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BUSINESS
INVESTMENT 

Zoom Tanzania targets 
growing population of 
‘netizens’ towards 2020   

Geita Mine’s 98bn/- 
power plant to 
boost production 
at the gold mine

 By Guardian Reporter

Geita Gold Mine Limited (GGML) said the construction of its $43m (98bn/-) power plant at its mine in Geita is completed, with the new 40Mw facility producing its irst electricity in August last year. 
The plant which is  built to support the mine’s operations over the long-term will play a key role in ensuring stable, reliable energy supply for mining and processing activities at the mine. The GGM remains a signiicant provider of reliable and decent employment in Geita region and a key contributor to both the local and national economy. 

“We’re proud of this new investment, which its in with Tanzania’s broader industrialization and skills development ambitions,” Simon Shayo, GGML Vice President for Sustainability.
“The power plant is an opportunity to employ more Tanzanians to look after its ongoing operations and maintenance,” Shayo added.

Compared to the old plant, the new energy generating capability will be more eicient with lower operational and maintenance costs. It will support the mine’s transition from open-pit to underground mining operations, thus cementing its presence in Tanzania’s mining sector, the company stated in a statement. 
Geita Gold Mine is currently  the single largest mine in Tanzania in terms of operations and output and is currently transitioning from open cast to underground mining, relecting the company’s commitment for further investments in the country, the statement added. 

An eicient and reliable power supply is a key pre-requisite for not only ensuring stable operations of the mine, but also creating a solid operational foundation for future 

investment in extending the life of this important mine, which has a workforce of nearly 4,000 people, employed directly by the mine or by contractors.
By generating over 40-megawatt electricity, the power plant will be directly supporting GGML underground mining. The operation method, which the company have recently adopted, will gradually lead the mine to a complete shift from open pit mining. This method will increase the lifespan of the mine and sustain its current workforce of which 96 percent are Tanzanian nationals.The constant supply of power to the underground mining will reduce company operational cost while maintaining its productivity. GGML will be able to pay more taxes and royalties to the government, while surrounding communities will continue to beneit from GGML Corporate Social Investments. Further, local businesses will continue to grow through its purchase of products and services.

“Building the power plant and running lines to the processing plant, is only the irst step to generating success,” said Marwa Makori, a GGML engineer who has been working on the construction of the power plant since the project’s inception.
“Running plants eiciently and consistently improving eiciency as they run, is the path to ensuring the proitability and sustainability of the operation over time,” Eng Makori added.

The plant consists of an engine hall, four-stroke generating sets, and a spare bay built to allow the installation of a ifth set in the future, if required. Importantly, the plant is equipped with Continuous Emission Monitoring Systems (CEMS), a leading-edge technology used to minimize emissions.

NMB waives fees charges on transactions efective February 2019By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to encourage the public use banking services regular and speed up the government’s inancial inclusion drive, NMB Bank Plc will efective February 1, 2019 abolish various fees charges on transactions. The move dubbed, ‘free banking,’ will also play a leading role in growth and economic development of the country, the bank’s Head of Payments and Accounts, Michael Mungure said Mungure told journalists in Dar es Salaam last Friday that the bank’s 

move follows customer survey and research to ind out reasons behind most Tanzanians not using banking services. “Our free banking product is being introduced to encourage the public use formal banking services in their daily lives,” Mungure noted.
He named some of the fees and charges to be abolished as those involving individual account opening, monthly maintenance fees, transaction fees and dormant account revival fees. “Another fee which has been abolished efect next February is that of transferring money from 

one account to another within NMB Bank but also balance inquiry fees,” he added.
Speaking at the same press conference, NMB Bank’s Senior Manager for Liabilities and Payments, Stephen Adili called on the public to make use of the ‘free banking’ system being introduced in February to oicial join the country’s largest commercial bank.

“The public should make use of this new ofer to open and revive their accounts with NMB which can now be easily done by digital technology 

including use of mobile phones,” Adili advised while stressing that joining NMB also comes with a host of beneits such as access to loans.
“Opening of new accounts or reviving dormant accounts can now be done easily and freely by individuals or groups of people to the beneit of the economy in general,” Adili noted noting that in the modern world people without bank accounts are marginalised economically as they can’t access a number of products designed to grow them.

NMB Bank’s Senior Manager  for Liabilities and Payments, Stephen Adili speaking at a press conference in Dar es Salaam while announcing the bank’s decision to remove vari-

ous fees last Friday. Looking on (C) is the bank’s Head of Payments and Accounts, Michael Mungure and Head of Customer Experience, Abella Tarimo. Photo: courtesy of NMB. 

 By Beatrice Philemon

T
HE number of SIM cards in use in Sub-Saharan Africa is expected to reach nearly one billion by 2020 from 731 million in 2016. During the same period, the number of mobile broadband connections is also expected to reach half a bil-lion by 2020, which is double the number as of end 2016. 

Zoom Tanzania Chief Executive Oicer, Mili Rughani said in Dar es Salaam yesterday that ac-cording a global digital report for 2018 released by We are Social and Hootsuite, Africa saw the fastest growth in internet penetration in 2018, with the number of internet users growing by more than 20 percent compared to 2017.Rughani said much of the growth has been supported by the availability of more aford-able smartphones and mobile data plans. She noted that Zoom Tanzania has also been riding high on the wave of digitalization, supporting customers using its platform that has been con-necting buyers and sellers since 2009. “Last year, Zoom Tanzania took pride in growing the business footprint of its more than 10,000 customers across the diferent catego-ries by providing a wider platform to market their products and services across the coun-try,” Rughani said. 
The Zoom Tanzania CEO further noted that the company’s online marketing platform has witnessed a surge in inquiries from 200,000 per week in 2017 to more than 350,000 each week.

“In 2018, the company saw a hike in its monthly online traic sessions from 450,000 in 2017 to 550,000 in 2018, which was a 22.2 percent increase,” Rughani added while point-ing out that the 1.5 million sessions generated quarterly was supported by a 30.4 percent increase in daily users from 23,000 in 2017 to more than 30,000 users in 2018. 
“Traic without leads is nothing, and so the marketing team was able to devise and imple-ment strong campaigns to increase revenue for its customers which took shape in form of a 22.2 percent increase in quarterly leads to 220,000 in 2018 from 180,000 in 2017,” the Zoom Tanzania CEO revealed. 

Zoom Tanzania social media footprint also grew to respond to the need for growing its clients’ businesses with 212,000 on Facebook, 9,000 on Instagram and 2,800 on Twitter dur-ing the period. 
“Every month, there was around 20,000 so-cial media engagement across our social media platforms on the back of 10 million impressions of its content. Zoom Tanzania performance was not just relected on its website and social media platforms, but also on its dedication in supporting its customers,” she added.To support its rapid growth and customer demand, the company brought on board a team of category specialists to look after the diferent categories and ensure growth and real-time support for its customers by the end of 2018. 

Using the digital platform that has been con-necting buyers and sellers since 2009, Zoom Tanzania is dedicated towards contributing to the Tanzania Development Vision 2025 of being a nation whose people have a positive mindset cultivated through entrepreneurship among other things.

Zoom Tanzania Chief Executive Officer, Mili Rughani. 

EXPANSION 

By Guardian Reporter

Serengeti Breweries Limited has launched a campaign to sensitize con-sumers on responsible alcohol consump-tion in the country’s second largest city of Mwanza.
The campaign, dubbed, ‘Don’t drink and drive,’ was launched last Friday with a forum to discuss responsible drinking that included the regional traic police division, Sumatra and other stakeholders in the transportation sector. 

Speaking during the launch of the cam-paign, Mwanza Regional Traic Oicer, Mkaddam Hamis said by involving the police force in the campaign, SBL had set the pace in supporting the government in creating awareness on the dangers of ir-responsible drinking. 
Mkaddam noted that a section of the population, especially the drivers, con-sume alcohol excessively without   con-sidering the repercussions caused by their actions, cautioning that such negli-gence often leads to fatal accidents.“We all know that alcoholism is directly linked to reckless driving which in some cases leads to serious road accidents which have serious impacts in the soci-ety.   The impacts not only afect consum-ers but also endanger the lives of others, thus losing or disabling many people who otherwise would have contributed to the country’s social-economic growth,” the RTO added.

 He noted that besides causing un-called-for deaths and injuries, the result-ant accidents from irresponsible alcohol 

consumption have serious impacts on the health sector for they overburden the sector’s already bloated budget through treatment and the provision of other ser-vices to the victims.  
 “These accidents also overburden our law enforcement oicers because they have to daily handle scores of traic cases which could otherwise have been avoided, which, more often than not,  are caused by drunken driving,” Mkaddam observed.

Elaborating on how the campaign will help the society, the regional traic boss said: “All of us, ranging from the traic enforcement oicers, drivers, the com-munity and other stakeholders have the responsibility to make sure that we ind out the best way to curb irresponsible drinking. I am happy to see that SBL has recognized the fact that apart from sell-ing alcohol, they also have a role to play in encouraging responsible drinking”.SBL’s Director of Corporate Relations, John Wanyancha said that the responsi-ble drinking campaign is aimed at build-ing awareness among the public to advise them that they can drink responsibly and get on with their pleasures without caus-ing accidents.   SBL also engaged St. Au-gustine University students on responsi-ble drinking during weekend at its main campus in Mwanza.
Targeting over 100 students at SAUT, SBL’s pep talk, under the tagline: ‘Drink better, not more,’the beer brewer’s cam-paign is aimed at sensitizing student on the dangers associated with irresponsible drinking. 

SBL launches ‘Don’t drink and drive’ campaign in Mwanza
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If anyone misleads 
wananchi, arrest and 
prosecute them like any 
other offenders regardless 
of their positions
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NAIROBI

KENYAN police said Sunday called on 
the public to remain on high alert and 
be extra vigilant especially in populated 
public places in the wake of terror threats 
in the country.

Joseph Boinnet, Inspector General of 
Police, said security oicers have stepped 
up surveillance across the country in the 
wake of a massive attack at DusitD2 Hotel 
on Jan. 15 in which 21 people were killed 
and the latest explosion in Nairobi on 
Saturday evening which left two people 
slightly injured.

“It is critical that all citizens must step 
up their levels of alertness regarding their 
surroundings and provide information 
immediately to the police in case anything 
out of the ordinary is observed,” Boinnet 
said in a statement issued here.

He said the security forces have 
increased surveillance measures in key 
installations, private and public places, 

urging the public to exercise caution 
when dealing with people they feel have 
dubious motives.

The police chief advised against laxity 
in screening cars for explosives at all 
shopping malls and any business or social 
gatherings at any given moment as these 
places are known to be vulnerable to 
attacks.

“We also wish to inform the public that 
whilst we have stepped up alertness on 
our highways, all police commanders 
have been instructed to apply to a court 
of law for forfeiture of any vehicle found 
with illegal immigrants and any form of 
contraband,” the police chief intoned.

He also called on hotel managers, 
landlords, churches and users of public 
service vehicles including educational 
institutions to always endeavor to 
establish the identity of customers 
entering their premises by examining 
their identiication documents.

“We further advise that all hotel 
operators must obtain full details of their 
lodgers, and restaurant operators must 
also step up their levels of alertness and 

By Guardian Reporter

LIVESTOCK and Fisheries minister Luhaga 
Mpina has directed the cash-strapped Marine 
Park and Reserves Unit (MPRU) to draft a 
strategy to advertise its attractions to investors 
and tourists so as to end dependence on 
government subsidies.

Speaking at the weekend during a visit to 
marine reserves of Mbudya and Bongoyo 
islands located of the northern coastline of 
the city of Dar es Salaam, Mpina wondered why 
despite being in charge of Tanzania’s massive 
wealth of marine resources the unit still relies 

on government subsidies since its establishment 
in 1994.  

He further directed that the strategy paper be 
presented to his oice at the end of next month 
(February 28) showing a clear plan on how to 
popularize potential areas of investment and 
tourist destinations.

He said the strategy should not end at being 
a strategy but it must be implemented so 
that the unit does not receive a penny from 
the government in the next inancial year, 
2019/2020.

Responding to concerns that political leaders 

By Guardian Correspondent, Loliondo

IF there is one area which has been a hotspot 
for conlicts and chaos for nearly 60 years, then 
it is Loliondo, the Game Controlled Area located 
within Ngorongoro District, Arusha Region. But 
a recent order from President John Magufuli is 
likely to iron things out.

Residents of Loliondo and Sale divisions, along 
the northern borderline with Kenya, said in 
interviews last week that the presidential decree 
on villages mapped around game reserves and TURN TO PAGE 2

Kenyan IGP 
appeals for 
heightened 
vigilance 

Map revisions: Loliondo 
residents sigh with relief 

Mpina: Map out marine 
parks revenue strategy

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

ISSUANCE OF new permits has been halted by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Tourism to hunting 
concessions that have failed to settle payments to 
villages in which their activities take place.

The Deputy Minister for Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Constantine Kanyasu made the statement 
here over the weekend, when residents of 23 villages 
in Longido District lodged complaints against some 
hunting irms that breach contracts, by failing to settle 
their dues with local authorities.

Speaking during a joint meeting with the deputy 
minister, representatives of the 23 villages claimed 
that more than 329 million/- was owed to them by 
Green Miles Safaris Limited which conducts hunting 
activities in the area, but has not been paying village 
their stipulated dues.

However, Green Miles Safaris director Abdallah 
Salum Awadhi, who is currently out of the country, said 
many of the cash claims by villages were fabricated as 
he has been paying all his dues to local oicials. He 
said he will table a detailed explanation and furnish 
oicial records to back up his position on the matter 
upon returning.

A total of 47 irms were granted hunting licences in 
various parts of the country and these are supposed 

to settle annual fees amounting to US $ 5000 to each 
of the villages in their precincts, money which is 
supposed to be invested in community development 
projects.

“If a company fails to pay hunting fees to the villages, 
then it automatically disqualiies itself from operating 
in the country, efective from now,” said Kanyasu, 
noting that the directive applies to irms dealing in 
photographic safaris.

“We can only renew operating licences for hunting 
irms and photographic safari irms after they come 
up with a clean slate of arrear payments from previous 
years’ activities,” insisted the deputy  minister.

He said that in addition to paying their levies to 
the villages, hunting irms were also obliged to assist 
in anti-poaching and illegal logging activities in the 
protected areas.

 Longido District Commissioner Frank Mwaisumbe 
said that he previously contacted Green Miles Safaris 
management, which assured him that they will be 
settling their payments to the villages by January 3rd 
this year.

“But now they no longer respond to our calls. 
They refuse to turn up for meetings and as far as the 
villages’ elders are concerned, the money was not 
paid as promised and company oicials are nowhere 
to be seen,” said the DC.

The DC also expressed concern over an incident 
of killing of 16 girafes by poachers, within a space of 
three months last year. All this occurred in the hunting 
block belonging to Green Miles Limited, “indicating 
that there was some leniency in issues of security in 
the irm.”

 Kitumbeine Ward Councillor Timotheo Laizer and 
the Mdarara Ward Representative Aloyce Moshau 

Defaulting hunting firms 
now in permits lockout

“If a company fails to pay hunt-
ing fees to the villages, then it 
automatically disqualiies itself 
from operating in the country, 
efective from now” 

CRDB Bank Managing Director Abdulmajid Nsekela (R) hands over a gift of picture to the bank’s retired managing director Dr. Charles Kimei 
(2nd L) at the special farewell party held at Mlimani City Hall in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Others are Dr. Kimei wife’s Rose Kimei and 
the bank’s board chairman, Ally Laay. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

The statement comes after 
two people were slightly 
injured on Saturday 
evening when an explosive 
device went off along a 
busy Nairobi street 

We can only renew operating 
licences for hunting firms and 
photographic safari firms 
after they come up with a 
clean slate of arrear payments 
from previous years’ activities
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national parks will settle all their claims.
The order that such villages should not be 

disturbed, even where parts of their precincts 
may slightly transcend village land and into 
reserves’ boundaries is having ripples in 
Loliondo as in other places. 

Speaking during a rally held at Loosoito 
Village in Maaloni Ward, hundreds of Sale and 
Loliondo divisions’ residents were of the view 
that even the long-reigning conlicts between 
herders and farmers, natives and investors will 

Former Prime Minister Mizengo
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asked the ministry to direct hunting 
irms to forge good relations with local 
villages for efective performance and 
cooperation.

The Longido District Administrative 
Oicer, Toba Nguvila directed that from 
now on all villages under his parish will 
not be allowed to enter into contracts 
directly with investors without irst 
consulting the District Advisory Board.

FROM PAGE 1

Defaulting hunting irms 
now in permits lockout

frustrated MPRU by misleading 
wananchi who invade protected 
marine reserves, the minister told the 
employees under the unit to be bold 
as the law is clear on what is legal and 
what is not.

“If anyone misleads wananchi, arrest 
and prosecute them like any other 
ofenders regardless of their positions,” 
he said.

The minister also gave a one month 
ultimatum to investors who entered 
contracts with the marine entity to 
pay up a debt of 331.2m/- in fees or risk 
revocation of their licences and legal 
action.

He said there are investors who 
entered contracts with MPRU some 
years ago but have since failed to 
develop the areas as per the agreement 
nor have they paid the relevant fees.

Saying that such investors are 
“unprepared,” he accused them of 
standing on the way of eforts being 
made by the government to develop 
beaches and islands not only as 
recreation centres but also sources of 

income from tourism.
He said investment in marine parks 

and reserves is among the lowest in 
the country as those who masquerade 
as investors have not made any eforts 
to advertise those attractions through 
billboards, along with mainstream and 
social media.

This, he said, make the otherwise 
beautiful tourism hotspots unknown 
to both local and foreign tourists hence 
failing to obtain millions of shillings 
potential revenue from tourism.

  For his part, MPRU manager John 
Komakoma promised to work on the 
minister’s directives so that the unit 
contributes to the national economy 
by attracting investors and tourist to 
the areas it administers.  

Komakoma said review of the Marine 
Parks and Reserves Act No 29 of 1994 
is underway to expand its mandate to 
include major rivers, dams and lakes all 
over the country.  

In the inancial year 2017/2018 the 
unit received a total of 45,000 tourists 
of whom 26,000 were local and 19,000 
foreign. The visitors brought in 1.6bn/- 
in revenue, the manager added. 

FROM PAGE 1

Mpina: Map out marine 
parks revenue strategy

come to an end.
The catalyst behind the problem was 

limited land and fear of impending 
evictions, some of them airmed. 

Special Seats Councillor for Sale 
Division, Kijoolu Kakeya, said residents 
in the two divisions have been living in 
stressful uncertainty for six decades.

They were always waking up to 
threats of forced removals,    cattle 
coniscation and court summons 
related to issues of ‘trespassing’ into 
game reserves.

“There have been so many 
statements both negative and positive, 
but eventually it all boiled down to the 
fact that native residents, their villages 
and livestock were unwanted elements 
in this part of the country,” said Kakeya, 
noting that at last with the president’s 
order, people can inally ‘sleep without 
nightmares.’ 

Traditional elder Justin Nokoron, the 
Piyaya ritual headman (laigwanan), 
asked local leaders to ensure that the 
presidential directives are executed 
to the last word. “We do not want 

to experience previous instances 
of oicials breaching government 
orders,” he declared. 

According to Laigwanan Nokoron, 
there was a time when former Prime 
Minister Mizengo Pinda visited 
Loliondo and directed that border 
demarcations aimed at robbing 
residents their land should be halted, 
but local oicials ignored him. 

Tabling a statement from the 
Pastoral Communities in Loliondo, the 
Ngorongoro District Council chairman, 
Mathew Siloma said in the past the 

54,000 residents, with over 784,000 
livestock between them, were squeezed 
into a tiny 116 square kilometres of land, 
which was basis for regular conlicts 
related to the scramble for land and 
water sources.

“This same piece of land was also 
expected to cater for health services, 
schools, residences, trading activities 
and an airstrip,” pointed out Siloma, 
underlining that it was nothing short 
of a miracle to have all these activities 
bundled into a tiny space without 
violence breaking out.

FROM PAGE 1

Map revisions: Loliondo residents sigh with relief 

security in their establishments,” 
Boinnet said.

The statement comes after two 
people were slightly injured on 
Saturday evening when an explosive 
device went of along a busy Nairobi 
street.

Nairobi police commander Philip 
Ndolo said a man of Somali descent 
had reportedly hired a trolley pusher 
to move a carton box within the city 
when the package exploded.

The device inside the box is 
suspected to have been an improvised 
explosive device, he said, injuring 
the trolley pusher and a newspaper 
vendor.

The East African nation faces 
insecurity as bomb attacks using 
improvised explosive devices and 
grenades have been reported in 
Nairobi, north eastern and coastal 
regions since Kenyan solders entered 
Somalia in 2011 to secure the shared 
border with the lawless country.

FROM PAGE 1

Kenyan IGP appeals for 
heightened vigilance 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa  addresses a meeting of cashew nuts stakeholders in Mtwara Region  yesterday. Left is Deputy Minister for Agriculture Omary 
Mgumba. Photo: PMO

District Commissioner Jasinta Mboneko (2nd R), displays some of marijuana to  journalists shortly after the police discovered a  seven acres marijuana farm and 
arresting two owners Mabula Dotto and Kashinje Msumbi (not in picture) at Kasingili village, Ilola ward in Shinyanga rural over the weekend. Photo: Correspondent 
Marco Maduhu 

By Guardian Reporter

REPRESENTATIVES of 16 Austrian 
companies are scheduled to arrive in 
the country today to explore investment 
opportunities in various sectors of the 
economy, Ministry of Foreign Afairs 
East African Regional and International 
Cooperation announced yesterday.

In a statement to the media, the 
ministry said the Austrian irms are 
interested in health, telecommunication 
and hydroelectricity among other 
sectors and the executives are to stay in 
the country until Wednesday.

“Delegates of eight companies are 
scheduled to meet various leaders in 
Dodoma on 29 January 2019 including 
Agriculture minister Japhet Hasunga, 
Energy minister Medard Kalemani, 
Foreign Afairs and East African 
Cooperation minister Philip Mpango, 
minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender and Children 
Ummy Mwalimu and minister Works, 
Transport and Communication Isack 
Kamwelwe,” said the statement.

The aim of the meeting between the 
irms’ executives and the ministers is for 
the potential investors to be informed 

about various projects implemented 
by the ministries for them to be able to 
make investment decision, the ministry 
said in the statement.

The Austrian delegation is also 
scheduled to attend a business summit 
organized by the Tanzanian Chamber 
of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture 
(TCCIA) which is taking place today at 
the Serena Hotel in Dar es Salaam.

Meanwhile, a delegation of three 
people from the Indian company 
Bureau Facility Services Pvt Ltd (CISB) 
is also scheduled to arrive in the country 
tomorrow to complete investment 

processes in pharmaceutical, to 
explore investment opportunities in 
infrastructure development and hotel, 
the statement added.

“The delegation led by Alban 
Rodricks is expected to meet and 
hold talks with Natural Resources and 
Tourism minister Hamisi Kigwangalla, 
minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender and Children 
Ummy Mwalimu, minister Works, 
Transport and Communication Isack 
Kamwelwe and minister of State in the 
Prime Minister’s Oice (Investment) 
Angellah Kairuki,” said the statement.

16 Austrian companies arrive today
to explore investment opportunities

By Correspondent Deogratius Nsokolo, Kigoma

NORWEGIAN government has 
dished out about 16bn/- to the local 
government authorities and the 
UN agencies in Kigoma to support 
development initiatives in the region.

The funds will support the 
implementation of the “UN Joint 
Programme for Kigoma Region” aimed 
at stimulating economic activities as 
well as ight against Gender Based 
Violence (GBV).

Speaking during the had-over event 
here Norway ambassador to Tanzania 
Elizabeth Jacobsen said the fund will 
enable the region to accelerate the 
development.

Jacobsen visited various areas where 
the project is being implemented 
including those that are afected by 
the presence or the coming of refugees 
such as Kakonko, Kibondo, Kasulu and 
Kigoma.

The ambassador said that they 
decided to provide the amount of fund 
because Kigoma Region is situated in 
the border of the countries (Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Burundi) where 
a number of refugees come from.

“With this situation, there is a big 
concern for international committee 
to support the afected community 
due to the situation of refugees in their 
areas. “This fund will also help in the 
campaigns to liberate or emancipate 
women and children from oppressions 
in ighting against violent acts practiced 
in their communities” she said.

For his part, coordinator of the UN 

joint programme Evance Sangicha 
said that the fund will support four 
areas: Agriculture, social welfare, end 
violence against women and girls, 
improve water service and support 
young women and men economically.

Babu Paschal, the executive Director 
of Kigoma Vijana Development Alliance 
(KIVIDEA) the group commend 
Norway government for its support to 
end violence against women and girls 
in Kakonko, Kibondo and Kasulu.

“Kividea has joined the eforts since 
2018, and has been using community 
awareness campaigns and peer 
education as channels to reach the 
community with the focus on youth…
the fund will help us reach more 
youths and will help overcome some 
barriers that hinder women and 
youth to participate efectively in the 
production activities,”

Kigoma Regional Commissioner, 
Brigadier General (rtd) Emanuel 
Maganga applauded the government 
of Norway, saying that it has been in a 
good cooperation with Tanzania for 
over 50 years by supporting various 
areas of development.

Kigoma Region has been a home 
for refugees for years, and hence the 
population to sufered  economically 
and socially. For now, the region counts 
three refugee camps: Mtendeli in 
Kakonko District with about 100,000 
refugees from Burundi, Nduta in 
Kibondo District with 120,000 refugees 
from Burundi and Nyarugusu in Kasulu 
District with 170,000 from DRC and 
Burundi.

Norway dishes out 16bn/- 
to support development 
initiatives in Kigoma
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By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

RESIDENTS of ten villages in 
Karatu District  have been  accused 
of sabotaging the water network 
system in the precinct by digging up 
underground pipes that they then cut 
to make ornaments including hand 
bracelets and earrings.

The Karatu District Council 

chairman, Engineer Jubilate Mnyenye 
said the water project was established 
in the area, some eight years ago, 
back in 2013, at the cost of 3bn/- but 
somehow due to the narrow pipes, the 
water pressure proved to be too much 
for the supply system which busted 
within the initial flow.

“So, the water project has thus 
remained a ‘white elephant,’ and 

when the villagers realised that, water 
won’t be coming through, they started 
sabotaging the whole system by 
digging out the pipes and converting 
the materials into art objects of culture, 
including earrings, bracelets and 
other ornaments,” stated the Council 
chairman.

Deputy Minister for Water and 
Irrigation, Jumaa Aweso who visited 

the project, has ordered that the 
district water engineer, who was 
in office at the time of the project 
execution, mentioned by the name of 
Engineer Tulinumpoki Mwakalukwa, 
should be hunted and  give answers the 
allegations for the failed project.

For her part, the Karatu District 
Commissioner, Theresia Mahongo said 
the Karatu township was still facing lack 

of clean and safe water supply, pointing 
out that, the urban centre with nearly 
52,000 residents, has only 35 per cent 
of its population having piped water.

 “Karatu needs a total of 4700 litres 
of water daily. However, the supply  has 
stagnated  to 720 litres only,” she said. 
The District Commissioner, requested 
the Deputy Water Minister to help push 
for the funds that will enable Karatu 

accomplish ongoing water projects as 
well as repairing damaged ones.

Mahogo reminded that, Karatu, being 
gateway to Ngorongoro Crater, the 
Serengeti and Lake Manyara national 
parks, was essentially a tourist hotspot 
which needed all the basic services 
including water and electricity, adding 
that the precinct was home to 48 
tourist hotels and lodges.

Water pipes turned into bracelets, earrings, after 3bn/- project fails

By Correspondent James Kandoya, Mvomero

THE government yesterday launched a 
door to door programme to tracing and 
screening campaign to households living 
with people affected by leprosy to prevent 
them from it.

Transmitted through coughing or 
sneezing, Leprosy Day  is marked in January 
every year. This year was it was marked  
yesterday

The Deputy Minister for Health, 
Community Development, Gender, Elderly 
and Children Dr Faustine Ndugulile said 
that the move is aimed at promoting zero 
infection rate

He was speaking at the 60th 
anniversaries of the Germany Leprosy and 
TB Relief Association (GLRA) that  moved 
concurrently with World Leprosy Day 
that was  held at Chazi village in Turiani, 
Mvomero District, Morogoro Region.

He said all those screened and found with 
symptoms will be given treatment while 
others will be given grugs for prevention, 
saying the priority should be in ten regions 
with high prevalence rates.

He added that more efforts should be 
directed to twenty district councils with 
high prevalence rates to ensure the disease   
was eradicated in the country  by 2020.

He named some of them as Liwale in 
rural Lindi,Mkinga and Muheza in Tanga 
Region,Chato in Geita Region Morogoro, 
Kilombero, Ifakara Town Council and 
Mvomero all in Morogoro Region.

“Our target is ensure that as a nation 
we reach zero infection. I call upon all  
responsible departments and stakeholders 

to work hard in the war against the disease.
“As a government, we real appreciate the 

support from GLRA for sixty years. I would 
like to assure you that we are going to 
change the lives   of many people,” he said.

According to the deputy minister, the 
increased awareness to the community was 
highly needed to end the stigma.

Representing the World Health 
Organisation, the National Professional 
Officer for Neglected Tropical Disease Dr 
Alphoncina Nanai highlighted the need to 
increase the capacity to fight the disease.

She said in the country about 2200 are 
diagnosed per year while up to 16 million 
people in the world were affected.

She added that since 1995,WHO had been 
providing medicine  to people found with 
the symptoms.

For his part, the GLRA country 
representative Burchad Rwamtoga said that 
a remarkable success had been achieved 
including re-integration of leprosy affected 
families from settlement to community 120 
families (739 members)

He said other were physical rehabilitation 
of people with disabilities due to leprosy; 
surgery and provision of      2,655 devices.

These are surgeries 1,650, prosthesis 500 
and wheelchairs 55.

Rwamtoga added that also provision of 
special footwear to people with disabilities 
due to leprosy 95,500 pairs(47,250 people) 
897.75m/-.

“The aim of the activities is to advocate 
for sport from various stakeholders in 
leprosy intervention,” he said.

“We look forward to strengthen our 
bilateral cooperation n health to end 
leprosy,” he added. 

He listed other success as logistics 
support to regional health management 
teams for monitoring the provisions 
health services in 26 Tanzania mainland 
regions and Zanzibar regions;270 
vehicles(9.45 bn/-).

Others were training of government 
health and social workers in leprosy control  
as well as self help to 50 groups of people 
with disabilities.

It was reported recently that low 
awareness and stigma among Tanzanians 
derail government efforts to eliminate 
leprosy with almost 2,000 new cases 
detected every year, senior official in the 
Ministry of Health has observed.

Dr Deus Kamara told the Guardian 
in an exclusive interview held in Dar es 
Salaam ahead of leprosy World Day that 
will be held January  on 27th this year in 
Morogoro Region with a theme “Ending 
Discrimination, Stigma and Prejudice”.

He said majority of people affected by 
leprosy are believed to experience some 
form of stigma and discrimination adding 
that it has adverse impact on  mental 
health issues, such as depression or 
anxiety.

Ride and risk for both the passenger and the motorcyclist. A responsible motorcyclist will make certain that 
the passenger is wearing all recommended and required protective gear. The scene was captured by our 
photographer at Bonga Mengwa in Coast Region over the weekend. Photo: Halima Kambi

Govt now launches nation-wide
awareness campaign on leprosy
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By Beatrice Philemon

OVER 4000 villagers at Ngurdoto, 
Meru District in Arusha Region are set 
to benefit from a 150m/- solar power 
plant thanks to Korean government for 
making it a reality.

The 6.5kw plant has been built by the 
Arusha-based Innovative Technology 
and Energy centre (ITEC).

Speaking during the official opening 
of the plant, ITEC managing director 
Dr. Herb Rhee   said that the project will 
among others enable villagers to set-up 
income generating activities and fight 
poverty.

According to him, so far about 43 
houses including one kindergarten 
classroom had been connected to solar 

power as well as installing 10 street 
lights for security purposes.

The project will continue to more 
houses at Mseseweni village because 
the majority of people do not have 
access to electricity.

Dr Rhee said that the ownership of the 
plant will be transferred to Ngurdoto 
village and power connection will be 
charged to households in accordance 
with their usage. Also ITEC will install 
smart meters to monitor the power 
usage profile for each house.

He highlighted that during the 
implementation monthly fee will be 
collected by village committee and 

the money will be also managed by 
committee. 

“The collected money will be 
submitted to the village committee 
to pay small salaries to the solar 
power plant manager as well as pay 
for expenses for operations and 
maintenance of the plant,” he said.

This is the second solar power plant; 
the first plant was built at Mkalama 
village in Hai District, Kilimanjaro 
Region.

For his part, village chairman, Moses 
Ayo expressed his gratitude to the  
Korean government for bringing the 
light to the darkness. 

“We are very happy today because 
we have lived in  darkness  since 1973, 
we normally use traditional kerosene 
lamps ‘kibatari’,   fire torches   to   light 
our homes,” he noted.

According to him, the project will 
also provide room for villagers to 
reduce health hazards by enabling 
replacement of kerosene lamps,   fire 
torch and smoky kerosene lamp that 
harms their eyes and respiratory 
system.

Currently Ngurdoto village has five 
suburbs comprising 4000 residents 
and among those, only one suburb has 
been connected to electricity. 

“We still need electricity for irrigation 
farming activities, typing, domestic 
use and other income generating 
activities,” he noted.

Speaking during the occasion, 
Arumeru District Commissioner, 
Jerry Muro said the government will 
continue to working closely with 
stakeholders to solve challenges facing 
people in their areas.

He lauded the  Korean government 
for the support, saying it will help to 
create employment  opportunities for 
youths, as well as scaling up businesses 
and education in the area.

“We have already formed village 

committee that will collect money 
from villagers, the funds will be used 
for maintenance and operation of 
the plant to help people continue to 
access power for their domestic and 
commercial use,” he noted.

Muro called on village committee to 
refrain from political issues that raise 
conflicts to the community but rather 
focus on helping people to solve the 
challenges they are facing. 

“Students will also get an opportunity 
to study and do their assignments 
during the evening  something which 
will rise their performances in class 
and examinations.”

By Guardian Correspondent, Kagera

THE Kagera Regional Administrative 
Secretary, Prof Faustin Kamuzora 
has warned government officials 
who hinder business growth and 
development along the regional 
borders with Uganda, saying cross 
border businesses had proved 
worthwhile to economy of the areas.

Prof Kamuzora who was recently 
appointed to the post said during his 
tour to inspect development activities 
especially in the districts bordering 
Uganda, called  on the citizens in 
the areas to embrace businesses 
opportunities available in their areas.

“Border between a country 
and another is an opportunity to 
people living in the area to grab the 
opportunities in the area. People should 
use border areas to do businesses 
and improve their standards of living 
provided that they abide by all the 
legal requirements. Our role as the 
government is to make sure that these 
people are benefiting, we should not be   

obstacles for them to advance,” he said.
Prof Kamuzora toured Tanzanian 

borders with Uganda in Misenyi 
District namely Kabindi, Kashenye, 
Mtukula and Bugango as well as 
Murongo in Kyerwa District where he 
met citizens and officials working in 
the areas to discuss ways of improving 
their environment to fully benefit 
from opportunities available in their 
environs. The tour comes at a time 
when the Kagera regional authority 
has termed 2019 the year of boosting 
revenue collections from both big 
and small businesspeople as well as 
ensuring that they are benefiting from 
their businesses. 

“The government must understand 
challenges being faced by business 
people and find solutions in a bid to 
ensure that citizens are benefiting from 
opportunities available in their areas 
and are paying taxes,” he said.

Fishermen in Misenyi told Prof 
Kamuzora that they are facing 
challenges in finding markets 
notwithstanding the fact that in the 

neighbouring Uganda the market is 
available and offers good prices but 
they are not allowed to  trade there.

Prof Kamuzora assured the 
fishermen that the government will 
make sure that in case the local market 
is satisfied and there are good deals in 
Uganda, they are allowed to sell their 
merchandise there provided that all 
the legal procedures are followed, 
adding that local factories should also 
make sure that they offer better deals.

Speaking to all the government 
departments’ workers serving in 
Mtukala, Prof Kamuzora urged them 
not to be obstacles to people who are 
doing businesses along the border but 
rather to facilitate and extend a helping 
hand to them. 

“In other countries people living 
along the borders are rich because 
they are given opportunities to interact 
and do businesses provided that they 
follow all the laws and regulations of 
the country. We should act as a light of  
the world and show a way instead of 
becoming obstacles,” he said.

Over 4,000 villagers in Arusha benefit from solar power plant

Kamuzora promotes cross 
boarder business in Kagera

Regional Administrative Secretary, Prof Faustin Kamuzora (L) shares a light moment with Home Affairs Minister Kangi 
Lugola when they met in Dodoma over the weekend. The duo once worked together under the Vice-President’s Office. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent



Monday 28 January 2019                                 5

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Aisia Rweyemamu

THE University of Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM) will this week host the 
African Humanities Programme (AHP) 
consultative regional assembly, among 
other things to deliberate the status of 
humanity in African universities.

The three days assembly expected to 
bring together delegates from various 
countries including United State of 
America (USA), South Africa (SA), 
Ghana, Uganda and Nigeria.

Speaking about the conference 
the Director of Public Service (DPS) 
at UDSM, Dr. Mona Mwakalinga said 
the conference scheduled to start on 
Wednesday to Friday this week of which 
the first two days are for deliberating 
on the publication and mentorship of 
African university and on the third day 
(Friday) set for books launching at the 
new library at the university.

The first regional assembly took place 
Uganda in 2017 hosted by Makerere 
University, the second one was in 
Ghana hosted by Ghana University in 
2018, and this year is taking place in 
Tanzania where the UDSM is honoured 
to host the conference.

Dr. Mona added that the conference 
is effectively organised by UDSM in 
partnership with AHP. The  AHP  has 
worked to reinvigorate the humanities 
in Africa through fellowship 
competitions and related activities in 
Ghana, Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, 
and Uganda.

She added that among other things 
to be discussed is the importance of 
humanities at the universities and 
everyday life, and importance of 
providing funding for the programme.

Dr. Mona noted that, the conference 
is also part of 10 years celebrations of  
AHP funding Africa whereby Tanzania 
had been a very good recipient of the 
grants as over 40 individual scholars 
had received AHP grants.

“A lot has been done most of scholars 
who receive AHP grants published 
books based on humanity, write 

journal articles which helped them 
to be promoted and expanded the 
network base”, Dr. Mona explained.

Adding, through the AHP the 
University of Dar es Salaam 
represented well in various countries 
and the collaboration between UDSM 
and other university grow.

Speaking about books launching, the 
DPS said “We are also celebrating the 
fruits  of AHP scholars through their 
publications, therefore five books  had 
been written by AHP scholars from 
Tanzania, Ghana, South Africa, Nigeria 
and Uganda.

The five books to be launched  are 
titled, ‘Consensus as democracy 
in Africa, The Anglophone literary 
discourse, Language and the 
construction of multiple identities in 
the Nigerian novel, The making of an 
organic intellectual and Posthumous 
of offspring in a contemporary Yoruba. 
The main speaker of the  books 
launching is Prof. Issa Shivji

However, over the past 10 years, 
the AHP offered African scholars an 
integrated set of opportunities to 
develop individual capacities and 
to promote formation of scholarly 
networks. AHP supported Carnegie’s 
efforts to develop and retain African 
academics at universities in Africa.

Among AHP goals is to encourage 
and enable the production of new 
knowledge and new directions for 
research and strengthening the 
capacity of early career researchers 
and faculty at African universities.

Other goals is to build the field of 
humanities by establishing networks 
for scholarly communication across 
Africa and with Africanists worldwide.

Over 10 annual programme 
competitions (2008-2018), more than 
400 scholars early in their careers 
received research support.  American 
Council of Learned Society (ACLS) has 
created a network of over 100 senior 
scholars at the African universities, 
who served as peer reviewers and 
advisers.

By Correspondent Deogratius Nsokolo, Uvinza

FORTY per cent of secondary school 
students in Uvinza District, Kigoma 
Region dropout from school every year 
due to early pregnancy, and poverty  
according to senior official from the 
Ministry of Education.  

District’s assistant education officer, 
Elizabeth Deya, said in an interview 
that many students in the district travel 
about 10 to 40 kilometres to reach their 
schools.

This, the official said that some 
girls get into traps as they end up into 
the hands of motorcyclists popularly 
known as ‘bodaboda’ riders as they 
seek easy transport to their respective 
schools. “This is also one of the causes 
of early pregnancy,” the official said.

She also noted that some girls get 
pregnancy due to poverty as some 
parents cannot afford to pay rent, daily 
meals and school equipment for their 
children. 

“This is one of the reasons for school 

dropout,” she added. 
According to Deya, the district has 

sixteen secondary schools located in 
rural areas at ward level, so the selected 
students from villages are supposed to 
rent a house or a room in the villages 
where school  are located. Lagosa 
secondary school situated at the south 
of Uvinza District, Igalula ward along 
Lake Tanganyika shore, is one of the 
schools facing such challenges. 

Head girl at Lagosa secondary 
school, Theresia Daniel said that before 
the construction of the school girls’ 
dormitory, girls suffered a lot because 
of renting   rooms in the village.

“Boys at the village used to disturbed 
us and some of colleagues fell into 
traps and ended up being pregnant 

and because of that many students 
were expelled from school,“ she said.

Theresia added that the dormitory 
supported by Tuungane environment 
project at the school is going to help 
girl students to learn in conducive 
environment. 

According to manager of Tuungane 
project, Lukindo Hizza, they supported 
the school with about 330m/-to 
construct the dormitory which is going 
to accommodate 80 students.

Lukindo said plans were underway 
to dig a well in order for the school to 
have water around it. One of the donors 
who contributed the grant through 
Tuungane environment project, from 
African Affinity Group, Craig Leisher 
said that they are concerned with the 

problems because they work and live in 
the same area while students are were 
not studying in good environment, 
so they decide to solicit funds from 
friends from America and the rest of 
the word especially women who also 
contributed.

District Administrative Secretary 
Upendo Malango on behalf of Uvinza 
District Commissioner, said when she 
was addressing students, teachers 
and parents during the inauguration 
of the dormitory   the District faced  a 
major    problem of pupils dropout 
from school, so they needed support 
from each person, local authorities and 
development partners to build girls 
and boys dormitories in every school 
within the district.

UDSM  set to host African humanities 
consultative  assembly in Dar this week

40 per cent of pupils dropout
from school due to pregnancy

Parliamentary 
Land, Natural 
Resources 
and Tourism 
Committee 
Chairman Nape 
Nnauye (3rd 
L), explains a 
point to some 
committee 
members when 
they made a 
two-day tour 
to evaluate the 
implementation 
of the project 
to promoting 
and developing 
southern 
tourism at 
Ruaha National 
Park in Iringa 
Region over the 
weekend. Photo: 
MNRT
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Southern Agricultural 
Growth Corridor of Tanzania 

(SAGCOT) yesterday 
appealed to regions to 
use the cluster system 
to promote agricultural 

productivity because the 
system has proved its worth 
in propping up industries 
and liberating peasants from 

shackles of poverty in the southern 
regions.

SAGCOT Chief Executive Officer 
Geoffrey Kirenga told reporters 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday in the  
new year greetings  to Tanzanians 
that Sagcot salutes farmers in the 
southern regions for  supporting 
the government, Sagcot and 
making gainful use of opportunities 
unearthed by two  clusters launched 
to serve peasants in Iringa, Njombe, 
Mbeya, and Songwe regions.

Sagcot, launched in 2010, was 
tasked to raise the socio-economic 
status of peasants in southern 
regions of Tanzania and help the 
regions regain their lost glory of 
being a national granary.

“The secret behind the socio-
economic gains we are associated 
with in our corridor is the cluster 
system which we conceived and 
have supervised very closely 
because it is an inclusive system.  
If this system will be adopted 
by regions that are anxious to 
learn from our corridor, national 
agricultural production will 
steadily and reasonably go up,” the 
CEO modestly explained.

SAGCOT defines a cluster as 
a geographic concentration 
of interconnected companies, 
specialized suppliers, service 
providers and associated 
institutions.  In clusters farmers and 
stakeholders collectively identify 

priority crops and services and 
ensure productivity. 

Two operational clusters in the 
southern regions are Ihemi (serving 
Iringa and Njombe peasants) 
and Mbarali (Mbeya and Songwe 
regions).

Kirenga said more clusters 
are planned to serve peasants in 
Ludewa, Rufiji na Sumbawanga.  
A new operational Kilombero 
Cluster was recently launched to 
serve smallholders in Morogoro 
Region.

He said tomato production has 
increase in Ihemi cluster, Tanzania 
no longer imports tomatoes and two 
tomato processing industries have 
been established.

Kirenga said Sagcot is looking 
forward to see curious regional 
leaderships adopt the cluster system 
to increase agricultural production 
and raise peasants’ welfare in other 
parts of Tanzania. 

“We have to ensure we have a 
stable efficient agriculture that 
steadily and efficiently feeds 
national industries.  Agriculture is 
so key in all our national goals that 
every stakeholder must take it very 
seriously,” he said.

The CEO said the successes could 
not have been gained without the 
generous support of the Tanzania 
Government, UKAID, Norwegian 
Embassy, USAID, UNDP, the World 
Bank and AGRA.

SAGCOT advices regions to use clusters to boost agriculture

Deputy Minis-
ter for  Water 
and Irrigation 
Jumaa Aweso 
(2nd L) looks 
on while tech-
nicians connect  
water supply  
pipelines at  
Sopeko ward 
and Lendikinya 
village in Mon-
duli District,  
Arusha Region 
over the week-
end. PHOTO: 
Guardian Cor-
respondent
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

T
ANZANIAN leading clubs 
have lately experienced 
mixed fortunes in the African 
Champions League and in 

the regional SpotPesa tournament, the 
latter a more hurriedly executed event 
meant to pick a single regional side to 
play Everton in the betting company’s 
calendar high note event. The good 
moment of relief was Simba SC getting 
the better of visiting JS Saoura by 3-0, 
while the worst moment was the local 
side’s visit to Kinshasa, where they 
were handed a 5-0 drubbing. It showed 
that the squad has promise, but less 
depth and consistency.

What was also evident though 
not pointedly underlined by soccer 
pundits as the matches went on or 
in any of the subsequent analyses, 
is that the fans know the team, and 
don’t place any specific focus or 
stress on whether each of the players 
is local, or how many foreigners it 
boasts. In that case we were pained 
by seeing Simba pace out that 
drubbing, and it wasn’t important 
that AS Vita are likely to have fielded 
more foreign professional signings 
than the Msimbazi Street side. Each 
team fields the players it has, from 
wherever it signed them, simply.

Local soccer decision makers and 
the conservative opinion lobbies 
around them have constantly wished 
to preserve the local premier league 
for local players, and only gradually 
accepted the presence of foreign 
players. For decades the top clubs could 
not register more than three foreign 
players, which rose to seven a few years 
ago, but a year or two back the lobbies 

wanted to reduce the number to three 
once again, claiming that players were 
being hindered opportunities to play 
by foreign recruits. They said it harms 
the national team, Taifa Stars.

A knowledgeable local coach 
questioned these claims, providing 
an evidence-based arguments with 
premier league clubs and the national 
team. He showed that Dar Young 
Africans had the highest regular 
presence in Taifa Stars and the 
highest regular fielding of foreign 
players, which illustrates the fact that 
the presence of several professional 
players improves standards in a team. 
The players face greater challenge 
finding regular playing position and 
thus are forced to work harder, hone 
their skills in various ball movement 
task execution.

Getting thrashed is a painful moment 
for any side, in which case soccer 
decision makers should adopt the 
golden maxim championed by Chinese 
helmsman Deng Xiaoping, that “it 
doesn’t matter if a cat is black or white 
so long as it catches mice.” We should 
adopt the viewpoint that the premier 
league clubs need to be respected when 
they go out for CAF duty or regional 
tournaments, and coaches should be 
free to pick any available players. As it 
is in the UEFA system, players struggle 
to obtain playing time, and being a 
national is no advantage as the coach 
recruits or fields the most fit players. 
Competitive soccer leads to success, 
thus like DRC clubs, let us lift barriers to 
registering good players wherever we 
see them, so as to meet on more equal 
terms big clubs.

SportPesa and CAF 
experience shows why 
free registration is vital

‘Marching guys’: For 
deal to work, reorgnise 

trading spaces

T
HE country’s ‘marching 
guys’ who sell wares on their 
hands and typically provide 
a glimpse of what informal 

sector trading is all about, are now 
being included in the tax dragnet, via 
identity cards. As they will be bought 
as the not so flimsy sum of 20,000/- 
each claimant of this identification will 
implicitly have paid a reasonable tax to 
the government, and reciprocally, the 
state will have to provide protection 
in relation to informal sector trading. 
That is precisely what the president 
said ought to be the case, and local 
government officials bit their lower 
lips.

When left to their guises or fancies, 
municipalities only recognize formal 
sector traders having frame or buildings 
constructed outside the road reserve 
zone in each street or road. They are 
also likely to be paying land tax to the 
same authorities, as establised land 
occupants. As such traders usually look 
upon the ‘marching guys’ as a nuisance 
to free movement of people to their 
shops, municipalities listen, act in their 
behest.

At the same time, the president’s 
move wasn’t just prompted by 
making it easier for municipalities to 
understand that ‘marching guys’ are 
part of the country’s socioeconomic 
landscape and they have a contribution 
to make as well. The move was also 
designed to forestall and if possible 
put an end to extortion and willful 
seizure of property, not to say daylight 
robbery, conducted by militias sent 
by municipal officials, with power 
to seize and detain such property 

(goods, utensils, motorcycles) without 
avenue for appeal. It is an outrageous 
illustration of how the fish live in the 
sea, that the big fish eat the small fish 
and there is no appeal for wanton 
attacks, seizures.

Yet there is going to be a technical 
problem of how to distribute ‘marching 
guys’ looking for side street space to 
put up wares, as the president allowed 
them to trade ‘anywhere.’  In that 
case, while sequestration, deliberate 
victimisation of ‘marching guys’ and 
women food vendors will stop, orderly 
supervision of trading activities will 
pose problems.  There are ways of 
solving those problems on condition 
that techniques are adopted to widen 
accessibility to prized street space, 
such that even pushing traders a meter 
from their favored roadside spot so 
that other users and vehicles have 
reasonable space to maneuver will still 
accommodate many ‘marching guys.’

This was indeed the message that 
Peruvian economist Prof. Hernando 
de Soto brought to Tanzania around 
2002, seeing in street trading space an 
asset with which a ‘marching guy’ can 
obtain credit, if he has security of using 
that space during the time covered by 
that credit. Bureaucrats under third 
phase president Benjamin Mkapa were 
unfazed by this motif, preferring instead 
to formalize informal sector houses 
(built harum scarum in inner cities) 
so as to obtain loans.  Thus the Prof. 
de Soto method would have narrow 
vertical structures for each trader so 
that each street accommodates more 
traders, who won’t be arranging their 
goods on the ground.

By Lea Mehari

I
T is fortunate that not all goods 
and services are subject to the 
payment of a value-added tax 
(VAT). It is calculated on the value 

added to the product at each stage of 
its production, unlike a turnover tax, 
which is imposed on the gross value 
of the taxable product. VATs ultimately 
fall on the shoulders of the consumer, 
which could be detrimental when it 
comes to products of necessity, such as 
medical goods and services.

The VAT regime was introduced 
in Ethiopia in 2002 as part of the tax 
reform undertaken by the government 
in that year. It is a payment of an 
additional 15pc of the total price of a 
service or good.

International experience shows that 
for the supply of goods and services 
to be taxable under the VAT regime it 
has to either be a VAT taxable activity 
as registered in the law or if the person 
taxed earns an amount above the 
stated threshold from the business. 
There are also activities that have been 
exempted from the payment of VAT.

The suppliers of some goods or 
services are not made to collect the VAT 
from their consumers. For a certain 
business activity to be exempted from 
the payment of VAT, a clear indication 
in the law showing that it is indeed 
exempted needs to be written.

One of such exemptions that 
can be read in the Ethiopian VAT 
proclamation is the import and supply 
of medical services and prescription 
drugs or medicines. In reading the 
VAT proclamation only, one can see 
that medical services and prescription 
drugs are the only elements in medical 
services that have been exempted from 
the payment of VAT. However, the law 
is a network of articles from different 
laws. Therefore, to clearly conclude as 
to which services are exempted, one 
needs to read different laws.

As such, members of parliament, 
in enacting the VAT proclamation 
mandated the Council of Ministers 
and the then Ministry of Finance & 
Economic Development - now the 
Ministry of Finance & Economic 
Cooperation - to issue regulations 
and directives that would help in 
interpreting and properly carrying 
out the obligations stated in the 
VAT proclamation. Through the 
powers delegated to it, the Council of 
Ministers enacted the Value Added Tax 
regulation in the same year.

That regulation specifies the type 
of medical services and prescription 
drugs that have been exempted. On that 
basis, if a medical service is provided 
in a medical facility such as a clinic, 
hospital, maternity home or even the 
office of a doctor and the service is 
provided by a medical professional 
that has been registered by the Health 
Ministry, the service provided will be 

exempted from the payment of VAT.
The law also provides that diagnostic 

services, therapy facilities such as 
radiotherapy and physiotherapy, 
psychoanalytic services as well as 
medicines and drugs issued in the 
hospitals are exempted from the 
payment of VAT.

With regard to drugs, the law provides 
that it is only prescription drugs that 
have been exempted from the payment 
of VAT. This begs the question as to 
the fate of non-prescription or over-
the-counter drugs. Many people buy 
various painkillers, anti-inflammatory 
medications and other drugs and 
medicines without a prescription 
issued from a certified doctor.

Neither the proclamation enacted by 
parliament nor the Council’s regulation 
discuss whether or not the exemption 
will extend to cover non-prescription 
drugs as well. There was also much 
confusion as to whether VAT will 
be paid on drugs or medicines that 
are in nature non-prescription but 
were in fact prescribed by a medical 
professional.

This legal vacuum lasted for about 
a year until MoFED issued a directive 
stating that much difficulty has been 
witnessed in regard to this issue. As 
a solution, it has been provided in 
the directive that both prescription 
and non-prescription drugs will be 
exempted from the payment of VAT.

Although not stated in the 
proclamation, the regulation enacted 
by the Council of Ministers also 
provided that medical devices supplied 
for the use of the medical facility or to 
patients are also exempted from the 
payment of VAT. This includes devices 
such as health monitors and surgical 
and orthopedic aid.

The implications of this exemption 
become clear when one thinks of 
the fees charged by hospitals and 
pharmacies for the supply of medical 
services or goods. The price of hospital 
bills and medicine and drugs has 
skyrocketed in the past few years, 
owing to inflation and recurrent 
shortages in supply. A 15pc addition on 
that amount would thus put an extra 
unnecessary burden on patients and 
consumers.

In the same vein, in the dense 
cobblestone streets of Burayu town, 
outside Addis Ababa,  in Ethiopia 
Melaku Abdella and his family had 
been making a living selling basic items 
such as vegetables, cooking oil and 
soft drinks at competitive prices from 
their kiosk. But after the Ethiopian 
government stung him with a more 
than 300 per cent tax increase last 
month, Abdella says he was left with no 
option but to close the business.

Like many low-income traders 
in the country’s Oromia region, the 
family didn’t keep accounts, meaning 
the authorities based their annual tax 
demand of 7,000 Ethiopian birr (£231) 

on an estimate of income. “It’s beyond 
my capacity to pay. I will have to hand 
in my business licence,” Abdella says.

The hikes on grocers, barbers and 
cafes were met with widespread 
anger and protests in parts of the 
volatile state, which has endured 
unrest and fatal clashes during the 
last two years.

The situation creates a dilemma 
for a government that is desperate 
to increase income tax and reduce 
its reliance on aid, but is also wary 
of further instability. Ethiopia’s 
parliament only lifted a 10-month 
state of emergency earlier this month 
following protests over land disputes 
and alleged political marginalisation. 
The unrest since November 2015 
involved security forces killing at 
least 600 demonstrators and tens of 
thousands being jailed, according to 
the government. 

Although still one of world’s least 
developed countries, Ethiopia’s 
economy has grown rapidly in the 
last decade, as the government used 
loans, aid and tax revenue to build 
clinics, universities, roads, railways 
and hydropower dams. Its budget 
has increased roughly in line with 
gross domestic product. Ethiopia’s 
tax revenue is around 14 per cen of 
output, according to the International 
Monetary Fund, which is lower than 
the sub-Saharan African average. This 
financial year, almost a third of the 
federal budget of 321bn birr (£10.6bn) is 
projected to come from aid and loans. 

Ethiopia’s ruling coalition has been 
credited for overseeing growth and 
improving infant mortality and life 
expectancy, but it is also blamed 
for suppressing democratic rights, 
maladministration, increasing 
corruption and, now, the draconian tax 
swoop.

The root of the dispute is a sizeable 
semi-formal economic sector – around 
80 per cent of the workforce is still 
employed in smallholder agriculture – 
entrenched mistrust between the state 
and traders, and an estimation system 
for small businesses. 

Enterprises with an annual turnover 
of less than 500,000 birr are not 
required to produce audited accounts. 
Instead, officials visit each premise to 
make an income assessment. That has 
set up a game of cat-and-mouse with 
many vendors running down stock in 
anticipation of the visits. The result has 
been a large discrepancy between what 
traders say they earn and what their 
assessments are based on, even if they 
made an accurate verbal declaration. 
“What most people tell the government 
is too low, so the officials don’t believe 
anybody. Honesty does not work,” says 
one Burayu business owner, who also 
requested anonymity.

Oromia revenue officers take the 
estimation and multiply it either by 
300 days for goods retailers or 360 

days for services to produce a turnover 
estimate. Profits are calculated by 
applying a standard margin for each 
type of business, which is then taxed 
at marginal rates from 0 per cent for 
profits of less than 7,200 birr to 35 
per cent for those earning more than 
130,800 birr. 

“The assessment has basic technical 
problems. From the selection of 
people to assess, to the criteria 
used for assessment, it does not fit 
into any objective presumptive tax 
assessment methodology. It’s just an 
ad hoc categorisation of taxpayers,” 
says business consultant Getachew 
Teklemariam.

At Burayu town revenue department, 
deputy head Samuel Tadesse explains 
that business owners were shocked 
at the new evaluations because the 
government hadn’t carried out an 
assessment for seven years.

Annual inflation shot up to 40 per 
cent in 2011, but has been hovering 
near 10  per cent recently. Also, last 
year, the tax thresholds increased. For 
example, the tax-exempt portion rose 
from 1,800 birr to 7,000, while the 
upper margin was previously 60,000. 
“They are confused because for six 
years they paid a similar amount,” 
Tadesse says.

By Lake Hora in Bishoftu town, 
about 50km south-east of Addis 
Ababa, a man in a bright yellow 
T-shirt and matching sunglasses 
repairs a door with a soldering iron 
and angle grinder amid a shower of 
sparks. He’s given up on his business 
after a 13,000-birr tax bill that he 
believes was four times what it should 
have been, and is using a friend’s 
workshop. “It’s better to be mobile, 
going here and there. That is better 
than being licensed,” he says.

Others in the area say the levies on 
small businesses are another example 
that the system only works for the rich, 
who receive favours and tax breaks. 
Another small business owner believes 
access to jobs, land and controlled 
commodities such as sugar requires 
loyalty to the ruling party. The welder 
thinks the government wants the extra 
revenue to buy weapons – one of a 
number of conspiracy theories about 
the tax policy, testament to the extent 
of Oromo discontent, and the difficulty 
the authorities will have implementing 
unpopular policies. Protests over the 
tax, which closed businesses in July, 
have merged with other grievances and 
led to widespread strikes in Oromia last 
week.

Back in Burayu, rather than risk an 
unaffordable tax demand next year, 
Abdella says he will try to support his 
family by working in the construction 
industry. He has no faith that the ruling 
coalition will change its ways to make 
life easier for small businesses. “I don’t 
think there will be a solution if this 
government stays,” he says.

The healthy part of Ethiopia’s tax regime
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 By Patrick Lang’at and Ibrahim Oruko

a
n angry President uhuru Kenyatta 
on Wednesday reprimanded the 
ruling Jubilee Party parliamenta-
ry leadership, largely made up of 

Deputy President William ruto’s allies, over 
a perceived intra-party rebellion, interviews 
with those who attended the meeting in Mom-
basa revealed on thursday.

Sources said the team had planned to 
broach the subject of the health of the ruling 
party amid fears of an implosion, only to be 
met with the tough talk that they were not 
toeing the party line, and should do so hence-
forth.

Dr ruto, sources said, was in the room 
when the President read the riot act to the 
party leaders.

that surprise move by the President was 
compounded by talk within his inner circle 
of the formation of the post of Parliamentary 

Secretary.
NeW BOSS
the holder of the office, preferably a former 

MP, will be at the level of Cabinet secretary 
and will link the executive to Parliament — an 
arrangement seen as a plan to tame aden Du-
ale and Kipchumba Murkomen, Parliament’s 
majority leaders.

former Jubilee interim vice-chairman Da-
vid Murathe, who quit his post to focus on a 
“Stop ruto” movement, has on several occa-
sions criticised the House leadership for what 
he feels is an anti-Jubilee stance.

“We cannot have a situation where our par-
ty leadership in Parliament is opposing the 
government. When you start threatening that 
you will go against the government, what you 
are doing is actually casting aspersions on the 
judgement of the President,” Mr Murathe said 
of the House leadership in august last year.

the ruto camp now sees that comment as 
the start of a targeted campaign against him.

MATIANG’I

With all Jubilee parliamentary leaders, save 
for National assembly Speaker Justin Muturi 
and nominated MP Cecily Mbarire, leaning to-
wards Dr ruto, there have been several cases 
of the House leadership appearing to antago-
nise the executive.

revelations of the Mombasa meeting came 
just two days after President Kenyatta re-or-
ganised his government and made Interior 
Cabinet Secretary fred Matiang’i in charge 
of a committee comprising his Cabinet col-
leagues to supervise and inspect the imple-
mentation of government projects, a distinct 
feature of Dr ruto’s tenure as DP in the last 
six years.

While this has irked the Deputy President’s 
allies, who had on Wednesday demanded 
clarity on his role, politicians close to Dr ruto 
were on thursday unusually forceful in their 
refusal to discuss the Matiang’i-led commit-
tee, reports of President Kenyatta reading the 

riot act to the party parliamentary leadership, 
as well as the floating of the parliamentary 
secretary option.

“things are bad,” a top Jubilee politician al-
lied to the DP told the Nation.

HarMONY
Officially, the Mombasa meeting was called 

to discuss the party legislative agenda, and 
secretary-general raphael tuju yesterday 
said that was all that transpired.

“Kenyans are very interesting people; they 
view their politicians as gladiators tearing 
each other in arenas. they demand to see 
blood, and when none is forthcoming, like 
was the case during the Mombasa meeting, 
they get disappointed,” Mr tuju said, dismiss-
ing talk of a stormy meeting at the coastal city.

But another member of the party who at-
tended the meeting said it was meant to re-
store harmony in the party.

“We should be reading from the same 
script. the President is focused on his legacy 

and wants to make sure that he delivers on his 
Big four agenda,” he said.

Dr ruto met Pentecostal evangelistic fel-
lowship of africa (Pefa) pastors at his Karen 
office in Nairobi, the third group of religious 
leaders to visit him in less than two weeks.

retreat
He waded into the debate over the effect of 

the elevation of Dr Matiang’i, saying all was 
well within government and the appointment 
had not whittled down his powers at all.

“Government officers at all levels should 
align their operations to the order issued by 
the President,” Dr ruto said in a tweet, his 
first comment on the order.

Yesterday, the Nation also learnt that a re-
treat that had been planned for next week at 
amboseli National Park, mooted by the ruto 
camp following Mr Murathe’s resignation, had 
been called off “because the timing is just not 
right”, according to a party insider.

 AGENCIES. 

President Kenyatta orders William Ruto allies to fall in line
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J
ambo and greet-
ings for the coming 
week that might yet 
again see the state 

power company exerting 
their powers to destabilise 
our lives big time, though 
we still don’t know what’s 
going on, as the game of 
cat and mouse with their 
mistreated customers con-
tinues.

Well you could say that 
the just ended Davos meet-
ing    in Switzerland, could 
almost be described as a 
‘cat and mouse game’, with 

the G 20 nations anually 
‘playing ‘ with the outsid-
ers,  though this year was 
lacking some ‘big shots’, 
which probably won’t 
make any difference to the 
outcome.

Over time, some of these 
events have been viewed 
as just expensive ‘see and 
be seen’ celebrity gather-
ings, though a few, particu-
larly if they involve climate 
change, have been more 
memorable than others.

But it was tax talk, not 
environmental matters 

that grabbed my attention 
one morning two years 
ago, when I heard a BBC an-
nouncer say “…..earns half a 
million dollars a minute”… 
and wondered, who does, 
and where, it sounded im-
possible.

The issue under discus-
sion was an explosive re-
port from Oxfam, a lead-
ing word charity, which 
revealed the shocking dis-
parities between the rich-
est people on the planet, 
and the massive majority…
the poorest.

There were interesting 
facts, like those who own 
and control the global 
wealth would at one time 
have filled an aeroplane, 
but by then, would only 
constitute a coach load.

… neatly explained, this 
meant that the richest 1% 
then owned as much as the 
3.6 billion people  of you, 
me and them put together, 
which made up the poorest 
half of the global popula-
tion.   Shocking.

A significant part of that 
BBC broadcast, was from 

Tax havens and tax talk!

Educating girls, pro-women policies, equality in the workplace - in Da-
vos this week, world leaders and campaigners sought new ideas to 
solve gender equality. At previous economic forums, the G20 Govern-
ments agreed to curb tax dodging by multinational companies  but this 
is still an ungoing  problem. FILE PHOTO

Start the week with Cynthia Stacey

a spokesman who, when ques-
tioned about the well known 
‘trickle down’ effect of wealth 
replied, “there is no trickle down 
effect, yet it’s what some world 
leaders have peddled for dec-
ades, but it doesn’t work, or aid 
economies”. 

This was a surprising turn 
around, because for so long this 
theory had been praised and 
endorsed like a biblical treatise, 
and    being preached to third 
world countries by bossy west-
ern powers must surely over 
time, have had policy changing 
consequences for some of the 
‘converts’.

The disclaimer spokesman, 
when asked what should be 
done instead, said “a crackdown 
on tax dodging would help…and 
shutting down the tax havens”.

This is a problem that has long 
caused anger in Britain, as citi-
zens ask why mega wealthy mul-
ti-nationals like Amazon, Google 
and Starbucks, a US coffee chain 
with over eight hundred UK out-
lets, evade taxes with impunity, 
whilst small defaulters are penal-
ised and punished.

Whilst exhorting developing 
countries to tighten up their tax 
base, some of the G20 nations 
have long welcomed the results 
of it into their banks, if coming 
from ‘foreign’ evaders, but seem 
to have cosy relationships with 

their domestic ones also.
…so does Britain.        In Janu-

ary, 2016, US firm Google agreed 
to pay 200 million dollars (130 
million pounds) in UK back 
taxes owed since 2005.    This 
‘peanut’ payment followed a six 
year enquiry by her Majesty’s 
Revenue and Customs, but it 
was estimated they should have 
been paying around 200 mil-
lion pounds per year, based on 
declared profits of 4 to 5 billion 
pounds…so why weren’t they?

Amazon and Facebook are also 
massive tax defaulters…sorry, 
we have to be polite…legal tax 
avoiders, but were they all    of-
fered  ‘sweetheart’ deals, as crit-
ics referred to the Google pact.

As readers might know, tax 
evasion is illlegal, but tax avoid-
ance isn’t, and a campaign-
er  for change, described the lat-
ter, as “defining the law in your 
own interests”.      That sounds 
dodgy to me, and of course you 
have to be rich    enough to pay 
the guys who’ll create your very 
own ultra clean unthruths, those 
shadowy wealth managers who 
‘ll ‘cook the books’ big time, mak-
ing fraudulant fiscal falsehoods… 
legal!

But why is this practice al-
lowed…and who’ll stop it?     

At Davos 2016, the intrepid 
lady Executive Director of Ox-
fam said that though the G20 

governments had finally agreed to curb tax 
dodging by multinational companies in 2015, 
but this still ignored the issue of tax havens, 
which didn’t help African govenmentst claim 
their fair share of taxes, and that the practice 
should be stopped….but    two years on has 
Davos 2018 brought  any changes….or do tax 
havens still flourish? 

Well still with tax issues, it’s two years  since 
amendments to the Finance Act 2016, that the 
government collected more than 3 billion/- 
from two telecommunication firms in Tanza-
nia, for July alone, an amazing result.

This was made possible by the installation 
of the Telecommunication Traffic Monitor-
ing System (TTMS) and a TRA spokesman said 
“this is a compliance monitoring    tool, and 
because the telecom companies here know 
that it’s in place, they now provide us with the 
correct data, which helps  a lot”.

Citing an example, we learnt that Vodacom 
for example, used to pay an everage of 360m /- 
per month on excise duty for money transfers, 
but in July, they paid 1.9 bn/-.      While Tigo 
who used to pay around 250 bn/- per month, 
then paid 1.48 bn/- for the same period.    

This seems more interesting for what can’t 
be said, rather than that which can, in that the 
companies started provding the correct data 
since the new the system was in place…but 
which really means now they know they could 
be found out, if underassessing….they opted to 
pay up!

Anyway, now officially under the auspices of 
the Tanzanian    Communications Regulatory 
Authority (TCRA)    this far reaching techno-
logical breakthrough, has robust benefits for 
the nation, or more specifically,  the Treasury, 
and like the letters BC (before Christ) and AD 
after, one could almost expect those involved 
in its operations, to start talking of BM, before 
monitoring and AM, after it, such is its impact.

  So with BM and AM, the before and after 
marker,  clearly revealing the discrpancies of 
scale in the revenue paid, there’s now a sort 
of reference point  for calculating back taxes 
also, should any companies lapse in their hon-
esty intent!

Well time to close this boring piece, but let’s 
hope that TTMS continues to assist the phone 
companies to maintain    their accurate tax 
payments, and since the point of taxes is to ul-
timately help the people….let’s say Halelluja to 
boosted revenues….and God Bless the taxman!
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New project launched to transform
lives of artisans in Morogoro Region
 By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE Tanzania Arts and Crafts Iden-
tification Project (TACIP) has launched 
new project aimed at transforming 
lives of artisans and craftsmen in Moro-
goro Region.

Among other issues, the project will 
provide artisans and craftsmen with 
skills that will make them explore and 
improve their talents through technol-
ogy.

Speaking at the official launch of 
the project, President of the Tanzania 
Federation of Crafts and Arts (TAFCA), 
Adrian Nyangamalle said that the ma-
jor aim of the project is to identify lo-
cal artists and craftsmen and link them 
with various opportunities to scale up 
their talents.

According to him, the project also 
works closely with the government to 

address various challenges facing the 
group.

Morogoro Regional Commissioner, 
Kebwe Steven Kebwe applauded ef-
forts done by TAFCA in collaboration 
with Data Vision International team for 
coming up with the project which will 
transform lives of local artisans and 
craftsmen in the country. 

According to him, under good 
supervision of the ministry of 
Information, Culture, Arts and Sports 
through National Arts Council, 
Tanzania (BASATA),  the project will 
enable the artisans to benefit more 
from their work by getting wider 
market to sell their products.

 “We are real thankful and we 
welcome TACIP in our region, my office 
promises to provide full support to 
enable its smooth implementation,” 
Kebwe said.

A representative of artists, Gozbetha 
Rwezaula said the implementation of 
the project is going to address various 
challenges facing the sector thus raising 
the local artistes to the international 
level.

She mentioned some challenges 
facing the artists as bureaucracy done 
by BASATA during registration, poor 
market, lack of access to loans and 
capital.

“We are appealing for the government 
to address this challenge. Artists should 
also make sure that they adhere to laws 
and regulations when fulfilling their 
duties,” she said.

Dumila Ward leadership promised 
to establish a special centre which will 
be used to bring together local artisans 
and craftsmen to discuss and share 
experiences and opportunities for 
their progress.

By Correspondent Tsitsi Matope

TANZANIA is working with partners 
to battle Female Genital Mutilation 
(FGM) cultural practice in many parts 
of the country, especially Serengeti Dis-
trict where many girls are affected.

In 2018, a total of 1,471 girls aged 
between 9 and 19 fled their homes in 
protest of this cultural practice that has 
over the years led to some women and 
girls suffering health complications 
while others have died during or after 
the initiation.

But thanks to the FGM elimination 
project (Tokomeza Ukeketaji) support-
ed through the Trust Fund to End Vio-
lence Against Women, and managed by 
UN Women, which resulted into a total 
of 96 traditional elders and six cutters 
in Serengeti district abandon the prac-
tice last year. 

Through the project, the residents 

have committed to an alternative rites 
of passage ceremony that managed to 
protect 634 girls who were supposed to 
have suffered FGM in the district. 

This turn of events represents a sig-
nificant number of elders and cutters 
in the Serengeti district who no longer 
believe that the tradition of cutting 
girls has a role in modern society.

The Tanzania Demographic and 
Health Survey (2015/2016) indicates 
that an estimated 7.9 million women 
and girls have undergone FGM across 
the country. 

In 2015, 10 percent of women age 15- 
49 were circumcised, a decline from 
18 percent in 1996. Mara region has a 
female genital prevalence rate of 39.9 
percent, while among the Kurya tribe 
alone; it is estimated at 75 percent.

The government through local au-
thorities works with community-based 
organisations in campaigns that reflect 

the dehumanizing nature and associ-
ated health risks of female genital mu-
tilation.

The African Medical and Research 
Foundation (AMREF) in 2018 imple-
mented the Tokomeza Ukeketaji pro-
ject whereas the project manager, 
Godfrey Matumu, said as campaigns 
against the harmful practice had inten-
sified awareness among women and 
girls.

The organization is collaborating 
with the police and the Legal Human 
Rights Centre to mobilise local com-
munities in Mara region to end FGM 
and instead invest in the education of 
their girls.

“Many girls continue to run for their 
lives in the affected areas. We have a 
safe house in Serengeti where many of 
these girls are now staying,” Matumu 
said.

New project protects scores of girls 
from undergoing FGM in Serengeti

Morogoro Regional Commissioner,  Kebwe Steven Kebwe (L) receives teaching materials of TACIP project from TAFCA presi-
dent, Adrian Nyangamalle. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

A traditional elder addresses some of the girls who went through the Alternative Rites of Passage initiation, which excluded 
female genital mutilation, in the Borenga community in Serengeti last month.
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Daunting challenges meet Ethiopia’s promising reforms
 By Mebratu D Kelecha

T
here are diverse experiences 
of “democratic transition” 
around the world, as well 
as the causes that lead to 

such transition and its outcomes. As 
the factors of “democratic transition” 
are inherently diverse and complex, 
the current transition in Ethiopia also 
cannot be explained by one factor, as 
shown below.

Factors that cause transition
The ruling EPRDF rejected changes 

for a long time. Curbing reformist 
elements within the party and 
suppressing the oppositions were 
rampant. These practices forced some 
groups to take up arms against the 
regime because they believed that 
there was no alternative to moving to 
a democratic system except through 
armed struggle. But the current 
transition is not linked to any of these 
arm struggles waged against the regime 
by rebellions.

It must be clear that none of the 
armed forces solely caused the ongoing 
changes in the country except to play a 
role in popular protests and solidarity 
movements organized by the lead 
organizers.

In fact, many of them were invited to 
come to the country after the protest 
movements forced then prime minister 
Hailemariam Desalegn to resign and 
brought Abiy Ahmed to the helm of 
the national power. Opposition forces 
have not been able to meaningfully 
challenge the EPRDF because of its 
extreme polarization and fragility 
partly as a result of its own repressive 
policies. Thus, no political parties, their 
leaders or ideology can fake political 
history and claim victory for a political 
current that they have not precipitated, 
controlled or delivered.

However, there are many other 
interrelated and essential factors 
that have caused the transition. First, 
there are factors that aggravated the 
regime’s crises and the inability of the 
EPRDF to confront them effectively. 
These crises include economic, 
cultural, social and political. The 
regime could not effectively cope with 
these crises, despite public tolerance, 
so it further lost its legitimacy as the 
public opposition intensified against 
it, supported by largely non-violent 
movements. After being plunged into 
a constant crisis, EPRDF embraced 
the political openness to overcome 
its problems and seem to be following 
the path of democratization to 
accommodate the opposition.

Second, since the death of the late 
Meles Zenawi in August 2012, there 
have been concerns about the relative 
balance of power among political 
actors in the constituent parties of the 
EPRDF. In addition, public protests 
threatened the cohesion of the ruling 
elite, empowering those in need of 
change, gradually joining popular 
protests. This strengthened the public 
support of the popular protests and 
increased the perseverance of the 
grassroots social movements and their 
effectiveness in fighting the heavy-
handedness of the government.

With the intensification of protests, 
the rift between the hardliners and the 
soft-liners in the EPRDF has widened, 
and eventually the reform wing of the 
ruling elite has come to the conviction 
that moving on the road to democracy 
is the safest way to avoid the possibility 
of regime change by force. On the other 
hand, the absence of strong opposition 
forces capable of coordinating and 
leading the transition has increased the 
bargaining capacity of the reformers 
within the ruling party to continue 
incumbency during the transition 
period to avoid the possibility of 
regime change that they feared would 
disintegrate the country.

Third, the popular protest that 
shocked the country for more than 
three years is the main trigger of 
the transition. It is argued that the 
current transition took place based 
on an agreement reached through 
bargaining and negotiations between 
the reform wing of the ruling party 
and the lead organizers of the popular 
protests, especially after the twin 
politicians, Lemma Megersa and Abiy 
Ahmed, were appointed to the office 
of president and vice president of the 
Oromia regional state respectively.

The reform group was also convinced 
that it is unable to continue the closed 
policies and repressive practices due to 

the pressures from popular protests. 
Thus, the option of political openness 
and the transition to a democratic 
system agreed with the lead organizers 
of the social movements.

As noted here, the current reform 
is triggered by a combination of 
factors, mainly pressures from popular 
protests and the political leadership of 
the reform wing of the EPRDF regime. 
Thus, it is a transition from within the 
existing system and the grassroots 
social movement. The process began 
when the group known as TeamLemma 
has come to the conviction that the cost 
of opening up and democratization 
was less than the cost of continuing 
the two and half decades authoritarian 
practices. Since then, this reform wing 
has played a key role in shifting the 
balance of power within the EPRDF 
and in engineering radical reforms.

The transition process so far 
corresponds to a gradual transformation 
of the political system into several 
stages: from movement to political 
openness, a promising democratic 
transition through the promise of free 
and fair elections in 2020 and another 
stages of consolidation of democracy. 
Despite inspiring reform initiatives, the 
unprecedented developments in the 
country require a political road map 
and appropriate institutional support. 
From this perspective, the creation of 
a new democratic system is facing a 
major test.

Decompression of 
authoritarianism

Today in Ethiopia there are signs 
of a more liberal and open political 
space than ever before. This includes 
the release of imprisoned journalists 
and political prisoners, the easing 
of restrictions on public expression, 
the decriminalization of armed 
opposition groups previously seen as 
terrorists (save for latest developments 
involving the OLF, which requires its 
own analysis), and the commitment to 
respect human rights.

The open rejection of the “messianic” 
ideology of revolutionary democracy 
by ODP and ADP, much to the chagrin 
of the TPLF, is another sign that seems 
to be moving in the right direction. 
These are bold steps to correct past 
mistakes. And, the new prime minister 
has expressed his desire to create a 
durable democratic space of a wider 
spectrum in his inaugural speech in 
parliament on April 2, 2018, and at 
the consultative meeting held on 27 
November 2018 with more than 80 
political parties registered in Ethiopia 
as well as those that returned to the 
country at the invitation of the Prime 
Minister.

Despite these real hopes, however, 
it does not mean that it as simple as 
a walk in the park. The challenges 
remain immense and range from 
political, security, economic to social 
problems all of which requiring quick 
and appropriate responses from the 

Government. If not properly managed, 
the current political opening may take 
several dangerous routes. Returning to 
some form of authoritarian regime or 
engaging in an internal conflict is not 
impossible, as deadly conflicts persist.

It is too early to comment on 
Ethiopia’s course in this regard, but 
there is some evidence that Prime 
Minister Abiy Ahmed’s reform 
programs are being seriously tested. 
However, a non-violent transition, 
the kind of transition initiated by the 
reformist group within EPRDF and 
supported by the non-violent popular 
uprising, is often accompanied by 
a higher degree of democracy and 
better opportunities to continue and 
strengthen the emerging democratic 
system. Organized political parties 
should be able to take advantage of this 
opportunity to advance democratic 
governance on the horizon. So far, 
the one thing so clear is that the old 
authoritarian elements of the regime 
have collapsed, but building a new 
democratic system faces a serious 
challenge.

Obstacles and Challenges facing 
the transition

After a year of political openness, 
one of the questions that has yet to be 
answered by the group leading this 
transition is what should be the next 
step after the release of dissidents 
and the decriminalization of armed 
opposition parties to create free and 
open democratic space? Central to this 
is the strength of the opposition forces 
to engage in the transition process 
and the ability of the Government to 
ensure respect for the rule of law while 
accommodating diverse views on the 
programs of transition. These points 
are elaborated as follows.

The popular protests that have 
endured heavy government 
crackdowns for more than three years 
in a row led to the collapse of the old 
EPRDF as we know it and opened the 
transition to democracy in the absence 
of a viable and alternative opposition 
force to participate. As it appears in 
the transition process, the opposition 
parties are weak and therefore have 
limited capacity to influence the 
management of the transition process. 
This is the main reason why the 
popular protests did not pose a major 
threat to the ruling party’s continued 
incumbency to lead the transition to 
democracy. Not surprisingly, activists 
and individual figures appear to have 
a greater influence on the transition 
process than organized opposition 
parties.

The influence of the opposition 
forces is weakened even after the 
collapse of the undemocratic elements 
of the regime. As a result, the structure 
of the current transition reflects a 
significant power imbalance between 
the Government and the opposition 
in favor of the former. The opposition 
and their leaders are lagging behind 

in bargaining and negotiating with the 
Government on the steps and actions 
necessary to create a democratic 
system on the ruins of the old regime.

The continuing fragility of the 
opposition could lead to yet another 
stage of EPRDF dominance in the 
political settlement of Ethiopia if the 
opposition forces remain weak and 
cannot form a viable alternative to 
negotiating the rules of the democratic 
game. In addition, the public is 
concerned that if there is no consensus 
on the rules of the democratic game 
before the elections within EPRDF 
and among the opposition forces, the 
electoral process and the possible 
consequences of electoral violence will 
pose a serious threat to the survival of 
the Ethiopian state.

On the other hand, everyone now 
understands that the decompression 
of authoritarianism does not in itself 
lead to transition to a democratic polity 
unless the rule of law is respected. A 
look at change and continuity in the 
political life of Ethiopia tells us that 
the release of dissidents and a thriving 
press at the beginning of the 1991 
transition period did not lead to a new 
democratic dispensation, except that 
they first raised public expectations, 
a kind of euphoria that we have been 
witnessing lately.

However, the failure to fulfill 
promises led to growing frustration 
over the next 27 years of the EPRDF 
rule. Respect for the rule of law should 
be the top priority of the government. 
In this regard, the continued conflicts 
in different parts of the country is 
worrying, since the likelihood of such 
events to trigger a return to some form 
of authoritarianism or might escalate 
into the disintegration of more than 
100 million population of the country 
is not unlikely. Such a scenario may 
plunge the entire region into chaos.

The collapse of the current 
Ethiopian state is tantamount to 
committing collective suicide, and 
therefore political parties, particularly 
the youths, have a vested interest 
and moral responsibility to prevent 
such a tragedy from happening by 
deescalating the conflicts. Thus, 
ensuring peace and order should be a 
priority for Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed 
by establishing the rule of law to resolve 
conflicts that spread throughout the 
country. It also helps create a sense of 
citizenship and belonging to a political 
community without political affiliation 
or membership in ethnic communities, 
which will have a positive effect on 
reducing tensions.

Citizen perseverance is also key to the 
success of democracy in any country, 
so the Ethiopian public is no longer 
satisfied only with the holding of an 
election but will also be very interested 
in what happens to their votes after 
the elections. In other words, new 
generations of young people want to 
do whatever the law allows, so that 
their votes have real impacts, unlike 

in the past. As elections are too close, 
can the government put in place 
institutional backing to the expanding 
democratic space to meet the growing 
expectations? There are several things 
that must be wisely managed to deal 
with this concern.

First, on the way to building 
democracy, it is necessary to clarify 
the short-term and long-term agendas. 
The question is, of course, “how”? It 
is necessary to organize the rules of 
political engagement and participation.

A clear political roadmap is needed 
to support the impressive measures 
aimed at creating a transitional order. 
Thus, the new political leaders must 
proceed by distancing themselves 
from self-praise triumphalism. They 
will have to be courageous, show 
political imagination and tolerance 
for differences in order to create a 
solid democratic order. Clear vision 
and purpose are needed to tread the 
uncharted waters of post-authoritarian 
construction.

Second, institutional and political 
reconstruction are required to entrust 
people with all sovereign checks and 
balances. There is need for strong civil 
society organizations dedicated to 
promoting the values of democracy, 
voter education and constructive 
engagement with key actor such as the 
electoral commission, political parties 
and the security agencies.

Third, the significant rise in the level 
of access to and use of social media 
and modern technology and tools 
such as the Internet, mobile phone, 
Facebook and Twitter have become 
important means of mobilization 
particularly during the protests across 
the country. Parties and candidates 
have embraced them, but the influence 
they exert in the political field comes 
with treacherous possibilities. Certain 
aspects of the wave of ethnic conflicts 
spreading throughout the country can 
be attributed to the increasing use of 
social media.

Moreover, the growth of “fake news” 
is a threat to the spread of legitimate 
news. An increasing number of 
Ethiopian journalists often use social 
media platforms to get news, creating 
the possibility of writing an incorrect 
story. Thus, with increasing reliance on 
social media to obtain news and form 
opinions, can the new leadership find 
a method of ensuring that the political 
news being broadcast on social media 
does not endanger public peace and 
order?

Fourth, the creation of a durable 
democratic space should not become 
hostage to the generosity of the 
incumbent or the short-lived passion 
of the population. Much needs to be 
done starting with the revision of the 
repressive laws such as the electoral 
laws, the anti-terrorism, cyber-
security and charities legislation and 
proclamations.

However, the most sustainable 
support for democracy must come 
from the institutional checks and 
balances of government power. For 
instance, a durable democracy needs 
a legislative body that can serve as a 
significant audit of the executive. In 
the past, because of the democratic 
centralism ideology of the ruling party, 
the Ethiopian parliament was a mere 
rubber stamp of EPRDF decisions.

For the first time, ODP’s MPs have 
deviated from the decision of the 
party when eighty-eight lawmakers 
voted against the second state of 
emergency declared by the Council of 
Ministers in mid-February 2017. Such 
a different voice is strictly contrary 
to the discipline of the party. Thus, in 
the interests of a wider democratic 
space, can the ruling party continue to 
provide more room for the opposition 
and encourage pluralism in its own 
ranks?

Fifth, the existence of an 
independent and impartial judiciary 
is a fundamental requirement of 
democratic Ethiopia. The recent 
appointment of a prominent lawyer 
and women’s rights activist Meaza 
Ashenafi to head the Federal Supreme 
Court indicates the desire to do away 
with the basis of authoritarian rule in 
Ethiopia: executive control over the 
judicial system. However, creating an 
efficient and independent judiciary is a 
long-term effort.

The same holds true in reforming 
the electoral board. In the light of the 
upcoming general elections, it is urgent 
to take bold measures to strengthen 
the independence and authority of 

the National Electoral Commission, 
including procedures for a strong 
public scrutiny of its officials. The same 
applies to other key institutions, such 
as the Commission on Human Rights 
and the Ombudsman.

However, given that the elections 
are a mere one year and a half away, 
can we expect that the reform leaders 
will be able to strengthen these 
institutions and institutionalize the 
rule of democratic game so that they 
play a crucial role to safeguard against 
authoritarian bents in the transition 
process? This shall be a test of time as 
we proceed to the forthcoming general 
elections.

Finally, the biggest challenges will 
come from competing nationalism 
and their potential links to organized 
politics. The new leaders seemed 
to have embraced a pro-Ethiopian 
nationalism and enjoy a broad based 
support. For some time, it seemed 
this support was a lasting support. But 
there is no guarantee that this support 
from the rival nationalist movements 
will continue, because their alliance 
is not strategically based on shared 
political visions. This exacerbates the 
challenges facing the current transition.

On one hand the fierce rivalry 
between the various competing 
nationalist movements may not create 
a fertile ground for the development 
of a democratic culture. On the other 
hand, the inability of the government 
to tame these nationalist movements 
to the extent that it undermines the 
possibility of transition to democracy 
is also endangering the incumbency 
of the EPRDF as a governing national 
coalition in the forthcoming elections.

Basically, the threat to EPRDF’s 
survival comes from multiple sources: 
one from its incapability to tame the 
nationalist movements; two from its 
regional competitors; and three from 
its own ranks. It seems that some 
elements of the EPRDF and the armed 
opposition parties are preoccupied 
with their own gain at the expense of 
the collective fate of the country.

The question and the great concern 
is therefore if political openness 
endangers the survival of the EPRDF 
or poses a serious threat to the survival 
of the state, will the new leaders 
remain committed to expanding the 
democratic space or resort to the use 
of force to overcome the threat? Again, 
the use of force to overcome this danger 
would undermine the aspiration to 
expand democratic space. One of 
the big risks that Prime Minister Abiy 
Ahmed faces is also the ways in which 
the basic contradiction within the 
EPRDF and between rival nationalist 
movements can be accommodated in 
his present initiatives and future reform 
programs. It is therefore not easy to 
know where these links, competition 
and conflicts between political parties 
and varied nationalist movements will 
lead.

People’s power victories can be 
lost

The authoritarian rule is gone, but 
the remnants may still exist. Not much 
in terms of personalities, political 
language and symbolism of actual 
political power, but in terms of political 
chaos or even immorality. Politics 
must be restored as a moral project 
with goals beyond leaders, parties 
and ideologies. The critical mass that 
ultimately led to the defeat the old 
order, with the tipping-point provided 
by TeamLemma, should be able to 
prove its sustainability in the reform 
and transition phase. In other words, 
they must be able to institutionalize a 
new democratic order on the ruins of 
the old and the vestiges it left behind. 
But this is a tight political rope for all 
concerned.

The presence of two divergent visions 
of Ethiopia -- one slipping toward 
despotism with political regionalism 
rearing its head, and the other, an 
ambition toward a democratic future 
-- is a delicate path to navigate by the 
current leadership. As recent trends go 
by, once again, it seems the party, the 
state and society are being blended 
in political warfare - and uncertainty 
is clouding the hopes for free and fair 
elections. The inability to overcome 
these challenges means that people’s 
power victories can be lost, leaving 
the stage for unpredictable fall out. No 
victory that began defeating the power 
of the people outlasts it.

Agencies

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
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Zoom Tanzania targets 
growing population of 
‘netizens’ towards 2020   

Geita Mine’s 98bn/- 
power plant to 
boost production 
at the gold mine

 By Guardian Reporter

Geita Gold Mine Limited (GGML) 
said the construction of its $43m 
(98bn/-) power plant at its mine in 
Geita is completed, with the new 
40Mw facility producing its first 
electricity in August last year. 

The plant which is  built to support 
the mine’s operations over the long-
term will play a key role in ensuring 
stable, reliable energy supply for 
mining and processing activities 
at the mine. The GGM remains a 
significant provider of reliable and 
decent employment in Geita region 
and a key contributor to both the 
local and national economy. 

“We’re proud of this new 
investment, which fits in with 
Tanzania’s broader industrialization 
and skills development ambitions,” 
Simon Shayo, GGML Vice President 
for Sustainability.

“The power plant is an opportunity 
to employ more Tanzanians to look 
after its ongoing operations and 
maintenance,” Shayo added.

Compared to the old plant, the new 
energy generating capability will be 
more efficient with lower operational 
and maintenance costs. It will support 
the mine’s transition from open-pit to 
underground mining operations, thus 
cementing its presence in Tanzania’s 
mining sector, the company stated in 
a statement. 

Geita Gold Mine is currently  the 
single largest mine in Tanzania in 
terms of operations and output and is 
currently transitioning from open cast 
to underground mining, reflecting 
the company’s commitment for 
further investments in the country, 
the statement added. 

An efficient and reliable power 
supply is a key pre-requisite for not 
only ensuring stable operations of 
the mine, but also creating a solid 
operational foundation for future 

investment in extending the life of 
this important mine, which has a 
workforce of nearly 4,000 people, 
employed directly by the mine or by 
contractors.

By generating over 40-megawatt 
electricity, the power plant will 
be directly supporting GGML 
underground mining. The operation 
method, which the company have 
recently adopted, will gradually lead 
the mine to a complete shift from 
open pit mining. This method will 
increase the lifespan of the mine and 
sustain its current workforce of which 
96 percent are Tanzanian nationals.

The constant supply of power 
to the underground mining will 
reduce company operational cost 
while maintaining its productivity. 
GGML will be able to pay more taxes 
and royalties to the government, 
while surrounding communities 
will continue to benefit from GGML 
Corporate Social Investments. 
Further, local businesses will continue 
to grow through its purchase of 
products and services.

“Building the power plant and 
running lines to the processing plant, 
is only the first step to generating 
success,” said Marwa Makori, a GGML 
engineer who has been working on 
the construction of the power plant 
since the project’s inception.

“Running plants efficiently and 
consistently improving efficiency as 
they run, is the path to ensuring the 
profitability and sustainability of the 
operation over time,” Eng Makori 
added.

The plant consists of an engine 
hall, four-stroke generating sets, 
and a spare bay built to allow the 
installation of a fifth set in the future, 
if required. Importantly, the plant is 
equipped with Continuous Emission 
Monitoring Systems (CEMS), a 
leading-edge technology used to 
minimize emissions.

NMB waives fees charges on transactions efective February 2019
By Guardian Reporter

IN a bid to encourage the public 
use banking services regular and 
speed up the government’s financial 
inclusion drive, NMB Bank Plc will 
effective February 1, 2019 abolish 
various fees charges on transactions.

 The move dubbed, ‘free banking,’ 
will also play a leading role in growth 
and economic development of the 
country, the bank’s Head of Payments 
and Accounts, Michael Mungure said 

Mungure told journalists in Dar 
es Salaam last Friday that the bank’s 

move follows customer survey and 
research to find out reasons behind 
most Tanzanians not using banking 
services. “Our free banking product 
is being introduced to encourage the 
public use formal banking services in 
their daily lives,” Mungure noted.

He named some of the fees and 
charges to be abolished as those 
involving individual account 
opening, monthly maintenance fees, 
transaction fees and dormant account 
revival fees. “Another fee which has 
been abolished effect next February 
is that of transferring money from 

one account to another within NMB 
Bank but also balance inquiry fees,” 
he added.

Speaking at the same press 
conference, NMB Bank’s Senior 
Manager for Liabilities and Payments, 
Stephen Adili called on the public 
to make use of the ‘free banking’ 
system being introduced in February 
to official join the country’s largest 
commercial bank.

“The public should make use of this 
new offer to open and revive their 
accounts with NMB which can now 
be easily done by digital technology 

including use of mobile phones,” 
Adili advised while stressing that 
joining NMB also comes with a host of 
benefits such as access to loans.

“Opening of new accounts or 
reviving dormant accounts can 
now be done easily and freely by 
individuals or groups of people to the 
benefit of the economy in general,” 
Adili noted noting that in the modern 
world people without bank accounts 
are marginalised economically 
as they can’t access a number of 
products designed to grow them.

NMB Bank’s Senior Manager  for Liabilities and Payments, Stephen Adili speaking at a press conference in Dar es Salaam while announcing the bank’s decision to remove vari-
ous fees last Friday. Looking on (C) is the bank’s Head of Payments and Accounts, Michael Mungure and Head of Customer Experience, Abella Tarimo. Photo: courtesy of NMB. 

 By Beatrice Philemon

T
HE number of SIM cards in use in 
Sub-Saharan Africa is expected to 
reach nearly one billion by 2020 
from 731 million in 2016. During the 

same period, the number of mobile broadband 
connections is also expected to reach half a bil-
lion by 2020, which is double the number as of 
end 2016. 

Zoom Tanzania Chief Executive Officer, Mili 
Rughani said in Dar es Salaam yesterday that ac-
cording a global digital report for 2018 released 
by We are Social and Hootsuite, Africa saw the 
fastest growth in internet penetration in 2018, 
with the number of internet users growing by 
more than 20 percent compared to 2017.

Rughani said much of the growth has been 
supported by the availability of more afford-
able smartphones and mobile data plans. She 
noted that Zoom Tanzania has also been riding 
high on the wave of digitalization, supporting 
customers using its platform that has been con-
necting buyers and sellers since 2009. 

“Last year, Zoom Tanzania took pride in 
growing the business footprint of its more than 
10,000 customers across the different catego-
ries by providing a wider platform to market 
their products and services across the coun-
try,” Rughani said. 

The Zoom Tanzania CEO further noted that 
the company’s online marketing platform has 
witnessed a surge in inquiries from 200,000 
per week in 2017 to more than 350,000 each 
week.

“In 2018, the company saw a hike in its 
monthly online traffic sessions from 450,000 
in 2017 to 550,000 in 2018, which was a 22.2 
percent increase,” Rughani added while point-
ing out that the 1.5 million sessions generated 
quarterly was supported by a 30.4 percent 
increase in daily users from 23,000 in 2017 to 
more than 30,000 users in 2018. 

“Traffic without leads is nothing, and so the 
marketing team was able to devise and imple-
ment strong campaigns to increase revenue 
for its customers which took shape in form 
of a 22.2 percent increase in quarterly leads 
to 220,000 in 2018 from 180,000 in 2017,” the 
Zoom Tanzania CEO revealed. 

Zoom Tanzania social media footprint also 
grew to respond to the need for growing its 
clients’ businesses with 212,000 on Facebook, 
9,000 on Instagram and 2,800 on Twitter dur-
ing the period. 

“Every month, there was around 20,000 so-
cial media engagement across our social media 
platforms on the back of 10 million impressions 
of its content. Zoom Tanzania performance 
was not just reflected on its website and social 
media platforms, but also on its dedication in 
supporting its customers,” she added.

To support its rapid growth and customer 
demand, the company brought on board a 
team of category specialists to look after the 
different categories and ensure growth and 
real-time support for its customers by the end 
of 2018. 

Using the digital platform that has been con-
necting buyers and sellers since 2009, Zoom 
Tanzania is dedicated towards contributing 
to the Tanzania Development Vision 2025 of 
being a nation whose people have a positive 
mindset cultivated through entrepreneurship 
among other things.

Zoom Tanzania Chief Executive Officer, Mili Rughani. 

EXPANSION 

By Guardian Reporter

Serengeti Breweries Limited has 
launched a campaign to sensitize con-
sumers on responsible alcohol consump-
tion in the country’s second largest city of 
Mwanza.

The campaign, dubbed, ‘Don’t drink 
and drive,’ was launched last Friday with 
a forum to discuss responsible drinking 
that included the regional traffic police 
division, Sumatra and other stakeholders 
in the transportation sector. 

Speaking during the launch of the cam-
paign, Mwanza Regional Traffic Officer, 
Mkaddam Hamis said by involving the 
police force in the campaign, SBL had set 
the pace in supporting the government in 
creating awareness on the dangers of ir-
responsible drinking. 

Mkaddam noted that a section of the 
population, especially the drivers, con-
sume alcohol excessively without   con-
sidering the repercussions caused by 
their actions, cautioning that such negli-
gence often leads to fatal accidents.

“We all know that alcoholism is directly 
linked to reckless driving which in some 
cases leads to serious road accidents 
which have serious impacts in the soci-
ety.   The impacts not only affect consum-
ers but also endanger the lives of others, 
thus losing or disabling many people who 
otherwise would have contributed to the 
country’s social-economic growth,” the 
RTO added.

 He noted that besides causing un-
called-for deaths and injuries, the result-
ant accidents from irresponsible alcohol 

consumption have serious impacts on 
the health sector for they overburden the 
sector’s already bloated budget through 
treatment and the provision of other ser-
vices to the victims.  

 “These accidents also overburden 
our law enforcement officers because 
they have to daily handle scores of traffic 
cases which could otherwise have been 
avoided, which, more often than not,  are 
caused by drunken driving,” Mkaddam 
observed.

Elaborating on how the campaign will 
help the society, the regional traffic boss 
said: “All of us, ranging from the traffic 
enforcement officers, drivers, the com-
munity and other stakeholders have the 
responsibility to make sure that we find 
out the best way to curb irresponsible 
drinking. I am happy to see that SBL has 
recognized the fact that apart from sell-
ing alcohol, they also have a role to play 
in encouraging responsible drinking”.

SBL’s Director of Corporate Relations, 
John Wanyancha said that the responsi-
ble drinking campaign is aimed at build-
ing awareness among the public to advise 
them that they can drink responsibly and 
get on with their pleasures without caus-
ing accidents.   SBL also engaged St. Au-
gustine University students on responsi-
ble drinking during weekend at its main 
campus in Mwanza.

Targeting over 100 students at SAUT, 
SBL’s pep talk, under the tagline: ‘Drink 
better, not more,’the beer brewer’s cam-
paign is aimed at sensitizing student on 
the dangers associated with irresponsible 
drinking. 

SBL launches ‘Don’t drink and 
drive’ campaign in Mwanza

SENSITIZATION 



 By Guardian Reporter

A 
special platform 

to provide digital 

financial services 

to micro and small 

credit cum savings groups 

dubbed, ‘Pamoja Group Sav-

ing,’ will soon be introduced by 

Vodacom Tanzania Plc and TPB 

Bank Plc in the market.

In a statement released on 

Saturday, Vodacom said the 

new service will allow group 

members to save securely, ac-

cess loans effectively and invest 

with transparency through the 

M-Pesa platform.

“I believe that each and every 

one of us either knows of or is a 

member of a Saccos, Kikoba or 

Upatu. Vodacom in recognising 

the huge role that groups sav-

ings play in boosting and rais-

ing incomes among different 

community members, decided 

to create a service to make 

these groups more efficient but 

also move them into the digital 

financing space,” said Epimack 

Mbeteni, Director of M-Com-

merce at Vodacom Tanzania

Official date shows that an 

estimated 16 percent of the 

Tanzanian adult population 

(over 4.4 million people), the 

majority of them being women, 

are enrolled in over 50,000 

village savings and loans groups 

(VICOBAs) holding savings of 

over 100bn/- in cash. 

Apart from the formal 

registered group there are also 

an estimated over 50,000 other 

informal groups involved in 

peer group savings and lending 

through social networks 

like alumni groups, family 

associations, professional 

groups, among others.

As a market leader in 

the mobile money space, 

Vodacom’s M-Pesa has 

introduced many innovative 

solutions that address the 

needs of the market helping its 

customers move into the digital 

era hence the introduction 

of Vodacom Pamoja Group 

Savings is dedicated for such 

initiatives. 

 Vodacom Group wallet 

‘Pamoja’ seeks to address some 

of the challenges long faced by 

the VICOBA and Saccos groups 

which include security, record 

keeping, fund collection and 

disbursement, among others 

by offering a sustainable and 

scalable platform.

Among other benefits, use 

of ‘Pamoja Group Saving,’ will 

allow members to be able 

to follow through various 

group transactions including 

available group contribution 

balance hence enhancing 

increased transparency, reduce 

complexity and uncertainty 

associated with managing 

group finances.
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Vodacom, Postal Bank 
to debut M-Pesa groups’ 
savings platform 

CAPE TOWN

WhereIsMyTransport, a public 

transport data and technology 

company founded in Cape Town 

and incorporated in the UK, has 

announced an investment of 

$1.85m from Liil Ventures and 

Goodwell Investments as part of 

its Series A funding round.

The investment has been 

secured as the company expands 

its digital mapping of formal and 

informally run public transport 

networks into new emerging 

markets, including its first data 

collection projects in India and 

Latin America.

Data for more than 30 major 

cities in emerging markets 

are now available on the 

WhereIsMyTransport integrated 

mobility data platform - an 

open API for mobility data and 

commuter services.

Returning investor Goodwell 

Investments is joined by Liil 

Ventures, a Corporate Venture 

Capital fund in the mobility 

sector. Wim van der Beek, 

founder and managing partner at 

Goodwell Investments, said poor 

mobility in emerging markets is 

a huge social issue that has been 

overlooked for years.

In his view, 

WhereIsMyTransport’s data 

and technology has a direct and 

sustainable positive impact on the 

livelihood of hundreds of millions 

of excluded households in these 

markets. “WhereIsMyTransport 

and its solutions are perfectly 

aligned with our investment 

strategy, and we are thrilled to 

continue to support the company 

and its mission for social change,” 

Van der Beek said in a statement.

In recognition of its 

achievements in Africa 

and further afield, 

WhereIsMyTransport recently 

received an award for Innovation 

and Service Transformation from 

the State Information Technology 

Agency (SITA) and an award for 

Outstanding Achievement in 

Transport Innovation from the 

Intelligent Transport Society.

The award for Outstanding 

Achievement, from the Intelligent 

Transport Society (ITS), is given 

to transport organisations 

improving operational efficiency, 

reducing carbon emissions and 

making transport systems more 

accessible.

Cape Town tech firm secures $1.85m funding to expand

 By Guardian Reporter

SMALL and Medium Size entrepreneurs 

who are clients of Diamond Trust Bank were 

given knowledge and skills on how to exploit 

the bank’s products including loans but also 

understand the 2018 Finance Act for the pur-

pose of paying government taxes.

In a statement, DTB Tanzania said in part-

nership with tax consulting firm, PKF Associ-

ates, the workshop also equipped SME clients 

with record keeping of their businesses but 

also how to apply and utilise loans.

The statement further noted that the work-

shop comprehensively covered the compli-

ance and regulatory requirements including 

the Finance Act 2018/19 that came into ef-

fect on the 1st July 2018; setting out various 

amendments and guidelines on taxation and 

practical aspects of labour laws in the country. 

The participants also had an exposure to 

DTB Tanzania’s product and services avail-

able which included bank guarantees, letters 

of credit, insurance premium financing, funds 

transfer services and cash in transit. 

Speaking with the SME clients, DTB Tanza-

nia CEO and Country Manager, Viju Cherian 

reiterated they are targeting SMEs with similar 

workshops across the bank’s branch network 

in the country. “The purpose is to enlighten 

the SMEs on good business practices – from 

book keeping, business compliance and credit 

management, which are all key ingredients for 

successful business management,” Cherian 

said.

“SMEs are a very special segment of the 

economy that needs sustained support. DTB 

Tanzania has granted loans of more than 

285bn/- to Tanzanian SMEs with the SME loan 

book representing 40 percent of the bank’s to-

tal loan portfolio,” Cherian added. 

DTB-Tanzania presently has a network of 28 

branches in Tanzania, 14 branches in Dar es 

Salaam; two branches in Arusha and Mwanza 

and one each in Dodoma, Kahama, Mbeya, 

Morogoro, Moshi, Mtwara, Mwanza, Tabora, 

Tanga and Zanzibar.

DTB Tanzania is part of DTB Group, a pan 

East African banking group, with over 130 

branches across Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda and 

Burundi. The bank is also an affiliate of the 

Agha Khan fund for Economic Development 

(AKFED), the economic development arm of 

the Aga Khan Development Network. 

Diamond Trust Bank, PKF Associates equip 
SME customers with inancial, tax skills

Mobisol’s 16m/- solar system 
donation to end Kisongo 
Prison’s lighting shortage

INNOVATION 

GROWTH 

ENGAGEMENT 

A cross-section of SME representatives from Dodoma city follow closely the proceedings during a one day workshop jointly organized 
by DTB Tanzania and PKF Associates last week. Photo: courtesy of DTB. 

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

ARUSHA based Kisongo Prison staff, their 

families and inmates heaved a sigh of relief 

during the weekend when Mobisol Tanzania 

Limited donates solar power system worth 

16.4m/- to end its lighting challenge especially at 

night.

The Mobisol solar system’s donation means 

that Kisongo is now safe from insecurity caused 

by darkness when national grid power fails.

Arusha Regional Commissioner, Mrisho Gam-

bo who activated the solar system at the prison 

which covers 90 percent of the facility’s needs, 

including 105 bulbs and one 32-inch television 

with an embedded decoder, paid tribute to Mo-

bisol for the support.

The donation comprised two 80W set, two 

120W set and three 200W set along with their 

batteries, wiring as well as phone charging infra-

structure. “You (Mobisol) probably don’t know 

the importance of your donation to us,” Gambo 

said while underlining that security at the prison 

facility is one of the most fundamentals things.

He explained that the Regional Prisons Officer, 

Assistant Commissioner of Prisons Underson 

Kaptialo had asked his regional office to beef up 

security with other security organs whenever an 

outage happens from the national grid.

The Arusha regional prison, which accommo-

dates over 1,500 inmates owes Tanesco 548m/- 

in outstanding bills, the debt which continues to 

accumulating each year. Tanesco regularly car-

ries out special operations to disconnect power 

from its customers to coerce them to pay their 

bills timely.

President John Magufuli has directed the pow-

er utility company to disconnect electricity at 

any public institution that has huge outstanding 

bills saying electricity as a utility is budgeted for 

by Treasury each year.

“Owing to a myriad of responsibilities, the 

prisons management had been directing the 

funds budged for electricity to other pressing 

needs,” the Regional Commissioner said.  

The RC who is the Mobisol loyal customer 

himself, said the donated solar systems would 

now give the regional prison management an 

opportunity for using the money it would save 

for settling its outstanding power bills.

He commended Mobisol for operating pro-

fessionally, saying he had never received any 

complaint from the firm’s workers since he was 

appointed Arusha RC as was the case with other 

institutions in the region.

Mobisol also contributes a lot both at region 

and the national levels through jobs with 450 

permanent employees and 1,000 contractors, 

technicians with its monthly wage bill standing 

at 160m/- .

The company also collects 190m/- in value 

added tax annually, pays over 500m/- import 

duty per month and 400m/- in corporate tax 

annually.

The firm has spent over 100m/- in corporate 

social responsibility expenditure for the past 

three years that it has been operating in the 

country. “If each institution in the region did only 

one such good deed, we would have reduced 

many challenges,” Gambo added.

With over 90,000 solar home systems 

installed since its inception in Tanzania, Mobisol 

has managed to reach about 450,000 people and 

contributes to a reduction of more than 30,000 

tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions annually.

In East Africa, Mobisol provides its software 

solution ‘Paygee’ and hardware through a 

growing network of B2B partnerships in Kenya, 

Tanzania and Rwanda, let alone in other nine 

countries worldwide. 

Arusha RC, Mrisho Gambo. 

CHARITY 

Kinondoni District Commissioner, Daniel Chongolo (2nd L), cuts a ribbon to officially launch an ALAF Limited Mwenge gallery at a ceremony held in Dar es Salaam 
during the weekend. Looking on from left are: ALAF Marketing Officer, Theresia Mmasi, the company’s General Manager, Dipti Mohanty and Marketing Manager, 
Isamba Kasaka. Photo: Guardian Photographer.  
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It’s a cruel world for UK companies weighing no-deal Brexit

SUNDAY 27 Jan  

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 HABARI
6:40 Kumekucha
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu
10:00 Isidingo 
11:45 Aibu Yako
11:50 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt

12:50 Bongo Movie rpt:  DNA 2
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza
16:00 Korean drama: The great

queen Seonduk
16:45 Mjue zaidi
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Mizengwe rpt
18:45   Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego
20:00 Habari
21:00 Biko draw
21:05 Mizengwe 
21:30 3Mzuka 
22:00 Bongo Movie: Fundi Rama
23:15 Telenovela rpt: Destiny

(Destino)

MONDAY  28 Jan 

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 Habari 
6:40 Kumekucha
7:30 HABARI
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30  Igizo: Hatua
10:55  Habari za saa
11:00 Kimya Milele
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00  Al Jazeera
12:30 Jungu kuu rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:55  Habari za saa
14:00   Telenovela: Destiny

(Destino)
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00   Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   Huduma ya kwanza
18:30 Shamba shape up
19:00 Afya ya Jamii 
19:30 Isidingo 
20:00 Habari
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: Destiny

(Destino)
23:00   Habari
23:30   The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera
02:00 CNN International

TUESDAY  29 Jan 

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 Habari 
6:40 Kumekucha
7:30 HABARI
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55   Habari za saa   
11:00   Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:15   Igizo: Mtego
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera   
12:30 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55    Habari za saa
13:00 Uchumi na biashara
13:30   Kipindi Maalum rpt : TFDA
13:55  Habari za saa
14:00   Huduma ya kwanza
14:15 Telenovela: Destiny

(Destino) rpt: 
14:55    Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30   Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Korean drama rpt: The

Great Queen Seonduk
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Isidingo 
20:00 Habari
21:00   Documentary: Living on

the edge
21:30 Kipindi maalum: 
22:15 Telenovela: Destiny

(Destino)
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International

WEDNESDAY 30 Jan

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 HABARI
6:40 Kumekucha
7:30 HABARI
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55    Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55    Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Shamba shape up
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Korean: The Great Queen

Seonduk
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30   Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00   Dakika 45
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Destiny

(Destino): 
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 

17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15   Mapishi rpt
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00 Kipindi Maalum: TFDA 
19:30 Isidingo 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Biko Draw
21:05 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe?
21:10 Kipindi Maalum : Tanesco
21:40 Kipindi Maalum
22:15 Telenovela: Destiny

(Destino) 
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
2:00 CNN International

THURSDAY  31 Jan

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 HABARI
6:40 Kumekucha
7:30 HABARI
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Igizo: Hatua
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00 Igizo: Hatua
11:15   Usafiri wako
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00   Living on the edge rpt
13:30   Jungu Kuu
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Destiny

(Destino)
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Huduma ya kwanza rpt
18:30 Kipindi Maalum: Ewura
19:00 Usafiri wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00 Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International

FRIDAY 01 Feb

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 HABARI
6:40 Kumekucha
7:30 HABARI
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30    Isidingo
9:55    Habari za saa
10:00   Watoto wetu
10:30   Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:20   Usafiri wako

11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: TCRA
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt 
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Mapishi
14:15 Telenovela rpt: Destiny

(Destino) 
14:55   Habari za saa  
15:00 Meza huru
16:30   Watoto wetu
17:00   The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15   Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30 Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Kipindi maalum: TCRA
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipima joto
23:00 Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International

SATURDAY  02 Feb 

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 HABARI
6:40 Kumekucha
7:00 Habari

8:00 Al Jazeera
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:00 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:00 Jungu kuu rpt
11:30   Usafiri wako
12:00 Shamba Shape up
12:30 Telenovela rpt: Destiny

(Destino)  
14:45 Igizo rpt: Riziki
15:15 Igizo rpt: Hatua
15:45 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:00 Igizo rpt: Kimya Milele
16:30 Igizo: Mtego rpt
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Riziki 
19:00 Sanaa na wasanii
19:30 Jungu Kuu
20:00 Habari
21:00 Igizo: Kimya Milele
21:30 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:30 Isidingo rpt 
01:00 CNN International

SUNDAY 03 Feb  

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi
6:00 HABARI
6:40 Kumekucha
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al jazeera

LONDON

I
t was Airbus and 

clothing designer 

Burberry Group this 

week. Rarely a day 

passes in Britain without 

another corporate warning 

about the perils of leaving 

the European Union without 

an agreement.

While the focus has been 

on trade with the EU, the 

problem is that what’s 

become known as a “no-

deal Brexit” might be just 

as bad for companies doing 

business with other parts of 

world. And executives and 

policy makers say there’s 

little they can do to prepare.

Politicians in London are 

seemingly at an intractable 

impasse, and the UK’s failure 

to guarantee free-trade 

agreements with countries 

like South Korea, Turkey and 

Norway has left exporters 

and importers concerned 

they too will be cut adrift.

About 11% of Britain’s 

trade is currently covered 

by deals struck by the EU 

for its member states, ones 

the UK will have to replicate 

to maintain unencumbered 

exports and imports to 

and from more than 30 

countries.

After more than two 

years of limbo, Britain is 

confronting the prospect 

of customs barriers leading 

to shortages of everything 

from medical supplies to 

manufacturing components. 

Liam Fox, the minister in 

charge of international 

trade, said this month that 

the major deals would be 

rolled over before leaving 

the EU in March, but others 

wouldn’t.

At Lye Cross Farm, a 

cheese producer in south-

ern England, it’s hard to 

know how to prepare be-

cause so much is undecided, 

said Peter Alvis, the manag-

ing director. The business 

exports about $2m of extra 

mature and vintage cheddar 

each year to Canada, which 

has a trade accord with the 

EU.

“It’s a twist or bust mo-

ment,” said Alvis. His cus-

tomers want to guarantee 

their supply and may look 

to alternative providers if 

the UK’s status remains un-

clear, he said. “Until we’ve 

got some concrete infor-

mation on what’s going to 

happen, it’s very, very dif-

ficult. There’s not a massive 

amount we can do.”

The UK trades with doz-

ens of countries via agree-

ments it has through the EU. 

They will no longer be valid 

if Britain is forced to revert 

to World Trade Organisation 

rules once it leaves the bloc. 

UK exporters would be sub-

ject to tariffs.

It’s a long way from the 

nostalgic mantras of the pro-

Brexit campaign of a former 

imperial giant breaking out 

of the shackles of EU mem-

bership to strike out in the 

world again, and indeed as-

surances that rolling over 

third-country trade deals 

would be simple.

Bloomberg Economics’s 

Dan Hanson estimates a 

free-trade agreement with 

the US would make up less 

than 15% of the economic 

hit to Britain from a no-

deal Brexit. Accords with a 

group of countries from the 

old British Empire, includ-

ing Canada, would make up 

only about 13%.

Parliament is due to vote 

on a new strategy for Brexit 

in January, but May is un-

likely to come back with 

something that would im-

mediately end the deadlock 

following last week’s record 

defeat in a House of Com-

mons vote.

Meanwhile, the chorus of 

doomsayers grows louder. 

Airbus, which makes wings 

for commercial aircraft in 

Britain, said on Thursday 

it might be forced to 

move future investments 

elsewhere in the event of 

a no-deal divorce. At the 

World Economic Forum 

in Davos, Bank of England 

Governor Mark Carney said 

UK businesses are “limited” 

in what they can do to 

prepare for logistical delays.

Trutex, a school uniform 

retailer based in Lancashire, 

northwest England, imports 

the vast majority of its 

garments from countries 

like Bangladesh and Sri 

Lanka duty-free through EU 

agreements. Those imports 

could be subject to 12% 

tariffs if free-trade deals 

cease to be in place for the 

UK, said Matthew Easter, 

Trutex’s managing director. 

“That’s the big risk for us,” 

Easter said. “We could be 

in a tight spot if there’s that 

cost inflation.”

The five biggest of the 

agreements that need roll-

ing over should be in place 

come Brexit day, according 

to Fox, the government’s 

trade secretary. He said on 

Wednesday he’s agreed “in 

principle” to roll over the ex-

EU eyes tarifs on $23bn of 
US goods if Trump taxes cars

TRADE WAR 

 BRUSSELS

The European Union is prepared to 

hit €20bn of US goods with tariffs should 

President Donald Trump follow through 

on a threat to impose duties on EU cars and 

auto parts, said a senior trade official for the 

bloc.

The assertion by Jean-Luc Demarty, 

director general for trade in the European 

Commission, the EU’s executive arm, 

highlights the risk of a sudden escalation in 

trans-Atlantic commercial tensions following 

a truce struck six months ago.

“We shall continue to face a US 

administration that is content to threaten 

trade measures even against close allies 

and partners and, in general, to disrupt the 

status quo in pursuit of its goals,” Demarty 

told a European Parliament committee on 

Wednesday in Brussels. “We should stay 

calm.”

Europe is bracing for more possible US 

curbs on imports while seeking to show 

progress in enacting a political accord 

reached at the White House in July to “work 

together toward zero tariffs, zero non-tariff 

barriers, and zero subsidies on non-auto 

industrial goods.” Last week, the commission 

unveiled a blueprint for a free-trade deal 

with the US that would cut tariffs on a wide 

range of industrial goods including cars.

The July 25 pact between Trump and 

commission President Jean-Claude Juncker 

put on hold the threat of US tariffs on EU 

cars and auto parts that would be based on 

the same national-security grounds invoked 

for controversial American levies on 

foreign steel and aluminium. A US probe of 

automotive imports is due to be completed 

in February.

The metal duties as high as 25% prompted 

tit-for-tat retaliation by the EU last year on 

€2.8bn of imports of a range of US products 

including Harley-Davidson motorcycles, Levi 

Strauss & Co jeans and bourbon whiskey, 

with the bloc reserving the right to target 

a further €3.6bn of American goods by late 

March 2021.

US tariffs on European cars and auto 

parts would mark a significant escalation 

of trans-Atlantic tensions because the value 

of EU automotive exports to the American 

market is about 10 times greater than that 

of the bloc’s steel and aluminum exports 

combined. As a result, European retaliatory 

duties would target a bigger amount of US 

exports to Europe.

A 25% US levy on foreign cars would add 

€10 000 to the sticker price of European 

vehicles imported into the country, 

according to the commission.

“We should be ready to respond 

appropriately and effectively to any new 

trade restrictions that the US administration 

may create for us,” Demarty said. “We have 

prepared a draft list of imports from the US 

to the value of €20bn on which re-balancing 

action could be taken.”

He said the 28-nation EU should reject any 

plan by the Trump administration for either 

tariffs or quotas on European automotive 

goods based on national-security grounds. 

Last year, the bloc rejected a US demand 

for caps on European metal exports to the 

American market.

“If the administration issues a report in 

the next few weeks proposing import duties 

or quotas on European cars and car parts, 

we should be clear that we are not interested 

in any managed trade solution and that we 

will react if we are hit,” Demarty said.

Bank of England Governor Mark Carney speaking at the World Economic Forum in Davos last week.

Jean-Luc Demarty, director general for trade in 
the European Commission. 

CRISIS 

isting EU-Israel agreement. 

One with Switzerland will be 

signed in the coming weeks, 

he told BBC television ear-

lier this month.

Some firms are skeptical 

that there’ll be any 

immediate changes and 

expect that any disruption 

will be minimal. At Swifty 

Scooters, which sells about 

100 000 pounds worth of 

goods to South Korea each 

year, it’s not worth trying 

to gauge the future, said 

co-founder Jason Iftakhar. 

“I don’t think it will change 

overnight for me,” he said.

“It’s hard to prophesise 

whether those re-

negotiations of trade deals 

will affect us.” Realistically, 

the UK government could 

at most agree “patch-up” 

accords with the third 

countries by Brexit day 

before turning to more 

long-term negotiations, 

according to Alan Winters, 

director of the UK Trade 

Policy Observatory in the 

University of Sussex.

There could be issues 

with rules of origin when 

the UK tries to renegotiate 

these deals, according to 

the observatory. Free-trade 

agreements require a certain 

proportion of inputs to 

originate from the exporting 

country.

Right now, EU and 

UK inputs are usually 

interchangeable. After 

Brexit, if parties can’t agree 

on a similar set of rules 

companies could have to 

skew supply chains toward 

domestic production to 

conform to the new ones.

Countries are also likely 

to take advantage of the 

UK’s weakened bargaining 

position once it quits the 

largest trading bloc in the 

world. “Trade negotiation is 

a vicious old game,” Winters 

said. “Trade negotiators on 

the whole are vicious sorts 

of people, and they know 

we’re weak.
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Date: January 25, 2019

Company Closing    Prev  Chg (%)

ACA 5,500 5,350 +2.80

CRDB 135 135 +0.00

DCB 340 340 +0.00

DSE 1,320 1,320 +0.00

EABL 4,200 3,860 +8.81

JHL 9,850 9,800 +0.51

KA 190 190 +0.00

KCB 900 900 +0.00

MBP 500 500 +0.00

MCB 500 500 +0.00

MKCB 800 800 +0.00

MUCOB 400 400 +0.00

NICO 265 265 +0.00

NMB 2,340 2,340 +0.00

NMG 1,360 1,300 +4.62

PAL 400 400 +0.00

SWALA 490 490 +0.00

SWIS 2,340 2,340 +0.00

TBL 12,400 12,400 +0.00

TCC 17,000 17,000 +0.00

TCCL 640 640 +0.00

TICL 385 385 +0.00

TOL 660 660 +0.00

TPCC 2,060 2,060 +0.00

TTP 120 120 +0.00

USL 20 15 +33.33

VODA 800 800 +0.00

YETU 600 600 +0.00

Total Market Capitalization

 TZS 19,802.80 bln (USD 8,687.67 mln)

Indices January  25, 2019

TSI 3,615.04 +0.00

DSEI 2,054.45 +36.01

Top Movers

Company Price Volume

VODA 800 110,860

CRDB 135 85,390

TCCL 640 6,513

Exchange Rates (DSE)

Currency  Buying      Selling

EUR 2,591.28 2,617.65

USD 2,268.07 2,290.76

KES 22.38 22.56

GBP 2,947.82 2,977.52

Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange

Date Amount  High  Low  Weighted  

 Traded   Average 

 (Mn USD)

25/Jan/2019 .80 2,300.65 2,293.50 2,294.41

24/Jan/2019 .80 2,300.85 2,293.45 2,294.39

23/Jan/2019 .70 2,300.00 2,293.40 2,294.36

22/Jan/2019 .80 2,300.70 2,293.35 2,294.29

21/Jan/2019 .90 2,301.80 2,293.30 2,294.27

18/Jan/2019 .80 2,301.00 2,293.25 2,294.24

17/Jan/2019 .70 2,300.00 2,293.20 2,294.19

 Date  Volume  High  Low  Weighted  

 (million-TZS)   Average

    Rate (WAR)

25/Jan/2019 17,000 4.40 3.50 3.78

24/Jan/2019 17,500 4.25 3.00 3.61

23/Jan/2019 44,500 4.20 2.50 3.38

22/Jan/2019 36,300 4.25 2.50 3.51

21/Jan/2019 23,000 4.20 3.50 3.59

Interbank Foreign Exchange Market (IFEM)

Inter-bank Local Money Markets

DSE MARKET SUMMARY

TSI 3,615.04 +0.00

DSEI 2,054.45 +36.01

TRADING STATS

Market Cap (bln) 19,802.75

Equity Turnover 95,180,720.00

Total Volume 203,463

Total Deals 36

TOP MOVERS

Market Cap (bln) 19,379.47

VODA 800 110,860

CRDB 135 85,390

TCCL 640 6,513

GAINERS & LOSERS

Company Price Change

USL 20 +33.33%
JHL 9,850 +0.51%
NMG 1,360 +4.62%
ACA 5,500 +2.80%
EABL 4,200 +8.81%

Tanzania Shilling On Average bases

The USDTZS traded at 2,308.0000 on Friday January 25. His-

torically, the Tanzania Shilling reached an all time high of 2340 

in January of 2019 and a record low of 1014.30 in December 

of 2004.

Shilling

2,294.41 

Inlation

3.3

Year 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971  1972 1973

TZ/USD 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.14 7.14  7.14 7.02

Year 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993  1994 1995

TZ/USD 7.13 7.37 8.38 8.29 7.71 8.22 8.20 8.28 9.28 11.14 15.29 17.47 32.70 64.26 99.29 143.38 195.06 219.16 297.71 405.27  509.63 574.76

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TZ/USD 579.98 612.12 664.67 744.76 800.41 876.41 966.58 1,038.42 1,089.33 1,128.93 1,251.90 1,245.04 1,196.31 1,320.31 1,434.75 1574.35 1583.17 1599.22 1661.85  1977.63  2,188.24 2,240.26

Tanzanian

Shilling

History

Africa Actual Change Daily Weekly Monthly Yearly

NSE-All Share 31413  423 1.37% -0.05% -2.22% -29.21%

JALSH-All Share 53917  278 0.52% 0.66% 4.92% -12.19%

FTSE/JSE TOP 40 47760  286 0.60% 0.70% 4.96% -12.12%

Egypt EGX 30 13507  0 0.00% -0.03% 5.65% -11.79%

Casablanca CFG 25 11,329  4.62 0.04% 1.13% 0.66% -12.92%

NSE All Share 145  0.06 0.04% 0.20% 3.17% -20.03%

Nairobi 20 2,878  0.23 0.01% 0.97% 3.02% -22.82%

DSEI 2,018  10.42 0.52% 0.62% 1.02% -15.12%

TUN 7,188  15.55 -0.22% -0.88% 0.23% 12.56%

GGSECI 2,440  10.17 0.42% -1.97% -2.99% -19.62%

Gaborone 7,877  3.97 0.05% 0.02% 0.30% -10.00%

SEMDEX 2221  4 -0.19% -0.28% 0.33% -1.45%

NSX Overall 1340  2 0.17% 0.79% 4.68% -4.20%

Zimbabwe  Index 533.75  2.09 0.39% 4.32% 11.19% 74.90%

All Share Index : 25 Jan 2019

Share

1.54%

DSEI increased 10 points or 0.52% to 2054 on Friday January 25 from 2018 in the previous 
trading session. Historically, the Tanzania All Share Index DSEI reached an all time high of 
3686.97 in January of 2019 and a record low of 1161.30 in December of 2010.

Fuel Wef. Wednesday, 2nd Jan 2019 

CROPS, PRICE PER 100KG JAN 25, 2019

LONDON, Jan 25 (Reuters) -  Gold edged 
up on Friday as the dollar eased from a multi-
week peak, with bullion seen consolidating in 
a narrow range supported by concerns about 
global growth and political uncertainties, in-
cluding the U.S. government shutdown.

Spot gold rose 0.2 percent to $1,283.69 per 
ounce, as of 1103 GMT, holding in a tight 
range of about $6, and on course for a small 
weekly gain.

U.S. gold futures climbed 0.3 percent to 
$1,283 per ounce.

“Gold seems to be inding a level and it is 
quite comfortable around it at the moment,” 
Capital Economics analyst Ross Strachan 
said, adding economic conditions still provide 
an underlying strength for the metal to sur-
pass $1,300.

The dollar index fell 0.2 percent. The dollar 
is facing a tough year as growth at home 
and globally comes under pressure and the 
Federal Reserve moves closer to pausing its 
rate-hike cycle.

On an intra-day basis, “gold is up due to a 
somewhat weaker dollar behind it,” said 
Commerzbank analyst Daniel Briesemann.

However, risks “from economic and politi-
cal perspectives, are keeping gold relatively 
well supported going forward,” Briesemann 
added.

A synchronised global economic slowdown 
is underway and any escalation in the U.S.-

China trade war would trigger a sharper 
downturn, according to the latest Reuters 
polls of hundreds of economists from around 
the world.

Investors are also worried about the impact of 
the longest U.S. government shutdown in his-
tory, now in its 34th day, with two bills to end 
the partial shutdown failing to win enough 
votes in the Senate.

Yet another key focus are developments sur-
rounding the U.S.-China trade front, with U.S. 
Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross stating on 
Thursday the two countries are “miles and 
miles” from resolving issues.

“We have seen quite a bit of asset realloca-
tion in recent times, the Exchange Traded 
Fund holdings have risen quite substantially 
in recent weeks and months,” Strachan said.

Holdings of SPDR Gold GLD, the largest 
gold-based ETF, hovered around its highest 
levels since late June 2018.

Among other metals, palladium, which hit a 
record high of $1,434.50 an ounce last week 
on low inventories and rising demand, down 
0.3 percent to $1,315.64.

The metal was also heading for its irst week-
ly drop in ive, falling over 4 percent so far 
this week.

Silver rose 0.4 percent to $15.38 per ounce, 
while platinum gained 0.2 percent to $802.19, 
on track for its irst weekly gain in three.

Gold up as dollar eases; global growth concerns lend support
* Economic conditions could help gold break above $1,300-analyst

* Platinum sets sights on irst weekly gain in three
* Palladium heads for irst weekly fall in ive

LONDON Jan 25 (Reuters) - Oil prices edged up on 
Friday as turmoil in Venezuela increased the chances 
of tighter global supply if the United States makes 
good on signals that it could impose sanctions on 
Venezuelan exports.

But fresh data on surging U.S. fuel stocks and worries 
about U.S.-China trade talks weighed on prices.

Brent crude oil futures were at $61.17 a barrel at 0955 
GMT, up 8 cents, or 0.13 percent. Earlier on Friday, 
the international benchmark crude rose as high as 
$61.92.

Brent, however, has shed about 2.4 percent since the 
start of trade on Monday and is on track to post its irst 
week of losses in four weeks.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude futures 
were at $53.34 per barrel, up 21 cents, or 0.4 percent.

Amid violent street protests, Venezuela’s opposition 
leader Juan Guaido declared himself interim presi-
dent this week, winning recognition from Washington 
and parts of Latin America.

Nicolas Maduro, the country’s leader since 2013, re-
sponded by breaking relations with the United States.

“The oil market is partially pricing in the risk to Vene-
zuela’s crude production, which has been plummeting 
in recent years,” Vandana Hari of Vanda Insights said.

RBC Europe predicted that sanctions could nearly 
double projected output shortfalls from the troubled 

exporter.

“Venezuelan production will decline by an additional 
300,000-500,000 barrels per day (bpd) this year but 
such punitive measures could expand that outage by 
several hundred thousand barrels.”

Global oil markets are still well supplied, however, 
thanks in part to surging output in the United States.

Record U.S. production would likely ofset any short-
term disruptions to Venezuelan supply due to possi-
ble U.S. sanctions, Britain’s Barclays said in a note. 
The bank cut its 2019 average Brent forecast to $70 a 
barrel, from $72 previously.

The output surge has swollen U.S. fuel stocks, and 
crude inventories rose by 8 million barrels last week, 
according to oicial data released on Thursday.

But demand may start to stutter because of a global 
economic slowdown, which is likely to dent fuel con-
sumption.

A trade dispute between the United States and China 
and tightening inancial conditions around the world 
have hurt manufacturing activity in most economies 
and dragged China’s growth last year to the weakest 
in nearly 30 years.

According to Reuters polls of hundreds of econo-
mists worldwide, a synchronized global economic 
slowdown is underway and would deepen if the U.S.-
China trade war escalated.

Oil prices climb as U.S. threatens sanctions against Venezuela

SUBJECT UMOJA  WEKEZA WATOTO   JIKIMU LIQUID

 FUND MAISHA  EX-ID TZS /=3

1. Net Asset Value     

(MTshs.) 217,374 1,196 3,129 20,076 39,174

2.Net Asset Value per unit     

(Tshs.) 567.8364 380.1762 330.6020 126.2074 201.7784

3. Sale Price per Unit     

(Tshs.) 567.8364 380.1762 330.6020 126.2074 201.7784

4. Repurchase Price per Unit    

(Tshs.) 562.1580 372.5727 327.2960 123.6833 201.7784

UTT - AMIS -25JAN, 2019

Region  Maize   Rice   Sorghum   Bulrush Millet   Finger Millet   Wheat   Beans    Irish  potatoes 

  Low    High    Low    High   Low   High   Low    High    Low    High    Low   High   Low High Low  High 
Arusha 42000 43000 160000 200000 32000 35000 42000 45000 70000 75000 70000 75000 100000 160000 75000 80000

D’Salaam 65000 70000 160000 230000 60000 60000 60000 70000 110000 140000 110000 150000 180000 210000 45000 80000

Dodoma 44000 45000 140000 190000 27000 35000 38000 41000 60000 65000 160000 160000 140000 180000 62000 68000

Geita  55000 56000 150000 160000 120000 125000 NA NA 180000 185000 160000 165000 150000 160000 NA NA

Iringa 35000 38000 150000 200000 NA NA NA NA 100000 100000 115000 115000 110000 140000 58000 58000

Kagera 55000 60000 140000 185000 90000 100000 100000 110000 120000 150000 NA NA 90000 150000 65000 75000

Kilimanjaro 48000 50000 150000 180000 70000 80000 NA NA 180000 180000 106000 106000 160000 160000 65000 70000

Kigoma 45000 50000 150000 160000 70000 70000 60000 60000 130000 150000 140000 150000 140000 145000 90000 90000

Lindi 60000 70000 190000 200000 100000 140000 NA NA  175000 180000 NA NA 180000 200000 115000 115000

Mara 50000 50000 120000 135000 50000 55000 NA NA  NA  NA  NA NA 150000 170000 80000 100000

Morogoro 45312 50000 130000 170000 90000 95000 90000 95000 155000 160000 170000 175000 170000 180000 80000 82500

Mtwara 51000 52000 170000 190000 90000 100000 NA NA 190000 195000 NA NA 175000 180000 110000 115000

Mwanza 65000 65000 150000 170000 NA NA 150000 150000 150000 160000 NA NA 160000 170000 80000 80000

Rukwa 42000 45000 120000 160000 70000 80000 NA NA 140000 180000 90000 100000 150000 200000 75000 90000

Ruvuma 40000 40000 170000 200000 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 120000 150000 75000 80000

Singida 50000 52000 130000 150000 60000 60000 54000 54000 NA NA NA NA 150000 180000 80000 85000

Shinyanga  60000 61000 120000 130000 48000 50000 48000 50000 120000 130000 130000 140000 190000 200000 80000 100000

Tabora 54000 55000 130000 200000 90000 100000 NA NA 180000 190000 NA NA 160000 180000 70000 85000

Tanga  45370 47000 160000 170000 80000 80000 100000 100000 120000 120000 100000 100000 170000 180000 62000 68000

    THIS WEEK
AVERAGE PRICES FOR FOOD CROPS

TSH/100KG 

Maize  50,636  Finger Millet  147,632 

Rice  173,864  Wheat  121,429 

Sorghum  81,056  Beans  172,045 

Bulrush Millet  85,818  Round potatoes  85,643 

GOLD OIL COPPER

$61$1,283 ---

 Actual  Chg  %Chg

EURUSD 1.14005  0.0096 0.84%

GBPUSD 1.31951  0.0131 1.00%

AUDUSD 0.71808  0.0087 1.22%

NZDUSD 0.68361  0.0075 1.11%

USDJPY 109.55  0.0840 -0.08%

USDCNY 6.75240  0.0421 -0.62%

USDCHF 0.99320  0.0031 -0.31%

USDCAD 1.32170  0.0130 -0.97%

USDMXN 18.9831  0.0349 -0.18%

USDINR 70.9400  0.0500 -0.07%

USDBRL 3.7709  0.0601 1.62%

USDRUB 66.0000  0.3040 0.46%

US Dollar 95.82  0.7840 -0.81%

USDKRW 1,118.44  9.3101 -0.83%

Foreign Exchange- Jan 25

Energy Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Crude Oil 53.558 0.79% 44.1031 43.0782 42.0804
Brent 61.4194 0.54% 52.2204 51.0288 49.8638
Natural gas 3.1629 2.42% 2.8508 2.7349 2.6241
Gasoline 1.3883 0.01% 1.2573 1.2257 1.195
Heating oil 1.8888 0.22% 1.6388 1.6066 1.575
Ethanol 1.261 0.00% 1.2184 1.2011 1.1841
Naphtha 458.87 0.41% 453.8 444.91 436.16
Propane 0.67 0.18% 0.66 0.64 0.63
Uranium 29 0.00% 28.1409 27.7875 27.437

Metals Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Gold 1,304.52 1.75% 1,276.47 1,266.30 1,256.14
Silver 15.711 2.58% 15.2203 15.0104 14.8036
Platinum 813.5 1.56% 777.38 766.42 755.62
Palladium 1,360.50 3.07% 1,234.00 1,208.81 1,184.12
Rhodium 2,495.00 0.40% 2,441.80 2,423.84 2,405.88
Manganese 39.5 0.00% 41.48 40.98 40.47
Neodymium 398,000.00 0.00% 396,535.05 392,610.15 388,725.30

Agricultural Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Soybeans 921.4833 0.82% 870.5113 856.9828 843.7195
Wheat 519.8173 -0.10% 492.0086 479.5406 467.4258
Cotton 74.13 1.35% 71.16 69.82 68.5
Rice 10.6715 -0.09% 9.8859 9.7057 9.5295

Town Petrol Diesel Kerosene
 (TZS/Litre)  (TZS/Litre)  (TZS/Litre)

Dar es Salaam 2,295 2,224 2,202

Arusha 2,255 2,299 2,286

Kibaha 2,300 2,228 2,206

Dodoma 2,354 2,283 2,260

Geita 2,461 2,389 2,367

Iringa 2,359 2,288 2,266

Katavi 2,503 2,432 2,410

Kigoma 2,527 2,455 2,433

Moshi 2,245 2,289 2,276

Lindi 2,354 2,283 2,261

Manyara 2,289 2,333 2,320

Mara 2,474 2,403 2,380

Mbeya 2,402 2,331 2,309

Morogoro 2,320 2,249 2,227

Mtwara 2,368 2,296 2,274

Mwanza 2,445 2,374 2,352

Njombe 2,388 2,316 2,294

Sumbawanga 2,468 2,397 2,375

Ruvuma 2,419 2,347 2,325

Shinyanga 2,424 2,353 2,331

Singida 2,386 2,315 2,292

Songwe 2,411 2,340 2,318

Tabora 2,449 2,378 2,356

Tanga 2,198 2,243 2,229

World Commodities ($) 25 January 2019

Inlation 3.3% - December 2018: Top Movers

Exchange Rates for 25 / Jan /2019
  
Currency in 100 Units Spot Buying Spot Selling

EAST AFRICAN CURRENCIES

Kenya SHS 2,243.60 2,261.57

Uganda SHS 57.95 62.09

Rwandan Franc 253.35 256.45

Burundi Franc 217.50 219.14

     

OTHER SELECTED CURRENCIES

USD 227,164.36 229,436.00

Pound STG 296,017.87 299,001.00

EURO 258,263.16 260,868.73

Canadian $ 170,684.77 172,339.82

Switz. Franc 227,893.62 230,103.30

Japanese YEN 2,071.16 2,091.68

Swedish Kronor 25,216.67 25,460.36

Norweg. Kronor 26,478.81 26,728.02

Danish Kronor 34,594.96 34,930.27

Australian $ 162,036.34 163,679.64

Indian RPS 3,185.99 3,216.86

Pakistan RPS 1,555.36 1,627.21

Zambian Kwacha 18,835.24 19,135.61

Malawian Kwacha 290.25 310.87

Mozambique-MET 3,649.23 3,679.81

Zimbabwe $ 42.51 43.37

SDR 315,901.57 319,060.58

Gold (T/O) 291,881,209.94 294,983,570.84

S. African Rand 16,389.92 16,541.89

UAE Dirham 61,850.46 62,457.06

Singapore $ 167,167.82 168,777.40

Honk Kong $ 28,954.73 29,242.79

Saud Arabian Rial 60,572.32 61,171.51

Kuwait Dinar 748,951.09 756,166.37

Botswana Pula 21,467.03 21,819.36

Chinese Yuan 33,473.96 33,803.72

Malaysia Ringgit 54,936.97 55,419.32

South Korea Won 201.58 203.24

Newzealand 154,199.17 155,809.99

Fluctuation of a Shilling



WORLD

LONDON

QUEEN Elizabeth has sent a deli-
cately coded message to Britain’s fac-
tious political class over Brexit, urg-
ing MPs to seek common ground and 
grasp the big picture to resolve the 
crisis.

With the clock ticking down to 
March 29, the date set in law for Brit-
ain to leave the European Union, the 
United Kingdom is in the deepest po-
litical crisis in half a century as it grap-
ples with how, or even whether, to exit 
the European project it joined in 1973.

While Elizabeth, 92, did not mention 
Brexit explicitly in an annual speech 
to her local Women’s Institute in Nor-
folk, the monarch said every genera-
tion faced “fresh challenges and op-
portunities.”

“As we look for new answers in the 
modern age, I for one prefer the tried 
and tested recipes, like speaking well 
of each other and respecting differ-
ent points of view; coming together 
to seek out the common ground; and 
never losing sight of the bigger pic-

ture,” the queen said.
Though steeped in the convention-

al language the queen has made her 
hallmark, the remarks in the context 
of Britain’s crisis are a signal to politi-
cians to sort out the turmoil that has 
pushed the world’s fifth largest econo-
my to the brink.

 “She’s been a gold standard mon-
arch for very nearly 67 years now and 
this is a particularly gilt-edged mo-
ment, I think it’s very important what 
she said and how she said it,” historian 
Peter Hennessy said.

Buckingham Palace declined to 
comment though the British media 
was clear about the significance of her 
remarks. The Times’ headline read: 
“End Brexit feud, Queen tells warring 
politicians”.

As head of state, the queen remains 
neutral on politics in public and is un-
able to vote, though ahead of the 2014 
referendum on Scottish independ-
ence she made a delicately crafted 
plea for Scots to think carefully about 
their future.

The future of Brexit remains unpre-

Queen urges UK 
politicians to 
end bickering

dictable with options ranging from a disorderly 
exit that would spook investors across the world 
to a new referendum that could reverse the pro-
cess.

Prime Minister Theresa May is engaged in a 
last-ditch bid to win support for a tweaked di-
vorce deal after parliament this month crushed 
the original plan in the biggest defeat in modern 
British history.

The Northern Irish party which props up 
May’s minority government has decided to back 
her new deal if it includes a time limit to the Irish 
backstop, The Sun newspaper reported.

May has been meeting MPs to discuss a range 
of options on how to address concerns on the 
backstop, an insurance policy aimed at avoiding 
a hard border in Ireland should the two sides fail 
to agree any other solution.

“The point we are at the moment is that work 

is ongoing, as to what we may eventually bring 
forward and potentially discuss with Brussels, 
we are not there yet,” her spokesman said.

Sterling scaled a high of US$1.3140 for the first 
time since Nov 8 in Asia, before edging back to 
trade at US$1.3095, as traders bet Brexit will 
be delayed. Options markets indicated sterling 
could rise to the mid-US$1.30s.

But in a sign of the turmoil at the heart of gov-
ernment, finance minister Philip Hammond de-
clined to say if he would quit if Britain left the 
EU without a deal that he predicted would lead 
to significant short-term disruption and hurt the 
economy. France and other European powers 
said they were preparing for the worst.

Goldman Sachs will invest less in the United 
Kingdom if there is a difficult or hard Brexit, 
Chief Executive Officer David Solomon said.

    Agencies
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UNITED NATIONS 

VENEZUELA’S political showdown 
moves to the United Nations on Satur-
day where a Security Council meeting 
called by the United States will pit back-
ers of President Nicolas Maduro against 
the Trump administration and support-
ers of the country’s self-declared interim 
leader Juan Guaido.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is 
expected to address the meeting along 
with Venezuelan Foreign Minister Jorge 
Arreaza and the other council mem-

bers, which include supporters of both 
dueling presidents.

The session focusing on Venezuela’s 
crisis comes a day after Guaido vowed 
to remain on the streets until his coun-
try has a transitional government, while 
Maduro dug in and accused his oppo-
nents of orchestrating a coup.

“They can cut a flower, but they will 
never keep spring from coming,” Guai-
do told supporters Friday, alluding to 
a similar phrase from the Chilean poet 
Pablo Neruda.

In rival press conferences, Guaido 

urged his followers to stage another 
mass protest next week, while Maduro 
pushed his call for dialogue. Each man 
appeared ready to defend his claim to 
the presidency no matter the cost, with 
Guaido telling supporters that if he is ar-
rested they should “stay the course” and 
peacefully protest.

But the standoff could set the scene 
for more violence and has plunged trou-
bled Venezuela into a new chapter of 
political turmoil that rights groups say 
has already left more than two dozen 
dead as thousands take to the street de-

manding Maduro step down.
Guaido’s talk with reporters in a plaza 

in Caracas turned into a de facto rally 
as thousands gathered after hearing he 
would speak in public for the first time 
since taking a symbolic oath Wednesday 
proclaiming himself the nation’s rightful 
leader.

The government of US President 
Donald Trump announced it was recog-
nizing the 35-year-old leader of the op-
position-controlled National Assembly 
quickly after his oath, leading Maduro to 
say that he was breaking all diplomatic 

ties with the United States.
Guaido’s move is the most direct chal-

lenge to Maduro’s rule despite years of 
protests at home and international ef-
forts to isolate the regime amid a grow-
ing humanitarian crisis fueled by falling 
oil prices and government mismanage-
ment.

“This is nothing more than a coup 
d’etat, ordered, promoted, financed 
and supported by the government of 
the United States,” Maduro said Friday. 
“They intend to put a puppet govern-
ment in Venezuela, destroy the state and 

take colonial control of the country.”
But he added that he was still willing 

to talk with the opposition even if he 
“had to go naked.”

 On Saturday’s Security Council ses-
sion comes despite Russia’s objection to 
its focus on Venezuela, according to UN 
diplomats. It wants the focus changed to 
threats to international peace and secu-
rity because as Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov said, it sees US actions 
as an “obvious call for a coup d’etat” — 
which would threaten peace, the diplo-
mats said.    Agencies

Venezuelan showdown moves to UN as dueling presidents dig in

MOSCOW

APPOINTING new US special envoy for Venezuela is an 
attempt to directly manage the situation in the Latin Amer-
ican country, Russian Foreign Ministry’s official spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova wrote on her Facebook page on 
Saturday.

“This is Washington’s attempt to start directly managing 
the political situation in Venezuela which the US elites con-
sider as their future vassal in the region,” Zakharova said.

 “They already ‘restored’ democracy in Iraq, as well as in 
Libya. They failed in Syria, or, it will be more accurate to say, 
they were not allowed to do it. Now it is Venezuela’s turn,” 
she added.

On January 23 Venezuelan National Assembly Speaker 
Juan Guaido proclaimed himself as the country’s acting 
president. Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro has de-
scribed it as a coup attempt and announced severing diplo-
matic relations with the United States. 

Venezuelan Defense Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez 
said that the armed forces do not recognize Guaido as in-
terim president.

Guaido was recognized as interim president by the Lima 
Group countries (except for Mexico), as well as by Albania, 
Georgia, the United States, and the Organization of Ameri-
can States. Several EU countries came forward with sup-
port for the Venezuelan parliament and expressed hope 
for new elections to resolve the crisis. 

Maduro was supported by Russia, Bolivia, Iran, Cuba, Nic-
aragua, El Salvador and Turkey. Belarus and China called 
for resolving all issues by peaceful means and spoke against 
any interference from the outside. 

The UN secretary general called for dialogue to resolve 
the crisis.          Agencies

‘US trying to 
directly manage 
situation in 
Venezuela’

Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May (left) smiles with Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II at the formal opening of the 
Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting (CHOGM) at Buckingham Palace in London on April 19, 2018. (File 
photo)

Foreign troops to quit Afghanistan 
in 18 months under draft deal

KABUL/PESHAWAR

 TALIBAN officials said U.S. negotiators on Saturday 
agreed a draft peace deal stipulating the withdrawal of 
foreign forces from Afghanistan within 18 months of the 
agreement being signed.

The details were provided to Reuters by Taliban sources 
at the end of six days of talks with U.S. special peace en-
voy Zalmay Khalilzad in Qatar aimed at ending the United 
States’ longest war.

They have yet to be confirmed by U.S. officials nor has 
either side released an official statement. Officials at the 
U.S. embassy in Kabul were not immediately available for 
comment.

Khalilzad is heading to the Afghan capital Kabul to brief 
President Ashraf Ghani after the longer-than expected 
talks, the sources and a diplomat said.

According to the Taliban sources, the hardline Islamic 
group offered assurances that Afghanistan will not be al-
lowed to be used by al-Qaeda and Islamic State militants to 
attack the United States and its allies - a key early demand 
of Washington.

It is not known if a draft is acceptable to both sides has 
been completed, or when it might take effect.

The Taliban sources said a key provision to the deal in-
cluded a ceasefire but they had yet to confirm a timeline 
and will only open talks with Afghan representatives once 
the ceasefire is implemented.

“In 18 months if the foreign forces are withdrawn and 
ceasefire is implemented then other aspects of the peace 
process can be put into action,” a Taliban source said, quot-
ing from a portion of the draft.

Other clauses include a deal over the exchange and re-
lease of prisoners from the warring sides, the removal of an 
international travel ban on several Taliban leaders by the 
United States and the prospect of an interim Afghan gov-
ernment after the ceasefire is struck, the Taliban sources 
said.                        Agencies

 Chinese books add luster to Cairo International Book Fair in golden jubilee

CAIRO

CHINESE books and cultural products add-
ed luster to Egypt’s annual Cairo International 
Book Fair (CIBF) in its golden jubilee.

The CIBF, which is held at the Egypt Inter-
national Exhibition Center in Cairo, kicked off 
on Jan. 22 and will run until Feb. 5, featuring 
hundreds of side events dedicated to culture.

In the first hall of the book fair, Chinese 
flags and bright red lanterns dangled over the 
bookshelves at China’s largest pavilion at the 
book fair.

Chinese publishing houses and companies 
have eight pavilions at the fair, five of which 
are affiliated with Cairo-based Chinese “Wis-
dom House for Cultural Industries” institution.

“We have five pavilions this year. The major 
pavilion is approximately 100 square meters 
and it is divided into three sections,” Ahmed 
al-Saeed, CEO of Wisdom House, told Xinhua.

The first section includes books on Chinese 
culture and literature, while the second sec-
tion presents children’s books and the third is 
dedicated to Chinese textbooks.

“The second pavilion is dedicated to selling 
Chinese cultural products, such as lanterns, 
calendars and other traditional cultural items. 
This happens for the first time at the Cairo 
book fair,” al-Saeed said.

This pavilion displays products such as in-
telligence games, flags, fans and mirrors with 
Chinese illustrations, he added.

“We have been exhibiting some special Chi-
nese accessories for Spring Festival celebra-
tions since 2015. This year, we brought a ship-
ment of about 100,000 Chinese items for the 
festival,” al-Saeed revealed.

He said the Chinese community is large and 
these items are necessary for them during the 
celebrations, adding that the Egyptians as well 
started to observe the Spring Festival every 
year.

“The third pavilion is dedicated to sell-
ing Chinese children’s books translated into 
Arabic, while the fourth pavilion is the official 
place ... not dedicated to selling any books. The 
fifth pavilion sells educational books and text-
books,” al-Saeed said.

In its pavilions, Wisdom House displays 550 
titles translated from Chinese into Arabic with 

300 titles for educational books and more 
than 50 titles of Chinese cultural products, ac-
cording to al-Saeed.

In addition to the Wisdom House, China 
Today magazine, Beijing Normal University 
Publishing Group and Shanghai KS Printing 
Company are participating in the book fair.

Al-Saeed said the Chinese pavilions have 
witnessed a huge turnout as more Egyptians 
are willing to learn more about China.

Since its establishment in 2011, Wisdom 
House, which operates in both Egypt and 
China, has been focusing on publishing China-
related cultural and literary books in Arabic to 
enhance China-Arab cultural exchange.

Egyptian-Chinese bilateral ties have been el-
evated to the level of comprehensive strategic 
partnership with growing economic and cul-
tural cooperation between the two countries 
in the light of China-proposed Belt and Road 
Initiative.

Inside the second pavilion of the Wisdom 
House, Dina Mohammed and her child looked 
admirably at the Chinese cultural items.

“I have bought some Chinese red lanterns 
and other items because they attracted me,” 
the middle-aged mother said.

“The book fair is a good chance for Egyp-
tians to get closer and know more about China 
and its culture,” she added.

Kamel Mohammed, an agriculture engineer, 
is a frequent visitor of the CIBF.

“The book fair is a special occasion for me 
where I can find books about China that I can-
not find anywhere else,” Mohammed told Xin-
hua.

First launched in 1969, the CIBF is consid-
ered the largest and oldest book fair in the 
Middle East and the second largest worldwide 
after Germany’s Frankfurt Book Fair.

The fair commemorates this year former 
Egyptian Culture Minister Tharwat Okasha, 

the brains behind the event, and Suhair al-
Qalamawy, an Egyptian writer who was the 
first head of the General Egyptian Book Or-
ganization.

The two-week event brings together around 
1,724 publishers and participants from 35 
countries, with Kenya, Nigeria and Ghana tak-
ing part for the first time.

Around 10 African countries, 16 Asian coun-
tries, seven countries from Europe, and two 
from the Americas are participating in this 
year’s edition.

A total of 749 publishing houses are partici-
pating in the fair, with 579 houses from Egypt 
and 170 foreign houses.

The event will also feature eight workshops 
on writing, theater and fine art and will host 
around 170 Arab and foreign guests, as well as 
more than 300 poets and 2,500 writers, critics 
and artists.

                Xinhua

A visitor looks at Chinese books inside one of the China’s pavilions during the 50th Cairo International Book Fair in Cairo, Egypt, Jan. 23, 2019. Chinese 
books and cultural products added luster to Egypt’s annual Cairo International Book Fair (CIBF) in its golden jubilee.  (Xinhua)

Russian Foreign Ministry’s official spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova
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After New York drama, Osaka 
savours Australian coronation  

MELBOURNE

N
OVAK Djokovic claimed 
a record seventh Austral-
ian Open crown yester-
day as he demolished 

Rafa Nadal 6-3 6-2 6-3 in his most 
dominant Grand Slam win in his long 
rivalry with the Spaniard. 

The peerless Serb broke Nadal five 
times at a stunned Rod Laver Arena 
while conceding only a single break 
point to clinch his 15th Grand Slam 
title and third in succession after win-
ning Wimbledon and the U.S. Open. 

The pair’s 53rd Tour clash and 
eighth in a major final was not the 
marathon battle it was expected to 
be, as top seed Djokovic bulldozed 
through the first two sets with 
machine-like precision and wrapped 
up the match in just over two hours. 

Sealing the win on the second 
championship point when a desper-
ate Nadal fired a backhand long, 
Djokovic kneeled on the blue hard-
court and shook his fists at the sky, 
letting out a roar of triumph. 

“I am just trying to contemplate 
on the journey in the last 12 months,” 
Djokovic said beaming at the trophy 
ceremony. 

“Like Rafa, I had surgery exactly 
12 months ago, and to be standing 
now here in front of you today and 
managing to win this title and man-
aging to win three out of four slams is 
amazing. I am speechless.” 

Having moved past Roger Federer 
and Roy Emerson’s six titles to take 
sole ownership of the record, Djoko-
vic took back his mantle as master of 
Melbourne Park. 

On the strength of his annihila-
tion of Nadal, a 17-times Grand Slam 
champion who had entered the 
final in outrageous form, Djokovic’s 
Australian haul appears set to grow 
in coming years. 

Blitzed from the start, Nadal could 
only congratulate an opponent that 
condemned him to his worst Grand 
Slam defeat in their long rivalry. 

“It has been very emotional two 
weeks. Even if tonight was not my 
best, I had somebody that played 

MELBOURNE

WITH a resilience forged in the strife-torn U.S. 
Open final, Naomi Osaka clinched her second 
Grand Slam title at the Australian Open on 
Saturday, but this time there was no drama that 
could sour her triumph. 

Osaka’s breakthrough victory in New York in 
September was overshadowed by an explosive 
row between her opponent Serena Williams and 
the chair umpire Carlos Ramos, the fall-out from 
the ruckus echoing well beyond match point. 

Reduced to tears during the trophy ceremony, 
her crowning moment as Japan’s first Grand Slam 
title winner was spoiled as a hostile crowd at 
Arthur Ashe stadium jeered. 

She later spoke of the moment as “bittersweet” 
and one she wanted to move on from only a day 
after it occurred. 

On Saturday, the tears flowed again, firstly in 
anguish after losing the second set in a riveting 
final and finally in joy as she celebrated a 7-6(2) 
5-7 6-4 victory over the brave twice Wimbledon 
champion Petra Kvitova. 

There was not an ounce of bitterness as Osaka 
accepted the Daphne Akhurst Memorial Cup 
from Asia’s first Grand Slam champion Li Na, with 
only warm cheers ringing from the Rod Laver 
Arena terraces. 

“In New York, most of the crowd was for 
Serena. Here it felt like they were split a little bit,” 
Osaka told reporters. 

“Yeah, I mean, honestly when I was playing her, 
and I heard the crowd was for both of us, I was 
very happy. At the same time I was just trying to 
focus on playing the match.” 

Being Osaka, there was also a bit of 
awkwardness. 

The 21-year-old started her victory speech 
by apologising for not being a strong “public 
speaker”, then stopped halfway through to put 

the trophy down. 
After throwing out a few ‘thank yous’, she 

admitted to forgetting what had been in her 
speech notes and wrapped things up quickly. 

Osaka might be forgiven for not being the most 
polished speaker. After all, it was only the third 
title of her career. 

That two of the three titles have been at Grand 
Slams speaks volumes of her potential, however, 
and she appears set for plenty more chances to 
hone her speeches. 

Her racket, of course, may be the tour’s biggest 
loudspeaker, with the boom of her 192 km/hr 
serves and winners echoing around centre court. 

Such power can be volatile over the course 
of three sets and she was brought to tears when 
broken serving for the match at 5-4 in the second 
set. 

But, as against semi-finalist Karolina Pliskova 
and her tricky third round opponent Hsieh Su-
wei, Osaka’s steel reappeared and she hammered 
eighth seed Kvitova mercilessly until she was 
broken. 

With the win Osaka became Asia’s first world 
number one and the first player of any nation to 
win her first two Grand Slam titles back-to-back 
since Jennifer Capriati in 2001. 

On the strength of Saturday’s final, more major 
silverware may be just around the corner. 

Osaka spoke of a tournament where she 
had found the ability to win on “will power 
alone”, a quality regularly attributed to Williams 
throughout her career of 23 Grand Slam titles. 

“For me, I feel like it hasn’t really sunk in. Maybe 
in the next tournament I play, if I see the number 
one next to my name, I’ll feel something,” she 
said. 

“But for now, I’m more happy that I won this 
trophy.” 

REUTERS

Novak Djokovic routs Nadal for 
record seventh Australian title

Naomi Osaka

 NEW YORK

A NEW York state judge 
on Friday approved Harvey 
Weinstein’s overhaul of his legal 
team to defend him against 
criminal sexual assault charges, 
though two of his new lawyers 
represented one of the disgraced 
Hollywood mogul’s most vocal 
accusers, actress Rose McGowan. 

At a Manhattan court hearing, 
Weinstein told Judge James Burke 
he accepted the potential conflicts 
of interest that Jose Baez and 
Ronald Sullivan might have from 
recently representing McGowan 
in a Virginia drug possession case, 
where she pleaded no contest. 

The judge said McGowan had 
accused Weinstein of having 
cocaine planted in her wallet, and 
his new lawyers might have email 
evidence where he supposedly 

wrote about it. 
“He was commenting on the 

absurdity of the allegations,” 
Weinstein’s former lawyer 
Benjamin Brafman told Burke, 
referring to Weinstein and the 
alleged email evidence. 

But the judge cautioned 
Weinstein his new lawyers 
“might not cross-examine Ms. 
McGowan as vigorously as they 
might otherwise” if she testified 
at his trial, which is not expected. 
Weinstein said he understood. 

Prosecutors accuse Weinstein, 
66, of forcibly performing oral sex 
on a woman in 2006 and raping 
another woman in 2013. 

Weinstein has pleaded not guilty 
to five criminal charges, and could 
face life in prison if convicted. 

“He is innocent,” Baez told 
reporters after the hearing. “He 
should be entitled to the same 

presumption as anyone else.” 
More than 70 women have 

accused Weinstein of sexual 
misconduct. He has denied all 
accusations and said any contact 
was consensual. 

Weinstein’s case helped launch 
the #MeToo movement, in which 
dozens of powerful men in 
entertainment, politics and other 
fields were accused of sexual 
misconduct. 

On Jan. 7, a not guilty plea was 
entered in a Massachusetts court 
on behalf of Oscar-winning actor 
Kevin Spacey to sexually assaulting 
an 18-year-old man in 2016. 

Baez previously represented 
Casey Anthony, the Florida 
mother found not guilty in 2011 of 
murdering her 2-year-old daughter 
Caylee. 

He worked with Sullivan, a 
Harvard Law School professor, 

when they won a 2017 acquittal 
for former New England Patriots 
tight end Aaron Hernandez at his 
double murder trial. Hernandez 
later committed suicide. 

Another new Weinstein 
lawyer is Pamela Mackey, who 
represented former basketball star 
Kobe Bryant when he was accused 
of raping a woman in 2003. Bryant 
called the encounter consensual. 
The case was eventually dropped. 

His other new lawyer is Duncan 
Levin, a former top deputy to 
Manhattan District Attorney Cyrus 
Vance. 

Weinstein’s trial is scheduled for 
early May. The next hearing is on 
March 8. Baez, Sullivan and Levin 
attended Friday’s hearing. 

“Welcome aboard,” Burke told 
them. 

REUTERS

Judge OKs new Harvey Weinstein 
lawyers who once represented accuser

Novak Djokovic

much better,” said the 32-year-
old. 

“I am going to keep fighting 
hard, going to keep working hard 
to be a better player every time, 
for the good things in life.” 

TOTAL DOMINANCE 
It was a greater humbling 

than even the quarter-finals of 
the 2015 French Open, when 
Djokovic thrashed Nadal 7-5 6-3 
6-1 to end the Spaniard’s six-year 
winning streak at his favourite 
claycourt tournament. 

A centre court crowd that 
remembered the titanic 2012 
decider, when Djokovic beat 
Nadal in a record five hours and 
53 minutes, was quickly subdued 
by the Serb’s total dominance. 

Nadal was broken in his first 
service game as he fired wild and 
wide when presented with an 
open court. 

It was clear not everything was 
right with the Spaniard when at 
4-2, he swung a forehand and 

completely missed the ball. 
Eight games in, Djokovic had 

yet to lose a point on serve. 
He finally conceded one when 

serving for the set at 5-3 but it 
was the only point he gave up 
before closing it out when Nadal 
found the net. 

Nadal’s remodelled serve 
was quickly under siege, and he 
punched his racket strings in 
frustration after giving up two 
break points in the fourth game. 

The crafty Serb floated a drop-
shot over and Nadal’s scrambling 
retrieval clipped the net cord 
to give Djokovic ample time to 
swoop in and collect it. 

The Serb threw a fiery glance 
at his players’ box after breaking 
to 5-2 and fired two aces to take a 
two-set lead. 

All business, he then marched 
back to his seat in silence, with-
out so much as a quiet fist-pump. 

Nadal battled on but every 
piece of magic he produced was 

outdone by the Serbian sorcerer. 
He scrambled in to feather a 

delicate, sliced drop-shot over 
the net, raising premature cheers 
from the crowd as Djokovic 
swooped on it and sent an even 
cleverer drop-shot cross-court. 

After further baseline punish-
ment, he broke Nadal for the 
fourth time, pulling him around 
like a puppet-master before trip-
ping him up with an irretrievable 
drop-shot. 

Nadal finally prised a break 
point in the fifth game of the 
third but it quickly disappeared 
in a maelstrom of power hitting. 

Djokovic knuckled down to 
complete an astonishing rout. 

Firing a forehand down the 
line to bring up two champion-
ship points, he converted the 
second to take back the Mel-
bourne throne amid a thunder-
ous chorus of Serbian cheers. 

REUTERS

 BARBADOS

ENGLAND captain Joe Root 
struggled to explain his team’s 
381-run defeat by West Indies 
in the first test in Barbados on 
Saturday, suggesting the result 
was an aberration that did not 
reflect the true quality of his 
team. 

“We’ve still got two very 
important games in this series 
and it’s crucial we bounce back 
very quickly, very strong, which 
we’re more than capable of 
doing,” Root said in an on-field 
interview. 

“We’ve been in this position 
before and we’ve shown great 
character and application in 
managing to turn things around 
and hopefully we can manage to 
do that again this time. 

“All the guys are hurting and 

will be desperate to put it right 
in Antigua.” 

England will not have to wait 
long for a chance of revenge, 
with the second test starting at 
North Sound on the island of 
Antigua on Thursday. 

Root refused to be second-
guessed over team selection. 
The visitors omitted proven 
pace bowler Stuart Broad, 
instead going with two spinners, 
as leggie Adil Rashid joined off-
spinner Moeen Ali in the line-up. 

But Rashid, who did not take 
a wicket, was ineffectual, while 
20-year-old medium-fast Sam 
Curran picked up only one 
wicket on a Kensington Oval 
pitch that was hard to read. 

The home team, meanwhile, 
went with a four-pronged pace 
attack and no specialist slow 
bowler. 

That was hardly noticed in the 
first innings when the quicks, 
led by Kemar Roach with five 
wickets, dismissed England for 
77. 

But scalps were harder to 
come by in the second innings 
and West Indies were fortunate 
to be bailed out by part-time 
off-spinner Roston Chase, who 
etched his name in the record 
books by taking eight wickets 
for 60. 

“After a test match it’s very 
easy to make selections, once 
you’ve seen exactly how the 
surface is going to play,” Root 
said. 

“If you look at the way the 
game panned out over four days, 
no-one would have seen the 
pattern of play as it unfolded. 

REUTERS

Traditional dance group’s artistes put their skills to show during the Chinese New Year celebrations in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. PHOTO: MIRAJI MSALA

Captain struggles to explain root 
cause of 381-run England defeat
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 MONACO

THIERRY Henry surely didn’t realise 
at the time what a negative impact one 
decision would have on his tenure as 
Monaco manager. But on Dec. 11, on the 
eve of his team’s Champions League 
match against Borussia Dortmund, he 
went too far.

That day, Henry humiliated his 
20-year-old goalkeeper, Loic Badiashile, 
for not properly pushing his chair back 
under the desk at the end of their pre-
match joint press conference. Henry was 
probably just trying to show his author-
ity, while being a bit pedantic as well. 
Some people applauded his action, high-
lighting that it was his way to get respect. 
But at Monaco, it didn’t go down well at 
all. It’s not the way a manager, let alone 
a huge name like Henry, should treat a 
player in public or in private. Badiashile 
did nothing wrong. He had tucked his 
chair under the desk. Clearly not enough 
for his manager, but still, why shame him 
publicly like that?

This one incident sums up perfectly 
Henry’s 104 days in charge of Monaco, 
which came to an end on Thursday. It 
never really worked between him and 
his players in the dressing room, though 
his dismissal is not only about player 
power.

Most of the squad didn’t want Leon-
ardo Jardim to leave. Despite their bad 
results of the start of the season -- they 
won once in Ligue 1 on Aug. 11 and didn’t 
win again before Jardim was sacked on 
Oct. 11 -- they still believed they could 
turn things around with him. They were 
still behind him.

In contrast, they never fully were be-
hind Henry. The disconnect was mostly 
down to his attitude, as seen in the inci-
dent with Badiashile. Henry still behaves 
like a player and, according to someone 
close to the squad, it felt too much 
like he was still “one of the boys.” The 
Frenchman, 41, who had never managed 
a first team before, never carried himself 
like a manager. His body language, some 
of his reactions and his methods gave 
away the fact that he wasn’t ready for a 
significant rescue job like this one.

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Mamadou Sakho

 MADRID

REAL Madrid boss Santiago Solari 
has said there are no guarantees 
Gareth Bale will automatically return 
to the starting line-up once he regains 
his fitness.

Bale has missed Madrid’s last six 
matches with a calf muscle injury, but 
returned to full training in recent days 
and is in line to feature in Sunday’s La 
Liga game at Espanyol.

Madrid broke the world transfer 
record to sign Bale in 2013, and he has 
since been part of a side which won the 
Champions League on four occasions 
as well as La Liga in 2017 -- however, So-
lari said he will not make any decisions 
based on past achievements.

“Football is always about the next 
game,” Solari said, when asked directly 
if Bale would get straight back in the 
team. “We will see who plays tomor-
row, then the following week.

“The players who are recovering, 
we want them at 100 percent as soon 
as possible. Gareth is a very important 
player for us, a fantastic player, we are 
very happy to have him coming back.”

Bale’s absence has led to more game 

time for summer arrival Vinicius Junior 
and, following Thursday’s 4-2 victory 
over Girona in the Copa del Rey, the 
Brazilian has now been involved in 
eight goals in the competition -- more 
than any other player this season.

“Vinicius’ adaptation has been very 
quick,” Solari said. “He is still very 
young -- 18 -- coming to a new country, 
new language, new friends, another 
football culture.

“With the support of the squad, 
experienced players giving him advice 
and help, he is showing his talent in 
each game. We must keep taking care 
of him so his improvement continues.”

The recent injury crisis at Madrid 
appears to be clearing up with winger 
Marco Asensio close to a return after 
six weeks out with a hamstring prob-
lem, while midfielders Toni Kroos and 
Marcos Llorente made their come-
backs off the bench against Girona in 
midweek.

Goalkeeper Keylor Navas (adductor), 
centre-back Jesus Vallejo (thigh) and 
forward Mariano Diaz (back) remain 
sidelined.

(AGENCIES)

Bale has no first team guarantees - Solari

The Monaco meltdown: Why Henry was firedMessi absence in Copa 
loss justified - Valverde
 BARCELONA, SPAIN

ERNESTO Valverde has said he 
rested Lionel Messi for the good of the 
team after restoring the forward to 
Barcelona’s squad for Sunday’s Catalan 
derby against Girona.

Messi, 31, didn’t even travel to Sevilla 
in midweek as Barca were beaten 2-0 at 
the Sanchez Pizjuan in their Copa del 
Rey quarterfinal first leg.

The Argentine’s absence was even 
more surprising given he had only 
played the final 30 minutes of last 
week’s La Liga win over Leganes at 
Camp Nou.

“It was a decision based on the 
coach’s criteria, who is the person 
who knows his players best,” Valverde 
said in a news conference on Saturday 
when asked why he had not started 
top scorer Messi in either of the last 
two matches. “I have to make those 
decisions.

“No one else has the data I have on 
my players. I do what is best for the 
player, for the team and for the club.”

Along with Messi, who has scored 
25 goals in 24 appearances this season, 
Malcom and Kevin Prince Boateng 
keep their places in the squad despite 
failing to gel against Sevilla in attack.

Malcom was taken off in the second 
half after missing an open goal. Barca 
are open to offers for the Brazilian be-
tween now and the end of January but 
while he remains at the club, Valverde 
challenged him to earn a regular spot 

in the team.
“We want him to have that continuity 

[of playing regularly] and to be a player 
that intimidates the opposition in the 
final third,” he said. “There are other 
players playing [in his position] but 
when he does play he has to try and 
win his place in the team so that it can’t 
be taken away from him.”

January signing Boateng, mean-
while, could make his league debut at 
Montilivi, although he’s likely to begin 
the game on the bench. The on-loan 
forward started against Sevilla despite 
having trained just once with his new 
teammates.

“I recognise it was a difficult situa-
tion for him as he’d just got here, but I 
thought it was the best decision I could 
make for the team,” Valverde said.

The Barca boss also defended his 
decision not to speak to Ajax midfielder 
Frenkie de Jong, who will join the club 
for €75 million in the summer, despite 
the fact Paris Saint-Germain coach 
Thomas Tuchel and Manchester City’s 
Pep Guardiola did speak to the Dutch 
international to try to sway his final 
decision.

“First of all, you can’t speak with a 
player who has a contract with another 
club,” Valverde said. “It’s not in my code 
[to do so].

“I won’t do it. If a player decides [to 
make that public], that’s up to him. I 
have nothing to say on it. The club have 
acted in a matter which I respect.”

(AGENCIES)

Henry Thierry

How Solskjaer handles adversity could determine Man United fate
 LONDON

SO far, so flawless, for Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer as Manchester United’s caretaker 
manager. Friday’s FA Cup fourth-round 
victory at Arsenal extended his winning 
record to eight out of eight and, still, 
his team has yet to even fall behind in a 
game under the Norwegian.

In terms of a job audition, there really 
is little more that Solskjaer can do to 
persuade United’s owners, the Glazer 
family, and executive vice-chairman Ed 
Woodward to hand him the manager’s 
position on a permanent basis at the end 
of the season. 

Ultimately, a trophy would help, and 
United are now into the fifth round 
of the cup after this 3-1 win, while a 
top-four finish in the Premier League 
-- thereby securing Champions League 
qualification -- would also be a big tick in 
the box for Solskjaer. But right now, he is 
answering every question posed of him, 
and nothing has halted his stride.

Solskjaer has quickly drawn a line 
under the Jose Mourinho era; he has 
United winning again, has put a smile 
back on the players’ faces and has gener-
ally lifted the mood of everyone con-
nected to the club. In just over a month 
since Mourinho was sacked, the likes of 
Paul Pogba, Marcus Rashford, Anthony 
Martial and Victor Lindelof have been 
transformed from underperforming, 
confidence-shorn players into men at 
the top of their game. 

Even Alexis Sanchez, in the fast lane 
to becoming an expensive flop under 
Mourinho, has found some form, with 
the Chilean scoring the opening goal 
against his former club on his first 
return to the Emirates since he left for 
United 12 months ago.

But football is not without its ups and 
downs, and Solskjaer knows that the 
feelgood factor will be -- has to be -- test-
ed at some point in the coming weeks 
and months. And though he is currently 
putting together the perfect job applica-
tion, the 45-year-old admits that, sooner 
or later, he and his players will have to 
deal with adversity and negativity.

“That will be a new experience for us, 
which will be great,” Solskjaer said after 
the win at the Emirates. “It will happen 
and we’ll learn from it, that’s the thing.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer

AFC Wimbledon topple 
West Ham in FA Cup, 
Millwall beat Everton

LONDON

AFC Wimbledon proved that the 
spirit of one of the FA Cup’s craziest 
stories lives on by toppling Premier 
League West Ham United 4-2 in a siz-
zling fourth-round duel on Saturday. 

Second-tier Millwall dispatched 
top-flight Everton 3-2 at the New Den 
and third-tier Shrewsbury Town were 
denied the scalp of Premier League 
Wolverhampton Wanderers in stop-
page time. 

Manchester City continued their 
pursuit of silverware on four fronts 
by hammering Burnley 5-0 to take 
their goal tally this year to 30 in seven 
matches in all competitions. 

Pep Guardiola’s side were upstaged 
as AFC Wimbledon, bottom of Eng-
land’s third-tier League One and 58 
rungs below West Ham on the English 
football ladder, reminded a television 
audience of what makes the FA Cup so 
intoxicating. 

West Ham made six changes from 
the side that played in their last Pre-
mier League match but still had players 
such as Andy Carroll, Javier Hernandez 
and Mark Noble on the pitch. 

They were swept aside, though, as 
Kwesi Appiah put AFC Wimbledon 
ahead and Scott Wagstaff’s sublime 
double either side of halftime took 
them 3-0 up against Manuel Pellegrini’s 

team. 
Spaniard Lucas Perez pulled one 

back for West Ham and when Brazilian 
substitute Felipe Anderson curled in a 
free kick with 20 minutes left it seemed 
the hosts might crumble. 

But substitute Toby Sibbick headed 
past Adrian in the 88th minute to 
send AFC Wimbledon into the fifth 
round for the first time since the club 
was formed by disgruntled fans of the 
original, so-called Wimbledon Crazy 
Gang in 2002. 

Manager Wally Downes, part of the 
Wimbledon team that beat a pedigree 
Liverpool side in the 1988 final before 
the club controversially uprooted to 
Milton Keynes in 2002 and became MK 
Dons, said the result proved anything 
could happen in football. 

“I don’t know if it was a plan, win-
ning was the plan, not the 4-2,” he said. 
“Football is random. There is a load 
of analysis we do, me included, but 
on any given day, any team can beat 
any other team and we have done it 
tonight. 

“Three-nil up and hanging on for 
grim death,” added Downes, who was 
seated next to another member of 
the Crazy Gang, Hollywood hardman 
Vinnie Jones who was working as a 
television pundit. 

CONTROVERSIAL WIN FOR MILL-
WALL 

is about more than just momentum. 
Tactically, he has masterminded away 
wins at Spurs in the Premier League and 
Arsenal in the FA Cup, with an admis-
sion that the team has “worked on the 
structure” since it relied on goalkeeper 
David De Gea to keep Spurs at bay at 
Wembley recently. He is getting it right 
on the training ground as well as on 
matchdays, but if he is to become Mour-
inho’s permanent successor, Solskjaer 
will likely have to find a way to solve a 
problem between now and the end of 
the season.

That problem could come in the 
Champions League round-of-16 tie 
against Paris Saint-Germain, with 
Solskjaer needing to devise a game plan 
to stop Neymar, Kylian Mbappe and 
Edinson Cavani from tearing United’s 
defence apart. He will have to meet the 
challenge of taking on Pep Guardiola 
and Jurgen Klopp in games against 
Manchester City and Liverpool, respec-
tively, and at some point sooner or later, 
Solskjaer will have to get his team out of 
a hole when they fall behind.

But United’s next three games come 
against Burnley, Leicester City and Ful-
ham, so there is a strong possibility that 
they will face PSG on the back of an 11-
game winning run. Maybe that is when 
the hard work will really begin, but in 
truth, Solskjaer has made it all look easy 
so far, and not even PSG will be worrying 
him right now.

(AGENCIES)

“I’m getting to know these players, I’m 
learning how they react, but that’ll be a 
new experience and you might just sit 
back and see how we handle it.”

Momentum can only take a team so 
far. It is only when momentum fades 
that the true strengths and weaknesses 
of a team and a coach come to the fore.

Maurizio Sarri started the season with 
an 18-game unbeaten run as Chelsea’s 
new manager, but the Italian has found 
it more difficult to keep the good times 
rolling since suffering his first defeat 
against Tottenham in November.

Arsenal’s Unai Emery, having lost 
his first two games in charge against 
Manchester City and Chelsea, over-
saw an 11-game winning streak, which 
extended to a 22-game unbeaten run, 
before the wheels fell off with a defeat at 
Southampton in December. That defeat 
at St Mary’s sparked a run of five defeats 
in 10 games, including this FA Cup loss 
against United, so Arsenal and Emery 
are also discovering that football teams 
need more than momentum to keep the 
positive results coming.

Solskjaer has shown that United’s run 

When Henry arrived, Monaco were 
19th in the table. Twelve league matches 
later, they are still 19th after picking up 
just two wins, but the club stood by 
him. They promised to back him up in 
January, which they did. He wanted Cesc 
Fabregas and he got him. For a 31-year-
old who had only started one Premier 
League match all season, l’ASM went 
the extra mile: a huge signing-on fee, 
€6 million net salary per year and the 
assurance that he will start all the time. 
Naldo, 36, arrived from Schalke 04 and 
Fode Ballo-Toure, the young left-back, 
from Lille.

So, despite the tensions with the play-
ers, his attitude, the bad results and the 
pair of humiliations last week -- against 
Strasbourg in the league (5-1) and, more 
importantly, on Tuesday against Ligue 2 
club Metz in the French Cup (3-1), both 
at home -- the club was ready to give 
Henry a bit more time.

On Thursday morning, his job was 
still safe, but he lost a lot of club goodwill 
during the Strasbourg match when 

he insulted Kenny Lala, the opposing 
right-back. He tried to justify himself and 
expressed remorse after the match, but 
the damage was done. In Monaco, the 
image of the club and the Principality is 
everything and Henry’s actions drew too 
much negative attention.

Nevertheless, he was still in charge on 
Thursday when he oversaw the training 
session (his last one) and held the press 
conference that would end up being his 
last one as well. The final straw report-
edly occurred when he decided to send 
some of the club’s senior players to the 
reserve squad. He wanted hungry play-
ers and this act ultimately cost him his 
job. In his head at that moment, he was 
convinced that he would still be on the 
bench at the weekend.

Fundamentally, Monaco’s problems 
are not all his fault. He inherited a team 
that was seriously low on confidence. 
The injury list is as significant as his tro-
phy cabinet and their star players have 
not performed all season. But on Thurs-
day afternoon, the players complained 

about Henry.
The majority of Monaco’s squad 

reportedly wanted Jardim back and 
were still loyal to their former manager. 
They would voice their concerns over 
the poor standards of Henry’s training 
sessions and his tactical struggles. There 
were too many problems, too much 
tension. The club had no other option 
than to get rid of him or, as they chose 
instead, to suspend him first, barely 48 
hours before the biggest game of the 
season so far.

Dijon are 18th in the table, just two 
points above Monaco and with a game 
in hand. This is the game that could 
define their season. Henry promised it 
would be war but he won’t be there to 
see it. Instead, if Monaco go down just 
two seasons after winning the league 
in flamboyant fashion, Henry will take 
some of the blame.

On paper, it was a seductive idea to ap-
point Henry as Jardim’s replacement. It 
was, after all, at Monaco that everything 
started for “Titi” in football. The prodigal 
son was back. The club wanted a big 
name: they could have gone for Marcelo 
Gallardo, who also played at Louis II, or 
Antonio Conte, two proven managers. 
Instead, they picked the biggest name of 
the three but also the most risky choice 
and the most inexperienced candidate. 
It was a mistake to name him. Henry 
thought he could do a great job there, 
but underestimated the task and was 
clearly not ready for it. The same hap-
pened to Gary Neville at Valencia three 
seasons ago.

For someone who cares so much 
about his own image, the whole thing 
has been a disaster for Henry. As for 
Monaco, it looks really bad as well. Since 
they took charge of the club in 2010, 
owner Dimitri Rybolovlev and vice 
president Vadim Vasilyev had made few 
mistakes. But this misstep is big, and 
potentially very costly. It will certainly be 
financially: Three months after sacking 
Leonardo Jardim with an €8m severance 
payment, they have reappointed him 
and now must pay off his successor-pre-
decessor with a hearty sum as well.

(AGENCIES)



By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

TANZANIA’s acrobatic group Limpopo 
African Acrobatics has appealed to Min-
istry of Information, Culture, Arts and 
Sports to promote the sport in an effort 
to help the country’s youths that are in-
volved in it achieve success.

The group’s spokesman, Castigo Cuam-
be, issued the plea when he spoke to The 
Guardian in Morogoro last weekend.

“Since I got an opportunity to partici-
pate in acrobatics in South Africa in 1990s, 
my dreams came true given I found out ac-
robatics is profitable outside the country,’’ 
he said. 

Cuambe said the ministry and sports 
stakeholders have to avoid neglecting 
such a sport like acrobatics.

He noted that most of the country’s 
youths that are involved in the sport else-
where left the country without any sup-
port from either the government or other 
stakeholders.

He was adamant that it is time the coun-
try honoured the Father of the Nation, the 
late Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere, 
who introduce acrobatics in Tanzania 
through the country’s cultural exchange 
with China.

“I congratulate the fourth and fifth phas-
es’ governments for supporting sports the 
way Mwalimu did, we are witnessing con-
struction of modern venues, the senior 
national soccer team also received finan-
cial support from President John Pombe 
Magufuli recently,” he disclosed.

He said given acrobatics is hardly enjoy-
ing promotion in Tanzania, youths that 
are involved in the sport opted to look for 

opportunities to work in Spain and Portu-
gal.

“Fortunately in 2016 and 2017 six boys 
entered contract to perform in some of 
the best hotels in Portugal and Spain, the 
situation improved their living standards, 
given they bought plots in Tanzania,” he 
said.

Cuambe congratulated the sport’s in-
structor, Pharid Taratibu, noting the latter 
has nurtured plenty of acrobats in Tanza-
nia.

“I have been taught several acrobatics 
skills including tumbling, pyramiding, bal-
ancing, hoops diving and fire juggling,” he 
added.

He disclosed such an acrobatic skill like 
balancing is therapy to dangerous dis-
eases because the skill helps body parts 
become active. Acrobatics, he said, also of-
fers employment.

“Government has to invest in the sport 
with a view to tackling unemployment 
among youths, who are able bodied and 
can learn and take part in acrobatics,” he 
noted.

He also expressed sincere regards to 
Morogoro’s Nashera Hotels’ general man-
ager Benson Nabora for giving Limpopo 
African Acrobatics group chance to per-
form at the hotel.

“Acrobatics needs daily fitness, I thank 
every person that supported our perfor-
mances in Morogoro, Nashera Hotels, for 
instance, offered us a greenish garden and 
a theater for performance,” he disclosed. 
Limpopo African Acrobatics group, he 
noted, performs in Greece, Spain and Por-
tugal.
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Kariobangi Sharks win 2019 SportPesa Cup   

By Guardian Reporter

K
ENYA’s Kariobangi 
Sharks have won 
the 2019 SportPesa 
Cup tournament 

with a hard fought 1-0 win 
over compatriots, Bandari, in 
a pulsating final at the Nation-
al Stadium in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday.  

Striker Harrison Mwendwa 
notched the all-important goal 
for Kariobangi Sharks on the 
60th minute, as he beat Ban-
dari’s keeper Farukh Wakhiso 
with a left foot shot from in-
side the box after the striker 
was released by team mate.

Kariobangi Sharks, thus, 
received US dollars 30, 000 
for laying their hands on the 
silverware, whereas Bandari 
were presented with US dol-
lars 10, 000 for taking the sec-
ond spot.

Kariobangi Sharks have also 
got an opportunity to host 
English Premier League gi-

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Simba midfielder, Hassan Dilunga (R), shields the ball from Mbao FC left fullback, Amos Charles, during the third-
place play off of the 2019 SportPesa Cup tournament, which was held at the National Stadium in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TFF

Tanzania ought to invest in acrobatics- call 

 By Guardian Correspondent, Mirerani

FARAJA Damas, and Failuna Matanga, both from 
the National Service ( JKT), have won the maiden 
Mirerani-Tanzanite Half Marathon that was held in 
Simanjiro District, Manyara yesterday.

Faraja clocked one hour and 14 seconds to beat 
the rest of the competitors in the men’s category of 
the 21km the race to the top honour.

Hot on his heels was Michael Joseph from Sin-
gida who clocked one hour and 34 seconds, while 
Stephano Huche came third, posting one hour, one 
minute and 27 seconds.

Failuna registered one hour, nine minutes and 36 
seconds to win the women’s category of the race, 
whereas Angelina Daniel took the second position 
with one hour, 14 minutes and 20 seconds. The third 
position was won by Rosalia Fabiano from JKT.

Deputy Minister for Information, Culture, Arts 
and Sports, Juliana Shonza, who was the guest of 
honour, lauded the organizers for smooth hosting of 
the race despite being the first time for such a race 
to take place in the scorching hot Mirerani Hills.

“Usually the inaugural event proves to be hard, 
cumbersome and sometimes the event fails, but for 
the Maiden Mirerani-Tanzanite Half Marathon, this 
is a runaway success,” she said.

She insisted that the race should continue to re-
flect what President John Magufuli is currently do-
ing, namely safeguarding the country’s mineral re-
sources.

Mirerani Half Marathon’s chief organizer, Charles 
Mnyalu, said the event aims at promoting the rare 
blue Tanzanite Gemstones internationally and that 
for starters the race has attracted four runners from 
Kenya.

He disclosed the Kenya athletes though failed to 
participate in the race as they did not process per-
mits early on.

Winners of the Mirerani-Tanzanite Half Marathon 
were presented with cash prizes as well as medals. 
Young athletes who participated in the children cat-
egory of the race got school equipment.

Limpopo African Acrobatics group’ members perform at Nashera Hotels in Morogoro recently. 
PHOTO: MICHAEL SIKAPUNDWA

JKT athletes hold 
sway in Mirerani 
Half Marathon

ants, Everton FC, in an interna-
tional friendly match in Kenya 
later this year.  

Simba of Tanzania took the 
third position in the tourna-
ment, posting a 5-3 win over 
compatriots Mbao FC in the 
penalty shootouts of the third-
place play off that took place 
earlier.

The penalty shootouts had 
to take place, given the regular 
time ended with the two teams 
locked to a barren draw.

Okwi, Nicholas Gyan, Paschal 
Wawa, Deogratius Munishi and 
Clatous Chama scored the pen-
alties for Simba.

Said Hamisi, Babilas Chitem-

be and Vincent Mayombya net-
ted their spot kicks for Mbao FC 
whereas Rajesh Kotecha failed 
to convert his spot kick. Simba 
received US dollars 7, 500 as a 
cash prize set aside for an outfit 
that finished third.

In the third-place match, Sim-
ba went close after the kick off, 
when forward Sadney Urikhob 
saw his right foot effort from 
outside Mbao FC area go off tar-
get.

Urikhob wasted another good 
opportunity on the seventh 
minute as his effort from inside 
the opponents’ area went ago-
nizingly wide.

Mbao FC had a meaningful 

chance on the 10th minute, as 
the side’s fullback Vincent May-
ombya floated in a good cross 
from the right side, only to see 
fellow striker Raphael Siyame 
fail to slot the ball home.

Ngalema threw overboard an 
opportunity few minutes later 
in which he failed to connect 
home a cross floated in from 
outside Simba’s area.

Simba kept on pushing for 
the opener and went close on 
the 25th minute, in which a 
header by Urikhob from within 
Mbao FC area, off a centre by 
right fullback Zana Coulibaly, 
went inches over.

Mbao FC keeper Metacha 

Mnata had to make a timely save 
on the 28th minute to keep Simba 
at bay, in which he cleared a care-
less back pass by defender David 
Mwasa inside the box.

Mbao FC grew in confidence 
during the latter stages of the 
stanza, in which they made good 
runs into Simba’s area in pursuit 
of a goal but the latter’s defense 
stood firm and frustrate the for-
mer’s attacks.

Simba defender, Lamine Moro, 
made a timely block to frustrate 
Mbao FC forward Said Hamisi 
that had a made a good run from 
20 meters and attempted to un-
leash a shot outside the area on 
the 40th minute.

The opening stanza ended with 
neither side having found the 
back of the net.

Simba fluffed a glorious op-
portunity on the 47th minute 
in which second half substitute, 
Emmanuel Okwi, set up Urikhob 
within Mbao FC area but the lat-
ter could only blast over.

Mbao FC survived a scare on 
the 55th minute in which a right 
foot volley by Okwi from within 
the former’s penalty area came 
off the right post.

The Mwanza side put Simba 
defense under pressure two min-
utes later as a fierce shot by Ger-
vas Bernard from the edge of the 
area was saved by keeper Deogra-
tius Munishi.

Mbao FC will live to remember a 
good opportunity that went their 
way shortly thereafter, as Hamis 
was released within Simba’s area, 
he though took time to attempt 
to get the better of the latter’s de-
fenders and was dispossessed.

Much as Simba made several 
forays into Mbao FC box during 
the closing stages of the match, 
the former failed to put the ball 
on the back of the latter’s net.


