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CAG: Massive 
flaws in finance 
management

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Controller and Auditor General (CAG), 
Prof Mussa Assad, yesterday released the annual 
general audit report on development projects 
for the financial year 2017/2018, citing serious 
flaws in financial management controls.

Speaking in his office in Dodoma, Prof Assad 
cited considerable financial underperformance, 
as during the financial year 2017/2018, 
development projects had a total of 2.65 trillion/- 
whereby a total of 1.64 trillion/- was spent and 
1.01 trillion/- remained as closing balance on 30 
June 2018.

The annual report has 5,686 outstanding 
audit recommendations from all development 
projects during the financial year, out of 
which 1991 or equivalent to 35 percent were 
implemented, while 1,000 others equivalent to 
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18 percent were under implementation. Another 
1,953 audit observations equivalent to 34 percent 
were not implemented, and 742 others, equivalent 
to 13 percent were overtaken by events.

“In the financial year 2017/2018, I have issued 
455 unqualified opinions and 14 qualified 
opinions,” said the CAG, noting that there was less 
contribution of government shares to co-funding 
projects worth  111.01 billion/-.

In the review of financing of various projects for 
the year ending June 2018, the CAG pointed out that 
in ten projects, the government was required to 
contribute 118,446,616,605/- but contributed only 
7,436,712,224.57/- that is equivalent to six percent, 
leaving 111,009,904,380/- not contributed, which 
affected implementation of the projects and 
hence inhibited realisation of intended objectives.

The report  indicates that in relation to the 

Teachers biggest group in 
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government plans to employ 
44,807 public servants, 13,002 in other 
departments including public university 
lecturers while around 290,625 will be 
promoted.

It will also conduct a review of public 
servants at the local government 
authorities in effort to ensure proper 
use of available manpower in the public 
service.

The revelation was made yesterday by 
the Minister of State in the President’s 
Office (Public Service and Good 
Governance), George Mkuchika while 
tabling ministerial budget estimates for 
2019/2020.

The minister asked the legislature to 

By Felister Peter

VICE President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
(pictured) has decried poor involvement of 
youth and citizens with leadership role in 
decision-making and management of the 
national economy since the local government 
reform agenda was adopted in the late 1990s.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam yesterday, the VP 
challenged social development researchers to 
find out modalities that can ensure involvement 
of youth and ordinary citizens in the country’s 
economic growth.

The VP asserted that Tanzania adopted the 
Decentralization by Devolution (D-by-D policy) 
in 1998 to enable local governments take up 
decision-making powers to spearhead economic 

approve Sh 683,543,960,617 whereby Sh 
483,676,705,000 is for recurrent expenditure 
while Sh 199,867,255,617 is for development.

Proposed new employment opportunities 
include 13,526 teachers, 9,467 health 
workers, 3,725 police officers, 2,141 
agriculture, livestock and fisheries officers, 
500 fire officers, 685 prison wardens and 
1,262 in other fields.

 “The government will also promote 
290,625 public servants as it also reviews 
accumulated salary arrears of 21,683 
servants totalling Sh 50.76 billion,” he said.

The government will also review 2,000 
wealth declarations by public officils 
in a continuous process that requires 
denominated leaders to fill declaration 
forms for wealth and debt, he stated.

The process is now online following 
completion of an electronic management 
system for the ethics secretariat, the minister 
affirmed.

Mkuchika also declared that the 
government is working on plans for 
separation of powers and duties for around 
100 public institutions including ministries, 
departments, agencies and others.

In the coming financial year, the Public 
Service Salary board will conduct a study on 

development, but involvement of ordinary 
people in various economic activities is still 
small.

“I am expecting researchers to come up with 
suggestions on what should be done to increase 
participation of ordinary Tanzanians especially 
the youth in the economy”, said Suluhu, opening 
the 24th Annual Research Workshop for the 
REPOA think tank, bringing together researchers, 
experts, government officials and development 
partners to discuss local government roles in 
economic development.

This year’s ARW is themed: “Local economic 
involvement unpacking potentials for 
accelerated transformation of Tanzania.”

She tasked researchers to come up with 

By Guardian Reporter

POLICE Officer Commanding District (OCD) 
for Njombe yesterday escaped losing his job 
by a whisker after he was sacked by President 
John Magufuli in a public meeting over recent 
ritualistic killings of children in the area, only to 
be reinstated minutes later following a prayer of 
repentance by a religious leader.

The child killings which ravaged Njombe 
region for nearly two months from last 
December took lives of at least seven children 
related to allegations of human sacrifice. At least 
29 people were arrested in connection with the 
killings.

Before announcing he had sacked the OCD, 
President Magufuli expressed anger over the 
ritualistic killings of children in the region, 
saying the incidents had tarnished the region’s 
image nationally and internationally.

Addressing a rally in Njombe town yesterday, 
Dr Magufuli declared that no one can gain TURN TO PAGE 2

wealth by killing children.
“We need to repent, we need to ask for God’s 

forgiveness over the killings. The incidents have 
brought fear and sadness among families as 
they have lost their loved ones. Let me tell you 
that you can’t be rich by killing children,” he 
said.

 He directed regional authorities to reinforce 
efforts and make sure that these incidents do 
not recur in the area, warning that he would 
sack all top  officials including the regional and 
district commissioners if the incidents recur in 
the region.

 He told the rally that children killings 
challenge in Njombe shouldn’t have taken such 
a long time to be addressed. “This is why I sacked 
the then Regional Police Commander (RPC) and 
replaced him with a new one because he failed 
to act upon the problem,” the president said. 

Meanwhile, the Head of State directed 
authorities in Njombe region to supervise the 

Addressing a rally in Njombe 
town yesterday, Dr Magufuli 
declared that no one can gain 
wealth by killing children

JPM sacks OCD, reverses after prayer

The Controller and Auditor General, Prof Mussa Assad briefs journalists on his report on government expenditure ended June 30, 2018 at his 
office in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph
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salaries paid to security agencies and 
advice the government on how best to 
motivate them.

On the Tanzania Social Action 

Fund (TASAF), the minister said 
the fund will in the new financial 
year conduct registration of poor 
households in 4,408 villages in 
1,189 wards, targeting 355,000 
households in the first phase.

Tabling committee views, the 
deputy chairperson of Parliamentary 
Committee on Administration 
and Local Governments, Venance 
Mwamoto (Kilolo, CCM) urged the 
government to consider increasing 

salaries for public servants for them to 
cope with the rising cost of living.

“We are witnesses that the 
government has not increased public 
servants’ pay for three years now,” the 
MP asserted.

Teachers biggest group in govt’s 44,807 new jobs plan 
FROM PAGE 1

completion of a bus station whose 
construction has been delayed for 
years.

 “I have heard claims on the delay 
of the construction of Njombe bus 
station, so I want it to immediately be 
completed,” he emphasized.

 He also directed the Contractors 

Registration Board (CRB) to commence 
an investigation and take measures 
on the Masasi Construction Co., a 
company which delayed completion of 
the bus station project.

President Magufuli also laid a 
foundation stone for the nearly 
completed construction of the Njombe 
Regional Referral Hospital (Phase One) 
where around 3.2bn/- will be spent in 

total.
Ummy Mwalimu, the Minister for 

Health, Community Development, 
Gender, Elderly and Children said 
that phase one construction has 
reached 96 percent. The hospital will 
commence operations in July, she 
said.

The first phase involves constructing 
the Outpatient Department (OPD) 

building which houses services like 
Ultrasound, surgery, dental, laboratory, 
X-ray, women and child health among 
others. At least health staff will be 
hired in this part of the hospital, she 
elaborated.

 President Magufuli also inaugurated 
the construction of the 107.4-km 
Njombe-Moronga -Makete road billed 
to cost 224.5bn/-.

FROM PAGE 1

Learning and Numeracy Education 
Support (LANES) project, there was 
a cash balance of  2,238,683,722.96/- 
which was year-end Exchequer 
balances for the financial years 
2015/2016 and 2016/2017 remitted to 
the Ministry of Finance and Planning as 
Exchequer unspent balances.

“However, I noted that to-date that 
this balance is yet to be returned 
to the LANES project to finance 
implementation activities and I am 
concerned that there is a risk that 
project funds may be used in other 
activities unrelated to the LANES 
project,” he observed.

 The report also shows that 
939.92billion/- was borrowed from the 
projects fund but not refunded.

The CAG in his report noted that 
Accounting Officers in seven projects 
borrowed project funds amounting to 
939,919,085.36/- to finance recurrent 
expenditures during the financial 
year but failed to return the fund to 
the respective projects, thus hindered 
effective implementation of the 
planned activities.

Prof Assad raised issues with 
expenditure amounting to 
12,164,041,024/- from 45 project 
implementers where the audit 
noted noncompliance with projects 
or program agreements related to 
unclaimed Value Added Tax (VAT) 
refunds.

In the assessment of physical 
performance of projects, the CAG 
argued that the Rural Electricity Agency 
(REA) target to connect all villages in 
the country is hard to be achieved.

 REA targeted to electrify 
approximately 12,268 village in 
Tanzania Mainland either through grid 
extension or off grid renewable energy 
by year 2021, the audit report noted.

Achievement will be unlikely as only 
4,395 villages equivalent to 36 percent 
of the total targeted villages have been 
electrified since the program was 
launched in 2013, he said.

Prof Assad also expressed concern 
on the slow pace in implementation of 
major works at the Ubungo interchange 
and BRT projects.

“I visited the Ubungo site in 

November 2018 and noted a delay of 
more than 10 months for major works 
related to flyover construction due 
to revised work program from the 
changed flyover design,” he pointed 
out.

Likewise, significant activities under 
components A& B related to BRT 
phase 3 & 4 are behind schedule for 
more than 28 months due to delays in 
initializing procurement activities.

Components A& B include 
preparation of Resettlement 
Action Plan (RAP) for BRT phase 3, 
construction works for BRT phase 3 
and preparation of bid documents for 
BRT 4.

In the review of the education 
sector, the CAG noted a delay of 24 
months in reconstruction of Ihungo 
High School and 12 months in 
rehabilitation of Azania and Jangwani 
Secondary Schools, contrary to the 
signed contractual agreement worth 
12.9billion/- between the Ministry of 
Education, Science and Technology, 
and the Tanzania Building Agency.

Likewise, under the water sector, 
the audit report noted that 65 water 
projects implemented by 22 LGAs 
valued at 63.7billion/- were delayed for 
completion for a period ranging from 
three to 48 months.

The delay was due to incompetent 
contractors, inadequate release of 
funds by the government, design 
challenges and other procurement 
weaknesses.

There was also procurement without 
competitive bidding of 868.45 million/- 
in 42 projects from service providers 
without inviting competitive price 
quotations from at least three eligible 
suppliers.

That is what is required by regulation 
76 of the Public Procurement 
Regulations of 2013 and the First 
Schedule of the Local Government 
Authorities (Tender Boards) 
Regulations of 2007 he stated.

On procurement, reviewed purchases 
of goods and services from 25 LGAs 
amounting to 2,747,729,852.51/- were 
made from various service providers 
without approval of the Tender Board, 
contrary to Regulation 57 (3)(a) of the 
Public Procurement Regulations 2013, 
the report underlined.
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Minister for Foreign Affairs, East Africa,   Regional and International Cooperation Prof. Palamagamba Kabudi opens investment symposium and Diaspora annual 
general meeting through tele-conference in Dodoma on Tuesday. The meeting was held in Stockholm, Sweden. With him is Permanent Secretary in the ministry Dr. 
Faraji Kasidi Mnyepe. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

strategies that will facilitate tapping 
of the many economic opportunities 
scattered across the country. “Tanzania 
is vast country endowed with natural 
resources, but not all the citizens are 
benefiting with resources,” the VP 
stated.

The VP noted that the small 
participation of ordinary people in 
economic activities has resulted into 
low production which affects revenue 
collection. 

Suluhu said the government will 
continue facilitating activities of 
research institutions including REPOA, 
using their research findings to 
improve existing policies.

 The government is determined to 
bring economic development to the 
people through implementation of 
its five-year development plan from  

2016/2017 to 2020/2021 themed; 
“Nurturing Industrialization for 
Economic Transformation and Human 
Development,” she stated.

 VP Suluhu commended stakeholders 
and development partners who 
have been supporting REPOA, 
including the embassies of Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway, Ireland, Canada’s 
International Development Research 
Centre (IDRC) and the UK Department 
for International Development (DfID).

In a keynote address, Prof Peter 
Knorringa from the International 
Institute of Social Studies at Erasmus 
University of Rotterdam insisted 
embracing technological innovation 
and ensuring careful resource 
expenditure to bring economic 
development to citizens and the local 
government level.

Prof Knorringa said it is easier to 

ensure involvement of ordinary people 
in the economy through technological 
innovations such as mobile money 
banking. Most people in rural areas do 
not have access to electricity, so it is 
high time the government looks into 
possibilities of connecting them with 
solar power, he said.

Abdallah Ngodu, the Secretary 
General for the Association of Local 
Authorities of Tanzania (ALAT) said: 
“We want the kind of researches that 
will help us tap the untapped economic 
potential at village and ward level.”

Local governments are catalysts 
for development, while the nation’s 
development must go in hand with the 
economic development of ordinary 
citizens, he pointed out.

REPOA Executive Director, Dr 
Donald Mmari said this year’s event is 
meant to discuss how local government 

authorities can help in economic 
development. The institutions have 
been working on various researches 
in support of the government’s policy 
making as well as building the capacity 
of researchers. 

Danish Ambassador Einar Jensen 
said they are supporting REPOA to 
conduct researches because good 
researches lead to the formulation of 
better policies.

Executive Director, CEOs Roundtable 
of Tanzania, Santina Majengo 
underscored the need for the country 
to look into the kind of economic 
opportunities available in different 
areas and the possible challenges in 
tapping its potential.

Tourism is a sector where 
opportunities exist across the country 
but they are not tapped due to gaps in 
utilizing them, she added.
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President John Magufuli listens to Unilever Tea Tanzania general manager Ashton Eastman during the inauguration of Kabambe tea factory in Njombe Region on 
Tuesday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

REPOA grapples with decentralisation policy
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By Guardian Reporter 

MEMBER and Commissioner of the East 
African Legislative Assembly, Dr Oburu 
Oginga has urged parliamentarians to 
enact legislation and provide oversight 
on policies on the education sector that 
build and enhance sustainable peace.  

Dr Oginga made the call on Monday 
when addressing the ongoing 140th 
Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly in 
Doha, Qatar, with over 1000 MPs from 
160 Parliaments globally, in attendance to 
deliberate on issues under the umbrella 
theme of “Parliaments as platforms to 
enhance education for peace, security 
and the rule of law”

Representing the EALA Speaker, 
Ngoga Karoli Martin, the official of the 
regional lawmaking body termed access 
to education, resources, respect for 
diversity and identity as well as equal 
and equitable participation in decision 
making at all levels as critical. 

He further called for measures to 
address the historical and contemporary 
injustices. 

The EALA Member said Parliaments 
need to be more impactful in their 
approaches to addressing peace and 
ensuring rule of law.  

Dr Oginga told legislators to advocate 
for targeted education and initiatives that 
abhor violence, enhance peace-building 
tools and support human security around 
the globe for positive societal impact. 

He said EALA had continued to play a 
critical part in so far as peace and security 
is concerned. 

“The Assembly has passed the EAC 
Human and Peoples’ Rights Bill, 2012 
and about 12 Resolutions on the subject 
matter. The Assembly further works 
with the EAC Secretariat and other 
institutions in promoting research, 
building pertinent partnerships and 
peace initiatives as measures to curtail 
forms of insecurity and thus promote 
peaceful co-existence of communities,” 
he said.

The Member called for full 
implementation of the Peace and 
Security Protocol including the setting 

up of an EAC Security Council and 
an EAC Stand-by-Brigade as well as the 
institutionalization of the Panel of the 
Wise and other related institutions.

He further called for effective oversight 
on the projects of the agencies that 
ensure cohesiveness and concerted 
efforts towards ensuring humanity issues 
are addressed.

The 140th Assembly is covering 
multiple subjects including role of 
fair and free trade and investments in 
achieving the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) especially that which 
regard economic equality, sustainable 
agriculture, industrialization and 
innovation.   A number of emergency 
items are further expected to be 
tabled during the week-long event as is 
provided for under Assembly Rule 11.1 
and Article 14.2 of the IPU Statutes.

The items proposed include a call 
for urgent international action to 
support Mozambique, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe, hit by the cyclone Idai and 
another on preventing and combating 
racism, intolerance, islamophobia and 
xenophobia.

Other EALA Members who attended 
the congregation include Dr Francois 
Kalinda, Hon Rose Akol, Dr Gabriel 
Garang Alaak, Pamela Masaay and 
senior EALA Parliamentary staff.

The 140th IPU edition has also 
attracted over 50 Speakers of Parliament 
and 40 Deputy Speakers. Of the MPs in 
attendance, 20 per cent are young MPs 
under 45 years of age and 33 per cent 
are women.

Other EAC Speakers and 
Parliamentarians are also in attendance.  
The Republic of Kenya is led by the 
Speaker of the Senate, Kenneth Lusaka.  
Nyabenda Pascal, Speaker of the 
Burundi National Assembly leads his 
delegation as Job Ndugai, Speaker of 
Parliament of Tanzania leads legislators 
from the Parliament of Tanzania.  
Delegations from the Parliament of 
Uganda, Parliament of Rwanda and 
the Transitional National Legislative 
Assembly of the Republic of South 
Sudan are also in attendance.  

EALA calls for measures to address the 
historical and contemporary injustices
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government faces the challenge of 
unreached revenue estimates and collec-
tions from both tax and non-tax revenues, 
late release of funds during the year and 
inadequate reconciliation between excheq-
uers released and fund received for various 
votes of accounts, the Controller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) has revealed.

While acknowledging that domestic 
revenue collection has portrayed a posi-
tive trend over five consecutive years from 
2013/14 to 2017/18, Prof Assad advised the 
government to explore more alternative 
sources of domestic revenue and broaden 
the tax base, also to advocate voluntary tax 
compliance among its citizens.

The Treasury should ensure funds are 
released timely, respective entities to speed 
up utilization of released funds for effective 
budget implementation” he said yesterday 
while tabling the Annual General Report of 
the Controller and Audit General on the Au-
dit of Financial Statement for the year end-
ing 30th June, 2018.

He called on the ministry of Finance and 
Planning to ensure proper reconciliation is 
made to for exchequer issues released to 
various votes and exchequer received di-
rect to projects to enhance accountability 
of all funds received by various Votes.

“Also, I would like to draw attention to all 
overseas missions regarding compliance to 
Section 11 of the Public Finance Act of 2001 
as amended 2004 and other issued direc-
tives, to ensure all moneys raised for the 
purposes of the Government are remitted 
to the consolidated fund promptly to al-
low utilization of the collected amount in 
other planned development activities as 
approved by the Parliament.” he noted.

He noted that during the financial year 
2017/2018, the Tanzania Revenue Authority 
(TRA) collected  15,386.50billion/- against 
the budget of 17,315.77 billion/- reflecting an 
under collection of 1,929.27 billion/- equiva-
lent to 11 per cent of total revenue targets.

The report showed that the total rev-
enue collected exclude 18.95 billion/- being 
Treasury Vouchers for payments of tax ex-

emptions and tax refunds; thus, the actual 
collection for the year including Treasury 
Vouchers was 15,405.44 billion/-.

“My audit this year noted that TRA had 
long outstanding cases at various tax ap-
peals machinery amounting to Sh 382.6 
trillion waiting for rulings, which is an in-
crease of 378.2 trillion/-, being 85 percent 
from cases worth 4.4 trillion/- in the finan-
cial year 2016/17.”

This significant increase in tax cases was 
due to increased public awareness of the 
existence of Tax Revenue Appeal Board 
(TRAB) and amendments of Tax Revenue 
Appeals Board Rules in 2018 which simpli-
fied the procedures of appealing to deter-
mination of tax disputes, and existence of 
four ACACIA cases worth 374.7 trillion/- 
which account for 98.08 percent of cases 
at TRAB.

The CAG also noted that TRA has ob-
jection applications with total taxes of 
77,857,964,376.52/- filed by taxpayers that 
were outstanding beyond the allowable 
period as specified in TRA Service Charter.

The delay in settlement of tax objection 
applications have a negative impact on rev-
enue collections targets since these cases 
tie up a substantial amount of taxes.

He also observed that the author-
ity has uncollected taxes amounting to 
119,604,133,635.16/- from sampled taxpay-
ers. The outstanding tax was attributed to 
inadequate follow up and debt enforce-
ment mechanism particularly in domestic 
revenue department.

In his review on assessments and col-
lection of taxes noted under collection of 
taxes amounting to 46,548,934,370.70/-.

Revenue under collected, he said was 
mainly contributed by understatement 
of corporate tax and VAT, under declared 
taxable income and withholding tax not 
charged.

Further, he noted that PAYE and Skills 
and Development Levy (SDL) for 30 taxpay-
ers were not remitted to TRA for the period 
of 149 months. Also, PAYE, SDL and with-
holding taxes totalling to 1,951,215,244.93/- 
were not remitted to TRA by taxpayers un-
der Domestic Revenue Department.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa looks at Sokoine memorial tower at Dakawa area  in Mvomero District, Morogoro Region on his way to Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Photo: PMO

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has tasked 
authorities in Morogoro Region to improve the 
memorial site at Wami-Dakawa in Mvomero 
District  in honour of the late former Prime 
Minister Edward Moringe Sokoine.

Premier Majaliwa said the area should 
be developed and maintained for annual 
commemoration event  to be held on April  12 
every year. The late Sokoine died on April 12, 1984.

He gave the directive yesterday when speaking 
after inspecting construction progress of state-of-
the-art Sokoine Memorial High School at Wami-
Dakawa in Morogoro.

Tasked leaders include Morogoro Regional 
Commissioner, Dr Steven Kebwe, Mvomero 
District Commissioner, Mohammed Utali and 
Movomero district executive director, Florent 
Kyombo.

“We had agreed earlier that this area should 
be developed to a memorial place. It is 35 years 

since the late Sokoine died in a car crash at Wami-
Dakawa in Morogoro”, he noted.

He said developing the area will result into the 
many activities including the Sokoine marathon 
which was held in Arusha city recently and 
intended to be held in Mvomero District.

Prime Minister Majaliwa said the Sokoine 
Memorial high school was constructed in honour 
of the late Prime Minister.

He added: “We constructed the school only to 
have a permanent structure in his honour. The 
school will include a special room to be used to 
store the various memorial items”.

He urged the Regional Commissioner to ensure 
timely completion of the school buildings for 
students to be enrolled. He said once construction 
of class rooms is completed, students can be 

enrolled  while  the contractor is still working on  
other the remaining structures.

The school’s construction started in June 2017     
whereby until now  the region had spent 1.7bn/-.

Movomero district executive director, Florent 
Kayombo informed the Prime Minister that 
construction of the school stopped in May 2018 
due to financial constraints.

Kayombo said so far they had constructed 16 
class rooms, 16 toilets and four office buildings at 
the cost  of 396,988,359/-.

He said a total of 899, 381,643/- was spent for 
construction of a dormitory with the capacity 
to accommodate 256 students. He said that 
218,068,299/- was used to construct the dining 
hall and another 178,583,000/- for construction of 
two teachers’ houses.

PM tasks authorities to improve memorial  
site in memory of the late Edward Sokoine 

‘Govt faces the challenge of
unreached revenue estimates’ 
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By Special Correspondent, Washington DC

FINANCE and Planning Minister Dr 
Philip Mpango is leading the Tanzania 
delegation at the 2019 spring meetings 
organized by the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in 
Washington DC.

Speaking yesterday at the Tanzania 
Embassy in Washington DC, Dr 
Mpango said the Tanzania delegation 
includes officials from Zanzibar, and 
will emphasize matters of interest to 

both sides of the Union.
Delegates will discuss development 

issues and various challenges arising 
during implementation of development 
projects that are supported by the 
World Bank and IMF, he said.

Delegates to the spring meetings 
includes central bank governors from 
member countries as well as IMF 

and World Bank governors for the 
respective member states or zones.

He said during the meetings, country 
representatives participate at the 
Board of Governors meeting where 
policy and operational decisions are 
made.

 Tanzania will participate at a special 
WB and IMF Committee meeting and 

the International Monetary Committee 
and Finance Committee (IMFC) which 
brings together finance ministers from 
all member countries.

“I will also attend the high level 
meeting of IMF and WB officials 
responsible for Africa matters related 
to soft loans, expertise assistance 
and economic policies,” the minister 

noted.
There will also be discussions 

on world economic trends, WB 
funded development projects for 
the 2019/2020 fiscal year, human 
resources, digital economy and the 
availability of soft loans from the WB 
for implementation of priority projects 
in the infrastructure and power sectors, 

he declared.
He is also expected to meet potential 

investors and top officials from global 
institutions.

Tanzania’s Ambassador to the 
United States, Wilson Masilingi said the 
Tanzania delegation is well organized 
to participate at the meetings for the 
benefit of the nation.

Spring IMF/WB meetings: Minister leads mixed delegation

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

PRESIDENT John Magufuli has commended 
Unilever Tea (T) for putting up a tea processing 
factory in Njombe Region.

President Magufuli said this here after 
having launched the factory dubbed Kabambe 
in the continuation of his tour of Southern 
Highland regions to inspect development 
projects.

“We have been moving backwards due 
to the presence of bureaucracy in some of 
government departments leading to delays in 
achieving the set targets. Therefore I call upon 
government executives to avoid bureaucracy 
in executing their duties,” he told a public 
meeting.

He called upon investors who might be 
facing difficulties caused by bureaucracy 
in the process of investing to report such 
matter to his office, promising to take strong 
disciplinary measures.

“Officials must be accountable for 
bureaucratic acts that make our country be 
perceived as difficult to put up investments. 
Our country welcomes investors,” the 
president emphasized.

He stated that the government must come 
up with a strategic plan on better ways of 
protecting investments, and protecting 
industries that would be constructed.

“Over 49 billion shillings has been 
invested in this facility (Kabambe Factory). 

There must be strategic measures to have 
it protected in a bid to make sure that it 
operates smoothly and continue creating 
employment and facilitate our intention of 
building an industrial economy be realized,” 
he said.

He commended the British High 
Commission, the Wood Foundation, former 
Chief Secretary Ambassador Philemon 
Luhanjo, former Speaker of the National 
Assembly Ms Anna Makinda and the Southern 
Agricultural Growth Corridor of Tanzania, 
among others for making the construction of 
the factory possible.

“I call upon tea farmers in Njombe Region 
to vigorously continue cultivating the cash 
crop following the building of this modern 
tea processing factory with a capacity for 
processing 150 tonnes of tea with 70 percent 
of tea leaves expected to come from farmers,” 
he said.

President Magufuli noted that the Kabambe 
Factory would boost small famers’ income 
and prompt economic growth in the region 
and the country in general through revenue 

from the factory.
On his part, the Managing Director of 

Unilever (T), David Minja said the company has 
employed over 7,000 people and benefited 
over 40,000 others through its investments 
including the factory in question.

“We are committed to ensuring that we give 
training on modern tea farming to enable 
farmers get quality output and get good price 
for their produce,” he said.

The major challenge faced by the factory 
is that of poor infrastructure especially roads 
from farms to the facility, leading to perishing 
of some raw materials before reaching the 
factory, causing losses.

British High Commissioner Sarah Cooke said 
the successful story of Unilever investments in 
the country would motivate and attract other 
investors from Britain to come and invest in 
Tanzania.

She commended the exemplary leadership 
of President Magufuli which has led to the 
creation of good investment environment 
through friendly investment and industrial 
policies.

JPM lauds Unilever for 
tea processing factory

The minister for Finance and Planning, Dr Philip Mpango (C) chairs a preparatory meeting with the Tanzania delegation before a major round of World Bank and International Monetary Fund meetings known as Spring Meetings held in Washington 
DC. With him from left is Deputy BoT Governor   Dr Yamungu Kayandabila, Treasury Permanent Secretary for Zanzibar Khamis Mussa Omar, Tanzania Ambassador to United States Wilson Masilingi and BoT Governor Prof. Florens Luoga. Photo: 
Benny Mwaipaja

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has vowed to strengthen its 
department that caters for people with disabilities 
(PwDs) so as to serve competitive services they 
deserve.

Stella Ikupa, the Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliamentary Affairs, 
Labour, Employment, Youth and the Disabled) 
made the pledge on Tuesday in the legislature. 

This is meant to improve service delivery of the 
department for the well-being of PwDs, she said, 
noting that the ministry is determined to increase 

the number of staff serving the unit.
“We’re working hard to ensure to increase the 

number of staff so that it goes in line with the needs 
of people with disabilities as well as addressing 
challenges facing them,” she said.

In creating a better environment for PwDs, the 
government is set to establish the national fund 
the disabled to cater for their projects in various 
development sectors. 

The idea is to integrate the disabled so as to 
contribute to the country’s industrialization goal 
and attain sustainable development goals set for 
2025 and 2030 respectively.

Ikupa said that the fund will provide subsidies 
to associations of people with disabilities, to 
empower education and training programmes for 
the disabled. 

In the 2019/2020 fiscal year, the governmnent 
has allocated 103m/- as a start-up capital for 
establishment of the fund,, which will obtain 
contributions by different players inside and 
outside the country, she said. “The government 
will continue to provide education among 
different authorities on the importance of building 
infrastructures which are friendly to the disabled,” 
the deputy minister added.

Govt moves to strengthen services for PwDs 

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

PREPARATIONS for the third phase of the Dar 
es Salaam Bus Rapid Transit (DART) project will 
start in next financial year, the legislature was 
told yesterday.

The Minister of State in the President’s 
Office (Regional Administration and Local 
Governments), Selemani Jafo said evaluation 
on the costs of compensation to those will be 
relocated and social institutions will start soon.

The agency has started working on plans for 
the construction of the 23.6 kilometer road up 
to the Julius Nyerere International Airport and 
onward to Gongo la Mboto.

Jafo made the remarks while tabling 
ministerial budget estimates for 2019/2020 
where he asked for approval of Sh 6.2bn out 
of which Sh 4.3bn is for recurrent expenditure 
and Sh 1.69bn is for development projects.

 “The government has set aside land at Gongo 
la Mboto for the construction of a garage, a place 
within JNIA for a bus stop in order to connect 
the airport with the rapid bus system,” he said.

The minister noted that 78 house owners at 
Banana will be affected by the construction of a 
bus station, with evaluations for compensation 
having been undertaken.

In the health sector, the government will 
start construction of 27 hospitals in various 

districts in the country. “District hospitals 
whose construction began in 2018/19 will be 
continued as Sh 46.5 billion has been set aside 
for the projects,” he stated.

There will be construction of new 52 health 
centres in some wards across the country that 
do not have the facilities and Sh 10.40 billion 
has been set for the project, he said.

On free education, the minister said Sh 288.47 
billion has been set aside and the government 
is completing the construction of 364 houses 
for primary school teachers, whereby Sh 9.10 
billion has been allocated.

Presenting the parliamentary committee 
views, deputy chairperson Jason Rweikiza 
(Bukoba Rural, CCM) emphasized that the 
government should encourage district councils 
to come up with new sources of revenue to 
avoid dependence on the central government.

The committee was aware that around 30 
councils managed to come up with 38 strategic 
projects valued at Sh 268 billion in an effort 
to increase revenue but that is too small, thus 
more efforts are needed, he told the House.

DART route to JKNIA preps taking shape

 “The government has set aside land at 
Gongo la Mboto for the construction of a 
garage, a place within JNIA for a bus stop 
in order to connect the airport with the 
rapid bus system”

Vice President Samia Suluhu Hassan opens the 24th workshop of the REPOA research organisation in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House.



Thursday 11 April 2019                              5

NATIONAL.NEWS  

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has said that it has established a special 
plan to boost the hides sector by adding value and ensure 
the availability of quality animal products from the country’s 
industries.

Speaking at a stakeholders meeting in Dar es Salaam yes-
terday, the Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Livestock 
and Fisheries Prof Elisante Gabriel said the ministry has 
been working on getting views including challenges that 
stakeholders meet so that the ministry can address them.

“We have to ensure that we add value to our products, this 
is a big plan that in the process we will have supported the 
government’s industrialization drive,” he said.

Prof Gabriel called upon Tanzanians to use home made 
products because they are cheap and last longer at the same 
time calling upon the producers to produce quality products 
to find reliable markets.

The PS said there is need for some changes in the sylla-
buses for creation of more experts in the industry who will 
assist farmers to produce better products.

According to Prof Gabriel, for the hides sector to contrib-
ute fully to the economy, there is need for proper administra-
tion including producing the best breeds which will produce 
best hides.

“Our ministry does not only deal with an already born ani-
mals which is awaiting slaughter, we deal also deal with the 
nursery itself so that the animal coming out is of high qual-
ity,” he said.

In his remarks, the Secretary General for Hides Stakehold-
ers Association, Joram Wakali said the sector faces various 
challenges saying foe along time it has been working on its 
on to address them.

With Africa’s third largest livestock population, Tanzania 
has the potential to become the main exporter of leather 
products if conducive business environment is created to at-
tract significant investments.

Low investments in value addition in the leather industry 
have been denying the nation earnings where around 90 per 
cent of exports in the sector are raw hides and skin.

Govt to boost 
hides sector for 
quality animal 
products

By Henry Mwangonde

AIR transport between Dar es Salaam and Dodoma is now 
more competitive after a chartered airline—Coastal Aviation 
commenced daily flights on Tuesday.

Passenger using the route are now divided on the choice, 
and rules of demand and supply are likely to lower ticket 
prices after the launch of new flights on Tuesday in the route 
that was being served by two airlines—the Air Tanzania and 
PrecisionAir.

With its new Cessna aircraft, Coastal Aviation will be fly-
ing daily from Dar es Salaam to Dodoma as follows: Dar for 
Dodoma at 06:55am Dodoma for Dar es Salaam at 09:50am 
and on the same day departs Dar for Dodoma at 14:15hrs and 
departs Dodoma for Dar es Salaam at 1600hrs.

According to Shaf Syed, the managing director for Coastal 
Aviation said the plan is to establish an East African Safari 
craft whereby in June the company will launch  new route 
from northern Mozambique  to Pemba then Dar es Salaam.

“We want to take tourists across the region to all important 
destinations where they can easily visit our attractions hence 
contribute to the economic development of the country be-
cause when we land somewhere, our passengers will need 
services such as hotels, water and many others,” he told this 
paper during an inaugural route in Dodoma on Tuesday.

Currently the company flies daily to all essential tour-
ist destinations in Tanzania and neighbouring East African 
countries, thanks to a wide network of interconnecting 
flights.

Syed said the company also keeps safety as a key compo-
nent towards ensuring that services are provided at the best 
quality.

He added that currently there are plans to establish the 
Serengeti Air Operators (SAO) an association aimed at creat-
ing the best way to manage the uncontrolled Serengeti air-
space.

The association involves all air companies operating in the 
Serengeti. The company has 28 aircrafts.

Coastal Aviation is a charter airline that has operated East 
African flying safaris out of Dar es Salaam   since 1987.

Coastal Aviation becomes the third airline to launch the 
Dodoma route after the Air Tanzania Limited (ATCL)  and 
Precision Air which launched its route in 2017 and last 
month respectively.

The Ministry for Works, Transport and Communication 
embarked on an expansion plan of Dodoma airport follow-
ing the decision by the government to officially move to 
Dodoma from Dar es Salaam to allow the newly purchased 
flights land and take off at the airport.

Coastal Aviation 
begins daily flights 
from Dar-Dom route

Dar es Salaam Special Police Zone Commander Lazaro Mambosasa (L)  receives  motorcycle helmet from NBC Ltd managing director, Theobald Sabi at a function  whereby  NBC donated 
seven new motorcycles to be awarded to junior police officers who had excelled or went beyond the call of duty. The ceremony was held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent  

Our ministry does not only deal with 
an already born animals which is 
awaiting slaughter, we deal also deal 
with the nursery itself so that the 
animal coming out is of high quality
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By Beatrice Philemon

THE Indian High Commission to 
Tanzania is set to organise a special 
tour to take some local cultural groups 
to India, a move which is aimed to 
foster and strengthen cultural relations 
between the two countries.

According to the India High 
Commission to Tanzania, Sandeep 
Arya, the tour which is scheduled 
for September/October this year, will 
among others, give the cultural groups  
the opportunity to learn, promote and 
exchange cultural norms.

He said   on Tuesday in Dar es Salaam 
during the occasion to celebrate 70th 
anniversary of the Indian Council of 
Cultural Relations (ICCR) Day.

He said that cultural exchanges 
between Tanzania and India will help 
cultural groups to be  well-known for 
what they offer, share experiences on 
what they do  and learn from their 
counterparts thus strengthening the 
friendship between the two countries.

“While in India Tanzanian delegation 
will get a chance to perform and 
showcase Tanzanian culture and music 
so that more Indians can be aware on 
what Tanzania has to offer in- terms 
of cultural heritages as well as explore 
and learn Indian culture, music, art, 
people’s life and how Indians dance,” 
he said.

The higher commissioner further 
said     about five groups from India will 
also come to Tanzania for a cultural 
tour.

While in Tanzania we will take them 
to different cities in Zanzibar, Arusha, 
Mwanza, Dodoma and other cities to 
perform.

“Today is the celebration of the 70th 
Foundation day of the ICCR which 
spearheads our cultural engagement 
with the outside world. This includes 
educational scholarships in India, 
cultural exchanges, cooperation with 
universities and learning facilities of 
Indian music, language and heritage 
like Yoga abroad,” Arya added.

He said on educational scholarships, 
so far a total of 400 students from 
Tanzania had   benefited from the 
educational scholarships under ICCR 
Foundation to study in various Indian 
universities and institutes.

Also every year, 24 students from 
Tanzania go to India for Bachelors, 

Masters and PhD  programmes under 
the  ICCR Foundation.

Highlighting on ICCR, the high 
commissioner said the ICCR was 
founded on April 9th in 1950, to 
promote and develop India’s relations 
with other countries in the field of 
culture.

“April 9th is therefore celebrated as 
ICCR Foundation Day and currently 
there are 36 cultural centres all over 
the world working under the ICCR, 
Ministry of External Affairs in close 
association with the Indian embassies 
and high commissions,” he noted

The ICCR participates in the 
formulation and implementation of 
policies and programmes relating 
to India’s external cultural relations; 
foster and strengthen cultural ties and 
mutual understanding between India 
and other countries.

ICCR also support engagement 
and exchanges between educational 
institutions and in Tanzania, a couple 
of exchanges have been held with the 
University of Dar es Salaam.

In his remarks, the Head of the 
Department of Creative Arts, at the 
University of Dar es salaam Dr. Kedmon 
Mapana expressed his gratitude to the 
High Commissioner of India for giving 
him the opportunity to be one of the 
global participants at Kumbh Mela but 
also to meet with the Prime minister of 
India, Narendra Modi.

Kumbh Mela or Kumbha Mela is 
a mass Hindu pilgrimage of faith in 
which Hindus gather to bathe in a 
sacred or holy river. Traditionally, 
four fairs are widely recognized as the 
Kumbh Melas: the Prayagraj Kumbh 
Mela, Haridwar Kumbh Mela, the 
Nashik-Trimbakeshwar Simhastha, and 
Ujjain Simhastha.

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE government has released 
750m/- to refurbish agro-engineering 
workshops at the Morogoro-based 
Sokoine University of Agriculture 
(SUA).

The is part of the government’s 
move to honour the late former Prime 
Minister Edward Moringe Sokoine. The 
late PM died on 12 April 1984 at the age 
of 45 in Morogoro when his car collided 
with another vehicle on the road from 
Dodoma to Dar es Salaam.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry 

of Education, Science and Technology, 
Dr Leonard Akwilapo said   when 
he was speaking at the launch of 
Sokoine Memorial Week held at SUA in 
Morogoro.

Dr Akwilapo said that the move is 
meant to make the state-owned facility 
produce well-trained agricultural 
experts, who can contribute to the 
country’s industrialisation agenda.

He said the idea is to transform the 
engineering workshop into modern 
one for the better outputs.

He described SUA as key in scaling 
up livestock and fisheries sectors 

in the country. It is responsible for 
ensuring that farmers are trained on 
modern agronomic practices to boost 
productivity.

Currently, Dr Akwilapo said 
agriculture sector contributes only 3.3 
per cent of the country’s GDP and   the 
government’s aim is to reach 4 per cent 
by 2020.

For his part, SUA Vice Chancellor, 
Prof Raphael Chibunda,said the 
institution has been preparing Sokoine 
Memorial week since 1992 “and this 
is  the 16th event, which is aimed at 
improving productivity in farming and 

industries.”
Sokoine University of Agriculture 

(SUA) was established on 1st July 1984 
and was named so in honor of the 
former Prime Minister of the United 
Republic of Tanzania, the late Sokoine 
who passed away on 12th April  in the 
same year.

Sokoine had   developmental 
conceptions of the villages. Sokoine 
saw the villages as a harbinger of self-
reliant, national development and 
the peasants as an agency of change. 
He was a person of unimpeachable 
personal integrity.

Tanzania and India all out to
strengthen cultural relations

By Correspondent Felix Andrew

A crackdown to nab substandard 
Ethernet data cable has been launched 
in Dar es Salaam after a test results 
which showed most of them do not 
have required materials.

Ethernet is the technology that is 
most commonly used in wired local 
area networks (LANs). A LAN is a 
network of computers and other 
electronic devices that covers a small 
area such as a room, office, or building.

Speaking yesterday in Dar es 
Salaam   inspector of Tanzania 
Bureau of Standards, Emmanuel 
Simon, said samples taken from some 
stores in Kariakoo area proved to be 
substandard.

“We took some samples  for quality 
tests in our laboratory, where it was 
found that 92 per cent of the said cables 
did not meet the  required standards”, 
he said.

He said most of the substandard 
cables which are used in internet 
connections  contain high amount of 
aluminium instead of pure copper and 
they have poor conductors resistance.

Emmanuel said the cables  were 
taken allegedly  from  two shops 
namely Bret Computers and IT View 
Computers along Congo Street  with 
the city centre.

“We have seized 13 pieces of the said 
cables and gave owners notice of 14 
days to give  more  information about 
the saga, he said.

He noted that if they would fail to 

give enough information within the 
specified time  ,the Bureau would 
take stern legal measures including to 
destroy the confiscated goods.

According to him  a  piece of the 
said cable is sold at between 120,000/-  
and 130,000 while the actual price for 
genuine one is  between 350,000/- and 
400,000/- per piece.

He  urged all traders who intend to 
import goods to abide by requirements 
of Pre-shipment Verification of 
Conformity to Standards (PVoC).

PVoC helps exporters and importers 
swift customs clearance with the 
appropriate Certificate of Conformity 
(CoC)

He said the inspection of the quality 
of goods outside Tanzania is done by 
international agencies   all over the 
world urging traders to contact them.

According to him, the said cables 
could have had poor performance  to 
customers if they were allowed to enter 
the local markets.

“We are determined to ensure that 
consumers at the end of the day get 
quality and standard goods which 
are worth value for their money,” he 
said.

The Standards Act No. 2 of 2009 
states clearly that TBS is mandated to 
promote standards, and in doing so it 
cannot compromise quality. 

Speaking  one trader identified as 
Awale Salum  said more education  
awareness forums  were needed to 
educate them on how to recognise 
substandard products.

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Deputy Minister, President 
office-Public service and Good 
Governance Dr Mary Mwanjelwa 
has called on graduates at Uongozi 
Institute to shun corruption and other 
related offences in line with the anti-
corruption mantra of the government.

Mwanjelwa said on Tuesday in Dar es 
Salaam  during the second graduation  
ceremony to confer post graduate 
Diplomas in leadership to 35 students  
of Uongozi institute.

She said by shunning corruption 
they would lay a good foundation in 
their  work performances to the public.

According to her, workers need 
to work diligently and be honest to 

avoid tainting their reputation and 
hence be able to deliver excellent 
services.

“I call on all of you to work hard 
to serve our people and entire 
government for the benefit of majority 
of Tanzaninas. While performing your 
duties avoid corruption,” she said.

She called on the public and private 
employers to ensure they set aside 
funds to train its staffs to   deliver 
quality services.

The Uongozi Institute CEO Prof 
Joseph Semboja said “We are pleased to 
note that 97 per cent of the participants, 
who joined the programme in April, 
2018  will graduate today”.

“This has been an intensive and 
challenging programme, and the 

discipline and commitment they have 
shown is a true testimony of their 
leadership capacities”.

The second cohort of participants 
comprises  senior leaders from various 
ministries and public agencies of 
Tanzania

Launched in 2017, the programme is 
jointly offered by UONGOZI Institute 
and Aalto University Executive 
Education of Finland.

The one-year programme aims to 
develop leadership competencies in 
three areas; making strategic choices, 
leading people and other resources 
and excelling in personal leadership 
qualities.

For his part, the Mwanza Regional 
Commissioner who was among the 

graduates said, “Understanding 
leadership is utterly important. In my 
view, anyone can be a leader but not all 
can be effective leaders”.

“Effective leaders must exhibit 
specific skills and attributes to achieve 
sustainable results. This programme 
has challenged our efficiency, 
particularly in developing innovative 
and sustainable solutions, and building 
winning teams,”.

The ceremony was also attended by 
35 participants from the third cohort of 
the programme, scheduled to begin in 
April, 2019.

 The cohort includes senior leaders 
from the public, private and Civil 
Society Organizations within the 
country.

Govt counsels Uongozi Institute graduates to shun corruption

Dar launches 
crackdown
on substandard 
Ethernet cables 

Project Concern International Consultant Lindsay Harnish (R) talks about the training offered by PCI to empower women in economics. The event was held in     
Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Airtel Tanzania Director of Marketing Isaack Nchunda (L) displays a new and affordable smartphone model itel P33 during the launch yesterday in Dar es Salaam. 
The new smartphone model itel P33 comes with a free 60GB valid for six months and is in partnership between Airtel and  itel Mobile and will be available at all 
Airtel shops and open markets as from today. Centre is itel Mobile public relations manager Eric Mkomoye and Airtel public relations manager Jackson Mmbando. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Govt sets aside 750m/- to refurbish 
SUA agro-engineering workshops

April 9th is therefore 
celebrated as ICCR Foun-
dation Day and currently 
there are 36 cultural 
centres all over the world 
working under the ICCR, 
Ministry of External Af-
fairs in close association 
with the Indian embassies 
and high commissions
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Deputy Speaker Dr. Tulia Ackson talks with head of Uganda Parliament delegation who is Chief Whip Ssemujju Ibrahim in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Parliament

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

FOREIGN Affairs Minister, East Africa, Regional and Inter-
national Cooperation Prof Palamagamba Kabudi yesterday 
held talks with Bharti Airtel’s top management in the com-
pany of director of legal affairs, Mukesh Bhavnani   and Airtel 
Tanzania managing director, Sunil Colaso together with the 
company’s director of communications, Beatrice Singano. 

In the meeting, the management of Airtel has assured 
minister Kabudi that Bharti Airtel will continue being a good 
partner of the government and that the company will con-
tinue expanding its services    countrywide. 

In addition, Airtel will make sure that services are cheap 
and reachable by ordinary citizens with a view to extending 
services to rural areas as part of efforts to bring about eco-
nomic development in   remote areas.

On his part, Prof Kabudi thanked Bharti Airtel’s top man-
agement for paying him a courtesy call while assuring the 
company of a firm commitment partnership with the gov-
ernment adding that the state will continue discussing and 
advising on best ways of the partnership.

“We want a strong partnership so as to make sure that ser-
vices offered are of good quality and   and take the services 
to the  rural areas of country at cheap rates with an aim of 
meeting the needs of Tanzanians,” Prof Kabudi noted.

Meanwhile, Airtel Tanzania has yet again entered into a 
partnership with itel Mobile to unveil its newest smartphone 
model itel P33. The itel P33 comes with a free 60GB valid for 
six months and will be available at all Airtel shops and open 
markets as from today.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam yesterday, Airtel Public Rela-
tions Manager Jackson Mmbando said, “Airtel Tanzania is 
happy to enter into yet another important partnership with 
itel mobile to launch its latest affordable smartphone (itel 
P33). Our customers’ needs and purchasing remains our key 
consideration whenever we decided to come up with new 
product in the market.”

Mmbando added that the new handset targets middle in-
come earners who are a very important segment to the com-
pany. “We are the smartphone network and with the stable 
state of the art network coverage, we are certain our custom-
ers across the country will have the best experience using 
our services.”

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

THE rise of an urban middle class across much of Africa 
is stoking demand for food that could curb hunger and cut 
poverty in rural outposts, a U.S.-based think tank has said.

The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) 
said rural communities were in “a state of crisis”, with high 
poverty rates and poor services driving hunger and malnu-
trition.

One in five people, or more than 256 million, are hungry 
in Africa, according to the latest figures from the United Na-
tions Food and Agriculture Organization.

But there are opportunities too, the IFPRI said in its annual 
report.

In Africa, a growing middle class with higher purchasing 
power is fuelling a spike in demand for food - and with an in-
teresting twist, said Ousmane Badiane, IFPRI Africa director.

“They are not just asking for imported food, wine and 
cheese but to have traditional staple on the tables. But they 
don’t want to eat them the traditional way,” he told the Thom-
son Reuters Foundation by phone from Dakar, Senegal.

This has given birth to a large number of small agribusi-
nesses that process, package and distribute such foods, cre-
ating jobs and opportunities for small farmers, he added.

In Senegal, new processing technologies led to a growth in 
ready-to-cook and ready-to-eat millet products and reversed 
years of low and declining consumption of the healthy, glu-
ten-free grain, said the report.

Similarly, domestic brands of processed local dairy and 
grain products now have a significant presence in Ghana, 
Mali and Tanzania, it added.

This sector is likely to grow further, with projections that 
most traditional staples such as millet and cassava would be 
consumed in processed form within 20 years, Badiane said.

The African Continental Free Trade Agreement, expected 
to come info force in 2019, would also help, he said, by allow-
ing farmers and businesses to tap into a market of 1.2 billion 
people across 55 countries.

Turning opportunity into reality needs technology and fi-
nancing that would let locals innovate and compete, he said.

There should also be investment in rural areas and access 
to energy and telecommunications, he added.

Nearly half the world’s population live in rural areas but 
represent 70 percent of the extremely poor, according to IF-
PRI. 

Urban middle class may 
offer lifeline to rural Africa

Government 
and Bharti 
Airtel hail 
partnership

We want a strong partnership 
so as to make sure that services 
offered are of good quality and   
and take the services to the  rural 
areas of country at cheap rates 
with an aim of meeting the needs 
of Tanzanians
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

T
HE natural environment 
encompasses all living and 
non-living things occurring 
naturally, meaning in this 

case not artificial. The term is most often 
applied to the Earth or some parts of 
Earth. This environment encompasses 
the interaction of all living species, 
climate, weather and natural resources 
that affect human survival and economic 
activity.  

In contrast to the natural environment 
is the built environment. In such 
areas where man has fundamentally 
transformed landscapes such as urban 
settings and agricultural land conversion, 
the natural environment is greatly 
modified into a simplified human 
environment. Even acts which seem less 
extreme, such as building a mud hut 
or a photovoltaic system in the desert, 
the modified environment becomes an 
artificial one. Though many animals build 
things to provide a better environment 
for themselves, they are not human, 
hence beaver dams, and the works of 
mound-building termites, are thought of 
as natural. 

People seldom find absolutely natural 
environments on Earth, and naturalness 
usually varies in a continuum, from 100 
per cent natural in one extreme to 0 per 
cent natural in the other. More precisely, 
we can consider the different aspects or 
components of an environment, and see 
that their degree of naturalness is not 
uniform.  If, for instance, in an agricultural 
field, the mineralogic composition and 
the structure of its soil are similar to those 
of an undisturbed forest soil, but the 
structure is quite different. 

Natural environment is often used as a 
synonym for habitat. For instance, when 
we say that the natural environment of 
giraffes is the savanna.

Late last year the World Wide Fund 
for Nature released their Living Planet 
Report for 2018. WWF’s estimates were 
stark: populations of mammals, birds, 
fish, reptiles, and amphibians have, on 
average, declined by 60 per cent between 

1970 and 2014.
The Earth is estimated to have lost 

about half of its shallow water corals in 
the past 30 years. A fifth of the Amazon 
has disappeared in just 50 years, and 2018 
marked the worst level of deforestation in 
history.

This is a tragedy for nature. And 
an unfolding tragedy for humanity: 
the destruction of the environment is 
threatening the planet’s life support 
systems that we all rely on every day for 
our air, water and food.

The impact on people’s lives is already 
apparent with 3.6 billion people facing 
water scarcity at least one month a year, 
and 3.1 billion people drinking water with 
a risk of contamination.

The 2019 Global Risks Report from the 
World Economic Forum identified “Major 
biodiversity loss and ecosystem collapse 
(terrestrial or marine)” as both one of 
the most likely and most serious global 
risks with “irreversible consequences for 
the environment, resulting in severely 
depleted resources for humankind as 
well as industries.”

Fortunately, there is already a good deal 
of work underway to develop “nature-
based solutions” that harness the power 
of nature to tackle social and economic 
challenges.

UNDP has been working around the 
world with partners to trial these ideas 
and many have significant implications 
for human development work. 
Environmental concerns often hit the 
poorest the hardest.

Not only are poor communities most 
vulnerable to crop failure or flooding, 
because of climate change for example, 
but they are also less resilient – or unable 
to recover from – such natural disasters.

Moreover, protecting nature is of critical 
concern to those who care about equity 
between generations, and it is clear from 
the data that the challenges faced by the 
current generation dwarf in comparison 
to those that the next generation will 
face if most environmental indicators 
continue their current trajectory.

The destruction of the environment:
 An unfolding tragedy for humanity

Lack of anti-dumping mechanisms cause      
of world’s food scarcity and malnutrition

F
OOD security is a measure of 
the availability of food and 
individuals’ accessibility to it, 
where accessibility includes 

affordability. There is evidence of food 
security being a concern over 10,000 
years ago, with central authorities in 
ancient China and ancient Egypt being 
known to release food from storage in 
times of famine. At the 1974 World Food 
Conference the term ‘food security’ 
was defined with an emphasis on 
supply. Food security, they said, is the 
‘availability at all times of adequate, 
nourishing, diverse, balanced and 
moderate world food supplies of basic 
foodstuffs to sustain a steady expansion 
of food consumption and to offset 
fluctuations in production and prices’. 
Later definitions added demand and 
access issues to the definition. The final 
report of the 1996 World Food Summit 
states that food security ‘exists when all 
people, at all times, have physical and 
economic access to sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food to meet their dietary 
needs and food preferences for an 
active and healthy life’.  

Household food security exists when 
all members, at all times, have access to 
enough food for an active, healthy life.  
Individuals who are food secure do 
not live in hunger or fear of starvation.  
Food insecurity, on the other hand, 
is a situation of ‘limited or uncertain 
availability of nutritionally adequate 
and safe foods or limited or uncertain 
ability to acquire acceptable foods in 
socially acceptable ways’, according 
to the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA). Food security 
incorporates a measure of resilience 
to future disruption or unavailability of 
critical food supply due to various risk 
factors including droughts, shipping 
disruptions, fuel shortages, economic 
instability, and wars. In the years 2011–
2013, an estimated 842 million people 
were suffering from chronic hunger.  
The Food and Agriculture Organisation 

of the United Nations, or FAO, identified 
the four pillars of food security as 
availability, access, utilisation, and 
stability. The United Nations (UN) 
recognised the Right to Food in the 
Declaration of Human Rights in 1948, 
and has since noted that it is vital for 
the enjoyment of all other rights.  

The 1996 World Summit on Food 
Security declared that ‘food should not 
be used as an instrument for political 
and economic pressure’.  According 
to the International Centre for Trade 
and Sustainable Development, failed 
agriculture market regulation and the 
lack of anti-dumping mechanisms 
cause much of the world’s food scarcity 
and malnutrition. 

In the same vein, the Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO), World 
Food Programme (WFP) and EU ‘Global 
Report on Food Crises 2019’, shows that 
the number going chronically-hungry 
has remained well over 100 million 
over the past three years, with the 
number of countries affected, rising.

According to the report, nearly two-
thirds of those facing acute hunger come 
from just eight countries: Afghanistan, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ethiopia, Nigeria, South Sudan, Sudan, 
Syria and Yemen. And although there 
were 11 million fewer people believed 
to be in food crisis in 2018 compared 
with 2017, in 17 countries, acute hunger 
either remained the same or increased, 
the report indicates.

Moreover, an additional 143 million 
people in another 42 countries are 
just one step away from acute hunger. 
Climate and natural disasters pushed 
another 29 million people into acute 
food insecurity in 2018, says the 
report, and that number excludes 13 
countries - including North Korea and 
Venezuela - because of data gaps.From 
2014 to 2020, the EU will have provided 
nearly €9 billion for initiatives on food 
and nutrition security and sustainable 
agriculture in over 60 countries.

By Sifelani Tsiko

A
S Zimbabwe celebrates its 
39th year of Independence, 
as Africans we have either 
chosen to ignore or have 

been brainwashed to forget the terrible 
things white Rhodesians did to our 
own freedom fighters in the 16-year 
protracted armed war of liberation.

We have chosen to roam around, 
like one writer says: “Roam around the 
world like a tortoise without a shell. He 
has no backbone. Zero identity. Thus 
no race respects him.”

We have come to hate ourselves so 
much that we despise our African roots, 
our history and the difficult journey we 
walked to attain our freedom.

As black Zimbabweans, we now pin 
our hopes and life on white America 
and Europe, forgetting the terrible 
things whites did to us as blacks.

One of the worst and darkest episodes 
of our history that is least talked about 
or that Western countries do not 
want to talk about is the chemical and 
biological warfare programme which 
was used to maintain the minority 
white settler regime.

Rhodesian agents and some medical 
doctors and researchers breached 
medical ethics and engaged in the 
apartheid government’s chemical and 
biological warfare (CBW) programme.

Books and archival materials are 
now exposing how white Rhodesians 
used the CBW to try and maintain 
white minority rule.

The books and archived materials 
are rarely found in local libraries or 
even in online platforms in an attempt 
to keep this away from blacks.

Even if it’s there, as Africans, we 
still lack a reading culture to learn 
our history and understand the cruel 
and inhuman strategies which were 
employed by the Rhodesian agents to 
eliminate Zanla and Zipra guerrillas 
fighting the white minority government 
of Ian Smith.

One book titled: “Dirty war: Rhodesia 
and Chemical-Biological Warfare 1975-
1980,” by Glenn Cross, published in 
2017 sheds some useful insights into the 
cruel and barbaric methods employed 
by the Rhodesian agents.

Glenn Cross, a US government CBW 
expert argues that in its attempt to 
defend white rule, Rhodesian white 
settler agents killed 1 000 to 2 500 
people with CBWs, including hundreds 
or more in Mozambique.

“The first use of CBW was before 
Mozambican independence. In 1973, 
the Rhodesian army began to poison 
wells in Gaza and Tete with cholera 
(vibrio cholerae), in part to force 
guerrillas moving over the border to 
take other routes where they could be 
more easily shot.

“The water supply of a Frelimo 

garrison in Malvernia, Gaza, was 
contaminated by cholera in 1975 and 
an estimated 200 people died. Water 
for a village in Tete was contaminated 
in 1976, perhaps killing hundreds,” he 
writes in his book.

“From 1976, Rhodesia moved on to 
chemical poisons, used to contaminate 
clothing, food, beverages and 
medicines.

“These were based on chemicals 
readily available in Rhodesia. 
Most important was parathion, an 
organophosphate insecticide applied 
to cotton, rice and fruit. For humans, 
it disrupts the nervous system and 
is absorbed via skin and mucous 
membranes.

“Preparation was rudimentary. 
Liquid parathion was spread on steel 
roofing sheets to dry in the sun, to 
eliminate the smell. The flakes were 
pounded into powder in a mortar with 
a pestle. The powder was brushed on 
underpants and t-shirts, or they were 
put into a tank to soak in a poison 
liquid.

“The other important poison was 
thallium, used as rat poison and thus 
locally available. Thallium was spread 
on maize meal and injected into cans 
of meat and beverages.”

Because the guerrillas were being 
supplied by local people inside 
Rhodesia and in Mozambique, Cross 
says the Rhodesian Special Branch 
tried to poison supplies that were being 
left for or sent to guerrillas by finding 
caches and substituting poisoned 
goods or by corrupting the contact 
men doing the supplying.

“This system leaked, so poisonings 
were reported at local hospitals, for 
example of men who had bought 
poisoned underwear,” he writes.

The evidence that is emerging from 
documents by retired white Rhodesian 
and South African agents, their 
military memos, personal photos and 
personal recollections is shocking and 
uncovers the true extent of the covert 
CBW weapons programme that used 
human experiments, massive plots to 
murder blacks using poisoned beer 
and anthrax, assassinations attempts 
through poisoned clothes, tampered 
tools and exploding letters.

As black Africans, we have failed to 
understand the gravity of the CBW 
programme which still presents itself 
today in the form of the deadly cholera 
outbreaks which have killed thousands 
of people in the post-independence 
era.

Rhodesian agents also used anthrax 
to wipe out thousands of cattle -- store 
of wealth for the majority black people 
in most communal areas as they 
sought to stop supplies by the people 
to guerrilla fighters.

Due to the pressing economic 
hardships, a combination of a poor 

reading culture and sheer ignorance, 
we have been discouraged to speak out 
against the inhumanity of the white 
Rhodesian CBW programme.

“During raids on guerrilla bases, 
poisoned food and medicine would be 
left.

Warfarin, another rat poison, was 
put into food in Zanla camps in Sofala 
Province in 1977 and 1978, with some 
deaths,” a defence and security analyst 
wrote.

“From 1975, the CBW team used 
Selous Scouts bases at Mt Darwin and 
Bindura.

“Testing to determine the lethal 
dose of various poisons was done on 
captured guerrillas and supporters 
held at these bases, and bodies were 
dumped in a nearby mine. The testing, 
for example, showed that parathion 
had to be mixed with dimethyl sulfoxide 
(DMSO) to increase absorption and 
lethality.

“The CBW programme had links to a 
similar one in apartheid South Africa at 
the same time, and CBW experts report 
that South Africa was the conduit for 
up to $1 million per month of money 
from Saudi Arabia to the Rhodesian 
CIO.”

Cross estimates that CBWs caused 15 
percent of insurgent deaths, and notes 
“that rate of loss due to CBW use would 
be unprecedented in the history of 
warfare.”

Security and defence researchers 
say the 1978-1979 anthrax outbreak by 
Rhodesian agents killed hundreds of 
thousands of cattle belonging to the 
black community.

They also say it caused considerable 
illness in the black population.

Even though correct figures where 
difficult to calculate, experts indicate 
that the outbreak affected more than 
11 000 people, including an estimated 
200 who died.

Sources interviewed by Cross 
indicate that the outbreak resulting 
from the intentional introduction of 
anthrax into “native areas” (communal 
areas) was made ostensibly to infect 
cattle and deprive insurgents of a 
source of food.

Soon after Independence, Rhodesian 
intelligence agents made every effort 
to destroy records and strategies 
that were employed under the CBW 
programme.

They wanted to make it impossible 
for the new Government in 1980 and 
researchers in the post-independence 
period to determine the complexity 
of the CBW programme and more 
importantly the responsibility of it.

Western foreign intelligence 
organisations have professed 
ignorance, but Zanla and Zipra war 
veterans still maintain that CIA 
and British operatives pretty much 
supported the Rhodesian chemical 

and biological warfare activities, albeit 
clandestinely.

But recent memoirs by former 
Rhodesian agents and declassified US 
and British government documents 
now highlight how Rhodesian and 
apartheid South Africa agents maimed 
and killed thousands of blacks in the 
fight against colonialism.

“Many of the victims’ stories remain 
silent, killed with their unidentified 
bodies destroyed without a trace.

“Among the victims were at least 
200 members of Namibia’s liberation 
movement SWAPO (South West 
Africa People’s Organisation), killed 
by lethal injection between 1979 and 
1988. Several members of Renamo, 
Mozambique’s rebel movement, were 
also killed by lethal injection in 1983.

“Some, like the senior ANC’ leaders 
Pallo Jordan and Ronnie Kasrils, lived 
to tell the tale when assassinations 
by poisoned umbrellas and then a 
‘modified’ screwdriver, failed,” wrote 
Lynsey Chutel in 2016, in an article 
titled: “Decades later, apartheid South 
Africa’s chemical and biological 
weapons programme is still hidden.”

The Zimbabwe African National 
Union (ZANU) led by Robert Mugabe 
and operating from Mozambique and 
the Zimbabwe African People’s Union 
(ZAPU) led by Joshua Nkomo and 
operating from Zambia led the armed 
struggle against the Smith regime.

The 16-year protracted armed 
struggle claimed the lives of more than 
20 000 people, other war veterans put 
the figure at up to 40 000 -- all war-
related deaths.

Losses in the Rhodesian security 
forces were put at 1 120 dead, while 
some 500 white civilians were killed by 
guerrillas, including 107 passengers in 
two Air Rhodesia airliners shot down 
by Zipra fighters.

All this point to the need for 
further research in understanding 
the Rhodesian CBW programme and 
its linkages to the current debate on 
the origins of Aids and the deepening 
problem of anthrax and cholera in 
Zimbabwe.

James Baldwin once said: “History 
is not about the past. It’s about the 
present.

“We take it with us, we cannot escape 
our history . . . It is through this prism of 
our history that we see the world.

“What was done in the past and the 
present affects us now whether directly 
or indirectly.”

His message is quite instructive 
and calls on all Africans to firmly 
understand their history - the 
injustices perpetrated against them 
as well their current predicament 
characterised by self-hate, poor 
understanding of their history and 
the common enemy against Africa’s 
interest and agenda.

Uncovering Rhodesian chemical war crimes
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P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari has called on 
world leaders to come 
up with proposals to 
create a digital world 

that is accessible, inclusive and 
safe to all.

According to a statement by 
the President’s spokesman, Mr 
Femi Adesina, in Abuja, President 
Buhari gave the challenge in 
his keynote speech at the 2019 
Annual Investment Meeting (AIM) 
in Dubai on Monday.

President Buhari said a certain 
level of regulation was needed 
to preserve the integrity of the 
digital economy.

The theme of the summit is: 
“Mapping the Future of Foreign 
Direct Investment: Enriching 
World Economies through Digital 
Globalisation.”

While acknowledging 
that digital globalisation is 
transforming the world almost 
every day with innovations and 
transformative ideas, the Nigerian 
leader cautioned that the cyber 
world would remain a constant 
threat if left unregulated.

The president decried the use of the 
cyberspace to manipulate elections, 
subvert the democratic rights of 
citizens as well as propagate violence.

He also lamented over the steady 
rise in fake news and cybercrimes, 
particularly when platforms were 
hijacked and manipulated by criminals.

President Buhari, therefore, called 
for collective efforts led by both 
public and private sector leaders to 
address the emerging threats of digital 
globalisation.

“Today, we have a cyber-world that 
is intangible but real. This borderless 
world is powerful, and it impacts the 
lives of billions of people, no matter 
how remote their physical locations 
are.

“People work in it. People socialise 
in it. And people invest in it. This 
presents enormous opportunities. But 
it also remains a constant threat if left 
unregulated.

“On the one hand, it has made the 

human race more productive and 
more efficient. Today, we have digital 
banking, virtual currencies and many 
social platforms that connect people 
and cultures.

“On the other hand, we have seen 
platforms hijacked and manipulated 
as evidenced by the steady rise in fake 
news and cybercrimes.

“More recently, we are also 
witnessing the use of the cyberspace 
to manipulate elections, subvert the 
democratic rights of citizens as well as 
propagate violence,” Buhari told the 
ninth edition of AIM, attended by world 
leaders in both the public and private 
sectors.

According to him, the digital world 
has become the new frontier for both 
good and evil.

He, therefore, maintained that the 
challenge for world leaders must be 
to ensure that “this space is inclusive, 
accessible and safe”.

The President used the occasion 
to reflect on the digital revolution in 

Muhammadu Bu-
hari, President of 
Nigeria.

Nigeria, buoyed by impressive 
statistics on mobile phone 
penetration, technology hubs 
and the advent of young 
entrepreneurs attracting 
investments of over 100 million 
dollars to the country.

He said: “In Nigeria, our mobile 
phone penetration exceeds 
eighty per cent. This means the 
majority of Nigeria’s one hundred 
and ninety million citizens are 
fully connected to this new digital 
world; especially our youth.

“Sixty-five per cent or one 
hundred and seventeen million 
Nigerians are under the age of 25 
years. These bright minds are the 
drivers of this emerging digital 
sector.

“Today, Nigeria has close to 
ninety technology hubs and every 
day, new ones are coming up and 
they are all developing solutions 
for Nigerian, and indeed global 
problems.

“Already, these young 
entrepreneurs have attracted 
investments of over one hundred 
million dollars. A sizeable amount 
from overseas including Silicon 
Valley.

“As many of you from this 
region are aware, Nigerian start-
ups always have a very impressive 
outing at the Gulf Information 
Technology Exhibition (GITEX). 
Many have won prizes.”

President Buhari told the 
investment summit that as 
leaders in the public and private 
sector it was their responsibility 
to create the enabling 
environment for young people 
to flourish and reach their full 
potential.

He shared the Nigerian 
experience:

“When we came in 2015, we 
immediately agreed that any 
future economic growth must be 
inclusive. As the Nigerian youth 
population is fully digitalised, it 
is clear that the idea of having 
an inclusive economy cannot 
be achieved without digital 
inclusion.”

The President announced that 
Nigeria was working on creating 
the largest digital database in 
Africa, with over 30 million 
Nigerians and legal residents 
already captured in the country’s 
digital identity system.

Also, the President highlighted 
that Nigeria’s public sector reform 
programmes, from procurement 
to payroll to revenue collections, 
focused on digitising key 
operations.

He said the recourse to 
technology and digitisation had 
reinforced the administration’s 
objectives of improving efficiency, 
accountability and transparency 
in governance.

On cybersecurity, the president 
said that Nigeria had taken the 
lead in cyber policing in West 
Africa, working with regional and 
global partners.(NAN)

Agencies

Buhari challenges world leaders on safe, inclusive digital world

Today, we have a cyber-
world that is intangible 
but real. This borderless 
world is powerful, and it 
impacts the lives of billions 
of people, no matter how 
remote their physical 
locations are.
People work in it. People 
socialise in it. And people 
invest in it. This presents 
enormous opportunities. 
But it also remains a 
constant threat if left 
unregulated

Representa-
tives said that 
civil society and 
concerned citizens 
worldwide have 
started to respond 
with “renewed 
determination” 
to the unprece-
dented challenges 
facing the world, 
and that this 
resolve will be in 
the spotlight dur-
ing International 
Civil Society Week 
(ICSW). Pictured 
here is a protest 
by France’s Gilets 
Jaunes (or Yellow 
Vests) from earlier 
this year. Credit: 
Olivier Ortelpa/
CC By 2.0

PARIS

A
mid rising attacks on 
rights campaigners, and 
mass protests in countries 
such as France and Serbia, 
civil society groups are 

urging governments to ensure the 
protection of “democratic values” 
and freedom of expression.

In Belgrade, some 850 human 
rights campaigners, civil society 
leaders and engaged citizens will 
meet Apr. 8 to 12 for the annual 
International Civil Society Week 
(ICSW) – a gathering co-hosted by 
the Johannesburg-based global civil 
society alliance CIVICUS and Serbian 
association Civic Initiatives, with the 
support of the Balkans Civil Society 
Development Network.

Under the theme, “The Power of 
Togetherness”, ICSW 2019 “seeks to 
generate deep conversations among 
civil society leaders, social justice 
advocates, development practition-
ers, members of the philanthropic 
community, diplomats and others on 
emerging global challenges and how 
civil society should be responding to 
these,” said Mandeep Tiwana, CIVI-
CUS’ chief programmes officer.

“Defence of democratic values, 
civic space and participation, along 
with citizen action, will be among the 
topics of discussion,” he told IPS in 
an email interview while en route to 
Belgrade.

“Our message to governments is 
that the right to peaceful protest 
is a basic human right enshrined 
in constitutional and international 
law. Governments have an inherent 
responsibility to enable the right to 
peaceful protest as an integral ele-
ment of the defence of democracy,” 
he added.

The ICSW meeting comes at a time 
when human-rights organisations, 
campaigners and media workers 
in many regions have experienced 
growing repression, including ar-

rests, beatings and killings that have 
shocked and outraged international 
observers.

“In country after country, democ-
racy is under attack, with populist 
and right-wing movements gaining 
ground and democratic regression 
being witnessed even in countries 
historically considered bastions of 
democracy,” CIVICUS says.

“Activists, journalists and people 
who speak out against growing 
restrictions are persecuted. A historic 
rise of populist leaders continues 
to erode fundamental freedoms, 
heightening political polarisation and 
sowing division,” the group adds.

Representatives said that civil 
society and concerned citizens 
worldwide have started to respond 
with “renewed determination” to the 
unprecedented challenges facing the 
world, and that this resolve will be 
in the spotlight during ICSW, which 
includes a large youth participation.

“This year’s event in Serbia comes 
at a critical and opportune time for 
civil society and the world’s citizens 
to realise the power of unified, col-
lective action to challenge a global 
trend that threatens our fundamental 
freedoms,” said Lysa John, CIVICUS’ 
Secretary General.

The discussions will take place 
against a backdrop of unrest in vari-
ous countries: massive public demon-
strations have been continuing in 
Serbia, for instance, while France’s 
Gilets Jaunes (or Yellow Vests) 
marched again on Apr. 6 in Paris and 
other cities for the 21st weekend in 
a row.

This latest French strife began last 
November in response to fuel price 
increases, and the demonstrators 
say they won’t give up until their 
demands are met for a restructuring 
of French society so that the “elite” 
aren’t always in charge.

During earlier marches, rights 
groups such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and Human Rights Watch 
criticised the French police for 
using “excessive force” and “heavy-
handed” crowd control and anti-riot 
measures.

But some protestors have also 
participated in violence, looting and 
the targeting of media professionals, 
as reporters covering the marches 
have come under attack.

Media workers, in fact, often find 
themselves between a rock and a 
hard place, caught amongst the se-
curity forces and protestors as they 
try to report on turbulent events. 
CIVICUS said that the role of the me-
dia and their relationship with civil 
society will be a key topic of discus-
sion at ICSW, alongside the focus on 
protecting rights campaigners.

“CIVICUS is working in several 
ways to stop attacks on members of 
the media and civil society activists 
targeted for exposing rights viola-
tions or speaking truth to power,” 
Tiwana said. 

“We engage with a broad range 
of civil society organisations that 
support press freedom using several 
approaches ranging from in-depth 
participatory research and analysis 
to raising awareness of attacks on the 
media, strategic coalition building, 
and directly engaging decision-mak-
ers at the national and international 
levels.”

He told IPS that joint efforts 
had contributed to the “release of 
journalists and the scrapping of 
repressive bills that restrict media 
freedoms” in some instance, while 
in others the efforts had “helped put 
serious  violations of media freedoms 
on the UN’s radar through its various 

Civil society leaders meet amid 
protests, attacks on rights

It is deeply concerning 
to see escalated 
threats to basic rights 
in these countries

human rights mechanisms”.
The choice of Serbia’s capital 

as the 2019 ICSW venue will 
draw attention to current 
protests and also recall the 
bloody recent history of the 
Balkans, highlighting the need 
for international vigilance in 
protecting rights, according to 
civil society groups.

“During the 1990s, au-
thoritarian regimes produced 
conflicts, severe human rights 
violations and genocide. Today, 
as we approach European 
Union membership, internal 
and international independent 
monitoring mechanisms show 
shrinking media freedoms, a 
lack of separation of power 
and rule of law, and deteriora-
tion of freedom of elections,” 
stated Maja Stojanovic, of Civic 

Initiatives.
“This region, and particu-

larly Serbia, demonstrates that 
changing laws, strategies or 
governments offers no guar-
antees – democracy does not 
exist if it is not built constantly. 
By hosting this year’s event in 
Belgrade, we will convene and 
send messages rooted in local 
circumstances and, in the same 
time, fully reflecting global 
challenges,” she said.

Ahead of the meeting, Serbia 
and four other countries 
have been added to a global 
watchlist of countries that 
have seen an “escalation in 
serious threats to fundamental 
freedoms in recent weeks and 
months”, according to CIVICUS 
Monitor, an online platform 
that tracks threats to civil soci-

ety across the world.
Citizens of all five countries 

(Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Sudan, and Venezuela are the 
others) are experiencing in-
creasing rights violations that 
“include killings, attacks on 
protesters, media restrictions 
and arbitrary detentions of hu-
man rights defenders”.

“It is deeply concerning to 
see escalated threats to basic 
rights in these countries,” said 
Marianna Belalba Barreto, 
CIVICUS’ Civic Space Research 
Lead.

“It is critical that these five 
governments wake up to their 
failure to respect international 
law and take swift action to 
respect their citizens’ most 
basic freedoms in a democratic 
society,” Belalba said. Agencies 
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How to go about if you are unemployed 
for a year or more

Y
ou might have resigned for 
personal reasons or got 
laid off when the company 
was merging efforts with 
another or maybe you got 

fired for some mistakes that cost the 
company milions of money.

Now it’s been a few months,a year 
or two since all that occurred and you 
have nothing serious lined up for you 
and no job placements in sight either.

Whichever reasons that might be the 
cause of your lengthy unemployment 
status,the question still remains:how 
do you handle all that and explain to a 
potential employee your whereabouts 
during that gap period?

 Pretty much how do you do so with-
out minimizing the chances of them 
offering you the job?

We are all aware that several gradu-
ates and other people who  had been 
employed before have undergone a 
period without employement for years 
and also their are some graduates who 
still attend to job duties outside their 
field of study for as well for as long as 
they can remember.

You should be honest but...take 
a pause and do something tangible 
for some time

It’s hard to explain when we have to 
lie about something, when we should 
have done something but didn’t do 
it. In situations like those, we try to 
make up stories and make ourselves 
miserable.

If you have tried something sincerely 
but didn’t work out, mention the same 
honestly. Even if they don’t believe 

it, you should not feel bad about it 
because you have honestly tried it.

If you have not done something 
worth mentioning in last 2 yrs, then 
I suggest you to take a pause for next 
6 months from your job search. Do 
something tangible — it could be a 
training, a free internship, a low paid 
job, an odd job whatever may be it, but 
something that you can say that you 
have done it. If you can explain your 
last 6 months, people may not bother 
too much about last 2 yrs. Even when 
someone wants to know, just laugh 
and say that you have wasted your 
time doing nothing significant.

Do anything but ...not every thing 
that comes your way

Get busy and do any legal activity 
that earns you a living and keep push-
ing to find a job.

Don’t shy away from jobs that the so-
ciety thinks are for unlearned people.

I have heard of alot of successful 
people tell of how they once took low 
paid jobs and still made to the top of 
their careers later.Jobs such as that of 
a barista are not mediocre if you know 
where you are headed after that and 
what you would like to achieve in life.

All in all,if you are still jobless it’s 
pretty clear that there was a mis-match 
between what you possess as skills and 
what your interviewers wanted. So 
various activities that you will do will 
have you acquiring various skills.

Learn a  different languages, get a 
job and not not just the job you desire 
like taking care of old people as a 
nursing maid for instance. Take an ad-
ditional course, if you can afford it etc.

Have a personal schedule and set 
goals as well

Make a schedule, and stick to it,have 
a weekly plan too.

Get out of bed early and have a plan 

   “If you spend the day sitting at your desk on the computer, you’ll feel better having showered and dressed”

already in mind,this helps you mini-
mise wasting precious time and doing 
unnecessary activities.

 If you spend the day sitting at your 
desk on the computer, you’ll feel 
better having showered and dressed. 
Keep a regular bedtime too - try not 
to go to bed in the wee hours of the 
morning. Assume a night schedule 
similar to what you’d keep if you were 
working.Plan out your day. If you 

don’t own a planner, you might want 
to invest in one. 

Allocate time in your day for ac-
tivities like applying to jobs, exercise, 
socialization, and networking.

Frankly speaking, the reality is 
this: If you’ve been unemployed for 
a long period of time,you’re going to 
face a steeper uphill climb than those 
who are currently employed or have 
recently become unemployed.

They assume your skills have begun 
to detoriarte or their is something 
about your character as a person 
or otherwise you might have taken 
another placement sooner after your 
previous one.

So as a job seeker don’t give in to 
that mentality but Instead prove them 
meeting by investing in your self,your 
abilities and skills and make it to the 
top.

By Felly Kimenyi and Marie Anne Dushimimana

It is a day she will never forget as long 
as she lives, she says. She is seated in 
the witness box, scared of the intimi-
dating environment she finds herself 
in - full of foreigners, none of whom 
could fathom or perhaps care what 
she went through during the Genocide 
against the Tutsi - but she is deter-
mined to see this to the end.

It is in the name of her daughter, 
her husband, her parents, brothers 
and sisters, among many of her family 
members, neighbours and friends who 
were killed by the same people she is 
about to testify against, as a witness.

Suddenly, after taking the oath, 
she sees a familiar face from group of 
lawyers, guns blazing, ready to defend 
their clients whose horrific acts she is 
here to testify about.

This is in 2003 and Rose Burizihiza, 
now 49, is at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, 
Tanzania as one of the prosecution 
witnesses in the infamous Butare Trial.

The case is no ordinary one for 
many reasons; it involves six people 
accused of being at the heart of the 
killings of hundreds of thousands of 
Tutsis in the former Butare Prefecture.

But, most importantly, she is here 
to testify to the crime of rape, which, 
five years back, the same tribunal had 
determined as an act of genocide and 
a crime against humanity, in a land-
mark ruling.

The suspects - now convicts - had as 
their leader, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko, 
who was the Minister in charge Family 
Promotion and hailed from Butare.

She superintended rape of women 
in the area among other horrific 
crimes against humanity.

Ironically, among the suspects was 
her own son, Arsene-Sharlom Ntaho-
bali.

“Suddenly, as I swing my eyes 
around the courtroom, I suddenly see 
a familiar face among the lawyers; it 
must be a dream, I tell myself, I looked 
again and I was shocked to see the 
man I knew so well among the killers,” 
she says.

He is not in the dock, where the rest 
of the Butare killers - his ilk - were, 
but among the lawyers, with stacks of 
papers on a desk before them.

“I cried out so loudly; that is Biroto! 
He is an Interahamwe and was among 
the militia leaders in Butare (currently 
part of Huye District and surrounding 
areas);” she narrates of the events 15 
years ago, as if it was yesterday.

The man she is referring to was Jo-
seph Nzabilinda, commonly known as 
Biroto, who worked with the defence 
team to defend his own accomplices.

She says that the officers at the court 
initially thought she was being hysteri-
cal; which was not unexpected in her 

circumstances, so they proposed an 
adjournment so she could compose 
herself before returning to the stand.

“I still insisted that I knew the man; I 
knew him so well and I was not ready 
to see him remain free, more so de-
fending his fellow killers,” she said.

When she stuck to her guns, she 
was asked to produce evidence, with 
court officials insisting that it should 
be a case of mistaken identity, because 
they knew the man in question as not 
Rwandan and could, therefore, not 
have been anywhere near the Butare 
massacres.

“I returned to Rwanda and, fortu-
nately, managed to get records of him 
from the local officials, then headed 
back to face him,” she says, with a 
sense of triumph.

Confronted with the hard facts, Nza-
bilinda decided to strike a plea bargain 
deal with prosecution at the same 
court, and was eventually handed a 
paltry seven-year sentence, which he 
has since served up.

Meanwhile, Nyiramasuhuko and her 
son Ntahobali are currently serving 
life sentence, which was upheld on 
appeal.

The witness
Burizihiza hails from Cyeru Cell, 

Mukura Sector in Huye District; the 
same area where convicted Prime 
Minister of the Genocidal regime, Jean 
Kambanda came from, which prob-
ably explains the viciousness of the 
massacres that took place in this area.

“It was not easy to survive here. 
Kambanda brought fuel to burn Tutsi 
households to set an example to other 
Hutus. Most of the survivors here are 
women who have been raped,” she 
said.

She would go on to testify against 
many other genocidaires at ICTR, and 
in other countries, including Canada, 
the United States and Europe.

This is besides the dozens of 
suspects convicted partly due to her 
testimonies during the Gacaca courts - 
a semi-traditional mechanism intro-
duced to try suspects of the Genocide.

Left to tell a story
Burizihiza attributes her promi-

nence in giving testimonies to one 
particular Interahamwe militia called 
Pascal Habyarimana, a former local 
leader, who, after killing her husband 
and entire family, decided to keep 
her captive for the biggest part of the 
Genocide.

He repeatedly raped the then 24- 
year-old, whom she would return to 
after his day time killing spree.

“On many occasions, he told me that 
I would be the last Tutsi alive and I 
will live to testify that there was once 
a people called the Tutsi,” she said, ex-
plaining that he would drag her to the 
roadblocks where she would witness 
people being killed.

Habyarimana is among the people 
she testified against in Gacaca courts, 
and was sentenced to life. Recently, he 
died of natural causes in prison.

“Before taking me captive, Habyari-
mana threw to the dogs my two sons 
who were toddlers; one two years and 
another four months old. The daugh-
ter was already died. Fortunately, the 
dogs didn’t eat my boys,” she said.

The two sons are now young adults; 
one graduated from university last 
year, while the other is in his final year 
at university.

Contemplating suicide
During her time in captivity, Bur-

izihiza said she contemplated com-
mitting suicide many times, but was 
restrained by the information she got 
that her two sons could still be alive.

“The one scene that has not left 
me in these 25 years is this one time 
Habyarimana brought me to the scene 
where they were going to kill my hus-
band. They threw him into a hole to 
die a slow death and every morning he 
would bring me there to hear how he 
cried for help, until his last breathe,” 
she said, tears welling in her eyes.

She witnessed the death of almost 
all her family members and neigh-
bours as she was brought to the killing 
sites by the same man, only to be taken 
back to his home.

Trauma and testifying

When the Genocide was brought 
to an end, Burizihiza found herself a 
widow with her two little sons; all her 
family and in-laws had been killed.

“I was full of hatred; the images of 
my kith being killed always came back 
to me. I was traumatized and I didn’t 
know if one day I would be able to live 
a normal life again,” she said.

At the beginning, she contemplated 
revenge, but there was no way to do it. 
She would not talk to Hutus, thinking 
that they were all the same, she said.

However, with time, she realised 
that the only way of healing was to talk 
about what she had witnessed and 
participate in bringing justice to the 
genocide victims.

“I testified many times and said what 
I saw. I was always available for any 
court that needed testimony from me. 
Even in Gacaca, I would walk miles to 
give testimonies of what I saw during 
the Genocide,” she said.

She didn’t have fear to testify against 
genocide perpetrators and she didn’t 
want her identity concealed, she says.

This, according to her, would bring 
some sort of confusion in her testi-
monies, which may end up leading to 
miscarriage of justice.

“My wish was to tell and testify 
against these criminals face to face, 
as it was during 1994 Genocide. They 
were aware I knew many things about 

them, as they always brought me 
with them as a way to kill me a slow 
death,” she said. Burizihiza testified 
against many top of the genocide in 
the former Butare, including Desiré 
Munyaneza who was sentenced to life 
imprisonment by Canadian courts.

“For me, bringing justice to victims 
was the shortcut to my healing from 
trauma. I was not able to sleep with all 
these things in my head. I would take 
papers and write down what I saw 
whole nights to relieve the pain I felt,” 
she said.

Facing insecurity
In the aftermath of the Genocide, 

Burizihiza says she started to face 
insecurity from genocide perpetra-
tors before even Gacaca court started. 
They knew she knew a lot and she was 
ready to testify against them.

“I remember one day they threw a 
grenade into my home, but God saved 
me and my boys, no one was injured,” 
she said before adding; “but I was 
unfazed”.

In 1998, the government gave her 
shelter in military camp, to ensure her 
security, she sad.

“When they saw they couldn’t find 
me, they started to accost my children 
at school. I decided to send them to 
boarding schools far from Huye,” she 
said.

It got worse during Gacaca but her 

security was taken seriously by Rwan-
dan army and police, she said.

Justice served
Burizihiza said she is happy now 

that at least justice has, to a great 
degree, been served for the victims of 
Genocide, including her daughter and 
husband.

“Many people were arrested and 
convicted; some even had the cour-
age to ask for forgiveness and showed 
where they put their victims who have 
since been accorded decent burial. It 
is a good thing that contributed to the 
healing, unity and reconciliation,” she 
said.

“I remember, after the Genocide we 
asked ourselves whom we were going 
to live with. But with justice served 
and the support from government, we 
found it was possible to live together 
as Rwandans,” she says.

I personally felt free in or around 
2012.

However, she says, some survivors 
are still facing and are greatly affected 
by the horrors of the genocide, espe-
cially those who were very young.

“Some still face a great degree of 
trauma; others especially the old suffer 
loneliness and are helpless because 
they don’t have families to support 
them. The government and the com-
munities should continue to give them 
a hand to be able to live,” she said.

Reliving the horror in an ICTR courtroom

World leaders join in lighting flame of remembrance
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By Guardian Reporter

T
HE Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) 
is tomorrow expected to 
launch a Regional Appeal 
for Humanitarian Assistance 

for millions affected by the devastating 
impacts of Tropical Cyclone IDAI.

According to a statement issued by 
SADC secretariat, the move follows 

a devastating Tropical Cyclone IDAI, 
which has affected an estimated 3 
million people in three of the Member 
States of the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) region—
Malawi, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 

The three SADC Member States 
have declared national disasters and 
requested immediate international 
support.

“In light of this situation, the SADC 

Chairperson, Dr Hage Geingob, Presi-
dent of the Republic of Namibia will 
on Thursday, 11th April 2019, launch 
a Regional Appeal for Humanitarian 
Assistance in response to Tropical 
Cyclone IDAI in Windhoek,” the state-
ment reads in part.

The Regional Appeal, which fully 
builds on the requests for assistance 
made by the three affected countries, 
will be a formal regional request to the 

international community to provide 
assistance to affected Member States 
who require immediate humanitar-
ian assistance, including food, shelter, 
clothing, potable water, sanitation 
and medical support, considering 
the occurrence for cholera and other 
diarrhea infections, malaria and water 
borne and water related diseases. 

The support will also aid in early re-
covery actions in the affected districts, 

thereby helping to them to rebuild 
their lives, livelihoods and economies.

Intense Tropical Cyclone Idai was 
one of the worst tropical cyclones on 
record to affect Africa and the South-
ern Hemisphere.

The long-lived storm caused 
catastrophic damage in Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, and Malawi, leaving more 
than 1,000 people dead and thousands 
more missing. Idai is the second-

deadliest tropical cyclone recorded in 
the South-West Indian Ocean basin, be-
hind only the 1892 Mauritius cyclone. 

In the Southern Hemisphere, it 
currently ranks as the third-deadliest 
tropical cyclone on record, behind 
the aforementioned 1892 Mauritius 
cyclone and the 1973 Flores cyclone.

SADC to launch regional appeal for humane 
assistance for millions  hit by Cyclone IDAI

Morogoro road expansion is going on well at Mbezi Mwisho in the outskirts of Dar es Salaam yesterday. 
Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika 

African migrations: Opportunity not 
crisis, says Mo Ibrahim Foundation

ABIDJAN

DEBATING and discussing 
African migrations, youth 
and jobs, the 2019 Ibrahim 
Governance Weekend, held 
in Abidjan 5-7 April, heard 
that the global view of 
African migrations urgently 
needs to be reset since 
distorted data leads to inad-
equate policies.

African migrations 
present an opportunity for 
both the continent and the 
world, and yet today this 
topic triggers an emotional 
reaction and is generally 
misunderstood.

Driven by the need for 
jobs and economic opportu-
nity, most African migra-
tions begin and end on the 
continent. Their arrival in 
host countries is welcomed, 
with many Africans saying 
they would like more mi-
grants in their country.

The number travelling 
beyond Africa are com-
paratively few, totaling only 
14percent of the global 
migrant population in 2017 
(significantly less than Asia, 
41 percent and Europe, 24 
percent).

Mo Ibrahim, Chairman of 
the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, 
said: “Migration in Africa, 
and around the world, is 
largely about aspiration, not 
desperation. Africans leav-
ing their home countries are 
looking for the chance to 
work and contribute to their 
host countries. African gov-
ernments should welcome 
migrants while ensuring 
that their own citizens - our 
continent’s greatest asset - 
have the education and eco-
nomic opportunities they 
deserve. Now is the time to 
take action before it’s too 
late for our young people.”

The Ibrahim Forum 
brings together a power-
ful coalition of African and 
global leaders to discuss an 
issue that is critical to the 
continent’s future. The 2019 

Ibrahim Forum focused 
on the Foundation’s latest 
report, Africa’s Youth: Jobs 
or Migration? In recogni-
tion of the importance of 
young people to Africa’s 
development, this year the 
Foundation welcomed back 
the Now Generation Forum, 
a meeting of young leaders 
from 35 countries whose 
recommendations fed into 
the discussion.

The first session of the 
Ibrahim Forum - Setting the 
picture right on African mi-
grations - explored African 
perspectives on migration, 
highlighting that human 
mobility is not a recent 
phenomenon but a dynamic 
that has contributed to pro-
gress over many centuries.

Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, 
former President of Liberia, 
2017 Ibrahim Laureate and 
Chairperson of the High-
Level Panel on International 
Migration in Africa, said: “In 
recent times, there has been 
a lot of movement of young 
Africans across borders in 
search of opportunity. This 
has created a fear and a 
very emotional response…
but there is no migrant 
crisis. The majority of those 
who cross borders do so 
legally; they carry with them 
capital, knowledge, skills, 
technology; they pay taxes; 
and they form a sizeable 
part of the GDP of their host 
countries.”

Vera Songwe, Executive 
Secretary of the United 
Nations Economic Commis-
sion for Africa, highlighted 
how a lack of economic 
opportunity is driving 
Africans to leave their home 
countries: “The conversa-
tion on migration is es-
sentially a conversation on 
governance and what our 
leaders need to do to ensure 
Africans do not go outside 
the continent. 80% of those 
Africans migrating say they 
are doing do because they 
don’t have jobs, because 

our countries don’t have 
the right business or policy 
environments.”

In the second session – 
The African youth bulge 
confronted by jobless 
growth – panellists dis-
cussed the current and 
future challenges of the Af-
rican job market, including 
the unexploited potential of 
agriculture and the changes 
expected from the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution.

Abdourahmane Cissé, 
Minister of Petroleum, En-
ergy and Renewable Energy 
of Côte d’Ivoire, outlined his 
country’s efforts to create 
economic opportunities for 
its youth. “Innovation is key, 
yes, but if you want people 
to innovate, you need to 
ensure they have access to 
the necessary resources, 
particularly information 
technology. In Côte d’Ivoire, 
we have focussed on voca-
tional training and technical 
skills, and invested in areas 
that help students access 
jobs, including creating tax 
incentives to provide intern-
ships and hire recent gradu-
ates. We need to see many 
more young people engaged 
in politics so that they can 
be part of the discussions 
about their future.”

Hailemariam Desalegn 
Boshe, former Prime Min-
ister of Ethiopia, said: “Our 
youth are deeply dissatis-
fied. They feel economically, 
socially and politically mar-
ginalised.  African leaders 
and civil society should 
address these issues with 
a sense of urgency. Let’s 
look at the education and 
skills that our young people 
actually need, focussing on 
what is necessary for the 
current economic situation 
in Africa.”

Akinwumi Adesina, 
President of the African 
Development Bank Group, 
highlighted the importance 
of involving more young 
Africans in agriculture: “We 

always talk about the great 
potential of our continent, 
but nobody can eat poten-
tial. We need to take this 
great demographic asset 
that we have - our young 
people - and turn it into 
an economic powerhouse, 
both for ourselves and the 
rest of the world. We’ve got 
to get young people into ag-
riculture and create a new 
group of ‘agri-preneurs’”.

Natasha Kimani, Head of 
Programmes at Well Told 
Story and a member of the 
Now Generation Forum, ar-
gued for a fresh perspective. 
“We need to change how 
we talk about young people 
and how we talk to young 
people. Instead of assuming 
we know what they need, 
why don’t we ask them? And 
as young people, if we want 
to thrive, we must hold our 
governments accountable. 
We need to put our leaders 
on the spot and ask them 
difficult questions. Don’t be 
afraid to challenge author-
ity and ask for what you 
deserve – because the more 
you ask, the more you get!”

In the third session - The 
way forward: bolstering 
mobility, updating skills, 
sharing responsibilities - 
panellists explored options 
to strengthen the capacity 
of the continent to make 
the most of its greatest 
resource, its human capital, 
and ensure no one if left 
behind. Arancha González, 
Executive Director of the 
International Trade Centre, 
said: “The countries where 
mobility works are the 
countries which manage 
mobility, that don’t leave 
mobility purely to market 
forces…We have to recognise 
that migrants are often dif-
ferent - different in religion, 
culture, colour, sexual pref-
erence - this also needs to 
be discussed and managed. 
Mobility introduces diver-
sity and diversity means 
strength.”

AfDB calls Africans to embrace technology
By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

PRESIDENT of the 
African Development Bank 
(AfDB), Akinwumi Adesina 
has called on Africans to 
embrace technology, and 
governments to urgently 
move away from “invest-
ing in the jobs of the past, 
but rather in the jobs of the 
future. A future that is just 
around the corner.”

Adesina was addressing 
a debate entitled: The New 
Tech Era: Job-killer or Job-
creator? organised by Africa 
Report and Jeune Afrique as 
part of the 2019 Mo Ibrahim 
Governance Week. The de-
bate took place in Abidjan, 
the capital of Cote d’Ivoire.

“The people, who control 
data, will control Africa. 
Coding must be compul-
sory, at all levels. The cur-
rency of the future is going 
to be coding,” Adesina said. 
“Information technology 
must not be the exclusive 
privilege of the elite, we 
must democratize technol-
ogy,” he added.

Panelists included Pascal 
Lamy, board Director of the 
Mo Ibrahim Foundation and 
past Director-General of the 
World Trade Organization; 
Eric Kacou, an Ivorian busi-
nessman and co-founder 
of ESP Solutions; Chioma 
Agwuegbo, a Nigerian tech 
specialist and Zyad Liman, 
publishing director of Af-
rique Magazine.

In his welcome remarks, 
Mo Ibrahim urged the pan-
elists to think about ways 
to address the “tsunami of 
young people entering the 
job market.”

In response to that call to 
action, Kacou insisted on 
the need for “a change in 
mindset to move from BBC 
or Born Before Computers 
to rethinking education 
to teach people how to 
learn and help them solve 
problems.”

Panellists acknowledged 
the critical role the tech 
industry can play in Africa’s 
economic transformation 
through the continent’s 
digitization. However, they 
agreed on the urgent need 
to upgrade the skills of the 
past, to do it fast, and move 
away from the social fear of 
technology.

Research has shown that 
if governments harness 
the full economic potential 
of just the internet, Africa 
could add $300 billion to 
its GDP by 2025. Also, 70% 
of all jobs will have an ICT 
component by 2020.

Opportunities to trans-
form Africa through 
technology are endless.  In 
agriculture, drones can 
monitor crops, Artificial In-
telligence can speed varietal 
selection, and the Internet 
of the Things can control 
smart irrigation systems. 

Block chains can also aid 
food traceability.

“We must grab the oppor-
tunities…We must democ-
ratize technology. Africa 
should prepare itself. Digital 
technologies, including Ar-
tificial intelligence, big data 
analytics, blockchains, 3D 
printing, are already upon 
us,” Adesina concluded.

The three-hour interac-
tive session ended with 
members of the audience 
calling for accelerated 
policy reforms and creating 
an enabling environment 
for innovative technology to 
thrive. The issue of data pro-
tection, identity protection 
and fake news and how to 
turn population into assets, 
topped discussions.

The African Development 
Bank has already made big 
strides in building skills in 
technology and innova-
tion with its Job for Youth 
programme. In all, 234,000 
new coders and 130 Coding 
Centres of Excellence are 
being created for Africa to 
participate in the supply 
side of the digital economy. 
The programme is not re-
stricted to coding. The Bank 
is working with partners 

in the private sector, such 
as Facebook, Google and 
Microsoft, to build technical 
literacy and arm people at 
all educational levels with 
the skills they will need go-
ing forward.

To ensure there is a gen-
eral reskilling of Africans, 
the Bank has invested EURO 
70 million in a technology 
park in Senegal, to create 
a regional cluster of tech 
businesses in francophone 
Africa.  The tech park is ex-
pected to contribute to the 
diversification of Senegal’s 
economy, creating 35,000 
direct and 105,000 indirect 
jobs.

Additionally, the Bank has 
invested in several funds 
such as the TLcom TIDE 
Fund, Partech and African 
Technology Ventures to 
overcome the challenge of 
access to finance for tech 
entrepreneurs.

The Bank has also 
provided a US$30 mil-
lion loan to the Rwandan 
Government to contribute 
to the innovation economy 
through the Rwanda In-
novation Fund, focused on 
funding Tech-Enabled SME’s 
and to develop Rwanda’s 
entrepreneurial/innovation 
ecosystem capacity.

The Mo Ibrahim Govern-
ance Weekend kicked off in 
Abidjan on Friday. Adesina 
is joining Africa’s most influ-
ential leaders and think-
ers for this event, which 
celebrates the continent’s 
leadership, debates issues 
of critical importance to 
Africa, and charts the way 
forward for the region.

Korogwe primary school deputy headteacher, Christina Misese together with her pupils plant one of 1000 
trees at their school’s area in Kahama District yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Shaban Njia 

We must grab the opportunities…
We must democratize technology. 
Africa should prepare itself. Digital 
technologies, including Artificial 
intelligence, big data analytics, 
blockchains, 3D printing, are already 
upon us
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Unlocking fish value chain while expanding 
income and improving food security

By Special Correspondent

T
he human population in 
Africa is growing at a faster 
rate in comparison to the 
meat and food production 
using the incumbent pro-

duction technology. 
In Tanzania, there is a clear unsus-

tainable divergence between popula-
tion growth and meat production (all 
meats) since 2016 and the divide be-
tween consumption and production is 
ever increasing. 

Unless there is dedicated investment 
and supportive policy environment to 
catalyze the additional investment in 
the sector, we might be sitting on a time 
bomb. 

In this policy brief, we explore how 
the integrated and inclusive fish value 
chain development could be part of the 
solution. Specifically, we present how a 
strategic partnership between the Tan-
zania Agricultural Development Bank 
(funder), the private sector (supplier of 
technology, capital and expertise) and 
smallholder fish farmers (participants 
in both upstream and downstream 
production system) could be formed to 
address the triple bottom line of food 
security, poverty alleviation, income 
and job creation. 

Tanzania Agricultural Development 
Bank has identified a private sector 
partner and is seeking support through 
an intervention the sector by providing 
patience capital.

The population growth in Africa is 
increasing fast while the rest of the 
world’s population is stagnant or de-
clining. It is predicted that the popula-
tion in Africa will be around 4.2 billion 
by 2100, compared to the current pop-
ulation of about 1.2 billion.

 On the contrary, the food and meat 
production in the continent is growing 
at a very slow rate which creates a time 
bomb for food insecurity and related 
social economics menaces. 

Tanzania has the highest population 
in East Africa and it has maintained an 
aggressive population growth over the 
past seven decades, however, the food 
and meat production is lagging behind.

 Putting things into perspective, 
the total consumption for meat in the 
country is more than the total meat 
production and the gap has been in-
creasing since 2016. It is estimated that 
by 2021 there will be about 100% deficit 
in the meat demand (i.e. the consump-
tion will be two folds of the local supply 
using the incumbent technology). 

If no intervention is taken, the defi-
cit will grow to 200% by 2031, which 
means that, the production capacity 
within the country will only carter for 
30% of the total consumption. 

It is against this background that the 
Tanzanian Agricultural Development 
Bank has taken the initiative to craft a 
strategic partnership with the private 
sector, the government, and smallhold-
er farmers to develop an integrated fish 
value chain in the country. 

Such initiatives are geared towards 
enhancement in productivity, income 
generation, job creation and an ad-
vancement in achieving food security.

The Fish value chain is one of the 
several other priority value chains 
which the bank have developed an in-
tervention strategy. 

However, the fish value chain has a 
unique opportunity due to the global 
decline in fish stock – from natural fish-
ing – while the demand is ever increas-
ing. 

The implication of a declining fish 
stock in the traditional fish sector im-
ply that there is a significant opportu-
nity for aquaculture development. 

Indeed fish is one of the most traded 
food commodity in the global market 
with revenues well above $153 billion. 

The declining fish stocks from tradi-
tional sources creates a huge opportu-
nity for countries like Tanzania which 
is well endowed with water bodies 
ranging from sea, lakes to rivers. 

The ever increasing population 
growth could only make the demand 
even better. 

The objective of this brief is to ex-
plore the documented challenges on 
aquaculture value chain development 
and borrow the best practice from 
global fish farming superpowers to de-
velop an integrated, and inclusive, fish 
value chain in the country. 

The next section identifies the chal-
lenges and proposed solution for fish 
value chain development in the coun-
try.

Challenges and Solutions
The main challenges for the fish val-

ue chain, like many other value chains, 
can be categorized into the following 
main categories: Genetic potential and 
seed multiplication; managerial com-
petencies and technical knowhow; 
access to finance; feed stocks; technol-
ogy; animal health and quality control; 
regulatory framework.

 The problem with developing coun-
tries is that most of these pillars are 
missing or are inadequate which cre-
ates a wall between the potential ben-
efits from an enhanced value chain, 
and the actual benefits from existing 
fragmented and inefficient value chain. 

 To effectively develop an integrated 
and inclusive value chain entails a ded-
icated development of all of these key 
pillars which are required for succes-
sive implementation of the integrated 
and inclusive values chain. 

The next section articulates the pro-
posed intervention on fish value chain 
development in the Indian Ocean and 
the Lake Victoria.

Development of the Integrated and 
Inclusive Value Chain

A successful fish value chain is ex-
pected to be integrated or linked into 
high quality and reliable markets both 
locally and internationally. 

For this to happen the value chain 
ecosystem need to deliver the top class 
products and services in response to 
the market needs. 

This entails the need to have a world 
class fully developed and integrated 
value chain. 

To achieve this, there is need for stra-
tegic partnership of the key stakehold-
ers locally and globally along the fish 
value chain while benchmarking our 
best practices to the industry leaders. 

All these factors are sufficient condi-
tions for the industry transformation 
to happen, however the necessary 
conditions are political will and social 
license to operate both from local and 
international community. 

Our role as a Tanzanian Agricultural 
Development Bank is to identify and 
recruit the world class players in the 
fish value chain and facilitate the devel-
opment of the local value chain. 

We are ready and willing to extend 
patience capital to the right partners 
and we expect that by unlocking ac-
cess to finance it will be relatively easy 
to achieve other pillars. 

We envision our role as a strategic 
funding institution to support the ini-
tial stage of the project through the de-
velopment of off-takers while ensuring 
the smallholder farmers are strategi-
cally integrated in the fish farming eco-
system, and through leveraging the so-
cial economic potential of the industry. 

The major intervention will lead to 
development of seed and optimal ge-
netic breed’s production centers in the 
country. These will be responsible for 
the following: 

The selection and multiplication of 
the best fingerlings for optimal fish 
production; 

The development of large scale fish 
feeds production facility for local con-
sumption and potential for export 
across Africa. 

The fish feed industry is expected to 
creates a number of jobs through for-
ward and backward linkages including 
the demand for soya beans and other 
intermediate material required as in-
puts to fish meals preparation; 

Development of nuclear farmers/out 
grower’s scheme for fish farming;

Development of fish processing, 
packaging, and sales facility for both 
local and international markets. 

In addition, the fish research insti-
tutes will be motivated to generate 
up-to-date knowledge and insights on 
technological and production innova-
tions along the fish farming industry.

The bank has identified a private sec-
tor partner from Norway and potential 
local partners. The efforts are ongoing 
to identify potential out growers to ef-
fectively participate in the fish farming 
production system.

Recommendations
There are significant socio economic 

benefits if Tanzania that could develop 
and improve her fish farming industry. 
The potential for food security, income 
generation, job creation and socio eco-
nomic stability cannot be overempha-
sized. 

However, since most of the required 
pillars for a successive integrated fish 
value chain are missing, or undevel-
oped, there is a need for collaborative 
engagement and intervention across 
the government, the private sector, and 
local communities. The preliminary in-
tervention should include;

Development of a business friendly 
and pro-growth regulatory framework 
in the fishing sector by the government.

Training and capacity building by 
the private sector, the government and 
local communities on the best practice 
for commercial and small holder fish 
farming.

Provision of capital for both com-
mercial and small holders’ farmers by 
government, private sector, interna-
tional communities and development 
institutions.

Development of the feed stock and 
food supply by private sector and small 
holders farmers

Development of seed multiplication 
centers by private sectors

Development of processing and stor-
age facility by the private sectors

Market identification and develop-
ment both locally and globally.

About Tanzania Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank

This policy brief has been prepared 
by Tanzania Agricultural Develop-
ment Bank directorate of policy, re-
search and planning. 

Tanzania Agricultural Develop-
ment Bank. Tanzania Agricultural 
Development Bank Limited (TADB) 
was established under the Company 
Act, 2002 CAP 212 in September 2012. 

The establishment purpose of the 
Bank was to lead capacity-build-
ing strategies and programmes to 
strengthen the agriculture financing 
value chain and to support the Gov-
ernment of Tanzania initiatives to 
shape and implement policies and 
initiatives for agricultural and rural 
lending. 

The Banks as a key stakeholder in 
the development and envisaged revo-
lution of the agricultural sector, it is 
committed to delivering on undertak-
ings made in the context of the na-
tional agriculture related strategies 
consistent with its Vision, Mission 
and Objectives. 

Further the bank was tasked with 
implementation of the Government’s 
Second-Generation Financial Sector 
Reforms, the national policies and 
strategies for the development of the 
agricultural sector. 

Our mission is to facilitate develop-
ment and support transformation of 
the agriculture sector by providing 
short, medium and long term finance 
to agriculture projects in Tanzania 
that promotes economic growth, food 
security and reduction of income pov-
erty. 

Our vision is to be a world-class 
model agriculture development bank 
that supports and promotes Tan-
zania’s agriculture transformation 
from subsistence to commercialized 
modern farming and agri-business 
for economic growth and poverty re-
duction. 

For details about the bank visit our 
website at: https://www.tadb.co.tz/
mission-vision/

For more information about the 
policy brief contact: nyankomo.mar-
wa@tadb.co.tz
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Figure 1: Production versus consumption of all meats in Tanzania

Figure 2: Population Growth in Tanzania from 1970 to date

Abuja, Nigeria 

In March, hundreds of Ni-
gerian doctors gathered at a 
hotel in Abuja, the capital, 
and another in Lagos, the 
country’s commercial cen-
tre, to take a test conducted 
by the Saudi Arabian health 
ministry.

In a symbol of the Nige-
rian medical “brain drain”, 
those yet to migrate must 
complete foreign exams 
in order to get work place-
ments abroad.

Weeks before the attempt 
by Saudi Arabia to lure Ni-
geria’s greatest medical tal-
ents, dozens had sat the reg-
ular Professional Linguistic 
Assessments Board (PLAB) 
exams at the British Coun-
cil. Once they pass, it will en-
able them to work in the UK.

According to some esti-
mates, about 2,000 doctors 
have left Nigeria over the 
past few years.

Doctors have blamed the 
mass exit on poor working 
conditions - only four per-
cent of Nigeria’s budget is 
allocated to health.

While the annual health-
care threshold per person in 
the US is $10,000, in Nigeria 
it is just $6.

“More than half of those 
seeking visas to [India] are 
going for medical care that 
is not available here in Ni-
geria. Indigent Nigerians 
would be at the mercy of 
the dilapidated health infra-
structure,” Onwufor Uche, 
consultant and director of 
the Gynae Care Research 
and Cancer Foundation in 
Abuja, told Al Jazeera. 

“It has become worse; a 
doctor [in Nigeria] earns 
N200,000 monthly ($560), 
necessitating moving to 
countries where they can be 
better paid for their services 
… This ultimately means 
that eight of 10 Nigerians 

are presently receiving sub-
standard or no medical care 
at all.”

Middle-class and wealthy 
Nigerians often travel for 
healthcare. Even the septua-
genarian Nigerian president, 
Muhammadu Buhari, seeks 
medical care in London. 

British, American, South 
African, Emirati and Saudi 
Arabian agencies operate 
in Nigeria to recruit the best 
doctors.

Nigeria’s polling agency, 
NOI Polls, in partnership 
with Nigerian Health Watch 
in 2017, found that most doc-
tors seek work abroad. 

“The trend of doctors emi-
grating to other countries is 
at an all-time high,” Chike 
Nwangwu, head of NOIPolls, 
told Al Jazeera in Abuja. 
“Our survey … showed that 
88 percent of doctors are 
considering work opportu-
nities abroad.”

Reasons for emigrating 
include better facilities and 
work environment, higher 
salaries, career progression 
and an improved quality of 
life.

One doctor in 5,000
Medical schools and resi-

dencies are subsidised by 

government funds, an in-
vestment that is now ben-
efiting other countries.

With an estimated popu-
lation of over 180 million, 
there is one doctor per 
5,000 people in Nigeria, ac-
cording to Isaac Folorunso 
Adewole, the health min-
ister, compared with the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) recommendation of 
one per 600 people. 

There are 72,000 doctors 
registered with the Medical 
and Dental Council of Nige-
ria (MDCN); over half prac-
tise outside the country.

“Nine in every 10 doctors 
are considering work op-
portunities outside Nigeria. 
And it is projected to keep 
rising as doctors continue 
to face systemic challenges,” 
said NOIPolls’ Nwangwu. “I 
actually think [Nigeria] is 
already at the state of emer-
gency with the availability of 
medical doctors.”

The country’s worsening 
health sector also grapples 
with strikes by health work-
ers.

The government is often 
in conflict with the Nigerian 
Medical Association, an um-
brella union of doctors, over 

working conditions. The un-
ion argues that government 
officials fail to stick to agree-
ments, leading to industrial 
action.

When asked last year why 
Nigerian doctors had to wait 
a long time to get residency 
training, Adewole appeared 
to make light of the issue, 
saying: “It might sound self-
ish, but we can’t all be spe-
cialists; we can’t. Some will 
be farmers; some will be 
politicians … The man who 
sews my gown is a doctor. 
He makes the best gown. 
And some will be specialists, 
some will be GPs, some will 
be farmers.”

As well as angering some 
doctors, the apparent fail-
ure to act seriously also af-
fects patients. 

“The government needs 
to urgently start address-
ing the issues and concerns 
of the medical workers and 
especially the doctors. The 
truth is, most of these doc-
tors leave for better work-
ing conditions and you can’t 
blame them,” said Mariam 
Abdullahi, a 38-year-old pa-
tient at a hospital in Abuja.

AGENCIES

Nigeria’s medical brain drain: 
Healthcare woes as doctors flee

The main challenges for 
the fish value chain, like 
many other value chains, 
can be categorized 
into the following main 
categories: Genetic 
potential and seed 
multiplication

People wait outside a hospital after a building containing a school collapsed in 
Nigeria’s commercial capital Lagos, Nigeria March 13, 2019 [Reuters]

Source: Tanzania Livestock sector analysis 2016/2017-2031/2013

Source: World Bank 2018
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T
EN lucky business peo-
ple who are members of 
NMB Business Clubs will 
be flown to China later 
this year on a study tour 

aimed at building their capacity in 
engaging in international trade.

 NMB Bank Plc’s acting Managing 
Director, Albert Jonkergouw and 
the bank’s Head of Business Bank-
ing, Donatus Richard said in Dar es 
Salaam earlier this week that micro 
small and medium size enterprises 
are an important segment of the 
economy.

Jonkergouw said when he offici-
ated a Dare s Salaam NMB Business 
Club meeting which drew together 
over 300 owners and managers of 
MSMEs, that the bank recognises 
the important role being played by 
the group as its clients.

“This forum is one of the gather-
ings which we use to get some feed-
back and suggestions on how best 
our products and services should be 
tailored to meet your needs so that 
we individual grow which will con-
tribute to national growth,” the act-
ing NMB Managing Director noted.

He pledged to review monthly 
fees being charged to maintain busi-
ness and company accounts which 
many NMB Business Club members 

Leading bank to send ten entrepreneurs 
to China for study tour this later year

countrywide have raised concerns against. “These 
business clubs are not only good to you and the 
bank but also the nation’s economic growth be-
cause we discuss solutions to obstacles facing 
businesses,” Jonkergouw added.

Backing his boss, the bank’s Head of Business 
Banking, Richard said the Chinese visit has been 
prompted by the need to give MSMEs owners and 
managers exposure to international trade which is 
an important aspect of economic growth.

“The criteria on how the 10 candidates will be 
picked will be fair and competitive,” Richard said 
noting that details of how the winning business 
people will be chosen will be made public soon. 
He underlined that as a bank, NMB values and rec-
ognises the vital role that small and medium size 
businesses play hence invests heavily in their ca-
pacity building.

“Competition in the local market is intense 
hence we are forced to use these business clubs to 
train you in systems, means and ways of growing 
and strengthening your businesses as our clients,” 
he added stressing that the trip to China is meant 
to further impart skills on small business owners 
and manager.

In a vote of thanks, one of the club’s members, 
Award Mpandila said commended the bank’s man-
agement for recognising them and bestowing the 
group with special NMB ambassadorial status 
which gives them confidence to work harder.

“We however would like to urge the government 
to improve the environment for doing business 
such as numerous fees and taxes paid to clear car-
go at Dar es Salaam Port,” said Mpandila who fur-
ther noted that such costs delay cargo clearance 
which leads to delays in servicing bank loans.

CHICAGO 

Boeing’s legal troubles grew on 
Tuesday as a new lawsuit accused the 
company of defrauding sharehold-
ers by concealing safety deficiencies 
in its 737 Max planes before two fa-
tal crashes led to their worldwide 
grounding. 

The proposed class action filed 
in Chicago federal court seeks dam-
ages for alleged securities fraud vio-
lations, after Boeing’s market value 
tumbled by $34 billion within two 
weeks of the March 10 crash of an 
Ethiopian Airlines 737 Max.

Chief executive Dennis Muilen-
burg and chief financial officer Greg-
ory Smith were also named as de-
fendants. Boeing spokesman Charles 
Bickers had no immediate comment.

According to the complaint, Boe-
ing “effectively put profitability and 
growth ahead of airplane safety and 
honesty” by rushing the 737 Max to 
market to compete with Airbus SE 
, while leaving out “extra” or “op-
tional” features designed to prevent 
the Ethiopian Airlines and Lion Air 
crashes.

It also said Boeing’s statements 
about its growth prospects and the 
737 Max were undermined by its al-
leged conflict of interest from retain-
ing broad authority from federal reg-
ulators to assess the plane’s safety.

Richard Seeks, the lead plaintiff, 
said Boeing’s compromises began 
to emerge after the Ethiopian Air-
lines crash killed all 157 onboard, five 
months after the Lion Air crash killed 
189. Seeks said he bought 300 Boeing 
shares in early March, and sold them 
at a loss within the last two weeks. 
The lawsuit seeks damages for Boe-
ing stock investors from January 8 
to March 21. Shareholders often file 
lawsuits accusing companies of se-
curities fraud for concealing material 
negative information that causes the 
stock price to decline upon becom-
ing public. Chicago-based Boeing 
faces many other lawsuits over the 
crashes, including by victims’ fami-
lies and by participants in its employ-
ee retirement plans.

Boeing shareholders 
sue over 737 Max 
crashes, disclosures

E-commerce holds huge promise 
for enhancing free trade in Africa
GENEVA

E-commerce can significantly boost 
free trade across Africa and therefore 
help realize the objectives of the Afri-
ca Continental Free Trade Agreement 
(AfCFTA), participants at UNCTAD’s 
eCommerce Week 2019 were told.

“E-commerce has the potential to 
lift intra-African trade from the cur-
rent rate of 18% and to boost Africa’s 
share of global trade, currently es-
timated at less than 3%,” said Ajay 
Kumar Bramdeo, the African Union’s 
ambassador to the United Nations in 
Geneva, at a session on “Digitaliza-
tion and the realization of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area for digi-
tal transformation in Africa.”

Participants celebrated the im-
pending entry into force of the 
AfCFTA, a milestone achieved on 2 
April when the agreement reached 
the minimum number of ratifications 
required, 22, thanks to its approval by 
Gambia’s parliament.

Africa
The AfCFTA seeks to create an in-

tegrated African market of 1.27 bil-
lion consumers, expected to reach 1.7 
billion by 2030, with an aggregated 
gross domestic product of up to $3.4 
trillion, said Amani Abou-Zeid, the 
African Union commissioner for in-
frastructure and energy.

Digitalization has the potential to 
lead not only to Africa’s digital trans-
formation, but also to serve as a cata-
lyst for the continent’s overall struc-
tural transformation, Ms. Abou-Zeid 
said.

Hurdles to overcome
However, various issues need to 

be addressed for Africa to take ad-
vantage of current technological in-
novations and facilitate the achieve-
ment of the objectives of the AfCFTA, 
which was adopted by African Union 
nations at a summit in Rwanda in 
March 2018. 

“In many African countries, ad-

equate and affordable information 
and communications technology 
(ICT) connectivity to enable digitali-
zation to take place is still an issue,” 
Ms. Abou-Zeid noted. The other issue 
is whether Africa currently has the 
legal framework and enabling envi-
ronment for digital trade and other 
digital-related activities to flourish in 
the future AfCFTA market. Other con-
cerns include trust, data privacy and 

cyber security.
“We are moving towards an inte-

grated African market. Isn’t it appro-
priate to factor in the digital dimen-
sion of such a market?” Ms. Abou-Zeid 
said.

She underscored the importance 
of synergies between development 
and technical partners, noting that 
though only 1% of all funding provid-
ed under Aid for Trade is currently al-

located to ICT solutions and multilat-
eral development banks are investing 
just 1% of their total spending on ICT 
projects, Africa still boasts a plethora 
of initiatives related to digital trade.

Digitalization is the new coal
UNCTAD Deputy Secretary-Gener-

al Isabelle Durant observed that the 
rate of digitalization remains uneven 
across Africa.

“In some countries, less than 10% of 

the population uses the internet and 
only 18% of households have access to 
it throughout the continent. In most 
African countries, less than 5% of the 
population currently buys online,” 
she said.

In this respect, the AfCFTA repre-
sents a godsend. “Digitalization could 
be to Africa what coal and steel have 
been to the European Union,” Ms. 
Durant said. The European Coal and 
Steel Community, created in 1951, was 
a foundation stone of what eventu-
ally become the wider European eco-
nomic union. 

The AfCFTA offers Africa the op-
portunity to build its digital infra-
structure, both at the national and 
regional level, and to have a common 
regulatory framework, consistent 
competition laws, and their function-
al application, Ms. Durant.

Digitalization and the AfCFTA offer 
small and medium-sized enterprises 
in Africa the opportunity to expand 
across borders if the existing digital 
divide is bridged and an enabling en-
vironment is created, various speak-
ers at the session noted.

“Digitalization allows businesses to 
unlock the potential of the Internet, 
to go beyond small national markets 
and to scale up their operations,” said 
Kamil El Khatib, an ICT policy analyst 
at the African Development Bank.

“The African continent is frag-
mented but we will unite it digitally,” 
said Cedric Atangana of Wecashup, a 
pan-African payment platform. The 
fifth edition of eCommerce Week – an 
annual gathering that draws leading 
e-commerce figures, start-ups, policy 
makers and officials from around the 
world – is taking place in Geneva from 
1 to 5 April. The theme of this year’s 
week, which comprises dozens of 
sessions, is “From Digitalization to 
Development.”

Last December, UNCTAD organized 
its first-ever regional edition, Africa 
eCommerce Week, hosted by Kenya.African Union commissioner for infrastructure and energy, Amani Abou-Zeid. 

Thursday  11 April 2019

NMB Interim Managing Director Albert Jonkergouw (C) admiring one of the products given to him by Director of Malaika Home Essentials, 
Rachael Moyo during a business community forum for NMB Business Club for Ilala held in Dar es Salaam earlier this week. Looking on is NMB 
Head of Business Banking, Donatus Richard (L). Photo: courtesy of NMB.    
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C
ORPORATE entities 
have a big role to play in 
supporting government 
efforts to improve the 
education sector, Deputy 

Minister for Finance, Dr Ashatu Kijaji 
has said. 

Dr Kijaji pointed out that 
companies like Halotel Tanzania 
have been in the forefront in support 
state efforts to improve the learning 
environment in public schools.

“This support from Halotel will 
go a long way in easing shortage 
of desks facing public schools in 
Kondoa district particularly but 
also countrywide in general,” Dr 
Kijaji said after receiving 55 desks 
worth 5m/- from Halotel Tanzania 
Managing Director, Nguyen van Son 
in Kondoa yesterday. 

She said the Kondoa district 
council as well as its residents 
recognize various efforts being 
made by the mobile phone services 
company in lifting standards of their 
lives by connecting them to mobile 
network.  

“I would like to take this 
opportunity to commend Halotel 
management for this support and 
because the company has been an 
important stakeholder in supporting 
the education sector in Kondoa 
district and Tanzania as a whole,” 
the Deputy Minister who is also 
legislator for Kondoa noted.

Dr Kijaji called on other private 
companies to emulate Halotel’s 
spirit in supporting education 
development in the country because 
the government alone cannot 
meet demand for better learning 

Deputy FinMin salutes 
Halotel for desks donation
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LAGOS

The leading Pan-African 
e-commerce platform, Jumia 
has announced that it has 
entered a strategic partnership 
with MasterCard. Through the 
partnership, MasterCard wants to 
support the e-commerce sector as 
well as digital transformation across 
the continent.

The e-commerce sector in Africa is 
growing and accounts for less than 
1% of total retail volumes. With 400 
million internet users in Africa—
which is the largest in the world, 
the e-commerce sector has a high 
potential to grow.

Through the partnership, Jumia 
will allow MasterCard’s presence 
in Africa, providing payment 
solutions and technology to drive 
new innovations that lead to the 
development in the segments of 
new customers. Furthermore, the 
two companies have also agreed 
to establish electronic payment 
platforms for both consumers and 
merchants.

Co-CEO of Jumia, Sacha 
Poignonnec, stated: “We are 
delighted to strengthen our existing 
partnership with MasterCard, and 
consolidate Jumia’s position as the 
leading e-commerce platform in 
Africa. This investment highlights 
the strategic synergies between the 
two companies, as we both seek to 
develop the payments ecosystem 
and drive financial inclusion across 
Africa.”

For Jumia, it was not the first 
partnership with MasterCard. The 
first partnership with the financial 
solution company occurred in 2016 

with the launch of MasterCard 
Payment Gateway Solutions in 
several markets. In the same year, 
MasterCard also collaborated with 
Jumia to launch a payment service 
facilitating transactions for sellers 
and consumers, JumiaPay.

“Brick and mortar stores still 
dominate the commerce industry 
in Africa, but e-commerce is rapidly 
on the rise. As a global expert 
in digital payments with local 
expertise, MasterCard will provide 
its unparalleled capabilities to help 
create further awareness about 
Africa’s booming e-commerce sector, 
and allow us to make our services 
more secure, seamless and reliable 
for our customers,” said Sami 
Loulali, Executive Vice President 
for Corporate Development and 
Financial Services at Jumia.

Meanwhile, Elcin Yanic, Executive 
Vice President, Market Development, 
the Middle East and Africa at 
MasterCard commented on their new 
partnership with Jumia, “Mastercard 
has been rapidly expanding its 
presence and partnerships in Africa, 
bringing new technologies to the 
continent that help to enhance the 
consumer experience and enable 
greater access and inclusion.”

“This partnership with Jumia 
underpins MasterCard’s commitment 
to transforming Africa’s digital 
payments landscape. In recent 
years, we have invested heavily in 
technology, people and local markets, 
and have seen tremendous growth 
in online payments in particular. 
We look forward to working with 
Jumia to enhance the region’s digital 
infrastructure and ecosystem,” Yanic 
added.

MasterCard and Jumia engaged 
in a strategic partnership

environment. “In addition, let 
me request Halotel to assist with 
construction of modern laboratories 
for public schools to enable students 
learn science subjects practically,” 
she added.

In his remarks after handing 
over the desks, Halotel’s Son 
explained that being one of the 
major development partners in the 
country, the company has developed 
various strategies to collaborate 
with the government to support 
improve quality of education and 
health services in the country.

“Being aware of education 

challenges facing Kondoa district, 
we found it necessary to donate the 
desks in a bid to support efforts by 
the district in improving education,” 
he said.

He stated that the company has 
been contributing to government’s 
efforts in improving lives of the 
citizens in various aspects, including 
giving them reliable communication 
services at affordable prices.

Son also said in supporting the 
health sector, Halotel recently 
introduced a special programme 
which will enable poor patients’ 
access free consultancy and 

treatment services from specialist 
doctors at various hospitals in the 
country.

Speaking at the same ceremony, 
Kondoa District Education Officer, 
Hildegard Segunda said the district 
is facing shortage of 906 desks in 
various public schools because 
of increased number of students 
joining secondary schools.

“The government’s free education 
policy has resulted into increased 
enrolment at primary level which 
has also increased the number of 
students joining secondary schools,” 
Segunda said.

In this interview with Tigo’s 
Chief Technical and Information 
Officer, Jerome Albou, The Bank-
er’s Reporter asks how safe is the 
recently launched Tigo Pesa ap-
plication and the future of safety 
on sending money using such 
platforms, excerpts:

After your recent launch of 
the Tigo Pesa application, how 
user friendly has it been?

User experience is one of Ti-
go’s focus to ensure that it is as 
easy and friendly to use the ap-
plication hence listen to feed-
back from users which they 
share with us that sometimes 
force us to include new features 
and functionality on a monthly 
basis, if necessary. Our social me-
dia also plays a key role to adjust 
and ensure that we are taking the 

product to the next level, hence 
improving our digital portfolio 
while building new innovative 
products and features.

How does the application 
ensure security of customers’ 
money? 

First of all, we ensure that all 
the information is properly end-
to-end encrypted because it is 
a very important step to make 
sure that date is kept in a very 
safe environment. We have also 
been certified in 2018 by the 
GSMA and ISO for Tigo Pesa pro-
cesses and information security 
but in addition, also monitor the 
Tigo Pesa systems all the time, 
day and night to check against 
possible misuse or fraud and 
keep updating the security pro-
tocols accordingly. 

As a matter of fact, while we 
allow Tigo Pesa App to be used 
on WiFi or on other networks, 
we have recently introduced the 
One Time Password (OTP) via 
text messaging to confirm that 
you are also the Tigo SIM holder. 
With the introduction of full bio-
metric registration in the year to 
come, security will be even more 
strengthened.

What advantage does the 
Tigo Pesa App have over the 
normal USSD access? 

It is more user friendly be-
cause while we make sure that 
all the services are available both 
on Tigo Pesa App and USSD plat-
forms, there are some nice ad-
ditional functionalities such as 
being able to look up contacts di-
rectly from the phone contacts, 

or saving the Luku details in my 
favorites for future purchase. 
Once you get access to Tigo Pesa 
App, you just forget USSD.

There have been several cas-
es whereby a customer sends 
money mistakenly to another 
person, how does this new ap-
plication serve in retrieving 
such monies?

We have introduced a self-care 
feature in both USSD and the 
new application which allows 
customers who sent money by 
mistake to initiate self-reversal 
and block the money until the 
reversal is confirmed by all par-
ties. It is very important though 
for customers to make sure that 
they enter the right phone num-
ber. To facilitate this, we have 
included the name check func-
tionality before confirming the 
transfer for both Tigo Pesa user 
and the recipients.

 Does the Tigo Pesa App have 
the ability to work offline? If 
not, does Tigo have plans to 
make this possible?

Unfortunately, the Tigo Pesa 
App does not work offline for 
security reasons but if you use 
the application Tigo network, it 
is zero rated, meaning that if you 
do not have airtime, one can still 
use the network.

Does the application work 
using other carrier networks?

This application works on any 
network or on Wifi but for se-
curity reasons, an OTP will be 
regularly sent to the user’s Tigo 
SIM to confirm that the right 
user is using the Tigo Pesa App. 
The application can also be used 
abroad, with additional security 
features. 

So it means those with fea-
ture phones or ‘vitochi’ can’t 
access the application?

Feature phone owners (vi-
tochi) can access Tigo Pesa ser-
vices via a very simplified and 
user friendly USSD menu.

Tigo’s CTIO hopes biometric 
registration will safeguard safety 
of money transfer platforms

NEW YORK 

The International Monetary Fund 
cut its 2019 economic growth projec-
tion for sub-Saharan Africa this year 
to 3.5%, from 3.8% set last October, 
hot on the heels of a downgrade by 
the World Bank earlier in the week.

The new forecast reflects down-
ward revisions for Angola and Nige-
ria with a softening in oil prices, the 
IMF said in a report published late 
on Tuesday. South Africa, the region’s 
most advanced economy, saw its 
growth trimmed to 1.2% on account 
of policy uncertainty in the economy 
due to upcoming elections in May.

The IMF’s regional growth projec-
tion was more optimistic than that 
of the World Bank, which on Monday 

said economic recovery in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa would take longer than 
previously thought and cut its 2019 
forecast to 2.8% from 3.3%.

The commodity price slump of 
2015 cut short a decade of rapid 
growth for economies in the region. 
While well-diversified economies that 
do not depend on commodities such 
as Rwanda are still posting rapid eco-
nomic expansion, others like Zambia 
have struggled to sustain their growth 
momentum.

Ghana and South Sudan will be the 
fastest-growing economies this year, 
both expanding by 8.8%, the IMF said. 
South Sudan is emerging from years 
of conflict after a peace deal last year, 
which has enabled it to start pumping 
crude oil.

IMF cuts sub-Saharan Africa’s 
2019 growth forecast to 3.5%

Deputy Minister for Finance, Dr Ashatu Kijaji (2nd L) and Halotel Managing Director, Nguyen van Son (3rd R) sampling 
some of the 55 desks donated by the company to Kondoa district’s secondary schools at a ceremony held in Kondoa 
yesterday. Photo: courtesy of Halotel.

Sacha Poignonnec, Co-Founder and Co-CEO of Jumia. 
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devices due to it being modular, 
skinned and scalable as well as 
complementing traditional DTH 
with simultaneous OTT stream-
ing from the cloud-based service 
management, which makes content 
easy to receive at a cost-efficient 
level.

Kindly define the meaning of 
turnkey content delivery and 
what some of the benefits of a 
seamless and integrated multi-
screen user experience that will 
attract consumers in the region 
to want to subscribe to the ser-
vice?

Turnkey content delivery simply 
means that the product is designed, 
supplied, built and installed fully 
complete and ready to operate. 
The operator will just need to turn 
the device on and start using the 
solution. In terms of the benefits 
of the multi-screen experience, 
smartphones and tablets play an 
ever-more central role in our daily 
lives, as audio-visual consumption 
trends evolve. Portable devices are 
increasingly used to watch video 

R
ecently, Eutelsat 
launched a hy-
brid Over The Top 
(OTT) platform 
called Eutelsat 

Cirrus Solution that will revo-
lutionise the country’s broad-
casting industry as is explained 
by the company’s Senior Vice 
President for Commercial De-
velopment and Strategic Part-
nerships, Christoph Limmer 
who spoke to The Banker Re-
porter, excerpts:  

In layman’s language, 
kindly explain the hybrid 
Over The Top (OTT) that 
you are launching and how 
it will impact the broadcast 
sector? 

The demand for content in 
Africa continues to rise and 
OTT solutions are widely be-
ing promoted as the future of 
broadcasting and audiences 
are demanding greater image 
definition. Eutelsat Cirrus will 
provide a content delivery so-
lution via satellite and OTT to 
operators seeking to launch 
or upgrade their service – of-
fering the benefits of quickly 
deployed video services, low 
operational costs, high image 
quality and consistent end-
user experience.

This new hybrid solution is 
designed to facilitate the build-
ing of a content distribution 
business. It will free up broad-
casters to focus on content 
and subscribers while Eutelsat 
takes care of the end-to-end 

logistics, accompanying them 
in maintaining their competi-
tive edge in an increasingly 
complex environment.

What are the disruptions 
likely to be felt in the market 
in terms of content delivery 
with the launch of the hy-
brid OTT application?

The turnkey distribution 
service will provide broad-
casters in Tanzania with an 
end-to-end video distribution 
joint with cloud-based service 
management, with the aim of 
assisting the satellite broad-
casters in providing global 
coverage of content that is 
relevant, convenient and high 
quality to the viewers at a cost 
efficient level.

For instance, will they 
have to get newer models of 
TV sets?

There will not be a need to 
get newer models of TV sets 
as the turnkey distribution 
service and multi-screen via 
OTT interdependently com-
plement the traditional Direct 
To Home (DTH) and the OTT 
streaming through the native 
hybrid platform.

Does the project give op-
tions to consumers who are 
weighed down by the huge 
bills as a result of using the 
expensive cable package, 
and if so, explain how?

The Cirrus hybrid solution 
provides consumers with op-
tions of receiving content 
through iOS and Android 

Better services for smartphone, television 
viewers as Eutelsat launches new application 
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In terms of the benefits of the multi-screen experience, 
smartphones and tablets play an ever-more central role in 
our daily lives, as audio-visual consumption trends evolve. 
Portable devices are increasingly used to watch video content 
on the move, with users demanding high quality on smaller 
screens.

GENEVA 

The fast-changing digital econ-
omy offers huge opportunities 
for developing countries, and 
the world’s poorest nations must 
not be left behind. Bridging gaps 
within their borders is essential, 
as is better cooperation between 
development partners and their 
governments, according to a study 
of a programme spearheaded by 
UNCTAD.

Launched in 2016, UNCTAD’s 
Rapid eTrade Readiness Assess-
ments of Least Developed Coun-
tries (LDCs) have set the standard 
for examining how such nations 
can seize the opportunities of digi-
talization.

The assessments, made at the 
countries’ request, aim to help them 

take stock of their e-commerce ca-
pabilities and formulate related 
recommendations to grow digital 
trade. To date, 17 such assessments 
have been completed, and more 
are on the way. A new policy im-
pact note, released on 3 April dur-
ing UNCTAD’s annual eCommerce 
Week, takes a step back and exam-
ines the overall findings.

Digital economy
“My hope is that this note will en-

able LDCs to better understand the 
policies that should be devised to 
prepare for a digital future and ex-
pand e-commerce effectively along 
with inclusive patterns of develop-
ment,” said Shamika N. Sirimanne, 
who directs UNCTAD’s technology 
and logistics division.

There are currently 47 LDCs, a 
UN category created in 1971 for na-

World’s poorest economies eye digital economy engagement

content on the move, with users 
demanding high quality on smaller 
screens. TV operators can broad-
cast video content in IP format via 
satellite, creating a network dedi-
cated to all IP-native devices such 
as tablets and smartphones.

When is the service likely to be 
deployed in Tanzania and East 
Africa in general?

The solution is already available 
to be deployed in Tanzania and all 
the other countries in East Africa. 

In your opinion, can the infor-
mation technology infrastruc-
ture in Tanzania support the ser-
vice?

The satellite market in Tanza-
nia is growing and the technology 
can support the platform. Eutel-
sat Cirrus will bring together the 
strengths of traditional DTH with 
next-generation features, deliver-
ing an enriched viewer experience 
through live channel broadcasting, 
channel numbering, programme 
information, content security, sub-
scriber and set-top box manage-
ment.

By Ruth Mwaiselage, Stanbic 
Bank Tanzania Limited’s Head, 
Personal Banking 

Tanzania endeavors to become a 
middle-income economy by 2025 
with a desired per capita income of 
U$3,000; this will be a monumen-
tal step towards economic develop-
ment and growth for the country. 

These aspirations can only be 
achieved by investing in human 
capital, in particular creating equal 
opportunities for women and men. 
Human capital is the driver of eco-
nomic transformation and accord-
ing to the National Bureau of Statis-
tics (NBS), the population currently 
stands at over 54 million and is pro-
jected to reach 67 million by 2025. 

Currently, women comprise 51.3 
percent of the population, and 
while they play a key role in house-
hold resilience and sustaining live-
lihoods within Tanzania’s current 
economy, they face considerable 
challenges in other areas. 

For Tanzania to realize its de-
velopment ambitions to attain 
middle-income status, these obsta-
cles need to be addressed in order 
to create a level playing field that 
empowers women to be involved in 
economic development activities 
at the same rate as men. 

Poverty rates are higher for fe-

Women’s space should be accorded to 
realise a financially equitable society

UNCTAD’s director of technology and logistics division. 

tions are deemed highly disadvan-
taged in their development pro-
cess, for structural, historical and 
also geographical reasons. LDCs 
face more than other countries the 
risk of deeper poverty and remain-
ing in a situation of underdevelop-
ment. They are also characterized 
by their vulnerability to external 
economic shocks, natural and man-
made disasters and communicable 
diseases.

As such, the LDCs are in need 
of the highest degree of attention 
from the international community, 
including when it comes to ensur-
ing that the divide between them 
and other countries does not widen 
due to digitalization.

The 17 LDCs assessed so far are: 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
Burkina Faso, Cambodia, Lao Peo-

ple’s Democratic Republic, Libe-
ria, Madagascar, Myanmar, Nepal, 
Samoa, Senegal, Solomon Islands, 
Togo, Uganda, Vanuatu, and Zam-
bia.

With the support of key donors - 
Germany, the Enhanced Integrated 
Framework and the International 
Islamic Trade Finance Corporation 
- another eight countries will bene-
fit from the programme in 2019 and 
12 additional requests have been 
received, including from some non-
LDCs.

The preparation of the Rapid 
eTrade Readiness Assessments is 
supported by the eTrade for all ini-
tiative – a partnership between in-
ternational organizations, regional 
development banks, governments 
and the private sector that helps 
developing countries find informa-

tion and resources on e-commerce 
and the digital economy.

Facing the challenges
According to the policy impact 

note, structural constraints facing 
LDCs tend to hamper the potential 
growth of e-commerce. The study 
points to the low rate  of internet 
users in LDCs, which stands at only 
18% of the population against 81% in 
developed countries.

The barriers to expanding e-com-
merce are manifold and include 
limited awareness  among policy 
and law makers, businesses, ab-
sence of dialogue between the pub-
lic and private sectors, low internet 
access in rural areas, costly access 
to fixed and mobile-broadband in-
ternet, weak legal and regulatory 
frameworks, unsuitable financial 
mechanisms and insufficient busi-

ness development skills, especially 
for micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) to start-up and 
grow e-commerce businesses.

With direct exports taking an av-
erage of nine days to clear LDCs’ 
customs, against 3.9 days in de-
veloped economies, , they need to 
significantly improve the flow of 
goods,  particularly for the delivery 
of small parcels widely used for e-
commerce.

In addition, cash transactions re-
main dominant in LDCs, with credit 
card use of just 1% in 2016 com-
pared to 55% in developed econo-
mies. E-commerce is often seen as 
a means to help women and youth 
climb the economic ladder, but per-
sistent barriers to this in LDCs pre-
vent them from leveling the playing 
field.

male-headed households, 
especially in rural areas. Ac-
cording to the Ministry of 
Health, 60 percent of Tanza-
nian women live in absolute 
poverty because they strug-
gle to access vital resources, 
such as educational oppor-
tunities, credit and financial 
services on a daily basis and 
thus hindering their chances 
for income stability and eco-
nomic opportunities. While 
these challenges are not 
unique to women they are 
a particularly the disadvan-
taged group. 

Additionally, when it 
comes to accessing finan-
cial services, women are 
underserved. A 2018 report 
by FinScope noted that only 
60 percent of women in the 
country have access to fi-
nancial services compared 
to 70 percent of men - while 
30 percent are completely 
excluded from such services 
due to the qualifying criteria. 

Mama Ntilies are a com-
mon feature of the urban 
landscape and when it comes 
to the business arena, wom-
en surpass men as owners of 
micro, small and medium en-
terprises (MSMEs) account-

ing for 54 percent of them in 
the country. As such, women 
should warrant more atten-
tion because they can cata-
lyze the economy into the 
desired middle-income sta-
tus by 2025. 

Stanbic Bank Tanzania has 
joined forces with the United 
Nations (UN) Women’s HeFor-
She movement, which invites 
men and women to stand in 
solidarity for gender equal-
ity. Through the movement, 
we encourage all genders to 
partake as agents of change 
and act against negative ste-
reotypes and behaviours.

It is imperative that finan-
cial services provide not only 
credit options but also equip 
women with information and 
direction to succeed in the 
market. Products and ser-
vices need to be tailored to 
support their business and 
personal financial activities, 
provide convenience to carry 
out daily transactions such 
as transferring funds, pay-
ing bills and monitoring the 
activities on their accounts 
while allowing them to fo-
cus on running and scaling 
up their businesses.  Stanbic 
Bank’s Uhuru Banking is one 

such solution as it is a simple, 
easy, transparent and acces-
sible way of banking that can 
contribute to balancing the 
scale between the genders 
by also providing women the 
right advice and support for 
their financial growth. 

In Tanzania’s social frame-
work, the function of women 
in bolstering households 
cannot be overstated as they 
carry a large financial load 
when it comes to sustaining 
their families. Women are the 
doorway towards improving 
standards of living within 
families in a qualitative and 
quantitative manner. 

In order to empower wom-
en and carve out a level play-
ing field, they must have the 
tools to participate in eco-
nomic and social activities 
as equal citizens, which re-
quires access to opportuni-
ties, information and capa-
bilities.  Once this becomes a 
reality their input will lead to 
a significant improvement in 
the livelihoods of the popu-
lation, creation of jobs and 
household resilience. The 
spirit of Tanzanian women 
will have transformative 
powers on the nation.
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FINANCIAL MARKET

Date: April 9, 2019

Company Closing    Prev  Chg (%)

ACA 6,000.00 6,050.00 -0.83

CRDB 125 125.00 0

DCB 340 340 0

DSE 1,300 1,300 0

EABL 4,660.00 4,780.00 -2.51

JHL 9,100.00 9,300.00 -2.15

KA 120.00 120.00 0

KCB 1,020.00 1,020.00 0

MBP 490.00 490.00 0

MCB 500.00 500.00 0

MKCB 800.00 800.00 0

MUCOB 400.00 400.00 0

NICO 170.00 170.00 0

NMB 2,340.00 2,340.00 0

NMG 1,400.00 1,420.00 -1.41

PAL 400.00 400.00 0

SWALA 490.00 490.00 0

SWIS 1,700.00 1,700.00 0

TBL 11,400.00 11,400.00 0

TCC 17,000 17,000.00 0

TCCL 600.00 600.00 0

TICL 385 385.00 0

TOL 660.00 660.00 0

TPCC 2,100.00 2,100.00 0

TTP 120.00 120.00 0

USL 10.00 10.00 0

VODA 800.00 800.00 0

YETU 600.00 600.00 0

Total Market Capitalization

TZS 19,933.00 bln (USD 8,744.79 mln)    

Indices April 9, 2019

TSI 3,483.00 +0.00

DSEI 2,067.99 -13.87

Exchange Rates (DSE)
Currency  Buying      Selling
EUR 2,591.28 2,617.65

USD 2,268.07 2,290.76

KES 22.38 22.56

GBP 2,947.82 2,977.52

Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange

Date Amount  High  Low  Weighted  

 Traded   Average 

 (Mn USD)

9/Apr/2019 1.30 2,310.00 2,298.40 2,300.92

8/Apr/2019 1.25 2,310.80 2,298.45 2,300.93

5/Apr/2019 1.50 2,311.00 2,298.60 2,300.97

4/Apr/2019 1.50 2,311.00 2,298.55 2,300.94

3/Apr/2019 1.60 2,313.00 2,298.60 2,300.95

2/Apr/2019 1.80 2,315.00 2,298.60 2,300.91

1/Apr/2019 1.30 2,311.00 2,298.50 2,300.95

 Date  Volume  High  Low  Weighted  

 (million-TZS)   Average

    Rate (WAR)

9/Apr/2019 40,100 5.50 4.90 5.04

8/Apr/2019 31,500 5.50 4.90 5.12 

5/Apr/2019 17,500 6.00 5.00 5.06

4/Apr/2019 49,000 5.50 4.75 5.02

3/Apr/2019 37,500 6.00 4.75 5.20

Interbank Foreign Exchange Market (IFEM)

Inter-bank Local Money Markets

DSE MARKET SUMMARY

TSI 3,483.00 +0.00

DSEI 2,067.99 -13.87

TRADING STATS

Market Cap (bln) 19,932.99

Equity Turnover 2,305,880.00

Total Volume 8,241

Total Deals 10

TOP MOVERS

CRDB 125 7,990

TBL 11,400 100

NMB 2,340 80

GAINERS & LOSERS

Company Price Change

JHL 9,100 -2.15%

EABL 4,660 -2.51%

ACA 6,000 -0.83%

NMG 1,400 -1.41%

Tanzania Shilling On Average bases

The USDTZS traded at 2,310.0000 on Thursday April 4. His-

torically, the Tanzania Shilling reached an all time high of 2360 

in March of 2019 and a record low of 1014.30 in December 

of 2004.

Shilling

2,300.92

Inlation

3.1

Year 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971  1972 1973

TZ/USD 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.14 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.03 7.14 7.14  7.14 7.02

Year 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993  1994 1995

TZ/USD 7.13 7.37 8.38 8.29 7.71 8.22 8.20 8.28 9.28 11.14 15.29 17.47 32.70 64.26 99.29 143.38 195.06 219.16 297.71 405.27  509.63 574.76

Year 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

TZ/USD 579.98 612.12 664.67 744.76 800.41 876.41 966.58 1,038.42 1,089.33 1,128.93 1,251.90 1,245.04 1,196.31 1,320.31 1,434.75 1574.35 1583.17 1599.22 1661.85  1977.63  2,188.24 2,240.26

Tanzanian

Shilling

History

Africa Actual Change Daily Weekly Monthly Yearly

NSE-All Share 29,162  454.14 -1.53% -4.47% -7.82% -27.87%

JALSH-All Share 57,993  6.78 0.01% 1.46% 4.34% 2.19%

FTSE/JSE TOP 40 51,720  14.21 0.03% 1.51% 4.72% 3.37%

Egypt EGX 30 15,072  39.24 -0.26% -0.62% 0.61% -14.84%

Casablanca CFG 25 10,951  64.92 -0.59% -0.89% -1.37% -15.34%

NSE All Share 159  0.28 -0.18% 0.14% 2.52% -17.52%

Nairobi 20 2,845  2.21 -0.08% -0.17% -1.68% -25.33%

DSEI 2,082  4.14 0.20% 1.05% -0.38% -14.32%

TUN 6,928  39.66 -0.57% 0.96% -1.59% -1.46%

GGSECI 2,378  28.22 -1.17% -1.42% -2.46% -29.97%

Gaborone 7,877  3.99 0.05% -0.11% -0.06% -7.83%

NSX Overall 1,370  1.01 -0.07% 1.21% 3.37% -0.36%

SEMDEX 2,186  0.18 0.01% 1.19% -0.39% -4.60%

Zimbabwe Industrial Index 413  2.43 0.59% 1.05% -12.13% 40.56%

All Share Index : 09 April 2019

Share

0.99%

The DSEI increased 49 points or 2.43% since the beginning of 2019, according to trading on 
a contract for difference (CFD) that tracks this benchmark index from Tanzania. Historically, 
the Tanzania All Share Index DSEI reached an all time high of 3686.97 in January of 2019 
and a record low of 1161.30 in December of 2010.

Fuel Wef. Wednesday, 6th Mar 2019 

CROPS, PRICE PER 100KG APRIL 1, 2019

LONDON, April 10. (Reuters) - Gold held 
steady near a two-week high on Wednesday 
as world equities retreated after the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) cut its global 
growth outlook ahead of the release of min-
utes from the U.S. Federal Reserve’s March 
meeting.

Spot gold was unchanged at $1,304.35 an 
ounce at 1009 GMT, having touched its high-
est since March 28 on Tuesday at $1,306.09. 
U.S. gold futures were lat at $1,308.50.

“It (gold) seems to be very much stuck at the 
moment ... part of the issue is most of the 
developments haven’t really been much of 
a surprise to the market,” said Capital Eco-
nomics analyst Ross Strachan, adding that 
the growth downgrade by the IMF was also 
widely anticipated.

Gold was also supported by central bank pur-
chases and a signiicant move lower in U.S. 
equity markets will boost prices, Strachan 
said.

The IMF had said on Tuesday that the global 
economy is slowing more than expected and 
a sharp downturn could require world leaders 
to coordinate stimulus measures.

Central banks around the world were increas-
ing their gold stockpiles, with China raising its 
reserves for a fourth straight month in March.

Gold is widely viewed as a safe investment 
during times of political and economic uncer-

tainty.

A recent rally in global shares stalled as U.S. 
President Donald Trump threatened more 
tarifs against the European Union, though 
the prospect of stimulus measures from the 
European Central Bank (ECB) kept them 
from falling too far.

“The dollar is not doing too much at the mo-
ment ... that has sort of reduced volatility in 
gold prices in the short term. But the longer 
term outlook is fairly constructive for gold,” 
said ING analyst Warren Patterson.

Gold is likely to move into the $1,350-$1,380 
range towards the second half of the year, 
Patterson added.

Investors were also awaiting the release of 
the Federal Open Market Committee’s min-
utes from its March meeting and the ECB’s 
policy decision, both due later on Wednes-
day.

Holdings in the world’s largest gold-backed 
exchange-traded fund, SPDR Gold Trust, 
fell for the seventh consecutive session on 
Tuesday and are at their lowest level since 
November.

In other metals, spot platinum rose 0.6 per-
cent to $892.16 an ounce. On Monday it 
touched its highest since last May at $914.74.

Palladium lost 0.3 percent to $1,385 while sil-
ver irmed by 0.2 percent to $15.24. 

Gold steadies near two-week peak on economic growth fears

* Markets await U.S. Fed minutes and ECB policy decision

* SPDR gold holdings drop for seventh session running

LONDON, April 10. (Reuters) - Oil prices rose on 
Wednesday back toward ive-month highs hit the pre-
vious day as OPEC production cuts and U.S. sanc-
tions on Iran and Venezuela continued to tighten sup-
ply, though economic worries increased.

International benchmark Brent futures were up 36 
cents, or 0.5 percent, at $70.97 a barrel by 1050 GMT. 
U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude oil futures 
were up 45 cents, or 0.7 percent, at $64.43.

Oil markets have tightened this year because of U.S. 
sanctions on oil exporters Iran and Venezuela, as 
well as supply cuts by the Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) and some non-
ailiated producers including Russia, a group known 
as OPEC+.

Brent and WTI crude oil futures have risen by about 
30 percent and 40 percent respectively since the start 
of the year.

“The global oil market is clearly moving back toward 
balance thanks to OPEC+ production cuts,” ING bank 
said.

OPEC is expected to release its monthly oil market 
report at 1110 GMT.

The Dutch bank said the reduction was not only down 
to voluntary supply cuts, which the group started this 
year to prop up prices, but also involuntary curbs 
from Venezuela and Iran - which are exempt from the 
OPEC cut pact - because of U.S. sanctions.

“Declines from these two exempt countries account for 
almost 47 percent of the reduction seen from OPEC,” 
ING added.

But Russia’s role in the pact came into focus after a 
senior Russian oicial signaled that Moscow might 
seek to raise output, though President Vladimir Putin 
indicated on Tuesday that current prices suited Rus-
sia.

“The Russian camp is increasingly coy about extend-
ing supply cuts. Suice to say this may throw a span-
ner in the works for a sustained price recovery,” said 
PVM analyst Stephen Brennock.

Not all regions are in tight supply, however.

U.S. crude stocks rose by 4.1 million barrels to 455.8 
million barrels in the week to April 5, data from indus-
try group the American Petroleum Institute showed on 
Tuesday, though gasoline and distillate inventories fell 
more than expected.

But in its third downgrade on global growth since 
October, the IMF warned on Tuesday that the glob-
al economy was slowing more than expected and a 
sharp downturn may be looming.

Slower growth would undermine fuel demand and 
could put a cap on prices.

The IMF said the global economy is likely to grow by 
3.3 percent this year, the slowest since 2016. The 
forecast cut 0.2 percentage points from the IMF’s out-
look in January.

Oil up on tight supply, but economic slowdown weighs

SUBJECT UMOJA  WEKEZA WATOTO   JIKIMU LIQUID

 FUND MAISHA  EX-ID TZS /=3

1. Net Asset Value     

(MTshs.) 214,781 1,183 3,106 19,708 41,790

2.Net Asset Value per unit

(Tshs.) 566.7234 387.7299 329.7140 124.6684 206.3582

3. Sale Price per Unit

(Tshs.) 566.7234 387.7299 329.7140 124.6684 206.3582

4. Repurchase Price per Unit

(Tshs.) 561.0561 379.9753 326.4169 122.1750 206.3582 
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Region  Maize   Rice   Sorghum      Bulrush Millet        Finger Millet   Wheat   Beans   Round potatoes 

  Low  High  Low  High  Low  High  Low  High  Low  High  Low  High  Low  High  Low  High

 Arusha 50000 57000 160000 200000 38000 40000 40000 40000 70000 72000 85000 87000 100000 150000 65000 70000

D’Salaam 60000 70000 140000 210000 60000 60000 60000 60000 110000 140000 130000 130000 180000 220000 50000 80000

Dodoma 50000 53000 155000 195000 31000 35000 32000 34000 65000 75000 160000 160000 150000 170000 55000 66000

Geita  48000 57000 125000 130000 100000 180000 175000 180000 NA NA 165000 180000 120000 170000 65000 70000

Iringa 35000 37000 160000 200000 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 130000 150000 57000 60000

Kagera 55000 60000 136000 185000 90000 100000 100000 110000 120000 150000 NA NA 95000 150000 65000 75000

Kilimanjaro 40000 40000 180000 180000 70000 80000 NA NA 180000 180000 98000 98000 180000 180000 50000 50000

Kigoma 45000 45000 140000 160000 100000 100000 100000 100000 150000 150000 150000 150000 140000 140000 90000 90000

Lindi  70000 80000 150000 200000 140000 150000 NA NA 180000 200000 NA NA  170000 200000 100000 100000

Mara 55000 75000 150000 150000 75000 75000 NA NA  NA  NA  NA NA 180000 180000 80000 100000

Manyara  60000 60000 150000 200000 36000 42000 80000 100000 100000 120000 100000 120000 122000 130000 60000 60000

Mbeya  42000 42000 170000 175000 100000 105000 NA NA 110000 120000 130000 130000 170000 210000 50000 50000

Morogoro  45000 48000 150000 165000 71000 71000 71000 71000 150000 155000 147500 163000 173500 185000 74000 82000

Mtwara 47000 48000 160000 190000 100000 100000 NA NA 180000 190000 NA NA 170000 180000 110000 115000

Mwanza 62000 62000 170000 180000 NA NA 150000 160000 150000 160000 NA NA 140000 160000 70000 70000

Njombe  35000 40000 150000 210000 NA NA NA NA 120000 125000 95000 100000 140000 175000 35000 40000

Rukwa 40000 40000 130000 170000 70000 70000 NA NA 140000 160000 90000 100000 90000 150000 50000 75000

Ruvuma 32000 40000 170000 200000 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 130000 150000 70000 70000

    AVERAGE PRICES FOR FOOD CROPS
TSH/100KG 

Maize 53640.00 Finger Millet 144052.63

Rice 183125.00 Wheat 129866.67

Sorghum 80476.19 Beans 175416.67

Bulrush Millet 84066.67 Round potatoes 71458.33

GOLD OIL COPPER

$71$1,304 ---

 Actual  Chg  %Chg

EURUSD 1.12785  0.00195 0.17%

GBPUSD 1.31052  0.00432 0.33%

AUDUSD 0.71483  0.00223 0.31%

NZDUSD 0.6755  0.0017 0.25%

USDJPY 111.31  0.16 -0.14%

USDCNY 6.71299  0.00391 -0.06%

USDCHF 0.99842  0.00028 -0.03%

USDCAD 1.32997  0.00133 -0.10%

USDMXN 18.9382  0.0218 -0.11%

USDINR 69.56  0.0100 0.01%

USDBRL 3.8488  0.0002 -0.01%

USDRUB 64.6951  0.1649 -0.25%

US Dollar 96.89  0.16 -0.17%

BTCUSD 5,210.00  78 -1.47%

Foreign Exchange- April 9

Energy Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Crude Oil 62.0835 0.06% 3.27% 10.47% 0.07%
Brent 69.2927 -0.10% 1.32% 5.01% 3.25%
Natural gas 2.6412 -0.23% -0.78% -7.03% -2.21%
Gasoline 1.9297 -0.38% 1.83% 7.89% -1.25%
Heating oil 2.0091 -0.14% 1.83% -0.33% 2.64%
Ethanol 1.2931 -0.84% -3.86% -3.79% -9.82%
Naphtha 542.85 -0.25% 1.87% 3.46% -5.01%
Propane 0.62 -0.74% -7.11% -9.46% -16.69%
Uranium 25.75 -0.39% 2.79% -8.53% 22.62%

Metals Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Gold 1286.51 -0.28% -0.43% 0.00% -3.49%
Silver 15.166 0.03% 0.20% 0.62% -7.24%
Platinum 906.8 1.02% 7.25% 9.68% -0.63%
Palladium 1,333.15 -2.40% -3.64% -13.33% 48.05%
Manganese 39.5 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% -3.66%
Neodymium 372,500.00 0.00% -0.67% -4.49% -16.76%
Rhodium 3,050.00 -0.65% -8.82% 7.77% 49.51%

Agricultural Price Day Weekly Monthly Yearly

Soybeans 899.4717 -0.58% 1.72% 1.09% -12.99%
Wheat 465.8774 -1.06% 1.78% 5.76% -1.35%
Cotton 77.58 0.34% -0.04% 6.20% -6.01%
Rice 10.525 -0.24% -3.00% -0.94% -15.85%

Town Petrol Diesel Kerosene
 (TZS/Litre)  (TZS/Litre)  (TZS/Litre)

Dar es Salaam 2,098 2,131 2,096

Arusha 2,191 2,195 2,286

Pwani 2,102 2,135 2,101

Dodoma 2,157 2,189 2,155

Geita 2,263 2,296 2,262

Iringa 2,162 2,195 2,161

Kagera (Bukoba) 2,313 2,346 2,312

Katavi (Mpanda) 2,306 2,339 2,304

Kigoma 2,329 2,362 2,328

Moshi 2,181 2,185 2,276

Lindi 2,141 2,236 2,155

Manyara  2,225 2,229 2,320

Mara 2,276 2,309 2,275

Mbeya 2,205 2,238 2,204

Morogoro 2,123 2,156 2,121

Mtwara 2,127 2,222 2,169

Mwanza 2,248 2,281 2,247

Njombe 2,190 2,223 2,189

Rukwa (S’wanga) 2,271 2,304 2,269

Ruvuma (Songea) 2,213 2,308 2,220

Shinyanga 2,227 2,260 2,225

Singida 2,188 2,221 2,187

Songwe (Vwawa) 2,214 2,247 2,213

Tabora 2,252 2,285 2,251

World Commodities ($) 5 April 2019

Inlation 3.1% - February 2019: Top Movers

Exchange Rates for April 10, 2019
  
Currency in 100 Units Spot Buying Spot Selling

EAST AFRICAN CURRENCIES

Kenya SHS 2,260.06 2,280.40

Uganda SHS 57.32 61.35

Rwandan Franc 248.41 255.01

Burundi Franc 218.12 219.76

     

OTHER SELECTED CURRENCIES

USD 227,813.86 230,092.00

Pound STG 297,456.56 300,523.16

EURO 256,905.69 259,497.76

Canadian $ 171,456.21 173,118.65

Switz. Franc 227,973.44 230,230.14

Japanese YEN 2,046.85 2,066.76

Swedish Kronor 24,640.78 24,876.42

Norweg. Kronor 26,715.51 26,970.02

Danish Kronor 34,420.25 34,759.20

Australian $ 162,750.22 164,492.77

Indian RPS 3,286.88 3,318.70

Pakistan RPS 1,533.72 1,620.25

Zambian Kwacha 18,739.99 19,039.47

Malawian Kwacha 290.18 309.23

Mozambique-MET 3,537.48 3,567.32

Zimbabwe $ 42.63 43.49

SDR 316,123.63 319,284.86

Gold (T/O) 296,639,094.33 299,675,410.24

S. African Rand 16,249.21 16,388.32

UAE Dirham 62,027.30 62,635.63

Singapore $ 168,451.54 170,073.18

Honk Kong $ 29,049.74 29,338.37

Saud Arabian Rial 60,745.50 61,351.32

Kuwait Dinar 748,870.39 756,085.70

Botswana Pula 21,460.07 21,812.72

Chinese Yuan 33,945.83 34,278.65

Malaysia Ringgit 55,672.99 56,174.80

South Korea Won 200.11 201.76

Newzealand 153,614.89 155,197.05
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JERUSALEM

BENJAMIN Netanyahu appears head-
ed toward a historic fifth term as Israel’s 
prime minister, with close-to-complete 
unofficial election results giving his 
right-wing Likud and other nationalist 
and religious parties a solid majority in 
parliament.

With 97.4% of the vote counted, Likud 
and its traditional political allies were in 
command of a 65-55 majority in parlia-
ment.  A couple of small parties were 
still teetering along the electoral thresh-
old and fighting for their survival, so the 
final makeup of the next parliament has 
yet to be decided. Final results were ex-
pected Thursday.

The outcome affirmed Israel’s contin-
ued tilt to the right and further dimmed 
hopes of a negotiated solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Re-election 
will give him an important boost as he 
braces for the likelihood of criminal 
charges in a series of corruption scan-
dals.

Two of his potential allies, hawk-
ish former Defense Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman and economic-centric Fi-
nance Minister Moshe Kahlon, have 
yet to formally confirm they would sit 
with Netanyahu and could emerge as 
wildcards. In any case, the country now 
faces what could be weeks of political 
negotiations over the composition of a 
ruling coalition.

But under nearly every scenario, Ne-
tanyahu was the big winner. The long-
time Israeli leader had fought a tight, 
ugly race against centrist ex-military 
chief Benny Gantz, whose nascent Blue 
and White party emerged as a viable 
alternative to Netanyahu’s decade in 
power. 

 The near-final results showed it dead-
locked with Likud at 35 seats. But most 
of its support seems to have come at the 
expense of the venerable Labor and left-
ist Meretz parties, who both earned his-
toric lows in Tuesday’s election.

Together with his current Jewish ul-

tra-Orthodox and nationalist partners, 
Netanyahu seemed to have a clear path 
toward building a coalition government 
that has a majority in the 120-seat parlia-
ment.

With a victory, Netanyahu would cap-
ture a fourth consecutive term and fifth 
overall, which this summer will make 
him Israel’s longest-ever serving leader, 
surpassing founding father David Ben-
Gurion.  “It’s a night of tremendous 
victory,” Netanyahu told supporters. “I 
was very moved that the nation of Israel 
once again entrusted me for the fifth 
time, and with an even greater trust.”

He said he had already begun talking 
to fellow right wing and religious parties 
about forming a new coalition.

“I want to make it clear, it will be a 
right-wing government, but I intend 
to be the prime minister of all Israeli 
citizens, right or left, Jews and non-Jews 
alike,” he said.

Netanyahu’s message of unity was 
a sharp contrast from his campaign 
theme in which he accused Gantz of 
conspiring with Arab parties to topple 
him. Arab leaders accused Netanyahu 
of demonizing the country’s Arab com-
munity, which is about 20 percent of the 
population.

His attacks on the Arab sector fueled 
calls for a boycott and appeared to re-
sult in relatively low turnout by Arab 
voters.

Overnight, with fewer of the votes 
counted, Blue and White still appeared 
to be ahead by one seat and Gantz 
projected optimism that he would be 
tasked with building a coalition. But by 
morning, he seemed to have realized his 
dream of becoming prime minister was 
lost, even if he didn’t formally concede 
defeat.

“Though the skies appear gloomy, 
nothing is final. There could be changes 
and some political options could open 
up,” he wrote to his supporters. “Our 
voters asked for hope and we gave it to 
them. They wanted a different way and 
we outlined it.”   Agencies

ALGIERS, Algeria 

THE Algerian senator named to tem-
porarily fill the office vacated by former 
President Abdelaziz Bouteflika said he 
would act quickly to arrange an “hon-
est and transparent” election to usher 
in an “Algeria of the future.”

Abdelkader Bensalah, an ally of 
Bouteflika’s, spoke on national tel-
evision hours after his appointment 
as Algeria’s interim president brought 
immediate protests. In the streets of 
the capital, protesters who want the 
country’s established political hierar-
chy dismantled shouted, “Out with the 
system.”

Bensalah, the head of the upper 
house of the Algerian Parliament, 
vowed to establish a “sovereign” body 
to organize a presidential election 
within 90 days. Under That’s the consti-
tutional limit for how long he can serve 
as interim president.

The North African country’s influ-
ential military stayed silent on the ap-
pointment. It said only that it would 
work to ensure the “tranquility” of the 
country that was led for two decades 
by the ailing Bouteflika, 82, before he 
stepped down a week ago after weeks 
of nationwide protests and with a push 
from the chief of the army.

 Bensalah said the election body 
would be set up with help from politi-
cal parties and civil society to lay down 
conditions for “honest and transparent 
elections.” He can’t run for president 
himself when the election is held.

“It is a sincere and loyal hand that I 
give you to overcome differences and 
take part in a historic collective action 
equal to the challenges... to achieve the 
supreme goal, lay the groundwork for 
the Algeria of the future,” he told the 
nation.

There was no immediate reaction to 
the speech.

A student protest earlier Tuesday 
was timed to coincide with the Algerian 
Parliament’s designation of Bensalah as 
interim president. Members of the op-
position abstained from the vote.

“We are against the nomination of 
Bensalah. The people has stated its will 
many times, we will stick to this and 
won’t change our minds. We are not go-
ing to stop, to rest or to give up at all,” 
said protester Mohammed Bouraoui.

The protesters held creative signs, 

including one woman carrying a sign 
reading “I’m a student in oceanic stud-
ies, and my nation is drowning in a sea 
of corruption.”

Within an hour, police moved in on 
the demonstrators, dousing them with 
pepper spray, shooting bursts from 
a water cannon and using batons to 
break up the crowd of thousands on a 
central avenue.

The clash contrasted with the weeks 
of overwhelmingly peaceful protests 
forced Bouteflika to step down last 
week after 20 years in office.

A pro-democracy movement domi-
nated by young Algerians frustrated 
by corruption, unemployment and re-
pression has offered them hope. It also 
raised international concerns about 
what’s next for this energy-rich country 
that’s a key partner in the international 
fight against terrorism.

The Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment on Tuesday that the army will 
work to ensure “the Algerian people’s 
legitimate right to enjoy total tranquil-
ity for the present and the future.”

The inconclusive statement suggests 
the army will wait to see if there are 
more protests on Friday before decid-
ing whether to throw its support be-
hind Bensalah or not. The statement 
didn’t specifically address Bensalah’s 
appointment.

Algeria’s powerful army chief, Gen 
Ahmed Gaid Salah, turned against the 

longtime president last week and sided 
with the protesters, prompting Boutef-
lika’s resignation. However, many pro-
testers have shown frustration with the 
army, too.

With Bouteflika out, protesters are 
mainly focusing their anger on other 
key figures, dubbed the “three Bs”: 
Bensalah, Prime Minister Noureddine 
Bedoui and the head of the Constitu-
tional Council, Tayeb Belaiz.

“Out with Bensalah, Belaiz and 
Bedoui!” shouted protesters at Tues-
day’s rally in Algiers, which converged 
at the plaza in front of the main post 
office, a symbol of the country’s pro-
democracy movement.

Bensalah, 77, has cultivated a low-key 
profile despite holding numerous po-
sitions over the past quarter-century. 
With a career as a devoted public serv-
ant, he has no political weight, and his 
powers as transitional leader are re-
duced. 

Bedoui has a starkly different profile. 
He was among the early promoters of 
a fifth mandate for the ailing Bouteflika 
— the trigger for the crisis. Mohamed 
Saidj, a political science professor, says 
that as interior minister, Bedoui also 
was behind forbidding doctors and hu-
man rights organizations from protest-
ing.

As for Belaiz, “everyone knows that 
he is Bouteflika’s man,” Saidj said in a 
recent interview.    Agencies

Algeria’s interim leader pledges 
to hold ‘honest’ election

BRUSSELS

CHINA and the European Un-
ion (EU) on Tuesday reiterated 
their shared commitment to fur-
ther cementing their partnership 
and safeguarding free trade and 
multilateralism.

The reaffirmation was made in 
a joint statement issued after the 
21st China-EU leaders’ meeting in 
Brussels, which was co-chaired 

by visiting Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang, President of the Euro-
pean Council Donald Tusk and 
President of the European Com-
mission Jean-Claude Juncker.

TWO-WAY OPENING-UP
During the leaders’ meeting, 

both sides reaffirmed their com-
mitment to deepening the Chi-
na-EU comprehensive strategic 
partnership for peace, growth, 

reform and civilization based on 
the principles of mutual respect, 
trust, equality and mutual ben-
efit, by comprehensively imple-
menting the China-EU 2020 Stra-
tegic Agenda for Cooperation.

China and the EU commit to 
achieve in the course of 2019 the 
decisive progress required, nota-
bly with regard to the liberaliza-
tion commitments, for the con-
clusion of an ambitious China-EU 

Comprehensive Investment 
Agreement in 2020, said the joint 
statement.

The high level of ambition, 
it added, will be reflected in 
substantially improved market 
access, the elimination of dis-
criminatory requirements and 
practices affecting foreign in-
vestors, the establishment of a 
balanced investment protection 
framework and the inclusion of 

provisions on investment and 
sustainable development.

“China is ready to work with 
Europe to promote two-way 
opening-up and provide a level 
playing field for our companies 
to strengthen cooperation in 
each other’s countries,” said the 
premier in a signed article pub-
lished Monday as he kicked off 
the ongoing visit to the continent.

According to official statistics, 

the EU has been China’s top trad-
ing partner for 15 years in a row, 
while China has been the EU’s 
second largest trading partner 
for years running. Two-way trade 
hit a new record of 682.16 billion 
U.S. dollars in 2018.

In June, China will further 
shorten its negative list for for-
eign investment, adopt the prin-
ciple of deeming areas that are 
not on the list as fully open, and 

continue to improve its business 
environment, Li said at a joint 
press conference with Tusk and 
Juncker after their meeting.

While meeting with Belgian 
Prime Minister Charles Michel 
earlier in the day, the Chinese 
premier said China is willing to 
expand imports from Belgium of 
high value-added products that 
meet the demand of the Chinese 
market.              Xinhua

China, EU pledge to deepen partnership, defend multilateralism

ST. PETERSBURG

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin 
is convinced that Russia “didn’t sleep 
past” any opportunities to develop 
natural resources in the Arctic.

“Of course, not,” the Russian leader 
said answering a question on whether 
Russia has missed any of the resource 
opportunities in the Arctic at the 5th 
International Arctic Forum. 

He pointed out that the Arctic pos-
sesses “truly colossal resources on a 
global scale. 

Firstly, we have around 13 billion 
tonnes of oil and 95 trillion cubic me-
ters of natural gas concentrated there.” 
“We have already started extracting 
these resources,” Putin recalled.

He cited the example of the Yamal 
LNG project. “No matter how the sanc-
tion tools [of the West against Russia] 
work, still the first Yamal LNG gas ship-
ment was sent to the US. It’s funny, but 
that’s a fact. 

Trade goes on. It means that wher-
ever our US partners, friends, can 
profit, they implement everything. If 
it’s not profitable for them, they tight-
en the screws on something,” the Rus-
sian leader believes. 

According to Putin, the US “hasn’t 
been very considerate of other coun-
tries’ interests lately.”

“We will still implement other pro-
jects and expand this particular one,” 
President Putin vowed. Speaking 
about whether an alternative source 
of energy can substitute carbon fuels, 
he said, “It remains a question now.” 

   Agencies

Putin blasts US for its 
stance on sanctions

Netanyahu appears headed 
toward 5th term as PM

UNITED NATIONS

MORE than 175 million children, 
about half of all pre-primary-age chil-
dren globally, are not enrolled in pre-
primary education, said the United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) in 
a report released on Tuesday. 

In low-income countries, the pic-
ture is much bleaker, with only one in 
five young children enrolled in pre-
primary education, said UNICEF’s 
first-ever global report on pre-prima-
ry education. 

“Pre-primary schooling is our 
children’s educational foundation -- 
every stage of education that follows 
relies on its success,” said UNICEF Ex-
ecutive Director Henrietta Fore. “Yet, 
too many children around the world 
are denied this opportunity. This in-
creases their risk of repeating grades 
or dropping out of school altogether 
and relegates them to the shadows of 
their more fortunate peers.” 

The report revealed that children 
enrolled in at least one year of pre-
primary education are more likely to 

develop the critical skills they need 
to succeed in school. Children in pre-
primary education are more than 
twice as likely to be on track in early 
literacy and numeracy skills than 
children missing out on early learn-
ing. 

The report noted that household 
wealth, mothers’ education level and 
geographical location are among the 
key determinants for pre-primary 
attendance. However, poverty is the 
single largest determining factor. 

Across 64 countries, the poorest 

children are seven times less likely 
than children from the wealthiest 
families to attend early childhood 
education programs, according to 
the report. 

More than two-thirds of pre-pri-
mary-age children living in 33 coun-
tries affected by conflict or disaster 
are not enrolled in early childhood 
education programs. Yet, these are 
the children for whom pre-primary 
education has some of the greatest 
benefits. 

   Xinhua

175m children not getting pre-primary education - UNICEF

Abdelkader Bensalah

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu (center) waves to his supporters after polls 
for Israel’s general elections closed in Tel Aviv, Israel, yesterday. (AP)

WASHINGTON

DAVID Malpass on Tuesday took 
office as the president of the World 
Bank Group, and said he looks for-
ward to undertaking the task with 
enthusiasm.

Malpass made his debut as the 
13th president of the World Bank at 
its headquarters in Washington D.C. 
Tuesday morning. 

“I want to thank the Board of Direc-
tors and the Governors for selecting 
me,” he told reporters.Malpass, for-
mer undersecretary for international 
affairs at the U.S. Treasury Depart-
ment, was chosen by U.S. President 
Donald Trump in early February as 
the U.S. candidate for the post, fol-
lowing the abrupt resignation of for-

David Malpass takes office as World Bank president

mer World Bank chief Jim Yong Kim.
Malpass, 63, has secured approval 

from the World Bank’s board after a 
campaign without competition. 

The World Bank Group announced 
in a statement Friday that he was se-
lected as its president for a five-year 
term beginning on April 9, 2019.

“There is a clear mission for the 
bank: poverty alleviation and shared 
prosperity. These goals are urgent, and 

I think we need a clear focus on achiev-
ing outcomes,” he said.

Malpass also highlighted challenges 
such as climate change, women’s role 
in economic growth, and the need for 
stronger growth. “The bank has re-
sources, it has staff, it has the ability to 
actually have an impact,” he said.

Candidates picked by the United 
States, the World Bank’s largest share-
holder with 16 percent of its voting 
power, have all ended up assuming the 
leadership post since the institution’s 
inception in 1944.

Malpass, who once criticized the 
World Bank, has raised concerns with-
in the international development com-
munity over his skepticism about the 
role of the bank and multilateralism.

   Xinhua

KIGALI

RWANDAN media practitioners on 
Tuesday evening paid homage to the 
journalists killed in the 1994’s geno-
cide as part of a 100-day commemora-
tion starting on April 7.

In remembrance of the victims, 
about 300 journalists, social media 
influencers and families of fallen jour-
nalists walked 1.6 km from the Kigali 
Car Free Zone to the Kigali Conference 
and Exhibition Village. 

  The walking is part of the event 
named Reflection Day on Media and 
Genocide, where journalists reflected 
on the media’s role in the genocide 
and examined their role in society’s 

transformation. 
Media practitioners should exercise 

professionalism in their work, Rwan-
dan Minister of Local Government An-
astase Shyaka said at a memorial cer-
emony during the event, adding that 
the slain journalists stood for truth 
despite the tough moments. 

Names of about 60 journalists 
known to have been killed during the 
genocide were read out at the cer-
emony. The event also included a pe-
nal discussion themed Media Respon-
sibility in the age of Fake News, Hate 
Speech and Denial. 

The 1994 genocide killed 500,000 to 
1 million people, mainly ethnic Tutsis.

   Xinhua  

Rwandan media practitioners pay tribute 

to journalists killed in 1994’s genocide

BEIJING

CHINA has revised several regula-
tions on administrative procedures as 
part of efforts to improve government 
services and advance reform.

Stipulations in six administrative reg-
ulations were amended because they 
were inconsistent with the initiative to 
enable access to government services 
via website and online processing, ac-
cording to a circular on the decision 
to make the revisions made public 
Wednesday.

Premier Li Keqiang signed a State 
Council decree to release the circular.

Aiming to encourage online approv-
als and processing, the revisions in-
volve procedures for social insurance 
registration, real property registration, 
and real estate development enterprise 
registration.

The revised stipulations include sim-
plifying approvals on the excavation of 
urban roads, procedures for helping 
employees open housing provident 
fund accounts, and enabling cyber-
space cultural service applicants to get 
approvals online.

The new regulations went into effect 
yesterday.    Xinhua

China revises rules 
for online access to 
government services
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Top seven players to 
watch out for at the 2019 
U-17 Africa Cup of Nations            

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

T
HE 13th edition of the 
biannual Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) U-17 
finals will kick off in Dar 
es Salaam on Sunday. 

It is a rich tournament where 
African talents are showcased and 
future football stars are made.

In this article we look at seven top 
young players to watch out for at 
this tournament, which is hosted in 
Tanzania for the very first time. 

These are players who performed 
well for their teams in the zonal 
qualifiers and the UEFA Assist 
tournament in Turkey.

1. Faye Ngor – Senegal
Senegal is a very strong and 

organized team, good to watch with 

some good players. Fayer Mikayil 
Ngor is one of the stand out players 
in this team.

The left footed central defender 
from the famous Diambars 

Academy is only 14 years old but has 
good size, calm, assured on the ball, 
never panics, and a fantastic passing 
range. He has a massive potential.

2. Olaniyan Alfred – Nigeria
Olaniyan Olatomi Alfred, 17 years 

old is a small, strong, very intelligent 
number 10. In the UEFA Assist 
tournament he was at the centre of 
everything good for Nigeria going 
forward. He had great use of the 
ball, opened up defences with great 
through balls, giving assists to the 
main striker. A very good player who 
will be a threat to any team Nigeria 
faces in the tournament.

3. Kelvin John – Tanzania
Kelvin John is an out and out 

number nine, he grabs goals. He 
scored six in the CECAFA zonal 
qualifiers and was voted the best 

performer of the tournament.
He is fast and scores with ease. 

Interestingly, John is the top goal 
scorer in the history of the Tanzania 
U-17 team with 11 goals. He has drawn 
comparisons to Kylian Mbappe, he 
is definitely one to watch out at the 
tournament.

4. Lionel Wamba – Cameroon
Lionel Wamba is a big strong, 

typical number nine, knows where 
the goal is, has good first touch 
and can finish. He impressed 
many people with his impressive 
performances in the tournament 
and attracted interest from many top 
European club

5. Bah Algassime-Guinea
Guinea is another strong team 

from West Africa with good players, 
the one player who stood out in the 
UEFA Assist tournament was Bah 
Algassime.

Bah is a tall, strong offensive player, 
who plays anywhere across a front 
three, has good technical ability and 
chips in with a couple of goals, is a 
quick and a clever player.

6. Thomas Kakaire- Uganda
Thomas Kakaire is an intelligent 

midfielder, who plays almost in the 
number 10 position, he has good use 
of the ball, good forward, effective 
passing and good energy. He scored 
three goals as his team emerged 
winners in the CECAFA Zonal 
qualifiers in Tanzania.

7. Zito Luvumbo- Angola
Zito Luvumbo is a product of 

Angola’s Primeiro de Agosto. He 
caught international attention during 
the Cosafa zonal qualifiers where he 
inspired his nation to lift the title. 

He scored three goals and won 
the player of the tournament award. 
He has attracted strong interest 
from Manchester United who took 
him for assessment and are said 
to be impressed enough to have 
considered offering a deal that 
could see him being loaned out to 
a top-flight Portuguese club to gain 
experience.

Tanzania’s national U-17 soccer team, Serengeti Boys, will battle it out in the 2019 U-17 AFCON finals.

Amunike aims to exceed 
achievements of ‘Father’ Keshi

By Colin Udoh, Special to ESPN 

“EMMANUEL Amunike, he 
believes in God. When you 
see him play, so will you.”

This was the copy of a 
1995 ad featuring the then 
Nigerian winger, standing 
with both arms spread wide, 
like an eagle in flight, and one 
foot on a ball.

It was a fitting tribute to the 
genius of the left-footed wing 
necromancer who had not 
only emerged from nowhere 
to score two goals as Nigeria 
won the Africa Cup of 
Nations in 1994, but also had 
been instrumental to their 
enchanting World Cup play 
in the U.S. a few months later.

A quarter of a century later, 
that belief has not wavered 
one bit, and as Amuneke 
(pictured) conjured 
something of a minor 
miracle for the small East 
African nation of Tanzania by 
qualifying them for their first 
Cup of Nations appearance 
in nearly four decades, he 
points up to divine grace

“Before I came into 
Tanzania, there were other 
coaches,” the Nigerian told 
ESPN.

“It is not that I am better 
than them; I am just blessed. 
It is just Grace from God, and 
I am happy that I have been 
given the privilege to take a 
team to the Nations Cup.”

Tanzanians will also 
count themselves somewhat 
blessed to have had the 
pieces fall in place for them 
at a very opportune time. 
Amuneke was a few months 
out of leaving Sudanese 
club SC Khartoum when 
he was approached by 
the Tanzanian Football 
Federation.

“I didn’t think about it too 
long. They showed interest 
that they wanted me to coach 
their team. 

Once I spoke to them and I 
found out that their ideas for 
developing football was the 
same with mine, I gave it the 
green light.” 

Despite those convergent 
ideas, not many people 
would have expected the 
Taifa Stars would be at the 
Afcon a few short months 
later, not even when they 
secured a goalless draw 
against Uganda in Kampala, 
but Amunike said he believed 
anything was possible with 
hard work  “When I came, 
nobody expected us to do 
much because, with all due 
respect, many of us Africans 
don’t believe in each other. 
We feel that only Europeans 
can do the job.

“But I said one thing at 
my first press conference: 
That we are not here to 
make promises to anybody, 
but I believe that if we work 
very hard we can qualify; 
and that is exactly what 
we did as a team. From the 
administrators to the players, 
to the fans and the fans.

“From day one, I believed 
in the project that the 
federation had. One was to 
develop, the other was to 
improve as a team, especially 
after drawing at home to 
Lesotho, which wasn’t very 
good. We looked at ourselves, 
we knew we were not very 
good, but that if we kept an 
open mind and worked hard 
we could achieve big things.”

Amunike’s extraordinary 
achievement with Tanzania 
lines him up behind the late 
great Stephen Keshi as only 
the second Nigerian to lead a 
team to qualify for the Africa 
Cup of Nations.

Keshi, whose move 
to Europe made him a 
trendsetter for the modern 
generation of African 
footballers, went on to qualify 
for the World Cup twice, first 
with Togo and then with his 
motherland Nigeria.

Keshi also made history 
by becoming the first 
indigenous coach to lead 
Nigeria to the knockout 
phase of the World Cup. 
Amunike has already earned 
his international coaching 
stripes with two age-group 
World Cup titles -- one as an 
assistant coach, the other 
as head coach. And with his 
quiet, non-confrontational 
yet steely determination to 
win, he could well be in line 
to follow in Keshi’s footsteps. 
But the former Zamalek and 
Barcelona winger wants 
more “We all know the kind 
of person Keshi was. He gave 
everything during his time 
to the game that he loved so 
much and I am privileged to 
have towed his steps. I cannot 
compare myself to Keshi 
because who he is and what 
he has done is incomparable.

“But we pray that the son 
should grow more than 
his father. If it is the will of 

God, our ambition is to go 
beyond Keshi.” That may 
sound audacious, it might 
even come across as slightly 
presumptuous if taken out of 
context, but Amunike’s use 
of the word “we” appears to 
have been chosen, as his next 
words show

“African coaches need to 
be given more opportunities. 
We can do much more 
if there is support from 
everyone instead of running 
to Europeans at every 
opportunity.”

Having made use of his 
own opportunity, there is the 
real chance that Amunike 
and his wards could come 
face to face with Nigeria 
when the chips are down. It is 
not a thought that gives him 
any sleepless nights

“I am a professional, and it 
does not matter even if I am 
playing against my mother 
or my late father; I want to 
win. And we cannot be afraid 
of anybody, otherwise we 
should not be among the 24 
teams at the tournament.

“But we will continue to 
work hard, to improve, to 
learn form our mistakes and 
try to do better.”

Egypt coach Javier Aguirre 
told ESPN that he was a big 
admirer of Amunike: “I loved 
to watch Amunike as a player, 
and now as a coach, what he 
has done with Tanzania is 
fantastic. 

It is not easy to qualify for 
Afcon, and to do it with a 
country like Tanzania after 39 
years is amazing.”

Following his Tanzania 
accomplishment, Amunike 
will now be an obvious 
frontrunner for the Nigeria 
job in the near future - an 
opportunity that could come 
as early as post-Afcon.

Is that something he would 
consider?

“I think it would be 
inappropriate, even 
disrespectful, for me to 
talk about coaching Nigeria 
when they have a coach 
already. Especially one who 
has just qualified them for 
the Nations Cup after two 
failures.

“I think the thing for 
Nigeria now is for everyone 
to support the coach they 
have right now to achieve the 
objective.

“Nigeria is my country. As 
a player I gave Nigeria 100 
percent, and as a coach I 
gave Nigeria 100 percent. I 
am happy where I am, and 
with the decision to come to 
Tanzania. If the opportunity 
comes in the future, we will 
see.”

By Guardian Reporter

EXIM Bank has launched a two-
month deposit and win campaign 
dubbed ‘Afconika na Exim’ in which 
it will reward its customers with an 
all-expenses paid trip to support 
Tanzania’s national football team, 
Taifa Stars, at the 2019 Africa Cup of 
Nations tournament in Egypt.

‘Afconika na Exim’ campaign, 
as disclosed by the bank, aims 
at fostering a saving culture in 
Tanzania and at the same time gives 
its customers an opportunity to get 
instant rewards whilst supporting the 
national team.

“This campaign is open to our new 
and existing customers and will run 
for two months, from today until 
beginning of June,” Andrew Lyimo, 
Exim Bank’s Head of Retail, disclosed 
during the campaign’s launch in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday.

“It comes as part of Exim Bank’s 
ongoing initiatives committed to the 
prosperity of its customers termed 
‘Exim at work today, for tomorrow’ 
which is in line with the bank’s 
mission and vision.’’

He said the winners of the 
campaign will have a unique chance 
to experience their passion for the 
game and live their dream to enjoy a 
lifetime experience of watching Taifa 
Stars at AFCON 2019 finals in Egypt 
with an all-expenses-paid trip (visa 
cost, plane ticket, match day ticket 
and spending money).

Lyimo noted: “There will be five 
winners in total where two winners 
during the first month and three 
during the second month.” 

“For the new customers, all they 
need to do to qualify is to open a 
Savings Account and maintain a 

monthly balance of either 500,000/- 
or above. They can also either 
open a Current Account with a 
minimum average monthly balance 
of 10,000,000/- or booking of a Fixed 
Deposit (FD) valued at a minimum of 
5,000,000/-,’’ he said.

For the bank’s existing customers, 
Lyimo said all they need to do is 
increase their balance by either 
500,000/- or above for Savings 
Accounts or increase their Current 
Account by 10,000,000/- or simply 

by booking of a Fixed deposit (FD) 
valued at a minimum of 5,000,000/-.

Stanley Kafu, Exim Bank’s Head 
of Marketing and Communication, 
emphasized: “This is an exciting 
opportunity, a once in a life time. An 
opportunity to witness history-in- the-
making, as it has been more than 30 
years since our nation took part in 
the championship. All of this whilst 
securing a better and brighter future 
through our accounts.”

According to Kafu, the campaign 

embodies the bank’s approach in 
pursuit of a better tomorrow for its 
customers, a better tomorrow for 
the communities that support and 
surrounds it, simply, transformed 
lives through its actions.

“As a bank, we pledge to always 
work tirelessly and relentlessly for our 
customers, to help them grow, to help 
them prosper – now and in the future. 
We believe that your better tomorrow 
starts today,” he concluded.

Exim Bank launches exclusive 2019 
AFCON campaign for customers          

Exim Bank’s Head of Marketing and Communication, Stanley Kafu (C), stresses a point as he was speaking to journalists 
regarding the bank’s newly launched two-month deposit and win campaign dubbed ‘Afconika na Exim’, in which the 

bank’s customers will be presented with an opportunity to win an all-expenses paid trip to go to support Taifa Stars at 
the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations tournament in Egypt. The campaign was launched in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Others 
include the bank’s Head of Retail, Andrew Lyimo (L), and the bank’s Head of Treasury and Global Markets, Arafat Haji. 

PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Bonite Bottlers Area Sales Co-ordinator, Apolinary Michael (R) hands over a 32 inch Tele-
vision to a resident of Mabogini in Moshi, Daniel Mollel, during a ceremony for announcing 

winners of Coca-Cola’s ongoing campaign dubbed ‘Kunywaah na Ushinde’ held at the plant 
in Moshi yesterday. The campaign, which is in line with this year’s Coke Studio season, aims 

at rewarding loyal Coca- Cola consumers with lots prizes including cash, Televisions and 
various Coca-Cola merchandize. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT



LONDON

BY definition a first leg is about 
preparing the ground for a forth-
coming fixture, but Liverpool’s 
2-0 victory over Porto at Anfield 
isn’t just significant in relation to 
the second leg in Portugal next 
week, but in relation to their title 
run-in too. Five games from the 
end of a potentially title-winning 
season, Jurgen Klopp has suddenly 
stumbled upon a new midfield: 
Fabinho, Naby Keita and Jordan 
Henderson.

None of the three have enjoyed 
consistent campaigns. Fabinho, 
after arriving from Monaco and 
Ligue 1, initially struggled to get 
into Liverpool’s side amongst 
concern over his fitness levels, 
and only truly established himself 
after three months of training in 
Klopp’s system. Keita, has largely 
been a disappointment since his 
long-awaited move from RB Leip-
zig, while Henderson was partly a 
victim of Fabinho’s improvement, 
losing his place to the Brazilian in 
the holding role.

Yet Friday night’s come-from-
behind victory at Southampton 
featured an equaliser from Keita, 
bursting forward to nod in at the 
near post, and then after Moham-
ed Salah had put Liverpool ahead, 
Henderson -- a game-changing 
substitute who injected fight, 
tenacity and energy -- stormed 
into the box to convert a Roberto 
Firmino pull-back, and spark the 
sort of celebrations that make you 
feel like it might just be Liverpool’s 
season.

For this match with Porto, then, 
Klopp’s midfield didn’t feature 
Georginio Wijnaldum, Liver-
pool’s most consistent midfielder 
this campaign. It didn’t feature 
James Milner, who was forced to 
deputise for the suspended Andy 
Robertson at left-back. It didn’t 
feature Xherdan Shaqiri or Adam 
Lallana, the playmakers who 
have occasionally provided more 
magic. This was Fabinho-Keita-
Henderson, the midfield that -- to 
borrow a Jose Mourinho expres-
sion from his Real Madrid days -- 
represented Klopp’s high-pressure 
triangle.

In an open contest with chances 
at either end, Liverpool completed 
the scoring within 25 minutes, 
with both Keita and Henderson 
crucial in the two goals. The first 
was fortunate, with Keita’s shot 
from the edge of the box deflect-
ing off Oliver Torres and looping 
past Iker Casillas. The second was 
magnificent. Keita spread the ball 
from the left channel to the right, 
where Henderson waited for the 
run of Trent Alexander-Arnold on 
the outside, slipped a threaded 
ball between defenders into his 
path, before the right-back drilled 
the ball across the six-yard line for 
Firmino to tap-in at the far post.

(AGENCIES)

LONDON

A
S Harry Kane hobbled 
down the tunnel 
11 minutes into the 
second half of Tot-
tenham’s Champions 

League quarterfinal against 
Manchester City, unable to walk 
on his injured ankle after a reck-
less challenge on Fabian Delph, 
the immediate conclusion would 
have been that his team’s hope of 
a place in the semifinals had disap-
peared with him.

Some players are so crucial to 
their club’s prospects that playing 
without them just doesn’t bear 
thinking about. Remember how 
Liverpool slumped in last season’s 
Champions League final against 
Real Madrid once Mohamed 
Salah’s shoulder injury forced 
him out of the game in Kiev? 
Real themselves discovered that 
life without Sergio Ramos, their 
defensive rock, was not quite so 
certain, as they crashed out of the 
Champions League in the round of 
16 with a 4-1 home defeat against 
Ajax last month.

Kane, with his goals and 
talismanic qualities, is often as 
important to Spurs as Salah is to 
Liverpool and Ramos is to Madrid, 
but this was a night when Mau-
ricio Pochettino’s team proved 
they can deliver without their 
star striker. They would obviously 
rather have the 25-year-old lead-
ing the line in next Wednesday’s 
second leg at the Etihad, but all is 
not lost without him.

With Kane unable to continue, 
Lucas Moura was thrown on 
in his place, and Spurs sud-
denly looked more dangerous and 
mobile going forward, posing a 
far greater threat to a City team 
that had comfortably dealt with 
the more predictable challenge 
of stifling the England captain, 
who had been kept quiet all night 
by Aymeric Laporte and Nicolas 
Otamendi. 

When Son Heung-Min scored 
the only goal of the game on 78 
minutes to secure Spurs a 1-0 
first-leg lead, it was a reminder 
that the South Korea international 
is more than capable of emerging 
from Kane’s shadow. When Kane 
was sidelined with another ankle 
injury earlier this year, Son scored 
in four successive matches for Po-
chettino’s team before then going 
six without a goal once the main 
man was back to fitness.

Whether Kane’s presence as 
the focal point of this Spurs side 
diminishes Son’s goal threat is a 
subject of debate, but one thing 
for certain is that when Kane is 
not in the team, Son is able to 
grasp the opportunity and flourish 
with the additional responsibility 
to score.

Kane has scored four goals 
in eight games for Spurs since 
returning from his original ankle 
injury in mid-February, and he 
has not looked anywhere near 
his best in that time. Unusually 
for Kane, who is generally a calm 

and unflappable presence on the 
pitch for Spurs and England, his 
frustrations came to the surface 
against City.

In the first half, when he was on 
the end of some bruising challeng-
es by Laporte and Otamendi, Kane 
lashed out with a stray elbow at 
Fernandinho -- he didn’t connect 
-- after the City midfielder cyni-
cally drilled his own elbow down 
on Kane’s head after both players 
landed following an aerial contest. 
Then came the tackle on Delph 
-- an overly physical challenge 
that resulted in the City defender 
(and England teammate) landing 
on Kane’s ankle and ending his 
involvement in the game.

Kane lost his head, and he paid 
a heavy price for it, with Pochet-
tino admitting that he might not 
play again this season.

“It’s very, very sad,” Pochettino 
said. “It’s going to be tough, and 
we’re going to miss him -- maybe 
for the rest of the season.”

The good news for Spurs is they 
won four of four Premier League 

games without Kane during his 
recent layoff and beat Borussia 
Dortmund 3-0 in the Champions 
League, so they will travel to City 
next week believing they can win 
again. Spurs are a different team 
without Kane. With Lucas, Son 
and Dele Alli operating as a front 
three, they are more fluid and 
have more pace than with Kane 
as a target man, and at the Etihad, 
where they are likely to have to 
defend and hit City on the counter, 
pace and movement could be key.

City remain favourites to 
progress, but Pep Guardiola needs 
to rediscover his winning touch 
in this competition to get his team 
past Spurs. This defeat extended 
the former Barcelona and Bayern 
Munich coach’s surprising 
sequence of failing to win an 
away game from the quarterfinals 
onward since 2011.

At Liverpool last season, a 
surprising team selection led to a 
decisive 3-0 quarterfinal first-leg 
defeat, and at Spurs, the decision 
to leave Kevin De Bruyne and 

Leroy Sane on the bench was 
another strange move by the City 
manager, as was having Delph at 
left-back. It would have been a 
different story had Sergio Aguero 
not seen Hugo Lloris save his 
11th-minute penalty, awarded for 
handball following a lengthy VAR 
check by Dutch referee Bjorn Kui-
pers. But Aguero missed, and City 
did not create enough chances 
to score, so they must overturn a 
first-leg deficit again next week to 
make it into the semifinals.

“The result is not the best one, 
but we have to make these kind 
of comebacks to go through,” 
Guardiola said. “We had our 
chances with the penalty, so it was 
a good performance, but it is the 
Champions League, and that is the 
challenge.”

Few would bet against them, 
but City would be foolish to view 
Kane’s injury-enforced absence 
as a positive. Spurs can perform 
without their star striker, and they 
proved it again in this game.

(AGENCIES)
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LONDON

PEP Guardiola said his Manchester 
City side have to be up for the challenge 
of overturning their one-goal deficit to 
Tottenham if they are to become a high-
level team.

Son Heung-Min’s 78th minute strike 
secured a 1-0 win for Spurs in their 
Champions League quarterfinal first leg, 
leaving the tie finely balanced ahead of 
the second leg at the Etihad Stadium 
next Wednesday.

City remain in the hunt for the Quad-
ruple, but Guardiola said that his players 
should expect difficult moments if they 
are to have any chance of winning the 
Champions League for the first time in 
the club’s history.

“The teams that arrive in the later 
stages, you have to do that -- it’s a chal-
lenge,” the City boss told a news confer-
ence. “I didn’t expect to come here and 
solve the situation.

“We would have liked to score an away 
goal, because we know how important 
it is. I would say if we did not play good, 
but I don’t have that feeling.

“For the high levels you have to live 
these situations. When you get to the 
quarterfinals and semifinals, and play 
the first leg away from home, you can’t 
expect to win 0-3. That is the reality, it 
happened in many teams. Now we have 
another chance and that is the point.”

Guardiola made a surprise with his 
team selection, recalling Fabian Delph 
and Riyad Mahrez to the starting lineup 
despite not being regular starters.

He also left out Kevin De Bruyne and 

said the decision was tactical rather 
than due to fitness with the Belgium 
playmaker recently coming back from 
knee injuries.

“I decided to play with two holding 
midfielders in that position -- [Ilkay] 
Gundogan and Fernandinho -- to be a bit 
more solid,” he said,

“It’s not the issue. I know it’s tough 
for him but if Kevin and Gundogan play 
we have the second leg. We spoke about 
that. It’s 180 minutes. We played to score 
a goal. Unfortunately we couldn’t score 
but we have the second game. We will 
see what happens.

“It looks a little bit more complicated 
but every hour that passes we will see it 
closer. We are going to push each other 
and try.”

City are at least in a better position 
than at the same stage last season when 
they trailed 3-0 after a first leg defeat at 
Liverpool.

But with Jurgen Klopp’s side pushing 
City close in the Premier League title 
race, Guardiola said his focus will now 
be on Sunday’s trip to Crystal Palace and 
not the second leg.

“Now I am going to think about 
another game against Crystal Palace and 
then we are going to prepare the game 
against Tottenham,” he added.

“We will see if we are going to change 
it a but, with our people, with our fans, 
our families we will see. If we are not 
able to arrive in the last stages it is 
because it is a challenge. The situation is 
what it is.”  

(AGENCIES)
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Tottenham prove against Man City 
that they can win without Kane

City have to be up to Spurs’ 
‘challenge’ - Guardiola

Tottenham’s Son Heung-min scores their goal against Manchester City during their Champions League Quarter Final First Leg match at 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium in London, Britain on Tuesday. (Agencies)

Liverpool midfield trio proving 
decisive against Porto

LONDON

TOTTENHAM Hotspur’s Champions 
League title hopes took a hit when Harry 
Kane exited their quarterfinal match 
against Manchester City with a right ankle 
injury.

Kane’s injury comes at an inopportune 
time as Spurs also remain in the hunt for 
securing a top-four spot in the Premier 
League.

“It’s very, very sad. It’s going to be tough 
and we’re going to miss him -- maybe for 
the rest of the season,” Spurs manager 
Mauricio Pochettino told BT Sport at the 
end of Monday’s match.

Lucas Moura came in for Kane. Son 
Heung-Min’s 78th-minute goal ensured a 
1-0 home victory for Spurs in the first leg.

Pochettino said it was the same ankle 
that caused Kane to miss six weeks after 
suffering ligament damage in a Jan. 15 
Premier League match against Manches-
ter United.

“It is a worry for us. We hope it is not a 
big issue. But there is not too much time 
to recover. He twisted his ankle so we will 
see how it reacts,” Pochettino said.

The injury occurred when City de-
fender Fabian Delph stepped on Kane’s 
foot on a challenge in the 58th minute. 

Kane’s ankle twisted as he slid to the 
ground, and he later limped off the pitch 
toward the tunnel with the assistance of 
team trainers.

Pochettino exchanged angry words 
with Delph after the incident, in which 
the City player appeared to stand on 
Kane’s ankle as the pair tussled for the 
ball.

“He was so aggressive with Harry after 
the action,” Pochettino said. “I tried to 
explain to him that it wasn’t the intention 
of Harry or him to damage each other, it 
was a tough action, and Harry twisted his 
ankle.

“I said to Delph, ‘You were lucky,’ 
because they were checking the VAR 
and technically it could have been a red 
card. But I think both were fighting for 
the ball.”

Kane, who was photographed leaving 
the stadium on crutches, has scored 24 
goals in 38 appearances in all competi-
tions for Tottenham this season.

The second leg against City is on April 
17 at Etihad Stadium. Spurs are back 
in Premier League action on Saturday 
against already-relegated Huddersfield 
Town.    

(AGENCIES)

Spurs’ Poch fears Kane 
may miss rest of season

Liverpool’s Naby Keïta scores their first goal against Porto. (Agencies)

LONDON

EDEN Hazard has told ESPN that he 
will make a decision on his Chelsea 
future at the end of the season -- and that 
it would be “hard” for the club to miss 
out on Champions League football for a 
second year running.

Hazard has been linked with a summer 
transfer to Real Madrid, with his Chelsea 
teammate Gonzalo Higuain telling ESPN 
that it would be hard to stop the Belgian 
from leaving Stamford Bridge if he has his 
mind set on a move to the Spanish giants.

Chelsea have reportedly set a price of 
£100 million for the forward, although 
manager Maurizio Sarri said following 
Hazard’s sensational performance against 
West Ham United on Monday that £100m 
would be “too cheap” for the 28-year-old.

“I’m just focused on Chelsea,” Hazard 
told ESPN.

“One month to play, top four, try to win 
the Europa League. For the fans I think 
the most important thing is when they 
see me on the pitch they just think that 
my head is with Chelsea.

“So we’ll see after.”
Chelsea face a battle to get back into 

the Champions League ahead of next 
season. Hazard’s two goals against West 
Ham sent Chelsea third in the Premier 

League table and back above Tottenham 
and Arsenal in the race for the top four, 
but the side have a difficult run in with 
trips to Liverpool and Manchester United 
to come.

The club could also qualify for the 
Champions League by winning the 
Europa League, where they face Slavia 
Prague in their quarterfinal first leg on 
Thursday.

If Chelsea miss out it would be the 
second year in a row that had failed to 
qualify for the competition -- after they 
finished 5th under Antonio Conte last 
season.

And with the club unable to sign any 
players until July 2020 due to a two-
window FIFA transfer ban, Hazard said 
Chelsea would be at a disadvantage if 
they are left playing in the Europa League 
again next season.

“Two years in a row not playing Cham-
pions League is hard for the players but 
also for the club,” Hazard said.

“Chelsea has to play in Champions 
League every year, but it’s hard because 
we are not the only team that is trying to 
play Champions League.

“But that’s why we are doing every-
thing at the moment to try and stay in the 
top four.”

AGENCIES)

Hazard: No Chelsea decision 
until end of season



By Guardian Reporter

GAMING firm, SportPesa, has confirmed to bring 
soccer coaches from Southampton to conduct coach-
ing clinics for coaches in Tanzania with a view to 
improving the latter’s knowledge.

SportPesa will run the clinics through their interna-
tional partners, Arsenal, Southampton and Hull City 
clubs under the umbrella of their campaign known as 
“Coaches To Count”.

The two-day clinics will be held in other countries, 
namely South Africa and Kenya, and will be run by the 
experienced coaches.

SportPesa Director of Administration and Compli-
ance, Tarimba Abbas, noted: “In Tanzania, the course 
will take place at the National Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam from May 1-2 under experienced coaches from 
Southampton, which is SportPesa partners.”

“A total of 40 domestic coaches from across the 
country will attend the course, they will be selected 
by Tanzania Federation (TFF). The ones with CAF 
licenses A, B and C will participate in the course under 
the tutelage of an instructor with UEFA license A”. 

“This will be a continuation of efforts by SportPesa 
to bring development to the sport, which has plenty of 
followers in the continent and in the world.”

SportPesa had as well organized a clinic for youth 
outfits of the country’s football big guns, Simba and 
Yanga.  

The course was English club Everton FC’s coaches, 
whose side toured Tanzania in July 2017, oversaw the 
course. 

The firm, moreover hosted soccer clinics for youths 
in Kenya in April 2017, bringing coaches from South-
ampton.

SportPesa also held clinics in the same country in 
May last year, with coaches from Hull City conducting 
the sessions.

It will be a crucial chance for Tanzania’s football 
to enjoy progress, given the coaches will gain valu-
able knowledge, which will thereafter be imparted to 
youngsters.

Instructors from English club Arsenal will head to 
South Africa for the same mission. Coaches from Hull 
City will travel to Kenya for the program, which will 
open a new chapter to the continent’s coaches. 

Southampton 
coaches to conduct 

course in Dar 
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Warner must rein in 
attitude for Australia 
return- South Africa’s 

Graeme Smith
SYDNEY 

DAVID Warner will be 
driven to prove his worth to 
Australia when he returns 
to the side but will need to 
check his ego at the door 
as he is no longer an indis-
pensable part of the team, 
former South African cap-
tain Graeme Smith has said.

The 32-year-old received 
a 12-month ban from inter-
national cricket in March 
last year for his role in a 
ball-tampering scandal in 
South Africa.

Warner, who has notched 
up 349 runs and scored one 
century and three half cen-
turies in six matches for the 
Indian Premier League’s 
Sunrisers Hyderabad, is set 

to be named in Australia’s 
squad for the May 30-July 14 
Cricket World Cup in Eng-
land.

“I think at the moment 
he needs Australian cricket 
more than they need him,” 
Smith told Australian televi-
sion show The Back Page on 
Fox Sports.

“He’s very driven, I think 
he wants to do well, he 
wants to prove his worth 
again and I think David War-
ner in that position is prob-
ably a good guy to have in 
your environment.

“It’s when he starts to get 
bigger than everybody else 
that probably management 
needs to be ready for (that).

“Guys like (coach Justin) 
Langer and whoever is cap-
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SportPesa’s Director of Administration and Compliance, Tarimba Abbas.

Govt optimistic of good preps 

for 2019 AFCON U-17 tourney  

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

A total of 40 domestic coaches from across the country 
will attend the course, they will be selected by Tanzania 
Federation (TFF). The ones with CAF licenses A, B and 
C will participate in the course under the tutelage of an 
instructor with UEFA license A

taining the side going forward need 
to ensure they stay on top of that and 
manage that space and that ego well 
going forward.”

Warner, identified as the main in-
stigator in the ball-tampering scan-
dal, has also been a lightning rod for 
criticism for his aggressive behav-
iour on the field, especially in his 

sledging of opponents.
He was captured on closed-circuit 

television confronting South Africa’s 
Quinton de Kock as they walked off 
the field during a test in Durban af-
ter the wicketkeeper responded to a 
barrage of personal abuse during the 
day.

“He’s always been an incredible 

cricketer,” said Smith. “He bats with 
that driven nature, that intensity, ego 
to perform.”

Aside from his batting expertise, 
however, Warner also had a talent 
for rubbing people up the wrong 
way, he added. “He’s just that type of 
guy.” 

REUTERS

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

T
HE government has expressed its optimism 
on the final preparations for the 2019 
African Cup of Nations (AFCON) U-17 finals, 
slated to kick off in Dar es Salaam on 
Sunday.

Minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, 
Harrison Mwakyembe, who was accompanied 
by his Permanent Secretary Susan Mlawi, 
issued the statement in the city yesterday after 

inspecting stadiums that will be used to host 
the tournament.

The tournament will be hosted at the 
National Stadium and Azam Complex while 
Uhuru Stadium, Jakaya Kikwete Youth Park and 
Gymkhana Club grounds will be used for the 
teams’ training.

Mwakyembe said he is happy with the final 
preparations of the finals, noting he expects the 
national U-17 football team, Serengeti Boys, to 
carry the national flag well at the event.

The tournament’s competitors that will make 
it to the semi-finals will book a place in the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup finals to be held in Brazil later 
this year.

“I’m happy with the final preparations of the 
venues, the government has invested a lot of 
money to renovate the venues, I am hopeful the 
team will do well and bring pride to soccer loving 
Tanzanians,” he said.

Mlawi explained that the government has 
invested 1.3 billion for renovation of the National 
Stadium and Uhuru Stadium while one billion 
will be used for accommodation and other 
logistics.

Secretary of the AFCON U-17 organizing 
committee, Leslie Liunda, is reported to have said 
that all is set for the tournament, which will be 
held for two weeks.

Serengeti Boys, who were in Rwanda for an 
invitational competition hosted by the country’s 
football governing body, FERWAFA, returned 
home on Tuesday.

The team won the event that also saw 
Cameroon and hosts, Rwanda, take part in.

Serengeti Boys’ head coach, Oscar Mirambo, 
said he is happy with the preparations as it has 
helped him and the technical committee polish 
the team ahead of the AFCON tournament.

Eight teams will compete at the finals, with 
FIFA president, Gianni Infantino, having been 
reported to be among top dignitaries who will 
attend the competition’s opening ceremony.

Serengeti Boys are in Group A alongside 
Nigeria, Uganda and Angola while Group B has 
Morocco, Senegal, Cameroon and Guinea.

All teams apart from Nigeria and Guinea have 
not arrived as there are reports that they will 
arrive in the country on Saturday.

This is the first time that Tanzania is hosting 
a high profile CAF championship and benefits 
of hosting the championship, would cut across 
such sectors like the refurbishing of venues for 
training and actual matches.

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) can also 
use the showpiece to court sponsors and others, 
who would be partners, to expose their products 
and services to far reaching areas as the event 
will be beamed by top continental TV stations.

Hosting the tournament increases chances 
for Serengeti Boys to win the championship, as 
well as having chance to be spotted by top scouts.

Minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, Harrison Mwakyembe.


