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By Henry Mwangonde

CCM presidential candidate Dr John Magufuli 
yesterday ended his campaign tour in Dar es 
Salaam with a promise to end floods in the 
commercial capital for which 32bn/- has been set 
aside.

Addressing a rally held at Tanganyika Packers 
at the Kawe suburb he said his government has 
set aside money to reshape Ng’ombe river as part 
of efforts to rescue the city from floods that are 
causing havoc whenever it rains heavily
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By Guardian Correspondent, Moshi

EVEN with 500 volunteers battling to put 
out a fire outbreak on Mount Kilimanjaro, the 
area was still burning at Kifunika Hill midday 
yesterday, with the fire on the upper reaches 
of the mountain seen from more than ten 
kilometers away.

As efforts continued to end the outbreak, 
Natural Resources and Tourism minister Dr 
Hamisi Kigwangalla directed the Tanzania 
National Parks (TANAPA) to urgently obtain a 
helicopter to help contain the situation.

The minister expressed the need to boost 
the conservator’s capacity to contain wildfires 
by acquiring relevant equipment and further 
drill its fire-fighters.

Speaking here after receiving a report 
on the inferno engulfing parts of the upper 
reaches of Mount Kilimanjaro since Sunday, 
the minister said he had already ordered the 
purchase of a helicopter.

The firefighting effort was being conducted 
with outdated equipment and not convenient 
for the environment, hence taking too long to 
snuff to expanding flames, he said.

Copters are used in fire fighting by being 
fitted with a helicopter bucket, a specialised 
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By Guardian Reporter

AT least 13 people have died in Dar es Salaam 
Region due to heavy rains that pounded the city 
and its environs on Wednesday and a fire that 
razed a house on the outskirts of the city on 
Wednesday past midnight.

Ilala Police Region Commander Janet Magomi 
told The Guardian yesterday that deaths from the 
flooding were located on the Msimbazi seasonal 
river valley. At Msimbazi valley close to Kariakoo 
market zone five bodies were found, which 
were taken to the Muhimbili National Hospital 

13 die in floods, 
night fire horror

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

(MNH) mortuary for recognition by relatives 
before burial. Three bodies had already been 
recognized, she said.

The Ilala police chief noted that two children 
died in the flooding mayhem, where Dar Special 
Police Zone Commander Lazaro Mambosasa 
said the children were helping to save one 
another at the Msimbazi river.

In the second incident, Magomi said five 
people of the same family were burnt to death 
yesterday at Pugu area in the outskirts of the 
city after their house caught fire two hours past 

JPM unveils 32bn/- plan to 
end Dar’s stubborn floods 

Govt opts for 
helicopter as fire 
rages at the Kili

TURN TO PAGE 2 However, Dr Magufuli took a swipe at some 
residents who he said illegally construct houses 
and buildings along drainage paths, blocking 
running waters from an otherwise convenient 
drainage pattern.

“Kawe has been lagging behind in development 
for a long time because of many things. Elect a 
president and member of Parliament from CCM 
so that the projects can be implemented,” he 
told the gathering.

His words come a day after a daylong 

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

TANZANIANS yesterday commemorated 
the 21st anniversary of the death of founder 
president Julius Nyerere with calls to carry 
forward his vision of peace, freedom, 
reconciliation and solidarity.

Commentators in events held to mark the 
day said the Father of the Nation who died at 77 
years of age in 1999 was a leader of unparalleled 
commitment to liberation and development, 
hence the need to start preparing the youth 
to become better leaders dedicated to the 
socioeconomic development of the country.

Speaking at a commemorative conference 
organized by Mzumbe University main campus, 
retired member of the Court of Appeal bench, 
Justice Damian Lubuva underscored the need 
to review college and university curricula 
to prepare graduates to become leaders of 
tomorrow.

“As we commemorate the 21st anniversary of 
the passing of the father of the nation, higher 
learning institutions should rethink how 
they participate in preparing future leaders. 
Graduates must be taught to be patriotic and 
embrace Nyerere’s humbleness and integrity,” 
he declared.

“It is high time that higher learning 
Arusha District Commissioner Kenan Kihongosi (holding national flag) leads city residents to mark 21 years of the death of founder President 
Julius Nyerere, on Rememberance Day, October 14 of each year. Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya
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midnight within Pugu ward in Ukonga 
division of Ilala district.

Those who died are father, mother, 
their three children and a relative who 
was staying with them in the house in 
the fire outbreak well past midnight, 
while the Ilala RPC said police were 
conducting investigations to establish 
the cause of the fire.

In Temeke Police Region, 
commander Amon Kakware said there 
was no reported loss of life, major 
destruction of property or injuries as 
of midday yesterday.

No issues were reported in another 
of the three police regions in the 
commercial hub, that is, Kinondoni.

Many roads were rendered 
impassable on Wednesday with 
thousands of commuters caught up in 
traffic snarls as the Central Business 
District (CBD) became a no-go zone.                                             

A survey by The Guardian showed 
that main gateways to the CBD, the 
Jangwani and Mkwajuni valleys were 
closed as they turned into an extension 
of the sea, pushing commuters to try 
equally flooded routes in the vicinity.

With clogged or strained drainage 
system in some parts of the city, the 
rains once again exposed the weak 
infrastructure of the commercial 
hub that is home to over six million 
residents.

The Mandela Expressway was closed 
at Matumbi Bridge as raging waters 
covered the bridge, igniting a queue 
going all the way to Mwenge and 
further into Mikocheni, Lugalo and 
well beyond.

Many vehicles malfunctioned in the 
storms, disabling regular commuter 
traffic to stretches of walking or 
suspending trips to other parts of the 
city for the day, as rains continued to 
pour relentlessly.

FROM PAGE 1

container suspended on a cable to 
deliver water for dropping from above. 
Each bucket has a release valve on the 
bottom.

“I have directed them (TANAPA) 
to also improve infrastructure and 
put new, bigger and modern fire 
extinguishers in the protected areas,” 
he said.

Dr Kigwangalla directed that TANAPA 
buys the copter in collaboration with 
the Kilimanjaro National Park (KINAPA) 
as standby equipment, even in the 
aftermath of the current outbreak.

While preparing for the purchase 
of aerial firefighting equipment, the 
two parastatals should be mindful 
of the terrain, extinguishing fire in a 
mountainous environment.

As for the effect of the blaze, the 
minister said about 1.6 per cent of the 
mountain zone national park had been 

affected so far, noting that tourism 
activities were not intensely affected.

“It is an area with short bushes where 
species like snakes and lizards inhabit, 
while climbing and descending of the 
Kili continued unhindered,” he said.

Paschal Shelutete, TANAPA 
senior assistant commissioner for 
communications, said on Tuesday that 
initial investigations by security organs 
on the cause of fire pointed to potters 
who after warming food for tourists, 
did not put it down completely.

The fire erupted at Wahona area, 
a resting camp for climbers using 
Mandara and Horombo routes to 
scale the mountain, which attracts 
about 50,000 climbers annually. It is 
the highest mountain in Africa and 
the highest free-standing mountain 
in the world at 5,895metres above sea 
level and about 4,900 metres above its 
plateau base.
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Govt opts for helicopter 
as fire rages at the Kili

institutions review teaching curricula. 
We also need to check on the acts and 
behavior of lecturers and other college 
servants for students to emulate the 
good things they do,” he told the 
gathering.

Mwahija Kisoma, a lecturer at 
Mzumbe University, said the late 
Nyerere gave powerful speeches 
published in various journals on 
gender equality and its challenges, 
showing how much he sought to make 
changes in the patriarchal system in 
society.

Gender equality challenges pushed 
the late Nyerere to work on solutions by 
preparation of policies, guidelines and 
laws which helped to change mindsets 
among many Tanzanians.

Prof Lughano Kusiluka, the Vice 
Chancellor, noted that the late Nyerere’s 
faith in the rule of law has greatly 
contributed to the country’s peaceful 
development, noting also that Mzumbe 
University has been organizing 
Mwalimu Nyerere commemorative 
conferences for 16 years.

Dr Stergomena Tax, the Southern 
Africa Development Community 
(SADC) Executive Secretary, said: in a 
statement that “we see the footprint of 
Mwalimu Nyerere across the continent 
for the pivotal role he played together 
with other eminent African leaders to 
establish the Organization of African 
Unity (OAU) in 1963,” which became 
the African Union in 2002.

Nyerere will always be remembered 
for his unrelenting support for total 
independence and freedom of African 
countries, a position which earned him 
the respect and admiration of many in 
Africa and beyond, she said.

 Nyerere, alongside other leaders 
founded the Frontline States and 
the Southern African Development 

Coordination Conference (SADCC) 
in 1980 which he described as a 
‘major instrument for self-reliant 
development in the southern part of 
Africa,’ transformed into SADC in 1992.

Nyerere believed that education was 
the key to social progress. He promoted 
universal literacy and worked hard 
to ensure all children attend school, 
thus recorded vast increase in school 
enrolment and literacy levels among 
Tanzanians by global standards, she 
further noted.

Last year, SADC adopted Kiswahili 
as a language for oral communication 
for the SADC Summit in Dar es Salaam, 
partly in recognition of Mwalimu 
Nyerere’s role in the liberation struggle 
which also helped to spread the 
language among freedom fighters 
training in Tanzania, and later forming 
Kiswahili cells back home.

In August 2020, the AU adopted a 
mechanism to honour its founders 
like Mwalimu Nyerere, with a    statue 
in honour of Mwalimu being built at 
the African Union Peace and Security 
building in Addis Ababa.

Nyerere was diagnosed with 
leukemia in August 1999 and was being 
treated at the St Thomas Hospital in 
London, and died at around 10:30am 
EAT on October 14.

Nyerere, earlier a schoolteacher, 
entered politics in 1954 as elders 
in the nationalist movement asked 
him to lead the Tanganyika African 
Association (TAA) which was soon 
converted into a nationalist party, the 
Tanganyika African National Union 
(TANU).l He became Prime Minister 
mid-1960 and resigned the post 
one month after independence was 
declared on December 9, 1961 to build 
TANU at the grassroots level, and upon 
elections late 1962 when the country 
became a republic, he was sworn in 
office as first president.

Tanzanians reminded of 
Nyerere’s values, vision

13 die in floods, 
night fire horror

downpour paralyzed transport in the 
city, halting business and impairing 
other activities.

Over 70 percent of the nearly five 
million inhabitants live in unplanned 
areas, with exposed dwellings 
straddling both sides of the Msimbazi 
river valley.

The World Bank financed Tanzania 
Urban Resilience Programme (TURP) 
has launched several initiatives to 
sort out the situation, as a strategic 
development and management 
framework to guide an ambitious 
investment programme in the flood 
prone zone.

It is pitched on a detailed plan for 
the lower basin, transforming much 
of the lower flood plain to a city park, 
with a solid foundation for housing and 
commercial development.

At the  rally Dr Magufuli used the 

platform to ask Tanzanians to uphold 
national values of unity, the union 
and peaceful co-existence among rival 
social groups for instance during the 
coming general election, contributing 
to cementing the legacy of the founder 
president, Mwalimu Nyerere.

The CCM candidate said his 
government has been implementing 
projects like reviving old factories as a 
way of upholding the Nyerere legacy, 
who used most of his time as national 
leader to develop industries.

“As we mark 21 years of his death, 
let’s uphold peace and tolerance 
among ourselves so that we live up to 
his legacy and make the Tanzania that 
he wanted to create,” he said.

 Nyerere worked on building an 
independent Tanzania free from donor 
dependency, where the founding 
father meant to ensure the country 
was using taxes from Tanzanians to 
develop itself, he added.
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CCM presidential candidate Dr John Magufuli moments after he arrived at Kawe in the outskirts of Dar es Salaam to address a campaign rally at  Tanganyika Packers 
grounds yesterday. Right is the party’s secretary general Dr Bashiru Ally. Photo: State House

Deputy Permanent Secretary Natural Resources and Tourism ministry Dr Allan Kijazi (2nd R) speaks to residents who participated to put off fire at Mount 
Kilimanjaro yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Godfrey Mushi

JPM unveils 32bn/- plan to 
end Dar’s stubborn floods By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, 

Mwanza

EXPERTS from the Ministry of Work, 
Transport and Communications are 
working to establish the actual demand 
for ferries in the country, a move which 
is aimed at improving marine transport 
services.

Speaking recently during the launch 
of Mv Ukara II Hapa Kazi Tu in Mwanza 
Region, the ministry’s Permanent 
Secretary (Works), Elius Mwakalinga 
noted that decisions to establish the 
actual demand for ferries is meant to 
ensure reliable marine transport to 
people living on islands.

The new ferry will ply between 
Bwisya on Ukara Island and Bugorola 
within Ukerewe District in Mwanza 
Region. It has a carrying capacity of 
300 passengers, 100 tonnes of cargo 
and 10 vehicles.

 The Mv Ukara II Hapa Kazi Tu has 
been built by a Mwanza-based Songoro 

Marine Transport Ltd at the cost of 
4.2bn/-.

“People living on islands have the 
right to be provided with reliable 
transport facilities. We are committed 
to ensure that islanders enjoy reliable 
and safe marine transport services,” he 
said.

There are 31 ferries across the 
country and all managed by the 
Tanzania Electrical Mechanical and 
Electronic Agency (TEMESA).

The PS noted that Mwanza Region 
has been provided with a number of 
ferries because it is a strategic area with 
many islands within Lake Victoria.

He said that this year, the government 
has built four ferries namely, MV 
Ilemela, MV Ukara, MV Chato and the 
one operating between Nyamisati and 
Mafia Islands in the Coast Region.

According to the Permanent 
Secretary, there are 54 islands in 
the Tanzanian side of Lake Victoria 
whereby 38 out of them have 
inhabitants.

Govt to establish actual
demand for ferries - PS

By Guardian Reporter

THE National Environment 
Management Council (NEMC) has 
called on local government authorities 
(LGAs) to ensure the environment in 
their jurisdictions remains safe and 
clean in order to attract investors.

NEMC director general Samuel 
Gwamaka said here a clean and safe 
environment was one of important 
considerations for investors.

Investors, he explained, were very 
mindful of their resources.  Investors 
do not want undue inconveniences, 
or run into avoidable problems and 
suffer loses, he explained, and called 
on leaders and people to be mindful 
of that fact too in order to promote 
economic growth in their areas.

“Local councils are very close to the 

people and have a lot of powers to make 
by-laws where necessary to ensure 
cleanliness and safe environment in 
order to protect people’s health and 
their safety.  Now that our country has 
become a middle-income economy, 
councils must keep their areas clean 
and friendly to society in order to 
attract more investors,” the director 
general said.

Investments, he said, were necessary 
because they increase public revenue 
and generate employment.

Dr Gwamaka gave example of Mbeya 

City Council as an example of a council 
that works very closely with NEMC 
in solving emerging challenges and 
problems.

He said the Environmental 
Management Act (EMA), 2004 and 
its Regulations acknowledge the 
importance of the council especially on 
the question of collection and sorting 
waste. “Waste has to be attended to 
where it is generated and this is the role 
of the councils,” he explained, adding 
that waste that could be recycled 
would be sorted out right at the point 

where it was generated.
Dr Gwamaka gave the example of 

metal and plastic waste, which he said 
was needed by local industries.  “The 
council requests for cooperation from 
all stakeholders to guard and look after 
the environment.  Let us take statutory 
and obligatory steps to protect the 
environment in order to attract 
investors to our areas,” he appealed.

Public education campaigns are part 
of NEMC’s statutory obligations.

Tanzania is one of the ten African 
countries with fast growing economies.

Keep environment clean to entice 
investors, NEMC boss tells LGAs

FROM PAGE 1
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Shinyanga Regional Commissioner Zainab Tellack  hands over a book  for the strategic plan to gander-based violence against women and 
children  to Regional Police Commander ACP Debora Magiligimba (R) shortly after launching it at Segese ward in Msalala   on Tuesday.  Photo: 
Correspondent Shabani Njia

New poor households to be 
enrolled for Tasaf programme

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Kibiti

A 25-YEAR-OLD remand 
prisoner Mussa Hajji who 
was facing a murder case 
died at Mng’alu Kibiti 
Prison after being struck 
by lightning that saw four 
others injured. 

Rufiji Special Zone Police 
Commander Onesmo 
Lyanga confirmed the 
incident that happened on 
Monday at around 12.00 
noon at the prison.

He mentioned those 
injured as   Richard Mai (24), 
Hashim Rashid (26), Ismail 
Mtupa and Issa Hajji (21) all 
of whom were still receiving 
treatment at Ikwiriri health 
centre.

He called on all people 
in the special police zone 
of Kibiti and Mafia an d 
Mkuranga to take great 
care during the ongoing off 
season rains in the country. 

The RPC said there 
weren’t any remandees 
or prisoners who escaped 
following the incident 
adding that security has 
been tightened up in the 
whole Zone and called on 
the people to continue with 
their economic activities.

In March 2016, two 
inmates at Majimaji Prison 
in Ruvuma Region died after 
being struck by lightning.

Remand prisoner dies from
lightning and four injured 

By Getrude Mbago, Tanga

OVER 200,000 households 
under the Tanzania Social 
Action Fund (TASAF) are soon 
scheduled to graduate from 
the programme as they have 
already enhanced their living 
standards.

The move will give chance 
for new poor households to 
be enrolled to the programme 
and thus benefit from various 
initiatives that are aimed to 
improve their lives.

TASAF’s director of 
Community Support, 
Amadeus Kamagenge said that 
the baseline survey carried 
by the Fund recently has 
proved that a good number of 
beneficiaries have enhanced 
their livelihoods.

Speaking at the media 
workshop held here early this 
week, Kamagenge said  at least 
20 percent of the 1.1 million poor 
households that were registered 
in the TASAF’s Production Social 
Safety Net (PSSN) programme 
are planned to exit from it.

Kamagenge said that since 
its commencement in the year 
2000, TASAF programme has 
contributed immensely to the 
reduction of income poverty 
among poor households in the 
country.

“We are currently finalising 
verifocation exercise and once 
everything is completed, we 
will commence the programme 
which is going to benefit 
people living in abject poverty 
across Tanzania mainland and 
Zanzibar,” he said.

According to him, the aim 
of the PSSN programme is to 
empowering poor households 
to increase income but also 
support them to have access 
to social services such as food, 
education and health.

Kamagenge named those to 
be included in the second term 
of the programme(PSSN II) as 
some 950,962 households 
with people who can work 
and have children. Others are 
185,345 households with those 
who can work but do not have 
children.

Others beneficiaries are 
174,508 households of those 
who have been sick for a 
long time but do not have 
children, 94,381 households 
of the elderly and 1,958 
households which are  under 
the  leadership of children, all 
of them totalling 1.4 million 
poor households.

In his remarks, TASAF 
executive director Ladislaus 
Mwamanga hinted on that the 
note that the implementation 
of PSSN II programme totally 
moves from cash to a single 
electronic solution through 
the government e-payment 
gateway to deliver payments 
to beneficiaries’ mobile or 
bank accounts with an aim of 
addressing challenges which 
were arising during the cash 
payment model.

He said that “In the previous 
phase, the cash transfer 
process required TASAF 
beneficiaries to attend a 
community meeting prior 
to receiving payment; rural 
women spend hours waiting 
for receipt to the cash,so the 
electronic option is going to 
address all the challenges.”

Mwamanga said: “The 
e-payment has also considered 
elders who are illiterate and 
are not able to read and count, 
we will work closely with 
mobile companies and banks 
to ensure that this group is 
well served to ensure that they 
receive their funds without 
hurdles.”

He added that in the 
implementation of the PSSN II, 
the government aims to spend 
2.032tri/- with major focus in 
providing poor households with 
prerequisite entrepreneurship 
skills and income-earning 
opportunities to enable them 
establish small-scale businesses 
and projects for poverty 
alleviation.

Launching the programme 
in Dar es Salaam in February 
this year, President Magufuli 
directed authorities to make 
sure that they supervise well 
and control enrollment of 
‘phantom’ beneficiaries.

Dr Magufuli said that in the 
verification exercise conducted 
from November 2015 to 2017 
found a total of 73,561 ghost 
and illegible households being 
enrolled in the programme.

According to the National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS), basic 
needs poverty has dropped to 
26.4 percent in 2017/18 from 39 
percent in 1990/91.

“Food poverty is among 
the major challenge in the 
universe. As per World Bank, 
a total of 736 million people 
are living in extreme poverty 
globally, and these are the 
ones living below poverty line. 
And 55 percent of all poor 
people are living in the African 
continent which translates that 
in every three people in Africa, 
one is poor. It is estimated that 
if serious measures will not be 
taken, 90 percent of all poor 
people will be living Africa 
by 2030,” President Magufuli 
noted.

The Head of State said that 
in efforts to fight poverty in 
the country, the government 
has been implementing several 
initiatives citing TASAF as one of 
the pioneer projects in ending 
poverty in the country.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE combination of crop cultivation, 
animal husbandry and agro-forestry has 
been described to be the best way to device 
responsible forms of agricultural based 
future-proof, sustainable food production and 
sustainability.

Addressing a conference on ‘Agroecology 
as a Pathway Towards Sustainable  Food 
Systems,’ the Belgium envoy to Tanzania, 
Ambassador Peter van Acker stressed the 
need for a holistic approach in addressing 
adverse effects of climate change, as well as 
improving farm productivity.

“It is important to pool together animal 
husbandry and crop cultivation with 
agroforestry techniques for sustainable 
agriculture,” stated Ambassador Van Acker.

Taking place at the Nelson Mandela Institute 
of Science and Technology (NM-AIST), in 
Tengeru, the conference delegates discussed 
ways targeted to push for the policy makers to 
adopt agro-ecology policies in their respective 
countries’ farming systems.

The main speaker at the conference which 
was coordinated by the National Networks 
of Farmers Groups in Tanzania (MVIWATA), 

happened to be Professor Marc Dufumier an 
expert scientist from France.

Prof Dufumier, pointed out that agro-
ecology was an important component in 
agriculture, emphasizing that environmental 
friendly conservation agriculture has to be 
promoted as one of the strategies to increase 
food yields.

“Through this approach, farmers can 
increase the yields”, he said at the conference 
which attracted agricultural and environment 
experts from within and outside the country 
as well as scholars and lecturers at Nelson 
Mandela Institute.

Meanwhile, the Arusha Regional 
Administrative Secretary (RAS), Richard 
Kwitega, who was the guest of honour at the 
conference, revealed that the government 
has already put in place mechanisms that 
will address climate change impacts on 
agriculture, the country’s key sector of the 
economy.

“These include the National Adaptation 

Programme on Climate Change, the National 
Climate Change Strategy and Climate Smart 
Agriculture,” said Kwitega adding that climate 
change climate change aspects are also 
integrated in the recently launched second 
phase of the Agricultural Sector Development 
Programme (ASDP II).

There was also Ludovic Joly, the 
country director of Iles de Paix, a Belgian 
Non-Government Organization which 
implements agricultural projects, who 
stated later during the meeting that agro-
ecology was more responsive to the climate 
change challenges.

The National Networks of Farmers Groups 
in Tanzania (MVIWATA) has a mission to 
empower smallholder economically and 
socially farmers through capacity building 
and undertake lobbying and advocacy 
especially by strengthening their groups and 
networks, facilitating communication and 
learning so that they are capable of defending 
their interests.

Belgium ambassador extols climate
friendly agricultural practices

Zuberi Mombeji, Ruvuma 
Regional Police Commander 
said: “We can confirm that 
two inmates have died, three 
more have been transferred 
to Tunduru District Hospital 
because of burns due to the 
lightning.”

He said the lightning 

struck the prison at around 
6:00 p.m. Saturday when 
the inmates were inside the 
prison.

The regional police chief 
said the inmates who died 
were both serving one-year 
sentence.

Reports from the area said 

this is the third incident to 
happen at the prison in the 
past two years.

Locals appealed to the 
government on setting up 
lightning arresters in the 
area to save people’s lives 
and properties because of 
frequent lightning.

“We can confirm 
that two inmates 
have died, three 
more have been 
transferred to 
Tunduru District 
Hospital because 
of burns due to 
the lightning.”
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By Guardian Correspondent, Simiyu

PRIMARY and secondary schools 
in Bariadi District in Simiyu Region 
lack good clean water and sewage 
systems, pit latrines and cleaning 
equipment, the situation threatens 
students’ health and through rampant 
infectious diseases.  

The remarks were given early this 
week by the Headteacher of Somanda 
B Primary School Travel Ndimangwa 
as he spoke to this paper, saying 
efforts by various stakeholders have 
resulted in building classrooms, but 
many schools in the district still lack 
good and adequate pit latrines.

He said his school has a total of 
1,157 students, 578 boys and 578 girls, 
but use only eight pit latrines, while 
the actual needs was 37 pit latrines, a 
shortage of 29, the situation prone to 

infectious diseases, such as diarrhea 
and cholera. 

Some students from Somanda and 
Salunda Primary Schools said the 
main challenge faced by the schools 
is the inadequacy of pit latrines 
compared to the number of students.

They said they were being 
inconvenienced by the few available 
pit latrines, the situation that denies 
them privacy when wanting to attend 
nature’s calls.

“Sometimes we are forced to 
go to unsanctioned places to help 
themselves outside schools’ premises, 
places that lack water, sometimes in 
nearby bushes,” said a Std VI student 
who did not like his name mentioned. 

Ndimangwa called for the 
government to give consideration 
to better performing schools, 
by improving their dilapidated 

infrastructures as a motivation for 
them to perform even better.

In 2019, Simiyu Region had 215,316 
households, whereby out of that only 
208,856 households (97 percent) 
had toilets, 97,536 households 
(46.7percent) had modern toilets.

“But, we’re still encouraging people 
to use of those toilet facilities to avoid 
waterborne disease outbreaks,” said 
Simiyu Regional Commissioner, 
Anthony Mtaka.

He encouraged the public to 
use toilets effectively to get rid of 
waterborne diseases.

According to a desk study carried 
out by the Water and Sanitation 
Programme (WSP), poor sanitation 
costs Tanzania US$206 million, and 
the sum is the equivalent to US$5 per 
person in Tanzania per year or 1% of 
the national GDP.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

AFRICAN governments have been 
called upon to rethink national 
statistical development strategies 
and make them fully embedded 
into national development plans for 
proper funding of statistical activities.

The call was made during the 
opening of the 7th Statistical 
Commission of Africa (StatCom) held 
virtually on Tuesday afternoon.

In opening remarks the Chair of the 
Bureau of StatCom Africa, Dr Albina 
Chuwa underscored the need for 
African countries to secure proper 
funding of statistical activities that 
are strongly linked to development 
programme.

“Our mandate, as Statisticians in 
Africa is ever crucial than this time 
where our region is committed to 
the Regional Agenda “Africa We 
want” “inclusive Growth” and The 
Decade of Action for achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals.” 
she said.

Dr Chuwa who is also the 
Statistician General emphasized the 
need for the production of accurate 
data and effective use of statistics in 
evidence-based policymaking. 

“We need numbers to measure 
our developmental processes. To see 
the inclusive growth we are talking 
about in Agenda 2030 for sustainable 
development and the Africa we want 
in Agenda 2063, then it’s crucial that 
we produce the numbers to inform 
our policymaking and decisions,” she 
said. 

The theme of the StatCom7 is: 
“Developing regional solutions to 
enhance the resilience of African 
national statistical systems to meet 
the need for data during the Decade 

of Action in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic”. 

She added that in the context 
of Agenda 2030 and the Agenda 
2063, the meeting will provide an 
opportunity for the African Statistical 
System to take stock of ongoing 
global initiatives and seek ways to 
mainstream ownership of new and/
or updated methodologies aiming at 
enhancing Member States’ statistical 
capacities. 

According to the chairperson 
Population and Housing Censuses 
remain the main comprehensive 
data source; four years to the end 
of the current cycle (2020 Round of 
Population Census), the participation 
of Africa region is very weak and too 
lower than the previous cycle (2010 
RPC).

Despite the current context, efforts 
should be deployed to conduct 
planned PHCs in particular for 
countries that have not conducted 
this operation since long time, she 
noted.

 “We need to have actual numbers 
of our in Africa; On behalf of my 
colleques in Africa, Let me request 
all African Governments to ensure 
Population and Housing Census is 
given a maximum priority it deserve” 
observed Dr Chuwa, adding that 
in Tanzania the Government is 
committed to conduct its 6th round 
of Population and Housing Census in 
August 2022.

She said, the Covid-19 outbreak 
appeals to the exploration of data 
sources other than the traditional 
data sources. Therefore, the African 
national statistical system must seek 
to extent to which non-government 
sectors including private sectors can 
join to fill the current data gaps.

StatCom7 opened virtually on 
Tuesday with a call from Ethiopia’s 
President Sahle-Work Zewde for 
Africa to urgently transform and 
modernize its national statistical 
systems, especially in light of the 
continuing novel coronavirus 
pandemic. 

In remarks to officially open 
the meeting,  Zewde said African 
governments need to provide more 
support and budgets for modernizing 
national statistical offices for 
evidence-based planning and 
decision making. 

“The transformation of national 
statistical systems in Africa is more 
important now than ever before 
as we fight against the pandemic 
and as we look to build stronger 
and better systems. Therefore, 
access to technology by national 
statistical systems must be promoted 
in all African countries in view of 
accelerating the production and use 
of data and statistics as public good,” 
she said. 

On her part, ECA Executive 
Secretary, Vera Songwe, agreed with 
Zewde on the need to modernize 
Africa’s statistical systems. 

“A lot more can be done with 
technology through our national 
statistical offices to improve on data 
collection and quality.  If we cannot 
measure, we cannot manage, we 
cannot plan and we cannot design 
policy. At a time when resources are 
scarce data is important to design 
and implement the right polices,” 
said Songwe. 

Digitalizing Africa’s national 
statistical systems, she said, is crucial 
if the continent is to move forward 
from the multifaceted impacts of 
COVID-19. 

African governments called upon to rethink 
national statistical development strategies

Lack of clean water, sewage systems 
threatens students’ health in Bariadi 

Former President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete receives a dummy cheque worth 14m/- from KCB Bank Tanzania corporate 
affairs and marketing director Christina Manyenye (R)  the bank’s donation to support autism children during the 
fundraising event organised by Lukiza Autism Foundation in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. Looking on are   the bank’s 
staff members. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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W
orld Food Day is 
an international day 
celebrated every year 
around the world on 

16 October in honour of the date of the 
founding of the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations in 
1945. The day is celebrated widely by 
many other organisations concerned 
with food security, including the World 
Food Programme and the International 
Fund for Agricultural Development. 

The World Food Day theme for 2014 
was Family Farming: “Feeding the world, 
caring for the earth”; in 2015 it was “Social 
Protection and Agriculture: Breaking 
the Cycle of Rural Poverty”; in 2016 it is 
Climate Change: “Climate is changing. 
Food and agriculture must too”,[1] which 
echoes the theme of 2008, and of 2002 
and 1989 before that.. 

World Food Day (WFD) was established 
by FAO’s Member Countries at the 
Organisation’s 20th General Conference 
in November 1979. The Hungarian 
Delegation, led by the former Hungarian 
Minister of Agriculture and Food Dr. 
Pál Romány, played an active role at the 
20th Session of the FAO Conference 
and suggested the idea of celebrating 
the WFD worldwide. It has since been 
observed every year in more than 150 
countries, raising awareness of the issues 
behind poverty and hunger. 

Since 1981, World Food Day has 
adopted a different theme each year in 
order to highlight areas needed for action 
and provide a common focus. 

Most of the themes revolve around 
agriculture because only investment 
in agriculture – together with support 
for education and health – will turn 
this situation around. The bulk of that 
investment will have to come from the 
private sector, with public investment 
playing a crucial role, especially in view 
of its facilitating and stimulating effect on 
private investment. 

In spite of the importance of agriculture 

as the driving force in the economies of 
many developing countries, this vital 
sector is frequently starved of investment. 
In particular, foreign aid to agriculture 
has shown marked declines over the past 
20 years. 

Food is any substance  consumed 
to provide nutritional support for an 
organism. Food is usually of plant, animal 
or fungal in origin, and contains essential 
nutrients, such as carbohydrates, fats, 
proteins, vitamins, or minerals. The 
substance is ingested by an organism 
and assimilated by the organism’s cells to 
provide energy, maintain life, or stimulate 
growth. Different species of animals have 
different feeding behaviours that satisfy 
the needs of their unique metabolisms, 
often evolved to fill a specific ecological 
niche within specific geographical 
contexts. 

Omnivorous humans are highly 
adaptable and have adapted to obtain 
food in many different ecosystems. 
Historically, humans secured food 
through two main methods: hunting and 
gathering and agriculture. As agricultural 
technologies increased, humans settled 
into agriculture lifestyles with diets 
shaped by the agriculture opportunities 
in their geography. Geographic and 
cultural differences has led to creation 
of numerous cuisines and culinary arts, 
including a wide array of ingredients, 
herbs, spices, techniques, and dishes. As 
cultures have mixed through forces like 
international trade and globalisation, 
ingredients have become more widely 
available beyond their geographic and 
cultural origins, creating a cosmopolitan 
exchange of different food traditions and 
practices. 

Today, the majority of the food 
energy required by the ever-increasing 
population of the world is supplied 
by the industrial food industry, which 
produces food with intensive agriculture 
and distributes it through complex food 
processing and food distribution systems. 

Climate is changing: Food 
and agriculture must too 

Controlling neglected tropical diseases will 
 boost fight against HIV, TB, and malaria

A
chieving success in the 
global fight against the ‘big 
three’ diseases namely HIV/
AIDS, tuberculosis and 

malaria, which together account for 5.6 
million deaths a year, may well require 
a concurrent attack on the world’s most 
neglected tropical diseases. Neglected 
tropical diseases  are a diverse group of 
tropical infections which are common 
in low-income populations in developing 
regions of Africa, Asia, and the Americas.  
They are caused by a variety of pathogens 
such as viruses, bacteria, protozoa and 
parasitic worms.   These diseases are 
contrasted with the big three infectious 
diseases (HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and 
malaria), which generally receive greater 
treatment and research funding.  In sub-
Saharan Africa, the effect of these diseases 
as a group is comparable to malaria and 
tuberculosis.  NTD co-infection can also 
make HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis more 
deadly.  

Some pharmaceutical companies 
have committed to donating all the 
drug therapies required, and mass 
drug administration (for example, mass 
deworming) has been successfully 
accomplished in several countries.  
However, preventive measures are often 
more accessible in the developed world, 
but not universally available in poorer 
areas.  Within developed countries, 
neglected tropical diseases affect the very 
poorest in society.  

Twenty neglected tropical diseases 
are prioritized by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), though other 
organisations define NTDs differently.   
These diseases are common in 149 
countries, affecting more than 1.4 billion 
people (including more than 500 million 
children)  and costing developing 
economies billions of dollars every year.  
They resulted in 142,000 deaths in 2013—
down from 204,000 deaths in 1990. 

Over 560 million people across Africa 
remain at risk of neglected tropical 
diseases (NTDs) a group of parasitic 
and bacterial infectious diseases that 
include among other river blindness and 

intestinal worms.
A recent report by the Economist 

Intelligence Unit (EIU) research and 
analysis division of The Economist Group 
says in the over 54 countries across Africa 
where NTDs persist, there is a great 
economic and social burden due to these 
diseases.

The most common NTDs in Africa are 
intestinal worms and schistosomiasis 
(bilharzia). NTDs affect societies’ most 
marginalised and poverty-stricken 
communities that often have limited 
access to clean water and good sanitation. 
If left untreated, these diseases can cause 
disability and early death.

According to the ministry of health 
in Uganda, NTDs also cause reduced 
economic productivity and social stigma.

Found in Uganda include among 
other lymphatic filariasis (elephantiasis), 
leprosy, schistosomiasis (bilharzia), and 
soil-transmitted helminthes (intestinal 
worms), plus sleeping sickness.

Now African countries and 
stakeholders have been asked to go 
beyond the continuous treatment of 
disease and move towards preventing 
disease through improved sanitation 
programmes, health education, and data 
collection.

The report also points out the need for 
governments to own and lead initiatives 
so that solutions are better tailored to 
local needs.

The economic benefits of ending 
these diseases are profound across all 
levels of society, and require a locally 
owned multi-stakeholder approach,” said 
Karen Palacio, Associate Vice President, 
Programmes, The END Fund a private 
philanthropic Initiative to control and 
eliminate NTDs.

The report that focused on Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Rwanda, and Zimbabwe suggests 
that meeting the WHO’s NTD 2030 
targets could result in GDP gains of 
$5.1bn at Purchasing Power Parity (PPP) 
- a measurement that uses the prices of 
specific goods in different countries to 
compare currencies - between 2021 and 
2040.

By Special Correspondent

W
e are in the midst of a 
health and economic 
crisis which has 
drastically changed 

the way we do things. The pessimists 
will say the coronavirus (Covid-19) 
pandemic has come to turn our lives 
upside down but the optimists among 
us will say that it is opening our eyes, 
forcing us out of our comfort zones 
and making us do things we have never 
attempted to do before. And therefore, 
despite the challenges we face and the 
hardships we are enduring because of 
Covid-19, we must look to the future 
with hope and optimism.  

For a couple of months our borders 
were closed as one of the many 
measures put in place to protect 
ourselves from being infected with 
Covid-19. When our borders were 
sealed, we found it extremely difficult to 
import what we ordinarily considered 
as everyday supplies especially and 
other basic commodities.

For a very long time, we took it for 
granted that we will always get what 
we need from across the border. If 
we thought that agricultural self-
sustainability was not at all necessary, 
Covid-19 has come and showed us that 
we need to be less dependent on others 
and start producing our own food to 
feed our own people and to create jobs. 

Most of the agricultural products 

that we consume are imported. No 
one could have predicted the Covid-19 
pandemic and its impact on our 
economic life. It has come to open our 
eyes as wide as possible to the stark 
realities that await us if we continue to 
do nothing to become less dependent 
on other countries for our agricultural 
products. 

The only thing that is certain for the 
Namibian economy in a post-COVID-19 
environment is that recovery will 
take time and is not going to happen 
overnight. But there is hope.

Initiatives like the ‘Youth in 
Agriculture’ gives us hope and 
confidence in a prosperous Namibia 
that is able to feed her people from her 
own soil.

I am inspired by the fact that Youth 

in Agriculture are working towards 
accelerating the involvement of young 
people in agriculture and farming 
as well as to enable rural youth and 
women to access funding to acquire 
knowledge and the necessary tools to 
establish independent yet profitable 
agribusiness enterprises. 

This initiative, if fully supported and 
aggressively implemented, has the 
potential to address socio-economic 
challenges such as unemployment, 
food insecurity and poverty.

The message to our youth is loud and 
clear. Farming can no longer be treated 
as weekend pastimes. Agriculture is a 
critical cog in the economic landscape 
of our country. 

It must be given the respect it 
deserves. As emerging and aspiring 

agriculturalists, young people must 
treat agriculture as a business like any 
other.  Give it love, give it attention and 
learn about new methods of farming 
like a lawyer or an accountant would 
do in their respective careers. 

The world of agriculture is forever 
evolving. They are now talking about 
precision agriculture to ensure 
profitability, sustainability and the 
protection of the environment. 

In this era of the Fourth Industrial 
Revolution, young people have the 
advantage of leveraging from the 
developments in ICT, innovation and 
agribusiness solutions. 

I therefore dare state that we should 
resist the temptation to stick to goats 
and cattle and focusing only on potato, 
onion and tomato farming. The world 
is your oyster and the sky is your limit.

There are sub-sectors of farming that 
are hitherto under-invested. I am here 
referring to poultry farming, hydro 
and aquaponics, high value cash crops 
which young people can consider and 
make handsome profits from it.

With the potential that farming offers, 
it should not be an embarrassment 
to study towards a qualification in 
agriculture. It is the weapons we need 
to fight the ultimate fight for food self- 
security, employment creation and 
poverty eradication. The importance 
of having more graduates in modern 
agriculture can therefore not be 
overemphasised.

By paul steele  

T
he scale of the pandemic’s 
impact on everyone’s 
lives goes far beyond 
what anyone could have 

anticipated six months ago. This week, 
as the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank meet (12-18 Oct) to 
agree measures to control COVID-19’s 
sledgehammer effect on the global 
economy, governments have the 
opportunity to agree a recovery plan 
that can put the economy back on 
track while helping to address rising 
debt, as well as climate change and the 
accelerating loss of nature.

Debt and climate change top 
the meeting’s agenda. The scale of 
developing country debt was soaring 
even before the pandemic, reaching 
almost US$8 trillion in 2019. The 
pandemic has made the situation 
much worse. The World Bank’s new 
poverty projections suggest its effects 
and the resulting global recession will 
push 110 to 150 million more people 
into extreme poverty by 2021.

Falling exports and declining tax 
revenues are causing fiscal crises and 
a shortage of foreign currency, leading 
debt in low-income countries to rocket. 

Already more than 100 countries had 
to go to the IMF, the ‘lender of last 
resort’, as the usual government and 
private commercial lender options are 
constrained by the economic fallout of 
COVID-19. It is the only lender that has 
cancelled any actual debt.

Addressing debt and the combined 
crises of climate change and biodiversity 
loss can seem overwhelming. But 
by adopting a system of large-scale 
debt swaps as part of post-COVID-19 
recovery measures, it is possible to 
help address all three.

By exchanging an existing debt 
contract for one that writes off debt 
or reduces its original value by, for 
example, having repayments made 
in the debtor country’s currency 
or charging lower interest rates, a 
developing country’s overall external 
debt could be reduced. The money 
saved would be used to invest in 
poverty-reducing programmes and 
initiatives including climate smart 
agriculture, renewable energy and 

afforestation, stimulating growth and 
so reducing the need for future debt.

To date, debt swaps have been 
limited to a few small-scale projects, 
such as in the Seychelles, in which 
the money was managed in trust 
funds by international NGOs. But by 
creditors channelling money direct 
to developing country governments’ 
budgets, debt swaps can be large-scale. 

This would link them to specific 
debtor government policies on tackling 
climate change, biodiversity loss and 
poverty, making them more cost 
effective and better at addressing the 
needs of the most vulnerable women, 
children and men living in poverty 
while helping to build resilience to 
these crises.

By having the money channelled 
through debtor governments’ financial 
systems, it increases accountability to 
their citizens and means they have an 
interest in ensuring the environmental 
programmes are effective.

Large-scale debt swaps for climate 

and nature will benefit public and 
private lenders as debt will be invested 
productively to increase sustainable 
economic growth and so reduce the 
need for further debt write-offs. For 
public creditors, they provide a new 
source of money for addressing these 
problems. 

This particularly applies to China, 
the largest bilateral holder of debt, 
which will host the Biodiversity 
Conference in 2021, and help meet 
one of the conference’s key objectives 
of increasing biodiversity financing. 
The system will also help private 
creditors meet their commitments 
to shareholders and the wider public 
to improve their environmental 
standards and action.

By adopting large-scale debt swaps 
for climate and nature, governments 
and powerful finance institutions 
meeting this week can help repair 
markets and address the triple crises 
of debt, climate change and the 
destruction of nature.

Choosing sustainable way out of
the pandemic’s economic chaos

Studying agriculture not an embarrassment
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2020 has been a rough year for all of us. For a couple of 
months, everything seemed to be on a downward spiral. 
A lot was happening all at once and life left us in a daze. 
Yeah, Covid-19 happened! Around the world, many people 
lost their lives. Others lost their sources of livelihood while 
others barely got by. On the upside, some were able to push 
through life normally while others made it big. 

For me, January 2020 started as a promising month that 
would see my dreams come true. The stars were finally 
aligning in my favour. But that would not be the case. All my 
plans were met with curfews, lockdowns, and restrictions 
and everything came to a standstill, literally. 

Despite this, I was able to realize and understand a cou-
ple of things in the months that followed. It was an aha pe-
riod that gave me awareness and appreciation. 

My mental health
During my stay at home due to the lockdown, I was able 

to get a better understanding of my mental health and how 
I needed to safeguard and be more aware of the things 
and triggers around me. For instance, when alone and in 
my thoughts, I was able to learn my moods, how to adjust 
them, and how to employ different coping mechanisms. 

Made more meaningful connections with loved ones
During this period, I couldn’t help but worry about my 

loved ones. I would call and text and always eager to know 
how they were doing and feeling about this situation. This 
has made me more aware of the importance of family and 
close friends. Because of this, I have learned to always 

Lesson on Covid this year
check in on them regularly 
to date. I have also created 
more time for my family 
and created deeper bonds 
with them. 

Lifestyle changes 
If there’s one thing that 

Covid-19 has taught me is 
that there’s so much more 
to life than partying and 
getting wasted all the while 
spending loads of money. I 
have recognized that I can 
have fun in the comfort-
able confines of my home 
and spend next to nothing 
while at it. I have learned 
to be more cautious about 
what I eat, drink, watch, 
and say. I am now able 
to make more conscious 
decisions and adjust to a 
healthier and fulfilling life-
style. 

Focusing on what’s im-

By  Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela   

T
he question of racism among young white South 
Africans, and how the structural patterns of racism 
intersect with familial and personal dimensions to 
awaken the hateful and violent expressions of racism 

is an important one – they are the next generation who will 
either restore or disrupt the vision of change and transforma-
tion in our institutions. 

Debates in the psychology field on intergenerational reper-
cussions of historical trauma in the South African context usu-
ally focus on children of victims and survivors of apartheid. 
Very rarely do these discussions lead to avenues of inquiry 
that seek to address the problem of the transgenerational re-
currence of racist hatred among young white South Africans.

We have repeatedly witnessed public expressions of anti-
black racism across the country. Whether it is the rant of 
Adam Catzavelos or Matthew Theunissen about “k*****s”, or 
the savage beating of Khabonina Mkhonza by Christiaan Mul-
ler, her employer’s son, the perpetrators of these racist acts 
are young – a state of affairs about which the Gauteng Educa-
tion Minister, Panyaza Lesufi, once expressed puzzlement in 
an interview on the national radio station SAfm.

Young white South Africans have more opportunities to 
interact with their black counterparts than their parents did 
under apartheid. From their schooling to higher education 
and to their work experiences and the world of cultural and 
creative arts, they encounter and interact with black people in 
ways that were not available to their parents’ generation. This 
is a blessing and a curse. A blessing from the point of view of 
the transformative potential of integration, and the solidarity 
that can emerge from this.

At the same time, however, this may be a “curse” for young 
white adults for whom the expectations of democratic citizen-
ship throw up internal conflicts and frustrations because they 
cannot rely on their whiteness in the same way that their par-
ents’ generation did. They do not occupy the position of “pref-
erential treatment” for opportunities in the higher education 
and employment sector.

Some of them may have grown up with the idea of the in-
feriority of black people ingrained in their psyches. Even 
when they have attended schools where they were “mixing 
with blacks”, with frequent visits by black classmates to their 
homes for sleepovers, this may have been a one-way street, 
the nature of which reinforced their superiority over their 
black friends – a worldview further strengthened by everyday 
reality in their schools and in other institutions in later life.

The edifices of this world of superiority, however, are con-
stantly being challenged in a society in which black people are 
active and visible citizens. This has many complicated emo-
tional and intrapsychic consequences for the young people 
who may prefer blacks to occupy “their” place at the bottom 
of the well: destructive emotions such as hatred, shame, envy. 
These emotions are often disowned, split off and projected 
outward and targeting black people, which may in turn evoke 
feelings of being undermined and a sense of inferiority for 
some black people and the anger stirred by these emotions.

Far from trying to convey a message of despair, my aim here 
is to challenge those of us concerned with social justice and 
transformation to continue searching for solutions that might 
offer the best possibilities of creating an environment of recip-
rocal respect and understanding in our institutions.

When these dynamics of racism described here play out in 
black-white relationships, they may be reproduced repeatedly 
in the context of social and institutional structures that sustain 
them. Perhaps this projection of uncomfortable feelings on to 
black people offers another way of understanding Robin Di-
Angelo’s phenomenon of “white fragility”.

I am, however, not concerned so much about “white fra-
gility”. Pay racists no mind because they will distract you. 
Sometimes, when someone calls you by a racial slur, the aim 
is to make you feel diminished, precisely because you evoke a 
sense of inferiority in the racist – they feel weakened by your 
presence or by what you represent. What concerns me is the 
trap of black fragility, when the reaction to the behaviour of 
racists is interpreted as if the particular racist actually is in a 
position of power in relation to the person who is the target 
of the racist slur.

We should continue to fight racism and all forms of bigotry 
in all our institutions. As we do so, we should also be aware 
of the importance of building mutual solidarity that will con-
nect us to the vision of social justice. This requires that in our 
imagination of an approach to dismantle the structures that 
sustain racism, we should guard against unwittingly enabling 
racism to operate in new forms that might give power to peo-
ple who are unreflective about their actions against processes 
of democratic transformation. 

Let’s avoid the trap of black fragility: Tempering 
the right to express outrage with moral wisdom

portant
Thanks to the lockdown and curfews, I have been able to 

focus on more important things and finish up on projects 
that I started. I have taken several courses within that time 
that have gone ahead to be a part of my self-improvement 
journey. I have also been able to prioritize and

critically think about what is necessary and what’s not. 
Despite the positive impact that Covid-19 has had on me 

in the past months, there is also the uncertainty of what 
lies ahead; what life has in store post-Covid. There is un-
certainty in the resumption of work, how the health sys-
tem has changed, how the economy is still on its knees, 
the fate of schools and education lies solely on how we 
control the virus and how we can adequately adapt to the 
new normal. 

Although Covid has had negative impacts on us all, I 
have learned to be more caring, empathetic, and compas-
sionate towards others; values I believe will help me get by 
in life literally! 

College Comfort Zone
With 

Salima Hamisi

saly30@gmail.com
0762 174 124
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During COVID 19 crisis, Tanzanian 
youth through Jilinde project devel-
oped digital awareness and platform 
economy to protect, educate and fa-
cilitate people on how best they could 
still work effectively and efficiently 
while at home. Our reporter GERALD 
KITABU caught up with the Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer for Mulika organiza-
tion Hussein Melele on the awareness 
and capacity building project and 
here he sheds light. Excerpts:

QUESTION: What do you mean by 
this digital awareness?

ANSWER: This is a digital awareness 
and platform economy to protect, edu-
cate and empower people on how best 
they could still work effectively and effi-
ciently while at home. We youth came up 
with this initiative after seeing that some 
people locked in themselves, they could 
no longer go to work. This digital aware-
ness also reminded the community to 
keep taking necessary preventive meas-
ures for staying safe and healthy. Further-
more, this digital awareness provided ac-
curate preventive tips to the community. 
This project also introduced Tanzanian 
youths and SMEs to the platform econo-
my by providing them with the relevant 
tools and resources during the COVID19 
crisis to keep managing well their busi-
ness. The initiative also targets using on-
line and offline tools to create awareness. 

Q: What groups do you exactly tar-
get?

A: The project targeted three groups; 
young people who are looking for in-
come generation opportunities after 
losing jobs, SMEs and startups who are 
struggling to access markets and deliv-
ers services, and grassroots communities 
who lack accurate information about the 
COVID19 outbreak. 

The different strategies were utilized 
to ensure the public is reached out in a 
way that would ensure information is un-
derstood in a local context through a por-
tal that is available throughout with im-
portant information about the virus and 
guidance on safety measures through 
uses of cartoons, pictures, animations.

Q: How did your project help the 
blind?

A: The project did not leave anyone 
behind. We were able to print the Braille 
Handouts for the blind people. We want-
ed to make sure that  every person get  
important message on how to keep stay-
ing safe and taking all the necessary pre-
ventive measures during the COVID19 
crisis.

Q: What about the petty traders?
A: The project was able to build the 

platform economy for SMEs and start-
ups. We created a portal that helped 
them to gain knowledge on how to capi-
talize on digital platforms so that they 
could continue to work and operate dur-
ing and after the COVID19 crisis. Beyond 
the portal, there was active campaign on 
activities such as webinars, boot camps, 
virtual and training for the startups and 
SMEs.  Since the normal business cycle 
had been disrupted by the pandemic, 
many startups and SMEs faced many 
challenges including lack of capital. The 
platform linked them to social media 
tools and other logistics.

 
Q: You focus on promoting commu-

nity development, if that is the case, 
what were the follow up activities es-
pecially after the pandemic?

A: It is true that our organization is the 
youth-serving organization that focuses 
on promoting community development 

and empowering marginalized people to 
meaningfully and effectively participat-
ing in the development agendas. We have 
a  strong background and experience in 
using traditional and digital media for 
driving social impacts. 

The organization planned to conduct 
several follow up activities after the pan-
demic. They include grassroots citizens 
engagement (offline and online interven-
tions), creating information Portal which 
will be easily accessible using prominent 
social media platforms to provide accu-
rate information about COVID19. We are 
also planning more outreach activities 
in Dar es Salaam to create awareness to 
the communities residing and working in 
high-risk areas such as market places on 
how best they can take precautions and 
prevent themselves. 

  
Q: What is your advice to the youth 

and Tanzanians at large?
A: The Youth should work hard. They 

should understand that the future of 
themselves and the future of this nation 
are all in their hand.  Mulika Tanzania is 
playing its part; we want the youth also 
to play their part. Our organization has 
engaged the young people to be pio-
neers and promote values and principles 
of human rights. We hope that through 
this project which is supported by the 
Open Society Initiative for Eastern and 
Southern Africa (OSIEA), the youth will 
be active players in the development of 
thi nation.

How Jilinde project created preventive measures 
to stay safe and health during the COVID 19 

Jilinde project benefiting the youth on preventive measures to stay safe and 
health during the COVID 19 in Dar e salaam.
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A
N electric vehicle battery manufac-
turing company, EcoGraf Limited of 
Australia is waiting for the govern-
ment’s approval of a U$60 million 

loan proposal developed jointly with Germany’s 
KfW IPEX-Bank to finance Epanko Graphite Mine 
in Mahenge District of Morogoro Region.

In an annual report for 2020, the Australian 
based company said through its local subsidi-
ary, TanzGraphite, it has also made a number of 
commitments to support government efforts to 
industrialise such as to operate on-site certified 
laboratory and secured product warehouse

“TanzGraphite has established a framework 
for on-going Mining Commission reporting and 
compliance meetings progressing with relevant 
government ministries in Tanzania to advance 
the U$60 million debt financing proposal made 
to the government for the construction of the 
new Epanko Graphite Mine,” the report said.

The financing proposal was presented to the 
government in March 2020 with the aim of sim-
plifying and fast-tracking the financing process. 
“Subject to the agreement with the Government 
of Tanzania, EcoGraf and KfW IPEX-Bank are 
ready to proceed to prepare formal loan docu-
mentation to enable the financing arrangements 
to be implemented,” the annual report stated.

The company which forecasts that the 60,000 

EcoGraf seeking government approval for 
U$60m loan to finance Epanko Graphite 

Graphite mining technicians at Epanko Mine.

MAPUTO 

Mozambique published its proposed model for a sover-
eign wealth fund as it prepares to reap as much as $96 billion 
— more than six times the size of its current gross domestic 
product — from liquefied natural gas projects that companies 
including Total SE are building.

The developments, which are the biggest private invest-
ments yet in Africa, could make Mozambique the continent’s 
second-biggest producer of the fuel. 

The central bank laid out plans for how the fund may func-
tion and which institutions it will report to. The proposal an-
ticipates that the $96 billion will accumulate over the lifetime 
of the projects.

The fund will build up savings and contribute to fiscal stabil-
ity when commodity prices fluctuate, according to the docu-
ment published on the Bank of Mozambique’s website on Mon-
day. Lawmakers would regulate the fund with the Ministry of 
Economy and Finance managing it. The central bank will man-
age the fund’s operations and implement its investment policy.

A monthly subscription is charged pro rata, based on the day 
of purchase. 

This is non-refundable and includes a R5 once-off sign-up 
fee. A yearly subscription is refundable within 14 days of pur-
chase and includes a 365-day membership.

The government will need to deal with escalating violence 
in the northern Cabo Delgado province where the projects are 
located before it enjoys the full benefits. 

Fighters linked to Islamic State in August seized the port 
town of Mocimboa da Praia – about 60 kilometres south of 
where Total is spending $20 billion on its project. It’s not clear 
when the state will regain control. 

The final proposal will be sent to the government after con-
sidering public comments. The southeast African nation plans 
to have it operating before revenue from LNG starts to flow, 
with first production due in 2022 from the smallest of the three 
projects planned.

Other key points from the central bank’s plan: An independ-
ent company should audit the fund’s accounts annually, and 
the central bank must provide quarterly updates; During the 
first two decades of LNG production, half of the state’s revenue 
should go to the fund and the rest to government’s budget. 

Mozambique outlines fund 
plan for $96bn gas windfall

By The Banker Reporter

MULTILATERAL development banks have warned 
that support to the private sector and smaller enter-
prises to survive a possible insolvency crisis in Sub 
Sahara Africa, is needed urgently.

The MDBs and Development Finance Institutions 
senior executives who met in Kampala last week said 
in a statement that said multilateral development 
banks’ responses need backing to uphold a well-
functioning trade finance market.

The report, which brings together perspectives 
and insights from 70 trade finance executives from 
20 countries, unanimously calls for an urgent switch 
in the focus of support programs towards private 
sector and smaller enterprises to avoid a ‘second 
wave insolvency crisis.’

“Demand for trade finance instruments in the first 
half of 2020 seems to have flattened compared to 
growth expectations, while banks, supplying those 
instruments, have typically flown to safety restrict-
ing their lending to existing clients,” the report said. 

The bankers further noted that overall, the market 
has contracted from at least 10 percent on average 
from 2019 levels in volume and even greater in val-
ue because of furloughed projects and investments 
with full recovery only anticipated by end of 2021.

“Banking executives interviewed mentioned that 
their main constraints revolved around risk uncer-
tainties and macro-prudential limitations to extend 
credit outside of their comfort zone, especially dur-
ing a persisting pandemic,” the report noted.

The report makes several priority recommenda-
tions for MDBs to adopt including: a switch in focus 
to private sector support, increasing availability of 

Multilateral banks warn against 
insolvency crisis post Covid-19

East African Development Bank’s CEO, Vivienne Yeda Apopo.

JOHANNESBURG 

GSMA has announced it will host MWC Africa in Kigali, 
Rwanda in 2021, bringing the leading global event series 
to the continent for the first time. GSMA Director Gener-
al, Mats Granryd, announced the news during his open-
ing keynote address at Thrive Africa, the GSMA’s virtual 
event platform, which runs from the 29 September to 1 
October 2020.

MWC21 Africa will bring together the leading names 
from business and technology to become the continent’s 
most connected and influential event. This premier 
event is part of the GSMA’s flagship series of MWC events, 
which includes editions in Barcelona, Shanghai and Los 
Angeles.

“I am proud of what we have built with Thrive and the 
previous Mobile 360 events, which have helped shape 
the continent’s connected digital future,” said Granryd 
(pictured). “From 2021 we will celebrate MWC Africa, 
joining our world-leading platform for thought-leader-
ship and technology, recognising the important role Af-
rica will play in our connected future.”

“Around the world, access to mobile internet is help-
ing close the digital divide. Its transformative power is 
nowhere more obvious than in Africa. That is why I’m 
excited about welcoming the world to Kigali next year to 
shine a light on African mobile and tech innovation.”

This year, Thrive Africa will examine the role of con-
nectivity in powering a better future, and how this can 
accelerate to achieve the best outcomes in terms of 
health provision, economic benefits and inclusion. Con-
ceived by the GSMA, Orange, MTN, ZTE and Mastercard, 

Thrive Africa will bring Africa’s leaders together for a 
virtual event to create the continent’s most connected 
and influential technology experience. The event is also 
sponsored by Huawei, Intelsat, MFS Africa and, Safari-
com.

During the event, speakers will also discuss Africa’s 
readiness for the 4th Industrial Revolution: in the next 
five years, the continent will host 1.3 billion devices and 
IoT connections, but increased connectivity will be es-
sential to maximise the available benefits.

Africa’s mobile economy
The GSMA has also published its annual Mobile Econ-

omy Sub-Saharan Africa report to coincide with Thrive 
Africa. This in-depth study explores the latest data, 
forecasts and trends for the region. It includes a range 
of policy recommendations that will help ensure that 
mobile internet makes the best possible contribution to 
the regional economy, particularly in light of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the fastest-growing re-
gion, with 477 million mobile subscribers at the end of 
2019, with an additional 137 million subscribers over the 

period to 2025, representing a CAGR of 4.3%. Notably, 
272 million are now mobile internet users, representing 
26% of the population. In 2019, mobile technologies and 
services generated 9% of GDP in Sub-Saharan Africa, a 
contribution of more than $155 billion.

This year, GSMA Thrive Africa will host the first-ever 
regional Policy Leaders Forum, following the format of 
the Ministerial Programme at MWC Barcelona, but with a 
dedicated African focus. It brings together key stakehold-
ers from ministries, regulatory bodies and the broader 
mobile ecosystem to exchange views, and consider how 
all mobile players in Africa are adapting to a new era of 
intelligent connectivity.

“The findings from our Mobile Economy Sub-Saharan 
Africa report clearly show the importance and value of 
digital connectivity,” said Akinwale Goodluck, GSMA 
Head of Africa. “Realising the full potential of a progres-
sive digital future requires an informed policy debate of 
the sort that GSMA Thrive Africa will deliver. I look for-
ward to welcoming everyone in person to the inaugural 
MWC21 Africa, an event which represents the continent’s 
next step towards closing the digital divide.”

About half billion people subscribe to mobile services in Africa

“EcoGraf ’s preferred feedstocks, in-
cluding Epanko material from the com-
pany’s development ready project in 
Tanzania, demonstrated superior per-
formance against existing material used 
in the lithium-ion battery market,” the 
company added.

Results demonstrate the importance 
of battery graphite crystallinity which 
has a direct effect on battery perfor-
mance factors such as power output, 
battery life and charging capability, the 
report pointed out. 

“50 percent increase in production 
to 60,000tpa positions Epanko to be a 
major baseload supplier of high value 
graphite products to traditional and 
emerging graphite markets,” EcoGraf 
stated adding that low pre-production 
capital of U$88.9 million and low oper-
ating costs from Dar es Salaam Port at 
U$500/t free on-board.

In compliance with local content 
rules, the company said has submitted 
plans to Mining Commission indicating 
that, among other things, promising a 
64 percent of economic return to the 
country; skills development and tech-
nology transfer in high growth battery 
energy market. “TanzGraphite bank ac-
counts to be held in Tanzania.” 

risk-sharing instruments as well as a more granu-
lar funding offering.  There is need to emphasise 
pooling of efforts and resources across MDBs 
and DFIs operating in Africa to respond more ef-
fectively to the unfolding situation,” the multilat-
eral banking chiefs added.

The MDBs and DFIs which took part at the con-

ference included: African Development Bank, 
Arab Bank for Economic Development, Banque 
Ouest-Africaine de Développement, East African 
Development Bank, International Chamber of 
Commerce, International Trade Center, Inter-
national Islamic Trade Finance Corporation and 
Trade and Development Bank.

metric tons per annum project will enable Treasury earn 
U$3 billion during its estimated 40 years lifespan which will 
greatly contribute towards Tanzania’s social economic devel-

opment.
EcoGraf which plans to build lithium-ion batteries for elec-

tric cars in Australia has already secured markets in Asian. 
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G
CR Ratings which 
is affiliated to New 
York Stock Exchange-
listed Duff & Phelps, 

has affirmed Reliance Insurance 
Company Tanzania Limited’s 
national scale financial strength 
rating of A(TZ) with a stable 
outlook.

In its latest statement, GCR 
said the rating of Reliance 
reflects the strengths and 
weaknesses of the group and its 
subsidiary, given that the insurer 
is the core operating entity of 
the group. In this respect, the 
rating is underpinned by the 
group’s very strong risk adjusted 
capitalisation, intermediate 
earnings and liquidity. 

“Nevertheless, the business 
profile remains a rating restraint, 
characterised by an average 
market position and moderate 
levels of premium diversification, 
the GCR report stated adding that 

Rating firm affirms Reliance Insurance 
Tanzania’s stable outlook status
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GABORONE 

Two senior executives at Botswana 
supermarket chain Choppies Enter-
prises Ltd. are suing former auditors 
PwC for R653 million ($40 million) 
for not signing off on the company’s 
2018 accounts, which led to a share 
price collapse.

Choppies Chief Executive Officer 
Ramachandran Ottapathu and Ex-
ecutive Director Ismail Farouk allege 
that PwC didn’t complete the audit in 
part to pressure the company to hire 
PwC director Rudi Binedell as head of 
finance, according to a statement is-
sued on behalf of the directors. The 
duo filed the lawsuit at the High Court 
in Gaborone, Botswana’s capital.

Choppies said in September 2018 
that it was working with PwC to as-
sess a number of past accounting 
practices, including around previous 
acquisitions, that needed independ-
ent verification and legal analysis. 
That would delay the release of earn-
ings, the retailer said.

“PwC confirms that it is currently 
embroiled in legal proceedings with 
two directors of our erstwhile client, 
Choppies Enterprises, which action 
is defended by PwC,” Gaborone-
based director Binedell said in an 
emailed response to questions. “Out 
of respect for the court’s process we 
do not believe it appropriate to com-
ment publicly.”

Accounting scandals

While the lawsuit criticises PwC for 
being too tough on a client, auditing 
firms around the world are more of-
ten being scrutinised for taking too 
long to uncover fraud, such as at Ger-
man payments giant Wirecard AG. In 
South Africa, the role of accountants 
was questioned amid the scandal that 
led to the near collapse of retailer 
Steinhoff International Holdings NV 
in late 2017, while KPMG’s work with 
a family found to be involved in state 
corruption was also heavily criticised.

PwC’s decision had far-reaching 
consequences for Choppies, which 
was suspended from Johannesburg’s 
stock exchange after the earnings de-
lay. Ottapathu was ousted for his role 
in the debacle, but was reinstated af-
ter a probe by Ernst & Young found 
that he had done nothing wrong.

The shares lost about two-thirds of 
their value between September 2018 
and their suspension on November 1 
of that year. The stock is still not trad-
ing in South Africa, but was reinstated 
on the Gaborone Stock Exchange in 
July. Ottapathu and Farouk are both 
shareholders.

“There was such a drop in share 
price due to the delay announce-
ment,” Ottapathu said by phone. 
“That is the damage that we are claim-
ing.” Following the accounting issues, 
Choppies sold supermarkets in South 
Africa and said it will focus on expan-
sion in Botswana. PwC was replaced 
as auditor by Mazars, which holds the 
same role at Steinhoff.

PwC hit by 
$40m lawsuit 
from Botswana 
supermarket chain

risk adjusted capitalisation 
remained very strong, 
supported by the recent 
turnaround in earnings 
performance. 

“As such, the GCR capital 
adequacy ratio improved to 
3.3x last year against 2018 
while the statutory CAR 
remained high at 2.7x against 
3.3x in 2018. Going forward, 
risk adjusted capitalisation 
could be assessed at similar 
levels should the recent 
turnaround in profitability be 
sustained and contribute to 
capital growth, considering 
potential risks emanating 
from the COVID-19 
pandemic,” the report added.

The insurer’s earnings are 
assessed to be intermediate, 
taking into account the recent 
turnaround in underwriting 
results and enhanced bottom 
line performance. The 
turnaround in underwriting 

profitability was largely 
driven by a reduction in 
operating expenses, offsetting 
a moderate increase in claims 
incurred, the rating agency 
noted. 

In this regard, the operating 
expense ratio improved to 45 
percent against 77 percent in 
2018, while the claims ratio 
closed higher at 40 percent 
compared to 34 percent, 
attributable to an increase in 
motor commercial claims. 

“Resultantly, the group 
reported an underwriting 
surplus of 784m/- compared 
to a loss of 3.2bn/- two 
years back, translating to 
an underwriting margin 
of six percent. This was 
further supported by healthy 
investment income, which 
grew to 2.4bn/-, with the 
group closing the year with a 
net profit after tax of 2.5bn/-,” 
the GCR report explained. 

“While note is taken of the 
reduction in earnings in first 
six month of this year caused 
by flood claims incurred in 
January, the insurer’s ability to 
sustain earnings turnaround 
over the rating outlook may 
be positively viewed,” the 
report elaborated.

Liquidity was maintained 
at an intermediate level, 
supported by conservative 
asset allocation. Accordingly, 
cash and stressed financial 
assets coverage of net 
technical provisions 
stabilised at 1.8x at FY19, 
while coverage of operational 
cost requirements was 
sustained at 24 months. 
Liquidity metrics are 
expected to measure at 
similar levels going forward 
given management’s strategy 
of maintaining the current 
asset allocation, the GCR 
report revealed.

NAIROBI 

Troubled Botswana 
retailer Choppies owed 
Kenyan banks and suppli-
ers Sh1.2 billion, regulatory 
filings show, which it tried 
to settle through inventory 
sales before exiting the 
country’s market.

The retailer has revealed 
that the fire sale of assets 
last year realised Sh657 
million—shrinking the val-
ue of its moveable assets 
from Sh753 million in 2019 
to Sh136 million as at June 
30, 2020. Choppies said 
that local shareholders 
would take over 25 percent 
of the debt (Sh312 million).

Parin Bharatkumar Patel 
and Birju Pradipkumar Pa-
tel are the two directors of 
the Export Trading Group 
(ETG), which sold Ukwala 
Supermarkets to Choppies 
and became partners in a 
joint venture. The Botswa-
na owners have also com-
mitted to personally pay 
72 million Botswana Pula 
(Sh681 million) if further 
Kenya debts materialise.

“All the stores except the 
equipment of one store 
were disposed of during 
the financial year, and the 
realised amounts have 
been used to settle the li-
abilities. Choppies Enter-
prises Kenya Limited and 
Choppies Distribution Ken-
ya Limited closed with po-
tential liability of (Sh1.2 bil-
lion) P132 million to which 
25 percent of the amount 
will be borne by the local 
shareholders. The remain-
ing formalities will be com-

Choppies owed banks, suppliers Sh1.2bn on exit

HARARE

Caledonia Mining is considering listing on Zimbabwe’s new stock ex-
change, 10 days before trading on the bourse is scheduled to start.

The exchange, known as VFEX, will be based in the resort town of Victoria 
Falls and will trade in dollars exclusively as the government seeks to lure much-
needed foreign currency. It remains in talks to secure more listings.

“We understand that the proposal is for the exchange to trade solely in US 
dollars and would expect this continued assurance,” Caledonia spokeswoman 
Camilla Horsfall said in an emailed response to questions. The Jersey-based 
mineral exploration and development company, which owns the Blanket gold 
mine in the southwest of the country, is in talks to acquire further mining as-
sets.

VFEX is offering incentives, including a waiver on capital gains tax. It also 
plans to provide political-risk cover. While the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe will 
initially provide settlement for trades, Finance Minister Mthuli Ncube wants 
this task handed to a global lender, and talks are underway with firms in Africa, 
Asia and Europe.

VFEX in August called for securities dealers, sponsors, custodians, transfer 
firms and investment-management companies to participate, but only local 
companies have so far expressed an interest, according to Chief Executive Of-
ficer Justin Bgoni.

Caledonia mulls listing on new 
Zimbabwe stock exchange

pleted during 2021,” the company said.
The company disclosed that it had taken 

a loan of Sh300 million from Absa Bank 
Kenya, which had been used to expand its 
footprint that stood at 12 stores in Nairobi, 
six branches in Kisumu city and eight oth-
ers spread across major towns including 
Nakuru, Kisii and Kericho before its col-
lapse.

Payment for the three-year bank loan 
at an interest rate of 12.7 percent was sup-
posed to kick in August this year. The mon-
ey was, however, secured by a corporate 
guarantee provided by Choppies Enter-
prises Limited and moveable assets.

Choppies also disclosed that it had guar-
anteed supplier credit to its Kenyan sub-
sidiary to the tune of Sh77 million. This 
included money owed to Kapa Oil (Sh20 
million), Unga Limited (Sh27 million), Del 
Monte (Sh10 million( and Tiger Brands 
(Sh20 million). Sources among suppliers 
indicate that not all debts have been settled 
as they await directions on verification and 
clearance.

Last year, Choppies’ local owners, ETG, 
tried to bail out the retailer by settling 50 
percent of a Sh600 million supplier debt 
at the time. Suppliers were convinced to 
resume stocking the retailer’s shelves and 

receive part payment with the other 50 
percent split into two tranches and paid 
within three months after every six weeks.

The supermarket chain, however, contin-
ued to suffer stock-outs and ended up clos-
ing branches and firing staff before finally 
deciding to exit the market. The closure of 
Choppies brings to an end the legacy of Uk-
wala Supermarkets, which is under liquida-
tion over inability to pay debts estimated to 
be about Sh1 billion.

Its owner ETG, an agri-business and logis-
tics company, has its origins in Kenya since 
1967 and was initially focused on distribut-
ing and marketing products manufactured 
by multinationals in Kenya such as Colgate-
Palmolive and Del Monte to neighbouring 
countries. The planned closure and exit of 
Choppies has also sparked a tax dispute 
with the Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) 
which sought to freeze its bank accounts to 
secure Sh173.3 million in taxes.

The KRA argued that Choppies was in 
the process of winding up business in Ken-
ya and it might quit without settling tax ob-
ligations. Choppies is also locked in a court 
battle with the Kenya Union of Commercial 
Food and Allied Workers over fears it may 
quit Kenya without settling dues of the laid-
off staff.

Insurance illustration.  Choppies CEO, Ramachandran Ottapathu. 

Customers inside Choppies Supermarket in Nairobi. 
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HAVING graduated into a low-
er middle income status earlier 
this year, Tanzania is now head-
ed to a level where it will enter 
the ranks of a proper middle in-
come status. 

Earlier, the government’s plan 
was to become a middle income 
economy by 2025, but signifi-
cant progress has been made 
in the past five years hence the 
World Bank’s decision to declare 
Tanzania a new lower middle in-
come economy.  

“I commend banks including 
NMB for having played a key 
role in ensuring that our country 
graduates into middle income 
status ahead of schedule,” said 
Finance and Economic Planning 
Minister, Dr Philip Mpango said 
recently while receiving an over 
15bn/- dividend paycheck from 
NMB’s Board Chairman, Dr Ed-
win Mhede.

Dr Mpango said banks still 
have a key role to play in ensur-
ing that the majority Tanzani-
ans especially those who live in 
remote rural areas get formal 
banking services but also Ban-
cassurance products including 
insurance.

Health insurance is an impor-
tant product which has been de-
nied to the majority Tanzanians 
especially those in low income 
bracket. In order to beef up gov-
ernment efforts to provide uni-

versal health coverage, NMB has 
teamed up with National Health 
Insurance Fund to introduce a 
‘Dunduliza’ Health Insurance 
scheme.

“The good thing with this 
scheme is that it allows low in-
come earners such as petty trad-
ers pay in instalments for their 
health insurance cover. Many 
poor families could not afford to 
pay in lamp sum the premium 
needed to get an NHIF cover-
age but now such a challenge is 
over,” said NMB’s CEO, Ruth Zai-
puna during the launch of ‘Dun-
duliza’ Health Insurance scheme 
recently.

The ‘Dunduliza’ which is 
Kiswahili literally meaning, ‘mo-
bilise small savings’ is expected 
to play a decisive role in the pro-
vision of healthcare coverage for 
the majority of the people hence 
enjoy access to affordable and 
quality medical services.

Zaipuna and NHIF’s Director 
General, Bernard Konga, said the 
innovative scheme will mostly 
benefit ordinary Tanzanians 
who have so far been marginal-
ised by existing health insurance 
scheme for various reasons.

The two senior management 
officials said implementation of 
the scheme will be supported 
by NMB huge market outreach 
in the country backed by mas-
sive investments made by the 
two organisations in digital tech-
nologies. Of utmost importance, 

NMB, NHIF’s ‘Dunduliza’ health insurance scheme brings relief to poor families
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LONDON 

The average portfolio allocation for 
sustainable investments among private 
wealth holders and family offices is set 
to almost double from 20 per cent in 
2019 to 35 per cent by 2025, according 
to a new research report.

The proportion of wealthy investors 
allocating more than 20 per cent of 
their portfolio to impact investing is 
expected to increase from 27 per cent 
to 39 per cent by 2021, while 27 per cent 
are expected to allocate more than 50 
per cent by 2025, Barclays Private Bank, 
Campden Wealth and Global Impact 
Solutions Today said in their Investing 
for Global Impact: A Power for Good 
report released on Tuesday.

“Families are considering the impact 
of their capital and then increasingly 
taking action by allocating more 
towards solving our urgent global 
societal and environmental issues,” 
Damian Payiatakis, head of sustainable 
and impact investing at Barclays Private 
Bank, said.

At a time when several industries 
have been upended by the 

coronavirus pandemic, investors are 
favouring transparency, diversity 
and sustainability, and pumping 
funds into companies committed to 
environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) priorities.

The sustainable investment market 
has grown by more than 30 per cent 
since 2016. Globally, almost $1 trillion 
of assets were held in sustainable 
funds, of which 75 per cent were 
held by institutional investors and 
the remainder by retail investors, 
the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development said in a 
September report.

The Investing for Global Impact: A 
Power for Good report found that 38 
per cent of respondents surveyed said 
they have a responsibility to make the 
world a better place. Nearly a quarter 
of respondents to the survey, which 
was conducted with more than 300 
respondents from 41 countries, believe 
a sustainable investment approach will 
offer better returns and risk profiles, 
while 26 per cent are looking to show 
that family wealth can create positive 
outcomes around the world.

Global wealthy plan to double their impact investments by 2025

NEW YORK 

The world’s largest central banks 
– and even some of the smaller ones 
– are toying with the idea of issuing 
digital currencies.

These would allow holders to make 
payments via the internet and possibly 
even offline, competing with existing 
means of electronic payment such 
as digital wallets, online banks or 
cryptocurrencies. Unlike these private 
solutions, an official digital currency 
would be backed by the central bank, 
making it “risk-free” like banknotes 
and coin.

While most projects are still at 
an early stage, they have switched 
into higher gear in the past year 
after Facebook announced plans to 
create its own virtual token and the 
Covid-19 pandemic boosted digital 
payments. A group of seven central 
banks coordinated by the Bank for 
International Settlements set out on 
Friday how a digital currency could 
function.

Here is what we know so far:
What is a central bank digital 

currency?
A central bank digital currency 

(CBDC) is the electronic equivalent of 
cash. Like a banknote or coin, it gives 
its holder a direct claim on the central 
bank, bypassing commercial banks 
and offering a greater level of security 
as a central bank can never run out of 
the currency it issues.

Access to central bank money 

Central banks plan digital currencies to fend off crypto threat

“Globally, over $30tn is now being 
invested sustainably and this trend 
towards responsible investment is 

catching on rapidly within the private 
wealth community,” said Rebecca 
Gooch, director of research at 

Campden Wealth, a global organisation representing 
1,400 multigenerational business-owning families 
and family offices across 39 countries. “There 
are expectations, particularly since Covid-19, for 
a considerable hike in their investment over the 
coming years.”

Thirty-nine per cent of respondents said they 
want know the carbon footprint of their portfolio 
before investing, while 19 per cent already have this 
information. Among those who know their carbon 
footprint data, 13 per cent will consider it when 
making further investments and 9 per cent will use it 
to actively to reduce it towards a target.

Meanwhile, 80 per cent of wealthy investors 
feel a responsibility to support global social and 
environmental initiatives and 87 per cent said that 
climate change plays a part in their investment 
choices, the report found.

“There has never been a better time to fast-track 
investment for sustainable progress and smart 
innovation to generate profound impact for people 
and the planet,” said Gamil de Chadarevian, founder 
of Global Impact Solutions Today, a think tank on 
impact investing.

However, 69 per cent of respondents said Covid-19 
affected their views of investing and the economy, 49 
per cent said investing will not return to normal even 
after the pandemic subsides and 22 per cent think 
that the impact investing market is set to take off.

beyond physical cash has so far been restricted 
to financial institutions. Extending it to the 
broader public could have major economic and 
financial repercussions.

Why do we need it?
Authorities say that a CBDC would provide a 

basic means of payment for all at a time when 
cash use is dwindling. It would also offer a safer 
and potentially cheaper alternative to private 
solutions. Their main fear is losing control of 
the payment system if private currencies such 
as Bitcoin or Facebook’s proposed Libra are 
widely adopted.

This could make it harder for authorities 

to detect money laundering and terrorism 
financing but also weaken central banks’ grip on 
the supply of money, which is one of the main 
avenues through which they steer the economy. 
For many emerging countries, where a larger 
part of the population is unbanked, a CBDC 
could be a way to foster financial inclusion and 
extend the reach of the central bank’s monetary 
policy.

What would a digital currency look like?
A CBDC could take the form of a token saved 

on a physical device, like a mobile phone or a 
pre-paid card, making it easier to transfer offline 
and anonymously.

A central bank digital currency could take the form of a token saved on a physical device, like a 
mobile phone or a pre-paid card. 

they noted, is the pivotal role that 
‘Dunduliza’ will play in support-
ing government’s efforts to roll 
out universal health coverage.

“The main reason of signing 
this agreement is to back state 
efforts to reach its objective of 
universal health coverage to en-
able all Tanzanians, especially 
those in low income bracket no-

tably farmers and small business 
owners, access health insurance 
coverage,” said Zaipuna.

She said by teaming up, NMB 
and NHIF will be able to reach 
and serve even Tanzanians living 
in the remotest parts of the coun-
try through the bank’s extensive 
branch network and agents. 
“Currently NMB Bank has 227 

branches that cover all admin-
istrative districts of the country 
plus some wards as well as over 
7,000 agents (NMB Wakala),” she 
added.

Zaipuna further noted that 
‘Dunduliza’ scheme allows 
people to make small savings 
through NMB Bank that eventu-
ally enables them to pay for NHIF 

Alternatively, it could exist in accounts managed 
by an intermediary like a bank, which would help 
authorities police it and potentially remunerate 
it with an interest rate. While the idea of a CBDC 
was born in part as a response to cryptocurrencies, 
there’s nothing to say it should use blockchain, the 
distributed ledger technology that powers these 
tokens.

Which central banks are leading the way?
The People’s Bank of China aims to become 

the first to issue a digital currency in its push 
to internationalise the yuan and reduce its 
dependence on the global dollar payment system.

Major state-run commercial banks are 
conducting large-scale internal testing of a digital 
wallet application, according to local media 
reports. In Sweden, already the world’s least cash 
dependent economy, the Riksbank has also begun 
testing an e-krona.

The European Central Bank and the Bank of 
England have both launched consultations on the 
matter while the Bank of Japan and the Federal 
Reserve have so far taken a backseat.

What are the risks?
Central banks fear a massive migration to CBDC 

would hollow out commercial banks, depriving 
them of a cheap and stable source of funding like 
retail deposits.

In a crisis, this would make them vulnerable to 
a run on their coffers as clients would prefer the 
safety of an account guaranteed by the central 
bank. For this reason, most designs envision a cap 
on how much each consumer would be allowed 
to hold in CBDC and, potentially, even a lower 
remuneration rate to reduce its attraction.

Who’s behind the technology?
Some central banks have hired major consulting 

firms to develop pilot schemes. Sweden’s Riksbank, 
for instance, has partnered with Accenture for 
tests on its e-krona. But others, mostly in smaller 
countries, have tapped cryptocurrency and 
blockchain start-ups.

NMB Bank Plc’s CEO, Ruth Zaipuna (C) and NHIF’s director general, Bernard Konga signing an agree-
ment to launch a new health insurance scheme dubbed, ‘Dunduliza’ at a ceremony held in Dar es Salaam 
recently. Looking on is the bank’s chief of retail banking, Filbert Mponzi. File photo. 

health insurance cover for them-
selves and their dependants. 

Seconding Zaipuna’s obser-
vation, NHIF’s Konga said they 
came up with the scheme after 
launching of the health insur-
ance packages last November to 
cater for people outside the civil 
service. He said NHIF has real-
ised that the major challenge for 
many people to get health insur-
ance coverage is affordability. 
“We therefore decided to sell the 
idea of partnering with financial 
institutions to better serve the 
people and we are grateful that 
NMB Bank readily bought it and 
here we are,” Konga noted.

According to him, ‘Dunduli-
za’ seeks to enable Tanzanians 
benefit from medical services 
by making health insurance af-
fordable to the majority through 
payment made in small savings 
which many people will afford.

“Currently we have over 4.4 
million members and it is our 
expectation that the ‘Dunduliza’ 
scheme will greatly boost the 
number,” the NHIF chief execu-
tive noted adding that the deal 
is the first of its kind between a 
bank and the fund in the domes-
tic market.

Through this arrangement, 
one is enabled to contribute to 
any of the NHIF health insur-
ance packages, namely Najali 
Afya, Wekeza Afya and Timiza 
Afya, depending on their finan-
cial position.
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JOHNSTOWN / PEMBROKE PINES 

 US President Donald Trump and 
Democratic rival Joe Biden fanned 
out to critical battleground states on 
Tuesday as the presidential race en-
tered a final, intense phase amid re-
cord numbers of early votes cast.

At a rally in Pennsylvania, Trump 
blasted Biden on his environmental 
and energy policies as a Reuters/Ip-
sos poll showed him losing ground 
in the battleground state. Biden 
stumped again in Florida, chasing 
the all-important senior vote as he 
faulted Trump for his handling of the 
novel coronavirus pandemic.

Trump’s event in Johnstown was 
his second campaign event in two 
nights as he raced to make up time he 
lost while recovering from the virus. 
He plans to hold rallies the rest of the 
week as he seeks to close what polls 
say is a significant gap with Biden 
nationwide but a tighter one in some 
battleground states.

Trump is battling the clock. Almost 
12 million ballots have been cast so 
far, including more than 1.6 million in 

Florida, according to the US Elections 
Project at the University of Florida, 
shattering previous records.

The president accused Biden of 
wanting to ban fracking, the process 
of extracting gas through hydraulic 
fracturing, which he said would dam-
age the state’s economy.

“One of the most important issues 
for Pennsylvania is the survival of 
your fracking industry,” Trump told 
the crowd, some of whom sported 
red-and-blue MAGA masks. “Joe 
Biden has repeatedly pledged to abol-
ish fracking. He’s a liar.”

Biden has said that he wants to ban 
new oil and gas production on federal 
lands, but not ban fracking outright - 
although his statements on the issue 
have at times been confusing.

The Reuters/Ipsos poll released on 
Monday showed Biden with a 7-point 
lead in Pennsylvania, up from 5 points 
a week earlier. Trump narrowly won 
the state in 2016.

Speaking to about 50 people at a 
community center in Broward Coun-
ty in South Florida, Biden said Trump 
had recklessly dismissed the threat 

that the coronavirus had posed to their at-risk popula-
tion.

“To Donald Trump, you’re expendable. You’re forget-
table. You’re virtually nobody. That’s how he sees seniors. 
That’s how he sees you,Biden said.

At his Johnstown event, Trump pledged to protect sen-
iors. Biden has said Trump wants to eliminate the payroll 
tax, which helps fund the Social Security benefit pro-
gram for retirees.

“While I am president, no one will touch your Medicare 
or your Social Security,” Trump said.

A Biden win over Trump in Florida would seriously 
jeopardize the president’s chances for re-election, and 
most recent opinion polls show the Democrat ahead with 
key demographic groups in the state, particularly sen-
iors. Trump won Florida in 2016 by 1.2 percentage points.

After Tuesday, Trump plans rallies in Iowa, North Caro-
lina, Georgia and Florida later this week as he barnstorms 
through crucial states just three weeks ahead of the No-
vember election.

The president’s schedule, however, sends him to ar-
eas friendly to him, suggesting that his campaign is con-
cerned with mobilizing his conservative base rather than 
reaching out to undecided voters, many of who live in the 
nation’s suburbs.

Focus turns to pandemic 
The president returned to the campaign trail on Mon-

day night in Florida for the first time since disclosing he 
had the coronavirus.

The rally came hours after the White House said Trump 

President Trump bashes 
Biden on fracking as 
campaign intensifies

Somalia mourns victims of 
October 2017 attacks amid 
call for unity and resilience

BEIJING

 As China’s Shenzhen Special 
Economic Zone embraces its 40th 
birthday this year amid a raging 
coronavirus pandemic, a bleed-
ing global economy and profound 
global transformations rarely seen 
in a century, decoding the secret 
formula of the rapid rise of a small 
Chinese fishing village bears a spe-
cial global significance.

In just four decades, Shenzhen 
has grown into a glittering metrop-
olis that hosts a population of over 
13 million and more than 30,000 
tech firms, and runs an economy 
worth roughly 400 billion U.S. dol-
lars. 

Its metamorphosis stands as an 
epitome of China’s miraculous de-
velopment and an illustration of 
the country’s decades-long practice 
to expand opening up and intensify 
its links with the rest of the world 
community. 

The world today truly stands at 

a critical juncture. The confluence 
of protectionism, isolationism and 
economic nationalism is under-
mining the global drive to beat the 
deadly pathogen and threatening 
to prolong an agonizing global re-
cession.

While the Chinese city’s success 
owes to an array of key and inter-
related factors, like the strong lead-
ership of the Communist Party of 
China, maintaining a development 
path suitable to a country’s own 
conditions, as well as the courage 
to pull off tough but necessary re-
forms, it is indeed meaningful to-
day to highlight the importance of 
maintaining the spirit of openness 
and cooperation in today’s world of 
rising uncertainties.

 China is not the world’s only ben-
eficiary and builder of an increas-
ingly interconnected global village. 
Over the past few decades, with 
the dynamic trans-border flow of 
capital and talent worldwide, tech-
nological breakthroughs have be-

come almost magical, international 
cooperation has flourished, and the 
global economy and trade have wit-
nessed geometrical growth.

Based on the current value of the 

U.S. dollars, the total global gross 
domestic product (GDP) rose from 
1.37 trillion in 1960 to 87.7 trillion in 
2019, figures from the World Bank 
show, and global trade to GDP in-
creased from 26.7 percent to 60.4 
percent. 

To crush the deadly virus, pull 
the world out of recession and 
chart a future course of develop-
ment, countries across the globe 
should stay committed to opening 
up, uphold multilateral trade with 
the World Trade Organization as 
the cornerstone, and work together 
to ensure reliable and productive 
global supply chains. Economic glo-
balization is not a choice, but a fact. 

And it will remain the wave of the 
future. The idea of de-coupling or 
retreating into one’s own borders is 
as damaging as it is impossible.

Countries must jointly invigorate 
economic globalization and make 
it more inclusive and sustainable, 
instead of erecting walls of protec-
tionism and isolationism. 

Any deliberate attempt to sever 
ties or disrupt international co-
operation and exchanges is not in 
anyone’s interests and doomed to 
fail. In a grand gathering to com-
memorate Shenzhen’s 40th birth-
day yesterday, 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
called on the city to expand all-
round opening up, and said China 
welcomes foreign countries to par-
ticipate more in the reform, open-
ing up and development of China’s 
special economic zones.

 History has proved that opening-
up and cooperation, instead of iso-
lation or confrontation, can lead to 
progress and prosperity in a closely 
interconnected community. Look-
ing into the future, China, a staunch 
supporter of globalization, will, as 
always, continue to join the rest of 
the world to weather shared chal-
lenges and achieve common pros-
perity. 

		       
		               Xinhua

How openness and cooperation turned Shenzhen from a tiny backwater into a global metropolis

G20 capable of solving global economic problems instead of G7 — Lavrov
MOSCOW

Taking meetings of the G20 
format to the supreme level gave 
the group an opportunity to re-
place G7 in solving global eco-
nomic problems, Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov said on 
Tuesday.

“The Group of Twenty is prac-
tically an open recognition of 
mutipolarity and of the fact that 
the West in its broader sense - in-

cluding, of course, Japan - is not 
capable of solving global economi-
cal and financial problems alone,” 
Lavrov (pictured) said during an 
on-line presentation of the report 
entitled ‘History, to be Continued. 
The Utopia of a Diverse World,’ au-
thored by experts of the interna-
tional discussion club Valdai.

“G20 made all the way from fair-
ly informal contacts at the level of 
financial ministers to the supreme-
level events,” the Russian top 

diplomat said. “The fact that this 
group has risen to the supreme 
level of contacts underscores the 
fact that the Group of Seven can 
no longer handle global economic 
problems on its own.”

“Economic and financial issues 
were suggested as the focus of new 
G20 summits,” Lavrov continued, 
adding that the group includes G7, 
together with the BRICS group of 
nations (Brazil, Russia, India, Chi-
na and South Africa) and countries 

that share its vision - Indonesia, 
Saudi Arabia, Mexico and Argen-
tina.

“The Group of Twnty is a net-
work structure, which is now 
undergoing the process of institu-
tionalization, but retains its flex-
ibility. It has no written and insti-
tutionalized rules. It reflects the 
understanding that the process of 
creating a multipolar world is an 
objective process,” he added.

		      Agencies

had tested negative for COVID-19 on 
consecutive days and was not infec-
tious to others.

They were the president’s first nega-
tive COVID-19 tests announced by the 
White House since Trump said on Oct 
2 that he had contracted the virus. In a 
memo, White House physician Dr Sean 
Conley did not say when the tests were 
conducted.

Biden has been critical of Trump’s 
management of the pandemic. Trump 
has worked for months to shift public 
attention away from the coronavirus, 
which has infected more than 7.8 mil-
lion people in the United States, killed 
more than 214,000 and put millions 
out of work.

But Trump’s illness has put the fo-
cus of the campaign’s closing stretch 
squarely on his response to the coro-
navirus.

In Florida, Biden said he was disap-
pointed that Trump’s bout with the 
virus had not left him more chastened 
about his approach to the pandemic.

“The longer Donald Trump is presi-
dent, the more reckless he seems to 
get,” Biden said. “Thank God we only 
have three weeks left to go.”

			   Agencies

COVID-19, as the most severe pan-
demic in the recent century, has 
brought unprecedented impacts and 
added new uncertainties to the world. 
So far, there have been over 35 million 
infections and 1.03 deaths around the 
world.

Facing the pandemic, we need cour-
age and joint efforts, as humans share 
a community of common destiny and 
global countries must work in soli-
darity. This is a historic moment con-
cerning the future of human beings, 
at which countries must contemplate 
their future directions and make a 
right choice.

“COVID-19 reminds us that we are 
living in an interconnected global vil-
lage with a common stake. All coun-

tries are closely connected and we 
share a common future,” said Chinese 
President Xi Jinping at the General De-
bate of the 75th Session of the United 
Nations (UN) General Assembly. 

At the most important multilateral 
stage, he promoted the building of a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind, so as to encourage countries 
to jointly face global challenges and 
create a better future. The broad mind 
of China, as well as its sense of respon-
sibility have won wide recognition.

“Where the world should be going” 
is a question that must be answered, 
as paths decide future. China warns 

that unilateralism has no way out, and 
the world must adhere to the princi-
ple of extensive consultation, joint co-
operation and shared benefits. 

All countries shall safeguard the 
universal security, share development 
achievements and control the future 
of the world.

China has reiterated that countries 
shall abandon ideological disputes, 
overcome the traps of civilization 
clashes, respect each other’s choices 
for development paths and modes, so 
as to make global diversity a ceaseless 
power for human progress and a natu-
ral state of human civilization.

“No country has the right to domi-
nate global affairs, control the des-
tiny of others, or keep advantages in 
development all to itself. Even less 
should one be allowed to do what-
ever it likes and be the hegemon, 
bully or boss of the world.” “Cold 
War mentality, ideological lines or 
zero-sum game are no solution to a 
country’s own problem, still less an 
answer to mankind’s common chal-
lenges.” 

“No country can gain from others’ 
difficulties or maintain stability by 
taking advantage of others’ trou-
bles. To pursue a beggar-thy-neigh-

bor policy or just watch from a safe 
distance when others are in danger 
will eventually land one in the same 
trouble faced by others.”

Xi’s remarks have made clear 
what must be opposed for building 
a community with a shared future 
for mankind, and reinforced the 
confidence of global countries to 
pursue solidarity and cooperation.

The world needs the broad view 
and mind to shoulder the responsi-
bility for the whole mankind, so as 
to make the cake of common inter-
ests larger and share the results of 
peace and development. 

Five years ago, Xi attended the 
General Debate of the 70th Session 
of the UN General Assembly, say-
ing the world should build partner-
ships in which countries treat each 
other as equals, engage in mutual 
consultation and show mutual un-
derstanding, create a security envi-
ronment featuring fairness, justice, 
joint participation and shared ben-
efits, promote open, innovative and 
inclusive development that ben-
efits all, increase inter-civilization 
exchanges to promote harmony, 
inclusiveness and respect for differ-
ences, and build an ecosystem that 
puts Mother Nature and green devel-
opment first.

		  People’s Daily

World shares same future, needs solidarity, cooperation

MOGADISHU

 The international community  yesterdayy joined Somalis in 
mourning the deaths of 587 people who were killed and 316 
others who were injured during one of the deadliest bomb at-
tacks on Oct. 14, 2017, in Mogadishu.

The Somalis including government officials and lawmakers 
as well as officials from the African Union and the United Na-
tions urge Somalis to remain resilient and foster unity to help 
bring lasting stability in the Horn of Africa nation.In its state-
ment, the UN in Somalia paid tribute to the victims and sur-
vivors of the horrific attack and reaffirmed the world body’s 
solidarity with all Somalis. 

“Together with Somalis, the United Nations family is focused 
on the future and on continuing to build on progress towards 
peace, good governance, and prosperity,” said the UN Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General for Somalia, James 
Swan.Swan said advances since 2017 are a reflection of Somalis’ 
resilience and desire for a better tomorrow despite the scourge 
of violent extremism.

Among those killed at the now renamed October 14 junction 
with respect to the victims of the twin bombings included sen-
ior government servants, journalists, and health workers. 

The government has already declared Oct. 14 as a national 
day to remember all victims of terrorist bombings across the 
Horn of Africa nation. Abdirahman Beileh, the finance minis-
ter also joined the international community in mourning the 
victims of the terror attack and called for unity among Somalis.

Beileh said despite such senseless acts of terrorism, Moga-
dishu and the rest of the country have continued on their path 
towards peace and prosperity. 

“I pay my respects to the victims and survivors of the horrific 
attack. Somalia is stronger than any single adversary and we 
are rebuilding better and together,” said Beileh in his message. 
In a statement, AMISOM said it stands with the people of Soma-
lia on this day and reaffirmed the world body’s solidarity and 
commitment to all Somalis.

“As we remember the innocent people that were killed three 
years ago at the Zoobe junction. Let us embrace peace and the 
continued fight against terrorism,” AMISOM said in its message.

The commemoration took place amid tight security in and 
out of Mogadishu as the police intensified patrols in all major 
installations in the restive capital. It also comes as the Somali 
National Intelligence and Security Agency (NISA) forces said 
they seized sulfuric acid, one of the explosives used by al-
Shabab in the bombings. 			   Xinhua

‘Melania and Me’ author sued 
by US for breaching contract
By Bloomberg 

A former adviser 
to Melania Trump who 
wrote a tell-all book about 
the First Lady was sued 
by the US Department of 
Justice for breaching an 
agreement not to disclose 
confidential information. 

Stephanie Winston 
Wolkoff, the author of Melania and Me, violated an agree-
ment she signed in 2017 while working as an aide to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s wife, the US government said in a 
complaint filed Tuesday in federal court in Washington.

“Ms Wolkoff (pictured) never submitted a draft of the 
book to the First Lady, her Chief of Staff, or the Office of 
White House Counsel and never received authorization to 
disclose any information she learned pursuant to her work 
under the agreement,” the Justice Department said in the 
complaint.

Wolkoff fired back in a statement saying she fulfilled all 
the terms of her agreement and the confidentiality provi-
sions ended when her contract was terminated.

“The President and First Lady’s use of the US Department 
of Justice to silence me is a violation of my First Amend-
ment Rights and a blatant abuse of the government to pur-
sue their own personal interests and goals,” Wolkoff said. “I 
will not be deterred by these bullying tactics.”

The government previously sued over a memoir by for-
mer National Security Advisor John Bolton, who portrayed 
the president as ignorant and incurious about US foreign 
policy except where he sees the potential for personal po-
litical gain. Trump has also sued other former aides, includ-
ing Omarosa Manigault-Newman, a onetime contestant on 
his reality TV show.

Melania and Me was published last month by Simon & 
Schuster, and the government is asking that any profits 
from the book be set aside in a trust.

In the book, Wolkoff described her work as a “longtime 
friend” and “trusted adviser” of Melania Trump. Wolkoff 
said she provided guidance on policy initiatives, speeches 
and social media. The nonpublic information in the book 
included policy discussions involving Trump’s travel ban, 
White House hiring decisions and Melania Trump’s “Be 
Best” initiative. 				    Agencies

US President Donald Trump

America’s choice 2020:

 Joe Biden

Chinese President Xi Jinping
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A get-out-the vote group led by 
former first lady Michelle Obama 
will team up with an organization 
backed by NBA star LeBron James 
to provide food, protective gear, 
free legal advice and rides to the 
polls for people voting early in the 
US election.

Obama’s “When We All Vote” 
and James’ “More Than A Vote” 
will host catered events featuring 
professional DJs and guest appear-
ances by celebrities near polling 
locations to encourage early vot-
ing ahead of the Nov 3 election, the 
groups said in a statement.

As part of the initiative, Ride-
hailing firm Lyft Inc will offer dis-
counted rides to early voting sites 
and the Lawyers’ Committee for 
Civil Rights Under Law and the 
Election Protection Coalition will 
provide attorneys who can advo-
cate for voters casting their bal-
lots in the showdown between 
US President Donald Trump and 

Democratic challenger Joe Biden.
Early voting is surging, as Amer-

icans try to avoid Election Day 
crowds because of concerns about 

the coronavirus pandemic.
Nationally, more than 10 million 

votes have been cast, as of Tues-
day, according to data compiled 

by the US Elections Project.
“Millions of Americans have al-

ready cast their ballots and with 
only 21 days until Election Day, 
making your plan to vote early 
is critical,” Michelle Obama, wife 
of Democratic former President 
Barack Obama, said in a statement. 
“We can’t leave anyone behind.”

Her group will provide US$1 mil-
lion in grants and supplies to local 
partner organizations for the ef-
fort, according to the statement.

 Some of the events will take 
place in cities in closely contested 
states, including Atlanta, Georgia; 
Charlotte, North Carolina; Detroit, 
Michigan; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; 
Orlando, Florida; and Philadel-
phia, Pennsylvania.

Georgia is among states that 
opened early voting locations this 
week, with some people waiting 
for hours in long lines to cast their 
ballots.

Michelle Obama, LeBron James partner to help boost early US voting

WASHINGTON

Global economy is on track to 
experience a deep recession in 2020 
amid the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, 
with China being the only major econ-
omy that will see growth this year, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
said on Tuesday.

In its latest World Economic Out-
look (WEO) report, the multilateral 
lender revised up the 2020 forecast 
for global economy to a contraction of 
4.4 percent. Despite the upward revi-
sion, the IMF said the ascent out of this 
crisis is likely to be “long, uneven and 
highly uncertain.”

Economists believe that China’s bet-
ter-than-expected recovery -- boosted 
by containment of the virus, govern-
ment spending and strong exports 
-- has spillover effects upon its neigh-
bors and trading partners, and will 
support global economy’s “difficult 
climb” going forward.

Meanwhile, resurgence of the virus 
poses downside risk to the global eco-
nomic outlook, calling for enhanced 
multilateral cooperation to end this 
health crisis so as to ensure a sus-
tained recovery. 

LONG, UNEVEN, UNCERTAIN 
ASCENT
In its newly released WEO, the IMF 

continues to project a deep recession 
in 2020. Global output is projected to 
shrink by 4.4 percent, 0.8 percentage 
point above its June forecast.

“This upgrade owes to somewhat 
less dire outcomes in the second 
quarter, as well as signs of a stronger 
recovery in the third quarter, offset 
partly by downgrades in some emerg-
ing and developing economies,” IMF 
Chief Economist Gita Gopinath said at 
a virtual press briefing Tuesday dur-

ing annual meetings of the World Bank 
Group and the IMF.

The better-than-expected recovery 
is largely due to “extraordinary policy 
measures,” which has put a floor un-
der the world economy, IMF Managing 
Director Kristalina Georgieva said in a 
recent speech.

According to IMF estimation, gov-
ernments across the globe have pro-
vided nearly 12 trillion U.S. dollars 
in fiscal support to households and 
firms, along with “unprecedented” 
monetary policy actions.

“This crisis is, however, far from 
over,” Gopinath said. The ascent out of 
this calamity is “likely to be long, un-
even, and highly uncertain.”

In a remote video interview on 
Tuesday afternoon, the IMF chief 
economist told Xinhua that global re-
covery is expected to be strong in the 
third quarter, but it could slow down 
going forward.

“Because we are still living with the 
pandemic in many parts of the world, 
that is going to slow the recovery be-
cause especially contact-intensive 
services sectors will not recover fully 
as long as the pandemic is not under 
control,” Gopinath said.

There remains tremendous uncer-
tainty around the global economic 
outlook with both downside and 
upside risks, according to the WEO 
report. Downside risks include resur-
gence of the virus, growing restric-
tions on trade and investment, as well 
as rising geopolitical uncertainty.

“We are very concerned about pos-
sible second waves,” Gopinath told 
Xinhua. “And if indeed there is a se-
rious second wave, which leads to 
much more widespread containment 
measures and lockdown, then that 
certainly will be a big downside risk to 
our forecast.” 

Global economy faces long, uncertain recovery, with China’s growth bright spot

Xinjiang to promote high-quality development for improving livelihood

MOSCOW

Russia is for continuing a con-
structive dialogue with the West, but 
for the time being it has met with no 
understanding, Russian presidential 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov told the 
media yesterday.

“The Kremlin sees the need for 
and usefulness of this dialogue. The 
Kremlin has systematically pressed 
for resuming and continuing this dia-
logue, based on mutual respect. But it 
is impossible to tango on one’s own,” 
Peskov said.

He stressed that “Russia was not 
the initiator of curtailing the dialogue 
with the Western partners on all pos-
sible tracks.”

“It is nakedly clear that Russia has 
met no understanding in its attempts 
to somehow resume this dialogue. It 
is obvious that Russia is not ready for 
tolerating the type of attitude it has 
encountered in the context of the in-
cident with the Berlin patient (Alexey 
Navalny - TASS),” the Kremlin spokes-
man said.

When asked for a comment on For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov’s remark 
which some mass media interpreted 
as a hint at the possibility of curtail-
ing the dialogue with the European 
Union, Peskov said that Lavrov’s 
statements did not require extra 
commentaries.

“Our foreign policy is formed and 
formulated by the head of state, but 
the main actors in implementing this 
foreign policy are the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs and the foreign minister,” 
Peskov said.
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Kremlin says Russia 
for dialogue with the 
West, but ‘impossible 
to tango on one’s own’

WORLD NEWS

MOSCOW

Russia is cherishing hope to 
continue cooperation with the 
United States in the field of cy-
ber security, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said in an inter-
view with “Moscow. Kremlin. Pu-
tin” TV program on Rossiya-1 TV 
channel on Sunday.

The Russian leader noted that 
his call on Washington to resume 
cooperation in the cyber security 
area remained unanswered.

“This is not the first time we 
are outlining this proposal, we 
hope that everyone is interested 
in implementing the proposals 
that we had made. We are not 
losing hope that we will be able 
to continue this effort with all 
concerned parties, including the 
US,” the president said.

Meanwhile, Putin noted that 
Russia was still facing accusa-
tions of its “alleged hyperactiv-

Russia not losing hope to cooperate with US in cyber security field - Putin

of Southern California (USC) Marshall 
School of Business, noted that before 
the pandemic, the annual growth gap 
between advanced economies and 
China was down to about 4 percent-
age points.

Now the IMF forecast for this year 
estimates China’s growth at 1.9 per-
cent as compared with advanced 
economies at minus 5.8 percent, indi-
cating a much wider growth gap, Gar-
rett told Xinhua via email.

“In general, COVID is accelerating 
trends that were already there -- one 
of the most important is the economic 
rise of China,” Garrett said.

Commenting on China’s role in 
global recovery, Gopinath told Xin-
hua that growth in China -- a major 
economy -- has “spillovers,” especially 
to its neighbors. Through global trade, 
China is obviously playing an impor-
tant role in supplying much-needed 
medical equipment, she said. MULTI-
LATERAL COOPERATION NEEDED

While recovery in China has been 
faster than expected, the global 
economy’s long ascent back to pre-
pandemic levels of activity remains 
“prone to setbacks,” according to the 
WEO report.

The cumulative growth in per cap-
ita income for emerging-market and 
developing economies (excluding 
China) over 2020-21 is projected to be 
lower than that for advanced econo-
mies, which means the divergence in 
income prospects between the two 
groups is projected to worsen, Gopi-
nath noted.

“International support will be need-
ed, especially for low income develop-
ing countries,” the IMF chief econo-
mist said. “There will need to be more 
concessional financing, more aid, 
more grants, more debt relief.”

			   Xinhua

NAIROBI

A number of African countries 
have begun reopening schools af-
ter their gates were shut more than 
seven months ago by the coronavi-
rus pandemic. They join a growing 
list of nations on the continent that 
have already done so, amid con-
cerns for the effects of school clo-
sures on children.

In Kenya, the Ministry of Educa-
tion partially opened schools for 
pupils from grades 4 to 8, and for 
those in the last year of secondary 
school, on Monday.

The authorities’ decision follows 
an appeal in September by the Unit-
ed Nations Children’s Fund, or UNI-
CEF, for schools in Africa to reopen 
under safe conditions. 

George Magoha, Kenya’s Cabinet 
secretary for education, asked par-

ents with children in other classes 
to start preparing for them to go 
back within two weeks.

“The ministry will observe the sit-
uation in one or two weeks, then we 
shall recall the other children,” Ma-
goha said. “It is important to note 
that procurement processes are not 
complete for masks. As we prepare 
to open more schools, we are going 
to need more masks.”

In West Africa, the Nigeria Centre 
for Disease Control, or NCDC, had 
urged Nigerian states to conduct 
risk assessments aimed at making 
schools safer for children when 
they were reopened on Monday. 
The center also advised that such 
assessments should be conducted 
weekly by schools, monthly by local 

government areas and quarterly by 
states.

Chike Ihekweazu, director gener-
al of the NCDC, said schools should 
ensure that a clear point is marked 
at entrances for temperature checks 
to be done. People should wear 
masks and wash their hands, the of-
ficial said.

“Schools should provide learners 
with a medical status form to be 
completed by all parents and kept 
in confidence by the school head,” 
Ihekweazu said.

Following guidelines
“We are working closely with the 

federal ministry of education and 
state authorities to make sure that 
the guidelines issued on school re-

openings are being followed.”
In Rwanda, the reopening of ter-

tiary institutions on Monday fol-
lowed an assessment done in Sep-
tember by the education ministry, 
which inspected 29 universities and 
other higher education institutions 
to ascertain their readiness. Ac-
cording to the education ministry, 
secondary and primary schools are 
expected to reopen in November.

The African countries that have 
just reopened their schools join a 
list of countries that have already 
allowed students back, including 
South Africa, Cameroon, Tunisia 
and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.

In September, the UNICEF issued 
a warning that the continued clo-

sure of schools across Africa aimed 
at keeping students safe from CO-
VID-19 was harming them in other 
ways.

“The impact of extended educa-
tion disruption is significant. It in-
cludes among others things poor 
nutrition, stress, increased expo-
sure to violence and exploitation, 
childhood pregnancies, and overall 
challenges in mental development 
of children due to reduced interac-
tion related to school closures,” the 
agency said.

It said that in East Africa, Ethiopia 
and Uganda have not yet reopened 
schools but plan to do so in Novem-
ber. All schools in southern Africa 
have partially or fully reopened and 
in Central and West Africa, only a 
third of countries have sent chil-
dren back to classrooms.
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More Africans go back to school

ity in the information sphere, 
of meddling in elections and so 
on, which were absolutely un-
founded.”

On September 25, Putin made 
a number of proposals for co-
operation in cyber security 
between Russia and the United 
States and around the world.

 The Russian leader stressed 
that he would like to address the 

Development is an important 
foundation for lasting peace and stabil-
ity in Xinjiang, said Chinese President 
Xi Jinping at the third central sympo-
sium on work related to Xinjiang last 
month.

Xi, also general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee and chairman of the Cen-
tral Military Commission, lauded the 
unprecedented achievements made by 
Xinjiang in economic and social devel-
opment, as well as livelihood improve-
ment, noting that people of all ethnic 
groups in the autonomous region have 
gained a stronger sense of achieve-
ment, contentment and security. He 
also stressed to promote high-quality 
development for livelihood.

Since the second central symposium 
on work related to Xinjiang in 2014, 

Former first lady Michelle Obama looks on as NBA star LeBron 
James speaks at The University of Akron, in Akron, Ohio. File 
photo

United States once again with a pro-
posal for approving a comprehen-
sive program for practical meas-
ures for resetting relations with 
Russia in using IT technologies. 

He called for restoring a full-scale 
bilateral regular inter-departmen-
tal dialogue on key issues of main-
taining international security at a 
high level.

		             Agencies

CHINA’S RECOVERY FASTER 
THAN EXPECTED

According to the latest WEO report, 
China’s economy is expected to grow 
by 1.9 percent this year, the only ma-
jor economy that will see growth this 
year. It is 0.9 percentage point above 
the June forecast.

The upward revision for China re-
sulted in part from a better-than-pro-
jected performance in exports, Gopi-
nath noted. “The demand for medical 
equipment and for office equipment 
to work from home, that’s been high. 
And China’s exports have gone up be-
cause of that,” she said.

A second factor, she continued, is 
the strong stimulus from public in-
vestment in infrastructure. “That also 
surprised on the upside.”

The World Bank, meanwhile, has 
recently projected China’s economy 
to grow by 2.0 percent this year, up 

from the 1-percent growth projection 
in June, according to the October 2020 
Economic Update for East Asia and 
the Pacific. The growth will be boosted 
by government spending, strong ex-
ports, and a low rate of new COVID-19 
infections since March, but checked 
by slow domestic consumption, the 
World Bank said.

A recent CNN report noted that Chi-
na built its relatively quick recovery 
through several measures, including 
“stringent lockdown and population 
tracking policies intended to contain 
the virus.”

Highlighting the government’s in-
frastructure spending and cash incen-
tives to boost consumption, the report 
said “the payoff has been evident,” as 
tourism and spending rebounded dur-
ing the eight-day Golden Week holi-
day.

Geoffrey Garrett, dean of University 

Xinjiang’s GDP has grown from 919.59 
billion yuan ($135.42 billion) to nearly 
1.36 trillion yuan, and its per capita dis-
posable income also expanded at an 
average rate of 9.1 percent each year. 
The incidence of poverty dropped 
from 19.4 percent to 1.24 percent, and 
the central government’s transfer pay-
ments to Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region and the Xinjiang Production 
and Construction Corps increased 
from 263.69 billion yuan to 422.48 bil-
lion yuan. A total of 96.4 billion yuan 
has been offered by 19 provinces and 
municipalities to aid the autonomous 
region’s development, and over 10,000 
aiding projects have been launched. 
Xinjiang has brought over 1.68 trillion 

yuan of investment from enterprises 
in these provinces and municipalities 
rendering support to it, and central 
state-owned enterprises (SOEs) have 
invested more than 700 billion yuan 
in it. 

These figures demonstrate the solid 
development steps of Xinjiang in the 
new era, as well as a new blueprint in 
which people from all ethnic groups 
seek prosperity and share a great life.

The 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) 
period marks the first five years for 
China to embark on a journey to fully 
build itself into a modern socialist 
country after building a moderately 
prosperous society in all respects. Dur-
ing this period, the country is expected 

to enter a new development phase, and 
accelerat the establishment of a “dual 
circulation” development pattern in 
which domestic economic cycle plays 
a leading role while international eco-
nomic cycle remains its extension and 
supplement.

The autonomous region must lever-
age the its geographical advantages to 
develop itself as a core area of the Silk 
Road Economic Belt and a hub of open-
ing-up in the inland and border areas. 
It must advance industrial transforma-
tion and upgrading and foster featured 
industries to increase the income of 
local people. Besides, it must boost ur-
banization in an all-round way while 
protecting the environment.

Stressing the need to coordinate 
epidemic containment with economic 
and social development, Xi called for 
ensuring stability on six fronts -- em-
ployment, the financial sector, foreign 
trade, foreign investment, domestic 
investment, and expectations -- while 
maintaining security in six areas: job 
security, basic living needs, operations 
of market entities, food and energy, 
stable industrial and supply chains. 
He also called for unremitting efforts 
to eradicate poverty and promote em-
ployment in Xinjiang.

The mechanism for assistance and 
preventing a return of poverty shall be 
improved while keeping advancing the 
alignment between poverty alleviation 

and rural revitalization. Endogenous 
development drivers and vitality must 
be enhanced as a priority to ensure sus-
tainable development for the people 
lifted out of poverty. In addition, policy 
support must be strengthened and 
mechanisms innovated to combine the 
creation of local jobs and the transfer 
and export of laborers.

Since the second central sympo-
sium on work related to Xinjiang, four 
prefectures and cities in southern 
Xinjiang have lifted over 2.5 million 
people, 2,683 impoverished villagers, 
and 16 poverty-stricken counties out of 
poverty. The incidence of poverty has 
plunged to 2.21 percent from 29.1 per-
cent. The social and economic develop-
ment in southern Xinjiang is expected 
to be further enhanced. 

		  People’s Daily

International Monetary Fund (IMF) chief economist Gita Gopinath (C) speaks at a 
virtual press briefing in Washington D.C., the United States on Tuesday. (Xinhua)
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PARIS

A CONGOLESE  activist was fined 2,000 
euros ($2,320) yesterday for trying to take 
a 19th-century African funeral pole from a 
Paris museum in a protest against colonial-era 
injustice that he streamed online.

The Paris court convicted Emery Mwazulu 
Diyabanza (pictured) and two other activists of 
attempted theft, but the sentence stopped far 
short of what they potentially faced for their 
actions at the Quai Branly Museum: 10 years in 
prison and 150,000 euros in fines.

Activists and defense lawyers viewed the 
case as a trial about how former empires 
should atone for past crimes. Diyabanza’s 
museum action took place in June, amid global 
protests against racial injustice and colonial-
era wrongs unleashed by George Floyd’s death 
on May 25 in the U.S. at the knee of a white 
policeman.

In the Quai Branly protest, Diyabanza and 
other activists dislodged the funeral pole 
from its perch while he gave a livestreamed 
speech about plundered African art. Guards 
quickly stopped them. The activists argue that 
they never planned to steal the work but just 
wanted to call attention to its origins.

The presiding judge insisted the trial should 
focus on the specific funeral pole incident 
and that his court wasn’t competent to judge 

France’s colonial era.
French officials denounced the Quai 

Branly incident, saying it threatens ongoing 
negotiations with African countries launched 
by French President Emmanuel Macron in 
2018 for legal, organized restitution efforts. 

Diyabanza has staged similar actions in the 
Netherlands and the southern French city of 
Marseille. He accuses European museums of 
making millions on artworks taken from now-
impoverished countries like his native Congo, 
and said the funeral pole, which came from 
current-day Chad, should be among the works 
returned to Africa. 

Activist fined for dislodging African art from Paris museum 

Sitting pretty: Rafael Nadal posing with The Mousquetaires Cup. (Agencies)

By Correspondent Michael Eneza

A while before former Young Africans 
SC (Yanga) head coach Zlatko Krmpotic 
was shown the door, ostensibly for 
showing lack of confidence in the vital 
clash with city rivals, Simba SC, there 
was at least one media interaction, 
which was revealing in how the coach 
looked at the team. 

For an experienced coach there was 
nothing surprising in the remarks he 
made, and the contrast really is why 
these should be issues that need a 
foreign coach with vast experience 
to come and spell them out, after a 
month or less on the job. 

It is an indication of how intensely 
our club systems are dysfunctional, 
operating on other preoccupations, 
etc.

The remark could be said to be 
rather straightforward but it had far-
reaching implications not only for his 
outlook on the derby but also the level 
of play in the team as a whole, as well 
as the country’s soccer standing and 
how to go about with improving it.

Looking at the issue from such 
implications, what seems at first to be 
easy and straightforward starts taking 
a different image, one of having no 
confidence in the club as such, from 
the players to the leadership.

The reason was that what they 
consider to be normal and sufficient 
was to the coach well below normal 
and overly insufficient, thus he did not 
have a winning side.

While the problem of fitness as 
a dimension of how technical staff 
handle the players is a big problem 
even in premier league heavyweights 
in the UEFA circuit, it is not always so 
recognized. 

And the lack of awareness does not 
depend on how important a club feels 
itself, that the top sides are usually 
careful about stamina and fitness 
while lesser teams are less cultivated.

After Krmpotic, Yanga interim coach doing something about stamina  

In this Oct. 17, 2017, file photo, Stevie Wonder attends the TIDAL X: Brooklyn 3rd Annual Benefit Concert in New York. 
Wonder released two new songs Tuesday reflecting the current times that he hopes inspires change. The music icon 
dropped the tracks “Where Is Our Love Song” and “Can’t Put It In the Hands of Fate,” which he also announced would be 
released through his new label, So What the Fuss Music, distributed through Universal Music Group’s Republic Records. 
(AP) 

Actually the reverse is quite likely to be more 
visible, that smaller teams in the premier league 
circuit place greater emphasis on fitness, while 
wealthier teams sign technically superior players, 
so even if their fitness is wanting it does not quickly 
affect results.

Lack of fitness is an explanation for erratic play 
on the part of major teams, as this kind of situation 
arises from a player being less dependable on a 
particular day compared to another day, in which 
case results reflect average dependability of the 
whole team, per match. 

Players are like pupils in a class, they tend to see 
how the teacher reacts to misdemeanor, and if he or 
she takes it lightly, it soon becomes the norm and the 
level of discipline gradually starts to decline.

The most important element of discipline in 
sports is the intensity that one attaches to training, 
as everything (results and all) is pegged on total 
average training.

So it is possible to figure out that if Krmpotic had 
maintained all along that the training was poor and 
the players were not as good as the public is made 
to believe, that is likely to be taken unkindly, on the 
basis of tradition and habit.

Usually a member of the 
technical bench, including 
the coach, is supposed to 
reflect sentiments of the club 
membership and leadership, 
where only the word ‘victory’ 
is permissible. 

Where the coach starts 
from building block one, to 
build stamina in the team 
and thus be in a position to 
adopt speedy formations, not 
by long goal kicks but clever 
passing and use of wings for 
instance, he is likely to upset 
the applecart. 

The mantra about winning 
does not accommodate 
conditionality, by adding 
an ‘if…’ Despite this inability 
to pay attention to a frank 
assessment about team 
preparedness and training 
level as a whole, it appears 
that the message all the 

same reached the concerned 
quarters, and a kind of 
adoption of that view is in the 
course of being intimated.

Interim head coach Juma 
Mwambusi was either 
overhead or frankly stated 
that there is need to increase 
the ‘dose’ of training in the 
team, which is a refreshing 
idea but it is way too little, 
and perhaps too late. 

For increasing the dose of 
training without matching it 
with the necessary technical 
prowess, that is, how the 
speed level determines the 
formations that are used, and 
how the pace of playing in 
the sense of the use of those 
formations can be altered in 
the course of play.

Integrating intensity of 
training and use of different 
formations, not as a doctrine 
but notably depending 
on what team the side is 
playing is really the province 
of a professional coach, in 
which case fleeting ideas of 
intensifying the training on 
the part of an interim coach 
is beside the point, strictly 
speaking. 

The only issue is how far 
the club side is in a position to 
good results (that is, a draw at 
least, or surprisingly enough, 
a win) in the much-awaited 
derby with their across the 
street rivals.

Strictly speaking Yanga 
would still have a better 
chance of obtaining results 
in that encounter with a 
skeptical Krmpotic, instead 
of an upbeat, perhaps 
careful Mwambusi, but if the 
opponents take a win for 
granted, a laugh is possible.

PARIS

RAFAEL Nadal’s 13th French Open was hailed 
as “one of sport’s greatest achievements” by 
close friend and rival Roger Federer, but for 
tennis’s flagging chasing pack, it was another 
dagger in the heart of their ambitions.

Nadal, who has now gone level with Federer 
on 20 career Grand Slams, has won six since 
turning 30.

World number one Novak Djokovic has 
captured five of his 17 since leaving his 20s 
while even Federer, now 39, claimed four after 
his 30th birthday.

They are statistics which illustrate even 
more starkly how big the gap remains between 
the sport’s ‘Big Three’ and the rest.

Nadal’s staggering 6-0, 6-2, 7-5 win over 
Djokovic in the Roland Garros final allowed 
him to join the Serb in winning majors in three 
different decades.

The 34-year-old Spaniard insists that he 
won’t become obsessed with ending his career 
as the all-time greatest Slam winner.

“I would love to finish my career being the 
player with more Grand Slams,” he said after 
winning his 100th match at Roland Garros 
against just two losses in 15 years.

“But I’m not going to be thinking all the time 
Novak has this one, Roger is winning the other 
one. 

“You can’t be always unhappy because your 
neighbour has a bigger house than you or a 
bigger boat or has a better phone. 

“In terms of these records, of course I care. 
For me it means a lot to share this number with 
Roger.

“But let’s see what’s going on when we finish 
our careers. We keep playing. I don’t know 
what can happen in the future.” 

- Iron grip of ‘Big Three’ -
Federer, who missed the US Open and 

Roland Garros to recover from knee surgery, 
believes that he and Nadal have “pushed each 
other to become better players”.

Nadal is the oldest Roland Garros champion 

since Andres Gimeno in 1972.
Djokovic, at 33, is the youngest of the three 

giants of the sport.
Despite his loss on Sunday, which cost him 

the chance to become the first man since Rod 
Laver in 1969 to win all four majors twice, he 
believes the 20-Slam mark can be bettered.

“If I thought it was too late I would have 
ended my career today,” the world number 
one told Serbian media after his seventh loss 
in eight meetings with Nadal in Paris.

“Myself, Nadal, Federer have been written 
off many times but we keep coming back and 
proving that we are still the best in the world.”

“My goals remain the same - the historic 
number one ranking and Grand Slam titles.”

Djokovic will start his 289th week as world 
number one on Monday with Federer’s all-time 
high of 310 comfortably in his sights.

The iron-grip on the Slams of Nadal, Djokovic 
and Federer is another source of frustration 
for the young pretenders who have constantly 
come up short.

From Federer’s first Slam triumph at 
Wimbledon in 2003, 57 of the 69 majors have 
been won by the ‘Big Three’.

Only six finals have failed to feature at least 
one of them.

The most recent even carries an asterik as 
Dominic Thiem’s win over Alexander Zverev at 
the US Open last month came after Nadal and 
Federer opted not to play and Djokovic was 
defaulted.

Until Sunday, that was Djokovic’s only loss of 
2020 compared to 37 wins.

Greek world number six Stefanos Tsitsipas, 
who lost in five sets to Djokovic in the semi-
finals at Roland Garros, believes there will be a 
changing of the guard.

However, the 22-year-old was conservative 
on the timeframe.

“The big three have been there for a long 
time. I don’t feel like it’s going to be the same 
-- in five, six years.”
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Stevie Wonder releases 2 new 
songs, gives health update 

Age just a number for Nadal, 
Federer and Djokovic 

NEW YORK

STEVIE Wonder released two new songs 
Tuesday reflecting the current times that he hopes 
inspires change.

The piano-playing icon dropped the tracks 
“Where Is Our Love Song” and “Can’t Put It In the 
Hands of Fate,” which he also announced would 
be released through his new label So What the 
Fuss Music, distributed through Universal Music 
Group’s Republic Records (Wonder was signed to 
Motown Records for the majority of his career).

The 70-year-old made the announcement 
during a virtual press conference Tuesday and 
also gave an update on his health, saying he “was 
blessed with a new kidney” last December.

“Since I have been released from the hospital, 
the nurses have made sure I’ve taken my medicine 
on time and I’m going to do it for as long as I have 
to, even if it is the rest of my life. I feel great. My 
voice feels great,” he said. “I feel like I’m about 40 
right now and I just thank everyone for the prayers 
and the love.”

“And for all of the people that have been listening 
to these rumors, listen, if I’m feeling some kind of 
way, I’ll let you know,” he continued. “We don’t 
want to have misinformation. I am alive and well.”

Tuesday’s announcement — which Wonder said 
was the first time he released two songs at the 
same time — coincided with the 36th birthday of 
his second oldest son, Mumtaz Morris.

Wonder said he started writing “Where Is Our 
Love Song” when he was 18. “Then came this year,” 
he said, “with all the confusion and all the hate and 
all the east versus west, left versus right. It’s just a 
hard break.”

All proceeds from “Where Is Our Love Song” — 
which features Grammy-winning guitarist Gary 
Clark Jr. — will benefit Feeding America. 

Rappers Busta Rhymes, Rapsody, Cordae and 
Chika appear on “Can’t Put It In the Hands of Fate” 
and Wonder said he plans on including the songs 
on a new EP.  He explained that “Can’t Put It In 
the Hands of Fate” was a song originally about a 
relationship, but then he updated the lyrics after 
“thinking about where we (are) in the world and 
thinking about how this is the most crucial time.” 

“Change is right now. We can’t put it into the 
hands of fate. Ain’t nobody got time to wait,” he 
said. “We can’t put it the hands of fate finding a 
cure for this dreadful virus. We got to get on our 
knees and pray or whatever you do.”

“I want everyone to be well,” he continued. “I 
don’t care what color you are because actually I 
don’t see your color. You see color, don’t act like 
you don’t see color, you do. But I don’t see your 
visual color. But I do feel your soul. I do feel your 
spirit. I see the color of your spirit and soul, and 
I’m seeing too many spirts and souls that are not 
about the love that we’re supposed to have and 
feel for one another.”

Meanwhile, an op-ed by Megan Thee Stallion on 
the need to protect Black women was published 
Tuesday as rapper Tory Lanez had his first court 
hearing on felony charges alleging he shot her. 

Yanga players take part in training session in Dar es Salaam recently to prepare for the 
2020/21 Vodacom Premier League. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

“I was recently the victim of an act of violence by 
a man,” she wrote in the New York Times, without 
naming Lanez. The op-ed was published shortly 
before a judge released him on bail and ordered him 
to stay away from her. 

“After a party, I was shot twice as I walked away 
from him,” she wrote about the attacker. “We were 
not in a relationship. Truthfully, I was shocked that I 
ended up in that place.”

In the piece titled, “Why I Speak Up For Black 
Women,” the hip-hop star writes that “Black women 
are still constantly disrespected and disregarded in 
so many areas of life.”

In her first public comments on the matter since 
Lanez was charged Thursday, she explains why, 
on July 12, the night she was shot in the feet in the 
Hollywood Hills, she declined to tell police or 
otherwise publicize that her injuries were from 
gunfire. 

“My initial silence about what happened was out 
of fear for myself and my friends,” she writes. “Even 
as a victim, I have been met with skepticism and 
judgment. The way people have publicly questioned 
and debated whether I played a role in my own 
violent assault proves that my fears about discussing 
what happened were, unfortunately, warranted.”

Lanez, whose legal name is Daystar Peterson, 
made his court appearance by phone in Los Angeles 
on charges of assault with a semiautomatic firearm 
and carrying a loaded, unregistered firearm in a 
vehicle. He said only “yes, your honor” to a series of 
questions from the judge and did not enter a plea. 
His arraignment was postponed until Nov. 18. 

Lanez’s bail was set at $190,000, which was 
promptly posted, and he was ordered to make no 

contact with Megan Thee Stallion and to surrender 
any guns he owns. He has been free since he was 
briefly jailed after an arrest on suspicion of illegal 
weapon possession on the day of the shooting. 

His attorney Shawn Holley declined comment 
afterward. 

The day after he was charged, Lanez said on 
Twitter that “the truth will come to the light” and “a 
charge is not a conviction.” 

After teasing on Sept. 24 that he might tell his 
side of the story on social media later that night, 
he instead released a new album, “Daystar,” which 
currently sits at No. 10 on the Billboard album chart. 

Prosecutors allege Lanez fired on Megan Thee 
Stallion, whose legal name is Megan Pete, after she 
got out of an SUV during an argument. If convicted, 
he could face a maximum sentence of about 23 years. 

In her op-ed, she puts her shooting and its 
aftermath in the context of larger issues for Black 
women, “who struggle against stereotypes and are 
seen as angry or threatening when we try to stand up 
for ourselves and our sisters.”

“We deserve to be protected as human beings,” 
she writes. “And we are entitled to our anger about 
a laundry list of mistreatment and neglect that we 
suffer.”

Megan Thee Stallion has had a breakout run in the 
past two years that has put her among the biggest 
stars in hip-hop. She was nominated for artist of the 
year at the MTV Video Music Awards, was the musical 
guest on the season premiere of “Saturday Night 
Live,” and her guest stint on the Cardi B song “WAP” 
helped turn the track — and music video — into a huge 
cultural phenomenon.

					     AP
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JOHANNESBURG

AFRICAN champions Algeria 
stretched an unbeaten run to 
20 matches by drawing 2-2 with 
Mexico in the Netherlands on 
Tuesday despite playing 35 min-
utes with 10 men. 

Adlene Guedioura was sent 
off after being yellow carded 
a second time 55 minutes into 
a friendly international in the 
Dutch capital, The Hague.

Algeria trailed, then led before 
conceding a second goal three 
minutes from the end of regular 
time to set up a tense finish.

Jesus Manuel Corona put the 
Mexicans ahead on 43 minutes in 
only the second match between 
the countries with Mexico win-
ning a World Cup warm-up in 
1985.  

Ismael Bennacer levelled be-
fore half-time and Manchester 
City winger and Algeria captain 
Riyad Mahrez put his country 
ahead midway through the sec-
ond half.

The two-time Africa Cup of Na-
tions winners held that advan-
tage with 10 men until Daniel 
Lainez equalised.

Algeria last lost in October 2018, 
away to Benin in a 2019 Cup of 
Nations qualifier, and have since 
won 16 competitive and friendly 
internationals and drawn four.

The 20 matches have been 
against African opposition apart 
from victories over Qatar and Co-
lombia and the draw with Mexico.

Before travelling to the Nether-
lands, Algeria defeated Nigeria 1-0 
in Austria last Friday in a repeat of 
a 2019 Cup of Nations semi-final 
won by a Mahrez free-kick thun-
derbolt.

Like many other African coun-
tries, Algeria used the October 
5-13 FIFA international window 
to prepare for the resumption of 
2021 Cup of Nations qualifying.

- Nigeria miss penalty -

Matchdays 3 and 4 will be 
played next month after a lengthy 
delay caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, and Algeria face Zim-
babwe home and away in Group 
H.

Meanwhile, Nigeria and Tuni-
sia drew 1-1 in the Austrian town 
of Sankt Veit an der Glan in an-
other rematch from the 2019 Cup 
of Nations tournament in Egypt.

Nigeria won a third-place play-
off last year, and started promis-
ing in pursuit of another victory 
over Tunisia as Leicester City for-
ward Kelechi Iheanacho netted 
on 21 minutes.

He had a chance to score again 
not long after, but his weakly 
struck penalty was saved by 
Farouk Ben Mustapha, whose 
foul on Nigeria captain Ahmed 
Musa led to the spot-kick.

Tunisia, who trounced Sudan 
four days ago, recovered to level 
a minute from half-time through 
Mohamed Drager, but there was 
no further scoring.

After drawing with Belgium, 
the number one ranked football 
nation, last week the Ivory Coast 
fell 1-0 to Japan in the Dutch city 
of Utrecht.  

Unmarked Naomichi Ueda 
snatched a late Japanese winner 
with a diving far-post header past 
goalkeeper Sylvain Gbohouo. 

The Ivorian line-up included 
former Arsenal attacker Ger-
vinho, recalled for the first time 
since 2017. 

Morocco failed to build on an 
impressive win over top ranked 
African team Senegal last week 
and could only draw 1-1 with the 
Democratic Republic of Congo in 
Rabat.

Noussair Mazraoui put the 
hosts ahead on the stroke of half-
time, but a Congolese side se-
verely depleted by withdrawals 
levelled through Yoane Wissa.

			   AFP

Algeria extend unbeaten run to 
20 matches despite red card

Court hears former FIFA official’s appeal in bribery case

MADRID

SPAIN coach Luis Enrique has de-
fended David De Gea after the Man-
chester United goalkeeper put in 
another disappointing display for his 
country in a 1-0 loss to Ukraine in the 
UEFA Nations League.

Viktor Tsygankov’s 76th minute 
winner on Tuesday night saw De Gea 
caught out of position as Spain suffered 
their first defeat since November 2018. 

The visitors had dominated the game 
in Kiev, taking 21 shots to Ukraine’s two, 
but were unable to take their chances 
before being hit on the counterattack.

The performance raised more ques-
tions about Spain’s lack of a reliable No. 
1 -- and a natural goalscorer at the other 
end of the pitch -- ahead of next sum-
mer’s European Championships.

“You can always do more,” Luis En-
rique said in his postmatch news con-
ference when asked about De Gea’s re-
sponsibility for the goal. “But to blame 
[De Gea]... it’s a bad habit, you [journal-
ists] love doing it.”

“We could all do more, me first of all. 
When you get a cake you share it, and 
when you get a plate of food that’s go-
ing bad, you share that too. We all could 

have done more, but in a game like this, 
if you blame De Gea, let’s finish up and 
go home.”

De Gea has started all four of Spain’s 
Nations League matches this season, 
while Chelsea’s Kepa Arrizabalaga was 
picked for a 0-0 friendly draw with Por-
tugal last week.

De Gea, 29 -- who joined United from 
Atletico Madrid in 2011 -- has been per-
sistently criticised in Spain for his dis-
plays with the national team, more so 
since a disastrous showing at the 2018 
World Cup.

He has kept his place, in part, due to 
a lack of reliable alternatives. Kepa had 
been viewed as De Gea’s successor after 
his high-profile €80 million move to 
Chelsea in 2018 but has since struggled 
in England.

Kepa’s mistakes in Chelsea’s open-
ing Premier League games against 
Brighton and Liverpool saw the club 
sign Edouard Mendy from Rennes as a 
potential replacement.

Despite Tuesday’s defeat, Spain 
remain top of their Nations League 
Group 4 on seven points, ahead of Ger-
many, who drew 3-3 with Switzerland.

(Agencies)

De Gea defended after yet another howler

LAUSANNE, Switzerland

FORMER FIFA official Marco Polo 
del Nero had his appeal heard at sport’s 
highest court on Tuesday against a life 
ban from soccer for taking millions of 
dollars in bribes. 

The Court of Arbitration for Sport 
said the appeal -- 2 ½ years after FIFA’s 
ethics committee banned the Brazilian 
official -- was heard by video confer-
ence. Verdicts typically take several 
months.

Del Nero was indicted by United 
States federal prosecutors in November 
2015 on financial conspiracy charges 
and risks arrest if he leaves Brazil. He 
has avoided extradition.

ADVERTISEMENT
The 79-year-old Del Nero was a 

member of FIFA’s ruling executive com-
mittee and the president of the Brazil-
ian Football Association when he fled 
Switzerland in May 2015. He left after 
several soccer officials were arrested in 
early morning hotel raids in Zurich that 

revealed a sprawling American inves-
tigation of corruption in international 
soccer. 

Del Nero resigned from his 
$300,000-a-year seat on FIFA’s execu-
tive committee in November 2015. In 
the same week, he was indicted in 
the U.S. and FIFA’s ethics committee 
opened a formal investigation, though 
did not provisionally suspend him.

American prosecutors allege he took 
millions of dollars in kickbacks from 
commercial deals for South America’s 
top competitions, the Copa America 
and Copa Libertadores.

FIFA ethics judges found him guilty 
on charges of bribery and corruption, 
accepting gifts and conflict of interest.

Del Nero denied wrongdoing and ar-
gued at his appeal to FIFA last year that 
soccer’s world body should not take 
jurisdiction ahead of South American 
soccer body CONMEBOL and the Bra-
zilian association.

AP

LONDON

NEW proposals backed by Liverpool and 
Manchester United for wide-ranging reform of 
English football have been criticised by the UK 
government, Premier League and fans’ groups.

The so-called “Project Big Picture” has been 
labelled a “power grab” by the Premier League’s 
biggest and wealthiest clubs, taking advantage of 
the dire financial position of the English Football 
League (EFL) -- which comprises the three 
divisions directly beneath the top flight -- amid the 
coronavirus crisis.

But many in the EFL, including chairman Rick 
Parry, back the plan as a means of addressing 
the imbalance in resources between the top and 
bottom of the football pyramid.

AFP Sport looks at what “Project Big Picture” 
proposes and who could gain from it:

Competition reform
The principal difference on the field would be 

the reduction of the Premier League from 20 to 18 
teams with the overall number of clubs in the top 
four English divisions shrinking from 92 to 90.

Only two teams would be automatically promoted 
to and relegated from the Premier League with 
third-bottom in the top tier joining third, fourth 
and fifth in the second-tier Championship for the 
traditional end-of-season play-offs.

The League Cup and season curtain-raiser, 
the Community Shield, would also be scrapped, 
providing more space in the calendar for lucrative 
pre-season tours and potentially more matches in 
European club competition for the biggest clubs.

Revenue sharing
The Premier League would provide an instant 

£250 million ($325 million) cash injection to the 
EFL to prevent clubs going bust at a time when they 
are without match-day revenue due to coronavirus 
restrictions.

A further £100 million would be provided to 
the English Football Association, which also has 
mounting coronavirus costs due to international 
games behind closed doors, notably to help 
women’s football.  

There is also more funding for the lower leagues 
in the long-term. In future, Premier League and 
EFL broadcast rights would be sold together and 
25 percent distributed down the divisions.

What’s the catch?
The principal objection to the plans is that the 

power will be concentrated in the hands of the 
“big six” - United, Liverpool, Arsenal, Chelsea, 
Manchester City and Tottenham Hotspur.

At the moment, a majority of 14 from the 20 

What is English football’s ‘Project Big 
Picture’ and who stands to benefit? 

Ronaldo’s positive COVID-19 test should be a wakeup call 
By Leander Schaerlaeckens, Yahoo Sports

CRISTIANO Ronaldo is the latest sports superstar 
to contract COVID-19 after testing positive on Tues-
day, although the Juventus and Portuguese forward 
remains asymptomatic.

The 35-year-old played for Portugal against France 
on Sunday and will now miss a game against Sweden 
in the Nations League, a competition run by Euro-
pean soccer’s governing body UEFA, in addition to a 
Juventus game or two. 

There is no telling where he contracted the virus. 
Juventus, which had two coronavirus-positive staff-
ers, says Ronaldo tested negative up until his depar-
ture for Portugal’s camp for the international break. 
There is also no telling whom he might have given it 
to, although Portugal says every other player in the 
squad tested negative on Tuesday. 

Ronaldo’s positive test offers a stark reminder that 
Europe and soccer remain very much in the thrall of 
the pandemic. It underscores, too, that perhaps not 
every game is equally important and that the neces-
sity of playing them should be considered more care-
fully. 

Granted, it’s entirely possible that Ronaldo, who 
was spared infection during Turin’s roaring outbreak 
in the spring, contracted the disease before leaving 
for Portugal duty. But international soccer repre-
sents a needless risk all the same. Unlike club soccer, 
be it the domestic leagues or continental competi-
tions, it is inessential to sustaining the business of 
professional soccer. As it was argued in this space 
last week, only the final round of Euro 2021 playoffs 
had any urgency to be played, and even those could 
have been put off a few more months.

There was no good reason to play friendlies in 
this window. And the various continental Nations 
Leagues could just as easily have been shelved for a 
year, without significantly damaging the sport. (TV 
broadcast contracts could have been fulfilled in oth-
er ways down the line.)

Sending all of those players scurrying around the 
world, mixing the bubbles and pods the clubs have 
carefully maintained, always represented a dan-
ger to the game at large. Ronaldo is hardly the only 
player to have become infected during this interna-
tional break. And he isn’t the first of the game’s high-
wattage stars to get the virus either; Neymar, Kylian 
Mbappe, Paul Pogba, Zlatan Ibrahimovic and several 
other men you might have seen in TV commercials 
became victims previously.

Regardless of the origins of Ronaldo’s infection, 
the rash of new positive tests among national team 
players — members of the national teams of Ukraine, 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said the project was the “type of 
backroom dealing that undermines 
trust in football governance”, while the 
Premier League warned some of the 
plans would have a “damaging impact on 
the whole game.”

What comes next?
Even in the unlikely event that a 

majority of Premier League clubs backed 
the plans, they would not come into force 
until 2022/23.

However, with such strong opposition, 
these proposals are likely to just be the 
starting point for negotiations on how to 
balance the interests of the biggest clubs 
with protecting the football pyramid.

The most pressing need is that for a 
bailout of the EFL -- The chairman of 
fourth-tier London club Leyton Orient, 
Nigel Travis, has claimed some clubs 
will disappear within six weeks without 
financial support.

			                 AFP

Premier League clubs is required for any 
significant decisions to be passed with 
each club having one vote.

Under the proposals, the “big six” and 
the other three longest-serving Premier 
League members - currently Everton, 
Southampton and West Ham United - 
would hold the balance of power with 
only six of those nine needed to vote in 
major rule changes.

That would include the power to 
approve or block takeovers of other 
clubs, for example the Saudi-backed deal 
for Newcastle United that recently fell 
through.

Moreover, each club could sell the 
rights of up to eight live matches a season 
direct to fans over their own channels. 
That would be far more lucrative for 
the bigger clubs with huge worldwide 
fanbases, but is likely to reduce collective 
TV deals, where the EFL’s 25 percent 
share comes from.

Parachute payments for clubs 
relegated from the Premier League 

would also be abolished.

Who is backing it?
Parry, formerly the Liverpool chief 

executive, has been the most vocal senior 
figure supporting the plan after months 
of warning that EFL clubs face a £200 
million black hole in their finances with 
games being held behind closed doors.

Despite being behind the proposals, 
Liverpool and United are yet to comment 
publicly. However, the plans have 
received considerable support from 
clubs throughout the EFL.

Who is against it?
A powerful alliance of the Premier 

League, government and supporters 
groups has warned about selling control 
over the game to a small band of clubs.

The Football Supporters Association 
described the plans on Tuesday as 
a “sugar-coated cyanide pill offered 
up by billionaire owners who do not 
understand or care about our football 
culture”.

and UEFA forged ahead with the inter-
national window regardless, never mind 
a club schedule that had already been 
compressed into a shorter timeframe.

Ronaldo’s infection ought to serve as 
a wakeup call to the sport, just as the 
news somehow hits differently whenev-
er a head of state tests positive. The virus 
does not discriminate according to fame 
or influence. The supremely professional 
and health-conscious Ronaldo isn’t im-
mune either.

It will be telling how the sport reacts 
to this, and whether it redoubles efforts 

The League Cup could be one of the casualties of major reform to English football. (Agencies)

Peru, Switzerland, Spain, Senegal and oth-
er countries have missed games with this 
window because of COVID-19 — vindicates 
concerns their clubs held all along.

They were vehemently opposed to re-
leasing their players to the national teams 
for fear of the virus spreading among 
their squads, both while they were away 
and when they returned, and incapacitat-
ing them for upcoming games. It is the 
clubs, after all, who pay the players’ sala-
ries. They had the backing of international 
players association FIFPro and the Euro-
pean Club Association in this. But FIFA 

Cristiano Ronaldo’s positive COVID-19 test should be a warning sign to soccer. Will the sport 
actually take it that way? (Photo: Agencies)

to keep its players safe. A surefire way to 
reduce risk would be for soccer to pare 
down its calendar where possible. And 
that probably means shelving interna-
tional soccer altogether for the time be-
ing. 

Sustaining even the club season has 
felt tenuous at times in the weeks since 
it kicked off. An outbreak among Paris 
Saint-Germain players early in the sea-
son confirmed that things remained per-
ilous. The discovery of 15 positive cases 
among players and staff at Genoa has al-
ready proved disruptive to the schedule, 
with other games postponed or forfeited 
— such as in the curious case of the high-
stakes Juventus-Napoli match in Serie 
A. Napoli had to miss the game because 
of its quarantine following its win over 
Genoa because Juventus, Ronaldo’s club, 
would not reschedule. 

If the governing bodies cannot contain 
their avarice and remain intent on hon-
oring every last game on the schedule 
as if nothing were going on, even when 
all the available evidence suggests that 
there is still very much something going 
on, they only increase their vulnerability.

And Ronaldo will hardly be the last of 
the sport’s faces to fall ill.

Leander Schaerlaeckens is a Yahoo 
Sports soccer columnist and a sports 
communication lecturer at Marist Col-
lege. Follow him on Twitter @LeanderAl-
phabet.
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By Guardian Reporter

AGA Khan Youths cricket team commanded 68-run 
drubbing of Lions Youths side in a 2020 TCA Dar es 
Salaam Elite U-15 League’s clash, which took place in 
Dar es Salaam last weekend.

The competition, held under the supervision of 
Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA), has brought to-
gether Dar es Salaam-based junior teams in an effort 
to promote the sport from grassroots.

Lions Youths won the toss and elected to bowl, limit-
ing Aga Khan Youths to 125 runs all out in 19.3 overs of 
the scheduled 20-over clash.

Aga Khan Youths had to contend with two quick 
dismissals of openers, Sayan Vijay Jobanputra and Aa-
ditya Kailas Bhattbhatt, as Lions Youths sought to frus-
trate the former’s quest for an imposing score early on.

Brijesh Hitesh Kakkad, Aga Khan Youths’ captain, 
stepped up to put his batting prowess to show, posting 
60 runs which included five boundaries.

He immensely helped Aga Khan Youths stay in con-
trol of the innings for some time, making up for the 
team’s openers’ flaws in the process.

There were two more quick dismissals, which saw 
Laksh Snehal and Dylan Manish Thakrar end with 
four runs and one run respectively, as Lions Youths 
fought to keep Aga Khan Youths in check.

Sanay Vijay Jobanputra chipped in with 12 runs for 
the Aga Khan Youths, Raahi Rajesh Davda ended three 
runs short of double digit figure for the squad, as Aga 
Khan Youths sought to wade off Lions Youths’ bowlers’ 
pressure.

Rehaan Atif took most wickets for Lions Youths, end-
ing with three wickets and leaking 21 runs in 3.3 overs.

The outfit’s three other bowlers, Amaan Sameer, 
Ashfaq Imtiyaz and skipper Abdullah Imtiyaz, took 
two wickets each in their respective four-over spells.

Amassing 126 runs to win turned out to be a daunt-
ing task for Lions Youths, given they were in response 
skittled for 57 runs in 17.1 overs.

Skipper Abdullah, slotted in at number three, ended 
as the top run getter in the fruitless chase, posting 18 
runs which included two fours.

Openers, Ashfaq and Naveed Nasir, had relatively 
short spells at the crease as the squad experienced a 
wobble early on.

Abdullah’s dismissal spelt disaster for Lions Youths, 
given the rest of the squad’s batsmen failed to turn the 
game around.

Low order batsman, Aasim Abdulsamad, ended one 
run short of double digit figure in a vain attempt by the 
youngster to help Lions Youths avoid defeat.

Ayaan Ashik Shariff ended with three wickets and 
fellow bowlers, Jobanputra, Raja Ram Nandeep and 
Snehal recorded two wickets each and saw to it Aga 
Khan Youths dash Lions Youths’ hopes away.

Aga Khan Youths are, therefore, at the top of the 
three-team tournament’s standing, given they have 
registered four points in two games.

By Guardian Reporter

MOROGORO’s Uluguru Stars women 
cricket team hammered Arusha Girls 
by nine wickets in a 2020 Women Pre-
mier League’s Group A clash, which took 
place at Usagara ground in Tanga last 
weekend.

It was a second consecutive victory for 
Uluguru Stars, helping the squad emerge 
as a serious contender for silverware in 
the tournament.

Experienced batter, Fatuma Omary, 
put player of the match displays to see to 
it Uluguru Stars record the resounding 
victory over the mostly inexperienced 
Arusha Girls.

Arusha Girls, led by skipper Lisa Justin, 
won the toss and elected to bat, record-
ing 84 runs for five wickets in 20 overs.

Lisa, who also features for the senior 
national women team, had the best per-
formance at the crease given she ended 
with 27 runs which consisted of three 
fours.

Marium Abedi that has also turned 
out to be a key performer for the Arusha 
team chipped in with 18 runs which in-
cluded a boundary.

Marium and Lisa immensely contrib-
uted to the team’s ability to amass the 
double digit figure, as the duo’s fellow 
batters were below par.

The two saw to it Arusha Girls keep 
Uluguru Stars’ bowlers at bay for some 
time after early dismissals of Mwanaisha 
Bakari and Caren Christopher, who had 
opened the team’s innings.

Nailegiegi George and Mwasiti Jafari 
made their way back to the pavilion with 
bat in hand, notching five runs not out 
and one run not out respectively for the 
Arusha Girls.

Adolphina Jeremia had the best bowl-
ing figure for Uluguru Stars, finishing her 
spell with two wickets and conceding 17 
runs in four overs.

Martha Karisti and Sonia Chachala 
ended with one wicket apiece for the 
Morgoro team.

With a modest target in their sight, 
Uluguru Stars did not drain a sweat, eas-
ily chasing Arusha Girls’ score for the loss 
one wicket in 9.5 overs.

Fatuma put her experience to show, 
ending six runs short of a half century 
and forging an unbeaten stand with the 
equally experienced Mwanaidi Ammy.

Mwanaidi posted 37 runs not out, 
which consisted of five boundaries, Fa-
tuma cleared the boundary on seven 
ocassions in what turned out to be the 
best innings.

An early exit of Martha, who was run 
out by Arusha Girls’ Lisa from Angela 
Agustino’s delivery, could hardly frus-
trate Uluguru Stars’ ambition.

Uluguru Stars are, for that matter, 
leading the rest of the pack in Group A, 
given they have notched two wins in two 
games they taken part in.

They have notched 193 runs and 
leaked 178 runs, which have seen them 
post a net run rate of 2.0193. 

Tanga’s Simba Queens have been posi-
tioned second with victory in one match 
and defeat in the other clash. 

They have scored 198 runs and leaked 
174 runs, settling for a net run rate of 
0.6000.  Dar Combine Girls and Arusha 
Girls are placed third and last respective-
ly in the group.

Dar Combine Girls have notched 
one victory in two outings whereas the 
youthful Arusha Girls have no win in two 
matches.

What is English football’s ‘Project Big 
Picture’ and who stands to benefit?

Comprehensive report, page 19

Azam FC aims to keep perfect 
start going against Mwadui FC         

Aga Khan Youths thrash Lions Youths in 
Dar es Salaam  Elite U-15 Cricket League   

Uluguru 
Stars stretch 
winning run in 
2020 Women 
Premier League   

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

AZAM FC has raced to the 
top of the 2020/21 Vodacom 
Premier League table with a 
100% winning record after five 
rounds of matches, and con-
sidering that a derby match in-
volving the club’s competitors, 
Simba SC and Yanga, has been 
postponed – this is the right 
moment for them to pull ahead 
by five points.

And they have been present-
ed the perfect opportunity for 
it as well. 

They take on Mwadui team, 
who had finished 13th in the 
previous season’s league table, 
one point off relegation.

In fact, Mwadui were under 
threat of relegation even in the 
last match-day of the 2019/20 
season.

There is no denying that 
Azam FC goes into the contest 
as red-hot favourites, however 
Mwadui are on a two-match 
winning run. 

They defeated newly promot-
ed Ihefu FC at home 2-0 in the 
fourth round before topping it 
with another win on the road 
against Namungo FC.

In head-to-head stats, Azam 
FC and Mwadui FC have met 
in 10 league matches since 
2015/16. 

Azam FC, based at Chamazi 
in Dar es Salaam, has claimed 
eight wins, while two matches 
have ended in draw.

Azam FC completed a league 
‘double’ over Mwadui FC last 
season, winning 1-0 in Janu-
ary and posted similar results 
in the return game in Mwadui, 
Shinyanga in July. 

The Ice-cream makers have 
put together a three-match win-
ning streak against Mwadui FC.

It has, moreover, been an 
excellent start to the season 
for Azam FC’s forward Prince 
Dube.

The Zimbabwean striker has 
contributed five goals and two 
assists already this campaign. 

Although he will want to add 
more goals, he will be delighted 
to be creating chances for oth-
ers.

In Mwanza, Mtibwa Sugar will 
look to return to winning form 
when they play hosts Gwam-
bina FC at the CCM Kirumba 
Stadium. 

Mtibwa Sugar have gone 
two matches without a win 
and their only victory was 1-0  
against a struggling newly pro-
moted Ihefu FC side on Septem-

ber 18.
This is a huge game for Mtib-

wa Sugar head coach Zuberi 
Katwila.

He needs to oversee a much 
better performance than the 
last two rounds, otherwise the 
pressure on him could increase 
after last season’s league strug-
gles which saw the 2020 Map-
induzi Cup champions avoid 
relegation in the last day of the 
campaign.

Gwambina FC picked up their 
first win of the season in their 
last league outing, defeating 
Ihefu FC 2-0 at  home on Octo-
ber 3, thanks to a brace by for-
ward Meshack Abraham. 

The Misungwi-based club 
boasts of an unbeaten record 
at home this season. They have 
claimed four points from a pos-
sible six.

Azam FC’s forward Prince Dube (L), attempts to get the better of Dodoma’s Fountain Gate FC defender when the teams locked horns in a friendly clash, 
which took place at Azam Complex in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday. Azam FC won 4-0. PHOTO; COURTESY OF AZAM FC

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Arusha Girls women cricket team pictured before playing Uluguru Stars in a 2020 Women Premier League’s Group A tie, which took place in Tanga early this 
week. PHOTO; COURTESY OF TCA 
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