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1,000 Rice farmers receive sustainable agriculture

training
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Plan empowers 294,661 women to curb GBV

GENDER-BASED
VIOLENCE

National Pg 5

Ist phase livestock DRIVE vaccination to gobble

up 28bn/-

Ngorongoro
crash victim,
family flown
to Tel Aviv

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

Inbar Greidinger-Geisler (30) from the
Israeli capital of Tel Aviv who was killed
when a safari vehicle rolled over in the
Ngorongoro conservation area, has been
airlifted back to Israel.

Ambassador Michael Lotem, the Israeli
envoy to Kenya and the East African re-
gion, said in a telephone interview from
Nairobi yesterday, that the body was air-
lifted along with six other Israeli tourists
involved in the rare tourist site accident.

“We appreciate the cooperation re-
ceived from local authorities and the
management of the hospitals that at-
tended to the injured Israelis in Karatu,”
the envoy stated.

Greidinger-Geisler was with five family
members. They were evacuated from the
scene of the accident by helicopter and
flown to the Karatu district designated
hospital run by the Lutheran Church as
well as a private medical center run by
the Foundation for .African Medicine

The accident which
killed the Israeli
tourist occurred near
the crater viewpoint
as the safari vehi-

cle was driving back
towards the Loduare
entry gate

and Education (FAME) also in Karatu.

Inbar, who was married last year to
Or Gisler, happens to be the daughter of
businessman Israel Greidinger and his
wife Naomi, the University of Haifa li-
brary director.

She was accompanied by her husband
and other family members during the
trip, who were slightly injured in the ac-
cident.

The group was riding in a Toyota Land-
cruiser, T-450 APB operated by Wakali
Safaris of Arusha, whose director Jona-
than Samuel said later that the safari
truck with their company’s branding had
been hired.

“We assisted in the process of evacu-
ating the injured passengers who have
been flown back home,” he explained,
with officials earlier explaining that the
Israeli tourists were covered by the Harel
Insurance Co.

The insurer moved into action, seeing
to it that the family was evacuated by hel-
icopter, to a local hospital for a range of
injuries and facilitating an Israeli doctor
being flown out to assist with treatment.

Miri Geffen Zilkha, the insurer’s head

Samia chairs SADC security
meeting over Mozambique

The United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR) sad that the facility was originally designed to house 250 people, and
it now struggles to accommodate the influx, hence urgently seeking additional funding to cope with the situation
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa and Zan2|bar Minister of Education and Vocatlonal Training Leila Muhamed Musa (2nd L) |naugurate
Makoba Secondary School located in North Unguja during events to mark the 61 years of the Zanzibar Revolution over the weekend.

Emergency communication
plan to ease disaster relief

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Communications Regulato-
ry Authority (TCRA) has developed a coun-
trywide plan for communication through
electronic networks during emergencies.

Dr. Jabir Bakari, TCRA director general,
unveiled this plan at a press conference in
Dar es Salaam yesterday, asserting that

the national emergency telecommunica-
tions plan (NETP) was now being designed.

It is meant to identify responder and
stakeholder communications capacity and
requirements in all stages of disaster man-
agement, including mitigation, prepared-
ness, response and relief, along with recov-
ery and rehabilitation, he said.

This requires that ser-
vice providers provide
timely information when
disasters strike...

He described NETP as a strategy to com-
bat challenges resulting from disasters and
natural calamities, underlining effective-
ness of stakeholder coordination and col-
laboration during all stages of a disaster.

Describing a disaster as an unforeseen
event that causes extensive damage, de-
struction and human suffering, he said that
such events overwhelms existing mitiga-
tion capacities.

Disaster responses include installing es-
sential interoperable communications sys-
tems to facilitate the work of emergency
response personnel, he explained.

NETP is expected to facilitate communi-
cations during rescues, he said, pointing at
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Govt set to assess science,
math, ICT teaching ability

ICT integration would make lessons more
effective and help students meet their
learning objectives efficiently

By Correspondent Grace Mwakalinga

TRAINING programmes for secondary
school teachers in mathematics, science
as well as information and communica-
tion technology (ICT) are slated for a com-
prehensive assessment.

Dr Charles Mahera, the Education, Sci-

ence and Technology deputy permanent
secretary announced this plan when
opening a five-day training session for
science and mathematics teachers and
quality controllers from Simiyu and Mara
regions, in Tarime yesterday.

The ministry seeks to assess the out-
comes of its training programmes those

fields, with the assessment intended to in-
volve students who will be given questions
to evaluate their understanding of the sub-
jects taught, he said.

The Secondary Education Quality Im-
provement Project (SEQUIP) includes vari-
ous initiatives, such as continuous teacher
training for science, mathematics and ICT
educators, he said.

A modality is being developed to assess
the impact of training on students’ learn-
ing, with students asked to gauge how much
they’ve benefited from the training provid-

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA is spearheading efforts by
the Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) to help restore peace and
stability in Mozambique amidst the ongo-
ing disturbances.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan who
also serves as chairperson of the SADC
organ on politics, defence and security
cooperation, over the weekend led an
emergency virtual meeting to see what
the organ can do to help alleviate the situ-
ation.

Zambia and Malawi, as members of the
SADC troika (three member committee),
were present at the meeting, to discuss
scenarios and inputs towards potential
solutions to the crisis in Mozambique.

The leaders issued recommendations
on how SADC can assist Mozambique
in resolving the current political unrest,
top officials said, .in the wake of regional
consultations the president chaired at the
Tunguu State House, Zanzibar.

Ambassador Mahmoud Thabit Kombo,
the Foreign Affairs and East African Coop-
eration minister, Dr. Stergomena Tax, the
Defense and National Service minister, at-
tended the regional consultations, assist-
ed by permanent secretaries Ambassador
Samwel Shelukindo and Dr Faraji Mnyepe
for the two ministries, respectively.

Mozambique has faced political turmoil
following the opposition party’s rejection
of results of the country’s general election
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Samia chairs SADC security
meeting over Mozambique

FROM PAGE 1
held last October 9.

Thousands of Mozambicans have
fled across the border to Malawi as
post-election violence escalates,
leaving homes destroyed and lives
uprooted. Families seek refuge in
makeshift camps, recounting har-
rowing tales of survival and loss,
media outlets indicate

An internal note handed to the
meeting from Eswatini authorities,
nearly 1,000 Mozambicans have

crossed the border into the tiny
kingdom over the past two months.
Many have found shelter at the Ma-
lindza Refugee Centre near the bor-
der, which is now overwhelmed, of-
ficials stated.

The United Nations Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) sad that the facil-
ity was originally designed to house
250 people, and it now struggles to
accommodate the influx, hence ur-
gently seeking additional funding to
cope with the situation, they added.

Govt set to assess science,
math, ICT teaching ability

FROM PAGE 1

ed to their teachers, he explained.

“The government is investing
substantial resources into this train-
ing to improve the capacity of sec-
ondary school teachers in science,
mathematics and ICT, enhancing
their teaching methods and foster-
ing students’ understanding and
interest in these subjects,” he elabo-
rated.

The target is to train 40,000
teachers by January 2026, with
29,328 teachers already trained,
contributing to improved teaching
quality, he said.

“In this phase, 7,940 teachers are
expected to benefit from the train-
ing, marking a significant step in en-
hancing the teaching and learning
process,” he further noted.

SEQUIP coordinator Dr Nicholaus
Gati reported that 85 per cent of the
project’s allocated funding has been
successfully utilized.

The project aims to ensure quality
secondary education for students,
particularly girls, and improve ICT
integration in education. Increasing
female students’ engagement in ed-
ucation is also a priority, he stated.

Dr. Huruma Mageni, the director
of teaching, highlighted that SE-
QUIP has trained teachers in mod-
ern, interactive teaching methods
that foster creativity and improve
teaching effectiveness in the three
spheres.

Eliud Myovela, a teacher at Ta-
rime secondary school, said that
ICT integration would make lessons
more effective and help students
meet their learning objectives effi-
ciently.

Paulina Makolo, the quality as-
surance officer with the Bunda dis-
trict council, was confident that the
training would enhance teaching
methods and increase student suc-
cess in these subjects.

Ngorongoro crash victim,
family flown to Tel Aviv

FROM PAGE 1
of health and foreign claims, stated
that the firm sent an Israeli doc-
tor to provide prompt and optimal
medical care to the insured just as
they were being flown back home.
Hamis Dambaya, communica-
tions officer for the Ngorongoro
Conservation  Area  Authority

(NCAA) said in a statement after the
accident that reckless driving by the
tour van driver caused the rare mis-
hap.

The accident which killed the Is-
raeli tourist occurred near the cra-
ter viewpoint as the safari vehicle
was driving back towards the Lodu-
are entry gate, he stated.

99pc of villages connected
to electricity-REA director

By Guardian Reporter

THE Rural Energy Agency (REA)
has said that by the end of Decem-
ber 2024, 12,301 out of 12,318 villages
across the country were connected
to electricity, representing 99.9 per-
cent.

REA Director Of Rural Electrifica-
tion, Jones Olotu, said this on Mon-
day during a briefing on the status
of electricity access in rural areas,
ahead of the African Heads of State
Energy Summit in Dar es Salaam.

“Work is ongoing in 17 remaining
villages, with contractors continu-
ing with the construction of infra-
structure, and the villages are ex-
pected to be completed by the end
of this month,” he said.

He added that Mainland Tanza-
nia has a total of 64,359 hamlets,

of which 33,657, or 52.3 per cent,
have been connected to electricity.
The remaining 30,702 hamlets are
scheduled to receive electricity as
part of a five-year plan.

Furthermore, the government
through REA has successfully im-
proved the lives of rural residents
by creating investment opportuni-
ties using electricity services.

Tanzania is set to host the Afri-
can Heads of State Energy Summit,
scheduled for January 2728, 2025,
which will be attended by not less
than 1,500 people from various
countries.

Among the participants will be
African heads of state, energy and
finance ministers, ambassadors, in-
ternational institutions, companies
investing in the energy sector, and
researchers.

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi receives explanation about construction of investment project bei

3

ng implemented at Bwejuu area from

the project manager, Bahaaedin Abdelmonem, during the groundbreaking ceremony yesterday. The event was part of the celebrations of the 61st
anniversary of the Zanzibar Revolution.

Emergency communication
plan to ease disaster relief

FROM PAGE 1

the recent collapse of a commercial
building in Dar es Salaam and flood-
ing in Rufiji, Coast Region and the
landslide in Hanang, Manyara Re-
gion.

The plan identifies capabilities
needed by emergency respond-
ers to ensure that communication
services are available and interop-
erable before, during and after an
emergency arises, he stated

“TCRA will be flexible and expe-
dite the issuance of licences for cru-
cial emergency mitigation services.
These include temporary licences
for scarce frequency spectrum,
numbering resources, electronic
equipment type approval, installa-
tion and maintenance,” he elabo-
rated.

The main goal is to restore all tele-
communications infrastructure and
services affected by disasters within
24 hours, he said, urging that stake-
holders conduct training and carry
out drills on incident responses.

This will also enable them to
identify opportunities to improve
their capabilities to respond to such
events, he said, pointing out that
stakeholders are also required to
identify, analyse and mitigate risks
to emergency communications.

Risk management includes iden-

tifying critical ICT infrastructure
and equipment that is exposed to
natural, technological or opera-
tional disasters, he said, noting that
NETP takes up emergency commu-
nications needs of all stakeholders.

These include government agen-
cies, the private sector and non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs), he
said, listing operability, interoper-
ability and continuity as primary
elements of emergency communi-
cations.

This requires that service pro-

viders provide timely information
when disasters strike, he empha-
sised, asserting that the parties
should also review, revise and up-
date their disaster processes when-
ever they change their network to-
pologies.

TCRA would review the NETP
schedule every three years in re-
sponse to local and global techno-
logical changes, while considering
the outputs of simulations and
disaster response experiences, he
added.
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Industry and Trade Minister Dr. Seleman Jafo (2nd L), listens to APRM Tanzania Public Relations and Communications Manager Badria Atai Masoud during
his visit to their booth at the opening of the 11th International Trade Exhibition at Dimani in Unguja yesterday as part of the 61st anniversary of the

Zanzibar Revolution.

Mozambique opposition leader
says to return home from exile

Majaliwa wants speed, value for

MAPUTO

MOZAMBIQUE’s

opposition  leader

money in execution of projects

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has urged
managers overseeing government projects to
ensure the same are completed as per agreed
timeline and standards that reflect value for

money.

He made the call yesterday during the open-
ing of Makoba Secondary School in North Un-
guja, Zanzibar, as part of the 61st anniversary
celebrations of the Zanzibar Revolution.

Majaliwa highlighted the government’s on-
going financial support for education sector,
leading to significant improvements in access
to education and the construction of vital in-

frastructure.

He credited Zanzibar President Dr. Hussein
Ali Mwinyi for playing a key role in advancing
education sector since the Zanzibar Revolu-

tion. “Under President Dr. Mwinyi’s leader-
ship, we continue to see progress in expand-
ing access to education across the country,”
he said.

The PM also commended ongoing educa-
tional reforms, including the introduction of
a new curriculum focused on skills develop-
ment and practical learning to keep up with
advances in science and technology.

Education and Vocations Training Minis-
ter Lela Mohamed Mussa reiterated Presi-
dent Mwinyi’s commitment to the vision of
the Revolution’s founders, noting substantial
improvements in education infrastructure,
including the construction of 2,893 primary
school classrooms and 1,917 secondary school
classrooms. Construction of Makoba Second-
ary School at the cost 6.1bn/- is fully funded by
the government of Zanzibar.

Venancio Mondlane, who has been calling
for protests for weeks from exile, has said
he will return to the country on Thursday.

Mondlane said he would arrive ahead
of the swearing-in of a new president next
week.

Daniel Chapo of the ruling Frelimo par-
ty is due to be sworn next Wednesday after
a court confirmed his election victory.

But Mondlane, the runner-up, rejected
the outcome, sparking violent protests
that have left dozens dead since October.

Mondlane left Mozambique the same
month saying he feared for his life, after
two of his aides were shot dead.

In a Facebook live address on Sunday, he
sent out a defiant message to the authori-
ties saying he “will be in Maputo. They
don’t need to chase me anymore”.

Children shot dead after joining pot-
banging protests in Mozambique

He said he would arrive at 08:05 local
time (06:05 GMT) on Thursday at the in-
ternational airport in Maputo, calling for
people to welcome him there.

“If they are killing my brothers... then 1
will be there. You can do what you want. If
you want to murder, murder. If you want to
arrest, arrest too. I will be there,” he said.

Mondlane maintains that he won the
election and has called for more protests
until there is “electoral truth”.

His supporters have frequently staged
violent protests across the country to de-
mand an end to the 49-year-rule of the
Frelimo party.

He has previously said he would install
himself as president on 15 January - on the
presidential inauguration day - despite the
court upholding his rival’s victory.

The electoral commission initially de-
clared Chapo the winner of the election
with 71 percent of the vote, compared to
Mondlane’s 20 percent.

The final official results from the consti-
tutional court two weeks ago gave Chapo
65 percent and Mondlane 24 percent.

International election observers have
previously said that the vote was flawed,
pointing to doctored numbers and other
irregularities during the counting process.

Security forces have sought to end the
nationwide protests in a violent crack-
down that has tested the country’s stabil-
ity.

More than 270 people have been killed,
including protesters, children and mem-
bers of the security forces, according to
rights groups.
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Director of Laboratory Services at the Geological Survey of Tanzania (GST) Notka Banteze displays architectural work for construction of national
minerals laboratory to be erected in Dodoma City. Story on Pge 4.
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TARI starts planting fruit trees
for farmer education in Mbeya

By Correspondent Nebart Msokwa,
Mbeya

TANZANIA Agricultural Research
Institute (TARI) - Uyole in Mbeya
Region has launched an initiative
to plant fruit trees in various areas,
aimed at educating farmers about
sustainable farming practices.

The institute’s staff began the
project two days ago, planting an
initial batch of 500 avocado trees.
The initiative seeks to boost local
economy while also enhancing en-
vironmental conservation around
the institute.

Dr. Denis Tippe, TARI) - Uyole
Director, explained that the fruits
from the trees will be used to dem-

onstrate best practices for increas-
ing productivity to local farmers.

“We plan to expand this initiative,
continuing to plant fruit trees both
at the station and in other areas
across the Southern Highlands re-
gion,” he said.

He added: “Avocados are not
just fruit-bearing trees—they also
contribute to environmental pro-
tection, helping address climate
change. We encourage the public to
visit and learn from this project.”

Daud Mbongo, fruit researcher at

TART’s, said that the institute aims
to plant over 500,000 fruit trees
across the Southern Highlands.

The trees will serve as demonstra-
tion farms, allowing local communi-
ties to observe and learn sustain-
able farming methods.

Mbongo also highlighted the in-
stitute’s collaboration with various
agricultural stakeholders, including
researchers and fruit seedling pro-
ducers, to ensure the success of the
project.

“The selection of fruit trees is

based on the climate conditions of
each region and the types of fruits
that thrive in those environments,”
Mbongo said adding: “We also en-
sure that soil health is tested before
planting, and we work closely with
stakeholders to prepare and plant
the trees.”

Several fruit researchers and en-
vironmental experts involved in
the project emphasized that, with
proper care, the trees could play a
crucial role in restoring degraded
environments.

1,000 rice farmers benefit from
sustainable agriculture training

By Correspondent Christina Haule, Morogoro

OVER 1,000 rice farmers across
Tanzania have been trained on
sustainable production and use of
modern agricultural tools through
a capacity-building project aimed at
improving rice value chain.

The project, launched in 2020 and
completed in December 2024, had a
budget of $300,000 (790m/-).

Diomedes Kalisa, Project Coordi-
nator at the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations
(FAO-Tanzania), said yesterday that
the initiative was implemented in col-
laboration with the Tanzanian gov-
ernment through the Tanzania Ag-
ricultural Research Institute (TARI),
with funding from the Government
of South Korea.

Kalisa highlighted that the project
was executed in three countries: Tan-
zania, Ivory Coast and the Philippines
and provided advanced agricultural
tools to rice farmers. The tools, sta-
tioned at the TARI-Dakawa Research
Centre include land preparation ma-
chinery, harvesting equipment and
threshers. With a total value exceed-
ing $100,000 (230my/-), these tools
were acquired to address challenges
faced by farmers in accessing essen-
tial equipment.

“Rice is a priority crop for Tanza-
nia, both for food security and as a
key economic driver. Neighboring
countries depend on Tanzania for
rice supplies, making it vital to in-
crease production for both domes-
tic consumption and export,” Kalisa
stated.

Deusdedit Mbazibwa, TARI official,
emphasised the importance of rice
in Tanzania’s strategic frameworks,
including the Agricultural Sector
Development Plan (SDPII), the Agri-
culture Plan 2050, and the National
Vision 2025 and 2050. He noted that
collaborations with stakeholders like
FAO are critical in achieving food self-
sufficiency, with Tanzania currently
attaining 128 per cent food security.

TARI-Ifakara Project Coordina-
tor Kulwa Furahisha reported the
establishment of 10 demonstration

farms to train farmers who were not
directly involved in the programme.
The project reached 12 farmer groups
from various districts, including Ifa-
kara, Ulanga, Malinyi, Mvomero, Ir-
inga, Dakawa and Mbarali.

Furahisha acknowledged the com-
plexity of rice marketing, stressing
the need for continued discussions
with stakeholders and policymakers
to address price fluctuations, particu-
larly during periods of surplus pro-
duction.

Monica Abineo, a farmer from Kil-
ombero, expressed her gratitude for
the training, which included a study
tour to South Korea.

“The training covered techniques
like soil testing before planting. My
production has increased from seven
bags to 35 bags per acre. It has en-
sured food security for my family and
allowed me to afford my children’s
education,” she said.

Abineo also noted that the training
boosted her confidence in adopting
advanced rice farming techniques
and encouraging others to increase
rice consumption, as it remains rela-
tively low in Tanzania.

Nasibu Omari, Wami Dakawa irri-
gation scheme farmer called on the
government to improve the distribu-
tion of agricultural tools to ensure
better access for farmers. He credited
nursery bed training for helping him
increase his yield from 15 bags to 35
bags per acre, resulting in significant
profits.

Omari urged fellow farmers to
embrace modern farming practices
and abandon traditional methods
to adapt to climate change and ad-
vanced technologies. “Manual plant-
ing takes weeks, and broadcasting
causes weed problems. Advanced
tools improve harvests and allow for
timely planting, irrigation scheduling,
and proper harvesting,. I also recom-
mend using certified seeds rather
than household seeds,” he advised.

The initiative has demonstrated the
transformative power of modern ag-
ricultural techniques in boosting pro-
ductivity and ensuring sustainable
rice farming for Tanzanian farmers.
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Embassy of Sweden

Dares Salaam

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
PROPERTY MANAGER

The Embassy is responsible for representing and promoting Swedish interests in Tanzania and has
approximately 40 employees. The overall tasks of the Embassy include supporting business and trade,
development cooperation as well as consular and visa services.

We would like to invite applications from suitably qualified candidates for the position of Property Manager.
The job holder will report to the Head of Chancery.

o Oversee the daily operations of the embassy's properties, ensuring all facilities are functioning optimally.
¢ Coordinate with the Embassy and Swedish National Property Board for maintenance, repairs, and

¢ Manage property budgets, expense tracking, and financial reporting.
o Ensure compliance with local laws and regulations pertaining to property management and

o Serve as the primary point of contact for tenants, addressing concerns and facilitating a positive
living and working environment.

¢ Implement and maintain security protocols to safeguard the properties and their occupants.

e Conduct regular inspections and audits to uphold property standards and embassy expectations.

o Liaise with service providers to maintain supply of services.

o Other tasks decided by the Head of Chancery.

Qualifications, Skills and Experience:

A minimum of 5 years’ experience in property management, preferably within a diplomatic context.
Must have advanced mechanical skills and knowledge of plumbing, electricity and other building systems.
Degree in engineering or equivalent merits.
Strong organizational and leadership skills, with the ability to manage multiple tasks simultaneously.
Excellent communication and interpersonal skills, with excellent proficiency in both English and

e Must be able to drive and possess a license class C.
¢ The candidate must be able to demonstrate great time management, organization and prioritization

o A commitment to providing exceptional service and upholding the embassy's reputation.

The Embassy of Sweden in Dar es Salaam offers a competitive salary package, comprehensive benefits,
and the opportunity to work in a dynamic and culturally diverse environment.

If you are interested in this exciting career opportunity, send your current CV (max. 5 pages) and one page cover letter
merged into one file to Prospect Africa. Write “Property Manager” in the e-mail subject line. Do not send copies of
certificates, letters of recommendation etc. Applications should not be sent directly to the Embassy.

Closing date for receipt of applications: 21st January 2025
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted for interview. If you do not hear from us
within 4 weeks of the closing date, please, assume your application was unsuccessful.

Send your application to recruitment@prospect-africa.net

218307601

Prospect Africa
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Tanzania e

PROM

PROVISION OF INFORMATION FOR SUPPLY OF SERVICES TO M&P
EXPLORATION PRODUCTION TANZANIA LIMITED

(Ref. No. MP/06012025/TM/001)

M&P Exploration Production Tanzania Ltd. (MPEP), an
upstream producer of natural gas from the Mnazi Bay gas
field in Mtwara region hereby invites potential suppliers to
express their interest and provide information for the
supply of the following services:

Provision of well intervention Services through Slickline

equipment to ensure trouble-free operations.

Provision of additional equipment, materials, and services
as requested by MPEP.

Provision of daily reports, including:

Detailed chronology of operations.

Composition and full measurements of wireline tool
strings used.

Time breakdown.

The work shall include but shall not be limited to:
+ Bottom-hole memory pressure & temperature surveys with

Safety issues and near-miss reports (if applicable).
Detailed analysis of tools pulled out of the hole.

electronic quartz gauges and downhole shut-in tools,
including MPLT where applicable.

Gas-lift valve installations and replacements.

Tubing drifting, top sediment checks, and bailer runs for
sediment samples.

Well plugging and unplugging operations.

Setting and retrieving back pressure valves (Cameron Type
Hand wireline deployed - AVA).

Sleeve opening/closing for zone changes, well killing, and
related operations.

Flow control interventions.

Running, setting, and retrieving downhole safety valves.
Fishing operations for Slickline tools or other downhole
equipment.

Memory Production Logging deployment using Slickline.
Investigating tubing leaks.

Completion assistance for tubing testing, control line
installation, and related tasks.

Well stimulation assistance.

Investigations of well anomalies.

Tubular punching (mechanical or chemical) and tubular
cutting operations.

Conducting caliper runs.

Retrievable downhole safety valve installations and
replacements.

Pressure testing of facilities and equipment up to 10,000 psi.

Redressing standing valves and plugs (Ava, Baker, Camco,
Halliburton, Weatherford, Cameron, Vetco, Schlumberger,
Petroline).

Slickline-conveyed memory Radial Cutting Torch and
Perforating Torch services.

Other standard Slickline/wireline operations during well
completions, clean-up, testing, and on producing/injecting
wells.

Certification, pressure, and function testing of equipment
asrequired.

Maintenance, repair, and proper use of the contractor's

Records of all measured parameters.

Inventory of tools at the worksite.

Post-analysis of equipment failures or service
non-compliance.

Maintenance and repair actions performed, along with
spare parts consumption.
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. This call for Request for Information (RFI) marks an open,

transparent, and objective tender process. The detailed
scope of work will be issued to qualified bidders upon
demand.

Potential suppliers must submit information to demon-
strate their capability and competency. This must include
but is not limited to the following:

a) Proof of experience preferably in the oil and gas
industry and technical capability in providing well
intervention services through Slickline.

b) Proof of financial capability, including the latest audited
financial statements for the past three years and the
current annual return.

c) Evidence of the ability to collaborate with local
expertise in compliance with Local Content Regula-
tions, 2017.

d) Proof of registration with local authorities in Tanzania
or the country of origin, including:

Certificate of registration with BRELA.

Tax Authority certificates for TINand VAT.

Valid business license.

Proof of registration with ERB (if applicable).

Regulatory licences and permits (if applicable).

Tax clearance certificates.

2 < 2L =2 < <

. All correspondence regarding this inquiry shall be

made in writing and communicated by e-mail to
procurement@tanzaniamp.co.tz not later than
26" January, 2025.
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Plan empowers 294,661 women
to curb gender-based violence

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

AT LEAST 294,661 women and
young people have been empow-
ered through ‘Mwanamke Imara’
project to curb gender-based vio-
lence, strengthening their participa-
tion in leadership and governance
as well as increasing their access to
justice.

The three-year project which is
funded by the USAID aims at ad-
dressing violence and structural
discrimination against women and
young people in Mbeya, Njombe
and Kilimanjaro regions.

The project, which was set to end
in December last year, was imple-
mented by a consortium of Tanza-
nia Women Lawyers Association
(TAWLA), Women in Law and Devel-
opment in Africa WiLDAF, Tanza-
nia Network of Legal Aid Providers
- TANLAP and Kilimanjaro Women
Information Exchange Community
- KWIECO.

Speaking during a review meet-
ing, the project manager, Mary Rich-
ard, said through a number of inter-
ventions they managed to empower
women and young people to over-
come stumbling blocks in social,
economic, political development as
well as cultural life.

She mentioned a number of fac-
tors that contributed to violence
against women and girls in the
country including ineffective sys-
tems of accessing justice, limited
access to resources and economic
instability at the family level.

Other factors were out - dated
social norms, non-involvement of
women and young people in deci-
sion-making processes, and low lev-
els of awareness among women and
young people on their rights and
how to counter violence.

TAWLA’s executive director Tike
Mwambipile, who is a leader of the
‘Mwanamke Imara’ project, said
they have increased women and
girls’ access to justice on issues
based on inheritance, land and

property rights, as well as on gen-
der-based violence.

Moreover, she said, women
and young people’s participation
in leadership, decision-making
structures and governance also in-
creased.

The project has strengthened
women and youth economic groups
with enhanced access to informa-
tion and control over resources by
financing the women groups to un-
dertake economic projects.

USAID project management spe-
cialist, Adam Lingson said they in-
jected $4millionin the project for
active participation of women and
youths in roundtable discussion as
well as to increase women’s access
to resources, education, informa-
tion and decision making.

Opening the review meeting,
Director of Gender Department
in the Ministry of Community De-
velopment, Gender, Women and
Special groups, Badru Rwegarulira
expressed government’s commit-
ment to addressing gender based
violence and other challenges fac-
ing women and youths.

The project
has strength-
ened women
and youth
economic
groups with
enhanced ac-
cess to infor-
mation and
control over
resources by
financing the
women groups
to undertake
economic pro-
jects

GST ready to construct modern
mineral laboratory in Dodoma

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE Geological Survey of Tan-
zania (GST) is set to construct of a
state-of-the -art national mineral
laboratory in Dodoma City.

The envisaged project which is
set to commence next month at Ki-
zota area is part of three major labo-
ratory facilities that GST plans to
construct in the current fiscal year.

The other two laboratories will
be installed in Geita, and Mbeya re-
gions.

In an exclusive interview here
yesterday, the Director of Labora-
tory Services at GST Notka Banteze
said GST decided to erect the facil-
ity in Dodoma to serve as the na-
tional referral laboratory for receiv-
ing mineral samples from across the
country.

He stated that apart from office
rooms and conference halls, the
envisaged two - storey lab will com-
prise two major sections, including
chemical and petrology, mineralogy
and mineral processing.

“The major facility will also in-
clude a number of mini-labs, in-
cluding mineral processing lab,
geotechnical lab, geochemical lab,
petrology and environmental lab in
order to roll out wide services to the
mining stakeholders in the coun-
try,” he said.

Apart from serving local mineral
stakeholders, he noted that the fa-
cility will be constructed in high
standards to cater for mining stake-
holders from different countries in
Africa.

“Tanzania through GST has been
accredited by Southern African
Development Community Accredi-
tation Service (SADCAS) as the reli-
able source for mineral sampling,
the status which has been attract-
ing a number of stakeholders from
different countries to bring in their
mineral for sampling,” he said.

Banteze informed that as of De-
cember last year, GST had received
mineral samples from Uganda, Ken-
ya and Sudan.

“Last year we received an offi-
cial request from the Uganda-based
geological survey entity, seeking to
establish formal cooperation with

GST, this is due to our excellence in
the sector,”

“We’re also moving to expand
availability of services in all zones
by constructing laboratories and
offices in Tanga (Muheza), Lindi
(Ruangwa) and Mpanda in Katavi,”
he said.

He said the other labs to be erect-
ed in Mbeya and Geita regions will
be installed with the latest high-tech
facilities in order to give a opportu-
nity to the small and medium and
artisanal miners to professionally
test their mineral samples.

The Geological Survey of Tan-
zania is the government agency
responsible for acquisition and
storage of geoscientific data and
information used in mineral re-
sources and other sectors of the
economy.

GST is active in promoting min-
eral exploration and mining in Tan-
zania. Its core activities range from
geological mapping, mineral explo-
ration, evaluation and processing,
and research work on geological
processes and mineral systems and
geo-hazards.

GST’s vision is to evolve as a cen-
tre of excellence providing national
geo -scientific data and informa-
tion for use in the evaluation and
sustainable utilization of natural
resources.

We’'re also
moving to
expand avail-
ability of
services in

all zones by
constructing
laborato-
ries and of-
fices in Tanga
(Muheza), Lin-
di (Ruangwa)
and Mpanda
in Katavi
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Driver killed after head-on collision

By Correspondent Thobias Mwa-
nakatwe, Singida

CATHIBERT Likaliko (58), a resi-
dent of Coast Region, has died in-
stantly when the vehicle he was
driving collided head-on with a bus
belonging to Frester company in
Singida.

The accident occurred on Satur-
day around 5pm at the intersection
of Singida-Mwanza highway, near

the Sabasasaba area.

Singida Regional Police Com-
mander Amon Kakwale confirmed
the incident yesterday, saying that
Likaliko was driving Toyota Can-
ter, transporting goods for export,
when it collided with a bus operat-
ing between Moshi in Kilimanjaro
Region and Geita.

Kakwale added that according
to ongoing investigation  Likaliko
was transporting vehicles to foreign
countries, well known as IT busi-

and Investment) Prof. Kitila Mkumb:
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ness.

Asha Kanpuni, Lead Nurse at
Singida Regional Referral hospi-
tal, confirmed that the hospital's
emergency department responded
immediately to the scene and re-
trieved the body.

She also mentioned that there
were no other reported injuries
from either the bus or the other ve-
hicle involved in the crash. Doctors
later confirmed that Likaliko died
from severe head injuries.

0 (R) exchanges greetings with one of investors in Manyara

Motorcycle riders in the Sabasa-
saba area raised concerns over the
area, saying it has become a blacks-
pot for accidents due to drivers
disregarding traffic regulations and
road signs.

Elia Timothy, a local rider, ex-
plained that drivers often ignore
traffic lights, leading to frequent
accidents. The riders called for con-
tinuous police presence at the area
to monitor reckless driving and pre-
vent further accidents.
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Headmaster of Mufumbu Secondary School i

after visiting construction of classrooms and dormitories for Form Five pupils at the school yesterday.

DC warns parents, guardians who
marry off school pupils in Kahama

By Guardian Correspondent, Kahama

AUTHORITIES in Kahama Dis-
trict, Shinyanga Region have issued
a stern warning to parents and
guardians who marry off schoo pu-
pils, particularly those eligible for
secondary school.

Legal action will also be taken
against individuals hiding children
with disabilities of school-going
age, thereby denying them their
right to education.

Kahama District Commissioner
Mboni Mhita emphasised the gov-
ernment’s zero-tolerance stance
during an interview at her office
yesterday.

She reaffirmed the administra-
tion’s commitment to ensuring
that all students who passed their
primary school exams in Msalala,
Ushetu, and Kahama municipali-
ties attend secondary schools.

Mhita announced the launch

of a special operation aimed at
identifying and addressing barri-
ers preventing students from who
are supposed to join secondary
schools.

“Any parent or guardian who
marries off children will face le-
gal measures. The government has
already created a conducive learn-
ing environment to support such
students,” she said.

While major progress has been
made in Ushetu District Council
to combat such practices like child
marriage and academic sabotage,
Mhita noted that the issues remain
prevalent in Msalala District Coun-
cil and Kahama Municipal Coun-
cil, largely due to the influence of

small-scale mining activities.

“In Ngogwa and Zongomela
wards in Kahama Municipality, we
prevented several attempts to mar-
ry off young girls. These attempts
were stopped through our ongo-
ing operation. Let me make it clear:
parents and guardians obstructing
their children’s education will face
imprisonment,” Mhita said.

Regarding preschool and grade
one enrollment, Mhita confirmed
that the process is underway and
urged parents to ensure children
with disabilities are not denied ac-
cess to education.

“The government has estab-
lished schools with boarding facili-
ties for children with disabilities
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n Singida District Amani Songaraeli explains something to Singida Urban MP Mussa Sima (in black suit)

to ensure inclusivity and support
their educational aspirations,” she
said.

Richard Godfrey, a resident
of Segese Ward, highlighted the
challenge posed by mining areas,
where some students cohabit,
leading to early pregnancy.

He called on the government to
intensify efforts to curb such be-
haviours.

Hotesea Method of Nyihogo
Ward, linked child marriage to pov-
erty, noting that some parents mar-
ry off their children in exchange
for wealth, such as livestock.

He urged for stricter enforce-
ment of the law to deter such
harmful practices.
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TIC urged to enable
local investors grow

By Guardian Correspondent, Babati

MINISTER of State in the
President’s Office for Planning
and Investment, Prof Kitila
Mkumbo, has challenged Tanzania
Investment Centre (TIC) to help
local investors grow.

He also instructed the Tanzania
Bureau of Standards (TBS) and
the Fair Competition Commission
(FCC) to take decisive action against
counterfeit products, which harm
local businesses.

Mkumbo threw the challenge
here yesterday following his visit
to a company owned by a local
investor.

“TIC should give special attention
to local investors, ensuring their
needs are met and that they are
adequately supported in growing
their businesses,” Mkumbo said.

The minister noted that local
investors’ operations benefit from
reliable power supplied by the
Julius Nyerere Hydropower Project
(JNHPP) and water services from
the Babati Urban Water Supply and
Sanitation Authority (BAWASA).

Addressing  the  issue  of
counterfeit goods-raised by one
of the local investors- the minister
emphasized that the government
takes the matter very seriously.

He called on TBSand FCCto clamp
down on counterfeit products,
stressing that their prevalence
undermines the economy and
hinders tax collection.

The minister also commended
investors for innovative approach
in improving business systems

and stressed the importance
of providing job opportunities,
particularly for young people, in
line with the government’s broader
economic goals.

In response to Mulokozi’s
concerns regarding changes in
tax laws, Mkumbo assured the
businessman that a regulatory
body will be established to handle
investment-related issues.

He further stated that
amendments to the tax laws will
begin in February.

The minister
noted that
local investors’
operations
benefit from
reliable power
supplied by the
Julius Nyerere
Hydropower
Project
(JNHPP) and
water services
from the
Babati Urban
Water Supply
and Sanitation
Authority
(BAWASA)

Agriculture stakeholders urged to
prioritise gender equality in skills

By Guardian Correspondent,
Morogoro

AGRICULTURE stakeholders in
the country have been urged to pri-
oritize gender equality when pro-
viding various trainings to ensure
that women are fully engaged and
educated in agricultural practices,
given their significant presence in
food production.

Morogoro Regional Administra-
tive Secretary, Dr. Musa Ally Musa,
made the call yesterday during the
opening of a training for rice farm-
ers from Iringa District in Iringa Re-
gion as well as Ulanga and Malinyi in
Morogoro.

The training which aimed at en-
hancing their capacity to use mod-
ern technologies in rice farming
and focused on the value chain was
funded by FAO with support from
Republic of Korea.

Dr. Musa emphasised the impor-
tance of delivering gender-sensitive
trainings, noting that half of Tan-
zania’s population is female, and
women are often the ones working
the land more than men but are less
represented in training sessions.

Additionally, Dr. Musa askedTan-
zania Agricultural Research Insti-
tute (TARI), in collaboration with
FAO-Tanzania, to ensure that in ad-
dition to providing education on
the use of better rice farming tools
to improve production, they also
oversee securing of reliable markets
for these crops.

He pointed out that many farm-
ers’ primary concern is the lack of
access to markets. When they are
provided with agricultural knowl-
edge, they should also be taught
about market access, which will
help boost production while ensur-
ing guaranteed markets.

“If market access is not clearly ad-
dressed, showing the paths to reach
markets, efforts in rice production
could decline. Many farmers will
lack markets and be left with ex-
cess rice, potentially undermining
the Ministry’s efforts to ensure rice
farming growth in the country,” he
stated.

Earlier, Dr. Sophia Kashenge,
Director of Technology Transfer
and Relations at TARI, encouraged
youth to recognize that agriculture
is a growing sector,ading that the
current growth rate of 4.2 percent is
still small. She emphasized that ag-
riculture should grow by 10 per cent
by 2030 to contribute to increased
production and food security.

She noted that Tanzania’s popula-
tion continues to grow rapidly, and if
not managed properly, this increase
could outpace food production, po-
tentially leading to conflict, as those
with hunger cannot tolerate it.

She explained that Tanzania’s
population is growing at a rate of
3.2 per cent, a significant increase
compared to Africa’s 2.0 per cent
and the world’s 1.0 per cent, which
shows that Tanzania has a high fer-
tility rate. All strategies must focus
on promoting agriculture to ensure
food security.

However, Dr. Kashenge affirmed
that food production in Tanzania is
in good shape, with food needs at 16
million tons and production at 20
million tons, resulting in a surplus
of 4 million tons.

Speaking on behalf of FAO, Dr.
Diomedes Kalisa said the goal of the
training was to ensure Tanzanian
farmers are competitive in produc-
tion. He noted that Tanzania cur-
rently ranks first in East Africa and
third in Africa, after Nigeria, for rice
production.

He added that the training also
aimed to explore policy matters be-
tween countries and how the same
could enhance rice farming along-
side learning from enabling policies
from countries like the Philippines
and Republic of Korea to increase
production and develop rice value
chain.

If market access
is not clearly
addressed,
showing the
paths to reach
markets,
efforts inrice
production
could decline.
Many farmers
will lack markets
and be left with
excess rice,
potentially
undermining
the Ministry’s
efforts to
ensure rice
farming growth
in the country
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Journalists attend a workshop for preparation of the African Heads of State Energy Summit scheduled to take place in the country later this month.

Zanzibar First VP stresses
access to education for all

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR First Vice President
Othman Masoud Othman has said
that infrastructure development is
a clear indication that schools being
built aim to expand educational
opportunities and ensure no young
person in Zanzibar misses the right
to education.

Othman made the statement at
Maungani in Magharib B District
of Unguja after laying foundation
stone for construction of Maungani

Secondary School.
The initiative is part of
celebrations marking the 6lst

anniversary of Zanzibar Revolution
as the government addresses the
shortage of classrooms in various
parts of Zanzibar.

He emphasised

that the

initiative not only provides a solid
foundation for Zanzibar’s youth in
gaining education but also prepares
them to contribute to the region’s
development.

Othman added that this
development will enable young
people to better compete in the
current global changes, and that
building schools like Maungani is
part of the government’s efforts to
address educational challenges and
promote Zanzibar’s progress.

He also pointed out that Zanzibar
has seen a significant increase in

population, with the 2022 census
indicating a 3.7 percent annual
population growth. This has led to
a greater demand for educational
opportunities, particularly for
classroom space.

The construction of schools
like Maungani reflects the
government’s recognition of the
growing population and the need
for additional classrooms, seen as a
solution to the classroom shortage.

Minister for Education and
Vocational Training, Leila
Mohammed Mussa, explained

that the construction is part of the
government’s broader educational
reform effort, emphasizing that
investing in education is critical for
any nation’s development.

The  ministry’s  Permanent
Secretary, Khamis Abdalla Said,
shared technical details about
the school's design, stating
that Maungani  School  will
accommodate 1,710 students at a
time, with an average of 45 students
per classroom, and will help
improve the country’s education
standards.
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Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute Director (Uyole Centre in Mbeya) Dr. Denis Tippe plants an avocado se

during the launch of planting of 500 avocado seedlings for the purpose of educating the public.

Investment in quality infrastructure
crucial for economic growth - govt

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR Minister for Tourism
and Antiquities, Mudrki Ramadhan
Soraga, has said quality road
infrastructure is one of the key
economic growth for residents and
the nation at large.

He made the remarks during the
inauguration of Bubwini Mafufu-
Kiongwe road in the North Unguja
Region.

Soraga explained that robust
infrastructure has greatly benefited
many citizens, particularly those
living near roads, providing them
with business opportunities that
enhance their income.

He emphasised that Zanzibar’s
global popularity for tourism

underscores the importance of
modern, quality roads for the
sector’s growth.

The minister explained that
Zanzibar government has made
a deliberate decision to develop
sustainable road infrastructure to
improve the economy of its people
and increase the number of tourists
visiting the islands.

He added that citizens must
understand that development is not
tied to political rivalry but benefits
everyone.

Soraga stressed that for Zanzibar’s
development vision to succeed,
citizens must unite and collaborate
with their government.

“Realistically, we must say that the
government has decided to bring
development to all, but this cannot
be achieved unless citizens work
together with the government,” he
said.

He also stated that building good
roads is a significant opportunity
and a matter of national pride,
saying that citizens must take

responsibility for maintaining the
roads to ensure their longevity.

Dr. Habiba Hassan Omar,
Permanent Secretary in the Ministry
of Construction, Communications,
and Transport, explained that the
4.3-kilometer road project cost
$2,485,353.65 and has now been
completed.

She noted that the government
is committed to building both
main and internal roads to ease
transportation for people in both
Unguja and Pemba.
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JKI to examine heart health
of busy employees at work

By Correspondent Joseph

Mwendapole

THE Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac
Institute (JKCI) has introduced a
programme of examining heart
health of its employees when at
work.

This was said in Dar es Salam
yesterday by Marketing Manager of
JKCI Irene Mbonde when speaking
about the new service.

She said they decided to introduce
the service after finding out that
some employees are unable to go
for their own heart health check-up
due to busy schedule of their daily
responsibilities.

“We have found out that many
people exercise without knowing
their health and some get stressed
while at work; others fall and get
various problems like stroke. That’s
why we started this programme,”
she said. “Many people do not come
for tests because they have many
responsibilities. So, if we follow
them, we will make it easier for
them to test their heart health while
they continue with their work so

that those who are found to have
problems can start treatment early
before the condition advances,” she
said.

She said that the programme will
help reduce the cost of treatment
because of early detection of heart
conditions hence early treatment at
alow cost.

The service will be rolled out
to companies, public and private
institutions that need the same for
their employees.

At the same time, JKCI has invited
health professionals in the country
to attend international conference
on heart diseases expected to be
held this week.

JKCI statement said yesterday
that at the meeting, various topics,
including treatment of heart failure
using modern cath lab equipment
and how to avoid such diseases will
be presented.

It said other topics to be covered
are cardiac diseases in children,
critical care after cardiac surgery,
advanced cardiac screening, major
cardiovascular surgery and artificial
intelligence technology in cardiac
surgery.

EWURA for adoption of clean energy
to tackle deforestation in rural areas

By Correspondent Shaban Njia,
Kahama
WESTERN Zone Manager

for Energy and Water Utilities
Regulatory Authority (EWURA),
Walter Christopher, has expressed
concern over the continued high
use of unclean energy in rural areas
compared to urban centres. He
urged citizens to lead the way in
adopting clean energy solutions.

Christopher made the remarks
recently in Kahama District,
Shinyanga Region, while opening a
training session for stakeholders in
clean energy. He emphasized that
everyone has a responsibility to
promote the use of clean energy to
curb indiscriminate tree cutting.

He explained that deforestation
contributes to climate change,
increased  temperatures  and
the emission of harmful gases.
He called for comprehensive
awareness campaigns to reach rural
communities effectively.

Christopher noted that the
current national agenda focuses
on transitioning from  dirty
to clean energy, emphasizing
that stakeholders should seize

opportunities to deliver clean
energy solutions in rural areas. The
effort would help the government
implement its clean energy plans.

He highlighted that while some
members of parliament have
distributed free gas stoves and
cylinders to residents, many users
revert to dirty energy when the gas
runs out due to a lack of knowledge
about where to refill their cylinders.
He stressed the need to educate
communities about clean energy
use and provide information on
accessible refill points.

One of the stakeholders Deus
Masasi called on the government to
improve rural road infrastructure
to facilitate delivery of clean energy
services, citing poor roads as a
major barrier.

He pledged to continue reaching
rural communities and raising
awareness about the importance
of clean energy to support
government’s efforts in combating
unclean energy use.

Another stakeholder, Mwajuma
Abdallah, appealed to clean energy
stakeholders to establish refill
stations in rural areas to alleviate
the challenges residents face when
refilling their gas cylinders.

Hire local youth in construction
projects, TANROADS advised

By Guardian Correspondent, Same

MINISTER for Works,
Abdallah Ulega, has called on
the Tanzania National Roads
Agency (TANROADS) to facilitate
engagement of local youth in
various ongoing road construction
projects across the country.

He emphasised that this
would  provide employment
opportunities, enhance skills, and
boost the economy for Tanzanians.

Speaking to residents at Ndungu
Ward in Same District, Kilimanjaro
Region at the weekend during
a ceremony to hand over of the
Ndungu-Mkomazi 36km tarmac
road projecttothe contractor, China
Communication Construction
Company (CCCC), Minister Ulega
stated that the road’s construction
will resolve longstanding
transportation challenges and
strengthen agriculture, tourism
and trade sectors.

“The government has allocated
59bn/- for this road project to
economically  uplift  citizens.
Increase the production of rice,
ginger and bananas and enhance
trade between Same and Tanga as
well as Coast and Dar es Salaam
regions,” minister Ulega said.

He further urged TANROADS to
supervise the project diligently
and ensure the road is constructed
around the clock to the intended
quality standards.

“President Samia Suluhu Hassan
sent me to Same to deliver this road
so you can produce ginger and rice

in abundance, as she knows you
are hardworking people,” Ulega
said.

He noted that economic activities
in Same and Korogwe districts in
Kilimanjaro and Tanga districts
respectively are expected to thrive
and called on regional and district
commissioners to encourage local
youth to seize opportunities arising
from the construction project.

Kilimanjaro Regional
Commissioner  Nurdin  Babu,
highlighted that the road, which
traverses densely populated areas,
would simplify lives and unlock
numerous economic opportunities
for the residents of Same District.

Anne Kilango Malecela, Member
of Parliament for Same East said
that residents are overwhelmed
with joy as the road’s construction
addresses one of their most
significant challenges.

She added: “72 per cent of
Tanzania’s ginger production
comes from Same. This road will
ease transportation and market
access for the residents.”

TANROADS Chief Executive,
Mohamed Besta explained that the
36km Ndungu-Mkomazi road is
part of the 100.5km Same-Kisiwani-
Mkomazi strategic road, which
connects Tanga and Kilimanjaro
regions.

Ofthis, 96.5km lies in Kilimanjaro,
and 4km in Tanga. Its completion
is expected to boost agriculture,
fishing, trade, and tourism sectors
in Mkomazi National Park and the
Pare Mountains.
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Members of the same family who face charges of possessing 41.49 grams of cannabis, Shabani Adam (head of fa

leave the Kisutu Resident Magistrate’s Court in Dar es Salaam yesterday after attending the hearing of the case.
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First phase of five-year livestock
vaccination to gobble up 28bn/-

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has allocated
28.1bn/- for the first phase of a
five-year livestock vaccination
programme set to begin this year.

To make it a success, authorities
in Pangani District, Tanga Region,
have launched an awareness
campaign aimed at educating

residents, especially livestock
keepers, on the significance of the
initiative.

The campaign, which
commenced at Langoni, Ubangaa
and Tungamaa villages, seeks
to emphasize the importance of
vaccination for both animals and
the broader livestock sector.

The initiative is collaboration
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between the Pangani District
Council, local livestock keepers
unions and experts, with a focus
on diseases such as Newcastle,
rinderpest and pneumonia. It will
target cattle, goats and chickens.
Speaking here yesterday, Dr.
Ashatu Kijaji, Minister for Livestock
and Fisheries, underscored
the programme’s potential to
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improve public health, facilitate
access to international markets,
and contribute to the national
economy.

The first phase, which includes
vaccination and livestock
identification, marks a crucial step
towards long-term success of the
initiative which is funded through
government grants.

Mtwara regional commissioner Col Patrick Sawala (R) hands over various items to children with special needs, including those from Upendo Rehabilita-
tion Centre located at Magomeni in the region on Saturday. The assistance was provided by various stakeholders in collaboration with Mtwara regional

government.

Ambulance drivers warned against
speeding without patients on board

By Guardian Correspondent, Shinyanga

AMBULANCE drivers in
Shinyanga Region have been
warned against speeding when not
transporting patients.

Shinyanga Regional
Administrative Secretary Salum
Hamduni, issued the warning
during a ceremony where four
ambulances, a vaccination vehicle
and 10 motorcycles were handed
over to the region’s district medical
officers.

Hamduni stated that many
emergency vehicle drivers have
been driving at high speed even
when no patients are aboard,
which he described as a violation
of traffic laws and regulations.

“These ambulances are for
emergency use; so, if there are

no patients or trips to pick up
patients, drivers must drive slowly
and follow all road safety rules,” he
said.

He emphasized that adhering
to the rules would help avoid
road accidents, protect other road
users and ensure that emergency
vehicles remain in good condition
to serve patients for longer.

Hamduni warned that drivers
deliberately damaging ambulances
by ignoring traffic laws would face
consequences.

The ambulances will be
distributed to Msalala, Ushetu,

Kishap, and Shinyanga councils
while the vaccination vehicle will
remain at the Regional Medical
Officer’s office.

Regarding the motorcycles,
one will be given to Kahama
Municipality, one to Shinyanga
Municipality and Msalala,
Shinyanga DC, Kishapu, and
Ushetu districts will get two each.
The motorcycles will be used for
vaccination outreach.

Hamduni also cautioned district
medical officers to ensure that the
motorcycles are used as intended
and not for other purposes.

Acting Regional Medical Officer
for Shinyanga, Faustine Mlyutu,
explained that the vehicles were
provided by the Ministry of
Health and the President’s Office
(Regional ~ Administration and
Local Government) and would
greatly improve healthcare service
delivery in the region.

Dr.  Nuru Yunge, District
Medical Officer for Shinyanga,
highlighted that the ambulance and
motorcycles would significantly
improve healthcare delivery, given
the high demand for ambulances in
the district.
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Govt bans meetings, food
vending to curb cholera
outbreak in Bunda

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

HEAVY rains in Mara Region have
led to a cholera outbreak at Me-
komariro Village, Bunda District,
prompting immediate government
action to contain its spread.

Salum Mtelela, Bunda District
Administrative Secretary and Chair-
man of District Health Committee
confirmed here yesterday that poor
sanitation and reliance on unsafe
water sources such as ponds are
the primary causes of the outbreak.
Many households lack proper toi-
lets, exacerbating the situation.

In an emergency meeting, the
committee resolved that local and
district leaders must ensure resi-
dents construct and use appropri-
ate toilets by January 10, 2025. Ad-
ditional measures include a ban
on non-essential gatherings at Me-
komariro Village and suspension of
food services at funerals, markets,
and food stalls starting January 4,
2025.

“The committee has also tasked
water authority with improving wa-
ter services in the area, inspecting
water sources and treating them as
needed,” Mtelela stated.

He emphasized the ongoing need
for public education on hygiene and
environmental cleanliness to pre-
vent further spread of the disease.

“Residents must maintain proper
hygiene in their surroundings and
food handling practices to safe-
guard their health,” Mtelela said.

Tanzania has been grappling with
a significant cholera outbreak since
September 2023, affecting 18 re-
gions. As of April 2024, over 2,500

cases and 46 deaths have been re-
ported, making it one of the coun-
try’s most severe outbreaks in dec-
ades.

Simiyu, Shinyanga and Mwanza
are among the hardest-hit regions.
While the Ministry of Health’s in-
terventions have led seven regions
to declare an end to the outbreak,
12 regions continue to face active
cases.

In April 2024, the United States,
through USAID, partnered with
Tanzania to combat the outbreak,
supporting efforts to control the
disease and mitigate its impact on
affected communities.

The World Health Organization
(WHO) has underscored the critical
role of community engagement in
controlling cholera. Public educa-
tion campaigns promoting hygiene,
access to clean water and improved
sanitation have proven essential in
saving lives.

Residents
must
maintain
proper
hygiene

in their
surroundings
and food
handling
practices to
safeguard
their health

M23 group takes over
key town in DR Congo

KIGALI

REBEL forces backed by Rwanda
have captured the town of Masisi
in the east of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, according to
various reports.

This is the second town seized by
M23 group in as many days in the
mineral-rich North Kivu province.

The group has taken control of
vast swathes of eastern DR Congo
since 2021, forcing hundreds of
thousands of people to flee their
homes.

Angola has been attempting to
mediate talks between President
Félix Tshisekedi and his Rwandan
counterpart, Paul Kagame. But
these broke down last month.

“Itis with dismay that we learn of
the capture of Masisi centre by the
M23,” Alexis Bahunga, a member
of North Kivu provincial assembly,
told the AFP news agency.

Hesaid this “plunges the territory
into a serious humanitarian crisis”
and urged the government to
strengthen the capacity of the
army in the region.

One resident told AFP that the
M23 had held a meeting of the
town’s inhabitants, saying they had
“come to liberate the country”.

The Congolese authorities have
not yet commented on the loss of
the town.

Masisi, which has a population
of about 40,000, is the capital of
the territory of the same name.

It is about 80km (50 miles)
north of the North Kivu provincial
capital Goma, which the M23

briefly occupied in 2012.

On Friday, the M23 captured the
nearby town of Katale.

Last year, there were fears that
the M23 would once again march
on Goma, a city of about two
million people.

However, there was then a lull
in fighting until early December
when fighting resumed.

In July, Rwanda did not deny
a UN report saying it had about
4,000 soldiers fighting alongside
the M23 in DR Congo.

It accused the Congolese
government of not doing enough
to tackle decades of conflict in
the east of the country. Rwanda
has previously said the authorities
in DR Congo were working with
some of those responsible for the
1994 Rwandan genocide against
ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus.

The M23, formed as an offshoot
of another rebel group, began
operating in 2012 ostensibly to
protect the Tutsi population in the
east of DR Congo which had long
complained of persecution and
discrimination.

However, Rwanda’s  critics
accuse it of using the M23 to loot
eastern DR Congo’s minerals such
as gold, cobalt and tantalum,
which are used to make mobile
phones and batteries for electric
cars.

Last month, DR Congo said it
was suing Apple over the use of
such “blood minerals”, prompting
the tech giant to say it had stopped
getting supplies from both
countries.

Senior assistant commissioner of Prisons Service (Agriculture, Livestock, and Environmental Conservation, Daimu Mmolosho (4th R), along with others,
stand ready for a tree planting exercise at Msalato Ward in Dodoma Region yesterday. A total of 1,500 trees were planted.

RC orders surveillance cameras
on buses to control child abuse

By Guardian Correspondent, Njombe

NJOMBE Regional Commissioner
Anthony Mtaka has directed pri-
vate primary schools in the region
to install surveillance cameras on
school buses to curb child abuse.

RC Mtaka issued the directive
over at weekend during a meeting
involving regional security commit-
tee, stakeholders and various gov-
ernment leaders held at Njombe
Municipal Council hall.

Mtaka noted that there have been
incidents of abuse on school buses,
which parents often discover only

after their children have been
harmed.

“These are the cases where you
are told that the first child is picked
up at 5am, and they are with the
driver and conductor. The last child
is returned home at 6pm and they
are also with the driver and con-
ductor. Some children have been
victims of serious buses on school
buses,” Mtaka said.

He emphasized that he does not
expect school owners to complain
about the costs of installing camer-
as as the measure will help ensure
safety of children.

“When a child complains, we
will check the footage captured by
the cameras. My instruction Re-
gionla Education Officer (Nelasi
Mulungu) is to write a letter to all
private schools in Njombe Region
with school bus services instruct-
ing them to install cameras to as-
sure parents that their children are
safe,” he said.

He added that with the advent
of technology, there is no excuse
not to use cameras to eliminate the
blame game between parents and
schools.

Additionally, Mtaka called on re-

ligious leaders to play a key role in
addressing the rise in abuse cases,
urging them to help change the
people’s mindset.

“We must raise our voices in
places of worship; Njombe commu-
nity must change. We have deviated
and as religious leaders you must
remind people of Njombe that mur-
der and gender-based violence are
not acceptable. Let us speak up and
make our voices heard,” he said.

He stated that to eliminate the
issues, the community must work
together and continuously educate
the public through the media.

Py e

A chicken vendor at Dondwe Chanika area in the outskirts of Dar es Salaam city carries chickens to the vending stall at the weekend.

China’s development good opportunity for Africa, says former Nigeria president

By Olatunji Saliu, Abuja

CHINA'S transformation over
recent decades is “a source of
inspiration and  opportunity
for Nigeria and Africa,” former
Nigerian  President  Olusegun
Obasanjo has said, emphasizing
the potential for strategic
collaboration to accelerate mutual
growth and development.

In a recent interview, Obasanjo
expressed  great  admiration
for China’s development while
reflecting on his recent visit to the
country in October 2024.

“China changes every time you

gothere,” he said, underscoring the
country’s “capacity for innovation
and adaptation,” which he believes
Nigeria can learn from.

“If it has been done in China,
it can be done elsewhere,” the
former president said.

Obasanjo said there are many
lessons Nigeria can take from
China’s development, highlighting
China’s unique role in fostering
global peace, shared prosperity,

strategic partnerships, and
poverty alleviation.
He added that these

achievements demonstrate China’s
ability to transform its society and

its potential to contribute to global
development.

China has lifted 800 million
people out of poverty, “a feat
unparalleled in world history,”
he said, lauding Beijing for its
willingness to share its experience
and help other developing nations
“learn how to fish,” which he
sees as essential for empowering
nations to create their own wealth.

As Africa’s most populous nation
and leading economy, Nigeria
has much to gain from a deeper
partnership with China, Obasanjo
said, noting the elevation of China-
Nigeria ties to a comprehensive

strategic partnership in September
2024 will help promote trust and
mutually beneficial outcomes.

He said the China-proposed
initiatives like the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) offer immense
opportunity  for  Africa to
boost intra-African trade and
infrastructure development.

With over 150 nations and over

30 international organizations
involved, the BRI aims to
enhance global connectivity

and trade, he said, noting that
improved communication and
transportation  networks  are
critical for developing the African

continent.

While responding to concerns
about China’s expanding global
influence, Obasanjo said that
China’s engagement with Africa
is based on strategic cooperation,
not exploitation.

“Strategic relationships
mean mutual benefit,
economically, diplomatically,

and technologically,” he said,
calling on Nigeria to harness its
agricultural and mineral resources
to drive industrialization and value
addition as part of this partnership.
“Fair trade, not aid, is the way
forward,” Obasanjo stressed.

The former president
emphasized the importance of
leadership in promoting unity,
harmony, and shared prosperity.
He wunderlined the need for
equity, justice, and inclusivity at
all levels of governance, warning
that a world without these
principles would be “dangerous
for everyone.”

Looking  ahead,  Obasanjo
expressed hope that Nigeria and
China, by strengthening their
partnerships and embracing fair
trade, could jointly create a more
secure, equitable, and prosperous
world.
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Monopoly explains lack of
filling points for CNG fuel

ISQUIET is starting
to be audible on the
discrepancy  between

the much awaited fuel
use shift to compressed natural
gas (CNG) and converting filling
stations for the purpose. The effort
seems to be directed at building
new facilities rather than making
an effort to convert existing fuel
station chambers to offer alternative
fuel. The matter is not being
discussed much but it is unlikely to
be complicated, for short of some
special additional apparel, the two
substances just rhyme anatomically.

The relatively noticeable motorists
(said to be around 5,000) who have
rectified their engines to using gas
find it difficult to obtain services.
Earlier there were short queues as
there were just a few hundred and
with thousands already shifting
to gas, the problem is increasingly
noticeable. It is one of those
problems that should not have been
there in the first place, as we have
had more than five years to prepare
for a fuel use shift.

One writer profiling the situation
was at least visible for one thing, that
his outlook reflected the majority’s
comprehension of the situation. He
saw the shortage of fueling points
as natural (as new technological
need) and the monopoly agency
building gas use fuel stations as the
frontline stakeholder in sorting out
the situation. Many would see things
differently, as the tone with that
effort is construction of gas use fuel
stations, directly.

As fuelling by natural gas is
projected to be the future in 10 years
or more, this trajectory implies

that a public agency builds new
fuel stations and the private sector
petrol and diesel stations move
towards closure. There seems to be
an underlying interest in reaching
that kind of situation, as there is no
appeal whatsoever to the private
sector to convert petrol and diesel
stations or portions of them for gas
use. It is as if this sort of conversion
is not possible, while car engines are
converted to the use of natural gas;
anatomically the same mechanism
ought to apply.

Talk on the issue is enthralled
in the usual public sector agenda
framing of issues, saying that the
situation here is comparable to
Nigeria and other African nations,
where  Tanzania  increasingly
embraces CNG for its environmental
benefits and affordability. But it
faces considerable setbacks as
filling stations are not anywhere
near enough, and it is not apparent
that conventional stations are being
primed to convert to natural gas at
least in part. It appears to be a non-
crisis but willed shortages.

While not seeking the private
sector to create more gas fueling
points, and remains at a snail’s pace
inbuilding CNG fuel stations, the idea
appears to push for a large subsidy
to build such stations. The reason
is simply that each major parastatal
organisation wants the government
to plan strategic projects and obtain
funds for the major parastatal to
implement such plans. The best
example is Air Tanzania, SGR and
TRC, BRT and expectations that the
government would finance a new
fleet of buses at least in part, thus
CNG shift begets subsidy to TPDC.

Technical skills capacity not
the same thing as leadership

RADITIONALLY,  social

studies make a keen

difference between

professional capacity,
where one carries out tasks that are
assigned within an organisation,
and leadership, where a person
makes moral choices, often with
contending technical explanations
or justifications. This is one among
the sort of questions that come up
when one hears that the Tanzania
Public Service College (TPSC) has
conducted special training to impart
executive officials at the Institute of
Rural Development Planning (IRDP)
with professional leadership skills. Is
it valid?

The answer will for many people
be yes, for the reason that leaders
or higher officials in an organisation
are generally picked for their skills,
and other issues resolved by habit,
moulded by an office after one has
taken over. It was for instance said
that the leadership training took
three consecutive days, appearing
to be a fairly long time to the casual
viewer who filed the report. It
reminds one of a radio clip where
an individual questions the idea of
a purchasing course, perhaps the
same as procurement, lasting three
years. Just what does one learn to
buy (no difference with purchasing,
procuring) for three years, which
the questioner finds odd. It is all in
feelings.

These are contrasting perspectives
in society showing what we seem to
all know or think we know, and what
one or other group of professionals
seeks to do in this situation either
to achieve set goals or at least to
earn recognition of work done in
a certain direction. As the sort of
officials being trained are in the first
instance trained to officiate courses
and other positions in a degree level
institution, the leadership skills that
could be of relevance seem to be
related to procedure and the law,
largely.

The IRDP rector viewed the
received training as key to propel

professionalism among the varsity’s
leaders, by taking up a number of
key areas targeting to improve daily
performance. One of these areas was
stated as leadership management
and another was working relations
with other institutions. Yet in all
these areas there are precise job
description for individuals and
mission statements, periodic
goals for institutions. More is to an
extent gleaned into when integrity,
discipline, communication at work
places and protocol are raised,
mostly learned by habit.

Issues like emotional intelligence
that needs to be embraced by
leaders and staff of any institution
is perhaps a bit specialized, but not
a far cry from what we routinely
meet at workplaces. In the first place
each person has specific character,
while each employee has a job to
keep. So while at a commercial
enterprise the customer is king
since effort is needed to ensure that
such person comes back so that the
service provision has a chance to be
sustainable, at work an employee
is not king. Actually the opposite is
true, so that institutional objectives
can be realized.

One feature of leadership
orientation since the early days
of independence is the tug of war
between ‘colonial’ attitudes and
presumed popular outlooks that
leadership ought to have. When
the latter values are emphasized
enough, laxity is the rule and hardly
anyone can point at wrongdoing.
When a dispensary is built in an
incompetent way, it often needs the
prime minister in person to Visit,
inspect and say so, or if a road is
substandard, it needs the minister
to go there and order it to be redone.
There is fear among executives
on enduring hatreds if one says
anything bad about what another
official is doing, which paralyses
proper leadership. For decades
the anti-corruption bureau used
to lay traps on officials, never once
investigating real bribes...

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts

Managing Editor: WALLACE MAUGGO

Circulation Manager: DENNIS NTAITA

feedback@guardian.co.tz

General line: 0745700710

News Editor: LUSEKELO PHILEMON

Advertising

0757154767

E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

Mobile: 0677020701
E-mails: advertise@guardian.co.tz
Website: www.ippmedia.com

epaper.ippmedia.com

By Special Correspondent

IBERIA, a nation proud of
its democratic strides, is
once again grappling with
a constitutional crisis
that threatens the very fabric of its
governance and social cohesion.

The dispute within the House of
Representatives, coupled with the
recent violent dispersal of peaceful
protesters, underscores a troubling
disregard for the rule of law and the
principles of democracy enshrined
in the Liberian Constitution.

At the heart of the crisis is a
divided House of Representatives,
split into two factions: the
“Majority Block,” which has elected
Representative Richard Koon as
Speaker, and the “Minority Block,”
led by the legitimately elected
Speaker, J. Fonati Koffa.

The majority block’s refusal to
attend sessions under Speaker
Koffa and its decision to hold
parallel sessions presided over by
Koon flagrantly violate Articles 33
and 49 of the Constitution.

The supreme court has already
ruled that any action or sitting
by members of the Legislature
contrary to these constitutional
provisions is ultra vires, beyond
the powers granted by law, and,

therefore, null and void. Yet,
the defiance persists, creating
a dangerous precedent that

undermines the authority of the
Judiciary and the rule of law.

This situation is more than
a political impasse; it is a
constitutional crisis with far-
reaching  implications. = When
lawmakers, the very individuals
entrusted to  uphold the
Constitution, flout its provisions,
public trust in the institutions

meant to safeguard Liberia’s
democracy erodes.

Against this backdrop of political
turmoil, concerned  citizens

exercised their constitutional right
to peaceful assembly on December
17, 2024. Their protest, a call for
lawmakers to respect the rule of
law, was a necessary and timely
reminder that power resides with
the people and that governance
must align with constitutional
principles. However, the response
of the Liberian National Police was
deeply troubling. The decision
to disperse the protest using tear
gas, force, and arrests--under the
pretext of accommodating the
President’s visit to sign a book
of condolence for the late Vice
President, was a gross overreach.
The police cited the President’s
visit as the justification for
dispersing the protesters, using
tear gas and force. This decision
suggests that the President’s safety
and movement were prioritized

A nation in crisis: The rule
of law vs political chaos

over the citizens’ right to peaceful
assembly. While protecting
the President is legitimate, the
aggressive suppression of the
protest undermined the credibility
of this rationale, leading to public
outcry.

A president is not compelled to
personally attend any location if
the risks outweigh the benefits,
especially when tensions are
high. Other arrangements, such
as signing the book of condolence
at an alternative location or
rescheduling, could have been
explored to prevent the clash.

The decision to proceed despite
the protest reflects either a
disregard for the volatile situation
or a deliberate act, which critics
could interpret as an attempt
to confront or overshadow the
protest.

While the loss of a statesperson
warrants respect, it cannot be
used as a justification to suppress
constitutionally protected rights.
The violent suppression of peaceful
protest is not only a violation of
fundamental human rights but also
an affront to the memory of the
late Vice President, whose legacy
should inspire unity, not division.
Liberia stands at a crossroads.
The ongoing legislative crisis and
the police’s heavy-handed actions
highlight systemic challenges that
demand immediate attention.

The right to peaceful assembly
is sacrosanct. The Government
must investigate the police’s
actions during the December 17
protest, hold those responsible
accountable, and ensure such
abuses do not recur. Both the
legislature and the executive must
demonstrate a commitment to
the rule of law and constitutional
governance. This includes fostering
dialogue,  upholding judicial
decisions, and prioritizing the
people’s interests over political
ambitions.

Liberia’s history is a testament
to the resilience of its people and
institutions. However, resilience
alone is not enough. Leaders at
all levels must rise above partisan
divides and act in the national
interest. The current crisisis a test of
Liberia’s democracy. It is a moment
for reflection, courage, and decisive
action to reaffirm the principles
that bind the nation together. The
rule of law must prevail, and the
voices of the people must be heard,
for Liberia’s democracy to endure

and thrive.

It is difficult to comprehend
conclusively whether the President
was forced or compelled to attend
the location of the protest on
December 17, 2024. However, the
circumstances surrounding his visit
to the Capitol Building, where the
protest was taking place, raise valid
questions about timing, intent, and
the resulting escalation of tensions.

The president’s visit to the
Capitol Building was reportedly
to sign the book of condolence for
the late Vice President, a solemn
and necessary act of national
leadership. However, this event
coincided with a highly publicized
and ongoing protest at the same
location, known to have been
planned weeks in advance. The
timing raises questions about
whether the President could have
rescheduled or relocated this
symbolic act to avoid escalating
tensions.

Some protesters accuse the
President of aligning with the
so-called majority block, which
has unconstitutionally elected
Richard Koon as Speaker. This
perception, whether accurate or
not, complicates the President’s
presence near the protest, as it
could be interpreted as a show of
support for one faction over the
other.

The book of condolence for the
late Vice President is an important
ceremonial gesture, but it was not
an urgent or time-sensitive matter
that required immediate attention
at the protest site. By proceeding
with his visit despite the ongoing
protest, the President effectively
prioritized his symbolic act over
the citizens’ constitutional right to
peaceful assembly.

The president ~had an
opportunity to show leadership
by engaging with the protesters
or addressing their concerns.
Instead, his decision to proceed
with a ceremonial event sent a
message that their grievances were
secondary to his agenda.

Given the accusations that
the President is aligned with the
majority block in the Legislative
crisis, his actions appeared to
dismiss or undermine the concerns
of citizens protesting in defense
of constitutional governance. This
perception, whether accurate or
not, further alienates citizens and
erodes trust in President Bokai’s
leadership.

Article 17 of the Liberian
Constitution guarantees the
right to peaceful assembly. The
forceful dispersal of the protest
to accommodate the President’s
visit constitutes a breach of this
fundamental right. The use of
tear gas, physical force, and
arrests inflicted harm on citizens
exercising their rights.

This not only endangered
their physical well-being but also
created an atmosphere of fear
and intimidation, discouraging
future expressions of dissent. In
a democracy, the government is
expected to prioritize the interests
and rights of its citizens, even
when those citizens are critical
of its actions. By failing to do so,
the President weakened public
confidence in the administration’s
commitment to democratic values.

While the president may not have
been forced or compelled to go to
the Capitol Building, his decision to
proceed amid a volatile protest was,
at best, a lapse in judgment and, at
worst, a calculated political move.
Regardless of intent, the visit and
its aftermath have fueled public
perception of bias and insensitivity
toward the citizens’ grievances.
Leadership in such moments
requires sensitivity, tact, and a
commitment to de-escalation,
qualities that appear to have been
lacking in this instance.

THE PRESIDENT’S ACTIONS
during the December 17, 2024,
protest at the Capitol Building,
particularly his  decision to
proceed with signing the book
of condolence at the same site,
strongly suggest that his interests
may have been prioritized over
the rights and welfare of the
citizens. The President’s decision to
proceed with his visit to the Capitol
Building during the protest placed
his personal and symbolic interests
above the rights and welfare of the
citizens.

This decision escalated tensions
and undermined public trust
in his leadership. Leaders must
demonstrate a balance between
asserting authority and respecting
the rights of the people they serve.
In this case, the President’s actions
leaned heavily toward the former,
at the expense of constitutional
rights and public welfare. This
incident serves as a stark reminder
of the need for greater sensitivity,
accountability, and prioritization of
citizens’ rights in governance.
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Concern as financial strain on parents,

By Adonis Byemelwa

teachqrs

FTER the fes-

tive season of

Christmas and

New Year’s cel-
ebrations, many parents find
themselves grappling with
financial challenges. January,
often referred to as a “crunch
month,” brings with it the
burden of paying school fees,
a daunting task for many fam-
ilies.

In major cities like Dar es
Salaam, Mwanza, and Aru-
sha, the situation tends to be
even direr, with some families
resorting to loans or borrow-
ing from community savings
groups (Vikoba) just to en-
sure their children return to
school on time.

It is clear that while par-
ents stretched their budgets
to cover the festivities, paying
for school fees often becomes
a major challenge. “We end
up spending every last penny
celebrating Christmas, with-
out thinking about the loom-
ing costs of sending our chil-
dren back to school,” says one
parent from Dar es Salaam.

The lavish spending on
holiday clothes, family out-
ings, and social events often
distracts from the reality that
school fees and other educa-
tional costs are right around
the corner.

Despite the government’s
push for free education,
which has removed direct
school fees for primary and
secondary schools, other
financial demands such as
parental contributions for
school supplies, transporta-
tion, and additional fees still
pose significant challenges,
particularly for poorer fami-
lies. This is especially difficult
for families in rural areas and
smaller towns, where the eco-
nomic situation is more pre-
carious.

A Dar es Salaam based
teacher-Lasuli Ikizu points

Lecturers
and gradu-
ates attend
a gradua-
tion ceremo-
ny at Saint
Augustine
University
on Decem-
ber 21st
2024. Pho-
to: Guard-
ian Corre-
spondent.

out: “This year has been
tougher than most. Parents
are scrambling to find mon-
ey for fees, and many cannot
manage. It’s a difficult time
for many of us. Even we as
teachers face delays in sal-
ary payments, especially in
private schools where fee
payments are often delayed,
affecting our livelihoods.”

Ikizu goes on to explain
that, although schools have
a budget for paying teachers
throughout the year, finan-
cial constraints often delay
these payments, particu-
larly after the festive season.
“When January comes, we
face significant challenges.
Even when the school has
a yearly budget for salaries,
sometimes our payments
are delayed due to financial
issues, and this affects many
families.”

This is a widespread issue

affecting teachers in both
urban and rural areas, many
of whom complain about
delays in salary payments.
While many schools require
additional contributions for
things like school supplies,
reams of paper, and field
trips, parents find them-
selves contributing more
money just to ensure their
children can attend classes.

“This has become a nor-
mal occurrence. Parents are
expected to pay for school
supplies, and sometimes
they also have to pay for field
trips that have high costs.
This is a challenge for many
parents, especially those
from low-income families,”
says Anjela Mwasu, teacher
from Mwanza Region.

In cities like Dar es Sa-
laam, Mwanza, and Arusha,
parents are struggling to pay
school fees and other educa-

threatens access to e

tional expenses. “This prob-
lem happens every year, but
this year it's worse. We've
encountered many families
who need loans just to send
their children back to school.
It's a tough time for many
parents, and it requires ur-
gent solutions,” says Teacher
Amani Ngowi from Arusha.
Many parents agree that
while the free education
policy has eliminated school
fees, other costs still create
a significant barrier. Inter-
national studies show that
in many countries, the fi-
nancial burden of education
remains a heavy weight on
poor families, preventing
many children from realiz-
ing their right to education.
In countries like Zambia
and Tanzania, many parents
work hard to find ways to
pay for school fees and other
educational expenses, but
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they often find themselves
unable to manage. Despite
government efforts, the cost
of education remains high.

“We continue to face fi-
nancial challenges. Private
schools demand higher
fees, and while government
schools are free, many par-
ents choose to send their
children to private schools
because of the better servic-
es offered,” says Mwasu.

For many parents, finan-
cial challenges have led
them to move their chil-
dren from public to private
schools. Even though public
schools offer free education,
the quality of service is often
questioned.

“Many parents send their
children to private schools
because they receive better
services. However, this is a
financial issue, as not eve-
ry parent can afford those

ducation

fees,” explains Ngowi.

As financial pressure
mounts, some parents have
even resorted to taking out
loans from informal savings
groups to ensure their chil-
dren can attend school. A
parent from Dar es Salaam,
who preferred to remain
anonymous, shares, “The
financial situation has be-
come difficult for many par-
ents. We've been using loans
from Vikoba just to meet
school costs. While our chil-
dren love going to school, it’s
hard to find enough money
to pay fees and cover other
educational expenses.”

This financial strain is a
growing problem, with some
children being able to attend
better schools, while oth-
ers are left behind due to a
lack of funds. This exacer-
bates the gap between chil-
dren from wealthy families

and those from poorer back-
grounds, making it more dif-
ficult for the latter to access
quality education. Parents
across the country are la-
menting the challenges, with
many unsure of how to re-
solve the financial constraints
that affect their children’s
education.

The issue of financial hard-
ship in education calls for
a deeper conversation, par-
ticularly in low-income com-
munities, where the cost of
schooling is a major obstacle
preventing children from
pursuing their dreams. Par-
ents, teachers, and school
owners must work together
to find better solutions to en-
sure that all children can ac-
cess quality education with-
out financial barriers.

While the government has
made significant strides in
providing free education, it is
clear that much more needs
to be done to address the
underlying financial barri-
ers that continue to prevent
many children from receiv-
ing an education. The issue of
school fees and related costs
remains a major concern,
particularly in light of the
growing divide between pub-
lic and private schools.

A recent statement by Pro-
fessor Costa Mahalu, Vice
Chancellor of Saint Augustine
University, highlighted the
magnitude of the problem at
the institution.

During the 27th Graduation
Ceremony in Mwanza, he did
not shy away from address-
ing the challenges facing the
institution and its students.
He revealed that over 647
students, representing 17.3%
of this year’s graduating co-
hort were unable to complete
their studies due to financial
constraints or other hard-
ships.

“This is a call to action for
the government and stake-
holders to ensure that every
deserving student has access
to the resources they need
to complete their education.
Many of these dropouts are
bright minds who could have
gone on to achieve postgradu-
ate success if not for poverty,”
he emphasized.

Pros and cons
of registering
numerous apps
for e-commerce

By Guardian
Correspondent

TRADITIONAL  opinion
making on economic activ-
ity in the country has arule,
the more the better, a major
relic of planned economy
where everything that is
placed on the ground is an
additional input in driving
towards economic success.

That isn’t forcibly true
in a competitive market
economy, as here too many
goods of the same type
chase fewer buyers, or too
many service providers
chasing fewer users. E-com-
merce faces this scenario.

That is why acclamations
on strides that the telecom-
munications sector is mak-
ing, while true and exciting,
have a way to leave what
they at times say is a dry
taste in the mouth.

Yes, no doubt that strides
are being made in basic in-
frastructure to support the
physical delivery of items
purchased in electronic
commerce, but that is all
there is to it. A total of 146
apps were registered or
obtained the regulatory go-
ahead to engage in service
provision.

Those in charge were en-
thusiastic with how infra-

structure to promote high-
speed internet services and
robust payment systems
was being put up, on a daily
basis. While the regulator
sees these initiatives as key
prerequisites for a thriving
e-commerce sector, observ-
ers worry that there is more
of offer than demand in a
vast number of commercial
subsectors.

There are many glittering
shop frames and new ones
coming up, such that one
wonders if they really no-
tice numerous customers,
etc.

The regulator says that
the policy and regula-
tory frameworks have ad-
dressed most enabling fac-
tors for e-commerce, which
is evidently the case. What
the report did not say was
just how much business is
being done, though admit-
tedly that ought to come
under Trade and Industry
rather than Communica-
tions.

There are auxiliary re-
ports though, like the
chipped in datum that the
residential address innova-
tion is helping the postal
corporation inch up busi-
ness, faster than the various
other apps.

Posts appear to be able to

cultivate an image of reli-
ability as a public agency
where complaints can be
made, a weakness that
started to be noticed with a
range of supposed e-com-
merce service providers.
Surprisingly, the regu-
lator has scarcely ever
released data on e-com-
merce non-deliveries after
payment was issued in due
and proper form. It is vi-
tal that a digital system is
developed showing which
vehicle was tasked with
transporting  purchased
goods, where other ID data
will be available as well.
Registering apps for e-
commerce is indeed the
easier part, while there is
the issue of rising demand
to relate to the higher
number of business seek-

ers. This relates to other
spheres of economy like
new investments or levels
of profit being made in var-
ious spheres, and thus dis-
posable incomes at house-
hold levels. Things aren’t
bad in this sphere either,
as readiness to provide e-
commerce utility shows
considerable layouts, us-
able surpluses.

While there is indeed a
rosy future that is emerg-
ing for e-commerce ow-
ing to rising aggregate
incomes (as different per-
haps from strict average
personal incomes) all isn’t
just a highway to success.
There are two categories
of those who make invest-
ments, those who actu-
ally wish to make a living
from such investment on

the basis of a modicum of
savings (depending on the
social stratum presumed,
evidently), and those who
wish to increase their sav-
ings fairly quickly.

E-commerce investors
are likely to be similarly
divided, those who need
quick profits and those
who can sit out grey days
until the market really im-
proves.

Traditionally there have
been slumps in the market
a few years after too many
investors take to a certain
sphere of investments. The
last time a big slump was
noticed globally was the
‘dot-com’ stock exchange
collapse at the turn of the
century, which sort of mir-
rors the current spate of
registrations for e-com-

merce apps, by thousands
of people.

Chances are that they
are mainly those who seek
a business opening rather
than placing their fortunes
or savings into a business
so as to make a living, as
with rentals.

The point at issue is that
the country is experienc-
ing technical moderniza-
tion at a rather fast pace,
while its overall structure
in production and com-
mercial activities remains
fairly traditional. There
is a modicum of success
noticed at different peri-
ods, where new avenues
of commerce spring up in
tandem with market move-
ments, here tied up espe-
cially with public sector
consumption patterns.

There are
many glit-
tering shop
frames and

new ones
coming up,
such that one
wonders if
they really
notice numer-
ous custom-
ers, etc.

Those linked with the gov-
ernment and hundreds of
public companies are eas-
ily the most important seg-
ment of the economy, with
the private sector living on
its wings, as its prosperity is
tied more with transactions
conducted with public agen-
cies than within the private
sector as such.

In the past decade the
most visible collapse of an in-
vestment penchant was the
building of hotels and guest
houses, as well as flourish-
ing catering and restaurant
businesses, to which were
attached astronomical land
values on prime plots - or in-
deed anywhere in key urban
centres.

The curtain fell with the
blink of an eyelid if one could
say so, as within six months
government expenditure
had shifted from 74 per cent
recurrent and 26 per cent
development (or capital) ex-
penditure, to 61 recurrent
and 39 development expend-
iture. Most front space cater-
ing had to be redesigned;
new investments go to shop
frames, not hotels.

The difference with the
collapse in 2016 is that cater-
ing or hospitality is tied up
with rental space use, which
can be shifted or converted
to other uses.

E-commerce applications
are a local version of the ‘dot-
com’ scenario, as its pres-
ence is on the internet and
tied up with public demand
for certain types of services.
Still, unlike the catering or
hospitality businesses of old,
e-commerce apps don’t seem
to be a means of life for those
who front them; hoping to
make some money, not rely
on them.



10

Tuesday 7 January, 2025

www ippmediacom

Giardian

FEATURE

By Courtney Subramanian

XACTLY two
months after
her election

loss to Donald
Trump, Vice-President Ka-
mala Harris will preside
over the certification of
her own defeat.

As president of the
Senate, on Monday she
will stand at the House
Speaker’s rostrum to lead
the counting of Electoral
College votes, officially
cementing her rival’s tri-
umph two weeks before
he returns to the White
House.

The circumstances are
painful and awkward for
a candidate who decried
her opponent as an urgent
threat to American de-
mocracy, but Harris aides
insist she will conduct her
constitutional and legal
duty with seriousness and
grace.

It is not the first time
a losing candidate will
lead the joint session of
Congress to count their
opponent’s presidential
electors - Al Gore endured
the indignity in 2001 and
Richard Nixon in 1961.

But it’s a fitting coda to
an improbable election
that saw Harris elevated
from a back-up to the na-
tion’s oldest president to
the Democratic standard
bearer - whose fleeting
campaign provided a jolt
of hope to her party be-
fore a crushing loss ex-
posed deep internal fault-
lines.

Harris and her team
are now deliberating her
second act, and weighing
whether it includes anoth-
er run for the White House
in 2028 or pursuing a bid
for the governor’s man-
sion in her home state of
California.

While recent Demo-
cratic candidates who
lost elections - Al Gore,
John Kerry, Hillary Clin-
ton - have decided against
seeking the presidency
again, aides, allies and
donors argue that the
groundswell of support
Harris captured in her
unsuccessful bid and the
unusual circumstances of
her condensed campaign
proves there’s still scope
for her to seek the Oval
Office.

They even point to
Donald Trump’s own cir-
cuitous political path - the
former and future presi-
dent’s bookend wins in

2016 and 2024, despite
losing as the incumbent in
2020.

But while many Demo-
crats do not blame Har-
ris for Trump’s win, some
- stung by a bruising loss
that has called the party’s
strategy into question -
are deeply sceptical of
giving her another shot at
the White House. A host
of Democratic governors
who coalesced behind the
vice-president in 2024 but
have ambitions of their
own are seen by some
strategists as fresher can-
didates with a much better
chance of winning.

President Donald
Trump points towards
Democratic presidential

nominee, Vice President
Kamala Harris, as he
speaks during a presiden-
tial debate.

Harris herself is said
to be in no rush to make
any decisions, telling ad-
visers and supporters she
is open to all the possi-
bilities that await her after
Inauguration Day on 20
January.

She is assessing the last
few months, which saw
her launch an entirely
new White House cam-
paign, vet a running-mate,
lead a party convention
and barnstorm the coun-
try in just 107 days. And
aides point out that she

US Vice-President Kamala Harris

remains the US vice-pres-
ident, at least for another
two weeks.

“She has a decision to
make and you can’t make
it when you're still on the
treadmill. It may have
slowed down - but she’s
on the treadmill until 20
January,” said Donna Bra-
zile, a close Harris ally who
advised the campaign.

“You can’t put anyone
in a box. We didn’t put

Al Gore in a box and it
was obvious the country
was very divided after
the 2000 election,” said
Brazile, who ran Gore’s
campaign against George
W Bush and pointed to
his second life as an en-
vironmental activist. “All
options are on the table
because there’s an appe-
tite for change and I do
believe that she can rep-
resent that change in the

future.”

But the nagging ques-
tion that shadows any
potential 2028 run is
whether the 60-year-old
can separate herself from
Joe Biden - something she
failed to do in the election
campaign.

Her allies in the party
say that Biden’s choice to
seek re-election despite
worries about his age,
only then to ultimately

After bruising election loss:
amala Harris?

drop out of the race with
months to go, doomed her
candidacy.

Though Trump swept all
seven battleground states
and is the first Republi-
can in 20 years to win the
popular vote, his margin
of victory was relatively
narrow while Harris still
won 75 million votes, an
outcome her supporters
argue can’t be ignored as
a currently faceless Demo-
cratic party rebuilds over
the next four years.

On the other side, those
close to Biden remain
convinced he could have
defeated Trump again,
despite surveys showing
he had been bleeding sup-
port from key Democratic
voting blocs.

They point out that Har-
ris fell short where the
president didn’t in 2020,
underperforming  with
core Democratic groups
like black and Latino vot-
ers. Critics continue to
bring up her 2019 cam-
paign to become the Dem-
ocratic presidential nomi-
nee, which sputtered out
in less than a year.

“People forget that had
there been a real primary
[in 2024], she never would
have been the nominee.
Everyone knows that,”
said one former Biden ad-
viser.

The adviser, who spoke

on condition of anonym-
ity to discuss a sensitive
matter, applauded Harris
for reviving the Democrat-
ic base and helping key
congressional races, but
said Trump’s campaign
successfully undercut her
on critical campaign is-
sues including the econo-
my and the border.

Members of Trump’s
team, however, including
his chief pollster, have
acknowledged that Har-
ris performed stronger as
a candidate than Biden
on certain issues like the
economy among voters.

Yet there’s no escap-
ing that any Democratic
primary contest for 2028
would be a tough fight,
with rising stars like Mich-
igan Governor Gretchen
Whitmer, Illinois Gover-
nor JB Pritzker and Cali-
fornia Governor Gavin
Newsom already weighing
presidential runs.

Some Democrats say
that Harris would none-
theless start ahead of the
pack, with national name
recognition, a much-
coveted mailing list and a
deep bench of volunteers.

“What state party would
not want her to come help
them set the table for the
2026 midterm elections?”
Brazile said. “She’s going
to have plenty opportuni-
ties not only to rebuild,
but to strengthen the coa-
lition that came together
to support her in 2024.”

Others have suggested
she could step out of the
political arena entirely,
running a foundation or
establishing an institute of
politics at her alma mater,
Howard University, the
Washington-based histori-
cally black college where
she held her election
night party.

The former top state
prosecutor could also be
a contender for secre-
tary of state or attorney
general in a future Demo-
cratic administration. And
she’ll need to decide if she
wants to write another
book.

For all of her options,
Harris has told aides, she
wants to remain visible
and be seen as a leader
in the party. One adviser
suggested that she could
exist outside the domes-
tic political fray, taking on
a more global role on an
issue that matters to her,
but that’s a difficult perch
without a platform as large
as the vice-presidency.

In the waning days of the
Biden-Harris administra-
tion, she plans to embark
on an international trip to
multiple regions, accord-
ing to a source familiar
with the plans, signalling
her desire to maintain a
role on the world stage
and build a legacy beyond

being Biden’s number two.

For Harris and her team,
the weeks since the elec-
tion have been humbling,
a mix of grief and resolve.
Several aides described
the three-month sprint
that began when Biden
dropped out as having
begun with the campaign
“digging out of a hole” and
ending with their candi-
date more popular than
when she began, even if
she didn’t win.

“There’s a sense of
peace knowing that given
the hand we were dealt,
we ran through the tape,”
said one senior aide.

Following the election,
Harris and her husband,
Second Gentleman Doug
Emhoff, spent a week in
Hawaii with a small group
of aides to relax and dis-
cuss her future.

During a staff holiday
party at her official resi-
dence before Christmas,
Harris recounted election
night and how she deliv-
ered a pep talk to her fam-
ily as the results became
clear.

“We are not having a
pity party!” she told the
crowd of her reaction that
night.

Advisers and allies say
she is still processing what
happened, and wants to
wait and see how the new
administration  unfolds
in January before stak-
ing out any position, let
alone seeking to become
the face of any so-called
Trump “resistance”.

Democrats have found
the resistance movement
that took off among liber-
als in the wake of his 2016
win no longer resonates in
today’s political climate,
where the Republican
has proven that his mes-
sage and style appeals to
a huge cross-section of
Americans.

They have adopted a
more conciliatory ap-
proach in confronting
the incoming president’s
agenda. As several Demo-
crats put it: “What resist-
ance?”

Though she’s kept a
relatively low profile since
her loss, Harris provided
a glimpse of her mindset
at an event for students at
Prince George’s Commu-
nity College in Maryland
in December.

“The movements for civ-
il rights, women’s rights,
workers’ rights, the United
States of America itself,
would never have come to
be if people had given up
their cause after a court
case, or a battle, or an
election did not go their
way,” she said.

“We must stay in the
fight,” she added, a refrain
she has repeated since her
2016 Senate win. “Every-
one of us.”
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By Wandile Sihlobo

BOUT a year

ago, European

farmers were

on the streets
in various regions pro-
testing against govern-
ment policies. The core
challenges were the EU’s
declining agricultural
subsidies, the stringent
environmental policy to
reduce chemicals and fer-
tiliser use, and the need
for protection against im-
ports.

The protests only eased
when the European Com-
mission, the EU’s execu-
tive arm, announced it
would delay implement-
ing environmental poli-
cies involving reducing
pesticides and other farm
inputs.

On the environmental
issue, it was easy to sym-
pathise with farmers. A
drastic reduction in agro-
chemicals and fertilisers
is not ideal, as that would
negatively affect harvest
quality and output. Hence,
a reasonable transition
under the framework of a
moderate approach with
feasible timelines, which
EU farmers advocated for,
was reasonable.

I also paid attention to
this matter because the
EU would apply the same
rules to the exporting
countries to the region.
Therefore, the delay in its
implementation also of-
fered a breathing space to
exporters such as those in
my home country, South
Africa.

As we started to forget
this episode and start the
new year focusing on the

Misery, distress of French farmers
lications for South Africa

and im

US trade policy and other
issues, the French farmers
began another conversa-
tion. They are out on the
streets protesting again.

But this time, the em-
phasis is not on environ-
mental issues but on trade
policies. The French farm-
ers are unhappy about
the EU-South America
trade agreement, the EU-
Mercosur trade deal. The
deal will remove tariffs
on around 90% of trade
in goods between the two
sides, primarily over a pe-
riod of roughly 12 years.
Agricultural exports from
Mercosur will be subject
to gradually rising quotas.

The French farmers say
this is unfair competition,
and the EU authorities do
not understand the ” level
of misery and distress that
farmers are going through
at the moment”.

This line of argument of
farmers has found sym-
pathetic voices in some
corners. Writing in The
Spectator, a weekly Brit-
ish magazine, on January
6, 2025, James Tidmarsh
stated that:

“the French press will
dance around the el-
ephant in the room, but
the farmers know the
truth. This is about Brus-
sels, not Paris. The poli-
cies strangling French
agriculture - crippling en-
vironmental regulations,
predatory trade deals,

and dwindling subsidies -
are made in the European
Union’s corridors of pow-
er. France, despite its pos-
turing as Europe’s leader,
doesn’t have the weight
to shape Brussels’s deci-
sions. For French farm-
ers, it’s become painfully

China-Ethiopia alliance takes
free eye care to Addis Ababa

ADDIS ABABA

A TEAM of medical
experts from China has
officially launched a
free cataract surgery
programme at Tirunesh
Beijing Hospital in Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia’s capi-
tal.

The initiative known
as the China-Ethiopia
Brightness Journey
features a dedicated
Chinese medical team
made up of 10 experi-
enced ophthalmologists
and nurses.

They are on a mission
to perform cataract sur-
geries for over 500 pa-
tients, with 80 individu-
als already benefiting
from successful proce-
dures as of Friday.

This phase of the
Brightness Journey will
last for more than 20
days, providing local
medical professionals

with essential training
in advanced treatment
techniques.

Amsale Belay is one of
the fortunate individu-
als benefiting from the
project.

Thanks to the assis-
tance of the Chinese
medical team, her eye-
sight has been fully re-
stored.

“'m so indebted to
the medical team. I have
been seeking treatment
for more than two and
a half years at various
hospitals, but I found
no solution. I was told
there was no hope. But
now, I have full hope,”
she shared.

During the launch
event of the project on
Friday, Ethiopian Min-
ister of Health Mekdes
Daba highlighted the ex-
tensive advantages that
the initiative brings.

“.We will be build-

ing skills for healthcare
professionals in here
because through the
procedures... our com-
munity will have an ad-
ditional shared experi-
ence... We really, deeply
value this project and
the support that we are
getting,” she said.

Chen Hai, the Chinese
Ambassador to Ethio-
pia, emphasized that
the project exemplifies
the friendship shared by
the two countries.

He stated, “The ‘Bright
Journey’ project is a
clear indication of our
all-weather strategic
partnership and deep-
rooted friendship.”

Cataracts are the pri-
mary reason for blind-
ness and vision im-
pairment in Ethiopia,
affecting more than five
million individuals, as
reported by the health
ministry.

clear: their government
isn’t calling the shots. The
real power lies with Ursu-
la von der Leyen and her
ideological crusade for a
greener, more globalised
Europe.”

That is quite something
from Tidmarsh! And I

don’t like his tone on
trade issues.

Anyways, why am
I writing about this
issue?

I am presenting it be-
cause the EU is an impor-
tant trading partner for
South Africa’s agriculture.

According to data from
Trade Map, the region is
the second-most impor-
tant market for South
Africa’s agricultural prod-
ucts, accounting for 27%
of the country’s total ag-
ricultural exports. There-
fore, the unfavourable

trade conversation in that
region is relevant to us.
The South African agri-
cultural sector has faced
various protectionist ten-
dencies in the EU market,
particularly in citrus. For
example, the EU recently
used non-tariff barriers

by alleging a “False cod-
ling moth®, a citrus pest,
in South Africa and re-
quiring citrus products to
be kept at certain temper-
atures before accessing
the EU market.

This happens while
South Africa has already
treated the products to
eliminate the chances of
such pest occurrence.
This was a subtle form of
protecting Spanish farm-
ers, who are also major
citrus producers within
the EU market.

With an outright view
from farmer groupings
in the EU that they face
unfair competition in the
global agricultural mar-
ket, we worry that using
various non-tariff barriers
may be common.

Policy considerations

Given farmers’ rising
discontent and protec-
tionism worldwide, South
African  agribusinesses
and the government
should work to diversify
agriculture’s export mar-
kets. Some key growing
markets with larger pop-
ulations are within the
BRICS, such as China, In-
dia, and Saudi Arabia.

Still, South Africa must
look broadly and deepen
its agricultural trade with
South Korea, Japan, the
USA, Vietnam, Taiwan, In-
dia, Saudi Arabia, Mexico,
the Philippines, and Bang-
ladesh.

This export expansion
should occur while South
Africa works to maintain
its access to critical mar-
kets in the EU, Africa, and
various Asian and Ameri-
can countries.

By Simon Kuper

SOUTH Africa’s Lim-
popo region has always
been cow country. A
bridegroom’s family tra-
ditionally pays the lobola,
or “bride price”, in cattle.
People here eat the parts
of cows they can afford.
In a supermarket serv-
ing mostly poorer Black
shoppers, the butcher’s
section was selling cow
heels alongside chicken
feet and “pork head with-
out cheeks”. A road sign
warning of “stray animals”
depicted a cow.

Driving around the re-
gion, baking in the sum-
mer heat, I spotted only
one small herd of actual
cows: thin specimens
picking through the dry
grass by the highway.
What 1 saw far more of-
ten were goats. They are
displacing cows in some
areas because they are
more climate resilient,
explains Kingsley Ayisi,
director of the University
of Limpopo’s Centre for
Global Change. Goats can
survive on little grass and
even eat acacia trees.

What's happening in
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Goats replace cows in
S. Africa: Here’s why

Limpopo is what’s start-
ing to happen worldwide:
adaptation to climate
change. (The other option
was cutting emissions, but
we collectively chose not
to take it.)

“Adapt or die”, says the
cliché. Limpopo is adapt-
ing, yet could still die.
How can poor regions like
this remain viable for hu-
man habitation?

Limpopo is South Af-
rica’s northernmost prov-
ince, bordering Mozam-
bique, Zimbabwe and
Botswana. Droughts that
have always plagued the
region have worsened,
even if climate change
barely features in politi-
cal debates here. There’s
nothing unusual about
this. “Nearly half the glob-
al land area experienced
at least one month of ex-
treme drought in 2023,
says The Lancet. More
than three-quarters of
the earth’s surface has be-

come drier in the past 30
years, reports the UN.

But climate change is
existential in an area that
already struggled to sup-
port human life. A UN of-
ficial has called southern
Africa’s current drought
(barely noticed outside
the region) its worst in a
century. Tens of millions
of children are malnour-
ished. Elephants looking
for food and water stray
into human territories
near the Limpopo river.
Some get eaten.

There’s little climate
tech in Limpopo. The re-
gion’s small farmers can’t
afford irrigation. Agricul-
ture here hasn’t changed
much over the centuries,
people still live or die by
the rains. A drier climate
could doom the region’s
eternal staples of cattle
and maize. Ayisi says farm-
ers should be trained to
switch from maize to sor-
ghum, a plant that needs

less water. More gener-
ally, he advocates finding
new foods: “There are
over 2,000 edible plants,
but the world is feeding
on only about 20 to 30.
So what happens to those
other plants?” Fruits and
leafy vegetables growing
wild in Limpopo could
perhaps be cultivated.
“Time is not on our side,”
he warns.

I saw that in the daily
produce market in Lim-
popo’s capital, Polok-
wane. The place is stacked
with boxes of tomatoes,
potatoes,  watermelons
and more, most labelled
with the names of white
Afrikaans commercial
farms. A worker told me
that climate change was
“100 per cent” affecting
the produce. Outdoor
crops, such as spinach
and okra, were arriving
withered for want of rain.
He pointed to a porter
carting away spoiled pro-

duce.

In theory, agriculture
here could survive cli-
mate change. “I like the
word ‘efficiency’,” says
Ayisi. For instance, shade
nets could protect some
crops against heat and
raise the efficiency of wa-
ter use. South Africans
could improve harvesting
of surface and groundwa-
ter.

But those interventions
require capital and effi-
cient government — both
scarce in South Affrica.
“Nearly half the water
piped through the coun-
try’s infrastructure [is]
lost through leaks, theft
or non-payment,” reports
Engineering News. The
developed countries that
historically emitted most
CO have promised to help
finance the climate transi-
tion in poor regions like
Limpopo. However, at No-
vember’s COP meeting in
Azerbaijan, rich countries
set a funding target of just
$300bn a year. Poor coun-
tries say they need much
more.

Limpopo’s climate tran-
sition probably won't be
smooth. What happens
then? Several people told
me they doubted agricul-
ture here would survive
another 20 years. A South
African government offi-
cial said Limpopo should
shift to sectors that don’t
need water: logistics, pub-
lic services or banking.
But that seems improb-
able in a province short
on roads, train lines and
well-educated workers.

More migrants will
leave Limpopo, not for
rich countries, but for
the nearest metropolis,
Johannesburg. Its infra-
structure and job mar-
ket already can’t sustain
its current population,
but southern African cli-
mate refugees have few
choices. Less resourceful
people will be stranded
in a drying Limpopo. We
are glimpsing the planet’s
next phase.
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By Ilvan Lukanda

HEN Ugan-
dans refer
to getting a
rolex, they

seldom mean an expen-
sive Swiss watch. Rolex is a
popular kind of street food,
made famous in global me-
dia. It serves more than just
a practical function as fast
food, but has many cultural
meanings that form part of
the country’s national iden-
tity, and a ralling point for
promoting social causes.
These have been played out
in Uganda’s media - which
is the basis of a recent study
of the meanings of a rolex in
Uganda. We asked journal-
ism and communication lec-
turer Ivan Lukanda about his
research.

What is a rolex?

A rolex is a chapati (a flat-
bread made from dough)
rolled around fried eggs to
which have been added spic-
es and vegetables. It’s usually
cooked in a frying pan on a
charcoal stove. It’s prepared
on order and served very
hot, usually in a paper wrap-
per, plastic bag, or plate.

The snack is common in
Ugandan urban centres in
east Africa. It's mostly pre-
pared on roadsides at infor-
mal stalls. Artisans may sim-
ply have a table for kneading
the dough, a pan for frying
the eggs and chapati, a char-
coal stove as a heat source
and the ingredients - which
can vary widely.

The snack also has more
elite makers who prepare
it in restaurants or mobile
kitchens that add cheese,
pepper and butter, among
other ingredients. Rolex is
commonly sold alongside
vendors offering chicken,
chips, roasted meat, goat,
pork and beer or soft drinks.

Rolex varies depending
on the region and on the de-
mands of the clientele and
ingredients available to the
“chef” - much like jollof rice
in west Africa. For example,
some rolexes can have two
or more eggs. Some can have
two chapatis. Some have
cooked or raw vegetables.
Others might include “Indi-
an”, “Mexican” or “Kenyan”
variants, which are marketed
especially at rolex festivals.

Uganda’s rolex is much more than

Uganda’s
rolex
became
famous in
2016 when
CNN called
it the best
street food
in Africa.

This range of sizes and
identities has created a di-
verse market, with varying
prices and flavours. The
nickname for a rolex can
change accordingly. For ex-
ample, it might be known as
a double face (two eggs and
two chapatis) or as a titanic
(four eggs and two chapa-
tis).

Beyond the street, rolex
is made wherever people
gather - be that weekly
markets, funerals, prayer
crusades, school events or
political rallies.

Why are they so often
in the news?

Rolex was ranked the
best street food in Africa
by CNN in 2016. That same
year, Uganda’s Ministry of
Tourism declared the rolex
an official tourist attraction
alongside the likes of moun-
tains, the source of the Nile,

lions, elephants and moun-
tain gorillas.

Two hands roll food in a
thin bread wrapper, on a
red tablecloth dishes are
seen containing vegetables,
a tray of eggs to the side.

In response, a non-gov-
ernmental organisation
called the Rolex Initiative
started organising the an-
nual Rolex Festival to draw
attention to the snack. Dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
the festival was held online.

Individuals shared short
videos of themselves mak-
ing a rolex at home. With
funding from the United
Nations Development Pro-
gramme, the Rolex Ini-
tiative has been organising
training to upskill rolex
makers. Uganda has the
Guinness world records for
making the biggest rolex
and the fastest rolex.

street food, it’s a nationl

How do Uganda’s me-
dia portray the rolex?

The media present the
rolex in many different
lights. They portray it as a
source of income, a job op-
portunity able to employ
thousands in a country with
high unemployment, sym-
bol of national pride, and
a basis for creating aware-

treasure
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ness about social and envi-
ronment causes.

Media also associate the
making of rolex with the
Basoga, a dominant eth-
nic group from Busoga in
south-eastern Uganda.

Busoga has many resi-
dents of Asian origin, who
arrived in Uganda mostly
through Kenya during con-

struction of the Uganda rail-
way. The Basoga and others
in the region had early con-
tact with Asian cuisine. So,
the rolex is seen as a sym-
bol of Asian influence. It’s
basically a Ugandan version
of the Indian roti or other
forms of chapatis eaten in
Asia, using local ingredients
such as eggs, vegetables
and spices.

Rolex is portrayed as
cheap, nutritious and con-
venient. And as fresh and
healthy food for the poor.
It's a practical meal that
keeps towns awake - night
workers and revellers have
grown to rely on the snack
instead of cooking. It is a
marker of improvisation.

It's even a determinant
for the price of eggs - rolex

makers compete  with
schools and bakers for
them.

The media often plays on
the name being the same as
the name of a luxury Swiss
watch, a striking and witty
way to contrast the rich and
poor. This took on comic di-
mensions when the Swiss
company patented the name
“Rolex” in Uganda.

It is portrayed with pride
as an export that has seen
Ugandans win awards for
taking the business to coun-
tries as far away as Denmark.

What else does a rolex
symbolise?

The rolex is a symbol of na-
tional identity, the same way
the Swiss watch is synony-
mous with Switzerland. It’s
a Ugandan innovation and a
symbol of nationalism. Ugan-
dans travelling abroad are
reported to long for a rolex
and become homesick.

Rolex is a symbol of di-
plomacy. The increase in its
price and reduction of its
size due to wheat scarcity
from the Ukraine-Russia war
was the most significant way
ordinary Ugandans felt the
effects of the conflict.

The rolex is a symbol of
connection between Ugan-
da’s urban and rural areas.
People (often temporarily)
move to find employment as
rolex makers or suppliers of
ingredients for them.

People cook in bright tra-
ditional clothing on large
pans under umbrellas next
to water. Aman cooks what
looks like a large omelette.

The snack breaks class and
cultural barriers. It’s con-
sumed by the rich and the
poor, the educated and the
illiterate, by all ethnic groups
and races.

But rolex kiosks also sym-
bolise the poor organisa-
tion of urban life in Uganda
where the poor hustle to
survive. Questions about
food safety arise because the
snack is made on the road-
side and can easily come into
contact with dirt. Authorities
are guilty of failing to plan
urban spaces to meaning-
fully advance the rolex busi-
nesses.

Ultimately, the rolex is
used to tells the story of
Uganda’s attempt to produce
a unified identity around a
“national meal” that caters
to a wide range of ethnic and
social groups.

Zimbabwe scraps death

poor deterrent and a stain
on Zimbabwe’s interna-
tional reputation.

Like the public, the ma-
jority of opinion leaders
felt that social policies to

penalty with new law

By Parvais Jabbar

ZIMBABWE hasn’'t ex-
ecuted anyone who was
sentenced to death since
2005. With the passing of
the Death Penalty Aboli-
tion Act 2024 on 31 De-
cember, Zimbabwe has
become the 127th country
in the world to end death
penalty.

This process began with
the introduction to parlia-
ment of an opposition pri-
vate member’s bill led by
Edwin Mushoriwa, though
some amendments were
made by the government.

Other countries, too,
have been moving away
from the death penalty.
In Africa, only seven of
the 55 states in the Afri-
can Union are “actively
retentionist”, meaning
that they sentence people
to death and have carried
out executions in the last
decade. These states in-
clude Egypt, Somalia and
South Sudan.

Twenty-six African
countries have abolished
the death penalty in law.
The most recent coun-
tries to do so include
Ghana, the Central Afri-
can Republic and Zambia.
Another 14 within the Af-
rican Union have morato-
riums on executions.

Some governments that

retain the death penalty,
such as Kenya, claim that
they can’t abolish it while
there is considerable pub-
lic support for capital
punishment. Until now,
this had been true in Zim-
babwe, too.

Over a decade ago, Zim-
babwe’s then minister of
justice, now president,
Emmerson Mnangagwa,
expressed his commit-
ment to abolition, con-
demning the death pen-
alty as an “odious and
obnoxious provision”. But
a change in policy was
not forthcoming because
some Zimbabwean politi-
cians claimed in discus-
sions with rights organisa-
tions that the public was
committed to retention.

The Death Penalty Pro-
ject has done research in
Africa, Asia and the Car-
ibbean that has shown
repeatedly that such per-
ceptions - about public
opinion being strongly in
favour of retention of a
death penalty - are false.

In 2017, we conducted
a survey of 1,200 Zimba-
bweans for data on pub-
lic attitudes to the death
penalty. We found that
most people knew and
cared little about capital
punishment. While 61%
said they supported the
death penalty, most said

they would accept aboli-
tion if it were government
policy.

In 2019, we carried out
in-depth interviews with
42 Zimbabwean opinion
leaders. They included
politicians, legal practi-
tioners and religious, civil
society and media lead-
ers. An overwhelming ma-
jority (90%) were in sup-
port of abolition.

There remain many le-
gitimate concerns about
Zimbabwe’s criminal jus-
tice system and wider
abuses of human rights,
which will not be fixed by
abolition. Nevertheless,
Zimbabweans should feel
proud to have joined the
global majority that has
consigned the death pen-
alty to the past.

In so doing, Zimbabwe-
ans have discarded a pun-
ishment that breaches the
human rights of all those
subject to it; that risks
the execution of innocent
people; that has a dispro-
portionate impact on the
poor and uneducated;
and that doesn’t reduce
violent crime any more
than a long prison sen-
tence would.

The road to abolition
The Zimbabwean path
to abolition began about
a decade ago, with a road-

map to gather evidence
for advocacy and engage-
ment with influential lo-
cal institutions and politi-
cians. The Death Penalty
Project - a UK-based char-
ity that provides free legal
assistance to those facing
the death penalty around
the world and commis-
sions research to assist
advocacy efforts - and
Veritas, a Harare-based
NGO, set out to publish
empirical studies on pub-
lic views on the death
penalty. This would test
government claims that
there was majority sup-
port for capital punish-
ment.

In Zimbabwe, as else-
where, public knowledge
about things like the num-
ber or method of execu-
tions was limited. When
we carried out our survey,
we found that six out of 10
people supported reten-
tion.

However, less than half
were certain that the
death penalty should
definitely be kept. When
presented with a range
of typical death penalty
cases, by way of a series of
scenarios, most respond-
ents were against the im-
position of the death pen-
alty in five out of the six
cases.

When asked what poli-
cies were likely to be
most effective at reducing
violent crimes, only 8% re-
ferred to executions. Most
respondents favoured
better moral education of
young people and reduc-
ing poverty - social policy
rather than criminal jus-
tice responses.

Perhaps most impor-
tantly, 80% of those who
supported the death pen-
alty made it clear that
they would be willing to
accept abolition if it were
to become government
policy.

In our study of opinion
leaders, we found that

those who could shape
policy in Zimbabwe were
much better informed on
the death penalty than
the public.

Almost two-thirds
didn’t trust the criminal
justice system to prevent
miscarriages of justice.
Most respondents were
concerned about wrong-
ful convictions and in-
nocent people being sen-
tenced to death.

The 90% who support-
ed abolition weren’t only
concerned about safety.
Most believed the death
penalty to be an abuse
of human rights, against
their religious beliefs, a

reduce poverty and edu-
cate the young were likely
to be more effective in re-
ducing violent crime than
recourse to the criminal
process. Furthermore,
most (rightly) assumed
that the public would ac-
cept a decision by parlia-
ment to abolish the death
penalty.

Research for policy

In dismantling this per-
ceived barrier to abolition,
our research attracted
Mnangagwa’s support. In
a foreword to the opinion
leaders’ study, the Zimba-
bwean president wrote:

Most Zimbabweans
know that the death pen-
alty is a subject on which
I feel deeply. As I have said
in the past, I believe it to
be a flagrant violation of
the right to life and digni-
ty ... It is my sincere hope
that, in the near future,
Zimbabwe will formally
abolish the penalty by re-
moving it from our statute
books.

While ultimately abo-
lition in Zimbabwe, as
elsewhere, was achieved
through political leader-
ship, efforts by local and
international civil soci-
ety organisations played
a significant role, and our
empirical research was
crucial in supporting this
endeavour.
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Investors paper wealth Global central banks tiptoe

on DSE grows by
3.5trn/- in 12 months

By Guardian Reporter

Investors on the Dar es Salaam
Stock Exchange (DSE) equities mar-
ket saw their paper wealth expand-
ing by 3.2trn/- during the period of
twelve months ended on December
31, 2024.

The DSE’s market reports show
that this resulted from the increase
of the market capitalisation to
17.8trn/- during the end of last year,
from 14.6trn/- recorded during the
end of 2023.

The increase of market capitalisa-
tion resulted from gaining of share
prices among local and cross listed
companies.

However, the major expansions
of wealth on paper were recorded
by cross listed companies, specifi-
cally East African Breweries Limit-
ed (EABL), Kenya Commercial Bank
(KCB) and Jubilee Holdings Limited
(JHL).

According to the reports, the com-
bined value of domestically listed
companies increased by 800bn/-
after closing at 12.2trn/- during the
end of last year from 11.4trn/- re-
corded at the end of 2023, driven by
increase of share prices in banking,
manufacturing and services coun-
ters.

Analysts say the equity market
during 2024 saw a mix of stabil-
ity and strategic growth, driven by
key developments in the economy,
regulatory adjustments, and inves-
tor behavior.

“The DSE experienced modest
growth in 2024, with a focus on
blue-chip stocks, particularly in
banking, industrial, and telecom-
munication sectors,” an analyst
said.

The All Share Index (DSEI)
showed resilience, benefiting from
improved macroeconomic stabil-
ity and investor confidence in the
market.

The report shows banking shares
have been a key driver, supported
by Dbetter-than-expected finan-
cial results from major banks and
strong credit growth fueled by fa-
vorable monetary policies.

Industrial stocks, particularly ce-
ment and manufacturing compa-
nies, also gained traction due to in-
creased construction activities and
government infrastructure projects
while telecom sector maintained
steady performance, backed by the
growing adoption of digital services
and increased mobile money trans-
actions.

Despite growth in market capi-
talization, liquidity remains a
challenge. Efforts by the Capital
Markets and Securities Authority
(CMSA) and the DSE to attract re-
tail and institutional investors have
yielded mixed results.

The introduction of digital trad-
ing platforms and investor educa-
tion programs has increased par-
ticipation, but trading volumes
remain relatively low compared to
regional peers.

However, market analysts said
there was limited activity in initial
public offerings (IPOs) in 2024.

However, discussions around po-

tential listings from energy, logis-
tics, and fintech companies stirred
investor interest.

Companies are also being en-
couraged to list through regulatory
incentives, which could boost mar-
ket activity in the future.

The Tanzanian government,
through CMSA, has implemented
measures to enhance market trans-
parency and attract foreign inves-
tors.

Recent reforms in tax regulations
and efforts to align market opera-
tions with global standards have
improved investor sentiment.

Limited retail investor participa-
tion and low trading volumes con-
tinue to impact market dynamism,
economic uncertainty caused by
global economic pressures, includ-
ing inflation and foreign exchange
volatility, have posed risks to inves-
tor confidence.

According to analyst, the eg-
uity market is expected to remain
steady in the coming months; with
key drivers being strong economic
growth projected at 5-6, continued
expansion in sectors like energy,
infrastructure, and digital services.

The equity market holds poten-
tial, particularly if structural chal-
lenges such as liquidity and inves-
tor participation are addressed.

“The future of Tanzania’s equity
market in 2025 looks promising,
driven by economic growth, tech-
nological advancements, and ongo-
ing regulatory reforms. Below are
the key factors shaping the outlook
for 2025,” commented one of the
analysts

Tanzania’s projected GDP growth
rate of 5-6 percent in 2025 provides
a solid foundation for the equity
market.

Key contributors include infra-
structure development, agriculture
modernization and stable inflation
within manageable levels that will
bolster investor confidence.

Banking stocks will likely main-
tain dominance, driven by in-
creased financial inclusion, digi-
tal banking expansion, and credit
growth to SMEs. Also, new invest-
ments in natural gas, renewable en-
ergy, and mining projects may lead
to IPOs or improved performance
of existing players.

Efforts to improve market liquid-
ity will likely gain momentum spe-
cifically full adoption of mobile and
online trading platforms by the DSE
will attract younger, tech-savvy in-
vestors.

According to analysts awareness
campaigns and investment literacy
programs are expected to increase
participation by retail investors.

Collaboration with the East Afri-
can Community (EAC) markets may
drive cross-border trading activity
and foreign investment inflows.

“2025 could see a rise in IPOs,
particularly in sectors like energy,
logistics, fintech, and manufactur-
ing. Companies may be encouraged
by government tax incentives for
listing, increased demand for pub-
lic equity as businesses seek to raise
capital for expansion,” said an ana-
lyst.
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toward rate decrease under

Donald Trump's sh

US President Elect Donald Trump

WASHINGTON

LOBAL central bank-
ers are poised to cut
borrowing costs fur-
ther in 2025, but only
warily — and with a keen eye
on the policies of incoming US
President Donald Trump.

While almost all major econ-
omies should see monetary
easing during the coming year,
the pace is likely to slow.

Bloomberg Economics pro-
jects its aggregate measure of
advanced-world interest rates
to drop just 72 basis points in
2025, less than it did in 2024.

The shifts in that gauge tell a
tale both of easing cycles that
have already progressed, of
lingering caution about infla-
tion pressures that might yet
need to fully dissipate, and
of the unknowns posed by
the impending second era of
Trump.

The next US president is a
haunting presence for central
bankers around the world. If
enacted, his threatened trade
tariffs could hurt economic
growth, and stoke consumer
prices too in the event of re-
taliation.

In the US itself, the Federal
Reserve has already switched
its attention to the danger of
resurgent inflation, curbing
the prospect for much easing
for now. Other major coun-
terparts, from the euro zone
to the UK, are poised to keep
lowering borrowing costs to
aid economic growth, but with
no sign of a hurry.

Out of 23 central banks fo-
cused on in this quarterly
guide, just two may end the
year with higher rates. Japan’s
hiking cycle is likely to contin-
ue, while Brazilian officials re-
main set on action to contain
fiscally driven inflation.

“For central banks on the
path to policy normalization,
the last mile won’t be smooth.
Uneven progress toward 2 per-

cent inflation, shocks from the
incoming Trump administra-
tion, and uncertainty about
neutral rates all add to poten-
tial for surprises. Bloomberg
Economics sees the average
advanced-economy  central
bank rate headed from 3.6 per-
cent at end 2024 to 2.9 percent
at end 2025. Sometimes even
short distances are hard to
travel,” says Tom Orlik, global
chief economist, Bloomberg
Economcs.

According to Bloomberg
Economics, markets are even-
ly split on a quarter-point cut
by March with a move fully
priced by June and an almost
70 percent chance of a second
reduction by year-end.

The Fed delivered one more
quarter-point cut in Decem-
ber, but new forecasts showed
many policymakers had seen
enough - at least for a couple
months — and are pushing the
pause button. Policymakers
signaled just a half-percentage
point of reductions for 2025.

Just a few months after the
US labor market appeared
dangerously close to tipping
over, the Fed’s focus is now
firmly back on inflation, which
appears to have stalled above
their 2 percent target. Chair
Jerome Powell made clear of-
ficials will have to see renewed
progress on that front before
they move again.

Powell expressed a fair
amount of confidence that
monetary policy remains
meaningfully restrictive and
inflation will continue moving
down.

But based on new inflation
forecasts and projections of
the so-called neutral rate -
where policy is neither help-
ing nor hurting the economy -
many of his colleagues appear
more skeptical.

“The FOMC struck a hawk-
ish posture at the last meeting
of 2024, disappointing market
expectations with only 50 ba-

i

sis points of anticipated 2025
cuts. Justifying that stance, in-
flation data early in 2025 will
likely be solid due to residual
seasonality. Even so, we think
the Fed ultimately will have to
cut by 75 bps in each of 2025
and 2026, as the unemploy-
ment rate continues to climb,
ending 2025 at 4.7% and 5.0%
in 2026,”, said Anna Wong.

In Eurozone, traders expect
a 25-basis-point cut this month
followed by three more by the
end of June and a 25 percent
chance of a fifth by the end of
the year.

After a slow start, the ECB
has embarked on a steady path
of rate cuts that will likely take
the deposit rate to 2 percent
by the middle of this year in
a series of back-to-back quar-
ter-point steps. While the op-
tion of larger moves has been
brought up by some officials,
the majority sees no urgency
to increase the pace.

While headline inflation is
expected to settle at the ECB’s
2 percent target in the course
of 2025, services prices are still
rising at nearly twice that rate,
adding to lingering concerns
over wages that have prevent-
ed policymakers from sound-
ing the all clear.

Economic growth is seen
picking up after a winter lull,
bolstered by a rebound in pri-
vate spending.

“Signs have emerged of a
slowdown in GDP growth and
we expect the threat of tariffs
to weigh on activity as invest-
ment decisions are put on
hold. Headline inflation will
move below the 2 percent tar-
get in early 2025, wage growth
is slowing and profit margins
have stopped expanding. Re-
strictive policy has become
hard to justify and we expect
back-to-back rate cuts until
March, followed by quarterly
moves, until the deposit rate
hits 2 percent. That’s our es-
timate of neutral,” said David

adow

Powell, economist, Bloomberg
Economics.

InJapan, Money markets are
betting on a gradual pace of
tightening, pricing a quarter-
point hike by May followed by
another toward year-end.

Bank of Japan Governor Ka-
zuo Ueda faces a tough deci-
sion on the timing of his next
rate hike.

Inflation has continued at or
above the BOJ’s 2 percent tar-
get for more than 2 1/2 years.
With the economy growing,
that seems a long enough
stretch to raise rates from a
very low level. A hike would
also help support the embat-
tled yen.

But the January meeting
comes just four days after
Trump’s inauguration. Ueda
has cited his policies among
key uncertainties warranting
caution. Waiting until March
would give Ueda more clar-
ity on the US economy and
on the domestic wage trend.
It would also give Prime Min-
ister Shigeru Ishiba’s minority
government more time to pass
a budget.

“We expected Ueda to lay
the groundwork for a rate hike
in January at the December
meeting. Turns out, he didn’t
— his cautious approach sug-
gests the BOJ wants to keep
some leeway to move when
market and political condi-
tions are conducive. We still
have high conviction that it
will hike rates in January. The
reason - inflation looks in-
creasingly likely to stay around
the BOJ’s 2 percent target. The
yen’s tumble will also add up-
side risks,” said Taro Kimura,
economist.

In UK, money market wagers
favor policymakers to deliver
a quarter-point cut in Febru-
ary and fully price a second
reduction by November, with a
30 percent chance of a third in
December.

The Bank of Endland (BOE)
signaled it plans to stick with
its once-a-quarter pace to rate
cuts for now, even as domestic
price pressures and uncertain-
ty abroad build. Markets see a
third reduction of the cycle as
more likely than not in Febru-
ary, when the UK central bank
will also deliver new forecasts
and their annual stocktake of
the economy’s growth capac-
ity.

Governor Andrew Bailey
doubled down on the need for
“gradual” cuts at the Decem-
ber meeting, largely dismiss-
ing a surprise jump in wage
growth and pickup in inflation
in the days before.

The outlook for rates beyond
February is likely to depend
on the fallout from the Labour
government’s first budget and
any impact from the resur-
gence of global trade tensions.

“The BOE has indicated it in-
tends to lower borrowing costs
gradually. We expect it to ease
at a quarterly pace in 2025
with rates ending the year at
3.75%. That would bring them
to a more neutral level as the
BOE balances above target
inflation with a labor market
that is tight but cooling. We
think there’s limited room to
cut rates much further without
stoking inflationary pressure,”
commented Dan Hanson, an
economist.
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HE digital mar-

keting landscape

is undergoing

significant trans-
formation, with emerging
technologies and evolving
customer expectations re-
shaping how businesses
connect with their audi-
ences.

Let us explore the “digital
marketing plan for 2025”
whereby we explore the
shifts, offers and practical
advice on how companies
can prepare for the chal-
lenges and opportunities
ahead.

One of the central themes
is the growing importance
of data privacy. Govern-
ments and regulatory bod-
ies around the world are
introducing stricter rules to
protect consumer data, and
businesses must respond

accordingly. Transparency
in data collection and usage
is no longer a competitive
advantage it is a require-
ment.

There is a need for the em-
phasis of building trust with
consumers through ethical
practices and clear commu-
nication. It will be essential
for businesses to maintain
customer loyalty. Without
transparency, brands risk
damaging their reputations
and losing market share in
an increasingly competitive
environment.

The transformative poten-
tial of artificial intelligence
(Al) and machine learning
is another key topic covered
in my articles in 2024. These
technologies have become
indispensable tools in the
marketer’s toolkit, enabling
businesses to personalize

DIGITAL .
MARKETING

customer experiences, pre-
dict market trends, and op-
timize campaigns.

For instance, Al can help
identify customer prefer-
ences more accurately, al-
lowing brands to deliver tai-
lored content that resonates
with individual users. Addi-
tionally, machine learning
algorithms can analyse vast
amounts of data to uncover
patterns and insights that
would otherwise remain
hidden.

Marketers are encouraged
to embrace these tools, not
as replacements for human
creativity, but as enhance-
ments that can improve ef-
ficiency and drive innova-
tion.

However, leveraging these
technologies requires prep-
aration. Businesses must
invest in upskilling their
teams to understand and
implement Al effectively.

Businesses that are com-
peting for a bigger market

share should focus on build-
ing internal capabilities or
collaborating with external
experts to maximize the
benefits of Al-driven strate-
gies. By doing so, they can
create more impactful cam-
paigns that deliver measur-
able results.

Another pressing issue
that I highlighted in 2024 is
the rapid pace of change in
the digital ecosystem. New
platforms, technologies,
and consumer behaviours
are emerging faster than
ever, making it crucial for
businesses to remain agile.

Organizations that fail to
adapt, risk being left behind
as competitors seize the ad-
vantage of early adoption.
In 2024, 1 also emphasized
on the importance of con-
tinuous learning and stay-
ing informed about indus-

OUTLOOK 2025: .
Transition finance depends on

clear, market-aligned policy

try trends. For marketers,
this means regularly updat-
ing their skills, experiment-
ing with new tools, and
remaining flexible in their
strategies.

Moreover, businesses
must prioritize a customer-
first approach in their mar-
keting efforts. In a world
where consumer expecta-
tions are higher than ever,
delivering value and au-
thenticity is paramount.

I also pointed out that
brands must go beyond sim-
ply selling products; they
need to create meaningful
connections with their au-
diences. Whether through
personalized communica-
tion, social responsibility
initiatives, or innovative ex-
periences, businesses that
put their customers at the
centre of their strategies are

more likely to succeed in
the long term.

In conclusion, “Your digi-
tal marketing plan for 2025”
is your roadmap for navi-
gating the complexities of
the digital future. The key
to success lies in embrac-
ing technological advance-
ments like Al, prioritizing
transparency in data prac-
tices, and maintaining a
commitment to continuous
learning.

By staying ahead of trends
and putting customers first,
businesses can craft strate-
gies that not only meet the
demands of today but also
prepare them for the chal-
lenges of tomorrow.

Alley Mtatya is Adver-
tising, Marketing, Brand-
ing and Customer Experi-
ence Expert based in Dar
es Salaam

60pc of Africa’s
investment funds
held overseas

By Guardian Correspondent

By Emma McGarthy

GLOBAL public investors are
increasingly recognising the risks
associated with climate change
and are exploring portfolio strat-
egies to support the decommis-
sioning of dirtier industries. To
do this, it is crucial they imple-
ment clear and credible transi-
tion plans.

In ‘Global public funds and
transition finance’, OMFIF spoke
with public investors to uncov-
er the opportunities, risks and
challenges in the decarbonisa-
tion drive. The report, which
launched at COP29 in Baku in No-
vember, is based on the conver-
sations of the Transition Finance
Working Group, featuring public
pension and sovereign funds
with a combined £5tn in assets
under management.

One fund interviewed for the
report stated that asset owners
need to understand ‘what the
decarbonisation levers are, what
the abatement costs are. Being
able to develop that map curve is
really important for the next five
Or so years.’

Despite this, the majority of
asset owners do not yet track
the transition plans of the com-
panies they invest in. An asset
owner declared that ‘most listed
companies have transition plans
but the ones with credible plans
are few’. As funds implement
net-zero targets and portfolio
transition strategies, establishing

assessment processes to meas-
ure and benchmark their supply
chain activities is essential.

Barriers persist

One fund noted that evaluat-
ing the efficacy and the finan-
cial viability of transition plans
is challenging due to divergence
in approaches across sectors and
jurisdictions. Another fund ob-
served that, ‘for some of the gen-
eration facilities, especially in
the US, the transition plan in the
next 10 years isn’t really there’.
This contributes to the lack of
timely and reliable data, which
remains a barrier to developing
credible transition plans.

There are conflicting dynamics
between government approach-
es and investors’ transition
plans. ‘Countries whose econo-
mies will be 30 percent of global
gross domestic product in 2050
admitted that they wouldn’t be
able to reach net zero until be-
tween 2060 and 2070, said one
fund. ‘So, to be an institutional

investor and reach net zero by
2050, you either need there to
be an aggressive increase of am-
bition in nationally determined
contributions or an implicit com-
mitment to divest probably 50%
of the world’s assets by 2050.”

It is clear that the current pol-
icy environment is not aligned
with market outcomes. For there
to be meaningful progress in
2025, policy-makers need to pro-
vide more clarity and incentives
for stakeholders to invest in the
transition.

What needs to change?

Consistency in reporting ques-
tions and survey models would
enable the investor community
to meet disclosure requirements.

Guidelines can help stakehold-
ers in understanding transition
opportunities. Global public in-
vestors are engaging with stake-
holders and supply chains to be-
gin decarbonisation, and some
have taken active steps to invest
in and decommission dirtier
industries. However, there is a
need for criteria and guidelines
for shareholders, clients and risk
managers to aid in understand-
ing what a transition investment
is and how asset ownership is
taking place.

‘I think if you could come up
with a way to certify that this is
a transition investment and have
high conviction it will deliver the
absolute emissions reductions,
hopefully institutions could go
to their stakeholders and say:

“I'm planning to put 25 percent
of my balance sheet into things
that are grey, that are headline
level.” We’re only going to do
these where our partners have
high conviction in the ability to
decarbonise. But at the moment
that would require hundreds of
institutions to be reneging upon
commitments,” said one fund.

Consistent standards and an
incentivising policy environment
will play important roles in en-
suring the financial market tran-
sitions, and huge strides have
been made in this regard. How-
ever, there is a fine line between
the need for standards, criteria
and metrics to support transition
and an overbearing proliferation
of frameworks that do not ac-
count for varying capacity and
needs. Clearer definition on tran-
sition investments and funds is
evidently needed, and guidance
on how to manage asset owner-
ship would help global public in-
vestors to unlock opportunities
in the transition.

In OMFIF’s conversations with
public investors, the Internation-
al Sustainability Standards Board
received a ringing endorsement
as the preferred body to drive
interoperability and consistency.
As we go into 2025, let us hope
that authorities across jurisdic-
tions and industries listen and
adopt ISSB across the economy.

Emma McGarthy (pictured)
is Head of the Sustainable
Policy Institute, OMFIF

Residents and
land officers
struggle to
pull a car out
of deep mud
at the bor-
der between
Gendagenda
and Mtonga
villages. The
vehicle was
stuck due to
the poor road
conditions,
which worsen
significantly
during the
rainy sea-
son. Photo:
Guardian
Correspondent
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Villagers appeal for construction
of 36-km road in Handeni district

By Correspondent Beatrice
Philemon

Over 14,000 residents of Genda-
genda village and Mgambo Ward
in Handeni District, Tanga Region,
have appealed to the government
to construct a 36-km road linking
Gendagenda to Kabuku and other
areas.

The poor road condition, com-
pounded by clay soil, renders the
road impassable during the rainy
season, disrupting transportation
for cars and motorcycles.

This challenge hampers eco-
nomic activities, including trans-
porting farm produce such as
maize, oranges, sesame, paddy,
and mangoes to markets.

Bakari Athuman, chairman of

the Mjumikwekige network in
Mgambo Ward, emphasized the
urgency of government interven-
tion during a recent visit by jour-
nalists and staff from the Tanzania
Community Forest Conservation
Network (MJUMITA) and the Tan-
zania Forest Conservation Group
(TFCG).

The visit assessed the impact
of the Integrated Forest Biomass

Energy Solutions for Tanzania (IF-
BEST) project in the district.

Athuman stressed that a better
road meeting gravel standards
would enhance economic devel-
opment, improve access to ser-
vices, and facilitate sustainable
charcoal production under the
IFBEST project.

The project, funded by the Eu-
ropean Union with 5.4bn/-, sup-
ports community-based forest
management across eight villages
in Handeni, Pangani, and Kilindi
districts.

"The government’s support is
crucial. Poor road infrastructure
affects food production, access
to health services, and increases
transportation costs for farm
inputs and produce,” Athuman
stated.

Athuman called on leaders in
Handeni and Pangani districts to
collaborate on constructing the
road, ensuring the development
and prosperity of Gendagenda
and neighboring communities.

IFBEST project manager Simon
Lugazo added that Gendagenda
residents have already designated
4,799.5 hectares of village land for
forest reserves under community-
based management.

Improved infrastructure will
enable villagers to fully benefit
from the project, which aims to
enhance sustainable charcoal
production and economic growth.

About 60 percent of investment funds dedicated
to Africa are registered outside the continent.

This figure comes from a study commissioned
by the MasterCard Foundation in partnership with
Mennonite Economic Development Associates
(MEDA) and conducted by a team of international
experts, including Momentus Global (formerly In-
ternational Financial Consulting), Samawati Capital
Partners, and Stafford Law.

Places like Luxembourg, Delaware, and Dublin
are more associated with tax havens and global
financial hubs than with Africa. Yet, these places
are where funds intended to finance African SMEs
and the continent’s vital infrastructure are based.
This situation reflects Africa’s structural challenges
rather than an isolated anomaly.

The main reason behind this issue is that Africa
has not yet become indispensable to global inves-
tors. International investors prefer jurisdictions
that offer stability, reliable laws, and predictable

courts.

Luxembourg, the world’s second-largest fund
hub with $5 trillion in assets under management,
is an example of how clear regulations, expert legal
frameworks, and favorable tax policies attract fund
managers. Singapore, with nearly $5 trillion in as-
sets, offers similar benefits.

In contrast, many African countries struggle with
slow bureaucracies, vague laws, and economic
instability. This deters investment, especially in
promising sectors like SMEs, which account for
80% of formal employment on the continent.

A 2024 report on fund domiciliation in Africa
highlights a $940 billion funding gap for SMEs. This
gap perpetuates a vicious cycle: limited funding
leads to slow growth and reduced attractiveness for
investors. Not all of Africa is absent from the global
investment map. Mauritius has secured a strong
position as a financial hub, attracting nearly $20
billion in investments. Its success stems from clear
regulations, investor-friendly tax policies, and an
open-door strategy for international capital.

South Africa also stands out, with pension funds
playing an active role. The Asset Owners Forum
of South Africa (AOFSA) has mobilized over $500
million for local projects. Despite political and
economic challenges, the country benefits from a
strong financial sector and skilled professionals.

Rwanda is pursuing a niche approach with its Ki-
gali International Financial Centre (KIFC), focusing
on sectors like technology and social impact. This
bold strategy is beginning to show results, even for

a small nation.

Many African countries, including Nigeria, the
continent’s largest economy, are still struggling to

economic growth.

a central role.

CURRENTNEWS

attract funds. Nigeria holds public assets worth
$43.6 billion but has yet to create an attractive in-
vestment environment. Cote d’Ivoire and Togo in
West Africa are making efforts to position them-
selves as regional hubs, but progress has been slow.

Despite these challenges, Africa has immense
untapped potential. Pension funds across the con-
tinent manage hundreds of billions of dollars, often
underutilized. Redirecting these resources toward
SMEs, infrastructure, and innovation could drive

To reverse this trend, concrete efforts are crucial.
African nations must simplify their legal frame-
works, enforce contracts, and mobilize local capi-
tal. Institutions like national social security funds,
deposit and consignment funds, pension funds,
and public development banks, which collectively
manage hundreds of billions of dollars, must play

African pension funds currently manage over
$600 billion, with $500 billion in South Africa and
$33 billion in Nigeria.

By 2050, these assets could grow to $7.3 trillion.
This massive resource, if used strategically, could
reduce perceived risks for private investors and at-
tract additional capital. Public development banks,
with over $100 billion in total assets, also hold long-

term resources that could be better utilized.
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S financial moves to become a millionaire in 2025

By Melissa Houston

ITH the right

strategy and

mindset, be-

coming a
millionaire is no longer a
distant dream. It is possible,
but it takes work and it’s not
a get rich quick overnight
scheme. You need to be
committed to reaching your
goal. Success takes time,
discipline, and consistency,
but the journey is worth it.
When you set clear goals,
build a plan, and follow it,
the path to wealth becomes
clear and attainable.

With digital opportunities
and increased access to fi-
nancial tools, there has nev-
er been a better time to take
control of your financial fu-
ture. Whether you are start-
ing from scratch or looking
to accelerate your progress,
today’s financial landscape
offers endless possibilities
to build and grow wealth.

Let’s explore five financial
moves you can start today to
reach millionaire status:

1. Create your wealth
building plan

Create clear financial
goals and build your plan
to attain it. Calculate how
much money you need to
reach $1 million in net worth
then calculate how much

you need to invest to reach
that goal. Do you need to
make more money to reach
that goal? Do you need to
reduce your debt level? Do
you know your investment
targets? Ensure that you
build your financial plan

that takes all those ques-
tions into account.

2. Maximize your in-
come streams

To reach millionaire sta-
tus you may need to add
income sources such as
a side hustle, freelancing

.....

s

work and building passive
income ideas. Identify ar-
eas where your skills match
market demand. This is
where you can either scale
your business or career.
If working 9-to-5 you can
invest in career develop-

ment and negotiate a raise.
If launching or scaling your
business, invest in the tools
and resources it takes to do
so.
3. Invest strategically
and consistently

Start  investing now.

Whether you choose to in-
vest in stocks, bonds, or real
estate, be sure to diversify
your portfolio and balance
risk with a mix of assets. Set
up automatic contributions
and slowly build your in-
vestments. Even if it’s small

Trends shaping S.Africa’s
business landscape 2025

CAPETOWN

RAPID technological inno-
vation, shifting societal priori-
ties, and a heightened focus
on sustainability from busi-
nesses across all sectors are
shaping the global landscape
as we rapidly approach 2025.

Some key trends that have
become apparent include the
rise of Al, the expansion of
green technologies, and the
adoption of immersive experi-
ences.

South African businesses
follow and adapt to emerg-
ing global trends, and hearing
from business leaders from a
variety of sectors helps us un-
derstand where we are head-
ing in 2025:

Cashless payments, MNO
super apps and digital cur-
rencies

The global payments land-
scape is undergoing a rapid
transformation. New tech-
nologies coupled with the
rising demand for seamless,
secure, and efficient transac-
tions have spurred on an ex-
citing new era of innovation
and growth. With 2025 fast
approaching, Luke Kyohere,
group chief product and in-
novation officer at Onafriq,
points out some important
trends that will shape the fu-
ture of payments.

“Until recently, real-time
payments have been used in
Africa for cross-border mo-
bile money payments, but less
so for traditional payments.
We are seeing companies like
Mastercard investing in this
area, as well as central banks
in Africa putting focus on this.

In 2025, we will also see
the continued acceleration of

cashless payments across Af-
rica. B2B payments in particu-
lar will also increase. Digital
payments began between in-
dividuals but are now becom-
ing commonplace for larger
corporate transactions.

In the cryptocurrency
space, we will see an increase
in the use of stablecoins like
United States Digital Currency
(USDC) and Tether (USDT)
which are linked to US dollars.
These will come to replace
traditional cryptocurrencies
as their price point is more
stable.

This year, many countries
will begin preparing for Cen-
tral Bank Digital Currencies
(CBDCs), government-backed
digital currencies which use
blockchain. The increased up-
take of digital currencies re-
flects the maturity of distrib-
uted ledger technology and
improved API availability.

Lastly, to get more from their
platforms, mobile network
operators are building com-
prehensive service platforms,
integrating multiple payment
experiences into a single app.
This reflects the shift of many
users moving from text-based
services to mobile apps.

Rather than offering a single
service, super apps are pack-
ing many other services into a
single app. For example, apps
which may have previously
been used primarily for lend-
ing, now have options for sav-
ing and paying bills.”

Al-powered insights

Businesses have adopted
Al into their everyday use,
simply because it allows for a
more efficient operation. Al-
powered insights are becom-
ing increasingly prominent

because of the ability to ana-
lyse big data quickly and pro-
vide actionable recommen-
dations for both the business
and the consumer.

“As we approach 2025, busi-
nesses are increasingly lev-
eraging technology to create
more connected, resilient,
and intelligent operations.
From automation and Al-pow-
ered insights to enhanced cus-
tomer experiences through
unified platforms, technology
is fuelling a wave of transfor-
mation.

“At Zoho, were observing
a growing shift toward inte-
grated solutions that simplify
processes while driving agil-
ity and innovation. In the year
ahead, we anticipate further
advancements in Al-driven
personalisation, broader
adoption of low-code plat-
forms for faster deployments,
and a stronger emphasis on
data security and privacy.

“These developments will
not only reshape how busi-
nesses operate but also rede-
fine the way they engage with
customers—enabling deeper,
more meaningful connec-
tions,” says Andrew Bourne
Zoho regional country man-
ager.

The future of property:
Foreign investment, sus-
tainability, and AI

The new year could see us
bring significant shifts in the
property and lending sectors,
largely driven by technologi-
cal advancements and chang-
ing consumer behaviours.
With these developments in
play, there are a few trends
that can be expected to alter
and transform the property
market next year.

VIEW FROM THE TOP

amounts, invest now.

4. Eliminate debt

If you are carrying credit
card debt and loans, these
drain resources. You need
to pay off debt as quickly
as possible. If your credit
score is suffering find ways
to boost your credit score so
that you can access better
rates. Reinvest savings from
debt payments into wealth
building activities.

5. Protect your wealth

You are your largest as-
set, and you need to protect
the income you generate.
Be sure to protect yourself
with health, life, and prop-
erty insurance. Build an
emergency fund where you
save a minimum of three to
six months of expenses that
you keep in a high interest
savings account.

The bottom line is that to
become a self-made million-
aire requires focus, strategy,
and action. When you fol-
low these tips, they will help
you build a solid foundation
for financial success.

The journey to $1 million
starts with a single step, so
take action and watch your
wealth grow. And remem-
ber that financial success
is more than just the num-
bers; it’s about creating op-
tions, opportunities, and a
legacy for the future.

Five key charts to watch in
global commodity markets

T T

By Doug Alexander & Yvonne
Yue Li

A basket of the world’s key
commodities rose in 2024,
helped in part to gold’s stel-
lar run. Coffee and cocoa were
top performers among raw
materials, much to the chagrin
of chocolate lovers and coffee
drinkers yearning for lower
prices. And crude oil stock-
piles at the largest US storage
hub have fallen to the lowest
seasonal level since 2007.

Despite impressive gains
from coffee to gold, a key
gauge of raw material prices
ended up being close to an av-
erage year for performance.

The Bloomberg Commodity
Spot Index — which tracks 24
energy, metal and agricultural
contracts — rose 6.3percent
for the year, reversing the de-
cline seen in 2023.

A rally of Comex gold fu-
tures, the biggest component
of the index, helped lift the
BCOM, though plunging pric-
es for agricultural crops such
as wheat, corn and soybeans
limited the gauge’s perfor-
mance.

0il

US crude inventories shrank
by 1 million barrels in the last
full week of 2024 as stock-
piles in the vital storage hub

of Cushing, Oklahoma, held
to a 17-year seasonal low. The
dwindling supply has pushed
up the premium of West
Texas Intermediate futures
contracts in the near term.
The so-called prompt spread
is hovering at three-month
highs, signaling supply tight-
ness.

Softs

Cocoa and coffee were the
top performing commodi-
ties in 2024, with a relent-
less rally that’s sure to make
chocolate lovers and cap-
puccino drinkers cringe in
the coming months. Leading
coffee producers have been
looking at price hikes as one
way to mitigate a surge in
the cost of arabica beans, the
kind favored by chains such
as Starbucks Corp. Choco-
late fans have been suffering
the impacts of cocoa’s gains
for months, with candy bars
getting more expensive and
smaller. That’s expected to
continue through 2025.

Gold

Investors sold off gold-
backed exchange-traded
funds for a fourth straight
year, with holdings declining
3.2 percent in 2024. While
optimism of interest rate cuts
by the Federal Reserve in
2024 helped gold ETFs regain

some ground in 2024, the US
election results in November
ended that momentum.

A stronger dollar following
Donald Trump’s election win
saw a renewed selloff of gold
ETFs, with bullion prices de-
clining from an all-time high
as investors redirected mon-
ey elsewhere, including equi-
ties and Bitcoin.

Green Hydrogen

Green hydrogen has been
touted as a key fuel for a
carbon-free future, but it’ll
remain far more expensive
than previously thought for
decades to come, according
to BloombergNEF estimates.

BNEF had in the past fore-
cast steep declines in the
price of green hydrogen,
which is made by splitting it
from water with machines
called electrolyzers running
on renewable power.

In its latest forecast, the
firm more than tripled its
2050 cost estimate, citing
higher expenses for those
electrolyzers. 1Its outlook
doesn’t include subsidies or
other government incentives
for making the fuel, such as
new rules by the Biden ad-
ministration that loosened
some stringent safeguards on
a tax credit worth billions of
dollars for hydrogen produc-
tion.
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Canada PM Trudeau

Is likely to

dllnounce

resignation - source

OTTAWA

CANADIAN Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau is increasingly likely to announce
he intends to step down, though he has
not made a final decision, a source familiar
with Trudeau’s thinking said on Sunday.

The source spoke to Reuters after the
Globe and Mail reported that Trudeau was
expected to announce as early as Monday
that he would quit as leader of Canada’s
ruling Liberal Party after nine years in of-
fice.

The source requested anonymity be-
cause they were not authorized to speak
publicly.

Trudeau’s departure would leave the
party without a permanent head at a time
when polls show the Liberals will badly
lose to the official opposition Conserva-

tives in an election that must be held by
late October.

Sources told the Globe and Mail that
they did not know definitely when Trudeau
would announce his plans to leave but said
they expect it would happen before an
emergency meeting of Liberal legislators
on Wednesday.

An increasing number of Liberal parlia-
mentarians, alarmed by a series of gloomy
polls, have publicly urged Trudeau to quit.

The prime minister’s office did not imme-
diately respond to a request for comment
outside regular business hours. The prime
minister’s regularly published schedule for
Monday said he would participate virtually
in a cabinet committee meeting on Cana-
da-US relations.

It remains unclear whether Trudeau will
leave immediately or stay on as prime min-

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau leaves after a cabinet meeting on Parliament

Hill in Ottawa, on Dec 20, 2024. AP

ister until a new Liberal leader is
selected, the Globe and Mail report
added.

Calls to resign grow

Trudeau took over as Liberal
leader in 2013 when the party was
in deep trouble and had been re-
duced to third place in the House of
Commons for the first time.

If he does resign, it would likely
spur fresh calls for a quick election
to put in place a stable government
able to deal with the administration
of President-elect Donald Trump
for the next four years.

The prime minister has discussed
with Finance Minister Dominic
LeBlanc whether he would be will-
ing to step in as interim leader and
prime minister, one source told the
newspaper, adding that this would
be unworkable if LeBlanc plans to
run for the leadership.

Trudeau, 53, had been able to
fend off Liberal legislators worried
about the polls and the loss of safe

seats in two special elections.

But calls for him to step aside
have grown since December, when
Trudeau tried to demote Finance
Minister Chrystia Freeland, one of
his closest cabinet allies, after she
pushed back against his proposals
for more spending.

Freeland quit instead and penned
a letter accusing Trudeau of “politi-
cal gimmicks” rather than focusing
on what was best for the country.

Trudeau propelled the Liberals
to power in 2015 promising “sunny
ways” and a progressive agenda that
promoted the rights of women and
a promise to fight climate change.

But the everyday realities of gov-
erning gradually wore him down
and like many Western leaders, the
need to deal with the effects of the
pandemic ate up much of his time.

Although Ottawa spent heavily to
protect consumers and businesses,
racking up record budget deficits,
this provided little protection from
public anger as prices soared.

Musk turns on Farage, says he should quit as UK Reform party leader

LONDON

ELON Musk said Nigel Farage should
quit as leader of Britain’s right-wing
Reform UK party in an abrupt with-
drawal of support by the US billion-
aire for the Brexit campaigner who is
trying to shake up the British political
establishment again.

“The Reform Party needs a new
leader. Farage doesn’t have what it
takes,” Musk said on his social media
platform X on Sunday, a few hours af-
ter Farage described him as a friend
who made Reform look “cool”.

Musk - a close ally of US President-
elect Donald Trump - had seemingly
backed Farage and posed for a photo-
graph with him last month.

Reform won 4.1 million votes or 14
percent of the total and five seats in
parliament in last July’s national elec-
tion.

Farage has previously said he is in
negotiations with Musk about the bil-
lionaire donating to Reform to help it
challenge the dominant Labour and
Conservative parties.

But Farage has distanced himself
from comments made by Musk in
support of British anti-immigration
and anti-Muslim activist Stephen
Yaxley-Lennon, known by the pseud-
onym Tommy Robinson, who is serv-
ing a prison sentence for contempt of
court.

Farage responded to Musk’s post
on Sunday saying: “Well, this is a sur-
prise! Elon is a remarkable individual
but on this I am afraid I disagree. My
view remains that Tommy Robinson
is not right for Reform and I never sell
out my principles.”

Last month, Musk endorsed the Al-

Reform UK leader Nigel Farage speaks during the New York Young Republican Club’s annual gala at Cipriani Wall Street, Dec 15, 2024, in

New York. AP

ternative for Germany, an anti-immigration,
anti-Islamic party labelled as right-wing-ex-
tremist by German security services, ahead
of national elections in February.

Musk has previously sought to influence
British politics and has criticised Prime
Minister Keir Starmer repeatedly since an-
ti-immigration riots last summer.

The Tesla founder last week backed calls
for a national inquiry into the handling of
cases of rape by men of Pakistani heritage
of underage girls by the government’s pros-
ecution service which Starmer previously
ran.

A 2014 inquiry found at least 1,400 chil-
dren were subjected to sexual exploitation

incurred Musk’s ire for re-

in Rotherham, northern England, between
1997 and 2013.

The Times said Starmer was expected to
address the criticism at a news conference
on Monday by saying he gave the green
light to prosecuting paedophile gangs in
2013 and reformed the way that child abuse
cases are handled by prosecutors.

But he was unlikely to criticise Musk di-
rectly given the billionaire’s proximity to
Trump, the newspaper said.

A spokesperson in Starmer’s office de-
clined to comment.

On Sunday, UK health minister Wes
Streeting defended Starmer and another
member of his cabinet, Jess Phillips, who

portedly saying that any
fresh inquiry into another
gang rape case should be
handled by the local au-
thority.

“It’'s all very easy to sit
there and fire off some-
thing in haste and click
‘send” when people like
Keir Starmer and Jess Phil-
lips have done the hard
yards of actually locking
up wife beaters, rapists
and paedophiles,” Street-
ing told the BBC.

Why S. Korean investigators fail
to arrest impeached president

SEOUL

SOUTH Korean investigators with the anti-corrup-
tion investigative unit on Friday failed to arrest the
impeached President Yoon Suk-yeol and left the presi-
dential residence after being blocked by the presiden-
tial security service.

The Corruption Investigation Office for High-Rank-
ing Officials (CIO) said the continued confrontation
virtually made it impossible to execute the arrest war-
rant against Yoon, which was the first in the country’s
constitutional history that an arrest warrant had been
issued against a sitting president.

WHAT HAPPENED

The CIO reportedly decided to carry out the arrest
operation early Friday morning to minimize possible
clashes with Yoon’s supporters, who were expected to
gather in larger numbers later in the day.

The Seoul Western District Court on Dec. 31 issued
the arrest warrant for Yoon, citing allegations of insur-
rection, along with a search warrant for the presiden-
tial residence.

The warrant is valid until Jan. 6. However, Yoon’s
legal team on the same day after the issuance of the
warrant issued a statement asserting that the arrest
and search warrants requested by an agency lacking
jurisdiction over insurrection charges are illegal and
invalid.

Since then, conservative supporters opposing
Yoon’s impeachment began gathering near the presi-
dential residence. On Jan. 1, Yoon addressed his sup-
porters in a letter, pledging to “fight to the end,” which
was interpreted by local media as a call to resist the
warrant’s execution.

At around 7:21 a.m. on Friday, a team of 150 person-
nel, including 30 CIO officials and 120 police officers,
arrived at the presidential residence. To prevent po-
tential clashes, over 2,800 additional police officers
were deployed around the residence. On the previous
day, police dispersed Yoon’s supporters to secure ac-
cess to the residence.

The CIO stopped the execution operation at about
1:30 p.m. local time after being blocked by the presi-
dential security service, expressing deep regret over
the attitude of Yoon who refused to comply with legal
procedures. The investigative unit added that it will
decide on future measures after relevant reviews.

WHY DID THE ARREST FAIL

Although Yoon’s presidential duties have been sus-
pended due to impeachment, he remains the sitting
president and continues to receive protection from
the security service, which operates under his com-
mand.

Since Yoon declared martial law, the security ser-
vice has followed his orders and blocked investigators
from entering the residence, citing the Presidential
Security Act and the Criminal Procedure Act. Al-
though the court clarified that the warrant was not
subject to the Criminal Procedure Act, the security
service insisted on following “legal procedures” for
security measures.

Reports indicated that the security service invoked
a clause in the Presidential Security Act allowing en-
try restrictions for security purposes.

While 80 CIO personnel managed to enter the resi-
dence area and breach two security lines, they were
stopped in front of the main building. The law en-
forcement presented the warrant to the security ser-
vice director, who, however refused entry, citing the
Presidential Security Act.

WHAT’S NEXT

After a five-hour standoff, the CIO announced that
it was suspending the operation due to safety con-
cerns. With only three days left before the warrant
expires, the chances of successful execution appear
slim unless the security service relents. The CIO has
filed charges against the security service’s leaders for
obstructing justice and summoned them for question-
ing.

The CIO is considering its next steps, including
pressuring Acting President Choi Sang-mok to request
the security service’s cooperation. If successful, Yoon
would be taken to the CIO office in Gwacheon for
questioning and later detained at the Seoul Detention
Center. The investigation would be recorded, and the
CIO would have 48 hours to decide whether to seek a
detention warrant. Should the current warrant expire
without execution, the CIO may reapply or directly re-
quest a detention warrant again.

China’s development great opportunity for Africa,

ABUJA

CHINAS remarkable transforma-
tion over recent decades is “a source
of inspiration and opportunity for
Nigeria and Africa,” former Nigerian
President Olusegun Obasanjo has
said, emphasizing the potential for
strategic collaboration to accelerate
mutual growth and development.

In arecent interview with Xinhua,
Obasanjo expressed great admira-
tion for China’s development while
reflecting on his recent visit to the
country in October 2024.

“China changes every time you
go there,” he said, underscoring the
country’s “capacity for innovation
and adaptation,” which he believes
Nigeria can learn from.

“If it has been done in China, it

can be done elsewhere,” the for-
mer president said. Obasanjo said
there are many lessons Nigeria can
take from China’s development,
highlighting China’s unique role in
fostering global peace, shared pros-
perity, strategic partnerships, and
poverty alleviation.

He added that these achieve-
ments demonstrate China’s ability
to transform its society and its po-
tential to contribute to global devel-
opment.

China has lifted 800 million peo-
ple out of poverty, “a feat unpar-
alleled in world history,” he said,
lauding Beijing for its willingness to
share its experience and help other
developing nations “learn how to
fish,” which he sees as essential for
empowering nations to create their

own wealth.

As Africa’s most populous nation
and leading economy, Nigeria has
much to gain from a deeper part-
nership with China, Obasanjo said,
noting the elevation of China-Nige-

ria ties to a comprehensive strategic
partnership in September 2024 will
help promote trust and mutually
beneficial outcomes.

He said the China-proposed ini-
tiatives like the Belt and Road Initia-

tive (BRI) offer immense opportu-
nity for Africa to boost intra-African
trade and infrastructure develop-
ment.

With over 150 nations and over
30 international organizations in-
volved, the BRI aims to enhance
global connectivity and trade, he
said, noting that improved com-
munication and transportation net-
works are critical for developing the
African continent.

While responding to concerns
about China’s expanding global in-
fluence, Obasanjo said that China’s
engagement with Africa is based on
strategic cooperation, not exploita-
tion.

“Strategic relationships mean
mutual benefit, economically, dip-
lomatically, and technologically,” he

says former Nigerian president

said, calling on Nigeria to harness its
agricultural and mineral resources
to drive industrialization and value
addition as part of this partnership.
“Fair trade, not aid, is the way for-
ward,” Obasanjo stressed.

The former president empha-
sized the importance of leadership
in promoting unity, harmony, and
shared prosperity.

He underlined the need for eq-
uity, justice, and inclusivity at all
levels of governance, warning that
a world without these principles
would be “dangerous for everyone.”

Looking ahead, Obasanjo ex-
pressed hope that Nigeria and
China, by strengthening their part-
nerships and embracing fair trade,
could jointly create a more secure,
equitable, and prosperous world.
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Israeli army intensifies strikes on Gaza
amid renewed efforts to reach truce

GAZA

THE Israeli military has ramped up
airstrikes on the Gaza Strip amid revived
negotiations in Doha aimed at halting a
15-month conflict, Palestinian officials
and witnesses reported.

The surge in attacks followed a warn-
ing earlier on Sunday from Israeli Defense
Minister Israel Katz, who vowed “stronger
strikes than Gaza has seen in a long time”
unless Hamas ceases rocket fire and re-
leases hostages. Local residents described
the raids as among the most intense since
the war began.

Mahmoud Basal, spokesperson for the
Palestinian Civil Defense, told Xinhua that
at least 17 Palestinians were killed in the
strikes on Sunday.

He detailed that five people died in an
airstrike targeting a house in the Nusei-
rat refugee camp, while four others were
killed in Jabalia.

In Khan Yunis, five were killed, and
dozens injured in a strike on a Hamas po-
lice center. Three more fatalities occurred
in two separate airstrikes in Rafah.

The Hamas-led media office reported
that the Israeli military has conducted 94
airstrikes over the past 72 hours, leaving
184 dead.

Meanwhile, the Israeli military said it
targeted 100 locations in Gaza over the
weekend, claiming to have killed dozens
of Hamas operatives.

Efforts to broker a ceasefire and prison-
er exchange deal have gained momentum

in Doha, with mediators from Egypt and
Qatar applying pressure on both sides.
Palestinian sources familiar with the dis-
cussions said Hamas has shown flexibility
toward a phased agreement.

Israeli media outlet Yedioth Ahronoth
cited officials suggesting that the talks fo-
cus on a “limited, partial deal,” including a
short-term ceasefire of six to eight weeks
and a prisoner exchange.

Mossad chief David Barnea is set to join
the Israeli delegation in Doha on Monday.

Amid the violence, civilians in Gaza
expressed mixed feelings about the pros-
pects of a truce.

Samir al-Amoudi, a displaced resident
of Khan Yunis, voiced hope for a swift res-
olution. “Every day, dozens die, and entire
families are erased. We must stop this ca-
tastrophe,” the father of six said. Others,
however, remain skeptical.

“There’s no optimism yet,” said Ahmed
al-Hams, also from Khan Yunis. “The suf-
fering grows daily - killing, destruction,
starvation. This must end.”

The war erupted on Oct. 7, 2023, when
Hamas launched a surprise attack on
southern Israel, killing 1,200 people and
taking around 250 hostages.

Israel responded with large-scale air
and ground operations in Gaza, where
over two million residents face mounting
casualties and devastation.

According to the health authorities in
Gaza’s Sunday tally, Israeli strikes have
killed approximately 45,805 Palestinians
and injured over 109,064.

Four years on, is Donald Trump
set to pardon January 6 rioters?

WASHINGTON

Four years after the January 6 Capitol
riots, attention has turned to the possibil-
ity that President-elect Donald Trump may
issue pardons to many of the more than
1,500 individuals charged in connection
with the attack, NBC News reported.

The inauguration of Trump as US Presi-
dent is scheduled to take place on January
20.

In an interview, Trump had pledged to
prioritise relief for his supporters on his
first day in office, criticising their treatment
within what he described as a “corrupt”
justice system and vowing quick action.
Although, Trump hinted at exceptions for
those he deemed “radical” or “crazy.”

In an exclusive interview with NBC
News” “Meet the Press,” Trump said that
on his first day in office, he will bring legal
relief to the January 6 rioters who he said
have been put through a “very nasty sys-
tem.”

“I'm going to be acting very quickly. First
day. They have been in there for years,
and they’re in a filthy, disgusting place that
shouldn’t even be allowed to be open,”
Trump added.

Trump further said that there “may be
some exceptions” to his pardons “if some-
body was radical, crazy.”

On being asked about over 900 other
people who had pleaded guilty in con-
nection to the attack but weren’t accused
of assaulting officers, Trump said, “T know
the system. The system’s a very corrupt

system. They say to a guy, ‘You're going to
go tojail for two years or for 30 years.” And
these guys are looking, their whole lives
have been destroyed. For two years, they
have been destroyed. But the system is a
very nasty system,” NBC News reported.

During his campaign events last year,
Trump had frequently brought up the
events of January 6, and denounced the
2020 elections that he lost.

While addressing a rally in March 2024
near Ohio’s Dayton, he had announced to
issue pardons for Trump supporting ‘hos-
tages’ on the first day of his presidency.
Referring to the people imprisoned in con-
nection with the January 6 Capitol riots as
hostages, Trump, in his opening remarks
had said, “You see the spirit from the hos-
tages. And that’s what they are -- hostages.”

In a post on social media platform Truth
Social, Trump in March 2024 wrote, “"My
first acts as your next President will be to
Close the Border, DRILL, BABY, DRILL, and
Free the January 6 Hostages being wrong-
fully imprisoned!”

Notably, over 1,350 people were charged
in nearly all 50 US States for crimes related
to the breach of the US Capitol, according
to the US Department of Justice, after riot-
ers stormed the building to protest former
President Trump’s election loss and the va-
lidity of Biden’s win.

Of those, at least 560 defendants re-
ceived sentences while at least 335 were
sentenced to periods of incarceration, the
DOJ had said

ANI

Syria’s security remains fragile after Assad’s ouster

DAMASCUS

A series of incidents across Syria
over the weekend underscored the
fragility of the security situation
following the ouster of Bashar al-
Assad’s government last month.

In southern Quneitra province, Is-
raeli forces reportedly crossed into
several villages on Sunday, erecting
dirt barriers that disrupted civilian
life and closed schools in at least one
community, according to the Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights.

The Observatory, citing eyewit-
nesses, said residents attempted
to block the incursion, but Israeli
units advanced, taking up positions
and detaining at least one person in
nearby Daraa province.

Tensions also persisted in north-
ern Syria, where Turkish-backed
factions within the Syrian National
Army (SNA) targeted the U.S.-backed
Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) near
Manbij, northeast of Aleppo.

The observatory reported Turkish
airstrikes aimed at breaching SDF
defensive lines, potentially targeting
strategic locations around Maskanah
in the Aleppo countryside.

Over 100 fighters were Kkilled in
two days of clashes, the majority
from Turkish-backed forces, accord-

ing to the Observatory. Separately,
the observatory reported a surge in
the circulation of small arms, much
of it looted from abandoned govern-
ment military depots.

The weapons, now being sold
cheaply, have ended up in the hands
of teenagers lacking training and
awareness of the dangers, the Obser-
vatory said.

Citing a doctor at Damascus’ Mu-
jtahid Hospital, the report said two
to five child-related gun injuries are
being treated weekly.

“They pick up stray ordinance as
if they were harmless objects,” the
doctor said, warning of potential
psychological trauma for young sur-
vivors.

In eastern Homs province, security
forces continued a crackdown for a
second day on Sunday, reportedly
detaining around 500 people over
the weekend, including former sol-
diers of the Assad government, ac-
cording to the observatory.

The Britain-based monitor report-
ed abuses during the raids, including
mistreatment of individuals believed
to have ties to the previous military
and security apparatus, despite of-
ficial pledges of a transparent legal
process.

Zelensky uses foul language,
blames West for not providing help

MOsSCOwW

VLADIMIR Zelensky used bad language
when talking about Western partners in an
interview with US journalist Lex Fridman.

Zelensky used profanities in Russian during
the interview. He did not give the interview in
Russian as the journalist had suggested but
used Russian words many times talked ob-
scenities several times on the video released
by the Zelensky’s office.

In his opinions, Western partners were to
attempt to “intimidate” Moscow by sanctions
and arms supplies to Kiev even before Febru-
ary 24, 2022.

“Everybody said something, forecasted and
so on but I requested just one, primarily from
the United States, <...> give me two things - re-
inforce us with weapons but the best thing is
to reinforce us with preconditions. These are
not the weapons; these are the sanctions in
the first instance,” Zelensky said.

“The fact is that we did not receive aid. If we
consider that words are the aid, well then, we
received plenty of that,” he added.

Ethiopia, Somalia agree to solidify ties following recent

ADDIS ABABA Friday.

According to the statement, the
Ethiopian delegation held “fruitful
discussions” with Somali Presi-
dent Hassan Sheikh Mohamud
and other senior officials. It said
the discussions “reaffirmed the
commitment of both countries to
working together to ensure peace
and stability in Somalia and the
region.”

The two countries “agreed to
collaborate on the African Union
Support and Stabilization Mission
in Somalia and strengthen bilat-
eral relations.” They also agreed to
enhance exchanges of visits and

ETHIOPIAN and Somali officials
have reiterated common commit-
ments to ensuring peace and sta-
bility in Somalia and the region as
the two countries solidify ties on
the backdrop of recent diplomatic
tensions.

This came during a meeting be-
tween officials of the two countries
as a high-level Ethiopian delega-
tion led by Ethiopian Minister of
Defense Aisha Mohammed made
an official working visit to Somalia,
the Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said in a statement issued

discussions among officials of the
two countries, according to the
statement.

Reiterating Ethiopia’s commit-
ment to contributing to the peace
and stability of Somalia, the Ethio-
pian defense minister stressed
that combating terrorism is a key
area of cooperation between the
two Horn of Africa countries.

Somali Minister of Defense Ab-
dulkadir Mohamed Nur expressed
his appreciation and gratitude for
the Ethiopian Defense Forces’ sac-
rifices and contributions to ensur-
ing peace in Somalia, according to
the statement.

iplomatic tensions

Tensions had been escalating
between Ethiopia and Somalia
after Ethiopia and Somaliland
reportedly signed an agreement
earlier in 2024, allowing Ethiopia
access to the Red Sea in exchange
for its recognition of Somaliland, a
region of Somalia, as an indepen-
dent state.

Somalia said the agreement is
legally invalid. Leaders of Ethiopia
and Somalia reached an agree-
ment in December 2024 after
Turkish-mediated negotiations in
Ankara, marking a breakthrough
in resolving recent misunder-
standings.

New Year’s key traditions reviewed

AS New Year has arrived, the
TASS-FACTBOX team has com-
piled a report on customs, deco-
rations, and characters associated
with this holiday.

Christmas tree

The custom of decorating Christ-
mas trees dates back to biblical
myths. One legend recounts that
a fir-tree, an olive tree, and a palm
grew near the cave where Jesus
Christ was born. When the Guid-
ing Star appeared in the skies to
announce that the Savior was born
for all, the olive tree produced its
golden fruit, the palm provided
shelter from the heat, and the ever-
green conifer stood aside. A mira-
cle occurred as stars shot from the
sky and transformed the tree.

Several alternative stories exist
about the origins of the Christmas
tree decoration tradition, many
linked to Christianity. However,
ancient Germans celebrated Yule,
a medieval mid-winter festival
aligned with the winter solstice.
They decorated forest trees, lit
candles, and performed rituals to
appease forest spirits.

They also placed evergreen
branches inside homes, believ-
ing these symbols of endurance,
health, and longevity. As Christi-
anity spread, most pagan rituals
took on new meanings, and Yule
was completely replaced with
Christmas by the 15th-16th centu-
ries. Still, these traditions endured,
and fir trees remained a feature of
Christmas celebrations. Initially,
trees were placed outdoors, but
eventually, a tradition emerged of
decorating them inside homes. It
is known that, in 1419, apprentices
at a bakery in Freiburg decorated a
fir tree outside a Catholic hospital
for the poor with apples, nuts, and
gingerbread.

By the 16th century, the custom
of placing Christmas trees spread
throughout Germany, with deco-
rated conifers remaining until
New Year. Over time, the tradition
spread across Europe and eventu-
ally to America.

Russia has celebrated New Year
and Christmas with decorated fir
trees since Peter the Great’s reign.
In 1699, the Russian tsar ordered
the move of New Year celebra-

made of tissue. From 1929 to 1935,
when the Soviet Union banned re-
ligion, Christmas celebrations were
prohibited, and New Year festivi-
ties were also cancelled as “bour-
geois remnants.” However, starting
in 1936, New Year parties resumed
in schools, children’s centers, and
orphanages, with events featuring
fir trees held at the Column Hall
of the House of Unions. In 1954,
the first party was held at the Hall
of the Order of St. George in the
Grand Kremlin Palace. Since 1962,
the country’s primary New Year
event for children has been held at
the Kremlin Palace of Congresses
(now the State Kremlin Palace).

Decorations

Apples, nuts, eggs, and candies
were the original Christmas tree
decorations, with paper, card-
board, cotton, and painted fir-tree
cones added since the 18th century.

All decorations had deep Chris-
tian symbolism: six-pointed stars
placed atop trees symbolized the
Holy Star of Bethlehem, which
guided the Magi to Christ’s birth-
place. Apples symbolized the fruit
from the Tree of Knowledge, while
candles represented purity.

As craftsmen began producing
Christmas tree decorations, brass
figures of angels were placed on fir
trees. The 1848 apple crop failure
in Germany led to the creation of
glass decorations. That year, glass-
makers in Lauscha, Thuringia,
made “apples” from thick glass,
marking the start of regular Christ-
mas tree decoration production. In

tions from September 1 to January
1“to follow other Christian nations’
practice.” In the late 19th century,
Russia adopted the European tradi-
tion of artificial fir trees, originally

1867, gas torches were used to blow
not only glass bubbles but also ob-
jects in other shapes. Over time,
glass decorations were primarily
made in Germany, though other

countries began producing them
by the late 19th century.

The first electric lights were
placed on the White House tree
in Washington in 1895. In Europe,
electric lights first appeared on
Christmas trees in Finland in 1906.

In Russia, Christmas trees have
been decorated since the 1830s.
Decorations were handmade or
baked. Later, glass decorations
began to be imported from Ger-
many. The glassmaking plant in
Klin, near Moscow, was the first to
begin mass-producing Christmas
tree decorations. During the Soviet
era, the Star of Bethlehem was re-
placed with a five-pointed red star,
the state symbol, atop the tree. Fig-
ures of people, animals, fruit, and
vegetables, made from glass, cot-
ton, cardboard, and papier-mache,
were popular. The Soviet Union
began producing electric lights in
1938.

While todays assortment of
Christmas tree decorations is al-
most identical worldwide, with
baubles being the most common,
colored lanterns and tin tinsel re-
main particularly popular in Ire-
land. In Norway and Sweden, sun-
and snowflake-shaped toys, along
with animal figures made from
straw or wood, are top sellers.

Gifts

The tradition of New Year gift-
givingis believed to have originated
with the ancient Romans. It is said
that Gaius Julius Caesar started the
custom of giving a laurel wreath
and a coin on New Year’s Day.

In Japan, it’s customary to ex-
change oseibo gifts (simple sets of
essentials) or otoshidama (money
in decorative envelopes). In the
US., people often give gift items

with receipts attached for easy re-
turns. In Austria, practical gifts that
can be used daily are common,
with tickets for the Vienna State
Opera also being popular presents.
In Sweden and other Nordic coun-
tries, where evenings come early,
candles are ideal gifts, helping to
create a warm and festive atmo-
sphere. In China, where family har-
mony is highly valued, it is custom-
ary to give pairs of items as gifts.

In Russia, children typically re-
ceive sweets and toys as New Year
gifts, while adults often get per-
fumes, chocolates, accessories, or
beauty products.

Fairy tale characters

In Europe and America, the pri-
mary gift-giver for Christmas and
New Year is a figure based on Arch-
bishop Nicholas of Myra, who lived
in Asia Minor during the 3rd-4th
centuries. He was canonized as a
saint and became St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker. Legend has it that
he once dropped gold coins down
the chimney of a house where
three poor women lived. The coins
landed in their stockings—or, in
another version, in boots placed
by the chimney. This led to the tra-
dition of placing gifts in shoes or
stockings. Over time, the image of
St. Nicholas evolved into various
Christmas figures with distinct na-
tional traits.

He is called Grandfather Christ-
mas in some countries, Pere Noel
in France and other Francophone
regions, Papa Noel in Spain, Babbo
Natale in Italy, Sankt Nikolaus in
Germany, Mikulas in the Czech Re-
public and Slovakia, Swiety Mikolaj
in Poland, and Sinterklaas in the
Netherlands, Belgium, and former
Dutch colonies.

Russia’s Grandfather Frost dates
back to pagan times. In Old Slavic
folklore, he was depicted as a short,
old man with a long beard and as
severe as Russian winters. People
left food outside their homes to
appease him. Today, Grandfather
Frost, or Father Frost, hails from
Veliky Ustyug, in the Russian North.
He is depicted as a white-bearded
old man in along robe, wearing felt
or long boots, carrying a staff and a
bag of gifts. Grandfather Frost has
no direct counterpart in Western
Christmas traditions. He is accom-

panied by Snegurochka, the Snow
Maiden, a figure rooted in Russian
folklore and 19th-century litera-
ture.
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Yanga breathe new life, Simba edge

out CS Sfaxien in CAF cam

By Lloyd Elipokea

FTER ringing
in the New
Year, Young
Africans have
laid down a marker
about their intentions to
revive their concerning
CAF Champions League
Group Stage campaign.
Indeed, after gaining
just a meagre point from
their group stage match-
es so far, Young Africans
impressively  bounced
back last Saturday when
they hosted TP Mazem-
be at the stately Benja-
min Mkapa Stadium in a
group clash with a lot be-
ing on the line.
In spite of the fact that
TP Mazembe drew first
blood, Young Africans
recovered to level the
match in the 33rd min-
ute with a powerful strike
by Clement Mzize, which
was a real corker.

Now with the momen-
tum, The side pressed for-
ward in a bid to seize the
lead but unfortunately,
all these efforts proved to
be fruitless in the remain-
der of the first half. Come
the second half, though,
Young Africans claimed
two quick-fire goals in the
56th and 60th minutes,
which helped the Jang-
wani Street-based titans
to assume a 3-11lead in the
absorbing encounter.

Pleasingly, Young Af-
ricans would not relin-
quish their lead for the
remainder of the sec-
ond half, which happily
meant that the team had
secured a morale-boost-
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Simba SC attacking midfielder Jean Charles Ahoua pictured on Sunday scoring his side’s winning goal against CS
Sfaxien during their CAF Confederation Cup Group A match at the Olympique Hammadi Agrebi Stadium in Tunis,
Tunisia. Photo: Courtesy of SSC

ing triumph, which keeps
alive their hopes of ad-
vancing from the group
stage to the quarterfinals
of the CAF Champions

League.
Meanwhile, in the CAF
Confederations Cup’s

group dtage, our flag-
bearers in that competi-
tion, Simba SC, are dis-
tinctly on the up and up
following a hard-fought,
slim 1-O victory against
their hosts CS Sfaxien in
Tunisia last Sunday.

As a result of that ec-
static win, Simba now

have nine points in the
Group A and it is hoped
that the Msimbazi street-
based football outfit can
maintain their winning
ways en route to hopeful-
ly the quarterfinals of the
CAF Confederations Cup.
Let us now switch gears
and discuss the title pros-
pects of our own African
female tennis ace, Ons
Jabeur of Tunisia, who
will be earnestly seeking
to bag the New Year's first
grand slam, the Austra-
lian Open, that will get
underway this Sunday.

Frustratingly, Jabeur’s
2024 was sadly marred
by a painful shoulder
injury, which prompted
her to end her season last
year prematurely. Now,
with her fitness restored,
Jabeur will be carrying
the hopes of all Africans
as she seeks to return
to her magnificent best
form.

It should be noted here
that Jabeur has reached
the final of the most
sought-after grand slam,
Wimbledon, on two con-
secutive occasions in re-

cent years.

It should also be re-
called that in the last few
years, Jabeur successfully
managed to enter into the
top ten rankings of global
women’s tennis, which
was a truly unprecedent-
ed accomplishment for
African women’s tennis.

Thus, with the time for
the Australian Open now
nigh, it is a given that all
African tennis fans will
be cheering Jabeur on as
the Tunisian boldly at-
tempts to rewrite the his-
tory books even further.
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Australia debacle exposes India's Bumrah dependency

By Amlan Chakraborty

INDIAs 3-1 defeat in
Australia exposed the fra-
gility of their top order,
but equally unmissable
was how much they rely
on pace spearhead Jas-
prit Bumrah, who gave
it all until he broke
down in the series finale
in Sydney.

The seam-bowling ge-
nius finished the five-test
series with 32 wickets at
an average of 13.06 and
was the obvious choice
for the player-of-the-se-
ries award despite being
on the losing side.

Bumrah, laid low by
a back spasm, was not
available to bowl in Aus-
tralia's second innings in

the low-scoring thriller in
Sydney where the hosts
prevailed by six wickets
to reclaim the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy after a
decade.

"It's a little disappoint-
ing in the end because I
probably missed out on
the spiciest wicket of the
series," a dejected Bum-
rah said after India lost
the series even though
his own stature grew.

Australia run-machine
Travis Head said he could
not think of a better indi-
vidual display than Bum-
rah's superlative perfor-
mance in the series.

Former India opener
Wasim Jaffer said Bum-
rah alone kept alive In-
dia's hopes of levelling

the series in Sydney until
his injury.

"Every time Bumrah
stood at the top of his
mark this series Aus crick-
et fans held their breath
and only released it after
the ball was played out
safely," Jaffer wrote on X.

"Have rarely seen a
cricketer dominate the
Aussie psyche so much..."

But there is a limit
even for arguably the
best all-format bowler of
his generation, who was
over-bowled with little
support from the other
end.

His new-ball partner
Mohammed Siraj, who
finished with 20 wickets,
was inconsistent and ex-
pensive in the low-scor-

ing series.

Akash Deep bowled
well in Brisbane and
Melbourne before a back
injury cut short his tour,
while Prasidh Krishna
claimed six wickets in
the only test he played in
Sydney.

The difference Dbe-
tween the bowling aver-
ages of Bumrah and his
seam-bowling teammates
stood at 21.76, suggesting
Bumrah operated as In-
dia's one-man army with
the ball.

He bowled 53.2 overs
in Melbourne - the high-
est in his 45-test career
- and skipper Rohit Shar-
ma conceded they over-
bowled Bumrah.

"If somebody is in such

coach, Sam Sanyagwa, pictured recently giving instructions to his players during a training session at the

a great form, you want
to try and maximise that
form," Rohit said after the
Melbourne test.

"That is what we've
been trying to do with
Bumrah."

Apart from mentoring
the young seamers in the
squad, Bumrah also led
India in Perth and Syd-
ney, with Rohit skipping
the first test and being
dropped from the last.

The Australia tour adds
another layer of sheen to
Bumrah's reputation as a
premier bowler of his era,
but India will return wor-
rying about their shal-
low pace reserve ahead
of their England tour in
June-July.

REUTERS
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Mwera chess competition
now promotes youth
development in Zanzibar

By Guardian Correspondent

AT the end of December 2024,
the fifth edition of the Mwera
Chess Competition in Zanzibar
was organized by Dr. Konrad Cz-
ernichowski, an economics lec-
turer at Jordan University College
in Morogoro and the University of
Maria Curie-Sklodowska (UMCS)
in Lublin, Poland.

The competition, aimed at chil-
dren in Zanzibar, took place at
St. Mark Catholic Parish, thanks
to the hospitality of the Parish
Priest, Fr. Jean-Claude Malu CSSp.

Jackson Boniphace Joseph
emerged as the champion for the
fourth consecutive time, main-
taining a perfect record by win-
ning twice against every other
participant.

He was awarded a chess book
in Swahili as his prize. Jackson
has held the title since 2021, so-
lidifying his dominance in the
competition.

The runner-up was Baraka
James, a Form 2 student who
made significant progress com-
pared to last year when he fin-
ished in fifth place.

The third position was claimed
by Judith Boniphace Joseph, Jack-
son’s sister and the only girl par-
ticipating in the tournament.

The competition was highly
competitive, with no participant
finishing with zero points.

Some children joined for the
first time, showcasing potential
for growth. Teaching children
chess is vital as it develops critical
skills such as logical and abstract
thinking, strategic planning, de-
cision-making, and resilience in
the face of failure.

Chess also fosters unity among
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people of different nations, re-
ligions, and backgrounds. The
International Chess Federation’s
(FIDE) motto, “Gens una sumus”
(Latin for “We are one family”),
encapsulates this spirit.

There is hope that some of
these children may achieve suc-
cess on the international stage in
the future.

History shows that most chess
grandmasters began playing at
an early age. Tanzania is still
waiting for its first grandmaster,
currently ranking 156th globally
according to FIDE’s website.

On January 2, 2025, Said Mo-
hammed Mugheri, one of Tan-
zania’s top 15 chess players and
a chess teacher in Zanzibar and
Dubai, visited the children of
Mwera Chess Club alongside his
exceptional student, Ibrahim Ab-
dulla Ali.

Mugheri conducted a session
on the basics of chess openings
and held a simultaneous exhibi-
tion match against multiple play-
ers.

He also praised the perfor-
mance of the two girls, Rose and
Lydia, who participated despite
losing their games, noting their
potential and determination. Ali
assisted beginners by teaching
the fundamentals of chess.

In the past, Zanzibar had a
strong chess community, but
many top players have since emi-
grated.

However, chess enthusiasts in
the region are hopeful about re-
viving the game on the island.

Training sessions are held ev-
ery Sunday at 10 a.m. at Africano
Restaurant in Stone Town, and all
Zanzibaris and visitors are wel-
come to participate.

Participants pictured recently with Said Mohammed Mugheri during a
training session at Mwera Chess Club in Zanzibar. Photo: Correspondent
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Luis Enrique praises
PSG’s fighting spirit
in Super Cup victory

PARIS St Germain coach Luis Enrique
praised his team for starting the year on the
right foot and said their 1-O win over AS Mona-
co in the French Super Cup on Sunday thanks
to Ousmane Dembele’s last-gasp goal was well-
deserved.

Dembele sealed the win for the French
champions two minutes into injury time after
PSG created 27 chances, nine of them on tar-
get, without breaking the deadlock.

“Today it was a very difficult game, against
an opponent with very high quality players
and a lot of attacking ones,” Luis Enrique told
PSG TV.

“We had... moments of domination and mo-
ments of defensive suffering, but I think that
in the end the goal did justice to a team that
never stops fighting, that continues to attack,
that does not stop running, that does not stop
defending.

“I think it is something very positive and that
we must continue to value.”

PSG won a record-extending 13th domestic
Super Cup, having faced last season’s Ligue 1
runners-up Monaco after the Parisians had
won both the league and the French Cup.

“Winning a title is always a source of joy,” the
Spanish coach added.

“Starting 2025 this way, in an almost full sta-
dium, with a lot of Parisian supporters in it... it
gives us confidence, it’s important for morale,
and we have to enjoy it before thinking about
the future.

“With the game idea that we have and the
profile of our players, we must continue to
grow as a team, to improve in any situation.”

The French champions, who alongside Serie
A side Juventus are the only unbeaten teams
remaining in Europe’s top five leagues this
season, have not lost any domestic game since
May last year.

Their three defeats so far in the campaign
came in the Champions League.

REUTERS

Man City’s Grealish
must fight for spot,
says Guardiola

LONDON

JACK Grealish must fight for his place in
Manchester City’s starting line-up and redis-
cover the level he showcased during the club’s
treble-winning season, manager Pep Guardio-
la said.

The 29-year-old made 50 appearances in
City’s 2022-23 campaign, scoring five goals
and registering 11 assists to help his side win
the Champions League, Premier League and
FA Cup.

However, the England international has
failed to impress this season and was dropped
to the bench in Saturday’s 4-1 league win over
West Ham United, with Brazilian Savinho start-
ing instead.

“Savinho is in better shape and everything
than Jack, and that’s why I played Savinho,”
Guardiola told reporters.

“Do I want the Jack that won the treble?
Yeah, I want it, but I try to be honest with my-
self for that. They have to fight. You can say it’s
unfair.

“If you think that, then it’s fine, but you have
to prove (to me), ‘Okay, I'm going to fight with
Savinho, to deserve to play in that position’,
every single day, every single week and every
single month.”

Grealish, who also spent a spell on the side-
lines this season due to injury, has made just
six starts for City in the league.

“Two weeks ago, he was injured and he
needs rhythm, and to play, but players need

training,” Guardiola said.
“I don’t have any doubt
. about the quality of Jack or
, any of these players. They
# ¢ would not be here (other-
. wise).
“I know that he can do
it because I saw him.
I saw his level and
I want that, every
single training
., session and
. every single
‘  game.”
City
\ next host
e fourth-
== Y tier side
o Salford
¥ City in
the FA
Cup on
Jan. 11.
RE-
UTERS
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Man United boss Amorim the ‘only guy
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Manchester United’s Amad Diallo scores their second goal past Liverpool’s Alisson Becker during their Premier League match at
Anfield, in Liverpool, Britain on January 5, 2025. REUTERS

By Lori Ewing

ANCHES-
TER United
boss Ruben
Amorim
was delighted with the
intensity his side showed
in their breathless 2-2
draw with  Premier
League leaders Liver-
pool on Sunday, but said
his team’s performance
left him wanting more.

A week after Amorim
said his reeling team
could face the threat
of relegation, Lisandro
Martinez and Amad Di-
allo scored United’s first
goals in the cauldron of
Anfield since 2018, go-
ing toe-to-toe with the
league’s best team in a
well-deserved draw.

“Today I'm allowed to
be the only guy upset
with the team,” Amorim
told reporters. “But to-
day we were a team.

“I want to see my team
play so much better, but
I think the most impor-

tant thing to address to-
day is the mentality. That
is the key for everything.
Today, we were a differ-
ent team, not because of
the system, not because
of the technical aspect
of the game, the tactical
aspect of the game.

“We faced the com-
petition in the way that
we are supposed to face
every day, training and
match. It doesn’t matter
the place... we need to
face every day like that.”

The draw saw United
climb a spot to 13th in
the table, still 11 points
behind sixth-placed
Manchester City and 13
behind  fourth-placed
Chelsea, but it felt like
a win for the delighted
travelling United fans
who had braved the win-
tery drive. United cap-
tain Bruno Fernandes,
one of their best players
on the day, was left frus-
trated by the game.

“I'm pretty upset,” he
said. “If we show this

level at Liverpool, first in
the league, why can’t we
do this everywhere?”

Amorim agreed.
“It's really clear,” he
said. “We lost three

games in a row at home,
some of the games we
suffered two goals with-
out doing nothing (de-
fensively).”

Amorim had been op-
timistic that with no mid-
week games, he would
finally be able to have
a full week of training
since his arrival in mid-
November.

“I don’t want to use
that, but of course, when
you train, you under-
stand better the way we
play, the positioning, the
characteristics of the
teammates, the things
are really important. But
I don’t want to use that
today,” he said.

“Today is all about the
focus when you are play-
ing football, the focus on
set pieces, the focus on
passing the ball, not in

the sloppy way, but in the
way that we cannot lose
one ball because in the
other part of the pitch
is (Mohamed) Salah, is
(Luis) Diaz, so you don’t
lose the ball.

“If you lose the ball in
some parts of the pitch,
you know that we are go-
ing to suffer. If you have
that mentality every day,
you are a different team
and I think that is really
clear”

United nearly pulled
off a victory with Harry
Maguire missing a sitter
with the last kick of the
game.

“I don’t think anyone
would have predicted
them scoring two goals
today or nearly nicking it
at the end. But the key is
that they have to back it
up,” former United cap-
tain Roy Keane said on
the Sky Sports broadcast.

“The argument to all
of this though is that
you can’t just pick and
choose when you want

to turn up for a game at
Manchester United.”

Meanwhile, Liverpool
boss Arne Slot defended
Trent Alexander-Arnold
who drew scathing criti-
cism from pundits after
their 2-2 draw with mid-
table Manchester United
on Sunday, a result that
felt like “two points lost”
for the Premier League
leaders.

United’s Bruno Fer-
nandes and Diogo Dalot
left the Liverpool de-
fender -- who has been
linked this week with a
move to Spanish giants
Real Madrid -- chasing
shadows for much of the
game, and former Unit-
ed captain Roy Keane
pulled no punches.

“We talk about how
brilliant Trent is going
forward, but Trent’s de-
fending today, my good-
ness it’s like schoolboy
stuff,” Keane said on the
Sky Sports broadcast.

“There’s talk about him
going to Real Madrid, the

after spirited draw with Liverpool

way he’s defending he’s
going to Tranmere Rov-
ers after this. He’s got to
do better.”

Asked if Alexander-
Arnold was distracted
by the chatter about his
contract, which is set to
expire at the season’s
end, Slot said: “I don’t be-
lieve in those things.

“I think nine out of 10
people will tell you that
it affected him, but I'm
one of the 10 that tells
you that I dont think
that affected him. What
affected him is that he
had to play Bruno Fer-
nandes and Diogo Dalot,
two starters for Portugal,
great, great, great play-
ers,” Slot said.

League Two’s Tran-
mere Rovers responded
to Keane’s comments
with a tongue-in-cheek
post on social media plat-
form X, writing: “Trent
to Tranmere, Roy? Nah,
we’re alright thanks.”

Cody Gakpo and Mo-
hamed Salah scored for
the Reds, who remained
top of the table with 46
points, six ahead of sec-
ond-placed Arsenal with
a game in hand.

Slot said the draw felt
like their 1-0 loss to Not-
tingham Forest in mid-
September, their only
defeat this season.

“Of course, it feels
for us as two points
dropped,” the Dutchman
said. “It was a difficult
game, bit similar to may-
be the Nottingham For-
est game, where playing
style of both teams were
quite similar. Defending
in the low block with a
lot of bodies, and if they
had the ball, not to risk to
build up, but play it long.

“That is not always
easy to play against
that style of football,
and that’s what showed
against Forest, and it
showed again today as
well.”

REUTERS

Indonesia sack |

coach Shin,
citing World
Cup target

JAKARTA

INDONESIA sacked
coach Shin Tae-yong yes-
terday with the country’s
football chief saying the
team needed stronger
leadership as it battles for
a place at the 2026 World
Cup.

Tens of millions of
people in the Southeast
Asian nation are passion-
ate football fans, but In-
donesia’s sole World Cup
appearance came during
Dutch rule in 1938 and
the country has rarely
threatened a return since
independence in 1945.

Erick  Thohir, who
heads the Indonesia Foot-
ball Association (PSSI),
said Shin’s work with the
team had “ended” and his
replacement, whom he
declined to name, would
arrive in Indonesia on
Jan.11.

“We need a leadership
that implements strate-
gies as agreed with the
players, communicates
better, and implements
better programmes for
our national team,” Tho-
hir told a press confer-

ence.

Indonesia are third in
their World Cup group af-
ter six of 10 matches, one
point behind Australia in
the battle for the second
automatic spot in the fi-
nals.

Reuters has sought
comment from Shin (pic-
tured) via his social me-
dia.

If they finish third or
fourth, they could still
get to the finals in North
America through further
rounds of qualifying and
an intercontinental play-
off.

Thohir, who said he
had interviewed three
candidates to replace
Shin during a recent trip
to Europe, was not con-
cerned that changing
coaches in the middle of
the campaign would dis-
rupt the team.

“Is normal. Lots of
countries switch coaches
during World Cup quali-
fiers,” he added.

“This is something
we’ve been discussing
for many months back,
but I think the moment
is right, because we still

|
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have 2 1/2 months prepa-
ration for next games.

“We still have four
matches and we want to
get as many points as we
can.”

South Korean Shin took
over as coach in 2019 and
Thohir said he would be
compensated for the re-
mainder of his contract,
which runs to 2027.

. GWlJl by David Chikoko

Shin benefited from a
PSSI policy of enticing
members of the Indo-
nesian diaspora, mostly
born in the Netherlands,
to play for the national

team.

Indonesia were the
only Southeast Asian na-
tion to reach the third
round of qualifying and
last November stunned
regional powerhouse
Saudi Arabia 2-0 in Ja-
karta.

Shin needed an inter-
preter to coach the team
and Thohir said he would
be looking for improved
communication and bet-
ter technical guidance
from his replacement.

Thohir, who used to
own Italian club Inter
Milan, said he had made
it clear to the candidates
that qualifying for the
World Cup was the main
priority.

“All the candidates that
we interviewed during
the five days I was in Eu-
rope ... agreed that this
was the target,” he said.

“This is why they
agreed to join the inter-
views.”

REUTERS
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2024 CHAN draw
in Kenya amid
hosting concerns

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

THE Confederation of African Football (CAF)
has announced that the draw for the 2024 Af-
rican Nations Championship (CHAN) will take
place in Kenya, despite lingering doubts over
the country’s readiness to co-host the tourna-
ment.

The CHAN tournament, which exclusively fea-
tures national teams composed of players from
domestic leagues, is slated to run from February
1to february 28, 2025.

This edition will be jointly hosted by Kenya,
Tanzania, and Uganda, marking a historic col-
laboration among the three East African na-
tions.

While preparations for the tournament ap-
pear to be on track in Tanzania and Uganda, Ke-
nya has faced delays in completing renovations
of its stadiums. Both Tanzania and Uganda have
finalized the refurbishment of their stadiums
and installed all necessary equipment.

In contrast, Kenya is yet to meet similar mile-
stones, raising concerns about its ability to host
matches as planned.

The issue of infrastructure development in
Kenya has been a recurring challenge. Although
CAF has urged the host nations to expedite their
preparations, Kenya’s slow progress has cast
doubt on whether the nation will fulfill its host-
ing obligations in time for the tournament.

CAF confirmed in a statement issued on Janu-
ary 5, 2025, that the draw for the 2024 CHAN
tournament will take place at the Kenyatta In-
ternational Convention Centre (KICC) in Nai-
robi.

The event is scheduled for January 15, 2025,
and will determine the group-stage matchups
for the competition.

The draw is expected to attract widespread
attention, as the tournament provides a unique
platform for showcasing local talent from across
Affrica.

With only 28 days remaining until the com-
petition kicks off, CAF is also facing the task of
confirming the final two participating teams to
complete the 19-team lineup.

To date, 17 teams have secured their places in
the tournament following a rigorous qualifica-
tion process. However, CAF has yet to announce
the identity of the two additional teams that will
join the final roster.

This delay has added to the anticipation sur-
rounding the draw, as fans and analysts alike
await the unveiling of the complete tournament
lineup. The 2024 CHAN will feature an expand-
ed format, with the number of teams increasing
from 16 to 19. This change reflects CAF’s com-
mitment to promoting the development of do-
mestic football across the continent.

The decision to award hosting rights to Kenya,
Tanzania, and Uganda was hailed as a signifi-
cant milestone for East African football.

It marks the first time that three countries
have come together to co-host the CHAN tour-
nament.

Tanzania and Uganda, both experienced in
organizing international football events, have
been lauded for their swift preparations. Ke-
nya’s delays, however, threaten to overshadow
the collaborative effort.

CAF officials are reportedly monitoring the
situation closely and have not ruled out the pos-
sibility of reallocating matches to other host
countries if Kenya fails to meet the required
standards.

The CHAN tournament holds a special place
in African football, as it is exclusively for players
plying their trade in domestic leagues. This pro-
vides a unique opportunity for lesser-known
talents to showcase their skills on an interna-
tional stage.

The competition also serves as a platform for
local leagues to gain recognition and strengthen
their profiles. Over the years, CHAN has grown
in stature, with several players using the tour-
nament as a springboard to launch successful
professional careers abroad.

The 2024 edition is expected to build on this
legacy, particularly given the expanded format
and the involvement of three host nations.

coach Fadlu Davids

praised his team’s

resilience after a
crucial 1-O victory over Tu-
nisia’s CS Sfaxien in the CAF
Confederation Cup, marking
their first away win of the
season in the competition.

The victory, sealed by at-
tacking midfielder Jean
Charles Ahoua, keeps Simba
firmly on track for a quarter-
final spot.

“Simba is a big team in Af-
rica, so every match we play
to win. If we don’t win, then
we don't lose,” Davids said
confidently.

“I want to tell our fans
that after this win, it’s not
over. We still have two group
matches to play, and we need
to win to secure our qualifi-
cation. We must stay united,
and I believe we will perform
well and advance to the next
stage.”

The match, played at the
Olympique Hammadi Agrebi
Stadium in Tunis, was decid-
ed in the 34th minute when
Ahoua demonstrated com-
posure and skill inside the
penalty box.

CS Sfaxien goalkeeper Aymen Dahmen pictured on Sunday failing to stop a shot from Simba’s Jean Charles Ahoua
(not in picture) during their CAF Confederation Cup Group A match at the Olympique Hammadi Agrebi Stadium in Tu-
nis, Tunisia. Photo: Courtesy of SSC

from Leonel Ateba, the Ivo-
rian midfielder unleashed a
powerful shot past CS Sfax-
ien goalkeeper Aymen Dah-
men. This goal, his second
in the competition, adds to
his growing reputation as
Simba’s standout player,
having also scored in the
group opener against Bra-
vos do Maquis of Angola.

The win lifts Simba to
nine points from four
matches in Group A, sig-
nificantly enhancing their
chances of progressing to
the knockout stages.

The victory also carries
historical significance, as
Simba join a select group of
Tanzanian teams to claim
wins on North African soil.

It echoes the 2022 CAF
Confederation Cup cam-
paign of their arch-rivals

feated Tunisia’s Club Af-
ricain in the play-off stage
before narrowly losing the
final to Algeria’s USM Alger
on away goals.

Davids introduced Ellie
Mpanzu to Simba’s starting
lineup, marking her debut
in CAF matches since being
signed in the limited trans-
fer window. Mpanzu played
77 minutes before being
substituted for Debora Ma-
vambo, showcasing prom-
ise in his first appearance.

Despite the win, Simba
missed several opportuni-
ties to secure a more com-
fortable margin against a
struggling CS Sfaxien side,
who remain winless and
eliminated from the com-
petition.

Playing behind closed
doors due to a CAF-im-

ing crowd trouble in their
previous match, Sfaxien
failed to capitalize on their
home advantage.

Simba, on the other
hand, dominated proceed-
ings, creating more chanc-
es in both halves. The Tan-
zanian giants showcased
superior tactical discipline
and were only let down by
their inability to convert
additional scoring oppor-
tunities.

With two matches re-
maining in Group A, Simba
need just one more win to
guarantee a quarter-final
spot. Their next challenge
comes against Bravos do
Maquis next weekend in
Angola.

A victory there would
render their final group

Mkapa Stadium on January
19 a mere formality.

Davids urged fans to
maintain their support, em-
phasizing the importance of
collective effort as the team
pushes for success.

“This journey requires
unity. With the quality we
have, I am confident we will
achieve our goal of qualify-
ing for the next stage,” he
said.

The win against CS Sfax-
ien not only boosts Simba’s
morale but also reinforces
their reputation as a formi-
dable force in African foot-
ball.

The team’s tactical adapt-
ability and individual bril-
liance, particularly from
players like Ahoua, under-
line their potential to make
a deep run in the competi-
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Veterans
soccer team
player Bakula
Mohamed (R)
dribbles past
Jiji Dar City's
Levis Chilemeje
during their
friendly match
held recently
at the Jakaya
Kikwete
Sports Park
grounds in Dar
es Salaam;
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Newcastle urged to carry momentum into clash with Arsenal

LONDON

NEWCASTLE  United
must make the most of
their strong form when
they take on Arsenal in
the League Cup semi-
finals, coach Eddie Howe
said on Monday as he
urged his team not to be

complacent.
Newcastle have won
their last six games

across all competitions,
including impressive vic-
tories over Aston Villa,
Manchester United and
Tottenham Hotspur.

“This is an important
game for us. We need to
be at our absolute best,
a high-level game. There
is a lot at stake for us,”
Howe told reporters
ahead of the first leg trip
to Arsenal today.

“We’ve got to be really
good off the ball and sol-
id defensively. We’ve got
to cause Arsenal prob-

lems the other way.
“Idon’t think we should
overthink it, we just need
to get that mix right.
Let’s try and continue
the good performances
we’ve given recently and
try and win the game.”
The English manager
hailed striker Alexander

Isak, who scored for a
seventh successive Pre-
mier League game in
their 2-1 win over Spurs,
but said the Swede’s goal-
scoring run was down to
the team’s collective ef-
fort.

“Alex will naturally
(feel like scoring), when

you are on the run of
goalscoring games that
he is,” Howe added.

“The team is creating
for him, the team is play-
ing in a really good way
for Alex and others. Alex
is playing his part in that
by finishing them off but
the team is playing great

and creating the chances
for him.”

Newcastle have also
received a boost in de-
fence with Sven Botman
returning to the team
against Spurs after un-
dergoing anterior cruci-
ate ligament surgery in
March.

Asked if Botman would
also start against Arse-
nal, Howe said: “We have
to speak to the player,
the medical team, the
experts. They’ll give me
some of the answers to
what we do with him
next.

REUTERS
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BETWEEN DeCeMBeR 5TH
T6 FIRST JANUARY
THERe aRe 357 DPAYS

[ JaNuarY To
25 beceMBerR
ONLY a week’/
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