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BUSINESS
By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

TANZANIA Revenue Authority (TRA)’s tax ambassadors have called on traders and the general public to stop engaging themselves in smuggling as the business denies the government of its revenues due to tax evasion.
The call was given here yesterday by appointed tax ambassadors – Zulfa Omar and Subira Mgalu (Special Seats MPs for Pemba South and Coast Re-gions respectively and Edo Kumwembe, a journalist during their visit in Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Tanga Regions aimed at mobilising traders to pay tax volun-tarily.

“We have visited many border posts and at every post we found challenges in regard to smuggling, people import goods via unauthorized routes, and if you ask them they say they were born in the business.
“I plead with you, we should not live 

by habits, we must stop this practice because all of us understand that pay-ing tax is the only sure way to build the country, and I as a tax ambassador, will continue to educate and mobilise Tan-zanians to stop goods smuggling,” said Tax Ambassador Zulfa.
For his part, Edo Kumwembe said, apart from tax evasion, another reason for mobilising the people to stop smug-gling activities is the scarcity of genu-ine, quality goods from those passing through unauthorized routs, some of which can be hazardous to the health of Tanzanians.

For her part, Tax Ambassador Subira Mgalu appealed to traders to pay tax voluntarily and desist from smuggling warning them that once they get caught, both the goods and the vehicles carry-ing them would be confiscated by the government, including other legal steps against them.
The Tax Ambassadors’ visit to the 

TRA’s tax ambassadors call on traders to desist from smuggling activities

Anjari Soda Factory production manager, Safari Mngazija (gesturing) shows on how the Tanga-based factory operates during their working visit of the 

Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA)’s Tax Ambassadors to Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Tanga Regions aimed at encouraging businesses to pay their taxes volun-

tarily and on time. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

By Francis Kajubi

TANZANIA Revenue Authority (TRA) has pledged to strengthen se-curity in the water bodies where it focuses on mobilizing more revenues that are at risk of being evaded by dis-honest players in the fisheries sector.TRA Commissioner General Al-phayo Kidata revealed the plan yes-terday in Dar es Salaam when he was receiving water and border surveil-lance and control equipment donat-ed by the Japan International Coop-eration Agency ( JICA).
“The donation is part of the imple-mentation of the project for Enhanc-ing Trade Facilitation and Border Control Capacity in East Africa agreed between the East African community states and the Japanese government in November 2019. The equipment are meant at enabling TRA mobile 

revenues that are at risk of being missed due to various reasons,” said Kidata.
According to him, the equipment include four patrol cars, baggage scanner, one patrol boat, portable spectrometers and field test kits. However, he said, the project is a re-sult of the signed Nairobi Declaration following the Tokyo International Conference on Africa Development (TICAD VI) which was held in August 2016 where the Japanese government committed itself to support Africa development including trade facilita-tion and border control management.“The surveillance kits and equip-ment for enhancement of border control management procured by JICA in September 2020 and in April last year have received, allocated and are in use in various border sta-tions. However, the drug detection 

kits received today will contribute in protection of vulnerable community members from illicit drugs” added Kidata.
Yamamura Naofumi, Chief Repre-sentative of JICA Tanzania said that Japan is committed to strengthening its relations with Tanzania in eco-nomic and social projects that are mostly likely to have direct impact on citizens. “After launching the Af-rican Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) in January 2021, the impor-tance of intra-continental trade has been highlighted further, I order to achieve regional and continental eco-nomic and social development;

Concurrently, proper border man-agement shall be also considered in controlling cross-border criminals such as smugglers and taking coun-termeasures against prevalence of  COVID-19,” said Naofumi.

Taxman strengthening security in water bodies 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mtwara

WORKS and Transport Minister Prof Makame Mbarawa has called on Tanzania Airport Authority (TAA) to make sure the airports are in quality state to enable Air Tanzania Corpora-tion (ATCL) operate like commuter buses (daladala) with flights landing and taking off with ease to avoid it 

making losses.
He said as for now, from 7:00 pm ATCL planes park because the air-ports have no landing lights. 

The Minister issued the call here yesterday during his inspection visit of expansion project of Mtwara air-port, saying as for now they were about to announce the appointment of another TAA Director whose first 

task will be to install landing lights at various airports.
He said as for now Tanzania air-ports that have landing lights are not more than five – Dar es Salaaam, Mwanza, Zanzibar, KIA, Songwe and Mtwara, the last two are in the last stages of installing landing lights.

Prof Mbarawa added that the new TAA director will be given targets in-

cluding one in making sure there are landing lights at various airports that do not have tyhem.
In regard to Mtwara airport, Prof Mbarawa said it is of high quality and what was remaining is for TAA offi-cials to advertise it, by emulating how KIA is doing for the airport.

He said Mtwara is a very easy area to advertise, and if it does so the ad-

vertisement should involve the tour-ist attractions found in the southern regions as well as wooing traders from neighbouring countries to use the airport for their various activities. For his part, Mtwara Airport Man-ager Samuel Mruma said the expan-sion work to the airport aims to make it among the best airports in the country by enabling bigger planes to 

land.
Mtwara Region TANROADS Man-ager, Eng Dotto John said expansion work involves the widening of the runway from 30 metres now to 45 metres.

Other works include the resurfac-ing of the runway to Grade B with 200m thick, and added that total ex-pansion cost is expected to be 

Prof Mbarawa calls on TAA to install landing lights at various airports

TRA’s Commissioner General, Alphayo Kidata.

had the opportunity to visit Naman-ga, Holili, Tarakea border posts in Arusha and Kilimanjaro regions.

northern regions ended yester-day whereby TRA Director for Taxpayers Education, Richard Kayombo said the Authority will 

continue cooperate with the ambassadors to ensure they per-form their duties in educating and mobilising business people 

to pay tax voluntarily. 
The tax Ambassadors were ap-pointed by the Finance Minister, Dr Mwigulu Nchemba and have 

Katavi Regional Commissioner Mwanamvua Mrindoko (2nd L) cuts a ribbon to mark the official launch of the TCB Mpanda District branch on Monday. Looking on (L) is the TCB 

Chief Executive Officer Sabasaba Moshingi. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

GERMANY has okayed for the restoration of its cooperation with Zanzibar and will continue assisting it in various develop-ment sectors including the wa-ter sector.
This was revealed here yes-terday by the Permanent Secre-tary in the Ministry of Finance and Planning, Dr Juma Malik Ali when opening joint discussions between Zanzibar and the Ger-man Federal Government aimed at making reviews of the coop-eration for both sides.

Other areas which Germany has shown interest in assisting is the health sector and health insurance, blue economy. Envi-ronmental preservation, good governance, housing and sports.
He further said the return of the cooperation will at a great extent help in many areas facing challenges, including the water sector.

“it will be recalled that in 2015, after the General elections, the 

Zanzibar Government stopped its cooperation with the Ger-man Government and stopped its aid to Zanzibar,” he said.
PS Juma assured the people of Zanzibar that they should expect the return of traditional cooperation that began before the 1964 Revolution.

Submitting his report on the 2050 Zanzibar Vision, the com-missioner for Economic Devel-opment, Ahmed Makame haji said was implementing the first Vision, that of 2020 that was of-ficially launched in 2000.
JH said the Vision had vari-ous goals, but the main goal is to make Zanzibar attain middle income status and already Zan-zibar has attained that.

For his part, the Head of Co-operation in the German Em-bassy Dr Katrin Bornemann, said her Government and that of Zanzibar have restored their cooperation in implementing various development projects.
Revolutionary Government of Zanzibar President, Hussein 

German govt cements cooperation with Z’bar
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PM: All district roads must
be passable the whole year
By Guardian Reporter

THE government has promised to build 
roads that will be passable throughout 
the year in all regions with infrastructure 
challenges in order to spur economic 
growth.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
made the commitment yesterday while 
addressing residents of Dareda during his 
development projects inspection visit in 
Manyara Region, laying out government 
plans to construct the Mbulu-Hydom, 
Karatu-Mbulu roads, and an extended 
road from Hydom to Mkalama and 
onward to Sibiti, Meatu, Bariadi, Maswa 
and Busega.

“All these roads are supposed to be 
tarmacked for use in business and easy 
travel,” he said, noting that with the 
new headquarters for Mbulu District at 
Dongobesh, the government is building TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

THE fortunes of Tanzanian entrepreneur 
Mohamed Dewji (pictured) had declined 
by early this month to an estimated $1.5bn 
from $1.6bn a year ago, an update by the US 
personal wealth chronicle, Forbes Magazine, 
has revealed.

World billionaires’ net worth was calculated 
using stock prices and currency exchange 
rates from the close of business on Wednesday, 
January 19, where the report cited lower 
multiples for publicly traded competitors 
as explaining the local billionaire’s dip in 
personal wealth. 

The report indicated that Africa’s 
billionaires became richer last year despite 
devastating impacts of the global pandemic, 
with the continent’s 18 billionaires now worth 

Mo fortune declines 
from $1.6bn to $1.5bn

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

EDUCATION stakeholders have cited 
high expectations from the community, 
including parents and a curriculum that 
largely rewards cramming for recent 
incidents of suicide by pupils who did not 
pass their examinations.

With parents and everybody around 
expecting good news and scant option for 
a vocational pathway for those who cannot 
cram and reproduce in final examinations, 
coupled with lack of psychological 
support, some pupils are pushed to take 
their own lives for feelings of shame, they 

Pupil suicides: Blame levelled 
at family, curriculum pressure

the road from Dongobesh to Dareda.
He allayed fears for people who paid to 

be connected with electricity and it has not 
been done, saying they will be connected as 
already contractors have been sent to those 
areas.

Regarding environmental preservation, 
the premier stressed that the public 
preserves the environment by planting 
trees in big numbers to enable the country 
get sufficient rains, pointing out that some 
areas in the region rivers were drying up 
due to acute deforestation.

He laid a cornerstone for the 
construction of the 6.3bn/- district 
headquarters, commending the creativity 
of its architecture as an example to be 
emulated.

Inspecting the construction of 
classrooms for Babati Day secondary school 
in Babati District, he appealed for parental 

an estimated $84.9bn, which implies a 15 per 
cent increase within a year and the most since 
2014 when a larger number of billionaires 
(listed as 28) were worth $96.5bn when 
combined.

 “On average, the continent’s billionaires are 
worth $4.7 billion now as compared to $3.4 
billion in 2014,” the global media company 
said in its latest report published on Monday, 
a product of a study that tracked the wealth 
of African billionaires who reside in Africa 
or have their primary business within the 
continent.

It excluded the Sudanese-born billionaire 
Mo Ibrahim, who is a U.K. citizen and 
Mohamed Al-Fayed, an Egyptian billionaire 
who resides in London. However, Strive 
Masiyiwa, a citizen of Zimbabwe and a London 
resident, appeared on the list because of his 
telecom holdings in Africa.

Soaring stock prices from Nigeria to 
Zimbabwe lifted the fortunes of tycoons, as 
demand for products from cement to luxury 
goods ticked up, with only two out of the 18 
billionaires being worth less than last year—
Mohammed Dewji of Tanzania and Koos 
Bekker of South Africa, it elaborated.

Bekker dropped to $2.7bn from $2.8bn as 
the share prices of consumer internet firms 
Naspers and Prosus fell more than 20 per cent 

said.
Enea Muhando, a consultant with the 

Tanzania Institute of Education (TIE) 
said that intrapersonal and interpersonal 
skills in education would enable pupils 
to manage the pressure that comes with 
failing exams.

“My all-time question has been what do 
people fail or pass? Those who pass exams 
do not always do the same in real life. 
Imparting pupils with different life skills 
will help them have positive coordination of 
thoughts, problem-solving and compassion 
in both happy and difficult moments,” he 

The project has the 
capacity to produce 
5.5m litres per day and 
so far the work is 95 
per cent complete, with 
about 45,000 residents 
having started being 
served

By Getrude Mbago

THE government is set to build modern 
markets in regional capitals countrywide for 
small traders which will be operating day and 
night and provided with the required systems 
and infrastructures.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan unveiled 
this in Dar es Salaam yesterday when she met 
leaders of small traders to discuss ways to 
address challenges facing the petty trading 
community and their welfare generally.

“We are currently rebuilding the Kariakoo 
market. We have also got funds to commence 
construction of Jangwani market, then after 
this, the Karume market will follow but for the 

Samia: Regions
to have market 
centres for use 
by small traders

meantime traders at Karume may continue 
using it until the government comes up with 
a project to re-construct it in a modern and 
attractive manner,” she said.

The government will also choose some 
open areas to build markets for petty traders 
so as to bring affordable services closer to 
the people, she stated, underlining that 
the government recognises the value and 
contribution of petty traders in the country’s 
development and thus it has been taking 
several measures to support the subsector to 
grow.

“Promoting and supporting self-
employment is important if the country is to 

TURN TO PAGE 2

President Samia Suluhu Hassan has an audience at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday with a delegation of high-ranking NMB 
Bank Plc officials, who paid her a courtesy call led by CEO Ruth Zaipuna (5th-L). The president applauded the bank’s contribution to 
Tanzania’s social and economic development, with the CEO pledging continued support by the bank to the government’s efforts to 
fast-track the country’s development. Photo: State House
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overcome the employment crisis. 
We know that a big group of youth 
have been employed in this sector 
of small businesses; we assure you 
that the government will continue 
implementing various strategies to 
make the sub-sector flourish,” she 
said.

The government came up with the 
plan to remove petty traders along 
the roads to make things go well and 
make Dar es Salaam smarter, she 
affirmed, specifying that the aim is 
to see that road pavements are not 
used for trading purposes. “We want 
things to be conducted well and in 
designated areas,” she stated.

“The beauty of Dar es Salaam city 
can now be spotted and seen very 
well; the beautiful roads, flyovers 
and bridges are now seen clearly 
and attractively,” she said.

The exercise will have left hurts 
and challenges to the petty traders 
but its advantages are countless as 
it will help the petty traders to grow 
and later become formal sector 
traders by conducting their activities 
in designated areas and newly 
designed facilities, the president 
acknowledged.

Traders who were affected by 
the Kariakoo market fire will come 
back to work in the area after 18 
months, she said, noting that prior 
to the fire, the Kariakoo market 
had 2500 traders but after the 
new construction, the market will 
accommodate 4000 traders.

President Samia said she had 
directed banks to come up with 
special programmes to support 
women, youth and special groups’ 
development. Similarly, district 
executive directors (DEDs) should 
set aside funds to improve areas and 
spaces where petty traders work, 

she urged.
Hawkers will be provided with 

improved business identity cards 
after the 2022 Population and 
Housing Census, she said, intoning 
that some big traders have been 
evading required tax dues by hiring 
a lot of hawkers to sell their products 
without providing receipts.

 Hawkers must stop being used by 
big traders to sell their products as 
this affects revenue collection and 
growth, she declared, urging the 
public to continue paying taxes and 
levies so as to support development 
initiatives.

The president reiterated the need 
for petty traders and the public 
at large to continue protecting 
themselves from the Covid-19 
infection threat by adhering to 
acknowledged preventive measures, 
and seeking Covid-19 vaccines to 
further strengthen body immunity.

Steven Lusinde, the petty traders’ 
national vice chairman said that 
markets where hawkers have been 
relocated have poor infrastructures, 
which needs immediate measures 
addressing the challenge.

He urged the government to 
continue constructing more markets 
so as to accommodate all petty 
traders who have missed places to 
conduct their businesses.

He praised the move by President 
Samia of issuing funds to improve 
infrastructures in various areas 
especially in the education sector 
where children are now studying in 
a more conducive environment.

Appealing to the government 
to engage petty traders during 
construction of markets, he said that 
hawkers need to be supported and 
provided with incentives. This is in 
order to grow and qualify as middle 
level business people, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Samia: Regions to have market 
centres for use by small traders

stated.
He recommended that the 

government ensure that teachers 
are knowledgeable in alternative 
teaching approaches so that 
they can impart skills and career 
pathways to pupils.

Evod Kanyaiyangiro, secretary 
of the Tanzania Teachers Union 
(TTU) in Kinondoni District, Dar es 
Salaam Region, said that parents’ 
high expectations and the resultant 
pressure on their children have 
been a cause of recent suicide cases.

He said pupils who fail to 
bring good news are troubled 
psychologically for being less 
worthy for their parents, teachers, 
relatives and the entire community.

 “Parents are partly to blame for 
this. Their expectations are too 
high without considering a fact 
that a pupil’s performance depends 
on a number of factors including 
psychological support they get from 
the parents,” he said.

Dr John Kalage, executive director 
for HakiElimu, an activist and 
research organisation in the sector, 
said too high expectations on a pupil 
from parents, teachers, and society 
can turn a low performer suicidal.

 “This is because of the false belief 
that passing exams are the only way 

to success in life,” he said, noting 
that each of these parties carries an 
ideology that investment is justified 
only in the outcome. What they fail 
to understand is that sometimes a 
pupil’s mood or stress level can lead 
to bad performance, he emphasised.

Dr Idephonce Mkama, a 
psychologist and lecturer at 
Archbishop Mihayo University 
College of Tabora (AMUCTA) said 
teachers should counsel pupils 
before and after exams to avoid 
suicides.

 Suicide cases are a result of 
despair, desperation and family 
pressure which make a failed pupil 
feel worthless “because there is 
no other way out after failing the 
exam,” the lecturer intoned.

Recently, a number of pupils 
reportedly committed suicide 
after the release of results of the 
Certificate of Secondary Education 
Examination (CSEE) which the 
victims performed poorly.

But in a bizarre case, a  report 
confirmed by Butiama District 
Commissioner Moses Kaegele stated 
that a form four leaver who got 
division two—a good pass - hanged 
himself on a tree soon after the 
announcement of the results for 
failing to get division one in last 
year’s exams.

FROM PAGE 1

Pupil suicides: Blame levelled 
at family, curriculum pressure

cooperation with teachers to ensure 
the right professional environment 
for Tanzanian children to get quality 
education.

He also directed regional and 
district commissioners to make 
follow ups in their areas to see 
whether there are schools that 

require cash contributions from 
parents, a habit the government has 
proscribed.

Babati District Commissioner 
Lazaro Twange was tasked by the 
premier to oversee improvements 
in the quality of desks in the school, 
replacing aluminium sheets by 
wooden tops.

He similarly allayed fears about 

electricity connection costs, that it 
remains pegged at 27,000/-, as the 
government seeks to make sure all 
villages get electricity before the end 
of this year.

He assured residents in the area 
that the government will continue 
supplying clean and safe water 
to various areas countrywide, 
when addressing Mafuta villagers 

after laying a cornerstone for the 
Darakuta-Magugu water project, 
expected to serve more than 80,000 
people.

The project has the capacity 
to produce 5.5m litres per day 
and so far the work is 95 per cent 
complete, with about 45,000 
residents having started being 
served, officials said.
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each, the findings indicated. None 
of the 18 billionaires from Africa 
are new to the ranks, and they hail 
from seven different countries, it 
affirmed.

For the 11th year in a row, Aliko 
Dangote of Nigeria remained the 
continent’s richest person, worth 
an estimated $13.9bn, up from 
$12.1bn last year following a 30 per 
cent increase in the stock price of 
Dangote Cement, his most valuable 
asset.

Analysts found that a surge in 
housing developments in Nigeria 
and growth in government 
infrastructure spending drove 
higher cement demand in the first 
nine months of 2021, while luxury 
goods magnate, Johann Rupert of 
South Africa, earlier ranked fourth 

among the billionaires, rose to 
second spot in the latest rankings.

A more than 60 per cent surge 
in the share price of his Companies 
Financiere Richemont–maker of 
Cartier watches and Montblanc 
pens–pushed his fortune to $11bn, up 
from $7.2 billion a year ago, making 
him the biggest dollar gainer on the 
list, the report says.

 South African Nicky 
Oppenheimer, who formerly ran 
diamond mining firm DeBeers 
before selling it to Anglo American 
mining giant a decade ago, ranks 
number three, and worth an 
estimated $8.7 billion.

The biggest gainer in percentage 
terms –up 125%— is Strive Masiyiwa 
of Zimbabwe, worth $2.7bn, up 
from $1.2bn last year. Shares of 
Econet Wireless Zimbabwe, which 
he founded, rose more than 750 per 

cent in the past year, helping to drive 
up the size of his fortune, it said.

Nigerian cement tycoon 
Abdulsamad Rabiu is $1.5bn richer 
after taking yet another of his 
companies public in early January, 
listing his sugar and food firm 
BUA Foods on the Nigerian stock 
exchange.

The billionaire himself and his 
son retained a 96 per cent stake in 
the company which recently had 
a market capitalization of nearly 
$2.8bn, the report noted.

While South Africa and Egypt 
have five billionaires each, 
Nigeria currently has three and 
Morocco fields two, with the entire 
continent’s billionaires being men. 
The last woman to appear in the 
ranks, Isabel dos Santos of Angola, 
fell off the Forbes list early last year, 
it added.

FROM PAGE 1

Mo fortune declines from $1.6bn to $1.5bn

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa inspects a water filtering system at the Darakuta-Magugu-Mwada source in Manyara Region’s Babati Rural constituency 
yesterday before laying the foundation stone for the project. Photo: PMO

Workers Compensation Fund board chairman Emmanuel Humba (2nd-L) welcomes Prof Joyce Ndalichako (L), Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s 
Office (Labour, Youth, Employment and Persons with Disabilities), to the Fund’s offices in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The minister was on a familiarisation 
tour. With them are WCF deputy board chairperson Rifai Mkumba (2nd-R) and director general Dr John Mduma. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

LILONGWE

Malawi President Lazarus 
Chakwera on Monday sacked his 
entire cabinet over graft concerns, 
vowing to “confront all forms of 
lawless conduct by public officials”.

“I have dissolved my entire 
cabinet effective immediately, and 
all the functions of cabinet revert 
to my office until I announce a 
reconfigured cabinet in two days,” 
Chakwera said in a national address.

He added that the reconfigured 
cabinet will exclude Minister of 
Lands Kezzie Msukwa, who was 
arrested last month in a bribery 
case.

“This is to allow him to answer 

the corruption charges he is facing 
in court and clear his name there,” 
Chakwera said.

The stunning decision follows 
meetings last week with two 
influential groups, the Episcopal 
Conference of Malawi and the 
Public Affairs Committee, which 
comprises church groups that act as 
a government watchdog.

Both groups expressed concern 
over the president’s indecisiveness 
in fighting corruption.

ECM, an assembly of Malawi’s 
Catholic bishops, said authorities 
must ensure that no one is 
“pressurised, intimidated or 
influenced” in the pursuit for justice.

“Let no suspect, however 

powerful, wealthy or who their 
connections are, be shielded or 
protected,” the bishops said in a 
statement.

Chakwera won 2020 elections by 
campaigning on promises to fight 
corruption in the poor southern 
African country.

The land minister’s arrest was the 
second corruption scandal to erupt 
in less than a month.

Earlier in December, a corruption 
probe saw Malawi’s former finance 
minister and an ex-central bank 
governor arrested on allegations 
they manipulated accounts to 
obtain loans from the International 
Monetary Fund.

AGENCIES

Malawian President Chakwera
dissolves cabinet on graft row
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

FINACE and Planning minister 
Dr Mwigulu Nchemba has asked 
the World Food Programme (WFP) 
to purchase   cereal crops  from 
Tanzania farmers for feeding 
refugees in various areas they serve.

Dr Nchemba made the call 
in Dodoma, where he met and 
held talks with WFP’s country 
representative Sarah Gordon-
Gibson, where the two discussed 
a number of issues of cooperation 
between the government and the 
UN agency.

The minister said that in the 6 
years from 2015 to 2021, Tanzania 
has produced 17.8 million tonnes 
of food surplus and that the lack 
of a market for these agricultural 

products hampers farmers’ efforts 
to get rid of the economy.

Dr Nchemba appealed to the 
WFP to support market access and 
finance for investing in irrigated 
agriculture that will enable the 
country to produce more food and 
enable Tanzania to become a food 
warehouse. “The opinion of the 
Ministry and the government is to 
continue to work together in areas 
where President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan, has made it a priority 
to find markets for our farmers’ 
products so WFP and the areas you 
serve can help you find markets so 
that farmers can benefit from their 
production,” he said.

He commended the UN agency for 
its efforts to help Tanzania address 
the challenge of child malnutrition 

and called on it to continue to 
support the region by bringing 
creative ideas on how to end the 
problem in the country.

Dr Nchemba appealed to the WFP 
to enable the government to raise 
funds for the implementation of 
projects that will help address the 
challenge of climate change.

For her part, Sarah said that 
this season, her organization has 
purchased 76,000 tons of food in 
Tanzania at a cost of US $ 25 million 
and distributed it to areas in need.

“During that period we have also 
spent US$19 million to improve the 
operational activities of the Port of 
Dar es Salaam for transporting food 
sent to areas of need, especially 
refugee areas,” she said.

He pointed out that his 

organization plans to spend more 
than US$336 million to run its 
operations over the next five years 
from 2022 to 2027 where they 
expect to reach more than one 
million people.

Sarah also said that her 
organization plans to restore food 
service in schools in the country 
after suspending the service a few 
years ago due to the importance of 
food for children in school.

“We also plan to establish a 
program to help people earn cash by 
participating in the implementation 
of various projects in their areas 
including agricultural projects, 
construction of infrastructure as 
well as providing small loans as well 
as reliable markets for smallholder 
farmers,” Sara said.

Women from a Maasai herders’ community in Kenya attend training on the making of ornaments and leather goods organised by Oikosi East Africa 
under the Zoological Society of London. It was held at Ketumeine in Longido District, Arusha Region, last week. Photo: Correspondent Zanula Mollel

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

TANZANIANS have been called 
to emerge in large numbers for 
enumeration for the Population and 
Housing Census to be held in August 
this year in order to get right statistics 
for the country’s development.

The remarks were made here 
yesterday by Dr Pindi Chana, 
Minister of State in the PM 
Office (Policy, Parliament and 
Coordination) in her meeting with 
officials of the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) and their Zanzibar 
counterparts, Zanzibar Bureau of 
statistics (ZBS) on preparations for 
the coming census. 

Dr Chana said it is of great 
importance to conduct the census 
as it will provide essential statistics 
which the government will use 
to know people’s needs and the 
infrastructures needing revamped 
to enable the people get better social 
services.

“These statistics can be used for 
our own development as there 
are issues for the construction of 
health centres, classrooms, various 
investments as well as individual’s 
economies.

She also instructed for the 
formation of Regional, district, 
ward and Homesteads Census 
Committees and meet to discuss 
various issues on the preparation 
and implementation of the Census.

She thanked president Samia 
Suluhu Hassan for allowing the 
Census to take place this year and 
for providing the budget thereon.

She similarly thanked the 
Zanzibar government for the great 
cooperation it has given to ensure 
the Census will be a great success.

For his part the Zanzibar 
population and Housing Census 
Commissar Amb Mohamed 
Haji Hamza said the Census will 
involve all groups, including youth, 
prominent people, houses of 
worship and political leaders to 
convey the intended message and to 

make sure every person participates. 
For her part, the Government 

Chief Statistician Dr Albina Chuwa 
said this year’s Census will be 
conducted digitally to get the right 
data and added that a trial census 
has been done and training is being 
given to census enumerators.

“The enumerators are being 
trained on how to ask questions 
according to the respondent’s 
stature, taking into consideration 
those with disabilities,” Dr Chuwa 
said.

Census Coordinator from 
NBS Office Seif Kuchengo said 
preparations were going on well, 
and added that this year they will 
use tablets.

He said they have allocated 
54,989 homesteads out of 64,318, 
equivalent to 85 per cent while in 
urban areas 1,984 homesteads have 
been allocated out of 4,281.

Nchemba asks WFP to buy 
cereal crops from Tanzania

Wanted: More awareness 
on 2022 population census

The enumerators 
are being 
trained on how 
to ask questions 
according to the 
respondent’s 
stature, 
taking into 
consideration 
those with 
disabilities
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Katavi regional commissioner Mwamvua Mrindoko (in headscarf) receives an ATM card from Tanzania Commercial Bank CEO 
Sabasaba Moshingi shortly after opening an account with the bank. It was during Monday’s inauguration of the bank’s branch in 
Mpanda municipality. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has expressed intent to 
open a new chapter in its engagement with 
investors in the telecom sector aimed at 
encouraging investment.

Speaking during a tour of duty to 
some telecom companies earlier this 
week, Information, Communication and 
Information Technology minister, Nape 
Nnauye said the government was committed 
to creating an enabling business environment 
so that investors could inject more capital into 
various sectors including telecommunication.

“During the past six years, the 
telecommunications sector in Tanzania was 
subjected to colossal payments in fines, but 
the Samia Suluhu Hassan administration is 
now assuring investors that it was more than 
willing to start a new chapter with them,” he 
said.

Nnauye said the government was more 
than willing to come up with more conducive 
telecoms policies to attract increased 
investments in the sector.

The minister who visited Tigo, Vodacom 
and Airtel offices said “We are here to enhance 
the industry to suit business needs of offering 
quality service to consumers.

He said in its resolve to regaining the trust 
of the private sector, the government would 
engage members of the business community 

regularly.
When he was at Vodacom Tanzania, the 

firm’s board member Magreth Ikongo hailed 
the government’s move, saying it would heal 
their wounds that had in recent years shaken 
their business.

The minister said the government was ready 
to even review laws, policies and regulations 
which seem to be a nuisance and discouraged 
investments.

“Instead of investors coming to our offices to 
see us, it is about time we started visiting them 
in their offices and having talks,” said Nnauye.

Tigo’s acting managing director, Innocent 
Rwetabura, promised the minister that they 
would keep the momentum going when it 
comes to improving their services.

Apart from billions of shillings in court-
sanctioned fines due to some misconduct, the 
sector also paid billions of shillings in fine for 
poor services.

For instance, in July 2020, all the seven 
telecos were fined 1.2bn/- after they were 
accused by the regulator of poor quality 
services.

That came after they were fined 5.9bn/- for 
a similar reason in December 2019... And in 
February last year (2021), they were to pay a 
total of 38.1bn/- , but the regulator decided to 
change the penalty and instead instructed the 
companies to spend the money on improving 
service quality within 90 days.

Govt to open new chapter on 
best ways to engage investors

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

MINERALS Minister Dotto Biteko 
has urged women to come out 
in large numbers to participate 
in mining activities instead of 
lagging behind in the sector which 
contributes significantly to GDP.

Biteko, made the call yesterday 
in Dodoma while opening the 
24th annual general assembly 
of the Tanzania Women Miners 
Association (TAWOMA).

He said women in the country 
should be instrumental in 
participating in mining activities 
and stop continuing to see that the 
job is for men alone.

“You should be a beacon in 

mining, stop feeling inferior because 
the mining industry is not just for 
men,” he said, adding that women 
should not be part of the spectators 
in the industry but should be at the 
forefront of participating in mining 
activities and contributing to GDP 
growth through the sector.

“Let’s get rid of the notion that 
mining activities are for men and 
who should be given mining licenses 
is a man and no women entering 
this sector,” he said, urging financial 
institutions to provide loans to 
small-scale women miners to grow 
more honest in financial matters 
than men.

“I do not mean that men are 
not honest but women there is 

something God has given them 
that we men do not have, even the 
statistics of the people who smuggle 
minerals the majority are men only 
two women so far.”

Minister Biteko said the 
government will continue to create 
a friendly environment for women 
miners to achieve their dreams.

“The government has placed 
emphasis on this sector right 
now even in the transportation of 
minerals Tanzanians are involved, 
in the past it was about mining until 
someone said,” he said.

TAWOMA secretary generals, 
Salma Kundi said they are facing 
various challenges including a 
shortage of mining experts.

Tanzanian women in artisanal and small-scale mining 
challenged on opportunities for greater participation

By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

JUDGE Sam Rumanyika of the 
Tanzania Court of Appeal has 
called upon parents to educate 
their children to abide by ethics, 
control their movements, especially 
in regard to girls in order to rescue 
them from the big prospect for them 
getting pregnant at young ages.

Judge Rumanyika issued the call 
yesterday at the launching of the 
‘Konzi la Moyo TV Show aired here. 

He said child pregnancies do 
not happen by accident, but are 

contributed by poor upbringing and 
unlimited freedom.

He said parents and the society 
support the issue without realizing 
its adverse effects, hence, he added, 
it was time to understand that 
today’s child is the treasury for the 
nation of tomorrow, hence their 
rescue was needed now.

“The truth is that as for now 
there has been an increase of child 

marriages, parents, guardians and 
religious leaders’ guidance should 
assist, they should not allow the 
children to have unlimited freedom 
to do what they like,” said Judge 
Rumanyika. 

He added for children going 
wherever they want and return 
without being queried, especially at 
night is often the beginning of social 
decay.

Judge Rumanyika urges parents
to promote children’s wellbeing

Inspector Analyse Desdery (L) of the Police Gender Desk presents a paper at a seminar for journalists sponsored 
by Women Fund Tanzania Trust and held in Kahama. The thrust was on the role the media could play towards 
eradicating violence against women and children. Photo: Correspondent Shaban Njia

By Marc Nkwame , Arusha

TANZANIA has signed a contract 
with the Houston-based Baker 
Botts firm in which the latter will 
provide international legal advisory 
and consultation services for the 
country’s anticipated Liquid Natural 
Gas Project.

The contract was signed in Arusha 
between the Tanzania Petroleum 
Development Corporation (TPDC) 
and Baker Botts LLP operating from 
the United States.

Minister for Energy, January 
Makamba explained that Baker Botts 

is one of the leading law firms with 
connections to key international 
energy markets in Asia, Europe and 
the Middle East.

The Houston-based firm is  
thus going to undertake legal 
consultation services behind the 
execution of the previously delayed 
US$30 billion liquefied natural gas 
project in Southern Tanzania.

The Energy Minister, tabled talks 
with various International Energy 
Companies on Monday, to that 
effect.

A number of International 
Energy Companies have been in 

negotiations with the ministry 
regarding the implementation of 
the LNG project and these include 
Shell, Ophir, Equinor, Pavillion and 
ExxonMobil.

The Liquefied Natural Gas Scheme 
to be executed in Lindi Region.

The LNG project, according to 
Makamba, was extremely vital to 
the country’s economy as well as the 
local energy sector.

Upon taking office in March 
last year, President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan directed the Ministry to 
fast-track delayed investments, on 
that the plans for an LNG plant on 

the southern coast and a pipeline 
connecting offshore fields have been 
under consideration since 2014. 

Project which was to be initiated in 
the neighboring Mozambique under 
Total SE was shelved following 
insurgent attacks. Now it is only left 
for Tanzania to fill the vacuum in 
reviving its own LNG Venture.

Already the government had 
finalized compensation procedures 
with more than 600 residents of the 
southern Tanzanian town of Lindi to 
pave the way for the project.

Previously also, Tanzania together 
with the interested companies, 

including Royal Dutch Shell Plc, 
Exxon Mobil Corp., Sophi Energy 
Ltd. and Pavilion Energy Pte Ltd, 
discussed a proposed two-train 
onshore LNG plant for exporting gas 
to other countries.

The government envisaged 
building a pipeline network to 
connect and distribute gas to more 
than 10,000 homes and factories, 
mostly in the commercial hub of Dar 
es Salaam.

Tanzania and Mozambique have 
been described to be Sub-Saharan 
Africa’s foremost gas frontier-
investment destinations following 

the discovery of over 100 trillion 
cubic feet of the gas resources within 
their precincts.

Tanzania has been conducting 
natural gas exploration for more 
than 50 years now, with the maiden 
natural gas discovery in the country 
made in 1974 on the Songo Songo 
Island of Lindi. Later, in 1982, a 
second discovery was made at the 
Mnazi Bay area of Mtwara Region.

Again, from 2010, Tanzania 
has recorded more natural gas 
discoveries and since then, the latest 
estimated natural gas reserves as of 
2016, clocked at 57 trillion cubic feet.

TPDC signs contract with Baker Botts for LNG project consultancy
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This post, which is supposed to support telephone lines, is installed near the primary court in 
Dar es Salaam’s Manzese-Sinza suburb. It just could not withstand the ferocity of the strong 
winds experienced in parts of the city last week and has been lying in this state since, closing 
the particular section of the road to vehicular traffic. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Daniel Semberya

KIPUNGUNI Sauti ya Jamii Knowledge 
Centre in Ilala district, Dar es Salaam region 
has launched a special facility to produce 
charcoal using trash.

Donated by AMREF-Tanzania, the facility 
will see more wastes being collected and 
turned into charcoal thus making the 
surroundings clean, improve income and 
produce employment opportunities.

Speaking yesterday during the launch of 
the facility, the Dar es Salaam City Mayor, 
Omary Kumbilamoto commended the centre 

for the initiative to support the government’s 
efforts of ensuring the environment is clean.

Kumbilamoto said: “What you are doing 
is very pivotal because you really touch and 
support the efforts of our government through 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan because 
she once worked in an office that dealt with 

He further promised to continue 
supporting and caring Sauti ya Jamii for 
what they are doing for the community 
around, as far as environmental 
cleanliness is concerned.

TGNP’s executive director Lilian 
Liundi said that TGNP was happy for the 
achievement attained by one of their 70 
Knowledge Centres across the country. 
And they have reached over five million 
people across the country.

She further noted “Like when a parent 

is happy for the success of his or her child, 
we are also happy and joyous to see that 
one of our many products is graduating.”

According to Liundi, TGNP has 
empowered Sauti ya Jamii KC to know 
their rights and the responsibilities of 
their leaders.

Liundi said that from their various 
training Sauti ya Jamii KC has been 
able to dig out and expose various 
social challenges facing the Kipunguni 
Community. And in collaboration with 
their local leaders they have been able to 
address the challenges which are in their 
capacities.

Meanwhile, Liundi has urged other 
Knowledge Centres that have undergone 
various training by TGNP to borrow a leaf 
from what Sauti ya Jamii KC.

environmental issues before becoming a 
President.”

He urged Sauti ya Jamii to preserve the 
facility so that it continues to employ more 
people and serve the expenses that could be 
used to collect garbage and rubbish.

Meanwhile, Kumbilamoto directed 
Kipunguni Ward Community Development 
officer; Rozina Soka to ensure Sauti ya Jamii 
KC gets a loan offered by the Ilala District 
Council that will help them perform their 
day to day activities successfully.

Sauti ya Jamii Knowledge Centre’s Director 
Seleman Bishagazi said that the charcoal 
facility will be able to make charcoal from 
discarded boxes, papers, thrown charcoal 
dust by using cassava flour, and clay soil.

Bishagazi has revealed that the facility, 
which costs over 24m/-, has capacity to 
produce around two tonnes of charcoal per 
day.

He further noted that before the 
introduction of this project they underwent 
several trainings by AMREF in collaboration 
with the Tanzania Gender Network 
Programme (TGNP) in 2019.

The training mainly focused on how 
to make alternative charcoal as a way of 
protecting the environment and minimising 
deforestation.

He further noted that so far the training 
has benefitted over 800 vulnerable groups 
in Dar es Salaam and Mbeya regions.

According to Bishagazi, to begin with, the 
facility will employ 30 young girls and boys 
from vulnerable groups, particularly youth 
engaging in pick pockets, bhang smokers 
and women and girls with special needs. 
“We employ them so that we also teach them 
to change their behaviour and become good 
citizens.

Meanwhile, Bishagazi has thanked the 
Small Industries Development Organisation 
(SIDO) for promising to be the Guardian/ 
take care of the facility.

SIDO regional manager Ridhiwan Matage 
said that it is their role to ensure simple 
technology reaches citizens, offering training 
and market services.

“We offer various training and skills based 
development. And link producers to markets. 
Importantly we also train producers how to 
package their products,” he explained.

Dar’s Kipunguni knowledge centre 
turning garbage into opportunities
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

S
OMETIME in mid-2016, 
a former director of the 
Natural Resources and 
Tourism’s Forestry and 

Beekeeping Division led discussions 
on the extent to which forests 
can contribute to development if 
properly cared.

This was none other than 
Dr Felician Kilahama, a widely 
acknowledged expert in his area 
of specialisation boasting years of 
experience.

His remarks made reading that 
was inspiring enough to woo many 
into seeing why Tanzania had 
reason to believe that judicious 
management and exploitation of 
forests promised immense social 
and economic value.

The expert was not all that 
delighted or optimistic, though, 
seeing the way things were going 
in the country – and he punctuated 
his remarks with statistical and 
other details relating to the plunder 
to which Tanzanian forests are 
subjected.

The scenario he came up with 
was so gruesome as to make one 
see the pleas by some authorities 
as cries in the wilderness hardly 
anyone heeds.

As noted, there was no denying 
that Dr Kilahama really knew his 
onions when it came to speaking 
on the importance of conserving 
forests and wildlife resources, and 
it would make little sense taking his 
remarks for granted.

The widely acclaimed and much-
quoted conservation expert aptly 
described forest, woodland and 
wildlife resources as important 
natural assets commonly 
recognised primarily owing to their 
contribution to social and economic 
development.

He singled out water supply, food 
security, ecotourism, health and 
other social services, alongside the 
decisive link between the resources 
and environmental sustainability, 
soil and water conservation, 

agricultural production and 
livestock development.

These natural resources are 
undeniably a crucial endowment 
in that their very existence earns 
both the government and the nation 
much-needed revenue.

It would be both paradoxical 
and tragic were there to be 
scanty evidence of readiness or 
willingness to protect our forests 
and woodlands.

Yes, there have been intermittent 
pronouncements promising “severe 
legal and other action” against 
anyone encroaching upon forests 
and woodlands, resources known 
to have invaluable environmental 
values such as enhancement of 
water supply.

Going by logic, it is suicidal to so 
viciously invade catchment forests 
as to threaten water supply and 
electricity generation potential.

Experts have always rightly 
described these resources as the 
natural food hubs for human beings 
and wildlife alike. So, what is to beat 
food security as a national priority – 
anywhere on the globe?

Conservation experts have long 
identified the challenges we are 
bound to continue facing as we 
move to arrest this plunder, one 
being that most of our people still 
rely on farming and livestock grazing 
systems that are far from sustainable 
and environment-friendly.

Meanwhile, illegal logging, ever-
rising demand for charcoal often 
blamed on “poverty” and lack 
of better fuel options, sporadic 
eruptions of wild fires, and the 
half-hearted nature of tree-planting 
efforts do not help matters – as 
climate change continues to wreak 
havoc.

We must reflect more seriously on 
the precarious situation the world 
is in and inject more political will 
and public understanding into the 
protection of the environment, thus 
ensuring the safety and regeneration 
of our forests and woodlands.

We must take pride in efforts 
to conserve natural resources 

By Jibrin Ibrahim 

L
ast week, I attended a 
Convening on Higher 
Education in Africa, 
organised by Professor 

Toyin Falola of the University of 
Texas. The conference held at 
Babcock University, and focused on 
the theme of the impact of private 
universities on public universities in 
Africa. Participants were drawn from 
university faculty, Academic Staff 
Union of Universities, regulators, 
founders, donors, students, and 
independent researchers from 
Ghana, Kenya, Uganda, South Africa, 
and Nigeria. It was an exciting 
debate on the complex relationship 
between the public and private 
sectors in higher education.

The original argument for the 
establishment of private universities 
was to create more access for 
students but the reality today is 
that the private sector has not 
substantially increased access. In 
addition, private universities have 
not really recruited and trained 
its own faculty, it poaches from 
the public sector for staff and is 
dependent of moon lighting. The 
terrible story that emerged is that 
many public university lecturers 
that are rarely seen by their students 
teach the students in the private 
sector with assiduity and devotion 
for the extra money. The raison 
d’etre of private universities, at least 
in Nigeria, is that public universities 
are perpetually on strike and 
parents need universities where 
their children can study, covering 
fully the syllabus and not spending 
more than the required number 
of years before graduation. This is 
being achieved and already the age 
of graduands of private universities 
is significantly lower than that of the 
public sector.

Nigeria currently has a total of 
198 universities, half of which, 99, 
are private. The private universities 
however host only about 10% of the 
total students in the country. The 
breakdown of the universities is as 
follows:

45 Federal Universities with 
1,310,825 students = 62.4 per cent.

54 State Universities with 578,936 
students = 27.5 per cent.

55 Private (Christian) Universities 
with 98, 358 students = 4.68 per cent.

5 Private (Muslim) Universities 
with 29,984 students = 1.4 per cent.

39 Private (Secular) Universities 
with 81,908 students = 3.9 per cent.

A couple of years ago, we carried 

out research with the Institute 
of Education of the University of 
London on universities as a public 
good in Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, South 
Africa and Uganda. Our findings 
showed a deep commitment by the 
governments and people of these 
countries to higher education as a 
public good that the State should 
bear responsibility for. The system 
worked as an elite model up till the 
1980s when the demand for access 
grew and in the process of rapid and 
significant expansion, massification 
developed. The governing elites 
in these countries responded with 
their feet, taking their children out 
of public sector on the grounds that 
quality has fallen and sending them 
abroad. Those who could not afford 
foreign universities demanded 
for the establishment of private 
universities in their countries and 
the outcome is a two-tier system 
essentially separating the children 
of the elite and the people.

At the Babcock Conference, Dr. 
Hannah Muzee of the University of 
Capetown described this era we are 
in as one of academic capitalism 
because many of the proprietors of 
private universities conceive of their 
organisations as enterprises that 
provide a service but should also 
produce profit. The consensus at the 
conference is that in Nigeria, not all 
private universities see their mission 
as profit making. Nonetheless, they 
are seen as enterprises, that should 
at least break even. So far, that is not 
happening. Most private universities 
are making heavy losses. The reason 
is simple. I discussed with a number 
of proprietors and Vice Chancellors 
of private universities and their 
story is that the student base they 
have is too small to support the huge 
land acquisition, infrastructure 
development, security, construction 

and bank loan costs that they have 
incurred. In the coming years, many 
will collapse as bankrupt businesses 
because although they charge high 
fees, the fees are too low to support 
their costs.

The real problematic they face 
is not with public universities in 
Nigeria. The Nigerian University 
system is complex and class based 
and operates in an international 
environment in which many within 
the elite send their children abroad 
for their education. According to the 
United Kingdom’s Higher Education 
Statistics Agency (HESA), Nigeria 
was the third non-European Union 
country sending the highest number 
of students to the United Kingdom. 
In 2009/10, it had 16,680 students in 
UK Higher Institutions and in 2010/11; 
there were 17,585 Nigerian students 
in those institutions, ranking only 
behind India and China. The United 
Kingdom has been actively soliciting 
for Nigerian fee-paying students for 
decades with each student paying 
on average £12,000 per student 
just for tuition. It was the former 
governor of the Central Bank of 
Nigeria, Muhammadu Sanusi II, who 
first drew attention to the cost of 
education of elite children abroad. 
He said there were around 71,000 
Nigerian students in Ghana’s tertiary 
institutions and they spent about 
US$1 billion on tuition and upkeep 
at that time: “The tuition paid by 
Nigerian students studying in Ghana 
with a better organised education 
system is more than the annual 
budget of all federal universities in 
the country.”

A fraction of the amount spent by 
elite on their children abroad would 
be enough to adequately fund 
higher education. This is what led 
us to the current paradox in which 
progressive Nigerians insist that 

the Government must fully fund 
public universities but as the elite 
know that the university system is 
broken, they vote with their feet 
and send their children abroad for 
university education. According 
to the International Educational 
Exchange data released by the 
Institute of International Education 
(IIE), there were 11,710 Nigerian 
students pursuing their educational 
goals in the United States in 2017. 
When you add the numbers of 
Nigerian students in Malaysia, 
Canada, South Africa, Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, 
Hungary, India, Turkey, Ukraine, 
Russia, Cyprus and Germany, it is 
easy to see why private universities 
in Nigeria have been squeezed out 
of resources. There is a political 
economy crisis generated by the 
fact that the Nigerian elite place 
massive amounts of money in 
foreign universities undermining 
both public and private universities 
in Nigeria.

Essentially, our elite has made 
nonsense of the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria which 
provides:

Government shall direct its policy 
towards ensuring that there are 
equal and adequate educational 
opportunities at all levels

Government shall promote 
science and technology

Government shall strive to 
eradicate illiteracy; and to this end, 
Government shall as and when 
practicable provide:

Free, Compulsory and Universal 
Primary Education;

Free University Education; and
Free Adult Literacy Programme.
As a Nation, we have decided to 

divert the resources for these to 
foreign institutions.

The Babcock Convening had 
drawn out battles between ASUU 
activists who see the private 
universities as the problem and the 
private university warriors who see 
ASUU as the ogre that has killed the 
public universities with their strikes, 
forcing the need to go private. I 
think it would be useful to orient 
the discussion towards establishing 
the cost Nigerians pay to fund and 
support foreign university budgets. 
Consciousness of the vastness of the 
expenditure might push us towards 
reflecting on how some of the said 
resources can be used to revive 
the Nigerian university system. 
Academic capitalism is not local, it is 
global. The university as enterprise 
is not in Nigeria, it is abroad.

Seeing private universities as enterprises: 
Are there limits to academic capitalism?

Ray of hope in Tanzania over 
number of new leprosy cases

L
eprosy is close to 
being eliminated from 
Africa, the World Health 
Organisation has said.

In a report presented to African 
health ministers who   met in Harare, 
Zimbabwe, during the 48th session 
of the WHO Regional Committee, the 
organisation said Africa has’virtually 
attained the target of elimination of 
leprosy in spite of numerous social 
and health problems.’

The social and economic upheaval 
caused by the coronavirus pandemic 
has been particularly hard on 
persons affected by leprosy and 
their families, many of whom were 
in a vulnerable position to begin 
with. Lockdowns implemented by 
governments have made it harder 
for them to access treatment and 
care, deprived them of income-
generating opportunities, and 
exacerbated the deprivations their 
marginalized communities already 
faced.

Leprosy is one of the oldest 
recorded diseases in the world. 
It is an infectious chronic disease 
that targets the nervous system, 
especially the nerves in the cooler 
parts of the body: the hands, feet, 
and face. Pope Francis has spoken in 
support of the observation. 

Tanzania has recorded dramatic 
reduction of new leprosy cases over 
the past five years, consolidating 
further its disease elimination status 
which it reached in 2006 as per the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
requirements and criteria.

Efforts undertaken by the 
government have reduced new 
infections from 43 patients in every 
1million people in 2014 to 26 in 

every 1 million people in 2019.
  According to the World Health 

Organisation (WHO), Tanzania has 
attained leprosy elimination level as 
disease is no longer a public health 
problem and the country has less 
than ten patients in every 100,000 
people according to 2006 statistics.

 According to 2019 statistics, the 
number of leprosy patients has 
dropped from 4.3 in every 100,000 
people in 2014 to 3 in 100,000 in 
2019. 

Leprosy infection to children has 
also decreased by around 41 per 
cent as reports indicate that in 2014 
there were 90 children who were 
suffering from the disease but by last 
year the number dropped to 53.

By last year all regions in the 
country except Lindi had already 
attained leprosy elimination level 
but there are 16 district councils 
which are yet to attain the required 
level of registered prevalence of less 
than 1 case per 10 000 population.

The councils which have 
continued to register more than one 
patient in every 10,000 people are 
Lindi, Liwale, Nachingwea, Ruangwa, 
Masasi, Nanyumbu, Morogoro, 
Mvomero, Mpanda, Nkasi, Kibaha, 
Mkinga, Tunduma and Shinyanga 
and Kigoma municipalities.

Minister Mwalimu, however, 
directed regions and district 
councils to set aside budgets for 
conducting awareness campaigns to 
identify new patients and put them 
on medication.

This year’s commemoration 
emphasises respect for the rights 
and dignity of people affected by 
leprosy by fighting against stigma 
and discrimination.
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Galvanised public support of Mali’s government over Ecowas sanctions likely to exacerbate nation’s woes
By Ornella Moderan, Fahiraman Rodrigue Koné and Fatoumata 
Maïga

O
n 14 January, huge crowds gathered in Ma-
li’s capital Bamako and other towns to de-
nounce sanctions imposed on the country 
by the Economic Community of West Afri-

can States (Ecowas) and West African Economic and 
Monetary Union (Waemu). 

Protesters responded to a televised address by the 
transitional president and junta leader, Colonel Assimi 
Goïta in which he described the sanctions as “illegal, 
illegitimate and inhumane” and invited public mobili-
sation to denounce them.

The sanctions were triggered by the government’s at-
tempt to extend the transition period by five years, be-
ginning 1 January 2022, despite a commitment to hold-
ing elections this February. But the sanctions made 
many Malians angry and awakened a sense of patriot-
ism that benefits the transitional government. The dip-
lomatic, trade and financial restrictions include a trade 
embargo and freezing Mali’s assets at the Central Bank 
of West African States.

The measures were intended to isolate Mali, weaken 
its economy and encourage citizens to pressure their 
leaders into speeding up elections — adding to the ex-
ternal pressure from the country’s main diplomatic 
partners. But the strategy hasn’t worked.

After the announced closure of air and land borders 
between Mali and the other Ecowas countries, Guinea 
— also in a transition following a military coup in Sep-
tember 2021 — said it wouldn’t enforce them. So Mali 
retains maritime access through the port of Conakry 
which, although lacking the capacity of Dakar or Abid-
jan, provides some breathing space while the sanctions 
last. 

And neither Mauritania nor Algeria, which border 
Mali and also have ports, seem inclined to support 
Ecowas and the monetary union’s punitive approach. 
Neither country is a member of these regional organi-
sations. 

This situation weakens the sanctions regime, which 
was also questioned at an African Union Peace and Se-
curity Council meeting on 14 January. Three days later, 
a Malian delegation began a tour of Guinea, Mauritania 
and Algeria to strengthen bilateral ties as part of a ‘re-
sponse plan’ to the sanctions.

Malian markets have already seen some price in-
creases since the announcement of sanctions, but 
these remain limited so far. Meanwhile, suspending 
trade could harm economies other than Mali’s. As a 
major importer of manufactured goods, Mali is a key 
customer for the ports of Dakar and Abidjan, which 
could see a business slowdown.

The trade embargo could also damage other coastal 
countries’ economies, such as Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana, 
which depend on Mali for livestock and meat imports. 
The costs of these commodities have already soared in 
recent months due to insecurity in the Sahel. In 2012, 
when Ecowas imposed similar restrictions on Mali, Ivo-
rian farmers protested when their plantains and other 
perishable goods destined for Mali were stopped at the 
border.

This time around, the Ecowas sanctions include 
exceptions that should allow trade in staple foods. 
However other products will be blocked, potentially 
increasing internal pressure on West African govern-
ments that trade with Mali.

Far from weakening popular support for the tran-
sitional authority, the sanctions have provoked a na-
tional outcry. Malian opinion has united in ‘sacred un-
ion’ around a government that has become difficult to 
criticise without appearing unpatriotic. Although un-
doubtedly triggered by the Ecowas decision, this wave 
of sovereignism also reflects suspicion of French inter-
ference after months of escalating diplomatic tensions 
between Mali, Ecowas and France. 

Engaging in arm-wrestling poses significant risks to 
Mali, which could face an inflation and liquidity crisis. 
But such tactics could also backfire on Ecowas, whose 
image has already been damaged nationally and re-
gionally.

By repeatedly imposing sanctions, the organisation 
is seen in Mali as a punisher rather than a partner. 
Many have forgotten its central role in helping Mali’s 
armed forces fight insecurity since the crisis started. 
As early as 2013, several countries in the region took 
part in the African-led International Support Mission 
in Mali (Afisma). They continue participating in the 
United Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabiliza-
tion Mission in Mali (Minusma), the UN mission that 
succeeded Afisma.

Ecowas’s insistence on Mali’s rapid return to consti-

tutional order contrasts with its silence 
on constitutional manipulation in Côte 
d’Ivoire and Guinea aimed at legalis-
ing a third presidential term. The body 
has also been quiet about authoritarian 
excesses in several other countries in 
the region. This double standard hasn’t 
gone unnoticed, and to some, it is proof 
that Ecowas is bullying the country.

Failure of the sanctions could signal 

weakness, adding to the Ecowas legiti-
macy crisis and ultimately discrediting 
it. This could also be the outcome if 
armed jihadist groups in Mali took ad-
vantage of the confusion created by the 
sanctions crisis to make inroads.

To break the deadlock, the situation 
must be de-escalated and dialogue re-
stored. The mutual recall of Malian and 
Ecowas ambassadors (Ecowas recalled 

its ambassador and Mali announced it 
would reciprocate) is counterproduc-
tive and limits communication chan-
nels. Reversing this measure should 
be the first step towards lifting sanc-
tions.

Mali’s international partners must 
focus less on election dates. Instead, 
dialogue should be directed at concrete 
objectives that a transition extension — 

now inevitable — should serve. In this 
dialogue, political parties and civil so-
ciety could be powerful allies in finding 
a balanced solution and distinguishing 
urgent reforms from those that can wait. 
The involvement of these groups would 
allow Ecowas to leverage internal pres-
sure and reduce suspicion of manipula-
tion from outside the region.

				    DM



Wednesday 26   January  2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             11

 news/ news featureS

16
66

82

By Guardian Reporter

WINNERS of the 2021 Mabati Cornell Kiswahili 
Prize for African Literature will be announced in Dar 
es Salaam this Thursday, it has been confirmed.

Addressing a press conference in Dar es Salaam, 
the ALAF Limited external affairs manager, Hawa 
Bayumi said the Kiswahili Prize was established in 
2015.

“The winners will be known on Thursday during 
an event at the Mlimani City at 8 am and we expect 
different literature stakeholders to attend this im-
portant event,” she said adding and that a panel of 
three judges will read out some of the best entries 
and announce the overall winners.

She said the annual 15,000 dollar Prize is awarded 
to the best unpublished manuscripts, or books pub-
lished within two years of the award year across the 
categories of fiction, poetry, memoir, and graphic 
novels.

“The winning entries are published in Kiswahili by 
East African Educational Publishers (EAEP). And the 
best poetry book published in English translation by 
the Africa Poetry Book Fund,” she said.

The Kiswahili Prize is supported by ALAF Limited 

Winners of Mabati Cornell Kiswahili Awards for unveiling in Dar es Salaam

ALAF Limited external affairs manager Hawa Bayumi (C) addresses the media on the forthcoming 2021 Mabati Cornell 
Kiswahili Prize for African Literature to be held in Dar es Salaam on Thursday. Others from left are ALAF marketing 
officer, Theresia Mmasy and marketing officer Sharo Mallya. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

of Tanzania and Mabati Rolling 
Mills of Kenya (subsidiaries of Sa-
fal Group) and The Office of the 
Vice Provost for International 
Affairs at Cornell University and 
the Africana Studies Center at 
Cornell University, USA.

The prize, founded in 2014 by 
Dr. Lizzy Attree (Caine Prize Di-
rector) and Dr. Mukoma Wa Ngugi 
(Cornell University), has the ex-
press goal of recognizing writing 
in African languages and encour-
aging translation from, between 
and into African languages.

Safal Group and its subsidiar-
ies (which include Mabati Rolling 
Mills Limited of Kenya and ALAF 
Limited in Tanzania) are collec-
tively known as The Safal Group. 
The Safal Group is the largest 
producer of Steel Roofing on the 
African continent with 36 opera-
tions in 12 countries. www.safal-
group.com

By Aisha Mbuma, SJMC

PARENTS and guard-
ians have been chal-
lenged to come up with 
different strategies to 
protect children from 
gender based violence 
(GBV) in their localities.

In separate inter-
views, Moshi-based 
Mariam Ismail said that 
it’s the responsibility 
of parents and guard-
ians to protect children 
from cruelty and vio-
lence-related incidents.

She said: “For ‘me as a 
parent, I'll help to make 
my child as my friend 
so that he can be free to 
speak anything and also 
I would like to provide 
an advice to other par-
ents that they should be 
very close to their chil-
dren so that they can be 
able to screen the prob-
lems on which their 
children are facing”

A Rombo District resi-
dent Abubakar Shayo 
said: “The social media 
play a big role in pro-
tecting the children's 
right from violence and 
other bad act through 
providing education 
on the importance of 
protecting children 
right also through vari-
ous programs that are 
based on children's af-
fairs”.

A 12-year-old Alvin 
Maro from Mwanza 
said that the children's 
rights should be pro-
tected starting from the 
family level upon to the 
society and this will be 
done by reporting all 
bad acts to the parents 
and elders within the 
community.

The perceptive mind 
of the child is shaped 
by the condition sur-
rounding him or her so 
the protection of the 
children is responsible 
for all communities as 
well as government and 
media.

Violence, abuse, and 
exploitation are the so-
cial factors that hinders 
the growth of children, 
thus, media play a big 
role in protecting chil-
dren by educating chil-
dren, parent, and teach-
er about the need and 
right of children. The 
media has the responsi-
bility to enable children 
about their rights.

The future genera-
tion is in hands of the 
children, so it should 
protect children for the 
development of the fu-
ture generation.

UNHRC article 7 
states that media are 
responsible for pro-
moting the welfare of 
the child, media play a 
big role in protecting 
children from violence, 
abuse, and exploitation. 

Parents and guardians 
challenged to protect 
children against GBV
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Angola’s ruling MPLA begins international voter registration 
drive but analysts believe move will be party’s undoing
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST: FOR THE PROVISION 
OF SPECIALIST UNDERGROUND MAGNETIC LOCATOR 
EQUIPMENT FOR EACOP 
REFFERENCE NO. 0010007415

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SCOPE OF THE SERVICES:
 
•  The supply of Schonstedt brand, GA-72Cd model, underground magnetic locators in Tanzania.
•  The supply of EBINGER brand, UPEX® 740 M model, large loop metal locator.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:

Companies expressing their interest are invited to document their request with:

• Proof of Registration  including Business License. 
• Proof of agency / authorised reseller and authorised repair services availability in country.
• References of similar provision of equipment.

latest year available.
• Application for registration with the EWURA Local Supplier Service Provider (LSSP) database at the time 

of submission of the response to this expression of interest is strongly recommended.

 Companies which have the ability, capacity and resources to implement the activities listed above 
should express their interest by sending together with the documents stated in the above section through 
an email to eacop-tz.eoi.1000001@totalenergies.com (max. email size 20Mb) on or before 9th 
February 2022 by 17:00 hours East African Time (EAT) should be 0010007415.

 Note: The EACOP project will review and assess the documents provided by the interested companies 

signature of a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA), invitation to submit bids in furtherance of the call for 
tender process. All Expression of Interests should be submitted in English Language.

TotalEnergies East Africa Midstream B.V. (Company) Tanzania, an Oil and Gas company, invites 
experienced and reputable organizations to express their interest in the provision of specialist underground 
magnetic locator equipment to the East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EACOP) project.
The EACOP project involves the construction and operation of a buried, cross-border pipeline to transport 
crude oil from the Lake Albert area in Uganda to the eastern coast of Tanzania for export to international 
markets. 
The pipeline will run from Kabaale in Hoima District, Uganda to Chongoleani, Tanga Region, in Tanzania. 
The length of the pipeline is 1,443 km, of which 1,147 km will be in Tanzania. 

By Peter Fabricius

F
acing the greatest electoral 
threat of its 46 years in pow-
er, the Angolan government 
launched a worldwide cam-

paign in Cape Town this week that 
aims to register all of the country’s es-
timated 450,000 eligible citizens in 
the diaspora to enable them to vote 
in the August national elections. This 
will be the first time Angolans living 
outside the country will be able to 
cast their votes.

Needing every vote it can muster, 
the Movimento Popular de Liber-
tação de Angola (MPLA) seems to be 
gambling that it can win a majority of 
the votes of Angolans abroad — even 
though the region’s diasporas gener-
ally back their governments’ opposi-
tion parties.

Angola’s three main opposition 
parties have formed a coalition that, 
polls show, could win as much as 64% 
of the vote, dislodging the MPLA, 
which has been in power since No-
vember 1975.

Underlining the importance the 
government attaches to the diaspora 
vote, Marcy Lopes, the Angolan min-
ister of territorial administration, 
travelled to South Africa this week to 
launch the registration drive.

He witnessed Guimera Junior, who 
has just finished high school in Cape 
Town, become the first Angolan to be 
enfranchised abroad when she regis-
tered at Angola’s consulate-general, 
where her father works, on 17 Janu-
ary. 

Lopes said the registration was the 
start of a global registration drive, 
though not all of the country’s em-
bassies and consulates-general were 
ready to go.

Maria Filomena Delgado, Angola’s 
ambassador to SA, said the embassy 
in Pretoria and the consulates-gener-
al in Cape Town and Johannesburg 
were completing training of the staff 
who would register the approximate-
ly 17,000 Angolans living in SA by the 
end of March.

“We appeal to the patriotic con-

science of all citizens for their peace-
ful and exemplary participation in 
the process,” she said, adding that 
Angolans in South Africa without 
identity documents could apply for 
these to the two consulates-general.

The MPLA’s drive to enfranchise 
Angolans living abroad seems, on 
face value, rather puzzling, as in oth-
er nearby countries — such as Zim-
babwe, for instance — the diaspora 
mostly supports the opposition and 
so is not allowed to vote.

Justin Pearce, an Angola expert at 
the University of Sussex, believes that 
most Angolans living in SA will vote 
for the opposition, particularly União 
Nacional para a Independência Total 
de Angola (Unita), which fought the 
MPLA in a bitter and protracted civil 
war that only ended in 2002.

Pearce suggests, however, that the 
MPLA may be counting on other, 
larger diaspora communities for sup-
port, such as those in the former co-
lonial power Portugal, where it may 
get the vote of well-to-do profession-
als, many of whom likely have dual 
nationality. The pro-MPLA social elite 
has deep Portuguese connections.

He says the MPLA could also be 
counting on expats in the US, who 
mostly got there thanks to the oil 
industry and who are close to the es-
tablishment.

Lopes was asked at a media confer-
ence in Cape Town why his govern-
ment was only allowing the diaspora 
to vote after 47 years in power. He 
explained that, with the advent of 
multiparty democracy in 1991, Ango-
lans had theoretically been allowed 
to vote according to the country’s 
constitution, but the logistics had not 
been in place to enable this.

In 2010, the constitution was 
amended to allow Angolans in the 
diaspora to vote — but only if they 
were living abroad for work, study 
or medical treatment. Then, last year, 
Parliament — at the initiative of Presi-
dent João Lourenço — amended the 
constitution again to allow all Ango-
lans with an identity document who 
are over 18 and are living abroad to 

vote, regardless of their reasons for 
being out of the country.

Lopes shrugged off the view ex-
pressed by several analysts that the 
MPLA would be facing the greatest 
threat to its long hold on power in 
the August elections.

It will be confronting an opposi-
tion coalition comprising three of 
the strongest parties, led by strong 
leaders. The main one is its old en-
emy, on the battlefield and in parlia-
ment — Unita, led, since 2019, by the 
youthful, capable and pugnacious 
Adalberto Costa Júnior.

He has formed the United Patriotic 
Front (FPU) coalition with two other 
opposition leaders — former Unita 
parliamentary leader Abel Chivuku-
vuku, now heading PRA-JA Servir 
Angola, and Filomena Vieira Lopes, 
leader of the Bloco Democrático, 
which was previously part of the 
Convergência Ampla de Salvação de 
Angola-Coligação Eleitoral (Casa-CE) 
coalition.

According to the journal Africa 
Confidential, the three-party coali-
tion is poised to take advantage of 
widespread discontent with falling 
living standards over the past five 
years as Lourenço, who took over 
from longtime-president José Ed-
uardo dos Santos in 2017, tries to di-
versify an economy dependent on oil 
and gas extraction.

Falling oil prices and the Covid-19 
pandemic have put further pressure 
on the Angolan economy.

Pearce notes that Lourenço won 
kudos with voters when he took over 
from Dos Santos and lost no time in 
prosecuting some high-profile ben-
eficiaries of the previous regime, na-
tionalising their assets.

These included close family mem-
bers of Dos Santos, such as his daugh-
ter Isabel, head of the state oil com-
pany Sonangol and widely reputed 
to have been the richest woman in 
Africa; and his son, José Filomeno 
(Zenu), who headed the national sov-
ereign wealth fund under his father 
and has been convicted for corrup-
tion under Lourenço.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

TANZANIA Revenue Authority (TRA)’s 
tax ambassadors have called on traders 
and the general public to stop engaging 
themselves in smuggling as the business 
denies the government of its revenues 
due to tax evasion.

The call was given here yesterday 
by appointed tax ambassadors – Zulfa 
Omar and Subira Mgalu (Special Seats 
MPs for Pemba South and Coast Re-
gions respectively and Edo Kumwembe, 
a journalist during their visit in Arusha, 
Kilimanjaro and Tanga Regions aimed 
at mobilising traders to pay tax volun-
tarily.

“We have visited many border posts 
and at every post we found challenges 
in regard to smuggling, people import 
goods via unauthorized routes, and if 
you ask them they say they were born 
in the business.

“I plead with you, we should not live 

by habits, we must stop this practice 
because all of us understand that pay-
ing tax is the only sure way to build the 
country, and I as a tax ambassador, will 
continue to educate and mobilise Tan-
zanians to stop goods smuggling,” said 
Tax Ambassador Zulfa.

For his part, Edo Kumwembe said, 
apart from tax evasion, another reason 
for mobilising the people to stop smug-
gling activities is the scarcity of genu-
ine, quality goods from those passing 
through unauthorized routs, some of 
which can be hazardous to the health of 
Tanzanians.

For her part, Tax Ambassador Subira 
Mgalu appealed to traders to pay tax 
voluntarily and desist from smuggling 
warning them that once they get caught, 
both the goods and the vehicles carry-
ing them would be confiscated by the 
government, including other legal steps 
against them.

The Tax Ambassadors’ visit to the 

TRA’s tax ambassadors 
call on traders to desist 
from smuggling activities

Anjari Soda Factory production manager, Safari Mngazija (gesturing) shows on how the Tanga-based factory operates during their working visit of the 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA)’s Tax Ambassadors to Arusha, Kilimanjaro and Tanga Regions aimed at encouraging businesses to pay their taxes volun-
tarily and on time. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

By Francis Kajubi

TANZANIA Revenue Authority 
(TRA) has pledged to strengthen se-
curity in the water bodies where it 
focuses on mobilizing more revenues 
that are at risk of being evaded by dis-
honest players in the fisheries sector.

TRA Commissioner General Al-
phayo Kidata revealed the plan yes-
terday in Dar es Salaam when he was 
receiving water and border surveil-
lance and control equipment donat-
ed by the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency ( JICA).

“The donation is part of the imple-
mentation of the project for Enhanc-
ing Trade Facilitation and Border 
Control Capacity in East Africa agreed 
between the East African community 
states and the Japanese government 
in November 2019. The equipment 
are meant at enabling TRA mobile 

revenues that are at risk of being 
missed due to various reasons,” said 
Kidata.

According to him, the equipment 
include four patrol cars, baggage 
scanner, one patrol boat, portable 
spectrometers and field test kits. 
However, he said, the project is a re-
sult of the signed Nairobi Declaration 
following the Tokyo International 
Conference on Africa Development 
(TICAD VI) which was held in August 
2016 where the Japanese government 
committed itself to support Africa 
development including trade facilita-
tion and border control management.

“The surveillance kits and equip-
ment for enhancement of border 
control management procured by 
JICA in September 2020 and in April 
last year have received, allocated 
and are in use in various border sta-
tions. However, the drug detection 

kits received today will contribute in 
protection of vulnerable community 
members from illicit drugs” added 
Kidata.

Yamamura Naofumi, Chief Repre-
sentative of JICA Tanzania said that 
Japan is committed to strengthening 
its relations with Tanzania in eco-
nomic and social projects that are 
mostly likely to have direct impact 
on citizens. “After launching the Af-
rican Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) in January 2021, the impor-
tance of intra-continental trade has 
been highlighted further, I order to 
achieve regional and continental eco-
nomic and social development;

Concurrently, proper border man-
agement shall be also considered in 
controlling cross-border criminals 
such as smugglers and taking coun-
termeasures against prevalence of  
COVID-19,” said Naofumi.

Taxman strengthening 
security in water bodies 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mtwara

WORKS and Transport Minister 
Prof Makame Mbarawa has called on 
Tanzania Airport Authority (TAA) to 
make sure the airports are in quality 
state to enable Air Tanzania Corpora-
tion (ATCL) operate like commuter 
buses (daladala) with flights landing 
and taking off with ease to avoid it 

making losses.
He said as for now, from 7:00 pm 

ATCL planes park because the air-
ports have no landing lights. 

The Minister issued the call here 
yesterday during his inspection visit 
of expansion project of Mtwara air-
port, saying as for now they were 
about to announce the appointment 
of another TAA Director whose first 

task will be to install landing lights at 
various airports.

He said as for now Tanzania air-
ports that have landing lights are 
not more than five – Dar es Salaaam, 
Mwanza, Zanzibar, KIA, Songwe and 
Mtwara, the last two are in the last 
stages of installing landing lights.

Prof Mbarawa added that the new 
TAA director will be given targets in-

cluding one in making sure there are 
landing lights at various airports that 
do not have tyhem.

In regard to Mtwara airport, Prof 
Mbarawa said it is of high quality and 
what was remaining is for TAA offi-
cials to advertise it, by emulating how 
KIA is doing for the airport.

He said Mtwara is a very easy area 
to advertise, and if it does so the ad-

vertisement should involve the tour-
ist attractions found in the southern 
regions as well as wooing traders 
from neighbouring countries to use 
the airport for their various activities. 

For his part, Mtwara Airport Man-
ager Samuel Mruma said the expan-
sion work to the airport aims to make 
it among the best airports in the 
country by enabling bigger planes to 

land.
Mtwara Region TANROADS Man-

ager, Eng Dotto John said expansion 
work involves the widening of the 
runway from 30 metres now to 45 
metres.

Other works include the resurfac-
ing of the runway to Grade B with 
200m thick, and added that total ex-
pansion cost is expected to be 

Prof Mbarawa calls on TAA to install landing lights at various airports

TRA’s Commissioner General, Alphayo Kidata.

had the opportunity to visit Naman-
ga, Holili, Tarakea border posts in 
Arusha and Kilimanjaro regions.

northern regions ended yester-
day whereby TRA Director for 
Taxpayers Education, Richard 
Kayombo said the Authority will 

continue cooperate with the 
ambassadors to ensure they per-
form their duties in educating 
and mobilising business people 

to pay tax voluntarily. 
The tax Ambassadors were ap-

pointed by the Finance Minister, 
Dr Mwigulu Nchemba and have 

Katavi Regional Commissioner Mwanamvua Mrindoko (2nd L) cuts a ribbon to mark the official launch of the TCB Mpanda District branch on Monday. Looking on (L) is the TCB 
Chief Executive Officer Sabasaba Moshingi. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

GERMANY has okayed for the 
restoration of its cooperation 
with Zanzibar and will continue 
assisting it in various develop-
ment sectors including the wa-
ter sector.

This was revealed here yes-
terday by the Permanent Secre-
tary in the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning, Dr Juma Malik Ali 
when opening joint discussions 
between Zanzibar and the Ger-
man Federal Government aimed 
at making reviews of the coop-
eration for both sides.

Other areas which Germany 
has shown interest in assisting 
is the health sector and health 
insurance, blue economy. Envi-
ronmental preservation, good 
governance, housing and sports.

He further said the return of 
the cooperation will at a great 
extent help in many areas facing 
challenges, including the water 
sector.

“it will be recalled that in 2015, 
after the General elections, the 

Zanzibar Government stopped 
its cooperation with the Ger-
man Government and stopped 
its aid to Zanzibar,” he said.

PS Juma assured the people 
of Zanzibar that they should 
expect the return of traditional 
cooperation that began before 
the 1964 Revolution.

Submitting his report on the 
2050 Zanzibar Vision, the com-
missioner for Economic Devel-
opment, Ahmed Makame haji 
said was implementing the first 
Vision, that of 2020 that was of-
ficially launched in 2000.

JH said the Vision had vari-
ous goals, but the main goal is 
to make Zanzibar attain middle 
income status and already Zan-
zibar has attained that.

For his part, the Head of Co-
operation in the German Em-
bassy Dr Katrin Bornemann, 
said her Government and that 
of Zanzibar have restored their 
cooperation in implementing 
various development projects.

Revolutionary Government 
of Zanzibar President, Hussein 

German govt cements 
cooperation with Z’bar
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Business news

From food vendor to building Sh80m hotel
NAIROBI

WHEN Lucy Wangare Muchiri dropped out of Lari Secondary School 
in 1983 to get married after getting pregnant at the age of 15, she began 
a journey of difficulties.

She would never have imagined her current fortunes: The owner of a 
thriving ‘Mama Njuguna’ hotel in Kitale and the ongoing construction of 
her Sh80 million hotel near Kitale Bus Park.

Ms Wangare, who was born at Gethithia village in Kiambu County, 
had joined the school in 1982 courtesy of her uncle and renowned au-
thor Ngugi Wa Thiongo who later went to exile, making it difficult for 
her to continue with her studies.

“When he went into exile, that financial assistance ended and I had to 
relocate to my mother’s place where I used to go to school on foot,” she 
said in an interview.

Sometimes Ms Wangare relied on lifts to go to school and one such 
lifts cost her education and became the source of her tough challenges.

In one of the lifts, the driver could not let her alight at the school but 
instead took her to Nairobi where they ended up living together. The 
man made her pregnant.

“The man later asked for my hand in marriage after which we relo-
cated to Cherang’any in Trans Nzoia County,” she said, noting that life 
was hard for them.

The man then started mistreating her
“There was a time when he beat me up when he learned that I had set 

up a Mokimo business in Kitale town,” she says.
The couple tried setting up a business in Burnt Forest, Uasin Gishu, 

but were forced to leave the area following ethnic clashes.
In early 2000, her husband’s health began deteriorating, and he 

eventually passed on. While this was tragic as she had lost her partner, 
Ms Wangare was now free to venture into the business she was passion-
ate about.

She went back to her first love of food selling, cooking in several cer-
emonies, where she perfected the art of food making.

Her turning point was when a pastor gave her Sh800 for her cooking 
services. The cash, as little as it looks, became the seed capital that is 
now at the centre of her multi-million business.

She began selling food at Kamukunji under a big tree in Kitale town. 
But she usually incurred the wrath of the town council for violating the 
public health act which prohibits the sale of food in public which is a 
health hazard.

“Council Askaris and even the police were always on our case but we 
still managed to sell food,” the entrepreneur tells Enterprise.

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

WEDNESDAY 19 Jan 

5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25     	  Uchumi wetu
10:55     	  Habari za saa
11:00     	  The Base rpt
11:55       	 Habari za saa
12:00       	 Al Jazeera
12:30      	  Jarida la wanawake
12:55      	  Habari za saa
13:00      	 Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      	 Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55      	 Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30    	  Igizo: Rebeca
19:00    	  Ijue Sheria	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00      	 Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10 	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 20 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55      	  Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25     	 Shamba lulu
10:55    	  Habari za saa
11:00      	 The base
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55    	 Habari za saa
13:00    	  Shamsham za pwani
13:55     	 Habari za saa
14:00    	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55    	 Habari za saa
15:00     	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base

00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	

		
FRIDAY 21 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00      	 Watoto wetu
10:25      	 Usafiri wako
10:55      	 Habari za saa
11:00      	 The Base rpt
11:55      	 Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      	 Habari za saa
13:00     	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55    	  Habari za saa
14:00     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
14:15	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30     	  Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15      	 Korean: Jumong
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      	 Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 22 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     	 Korean: Jumong
13:30    	  Soap: Love to Death rpt
15:45     	 Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15      	 Igizo: Rebeca
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:30      	 Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00     	 Igizo: Rebeca
21:30	 Art and lifestyle 
22:00	 ITV TOP 10
22:45     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15     	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 23 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35	 Bongo Movie rpt: 

14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     	 Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10	 Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     	 Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05	 Al jazeera

  CAPITAL 
Sat 15 Jan

08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt 
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt :Emperor Of The Sea
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 		 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30 	 Movie : The Last Drop ( tape no:7095)
23:00	 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 16 Jan
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00	  Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 17 Jan
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)

16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Beats of Love
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  18 Jan
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 19 Jan 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00 	 Our Earth Rpt
12:30 	 Innovation Rpt  
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  20 Jan
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00 	 Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 	 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 	 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  21 Jan
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 	 Al jazeera
12:00	 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30	 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	 Club 

101 (via Capital Radio)

16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15	  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 22 Jan
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt  Emperor of the Sea
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15	

Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie : Situation Vacant ( tape no:7095)
23:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  23  Jan
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of the Sea
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00	  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00	  The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love 
00:00	 Al Jazeera

NAIROBI

Samsung Electronics has appointed a new managing 
director for East Africa following the expiry of Mr Seok Min 
Hong’s term.

The appointment will see Mr Tae Sun Lee take over from 
Mr Hong who has been at the helm of the company since Sep-
tember 2017. 

The appointment is a promotion for Mr Lee who was pre-
viously working as the Strategic Director Integrated Mobility 
Division at Samsung Electronics South Africa.

“I am very excited to have joined Samsung Electronics East 
Africa, I believe that this market has a great deal of potential 
for our Samsung products. I look forward to serving our cus-
tomers and working together with the East African Team,” 
said Mr Lee in a statement Monday.

Mr Lee joined Samsung Electronics in August 2003 where 
he supported mobile operations for key Middle East markets, 
a position he held for five years.

He has grown in rank to the position he holds now as Man-
aging director of the East African market. 

He is known for growing the Samsung mobile market share 
in South Africa making Samsung the most preferred smart-
phone brand in South Africa.  

Mr Lee has immense experience in Samsung which he has 
served for over 18 years, nine years of which has been in mo-
bile business in South Africa and others supporting Middle 
East and Africa Business from its South Korean headquarters.

He will be responsible for 14 markets that make up Sam-
sung Electronics East Africa.

These markets are Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Bu-
rundi, Sudan, South Sudan, Somalia, Somali Land, Djibouti, 
Ethiopia, Seychelles, DRC and Republic of Congo.

Samsung names 
East Africa boss

Eco-friendly 

Lucy Wangare Muchiri, hotel entrepreneur in Kitale.

Windfall 

Choma joint within the town on Kitale-
Eldoret road named ‘Mama Njunguna 
Choma zone’.

With good returns flowing in, she was 
able to educate her four children. She 
also went back to school at 48.

“I had to explain to the colleagues 
I studied with that money alone is not 
enough. I required knowledge on how 
to manage my business and how I can 
interact with others when in a formal 
gathering,” says Mama Njuguna, who 
scored D-.

“I currently have 40 employees. I 
have also mentored several of my em-
ployees. I have helped others continue 
with their education. I have assisted to 
start their own businesses.”

“When I began as a food vendor, I had 
a dream of owning a big hotel,” she says

This dream is almost a reality as her 
modern hotel takes shapes.

The entrepreneur saved Sh3 million 
and she has secured loans up to Sh80 
million she using to build the new hotel 
near Kitale Bus Park.

She bought the land on which the ho-
tel sits for Sh1 million.

Ms Wangare is also an advocate 
against gender-based violence. She ral-
lies women to rise up for their rights 
and always seek assistance “when it’s 
not too late”.

“Women are very critical in the 
growth of any society and they have the 
potential to achieve all of their dreams. 
I challenge every woman to be commit-
ted to her dream and to stop falling prey 
to abuses,” said Ms Wangare.

She is also a motivational speaker 
in schools and churches, giving young 
women and girls lessons on how to start 
a business.

She used to sell githeri at Sh5, chapati Sh10 and tea Sh10 to low-
income earners.

“I used to buy three to four packets of flour to make Chapatis and 
in a day I could earn between Sh500 to Sh1, 200,” she says.

Ms Wangare credits her success mainly to her saving habit. When 
her business started doing well, she started saving Sh600 daily. This 
grew to Sh200,000 that she used to set up a hotel within the town 
which she named ‘Mama Njuguna Hotel’.

The hotel became popular, she says, for “sweet and affordable 
tea.” “The hotel was an answered prayer since I made a covenant 
with God to diligently serve him with and asked him to boost my 
business. My returns went up and I offered job opportunities to 
many youths,” says Mama Njuguna.

At the hotel, she sold chapati at Sh20, githeri Sh10 and tea Sh20 
after increasing flour from four packets to four bales daily.

The hotel soon grew to an extent that she set up another Nyama 

NAIROBI

THE government has started construction of a mar-
shalling yard at the new Lamu port in Kililana, Lamu 
West constituency.

The yard is part of the Sh3 billion Bar’goni Livestock 
Pre-Export Quarantine project aimed at boosting the 
export of live animals.

Agriculture and Livestock Cabinet Secretary Peter 
Munya said the livestock export project aims at har-
nessing the potential of arid and semi-arid areas where 
livestock production is the economic mainstay.

Mr Munya noted that apart from the coastal counties 
of Lamu, Tana River and Kilifi, areas such as Garissa, 
Wajir and Mandera will also supply animals for export.

“We have been allocated berth one at the Lamu 
Port to use as the terminal to export livestock, due to 
its proximity with the marshalling yard. It is being de-
signed in such a way to at least ensure it can hold up to 
50,000 animals in one take,” said Mr Munya.

He said the national government, besides investing 
heavily in the livestock export segment at the Lamu 
port, will also invest in ensuring that animal laborato-
ries are set up in Lamu to supplement those already 
built in Mariakani and Garissa to assist in animal dis-
ease control.

Kenya now starts building 
livestock yard at Lamu port
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WORLD

The more critical the global 
situation is, the more world lead-
ers need to look beyond the hori-
zon and steer the world develop-
ment in the right direction.

Five years ago, against the 
backdrop of the rising protec-
tionism, Chinese President Xi 
Jinping delivered a keynote 
speech on how to view and pro-
mote economic globalization at 
the 2017 annual meeting of the 
World Economic Forum (WEF), 
providing important guidance 
on propelling the global econo-
my moving in the right direction.

At present, as the protracted 

COVID-19 pandemic is still plagu-
ing the world, countries around 
the world need the guidance of 
wise thinking for realizing steady 
recovery of the world economy 
and jointly creating a better post-
COVID world.

On Jan. 17, Xi delivered a special 
address at the 2022 WEF virtual 
session, profoundly expound-
ing on fundamental solution to 
steady global economic recovery.

“In the context of ongoing 
COVID-19 response, we need to 
explore new drivers of economic 
growth, new modes of social life 
and new pathways for people-to-

people exchange, in a bid to fa-
cilitate cross-border trade, keep 
industrial and supply chains se-
cure and smooth, and promote 
steady and solid progress in glob-
al economic recovery,” Xi said in 
his special speech delivered at 
the 2022 WEF virtual session in 
Beijing.

His remarks have fully demon-
strated China’s sense of responsi-
bility as the world’s second larg-
est economy.

The world economy has been 
severely impacted by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. As inflation, 
debt, energy, and supply chain 

crises in-
tert wine 
with each 
o t h e r , 
g l o b a l 
economic 
recovery 
s h o w s 
clear signs of uncertainty and 
imbalance.

The World Bank Group low-
ered its projection of global eco-
nomic growth for 2021 and 2022 
in its latest Global Economic 
Prospects by 0.2 percentage 
point from its forecast made in 
June 2021.

“The global economic re-
covery is facing significant 
headwinds amid new waves of 
COVID-19 infections, persistent 
labor market challenges, linger-
ing supply-chain challenges and 
rising inflationary pressures,” 
pointed out the United Nations 
World Economic Situation and 
Prospects (WESP) 2022 released 
on Jan. 13.

　　In order to promote steady 
world economic recovery, coun-
tries around the world need to 
correctly grasp the trend and 
governance of economic global-
ization.

“Though countercurrents are 
sure to exist in a river, none could 
stop it from flowing to the sea. 
Driving forces bolster the river’s 
momentum, and resistance may 
yet enhance its flow. Despite the 
countercurrents and dangerous 
shoals along the way, economic 
globalization has never and will 
not veer off course,” Xi said at the 
2022 WEF virtual session, using 
a river rushing forward toward 
the sea as a vivid metaphor for 
the irresistible trend of economic 
globalization.

To facilitate steady recovery 
of the world economy, countries 

also need to properly under-
stand the dialectical relationship 
between macro policies and 
micro policies. Xi has made tar-
geted suggestions in this regard 
at the 2022 WEF virtual session.

Major economies should see 
the world as one community, 
think in a more systematic way, 
increase policy transparency 
and information sharing, and co-
ordinate the objectives, intensity 
and pace of fiscal and monetary 
policies, so as to prevent the 
world economy from plummet-
ing again, Xi pointed out.

	            People’s Daily

Xi stresses promoting steady and solid progress in global economic recovery at WEF Davos Agenda

China has urged the United States 
to stop disrupting and restricting 
normal people-to-people exchanges 
between the two countries by po-
liticizing the COVID-19 pandemic 
prevention measures of airlines, af-
ter the US government announced 
the suspension of 44 China-bound 
flights from the country.

“Driven by its selfish pursuit of ex-
ceptional and special treatment, the 
US suspended passenger flights by 
Chinese airlines without any reason 
and disrupted their normal opera-
tion,” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Zhao Lijian said at a regular news 
briefing on Monday.

Such arbitrary and irresponsible 
practices are in disregard of the Chi-
nese and foreign passengers’ health, 
he added. 

On Friday, the US Transportation 

Department said it would suspend 
44 passenger flights by Chinese air-
lines between late January and the 
end of March.

The order－which applies to flights 
operated by Air China, China East-
ern Airlines, China Southern Air-
lines and Xiamen Airlines－was is-
sued “in response” to measures by 
Chinese aviation authorities that 
asked US carriers to cancel the same 
number of flights, according to the 
department.

Zhao noted that China has applied 
a “circuit breaker” policy on inbound 
international passenger flights since 
2020 with the purpose of curbing in-
ternational transmission of the virus 
to the greatest extent and protecting 
the health of people in all countries.

“The policy exactly shows our con-
sideration for the public interests of 

all parties,” Zhao said, adding that 
it also won respect and cooperation 
from the vast majority of airlines in 
many countries.

Liu Pengyu, a spokesman for the 
Chinese embassy in Washington, was 
cited in media reports as saying on 
Friday that the global surge in virus 
cases had led to an increase in cases 
being brought into China on interna-
tional flights and the “circuit break-
er” was designed to limit such cases.

“The policy has been applied 
equally to Chinese and foreign air-
lines in a fair, open and transparent 
way,” he said. “It is very unreason-
able for the US to suspend Chinese 
airlines’ flights on those grounds. 
We urge the US side to stop disrupt-
ing and restricting normal passenger 
flights operated by Chinese airlines.”

Under China’s “circuit breaker” pol-

icy, airlines must suspend flights on 
a route for a week if at least five pas-
sengers test positive for the corona-
virus. If the number exceeds 10, the 
airline must suspend the flights for 
four weeks.

According to a notice issued on Jan 
21 on the website of the Civil Aviation 
Administration of China, the policy 
was recently applied to five China-
bound passenger flights from Iraq, 
the US, Canada, Australia and France.

Faced with a new wave of CO-
VID-19 infections caused by the 
Omicron variant, Zhao, the ministry 
spokesman, called on all countries 
to strengthen international commu-
nications and cooperation to effec-
tively prevent cross-border trans-
mission of the virus and win an early 
victory against the pandemic.

			   Agencies

US move of suspending 44 China-bound flights opposed

LONDON

British police will in-
vestigate alleged lockdown 
breaches at Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson’s Downing 
Street residence after re-
ceiving evidence from an 
internal government probe 
into a series of gatherings.

Johnson is fighting for his 
political survival after new 
allegations that he broke 
the COVID-19 lockdown 
rules he imposed by attend-
ing a surprise birthday par-
ty when social gatherings 
indoors were banned.

That added to a long 
list of alleged lockdown 
breaches in Downing Street, 
including one “bring your 
own booze” party, which 
Johnson has said he attend-

ed thinking it was a work 
event. 

In the latest claim, ITV 
News reported that Johnson 
attended a birthday party 
in his Downing Street office 
and later hosted friends in 
his apartment upstairs in 
June 2020. 

His office denied it, saying 
that “in line with the rules 
at the time, the prime min-
ister hosted a small number 
of family members outside 
that evening.”

The “partygate” allega-
tions have infuriated many 
in Britain, who were barred 
from meeting with friends 
and family for months in 
2020 and 2021 to curb the 
spread of COVID-19. 

They are being investigat-
ed by a senior civil servant, 

Sue Gray, whose report, 
expected this week, will be 
a pivotal moment for the 
prime minister

Police will now investi-
gate, London’s Metropoli-
tan Police Commissioner 
Cressida Dick said on Tues-
day. 

“I can confirm that the 
Met (Metropolitan Police) is 
now investigating a number 
of events that took place at 
Downing Street and White-
hall in the last two years in 
relation to potential breach-
es of COVID-19 regulations,” 
she said.

The police investigation 
could force a delay to the 
internal inquiry commis-
sioned by Johnson.

		  Agencies

UK police to investigate Boris Johnson’s lockdown parties
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Burkina Faso 
army deposes 
president in coup
OUAGADOUGOU

Burkina Faso’s army said on Monday it 
had ousted President Roch Kabore, suspend-
ed the constitution, dissolved the govern-
ment and the national assembly, and closed 
the country’s borders.

The announcement cited the deteriora-
tion of the security situation and what the 
army described as Kabore’s inability to unite 
the West African nation and effectively re-
spond to challenges, which include an Islam-
ist insurgency. 

Signed by Lieutenant Colonel Paul-Henri 
Sandaogo Damiba and read by another of-
ficer on state television, the announcement 
said the takeover had been carried out with-
out violence and that those detained were at 
a secure location.

The statement was made in the name of 
a previously unheard-of entity, the Patriotic 
Movement for Safeguard and Restoration, or 
MPSR, its French-language acronym.

“MPSR, which includes all sections of the 
army, has decided to end President Kabore’s 
post today,” it said.

Kabore’s whereabouts were unknown on 
Monday, with conflicting accounts of his situ-
ation.

Army putsches have toppled governments 
over the past 18 months in Mali and Guinea. 
The military also took over in Chad last year 
after President Idriss Deby died fighting re-
bels on the battlefield in the country’s north.

Landlocked Burkina Faso, one of West Af-
rica’s poorest countries despite being a gold 
producer, has experienced numerous coups 
since independence from France in 1960.

The MPSR said it would propose a calendar 
for a return to constitutional order “within a 
reasonable time frame, after consultations 
with various sections of the nation.”

The US State Department on Monday said 
it was aware of reports that Kabore had been 
detained by the military and called for his 
release. It added that it was “too soon” to offi-

cially characterize developments 
in the West African country, 
when asked if Washington was 
undertaking a coup assessment. 

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres “strongly condemns 
any attempted takeover of gov-
ernment by the force of arms” 
in Burkina Faso and calls on the 
coup leaders to lay down their 
weapons, a UN spokesman said 
after the army statement.

The broadcast came after two 
days of confusion and fear in 
Ouagadougou, the capital, where 
shooting erupted at army camps 
on Sunday, with soldiers demand-
ing more resources for their fight 
against Islamist militants.

Several hundred residents 
gathered in Ouagadougou’s cen-
tral Place de la Nation to show 
their support for the coup.

“We are really happy. We have 
been out for two days to support 
the army,” said Ibrahim Zare. “We 
are behind them.”

Intense gunfire was heard in 

the area around Kabore’s resi-
dence overnight.

Earlier, Kabore’s party said he 
had survived an assassination at-
tempt, but gave no details. It also 
said his personal residence had 
been sacked.

Popular support
Several armored vehicles be-

longing to the presidential fleet 
could be seen near Kabore’s resi-
dence on Monday, riddled with 
bullets. One was spattered with 
blood.

Security sources gave conflict-
ing accounts of Kabore’s situa-
tion, with some saying he was 
being detained by the coup or-
ganizers and others saying forces 
loyal to him had taken him to a 
secure location. Reuters could 
not independently verify his cir-
cumstances.

Islamist militants control 
swathes of Burkina Faso’s terri-
tory and have forced residents 
in some areas to abide by their 

Burkina Faso’s President Roch Marc Christian Kabore

VLADIKAVKAZ

 A possible coalition of Iran, Russia and China would 
be very painful for the West, Iranian Ambassador to Rus-
sia Kazem Jalali told reporters during his working visit to 
Russia’s North Caucasus region of North Ossetia.

“Naturally, the United States and the West in general 
are concerned about new coalitions, which are currently 
[being created] on the international arena. 

A coalition of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Russian 
Federation and the People’s Republic of China is an ex-
ample of such strategic coalitions,” the ambassador said 
on Monday. 

The ambassador described Russia as a major power 
with huge economic, defense, military and technological 
potential. China, in his words, was about to overtake the 
United States in terms of economic growth.

 Iran, according to Jalali, was a large economically de-
veloped country, which has made huge progress in its 
defense industry. “That is why creating this kind of coali-
tion [involving Russia, Iran and China] would mean a lot 
of pain for the West,” the Iranian diplomat said.

In 2019, forces of Russia, Iran and China held a naval 
exercise in the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Oman, code-
named Marine Security Belt. 

Then Deputy Commander of the Iranian Navy Habibol-
lah Sayyari said more trilateral events of this kind would 
follow. At the same time, he said that forming a coalition 
of the three states was not being discussed at that point.

					     Agencies

‘Coalition of Iran, Russia, China 
could be very painful for West’

ROME

Italy’s parliament 
gathered in joint session 
of both houses on Mon-
day for the first round of 
voting to elect the coun-
try’s new president to 
replace Sergio Mattarella, 
whose term will end on 
Feb. 3.

A total of 1,008 “grand 
electors” are set to choose 
the next head of state, in-
cluding all the members 
of the parliament plus 58 
representatives chosen by regional councils.The Ital-
ian constitution requires a majority of two-thirds in the 
first three rounds of voting, followed by a simple major-
ity, or at least 505 votes, from the fourth on. 

One ballot a day will take place from Monday.No clear 
name is in sight so far. While former Prime Minister Sil-
vio Berlusconi on Saturday withdrew his candidature, 
current Prime Minister Mario Draghi (pictured) has 
been repeatedly named as a possible contender.Draghi 
has repeatedly refused to say clearly whether he would 
be available to take the job.

The next one will be the 13th president of the Italian 
Republic. It is a figure that traditionally plays a ceremo-
nial and balancing role in the country, although the 
president presides over the Superior Council of the Ju-
diciary and the Supreme Council of Defence.

Yet, the head of state directly enters into the politi-
cal playground in case of broad instability, tasked with 
helping solve major deadlocks between the govern-
ment and the parliament.

The president selects a new prime minister candidate, 
when the cabinet loses the confidence of the chambers 
and resigns; and, in case of no agreement among mem-
bers of parliament on a new executive, the president 
would dissolve the parliament and call for new general 
elections.		

For these reasons, the president is usually chosen 
among figures that all political forces perceive as non-
partisan, but at the same time someone with broad po-
litical experience and deep knowledge of the constitu-
tion.

 The election has been preceded by intense talks be-
tween the country’s two main political blocks in parlia-
ment, the center-left led by Five Star Movement and 
Democratic Party and the center-right led by right-wing 
League and Berlusconi’s Forza Italia party.

The process is being followed attentively by Italian 
media and people as usual, and there might be addi-
tional reasons for that this time. 

Mattarella has in fact played a visible role at social lev-
el in the last two years, dispensing reassuring messages 
that helped the country navigate through the difficult 
pandemic phase.

Secondly, the next elections to renew the parliament 
and therefore form the new government are scheduled 
in spring 2023. In case Draghi will move to the Quirinale 
presidential palace, early elections might be called one 
year ahead of the natural end of the legislature. 

					     Agencies

Italy’s presidential election kicks off in 
parliament with no clear candidature in sight
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WASHINGTON

The world is “not on a good track” 
to meet a global goal to avoid the 
worst impacts of climate change and 
must intensify efforts to move away 
from fossil fuels this decade, John 
Kerry, the U.S. special envoy on cli-
mate change, said on Monday. 

“We’re in trouble. I hope everyone 
understands that,” Kerry told an 
event called Building Momentum to 
UN COP27 hosted by the U.S. Cham-
ber of Commerce and officials from 
Egypt, the host of the next UN cli-
mate summit.

Kerry told the event he is con-
cerned about the recent uptick in 
the use of coal globally and about 
plans to build new coal plants with-
out carbon capture technology.

In November, Egypt will host the 
next UN climate summit, known as 
COP27, in Sharm el-Sheikh where the 
government will look to showcase its 
own work to phase out coal https://
www.reuters.com/world/middle-
east/innovative-financing-can-help-
unlock-promises-egypts-cop27-min-
ister-2021-12-02 in power generation, 
improve management of waste wa-
ter, and launch construction of pub-
lic transportation projects.

Egyptian Foreign Minister Sameh 
Hassan Shoukry said as the host of 
the UN climate summit, Egypt aims 
to be a voice for mobilizing climate 
finance to support developing na-
tions and transferring clean energy 
technology to African nations who 
are among those hurt most by cli-
mate change.

“We will be listening to the needs 
and priorities of Africa and other 
developing countries who have 
suffered greatly from the nega-
tive effects of climate change,” said 
Shoukry, who will be the president 
of COP27.

Environment Minister Yasmine 
Fouad said Egypt’s goal is to generate 
42% of its electricity from renewable 
energy sources.

We’re in trouble: US envoy urges faster action on climate goals

NEW YORK / GENEVA / BERLIN 
 The Omicron variant can 

survive longer than earlier ver-
sions of the coronavirus on 
plastic surfaces and human 
skin, researchers found in labo-
ratory tests. 

Its high “environmental sta-
bility” - its ability to remain 
infectious - might have helped 
Omicron replace Delta as the 
dominant variant and spread 
rapidly, they said. 

On plastic surfaces, average 
survival times of the original 
strain and the Alpha, Beta, Gam-
ma and Delta variants were 56 
hours, 191.3 hours, 156.6 hours, 
59.3 hours, and 114.0 hours, re-
spectively. That compared to 
193.5 hours for Omicron, the re-
searchers reported on bioRxiv 
ahead of peer review.  

On skin samples from cadav-
ers, average virus survival times 
were 8.6 hours for the original 
version, 19.6 hours for Alpha, 
19.1 hours for Beta, 11.0 hours 
Gamma, 16.8 hours for Delta 
and 21.1 hours for Omicron.

On skin, all of the variants 
were completely inactivated 
by 15 seconds of exposure to 
alcohol-based hand sanitizers. 
“Therefore,” the researchers 
conclude, “it is highly recom-
mended that current infection 
control (hand hygiene) prac-
tices use disinfectants... as pro-
posed by the World Health Or-
ganization.” 

Canada
COVID-19 contributed to the 

biggest annual reduction in life 

expectancy on record in Cana-
da in 2020, the first year of the 
pandemic, Statistics Canada 
said in preliminary findings re-
leased on Monday.

While COVID-19 was the 
third-leading cause of deaths in 
2020, Statscan said the impact 
from the pandemic also likely 
contributed indirectly with a 
rise in deaths due to factors 
such as delayed medical proce-
dures and increased drug-use.

The findings were largely in 
line with an Oxford University 
study last year that said life ex-
pectancy in 2020 fell by more 
than six months annually in 22 
out of the 29 countries the uni-
versity looked at.

Life expectancy in Canada 
declined by about 0.6 years to 
81.7 years in 2020, when author-
ities depended on lockdowns 
and other restrictive measures 
to combat virus infections.

The largest declines were 
observed in provinces includ-
ing Ontario and Quebec, which 
together account for more than 
60 percent of Canada’s popula-
tion of about 38 million.

COVID-19 accounted for 5.3 
percent of all deaths in Canada 
in 2020, behind cancer (26.4 
percent) and heart disease (17.5 
percent).

Chile
Chile registered 14,780 CO-

VID-19 infections in the last 24 
hours, a new daily record fu-
eled by the Omicron variant of 
the virus, for a total of 1,984,190 
cases, the Ministry of Health 
said Monday.

In the same period, accord-
ing to the ministry’s daily re-
port, 23 deaths associated with 
COVID-19 were recorded, bring-
ing the death toll to 39,535.

Currently, there are 66,738 

active cases in the South Ameri-
can country, an unprecedented 
number, the ministry added.

EU
The European Union’s drug 

regulator is set to decide wheth-
er to approve Pfizer’s COVID-19 
pill at the end of this month, 
before doing a final review of 
Merck’s similar but less effec-
tive drug in February, a source 
with knowledge of the matter 
said.

Late last year, the European 
Medicines Agency gave guid-
ance to member states on how 
to use both antiviral pills as 
emergency treatments, while 
it carried out rolling reviews to 
help member states decide on 
quick adoption ahead of any 
formal EU-wide approval. 

The EU watchdog said the 
panel of experts reviewing new 
drugs was meeting from Mon-
day until Thursday this week 
“with the objective to conclude 
the evaluation, if possible” of 
Pfizer’s Paxlovid treatment. 

Czech Republic
The Czech Republic recorded 

30,350 new COVID-19 cases on 
Monday, the highest daily tally 
since pandemic started in the 
country of 10.7 million as the 
Omicron variant of coronavirus 
spreads, health ministry data 
showed on Tuesday.

The country is bracing for 
a surge in cases from the new 
variant which could peak this 
month, the health minister has 
said.

Omicron survives longer on plastic, skin than prior variants Russia to formulate its stance 
after US responds to security 
guarantee proposals — Kremlin

WORLD NEWS

BEIJING
Members of the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO) are in-
creasing military activities in East-
ern Europe amid tensions regarding 
Ukraine, despite Russia’s warning 
that strengthened NATO presence 
near its borders are a “national secu-
rity threat.”

In the past days, Denmark, Spain, 
France, and the Netherlands are send-
ing or planning to send ships, planes 
or troops to NATO’s deployments in 
Eastern Europe. Already present on 
the ground are Britain, Canada and 

Germany, NATO said Monday in a 
statement. Also on Monday, the U.S. 
Department of Defense announced 
that some 8,500 U.S. troops have 
been put on heightened alert for a 
possible deployment due to escalat-
ing tensions on the Russia-Ukraine 
border, but there is no decision on 
formal deployments. 

Responding to NATO’s move, 
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
said Monday that the Russian military 
cannot ignore NATO’s increase in mil-
itary activities as tensions regarding 
Ukraine have flared up.

In addition to the NATO maneu-
vers, Ukrainian authorities are mass-
ing forces on the line of contact with 
the two self-proclaimed republics in 
Donbass, he noted. 

The threat of provocations by Kiev 
in the Donbass region in east Ukraine 
is now higher than ever, the spokes-
man stressed. 

The current escalation of tensions 
was caused by the United States and 
its NATO allies, who have launched 
a propaganda campaign full of lies 
against Russia, Peskov said. 

NATO, the United States and 

Ukraine have accused Russia of hav-
ing assembled heavy troops near the 
eastern border of Ukraine with a pos-
sible intention of “invasion.”

Denying any intention to attack any 
country, Russia has warned NATO 
that its activities near Russia’s borders 
“are a national security threat” while 
Moscow reserves the right to move 
forces on its territory.

In another development, the Unit-
ed States and Britain are withdrawing 
some staff and dependents from their 
embassies in Ukraine, stoking fears 
that a conflict is looming.  Ukraine’s 

Foreign Ministry said in a statement 
that it considered the U.S. decision 
“premature and a manifestation of 
excessive caution.” 

Ukrainian political analyst Igor Cha-
lenko said the two Western countries 
have no ample grounds to withdraw 
some of their staff from their embas-
sies in Kiev as the security situation 
at the Ukrainian border is relatively 
stable. 

“Considering that there have been 
no fundamental changes on the 
Ukrainian borders over the past year 
(the concentration of Russian troops 

has even somewhat decreased), to-
day there is no reason to fully support 
the corresponding step by Wash-
ington and London,” said Chalenko. 
According to the expert, the United 
States and Britain are possibly with-
drawing diplomats’ families from 
Kiev in a move to prove the expedi-
ency of weapons supplies to Ukraine. 
“It can be assumed that such a step 
with the evacuation is also aimed at 
leveling the opponents of providing 
new batches of weapons within these 
countries,” Chalenko said. 

			   Xinhua

NATO reinforces presence in Eastern Europe amid Ukraine tensions

Kerry said actions countries have taken do not meet 
the severity of the problem, even though “a huge amount 
of good” came out of the COP26 summit in Glasgow last 
November, including concluding the “rule book” for ex-
ecuting the Paris Climate Agreement.

The UK COP26 president, Alok Sharma, also raised 
concern about the road ahead from Glasgow https://
www.reuters.com/business/cop/britain-urges-nations-
deliver-climate-pledges-this-year-2022-01-24 in a sepa-
rate speech on Monday, saying that countries are strug-
gling to find ways to deliver on the promises they made 
in Scotland.

He cited the struggles facing the United States, where 
President Joe Biden has struggled to get through a multi-
billion dollar spending bill that is needed to carry out his 
administration’s climate pledges. 

Kerry did not address the uncertain fate of the con-
gressional bill and focused on other countries.

He said the recent uptick in coal use over the last year 
and plans by countries to continue building coal plants 
will worsen global warming and urged countries to 

change course.
“Most countries have the ability 

to deploy very significant additional 
amounts of renewables and they’re 
not choosing to do that,” he said, 
adding that sticking with coal or 
planning to build out natural gas in-
frastructure would lock in decades of 
additional greenhouse gas emissions.

Many Chamber of Commerce 
members support building more 
natural gas-fired power plants while 
the country transitions to renew-
ables, and Kerry told the group he “is 
for gas” but only if it includes carbon 
capture technology.

“If it’s abated - terrific. If you can 
capture 100% (of the carbon and 
methane emissions} and it makes 
it affordable - that’s wonderful. But 
we’re not doing that,” he said.

U.S. Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry 

MOSCOW

Moscow’s further position will 
be determined after it gets the US 
response to the Russian proposals 
on security guarantees, Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov told 
journalists yesterday.

 “I don’t want to formulate any-
thing now, and there is no sense in 
it before we get the response. Let 
us first get the answer. It will be 
analyzed and then the position will 
be formulated based on the frame-
work guidelines from the head of 
state,” the presidential spokesman 
said in comments on statements 
coming from the US about inad-
missibility to revise the policy 
of the admittance of new NATO 
member countries.

On December 17, the Russian 
Foreign Ministry released draft 
agreements on the security guar-
antees that Moscow expects to 
receive from Washington and 
NATO. 

The two accords - one with 
the US and another one with the 
Western-led bloc - particularly 
oblige NATO to cease its eastward 
expansion, namely to drop plans 
on granting Ukraine membership, 
and envisage restrictions on the 
deployment of serious offensive 
weapons, including nuclear ones.

Washington agreed to provide 
Moscow with written responses 
to its proposals on security guar-
antees following the January 21 
meeting between Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov and US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken. 

		             Agencies

SYDNEY

 The Australian govern-
ment said yesterday it had 
acquired copyright to the Ab-
original flag so it can be freely 
used, resolving a commercial 
dispute that had restricted 
sporting teams and Aborigi-
nal communities from repro-
ducing the image.

The Aboriginal flag has 
been recognized as an of-
ficial flag of Australia since 
1995, flown from government 
buildings and embraced by 
sporting clubs.

After a deal negotiated with 
its creator, indigenous art-
ist Harold Thomas, the flag 
can be used on sports shirts, 
sporting grounds, websites 
and in artworks without per-
mission or payment of a fee, 
the government said on the 
eve of the Australia Day na-
tional holiday.

Writing in the Sydney Morn-
ing Herald yesterday, Thomas 
said he first made the black, 

yellow and red flag to lead a 
demonstration in 1971, and it 
had become a symbol of in-
digenous unity and pride. 

“The flag represents the 
timeless history of our land 
and our people’s time on it,” 
he said in a statement.

The government has paid 
$20 million to Thomas and to 
extinguish licenses held by a 
small number of companies 
which have stirred controver-
sy since 2018 by demanding 
payment for the flag’s repro-
duction.

A parliamentary inquiry in 
2020 said the license holder 
had demanded payment from 
health organizations and 
sporting clubs, which could 
lead to communities stopping 
using the flag to avoid legal ac-
tion.

Prominent Aboriginal Aus-
tralians including former 
Olympian Nova Peris led a 
“Free the Flag” campaign.

Minister for Indigenous 
Australians Ken Wyatt said the 

flag had become an enduring 
symbol for Aboriginal people.

“Over the last 50 years we 
made Harold Thomas’ art-
work our own - we marched 
under the Aboriginal flag, 
stood behind it, and flew it 
high as a point of pride,” he 
said in a statement.

“Now that the Common-
wealth holds the copyright, it 
belongs to everyone, and no 
one can take it away.”

Australia Day celebrations, 
marked with a national public 
holiday on Jan 26, have be-
come controversial because 
the date is seen by indigenous 
Australians as marking the in-
vasion of their land by Britain.

It is the date a British fleet 
sailed into Sydney Harbour 
in 1788 to start a penal colony, 
viewing the land as unoccu-
pied despite encountering 
settlements.

There has been debate over 
whether to move the national 
holiday to another date.
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Australia buys copyright to 
Aboriginal flag, allows free use

An Aboriginal flag is held aloft during a Black Lives Matter protest to express solidarity with US pro-
testers and demand an end to Aboriginal deaths in custody, in Perth on June 13, 2020.File photo

A child, age 8, receives the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for chil-
dren in Montreal, Quebec on Nov 24, 2021.File photo
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

TODAY is unmistakably D-Day for 
Ivory Coast and Egypt as the two football 
behemoths are set to slug it out in a high 
stakes round of 16’s clash at the 2021 Af-
rica Cup of Nations finals in Cameroon.

Indeed, we should be in for a full-
blooded battle royal today between the 
two African heavyweights who perenni-
ally vie for top honours on continental 
football’s utterly demanding landscape.

It should be noted that Egypt nearly 
did not earn safe passage to the knockout 
phase after suffering a major slip-up in 
their opening group encounter against 
Nigeria, in which they lost 1-0.

Fortunately, though, the Pharaohs of 
Egypt rebounded powerfully in their re-
maining group encounters to seal their 
berth in the round of 16.

As for the Elephants of Ivory Coast, 
matters went more swimmingly for them 
as they hardly put a foot wrong in a de-
cidedly tricky Group D, which consisted 
of Algeria, Equatorial Guinea, Sierra Leo-
ne, and themselves.

Indeed, in a manner akin to that of a 
marauding beast, the Elephants of Ivory 

It is crunch time at 2021 AFCON finals     

By Beatrice Philemon

NAMRATA Shah, who was recently 
crowned Mrs. India World 2021, has called 
on women in Tanzania and across the 
world to be compassionate and committed 
to achieving their goals.

Namrata made the remarks at the 
Incredible Naari event that was held in Dar 
es Salaam last week to meet and greet the 
model, have an inspiring talk on personality 
grooming, as well as choose Ms. Incredible 
Naari 2022.

“Weave yourself between responsibilities 
and dreams while making your path and 
your own unique identity in whatever field 
that you decide on, just go for it,’’ she said.

The event involved a fashion show aiming 
at selecting Ms. Incredible Naari 2022, fun 
games, food, dance, and many surprises.

Geeta Kumar won Ms. Incredible Naari 
2022 among 60 women, who participated 
in the competition.

The event was judged on extremely 
simple points which measure the 
contestants’ overall performance, which 
include personality, confidence, beauty, 
personal style, and fashion sense.

The main focus was on the philosophy 
that every contestant should be self-
empowered to take ownership of the 
Incredible Naari Journey preparation.

Namrata lauded the Incredible Naari 
contest’s organizers, Jaya Chowdary and 
Lalitha Chauhan, for inviting her and 
bestowing her with the honour and their 
efforts to motivate women.

“You are giving women a platform to 
showcase their talent, helping them gain 
knowledge and allowing them to think and 
identify their true potential,’’ she stated.

‘’The most important thing is this 
platform, Incredible Naari, gives women an 
opportunity to be natural and that’s what 
we need today, women supporting women 
and looking at the positives in each other,” 
she said.

‘’Genuine queens fix each other’s crowns 
and we are all queens here, cheers to 
Incredible Naari!’’

She moreover lauded people that have 
supported her throughout her journey so 
far, which has seen her earn the prestigious 
doctorate title and the Mrs. India World 
crown.

She noted: ‘’I also thank my mother, Aarti 
Tolia, husband, Harsheel, daughter, Aaryavi 
Shah, and my mother-in-law, for being my 
pillars of support throughout my entire 
journey.’’

‘’I believe nothing is impossible and 
striving to achieve the unachievable with 
vivid ideas and consistent efforts has made 
me stand before you.’’

She disclosed: “I had never planned 
that I will do a doctorate after marriage 
and especially after having a baby, neither 
had I planned to participate in Mrs. India 
contest.’’

‘’My journey was no cakewalk and it came 
with a lot of restless hours and sleepless 
nights while multitasking and juggling 
my family responsibilities and my dreams 
to make my unique identity on a global 
platform,” she said.

The Ms. Incredible Naari contest’s 
organizer, Jaya Chowdary, said Incredible 
Naari is a social platform targeting to help 
women.

According to her, more than 1000 
members around Dar es Salaam have 

Ivory Coast national football side’s midfielder, Nicolas Pépé (R), celebrates with teammates Franck Kessie (L) and Max Gradel after the 
former had scored for the side in the 2021 Africa Cup of Nations finals’ Group E game against Algeria which took place in Cameroon on 
January 20. PHOTO: CONFEDERATION OF AFRICAN FOOTBALL 

sports

joined the platform and are extremely happy to 
have become part of the group.

The Incredible Naari group has members all 
over the world, all ladies have joined and are 
enjoying womanhood and sharing their views 
and ideas on women empowerment and health.

Jaya noted: “We empower women 
entrepreneurs in terms of training, funds and 
last year we helped six Tanzanian designers 
to showcase their creative works on Indian 
apparels, Tanzanian models did ramp walk with 
these outfits and are enjoying the benefit now.’’

‘’The group also empowers professionals and 
give consultations because we have doctors in 
our platform and we do live program to educate 
our members,” she said.

“Today we are celebrating Mrs. India 
World 2021, she is an incredible member, the 
competition was held in New Delhi last year and 
more than 100 contestants took part in it,” she 
said.

Elaborating on Incredible Naari, she said 
‘Naari’, which means Women in Hindi, is a virtual 
platform on Facebook, it was created in May 
2020, by Mrs. Jaya Chaudhary and Mrs. Lalita 
Mathur Chauhan that resides in Tanzania.

She pointed out that so far the group is made 
up of over 2500 members from more than 40 
countries.

Jaya pointed out: ‘’The idea is to provide a safe 
platform for ladies to express themselves in any 
form in terms of thoughts, stories, jokes, dance, 
and other issues.’’

She noted: “Here women are encouraged to 
show their creativity, appreciate others and, in 
the process, inspire others as well.’’

‘’The group’s motto is ‘Inspire, Appreciate and 
Motivate ladies around us and spread positivity.’’

“Our group, Incredible Naari, programs 
online platform for women empowerment, live 
programs for women’s health and education,” 
she said.

Coast trampled upon all of 
their group opponents en 
route to qualifying for the 
knockout phase as group 
D table-toppers.

Thus, with the focus of 
most football aficionados 
set to be trained on the 
Ivory Coast versus Egypt 
match today, the stage 
seems set for what should 
be a bona fide battle be-
tween two football colos-
suses.

Let us stick to the AF-
CON finals now, where a 
certain Rwandan female 
referee, Salma Mukan-
sanga, ripped up the his-
tory books last Tuesday 
by becoming the first-ever 
female referee to officiate 
a game at African football’s 
flagship tournament.

The football tussle 
which Salma oversaw 
was the meeting between 
Guinea and Zimbabwe and 

it has to be said that the female Rwandan referee handled 
affairs capably and adeptly.

Indeed, the poise, expertise, and composure that Salma 
displayed last Tuesday bodes well for the future of female 
referees in continental men’s football.

Now that the glass ceiling has been shattered for female 
referees in continental men’s football, it is hoped that 
more female referees will follow in Salma’s illustrious foot-
steps on the African football stage.

Let us now direct our gaze to the domestic sporting 
patch.

It was recently reported that some sports bodies have 
submitted their technical and financial proposals for this 
year to the authorities.

This is cheering and heartening news. Hopefully, then, it 
does suggest that our athletes will be better prepared for 
the year’s biggest sporting spectaculars, which include the 
Commonwealth Games among a few others.

Fingers crossed then that the sports bodies will receive 
the green light to begin implementing their sporting plans 
and that funding will also be promptly released to facili-
tate this implementation of sporting objectives.

Whatever the case though, it is an indisputable truism 
that the fact that these sports bodies have submitted their 
proposals so early to the authorities is a hopeful and en-
couraging step in the right direction.

One should add then that it is hoped that we as a coun-
try reap the fruits of this pleasing development.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC has traveled to Kagera to face Kagera Sugar in 
an NBC Premier League game, looking to bounce back after 
a rough week that saw the former drop five points in the title 
race with age-old rival, Yanga.

Kagera Sugar will pose a stiffer test under the guidance of 
Kenyan, Francis Baraza, although Simba SC will be highly 
motivated to cut the gap between themselves and leader, 
Yanga, to seven points..

Here’s how Simba SC head coach, Pablo Francis Martin, 
could line up for this afternoon’s clash at Kaitaba Stadium, 
Bukoba.

Aishi Manula (GK): The first name on the team sheet for 
Simba SC. Almost always plays if he is fit.

Mohamed Hussein (LB): The lack of competition at left-
back will see him continue on that side. Has been an ever-
present starter for Simba SC with little competition from 
Gadiel Michael.

Shomari Kapombe (RB): Despite the signing of highly rated 
youngster Israel Mwenda, the former Azam FC defender 
remains the undisputed first choice right fullback.

Henock Inonga (CB):  Struggled against Mtibwa Sugar, 
but he looks a far more assured defender in this Simba SC 

backline than Pascal Wawa.
Joash Onyango (CB): The former Gor Mahia FC man 

has formed a commanding partnership with Inonga, who 
displaced Pascal Wawa. 

Jonas Mkude (CM): He will be Simba SC’s midfield engine 
and anchor, tasked with winning the ball back. Calm in 
possession and keeps the team ticking.

Sadio Kanoute (CM): In what could be a frenetic game, 
especially in midfield, the Malian star needs to be at his best 
to help Simba SC stay in control. 

Pape Sakho (LW): The Senegalese has impressed during the 
Mapinduzi Cup. He should offer a different option in attack to 
stretch and test the Kagera Sugar backline.

Clatous Chama (CAM): Back at the Msimbazi Street side 
and likely to be in the starting XI for the  first time after last 
weekend’s second half appearance against Mtibwa Sugar.

Chris Mugalu (ST) - The experienced and intelligent 
Congolese is not the most prolific centre forward but still a 
threat to his opposition, and will aim to add to his goals and 
assists for the club after an exceptional first season.

Dennis Kibu (ST): The youngster is capable of scoring and 
creating from anywhere on the pitch. His presence here will 
be crucial. He can often frustrate fans, but he possesses a 
wicked shot from range.

Indian model counsels Tanzania’s women

How Simba SC can line up against Kagera Sugar   

Simba SC head coach Pablo Franco Martin. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Namrata Shah, Mrs. India World 2021’s winner (3rd 
L), in a group photo with some of the Incredible Naari 
group’s members in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

MORE than 300 athletes are expected to compete at the National Championships which is 
slated for Saturday at Burkana Estates ground in Arusha.

Athletics Tanzania (AT)’s information officer, Rogath Stephen, said preparations for the 
championships are going on smoothly.

He said the championships will be used to select 12 athletes, six male, and as many females, 
who will represent the country at the East Africa Cross-Country Championships which will be 
held in Ethiopia on February 12.

Stephen said selected athletes will enter camp immediately after the National Cross-Country 
Championships.

“All preparations for the National Cross-Country Championships are going on very well, we 
expect more than 300 athletes from all regions of the country to compete in the event,” he said. 

The East African Cross-Country Championships, also known as the Eastern Africa Cross-
Country Championships, is an international cross-country running competition involving the 
nations of  East Africa.

It is organized by the Confederation of Africa Athletics (CAA).
It is typically held over one day in February and features a senior and junior race for both 

men and women. 
All four races contain an individual and team competition. Senior short course races were 

also held during the period where that event was present at the IAAF World Cross Country 
Championships.

Cross-country running is a sport in which teams and individuals run a race on open-air 
courses over natural terrains such as dirt or grass.

The course, typically 4–12 kilometers (2.5–7.5 mi) long, may include surfaces of grass and 
earth, pass through woodlands and open country, and include hills, flat ground, and sometimes 
gravel road.

National Cross-Country Championships set for Saturday   
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

By Ryan O’Hanlon, ESPN.com writer

THE table doesn’t lie, right? It’s 
hard to find someone working in soc-
cer, constantly fielding questions in 
front of a microphone, who hasn’t 
said those four words at some point. 
Man United star Rio Ferdinand  said 
it  to  Arsenal’s longtime manager 
Arsene Wenger. Roy Keane  said 
it  to  Manchester United  and  to 
Tottenham. Arsenal boss Mikel Ar-
teta  said it  about his own team. 
Thierry Henry  said it  about his for-
mer team. Wayne Rooney has used 
it when talking about Derby County, 
and  so has  the  Real Madrid  man-
ager, Carlo Ancelotti.

On the one hand, it’s wrong because, 
well, the league table lies all the time! 
Were the league table an unquestion-
able source of truth, betting markets 
would always favor the team sitting 
higher in the table. And if not, you’d 
be able to get rich off all the times the 
betting market favored the team that 
was ranked lower in the table. Neither 
of those things is true. Soccer is an in-
credibly random, low-scoring game, 
and points simply just aren’t that pre-
dictive of future points. Countless stud-
ies have found that a number of other 
metrics -- expected goals, shot mar-
gins, goal differential -- predict team 
strength and future points better than 
their place in the table whenever you 
happen to look.

On the other hand, the cliche is 
right because the league table is just 
a ledger of history. It’s a collection of 
comparable and sortable facts that 
are all true and therefore not lying to 
you. Points? Goals? Wins? Goal dif-
ferential? Draws? It’s all there. Wanna 
know what’s happened this season? 
The league table has all of the top-line 
information. With everyone playing 
the same number of matches within 
a day or two of each other, the teams 
that have accrued the highest percent-
age of the available points from their 
matches are arranged in order. None 
of it requires any belief in advanced 
data; it’s all there; you can trust it.

That is, until this season. The league 
table is lying to you -- and not in the 
way it usually is.

No longer is the league table an 
informative, sorted record of which 
teams have won the most points 
from their matches this season. No: 
Thanks to a spate of COVID-related 
cancellations, the league table has 

While Premier League teams play catch-up, it’s time for points-per-game

		 YAOUNDE, Cameroon

EIGHT people have now died af-
ter a stampede outside a game at 
the African Cup of Nations soccer 
tournament in Cameroon, while 
another seven people are in seri-
ous condition in the hospital, au-
thorities said yesterday.

The death toll increased after 
two more fans were pronounced 
dead outside the Messassi hospi-
tal, police said. Injured people had 
initially been rushed to that hospi-
tal by police and civilians trying to 
help. The hospital quickly became 
overwhelmed and said it couldn’t 
handle all the casualties.

A total of 38 people were hurt 
in the stampede, which hap-
pened  Monday night at the 
Olembe Stadium in the Cameroon 
capital of Yaounde. The remaining 
31 people had light to moderate in-
juries. The injured are now being 
treated at four different hospitals, 
Communication Minister René 
Sadi said.

The crush came when soccer 
fans struggled to get into the sta-
dium to watch Cameroon’s team 
play Comoros in a highly-anticipat-
ed knockout game at Africa’s top 
soccer tournament. The tragedy 
may have been connected to fans 
trying to avoid COVID-19 checks to 
watch the game. Local organizers 
have made it compulsory that fans 
show proof of negative virus tests 
and be vaccinated against COV-
ID-19 if they want to attend games 
at the African Cup. They need to go 
through sanitary checks as well as 
security checks at stadiums.

Local TV stations broadcast foot-
age showing people jumping over 
the security fences at the stadium, 
while there are reports that police 
were overwhelmed. The Cam-
eroon government said 57,000 
people were at the stadium for the 
game when the crowd was meant 
to be restricted to a maximum of 
40,000 because of the virus. The 
Olembe has a capacity of 60,000.

A witness said the stampede 
at the south entrance of the sta-
dium happened after supporters 
were directed by security officials 
toward an entrance gate that was 
locked. The gate was eventually 
opened, the witness said, causing 

a surge and people were trampled. 
Children were caught up in the 
stampede, the witness said.

“When the security guys finally 
began opening the gates, with all 
the anxiety and after having been 
locked out ... people pushed the se-
curity guys away and forced them-
selves inside,” said the witness, 
Marie Asongafack. “That’s where 
it all began ... By the time I found 
myself in front, there were people 
on the ground being trampled on.”

Medical help wasn’t immedi-
ately available, “so people were 
just trying their basic first aid on 
victims,” Asongafack said. “I saw a 
child less than 10 years old, lifeless. 
Guys were trying to revive him.”

Cameroon President Paul Biya 
ordered an investigation into the 
tragedy, which came a day after at 
least 17 people died after a fire set 
off a series of explosions at a night-
club in Yaounde.

The Central African nation is 
hosting the African Cup for the 
first time in 50 years and its prepa-
rations have been under scrutiny 
for years. Cameroon was meant to 
host the tournament in 2019 but 
that year’s event was taken away 
and awarded to Egypt because of 
serious problems with Cameroon’s 
preparations, especially in and 
around stadiums.

The Olembe Stadium, the main 
stadium for the tournament and 
the venue for the Feb. 6 final, was 
one of the arenas that organizers 
were concerned about. Games are 
also being played in four other cit-
ies.

Cameroon’s Minister of Public 
Health, Manaouda Malachie, vis-
ited the different hospitals where 
the injured were being treated. He 
said that 31 of the 38 injured peo-
ple were responding well to treat-
ment but the others were in seri-
ous condition.

On Tuesday morning, people 
gathered at the hospitals searching 
for missing family members.

“I am helpless. The police have 
not been of any help and I have 
not been able to trace my two 
brothers,” said Festus Ndi, a 24-
year old student at the University 
of Yaounde.

			   AP

Death toll rises to 8 in Cameroon 
stadium crush; 38 injured Cameroon into AFCON quarters 

despite Comoros heroics, Gambia win
YAOUNDE

HOSTS Cameroon set up an Africa 
Cup of Nations quarter-final against 
Gambia but only after labouring to 
a 2-1 win over a Comoros side who 
were forced to start an outfield player 
in goal and played most of Monday’s 
game with 10 men.

Left-back Chaker Alhadhur started 
between the posts for the Comoros 
in Yaounde after two of their three 
goalkeepers were ruled out due to 
Covid-19 while the other was missing 
due to injury.

They then had captain Nadjim Ab-
dou sent off after just seven minutes, 
and Karl Toko-Ekambi put Cameroon 
in front before skipper Vincent Abou-
bakar netted his sixth goal of the tour-
nament.

Despite that it was a heroic per-
formance from the Comoros, who 
kept the last-16 tie alive until the end 
thanks to Youssouf M’Changama’s 
stunning late free-kick.

“I don’t think I am the only hero. I 
did what I could. I think I gave hope 
to the team and they all tried to help 
me,” Alhadhur, usually a back-up left-
back for French Ligue 2 side Ajaccio, 
told broadcaster Canal Plus.

He had to use tape to mark out his 
number three on the back of his goal-
keeper’s jersey.

Of being chosen to go in goal he 
added: “It was something that at first 
we spoke a bit about and laughed 
about, but then it became serious.

“I was chosen but I didn’t believe it 
until I put on the gloves and the top. 
Then I realised it was serious. There 
were lots of emotions going through 
my head but then I just got on with it.”

The tiny Indian Ocean island na-
tion qualified for the last 16 in their 
first ever appearance at the Cup of 
Nations after finishing as one of the 
best third-placed teams in the group 
stage.

Chaker Alhadhur, with his number three taped onto his goalkeeper’s jersey, starred for the Comoros despite their defeat to 
AFCON hosts Cameroon (AFP)

However, their dream turned to a 
nightmare as a total of 12 players and 
staff tested positive for Covid-19 two 
days before the tie, including goal-
keepers Ali Ahamada and Moyadh 
Ousseini.

Their other goalkeeper, Salim 
Ben Boina, was injured but they had 
hoped Ahamada would be able to 
start after he tested negative on the 
day of the game.

The 30-year-old Ahamada flew 
from Garoua, where he had been iso-
lating, to Yaounde on Monday after-
noon in the hope of being able to play, 
only for the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) to decide otherwise as 
his positive result had come just two 
days earlier.

The islanders, whose coach Amir 
Abdou was among those missing af-
ter testing positive, had their skipper 

harshly sent off following a VAR re-
view for a foul on Moumi Ngamaleu 
but they never gave up.

- Sickness bug doesn’t stop Gambi-
ans -

Nevertheless it is the Indomitable 
Lions who keep their dream of win-
ning the Cup of Nations on home soil 
alive as they advance to a last-eight 
tie in Douala against Gambia on Sat-
urday.

Like the Comoros, a Gambia side 
ranked 150th in the world are ap-
pearing at their first ever AFCON but 
they upset the odds to beat Guinea 
1-0 in the western city of Bafoussam 
earlier on Monday thanks to a terrific 
second-half strike by Bologna’s Musa 
Barrow.

Gambia then held on with 10 men 
at the end after Yusupha Njie was sent 
off, as Guinea hit the woodwork twice 

in quick succession in stoppage time.
The Guineans, deprived of sus-

pended Liverpool midfielder Naby 
Keita, had Ibrahima Conte sent off at 
the death as they bow out.

Gambia’s achievement was all the 
more remarkable as coach Tom Saint-
fiet revealed the squad was affected 
by food poisoning during the night.

“We didn’t have a good feeling 
about today because many of us had 
food poisoning, including me. I didn’t 
sleep and was up at the toilet all the 
time, vomiting and with diarrhoea,” 
he told Canal Plus.

The last-16 action was to continue 
later yesterday as Senegal were to 
play Cape Verde in Bafoussam before 
Morocco were to take on Malawi in 
Yaounde.

			        AFP

become a broken amalgamation of 
data points that does a better job of 
telling you what teams have played 
the most games rather than anything 
else. Burnley have played 18 games so 
far, while Chelsea are at 24. Raw totals 
are useless with a gap like that.

Broadcasters, publishers, journal-
ists and tweeters alike: It is time, peo-
ple. Soccer’s table used to make sense; 
then, the pandemic changed the equa-
tion. For the remainder of the 2021-22 
Premier League season, we should 
stop showing the table sorted by a 
team’s raw point total. There is a better 
way -- and it’s called “points per game.”

*The table’s no longer useful
On Saturday, Manchester United 

spent 90-plus minutes trying and fail-
ing to break West Ham United down 
with a succession of low-probability 
attempts at goal. Then, a long ball de-
flected off of a West Ham defender’s 
head right to Cristiano Ronaldo, who 
quickly slipped a pass to an overlap-
ping  Anthony Martial. The French-
man drove into the box and pushed 
the ball to an overlapping Edinson Ca-
vani, who punched in a perfect square 
ball that  Marcus Rashford  tapped 
into an empty net. The Rangnick Rev-
olution had begun, and United were 
back in the top four.

But were they  really? Yes, techni-
cally: Manchester United have the 
fourth-most points in the Premier 
League right now, but that’s not be-
cause they’ve done a better job of 
winning points than every team other 
than Manchester City, Liverpool and 
Chelsea. No, it’s because they’ve played 
two more games than seventh-place 
Arsenal and one more than six-place 
Tottenham.

The same goes for the team United 
beat on Sunday. Things still look pretty 

good for West Ham; they’re in fifth, just 
one point out of fourth. Take a quick 
glance at the table, and David Moyes 
& Co. seem like they’re on the verge 
of their first-ever Champions League 
qualification. Now yes, they still have 
a chance at that, but the table is lying 
about how good those chances are. 
The Hammers are a point behind Unit-
ed despite playing one extra game. 
They’re a point ahead of Arsenal and 
Spurs, despite playing two and three 
extra games, respectively.

And despite sitting in seventh place 
after Sunday’s listless 2-0 loss to Chel-
sea, Tottenham are the favorites to fin-
ish fourth, according to the Sporting 
Index betting market, and you don’t 
even need fancy tactical analysis or 
advanced underlying numbers to tell 
you why. No, you just need a more use-
ful league table. 

Even when you include their awful 
run under Nuno Espirito Santo, only 
City, Liverpool, and Chelsea have won 
more points per game than Totten-
ham have this season.

The league table used to at least dou-
ble as an answer to “If every team con-
tinued performing at the same level 
for the rest of the season, where would 
they finish?” That’s no longer true. 
Here’s how the teams look, ranked in 
order of points per game:

An important question: Who really 
cares? And another one: Aren’t you 
just being incredibly pedantic about 
this, man?

Yes, absolutely, you bet I am. It’ll all 
sort itself out in the end once everyone 
plays the same amount of matches 
(provided that they ultimately do). 
Unless some team makes a sudden 
coaching or transfer decision because 
they misunderstood their place in the 
table thanks to not sorting by points 

You don’t see Mane washing own pants - Malawi

YAOUNDE

MALAWI head coach Mario Mari-
nica has hit out at the conditions his 
team have encountered at their Africa 
Cup of Nations (AFCON) accommoda-
tion and outlined his belief that there 
is a conscious bias against the “small-
er” teams in the competition.

The Flames were to face  Moroc-
co  at the Stade Ahmadou Ahidjo, 
Yaounde in later yesterday’s round of 
16 clash, but their preparations have 
been affected by food poisoning, a 
lack of basic commodities, and, ac-
cording to Marinica, a dearth of facili-
ties for clothes washing. 

The Romanian head coach, whose 
comments come amid accusations 
from Gambia about the sub-standard 
conditions they have encountered, 
believes that favouritism towards the 
competition’s bigger teams is leaving 
the lesser lights at a disadvantage.

“You wouldn’t see  Sadio 
Mane  washing his own underpants 
and hanging them on a bush to dry,” 
Marinica told ESPN. “Gambia have the 
same problem, and there are different 
standards here, teams are being treat-
ed differently.

“We talk about inclusion, we want 
to have minnows, small teams doing 
fantastic things, but when it comes to 
the latter stages, people don’t fancy 
us playing against Cape Verde and 
not  Senegal  playing Morocco [for 
example]. “Certain questions have to 
be asked; why are these things hap-
pening to us, why only to the smaller 
teams, why only to Comoros, Gambia, 
us?”

Marinica outlined that while his 
clothes had been washed, his team 
had been forced to do their own laun-
dry, while hotel staff at the Hotel Valle 
de Bana in Bafoussam had also failed 
to provide the team with basic com-
modities.

“I’ve asked my fellow colleagues and 
team leaders to lodge a formal com-
plaint,” he added. “I complained to 
the managers of the estate, and at the 
current [hotel] we struggled for three 

days before things were sorted out.
“I couldn’t have milk for coffee, they 

said the milk was finished until tomor-
row. We are treated like second-class 
citizens, but if you’re a hotel manager 
and you see this happening, you take 
charge, you can’t allow it in this day 
and age, at this level of competition.

“We stayed in the same facilities be-
fore and I was shocked, we didn’t have 
enough food, there were complaints 
about the food, but we stayed togeth-
er, worked hard, stayed strong and will 
come through with flying colours.”

Malawi have also encountered food 
poisoning problems and coronavirus 
complications before matches, with 
Marinica complaining about players 
vomiting before and during fixtures 
after eating sub-standard food.

He said he believes that the offici-
ating at AFCON has not favoured his 
side, and accused the same bias to-
wards the bigger teams as filtering into 
the officiating at the tournament.

“Honesty on the pitch is important,” 
he concluded. “The referee in the last 
match played a huge part in our draw 
with Senegal, where we had a clear cut 
penalty, the player was pushed, pulled 
and the referee gave nothing.

“Later, the ref gave offside when he 
should have played advantage, it’s as 
though we are second-rate citizens.”

Midfielder  John Banda  also cor-
roborated Marinica’s testimony of 
the team’s underwhelming treatment 
in Cameroon, and called on the Con-
federation of African Football to en-
sure all teams are treated on an equal 
footing.

“Our clothes haven’t been washed, 
it’s true, and we’re facing some prob-
lems,” he told ESPN. “It’s unfortunate 
that we’re being taken as underdogs.

“As Africa, we need to be treated 
equally, the same as Senegal, Nigeria, 
all equally. This is a competition, no 
teams are guaranteed they will win it, 
and we all need equal treatment and 
fairness.” Malawi, who are competing 
at their third AFCON, have never be-
fore reached the knockout stages.

		  (Agencies)

per game, this also won’t have any ef-
fect on how the rest of the season plays 
out. Actually, now that I think about 
it: A Premier League club could eas-
ily make this kind of mistake, which 
would be hilarious and is frankly the 
best argument I can think of against 
adding points per game to the current 
table. 

But right now, we’re left with a 
situation where a borderline useless 
graphic is being beamed into our liv-
ing rooms every weekend. When a TV 
announcer addresses the table, they 
have to make all kinds of caveats about 
games played as they explain the cur-
rent situation and essentially tell you 
that, yeah, this graphic you’re seeing 
doesn’t really tell you anything useful. 
Viewers, meanwhile, have to do some 
semi-complicated math to get a true 
sense of where things stand.

OK, so Burnley are in last, but they’ve 
played four fewer games than Nor-
wich, so that’s 12 divided by 18, which 
is 1, carry the six, am I seriously doing 
this right now? 

Goal differential is a pain, too. Which 
one is better: West Ham’s plus-10 from 
24 games, or Arsenal’s plus-8 from 22 
games? Yes, you can figure this out 
with some quick computations, but 
it’s so freaking easy to just throw this 
stuff into the table instead. It’ll make 
the table easier to talk about on TV, 
it’ll make it easier for viewers to give 
the standings a glance and get a more 
accurate picture of how everyone has 
performed.

The internet’s preeminent pur-
veyor of standings is the encyclope-
dic Sports Reference family of sites, so 
I asked the founder, Sean Forman, if he 
thought the table warranted improve-
ment in a year with such a lopsided 
fixture list.



			 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA SC head coach Pablo Franco Martin has insisted on continu-
ing to see to it the outfit gives its all in the NBC Premier League, despite 
having poor results in the last two games.

The Premier League defending champion lost three points away to 
Mbeya City FC, losing 1-0, then dropped two points following a 0-0 draw 
with Mtibwa Sugar at Manungu Stadium in Morogoro last Saturday.

The Spanish coach has said he still has high hopes that his team will 
return to victory, as it had in the past few weeks.

He said the Premier League has certainly grown to be very competi-
tive and what happened is normal, noting the results have built them 
up well to believe anything can happen in a football game.

Regarding the game against Kagera Sugar, Martin said he has psycho-
logically prepared his players.

The coach pointed out his players will face the match, slated for today 
in Kagera, with a determination to win it.

The match will be played at Kaitaba Stadium in Bukoba.
“The league has been tough, every team is well organized and we 

have made better preparations to make sure we do well in the next 
game against Kagera Sugar,” he said.

“It will be a competitive game because in two games we have not 
won, we are continuing to strengthen ourselves towards our game 
against Kagera Sugar.”

Martin said the poor pitch conditions of various stadiums made it dif-
ficult for his outfit to play well.

The Spanish coach noted his focus is on the games ahead, including 
today’s match against Kagera Sugar, which has a good stadium.

“The race for the top honour is still on, we have a chance to defend 
it, Simba SC members and fans should not be disappointed with the 
previous results, the championship is still open and we have matches 
to defend it,” Martin said.

“I commend my players for the way they fought to the best of their 
ability even though we missed three points, we are thankful for that 
one.’’

“It is going to be a tough match, Kagera Sugar has not had a series 
of good results recently so the team will be eager to get good results to 
achieve what we also want to achieve,” he stressed.

Cameroon into AFCON quarters despite 
Comoros heroics, Gambia win

Simba SC seeks redemption at Kagera Sugar   
Simba SC tactician confident of 
turnaround in Premier League

Azam FC 
appoints 
Abdihamid 
Moalin as 
head coach     

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC will look to make 
amends for the outfit’s first loss 
of the season and a frustrating 
draw with a win away to Kagera 
Sugar in an NBC Premier League 
tie slated for today afternoon.

The NBC Premier League de-
fending champion went down 1-0 
to Mbeya City FC to end a run of 
11 league matches without defeat 
which was followed by a goalless 
draw with Mtibwa Sugar in Moro-
goro last week.

Having dropped five points 
in the last two games, Simba SC 
knows it can not afford to lose 
more ground in its pursuit of a 
fifth consecutive top-flight title.

The side finds itself a mas-
sive 10 points behind the league 
leader, Yanga, as the season ap-
proaches the halfway mark.

Simba SC will aim to end a 
three-match drought without 
scoring from open play.

The club’s head coach, Pablo 
Martin Francis, will hope for-
wards Meddie Kagere, John Boc-

Simba SC players feature in training in Morogoro last week to prepare for an NBC Premier League match against Mtibwa 
Sugar, which took place last Saturday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

It is unclear at this stage what 
Moalin’s mandate for this cam-
paign is but he will certainly be 
expected to improve the club’s 
position from last season.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Azam FC’s head coach, Abdihamid Moalin. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC

co, and Chris Mugalu will redis-
cover their goal-scoring form.

While Kagere has scored four, 
Bocco and Mugalu are yet to 
register a league goal this sea-
son.

Kagera Sugar, meanwhile, 
ended a run of six games with-
out victory to claim a hard-
fought 2-1 away victory over 
Dodoma Jiji FC on Saturday to 
leave the former two places 
above the drop zone with 13 
points.

On the positive side for Kag-
era Sugar head coach, Francis 
Baraza, is that his side seems 
to overcome its goal-scoring 
problems.

The outfit has scored five 
goals in its past two games on 
the road. Striker Hassan Mwa-
terema, in particular, has been 
in good form registering two 
goals and two assists in his last 
two appearances for Kagera 
Sugar.

The bad news for coach Bara-
za is that his side has a very 
poor home record this season 

having won only one game at 
Kaitaba Stadium.

In head-to-head meetings, 
Simba SC has won 11 games, 
drawn five, and suffered six 
losses.

Kagera Sugar’s line-up from 
their 2-1 win over Dodoma Jiji 
FC on Friday: Said Kipao, Ab-
dallah Mfuko, Dickson Mhilu, 
David Luhende(Hamisi Kizza 
55’), Jackson Harod (Eric Mwi-
jage 79’), Ally Nassoro, Ally Ra-
madhan, Hassan Mwaterema 
(Cosmas Lewis 90’), Nassoro 
Kapama (David Luhende 84’), 
Meshack Abraham, Yusuph 
Lwenge.

Simba SC’ line-up from their 
goalless draw with Mtibwa Sug-
ar on Saturday: Aishi Manula, 
Shomari Kapombe, Gadiel Mi-
chael (Mohamed Hussein  72’), 
Henock Inonga, Joash Onyango, 
Sadio Kanoute, Jonas Mkude, 
Meddie Kagere ( John Bocco 
79’), Pape Sakho, Hassan Dilun-
ga (Clatous Chama 46’), Chris 
Mugalu (Bernard Morrison 46’).
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By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

AZAM FC has confirmed the ap-
pointment of Abdihamid Moalin as 
the outfit’s permanent head coach 
on a three-year contract.

Former Somalia’s Horseed FC 
coach was appointed as Azam FC’s 
caretaker boss in December follow-
ing the dismissal of Zambian tacti-
cian George Lwandamina.

Moalin will take charge of his first 
game as full-time boss against Tran-
sit Camp in the fourth round of the 
Federation Cup this weekend.

Before working with the first team, 
the Somali-born coach was appoint-
ed as Azam FC academy director- the 
position he held for two weeks.

In addition, he was designated as 
the club’s performance analyst for 
the senior team.

He has previously worked in the 
USA’s Major League Soccer (MLS) 
with Columbus Crew (2014-2016), as 
the outfit’s assistant coach and also 
worked with the club’s U-18 and U-23 
sides.

He has also served on the D.C Unit-
ed as an assistant coach in 2019.

His first match as Azam FC head 
coach was a tie against Green War-
riors in December, which saw the 
tactician help his club post a com-
fortable 4-0 victory over the second-
tier club that was followed by a 2-2 
draw with Mbeya City FC.

He guided the team to the 2022 
Mapinduzi Cup final which ended 
with the outfit losing 1-0 to Simba SC.

In the league, after losing to Simba 
SC in New year, he swiftly followed 
with victories against Mbeya Kwanza 
FC and Prisons.

He is credited with Azam FC’s re-
turn to a more attacking style of play.

Moalin’s appointment has been 
hugely welcomed by the majority of 
Azam FC fans who commended the 
management for sticking with the 
young coach.

It is unclear at this stage what Moa-
lin’s mandate for this campaign is 
but he will certainly be expected to 
improve the club’s position from last 
season.

The season saw Azam FC finish 
third in the Premier League behind 
the champion, Simba SC, and run-
ner-up, Yanga, and also crashed out 
of the semi-final of the Federation 
Cup.

Now, with this appointment as 
head coach of Azam FC, Moalin is 
currently the youngest head coach 
in the Tanzanian top-flight.
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