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President Samia Suluhu Hassan inspects an Air Force guard of honour shortly after jetting into Pretoria yesterday for a one-day state visit to
South Africa at the invitation of President Cyril Ramaphosa..

Development partners PO-RALG

sign accord over

hydropower financing

By Henry Mwangonde

THE government yesterday
signed a $325 million (750
bn/-) loan agreement with
the European Union (EU),
the French Development
Agency (AFD) and the
African Development Bank
(AfDB) to finance the Kakono
hydropower project in Kagera
Region.

Finance and Planning
minister Dr Mwigulu
Nchemba said at the signing
ceremony yesterday that
the project is in line with the
country’s Third Five Year
Development Plan (FYDP III)
and part of broader agenda
to build a competitive and
industrial  economy by
improving reliable access to
energy.

Of that amount, AfDB will
issue $161.47, AFD lend euro
110m, the European Devel-
opment Fund euro 35m and
the government top up with
17.6bn/-, he said.

The project will increase
grid electricity from least-cost
renewable sources to address

electricity deficits in north-
western Tanzania, the minis-
ter noted.

Céline Robert, the AFD
country director, said the
pact was a new milestone in
achieving the 2025 Vision for
the energy sector.

“Through the construc-
tion of a hydropower plant of
close to 88MW and its associ-
ated infrastructure, the pro-
ject will significantly increase
renewable power generation
capacity and contribute to
the government’s aim to gen-
erate five gigawatt (GW) of
electricity by 2025,” she said.

“This new run-off-the river
power station and the re-
lated improvement of the
grid will foster economic de-
velopment in Kagera Region,
paving the way for Tanzania-
Uganda grid interconnection,
she elaborated.

Adding the power station
will ease the energy transition
to clean sources of energy by
reducing carbon intensity of
the power sector, the director
observed.

AfDB country manager

Patricia Laverley said the
Kakono power plant is set to
increase energy production,
helping to address electricity
supply deficit, helping to im-
prove the quality of supply.

This in turn will help in ef-
forts to build a competitive
and industrial economy for
human development through
reliable access to energy, she
stated.

Cedric Merel, the head of
cooperation in the EU Del-
egation said the 86.7bn/- in
grants illustrates the EU and
Global Gateway strategies to
promote renewable energies,
investing in key strategic in-
frastructures in partner coun-
tries.

The EU’s ongoing support
to the energy sector in Tanza-
nia is considerable with about
450bn/- invested at macro
and micro levels, he said.

“The money has been of
paramount importance in
supporting energy sector
reforms, energy efficiency,
clean cooking, rural electrifi-
cation and investments while
supporting the private sec-
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new toorelaxed
over CAG
questions

By Augusta Njoji, Dodoma

THE Local Authorities Accounts
Committee (LAAC) of the
National Assembly is furious
over the relaxed attitude of
the President’s Office, Regional
Administration and Local
Governments (PO-RALG) for

its unsatisfactory responses to
twelve resolutions presented
to the House by the committee.
LAAC chairperson Halima Mdee
(Special Seats), opposition gave
three weeks to the ministry to
submit actual responses, citing
unsatisfactory responses on
steps taken against 155 local
councils that failed to reclaim
a total of 47bn/- loaned to
vulnerable groups.

She issued those instructions
to senior PO-RALG officials
here

TURN TO Page2

nder per dwelling'plan

‘Widen scope
of integration

to learmng at

EA varsi

By Henry Mwangonde

DUCATIONAL exchange pro-
Egrammes among higher learn-
ing institutions in East Africa
need to be reactivated to harmonise
competence, promote integration and
enhance the international character of
public universities, the government has
declared.

Prof Adolf Mkenda, the Education, Sci-
ence and Technology minister, issued
this appeal when officiating at the 12th
academia-public-private partnership fo-
rum (APPPF) and exhibition in Dar es Sa-
laam yesterday, pointing at the Inter-Uni-
versity Council for East Africa IUCEA) as
enabling countries to widen the scope of
integration through education.

“During the liberation struggle stu-

SPECIAL

dents were able to choose either to study
in Nairobi, Dar es Salaam or Kampala;
we need to reintroduce that practice be-
cause it was promoting academic com-
petition,” he stated.

Integration will also facilitate knowl-
edge sharing among students and lec-
turers, linking universities with one an-
other to facilitate expertise sharing and
give students a wider chance to choose
where to study, he emphasised.

The government was reviewing the
curriculum to meet labour demands
including ensuring that graduates are
equipped with the necessary skills, he
told the symposium held with a focus on
nurturing sustainable skills development

TURN TO Page2
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By Guardian Reporter

DOMESTIC market uptake
for liguefied petroleum
gas (LPQ) is projected to
grow to up to ten kilos
per capita annually in
the next ten years, the
private sector affirms.
Benoit Araman, the
Tanzania LPG Association
chairman made this
observation in Dar

es Salaam yesterday

at the opening of the

East Africa LPG Expo

for stakeholders from
different countries. A total
of 50 exhibitors of gas
tools and technologies are
set to discuss techniques
to promote wider use of
clean cooking energies.
The two days event was
jointly organized by LPG
Expo in collaboration
with the Tanzania LPG
Association, supported by

the Ministry of Energy,
EWURA and the World
LPG Association in the
French capital of Paris.
The Oryx Gas (T)
managing director said
Tanzania's LPG market
is growing daily and
offers opportunities for
investment and business
development. The country
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for graduate
employability.

The intention is to en-
able the private sector
and the government to
foster joint dialogue and
enhance the linkage be-
tween the private sector
and higher education
institutions, by closer en-
gagement with the public
sector, he further noted.

Symposium partici-
pants included academic
and research institutions,
private sector founda-
tions, federations and
some of their members,
students and employers’
associations from EAC
partner states and multi-
lateral organisations.

The forum features
exhibitions to showcase
success stories, providing
a platform to share
updates on research,
innovations by academia-
industry partnerships,
and work on potential
collaborations, officials
said.

Fostering academia-
private-public
sector dialogues on
topical issues on
skills development,
youth employability,
knowledge
generation and
research is essential
for higher learning
adaptation, they
stated.

Prof Gaspard
Banyankimbona,

egration

the conference
creates space
for collaboration
among stakeholders,
enabling experts
in various sectors
to respective
areas of interest.
It creates room for
collaboration and
matching labour
market demands
to obtain skilled
graduates.
“This platform creates
room for discussion
on how universities
can prepare able
Citizens for the 21st
century because
time is changing and
there is a need for
graduates from East
African universities
to change and
move together,” he
asserted.
Changing times call
for universities to be
capacitated, including
being habituated
with incubators for
innovation, he stated,
elaborating that it is time
for EAC countries to
support universities with
necessary resources to be
research bases generating
innovative solutions
for industrial or other
hurdles facing the region
and in the wider context.
Prof Charles Kihampa,
executive secretary for
the Tanzania Commission
for Universities (TCU),
said the symposium offers
room for discussions cov-

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (C) and the French Development Agency (AFD) Country director, Céline Robert (L), pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday
signing a 272.6bn/- agreement for the implementation of Kakono waterfall electricity project in Kagera Region. Right is Dr Saada Mkuya Salum, Minister of State in the
Zanzibar President’s Office (Finance and Planning).

‘PO-RALG too relaxed over CAG questions’

FROM PAGE 1

yes-
ter-
day after the committee
went through the parlia-
mentary resolutions last
November following the
annual report of the Con-
troller and Auditor General
(CAQG) for fiscal 2020/21.
The issue of the loans was
stubborn and disciplinary
authorities ought to take
action against responsible

ing has been done,” she
stated.

Emphasizing that the mon-
ey was not given as pre-
sents but loans that were
supposed to be repaid, she
said it was discovered that
19 councils received more
funds than what had been
endorsed by the legisla-
ture.

By contrast, 163 councils
received less than was

not satisfy the committee,

she specified, pointing

out that 47bn/- was seen
to have been spent more
than the budget endorsed

by Parliament. Demand
for explanation went

unanswered, she stated.

Another issue is public
employees’ claims for

benefits “and so far this
has not been satisfactorily

responded to,” she said,

responses are given, they
should be complete and
answering actual gueries.
This is a legal obligation
that we will pursue for the
benefit of the nation, she
asserted, with committee
member Esther Bulaya
(Special Seats, opposition)
said for 10 years about
700 CAG Audit gueries on
local councils have not
been addressed to reflect

government three weeks
to provide responses/
That will set the
parameters for
recommending to the
legislature the measures
to be taken against

all those involved in
mismanaging budget fund,
the chairperson intoned

If those officials are used
to work habitually, “this
panel has big expectations

the forum executive officials in district coun- approved but PO-RALG specifying that the of doing great things,” requirements of the law.

secretary, said

ering the higher educa-
tion sector in the region.

City LPG Expo
trending on ‘gas
cylinder to each
dwelling’ plan

FROM PAGE 1

has an LPG consump-
tion growth of two
percent annually on
per capita terms, a
huge potential being
unleashed, he stated.
The local market is
supplemented by
access to landlocked
countries, which
facilitates investment
decisions by a range
of participants, he
said, noting that the
LPG association was
pursuing a vision of
one gas cylinder per
dwelling and house-
hold in the next ten
years.

Using LPG blends
with climate change
adaptation needs,
health and improv-
ing community
livelihoods, women
empowerment, plus
developing skills and
the wider economy,
he said.

The association is
working on the clean
cooking initiative
launched by Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu
Hassan to provide
Tanzanians with clean
cooking solutions by
up to 80 percent of
households in the
next half decade, he
stated.

Felchesmi Mramba,
the permanent secre-
tary, said the min-

istry is coordinating
efforts to bring on
board issues of clean
cooking, to reach the
vast majority of the
population by 2033.
“For this strategy to
become reality we re-
ally need to focus on
increasing investment
in clean cooking fuels
such as LPG, natural
gas and e-cooking,”
he elaborated.

The National Energy
Policy of 20150 cites
the development of
least cost domestic
energy resources,
user friendly energy
pricing, and improved
energy reliability

and efficiency. It
encourages private
sector participation
in the sector, seeks to
cut forest depletion
and widen expertise
in the area, he
pointed out.

He urged clarity on
environment and
health parameters in
relation to cooking
energy, as to effects
of traditional fuels
like charcoal and
firewood.

The need to
encompass the
benefits of LPG use
for cooking, cost
awareness and safety
issues for household
users have to be set
out clearly in the
discussion, he added.

cils, “but so far noth-

responses on the issue did

committee has given the

she said, insisting that if

Defence and National Service minister Innocent Bashungwa (L) and India’s Defence minister, Rajnath Singh, exchange greetings in Bengaluru, India, on the sidelines of the
recent Aero India 2023. They held talks on relations between the two countries. Aero India is a biennial air show and aviation exhibition. It is organised by the Defence
Exhibition Organisation, a wing of India’s Defence ministry.

Committee wants Mkulazi sugar

factory to be in business by June

By Guardian Correspondent,
Morogoro

THE Parliamentary
Standing Commit-
tee for Social Wel-
fare and Community
Development has
directed the govern-
ment to make sure
the Morogoro based
Mkulazi sugar factory
starts production by
June, this year.
Chairman of the
committee, Fatma
Taofig gave the
directive yesterday

shortly after mem-
bers visited the fac-
tory at Mbigiri village
in Kilosa District.
Construction of the
factory which has
reached 89 percent
will boost production
of the sweetener and
reduce imports.

“I commend Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu
Hassan for providing
funds for construc-
tion of the factory;

it is our expectation
that productions will
begin this year to

curtail sugar shortage
and reduce prices,”
she said.

She said the sugar
factory, which is
jointly owned by the
National Social Secu-
rity Fund (NSSF)—96
per cent and the
Prisons Force by 4
percent, will have the
capacity to produce
50,000 tonnes of
sugar annually and
provide jobs to 3,316
people.

“When the factory
starts operating; job

priorities should be
given to villagers
surrounding it. Of

the 3,000 people, the
majority should be
people from Kilosa
District and Morogoro
Region,” said Taofigq.
Prof Joyce Ndalicha-
ko, Minister of State,
Prime Minister's Of-
fice (Labour, Youth,
Employment and Per-
sons with Disability)
said the Mkulazi fac-
tory was constructed
with funds from
NSSF in collabora-

tion with the Prisons
Force. She said the
aim is to boost sugar
production to reduce
imports.
She added that a
total of 344bn/-
would be used
until completion of its
construction as well
as procurement of
sugarcane processing
machines, expansion
of farms and irriga-
tion infrastructures.
The factory’s chief
executive, Selestine
Some said plans are

to cultivate sugarcane
in a 3,600 hectares
farm through irriga-
tion. He said they
will procure modern
farming tools to en-
hance productivity.
One of the commit-
tee members, Ally
Kingi who is the leg-
islator for Jang'ombe
Constituency in
Zanzibar urged the
factory management
to construct dams to
facilitate irrigation
of the farms during
drought.
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Minister Biteko reiterates government
commitment to improve mining sector

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

Dotto Biteko, minister for Miner-
als, has reiterated the government’s
commitment to improve the mining
sector, calling on ministry workers
to work innovatively in realizing the
target.

The minister noted that without
the workers’ efforts, the govern-
ment cannot implement the set
strategies and increase the sector’s
contributions to national economy.

Dotto made the statement while
addressing ministry and its depart-
ment’s workers who gathered to
welcome the recently appointed
Permanent Secretary, Kheri Mahim-
bali.

According to the minister the
realized gains in the ministry are
due to close collaboration between
workers and management teams.

He called on the new PS to en-

Govt launches first modern cruise boat

sure all the workers achieve the set
targets, failure of which actions be
taken upon those who do not work
to help realize ministry goals.

“We need to do everything pos-
sible to improve the mining sector
and its contribution to the national
economy as stated in the govern-
ment strategies” said Biteko.

The minister also expressed the
need for a timely delivery of the set
targets, noting that there is always a
time line for every activity.

He also explained to the PS that
the ministry has several employees
that he would work together with,
calling on him to nurture teamwork
for better results.

On the other hand the minister
also urged the PS to make workers
feel they are important and valued
since they spend a lot of time work-
ing in the ministry.

Deputy Minister for Minerals, Dr
Steven Kiruswa, on his part noted
that a lot of achievements have
been realized through teamwork
among workers.

He explained that management
has also managed to reduce the
number of workers in acting capaci-
ty by confirming those who deserve
new positions or getting the right
individuals for the positions.

“I'm glad to hear from you that
you like to embrace teamwork
everywhere you work and I would
like to let you know that we have
achieved a lot within one year
through cooperation,” said the dep-
uty minister.

Earlier in his brief remarks, the in-
coming PS said he expects coopera-
tion from the workers, adding that
it is only through unity that the gov-
ernment targets can be achieved.

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi (R) unveils a curtain to launch four Zanzibar Bureau of Standards
laboratories at Maruhubi in Unguja yesterday.

Education ministry

By Guardian Correspondent, Kilwa

THE government has
launched the first modern
cruise boat, a move which is ex-
pected to boost domestic tour-
ism.

Speaking on Tuesday dur-
ing the launch event at Kilwa
Masoko, Coast Region, Minis-
ter for Natural Resources and
Tourism, Mohamed Mchenger-
wa said the boat chris-
tened ‘TAWA SEA CRUISER’
will be ‘ enable visitors to see all
the available attractions that in-
cludes sea tortoises, coral reefs,
mangroves and various fish spe-

cies.

The boat, which has been
made by a local company—Son-
goro Marine Transport Ltd, has
a capacity to carry 50 tourists at
atime. Itis owned by the Tan-
zania Wildlife Management Au-
thority (TAWA). It is equipped
with modern equipment to
make tourists enjoy their cruis-
ing trips as well as special glass-
es and lenses that enable tour-
ists to see various sea creatures
without swimming.

The minister also visited vari-
ous tourist attractions in Kilwa
Kisiwani, Kilwa Masoko in Kil-
wa District, Lindi Region. The

attractions include the Great
Mosque that was built in the
12th century and a palace com-
plex.

Mchengerwa tasked TAWA to
look at possibilities to further
improve the old town to attract
more tourists.

In another development,
Mchengerwa directed the min-
istry officials to end the long-
existing disputes between na-
tional parks and villagers across
the country.

He gave the directives on
Tuesday when swearing in the
recently appointed TAWA Com-
missioner—Mabula Nyanda. The

event took place at Kilwa Kisi-
wani in Kilwa District.

“You must end all the dis-
putes between citizens and na-
tional parks within two months;
this will facilitate preservation
of our natural resources, thus
fulfilling the President Samia
Suluhu Hassan’s dream of en-
suring Tanzanians benefit from
their resources,” said the min-
ister.

He called upon Tanzanians to
respect the country’s laws and
regulations governing conser-
vation of natural resources, a
move which will ultimately re-
duce the conflicts.

He urged them to identify
some of the conflicting laws that
may hinder conservation efforts
so that they are reviewed. He
underscored the need for TAWA
to work closely with villagers to
ensure sustainable conserva-
tion of the natural resources.

Mchengerwa asked the TAWA
Board and management to
come up with plans that will en-
able the authority to also man-
age other islands to attract more
investors and tourists.

The tourism sector contrib-
utes more than 17.5 percent to
the economy and provides jobs
to 1.5 million people.

TANAPA clarifies on
reports of Serengeti’s
well known dead lion

By Correspondent Marc Nk-
wame, Arusha

THE Tanzania National
Park has officially clari-
fied the reports regarding
the death of Serengeti’s fa-
mous Lion, Bob Junior.

Commissioner for Con-
servation, William Mwak-
ilema said Bob Junior was
indeed killed by other li-
ons in the usual territorial
battle within the Namiri
plains in western parts of
the National Park.

Due to his global popu-
larity, TANAPA would
have liked to preserve
the lion king through
taxidermy; however as of
now there are no remains
of him, having been de-
voured by scavengers.

Bob Junior was a very
famous lion due to his
thick dark manes inher-
ited from his father.

His father was named
‘Bob’ due to his thick dark
mane as people thought
they resembled the
dreadlocks adorned by
the Jamaican reggae star,
Robert Nestor Marley.

Bob Junior also spotted
the same dark and bushy
lock of hair, like Bob Sen-
ior.

Fight for domination is
common among the cat’s
families in the wild. This
struggle usually starts
when the males in the
pride reach three years of
age.

During that time they
get forced out of the group
and compelled to forge
new life until when they
become strong enough to
fight for leadership in the
pride.

Bob Junior was 12 years
old when he got killed by
the coalition of seven oth-
er lions.

Together  with  his
brother Joel they have
been ruling the pride for
seven years.

The Tanzania National
Park is working to trace
the whereabouts of this
other lion, believed to
have disappeared after
the fierce battle in Namiri.

Usually, a lion may lose
the battle for pride domi-
nation due to weakness,
illness or old age.

Once overthrown, the
loser also gets edged out
of the pride and may live
in solitary for the rest of
his life or eventually die of
loneliness.

Sometimes they die
early from the injuries in-
flicted onto them during
fighting or like the case of
Bob Junior, killed in the
battle.

Tanzania would have
liked to preserve Bob Jun-
ior through mounting his
remains by taxidermy,
due to his popularity as
legendary figure.

However Bob Junior’s
carcass could not be sal-
vaged in time because
scavengers including hy-
enas had already fed on
the remains.

Bob Junior was
12 years old
when he got
killed by the co-
alition of seven
other lions

in push to boost
teaching of Maths
subject in schools

By Correspondent Idda Mushi,
Morogoro

THE Ministry of Educa-
tion, Science and Technol-
ogy, in collaboration with
the President’s Office,
Regional Administration
and Local Government
(PO-RALG) have been
called to work together to
stress upon universities
and teachers’ colleges to
assist in the teaching of
Maths subject in primary
and secondary schools
just like the University of
Dar es Salaam (UDSM) in
order for the students to
do well and increase ex-
amination passes.

Head of mathematics
Department at UDSM Dr
Sylvester Rugeihyamu
made the remarks at
the event to mark World
Mathematics Day held at
Jamhuri Stadium, Moro-
goro. “There should be
some stress on primary
schools, children should

derstand, the poor results
we witness in secondary
schools are problems
emanating from primary
schools, there is a con-
cept that every teacher
can teach Maths, this is
not true,” said Dr Rugei-
hyamu.

Dr Rugeihyamu said
the Ministry of education
is also supposed to con-
centrate on Maths in pri-
mary education because,
he said when students
perform poorly, it contrib-
utes to more challenges
for secondary schools’
students where the pass
level is just 20 per cent for
more than 20 years con-
secutively.

He said in order to attain
achievements the govern-
ment must see the issue as
a problem, else there will
be few professionals who
will not withstand the
main government goals in
developing the industrial
economy through mod-

Tanzania LPG Association chairman Araman Benoite (R), who is also Oryx Gas Tanzania managing director, in
discussion with gas stakeholders shortly after his welcoming remarks at an International East Africa LPG Expo
workshop held in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

be pressed upon to un- ern technology.

Mantra Tanzania Limited

2nd Floor, Masaki lkon, Bains Singh Avenue, Masaki

P.O Box 23451, Dar es Salaam, United Republic of Tanzania
Registration No: 29785

Tel: +255 764 700 440

e-mail: mantra@uranium1.co.tz; www.uranium1.com

PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR ACCESS ROAD WORK.

Mantra Tanzania Limited (Mantra), operating as a subsidiary of Uranium One,is | ¢ Details of Resources available in terms of number of manpower, equipment

focused on the potential development of a Uranium Mine at its Mkuju River etc. for providing similar services

Project (MRP) in the Namtumbo District of Ruvuma Region. i+ Health, Safety and Environment (HSE) policies, procedures and statistics
covering the last 4 years.

Now Mantra Tanzania Ltd invites eligible contractors to express their Interest * Copies of Valid Quality Certifications / Accreditations, ISO certifications, If

(EOI) for the provision of Access Road work. any
* Company's financial performance documents (Audited Balance sheets,
Profit and Loss Account & cash flow statement,Auditors Report and Notes
to Accounts etc.) for last 3 (three) years. Latest financial statement should
not be older than 18 months on the date of submission of response to
Expression of interest.

Current Tax Clearance certificate from relevant authority.

Corporate ownership including main shareholders by percentage.

Interested Companies are requested, as a minimum, to submit the following; :
* Detailed Company Information with Organization structure, List of
workers with CVs of key personnel. '
¢ Details of completion of similar type of contracts in the last three years and
similar contracts/agreements currently under execution under headings: .
a) Brief scope of work/item L.

b) Value of work in USD * Approved Local Content Plan by the Mining Commission.

c¢) Contractual Duration 5

d) Clients name The interested bidders should submit a soft copy of their Expression of Interest

e) Contact details of the Client (Mantra may approach the client directly | (EOI) via e-mail address; mantra@uranium|.co.tz and the hard copy to the
for the feedback). below address latest on 30*" March 2023 at 16.00 hours.

Managing Director

Mantra Tanzania Ltd
Plot No. 1520, Masaki lkon, Bains Avenue-Masaki, P.O. Box 23451, Tel +255764700440, Dar es Salaam.

217322901
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Mongela wants Tanzanians
toinculcate reading culture

By Beatrice Philemon

RENOWNED Tanzania politician,
Getrude Mongela has encouraged
people to imbibe a culture of reading so
as to gain more new knowledge and skills
that would spur the country’s socio-
economic development.

Mongela made the call in Dar es
Salaam on Tuesday when speaking
during the launch of a book titled:
“Pivoting in heels” that highlights new
opportunities and challenges facing
managing directors and chief executive
officers especially due to the impacts
brought by the COVID-19 pandemic.

She said that it's high time for
Tanzanians to build a culture of reading,
which seems to have disappeared in
recent years.

“In books like what weve been
launching today, there are lots of things
tolearn and prosper in life...so we haven’t
delayed, let’s go back and read books as
many as we can,” she said.

She however described the launched
book as important as it will provide
lessons for many other women who are
aspiring for the top positions.

The book is authored by managing
director and chief executive officer of the
East Africa Bang Media House, Emelda
Mwamanga.

Mongela lauded Mwamanga for
writing the book that elaborates the
stories of the brave women leaders from
60 companies in East Africa Region who
faced the pandemic head on and still
managed to keep business afloat, who
inspired others to keep going and who
lay hold of new business opportunities,
who crafted a new way of being and
thinking while offering support to their

companies.

The book also elaborates on how
these companies have managed
to flourish during the COVID-19

"Before writing this
book, we visited dif-
ferent places and
had face-to-face
discussions with 60
companies owned by
brave women includ-
ing managing direc-
tors and chief execu-
tive officers to learn
how they managed
to flourish during the
COVID-19 pandemic

pandemic so that other companies can
learn from there, share experience, how
businesses have successfully pivoted
during the pandemic and how they
managed to provide working gears for
their staff.

She called upon Mwamanga to visit
her and write a new book for her history
because she has good history but does
not put it in writing and is not well-
documented for the current and future
generations.

“I know Mwamanga you can do it
similarly to this book, we need to have
our own books that in turn will help
children and other people learn from
us since the struggle for Tanzanian
independence to date,” she said.

She also recommended that
Mwamanga should visit other leaders
because the majority of Tanzanian
leaders have very good history but they
don’t put it in writing and their history is
not well-documented for the current and
future generations.

“I was very happy to see this book that
elaborates on women who have done
amazing and commendable work during
the COVID-19 pandemic, 1 encourage
Tanzanians in all areas where they are to
purchase and read it so see how women
have managed to thrive during the
pandemic.

“Mwamanga has helped us to read the
best stories ever written in other areas, I
believe the book will be read with future
generations,” she said.

She also expecting to establish a
Getrude Mongela Museum that will show
her history, before independence, during
the independence, during struggle of
independence, award received from
different countries across the world, gifts
received and other issues.

Commenting, Mwamanga said the
book has powerful stories which will
help give courage to many women to
become good leaders and overcome
challenges that come across.

“We want to show people how these
companies have managed to thrive
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the book
has been endorsed by President Samia
Suluhu Hassan.

According to her, during the COVID-19
pandemic especially in 2020/2021
many companies went bankrupt and
closed business, more people did not
work at all while others worked fewer
hours because their employer closed
or lost business due to the coronavirus
pandemic.”

“Before writing this book, we visited
different places and had face-to-face
discussions with 60 companies owned
by brave women including managing
directors and chief executive officers
to learn how they managed to flourish
during the COVID-19 pandemic,” she
said.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR THE PROVISION OF SUPPLY
TESTING EQUIPMENT for Welding, Coating, MEP and Concrete Works

REF: ETJ-BB-PR-EI-GEN-GE-0116

The Republic of Uganda, the Uganda National Oil
Company (UNQC), the United Republic of Tanzania
and/or  Tanzania  Petroleum  Development
Corporation(TPDC), as well as other international oil
companies are partaking in the implementation of
the EACOP Project.

The EACOP Project development involves the
engineering,  construction,  operation  and
maintenance of a crude oil export pipeline crossing
Uganda and Tanzania incl. a Jetty with Load Out
Facility for Qil Tankers, near Tanga in Tanzania.

BESIX Ballast Nedam (BBN) Limited, executing Early
Services for the Jetty and Load Out Facilities in the
Tanga Bay for the East African Crude Oil Pipeline
(EACOP) Project, invites experienced specialist
Companies to express their interest for:

- Testing equipment for Welding, Coating, MEP and
concrete works.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SCOPE OF THE
MATERIALS / SERVICES:

Welding Works: Welding gauges, NDT equipment
(MPI, PT, PAUT, RT), temperature control devices

Testing equipment may vary for each discipline such as;

and etc.

Coating Works: WFT, DFT, Holiday Test, Pull-Off
Test, Dust Test and etc. MEP

Works: Pressure gauges, hydrotest pressure
recorder, temperature control devices,
multimeters, earth ground tester, clamp meter,
voltage tester, cable tester and etc.

Concrete Works: Thermometers, temperature probes
(Testo or equivalent), fresh concrete testing equipment
(slump, air content, temperature), laboratory testing
equipment for aggregate, sand, cement etc.

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS:
Companies expressing their interest are invited to
document their request with:

- Company profile with proof of sufficient financial
capabilities as well as sufficient and capable
resources.

- Detailed list of testing equipment list with
necessary datasheets

- Compliance with petroleum (local Content)
requlation of 2017 and local company definition for
Tanzania.

- Proof of registration/application to Local Supplier
Service Provider (LSSP) database at the time of
submission of the response to this expression of
interest is highly recommended.

Tender process.

Interested companies which meet the minimum requirements and have the capacity to provide the services
listed above should express their interest by sending together with the above listed documents an email to
procurement@bbnltd.co.tz (Max. Email Size: 20 MBs & All documents must be submitted in the English
language) on or before 31 March 2023, 18:00 Tanzania Time,

Companies satisfactorily meeting the above minimum requirements will be evaluated and if selected will be
invited, subject to the signature of a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA), to participate in the bidding process.

Note: Only pre-qualified companies will receive an invitation to submit their bid in furtherance of the Call for

Dodoma Water and Sanitation Authority executive director, Eng. Aron Joseph, briefs members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Public Capital Investment (PIC) moments after visiting the project in Nzuguni, Dodoma yesterday.

Japanese embassy expresses intention to shift to Dodoma

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

DODOMA Regional Commis-
sioner, Rosemary Senyamule yes-
terday at different times met with
and held discussions with the
Ambassador of Japan to Tanzania
Yasushi Misawa and Indonesia’s
Ambassador Tri Yogo Jatmiko at
his office here.

The Japanese envoy has ex-
pressed intention to shift to the
Dodoma Capital.

This follows government’s ef-

forts to woo foreign envoys in the
country to shift their embassies
to Dodoma.

Ambassador Misawa also said
the coming of the Japanese em-
bassy to Dodoma aims at boost-
ing the existing long ties between
the two nations being part of the
two nation’s efforts to strengthen
even further the ties for the de-
velopment of the farming and
industrial development sectors.

Meanwhile, Indonesian envoy
in the country, Tri Yogo Jamitko

said his visit aims to establish co-
operation between Jakarta and
Dodoma.

He said Indonesia was ready to
work together with the City of Do-
doma in developing investment
areas including the construction
of factories for extraction of oil
from neem trees.

Amb Jatmiko said in regard to
Zanzibar his country will con-
tinue working together with the
revolutionary government to
empower women in the clove oil

extraction.

In the same vein, RC Senyam-
ule said the Phase VI government
has done great improvements in
Dodoma Region including the
upgrading of road infrastruc-
tures, airports and health servic-
es, adding that the government
welcomes all envoys to Dodoma.

A total of 67 land plots have
been set aside at Mtumba capital
City for the construction of gov-
ernment offices and internation-
al organisations.

Members of the Parliamentary Committee on Social Welfare and Development, listen to the manager of Nguru Ranch Hills Feedlot and Abattoir,
Eric Cormack on the quality of meat shortly the Committee tour of PSSSF investments in Mvomero District, Morogoro Region on Monday.

Students die after truck rams into Uganda classroom

KAMPALA

AT LEAST three students are
confirmed dead and several oth-
ers injured following a fatal acci-
dent at Kasaka Secondary School
in Gomba after a truck driver
rammed into one of the buildings
on Tuesday afternoon.

The accident happened at
around 3:30 PM when the driver

of Sino truck lost control of
the vehicle and veered into the
school computer Lab that was
occupied by students and killed
three on the spot.

18 other students were
injured in the process and were
immediately evacuated to the
nearby medical facilities to
receive treatment, local media
reported sourcing Traffic Police

Spokesperson ~ ASP  Faridah
Nampiim.

Kefasi Katumba, the school
head teacher said that the driver
of the ill-fated Sinotruk truck
first hit the school gate before
crashing into the computer lab
and Senior Four West classroom.

“The driver seems to have
failed to negotiate the corner

and thought the truck will

stop if he hits the school gate.
Unfortunately, it just continued
moving, crashing into the
computer lab where it killed two
students on the spot and injured
several others,” he said.

Management of the school has
reportedly sent other students
home until next Monday as they
recover from shock following the
tragedy.

Cyclone Freddy kills more than 200 in southern Africa

BLANTYRE/MAPUTO

TROPICAL Cyclone Freddy has
continued to cause devastation
in the southern African region as
the death toll from disasters such
as flash floods and mudslides
continues to rise.

In Malawi, where the impact
of the cyclone looks the most
severe, the death toll has risen
to 190 as more bodies were re-
covered Tuesday following the
damages caused by tropical cy-
clone Freddy, which has now af-
fected 12 districts and cities in the
southern African nation, accord-
ing to the country’s Department
of Disaster Management Affairs
(DoDMA).

The DoDMA made the an-
nouncement in its Tuesday after-
noon update, with Commissioner
Charles Kalemba saying 158 peo-
ple have died in Blantyre, the
country’s commercial city, alone.

The tropical cyclone started
to impact Malawi Monday after
it entered the province of Zam-
bezia in Mozambique Friday,
causing flooding, mudslides and
strong winds damages in Malawi’s
12 districts and cities.

According to the DoDMA, na-
tionwide, 584 people have been
injured and 37 people reported
missing, including three soldiers
on a rescue team after their
boat hit a tree and capsized. The
updated report also said about

58,946 people has been affect-
ed, with approximately 19,371 of
them displaced.

Fifty-seven camps have been
set up to accommodate the dis-
placed as rescue operations
continue in the affected areas.
Meanwhile, the government
has extended the suspension of
schools in the affected districts to
March 17.

President Lazarus Chakwera
cut short his visit to South Africa
where he transited from the 5th
UN Conference on the Least De-
veloped Countries in Doha, Qatar,
and returned to Malawi Tuesday.
Upon arrival at the Kamuzu Inter-
national Airport, the Malawi lead-
er described Cyclone Freddy’s

impact as “saddening” and said
he would visit the affected areas
and people.

Teams comprising staff from
the Malawi Defense Force, Ma-
lawi Police Service, Marine De-
partment and Malawi Red Cross
Society have been deployed to
carry out rescue operations in
the affected districts.

In Mozambique, Malawi’s
neighbor, at least 10 people have
also been killed and 13 others
injured during the second-time
passage of tropical cyclone Fred-
dy through central Mozambique
over the weekend, said an official
from the National Institute of Dis-
aster Risk Management and Re-
duction (INGD) Tuesday.
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Mining deputy minister, Dr Steven Kiruswa (2nd R), receives GF Trucks & Equipment Ltd brochure from marketing and communication officer, Smart
Deus when he visited GF Trucks & Equipment Ltd booth at the mining technology exhibition ongoing in Chunya District, Mbeya Region yesterday.
Right is Mbeya regional commissioner, Juma Homera.

Tanga port expects to receive megas.
over 50,000 metric tonnes of petrole

By Correspondent Cheji Ba-
kari, Tanga

THE Tanga port is by end
of this week expecting to
receive a mega ship above
189 meters length with
over 50,000 metric tonnes
of petroleum bulk pet-
cock that will go to Sayona
Chemicals and Neelkanth
Chemicals Limited.

Coming of the mega ship
from Saudi Arabia is a re-
cord whereas the port has
received three mega ships
within a month, a move
linked with completion of

African scientists boost
genetic engineering for
climate-resilient crops

ABUJA

AFRICAN scientists say they are scaling up research
on genetically modified (GM) crops such as maize and
cassava to increase food security on the continent as cli-
mate change places increased stress on yields.

In October 2022, Kenya joined African nations al-
ready using genetic engineering to address agricultural
productivity challenges which have been aggravated by
climate change, ending more than a ten-year ban on ge-
netically modified organisms (GMOSs).

Extreme weather events such as droughts caused by
climate change are already harming crop production
across Africa and increasing the spread of crop pests,

with increasing frequency.

“We are advocating for GMOs because ... their safety
is no longer in doubt, and other continents are already
benefiting from its over two decades of existence,” said
Canisius Kanangire, executive director of Kenya-based
African Agricultural Technology Foundation (AATF),
one of the organisations propagating the deployment

of GM technology in Affrica.

The UN Food and Agricultural Organization says that
safety concerns around GM crops among the public,
scientists, and regulators still exist, but the benefits out-

weigh the risks.

the first phase of the ma-
jor improvements project
by 100 percent and the
second phase, which has
reached 93 percent.

Tanga Port Manager, Ma-
soud Mrisha made the re-
marks when briefing Tan-
ga Regional Commissioner,
Waziri Kindamba who vis-
ited the port this week.

Mrisha said: “Before the
upgrading and renovation
of the port, these kinds
of ships were handled
through stream operations
but now the vessels will
dock at the berth and serve
quickly and efficiently.”

The manager noted that
the port is also expected to
host another ship this year
with 5,000 tonnes of fer-
tiliser (Ammonia Nitrate),
the cargo which had never
been handled at the port.

The port is also set to
handle 2481 tonnes of
copper, which will pass
through the facility to DR
Congo, he said.

He said since the im-
provement and expansion
work is complete, the port
expects to serve 50,000
Twenty Equivalent Unit
(TEU’s) annually from the
current 12,000 TEU’ s and

Food court spaces are

available in Masaki.

Very desirable spacious spaces of

70 m2 and 35 m2

floor of Sea Cliff Village plot 532
Toure drive Msasani
Adjacent to the Sea Cliff Hotel.
Parking space available.

Please contact:
Village@hotelseacliff.com
& Whatsapp: 0623580603

1ip with

to serve 3,000,000 metric
harbour tonnes (HBT) car-
goes annually from the cur-
rent 750,000 HBT.

Earlier, Tanga Regional
Commissioner assured
business people and inves-
tors to make use of the port
due to its reliable security
and efficiency in handling
and clearing cargoes.

“Tanga port is the first
East Africa’s main gateway
for seaport services. The
various improvements and
upgrading of berths will
increase performance of
the port as it offers quality
services,” remarked the RC.

1m bulk

In February 26 the port
received 150-meter length
ship’ Baltic Pearl’ that of-
floaded 6909.292 tonnes
of ammonium nitrate
chemical products from
Russia, that belonged to
Simba Supply Solutions
Limited and was cleared
within four days.

March 15th this year, the
port received a 179 meters
length ship-IMO 9573828
from China that anchored
spare parts, property of
Maweni Limestone pro-
ducer of Huaxin cements
weighing 972 tonnes.
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IRDP embarks on
project toupgrade
capital city status

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Do-
doma

THE Institute of Rural Develop-
ment Planning (IRDP) has embarked
on a robust project to facelift envi-
ronmental status and crucial social
services within some parts of the Do-
doma Capital City.

Christened ‘Greening and Beau-
tification of Capital City, the timely,
ambitious initiative which is current-
ly at its preliminary stages is being
implemented by the Dodoma-based
varsity in cooperation with several
development partners, including the
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), UN-Habitat, as well
as African Union (AU).

Giving an exclusive interview
to this publication, the Projects
Coordinator at IRDP, Dr Bonamax
Mbasa, said that they were currently
working on the feasibility study of the
project, among others, to determine
the needed financial capital, and
other facilities in order to have the
project executed in the intended
standards and timeframe.

Mbasa detailed that the project
involves the construction of state-of-
the-art shopping malls, installation
of quality centers for the rolling
out of online financial transactions
service, and special resting and
recreation areas, the potential areas
he expressed will be decorated
with environmentally friendly and
beautiful gardens.

“We have decided to execute
this project for an array of reasons,
but primarily, the major focus is to
improve the availability of social
services and environment at the
heart of Capital City,” he observed.

The IRDPs chief projects
coordinator expounded that the

project will be implemented in the
corridor area stretching between the
College of Business Education (CBE)
and Kilimo Kwanza.

Moreover, he added that the plan
was also to improve the status of the
Swaswa area which is located nearby
the Tlazo and Ipagala suburbs within
the Capital City.

“The Swaswa project will see
construction of swimming pools,
a series of fish ponds, restaurants,
areas for online financial services as
well as installation of diverse leisure
and sports facilities,” he went on to
disclose.

He appreciated the patriotic spirit
being demonstrated by the involved
development partners to continue
supporting the fast-growing varsity
toimplement useful projects that aim
to spur socioeconomic development
across many parts in the country and
in several sectors.

“We are well prepared to
implement the project professionally
and by reflecting the actual value
for the money to be involved,” he
assured.

He further noted that the institute
will continue standing at forefront to
conduct thorough research for the
execution of diverse helpful projects
with an eye to improve socioeco-
nomic services while unlocking and
capacitating the youth and women
to take part and benefiting from po-
tential economic opportunities that
the project will have in offering.

The Institute of Rural Develop-
ment Planning (IRDP) is a corporate
body established by the Parliamenta-
ry Act No. 8 of the 1980s. Since its es-
tablishment, IRDP has been shaping
destinies in planning and research
methodologies focusing on the fu-
ture prosperity of its students.

Tanzanite women stake-
holders of Mirerani

in Simanjiro District,
Manyara Region led
by Rachel Njau (2nd L)
and Mirerani resident
mining officer, Menard
Msengi (3rd R) present
food stuff and various
items to Light in Africa
Orphanage Centre yes-
terday. P

on the ground

Peninsula.

117323201

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR AN EXCITING INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE

IN AN OIL & GAS COMPANY IN TANZANIA?

- Finance

PanAfrican Energy Tanzania (PAET) is a leading integrated energy company in Tanzania,
operating from upstream to downstream in developing and supplying natural gas to the
power, industrial and transportation sectors.

A wholly owned subsidiary of Orca Energy Group Inc, PAET has been in the Tanzanian market
since 2001, where it has been operating the Songo Songo natural gas field. PAET is committed
to the development and efficient use of Tanzania's natural gas resources and working with key
players to help alleviate Tanzania's energy shortages and to partner in the development of the
country's energy resources.

Through our highly competent local (39% Tanzanian) dedicated team we have the internal
resources to provide meaningful opportunities for progression and on-the-job training to
interested graduate students in our internship programme. The majority of our most senior staff
members all started at entry-level positions in the Company and have, through a combination of
personal drive, internal support and investments in their training and development, progressed
to become highly capable staff who are the heart and soul of the Company.

After a very successful first year of providing internship programme to a group of ten (10)
interns, PAET is proposing another one-year Internship programme, with fair retainer, which
will give you an opportunity to obtain valuable skills and gain broad work experience in a
leading Qil and Gas company. The internship opportunity will give you a first class insight to
the industry and allow you to truly consider the sort of career for you. It is a chance to work
with smart and motivated PAET staff, apply practically the theoretical experience you have
gained, and access brilliant young Tanzanian mentors fully embedded in the industry.

If you are in your final year of your higher-level education, preferably undertaking a degree in
the discipline of:

« HSE/Environmental Engineering

« Petroleum Engineering

« Logisticsor
 Human Resources

please submit your updated CV and contact details, and a Cover Letter explaining why you
should be considered for the internship programme with PAET, no later than 10t April 2023 to:

The Human Resources Manager
PanAfrican Energy Tanzania Limited
Oyster Plaza, 5" Floor, Haile Selassie Street

PO Box 80139 Dar es Salaam
or

HR@panafricanenergy.com '

217323001
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Finance and Planning deputy Permanent Secretary, Amina Shaaban (R), follows proceedings at the opening of the Committee of General Secretaries of the

Southern African Development Community (SADC) held in Kinshasa, DR Congo recently.

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

A GROUP of 17 tourists from
France have toured Tanzanite
mining site at block C which is
owned by Franone Mining at
Mirerani Township, Simanjiro in
Manyara region.

The group consists of mineral
processing experts and value
addition students who expressed
joy after touring the mining site.

Speaking after leading the tour
site manager for Franone Mining
Vitus Ndakize said they were
impressed receiving the guests.

“The decision by the tourists
to visit the mining site was
welcoming as we have leant
great lessons from people who
have experience on what we are
doing,” he said.

He hailed the ministry of
minerals for allowing the tourists
to visit the site saying the fact that
the minerals were found only
in Tanzania was marketing the

17 French tourists tour
Tanzanite mining site

country.

He said the company has
officially started operating saying
they are expected to begin
production because they have
now received experts who were
being waited for despite the
mining site working for five years
without production.

The government announced
tenders in 2022 in which Franone
won in June last year when it was
given a license with the govern-
ment owning 16-per cent shares.

One of the tourists Camille Cos-
tant said he has witnessed how
Tanzania was extracting Tanzan-
ite, saying she will be an ambas-
sador to fellow tourists.

“Am impressed with what is
happening here, you are using
modern technology which has
not been witnessed in other ar-
eas which we have visited includ-
ing South Africa, Ivory Coast and
France,” she said.

Tigo nominated among champions in e-employment globally

By Guardian Reporter

TIGO Tanzania through its Corporate So-
cial Responsibility initiative in collaboration
with a local non-government organisation—
Apps and Girls has been nominated as the
top five 2023 WSIS Prize champions glob-
ally under the e-employment category.

The nomination and recognition was be-
stowed to the Jovia programme under the
girls and young women empowerment pro-
ject addressing the digital gender divide by
providing ICT and entrepreneurship train-

ing and start-up incubation for underprivi-
leged girls and young women in Tanzania.

The overall winner of the 2023 WSIS Priz-
es was announced and awarded on March
14, 2023  in Geneva Switzerland during
the 2023 WSIS Forum organized by ITU
(International Telecommunication Union)
UNESCO, UNDP and UNCTAD, in close col-
laboration with all WSIS Action Line co-/fa-
cilitators and other UN organisations.

The fact that the girls and young women
empowerment initiative was nominated
among the WSIS best ICT projects, attests

to Tigo’s support to communities especially
its ambition to further digital inclusion in
Tanzania.

Speaking while acknowledging the nomi-
nation, Tigo Chief Regulatory Officer Sylvia
Balwire said: “Over a period of more than
three years we have been able to financially
and technically support the girls and young
women empowerment project, impacting
more than 14,965 girls and women.”

“The project has enabled over 270 unem-
ployed and out of school girls and young
women to access skills including advanced

IT and entrepreneurship for them to cre-
ate tech driven projects, establish their own
tech-ventures and obtain formal employ-
ment in the ICT sector,” said Balwire.

The Apps and Girls Founder and CEO,
Carolyne Ekyarisiima said: “As an organisa-
tion, we are excited beyond measure to get
nominated and recognized as champions
globally using technology to facilitate e- em-
ployability for young women.”

She said the award means a lot to the
girls and young women under the Jovia
programme where competent students

increase their chances of securing employ-
ment opportunities, notably in ICT-related
occupations or can create their technology-
based start-ups’ thus elevating their socio-
economic status.

The Jovia programme is a one to six-
month initiative of advanced IT and entre-
preneurship training for unemployed and
out of school underprivileged girls and
young women. The programme targets girls
and young women who cannot afford high-
er learning education or drop out of school
due to socio-economic reasons.

Z’bar CSOs called

upon to undergo
self-assessment

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

CIVIL Society Organisations
(CSOs) in Zanzibar have been
urged to establish special proce-
dures for self-assessment after
every three months aimed at
identifying better ways to attain
their set goals.

The call was made by the Di-
rector of Tanzania Media Women
Association-Zanzibar (TAMWA-
ZANZIBAR), Dr Mzuri Issa when
speaking to representatives of 30
CSOs from Unguja and Pemba.

Dr Issa said CSOs have big
contributions in transforming
the society, hence they have the
responsibility in having in place
special procedures for self-as-
sessment to know where they
stand and what they plan to do.

She said in order for the CSOs
to operate in the society inter-
est, they should stop operating
habitually believing that every-
thing is simple that can be ac-
complished.

Meanwhile, the Managing
Director of the Association of
Non-Governmental Organisation

of Zanzibar (ANGOZA) Mwalim
Hassan Khamis Juma said the
meeting was very important in
getting preliminary reports re-
garding challenges facing CSOs
for late finding solutions thereon.

He called upon meeting partic-
ipants to concentrate themselves
more on essential issues as listed
that for in-depth discussions
to enable many of them under-
stand and benefit therefrom.

Maulid Suleiman, a meeting
participant from Zanzibar Youth
Forum (ZYF) said the meeting
was important in the interest of
CSOs and the society in general.

He said bringing CSOs together
create good relationship as well
as learning what others are im-
plementing.

Zawadi Abdalla from Zanzibar
Gender Coalition (ZGC) said the
meeting will provide light and
identify their weaknesses as rep-
resentations of the CSOs and the
main way for change.

The one-day meeting was or-
ganised by TAMWA-Zanzibar in
collaboration with the Founda-
tion for Civil Society.

ture.

Authorities in Mbeya region outlaw
buying avocados direct from farmers

By Guardian Correspondent,
Rungwe

AUTHORITIES in Mbeya re-
gion have banned Avocado
buyers from buying the crop
direct from farmers in Rungwe
District while they are not ripe
on grounds that doing so was
depriving farmers.

Mbeya Regional Commis-
sioner Juma Homera issued
the ban early this week when
he addressed residents of vari-

ous places in the district on the
development of the crop in the
region.

He said the practice not
only denies farmers the profits
which they deserve but was also
reducing the value of the crop
which earns Tanzania money in
forex.

He called upon officers in the
district to participate in control-
ling the malpractice which he
said is mostly done by buyers
adding that those who will be

found will be punished accord-
ing to the law.

He said the government has
been issuing directives several
times but implementation has
been delaying a move which he
said can lead to conflicts with
the businessmen.

The RC called upon the buy-
ers to stop selling the crop at a
cheaper price and instead they
should collaborate with the gov-
ernment to expose buyers who

do not follow rules.

Nachingwea district commissioner in Lindi Region, Mohamed Moyo (with Green T - Shirt) speaks with villagers about economic role of education in agricul-

40 officials trained to educate TASAF
beneficiaries on importance of savings

By Guardian Correspondent,
Arumeru

FORTY facilitators from
district levels have been
trained to educate house-
holds under the poverty al-
leviation project on savings
which is implemented by the
Tanzania Social Action Fund
(TASAF) phase four.

The four days training to
equip them with knowledge
was opened yesterday by the
acting Arusha District Ex-

ecutive Director in Arumeru
Elizabeth Ngobei.

However, the official called
upon the experts to do what-
ever they can to empower
the society to join savings
groups so that they achieve
economic growth.

He said if the trainers can
correctly use the knowledge
they have received to edu-
cate the society, the families
will implement the strate-
gies to overcome poverty
as stipulated in the TASAF

project.

“You have a role to play in
ensuring that family mem-
bers, especially men, join
financial groups and do
not only leave the matter
to women which in the end
causes conflicts,” she said.

Coordinator for commu-
nity banks group services
at TASAF headquarters Es-
ter Kivuyo said the aim of
the training was to educate
relevant households on the
importance of saving and

issuing loans to empower
themselves economically.

TASAF  coordinator for
Arusha District  Council
Grace Makema said the
training was aimed at em-
powering them so that they
train others in villages and
households.

He said the trained of-
ficials will train household
leaders on how to establish,
register, how to manage,
drafting a constitution and
administering loans.
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Iringa secondary
school students at
‘Lyra Tech Day’ to
learn technological
knowleges, skills

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya,
Iringa

A TOTAL of 170 students and
teachers from different secondary
schools took part at the ‘Lyra Tech
Day’ event over the weekend in Ir-
inga Municipality.

The lively event involved 98
teachers and students from Lyra
schools, 36 students and teachers
from invited schools, 12 Lyra staff,
two Global Outreach Tanzania
(GOT) staff, Six Education Offic-
ers and 16 participants from other
NGOs and corporate.

Maria Kwirine, acting director of
Lyra in Africa said that the organi-
sation is doing various activities in
Iringa region, which is installing
computer labs and supplies digi-
tal offline learning content in rural
ward secondary schools, revolu-
tionizing the availability of educa-
tion resources.

To boost students’ tech skills,
Lyra runs weekly ICT clubs within
the secondary partner schools, pro-
viding students with the tech skills
needed for the future.

She noted that through Lyra’s digi-
tal learning programme, students
and teachers are able to access high
quality, relevant, offline content,
tools and resources that comple-
ment and align with the Tanzanian
curriculum.

“Once a year, students from the
Lyra partner schools are brought to-
gether for a “Tech Day” where they
get an opportunity to showcase
their innovative tech solutions to is-
sues they, or their community face,”
said Kwirine.

To date, Lyra has worked in part-
nership with seven schools in the
Iringa to install computer labs and
train the students and teachers in
digital skills.

Tech Day: an opportunity to build
and profile digital skills. Tech day
aims to bring students from various
schools where students from Lyra
and supported schools showcase
technological innovation on how
technology can be used to solve
problems in their day-to-day learn-
ing and in the community in gen-
eral.

Students are given the opportuni-
ty to come together and learn from
one another through Tech Day, as
well as how technology can be used
to address challenges they, or their
local community are facing.

The goal of this tech day is to pro-
mote digital literacy and help sec-
ondary school students unlock their
digital potential.

Through interactive activities
and educational tools, students will
learn how to use digital tools to their
advantage. Students will also gain
insights into ways to make a posi-
tive impact in their communities
through technology.

By the end of the day, students
will be empowered with the skills,
knowledge, and confidence to be-
come digital leaders.

She said that the event has
brought students from various sec-
ondary schools in the region togeth-
er to explain how they can solve
their problems in their communi-
ties by using technology.

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo,
Dodoma

THE Tanzania Agricultural Seed
Agency (ASA) has expressed con-
cerns over failure by authorities in
Singida Region to distribute more
than 100 tonnes of subsidized sun-
flower seeds that was dispatched by
the agency to farmers in this cultiva-
tion season.

The students have been work-
ing with them (Lyra) by setting up
computer labs for them as well as
conducting various sessions with
them on how to use computers, as
well as how to use the various re-
sources that are on the computer
for self-study, so that they can suc-
ceed.

“In this 2ist century, technology
is one thing that is very important
for anyone to understand, we know
very well that the jobs that are going
to be done in the coming years will
mainly involving technology. There-
fore, our main goal is to ensure that
the students have the opportunity
to use technology in their environ-
ment and in their daily activities in
solving problems as well as studying
for themselves,” explained Kwirine.

Regarding success, Kwirine said
that after setting up computer labs
in the schools of the project, success
has increased as the students have
learned how to use the computers,
as well as using the various lessons
contained therein.

Another achievement is that,
when students finish school, they
have the skills to use computers that
help them in self-employment after
finishing school.

The Lyra in Africa project started
in 2017, since then many students
have finished and their perfor-
mance has increased and others
who have completed secondary
education but were not made to
move forward, have self-employed
through the training and skills they
have acquired.

“So far we have reached seven
secondary schools in Iringa Region
which are Nyangoro, Ilambilole,
Lundamatwe, Lulanzi, Maduma,
Ifwagi and Mlowa.

For this year 2023, the project
aims to reach three more schools,
but the biggest challenge is that
many schools located in rural areas
do not have electricity infrastruc-
ture.

But as a project we thought out-
side of the box by starting to set up
computer labs using solar power, so
that students can continue to have
more opportunities to use comput-
ers to learn without any obstacles
that may come their way,” said Act-
ing Director of Lyra in Africa Maria
Kwiline.

Felister Mbata is a student at Ma-
duma Secondary School located in
Kilolo District, Iringa Region, said
that the project that has been start-
ed at the school has helped many
things, one of which is that it has
made reading easier using comput-
ers.

“Many students in many rural
schools did not know computers
but through the Lyra in Africa pro-
ject, we have had the opportunity to
learn about them and we have also
been built beautiful dormitories
where we stay and study,” she said.

Amani Mdemu, Ifwagi second-
ary school’s student said that the
project has helped them to learn
through the lessons that are placed
in the computers without using the
internet (offline learning), instead of
waiting for teachers to give us notes
and finally increase success.

Following the grim situation, ASA
Chief Executive Officer, Dr Sophia
Kashenge has tasked the region to
compensate for the costs of the mis-
used volume of the seeds.

Dr Kashenge said the agency sent
at least 396 metric tonnes of the
subsidised sunflower seeds, around
309,580 kg, valued over 1.79b/- and
sold to the councils at a subsidized
price of 4,500/- per kg.

She disclosed that the actual cost

Chamwino District residents in Dodoma Region wait outside the village’s office to buy cheap maize offered by the government and sold at 19,500 for

25 kg bag over the weekend.

Give justice to remandee Muslim clerics, LHRC and
Council of Islamic Organisation appeals to authorities

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

LEGAL and Human Rights Center
(LHRC) in cooperation with the
Council of Islamic Organisation
have released conditions urging the
government to set free or provide
justice in regard to the right in
defense in court the remandee
Muslim clerics and the family of the
late Sheikh Said Ulatule (80).

LHRC executive director Anna
Henga, gave the remarks yesterday
at the office’s headquarters in Dar
es Salaam highlighting that the call
comes under the observation that
the Director of Public Prosecution
(DPP) office has failed to fulfill its
responsibilities effectively.

She said it has now become a
normal tradition in the country for
security organs to arrest people
without any supporting evidence,
something that mandates the DPP
to hold a person in remand for a
longer period than what he could

have sentenced them.

“LEGAL and Human Rights
Center (LHRC) in cooperation with
the Council of Islamic Organisation
we recommend the government
to ensure that the DPP’s office
dismiss charges or start legal
proceedings according to the law
and constitutional rights of the
family of the late Ulatule,” she said.

The late Sheikh Ulatule’s who
was a remandee at Ukonga prison
died on 4th March this year before
his death; he was accompanied
with his other six relatives who
were both accused of terrorism.

The Commissioner General of
Prison Services, Mzee Ramadhani
Nyamka reported over the weekend
that cause of Sheikh Ulatule’s death
was blood pressure.

Henga said there is a need for an
inquest to obtain facts on the cause
of Sheikh Ulatule death however
the same procedure should be
used to investigate those who die

under the custody of law enforcers
according to the Inquest Act of
1980.

She also recommended that
the government should set free
or provide justice in regard to
the right of defense in court for
suspects that have stayed in jail for
more than a year without having a
court hearing.

“The human rights commission
with the ongoing task on views
collection task, should use
the provided opportunity to
recommend President  Samia
Suluhu Hassan that all suspects
that have stayed in jail for more
than a year without having a court
hearing with some taking ten years,
the DPP should free them as some
indicators show human rights
deprivation than the truth,” she
added.

According to her, the aim isn’t to
promote terrorism in the country
as it’s clearly known of it being an

international crime. With that, let
there not be a loophole to deny
peoples’ rights addressing it as
‘Justice denied Justice Delayed’.

The Secretary of the council of
Islamic organization in Tanzania
Sheikh Issa Ponda said it’s time the
government intervene and offer
justice to more than 70 Muslim
clerics and other believers in Dar
es Salaam, Tanga, Arusha, Mwanza,
Mtwara and Tabora.

“Much as the government is
finding political reconciliation,
it’s time that they also find ways
of offering justice to more than
70 Muslim clerics along with their
believers in several prisons in the
country,” he said.

“We have witnessed family
splitting, people disappearing and
those arrested being accused of
what they don’t do in their daily
bases. Therefore its time the
government intervenes so that
justice is not denied,” he said.

A cross - section of students from seven public rural schools who are beneficiaries of Lyra’s digital learning programme listen during the Lyra Tech Day
held at Lugalo secondary school in Iringa municipality on Saturday.

ASA unhappy over failure by Singida authorities to distribute 100 tonnes of subsidised seeds

of the seeds was more than 3.16bn/-
without subsidy, whereby through
the subsidy window, they were sold
at an indicative price of 4,500/- per
kg so that farmers could buy them
at 5,000/- per kg.

With the reported more than
100mt that was not distributed to
the farmers, the councils should pay
ASA more than 450m/- as the com-
pensation cost of the misused seeds.

Dr Kashenge said since Singida is

the country’s major hub for produc-
tion of sunflower, sabotaging dis-
tribution of the seeds would affect
production of edible oil.

She added that apparently, the
councils did not conduct research
to determine the actual amount of
seeds that is required.

On Monday, when addressing the
Singida Region’s Consultative Coun-
cil (RCC) Singida Regional Commis-
sioner, Peter Serukamba directed

that the seeds should be immediate-
ly distributed to the farmers or else
the council should pay for the cost
of the seeds.

He insisted the councils that can-
not use the seeds should send them
to other districts in need else they
should prepare themselves to pay.

Singida Region, the country’s
leading producer of sunflower, is
implementing a strategy to height-
en edible oil production to reach

at least 159,110.5 tonnes, or 44.2 per
cent of the imported edible oil.

Among others, the strategy fo-
cuses to help the country solve its
edible oil production shortage that
started with 2021/22 season and in
achieving the goals, the region eyes
to expand the acreage for the sun-
flower cultivation to 631,391 acres
that are expected to help produce
at least 492,485 tonnes on the eco-
nomic cash crop.



Thursday 16 March 2023

EDITORIALS.OPINION

Gliar

I . www.ippmedia.com

THURSDAY 16 MARCH 2023
Taking A New Look

At The

News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

Why transitioning to an inclusive
green economy is vital to Africa

n Africa, green growth will

mean pursuing inclusive

economic growth through

policies, programs and
projects that invest in sustainable
infrastructure, better = manage
natural resources, build resilience
to natural disasters, and enhance
food security.

Green growth is a term to
describe a hypothetical path
of economic growth that is
environmentally sustainable. It is
based on the understanding that as
long as economic growth remains a
predominant goal, a decoupling of
economic growth from resource use
and adverse environmental impacts
is required. As such, green growth
is closely related to the concepts
of green economy and low-
carbon or sustainabledevelopment.
A main driver for green growth is
the transition towards sustainable
energy systems.

Several countries and
international organizations, such
as the Organisation for Economic
Co-operation and Development
(OECD), World Bank, and United
Nations, have developed strategies
on green growth; others, such as
the Global Green Growth Institute
(GGGI), are specifically dedicated
to the issue. The term green
growth has been used to describe
national or international strategies,
for example as part of economic
recovery from the COVID-19
recession, often framed as a green
recovery.

In other words, green growth is a
term to describe a path of economic
growth that uses natural resources
in a sustainable manner. It is used
globally to provide an alternative
concept to typical industrial
economic growth.

Whereas the green economy
is defined as an economy that
aims at reducing environmental

risks and ecological scarcities,
and that aims for sustainable
development without degrading
the environment. It is closely related
with ecological economics, but has
amore politically applied focus. The
2011 UNEP Green Economy Report
argues “thattobe green,an economy
must not only be efficient, but also
fair. Fairness implies recognising
global and country level equity
dimensions, particularly in assuring
a just transition to an economy that
is low-carbon, resource efficient,
and socially inclusive.”

A feature distinguishing it from
prior economic regimes is the
direct valuation of natural capital
and ecological services as having
economic value and a full cost
accounting regime in which costs
externalized onto society via
ecosystems are reliably traced back
to, and accounted for as liabilities
of, the entity that does the harm or
neglects an asset.

The term green growth has
been used to describe national or
international strategies.

AS we move towards
industrialisation within the next ten
years, we'll also be in the forefront
in bringing about Green Growth
through resource efficiency policies
and strategies.

The initiative is currently
executed jointly by the Korean
Green Growth Trust Fund and the
World Bank. Both partners share
a common goal to reduce poverty
and promote shared economic
prosperity in  environmentally
responsible and socially inclusive
way.

Agriculture is the foundation of
life, as we know it. It is what led to
our contemporary human societies.
This means there is no culture
without agriculture. Civilisation
began when humans settled in one
place and started growing crops.

The high ambition coalition to
end plastics pollution is crucial

n 2 March 2022 in
Nairobi, 175 countries
pledged to create
a legally binding
agreement by the end of the year
2024 with a goal to end plastic
pollution. In Tanzania, eight
brewing companies are joining
forces to form the Polyethylene
Terephthalate Recycle Company
(PETCO). The initiative will collect
and recycle 12,5 million tons of
plastic waste in the country.
Experts agree that African
economies need to develop
innovative approaches to deal with
plastic production, which is set
to double in 20 years - adversely
impacting rural communities.
They were speaking in Kigali,

Rwanda, on the sidelines of
the World Circular Economy
Forum (WCEF).

As a result of current global
efforts to spur Africa’s transition
to a Circular Economy at the
country, regional and continental
levels, official estimates show that
the transition to a fully circular
economy could generate $4.5

trillion in economic benefits
globally by 2030.
Government representatives,

researchers, civil society activists,
and strategic partners launched
an initiative, the High Ambition
Coalition to End Plastics Pollution,
on the sidelines of WCEF to end
plastic pollution by 2040.

The amount of plastic waste
produced increased during
the COVID-19 pandemic due to
increased demand for protective
equipment and packaging

materials. Higher amounts of
plastic ended up in the ocean,
especially plastic from medical
waste and masks. Several news
reports point to a plastic industry
trying to take advantage of the
health concerns and desire for
disposable masks and packaging to
increase production of single use
plastic.

Plastic pollution is the
accumulation of plastic objects
and particles such as plastic
bottles, bags and microbeads
in the Earth’s environment that
adversely affects humans, wildlife
and their habitat. Plastics that act
as pollutants are categorised by
size into micro-, meso-, Or macro
debris. Plastics are inexpensive
and durable, making them very
adaptable for different uses; as a
result, manufacturers choose to
use plastic over other materials.
However, the chemical structure
of most plastics renders them
resistant to many natural processes
of degradation and as a result they
areslowto degrade. Together,these
two factors allow large volumes of
plastic to enter the environment
as mismanaged waste and for it to
persist in the ecosystem.

Plastic pollution can afflict
land, waterways and oceans. It is
estimated that 1.1 to 8.8 million tons
of plastic waste enters the ocean
from coastal communities each
year. Degraded plastic waste can
directly affect humans through
both direct consumption (i.e. in tap
water), indirect consumption (by
eating animals), and disruption of
various hormonal mechanisms.
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Pandemic accord text falls short of expectations

By Ashka Naik And Nicoletta Dentico

s countries recently

gathered in Geneva for

the fourth round of ne-

otiations on the World

Health Organisation (WHO) pro-

posed pandemic treaty or accord,

close examination of the current

text by civil society experts has re-
vealed significant gaps.

Critical concerns about the un-
derlying vision of the draft text
have been highlighted in a public
statement led and endorsed by civil
society organizations globally. The
statement has been shared with
the Intergovernmental Negotiating
Body (INB4) that is mandated with
the pandemic treaty negotiation.

These concerns still stand true.
And it is urgent that the INB begins
to tackle them before the next round
of negotiations are upon us.

First and foremost, our analy-
sis focuses on the fact that several
parts of the text rely on voluntary
arrangements, and that the binding
regime of the text appears discour-
agingly vague and weak. One such
instance relates to the principle of
“common but differentiated respon-
sibilities in pandemic prevention,
preparedness and response,” which
the draft borrows from the climate
instruments.

This notion is extremely impor-
tant to avoid pandemics, and it can-
not be made voluntary, if the world
is serious about the goal of reaching
systemic capacity to respond to fu-
ture health crises.

The draft text’s failure to provide
safeguards or an accountability
framework regarding the role of the
corporate sector is another major
source of concern. The WHO nego-
tiation places the new UN’s ‘whole of
society” approach - which has been
pushed in other negotiating fora - at
its core through multi stakehold-
erism, against the backdrop of strik-
ing and unfettered geopolitical pow-
er asymmetries. The involvement of
the private sector in the COVID-19
response has been extremely prob-
lematic.

Countries desperately needing a
concerted effort to tackle the pan-
demic were held ransom to the
whims of power and profits of both
the philanthropic and pharmaceuti-
cal industry.

The proposed treaty or accord
mustn't make the same mistakes,
and all attempts to bring the corpo-
rate sector into the negotiation of
any pandemic prevention, prepar-
edness, or response must be strictly
regulated at best, and prevented
whenever there is a risk of public in-
terest health policies being hijacked

for profit.

It is clear that the financing ap-
proach outlined in the draft text
blatantly ignores that the global
financial system has historically
prevented low- and middle-income
countries from investing in public
health.

Tax dodging by corporations, lack
of fiscal and policy space for domes-
tic resource mobilization, and crip-
pling national debts are major bar-
riers that prevent many countries
from strengthening their public
health services and institutions.

In low-income countries, debt has
increased from 58% to 65% between
2019 and 2021. Thirty nations in sub-
Saharan Africa have seen a debt-
to-GDP ratio exceeding 50% just in
2021.

While the current draft misses
taking into account the challenges
of the global financial architecture,
there is a blind spot with no substan-
tive acknowledgement that public
health crises are often engendered
or exacerbated by a systematic
destruction of the planet, at the in-
tersection of the climate and envi-
ronmental crises, food insecurity,
and the mounting inequality crisis
enshrined in gender and racial dis-
crimination.

So far, the draft text hardly does
justice to the urgency of preventing
pathogen spillover at the animal-
human interface. A narrow focus
on the biomedical approach to deal-
ing with future pandemics, without
considering these intrinsic systemic
factors, is bound to remain largely
insufficient in dealing with any fu-
ture pandemics.

Way Forward

Governments and various rel-
evant socio-political actors engaged
in the WHO diplomatic initiative on
the pandemic treaty or accord have
different and diverging interests
and the Intergovernmental Nego-
tiating Body (INB), which has done
impressive work to keep pace with
the agreed negotiations’ roadmap,
has to reckon with these diverse po-
litical demands and conflicting pres-
sures.

However, it is clear that to carry
out the original intent of the new
pandemic treaty or accord, unam-
biguous wording is needed that
conveys a binding character of the
agreement. This also means that
the multi stakeholder model un-
der which the entire process of the
treaty is being managed has to be re-
examined and re-imagined instead
of its current ‘whole of society’ form.

In future, none of the promises
made by member states in the WHO
pandemic treaty or accord will re-
sult in the desired change needed if
the robust and reliable compliance
mechanisms that enable govern-
ments to be held accountable are
absent.

These demands are not unique to
this treaty, but have similarly been
made by civil society in ongoing
negotiations in the UN on climate
change and in the UN treaty on busi-
ness and human rights. These were
also incorporated into the tobacco
control binding policy that the WHO
established nearly 20 years ago.

At the same time, public health,
public governance, public systems,
and public funding must be at the

center of the pandemic planning,
prevention, and response. It is im-
portant to finally recognise that the
global financial architecture must
be overhauled, especially for low
income and developing countries to
have sovereign control over their fis-
cal and policy space, and to resource
their public health needs through
progressive taxation policies.

It is imperative to understand that
the private sector cannot fulfill the
current funding gaps and needs no
leveraging by international devel-
opment and financial institutions.
Healthcare privatization is not the
way to go to face the health chal-
lenges of the present and the future.

Lastly, all efforts must be made
to make sure that the text creates a
deliberate interconnection between
the right to health and the right to
a healthy environment, now explic-
itly adopted as a human right by the
United Nations, as well as the rights
of nature to exist and thrive.

It is about time that this global
public health discourse reckons
with the reality of populations and
the environments from the ground,
rather than from the ivory towers
of corporate investors and vested
policy-making.

Ashka Naik is the Director of Re-
search and Policy at Corporate Ac-
countability, and directs its food
program, which focuses on struc-
tural determinants of food systems,
nutrition, and public health

Nicoletta Dentico leads the Global
Health Justice program at Society
for International Development and
co-chairs the Geneva Global Health
Hub (G2H2).
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We put premium on final exam results
at the expense of the aim-competence

ESULTS of final national

examinations are a big

deal in our part of the

world. For, this opens
or closes opportunities for can-
didates after school. As a result,
schools and candidates do all they
can to post the flying colours.

Yet, there are many cases where
learners who are exceptionally
intelligent on paper turn out to
be very incompetent if not dumb.
Secondary schools complain
about quality of pupils they re-
ceive from primary, high schools
complain about those they receive
from lower secondary, universities
complain about those from form
six and employers cry over quality
of graduates ‘half-baked’ by uni-
versities.

Putting premium on examina-
tions has led to special treatment
of classes that are about to be ex-
amined and as a result, develop-
ment of an idea of a special candi-
date class. These candidate classes
have been a pivot where all pres-
sure of the education operations
in a school rests.

If one examines critically the
idea of a candidate class two rea-
sons to justify it may be put forth.
One of the reasons is the use of
candidate classes to determine
the performance of the entire
school staff. As examination re-
sults always come with approval
or disapproval of the perfor-
mance of the school, much pres-
sure surrounds the teaching of
those classes.

In some cases, candidate classes
are taught like if the pupils have
not studied anything before. It
seems as if the work for years
is forced to be accomplished in
months, something which is likely
to cause some discomfort as psy-
chologists hold that learning is a
leisure and not punishment.

The strategy of using candidate
classes as means of attracting
more students to a school also
promotes those classes to a level
which goes beyond normal. Par-
ents determine the strength of
schools based on their final na-
tional examination results. This
adds pressure to candidate classes
as they are forced to hold normal

CLASSROOM MATTERS

By

Thomas Lyimo
lyimo.thomas@yahoo.com

If all classes
are prepared
well, then there
is no need to
bother much
with candidate
classes as good
results are

the product

of combined
work done in all
classes.

school life.

School is a service but has also
become a business of late and no
investor wants a loss. To succeed
in a school business, a big number
of pupils is essential and other
factors other than examination
results rarely attract pupils to a
school.

As examination results meas-
ure the performance of schools
and the results are to come from
those candidate classes, teach-
ing candidate classes sometimes
looks like a war. Teachers strug-
gle to produce good results to
promote image of the school and
in some cases to defend their em-

ployment.

With the idea of a candidate
class well popularized in schools
and outside schools, it sometimes
becomes a song of no listener
when one talks of competence.
The question is how can evidence
of competence be manifested
while examination results are
what are considered. The idea of
a candidate class polished by ex-
amination results has deprived
some teachers who are driven by
competence orientation of an op-
portunity to build foundations for
pupils since all is demanded is su-
per final exam results.

One of the effects of the idea of

a candidate class is overworking
pupils. Human beings especially
children need time to rest so as to
promote their health. When they
are troubled by an idea of a can-
didate class by being forced to do
a lot of academic work in limited
timeframe is when they fail to plan
on how to enjoy resting which is
necessary for their health.

Some scientists associate lack
of sleep or rest to some problems
such as anxiety. Pupils suffering
from anxiety experience challeng-
es in learning. The idea of a can-
didate class needs to be reviewed
because it can limit progress in
education in some ways.

Another effect of candidate class
is teaching examination questions
instead of useful content. Because
what is needed is good examina-
tion results, there occurs a pres-
sure forcing teachers to teach ex-
amination questions so as to prove
that they did good job. Teaching
examination questions deprive
pupils their right to deeper under-
standing of concepts. Creativity
and innovation are the results of
deeper understanding of concepts
and not cramming examination
questions.

Also, putting premium on exam
results make teachers ignore the
rest of the classes which are not ex-
amined nationally in a particular
year. The result of this tendency
is increase of burden of candidate
class because some pupils enter
candidate class without satisfac-
tory preparation because most
of the efforts were directed at the
candidate classes.

Without the idea of a candidate
class, the focus on all classes would
be equal and hence more academ-
ic benefits to pupils. If all classes
are prepared well, then there is no
need to bother much with candi-
date classes as good results are the
product of combined work done in
all classes.

Putting candidate classes above
others may increase the risk of
child abuse either verbally or
through corporal punishment.
This occurs due to the fact that a
candidate class is used to show the
results of the work that is done in
a school.

Candidate classes work as agen-
cies of promoting school perfor-
mance to the extent that a force
that exceeds the limits may be used
only to enforce good examination
results. Because much is expected
from the candidate classes, teach-
ers may be persuaded to use nega-
tive enforcement to motivate good
performance in examinations.

Pupils should be taught well
as per the syllabus and be given
time to internalize what they have
learned so as to enhance deeper
understanding of concepts. Teach-
ers should only teach using ex-
amination question after finishing
teaching syllabus content.

Noma: The neglected killer disease
aptly dubbed ‘the face of poverty’

By Correspondent Mutayoba
Arbogast

NOMA is a little known disease
but with devastating consequenc-
es to underprivileged rural com-
munities. Its name is a Greek word
which means ‘to devour’. True to
its name, the necrotizing disease
that destroys the mouth and the
face has 90 per cent mortality rate
if not treated, according to the
World Health Organization (WHO).

Known scientifically as cancrum
oris, the disease mostly affects
young children between the ages
of two and six years suffering from
malnutrition, living in extreme
poverty and with weakened im-
mune systems. Noma is often de-
scribed as ‘the face of poverty,” ad-
mits WHO in its Noma information
brochure published in 2016.

It starts as a lesion (a sore) of the
gums, inside the mouth. The initial
gum lesion then develops into an
ulcerative, necrotizing gingivitis
that progresses rapidly, destroying
the soft tissues and bones of the
mouth and further progresses to
perforate the hard tissues and skin
of the face

According to WHO, the disease
affects 140,000 children annually,
mostly in Sub-Saharan Africa with
rare case reported in Latin Amer-
ica and Asia. Although known for
over 1,000 years, WHO declared
Noma a public health problem
back in 1994 and health experts
now want more to be done.

Speaking at a recent virtual
meeting organized by Africa Sci-
ence Centre (AfriSMC) health ex-
perts called upon stakeholders
of early childhood development
to mobilize more resources and
direct the same toward the fight
against Noma.

Elise Farley, an epidemiologist

and researcher and Claire Jeantet,
Noma campaign manager at Me-
decins Sans Frontieres (MSF) said
they conducted 12 in-depth in-
terview with caretakers looking
after Noma patients admitted at
Noma Children’s Hospital and 15
traditional healers in their home
village in Sokoto State, Northwest
Nigeria which gave some interest-
ing insights.

“We explored perceptions
of Noma, relationship dynam-
ics, healthcare practices and in-
tervention opportunities, and
came to realize that among other
things, traditional healers could
play a crucial role in the health-
seeking decision-making process
of patients”, said Farley.

She added that the study found
that intervention programmes
should include traditional heal-
ers through training and referral
partnership to save lives.

They found that once a patient
succeeds to arrive at the hospital,
they receive antibiotics and nutri-
tional treatment. But for extreme
cases, the wounds get dressed as
patients wait for constructive sur-
gery.

‘But because some wounds are
complex and change over the
time, small children have to wait
until they are older before they
can receive the surgery,” she said.

This writer posed a question to
the presenters seeking to know
the state of Noma in Tanzania but
the response was that AfriSMC
has not researched about that dis-

ease in the country but plan were
underway for the study.

In an attempt to get the situ-
ation in the country, this writer
reached out to Aminieli Aligae-
sha, Public Relations Officer at the

Muhimbili National Hospital who
recommended an expert in the
Ministry of Health but who did
not provide answers for four days.

Kagera Regional Medical Of-
ficer Dr Issessanda Kaniki was

not reached in several attempts
meant to establish the situation
at regional level especially in ru-
ral communities where Noma is
most prevalent.

“Owing to the rapid progres-

sion of the disease and the high
mortality rate associated with its
acute phase, numerous cases of
Noma remain undetected,” says
WHO.

The world health body says the
causative agent of Noma remains
unknown but it seems unlikely
that a single infectious agent (vi-
rus or bacteria) is responsible for
the disease.

However, WHO it is a result of
complex interactions in immu-
nosuppressed children living in
extreme poverty and the valida-
tion of a hypothesis pointing to
a causative sequence responsible
for the disease is ongoing.

“In addition to known factors
such as malnutrition, coinfec-
tions—measles and malaria—and
poor oral hygiene, a number of
social and environmental factors
such as maternal malnutrition
and closely-spaced pregnancies
that result in offspring with in-
creasingly weakened immune
systems, could be strongly related
to the onset of the disease,” reads
the brochure in part.

WHO outlines the following as
symptoms of Noma: extensive
destruction of intraoral soft and
hard tissue, presence of a lesion
with a well-demarcated perimeter
surrounding a blackened necrotic
centre, bluish-black discoloration
at the corresponding external fa-
cial surface of the cheek or lips,
separation of the slough, leav-
ing a hole in the face, difficulty
eating, rapid perforation of the
cheek, exposition of the teeth and
denuded bones, more extensive
destruction of the cone shaped
tissues below the intraoral cone
than those at the top of the cone
located on the surface of the face,
progressive drying of the facial
gangrene and anorexia.
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‘Weapons of mass control’ no longer sole
monopolies of the authoritarian regimes

By Thalif Deen

HEN the US was plan-

ning to sell fighter

planes to a politically-

repressive regime in
South-east Asia in a bygone era, a
spokesman for a human rights organi-
zation, responding to a question from
a reporter, was quoted as saying there
were no plans to oppose the proposed
sale because “it is very difficult to link
F-16 fighter planes to human rights
abuses.”

If fighter jets are fair game and can-
not be used to violate human rights,
the same cannot be said of “weapons
of mass control” (WMCs), including
water cannons, tear gas grenades, pep-
per spray and rubber bullets—used
mostly against civilian demonstrators.

But these weapons, contrary to
popular belief, are not just the sole
monopolies of authoritarian regimes
in Asia, the Middle East and South and
Central America but are also used by
Western democracies such as the US,
Spain and France - along with Chile,
Colombia, Ecuador, Gaza, Guinea,
Hong Kong, Iran, Iraq, Peru, Sudan,
Tunisia and Venezuela.

A Reuters report published in Octo-
ber 2019 about the mass resistance in
Hongkong said the protests erupted
over planned legislation that would
have allowed extraditions from Hong
Kong to mainland China.

The police reportedly fired over
6,000 tear gas rounds, around 2,400
rubber bullets, some 700 sponge gre-
nades and over 500 bean bag rounds.

A new report from Amnesty Inter-
national (Al), released March 14, says
security forces across the world are
routinely misusing rubber and plas-
tic bullets and other law enforcement
weapons “to violently suppress peace-
ful protests and cause horrific injuries
and deaths, -and called for strict con-
trols on their use and a global treaty to
regulate their trade”.

The report, My Eye Exploded, pub-
lished jointly with the Omega Research
Foundation, is based on research in
more than 30 countries over the last
five years.

It documents “how thousands of
protesters and bystanders have been

Protestors

in Sri Lanka.
Credit: Akila
Jayawardana
and Hiran
Priyankara/
Sunday
Times

maimed and dozens killed by the of-
ten reckless and disproportionate use
of less lethal law enforcement weap-
onry, including kinetic impact projec-
tiles (KIPs), such as rubber bullets, as
well as the firing of rubberized buck-
shot, and tear gas grenades aimed and
fired directly at demonstrators”..

“We believe that legally-binding
global controls on the manufacture
and trade in less lethal weapons, in-
cluding KiIPs, along with effective
guidelines on the use of force are ur-
gently needed to combat an escalating
cycle of abuses,” said Patrick Wilcken,
Amnesty International’s Researcher
on Military, Security and Policing is-
sues.

Amnesty International and the
Omega Research Foundation are
among 30 organizations calling for a
UN-backed Torture-Free Trade Treaty
to prohibit the manufacture and trade
of inherently abusive KIPs and other
law enforcement weapons, and to
introduce human rights-based trade
controls on the supply of other law en-

forcement equipment, including rub-
ber and plastic bullets.

Dr Michael Crowley, Research Asso-
ciate at the Omega Research Founda-
tion, said a Torture-Free Trade Treaty
would prohibit all production and
trade in existing inherently abusive
law enforcement weapons and equip-
ment.”

These include intrinsically danger-
ous or inaccurate single KIPs, rub-
ber-coated metal bullets, rubberized
buckshot and ammunition with mul-
tiple projectiles that have resulted in
blinding, other serious injuries and
deaths across the world.”

The Amnesty report says these
weapons have led to permanent dis-
ability in hundreds of cases and many
deaths.

There has been an alarming in-
crease in eye injuries, including eye-
ball ruptures, retinal detachments
and the complete loss of sight, as well
as bone and skull fractures, brain in-
juries, the rupture of internal organs
and haemorrhaging, punctured hearts

and lungs from broken ribs, damage to
genitalia, and psychological trauma.

Arecent report in the Sri Lanka Sun-
day Times said dissent in Sri Lanka
is often met with tear gas and water
cannons fired by the Sri Lanka Police.
Mass demonstrations that culminated
in a protest site, resulting from an eco-
nomic and political crisis last year,
were often subdued with police tear
gas and water cannon blasts.

Some protesters have died while
some deaths were attributed to com-
plications following tear gas attacks.
Sri Lanka Police are now being ac-
cused of abusing the use of the riot
control agent. Lawyers have also filed
complaints with human rights author-
ities, the police, and courts.

Sri Lankans who have been exposed
to tear gas allege they have suffered
long-term coughs, phlegm, irritation
of the throat, and in some cases, asth-
ma. Between March and July 2022, the
Police had fired more than 6,700 tear
gas canisters.

Meanwhile, according to an evalu-

ation by Chile’s National Institute for
Human Rights, police actions during
protests which began in October 2019
resulted in more than 440 eye injuries,
with over 30 cases of eye loss, or ocular
rupture.

At least 53 people died from projec-
tiles fired by security forces, accord-
ing to a peer-reviewed study based on
medical literature between 1990 and
June 2017. It also concluded that 300 of
the 1,984 people injured suffered per-
manent disability. The actual numbers
are likely to be far higher, according to
the report.

Since then, the availability, variety
and deployment of KIPs has escalated
globally, furthering the militarization
of protest policing.

The Amnesty report finds that na-
tional guidance on the use of KIPs rare-
ly meets international standards on
the use of force, which states that their
deployment be limited to situations
of last resort when violent individuals
pose an imminent threat of harm to
persons. Police forces routinely flout
regulations with impunity.

In the United States, the report said,
the use of rubber bullets to suppress
peaceful protest has become increas-
ingly commonplace.

One demonstrator hit in the face
in Minneapolis, Minnesota on 31 May
2020 told Amnesty International: “My
eye exploded from the impact of the
rubber bullet and my nose moved
from where it should be to below the
other eye. The first night I was in the
hospital they gathered up the pieces
of my eye and sewed it back together.
Then they moved my nose back to
where it should be and reshaped it.
They put in a prosthetic eye - so I can
only see out of my right eye now.”

In Spain, the use of large, inherently
inaccurate tennis-ball-sized rubber
KIPs has led to at last one death from
head trauma and 24 serious injuries,
including 11 cases of severe eye injury,
according to Stop Balas de Goma, a
campaign group.

In France, a medical review of 21
patients with face and eye injuries
caused by rubber bullets noted severe
injuries including bone fragmenta-
tion, fractures and ruptures resulting
in blindness.

Civic Space - the bedrock of democracy - is scarce and contested

By Mandeep S.Tiwana

ON 29 and 30 March, the US gov-
ernment, in partnership with Costa
Rica, Netherlands, South Korea and
Zambia, will co-host the second vir-
tual Summit for Democracy. Several
elected leaders and state representa-
tives will come together to highlight
achievements in advancing demo-
cratic principles.

This online global gathering in-
tends to ‘demonstrate how democ-
racies deliver for their citizens and
are best equipped to address the
world’s most pressing challenges’. Yet
evidence gathered by civil society re-
searchers indicates that all is not well
with the state of democracy world-
wide. Civic space, a key ingredient of
democracy, is becoming increasingly
contested.

Pundits have long argued that de-
mocracy is not just about majoritar-
ian rule and nominally free elections.
The essence of democracy lies in
something deeper: the ability of peo-
ple - especially the excluded - to or-
ganise, participate and communicate
without hindrance to influence soci-
ety, politics and economics.

Civic space is underpinned by the
three fundamental freedoms of as-
sociation, peaceful assembly and
expression, with the state having re-
sponsibility to defend and safeguard
these freedoms.

Yet, as revealed by the 2022 Peo-
ple Power Under Attack report from
the CIVICUS Monitor, a collaboration
of over 20 research organisations
across the globe, states themselves
are the biggest violators of civic free-
doms.

Among the top violations recorded
globally are harassment and intimi-
dation of activists, journalists and
civil society organisations to deter
them from their human rights work;
arbitrary detentions of protesters as
punishment for speaking out against

Protests in Myanmar. Credit: CIVICUS

pressed’, on the CIVICUS Monitor.

Despite continuing civic space
impediments, people are speaking
out: the CIVICUS Monitor record-
ed significant protests in over 130
countries in 2022. The rising costs
of food and fuel have sparked mo-
bilisations even in authoritarian
contexts.

Protests initially driven by peo-
ple’s financial pain have tended to
grow quickly into mass mobilisa-
tions against regressive economic
policies, corruption by political
leaders and systemic injustice.

Women have often been at the
forefront of protests, as seen in
Iran, where a brave mobilisation to
demand rights has seen thousands
of protesters ruthlessly persecuted
through mass imprisonment, po-
lice brutality and targeted execu-
tions.

The gendered nature of repres-
sion against women and LGBTQI+
protesters seeking equal rights re-
mains a sadly persistent reality.

However, in the midst of civic
space regressions, some successes

The gendered
nature of
repression
against
women and
LGBTQI+
protesters
seeking
equal rights
remains

a sadly
persistent
reality.

those in power; and restrictive laws
designed to prevent people mobilis-
ing and exercising their fundamen-
tal civic freedoms.

Shockingly, two billion people
- 28 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion - live in the 27 countries where
civic space is absolutely shut down,
where mere expressions of demo-
cratic dissent can mean prison, exile
or death.

These countries categorised as
‘closed’ on the CIVICUS Monitor in-
clude powerful authoritarian states
such as China, Egypt, Iran, Russia,
Saudi Arabia and United Arab Emir-
ates, as well as well as dictatorships
with one-party or one-family rule
such as Afghanistan, Belarus, Cuba,
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Myan-
mar, Nicaragua, Syria and Turkmen-
istan, among others.

However, the problem extends
beyond autocracies. Worryingly,
there’s been a perceptible decline
in civic space in democracies. In
the UK, the Police, Crime, Sentenc-
ing and Courts Act 2022 gives police
unprecedented powers to restrict
protests on grounds of preventing
serious ‘distress, annoyance, incon-
venience or loss of amenity’.

A deeply draconian public order
bill to further limit protests in re-
sponse to civil disobedience activi-
ties of climate and environmental
activists is also on the cards. As a
result, the country has been down-
graded to the ‘obstructed’ category
on the CIVICUS Monitor.

Civic space in India, which calls
itself the world’s biggest democracy,
is under attack, with continuing in-
timidation of independent media,

think tanks and civil society groups
that oppose serious human rights
violations and high-level corrup-
tion.

Tactics include raids on office
premises of organisations on flimsy
grounds and denial of permission
to access international funding.
Prominent victims include the BBC,
Centre for Policy Research and Ox-
fam India.

Tunisia, where democracy was
until recently starting to grow roots,
iSs now experiencing severe regres-
sion due to the high-handed actions
of President Kais Saied, who has as-
sumed emergency powers, under-
mined judicial independence and
misused the law enforcement ma-
chinery to persecute critics.

India and Tunisia are now both
in the second lowest category, Te-

spurred by civil society action have
also come. In Honduras, a group of
water and environmental rights ac-
tivists called the Guapinol defend-
ers were released in February 2022
after two and a half years of pretrial
detention following a concerted
global campaign calling for an end
to their unjust imprisonment.

In Sri Lanka, mass protests led to
the resignation in July 2022 of cor-
rupt authoritarian president Gota-
baya Rajapaksa, who presided over
widespread economic mismanage-
ment and civic space restrictions;
however, since then the old guard
has reasserted its control over gov-
ernment, resuming repressive tac-
tics to undermine constitutional
guarantees, pointing to the need
for continuous vigilance over civic
space.
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Aflatoxin awareness to smallholder
farmers vital to mitigate risks - ESRF

By Correspondent Daniel
Semberya, Lushoto

MALLHOLDER farmers

have been urged to apply

good agricultural practic-

es to mitigate health risks
that may be caused aflatoxin.

Presenting research findings
on inclusive innovation for agri-
food system resilience in Lushoto,
Tanga last week, a researcher from
the Economic and Social Research
Foundation (ESRF), Aghata Kiama
said that 51 per cent of milk sam-
ples collected in Tanga region
were contaminated with aflatoxin
M1, 7 per cent of which are above
the East Africa Community (EAC)
regulatory limits.

During their research they col-
lected maize, bran and milk from
households, and analysed their
aflatoxin contents.

The research was conducted by
the Economic and Social Research
Foundation (ESRF), in collabora-
tion with the Global Challenges
Research Fund (GCRF-AFRI-
CAP) where a total of 428 farm-
ers’ households from Pangani,
Muheza, Korogwe and Lushoto
were involved.

Samples of maize, milk maize
bran and animal feed were collect-
ed from these families with the in-
tention of analysing aflatoxin and
contents of nutrients.

Kiama said that 141 samples of
maize collected were analysed and
found with aflatoxin. She noted
that 15 samples of milk collected, 4
samples were found with aflatoxin
M1, with contents of between 611
and 3331 pg/ml, which is above the
regulatory limits of the 50 pg/MI.

Findings showed that 51 percent
of milk samples in Tanga region

NEWS/NEWS FEATURES

Some of the participants who attended the agriculture and food system resilience: increasing capacity and advising policy dissemination
workshop, in Lushoto District, Tanga Region in a group discussion on the impacts of aflatoxin. Photo: Correspondent Daniel Semberya

are contaminated with aflatoxin
M1, 7 percent of which are above
the East Africa Community [EAC]
regulatory limits.

She said samples from the val-
ley were the most contaminated
ones. “Conversion ratio of AFBI in
bran to AFM1 in milk equals 1.8 per
cent.”

Aflatoxin M1 (AFM1) is the hy-
droxylated metabolite of aflatoxin
BI (AFBI) and can be found in milk
or milk products obtained from
livestock that have ingested con-
taminated feed.

She noted that only 30 percent
knew about aflatoxins in grains.

AfDB and partners
invest $618 million in
Nigeria’s digital and
creative industries

ABUJA

THE African Development Bank and partners on Tuesday
launched a new Investment in Digital and Creative Enterprises

(iDICE) programme.

The initiative, with investments totaling $618 million, will at-
tract direct investments in more than 200 technology and cre-
ative start-ups and provide non-financial services to about 450
digital technologies, small and medium enterprises. With a po-
tential to generate $6.4 billion into the Nigeria’s economy, iDICE
is expected to create 6 million new jobs for young Nigerians.

Speaking at the launch event in the capital Abuja, Nigeria’s
Vice President Osinbajo emphasised the importance of a co-
ordinated approach to innovation across Africa. “Government
must provide more support for start-ups and small businesses,
and investors must provide more funding,” Osinbajo said.

The African Development Bank Group is the largest funder of
iDICE, providing $170 million. The French government, through
the Agence Francaise de Dévelopement, will contribute €100
million ($116 million), and the Islamic Development Bank pend-
ing approval from its board is expected to provide $70 million.
The Nigerian government, through its executing agency, the
Bank of Industry, will provide $45 million in counterpart fund-
ing. Other institutional and private sector investors are also ex-
pected to provide additional funding for the implementation of

the strategic initiative.

African Development Bank President Akinwumi Adesina
stressed the need to leverage the huge potential of iDICE for
sustainable job creation and economic transformation. “We are
retooling Nigeria to be more competitive in an increasingly digi-
tal world. We are creating hope for a new Nigeria, driven by the

power of the youth.”

The African Development Bank expects the iDICE model to
be rolled out in other regional member countries through the
Bank’s Youth Entrepreneurship Investment Bank initiative,
which will be designed to create a financial and non-financial
services ecosystem to support start-ups run by young Nigerians,

and to create jobs.

The French Ambassador to Nigeria, Emmanuelle Blatmann,
said the digital technology and creative industries had enor-
mous potential to create jobs and spur economic growth in
Nigeria. “The iDICE programme...is designed to support young
entrepreneurs and innovators who are driving these industries

forward,” she said.

Through iDICE, around 175,000 young people, including uni-
versity students, will gain direct access to technology to build
creative skills, stimulate innovation, and help new businesses
to flourish. iDICE will help consolidate Nigeria’s leadership posi-
tion as Africa’s pre-eminent hub for young entrepreneurs and
start-up investments. In 2022, African start-ups raised $5.4 bil-
lion, with Nigerian companies receiving the largest share at $1.2

billion.

Kiama noted that during their

research the primary sources of

information on aflatoxin, among
others included extension offic-
ers (35%) and experience from the
2019 AFRICAP survey (23 pc).
“There is an urgent need to de-
vise and apply novel methods to
complement good agricultural
practices and mitigate aflatoxin
contamination in the feed, maize

and milk value chains. Creation of

awareness on aflatoxin manage-
ment through training of farmers
and other stakeholders is vital,”
she said.

She said factors favouring afla-

toxin contamination include
drought during crop growing pe-
riod, crop contact with bare soil
(during harvesting), high temper-
ature and humidity (harvesting
and/or storing wet/humid crops.

Regarding aflatoxin in maize,
Kiama said that according to their
research findings, there were high-
er aflatoxin occurrences in 2021 as
compared to 2019. According to
her, there were higher contents
of AFGl, G2 and B2 in 2019, while
AFBI1 and total aflatoxins were
higher in 2021.

She pointed out that aflatoxin
contamination level is affected

among many other things by agro-
ecology, mother’s education level
and household aflatoxin aware-
ness. Kiama revealed that the
greatest presence of aflatoxins in
samples is from valley bottom in
Korogwe District Council.

Lushoto District agriculture live-
stock and fisheries officer, Eliezer
Moses said that poor preserva-
tion of maize bran and crop by-
products, are some of the major
contributing factors of aflatoxin
among small holder farmers.

He said that in order to mitigate
aflatoxin, education awareness
on the preservation of crops, es-

Guiardian

pecially grain/cereal crops like
maize, is needed to farmers from
the time of planting, harvesting
and good preservation.

Moses said, “If maize crop is kept
with moistures it causes funguses,
which in turn causes aflatoxin.
When cows or any other animals
consume maize bran that is not
well-preserved causes aflatoxin in
milk.”

He said that his office is going
on offering education awareness
on how to mitigate aflatoxin to a
group of farmers.

Aflatoxins can accumulate on
crops and grains in tropical and
semitropical regions and, apart
from maize, contaminate a wide
variety of food crops and prod-
ucts, such as sorghum, millet, cas-
sava, paprika, rice, ground nuts,
chili, and cotton seeds.

The prevailing global climate
change is shown to increase afla-
toxin risk in tropical and subtropi-
cal regions.

Meanwhile, ESRF in collabora-
tion with University of Leeds (UoL)
is implementing the Global Chal-
lenges Research Fund (GCRF] and
Newton Consolidation Accounts
(GNCAs) 2022/23 project tilted
“Towards Inclusive Innovation
for Agri-Food System Resilience:
Learning from GCRF-AFRICAP.”

The objective of the project is to
consolidate, synthesise, translate
and share the Tanga GCRF-AFRI-
CAP research (2019-2021) work
findings.

The focus will be given to find-
ings of pertinence to local farmers’
and community adaptation of ag-
ricultural and land management
practice and district-and regional-
level planning in the context of
climate change and food systems.

KIGALI

HEALTH experts have warned
that the increase of non-com-
municable diseases (NCD) and
the effects of climate change are
threatening health security in Af-
rica. This was discussed during
the four-day Africa Health Agenda
International Conference (AHAIC)
that concluded recently in Kigali,
Rwanda.

Africa still faces complex and
interconnected health issues, ac-
cording to Mohammad Abd El Fat-
tah, undersecretary for preventive
affairs at the Ministry of Health and
Population in Egypt. More coordi-
nation among African nations and
inclusive leadership are required
to address upcoming health risks.

Githinji Gitahi, director-general of
Amref Health Africa, the main AHA-
IC convener, said the conference
took place at a critical time when
the African continent has been
shaken by the effects of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, climate change,
wars and higher cost of living.

Although the burden of COV-
ID-19 has lessened, recent out-
breaks of other diseases such as
ebola, marburg and cholera dem-
onstrated that health security
was at risk, same for the effects of
climate change such as droughts,
hunger and floods that are cost-
ing lives across the continent, he
added.

The continent’s disease burden
is heavy because 40 per cent of
neglected diseases, 95 per cent of
malaria and 36 per cent of tubercu-
losis cases occur here, Dr Githinji
said.

He reminded that by 2030,
deaths from non-communicable
diseases are projected to exceed
those from infectious diseases,
child deaths, premature deaths
and all women’s deaths combined.
The death toll from diabetes itself
might increase by 28 per cent by
then, when 55 million people in
Africa may die from diabetes and
about 0.7 million from cancer, he
added.

Yet, it was pointed out that be-
cause most NCDs are avoidable, im-
plementing cost-effective preven-
tative and curative interventions
can greatly reduce the burden of
NCDs. According to the interna-

Africa health security at risk: NCDs
and the climate change top causes

tional health regulator, reducing
risk factors such as tobacco use,
poor diets, physical inactivity and
alcohol abuse can prevent up to 80
per cent of heart disease, stroke,
type 2 diabetes and over a third of
cancers.

Besides, he said although Africa
contributes less in the emission
of greenhouse gases and global
warming, the continent remains
the first to be affected by its ef-
fects. Therefore, he urged Africa
not to continue negotiating coun-
try by country, but as a collective
to ensure that Africa Union’s New
Public Health Order, World Health
Organization (WHO) Triple Billions
2025 target and strategies reflect
people’s desires.

The current dispensation in
delivering health services to the
continent was not sustainable,
highlighted the acting director of
Africa Centres of Diseases Control,
Ahmed Ogwell.

All 55 African Union member
states must work together to ad-
dress the shared health threats
faced in Africa and beyond more
holistically, he said.

Climate change adaptation and
mitigation were major topics of
discussion at the conference, con-
verging to considering decarbon-
ising the health system through
steps like proper waste manage-
ment and industry practices as
priority.

Other factors taken into account

included the requirement for
pharmaceutical manufacturing,
genomic data and unified regula-
tory frameworks, all of which were
seen as essential to developing ef-
fective pandemic preparedness
strategies.

The conference concluded that
the climate change and health
challenges facing Africa require ev-
idence and developing compelling
arguments for advocacy on behalf
of vulnerable communities. Fur-
thermore, it also suggested that the
response to climate change must
consider the needs of women and
youth, not as token participants in
discussions, but as active designers
and implementers of health and
climate policies.
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The four crime cartels that brought
Eskom, South Africa to their knees

By Kevin Bloom

NTELLIGENCE reports obtained

by Daily Maverick link two sen-

ior members of President Cyril

Ramaphosa’s Cabinet to four
criminal cartels operating inside Es-
kom. Although we cannot yet reveal
the names of the Cabinet members
for legal reasons, we can divulge that
the intelligence links the cartels to the
sabotage of Eskom’s power stations
and to a programme of political desta-
bilisation.

The organogram was the size of
the boardroom table. Approaching it,
there was a distinct feeling that what
we were about to see could never be
unseen. The country we thought we
lived in, from that moment on, would
be an entirely different place.

In the body of the organogram, be-
low the so-called “territorial ruler” and
his primary enforcer, who was identi-
fied by name as the “henchman” and
“assassin”, were the leaders and foot
soldiers of the four cartels: the Presi-
dential Cartel, the Mesh-Kings Cartel,
the Legendaries Cartel and the Chief
Cartel.

There were photographs of the ma-
jor players, in some cases alongside
the companies with which they were
affiliated, but a lot of the information
was yet to be confirmed. Still, in a col-
umn running between the cartels was
a box titled, “Illicit procurement pro-
cess to defraud Eskom”. This, we knew,
was the covert information on how it
all worked.

“What we have here,” said our
source, “is not evidence. It’s intelli-
gence. You guys will have to do the
work of joining the dots.”

There were other conditions that
came with our access to this “safe
house”, out in a quiet suburb of Gaut-
eng’s metropolitan sprawl. We had
been asked to leave our phones in the
car, so it went without saying that re-
vealing any clues that could lead to the
identification of our sources was an ab-
solute no-go zone.

Also, for the moment, we were told,
very firmly, that we could not quote
from the intelligence reports until we
were given the green light.

The reason for this was simple: our
sources, former state intelligence op-
eratives who were now working for
the private sector, are still active in the
field.

“If you want to get killed,” said our

primary source, “you come play
here.”

We nodded, and turned our at-
tention back to the organogram.
Aside from the identity of the “ter-
ritorial ruler”, it was the “illicit pro-
cesses” that drew our attention.

At the top of the column was
an item marked “Soldier”, where

. it was explained that the cartel
fell;:gz'_the leader or one of his subordinates
. would “approach a specific end-
plained, the user” — for instance, an “engineer”
end-user in the generation or distribution
would ap- division of Eskom — to begin the
proach the Process. o
procurement The end-user [Eskom insider]

manager, “or
an employee

referred to
as a Mphati
in collusion

with the car-

tel”.

is in cahoots,” the text noted, “and
receives a substantial amount in
cash, including extra funds to bribe
the other employees in the supply
chain to ensure their cooperation.”

Next, the text went deeper into
how the end-user operated and
what he intended to accomplish,
beginning with the “payment of an
upfront bribe” to the store manag-
er of a power station.

“The store manager then veri-
fies how much of a specific type of
equipment is available on inven-

tory to be covered in a purchase
order. Should the equipment to
the value of the intended purchase
order be available in stock, the ex-
isting equipment in stock will be
hidden or displaced somewhere
in the power station to justify the
procurement/purchase  request
for additional equipment.

“Also, for the cartels to create a
supplementary business to sup-
ply essential components or re-
new or continue maintenance
contract works, the cartel will plot
the destruction of infrastructure
with insiders so that a breakdown
can justify repairs or the supply
of components via the cartel ven-
dors.”

The text then went into informa-
tion that is already in the public
domain, such as “malicious dam-
age” to conveyer belts and the
“sabotage” of the railway line feed-
ing the Majuba Power Station — the
last example, it was noted, so as “to
ensure the survival of their coal
transport trucking companies sup-
plying coal to Eskom”.

Finally, the text explained, the
end-user would approach the pro-

curement manager, “or an employ-
ee referred to as a Mphati in collu-
sion with the cartel”.

This Mphati, it was noted, had
become “a very influential contact
at the power station”. As the man
in charge of procurement, he “re-
ceives an upfront inducement that
serves as an acceleration fee to is-
sue a purchaserequest (RFQ)”. And
here, according to the intelligence,
was where the “illicit procurement
process” got set in motion.

“The procurement manager/
buyer instructs the financial de-
partment to approve the expendi-
ture that must, according to the
supply chain directives of Eskom,
have the signatures of both the
end-user and the store manager.”

So there it was, the scam in all
its torrid glory, a simple outline
of a criminal network so vast and
heinous that it was bringing the
country to its knees. The cartel
members, with the backing and
protection of the “territorial ruler”,
would, by this stage in the process,
have the South African taxpayers’
funds all but in their leather bags.

In the column’s third section, the

intelligence went on to explain:

“The purchase request (RFQ) is then
taken to a senior buyer who will re-
ceive their share of the bribe/pay-off.
After that, three compulsory quotes
will be obtained. All three quotations
will originate from the same cartel as
all three approaching members are
members/soldiers of the same cartel.

“The soldiers/vendors manipu-
late the quotations so that a specific
pre-chosen company is inevitably
appointed as the final vendor, and a
purchase order (PO) is issued accord-
ingly. In addition, the buyers often will
create a false urgency by sending of-
ficial emails to the vendor to expedite
delivery, which will then be used to
justify a higher price. It will also then
record that the PO is bona fide.”

But that wasn’t all. The fourth sec-
tion, titled “Bribed security officers
sign off on non-existent product de-
livery”, was pretty self-explanatory,
with Eskom’s security staff in the
secret employ of the cartels putting
their signatures to “ghost deliveries”
and verifying that the equipment had
been inspected at the main gate.

“The end-user and store manager
will receive the ghost delivery and sign
the receipt to deliver the non-existing
equipment. The hidden equipment is
retrieved from where it was hidden
and placed back into storage as if the
equipment had been delivered.”

It was at this juncture that we came
across the sentence which, we knew,
would make our work incredibly chal-
lenging.

Aside from the fact that all bribes up
and down the line were paid in cash,
there was the following problem:

“All the procurement documenta-
tion from the purchase request to the
delivery note will procedurally corre-
spond with the equipment on inven-
tory, making it difficult for forensic
audits to identify fraud and malprac-
tice.”

The ‘territorial ruler’

The date was early December 2022,
just days before the ANC’s elective
conference at Nasrec.

We knew, from a series of previous
conversations with our sources, that
the intelligence gathered in the field
suggested a direct link between the
sabotage, the cartels, and an orches-
trated programme of political desta-
bilisation.

Not a day had passed in November
without power cuts across the coun-
try, and now, in December, we were
headed for an extended bout of Stage
6.

The name of the “territorial ruler”
at the top of the organogram was
therefore no surprise to us, although
it still came as something of a shock.

‘Stone-age’ era donkey-drawn carts ply
Zimbabwe’s abandoned remote routes

By Jeffrey Moyo

FROM the Masvingo-Beitbridge high-
way in Zimbabwe at a spot popularly
known as Turn-P, the road passing
through Neshuro Township has been
degraded, disused, and derelict for over
two decades, with buses avoiding the
route. Now donkey-drawn carts that
operate alongside jalopy vehicles have
become the new alternative for remote
travellers around Mwenezi villages.

The scotch carts have become even
more common in areas around Maranda
and Mazetese in Mwenezi as villagers
switch to them for transport to hospitals
and clinics.

Such has become a life for 64-year-old
Dennis Masukume of the Mazetese area.

The diabetic patient is forced to use al-

Bad roads
inrural
Zimbabwe
mean the
communities
have to rely
on donkey
carts and
jalopy cars
as bus op-
erators shun
the routes.
Credit: Jef-
frey Moyo/
IPS

ternative means of transport.

“I board a scotch cart every time 1
want to travel to Neshuro hospital for
my medication, which means I use
the scotch cart up to somewhere in
Gwamatenga where I then get some
private cars that ply the route to Ne-
shuro at nominal fares,” Masukume
told IPS.

At Tsungirirai Secondary school
and Vinga Primary school in the
Mwenezi district, the rare availability
of public transport means that even
teachers have to cope with scotch
carts each time they have to travel to
Maranda, where they catch jalopies
to the Masvingo-Beitbridge highway
on paydays.

In fact, with road infrastructure
badly damaged in most rural areas in

Zimbabwe, villagers are resorting to
olden ways of transport-using scotch
carts and walking to reach places
where they can access essential ser-
vices like health care.

The unpaved rural roads have be-
come impassable for buses.

Now, some villagers are capitalizing
on the crisis, using their scotch carts
to earn a living.

Mwenezi district, located in Masv-
ingo Province, south of the country,
has become famed for routes plied by
scotch carts.

Entrepreneurs have turned to mak-
ing easy money from scotch carts.
Twenty-four-year-old Clive Nhongo,
who resides closer to Manyuchi dam
in Mwenezi, said the bad roads had
meant good business for him.

“I'm charging a dollar per passenger
every trip I make with my scotch cart
taking people anywhere around my
area, and I can tell you I make about 20
USD daily depending on the number of
customers I get, considering that villag-
ers rarely travel here,” Nhongo told IPS.

While many villagers fume at the
damaged roads and lack of a proper
modern transport system, many, like
Nhongo, have something to smile about.

“I provide the alternative transport,
and until roads are rehabilitated and
buses return on our routes, I might re-
main in business, which is fine for me,”
said Nhongo.

He (Nhongo) has made wooden seats
and installed them on his scotch cart to
accommodate passengers.

More and more villagers, cornered
with transport woes amid derelict
roads in villages, are now having to rely
on donkey-drawn scotch carts owned
by village entrepreneurs like Nhongo.

Public transport operators like
56-year-old Obed Mhishi, based in
Masvingo, Zimbabwe’s oldest town, said
there was no way he could endure dam-
aging his omnibuses plying routes with
defunct roads.

Donkey-drawn carts have taken
over

“It's not only me shunning the routes
the ones in Mwenezi and its villages, but
we are many transport operators shun-
ning the routes owing to deplorable
roads, and yes, scotch cart operators
are capitalizing on that to fill the vacu-
um. That’s business,” Mhishi told IPS.

Yet even as scotch carts operators
cash in on the growing crisis in the
Southern African country, local author-
ities have said donkey-drawn scotch
carts have never been regularized to
ferry people anywhere in Zimbabwe.

An official working at Mwenezi Rural
District Council, who said he was not
authorized to speak to the media, said,
“scotch carts don’t pay road tax, nor do
they have insurance for passengers.”

But for ordinary Zimbabwean vil-
lagers in Mwenezi, like 3l-year-old
Richmore Ndlovhu, with dilapidated
roads that have been neglected for
years, the scotch carts have become
the only way—insurance or not.

Buses that used to reach areas like
Mazetese now prefer not to go be-
yond the Masvingo-Beitbridge high-
way, where scotch carts and a few
jalopy vehicles scramble for passen-
gers alighting from buses. These are
the passengers wanting to proceed
with their journeys into villages.

Zimbabwe’s rural roads in districts
like Mwenezi have remained un-
paved for more than four decades
after gaining independence from co-
lonial rule.

Meanwhile, Zimbabwean Presi-
dent Emerson Mnangagwa has been
on record affirming that his coun-
try would become a middle-income
state by 2025, just about two years
from now.

Yet for opposition political activists
here, like Elvis Mugari of the Citizens
Coalition for Change, Mnangagwa
may be building castles in the air.

“With corruption in his govern-
ment and the sustained hatred for
the opposition, Mnangagwa won't
achieve a middle-income Zimbabwe.
That is impossible,” Mugari told IPS.

Batai Chiwawa, a Zimbabwean
development expert, blamed the re-
gime here for taking the whole coun-
try backwards.

“Is it not taking the country to the
stone age era when villagers now
have to use scotch carts as ambulanc-
es? Is it not a return to the dark ages
when people now have to walk long
distances because there is no pub-
lic transport in their villages? This is
embarrassing, deeply embarrassing,
when people start using scotch carts
as public transport in this day and
era,” Chiwawa asked when comment-
ing to IPS.

IPS UN Bureau Report
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Agency, digital channels spur
banking deposits mobilisation

By Guardian Reporter

GENTS and digital

channels are continu-

ing to support banks

deposits mobiliza-
tions, improving the sector’s as-
set quality in the post pandemic
economic recovering.

According to the Bank of Tan-
zania’s (BoT) Monetary Policy
Committee statement issued on
Tuesday evening, the banking
sector remained adequately cap-
italized, liquid and profitable in
January 2023.

“Banks’ deposits and assets
increased indicating improved
economic activities, comple-
mented by use of agent banking
and digital financial services,”
said the statement issued by the
BoT governor.

The sector was also stable and
exhibited strong resilience to
shocks, the statement notes.

The economic bulletin for
the last quarter of 2022 showed
that banks deposits amounted
32.5trn/- by December last year,
compared to 27.7trn/- recorded
during the end of 2021.

Individual residents deposits
amounted 25.3trn/- by the end
of December, 2022, an increase
of 4trn/- compared with 21.5trn/-
recorded during the end of De-
cember, 2021.

The consolidated zonal eco-
nomic report for September last
year showed that agents banking
deposits recorded 21.2 million
transactions valued 18.2trn/-,
twice of 11 million transactions
valued 9trn/- recorded by Sep-
tember 2021.

According to the report, bank-
ing agents in Tanzania mainland
were 64,657 in September 2022,
compared with 44,686 recorded
as of September 2021.

“Agency banking services im-
proved across all zones associ-
ated with increased number of
agents, following relaxation of
eligibility criteria and integra-
tion of banking services with
non-bank payment systems,” the
report says.

Nachu project

The MPC statement went on
saying that banking assets qual-
ity improved with the ratio of
non-performing loans reaching
5.85 percent, down from 8.42
percent in January 2022.

The committee held its 225th
Ordinary Meeting to evaluate
the implementation of monetary
policy, review the performance
and outlook of the economy, and
deliberate on monetary policy
actions for the subsequent two
months.

The MPC says was satisfied that
the implementation of less ac-
commodative monetary policy
in January and February 2023
succeeded to contain inflation
within the target, while support-
ing recovery of economic ac-
tivities by maintaining adequate
liquidity and strong credit inter-
mediation to the private sector.

The policy stance also helped
to cushion the economy from
adverse global economic shocks
and heightened commodity
prices, while supporting the at-
tainment of agreed benchmarks

under the IMF Extended Credit
Facility (ECF) arrangement.

Based on assessment and
outlook of global and domestic
economies, the MPC approved
the Bank of Tanzania to continue
implementing less accommoda-
tive monetary policy in March
and April 2023.

The policy stance will help to
control inflation below the target
of 5.4 percent, while supporting
credit growth to various eco-
nomic activities.

In addition, the policy stance
will support the attainment of
IMF ECF targets for the third
quarter of 2022/23, which are set
as indicative targets and laying
foundation for achieving the per-
formance criteria for June 2023.

“The Bank shall continue to
support the broader macroeco-
nomic objectives of the Govern-
ments, while closely monitoring
the emerging risks from exter-
nal shocks and take necessary
measures when need arises,” the
statement reads.

Regarding the recent econom-

ic performance, the MPC noted
that, in 2022 the global econo-
my was weakened by economic
shocks and climate-related con-
straints.

As a result, global growth is
expected to slow in 2023, before
rebounding in 2024.

Commodity prices in the world
market remained high in 2022,
though trended downwards in
the second half of the year. As a
result, inflation has been declin-
ing since the last quarter of 2022,
though remains above central
bank targets in many countries,
especially advanced economies.

Specifically, the MPC noted
that the domestic economy is
performing well with leading
economic indicators suggesting
positive outlook.

Considering actual growth of
5.2 percent in the first three quar-
ters of 2022 in Mainland Tanza-
nia, it is likely that growth could
be around 5 percent, which is
higher than the projected growth
of 4.7 percent for 2022.

The Zanzibar economy is esti-

mated to grow at 5.4 percent in
2022, owing to implementation
of ongoing initiatives to enhance
the blue economy and the re-
sumption of tourism.

The MPC projects higher
growth for both economies in
2023, reinforced by growth of
credit to the private sector, im-
proved business and investment
conditions, rebounding of tour-
ism activities, as well as prudent
monetary and fiscal policies.

The growth projections are
also supported by ongoing trend
of easing global inflationary pres-
sures and improvements in the
supply chain.

However, MPC noted that infla-
tion has been on upward trend
over recent months, because
of the ongoing war in Ukraine,
which has caused an increase
in import prices of consumer
goods.

In January 2023, Mainland Tan-
zania inflation edged up to 4.9
percent, compared with 4.8 per-
cent in the preceding month, but
remained within the country’s

target of 5.4 percent, and EAC
and SADC regional benchmarks
of 8 percent and 3-7 percent, re-
spectively.

In Zanzibar, inflation experi-
enced an upward trend, reach-
ing 8.4 percent in January 2023,
mainly because of the increase
in both food and non-food infla-
tion.

The MPC therefore, remains
optimistic that inflation will re-
main within target in the second
half of 2022/23, as prices of glob-
al consumer goods and inflation
in trading partners ease, coupled
with the expected increase in
food supply in the country.

The moderation will also be
supported by cautious liquidity
reducing monetary policy opera-
tions pursued by the Bank;

Money supply recorded a sat-
isfactory annual growth of 12.8
percent in January 2023, broad-
ly in line with the target of 10.3
percent for 2022/23, mainly on
account of strong growth of pri-
vate sector credit that reached
around 23 percent.

According to MPC statement,
in the first seven months of
2022/23, domestic revenue per-
formance was strong, broadly in
line with the targets.

Domestic revenue was 97.1 per-
cent and 96.1 percent of the tar-
get for Mainland Tanzania and
Zanzibar, respectively, mainly at-
tributable to ongoing recovery of
economic activities, supported
by improved tax administration
and taxpayers’ compliance.

Government expenditures
were also aligned to the available
resources and the need to close
the infrastructure gap and pro-
tect the economy from external
shocks, in a bid to ensure sustain-
able and inclusive growth of the
economy.

The external sector continued
to be affected by the ongoing war
in Ukraine and protracted effects
of COVID-19 pandemic.

Consequently, the current ac-
count deficit widened to US$5.2
billion in January 2023, from
US$2.6 billion in the year end-
ing January 2022, driven by high
imports bill that outweighed the
increase in exports.

Foreign reserves amounted to
US$4.8 billion at the end of Janu-
ary 2023, sufficient to cover 4.3
months of imports, in line with
the country benchmark of at
least 4 months of imports.

By John Power

SVB’s

troubles

began

people never learn.”

to bolster confidence in the

Silicon Valley Bank failures and next financial crisis

country’s SVB unit, while

set to produce
0.23mn tonnes
of graphite for
fifteen years

By Guardian Reporter

THE Ruangwa district based Nachu project is ex-
pected to produce 230,000 tonnes of graphite annu-
ally, which will make Tanzania the world class graphite
source.

This was said by Peter Tsegas the Resident Director of
Magnis Energy, which owns 30 km2 SML with huge de-
posits of high purity graphite in an exclusive interview
with the Guardian.

According to Tsegas, the resources of the project are
expected to last 16 years, but more exploration shows
that it could last for the next 40 years.

He said the company has so far spent nearly 250mn/-
on implementing different community projects includ-
ing construction and renovation of schools and clinics,
provide science books for schools and supporting wom-
en activities.

He said Tanzania will therefore get recognition in the
new graphite space and markets by major players in the
green technology industry including Tesla, which last
month signed agreement with the company to supply
graphite.

“We are planning to provide training on farming activ-
ities and additional activities such as welding, mechanic,
seam stressing to enable the surrounding community to
provide services and products to the project,” he said.
For more details, see interview on page 15

THE collapse of Silicon
Valley Bank (SVB) has sent
shockwaves through finan-
cial and tech circles.

On Friday, United States
regulators seized the as-
sets of the Santa Clara, Cal-
ifornia-based bank after de-
positors began withdrawing
funds en masse amid fears
over the lender’s financial
health.

Since then, financial reg-
ulators around the world
have raced to contain the
fallout of SVB’s collapse, the
biggest bank failure in the
US since 2008, and shore
up confidence in the global
financial system.

Why did SVB collapse?

As SVB’s name suggests,
the bank’s business focused
heavily on US technology
startups. During the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the lender
saw a surge in deposits as
tech companies profited
from providing entertain-
ment and delivery services
to people confined to their
homes.

SVB invested much of
this cash in US government
bonds - traditionally one
of the safest types of invest-
ment.

when the US Federal Re-
serve started raising inter-
est rates last year in re-
sponse to soaring inflation,
causing the value of those
bonds to fall.

As economic conditions
for the tech sector became
more straitened following
the pandemic boom, many
of SVB’s customers began to
draw on their funds to keep
above water. Short on cash,
SVB was forced to sell its
bonds at big losses, prompt-
ing concerns about its finan-
cial health.

Within 48 hours, spooked
depositors had withdrawn
enough funds to cause the
bank’s collapse.

“SVB collapsed because
of a stupid rookie mistake
with their interest-rate-risk
management: They invest-
ed short-term deposits into
long-term bonds. When in-
terest rates rose, the value
of the bonds fell, wiping
out the equity of the bank,”
James Angel, an expert on
regulation of global finan-
cial markets at Georgetown
University, told Al Jazeera.

“This is the same phe-
nomenon that wiped out
the US Savings and Loan
industry in the 1980s. Some

Campbell R Harvey, a pro-
fessor at Duke University’s
Fuqua School of Business,
said that SVB’s woes were a
lesson in the need for banks
to diversify their assets.

“It does seem that it ca-
tered to a particular clien-
tele, and we all know that
tech has taken a hit — and if
youre undiversified, you’ll
take the hit also,” Harvey
told Al Jazeera.

“Your loan book needs to
be diversified,” Harvey add-
ed. “It’s not obvious that this
bank actually did this.”

What has been the
fallout of SVB’s collapse
so far?

Two days after the col-
lapse of SVB, US regulators
seized the assets of Sig-
nature Bank, a New York-
based lender known for its
business with the crypto-
currency sector, marking
the third-largest bank fail-
ure in US history.

In an effort to stem the
fallout, US regulators an-
nounced on Sunday they
would guarantee all depos-
its at both lenders.

The Federal Reserve also
unveiled a lending program,
the Bank Term Funding
Program (BTFP), that aims

financial system by giving
banks the option to bor-
row directly from the Fed to
avoid having to rely on loss-
making bond sales.

US President Joe Biden
has sought to assure the
public the situation is con-
tained, saying, “Americans
can have confidence that
the banking system is safe.”

Nonetheless, bank shares,
including those of the US
“big four” - JPMorgan
Chase, Bank of America,
Wells Fargo, and Citibank —
have dipped sharply amid
fears of contagion across
the financial sector.

First Republic Bank, a
mid-tier bank based in San
Francisco, California, saw
its stock price plunge as
much as 60 percent.

Bank shares in Europe
and Asia have also taken a

significant hit.
In the United Kingdom,
financial authorities an-

nounced they had facili-
tated the sale of SVB’s local
unit to HSBC, Europe’s big-
gest bank, in order to safe-
guard 6.7 billion pounds
($8.1bn) in deposits.
Canadian regulators an-
nounced they had tempo-
rarily taken control of the

Germany’s Federal Finan-
cial Supervisory Author-
ity said it had provisionally
closed the local branch of
the lender.

Could SVB’s collapse
cause a financial crisis
like 2007-2008?

While the fallout of SVB’s
collapse is still playing out,
economists broadly agree
that its failure is markedly
different from the implo-
sion of financial institu-
tions, such as Bear Stearns
and Lehman Brothers, that
precipitated the 2007-2008
global financial crisis.

Unlike institutions like
Lehman Brothers, SVB’s
business was concentrated
in one sector and had rela-
tively little dealings with
other banks.

“The SVB situation defi-
nitely has people worried
but I don’t think it’s likely
to turn into a Lehman type
of situation, especially
given how aggressively
the Fed has intervened,
including by promising to
protect even uninsured
deposits,” David Skeel,
professor of corporate law
at the University of Penn-
sylvania Law School, told
Al Jazeera.
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The state of mortgage financing market
in Tanzania and its challenges: Part one

HE Tanzanian housing
sector’s fast-growing
demand is mainly
driven by strong and
sustained economic growth with
GDP growth averaging 6 -7 per-
cent over the past decade and is
one of the fastest growing econ-
omies on the African Continent
with a projected GDP growth of
5.3 percent in 2023 according to
World Bank and the African De-
velopment Bank (AfDB).

According to the last Tanzania
Mortgage Market Update report
of September 30th, 2022, pub-
lished by Tanzania Mortgage
Refinance Company (TMRC),
the total mortgage portfolio
balances amongst banks stood
at 522.95bn/- equivalents to
US$225.46 million as compared
to TZS 509.99 billion equivalents
to US$ 220.23 million reported
on June 30th, 2022.

This means the mortgage mar-
ket in Tanzania grew by 2.54
percent in the value of mort-
gage loans as of September 30th,

2022 from June 30th, 2022.

The ratio of outstanding
mortgage debt to Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP) increased to
0.30 percent in September 2022
which makes our mortgage mar-
ket to be among the smallest in
the East Africa region. As of Sep-
tember 30th, 2022, thirty-two
(32) banking institutions were
offering mortgage loans, and
the mortgage market was domi-
nated by five top lenders, who
commanded 64 percent of the
market.

CRDB Bank Plc was a market
leader commanding 37.07 per-
cent of the mortgage market
share, followed by Stanbic Bank
(8.11 percent), Azania Bank (7.34
percent), NMB Bank Plc. (7.25
percent), and Exim Bank (4.50
percent).

According to National Housing
Corporation (NHC), the Tanza-
nian housing demand is esti-
mated at 200,000 houses annu-
ally and a total housing shortage
of 3 million houses hence, as a

country we are having an acute
shortage of affordable and qual-
ity housing. This implies that
the demand for housing is ex-
tremely high but is constrained
by many challenges. Addressing
these challenges is critical to our
economic growth as the housing
sector can create jobs hence in-
creasing wealth to people in that
sector.

It is evident that the middle-
income class is growing as the
incomes are rising in the coun-
try but still most people can-
not afford mortgage financing.
In the series of two articles, I
will discuss three challenges
affecting mortgage financing
in the country and the roles
of the government and private
sector to address those chal-
lenges:

Government Financial Role - It
is crucial to note that the accel-
eration of the mortgage finance
market is dependent on the
strength of the overall economy.
Thus, the Government’s finan-
cial role must be clearly defined
and should support the housing
market whereby the balanced
risks between the government
and private sector are in place
to accelerate the growth of the
housing market. One of the main
reasons why our mortgage fi-
nance market is the smallest in
East Africa is the lack of local
long-term funding to facilitate

the provision of mortgages. The
Government has realized the im-
portance of its role in advancing
the mortgage market thus, it has
undertaken various initiatives to
respond to the concerns. First,
the Government established the
Tanzania Mortgage Refinance
Company (TMRC) in 2010 to
support the growth of the mort-
gage market. TMRC was created
for the sole purpose of that and
even though it has a positive ef-
fect on the market, it still has a
long way to go to achieve its goal.
As of September 30th, 2022,
TMRC had extended loans worth
145.20bn/- ($ 62.60 million) to
fifteen (15) primary mortgage
lenders (PML) through Refinanc-
ing and pre-financing mortgage
loans.

The loans advanced by TMRC
to PMLs were equivalent to 28
percent of the total outstand-
ing mortgage debt hence a sig-
nificant opportunity exists for
TMRC to continue refinancing
the remaining 72 percent of the

By Katerina Liu

The appointment of Kazuo
Ueda as the Bank of Japan’s new
governor in February, alongside
two male deputy governors, has
thrown into light the topic of gen-
der equality - or lack of - at central
banks. These appointments will
set back progress for gender par-
ity by at least another five years in
an institution that does not have a
good track record on this issue.

There has been some progressin
improving female representation
at the senior level in central banks
globally. Contrary to Japan, Bank
Indonesia has just appointed Fil-
ianingsih Hendarta as deputy gov-
ernor and the rate-setting board
has achieved gender balance. But
there is much further to go.

Greater diversity in the work-
place, not just for gender, in-
troduces new perspectives and
attitudes while avoiding echo
chambers. Fresh perspectives en-
courage innovation. More specifi-
cally for central banks, inclusion
really matters. If those at the sen-
ior level - and the rest of the insti-
tution - reflect the demographics
of the country, then it ensures that
monetary policy serves the whole
population, not just a portion of it.

OMFIF’s Gender Balance Index
measures gender parity in cen-
tral banks by scoring institutions
based on the presence of men
and women among high-level
staff, weighted by seniority. The

Central banks are far from
achieving gender balance

score for each institution is then
calculated by taking the ratio of
the female and male components,
where perfect gender balance is
given a score of 100.

According to last year’s GBI,
central banks have a long way to
go to reach parity. The aggregate
GBI score for Asia Pacific reflects
the recent appointments by the
Bank of Japan - the region’s score
only increased to 13.5 from 7.5 be-
tween 201722 (Figure 1). Globally,
GBI scores have only risen to 31.6
from 30.8 over this period. Latin
America and the Caribbean is the
only region with consistent im-
provement but it is still far from a
perfect score.

The path towards gender parity
has not been linear. Since 2014, the
number of female governors in
central banks has only increased
by one. Figure 2 shows a decline
in female governors from 2014
before it starts to increase again
in 2019. Mirroring gender balance
scores, progress for the number
of female governors is happening,
but at an incremental and incon-
sistent pace. Central banks will
have to do more to make it easier

for women to advance through
the ranks to achieve gender bal-
ance.

To do so, central banks will need
to focus on their internal policies,
which will be explored in detail
in this year’s GBI report. OMFIF
has surveyed 46 central banks on
their recruitment practices, HR
policies and gender equality initi-
atives. The findings of this survey
will be released in April.

Preliminary analysis of the sur-
vey suggests that flexible work
arrangements are the most com-
monly adopted policies among
respondents - particularly remote
work arrangements, which had al-
ready been widespread due to the
pandemic. Parental leave is an-
other promising result. All central
banks have some form of policy in
place, but they vary widely .

Paid leave can range from a cou-
ple of months to more than a year
for mothers, while paternal paid
leave can be anything between a
day to a year. Flexible work and
parental leave policies are cru-
cial for providing flexibility and
control over caring responsibili-
ties, for both women and men. If

parental leave policies were more
generous, it could ease the pres-
sure of care on women, who could
then be more likely to remain at
work.

However, flexible work and
parental care policies only help
with one dimension of promot-
ing female representation. Based
on past GBI findings, there is a
clear pipeline problem in promot-
ing women to the top and central
banks can do more to rectify this.

Quotas and targets for hiring
entry-level staff or selecting sen-
ior management may help to en-
sure that women have a foot in the
door. Pay gap assessments would
shed light on whether women
receive equal pay for equal work.
Mentorships and leadership pro-
grammes can equip women with
the skills to confidently navigate
their careers. There are solutions
to achieving gender balance - cen-
tral banks first need to act.

Katerina Liu is a Research Ana-
lyst at Official Monetary and Fi-
nancial Institution Forum (OMFF),
an independent think tank for
central banking, economic policy
and public investment.

mortgage market portfolio. Sec-
ondly, the government has been
working hard to develop capi-
tal markets so they can support
the development of mortgage
finance through local currency
long-term financing and the de-
velopment of a secondary mort-
gage finance market.

We have seen the efforts to
raise capital that are starting
to yield results such as the es-
tablishment of the Watumishi
Housing investments fund and
NHC joint venture policy and I
believe more can be done. The
secondary market will provide
the banks with an outlet to ad-
equately manage their exposure
to mortgage financing.

Next week, I will discuss the
remaining two challenges that
affect the growth of mortgage fi-
nancing in Tanzania.

Kelvin Mkwawa, MBA is a
seasoned banker based in Dar
es Salaam. He can be reached
through Email address:
Kelvin.e.mkwawa@gmail.com

The underrated
value of social
networking

ONE of the biggest lessons
from the Covid-19 pandemic
is that we are, first and fore-
most, social creatures that
thrive through relations.

More than ever, companies
strive to put a human face
through community out-
reach; buying decisions are
increasingly influenced by
word of mouth. Recruiters
admit to preferring referral
hires. Your network is indeed
your net worth.

However, with the in-
creased pressure to balance
work-life demands, one can
easily find excuses not to
socialize and network. “It is
draining, time-consuming,
and awkward at times, plus
I am not a people person,”
they say.

[ am an introvert; network-
ing is not for me.

Networking involves meet-
ing people with common in-
terests to establish, build and
nurtures long-term, mutually
beneficial relationships. It is
not an opportunity to make
new friends but to advance
your professional and busi-
ness goals.

However, unlike an agentic
extrovert like myself, who
can walk into a room full of
people and start a conversa-
tion with a stranger. Intro-
verts may find it extreme-
ly draining and intimidating.
But all is not lost.

While it is impossible to
sleep as an introvert and
wake up as an extrovert, you
can start slowly; the easiest
way is to join various groups
with similar interests—gym,
jogging club, sports team,
professional society, book
club, Viccoba, to name but
a few. Start with a smaller
group and grow into it.

The old tricks of social
gestures like complimenting
someone’s outfit or a book
they are reading, introduc-
ing yourself first, and offer-
ing to help when you see
them struggling will help you
break the ice. Take it from
there. The more you meet
new people, the more you

build confidence. Sky is not
the limit.

Is networking overrat-
ed?

Experts agree that the most
connected people are often
the most successful since fre-
quent interaction with peo-
ple from different spheres of
life gives you a broader spec-
trum and open-mindedness.

Your  open-mindedness
and understanding teach
you to become better. If you
are an entrepreneur, net-
working provides support
and solutions and access
to new leads and markets.
Study shows that 65% of new
business comes from refer-
rals, and 92% of people trust
referrals from people they
know.

For those looking for ca-
reer growth, the burden is
on you to take control of
your career development in
today’s workforce. The more
people you meet and get to
know, the more people will
know you and vouch for you.
The notion of waiting until
one is in a career transition
to build relationships with
other professionals is out-
dated.

Quality over quantity

You do not have to network
with everyone. The size of
your network doesn’t matter
- it is the quality that counts.
Be intuitive to the relevance
of your networking choices.

Additionally, = remember
to keep the old connections
afloat. Calling, texting, email-
ing, or have coffee occasion-
ally. A birthday or Christmas
message will do. Recruit and
retain.

From today onwards, keep
the gadgets away whenever
you are in public and access
your networking opportuni-
ties. - Thank me later.
Godwin Jaha Semunyu is
a seasoned Marketer and
Head of Corporate Affairs
at NBC Bank (T). These are
his personal views. He can
be reached at: godwingo-
dizo@gmail.com
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Stanchart
wealth unit
assets rise to
Sh148 billion

NAIROBI

STANDARD Chartered Bank Kenya grew its as-
sets under management by 13 percent to Shi48
billion in 2022, helped by rising demand by Ken-
yans for alternative investments such as fixed in-
come and mutual funds offered on the platform.

The bank earned Sh4.26 billion from the wealth
unit during the year, up by 35 percent from Sh3.16
billion in 2021, highlighting the growing impor-
tance of the segment towards its non-funded in-
come, which was up 19.6 percent growth to Shi1.3
billion.

The growth points to an increasing number of
wealthy Kenyans who are turning to professional
fund managers to look after their money, banking
on professional expertise to cut risk and identify
the best investment options.

The shift has also been informed by the rela-
tively flat performance of other traditional asset
classes such as equities and property in recent
years due to factors such as Covid-19.

“People are diversifying, and are conscious that
they do not want to put all their funds say in a
fixed deposit or savings account ... we have seen
a balance between existing clients who have con-
tinued to grow their wealth, and also new ones
coming in,” said Standard Chartered Kenya chief
executive officer

The assets have grown at an annual compound
rate of 34 percent from Shi19 billion in 2016. Ex-
pansion of the wealth division offers StanChart an
opportunity to grow and diversify earnings, with
the business offering more stable revenue.

It also serves to build synergies with the bank-
ing operations, with the institution having catered
to affluent clients for decades. Last year, the lend-
er also introduced an online money market fund
known as SC Shilingi Fund, which has attracted
customers seeking investments of as low as Sh100.

The fund ended last year with assets under
management of Sh1.27 billion, with the lender
saying on Tuesday that 89 percent of those taking
it up are new to investing through such products.

These alternative products also reflect the drive
by banks to diversify their income mix beyond
the traditional lending business and to protect
their bottom line amid increased competition in
the sector.

In the year to December, Stanchart reported
that its net profit grew by 38 percent to Shi2.44
billion, driven by higher interest income and rev-
enue from foreign exchange trading.

NEW YORK

nian  subsidiaries
Uranex and Magnis Energy
Technologies signed a con-
tract with Tesla, to supply
between 17,500 tonnes and
35,000 tonnes per annum of
Anode Active Material (AAM)
by February 2025 from its Na-
chu Graphite project based in
Ruangwa district. The Guard-
ian Reporter spoke to PETER
TSEGAS (pictured right), the
Resident Director of Magnis
Energy on the economic im-
portance of the project to lo-
cal communities and the na-
tion at large.

Tell us about Uranex and
Magnis Energy Technologies

URANEX is a subsidiary
mining company fully owned
by Magnis Energy Technolo-
gies of Australia and its Na-
chu Graphite Project (NPG)
in Ruangwa District, Lindi Re-
gion will become a well-rec-
ognized world-class graphite
source.

What are Uranex’s main
activities in Tanzania?

The company is involved
in the exploration and min-
ing of graphite. It owns a 30
km2 SML with huge deposits,
of high purity graphite, in
the Nachu area in Ruangwa
district, in the Lindi region.
The company has been con-
ducting exploration activities
since 2013. It has moved onto
its construction phase now.

The resources of the Nachu
Graphite Project are expect-
ed to last 16 years, but more
exploration shows us that it
could last for the next 40
years. 230,000 tons of graph-
ite concentrate are expected
to be produced per year.

What are the expected
economic impacts of URA-
NEX in the country as a
whole?

The project will have enor-
mous benefits for Tanzania
since graphite is one of the
minerals of the future. Flake

AST month, Magnis
Energy  Technol-
ogy and its Tanza-
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graphite is the dominant an-
ode input for Electric Vehicle
Batteries, and the world is
on the transition to cleaner
sources of energy.

What is more, it will have
its economic and financial
benefits trickle down to sur-
rounding communities and
the country at large through
the provision of services and
products by Tanzanian com-
panies and local suppliers in
Ruangwa.

We are expecting the devel-
opment of the project to cre-
ate about 1,600 jobs locally,
mostly benefiting Tanzani-
ans.

It has been ten years
since the beginning of the
Nachu Graphite Project,
how has it been going?

First, we started with ex-
ploration activities after ac-
quiring all necessary licenses,
permits and approvals from
responsible government au-
thorities.

Despite the Covid pandem-
ic, things have evolved and
progressed. We are now in
the construction phase of the
project where the initial con-
struction works have begun.

The project has resulted
in land take and owners
losing their homes and
means of survival. How has
the compensation process
been?

The compensation process
went very smoothly. Most
of the 1,140 Project Affected
People have been compen-
sated, only a couple of them
remain. An independent
consultant was engaged to
ensure that the compensa-
tion process met Interna-
tional Standards (IFC PS 5 as
required by the World Bank).
Also, the Chief Government
Valuer was involved to en-
sure that the process was fair.

In the first phase, those
who will need to be resettled
are having better and high-
quality houses built for them.
In total, 59 houses are be-

ing built on 56 plots on land
purchased by Uranex. Those
houses will be handed over to
the PAP’s at the time of the re-
location. These will cater for
the people who have houses
in the SML.

The area is not heavily
populated, so few people had
permanent structures on the
site.

Resettlement has been
a major issue; how has it
been going?

As I said earlier, the area
was not heavily populated, so
it will be easy to relocate the
people to the Resettlement
village. In the next phases, we
are planning to provide so-
cial services such as schools,
health facilities, and market-
place amongst others.

In terms of job creation
and skills development,
how has the local commu-
nity benefited?

We have always endeav-
ored to provide jobs to peo-
ple in the surrounding local
communities when there
are openings. In terms of
skills development, we are
planning to provide train-
ing on farming activities and
additional activities such as
welding, mechanic, seam
stressing to enable the sur-
rounding community to pro-
vide services and products to
the project.

Also health and education
is a principal requirement for
the sustainability of the pro-
ject.

Locally, we have seen Ru-

angwa grow tremendously.
For instance, when the pro-
ject was starting we used to
receive basic supplies such
as meat, chicken and vegeta-
bles from as far as Dar es Sa-
laam, but now these products
are sourced from within the
surrounding communities.
Uranex is proud to have been
and will continue to be part
of that growth.

Tell us about measures to
control expected environ-
mental and social impacts
on the community?

During the development of
the project, we will strive to
use the cleanest source of en-
ergy available to reduce the
impact on the environment
and the surrounding com-
munities. We have engaged
discussions with the Tanza-
nia Petroleum Development
Corporation to construct
a 90-kilometre natural gas
pipeline from Mingoyo that
will supply us with gas for our
power plant.

We will also ensure that our
trucks are fitted with LNG en-
gines to reduce our carbon
footprint on the environ-
ment.

What is more, our process-
ing of graphite flakes does
not require the use of hazard-
ous and harsh chemicals, un-
like the processing of many
other minerals.

We will also try our best to
mitigate the emission of dust
in the areas surrounding the
SML.We have amining closure
plan, as per requirements of
the Tanzanian legal frame-
work, which will require us
to restore the area once the
project is completed.

Besides the Corporate
Social Responsibility (CSR)
in the Ruangwa District,
what other CSR activities
have URANEX done in the
country?

The Nachu Graphite Pro-
ject is yet to become fully
operational and thus our CSR
actions have mainly been
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Peter Tsegas: Nachu project to put
Tanzania on world’s graphite space

around Ruangwa District,
in the Lindi Region, but we
plan to roll out the activities
throughout the country once
we start the development of
the mine.

In Ruangwa District, we
have conducted various
activities in areas such as
education and health: We
constructed and renovated
schools and clinics, provided
science books for second-
ary schools, supported many
events like Women's Day
celebrations, etc. in the dis-
trict. We have spent nearly
250mn/- on such activities
since our establishment in
the region.

What are the main chal-
lenges that you're facing?

The main challenge we
faced is accessing finance
for the development of the
project due to several factors
including market demand
and there are many projects
across the world which are
looking for funding, it is a
very competitive world.

Of course there are infra-
structure challenges which
we are addressing and to-
gether with the government
seeking to build and upgrade
a lot of the existing infra-
structure.

Now that you have signed
a big contract with TES-
LA, what should we look
forward to in the Nachu
Graphite Project?

The deal comes at a critical
juncture for both companies
while Tanzania as a country
is set to benefit tremendously
in terms of investment, new
revenues, technology trans-
fer, and creation of well pay-
ing, high quality employment
to Tanzanians due to the in-
herent level of an extended
value chain.

Definitely exciting times
ahead as Tanzania gets rec-
ognition in the new graphite
space and markets by major
players in the green technol-
ogy industry.

Regional bank bosses grab ‘bargain’ stocks from SBV turmoil

BANKING&FINANCE

Regional bank leaders are snapping
up shares of their companies’ stocks,
taking advantage of a selloff fueled by
the fallout from Silicon Valley Bank’s
collapse.

More than 100 executives at lenders
across the US, including PacWest Ban-
corp, Metropolitan Bank Holding Corp.
and CVB Financial Corp., spent at least
$13.9 million combined boosting their
stakes, according to data compiled by
Bloomberg. Most of the transactions
took place in the past few days.

Pershing Square Capital Manage-
ments Bill Ackman on Monday de-
scribed the stocks as an “incredible
bargain,” with the KBW Regional Bank-
ing Index slumping 20 percent for the
month through yesterday’s close.

Many of the trades are already turn-
ing a profit as regional bank stocks
rallied on Tuesday to erase part of the
earlier rout.

That includes the $1 million invest-
ment for Phillip D. Green, chief execu-
tive officer of Cullen/Frost Bankers
Inc., who made one the biggest dis-
closed bets. Green bought 9,500 shares
of the Texas-based company for about
$106.60, according to a regulatory fil-
ing. The stock closed Tuesday at $111.52,
up about 4.6 percent from that price.

Green’s purchases were to show
confidence in the firm and as a “sign
of support,” said Bill Day, a spokesper-
son for Cullen/Frost.

East West Bancorp Inc. Chief Finan-
cial Officer Irene Oh bought nearly
$500,000 worth of stock on Monday,
according to a filing. The Pasadena,
California-based lender released a
statement earlier that day reiterating
its capital and balance sheet strength.

“Irene Oh’s purchase is a strong sig-
nal about the strength of EWBC and
the quality of our franchise,” Julianna
Balicka, the firm’s director of investor
relations and corporate finance, said
in an email. “The selloff in bank stocks
created a compelling entry point to
buy.”

Jay Sidhu, chairman of Custom-
ers Bancorp Inc., picked up about
$500,000 of the crypto-friendly

bank’s stock on Monday, while Presi-
dent Sam Sidhu bought more than
$100,000 worth on Tuesday, accord-
ing to a filing.

“Clearly, we have strong conviction
in the organization,” Sam Sidhu said
by phone.

Metropolitan Bank Holding Corp.
CEO Mark DeFazio also added shares,
buying about $500,000 worth
through indirect ownership. Multiple

members of the New York-based lend-
er’s board also made purchases.

“I view these transactions as oppor-
tunistic following yesterday’s signifi-
cant selloff and these purchases also
express a vote of confidence in their
firms,” Wedbush analyst David Chia-
verini said in an email.

Monday filings also showed PacWest
CEO Paul Taylor bought about
$500,000 worth of shares on Thurs-
day at an average price of $22.20 per
share. After plunging Friday and Mon-
day, the stock gained 34 percent to
close at $13.05 on Tuesday.

“It’s pretty rare to see that many in-
siders step in,” Bruce Cox, founder of
the Harrington Alpha Fund, said by
phone. His firm took a long position
in PacWest last week amid the sell-off,
and added to it on Monday.

The relative strength index for the
KBW Bank Index and its regional
counterpart flashed their most over-
sold signal in two decades on Monday.

“Regional bank shares are climbing
higher as if there’s an “all clear’ signal,”
LPL Financial Chief Global Strate-
gist Quincy Krosby said. “Questions
remain whether there are risks still
embedded on balance sheets, particu-
larly if depositors continue to demand
funds.”
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Blinken meets Ethiopian

govt leaders

ADDIS ABABA

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
met Ethiopia’s foreign minister in Addis
Ababa on Wednesday, as their two gov-
ernments look to repair relations follow-
ing friction over the two-year civil war in
the Tigray region.

Blinken, who began his talks with For-
eign Minister Demeke Mekonnen with a
coffee ceremony, was also due to meet
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed and lead-
ers of the Tigrayan forces that battled
the federal government in the war in the
northern region.

He will then head to the West African
nation of Niger on Thursday, which has
been confronting a growing Islamist
insurgency. “There is a lot to be done.
Probably the most important thing is to
deepen the peace that has taken hold in
the north,” Blinken told reporters.

“We have longstanding relations and it

torepair ties

is time to revitalize them and move for-
ward,” Demeke said.

Blinken’s trip is the latest in a series of
visits to Africa by senior US officials as
the Biden administration looks to rein-
force ties with the continent.

The United States was outspoken in its
criticism of alleged atrocities by Ethio-
pian forces and allied fighters from Er-
itrea and the Amhara region during the
Tigray war, in which tens of thousands
of people were killed before a peace ac-
cord was reached last November.

The US government imposed wide-
ranging restrictions on economic and
security assistance to Ethiopia and cut
access to the US African Growth and Op-
portunity Act, a duty-free trade program
that has been a boon for the country’s
textile sector.

Ethiopia, Africa’s second most popu-
lous nation and a traditional US ally in
East Africa, accused Washington of med-

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken (second left) meets Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Demeke Mekonnen in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, yesterday. (PHOTO / AP)

dling in its internal affairs and threatened to
reassess the bilateral relationship.

It has denied the most serious allegations of
human rights violations during in the war.

In a press briefing this week, Assistant Sec-
retary for African Affairs Molly Phee said get-
ting US relations with Ethiopia back to normal
would require additional steps by the govern-
ment to “break the cycle of ethnic political
violence”.

Ethiopia is also looking to restructure its
debt and secure an International Monetary
Fund loan, which the state finance minister
said last year was being delayed in part by the
Tigray war.

While the peace deal has allowed humani-
tarian aid to flow into Tigray, needs remain

immense after the conflict left hundreds of
thousands facing starvation.

Allegation of abuses, especially sexual vio-
lence, have persisted after the deal was signed,
according to rights groups and humanitarian
workers in the region.

Eritrean troops remain in several border
areas while militia from the neighboring Am-
hara region occupy large areas of territory in
contested parts of western and southern Ti-
gray, humanitarian workers said.

Eritrea’s government spokesperson has not
responded to requests for comment about
the matter. A spokesperson for the Amhara
regional government said it and the people
of Amhara were “always ready to co-operate
with peace deal process and activities”.

Diplomat says West will continue

to speculate on grain deal

MOSCOwW

THE West will continue to speculate on the grain deal
topic because manipulations and provocations are part
of its political culture, Russian Foreign Ministry Spokes-
woman Maria Zakharova said.

“Of course, undoubtedly,” she said on Sputnik Radio
yesterday.

“They cannot do otherwise. All these manipulations,
speculations, provocations are part of their political cul-
ture, which, unfortunately, has completely replaced ev-
erything else: diplomacy, legality, law, even, probably,
some pragmatism,” Zakharova said, noting that Western
fabricators continued to pass off the non-existent as real-
ity.

On Monday, the Russian delegation led by Deputy For-
eign Minister Vershinin held talks with the UN, represent-
ed by Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNC-
TAD) and Martin Griffiths, UN Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordina-
tor.

The Russian senior diplomat told reporters after the
meeting that Moscow was not against extending the grain
deal after March 18, but only for 60 days, not for 120 days
as in November 2022.

According to him, this term is sufficient to make prog-
ress in the implementation of the Russia-UN memoran-
dum on food and fertilizer access to global markets.

Agencies

China backs Horn of Africa nations to settle matters on own

ADDIS ABABA

CHINA supports countries
in the Horn of Africa to inde-
pendently resolve differences
through dialogue and consulta-
tion to promote lasting peace and
stability in the region, said Xue
Bing, Special Envoy for the Horn
of Africa Affairs of the Chinese
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

The special envoy made the re-
marks Tuesday while addressing
members of the press here. He
was asked about the recent posi-
tive outcomes of talks between
Saudi Arabia and Iran in Beijing,
its takeaways for the Horn of Af-
rica and the progress of the Chi-
na-proposed “Outlook on Peace
and Development in the Horn of
Africa.”

China believes that the key to
achieving long-term stability, de-
velopment and prosperity in the
Horn of Africa is to eliminate geo-
political games originating from
outside the region and focus on
the triple challenges of security,

development and governance in
the region, he said.

Xue said with concerted efforts
of all parties concerned, the talks
between Saudi Arabia and Iran
in Beijing produced major out-
comes. He said Saudi Arabia and
Iran have identified a roadmap
and timeline for improving their
relations, which provided a solid
foundation for their cooperation
and turned a new page in their
bilateral relations.

He said dialogue and the agree-
ment set an excellent example of
how countries in the region can
resolve disputes and differences
and achieve good neighborliness
and friendship through dialogue
and consultation.

Noting that the China-proposed
outlook has received a strong re-
sponse and broad support from
countries in the region, Xue said
over the past year, China has
worked with regional countries
to promote early outcomes of the
outlook.

He said the first Horn of Africa

Chinese Foreign Minister Qin Gang (left) and Ethiopian Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Demeke Mekonnen (right) attend a press conference after
their talks in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on Jan 10, 2023. (PHOTO / XINHUA)

Peace Conference adopted a joint
statement and an action plan,
embodying many vital points of
consensus on independently re-
solving regional issues through
dialogue and negotiation and ac-
celerating regional integration.
Recalling Chinese Foreign Min-
ister Qin Gang’s recent visit to

Ethiopia, the special envoy said
Qin had reaffirmed the willing-
ness and determination of the
outlook to seek strength through
unity to achieve development
and prosperity.

Xue said that China included
the outlook in the Global Security
Initiative Concept Paper and clar-

ified that it would actively imple-
ment it by supporting the peace
conference’s institutionalization
and creating cooperation demon-
stration projects.

He further affirmed China’s
readiness to work with countries
in the region to contribute to
peaceful regional development
and build a closer China-Africa
community with a shared future
by implementing the outlook.

“We respect the stature of peo-
ple in various regions and coun-
tries as the masters of their own
and oppose geopolitical competi-
tion by external forces. China has
no intention to and will not seek
to fill the so-called vacuum or put
up exclusive blocs,” Xue added.

Stressing that China has no
self-interest in the Middle East,
the Horn of Africa or any other
region, Xue said China would
promote security and stability, be
a partner for development and
prosperity, and support the Horn
of Africa’s development through
solidarity. Xinhua

Cyclone Freddy Kkills more than 200 in southern Africa

BLANTYRE/MAPUTO

TROPICAL Cyclone Freddy has continued
to cause devastation in the southern African
region as the death toll from disasters such as
flash floods and mudslides continues to rise.

In Malawi, where the impact of the cyclone
looks the most severe, the death toll has risen
to 190 as more bodies were recovered Tues-
day following the damages caused by tropical
cyclone Freddy, which has now affected 12
districts and cities in the southern African na-
tion, according to the country’s Department
of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA).

The DoDMA made the announcement in
its Tuesday afternoon update, with commis-
sioner Charles Kalemba saying 158 people
have died in Blantyre, the country’s commer-
cial city, alone.

The tropical cyclone started to impact Ma-
lawi Monday after it entered the province of

Zambezia in Mozambique Friday, causing
flooding, mudslides and strong winds dam-
ages in Malawi’s 12 districts and cities.

According to the DoDMA, nationwide, 584
people have been injured and 37 people re-
ported missing, including three soldiers on
a rescue team after their boat hit a tree and
capsized.

The updated report also said about 58,946
people have been affected, with approxi-
mately 19,371 of them displaced.

Fifty-seven camps have been set up to
accommodate the displaced as rescue op-
erations continue in the affected areas. Mean-
while, the government has extended the sus-
pension of schools in the affected districts to
March 17.

President Lazarus Chakwera cut short his
visit to South Africa where he transited from
the 5th UN Conference on the Least Devel-
oped Countries in Doha, Qatar, and returned

to Malawi on Tuesday.

Upon arrival at the Kamuzu International
Airport, the Malawi leader described Cyclone
Freddy’s impact as “saddening” and said he
would visit the affected areas and people.
Teams comprising staff from the Malawi De-
fense Force, Malawi Police Service, Marine
Department and Malawi Red Cross Society
have been deployed to carry out rescue op-
erations in the affected districts.

In Mozambique, Malawi’s neighbor, at
least 10 people have also been killed and 13
others injured during the second-time pas-
sage of tropical cyclone Freddy through cen-
tral Mozambique over the weekend, said an
official from the National Institute of Disaster
Risk Management and Reduction (INGD) on
Tuesday.

Speaking to the press in Quelimane, the
capital of central Mozambique’s Zambe-
zia Province, the INGD delegate Nelson

Ludovico said that more than 22,000 people
have been received in 35 temporary shelters
and the total number of those affected could
be much higher.”We have 832 houses that
were completely destroyed, and 1,050 houses
damaged.

We have 14 health units, partially or totally
destroyed and we have nine impassable road
sections,” said Ludovico.

According to a report by Mozambique’s
state news agency AIM, the national elec-
tricity company EDM said Monday that the
number of people deprived of electricity in
Zambezia, Manica and Sofala provinces has
risen to 116,000.

The EDM has teams working on the ground
torestore the electricity supply, but the major
obstacle faced by them is the flooding caused
by cyclone Freddy, which has made parts of
Quelimane inaccessible, said the AIM report.

Xinhua

0Oil prices drop to 3-month low on US
banking turmoil, inflation worries

NEW YORK

OIL prices nosedived on Tuesday, as U.S. bank failures
and still hot inflation readings raised concerns about re-
cession risks.

The West Texas Intermediate (WTI) for April delivery
shed 3.47 U.S. dollars, or 4.64 percent, to settle at 71.33 dol-
lars a barrel on the New York Mercantile Exchange.

Brent crude for May delivery lost 3.32 dollars, or 4.11
percent, to close at 77.45 dollars a barrel on the London
ICE Futures Exchange.Both the WTI and Brent saw the
lowest close for a front-month contract since Dec. 9, ac-
cording to Dow Jones Market Data.

On Monday, the U.S. crude benchmark dipped 2.45 per-
cent, while Brent slid 2.43 percent.The oil weakness came
as traders were worried that U.S. regional banks’ prob-
lems may have a negative impact on demand for oil.

“The oil market is acting like a recession is inevitable
or at the very least, we are seeing serious deleveraging of
oil contracts,” Phil Flynn, senior analyst at The PRICE Fu-
tures Group, said in a note on Tuesday.

”The Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) bank failure and fears of
contagion are still raging even as stocks find some stabil-
ity,” he said.

U.S. regulators closed California’s SVB on Friday, after
the tech-focused lender reported huge losses from securi-
ties sales, triggering a run on the bank’s deposits.

The SVB collapse is the largest bank failure since the
collapse of U.S. savings and loan association Washington
Mutual in 2008, and was quickly followed by the closure
of crypto sector lender Signature Bank on Sunday.

The failure of SVB and Signature Bank has raised con-
cerns over potential losses on the bond holdings of other
U.S. banks, many of which invested heavily in long-dura-
tion Treasuries following an influx of deposits during the
pandemic.

The value of these securities has fallen as the Federal
Reserve has raised rates.Also weighing on the oil market
was a key U.S. inflation reportThe U.S. consumer price
index (CPI) rose 0.4 percent in February, putting the an-
nual rate at 6 percent, the Labor Department reported on
Tuesday.

The readings were in line with market expectations.The
core CPI, which excludes food and energy, rose 0.5 per-
cent in February, above the 0.4 percent consensus, for an
annual increase of 5.5 percent.

The report continued to show persistent inflation, like-
ly to keep the Fed on track for another interest rate hike
next week despite current banking scares, experts noted.
Traders also looked ahead to data on U.S. fuel inventories
as the U.S. Energy Information Administration will release
its weekly petroleum status report on Wednesday.

Analysts surveyed by The Wall Street Journal expect
the publication to show a climb of 100,000 barrels in U.S.
crude-oil stockpiles for the week ending March 10.

The Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) bank
failure and fears of contagion are
still raging even as stocks find some
stability

Courtyard economy thrives, contributes to rural vitalisation

RUZ, a resident in Shufu county,
northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur au-
tonomous region, has his “masterpiece”
--a vibrant courtyard where fruit scents
arise all year round.

He always invites his neighbors to visit
his courtyard.

Ruz’s courtyard, which hides behind a
gigantic tree, is small but is neatly packed
with plant pots and a mini parterre
grown with flowers, medicinal herbs
and green vegetables. In the backyard,
there are grape trellises, apricot trees
and peach trees, as well as a sheepfold
and a cowshed.

“This small courtyard supplies my
family with fruits and vegetables. I also

earn some extra income through the
beef and mutton business. The medici-
nal herbs are said to have a high eco-
nomic return as well,” said Ruz, who
does farm work during the agricultural
season and often manages the courtyard
when he’s not busy farming.

Small courtyards play an important
role in China’s economic development.
When idle land resources are revital-
ized, “micro economic units” engaged
in various sectors speed up China’s rural
vitalization.

Courtyard economy was included in
China’s “No. 1 central document” for the
first time this year. The document en-
courages all farmers in regions that have

shaken off poverty to develop a court-
yard economy if conditions allow.

Generally speaking, courtyard econ-
omy is a business form in which rural
families carry out small-scale agricultur-
al production at home or in surrounding
areas for self-sufficiency or commercial
profits. It is a part of the agricultural
economy.

According to statistics from the Minis-
try of Human Resources and Social Se-
curity, 32.78 million people across China
who had previously been impoverished
were employed last year, an increase
of 1.33 million people year-on-year. For
those who have no opportunities to se-
cure a job, courtyard economy remains

a good choice.

He Anhua, a researcher of the Re-
search Center for Rural Economy under
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural
Affairs (MARA), believes that courtyard
economy is beneficial for multiple par-
ties. He explained that it not only helps
activate idle resources and gains extra
income for rural families but also beauti-
fies the countryside and rural residents’
living environment. In addition, devel-
oping featured industries under court-
yard economy will help counties foster
new growth drivers and reinforce the
national foundation in food security.

There are many examples of “a hole
in the wall” turning into a “gravy train”

across China. In northwest China’s
Ningxia Hui autonomous region, villag-
ers grow non-timber trees around their
courtyards as decoration and an extra
source of income.

In Delingha, northwest China’s Qin-
ghai province, farmers are developing
featured breeding in their courtyards.

In Huayuan county, central China’s
Hunan province, B&B hotels, agritain-
ment facilities and cultural activities are
boosting local tourism.

According to relevant policies that
have drawn a blueprint for the future
development of courtyard economy,
featured crop farming and breeding will
remain a focus of courtyard economy,

such as “micro” tea gardens, vegetable
farms, orchards and fungi gardens,
which satisfy the consumption demand
of cities. Featured handicraft businesses
will be developed, including intangible
cultural relics workshop, home-based
factories and manual workshops.

Leisure tourism is also a direction in
which courtyard economy will be devel-
oped. More featured B&B hotels, agrit-
ainment facilities and fruit picking farms
will be built.

Besides, a batch of e-commerce sales
centers, livestream commerce centers
and express delivery centers will be built
inrural areas so as to expand the income
of rural households. People’s Daily
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IQAir survey: Pakistan's Lahore How China contributed to global anti-COVID fight, economic recovery

ranked most polluted city

NEW DELHI

LAHORE in Pakistan jumped more than 10 places to
become the city with the worst air in the world in 2022,
according to an annual global survey by a Swiss maker
of air purifiers.

The report published on Tuesday by IQAir also said
that Chad in central Africa had replaced Bangladesh as
the country with the most polluted air last year.

IQAir measures air quality levels based on the con-
centration of lung-damaging airborne particles known
as PM2.5. Its annual survey is widely cited by research-
ers and government organizations.

Lahore’s air quality worsened to 974 micrograms of
PM2.5 particles per cubic meter from 86.5 in 2021, mak-
ing it the most polluted city globally.

India’s Bhiwadi, on Delhi’s outskirts had pollution lev-
els at 92.7, and Delhi followed close behind at 92.6.

The World Health Organization (WHO) recommends
a maximum PM2.5 concentration of 5 micrograms per
cubic meter.

While Chad had an average level of 89.7, Iraq, which
had the second most polluted air for a country, aver-
aged 80.1.

Pakistan, which had two of the five cities with the
worst air in 2022, stood third in the country-wide rank-
ing at 70.9, followed by Bahrain at 66.6.

Bangladesh’s air quality improved from 2021, when it
was tagged as the country with the worst air. It is ranked
fifth in the latest report, with PM2.5 levels coming down
to 65.8 from 76.9.

India has some of the most polluted cities in the
world, but ranked eighth in the latest report, with
PM2.5 levels at 53.3.

The report said India and Pakistan experienced the
worst air quality in the Central and South Asian region,
where nearly 60 percent of the population lives in areas
where the concentration of PM2.5 particles is at least
seven times higher than WHO’s recommended levels.

It said one in 10 people globally were living in an area
where air pollution poses a threat to health.

The US Pacific territory Guam had cleaner air than
any country, with a PM2.5 concentration of 1.3, while
Canberra had the cleanest air for a capital city, with 2.8.

The index was prepared using data from more than
30,000 air quality monitors in more than 7,300 loca-
tions in 131 countries, territories and regions.

More than 2,000 Afghan
evacuees in detention in UAE

WASHINGTON

HUMAN Rights Watch yesterday accused Emirati
authorities of arbitrarily detaining for more than 15
months as many as 2,700 Afghan evacuees who have no
legal pathways to refugee status or resettlement else-
where.

Many of those housed in Emirates Humanitarian City
are suffering from depression and other psychological
ailments, have no access to legal counsel, and have in-
adequate educational services for their children, a Hu-
man Rights Watch report said.

“Living conditions have also deteriorated significant-
ly, with detainees describing overcrowding, decay of in-
frastructure, and insect infestations,” the report said of
the facility in Abu Dhabi.

The report said Human Rights Watch received no re-
sponses to requests for comment from the UAE minis-
tries of interior and foreign affairs.

The US State Department office that handles the relo-
cation of Afghans told the group in a letter that the US
commitment to resettling eligible Afghans - including
those in Emirates Humanitarian City - is an “enduring
one”, the report said.

Emirati officials previously have said the UAE of-
fered to temporarily host thousands of Afghan refugees
evacuated after the Taliban takeover of Kabul in August
2021.

The UAE, they have said, was committed to ensuring
Afghan evacuees lived in safety, security and dignity,
and Abu Dhabi was working with the US embassy to re-
settle them.

Private evacuation groups and the Emirati military
flew thousands of Afghans into the UAE during the
chaotic US withdrawal from Afghanistan that ended
20 years of war. Several private groups continued char-
tered evacuation flights after the US departure.

The evacuees were housed in Emirates Humanitarian
City and Tasameem Workers City - apartment complex-
es converted into refugee housing - and many eventu-
ally were cleared for resettlement in the United States,
Canada and other countries.

Between 2,500 and 2,700 Afghans, however, did not
qualify for resettlement elsewhere and as of January re-
mained in what the report called “arbitrary detention”.

“Emirati authorities have kept thousands of Af-
ghan asylum seekers locked up for over 15 months in
cramped, miserable conditions with no hope of prog-
ress on their cases,” said Joey Shea, Human Rights
Watch’s UAE researcher.

Sixteen Afghans interviewed late last year by the
group said they could not freely leave the site, with se-
curity guards or minders watching them closely on hos-
pital visits and during the only shopping mall visit they
have been permitted. The report said Emirati authori-
ties are not abiding by international law and UN guide-
lines for dealing with asylum seekers and migrants,
making their detention “arbitrary”.

The UAE is not a party to the UN Refugee Convention.

Human Rights Watch called on the UAE to immedi-
ately release the Afghans, allow them access to “fair and
individualized” processing to determine their refugee
status and protection requirements, and permit them
to live where they want until their cases are resolved.

The organization urged the State Department to use
its leverage to win the release of the Afghans and ex-
pedite any applications for asylum or humanitarian pa-
role. Agencies

BEIJING

THE world community recently marked three years since the
World Health Organization (WHO) called the COVID-19 outbreak
a pandemic.

Global observers said that over the years China, from saving
lives to minimizing the impact on people’s daily life, has succeed-
ed in balancing the fight against COVID-19 with economic and
social development, enabling the country to continue serving as
an engine for the global economy.

By assisting other countries in fighting the pandemic and
calling for concerted efforts to build a global community of
health for all, China has also made significant contributions to
global health governance, they said.

PEOPLE-CENTERED PHILOSOPHY

China has succeeded in fighting COVID-19, said Magdy al-
Dahshan, former vice dean of the Faculty of Medicine of Egypt’s
Al-Azhar University. “The huge population of China was a chal-
lenge, but China has taken strong and precautionary measures
in order to protect its people.”

According to data released by the WHO, as of March 1, there
are more than 758 million confirmed cases and more than 6.85
million COVID-related deaths in the world. China is among the
countries with the lowest rates of severe illness and mortality.

Over the past three years, China has been adjusting its ep-
idemic response in light of the evolving situation. It has also
invested heavily to expand its treatment capacity and ensure
medical supplies in the country’s less-developed rural areas.
Hospitals spared no effort in treating the elderly and other vul-
nerable people.

Beyond its border, China has supplied aid to other coun-
tries and shared its experience in battling the coronavirus. So
far, it has provided anti-pandemic supplies to 153 countries and
15 international organizations and co-hosted more than 300
exchange activities on epidemic prevention and control and
medical treatment with over 180 countries and regions and
more than 10 international institutions.

“The Chinese government has been extremely consistent
with its people-centered principle in its fight against COVID-19.
Its main goal has been to preserve every life,” said Eduardo Re-
galado, a researcher at the International Policy Research Cen-
ter of Cuba.

A BOOSTER TO WORLD ECONOMY
In the last three years, China has effectively coordinated
epidemic response with economic and social development,
with an average economic growth of 4.5 percent from 2020 to
2022, outpacing the world average of around 2 percent. It has
reinforced its status as an engine for the global economy.
According to a survey by the China Council for the Promo-
tion of International Trade, 99.4 percent of foreign enterprises
surveyed are confident about China’s economic prospects in
2023.

Photo taken on March 29, 2022 shows packages of Sinovac COVID-19 vaccine at the Phnom Penh
International Airport in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. (Photo by Ly Lay/Xinhua)

Fund said in an update to its World Eco-
nomic Outlook report.

Despite the pandemic, China’s GDP
reached a record high of 121 trillion yuan
(17.5 trillion U.S. dollars) in 2022 after the
country broke the thresholds of 100 trillion
yuan in 2020 and 110 trillion yuan in 2021,
according to official data.

Khairy Tourk, professor of economics
with the Stuart School of Business at the II-
linois Institute of Technology in Chicago,
hailed China’s COVID-19 policies which have
saved millions of lives as a significant factor
behind the revival of the Chinese economy.

“You have healthy workers coming back
to work in factories, healthy environment.
The COVID-19 policies were the best proof
that it is good to have short-term pain for
long-term gain,” he said.

Meanwhile, international investment
banks and financial institutions generally
believe that China will continue to be the
“engine” and “stabilizer” driving the recov-
ery of the world economy.

According to the General Administra-
tion of Customs, China’s total goods trade
reached a record 42.07 trillion yuan (6.2 tril-
lion dollars) in 2022, up 7.7 percent year on
year, topping the world for six consecutive
years. Exports rose 10.5 percent to 23.97 tril-
lion yuan (3.5 trillion dollars), and imports
rose 4.3 percent to 18.1 trillion yuan (2.6 tril-
lion dollars).

Describing China as one of the largest

that after optimizing the COVID-19 policy,
China will help resist the global economic
downturn with its rapid development.

China’s contributions were reflected in
its stable production and robust exports
that had supported a global economic re-
covery on the supply side and through
sound macroeconomic policies conducive
to the country’s steady economic growth
and the world, said Liang Guoyong, a senior
economist of the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development.

FOR GLOBAL HEALTH, WELFARE

In a phone conversation with Ma Xiao-
wei, director of China’s National Health
Commission in mid-January, WHO Direc-
tor-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
commended China’s efforts to cope with
COVID-19 and thanked China for maintain-
ing long-term technical exchanges and
sharing epidemiological information and
data with the WHO.

The two sides agreed to continue to
strengthen technical exchanges and coop-
eration on epidemiological response and
work together to protect global health se-
curity.

Since the onset of the pandemic, China
has been calling for solidarity with the in-
ternational community. The country has
firmly advanced international cooperation
against COVID-19, calling for building a glob-
al community of health for all.

WHO and countries across
the world. China was the
first to identify the pathogen
and publicize key informa-
tion including the genome
sequencing of the virus. It
also set up a technical ex-
change mechanism with the
WHO.

Chinais also the first coun-
try to propose COVID-19 vac-
cines as a global public good,
support vaccine intellectual
property rights exemption,
and champion cooperation
on vaccine production with
developing countries, which
has injected strong impetus
into bridging the global im-
munization gap.

During the pandemic,
vaccine inequity jeopar-
dized global efforts in fight-
ing the virus, said Romina
Sudack, a member of the
Study Group on China and
Argentina of the National
University of Rosario.

However, China has pro-
vided millions of doses of
vaccines to other countries,
which have been the most
readily available vaccines
for people in developing
nations, she said, stressing
that China has been imple-
menting the vision of a com-
munity with a shared future
for mankind with concrete
actions.

“I have been impressed
by China’s active participa-
tion in promoting global
health with a shared future.
Chinese leadership under
President Xi Jinping has fo-
cused on pursuing the great-
er good and shared interests
across the world, which
has boosted China’s efforts
in maintaining good coop-
eration in global health,”
said Emery Nzirabatinya, a
Rwandan international rela-

“Growth in China is projected to rise to 5.2 percent in 2023,
reflecting improving mobility,” the International Monetary

driving forces of the global economy, Rus-
sian Finance Minister Anton Siluanov said

In the past three years, China has been
sharing COVID-19 information with the

tions expert.
Xinhua

China lauded for its constructive role in promoting Russian ambassador
resumption of ties between Saudi Arabia, [ran

CHINA, Saudi Arabia and Iran recently
reached an agreement in Beijing and re-
leased a joint statement announcing that
Saudi Arabia and Iran have agreed to re-
establish diplomatic relations.

This dialogue marked a successful prac-
tice of the Global Security Initiative, and
the reconciliation between the two ma-
jor countries in the Middle East has been
welcomed by the international society. It
is believed that China has played a con-
structive role in well managing today’s
international hotspot issues.

The United Nations spokesman Stepha-
ne Dujarric applauded the agreement and
praised China’s role in the process, saying
“good neighborly relations” between Iran
and Saudi Arabia are “essential” for the
stability of the Gulf region.

The Arab Parliament noted the agree-
ment not only helps recover stability and
solve crises in the Middle East but also is
conducive to safeguarding peace for all
people in the world.

Saudi Arabian Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud said on social
media that Saudi Arabia supports seeking
political settlements and dialogues. He
noted that countries in the region have
a shared future and common interests,
which makes it necessary for them to join
together to build a model of prosperity
and stability for their peoples to enjoy.

“Clearing up the misunderstandings
and looking to the future in Tehran-Ri-
yadh relations will definitely lead to the
development of regional stability and se-
curity and expansion of cooperation,” said
Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Secu-
rity Council Ali Shamkhani.

He appreciated China’s constructive role
in supporting the development of relations
between the two countries.

Pakistani Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari called the resumption of diplomatic
ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia “fantas-
tic news.”

Asahost ofthe dialogue, China has always
played a constructive role in promoting the
settlement of international issues and won
trust and recognition from relevant coun-
tries, he noted, adding that China’s efforts
are laudable and the country has demon-
strated its leadership role in resolving dis-
putes and encouraging solidarity.

Lebanese Foreign Minister Abdallah Bou
Habib said Saudi Arabia and Iran’s agree-
ment to resume diplomatic relations will
exert positive impacts on the region. He

On March 10, 2023, a joint trilateral statement was signed by the People’s
Republic of China, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the Islamic Republic
of Iran. (Photo courtesy of China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

called on Arabs to engage in an Arab-Iranian dialogue based on re-
spect for the sovereignty of states, non-interference in their inter-
nal affairs, and good neighborliness. He also hailed China and other
countries for their efforts on related issues.

Iragi Prime Minister’s Media Office said in a statement that the
agreement between Saudi Arabia and Iran will promote harmony
among Islamic countries, contribute to regional peace and stability
and create more opportunities for regional development and pros-
perity.

Yemeni government said constructive dialogues and peace talks
are the best approach to settling disputes and promoting peace for
regional countries. It is hoped that the agreement between Saudi
Arabia and Iran can alleviate tensions in the Middle East and help the
region achieve stability and peace at an early date.

Member of the Egyptian Council for Foreign Affairs Diya Alhelmy
said the agreement between Saudi Arabia and Iran demonstrates
China’s wisdom and major country responsibility, adding that it
has set a good example of settling disputes through peaceful means
and made positive and admirable contributions to solving regional
hotspot issues.

Hani Farid Wofaa, editor-in-chief of the Saudi Arabian newspaper
Al Riyadh, said dialogues are the best approach to responding to the
concerns of all relevant parties, and Saudi Arabia and Iran’s decision
to resume diplomatic relations was in response to China’s initiative
for developing good neighborly relations between the two countries.

Respecting the sovereignty of states and not interfering in the in-
ternal affairs of states remains an important principle that must be
upheld by the two countries in resuming ties, and their resumption
of diplomatic relations will surely place positive impacts on the sta-
bility of their own, of the region, and of the world at large, the editor-
in-chief added.

Professor Seyed Mohammad Marandi with the University of Teh-
ran said China has played a constructive role in promoting the re-
sumption of diplomatic ties between Iran and Saudi Arabia. China’s
active mediation brings countries closer and contributes to re-
gional security and stability, he noted, adding that dialogues are
conducive to promoting peace, stability and people’s wellbeing.

People’s Daily

views US drone’s Black
Sea flight as provocation

WASHINGTON

THE reconnaissance mission
of the MQ-9 unmanned aerial ve-
hicle (UAV) of the United States
above the Black Sea was a provo-
cation, Russian Ambassador to
the US Anatoly Antonov has said.

“The aircraft was flying with its
transponders off, and it entered
the zone of the special military
operation.

It [the information about the
zone] was made public via inter-
national channels. We, Russia,
have warned everyone about it.
I think this was a real provoca-
tion,” he told reporters after con-
sultations at the US Department
of State, where the diplomat was
invited over the incident.

“They provoked us to take a
certain action, which would al-
low them to accuse Russia and
the Russian military of being non-
professional,” the Russian diplo-
mat said, answering to a question
from TASS.

In Antonov’s words, US Assis-
tant Secretary of State for Euro-
pean and Eurasian Affairs Karen
Donfried expressed US concerns
over the incident during these
consultations.

“The US side has voiced its pro-
test over what they described
as unprofessional actions of the
Russian side,” the diplomat said.

When asked whether it was
the first incident in which a US
aircraft was spotted near the Rus-
sian border, flying with its tran-
sponders turned off, the ambas-
sador said the question should be
referred to “our colleagues from
the Defense Ministry.”

He reaffirmed that the Russian
fighter jets did not use weapons
against the US aircraft.

“I would like to stress that Rus-
sian pilots acted in a very profes-
sional manner. There was no con-
tact, no use of weapons on the
part of our fighter jets,” Antonov
added.

Earlier, the Russian Defense

Ministry said that Russian air-
space control systems have
detected an American MQ-9
unmanned aerial vehicle on
Tuesday, flying over the Black
Sea near the Crimean Peninsula
towards the state border of the
Russian Federation. The drone
flew with its transponders off,
violating the boundaries of the
temporary airspace regime es-
tablished for the special military
operation, communicated to all
users of international airspace,
and published in accordance
with international standards.

The ministry added that as a
result of quick maneuvering, the
drone went into an unguided
flight with a loss of altitude and
collided with the water surface.
The ministry stressed that the
Russian aircraft did not use on-
board weapons, did not come
into contact with the unmanned
aerial vehicle, and returned safe-
ly to their home airfield.

MQ-9 Reaper is a modular
reconnaissance and strike un-
manned aerial vehicle developed
by General Atomics Aeronautical
Systems. It is equipped with a tur-
boprop engine and can develop a
speed of more than 400 kilome-
ter per hour.

The maximal flight duration is
24 hours. The drone is capable
of carrying air-to-surface and air-
to-air missiles, and laser-guided
bombs.
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The winners and losers from Taifa
Stars’ AFCON Qualifiers’ squad

By Correspondent Michael
Mwebe

AIFA Stars head coach

Adel Amrouche has

made his 3l-man

squad for the 2023 Af-
rican Cup of Nations Qualifiers
double-header against Uganda
public.

The national side has unsur-
prisingly thrown up praise, de-
bate, and criticism left right, and
center.

A healthy mix of experienced
heads and youngsters will be
involved for Taifa Stars as they
look to retain hope of qualifying
for the 34 edition of the African
Cup of Nations finals in Ivory
Coast next year.

Here, The Guardian takes a
look at the winners and losers
from Amrouche’s first squad as
Tanzania ahead of the back-to-
back games later this month.

Winner - Bakari Mwamny-
eto

The signs were not good for
Bakari Mwamnyeto when he
was left out of the national squad
for the October friendlies after a
drop in form for his club, Young
Africans, alias Yanga.

It was a telling omission, hav-
ing been an important member
of the group since making his de-
but in 2020.

A much-improved end to his
club season has seen him re-
stored to the national squad and
he is likely to continue partner-
ing with his clubmate, Dickson
Job, in defense.

Winner - Feisal Salum

So important is the midfielder
for Taifa Stars that he has been
named in the squad, despite
having not played competitive
football since December 24 due
to a legal tussle with his club,
Yanga.

The technical bench has
taken a big gamble which has
drawn up strong responses of
both praise and criticism.

Feisal has been a lynchpin of
the midfield in recent times and
will be a starter if fit.

Confederation of African Football (CAF) president, Patrice Motsepe.

Taifa Stars’ new head coach Adel Amrouche (L), chats with his assistant, Hemed Suleiman ‘Morocco’, when
the former was unveiled as the team’s new gaffer in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZA-

NIA FOOTBALL FEDERATION

Winner - Yahya Mbegu

The 22-year-old is a surprise
inclusion in Taifa Stars’ bigger
group but has been rewarded for
an impressive season for Ihefu
SC, which followed spells at Poli-
si Tanzania and Geita Gold FC.

The former Simba B outfit’s
left full-back has started 22 of 25
Premier League games for both
Geita Gold FC and IThefu SC this
season.

He has attracted interest from
Simba SC who are looking for an
option that will give competition
to Mohamed Hussein, the default
number one choice in the outfit’s
backline.

Winner - Ibrahim Bacca

The Zanzibar-born central de-
fender is a fringe player at Yanga
but has not looked out of place
when called to action by the
club’s head coach Nasreddine
Nabi.

Bacca, however, is also sur-
prised by his inclusion in the
Taifa Stars squad.

Loser - Shomari Kapombe

Kapombe looked like a sure-
fire bet to be in Amrouche’s
squad as he played a crucial role
in the 2022/23 CAF Champions
League Group Stage games for
Simba SC.

However, he has been axed at
a time when his form at the club
level is well above par.

His place in the first team is
likely to be taken by his name-
sake, Kibwana Shomari, of Yanga.

Loser - Sixtus Sabilo

Despite scoring nine goals
in the 2022/23 NBC Premier
League for Mbeya City FC so far
this term, Sabilo was left out of
the squad- but he will no doubt
have his eyes on future opportu-
nities.

The uncapped player is only
six goals behind the league’s top
scorer, Fiston Mayele of Yanga.

No other Tanzanian has scored
more Premier League goals than
Sabilo this season, but even net-
ting after Amrouche’s appoint-

ment has not been enough to
convince the technical bench.
Tanzania’s forwards include
Mbwana Samatta, Simon Msuva,
and Kelvin, all of whom play
abroad, making it difficult for
Sabilo to get a crack in the squad.

Loser - Mohamed Hussein

The left full-backis enjoying his
best season in quite some time
for Simba SC and has amassed
five assists in 23 league appear-
ances, which makes it strange
indeed that he has been omitted
from the Taifa Stars squad.

However, Hussein did not cov-
er himself in glory in his last ap-
pearance for Taifa Stars against
Uganda’s Cranes when the two
teams locked horns in the Af-
rican Nations Championship
(CHAN) qualifiers’ match played
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.

Cranes’ youngster, Travis
Mutyaba, made the most of the
fullback’s mistake to score the
all-important goal for the Ugan-
dan squad.

Switzerland Embassy pledges to support
Tanzania’s culture and arts sectors

Deputy Head of Mission for Switzerland’s Embassy in Tanzania, Leo Nascher (L), listens to Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Arts, and Sports Said Yakubu, after the former visited the latter’s office in Dodoma recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

By Correspondent Cheji
Bakari, Tanga

SWITZERLAND’s Embassy in
Tanzania has pledged to fully co-
operate with the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Arts, and Sports in expertise
and consultation, as well as link-
ing the ministry with internation-
al culture and arts stakeholders.

The cooperation targets to de-
velop the sectors which offer em-
ployment to youths.

Deputy Head of Mission for
Switzerland’s Embassy in Tan-
zania, Leo Nascher, made such
a commitment when the official
met Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Culture, Arts, and
Sports Said Yakubu at the latter’s
office in Dodoma recently.

Néscher also doubles as Head

of Culture and Arts International
Relations Unity between Switzer-
land and Tanzania.

He stated that Switzerland’s
Embassy in Tanzania is one of
the Culture Development Sector
Platform’s partners made up of
various embassies.

The official noted the initiative
is currently headed by Nether-
lands and Switzerland as co-
chairmen, hence, his country
will use such an opportunity to
link Tanzania with international
culture and arts stakeholders to
develop the sectors.

Yakubu explained the govern-
ment’s intention to supervise cul-
ture, arts, and sports sectors that
offer youths employment.

According to Yakubu, the
youths have a substantial con-

tribution to economic growth in
the country.

Yakubu revealed they will look
into finding ways for exchanging
experiences and professionalism
in the sectors.

The official moreover held
talks with Tanzania Basketball
Federation (TBF) president Mi-
chael Kadebe and stated that
the government is out to moni-
tor and develop priority sports
codes, football, athletics, boxing,
netball, swimming, and basket-
ball to bring productivity in the
sports sector in the country.

Kadebe paid a courtesy call
and introduced himself before
the Permanent Secretary after
the latter was appointed by Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan to
hold the title.

“The ministry’s efforts and
plans focus on sports infrastruc-
tures and leisure spots in Dar es
Salaam and Dodoma,” the Per-
manent Secretary stated.

“The projects include renovat-
ing Benjamin Mkapa Stadium
and constructing a sports arena
in Dar es Salaam with the capac-
ity to host 15,000 people, there is
as well construction of a sports
arena in Dodoma with the capac-
ity to host 16,000 people,” Yaku-
bu noted.

Kadebe explained that current-
ly TBF is organizing and coordi-
nating basketball tournaments
in all regions of Tanzania to get
the national champion. The
TBF leader also visited Deputy
Permanent Secretary, Nicholas
Mkapa.
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Simba leadership lauds
Taifa Stars’ selection

By Correspondent Nassir
Nchimbi

SIMBA SC’s leadership has ac-
knowledged the decision by Tan-
zania’s national soccer squad
‘Taifa Stars’ head coach Adel Am-
rouche to leave out several senior
players in the national team.

Amrouche made his squad pub-
lic ahead of the 2023 Africa Cup of
Nations qualifiers’ double-header
match against Uganda’s Cranes
slated for this month.

The two teams will lock horns in
the first leg at Suez Canal Stadium,
Ismailia, on March 24 and the re-
match has been slated for March
27 at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in
Dar es Salaam.

Mzamiru Yassin is the only Sim-
ba SC outfield player to make it
into the Taifa Stars selection, with
Msimbazi Street outfit’'s goalkeep-
ers, Beno Kakolanya and Aishi
Manula, also selected.

Shocking news among soc-
cer supporters in Tanzania is the
absence of right back, Shomari
Kapombe, and left fullback, Mo-
hamed Hussein, both playing for
Simba SC, in Taifa Stars.

Kapombe and Hussein are the
leading defenders in assists in this
season’s NBC Premier League.

The Taifa Stars’ provisional
squad will begin camp in Dar es
Salaam at the end of this week.

Simba SC Information and Com-
munication Manager, Ahmed Ally,
said the decision by the new Taifa
Stars’ head coach to leave the
players is, for the Msimbazi Street
outfit, correct because the squad
needs them this time.

He pointed out that despite
recognizing the ability of the two
players in the national team’s
roles, Taifa Stars’ head coach has
seen that it is time for them to give
room for other footballers.

They will for that matter use the
opportunity to continue working
on the outfit’s plans to win the
2022/23 CAF Champions League’s
Group C game against Guinea’s
Horoya Athletic Club, set to take
place in Dar es Salaam on March
18.

“We are happy to see that Mo-
hamed Hussein and Shomari Ka-
pombe will have more time to
concentrate and the club’s duties,”
Ally noted.

Ally revealed: “They are matured
enough to cope with absence from

the Taifa Stars squad... this makes
them have a good time to serve
Simba SC, especially in our Satur-
day match against Horoya AC.”

“Kapombe will have time to
prepare for the club duels due to
having recently suffered from fre-
quent injuries,” Ally pointed out.

“I also still trust their ability and
I believe they will return to the na-
tional team,” he noted.

“These two are experienced
players who realize their potential
of being absent from the national
team stars are yeast for them to
earn their next selection.”

Simba SC will welcome Horoya
Athletic Club on Saturday for their
quarterfinals decider.

Should Simba SC win, the squad
will automatically finish second in
Group C and book a place in the
last eight.

Tanzania will head to Egypt to
face Uganda on March 23 before
the return duel against the same
opponent takes place at Benjamin
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam
on March 27.

Taifa Stars’ players with their
clubs in brackets are keepers Aishi
Manula (Simba SC), Beno Kakolan-
ya (Simba SC), and Metacha Mnata
(Young Africans).

Kibwana Shomari (Young Affi-
cans), Datius Peter (Kagera Sugar),
Yahya Mbegu (Ihefu SC), David
Luhende (Kagera Sugar), Dick-
son Job (Young Africans), Bakari
Mwamnyeto (Young Africans),
Abdallah Mfuko (Kagera Sugar),
Ibrahim Baka (Young Africans),
and Haji Mnonga (Aldershot Town
United, England) are players in the
defensive area.

Mudathir Yahya (Young African),
Sospeter Bajana (Azam), Mzamiru
Yassin (Simba), Yusuph Kagoma
(Singida Big Stars), Ramadhani
Makame (Bodrumspor, Turkey),
Feisal Salum (Young Africans), Ally
Msengi (Swallows, South Africa),
Himid Mao (Ghazi El Mahalla SC,
Egypt), and Khalid Habib (KMKM
FC) make the midfield.

The squad also has forwards An-
uary Jabir (Kagera Sugar), Simon
Msuva (Al-Qadsiah-Saudi Arabia),
Mbwana Samatta (KRC Genk-
Belgium), Novatus Dismas (Zulte
Waregem-Saudi Arabia), Kelvin
John (KRC Genk-Belgium), Ben
Starkie (Basford United-England),
Abdulhamis Suleiman (Azam), Ed-
mund John (Geita Gold FC), and
Said Khamis (Al-Fujairah-UAE).

KMC FC all out to avoid
relegation, says Hitimana

By Correspondent Nassir
Nchimbi

KINONDONI Municipal Council
FC head coach Thierry Hitimana
is optimistic to see to it the outfit
hold on to its place in next season’s
Premier League football with five
games to go this season.

The Kinondoni Municipal Coun-
cil-owned club came out victori-
ous in its previous game to end the
eight-match winless run.

The squad, popularly known as
‘Kino Boys’ registered its first win
against Kagera Sugar on March 9 to
end its less impressive run.

The Dar es Salaam outfit, on Fri-
day, will welcome Geita Gold FC at
Uhuru Stadium in the countdown
for league survival.

Kinondoni Municipal Council
FC currently sits 12th in the league
log after 25 games, winning six en-
counters and collecting 26 points
in the process with no guarantee
for league survival. Hitimana said
they realize they are in a difficult
time but they will fight the remain-
ing games to be safe.

“We have a lot of work to do
due to the existing games and the
position we are in, the remaining
games will be like the finals,” the

Rwandan coach noted.

“We believe that we will get a
good result, winning one game af-
ter eight games have brought back
a sense of confidence among the
players which was lost for a long
time,” Hitimana pointed out.

“To realize the importance of
playing top-flight football we need
to keep winning games to ensure
survival.”

“Our victory against Kagera Sug-
ar puts us in a good position after
having a 10-day rest the prayers are
back focused and I'm pleased to
see the hunger of each player dur-
ing training,” the tactician added.

“We had an injury crisis among
our players but I'm happy I'm
slowly gaining my players back,”
Hitimana noted.

Speaking on their upcoming
game against Geita Gold FC, Hita-
mana said: “It is going to be a tough
game because we are facing the
team that has lost two consecutive
matches and they are eager to re-
turn to winning ways.”

“Kinondoni Municipal Council
FC is prepared, but we are target-
ing to come out with a good result
to improve our chances in the
league standings,” the coach re-
vealed.
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Arteta won't
compromise
on Arsenal’s
bid for Europa
and Premier
League glory

LONDON

MIKEL Arteta insists Arsenal will not down
tools in the Europa League to help their bid to
win a first Premier League title for 19 years.

Arteta’s Premier League leaders sit five
points clear of second placed Manchester City
with 11 games left.

Bowing out of the Europa League could aid
the Gunners’ hopes of holding onto the lead in
the title race as it would allow more recovery
and preparation time.

But Arteta does not share that view because
the Arsenal boss is trying to restore a winning
culture to a club mired in mediocrity for much
of the past two decades.

Arsenal host Sporting Lisbon in the second
leg of their Europa League last 16 clash today
with the tie delicately balanced after a 2-2
draw in Portugal last week.

“Our priority is the two competitions,” Ar-
teta said.

“The best way to prepare for any competi-
tion is to win the previous match and having
the confidence and the proper emotion to ap-
proach the next game.”

Arteta’s philosophy has so far been proved
right.

Arsenal have won six and drawn one of their
seven Premier League games immediately fol-
lowing their Europa League matches this sea-
son.

Despite arriving back in London in the early
hours of Friday morning, the visitors cruised
to a 3-0 win at Fulham on Sunday with the
game won by half-time.

It is master against the apprentice in the Pre-
mier League title fight as Arteta takes on his
former boss in City manager Pep Guardiola.

Arteta was Guardiola’s assistant for three
years between 2016 and 2019.

The influence of Guardiola is clear to see Ar-
senal’s style of play under Arteta, but also in
the mentality the Spaniard is trying to instill.

- Winning ‘addiction’ -

City lifted the League Cup for four consecu-
tive seasons under Guardiola between 2018
and 2021.

Rather than preferring a less congested fix-
ture schedule, the City boss believes that win-
ning trophies is an “addiction.”

The FA Cup is where Arsenal have been able
to get their hit over the past 19 years, winning
the competition five times, including in Arte-
ta’s first season in charge.

But Arsenal have only won one European
trophy in their history - the 1993/94 Cup Win-
ners’ Cup.

Arteta is desperate to change that appalling
record for a club of Arsenal’s size and is not
willing to compromise despite the risk his
young squad could run out of gas in the final
months of the season.

If Arsenal are to make it to the final in Buda-
pest on May 31, they will have to progress past
a stellar cast of big names in Europe’s second
tier competition.

Manchester United have one foot in the
quarter-finals after a comprehensive 4-1 win
over Real Betis at Old Trafford.

Juventus still have work to do when they
travel to Freiburg defending a slender 1-O first
leg lead.

Six-time winners Sevilla may be fighting a
relegation battle in La Liga but are always a
threat in the knockout stages of the Europa
League and take a 2-0 lead to Istanbul against
Fenerbahce.

Jose Mourinho led Roma to their first Euro-
pean trophy in 61 years by lifting the Europa
Conference League last season.

The Italian giants are also well-placed to
reach the last eight after beating Real Sociedad
2-0 at home last week.
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Haaland’s five-goal haul a warning to
Man City’s Champions League rivals

LONDON

ANCHES-
TER  City
are into the
Champions
League quarter-finals for
a sixth consecutive sea-
son, but Erling Haaland’s
five-goal haul in a 7-0 de-
struction of RB Leipzig
put Europe on warning
that this time may be dif-
ferent for the Premier
League champions.

Pep Guardiola admit-
ted before Tuesday’s last
16, second leg that his
reign at City will be de-
fined by either winning or
failing to win the Cham-
pions League despite his
side’s dominance of the
Premier League in recent

years.

Seven years on from
Guardiola’s arrival, City
are still waiting for their
first European crown.

Thatis why they pushed
the boat out on agents’
fees and wages to win
the race to sign Haaland
from Borussia Dortmund
for a bargain £51 million
($62 million) last summer
thanks to the Norwegian’s
buyout clause.

In just 35 games Haa-
land has already rewrit-
ten City’s history books
by scoring 39 goals in a
single season.

More Champions
League landmarks were
reached on Tuesday
as Haalands five goals
equalled the record

shared by Lionel Messi
and Luiz Adriano for the
most in a Champions
League game.

In the process the
22-year-old also became
the youngest player to
pass 30 in Europe’s pre-
mier club competition
with 32 in just 25 appear-
ances.

“I was so tired after my
celebrations,” said Haa-
land. “My super strength
is scoring goals.”

City have not always
possessed that clinical
edge when it has mat-
tered in the latter stages
of the Champions League.

Missed chances have
been a common theme
of Guardiola’s European
exits by the finest of mar-

gins.

“He was so hungry,”
said RB Leipzig boss Mar-
co Rose, who coached
Haaland at Dortmund.

“He scored goals with
the foot, with the head,
he won second balls,
he made deep runs. It
all looked really simple
tonight. It was a special
night for him.”

- ‘It would be boring’ -

It could have been
even more special had
Guardiola not withdrawn
Haaland with 25 minutes
to go.

“I told him I would love
to score a double hat-
trick, but what can I do?”
added Haaland.

Guardiola replied by
joking his star striker’s life

“would be boring” if he
broke all the records be-
fore his 23rd birthday.

But what both player
and manager have in
common is a desire to fi-
nally make City European
champions.

Despite Haaland’s stun-
ning statistics, there have
still been teething prob-
lems in his first season in
England.

At times he has cut a
frustrated figure as runs
in behind went unnoticed
by his teammates in Pre-
mier League defeats at
Manchester United and

Tottenham.
But Guardiola has also
insisted that Haaland

adjusts to City’s style by
becoming an all-round
striker just as capable
of linking the play as of
predatory finishes inside
the box.

“Today he scored five
goals and I think he had
30 or 35 ball contacts.
This is what we were
looking for because we
had the feeling when you
are involved in the game
defensively, offensively,
when the ball comes to
score a goal, you are more
precise,” Guardiola said.

“He can do it, but it is
difficult to score goals
when you don’t touch the
ball for 40 or 50 minutes.

“Sometimes it’s his
fault because sometimes
he doesn’t move.. but
the other (times) it is our
fault where we didn’t find
him.”

The fear for City’s op-
ponents at home and
abroad is that those mi-
nor issues may have been
ironed out in time for the
final and most decisive
three months of the sea-
son.

Meanwhile, RB Leipzig
defender Benjamin Hen-
richs said his side were
“eaten up” by an Erling

Haaland-led Manchester
City who romped to a 7-0
home victory to reach the
Champions League last
eight on Tuesday.

Haaland scored five
goals, including a first half
hat-trick, as City blew the
German visitors out of the
water to qualify 8-1 on ag-
gregate.

Henrichs was at a loss
to explain how his side,
who came into the match
on level pegging from the
firstleg, could lose so con-
vincingly.

“I think we were eaten
up out there,” he said.
“I've never lost 7-0 in my
career. It’s a totally brutal-
ly bitter evening for us.”

Henrichs said Haaland,
who moved from Bundes-
liga side Borussia Dort-
mund to Manchester City
last season, dominated
Leipzig with his physical-
ity.

“He’s a brutally physical
player. He’s difficult to de-
fend and brings so much
to the game.

“The way he played to-
day says a lot about his
quality.”

Asked about a conten-
tious first-half penalty the
German defender con-
ceded after a VAR review,
Henrichs said “we can't
talk about VAR, we need
to talk about our own per-
formance.”

Leipzig manager Marco
Rose, who coached Haa-
land at Dortmund and
Red Bull Salzburg, said he
knew the threat posed by
the Norwegian.

“I know Erling well and
I know his quality - and
how he can perform.
When Erling sees the
goal, he wants to score.”

Haaland, 22, has scored
39 goals in 36 games for
City, including 10 goals in
six matches in the Cham-
pions League.
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Fifa’s love of cash is ruining the World Cup

BY OLIVER BROWN

AN obsession with the
gigantic so pervades Fifa
that the 2026 World Cup
is to take 72 games mere-
ly to reach the knockout
phase, eight more than
any previous instalment
has required in its en-
tirety. While even Uefa
is seeking to limit its geo-
graphic footprint at next
summer’s Euros, restrict-
ing groups to specific re-
gions of Germany to cut
internal travel, the global
governing body is devis-
ing a cross-continental
epic of such sprawl that
even Phileas Fogg might
have urged them to think
twice.

Vancouver to Miami as
a mid-tournament com-
mute, anybody? Or how
about Boston to Guada-
lajara? Each journey re-
quires at least 5% hours’
flying time, roughly the
same as New York to
London with a decent
jet stream behind. Still,
none of this can deter
the organisers from
spouting their usual
pablum about carbon-
neutral commitments.
“You can fly less and cy-
cle more,” states official
Fifa advice. Quite some
gall from an organisation
whose last major tourna-
ment, in Qatar, account-
ed for an estimated 3.6
million tonnes of carbon
dioxide emissions, more
than countries such as
Botswana or Costa Rica

produce in a year.

Still, let us be grate-
ful for small mercies. At
least Fifa has shelved the
abomination of three-
team groups, which, at
Gianni Infantino’s pre-
ferred rate of World
Cup expansion, risked
exhausting the alpha-
bet. For its next shebang,
there will be 104 match-
es across the United
States, Canada and Mex-
ico, eclipsing the total at
the 1930, 1934, 1938, 1950
and 1954 finals com-
bined. After all, nothing
screams concern for
player welfare quite like
turning football’s great-
est show into an unprec-
edented 5Y%-week levia-
than.

You want to believe
Fifa’s calculation is that
more games equals more
entertainment. But when
money is the overwhelm-
ing motive, the structure
of this World Cup only
adds up to more injuries,
more mediocrity, more
ennui. Ludicrously, it will
take 72 matches over a
month just to reduce the
field from 48 nations to
32. If you thought those
goalless affairs in Doha
between Denmark and
Tunisia or Uruguay and
South Korea were grim,
just wait until you have
endured the sight of
Iraq, Mali, Jamaica and
North Macedonia - all of
whom would have quali-
fied for Qatar under the
enlarged system - scrap-

ping it out for third-place
group finishes.

The central problem
is that 48 is an inelegant
number for sustaining
the jeopardy with which
the groups culminated
last December. Where a
World Cup of 32 keeps
slicing in half neatly un-
til only the champions
are left standing, one of
48 leaves the same ugly
permutations that have
disfigured the last two
24-team Euros. In 2016,
Albania were left kicking
their heels in Lyon for
three days before finally
realising they had been
eliminated.

At least the switch to
four-team groups pre-
cludes the possibility
of brazen collusion, as
witnessed in West Ger-
many’s prearranged 1-0
win over Austria in 1982.
“The non-aggression

pact of Gijon,” the Ger-
mans called it, while Al-
geria, who exited cour-
tesy of this cosy alliance,
thundered about a “scan-
dal”. But the preposter-
ously outsized event that
awaits in 2026 serves
few people well outside
Fifa, who are chasing £9
billion from the extrava-
ganza.

It does little to ben-
efit the top players in
Europe, already facing
an engorgement of the
Champions League in
2024 from 32 teams to
36, and from 125 games
to 189. It threatens to
stretch fans to finan-
cial breaking point, as
they frantically consult
Skyscanner for the best
routes between Kansas
City and Monterrey. And
it is hardly likely to be
welcomed by parents,
some of whom must now

. GWlJl by David Chikoko

take out second mort-
gages just so their chil-
dren can complete their
Panini scrapbooks.

It is possible to be too
Euro-centric about all
this. After all, the reac-
tions to a World Cup on
steroids are starkly dif-
ferent in Africa, where
former Nigeria midfield-
er Sunday Oliseh said:
“For us, it'’s heaven-sent.
We are a continent of 54
nations. We have always
thought that we should
be more represented.”
Infantino is scrupulous
about appeasing Africa,
mindful that it furnishes
him with a vast voting
bloc that will guarantee
his re-election as presi-
dent on Thursday. Why
would he care less about
the vexations in Europe
when it is Africa that
helps shore up his job
security?

The central flaw,
though, in Fifa’s world
view is that it sees no
virtue in scarcity. Just
as it has tried to make
the World Cup biennial,
denuding much of what
made Lionel Messi’s
coronation so rare and
magical, it now wants to
turn the 2026 tourna-
ment into an aimlessly
protracted  qualifying
event. The notion of less
being more is alien to the
Zurich suits, for whom
the answer is always to
over-saturate and, by
extension, to swell their
already monstrously
large cash reserves. As
revenue-raisers,  they
have few equals. But
as orchestrators of sus-
pense and intrigue in
their grandest produc-
tion, they have lost the
plot.
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Simba SC
star Dilunga
returns to
full training

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC has announced that midfielder Has-
san Dilunga has made a full return to the club’s
training,.

Dilunga is undergoing the entirety of the ses-
sion along with his teammates, making a step
closer to making a comeback to the pitch.

The 29-year-old midfielder has not played for
Simba SC this season. His last appearance came
in a duel against Mbeya Kwanza FC in a 2021/22
NBC Premier League game on February 6.

He underwent surgery on a knee mid-last year
and was touted for a comeback in January but is
now able to take part in full training once again.

Simba SC said on the squad’s website: “Mid-
fielder Hassan Dilunga has officially started
training today after being out for more than a
year due to an injury layoff.”

The statement disclosed: “Dilunga suffered a
knee injury in February last year and underwent
surgery in June in South Africa and, according
to medical diagnosis, he was supposed to stay
out of the pitch for more than eight months to
recover.”

The former Young Africans and Mtibwa Sugar
midfielder expressed his delight at joining his
teammates for the first time.

Dilunga noted: “I feel good, if it were possible
to play without being registered, maybe I could
play for five to ten minutes. After my diagnosis
and surgery in June, I was told I would be back to
training after nine months.”

The midfielder pointed out: “And here I am
now back to training as part of my recovery. I
have missed playing football but the doctors
have urged me to take it slow.”

“I am grateful for Simba SC’s management who
took care of my financial needs all that time,” Di-
lunga revealed.

However, Dilunga would not feature in any
competitive game this season as his name was
not included in the Simba registration for the
2022/23 campaign.

Simba SC will monitor his progress before de-
ciding whether he is ready to be re-signed for
next season.

The Msimbazi Street outfit revealed: “Dilunga
was not among the players registered this sea-
son, so he will continue training until the end of
the season while the medical panel continues to
evaluate and treat him.”

“If his health continues to improve as it is now,
then Dilunga will be registered for next season.”

The Robert Oliveira-coached Simba SC is next
in action on Saturday when they host Horoya in
the CAF Champions League Group Stage.

Simba SC is occupying second place in the
Group C table with six points and is looking for
another home victory to go through to the quar-
terfinal stage of the 2022/23 CAF Champions
League.

Hassan Dilunga

By Correspondent Michael

Mwebe

HE draw for this
season’s Azam
Sports Federation
Cup (ASFC) quar-
terfinals, held in Dar es Sa-
laam on Wednesday, saw the
big three, Azam FC, Simba SC,
and Young Africans SC, alias
Yanga, avoid each other in
this stage of the tournament.

With eight NBC Premier
League teams left in the draw,
it meant that all-top-flight ties
were produced for the quar-
terfinals. As was the case last
year, this season’s quarterfi-
nal draw was accompanied by
the semi-final draw.

The quarterfinal ties will be
played between April 1-3, with
the winners going through to
the semi-finals. The exact date
and times of the fixtures are
to be confirmed.

Simba SC has been drawn
against Thefu SC. These two
sides are due to meet in the
2022/23 NBC Premier League
match in Mbeya early next
month

Ihefu SC has proved a gutsy
opponent and will take inspi-
ration from the outfit’s victo-
ries over Azam FC and Yanga

Simba SC, Yanga kept apart

in ASFC last eight

Yanga's forward, Fiston Mayele (L), attempts to outfox Simba SC defender, Joash Onyango, during the
2021/22 Azam Sports Federation Cup (ASFC) last four’s tie which took place in Mwanza in May last year.
Yangawon 1-0. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

in the league this season.
Azam FC, winners of the
Federation Cup in 2019, will
host Mtibwa Sugar at Azam
Complex Stadium.
Mwanza’s Mapinduzi FC
was knocked out by Azam
FC in the round of 16 while
Mtibwa Sugar knocked out
Kinondoni Municipal Coun-

cil FC in the round of 16.

Azam FC reached the
semi-finals of the Federa-
tion Cup last season before
losing to Coastal Union and
the former has generally
been tough to beat in the
tournament.

Mtibwa Sugar has been a
mixed bag in the competi-

tion, going out in the first
round in multiple editions
but winning the tourna-
ment in 2018.

The winners of the quar-
terfinal encounter between
Simba SC and Thefu SC will
face the winners of the
duel between Azam FC and
Mtibwa Sugar in the semi-

finals.

Simba SC’s bitter rivals
Yanga, meanwhile, have a
tough-looking tie at home
to newly promoted Geita
Gold FC as the Jangwani
Street club continues the
quest for another domestic
double.

Yanga and Geita Gold FC
met at this stage last season
and were only separated by
a penalty shootout after 90
minutes had ended in a 1-1
draw, the penalties ended
with Yanga grabbing the
victory.

The Jangwani Street out-
fit went on to defeat Simba
SC and Coastal Union in the
semi-finals and final to win
the Federation Cup in the
last campaign.

It is also a repeat of a
league game that was
played last week with Yanga
coming from behind to win
3-1 against Geita Gold FC
and extend their winning
run to 11 league games.

The last quarterfinal tie
will pit high-flying Singida
Big Stars against Mbeya City
FC, with the winners facing
either Yanga or Geita Gold
FC in the semi-finals.

The semi-finals will be
played across the weekend
of April 29 and May 1 in Lin-
di and Mtwara.

The final will be played
at Mkwakwani Stadium in
Tanga, with the showpiece
taking place on June 3.

A trophy as well as med-
als for players, the techni-
cal bench, and 50m/- prize
money will be handed over
to the ASFC winner.

The showdown’s winner
moreover earns a ticket to
represent the country in
the CAF Confederation Cup
next season.

Strikers hammer TCA Combine in 2023 DC Division A

By Guardian Re-
porter

STRIKERS Cricket Club
has kept its hopes of
achieving success in this
season’s Dar es Salaam
Cricket (DC) Division A
50 Overs League alive,
commanding a compre-
hensive 82-run win over
the TCA Combine squad
in the city on Sunday.

Top-order  cricketer,
Mausif Khan, had a solid
game at the crease, help-
ing Strikers Cricket Club
smoothly keep the rela-
tively modest opponents
in TCA Combine in check
in the game which was
reduced to 45 overs.

Strikers raced to 201/10
in 384 overs once the
club had secured the
opportunity to take the
crease first in the Group
B match that took place
at Dar es Salaam Gym-
khana Club venue.

There were several
good knocks showcased
by experienced all-
rounder Issa Kikasi early
on, with the opener post-
ing 17 runs which includ-
ed two fours.

Strikers outfit’s cricketers jubilate after one of the outfit’s performers took a wicket in a past Mwalimu Nyerere Division A 50
overs tournament tie that took place at the University of Dar es Salaam ground. PHOTO: COURTESY OF STRIKERS CRICKET

CLUB

His dismissal after sev-
en overs then had Strik-
ers facing a slight wobble
that witnessed two top-
order cricketers, Athu-
mani Siwa, and Shaffi
Muharram, returning in
quick succession.

The two batsmen were
the victims of tricky de-
liveries executed by TCA
Combine’s Issa Safari, as
Siwa was sent back for
duck after 2.2 overs, Mu-
harram made his way
back a bit earlier, also for

duck.

The duo’s exit left Strik-
ers with paltry nine runs
after 2.2 overs and the
side had to depend on Ki-
kasi to improve its total.

There was a signifi-
cant improvement when
Khan took the crease,
given the cricketer nailed
61 runs consisting of 11
boundaries.

He had Strikers’ score
moving to 97 runs after
13.5 overs, when he was
sent back by TCA Com-

bine’s Halidi Amiri, hav-
ing been trapped via leg
before wicket (Ibw) by
the youngster.

Low-order cricketer,
Hassan Rahim, posted 16
runs, as was the case for
Amin Solanki, captain Ja-
tin Darji chipped in with
14 runs, and Abdulrazak
Mohamed and Raymond
Francis posted 13 runs
and 12 runs not out re-
spectively.

Hamza Ally ended with
a four-wicket haul for the

TCA Combine outfit, with
his efforts being compli-
mented by fellow bowl-
ers, Safari and Ayoub
Hamisi.

Safari chipped in with
three wickets, giving
away 52 runs in eight
overs, Hamisi ended his
stint with two wickets
whilst leaking 32 runs in
5.4 overs.

Despite working hard
in the chase, TCA Com-
bine’s youngsters could
not live up to expecta-

tions, notching 119/10 in
35.1 overs to ultimately
lose the encounter.

The only significant
display at the crease was
shown by Ally, as the
youngster scored 33 runs
consisting of two fours
and a six.

They had a frustrat-
ing start to the chase,
experiencing early exits
of openers, Ally Hassan
and Omary Hilali, within
the first five overs, leav-
ing the batting outfit with
mere 19 runs.

Murtaza Mustafa, de-
ployed at number three,
ensured TCA Combine’s
score was improved af-
ter notching 22 runs, he
had his outfit reaching 71
runs after 20 overs.

Ally took the crease
and he, too, did all he
could to ensure TCA
Combine fought for a
successful chase after
scoring 33 runs.

The young cricketer
propelled TCA Combine
to 81 runs after 23.6 overs,
exiting the crease after
the cricketer was caught
by Strikers’ Solanki from
spinner Siwa’s bowling.

F I eXi b I eS by David Chikoko
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