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BUSINESS
By Guardian Reporter

shareholders of Tanga Cement, which is listed in  The dar es salaam stock exchange (dse) will not receive dividends for 2022, after the company say will remain prudent with available cash resources in order to economy. “The Board has decided to continue committing available current cash generated to the operational commit-ments,” said board chairman lawrence Masha.
In his note in unaudited financial results for the second quarter ending June Masha said the board will there-fore evaluate the financial performance throughout the remainder of 2022 fi-nancial year when considering the final dividend declaration.

“Financial and operational overview 

despite market headwinds, particularly the competitive environment in the cement sector, the group continued to perform well during the quarter,” the chairman noted.
The quarterly financial results show that both basic and diluted earnings per share grew to a loss of 31/- during the second quarter from a loss of 12/- recorded during the first quarter of this year. The dse market report shows, the company share price closed at 1,580/- on Monday this week with the market capitalization of 100.6bn/-

The result shows the group’s operat-ing profit increased to 969.1mn/- from 192.1mn/- respectively with revenue from contracts with customers went up by 50 percent to 58.2bn/- from 38.6bn/- respectively.
revenue increase is attributed by in-

No dividends for 2022, 
Tanga Cement declares

By Guardian Correspondent

The southern african develop-ment Community (sadC) has taken an important step towards enhancing seamless flow of intra-regional trade following the launch of the electronic Certificate of origin (e-Coo).
The electronic certificate, which will replace the manual one, is aimed at “simplifying customs procedures, enhancing e-Commerce, eliminating fraud, improving record management and statistical data, reducing cross-border certificate verification time as well as reducing the cost of doing busi-ness.”

The sadC e-Certificate of origin will go a long way in supporting the imple-mentation of sadC Industrialisation strategy and roadmap (2015-2063) and is in line with the regional Integra-tion agenda as outlined in the regional Indicative strategic development Plan (rIsdP 2020-2030) as well as the con-solidation of the sadC Free Trade area (FTa).
director of Finance, Investment and Customs at the sadC secretariat, Mr. 

sadwick Mtonakutha, said implemen-tation of the e-Coo is a notable mile-stone for sadC to keep pace with the rapid shift to e-Commerce, the drive to foster industrialisation and improve efficiency in serving the business com-munity.
Mr Mtonakutha highlighted that it was in the best interest of the public and private sectors in the sadC region to push for ownership and implemen-tation of the e- Certificate of origin in Member states owing to the many ben-efits that it presents to assist in facilitat-ing trade

he noted that, with the introduc-tion of the e- Certificate of origin, small to Medium enterprises (sMes) will benefit from reduced transaction costs, access to better financing terms, improved cashflow, and increased effi-ciency of business operations. 
For the logistics operators, Mr Mto-nakutha said the operators will have improved operational efficiencies and real-time connection, while customs administrations will benefit from auto-mated risk management, better fiscal evaluation and speedier goods clear-

SADC launches electronic certificates of origin to facilitate trade

By Correspondent James Kandoya

TaNZaNIa is set to host the first China Trade Week (CTW) to showcase the latest Chinese products later this month in the busiest city of dar es salaam.
Iddi seid Bakari, Counsel General – Consulate General of the republic of Tanzania in China said the event organized by China Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) and MIe groups from dubai will take place from september 26th to 28 this year.he said over 50 Chinese brand companies will display more than 300 products from the fol-lowing sectors including consumer electronics, industrial, medical, textiles & garments, beauty & construction and many more.Furthermore, CTW Tanzania will showcase latest products from over 7 sectors including; consumer electronics, industrial, medical, tex-tiles & garments, beauty & construction. “China has continued to be a key global part-

Chinese firms to 
showcase 300 
products in Dar

“We are proud to report that eBITda has improved by 16 percent to 5.7bn/- from 4.9bn/- achieved in March 2022 driv-en by improved operational efficiencies and costs control,” the chairman added.
 The Group recorded a loss before tax of 2.4bn/- in the sec-ond quarter comparing to the loss before tax of 0.78bn/- re-corded in first quarter.

Cash generated from trading activities increased by 146 percent from negative (3.7bn/-) recorded in March 2022 to positive 1.4bn/- in June 2022. 
The increase was attributed to stringent working capital management strategies deployed by the management.The chairman said the Group continues to be committed to its sales, logistics and cost optimisation initiatives as it con-tinually seeks to enhance value for its stakeholders. “The Group remains positive about the remainder of 2022 despite the very competitive landscape and unstable Gov-ernment initiatives to spur economic growth through infra-structure development and promotion of local industries is expected,” he said.

“With Tanzania remaining a significant player in the east african construction market, cement output is anticipated to increase and Tanga Cement is well positioned to take advan-tage of growth opportunities in the regional market.”he said the group remains optimistic of the positive impact of the ongoing infrastructure development projects under the Government’s development Vision 2025 programme, and expects the projects to continue gaining momentum throughout the remainder of 2022. “Tanga Cement has the capacity to meet a meaningful share of the cement demand in the country and remains committed to local production of superior cement products,” he explained.
on takeover, he said shareholders are referred to the an-nouncement regarding the proposed acquisition by scancem International da of 68.33 percent of the shares in Tanga Ce-ment PlC from afrisam Mauritius Investment holdings lim-ited on update issued on 5 July 2022 and 2 september 2022. 

ner to africa and especially Tanzania and we welcome the global trade initiatives, part-nerships that will be developed from the national industry sup-port it has fostered,” he said.
he said with the global econ-omy slowly opening in trading doors, Tanzania is positioned in a critical region to support and facilitate global trade movement.

CTW Tanzania 2022 is a key initiative in reconnecting glob-al trade between China & africa and will be on the first global hybrid event taking place in dar- es salaam
MIe Groups Vice President, Zahoor ahmed said Tanzania government and industry have been incredible in their sup-port to bring Chinese Innova-tion and industry to form new partnerships and drive foreign direct investment into this east african economy.

“We are very proud to restart and reconnect global trade with the first hybrid exhibition taking place in Tanzania in sep-tember in dar-es salaam,” he 

stated.
“engaging with Tanzanian industry leaders with our Chi-nese Manufacturers directly in a live and hybrid environment will be critical to engaging and discussing key project deliv-ery.”

he said CTW has been suc-cessfully held in Kenya, ethio-pia, Ghana, Morocco and south africa for many years, which include an exhibition of brand products, and seminars.
The meeting CTW theme is  “China africa economy and trade cooperation, investment, and culture exchange”  cover-ing infrastructure construction, energy, agricultural, food, and science and technology sec-tors.

Chinese foreign investment in the country peaked at $2.5 billion in 2013. Currently, there are over 500 Chinese compa-nies investing in Tanzania. 
apart from China being af-rica’s largest trading partner and investor, there is another dimension of the relationship that of development aid.

BRUSSELS

NaTural gas prices fell for a third day as the european union pushes ahead with its market in-tervention to ease the worst en-ergy crisis in decades.
Benchmark prices dropped as much as 4.8 percent to a seven-week low. 

european Commission Presi-dent ursula von der leyen will 

present a slimmer version of her five-point plan on Wednes-day, with the eu seeking to curb power consumption and provide liquidity in a attempt to prevent the crisis from engulfing the broader economy.
“What is likely to be unveiled is a cocktail of market reform and price caps that fundamen-tally reshapes the way in which european energy markets have 

acted since deregulation in the early 2000s,” Citigroup Inc. ana-lysts including alastair syme said in note.
While the policy measures are being worked out, gas continues to be pumped into inventories with the official start of the heat-ing season just over two weeks away. 

european storage sites are about 84 percent full, slightly 

above the five-year average, and at 88 percent in Germany, accord-ing to Gas Infrastructure europe. some injections usually continue into october before heating de-mand starts soaking up stock-piles.
russia gas supply cuts have slammed europe through the summer with industries produc-ing everything from metals to fertilizers forced to reduce out-

put and bringing the economy to the brink of recession. 
Inflation has surged to multiyear highs and the cost of living crisis has deepened. It has compelled govern-ments to step in to help ease the pain.as part of its plan, the eu aims to cut power demand and cap exces-sive revenue of companies produc-ing electricity from sources other than gas. It would be done through a limit on the price of power from re-

newables, lignite or nuclear.
“The strong build-up of gas and coal storage thanks to demand de-struction in european industry and elsewhere were on the bear-ish side,” said andy sommer, team leader for fundamental analysis and modeling at swiss utility and trader axpo solutions aG. “only the current constraints on market liquidity can help fully explain prices which expe-

rienced a massive rollercoaster during august, initially more than doubling before dropping back by 30-40%.”
Front-month dutch gas fu-tures were 4.3 percent lower at 182.33 euros per megawatt-hour as 9:37 a.m. in amsterdam. 

Prices fell 14 percent in the previous two sessions. The uK equivalent contract dropped as much as 3 percent on Tuesday.

Europe gas slumps again as EU plans intervention 

crease in both cement and clink-er demand due to increase in government projects and open-ing up of east africa regional market. 
Gross profit also increased by 9 percent to 11.2bn/- from 10.3bn/- achieved in March 2022, driven by the increase in 

revenue for the period. 
The gross margin, however, decreased by 8 percent from 27 percent to 19 percent in March and June 2022 respectively, ac-cording to the results. 

The decline was caused by in-crease in fuel prices and logistics which lead to an increase in raw 

material prices, frequent power cuts which resulted in an in-crease in fuel consumption and maintenance costs of the equip-ment which breaks down when there are power dips. 
The company revealed that unreliable electricity also result-ed into a decrease in production. 

The company share price closed at 1,580/- on Monday this week with the market capitalization of 100.6bn/-

China textile production facility 

ing that goods declared by an exporter or importer comply with specific rules, per criteria set out in the sadC trade protocol. It will initially be implement-ed in Malawi, Zambia, and eswatini.on Tuesday, July 5, the community announced the development of new measures to address issues that in-crease transaction costs. 
The measures, which aim to boost intra-regional trades, include the sim-plification and harmonization of trade documents. 

They also include improving trans-parency in the operations of regula-tory agencies, harmonizing standards and technical regulations, harmoniz-ing sanitary and phytosanitary (sPs) measures, monitoring and resolving non-tariff barriers (NTBs), and improv-ing the business environments.In addition, they plan to build the North-south Corridor (NsC) during the 2021/2022 fiscal years. The corridor will connect the south african port of durban to lusaka (Zambia), lubum-bashi (drC), lilongwe, and Blantyre (Malawi) via Johannesburg ( south af-rica) Botswana, and Zimbabwe.

ance. Mr. Becerra Marta Jose angel, the deputy head of Cooperation at the european union (eu) delegation to Botswana, said the launch of the e-Coo represented a new step of the eu long-standing partnership with africa on 

economic integration and trade mat-ters.
according to John Biziwick, Commis-sioner General of the Malawi revenue authority (Mra), the initiative “will im-prove the way business is conducted in 

the region because the challenges that were associated with the manual pro-cessing of the certificate will be elimi-nated.”
e-Coo is an electronic document that will be issued by an authority certify-
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By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE National Assembly yesterday 
approved the bill for a new law to facilitate 
management of disasters, which among 
other things curbs powers of regional 
and district commissioners to requisition 
properties.

The Natural Disasters Management 
Act, 2022 imposes a 1m/- fine or one year 
imprisonment or both on an individual 
refusing to cooperate with authorities if 
disaster breaks out.

George Simbachawene, Prime Minister’s 
Office (Policy and Parliamentary Affairs) 
state minister said in tabling the bill that 

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

LAKE Zone residents engaged in fishing 
must stop using low quality chemicals for 
preserving fish as this increases sufferers of 
cancer in the various Lake Zone regions, Vice 
President Dr Philip Mpango has declared.

Opening the cancer ward at the Bugando 
Referral Hospital here yesterday, he appealed 
to the relevant authorities to help in curbing 
the use of such chemicals.

The government invests in health 
infrastructure to enable cancer treatment 
services to be closer to the people, he said, 
noting that statistics show that incidents of 
cancer are rising, and it is a leading cause of 
death, as 42,000 people get cancer every year.

He thanked the Catholic Church and other 
religious denominations for supporting 
government efforts to take health services 
closer to communities, noting that the 
government was ready to work with 
stakeholders in improving the country’s 
health services.

Deputy Health minister Dr Godwin Mollel 
said Tanzania has scored a first in the eastern 

part of Africa to provide radiation drugs 
assisting in cancer therapy, urging religious 
leaders to mobilise adherents to access health 
insurance cover for themselves and their 
families.

Dr Fabian Massaga, the facility’s director 
general, had earlier submitted a report on 
construction of the cancer ward, noting that 
its completion was a relief to people of the lake 
Zone who will be getting cancer services as 
well as reducing costs to outpatient sufferers 
of cancer.

Archbishop Renatus Nkwande, the referral 
hospital’s board chairman and head of the 
Mwanza Catholic archdiocese, expressed 
gratitude at government cooperation with the 
church in health sector services in particular.

Construction of the cancer ward will help 
save lives of many people who get cancer in the 
Lake Zone area and its immediate environs, he 
said, appealing to the government to assist in 
procuring the relevant equipment.

The deputy minister said the government 
has provided Mwanza Region with 6bn/- for 
the purchase of drugs, noting that the referral 
hospital has been provided with a magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) machine costing 

the new law alters the management of 
disasters from mitigation to administrative 
control or management.

“The new law will among other things 
cement accountability among the 
general public in disaster management 
as well as strengthen cooperation among 
stakeholders,” he said.

It also aims at separating powers of the 
regional and district security committees 
from committees for disaster management 
in which the managing of disasters will be 
supervised independently, not by political 
committees.

It also provides for funds generated for 

TMA installs 50 third-generation
automatic forecast units, 7 radars

TURN TO PAGE 2

VP Mpango: Avoid fish 
preservation based on 
low quality chemicals

RCs, DCs to shed power
over managing disasters

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango (2nd-L) unveils a plaque yesterday to inaugurate the building housing the cancer ward at Mwanza city’s 
Bugando referral hospital. He is with the Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Kigoma, Joseph Roman Mlola (L), and the Archbishop 
of the Catholic Archdiocese of Mwanza, Renatus Leonard Nkwande (2nd-R). Right is Health deputy minister Dr Godwin Mollel. Photo: 
Richard Makore

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

KENYANS have provided the East African 
Community (EAC) partner states the gift of peace 
during the recently concluded general election 
and transition to a new government, President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan declared yesterday.

In remarks at the swearing in of Kenya’s fifth 
president, Dr William Samoei Ruto at the Moi 
Kasarani Stadium in Nairobi, President Samia 
said that Tanzania seeks to enhance the regional 
partnership to hasten development efforts.

Relations between the two countries will be 
further cemented for mutual benefits, he said, 
commending the Kenyan people for showing 
democratic maturity by maintaining peace 
throughout the poll and its aftermath.

Showing high regard for the way peace was 
observed, she said that the election has now 
been completed, so Kenyans must join efforts to 
build their country, to strive to fulfill the country’s 
development vision.

In his remarks, Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni called on President Ruto and other 
regional leaders to push for the full integration of 
the zone, in line with basic protocols of the East 

African treaty of cooperation.
He expressed optimism that the newly elected 

leader shall work towards these targets.
“I know Ruto, I have met him a number of times 

in Uganda and I know that he likes ideas and frank 
talking,” he quipped.

In his keynote address, President Ruto 
(pictured) pledged to empower the Independent 
Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC) in 
deploying technology to help them supervise the 
conduct of polls more efficiently.

He again extolled the role played by IEBC 
chairman Wafula Chebukati in upholding the rule 
of law despite facing intimidation, saying that he 
is a national hero.

“Going forward we will support the IEBC in 
its institutional capacities so as to expand the 
deployment of technology to cover all elections 
from county to presidential elections,” he stated.

He also pledged to scale up budgetary 
allocations for the newly created fund for the 
Judiciary, vowing to respect judicial decisions, 
and swiftly signing the appointment of six justices 
of the Supreme Court pending for three years, 
and presiding over their swearing in early today, 
his first full day in office.

Samia praises Kenyans’ ‘gift’
of election peace to EA zone

It also provides for funds 
generated for disaster 
victims being exclusively 
used for that mandate 
and not being channeled 
to other needs

By Getrude Mbago

NEW generation satellite technology 
producing more accurate weather forecasts 
in Tanzania and other African countries starts 
functioning next year, it was announced 
yesterday.

Atupele Mwakibete (pictured), the Works 
and Transport deputy minister, made this 
observation at the opening of the 15th 
European Organization for the Exploitation 
of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT) user 

forum in Africa taking place in Dar es Salaam.
At the four-day forum yesterday, he 

commended EUMETSAT for coming up with 
the new generation satellites to enable more 
precise monitoring of the world’s changing 
atmosphere, land surfaces and oceans, thus 
being able to take precautionary measures on 
various weather patterns and their attendant 
hazards.

Meteosat third generation satellites will 
improve weather forecasts by providing 

Going forward we will 
support the IEBC in its 
institutional capacities 
so as to expand 
the deployment of 
technology to cover all 
elections from county to 
presidential elections

Up to 80 per cent of 
funds used to build 
the cancer ward were 
contributions made to 
the National Health 
Insurance Fund (NHIF)
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2.1bn/- to sharpen its diagnostic ability 
and treatment services.

He similarly asked the bishops to 
write a circular letter to be read in 

churches, asking their adherents to 
obtain health insurance cover. Up to 
80 per cent of funds used to build the 
cancer ward were contributions made 
to the National Health Insurance Fund 
(NHIF), he added.

FROM PAGE 1

high resolution information, as the 
Tanzania Meteorological Authority 
(TMA) has installed 50 automatic 
weather stations (AWSs).

It also disposes of a meteorological 
radars network comprising seven 
radars, where three are operational, 
two are about to be installed, and two 
being manufactured. All these will 
help strengthen weather forecasting 
services, he stated.

Dr Phil Evans, the EUMETSAT 
director general, said the new 
generation satellites will facilitate 
insights into atmospheric humidity and 
occurrence of lightning, potentially 
saving lives.

“Meteosat Third Generation 
data hold promise to revolutionise 
weather forecasting, enable more 
precise monitoring of our changing 
atmosphere, land surfaces and oceans,” 
he said, elaborating that they facilitate 
near real-time tracking of the three 
dimensional atmospheric structure, 
gaining lead time in forecasting severe 
storms.

The satellites provide real-time 
data on the location and intensity of 
lightning flashes to better forecast 
thunderstorms, facilitating improved 
monitoring of key meteorological 
parameters such as water vapour, 
temperature and clouds.

All this is done at higher resolution 
levels and precision, using new 

spectral measurements, he stated. The 
forum is meant to sustain the dialogue 
between EUMETSAT and the African 
user community, he said.

They are chiefly national 
meteorological services and their 
regional centres, facilitating the use of 
EUMETSAT satellite data throughout 
the continent, he remarked.

In view of the risk that climate 
variability and change is posing to 
communities, economic sectors and 
the national economy, it is imperative 
to monitor and predict weather 
accurately and ensure that early 
warning information reaches needy 
communities timely and in a cost 
effective manner, he said.

Accurate and timely weather and 
climate information are essential for 
effective planning of socio-economic 
activities, support climate change 
adaptation and reduction of weather-
related disasters, he specified.

The deputy minister said that 
Tanzania in collaboration with 
development partners has worked 
to strengthen weather forecasting 
capacity, pushing investment in 
observation and monitoring of 
weather and climate change.

The government has facilitated 
procurement of meteorological 
infrastructure and acquisition of 
necessary expertise for enhancing 
observation, monitoring and 
availability of quality data, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

TMA installs 50 third-generation
automatic forecast units, 7 radars

disaster victims being exclusively 
used for that mandate and not being 
channeled to other needs, he said, 
erasing the Disaster Management Act 
in its section 242, which came into 
effect in 2015.

The new law sets up a national 
disaster support fund for disaster 
management efforts and a 
stakeholders’ forum involving 
public and private sector entities to 
liaise their participation in disaster 
management efforts, he said.

Earlier, the parliamentary 
committee on legal and 
constitutional affairs urged the 
government to formulate a disaster 
management strategy by involving 
key stakeholders.

Dr Joseph Mhagama (Madaba), the 

committee chairman, advised the 
government to enhance awareness 
to the public on what is needed in 
case of an emergency, underlining 
that an awareness drive needs to 
start in schools, taken to gatherings 
and mainstream media.

He said the Disaster Management 
Act of 2004 needs to be updated to 
embody current policy orientations, 
in which case the bill is timely. 
Elibariki Kingu (Singida West) said 
the inclusion of MPs in district 
and regional disaster management 
committees illustrates how 
stakeholders\ role is enhanced in 
managing disasters.

Salome Makamba (Special Seats) 
said curbing powers of RCs and DCs 
in property requisitioning during 
disasters is welcome, saying it 
upholds the rights of citizens.

FROM PAGE 1

RCs, DCs to shed power
over managing disasters

President Samia Suluhu Hassan pictured shortly after jetting into Nairobi’s Jomo Kenyatta International Airport yesterday ready to attend the inauguration of Dr 
William Kipchirchir Samoei Arap Ruto (55) as Kenya’s 5th President. Photo: State House 

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi holds talks with Inspector General of Police Camilius Wambura (2nd-L) at Zanzibar State House yesterday. Left is 
Zanzibar Police Commissioner Hamad Khamis Hamad.  Photo: Zanzibar State House

VP: Avoid fish preservation
using low quality chemicals

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi has said his government will 
provide all kinds of assistance to the 
Police Force to make sure it executes 
its duties accordingly and in great 
achievements. 

President Mwinyi made the remarks 
at Zanzibar state House on Monday 
when he met with and held talks 
with the Inspector General of the 
Police (IGP) Camillus Wambura, who, 
among others, visited the President for 
introduction.

He said the government recognises 
the existence of various challenges 
facing the Force, hence he explained 
about the government intention to find 
solutions thereof to enable it execute 
its duties diligently.

He added that the aim of having 
various organs for defence and 
security, including the police force is to 
ensure peace prevails in the country, 
and added that collaboration was the 
key to success among these organs.

Dr Mwinyi said the government 
is satisfied by the police force 
performance and stressed its 

continued collaboration between the 
Zanzibar government and the police 
force.

He also used the occasion to 
congratulate IGP Wambura for his 
appointment to the position of the 
most important organ for the country’s 
internal security.

For his part, IGP Wambura said 
Tanzania has made great efforts to 
find solutions to the challenges facing 
the police force, including shortage 
of essential working tools, especially 
transport.

He said apart from the government 

providing adequate funds for the 
purchase of equipment, recently it 
received 72 vehicles, while 78 others 
were on the way to the country.

“There are 117 other vehicles being 
manufactured for our police force and 
will be brought to the country after 
they are manufactured,” he said.

He added that the distribution 
of the vehicle that had arrived has 
already been done in which Zanzibar 
has been supplied with 10 vehicles 
for the five regions, Ziwani Police 
College and the Zanzibar Field Force 
Unit (FFU).

Regarding lack of security in Zanzibar 
border areas, IGP Wambura said 
following the directives of President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan, who is the 
Commander in Chief of the country’s 
armed forces, the police was working 
on the issue; taking into consideration 
the country’s internal

Mwinyi pledges support
to Zanzibar police force

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Kinondoni District 
Commissioner, Godwin Gondwe 
has argued with the Dar es 
Salaam residents to protect water 
infrastructure against vandalism and 
report the vandals to the relevant 
authority.

He made the remarks yesterday 
when speaking during the tour of 
Dar es Salaam Political Committee 
to the water project of Makongo – 
Bagamoyo, which is implemented by 
Dar es Salaam Water and Sanitation 
(DAWASA) funded by World Bank 
(WB). 

He said it is the intention of the 
government to supply clean water to 
every citizen so it is their obligation 
to protect the infrastructures which 
supply water to their households.

Gondwe said the government has 
been spending billions of money 

to construct water infrastructures 
so it will not tolerate any kind of 
vandalism.

He went on that the government 
provides water at a very affordable 
cost compared to private sellers 
adding that any vandalism will 
obstruct the government mission.

“People who temper with water 
infrastructures will cause water 
shortage to others and lose to the 
government because it will incur cost 
to do maintenance to ensure that 
people continue to get clean and safe 
water, so when you see them report 
to the authority,” said Gondwe

The Committee Secretary, 
Adam Ngalawa, said it is the task 
of every citizen to protect water 
infrastructures in order to reach 
the target of supplying water to 100 
per cent of Dar es Salam and Coast 
Region citizens.

“We are satisfied by the speed of 

the implementation of the project 
and residents of Mbweni, Tegeta A, 
Goba, Madale and Makongo, who 
are not connected should be patient 
because they will be connected  very 
soon, we have visited the site and  the 
pace we see is encouraging,” he said.

He also said the construction of 
water tanks at Vikawe, Mbweni and 
Tegeta A, have reached over 90 per 
cent of the construction so people 
should be patient because they will 
be connected soon.

“The Committee commends the 
effort by President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan for availing 65.4Bn/ to 
facilitate the project and DAWASA 
management make sure you work 
day and night so that people will 
get water connection very soon,” he 
said.

On his side, DAWASA’s Project 
Manager, Ramadhani Mtindasi, said 
the implementation of the project 

included construction of three water 
tanks which have the capacity of 
5,000,000 litters each.

He said the project also included 
the construction of two centers 
which will be used to push water, 
laying down water pipes for 1,200 
Kilometers which are 16 inches, 14, 
12, 10, 8, 6, 4 and 2 to the end users.

He said the project has reached 
87 percent and they expect to be 
completed by December this year.

The resident of Kinondo B 
Street in Mabwepande, Husna 
Bakari, commended DAWASA for 
implementing the project in their 
street because they suffered a lot to 
get clean water and they used a lot of 
time to search for water.

“We were supposed to work up 
very early in the morning and travel 
very far to search for water but we 
are happy that the project gave us 
new lease of life,” she said

Kinondoni DC warns of infrastructure vandalism

By Guardian Reporter

VILLAGERS in Zanzibar have 
planted 8,000 natural and fruit trees to 
avert climate change-related impacts 
as part of executing the Ecosystem-
Based Adaptation for Rural Resilience 
in Tanzania (EbARR) project.

In Zanzibar, the five-year project is 
being executed in North A District’s 
three Shehia of Matemwe Kijini, 
Matemwe Mbuyutende and Matemwe 
Jugakuu

A Kijini resident Hamad Fakh 
Makame said that in EbARR project 
they have planted those trees to 
address drought and floods as well as 
improving nutrition at household level. 

“We know for sure that thought these 
endeavor we’ll deter deforestation, 
is not friendly to the environment,” 
he said, lauding the project as key in 
addressing climate change.

Among fruit tree species planted 
include avocado, which is rich in are 
a source of vitamins C, E, K, and B6, 
as well as riboflavin, niacin, folate, 
pantothenic acid, magnesium, and 

potassium. They also provide lutein, 
beta carotene, and omega-3 fatty 
acids. Avocados contain high levels of 
healthy, beneficial fats, which can help 
a person feel fuller between meals. 

Makame:  “It’s a process from 
the planting of the seedlings to the 
transplanting but we managed to plant 
trees in the eligible areas.”

Our hope is that the move will restore 
the area and avert climate change 
and for fruit trees it will help us to get 
nutrition. In a nutshell this project is 
fruitful and I ask those people who are 
behind this project to come up with a 
new project.

We started this project in September 
2021.

EbARR project: we get wood for 
cooking, building houses and other 
uses and finally we contribute to 
address the impacts of climate change.

EbARR project also encourages 
conservation, improved management 
and restoration of ecosystems to 
provide the essential services that 
people need to adapt to climate 
variability. 

Zanzibar villagers in tree planting
campaign to avert climate change
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

POLICE have warned drivers of 
government vehicles against violating 
road traffic laws, saying all risk being 
arrested and other wise dealt with just 
like other defaulting motorists

ACP Wilbroad Mutafungwa, the 
National Road Traffic Commander, 
issued the warning here on Monday 
during his visit at Inyala   near Mbeya 
along Dar-Tunduma highway, the scene 
of a recent road accident that claimed 
the lives of more than 30 people.

The aim of the visit is to inspect 
progress on the building of the vehicles 
parking centre where a procedure was 
instituted for large trucks and small 
vehicles to pass in turn, as well as the 
construction of the 2.5km diversion.

He said government drivers who 
violate road traffic laws and regulations 
will be booked even if they happen to 
be travelling with their bosses or their 
official positions.

He added that road traffic police have 
already been given instructions on 
how to deal with such drivers, saying 
the aim is to reduce road accidents.

Commander Mutafungwa said the 
Traffic police will start making special 
inspections on brake systems on 
trucks at vehicles inspection centres 
at Tunduma in Songwe Region and 

Makambako in Njombe Region.
He added that the inspection is 

also part of strategies to reduce road 
accidents since many trucks that cause 
fatal accidents especially down steep 
gradients had defective brake systems.

He said any lorry inspected and 
found to be defective will not be 
permitted to proceed until the defects 
are rectified.

He added that the plate numbers 
of defective trucks will be removed to 
ensure they do not move.

He called on lorry owners to 
frequently make maintenance of their 
vehicles to avoid inconveniences along 
the road.

Regarding the procedure to allow 
small and big trucks to travel in turn 
along the Inyala gradient, Mutafungwa 
said it will help to reduce frequent 
accidents.

On September 11 this year, Vice 
president Dr Philip Mpango visited 
the Inyala ‘black spot’ area and gave 
10 days to TANROADS to complete the 
construction of the vehicles inspection 
centre.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has a tête-à-tête with Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (L) in the National Assembly in Dodoma city yesterday, 
the House having reconvened earlier in the day for yet another scheduled meeting. Photo: PMO

Drivers of govt vehicles 
urged to observe the law

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has set aside 
16.55bn/- for the renovation and 
equipping of some 19 old district 
hospitals in the country in the 2022/23, 
the parliament heard yesterday.

The deputy minister of State, 
President’s Office, Regional 
Administration and Local Government, 
Dr Festo Dugange made the remarks in 
response to a question asked by the 
Mpwapwa MP, George Malima (CCM).

The lawmaker had wanted to know 
when the government would renovate 
the Mpwapwa district hospital. “What 
is the government doing in an effort 

to improve old district hospitals 
in the country like Mpwapwa with 
dilapidated infrastructure?” he asked.

In response, the deputy minister 
said the government’s main aim is 
to improve infrastructure of the old 
hospitals for better service delivery in 
public health facilities.

Dr Dugange said the government 
would consider renovation and 
equipping all hospitals in the country 
and that 900mn/- has been allocated 
for the project, noting that Mpwapwa 
hospital is to benefit too.

In another development, the 
deputy minister also noted that the 

government has budgeted 69.5 bn/- 
for equipping some 30 hospitals in the 
country with the required equipment 
in the 2022/23.

He made the remarks while 
responding to a supplementary 
question raised by the Special Seats 
MP, Catherine Magige (CCM) who had 

argued that most health facilities lack 
the rightful equipment.

She had wanted to know what the 
government was doing to improve 
equipment at all health facilities in 
the country instead of just some few 
ones.

“What is the government doing to 

help provide the needed equipment in 
hospitals throughout the country?” she 
asked.

In his response, the deputy minister 
explained that the government was 
aware of the shortage of equipment in 
many hospitals, thus the decision to set 
budget towards that effort

16.55bn/- standing by for renovation, 
equipment at 19 old district hospitals

...the plate numbers of defective 
trucks will be removed to ensure 
they do not move
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Serengeti Breweries Ltd managing director Mark Ocitti (R) signs a handover agreement with Water Aid Country 
representative Anna Mzinga at yesterday’s inauguration of a borehole at Kihanjo in Itigi District, Singida Region, which 
supplies over 2,000 residents with clean and safe water. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE Minister of State in the Vice 
President’s Office (Environment) 
Selemani Jafo has been instructed to 
make follow up on the country’s local 
councils in regard to the government’s 
directives to plant 1.5 million trees 
every year by making sure the trees are 
actually in place.

The directives to the minister were 
given here by the Vice President, Dr 
Philip Mpango when opening the 36 
Meeting of the Association of Local 
Authorities of Tanzania (ALAT), saying 
there have been a lot of gags in regard 
to the implementation of the plans that 
aim to protect the environment.

Dr Mpango said there are possibilities 
that some local councils actually plant 
the trees but are never serviced or 
protected hence they die away.

He also lashed out at some party 
and government officials involved in 
environmental destruction including 
receiving bribes in order to allow 
livestock to enter park areas and water 
sources.

The VP said in some areas in the 
country some of these officials even 
encourage people to invade camps 
manned by defence and security 
personnel and called on councillors 
to condemn the practice without 
fear.

Meanwhile, Dr Mpango directed 
the Ministry of Lands, Housing and 
Human Settlements Development to 
increase the pace of land survey and 
planning of towns and cities in order 
to go in tandem with the population 
increase.

He also called on councils’ executive 
directors to work together with 

councillors to oversee survey of land 
plots and issuance of building permits 
to ensure better planning in urban 
areas.

In the same vein, the National ALAT 
Chairman, Murshid Ngeze said the 
organisation has boosted cooperation 
with various other local government 
associations in Africa, adding that 
they have started to benefit from the 
cooperation.

He said the cooperation has started 
to bear fruit, including sponsorship 
of various development projects 
including those regarding the 
environment.

He said they have received 
cooperation from the government of 
Morocco in which its various cities and 
sponsors thereof have been sponsoring 
development projects in some of our 
local councils.

Mpango: Ensure follow-ups on 
councils’ tree planting projects

By Guardian Reporter

THE US Embassy in Dar es Salaam 
and the US Commercial Service have 
announced the participants in a two-
day fact-finding mission to mainland 
Tanzania and Zanzibar. 

The fact-finding mission will be 
held from September 27-28, 2022, in 
Dar es Salaam and Zanzibar City and 
will feature nineteen US firms and 
firms with significant U.S. operations 
or investment with a total market 
capitalization of over $1.6 trillion.  The 
firms will be investigating trade and 
investment potential in Tanzania.

The mission is led by the U.S. Embassy 
in Dar es Salaam, in collaboration with 
the American Chambers of Commerce 
(“AmCham”) of Kenya, Tanzania and 
South Africa, and seeks to introduce 

American firms to the potential 
offered by the Tanzania Mainland 
and Zanzibar markets.  According 
to Maxwell Okello, CEO, AmCham 
Kenya, “Our members are excited 
about the business potential and new 
opportunities opening up in Mainland 
Tanzania and Zanzibar in agribusiness, 
energy, healthcare, infrastructure, ICT, 
manufacturing and other industry 
sectors. They’re seeking to better 
understand the market and how they 
can participate in these opportunities 
and this mission provides an excellent 
avenue to gather insights and engage 
directly with relevant government 
and private sector stakeholders. It’s 
also a great opportunity for both 
countries to explore ways to deepen 
their commercial ties and engagement 
which supports achievement of 

economic goals driving wealth and job 
creation.”

 During this two-day tour, company 
representatives will interact with 
Government of Tanzania/Zanzibar 
officials, receive U.S. Embassy 
briefings, engage with Tanzanian 
private sector leaders, and receive 
insights from U.S. firms operating in 
Tanzania.  Confirmed participants 
include Abbott Laboratories, Alliance 
One Tobacco Tanzania Limited, 
Baker Hughes, Becton Dickinson, 
Burn Manufacturing, Citi, Cisco, 
Coca-Cola, FAS Authentication, GE, 
Hid Global, Honeywell International 
Inc., Integrated Biometrics, Koko 
Networks, Parallel Wireless Inc, 
Procter & Gamble, Reinke S.A., Roche, 
and Wasoko.The companies will be 
joined by representatives from the U.S. 
Agency for International Development, 
U.S. Commercial Service Liaison to the 
AfDB, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
U.S. Department of State, and the U.S. 
Trade Development Agency.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE ministry of Home Affairs has 
come up with new strategies to deal 
with the youth criminal gangs that 
engage themselves in armed robbery.

The new development has seen the 
introduction of more police officers 
at ward levels in the country and 
purchase of new police vehicles to be 
distributed at all district police stations 
to enforce operations.

Minister for Home Affairs, Hamad 
Masauni made the remarks in the 
parliament yesterday while responding 
to a supplementary question asked by 
the Special Seats MP, Taulida Galos.

 The lawmaker had wanted to know 
what the government was doing to 
contain the menace youth groups 
commonly referred to as ‘panya road’ 
among others.

She said “The youth criminal gangs 
are serious threats to people, their 
property and lives as they operate 
using dangerous traditional weapons,” 
calling for serious measures.

In response, the minister said the 
government has decided to post more 
police officers at ward levels in the 

country as part of the plan to beef up 
security.

“Some newly recruited police officers 
have been deployed on the ground to 
contain the situation, working closely 
with local leaders in providing public 
education too,” he said.

In addition, he said the ministry has 
received directives to purchase more 
vehicles and distribute them at every 
district in effort to improve transport 
as well as providing fuel.

The young criminal gang groups 
have been very common in many parts 
of Dar es Salaam city and few other 
parts of the country.

The latest case was reported in 
April this year prompting police in 
Dar es Salaam to arrest at least ten 
of suspected members of a teenage 
armed gang in a special operation.

This was after pictures circulated 
online with pictures showing various 
Chanika suburbs’ residents injured 
after attacks with sharp objects, with 
reports saying the acts were carried 
out by armed youth gangs.

The security threat did not only end 
with Chanika, as it later spread to the 
streets of Tabata Kisiwani in the city in 

just a week.
In this incident another similar 

gang reportedly stormed some shops 
and injured people, thus raising fears 
among residents of the country’s 
commercial capital.

According to the police, the 
mobsters have been using machetes 
to rob people of their valuables, 
property and money, and we have 
spoken to street chairpersons and 
our goodwill ambassadors and 
agreed that the situation must be 
put to a stop as perpetrators face the 
law,” he said.

Dar es Salaam Spec City’s Special 
Zone Commander Jumanne Muliro 
said most of the arrested youths were 
aged between 13 and 21.

He noted that apart from the youths 
robbing people of their property in the 
Chanika incident, they also injured 23 
people by attacking them with sharp 
objects in various places of their bodies 
causing most to be admitted in hospital 
for treatment.

“These young people have been 
arrested and have said a lot of things 
that are essential to our operations,” 
he said.

Home Affairs ministry devises new 
strategies to deal with ‘panya road’

19 US companies in Tanzania to 
‘study’ investment opportunities
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By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

FIRE and Rescue Force in Kinondoni District in Dar es 
Salaam have urged owners of residential and commercial 
buildings to consider safety standards and create a culture 
of educating tenants on the proper use of cooking energies 
so as to help prevent fire outbreaks.

Kinondoni Regional Fire and Rescue Commander 
Christina Sunga made the call yesterday when the force 
visited various areas of Mbezi Beach and Kinondoni that had 
faced fire incidents.

Inspecting one of the houses located in Majimaji Street, 
Christina said it is high time that landlords also consider 
raising awareness to tenants on fire and precautions needed 
as a battle to fire incidents.

“Commercial and residential landlords should ensure 
that renting houses should go hand in hand with handing 
guidelines on proper use of cooking energies, needed 
precautions and repercussions that might come from it,” 
she said.

According to her, statistics show that residential houses 
lead with fire outbreaks due to lack of essential knowledge 
especially on safe cooking energies:

“Having four or five people having the same energy 
like iron, a fridge that has huge energy consumption, this 
accelerates fire outbreak.”

She also gave a call to landlords owning areas like hotels, 
hospitals to ensure water reserves are put in place as per the 
law so as to provide support during fighting fire outbreaks.

Fatma Lengai, one of the fire victims, said almost 
everything has been lost due to the fire outbreak.

She called on tenants to consider taking precautions 
especially during cooking since this is one of the areas which 
cause a lot of fire incidents due to ignorance of using the 
cooking energies.

Majimaji street chairperson, Hellen Mateso urged the 
force to consider responding on time once the fire incidents 
occur so as to rescue people and properties.

Vicky Bishubo (3nd-L), head of NMB Bank Plc’s Government business department, pictured in Mbeya city on Monday briefing Vice 
President Dr Philip Mpango (R) as he toured the bank’s pavilion at an exhibition held on the sidelines of the three-day annual general 
meeting of the Association of Local Authorities of Tanzania (ALAT) which he had just opened. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Francis Kajubi

THE Association of Hearing Impaired People in Tanzania 
(CHAVITA) has called upon the government to deploy 
enough sign language translators in public offices so that 
people with impaired hearing enjoy their right of access to 
information.

CHAVITA argues that there has been a lack of translators 
in public authorities such as police stations, hospitals and in 
the court of law to facilitate communication and make the 
deaf feel they are a part of everything important.

Speaking ahead of the International Week of the Deaf to 
be celebrated from 26 September to October 1st this year to 
be held in Mtwara region, Lupi Mwaisaka, CHAVITA Country 
Coordinator for Gender Affairs said that people with 
impaired hearing are left behind when it comes to access of 
information on different national matters.

“We have learnt that during the Covid-19 eruption 
educational and informative programmes on television and 
radio stations isolated people with impaired hearing. The 
majority of these people were not educated with vaccination 
and preventive measures,” said Mwaisaka.

According to her, this year’s International Week of the Deaf 
will be celebrated under the theme ‘Creating a collective 
society with collective solutions’ CHAVITA message to the 
government is to ensure that there is vivid involvement of 
the deaf in national matters be it economically or socially.

She said that with the financial support from the United 
Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) 
CHAVITA had since March 2021 running a sensitization 
programme on Covid-19 preventive measures and 
vaccination targeting the deaf.

Dubbed ‘Covid-19 Vaccine Demand Promotion: Improved 
Awareness and Confidence in Covid-19 Preventive Measures 
including Deaf Population in Tanzania’ the programme has 
so far covered a number of districts from three regions of 
Arusha, Mwanza and Mbeya regions.

The programme had so far covered the districts of Karatu, 
Meru and Urban Arusha in Arusha region, Sengerema, Magu 
and Ilemela in Mwanza region and Urban Mbeya and Kyela 
in Mbeya region.

“So far about 42,961 deaf or people with impaired hearing 
have been reached with education on Covid-19 of which 303 
agreed to be vaccinated,” said Mwaisaka.

According to her, the target is reaching 51,000 deaf and 
hearing impaired hearing with the education at the end of 
this year.

According to her, the government has been investing on 
disabled people but she insisted that the deaf should be 
remembered for opportunities as it is to other social groups.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the Federation of Disabled 
People in Tanzania (SHIVYAWATA) Ernest Kimaya said that 
to meet the demands and requirements of the deaf the 
government needs to have accurate data of their population.

“We do hope that with the just ended censors the 
government will come up with an exact number of the deaf 
in Tanzania and therefore strategies that will enable them 
take full part in economic opportunities,” said Kimaya.

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

THE Tanzania Alliance for Biodiversity 
(TABIO) has called for increased use of natural 
agricultural inputs that are friendly to the 
environment during the implementation 
of Tanzania’s Agenda 10/30’ that seeks to 
improve the productivity of different crops 
based on the value to meet the lucrative 
markets in particularly the external markets.

 TABIO Coordinator Abdallah Mkindi said 
that the government should create a conducive 
environment for natural agricultural inputs 
such as local seeds, biopesticides, compost, 
farm yard manure and biofertilizers to 
contribute meaningfully in achieving the 
Agenda 10/30. 

“Biofertilizers for example, have an 
important role to play in improving nutrient 
supplies and their crop availability in the years 
to come. They are environmentally friendly, 
non-bulky and low cost agricultural inputs,” 
he said.  

He noted the need to continue strengthening 
capacities of smallholder farmers in 
preparation of biofertilizers, farmyard 
manure and compost for immediate release of 
nutrients and biopesticides with the required 
dosage for improving agriculture productivity. 

The art of collecting and decomposing 
wastes from animal and vegetable sources for 
use in improving crop productivity is as old as 
agriculture,” he added. 

TABIO advocates use of 
environmentally friendly 
inputs in crop production

Chavita stresses 
need for more 
sign language 
translators in 
public offices

Fire & Rescue Force 
urges public to place 
premium on ways to 
prevent fire incidents
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

CONCERNED by the increasing cases 
of ‘mistreatment’ of pupils by school 
bus drivers, the Hai MP, Saashisha 
Mafuwe (CCM) now calls for a law to 
allow only women to drive school 
buses.

Speaking in the parliament 
yesterday, the lawmaker argued that 
there are many reported cases of child 
molestation, among other vices by the 
drivers.

The lawmaker posed a 
supplementary question to the 
minister for Home Affairs, Hamad 
Masauni saying, “Why not make it 
compulsory that school buses be 
driven by women since male drivers 
have proved unworthy?”.

He argued that there is need to 
have strict pupils transport system 
regulations aimed at safeguarding 
pupils’ welfare.

In response, the minister noted 
that it was a good idea and that the 
government would see its applicability 
but the he noted that a lot has been 
done to reduce the challenge.

“The government has done a lot in 
changing the increased trend of the 
problem but other stakeholders’ views 
are welcome,” said the minister.

Research shows that sexual abuse 
of primary and secondary schoolgirls 
is on the increase, and at times in the 
hand of school bus drivers.

This has prompted activists to 
embark on awareness campaigns to 
enlighten commercial bus drivers, 
identified as the largest group of 
unscrupulous men who like to meddle 
with the students, and have been 
known to impregnate some of them.

One of the activist groups, an NGO 
known as WAJIKI, based in Dar-es-
Salaam, organised a seminar for 
commercial and commuter bus 
operators.

WAJIKI is well known for its concern 
against the sexual abuse of school 
children and other minors.

According to the Executive Director 
of the organisation,  Janeth Mawiza 

her NGO recently conducted surveys 
in schools located in Mwananyamala, 
Makumbusho and Kawe wards, where 
many students admitted that they 
were experiencing sexual violence 
and abuse, mostly at the hands of bus 
drivers.

Mawiza said research results showed 
that the bus drivers used to entice the 
girls by offering them free transport, 
plus a small amount of cash in order 
to divert the minors from their routes 
and take them home. “They end up in 
sexual affairs which lead to an increase 
of early pregnancies and school drop-
outs. Again, sexually transmitted 
diseases, including HIV/AIDS are 
obvious involved in such un-protected 
affairs,” she said.

Speaking in similar vein, the Director 
for Gender in the Ministry of Health, 
Magreth Mussai said that the fight 
against sexual abuse against schoolgirls 
should be supported by everybody 
eager to check the moral decay in the 
society.

She urged parents to find time to 
talk to their female children on the 
implications of early sexual affairs. 
Mussai regretted that many parents give 
priority to the pursuit of materialism 
wile completely abandoning their 
core-parenting tasks.

Hai MP calls for enactment of 
legislation demanding that only 
women will drive school buses

Education, Science and Technology minister Prof Adolf Mkenda (2nd-R) and acting World Bank country director Preeti Arora (L) launch the Higher Education for 
Economic Transformation (HEET) project in Dar es Salaam yesterday. This is a five-year World Bank-supported initiative aimed at promoting higher education as a 
catalytic force in the new Tanzanian economy. Right is the ES&T ministry’s Permanent Secretary, Dr Francis Michael. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

A TOTAL of 150 workers of the 
Blue Amber hotel building project 
employments have been terminated 
following the Zanzibar lands ministry’s 
decision to revoke land ownership 
deed to Pennyroyal Zanzibar Limited, 
project owners despite a court order 
that allowed construction to proceed. 

Briefing reporters on Monday, the 
workers said they have received the 
news on the suspension of the Five-
Star hotel with great shock.

Haji Zada Haji, a mechanic of the 
hotel project said the construction of 
the hotel had reached an advanced 
stage and many youths from 
Unguja North Region benefitted via 
employment at the construction site.

“We appeal to the government to 
look afresh on the effects regarding the 

revocation of the land ownership for 
the benefit of the Isles investment and 
its economic development in general,” 
he added.

John Haji Khamis, another former 
worker at the hotel project, said the 
project had reached at an advanced 
stage hence its suspension can 
discourage other investors to invest in 
the Isles.

According to media reports 
attributed to the owner of Pennyroyal 
Zanzibar Limited, Brian Thomson, 
the revocation of land plot ownership 
was issued even though the company 
received an order from the Zanzibar 
High Court to continue with 
construction work.

Thomson said in 2014 his firm has 
granted a title deed for 411 hectares 
after finalizing the project’s feasibility 
studies that was submitted and 

endorsed by Zanzibar Investment 
Promotion Authority (ZIPA) that 
qualified him as a strategic investor.

“All other permits, including those 
on Environmental Assessment Impact 
(EAI) was provided by relevant 
authorities,” he said.

He added that his firm was 
established in 2012, granted plot title 
deed in 2014 and ZIPA permit in 2018 
after meeting all conditions required.

However, he added, in June 2021 
Pennyroyal Limited was informed 
by the government that it intended 
to provide part of the land under his 
firm’s ownership to an UAE investor.  

“This was followed by a letter from 
the government saying it was part of 
implementing a court order whereby 
some of involved parties won in 
civil case No 1113 in regard to plot 
No 1107 and 1113 which were part of 

Pennyroyal’s land plot area,” Thomson 
said.

He said the plot that the government 
claimed to be in conflict was the 20 
hectare plot out of the 411 owned by 
his firm.

Zanzibar Minister of State in 
the President’s Office (Labour 
and, Economy and Investment) 
Mudrick Ramadhan Soraga said the 
government has suspended the land 
lease agreement but the Pennyroyal 
Company continues to hold the 
investment permit.

“The land leasing agreement has 
actually been suspended but they 
still continue to own the investment 
permit while the case is ongoing in 
court and on the government’s side 
this issue is with the attorney general 
of the government,” said minister 
Soraga.

150 workers dismissed following govt’s
revocation of investor’s land ownership 

They end up in 
sexual affairs which 
lead to an increase 
of early pregnancies 
and school drop-
outs. Again, sexually 
transmitted 
diseases, including 
HIV/AIDS are 
obvious involved in 
such un-protected 
affairs

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

RESIDENTS of Dodoma will soon be 
exposed to positive health access by 
eating roasted rabbit meat following 
a move by the country’s famous 
entrepreneur youth group to invest 
into said rare business at the heart of 
the Capital City.

Rabbit meat is rich in vitamins B12 
and E, while also having a higher 
concentration of most minerals. One of 
the minerals lower compared to other 
meats is sodium, making rabbit even 
more appealing to people with high 
blood pressure.

Giving an exclusive interview to The 
Guardian, chairman of the Dodoma-
based Tusumuke Youth Entrepreneurs 
Group (TYEG), Christopher Dioniz, 
unveiled that they were running 
processes to start conducting the 
rarely available services from across 
the country.

“Most people in Tanzania are far 
away from understanding the health 

benefit of consuming rabbit meat, and 
that’s why consumption of the meat 
is still very low in Tanzania despite its 
potential,” he said.

He added, apart from just generating 
profit, the envisaged project focuses 
also to educate the public over the 
importance of eating rabbit meat, but 
also, the group will use the project to 
offer training on how to venture into 
rabbit keeping projects.

“Currently, we’re continuing with 
efforts to get a comfortable pavilion 
at the newly –constructed Machinga 
complex market in Dodoma Capital 
city in readiness to start conducting 
the business,” he revealed.

Dioniz explained that the plan was 
to prepare professionally and market 
the rabbit meat at a patriotic price of 
at least 15,000/- per kilogram in order 
to allow most people to enjoy the rare-
healthier meat.

He briefed that the group was 
running a major project for the 
production of rabbit, saying they keep 
varieties of rabbits, including the News 
Lands White, Giant and the British 

rabbits.
“Although we are getting customers 

from various regions and some from 
outside the country, our prime focus 
is to educate, sensitize and allow 
more Tanzanians to understand the 
importance of the rabbit meat, the 
move we believe will propel to fresh 
impetus to motivate for keeping 
and consumption of rabbit,” he 
expressed.

According to a special report from 
the Rabbit Project Planning Strategies 
for Developing Countries, in recent 
years there has been rising global 
awareness on the virtues of rabbit meat 
production in developing countries 
as an alternative means of alleviating 
world food shortages.

This basic understanding is largely 
attributable to the rabbit’s high rate 
of reproduction and early maturity, 
rapid growth rate, high genetic 
selection potential, efficient feed 
and land space utilization, limited 
competition with humans for similar 
foods and high quality nutritious 
meat.

New project to heighten rabbit meat
consumption in Tanzania in pipeline

Tanzania’s Ambassador to Indonesia, Macocha Tembele (L), presents his credentials to Indonesian President Joko Widodo 
recently. Photo coutesy of Foreign Affairs ministry
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Arusha Regional Police commander Justine Masejo pictured yesterday briefing journalists on elephant tusks he said 
police officers seized recently at Endabash village in Karatu District. Photo: Correspondent Cynthia Mwilolezi

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE public has been cautioned 
against the harmful use of alcohol 
contributing to rapid sharp increase of 
Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs) 
in the country.

Dr James Kiologwe, Assistant 
Director NCDs from the Ministry of 
Health said that a one day virtual 
training to journalist aims to shed 
light on how alcohol use contribute 
to different types of cancers such as 
liver, pancreatitis, cancers (oral and 
pharynx, larynx, oesophagus, liver, 
colorectal), hemorrhagic stroke and 
hypertension.

Also contribute to practice of 
unsafe sex leading to spread of sexual 
transmitted disease like Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS), unintended pregnancies, road 
accidents, and quarrels.

The director said heavy drinking 
can also increase blood pressure and 
blood cholesterol levels, both of which 
are major risk factors for heart attacks 
and strokes.

Furthermore, long-term alcohol 
misuse can weaken your immune 
system, making you more vulnerable 
to serious infections.

He said the statistics show that 
NCDs contribute to 41 percent of all 
deaths in the country annually, naming 
the disease as cancers, diabetes, 
hypertension, heart complications and 
strokes.

Also, modifiable behaviors, such as 
tobacco use, physical inactivity, and 
unhealthy diet all increase the risk of 
NCDs.

Dr Kiologwe highlighted the need 
for the public to increase awareness 
on prevention of the diseases that have 
increased treatment burden.

“We have a duty of emphasizing 
people to adhere to regular medical 
checkups to know their health status 
and take action and start treatment 
early just in case they are found with 
the problem,” he said.

Director said globally, 15 million 
people have been affected by the 
stroke, while out of those, 8 percent are 
living in Africa noting that stroke alone 

contributes to 85 percent of reported 
deaths in Africa.

He said statistics show that in 
Tanzania, 26 percent of the population 
has hypertension and 33 percent 
of patients attending at Muhimbili 
National Hospital (MNH) had a stroke 
and died within one month from the 
reporting day.

In the case of cancer, statistics show 
that three quarters of the patients 
were not aware of their health’s status, 
reached in hospitals at late stages and 
ended in palliative care.

Similar case was also noted to 
diabetes, 64 percent of the patients 
arrived in hospitals already in the 
late stage of the disease facing second 
complications like kidney failure.

There is a strong link between 
alcohol and non-communicable 
diseases, particularly cancer, 
cardiovascular disease, liver disease, 
pancreatitis and diabetes, and these 
findings support calls by the World 
Health Organisation to implement 
evidence-based strategies to reduce 
harmful use of alcohol.

Ministry official warns against 
excessive alcohol consumption

By Guardian Reporter

THE Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation yesterday released its sixth 
annual Goalkeepers Report showing 
that nearly every indicator of the 17 
global Sustainable Development Goals 
is off track at the halfway point for 
achieving them by 2030

Despite significant setbacks caused 
by overlapping global crises, the 
report is optimistic, underscoring 
opportunities to accelerate progress 
toward ending poverty, fighting 
inequality, and reducing the impacts of 
climate change.

Co-authored by foundation Co-
chairs Melinda French Gates and Bill 
Gates, this year’s report, “The Future 
of Progress,” notes the impact of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, wars in Ukraine 
and Yemen, ongoing climate and 
food crises, and macro-economic 
headwinds on global ambitions to 
improve and save millions of lives by 
2030.

“It’s no surprise that progress has 
stalled amid numerous crises,” said Bill 
Gates. “But this is not a reason to give 
up. Every action matters to save lives 
and reduce suffering. Turning away 
would be a mistake.”

In their respective essays, French 
Gates and Gates call for new 
approaches to achieving gender 
equality and food security. They also 
cite dramatic progress in dealing with 
the HIV/AIDS epidemic—a nearly 60% 
decline in annual deaths between 
2000 and 2020—as an example of what 
can happen when the world invests 
in long-term solutions and innovative 
approaches to entrenched issues.

“The world faces many 
challenges—some of which may seem 
insurmountable. Yet, despite the 
setbacks, I’m filled with hope that we 
can solve these problems together and 
save millions of lives through human 
ingenuity and innovation,” French 
Gates said. “We know progress is 
possible because the global community 
has faced difficult odds before and 
won. And we can do it again.”

This year’s report includes best- 
and worst-case scenarios for ending 
preventable infectious diseases and 
malnutrition, improving access to 
quality education, increasing access 
to financial services, and achieving 
gender equality.

“At this historical inflection point, 
how the world responds to setbacks is 
a choice that will impact what happens 
now and for generations to come. 
Millions of lives hang in the balance,” 
said Gates Foundation CEO Mark 
Suzman. “We call on governments, 
the private sector, civil society, and 
philanthropic organizations to do 
more to meet the ambitious goals 
and to keep investing in new ways 
of thinking, new tools and data, and 
proven solutions to ensure every 
person has the opportunity to live a 
healthy, productive life.”

In her essay, French Gates cites data 
that shows the world will not reach 
gender equality until at least 2108—
three generations later than previously 
projected. She calls for approaches 
that do more than just ensure a 
woman’s ability to earn a livelihood, 
but to control it.

“When it comes to the future of 
progress—not just on the global goals 

related to gender equality but on those 
on good health, quality education, 
ending poverty, and more—there is 
one engine that can drive them all: 
women’s power,” French Gates writes.

She highlights two proven 
approaches for increasing women’s 
power in their families and 
communities: building economic 
resilience through expanded 
access to digital financial tools and 
implementing a robust caregiving 
infrastructure that enables women to 
earn an income outside of the home.

In his essay, Gates asserts that hunger 
cannot be solved solely through 
humanitarian assistance. He cites 
recent shocks to the world’s supply 
of grain from Eastern Europe and 
the ongoing threat of climate change 
to underscore the vulnerability and 
interconnectedness of the global food 
system. Using a new data visualization 
tool to predict the impact of climate 
change, the report provides bleak 
projections for future crop yields and 
agricultural productivity, particularly 
in Africa.

Gates points to examples of planting 
“climate-smart” crops and utilizing 
predictive modelling as proven 
solutions that have helped smallholder 
farmers in Africa and India increase 
their productivity and protect their 
crops from the disruptive effects of 
climate change. He calls for increased 
investment in R&D and other proven 
solutions to significantly boost 
agricultural productivity, particularly 
in Africa, where 14 countries depend 
on Russia and Ukraine for half their 
wheat.

“The world should be generous and 
prevent people from going hungry, 
but in another sense, it doesn’t solve 
the larger problem. The goal should 
not simply be giving more food aid. It 
should be to ensure no aid is needed in 
the first place,” he writes.

SDG indicators off track 
halfway to 2030 - report

By Guardian Correspondent, Longido 

RESIDENTS of Selela and 
Engaruka Wards in Monduli District, 
Arusha Region have appealed to 
the government to assist them to 
construct a fence around water 
sources to save them from wildlife 
ruin.

The two wards are home to natural 
water sources that supply water all 
year round and are greatly depended 
upon by the residents for domestic 
use, farming and as drinking water to 
livestock,

Speaking to environment reporters 
through the UNDP funded Ecosystem-
Based Adaptation for Rural Resilience 
in Tanzania (EbARR); they said if these 
water sources will not be fenced off, 

they will face total ruin.
Halima Mollel, one of Selela 

residents, said the wildlife, in particular 
elephants, have been invading the 
water sources thereby causing 
destruction to them, and added that 
the only solution is to fence off the 
water sources areas.

“As a community, we are protecting 
these water sources through our 
own skills but now we request the 
government to support us,” she 
added.

Earlier, Makuyuni Division Forests 
officer, Happiness Masaki said Selela 
and Engaruka residents have been 
protecting the water sources using 
traditional means.

She said as for now the two wards 
get water all year round even though 

some other areas experience effects of 
climate change.

“The government praises these 
people for protecting their water 
sources through traditional ways and 
by-laws that have been friendly to the 
water sources,” he added.

The Secretary of Selela environment 
committee, Isack Diagwa said the secret 
behind this achievement is involving 
the community in the protection of the 
water sources.

The project to preserve the 
environment through traditional 
means is being implemented by Media 
Aid for Indigenous and Pastoralists 
Communities (MAIPAC0 and Civic 
and Legal Aid Organisation (CILAO) 
and coordinated by Tanzania Natural 
Resource Forum (TNRF).

Villagers appeal to govt
to fence water sources
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Ed Ergenzinger

E
STRANGEMENT between 
parents and their adult 
children appears to be on 
the rise. Over 25 per cent 

of Americans are currently estranged 
from a family member, and over 43 
per cent have experienced family 
estrangement at some point.

In fact, those statistics are probably 
low since they are based on pre-Covid 
19 data – before the stresses of the 
pandemic and the political climate 
deepened existing fault lines in many 
families.

Some experts believe that increased 
political and cultural polarisation 
coupled with growing mental health 
awareness and recognition of the 
effects of toxic or abusive family 
relationships on well-being have 
contributed to the upward trend in 
numbers.

Yet, in spite of its prevalence, 
estrangement is rarely discussed 
openly because cultural norms and 
expectations make it especially 
stigmatising.

That has led to widespread 
misconceptions about estrangement, 
including that estrangement is rare, 
that it happens suddenly, that there’s a 
clear reason people become estranged, 
and that estrangement happens on a 
whim.

There are many reasons for family 
members to cut ties. In addition to 
abuse, toxicity and bad parenting, 
mental illness and substance abuse are 
major contributors to estrangement.

And although sometimes 
estrangement is a happy ending, it is 
also associated with a slew of negative 
psychological effects, including grief, 
anxiety, depression, and ongoing trust 
issues in other relationships.

Among the others: a decreased 
ability to self-regulate, and a tendency 
to ruminate about problems in all 
relationships rather than enjoying 
their positive, nurturing aspects.

I know all too well. I’ve been 
estranged from my adult daughters for 
over five years. Our relationships were 
casualties of my bipolar I disorder (a 
form of mental illness), my alcoholism, 
divorce, and all of our resulting post-
traumatic stress disorders.

I was diagnosed with bipolar I 
disorder after I had been kicked into 
a severe manic episode from multiple 
stresses, including the collapse of my 
20-year marriage and estrangement 
from my daughters.

I then swung into an intractable 
depression that left me unemployed, 
uninsured, filing for bankruptcy and 
collecting Social Security Disability.

With medicine and therapy, I’ve 
been able to manage my bipolar 
disorder well enough to work again. 
But in many ways, it has felt like waking 
from a nightmare only to discover that 
you were acting it out in your sleep, 
and now you have to deal with the 
repercussions of your sleepwalking.

I’ve had to mourn their loss, even 
though they are still very much alive 
and just don’t want a relationship with 
me. I’ve had to watch them graduate 
high school and start college through 
glimpses that I can catch on rare 
social media posts that I haven’t been 
blocked from.

I miss them so much that it 
sometimes paralyzes me in both 
thought and action, and the triggers 
come from everywhere, constantly.

This is whether it’s scrolling past a 
show on Netflix that used to be “our 
show” with my younger daughter, or 
knowing that for the rest of my life if I 
eat something with coconut in it, I will 
immediately think about how my older 
daughter absolutely hates coconut.

Their ghosts are present in 
everything that I do and see and hear 
and feel and think. I can’t throw out 
six-pack rings without cutting them 
up because my older daughter loves 
sea turtles, and she did a report about 
them once. At least I assume she still 
loves sea turtles.

Because I can’t let go of the hope 
that we may someday reconcile, 
estrangement has left me with an open 
wound that I’ve had to try to learn to 
live with.

In a qualitative study of parents 
estranged from their adult children, 
most described the loss as traumatic, 
unanticipated, unchosen and 
ambiguous because of its uncertainty 
and inconclusiveness. Many also said 
that they experienced social stigma.

In an interview with a mother 
estranged from her children, Professor 
Kristina Scharp of the University of 
Washington recounted: “I feel like I 
have to keep the alienation secretive, 
because people will look at me like I’m 
a piece of shit. Like I’m – what kind of 
a horrible human being of a mother 
could not have her children?

“They assume that I’m either like 
a drug addict, lost her children, or I 

beat my children, or neglected my 
children…. So there’s a social stigma 
that I like to avoid, and yes, I keep it a 
secret.

“It is also common for parents who 
are estranged to feel ‘disenfranchised 
grief ’, which is bereavement that is 
not socially supported or publicly 
acknowledged.

“You feel alone, that you can’t talk 
about it, and that you can’t escape 
thinking about it when even business 
meetings begin with the sharing of 
stories of time spent with family 
during holidays, graduations, and 
vacations (which contributes to social 
disenfranchisement).”

Disenfranchised grief varies widely 
and is deeply personal. It can cause 
sleeplessness, angry outbursts, bouts 
of tearfulness, loneliness, withdrawal, 
difficulty with self-care, forgetfulness, 
and lack of concentration or focus.

What can you do if you’re suffering 
from estrangement? Dr Jade Wu, 
a clinical health psychologist and 
research scientist at Duke University 
School of Medicine (in Durham, North 
Carolina), offers some advice to those 
going through an estrangement who 
have an opportunity for reconciliation.

If given a chance, apologize for past 
hurts and traumas, and try to see their 
side. This isn’t the time to rehash old 
disagreements or discount how they 
are feeling.

Simply acknowledging their 
experience without being defensive 
can be cathartic. It’s important to show 
that you’re open to change in order to 
turn an opportunity for reconciliation 
into an ongoing dialogue.

And when there is no opportunity 
for reconciliation, Dr Kathy McCoy, 
a marriage and family therapist 
specializing in midlife and geriatric 
issues as well as families in conflict, 
provides a number of tips for coping.

One: Grieve without rumination. 
Rumination means endlessly 

obsessing about your pain. That can 
keep you stuck in an endless loop 
of sadness, depression, and helpless 
victimhood.

Allowing yourself to go through the 
grief process and move on doesn’t 
mean that the pain goes away – it only 
means that you make peace with living 
with your pain while beginning to see 
new possibilities for yourself.

Two: Reimagine life on your own. 
You don’t have to give up hope of 
reconciliation, but you should embrace 
life as it is, feel gratitude for the love 
you still have from other family and 
friends, and overall let love – however 
it happens – back into your life.

Three: Forgive yourself and your 
estranged loved one(s). Nursing 
grievances and pain can keep you 
mired in bitterness that not only makes 
reconciliation unlikely but also saps 
the joy from your life.

Four: Don’t let pain define 
your life. If your negative feelings 
overshadow every aspect of your daily 
life, your pain and isolation will only 
deepen, potentially driving friends and 
other loved ones away.

Try to be in the moment when 
enjoying time with friends and family 
instead of rehashing your devastation 
over the estrangement.

Five: Take care of yourself. You will 
be happier overall if you eat healthy 
foods, exercise every day, and pursue 
interests that bring you joy.

Six: Accept the reality of what is 
at the moment. Instead of desperately 
begging for reconciliation, let it be. At 
least for now.

Dr McCoy quotes a mother who has 
been intermittently estranged from 
her daughter for some years: “I have 
this saying I repeat day after day: ‘It is 
what it is.’

“This acceptance, which has been 
hard-won, is freeing. It gives me a 
resting place to reflect and go on with 
my life. Of course, nothing would 
thrill me more than reconciliation 
with my daughter. My door and my 
heart are always open to her. But, in 
the meantime, accepting what is and 
enjoying other aspects and other 
people in my life has been comforting 
and transformative.”

If you’re estranged from your 
children, know that you’re not alone. 
And that it’s OK to talk about it. The 
more we break the silence, the more 
we can help each other heal.

•	 A medium.com dispatch. Ed 
Ergenzinger, JD, PhD, is an American 
patent lawyer, neuroscientist and 
adjunct professor whose personal 
experience battling bipolar disorder 
motivates and informs his mental 
health advocacy, writing, teaching, 
and speaking.

Learning to cope with estrangement: 
When children ‘cancel’ their parents

Knocking into shape a new deal for 
Africa’s women, youth is necessary

S
TATESWOMEN from scores 
of African countries meeting 
in Dar es Salaam were on 
Monday perched on a vision 

issue of putting in place better laws 
and policies to enable women and 
young people realize their dreams and 
prosper in various strides of life. The 
terms of the discussion was somewhat 
forbidding for routine political or 
economic discussion, as to how to 
unfold opportunities for women in the 
African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) now in the course of being 
institutionalized. So far it is an auxiliary 
trade protocol, not vast trade reality.

While ministerial economists 
finish up the fine points as to what 
ratification of the protocol that 
came into force early 2021 following 
adoption by the African Union in 2018, 
the stateswomen were seeking actual 
ways in which women and youth 
can be more involved. The issue was 
really to seek trade equity in a gender 
dimension as AfCFTA structures come 
up, which implicitly seeks to improve 
women’s standing in trade as a whole. 
Making an impact at the continental 
level for women and youth enterprises 
basically presumes they are already 
doing well at the national level, but as 
each country makes its own policies, 
the stateswomen sought consensus on 
the key issues at the continental level. 
That is clearly as it should be.

Looking at the way these concerns 
were being expressed, two rather 
discordant impressions come up, first 
an indication that no coherent solution 
was given that just needs to be signed 
upon, but the emphasis was cohesive 
on the areas upon which policy makers 
have to focus. There was first the issue 
of access to finance and opportunities, 

then empowerment by facilitation 
with skills, and then the removal of 
trade barriers that impinge more on 
trades conducted by women at border 
posts in particular. It isn’t an issue that 
many are actually familiar with it.

Those with some decades under 
the belt will remember that during 
the second phase many women 
were doing a brisk business buying 
imported khanga and kindred printed 
clothing, kitenge. They used to lend 
to buyers and collect payment at the 
end of the month, and as taxes were 
low and fewer, they did brisk business, 
helping with family needs at a time 
that HIV/AIDS was cutting down family 
members or breadwinners incessantly. 
When the revenue authority was 
formed in 1996 and stakeholders had 
for years demanded the closure of 
the ‘Zanzibar route’ to facilitating tax 
evasion (that it wasn’t an extended 
national market), it died.

That is why when President Samia 
talked about rolling back trade barriers 
between African countries so as to take 
the continental trade regime forward, 
and even made specific reference to 
trade barriers for women activities, 
some rapidly recalled what happened 
nearly 30 years ago. Even within the 
context of removing trade barriers in 
East Africa, let alone AfCFTA, these 
issues remain. The minister responsible 
for Finance saw people agitated at the 
Sirari border town, not being able 
to buy cheaper products across the 
border and selling them there, freely. 
As charity begins at home, let’s see if 
women and youth needs will be taken 
into consideration to diminish controls 
and make it sufficiently easy to actually 
conduct business across that border, or 
the channel.

A
T long last something 
is on the way to change 
in the circumstances in 
which money activities 

are conducted in the country, after an 
intervention by the ruling party last 
week. The Treasury has acknowledged 
receiving instructions from President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan on peoples’ 
complaints about electronic 
transaction levies in mobile phone and 
bank transfers. While visiting a border 
post facility at Tarime on the far north 
of the country, the Finance minister 
promised substantial amendments to 
take full account of instructions to end 
the complaints.

For one thing, efforts to come 
with answers by making several 
amendments to lessen the burden 
of transaction levies will have to go 
far enough as the position expressed 
when those instructions were given 
appeared pretty clear. The issue is 
to end those complaints, not just 
dealing with arithmetic detail to 
find a reasonable cut to make on the 
total levies in a circular manner of 
obtaining, cashing and sending money 
to someone else. The instruction is to 
take care of complaints.

For one thing, the pronouncement 
by the top ruling party leadership 
came in the wake of earlier remarks 
by the president on the issue, that the 
Treasury  - in consultation with the 
rest of the government – find ways of 
reducing government expenditure in 
various areas so that it doesn’t have 
to press on the levies. That is virtually 
to ask the government to conduct 
itself against nature, as it is natural for 
government agencies and departments 
to look for more money, not less. That 
is why it is unlikely much can be done 
if instructions aren’t given as to where 
to cut.

The Treasury and a section of 
concerned voices in the media 
and elsewhere have never lacked 
an explanation of why levies are 
important. The responsible minister 
was saying at the border post visit that 
the collection of income to implement 
various development projects must go 
hand in hand with empowering the 
people economically. His additional 
reflection that this requires placing an 
enabling infrastructure for small and 
medium entrepreneurs and optimizing 
incomes of individual citizens was 
tuned to the levy concerns, as they eat 
into working capital.

It was clear the minister was 
between a rock and a hard place in his 
remarks, noting that the government 
has received views of the public and 
the president’s instructions to take 
up those views, in which case the 
Treasury will bring answers soon. At 
the same time his line of argument 
focused on the primacy of strategic 
projects in government finances in 
energy, rural roads, fertilizer subsidy 
and seeds, while social sending must be 
kept up. So are civil servants; salaries, 
emoluments.

For the top leadership to have 
taken the matter to the highest policy 
making organs of the ruling party, not 
just issuing executive orders as the 
president is empowered to do so, was 
in effect an illustration of the sort of 
accountability involved. The party 
leadership comes on as this review 
involves a profound change in the 
stance of the government on its fiscal 
policy for the current financial year. It 
thus needs a clear political statement 
that this stance is now being dispensed 
with as it ignores popular sentiments, 
exposing CCM to disaffection. It ends 
claims that the ruling party is dominant 
so there is no accountability; false.

Levy amendments illustrate
government accountability 
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Positive behaviour of a learner is important for success in education 
By Thomas Lyimo

T
O define a teacher has made 
experts and other educa-
tion stakeholders come up 
with several opinions. There 

are those who believe that a teacher 
is a role model. Others believe that a 
teacher is a vision bearer. Both and 
other views on who is a teacher may 
be right. 

But the challenge on how to pro-
duce quality students sometimes de-
pends on the nature of the learner 
than the teacher. This conviction jus-
tifies the significance of learning the 
behaviour of a learner. For any pro-
fessional teacher is expected to have 
learned courses such as educational 
psychology, philosophy of education 
and sociology of education.

All of the mentioned courses above 
are based on orientations and per-
spectives that enhance learning. It 
is convincing to say that learning is 
done within the perspectives and 
orientations of an individual, and 
the perspectives and orientations are 
what constitute beahaviour. This jus-
tifies the argument that without con-
sidering the behaviour of a learner, 
the teaching and learning process is 
made hard. 

For a pupil to excel in studies, they 
need to be motivated. To understand 
this well, we are forced to identify the 
two types of motivation namely in-
trinsic motivation and extrinsic moti-
vation in which intrinsic with the for-
mer believed to be more promising. 

Intrinsic motivation is the one in 
which a learner feels motivated to 
learn without any external pressure 
while extrinsic motivation is when a 
pupil is motivated with the help of ex-
ternal pressure such as punishments 
or rewards to focus on learning.

Behaviourial characteristics are of 
paramount importance in the learn-
ing process. A learner needs to possess 
many behaviourial characteristics but 
discipline, hardworking, punctuality 
and curiosity cannot be ignored.

When one examines critically 
the nature of behavior, they can be 
convinced that behaviour is of two 
kinds namely inborn behaviour and 

Let’s encourage creativity to solve our many development challengesA
MERICAN actress Mary Lou Cook famously 
remarked that creativity is inventing, ex-
perimenting, growing, taking risks, break-
ing rules, making mistakes and having fun.

Traditionally, research tells us that creativity has 
been largely associated with the arts. But there is a 
growing realization that opportunities to be creative 
are found across a broader range of subjects. Think-
ing creativity is more helpful than creativity .This is 
because people tend to see thinking creativity as in-
dependence of thought and a willingness to take risks 
and seek new perspectives. 

It is also seen as a way to perceive new relation-
ships, make new connections and generate new ide-
as. What is your idea about creativity? Creativity is a 
human quality that exists in every single one of us. 
Creativity and especially creative thinking can play a 
larger part in our lives.

In a rapidly changing world, creativity is important 
for people and societies on many levels. It can help 
generate personal satisfaction and economic devel-
opment. This is why creative thinking must be a key 
priority in educational environments. In the same 
way, creativity must be recognized and encouraged 
in the workplace. After all, it is creative thinking that 
leads to problem-solving and innovation.

A lot of people think they are not inventive and that 
creative minds are born that way. They believe that 
if you’re not a painter or writer, then you are not in-
genious. Well, that’s where they go wrong. Human’s 
essence is to be innovative. Our brains are designed 
for it and we used our imaginations for thousands of 
years to ease our lives and be better at what we do.

Being inventive and having a wild imagination is 
what makes us humans. It leads us to think of a better 
way of living and create technology. It also leads us to 
all the forms of art that exist. We invented so many 
different ways to express ourselves: painting, movies, 
dancing, writing, singing podcasting and so on.

Humans never stopped improving their lives, inno-
vating more and more, faster and faster. It is in our 
DNA; we are made to be creative, to be innovative, 
and to build new things .An inventive people can’t 
get enough of trying new things and figure out how 
things work.

Tanzanian mechanic Shaaban Mboga recently 
shocked netizens by changing an old vehicle into a 
lovely eatery. He converted an old bus into a restau-
rant which has attracted many people as the eatery of 
choice. He assembled the astonishing eatery with the 
assistance of his companion who guaranteed that the 
café is solid to endure for an extremely long period.

The exciting part is that he placed the bus on top 
of a house roof, giving customers a scenic view as 
they enjoy their meals. Downstairs, there is a kitchen 
where the meals are cooked and drinks served. For 
safety, he had engineers’ support prior to opening. 
This is extremely imaginative.

Another viral video has shown the moment an 
empty van was converted into a nice but very tiny 
apartment. In a video, the back of the van which 

looks cleared out has both sides padded and furnished 
with an overhead cabinet. After flooring the van, more 
gadgets like table and freezer were moved in. 

Under one of the chairs is a tabula battery to run the 
appliances in the house. A section of the van has a cute 
small bathroom and a kitchen to give it a complete 
home feel .The chair and table are converted into bed 
when it is night and TV pulled out for nice entertain-
ment.  

So, creativity is problem-solving and finding another 
way of doing the same thing is imaginative. Being crea-
tive and innovative means trying out new things by 
showing your perspective. We are meant to be imagi-

native, no doubt. However, pressure and stress are the 
enemies of creativity. Some environments can’t lead 
people to dare to express themselves.

You can always find ways to be creative at work but 
if you don’t think it’s possible, you can do it at home. 
Everyone can benefit from a little creativity. It brings 
joy, helps to heal depression and reduces cognitive de-
cline.

Creativity can be in art like coloring mandalas, 
photo challenge and knitting. Learn to play any musi-
cal instrument, write poems or stories, and custom-
ize clothes or accessories. Creativity can be in sports, 
cooking and many more. The more you use it, the 

acquired behaviour.  The inborn behaviour is the one 
with which an individual is born while the acquired 
behaviour is the one that a person attains through lis-
tening, observation, reading among other ways through 
which an individual can learn new things.

It is wrong to say that those individuals born with cer-
tain behaviourial characteristics which support learn-
ing do not acquire behaviour through the use of sense 
organs but we can be convinced that what they learn 
through the sense organs may seem as only catalyst but 
not foundational.

The assertion that some individuals are born with 
behaviourial characteristics is supported by consider-
ing the pupils who when you speak once it sticks into 
the mind and no need to repeat. Here we are convinced 

that what has been said combined with what was al-
ready there in the mind led to the formation of a strong-
hold to treasure that behaviourial attribute.

Again, we are motivated to value acquired behaviour 
as there is evidence of individuals whose success in 
education demanded external forces, meaning punish-
ments, reprimands or positive reinforcements. This is 
to say if an individual has no behaviourial characteris-
tics that support learning, they have to learn the behav-
iour before learning school lessons. 

The pupil should be in a learning mannerism so that 
they can learn. It is very difficult to teach a pupil who 
is not in the learning mannerism and hence to attain 
the learning mannerism, a teacher is obliged to apply 
several techniques such as reprimands or even punish-

ment so that their struggles in the class can be fruitful 
regarding the fact that both the teacher and the parent 
expect good results. 

In the teaching profession, it is advised that a teacher 
should hate bad behaviourial characteristics such as 
indiscipline, laziness, wasting time and lack of interest 
in anything, and not hating an individual pupil as it is 
evident that an individual is educable and hence can 
be taught the learning behaviour and eventually the 
school lessons. A promising performance that was trig-
gered by negative reinforcement such as punishment 
should immediately be rewarded in any positive way so 
as to make the mannerism that has led to the achieve-
ment now a part of the pupil’s behaviour which is es-
sential in learning. 

All kinds of pupils can 
succeed though with dif-
ferent levels. No one is 
without any potential. We 
need to discover potential 
of everyone and develop it 
so as to stimulate the socio-
economic development. To 
teach is to love.

The author is a teacher 
based in Moshi.

He can be reached at ly-
imo.thomas@yahoo.com

stronger and stronger it gets. You only have 
to maintain your imagination and enjoy.

So, yes, we’re all inventive and creative. So-
cieties make us think we have to stop being 
creative when we grow older because crea-
tivity is not serious. We are made to believe 
that adulthood should not be fun. I believe 
anyone who manages to keep their child 
spirit alive wins the game. Creativity is good 
for your health, make it a priority.

Creativity isn’t a skill restricted to artists, 
musicians or writers. It is a useful skill for 
people from all walks of life .First, devote 
yourself to increase creativity and set goals 
in any areas you can be creative. Then take 
risk, motivate yourself, build confidence, 
challenge yourself and create opportunities 
and always look for inspirations from other 
creative people. 

Pressing Issues
With 

Chaitra Chatterjee

Email
chaitra.chatterjee2010@gmail.com

Being inventive and having 
a wild imagination is what 
makes us humans. It leads 
us to think of a better 
way of living and create 
technology. It also leads us 
to all the forms of art that 
exist. We invented so many 
different ways to express 
ourselves: painting, 
movies, dancing, writing, 
singing podcasting 
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WTO’s landmark fishing subsidies deal a step in the 
right direction for Africa but enforcement will be key

By Tim Walker, Denys Reva and 
David Willima

A
fter 21 years of talks, an 
agreement has been reached 
that prohibits harmful fish-
ing subsidies — a leading fac-

tor in the plunder of global fish stocks. 
This could be a major development for 
Africa where the fisheries sector, which 
provides livelihoods and food security 
for over 400 million people, is vulner-
able to exploitation. 

According to the African Develop-
ment Bank, around seven million tons 
of fish are caught in Africa annually. 
Population growth projections say that 
fish supply must increase to 13 million 
tons by 2030 to feed 1.7 billion people 
and 19 million tons by 2050 to feed 2.5 
billion. 

However, coastal states are not catch-
ing enough fish to meet Africa’s require-
ments. At least 35 countries on the 
continent are operating on a fish pro-
duction deficit and are highly depend-
ent on imports. 

As global fish demand is expected 
to increase by 30% by 2030, the sec-
tor faces tremendous pressures that 
require urgent, global responses. One 
such response is the 17 June adoption 
of the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies. 

It provides the impetus for African 
countries to prioritise fisheries govern-
ance, sustainable ocean governance 
and food security for a rapidly growing 
population. 

To make the landmark deal work for 
Africa though, the capacity of govern-
ments to control and monitor fishing 
activities in their waters will need a 
significant boost. And cooperation be-
tween agencies responsible for fisheries 
management must improve.

 Fish production in Lake Kivu has plunged by 28% over the past two years due to illegal fishing practices using destruc-
tive equipment. (Photo: EPA / Dai Kurokawa)

As the exploitation of marine re-
sources increases, fish stocks are fac-
ing collapse in several regions globally. 
Many governments subsidise unprof-
itable industrial-scale fishing fleets to 
cover rising fishing costs and growing 
consumer demand. The WTO estimates 
that global fisheries subsidies range 
from $14-billion to $54-billion yearly. 

Not all subsidies are bad, and remov-
ing government financial support for 
artisanal fishers in most African coun-
tries would do more damage than elimi-
nating illegal fishing. The subsidies that 
should be stopped are those enabling 
the large-scale plunder of fish stocks. 
This includes financing vessels to ac-
quire sophisticated equipment to catch 
more sea life while operating far from 
their home ports and markets. 

These unsustainable approaches ex-
acerbate insecurity in Africa, particu-
larly in coastal communities. With an 
estimated value of $24-billion and pro-
viding jobs for over 12 million people, 
the fisheries industry is fundamental 
to the continent’s blue economic vi-
sion and the African Union’s Africa Blue 
Economy Strategy. 

Addressing harmful fishing subsidies 
is one of the United Nations’ Sustaina-
ble Development Goals. WTO Director-
General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala says this is 
the first time WTO members have “con-
cluded an agreement with environmen-
tal sustainability at its heart.”

The agreement focuses on three as-
pects of harmful subsidising. First, it 
prohibits subsidies for the fishing of 
overfished stock. This should support 
conservation efforts in coastal states, 
especially where maritime governance 
is poor. Second, it prohibits subsidising 
fishing on high seas in areas not cov-
ered by regional fisheries management 
organisations. This aims to protect the 

most sought-after large fish stocks, 
which migrate in and out of the jurisdic-
tion of multiple states whose enforce-
ment capability can be variable and 
lacking. 

 Finally, the agreement prohibits sub-
sidies to fishing vessels and operators 
engaged in illegal, unreported and un-
regulated fishing. When negotiations 
began in 2001, it was understood that 
subsidies contributed to overfishing 
and were linked to increased illegal 
fishing. In West Africa, research sug-
gests that long-distance industrial fleets, 
many of which are the primary subsidy 
recipients, are also the main culprits of 
overfishing. 

The agreement compels countries 
to temporarily discontinue subsidising 
a vessel or operator if a coastal state, a 
flag state or a regional fisheries man-
agement organisation determines that 
they have engaged in illegal fishing. The 
subsidising state will determine the du-
ration of the prohibition based on the 
nature, gravity and repetition of the in-
fringement.

The agreement’s effectiveness relies 
on several issues. While it restricts the 
use of subsidies and provides condi-
tions for their withdrawal, the WTO 
deal does not ban harmful subsidies 
outright. Progress will depend on the 
willingness of subsidising states to work 
with coastal states to address illegal fish-
ing. This is a risk considering that sev-
eral subsidising states ignore harmful 
activities attributed to their country’s 
fishing fleets, flags, and crews.

The WTO dispute system will be the 
primary vehicle to enforce the agree-
ment if coastal and subsidising states 
should clash. But the system may be dif-
ficult for developing states to use effec-
tively because they lack the bargaining 
power and resources of more powerful 

countries.
Another problem is the lack of trans-

parency in the fishing sector — a major 
factor in illegal fishing. For instance, as 
part of its sustainable fisheries partner-
ship efforts, the European Union (EU) 
has negotiated numerous agreements 
with non-EU states. But although these 
deals are rooted in sustainability, they 
have been criticised for loopholes that 
allow EU vessel owners to hide their 
ownership and avoid responsibility. 

To prevent illegal fishing, global in-
struments such as the International 
Plan of Action to Prevent, Deter and 
Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Un-
regulated Fishing should be strength-
ened. The plan doesn’t specify sanc-

tions, but countries apply them. This 
suggests that illegal fishing should be 
regulated as an administrative matter 
rather than a criminal one. 

The ability of African governments 
to patrol and inspect at sea also needs 
support. Given the scarcity of resourc-
es, research is needed to inform fisher-
ies management policies, particularly 
on the deployment of patrol vessels. 
Capacity and training for evidence col-
lection to detect offenders are also es-
sential. If this is accompanied by greater 
international transparency on fishing 
data, these countries could use their 
limited patrol assets better. 

African countries often struggle to 
engage profitably in commercial fisher-

ies. They can use the WTO agreement’s 
special treatment provisions to negoti-
ate support for scaling up small-scale 
fisheries and empowering local fisher 
communities. The WTO has a $20-mil-
lion rolling fund to help developing 
countries improve capacity and man-
agement skills for sustainable fisheries 
governance. 

The new subsidies agreement is a 
notable achievement, but it won’t im-
mediately help African countries effec-
tively patrol their exclusive economic 
zones and prevent the plundering of 
fish stocks. But it does bolster ongoing 
multilateral efforts to tackle illegal fish-
ing, which threatens Africans’ present 
and future human security. DM
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By Guardian Reporter

SERENGETI Breweries Limit-
ed (SBL) and Water Aid Tanzania 
have   inaugurated   293m/- 
water project at Kihanju vil-
lage, Tambukareli Ward in Itigi 
district council,      Singida Re-
gion    to bring safe and clean 
water close to the residents.

With the capacity to serve 
over 2,000 people directly, the 
jointly financed project consists 
of a borehole and its systems, a 
water pump, a water tank, and a 
distribution network.

Speaking at the inauguration 
ceremony, SBL Managing Direc-
tor, Mark Ocitti, said the project, 
dubbed "Water of Life," is among 
similar initiatives that the brew-
er has undertaken in the Mara, 
Iringa, Kilimanjaro, Mwanza, 
Tanga, Manyara Ruvuma, Dar 

es Salaam, Coast and Dodoma 
regions, providing over one mil-
lion beneficiaries with clean and 
safe water.

Mark said that the Kihanju 
project will not only boost the 
residents' health but will also 
increase economic productiv-
ity, particularly for women, who 
will no longer need to spend 
long hours finding clean water 
elsewhere.

"SBL has a policy commit-
ment towards the wellbeing of 
our community, with Water of 
Life being one of our four prior-
ity areas that our company has 
defined in its objective to pro-
vide social support to the com-
munity in which it serves," said 
Mark.

The Managing Director also 
described other areas where 
SBL has had substantial mile-

stones, such as the provision 
of Skills for Life through the 
Kilimo Viwanda Scholarship, 
which has sponsored over 200 
students since 2019, and the re-
sponsible drinking campaign 
that has educated thousands 
of motor drivers against drink-
ing-driving through online and 
offline campaigns.

The guest of honor at the 
function, Singida Regional 
Commissioner Hon. Peter Se-
rukamba, thanked SBL for pro-
viding the much-needed sup-
port, saying that the brewer 
has been at the forefront in 
promoting development pro-
jects in the country that lead 
to a healthy and productive 
society.

"The project will supplement 
the government's efforts under 
the Water Sector Development 

Program (WSDP 2025 frame-
work, which aims at ensuring 
100% of Tanzanians have ac-
cess to clean and safe water 
supply and improved sanita-
tion services," he said.

Water Aid Country Director 
Anna Mzinga said her organi-
zation was proud to collabo-
rate with SBL in ensuring that 
clean and safe water is made 
available to Tanzanians, espe-
cially those living in marginal-
ized areas with limited access 
to this important need.

"The partnership between 
WaterAid and SBL goes back 
to January 2019, and since then 
we have been able to work 
together on several projects 
which have made a difference 
to thousands of needy Tanza-
nians in different parts of the 
country," she said.

By Guardian Reporter

FISHERMEN in Zanzibar have expressed their satisfaction 
over the achievements recorded in the five-year Ecosystem-
Based Adaptation for Rural Resilience in Tanzania (EbARR) 
project, which executed in three villages of Matemwe-Kijini, 
Matemwe Mbuyutende and Matemwe Jugakuu in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago.

The implementation of the project in Zanzibar has facilitated 
procurement of six modern fishing boats, which in turn gives a 
room for fishermen to get into deep sea, thus simplifying their 
activities compared to the past when they used hand-made ca-
noes.

The EbARR project focuses on assisting the communities to 
fight the effects of climate change in Tanzania mainland and 
Zanzibar as well as improving people’s lives. It also increases 
resilience to climate change in rural communities in Tanzania 
by strengthening ecosystem-based adaptation and diversifying 
livelihoods.

The climate change-related impacts are visible in many areas 
and seen as drought, rising temperatures and for Zanzibar- dry-
ing up or salinity of fresh water wells appearing as well as unre-
liable rainy seasons.

In separate interviews, fishermen who were the beneficiar-
ies of the project said that the new fishing gear makes them im-
prove their day-to-day fishing activities for their income genera-
tion.

One of the fisherman, Pili Haji Pili said that EbARR project 
brings in modern boats as it make us get into deep seas and get 
better income, noting: “This  will change our lives completely 
as the current canoes that we use have no ability to go into deep, 
that why we cherish this project will bring us benefits.”

“We commend the project for coming up with these boats,” 
he said.

Matemwe fisherman, Wadi Jihad Mshamba said that he has 
been in the fisheries’ sector for more than  20 years, but: “All 
those years,    we've nothing as we depend on these canoes, 

 New hope as EBARR project offers
 fishing boats to Zanzibar fishermen

Brewer, Water Aid Tanzania inaugurate water project worth 293/- in Singida

Mselem Kandili, a pastoralist from Mbwade village in Kilosa District, Morogoro Region, speaks at a panel discussion dur-
ing the Uhakika Forum recently.

By Correspondent Deodatus Mfugale

Many people will recall the experi-
ence of acute water shortage that hit 
Dares Salaam Region and Tanzania in 
general towards the end of last year and 
early this year due to a decrease in wa-
ter levels as a result of an unusually long 
dry season.

By mid-November last year the Dar 
es Salaam Water and Sewerage Author-
ity (DAWASA) had recorded a decrease 
in water pressure by 12 percent, sub-
sequently igniting a water rationing 
schedule of 12 hours.

In many urban areas businesses 
were disrupted particularly where op-
erations were heavily water dependent. 
Residential areas also felt the pinch of 
water shortage; water for domestic use 
became scarce and people had to access 
water from whatever sources available. 
The quality of water left a lot to be de-
sired. There were also health concerns 
as people consumed water the safety of 
which no one could guarantee.

For smallholder farmers, pastoralists 
and fisher folk, the acute water shortage 
threatened the major pillar of their live-
lihoods. Without enough water their liv-
ers would be disrupted and they would 
have nowhere to turn to for alternatives. 
And as water supply continued to di-
minish, the level of demand did not fall.

The situation sparked a huge debate 
on how the country manages its water 
resources with some members of the 
public putting to scrutiny the effective-
ness of policies and laws governing the 
various aspects of water. Others ques-
tioned the ability of authorities to over-
see rules and regulations.

Of course there were views that cli-
mate change was to blame for the situ-
ation, or at least partly, but there were 
also arguments that illegal abstraction 
of water from the various sources was 
rife and it had been left to flourish even 
when conditions required restricting 
the pumping out of water from the 
sources.

Thereafter, several measures were 
taken and, coupled with the beginning 
of the rainy season in some parts of the 
country; there was significant increase 
in water levels. The crisis eased, ten-
sions subsided and debate was closed 
but water security for all, especially the 
smallholder producers still hangs in the 
balance.

“Discussions on water security and 
other related issues should not be 
prompted by disasters. Water is an es-
sential part of the daily lives of human 
beings and the water sector faces new 
challenges almost by the day. We need 
to discuss these challenges and look for 
solutions even when there is no crisis or 
disasters,” said Herbert Kashilila, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of Shahidi 
wa Maji organization.

He was speaking during the Uhakika 
Forum held recently in Dodoma that 
drew representatives from central gov-
ernment, regional administration and 
local government, private sector, insti-
tutions of higher learning and NGOs. 
Also represented were government 
agencies and small scale producers. The 
meeting was organized by the Shahidi 
wa Maji organization which advocates 
for water security for small producers 
particularly farmers, pastoralists and 
fishermen.

Water security: Case for coordinated
planning and financing for IWRM

that doesn’t go into deep sea and bring 
more fish and get benefits.”

"Our fishing is not as it was before; 
we believe these boats will make us far 
in terms of fishing."

A Jibuyakuu fisherman Wadi Hamad 
Wadi said: “Getting modern boats, we'll 
make people get into modern fishing 
and I believe that the move will make 
anglers get enough fish and make the 
government get the desired results.”

Alawi Haji Hija, EBARR Project coor-
dinator in Zanzibar said that the five-

year project is being executed in North 
A District, with a number of projects 
done including one which offered fish-
ermen motorized boats.

According to him, the boats were 
handed over to fishing groups in three 
villages of Matemwe-Kijini, Matemwe 
Mbuyutende and Matemwe Jugakuu 
and valued at 160m/- and had the ca-
pacity to carry 2.9 tonnes of cargo at 
once.

“These boats should increase your 
enthusiasm and solidarity among your-

selves to enable them to increase your 
incomes while adhering to environ-
mental protection,” he said, noting that 
the effective and sustainable use of 
boats will transform their lives.

“I’m sure that after giving them these 
fishing boats, fishermen's lives will be 
improved and all activities that are 
unfriendly to the environment will be 
reduced if it’s not completely eradicat-
ed,” he said.

In another development, through the 
EbARR project, 111 eco-friendly cooking 

stoves have been manufactured in 
three villages to reduce the amount 
of charcoal consumption per house-
hold.

He said that the project also ben-
efits women and girls as well as mini-
mising heavy reliance on wood and 
charcoal leading to deforestation.

The project coordinator stated 
that 45 people have been trained and 
skilled on how to make eco-friendly 
cooking stoves (meaning that in eve-
ry village 15 people (80% women) and 
24 people have been also trained on 
establishing and management of tree 
seedlings.

He also noted that in the project 
60 people were trained on entrepre-
neurship and marketing whereby 
20 per village and also 60 people 
were trained on ways to curb climate 
change-related impacts and forest 
management.

It also includes promoting proper/
planned use of land for settlement, 
agriculture, livestock, forest protec-
tion (Mangroves) and protection of 
water sources and prevention of land 
conflict.

“In this case, a total of 189 people 
trained in various,” he said.

He also said that a number of deep 
water wells have been drilled for 
the public to have access to safe and 
clean water.

The most recent climate projec-
tions for Tanzania overwhelmingly 
indicate signals of increased climate 
variability, erratic and changing rain-
fall patterns and rising mean annual 
and daily temperatures – particularly 
in highland and semi-arid areas.

Singida regional commissioner, Hon Peter Serekumba, (2nd-L) launches a water well project at Kihanjo 
village in Itigi District, sponsored by SBL and Water Aid. Left is the Resident Director of Water Aid, 
Anna Mzinga, and third from the left is SBL Executive director Mark Ocitti.

Among other things the forum discussed how to finance 
water security in order to sustain the livelihoods of small 
scale producers and prop up national economic growth.

“The forum is important as it provides stakeholders with 
space to discuss what water users should do to attain water 
security. Availability of water for all its uses is synonymous to 
availability of food, improved health and ultimately quality 
life,” said Mr Kashilila.

Since water is essential for life, it is important to sustain its 
availability through reliable funding.   A water-secure com-
munity has the capacity to have enough water of sufficient 
quality for survival and to carry out different productive ac-
tivities. A society with water security is in a position to reduce 
poverty and improve living standards.

From availability to accessibility to supply and distribu-
tion, all these aspects need investment so that eventually the 
various consumers are guaranteed of water security and it is 
upon all stakeholders and beneficiaries to invest in integrated 
water resources management (IWRM)financially or other-
wise. “Apparently investments made in water resources are 
far too low that the benefits human beings enjoy from the wa-
ter sector,” says Abel Dugange, Executive Director for Shahidi 
wa Maji.

It is also important to consider funding for monitoring 

flows as well as supply and distribution, conservation and 
protection. This raises concern for funding of water resources 
in their entirety if water security is to be attained.

Water security cuts across all walks of life, affects everyone 
and has no alternative. It is thus imperative to use water wisely 
and properly manage it for the good of life and the economy. 

“Sustainable water supply requires sustainable water man-
agement in order to meet the needs of today and tomorrow, 
without compromising availability for various uses and us-
ers. Stakeholders have common but differentiated responsi-
bilities to protect and conserve water resources and there is 
a need to scale up investment in water resources as well as 
along the supply and distribution chains,” says Eng. Mbogo 
Futakamba, Chairman of the National Multi-stakeholders Fo-
rum for Water Resources. 

Since water cuts across various sectors of life shortages usu-
ally spark conflicts among the affected users. This requires 
common understanding and planning for water use and ulti-
mately funding for integrated water resources management. 
Investment, industry and trade all require water to develop 
and survive. 

“It would be disastrous to focus only on water supply and 
distribution or water availability as such; behind the need for 
water there is need for raw materials for production of goods 

and there is waste water that is pro-
duced during industrial processes that 
flows back to the environment. 

So when we talk about funding water 
security we should actually consider all 
related issues including management 
of the environment. We should be talk-
ing about funding implementation of 
IWRM,” said a representative from the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade.

Perhaps data presented at the forum 
regarding water demand by livestock 
highlights the need for integrated fund-
ing and management of water resourc-
es. It was revealed that the total num-
ber of livestock in the country stands 
at 70.4 million animals which require 
569,069,879,400 litres of water annu-
ally. The demand keeps rising as the 
number of livestock increases.

With current supplies being strained 
by climate change, water theft and mis-
management, illegal abstractions and 
wastage through poor infrastructure, 
the demand for water by livestock is dif-
ficult to meet. 

Failure to meet this demand and that 
of other users has been a cause of con-
flict that underscores the importance 
of integrated planning and equitable 
sharing of resources. It calls for collabo-
ration and cooperation of all sectors in-
cluding, agriculture, livestock, industry, 
fisheries and environment in funding 
and implementing integrated water re-
sources management. 

There are cases when a lot of discus-
sions have been conducted on how to 
deal with challenges facing implemen-
tation of IWRM but these have ended 
up in conference rooms and reports. 
“We must take action to bring changes 
on the ground. Things should not end 
at the planning stage but plans must 
be translated into actions that address 
water security through implementation 
of IWRM,” says Prof. P.K.T Munishi of 
Sokoine University of Agriculture.
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World leaders, mostly autocrats, 
plan to skip upcoming UN sessions

UNITED NATIONS

W
hen the high-level seg-
ment of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly sessions 
begin September 20, 

the official list of speakers include 92 
heads of state (HS) and 56 heads of 
government (HG).

But the “usual suspects,” mostly 
leaders of authoritarian regimes, are 
missing, including Vladimir Putin of 
Russia, Xi Jinping of China, Kim Jong-
un of North Korea, Bashar al-Assad of 
Syria, Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman of Saudi Arabia and the much-
maligned military leaders of Myan-
mar.

Some of these autocrats stand ac-
cused of war crimes, genocide, hu-
man rights abuses, persecution of 
journalists and clamping down on 
gender empowerment and civil soci-
ety organizations (CSOs)—all at cross 
purposes with the UN.

A Western diplomat, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, described 
the absentees as “a veritable political 
rogues gallery”.

And as world leaders gather, the 
UN will also go into a lockdown mode 
next week with movements within the 
Secretariat severely restricted—and 
the building a virtual “no-fly zone.”

Thomas G. Weiss, a distinguished 
scholar of international relations and 
global governance, with special exper-
tise in the politics of the United Na-
tions, told IPS: “I don’t believe you can 
read much into their absence as they 
have held forth in previous sessions.”

“The General Assembly is an equal 
opportunity forum—thugs and cham-
pions have the podium and need not 

needs to be looked at separately. In 
general terms, if they stay away, I be-
lieve one should not read too much 
into it,” he noted.

UN Spokesperson Stephane Dujar-
ric told reporters September 9 “the 
mood within the UN Secretariat is 
business like and very busy, as we 
do before any General Assembly. Of 
course, this is the first General Assem-
bly we’ve had in person since 2019. So, 
it does create a sense of excitement 
and a return to in person.”

“I think the message is to look 
around and look at all the challenges 
that we face today. Not one of them 
can be solved unilaterally by one 
country. Whether you look at climate 
change, whether you look at conflict, 
hunger, which are all interlinked, I 
don’t know what more… what greater 
definition we can give than multilat-
eral problems that need multilateral 
solutions,” he argued.

“And we hope that Member States 
will recommit to finding solutions for 
future generations and for these gen-
erations in an atmosphere of coopera-
tion, even if they continue to disagree 
on many issues,” declared Dujarric.

Speaking at the closing of the 76th 
session of the General Assembly, Sec-
retary-General Antonio Guterres said 
the current session, like the previous 
one, was marked by a series of deep-
ening challenges.

“Rising prices, the erosion of pur-
chasing power, growing food insecu-
rity and the gathering shadows of a 
global recession”, plus a “global pan-
demic that refused to be defeated — 
and the emergence of another health 
emergency in monkeypox”.

And deadly heatwaves, storms, 
floods and other natural disasters, he 
added.

But speaking of the coming 77th ses-
sion, Guterres said it will continue to 
test the multilateral system like never 
before.

“And it will continue to test cohe-
sion and trust among Member States. 
The road ahead will be challenging 
and unpredictable.”

“But by using the tools of our trade 
— diplomacy, negotiation and compro-
mise — we can continue supporting 
people and communities around the 
world. We can pave the way to a bet-
ter, more peaceful future for all peo-
ple”.

“And we can renew faith in the 
United Nations and the multilateral 
system, which remain humanity’s best 
hope,” he declared.

			   IPS 

respect time limits”, said Weiss, who 
has been Presidential Professor at The 
Graduate Center, City University of 
New York, and Director Emeritus of 
the Ralph Bunche Institute for Inter-
national Studies.

Other authoritarian leaders, who 
skipped the UN in a bygone era in-
clude Saddam Hussein of Iraq, Hafez 
al-Assad of Syria and the two Kims 
from North Korea: Kim Jong-il and 
Kim Il-Sung.

So did some leaders from the West, 
including Germany, which for unac-
countable reasons skipped he UN 
sessions and sent in their second-in-
command.

But Fidel Castro of Cuba, Muammar 
el Qaddafi of Libya and Yasir Arafat of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) did address the General Assem-
bly (GA) in the 1960s and 70s.

Samir Sanbar, a former UN Assistant 
Secretary-General and one-time head 
of the Department of Public Informa-
tion told IPS the level of participation 
and the extent of coverage would 
reflect a degree of U.N. relevance at 
these uncertain times of perplexed in-
ternational disorder.

He said “distinguished speakers 
would aim to present their national 
credentials to an international audi-
ence and display their international 
standing to their national audience.

“Despite political rhetoric, even 
heads of state with public criticism 
of the United Nations find a personal 
need to appear there,” he noted.

Sanbar pointed out that former 
US President Donald Trump, who 
had persistently attacked the UN, ap-
peared at the main table of the GA 
opening luncheon.as head of the host 
country (and later welcomed a num-
ber of visiting heads of state at his 
nearby Trump Tower residence).

President Jair Bolsonaro of Brazil 
would seek to maintain his country’s 
habitual place as the first speaker. In 
the past, Libya’s Qaddafi marked his 
GA attendance by theatrically tear-
ing the UN Charter. But still he sought 
to keep his delegate Abdel Salam Ali 
Treki as President of that same GA ses-
sion.

“Let us hope that the attendance of 
so many heads of state and govern-
ments this session would draw more 
coverage and public interest than the 
past two years (when the UN suffered 
a pandemic lockdown).

“As you would recall, statements by 
over 90 heads of state at a previous 
session did not receive a single men-
tion while a number of participant left 
for a “Global Concert” in Central Park, 
said Sanbar who had served under 
five different secretaries-generals dur-
ing his UN career.

Andreas Bummel, Executive Direc-
tor, Democracy Without Borders, told 
IPS it is sad that the UN is a stage for 
totalitarian autocrats to disseminate 
their propaganda.

“Whether or not they come to New 
York to do this each September can 
depend on many variables. Each case 

Despite political 
rhetoric, even heads 
of state with public 
criticism of the 
United Nations find 
a personal need to 
appear there

The UN General Assembly in session. Credit: UN Photo/Manuel Elias
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By Guardian Reporter

shareholders of Tanga Cement, 
which is listed in  The Dar es Salaam 
Stock Exchange (DSE) will not receive 
dividends for 2022, after the company 
say will remain prudent with available 
cash resources in order to economy. 

“The Board has decided to continue 
committing available current cash 
generated to the operational commit-
ments,” said board chairman Lawrence 
Masha.

In his note in unaudited financial 
results for the second quarter ending 
June Masha said the board will there-
fore evaluate the financial performance 
throughout the remainder of 2022 fi-
nancial year when considering the final 
dividend declaration.

“Financial and operational overview 

despite market headwinds, particularly 
the competitive environment in the 
cement sector, the group continued to 
perform well during the quarter,” the 
chairman noted.

The quarterly financial results show 
that both basic and diluted earnings 
per share grew to a loss of 31/- during 
the second quarter from a loss of 12/- 
recorded during the first quarter of this 
year. The DSE market report shows, the 
company share price closed at 1,580/- 
on Monday this week with the market 
capitalization of 100.6bn/-

The result shows the group’s operat-
ing profit increased to 969.1mn/- from 
192.1mn/- respectively with revenue 
from contracts with customers went up 
by 50 percent to 58.2bn/- from 38.6bn/- 
respectively.

Revenue increase is attributed by in-

No dividends for 2022, 
Tanga Cement declares

By Guardian Correspondent

The Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) has taken 
an important step towards enhancing 
seamless flow of intra-regional trade 
following the launch of the electronic 
Certificate of Origin (e-CoO).

The electronic certificate, which 
will replace the manual one, is aimed 
at “simplifying customs procedures, 
enhancing e-Commerce, eliminating 
fraud, improving record management 
and statistical data, reducing cross-
border certificate verification time as 
well as reducing the cost of doing busi-
ness.”

The SADC e-Certificate of Origin will 
go a long way in supporting the imple-
mentation of SADC Industrialisation 
Strategy and Roadmap (2015-2063) 
and is in line with the Regional Integra-
tion Agenda as outlined in the Regional 
Indicative Strategic Development Plan 
(RISDP 2020-2030) as well as the con-
solidation of the SADC Free Trade Area 
(FTA).

Director of Finance, Investment and 
Customs at the SADC Secretariat, Mr. 

Sadwick Mtonakutha, said implemen-
tation of the e-CoO is a notable mile-
stone for SADC to keep pace with the 
rapid shift to e-Commerce, the drive 
to foster industrialisation and improve 
efficiency in serving the business com-
munity.

Mr Mtonakutha highlighted that it 
was in the best interest of the public 
and private sectors in the SADC Region 
to push for ownership and implemen-
tation of the e- Certificate of Origin in 
Member States owing to the many ben-
efits that it presents to assist in facilitat-
ing trade

He noted that, with the introduc-
tion of the e- Certificate of Origin, 
Small to Medium Enterprises (SMEs) 
will benefit from reduced transaction 
costs, access to better financing terms, 
improved cashflow, and increased effi-
ciency of business operations. 

For the logistics operators, Mr Mto-
nakutha said the operators will have 
improved operational efficiencies and 
real-time connection, while customs 
administrations will benefit from auto-
mated risk management, better fiscal 
evaluation and speedier goods clear-

SADC launches electronic certificates of origin to facilitate trade

By Correspondent James Kandoya

TANZANIA is set to host the first China Trade 
Week (CTW) to showcase the latest Chinese 
products later this month in the busiest city of 
Dar es Salaam.

Iddi Seid Bakari, Counsel General – Consulate 
General of the Republic of Tanzania in China 
said the event organized by China Council for 
the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT) 
and MIE groups from Dubai will take place from 
September 26th to 28 this year.

He said over 50 Chinese brand companies will 
display more than 300 products from the fol-
lowing sectors including consumer electronics, 
industrial, medical, textiles & garments, beauty 
& construction and many more.

Furthermore, CTW Tanzania will showcase 
latest products from over 7 sectors including; 
consumer electronics, industrial, medical, tex-
tiles & garments, beauty & construction.

 “China has continued to be a key global part-

Chinese firms to 
showcase 300 
products in Dar

“We are proud to report that EBITDA has improved by 16 
percent to 5.7bn/- from 4.9bn/- achieved in March 2022 driv-
en by improved operational efficiencies and costs control,” 
the chairman added.

 The Group recorded a loss before tax of 2.4bn/- in the sec-
ond quarter comparing to the loss before tax of 0.78bn/- re-
corded in first quarter.

Cash generated from trading activities increased by 146 
percent from negative (3.7bn/-) recorded in March 2022 to 
positive 1.4bn/- in June 2022. 

The increase was attributed to stringent working capital 
management strategies deployed by the management.

The chairman said the Group continues to be committed 
to its sales, logistics and cost optimisation initiatives as it con-
tinually seeks to enhance value for its stakeholders. 

“The Group remains positive about the remainder of 2022 
despite the very competitive landscape and unstable Gov-
ernment initiatives to spur economic growth through infra-
structure development and promotion of local industries is 
expected,” he said.

“With Tanzania remaining a significant player in the East 
African construction market, cement output is anticipated to 
increase and Tanga Cement is well positioned to take advan-
tage of growth opportunities in the regional market.”

He said the group remains optimistic of the positive impact 
of the ongoing infrastructure development projects under 
the Government’s Development Vision 2025 programme, 
and expects the projects to continue gaining momentum 
throughout the remainder of 2022. 

“Tanga Cement has the capacity to meet a meaningful 
share of the cement demand in the country and remains 
committed to local production of superior cement products,” 
he explained.

On takeover, he said shareholders are referred to the an-
nouncement regarding the proposed acquisition by Scancem 
International DA of 68.33 percent of the shares in Tanga Ce-
ment PLC from AfriSam Mauritius Investment Holdings Lim-
ited on update issued on 5 July 2022 and 2 September 2022. 

ner to Africa and especially 
Tanzania and we welcome the 
global trade initiatives, part-
nerships that will be developed 
from the national industry sup-
port it has fostered,” he said.

He said with the global econ-
omy slowly opening in trading 
doors, Tanzania is positioned 
in a critical region to support 
and facilitate global trade 
movement.

CTW Tanzania 2022 is a key 
initiative in reconnecting glob-
al trade between China & Africa 
and will be on the first global 
hybrid event taking place in 
Dar- es Salaam

MIE Groups Vice President, 
Zahoor Ahmed said Tanzania 
government and industry have 
been incredible in their sup-
port to bring Chinese Innova-
tion and industry to form new 
partnerships and drive foreign 
direct investment into this East 
African economy.

“We are very proud to restart 
and reconnect global trade 
with the first Hybrid Exhibition 
taking place in Tanzania in Sep-
tember in Dar-es Salaam,” he 

stated.
“Engaging with Tanzanian 

industry leaders with our Chi-
nese Manufacturers directly in 
a live and hybrid environment 
will be critical to engaging and 
discussing key project deliv-
ery.”

He said CTW has been suc-
cessfully held in Kenya, Ethio-
pia, Ghana, Morocco and South 
Africa for many years, which 
include an exhibition of brand 
products, and seminars.

The meeting CTW theme 
is  “China Africa economy and 
trade cooperation, investment, 
and culture exchange”  cover-
ing infrastructure construction, 
energy, agricultural, food, and 
science and technology sec-
tors.

Chinese foreign investment 
in the country peaked at $2.5 
billion in 2013. Currently, there 
are over 500 Chinese compa-
nies investing in Tanzania. 

Apart from China being Af-
rica’s largest trading partner 
and investor, there is another 
dimension of the relationship 
that of development aid.

BRUSSELS

Natural gas prices fell for a 
third day as the European Union 
pushes ahead with its market in-
tervention to ease the worst en-
ergy crisis in decades.

Benchmark prices dropped as 
much as 4.8 percent to a seven-
week low. 

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen will 

present a slimmer version of 
her five-point plan on Wednes-
day, with the EU seeking to curb 
power consumption and provide 
liquidity in a attempt to prevent 
the crisis from engulfing the 
broader economy.

“What is likely to be unveiled 
is a cocktail of market reform 
and price caps that fundamen-
tally reshapes the way in which 
European energy markets have 

acted since deregulation in the 
early 2000s,” Citigroup Inc. ana-
lysts including Alastair Syme said 
in note.

While the policy measures are 
being worked out, gas continues 
to be pumped into inventories 
with the official start of the heat-
ing season just over two weeks 
away. 

European storage sites are 
about 84 percent full, slightly 

above the five-year average, and 
at 88 percent in Germany, accord-
ing to Gas Infrastructure Europe. 
Some injections usually continue 
into October before heating de-
mand starts soaking up stock-
piles.

Russia gas supply cuts have 
slammed Europe through the 
summer with industries produc-
ing everything from metals to 
fertilizers forced to reduce out-

put and bringing the economy to the 
brink of recession. 

Inflation has surged to multiyear 
highs and the cost of living crisis has 
deepened. It has compelled govern-
ments to step in to help ease the pain.

As part of its plan, the EU aims to 
cut power demand and cap exces-
sive revenue of companies produc-
ing electricity from sources other 
than gas. It would be done through a 
limit on the price of power from re-

newables, lignite or nuclear.
“The strong build-up of gas and 

coal storage thanks to demand de-
struction in European industry 
and elsewhere were on the bear-
ish side,” said Andy Sommer, 
team leader for fundamental 
analysis and modeling at Swiss 
utility and trader Axpo Solutions 
AG. “Only the current constraints 
on market liquidity can help 
fully explain prices which expe-

rienced a massive rollercoaster 
during August, initially more 
than doubling before dropping 
back by 30-40%.”

Front-month Dutch gas fu-
tures were 4.3 percent lower at 
182.33 euros per megawatt-hour 
as 9:37 a.m. in Amsterdam. 

Prices fell 14 percent in the 
previous two sessions. The UK 
equivalent contract dropped as 
much as 3 percent on Tuesday.

Europe gas slumps again as EU plans intervention 

crease in both cement and clink-
er demand due to increase in 
government projects and open-
ing up of East Africa regional 
market. 

Gross profit also increased 
by 9 percent to 11.2bn/- from 
10.3bn/- achieved in March 
2022, driven by the increase in 

revenue for the period. 
The gross margin, however, 

decreased by 8 percent from 27 
percent to 19 percent in March 
and June 2022 respectively, ac-
cording to the results. 

The decline was caused by in-
crease in fuel prices and logistics 
which lead to an increase in raw 

material prices, frequent power 
cuts which resulted in an in-
crease in fuel consumption and 
maintenance costs of the equip-
ment which breaks down when 
there are power dips. 

The company revealed that 
unreliable electricity also result-
ed into a decrease in production. 

The company share price closed at 1,580/- on Monday this week with the market capitalization of 100.6bn/-

China textile production facility 

ing that goods declared by an exporter 
or importer comply with specific rules, 
per criteria set out in the SADC trade 
protocol. It will initially be implement-
ed in Malawi, Zambia, and Eswatini.

On Tuesday, July 5, the community 
announced the development of new 
measures to address issues that in-
crease transaction costs. 

The measures, which aim to boost 
intra-regional trades, include the sim-
plification and harmonization of trade 
documents. 

They also include improving trans-
parency in the operations of regula-
tory agencies, harmonizing standards 
and technical regulations, harmoniz-
ing sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) 
measures, monitoring and resolving 
non-tariff barriers (NTBs), and improv-
ing the business environments.

In addition, they plan to build the 
North-South Corridor (NSC) during the 
2021/2022 fiscal years. The corridor 
will connect the South African port of 
Durban to Lusaka (Zambia), Lubum-
bashi (DRC), Lilongwe, and Blantyre 
(Malawi) via Johannesburg ( South Af-
rica) Botswana, and Zimbabwe.

ance. Mr. Becerra Marta Jose Angel, 
the Deputy Head of Cooperation at the 
European Union (EU) Delegation to 
Botswana, said the launch of the e-CoO 
represented a new step of the EU long-
standing partnership with Africa on 

economic integration and trade mat-
ters.

According to John Biziwick, Commis-
sioner General of the Malawi Revenue 
Authority (MRA), the initiative “will im-
prove the way business is conducted in 

the Region because the challenges that 
were associated with the manual pro-
cessing of the certificate will be elimi-
nated.”

e-CoO is an electronic document that 
will be issued by an authority certify-
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SINGAPORE

Oil pushed higher for a fourth day 
as a weaker dollar offset global de-
mand concerns, and progress toward 
an Iranian nuclear deal stalled.

West Texas Intermediate futures 
rose above $88 barrel in a volatile ses-
sion that followed a three-day rally 
of about 7 percent. Should the US 
benchmark end higher on Tuesday 
that would be the longest winning run 
since mid-May.

US Secretary of State Anthony 
Blinken said it was “unlikely” the US 
and Iran would reach a new deal any-
time soon, echoing recent comments 
from France, Germany and the UK, 
and pushing back the likelihood of 
any substantial rise in Iranian oil ship-
ments in the near term.

Crude hit the lowest level since Jan-
uary earlier this month as investors 
fretted about global consumption, in-
cluding in top importer China, where 
authorities are pressing on with harsh 

Oil price extends 
advance as dollar 
drops, Iran talks 
suffer setback  

By Guardian Reporter

Egyptian Elsewedy Electric has inau-
gurated the second phase of industrial 
complex with the launch of transformer 
production factory with anual capacity of 
producing 2,500 transformers.

The statement issued by Elsewedy yes-
terday said the launch of the factory is ush-
ering the beginning of the second phase of 
Elsewedy Electric Industrial Complex in 
the East African country, and marking the 
latest step in establishing the complex as a 
regional manufacturing and exporting hub 
for wires & cables, transformers, meters, 
and insulators. 

In his speech via video link, Eng. Ahmed 
El Sewedy, President and CEO of Elsewedy 
Electric said launching the transform-
ers factory is a further step in line with 
Elsewedy Electric’s strategy of sustainable 
investment in Tanzania and whole Africa.

“We are on a mission in Tanzania to em-
power better lives in the local communi-
ties through our investment and expansion 
plans. The new factory will add more direct 
and indirect jobs and manufacture local re-
sources to meet the needs of the market lo-
cally and abroad,” he said.

“This achievement demonstrates 
Elsewedy Electric’s vision of taking advan-
tage of the favorable investment climate in 
the United Tanzania as a strongly qualified 
country to become an economic hub and 
regional transit point, particularly in the 
East and South Africa region.”

He said the growing presence in Tanza-
nia is a testimony of the close friendship 
between Egypt and Tanzania and their 
ever-expanding relations in different fields.

Built on 120,100 square meters in Kigam-
boni, Tanzania, the complex comprises 
several manufacturing facilities, currently 
cables, wires, and transformers, to be fol-
lowed by PVC, meters, and a logistics cent-
er, as well as an expansion of the Cables 
and Transformers factories to accommo-
date a wider portfolio. 

The complex will produce the solutions 
and equipment necessary for the industri-
alization strategy of Tanzania 2025, also of-
fering a technical training academy to pro-
vide innovative technical education and 
vocational training programs with interna-
tional standards to skill and train aspiring 
employees and feed the growing labor mar-
ket in the developing nation. 

The investment will reach more than 

Elsewedy Electric launches transformer factory in Tanzania

By Correspondent James 
Kandoya

Tanzania’S High Commis-
sioner to Malawi. Humphrey 
Polepole, has encouraged Tanza-
nians to grab business opportu-
nities from soya market. 

Ambassador Polepole (pic-
tured)  said this on Monday dur-
ing the business forum held in 
Dar es Salaam, which involved 
soya stakeholders from Malawi 
and Tanzania.

The meeting hosted by the Em-
bassy of Tanzania in Malawi in 
collaboration with Tanzania Pri-
vate Sector Foundation (TPSF) 
aimed at discussing and formu-
lating a way forward to promote 
trade between two countries.

He said Malawi is the leading 
producer of soya in the Southern 
African Development Commu-
nity (SADC), followed by Zambia.

“The duty vested on you is to 
find the most credible buyers for 
your products while our duty as 
a government is to authenticate 
with documents that can induce 
a bank to pay for goods or facili-
tates trade finance,” he said.

“Our target is to ensure that 
the trade volume of soya doubles 
by creating an enabling environ-
ment and eliminating trade bar-
riers,” he added.

Currently, the most products 
exported by Malawians to Tan-
zania include soya cake, which is 
used to produce animal feed.

During the meeting, stakehold-
ers charted a way forward how 
trade between the two countries 
can develop the southern cor-
ridor by deploying the mtwara 
port located 578 kilometers 
south of the Commercial city of 
Dar es Salaam.

Polepole explained that busi-
ness between the two countries 
can be meaningful if the prod-
ucts exported get away via mt-
wara port, noting that it is so 
near from Malawi compared to 
other means of transport.

The statistics show that dur-
ing the last 25 years, the exports 
of Malawi to Tanzania have in-
creased at an annualized rate of 
6.19 percent from $7.46 million in 

1995 to $33.4million in 2020. 
In 2020, Tanzania exported 

goods valued $38.3million to Ma-
lawi. 

Ambassador Polepole ex-
pressed hope that the discussion 
will bear fruits, since he was go-
ing to meet with the authorities 
in Malawi to discuss possible 
ways of facilitating trade be-
tween the two countries.

The cooperation between 
Tanzania and Malawi has been 
cordial and strengthening each 
passing day. 

The two countries, which are 
both members of SADC, have 
been cooperating in areas of 
politics, defense and security, 
economy and social aspects.

Polepole urges Tanzanians to grab soya market opportunities

By Guardian Reporter

PanAfrican Energy Tanzania’s (PAET) parent company 
Orca Energy Group Inc and includes its subsidiaries and af-
filiates yesterday announced that it has published its first 
sustainability report.

The Sustainability report reflects on the company’s pro-
gress on delivering its sustainability principles and frame-
work, laying the groundwork for a number of future pro-
jects. 

The Company’s goal is to create long-term sustainable and 
accretive value for all of its stakeholders, whilst contributing 
to Tanzania’s transition away from more carbon intensive 
sources of energy in the transition to a lower carbon future.

The report aims to set out the Company’s ambitions from 
a corporate and sustainability perspective, and demonstrate 
how its holistic approach to sustainability is the right meth-
od of implementation for ORCA and PAET to take.

Jay Lyons, Chief Executive Officer, commented: “This is 
our maiden Sustainability Report and we are proud of the 
progress we made in 2021 and the range and impact that 
our ESG focused initiatives have had, which are continuing 
with the same momentum in 2022. As a company active in 
the energy space, we are intrinsically linked with Tanzania’s 
energy needs, with our primary objective being to provide 
reliable natural gas to support the country’s power and in-
dustrial sectors, whilst looking at ways to minimize the envi-
ronmental impact of our operations and maximize our posi-
tive contribution to our stakeholders.”

Sustainability is important for players in any sector, but 
for a key player in a critical sector such as energy, sustain-
ability bears even greater weight, he said.

“The country’s hydropower industry is arguably one of 
the best in Africa, but due to its seasonality and the some-
what unpredictable nature of weather patterns, ORCA and 
PAET believe that there will continue to be a place for do-
mestic natural gas in the country’s energy mix in the future,” 
he added.

At present, PAET is already one of the largest natural gas 
to electricity suppliers in-country, responsible for approxi-
mately 45% of the Tanzanian electricity supply, and given 
the country’s future industrial growth plans, it is believed 
that further development of the Songo Songo gas field will 
bring online additional power capacity, while keeping addi-
tional carbon emissions as restricted as possible.

PAET’s parent company launches 
first sustainability report for 2021

oil price expectations for the rest of 
this year. Morgan Stanley reduced its 
Brent price forecasts for this quarter 
and next, according to a note, follow-
ing a similar move by UBS Group AG 
earlier this week.

“We do not expect a sustained ral-
ly soon,” Morgan Stanley analysts in-
cluding Martijn Rats said in the note. 
“A growth slowdown in all main eco-
nomic blocks has pointed to weaker 
oil demand for some time, and this is 
also now visible in oil-specific data. 
China has been a particularly impor-
tant contributor to this.”

Widely watched time spreads have 
been volatile. Brent’s prompt spread 
-- the difference between its two 
nearest contracts -- was at $1.09 a 
barrel in backwardation, compared 
with 86 cents last Tuesday and $1.47 
two weeks ago.

Crude investors will get an impor-
tant insight later Tuesday into the 
near-term market outlook when the 
Organization of Petroleum Export-
ing Countries releases its monthly 
analysis. The producer group and its 
allies including Russia announced 
a token supply cut at their meeting 
last week.

$50 million upon completion, with a plan 
to create 1,500 jobs for the Tanzanian peo-
ple. Having started manufacturing wires 
and cables in December 2021, the company 
now has distributors in 3 regions across Tan-
zania in Lakezone Mwanza, Dar Es Salaam, 
and Dodoma, as well as exporting to Kenya, 
Madagascar, Rwanda, DRC, Zimbabwe, and 
South Africa.

The minister of energy, H.E January 
Makamba was quoted saying “Having the 
second phase of this huge industrial com-
plex inaugurated within nine months of 

inaugurating the first phase proves that 
Elsewedy Electric is a real partner willing 
to exploit the favorable business climate in 
Tanzania and supporting the inter-African 
collaboration.”

Ambassador of Egypt to Tanzania, Mo-
hamed Abu El Wafaa expressed his pleasure 
at participating in the opening of the second 
phase of the Elsewedy Electric Industrial 
Complex in Tanzania and praised Elsewedy 
Electric’s efforts to boost its investment in 
the highest priority economic sectors of the 
Tanzanian government.

He explained the company’s participation 
in the Egyptian alliance implementing the 
Julius Nyerere hydropower dam project, in 
consistent with the Egyptian government’s 
interest in encouraging Egyptian companies 
to invest in various fields in Tanzania.

The Transformers factory covers an area 
of 5,000 m2 and has a production capac-
ity of up to 2,500 Oil Immersed Distribu-
tion Transformers per year, serving several 
applications including distribution grids, 
pole mounted, and pad-mounted, in addi-
tion to auxiliary transformers.

anti-virus restrictions, and as the Eu-
ropean Union readies power cut plans 
amid an energy crisis. 

Still, after hitting a record last week, 
the dollar has eased, making com-
modities cheaper for overseas buyers 

ahead of a key reading on US inflation 
due later Tuesday.

The US inflation print will detail 
price pressures in August, and econo-
mists expect a decline in the headline 
figure year-on-year, in part on cheaper 

gasoline. Nevertheless, traders still ex-
pect another large rate hike from the 
Fed next week, taking their cue from 
officials supporting that view.

At the same time, some leading 
banks have been scaling back their 

Ahmed El Sewedy, CEO of Egypt’s Elsewedy Electric

The country’s hydropower industry is 
arguably one of the best in Africa, but 
due to its seasonality and the somewhat 
unpredictable nature of weather 
patterns, ORCA and PAET believe that 
there will continue to be a place for 
domestic natural gas in the country’s 
energy mix in the future
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Can William Ruto tilt EAC trade balance?
NAIROBI

As Kenya welcomed William Ruto’s presi-
dency yesterday, the East African Community 
(EAC) will be keenly watching the new admin-
istration’s approach to foreign trade policies.

With a combined gross domestic product 
(GDP) of over $100 billion — double that of Tan-
zania and nearly three times that of Uganda 
— Kenya remains the largest economy in the 
region.

An analysis of trade data in the past decade 
under President Uhuru Kenyatta shows that 
Kenya’s balance of trade against EAC members 
has declined by Sh19.1 billion.

Gains from Rwanda and Burundi have par-
tially helped to offset much of the deficit in-
curred with Tanzania.

Data from the Kenya National Bureau of 
Statistics (KNBS) show trade surplus with the 
neighbouring countries in 2012 was Sh119 bil-
lion —which was inherited by Mr Kenyatta 
when he assumed office in 2013 — and it de-
clined last year to Sh99 billion.

Trade surplus between Kenya and Rwanda 
grew by Sh12 billion between 2012 and 2021, 
with Burundi recording a surplus of Sh7 billion.

When the outgoing President took power in 
2013, trade between Kenya and Tanzania was 
in favour of the former, which had a surplus of 
Sh31.6 billion, but it declined to Sh11 billion at 
the end of his first term and to a deficit of Sh8.9 
billion as at 2021.

Tanzania, which previously had a lukewarm 
relationship with Kenya, benefited greatly from 
the change in administration following the 
death of former President John Magufuli.

The coming into office of Samia Suluhu saw 
Kenya and Tanzania improve their trade rela-
tionship, abolishing several non-tariff barriers 
such as taxes that had been imposed on a num-
ber of goods.
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  CAPITAL
Sun 11 Sept

08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
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Mon 12 Sept
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
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11:00 	 Al Jazeera
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12:00 	 Out and About 
12:30 	 Our earth
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17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  13 Sept
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	 Club 101 (via 

Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 14 Sept
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Our earth
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Turning the spotlight
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	 Club 101 (via 

Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
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20:00	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
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22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  15 Sept
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Curinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt

23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  16  Sept
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Club 101 rpt
11:00 	 Al Jazeera
11:30	  Capchat
12:30 	 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	
	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 	 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30	
	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 17 Sept
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	  Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00	  Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt  Hwarang 14:30 	
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17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Hwarang 21:00 	
	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Music  Club 101 rpt 
23:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  18 Sept
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Hwarang 12:00	
	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Hwarang 21:00	
	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love 
00:00	 Al Jazeera

LONDON 

The Bank of England looks set to hike borrowing costs 
by another 50 basis points next week, although it may opt 
for an even bigger move, a Reuters poll found, adding to 
the woes of indebted households already facing a cost of 
living crisis.

That is despite some inflation expectations falling after 
new Prime Minister Liz Truss announced an energy sup-
port package last week, with inflation now likely to peak as 
much as five percentage points lower than earlier forecast.

In August the BoE raised its main interest rate by 50 ba-
sis points, taking it to 1.75% in its largest move in 27 years. 
The overwhelming majority of economists in a Sept. 9-13 
Reuters poll, 40 of 47, said it would add the same amount 
on Sept. 22, lifting it to 2.25%.

Other central banks have been acting more aggressively, 
including the U.S. Federal Reserve, the European Central 
Bank and the Bank of Canada.

The remaining seven economists polled said the BoE 
would opt for a 75-basis-point hike next week as it battles 
to contain inflation running at more than five times its 2% 
target. Inflation was 10.1% in July, the highest since Febru-
ary 1982.

But Truss’ power tariff cap and planned tax cuts could 
prove inflationary, and Bank Rate was now expected to 
peak at a higher level than previously thought.

“While we don’t expect the MPC to reach consensus on 
anything bigger than a 50bps hike at this stage, the case for 
further outsized rate hikes remains strong, if not stronger,” 
said Sanjay Raja at Deutsche Bank.

The BoE was expected to follow next week’s increase 
with another 50 basis point lift in November and 25 basis 
points in December, taking Bank Rate to 3.00%, where it 
will stay until at least October.

In an August survey, Bank Rate was expected to top out 
at the end of this year at 2.50%.

When asked how the risks to that peak interest rate fore-
cast were skewed, 18 of 19 respondents to an extra question 
said it would be higher or significantly higher. Only one 
said the risk was it would be lower.

“In fact, one of the paradoxes of large fiscal support is 
that the Bank may now need to tighten monetary policy by 
more than would otherwise be the case. An increase to 4% 
is now possible,” said Neil Shearing at Capital Economics, 
who has been near the top end of those expectations for 
some time.

Despite expectations for hefty rises from the central 
bank, Britain’s struggling pound will not regain its losses 
against the U.S. dollar anytime soon due to an expected re-
cession and increased government spending, another Reu-
ters poll found. That will add to price pressures through 
more expensive imports. 

Inflation was now seen peaking at 10.5% next quarter, 
down from the 12.8% forecast just ahead of Truss’ an-
nouncement and the 11.4% expectation in August’s poll but 
wasn’t seen at the Bank’s target until 2024 at least.

Surging prices have deterred consumers and the econ-
omy grew less than expected in July, raising the risk it is 
already in a recession, official data showed on Monday.

When asked about the likelihood of a recession within a 
year the median was 75% and within two years it was 80% 
although a majority of respondents to another question 
said it would be long and shallow.

Quarterly growth forecasts for next year were largely 
revised down and the economy was predicted to contract 
0.2% across 2023, a turnaround from the 0.2% growth ex-
pected in last month’s poll.

Bank of England to raise 
interest by 50bps again 

transition in leadership.
Kenya had a surplus of Sh52 billion with 

Uganda in 2012, which declined to Sh12.6 
billion in 2017 before rebounding to Sh57 bil-
lion at the end of last year.

President Yoweri Museveni and Dr Ruto 
have had a good relationship in the past and 
analysts believe that his election augurs well 
for the relationship between the two coun-
tries as well.

In July 2021, Mr Museveni hosted Ruto as 
the chief guest when laying the foundation of 
a new vaccine facility in Uganda in what pun-
dits believed to be an endorsement of Kenya’s 
new president.

On the other hand, the Ugandan leader has 
had a lukewarm relationship with opposition 
leader Raila Odinga.

Uganda remains Kenya’s largest trade part-
ner in the region, accounting for 44.2 percent 
of the total trade volumes last year.

Kenya mainly imports grain, milk, poultry 
products and sugar from Uganda while it ex-
ports animals, vegetable oil, machinery, steel 
and iron.

Tanzania was the second-largest trading 
partner with Kenya last year, with the volume 
of trade between the two countries rising 35 
percent to hit Sh100 billion. Nairobi has in re-
cent years scaled volumes of maize from the 
neighbouring country to cover for its local 
deficit.

Other countries in the region, especially the 
Great Lakes nations like Rwanda, Burundi and 
the DRC, will also be keen to know the trade 
agenda of the new administration in Kenya.

Besides cementing bilateral relations be-
tween the countries and offering room for 
intra-trade, they will be hoping that the Ruto 
administration will agree to finance the con-
struction of the remaining sections of the 
standard gauge railway (SGR) connecting the 
Malaba route to Kampala.

Trucks transporting goods to Uganda held up in a traffic jam on Kenya’s  Eldoret-Webuye highway. FILE PHOTO

The change of administration in 
Kenya has always resulted in uncer-
tainties in the region as the country 
is a major trade route to Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi and the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo.

Macharia Munene, a professor of 
History and International Relations 
at the United States International 
University in Nairobi, says so far 
there has been an indication that 
the trade between Kenya and its 

neighbours will remain steady.
“Kenya’s neighbours have so far 

reacted well [to Ruto’s election] and 
this is a good sign that the trade be-
tween the countries will continue 
to flourish even with the change of 

guard,” Prof Munene told the Busi-
ness Daily.

KNBS data show there has always 
been a change in terms of trade 
numbers between Kenya and her 
neighbours every time there is a 
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King Charles and his siblings held a 
silent vigil at the side of their mother 
Queen Elizabeth’s coffin as it lay at 
rest in Edinburgh’s historic cathedral, 
with thousands queuing for hours to 
pay their respects to Britain’s longest-
serving monarch.

With their heads bowed, Charles, 
wearing a kilt, alongside sister Prin-
cess Anne and brothers Princes An-
drew and Edward, stood solemnly 
for 10 minutes next to the oak coffin, 
draped with the royal flag known as 
the Royal Standard of Scotland.

The flag was topped with a wreath 
of white flowers and the Crown of 
Scotland, historically used for the 
coronations of monarchs of Scotland.

They left the city’s St Giles Cathe-
dral to applause from onlookers. 

The coffin had earlier been brought 
from the Palace of Holyroodhouse, 
the monarch’s official residence in 
Scotland, in a procession watched 
mostly in silence by a large, grieving 
crowd, with Charles and other royal 
family members walking slowly be-
hind the hearse.

Mourners, some weeping, and oth-
ers with heads bowed or curtsying, 
walked slowly past the coffin after 
having waited patiently for hours to 
be allowed into the cathedral.

“I had gone to see the queen so you 
can imagine my surprise when I saw 
members of the royal family there,” 
said Frances Thain, 63. “I was just 
overwhelmed because there was so 
much to take in.”

Michael Hainsworth, 70, a retired 
music teacher, was one of the first to 

enter the cathedral to see the coffin 
after a seven-hour wait, and people 
are expected to file past all night un-
til the vigil ends at 3 pm (1400 GMT) 
yesterday.

“We were very upset. It was so emo-
tional. It brought it all home,” said 
Hainsworth as he comforted his cry-
ing wife.

Queen Elizabeth died on Thursday 
in her holiday home at Balmoral, in 
the Scottish Highlands, at the age of 
96 after a 70-year reign, plunging Brit-
ain into mourning even as it faces an 
economic crisis and a change of gov-
ernment.

A YouGov poll said 44 percent of re-
spondents said they had cried or shed 
a tear since her death.

Her coffin had arrived from Balmor-
al on Sunday and stood overnight at 
Holyroodhouse. 

A bagpipe lament was the only 
sound as kilted soldiers from the 
Royal Regiment of Scotland bore the 
casket from the palace and placed it in 
the hearse for the short journey along 
the Royal Mile to the cathedral.

A gun salute boomed out from a 
battery on Edinburgh Castle when the 
hearse moved off and a single round 
was fired each minute of the proces-
sion. Other than that there was just 
silence - except a brief shout from a 
heckler aimed at Prince Andrew. 

Under a sunny sky, Charles, 73, 
who automatically became king on 
his mother’s death, and his siblings 
walked slowly behind the hearse, 
while the Royal Company of Archers 
provided the guard of honor. 

Tina Richardson, 63, a retiree from 
Dunbar, was among those standing on 

King Charles, siblings 
hold silent vigil for 
Queen Elizabeth

NAIROBI

SYDNEY - The Australian government 
said yesterday that the image of King 
Charles III would not automatically re-
place Queen Elizabeth II’s on A$5 notes, 
and it may be replaced by Australian 
figures.

While coins are mandated to carry 
the image of the British monarch, Fed-
eral Assistant Minister for the Treasury 
Andrew Leigh said on Tuesday the de-
cision to include the queen’s image on 
the A$5 dollar note was about her per-
sonality as opposed to her status as the 
monarch, and any changes would not 
be “automatic”.

Asked by a reporter if the govern-
ment would consider replacing the Brit-
ish monarch with an Australian such as 

indigenous land rights activist Edward 
Mabo, Leigh said: “It will be a conversa-
tion to be had down the track. 

“It is a conversation that will take 
place in government. There’s no rush 
about it. The priority now is changing 
over the coins.”

The Queen’s death has reignited de-
bates about Australia’s future as a con-
stitutional monarchy. Voters narrowly 
chose to maintain the British monarch 
as its head of state in a 1999 referendum. 

Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 
said on Tuesday that he had yet to turn 
his attention to whether an Australian 
should be on the A$5 note.

“I think this is a time where a bit of 
respect is required. We will deal with 
these issues appropriately, in an orderly 
way, in a way that is respectful.”

Australia may replace queen’s image on banknotes with local figures

Lavrov, several Russian 
delegates to UN General 
Assembly obtain US 
visas, MFA reports

MOSCOW

 Russian Foreign Min-
ister Sergey Lavrov and a 
number of members of the 
Russian delegation to the 
77th session of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA) have 
obtained their US visas to-
day to travel to New York, 
where UN headquarters is 
located, the Russian Foreign Ministry told TASS yesterday.

“Today, visas were issued to Lavrov (pictured) and some 
members of his party,” the diplomatic agency noted. That 
said, the ministry is hoping for the swiftest issuance of visas 
to other delegation members as well as a quick resolution 
to logistics issues, “given the illegitimate restrictive sanc-
tions on the part of the US which are blocking the logistics 
issues of the arrival of Russia’s representatives to take part 
in the UNGA’s work.”

The 77th session of the United Nations General Assembly 
will open on September 13. The session’s centerpiece will 
be the High-Level Week (September 20-26) which will be 
attended by the heads of states, governments and top dip-
lomats of various countries. A presentation by the Russian 
delegation is scheduled for September 24.

Earlier, the Russian Foreign Ministry noted that the Unit-
ed States was unreasonably protracting the visa process for 
the Russian delegates to the UNGA despite the fact that the 
documents were submitted well in advance.

UNITED NATIONS

The president of the upcoming 
77th session of the UN General As-
sembly, Csaba Korosi (pictured), 
vowed on Monday to build bridg-
es and make the work of the as-
sembly more impact-oriented.

“We must continue to reform 
and transform the United Nations, 
including the General Assembly, 
and strengthen our cooperation 
through trust,” he told reporters 

after taking the oath as president 
of the upcoming session of the 
General Assembly.

“My role will be to build bridges 
and make the work of the General 
Assembly more impact-oriented. 
I plan to pursue an integrated 
agenda of peace and security, hu-
man rights, and sustainability -- 
three mutually reinforcing goals. 
We must support each, or they 
will all fall,” he said.

He said his priorities will be: 
stand firm on the basic principles 
of the UN Charter, make signifi-

cant and measurable progress on 
the sustainability transformation, 
aim at integrated systemic solu-
tions, enhance the role of science 
in decision-shaping, and increase 
solidarity.

“I invite all stakeholders to 
work together and enlarge com-
mon ground among member 
states and stakeholders,” said 
Korosi. “I will continue to coor-
dinate efforts with the secretary-
general, the Security Council, the 

Economic and Social Council and 
the other relevant UN bodies, and 
conduct impact-oriented and reg-
ular consultations with civil soci-
ety, youth, scientific institutions, 
knowledge centers, faith-based 
organizations, private sector, and 
key financial institutions.”

The 77th session of the General 
Assembly begins on Tuesday. The 
motto of Korosi’s presidency is 
“Solutions through solidarity, sus-
tainability, and science.” Xinhua

New president vows to make work of UN General Assembly more impact-oriented

the centuries-old Royal Mile beside the cathe-
dral. She said her middle name was Elizabeth 
after the late queen.

“There’ll never be anyone like her,” she told 
Reuters. “She was such a beautiful lady who 
gave us all so much. She dedicated her whole 
life to the country. In good times and bad she 
was there, especially during COVID. She unit-
ed everybody.”

Ellie Merton, 52, an arts producer, who trav-
elled up from the border region of Scotland, 
said: “We had pipers, horses and archers. 
There was the sense of the Scottish commu-
nity being around here as she made her final 
journey.”

‘Our democracy’
In a packed timetable for the new monarch, 

Charles went to the devolved Scottish assem-
bly after the service to hear a motion of con-
dolence. He had begun the day in London, 
when he addressed members of the British 
parliament at Westminster Hall.

He called parliament the “living and 
breathing instrument of our democracy” and 
pledged to follow his late mother’s example 
in maintaining its independence.

As with all the ceremonies to mark the 
queen’s death and Charles’ accession to the 
throne, there was much pageantry.

He arrived at Westminster Hall to a fanfare 
of trumpets with his wife Camilla, Queen 
Consort. The royal couple sat on ceremonial 
chairs, with cavalry troopers in red tunics 
and plumed helmets standing to attention 
behind.

“She set an example of selfless duty which, 

 HARARE

Telecommunications firm Huawei Zimbabwe on 
Monday launched the 2022 edition of the Seeds for the Fu-
ture program under which 30 undergraduate university 
students will undergo a week-long, virtual training course 
to upgrade their information and communications tech-
nology (ICT) knowledge and skills.

Running for the eighth year in Zimbabwe now, the pro-
gram has evolved over the years as it continues to nurture 
and bolster ICT skills for tertiary students and ICT profes-
sionals.

In addition to helping beneficiaries to close the gap be-
tween theory and practice and master required skills, the 
program also encourages countries across different regions 
to participate in the construction of digital communities.

“Today’s event is all about nurturing youth leadership in 
ICT sector. In our 25 years of operation in Zimbabwe, this 
has always been our number one priority to promote lo-
cal empowerment and capacity building, whilst we bring 
the best technology and solutions to assist Zimbabwe’s glo-
rious and ambitious national development master plan,” 
Huawei’s Technologies Zimbabwe Managing Director Wei 
Qingtao said at the launch.

The Seeds for the Future program is Huawei’s biggest 
global flagship corporate social responsibility program 
which seeks to develop local ICT talent, enhance knowl-
edge transfer and promote a greater understanding of the 
telecommunications sector among the youth in the coun-
tries where it operates.

Following the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
2020, the program has been conducted virtually with 12,413 
students from 137 countries and regions around the globe 
having benefited, Wei said.

He commended the strong partnership between his 
company and the Zimbabwean government under the pro-
gram.

“Since the Seeds for the Future program was launched 
in 2015 in Zimbabwe, Huawei, the Ministries and local uni-
versities have worked together to provide the opportunity 
to learn about cutting-edge ICT technologies and Chinese 
culture for over 80 Zimbabwean undergraduate students. 
This is an invaluable addition to any CV when looking for a 
job after graduation,” Wei said.

He said this year’s program will run from Sept. 13-20 and 
will offer the students a rich experience involving technolo-
gy classes, leadership classes, Chinese cultural experiences, 
an international corporate tour and communication with 
peers around the world.

The participants will also get training and exposure to 
leadership, industry trends and the latest ICT technologies, 
such as 5G, LTE and cloud computing through comprehen-
sive online and live lectures from Huawei experts and ex-
ternal guest lecturers. 			   Xinhua

China’s ICT giant Huawei launches this 
year’s training programme in Zimbabwe

Members of the public file past as Britain’s King Charles III, Britain’s Princess Anne, Princess Royal, Britain’s 
Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, and Britain’s Prince Andrew, Duke of York attend a Vigil at St Giles’ Cathedral, in 
Edinburgh, on Monday, where the coffin of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II lies at rest.  AFP

China’s first solar exploration satellite makes breakthroughs
China recently released the world’s 

first H-Alpha spectral scanning imag-
ing by its first solar observation satel-
lite “Xihe” after the satellite has stayed 
in orbit for 10 months.

The satellite also obtained the 
world’s first spectral lines of the Sun’s 
H-Alpha waveband, neutral silicon at-
oms and neutral iron atoms, said Zhao 
Jian, chief designer of the China’s high-
resolution Earth observation project 
Gaofen.

Xihe was launched on Oct. 14, 2021 
and is traveling in a Sun-synchronous 
orbit about 517 kilometers above the 
Earth. As the first Chinese “photog-
rapher” for the Sun, the satellite has 
taken China into the era of solar explo-
ration.

The H-Alpha waveband is the most 
responsive spectral line of solar ac-
tivities in the lower atmosphere of the 
Sun. 

According to Zhao, the major scien-
tific payload of Xihe is an H-Alpha im-
aging spectrograph with  a resolution 
of 0.0024 nanometers, about 10 times 
higher than the resolution of ground-
based optical filters, reaching the inter-
national advanced level. Each spectral 
scan image contains more than 300 
photos, which is like a “CT scan” of the 
Sun’s lower atmosphere, namely the 
photosphere and chromosphere.

Apart from the H-Alpha waveband, 

Xihe also obtained spectral lines of 
neutral silicon atoms and neutral iron 
atoms. By studying them and based 
on the full-disk Doppler images of the 
photosphere and chromosphere ob-
tained by Xihe, scientists are able to get 
the temperature, density and velocity 
of the Sun’s atmosphere and thus have 
a better understanding of the triggers 
and development of solar activities. It 
will help improve space weather fore-
cast and ensure the security of man-
kind.

Experts introduced that relevant 
experiments carried out by Xihe have 
achieved two internationally recog-

nized deliverables on solar explora-
tion, which significantly improves Chi-
na’s global influence in solar physics.

The Xihe satellite applies a mag-
netic levitation technology in orbit to 
increase accuracy and stability during 
operation. Besides, it has also veri-
fied multiple new technologies such 
as magnetic coupling wireless energy 
transmission, laser communication 
and wireless communication.

At present, Xihe is launching scientif-
ic observation as scheduled on a daily 
basis and has observed nearly 100 so-
lar outbursts. The observation data are 
open for world players to share, which 

marks China’s contribution to the sci-
ence development of the world.

It is learned that China will launch an 
Advanced Space-based Solar Observa-
tory this year to conduct observations 
on the solar magnetic field, solar flares 
and coronal mass ejections, to support 
the forecasting of catastrophic space 
weather.

Besides, Chinese scientists are fur-
ther studying the structure of the Sun 
and the three-dimensional structure 
of solar activities, as part of Chinese ef-
forts to contribute to the science devel-
opment of the world.

		  People’s Daily

with God’s help and your counsels, I am resolved 
faithfully to follow,” he told members of the House 
of Commons and the House of Lords.

The assembly then sang “God Save the King”. 
Charles, who is now king of the United Kingdom 

and 14 other realms including Australia, Canada, 
Jamaica, New Zealand and Papua New Guinea, is 
known for expressing his views on matters ranging 
from the environment to youth issues.

He has suggested that as king, he would moderate 
his style, in keeping with the tradition that the mon-
arch keeps out of political matters.

On Tuesday, the coffin will be flown to London, 
where on Wednesday it will begin a period of lying 
in state until Sept 19 - the day of Elizabeth’s state fu-
neral - on a catafalque at Westminster Hall.

In London, members of the public will be allowed 
to process past the coffin, which will be covered by 
the Royal Standard with the sovereign’s Orb and 
Sceptre placed on top, for 24 hours a day until 6:30 
am (0530 GMT) on Sept 19.

 The government said those wishing to do so 
should expect to queue for many hours and pos-
sibly overnight due to the huge number of people 
expected.

Britain last saw such a display of public mourning 
in 1997 after the death of Charles’s first wife, Prin-
cess Diana, in a Paris car crash.

In his first public comment since the queen’s 
death, Prince Harry - Diana’s son - paid an emo-
tional tribute to his “granny” on Monday, saying she 
would be sorely missed not just by the family, but 
the world over. 

“We, too, smile knowing that you and grandpa are 
reunited now, and both together in peace,” Harry 
said, a reference to Elizabeth’s husband of 73 years, 
Prince Philip, who died last year.

The Royal Austral-
ian Mint, the sole 
producer of coins 
in the country, said 
yesterday that it will 
issue no circulating 
coins bearing the ef-
figy of Queen Eliza-
beth in 2023.

Roughly 15 bil-
lion coins have been 
minted in the like-
ness of Queen Eliza-
beth II since her 
coronation in 1953. 
The mint produces 
between 110 mil-
lion and 150 million 
coins annually.

               Agencies

The Xihe satellite 
applies a magnetic 
levitation technology 
in orbit to increase 
accuracy and stability 
during operation. 
Besides, it has also 
verified multiple new 
technologies such as 
magnetic coupling 
wireless energy 
transmission

Australian $5 notes are pictured in Sydney, on Sept 10, 2022.   AP
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A Yellow River-crossing tun-
nel, as a vital part of the middle 
route of China’s South-to-North 
Water Diversion Project, re-
cently passed a verification test, 
laying a solid foundation for the 
high-quality development of 
the project.

So far, all the 155 units of the 
phase-1 project of the eastern 
and middle routes have passed 
verification tests.

Over 56 billion cubic meters 
of water has been diverted 
along the eastern and middle 
routes in the past seven years, 
which benefited 150 million 
people. The two routes have 
brought about huge economic, 
social and ecological benefits.

How to transfer water from 
the southern bank of the Yel-
low River to the opposite side 
was the most challenging task 
during the construction of the 
middle route of the mega water 
diversion project, said Zhang 
Chuanjian, deputy chief design-
er of the CISPRD Corporation, a 
major technical service provid-
er of the Yellow River-crossing 
tunnel.

Challenging as it was, the task 
must be conquered.

According to Zhang, there 
were two plans when the design 
work just started - one for an 
elevated diversion channel and 
another for tunnel excavation.

“We chose the latter upon 
repeated scientific verification 
and model tests, and out of the 
consideration of technical dif-
ficulty and ecological conserva-
tion,” Zhang told People’s Daily.

It was the first time for China 
to build a hydraulic tunnel with 
slurry tunnel boring machines. 
The excavation depth stood at 
3.45 kilometers and the error 
must be controlled within 3 cen-
timeters.

To ensure long-term and 
stable operation of the tunnel, 
constructors built a virtual 3D 
model that acquires real-time 
information about hydrology 
and water quality. Besides, un-
derwater robots and scanners 
have been employed for trou-
bleshooting of the underwater 
structure.

As of Aug. 30, 35.75 billion cu-
bic meters of water had been 
transferred from the southern 
bank of the Yellow River to the 
opposite side through the tun-
nel, which significantly allevi-
ated the water shortage in the 
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei region in 
north China.

According to Jing Shuguang, 
head of the general office of the 
China South-to-North Water Di-
version Corporation Limited, 
13 cascade pump stations, 22 
pivots and 34 pump stations are 
established along the eastern 
route of the South-to-North Wa-
ter Diversion project, and these 

stations are equipped with 160 
hydroelectric generators. 

The pump station cluster has 
various types of pumps that 
come with low lift and large ca-
pacity, and they are able to work 
long hours throughout the year.

Besides, the management au-
thority of the water diversion 
project has elevated the water 
level at the Danjiangkou Res-
ervoir, which sits in the joint 
area of central China’s Hubei 
and Henan provinces, from 157 
to 170 meters for larger water 
storage and more stable water 
source of the middle route.

Science-based management 
was key to the safe and steady 
operation of the eastern and 
middle routes of the South-to-
North Water Diversion project 
in the past seven years. In the 
middle route dispatching hall of 
the China South-to-North Water 
Diversion Corporation Limited, 
real-time discharge informa-
tion of major rivers is shown on 

a screen, and monitoring, dis-
patching and water storage ad-
justment systems are equipped 
at lock stations.

“We can open gates remotely 
based on actual conditions and 
discharge variations,” Jing said. 
The success rate of remote gate 
control stands at 99.56 percent 
currently.

At present, the China South-
to-North Water Diversion Cor-
poration Limited is employing 
new-generation information 
technologies to gather more in-
formation and promote model-
data and business-technology 
integration, so as to build a digi-
tal twin system of the South-to-
North Water Diversion project, 
make the project more digital, 
network-based and intelligent, 
improve the project’s capability 
in precise water management, 
and drive the high-quality de-
velopment of the project.

	              People’s Daily

Key tunnel of South-to-North Water Diversion Project completed

New York

A recent report has shed some light 
on Western media influence opera-
tions mainly aimed at Central Asia and 
the Middle East.

The Aug 24 report — Unheard Voice: 
Evaluating five years of pro-Western 
covert influence operations — by the 
Stanford (University) Internet Observa-
tory Cyber Policy Center and Graphika, 
a network analysis company based in 
New York, analyzed a large network 
of accounts removed from US social 
media giants Facebook, Instagram and 
Twitter. 

The information operations likely 
originated in the United States and tar-
geted a range of countries, according to 
the report.

The accounts sometimes shared 
news articles from US government-
funded media outlets, such as Voice of 
America and Radio Free Europe, and 
links to websites sponsored by the US 
military.

“Our joint investigation found an 
interconnected web of accounts on 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, and 
five other social media platforms that 
used deceptive tactics to promote pro-
Western narratives in the Middle East 
and Central Asia. The platforms’ data-
sets appear to cover a series of covert 
campaigns over a period of almost five 
years rather than one homogeneous 

operation,” the report said.
In July and August, Twitter and Meta, 

the parent of Facebook, removed two 
overlapping sets of accounts for violat-
ing their platforms’ terms of service. 
Twitter said the accounts ran afoul of 
its policies on “platform manipulation 
and spam”, and Meta said the assets on 
its platforms engaged in “coordinated 
inauthentic behavior”.

After taking down the assets, both in-
ternet platforms provided portions of 
the activity to Graphika and the Stan-
ford Internet Observatory for further 
analysis. The observatory is part of the 
Freeman Spogli Institute for Interna-
tional Studies, described as “Stanford’s 
hub for nonpartisan, interdisciplinary 
research, teaching and policy impact 
in international affairs”.

Two assets concentrated on China, 
particularly the Uygur ethnic group 
in the nation’s Xinjiang Uygur autono-
mous region.

The accounts — “a fake persona and 
sham media outlet” called “Intergaze-
ta” — generated reports on an alleged 
“genocide” in Xinjiang.

The assets also posted about alleged 
poor treatment of women in the re-
gion and often centered those stories 
around news about domestic violence.

China has repeatedly protested such 
fake portrayal of conditions in Xin
jiang, charging that Western media 
have regularly presented an inaccurate 

West manipulates media to cast its influence - report

YEREVAN

Armenian Defense Minister 
Suren Papikyan and his Russian 
counterpart Sergey Shoigu discussed 
over phone the latest developments 
on the Armenian-Azerbaijani border, 
the press service of the Armenian De-
fense Ministry reported yesterday.

“The Armenian Defense Minister 
told his Russian counterpart about 
the situation resulting from Azerbai-
jan’s large-scale aggression against 
the sovereign territory of the Repub-
lic of Armenia. Suren Papikyan and 
Sergey Shoigu agreed to take neces-
sary steps to stabilize the situation,” 
the text reads.

Earlier on Tuesday night, Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan 
and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
spoke over phone. Armenian Foreign 
Minister Ararat Mirzoyan also briefed 
his Russian counterpart Sergey Lav-
rov on the situation on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border.

Earlier, the Armenian Defense Min-
istry said that immediately after mid-
night on September 13, Azerbaijani 
Armed Forces units opened fire in the 
direction of Goris, Sotq and Jermuk 
settlements using artillery, large-ca-
liber and small arms. Agencies

Armenia and Russia 
discuss situation 
on Armenian-
Azerbaijani border

WORLD NEWS

actors”.
 “Importantly, the data also 

shows the limitations of using 
inauthentic tactics to gener-
ate engagement and build 
influence online,” the report 
said, adding that “the vast ma-
jority of posts and tweets we 
reviewed received no more 
than a handful of likes or 
retweets, and only 19 percent 
of the covert assets we identi-
fied had more than 1,000 fol-
lowers” Agencies

WASHINGTON

President Joe Biden said on 
Monday his administration had 
cracked down on US airlines 
to improve treatment of pas-
sengers, a claim rejected by the 
carriers.

Biden said prior to changes 
made in customer service plans 
by major airlines “if your flight 
was canceled or delayed, no 
top airline guaranteed covering 
your cost of hotels and meals.”

“My administration is also 
cracking down on the airlines 
to get passengers fairer treat-
ment,” Biden said. “Secretary 
Buttigieg, at my request, called 
them out.” 

US Transportation Secretary 
Pete Buttigieg told airlines in 
August he would publish their 
responses in a “dashboard” 

and gave them two weeks to 
disclose what customer service 
protections they would commit 
to offering when delays were 
the fault of the airline.

“As of last week, airlines now 
cover hotels - eight of them; 
nine (cover) meals; nine rebook 
for free,” Biden said. “We’re 
going to get more rules in the 
works to protect airline passen-
gers even further.”

Airlines for America, a trade 
group representing American 
Airlines, Delta Air Lines, Unit-
ed Airlines, JetBlue Airways 
and others, took exception to 
Biden’s assertions.

 “It is not accurate to say that 
no US airline covered meals and 
hotels for passengers severely 
impacted by carrier-caused 
flight delays and cancellations,” 
it said in a statement, adding 

that the dashboard reflected 
airlines formalizing existing 
policies.

Airlines canceled or delayed 
tens of thousands of flights 
this summer as they struggled 

to ramp up staffing as demand 
returned from historic COVID 
pandemic lows, and Congress 
has pressed the administration 
to take a tougher line on air-
lines.

The Department of Trans-
portation (USDOT) has five 
categories for rating airlines 
on for both canceled and de-
layed flights, including whether 
they provide meal vouchers for 
three-hour delays, and pay for 
hotels, transportation to lodg-
ing for stranded passengers and 
rebooking passengers on the 
same or another airline. They 
get checkmarks for providing 
such services.

American, Delta, United and 
JetBlue all got five checkmarks 
for both delayed and canceled 
flight policies, while Southwest 
and Alaskan Airlines got four 
checkmarks. Low-cost carrier 
Allegiant initially received no 
checkmarks but now has three 
for hotel, transportation and re-
booking policies.

Buttigieg told Reuters last 

month the US approach to reg-
ulating airlines and ensuring 
passengers are properly treated 
needs improvements.

USDOT has proposed rules 
to strengthen airline passenger 
protection and require airlines 
to provide vouchers that do not 
expire when passengers are un-
able to fly for pandemic-related 
reasons.

Buttigieg plans to finalize a 
new rule proposed in July 2021 
to require passenger airlines to 
refund fees for bags that are sig-
nificantly delayed and for ser-
vices like onboard Wi-Fi that do 
not work.

Buttigieg said in July USDOT 
had completed investigations 
into 10 unnamed airlines over 
delayed or withheld passenger 
refunds and plans enforcement 
actions.

Biden touts crackdown on airlines over passenger treatment

picture of life there. 
Other assets in the group also made the 

claims that “financial imperialism threat-
ened Central Asia and other regions of the 
world”. The operation also targeted Rus-
sian-speaking Central Asian audiences and 
focused on lauding US aid to Central Asia 
and criticizing Russia, particularly its for-
eign policy.

“We believe this activity represents the 
most extensive case of covert pro-Western 
influence operations on social media to be 
reviewed and analyzed by open-source re-
searchers to date,” the report said.

Twitter and Meta’s data reveal the limited 
range of tactics that influence-operation 
actors use, the report said, noting that “the 
covert campaigns detailed in this report are 
notable for how similar they are to previous 
operations we have studied”.

The assets identified by Twitter and Meta 
“created fake personas with GAN (Genera-
tive Adversarial Network-computer-gener-
ated) faces, posed as independent media 
outlets, leveraged memes and short-form 
videos, attempted to start hashtag cam-
paigns, and launched online petitions: all 
tactics observed in past operations by other 

President Xi Jinping’s upcoming Central Asia trip will 
give a major boost to China’s bonds with its neighbors 
there, catalyze two-way, pragmatic cooperation and pro-
mote the unity and efficacy of the 21-year-old Shanghai Co-
operation Organization, observers said.

From Wednesday to Friday, Xi (pictured) will attend the 
22nd meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
Council of Heads of State in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, and 
make state visits to Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying announced on Mon-
day.

The Central Asia tour will be Xi’s first trip abroad in more 
than two years, and the timing of the visits to the two desti-
nations bears profound significance, experts said.

Both Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan are celebrating their 
30th anniversary this year of building diplomatic relations 
with China, and their presidents visited China in February 
to attend the opening ceremony of the Beijing Olympic 
Winter Games and met with Xi.

Kazakhstan is the birthplace of the landmark Belt and 
Road Initiative, as it was there that Xi first proposed the 
Silk Road Economic Belt initiative — a key component of 
the BRI — during his first state visit to the country as presi-
dent in 2013.

As of July 4, 149 countries and 32 international organi-
zations have signed cooperative documents with China on 
jointly building the Belt and Road. As Kazakhstan is on the 
first stop of the BRI’s westward routes from China, “China-
Kazakhstan relations have yielded fruitful outcomes in 
areas such as connectivity, production capacity, economy, 
trade and culture”, said Chinese Ambassador to Kazakh-
stan Zhang Xiao.

Annual bilateral trade reached US$25.25 billion last year, 
nearly 70 times the amount in 1992, the year in which the 
two countries established diplomatic ties, making the 
country “a vanguard and exemplary zone in co-building 
the Belt and Road”, Zhang told China National Radio re-
cently.

The two countries’ trade volume reached US$17.69 bil-
lion in the first seven months of the year, according to Chi-
na’s General Administration of Customs.

Meanwhile, China is working closely with Uzbekistan to 
boost the synergy between the BRI and the Development 
Strategy for New Uzbekistan, the country’s flagship vision 
for growth.

Both countries are working toward the goal of reaching 
US$10 billion in annual bilateral trade, according to Chi-
nese Ambassador to Uzbekistan Jiang Yan. 

The trade volume between the two nations was US$5.53 
billion in the first seven months of 2022, according to Cus-
toms data.

Su Xiaohui, deputy director of the China Institute of In-
ternational Studies’ Department of American Studies, said 

Xi’s Central Asia trip set to boost unity

 

ABUJA

 A Nigerian court on Monday ad-
journed to Sept. 16 a suit filed by 
the federal government challeng-
ing the prolonged industrial action 
of university lecturers in the most 
populous African country.

Urging the National Industrial 
Court to determine the legality of 
the strike, the Nigerian government 
had sued the striking lecturers un-
der the aegis of the Academic Staff 
Union of Universities (ASUU) for 
affecting public universities in the 
country since Feb. 14. 

The seven-month strike by ASUU 
so far had demanded, among oth-
ers, the renegotiation of welfare, 
government funding for the revi-
talization of public universities, 
earned academic allowances, and 
promotion arrears.  Xinhua

Nigerian govt takes striking 
university lecturers to court

the trip “will further build on the great 
relationships between the top leaders 
and chart the course for more high-
lights of bilateral collaboration in the 
years to come”.

“Also, the trip is expected to see 
China and the rest of the SCO mem-
ber states gear up in tackling the un-
precedented economic and political 
challenges from the outside world, 
given the spillover effects of the global 
economic downturn, geopolitical con-
flicts and the COVID-19 pandemic,” Su 
said.

 Samarkand, an Uzbek city known 
for its great cultural heritage, will host 
the SCO Summit on Thursday and Fri-
day.

This year marks the 20th anniver-
sary of the signing of the Charter of 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion and the 15th anniversary of the 
signing of the Treaty on Long-Term 
Good-Neighborliness, Friendship and 
Cooperation.

The organization has eight mem-
ber states, four observer states and 
six dialogue partners, and around 10 
countries have voiced their hope to 
join the group or upgrade their status 
within the group.

“Instability and uncertainties are 
increasingly evident now”, given the 
significant global changes unseen in a 
century, the COVID-19 pandemic and 
the resurfacing of a Cold War mentali-
ty in the world, Ambassador Jiang said 
recently in an interview with Chinese 
media.

			   Xinhua

Photo shows a hydraulic project along the eastern route of China’s South-to-North Water Diversion project in 
Sihong county, Suqian, east China’s Jiangsu province. (Photo by Liu Chenglong/People’s Daily Online)

This photo dated Sept 4, 2019 shows logos of US social networking websites Instagram, Twitter and Facebook, displayed on smart-
phone screen, in Lille, northern France. 
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By Guardian Correspondent
WHILE this year’s NMB Marathon 

race is expected to take place in Dar 
es Salaam on September 24, the race’s 
21km event winners will be presented 
with a cash prize amounting to 3m/-.

Emmanuel Akonaay, NMB Bank’s 
Chief Human Resources Officer, said 
so while announcing the prizes for 
various winners of the second edition 
of the marathon.

The charity race seeks to collect 
600m/- to meet costs for the treatment 
of women suffering from fistula 
disease.

The race that has a slogan known 
as ‘Movement of Love’ is expected to 
be held at the Leaders Club in Dar es 
Salaam.

Akonaay said: “The first-placed 
runners in 21km event in both men’s 
and women’s categories will receive 
3m/-, second-placed athletes are to 
rake in 1.8m/- apiece, third-placed 
runners are to receive 800,000/-.”

The official pointed out: “The 
fourth-placed runners will receive 
600,000/-, fifth-place finishers are to 
take 350, 000/-, and the sixth-placed 
competitors are to rake in 250,000/-.”

“The first-placed athletes in men 
and women’s categories of 10km race 
are to take 1m/-, 800,000/- will go 
to second-place finishers, the third-
placed runners are to take 500,000/-
, the fourth-place finishers are to get 
350,000/-, the fifth-place finishers 
are to receive 200,000/-, and the 
competitors set to come sixth are to 
rake in 150,000/-,” the official noted.

Akonaay added: “The 5km event 
for children will have the winners 
receiving a bicycle worth 600,000/-, 

NMB Marathon winners set to rake in cash prize   

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s Netball Association (Chaneta) 
has lamented the absence of Mainland 
Tanzania’s men’s clubs at the coming Muungano 
tournament slated for next month in Morogoro.

Rose Mkisi (pictured), Chaneta Secretary-
General, said the association earmarked six 
women’s clubs and three men’s teams from 
Mainland Tanzania but so far only women’s 
teams from Mainland Tanzania have confirmed 
to participate in the tournament slated for 
October 21-30.

She said, six women’s clubs and three men’s 
sides from Zanzibar have confirmed to compete 
in the tournament.

Rose mentioned the Mainland Tanzania 
teams which have confirmed to compete in 
the Muungano tournament as TAMISEMI, JKT 
Mbweni, Nyika Queens, Police Morogoro, Prisons 
Morogoro, and  Kampala International University 
in Tanzania (KIUT).

Zanzibar’s women’s clubs lined up for the 

event are KVZ, Mafunzo, The Talent, JKU, 
Warriors, and Zimamoto while Isles’ men’s teams 
are Mkanyageni, JKU, and The Talent.

The official pointed out: “The Muungano 
tournament gets underway next month in 
Morogoro but up to now no men’s team from 
Mainland Tanzania has confirmed to compete in 
the tournament, while all squads from Zanzibar 
have confirmed.”

“I think many Mainland Tanzania men’s teams 
are not financially stable but, with August 15 
being the deadline for confirmation, we hope 
they will confirm to participate,” she said.

Chaneta recently announced that the national 
men’s netball team will compete in African 
Championships slated for next year in Morocco.

This year’s Muungano tournament will also 
offer the national men’s netball team coaching 
panel the opportunity to select netballers for 
the squad. The Zanzibar tournament will involve 
players who were at the National Services 
training, representing their respective sides in 
the competition.

Dar es Salaam’s Championship club Pan Africans’ footballer, Allen Mathias (2nd L), negotiates his way past 
NBC Premier League’s Kinondoni Municipal Council FC footballers during a friendly clash which took place at 
Uhuru Stadium yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

sports

The Chief Human Resources Officer at NMB Bank Emmanuel Akonaay (R) leads participants in a 10km 
race during the route testing for this year’s NMB Marathon that started and ended at the Leaders Club in 
Kinondoni, Dar es Salaam last weekend. The race scheduled for September 24 at the ground seeks to collect 
600m/- to support the treatment of women suffering from fistula, now at the CCBRT Hospital. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT

Chaneta bemoans absence of 
Mainland Tanzania’s male squads 
in 2022 Muungano tournament

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

DENNIS Lavagne, newly appointed head coach 
for NBC Premier League giant, Azam FC, took 
his charges to his first league match on Tuesday 
afternoon at Sokoine Stadium against host Mbeya 
City FC.

The French tactician has replaced USA national 
Abdihamid Moalin, who parted ways with the Dar 
es Salaam outfit two weeks ago.

According to Azam FC’s information officer 
Thabit Zacharia, Lavagne was looking forward to 
the tie.

Zacharia revealed last weekend: “Our team is 
expected to depart for Mbeya tomorrow (Sunday) 
morning by air, head coach and his backroom staff 
were training the team in our backyard.”

“The coach said he is confident that his charges 
will do well in the game, he is looking forward to 

the second-placed competitor is to take a 200,00/- 
voucher, and the third-placed competitor is to 
receive a smartwatch worth 200,000/-.”

“We are asking all people of goodwill to join us so 
that we can reach the goal of fulfilling the plan to 
collect 600m/-,” Akonaay revealed.

The race’s coordinator, David Marealle, said: “The 
awareness is great for those who continue to register 
to participate in this race, our centers continue 
registering people.”

“We will have three days, September 21-23, for 
people to pick up equipment including race numbers 
and certificates after registering,” Marealle revealed.

Suleiman Nyambui, Tanzania’s national 
athletics team’s head coach, said: “So far 
preparations are going on very well and the 
good thing is that there is a new incentive in 
NMB Marathon every year.”

“Most of the time people are used to 
witnessing the race’s top three winners 
getting prizes but, this time, it has been 
completely different, we will make sure 
that the right winners are found, and there 
won’t be runners opting out of completing 
the route and looking forward to emerging 
victorious.”

Azam FC head coach looking 
forward to new assignment

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

ALTHOUGH Tanzania Prisons’ head coach 
Patrick Odhiambo claims lack of coordination 
in his squad contributes to the club’s poor 
performance, the outfit’s assistant coach 
Shaban Mtupa reveals more time is needed 
for the outfit to improve.

Mtupa said that despite the team’s poor 
performance in its first three matches of 
2022/23 NBC Premier League, it is too early 
to self-evaluate based on the results.

Odhiambo, a Kenyan coach now coaching 
Tanzania Prisons after a spell at Mara’s 
Biashara United, was quoted as saying he 
discovered every player in his team was 
banking on individual skills.

The gaffer pointed out: “The challenge 
facing our outfit’s players is they hardly 
understand each other on the pitch, 

communication, and combinations are the 
problem.”

In an interview with The Guardian, 
Tanzania Prisons’ assistant coach Mtupa 
elaborated on the matter by stressing more 
matches are needed to gauge his players’ 
performance. 

The gaffer noted: “It’s too early to either 
assess or evaluate the position of our team 
in the league table by (looking at) three 
matches only, I would like to say we will do it 
after at least five matches.”

The coach stated: “Currently, the technical 
bench is still detecting some challenges and 
working on them, give us time to breathe and 
scratch our heads.”

In the 2022/23 NBC Premier League table, 
Tanzania Prisons is sitting eighth with four 
points, level with Mbeya City FC and Coastal 
Union, after battling it out in three matches.

Mtupa: Prisons FC needs more 
matches, time for evaluation

his first assignment as head coach of the 
club,” he said.

Lavagne signed a one-year contract with 
Azam FC and he promised that his major 
task is to see the team perform well in local 
and international tournaments. 

The Chamazi-based club’s leadership 
said it expects the UEFA pro license holder 
to take the side to higher heights. 

Fireworks were expected to be on show 
in the Tuesday tie as both Mbeya City FC 
and Azam FC had earlier dropped two 
points in their respective ties in the league.

Mbeya City FC is positioned seventh with 
four points in the top flight table, having 
taken part in three outings, while Azam FC 
occupies sixth place with five points from 
the same number of matches.

In the previous clash, Mbeya City FC 
drew 1-1 with Tanzania Prisons in what is 

also referred to as ‘Mbeya derby’ at Sokoine 
Stadium while Azam FC settled for a 2-2 
draw with Yanga.

Mbeya City FC scored through midfielder 
Hassan Nassor while Prisons equalized 
through forward Khamis Mcha.

Azam FC’s two goals in last week’s match 
were scored by defenders Daniel Amoah 
and Malickou Ndoye, whereas midfielder 
Feisal Salum scored a brace for Yanga.

After the ‘Mbeya derby’, Mbeya City FC 
head coach Abdallah Mubiru was reported 
to have said he is looking forward to the 
next game.

“We played well, we created a lot of 
scoring chances only that we did not make 
use of them, I will rectify the problems and 
hopefully in our next game against Azam 
FC we will be at our best,” the gaffer noted.

Artist from Tanzania’s police force perform ahead of the launch of 2022 Southern African Regional Police Chief Cooperation (SARPCCO) Games at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam last week. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA
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MANCHESTER

BORUSSIA Dortmund know only too 
well of Erling Haaland’s ability to destroy 
defences in the Champions League, but 
the German giants may die by the sword 
they previously lived by when they visit 
Manchester City today.

Haaland blossomed into one of the 
world’s most feared strikers during two-
and-a-half years in Germany, scoring 86 
goals in 89 games for Dortmund.

Eight games into his City career, the gi-
ant Norway striker with a devastating turn 
of speed has already scored 12 times for 
the English champions.

“His numbers in all his career, not just 
here but when he was in previous teams, 
is quite similar,” said City boss Pep Guar-
diola after Haaland struck twice in a 4-0 
win at Sevilla to kick off City’s latest quest 
to break their Champions League duck.

“He has an incredible sense of goal.”
Haaland’s bargain 60 million euro (£51 

million, $63 million) buyout clause meant 
he had his choice of clubs after he had out-
grown his surroundings in the Bundesliga.

Dortmund may provide the perfect 
breeding ground for Europe’s top talents 
to develop in the early years of their ca-
reer, but they cannot compete financially 
with the continent’s wealthiest clubs, nor 
satisfy the ambitions of the world’s best 
players in the long term.

Haaland followed in the footsteps of Ja-
don Sancho, Christian Pulisic, Ousmane 
Dembele, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, 
Robert Lewandowski and Mario Goetze as 
stars of the future to fly the nest after brief-
ly leaving their mark in western Germany.

However, losing Haaland may prove 
the biggest loss of all with the 22-year-old 
threatening to rewrite records set by Cris-
tiano Ronaldo and Lionel Messi that many 
believed would remain intact for genera-
tions.

Haaland’s double against Sevilla took his 

tally in the Champions League to 25 goals 
in 20 games.

At the same stage of their careers, Ronal-
do, the competition’s all-time top goalscor-
er with 140, was yet to score, while Messi 
struck eight times in his first 20 matches in 
Europe’s elite club competition.

“I love the Champions League. I have to 
say this, it’s a big dream for me,” Haaland 
told Telemundo Deportes this week as he 
revealed the competition’s anthem is the 
ringtone on his phone.

“When I wake up every morning, I listen 
to this song. It’s my favourite competition.”

Haaland’s haul in the Champions League 
was also why City were so desperate to 
sign him as the successor to the club’s all-
time top goalscorer Sergio Aguero.

Under Guardiola, City have won four 
Premier League titles in the past five years 
and six in total stretching back over the 
past decade.

Yet, the billions invested in the club from 
Abu Dhabi since 2008 have so far fallen 
short when it comes to winning the Cham-
pions League.

The past two seasons they have come ag-
onisingly close, losing their first ever final 
to Chelsea in 2021 before blowing a two-
goal lead in stoppage time of their semi-
final against eventual winners Real Madrid 
in May.

Any doubts that the recruitment of a 
superstar could destabilise the collective 
effort that has characterised City’s success 
under Guardiola have been blown away 
within weeks.

“This fella is going to break virtually eve-
ry goalscoring record there is,” tweeted 
former England striker Michael Owen.

“He’s too big, too quick, clinical in front 
of goal and he’s playing in a team that cre-
ate dozens of chances.”

Dortmund know what is coming. Halting 
the momentum of the man mountain they 
used to call their own is another matter.

				    AFP

Rampant Haaland set to show 
Dortmund what they are missing

Leicester City’s collapse: How the Foxes went 
from top four to being relegation candidates 

By Ryan O’Hanlon, ESPN.com writer

WE talk about  Leicester City  all 
the time, and yet we still don’t talk 
about Leicester City enough.

In age of increasing stratification 
across European soccer and England 
in particular, this team got promoted 
to the Premier League, were bottom 
of the table come Christmas, avoided 
relegation with an incredible run 
in the second half of the season, im-
mediately fired the manager who led 
them on that incredible run, hired 
a new manager and ... immediately 
won the Premier League.

Somehow, that’s only, like, a 
third of the story. The next sea-
son, they cashed in on the Premier 
League Player of the Year as N’Golo 
Kante joined Chelsea, finished 12th, 
fired their manager and still managed 
to reach the Champions League quar-
terfinals. The next year was a relative-
ly tame one by Leicester standards: 
They dropped into the relegation 
zone by Christmas again, fired the 
coach that brought them to the CL 
quarters and ultimately finished 
ninth. They exchanged their best at-
tacker (Riyad Mahrez) for some $60 
million that summer, and then a cou-
ple months later, their owner died in 
a helicopter crash at the stadium.

Somehow, that’s only, like, another 
third of the story. A few months after 
the passing of Vichai Srivaddhanap-
rabha, they hired another new 
manager: Brendan Rodgers. Despite 
moving on from their best defender 
(Harry Maguire) for close to $100m 
the following summer, they had all 
but locked up a top-four spot by 
February, before a global pandemic 
hit and the Premier League season 
stopped for a couple months. When 
play resumed, they completely col-
lapsed and missed fourth place by 
four points. Then, once again, they 
transferred out their best defender 
(Ben Chilwell) for tens of millions of 
dollars, and again, they had a top-four 
spot all but locked up by February 
-- before completely collapsing again 
and missing fourth, this time by one 
point.

Which brings us to where we are to-
day: After finally producing a forgetta-
ble season last year, Leicester are now 
dead-last, with one point from six 
matches. They’ve gone from perenni-
al top-four contender to a favorite for 
relegation in a little over a year. What 
the heck happened?

*How they became contenders 
(again)

When Leicester moved on from 
Claude Puel in February 2019, Leices-
ter were in 12th place. They hadn’t 
won a game since the start of the cal-
endar year and as these things tend to 
go, they were getting pretty unlucky. 
Puel himself claimed as much, which 
did little to endear him to fans or his 
players.

Through their first 27 games, 
Leicester produced a minus-6 goal 
differential from about a plus-4 ex-
pected-goal differential, per Stats Per-
form. Their performances were bet-
ter than their results and once they 
brought in Rodgers, their results im-
proved -- and so too did their perfor-
mances. In just 10 games under their 
new coach, their total xG differential 
(plus-4.75) was better than in the 27 
games under Puel.

Over a full season, that would’ve 
made them the fourth-best team in 
the Premier League after  Manches-
ter City, Liverpool and Chelsea -- the 
eventual Premier League, Champi-
ons League and Europa League win-
ners, respectively.

The following season, they were 
basically just as good (plus-0.45 
xGD). We’re less concerned, today, 
with why they didn’t finish fourth -- 
read: a bunch of injuries, plus Man-
chester United  got a lot better 
once Bruno Fernandes arrived and 
Jose Mourinho departed -- than how 
they achieved this level of perfor-
mance. It certainly wasn’t that sea-
son’s transfer market. Maguire left 
for Manchester United in exchange 
for $95.7m, while Leicester brought 
in the likes of  Ayoze Perez,  Dennis 
Praet  and  James Justin  for around 
$66m combined. Praet played 33% 
of the league minutes, Justin 30 and 
Perez 59. If they got more out of the 
Perez role -- something more than an 
at-best-average attacker -- then maybe 
they do finish top-four.

As for the 10 players who did play 
at least 60% of the minutes, there’s 
perhaps a team-building lesson 
somewhere in here for the rest of 
the Premier League.

At 61% of the minutes, you had 
21-year-old winger  Harvey Barnes, 
and at 69% of the minutes, you 
had 22-year-old Ben Chilwell -- 
both products of the  Leicester 
City academy. At 74% of the minutes 
was 25-year-old right-back Ricardo 
Pereira, signed from FC Porto the 
previous season for $24.2m. 

Then there was the midfield 
-- three 22-year-olds.  James Mad-
dison, acquired from Norwich for 
$27.5m the year before, played 
77% of the minutes. Wilfred Ndidi, 
brought in as the Kante replacement 
in the summer of 2017 for $19.36m, 
played 78% of the minutes.  Youri 
Tielemans, who came over on loan 
shortly before Rodgers arrived and 
then had his move from Monaco 
made permanent for $49.5m the fol-
lowing offseason, was out there 83% 
of the time.

Finally, you had the major 
mainstays: 32-year-old  Jamie Var-
dy (89%), acquired from Fleetwood 
Town for $1.4m in 2012; 23-year-
old  Caglar Soyuncu  (89%), ac-
quired from Freiburg for $23.2m 
the year prior; 31-year-old  Jonny 
Evans  (99%), acquired from West 
Brom for $4.4m the year prior; 
and Kasper Schmeichel (100%), ac-
quired from Leeds for $1.8m in 2011.

To challenge for fourth without a 
top-four payroll, it seems, you basi-
cally need to do a bit of everything:

	 •	 You need to hit 
on a couple of “no-cost” academy 
prospects.

	 •	 You need to use 
the spending power of the Premier 
League to acquire “pre-prime” play-
ers from better teams elsewhere in 
Europe; grab as many as you can 
in the $20m range (they missed on 
a bunch of other similar buys) and 
then make sure you get it right when 
you pay more (they were confident 
that Tielemans was a $50m-plus guy 
because they had him on loan for 
half a year).

	 •	 You need to find 
gems in the Championship.

	 •	 You need to find 
low-cost veterans with unfairly di-
minished reputations. (Evans is one 
of the most underrated Premier 
League players of the decade.)

	 •	 And while “find 
a star England international while 
he’s playing non-League football” 
isn’t repeatable for other teams, I 
think the fact that Leicester hung 
onto Vardy -- and not Kante or Ri-

yad Mahrez -- as they rose back up 
the table says something about how 
much easier having a star striker 
makes the team-building process. 
If you find one, do what you can to 
keep him.

On top of all that, the team still 
required a bit of tactical ingenuity to 
get them on the verge of the Cham-
pions League -- something to make 
this collection of talent perform at 
its highest-possible level. This came 
in the form of Rodgers playing Ndidi 
alone at the base of midfield, behind 
a pair of not-at-all-defensive mid-
fielders in Tielemans and Maddison.

Most of the time, teams outside 
the Big Six will respond to the tac-
tical trends from the bigger sides; 
Rodgers instead copied Pep Guar-
diola’s introduction of “free eights,” 
which are basically traditional No. 
10s masquerading as central mid-
fielders -- behind three other at-
tackers. Guardiola was able to do 
it because he had  Fernandinho. 
Rodgers gambled on Ndidi being 
able to hold up under a similarly 
heavy defensive load, and he was 
right -- at least for one year.

*How it all fell apart
Although they finished with 

more points and closer to fourth 
in 2020-21 than the year prior, 
the signs of decline were already 
there. The per-game xG differential 
dropped down to plus-0.25 -- still 
above average, but closer to 10th 
than to fourth. The only big person-
nel departure was Chilwell moving 
to Chelsea for $55m. In the other 
direction came 19-year-old center-
back  Wesley Fofana  from Saint-
Etienne for $38.5m and 24-year-old 
fullback  Timothy Castagne  from 
Atalanta for $23m.

Leicester got worse mainly be-
cause their best players stopped 
playing so often. In Chilwell and 
Pereira, they had one of the best 
fullback pairings in Europe. Chilwell 
left, and Pereira only played 28% of 
the minutes in 2020-21 thanks to a 
knee injury suffered the previous 
season. Evans played 72% of the 
minutes at the back and Soyuncu 
53%, but Fofana more than filled in 
the gaps with 66% of the minutes. 
Everywhere else, there were just 
minor declines: Vardy went from 
89% to 83% of the minutes, Ndidi 
from 78% to 64%, and Maddison 
from 77% to 61%. It all added up over 
the course of the season, and their 
drop in performance quality finally 
caught up to them as they coughed 
away the fourth spot for the second 
year in a row.

From a personnel perspective, 
it seemed clear that they needed 

insurance both up top and in the mid-
field given the particular importance of 
those specific players. And so they did 
what they always do: spent $20-30m on 
a pair of 22-year-old prospects -- $33m on 
RB Salzburg striker Patson Daka, $22m 
for Lille midfielder Bakary Soumare -- 
from Champions League-level teams 
elsewhere in Europe. The problem is 
that the players were either not good 
enough yet or wrongly not considered 
good enough yet by their manager.

In 2021-22, Daka played 34% of the 
minutes and Soumare featured 32% of 
the time. Meanwhile, Vardy’s minutes 
share dipped down to 53% and Ndidi’s 
dropped below 50%. A not-insignificant 
number of his minutes came at the back, 
too, as Fofana missed most of the season 
with injury and Evans only played 39% 
of the minutes. Pereira, meanwhile, once 
again only played 29% of the minutes be-
cause of injury issues.

This meant that players like  Luke 
Thomas,  Kiernan Dewsbury-Hall, 
and Daniel Amartey -- significant down-
grades from the 2019-20 core -- all fea-
tured in at least half of the minutes last 
season. It added up to an eighth-place 
finish and a plus-3 goal differential, but 
it was even worse than that. Their xG 
differential was minus-18.6 (minus-0.48 
per game), only the 14th-best mark in the 
league.

*Why it could get even worse
At this point in the season, Leicester 

are the only team in the league without 
a win and the only team with fewer than 
four points. It hasn’t been quite that bad 
-- they have a minus-8 goal differential 
from a minus-4.6 xG differential -- but 
those underlying numbers are still the 
fourth-worst in the league. Given the 
random nature of this sport, the fourth-
worst team in the league gets relegated 
all the time, especially when they start 
with only one point from the first six 
matches.

FiveThirtyEight’s  projection system 
gives  Leicester a 26% chance of being 
relegated -- fourth-highest in the league 
-- while the Caesars Sportsbook gives 
them the third-shortest relegation odds 
after  Bournemouth  and  Nottingham 
Forest.

The scary part is that most of the stal-
warts from the past few seasons have 
been  on the field  this year. Evans has 
played every single minute, while Ndidi, 
Tielemans, Maddison and Vardy have 
each started five of the six games. (Sadly, 
Pereira tore an Achilles in the preseason; 
the guy just can’t catch a break.) Howev-
er, after the $88.4m departure of Fofana 
to Chelsea, an injury to Soyuncu and 
the late arrival of $18.70m signing Wout 
Faes from Stade Reims, Ndidi has played 
multiple games as a centre-back, again.

On the other end, Vardy has been on 
the field, but he’s barely done anything. 
He has attempted just five total shots 
across his six appearances. Put another 
way: 106 different Premier League play-
ers have attempted more shots than 
Vardy this season.

Of course, Vardy turns 36 later this 
year, but, well, the team currently in last 
place in the Premier League is relying on 
a guy who turns 36 later this year to re-
discover his form. Meanwhile, the club’s 
other holdover from the title-winning 
team’s starting XI, Kasper Schmeichel, 
left for  Nice  this past summer. His re-
placement,  Danny Ward, is a 30-year-
old with no prior experience as a first-
division starter.

Through six matches, Ward has con-
ceded 2.5 goals more than expected: 
the second-biggest discrepancy in the 
league.

Make a bunch of consistent, minor 
degradations across the squad -- due to 
age, injuries, missing on transfers or all 
of the above -- combine that with a com-
plete lack of production at both goal-
mouths, and that’s how you go from the 
brink of the Champions League to the 
brink of the English Championship.

Brendan Rogers

CHICAGO

R. Kelly parlayed his fame as an R&B su-
perstar to sexually abuse minors and re-
cord that abuse on video, a prosecutor told 
jurors Monday at the singer’s federal trial 
on charges of child pornography and of rig-
ging his 2008 state child pornography trial.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Elizabeth Pozolo 
several times raised her voice and singled 
out Kelly, describing him as a secret sexual 
predator in closing arguments in Kelly’s 
hometown of Chicago, where he rose from 
poverty.

“Robert Kelly abused many girls over 
many years,” she said, referring to the 
55-year-old Grammy winner’s full first 
name. “He committed horrible crimes 
against children. … All these years later, the 
hidden side of Robert Kelly has come out.”

Jurors are expected to began deliberat-
ing Tuesday after Kelly’s lead attorney, Jen-
nifer Bonjean, makes her closing argument 
and prosecutors give a short rebuttal.

Bonjean twice called for a mistrial Mon-
day, complaining that closing arguments by 
attorneys for Kelly co-defendants Derrell 
McDavid and Milton Brown were grounded 
in the presumption that “the world now 
knows Mr. Kelly is a sex predator.”

“The presumption of innocence has been 
abolished for him,” Bonjean said about 
Kelly, meaning he was unable to get a fair 
trial. Judge Harry Leinenweber denied the 
requests. 

Known for his smash hit “I Believe I Can 
Fly” and for sex-infused songs such as 
“Bump n’ Grind,” Kelly sold millions of al-
bums even after allegations of sexual mis-
conduct began circulating in the 1990s and 
after his 2008 Illinois trial, at which he was 
acquitted. Widespread outrage emerged 
after the #MeToo reckoning and the 2019 
docuseries “Surviving R. Kelly.”

Kelly and McDavid, Kelly’s former busi-
ness manager, are charged with fixing the 
2008 trial. Both face child pornography 
charges. Brown, a former Kelly associate, 
is accused of receiving child pornography.

Kelly already was sentenced to 30 years 
in prison after a separate federal trial in 
New York  in June. Convictions on just a 
few of the 13 counts Kelly faces at his cur-
rent trial could add years to that.

Pozolo, the prosecutor, focused much of 
her closing argument Monday on a Kelly 
accuser who went by “Jane” and who was 
considered the government’s star witness. 
She testified that Kelly sexually abused her 
hundreds of times starting when she was 
14.

“He took advantage of Jane’s youth,” 
Pozolo said about Kelly. “He repeatedly 

abused her. He performed degrading acts 
upon her for his own sick pleasure.”

Pozolo reminded jurors of graphic video 
footage they watched earlier at the trial, re-
cordings that Jane testified depicted Kelly, 
at around age 30, abusing her when she was 
14. Among the videos jurors saw was one at 
the heart Kelly’s 2008  trial. Jurors at that 
trial said later they had no choice but to ac-
quit Kelly because Jane didn’t testify then.

“That abuse is forever memorialized,” 
Pozolo told jurors. “Who does that? Who 
uses a 14-year-old child to film a video like 
this? This man. Robert Kelly.”

Before Kelly’s 2008 trial, Pozolo said, Kel-
ly and his associates scrambled to recover 
multiple sex videos that had gone missing 
from a collection he often carried around 
in a large gym bag.

By doing so, she said, Kelly associates 
sought “to cover up the fact that ... R. Kelly, 
the R&B superstar, is actually a sexual pred-
ator.”

Pozolo said the fact that Jane and three 
other Kelly accusers had so much to lose 
by testifying should give jurors confidence 
they told the truth on the stand.

“They opened up old wounds to tell you 
what happened to them and who did it to 
them,” she said.

In his closing, an attorney for McDavid 
said prosecutors had to show that his cli-
ent actually knew about any abuse of Jane 
by Kelly in the 2000s — not just that it was 
likely he knew.

“Did they prove he knew ... behind a 
reasonable doubt?” Beau Brindley asked. 
“They did not.”

Earlier Monday, Pozolo balked at the idea 
that McDavid had no inkling in the 2000s 
that the abuse allegations might be credi-
ble after helping to recover missing record-
ings and handing bags of cash to people 
who returned videos McDavid knew could 
destroy Kelly.

“Really? Does that make any sense?” she 
said. “It doesn’t make sense.”

Also Monday, the judge replaced one ju-
ror with an alternate after the panelist re-
ported having a panic attack while listening 
to closing arguments.

McDavid was the only defendant who 
testified during the trial that started Aug. 
15. Combined, lawyers for the three co-
defendants called several witnesses over 
four days, with McDavid on the stand for 
three. The witnesses mostly gave testimo-
ny favorable to all three defendants. But 
McDavid may have hurt Kelly’s defense 
by ultimately questioned Kelly’s believabil-
ity,  saying that listening to Kelly accusers 
testify at the current had altered his views 
of the singer.

Prosecutor: R. Kelly ‘degraded’ 
girl for his ‘sick pleasure’



By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

TANZANIA’s senior national football team ‘Taifa Stars’ head coach 
Honour Janza announced on Monday his 23-man squad for two inter-
national friendlies against Libya.

The squad has both local and foreign-based players that will enter 
the residential training camp on Saturday.

Abdi Banda, Carlos Protas, Himid Mao, David Uromi, Simon Msuva, 
Ibrahim Joshua, Mbwana Samatta, and Said Khamis are the foreign-
based players in the squad.

Egypt-based midfielder Mao is already in Dar es Salaam, while the 
rest of the foreign-based players will start reporting to camp this 
weekend in preparation for both matches.

Speaking during the squad unveiling at Tanzania Football Federa-
tion headquarters in the city, Janza said he is adapting to the open 
door policy of giving chances to performing players as he seeks to 
widen his selection pool.

The Zambian tactician revealed: “I have called players I have seen 
during my time last season, this season, and even before I came here.”

Janza noted: “I have seen this player before, I should mention that 
as we take off, this technical bench would open the door to new and 
old players, our focus is that every performing player is very much 
welcomed to serve the nation of Tanzania.”

“The doors are very wide open for players that are currently per-
forming well, for us, it is an open door policy. We continue to identify 
players that are potentially performing, so we have not closed any 
door.”

The gaffer noted: “We are still searching, I was talking to the techni-
cal director that we should also try to search internationally, I am sure 
that there are some players who are in Europe that you know, it is up 
to every one of us to identify and we shall make follow up, we have 
opened the doors for all players and we shall listen.”

NBC Premier League players Bakari Mwamnyeto, Shomari Ka-
pombe, John Bocco, Farid Mussa, Dennis Kibu, Reliants Lusajo, and Jo-
nas Mkude are among the notable omissions from the national team.

Full squad:
Goalkeepers: Aishi Manula (Simba SC), Beno Kakolanya (Simba SC), 

and Said Kipao (Kagera Sugar)
Defenders: Kibwana Shomari (Yanga), Datius Peter (Kagera Sugar), 

David Luhende (Kagera Sugar), Abdulmalick Adam (Namungo FC), 
Abdi Banda (Chippa United, South Africa), Carlos Protas (Tusker FC, 
Kenya), Oscar Masai (Geita Gold FC), Dickson Job (Yanga), and Abdal-
lah Mfuko (Kagera Sugar)

Midfielders: Himid Mao (Ghazl El-Mahalla, Egypt), Sospeter Ba-
jana (Azam FC), Mzamiru Yassin (Simba SC), Feisal Salum (Yanga), Da-
vid Uromi (Moroka Swallows, South Africa), and Mohamed Issa Banka 
(Namungo FC)

Forwards: Mbwana Samatta (KRC Genk, Belgium), Simon Msuva 
(Al Qadsiah FC, Saudi Arabia), Ibrahim Joshua (Tusker FC, Kenya), 
Said Khamis (Hatta Club, UAE), and Habib Kyombo (Simba SC)

Leicester City’s collapse: How the Foxes 
went from top four to being relegation 
candidates

MPs commend Majaliwa for backing 
Majaliwa Stadium construction   

Famous players dropped from Taifa 
Stars’ squad for Libya friendlies

I&M Aurobindo 
AKSC sails 
through to 2022 
Petrofuel DC 
Caravans T20 
tourney final  

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

MEMBERS of Parliament have 
commended Prime Minister Kas-
sim Majaliwa for spearheading the 
construction of Majaliwa Stadium in 
Ruangwa District, Lindi.

They are of the view that the 
move will help to promote sports in 
the region and beyond, calling for 
other stakeholders to follow suit.

The lawmakers made the remarks 
in the parliament in Dodoma yes-
terday during the question and 
answers session, directing their re-
marks on questions to the Ministry 
of Culture, Arts, and Sports.

In her supplementary question to 
the ministry’s Deputy Minister Pau-
line Gekul, Mchinga Constituency’s 
MP Salma Kikwete (CCM) wanted 
to know what the government was 
doing to improve stadiums in the 
country.

“We thank the Prime Minister for 
the modern stadium in Ruangwa 
that will support the development 
of sports in the region and entire na-
tion,” Salma said, questioning other 
such efforts from the government.

Similar sentiments were also 
echoed by MP Suleiman Haroub Su-
leiman (CCM) who argued that most 
playgrounds in the country are in 
pathetic condition and a lot should 
be done in support of individual 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa (C), and National Bank of Commerce (NBC) Managing Director Theobald Sabi (4th R), cut a ribbon to launch 
renovated Majaliwa Stadium in Lindi last weekend. Looking on are other government officials and legislators. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TAN-
ZANIA FOOTBALL FEDERATION 
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contributions like the one made by the 
Prime Minister.

He also wanted to know what the gov-
ernment was doing as far as ensuring that 
sports equipment is imported at afford-
able prices after the reduction of taxes.

In response, the Deputy Minister also 
stated that the government appreciates 
efforts made by Majaliwa and would like 
other stakeholders to follow the trend.

“The government also appreciates the 
good gesture by the Prime Minister which 
is a great milestone in promoting sports in 
the country,” she said.

She said the government has allocated 
10bn/- for the renovation of football are-
nas countrywide to enable Tanzania to 
meet the criteria for staging global and 
continental level competitions.

The benefiting stadiums, she said, are 
Jamhuri in Dodoma, Sheikh Amri Abeid in 
Arusha, Sokoine in Mbeya, CCM Kirumba 
in Mwanza, Mkwakwani in Tanga, as well 
as Uhuru and Benjamin Mkapa arenas in 
Dar es Salaam.

Prime Minister Majaliwa last week offi-
cially opened Majaliwa Stadium in Ruang-
wa and it is now ready to host the 2022/23 
Premier League matches after meeting the 
criteria set by the Tanzania Football Fed-
eration (TFF).

During the launch over the weekend, the 
Prime Minister commended the residents 
of Ruangwa District for their full participa-
tion whereby each resident contributed 
20/- for a kilo of every crop to enable the 
reconstruction of the arena.

The stadium is located in Nachingwea 
Ward and is used by Namungo FC for the 
outfit’s home matches.

“The government set aside the budget 
for the reconstruction of the stadium due 
to the recommendations by TFF and peo-
ple also participated by providing 20/- for 
every kilo of cash crop sold,” he said.

The Prime Minister noted that given that 
Namungo FC is a popular side, this made 
the residents and the government come 
up with the idea of re-constructing the 
stadium that will help the team to achieve 
success.

Despite being launched, TFF Informa-
tion Officer Clifford Ndimbo said the feder-
ation’s Licensing Committee must review 
it and be satisfied with the reconstruction 
and, after that, it will return to the fed-
eration for it to allow the stadium to host 
games.

“The Licensing Committee is the one re-
sponsible for checking the stadium if it has 
met standards, then it will return to us and 
give the feedback if the stadium meets the 
standards,” he said.

Recently, TFF unveiled new season regu-
lations with some amendments demand-
ing several venues to have renovation.

Ndimbo added that after the completion 
of construction of a stadium, it takes 14 
days for the players to use the facility.

Lindi Regional Football Association’s 
secretary-general Juma Nandonde said 
that they are waiting for the Licensing 
Committee and TFF to cross-check and see 
if the stadium is qualified for it to be used.

I&M Aurobin-
do Aga Khan 
SC’s cricketer 
Vinu Kumar 
(R) gets the 
Player of the 
Match’s prize 
from an of-
ficial once the 
side came 
up against 
Alliance 
Caravans 
in a 2022 
Petrofuel Dar 
es Salaam 
Cricket (DC) 
Caravans 
T20 Cup 
tournament’s 
semi-final 
tie which 
took place in 
the city last 
weekend. 
PHOTO: 
COUR-
TESY OF 
CARAVANS 
CRICKET 
CLUB

By Guardian Reporter

VINU Kumar and Riziki Kiseto 
put on scintillating batting displays 
as I&M Aurobindo Aga Khan SC 
booked a place in the 2022 Petrofuel 
Dar es Salaam Cricket (DC) Caravans 
T20 Cup tournament’s final after 
commanding 28-run drubbing of Al-
liance Caravans in the last four’s tie 
on Sunday. 

The clash, also known as ‘Qualifier 
1’, had two of the best local cricket 
sides out to keep on staying within 
reach of this year’s showdown silver-
ware after enjoying an impressive 
run in the round-robin stage.

Resolute batting had I&M Au-
robindo Aga Khan SC recording 
168/5 in 20 overs after having se-
cured a chance to bat first in the 
clash, which took place at Leaders 
Club.

Veteran performer Vishal Patel, 
deployed as one of the openers, 
got hold of his aggressiveness at the 
crease and saw to it the club gets off 
to a good start, recording a 45-ball 
39 consisting of four fours and a six. 

Fellow opener Abhik Patwa did 
not stay long but still managed to re-
turn with 14 runs that included three 
boundaries.

Significant improvement was on 
show when top order cricketers Ku-
mar and, later on, Kiseto took the 
crease as Kumar posted 37 runs, Ki-
seto notched 37 runs not out.

The duo’s displays ultimately had 
I&M Aurobindo Aga Khan SC ending 
the outfit’s turn with the bat with an 
impressive triple-digit score.

Another notable contribution 
came from youthful cricketer Dhru-
mit Mehta, winding up the innings 
with 13 runs not out.

Kassim Nassoro had an impres-
sive figure when Alliance Caravans 
fielded, as the veteran cricketer took 
three wickets, giving away 33 runs in 
four overs.

Fellow bowlers Jitin Pratap Singh 
and Adersh Dileep chipped in with 
one wicket apiece, leaking 25 runs 
and 23 runs respectively.

Despite getting down to a success-
ful chase being within Alliance Cara-
vans’ reach, thanks to the presence 
of well-drilled batsmen in the side, 
the club struggled to post runs and 
eventually failed to reach the target.

Alliance Caravans, also the show-
piece’s hosts, ended the innings hav-
ing recorded 140/8 in 20 overs.

Their attempt to impose them-
selves in the tie experienced a set-
back early on as key performers, 
Dileep and Nandakishan Pottachira, 
had a brief stay, failing to offer a 
meaningful contribution.

Dileep was six runs short of a two-
digit figure, whereas fellow opener 
Pottachira was sent back with no 
run to his name.

Meaningful contributions ulti-
mately came from Amal Rajeevan, 
Nassoro, and Singh. Rajeevan top 
scored for the losing team, record-
ing 53 runs consisting of two bound-
aries and three sixes.

Singh ended with 28 runs, where-
as Nassoro notched 13 runs to make 
their experience count, although 
they hardly helped their club reach 
the target.

Much as Alliance Caravans lost the 
clash, the side has a reprieve given 
the squad will take on the winners 
of another knockout clash, dubbed 
‘Eliminator’, bringing together No-
vum Strikers and DTB Gymkhana. 

The ‘Eliminator’ participants had 
been expected to take on each other 
at Leaders Club the same weekend.

Petrofuel Limited is the title spon-
sor of the tournament, while co-
sponsors of the showdown include 
Alliance Insurance, Colourflex, and 
Pepsi. Other sponsors are Aruti, Pi-
gabet, Black and Decker, Harab Mo-
tors, All Season Hotels, Novum Ener-
gy, Diamond Trust Bank, I&M Bank, 
Aurobindo Pharmacy, Azania Bank, 
and Horizon Teleports.

Jiuzhou, Flashnet, Ashton Media, 
Rotana, Aura Suites, Bank of India, 
Datamanics, Samaki Samaki, A One 
Bottlers, Africarriers, and G1 Secu-
rity complete the showdown spon-
sors’ list.

The Petrofuel DC Caravans T20 
Cup tournament, which has partici-
pating outfits locking horns in 20-
over formatted duels, brings togeth-
er the country’s best cricket teams.
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