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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi presents a certificate of appreciation to IPP Media relationship manager Nancy Mwanyika in Zanzibar at the weekend. 
This was at the conclusion of a short race and a voluntary walk held as part of a campaign dubbed ‘Uzazi ni Maisha’. It was also in recognition of IPP Media’s 
contribution to public health education through ITV, Radio One and East Africa TV/Radio programmes. Looking on (C) is AMREF’s Health Africa country director 
in Tanzania, Dr Florence Temu. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Mkuranga 
to host float 
glass factory
 By Guardian Correspondent, Iringa

 By Guardian Reporter
CHINESE investor Jack Feng 
is readying the country’s first 
float glass manufacturing plant 
in Coast Region, the Tanzania 
Investment Centre (TIC) said in a 
statement at the weekend. 
The project is at initial stages, 
located at Mkiu village in 
Mkuranga District, it stated. 
Chroniclers say float glass is a 
sheet of glass made by floating 
molten glass on a bed of 
molten metal like tin, but lead 
and other low melting point 
alloys were used in the past. 
“This method gives the sheet 
uniform thickness and very flat 
surfaces,” a chronicler explains.
Feng introduced the project 
to an investment gathering in 
Dar es Salaam, affirming that 
it will be the first float glass 
manufacturing plant factory in 
East and Central Africa.
The investor projects creating 
upwards of 1655 direct jobs 
when operations begin, and 
more than 6,000 indirect jobs 
to local residents and other 
industries or services.
Acting TIC executive director 
John Mnali said the project 
is estimated to invest more 
than $311m (over 700bn/-) in 
foreign direct investment.
The project is expected to 
stimulate other sectors as 
more than 80 per cent of raw 
materials would be locally 
sourced, he said, noting that up 
to 80 per cent of the products 
will be exported.
Countries in the region are 
expected to be among leading 
markets for the new factory, 
while reducing Tanzania’s 
import bill on glass products, 
with potential for discernible 
contribution to GDP growth via 
greater industrialization and 
creating a market for suppliers, 
etc.
Glass technology transfer and 
acquisition of new skills by local 
people are its other benefits, 
the TIC CEO asserted, pointing 
at stimulation of the mining 
industry and the service sector.
More than 300,000 tonnes 
of local raw materials will 
be sourced locally, including 
sand, feldspar, dolomite and 
limestone, he added.  
Photo on Page 2

TICAD 8: Japan sets up 
$30bn fund for Africa

Census on last day, 86.4 pc registered
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BUSINESS Airtel, Halotel reduce per 
minute non-bundle tariffs

 By Francis Kajubi

AIRTEL and Halotel have 
reduced per minute 
charges for making direct 
calls without subscribing to 

a bundle.
Quarterly communication statistics 

by the Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) for the 
quarter ending June 2022 shows 
that the two mobile companies have 
reduced tariffs for calls made to East 
African region and other international 
destinations.

Statistics shows that Airtel reduced its 
Pay As You Go also known as Standard 
tariff to 750/- per minute to calls to East 
African region for the quarter ending 
June this year from 1,035/- in June 2021.

Airtel had also during the period 
under review reduced its non-bundle 

subscription charges for calls made 
to other international destinations to 
1,520/- as of June this year from 2,098/-
in June last year.

Halotel reduced its East African voice 
tariff per minute to 875/- in June this 
year from 1,208/-in June last year.

On international voice tariffs, Halotel 
reduced its per minute charges to 
1,565/- as of June this year from 2,161/- 
respectively.

Vodacom Tanzania Plc the leading 
carrier in mobile commutations 
had during the period under review 
reduced its East Africa voice tariff per 
minute to 1,119/- as of June this year 
from last year’s 1,545/-.

On international voice tariff, 
Vodacom reduced it’s per minute 
charges to 1,998/- as of June this year 
from 2,758/- that subscribers paid as of 
June 2021.

Vodacom leads the operator’s 
subscription market share as of June 
this year by 31 percent with 17.19 million 
subscribers.

Smile, which holds nothing on 
operators’ market share ranking with 
only 13,672 subscribers countrywide, 
reduced its voice tariff to the East 
African region to 1,314/- as of June 2022. 
Smile subscribers had as of June 2021 
paid 1,537/- per minute to make calls to 
the EAC bloc.

However, Smile subscribers had paid 
1,490/- per minute to make calls to the 
international level. Smile subscribers 
had paid 1,743/- per minute to make 
calls to the international level as of June 
2021.

On the contrary, state owned 
carrier Tanzania Telecommunications 
Company Limited (TTCL) and Tigo 
held on same per minute charges 

during the period under review.
TTCL had charged its subscribers 

1,829/- per minute to make calls to 
the East African region as of June 
2022 the same amount it charged the 
corresponding quarter ended June 
2021. 

TTCL has also maintained its 
charges to international calls at 2,871/- 
subscribers paid as of June 2022. The 
same amount was paid as of June 2021.

Tigo subscribers had paid 1,020/- per 
minute to make calls to the East African 
countries as of June 2022 the same 
amount they paid the quarter ending 
June 2021.

On the other hand, Tigo subscribers 
paid 1,887/- per minute to make calls to 
the international level as of June 2022 
the same amount they paid the quarter 
ended June 2021.

DSE Plc share price gain pushes up 
local shares index by close of week 

  By Guardian Reporter

Zanzibar residents will on Tuesday 
witness the official opening of Pavilion 
commercial centre located at Fumba 
town.

The first commercial centre in the 
modern town of Fumba will be open to 
accommodate all types of businesses.

Speaking ahead of opening, Chief 
Executive Officer of CPS Sebastian 
Dietzold, said, “The Pavilion will be 
the first commercial centre for the 
fast-growing community in Fumba 
Town, providing diverse services such 
as retail, offices, food and beverage, 
medical and sports facilities.” 

CPS is a real estate development 
company providing professional, 
reliable and extensive real estate 
services for property owners in 
Zanzibar and Tanzania.

He said the commercial centre is 
open to godowns to office spaces, 
supermarket to car wash and 
hospitality services.

“CPS develops vibrant urban 
communities that add value for its 
investors in and outside Africa. The 
newly opened commercial centre 
is built to support its residents and 
community living around Fumba by 

providing high-quality services,” he 
said.

Fumba Town is situated in the 
urban west part of Unguja also known 
as Zanzibar Island, 15 km south of the 
Abeid Amani Karume International 
Airport and 20 minutes’ drive to the 
well-known World Heritage site - Stone 
Town.

Mr Dietzold continued to say that 
the company has already completed 
hundreds of modern residential and 
commercial units and welcomes 
investors from around the globe to this 
stunning island full of opportunities.

The design of Fumba Town as a 
supporting town for Zanzibar town is 
catering for the fast-growing demand 
for homes due to the strong growth of 
population and economy in Zanzibar.

The project’s location just south of 
the International Airport of Zanzibar 
on a plot of 600,000 m2 with a 1,5 
km seafront, makes it a unique and 
excellently accessible site for a new 
town in Zanzibar.

The first sustainable, equitable hous-
ing development in East Africa, Fumba 
town has been praised for its innovative 
approach to developing efficient, acces-
sible buildings for the African residen-
tial market.

New commercial centre 
set for opening in Z’bar

 By Guardian Reporter

The Tanzania Share Index (TSI) 
closed in a positive note last week 
after appreciating by 1.62 points to 
3,890.90 points on Friday last week, 
from 3889.28 points on Thursday’s 
close, following an increase of DSE Plc 
share price.

The market report shows the DSE 
Plc share price gained by 9 percent 
to 2,180/- on Friday close from closing 
price of 2,000 on Thursday, pushing 
its market capitalization to 51.94bn/- 
from 47.65bn/- respectively.

However, the overall share index 
(DSEI) closed the week on low note 
after depreciating by 7.20 points to 
1,894 points from 1902.09 points 
respectively.

The slowdown of the DSEI was due 
to decrease of share prices among 
cross listed companies including East 
African Breweries Limited (EABL), 
the third largest listing and Jubilee 
Holdings Limited ( JHL).

The market report shows EABL 
share price went down by 2.70 
percent, closing at 2,880/- on Friday 
from 2,960/- respectively, slowing 
down its market capitalisation to 
2,277.43bn/- from 2,340.69bn/- 
respectively.

Jubilee Holdings Limited ( JHL) 
share price went down by 0.80 
percent to 4,960/- from 5,000/- 
respectively, pushing its market 
capitalization down to 359.47bn/- 
from 362.36bn/- respectively.

The decrease of two cross listed 
companies market capitalization 
also decreased the DSE total market 
capitalisation to 15,792.14bn/- on 
Friday from 15,852.13bn/- recorded on 

Swissport transacted the largest value amounting to 990mn/- after transacting 550,040 shares traded in seven deals at a price of 
1,880/- per share. PHOTO/FILE

SBL now launches drink-
driving e-learning module

 By Guardian Correspondent

Serengeti Breweries Limited 
(SBL) has launched a new drink-
driving e-learning module dubbed 
“Wrong Side of the Road” aims at 
promoting promote positive drinking 
and propagating the message of 
moderation.

The module has been designed to 
change attitudes toward drink-driving 
for better road safety and allows users 
to have interactive and impactful 
conversations with drivers suffering 
the consequences of the wrong choice 
to drink and drive.

Commenting on the new module, 
SBL corporate relations director John 
Wanyancha said the brewer remains 
committed in its drive towards 
ensuring responsible consumption of 
alcohol.

Henceforth, it will push the 
campaign against drinking and driving 
far and wide to ensure more people are 
aware of the dangers of driving while 
impaired by alcohol.

“This module promotes changes 
in attitudes towards drunk driving. 
The module is designed to reduce 
the number of people who believe 
drunk driving is socially acceptable 
and would consider driving impaired. 

It also increases knowledge and 
understanding of the dangers of drunk 
driving, and the effects alcohol has on 
the body,” he said.

The module involves a short, 
authentic, and immersive experience 
that allows the public to have an 
interactive conversation with a natural 
drink driver including real people, real 
stories and real consequences.

The experience is also designed to 
help people understand the effects of 
alcohol and the shame and stigma that 
come with driving while drunk. After 
all, a bad decision could mean you are 
on the wrong side of the road.

“We are excited to launch this 
important campaign that spreads the 
message against drinking and driving 
across the country and also changes 
perceptions of people that it is socially 
acceptable to drink a little and drive. 
We want to continue to echo the 
message that drinking and driving are 
dangerous, not just for consumers but 
also for other innocent road users,” he 
said.

SBL is the second largest beer 
company in Tanzania, with its beer 
brands accounting for over 20 percent 
of the market by volume with three 
operating plants in Dar es Salaam, 
Mwanza and Moshi.

Thursday.
During the closing day of the week, 

the DSE report shows a total turnover 
of 1.9bn/- recorded from transaction of 
902,774 shares traded in 51 deals.

Swissport transacted the largest value 
amounted 990mn/- after transacting 
550,040 shares traded in seven deals at 

a price of 1,880/- per share.
The second top mover was NMB 

counter, which transacted shares 
valued 927.45mn/- after transacting 
331,081 shares transacted in 12 deals at 
a price of 2,940/-.

Third top mover was Tanga 
Cement Company Limited (TCCL) 

after transacting 5,100 shares valued 
8.25mn/- in two deals at a price ranging 
from 1,520/- and 1,620/- per share.

Other top movers were NICO, which 
transacted shares valued 3.02mn/-, 
DSE Plc (2.62mn/-), CRDB Bank Plc 
(2.659mn/-) and Tanzania Portland 
Cement Company Limited (1.67mn/-).

Fumba  town villas at  Fumba-Uwandani. PHOTO/FILE

Page 13

National Pg 6
Monkeys run riot as drought bites
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Dr Mwinyi on Zanzibar graft war
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 By Guardian Reporters

ENUMERATORS in the Popula-
tion and Housing Census (PHC) 
have already covered 86.4 per-

cent of the people as the exercise breaks 
into its seventh and last day.

Seif Kuchengo, the top census coordi-
nator, said yesterday in Dodoma that no 
one who was in Tanzania on August 23 
will be left unaccounted for by the time 
the census exercise elapses on Monday 
night.

The coordinating bureau had dis-
patched clerks to unattended areas after 
they completed their tasks in areas they 
were first assigned energize the exercise 
in its last lap, he said.

A phone number had similarly been 
circulated to local government offi-
cials to enable those who haven’t been 
reached by enumerators to call the coor-
dinating office, he said.

Those who call and inform that they 
haven’t been reached will be reached 
and counted before the exercise is 
closed, he specified, recalling that this 
year’s census is projected to reach 61.3m 
total population but  the figure could be 
surpassed by some other projections.

There are plans for an additional cen-
sus on housing upon completion of the 
population census, which coordinators 
said will not have many questions. “We 

only need information about the build-
ings,” the senior National Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS) official noted.

Dr Albina Chuwa, the chief statistician, 
had earlier cautioned census enumera-

Japan will provide 4bn/- to public 
and private institutions in Africa se-
lected to participate in implementing 
the plan, he elaborated, affirming that 
Japan aims to boost investments 

 By Guardian Reporter     

THE government of Japan has 
pledged to provide $30bn to enable 
African countries to implement key 
development projects tied to envi-
ronmental conservation.

Prime Minister Fumio Kishida 
made this declaration in a keynote 

speech delivered to the ongoing 8th 
Tokyo International Conference on 
African Development  (TICAD8) in 
the Tunisian capital.

Speaking via video conference 
at the ‘palais des congres’ in Tu-
nis, he said the pledged sum will 
be provided in three years to boost 
environmental conservation, youth 

investment, health, education and 
industries.

“Even though I am not together 
with you at the conference, still my 
intention in developing the Afri-
can continent is intact, it has not 
changed,” he declared, highlighting 
Japan’s Green Growth Initiative with 
Africa initiative. Turn to page2

It is a violation of 
the law for any 
clerk to take photos 
when enumerating 
people in his or her 
assigned area, so 
those who violate 
this rule will face 
the consequences 

‘Tanzania economy set to 
expand by 15trn/- in 2022’
 By Mnaku Mbani

TANZANIA is expected to 
expand its economy by nearly 
15trn/- in 2022, to 177.1trn/- 
($74bn) at current market 
prices, from 161.5trn/- ($69bn) 
recorded last year, a European 
think tank has suggested.
FocusEconomics, a Spanish 
provider of economic consen-
sus forecasts for 132 countries 
in Asia, Africa, Europe and the 
Americas based in the Cataloni-
an provincial capital of Barce-
lona, said the Tanzanian econ-
omy will predictably expand 

National Pg 5
Mining sector yields 625bn/-  

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has a virtual audience with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida from Tunis on 
Saturday on cooperation between Tanzania and Japan. He has been in the Tunisian capital representing President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan at the two-day (Aug 27 - 28) Eighth Tokyo International Conference on African Development 
(TICAD-8), as usual co-hosted by the UN, UNDP, the World Bank and the African Union Commission. Photo: PMO Turn to page2

to 200trn/- ($81bn) next year, 
scaling to 222.2trn/- ($87.6bn) in 
2024.
Nominal GDP annual variation 
(without inflation adjustment) of 
13.0 percent and 11.1 percent 
respectively was projected in the 
consensus report, forecasting real 
GDP annual growth of 4.9percent 
in 2021, 5.3 percent in 2022 and 
5.6 percent in 2023. 
Marta Casanovas, the FocusEco-
nomics Tanzania lead economist, 
said in a report unveiled to this
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tors who take photos or videos at work and post 
the same on social media that they were violating 
the code of conduct of their engagement and face  
hefty fines of up to 2m/- or six months in jail, or 
both.

She issued the caution on Saturday at an inspec-
tion visit in Tosamaganga area, Iringa Region.

The visibly enraged census coordinator said 
that some census clerks were taking still pictures 
or video recordings during interviews between 
them and household members, posting the same 
on social media. This is a criminal offense meriting 
severe punishment, she said.

It is a violation of the law for any clerk to take 
photos when enumerating people in his or her as-
signed area, so those who violate this rule will face 
the consequences, she stated.

 Information provided by those being counted 
is confidential, so it should not be recorded in pri-
vate channels or the persons be photographed, 
she elaborated, noting that her office had already 
started taking action against clerks committing 
this offence, via legal and disciplinary provisions.

She expressed satisfaction with census progress 
in the region, saying it was being done efficiently as 
up to that moment 80 percent of residents in the 
region had been counted.
The census involves collecting household infor-
mation on inhabitants, their properties and what 
they do for a living, feeding them into statistical 
analysis tools, evaluating the findings, publishing 
them and distributing the data in demographic, 
economic and social parameters for administra-
tors to rebase their knowledge of popula-
tion, habitats and living conditions in 
particular areas.
Enumeration profiles people by age and 
sex, where they live and their education 
status, employment, familial ties and fam-
ily members who may have died in the 
recent past.

The data generated enables planners to align 
the real needs of communities, including special 
groups like those with disabilities, women, chil-
dren, young people and the elderly.

Census on 
its last day 
as 86.4 pc 
registered

Aron Kisaka, Director of Transport Services in the Works and Transport ministry, opens the four-day (Aug 25 to 28) 12th meeting of the International Federation of Air Traffic Safety Electronics 
Associations (IFATSEA) held in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

paper yesterday that GDP growth is set to ac-
celerate to one of the strongest rates in the region 
this year.

The economy has been growing at an average 
rate of 10trn/- per year since 2017 to 2021, with 
another large expansion of the economy pro-
jected in 2025 by 22trn/- to 244.3trn/-, from 2024 
figures, she said.

“The government’s business-friendly stance is 
driving foreign investments, which will lead to 
large infrastructure projects, bolstering employ-
ment and spending,” the researcher affirmed.

The recently approved International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) loan will provide support for growth 
of the economy, which accounts for 4.4 percent 
of total sub-Saharan Africa economy, the eighth 
largest after Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya, Ethio-
pia, Ghana, Angola and Cote d’Ivoire.

 Extreme weather events and debt stocks are 
key factors to watch, the panel at FocusEconom-
ics noted, forecasting real GDP to expand 5.3 
percent in 2022, which is unchanged from last 
month’s forecast, and 5.6 percent in 2023.

“The nearly 25percent minimum wage in-
crease and fuel subsidy unveiled in May, rela-
tively contained inflationary pressures, and an 
accommodative monetary policy stance should 
have supported spending in Q2 and into Q3,” she 
explained.

The quarterly economic bulletin for June, 
published by Bank of Tanzania (BoT) yesterday 
shows pronounced spillover effects of high global 
commodity prices, tight financial conditions and 
monetary policy by central banks in advanced 
economies.

“These global challenges arose from disrup-
tions of global supply chain following the out-
break of war in Ukraine in February 2022,” it said.

As a result, there was an increase in the general 
price level in the quarter ending June, pushing 
inflation to 4.5 percent in July, it said.

Nonetheless, inflation remained within the tar-
get of 3-5 percent for 2021/22 and consistent with 
EAC and SADC convergence criteria of a maxi-
mum of 8/0 percent and 3-7 percent, respectively, 
the report underlined.

During the second quarter of this year, mon-
etary policy implementation was faced with the 
challenge of rising inflation and the need to sup-
port credit expansion to the private sector by 
banks for growth of the economy, it said.

In order to tame demand-based inflationary 
pressures without undermining growth pros-
pects, liquidity expansion to banks was reduced 
as directed by the Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC), it added.

‘Tanzania economy 
seen expanding by 
15trillion/- in 2022’
FROM PAGE 1

elevating the youth. In this 
phase Japanese agencies will fo-
cus on enabling youths to set up 
income generating units.
Through the African Develop-
ment Bank (AfDB), Japan 
will disburse $5bn in new 
loans and $1bn loans for 

alleviating the burden of 
repayable loans by African 
states.
He told the conference that 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
had provided a lesson on 
the need for preparations 
against disease eruptions, 
thus Japan will contribute 

$1.08bn for Africa’s fight 
against HIV/Aids, tubercu-
losis (TB) and malaria, while 
boosting health systems.
In the next three years 
Japan will empower over 
300,000 people in Africa’s 
industrial, health, education, 
farming, legal and adminis-

trative sectors, the premier 
underlined.
In collaboration with 
AfDB, Japan shall similarly 
provide $300m to assist 
African countries to attain 
food security, empowering 
200,000 agro-sector entre-
preneurs, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

TICAD 8: Japan sets up $30bn fund for Africa

Tanzania Investment Centre acting executive director John Mnali (L) with Chinese investor Jack Feng in Dar es Salaam at the weekend 
shortly after they had talks on interest by the latter’s firm in establishing a float glass manufacturing factory in Tanzania – the first in 
the East and central Africa region. Photo courtesy of TIC

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Tanga

TANZANIA sisal board 
says it is willing to work to-
gether with South Africa in 
developing the crop includ-
ing providing   experts and 
exchange of experience.

Acting TSB director Saddy 
Kambona said the decision 
follows a request from the 
Prince of the Kingdom of 
BabinaNoko Ba Mampuru, 
SpumendoMokgabuni, who 
recently visited Tanzania.

The Kingdom of Babina 
Noko Ba Mampuru is in 
South Africa’s Limpopo 
province.

Kambona said Prince 
Mokgabudi is on a private 
visit to Tanzania to research 
and learn about various is-
sues regarding sisal and 
added that they plan to es-
tablish sisal growing in the 
province.

He added: “when he came 

to Tanga he met with TSB 
management as well as that 
of D.D. Ruhinda.

“He asked for help in re-
gard to three issues – first 
TSB should assist him to get 
sisal seeds for his kingdom.”

In regard to this request, 
Kambona stressed that TSB 
was ready to work together 
with BabinaNokoMampuru 
Company in providing ex-
perts to other experts in the 
Kingdom.

He further said the land 
and climate in South Africa 
is suitable for sisal cultiva-
tion hence it is an oppor-
tunity that aims to benefit 
many in the country. 

For his part, Prince Mok-
gabudi said he will come 
back to Tanzania to learn 
more and visit more areas 
because this was his first 
personal visit in the country 
and added that in their strat-
egies to establish sisal farm-
ing they already have three 
million hectares 

TSB ready to assist sisal
production in S. Africa

FROM PAGE 1

 By Guardian Correspondent, Geita

   THREE workers of Nyang’hwale District 
Council, Geita Region and four other people 
are under police custody for  allegedly  theft 
of 60 roofing sheets and 20 boxes of floor tiles 
earmarked for the three staff houses.

Speaking at the Councillors meeting at the 
weekend, Nyang’hwale District Commissioner, 

Jamhuri William said there are projects whose 
implementation are sluggish, the situation that 
casts doubts.

He said they discovered that the challenge 
faced is theft of building materials from the 
projects committed by Council workers in col-
laboration with other unfaithful people.

He added: “As we speak there are three Coun-
cil workers and four other people being held at 

the police station after being caught with the 
building materials – roofing sheets and tiles.

“This shows that such thefts were being com-
mitted without our knowledge, but starting 
with this, we are launching in depth investiga-
tion to nab the entire network regarding theft 
of building materials and stern legal steps will 
be taken against those found.”

DC William, who is also the District’s Chair-

man of Defence and Security Committee, said 
the value of the stolen building materials is not 
yet known because the police were still in their 
investigations and that other suspects were 
still at large.

He said the District is implementing a build-
ing project for three staff houses after the gov-
ernment provided 300m/-. 

Geita police hold seven council workers for ‘stealing iron sheets’
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Brigita Shirima (R), Vodacom Tanzania Plc’s head of sales for Dar es Salaam and Coast regions, pictured in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday presenting a prize Bajaj to ‘M-Pesa Imeitika’ raffle winner Magdalena Magoma Moke of the city’s Kimara 
suburb. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein Mwinyi has called 
on officials of Zanzibar Economic Crimes Authority 
(ZAECA) to make self-evaluation on its performance 
for failure to reign in corruption.

Dr Mwinyi made the remarks at Zanzibar State 
House here at the weekend after receiving a report 
of the Zanzibar Controller and Auditor General (CAG) 
for the year ending June 30, 2021.

 He said it was important for the institution to make 
self-appraisal in regard to its performance on the rea-
son that there have been many cases on government 
property handed to it for dealing but there has not 
been any feedback for a long time.

He cited an example of the incident regarding on-
line theft of money from Zanzibar Revenue board 
(ZRB), saying so far it is not known what steps ZAECA 
had taken, saying this culture prompts the repetition 
of such crimes…and added that the authority has not 
helped the government at all.

  He called on for serious steps to be taken against 
all those involved in these crimes regarding theft of 
public funds, adding that the country cannot develop 
like this, calling on all government officials to see the 
size of the challenge and directed for basic measures 
to be taken against all involved.

Meanwhile, President Mwinyi explained that the 
government had made a decision to remove from the 
Health ministry the responsibility to purchase medi-
cines which was entrusted to the Mnazi Mmoja main 
hospital, saying it surprises to see Mnazi Mmoja Hos-
pital officials buying the medicines from the same 

sellers who had contributed to loss of big government 
funds.

He praised the CAG, Dr Othman Abass for offering 
himself in identifying various financial discrepancies 
within the government ministries and its institutions.

Dr Mwinyi said the government has received the 
CAG’s Report that contained advice and recommenda-
tions meant to ease or eradicate the challenges, and 
he called on Zanzibar government Chief Secretary 
Zena Ahmed Said to convey to all officials of the gov-
ernment and institutions about the CAG’s recommen-
dations.

Earlier, submitting his audit report, CAG Dr Oth-
man Abass issued various recommendations as a step 
to arrest the wave of thefts of government funds and 
causes on to why these crimes occur.

He said it is important for the government to estab-
lish a tendering system to avert fictitious debts as well 
as advising the government to revoke all contracts in 
regard to purchase and distribution of drugs and med-
ical equipment used by the Mnazi Mmoja Main Hospi-
tal in order to prevent huge losses of public funds.

Dr Abass advised the government to establish a new 
system for procuring and distribution of drugs in or-
der to prevent procurement of expired drugs, the is-
sue that has been occurring from time to time.

He also advises all state institutions implementing 
various development projects to make in-depth feasi-
bility studies in order to verify the value for money in 
the projects.

One of the ministries censured in the CAG’s Report 
is that of Works, Communications and Transport, 
from which more than 1.3bn/- is reported “stolen”.

Z’bar graft war: Mwinyi
hints at confidence crisis

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

  ZANZIBAR President Dr 
Hussein Ali Mwinyi has said 
averting and reduction of ma-
ternal deaths at birth is a task 
that involves cooperation from 
every person. 

President Mwinyi made the 
remarks here at the weekend 
after a short marathon race 
and voluntary walk, the event 
that was part of the “Uzazi ni 
Maisha” campaign whereby 
IPP Media was presented with 
a certificate for participation 

as well as for its contribution in 
health education via ITV, radio 
One and East Africa TV/Radio 
channels.

He said it is important for 
everyone wherever he is, in-
cluding the private sector, pub-
lic institutions and civil society 
organisation to fully participate 
towards averting or reduction 
of maternal deaths.

He added that in attaining 
this goal, it was important to 
encourage pregnant women to 
believe that “Birth is Life” so as 
to have trust that the aim of giv-

ing birth is to bring new lives in 
the world. 

He said the high maternal 
deaths rate in the country 
is contributed by various is-
sues including health delivery 
systems, shortage of medical 
equipment, infrastructures 
constraints, and shortage of 
health workers as well as tradi-
tional beliefs.

Giving statistics on maternal 
deaths, Dr Mwinyi, who was 
accompanied by the Zanzibar 
First Lady, Mariam Mwinyi said 
these have reached 134 deaths 

for every 100,000 pregnant 
women and 37 infants for every 
1,000 births.

He said the government’s de-
cision to build district hospitals 
and one for Unguja Urban West 
Region aims to remove conges-
tion of people seeking medical 
services at the Mnazi Mmoja 
Hospital in Unguja and Abdal-
lah Mzee Hospital in Pemba. 

  He assured sports people 
who participated in the race 
and walk that the government 
will continue working together 
with stakeholders within the 

country and foreign to boost 
health services, education and 
training, the establishment of 
health insurance and increas-
ing the health Ministry’s budg-
et.

The president said he was 
pleased with reports that a to-
tal of 28 health centres, out of 
70 will get medical equipment 
to cater for pregnant women in 
both Unguja and Pemba.

“In recognition of these ef-
forts, the government will 
make sure it provides medical 
equipment by 60 per cent for 

the remaining health centres,” 
he said. He also praised AMREF 
Health Africa, the organisers 
of the event and other various 
sponsors including the Nation-
al bank of Commerce (NBC).

For his part, Zanzibar Min-
ister for Health, Ahmed Nas-
sor Mazrui said the campaign 
confirms how the government 
is serious in dealing with the 
issue of maternal health in the 
Isles.

AMREF Health Africa Coun-
try representative, Dr Florence 
Temu said that his institution, 

in collaboration with the Minis-
try of Health has come up with 
the campaign with the aim of 
mobilising for the availability of 
medical equipment as a means 
to solve safe birth and enhance 
the community’s understand-
ing through their participation. 

For his part, NBC Managing 
Director Theobald Sabi said his 
bank is a believer in the philos-
ophy of assisting the commu-
nity and added that every year 
they set aside funds for them, 
in regard to education, health, 
empowerment and others.

Mwinyi calls for strategies to reduce maternal deaths
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By Correspondent Marc Nkwame
 
The mining sector growth chart 

line is on ascendance with the in-
dustry scooping out 623 billion/- 
worth of revenues each year, ac-
cording to latest records.

Minister for Minerals, Dotto Bite-
ko, reveals here that the mining sec-
tor is currently leading in foreign 
currency generation while its con-
tribution to the country’s GDP has 
also been upped from 7 to nearly 8 
per cent.

Meanwhile, the minister   graced 
the occasion in which two large 
Tanzanite gemstones, discovered 
from the quarry belonging to arti-
san miner, Anselm Kawishe, were 
being officially displayed at Mirera-
ni hills.

The state bought the two Tanzan-
ite stone findings at 2.24 Billion/- on 
the spot.

Anslem Kavishe, who is the proud 
owner of the valuable games, said 
the small scale miners with quar-
ries in Mirerani, Simanjiro should 
appreciate the government support 
to the sector.

The Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry, Adolf Ndunguru revealed 
that one piece of the blue gem-
stones weighing at 3.7 kilogramme 
was valued at 1.5 billion/- while the 

smaller stone tipping the scale at 
1.48 kilogrammes was bought at 1.5 
billion/-

But as larger planks of Tanzan-
ite gemstones continue to be un-
earthed in Mirerani it is reported 
that there are more than 1760 mil-
lion tonnes of the rare blue gem-
stones underground.

According to recent research 
findings, the rate of mineral extrac-
tion at the foot of Mirerani Hills is 
pegged at 54 tonnes of Tanzanite per 
year, which means it will take more 
than 20 years before the mineral con-
taining rock can be depleted.

In 2018 when inaugurating the Mir-
erani wall, former President, the late 
John Pombe Magufuli stated that at 
the current rate of extracting 54 tons 
per year, the nearly 2 trillion tons of 
the rare blue gemstones from the 
Block C’ quarry alone will take up to 
2042 before being exhausted, with 
even bigger chance of new Tanzanite 
reserves to be discovered in future.

There are 1700 firms dealing with 
Tanzanite mining in the northern 
zone so far.

  Member of Parliament, Christo-
pher Ole Sendeka, criticised the pa-
thetic conditions of the roads lead-
ing to the Tanzanite mining areas, 
saying such an important location 
needs better infrastructure.

 Mining sector yields 625bn/- trillion tons 

UN High Commissioner for Refugees underscores need to mobilise resources for establishment of energy sources
By Getrude Mbago 

THE United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, Filippo Grandi 
has underscored the need to mobilise 
more resources for the establishment 
of alternative energy sources that will 
help fight deforestation in refugee 
camps and host communities.

Grandi made the remarks in Dar 
es Salaam during the weekend after 
concluding a three-day official visit in 
the country where he also met Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan at Dodoma 
State House.

The two leaders, among other 
things, discussed the return of Burun-
dian refugees as well as environmen-
tal protection in refugee camps.

Addressing a news conference in 
Dar es Salaam, Grandi acknowledged 
that dependency to forest resources 
by the refugees such as firewood and 
charcoal has been causing massive 
tree cutting, something which threat-
ens the environment.

“Reforestation is the most impor-
tant step for now, but also investing 
in alternative sources of energy such 
as biomass, fuel or gas efficient stoves 
and others to save the forests around 
refugee camps, we are going to pri-
oritise this and mobilize resources 
to support the government of Tanza-
nia and others carry out the projects 
which will strengthen protection of 
forests but also serve refugees with 
smart energy sources,” he said.

The commissioner further called for 
more donor support for the safe and 
dignified repatriation of Burundi refu-
gees returning to their homes from 
Tanzania ensuring that they are able to 
successfully reintegrate in their coun-
tries of origin.

He said that as of August 2022, UN-
HCR had received only 27 per cent of 
the resources needed in Tanzania for 
this year, something which also affects 
smooth implementation of projects in-
cluding repatriation.

“The Burundi situation remains sig-
nificantly underfunded. I appeal to do-
nors, including development partners, 
to provide funding and investment in 
Tanzania and boost the provision of 
basic services. Lack of funding would 

risk reversing hard-won gains,” he said.
Grandi emphasized that refugees 

should never be pressured to decide if 
they should return to their home coun-
tries.

He said although Burundi’s situation 
has improved the majority of refugees 
still face significant obstacles because 
their homes were taken from them 
and they have nowhere to stay after 
returning.

“The voluntary repatriation of Bu-
rundian refugees from Tanzania start-
ed in September 2017 whereby more 
than 142,000 of them have been assist-
ed to return home. In August this year, 
more than 1000 people will be going 
back home,” he said.

He commended Tanzania and its 

people for their longstanding history 
of welcoming and hosting refugees, as 
well as efforts in advancing protection 
and solutions for refugees in the coun-
try, in line with the Global Compact on 
Refugees.

“I am truly encouraged by the gov-
ernment’s efforts to strengthen the 
protection of refugees, and stand 
alongside it, UNHCR’s commitment to 
support Tanzania and safeguard the 
rights of refugees hosted here remains 
steadfast. Tanzania has for over four 
decades generously hosted large num-
bers of refugees, and we must not let 
them down,” Grandi stressed.

“We will continue to work with the 
government and partners to improve 
the well-being and livelihoods of refu-

gees and the host communities in Tan-
zania, and support the voluntary re-
turn of refugees to Burundi,” he added.

The Commissioner visited Nyaru-
gusu camp in Kigoma Region, which 
hosts 130,000 refugees, a mix of Bu-
rundians and Congolese.

He also visited a vocational centre 
in the camp where refugees and Tan-
zanians from the nearby villages were 
learning practical skills such as tailor-
ing and vegetable gardening side by 
side. 

Grandi interacted with communi-
ties involved in a community biomass 
briquette production project, which 
aims to reduce the dependency on 
firewood and prevent environmental 
degradation.

GF Trucks & Equipment Ltd staff donate blood donation at a free medical camp involving non-communicable diseases. It was hosted in Dar es Salaam at the weekend 
by members of the Khoja Shia Ithnasheri community. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



6 	 	
Saturday 27  August   2022

national news

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

OVER 140,000 farmers within six re-
gions and 21 districts in Tanzania have so 
far benefited from at least 35 agricultural 
technologies and practices introduced to 
them by the African Research in Sustain-
able Intensification for Next Generation 
(Africa RISING) Project.

The robust USAID –funded project 
which phased out yesterday was being 
implemented for 11 years in the six re-
gions of Iringa, Mbeya, Manyara, Moro-

goro, Singida and Dodoma, and has man-
aged to leave a significant impact on the 
lives of Tanzanian farmers.

The imparted agricultural technologies 
and practices were validated through 
a participatory research process led by 
the farmer communities to address the 
main problems they encounter like poor 
yields, land degradation, pests and dis-
eases, post-harvest losses, poor nutrition, 
among others.

However, new and better crop varie-
ties of quality protein maize, pigeon pea, 

USAID funded project benefited more than 140,000 local farmers
groundnut, sorghum, and pearl millet varieties 
were also introduced to farmers.

“We acknowledged support by the government 
of Tanzania, USAID-the project donor, farmers, 
national and local authorities, development part-
ners, research institutions, public institutions, 
and beneficiaries that were directly or indirectly 
part of the project implementation,” said Prof. 
Mateete Bekunda, Africa RISING East and South-
ern Africa Project Chief Scientist.

And he added: “A lasting impact and legacy on 
capacity building has also been achieved by the 
project with eight Tanzanian scientists trained 
and funded to completion of their PhD research 
in addition to 21 Masters of Science graduates 
from the country,”

According to him, the Project’s achievements 
result from an integrated systems research ap-
proach that engaged multidisciplinary research-
ers from different international and national re-
search centers and universities. Also, the public 
and private sectors contributed to scaling the 
Project’s validated technologies to a broader 
scale.

The Don detailed that the project was executed 
into three different phases, expressed: “During 
the first phase which took at least five years, the 
project majored on identification of the technol-
ogy and validated them, whereby the second and 
third phases we concentrated on capacity build-
ing towards the project’s implementer partners 
as well as impart the technologies to intended 
farmers,”

Speaking earlier at the event tailored for the of-
ficial closure of the project in Tanzania, Dodoma 
Regional Commissioner (RC) Rosemary Senyam-

ule who graced the event on behalf of Agriculture 
Minister Hussein Bashe expressed continued ef-
forts by the government to heighten production 
and productivity in the country’s agriculture sec-
tor.

The sector, she observed, employs 65 percent 
of the country’s population, contributing to the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to the tune of 29.1 
percent and at least 30 percent of the nation’s ex-
port incomes and 65 percent of industrial –base 
raw materials.

“As per the population estimations by United 
Nations (UN), the world population is expected 
to hit to 9.6 billion people by 2050, whereby the 
African continent will harbor a total of 1.3 billion 
people come next 34 years, the rapid human de-
velopment which calls for constructive and sus-
tainable plans to ensure for food security without 
distorting natural resources,” she said, urged US-
AID for granting the project.

She hailed the project for imparting the local 
farmers with the best agro technologies that en-
able them to improve crop yields; the move she 
said has played a significant role in fostering the 
country’s food adequacy and improving nutri-
tion status.

Elirehema Swai, a Senior Researcher at the 
Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
Makutupora Centre, said through the project 
farmers in the central zone corridor managed 
to adopt the use of improved, but drought toler-
ant seed varieties for diverse cash crops that are 
thriving in the zone.

“The project provided pathways out of parents 
for smallholder farmer households through sus-
tainability intensified farming systems that im-

prove food, nutrition and income security, partic-
ularly for women and thus, enhance the national 
resource base, “he observed.

The Africa Research in Sustainable Intensifica-
tion for the Next Generation (Africa RISING) pro-
gram comprises three research-for-development 
projects supported by the United States Agency 
for International Development as part of the U.S. 
government’s Feed the Future initiative.

Through action research and development 
partnerships, Africa RISING is creating opportu-
nities for smallholder farm households to move 
out of hunger and poverty through sustainably 
intensified farming systems that improve food, 
nutrition, and income security, particularly for 
women and children, and conserve or enhance 
the natural resource base.

The three projects are led by the International 
Institute of Tropical Agriculture in West Africa 
and East and Southern Africa) and the Interna-
tional Livestock Research Institute (in the Ethio-
pian Highlands).  The International Food Policy 
Research Institute leads an associated project on 
monitoring, evaluation, and impact assessment.

Among key development partners behind im-
plementation of the project include the Interna-
tional Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA), 
TARI, International Crops Research Institute 
for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), The Inter-
national Center for Tropical Agriculture (CIAT) 
World Vegetable Center (WVG) International 
Livestock Research Institute (ILRI) Tanzania 
Livestock Research Institute (TALIRI), Sokoine 
University  of Agriculture (SUA), University of Do-
doma ( UDOM) and Lead Foundation, to mention 
but a few.

By Guardian Reporter

STANBIC Bank Tanzania (SBT) and 
the National Economic Empowerment 
Council (NEEC) have entered into a 

long-term partnership in the form 
of a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) that will see the two organisa-
tions collaborate to develop the entre-
preneurial ecosystem through capaci-

National Economic Empowerment Council (NEEC) executive secretary Beng’i Issa (L) and Stanbic Bank Tanzania chief executive Kevin Wingfield exchange cop-
ies of documents on an agreement signed at the recent launch of a supplier development programme held in Dar es Salaam. The pact marks the beginning of 
cooperation between the two institutions in efforts to stimulate the development of SMEs in the country. Third-left is Livestock and Fisheries deputy minister 
Abdallah Ulega. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 SBT and NEEC partner to  enhance growth of SMEs   
ty-building and business support services. 

The partnership seeks to leverage both institutions’ knowl-
edge, expertise, technology, and resources, to enable local 
SMEs to exploit the country’s investment opportunities and 
increase their regional/ global competitiveness.

The MoU was signed by the Bank’s Chief Executive Kevin 
Wingfield and NEEC Executive Secretary Beng’i M. Issa and wit-
nessed by Hon. Abdallah Ulega, Deputy Minister, Livestock and 
Fisheries Development, who also officiated the event. Under 
the terms of the MoU, the two parties will jointly contribute to 
the implementation of a capacity-building program named the 
‘Supplier Development Program’. 

The program will see SMEs enjoy a bouquet of opportuni-
ties to upskill their businesses and leverage the opportunities 
within key strategic projects being undertaken in the region 
such as; the East African Crude oil Pipeline (EACOP) project, 
and other sectors in construction, Agribusiness and Fisheries 
among others. 

This program leverages other successful programs in the 
Standard Bank Group in other countries like the Business Incu-
bator in Uganda and Mozambique. 

Hon. Ulega, applauded both institutions for taking this major 
step in supporting Tanzanian SMEs, noting that the training is 
what Tanzanian SMEs need to become assertive and partici-
pate in competitive tenders.

Commenting on the partnership, Wingfield noted that Stan-
bic attaches great importance to the development of the SME 
sector. “Today marks the beginning of a new era! Our bank in 
collaboration with our colleagues at NEEC will be providing 
training that will enable Tanzanian entrepreneurs to build and 
increase their capacity to enter the competitive market and 
take advantage of the opportunities available in large strategic 
projects in the country. I believe with our respective capabili-
ties, ‘Supplier Development Program’ will make a meaningful 
contribution to the SME sector and the country as a whole.” 
He said. 

On the other hand, Beng’i M. Issa said, “Our collaboration 
with Stanbic will provide an opportunity to gain skills in; Lead-
ership, Finance & Accounts, Taxes, Laws, Contracts, Marketing 
and Procurement.” She further revealed that the training aims 
to cover 7 regions but will begin in Dar es Salaam where 50 
participants will be trained for 3 months. 

According to the Bank, partnerships are a key pillar in its 
journey to support the entire SME ecosystem and also create 
a framework to expand the Bank’s expertise to provide access 
to banking solutions for inclusive growth and socio-economic 
transformation. 
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Inspecting use of wrapping 
bags must be price realistic

OFFICIALS at the National En-
vironment Management Council 
(NEMC) are gearing up for a na-
tionwide clearing effort over the 
use of unauthorized plastic  bags, 
in shops, butcheries and markets 
from Monday, August 29. The 
green light was given at midweek 
by Dr Selemani Jafo, the Minister 
of State in the Vice President’s Of-
fice (Union and Environment), di-
recting that NEMC zonal manag-
ers work with regional or district 
authorities to ensure full removal 
of foul plastic bags.

The point is that some trad-
ers have been sidestepping, not 
to say ignore, the June 2019 ban 
on plastic bags, slowly creeping 
them back into the market. 

There are alternative bags ap-
proved for packaging but those 
found in the market don’t always 
meet the standards for recyclable 
bags. The banned ones are single 
use bags but it hasn’t been easy to 
coordinate replacements as en-
vironment needs and shoppers’ 
preference don’t coincide, espe-
cially the need for transparent 
material.

Some packaging singled out 
for criticism in the minister’s re-
marks could have been better 
handled, for instance in butcher-
ies, where aluminum paper and 
auxiliary khaki envelopes used 
for hot food packaging can do. 

With bread and such other ma-
terial transparency is a vital need, 
since the products are packaged 
after baking and cooling down, 
and a customer has to inspect it. 
That is different from packing say 
a kilo of flour, as just clean pack-
aging is needed, not transpar-
ency. 

There was a remark on evad-
ing tax and unfair competi-
tion as alternative bags have to 
be purchased, while single use 
plastic bags are far cheaper. By 
introspection, the issue here is 
less the tax aspect as all regis-
tered producers pay tax, such 

that even plastic bags will have 
been tax-cleared where they are 
manufactured. The problem is to 
get shopkeepers to use material 
that is absorbed into the pricing 
structure as it stands, not adding 
visible costing, as trying to hike 
prices to add bags distorts trade.

That is also why even in 2019 
there was formal dispensation 
on products whose packaging did 
not have to meet recyclable mate-
rial standards, for commodities 
where visibility of what is inside 
is vital, thus bread wrapping and 
a few others. 

When plastic bags are now 
brought into free use for items 
that the buyer has already in-
spected that is outside the for-
malised exception. Here recy-
clable material is needed as the 
product was not packaged before 
sale, only exposed for viewing.

There is no actual problem as 
to where exceptions work, as in-
deed it is only in factories for in-
stance producing bread where it 
matters. 

Shops need to have recyclable 
material that is easy to absorb 
into prices, for instance add-
ing sh.50 or at most 100/- to the 
price, which may still prove sensi-
tive for a broad range of buyers.

 Asking that each buyer takes a 
200/- bag if s/he didn’t come with 
one shall be an unpopular meas-
ure, as objects are wrapped sepa-
rately, thus adding 1,000/- to each 
shopping trip on the other side of 
the street isn’t an excellent regu-
latory initiative.

The problem at present is that 
shop attendants make little use 
of paper wrappers used in food 
vending after aluminum sheets 
have been used to cover the hot 
food. 

Greater supply of such paper 
can help, but checking against 
abuses like using cement strewed 
khaki paper that hasn’t been 
properly cleaned. It ferries poi-
sons.

August 29: International Day against 
Nuclear Tests also relevant for Africa

NUCLEAR tests have been a night-
mare on the consciences of millions 
of people after the world witnessed 
the colossal devastating power of 
atomic weapons after two bombs 
were dropped over Japanese cities 
towards the end of WW2. What was 
especially horrible about the bombs 
was that within a certain perimeter 
there simply wasn’t a chance of hu-
man survival, as within a narrower 
perimeter even iron and steel melted 
in its searing heat. It isn’t a kind of 
routine bombing, etc.

What worries people around the 
world is that with intractable con-
flicts still prevalent around the world, 
someone might just do the unthinka-
ble if it happens that conflict between 
two countries has reached unman-
ageable proportions. Several times in 
the past dangers of that sort appeared 
to be hanging over this or that part 
of the world, as a nuclear bomb - far 
more powerful than original atomic 
bombs – would have far reaching ef-
fects if not in its destructive breadth, 
definitely in its fallout. It is a situation 
where a nation prepares for a genera-
tion of disabled people, in their hun-
dreds of thousands, and with nuclear 
weapons, it would be millions.

Chroniclers date nuclear weapons 
testing to 16 July 1945, and within a 
month two such bombs had already 
been dropped over Japan to obtain 
its surrender in WW2. Historians say 
the only alternative would have been 
to land up to two million soldiers on 
its shores, with strategists being pre-
pared to lose up to half that number 
in door to door combat against forces 
of Imperial Japan. The United States 
opted for ‘the bomb’ to end the war 

without any such mammoth landing 
or mass deaths.

For one thing, the presence of nu-
clear weapons has limited the degree 
to which major powers can declare 
war unto one another, and instead 
they fight on different sides of small-
er wars, like the one that lasted for 
nearly 40 years in Afghanistan, or the 
current war in Ukraine. Chances of a 
nuclear conflagration are minimal as 
no one will provoke a nuclear armed 
country to that extent, and those who 
have such weapons cherish them for 
their defensive use, to deter strategic 
dreamers who think they can change 
the world order by conquest, as with 
World War II Axis Powers.

There was a time that some African 
economies appeared to be on the 
crest for big nuclear things after the 
quadruple oil price rise in 1973/4, but 
the idea faded within a decade or so. 
In the Middle East enemies of the Jew-
ish state have always sought for ‘the 
bomb’ while the Jewish state swears 
never to allow that. The Far East sce-
nario of incessant missile tests has 
a less active component of diehard 
enmity compared to the Middle East. 
But while we need to help interna-
tional and regional councils to plead 
for peace and less proliferation, the 
world isn’t acutely in danger of nu-
clear war right now. No country can 
ignite a nuclear conflagration and 
trust that it can get out of it safely, and 
if nuclear bombing actually starts, 
the world’s living environment could 
be irreversibly impaired, even if cities 
still stand. That is as catastrophic as it 
can be, so nuclear weapons are just 
that; a deterrence.

  Towards 2023 with new ideas
 By Kayode Komolafe

One of the positive things in the ferment 
about the 2023 elections is the increasing ad-
vocacy that the elections should be a contest 
of ideas.

In other words, candidates contesting on 
the platforms of the various political parties 
should be identified by the ideas underlying 
their programmes beyond their ethnic, region-
al and religious labels.

The corollary to that, of course, is that instead 
of abuses, curses and peddling of prejudice, 
political parties and their candidates should 
articulate clear strategies of development and 
workable policies. The public should in turn as-
sess the parties and candidates on the basis of 
these strategies and the policies articulated to 
bring the visions to life.

What should be added is that not only must 
2023 be of politics of ideas; the ideas them-
selves must also be new and workable so as to 
confront the multi-dimensional crisis the coun-
try faces at this time.

There should be a rethink of some ideas that 
risk being reduced to platitudes. A moment of 
crisis demands fresh ideas to confront the new 
situation. It is a simple logic of life.

As the political parties and their candidates 
unfold their plans, critical questions should be 
asked about the efficacy of the medicine being 
prescribed to cure the malaise of the Nigerian 
economy, polity and society.

New ideas are sorely needed for the simple 
fact that the same old ideas that the political 
parties and their candidates have presented as 
various acronyms in more than two decades 
have not helped sufficiently to tackle the prob-
lems. If the ideas had been cumulatively effica-
cious, the society would not have been plagued 
by mass poverty and gross inequality. 

And the consequences of the socio-econom-
ic decay including worsening insecurity are 
frightening.

For instance, on the critical question of what 
to do with the economy and the pivotal public 
sector, fresh ideas should be developed if the 
crisis is to be resolved in the interest of the peo-
ple.

As a matter of fact, since the military govern-
ment of President Ibrahim Babangida recast 
the Nigerian political economy with its Struc-
tural Adjustment Programme (SAP) virtually all 
economic discussions have begun and ended 
with the invocation of the components of this 
monumental programme. Among these com-
ponents are privatisation, commercialisation, 
liberalisation and deregulation. They are, of 
course, meant for different purposes. These 
ideas have featured in Nigeria’s economic man-
agement since the Babangida regime prom-
ulgated the Public Enterprises Privatisation 
and Commercialisation Decree Number 25 of 
1988 and the concomitant establishment of 
the Technical Committee on Privatisation and 
Commercialisation (TCPC).

Yet if you have a conversation today with the 
experts working on the economic strategies, 
policies and programmes of the various parties 
and candidates, you would think privatisation, 
deregulation and liberalisation are new ideas 
invented in 2022 by policy wonks.

It is amazing that politicians are still promis-

ing privatisation as the silver bullet 
to the festering economic crisis. 
You wonder what else is there in 
the economy to privatise! Maybe 
one day Aso Rock itself would be 
privatised for “efficient manage-
ment.”

What should be done is an hon-
est audit of the privatisation exer-
cise so as to know what went wrong 
and how to make amends.

However, in the wisdom of some 
economic experts the solution to 
the problems arising from privati-
sation is more privatisation.

Instead of falsely presenting pri-
vatisation as a magic solution, there 
should be a critical review of the 
idea and practice of the policy in 
more than three decades. In 2011, 
the senate embarked on a probe 
of 122 public enterprises privatised 
between 1999 and that year. A com-
mittee of the senate looked into 
the outcomes of the privatisation 
process. The findings are instruc-
tive, but no administration has 
learnt anything from the report. 
The committee found out that the 
situation of those enterprises had 
gone “from bad to worse” as more 
than 80% of the privatised enter-
prises had become moribund. So 
no jobs were created and no taxes 
were paid to government from the 
privatised enterprises as promised 
by the proponents of privatisa-
tion. In some cases the stories have 
been those of asset-striping and 
liquidation of the enterprises sold 
by government at give-away prices. 
A good number of these privatised 

public enterprises have been run 
down by their incompetent private 
sector owners. In some cases the 
expected injection of capital, man-
agerial competence and technol-
ogy to make the enterprises profit-
able has proved to be a mirage. The 
economy is yet to benefit from the 
fortunes expected from most of the 
privatised companies.

When policy thinkers wax lyri-
cal on privatisation as the solution, 
they are often silent on why the pri-
vatisation of the Nigerian Airways 
failed woefully and while the liber-
alisation of the aviation sector has 
not turned Nigeria into an aviation 
hub many years after the exercise.

Perhaps the sharpest query on 
privatisation should be issued in 
the power sector. Almost after a 
decade of privatisation of the gen-
eration and distribution segments 
of the industry, the Nigerian econ-
omy continues to be run on diesel-
powered generating sets. It is obvi-
ous that with this policy cul-de-sac, 
critical review of the sector which 
began with the enactment of the 
Electric Power Sector Reform Act 
2005.

Yet, some of the candidates are 
promising to even privatise the 
transmission of electricity. Imag-
ine asking those who went into the 
business of distributing electricity 
without the capacity to even make 
meters available to consumers be-
ing asked to add transmission to 
their portfolios. It is an incredible 
policy proposition!

This uncritical approach in de-

signing strategies and policies is a 
thing that should worry all enthu-
siasts of people-centred develop-
ment. It is indeed a conceptual 
problem. Most of the experts work-
ing on the various plans of political 
parties and candidates are ideo-
logically fixated on privatisation 
even when it is not working in the 
Nigerian context.

However, elsewhere in the world 
a lot of rethink is taking place since 
the global crisis of capitalism as 
manifested in the 2008 financial 
meltdown. The nature of the ideas 
that inform the making of policies 
should be scrutinised as we await 
the 2023 choice.

For as Professor Paul De Grauwe 
of the London School of Econom-
ics puts it in his book entitled “The 
limits of Market: The Pendulum 
Between Government and Mar-
ket,” the fundamental question re-
ally is as follows: who is in charge 
of economic management? The 
scholar puts the matter like this: 
“The Old discussion as to whether 
the market is more important than 
government or vice versa is point-
less. The only question worth ask-
ing is how the division of labour 
between market and government 
can best be organised. This divi-
sion of labour must start out from 
the ideas... that both market and 
government have their limits.”

Those who are committed to 
building a working capitalist politi-
cal economy in Nigeria should pon-
der this pertinent point as they pre-
pare to be in charge of governance.
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By Beatrice Philemon

Speaking with this paper yester-
day Dr Mamta said the award was 
presented to her in Dar es Salaam by 
the Founder Art of Living Founda-
tion based in India, Gurudev Sri Ravi 
Shankar   on August 25 this year at 
the Tanzania-India cultural event.

The event was held at Julius Ny-
erere International Convention 
Centre ( JNICC) drawing over 1200 
participants. It was attended by the 
Minister of Culture, Arts and Sports, 
Mohamed Mchengerwa, Perma-
nent Secretary, Ministry of Culture, 
Arts and Sports, Dr Hassan Abbasi, 
Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre 
(SVCC)’s director, Santhosh G Raja 
and all the teachers of Art of Living 
with the whole group.

“It was a wonderfully joyous cer-
emony and there were extremely 
joyous moments. Four people from 
Tanzania got the privilege of receiv-
ing Human Value Award by Gurudev 
ji,” Dr Mamta said.

Gurudev Sri Sri Ravi Shankar ji is 
a humanitarian, spiritual leader, an 
ambassador of peace and human 
values. Through his life and work, 
has inspired millions around the 
world to embrace a stress-free and 
violence-free world.

Dr Mamta Saini, daughter of Late 
Shri Lalaram Saini and Smt. Ram-
murti Saini, was born in a middle-
class family from Bahadurgarh, Har-
yana-India.

The basic purpose of the life of the 

parents was simple living and high 
thinking, the result of which was 
seen in Dr. Mamta Saini.

 She being the youngest daughter 
of her family, she was the darling of 
her father. She had the privilege of 
being a talented student since child-
hood.

After receiving education up to 
class 10th, moved to the capital of 
India, Delhi for further flight passed 
12th class in science in 1992. She 
then completed Bachelor of Science, 
B. Ed. and further passed Master of 
Computer Application (MCA) from 
Indira Gandhi National Open Univer-
sity (IGNOU) in the year 2000.

Started the work as a teacher in 
the year 2000 and on 26 April 2002, 
she got married.

It was fortunate that as a life part-
ner, Rakesh Saini, a resident of Delhi, 
who always walked step by step and 
moved forward shoulder to shoul-
der, got the support and the love and 
support of the entire family was al-
ways with him in the form of bless-
ings.

From 2000 to 2012, Dr. Mamta 
Saini worked as a computer teacher 
at JLDAV School, Paschim Vihar. She 
was blessed with two sons.

When husband Rakesh Saini was 
employed in Tanzania, she moved 
to Tanzania with family. After two 
months, she joined the Indian 
School of Dar es Salaam as a com-
puter science teacher.

During this period, she got MBA 
education but the journey of 

thought did not end here, a passion 
in the mind, the enthusiasm to do 
something else, and the courage to 
move forward.

The courage and new flight in-
spired her to do something new. Due 
to this inspiration, she was deter-
mined to do a doctorate in computer 
science, she got the distinction of ob-
taining a doctorate degree in 2018.

The Indian culture and the proud 
moment of being an Indian living 
abroad was going to thrill Rome.

While living here, she realized 
that the distance of miles could not 
come in the way of India's love and 
the feeling of being connected to his 
roots kept motivating her to achieve 
something new for his civilization 
and culture from time to time.

“May the name of my Bharatvarsh 
remain high in the world, this pas-
sion, devotion to duty, the culmina-
tion of doing something for India 
touched the peak which was not 
even imagined,” Dr Mamta Saini 
added.

Due to which she created the 
Antarrashtriya Kavya Premi Manch, 
whose main objective was to pro-
vide an online global platform for lit-
terateurs to showcase their talents.

Dr Mamta Saini has set five world 
records on the strength of her spirit, 
passion and her different thinking.

Due to the respect being given to 
women by the government she also 
got the strength to contribute their 
little in the building of their nation 
and increasing pride in the nation.

World record holder on poetry, education,
Information, technology Dr Mamta Saini 

World Record Holder Poetess, educationalist and IT professional Dr. Mamta Saini (R) receives award from the Founder 
Art of Living Foundation based in India, Gurudev   Sri Ravi Shankar (C) and Minister for Culture, Arts and Sports, 
Mohamed Mchengerwa (R). Looking on are Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Culture, Arts and Sports, Dr. Hassan 
Abbas and Swami Vivekananda Cultural Centre (SVCC)’s director, Santhosh G Raja. Photo: Correspondent Beatrice 
Philemon.

RABAT
MOROCCO has decided not to par-

ticipate in the 8th TICAD Summit to 
be held in Tunisia on August 27 and 
28 and to immediately recall its Am-
bassador in Tunis for consultations, 
in light of the attitude of this country 
within the framework of the Japan-
Africa Cooperation Forum process, 
which blatantly confirms its hostility 
towards the Kingdom, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, African Coopera-
tion and Moroccans Abroad has said.

“After recently multiplying posi-
tions and negative acts against the 
Kingdom of Morocco and its higher 
interests, the attitude of Tunisia in 
the TICAD ( Japan-Africa Coopera-
tion Forum) process has confirmed 

its hostility," a statement from the 
ministry said.   

Against the advice of Japan and in 
violation of the preparation process 
and the established rules, Tunisia 
decided unilaterally to invite the 
separatist entity, according to the 
same source.

The reception given by the Tuni-
sian Head of State to the leader of 
the separatist militia is a serious and 
unprecedented act, which deeply of-
fends the feelings of the Moroccan 
people and its forces.

Faced with this hostile and detri-
mental attitude to the brotherly re-
lations that the two countries have 
always maintained, the Kingdom of 
Morocco has decided not to partici-

pate in the 8th TICAD Summit to be 
held in Tunisia on 27 and 28 August 
and to immediately recall the Am-
bassador of His Majesty the King in 
Tunis for consultations, the state-
ment continued.

This decision does not affect, in 
any way, the strong and intact ties 
between the Moroccan and Tunisian 
peoples which are bound by com-
mon history and a shared destiny, 
the ministry insisted.

This decision does not put into 
question the attachment of the King-
dom of Morocco to the interests of 
Africa and its action within the Afri-
can Union, nor does it call into ques-
tion the commitment of the King-
dom within TICAD, the statement 

Morocco decides not to participate in TICAD summit

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Arusha

ARUSHA Regional Com-
missioner John Mongella 
has hailed the launch of an 
environmental conserva-
tion project using indige-
nous ecological knowledge.

The project will be imple-
mented by Media Aid For 
Indigenous And Pastoralists 
Community (Maipac) and 
Civic and Legal Aid Organi-
zation (CiLAO) funded by 
the United Nations Devel-
opment Program (UNDP), 
Global Environment Fund 
and other international or-
ganizations.

In a speech read here 
on behalf by the regional 

community development 
officer, Blandina Mkini, the 
RC praised the UNDP in 
collaboration with other or-
ganizations, deciding to pro-
vide funding to MAIPAC and 
CILAO, so that they can run 
the project which is expect-
ed to promote environment 
protection in the country by 
using natural knowledge.

He said the project will 
help in addressing current 
threats of deterioration of 
natural resources and the 
climate change which is hit-
ting hard indigenous peo-
ples and the global commu-
nity.

“The project will be col-
lecting information through 
video and text of natural 

knowledge in environmen-
tal conservation, water 
source management, for-
ests and climate change. 
But also to provide envi-
ronmental conservation 
education in these three 
districts,” he said

RC Mongella said that 
the project has come at the 
right time because now the 
world is going through a dif-
ficult period of the effects of 
climate change, which are 
caused by the destruction 
of the environment and the 
large consumption of en-
ergy, which are not environ-
mentally friendly.

“For the first time, I see a 
project like this, will be im-
plemented by journalists, 

this is a good thing because 
they will help to educate 
the community about us be-
cause they have been doing 
the responsibility of spread-
ing the news,” he said.

The RC noted that the pro-
ject will help policy makers 
and other stakeholders to 
incorporate natural knowl-
edge into environmental 
protection strategies instead 
of believing that commu-
nities do not have natural 
knowledge on environmen-
tal protection.

He also commended 
MAIPAC for the job well 
done and that his office was 
ready to provide more co-
operation to ensure the suc-
cess of the project.

Arusha RC Mongella hails launch of environmental conservation project
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It takes extraordinary efforts to move 
from lower to higher social position 

By Thomas Lyimo

W
E can comfortably de-
fine reality as a state of 
having objective and 
independent existence. 

If someone equates reality to truth 
he or she may not be so far from the 
correctness though reality may seem 
wider than truth. 

In a simple way, reality may mean 
what it is, what it is supposed to be or 
how it can be regarding the prevail-
ing situation. Reality may try to justify 
the assertion that if something has be-
come worse, we prevent it from be-
coming worst. It supports the concept 
of the greater good.  

In life pursuits, we face challenges 
depending on the position we retain 
in the society. The positions are high 
and low and each position has got its 
challenges which we have to over-
come so as to succeed. 

The higher position means when 
someone has not committed a mis-
take which make him or her liable to 
punishment in whatever form which 
as a result, can cause the wrongdoer 
demoted and hence a decrease in so-
cial significance. On the other hand, 
the lower position is one which a 
person assumes after committing a 
certain mistake which cannot go un-
punished and hence reducing the per-
son’s social significance.

Overcoming the challenges of the 
lower position successfully may or 
may not take a person to a higher po-
sition but failing to successfully over-
come the challenges of the higher po-
sition may take a person to the lower 
position.

Existence of social positions in the 
society is what may convince us to 
believe that there are two classes of 
reality which are the first class reality 
and the second class reality. The first 
class reality concerns the people in 
the higher position while the second 
class reality concerns the people in 

ity thinking may help us safeguard 
our emotional stability as always life 
is strange when it comes to what it 
may give forth. Psychological prepar-
edness may help to create strong indi-
viduals who make sure that social pro-
gress does not come to a halt as they 
are capable of adjusting to changes 
and striving to make sure that the best 
results possible are attained.        

If a person is hit by a challenge 
which they had never thought of it 
before, the chance of overcoming it is 
narrowed compared to when a person 
had thought of the challenge before. 

This reality calls for us to prepare 
for life uncertainties. The possibility 
of life moving on is guaranteed but 
only after understanding the position 
you are holding in the society and the 
class of reality which can favour you. 
This means being realistic is a weapon 
of dealing with irregularities of social 
life.

In short, first class reality suggests 
that if a person follows diligently 
the principles of social life he or she 
will maintain the higher position but 
when they fail to follow them they will 
be pushed to the lower position while 
second class reality maintains that if a 
person commits a mistake deserving a 
punishment, they can only have a pro-
gress in life if they abide by conditions 
imposed and they can probably re-
turn to the higher position if the soci-
ety can believe that they learned from 
mistakes and now capable of demon-
strating uprightness when given a sec-
ond chance.  

Thinking from a broader perspec-
tive, success in social life is enclosed 
by critical thinking. Let us heighten 
our thinking so as to reveal the secrets 
that life reserves. 

The author is a teacher based in 
Moshi

He can be reached at lyimo.thom-
as@yahoo.com

nate the possibility of them coming 
back to that position. 

Mistakes are of different nature. 
For instance, you cannot compare 
faults of a teacher who has failed 
to attend to duties responsibly and 
those of the one who has commit-
ted sexual intercourse with a pupil. 
These two kinds of mistakes have 
got different levels of negative im-
pacts to the social life and therefore 
it is unjust to punish them with the 
same penalty.     

It is very important for a person 
to know exactly what position they 
lean on so as to understand which 
class of reality they have to live by. 
People in the higher position should 
always remember that the first class 
reality favours them. They have to 
try to the maximum to make sure 
that they remain in that position. 

But considering how things might 
be due to failure to abide by the 
principles of high position, it is not 
bad as it will prepare a person for 
the lower position where they will 
be using second class reality in case 
they fail to embrace high position.

The very reason why it is difficult 
to return to the high position after 
dropping to lower position is the 
fact that people fail to justify how 
a person who failed to meet certain 
social expectations could now meet 
them. Here, a person in the lower 
position needs to prove to the soci-
ety how much has he or she learned 
from mistakes and how better to cor-
rect them and become a much better 
person who can be trusted again. 

Applying the concept of possibil-

the lower position.  
It would be better if all of us could 

retain the higher position but life is 
full of uncertainties which can push 
someone from the higher position to 
the lower position. Knowing the ex-
istence of social positions may help 
someone to retain the higher position 
or assume it again after being pushed 
to the lower position.

When someone is in the higher 
position, he or she enjoys a number 
of emotional supports such as being 

trusted or respected. This is the re-
sult of unquestionable faithfulness 
that a person has portrayed in the 
social life. 

We can say that the person is pro-
tected or defended by the principles 
governing the social life. In this case, 
a person will continue enjoying up-
per social significance unless he 
commits some mistakes which may 
make him liable to punishment. 
With this kind of belief, the first class 
reality is justifiable. 

If a person has been placed into 
the lower position, he or she may re-
turn to the higher position but with 
extraordinary efforts. There is a pos-
sibility but there is no assurance 
for a person returning to the higher 
position after losing it. Within this 
conviction is where the second class 
reality dwells. 

But it should be put clear that 
there are some mistakes which, 
when committed by a person in the 
higher position, will totally elimi-

By Telesphor Magobe

SUPERSTITION hinders crea-
tivity, innovation and social de-
velopment. We have a choice to 
make: either to stop it and de-
velop or entertain it and digress. 

Looking for the causes of our 
problems and misfortunes out-
side ourselves is at the centre 
of superstition, witchcraft or 
sorcery. People don’t ask why 
has something happened or not 
happened, but who has caused 
it or not caused it. So, in super-
stition, witchcraft or sorcery we 
ask not why but who.

A few years ago, we were sad-
dened by killings of persons 
with albinism to the extent of 
almost tainting the image of 
our country. Both sellers and 
buyers of the body parts of per-
sons with albinism reportedly 
believed their victims possess 
occult powers to make a per-
son rich in no time, especially 
in mining and fishing activities 
in some parts of the country. 
Greed for money or wealth was 
put before human dignity and 
made the body parts of persons 
with albinism commodities to 
be sold and bought exorbitantly.

Imagining the amounts of 
money reportedly spent on a 

body part of a person with al-
binism at the time, it was clear 
that those involved in such ille-
gal businesses were rich or in-
fluential people. To make their 
deals a success, they decided 
to engage in the illegal business 
and make our country look like 
an uncivilised one in the eyes 
of other countries across the 
world.

How painful it was for rela-
tives and friends to lose their 
loved ones or have their body 
parts amputated simply on the 
basis of false belief they had oc-
cult powers to make a person 
rich? 

How painful it was to make 
persons with albinism live with-
out some body parts and how 
dreadful it was to live in a society 
in which some members believe 
the body parts of persons with 
albinism are sources of riches? 
How painful it was for the fami-
lies that were left in deep shock 
and fear? It is true the nation 
has lost part of the workforce in 
unjustifiable circumstances.

Today, killings of persons with 
albinism and older persons 
(those accused of being witches) 
have dropped because suspects 
have been arrested and taken 
to court and some of them have 

been convicted and sentenced. 
It is possible the intention to 
continue with this illegal busi-
ness for some people is still 
there, but not to the extent it 
had reached at the time.

In some places, the media 
were reporting the killings of 
older persons, bald persons 
and breastfeeding mothers be-
cause it was rumoured the bald 
head of an older person and the 
breast of a breastfeeding moth-
er also possessed occult powers.

On the other hand, some peo-
ple were being killed and have 
left widows or widowers and 
orphans. Some had their houses 
set on fire (those accused of be-
ing witches) while some were 
buried alive and others survived 
the ordeal, but sustained seri-
ous wounds. Those accused of 
being witches are often older 
women or men with red eyes 
and dry skin because of old age.

There are also unconfirmed 
yet highly-circulated reports 
of people believed to fall down 

mysteriously while flying after 
they were overpowered by oth-
er witches or healers. 

This situation has been mak-
ing older persons see them-
selves as not deserving to live 
or live with fear, seeing young 
people as their enemies. Young 
people too see older persons as 
their enemies who do not want 
to see them succeed in life. With 
this in mind, suspected witches 
of tomorrow are young people 
who today see themselves as 
young and energetic and sus-
pect older persons because of 
their old age. But who was born 
and is growing up but won’t get 
old?

Superstition has badly af-
fected our society in some ar-
eas. Ukerewe Island in Mwanza 
Region is one of the once most 
affected areas but where things 
have started changing.  Today 
young people there construct 
decent houses, although a be-
lief in superstition is still there, 
but this time it has shifted from 
older persons to close relatives 
due to escalating land disputes.

In some families, when a per-
son falls sick, is involved in an 
accident, is struck by lightning 
or simply drowns, accusations 
may be directed at a close rela-

tive: brother or sister, paternal 
or maternal uncle, aunt, grand-
father or grandmother, brother 
or sister-in-law or father or 
mother-in-law.

Agents of superstition are 
witch doctors who make their 
customers believe that they 
haven’t been successful in life 
because of their relative or 
neighbour or workmate. All 
this is caused by mistrust and 
misinformation and the result 
is fear and hatred.

To grow up in an environ-
ment of seeing others as en-
emies with the intention to 
harm you affects individuals, 
family, clan, village and society 
wellbeing in general because 
others are regarded as sources 
or causes of problems or mis-
fortunes in society.

Since we are born and grow 
up in a society in which com-
mon stories include those of 
superstition, it is easier to take 
them on board without cross-
checking the facts. Mitchell Rob-
ert in his book entitled African 
Primal Religions (1977) on page 
71 explains why superstitious 
beliefs are common in African 
societies.

He mentions four reasons. 
First, serious sickness and death 

are far more common in tradi-
tional societies. Second, these 
traditional societies do not have 
an understanding of the scien-
tific cause of illness. Therefore, 
like our ancestors, they think it 
is highly plausible that mystical 
forces may be involved.

Third, they live in societies 
where everybody shares the be-
lief in witchcraft. In a situation 
of uncertainty, social psycholo-
gists have shown that people are 
strongly influenced by the belief 
of others. Fourth, people live 
in societies that are close-knit, 
where they live and harbour 
jealousies…

He argues that in societies 
characterised by these four fac-
tors, witchcraft makes a certain 
amount of sense in that it pro-
vides an answer for events that 
demand some kind of explana-
tion.

As a society we have a big 
challenge to seek real answers 
to our pressing problems. We 
have a choice to make to either 
choose the right path that leads 
to true development rather than 
waste time thinking it is others 
who are sources or causes of 
our problems and misfortunes. 
Let’s choose the right solutions 
to our problems. 

Entertaining witchcraft destroys our society, hinders development
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BUSINESS Airtel, Halotel reduce per 
minute non-bundle tariffs

 By Francis Kajubi

AIRTEL and Halotel have 
reduced per minute 
charges for making direct 
calls without subscribing to 

a bundle.
Quarterly communication statistics 

by the Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) for the 
quarter ending June 2022 shows 
that the two mobile companies have 
reduced tariffs for calls made to East 
African region and other international 
destinations.

Statistics shows that Airtel reduced its 
Pay As You Go also known as Standard 
tariff to 750/- per minute to calls to East 
African region for the quarter ending 
June this year from 1,035/- in June 2021.

Airtel had also during the period 
under review reduced its non-bundle 

subscription charges for calls made 
to other international destinations to 
1,520/- as of June this year from 2,098/-
in June last year.

Halotel reduced its East African voice 
tariff per minute to 875/- in June this 
year from 1,208/-in June last year.

On international voice tariffs, Halotel 
reduced its per minute charges to 
1,565/- as of June this year from 2,161/- 
respectively.

Vodacom Tanzania Plc the leading 
carrier in mobile commutations 
had during the period under review 
reduced its East Africa voice tariff per 
minute to 1,119/- as of June this year 
from last year’s 1,545/-.

On international voice tariff, 
Vodacom reduced it’s per minute 
charges to 1,998/- as of June this year 
from 2,758/- that subscribers paid as of 
June 2021.

Vodacom leads the operator’s 
subscription market share as of June 
this year by 31 percent with 17.19 million 
subscribers.

Smile, which holds nothing on 
operators’ market share ranking with 
only 13,672 subscribers countrywide, 
reduced its voice tariff to the East 
African region to 1,314/- as of June 2022. 
Smile subscribers had as of June 2021 
paid 1,537/- per minute to make calls to 
the EAC bloc.

However, Smile subscribers had paid 
1,490/- per minute to make calls to the 
international level. Smile subscribers 
had paid 1,743/- per minute to make 
calls to the international level as of June 
2021.

On the contrary, state owned 
carrier Tanzania Telecommunications 
Company Limited (TTCL) and Tigo 
held on same per minute charges 

during the period under review.
TTCL had charged its subscribers 

1,829/- per minute to make calls to 
the East African region as of June 
2022 the same amount it charged the 
corresponding quarter ended June 
2021. 

TTCL has also maintained its 
charges to international calls at 2,871/- 
subscribers paid as of June 2022. The 
same amount was paid as of June 2021.

Tigo subscribers had paid 1,020/- per 
minute to make calls to the East African 
countries as of June 2022 the same 
amount they paid the quarter ending 
June 2021.

On the other hand, Tigo subscribers 
paid 1,887/- per minute to make calls to 
the international level as of June 2022 
the same amount they paid the quarter 
ended June 2021.

DSE Plc share price gain pushes up 
local shares index by close of week 

  By Guardian Reporter

Zanzibar residents will on Tuesday 
witness the official opening of Pavilion 
commercial centre located at Fumba 
town.

The first commercial centre in the 
modern town of Fumba will be open to 
accommodate all types of businesses.

Speaking ahead of opening, Chief 
Executive Officer of CPS Sebastian 
Dietzold, said, “The Pavilion will be 
the first commercial centre for the 
fast-growing community in Fumba 
Town, providing diverse services such 
as retail, offices, food and beverage, 
medical and sports facilities.” 

CPS is a real estate development 
company providing professional, 
reliable and extensive real estate 
services for property owners in 
Zanzibar and Tanzania.

He said the commercial centre is 
open to godowns to office spaces, 
supermarket to car wash and 
hospitality services.

“CPS develops vibrant urban 
communities that add value for its 
investors in and outside Africa. The 
newly opened commercial centre 
is built to support its residents and 
community living around Fumba by 

providing high-quality services,” he 
said.

Fumba Town is situated in the 
urban west part of Unguja also known 
as Zanzibar Island, 15 km south of the 
Abeid Amani Karume International 
Airport and 20 minutes’ drive to the 
well-known World Heritage site - Stone 
Town.

Mr Dietzold continued to say that 
the company has already completed 
hundreds of modern residential and 
commercial units and welcomes 
investors from around the globe to this 
stunning island full of opportunities.

The design of Fumba Town as a 
supporting town for Zanzibar town is 
catering for the fast-growing demand 
for homes due to the strong growth of 
population and economy in Zanzibar.

The project’s location just south of 
the International Airport of Zanzibar 
on a plot of 600,000 m2 with a 1,5 
km seafront, makes it a unique and 
excellently accessible site for a new 
town in Zanzibar.

The first sustainable, equitable hous-
ing development in East Africa, Fumba 
town has been praised for its innovative 
approach to developing efficient, acces-
sible buildings for the African residen-
tial market.

New commercial centre 
set for opening in Z’bar

 By Guardian Reporter

The Tanzania Share Index (TSI) 
closed in a positive note last week 
after appreciating by 1.62 points to 
3,890.90 points on Friday last week, 
from 3889.28 points on Thursday’s 
close, following an increase of DSE Plc 
share price.

The market report shows the DSE 
Plc share price gained by 9 percent 
to 2,180/- on Friday close from closing 
price of 2,000 on Thursday, pushing 
its market capitalization to 51.94bn/- 
from 47.65bn/- respectively.

However, the overall share index 
(DSEI) closed the week on low note 
after depreciating by 7.20 points to 
1,894 points from 1902.09 points 
respectively.

The slowdown of the DSEI was due 
to decrease of share prices among 
cross listed companies including East 
African Breweries Limited (EABL), 
the third largest listing and Jubilee 
Holdings Limited ( JHL).

The market report shows EABL 
share price went down by 2.70 
percent, closing at 2,880/- on Friday 
from 2,960/- respectively, slowing 
down its market capitalisation to 
2,277.43bn/- from 2,340.69bn/- 
respectively.

Jubilee Holdings Limited ( JHL) 
share price went down by 0.80 
percent to 4,960/- from 5,000/- 
respectively, pushing its market 
capitalization down to 359.47bn/- 
from 362.36bn/- respectively.

The decrease of two cross listed 
companies market capitalization 
also decreased the DSE total market 
capitalisation to 15,792.14bn/- on 
Friday from 15,852.13bn/- recorded on 

Swissport transacted the largest value amounting to 990mn/- after transacting 550,040 shares traded in seven deals at a price of 
1,880/- per share. PHOTO/FILE

SBL now launches drink-
driving e-learning module

 By Guardian Correspondent

Serengeti Breweries Limited 
(SBL) has launched a new drink-
driving e-learning module dubbed 
“Wrong Side of the Road” aims at 
promoting promote positive drinking 
and propagating the message of 
moderation.

The module has been designed to 
change attitudes toward drink-driving 
for better road safety and allows users 
to have interactive and impactful 
conversations with drivers suffering 
the consequences of the wrong choice 
to drink and drive.

Commenting on the new module, 
SBL corporate relations director John 
Wanyancha said the brewer remains 
committed in its drive towards 
ensuring responsible consumption of 
alcohol.

Henceforth, it will push the 
campaign against drinking and driving 
far and wide to ensure more people are 
aware of the dangers of driving while 
impaired by alcohol.

“This module promotes changes 
in attitudes towards drunk driving. 
The module is designed to reduce 
the number of people who believe 
drunk driving is socially acceptable 
and would consider driving impaired. 

It also increases knowledge and 
understanding of the dangers of drunk 
driving, and the effects alcohol has on 
the body,” he said.

The module involves a short, 
authentic, and immersive experience 
that allows the public to have an 
interactive conversation with a natural 
drink driver including real people, real 
stories and real consequences.

The experience is also designed to 
help people understand the effects of 
alcohol and the shame and stigma that 
come with driving while drunk. After 
all, a bad decision could mean you are 
on the wrong side of the road.

“We are excited to launch this 
important campaign that spreads the 
message against drinking and driving 
across the country and also changes 
perceptions of people that it is socially 
acceptable to drink a little and drive. 
We want to continue to echo the 
message that drinking and driving are 
dangerous, not just for consumers but 
also for other innocent road users,” he 
said.

SBL is the second largest beer 
company in Tanzania, with its beer 
brands accounting for over 20 percent 
of the market by volume with three 
operating plants in Dar es Salaam, 
Mwanza and Moshi.

Thursday.
During the closing day of the week, 

the DSE report shows a total turnover 
of 1.9bn/- recorded from transaction of 
902,774 shares traded in 51 deals.

Swissport transacted the largest value 
amounted 990mn/- after transacting 
550,040 shares traded in seven deals at 

a price of 1,880/- per share.
The second top mover was NMB 

counter, which transacted shares 
valued 927.45mn/- after transacting 
331,081 shares transacted in 12 deals at 
a price of 2,940/-.

Third top mover was Tanga 
Cement Company Limited (TCCL) 

after transacting 5,100 shares valued 
8.25mn/- in two deals at a price ranging 
from 1,520/- and 1,620/- per share.

Other top movers were NICO, which 
transacted shares valued 3.02mn/-, 
DSE Plc (2.62mn/-), CRDB Bank Plc 
(2.659mn/-) and Tanzania Portland 
Cement Company Limited (1.67mn/-).

Fumba  town villas at  Fumba-Uwandani. PHOTO/FILE



  WASHINGTON 

The US Energy Secretary urged do-
mestic oil refiners this month to not 
further increase exports of fuels like 
gasoline and diesel, adding that the 
Biden administration may need to 
consider taking action if the plants do 
not build inventories.

US refiners have boosted oil prod-
uct exports this month as domestic 
crude oil production rose and global 
fuel demand continued to recover.

Energy Secretary Jennifer Gra-
nholm, in a letter sent Aug. 18, urged 
seven refiners including Valero, Exx-
onMobil and Chevron, to build sup-
plies of fuels as the United States en-
ters peak hurricane season.

“Given the historic level of US re-
fined product exports, I again urge 
you to focus in the near term on 
building inventories in the United 
States, rather than selling down cur-
rent stocks and further increasing 
exports,” Granholm said in the letter 
sent to refiners, a copy of which was 
seen by Reuters.

High US oil product exports have 
been a concern for the administration 
of President Joe Biden this summer as 
gasoline prices briefly hit a record of 
$5 a gallon, helping drive inflation to 

40-year highs. Gasoline prices have 
since fallen to about $3.86 per gallon.

Federal weather forecasters have 
projected an above-average Atlantic 
hurricane season, which can be a per-

ilous time for refineries. Still-high gas-
oline prices remain a threat to Biden’s 
fellow Democrats ahead of the Nov. 8 
midterm elections, when they hope 
to retain control of both chambers of 

Congress.
Granholm said the administration 

is talking with state officials along the 
East Coast, where gasoline levels are 
at their lowest in nearly a decade. It 

is putting the gasoline and heating oil 
reserves in the U.S. Northeast, which 
hold 2 million barrels of fuel, on “ac-
tive standby” for potential release, 
and preparing other emergency con-
tingency actions, she said.

The administration hopes that com-
panies will “proactively address this 
need” of building inventories, she 
said. If that does not happen, the ad-
ministration “will need to consider ad-
ditional federal requirements or other 
emergency measures,” Granholm add-
ed, without providing details.

In a wide-ranging meeting with 
the same refiners in June, Granholm 
backed off a plan to ban U.S. fuel ex-
ports, but the idea has never fully left 
the table.

Refiners have said a ban could 
swamp domestic markets with fuel 
and cause some plants to cut output, 
which could decrease supply and put 
upward pressure on prices.

In addition, Northeast refiners im-
port crude and fuels, trade that could 
be affected by an export ban.

“The export talk is at best a distrac-
tion; at worst, counterproductive to 
price and supply,” said a source famil-
iar with Granholm’s talks with refin-
ers.
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UAE likely to support OPEC+ oil production cuts
DUBAI

T
he United Arab Emirates (UAE) has similar 
views to Saudi Arabia on the crude oil mar-
kets, a source familiar with the UAE’s thinking 
told Reuters, as speculation intensifies over 

whether the OPEC+ group would consider making new 
cuts to production again.

The idea of new OPEC+ cuts, just as the previous round 
of massive reductions is set to be fully rolled back by the 
end of this month, was aired earlier this week by Saudi 
Arabia’s Energy Minister, Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman. 

The top Saudi oilman said that OPEC+ was ready to cut 
production at any time in any form if it believes it would 
bring stability to the “schizophrenic” oil market.

“Markets can’t reflect the realities of the physical fun-
damentals in a meaningful way and can give a false sense 
of security at times when spare capacity is severely lim-
ited and the risk of severe disruptions remains high,” 
Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman said in a Bloomberg inter-
view, as carried by the Saudi Press Agency.

The comments from Prince Abdulaziz bin Salman 
pushed Brent oil prices back up to above $100 a barrel 
earlier this week.

OPEC’s rotating president for this year, Congo’s Hy-
drocarbons Minister Bruno Jean-Richard Itoua, also ex-
pressed support to potential cuts.

The idea that OPEC+ could consider production cuts 
in the near future would be in line with OPEC’s view, the 
rotating president of OPEC, Itoua told The Wall Street 
Journal on Thursday. 

Itoua told the Journal that the Saudi idea of new pro-
duction cuts was “in line with our views and objectives.”

Some OPEC+ producers, including Iraq, Venezuela, 
and Kazakhstan, have also signaled support for new pro-
duction restrictions.

OPEC+ meets next on September 5 to discuss mar-
ket conditions after it approved in early August a small 
100,000-bpd increase in the alliance’s collective target 
for September.

  LONDON

Meta Platforms Inc. settled a 
long-running lawsuit that claimed 
Facebook illegally shared user 
data with the research firm 
Cambridge Analytica.
The preliminary settlement, 
disclosed in a court filing late 
Friday, follows the revelation 
last month that Meta Chief 
Executive Officer Mark 
Zuckerberg would have to 
sit for as long as six hours 
of questioning by plaintiffs’ 
lawyers. Terms of the agreement 
weren’t disclosed.
Facebook users sued the 
company in 2018 after it was 
revealed that the UK research 
firm connected to Donald 
Trump’s 2016 campaign for 
president gained access to the 
data of as many as 87 million 
of the social media network’s 
subscribers.
In hard-fought battles over 
pretrial information sharing, 
lawyers for the consumers 
have steadily gained leverage 
to pry into the company’s 
internal records to back up their 
claims that Facebook failed to 
safeguard their personal data. 
Facebook’s parent company 
could’ve been on the hook for 
hundreds of millions of dollars 
had it lost the case.
The court filing last month also 
showed Chief Operating Officer 
Sheryl Sandberg would have to 
testify. The depositions were 
scheduled to take place through 
Sept. 20.
In Friday’s filing lawyers for 
both sides asked the judge 
handling the lawsuit to pause 
it, to “facilitate the process of 
finalizing a written settlement 
agreement” and presenting it 
to the court for preliminary 
approval.
Meta declined to comment on 
the settlement.
Facebook had argued it disclosed 
its practices in user agreements. 
It had also said that anyone 
sharing their information on a 
social network shouldn’t count 
on holding onto their privacy.
The case is In Re Facebook 
Consumer Privacy User Profile 
Litigation, 18-MD-02843, U.S. 
District Court, Northern District 
of California (San Francisco).

Meta agrees to 
settle Cambridge 
Analytica suit

  NEW YORK

Bitcoin, the world’s biggest 
and best-known cryptocurren-
cy, was last down 1.5 percent at 
$19,946 on Saturday, down $298 
from its previous close.

It is down 58.7 percent from 
the year’s high of $48,234 hit on 
March 28.

Ether, the coin linked to the 
ethereum blockchain network, 
meanwhile dipped 2.76  percent 
to $1,467.2, losing $41.60 from its 
previous close.

Bitcoin’s fall comes after a 
weak day on Friday for the cur-
rency, which fell as Wall Street 
slumped with all three bench-
marks ending more than 3 per-
cent lower.

The weakness in risk assets 
came after Federal Reserve 
Chief Jerome Powell cautioned 
against expecting a swift end to 
its rate tightening. The Fed’s ac-
tion on interest rates has caused 
some investors to forecast more 
pain for equities.

“Bitcoin broke below 20,000 
as investors expect a weekend 
full of pessimism from Jackson 
Hole to drag down sentiment,” 

Edward Moya, senior market 
analyst at OANDA, said on Sat-
urday.

“European and Asian central 
bankers will likely be much 
more pessimistic than Fed 
Chair Powell and that has many 
traders bracing for a weak open 
on Sunday night,” he added.

Bitcoin on Friday fell 2.6 
percent from its Thursday 
late-afternoon level to trade at 
$21,082. Ether, the second-larg-
est cryptocurrency by market 
value, dipped 4.3 percent over 
the same timeframe. 

Cryptocurrencies are seen as 
a volatile asset, given that they 
trade largely on sentiment.

Bitcoin was last below 
$20,000 in mid-July.

On Friday last week, Bitcoin 
(BTC) dipped to its lowest price 
in over a month after US Fed-
eral Reserve Chair Jerome Pow-
ell doubled down on restrictive 
monetary policy at the central 
bank’s Economic Symposium.

The largest cryptocurrency 
by market capitalization hit a 
low of $20,549 but is now trad-
ing around $20,666, down 4.3 
percent over the past 24 hours 

and below the $21,000 perch 
BTC had occupied as investors 
waited for Powell’s much-antic-
ipated speech in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming.

The Federal Open Market 
Committee’s decision whether 
to raise rates by 50 or 75 basis 
points at its next meeting in 
September will “depend on the 
totality of the incoming data 
and the evolving outlook,” Pow-
ell said, referring to the Fed’s 
rate-setting committee.

Edward Moya, senior market 
analyst at Oanda, wrote in an 
email that traders will have to 
anticipate whether risk aver-
sion will push bitcoin’s price 
down to the $20,000 level.

“Risky assets are struggling as 
Powell’s fight against inflation 
will remain aggressive, even as 
it will trigger an economic slow-
down,” Moya wrote.

Most altcoins also fell follow-
ing Powell’s speech, with FLOW 
the biggest loser, dropping 11 
percent over the past 24 hours. 
Ether (ETH), the second-largest 
cryptocurrency by market cap 
after bitcoin, was down 8.5 per-
cent.

Bitcoin cryptocurrency dips 1.5pct to below $20,000

US energy secretary urges refiners not to increase fuel exports
Oil reserves storage tanks in UAE

US Cabinet members and senior officials speak about the bipartisan infrastructure law at the White House in Washington. PHOTO/
FILE

“facilitate the 
process of finalizing 
a written settlement 
agreement
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Soaring China-Europe trains facilitate foreign trade

ITV	
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9:55       Habari za saa
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13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Igizo rpt: Rebeca
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FRIDAY 2 Sept
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8:55       Habari za saa
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9:30       Soap rpt: I Plead Guilty
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
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10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama 

ya TZ
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na Mahakama 
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14:30	 DWTV rpt: Kesho leo
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
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18:00	 Jiji Letu
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SATURDAY 3 Sept
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SUNDAY 4 Sept
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: I Plead Guilty rpt
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18:00	 Jiji Letu
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19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
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21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
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21:15	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
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23:30     Soap: Uzalo rpt
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CAPITAL 
Mon 29 Aug
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind

16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  30 Aug
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 31 Aug
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Our Earth Rpt
12:30 Innovation Rpt  
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  01 Sept
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

  HARBIN, CHINA

A
t the Suifenhe Railway 
Station, in China’s north-
ernmost province of 
Heilongjiang, freight 

trains are resting on tracks leading to 
Europe, with gigantic gantry cranes 
busily loading and unloading cargo 
above them.

In the first half of this year, over 
373 China-Europe freight trains 
passed through the Suifenhe port to 
Europe and carried 34,942 20-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs) of goods, 
with an increase of 74.3 percent and 
82.9 percent year-on-year, respec-
tively, according to China Railway 
Harbin Bureau Group Co., Ltd.

Such an increase in international 
freight trains has been seen in the 
whole eastern corridor of the China-
Europe freight train service. From 
January to June, a total of 2,212 trains 
and 212,866 TEUs of goods were 
handled at the Chinese land port of 
Manzhouli, in north China’s Inner 
Mongolia Autonomous Region, both 
registering a year-on-year increase of 
7.7 percent.

The China-Europe freight train 
service has three main corridors 

-- western corridor, eastern corri-
dor and middle corridor -- with the 
Suifenhe and Manzhouli ports on 
the eastern corridor.

According to the China State Rail-
way Group Co., Ltd. (China Railway), 
the eastern corridor mainly focuses 
on the import and export of goods 
between east China, south China 
and northeast China, and the Euro-
pean countries.

The efficient operation of inter-
national freight trains relies on sup-
portive policies and measures. As 
the northern center of China’s open-
ing up, Heilongjiang Province has 
made an invested effort in acceler-
ating customs clearance and cargo 
handling, firmly supporting the de-
velopment of the China-Europe rail-
way service.

To ensure the smooth and steady 
inbound and outbound flow of Chi-
na-Europe freight trains, Suifenhe 
Railway Station opened a green 
channel for cargo transportation, 
with staffers of the station communi-
cating with customs administrators 
and freight forwarding companies in 
advance.

Currently, there are 22 China-
Europe freight train routes running 

through Manzhouli and Suifenhe 
ports, carrying daily necessities and 
industrial machinery from Guang-
zhou, Suzhou, and other cities across 
China to numerous European coun-
tries.

The prosperous development of 
the China-Europe freight train ser-
vice has greatly boosted internation-
al trade.

Heilongjiang saw its foreign trade 
in goods grow 31.9 percent year on 
year to 145.06 billion yuan (about 21 
billion US dollars) in the first seven 
months of 2022, according to cus-
toms authorities in the capital city of 
Harbin.

Inner Mongolia’s total import and 
export value hit 68.07 billion yuan 
from January to June, up 17.3 percent 
year on year, Hohhot Customs said.

“Heilongjiang Province will con-
tinue to expand the scale of foreign 
trade and promote the steady devel-
opment of foreign trade by strength-
ening the role of trade platforms, 
accelerating the development of 
trade digitalization and focusing on 
the outsourcing work of key foreign 
trade enterprises,” said Wang Xian-
hua, deputy director of the provin-
cial department of commerce.

 NEW DELHI

NDTV is strongly resisting an attempt by In-
dia’s richest man to secure a controlling stake 
in the independent broadcaster — a move that 
threatens major changes to the country’s me-
dia landscape.

Gautam Adani’s new media venture AMG 
Media Networks announced on Tuesday it 
had indirectly acquired a 29 per cent stake in 
the independent news channel and was mak-
ing an open offer for a further 26 per cent, 
kicking off a battle for control with NDTV’s 
founders Radhika and Prannoy Roy.

It could prove to be the biggest shake-up of 
the industry since last year’s merger of Sony 
Picture Networks India and Zee Entertain-
ment, and has renewed debate about the in-
fluence of business tycoons on journalism.

While NDTV’s English and Hindi channels 
have long featured critical views of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s government, Adani, 
whose conglomerate is India’s third largest 
by market value, has championed Modi and 
aligned his businesses with the government’s 
vision for India.

His move has inflamed concerns around 
media freedom “because of the current per-
ception that media houses in general may not 
be independent,” said Debanshu Mukherjee, 
co-founder of the Vidhi Centre for Legal Pol-
icy.

NDTV, which has said it did not consent to 
Adani’s acquisition of the 29 per cent stake, 
countered on Thursday by arguing that its 
founders are blocked from dealing in secu-
rities by a regulatory order. The securities 
regulator’s “approval is, therefore, considered 
a necessary precursor” for the shares to be 
transferred to an Adani-owned entity, NDTV 
said in a stock exchange filing.

Indian broadcaster fights 
back against takeover bid     

The shares being fought over are the 
result of the Roys’ money troubles back 
in 2009, when they borrowed Rs3.5bn 
($44mn) from a company controlled by 
Mukesh Ambani’s Reliance Industries in 
order to refinance existing debts. A person 
close to Reliance described this as a “bail-
out”.

The Roys did not have to pay interest on 
the 10-year loan, but the terms gave the 
company which owned it, Vishvapradhan 
Commercial Private Limited (VCPL), a right 
to 29 per cent of NDTV via warrants that 
could be converted into equity.

This unusual arrangement raised eye-
brows, and a regulatory official in 2018 
contended that the loan was a facade “to ac-
quire indirect control of NDTV,” tying VCPL 
up in legal proceedings. The securities regu-
lator overturned a 2018 court order in July, 
paving the way for a sale.

On Tuesday evening, the Adani group an-
nounced that it had bought VCPL and was 
exercising the right to turn the warrants 
into shares. It gave the Roys 48 hours to 
make the transfer. After that deadline ex-
pired on Thursday night, now Adani-owned 
VCPL dismissed NDTV’s claim that the regu-
lator had to approve the transfer, saying its 
contentions were “baseless, legally unten-
able and devoid of merit,” in a filing to stock 
exchanges.

M&A experts say the Roys’ chances of 
winning the fight against the deep-pocket-
ed conglomerate are bleak. “If you stall for 
time and make it long enough maybe the 
raider loses interest and goes away — but 
they are clearly dealing with someone who 
wants the brand and the asset,” said Ravi 
Kumar, partner at IndusLaw and public 
markets M&A specialist.

Adani Group  founder Gautam Adani, 

A reach stacker handles cargo containers at the Manzhouli Railway Station in Manzhouli, North China. PHOTO/XINHUA
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WORLD
WASHINGTON

The US intelligence community will assess 
the potential risk to national security of dis-
closure of materials recovered during the Aug 
8 search of former president Donald Trump’s 
Florida residence, according to a letter seen by 
Reuters.

The letter dated Friday from National Intel-
ligence Director (DNI) Avril Haines to House 
Intelligence Committee chair Adam Schiff and 
Oversight Committee chair Carolyn Maloney 
also said the Justice Department and DNI “are 
working together to facilitate a classification 
review” of materials including those recovered 
during the search. 

Schiff and Maloney said in a joint statement 
they were pleased the government was “assess-
ing the damage caused by the improper storage 
of classified documents at Mar-a-Lago.” Politico 
reported the letter earlier.

The Justice Department on Friday disclosed 
that it was investigating Trump for removing 
White House records because it believed he il-
legally held documents including some involv-

ing intelligence-gathering and clandestine hu-
man sources - among America’s most closely 
held secrets.  Haines said DNI “will also lead an 
Intelligence Community (IC) assessment of the 
potential risk to national security that would 
result from the disclosure of the relevant docu-
ments” including those seized.

A spokesman for Trump, Taylor Budowich, 
accused Schiff of being reckless with US intel-
ligence and asserted Democrats had “weap-
onized the intel community against President 
Trump with selective and dishonest leaks.”

The Justice Department on Friday released 
a heavily redacted affidavit that underpinned 
the FBI’s extraordinary search of Mar-a-Lago in 
which agents seized 11 sets of classified records 
including some labeled “top secret” as docu-
ments that could gravely threaten national se-
curity if exposed.

In the affidavit, an unidentified FBI agent 
said the agency reviewed and identified 184 
documents “bearing classification markings” 
containing “national defense information” af-
ter Trump in January returned 15 boxes of gov-
ernment records sought by the US National Ar-

US intelligence to conduct risk 
assessment of Mar-a-Lago haul

ALGIERS

Britain and its people will 
always be allies of France, Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron said on 
Friday, after the frontrunner to be 
Britain’s next prime minister said 
she had yet to decide if he was a 
friend or an enemy. 

Speaking during a visit to Al-
geria, Macron said Britain was “a 
friendly nation, regardless of its 
leaders, sometimes in spite of its 
leaders”.

British foreign minister Liz 
Truss, the favourite to replace 
Boris Johnson as prime minister 
in a Conservative leadership con-
test that runs until Sept 5, said on 
Thursday that her mind was not 
made up on the issue.

Asked during a hustings event 
with rival leadership candidate 
Rishi Sunak whether Macron was 

a friend or foe, Truss responded: 
“The jury’s out”, to some cheers 
and applause from the audience 
of Conservative Party members.

Relations between London and 
Paris have deteriorated since 
Conservative-governed Britain 
left the European Union in 2020, 
with disputes breaking out over 
immigration and post-Brexit 
trade across the Irish Sea.

Macron said he did not doubt 
Britain’s place as an ally of France 
“for a single second”, adding: “If 
France and Britain cannot say 
whether they are friends or en-
emies... then we are headed for 
serious problems.”

Britain’s opposition Labour 
Party foreign affairs spokesman 
David Lammy criticised Truss, 
saying the fact she had “chosen 
to needlessly insult one of our 
closest allies shows a terrible and 

worrying lack of judgment”.
Truss had also added that, if 

she became prime minister, she 
would judge Macron “on deeds 
not words”.

British finance minister and 
Truss supporter Nadhim Zahawi 
said the comment had been light-
hearted and Britain also wanted 
to be judged on its actions not 
words. “Liz and I both know that 
France is a strategic ally,” he said.

French officials have privately 
said levels of trust between the 
two nations are very low in the 
wake of Brexit.

Asked about the comments, 
Johnson said relations between 
Britain and France were of huge 
importance. “I’ve always had very 
good relations with Emmanuel 
Macron,” he said, adding that the 
French president was a “tres bon 
buddy”.

Macron tells Truss: Britain and France will always be friends

Speaker of the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives Nancy Pelosi’s visit to China’s 
Taiwan region has escalated tensions in 
the Taiwan Strait, triggering wide con-
cerns and criticism from regional coun-
tries and the international society.

Confronted with the wrongful remarks 
and actions of the U.S., China has made 
justifiable and reasonable countermea-
sures that are necessary to safeguard its 
national sovereignty and territorial integ-
rity and will effectively maintain regional 
peace and stability.

As the third highest-ranking figure in 
the U.S. government, Pelosi turned a blind 
eye to China’s strong opposition and sol-
emn representations, ignored the wide 
concerns from regional countries and the 
international society, and insisted on visit-
ing Taiwan to make a crisis.

It’s clear enough that what’s done by the 
U.S. House Speaker was allowed and sup-

ported by the White House. However, the 
U.S. side, rather than restraining itself af-
ter Pelosi’s visit, continued its wrong prac-
tices and blamed the innocent, claiming 
China’s countermeasures escalated ten-
sions in the Taiwan Strait and had severe 
impacts on regional peace and stability. 

To distort facts, the U.S. even said Chi-
na’s actions were “at odds” with Washing-
ton’s “longstanding goal of maintaining 
peace and stability across the Taiwan 
Strait and in the region.”

Such remarks just revealed to the world 
more essence of the American hegemony 
and arrogance, and made more people in 
the world understand the necessity of 
China’s resolute countermeasures.

Regional countries and the internation-
al society believe that the recent actions 

of the U.S. have violated China’s sover-
eignty, breached U.S. commitments and 
escalated tensions in the Taiwan Strait. 
They support China to safeguard its le-
gitimate rights and interests and make 
firm responses to the provocative actions 
from Washington.

The U.S. has enhanced its efforts to op-
press China over the recent years, in an 
attempt to contain China’s development 
with the Taiwan question. 

Taiwan’s Democratic Progressive Party 
authorities, who forget their heritage and 
cling to U.S. support to seek “indepen-
dence,” as well as some anti-China forces 
in the U.S. that wish to hinder the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation and 
contain China’s development with the 
Taiwan question, are the root cause of the 

current tensions in the Taiwan Strait.
In total disregard of international 

consensuses, Pelosi said the U.S. will 
“not allow” China to isolate Taiwan and 
even called Taiwan a “country,” which 
bolstered the forces of “Taiwan inde-
pendence.” After her visit, some “Taiwan 
independence” diehards hyped that Tai-
wan was a so-called “sovereign country,” 
and the U.S., rather than opposing such 
practice, even encouraged it both overtly 
and covertly.

The wrongful practice of the U.S. se-
verely challenges the international or-
der and gravely threatens peace in the 
Taiwan Strait and regional stability. Had 
China not taken resolute countermea-
sures against U.S. provocation and “Tai-
wan independence” forces, the hard-won 

regional peace and stability would have 
been further damaged.

The U.S. is the one that provoked trou-
bles first, but it is “condemning” China’s 
military drills to whitewash itself, which 
once again revealed the deep-rooted ex-
tortionist logic of the U.S.

The U.S. launches over 100 military 
drills on the seawaters surrounding China 
each year and often sends aircrafts and 
warships there for muscle-showing and 
provocations, which seriously threatens 
regional peace and stability. For a long 
time, the U.S. has been running against 
the principles of the UN Charter and the 
basic norms governing international rela-
tions, launching and instigating conflicts 
everywhere. The country has created 
huge turbulence and humanitarian disas-

ters for the world. Among the 248 armed 
conflicts that happened around the world 
between the end of the World War II and 
2001, 201 were initiated by the U.S.

Since 2001, the U.S. has initiated and 
been involved in wars and military ac-
tions that killed over 800,000 people and 
displaced tens of millions. 

The U.S. is the one that should be con-
demned.

It’s so vicious of the U.S. to associate 
the tensions in the Taiwan Strait with the 
Ukraine crisis. The Taiwan question and 
the Ukraine issue are completely different 
in nature. Taiwan is a part of China, and 
the Taiwan question is China’s domestic 
affair. However, the U.S., playing dumb, is 
trying to make the Taiwan question an 
international issue. Its true intention is to 
disorder the Taiwan Strait and the Asia-
Pacific region.

		  People’s Daily

U.S. fallacies about Taiwan question reveal extortionist logic

chives. Other records in those boxes, 
according to the affidavit, bore hand-
written notes by Trump.

Schiff and Maloney said the Jus-
tice Department release Friday “af-
firms our grave concern that among 
the documents stored at Mar-a-Lago 
were those that could endanger hu-
man sources. It is critical that the IC 
move swiftly to assess and, if neces-
sary, to mitigate the damage done.”

Haines wrote DNI will closely coor-
dinate with the Justice Department 
to “ensure this IC assessment is con-
ducted in a manner that does not 
unduly interfere with DOJ’s ongoing 

criminal investigation.”
The search was part of a federal 

investigation into whether Trump il-
legally removed and kept documents 
when he left office in January 2021 af-
ter losing the 2020 election to Presi-
dent Joe Biden and whether Trump 
tried to obstruct the probe.

Trump, a Republican who is con-
sidering another presidential run 
in 2024, has described the court-
approved search at the Mar-a-Lago 
estate in Palm Beach as politically 
motivated, and on Friday again de-
scribed it as a “break-in.”

Morupule B power plant is fully 
functioning with all the four units 
producing 150 megawatts of 
electricity each

GABORONE
 
 Botswana has been a net importer of electricity over 

the years. However, the coal-fired power station Moru-
pule B -- built by the China National Electric Engineering 
Corporation (CNEEC) -- is slowly but surely changing Bot-
swana’s status quo, Professor Edward Dintwe, dean of the 
faculty of Engineering and Technology at the University 
of Botswana (UB), said in an interview with Xinhua.

For the past three months, both Morupule A and B 
power stations have been fully operational and dispatch-
ing over 800 megawatts of power per hour to the nation-
al grid, which is well above local electricity consumption, 
according to the Botswana Power Corporation (BPC).

“Sales have been made possible by improved plant 
availability at the flagship 600 megawatts Morupule B 
plant. So the surplus electricity should be sold to neigh-
boring countries,” Lefoko Moagi, Botswana’s Minister of 
Minerals and Energy, told Xinhua.

As A landlocked country, Botswana is dominated by 
coal-fired power generation and had only one power sta-
tion Morupule A before 2010.

To ensure energy security and increase electricity self-
sufficiency, Botswana started the 600 MW Morupule B 
power Station project in 2010 with the CNEEC as the gen-
eral contractor.

According to Zhang Xiangrong, CNEEC project manag-
er, with the joint efforts of the Botswana government and 
the company, the plant operation is stable currently. The 
company started the renovation project of the power sta-
tion in 2019. At present, the first unit has been renovated 
and the trial operation will be finished in September.

“Morupule B power plant is fully functioning with all 
the four units producing 150 megawatts of electricity 
each,” said Moagi, adding that Morupule A power plant is 
generating at least 232 megawatts thereby bringing Bot-
swana’s power generation to 832 megawatts per hour.

According to Moagi, Botswana utilizes 580 megawatts 
during peak hours while only 360 megawatts are needed 
at off-peak hours. Botswana’s peak and off-peak hours 
are during the evenings as well as mornings and in the 
afternoon and during weekends when industries are not 
open.

Moagi said South Africa, whose public electricity utility 
in Eskom is facing generation problems, is willing to buy 
power from Botswana. The BPC has therefore started 
engaging Eskom to purchase the excess electricity sup-
ply generated during off-peak periods to protect plants 
against load management fluctuations and also ensure 
that surplus electricity has a secured market.

Speaking during a media briefing after the Botswana-
South Africa Business Roundtable in Gaborone, capital 
of Botswana on Aug. 4, 2022, President Cyril Ramaphosa 
of South Africa said the willingness shown by Botswana 
to sell South Africa excess electricity will strengthen eco-
nomic and trade ties.

By selling power to South Africa, Botswana hopes to 
realize its goal of becoming “a regional benchmark in 
power delivery” by 2026 with the Maduo26 strategy, a 
five-year plan unveiled last year. 		  Xinhua

China-built power plant transforms 
Botswana into electricity exporter

NEW YORK

Russia and Iran are strengthening relations in light of 
Western sanctions against the two states, which worries 
Washington, columnist Benoit Faucon wrote in his column 
for the Wall Street Journal.

According to the article, “Iran and Russia are forging 
tighter ties than ever, as their international isolation drives 
the two staunch American foes toward more trade and 
military cooperation, alarming Washington.”

“The two states share an opposition to a U.S.-led world 
order and both suffer from tough U.S. sanctions. But until 
this year, their relations had been weighed down by oppos-
ing agendas in Syria, by Iran’s historic suspicion of foreign 
interference and by Russia’s historical role as the dominant 
power in Central Asia and the Caucasus,” Faucon writes.

He believes, “A closer Russia-Iran alliance would help 
both countries mitigate the impact of Western sanctions 
by finding new markets for their products and boosting 
military cooperation”.

At the same time, according to the article “Overall, bilat-
eral trade is up 10% between Russia and Iran this year. In 
2021, trade between the two countries surged 80% higher 
to $4 billion, according to Russia.”.

Russia grows closer to Iran to counter 
Western sanctions – The Wall Street Journal 

ISLAMABAD

The death toll in separate accidents 
caused by heavy rains across Pakistan has 
surged to 1,000 since the start of monsoon 
season on June 14, the National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) said on Sat-
urday night.

The authority said that 1,527 people were 
also injured in separate incidents, whereas 
949,858 houses were partially or fully de-
stroyed in the calamity, rendering millions 
of people homeless in the country, which 
has been facing the serious impact of cli-
mate change for the last few years.The killed 
included 348 children and 207 women.

The authority said that the south Sindh 
province remained the worst-hit area dur-
ing the ongoing monsoon, where 347 people 
were killed and 1,009 others were injured in 
various accidents.About 3,451 km of roads, 
149 bridges, and 170 shops were swept away 
by flash floods across the country.An esti-

mated 719,558 livestock perished in the rains 
across the country.

Rescue and relief operations by the 
NDMA, other government organizations, 
volunteers, non-government organizations, 
and the Pakistani army, were underway in 
the flood-hit areas.

According to Pakistan’s meteorological 
department, heavy rains will likely continue 
across the country during the next few days.

Road and railway traffic was badly dis-
rupted due to heavy downpours which in-
undated several roads and railway tracks 
besides washing away scores of others.Ac-
cording to officials, Balochistan lost land 
traffic with the rest of the country, whereas 
flight service was also suspended in the pro-
vincial capital of Quetta due to heavy rains.

Social media showed horrible sights of 
flood victims being swept away by gushing 
waters, and cattle, vehicles, and motorbikes 
being washed away in flash floods.

Muhammad Saleem, 65, a resident of a 

village in Shaheed Benazirabad district of 
Sindh said that he has never seen such a 
heavy downpour in the country in his entire 
life.

”It rained for straight 72 hours without 
any interruption due to which 70 percent 
houses in the village were destroyed and the 
remaining are also in bad shape. Not only 
this, all our crops have been washed away 
and not even a single strand is left in the 
fields,” Saleem told Xinhua.

He said that the future is also bleak for 
most of the people of the province as both 
their houses and crops have been de-
stroyed, making it very difficult to meet 
ends meet in the coming days with no food 
and shelter.

Earlier, talking to media, the country’s 
Minister for Climate Change Sherry Rehm-
an said that her country is going through 
“a climate-induced humanitarian disas-
ter” with unprecedented rains and floods.
Pakistan has so far received an average of 

166 millimeters of rainfall in August, which 
is 241 percent above average, the minister 
said, adding that the country’s southern 
parts received 784 percent more than usu-
al.”

Almost 30 million people are without 
shelter, thousands of them are displaced 
and have no food,” she said.

Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif asked the 
public to extend financial help to flood vic-
tims by generously donating to his flood 
relief fund. He also appealed to the interna-
tional community to help the country cope 
with the losses and rehabilitate the victims.
uring a visit to a flood-hit area of Sindh on 
Saturday, S

hahbaz said that the government has al-
located 38 billion Pakistani rupees (about 
171.6 million U.S. dollars) to provide relief 
to flood victims, and 25,000 rupees (about 
112.9 U.S. dollars) in cash will also be provid-
ed to each affected family to meet the basic 
needs for survival.  	               Xinhua

Death toll rises to 1,000 as torrential rains wreak havoc in Pakistan

French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech during a meeting with 
members of the French community at the French ambassador to Algeria’s resi-
dence, in Algiers, on Friday, during an official visit.  AFP

Former US president Donald Trump speaks at a rally on Aug 5, 2022, in Waukesha, 
Wisconsin.  AP
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WASHINGTON

The US Justice Department on 
Friday disclosed that it was inves-
tigating former president Donald 
Trump for removing White House 
records because it believed he il-
legally held documents including 
some involving intelligence-gather-
ing and clandestine human sources 
- among America’s most closely held 
secrets.

The department released a heav-
ily redacted affidavit that under-
pinned the FBI’s extraordinary Aug 
8 search of Trump’s Florida resi-
dence in which agents seized 11 sets 
of classified records including some 
labelled “top secret” as documents 
that could gravely threaten national 
security if exposed.

In the affidavit, an unidentified 
FBI agent said the agency reviewed 
and identified 184 documents 
“bearing classification markings” 
containing “national defence in-
formation” after Trump in January 
returned 15 boxes of government 
records sought by the US National 
Archives. Other records in those 
boxes, according to the affidavit, 
bore handwritten notes by Trump.

The search was part of a federal 
investigation into whether Trump 
illegally removed and kept docu-
ments when he left office in January 
2021 after losing the 2020 election 
to President Joe Biden and whether 
Trump tried to obstruct the probe. 

Trump, a Republican who is con-
sidering another presidential run 
in 2024, has described the court-
approved search at the Mar-a-Lago 
estate in Palm Beach as politically 
motivated, and on Friday again de-
scribed it as a “break-in.”

Documents released with the 
affidavit revealed that “a signifi-
cant number of civilian witnesses” 
knowledgeable about Trump’s ac-
tions after leaving office were help-
ing the probe, a rare disclosure.

The search was a significant esca-
lation of one of several federal and 
state investigations Trump is facing 
involving his time in office and in 
private business.

‘Eviden of obstruction’
The agent who drafted the affida-

vit wrote that after the FBI reviewed 
the materials Trump returned in 

US Justice Dept says Trump papers included material on intelligence

January to the National Archives - the 
agency responsible for preserving gov-
ernment records - it had probable cause 
to believe more documents were still in-
side Mar-a-Lago.

“There is also probable cause to be-
lieve that evidence of obstruction will be 
found at the premises,” the agent added.

Other defence-related records Trump 
had returned contained references to 
topics including “clandestine human 
sources” who help USintelligence-gath-
ering, the affidavit showed, as well as de-
tails on how the nation conducts foreign 
surveillance and information it collected 
using a law that established the USdo-
mestic surveillance program.

The 32-page affidavit, a sworn state-
ment outlining evidence that gave the 
Justice Department probable cause to 
ask a judge to approve a search warrant, 
was heavily redacted at the department’s 
request. Most pages had at least some 
portions blacked out. Some completely 
blacked out. An additional six pages of 
documents were released with it.

The department had sought to keep 
the affidavit secret. But after media or-
ganizations sued to make it public US-
Magistrate Judge Bruce Reinhart, who 
approved the search warrant based on 
the affidavit, on Thursday ordered the 
release of a redacted version.

Late on Friday, Trump filed a “sup-
plemental” motion asking the court to 
block the government from reviewing 
the documents seized at Mar-a-Lago 
until a third party known as a “special 

master” can be  appointed to oversee 
the review.

Trump had filed a similar motion on 
Monday, but USDistrict Judge Aileen 
M. Cannon asked for more information 
about the request. 

Trump’s lawyers said their motion 
should be granted because the redacted 
affidavit “provides almost no informa-
tion that would allow (Trump) to under-
stand why the raid took place, or what 
was taken from his home. The few lines 
that are unredacted raise more ques-
tions than answers.”

Trump complained on social media 
that the released affidavit was “heavily 
redacted” and demanded that Reinhart 
step aside from the case, without giving 
any apparent basis. Trump’s legal team 
has not formally made such a request.

“Judge Bruce Reinhart should NEVER 
have allowed the Break-In of my home,” 
Trump wrote.

Biden weighs in
Asked by reporters if it is ever appro-

priate for a president to bring home 
classified material, Biden said: “It de-
pends on the document and it depends 
on how secure” the location is.

Biden added that he has a “complete-
ly secure” site at his home and that he 
was taking home on Friday a copy of 
his daily intelligence briefing, but said 
those records would later be returned to 
the military.

The FBI agent said in the affidavit that 
a preliminary review in May of records 

A letter from acting archivist of the United States Debra Steidel Wall to former President Donald 
Trump’s legal team is photographed on Aug 23, 2022. AP

the Archives earlier re-
ceived from Trump found 
184 “unique documents” 
labelled as classified - 67 
marked “confidential,” 92 
marked “secret” and 25 
marked “top secret.”

The newly released 
documents showed how 
Trump allies tried to claim 
he had declassified the re-
cords in question as a way 
to downplay the investi-
gation. The affidavit men-
tioned an article published 
in May by Kash Patel, a 
former Trump adminis-
tration official who called 
media reports about the 
National Archives identi-
fying classified material at 
Mar-a-Lago “misleading.”

Brandon Fox, a former 
federal prosecutor now 
with the law firm Jenner & 
Block, said the references 
to Trump’s claims about 
declassifying the docu-
ments are significant, even 
though much of the mate-
rial is redacted.

“They likely indicate the 
proof the DOJ (Depart-
ment of Justice) believes 
it has showing that Mr. 
Trump had not declassi-
fied the documents,” Fox 
told Reuters.

On social media, Patel 
said the fact his name was 
left unredacted was evi-
dence of “politicization by 
DOJ at its finest.

The newly released 
documents showed how 
Trump’s attorneys tried 
to downplay the depart-
ment’s concerns about the 
records.

“Any attempt to impose 
criminal liability on a Pres-
ident or former President 
that involves his actions 
with respect to documents 
marked classified would 
implicate grave constitu-
tional separation-of-pow-
ers issues,” Trump’s attor-
ney Evan Corcoran wrote 
in a May 25 letter to a Jus-
tice Department official.

                           Xinhua

Guochao - a fashion trend 
translated as “China-chic” has 
swept through Chinese consum-
ers, especially the younger ones, 
as they are gaining more confi-
dence in “made in China” prod-
ucts.

The trend is seen in many as-
pects today, including music, 
art, construction, furniture, cos-
tumes, food and other everyday 
commodities.

According to a May report is-
sued by the Chinese Academy of 
Social Sciences, around 90 per-
cent of Chinese consumers were 
optimistic about the future de-
velopment of Chinese products. 

A survey released by McKinsey 
& Company also indicated that 
Chinese enterprises are mak-
ing huge efforts to upgrade the 
quality, performance and value 
of their products, and Chinese 
brands are a choice for nearly 
1/3 of the consumers when they 
select high-end products.

Wei Jing, who works in media, 
is an enthusiast of Hanfu, the 
traditional clothing of the Han 
ethnic group. She’s also a plan-
ner of a Hanfu gala, a renowned 
online show among Hanfu en-
thusiasts worldwide aired dur-
ing every Chinese New Year. So 
far, the gala has been staged for 
12 years.

In 2010, when Hanfu was still 
unfamiliar to many people, a 
group of Hanfu lovers decided 
to host a big gala themed on the 
traditional Chinese costume to 
celebrate the Chinese New Year 
with people who share the same 
passion all over the world. The 
gala received over 300,000 on-
line views this year. 

The costume, which has de-
veloped from a niche item to a 
widely accepted matter, mirrors 
the ongoing trend of Guochao, a 
vogue that combines traditional 
Chinese cultures and modern 
lifestyles.

China sees rising passion for Guochao consumption

A woman buys beauty products inspired by cultural relics collected in the Palace Museum in a mall in Shapingba district, southwest China’s 
Chongqing municipality, Oct. 4, 2021. File photo 

MOSCOW

US diplomats abroad have been 
focusing on moves to ignite new 
hotspots around the world, Russian 
Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Ma-
ria Zakharova wrote on her Telegram 
channel on Saturday.

Commenting on US Ambassador 
to Japan Rahm Emanuel’s interviews 
with a number of media outlets, 
Zakharova said the American dip-
lomat had made it clear “what US 
envoys around the world have been 
busy with” and revealed the essence 
of instructions he and his counter-
parts had been receiving from the US 
Department of State. Promoting US-
style “commercial diplomacy” is top 
on American diplomats’ agenda, she 
said.

“This has to do with blatant po-
litical motivation and ideologization 
for what used to be pure exchange 
relationships. The goal is to damage 
its [the United States’] satellites’ eco-
nomic contacts with China as much as 
possible,” Zakharova noted.

Such “commercial diplomacy” 
comes with coercion and threats, 
she added. “Emanuel <…> proudly 
declared that the Japanese are ready 
to pay more to avoid sanctions and 
instability,” Zakharova said. She de-
nounced this as blackmail for at-
tracting billions worth of Japanese 

investment in US strategic research, 
technology and production projects.

According to Zakharova, encour-
aging militarization and fueling new 
tensions comes third on the US dip-
lomatic agenda. “Emanuel lauded the 
proposal put forward by Japanese 
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida to sig-
nificantly boost both the country’s 
defense budget and its military poten-
tial,” she remarked.

“So, the essence of US `diplomacy’ 
today comes down to igniting ten-
sions around the world, promoting 
the United States as a guarantor of 
stability and pumping vital resources 
and technologies out of their satel-
lites,” Zakharova concluded.

			   Agencies

Russian diplomat denounces US `diplomatic’ 
efforts to fuel tensions across globe 

HOUSTON

A woman carrying a fetus without a 
skull but denied abortion protested at 
the State Capitol of southern U.S. state 
of Louisiana on Friday, calling for the 
change of the state law.

On the steps of the State Capitol in 
Baton Rouge, the capital city of Loui-
siana, Nancy Davis, franked by her 
extended family and lawyers, said at a 
press conference that Governor John 
Bel Edwards and the state’s lawmakers 
should convene a special session to 
change the state’s trigger laws on abor-
tion as soon as possible so as to make 
it clarified. 

The 36-year-old Baton Rouge wom-
an said she was denied an abortion 
by the Woman’s Hospital, where she 
received the diagnosis of acrania for 
the then 10-week fetus, a fatal and rare 
condition in which there is no skull. 
She is now 15 weeks pregnant.

Doctors from the hospital seemed 
“confused about the law and afraid of 
what would happen to them” even af-
ter they told her she should terminate 
the pregnancy in early August, said 
Davis, nearing tears. 

She was told that if she brought the 
pregnancy to full term and gave birth, 
the baby would likely survive for a 
very short amount of time, possibly 
several minutes to a week. “Basically, 
they said I had to carry my baby to 
bury my baby,” Davis said.

 “They seemed confused about the 
law and afraid of what would happen 
to them.” “This has truly been an emo-
tional rollercoaster,” she said.

Davis and her partner, Shedric Cole, 
said they see it as their duty to end the 
pregnancy rather than bring a baby 
into the world to watch it suffer and 
die within minutes to days. 

The couple already have three chil-
dren between them, aged 1, 13 and 16 
respectively, local media reported. 
“Being a mother starts when your 
baby is in the womb,” said Davis. 

“As a mother, even though the baby 
isn’t here, it’s still my responsibility to 
have my baby’s best interest at heart.” 
“Speaker of the House, Senate Presi-
dent, come back from your August 
vacations and make sure that these 
vague laws are actually clear so that 
other women are spared the mental 
anguish, the mental torment, that Ms. 
Nancy Davis is having to endure,” said 
her lawyer Ben Crump, a veteran civil 
rights and personal injury attorney. 

“Ms. Davis was among the first wom-
en to be caught in the crosshairs of 
confusion due to Louisiana’s rush to 
restrict abortion, but she will hardly 
be the last,” Crump said. The state law-
makers’ next regular session is sched-
uled for April 2023.

In response, Michelle McCalope, 
the Louisiana Department of Health 
press secretary, told local media outlet 
NOLA in an email that the state law is 
“clear and unambiguous” and the de-
partment “has complied with its legal 
obligations.” 

The state’s near-all abortion ban, 
only except to save the life or life-
sustaining organs of the mother, went 
into effect immediately after U.S. Su-
preme Court’s decision in June which 
overturned the 1973 Roe v. Wade rul-
ing that had established a constitu-
tional right to abortion. 

However, the state has a list of con-
ditions a fetus can be diagnosed with 
that are exceptions to the law, includ-
ing 24 conditions and one broader ex-
ception for a fetus that is incompatible 
with life, as determined by two physi-
cians, the NOLA reported, which has 
resulted in a confusion surrounding 
the abortion ban and exceptions the 
state has outlined for “medically fu-
tile” pregnancies. 

If a doctor performs an illegal abor-
tion in Louisiana, they could face up to 
15 years in prison, according to local 
media reports. Davis said she plans to 
travel to North Carolina next week for 
a “medically necessary” abortion. 

Woman carrying fetus without skull protests 
after abortion denial in US Louisiana

Both time-honored and new brands in Chi-
na are digging into the traditional Chinese 
culture to make new creations, such as oil-
paper umbrellas manufactured with ancient 
and modern techniques, fans developed 
with intangible cultural heritage skills, and 
3D curved mobile phone covers made from 
ceramic that takes dozens of procedures and 
over 100 hours to build.

Besides, the Seagull company, a time-
honored Chinese watch manufacturer, has 
launched a product that features Hufu, or 
tiger tally, which was used as a proof of au-
thorization in ancient China. 

The trend of China-chic in consumption 
and cultural performance reflects an ongo-
ing change of the Chinese in aesthetic and 
cultural appreciation, as well as a big im-
provement in their cultural confidence.

The lifestyles and consumption values of 
the younger generation accelerated the rise 
of Guochao. According to a recent report is-

sued by xinhuanet.com, China’s Gen Z (peo-
ple born from 1995 to 2009) has contributed 
74 percent of the Guochao consumption. 
Statistics from an online shopping app also 
showed that in 2020, young consumers’ pas-
sion for Guochao products increased more 
than ten times compared to the previous year.

“The makeup is so cool that I look like a 
character in the mural.” Chen Chen, a selfie 
lover from a Beijing university, recently tried 
on a selfie app. 

The app is equipped with an augmented re-
ality (AR) makeup filter inspired by a mural in 
a cave of the Mogao Grottoes, a 1,600-year-old 
UNESCO World Heritage site in Dunhuang, 
northwest China’s Gansu province. Drawing 
inspiration from the colors in the mural, the 
filter injects profound cultural connotation 
into modern aesthetics.

To pursue creative transition and innova-
tive development of the traditional Chinese 
culture with the help of modern technology 

is an important trend in the 
development of Guochao, 
said Jin Yuanpu, head of a 
research center for cultural 
and creative industries at 
Renmin University of Chi-
na.

At present, artificial in-
telligence, virtual reality, 
AR, metaverse and other 
new technology concepts 
are seeping into the design, 
production, publicity and 
consumption of cultural 
products, he noted, sug-
gesting that these technolo-
gies be well exploited to 
build new business models 
and make more innova-
tions of Guochao.

                People’s Daily

ADDIS ABABA

The Ethiopian National Defense 
Forces (ENDF) have been forced to leave 
Kobo city to avoid mass casualties, the 
Ethiopia Government Communications 
Service (EGCS) disclosed on Saturday 
evening.

In a press statement, EGCS said the 
rebel Tigray People’s Liberation Front 
(TPLF) is attacking the city of Kobo in 
many directions. 

The EGCS further accused TPLF of 
embedding its operatives within Kobo 
city, creating a situation that endangers 
the safety of the people inside the city. 
Kobo city, located in the North Wollo 
zone of Amhara regional state is located 
about 25 kilometers south of the war-
scarred Tigray region situated in the 
northernmost part of Ethiopia.

 The Ethiopian government on 

Ethiopian army forced to leave Kobo 
city to avoid mass casualties

Wednesday accused TPLF of resum-
ing fighting. The TPLF, on the other 
hand, accused the federal government 
of starting the attack on its forces.

In a statement, the EGCS said the 
rebel group started fresh attacks on 
different positions on the eastern 
front early Wednesday morning, 
particularly in Bisober, Zobil, and 
Tekulesh areas.  

Humanitarian aid flow only re-
sumed recently to the Tigray region 
after the federal government and reb-
el forces agreed to a conditional ces-
sation of hostilities. Ethiopia, Africa’s 
second most populous nation, has 
seen a devastating conflict between 
government-allied troops and forces 
loyal to the TPLF since November 
2020, which has left millions in urgent 
need of humanitarian assistance.
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How digital technologies changed sports 
from leisure to money-making opportunities 

 By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

W
ITH sports hav-
ing been popu-
lar among many 
people for years, 

digital technology is unlocking 
unprecedented opportunities for 
growth in the sports industry, of-
fering the potential to draw fans 
closer through innovative and 
customized experiences. 

To capitalize on this opportu-
nity, however, digital technology 
will need to be embedded in every 
aspect of the business, transform-
ing people, processes, and tech-
nology.

The rise in popularity faces 
the rise of challenges and adver-
sity, despite playing big roles and 
changing sports from leisure and 
entertainment to reliable business 
activities.

There is no question that tech-
nology has transformed and will 
continue to transform businesses 
across all industries, radically al-
tering both customer experience 
and the inner workings of orga-
nizations. The sports industry in 
particular is undergoing upheaval 
and digital technology is unlock-
ing unprecedented opportunities 
for growth.

To fully capitalize on those op-
portunities, however, sports orga-
nizations will likely need a digital 
overhaul.

Doing a digital overhaul is fur-
ther not enough, they will have to 
embed digital technology in every 
aspect of the business, transform-
ing people, processes, and tech-
nology.

Members of the sports frater-
nity should hardly take organiza-
tional transformation easily.

With significant opportunities 
that exist for sports organizations, 
such an undertaking is worth con-
sidering.

The induction of digital technol-
ogies into the sports sector has not 
only brought the world closer but 
also became a potential economic 
activity whereby people make a 
lot of money in online television, 
social media, online betting, elec-
tronic ticketing, and many more.

For instance, popular outfits 
and sports organizations across 
the world own online televisions 
and social media platforms that 

keep updating each news feed and 
events happening in the clubs.

Such activities include clubs’ 
registration procedures, transfer 
of players, and many more hence 
such sides’ fanatics are following 
the events.

Many fans connect with their 
favorite teams through social me-
dia, a situation that puts pressure 
on teams to constantly keep up-
dating their Facebook timelines 
and Twitter feeds. 

Likewise, venues must also keep 
up with the pace given the failure 
to, for instance, have wifi can be a 
major turn-off for fans who want 
to stay connected throughout the 
encounters.

Thus, if teams are not proactive 
with social media and do not have 
what it takes to entice fans with 
modern technology, fans will sim-
ply neither follow them nor go to 
games in person.

For this reason, sports organiza-
tions have strategically leveraged 
digital media to build direct con-
nections with fans.

One way is to partner with 
broadcasters to master content 
across multiple channels which 
also allows for a wealth of real-
time marketing opportunities. 

Ultimately, digital optimization 
of content across platforms will 
help broaden the content reach 
for the sports organization.

To access that content fans need 
to recharge their handset, laptops, 
tablets, or smartphones with in-
ternet bundles and get connected 
to internet facilities.

With this, telecommunication 
firms, clubs, and communication 
regulatory bodies are increasing 
revenue given in a world where 
big data predominates, sports or-
ganizations can mine fans, and 
data to better understand their 
habits, preferences, and demo-
graphics.

The organizations, ultimately 
unlock new revenue streams by 
reaching fans in innovative ways 
for example by adding new ser-
vices to existing offerings.

They can also use data to im-
prove core business operations, 
build and solidify partner rela-
tionships and even develop en-
tirely new business models.

But perhaps even more compel-
ling is the direct monetization of 
anonymized data through exter-
nal product solutions.

Today, one-third of all compa-
nies are either commercializing 
or sharing their data to create new 
revenue streams.

Ways that sports organizations 
can enter the game include selling 
raw data through an established 
exchange, trading information/
pooling data into a shared util-
ity, selling personal and device ID 
data on ad exchanges, and media 
activation based on customer con-
textual data.

For example in the 2022/23 NBC 
Premier League season, Simba 
SC kits supplier, Vunjabei Group 
Limited owned by businessman 
Fred Ngajiro, made history across 
fanatics platforms in Tanzania by 
becoming the biggest merchan-

dise seller for Msimbazi Street 
club.

With the climax of community 
activities done by Simba SC, nick-
named ‘Simba Day’, for this sea-
son, about to take place, the club’s 
followers had no reliable informa-
tion on the availability of kits from 
either Vunjabei Group Limited or 
Simba SC management.

Immediately after Vunjabei 
Group Limited’s owner posted 
photos of the kits’ arrival at Ju-
lius Nyerere International Air-
port ( JNIA), Simba SC supporters 
thronged the firm’s shop located 
at Sinza to buy jerseys ahead of 
‘Simba Day’.

The supporter queued to pur-
chase jerseys they could wear, just 
a day before ‘Simba Day’ which 
took place at Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium. 

Shorts video clips and still pho-
tos of the incident were trending 
fast on social media platforms, 
and their widespread exposure on 
social media feeds on local and in-
ternational media outlets yielded 
a lot of money through internet 
bundles, with many copies of 
newspapers covering the incident 
having been sold.

Furthermore, supporters’ appe-
tite for good jerseys had financial 
benefits for clubs for two reasons.

First, jerseys’ sales trended high 
within a short time, particularly 
kits with names of popular foot-
ballers.

Second, it serves as a perfect 
poster for the main sponsor ad-
vertising its service for myriad so-
cial causes which run deeper than 
the shirt’s fabric. 

With that in mind, an increas-
ing number of clubs and charities 
have been utilizing such tech-
nologies and new kits designed to 
draw attention to various issues in 
sports because kits are a ubiqui-
tous presence in today’s world not 
only in stadia but also in popular 
culture and fashion.

The rise of smartphones and 
tablets may have contributed to 
a decrease in attendance in live 
matches in stadiums, as more peo-
ple switch to live streams.

For example now more than 
ever, the sports industry is faced 
with an uphill battle of finding 
ways to entice millennials to at-
tend games.

Dar es Salaam junior basketballers put their skills to show at Jakaya Kikwete 
Youth Park’s court yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

By Yusuph Yasin, TUDARCo

THIS season’s NBC Premier League 
started on August 13, and it seems to be 
so competitive due to the preparations 
done by all clubs participating in the 
league.

The showpiece has witnessed partici-
pating sides take part in two rounds of 
duels before a brief rest to pave way for 
Tanzania’s national football squad ‘Taifa 
Stars’ spell in the first round of African 
Nations Championship qualifiers.

Despite the NBC Premier League 
outfits’ preparation aiming at notching 
good results in the showpiece, a few out-
fits are deemed as strong title contend-
ers.

The clubs are Simba SC, Yanga as well 
as Ihefu SC, and Singida Big Stars FC 
which won promotion to the domes-
tic top flight after battling it out in the 
2021/22 Championship and garnering 
the showpiece’s top two places.

Much as most clubs in NBC Premier 
League have already showcased impres-
sive displays, shortcomings are frustrat-
ing better organization of the show-
down.

Such shortcomings include facilities, 
most stadiums in Tanzania are not in 
good condition, prompting Tanzania 
Premier League Board to direct the fa-
cilities’ owners to renovate the grounds.

Another big problem hindering better 
organization of the top flight is referees’ 
mistakes, a chronic shortcoming yet to 
be dealt with.

After two rounds of ties, most Premier 
League enthusiasts are complaining 
about referees’ decisions which at times 

look like errors.
Although the referees have participat-

ed in several seminars, poor officiating 
is persisting.

Local football followers and clubs are 
complaining about unprofessional con-
duct done by some players that have 
gone unnoticed.

The national football governing body 
has hardly taken action against such 
conduct.

One unprofessional conduct was in 
view when Simba SC came up against 
age-old rival Yanga in the Community 
Shield clash that took place in Dar es Sa-
laam early this month.

Simba SC’s center-back Henock Inon-
ga committed a dangerous foul on Yan-
ga midfielder Salum Abubakar midway 
through the match.

The duel’s referee Elly Sasii ended up 
showing Inonga a yellow card, much to 
the disappointment of several Yanga 
performers.

Coastal Union’s midfielder Mtenje 
Juma also made a reckless lunge on Yan-
ga’s center-back, Yannick Bangala, as the 
clubs locked horns in a top-flight clash 
that took place on August 20. 

The clash’s referee Raphael Ikambi 
simply opted to show Juma a yellow card 
for what was deemed to be an obvious 
reckless play that merited a red card. 

Such decisions by match officials 
make soccer fanatics express doubts 
over the Premier League organization.

Participating teams’ owners have in-
vested in the sides, therefore clubs de-
serve to get results depending on the 
preparations they had embarked on.

TFF yet to address referees’ mistakes 
in 2022/23 NBC Premier League

Namungo FC gaffer set to change attacking tactics
By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

NAMUNGO FC’s head coach 
Honour Janza has made it clear 
that the side’s new signing Con-
golese attacker Alidor Kayembe 
will be his first-choice striker in 
this season’s top flight.

Kayembe, former Zambia’s 
Red Arrows attacker, lifted the 
Zambian Premier League tro-
phy with the side in the 2021/22 
season.

The goal-getter scored eight 
goals to end behind the show-
down’s top goal scorer Ricky 
Banda who finished with 16 
goals.

Janza noted despite the good 
performance shown by his out-
fit’s forward Reliants Lusajo, 
now leading Premier League 
goal scorer with three, he be-
lieves he can field two forwards.

“I have done that even be-
fore Kayembe came, Lusajo’s 

good aspect is that he can play 
in many areas on the field and 
he scores goals. When I start 
using both depending on those 
changes, I target to increase 
creativity up front,” the Zam-
bian coach revealed. 

The coach pointed out: “Kay-
embe has obtained all permits 
that allow him to start playing 
in the country but I will not use 
him quickly because he is still 
a stranger and I want to ensure 

he enters the system slowly.”
Janza added that Kayembe 

will start getting several min-
utes to play in upcoming league 
fixtures before picking pace 
and making a full appearance 
in the competition and Federa-
tion Cup fixtures as the tacti-
cian did for other foreign stars 
in the side.  The footballers are 
Ghanaian defender Emmanuel 
Asante from Bechem United 
and the defensive midfielder 

from Togo, Seidou Blandja, a 
footballer recruited from Es-
watini’s Mbabane Swallows. 
Kayembe’s arrival comes after 
Namungo FC parted ways with 
Congolese striker David Molin-
ga who joined the club after 
plying his trade in Zambia with 
giant Zesco United.

Zesco United which lifted 
the 2020/21 Zambia Premier 
League title, had signed Molin-
ga, a muscular attacker with 

extensive experience in Tanza-
nia’s football having earlier had 
an impressive stint with Yanga.

Molinga scored 13 goals for 
Tanzania’s Premier League gi-
ant across all competitions dur-
ing the 2019/20 season.

Namungo FC is lately under 
the experienced Janza, the 
62-year-old former Zambia’s 
senior national team gaffer that 
took over Chipolopolo in 2014.

He was the national squad’s 

gaffer at the 2015 Africa Cup of 
Nations and criticized his play-
ers following a 2-1 defeat in a 
match against Tunisia.

In March 2015 the Football 
Association of Zambia an-
nounced that it was seeking a 
foreign replacement for Janza.

Janza stated he felt ‘betrayed’ 
by the federation, he was re-
placed by caretaker coach 
George Lwandamina in June 
2015.

Tanzanian visual artist Athumani Hamisi popularly known as ‘Ochu’ is pictured with his artwork 
depicting the World Cup trophy, created in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
HAMISI

Dar es Salaam’s Seventh Day Adventist Church choir’s singers in action during the launch one-week camp meeting coordinated by the church at Mbezi Luis in the city yes-
terday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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 Gwiji by David Chikoko

NEW YORK

SERENA and Venus Williams are getting their Sister 
Act back together for doubles at the U.S. Open.

The American siblings, who have won two of their 14 
women’s doubles Grand Slam titles at Flushing Mead-
ows, were given a wild-card entry by the U.S. Tennis As-
sociation on Saturday, making it their first tournament 
as a team in more than four years.

Serena announced this month that she is preparing to 
end her playing career and, while she did not explicitly 
say  the U.S. Open  would be her final event, she has 
indicated it will be.

Serena, who turns 41 next month, and Venus, who 
turned 42 in June, won women’s doubles champion-
ships at the U.S. Open in 1999 — the year Serena won her 
first major singles trophy at age 17 in New York — and 
2009.

Their other Grand Slam triumphs in doubles: six at 
Wimbledon, four at the Australian Open and two at the 
French Open. The most recent came at the All England 
Club in 2016.

They’ve also won three doubles gold medals at the 
Olympics.

That’s all aside from their combined total of 30 major 
trophies in singles — 23 for Serena, and seven for Venus.

The sisters have not competed anywhere in doubles 
as a pairing since losing in the third round of the French 
Open in June 2018. 

Since then, each Williams has entered two doubles 
events with other partners.

For Serena, one was with Caroline Wozniacki in Janu-
ary 2020, and the other with Ons Jabeur this June — that 
came in Eastbourne, England, in a grass-court tune-up 
ahead of Wimbledon. That marked Serena’s return to 
competition after nearly a full year away from the tour.

She has gone 1-3 in singles in 2022, including a first-
round loss at Wimbledon in June, and said less than 
three weeks ago that “the countdown has begun” to the 
close of her time as a professional player so she can fo-
cus on having another child and on her business inter-
ests.

For Venus, the first doubles event since 2018 was with 
Harriet Dart in June 2019, and the other was with Ameri-
can teenager Coco Gauff at last year’s French Open. In 
singles, Venus was off the tour for nearly a year until re-
turning at a tournament in Washington this month.

Other women’s doubles teams receiving wild cards 
from the USTA on Saturday were Sophie Chang and An-
gela Kulikov, Robin Montgomery and CoCo Vandewe-
ghe, Katrina Scott and Elizabeth Mandlik, Peyton Stea-
rns and Ashlyn Krueger, Hailey Baptiste and Whitney 
Osuigwe, and Clervie Ngounoue and Reese Brantmeier.

Men’s doubles wild cards went to Brandon Holt — who 
qualified in singles on Friday and whose mother, Tracy 
Austin, won singles titles at the U.S. Open in 1979 and 
1981 — and Govind Nanda, NCAA champion Ben Shelton 
and Chris Eubanks, Nicholas Monroe and Keegan Smith, 
Max Schnur and Hunter Reese, Alex Michelsen and Se-
bastian Gorzny, Robert Galloway and Alex Lawson, and 
Nicholas Godsick and Ethan Quinn.

Meanwhile, Arriving at the U.S. Open site in a tourna-
ment courtesy vehicle for the first time this year, Emma 
Raducanu was struck by the memory that hit her from 
last year’s last trip to Flushing Meadows: the ride to Ar-
thur Ashe Stadium on the morning of the final against 
another unseeded teenager, Leylah Fernandez.

“I felt so car sick. I just blamed it on being ‘car sick,’ 
but I think I was a bit nervous, too. The whole car jour-
ney, my head was in my hands. I was, like, ‘What’s going 
on?’” said Raducanu, who is seeded 11th this time and 
will begin her title defense in Louis Armstrong Stadium 
against Alize Cornet at night on Tuesday, Day 2 of the 
hard-court Grand Slam event.

“As soon as I got out of the car,” the British player said, 
“I just promised myself, ‘Look, you just fake it. Do what-
ever you can.’ And it worked well that day.”

In the 50 weeks since culminating her out-of-nowhere 
run — age of 18, rank of No. 150, her second appearance 
at a major, the only person to go through qualifying 
rounds along the way to becoming a Slam champion — 
Raducanu has dealt with the challenges presented by 
sudden success in tennis.

She’s cycled through one coach after another (Dmitry 
Tursunov is with her in New York). She’s lost in the sec-
ond round at each major in 2022. 

Her record since last year’s U.S. Open is 15-18.
Kim Clijsters, who lost the 2001 French Open final the 

day after her 18th birthday and would wait more than 
four years until winning her first Grand Slam title, re-
called what was on her mind while watching Raduca-
nu’s big moment in New York.

“There’s like a little mother instinct that kicks in, a sort 
of worry about: ‘OK, hopefully she can keep it all under 
control. And hopefully England doesn’t go too crazy. 
And hopefully she can focus on her development.’ Be-
cause it was all so unusual, right? Normally you see 
players kind of gradually work their way up the rank-
ings,” said Clijsters, now 39 and a parent. “It’s a different 
process that she’s going through. How quickly your life 
changes. Not just your life, but also people around you 
change. It’s so much to take with you and to learn.”

But Clijsters, who finished with four major trophies 
and was appointed honorary president of the Interna-
tional Tennis Hall of Fame this week, is not concerned 
about Raducanu’s future.

It’s early, of course, and there is plenty of time for her 
to adjust and adapt and add to her accomplishments.

“People ask me about her and they think it’s the end of 
the world what she’s going through right now. She’s 19. 
She’s fine. She’s a hard worker, wants to keep improving. 
It’s good to just let her develop, because winning the U.S. 
Open doesn’t mean that she’s going to be in the semis or 
later of every Grand Slam onwards,” Clijsters said. “It’s 
almost like that was a peak and now it’s back to the pro-
cess.”

AP

Serena, Venus Williams get US 
Open doubles wild-card entry

Klopp: 9-0 Reds didn’t want to humiliate Bournemouth
LONDON

LIVERPOOL boss Jur-
gen Klopp said he didn’t 
want to “humiliate”  Bour-
nemouth  after his team’s 
Premier League record-
equalling 9-0 victory on 
Saturday.

Klopp had called 
for a reaction from his 
side after being held 
to draws against  Ful-
ham and Crystal Palace as 
well as a defeat to  Man-
chester United on Monday. 

Responding, Liverpool 
netted five goals in the 
first half -- including two in 
the first 10 minutes of the 
match -- and topped it off 
with four more goals in the 
second half, with six play-
ers on the scoresheet.

“We scored wonderful 
goals. The game settled 
and we kept scoring. It was 
about keep going,” Klopp 
said after the match.

“Not to humiliate Bour-
nemouth, we couldn’t re-
spect them more. It’s about 
putting the opponent un-
der pressure.

“I could bring on the 
kids, they deserve it so 
much.  Harvey [Elliott]  is 
a special player, wonderful 
goal. Everything was per-
fect pretty much.”

The result leaves Liver-
pool eighth in the table af-
ter they picked up just two 
points from their first three 
fixtures.

Liverpool will face New-

castle, who are undefeat-
ed so far this season, on 
Wednesday evening.

“It’s important to get it 
off the chest and play foot-
ball. Wednesday [against 
Newcastle] will be differ-
ent,” Klopp added.

“Today the mix of great 
weather and fantastic foot-
ball, we don’t have that 
often at Liverpool, so we 
should cherish it.

“At least we don’t have to 
answer the question any-
more [about not winning]. 
A really good day for us. We 
won’t get carried away.

“If we want to be suc-
cessful in this league, we 
have to show consistency. 
That’s what we have to do 
now. That used to be our 
strength. We’ll watch New-
castle tomorrow and see 
what we can do against 
them.”

Meanwhile, Pep Guar-
diola accused  Manchester 
City  of being “soft” de-
spite  Erling Haaland  in-
spiring a second-half 
comeback to beat  Crystal 
Palace 4-2.

Haaland scored a 19-min-
ute hat trick as City battled 
back from 2-0 down at the 
Etihad Stadium on Satur-
day. 

Guardiola was full of 
praise for Haaland but said 
afterwards he is concerned 
after watching his team go 
two goals down in four of 
their last six league games 
stretching back to last sea-

What is the Cristiano Ronaldo end game? Could 
he tolerate being the ultimate super sub? 

Manchester United’s Cristiano Ronaldo receives medical attention, during the English Premier League 
match between Southampton and Manchester United, at St Mary’s Stadium, Southampton, England, 
Saturday, Aug. 27, 2022. (AP)

 By Ryan O’Hanlon, ESPN.com 
writer

T
HERE are a 
bunch of amaz-
ing things 
about  Cristiano 

Ronaldo’s debut for  Man-
chester United. First off: 
that it happened 19 years 
ago.  These highlights are 
old enough  to buy a pack 
of cigarettes, invest in 
some AMC stock and slice 
up a pound of processed 
meat at the grocery store.

Then there’s how stiff 
everyone else looks. Com-
pared to Ronaldo, gliding 
up and down the field at 
any angle he wants, Diego 
Forlan looks like he’s play-
ing in a full-body cast. At 
one point, Ruud van Nistel-
rooy, faced with a ball sud-
denly moving at a pace and 
trajectory he has never 
seen before, kind of just 
closes his eyes and hopes 
for the best, ultimately 
smacking his header di-
rectly into the ground. Af-
ter Ronaldo beats three 
defenders in an effort to 
secure a lane for a simple 
back pass, Wes Brown 
slices a clearance into the 
stands with his big toe.

Soccer would change 
drastically over the next 
two decades, with Ron-
aldo at the vanguard of its 
evolution toward a faster-
paced game that demand-
ed, at the highest level, a 
combination of elite ath-
leticism and technical abil-
ity. It used to be that you 
could get by with one or 
the other -- not anymore. 
Watching those highlights 
today, it looks like someone 
from 2014 first built a time 
machine and then used it 
to go back to 2003 because 
he was fed up with hearing 
all the ex-United players 
in the English media talk-
ing about how great their 
teams were.

But that’s not No. 1 on my 
personal scale of amaze-
ment. No, the most amaz-

ing thing about Ronaldo’s 
debut is that he didn’t at-
tempt a single shot.

Per the site FBref, he has 
since put 1,440 shots on 
target. We don’t have total 
shots data going back that 
far, but Stats Perform has it 
for all of Europe’s five big-
gest league leagues starting 
in 2010. Since then, Ron-
aldo has attempted 2,429 
shots; Lionel Messi (2,023) 
is the only other player 
above 2,000;  Robert Le-
wandowski  (1,530) is the 
only other one above 1,500.

While he started off as 
the unstoppable, omni-
directional winger who’d 
beat his man, then another 
man, and then another man 
before bending a dipping 
cross onto a striker’s head, 
Ronaldo’s game steadily 
evolved toward one point: 
the shot. He shaved off 
his inefficiencies, stopped 
dropping deep into his 
own third, got rid of some 
of the step-overs, forgot 
about beating full-backs to 
the end line and devoted 
his entire game toward 
getting as many shots as 
humanly possible because 
that led to getting as many 
goals as humanly possible. 

And getting as many goals 
as humanly possible led 
to five Champions League 
titles and five Ballon d’Or 
awards.

But ultimately, it all led 
to where we are right now: 
Ronaldo scored more goals 
than  Harry Kane  last sea-
son, and nobody seems to 
want him.

We are in the age of the 
super-athlete, where play-
ers persist well into their 
30s and continue to domi-
nate the games they domi-
nated early in their 20s. 
There’s Tom Brady, Aaron 
Rodgers, LeBron James, 
Sue Bird, Roger Federer 
and on and on. It’s a real 
thing; the new training 
paradigm -- diet, recovery 
and mobility above all else 
-- has extended the careers 
of the best athletes in the 
world.

It’s happening in soccer, 
too. The past five Ballon 
d’Or winners have all been 
30 or older, and the likely 
next winner, Karim Benze-
ma, had the best season of 
his life at age 34. From 1977 
through 2002, none of the 
winners was older than 30.

Ronaldo, of course, plays 
his part in all that, winning 

two of his five awards post-
30. But, well, now he’s 37 
-- more “almost 40” than 
“over 30.”Amazingly, over 
the past decade, 27 outfield 
players have played more 
minutes after turning 35 
than Ronaldo has across 
the Big Five leagues. De-
spite that, he leads them 
all in goals, with 59. But 
it’s worth considering the 
names that come after him:
l	 2. Fabio Quagliarella, 

57
l	 3. Luca Toni, 56
l	 4. Antonio Di Natale, 54
l	 5.  Zlatan Ibrahimovic, 

46
l	 6. Jorge Molina, 44
l	 7. Francesco Totti, 43
l	 8. Aritz Aduriz, 35
l	 9. Claudio Pizarro, 30

That’s a list of once-great 
cult heroes who wound 
things down by banging in 
a few for a mid-table side; 
Totti, a one-club hero; 
Zlatan, a one-Zlatan Zlatan. 
While Ronaldo doesn’t 
seem interested in the first 
role, he’s out of luck with 
the second, and I’m not re-
ally sure he’d want the third 
one, either. While Zlatan 
is doing the two things it 
seems Ronaldo wants to 
be doing -- winning legend-

making titles and playing 
in the Champions League 
-- he also already has gone 
to MLS and come back. 
Despite his outsized pres-
ence, Zlatan started just 11 
games in Milan’s Scudetto-
winning season last year, 
and came off the bench in 
just 12 more.

Zlatan was a sub more 
than a starter, and if Ronal-
do wants to help his teams 
win titles still, that’s prob-
ably what he should be. He 
has sanded his game down 
to the point where he still 
gets a bunch of shots and 
still scores goals, but he 
doesn’t really do much else. 
As a starter, that might’ve 
still been OK for a top team 
five or 10 years ago, when 
games simply tended to be 
won by whichever team 
took the most shots. But 
his own manager even sug-
gested as much: if a team is 
going to be good enough to 
win the Champions League 
in 2022, its attackers need 
to be constantly contribut-
ing -- on both sides of the 
ball.

“We know [Liverpool] are 
a really good team and you 
need to press them,” Erik 
ten Hag said after United’s 
recent 2-1 win over their 
rivals. “You have to do that 
out of a block and need en-
ergy, that is why we went 
with [Marcus] Rashford, 
[ Jadon] Sancho, [Anthony] 
Elanga.” 

It worked, despite United 
having just 29% of the pos-
session over the 90 min-
utes. You’d imagine that 
against worse teams, the 
ability of the forwards to 
press will be even more im-
portant. And over the past 
365 days, Ronaldo ranks 
dead last in pressures (6.61 
per 90) among all forwards 
in the Big Five leagues.

If you strip out all the 
context, it’s pretty easy to 
envision Ronaldo being an 
incredible “final-30-minute 
striker” for a top team, 
coming off the bench when 

his team is chasing a game 
and being able to max 
out his physical capacity 
since he’s only going to be 
out there for half an hour. 
There’s no doubt that the 
per-90 pressure number 
would increase significant-
ly, and with the five-sub 
rule, an increased game 
load and a midseason 
World Cup, there’s both 
more room and more need 
for this kind of consistent 
off-the-bench role than 
ever before.

Of course, the context is 
that this is Cristiano Freak-
ing Ronaldo, a person with 
his own selfie app, his own 
museum and his own of-
ficial “glass” sponsor. Per 
the estimates from  FBref, 
he’s the highest-paid play-
er in the Premier League, 
and the fifth-highest-paid 
player in the world. That’s 
not backup striker money; 
it’s could-easily-win-the-
Ballon-d’Or money. Yet 
Ronaldo just isn’t that play-
er anymore, though. He 
was No. 30 in our Premier 
League rankings, and his 
past two clubs have gotten 
worse, not better, after he 
showed up.

The other option would 
be to play for a mid-table 
team, where his lack of im-
pact in all other phases of 
the game wouldn’t matter 
as much as his ability to 
score 15 to 20 goals. He’d 
be amazing for  West Ham 
United  or  Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers; there’s 
also no way he wants to 
ever play for West Ham or 
Wolves. He wants to leave 
Old Trafford because he 
wants to play in the Cham-
pions League.

Manchester United don’t 
fit his plans anymore, and 
it’s becoming increasingly 
clear that he doesn’t fit 
theirs, either. But there’s 
just one problem with all 
this: what Ronaldo wants 
might not be what anyone 
else needs.

son.
“We have to improve,” 

Guardiola said. “We are 
soft in some departments. 
There are parts we need 
to be in the competition 
more. The Premier League 
doesn’t wait. When you are 
waiting a while it is diffi-
cult.”

The goals were Haaland’s 
first at the Etihad follow-
ing his summer move 
from Borussia Dortmund.

The 22-year-old 
has already found 
the net against  West 
Ham  and  Newcastle  this 
season to get off to a flying 
start at his new club.

“It is important for him 
to get goals,” Guardiola 
added, who also had  Ber-
nardo Silva  on the score 
sheet.

“He has the sense to 
score goals. The third one, 
to have the quality to be 
strong then put the ball in 
the net. The space depends 
on the movement of the 
opponents. You have to 
be patient and have more 
runners, it gives him more 
space.”

Haaland, meanwhile, is 
just the fourth player to 
score six goals or more 
in his first four Premier 
League appearances af-
ter  Diego Costa, Sergio 
Aguero and Mick Quinn.

“These games are why 
I’m here, to turn things 
around when there are dif-
ficult times,” Haaland said.

“In the end it was about 
small adjustments. We 
were almost there some-
times in the first half so it 

was about getting it done. 
This is what we do. It’s a 
good feeling.”

Meanwhile, Erik ten 
Hag continues to insist he 
expects  Cristiano Ron-
aldo will stay at Manches-
ter United this season and 
vowed he will be content 
if the club do not bring in 
a striker before Thursday’s 
transfer deadline.

United secured back-to-
back victories for the first 
time since February on Sat-
urday as Bruno Fernandes’ 
55th-minute volley was 
enough to earn a 1-0 win a

For the second consecu-
tive game, Ronaldo started 
on the bench and had only 
a peripheral impact as a 
68th-minute substitute.

The 37-year-old is be-
lieved to be keen on leav-

ing United for a club in 
the Champions League 
with Napoli the latest club 
sounded out by Ronaldo’s 
agent Jorge Mendes over a 
possible move.

However, asked whether 
Ronaldo had played his 
last game for United, Ten 
Hag reiterated his belief 
the Portuguese star will re-
main at Old Trafford.

“We plan with him,” Ten 
Hag said. “So we want him 
to stay. That’s what we 
want. I hope [he stays].”

United are expected to 
sign at least one player 
before the window closes 
with talks progressing over 
a deal for Ajax winger Ant-
ony  while they are scour-
ing the market for another 
forward. 

(Agencies)



 

birth in Zanzibar.
The campaign brought to-

gether more than 4,000 par-
ticipants, including high-level 
corporate officers, diplomats, 
development partners, govern-
ment officials, the media, and 
individuals who pledged and 
expressed their willingness to 
help contribute to this cam-
paign through various means 
of aid provision.

Over three years, the ‘Uzazi 
ni Maisha Wogging’ campaign 
aims to collect more than 
1bn/-, including material aid, 
cash, and pledges to provide 
medical equipment and aid for 
safe childbirth.

The campaign will run 
for three years with the 
participation of various 
stakeholders until the goal is 
reached.

The event’s official guest, 
Mwinyi, praised Amref for de-
veloping a unique method and 
invited more stakeholders to 
participate to ensure that they 
become part of the access to 
medical equipment and medi-
cines for safe childbirth in Zan-
zibar.

He said that the large dona-
tions are very important and 
the backing will be directed 
to saving the lives of mothers 
and babies, thereby reduc-
ing deaths during childbirth, 
which can be prevented in the 
Isles.

Mwinyi disclosed: “The num-
ber of deaths resulting from 
reproductive problems that 
directly affect mothers and in-
fants is still high here in Zanzi-
bar, with 267 maternal deaths 
out of 100,000 live births per 
year, and an average of 28 
infant deaths per 1,000 live 
births (based on HMIS 2017 fig-
ures).”

The President stated: “Moth-
er and child services in our 
health centers have many chal-
lenges that contribute to these 
deaths from reproductive 
problems, including the lack of 
medical equipment, medicine, 
and the shortage of health 
workers.”

“I have been informed, 
through this ‘Uzazi ni Maisha’ 
campaign, a total of 28 health 
centers will get medical equip-
ment, which is equal to 40.5% 

of all centers that provide 
mother and child care in the 
villages here in Zanzibar. I en-
courage everyone to strive to 
be part of this good plan and 
bring success to our govern-
ment,” Mwinyi added.

Mwinyi moreover congratu-
lated NBC Bank for collaborat-
ing with Amref Tanzania and 
supporting the important cam-
paign in collaboration with 
the government to reduce the 
number of maternal deaths in 
the Isles.

NBC Bank’s Managing Direc-
tor, Theobald Sabi, emphasized 
that they have a great commit-
ment to improving the health 
of mothers and children.

Sabi revealed: “NBC Bank 
also supports the national 
agenda to improve the health of 
mothers and children through 
the support of mobile clinic 
vans that we have handed over 
to the government through the 
councils of the cities of Unguja 
and Dar es Salaam.”

The institution’s boss noted: 
“Through these clinics, which 
were established in 2020, we 
have managed to reach a total 

of three million beneficiaries 
and all services are provided 
free.”

The NBC Bank boss revealed: 
“The new mobile clinic vans 
that we provided here in 
Zanzibar in 2021 have managed 
to serve more than one and 
a half million mothers and 
children and thus greatly help 
to reduce maternal deaths 
during childbirth.”

 Florence Temu, Resident 
Director of Amref Health Af-
rica Tanzania said: “We, in col-
laboration with NBC Bank and 
Zanzibar’s Ministry of Health 
have prepared the campaign 
‘Motherhood is Wogging Life’, 
with an emphasis on support-
ing access to essential medical 
equipment for safe childbirth 
here in Zanzibar, which is fun-
damental in saving the lives of 
mothers and children, espe-
cially in the five regions of Zan-
zibar that have many cases of 
deaths from childbirth.”

 She stated: “The regions are 
Urban West, North Unguja, 
South Unguja, South Pemba, 
and North Pemba. About 28 
health centers will benefit 
from this fundraiser. Through 
this campaign, Amref hopes to 
raise funds for the next three 
consecutive years (2022-2024) 
to help strengthen this area of 
maternal and child health.”

 The official revealed: “In 
this year 2022, the goals are to 
collect more than 1bn/- (USD 
431,031) to ensure that the five 
identified regions are provided 
with medical equipment and 
medicines.”

 She called on Tanzanians to 
continue to support this good 
plan and be a part of saving 
the next generation, potential 
leaders, and the national trust 
by donating through either the 
mobile phone number 5529421 
or the special wogging charity 
donation’s website, https://
wogging.amref.org/.
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Zanzibar’s President, Hussein Ali Mwinyi (2nd L), hands over a certificate of appreciation to NBC Bank’s Managing 
Director, Theobald Sabi, at a campaign, known as ‘Uzazi ni Maisha Wogging Marathon’, at Sheikh Amani Stadium in 
the Isles yesterday. The institution sponsored the event in collaboration with Amref Health Africa Tanzania and the 
Isles Ministry of Health. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

   By Guardian Correspondent

N
ATIONAL Bank of 
Commerce (NBC), 
in collaboration 
with the Amref 

Health Africa Tanzania 
organization, and Zanzibar’s 
Ministry of Health, yesterday 
conducted the ‘Uzazi ni Maisha 
Wogging Marathon’ campaign 
at Sheikh Amani Stadium in 
Zanzibar.

Zanzibar’s President and 
Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Council, Hussein Ali Mwinyi, 
was the official guest of the 
campaign that involved walk-
ing, short and long-running.

With the slogan, ‘Donate 
Medical Equipment for Safe 
Childbirth’, the campaign is 
focused on providing educa-
tion about the service shortage 
in the health sector and rais-
ing funds to support the gov-
ernment’s efforts in ensuring 
that medical equipment and 
medicines for safe childbirth 
are available in health centers, 
particularly in Zanzibar.

The event aimed at motivat-
ing public institutions, com-
panies and the private sector, 
individuals as well as other 
stakeholders to contribute and 
provide medical equipment 
and medicine for safe child-

By Guardian Correspondent

TANZANIA’s football fans who plan to travel to Qatar 
for the 2022 FIFA World Cup slated for November 
will now be able to book affordable packages that 
will include airport transfers, hotel, as well as flight 
bookings.

Travel Link Tanzania Limited’s Sales and Marketing 
Manager, Fatema Lalji said in Dar es Salaam yesterday 
that travellers who will book with the Dar es Salaam-
based company will fly aboard Qatar Air, Emirates, 
Oman Air, and Fly Dubai.

“This time around our package will not include 
match tickets as FIFA is selling them online. Anyone 
wishing to get the match tickets must purchase them 
directly online,” Fatema said.

The official revealed Travel Links package will cost 
between $2,000 and $5,000 depending on the type of 
hotel, airline, and duration of stay in Doha.

She said Travel Link, an IATA accredited travel 
agency, has already struck deals with the best hotels 
and lodges in Doha and other cities in Qatar where 
this year’s FIFA World Cup will be held in November.

“We advise Tanzanians who want to travel to Qatar 
to start making arrangements now to beat congestion 
which will likely happen as the days draw closer to 
the World Cup tournament,” Fatema noted.

She further stated that local football fans who will 
be booked on Qatar Air will fly directly to Doha while 
those going aboard Emirates, Fly Dubai, and Oman 
Air will transit through Dubai and Muscat.

“We at Travel Link are very well positioned to offer 
local travellers world-class services as some of them 
will remember during the previous World Cups we 
also offered similar services,” the Travel Link Sales 
and Marketing Manager, stated.

 Fatema advised those planning to use Travel 
Link services to visit the company’s offices in Dar es 
Salaam’s city center, Dodoma, Mwanza, and Arusha.

 “Clients can also get in touch with us online by 
visiting our website on www.travellink.co.tz where all 
details are available,” she explained.

 Established in 2005 by Imtiaz Lalji, the firm’s 
Chairman and Managing Director, Travel Link is a 
bonafide member of the Tanzania Society Agents 
(TASOTA) and a member of the Wildlife Conservation 
Society of Tanzania (WCST).

 Travel Link has established strong affiliations 
with all major domestic and international airlines 
operating in Tanzania.

 Their huge volumes of sales to these airlines ensure 
them of their most competitive fares available in the 
market.

 The company negotiates discount contracts on 
behalf of clients with all major airlines operating in 
the country

Dar firm introduces 
travel packages for 
FIFA World Cup Simba Queens are deserved champions, admits Ugandan coach

By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

UGANDA’s She 
Corporates FC head coach 
Charles Ayiekoh admits 
that Tanzania’s Simba 
Queens SC deserved to win 
the 2022/23 CAF Women’s 
Champions League 
qualifiers for the CECAFA 
Zone, insisting that the 
latter were ‘the best team’ 
in the competition.

Simba Queens who were 
playing in the tournament 
for the second time beat 
She Corporate FC 1-0 in 
the qualifiers’ final match 
played at Dar es Salaam’s 
Azam Complex Stadium, 
Chamazi on Saturday 
evening to earn a ticket 
to represent the CECAFA 
region at the coveted 2022 
CAF Women’s Champions 
League in Morocco in 
October.

After a cagey first 
half, Simba Queens 
emerged from the tunnels 
determined to bring joy 
to a vociferous crowd that 
was solidly behind them.

Two minutes into the 

restart, striker Asha Djuma 
Djafar was brought down 
in She Corporate FC’s box 
to earn Simba Queens 
the penalty which was 
converted by Kenyan 
international Vivian 
Corazone Aquino.

Speaking to the press 
after the match, coach 
Ayiekoh said Simba Queens 
were worthy winners of 
the tournament which was 
sponsored by President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan to 
the tune of $100,000.

The tactician revealed: 
“They deserve it, Simba 
deserves it because they 
have a better team, they 
have mature players 
in each area, striking, 
midfield, and defense. Only 
that one mistake which we 
made and they punished 
us, so for me they deserve 
the championship.”

“They prepared well and 
have a good senior coach, 
being champions is not an 
accident.”

Ayiekoh noted: “And 
I have to salute my girls 
because this has been a 

 Travel Link Tanzania Limited’s Sales and Marketing Manager, 
Fatema Lalji.

real final, playing before a big crowd 
like this was a good show, they had to 
contain this team playing at home, I 
know it is a learning lesson, we have 
learned a lot in this tournament.”

In addition to the continental 
showdown ticket, Simba Queens 
walked away with US$30,000 in cash 
prize.

Losing finalists She Corporate FC 

bagged US$20,000 and the third-
placed Commercial Bank of Ethiopia 
(CBE) FC who beat Rwanda’s AS 
Kigali WFC 3-1 in the play-off match 
took home US$10,000.

Simba Queens’ striker Vivian 
who scored five goals was crowned 
the Most Valuable Player of the 
tournament while the outfit’s shot 
stopper Gelwa Yona won the Golden 

Glove award after conceding just one 
goal in five matches.

The other awards were won by CBE 
FC attacker Geinore Loza Abera who 
scored 11 goals to emerge top goal 
scorer for the second consecutive 
time in the tournament and the Fair 
Play Award which went to AS Kigali 
Women Football Club.

Minister for Culture, Arts, and Sports, Mohamed Mchengerwa (C), presents golf equipment to the Chief of the Tanzania People’s 
Defense Forces (TPDF) Jacob John Mkunda at the launch of the 2022 NBC Patron Trophy competition in Dar es Salaam last weekend. 
Standing (2nd L) is the founder of Lugalo Golf Club, George Waitara, the outfit’s Chairman, Michael Luwongo (L), and NBC Bank’s 
Director of Retail Banking Elibariki Masuke (2nd R). The bank is the showpiece’s main sponsor, and the occasion took place at Lugalo Golf 
Club. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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