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PCCB holds seven 
over bribe claims
By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Prevention and Combating of 
Corruption Bureau (PCCB) in Dodoma 
region have arrested seven people for 
allegedly offering and giving bribes with 
one trying to bribe Dodoma District 
Commissioner Patrobas Katambi.

Addressing a press conference here, 
PCCB regional commander Sosthenes 
Kibwengo said  the group was to be 
arraigned in court yesterday for violating 
section 15(1) a and (1) b of the PCCB Act, 
number 11 of 2007.

He named those arrested as Bahadur 
Abdallah Hirji (68), a trader and resident 
of Tembo Street, Madukani ward in the 
city and his son Nahid Bahadur Hirji (33), 
an accountant at Victory Bookshop Ltd.

Kibwengo said Nahid had promised 
to give DC Katambi 1.2million/- in order 
to cease from following up on a case at 
the Dodoma district land and housing 
tribunal, putting emphasis on an advisory 
note presented to the DC by Bahadur 
Hirji’s sister.

After getting a wind of the intention to 
bribe the DC, this regional PCCB office 
followed up on the matter and managed to 
arrest the accused on Saturday at around 
four o’clock at Royal Village Hotel in Area 
‘D’ after Nahid had issued the money to DC 
Katambi.

PCCB was also holding one Omary 
Said Mtauka, an assistant to Makutupora 
ward executive officer in Dodoma who 
asked and received 110,000/- from Paulo 
Mawope (78), a resident of Chilungule 
village, Makutupora ward.

The reason was to put an end a case of 
alleged confrontation against a neighbour 
that was submitted at the ward executive 
officer.

PCCB received information from 
Mawope’s grandson who claimed that he 
received a call from the ward executive 
officer to drop a case against the  
neighbour.

Upon investigations, PCCB confirmed 
that the old man was reported to the ward 
office by his neighbour, was arrested and 
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The new bridge, with 
capacity for 180 tonnes, 
shall also raise the num-
ber of vehicles ferried 
from 1,200 to 12,000 per 
day, easing the way for 
Mwanza to become a 
commercial hub for the 
Lake Zone and neigh-
bouring countries

By Correspondent James Lanka, Moshi

AN 89-year-old great-grandmother has become 
the oldest person to climb Mount Kilimanjaro, 
breaking the previous record set in 2017.

Anne Lorimor from Phoenix in the United 
States descended at the weekend after a nine day 
expedition to Uhuru Peak (5,895 metres above 
sea level) through the Rongai route.

With this feat, she has broken the record set 
in July 2017 by Dr Fred Distelhorst, a retired 
orthodontist from Vail, Colorado in the US who 
became the oldest person ever to climb the 
Kilimanjaro at 88 years. 
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By Henry Mwangonde

The government yesterday signed a 
contract with two Chinese companies for the 
construction of a 3.2 kilometer Kigongo-Busisi 
Bridge priced at 592bn /- in Mwanza.

It is expected that upon completion in the 
next four years, the bridge which  will be the 
longest in the country will offer services to 
people in the surrounding regions and reduce 
ferry waiting time from two and half hours to 
just four minutes.

 Tanzania National Roads Agency 
(TANROADS) chief executive officer Patrick 
Mfugale said at the signing ceremony in Dar es 
Salaam that the bridge will be constructed by 
China Civil Engineering Co. along with China 
Railway 15th Bureau Group Ltd.

“The money to construct the bridge is from 
government own sources and plans to have 
this bridge have been there since the 1970s 
but we failed. We had no funds and donors 
who were approached to fund it said it was too 
costly,” he said.

By Guardian Reporter

Tanzania’s economic growth slowed to 6.6 per 
cent in the first quarter of 2019, down from 7.5 
per cent in the same period last year, official data 
from the National Bureau of Statistics indicate. 

Construction which is the biggest driver of 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth, stood 
at 13.2 per cent compared with 15.6 per cent 
recorded a year ago, on the basis of highlights for 
January to March posted by NBS on its website 
late last week.

“Quarterly Gross Domestic Product (QGDP) 

at constant 2015 prices increased to 30 trn/- in 
the first quarter of 2019 from 28.2trn/- in the 
corresponding quarter of year 2018, equivalent 
to 6.6 percent growth,” the report shows.

However, growth in the mining sector, the 
target of repeated government interventions for 
two years now, rebounded to 10.0 per cent from 
a 5.7 per cent decline during the same period 
in 2018. Tanzania is Africa’s fourth largest gold 
producer.

“The growth (of the mining sector) was 
mainly due to an increase in the production of 

Chief Secretary John Kijazi (C) has a word with permanent secretaries in Dar es Salaam yesterday after reviewing preparations for the 39th Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) summit to be held in the city on August 17 and 18. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

The growth (of the mining 
sector) was mainly due to an 
increase in the production of 
gold, coal and diamonds,” the 
report noted

Construction of the 
bridge was part of 
the ruling party’s 
election manifesto, 
he said. All the money 
will be allocated for 
the intended projects 
without fail, he added

The bridge will remove from service three 
ferries namely MV Sengerema, Misungwi and 
Mwanza that are currently linking the two sides, 
easing the movement of goods and services 
between Mwanza, Geita and Shinyanga as well 
as the Great Lakes region at large.

The new bridge, with capacity for 180 
tonnes, shall also raise the number of vehicles 
ferried from 1,200 to 12,000 per day, easing the 
way for Mwanza to become a commercial hub 
for the Lake Zone and neighboring countries.

Upon coming into effect, the bridge will be 
connecting Mwanza with Geita and thus to 
Rwanda, Burundi, DRC and Uganda by more 
convenient routes.

Works, Transport and Communication 
minister Isack Kamwelwe said the construction 
of the bridge was a dream come true under 
the visionary leadership of President John 
Magufuli. The government is determined to 
making Tanzania financially independent for 
most of its development projects, the minister 
underlined.

Misungwi MP Charles Kitwanga, who 

Lorimor embarked on the expedition to 
raise money for Creating Exciting Futures, a 
foundation she started to help disadvantaged 
youth.

Speaking with this paper at the weekend, 
Emmanuel Nguma, the managing director of 
Trek DMC Kilimanjaro Ltd, which organised 
the climbing, said that the grandma is not a 
professional climber yet went up and down the 
world’s tallest free-standing mountain in just 
nine days.

 “I am happy that the US grandma successfully 
made it to the top of Mount Kilimanjaro under 

Economic growth slows in first 
quarter as construction declines 

American granny (89) 
scales Mt Kilimanjaro

Contract signed for 
500bn/- lake bridge 
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represented Lake Zone legislators, said 
the construction of the bridge was a 
big step towards making Mwanza a 
commercial hub.

Speaking last year when he 
addressed residents of Sengerema as 
he began a two-day tour of Mwanza 
Region, President Magufuli  said plans 
were underway for the construction 
of the bridge, promising that it will be 
as good and attractive like the Nyerere 

Bridge in Dar es Salaam.
The money towards its construction 

has been budgeted for already, the 
president noted, explaining that 
the government was completing 
organisational matters before 
implementing started.

Construction of the bridge was part 
of the ruling party’s election manifesto, 
he said. All the money will be allocated 
for the intended projects without fail, 
he added.
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Contract signed for 
500bn/- lake bridge 

the guidance of Chief Guide Elibahati 
Mamuya and his team,” he explained.

For her part, the grandma said 
there was a point where she really 
was concerned “because I fell before 
I started up the mountain and I had 
great pain on my side and I couldn’t 
take deep breaths.” 

It’s the second time Lorimor has 
climbed the roughly 19,340-foot 
mountain in Tanzania. The first time 
was four years ago, when she was 85.

Back then, she became the world’s 
oldest woman to reach the top of 
Africa’s highest mountain. But then 
someone beat her record.

 “I was going to do it last year and one 
man, a little older than I, did it. I said, 

nope, I going to be the oldest person. 
So then I waited for this year,” Lorimor 
explained.

She said her motivation was raising 
money for Creating Exciting Futures, 
a foundation she started to help 
disadvantaged youth.

On 22 October 2018, Coaltan Tanner, 
from Albuquerque, New Mexico also in 
the United States reached the peak aged 

just six. In doing so, he broke the record 
by becoming the youngest person ever 
to reach the summit unaided.

According to a website, 
climbmountkilimanjaro.com, the first 
recognised holder of this record was 
Keats Boyd, who back in January 2008 
successfully hauled his seven-year-
old body up to the summit of Africa’s 
highest mountain.

gold, coal and diamonds,” the report 
noted.

Agriculture, which accounts for 
about a third of economic activity, also 
slowed in the first quarter of this year, 
with crop production growing at 6.0 
per cent compared to 8.9 per cent in 
the same period last year, the bureau 
said.

Manufacturing, another key GDP 
contributor, grew by 4.8 per cent in 
the first quarter compared with 5.3 per 
cent a year earlier.

Tanzania’s economy grew by 7 per 
cent last year,  with the government 
forecasting 7.1 per cent growth in 2019.

Earlier this month, however, the 
World Bank released its own estimates 
that said Tanzania’s economy grew by 
5.2 per cent in 2018.

Following the World Bank report, 
the government said it might revise its 
2018 GDP growth rate after meetings in 
August.

In April, a leaked report from the 
International Monetary Fund predicted 
lower growth of around 4 per cent to 5 
per cent in the medium-term.

Tthe IMF said earlier this year that 

Tanzania’s economy has not been 
expanding as fast as official figures 
suggest. 

But the report notes that Tanzania is 
not the only country in the East African 
bloc that has posted slow growth in the 
first quarter. 

“Economic performance in the East 
Africa Region during the reference 
period in 2019 showed that Rwanda’s 
economy expanded by 8.4per cent 
compared to 10.4 percent in 2018,  
slowing down by 2.0 percentage points. 
Uganda’s economy recorded a growth 
rate of 5.6 percent compared to a growth 
rate of 6.9 per cent in 2018equivalent to 
a slow down of 1.3 percentage points. 
Kenya grew by 5.6 per cent in the first 
quarter of 2019 compared to a growth 
rate of 6.5 per cent recorded in the 
first quarter of 2018, equivalent to 
slowdown of 0.9 percentage points,” 
the report elaborated. 

During the period, EAC countries 
releasing their first quarter GDP report 
recorded lower growth rates than 
reported in first quarter of 2018.

 GDP growth estimates for Burundi 
and South Sudan have not yet been 
released, it added.
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the demand came up for him to give 
money to be released.

“After all these efforts, our team 
managed arrest the accused after two 
days of manhunt, on Saturday at Mama 
Lili Bar, Makutupora ward,” he said. It 
was after this arrest that the bureau 
confirmed that the accused was an 
assistant to the WEO, who posed as the 

WEO himself.
 On the same note, PCCB arrested 

Stanley Motambi (34), the Matumbulu 
ward executive officer (WEO)  for 
allegedly asking and receiving Sh 
65,000 from one Wilfred Mnyambwa 
to solve a land conflict.

He said after getting the information, 
they launched investigations and 
confirmed that the accused made the 
offence on the 3rd of June.

Others to be arraigned are Venance 
Msafiri Mayo (34) and  Sulaith Abdul 
Rusheke (33), teachers at Viwandani 
secondary school who asked for 
Sh 20,000 so as to issue a leaving 
certificate to a student from the school 
who later reported the matter.

On another development, PCCB 
has also arrested Abdulkarim Abbas 
Kabunga (26), an official at the National 
Identification Authority (NIDA) 

Dodoma office after information that 
he was soliciting Sh 30,000 from 
people reached the anti-corruption 
body.

The accused was nabbed on Saturday 
after a person who wanted to get the 
national ID reported that the officer 
asked him to produce the amount so 
as to get the document faster. Upon 
interrogation, he admitted to have 
committed the offence.
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Booygues Energies & Services technicians assemble a high-tension steel-reinforced power tower for the 400-KV Kenya-Tanzania Power Interconnection project 
at Kisongo area in Arusha yesterday. The electricity lines will run from Singida to the Namanga border post via Babati and Arusha. Photo: Correspondent Woinde 
Shizza
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Selemani Jafo, Minister of State in the President’s Office (Regional Administration and Local Governments), addresses participants of a leadership course held at the 
National Defence College in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala 

KIGALI

RWANDA will evaluate the 
effectiveness of Dolutegravir (DTG), an 
Anti-retro viral drug which the World 
Health Organisation has recently 
approved and cleared.

Initial studies had highlighted a 
possible link between DTG and birth 
neural tube defects - defects of the 
brain and spinal cord in infants born 
to women using the drug at the time of 
conception.

However, based on new evidence 
assessing benefits and risks, the 
WHO has recommended the use of 
the HIV drug as the preferred first-
line and second-line treatment for 
all populations, including pregnant 
women and those of childbearing 
potential.

According to information from the 
Rwanda Biomedical Centre, Rwanda 
will host a scientific meeting next 
month on the use of the drug, and 
recommendations concerning it will 
be made.

Potential safety concern about the 
drug was reported in May 2018 from a 
study in Botswana that found 4 cases 
of neural tube defects (defects of 
the brain and spinal cord) out of 426 
women who became pregnant while 
taking DTG.

Based on these preliminary findings, 
many countries advised pregnant 
women and women of childbearing 
potential to take efavirenz (another 
type of ARVs) instead.

However, new data from two large 
clinical trials comparing the efficacy 
and safety of DTG and EFV in Africa 
have now expanded the evidence base. 
The risks of neural tube defects are 
significantly lower than what the initial 
studies may have suggested.

The study conducted by a 
Johannesburg-based research 
group from the University of the 
Witwatersrand, will only be completed 
next year. But early results show that 
dolutegravir is an effective and well-
tolerated antiretroviral drug.

The scientists considered 
mathematical models of the benefits 
and dangers associated with the drug; 

the values and preferences of people 
living with HIV, as well as factors related 
to implementation of HIV programmes 
in different countries, and cost.

“DTG is a drug that is more effective, 
easier to take and has fewer side 
effects than alternative drugs that 
are currently used,” read a statement 
from WHO website after the drug was 
recommended.

“DTG also has a high genetic barrier 
to developing drug resistance, which 
is important given the rising trend 
of resistance to EFV and nevirapine-
based regimens (both ARV drugs),” it 
went on.

In 2019, 12 out of 18 countries surveyed 
by WHO reported pre-treatment 
drug resistance levels exceeding the 
recommended threshold of 10%.

However, WHO urged that for any 
medications, informed choice is 
important.

“Every treatment decision needs to 
be based on an informed discussion 
with the health provider weighing the 
benefits and potential risks,” read a 
statement from WHO.

The HIV prevalence in Rwanda 
has been at 3 per cent in the general 
population (15-49 years) over the last 
decade.

AGENCIES

Rwanda to evaluate 
ARV drug’s efficacy

American granny (89), scales Mt Kilimanjaro
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Ocean Road Cancer 
Institute (ORCI) has embarked 
on outreach screening 
of hepatitis B by visiting 
communities and oices in   
new eforts to diagnose and 
treat more cases. 

Speaking to reporters 
yesterday in Dar es Salaam, the 
Director Cancer Prevention 
Services at ORCI Dr Crispin 
Kahesa said the move is aimed 
to increase people access to 
life-saving testing and treatment 
services.

He said the move in lined 
with this year theme “Invest in 
eliminating hepatitis” focusing 
on communities and groups 
living at risk of getting the 
infection. 

Dr Kahesa   said since the 
institute established  screening 
services last year, a total of 
7000 patients had up to date  
been   screened where out of 
those 289 were diagnosed with 
disease at diferent stages which 
is equivalent to 3.9 per cent.

He revealed that hepatitis B, is 
attributing to almost 90 per cent 
of liver cancer cases diagnosed 
in the country necessitating 
the need for regular medical 
checkup.

“We have started screening 
stafs in oices to diagnose and 
treat them. However, our plan 
as an institute is to embark 
on outreach screening of the 
diseases to diagnose more 
people,” he said.

The director noted that 
the studies had shown that 
the disease prevalence was 
increasing day after day putting 
more people at risk.

“The institute has screened 
up to date 7000 patients since 
it established services last year. 
Out of those 381 patients were 
found with disease at diferent 

stages which is equivalent to 3.9 
per cent,” he said.

“This is alarming alert to 
health experts to start working 
on the problem seemed to afect 
the community, “he added

The expert described that 
hepatitis was threatening health 
of the people since its infection 
was ten times that of HIV/AIDS 
and its treatment was expensive.

  He informed that although 
hepatitis – C can be treated but 
it was very expensive compared 
to hepatitis A or D.

  The director advised the 
people to adhere to throughout 
medical check up to diagnose 
the problem and get treatment 
on time adding ignoring that 
might led to deaths. 

He said in order people to be 
free from hepatitis – B, people 
should free from unsafe sex and 
being transfused blood which 
has hepatitis virus.

  In the case of hepatitis 
–A people should free  
themselves from drinking water 
contaminated with hepatitis 
virus.

He noted that hepatitis 
fever was more deadly than 
tuberculosis and HIV/Aids, since 
the communicable disease was 
less amenable to treatment 
compared to HIV/Aids.

The Tanzania HIV Impact 
Survey (THIS-2016/2017) 
conducted by the Tanzania 
Commission AIDS(TACAIDS) 
showed that at   least 7.3 
percent of Tanzanians living 
on Mainland ageing 15 and 
above had   been infected with 
Hepatitis – B, famous known as 
the ‘silent killer disease.

The statistics shows that all 
those living in urban have been 
afected mostly by 4.3 percent 

than in rural areas by 3. 3 
percent most 

Of all the statistics, all those 
living in urban were 4.2 percent 
were women while 4.4 percent 
were men.

The TACAIDS) HIV 
coordinator in Tanga region, 
Juma Biligi   disclosed that 
recently  the reason to conduct 
it was   more deadly than 
tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS.

The new WHO data reveals 
that an estimated 325 million 
people worldwide are living 
with chronic hepatitis B virus 
(HBV) or hepatitis C virus (HCV) 
infection.

  The WHO global hepatitis 
report, 2017 indicates that the 
large majority of these people 
lack access to life-saving testing 
and treatment. As a result, 
millions of people are at risk of 
a slow progression to chronic 
liver disease, cancer, and death.

“Viral hepatitis is now 
recognized as a major public 
health challenge that requires 
an urgent response,” said Dr 
Margaret Chan, WHO Director-
General. “Vaccines and 
medicines to tackle hepatitis 
exist, and WHO is committed to 
helping ensure these tools reach 
all those who need them.”

Last year, the Minister 
of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly 
and Children Ummy Mwalimu 
disclosed that at least 1.3million 
people lose their lives every 
year from hepatitis fever around 
the world.

Hepatitis fever was more 
deadly than tuberculosis and 
HIV/Aids, she said, noting that 
the communicable disease was 
less amenable to treatment 
compared to HIV/Aids.

By Henry Mwangonde

The government has dished out 7.9bn/- to 
the Muhimbili Orthopedic Institute (MOI) for 
improvement infrastructure for a modern 
lab to facilitate provision of state of the art 
neurosurgical services.

This will make the Institute begin to 
performing neurosurgical surgeries by 100 
per cent.

The Deputy Minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender and Children Dr 
Faustine Ndungulile made the remarks 
yesterday during the opening of neuro-
oncology symposium in Dar es Salaam which 
brought together neural surgeons from 
various countries.

“The establishment of structural 
infrastructure of this important stage is 
coming to its good end. This year MOI will 

be equipped with all the advanced required 
state of the art equipment in Neuroradiology 
and operative Neurosurgery and this efort 
will mean nothing if it is not paralleled with 
adequately prepared and trained manpower,” 
he said.

The deputy minister said it is a well 
established fact that Neuro-oncology is high on 
the list as a cause of morbidity and mortality 
displacing the traditionally henceforth known 
causes in the region.

The symposium was aimed at bringing 
together neurosurgeons neuroradiologists, 
neuropathologists, neuro-oncologists, and 
medical oncologists’ nurses across the 
continent to share experience and new 
developments towards care of tumor patients.

Aiready, the government sent a team of 
experts in China for three months specialized 
training on the matter.

Experts from the Colorado Institute for 
Neuromuscular and Neurological Disorders in 
the United States of America were expected to 
provide capacity building training during the 
two day symposium.

Dr Ryan Ormond a Neurosurgeon from 
the US institute said the aim of the irst ever 
symposium was to share experience among 
experts from across the globe.

The Director General for MOI Dr  
Respicious Boniface  said MOI had reduced 
between 95 and 98 per cent of patients with 
various neurological complications, who 
were previously seeking medical services 
overseas.

He said currently only 2 per cent of 
patients with spine complications and 5 
per cent of those, who needed to undergo 
neurosurgery, were being refereed to 
overseas hospitals.

ORCI embarks on outreach
screening for Hepatitis B

MOI gets 8bn/- for equipment, modern lab

Dar es Salaam Water and Sewage Authority director general Cyprian Luhemeja dips a stick yesterday to check the water level at Upper Ruvu in 
Coast Region. He was on a routine inspection tour of projects overseen by the agency. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter

FORESTRY experts from East African 
region are meeting this week in Dar 
es Salaam to develop the region’s 
capability to monitor changes in forest 
cover and land use.

The six-day Remote Sensing Survey 
Workshop for East African countries 
is being organized by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) as part of the ongoing 
Global Forest Resources Assessment 
2020 (FRA 2020). 

The workshop is expected to 
develop regional capacities in the 
utilization of the participatory FRA 
2020 Remote Sensing methodology. 
Participants will be trained in visual 
image interpretation, and each of them 
will collect data for at least 250 Remote 
Sensing Survey samples within their 
territory.

Speaking at the opening ceremony, 
Valeria Contessa, Geospatial specialist 
at FAO, said, “The recent rapid 
development of afordable cloud-
based solutions for storing, accessing 
and analyzing remote sensing data and 
products have drastically facilitated 
remote sensing based assessments 
even in developing countries with 
low technical capacity and computing 
infrastructure”.

“It also comes at a time when these 
solutions can play an important role in 
improving the national, regional and 
global data bases on forest and land 
resources as well as their changes and 
facilitate monitoring progress towards 
several SDGs,” Valeria added.

The data collection will be carried 
out using Collect Earth Online tool 
developed in collaboration with NASA 
and Google and tailored for FRA 2020 
Remote Sensing Survey purposes. 

The Global Forest Resources 

Assessment FRA 2020 Remote Sensing 
Survey Workshop for East African 
countries is one of the approximately 
30 workshops organized by the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations in collaboration with 
its partners, which will train, in total, 
about 600 country experts in remote 
sensing and visual interpretation of 
satellite imagery. 

FAO Global Forest Resources 
Assessment (FRA) is a country driven 
process of collection and analysis of 
oicial national statistics on forest 
resources for all the countries and 
territories of the world.  The FRA data 
are gathered through a global network 
of oicially nominated National 
Correspondents. 

Combining their knowledge of 
forest resources in their countries 
with data from remote sensing and 
other sources, allows FAO to provide a 
global dataset of information on over 
sixty variables covering all aspects of 
sustainable forest management. This 
information can be used to draw up 
recommendations for governments, 
civil society and the private sector.

FAO is conducting the Global Remote 
Sensing Survey to enhance countries 
capacity to use the latest technology 
in their own assessments as well as 
to generate independent, robust 
and consistent regional and global 
estimates of forest area and its changes 
over time.

FAO empowers experts 
to monitor changes in 
forest cover, land use

By Aisia Rweyemamu

The Association of Tanzania 
Employers (ATE) has said it is working 
with Chinese investors through the 
China Africa Programme to assisting 
Chinese companies  in Tanzania easily 
comply with employment and labour 
Laws.

Speaking at the high level 
stakeholders meeting to discuss 
investment opportunities for 
Chinese Business and general 
business challenges faced by Chinese 
companies, held yesterday in Dar es 
Salaam, the ATE Executive Director Dr. 
Agrey Mulimuka said, some Chinese 
companies still   do not comply with 
the labor  laws.

China Africa Programme is 
implemented by ATE with support 
from Confederation of Norwegian 
Enterprise (NHO)  and China Enterprise 

Confederation (CEC)  With the purpose 
of assisting Chinese companies to have 
harmonious working relations and 
comply with employment and labor 
Laws.

ATE says, like other employers 
in Tanzania, Chinese Businesses 
still face many challenges in 
relations to Investment issues, 
Taxation, employment and labor 
speciically compliance to local 
labor laws,employment of workers, 
termination of employment, hours 
of work, leave, remuneration issues, 
work/resident permits issues, workers 
compensation and taxation issues.

Dr Mulimuka said they collaborate 

with Chinese Business Chamber of 
Tanzania to assist Chinese Investors.

“We have translated Labor laws in 
Chinese which we share electronically 
so far we are yet to print into booklets”, 
he said.

Dr. Mulimuka added: the association 
has also carried  out a baseline to know 
problems facing Chinese Investors in 
order to promote Chinese investment 
in Tanzania.

He said that they   need to start 
building relationship with the new 
Leadership of Chinese Business 
Chamber so that they can serve  some 
Chinese companies  who  still do not 
comply with labor laws.

ATE ,NHO and CEC are working 
together in a number of activities which 
are employment and labor related to 
improve Chinese Business Community 
in Tanzania for better productivity and 
competitiveness. 

The  Director told the meeting that 
ATE in collaboration with partners have 
achieved to train over 500 Chinese 
companies on Labor and employment 
related laws (General labor laws, 
speciic like termination, Employment 
contracts etc, Work/residency permit 
issues.

The association have in direct 
membership of over 300 and 24 direct 
Chinese Companies

ATE to help investors understand 
and comply with the labour laws

“It also comes at a time when 
these solutions can play an 
important role in improving the 
national, regional and global 
data bases on forest and land re-
sources as well as their changes 
and facilitate monitoring pro-
gress towards several SDGs”

KIGALI

AFRICAN governments 
must explore innovative 
technologies to drive 
transformation on the 
continent, board members 
at Africa50’s General 
Shareholders Meeting held 
here heard on Wednesday.

Rwanda’s Prime Minister, 
Edouard Ngirente, opened 
the meeting with a call for 

the exploration of digital 
opportunities to move the 
continent forward.

Africa50 is an innovative 
fund for developing 
and inancing African 
infrastructure, funded by 
the African Development 
Bank, African governments 
and private and institutional 
investors.

AfDB President Akinwumi 
Adesina, who is Africa50 

board chair, urged more 
African countries to join 
the institution, which he 
described as “the continent’s 
main investment vehicle”.

“Africa50 is on track to 
launch a private sector 
third-party fund to leverage 
$1 billion from private sector 
institutional investors,” he 
said, adding: “I encourage 
countries that have not yet 
joined Africa50 to do so.  

Join us as we move towards 
a future of great promise 
for Africa. Join us as we lay 
the foundations for a more 
prosperous Africa.”

Africa 50 CEO Alain 
Ebobissé meanwhile noted 
that the organisation had 
made signiicant progress 
over the years and had built 
an efective partnership with 
several African countries.

Africa50’s current 
membership now stands at 
28 African countries and the 
irm is set to launch a private 
sector third-party fund that 
will be used to leverage $1 
billion into infrastructure 
from private sector 
institutional investors.

“A game changer in the 
infrastructure space in 
Africa will occur when 
enough decision makers 
acknowledge that the 
opportunity cost of delayed 
projects implementation is 
very high,” noted Ebobissé, 
adding: “Doing nothing or 
slowing down projects costs 
money and deprives citizens 
of services and economic 
opportunity.”

Adesina also made an 
appeal to investors to 
attend the bank’s 2019 
Africa Investment Forum, 
stressing that Africa is ready 
for massive investments 
and ofers an attractive 
investment destination.

The lead partners 
behind November 11 – 
13 Johannesburg event 
include Development 
Bank of Southern Africa, 
African Export Import 
Bank (AfreximBank), Trade 
and Development Bank, 
Islamic Development Bank, 
Africa50, Africa Finance 
Corporation, and European 
Investment Bank.

“If you are an investor, do 
not miss Africa Investment 
Forum 2019. Africa is ready 
for massive investments 
– and the environment is 
getting more attractive for 
investors,” Adesina said.

AfDB convinced innovative fund will lay 
foundation for a more prosperous Africa

TPB Bank CEO 
Sabasaba Moshingi 
(2nd-R) and Tanga 
district commis-
sioner Thobias 
Mwilapwa (to his 
right) accompanied 
by pupils and other 
members of Pande 
Primary School at 
the weekend short-
ly after the bank 
presented to the 
school 50 desks, 
several tables and 
three chairs worth 
a total of 5m/-. 
Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

THE government has said it will rewrite the 
teaching curriculum for tourist hotels in the coun-
try in order to improve it in line with international 
standards.

The move is also aimed at strengthening the ca-
pacity of tourist hotels in the country to provide 
competitive services across East Africa countries 
that broaden the scope of tourist visit in the coun-
try thus boost the country economy. 

Deputy Minister for ministry of natural resourc-
es and tourism Constantine Kanyasu made the 
remarks over the weekend in Dar es Salaam dur-
ing the event to launch the City lodge and hotel 
located in Dar commercial city. 

Kanyasu added that the government is making 
all efforts to find means of encouraging the tour-
ists visit in the country in order to boost country 
economy.  

“Therefore, we need to have better machinery 
coupled with skilled personnel able to render ser-
vices to tourists and other guests in order to at-
tract more tourists in the country,” the minister 
said.      

According to him, the government will there-
fore review the teaching curriculum in the tourist 
hotels in order to improve the modality of service 
provision to customers.

Kanyasu said the launch of City lodge and hotel 
is one of the important step in improving the in-
frastructure for tourism industry in the country.

“We also want to make sure we tap the eco-
nomic opportunities that will be brought by the 
conference of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) slated to take place in August 
5th to 9th this year in Dar es Salaam.   

He said the coming conference will provide 
economic opportunities through tourism sector; 
therefore we need to prepare the hotel industry 
to fit the international standards not only for the 
coming meeting but for future benefits.  

 “Currently, we have a total of 40,000 rooms of 
tourist’s hotels in the country; this includes the 
tourists’ hotels available in the game reserves,” he 
explained. 

“Hence, we will keep on improving the infra-
structures for tourist hotels in order to encourage 
the development of the sector,” he said.

For her part manager for City lodge and hotel 
Anneke Piennar said the present investment en-
vironments in Tanzania featured by peace and se-
curity provides more rooms for investors to land 
their capital confidently.

The City lodge and hotel in Dar es Salaam will 
work to make sure that it lift and develop tourism 
industry in the country by providing the standard 
services to visitors in order to support the govern-
ment.

She said that the hotel has empower the Tan-
zanians by recruit them for training in hotel man-
agement. 

“After graduating the training we will employ 
them permanently,” she said.   

Government to improve 
hospitality curriculum 

Newly re-elected opposition NCCR-Mageuzi national chairman James Mbatia addresses journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the party’s 
new national level leadership, as picked during the general meeting held in the city at the weekend. The new line-up includes secretary general 
Elizabeth Mhagama (R) and her deputy (mainland Tanzania), Rehema Kahangwa (L). Photo: John Badi

By Guardian Reporter, Mbeya

Executives from 20 wards in Mbarali 
district, Mbeya region have signed an 
agreement to safeguard the health of 
pregnant women and children under 
five years  of age as a strategy to control 
malnutrition and stunted growth. 

Speaking yesterday during the 
signing ceremony held in the Mbarali 
district office, district commissioner 
Reuben Mfune said the move aims at 
fighting the rate of malnutrition and 
stunting. 

He added that in order to achieve the 
strategy, leaders agreed together that 
the matter should be supervised by 
ward executives because they are the 
ones who live close to the people.  

Mfune explained that despite the 
efforts embarked by the government 
and stakeholders to address the 
challenge, still there is a challenge of 
better feeding especially in the special 
groups of people. 

“We have decided to foster the 
agreement with all 20 ward executives 
in the district in order to administer 
the move effectively and to make sure 
the health of pregnant women and 
children were well monitored,” he said.   

Recent data from the Tanzania 
Food and Nutritional Centre (TFNC) 
show  that between 2014 and 2018 the 
prevalence of stunting dropped from 
34.7 per cent to 31. 8 per cent.

 However, going by global standards, 
this is no feat because the World Health 
Organization (WHO) recommendations 
emphasize that stunting ought to be 
kept well below 20 per cent of under-
fives. The leading region in stunting are 
Njombe at 53.6 per cent, Rukwa 47.9 
per cent, Iringa 47.1 pe rcent, Songwe 
43.3 per cent, Kigoma 42.3 per cent and 
Ruvuma 41.0 per cent.

 World Bank estimates that countries 

blighted by stunting and other 
consequences of malnutrition lose 
at least 2-3 per cent of their Gross 
Domestic Product, as well as billions 
of dollars in forgone productivity and 
avoidable health care spending each 
year.

In 2015, more than 2.7 million 
Tanzanian children under 5 years of age 
were estimated to be stunted and more 
than 600,000 were suffering from 

acute malnutrition, of which 100,000 
were severe cases. It is estimated that 
the country will lose USD20 billion by 
2025 if the nutrition situation does not 
improve. 

In contrast, by investing in nutrition 
and improving the population’s 
nutritional status, the country could 
gain up to USD 4.7 billion by 2025. 
Under nutrition is wrecking children’s 
lives. Globally, 161 million chronically 
undernourished children are not 
getting the right nutrients and care at 
the right time.

Council leaders commit to fighting malnutrition, stunting
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By Correspondent James Lanka, Hai

A NEW project has been launched here that 
aims at producing high quality maize silage in 
Hai District, Kilimanjaro Region, to increase milk 
production by identifying opportunities in dairy 
value chains. 

Speaking during the launch of the Dairyproit 
project that was graced by the Hai district 
commissioner Lengai Ole Sabaya over the 
weekend, the Managing Director for Match Maker 
Associates MMA Peniel Uliwa explained that, 
the Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural 
Cooperation-European Union (ACP-EU) funded 
project started its implementation in Tanzania 
July, last year.

“Apart from Tanzania, the project has also been 
implemented in Kenya and Ethiopia to increase 
milk production for sustainable incomes among 
youth,” he explained.

According to him, they are working in 
collaboration with other milk stakeholders to 
implement the project.

“Other milk projects that are being 
implemented by the Netherlands Non-proit 

Making Development Organization -SNV-Tanzania 
aims to increase incomes and improve livelihoods 
for over 18,000 rural women and youth in 
Kilimanjaro Region; so this maize silage project 
will improve milk production…” he explained.

The SNV-Tanzania project titled Transforming 
Agricultural Markets (TAM), takes a strong focus 
on women and youth empowerment in the dairy 
sector and will be implemented in four districts 
in Kilimanjaro Region in north-east Tanzania. 

The key objectives of the project is 
improving production and productivity of 
women  smallholder dairy farmers, increasing 
the amount of income from dairy activities that 
is  earned by women and their  control over 
their  income, and enterprise and employment 
creation for young people.

During the launch of 150 mil/- maize silage 
ACP-EU-funded project, Hai DC lengai Ole Sabaya 
handed over Silage Machines to 9-youth groups 
from Hai and Siha districts.

He promised to provide 10-acres of land to 
produce maize that will be used to produce high 
quality silage for the dairy cattle for sustainable 
high milk production.

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Zanzibar

MORE than 2,000 people 
have been reached with 
legal aid services, legal and 
human rights education 
through a campaign dubbed 
“Msaada wa Kisheria Siyo 
Tatizo Tena (Legal Aid is 
not a problem anymore in 
Tanzania)”—which has been 
designed to help needy and 
disadvantaged people out of 
various forms of injustices 
and violence.

Started in December last 
year, the campaign was 
meant to make it easier 
for poor women and men 
facing legal problems to 
access justice and secure 
their rights –through free 
legal aid services ofered by 
paralegals.  

A six-month campaign 
(December 2018-June 
2019) is implemented and 
sponsored by the Legal 
Services Facility (LSF)—a 
non-governmental and 
non-proit organisation 
which provide inancial and 
technical support to legal 
aid organisations involved 
in the implementation 
of paralegals and legal 
aid projects on Tanzania 
mainland and Zanzibar.

The campaign covered 
some wards across Temeke, 
Kinondoni and Ilala 
municipalities and several 
wards in Zanzibar—Unguja 
and Pemba, according to 
an official report issued 
by LSF. “Among other 
things, Msaada wa Kisheria 
Siyo Tatizo Tena crusade, 
seeks to broaden and 
enhance public awareness 
on the availability and 
accessibility of free legal 
aid services offered by 
paralegals across all 
districts of Tanzania,” 
noted LSF report in part.

Thousands of residents 
in Dar es Salaam (1, 
1000) and Zanzibar (789) 
have beneited from the 
campaign; they received 
free legal aid services 
and got their legal and 
related problems (related 
to land, early-marriage, 
early-pregnancies, divorce, 
gender-based violence etc) 
resolved through quality 
legal aid services provided 
by paralegals.

In an   interview, 
Coordinator of Kinondoni 
paralegal unit, Anthony 
Isakwi said “Of course, 
‘Msaada wa Kisheria Siyo 
Tatizo Tena’ has produced 
impressive results in our 
municipality, as many 
people in two wards (Kigogo 
Mkwajuni and Kawe Sokoni) 
were counselled and 
received relevant education 
on legal and other related 

afairs.”
Elias Mkapa, Coordinator 

of Temeke paralegal 
centre said the campaign 
beneited thousands 
of needy people in the 
municipality, some of them 
had their problems solved 
(on the spot) peacefully 
by Temeke paralegals 
in three wards Fenesini, 
Mangengeni and Mtongani. 
He, however, suggested that 
“such campaigns should be 
conducted on regular basis, 
at least once in a month in 
order to produce greater 
results.”

Residents in Ilala 
municipality received free 
legal assistance (counselled 
and advised) during the 
“Msaada wa Kisheria Siyo 
Tatizo Tena Campaign” 
conducted in two wards—
Bungoni-Mafuriko and 
Buguruni, according to 
Salumu Kindokomile, 
Coordinator of Ilala 
paralegal centre.

“It’s an undeniable 
fact that approaches of 
the campaign (which 
included drama and music 
performances, public shows 
etc), is good and results-
oriented, as it attracts and 
allow many people to get 
legal aid education at a go. 
But we still need to expand 
the drive, covering all 
wards of the Dar es Salaam 
municipalities,” noted 
Kindokomile.

For his part, Jovin 
Rugambo, an oicial from 
Paladin & Associates, 
a media agency which 
provided technical support 
in the implementation of the 
campaign, said large number 
of people turned up and 
beneited (in terms of legal 
and related education and 
their problems resolved) 
during the campaigns 
conducted in some parts 
of Zanzibar—Kwerekwe 
market at West B, Fuoni at 
West B, Kinyasini market, 
Matemwe wards in Unguja 
and two wards in Pemba-
-Muwambe-Mkoani and 
Mchangamdogo-Chwale.

“As a matter of fact, ‘Sio 
Tatizo Tena’ campaign has 
managed to raise public 
awareness on availability 
and accessibility of free legal 
services in diferent parts 
of Dar es Salaam—through 
diferent platforms—
drama, music and public 
p e r f o r m a n c e s / s h o w s , 
radio jingles, mentions, 
interviews, social media 
networks.

“Basically, this crusade 
was meant to ensure that 
the messages of free legal aid 
services, how to access these 
services, are aggressively 
taken across the country, 
down to the rural settings,” 
said Rugambo.

New project to increase 
milk production in Hai

Thousands beneit from 
legal support in Zanzibar

Her Africa Initiative co-founder Zena Tenga (L) and facilitator Erica Zilinde conduct a workshop in Dar es Salaam yesterday on myths and 
taboos related to menstruation, the target group being Forms One and Two girl students of the city’s Chang’ombe Secondary School. This was in 
implementation of the agency’s campaign aimed at educating girls on menstrual hygiene management and providing menstrual kits to girls in 
Tanzania. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

By Alphonse Kumaza

T
OURISM destinations need 
good product portfolio 
strategies to fashion out 
an appropriate tourism 

development system and/or principle 
as well as specialise the existing supply 
of the destination.

The portfolio, which is reminiscent 
of the existing tourism attractions 
and resources, must involve 
the establishment of essential 
infrastructure, facilities, and services 
needed to actualise the sector-specific 
objectives and countrywide goals 
of attracting high-end tourists and 
increased foreign exchange accruals 
respectively.

The basic constituent of tourism 
products in Ghana includes the natural 
environment, encapsulating landscape, 
climate, beaches, lakes and rivers, 
waterfalls, Kakum and Mole national 
parks, Boabeng-Fiema monkey 
reserve, wetlands, stilt settlement at 
Nzulezo, Shai Hills resources, and the 
Volta Lake; cultural and historical 
environment, including artistic, 
folklore, forts and castles, traditional 
buildings, mosques, churches, shrines, 
festivals (Adae Kese, Homowo, Odwira, 
Aboakyir, Hogbestosto, and Damba as 
well as music, dances, traditional attire, 
decorations, and artefacts); tourism 
human resources requirement; and 
built environment involving theme 
parks, resorts and infrastructure.

The natural environment and 
cultural and historical environment 
tourism products are arguably plentiful 
in Ghana and some modest gains have 
been made in their development and 
packaging for the consumption of 

domestic and inbound tourists.
Nonetheless, more needs to be 

done in the area of harmonisation, 
and repackaging to present 
compartmentalised products for 
tourists experience. This is because for 
Ghana to remain a veritable tourism 
destination in West African and in the 
world, we need to show commitments 
in the products and services delivered 
in other to motivate and win the 
confidence of repeat as well as high-
end tourists/visitors.

Tourism human resource is another 
important basic element of tourism 
product, most times over-looked. The 
development of the tourism human 
resource, in the area of civic and cultural 
education, technical and professional 
preparation, conscientiousness and 
readiness to assist tourists, which is 
suggestive of the Ghanaian hospitality, 
is key to give our sector a quantum 
leap.

Currently, the industry’s manpower 
is being produced by universities 
and colleges in the country, while 
public stakeholders and private sector 
actors’ opinions are sharply divided 
over whether Ministry of Tourism, 
Arts and Culture should resource and 
strengthen HOTCATT to provide a 
one-stop-shop tourism education and 
training for tourism service providers.

For the purposes of effective 
communication, HOTCATT represents 
a government training establishment 
for developing the skills manpower of 
the sector, focusing on rock-bottom to 
middle-level tourism and hospitality 
training, more especially hotel and 
catering operations, front office and 
house-keeping, food and beverage 
service, and tour guiding.

Interestingly, HOTCATT’s 
reconstitution (with government’s 
approval) into an accredited National 
Tourism and Training Institute through 
a public-private partnership is either 
dead or yet to be implemented.

Regrettably, theme parks 
(amusement parks), facilities and 
infrastructure which constitute the 
built environment is woefully absent in 
Ghana’s tourism product development. 
Specifically, it is difficult to cite a 
single theme park in our country, but 
somehow easy to count some 4 and 
5-star hotels plus many lower star-rated 
ones for visitor accommodation, while 
the sector grapples with poor road-
networks and other tourism-related 
infrastructure.

Theme parks, as a form of tourism 
product development, involve huge 
capital outlay since facilities are 
virtually man-made. The initial cost, 
however, should not disincentivise the 
establishment of one or two state-of-
the-arts tourism infrastructure to start 
with, because the tourism industry 
projects globally are proven to be 
self-financing and any investments 
made on them can be paid back with 
revenues generated.

For the avoidance of doubt, a theme 
park is a combination of themed 
attractions involving structural design, 
landscape, rides, shows, food services, 
costumed personnel, retail shops, 
wildlife animals and marine life, capital 
intensive, highly developed, user-
tailored, man-modified recreational 
environments.

Way Forward
The tourism sector product 

portfolio development is multi-faceted 

and multi-dimensional, requiring 
sustainable inputs (tourism feeder 
roads, energy, water, etc.) from other 
relevant government ministries and 
MMDAs.

In other to interface and woo these 
sister institutions, the Ministry of 
Tourism, Arts and Culture owes it a 
duty to resuscitate the Inter-ministerial 
Committee Meeting. Again, tourism 
public-private partnership forum 
should also be revived because it 
provides an opportunity for tourism 
practitioners from both public and 
private sectors to dialogue ways of 
developing the wide-ranging tourism 
products in our country for effective 
marketing.

The PPP can also be helpful in 
developing Tourism Satellite Accounts, 
which is a quantitative measure for 
tourism’s diverse economic potentials, 
linking the sector’s contributions to the 
National Accounts System.

It details and analyses information 
on tourism, including direct 
economic impact, accurate 
measurement, and comparison 
among other economic sectors, 
provides for a better understanding 
of the true size and tourism industry 
value while producing hard figures 
that are internationally comparable, 
highly reliable with quality statistics 
produced by official national 
statistical systems.

Tourism statistics without TSA is 
less credible and cannot accurately 
measure tourism contribution to GDP. 
Meanwhile, tourism, environment, and 
household accounts are external to 
national accounting systems and global 
measurement standards are needed to 
ensure data credibility.

Trafficking in humans is a crime rightly 
calling for condemnation internationally

H
UMAN trafficking is the 
trade of humans for 
the purpose of forced 
labour, sexual slavery, 

or commercial sexual exploitation 
for the trafficker or others.  This may 
encompass providing a spouse in 
the context of forced marriage,  or 
the extraction of organs or tissues,  
including for surrogacy and ova 
removal.  Human trafficking can occur 
within a country or trans-nationally. 
Human trafficking is a crime against 
the person because of the violation 
of the victim’s rights of movement 
through coercion and because of their 
commercial exploitation.  Human 
trafficking is the trade in people, 
especially women and children, and 
does not necessarily involve the 
movement of the person from one 
place to another.   

According to the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), forced 
labour alone (one component of 
human trafficking) generates an 
estimated $150 billion in profits per 
annum as of 2014.  In 2012, the ILO 
estimated that 21 million victims 
are trapped in modern-day slavery. 
Of these, 14.2 million (68 pc) were 
exploited for labour, 4.5 million (22 pc) 
were sexually exploited, and 2.2 million 
(10 pc) were exploited in state-imposed 
forced labour.  The International 
Labour Organisation has reported that 
child workers, minorities, and irregular 
migrants are at considerable risk of 
more extreme forms of exploitation. 
Statistics shows that over half of the 
world’s 215 million young workers are 
observed to be in hazardous sectors, 
including forced sex work and forced 
street begging.  Ethnic minorities and 
highly marginalized groups of people 
are highly estimated to work in some 
of the most exploitative and damaging 
sectors, such as leather tanning, 
mining, and stone quarry work.  

Human trafficking is thought 
to be one of the fastest-growing 
activities of trans-national criminal 
organisations.  Human trafficking is 

condemned as a violation of human 
rights by international conventions. In 
addition, human trafficking is subject 
to a directive in the European Union. 
According to a report by the U.S. State 
Department, Belarus, Iran, Russia, and 
Turkmenistan remain among the worst 
countries when it comes to providing 
protection against human trafficking 
and forced labour.  

In the same vein, Customs officials 
have burst a human trafficking ring 
where infants are taken to Tanzania for 
registration soon after birth.

In the  recent  incident, two Kenyans 
and a Tanzanian were arrested at the 
Isebania   while transporting a month-
old baby to the neighbouring country 
for birth notification, in an elaborate 
scheme which authorities believe tie 
together immigration and security 
officials from both countries.

Commissioner of Customs and 
Border Control Kevin Safari said the 
three even tried to bribe officials 
during a search to be freed after failing 
to explain the ownership of the infant. 
“The suspects attempted to offer a 
bribe while being searched,” he said.

Safari said results of a preliminary 
investigation has reveal that suspects 
are part of an elaborate cross-border 
syndicate where Kenyan babies are 
taken to Tanzania, issued with birth 
notification documents and returned 
back.The suspects were found with 
several National Identity Cards and 
mobile phone sim which, customs 
officials said, will form part of the 
investigation.

The suspects were set to be arraigned 
on Monday morning, with the baby 
having been taken to the customs 
office.“The infant appeared to be in 
good health and is currently in the 
care of the Customs Office pending 
further investigations by the police,” 
Safari said. Part of the investigation, 
authorities said, will be seeking to 
establish the baby’s parents with police 
already linking the scheme to baby 
swaps at maternity hospitals where 
mothers are often handed dead babies.

Helping hospitality industry to tick a lot more: 
How developed are Ghanaian tourism products?

By Oliviah Tawarar

Y
OUNG people are often 
referred to as future leaders 
yet the future is now. This 
statement is not only cliché, 

but the more it is used the more our 
insincerity glares down at us.  What if 
we actually meant what we said as a 
society, as opinion leaders, as a country 
and as a continent?

I love Africa, not because I am Kenyan 
but because Africa is me and you. It’s 
its young people who never give up 
and more often have to go against the 
grain in a continent with the youngest 
and fastest growing population in 
the world, according to a 2017 United 
Nations Development Programme 

research. By 2055, the continent’s 
youth population aged between 15-24, 
is expected to be more than double the 
2015 total of 226 million.

226 million is not just a number. They 
are the voices of my peers, yet they are 
not as loud as they should be, they are 
not amplified as the rest of the voices,  
their potential has not been fully 
utilised.

When I think about the number of 
African youth vis-à-vis the potential 
and opportunities there in, the theme 
of a Youth Conference being organised 
by WWF-Africa  and African Wildlife 
Foundation (AWF) springs to mind 
- Youth 4 Nature:  One by One until 
Nature Wins them All .  This got me 
thinking, if nature can win just half of 

the 226 million African youth, then 
mother earth would be happier and 
healthier. Why? They got the zest and 
the potential of changing how we view 
and how we do things. They are our 
now and tomorrow.

Governments and non-governmental 
organisations have previously created 
rules, laws and regulations meant to 
help the environment and people 
thrive but there has been minimal 
implementation and countable youth 
involved, if any. 

The youth play a vital role in the 
implementation process, sadly, in 
most cases they are not involved and if 
involved they may not  be part of the 
decision making process.

We need to come up with ways in 

which we can bring the youth fully on 
board.  All is not gloom, I am hopeful 
that the inaugural Youth Conference 
which  will take place from 22nd to 
24th of May, 2019 in Nairobi Kenya at 
the African Wildlife Foundation (AWF) 
grounds, will be the turning point for 
African youth in conservation. The  
beautiful  and popular ‘rhyme’  by the 
youth, with the youth and for the youth, 
will be actualised when youth are given  
a platform and supported by veterans 
who’ve been there, are still doing it and 
are mentoring the next generation of 
environmental champions … because 
with youth on mother nature’s side, 
who can be against the call to save the 
natural systems that support life in   our 
planet - a home we  all share.

African youth arise for people and nature

T
HE International Day of 
Friendship is an initiative 
that follows on the proposal 
made by UNESCO and taken 

up by the UN General Assembly in 1997 
which defined the Culture of Peace as a 
set of values, attitudes and behaviours 
that reject violence and endeavour to 
prevent conflicts by addressing their 
root causes with a view to solving 
problems.

In its resolution of 1998, proclaiming 
the International Decade for a Culture 
of Peace and Non-Violence for the 
Children of the World the General 
Assembly recognized that enormous 
harm and suffering are caused to 
children through different forms 
of violence. It emphasized that the 
promotion of a culture of peace and 
non-violence should be instilled in 
children through education. If children 
learn to live together in peace and 
harmony that will contribute to the 
strengthening of international peace 
and cooperation. 

The International Day of Friendship 
is also based on the recognition of 
the relevance and importance of 
friendship as a noble and valuable 
sentiment in the lives of human beings 
around the world.

The International Day of Friendship 
was proclaimed in 2011 by the UN 
General Assembly with the idea that 
friendship between peoples, countries, 
cultures and individuals can inspire 
peace efforts and build bridges 
between communities.

Friendship Day (also International 
Friendship Day or Friend’s Day) is a 
day in several mostly Latin American 
and Asian countries for celebrating 
friendship. It was first proposed in 
1958 in Paraguay as the ‘International 

Friendship Day’. 
It was initially promoted by the 

greeting cards’ industry, evidence from 
social networking sites shows a revival 
of interest in the holiday that may have 
grown with the spread of the Internet, 
particularly in India, Bangladesh, 
and Malaysia. Mobile phones, digital 
communication and social media have 
contributed to popularize the custom. 

Friendship Day celebrations occur 
on different dates in different countries. 

Friendship Day was originated by 
Joyce Hall, the founder of Hallmark 
cards in 1930, intended to be 2 August 
and a day when people celebrated their 
friendships by holiday celebrations.   
Friendship Day was promoted by the 
greeting card National Association 
during the 1920s but met with 
consumer resistance – given that it was 
too obviously a commercial gimmick to 
promote greetings cards.

In honor of Friendship Day in 1998, 
Nane Annan, wife of UN Secretary-
General Kofi Annan, named Winnie 
the Pooh as the world’s Ambassador of 
Friendship at the United Nations. Some 
friends acknowledge each other with 
exchanges of gifts and cards on this day. 
Friendship bands are very popular in 
India, Nepal, Bangladesh, and parts of 
South America.    The World Friendship 
Crusade is a foundation that promotes 
friendship and fellowship among all 
human beings, regardless of race, 
color or religion. The World Friendship 
Crusade has lobbied the United Nations 
for many years to recognise 30 July as 
World Friendship Day and finally on 20 
May, General Assembly of the United 
Nations decided to designate 30 July as 
the International Day of Friendship.It 
is a reason for a friendly gathering and 
greeting both current and old friends. 

It is crucial to make people value 
peace right from early childhood 
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C
HINEDU Eze urges the federal government to support Nigerian carriers 
in their quest to take travellers to international destinations. At the return 
leg of Air Peace in augural flight, which took place on July 5, 2019, the flight 
operated by the airline’s Chief Pilot, Captain Victor Egonu was delayed for 

two hours, when the civil aviation authority of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) after 
inspecting the aircraft that was due for departure, did not communicate to the en-
gineers to approve the flight for take-off.

To observers, it was a form of aero-politics aimed at discouraging foreign oper-
ators on the route and thereby stem competition, knowing that if Air Peace con-
tinues to operate successfully, inevitably, the outrageous fares charged Nigerians 
would crash.

So, many industry observers are of the view that Nigeria should also adopt the 
principle of reciprocity so that when they discourage Nigerian airlines operations 
to their country, Nigeria would also adopt ways to discourage their own airlines 
from operating into Nigeria.

No indigenous Players
In the aviation industry it is almost taken for granted that Nigerian airlines can-

not operate international destinations for a long time. This is supported by the fact 
that many have tried and failed after a short time. One of the major reasons for their 
failure is inadequate equipment, high charges both at home and overseas and stiff 
competition from international carriers that have been designated to all the inter-
national airports in the country.

So, whenever any airline ventures on international service industry, some ana-
lysts would cynically project that their foray would not last. Industry observers 
however pointed out that the major reason for the set back was that government 
has not seen it as a necessity to have Nigerian carriers operates international desti-
nations successfully.

Former Minister of State, Aviation, Senator Hadi Sirika in 2016, hauled invectives 
at Nigerian airlines, saying that they were hugely indebted and that they lacked ca-
pacity, insisting then that it was only a national carrier that could provide the an-
swer to the dominance of foreign airlines in Nigeria’s international flight operations.

Sirika’s disposition on domestic airlines encapsulated the view government has 
about domestic airlines. That might explain the nostalgia about national carrier, but 
also looking at national carrier in Africa, many analysts would say that it has not 
been a successful story in the continent. Except Ethiopia Airlines, other national 
carriers in the continent are groping for survival and these include South Africa 
Airways, Egypt Air, Kenya Airways (which has permanent fiscal feeding bottle from 
government) and Camair Co, a Cameroon national carrier, is about to be liquidated 
after few years of operation.

Airlines’ Problem
Industry analysts are of the view that many Nigerian airlines suffer under capac-

ity. They do not have enough aircraft to operate both domestic and international 
service. Many of them are also cash strapped so they find it difficult to service inter-
national routes as long as they would establish themselves and begin to make profit.

Industry experts are also of the view that for Nigerian airlines to have the capacity 
to compete and operate international routes they should have the needed funds, 
acquire enough aircraft and also up the quality of their operation to meet inter-
national standards. Many Nigerian airlines start operation with about two aircraft. 
Most of their aircraft are old and fuel guzzlers, which force them to spend huge 
money on maintenance and because there is no major maintenance locally, it is 
difficult for them to maintain these aircraft at that huge cost.

Government’s Failure
The major failure of government is that it does not support domestic airlines in 

any way. It does not protect them against foreign carriers as other countries protect 

Protecting Nigerian airlines

their own domestic airlines. Top government offi-
cial told THISDAY recently that government decid-
ed to open the air transport market to encourage 
competition. But the totality of Nigerian personnel 
working for foreign airlines is not up to 1000, but 
Air Peace that started operation about five years 
ago has over 3000 workers. Arik Air had over 3000 
workers before it scaled down its operations and if 
the domestic airlines were empowered they would 
expand their operation and create more jobs for 
Nigerians.

Former Secretary General of the National Union 
of Air Transport Employees (NUATE), Olayinka 
Abioye, noted that foreign airlines have not em-
ployed many Nigerians despite the huge amount of 
money they cart away from the country.

“It will surprise you to see or hear how much 
money these foreign airlines earn annually and 
compare that with the number of employment 
opportunities they create for the Nigerian people. 
Shocking to say the least. “Secondly, almost on 
regular basis, they still confront us (labour) with 
redundancy, laying off staff by claiming that new 
technology or restrictions from home office neces-
sitated such staff reduction.

“Thirdly, where there is no such redundant or 
laying off of employees, there are no regular em-
ployees as almost every staff in one or two of the 
foreign airlines have contract staff. As you may 
wish to know, contract staff has no promotion, no 
benefits, except the terms and conditions upon 
which he/she was contracted. They circumvent 

our labour laws through the engagement of local 
legal officers who help them perfect those back 
door policies,” Olayinka said.

Government’s Support
According to industry analysts, there are many 

ways government could support Nigerian airlines.
Executive Director of Zenith Travels, Olu Ohu-

nayo, said that one of such ways was to introduce 
Fly Nigeria Act in which anyone travelling on govern-
ment expense must use Nigerian airline or its code-
share partner. This policy when introduced and im-
plemented would force foreign carriers to partner 
with Nigerian airlines and the local carrier would ben-
efit financially and technically from such partnership.

A major stakeholder in the industry told THISDAY 
recently that when some officials from the US Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA) visited Nigeria 
and it was offered to them to use a Nigerian carrier, 
operating a more modern aircraft to New York then, 
they insisted that they would fly US airline, which was 
Delta Air Line. They explained that it was a US policy 
that government officials cannot fly a non-American 
airline, unless no American airline or its partners op-
erate from that destination.

Ohunayo, said the Nigerian government could in-
troduce Fly Nigeria Act. This would help to develop 
the industry because it would enhance the growth of 
the airlines which would in turn employ more Nigeri-
ans, train more Nigerians and generate more money 
for Nigeria.

This would also increase the GDP from the aviation 
sector, increase revenues of aviation agencies and 

make more money available for infrastructural development of 
the industry.

Government Intervention
However, the Director General of the Nigerian Civil Aviation 

Authority (NCAA), Captain Muhtar Usman, told THISDAY that 
under his management the agency has intervened many times 
when some countries wanted to stop Nigerian airlines.

One example was when South African authority was delay-
ing the approval of Air Peace to fly to that country. The Director 
General said he intervened and immediately Air Peace was given 
approval.

Usman, said NCAA has done that many times to protect Nige-
rian airlines, noting that such intervention has helped their re-
gional and international operations. He also urged Nigerian carri-
ers to report to NCAA whenever they experience such treatment 
and observed that going to the media without formerly report-
ing the incident to the appropriate quarters would not solve the 
problem.

Reciprocity and Aero Politics
In order to ensure that Nigerian airlines are not frustrated out 

of foreign routes by the host airlines in collaboration with their 
governments as it happened to Arik Air Abuja-London route, Vir-
gin Nigeria Airways Lagos-Dubai route, Medview Airline Lagos-
London route and later Lagos-Dubai route, Nigeria must have to 
get involved in aero politics and adopt the principle of reciproc-
ity, to retaliate whenever a Nigerian airline is schemed out of any 
international route.

On Tuesday, Airline Operators of Nigeria (AON) reiterated that 
Nigeria loses about $3 billion and called on the government to 
support indigenous carriers by fully getting involved in aero poli-
tics.

“While we thank the federal government for its role in making 
this feat possible (Air Peace international operations), it is instruc-
tive to note that this next level requires strong government sup-
port, as Air Peace has become one of the pillars to the building of 
our nation’s economy.

“Air Peace is Nigeria’s private airlines’ fourth attempt into the 
international market and it would be recalled that many of the 
airlines that went before them collapsed due mainly to aero poli-
tics, which is 85 per cent the role of government to play. As we 
know foreign carriers dominate 100 per cent of the Nigerian sky 
with capital flight of about $3bn,” AON said.

Speaking further, the AON Executive Chairman, Nogie Meggi-
son remarked that the issue of Aero Politics has been the bane 
of operators like Bellview that was frustrated out of the India 
market; Arik Air that was given a distant parking bay in Dubai 
at the far end of the terminal; Medview which was frustrated 
out of the London route by sheer regulatory technicalities 
and so called safety deficiencies, unfair slot allocation, exorbi-
tant airport charges, levies and fees, and all forms of excuses 
to name a few which are mainly to discredit the airline as a 
means of edging it out of the route in order to get rid of the 
competition the carrier posed to their own local operators on 
the route and to protect their own.
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

at least 1,000 youth, people with disabilities and women 
groups in Dar es Salaam are expected to beneit from solar en-
ergy projects including receiving  sewing machine using solar 
energy to reduce the cost of production.

the project facilitated by the local Dar es Salaam -based com-
pany - Sepon in collaboration with Selco foundation from India 
is aimed at empowering youths, people with disabilities and 
women to alleviate poverty.

the Sepon marketing manager frank Swai said that over 
weekend when   launching national solar campaign and hand-
ing over of sawing machines using solar energy and the solar 
panels to two groups; a disabled group in Chanika in the outskirts 
of Dar es Salaam and Women group located at Magomeni.

He said the disabled group at Chanika suburb received saw-
ing machine using solar energy and installed solar panels worth 
1.8m/- to enable them in designing clothes at a reduce cost while 
women group in Magomeni received also sawing machine using 
solar energy and installed panels worth 2.5m/- to design diferent 
clothes.

Swai   , they will also beneit from installation of water pumps 
using solar worth 4m/- to support irrigation activities, ground-
nuts processing machine, juice processing machine worth 2m/- 
and solar panel to generate electricity for a  printing operation 
worth 14m/-.

He said all this resonate the ifth phase government that 
among other insist on self-dependency and people to engage in 
production.

“the Selco foundation from India will continue cementing the 
cooperation with tanzania company due to the long history in 
the innovation and utilization of solar technology to improve the 
family income, ”he said.

for her part, the senior adviser at Selco foundation Sarah ahn 
called on other stakeholders to join hand their eforts of assuring 
women and youths are empowered with cheap and afordable 
technology.

She said alternative sustainable energy was very important 
to improve the individual incomes and the entire family, adding 
that relying on would be the  best solution.

representing amani and umoja women groups in 
Magomeni,Salma Igomola said the new machines using solar will 
increase their production capacity to achieve their target at a re-
duced cost compared it was before.

She said with new sawing machine, they can produce 80 piec-
es of clothes per day from 30 pieces of clothes per day adding it 
will also serve time and delays to customers.

“I would like to thank for the support, I’m sure it will to great 
extent enable them to produce more  products at reduced 
costs”,she said.

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Iringa

IN support of the government’s eforts to end the challenge 
facing girls failing to attend school due to menstruation, the afya 
Plus which deals with health issues in the country has launched 
special female sanitary towels which are reusable aimed at in-
creasing girls’ performance.

Speaking at the launch of the new afya Plus reusable Sanitary 
Pads, afya Plus CEO, Suzan Yumbe said girls have been having a 
hard time attending school because of the challenges associated 
with menstruation which makes them fall backward compared 
to their male counterparts.

Menstruation is the process in which the uterus sheds blood 
and tissue through the vagina. this is a natural and healthy pro-
cess for girls and women of reproductive age.

She said that the idea of   starting to make special reusable sani-
tary towels for women and girls came from a “Safe Menstrual” 
project aimed at empowering teachers and students on safe 
menstrual issues, raising awareness on the importance of budg-
eting for enabling girls to have access to towels.

Yumbe added that in making sure the organization helps 
girls and women; the organisation has been able to provide the 
skills and knowledge to 59 out of 100 targeted women and girls 
through “Improve 100” project. 

She said the ‘Improve 100’ project is the third project launched 
by afyaPlus which aims to help 100 girls and women aged 16-30 
years gain access to a variety of social and economic skills.

She said the project reached six months this year but came to 
an end yesterday with 59 girls and women successfully complet-
ing the programme.

In line with launching the “Improve 100” project the organisa-
tion has launched its own special towels (afYaPLuS reusable 
Sanitary Pads) which in the inal stages of obtaining quality reg-
istration from the tanzania Bureau of Standards (tBS) as well as 
registration from Small Industries Development Organisation 
(SIDO).

the afyaPlus based in Iringa was established in 2017 in June 
where it has now successfully undertaken three separate pro-
jects that are Health Education and Sanitation in schools, Safe 
Menstrual in schools and the third project is for empowering 
women and girls.

and Iringa Girls’ school pupils have said the presence of spe-
cial towels will allow many girls to attend classes due to men-
struation.

they said the towels will help many girls especially with low 
incomes as they can use towels for longer periods of time com-
pared to regular pads.

Halima Msofe is a form six Student at Iringa Girls Secondary 

New reusable pads to keep girls in school
School, and said many pupils have been having problems dur-
ing their menstrual cycle.

She said many high school girls face the biggest challenge that 
undermines their education and undermines their dreams be-
cause of not being in a healthy environment that makes them 
have safe menstruation.

She said the wash pads will help students since they can use 
them all year round without getting infections compared to plas-
tic pads.

Msofe added that healthily regular pads should be changed 
every four hours but students can wear wash pads for a long 
time without changing, helping students to stay longer at school.

In his speech as guest of honor, Iringa District Commissioner 
richard Kasesela has asked the tBS to see how best to expedite 
the products manufactured by local manufacturers while the 
students themselves express their excitement after launching 
the female towels. 

During menstruation, girls and young women living in rural 
areas of tanzania have no choice but to use rags instead of cost-
prohibitive feminine hygiene products. 

this leads to many problems, including excessive school ab-
sence. In fact, the united Nations estimates that 10 per cent of 
girls in Sub-Saharan africa miss up to 20 per cent of the school 
year due to her menstrual cycle.

A priest with a 
church known as 
Kanisa la Halisi 
la Mungu Baba 
(L) shows a char-
coal-powered 
refrigerator to 
his followers at 
an exhibition 
held at Tegeta in 
Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Photo: 
Correspondent 
Miraji Msala

Dar youth, women, 

PLWDs to benefit 

from solar project

The Selco Foundation from India will 
continue cementing the cooperation 
with Tanzania company 
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  By Robert Nasi  

T
HE climate crisis is one of the greatest challenges of 
our time, leading a million youth around the globe 
to pour onto the streets, demanding political lead-
ers wake up to this destruction of our planet. And it 

comes not a moment too soon.
Fortunately, we already have one very effective tool for 

climate-change action. I refer to rights: land-use and tenure 
rights for indigenous peoples, women, youth and local com-
munities.

Evidence shows that when local communities have au-
thority over their forests and land, and their rights legally 
recognized, deforestation rates are often reduced. Insecure 
tenure can be a recipe for deforestation and forest degrada-
tion.

Forests are the front line for fighting global warming. By 
absorbing carbon dioxide and trapping carbon, forests re-
duce the greenhouse gas emissions linked to climate change.

Consider Guatemala’s 2.1-million-hectare Maya Biosphere 
Reserve, where almost a dozen community forests are man-
aged locally, based on standards set in Forest Stewardship 
Council-certified land-use plans. Deforestation rates there 
have been close to zero over the past 14 years - a better rate 
than in the core zone of the reserve.

  Rights are at the root of fighting climate change

forests.
In Nepal, local forest user groups show how greater tenure 

security has enabled community-based institutions to im-
prove forest management and build sustainable livelihoods.

More than 18,000 forest-user groups manage over one-

third of Nepal’s forest area. Forest cover has increased con-
siderably and many user groups have licensed new kinds 
of forest-based enterprises generating jobs and incomes 
- something they could not do legally before devolution of 
forest rights, according to research by the Center for Inter-
national Forestry Research (CIFOR).

Despite the multiple benefits, land-use rights and tenure 
security are not easily achieved. Indigenous peoples and lo-
cal communities legally own only about 15% of forests world-
wide. Yet, their traditional areas cover about 25% of the 
world’s land surface, which overlap with some 40% of global 
land-based government-protected areas, including ecologi-
cally intact landscapes such as boreal and tropical primary 
forests, savannas and marshes. These landscapes are often 
rich in biodiversity.

Local communities and indigenous peoples fighting for 
their rights must often confront vested political interests 
and demands of the wealthy and powerful - cattle ranch-
ers, mega-farmers, major logging firms and illegal loggers - 
which often work against local community control of lands 
and forests.

A cause for hope are discussions this weekend at the 
world’s largest platform on sustainable land use, the Global 
Landscapes Forum, which is focusing its flagship summit on 
rights and their importance in landscape restoration and 
confronting climate change.

Local community representatives, indigenous peoples, 
scientists, policymakers, and activists for women’s rights will 
converge in Bonn to try to change the narrative, to see local 
people as part of the solution, not part of the problem.

Recognizing and securing tenure first requires a strong, 
evidence-based understanding of the challenges facing in-
digenous peoples and local communities in order to design 
effective strategies to overcome these challenges.

The power of rights to help solve climate change has yet to 
be fully witnessed - but I look forward to seeing it soon.

Climate change occurs when changes in Earth’s climate 
system result in new weather patterns that last for at least 
a few decades, and maybe for millions of years. The climate 
system comprises five interacting parts, the atmosphere 
(air), hydrosphere (water), cryosphere (ice and permafrost), 
biosphere (living things), and lithosphere (earth’s crust and 
upper mantle). The climate system receives nearly all of 
its energy from the sun, with a relatively tiny amount from 
earth’s interior. The climate system also gives off energy to 
outer space. The balance of incoming and outgoing energy, 
and the passage of the energy through the climate system, 
determines Earth’s energy budget. When the incoming ener-
gy is greater than the outgoing energy, earth’s energy budget 
is positive and the climate system is warming. If more energy 
goes out, the energy budget is negative and earth experi-
ences cooling. 

As this energy moves through Earth’s climate system, it 
creates Earth’s weather and long-term averages of weather 
are called  climate . Changes in the long term average are 
called  climate change . Such changes can be the result of  
internal variability , when natural processes inherent to 
the various parts of the climate system alter Earth’s energy 
budget. Examples include cyclical ocean patterns such as 
the well-known El Niño–Southern Oscillation and less famil-
iar Pacific decadal oscillation and Atlantic multidecadal os-
cillation. Climate change can also result from “external forc-
ing”, when events outside of the climate system’s five parts 
nonetheless produce changes within the system. Examples 
include changes in solar output and volcanism. 

Human activities can also change earth’s climate, and 
are presently driving climate change through global warm-
ing.  There is no general agreement in scientific, media or 
policy documents as to the precise term to be used to refer 
to anthropogenic forced change; either “global warming” or 
“climate change” may be used.  The first describes the aver-
age effect on a global scale, whilst the second describes how 
different geographical regions are affected differently. 

The field of climatology incorporates many disparate fields 
of research. For ancient periods of climate change, research-
ers rely on evidence preserved in climate proxies, such as 
ice cores,  ancient tree rings, geologic records of changes in 
sea level, and glacial geology. Physical evidence of current 
climate change covers many independent lines of evidence, 
a few of which are temperature records, the disappearance 
of ice, and extreme weather events. 

The most general definition of climate change is a change 
in the statistical properties (principally its mean and spread)  
of the climate system when considered over long periods of 
time, regardless of cause.  Accordingly, fluctuations over pe-
riods shorter than a few decades, such as El Niño, do not 
represent climate change. 

The term “climate change” is often used to refer specifi-
cally to anthropogenic climate change (also known as glob-
al warming). 

Anthropogenic climate change is caused by human activ-
ity, as opposed to changes in climate that may have resulted 
as part of Earth’s natural processes.[6] In this sense, espe-
cially in the context of environmental policy, the term cli-
mate change has become synonymous with anthropogenic 
global warming. Within scientific journals, global warm-
ing refers to surface temperature increases while climate 
change includes global warming and everything else that 
increasing greenhouse gas levels affect.  

A related term, “climatic change”, was proposed by the 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1966 to en-
compass all forms of climatic variability on time-scales 
longer than 10 years, but regardless of cause. 

During the 1970s, the term climate change replaced cli-
matic change to focus on anthropogenic causes, as it be-
came clear that human activities had a potential to drasti-
cally alter the climate.  

Climate change was incorporated in the title of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) and the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Cli-
mate change is now used as both a technical description of 
the process, as well as a noun used to describe the problem.  

 Prior to the 18th century, scientists had not suspected that 
prehistoric climates were different from the modern period. 
By the late 18th century, geologists found evidence of a suc-
cession of geological ages with changes in climate. In the 
years since, a great deal of scientific progress has been made 
understanding the workings of the climate system. 

Or look at community forests in the Indian state of Megha-
laya. Government there has demonstrated confidence in lo-
cal management by handing over more than 90% of forests 
to local communities, plus offering incentives to over 60 vil-
lage councils to revive and protect some 27,000 hectares of 
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By Finnigan wa Simbeye

T
HE decision  as to whether the 
country will adopt bulk procure-
ment in importation of liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) will be made 

once a joint committee formed by Energy 
minister Dr Medard Kalemani earlier this 
year.

Petroleum Bulk Procurement Agency acting 
CEO Erasto Simon and Energy and Water Util-
ities Regulatory Authority Corporate Affairs 
Manager, Titus Kaguo said in Dar es Salaam last 
week that their institutions are simply waiting 
for directives from Ministry of Energy.

“The Minister formed a joint committee rep-
resenting all key stakeholders from both the 
public and private sectors which is undertak-
ing a technical analysis of the situation that will 
be the basis for the final decision,” Simon said.

He pointed out that the joint committee’s 
members have already visited Kenya, Mauri-
tius, Morocco and South Africa to learn more 
about the countries’ bulk procurement of LPG 
which can be employed locally to benefit all 
parties.

“As the President directed, the decision 
should be reached amicably with a win win 
situation for the government, private compa-
nies and consumers of LPG,” he noted echo-
ing the words of President John Magufuli who 
ordered last month that following complaints 
raised by private companies, the Ministry of 
Energy should consult with all stakeholders.

The PBPA chief further noted that although 

bulk procurement system has worked well in 
importation of petroleum products, private 
companies which have invested heavily in 
LPG storage facilities fear that introduction of 
BPS will harm them.

“But it should be noted that BPS is a mat-
ter of the law which should be carefully ad-
dressed,” he advised.

Simon’s observations were seconded by 
Ewura’s Kaguo who said that the issue of BPS 

emanates from the Petroleum Act of 2008 
that calls for an effective and efficient means 
of procurement of petroleum products of 
which LPG falls into the same. 

“We started with petrol, diesel and kero-

sene of which we have seen the fruits.  How-
ever, this is a policy issue and therefore, it is 
the jurisdictions of the Ministry of Energy to 
give us as regulators a green light,” the Ewura 
spokesman noted.

He said as Dr Kalemani’s joint committee 
continues to work on the matter, Ewura re-
mains optimistic that an amicable solution 
will be arrived at as ordered by President 
Magufuli. 

When BPS was first introduced in 2012, oil 
marketing companies strongly opposed the 
move saying it would frustrate investments 
and dilute competition in a market where 
each company charged own price as per the 
origin of the product.

But after over seven years of BPS, many 
stakeholders agree that transparency has 
been enhanced, government revenue boosted 
while consumers have been protected against 
hiked pump prices resulting from carteliza-
tion of the market by OMCs.

Once dominated by a few OMCs, LPG prices 
have fallen in recent years thanks to Ewura’s 
decision to intervene and mobilise more com-
panies to import the product as many house-
holds in Dar es Salaam, shift from use of char-
coal and firewood to LPG.

“Prices have lowered in recent years only 
because Ewura has massively facilitated mar-
ket growth of LPG in the country where by on 
2008 less than six tonnes were consumed an-
nually as compared to  140,000 tonnes by end 
2018,” Ewura’s Corporate Affairs Manager, ar-
gued.

Fate of LPG’s bulk procurement in 
hands of Kalemani joint committee 

Energy minister Dr Medard Kalemani speaks at a past event. File photo.  



14 Tuesday 30 July  2019

NEMC undertaking climate change 
mitigating projects with 21.5bn/- 
By Francis Kajubi

T
HREE major climate change mitigation projects 
have been allocated U$ 10million (over 21.5bn/-) by 
the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
over the next five years.

National Environment Management Council’s Coordi-
nator for Climate Change Initiative Programme, Fredrick 
Mulinda said in Dar es Salaam last week that the projects 
are in Bunda district of Mara region, Kongwa district of Do-
doma region and Singida district of Singida region.

“The funds are available to us until 2022 when we will be 
able to request for another U$10 million to implement projects 
in the next five years. The UNFCCC is considering a request to 
increase funding to U$20 million so that we can implement 
many projects,” Mulinda added.

Mulinda  said since 2017, NEMC has been receiving grants 
from UNFCCC aimed implementing projects meant to reduce 
activities that contribute towards climate change in the coun-
try with Dar es Salaam and Tanga regions being beneficiaries 
so far.  C
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“Three projects on climate change mitigation 
will be financing by the latest grant are Bunda Cli-
mate Adaptation Project to be undertaken by Bun-
da District Council and targets farmers, fishermen 
and pastoralists while the second project is called 
Climate Change Adaptation among Agro-pastoral 
communities of Kongwa district by Kongwa Dis-
trict Council,” he said.

According to him, the third project is a Strategic 
Water Harvesting Technologies for Semi-arid ar-

eas in Singida region with an objective of taming 
perennial droughts which have ravaged the cen-
tral Tanzanian region.

“So far Tanzania has already benefited from the 
UN adaptation fund through a U$5 million grant 
given in 2017 to finance construction of water 
barriers along ocean road in Dar es Salaam and 
in Zanzibar to control land degradation on ocean 
shore,” he noted.

The construction of the walls was however su-
pervised by the Vice President’s Office in collabo-
ration with United Nations Environment Program 
because by then NEMC was not yet accredited 
with the UNFCCC to qualify as the projects’ over-
seer. Meanwhile, Mulinda said the government is 
in the process of amending the 1997 National Envi-
ronmental Policy and its implementation plan so 
that it can meet current challenges. He said imple-
mentation of the Environment Management Act, 
191 of 2004, is still difficult due to lack of certain 
key regulations and guidelines.

NEMC Director General, Dr Samuel Gwamaka.

JOHANNESBURG 

SASOL said some of its South African plants are under 
threat from sulfur dioxide emission standards that it will 
need to comply with by 2025.

The company, South Africa’s biggest by revenue, operates 
plants that convert coal into motor fuel and chemicals 
in Secunda, east of Johannesburg, and Sasolburg to the 
south. Flue-gas desulfurisation equipment needed to cut 
emissions of the gas, which causes acid rain and a range of 
health complications, is too costly and technically difficult 
to install, Sasol said. Globally, as well as in South Africa, the 
company produces a range of chemicals.

Air pollution in the area around coal-fired plants 
operated by Sasol and Eskom east and south of 
Johannesburg, South Africa’s biggest city, rivals levels in 
some of the most polluted cities on earth. The government 
has proposed doubling the new limit, but is coming under 
increased pressure to act against the two companies as it’s 
being sued by environmental activists over the breach of 
current emission limits.

Sasol will have to comply with new sulfur dioxide 
emission limits for coal boilers of 500 milligrams of the 
pollutant per normal cubic metre. Its 2018 emission 
reports show that some equipment at both Secunda and 
Sasolburg regularly exceeds 1 000 milligrams.

“The new plant standard for sulfur dioxide will pose a 
compliance risk challenge for Sasol post 2025 from both 
a technical and financial feasibility point of view,” the 
company said in an emailed response to questions. “All 
commercially available technologies for the abatement 
of sulfur dioxide to meet new plant standards have been 
evaluated and we continue to scan for new technologies.” 
A failure to comply could lead to fines and the closing of 
plants.

While Sasol has already won a postponement, Eskom is 
yet to hear whether its applications to have its compliance 
with the sulfur dioxide emission standards delayed 
from 2020 until 2025 are successful. It has argued that it 
would only be economic and feasible to fit the pollution 
abatement technology on its two newest plants.

Eskom, which operates about 15 coal-fired power 
stations, has said that flue-gas desulfurisation equipment 
can cost between R20 billion and R40 billion per plant. 
Environmental activists including Greenpeace put the 
cost significantly lower.

“Sasol is still saying they can’t afford flue-gas 
desulfurisation,” said Robyn Hugo, program head for 
pollution and climate change at the Cape Town-based 
Centre for Environmental Rights. “Sasol itself has 
confirmed that there are no other means to meet these 
minimum emission standards.”

In addition to being technically difficult and costly, 
flue-gas desulfurisation equipment would require that 
additional water and limestone are brought in from the 
Northern Cape province. Existing limestone mines in that 
province are 450 kilometres (280 miles) to 800 kilometres 
away from Sasol’s plants.

“Flue-gas desulfurisation technology is proven,” Sasol 
said. Still, “it would be significantly challenging to retrofit” 
the equipment at the existing plants, it said. In a separate 
application for a delay in meeting emission limits for a 
range of other pollutants, Sasol has asked for permission to 
significantly exceed caps for nitrogen dioxide, particulate 
matter and carbon monoxide until 2025. By that time, it 
says in the application, new equipment should enable it 
to comply. On incinerators at its Secunda plant, it wants 
limits of as much as 90 times the new cap to be applied for 
carbon monoxide and particulate matter.

Sasol’s South African 
plants threatened by 
emission standards

Sasol’s synfuel plant in Secunda, Johannesburg. 

NAIROBI 

STRUGGLING retail chain Nakumatt Holdings wants 
an order issued last year directing it to vacate its former 
premises at City Mall in Nyali, Mombasa, set aside, even 
as South Africa-based retailer Shoprite recently signalled 
opening its third Kenya store at the premises next month.

In its appeal, Nakumatt wants all proceedings and 
orders given following an application by Ideal Locations 
Ltd, its former landlord, after the commencement of 
an insolvency suit in Nairobi, set aside. Through lawyer 
Mutiso Ngonze, Nakumatt argued that the Environment 
and Lands Court did not have the jurisdiction to hear and 
determine the application.

On March 5 last year, Justice Charles Yano of the Lands 
Court ordered Nakumatt to vacate City Mall premises and 
also directed it to pay Sh27.8 million being outstanding 
rent, service charge and promotion fund as of November 
1, 2017.

Mr Ngonze argues that the judge erred in allowing 
prosecution of the application by Ideal Locations in the 
face of express orders of stay emanating from insolvency 
proceedings at the High Court in Nairobi.

Nakumatt appeals order 
to vacate Mombasa space
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PanAfrican chief targets 185MW Kinyerezi 
plant with increased natural gas production 
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By Smart Money Reporter

INSTALLATION of a 
refrigeration package at Songas 
natural gas facility has enabled 
PanAfrican Energy Tanzania 
Limited to increase production 
to 90 million standard cubic 
feet per day (MMscf/d) which 
is shipped to Dar es Salaam for 
power generation.

PAET Managing Director, 
Andrew Hanna (pictured)
said he anticipates a further 
increases in  demand  for  gas  
once  the new 185-megawatt 
gas  fired  generation  facility is 
commissioned  at  Kinyerezi  in  
Dar  es  Salaam  in  the  second  
half  of  2019.  

Hanna said production 
potential will be optimised in the 
coming months and is expected 
to increase ultimate capacity 
to 100 MMscf/d. In  addition,  
PAET  progressed  front  end  
engineering  and  design  work  
for  compressors  that  are  
expected  to  be  installed  on  
the  Songas  facilities  by mid-
2021. 

“These are exciting times 
for Tanzania which is seeing a  
marked  increase  in  its  power  
generation  capacity,  alongside  
industrial  growth,” he pointed 
out while revealing that through 
its side letter agreement signed 
with Tanzania   Petroleum 
Development   Corporation  and  

TANESCO in December 2018, 
and under the terms of the Gas 
Sales Agreement, signed with 
the TPDC in  May  2019,  PAET  
has  continued  to  sell  volumes  
over  and  above  the  Songas  
facilities  throughput of up to 20 
MMscf/d through the National 
Natural Gas Infrastructure.

“PAET is poised to meet early 
increases in demand for gas to 
feed new generation facilities 
and is ready to work with our 
partners towards meeting long 
term demand in the future,” the 
PAET Managing Director, added. 

The  on-site  work  to  install  
the  refrigeration  system  
was  undertaken  during  the  
annual rainy  season, when 

the country’s   hydroelectricity 
plants operate at capacity and 
demand for electricity from 
the gas fired plants tends to be 
lower, the company said in a 
statement. 

The timing of this work 
ensured that any necessary 
interruptions to gas supplies 
during installation had minimal 
impact on national power 
generation.   

 However, despite the 
increased power  generation  
from  hydroelectricity  plants 
during  this  period, PAET still 
experienced  a  significant  
increase  in demand  for  
additional gas of approximately 
23MMscf/d during the  second  

quarter of 2019 compared to 
demand recorded in the same 
period during 2018. 

 “The company is prepared to 
meet this demand by delivering 
additional volumes through the 
NNGI,” the statement added 
while pointing out that during 
the second quarter  of  this year, 
the company also commenced  
a  low-cost  work  programme  
to  optimise  the  configuration  
of  the  flow  lines  that  feed  
gas  from  the  wells  to  the  
Songas  processing  plant  on  
Songo Songo Island and/or the 
NNGI. This work is expected 
to increase overall production 
capacity by approximately 10 
MMscf/d.  

BANGKOK 

THAILAND’S tourism minister 
has blamed a surge in the baht for 
sapping tourist arrivals into Southeast 
Asia’s second-largest economy, and 
says he’ll take up the matter with 
the central bank, highlighting rising 
concern over the currency’s gains.

Arrivals have dropped because 
of the baht’s strength, Piphat 
Ratchakitprakarn, minister of tourism 
and sports, told reporters in Bangkok 
after he officially began his new role. 
Piphat said he’d discuss with the Bank 
of Thailand and the finance minister 
what can be done to help support the 
industry. 

Thailand’s currency is among 
the strongest in emerging markets 
over the past 12 months, and the 
jump has been a headwind for an 
economy that’s also being hurt by the 
fall-out from global trade tensions. 
The central bank has signalled its 
concern about the advance, and 
on Wednesday Governor Veerathai 
Santiprabhob said he’s tracking the 
currency closely and is prepared to 
act.

“The Thai baht’s strength is part 
of the reason why the number of 
tourists has dropped, as those who 
come would get less money from their 
currencies to spend,” Piphat said on 
Thursday. “Tourism is considered to 
be one of our country’s main revenue 
drivers. I will do everything I can 
to make sure that arrivals increase 
and more revenue is generated than 
before.”

Costlier kingdom
Piphat’s aim to boost the number 

of arrivals contrasts with the view 
from his predecessor, Weerasak 
Kowsurat, who said Thailand should 
care less about increasing of quantity 
of travellers and focus instead on 
improving sustainable tourism to 
mitigate environmental impacts 
caused by too many visitors.

Vital role
Tourism is a key component of 

the economy, accounting for about 
a fifth of gross domestic product by 
some measures. Piphat said he was 
sticking to a recently-lowered target 
of 39.9 million arrivals but declined 
to comment on whether Thailand 
could hit its goal for 3.2 trillion baht 
in receipts this year. Arrivals in June 
fell to 2.9 million from 3.03 million a 
year earlier.

“I will have to speak with the 
finance minister and the central 
bank governor on what to do,” Piphat 
said. The concern about the baht’s 
trajectory comes amid a political 
transition, with the military-led 
administration that’s been in power 
for five years giving way this week to 
a civilian government, albeit one still 
headed by Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-Ocha, a former general who led 
a coup.

Fewer tourists 
are going 
to Thailand 
because of 
its expensive 
currency
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THANKS to the unremitting efforts of China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region, Turghun Rose , a man from a 
registered poor family in Awati township of Kashgar, Xin-
jiang, is now securing a stable income working as a forest 
ranger in the village and running agritainment business 
under the assistance from local government.

“Turghun comes from a family of four. He gets a 10,000-
yuan subsidy by running agritainment business and 
makes over 10,000 yuan per year as a forest ranger. Be-
sides, he is also gaining extra money by raising poultry in 
his courtyard,” introduced He Jing, secretary of the party 
committee of Awati township. 

“The annual per capita income of his family has ex-
ceeded 5,000 yuan, and he will shake off poverty by the 
end of the year,” He said.

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region Communist Par-
ty Committee has been focusing on the areas of extreme 
poverty and the most vulnerable groups, making targeted 
policies, promotion and implementation plans.

From 2014 to 2018, a total of 2.31 million people and 
13 impoverished counties in the region were lifted out of 
poverty. The incidence of poverty dropped to 6.1 percent 
atthe end of last year from 19.4 percentsix years ago. 

Kashgar, Hotan, Kizilsu Kyrgyz Autonomous Prefecture 
and Aksu Prefecture, four regions in southern Xinjiang, 
have eliminated poverty for nearly 1.89 million people 
and 4 impoverished counties.

Relocation of poor population from inhospitable areas 
achieves remarkable progress

Dure Gharman grew up in a shepherd family in the vil-
lage of Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous County, Kashgar. To 
leave his hometown is a tough decision for him to make. 
“I grew up in the mountains. My parents are here and so 
are my cattle and sheep,” said Dure. After several visits to 
the resettlement areas, he and his wife finally decided to 
move.

Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous County is located in the 
eastern foothills of the Pamirs highland, with an average 
elevation of over 4,000 meters. The harsh natural envi-
ronment and the backward infrastructure such as the 
poor water and electricity supply make it hard for the 
county to get rid of poverty.

To address the issues of harsh living conditions and in-
adequate production materials that caused poverty for 
the region, the county started a relocation program since 
2017. So far, 1,418 residents from 358 households have 
been resettled.

Dure’s family is one of the 358 households. After the 
Dure and his family decided to move, the local govern-
ment bought them a washing machine, a gas stove, and a 
rice cooker.The government also installed a heating boil-
er for Dure’s new house and even prepared them beds 
and curtains.

Living in the 80-square-meter new house, Dure just 
couldn’t believe that all this has actually happened.

Stepping out of the mountains and saying good bye to 
the wood stoves, solar panels and water from the river 
dike, Dure is full of expectations for the future. “My wife 
now works in a factory that makes handicrafts. We are 
also planning to open a shop in the future.”

“Relocating the poor is an effective way to help those 
in poor natural conditionsget rid of poverty. We must 
choose an appropriate relocation plan for the poverty-
stricken households and develop the industries in reset-
tlement areas so that these residents could actually be 
better off in the new places,” said Wang Fuyou, secretary 
of the party committee in Taxkorgan Tajik Autonomous 
County.

Industrial development drives continuous growth of 
incomes for poverty-stricken families

“Last September, a fellow villager of mine introduced 
me to this pigeon farm. I worked here as a pigeon feeder 
and dustman. Now I’m in charge of a cooperative and 
earn over 2,500 yuan a month,” said a 35-year-old Uyghur 
villager named Mehmet Azizi from Lop county, Hotan 
Prefecture of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. He is 
very satisfied with his current status.

The cooperative that Mehmet runs is a subordinate of a 
Lop-based pigeon-breeding company that is established 
with capital aid from Beijing and a poverty-relief fund. 
Thanks to its cooperation with a leading enterprise in the 
industry, the company has constantly increased income 
for impoverished families and offered stable income for 
local farmers.

Establishing a pigeon breeding base, the pigeon compa-
ny has expanded its business to impoverished counties, 
townships and villages, introduced Ren Xuexian, director 
of a supply and marketing cooperative in Lop county. 

According to Ren, the pigeon company has established 
21 sub-branches in impoverished villages that raise over 
5,000 pairs of pigeons each. It has also set up 23 breeding 
teams that raise over 1,000 pairs each. 

The company has formed an integrated system of pi-
geon industry that bases on large-scale operation and 
creates profits for all of its members, said Chen, adding 
that it has helped increase income for 7,730 impover-
ished people. 

Xinjiang’s Hotan prefecture is one of the contiguous 
poverty-stricken areas in China, and it’s extremely diffi-
cult for local farmers and herdsmen to increase income. 

Relying on development-oriented poverty alleviation, 
Hotan introduced labor-intensive businesses and bred 
species that are capable of enduring drought. It has nur-
tured a mature industrial system, and successfully in-
creased income for local residents.

Happiness is created from hardwork. In the course of 
poverty alleviation, Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 
will not give up on any village, family, or individual, and 
will spare no efforts to realize the dream for a better life 
of the impoverished people.

                People’s Daily

SAN JUAN, PUERTO RICO 

THE woman who is sup-
posed to replace Puerto 
Rico’s embattled governor 
announced on Sunday that 
she doesn’t want the job as 
the US territory reels from 
political crisis.

Justice Secretary Wanda 
Vázquez said in a Twitter 
post that she hopes Gov Ri-
cardo Rosselló will appoint 
a secretary of state before 
resigning Aug 2 as planned.

Former Secretary of State 
Luis Rivera Marín would 
have been next in line as 
governor, according to the 
US territory’s constitution. 

But he is one of more than 
a dozen officials who have 
resigned in recent weeks 
since someone leaked an ob-
scenity-laced chat in which 

Rosselló and close advisers 
insulted people including 
women and victims of Hur-
ricane Maria.

Rosselló on Wednesday 
announced that he would 
step down following nearly 
two weeks of massive pro-
tests amid anger over the 
chat, corruption charges 
against several former 
government officials and 
a 13-year recession. In the 
chat, the 40-year-old Demo-
crat and son of a governor 
called a female politician a 
“whore,” referred to another 
as a “daughter of a bitch,” 
and made fun of an obese 
man with whom he posed in 
a photo.

Rosselló became the first 
governor to resign in the 
modern history of Puerto 

Rico, a US territory of 3.2 mil-
lion American citizens. He is 
more than halfway through 
his four-year term.

Marín’s resignation had 
left Vázquez as next in line 
to be governor. But she said 
she has already told Rosselló 
about her wishes not to get 
the job, creating a chaotic 
scenario about who will be 
Puerto Rico’s next leader.

If Rosselló’s choice for a 
secretary of state is not ap-
proved by the island’s House 
and Senate, Puerto Rico’s 
law dictates the treasury 
secretary would be next in 
line if the justice secretary 
doesn’t become governor. 

But current Treasury Sec-
retary Francisco Parés is too 
young at 31 years old. The 
constitution dictates the 

person would have to be at 
least 35, so that would leave 
interim Education Secretary 
Eligio Hernández next in 
line. He replaced former ed-
ucation secretary Julia Kele-
her, who resigned in April 
and was arrested July 10 on 
federal corruption charges. 
She has pleaded not guilty.

“This is crazy,” political ex-
pert Mario Negrón Portillo 
said in a phone interview on 
Sunday. “We have no idea 
what’s even going to happen 
tomorrow. Societies cannot 
live with this type of uncer-
tainty.”

Vázquez’s comments 
came less than an hour after 
Public Affairs Secretary An-
thony Maceira resigned.

“There were many chal-
lenges that we had to face 

Woman set to replace Puerto Rico’s 
governor does not want job

together as Puerto Ricans, although sometimes we differed,” 
he said. “The work of each one of us must continue with the 
welfare of our island and its people as its north.”

The announcement comes a day before Puerto Ricans 
planned another march, this time against Vázquez, who is 
accused of not ordering an investigation into the alleged mis-
management of supplies for hurricane victims, among other 
things.

Vázquez said on Friday that there is a lot of misinforma-
tion but that she cannot speak publicly about certain cases.

“The vicious attacks on my personal and professional in-
tegrity continue,” she said. “The desire and agenda of some 
to try to undermine my credibility at this moment of tran-
scendental importance to Puerto Rico and to destabilize the 
governmental order is evident.”

A spokeswoman for Vázquez did not immediately return a 

China’s Xinjiang 
provides focused 
assistance to areas 
of extreme poverty
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No one is in position to dictate to Chinese people

TOKYO

TOkyO believes that a possible visit of Russian Prime 
Minister Dmitry Medvedev to the Southern kuril Islands 
contradicts the Japanese government’s position on these 
territories, Japanese Foreign Minister Taro kono told re-
porters yesterday.

“This is incompatible with our government’s position,” 
kono said when asked to comment on the upcoming visit 
of the Russian premier.

A renowned Japanese politician, Muneo Suzuki, who is in 
charge of dialogue with Russia and is considered as an un-
oicial adviser to Prime Minister Shinzo Abe on Japanese-
Russian relations, announced that Medvedev was expected 
to visit Iturup, one of the Southern kuril Islands, on August 
1-2. On July 24, Medvedev’s Press Secretary Oleg Osipov re-
fused to comment on the prime minister’s upcoming visits. 
However, he noted that the head of the Russian govern-
ment “is free to visit” any Russian region if he thinks this 
is necessary, including the kuril Islands, which are part of 
Russia’s Sakhalin Region.

Last time, Medvedev visited Iturup in summer 2015. He 
inspected a local airport and the Reidovo ish processing 
plant and met with the participants of the Iturup all-Rus-
sian youth educational forum. 

Tokyo often voices protest over the visits of Russian of-
icials to the Southern kuril Islands. Moscow has rejected 
these protests on many occasions.

Russia and Japan have been in talks to sign a peace treaty 
since the mid-20th century. The main stumbling block to 
achieving this is the ownership issue over the Southern 
kuril Islands, called the Northern Territories in Japan. 

After the end of World War II, the kuril Islands were in-
corporated into the Soviet Union. However, the ownership 
of Iturup, kunashir, Shikotan Islands and the Habomai Is-
lands has been challenged by Japan.

The Russian Foreign Ministry has repeatedly said that 
Russia’s sovereignty over these islands, which is commit-
ted to paper in international documents, cannot be called 
in question.

Japan says Russian PM’s 
possible visit to Kuril Islands 
runs counter to its stance

State Council Information Office spokesperson Hu Kaihong holds a white paper entitled 
China’s National Defence in the New Era during a news conference in Beijing, China”on 
July 24, 2019.  (File photo)

By Zhong Sheng

THERE are always some arrogant and conceited peo-
ple in the world who have little self-knowledge but enjoy 
pointing fingers at others.

Recently, some so-called “China Hawks” in the U.S. sent 
an open letter to the White House, slandering and defam-
ing China’s internal and foreign policies while brazenly 
marketing the argument that China is “reprehensible”. 
What they did was absurd and revealed their evil inten-
tion.

What on earth is China “reprehensible” for? Indeed, 
nothing in this scraped-together patchwork actually 
stands.

While claiming that China “does not recognize the prin-
ciples and rules of the existing international order”, “sup-
presses religious freedom and free speech”, and “uses 
its economic and military force to bully and intimidate 
others”, the letter offered neither evidences nor logical 
grounds, but only a scene with rascal statements.   

Some insightful experts commented that the letter, 
though intending to criticize China, serve better as a self-
portrait of some Americans.

Who is ruining the universally accepted rule-based in-
ternational order established after the World War � and 
driving the world into chaos for private interests? 

Who is politicizing human rights in international rela-
tions, pursuing double standards and frequently interfer-
ing in other countries’ internal affairs under the so called 
excuse of human rights issues? 

Who is obsessed with showing off muscles, deliberately 
worsening international security environment, and push-
ing forward regional militarization?

 China’s international image is never defined by the so-
call “China Hawks” in the U.S. The merits of the issues are 
clear, and the international community is the only right-
ful judge. 

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China 
(CPC), Chinese people have found a successful develop-
ment path featuring socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics. China is committed to an independent foreign policy 
of peace and adheres to peaceful development.

Upholding an open strategy aiming for mutual benefit 
and win-win results, China has unswervingly safeguarded 
the basic norms governing international relations and 
maintained international justice. 

In line with the trends of the times towards peace, de-
velopment, cooperation, and win-win results, China fol-
lows its path and runs its own affairs well, seeking welfare 
of its own people and people around the world.  

On July 24, the Chinese government issued a white pa-
per, China’s National Defense in the New Era, declaring 
Chinese military’s firm resolve to safeguard China’s sover-
eignty, security, and development interests and support 
the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. 

It made clear that China will never follow the beaten 
track of big powers in seeking hegemony and reaffirmed 
the country’s sincere aspiration for firmly safeguarding 
world peace and stability and actively serving the build-
ing of a community with a shared future for mankind.   

Anyone who cares about the common good of the world 
can see that China is an important force for safeguarding 
the world peace and development, and not a country that 
is “morally reprehensible” and “uses its economic and 
military force to bully and intimidate others”.

Unfortunately, it has been a weird phenomenon in the 
US politics today that blasting China is a way to get politi-
cal points, Neil Bush, chairman of George H.W. Bush China 
–U.S. Relations Foundation said in a recent interview. His 
remarks reflected the concern of the insightful Ameri-
cans over the “demonization of China”.  

A governing system cannot be applied and practical to 

all countries, as they have their own national 
situations, some of which are very different, 
said Bush, noting that countries should estab-
lish governing systems according to their own 
national conditions, and urging Americans to 
understand the characteristics of the Chinese 
governing system.

We have seen numerous times that some 
Western countries, relying on scientific and 
technological achievements and economic ad-
vantages, tried to export their values and in-
stitutions to others together with capital. They 
also conducted “color revolutions” in some re-
gions, which led to political disorder and eco-
nomic stagnation of many countries.

On the contrary, China has always upheld the 
idea of treating each other as equals and pursu-
ing mutually beneficial cooperation, and never 
forces others to accept its institution, develop-
ment path, or values.

“Propagandistic assertions by American 
ideologues notwithstanding, it does not push 
autocracy or oppose democracy abroad,” said 
Charles W. Freeman Jr., former U.S. Ambassador 
to China and chief interpreter of former U.S. 

President Richard Nixon.
“Often times the West finds it hard to sup-

press the impulse to act as a lecturer with re-
gard to China and its leaders, which usually 
results in failure stemming from ignorance and 
arrogance,” said Helmut Schmidt, former West 
German Chancellor. What he said is a consensus 
of the international society. 

As a country with over 5,000 years of civiliza-
tion and nearly 1.4 billion people, China has fol-
lowed an independent development path based 
on its own national conditions and the aspira-
tions of the people when pursuing reform and 
development.

It has been proven repeatedly that there are 
no certain textbook and golden rules for China 
to follow, and no one is in the position to dictate 
to the Chinese people. 

These so-called “China Hawks” who cannot 
get out of their sense of superiority and the 
role of the “redeemer” had better stop their old 
tricks, as what they attempt to do would finally 
end up a complete farce and bring shame upon 
themselves.

   People’s Daily  
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Four things learned as Tanzania struggle 
against Kenya in CHAN qualifiers        

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

TANZANIA saw their dreams of qualifying for the 2020 Africa 
Nations Championship for home based players go up in smoke 
following a frustrating home barren draw against Kenya on Sunday.

The results leaves Etienne Ndayiragije’s charges in a difficult 
position of picking either a scoring draw or a win to proceed to the 
second and final round of the Africa Nations Championship qualifiers 
in the return leg to be played in Nairobi next Sunday.

Here are five things we learned from the latest instalment of the 
Tanzania versus Kenya football rivalry in the CHAN.

Ndayiragije yet to instil philosophy
It is very early days for Ndayiragije, so it is understandable that 

Taifa Stars do not resemble his sides yet. Keen followers of the 
Tanzanian Premier League will be familiar with the approach of the 
Burundian coach.

The approach were not truly on display on Sunday. Taifa Stars 
failed to keep possession in the way Ndayiragije likes his teams to, 
and they did not fully show the aggression seen at KMC and Mbao.

Ndayiragije was seen venting his frustrations at players after many 
incidences of careless loss of possession.

With only a few days to prepare his team, judgement on the impact 
of Ndayiragije should be reserved for then.

Kaseja has still got it
Juma Kaseja was brought back into the Tanzania team by coach 

Ndayiragije who had previously advocated for his inclusion in the 
AFCON final squad.

With the current number one goalkeeper, Aishi Manula injured, 
Kaseja was handed his first start for Taifa Stars after seven years.

It reads like a fairy tale that a player who last played for Taifa Stars 
in 2012 and was seen as not good enough by the top clubs is back in 
the national team set up. 

Although he was barely tested by Kenya, the veteran goalkeeper 
still reminded the supporters of his icon status by his bold move to 
dribble past an onrushing striker.

Described by Ndayiragije, his former coach at Dar es Salaam club 
KMC, as someone who should be a role model for all upcoming 
goalkeeper, if he does continue playing he could easily be one of the 
oldest players to play for Taifa Stars.

This is not ‘the Ibrahim Ajib the whole country wanted’
It was a frustrating national team return for Ibrahim Ajib after 

his exclusion in Emmanuel Amunike final squad for AFCON had 
prompted angry responses from the public.

Ajib came off the bench in the second half but did little to prove he 
was the missing ingredient in Amunike’s tasteless dish for AFCON. He 
was not bad but he was not convincing.

Kelvin John excites on his debut
Ndayiragije handed teenage striker Kelvin John 

his senior national team debut. At only 16 years old, 
Kelvin becomes Taifa Stars youngest debutante.

An underage Tanzanian international, Kelvin has 
entered our consciousness previously; his 14 goals 

for Serengeti Boys showed his potential. He was 
unlucky not to have scored as he got into promising 
situations. 

A player of whom Tanzania fans expect a lot of, 
came off the bench and showed a glimmer of his 
ability.  He more than lived up to the hype, and it 
would be no surprise if he gets more minutes in the 

return leg.
In a frustrating day for many, Kelvin offered a 

rare glim of hope for long suffering Tanzanian fans. 
Although there is some way to go before he becomes 
our key player, it is an exciting prospect certainly if 
he keeps developing along these lines.

Senior national soccer team’s interim head coach, Etienne Ndayiragije
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Inspired by Cruyff, De Jong keen to make mark at Barca
KOBE

WHEN Barcelona announced in January 
they had signed Frenkie de Jong from Ajax, 
the midfielder became the latest in an il-
lustrious pipeline of Dutch imports to the 
Catalan club. 

Since Rinus Michels and Johan Cruyff 
brought Dutch ‘Total Football’ to Barce-
lona in the 1970s, there has been a steady 
stream of talent moving south from the 
Netherlands. 

De Jong is proud to join the likes of com-
patriots Ronald Koeman, Frank de Boer 
and Patrick Kluivert in heading to the Nou 
Camp, having dreamed of wearing Barca 
colours.  “I think it is because of Cruyff,” 
De Jong told Reuters in Kobe during Barce-
lona’s pre-season tour of Japan. 

“He changed the club a bit, of course, and 
I think his influence was really big on Bar-
celona.” 

In two pre-season games, De Jong, who 

excelled for Ajax on their run to the Cham-
pions League semi-finals last season, has 
already shown promising signs. 

With his precise passing and energetic 
press in defence, the 22-year-old appears 
the perfect midfielder for Barcelona’s 
unique style. 

“We have spoken about that and I have 
spoken to the trainer about that as well,” 
said De Jong, who joined Ajax’s famed 
youth academy in 2015. 

“But I think the style and the vision of 
Ajax and Barcelona is a bit similar so it is 
not that big of a difference to me.” 

SETTLED 
De Jong has joined established names 

such as Sergio Busquets and Ivan Rakitic, 
winners of 12 La Liga titles between them, 
at the heart of coach Ernesto Valverde’s 
midfield. 

De Jong said the pair had helped him 
settle in and he looked forward to learning 
from them. 

“Everyone is helping me a lot, from the 
players to the staff, to the club,” said De 
Jong. 

“Of course, I have watched a lot of match-
es of Barcelona over the past years, so I 
know they are amazing players. 

“I have been looking up to them and they 
are a bit of an example to me.” 

On Saturday, De Jong was involved in 
Barcelona’s 2-0 win over Japanese side Vis-
sel Kobe, now home to Barcelona great An-
dreas Iniesta. 

Having returned to Barcelona, De Jong 
may make his Nou Camp debut in a pre-
season friendly against Arsenal on Aug. 4 
before the La Liga season-opener against 
Athletic Bilbao on Aug. 17. 

De Jong has been brought in partly to fill 
the gigantic hole left by Iniesta and mid-
field partner Xavi at Barcelona. 

While respectful to the greats of Barce-
lona’s past, De Jong is determined to write 
his own history at the Nou Camp. 
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

IMTIAZ Gilqmhussein emerged as the winner of 
the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC) social ten-
nis competition which was held at the club’s courts 
over the weekend.

Speaking after the completion of the tournament, 
Sanjary Chokshi, one of the organizers, said he is 
truly delighted with the response in the competition, 
which saw participating players lock horns in mixed 
doubles matches.

Chokshi promised to continue hosting tennis 
events at the club.

“I’m very happy that we have performed well at 
this event and it’s my hope that we will continue 
hosting such a tournament,” he disclosed.

“I’m also very pleased with the outcome of our 
players at this event.” 

He promised that DGC will continue hosting tennis 
events which are aimed at promoting the sport in the 
country.

By Guardian Reporter      

SHREE Kutchi Leva cricketers have 
stepped up their quest for qualifica-
tion for the last eight in this year’s 
GP Gymkhana Shield competition, 
thrashing Dar es Salaam Cricket Club 
(DCC) by 99 runs last weekend.

Kutchi Leva were in fine form in 
the Group C match which took place 
at the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club 
(DGC) oval, making the most of their 
opportunity to start batting by notch-
ing an imposing score.

The side, led by skipper Nilesh 
Varasani, notched scored 178 for sev-
en wickets in 20 overs with Varsani 
scoring 69 runs off 51 balls. 

In response Dar es Salaam Cricket 
Club were dismissed for 79 runs in 
16.4 overs to prolong their losing run 
in the group.

Mukund and Varsani put stellar 
bowling showing for Kutchi Leva, tak-
ing three wickets a piece and success-
fully frustrating Dar es Salaam Cricket 
Club’s chase.

The victory has helped Kutchi Leva 
stretch their fine form in the group 
given they had recorded a three-wick-
et victory against Annadil Burhani in 
the first match.

The man of the match award went 
to Varsani, whose stellar all-round ex-
ploits catapulted his team to the win.

Kutchi Leva need to post a win in 
their forthcoming encounter with 
Karnataka Kings, which will take place 
at the venue in the next two weeks, to 
make certain of their qualification for 
last eight of the competition.

The Jaat Blasters versus Jain Sangh 
clash, which had been scheduled for 
the same weekend, was postponed 
and will take place at a date that will 
announced by organizers.

Teams which are participating in 
the GP Gymkhana Shield tournament 
have been put in Groups A, B, C and D.

Young Muslims, TNCC, Lions Club 
and Kanbis make Group A, Group B 
has been made up of Union Sports 
Club, Jaat Blasters, Jain Sangh and 
Tarangini.

The Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club 
(DGC) Cricket Section-organized tour-
nament has General Petroleum and 
Premier Refinishes as main sponsors.

ASAR Limited, SBC Tanzania, Mgen 
Insurance, AFRO Turk, Catridge 
World, PS Limited, I& M Bank and 
Jaykey Trading are the event’s co-
sponsors.

The T20 -formatted competition, as 
disclosed by DGC Cricket Section cap-
tain, Ashish Nagewadia, will run for 14 
weeks with matches taking place at 
the club’s oval.

Liverpool’s boss on taking the job, lack of 

big new signings and Reds’ bright future
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Yanga eager to put scintillating 
showing in Premier League         

Imtiaz wins Gymkhana 

social tennis competition
Kutchi Leva 

thrash DCC in 

GP Gymkhana 

Shield tourney    

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

MAINLAND Premier League giants, Yan-
ga, have said they are determined to per-
form well in the coming league, scheduled 
to kick off early next month.

The Dar es Salaam squad is attending 
training camp in Morogoro to shape up for 
the domestic top flight, Federation Cup and 
CAF Champions League.

Noel Mwandila, the outfit’s assistant 
coach, noted his players have showcased 
improvement after undergoing drills.

Yanga edged Morogoro’s Mawenzi FC 1-0 
in a friendly match that was played in the 
region last weekend.

The two teams used the match to shape 
up for their respective assignments.

Mawenzi will play in this season’s First Di-
vision League (FDL). 

The match, hosted by Morogoro-based 
Faith Baptist Church, was an opportunity 
for Yanga to assess the competence of their 
newly recruited players.

Mwandila gave new players that include 
forwards Juma Balinya from Uganda, as well 
as Rwandans, Issa Bigirimana and Patrick 
Sibomana, chance to take part in the match. 

The gaffer went as far as resting all play-

ers that featured in the first half and gave 
other players opportunity to take part in 
the second stanza.

Bigirimana played in the opening stan-
za and was rested for Juma Balinya, Si-
bomana replaced Raphael Daud. 

The substitutions paid off given the 
new players helped the outfit put im-
pressive performance in the second 
stanza and ultimately notch the winner 
on the 74th minute.

“Substitutions geared towards identi-
fying their weaknesses and then solve 
the weaknesses early on,” Mwandila 
noted. “That’s why all players were given 
chance to show their talents, we hope to 
perform well in the coming season since 
squad has showcased improvement con-
trary to last season,” he added.

“I wish both teams all the best in their 
efforts to reach their targets, since God 
is at the Jamhuri Stadium today, I hope 
He will not disappoint players as well 
as fans from in and outside Morogoro 
who came to listen to the word of God 
and watching the game,” Faith Baptist 
Church’s pastor, Jerry Wyatt, who graced 
the match, said.

Mawenzi Market FC’ coach, John Tem-

ba, insisted his players will keep on un-
dergoing intensive fitness exercises.

Temba noted his players’ ability to put 
impressive displays and keep Yanga in 
check for most of the opening stanza has 
won the Morogoro side plenty of prais-
es. “Our club team had camped for two 
days… I hope there will be a lot of chang-
es in the squad in future,” he noted.

“I did substitutions, resting Gumba 
Mfaume, Paulo Masonda and Omary Mo-
hamed with a view to boosting the team’s 
performance, given Yanga also substitut-
ed almost all players.” 

Deputy Minister for Information, Cul-
ture, Arts and sports, Juliana Shonza, 
who was the guest of honour at the duel, 
handed over a trophy to Yanga’s Mrisho 
Ngassa, as the experienced striker’s out-
fit emerged as winners in the duel.

James John, a Morogoro-based Yanga 
fan, appreciated teamwork showcased by 
Mawenzi FC in the first stanza and most 
of the remaining period of the friendly.

John disclosed such a spirit should be 
an aspect Mawenzi should showcase in 
all of their First Division League match-
es, given the outfit is Morogoro’s only repre-
sentative in the league.

Faith Baptist Church’s pastor, Jerry Wyatt, greets Yanga players and mascots shortly before the start of the club’s friendly match against Morogoro’s 
Mawenzi FC at the Jamhuri Stadium in the region last weekend. Faith Baptist Church hosted the match. Looking on (R) is Tanzania Football Federation 
(TFF) official, Hamisi Kambi. Yanga won 1-0. PHOTO: MICHAEL SIKAPUNDWA

Young Muslims, TNCC, Lions Club 
and Kanbis make Group A, Group 
B has been made up of Union 
Sports Club, Jaat Blasters, Jain 
Sangh and Tarangini.

Shree Kutchi Leva cricketers in a group photo before confronting Dar es Salaam Cricket Club in this year’s GP Gymkhana Shield tournament in Dar es Salaam 
last weekend. PHOTO: COURTESY OF NIKHIL PUJARA
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Hazlewood questions Roy’s 

Ashes opening credentials
LONDON

JOSH Hazlewood has declared that Aaron Finch’s re-
cent struggles to convert an aggressive ODI game into 
Test match runs should raise questions about how 
well Jason Roy might be able to adapt to a similar role 
change at the top of the order for England during the 
Ashes series starting this week in Birmingham.

Having dominated as an opener in England’s World 
Cup winning campaign, Roy was parachuted into Joe 
Root’s Test squad for the Ashes, and made 72 in the 
second innings on debut against Ireland at Lord’s. Eng-
land selector Ed Smith has remarked that Roy is now 
a more complete player than ever. But Hazlewood had 
little hesitation wondering aloud whether Roy, who 
is a middle order batsman for Surrey when he turns 
out for his county side, was capable of doing the job 
in Tests.

“We’ll see how Roy goes in Test cricket. He’s has only 
played one Test match and it’s a lot different opening 
the batting in a Test than a one-day game, that’s for 
sure,” Hazlewood said. “In England, opening is prob-
ably the toughest place to bat which probably made 
Alastair Cook’s record all the better. To play attacking 
cricket in those conditions is tough.

“Aaron Finch found it tough last summer against a 
quality India attack on wickets that didn’t do too much 
to be honest. I think he found it a big step up to be hon-
est. He found the ball swung and seamed around and 
the wickets were a lot different to a one-day wicket. 
He’d played a lot of his four-day cricket at five or six 
and I think Roy is the same at Surrey. It’s  AGENCIES


