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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

MBEYA Regional Commissioner 
Albert Chalamila (pictured) has 
ordered seven out of 20 students 
of Iyunga Boys Secondary School 
alleged to have set on fire one of the 

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

school buildings to be caned and pay 
300,000/- each as a fine for their acts.

RC Chalamila placed the school 
under special security to be 
conducted by security organs, 
directing that any student found 
outside school premises after 
learning hours should be arrested 
and remanded.

The RC also ordered the police to 
arrest students said to have invade 
teachers’ houses and shops so that 
they are punished in accordance with 
the relevant disciplinary provisions.

He issued the directives yesterday 
when addressing members of 
the regional defense and security 
committee who visited the school to 

Minister warns police on 
harassing maize farmers
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE Law Review Commission is 
doing the groundwork for review 
of the Economic and Organized 
Crime (Control) Act and five other 
criminal laws, the legislature was told 
yesterday.

Justice and Constitutional 
Affairs minister Prof Palamagamba 
Kabudi told the House that the 
move is aimed at decongesting the 
country’s overcrowded prisons 
and save money spent in running 
overburdened correctional facilities.

Other criminal laws up for review 
are the Prisons Act (Cap 58), the 
Criminal Procedure Act (Cap 20), the 
Community Service Act (Cap 291), 
Parole Boards Act (Cap 400) and the 
Minimum Sentences Act (Cap 90).

“The Law Review Commission is 
drafting two reports on evaluation of 
instituting alternative punishments,” 
he said.

Tabling budget estimates for the 
next financial year, Prof Kabudi said 
the commission is also working 
on suggested law changes aimed 
at revamping earnings from the The CCM Vice Chairman (Mainland) Philip Mangula chairs a session of the party central committee held in Dodoma yesterday 

before a special party congress is held tomorrow. Others are former Zanzibar President and CCM Vice Chairman (Zanzibar) Dr 
Ali Mohamed Shein (2nd R) and President Samia Suluhu Hassan. Photo: VPO
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park area where we 
found his head inside 
River Ruaha
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By Guardian Correspondent, Kongwa

AGRICULTURE minister Prof Aldof Mkenda 
has warned police officers from harassing 
and arresting maize traders when taking 
their crops to the market, saying the situation 
discourages farmers.

Prof Mkenda (pictured) issued this caution 
when touring finger millet farms in Kongwa 
District, Dodoma Region, expressing intent to 
consult Inspector General Simon Sirro on the 
matter.
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“There has been a tendency of police officers 
chasing maize traders when taking their yields 
to the market. Police are harassing them as if 
they are transporting narcotic drugs,” said the 
minister, underlining that such habit should 
be halted, to avoid discouraging farmers.

 “As a country we are facing market problems 
for our agricultural products including maize, 
so let farmers sell their crops in markets they 
prefer. Police officers shouldn’t be part of the 
many challenges that farmers face.”

The minister asserted that farmers strive to 
improve their welfare and are also contributing 
to the country’s economy, noting further that 
maize farmers have been struggling to get 
markets for their crops. That means there 
should be no hindrance in their quest to 
sell their harvests at preferable markets, he 
emphasised.

He urged extension officers to continue 
educating farmers on better farming practices 
to enable them improve yields. With guidance 
from agricultural experts, farmers would 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbarali

THREE herders have died and their 
bodies found in the Great Ruaha 
River in the Ruaha National Park 
while three others are still missing.

Mbeya Regional Police 
Commander Ulrich Matei confirmed 
the deaths yesterday, saying reports 
show that six people were grazing 
livestock inside the protected area 
but authorities have recovered only 
two bodies and the head of a third, 
while three others were yet to be 
traced.

The incident is said to have 
happened on Monday this week 
inside Ihefu Valley within Ruaha 
National Park, Mbarali District, 
Mbeya Region.

Matagri Mbigili, secretary for the 
Mbarali District Herders Association, 
said in an interview that the three 
were residents of Magwalisi village in 
Igawa Ward.

Mbigili said after hearing of the 
deaths he informed state organs and 
accompanied the district defence 
and security committee to look for 
the bodies of the deceased inside the 
park, noting that the team involved 
the police, a doctor and TANAPA 
wardens.

When the team went into Ihefu 
Valley they were able to locate the 
bodies of two deceased persons 
inside Ruaha River and a head of the 
third deceased, he said.

The accompanying doctor made 

RC battles mobile
phones in schools

Economic Crimes Act
up for review, altering

Three herders die at Ruaha 
park, three others missing

n Plea bargaining should be done in open court, MP suggests

n After Kiwanja Secondary fire, 
now Iyunga Boys burn storehouse
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harvest enough for food and sale, 
he stated.

“When farmers are assisted 
with the needed skills at all crop 
growing stages they will harvest 
more finger millet and generate a 
good income,” he declared.

Sagara B village chairman, 
Gilbert Mlwande thanked the 
minister for his warning to police 
officers, saying this affirmation 
shall revive farmers’ morale to 
cultivate larger farms in coming 

seasons. Farmers were always 
worrying about police when it 
comes to transporting their crops 
to the market, he admitted.

“We will now conduct our 
business peacefully,” he remarked.

District Commissioner Dr 
Seleman Serera said farmers in 
the area are ready to engage in 
finger millet contract farming. 
They are also happy for decisions 
to provide them with extension 
officers because they will cultivate 
the crops more professionally, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Minister warns police on 
harassing maize farmers

check the destruction following 
misconduct by the students.

Earlier, the school headmaster, 
Edward Mwantimo informed the 
committee that some students 
were deliberately violating school 
rules and regulations.

“We restrict students from 
owning mobile phones. We also 
don’t allow them to go outside the 
school during the night but some 
of them violate the rules,” he said, 
noting that school authorities 
recently confiscated mobile 
phones secretly used by students.

Narrating, Mwantimo said on 
the particular day, the suspected 
students torched a storehouse at 
midnight, but some students who 
were awake shouted for help, and 
the fire was immediately put out 
by students in collaboration with 

teachers.
“We managed to put out the 

fire before it spread and became 
a large fire which would have 
destroyed classes, the teachers’ 
office and dormitories,” he 
narrated, daunted.

Preliminary results of an 
investigation conducted by 
the school board revealed that 
20 students were involved in 
organising the incident, thus it 
was resolved to suspend them 
indefinitely.

 Regional Education Officer, 
Majuto Njanga said that the 
suspension was decided on 
March 18 after which the students 
appealed to the regional board of 
appeal chaired by the RC.

It ordered the students to 
return to school under conditions 
of being whipped and paying 
300,000/- each for maintenance 

of the torched building, he stated.
“Students going outside the 

school premises should be in 
uniform. We better remain with a 
few disciplined students instead 
of keeping a good number of 
stubborn ones,” the REO intoned.

RC Chalamila directed that 
Form IV and Form VI students 
to continue learning from home 
as they will sit for their national 
examinations later in the year, 
also directing Mbeya DC William 
Ntinika to work closely with the 
school administration to ensure 
all the directives are implemented 
accordingly.

In October 2019, the RC caned 
and suspended Form V and Form 
VI students, along with 14 students 
accused of torching down two 
dormitories at Kiwanja Secondary 
School in Chunya.

About 392 students were 

directed to pay 200, 000/- upon 
return to the school on October 
18, 2019.

The students reportedly 
torched down the dormitories 
after their mobile phones 
were confiscated by the school 
administration.

FROM PAGE 1

RC battles mobile phones in schools

Deputy minister Prime Minister’s Office (Labour Youth and Employment) Patrobas Katambi congratulates employees of Kilombero Sugar 
Company (pictured) for observing safety at work. The deputy minister visited Kilombero Sugar Company pavilion during the ongoing health and 
safety week organised by OSHA in Mwanza. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

a short medical examination 
and said the head of the third 
deceased they recovered had a 
bruise indicating it was stabbed 
by a sharp implement under one 
of the ears, and concluded that he 
was killed. 

Mbuga Salawa, elder brother 
of one of the deceased said his 
younger brother left home with 
friends to graze cattle, and whilst 
they were grazing they were 
chased away by TANAPA wardens, 
who managed to apprehend some 
of them. 

Those who escaped reported 
the arrest of their companions, 
whereupon they followed up the 
issue at TANAPA offices located at 
Ikoga. 

“When we arrived at Ikoga 

we did not find our brother and 
we accompanied the wardens 
to the national park area where 
we found his head inside River 
Ruaha,” said Salawa.

Makresia Pawa, the chairman 
of the Mbarali District Herders 
Association said the killings 
bring to 12 the number of those 
killed in the park in the past two 
years, saying the killings were 
committed by TANAPA wardens.

He appealed to the government 
to erect beacons showing the 
boundaries of the national park, 
distinct from settlement areas 
to avoid frequent conflicts and 
killings of herders.

Mbarali District Commissioner 
Reuben Mfune called on residents 
in the district to remain calm at 
the time state organs were dealing 
with the matter.
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Three herders die at Ruaha 
park, three others missing

tourism sector.
These proposals come up 

following reports that prison 
facilities are still overcrowded 
by thousands despite various 
measures over the years to reduce 
the numbers.

Home Affairs Deputy Minister 
Khamis Chilo told the  House 
early this month that up to the 
end of last month there were 
33,473 inmates out of whom 
about 16,735 had been sentenced 
to prison terms and 16,738 are 
remandees. The country’s prisons 
are supposed to accommodate up 
to 29,902 inmates as a whole, he 
stated, implying that there is an 
excess population of 3,671 persons 
in jail.

As for legal reforms aimed at 
giving tourism sector a shot in 
the arm, Prof Kabudi said the 
laws slated for review include the 
Tourism Act (Cap 65), the Wildlife 
Conservation Act (Cap 283), the 
National Parks Act (Cap 282), the 
National Museum of Tanzania 
Act (Cap 281), the Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area Act (Cap 284) 
and the Antiquities Act (Cap333).

The reviews are aimed at 
improving revenue collection 
from the tourism sector, and 
uplifting of the conservation 
of attractions to make them 
sustainable, he said.

The Attorney General’s office 
and that of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) are working 
on reforming plea bargaining 
in line with provisions of the 
Written Laws (Miscellaneous 
Amendments) Act, number 11 of 
2019. 

“From July 2020 to March 2021, 
about 192 cases were resolved 
though plea bargaining after the 
accused persons admitted their 
offences and paid the government 
35.073bn/-” he stated, noting that 
the monies collected through 
plea bargaining are deposited in 
a special account at the Bank of 
Tanzania.

Debating the ministry’s 
estimates, MPs demanded a 
review of the anti-economic 
sabotage and anti-money 
laundering laws, which they said 
were being used to torment and 
harass innocent people.

The laws were passed on 
the basis of goodwill but their 
enforcement has seen scores of 

individuals being remanded and 
denied bail, demanding the Law 
Reform Commission to look again 
into their provisions.

 Joseph Tadayo (Mwanga) 
said there are complaints from 
Tanzanians over the laws, saying 
many people have been slapped 
with accusations of serious crimes 
they have not committed.

“A person is taken to court and 
is denied bail just because the 
Director of Public Prosecution 
does not wish that he gets bail. A 
law is not above the constitution; 
these people should be given 
bail,” he said.

Agnesta Kaiza (Special Seats, 
Chadema) said there are large 
numbers of people in the country’s 
prisons not due to the crime rate 
but because investigation takes 
time and the cases are not worked 
upon timely.  “Another thing is 
slapping people with offences 
which they did not commit. And 
since there are difficulties in 
getting bail, many are rotting in 
jail on minor offences.”

 Salome Makamba (Special 
Seats) said the way plea bargaining 
agreements between the DPP 
and the accused is negotiated 
torments people, urging the 
formation of a commission to 
work on the matter.

Plea bargaining should 
not be conducted in a closed 
environment between the DPP 
and the suspect but it should be 
conducted in an open court, she 
demanded.

Godwin Kunambi (Mlimba) 
said the two laws have been 
tormenting people with many 
being grabbed off their money 
through a plea bargaining system 
which is not transparent.

“If the DPP’s office fails to 
correctly perform its duties, 
then the whole justice system is 
compromised. I know a number 
of people who have suffered due 
to the said laws,”   he declared.

Citing repression on account 
of the laws, Kunambi said in his 
constituency some farmers were 
arrested for taking tractors into 
a nearby national park, and they 
were remanded on charges of 
economic sabotage. 

“They are in custody until now 
and they were simply found in the 
national park. DPP help us about 
this law...seriousness is needed on 
this matter,” he added.

Economic Crimes Act
up for review, altering
FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Reporter

THE government will this 
September table a bill to 
regulate organ donation and 
transplantation activities 
including harvesting and storage 
of human body parts to meet the 
increasing demand for transplant 
surgeries in the country.

Deputy minister for Health, 
Community Development, 
Gender, Elderly and Children 
Godwin Mollel made the remarks 
in House yesterday when 
answering a question from Special 
Seats Member of Parliament Rose 

Tweve.
In her question, the legislator 

wanted to know when the 
government will take the bill to th 
Parliament to facilitate availability 
of the organs.

Answering the question, Dr 
Mollel said the process is now in 
the hands of stakeholders who are 
now giving views and that it will 
be taken to the National Assembly 

upon completion of the process.
In her preliminary question, the 

MP asked what is the government 
plan to harvest human body parts   
and given to individuals who need 
them.

In his answers, Dr Mollel said 
currently Muhimbili National 
Hospital (MNH) said currently and 
Benjamin Mkapa hospital offers 
the transplant services since 2017 

using organs from willing donors.
Up to now MNH has conducted 

62 kidney transplants and 
Benjamin Mkapa has transplanted 
18 kidneys, this is a great 
achievements,” he said.

He however said other services 
have started being offered 
using guidelines being given by 
the international organization 
overseeing organ transplant.  

Organ donation, transplantation
bill set for Parliament September

Fred Trekking 
and Safaris 
executive 
director Fred 
Elihuruma 
Mkonyi (R) 
poses in a 
group photo 
at Uhuru Peak 
with tourists 
from Estonia 
East Europe 
recently. 
Photo: 
Correspondent 
James Lanka

We restrict 
students from 
owning mobile 
phones. We also 
don’t allow them 
to go outside the 
school during 
the night but 
some of them 
violate the rules
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Zanzibar Health, Community Development, Elderly, Gender and Children minister Nassor Ahmed Mazrui admisters 
vaccination drops to child Mahir Khamis Mohd during the launch of Africa Vaccination Week held at Mwera health centre in 
South Unguja yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Rahma Suleiman

By Guardian Reporter

COMMUNICATIONS and Information 
Technology minister Dr Faustine 
Ndugulile has been upbeat over 
various opportunities from the growing 
information communication technology, 
the use of Internet in particular, for the 
conduct of business activities, economy 
and development in general.

The minister was speaking at the 
opening the 41st Southern Africa 
Telecom Association (SATA conference 
of telecommunications companies and 
institutions from the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) in 
Dodoma early this week conducted via 
video conference.   23 countries of the 
region took part..

Dr Ndugulile said it would be better to 
continue with education in the correct 
use of social networks in order to reduce 
network crime and plummeting of ethics 
in the society to go in par with the African 
traditions and customs. 

Tanzania was chairman of the conference 
through Tanzania telecommunications 
Company Limited (TTCL).

Dr Ndugulile said he likes to see the costs 
of communication among SADC countries 
are reduced by making robust systems 
in establishing a regional hub instead of 
routing communication to Europe and the 

US then back to the recipients. 
“The government has enabled internal 

communications as a country hence it was 
able to reduce communication cost and 
among the better performing services is the 
mobile money transfer making Tanzania 
among leading countries in the continent,’ 
he said.

He added as a country there have been big 
achievements in taking financial services 
close to the people via mobile networks 
whereby more than 32 million people use 
the services and more between 15 and 20 
trillion shillings is transacted every month. 

“Internal communications within the 
SADC countries will reduce costs and 
will enable economic and development 
activities to make big strides including 
money transfer among SADC countries via 
telecommunication firms,” Dr Ndugulile 
added. He said the government continues 
with its strategies to enable the availability 
of equipment using the Internet at low cost 
by establishing factories for assembling 
smartphones as well as welcoming 
other investors for manufacturing and 
assembling of smartphones.

For his part, TTCL managing director 
Waziri Kindamba said in 12 months’ time 
they will make sure SATA becomes a 
regional integration hub that will simplify 
as well as reduce communication service 
costs among SADC member states.

Ndugulile upbeat over prospects
provided by ICT and the Internet

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

From January to April this year the police 
in Arusha Region have arrested 36 people, 
whose name have not been disclosed, 
who are allegedly  to engage themselves 
with motorcycle thefts whereby 64 stolen 
motor cycles from various areas within and 
outside the region were recovered. 

Arusha Regional Police Commander 
Justine Masejo said on April 8 this year 
a vehicle belonging to WUYI CO. LTD, a 
Chinese company, with Reg. T381 DMA 
that had been stolen from the firm’s camp 
in Ngorongoro District  and was found at 
Valeska village, Makiba Ward in Arumeru 
District. Masejo said they conducted 

operations in various areas in the region 
and seized stolen goods including TV sets, 
an electricity generator, an HP laptop and 
an Epson printer. 

He said initial investigations they found 
out that the motorcycles were used in 
various criminal incidents, hence the 
police were continuing with   operations on 
criminal gangs engaged in housebreaking 
and armed robberies.

In regard to the stolen Chinese vehicle, 
the RPC said when they received the report 
they made a follow up and managed to seize 
it and managed to arrest  three suspects.

He also called upon the people whose 
motor cycles were stolen to go nearest 
police stations   for identification.

Arusha police arrest 36 people, 
recover 64 stolen motor cycles

By Correspondent Felix Andrew

SINGIDA Regional Commissioner 
Dr Rehema Nchimbi  has ordered all 
officials in the region  dealing with 
producers to attend training on correct 
use of measurement and packaging.

Speaking yesterday while opening 
training on weigh scales and packaging 
that was organised by Weights and 
Measures Agency, (WMA), she hailed 
the organisation for conducting the 
event which also involved  edible oil 
processors and traders dealing with 
packaging.

“I congratulate WMA for organizing 
this trainining in our region, I order 
the Singida Regional Administrative 
Secretary and all  district commissioners 
to make sure that they organise similar 
event and  invite all  officials dealing 
with producers at their respective 
departments,” she said .

She said she wants to see similar 
classes on measurement well organized 

and all executives including extension 
officers should attend  so that they can 
have results regarding weighs .

 Dr Nchimbi said if producers apply 
correct measures and put quality 
packaging they would help the 
government to improve  economy of the 
country.

She said she is eager to see the said 
training is conducted within the region 
and all officials including herself are 
attending   without any excuse.

“It is not acceptable to wait for WMA 
officials from Dar es Salaam or Dodoma 
to provide us training while we have 
enough officials within the region who 
can do similar assignment,” she insisted.

She told training participants that 
measurement is not a joke for human 
life, since it build confidence and 
ensure quality of products using correct 
measures.

She said measurement helps producer 
to understand if he/she has reached 
production of 20 kilogrammes from 

three per day.
She explained that the government 

wants to see that producers have 
enough faith, confidence  and become 
happy while producing, but without 
measurement it is not possible.

Dr Nchimbi applauded all participants 
who attended the training saying 
the issue regarding information on 
measurement is not seasonal, but a daily 
need.

“So we can not wait for a person from 
Dar es Salaam to bring us information 
regarding measures, since they are not 
implemented in offices, they are found 
at citizens, producers,” she said.

According to her it does not help 
to take legal action over a person for 
failure to adhere to measurement 
requirement, but they want to see him 
benefit with production using correct 
measurement, that is why all officials 
must have enough education and advise 
them, and make close follow up at every 
stage of production and sales.

Singida to organise training on measurement for its executives   
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By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE National Service has 
ventured into fish production 
project aimed at producing 12 
tonnes per month as well as 
producing more than 200,000 
fingerlings.  

The revelation was made here 
by acting Commanding Officer 
of 837 JKT Camp located at Chita 
village in Mlimba, Morogoro 
Region, Major Evergreen Bartazal 
when briefing journalists on the 
progress of the project, insisting 
that the move is also aimed at 
increasing the supply of quality 
fish seeds, a key factor to the 
expansion of fish farming in the 
country.

The project comes just a few 
days after President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan directed the ministry of 
Livestock and Fisheries to embark 
on projects to help increase 
fish seeds so as to boost fish 
production in the country

The president made the 
remarks during an event to swear 
- in   ministers after making a mini-
cabinet reshuffle, immediately 
after taking over power as the 
country’s new president.

Major Baltazar noted that 
the project is part of a robust 
irrigation farming scheme 
currently being implemented at 
Chita camp, which apart from fish 
farming, the project also involves 
cultivation of about 2,500 hectors 
of rice, in efforts to feed the army 
countrywide.

He said that if the fish farming 
project was implemented through 
contractors it would have cost the 
army a staggering 440m/- but by 
using young patriotic men and 
women at the camp, only 250m/- 
will be spent upon completion.

“It is pleasing to see that the 
project is progressing well and 
we believe it will bring positive 
results for the army and the 
community at large as it will solve 

the challenge of shortage of fish 
seeds in the country,’’ he noted.

Aquaculture expert at 837 KJ, 
Lieutenant Joseph Lyakurwa 
said there were 26 tanks which 
use round flow system, insisting 
that this was the first of its kind 
projects to be undertaken in the 
country.

He said the project would 
engage breeding, rearing, and 
harvesting of fish where inside the 
fish tanks organic manure will be 
used instead of using industrial 
manure.

“The plan is to have two acres 
at the project which will have the 
capacity to produce 12 tonnes of 
fish per month and more than 
200,000 fish seed which will 
reduce the problem of seed in the 
country,’’ he noted.

He said the project which will 
only be producing tilapia fish 
was the largest in the country, 
expressing optimism that it would 
increase fish production in the 
country.

“The largest artificial dam 
producing fish presently has the 
capacity to produce only four 
tonnes but upon completion 
this one will have the capacity to 
produce 12 tonnes of fish,’’ added 
Lt Lyakurwa.

He said apart from producing 
fish, the project will equally help 
in training youth at the army 
camp that upon completion of 
their training would be able to 
employ themselves. Others who 
would benefit he said, include 
researchers, academics and 
students from higher learning 
institutions pursuing aquatic 
sciences.

In an interview youths 
currently undertaking training at 
Chita Camp servicemen Barakat 
Mlugu and William Suleiman  said 
the project had helped them to 
acquire skills that they can apply 
to have similar initiatives upon 
completion of their training.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

OVER 50,000 people 
surrounding   Bulyanhulu Gold 
Mine (BGM) in Bulyanhulu Ward, 
Msalala District in Shinyanga 
Region have benefitted from 
various projects including water, 
health, education and   special 
vulnerable groups. 

The projects were implemented 
by BGM through the gold mine’s 
corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiative.

This was revealed by BGM 
community development officer 
Mary Lupamba when briefing the 
deputy minister in the PM’s Office 
(Labour, Youth, Employment and 
People with Disabilities) Patrobas 
Katambi during the deputy 
minister’s visit at BGM’s pavilion. 
The safety and health exhibition 
is in preparations for the 
commemoration  of International 
Health Day held at Nyamagana 
Stadium here that kicked off on 
April 26, this year.

Lupamba said BGM 
responsibility to the surrounding 
communities, has been 
implemented through various 
projects that benefit the 
communities whereby   Bugarama 
health centre was one on the 
projects in the health sector.

She added that other projects 
in the health sector include 
dispensaries for 10 villages in 
Nyang’hwale District and Kakola 
dispensary. She further said in 
regard to the education sector, 

every year BGM, in collaboration 
with the government built 
classrooms in various primary 
schools and laboratories, 
dormitories and provided  
furniture in secondary schools in 
Msalala and Nyang’hwale districts.

She said in regard to the water 
sector the mine, in collaboration 
with the government has 
implemented water project   that 
would benefit 100,000 residents 
in Kahama and Nyang’hwale 
districts.

50,000 benefit from Bulyanhulu 
Gold Mine community projects   

National Service ventures 
into fish production project

Water minister Jumaa Aweso (2nd L) listens to Iringa Rural Water and Sanitation Authority regional manager Joyce Bahath during his visit to 
inspect Kilolo-Iringa water project yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Francis Godwin

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma 

ENERGY Minister Dr Medard 
Kalemani says the government has 
been pleased by the performance 
of Rural Energy agency (REA), 
adding that the ministry was proud  
of its implementation of rural 
electrification in the country. 

Dr Kalemani gave the remarks 
here early this week when closing 
a two-day consultancy meeting 
that assessed the implementation 
of rural electrification projects that 
involved REA and the power utility, 
TANESCO.

He said the big task done by the 
Agency in rural electrification is 
a thing to be proud of due to its 
fast pace to beat December 2022 
targets set by the government. 

He called upon REA to make 
sure thy increase the pace of power 
distribution in various areas in the 
country to attain the government’s 
target in having all villages to 
be connected with power by 
December 2022. 

“The nation’s development 
depends on electric energy which 
is your responsibility – you REA and 
TANESCO, the criteria that made us 
attain the middle level economy 
status is electricity,” he added.

He also said the government 
has set up targets for its plans to 
“ensure the people in every village 
access electric power, hence you 
must ensure all villages get it.” 

For his part, deputy energy 
minister Stephen Byabato also 
praised REA for   good work   and 
urged  them to increase the pace 
of rural electrification. REA’s 
managing director’s representative 
at the meeting Eng Advera Mwijage 
said they will make sure all 
directives from the minister will be 
worked upon to enable the people 
in rural areas access electric power.

Dr Kalemani 
praises REA 
for good work 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mvomero

THE Tanzania Agricultural 
Research Institute (TARI) 
has called on rice farmers 
to venture into modern 
farming that involves the 
use of quality seeds for high 
yields.

TARI-Dakawa center 
manager Jerome Mghase 
said the time has come now 
for farmers to abandon the 
old-fashioned farming using 
indigenous seeds that are not 
productive in commercial 
agriculture.

He said the center is 
responsible for overseeing 
and coordinating the 
research of the national 
rice crop where after 
conducting research they 
have successfully identified 
19 varieties of the best seeds 
of the crop.

Mghase said out of the 19 
varieties of seeds they have 
successfully identified, some 
are suitable for planting 
in lowland areas where 
some are for upland areas 

and others are thriving in 
irrigated areas.

He said the use of quality 
seeds in the country is 
32000 tonnes while seed 
production so far is only 
3000 to 3500 tonnes.

However, he said farmers’ 
response to the use of 
quality rice seeds has not 
been good where so far only 
an average of 23 percent of 
farmers are using quality 
seeds while others continue 
to use traditional seeds and 
that this year the center 
has produced 93 tonnes of 
quality seeds of which they 
have sold 60 tonnes and are 
left with 33 tonnes.

He urged farmers to 
come to the center to get 
better seeds so that they 
can increase productivity 
in agriculture where one of 
the characteristics of good 
seeds is to have many crops 
that will make the farmer 

earn money including 
having various qualities that 
consumers like including the 
smell of rice and flavor.

Technology Distribution 
Coordinator and Relations, 
Fabiora Langa said the 
department reaches 
out to 30,000 to 40,000 
farmers a year where she 
encouraged farmers on the 
importance of using quality 
and appropriate seeds while 
urging extension officers to 
work with the institute to 
provide education to farmers 
to achieve productive 
agriculture.

One of the rice farmers in 
Dakawa area, Filimed Jikasi 
said: “The use of quality 
seeds has helped them to 
get more produces and 
last year farmers who used 
quality seeds sold their 
produce at a higher price 
than farmers who used 
natural seeds.”

TARI urges rice farmers to 
venture into modern farming

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Babati

MANYARA Regional 
Commissioner Joseph 
Mkirikiti has called on newly 
elected office bearers of Rift 
Valley Cooperative Union 
(RIVACU) to manage well 
the Union’s resources for the 
benefit of its members and 
the country as a whole. 

The RC made the call here 
on Tuesday this week when 
opening the 31st RIVACU 
general meeting.

“RIVACU has a lot of 
resources but everyone 
wants to own them, organise 
yourselves well in managing 
your resources including 
farms and land plots, said 
the RC.

He also said when 
cooperative members from 
the south realised they were 

being swindled by business 
people they sat together 
and decided to join the 
warehouse Receipt system  
which had brought them  
many successes. 

He called upon them to 
avoid unprofitable sittings 
and gave an example that 
when a tractor is bought, 
members would form a 
committee to get a driver, 
another committee to deal 
with repairs, saying that all 
these committees spend 
money.

For his part,   Manyara 
Region assistant Cooperative 
Registrar Venance Msafiri 
called on new RIVACU 
office bearers to organise 
themselves.

He said in this season they 
expect to order fertiliser for 

the entire region, saying they 
want   farm inputs to reach 
farmers at low costs. 

Meanwhile, the meeting 
elected RIVACU new board 
members while the former 
board chairman Michael 
Txasara was defeated.

New board members 
elected were retired teacher 
Yuda Sulle as new chairman, 
Magreth Simon as deputy 
chairman and Godfrey 
Hicheks, Simon Mmanda, 
Paul Bayo, Peter Hhayuma na 
Paul Silvester as members.

New RIVACU chairman 
Yuda Sulle said the great 
number of votes to him was 
a big debt which he said he 
must repay by supervising 
the Union’s resources and 
the cooperative movement 
in general.

“ensure the people in every 
village access electric 
power, hence you must 
ensure all villages get it.”

Manage your resources well, 
RC urges new RIVACU officials
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Tanzania Breweries Limited (TBL Plc) manager at Ilala plant in Dar es Salaam Patel Kilovela makes a presentation on safety to 
company’s staff members during the commemoration of World Day for Safety and Health held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE Business Registration and Licensing 
Agency (BRELA) has registered 7,148 
companies in the current financial year 
which is a 75-percent increase in registration 
which resulted from the adoption of 
electronic registration (e-registration).

The company’s Chief Executive Officer 
Godfrey Nyaisa said his company intends to 
register 9528 each year.

He said registration now takes a single 
day if the client submits all the required 

documents on time.
For his part, Minister for Trade and 

Industry Prof Kitila Mkumbo advised 
them to facilitate business by letting 
conflicts be resolved pursuant to the 
existing company laws and not wisdom as 
it is the case now.

The minister made the remarks during 
his tour at Brela over the weekend saying 
misunderstandings and conflicts in 
companies should be left to courts if they 
have taken the legal route or use rules and 
guidelines as stipulated by various laws.

“You find that there is a conflict 
between shareholders, may be one wants 
to get more shares, this should be dealt 
with legally and not with wisdom as it is 
the case,” he said.

Prof Kitila said Brela has been mandated 
to register businesses a role which goes 
beyond following up on the reasons 
that have led to business closure before 
deregistering.

“We should not feel happy to deregister 
a company unless this goes beyond our 
ability,” he added.

Technology decreases business 
registration time frame at Brela

By Guardian Reporter

NEARLY1, 900 households and 
healthcare facilities in Kinondoni 
municipality in Dar es Salaam have 
received sanitation and hygiene 
products through Smart Hands 
Tanzania (SHTz) project. 

Smart Hands Tanzania (SHTz) 
project is a private sector-led initiative 
aimed at increasing the private 
sector’s investment and participation 
in addressing water, sanitation, 
and hygiene (WASH) challenges 
facing vulnerable communities by 
delivering results through an equity 
lens. 

Spearheaded by the CEO 
Roundtable of Tanzania in 
partnership with UNICEF Tanzania 
and with the support and 
collaboration of the Government 
of Tanzania, the SHTz project has 
mobilised technical support from 
different private sector and civil 
society stakeholders.

The stakeholders include 
Dalberg, AMREF Health African in 
Tanzania, Pricewaterhouse Coopers 
Ltd, Chemi Cotex Industries Ltd 
and Prime fuels Tanzania Ltd. The 
project has also received financial 
support from Novo Nordisk 
Foundation, Givaudan Foundation 
and ABSA Bank Tanzania. 

In support of the Tanzanian 
government’s efforts to provide 
the most in need communities 
with critical hygiene products, the 
SHTz project focuses on large scale 
distribution of sanitation products in 
three municipalities in Dar es Salaam 
Region in the short term and intends 
to scale up the distribution to other 
Regions in the mid to long-term. The 
scale-up options will take a three-
pronged approach that will involve 
the large scale distribution of soaps, 
hand sanitizers, and water treatment 
chemicals for improved access to safe 
water supply.

The distribution activities 
commenced in Kinondoni 

municipality on 8th to 13th April 
engaging with government officials 
at local levels. More than 1,900 
households received hand sanitizers, 
soaps and water purification tablets 
67mg for household water treatment 
and storage. More than 55 healthcare 
facilities also received hand sanitizers, 
soaps and water purification tablets. 
Distribution in Ilala and Temeke 
Municipalities are underway.

Aligned to the National Sanitation 
Campaign and endorsed by the 
Ministry of Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly 
and Children (MoHCDEC) and 
Regional Authorities, the SHTz 
project is leveraging the private 
sector’s manufacturing capacity, 
donations, distribution channels and 
transportation networks to bolster 
response efforts by fast-tracking the 
supply and distribution of critical 
hygiene products to vulnerable 
communities.

Understanding the importance 
of behavior change and community 
engagement, the SHTz project aligns 
to the existing National initiatives 
on social behavioral change 
and community engagement to 
accelerate communities’ adoption 
of appropriate hygiene and 
sanitation practices. This will be 
achieved working through existing 
community level platforms and 
other communication channels such 
as mass media, radio, social media, 
and influencers both at national 
and community level to empower 
communities.

As the SHTz project is built 
on private sector’s capabilities, 
commitment, and experience, the 
continued success of the SHTz 
project is dependent on enhanced 
collaboration and partnerships. 
Join us and leverage partnerships 
to create sustainable models for 
beneficiaries to access hygiene and 
sanitation products at price points 
that are increasingly affordable in the 
long term.

Smart Hands Tanzania Project 
responds to basic sanitation, 
hygiene needs of communities 
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By Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

THE Morogoro-based Sustainable 
Agriculture Tanzania (SAT) has 
received the One World Award 
for the implementation of 
modern agricultural activities and 
environmental development for 
future use.

In the event, SAT was awarded 
5,000 Euros out of 45,000 offered 
at one world award (OWA) in 2021 as 
has managed to create a sustainable 
livelihood for farming families based 
on organic farming agriculture.

Speaking online at the awards 
issuing ceremony, the director of 
the Germany-based organisation—
Rapunzel Naturkost and the founder 
of the awards, Joseph Wilhelm from 
the organisation, said the aim of 
the awards was to recognise the 
contribution of the institution or 
individual in the environmental 
conservation and making the world 
a better and more just world for all 
human beings.

“We are happy that we can inspire 
others through these awards and 
the winning projects and that we are 
enabling more people to stand up for 
globalisation of justice and equality 
because it is our responsibility to 
create a better world for the future for 
our generations,” said Wilhelm.

He said the awards were established 
in 2008 where they are being 
presented every three years where 
among other things they show the 
good spirit of the winners for the 
lasting impact of their activities are 
attractive and a sign of hope for the 
future.

The host of an event, Bernaward 
Geier, said SAT among global 
agricultural stakeholders winners who 
met criteria of One World Award (OWA) 
whose objectives focus on recognising 
people projects, institutions, and 
ideas that make the world more 
equitable through ecological, social 

and economic improvement.
Geier, mentioned winners due to 

their area of specialisation as Paul 
Holmbeck and Helle Borup Friberg 
from Denmark who won the OWA 
Grand Prix from assisted one hundred 
percent of organic cultivation in 
Denmark, followed by Tomo and 
Yoshinori Kaneko from Japan who 
won the OWA Lifetime Achievement 
Award Winner, whose contribution in 
organic farming created first organic 
Japanese village, beside Eliza Mayo 
and Dr Tareq Abu Hamed from the 
Avara institute (Israel) set a sign for 
peace and environmental protection 
with education, followed by a group 
of Ecological Sierra Gorda (Mexico) 
represented by Martha Isabel Ruiz 
Corzo who fight in the Sierra Gorda 
region for environmental protection 
with education.

Expressing her gratitude after 
receiving the award, SAT executive 
director Janet Maro said they were 
relieved to see that international 
organisations recognise the 
contribution of African countries, 
especially Tanzania, in promoting and 
promoting organic farming.

She said the organisation since its 
inception 10 years ago has been able 
to reach more farmers and help them 
get rid of the old-fashioned farming 
that used to force farmers to use 
chemical pesticides without knowing 
the harmful effects of small-scale 
degradation.

“We are very relieved because this 
year our SAT is celebrating ten years 
since we started, and we are really 
proud to have helped farmers so 
much and made Tanzania one of the 
five countries in the world that are 
doing well in organic and sustainable 
agriculture,” said Janet.

SAT co-founder Alexander Wostry 
said: “The One World Award shows 
us inspiring initiatives that help our 
unique planet remain inhabited by 
human beings.”

By Guardian Reporter

THE government said yesterday that 
suggestions, grievances and concerns of the 
private sector on business and investment 
climate will quickly reach the national top 
leadership through the Tanzania National 
Business Council (TNBC) secretariat.

Addressing reporters at the end of a joint 
meeting of representatives of the private 
and public sectors which was held in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday under the umbrella of 
the TNBC , the Deputy Minister of State in 
the Prime Minister’s Office (Investment), 
William ole-Nasha,  said the meeting 
between the two parties was candid,  
informative and fruitful.

“Delegates were truthful, open and 
frank. On our part we admitted that 
there is red tape, corruption, it takes 
unnecessarily long for an investor to 

settle and invest and there is undue delay 
in issuing work permits. We repeated 
our commitment to end these problems.  
We also appealed to private sector to 
use regularly the TNBC so that their 
suggestions, grievances and concerns 
can quickly reach the top leadership and 
ensure corrective action is also taken 
quickly. It was a beautiful meeting,” the 
minister assured.

The minister said the government 
briefed the private sector on the drafted 
new versions of the national investment 
policy and investment law and delegates 
gave inputs.

The meeting comes a few days after 
President Samia Suluhu Hasani told 
parliament in Dodoma that Tanzania was 
performing poorly in winning investor’s 
confidence primarily because of red tape 
and corruption. This was the second time 

the president was expressing publically 
her deep disgust on the issue.

The deputy minister said the meeting 
was called to reassure the private sector 
that the government was committed 
to attracting investors and to creating 
a favourable environment for doing 
business. “We said we shall remove all laws 
and regulation they see as impediment in 
doing business here.”

He also said meetings that will be held 
under the umbrella of the TNBC will help 
the government get proper feedback and 
take action.

Earlier, TNBC Executive Secretary Dr 
Godwill Wanga said the council was well 
positioned to serve professionally both 
public and private sectors.

“Meetings of this nature are healthier for 
growth and development of public-private 
partnership (PPP),” Dr Wanga said.

SAT scoops top global 
award for embracing 
organic farming drive

Use TNBC to guarantee your views reach 
govt quickly, minister tells private sector

Deputy Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Investment) William ole-Nasha, speaks to business community and investors 
at a meeting meant to extensively discuss drafted new versions of the national investment policy and investment in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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E
ACH passing week, 
and at times it is a 
matter of days, we 
hear of consultations 

between the highest levels of the 
government in both parts of the 
Union, and foreign investors or 
heads of diplomatic missions. /
they are seeking assurances that 
Tanzania is again a safe place 
for investments, and are likely 
to be been about how far we can 
travel along the road to not just 
easing the local environment for 
doing business, but what business 
we can do, how far we can go in 
actually accepting to do business. 
The reason is that the most sought 
investment spheres aren’t what 
we ask investors to take up but 
what they seek for

This aspect concerns the range 
of spheres where investors can set 
up shop, and at a secondary level, 
the manner in which they are 
expected to install their projects. 
This is what failed most local 
investors who took over disabled 
state companies that were wound 
up especially by the Parastatal 
Sector Reform Commission 
(PSRC) and some earlier dissolved 
by ministries, especially regional 
and district economic units that 
were completely unviable. Large 
enterprises holding significant 
levers in the economy are actually 
the most enthralling but it will 
take time for a change of heart to 
come by on our side, whereas our 
initiatives are virtually doomed to 
go the same old cycle unless we 
break the usual taboos in reforms.

Looking at practically all 
African countries, despite their 
considerable diversity in their 
policies and actual historical 
trajectories since structural 

adjustments started in the early 
1980s and debt relief came 
around at the start of the first 
decade of this century, have 
reached similar blockaded. 
Erstwhile shining economies 
like South Africa and Nigeria are 
shadows of their former selves, as 
rising populations and narrowing 
economic opportunities pushes 
sections of the population 
to rebellion, brigandage and 
poisoned atmosphere in 
provincial or federal legislatures. 
Our neighbours Kenya are just 
that better off.

Here in Tanzania it must be 
admitted that over the past 20 
years we have been lucky to have 
faired well on account chiefly 
of gold mining and natural gas 
drilling, shaving off plenty in 
our traditional foreign exchange 
needs. 

Yet inspite of this relief we 
face strong pressures of low 
circulation of money in the 
economy, largely because earlier 
levels of circulation had to do 
with overly imbalanced recurrent 
expenditure bias, like foreign trips 
and local meetings, seminars and 
excessive employment often on 
the basis of false certificates, etc. 
Restoring the balance at 40 per 
cent for development expenditure 
and 60o per cent for recurrent 
disbursements was an avalanche 
of despair for a layered consumer 
environment.

At present, few economic 
advisers at higher levels of 
government have ever actively 
wished for a liberal market 
economy like it was being 
preached by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank in the past. 

For current investment drives 
to succeed, some habits must go

Africa should strengthen health systems for 
improved prevention and control of NCDS

H
aemophilia  also 
spelled hemophilia  
is a mostly inherited 
genetic disorder that 

impairs the body’s ability to make 
blood clots, a process needed 
to stop bleeding.  This results in 
people bleeding for a longer time 
after an injury, easy bruising, 
and an increased risk of bleeding 
inside joints or the brain.  Those 
with a mild case of the disease 
may have symptoms only after an 
accident or during surgery.  

Bleeding into a joint can 
result in permanent damage 
while bleeding in the brain can 
result in long term headaches, 
seizures, or a decreased level of 
consciousness.  

There are two main types 
of haemophilia: haemophilia 
A, which occurs due to low 
amounts of clotting factor    and 
haemophilia B, which occurs due 
to low levels of clotting factor.    
They are typically inherited 
from one’s parents.   Acquired 
haemophilia is associated with 
cancers, autoimmune disorders, 
and pregnancy.  Diagnosis is by 
testing the blood for its ability 
to clot and its levels of clotting 
factors.  

Prevention may occur by 
removing an egg, fertilising it, 
and testing the embryo before 
transferring it to the uterus.  
Treatment is by replacing the 
missing blood clotting factors.  
This may be done on a regular 
basis or during bleeding episodes.  
Replacement may take place at 
home or in hospital.  The clotting 
factors are made either from 
human blood or by recombinant 
methods.   

Hematologists are calling for 
inclusion of blood-related diseases 
in the national plan against 
non communicable diseases 
(NCDs) and the formulation of a 
treatment guideline to streamline 

responses by medical personnel 
caring for hemophilia and sickle-
cell patients.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday at one-day training 
session for medical staff from 
various hospitals and health 
centres in the city on caring for 
patients with blood complications, 
the specialists aired the need for 
establishing clinics in referral and 
regional hospitals to facilitate data 
collection on the actual number 
of people suffering with blood 
related complications.

 Dr Stella Rwezaura head of 
the Hematology Department 
at the Muhimbili National 
Hospital (MNH), said the hospital 
administration was seeking to 
equip medical staff with skills 
on how to care for such patients 
because we have seen that there is 
a knowledge gap among reception 
and other medical auxiliaries, 
tied with lack of equipment and 
expertise,” 

She said there are few such 
experts countrywide, while blood 
complications are also a rare 
occurrences.

Current data shows there are 
about 6000 to 12,000 people 
suffering from hemophilia and 
sickle cell nationwide, with only 
170 registered patients who are on 
treatment, she said, underlining 
the need for a nationwide 
sensitization campaign on blood 
related disorders.

This would help to improve the 
lives of thousands of Tanzanians 
suffering in silence, she affirmed.

Dr Rashid Mfaume, the Regional 
Medical Officer for Dar es Salaam, 
said in his remarks that it was 
vital to equip health workers with 
knowledge on how to care for 
such patients.

This will help in breaking the 
silence on challenges they face in 
receiving such patients in health 
facilities, he stated.

By Special Correspondent

Z
imbabwe’s diplomatic 
thrust under the Second 
Republic, of stressing 
economic issues and 

engaging everyone as a friend 
or potential friend in the least 
confrontational way, has been 
bearing fruit and everyone will 
welcome the enthusiasm that new 
Foreign and International Trade 
Minister Ambassador Frederick 
Shava has shown in wanting to 
intensify these efforts.

Already our older friends, and 
in our desire for better relations 
with others we have not been 
neglecting them, take us more 
seriously as the sort of country 
that encourages and protects 
foreign investments by their 
nationals, that opens doors to 
mutually beneficial trade, and, 
importantly, pays its bills in 
commercial deals.

The recognition of Zimbabwe as 
a place where you can do profitable 
business has already seen 
significant inward investment: the 
choice of Zimbabwe by China’s 
top private steel producer as the 
site of its regional mills; the huge 
investment by a Russian mining 
company to open the next big 
platinum mine; the continued 
investment by South African-
based mining concerns.

These are commercial decisions 
taken by businesspeople who are 
unlikely to be all that impressed 
by political rhetoric.

They possibly made political 
checks, and were reassured that, 
yes, the Government in Zimbabwe 
is serious about the promises it 
has made and, yes, will deliver on 
its side of any agreement.

Being political friends is all very 
well and can be useful, but in the 
end, before orders are placed or 
money is spent, a businessperson 
wants to know how “sound” and 
stable the potential market is. 
Zimbabwe has been delivering.

As President Mnangagwa noted 
last week, relations with the 
European Union and its member 
states have been improving 
fast and are now on a far more 
businesslike basis. Almost all 
sanctions by the EU have been 
dropped -- we might find it hard to 
buy European arms, but then we 
are not wanting to do that - and 
our relations range from civility 
upwards.

This will mean that European 
businesses will not feel nervous 
or hampered by entering into 
trade or investment deals with 
Zimbabwean companies.

They can make their decisions 
on commercial grounds, without 
worrying about political fall-

out. Again Zimbabwe and its 
commercial sectors need to 
deliver on what they agree to, but 
at long last that is the crucial test, 
and one we can pass.

We still have problems with 
American sanctions and to some 
extent with British sanctions, 
although in both cases rhetoric is 
diminishing. These are serious.

The basic sanctions are not the 
“targeted” ones, but rather the 
general financial impediments 
that make it so difficult to engage 
American banks and international 
financial organisations.

While our relations with 
the international financial 
organisations have been 
improving rapidly and 
dramatically, the fact remains 
that Zimbabwe’s voting power 
when decisions are made is very 
small and the American vote is 
easily the largest, and will not be 
cast in Zimbabwe’s favour at the 
moment.

Post-Brexit Britain has been 
normalising relations. The trade 
agreement signed a few months 
ago might not be that dramatic, 
but it does pass a message to 
British businesses that they can 
deal with Zimbabwe openly and 
that is a major gain.

Even American investors have 
been moving into Zimbabwe, as 
have Australian companies, and 
have in fact been helping to sell us 
a safe investment destination.

So at the business level the 
political differences are not a 
major impediment, although at 
the financial level they are.

Minister Shava this week was 
very keen on seeing Zimbabwean 
diplomatic staff and missions 
upgraded in their ability to open 
ever more commercial doors.

Here our main business 
organisations, and especially 

the Chamber of Mines, the 
Confederation of Zimbabwe 
Industries and the tourism 
organisations could play a larger 
role.

Business input needs to be 
through such organisations, 
because while the Government 
can take the lead in selling 
Zimbabwe, it cannot sell a 
particular company.

But the organisations can 
support Government efforts by 
ensuring that diplomats and 
missions have all the information 
they need, have contacts they can 
consult when needed, and have 
people they can call on when 
necessary.

The organisations need to 
take advantage of the fact that 
foreign missions are there to 
help Zimbabweans, as well as to 
represent the Government, and 
use them more. This includes 
the diaspora community, that 
Minister Shava sees as a large and 
largely untapped resource.

Diplomatic missions should 
be encouraging Zimbabweans 
living abroad to regard their 
local embassy as a friendly point 
of contact, even as a home away 
from home.

We see this with some of the 
most successful foreign embassies 
in Zimbabwe. They know who 
their nationals living here are, 
they know about business 
dealings by their nationals, they 
provide advice as well as renewing 
passports.

Then there is the attitude of 
opposition politicians. President 
Mnangagwa was seriously 
concerned, and puzzled, why 
some opposition leaders want 
to so trash their own country 
that they fly to the US to support 
sanctions instead of contributing 
to the development of Zimbabwe 

and arguing, as fiercely as 
they wish, about what are the 
best policies to achieve that 
development.

One reason for these attempts 
to do Zimbabwe down might be 
that some in the opposition do not 
have much else to offer.

Normally a political party that 
controls most urban councils in 
a country would be competing 
on efficiency and achievements, 
showing, for example, how 
wonderful Harare was compared 
to the rest of the country.

That obviously is not an option, 
the state of the capital city being 
the biggest millstone round the 
opposition’s neck, and possibly 
explains why some want to bring 
the rest of the country down to 
the same level.

But responsible opposition 
leaders could do a lot more 
to advance national interests 
without hiding their differences 
with the Government and wanting 
changes.

Opposition parties in other 
countries manage that well, 
savaging their Government at 
home and in their parliament, 
but pushing national objectives 
abroad.

We started seeing signs of this 
recently in Zimbabwe when 
the leader of the opposition in 
Parliament, Senator Douglas 
Mwonzora, supported the 
national response to Covid-19, but 
is still grilling Ministers hard when 
they appear in the Senate and 
casts his vote in the Senate as he 
sees fit.

So it is not impossible to be 
both constructive and to oppose. 
That now needs to be taken a 
step further on the foreign front. 
At home we might be in different 
political camps. Abroad we should 
be Zimbabweans.

Foreign affairs thrust bears fruit
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NEW DELHI

 India in the past days has witnessed a record increase in daily COVID-19 cas-
es, placing mounting pressure on the populous country’s already overburdened 
healthcare system.

In this South Asian country, patients gasped at the crowded, crisis-hit hospitals, 
where a shortage of medicines as well as non-availability of beds and oxygen con-
tinued to be worsened. People cried for help as their family members lay motion-
less inside cars, on stretchers and in beds.

Amid the overwhelming outbreak, the international community has extended a 
helping hand to India. China, for example, said on Friday it “is ready to provide sup-
port and help according to India’s need, and is in communication with the Indian 
side on this.” Meanwhile, the United States has triggered mounting anger on social 
media for its behavior of hoarding vaccines.

MISPLACED FAITH
On Sunday, India’s COVID-19 tally reached 16,960,172 with 349,691 new cases re-

corded in the past 24 hours. This is the fourth consecutive day when over 300,000 
daily cases were registered in the country.

India’s federal government has been caught off guard despite warnings of a pos-
sible second wave.

It launched the first vaccination drive against the coronavirus on Jan. 16. Health-
care and frontline workers were then inoculated, followed by those above 60 years 
of age or 45 years with co-morbidities.

However, about two months into the drive and having vaccinated just more than 
20 million out of the country’s more than 1.38-billion population, the government 
claimed it was in the “endgame” of the ongoing epidemic.

When new infections showed an upward trend, India seemed to have lowered 
the guard, resuming activities similar to the pre-pandemic phase, like the re-
opening of cinema halls, malls, bars and restaurants to full capacity, as well as the 

COVID-19 deterioration in India shows weakness in healthcare system, int’l cooperation needed
life.”

“Very few governments across India planned for a second 
wave. So, old neglect of the health system and recent indif-
ference to planning resulted in the serious challenges that 
health systems are facing,” he added.

“WE ARE HELPLESS”
The situation in India was a “devastating reminder” of what 

the deadly disease could do, according to the World Health 
Organization (WHO). With a new “double mutant” variant 
named B.1.617, the ongoing devastating second wave of out-
break has wreaked havoc across the country.

In the past weeks, social media in India have been flooded 
with doctors breaking down. Some urged the public to take 
precautions and home remedies to avoid hospitalisation. A 
nadir was reached when hospitals announced dwindling 
oxygen supplies, urging attendants to take their patients to 
other facilities.

“We are helpless. Have never seen such a situation before. 
People are panicking,” Dr. Trupti Gilada, a specialist in infec-
tious diseases from Mumbai, can be heard in her five-minute 
video post as saying while breaking down and wiping tears.

“We have to manage so many patients. Critically ill patients 
are being treated at home because there are no beds and we 
are not enjoying this,” she added.

On the evening of April 16, Vinay Srivastava, a journalist 
from the northern Indian state of Uttar Pradesh who con-
tracted COVID-19, pleaded for a hospital bed and took to so-
cial media to inform audience about his deteriorating condi-
tion until his oxygen level fell down and he died.

Hospitals one after another in the Indian capital reported 
that their oxygen supplies have been exhausted and sought 
immediate intervention of the government in replenishing 
them.

On April 25, 20 COVID-19 patients admitted at the Jaipur 
Golden Hospital died from a shortage of oxygen. One day 
before, at least 25 critical patients admitted at New Delhi’s Sir 
Ganga Ram Hospital died under similar circumstances.

The oxygen crunch came at a time when the supplies of 
Remdesivir, a broad-spectrum antiviral drug, vanished. Lo-
cal media carried reports about the shortage of Remdesivir 
in hospitals, sale of the injections in the black market, and ar-
rest of people at the hands of local police for trying to sell it at 
exorbitant rates.

When deaths spiked, crematoria were overwhelmed. 
They worked round-the-clock to keep up with the pace of 
bodies arriving. Relatives had to wait with the bodies of their 
dear ones outside crematoria for their turn.

Though the authorities said the situation is under control, 
disturbing images of mass cremation and burning funeral 
pyres have hogged headlines. Reports said that in the Indian 
state of Gujarat, gas and firewood furnaces at crematoria 
have been running so long without a break that metal parts 
have begun to melt.

TOUGH FIGHT
To augment the supply of oxygen, the Indian government 

has decided to run special trains to ferry oxygen and import 
50,000 MT of medical oxygen.

It also announced that import duty was removed from 
Remdesivir active pharmaceutical ingredients, injection and 
specific substances used in the manufacture of Remdesivir.

The federal government has asked all states to ensure judi-
cious use of Remdesivir, stop the black marketing or hoard-
ing of drugs and facilitate the smooth inter-state supplies of 
medicines.

As hospitals continue to turn away seriously ill patients, 
pharmacies struggle to supply basic medicines such as Par-
acetamol or Favipiravir, an antiviral tablet approved for treat-
ing mild to moderate COVID-19 symptoms.

“What is happening around us is soul crushing,” said Dr. 
Indu Bhushan, former CEO of Ayushman Bharat, an Indian 
government agency providing national healthcare coverage.

“Everyone I know has at least one COVID-19 positive fam-
ily member or has one who died of COVID-19,” he added. 
“I dread receiving calls from family or friends these days as 
mostly it is to seek help in finding a bed. In most cases I have 
failed.”

“We need to build a futuristic health security system that 
integrates the one health approach, strong surveillance 
platforms, and an autonomous agency to coordinate public 
health actions,” said Giridhara R Babu, head of lifecourse epi-
demiology at the PHFI, in an interview with a local newspa-
per.

“So far, there is no empirical evidence to suggest whether 
eliminating COVID-19 is feasible in any near term,” he added.

With the case surge in India, countries across the world 
have expressed their concern and offered to extend a help-
ing hand.

“China expresses sincere sympathies to India over the de-
teriorating situation in the country recently. The Chinese gov-
ernment and people firmly support the Indian government 
and people in fighting the coronavirus,” said Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson Zhao Lijian on Friday during a press 
briefing.

Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan has expressed soli-
darity with India, saying they must fight together this global 
challenge confronting humanity.

“Our prayers for a speedy recovery go to all those suffering 
from the pandemic in our neighbourhood and the world,” 
Khan wrote on social media.

France, Australia and the European Union have also 
come out to help India in its anti-virus fight. Saudi Arabia has 
shipped 80 MT of liquid oxygen to India.

In this chorus of unity, the United States has hit a wrong 
note. “Anti-U.S. and anti-Western sentiment exploded across 
social media with growing criticism directed at the Biden-
Harris administration for sitting on stockpiles of unused vac-
cines and jealously guarding patents,” the Times of India said 
Sunday in a report.

It added that Washington has turned a deaf ear to the se-
vere epidemic situation in countries like India and Brazil, 
which rank second and third respectively in the global chart 
of infections.

Citing a report by the Duke Global Health Innovation Cent-
er, the media noted that the United States will have “an over-
supply of up to 300 million or more vaccine doses as soon as 
July,” while many developing countries have to wait for years 
before they can complete mass vaccination. 	 Xinhua

allowing of religious festivals, sporting events, etc., 
which saw full participation.

Images of the public flouting COVID-19 protocol 
and taking a ritual bath in the Ganges river in the 
Indian state of Uttarakhand drew caution from 
health experts to call off the event, a suggestion 
scorned by the local government.

In five states, the country went ahead to con-
duct elections, allowing election rallies, which 
witnessed huge participation. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi held huge rallies across the election-

bound states and addressed the jam-packed audi-
ence without wearing a face mask. In an election 
rally in West Bengal, Modi said it was heartening to 
see people all around wherever he looked.

“We had misplaced faith in illusory herd immu-
nity and unrealistic mathematical models which 
were over-optimistic,” said K. Srinath Reddy, 
president of the Public Health Foundation of India 
(PHFI). “The urgency to revive the economy made 
policymakers across the country believe this and 
people too welcomed a return to an unrestrained 

A worker fills medical oxygen cylinders used in hospitals in Prayagraj, India’s northern state 
of Uttar Pradesh, April 19, 2021. (Xinhua)
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By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

A 23-year-old Jamila Borafya Hamza is a girl with visual 
impairment. She is one of the young women in Zanzibar 
who vied for Mwanakwerekwe constituency’s repre-
sentative in the 2020 general election.

Despite her disability, disappointments, and other ob-
stacles she faced, Jamila did not give up running for the 
seat. During the race, Jamila was the only woman and 
with visual impairment out of 12 CCM cadres who were 
competing for the post.

At first, the public had two opinions—there were those 
who supported her move, asking her to go for Special 
Seats, and those who disappointed her due to her dis-
ability

“I refused to run for Special Seats. I told them that even 
if I lose the primaries, I will run for the representative 
post because my ability is to serve the constituency and 
not special seats,” she says.

Her dream was to be the leader of the constituency 
and not otherwise. “There are many women who fear to 
go and vie for parliamentary seats and in turn, they re-
main to vie for Special Seats and people with disabilities 
vie through their window. But, I didn’t want that,” confi-
dent Jamila says.

“My journey as a constituency representative in Mwa-
nakwerekwe ended in party primaries where my dreams 
shattered as I never got even a single vote,” she recounts, 
attesting that in that process she learned a number of is-
sues including confidence because she has the ability to 
do what she wanted to do.

“I’m not given up, as one day my importance will be 
seen by voters and all people across Mwanakwerekwe,” 
she stresses.

She however cited some of the reasons that made her 
unelected as her disability and lack of financial muscles 
as she had nothing to provide for party members who 
have the right to vote for them at primaries.

“During primaries, I asked the voters that they should 
vote for me. I was ready to serve them in the House of 
Representatives my disability isn’t a challenge.”

She however cited lack of financial muscles as a bar-
rier for women to run for leadership positions because 
elections are costly, so many low-income women are un-
able to run for leadership positions despite the fact that 
women can.

Jamila started her campaign for leadership positions 
from primary school where she served as Minister of 
Information at Kisiwandui School Student Government 
and in 2016 he participated in the Youth Parliament and 
Chairman of the Mwanakwerekwe Shehia youth council.

She said that for women to hold more leadership po-
sitions, the community should trust women, especially 
those with disabilities, to be competent and make a sig-
nificant contribution because they can volunteer, fight 
and bring success.

She also called on the government to amend laws that 
will provide opportunities for women, especially in the 
states, political parties to put in place special provisions 
that provide opportunities for women and people with 
disabilities.

For example, she said in the Youth Council Act No. 16 
of 2013 it makes it clear that in any election if there is 
going to be a man with a disability or a woman is given 
priority.

She urged women leaders to help their fellow women 
because when they do wrong the public loses trust in 
them, but when they do well they will show them the 
best way to reach out to leadership positions.

Jamila completed her Form Four last year at Haile 
Salasi Secondary School in Unguja but failed to continue 
with further studies due to health problems.

The young lady said that when she receives treatment 
and his health improves, she will continue his studies 
where his goal is to study management and leadership 
education to fulfill his dreams.

Reports have it that out of the 50 representatives 
of the Zanzibar Constituencies in the House of Repre-
sentatives, there is no representative from the group of 
persons with disabilities (PWDs) from the constituency 
despite their efforts to running for the seats in the last 
general election.

‘My disability will not
deter me from politics’

By Guardian Correspondent, Geita

GEITA Regional Commissioner  Eng. Robert Gabriel 
has expressed satisfaction with   Geita Gold Mining Ltd 
(GGML) projects being implemented through its corpo-
rate social responsibility programme in Geita District 
Council.

He also urged citizens to support the efforts of the 
company and the government in order to ensure devel-
opment to the people.

Eng. Gabriel paid tribute to GGML during a seven-day 
visit to Geita District Council after visiting more than 45 
projects implemented by GGML including secondary 
schools in Buyangu, Nyalwanzaja, Kamena, Nyamalimbe, 
Butobela, Bukoli, Nyaluyeye, Nyarugusu, Nyakamwaga, 
Busanda, Kaseme, Magenge and Lwamgasa wards.

He also visited company sponsored dispensaries 
in Nyabulolo, Kamena, Bujula, Bukoli, Busolwa and 
Nyakamwaga wards. All these projects have been imple-
mented by GGML through its Corporate Social Responsi-
bility program.

“These are great efforts made by GGML in collabora-
tion with the government to ensure that Geita District 
Council and others in this region oversee the implemen-
tation of productive projects that benefit citizens and de-
velop their livelihoods,” he said.

Engineer Gabriel urged the Geita District Council to 
make effective use of local revenue so that Corporate So-
cial Responsibility (CSR) funding from GGML is used to 
establish other sustainable projects.

The Regional Commissioner also expressed satisfac-

 RC commends GGML for  supporting projects in Geita

Geita Regional Commissioner Eng Robert Gabriel (3rd L) unveils one 
of the GGML-funded buildings in Geita District.  Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
tion with the quality and standards of GGML-funded projects through the 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) funding in Geita District Council.

He also urged the Company to continue to fund the implementation of pro-
jects that benefit the community, especially those around the mine.

GGML has been a beacon for community investment since its inception in 
2000 and by 2014/15 the company had increased its social investment level 

to a very large extent.
Since its inception, GGML has 

invested more than TZS 60 billion 
in the Geita community where the 
main focus has been in education, 
health, sanitation, infrastructure 
and income generation projects 
and many other social projects to 
ensure the development of the lo-
cal community.

GGML has also continued to 
work with the government to 
implement projects in other ar-
eas out of Geita town and Geita 
District Councils. The projects 
include those in Chato, Mbogwe 
and Bukombe councils.

GGML was recently recognized 
as the overall best performer of 
the mining sector for the financial 
year 2019/2020. GGML was recog-
nized for its outstanding contri-
bution to the mining industry in 
Government revenue collections, 
performance in environmental 
and safety issues, executing Cor-
porate Social Responsibility (CSR) 
projects and local business con-
tent.
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By Du Haitao, Wang Ke

China’s foreign trade got off to 
a good start at the beginning of the 
country’s 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-
2025) period, with the total volume 
of imports and exports of goods 
reaching 8.47 trillion yuan (about 
$1.31 trillion) in the first quarter of 
2021, up 29.2 percent year on year, 
according to official data.

In the first three months this 
year, China’s exports of goods rose 
38.7 percent from the same period 
last year to 4.61 trillion yuan, and 
its imports of goods expanded 19.3 
percent year on year to 3.86 trillion 
yuan, suggested data released by the 
country’s General Administration of 
Customs (GAC).

The scale of China’s foreign trade 
in the first quarter not only far ex-
ceeded that of the same period last 
year, but showed growth rates of 25.3 
percent and 20.5 percent compared 
to the first quarter of 2018 and 2019, 
respectively, as the official data indi-
cated.

“In the first quarter, China’s foreign 
trade achieved a great increase un-
seen for many years, showing strong 
resilience and vigorous vitality,” said 
Liang Ming, head of foreign trade re-
search institute under the Chinese 
Academy of International Trade and 
Economic Cooperation.

China has constantly expanded 
imports of high-quality goods to 
meet the huge domestic demand. 
In the middle of last year, China’s 
Ministry of Finance, the GAC, and 
the State Taxation Administration 
jointly released a notice to raise the 
annual offshore duty-free shopping 
quota for outbound tourists in south 
China’s Hainan province in a bid to 
meet the needs of consumption up-
grading.

During this year’s Spring Festival 
holiday that lasted from Feb. 11 to 
17, the combined sales volume of 
offshore duty-free shops in Hainan 
exceeded 1.5 billion yuan, doubling 
that achieved during the Spring Fes-
tival holiday in 2019.

The continuous and stable eco-
nomic recovery in China has given 

a boost to the import of new and 
high-tech products and basic materi-
als including energy products. Cus-
toms data showed that the country 
imported 155.27 billion units of in-
tegrated circuits in the first quarter 
this year, up 33.6 percent from the 
same period last year.

Meanwhile, the country’s crude oil 
and copper imports grew by 9.5 per-
cent and 11.7 percent year on year to 
139 million tons and nearly 1.44 mil-
lion tons, respectively.

While promoting stable growth in 
the volume of foreign trade, China 
has tried to improve the value-added 
of exports by optimizing the struc-
ture of export goods.

A vast number of foreign trade 
firms have made great efforts to 
bring into better play their core com-
petitive advantages in such aspects 
as technology, brand, and service, 
improve the quality and structure 
of export products, and foster new 
strengths in export.

In the first three months of 2021, 
China exported 2.78 trillion yuan 
worth of mechanical and electrical 
products, which marked a growth 
rate of 43 percent and accounted for 
60.3 percent of the country’s total 
export volume in the period.

During the period, the country 
saw its exports of automatic data 
processing equipment and its parts 
and accessories, mobile phones, and 
automobiles (including chassis) in-
crease by 54.5 percent, 38.5 percent, 
and 98.9 percent, respectively.

“This is our newest computer 
numerical control (CNC) precision 
machining center. You put raw mate-
rials in it and get finished products. 
The precision of its holes and screws 
can reach one hundredth the size of 
a human hair,” said Hu Lijun, general 
manager of a foreign trade company 
based in Cixi, east China’s Zhejiang 
province.

According to Hu, the production 
lines of his company have never 
stopped running since the beginning 
of this year, and the orders the com-
pany has received are scheduled for 
April 2023. Hu’s company mainly 
produces braking systems of high-

end bicycles. Its products have been 
sold to Europe and South America. 
Due to the outbreak of the COVID-19, 
some countries encourage citizens 
to shift from their previous trans-
portation means to bikes, leading 
to a significant surge in the market 
demand for bikes. Although Hu’s 
company is running at full capacity, 
it still can’t meet the huge demand of 
oversea markets.

“The reason why we can seize the 
great opportunity for foreign trade 
now is that we have been continu-
ously increasing financial input in 
the research and development of 
products and technological transfor-
mation,” Hu explained.

“We spend more than 50 percent 
of our annual profits on research 
and development every year. Since 
last year, we used an additional 30 
million yuan to upgrade our equip-
ment, which enabled us to reduce 
the error rate of the equipment to 
around one thousandth and reach 
the advanced level in the industry,” 
said Hu.

Recently, a food company based 
in Huanghua, north China’s Hebei 
province, sent 100 cases of local win-
ter jujubes it processed to Brunei, 
one of the countries along the routes 
of the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 
It was the first time the company ex-
ported products to Brunei.

“During the pandemic, relevant 
government departments actively 
reached out to us to help. They came 
to our company for multiple times to 
conduct investigations and surveys 
and helped us find new markets and 
stabilize foreign trade orders,” said 
an executive of the company.

At the beginning of this year, Chi-
na’s Ministry of Commerce (MOC) 
proposed promoting Silk Road e-
commerce so as to boost the inte-
grated development of new business 
forms and models like cross-border 
e-commerce and the BRI and add 
new driving forces to the Chine-Eu-
rope freight trains and the construc-
tion of major foreign trade channels 
including the New International 
Land-Sea Trade Corridor.

	                     People’s Daily

China’s foreign trade sees stable and improved performance in first quarter of 2021
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By The Banker Reporter

A 
project designed to conserve the 
ecosystem while boosting tourism 
growth in Southern Regions tourist 
hotspots has kick-started with re-

search at four of the conservation areas.
Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute’s Direc-

tor General, Dr Eblate Mjingo said last week that 
the Resilient Natural Resources Management 
for Tourism and Growth (REGROW) project is 
aimed at boosting tourism, enhancing conser-
vation and improving incomes of communities.

Dr Mjingo said at Tawiri headquarters in Aru-
sha City a few hours before a team of research-
ers embarked on the exercise that one percent 
of the U$2m project has been to the research 
institution and will cover Nyerere, Mikuni, Ud-
zungwa and Ruaha National Parks

“The project is being implemented by four in-
stitutions under Ministries of Natural Resourc-
es and Tourism that of Agriculture. They are 
Tanzania National Parks Authority, Tanzania 
Forestry Agency, National Irrigation Resource 
Commission and Rufiji Basin Water Board,” he 
said.

The Tawiri chief further noted that the RE-
GROW’s initial research started in 2018/19 soon 
after the World Bank released the funding and 

is due for completion in 2023. “This is an initial 
stage of the project which focuses on research,” 
Dr Mjingo added.

The project’s focal point who is also Tawiri 
Senior Researcher, Dr Bukombe John said a 
team of researchers will begin work at Mikumi 
and Udzungwa National Parks in Morogoro 
Region with an objective to inform the gov-
ernment on appropriate measures to achieve 
growth.

Dr Bukombe said the research which will also 
focus on policies, strategies and law reforms to 
meet the targeted goals, will also look at the di-
versity of wildlife in the area and how best to 
exploit the same through tourism to boost peo-
ple’s incomes.

“We hope to come up with a map showing 
main tourist attraction sites, available main ani-
mals of attraction and are plant species which 
are of interest to tourists and communities,” he 
said while underlining that such unique species 
of animals and plants will be a focus in conser-
vation activities.

The research will also see how human activi-
ties by surrounding communities has impacted 
in the ecosystem and come up with expert 
recommendations on how best to manage the 
relations for sustainability. “The key objective 
of this research is to come up with how best 

World Bank funded tourism growth project 
targets Southern Highlands growth

conservation, tourism 
and communities can take 
place in this area sustain-
ably,” he noted.

Another team member 
of the research group, Dr 
Wilfred Mareale said at 
the end of the exercise, 
sensitization materials 
such as leaflets will be 
made and disseminated 
to the public and tourism 
niche markets abroad on 
the varieties of wildlife in 
the area.

“This area remains 
virgin will little informa-
tion on available tourist 
attractions to tour opera-
tors, tour guides and hos-
pitality stakeholders to 
promote tourism in niche 
markets,” Dr Mareale said 
while adding that such 
shortfalls have made the 
Southern Highlands tour-
ist enclave largely un-
known to the both local 
and foreign tourists.Tourists watching animals in Nyerere National Park (Formerly known as Selous Game Reserve)

GCR Ratings assigns Letshego Holdings, Micro Financial Services stable outlook
By The Banker Reporter

GCR Ratings has assigned 
Letshego Micro Financial Ser-
vices (Namibia) and Letshego 
Holdings Namibia Limited 
with national scale long-term 
and short-term issuer ratings 
of A(NA) and A1(NA) respec-

tively, with a stable outlook.
In a recent statement, the 

Johannesburg based rating 
firm said the ratings on Let-
shego Micro Financial Services 
(Namibia) (LMFSN) reflect the 
credit profile of Letshego Hold-
ings Namibia Limited (LHN). 

“GCR believes the company 

is a core part of the Letshego 
Namibia group. On 30 Octo-
ber 2020, LMSF’s contribu-
tion to group net profit before 
tax (59.2 percent) and assets 
(53.5 percent) was significant. 
As such, the ratings of LMSFN 
are equalised to the group an-
chor credit evaluation group 

credit profile. However, if the 
level of importance reduces, 
the ratings on LMFSN may be 
delinked from the group ACE,” 
the report said.

GCR further noted that the 
ratings are restrained by the 
relatively weaker business pro-
file of the group in compari-

son to domestic commercial 
banks characterised by its 
small size, moderately high 
cost of funding and relative 
lack of diversity. 

“The ratings benefit from 
good levels of liquidity and 
capitalisation, offset by rela-
tively weaker asset quality 

and a concentrated wholesale 
funding structure,” the re-
port said while assigning the 
group’s business profile a neg-
ative rating. 

The report further noted 
that the LHN has significantly 
smaller and less diverse op-
erations (by product and 

business lines) than the large 
domestic banks operating 
in Namibia. “This weakness 
is partly offset by strengths 
within its chosen niche char-
acterised by a high market 
share in deduction at source 
of approximately 48 percent,” 
the GCR stated.
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By The Banker Reporter

T
HE recent appointment 
of Julius Konyani 
as NCBA Tanzania 
Executive Director will 

contribute towards rapid growth 
of the bank’s business activities 
because of his knowledge, 
experience and professionalism.

 NCBA Tanzania Chairman, 
Vinoo Somaiya said in Dar es 
Salaam last week that Konyani’s 
broad executive leadership 
experience will be valuable to 
the board of directors in their 
oversight and quality assurance 
roles even as they execute their 
business strategy of innovation 
and growth.

“The board takes this 
opportunity to welcome and 
congratulate Julius Konyani 
on his appointment. Having 
interacted with Konyani in his 
previous role, I have come to 
appreciate his professionalism, 
intellect and expertise and look 
forward to see him continuing to 
make a significant contribution to 
the future success and growth of 
NCBA Tanzania,” said Somaiya.

Konyani was until his new 
appointment, NCBA Tanzania’s 
Head of Retail and Business 
Banking where he was instrumental 
in strengthening and growing its 
retail business following the merger 
of NIC and Commercial Bank of 

NCBA Tanzania chair says new 
ED will drive growth for bank

KIGALI 

BK Capital, a subsidiary of the BK Group Plc, has 
entered into a partnership with SBG Securities Ltd, a 
subsidiary of Stanbic Holdings Plc to collaborate on ar-
rangement for secondary and primary capital markets 
opportunities in each other’s presence market.

Carine Umutoni, the Managing Director of BK Capital 
said that the collaboration improves their capacity to 
be a catalyst in capital markets’ development, by pro-
viding firms with access to increased sources of alter-
native funding.

 “We welcome this collaboration as it strengthens 
our commitment to be a catalyst to capital markets’ de-
velopment, by providing firms with access to increased 
sources of alternative funding via the capital markets, 
as well as providing a greater range of investment op-
tions for individuals and institutional investors,” Umu-
toni said. Gregory Waweru, the Head of SBG Securities, 
said that the collaboration will see them serve towards 
the growth of the Rwandan equities market.

 “This collaboration underscores our commitment to 
the growth of the Rwandan equities market as demon-
strated by our strong market position in recent years, 
with broker market share peaking to 36% and number 1 
broker ranking in 2019. Over the last 10 years, SBGS has 
also contributed to the development of the Rwandan 
equities capital market by actively participating as an 
authorized selling agent for various public offers,” he 

said. The collaboration also anticipates future market 
developments arising from regional market integra-
tion efforts, and the African Exchanges Linkages Pro-
ject that seeks to facilitate cross-border trading of secu-
rities via licensed in-country executing brokers.

“We are particularly proud that this new collabora-
tion with BK Capital is a trailblazer for the anticipated 
transformation of African stock exchanges through the 
exchange linkages project,” Waweru added.

The two firms said that the collaboration was driven 
by the need for a business model that would serve cus-
tomers more efficiently and that would be more impact-
ful to the broader market by leveraging on each other’s 
capabilities.  As part of the broader collaboration arrange-
ment, SBGS transferred its retail brokerage business in 
Rwanda to BK Capital in November 2020 after receiving 
the requisite regulatory consent.

As a consequence of the collaboration with BK Capital, 
SBGS has applied to the Capital Markets Authority and the 
Rwanda Stock Exchange for the termination of its broker-
age license in Rwanda, following which SBGS will no longer 
operate its branch office in Kigali.

BK Capital which is BK Group’s youngest subsidiary 
reported a 57 per cent growth in total revenues in 2020 
driven by fees from advisory services, fund management 
service, securities brokerage business and Investment 
Income. BK Capital which in 2020 launched a unit Trust 
Fund “Aguka” grew its assets under management by 32 
per cent to Rwf11bn.

BK Capital says to collaborate with 
Stanbic to capture regional market

New NCBA Tanzania’s executive 
director, Julius Konyani.

Carine Umutoni, the Managing Director of BK Capital. 

Africa (CBA) in 2019. He was also 
the country project leader for the 
successful integration of the two 
banks which gave birth to NCBA 
effective July 2020. 

Commenting on his new role, 
Konyani said he ready to serve 
clients and ensure that the bank 
maintain good performance in 
the market. ”I’m so humbled and 
honoured to join the board and 
equally excited to continue driving 
NCBA Tanzania present and future 
growth in my new role,” he said.

“I am confident that working 
together with the diversified and 
experienced team within the 

board, we will continue to be a 
key financial player in our country 
and the region,” Konyani who 
holds a Master’s degree in Business 
Management and Entrepreneurship 
from University of Dar es Salaam, 
added.

As an active alumnae of University 
of Dar es Salaam Business School 
and also a certified director 
by Institute of Directors in 
Tanzania, Konyani  onboard over 
17 years of extensive experience 
and expertise in banking and 
management having served in an 
array of leadership roles in banks 
locally, including CRDB Bank Plc, 
NMB Bank Plc, United Bank for 
Africa (T) Limited and the defunct 
Commercial Bank ofAfrica- 
Tanzania.

He takes over from Gift Shoko 
who has been deployed to NCBA 
Kenya to take up a new role as 
Group Director for Regional 
Subsidiaries. The appointment 
has been approved by Bank of 
Tanzania. The NCBA Group was 
created on 1st October 2019 
following approval by Central 
Bank of Kenya and National 
Treasury of the merger of NIC 
Group Plc and Commercial Bank 
of Africa Limited. NCBA Group 
operates a network of more than 
100 branches in five countries 
including Kenya, Uganda, 
Tanzania, Rwanda and Ivory Coast 
serving over 50 million customers.
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By Prisca Mitanda

ALL governments in the world 
depend on tax revenues to fi-
nance their expenditures. Using 
tax revenue, governments are 
able to run different activities 
which involve money such as 
to build infrastructure, provide 
affordable health services, free 
education, security, law enforce-
ment and other common goods 
as well as services.

Worldwide, a tax clearance 
certificate (TCC) is a document 
which confirms that, a taxpayer 
has paid all tax dues. It is issued 
by a revenue authority upon sub-
mission of an application. Prior 
to issuance of TCC the authority 
checks if the taxpayer has met 
the conditions or requirements 
of having paid all taxes due.

In Tanzania, apart from rea-
sons such as renewal of business 
licence; tender applications; 
transfer of shares; exporting 
goods; transfer of ownership, a 
tax clearance certificate is also 
required when a company is 
looking to formally cease its op-
erations. Tanzania entities are 
required to renew their business 
licences yearly.TCC is one of the 
documents required to support 
an application for renewal of the 

business licence.
Based on experience, it does 

not require a lot of effort to ob-
tain a TCC for the purpose of 
renewing a business licence. I 
imagine this is the case because 
Tanzania Revenue Authority 
would not like the business to 
come to a standstill while wait-
ing for the TCC. If a business 
keeps its doors open, chances 
are it generates more taxable in-
come.

A concern is when the entity 
wishes to close down its opera-
tions in Tanzania and applies for 
the TCC from TRA. It has been 
the practice that, when an appli-
cation is made for the purposes 
of closure, then a tax audit is trig-
gered. Hence it is seemingly dif-
ficult for entities to estimate the 
time involved to obtain the TCC.

Moreover, the tax audit may 
result in tax liabilities from pre-
vious years. If the entity is una-
ble to settle such tax backlogs or 
objects to the liability assessed, 
the TCC is not issued. While all 
these tax disputes are progress-
ing, the entity is expected to con-
tinue to be compliant by filing 
tax returns.

As the title ‘Tax clearance’ 
suggests, one would expect that 
whenever this is issued to an en-

Of what value is your tax clearance certificate?
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BEIJING 

The application of China’s Digital 
Currency Electronic Payment (DC/EP), 
also known as digital yuan, which has 
already been on a fast development 
track since last year, is taking another 
critical step forward with new scenarios 
in the business-to-business segment 
and wage payments. 

JD.com Inc, the country’s second-
largest online retailer, showed for the 
first time how it uses digital yuan for 
its payroll, as well as pilot applications 
and digital solutions for corporate 
payments for its supply chain partners, 
during the fourth Digital China Summit 
that kicked off on Sunday in Fuzhou, 
capital of East China’s Fujian Province.

In January, JD.com tested the use 
of digital yuan to pay some of its 
employees in cities like Shanghai, 
Shenzhen, South China’s Guangdong 
Province and Chengdu, capital of 
Southwest China’s Sichuan Province. 
Employees can deposit their digital 
salaries onto their personal bank cards, 
and can use the money in scenarios 

where the digital currency is accepted 
in pilot cities. 

Peng Fei, head of the DC/EP program 
at JD Digits, JD.com’s fintech arm, 
told the Global Times that “many of 
our digital yuan pilot projects are at 
the consumer level, and now we are 
starting to pay attention to where the 
money comes from. Paying salaries is a 
good way to source digital yuan.” Peng 
said that the scenarios and applications 
of the digital yuan for businesses will be 
even more numerous in the future.

JD.com was the country’s first online 
platform to accept China’s digital 
currency, after the Suzhou municipal 
government in East China’s Jiangsu 
Province handed out 100,000 virtual 
red packets of 20 million yuan ($3 
million) in total to local residents via a 
lottery, in order to encourage spending 
on the Double Twelve online shopping 
festival last year.

Apart from JD.com, leading Chinese 
technology companies such as Huawei 
and Tencent also exhibited their 
advances in the digital currency area 
during the summit, attracting many 

China’s digital yuan expands from consumer payments to business payments

NAIROBI 

Digital mobile lenders will have six 
months to be licensed by the Central Bank 
of Kenya (CBK) if Parliament adopts a 
proposed law that will see the regulator 
control their products, management, and 
sharing of borrowers’ information.

A key aim of the government-backed 
Central Bank of Kenya (Amendment) 
Bill, 2021, which seeks to empower the 
banking regulator to supervise digital 
lenders for the first time, is to curb the 
steep digital lending rates that have 
plunged many borrowers in a debt trap as 

well as predatory lending.
It will also seek to push out rogue 

players amid concerns of unethical 
practices such as money laundering, 
illegal mining of customer private data 
and shaming of borrowers who default on 
repayment. The banking regulator will be 
expected to determine minimum liquidity 
and capital adequacy requirements for 
digital credit providers akin to conditions 
set for operating a bank in Kenya.

The digital lenders will play under 
the same rules as commercial banks, 
including having to seek the CBK’s nod for 
new products and pricing that includes 

Mobile phone lenders risk closure in CBK Bill

visitors who were eager to test out the new 
currency. Chinese fintech giants Ant Group 
and Tencent announced further cooperation 
with China’s central bank to move forward 
with the digital yuan on Sunday, vowing to 
provide active support to the rollout of the 
currency.

According to Ant Group, which is under 
strict regulatory scrutiny over some of its 
business practices, the company will support 
the research and development of the digital 
yuan and its technical platform, while Tencent 
said that it has provided full support to the 
digital yuan pilot project, and will carry out 
controlled trials under the instructions of the 
People’s Bank of China (PBC), the central bank.

“Currently, there’s no plan to launch the 
digital yuan nationwide. But the scale of the 
trial runs will be increased,” said PBC Deputy 
Governor Li Bo, at the Boao Forum for Asia 
held in South China’s Hainan Province on April 
18. The PBC will increase the scale of the pilot 
projects to cover more scenarios and more 
cities, according to Li. For example, the trial of 
the digital currency at the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympics will not only be conducted among 
domestic users but also among international 
athletes.

Central Bank of Kenya governor, Patrick Njoroge. 

ally (for business licence or other purpose) 
without conducting requisite tax audits? Or 
is it the taxpayer’s fault for not being compli-

tity, all the entity’s tax dues are fully settled.
The questions at this stage are “Who is to blame for the 

significant liabilities and delays in issuing TCC required 
to close an entity?”Is it TRA’s fault for issuing TCCs annu-

her capacity as chair of the Committee on Finance and 
National Planning.

The CBK had earlier raised the alarm of the credit-only 
mobile lending institutions being easily used to launder 
illicit cash. Money laundering, which involves transferring 
and disguising illegally obtained cash to make it look 
legitimate, is mostly used by criminals and the corrupt to 
clean their wealth. The Bill demands that the firms disclose 
to the CBK the source of funds that the institutions are 
lending to curb money laundering and terrorism financing.

Those in breach face a fine of Sh5 million or a jail term of 
three years or both as regulators scramble to keep up with 
boom in lending by financial technology (fintech) firms, 
including US start-ups. Analysts reckon that a majority 
of the fintechs will struggle to meet the tough licensing 
conditions.

Tens of unregulated microlenders have invested in 
Kenya’s credit market in response to the growth in demand 
for quick loans. 

Their proliferation has saddled borrowers with 
high interest rates, which rise up to 520 percent when 
annualised, leading to mounting defaults and an ever 
ballooning number of defaulters.

From having little or no access to credit, many Kenyans 
now find they can get loans in minutes via their mobile 
phones. The Bill also comes amid complaints that digital 
lenders do not provide full information to borrowers on 
pricing, punishment for defaults and recovery of unpaid 
loans.

Digital lenders have been accused of abusing personal 
information collected from defaulters to bombard 
relatives and friends with messages regarding the default 
and asking third parties to enforce repayment. The push 
to control the activities of digital lenders comes more than 
a year after Kenya removed the legal cap on commercial 
lending rates.

The cap, which was introduced in September 2016, 
slowed down private sector credit growth as commercial 
banks turned their backs on millions of low-income 
customers as well as small and medium-sized businesses 
deemed too risky to lend to.

The subsequent credit crunch triggered an appetite 
for digital loans, attracting unregulated microlenders 
to Kenya’s credit market in response to the growth in 
demand for quick loans. Market leader M-Shwari, Kenya’s 
first mobile-based savings and loans product introduced 
by Safaricom and NCBA in 2012, charges a “facilitation fee” 
of 7.5 percent on credit regardless of its duration, pushing 
its annualised loan rate to 395 percent.

ant? Is it the fault of the revenue author-
ity for not doing tax audits timely and 
leaving a number of years open which ac-
cumulates interest liability for taxpayers 
in case of non-compliance?

What is the essence of issuing a TCC if 
it does not confirm that a taxpayer’s tax 
affairs are up-to-date? Probably having 
the TCC as a requirement for renewal 
of business licence and tendering is not 
beneficial to the revenue authority or 
the taxpayer? Do these TCCs serve a pur-
pose really or should they be categorised 
differently with different requirements 
needed upon application?

Probably the TCC should be removed 
as a requirement for business licence re-
newal as it was in the past (prior to Au-
gust 2015), considering it may not be ben-
eficial to TRA or the taxpayer. 

The revenue authority and the taxpay-
ers should work hand in hand to ensure 
that whenever the TCC is issued it has 
a meaning for both of them. All stake-
holders should therefore be responsible 
enough in order for the TCC to serve its 
purpose.

Prisca Mitanda (pictured) is a tax 
advisor at KPMG in Tanzania and 
can be reached through:  HYPER-
LINK “mailto:pmitanda@kpmg.co.tz” 
pmitanda@kpmg.co.tz. The views ex-
pressed here are the author’s and do 
not necessarily represent the views 
and opinions of KPMG.

China’s digital yuan is displayed on a smartphone. 

loans charges and putting a ceiling on non-
performing loans at not more than twice 
the defaulted amount if the Bill becomes 
law. The regulator will have to vet the 
management of digital loan providers, 
signalling a requirement to have a local 
office.

“Any person who before coming into 
force of this was in the business of offering 
credit facilities or loan services through 
a digital channel and is not regulated 
under any other law shall register with 
The Bank (CBK) within six months of 
coming into force of this Act,” says the Bill 
tabled in Parliament by Gladys Wanga in 
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WORLD
NAIROBI

The World Health Organization urged gov-
ernments and leaders across Africa to boost 
integrated action to increase and expand 
access to immunization as the continent cel-
ebrates World Vaccination Week this year.

Matshidiso Moeti, the WHO regional direc-
tor for Africa, said action should be backed 
by a sufficient, trained workforce, strong sur-
veillance and health information systems, 
as well as national leadership, management 
and coordination.

“Communities should be engaged to im-
prove health literacy and increase demand 
for vaccines, with special attention on reach-
ing the poorest and most marginalized 
groups,” Moeti said in a statement on Mon-
day. 

She expressed concerns that routine im-
munization coverage at the regional level has 

stalled in the past 10 years at between 70 and 
75 percent.

Moeti said an estimated 9 million children 
in the region miss out on lifesaving vaccines 
every year. One in five remain unprotected 
from vaccine preventable diseases which 
claim the lives of more than 500,000 chil-
dren under 5 years of age in Africa annually.

She said 80 percent of children that miss 
out on vaccines live in 10 countries. The 
Democratic Republic of the Congo and Ethi-
opia account for almost 60 percent of those 
cases.

“This affects not only children in hard-
to-reach rural areas but also those in urban 
communities,” she said.

This year’s vaccination week comes in the 
wake of the coronavirus pandemic that sig-
nificantly disrupted vaccination efforts.

WHO said the pandemic has disrupted 
planned vaccination drives in 15 African 

Africa vaccination 
gaps trouble WHO

China has enhanced efforts 
to ensure data security in facial 
recognition as the technology 
has raised increasing concerns 
over users’ privacy and infor-
mation leakage while being 
more and more widely used in 
Chinese people’s life and work, 
including such scenarios as un-
locking mobile phones, verify-
ing identity, and clocking in.

The procuratorate in Cixi 
city, east China’s Zhejiang prov-
ince, recently received a tip-off 
that some real estate business-
es installed cameras that sup-
port facial recognition at their 
sales offices to secretly capture 
and store the facial features of 

buyers without giving explicit 
indication of the information 
collecting behavior.

According to a survey re-
port jointly released by China’s 
National Information Secu-
rity Standardization Technical 
Committee and other institu-
tions last October, more than 
90 percent of the respondents 
have used facial recognition 
systems, and over 60 percent 
of them believe that the tech-
nology seems to become over-
used and is frequently faced 
with problems such as forced 
use and illegal collection of us-

ers’ information.
Experts pointed out that 

some people are vigilant 
against facial recognition be-
cause in the era of the Internet, 
they attach more importance 
to protecting their privacy like 
personal data, and compared 
with other biometric infor-
mation, facial features can be 
more easily collected before 
people realize it.

Besides, unlike other per-
sonal data that can be easily 
changed, such as user name, 
mobile phone number and 
e-mail address, facial informa-

tion is unique and can’t be 
changed. Once their face data 
is collected by companies, 
there’s no way consumers 
can know if these companies 
will guarantee long-term and 
secure data management and 
prevent illegal use of the data, 
explained experts.

Therefore, it is of great sig-
nificance to use facial recog-
nition systems properly and 
store safely people’s face data 
with their consent.

In fact, facial recognition 
has played a positive role 
in fields like public service. 

During the prevention and 
control of the COVID-19 epi-
demic, contactless facial rec-
ognition devices, which can 
accurately and efficiently 
identify people’s faces and 
take their temperature, have 
been widely applied in shop-
ping malls, restaurants and 
office buildings, actively con-
tributing to the containment 
of the virus.

With the development of 
facial recognition technol-
ogy, some devices can effec-
tively identify people even 
with their facial masks on. 

In a huge face database with 
300,000 images, such de-
vices can have an accuracy 
rate of as much as 90 percent 
in identifying people with 
their masks on, suggested a 
research report initiated by 
China National Information 
Technology Standardization 
Technical Committee and 
jointly compiled by many 
companies and organizations 
in December 2020.

Obviously, it is inadvisable 
to neglect the advantages of 
facial recognition and simply 
abandon the technology.

To ensure data security, the 
Legislative Affairs Commission 
of the Standing Committee of 
the National People’s Congress 
of China issued a draft law on 
personal information protec-
tion in October 2020, formu-
lating provisions on the in-
stallation of facial recognition 
equipment in public places.

The draft law specified that 
image capturing and ID recog-
nition equipment installed in 
public places should suit the 
need for safeguarding public 
security, comply with relevant 
regulations, and be accompa-
nied by noticeable marks to 
remind users. People’s Daily

China strengthens data protection in facial recognition

BEIJING

The Biden administration 
on Tuesday said it was eas-
ing travel restrictions on Chi-
nese and other international 
students into the United 
States this fall, a change that 
could provide financial help 
to some colleges whose en-
rollments declined during 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The US State Department 
said in a statement it is ex-
panding its national interest 
exemptions to cover students 
and academics around the 
world starting on Aug 1 after 
it made the change in March 
for European students.

Reuters first reported the 
planned announcement for 
Chinese students, the larg-
est number of international 
students in the United States. 
About 35 percent of interna-
tional students in the 2019-
20 school year were from 
China, according to the Inter-
national Education Exchange 
(IEE), nearly twice as high as 
the second highest, India. 

The government has 
barred most non-US citizens 

who have been in China, Bra-
zil, South Africa, Iran and 
most of Europe within the 
prior two weeks. Now stu-
dents from all those coun-
tries will be eligible to en-
ter the United States for fall 
classes.

China said it is a positive 
step for the United States to 
ease COVID-19 restrictions 
on Chinese students into the 
United States this fall.

China has made major 
strategic achievements in its 
fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic, recognized globally, 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Zhao Lijian said.

He added that China hopes 
the United States would make 
proper arrangements for Chi-
nese personnel to go to the 
United States and create favor-
able conditions for resuming 
personnel exchanges between 
the two sides.

In the 2019-20 academic 
year 372,000 Chinese nation-
als attended universities and 
colleges in the United States, 
the IEE said in a November 
2020 report.

Overall postsecondary en-
rollments declined 2.5 percent 
in fall 2020, nearly twice the 
rate of enrollment decline re-
ported in fall 2019, according 
to the National Student Clear-
inghouse.

In January 2020 then US 
President Donald Trump first 
imposed the restrictions bar-
ring nearly all non-US citizens 
who were in China from enter-
ing the United States.

US colleges and universities 
have been urging the State 
Department to take the step 
before international students 
had to make enrollment deci-
sions.

The American Council on 
Education (ACE) had pressed 
the administration of Presi-
dent Joe Biden to act quickly, 
saying in a letter last month 
it could “deliver a welcom-
ing message to current and 
prospective international 
students, which can help re-
store the US as a destination 
of choice, as well as support-
ing an important economic 
activity as the US economy 
recovers from the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

An administration official 
said despite the announce-
ment officials are “closely 
monitoring the status and tra-

jectory of the pandemic.”
It is still unclear whether US 

colleges or the US government 
will recognize vaccinations 
received by Chinese students 
that have not been approved 
by the US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. Some US schools 
are requiring students to be 
fully vaccinated before classes 
resume.

Another big issue has been 
the requirement that first-time 
student visa applicants have in-
person interviews at US embas-
sies and consulates. The State 
Department said on Tuesday it 
“continues to seek ways to pro-
cess more visa applications, in 
line with science-based guid-
ance from health authorities.”

ACE cited a study that the 
overall economic impact gen-
erated by international stu-
dents had declined by US$1.8 
billion during the 2019-20 aca-
demic year, from US$40.5 bil-
lion in the prior year.

In the 2019 school year 
Chinese students were esti-
mated to have an economic 
impact of US$15.9 billion on 
the United States, according 
to the IEE report. Xihua

US eases COVID-19 restrictions on Chinese students

countries, with over 16 million 
children missing measles vac-
cine doses since January 2020.

During the period, eight Afri-
can countries reported major 
measles outbreaks that affected 
tens of thousands. The out-
breaks were largely due to low 
routine immunization coverage 
or delayed vaccination drives.

The quality of measles sur-
veillance in the continent fell to 
its lowest level in seven years 
in 2020, with just 11 countries 
meeting their target.

On Monday, three Geneva-
based organizations issued a 

joint statement aiming to save 
over 50 million lives through 
vaccinations.

The WHO, the United Nations 
Children’s Fund and Gavi, the 
Vaccine Alliance called for ur-
gent action to renew the global 
commitment to improve access 
and uptake of vaccines.

“Vaccines will help us end the 
COVID-19 pandemic but only 
if we ensure fair access for all 
countries, and build strong sys-
tems to deliver them,” Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, the 
WHO’s director-general, said in a 
news release. Agencies

MOGADISHU

Somalia’s President 
Mohamed Abdullahi Mo-
hamed said yesterday he 
would drop an attempt 
to extend his term by two 
years, bowing to domestic 
and international pressure 
after clashes in the capital 
Mogadishu split security forces along clan lines.

Hours earlier, Prime Minister Mohamed Hussein Roble 
had denounced the proposed term extension and called 
for preparations for a new presidential election.

The president’s term expired in February, but the coun-
try failed to hold elections as planned. Earlier this month, 
the lower house of parliament voted to extend Mohamed’s 
four-year term by another two years. The Senate rejected 
the move, provoking a political crisis.

Commanders in both the police and military had de-
fected to the opposition, and rival factions of the security 
forces had fortified positions in central Mogadishu, raising 
fears of clashes in the heart of the city, and a security vac-
uum in the surrounding areas that could be exploited by al 
Qaeda-linked al Shabaab insurgents. 

In a televised statement in the early hours of Wednes-
day, the president said he commended the efforts of the 
prime minister and other political leaders and welcomed 
the statements they issued calling for elections to be held 
without further delay. He also called for urgent discussions 
with the signatories to an agreement signed last Septem-
ber on the conduct of the elections.

The opposition, who had called on the president to re-
sign, did not immediately respond. The president did not 
discuss the opposition in his speech, but denounced un-
named “individuals and foreign entities who have no aim 
other than to destabilize the country.”

The heads of two regional states who had been staunch 
allies of the president had also rejected on Tuesday the 
proposed two-year extension of Mohamed’s term. Those 
leaders said in statements immediately after the presi-
dent’s speech that they welcomed his announcement.

Mohamed’s attempt to extend his term had also angered 
foreign donors who backed his government, hoping it 
would help bring stability and quash the al Qaeda-linked 
al Shabaab insurgency. But the proposed extension pitted 
factions in the security forces against each other.

This week, opposition forces abandoned positions in the 
countryside as they headed for a showdown in the capital, 
allowing al Shabaab to take over at least one town.

Forces loyal to the opposition hold important parts 
of the city and clashed with government forces over the 
weekend, fuelling worries the country could return to all-
out war.

The president said he urged “all security agencies to 
maintain the stability of the capital and the safety of in-
nocent civilians, avoiding any actions that may lead to in-
security.”

The unrest is the second bout of violence in Mogadishu 
over the proposed extension to Mohamed’s term. Contin-
ued clashes could further splinter Somali security forces 
along ethnic lines, said the International Crisis Group, a 
think-tank.

“Somalia is teetering on the brink of a major breakdown 
once again,” it said in a briefing published on Tuesday.

Somalia’s fledgling armed forces are drawn from clan 
militias who have often battled each other for power and 
resources.

Mohamed is Darod, one of Somalia’s major clans. The 
majority of the Somali military in the capital are Hawiye, 
another large clan. Most of the opposition leaders are 
Hawiye.					     Agencies

Somalia’s president agrees not 
to extend presidential term

MOSCOW
Neither Moscow nor the 

Vatican has received any of-
ficial proposal from Kiev for 
holding a meeting between 
Presidents Vladimir Putin of 
Russia and Vladimir Zelen-
sky of Ukraine in the Vatican, 
Kremlin Spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov told reporters yester-
day.

“President Zelensky said 
that it would be the perfect 
place for such a meeting. How-
ever, neither the Vatican nor 
Russia has official informa-
tion on the matter. We haven’t 
received specific information 
about the proposal,” Peskov 

pointed out.
Meanwhile the Kremlin 

spokesman is unaware if the 
Russian president will meet 
with his Ukrainian counter-
part anywhere other than in 
Moscow. “I don’t know if he 
is ready to travel anywhere,” 
Peskov told reporters on 
Wednesday. “We all proceed 
from what President Putin 
said and since we are not a 
party to the conflict, there is 
no need to discuss Donbass 
issues, peace efforts, with us. 
It should be discussed within 
the four-member group. Pu-
tin pointed out that should 
Zelensky be willing to discuss 

bilateral relations, he is wel-
come to Moscow,” the Kremlin 
spokesman noted.

Moscow and Kiev cannot 
tackle the issue of settling the 
Donbass conflict, since Russia 

is not a side in this struggle, 
nevertheless, they should find 
common ground on this mat-
ter, the spokesman pointed 
out.

“The matter of Donbass can-
not be resolved between Kiev 
and Moscow, because Russia is 
not a side in this conflict,” the 
spokesman stressed. “But in 
any case, we need to find com-
mon ground. The president 
[of Russia Vladimir Putin] has 
confirmed his readiness for 
dialogue many times.”

Commenting on the state-
ment by Ukrainian President 
Vladimir Zelensky, in which 
he expressed his desire “to dis-

cuss peace with Putin,” Peskov 
noted that striving for peace 
“should be wholeheartedly 
supported.” “But the thing is 
that Ukraine and Russia have 
never been at war, thank God. 
Although Ukraine has dam-
aged our bilateral relations 
significantly,” the spokesman 
pointed out. “It seems that 
such political will prevails in 
Kiev.”

“Work towards peace should 
be carried out in Ukraine it-
self. Russia is taking part in the 
Normandy Four with the aim 
of aiding this process,” Peskov 
concluded.

		  Agencies

Neither Moscow nor Vatican received Zelensky’s proposal for meeting with Putin — Kremlin
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A Kenyan health worker administers a dose of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vac-
cine to her colleagues, part of the COVAX mechanism by GAVI (The Vaccine 
Alliance), to help fight againstCOVID-19 at the Kenyatta National Hospital in 
Nairobi, on March 5, 2021. ( AFP)

In this file photo, Chinese students celebrate their graduation from 
Columbia University. (XINHUA)

NAIROBI

 The onset of COVID-19 pandemic last year escalated the 
vulnerability of migrants from the Horn of African region 
to smugglers, vagaries of weather and lack of access to ba-
sic services, a senior official from International Organiza-
tion for Migration (IOM) said on Tuesday.

Mohammed Abdiker, regional director for East and Horn 
of Africa at IOM, said the pandemic worsened poverty, so-
cial dislocation and exploitation of migrants from a region 
that experienced recurrent droughts and conflicts. 

“There is an immediate need to expand basic services to 
migrants across the East and Horn of Africa,” Abdiker said 
at a virtual briefing in Nairobi. 

He said border closures and suspension of air and land 
travel linked to the pandemic left migrants from the Horn 
of African region stranded along the perilous Eastern 
Route that they often used to cross over to the Gulf region.

					     Xihua

OM says COVID-19 has worsened 
plight of migrants in Horn of Africa
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Southwest China’s Yun-
nan Province is one of the bio-
diversity hotspots of the world. 
It has all types of ecosystems 
except for marine and desert 
ecosystems.

It is home to 2,242 verte-
brates and 19,333 known land 
plant species, 51.4 percent and 
50.1 percent of the country’s to-
tal, respectively.

In recent years, new species 
have been found in the prov-
ince every one or two weeks. 
For instance, on Gaoligong 
Mountain of Yunnan’s Baoshan, 
over 100 new species were dis-
covered in the recent 10 years.

Zhang Ting, a staff member 
with Kunming Institute of Bot-
any, Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences (CAS), told the People’s 
Daily that the discovery of new 
species in Yunnan Province was 
not a coincidence.

He attributed the rich biodi-
versity of the province to the 
local mountainous and fluvial 
landforms. Besides, the prov-
ince’s low-latitude plateau has 
created both tropical rainfor-
ests and talus slopes, he said. 
Hornbills are gliding in mon-
soon forests, while black snub-
nosed monkeys are swinging 
between firs.

Zhang and his team spend 
around four months each year 
in the fields, collecting seeds 

for a national germplasm bank 
of wild species. They have gath-
ered 85,046 seeds of 10,601 spe-
cies, which is a huge backup for 
Chinese plants.

“It’s like buying an insurance 
for wild plants and saving their 
seeds in the bank. Once need-
ed, these seeds would go back 
to the fields, which is another 
way of protecting the species,” 
Zhang said.

Apart from the collection and 

preservation of germplasm re-
sources, rare animal species are 
also well protected in Yunnan 
Province.

Green peafowl is a critically 
endangered species. There are 
only less than 600 of them in 
China, all of which are distribut-
ed in Yunnan Province. Accord-
ing to monitoring data from the 
Kunming Institute of Zoology, 
CAS, the number of green pea-
fowl in the Konglonghe Nature 

Reserve in Shuangbai County, 
Chuxiong Yi Autonomous Pre-
fecture of central Yunnan has 
risen from 52 in 2015 to nearly 
100. In addition, an artificial 
breeding and reintroduction 
program was launched last 
year, which has created bright-
er prospects for the population 
restoration of the species.

There are also many other 
rescued species. For instance, 
the number of black snub-
nosed monkeys has grown to 
over 3,000 from 1,400 some 
twenty years ago, and that of 
black-necked cranes which 
spend winter in the province 
has also exceeded 3,000, from 
around 1,600 in 1996.

Today, nearly 1/7 of Yunnan’s 
territory is protected as nature 
reserves. According to statistics, 
the province has approved and 
built 362 nature reserves, and 
90 percent of important eco-
systems and nature reserves 
for endangered and protected 
species of the country are effec-
tively protected.

Besides, Yunnan Province 
has also been improving institu-
tions and mechanisms related 
to biodiversity protection. In 
2019, it launched a local regula-
tion on protecting biodiversity, 
trying to maintain species vari-
ety in terms of legislation.

	 People’s Daily

Yunnan gears up for biodiversity protection

BEIJING

Over the past week, India has 
been reporting more than 300,000 
new COVID-19 cases each day, while 
medical oxygen is running out and 
patients are still waiting for treatment 
in overloaded hospitals.

The international community has 
pledged assistance for India, with 
many countries agreeing to send oxy-
gen, protective equipment and other 
medical supplies to the new COVID-19 
epicenter.

DEADLY VIRUS SURGE
On Tuesday, India’s COVID-19 tally 

rose to 17,636,307 with 323,144 new 
cases recorded in the past 24 hours. It 
was the sixth consecutive day that the 
country had registered over 300,000 
cases in a single day.

On Monday, the country reported 
the world’s biggest-ever daily surge 
with 352,991 new cases.

The World Health Organization 
(WHO) has said India’s deadly sec-
ond wave stemmed from a “perfect 
storm” of relaxing of personal protec-
tive measures, mass gatherings, low 
vaccination rates and more conta-
gious variants.

The ongoing wave of infections in 
the country is estimated to peak in 
mid-May, according to projections 
presented at a meeting between In-
dian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and officials from the worst-affected 
states.

When reaching the peak time, the 
daily COVID-19 cases in India are pro-
jected to reach 500,000 and may sub-
side between June and July, Indian 
media reported.

Amid the ongoing resurgence of 
the pandemic, hospitals across India 
have undergone a dire shortage of 
medical oxygen and urged the federal 
government to help replenish their 
stocks.

India’s federal government on 
Tuesday said it has imported 20 cryo-

genic tankers and allocated them 
to states to address the shortage of 
oxygen tankers. Additionally, 551 new 
medical oxygen generation plants 
would be set up across India, said a 
statement issued by Modi’s office on 
Sunday.

The country has also converted 
hotels and railway coaches into criti-
cal care facilities to make up for the 
shortage of beds, but experts said the 
next crisis will be a lack of healthcare 
professionals.

“DOUBLE MUTANT” VARIANT
A new coronavirus variant, called 

“the B.1.617 variant,” was first found 
in India.

The variant, with two mutations, 
is considered more infectious and 
transmissible by some medical ex-
perts, while WHO spokesperson Tarik 
Jasarevic said “the extent to which 
these virus changes are responsible 
for the rapid increase in cases in the 
country remains unclear.”

According to a BBC report, lab evi-
dence suggested that antibodies may 
find it harder to block the virus vari-
ant, but scientists are still assessing 
how much immunity is lost.

“I don’t think there’s any evidence 
that it’s an escape mutation (which 
could mean) it fundamentally can’t 
be stopped by the vaccines ... I think 
we have to obviously watch carefully, 
but there’s at present no reason to 
panic about it,” BBC quoted Jeffrey 
Barrett, director of the COVID-19 
Genomics Initiative at Britain’s Well-
come Sanger Institute, as saying.

So far, the variant has been detect-
ed in nearly 20 countries and regions 
around the world. Some countries, 
amid fears of the “double mutant” 
variant, have imposed restrictions on 
flights from India.

For instance, on April 19, British 
Health Secretary Matt Hancock an-
nounced that travel from India to 
Britain is banned for non-British and 
Irish citizens after India was added to 

 India suffering calamitous surge of COVID-19 cases, int’l community extending help

Johnson faces formal probe over funding of apartment renovation

MOGADISHU

Hundreds of residents fled the 
Somali capital Mogadishu Tuesday 
following heightened tension be-
tween government and opposition 
armed forces.

People could be seen loading 
their household items into public 
transport vehicles while some used 
donkeys to move out of the restive 
city following skirmishes which 
started on Sunday. Some of the 
residents who spoke to Xinhua said 
they feared for their lives and had 
decided to move to the outskirts of 
the city. “I fear for the safety of my 
family. That is why I have decided 
to move out of Mogadishu with 
them,” Ahmed Mohamed who was 
with his children said.

Another resident Amina Nur 
called on the two sides to tone 
down and save the country from 
another war.”

I call on the two warring factions 
to calm down and spare us another 
fight,” Nur said as she packed her 
stuff, ready to leave.The height-
ened tension comes as the UN chief 
called on all Somali stakeholders to 
resume negotiations immediately 
and forge an agreement based on 
the Sept. 17 electoral model and 
Baidoa proposals to break the po-
litical stalemate that threatens the 
stability of Somalia.

Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary-
General said in a statement on 
Monday evening that the world 
body is concerned about the recent 
armed clashes in Mogadishu. 

He reiterated his call for all So-
mali stakeholders to refrain from 
further violence and resolve their 
differences through dialogue and 
compromise. 	               Xinhua

Somalis flee Mogadishu 
amid heightened tensions 
as UN calls for dialogue

WORLD NEWS

By Bloomberg

European Union law-
makers gave their approval 
to the post-Brexit trade ac-
cord with the UK, marking 
the final step in the ratifica-
tion process and the end of 
four years of political brink-
manship.

Members of the EU’s leg-
islature voted to give their 
consent to the EU-UK Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement 
with 660 supporting and five 
against, ensuring that com-
merce will continue with-
out the chaotic disruption 
to business a no-deal Brexit 
once threatened. 

But the deal has left busi-
nesses grappling with ad-
ditional paperwork, and it 
doesn’t necessarily spell an 
end to hostilities between 
the two sides. 

London and Brussels are 
still at loggerheads over 
how the accord will work 
in Northern Ireland, while 
the EU’s threat to jeopardize 
Britain’s supplies of corona-
virus vaccines has soured 
relations.

On Tuesday, European 
Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen warned 
that the bloc won’t hesitate 

to act if Britain breaches the 
terms of the trade deal.

“The agreement comes 
with real teeth -- with a 
binding dispute settlement 
mechanism and the possi-
bility for unilateral remedial 
measures where necessary,” 
von der Leyen said. “We do 
not want to have to use these 
tools, but we will not hesitate 
to use them if necessary.”

The deal was welcomed in 
Brussels and London, with 
UK Minister David Frost say-
ing on Twitter that the vote 
marks “a new chapter to-
gether as Europeans, char-
acterized by friendly coop-
eration between sovereign 
equals.” European Council 
President Charles Michel 
wrote on Twitter that the 
EU “will continue to work 
constructively with the UK 
as an important friend and 
partner.

In a key concession made 
by Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson, the deal keeps 
Northern Ireland aligned 
with the rules of the EU’s 
single market to avoid cus-
toms checks on the island of 
Ireland. 

That has created a border 
between the province and 
the rest of the UK -- an ob-

stacle for business moving 
goods, and a focus of dis-
content among unionists op-
posed to any degree of sepa-
ration from London.

Anger at that conces-
sion helped fuel violence in 
Northern Ireland earlier this 
month, with cars and buses 
set on fire and police officers 
injured. The EU is holding 
off taking the next step in its 
legal action as it works on a 
joint plan with the UK to de-
fuse the situation.

Businesses, meanwhile, 
are still dealing with the 
new terms of trade. While 
the accord has allowed for 
tariff and quota-free trade in 
goods since Britain left the 
single market and customs 
union on Dec. 31, firms have 
had to wrestle with the ad-
ditional paperwork required 
to ship goods across the 
Channel.

The deal excludes ser-
vices -- which account for 
about 80 percent of the UK 
economy -- as well as the 
country’s financial industry. 
Last week, a top EU official 
warned City of London firms 
they shouldn’t expect quick 
access to the single market.

		  Agencies

Four years of Brexit drama ends 
as EU lawmakers back deal

Britain’s travel “red list.”
On Thursday, Canada an-

nounced a 30-day ban on all 
flights from India.

On Friday, New Zealand 
categorized India as one of 
the “very high-risk coun-
tries” to “significantly re-
duce the number of infected 
people flying to New Zea-
land,” COVID-19 Response 
Minister Chris Hipkins said.

INTERNATIONAL AID
As India is struggling with 

the new surge of infections, 
countries and international 
organizations have pledged 
assistance for India in its 
fight against the pandemic.

Volkan Bozkir, president 
of the 75th session of the UN 
General Assembly, on Tues-
day called for international 

carry out anti-epidemic coopera-
tion with India in various ways in 
its fight against the epidemic. We 
are convinced that India will get 
through difficulties and come out 
the other side,” Wang said.

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen on Sun-
day tweeted that the European 
Union is pooling resources to re-
spond rapidly to India’s request 
for assistance via its civil protec-
tion mechanism.

The French Foreign Ministry, in 
response to needs expressed by 
Indian officials, said that France 
will send eight oxygen generators, 
each capable of providing a hos-
pital with oxygen autonomy for a 
dozen years, as well as containers 
of liquid oxygen to supply medical 
oxygen to up to 10,000 patients a 
day.

			   Xinhua

Photo taken on Jan. 26, 2021 shows an economic belt built near Dianchi 
Lake, Southwest China’s Yunnan Province. File Photo

aid for India, saying it is time for 
the world to extend aid and sup-
port to India, because no one is 
safe until everyone is safe, accord-
ing to his spokesman.

On Monday, WHO chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said the 
situation in India is “beyond heart-
breaking,” and his organization is 
sending extra staff and supplies 
there to help overcome the pan-
demic.

“China has expressed readiness 
early on to provide necessary sup-
port and assistance to India, and is 
coordinating Chinese enterprises 
to positively respond to India’s de-
mand for anti-epidemic supplies 
such as oxygen concentrators,” 
Wang Wenbin, spokesperson for 
the Chinese Foreign Ministry, told 
a regular press conference on 
Monday.

“We are willing to continue to 

A COVID-19 patient with oxygen support is transported inside Guru Teg Bahadur Hospital in New Delhi, India, April 24, 
2021. (Xinhua/Partha Sarkar)

LONDON

Britain’s Electoral Commission 
has opened an investigation into 
the financing of the refurbishment 
of British Prime Minister Boris John-
son’s apartment, saying there were 
grounds to suspect an offence may 
have been committed.

Eight days before local elections 
across England and for the election 
of the Welsh and Scottish regional as-
semblies, Johnson is facing a stream 
of allegations about everything from 
his muddled initial handling of the 
COVID-19 crisis to questions about 
who leaked what from his office. 

“We are now satisfied that there 
are reasonable grounds to suspect 
that an offence or offences may have 

occurred,” the Electoral 
Commission said of the fi-
nancing of the apartment 
above Number 11 Downing 
Street where Johnson re-
sides.

“We will therefore con-
tinue this work as a formal 
investigation to establish 
whether this is the case,” the 
commission said.

The investigation will de-
termine whether any trans-
actions relating to the works 
fall within the regime regu-
lated by the commission and 
whether such funding was 
reported as required.

If it finds that an offence 
has occurred, and that there 

is sufficient evidence, then 
the commission can issue 
a fine or refer the matter to 
the police.

Asked who paid the initial 
invoices for the refurbish-
ment, Johnson said he had 
covered the costs and he had 
conformed in full with the 
code of conduct and minis-
terial code.

“The answer is I have cov-
ered the costs,” said John-
son under questioning in 
parliament from opposition 
Labour Party leader Keir 
Starmer, who cast Johnson 
as “Major Sleaze”.

Asked last month about 
the refurbishment, John-

son’s spokeswoman said all 
donations and gifts were 
properly declared, and that 
no Conservative Party funds 
were used to pay for it.

Johnson has a taxpayer-
funded 30,000 pound 
(US$42,000) allowance each 
year for maintaining and fur-
nishing his official residence, 
but anything above that 
must be met by the prime 
minister. 

Ministers have said John-
son has paid for the work 
himself, but it is unclear 
when he paid, and whether 
the refurbishment, report-
ed to have cost 200,000 
pounds (US$280,000) was 
initially financed by a loan 
of some kind. Under politi-
cal financing rules, Johnson 
would have been required to 
declare this.

Critics say that if the funds 
had come originally from a 
Conservative Party support-
er, this would raise the ques-
tion of influence-peddling.

Johnson was asked in 
parliament if the refurbish-
ment was financed by Con-
servative Party donor David 
Brownlow.

“The answer is that I have 
covered the cost,” Johnson 
said.

Dominic Cummings, who 
was Johnson’s main adviser 
on the Brexit campaign and 
helped him to win an elec-
tion in 2019 before an acri-
monious split last year, said 
on Friday that Johnson had 

wanted donors to pay for the renova-
tion secretly.

Cummings said he had told the 
prime minister such plans were “un-
ethical, foolish, possibly illegal”.

In a further potentially damaging 
allegation, the Daily Mail newspaper 
on Sunday cited unidentified sourc-
es as saying that, in October, shortly 
after agreeing to a second lockdown, 
Johnson had told a meeting in Down-
ing Street: “No more fucking lock-
downs - let the bodies pile high in 
their thousands.”

Asked in parliament if he had used 
those works, Johnson repeatedly de-
nied that he had.

“No,” Johnson said. “I didn’t say 
those words.”

		                 Agencies
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By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s wheelchair tennis players 
are expected to depart for Portugal next 
weekend to take part in BNP Paribas 
World Team Cup qualifiers.

Wheelchair Tennis Tanzania (WTT) 
association’s secretary general Riziki 
Salum said the duo, Novatus Temba and 
Juma Hamisi, are expected to leave the 
country next Saturday for Portugal.

The BNP Paribas World Team Cup 
showdown will be held at the Olbia Sport 
Centre Geovillage in Sardinia, Italy, from 
October 4-10 this year. 

He said WTT is looking for 11m/- 
which will be used for air tickets for the 
two players, coach, as well as meeting 
COVID-19 test’s costs and other expenses.

Salum called upon sports stakeholders, 
companies, organizations and individuals 
to help WTT so that it can send the players 
to the event which is to take place from 
May 10-16 at Vilamoura Tennis Academy.

He noted: “Our two wheelchair tennis 
players will travel to Portugal for the 
tournament which will be used as a 
qualifying event for this year’s BNP World 
Team Cup, we need 11m/- to send the two 
and coach.’’

‘’The International Tennis Federation 
(ITF) will provide accommodation for 
the players and coach in Portugal, we 
are asking the public to help us with the 
money,” he said.

Over 300 players will represent their 
nations for the chance to be crowned BNP 
Paribas World Team Cup showpiece’s 
champions.

Teams from the Americas, Europe, 
Africa and Asia/Oceania will take on each 
other to join the automatic qualifiers at 
the World Group event, which will be 
held at the Olbia Sport Centre Geovillage 
in Sardinia, Italy, from October 4-10 2021. 

Automatic qualifiers for the men’s 
World Team Cup World Group event are 
Great Britain, France, Japan, Argentina, 
Belgium, Netherlands, Spain, United 
States of America (USA), Republic of 
Korea and Brazil, with four qualifiers 
and two wild cards completing the 16-

Wheelchair tennis players in need of 11m/- 
to feature in World Team Cup qualifiers  

Azam FC midfielder, Salum Abubakar (R), shoots past Dodoma Jiji FC midfielder, Steven  Mganga, during a 
Vodacom Premier League clash, which took place in Dodoma recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC

A Tanzanian female wheelchair tennis player features in a recent competition, which took 
place in Kenya.

sports

team field. In the women’s event, teams with automatic 
qualifications are Netherlands, Japan, Great Britain, 
South Africa, China P.R., USA, Thailand and Colombia, 
with four qualifiers completing the 12-team field.

In quad event, automatic qualifiers are Japan, Israel, 
South Africa, Great Britain, USA and Canada, with two 
qualifiers completing the eight-team field.

In the junior showdown, automatic qualifiers are 
Australia, Great Britain, Turkey and Brazil, with four wild 
card nations completing the eight-team field.

Tanzania’s wheelchair tennis team have in the past 
competed at BNP Paribas World Team Cup in Turkey 

and Italy.
Th BNP Paribas 

World Team Cup is 
International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) flagship 
event for wheelchair 
tennis.

Teams compete 
at the event through 
qualification at zonal 
level.

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

AZAM FC’s management 
has said that they are still 
working on their plan to win 
this season’s Vodacom Premier 
League’s trophy, given they 
have a strong squad that is 
getting back to its best.

The side, led by head coach 
George Lwandamina, enjoyed 
an impressive run in the early 
stages of the showdown and 
went as far as holding the top 
spot after seven rounds of 
matches.

The outfit thereafter lost 
steam and began registering 
less impressive results.

They are lately placed third 
in the showdown’s standing 

with 54 points after playing 28 
matches.

The league’s defending 
champions, Simba, are leading 
the rest of the pack with 61 
points, having taken part in 25 
matches.

Yanga are placed second 
with 57 points after playing 27 
matches.

Azam FC’s information 
officer, Thabit Zakaria, said 
their achievements give them 
the audacity to believe that 
their dream will come true.

He said: “This is a football 
game and it shows that there is 
stiff competition in the second 
round, if it is so then there is no 
way one can say that we have 
no chance to achieve our goal.’’

He noted: “If you look at 
those who lead the league, they 
are four points ahead of us and 
they have matches in hand, but 
we also have matches to play so 
if we win ours they also a tough 
task of winning their matches.’’

“In that sense the race for the 
championship is still open and 
we believe it is going to come 
true as the team have got back 
to their best,” he said.

Azam FC edged Yanga 1-0 in 
a recent league match, which 
took place in Dar es Salaam, 
the winning goal was scored by 
Prince Dube.

Dube is the league’s leading 
goal scorer with 12 goals 
followed by Meddie Kagere of 
Simba with 11 goals.

Azam FC still optimistic of 
clinching 2020/21 VPL top honour   

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

AFTER the Deputy Minister for 
Information, Culture, Arts and 
Sports, Pauline Gekul, had paid a 
visit to the National Arts Council 
(BASATA) and expressed frustration 
over the ongoing stunts executed 
by some of artistes, the council has 
convened a forum to provide ethics 
training for the artistes.

During the visit, Pauline, among 
other issues, sought to know 
whether artistes are attending the 
forum, which is held every Monday.

Matiko Mniko, BASATA’s Acting 
Executive Secretary, in his response 
said artistes do not attend and the 
Deputy Minister questioned whether 
there is a fine for anyone who does 
not turn up for the event, including 
those who are most notorious, as far 

violation of the rules are concerned.
The council wrote on its social 

media page on Tuesday about the 
existence of the arts forum, set to 
take place today.

According to the council, the 
forum’s topic will focus on Ethics in 
Art.

The BASATA, Tanzania 
Communications Regulatory 
Authority, National Kiswahili Council  

(BAKITA) and the Police Force will 
field speakers at the forum.

Dar es Salaam’s Nafasi Arts Space, 
located at Mikocheni, will host the 
forum. During Deputy Minister’s 
visit, she was outraged by the 
ongoing publicity stunts showcsed 
by some of the artistes.

Pauline stated that Tanzanians 
and the government are not happy 
with the way the artistes behave.

She urged BASATA to tighten the 
noose, when it comes to punishing 
the artistes, who violate ethics.

She stated: “You do not have to 
bring your personal affairs to the 
public, for instance, announcing 
that you have given birth to a child, 
you have a list of several women 
you have had an affair with, this is 
degrading our culture and ruining 
our generation.’’

She disclosed: “You are ruining 
our generation, it gets to the point 
where a child is abused and he or 
she is talked about all day, it really 
hurts as a child is a gift from God.’’

She insisted: ‘’BASATA should 
meet those artistes and tell them we 
are not happy with their behaviour 
considering there are artistes, who 
uphold moral values and privacy 
and they are doing well in their

BASATA set to host ethics training for artistes    

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

TANZANIAN comedian and actor Idris Sultan has 
become the first domestic actor, whose film titled ‘Slay’ 

has started appearing on Netflix.
Sultan (pictured), the winner of reality TV Show, Big 

Brother Africa ‘Hotshots’ in 2014, has become the first 
Tanzanian to appear on Netflix.

The achievement is a milestone for Idris as the Netflix 
network is the number one service in the world that 
shows movies and drama videos through live streaming.

On the eve of Tuesday, Netflix has started showing the 
film ‘Slay’ in which the Tanzanian actor has participated 
in.

He has acted as a rich young man looking for a woman 
with true love.

The screening of the film is one thing, but the actor’s 
popularity around the world, according to the comments 
made, is opening the door to success for him.

He noted: “I always get up in the morning and pray but 
today I just wake up and say thank you. Thank you for 
finding relatives and friends like you.’’

‘’The solidarity, love and strength you have given me 
over the years and continue to multiply. I can’t just talk 
to you. I need to talk to God,’’ Sultan wrote on his Twitter 
account.

Film followers and celebrities in the country have 
also used the network to congratulate Sultan for the 
milestone he has reached.

Retired fourth term President Jakaya Kikwete wrote: 
‘’I had the opportunity to watch ‘Slay’ on Netflix and see 
Sultan in this movie. I am very relieved by this step he 
has taken.’’

He noted: ‘’He has put us Tanzanians on the face of 
Netflix. It’s a very good start. Let us support him to do 
better and to give us more education in the future.’’

Tanga’s Bumbuli Constituency’s MP, January Makamba, 
wrote in his social media account: ‘’I finally saw ‘Slay’. A 
big step for our son Idris Sultan.’’

Deputy Minister for Information, Culture, Arts and Sports, Pauline Gekul

Kikwete congratulates 
Dar actor Idris Sultan
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Chelsea, Pulisic fail to beat Madrid despite guile and class
By Graham Hunter, ESPN Spain writer 

IN the end, the clubs’ colour schemes told the tale. 
Chelsea blue shirts, blue-collar work ethic. Real Ma-
drid, by a distance the most famous white strip in 
the history of football, white-collar “bosses” who like 
things to happen the way they want to happen -- not 
necessarily the way that the actual workers see it.

The only trouble, as whenever blue-collar workers 
of the world have united in ferocity and passion, is 
once you’ve got the executives, the ruling class, on the 
run -- once you’ve got them divided, doubting them-
selves and flustered at the ancien regime being dis-
turbed -- you must irrevocably seize power, or usually 
regret it.

And blue-collar Chelsea should, frankly, already be 
one and a half strides into the Istanbul final. 

Before anyone who supports Thomas Tuchel’s club 
splutters and exclaims in indignation that I’ve cat-
egorised them as the sleeves-rolled-up, hard-working 
team in this first part of the Champions League semi-
final, they should know it comes with not one shred of 
disrespect.

Not for the first time the aggressive, often mercu-
rial German, who could do a passible Niles Crane of 
Frasier fame impersonation, understood precisely 
what Real Madrid hate, what will get right under their 
skin, and his record against Los Blancos (specifically 
Zinedine Zidane’s teams) is notable.

This is the first time Tuchel has schemed against 
a Zidane XI in a knockout tie. But the previous four 
matches, two in charge of Borussia Dortmund and two 
as head coach of Paris Saint-Germain, had direct simi-
larities to this, his fifth match without defeat against 
the emperors of Europe.

What stood out was the fact that Chelsea were crys-
tal clear about their game plan, they were crystal clear 
about what damage it would do to Real Madrid and 
they had total confidence that they could bully the ex-
ceptional, but ageing, Spanish champions.

Some examples were the way in which, across the 
contest, Mason Mount, N’Golo Kante, goal scorer 
Christian Pulisic and Chelsea’s various wing-backs 
squeezed the daylights out of increasingly indignant, 
exasperated and, ultimately, passive world greats such 
as Luka Modric, Toni Kroos and Casemiro.

Because Zidane opted for a 3-5-2 formation, the 
strategies, on paper, were like for like. But that doesn’t 
always mean that the teams will play man for man. 
Chelsea, however, did. In fact it’s always the litmus test 
for a special performance, especially against a nomi-
nally “greater” rival that you seem to have more play-
ers on the pitch than them.

It’s an optical illusion, I’m pretty sure, but there 
were long spells, particularly in the first half, when 
Tuchel seemed to have 14 or 15 guys on the sodden 
Valdebebas playing surface in Madrid. And it might ex-
plain how utterly shocking Madrid were, initially, if it 
transpires that they were wasting time trying to count 
Chelsea’s players instead of marking them and instead 
of passing past them instead of directly to them.

The beneficiary was United States men’s superstar 
Pulisic. He’d done enough of the harrying, scurrying 
and pressing to earn a reward, but the way that he in-
vented the first goal was simply gorgeous.

If you’ve been watching Real Madrid’s European 
progress this season, you’ll see the bitter irony in how 
they conceded.

Back in the quarterfinals when Liverpool came visit-
ing and it was champion vs. champion, Jurgen Klopp’s 
team was exhausted, slow to press and Kroos quarter-
backed Madrid to victory. Liverpool simply couldn’t 
press him properly and his pass-making was the de-
termining factor.

In this game, it was a mirror image. Casemiro, of all 
people, who utterly loves snarling and breathing fire 
in the face of his opponents, just watched passively as 
Antonio Rudiger looked up and assessed his ability to 
make a 40-metre pass without it being of the Hail Mary 
variety.

The Germany defender backed himself, and quite 
rightly.

Pulisic was making a lovely “bent” run, which means 
he starts deeper than a traditional striker who risks the 
offside line by playing on the shoulder of his defender.

Via the shaped trajectory of his run the Hershey, 
Pennsylvania-born young man arrived right into the 
path of Rudiger’s perfect pass -- and onside.

This is when a lovely series of events directly af-
fected the fact that Chelsea took a deserved lead and 
scored an away goal which may yet win them a place 
in the final.

Pulisic’s control, honed on the Dortmund Brackel 
Training Ground, didn’t fail him. The defensive in-
stincts of Nacho and Eder Militao did, however.

The 22-year-old American faced up to the two of 
them plus Thibaut Courtois, who’d already broken a 
Chelsea heart or two (more later) and the daft deci-
sions Madrid’s two defenders made will live with them 
a long time -- particularly if they fail in London.

Both the Spaniard and the Brazilian decided to run 
away from Pulisic and occupy space on the goal line. 
This left Courtois, all 6-foot-4 of him, trying to jockey 
with the young American, a joust that Pulisic was go-
ing to win all night.

When Chelsea’s No. 10 did his soft-shoe shuffle away 
from Courtois he was left shooting fish in a barrel, 
smashed his effort between the two statuesque de-
fenders on the line and his goal was reward for tech-
nique, timing, brains and lovely self-confidence.

The harsh fact was, and this relates back to the idea 
of the workers letting the executives off the hook, that 
this should have been Chelsea’s 2-0 goal.

Just a little earlier, Mount had skipped and frolicked 
past Militao in midfield as if he wasn’t actually there 
and the result was that Pulisic, again free between 
Marcelo and Nacho, made a superb choice and cush-
ioned a perfect header back into the path of Timo 

performance, huffing and puffing and utterly detest-
ing the fact that, unlike domestically, they didn’t have 
a moment to breath or think, made their equaliser 
shimmer and shine like a regal diamond.

Chelsea, when Real Madrid won their corner just 
before the half hour, dozed off for nine or 10 seconds. 
That, in itself, is a huge warning for next week. Do not, 
repeat after me a thousand times, give a technically su-
perior and vastly experienced rival you think is on the 
canvas, any respite whatsoever.

They did though. Despite ensuring that they were 
touch-tight in the 6-yard area, Chelsea failed to notice 
that Kroos and Modric were working on a short corner 
routine or that Marcelo had joined them.

Kante sprinted across too late but, by then, the 
change of angle of attack was nice for Marcelo’s sweet 
left foot to pinpoint Casemiro at the back post. His 
nod across goal was helped on by Militao, making part 
amends for his part in Pulisic’s opener, and then crash, 
bang, wallop -- it was Benzema time.

Only the true greats score this goal. Chest control, 
so that the ball’s trajectory was where he could hook 
a boot at it, quicker to think, quicker to react, quicker 
to slash it home amid a cluster of bodies that included 
Andreas Christensen and Thiago Silva.

Edouard Mendy looked more shocked than deject-
ed that his countryman had inflicted something quite 
so outrageous on him during the Chelsea keeper’s in-
augural Champions League semifinal.

Werner.
This isn’t a memo to Tuchel, but 

I’d put forward the idea that, judg-
ing by tonight, it may be worth pay-
ing Pulisic and Olivier Giroud and 
Tammy Abraham some extra daily 
bonus money to stay behind after 
training to teach the German to fin-
ish.

The opportunity from Werner 

was saved exceptionally by Cour-
tois at point-blank range, but while 
Chelsea still defiantly look favour-
ites to reach the final this was the 
kind of miss that you rue for a week 
and then leaves you self-flagellating 
forever if the second leg eliminates 
your team. Just horrible.

The ultra-hard-working Cesar 
Azpilicueta admitted post match: 

“We could have scored more goals. 
We started with courage, we knew 
we had to perform at our best level, 
the semifinal of the Champions 
League demands that.

“We pressed well, recovered the 
ball well, but that last pass or finish 
we lacked. Otherwise, this could 
have been a different result.”

The tarnished nature of Madrid’s 

Chelsea’s Timo Werner was unable to find the the net from close range with the scoreline at 0-0 early on. (Daily Mail)



By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

AZAM FC’s ambition of becoming champions of this season’s Azam 
Sports Federation Cup (ASFC) faces a stern test this afternoon when they 
entertain Polisi Tanzania in a last eight match at Azam Complex in Dar 
es Salaam.

In this season’s Vodacom Premier League, Azam are placed third with 
54 points from 28 games while Polisi Tanzania are placed eighth with 37 
points, having participated in the same number of games.

Today’s game promises to be a tough battle as both, Azam FC and Polisi 
Tanzania, practically cannot win this season’s Premier League silverware.

The ASFC, for that matter, is the only silverware they have realistic 
chances of winning.

Both Azam FC and Polisi Tanzania come into today’s game after win-
ning their previous league matches.

Polisi Tanzania commanded 2-1 win over Mtibwa Sugar, Azm FC 
notched 1-0 victory over Yanga.

Azam FC information officer, Thabit Zakaria, said they are not daunted 
with Polisi Tanzania’s win over Mtibwa Sugar in the Premier League.

He said Azam are well prepared for the encounter, noting the aim is to 
win both ASFC and Premier League top honours.

He stated: “We are competing in ASFC and Premier League, our aim 
is to win both tournaments’ trophies, so we are treating the tomorrow 
(Today) game with utmost care it deserves.’’

‘’Of course it will be a tough game, but our motivation is that we are 
coming from a win against giants Yanga, the win boosted our club’s mo-
rale,’’ he said.

He said Azam FC’s technical panel, headed by Zambian gaffer George 
Lwandamina, has prepared the players technically, mentally and psycho-
logically to avoid complacency.

“It will be a cracker. We will play with the aim of winning so as we can 
reach the semi-finals of ASFC,’’ he said.

Speaking after beating Mtibwa Sugar, Polisi Tanzania’s head coach, Ma-
lale Hamsini, said he is aware of the threat Azam FC poses to his team.

He said they are, nevertheless, ready for the encounter.
He stated: “In our last  game against Mtibwa Sugar, we did not apply 

our tactics, but our next assignment will be more difficult and it will need 
more tactics.’’

‘’Azam are a good side and they will come flat out looking for good re-
sults, we will not sit back but rather attack them and hopefully we will 
register good results,” he said.

Chelsea, Pulisic fail to beat 
Madrid despite guile and class 
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Simba SC now eager to 
cling on to VPL top spot   

Azam FC out to bundle Polisi 
Tanzania out of Federation Cup

Rhino Challengers 
hammer Tembo 
Rangers in Tanzania 
T10 League

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

VODACOM Premier League’s de-
fending champions, Simba SC, say 
they aim at holding on to the top spot 
in the league right up to the end of 
this season.

Simba, on Tuesday, stretched their 
lead at the top of the Premier League 
table to four points following their 3-1 
win over Dodoma Jiji FC at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

The league leaders have now 
amassed 61 points from 25 matches 
while second-placed Yanga have 
notched 57 points from 27 matches.

Simba SC laboured for the win over 
Dodoma Jiji FC as the visitors fought 
from the start to the finish.

The hosts depended on individual 
skills and talent of their players and 
they, ultimately, scored the three 
goals.

Attacker Chris Mugalu scored a 
brace and midfielder Luis Miquis-
sone notched one goal for the hosts 
while the visitors scored through 

Simba SC midfielder, Larry Bwallya (2nd L), races past Dodoma Jiji FC players during a Vodacom Premier League tie, 
which took place in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Patel’s experience, again, came in 
handy, he scored 13 runs which 
significantly boosted the team’s 
quest for the win.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Rhino Challengers cricket team’s senior player, Vishal Patel (R), receives a man of the match prize from 
Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA)’s vice-chairman, Shaheed Dhanani, once the former’s team faced 
Tembo Rangers in a Tanzania T10 League’s tie, which took place in Dar es Salaam yesterday. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF TCA

midfielder Cleophace Mkandala.
After the win, Simba SC’s assis-

tant coach Suleiman Matola said 
he is happy with the performance 
showcased by his charges.

He stated that his outfit aims at 
remaining at the top of the league 
up to the end of the 2020/21 season.

He disclosed: “It was a tough 
game, our opponents played well, 
but I’m happy that we have won 
and we are on top of the league.’’

‘’We are aiming at remaining at 
the summit up to the end of this 
season, I’m sure we can achieve 
that,” he said.

The gaffer also said the win has 
boosted morale in the squad’s 
camp ahead of Azam Sports Fed-
eration Cup (ASFC) last eight fixture 
against Kagera Sugar, whic will take 
place at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium 
on Saturday.

He disclosed the victory is further 
a boost for Simba as they prepare 
for next week’s league encounter 

against their age-old rivals Yanga.
He stated: “The results have 

boosted morale in the team and 
now we are looking forward to our 
next assignments against Kagera 
Sugar in ASFC and Premier League 
against Yanga.’’

Dodoma Jiji FC head coach Mb-
wana Makata said his team played 
well and gave the top flight de-
fending champions a run for their 
money.

“We played well only that we 
missed some of scoring chances, 
we will use today performance to 
build for our next games,” he said.

Simba SC turns out to be favorites 
to win this season’s top flight’s tro-
phy as they have nine games left.

All matches will be played in Dar 
es salaam where they always attract 
a huge, vocal crowd.

Simba SC’s only away match will 
see them face Lindi’s Namungo FC 
in Ruangwa.

By Guardian Reporter

RHINO Challengers’ cricketers 
have bounced back in this season’s 
Tanzania T10 League, command-
ing an eight-wicket victory over 
Tembo Rangers at Leaders Club’s 
venue in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Senior player, Vishal Patel, put 
man of the match displays for the 
eventual winners and helped them 
post a second victory in the compe-
tition.

Tembo Rangers had the chance 
to start batting in the tie, register-
ing 77 runs for the loss of five wick-
ets in 10 overs.

Senior all-rounder, Issa Kikasi, 
deployed at number four, show-
cased scintillating showing during 
the innings, ending with 29 runs 
which consisted of three fours.  

He saw to it his side had a re-
spectable score once their innings 
came to a close.

Opening batsman, Ankit Baghel, 
notched 19 runs which consisted 
of two fours and a sixer, Gourav 
Choudhary chipped in with 15 runs 
not out, which consisted of a four 
and a six.

Rhino Challengers’ Patel had an 
impressive bowling spell, given he 
took two wickets and gave away 
seven runs in two overs.

His bowling showing was instru-
mental in his team’s efforts to see 
to it that Tembo Rangers end their 
innings with a manageable total.

Needing 78 runs to emerge vic-
torious, Rhino Challengers batted 
zealously, recording 78 runs for the 
loss of two wickets in 8.2 overs to 
notch the victory.

Patel’s experience, again, came 
in handy, he scored 13 runs which 
significantly boosted the team’s 
quest for the win.

Sanjay Bom, ultimately, dis-
played the best performance with 
bat in the side, notching 27 runs.

Skipper Arshaan Jasani was 
equally impressive, nailing 25 runs 
not out, which gave them the much 
needed boost.

Chui Riders trounced Twiga Mas-
ters by seven wickets in the day’s 
second clash, which took place at 
the same venue.

The 10-over formatted show-
down, organized by Tanzania 
Cricket Association (TCA), is ex-
pected to climax on May 4.

The TCA information officer, Atif 
Salim, stated six teams, namely 
Rhino Challengers, Buffalo Gladia-
tors, Tembo Rangers, Chui Riders, 
Simba Heroes and Twiga Masters 
will participate in the showpiece.

The clubs are made up of com-
petent players who also take part 
in various club tournaments that 
are regularly taking place at the do-
mestic level.

He noted the showpiece is or-
ganized in memory of Tanzania’s 
fifth term President, the late John 
Pombe Magufuli, with all encoun-
ters taking place at Leaders Club’s 
venue.

The Tanzania T10 League’s spon-
sors, Salim stated, are G1 Security 
Group Limited, KFC, Sayona Drinks 
Ltd, Pepsi and Hitech Sai Health 
Care Centre.
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