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By Correspondent Felix Andrew

THE government has 
retaliated to provide 
free certification 
services for three years for the Small and Medium Entrepreneurs (SMEs) who have been granted with a mark of quality license under special programme.

This was said over the weekend in Dar es Salaam, by the Director General of Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS), Dr Athuman Ngenya, during a ceremony to grant license, tested products, system certification and license extension of 96 manufacturers including 27 SMEs.
Ngenya said the decision was taken to support SMEs so that they become big business men who can help in 

industrialization drive initiated by the government few years ago.
“All SMEs who have got their licenses today and other through a programme established by Small Industries Development Organization (SIDO) will receive free certification services for three years, he said.

Dr Ngenya, informed stakeholders on opportunities that are available after met standards requirements during production.
He said the organization certify quality of their products for three years without any payment to enable them access local and foreign market.

He noted the government has established the programme to enable SMEs to produce quality goods and expand market of their products.

He urged SMEs and other interested persons to make use of the opportunity especially during this time when the government has been insisting on industrial economy.
“TBS as facilitating institu-tion it helps SMEs to certify their goods free of charge, it is better they do that in order to avoid unnecessary block to ac-cess local and abroad markets”, said Dr Ngenya.

He said once they certify their goods it would help to produce sustainable products which would be sold any where including Zonal markets such as SADC.
Dr Ngenya explained that TBS aimed at supporting trad-ers to conduct their activities for benefits of Tanzania, with-out interfering legal affairs.

He also informed manufac-turers on the changes of finan-

cial services act of 2019 which has added roles of TBS .The added roles are that of food safety and cosmetics which was earlier conducted by the former TFDA.
Speaking Awumsuri Mongi whose company Vision Control & Superintendence Limited was granted with System Certif-icate, thanked the TBS for their cooperation.

“It has taken us a year to get this certificate, it would in-crease trust to our clients and enable us to conduct our busi-ness with required standards, “he said.
A manufacturer identified as Salem Kaman urged the bureau to conduct extensive education on its functions.

He said many entrepreneurs do not have enough informa-tion regarding functions of the certification agencies.

“Most of us feared costs involved in obtaining qual-ity mark license, we do not un-derstand it is provided free of charge by TBS, we urge you to continue educating us on your roles, “he said.
He urged officials from TBS to help them in order to reach different markets.

“I urge you to abandon bureaucracy, we need you to serve us for a short time, he said. 
The government embarked on harmonization of the roles played by regulatory bodies aimed at addressing the challenges impeding business in the country.

Tanzania’s parliament has approved Finance Bill of 2019 which will see harmonization of regulatory bodies’ roles which were overlapping or more less the same.
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AMCOS in  Kigoma Region appeal for loans to boost oil palm production

 NAIROBI

WOMEN are contributing more in households due to increased exposure to economic empowerment, cushioning their families from financial hardships.The findings, in the latest report by a UN agency, indicates women globally are increasingly gaining access to resources earned through income, social protection and asset ownership.
The report by UN Women dubbed Pro-gress of the World’s Women 2019-2020 says this has triggered some shifts in the balance of power in homes, giving women greater economic security and weight in decision-making processes.

The report says the increased economic might by women is also helping them cushion their families from financial hard-ship.
However, the report observes that de-spite this progress, married women still contribute less in support of family duties.“Even in developed countries where women’s gains have been more sweeping and sustained, those who live with a male partner still generally contribute less than half of the family income and accumulate an even smaller share of its wealth,” reads the report.

‘Motherhood penalties’ in the form of reduced employment rates and a pay-gap between women with and without chil-dren are a persistent problem.

Further, single mothers who lack in-come protection from a second earner, for example, face a much higher risk of pov-erty compared to two-parent families.The report, however, also recognises that while overall women’s access to eco-nomic resources has improved, the dis-tribution of unpaid care work remains largely unequal.
Compared to men, women do three times as much unpaid care and domestic work within families, with particularly stark inequalities in developing-country contexts, where access to time-saving in-frastructure and public services is more limited.

On family size, the report notes that more women are voicing their concerns in reproductive matters such as childbear-ing.
“Women are exercising greater agency and voice in decisions regarding whether and when to have children, and how many. In practical terms, smaller families can be less costly to maintain, and women’s care and domestic work burden within them may be smaller.”

The findings reveal that in some regions couples may be limiting the number of children they have in response to eco-nomic conditions that make childrearing financially challenging or because in the absence of quality long-term care services, they also have older parents to care for.Women, the report says, may also be 

choosing to have fewer children because men still do not do their fair share of un-paid care and domestic work.
All over the world, birth rates are declin-ing, the report notes, although the pace of change varies across regions.

In the past three decades, significant changes have occurred in whether, when and with whom women and men form in-timate partnerships.
Delaying marriage, the report observes, has enabled women to complete their education, gain a stronger foothold in the labour market and support themselves fi-nancially.

Cohabitation has also been on the rise with some regions registering an increas-ing number of women opting out of mar-riage altogether.
“These decisions can arise out of neces-sity as much as choice when the cost of setting up a family for some couples is too high. It can also reflect women’s growing reluctance to enter into partnerships in which they are expected to take on a sub-ordinate role,” the report says.

Rising divorce rates, the report notes, has been one of the most visible features of family change in most regions since the 1980s. The liberalisation of divorce laws in some developed countries has led to lower rates of suicide by women, a lower incidence of reported domestic violence and fewer instances of women being mur-dered by their spouses.

More women now cushioning families from financial hardships

By Guardian Correspondent, Kigoma

A COALITION of 13 Agricultural Marketing Cooperative Societies (AM-COS) in Kigoma Region have asked the government to help them get loans from financial institutions to enable them engage in cultivation of the oil palm at large scale.
The request came after the AMCOS failed to secure loans from the Tanza-nia Agricultural Development Bank (TADB) despite fulfilling the required conditions including opening ac-counts and depositing money. 

Speaking over the weekend here, AMMCOS chairman Hussein Ally said when the Prime Minister Kassim Ma-jaliwa visited the region last year to promote palm farming he wanted the AMCOS to unite with the farmers and asked the Bank to give them a loan to run their activities but so far no loan was disbursed.
“One of the conditions requested by TADB was to open an account and deposit the money as collateral and we contributed and deposited 10 per cent of the loan we requested, but so far nothing has been done” said Ally.Another challenge, Ally said that 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

SUCCESS

  By Guardian Correspondent, Lindi

LINDI Region has exceeded the target of collecting 4.774bn/- from land tax, plots and farms sales in 2018/19 financial year.
This was stated by the Regional Ex-ecutive Secretary, Rehema Madenge as she presented the revenue collec-tion report for the 2018/19 to Deputy Minister for Ministry of Lands, Hous-ing and Human Settlement Develop-ment, Angeline Mabula, during her visit to the region.

Madenge whose speech was read by Majid Myao, the regional economist said the revenue collections came from Lindi Municipal, Kilwa and Nachingwea councils that exceeded the set targets. 
She said during the period, the region was set to collect 2.870bn/- but for the period from July 2018 to June 2019, it was able to collect 4.7bn/- which is equivalent to 166 per cent, while the Ruangwa, Liwale Lindi and Mtama fails to meet the target.

She further noted that Lindi Municipality lead by collecting 2.982bn/- equivalent to 189 per cent, 

while the target was collecting 1.580/-, followed by Kilwa which collected 1bn/-.
 Nachingwea was set to collect 1bn/- but afforded minimum of 181m/- equivalent to 181 per cent, Liwale collected 95.36m/- when they were supposed to collect 100m/-.

Speaking of land disputes, the Deputy Minister in the ministry of lands, Lands, Housing and Human Settlement Development, Angeline Mabula,  said already the region has formed a regional committees to hear and resolve disputes and grievances and compensation claims.
Mabula has called on all councils in the country to make sure that they pay the Central Government taxes.She said council leads in evasion of central government taxes, despite being owners of various revenue sources, they have had problems with taxation from central government, while citing some of those sources including markets and bus stops. “They all collect taxes but they have been difficult to submit to the central government its taxes”, said Mabula.   

UN report says women globally are increasingly gaining access to resources earned through income, social protection and asset 

ownership. File photo.

 NAIROBI

KENYA Commercial Bank KCB Group has made a Sh5 billion capital injection into National Bank of Kenya (NBK), representing the largest such recapitalisation in Kenya’s banking history.
The fresh funding for the newly-acquired subsidiary is expected to improve the liquidity of the struggling lender and allow it to mobilise deposits and extend more loans. The money will also shore up NBK’s hitherto inadequate capitalisation and fund its growth during the 

first two years when it will operate independently before merging with the country’s biggest bank by assets.Last year, NBK’s capital slipped below the statutory 1 billion/- and remained so throughout quarter three of 2019 but the bank will now be compliant with central bank regulations after the injection of the new money.
Previous large industry deals have involved purchases of stakes with the most notable one being the recent 5.1 billion/- Africinvest and Catalyst Principal Partners’ payment for a 24 percent stake in Prime Bank. 

ASSISTANCE

was the availability of the improved oil palm seeds, which is known as 
Responding to the challenge of seed shortage, Director General of the Tanzania 

Agricultural Research Institute (TARI), Dr. Goefrey Mkamilo, praised the AMCOS in re-sponse to the Prime Minister’s directive and that farmers from the AMCOS will be given 

free seedlings since they are well-developed at the institute.
Dr Mkamilo, who is also the Country Coordinator for oil palm crop said the farmers would be giv-en free seedlings that were already produced in the local Councils and from military forces camps were are produced. 

He said the first strategy set was to produce improved seeds that were to be given for free to farmers. “The government’s intention  is to increase production of the crop hence meet the country’s edible oil demands.”
Agriculture Officer in Kigoma Re-gional Secretariat, Joseph Rubuye, said that the order to disburse oil palm seedlings for free has been issued to all councils and urged farmers not to worry about their availability.

Kigoma Regional Administra-tive Secretary, Rashid Mchatta, in response to the loan crisis, said he would call on AMCOS leaders and the bank to resolve the problem and link them with other financial institutions.

KCB pumps 5bn/- capital into National Bank
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By Guardian Reporter, Mbeya

HEADMASTERS of secondary schools 
and Ward Education Officers in Mbeya 
City have made contributions of teaching 
materials to enable a stalled high-profile 
government school to open this month.

During his visit here in April last year, 
President John Magufuli contributed 
10m/- to enable completion of Mwansekwa 
secondary school which was scheduled to 
admit form one students at the start of this 
year, catering for pupils from Mwansekwa 
Ward and nearby areas.

However, after the completion of 
construction, thanks to the president’s 
contribution and teachers posted, the 
institution could not open its classrooms 
to new learners. There were no teaching 
materials including books for all subjects, 
laboratory apparatus, some office 
furniture as well as stationery or cleaning 
materials, among others.

Some 62 pupils were already posted 
to the school to start form one this 
month but there was no way they could 
start learning due to the shortcomings, 
compelling education administrators to 

swing into action lest the target is missed.
Speaking during the handover of the 

materials to the school leadership at the 
weekend, Mbeya City Education Officer 
(Secondary) Felix Danda said the value of 
the materials contributed is over 10m/-.

“Parents had already contributed and 
enabled the construction of classrooms so 
we found it not wise to go back to them 
again for another round of contributions. 
That is why we decided that teachers 
should fill the gap,” he said.

Now that the challenge has been solved, 
an appeal was issued to parents to ensure 
that all pupils who were selected to join 
the school do so immediately without fail.

“Even if they (pupils) have no uniform 
yet, let them report. We will give parents 
time to buy them uniforms,” he said.

The flexibility is meant to compensate 
for the delay in the start of learning as 
some parents may not have been sure that 
the challenges would be overcome and 
learning start.

City Mayor Rev David Mwashilindi 

By Guardian Reporter 

PRESIDENT John Magufuli has expressed 
his dissatisfaction over Forms IV and VI 

national examination results for Zanzibar, 
saying many Isles schools appear last on the 
performance list.

Speaking on Saturday during the laying 

of a cornerstone for the construction of 
Mwanakwerekwe Secondary School in Zanzibar 
City, President Magufuli called upon teachers to 

Needed teaching 
materials rushed 
to stalled school 
aided by JPM We will work to 

protect and nurture 
our unique union for 
Tanzania to continue 
being a peace hub with 
prevailing tranquility. 
The government will 
take measures against 
anyone attempting to 
instigate chaos
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Litoa villagers receive CCROs

JPM dismayed by exam 
results for Isles schools

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein 
has vowed do all in his powers to protect the 
union and peace for the prosperity of both the 
Isles and the Mainland.

To that end, he has promised to work closely 
with the President of the United Republic Dr 
John Magufuli in enhancing democracy in 
accordance with the country’s constitution. 

In his address yesterday at the Amaan 
Stadium to commemorate the 56th anniversary 
of the Zanzibar Revolution and ousting of the 
Sultan of Zanzibar and his Arab-dominated 
government on January 12, 1964 Dr Shein 
insisted that protecting the Union was vital in 
ensuring the country’s peace.

The celebrations were attended by a number 
of top government officials including Vice 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan, Prime Minister 
Kassim Majaliwa, former presidents Ali Hassan 
Mwinyi, Benjamin Mkapa, Jakaya Kikwete and 
Amani Abeid Karume. Retired prime ministers 
in attendance were Edward Lowassa, Frederick 
Sumaye and Mizengo Pinda.

 

“We will work to protect and nurture our 
unique union for Tanzania to continue being 
a peace hub with prevailing tranquility. The 
government will take measures against anyone 
attempting to instigate chaos,” he said.

 The president highlighted the many 
successes recorded by his government in 
health, education, economic and infrastructure 
sectors. He said following increased revenue 
collections as well as enhanced economic 
growth, the government is considering 
reviewing salaries for public servants in the 
Isles.

The Zanzibar government increased 
monthly pension to retirees from 25,000/- in 
2017 to 90,000/- last year, he pointed out.

Zanzibar recorded an economic growth rate 
of 7.1 percent in 2018 compared to 4.3 percent 
in 2010, while the gross domestic product 
(GDP) reached 2,874bn/- in 2018 from 1,768bn/- 
back in 2010, he further noted.

Per capita income increased from 942,000/- 
(US $ 675) in 2010 to 2,323,000/- (US $ 1,260) 
in 2018, he said, noting that inflation decreased 
from 14.7 percent in 2011 to 3.9 percent in 2018.

A total of 304 development projects worth 

Zanzibar President Dr. Ali Mohamed Shein waves to the audience attending ceremonies to mark the 56th anniversary of the Zanzibar Revolution 
at Amaan Stadium yesterday. Photo: State House

The Ward Education 
Officer should 
ensure that all pupils 
posted to the school 
report. As there are 
no contributions, 
we don’t expect any 
excuse from a parent 

Prosperity, peace not 
separable - Dr Shein 
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The Zanzibar 
government increased 
monthly pension to 
retirees from 25,000/- 
in 2017 to 90,000/- last 
year, he pointed out 

Mzumbe University students listen to CRDB Plc Human Resources director Siaphoro Kishindo at the alumni symposium on personal and 
professional development and how to use their education to face challenges in the labour market, held in Morogoro over the weekend. Photo: 
Guardian Correspondent
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US $ 3.42 million were implemented 
between 2010 and 2018, creating 
16,866 jobs.

In the education sector, Zanzibar 
had 299 primary schools with 226,812 
pupils in 2010 but the number has 
increased to 381 schools in 2019 
with 290,510 pupils. The number of 
secondary schools increased to 284 
last year with 130,713 students while 
in 2010 there were only 105 secondary 
schools with 80,208 students.

The health sector budget has 
been increased to 104.24bn/- in the 
2019/2020 financial year compared 
to 10.81bn/- allocated in the 2010/2011 
fiscal year, he pointed out.

 “The government has also educated 
more doctors as currently one 

doctor treats 6,276 patients annually 
compared to one doctor for 31,838 in 
2010,” he stated.

Dr Shein urged Tanzanians on both 
sides of the Union to register for the 
coming general elections, insisting 
the voting exercise was important for 
citizens to practice their constitutional 
rights of electing leaders.

He said the National Electoral 
Commission (NEC) and the Zanzibar 
Electoral Commission (ZEC) have 
started improving the permanent 
voter register and will later announce 
the date for general elections. 

“It is the right of citizens to choose 
their preferred leaders. You should 
all register for elections as we wait for 
electoral bodies to announce the date,” 
he emphasized.

work hard to ensure better pass marks 
for students.

“I will say this even though some 
may not be happy… it’s shameful to see 
Zanzibar schools hold last positions in 
national examinations,” he affirmed.  

President Magufuli told the 
contractors of the school project – CRJ 
Contractors to complete the work in 
time, as per the contract agreement 
signed in March last year and should 
not come up with unnecessary excuses.

He said he does not accept 
explanations from the Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Education 
and Vocational Training that the work 
was delayed due to long recent rains as 
well as shortage of sand. 

He said: “I am not subscribing to 
that excuse of rains because in Europe 
there are rains daily but still they build 
tall buildings all the time.”

He said the money for the 
construction of the schools was 
provided by the World Bank as a loan 
and is required to be repaid from 
taxpayers’ money from the people of 
the United Republic of Tanzania.

He said the 1964 Zanzibar Revolution 
spurred achievements in various 
sectors including the education sector, 
as before that education was being 
given discriminately. 

He said the achievements came after 
the government put priority in the 
education sector and offered education 
for free from preparatory schools up to 

secondary level.
He hailed the Zanzibar Government 

for implementing the policy of free 
education as initiated by the first 
president of Zanzibar, the late Abeid 
Amani Karume.

The Minister for Education and 
Vocational training Riziki Pembe 
Juma praised the World Bank for loan 
assistance for the construction of 
schools in the Isles.

The building of the Mwanakwerekwe 
Secondary School was implementation 
by the World Bank of the project to 
raise access to education for students 
in 22 schools.  

On his part the Permanent secretary 
in the ministry Idrissa Muslim Hijja 
said the total value of the entire World 
Bank project is 80bn/-. 

The project’s aim is to develop the 
education sector to enable students 
master the English language and 
science subjects, he said. The schools 
to be built will cater for all categories of 
students including those with special 
needs for the disabled, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

thanked the teachers and education 
officers for contributions that enabled 
the school to open and evaded 

embarrassment that the city council 
would have faced if the school did not 
open this year as intended.

The mayor also appealed to the 
school’s administration to take care 

of the learning materials contributed 
by the teachers, especially the more 
expensive ones such as laboratory 
apparatus so that they benefit future 
learners in the school.

“The Ward Education Officer 
should ensure that all pupils posted 
to the school report. As there are no 
contributions, we don’t expect any 
excuse from a parent,” he declared.
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Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment) George Simbachawene (R) orders Fujian Hexingwang industry owner to close down 
production for one month during his official visit at Kisemvule in Mkuranga district, Coast region over the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Youth marching to commemorate the 56th anniversary of Zanzibar Revolution yesterday. Photo: State House

DUBLIN

IRISH scientists have discovered 
a way to improve treatment for 
tuberculosis.

The disease is an infection caused 
by a bacterium called Mycobacterium 
tuberculosis. Although it is one of the 
oldest known diseases, it remains the 
world’s deadliest infectious disease.

While it is rampant in Africa, 
the growing problem of antibiotic 
resistance is posing a significant threat 
worldwide.

It infects our lung macrophage cells 
and then manipulates them to its 
benefit, creating a safe home for it to 
hide out unperturbed, sometimes for 
years.

Scientists from Trinity University 
in the Irish Republic have discovered 
both how TB puts the brakes on our 
immune systems and how we can kick-
start them back into gear – providing 
hope that improved treatment options 
could soon be on the horizon.

They had been examining how lung 

immune cells fuel aid the fight against 
infection. This work has been at the 
forefront of showing how the simple 
sugar, glucose, is used to promote 
macrophages anti-bacterial activities.

Trinity scientists found that 
persistent infection of these 
macrophages with TB hampers our 
glucose-filled engines.

This in effect shuts down the body’s 
natural response to infection, allowing 
the bacteria to hide undisturbed.

Dr Frederick Sheedy of Trinity 
Chemistry Department explained the 
study also offers some hope for the 
future.

 “We found that when TB-infected 

cells are treated with a key ‘interferon 
gamma protein signal,’ which 
is normally produced following 
vaccination, they will remove this 
microRNA to effectively relieve the 
brake and restore our normal immune 
response.”

Ribonucleic acid (RNA) is a polymeric 
molecule essential in various biological 
roles in coding, decoding, regulation 
and expression of genes. RNA and DNA 
are nucleic acids, and along with lipids, 
proteins and carbohydrates, constitute 
the four major macromolecules 
essential for all known forms of life. 

Dr Sheedy believes the research 
could have major implications for the 

future treatment of TB.
“What is particularly promising from 

a societal impact perspective is that 
as well as increasing our knowledge 
of how TB corrupts our normal 
immune response to infection, our 
identification of the microRNA-21 
means that scientists should be able to 
develop improved immunotherapies 
or vaccine strategies to help in the fight 
against TB infection,” he said.

The research was funded by grants 
from Science Foundation Ireland, 
the Health Research Board, the Royal 
City of Dublin Hospital Trust, the Irish 
Research Council and the National 
Institutes of Health.

Lung cells new target 
in TB treating method

By Guardian Reporter

DEPUTY Minister for Natural 
Resources and Tourism Constantine 
Kanyasu has directed Tanzania Forests 
Services Agency (TFS) to establish 
special centres for selling timber just as 
it was for the centres for   honey.

He said   establishing the centres 
will be an important step for TFS in 
attaining industrial economy – by 
starting selling timber instead of logs.

Speaking yesterday Kanyasu wants 
TFS to start processing timber from 
forests that are under its authority that 
will be reliable income earner.

Apart from the timber selling 
centres, Kanyasu also called on TFS 
to start collecting revenues from  
forest resources     by adding value to 
generate funds for establishing new 
forest farms.

He said by TFS  processing and selling 
timber will help  consumers  to buy 
timber at affordable prices compared 

to timber sold by other traders who 
buy the logs from TFS.

Kanyasu also said the step will assist 
the government to reap big profits by 
selling value added products – timber 
instead of logs.

He said the establishment of the 
timber processing plants will also help 
in the control of unfaithful traders who 
collaborate with forest officials to cut  
trees that are in danger of extinction.

He explained that the decision 
by government to ban cutting and 
transporting hard logs was contributed 
by TFS for not having its own plants for 
processing logs. 

Kanyasu also hailed TFS for 
establishing centres for selling honey 
as of now the society is certain of 
buying good quality honey.

He also directed TFS to speed up the 
process of getting certification from 
the Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
(TBS) so that the honey can be sold at 
international markets.

Establish centres 
for selling timber, 
Kanyasu directs TFS
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By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

ARUSHA Regional Commissioner 
Mrisho Gambo has directed Tanzania 
Roads Agency (TANROADS) in the 
region to refurbish sections of the 
roads that become impassable due to 
heavy rains especially of rivers, and 
valleys along Mto wa Mbu – Loliondo 
road in order to relieve the people of 
travel hardships as they wait for long 
time solutions.

Speaking during the inspection of 
the repairs on the road at different 
sections, he said: 

“These areas are virtually 
impassable during the rains cutting 

all communications to residents of 
Ngorongoro district hence I direct 
TANROADS and other contractors 
to find a permanent solution to the 
challenge.”

He also called upon contractors 
tasked to construct the tarred road in 
the district to complete the work in 
time so that it starts serving the people 
of Loliondo who have never had a 

tarred road for many years.
Ngorongoro District Commissioner 

Rashid Taka thanked the government 
for the decision for the construction 
of the road by using internal funds, 
as the aim is to reduce hardships 
facing wananchi and called upon 
the contractors to work hard on the 
trouble spots.

Arusha Region TANROADS manager 

Eng John Kalupale said already they 
have started surveying all trouble spots 
along the road on valleys and rivers to 
see how they can strengthen them.

Arusha Region CCM chairman 
Zelothe Steven called upon wananchi 
to cooperate with contractors to 
accomplish the project and protect it 
as it was being built out of taxpayers 
money.

Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development deputy dinister Dr Angeline Mabula hands over a customary land document to Dafrosa Komba at a ceremony 
held at Litoa village in Songea rural,   Ruvuma region yesterday. Left is Songea district commissioner Pololeti Mgema. Photo: Correspodent Munir Shenweta

By Guardian Correspondent, Mkuranga

THE Minister in the Vice President’s 
Office (Union and Environment) 
George Simbachawene has closed 
down an iron bar factor dubbed Fujian 
Hexingwang located at Kisemvule 
area in Coast region for violating 
environmental laws and putting 
people’s health at risk.

Speaking during unscheduled 
tour of the area over the weekend, 
minister Simbachawene asked the 
factory to ensure that environmental 
issues especially those threatening the 
wellbeing of human being  and other 
living organisms were addressed.

“NEMC (National Environment 
Management Council) should make 
sure that all the necessary measures 
are taken to make sure that the factory 
reopens after one month. We really 
need  these factories but the safety of 
our people shouldn’t be jeopardised,” 
he said. 

The minister added that the factory 
owners would in addition   pay a fine 
for violating environmental laws which 
require  them to complete all the 
environment safety procedures before 
commissioning.

“I have discovered some peculiar 
things in this industry, for example, 
the product is underway but basic 
infrastructures are not in place, this 
move violates our laws and therefore 
they will be required to pay a fine,” he 
said.

People surrounding the facility have 
hailed the government for the actions 
taken, saying that the factory’s activities 
were putting their health at risk.

“We welcome government decision 

on the matter, this factor was producing 
massive waste that had polluted the 
environment and caused epidemic 
diseases,” said Shaban Athuman.

For his part, another resident of the 
area Daniel Saul  said the residents 
of the area supports government 
objective of building an industrial and 
middle income economy by 2025 but 
added that the implementation of the 
same should go hand in hand with the 
environment conservation and people 
health’s protection.

“We thank government for its 
measure to build industries for 
economic development but those 
violating environmental laws should 
be checked to stop damages to present 
and future generations,” he said.

Simbachawene 
closes down 
iron bar factory 
for one month

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Mwanza

THE National Health 
Insurance (NHIF) has 
unveiled a mobilisation 
campaign on the citizenry 
to join various health 
insurance packages so 
that it becomes easy 
for Tanzanians to get 
treatment without the 
need to pay cash.

Speaking here yesterday 
at the launch of the 
campaign the NHIF board 
chairman Anne Makinda 
said there are many 
hospitals but many people 
fail to get treatment 
because they are not 
insured as new Tanzania 
is for the wananchi to have 
health insurance and in 
many parts of the world 
health insurance is a must. 

She said: “When you 
become ill you get quick 
treatment as you are 
certain to get treatment, 
as becoming ill is not a 
matter of choice or time, 
sometimes you become ill 
when you have no money. 
This is not a political 
campaign hence my call to 
Tanzanians is for them to 
have health insurance.”

She also directed NHIF 
workers to go from house 
to house in the streets and 
business places to educate 
people on the importance 
of health insurance.

NHIF director general 
Bernard Konga said only 
34 per cent of Tanzanians 
are in health insurance 
system and added that 
the aim of the Fund is 
to increase this number 
hence they have started 
mobilizing people to join 
the Fund via its various 
packages.

He said is pursuing 
this objective we have 
put in place various 

plans to ensure people  get 
the opportunity to have 
health insurance through 
various groups such as 
public servants, private 
sector employees, students, 
children under 18 years 
of age, entrepreneurs and 
farmers.

He said the Fund has 
also plans for othe groups 

such as motor cycle riders, 
journalists, and street 
traders. He said the expected 
increase of the members 
will go in tandem with 
registration of treatment 
centres by registering 
more than 7,000 of them 
countrywide so that a 
member gets health services 
wherever he/she may be.

A representative from 
the Mwanza regional 
commissioner Dr Phillis 
Nyimbi and religious leaders 
– Coordinator of Mwanza 
Region Peace Council Dr 
Zenobius Isaya and the 
region’s Chief Sheikh Hassan 
Kabeke have encouraged the 
region’s residents to join the 
health fund.

NHIF unveils mobilisation campaign to woo more members

Arusha RC directs TANROADS to 
repair Mto wa Mbu – Loliondo road

I have discovered 
some peculiar 
things in this 
industry, for 
example, the 
product is 
underway but basic 
infrastructures 
are not in place, 
this move violates 
our laws and 
therefore they will 
be required to pay 
a fine
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NEW YORK

The United Nations is pushing for 
renewed talks between Somalia and 
Somaliland to improve security and 
promote economic growth.

The UN Special Representative of 
the Secretary-General for Somalia, 
Ambassador James Swan visited 
Somaliland’s capital Hargeisa with 
a special message to the country’s 
President Muse Bihi on its (UN) 
support towards initiatives aimed 
at building mutual confidence and 
fostering dialogue between Hargeisa 
and Mogadishu.

“The United Nations welcomes 
initiatives aimed at building mutual 
confidence and fostering dialogue 
between Hargeisa and Mogadishu.

“We believe there are many areas 
in which greater cooperation could 
improve security, promote economic 
growth, and improve the lives of the 
people,” said Swan while addressing 
the media shortly after a meeting with 
the Somaliland President.

Swan said that while the two 
countries remain divided politically, 
there are areas they can work together 
to benefit their people.

“We believe there are many areas 
in which greater cooperation could 
improve security, promote economic 
growth and improve the lives of the 
people,” he said.

Somaliland broke away from Somali 
in 1990 after the eruption of the civil 
war and has since been pushing for 
international recognition and a seat at 
the United Nations. Somalia meanwhile 
maintains Somaliland remains part of 
its regions.

As a result Somaliland, with its own 
democratically elected government, 
with a military and its own currency 
remains unrecognized internationally 
and does not get aid from world 
financial bodies like World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund.

But Swan said the United Nations 

remains a key partner to Somaliland.
“The United Nations maintains a full-

time office in Hargeisa and implements 
a wide range of programmes to benefit 
the people of Somaliland,” Swan said.

Somalia’s small and medium 
companies to benefit from $10 million 
fund

UN special representative to Somalia 
visits Hargeisa, urges for completion of 
all necessary steps for Somaliland to...

Mystery over the death of ISIL 
member Mahad Abdi in Jail

He added that they are committed to 
continuing United Nations engagement 
with Somaliland and their many 
programmes in support of its people.

“With 16 United Nations offices, 
agencies, funds, and programmes active 
in Somaliland, our support covers a 
wide range of governance, security, 
development, and humanitarian 
programmes.

“As examples, the UN’s work includes 
support to primary schools, equipping 
teachers with the skills and materials to 
provide a sound basic education.

“We provide assistance to internally 
displaced people and refugees in 
Somaliland, fleeing conflict elsewhere 
or forced to move by drought.

“ We support the rule of law, policing 
and the justice system. The UN’s work is 
diverse, but the common thread is that 
it aims to make a practical and positive 
difference to the people and public 
services of Somaliland,” said Swan.

Somaliland government meanwhile 
placed some requests to the UN 
representative during the meeting with 
President Bihi.

“We have also asked the 
representative to send a message to 
the UN Secretary-General, that we are 
deeply concerned about the benefits, 
resources and contributions from 
the international community and the 
United Nations, in terms of building 
infrastructure, job creation and the 
country’s needs for education, health 
and water.

By Michael Davies 

Loss of valuable development 
funds occurs because too much of the 
national scarce resources are being 
used in a way that is not effective and at 
worse not necessary.

I want to express my thoughts to 
powers that be in the country for the 
simple reason that wasting valuable 
public resources by a government 
system that is already on its knees needs 
serious attention if The Gambia wants 
to achieve its national development 
objectives,reduce national stress and 

build a healthier and stable economy.
Recently, I was privileged to 

participate in a civil society forum to 
which several government experts 
were also invited to deliberate on the 
management of public finances. There 
was this young man who claims to 
belong to a group I will refer to here 
as,”national budget architects” for the 
past thirteen years. He gave a vivid 
description of how the budget lines are 
drawn, citing funds for development 
and emoluments.

“Emolument is a no-go area” he 
said, advancing that the government 

conducts virement of funds from 
development component of the budget 
to pay for emoluments component 
each time there is budgetary shortage. 
He insisted that public servants had to 
be paid. That is correct you-work-you-
get-paid as the saying goes and you go 
home to take care of your family with 
your earnings (emphasis mine).

I was befouled by such expression 
that I took for meaning that personal 
emoluments have precedent over 
development and that individual well-

JUBBA

Police in Aswa region have rescued a Ugandan national 
who was kidnapped  last Monday in South Sudan.

Information obtained by police indicate that Issa Likambo 
Aziz illegally entered South Sudan capital, Juba on January 
6, 2020 through Elegu international border post to smuggle 
cigarettes and was kidnapped by unknown assailants who 
detained him for three days.

Likambo’s kidnap was reported by his wife, Ms Rahima 
Ariye whom the kidnappers had called for a ransom of 
50,000 Sudanese Pound, an equivalent of Shs4 million.

  Likambo, a resident of Lorikowo West Village in Elegu 
Town Council, Atiak Sub County in Amuru District was 
allegedly accompanied by some accomplices that police are 
yet identify.

 Patrick Jimmy Okema, the Aswa River Region Police 
spokesperson said that upon receiving the report of the 
victim’s sudden disappearance, they liaised with their South 
Sudanese counterparts who traced Likambo’s whereabouts 
consequently leading to his unconditional release on 
Thursday.

“We commenced a fresh investigations under case file SD 
ref. 41/06/01/2020 to ascertain what exactly Likambo and his 
accomplices who are still at large had gone to do in South 
Sudan,” he said.

Meanwhile, the U.S. government has imposed sanctions on 
South Sudan’s First Vice President Taban Deng Gai, accusing 
him of serious human rights abuses and trying to derail the 
country’s peace process.

In a statement Wednesday, the Treasury Department’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) said Deng has 
worked to divide and sow distrust in the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement in Opposition (SPLM-IO), the rival 
group to President Salva Kiir’s party.  It says his actions have 
extended the conflict in South Sudan and hurt peace and 
reconciliation efforts after a five-year civil war.

It says he also reportedly arranged and directed the killings 
of human rights lawyer Samuel Dong Luak and SPLM-IO 
member Aggrey Idry, in an effort to solidify his position in 
Kiir’s government and to intimidate members of the SPLM-
IO.

“Taban Deng Gai’s attempt to silence the opposition 
party is derailing the country’s ability to implement a peace 
agreement,” Deputy Secretary Justin Muzinich said in the 
statement. “The United States calls on all nations to exclude 
from the international financial system those who jeopardize 
South Sudan’s future.”

Last month, the Treasury imposed sanctions on five other 
South Sudanese officials also thought to be involved in the 
disappearance and deaths of Dong and Aggrey.

being is greater than the collective 
wellness of the nation. Not only 
that but I was inclined by my own 
calculations to understand the motives 
that motivate public servants to keep 
doing virement here and there each 
time to avert budgetary shortages.

Yes, it is a scandal. I could not figure 
out the head or tail because I could 
not understand how group of experts 
should fail year-after-year-after-year to 
effectively let ends meet and ensure 
proper disbursement of public funds 
as it was designed, approved but when 
it comes to implementation, trouble 
starts. I am still wondering.

Then I awoke one morning to realize 
that, there is something fundamentally 
wrong with the manner in which the 
public sector disburses and uses funds 
in the course of implementing fiscal 
policies.

Was the budget not properly 
planned, properly managed and/or 
properly implemented or “maa tey” 
syndrome is in control.

The other day, a local newspaper 
carried an advert calling for vendors 
to supply foodstuff to the Office of the 
President. The amount to spend was in 
excess of 11 million dalasi, just to feed 
the President. The advert referred to, 
started to make rounds on social media 
and of course it was talk of town.

I quickly found out that the office of 
the President has employed over 129 
house cleaners and that all of these 
employees are fed breakfast, lunch 
and provided with transportation 
in addition to their monthly 
emoluments.

Eleven million dalasi is spent feeding 
over 129 employees in addition to 
their pay and other benefits, brings 
to question: how much in total is 
the whole government machinery 
unnecessarily spending annually on 
feeding staff that are on the pay roll.

The Government agencies annual 
expenditure for purchases of “ndewoo” 
is definitely on-the-high-side.From 
ethical perspective something is wrong.
This type of phenomenon that hire 
services, pay monthly emoluments, 

provide befitting privileges then ignore 
ethics and provide extra free meals 
daily is not morally good.

Mind you this is happening in The 
Gambia public service and not schools. 
I am referring to adults gainfully 
employed and being fed like school 
children.

The Gambia populace want to 
experience a new year free from 
extravagancy. Not effective and not 
necessary government spending at 
the expense of development is putting 
stress on the national development 
agenda. Period.

So is it not time for the government 
of President Adama Barrow to call 
a convergence of top economist 
(plus anti corruption campaigners as 
observers), in the country to conduct 
simple arithmetic to access the cost 
of providing free meals to public 
servants who are supposed to be on 
salary, wages, privileges, per diem, soft 
loans, and many more benefits and are 
permitted by the Head of the Gambia 
Civil Service to improperly over stretch 
the “national fiscalcircuit”.

UN pushing for renewed talks 
between Somalia and Somaliland

Police rescue Ugandan 
kidnapped in S. Sudan

Risk to national fiscal policies

Some petty traders from Sanya Juu market in Siha district,   Kilimanjaro region listen to a 
coordinator of anti violence  campaign against children from Kwieco civil society, Peter Mashingia 
(not in picture)   over the weekend. Photo: Godfrey Mushi

Msia river bridge connecting people of Songwe region, Rukwa region and Katavi has been washed away by floodwater   
as captured over the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu, Morogoro

DESPITE the government’s directive 
that require all selected students to 
join the school on time, Parakuyo 
secondary school administration in 
Kilosa, Morogoro region has said only 
eleven students out of 119 selected 
to join Form One at the school have 
reported.

Speaking to the Guardian over 
the weekend, the   second master 
of the school which was established 
in 2007 said  it serves among other 
communities, the pastoralists.   Bahati 
Ramadhani has appealed to the 
parents and guardians whose children 
have been selected to join the school to 
do so before it is too late.

He said that it is discouraging to 
see that the 5th phase government 
of President John Magufuli uses a lot 

of resources to provide  free primary 
and secondary education but there 
are still some parents and guardians 
who refuse to honour the opportunity 
by refusing to take their children to 
school.

“We as teachers we can attest 
that the students from pastoralists 
communities are very intelligent when 
at school but the problem is that many 
of them have low awareness and they 
are affected by traditional norms and 
customs,” he said.

Commenting on academic 
performance, the second mater said 
that the school teachers have improved 
the performance. Citing an example 

he said in 2018, 46 students sat for 
the National Examinations Council of 
Tanzania (NECTA) where 82 per cent of 
the students passed their examination. 
In 2019, 48 students who sat for the 
National Examinations Council of 
Tanzania (NECTA), 26 passed their 
examination which is equivalent to 54 
per cent.

However, despite the academic 
achievements, the second Master said 
that the school faced many challenges. 
Forexample, the school has shortage of 
teachers and non teacher staff.

“The school has shortage of science 
teachers specifically there is no physics 
teachers. The school has no other non 

teachers staff such as security guards 
and cook ,” he explained.

He also equated the government 
to building the school fence saying 
absence of the fence is causing some 
Maasai Moran warriors sneak in the 
girls dormitory for the purpose of 
doing sex. Also absence of the fence has 
attracted cattle to roam around in the 
school compound especially during 
school hours and in the dormitories in 
search for food remains.   

“We have also the problem of 
shortage of water. We have no water 
well. So, when the tape water gone dry, 
we can stay up to one week without 
water. So, when this happen, teachers 

usually take the students to the nearby 
rivers to wash their bodies,” he said.

He further explained that the school 
has shortage of school classrooms and 
toilets. The toilets are full and always 
flooded with filth materials such as 
faeces.  

“The school girls suffer a lot during 
menstruation circles because they 
have nowhere to dispose their pads, he 
added.          

The school head girl Betha Kinyala 
and Steto Oloishuro admitted that the 
students are learning in a very difficult 
condition, requesting the government 
to renovate the school and ensure 
adequate teachers, learning and 

teaching facilities.
Contacted for comments, Morogoro 

regional Commissioner Loata Sanare 
directed all the parents to make sure 
that they take their children to school 
or else face stern measures. 

He also directed the village and ward 
executive officers to get the names of 
the students who have not reported to 
school and ensure that they report.  

“I thank for this information. I am 
planning to visit the school on 16th of 
this month. I direct all parents to take 
their children to school or face the arm 
of law,” he said.   

 He instructed the Morogoro regional 
Education officer and Morogoro 
regional Medical Officer to make sure 
that they also visit the school to assess 
the magnitude of the problems facing 
students and see how they could help 
to address them.    

By Guardian Reporter Zanzibar 

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Mohamed 
Shein has pardoned 19 inmates who 
were serving   in the Isles’ correctional 
facilities (prisons) in both Zanzibar and 
Pemba as a gesture to mark 56 years of 
Zanzibar Revolution.

A statement issues by the secretary 
of the Revolutionary Council who 
doubles as Chief Secretary Dr 
Abdulhamid Yahya Mzee said from 
the powers conferred to the Zanzibar 
President under Section 59 of the 1984 
Zanzibar Constitution, President Dr 
Ali Mohamed Shein has ordered the 
pardon in respect of the remaining 
jail term for the inmates who have 
benefited by the pardon, and who are 
still in correctional facilities in Zanzibar 
and Pemba and are to be freed as from 
December 11, 2020.

Those who benefitted from the 
pardon for Zanzibar are Salum Kombo 
Juma, Rashid Abdalla Salum, Shaame 

Mussa Suleiman, Rajab Juma Suleiman, 
Mwinyi Abdalla Rajab, Faki Ramadhan 
Juma, Abdalla Said Khamis, Omar 
Khalfan Said, Abdulbaki Abdulaziz 
Muhammad, Mwinyi Maulid Haji, Said 
Ali Seif and Abdalla Ame Khamis.

Those from Pemba include Fauzi 
Abdalla Said, Is-haka Saleh Ali, Hashim 
Mohamed Khamis, Ussi Juma Khamis, 
Juma Salum Mohamed, Mohamed 
Khamis Ali and Maulid Abdalla Seif.

The pardon that is given every 
year during the Zanzibar Revolution 
celebrations is in respect of prisoners 
who are very old. Those with illness 
or those jailed for minor offences and 
whose remaining jail time is small and 
have shown good conduct while in the 
facility.

Those jailed for murder, armed 
robbery, theft of public funds and 
assets, or those jailed for child abuse or 
gender based violence (GBV), for illicit 
drugs offences do not normally get 
pardoned.

Parakuyo students fail to join Form One

Dr Shein pardons 
19 inmates to mark 
Revolution Day

Tanzania Breweries Ltd Arusha plant manager, Joseph Mwaikasu  briefs members from Tanzania People Defence Force on beer production at the plant over the 
weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Minister commends 
SOS Children’s 
Villages Tanzania

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

DEPUTY Minister for Lands, Housing 
and Human Settlements Development 
Dr Angeline Mabula has handed out 
100 Certificates of Customary Rights 
of Occupancy -CCROs) to small scale 
farmers of Litoa Village in Peramiho 
Constituency, Songea District in 
Ruvuma Region and called upon 
owners thereof to keep them safely and 
use them for their own development. 

Speaking yesterday during the event 
to hand over the certificates at the 
village whilst on inspection tour of land 
related issues and housing projects 
undertaken by the National Housing 
Corporation (NHC) Dr Mabula told 
the farmers not to sell their land for 
quick money, and added that they may 
find themselves shortchanged or even 
conned by the buyers.

She also called upon all Councils 
countrywide to prepare plans for 
better land use in villages to ensure the 
villagers with the certificates to enjoy 
security with their land.

She also wanted the Councils to 
allocate areas for investment to make 
it easy for prospective investors in 
various sectors and stressed that in 
order to develop people economically, 
the land must be surveyed for better 

use.
The Songea Rural District 

Commissioner Pololeti Mgema 
hailed the organizations of small 
farmers (MVIWATA) for great efforts 
that enabled small farmers acquire 
Certificates of Customary Rights of 
Occupancy.

MVIWATA coordinator in Ruvuma 
Region Laila Haji said her institution 
saw the need for small farmers to 
have ownership security for their land 
and that is why they made the efforts 
in collaboration with Songea District 
Council to issue the certificates to 
farmers in Litoa village.

She however said the great challenge 
facing the farmers and villagers in 
general on land ownership is the 
low level of education on title deeds, 
patriarchal system for women to own 
land and land conflicts pitting farmers 
and herders. 

Meanwhile Deputy lands minister 
Dr Mabula inspected the project for 
the building of the headquarters and 
houses for Tanzania Forest Services 
Agency (TFS) at Mpepo in Nyasa 
District, Ruvuma region. 

The project, including other projects 
for TFS offices and staff housing in 
various areas in the country, is being 
undertaken by NHC.

By Michael  Ssali

THE Alliance for a Green Revolution 
in Africa (Agra) has called for increased 
use of inorganic fertiliser in sub-
Saharan Africa to overcome chronic 
food insecurity.

In its message, on December 5, 2019, 
the anti-hunger body observed, “For 
all of the signs of progress, the African 
continent is largely food insecure with 

current yields of cereals and legumes 
at only 15–30 per cent of the potential.”

AGRA sees a worsening food crisis 
with about 250 million people going 
to bed hungry and the continent 
spending more than $35b on food 
imports annually. “Many African soils 

are unable to supply crops with the 
nutrients they need due to infertility 
and degradation that has stemmed 
from inappropriate land-use practices 
over several centuries.

A changing climate and booming 
populations have increased demands 

on Africa’s already overworked soils. 
For example, the intensively cultivated 
highlands in East Africa lose an 
estimated 36kg of nitrogen, 5kg of 
phosphorus, and 25kg of potassium 
per hectare every year.”

On the same day in Nairobi, Agra also 

launched a book titled: Feeding Africa’s 
Soils: Fertilisers to Support Africa’s 
Agricultural Transformation in which 
it argued that increasing targeted 
fertiliser application by 20 per cent 
could, for example, raise yields of rice 
by 5.1 per cent, wheat by 11 per cent, 

and maize by 9.9 per cent.
At the book launch, Agra President, 

Dr Agnes Kalibata is quoted as saying, 
“Technologies now exist that enable 
us to produce and apply fertilisers 
judiciously and that address specific 
needs of soil and crops. These include 
fertiliser blending and micro-dosing 
that ensures the production of soil 
specific nutrients and application to 
meet particular crop needs.”

Dr Mabula hands over 
100 CCROs to Litoa 
villagers in Songea 

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Iringa

SOS Children’s Villages Tanzania has 
been commended for implementing 
the project of improving the primary 
school learning environment for the 
past two years in Iringa region.

Minister for Land, Housing and 
Human Settlements, William Lukuvi 
made the remarks here over the 
weekend when launching library 
building at Chamndindi primary 
school in Nyang’oro Ward, Iringa region  
which will be used by both pupils and 
the surrounding community.

He also urged that the pupils, local 
people at Chamndindi village and 
surrounding areas should utilize the 
library facilities properly and also 
reading the books to gain knowledge.

Lukuvi who is also a Member of 
Parliament for Isimani Constituency 
observed that the basic aim of 
establishing libraries and other 
information organizations in modern 
societies is to be able to respond to the 
information needs of communities.

The project, in collaboration with 
various stakeholders, has equipped 
children with issues of rights and 
responsibilities, life skills as well as 
education for the protection and safety 
of child and woman.

The project is funded by donors 
from Denmark through the Hempel 
Foundation and implemented in Iringa 
District Council in three (3) wards of 
Nyang’oro, Malengamakali and Ulanda.

Earlier on, acting SOS project 
coordinator Francis Mwakitiga said the 
schools benefiting from the project are 
eight primary schools where 7 schools 
(Holo, Mawindi, Ikengeza, Chamndindi 
Isaka Makadupa na Iguluba) are located 
in Ismani constituency and one school 
is in Kalenga Constituency (Ulanda 
primary school).

He stated that the beneficiaries of 
this project are vulnerable children 
comin from poor backgrounds and the 
goal of the project was to reach 3,051 
children, but until September last year 
the project has reached 3,265 children, 

with an increase of 214 children,” said 
Mwakitiga.

“These children are accessed through 
the register of vulnerable children 
and through the local authorities,” he 
added.

This project is funded by donors 
from Denmark through the Hempel 
Foundation at a cost of   1,636,194,384 / 
-equivalent to DKK 4,798,224.

The funds was used to provide 
assistance to vulnerable children, 
improve school infrastructure, equip 
teachers with best teaching practices, 
mobilize and empower communities 
to recognize children’s rights and 
child protection and safety issues, 
to build household capacity issues 
of entrepreneurship and SOS office 
management.

Mwakitiga said also that the project 
has three main objectives; Improving 
learning infrastructure in eight 
project schools by 2019, ensuring that 
vulnerable and orphaned children 
have equal access to education by 2019 
and communities and stakeholders 
prioritize education, children’s rights, 
protection and safety of children by 
2019.

The activities carried out by the 
project in conjunction with the 
Iringa District Council are as follows 
improving school infrastructure 
Involving construction of latrines in 
partnership with the village council, 
the project has built five latrines with 35 
vents at five schools (Isaka, Makadupa, 
Iguluba, Chamndindi and Ikengeza) at 
the tune 12m/-.

In collaboration with the village 
council, the project has undertaken 
renovations of thirteen classrooms 
and four offices in five project schools—
Isaac, Makadupa, Iguluba, Chamndindi 
and Mawindi at the tune of more than 
40m/-.

The project has provided desktop 
computers to four schools—Mawindi, 
Ikengeza, Chamndindi and Iguluba 
worth 7m/-. The project also provided 
944 text books and reference books to 
the library.

Mirerani B.W. Mkapa secondary school teacher  in Simanjiro district Godluck Nnko  supervising rehabilitation of three classrooms and office financed by Tanzanite 
stakeholders over the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

Bulige ward livestock officer in Msalala–Shinyanga region, Dr David Sospiter vaccinating a donkey. Photo: Correspondent Shaban Njia

Africa urged to increase fertiliser use

By Guardian Reporter

DAR ES SALAAM-based Regency 
Medical Centre in partnership with 
HCG Multi-Specialty Hospital in 
Ahmedabad of India are expected to 
conduct HIP and Knee Replacement 
Surgical Camp at Regency.

The camp will start on January 23, 24 

and  25 in Dar es Salaam.
According to the statement from 

Regency Medical Centre, this is done 
in a bid to reduce referrals abroad, save 
the Foreign Exchange of the Country 
and train Local Experts in the latest 
Cutting Edge Surgical Technology, .

The statement said the camp will be 
done by Indian experts in collaboration 

with Local Experts, and  conduct 
surgeries, Screening of follow up and 
New Patients.

“This is a good opportunity for 
Fellow Tanzanians to avail this Latest 
Cut Edge Small Incision Surgery with 
early Mobilization at the door steps in 
Tanzania at Regency Medical Centre” 
the statement said.

“If you are living with joint pain visit 
replacement camp at Regency Medical 
Center in Dar es Salaam for knee and 
Hip problems starting from 23 January,” 
the statement said

It stated that this will also save the 
expenses of Airfares of the patient 
and the escort and their upkeep and 
prolonged stay abroad.

Indian experts conduct knee surgery in Dar
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By Correspondent James Lanka, Hai

NEWLY elected local government leaders from 
different villages in Kilimanjaro Region have been 
trained on Public Expenditure Tracking System 
(PETS) for them to ably monitor and stimulate 
action concerning various development projects 
implemented in their localities.

Organized by the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Tanzania Northern Diocese (ELCT-ND), the 
training was held under the sponsorship of 
Norwegian Church Aid in the country (NCA-
Tanzania). 

Held at Bomang’ombe in Hai District the PETS 
training involved village, ward executive Officers 
as well as ward and village chairpersons from 
Siha, Hai, and Moshi Municipality in Kilimanjaro 
Region.

Some of the beneficiaries described the 

training as vital to ensure that public resources 
are wisely spent.

 “I see this training as an eye-opener and is an 
important tool towards monitoring public funds 
allocated in different projects,” says Emmanuel 
Mollel, chairperson of Sanya Stesheni village.

He cited some of the village projects as 
water and school toilets which were poorly 
executed and weren’t value to money. “But, we 
after making a close follow up, the weaknesses 
were resolved and the project implemented as 

agreed.”

For their part, Josephat Kimaro from 
Manio village, in Kashashi ward, Siha district 
acknowledged the PETS project, saying it has 
helped ensure quality in project implementation 
in accordance with contractual agreements.

Rev. Andrew Munisi, Project Officer of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) 
Northern Diocese where NCA is implanting 
its various projects through the diocese, 

OSLO

NORWAY has agreed to take 600 asylum 
seekers to help stop the often deadly trafficking 
of migrants across the Mediterranean Sea. 

Reports have it that  up to 11 of them have 
already left for the European Union (EU). Most of 
the 600 asylum seekers are those who had been 
evacuated to Rwanda from  detention centers in 
Libya. 

The 600 people are part of a group of 800 
migrants who had been moved to Rwanda from 
Libya under a September agreement between 
Rwanda, the African Union (AU) and the United 

Nations refugee agency (UNHCR). 
Many are from Horn of Africa nations and have 

been given temporary asylum-seeker status until 
the UNHCR determines their refugee status.

Norway wants to stop the deadly smuggling 
of migrants across the Mediterranean Sea, 
said Joaran Kallmyr, the country’s immigration 
minister.

“For me it is important to send a signal that 

we will not back smuggling routes and cynical 
backers, but instead bring in people with 
protection needs in organized form.’’ 

“It’s a relief to them,” said Alex Ngarambe, DW’s 
correspondent in the Rwandan capital, Kigali.

“The first time I spoke to some of them, there 
were not happy. They said Rwanda is not their 
final destination. They did not want to stay here 
any longer.”

Newly elected local leaders in Kilimanjaro 
trained on public resources tracking skills

Norway welcomes 600 African 
refugees ‘to send a strong message’

National Health Insurance Fund board chairperson former Speaker Anna Makinda hands over NHIF card to Mwanza resident over the weekend. Photo:  
Correspondent Rose Jacob

www.tpdc.co.tz

Menejimenti na Watumishi wa TPDC tunawatakia Watanzania
wenzetu Maadhimisho

mema ya Miaka 56 ya Mapinduzi ya Zanzibar

“Umoja wetu, Nguvu yetu”

Miaka

ya Mapinduzi56

said number of projects that have been 
implemented in the context of the PETS 
monitoring system and had proved to be of 
quality standard.

“Villagers were now aware of various 
techniques to be used in tracking projects 
in their respective areas, which speeds up 

development in many villages,” he said.
He further said that PETS training is 

implemented to the local leaders from 
various areas of Babati district in Manyara 
region, Karatu in Arusha district, Rombo, 
Moshi Municipal, Siha, and  Moshi Rural in 
Kilimanjaro region.

DUBAI

PROTESTERS piled pressure on Iran’s leadership on 
Sunday with demands for top authorities to quit after the 
Iranian military admitted it had mistakenly shot down a 
Ukrainian airliner at a time when it had feared U.S. strikes.

“They are lying that our enemy is America, our enemy 
is right here,” dozens of protesters outside a university in 
Tehran chanted, according to video clips posted on Twitter. 
Scores of dmonstrators were also shown gathered in other 
cities.

The social media posts could not be verified by Reuters. 
But state-affiliated media had reported protests on Saturday 
shortly after the Iranian military apologized for mistakenly 
bringing down the Ukrainian plane on Wednesday, killing all 
176 aboard.

Tehran residents told Reuters police were out in force in 
the capital on Sunday, as public anger boiled up following 
days of denials by the military that it was to blame, even as 
Canada and the United States said a missile had brought the 
plane down.

Riot police fired teargas at thousands of protesters in the 
capital on Saturday, where many had chanted “Death to 
the dictator”, directing their anger at the Islamic Republic’s 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

“Apologize and resign,” Iran’s moderate Etemad daily 
wrote in a banner headline on Sunday, saying the “people’s 
demand” was for those responsible for mishandling the 
plane crisis to quit.

The latest upsurge in anger adds to challenges facing 
the authorities, which launched a bloody crackdown in 
November to quell protests. The leadership is also struggling 
to keep the crippled economy afloat under rigorous U.S. 
sanctions.

The Ukraine International Airlines plane was shot down 
minutes after taking off from Tehran on Wednesday, when 
Iranian forces were on alert for U.S. reprisals following tit-for-
tat strikes. Many of those on board were Iranians with dual 
citizenship, while 57 were holders of Canadian passports.

Protests erupt again in Iran 
after admission of plane strike
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T
urkish diplomats and 
organisations in Africa say 
2019 was a positive year for 
Turkish-African relations 

as they held bilateral talks leading to 
more visits of delegations between 
their countries.

Turkish embassy in Dar es Salaam 
was first opened in 1979. However 
it was closed down in 1984 due to 
budgetary constraints. The embassy 
of the Republic of Turkey in Dar es 
Salaam was re-opened on 18 May 2009. 

Relations between Turkey and 
Tanzania entered a new era in 2009. 
Bilateral relations gained a momentum 
with the first State Visit of the President 
of the Republic of Turkey,   Abdullah 
Gül to the United Republic of Tanzania 
in February 2009 and the re-opening of 
the Turkish embassy in Dar es Salaam 
in 2009. 

Former Tanzania’s  President  Jakaya 
Kikwete  paid a state visit to Turkey 
between 17 and 21 February 2010 upon 
the invitation of the President of the 
Republic of Turkey.   Kikwete’s visit to 
Turkey was an important step since 
it was the first-presidential level visit 
from Tanzania to Turkey and reflected 
the momentum gained in bilateral 
relations. 

Additionally, in 2010, former  Chief 
of Tanzania Peoples’ Defence Force 
(TPDF)   Davis Mwamunyange, Speaker 
of the Tanzanian National Parliament  
the late  Samuel Sitta and members 
of Tanzania-Turkey Parliamentary 
Friendship Group, former Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation   Bernard Membe paid 
visits to Turkey. 

The President of Zanzibar   Ali 
Mohamed Shein paid an official visit to 
Turkey between 28 April and 2 May 2011 
upon the invitation of the President of 
the Republic of Turkey. 

The 1st meeting of the Turkey-
Tanzania Joint Economic Commission 
took place on 26-30 November 2012 
in Dar es Salaam. On the occasion of 
the meeting, two countries reviewed 
bilateral economic relations and 
evaluated additional possibilities of 
cooperation. 

The trade volume between the two 
countries was 151 million USD in 2015. 
The establishment of the embassy of 
the Republic of Turkey in Tanzania 
and the launching of Turkish Airlines’ 
direct flights between Istanbul-Dar es 
Salaam on 14 June 2010 and Istanbul-
Kilimanjaro on 4 December 2012 
provided significant contributions to 
the trade volume between the two 
countries.

In the same vein,   bilateral 
relationship  between South Africa and 
Turkey  has been swiftly developed, 
particularly since the 2018 visit of 
President [Recep Tayyip] Erdogan to 
South Africa.  

  Some of the official delegations that 
visited Turkey from South Africa last  
year included technical and high-level 
political delegations.

This year, Turkey and Uganda also 
celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic ties.

Uganda’s speaker of parliament and 
prime minister along with several 
ministers also visited Turkey  last year.

The Maarif Foundation, an 
educational arm of the Turkish 
government, and the Yunus Emre 
Cultural Center   opened offices in the 
East African nation.   

On the humanitarian front, Turkish 
non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) continued to provide 
humanitarian aid to disaster-affected 
people in various countries on the 
continent, including victims of the 
cyclone in Mozambique and floods in 
Somalia.

Turkish NGOs also distributed food 
packages and meat to Muslims during 
the holy month of Ramadan.

The Turkish Cooperation and 
Coordination Agency (TIKA) continued 
to refurbish mosques, equip hospitals 
and provide vocational training to 
hundreds of youth across the continent.

The Yunus Emre Institute in 
Johannesburg meanwhile continued to 
teach people the Turkish language and 
other courses including calligraphy 
which introduced them to Turkish 
culture. They also took South African 
students for summer school in Turkey.

Turkish-African partnership 
extremely commendable

By Jibrin Ibrahim 

W
est Africa is 
undergoing a very 
difficult phase in its 
evolution. A report just 

published by the International Crisis 
Group draws attention to the spectre 
of jihadism haunting the whole region.

Islamist militancy has been growing 
dramatically in Burkina Faso, which is 
emerging as a terrorist corridor linking 
the Sahel to the coastal states of Benin, 
Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana and Togo. The 
terrorists, it would be recalled, struck 
Côte d’Ivoire in March 2016.

The ICG report points out that the 
jihadist groups are advancing toward 
the south and east of Burkina Faso, and 
approaching the Gulf of Guinea states. 
On November 7, 2019, an attack on a 
convoy of workers from the Boungou 
gold mine, which killed at least 38 
people, confirmed their presence 
in the east of the country, bordering 
Benin and Togo.

The most important element of the 
on-going West African crisis is that 
Nigeria has essentially abdicated its 
leadership role built on the lives of 
our soldiers that fought to defend 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Nigeria 
needs to reinvent its leadership role in 
West Africa on both the security and 
economic fronts.

Burkinabé security forces also 
recently intervened in the region of 
Pô, a town bordering Ghana in the 
south east of the country, killing six 
individuals suspected of terrorism.

In 2012, terrorist groups took over 
Northern Mali and would have marched 
to and taken over the capital, Bamako, 
but for the intervention of French 
troops. There have been a number of 
attacks on the border between Mali 
and Côte d’Ivoire. The jihadist group, 
Islamic State in the Greater Sahara 
(ISGS), appears to be trying to open a 
corridor from northern Mali to north-
western Nigeria and northern Benin, 
passing through the Nigerian town of 
Dogondoutchi. Meanwhile, there are 
reports that the Islamic State in West 
Africa Province (ISWAP), a group that 
emerged out of Boko Haram, is poised 
to move into the security conundrum 
that has emerged out of the growth of 
rural banditry in Zamfara, creating the 
possibility of building bridges with the 
increasingly active groups operating in 
Niger.

In a video dated November 8, 2018, 
three leaders of a terrorist coalition 
affiliated with al-Qaeda – the Group 
to Support Islam and Muslims (GSIM) 
— Iyad Ag Ghali, Djamel Okacha and 
Amadou Koufa, called on the Fulani 
people who are found all over the 
Sahel and West Africa to “pursue jihad”. 
They specifically called for action in 
Senegal, Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana 
and Cameroon.

Meanwhile, Jihadi groups have been 
regularly attacking army formations 
in Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger. The 
same is happening further to the east, 
with Boko Haram and ISWAP attacking 
the military in the Lake Chad Basin 
countries of Nigeria, Niger, Cameroon 
and Chad. What is happening is that the 
attacks are increasing over a wide area, 
suggesting that the core strategy of the 
terrorists is that of decentralisation, 
making it difficult for national security 
agencies and international forces to 
cope with their activities. They have 
moved into deprived rural areas which 
have virtually no state presence.

Meanwhile, the basic strategy within 
West Africa appears to be to prevent 
coordination in tackling the menace 
of terrorism. There is an assumption 
that everyone knows has no basis – 
that Islamic terrorism will remain a 
Sahelian phenomenon. It was on this 
basis that the G5 Sahel Joint Force 
(Burkina Faso, Mali, Mauritania, Niger 
and Chad) was conceived. This assumes 
that the jihadist threat would expand 
horizontally, crossing the western 
Sahel from east to west, and remain 
there. Meanwhile, what is emerging is 
also a vertical march towards the south 
and a teaming up with Boko Haram 
in North-East Nigeria. The G5 has not 
even taken off in its operations and it 
is clearly too narrow an approach to 
contain the situation. What is clear 
is that France insists on this narrow 
definition of the terrorist threat.

A new front of discord has emerged 
in the region on the economic level. 
Nigeria has closed its borders with its 
neighbours since August last year to 
control smuggling. This has caused 
serious concerns in Cameroon, 
Niger, Benin, Togo and Ghana. The 
establishment of the West African 
currency, which is programmed to 
be launched this year, has become 
another divisive issue.

From the very beginning, efforts 
should have been coordinated at the 
level of the Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS). 
However, the problem is that ECOWAS 
has neither the vision nor the 
leadership to play an effective role. 
The deep Francophone/Anglophone 
divide within the organisation remains 
an important constraint. This has 
blocked the development of greater 
coordination; better intelligence 
gathering and sharing; and more 
effective border controls, which will 
require tackling the corruption that 

is rife in many customs services and 
police forces.

A new front of discord has emerged 
in the region on the economic level. 
Nigeria has closed its borders with its 
neighbours since August last year to 
control smuggling. This has caused 
serious concerns in Cameroon, 
Niger, Benin, Togo and Ghana. The 
establishment of the West African 
currency, which is programmed to be 
launched this year, has become another 
divisive issue. This year, the 30-year 
struggle for a West African currency 
might not happened as planned.

On December 21, 2019, President 
Alasane Ouattara of Cote d’Ivoire, 
together with his French counterpart, 
President Macron, announced that the 
eight West African countries using the 
CFA Franc currency would adopt the 
Eco as their new currency this year. 
The announcement was done on the 
same day ECOWAS met and took the 
momentous decision to adopt the Eco 
this year.

Clearly, the involvement of France 
poses the risk of breaking up the Eco. 
France is very keen to take over the 
responsibility of establishing and even 
printing the new currency and presents 
the other countries in the region with 
a fait accompli. Although France has 
said it would relinquish its position 
on the board of the CFA Central Bank 
and the requirement of depositing 50 
per cent of a member country’s foreign 
reserve with the French treasury, it is 
clear that they are seeking to establish 
a controlling influence over the Eco.

The adoption of the Eco provides 
Nigeria a golden opportunity to lead 
the subregion… Nigeria should break 
out of its silence and immediately make 
it clear to ECOWAS members that third 
parties from outside the region cannot 
play a leadership role in establishing 
the Eco.

It is true that the long delay in 
establishing the Eco has been caused 
by the inability of the 15 ECOWAS 
countries to meet the convergence 
criteria they set for themselves, 
notably: that the inflation rate of less 
than 5 per cent is maintained, a budget 
deficit of not more than 3 per cent of 
GDP and that each country has enough 
foreign reserves to cover at least three 
months of imports.

We note that after failing to meet 
these conditions over the past two 
decades, the eight countries have now 
adopted the currency without meeting 
them. This means sound economic 

principles have been set aside for 
political reasons. On December 28, 
2019, Ghana announced that it was 
considering joining the eight countries 
but would prefer a flexible exchange 
rate regime, implying it was not keen 
on pegging the Eco to the Euro. There 
was silence on the Nigerian end until 
December 30 when the Ministry of 
Finance, Budget and National Planning 
issued a press release informing 
Nigerians that government was 
studying the situation and would soon 
issue its position.

The most important element of the 
on-going West African crisis is that 
Nigeria has essentially abdicated its 
leadership role built on the lives of 
our soldiers that fought to defend 
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Nigeria 
needs to reinvent its leadership role in 
West Africa on both the security and 
economic fronts. On the new currency, 
the eight CFA countries cannot be a 
vanguard for monetary integration in 
West Africa when they account for only 
21 per cent of West Africa’s GDP and 
32 per cent of the region’s population. 
Nigeria alone accounts for about 66 
per cent of ECOWAS’s GDP and 55 per 
cent of its population. Nigeria therefore 
has to play a leadership role in the 
establishment of Eco, just as Germany 
played the anchor role in establishing 
the Euro.

The adoption of the Eco provides 
Nigeria a golden opportunity to lead 
the subregion. This would require 
greater coordination between the 
different arms of government, 
particularly the Presidency; the Central 
Bank; Ministry of Finance, Budget and 
Planning; the academia; the business 
community; the press and civil society 
organisations. The Eco can only be 
built on the basis of strict adherence 
to the convergence criteria laid down 
by ECOWAS’s West African Monetary 
Institute. Starting the Eco system 
without adherence to the convergence 
criteria poses enormous risk of the 
Eco’s sustainability and international 
credibility. Nigeria should break out 
of its silence and immediately make it 
clear to ECOWAS members that third 
parties from outside the region cannot 
play a leadership role in establishing 
the Eco.

A professor of Political Science and 
development consultant/expert, Jibrin 
Ibrahim is a Senior Fellow of the Centre 
for Democracy and Development, 
and Chair of the Editorial Board of 
PREMIUM TIMES.

2020, Nigeria and the 
West Africa challenge

Good idea for ships to become 
new source of tourist visitations

A 
NEW element in the 
country’s drive to enhance 
tourism has apparently 
been added by improved 

facilities at the port of Dar es Salaam, 
including the start of services at berth 
number 7. The berth appears to have 
taken off with a bang as a ship with 
600 ocean faring tourists visit Dar es 
Salaam and Bagamoyo, with their key 
interests being historical places. These 
usually refer to visitors who came 
to East Africa in the past, where the 
coastal areas are more frequented.

While the new port berth was more 
or less being unveiled to many readers 
of this newspaper, there was another 
novel element, ‘Ocean tourism.’ This 
is what the visitors and the sheep 
crew said the docking ship was all 
about, namely that it collects people 
in various countries who have time to 
spare and aren’t allergic to ocean-based 
travel, and in many instances relish 
that situation of being out in the deep 
sea. With periodic scares in the airline 
industry, such visitations may rise in 
the future, but then not many people 
have all that time.

The docking ship of 600 new 
visitations appeared to be lending a 
hand to the goal or reaching two million 
tourist visitations per year, not firstly 
because of their number but rather as 
this batch of tourists had the hallmark 
of being a new source. The tourists 
embarked from the Far East, and in 
another tour they may bring even more 
passengers when those visiting now 
wish to repeat that experience or they 
impress upon others that it is worth it. 
It all depends on the time they dispose, 
the sort of experiences they take home, 
and other affinities.

Speaking about new means of travel, 

the real challenge is the frequency of 
those trips, for instance there is the 
tourism train from South Africa that 
comes northwards up to Dar es Salaam 
from Johannesburg. 

It often arrives once per year and 
it is uncertain if it has clocked in Dar 
es Salaam each year or there have 
been some lapses from time to time, 
but conceivably it could dock in a bit 
more periodically. It is a question of 
organization, at times the need for 
discounts and even special lodges for 
budget tourists, as well as creativity 
in the range of events they will be 
through, for instance elements of 
cultural tourism, etc.

What was also a morale booster in 
the ship’s visit was that it is an indicator 
that the southern and say coastal 
circuit may receive greater attention. 
Even then plenty of work has to be 
done to bring the level of visitations 
to the southern circuit anywhere near 
the more familiar northern circuit 
attractions. There may be things that 
require real specialization so that the 
right markets are sourced.

Managers at the Tanzania Tourist 
Board (TTB) are making efforts to 
diversify visitations and products 
to be offered, so that Tanzania can 
rank up much higher in visitations 
compared to the sort of attractions 
it has, as in that regard it is among 
the top potential destinations in the 
world. As the Far East visitors were 
reported to have remarked, they were 
also interested in sampling the social 
environment. Perhaps it is needful to 
have liaison agents, even by paying 
some consultancy fees instead of 
advertisements and featuring in 
exhibitions, as it may still lack direct 
contacts.
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regional coordinator for La 
Via Campesina, a movement 
representing about 200 million 
farmers and others, and a key 
backer of the declaration.

The declaration seeks to 
protect rural populations from 
potential rights violations 
such as forcible evictions, land 
degradation and displacement.

It also covers issues like land 
discrimination and the legal 
recognition of customary land 
tenure rights.

The agreement has given 
traditionally marginalised 
smallholders, fishing 
communities and other rural 
workers a powerful new way 
to force conversations with 
officials, Duminicioiu said.

“It opens doors,” she said 

by phone from her farm in 
Transylvania, Romania.

“Now we have something to 
talk about with governments 
that was achieved at the highest 
levels in the U.N. and (that) we 
want to bring home.”

 The declaration, which was 
adopted in December last year 
by 121 countries - a majority of 
U.N. members - is voluntary 
and needs to be translated into 
numerous national laws to be 
formally implemented.

No country has done that 
so far, but backers say the 
agreement is a key step in the 
emergence of a new idea: a 
human right to land.

The agreement makes an 
explicit reference to a “right 
to land”, making it the first 

major U.N. declaration to do 
so, said Kaitlin Y. Cordes, head 
of the land and agriculture 
programme at Columbia 
University’s Center on 
Sustainable Investment.

“There has been growing 
momentum to recognise a 
human right to land within 
the international human rights 
sphere,” she said, describing 
the declaration’s inclusion as 
“groundbreaking”.

To take the idea further and 
formally establish such a right 
universally would create legal 
obligations for governments as 
well as new opportunities for 
justice for those whose land 
rights have been violated, she 
said.

While land and property 

Global recognition ‘opens doors’ for peasant groups, right to land
 By  Carey L. Biron 

A
cross the globe, 
rural work-
ers and rights 
groups are test-

ing an international agree-
ment they say could help 
hundreds of millions of 
people protect their right to 
own and use land.

In Ukraine this month, 
land rights advocates sought 
to use the legal tool, known 
as the U.N. Declaration 
on the Rights of Peasants, 
to push back on a major 
planned liberalisation of 
farmland they say would 
leave millions vulnerable.

In Colombia, activists say 
it could be used to nurture 
the country’s continued 
transition from half a cen-
tury of civil war.

And as the European Un-
ion discusses its Common 
Agricultural Policy, some say 
the agreement could help 
bend governments’ priori-
ties away from market forces 
and toward those whose 
livelihoods are linked to 
land.

On Tuesday, rights groups 
marked the one-year anni-
versary of the agreement’s 
adoption at the United Na-
tions, which for the first 
time recognised the rights of 
rural groups at the interna-
tional level and acknowledg-
ing them as needing special 
protections.

“That recognition is 
very important — it’s the 
start of everything,” said 
Ramona Duminicioiu, a 
Romanian farmer and 

rights exist in all countries to 
some degree, the agreement’s 
supporters say a human right 
to land would supersede 
those national laws and create 
new forms of accountability - 
eventually guiding national 
legislation, too.

The idea of a human 
right to land also would 
require governments and 
other authorities to shift 
how they see the purpose of 
land, moving it away from 
a purely economic model, 
said Annette Schramm at 
the University of Tubingen in 
Germany.

“To see land as a right 
means it’s something that 
local communities use for 
their own livelihood, and 
not just ... a commodity that 
needs to be used in the most 
efficient way,” said Schramm, 
a peace and conflict expert.

She said the idea gained 
traction a decade ago amid 
a global land rush when 
multinational corporations 
were buying up or leasing 
large tracts for agricultural 
production, often with 
devastating effects on local 
populations.

Nearly 50 million hectares 
(about 123 million acres) of 
land have been transacted in 
large-scale deals since that 
time, according to the Land 
Matrix database, a project 
established in 2009 by the 
International Land Coalition.

Schramm has studied the 
issue in several countries 
including Sierra Leone, 
where she said a 2011 deal saw 
almost an entire chiefdom 

converted into a palm oil 
plantation stretching more 
than 12,000 hectares (30,000 
acres).

The acquired land included 
dozens of villages that were 
home to 25,000 people - 
with locals saying they never 
agreed to the deal, Schramm 
noted.

The company behind the 
land purchase, international 
agro-investor Socfin, said 
in April that it had gone 
through “a lengthy process 
of consultation with the 
communities, resulting in 
an overall acceptance and 
support to the project”.

The company added that 
some in the community 
“decided not to adhere to the 
project and kept their land”.

Schramm said a human 
right to land could have 
helped empower those 
communities to fight the deal.

The creation of a formal 
right, she said, “could 
play a role in that only the 
investments that are good for 
locals could go through.”

‘WALK THE WALK’
Establishing a formal 

human right to land would 
require the far more stringent 
process of creating a treaty 
that would then need to be 
ratified by each government, 
explained Cordes of the 
Center on Sustainable 
Investment.

But even without being 
codified in law the declara-
tion is already being used 
to interpret other existing, 
enforceable international 
agreements, said Olivier de 
Schutter, co-chair of the In-

ternational Panel of Experts 
on Sustainable Food Systems.

In a November online vid-
eo message, he noted that 
this summer the U.N. Human 
Rights Committee had used 
the declaration to provide an 
interpretation of the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights.

This example showed how 
“human rights bodies could 
in the future seek inspira-
tion in the declaration to 
give more weight to peasant 
rights,” De Schutter said.

That is Elizabeth Mpofu’s 
goal, too.

Mpofu is a small-scale 
farmer in Zimbabwe who said 
she benefited from a land re-
form programme launched 
in 2000 that redistributed 
about 8 million hectares 
(more than 19 million acres) 
from large-scale commercial 
farms.

But there is more to do 
to complete the process of 
agrarian reform, said Mpofu, 
who chairs the Zimbabwe 
Smallholder Organic Farm-
ers’ Forum and is general 
coordinator for La Via Camp-
esina.

She is now working with lo-
cal groups to see whether the 
U.N. declaration can be used 
to convince the government 
to provide smallholders with 
access to finance, help with 
marketing their crops and 
other resources.

“Our government support-
ed the declaration,” Mpofu 
said in emailed comments, 
“so, it is time for them to walk 
the (walk) and provide a path 
forward for rural families”.

 By Mohamed A El-Erian   

A
n economy     is 
an area of the 
production, dis-
tribution and 

trade, as well as consump-
tion of goods and services by 
different agents. Understood 
in its broadest sense, ‘The 
economy is defined as a so-
cial domain that emphasise 
the practices, discourses, 
and material expressions 
associated with the produc-
tion, use, and management 
of resources’.  Economic 
agents can be individuals, 
businesses, organizations, 
or governments. Economic 
transactions occur when 
two groups or parties agree 
to the value or price of the 
transacted good or service, 
commonly expressed in a 
certain currency. However, 
monetary transactions only 
account for a small part of 
the economic domain. Eco-
nomic activity is spurred by 
production which uses natu-
ral resources, labor and cap-
ital. It has changed over time 
due to technology (automa-
tion, accelerator of process, 
reduction of cost functions), 
innovation (new products, 
services, processes, expand-
ing markets, diversification 
of markets, niche markets, 
increases revenue func-
tions) such as, that which 
produces intellectual prop-
erty and changes in indus-
trial relations (most notably 
child labor being replaced in 
some parts of the world with 
universal access to educa-
tion). A given economy is the 
result of a set of processes 
that involves its culture, 
values, education, techno-
logical evolution, history, 
social organization, political 
structure and legal systems, 
as well as its geography, 
natural resource endow-
ment, and ecology, as main 
factors. These factors give 
context, content, and set the 
conditions and parameters 
in which an economy func-
tions. In other words, the 
economic domain is a social 
domain of human practices 
and transactions. It does not 
stand alone. 

The global economy’s luck may run out

A market-based economy is 
one where goods and services 
are produced and exchanged 
according to demand and 
supply between participants 
(economic agents) by barter 
or a medium of exchange 
with a credit or debit value 
accepted within the network, 
such as a unit of currency. A 
command-based economy 
is one where political agents 
directly control what is pro-
duced and how it is sold and 
distributed. A green econo-
my is low-carbon, resource 
efficient and socially inclu-
sive. In a green economy, 
growth in income and em-
ployment is driven by public 
and private investments that 
reduce carbon emissions 
and pollution, enhance en-
ergy and resource efficiency, 
and prevent the loss of bio-
diversity and ecosystem ser-
vices.  A gig economy is one 
in which short-term jobs are 
assigned or chosen via online 
platforms.  New economy is 
a term referred to the whole 

emerging ecosystem where 
new standards and practices 
were introduced, usually as 
a result of technological in-
novations. 

There is a curious contrast 
between the relative clarity 
of expectations for the near 
term and the murkiness and 
uncertainty that comes when 
one extends the horizon fur-
ther. 

This being December, my 
natural inclination is to re-
view the past year’s economic 
and financial developments 
to help policymakers and in-
vestors anticipate what might 
be coming in 2020. This year 
is ending on a relatively posi-
tive note, especially when 
compared to the same time 
last year. 

There is hope of a global 
growth pickup, trade ten-
sions have lessened, and cen-
tral banks have reaffirmed 
that they will maintain 
ultra-low interest rates and 
continue to provide ample 
liquidity. Financial volatility 

is subdued, and there are rea-
sonable expectations of solid 
investor returns across many 
asset classes.

As tempting as it is to dwell 
on current financial and mac-
roeconomic conditions, do-
ing so risks obfuscating a key 
element in the outlook for 
the future. There is a curious 
contrast between the relative 
clarity of expectations for the 
near term and the murkiness 
and uncertainty that comes 
when one extends the hori-
zon further – say, to the next 
five years.

Many countries are facing 
structural uncertainties that 
could have far-reaching, sys-
temic implications for mar-
kets and the global economy. 
For example, over the next 
five years, the European Un-
ion will seek to establish a 
new working relationship 
with the United Kingdom, 
while also dealing with the 
harmful social and political 
effects of slow, insufficiently 
inclusive growth. The EU will 

have to navigate the perils of 
a prolonged period of nega-
tive interest rates, while also 
shoring up its economic and 
financial core. As long as the 
eurozone’s architecture is 
incomplete, consistent risks 
of instability will remain.

Moreover, in the years 
ahead, the US, having no-
tably outperformed many 
other economies, will de-
cide whether to continue 
disengaging from the rest 
of the world – a process that 
is at odds with its historic 
position at the centre of the 
global economy.

Or consider China’s de-
velopment process. With 
the global economy acting 
more as a drag on growth 
than a boon to it, China may 
confront the risk that it has 
overplayed its hand. Heavy 
reliance on short-term stim-
ulus measures is increasing-
ly inconsistent with pursu-
ing the longer-term reforms 
that it needs, and its geopo-
litical ambitions and region-

al economic and financial 
commitments (including 
the Belt and Road Initiative) 
are becoming costlier. Most 
important, in the next five 
years, China and the US, 
the world’s two largest na-
tional economies, will have 
to navigate an increasingly 
narrow path as they try to 
secure their own interests 
while avoiding an outright 
confrontation.

Such fluidity clouds the 
economic, financial, in-
stitutional, political, and/
or social outlook for other 
countries. Today’s macro-
economic and geopolitical 
uncertainties will amplify 
those fuelled by techno-
logical disruptions, climate 
change, and demographics. 
And they will raise ques-
tions about the functioning 
and resilience of the global 
economy and markets.

This degree of uncertainty 
is particularly notable in the 
multi-decade context of glo-
balisation. In recent years, 
the stability that comes with 
broad-based adherence to 
the rules-based interna-
tional order has been con-
siderably weakened, as has 
the power of central banks 
to repress financial volatil-
ity and buy time for the real 
economy.

Left unmanaged, these 
medium-term structural 
trends would set the stage 
for greater political and so-
cial fragmentation, and raise 
the spectre of secular de-
globalisation. If there is one 
thing that neither the global 
economy nor markets are 
wired for, it is a prolonged 
and deepening rupture in 
cross-border economic and 
financial relations. Were 
such a new paradigm to 
materialise, today’s trade, 
investment, and currency 
tensions would intensify 
and spill over to the realm 
of national security and geo-
politics.

Bad outcomes are not in-
evitable (at least not yet). 
They could still be averted 

through the sustained im-
plementation of policies 
to promote stronger, more 
inclusive growth; restore 
genuine financial stability; 
and usher in a fairer, more 
credible (while still free) sys-
tem of international trade, 
investment, and policy coor-
dination.

But much will depend 
on the functioning of poli-
tics in the near term. Going 
into 2020, politicians have 
a favourable runway from 
which to launch the policies 
needed to extend the posi-
tive short-term outlook into 
the medium and long term. 
Worries about global reces-
sion have receded, financial 
conditions are ultra-accom-
modating, and US-China 
trade tensions have de-esca-
lated. But these auspicious 
circumstances will not last 
forever.

Unfortunately, a policy 
push that could improve and 
clarify the medium-term 
outlook is unlikely. The US is 
entering a tense and divisive 
election year. Germany, Italy, 
and Spain are in the midst of 
difficult political transitions. 
The EU is dealing with Brexit 
and other regional divisions. 
And China’s government is 
trying to consolidate power 
in the face of slowing growth 
and continuing protests in 
Hong Kong. The main worry 
– one that too few market 
participants have spotted 
– is that over the next five 
years, global economic and 
market conditions may need 
to deteriorate nearer to cri-
sis levels before national, 
regional, and multilateral 
political systems muster an 
adequate response.

Fortunately, we are now in 
a period when action could 
be taken to prevent the 
worst-case scenario from 
becoming a binding reality. 
Let us hope that I’m wrong 
about today’s political paral-
ysis. As long as there is still 
time, there is a chance that 
policymakers will follow the 
advice offered by then-IMF 
managing director Christine 
Lagarde in October 2017: 
“Fix the roof while the sun is 
shining.”
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 By Mike Robinson 

W
hy do they 
do it? This 
is a ques-
tion that 

friends and families often 
ask of those who are ad-
dicted.

It’s difficult to explain 
how drug addiction devel-
ops over time. To many, 
it looks like the constant 
search for pleasure. But the 
pleasure derived from opi-
oids like heroin or stimu-
lants like cocaine declines 
with repeated use. What’s 
more, some addictive 
drugs, like nicotine, fail to 
produce any noticeable eu-
phoria in regular users. 

So what does explain the 
persistence of addiction? 
As an addiction research-
er for the past 15 years, I 
look to the brain to un-
derstand how recreational 
use becomes compulsive, 
prompting people like you 
and me to make bad choic-
es. 

Myths about addiction
There are two popular 

explanations for addiction, 
neither of which holds up 
to scrutiny.

The first is that compul-
sive drug taking is a bad 
habit – one that addicts just 
need to “kick.”

However, to the brain, a 
habit is nothing more than 
our ability to carry out re-
petitive tasks – like tying 
our shoelaces or brushing 
our teeth – more and more 
efficiently. People don’t 
typically get caught up in 
an endless and compulsive 
cycle of shoelace tying.

Another theory claims 
that overcoming withdraw-
al is too tough for many 
addicts. Withdrawal, the 

The real reason some people become addicted to drugs 

highly unpleasant feeling that 
occurs when the drug leaves 
your body, can include sweats, 
chills, anxiety and heart pal-
pitations. For certain drugs, 
such as alcohol, withdrawal 
comes with a risk of death if 
not properly managed.

The painful symptoms of 
withdrawal are frequently 
cited as the reason addiction 
seems inescapable. However, 
even for heroin, withdrawal 
symptoms mostly subside 
after about two weeks. Plus, 
many addictive drugs pro-
duce varying and sometimes 
only mild withdrawal symp-
toms.

This is not to say that pleas-
ure, habits or withdrawal are 
not involved in addiction. But 
we must ask whether they are 
necessary components of ad-
diction – or whether addiction 

would persist even in their ab-
sence.

Pleasure versus desire
In the 1980s, researchers 

made a surprising discovery. 
Food, sex and drugs all ap-
peared to cause dopamine to 
be released in certain areas of 
the brain, such as the nucleus 
accumbens. 

This suggested to many in 
the scientific community that 
these areas were the brain’s 
pleasure centers and that do-
pamine was our own internal 
pleasure neurotransmitter. 
However, this idea has since 
been debunked. The brain 
does have pleasure centers, 
but they are not modulated 
by dopamine. 

So what’s going on? It turns 
out that, in the brain, “liking” 
something and “wanting” 

something are two separate 
psychological experiences. 
“Liking” refers to the sponta-
neous delight one might ex-
perience eating a chocolate 
chip cookie. “Wanting” is our 
grumbling desire when we 
eye the plate of cookies in the 
center of the table during a 
meeting. 

Dopamine is responsible 
for “wanting” – not for “liking.” 
For example, in one study, re-
searchers observed rats that 
could not produce dopamine 
in their brains. These rats lost 
the urge to eat but still had 
pleasurable facial reactions 
when food was placed in their 
mouths.

All drugs of abuse trigger a 
surge of dopamine – a rush of 
“wanting” – in the brain. This 
makes us crave more drugs. 
With repeated drug use, the 

“wanting” grows, while our 
“liking” of the drug appears 
to stagnate or even decrease, 
a phenomenon known as tol-
erance.

In my own research, we 
looked at a small subregion 
of the amygdala, an almond-
shaped brain structure best 
known for its role in fear and 
emotion. We found that ac-
tivating this area makes rats 
more likely to show addictive-
like behaviors: narrowing 
their focus, rapidly escalating 
their cocaine intake and even 
compulsively nibbling at a 
cocaine port. This subregion 
may be involved in excessive 
“wanting,” in humans, too, 
influencing us to make risky 
choices.

Involuntary addicts
The recent opioid epidem-

ic has produced what we 
might call “involuntary” 
addicts. Opioids – such as 
oxycodone, percocet, vico-
din or fentanyl – are very 
effective at managing oth-
erwise intractable pain. Yet 
they also produce surges in 
dopamine release.

Most individuals begin 
taking prescription opi-
oids not for pleasure but 
rather from a need to man-
age their pain, often on the 
recommendation of a doc-
tor. Any pleasure they may 
experience is rooted in the 
relief from pain.

However, over time, us-
ers tend to develop a tol-
erance. The drug becomes 
less and less effective, and 
they need larger doses of 
the drug to control pain. 
This exposes people to 
large surges of dopamine in 
the brain. As the pain sub-
sides, they find themselves 
inexplicably hooked on a 
drug and compelled to take 
more. 

The result of this regu-
lar intake of large amounts 
of drug is a hyperreactive 
“wanting” system. A sen-
sitized “wanting” system 
triggers intense bouts of 
craving whenever in the 
presence of the drug or ex-
posed to drug cues. These 
cues can include drug par-
aphernalia, negative emo-
tions such as stress or even 
specific people and places. 
Drug cues are one of an ad-
dict’s biggest challenges.

These changes in the 
brain can be long-lasting, 
if not permanent. Some in-
dividuals seem to be more 
likely to undergo these 
changes. Research suggests 
that genetic factors may 
predispose certain individ-
uals, which explains why 
a family history of addic-
tion leads to increased risk. 

Early life stressors, such 
as childhood adversity or 
physical abuse, also seem 
to put people at more risk. 

Addiction and choice
Many of us regularly in-

dulge in drugs of abuse, 
such as alcohol or nicotine. 
We may even occasionally 
overindulge. But, in most 
cases, this doesn’t qualify 
as addiction. This is, in 
part, because we manage to 
regain balance and choose 
alternative rewards like 
spending time with family 
or enjoyable drug-free hob-
bies.

However, for those sus-
ceptible to excessive “want-
ing,” it may be difficult 
to maintain that balance. 
Once researchers figure 
out what makes an individ-
ual susceptible to develop-
ing a hyperreactive “want-
ing” system, we can help 
doctors better manage the 
risk of exposing a patient to 
drugs with such potent ad-
dictive potential. 

In the meantime, many 
of us should reframe how 
we think about addiction. 
Our lack of understanding 
of what predicts the risk 
of addiction means that it 
could just as easily have af-
fected you or me. In many 
cases, the individual suffer-
ing from addiction doesn’t 
lack the willpower to quit 
drugs. They know and see 
the pain and suffering that 
it creates around them. 
Addiction simply creates a 
craving that’s often strong-
er than any one person 
could overcome alone. 

That’s why people bat-
tling addiction deserve our 
support and compassion, 
rather than the distrust and 
exclusion that our society 
too often provides.

Reflections for a New Year By Roberto Savio 

I
n a world shaken by 
so many problems, 
it is difficult to look 
at 2020 and not 

make some kind of holistic 
analysis. While enormous 
progress has been made on 
many fronts, it is clear that 
the tide has turned, and we 
are now entering - or have 
already entered - a new low 
point in the history of hu-
mankind..

Today, we face an unprec-
edented existential threat 
brought about by the cli-
mate crisis. According to sci-
entists, we have until 2030 
to stop climate change, after 
which human conditions 
will be under several threats. 
Yet, we have just had a world 
conference in Madrid on cli-
mate change, which ended 
in nothing. Not only that, but 
since the beginning of the 
last decade, there has been 
a singular change of the re-
lations of politicians with 
climate. Climate has become 
not a scientific but a political 
issue, with a number of poli-
ticians of not minor weight, 
like Donald Trump, Jair Bol-
sonaro, Viktor Orban, Mat-
teo Salvini and Vladimir Pu-
tin arguing that there is no 
climate crisis. Some of them, 
like Australia prime minister 
Scott Morrison, take holi-
days in Hawaii even as fires 
have destroyed an area large 
as Belgium.

Since the end of the last 
decade, we have seen also 
another change in a vital en-
vironment: democracy. With 
the fall of Berlin Wall in 1989, 
everybody was told that the 
threat of communism had 
now gone. As Francis Fukuy-
ama famously wrote, it was 
the end of history. Capital-
ism and market would unify 
the world, and lift all boats, it 
was said at the time.

Then came the big financial 
crisis of 2008-2009 which cost 
governments (and therefore 
people) 12 trillion dollars and 
it became clear that only some 
boats were being lifted. Budget 
trimmings affected especially 
welfare, education and health, 
while at the same time some 
people were becoming fabu-
lously rich. World debt doubled, 
(it now stands at 325 trillion dol-
lars), and suddenly nationalis-
tic, xenophobic and right-wing 
parties sprouted everywhere. 
Before the crisis of 2009, there 
was only one, in France. Even 
Nordic countries, long-time 
symbol of civism and tolerance 
saw the arrival of extreme right-
wing governments.

The thirty years between 
the fall of Berlin Wall and the 
financial crisis, left a culture of 
competition, individualism and 
loss of values - a culture of greed. 
And the ten years between 
that crisis of and our incoming 
decade saw the rise of a culture 
of fear. Immigration became the 
catalyst We were being invaded, 
Islam was not compatible with 
our society, our jobs were being 

stolen, crime and drugs were 
coming in and the same leaders 
who do not believe in climate 
change became the guardians of 
Christianity, enacting restrictive 
laws to the applause of citizens, 
regardless of human rights. 
In the last two decades, trade 
unions have become irrelevant, 
and laws have been introduced 
that support the making of 
jobs precarious and reductions 
in social protection. People 
started having fear, looking at 
the uncertain future of their 
children.

Historians affirm that the 
two main engines of change in 
history are greed and fear. We 
enter the decade of the 2020s 
with both. Worse, many analysts 
believe we do so with hate.

The fact is that two flags that 
we thought had been discarded 
by history are making a 
comeback.

One is the flag ‘in the name 
of God’. We think of ISIS and Al 
Qaeda, but this is the basis of the 
image of Putin, Orban, Trump, 
Bolsonaro and Salvini. The use 
of religion by the right wing 
has been able to rally the poor. 

Theologian Juan Josè Tamayo 
has called politicians with bible 
in hand the Christo-neo-fascist 
alliance. In the last elections 
in Costa Rica, evangelical 
pastor Fabricio Alvarado won 
with a campaign based on the 
defence of Christian values and 
neoliberalism, against abortion 
and the paganism coming from 
Europe. This is precisely the 
electoral theme of Orban in 
Hungary, Kacynsky in Poland 
and Putin in Russia.

In Brazil, the evangelical 
church was vital in getting 
Bolsonaro elected. In El 
Salvador, the new president 
Nayib Bukele asked an extreme 
right-wing evangelical pastor 
to offer a prayer during his 
inaugural ceremony, and 
there is a draft law that would 
make the Bible compulsory 
reading in all schools. You will 
all remember how, after the 
overthrow of Eva Morales by 
the army, the new president of 
Bolivia Jeanine Áñez and her 
supporters went around with 
a bible in their hands at all 
ceremonies.

And let us not forget that 

Trump was elected because of 
the support of the evangelical 
church, which has 40 million 
faithful. He moved the US 
embassy to Jerusalem to get 
their support. Evangelicals 
believe that when Israel will 
recover all the territory of the 
biblical time, Christ will come to 
earth for a second time, and they 
will be the only ones that will be 
rewarded. The other country 
which moved its embassy to 
Jerusalem, Guatemala, was also 
the result of the move of an 
evangelical president.

Theologian Tamayo speaks 
of an international of hate: 
hate against gender equality, 
against LGTBs, against abortion, 
against immigrants. Those 
who propagate hate defend 
reinforcement of the patriarchal 
family, the submission of 
women, they despise what is 
not traditional, they mistrust 
science and statistics, they 
deny climate change, and they 
hate Muslims, Jews and blacks. 
What is being totally ignored 
in all this is the problem of 
social inequalities, the growing 
economic gap for reasons of 
ethnicity, culture, gender, social 
class, sexual identity, and so on.

Tamayo observes that this is 
becoming a new international 
movement, which is now 
coming to Europe, as the recent 
Spanish elections show. Vox, 
the extreme right-wing party, 
created just four years ago, now 
has 52 seats in the Parliament, 
and is the third largest party, 
like AFD in Germany. The party 
of Italy’s Salvini, with his rosary 
beads, has become the number 
one party, and he could become 
prime minister at any moment. 
And we know well of the very 
large conservative front against 
the Pope in the Catholic Church 
which also wants to save 

traditions, is against LGBTs, is 
for a patriarchal family, etc., etc. 
All this is about using religion, 
fear and hate for political gains.

And what about the flag ‘in 
the name of the nation’? Well, 
the best example is Benjamin 
Netanyahu who has passed a 
law which makes being a Jew 
the requisite for Israeli citizen-
ship. This is how Narendra 
Modi in India is trying to de-
prive Muslims (170 million) of 
Indian citizenship; it is how 
the government in Myanmar is 
treating over one million Roh-
ingyas. Those cases join religion 
with the fight against minorities 
and different religions in the 
name of the nation. China has 
now launched a campaign for a 
Chinese dream (also persecut-
ing Uighur Muslim minorities). 
This is exactly the same strat-
egy as that of Trump, who calls 
for the American dream. The 
United States has no allies, and 
anybody who makes money 
in trade with the United States 
is an adversary, be it Canada 
or Germany. “America First”, 
which in fact means “America 
Alone”.

So, the flags “in the name of 
God” and “in the name of the 
Nation” frequently overlap. 
Italian political scientist and 
economist Riccardo Petrella ob-
serves that in recent decades, a 
third flag has appeared with a 
large audience: ‘in the name of 
money”, and also that in the last 
two decades corruption has be-
come another universal coun-
tervalue.

In its last report, Transpar-
ency International, the or-
ganisation which fights and de-
nounces corruption, analyses 
how corruption is weakening 
democracy. Freedom House, 
a conservative US foundation, 
found that since 2006, 113 coun-

tries have seen a net decline in 
their freedom score, while only 
62 have seen some improve-
ment. The Economist says that 
democracy was stagnating in 
2018, after three consecutive 
years of deterioration. Of the 
62 countries which transitioned 
from authoritarian rule to some 
form of democracy, in the last 
quarter of the 20th century, half 
of them have seen their level 
of democracy stagnate or even 
falter. Transparency interna-
tional highlights that while fight 
against corruption is high on 
the populists’ platform, when 
in power they tend to weaken 
democratic institutions, and en-
gage into corruption like their 
predecessors. It cites the cases 
of various country, from Guate-
mala to Turkey, from the United 
States to Poland and Hungary. 
When corruption seeps into the 
democratic system it corrupts 
leaders. Economic corruption 
has increased in the last forty 
years, after the “greed is good” 
campaign, as the market has 
substituted man as the centre 
of society. It reaches the entire 
public sector, besides obviously 
the private sector.

Two-thirds of humankind 
now have no trust in police and 
other public services, because 
they are considered corrupt, 
and they believe that corrup-
tion is so diffuse that it cannot 
be eliminated.

We have become accustomed 
to hearing about corruption in 
the last two decades, because 
it is in the news every day. We 
have slowly become trained to 
look as natural things that are at 
all no natural: a good sign of the 
extent to which we have lost a 
moral compass.

If you ask children today if 
wars and poverty are natural, 
they will probably answer yes. 
And, as adolescents, they will 
also probably consider corrup-
tion as natural.
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Cross-continent networking to improve African climate models
 By Leonie Joubert 

T
HE computer models which scientists 
use to project future shifts in climate 
have mainly been developed by sci-
entists outside of Africa.

Scientists therefore have limited understand-
ing of how these tools represent the conditions 
that are unique to different regions on the Afri-
can continent.

A new network of climate scientists in Africa 
and the United Kingdom hopes to address this, 
by fast-tracking model development which will 
improve the understanding of how these tools 
represent climate processes in African regions. 
These researchers will collaborate through the 
Climate Model Evaluation Hub for Africa.

The ultimate goal of this work is to give policy 
makers in Africa improved climate information, 
which can better support them in their regions 
in order to respond to changing climatic condi-
tions resulting from human-driven carbon emis-
sions and rising global temperatures.

According to Dr Rachel James, researcher at 
Oxford University’s School of Geography and 
the Environment (SoGE), the Climate Model 
Evaluation Hub for Africa is ‘people-centred’ and 
aims to connect African experts in weather and 
climate, with climate modelling centres inter-
nationally. The collaboration will allow them to 
work together to test how the digital simulation 
models represent African climate.

The first phase of the initiative, called Launch-
PAD (Priority on African Diagnostics), is under-
way. This will allow scientists to develop climate 
model evaluation tools, which can be automated 
across the newest generation of climate models, 
quickly providing more information about how 
models represent African regions.

 By Stephanie Achieng’

THE death rate of children 
within 24 hours of undergoing 
surgery is about 100 times higher 
in Kenya compared to those in 
high-income countries, a study 
says.

Researchers say that in many 
low- and middle-income coun-
tries, about 85 per cent of chil-
dren will need surgery before 
reaching their 15th birthday but 
there is limited data on deaths re-
sulting from surgery in hospitals 
prior to their discharge.

According to the study pub-
lished in the December 2019 is-
sue of Anesthesiology, research-
ers collected information on the 
deaths of children admitted to 
24 Kenyan hospitals for opera-
tions, and followed them for up 
to seven days while the children 
remained in hospital.

“The study shows that perio-
perative mortality rate [deaths 
from surgeries that occur prior 
to hospital discharge] for chil-
dren is around one per cent [in 
24 hours] which is 100-200 times 
higher than in high-resourced 
countries such as in the United 
States,” says Mark W. Newton, the 
study’s lead author and a paediat-
ric anaesthesiologist at the Mon-
roe Carell Jr. Children’s Hospital 
at Vanderbilt in the United States.

“A surgeon wears gloves to 
avoid infection. We now need to 
say that to save lives, the surgical 
team must use the checklist.”

Susane Nabulindo 
Masakhwe,Kenyatta National Re-
ferral Hospital

He said mortality rates were 
higher in primary hospitals com-
pared to secondary and tertiary 
hospitals, which tend to treat 
people with more severe medical 
problems that require special-
ised knowledge.

From January 2014 to Decem-
ber 2016, researchers collected 
data on 6,005 surgery cases in-
volving children from birth up to 
18 years old. Researchers looked 
at surgery-related deaths within 
24 hours, 48 hours and seven 
days of the children undergoing 
surgery.

Around one per cent died with-
in 48 hours and almost two per 
cent died within seven days, the 
study says. Failing to perform a 
safe surgery checklist was linked 
to increased seven-day periop-

erative death rates.
Newton tells SciDev.Net: “Using 

the WHO safe surgery checklist 
will directly save lives of children 
who have surgery.”’

The checklist has information 
on how the surgical team should 
interact with patients prior to 
and immediately after surgery. 
For example, it includes a need 
for the surgical team to confirm 
patients’ identities, review surgi-
cal plans, record the procedures 
and discuss recovery plans.

Susane Nabulindo Masakhwe, 
a co-author and a consultant an-
aesthesiologist at the Kenyatta 
National Referral Hospital in Ken-
ya, says: “Most hospitals in Africa 
do not use the checklist. We must 
advocate and even demand that 
the checklist is used before each 
case.

“A surgeon wears gloves to 
avoid infection. We now need to 
say that to save lives, the surgical 
team must use the checklist,” she 
says.

checklist
The researchers say that the 

study may be helpful in estab-
lishing paediatric surgical care 
systems in low–middle income 
countries and develop research 
pathways addressing interven-
tions that will assist in decreasing 
mortality rate.

Zipporah Wangui Ngumi, an-
other co-author of the study, an 
anaesthetist and an associate 
professor at the University of Nai-
robi’s College of Health Science in 
Kenya, says: “In Africa we do not 
have enough trained paediatric 
anaesthesiologists, consultants 
specialising in caring for children 
during surgery. There is a need 
for baseline data so that we can 
now have targets to improve over 
the next ten years.”

Joel Lesan, a Kenya-based con-
sultant paediatric surgeon, tells 
SciDev.Net that the study raises 
a fundamental problem in the re-
gion that needs to be looked into 
urgently.  “Perioperative mortal-
ity in paediatrics in low-income 
countries is high and reasons for 
the high mortality include [lack 
of ] finances, facilities and aware-
ness at society level, and limita-
tion of skills,” he explains.  “The 
way forward is to continuously 
aim at improving on the available 
services… and awareness at soci-
ety level.”

Child surgery deaths 
in Kenya ‘100 times 
higher’ than US

By Kendall Daniels

IN 2006, more than 400 chil-
dren under the age of 5 died dur-
ing an outbreak of diarrheal dis-
ease in Botswana. In what was a 
25-fold increase in diarrheal dis-
ease mortality for this age group, 
citizens of the country were dev-
astated.

For 10 years, Kathy Alexander, 
a professor of fish and wildlife 
conservation in the College of 
Natural Resources and Envi-
ronment at Virginia Tech and 
the founder of Conservation 
of African Resources: Animals, 
Communities, and Land Use 
(CARACAL), has been research-
ing similar diarrheal disease out-
breaks at a national level to de-
termine if there are correlations 
between certain atmospheric 
conditions, local environmental 
variables, and diarrhea rates in 
the Chobe District of Botswana.

With the help of Jeffrey Sha-
man, of Columbia University, 
and Alexandra Heaney, of the 
University of California Berkeley, 
Alexander discovered an aston-
ishing and robust link between 
environmental change and envi-
ronmental dynamics, which ties 
human health to the health of 
the ecosystem. With this knowl-

edge, researchers will be able to 
predict when diarrheal disease 
will reoccur.

Their findings were recently 
published in Nature Communi-
cations.

When observing previous 
studies in Botswana, Alexander 
learned that certain weather 
conditions coincided with di-
arrheal disease rates in Africa, 
but results were only limited to 
cholera, an infectious disease 
caused by Vibrio cholerae. And 
in Botswana, under-5 diarrhea is 
caused by a host of pathogens—
Shigella, Salmonella, Crypto-
sporidium, Giardia lamblia, 
rotavirus, and norovirus. Ac-
cordingly, Alexander’s research 
focused on the environmental 
linkages between diarrheal dis-
ease and these pathogens that 
are pertinent to the region.

For their study, Alexander and 
her collaborators looked to the 
Chobe District, which is home 
to the Chobe River, the only 
permanent surface water that 
can be found in 12,000 square 
kilometers. Notably, it is also the 
only source of drinking water for 
eight villages, making it a vital lo-
cation for diarrheal studies.

Over 10 years, there were 
around 11,000 cases of diarrhea 

in children under 5-years-old 
in the Chobe District. With case 
reports peaking annually in the 
wet season and again in the dry 
season, researchers were able 
to determine that certain hydro-
meteorological conditions were 
directly responsible for these 
outbreaks.

El Niño-Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO) is an ocean-atmosphere 
system that causes temperature 
and precipitation fluctuations 
across the world. El Niño and 
La Niña are the two extremes of 
ENSO conditions, which alter-
nate every three to seven years.

During La Niña, researchers 
found that the combination of 
cooler conditions and above-av-
erage rainfall contributed to in-
creased flooding, which, in turn, 
increased the concentrations of 
organic material and diarrhea-
causing pathogens within the 
Chobe River.

El Niño conditions had the op-
posite effect on the climate and 
precipitation of the region. With 
warmer conditions and lower 
river levels, researchers noticed 
that there was a unique connec-
tion to be made with sediment 
and the dominant animals of the 
region—elephants.

In a previous paper, Alexan-

der had concluded that Chobe’s 
elephant populations, which 
happen to be the highest in the 
world, compress along river 
fronts to access the only surface 
water within 12,000 square kil-
ometers, the Chobe River. With 
such a large density of wildlife, 
sediment and fecal matter are 
carried downstream, toward the 
district’s water treatment plants.

“If you have dirt in your wa-
ter, you can’t kill your bacteria. 
It hides in the dirt. In one day, 
you can have a flux of over 50 
percent change in sediment lev-
els. Couple that with poor water 
infrastructure and unreliable 
electricity going to the water 
pumps, and the water sits in the 
water pipes. And then bacteria 
grow in those water pipes. So, 
you can see, it’s not usually just 
one thing. It’s like a whole house 
of cards,” said Alexander.

Overall, Alexander sees a long 
journey ahead. With its many 
facets, conquering childhood 
diarrhea is not an easy task. Al-
though Botswana has the nec-
essary infrastructure, advanced 
technology, and knowledge 
about water-borne pathogens, 
the country is still hit hard by di-
arrheal disease biannually. One 
of the first steps of disease eradi-

cation involves spreading aware-
ness and realigning cultural and 
social perceptions, which can 
turn the tide significantly.

“Diarrhea is not a big, com-
plicated issue,” Alexander ex-
plained. “But it is, in so many 
ways, when you’re trying to in-
tegrate cultural limitations and 
people’s perceptions of what 
they need to do and what they 
should do, with infrastructure 
and what you have and what you 
should have, with medical facili-
ties and what you have and what 
you don’t have. If you’ve got five 
doctors and 20,000 people, how 
much can you do? What are the 
tools that you can use in those 
environments? That’s what we 
are really working toward trying 
to figure out.”

Alexander is an advocate of 
“One Health,” a concept that 
recognizes that human health 
is directly proportional to the 
health of the environment and 
its creatures. One Health takes 
a bottom-up approach and puts 
education at the forefront. In 
fact, 12 schools within the Chobe 
District are taking part in a pro-
gram that teaches them to take 
care of their environment and, 
ultimately, themselves.

Researchers develop predictive tools to tackle childhood diarrheal disease outbreaks

The evaluation analysis is being done 
by ten early-career researchers, and all 
regarded as emerging leaders in climate 
science. They are based at the Kwame Nk-
rumah University of Science and Technol-
ogy in Ghana, the University of Cape Town 
in South Africa, the University of Nairobi in 
Kenya, and the University of Yaoundé I in 
Cameroon. These researchers are working 
with a leadership team across these four 
African universities, SoGE, and the Met Of-

fice in the United Kingdom, as well as a re-
searcher and software engineer in Oxford.

The idea of creating this network to help 
improve climate model analysis for Africa 
was led by Dr Cath Senior at the Met Office, 
and emerged after a few years of concep-
tualising the initiative, explains Dr Rachel 
James, who is the Co-Investigator and coor-
dination lead for LaunchPAD. This evolved 
from collaborative work under the IMPALA 
research consortium that is part of Future 

Climate for Africa (FCFA).
Part of the FCFA work has allowed re-

searchers in African universities and in 
the UK to improve understanding of how 
these models represent the forces driving 
climate over Africa. For instance, by com-
paring observed data from weather sta-
tions and satellites in East Africa with ex-
isting climate models, Dr Joseph Mutemi at 
the University of Nairobi has showed that 
during East African short rain season, the 

modelled winds over the Indian Ocean were flowing in the 
wrong direction. This provides a clue for those working to 
improve the model.

LaunchPAD is funding further work in this area. This pro-
cess of model evaluation is based on climate model experi-
ments which have been run by climate modelling centres 
worldwide to represent present day conditions. Data from 
these experiments are available online, researchers com-
pare the different grid outputs from the models with what 
is happening in the ‘real world’, using observations from 
weather stations and satellites.

Another example of model evaluation that is already 
underway is the work of Malagasy oceanographer Dr Ron-
dro Barimalala. Barimalala is one of the hub’s early career 
researchers, who is also part of the FCFA team based at the 
University of Cape Town. She is helping refine the models by 
testing them to see how much the profile of Madagascar im-
pacts on cloud and storm formation over the subcontinent, 
linked with air movement from the Indian Ocean.

Barimalala’s skills in model refinement have opened up 
the opportunity for her to join the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) as part of its panel of scientists 
who are compiling the next global summary on the state of 
climate science. This will be published in 2022 in the IPCC’s 
Sixth Assessment Report. She is a lead author on the section 
of the report, which uses climate modelling processes to bet-
ter understand the human causes of climate change.

In LaunchPAD, Barimalala will develop her analysis of the 
Mozambique Channel Trough into an evaluation tool, which 
is automated to run across many different climate models. 
This will give more information about how different models 
represent this part of the world. The results will be available 
online, including on the LaunchPAD website.

The Climate Model Evaluation Hub is designed to be a 
longer-term initiative. As this short first phase of funding ap-
proaches its end in August 2020, the team will host a work-
shop with the wider African climate science community to 
create a strategy for the next phase of the hub. 

Kathleen Alexander, professor of fish and wildlife conservation and founder of the Centre for Conservation of African Resources: Animals, Communities, and Land Use, and 
College of Natural Resources and Environment graduate student Carol Anne Nichols are seen conducting a water quality study on the Chobe River in Botswana.
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I
f perpetrators of cor-
ruption are not held 
accountable and they 
continue to act with 

impunity, South Africa will 
soon be joining the ranks of 
countries like Somalia and 
Syria, which have the worst 
human rights records. 

It was pleasing to me as 
an ordinary citizen to read 
in November 2019 the writ-
ing by Peter Hain, who said, 
“While the NPA begins roll-
ing out prosecutions over 
State Capture, it is worth 
looking at ways to recover 
stolen loot to help plug the 
huge gap in public finances 
created by corruption”. 

The UN General Assem-
bly’s Transforming our 
world: the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development of 
2015 requires states to “sub-
stantially reduce corrup-
tion and bribery in all their 
forms” by 2030. Let me state 
from the outset that the UN 
here espouses what may be 
regarded as a human rights-
based approach to corrup-
tion, which as noted by Ceci-
ly Rose has its limitations 
[See Rose, The Limitations 
of a Human Rights Approach 
to Corruption, 65 Interna-
tional and Comparative Law 
Quarterly (2016) 405, at 417]. 

South Africa is a classic 
example of how corruption 
and other corrupt activities 
impede the achievement of 
human development and 
the promotion of human 
rights in general. Such cor-
rupt activities are at the cen-
tre of the consistent lower 
ranking of South Africa 
on Transparency Interna-
tional’s Corruption Percep-
tions Index. If perpetrators 
of corruption are not held 
accountable and continue 
to act with impunity, South 
Africa will soon be joining 
the ranks of countries like 
Somalia and Syria with the 
worst human rights record. 

In addition to the view 
by Hain, legal practitioners 
must also be held account-
able for their corruption and 
corrupt activities in the same 
way we need to have global 
banks, and corporates be-
ing held accountable. First, 
just like the judiciary, which 
must be held accountable, 
legal practitioners play a ma-
jor role in society. Second, 
as a society, we expect legal 
practitioners to be immune 
to corruption. Third, re-
ports over the years, includ-
ing revelations relating to 
State Capture, suggests that 
legal practice corruption 
and money-laundering may 
be a significant problem in 
South Africa. Legal practice 
may wittingly or unwittingly 
have contributed to State 
Capture. Fourth, corruption 

takes many forms and nu-
ances within a legal practice. 
Client-lawyer privilege can 
be abused by legal practi-
tioners as a cloak to perpe-
trate corruption. So too are 
trust accounts used by legal 
practitioners to launder cor-
ruptly received money. 

As noted by Hamman 
and Koen [Cave Pecuniam: 
Lawyers as Launderers 2012 
Potchefstroom Electronic 
Law Journal 69], “the attor-
ney’s trust account, which 
was conceived as the beacon 
of unblemished lawyering 
integrity, becomes the vehi-
cle of squalid criminality”. 
Legal practitioners acting 
as intermediaries in govern-
ment business provide a fer-
tile ground for corruption. 
Outsourcing of legal briefs 
makes it easy for corrupt 
practices to fester. Generally, 
the receiving of gifts, palm 
greasing, the granting of fa-
vours, and other actions by 
or involving legal practition-
ers can create the appear-
ance of corruption. 

The need for accountabil-
ity, a commitment to fight-
ing corruption and integrity 
of the legal practise in South 
Africa can never be over-
emphasised. The four core 
principles that guide legal 
practice and accountability 
are: professional integrity, 
independence, client-lawyer 
confidentiality and avoid-
ance of conflicts of interest. 
Legal practitioners should 
know and/or ought to know 
that corruption and related 
activities risk undermining 
the integrity of the legal pro-
fession. 

Yet there is no shortage of 
reports and many instances 
of corruption and/or related 
acts of criminality and mis-
conduct by legal practition-
ers. Consider, for example, 
media headlines such as: 
“State Capture: Top law firm 
linked to Transnet ‘bribery’ 
scandal”. Some legal prac-
titioners and legal schol-
ars may want to insist that 
criminal wrongdoings in 
their profession are not rife. 
The irrefutable reality is that 
what was once called a no-
ble profession is no longer 
as innocent and noble as we 
would like it to be known for. 

Indications are that the le-
gal profession has lost some 
parts of its ethical and moral 
compass. The thinking is 
now prominently about fi-
nancial gain and wealth. Law 
and justice are no longer a 
key consideration for some 
legal practitioners. Put sim-
ply, the articulation by legal 
practitioners of law, justice, 
due process, social justice, 
ethics, accountability and 
integrity of the legal practice 
is steadily diminishing. 

A typical example is a case 
heard in the High Court in 

   
   

   
  

Corruption could undermine the integrity of SA’s legal profession

Grahamstown, that involved a 
claim by one Zama Mfengwana 
against the Road Accident Fund 
[See Mfengwana v Road Accident 
Fund (1753/2015) [2016] ZAECGHC 
159; 2017 (5) SA 445 (ECG) (15 De-
cember 2016)]. In this case, the 
contingency fee agreement be-
tween Mfengwana and the attor-
ney was found to be unconsciona-
ble and abusive; an over-reaching 
agreement by the attorney. Read-
ing the judgment and the learned 
judge’s observations on the agree-
ment I was reminded of a quota-
tion attributed to Henry Peter 
Brougham, an English politi-
cian who said that, “A lawyer is a 
learned gentleman who rescues 
your estate from your enemies 
and keeps it himself.” 

In the Mfengwana v Road Acci-
dent Fund case, Judge Clive Plas-
ket said: “[27] This is yet another 
case in which an attorney – an of-
ficer of the court who is supposed 
to act with integrity and comply 
with the highest ethical standards 
– is guilty of an attempt to grossly 
overreach his client or rapacious 
and unconscionable conduct. Un-
fortunately, in this jurisdiction, 
this is a problem that is all too 
common. That said, however, it 
seems to me that the problems in 
relation to contingency fee agree-
ments that come to the attention 
of the courts are, in all likelihood, 
but the tip of the iceberg.” 

Also important to note is that 
Plasket noted with concern the 
prevalence of corruption in the 
legal practice, and implored the 
Legal Practice Council (hereinaf-
ter LPC) to act accordingly. Hav-
ing perused the contingency fee 
agreement, the judge said: “[29] 
This is all cause for grave con-
cern and, if I am correct, a mani-
festation of endemic corruption 
embedded in the attorneys’ pro-
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interest. Economist Ian Sen-
ior defined corruption as an 
action to (a) secretly provide 
(b) a good or a service to a 
third party (c) so that he or 
she can influence certain 
actions which (d) benefit 
the corrupt, a third party, 
or both (e) in which the 
corrupt agent has author-
ity.  World Bank economist 
Daniel Kaufmann,  extended 
the concept to include “le-
gal corruption” in which 
power is abused within the 
confines of the law—as those 
with power often have the 
ability to make laws for their 
protection. The effect of cor-
ruption in infrastructure is 
to increase costs and con-
struction time, lower the 
quality and decrease the 
benefit.  

Corruption can occur on 
different scales. Corruption 
ranges from small favors 
between a small number of 
people (petty corruption),  
to corruption that affects the 
government on a large scale 
(grand corruption), and cor-
ruption that is so prevalent 
that it is part of the everyday 
structure of society, includ-
ing corruption as one of 
the symptoms of organized 
crime. 

A number of indicators 
and tools have been devel-
oped which can measure dif-
ferent forms of corruption 
with increasing accuracy.  

Petty corruption
Petty corruption occurs 

at a smaller scale and takes 
place at the implementation 
end of public services when 
public officials meet the pub-
lic. For example, in many 
small places such as registra-
tion offices, police stations, 
state licensing boards,  and 
many other private and gov-
ernment sectors. 

Grand corruption
Grand corruption is de-

fined as corruption occur-
ring at the highest levels of 
government in a way that 
requires significant subver-
sion of the political, legal 
and economic systems. 
Such corruption is com-
monly found in countries 
with authoritarian or dicta-
torial governments but also 
in those without adequate 
policing of corruption.  

The government system 
in many countries is divided 
into the legislative, execu-
tive and judicial branches 
in an attempt to provide in-
dependent services that are 
less subject to grand corrup-
tion due to their independ-
ence from one another.  

Systemic corruption
Systemic corruption (or 

endemic corruption)  is cor-
ruption which is primarily 
due to the weaknesses of an 
organization or process. It 
can be contrasted with in-
dividual officials or agents 
who act corruptly within the 
system. 

Factors which encour-
age systemic corruption 
include conflicting incen-
tives, discretionary powers; 
monopolistic powers; lack 
of transparency; low pay; 
and a culture of impunity.  
Specific acts of corruption 
include “bribery, extortion, 
and embezzlement” in a 
system where “corruption 
becomes the rule rather 
than the exception.”  Schol-
ars distinguish between 
centralized and decentral-
ized systemic corruption, 
depending on which level of 
state or government corrup-
tion takes place; in countries 
such as the Post-Soviet states 
both types occur.[16] Some 
scholars argue that there is 
a negative duty[clarification 
needed] of western govern-
ments to protect against 
systematic corruption of un-
derdeveloped governments.
[17][18] 

fession. For this reason, I 
intend requesting the Regis-
trar of this court to deliver a 
copy of this judgment to the 
Cape Law Society so that it, 
as custodian of the ethical 
standards of the profession 
in the public interest, may 
consider ways and means of 
stopping the rot. 

“It is the duty of the LPC 
in terms of section 5(b) of 
the Legal Practice Act, for 
instance, to ‘ensure that 
fees charged by legal prac-
titioners for legal services 
rendered are reasonable 
and promote access to legal 
services, thereby enhancing 
access to justice.’ The LPC 
also has a duty in terms of 
section 5(g) of the Act to ‘de-
termine, enhance and main-
tain appropriate standards 
of professional practice and 
ethical conduct of all legal 
practitioners and all candi-
date legal practitioners.’ ” 

In her acceptance speech 
on 4 February 2018 as the 
new National Director of 
Public Prosecutions (NDPP), 
Shamila Batohi commit-
ted the NPA to ensuring 
accountability for corrup-
tion activities. She famously 
stated: “We in the NPA have 
important work to do, which 
includes devoting our ef-
forts to holding accountable 
those who have corrupted 
our institutions, who have 
betrayed the public good 
and the values of our Con-
stitution for private gain, 
especially those in the most 
privileged positions of gov-
ernment and corporate 
power.” 

Noteworthy is that Batohi 
reminded members of the 
NPA that they are lawyers 
and that society has lost trust 
in lawyers, which needs to 
be restored. The speech was 
preceded by her media pres-
entation on 1 February 2018 
where she proclaimed the 
following famous warning: 

“Perpetrators of corrup-
tion and crime within the 
state and private sector – re-
gardless of who you are, how 
rich you are and what posi-
tion you hold – your days 
of acting with impunity are 
numbered.” 

The same hardline mes-
sage against corruption was 
carried by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his 7 Febru-
ary 2019 State of the Nation 
Address. The president ex-
pressed excitement at the 
appointment of Batohi as 
the person who will, “lead 
the revival of the NPA and to 
strengthen our fight against 
crime and corruption”. 

One hopes that 2020 will 
be the start of us seeing the 
fruits of having revived the 
NPA and having initiated the 
many commissions on cor-

ruption, maladministration 
and mismanagement. Insti-
tutions like the NPA must 
shift their gears from less 
talk and promises to action 
and consequences. A clear 
example must be set that 
we are a society and country 
committed to zero tolerance 
of corruption. Law firms and 
individual legal practition-
ers who are suspected of 
corruption must be investi-
gated and prosecuted. 

So far, the question relat-
ing to what point the revela-
tions at the Zondo Commis-
sion should be followed by 
the NPA has not been fully 
addressed. But there is no 
such need because the insti-
tution of the commission did 
not suspend the mandate of 
the NPA. Furthermore, the 
prosecutorial activities of 
those appearing before the 
commission are not contin-
gent on the outcomes and 
report of the NPA. The NPA 
still has its exclusive author-
ity and prosecutorial inde-
pendence. The paucity of 
the clear and loud voice of 
our LPC and law societies 
against alleged corruption 
by law firms and legal prac-
titioners is deafening. In my 
view, the LPC and the differ-
ent law societies must play 
a visible role as the primary 
enforcers of integrity in the 
legal provision. These insti-
tutions must publicly con-
demn corruption by legal 
practitioners as an unforgiv-
able act of misconduct that 
legal practitioners must be 
held accountable for. 

The Legal Practice Act 14 
of 2014 seeks among other 
things to, “ensure the ac-
countability of the legal 
profession to the public”. 
Relating to processes of both 
the NPA and the LPC respec-
tively, the allegations of cor-
ruption that lead to negative 
findings against law firms 
and legal practitioners must 
be met with appropriate 
sanctions, and remedies. For 
example, not only should a 
law firm be blacklisted for 
doing work with the govern-
ment; individuals involved 
should carry the blacklist-
ing no matter where they 
go. This would mean that 
a lawyer who leaves firm A 
for firm B under the cloud 
of corruption allegations 
will extend the blacklisting 
to firm B. The benefit of this 
approach is that individuals 
will not be able to cleanse 
their corruption shadow by 
joining new firms or open-
ing new firms. 

These two sentences from 
the preamble of the Code of 
Professional Ethics adopted 
by the American Bar Asso-
ciation in 1808, which I re-
gard as resonating with our 

legal profession, should be 
restated by the LPC at every 
opportunity available: “The 
future of our republic, to a 
great extent, depends upon 
our maintenance of justice 
pure and unsullied. It can-
not be so maintained unless 
the conduct and motives of 
the members of our profes-
sion are such as to merit the 
approval of all just men.”

 Professor Dr Omphemet-
se S Sibanda is a Professor 
of Law at the Faculty of 
Management and Law at 
the University of Limpopo. 
He is a former employee of 
Unisa and worked for Unisa 
College of Law for 16 years 
since 2002. He holds a Doc-
tor of Laws (in International 
Economic Law), studied at 
the North West University, a 
Master of Laws from George-
town University Law Centre, 
United States; LLB (Hon) and 
B Juris from the then Vista 
University, Soweto Campus.

 Corruption is a form 
of dishonesty or criminal 
offense undertaken by a 
person or organiSation en-
trusted with a position of 
authority, to acquire illicit 
benefit or abuse power for 
one’s private gain. Corrup-
tion may include many ac-
tivities including bribery 
and embezzlement, though 
it may also involve practices 
that are legal in many coun-
tries.  Political corruption 
occurs when an office-hold-
er or other governmental 
employee acts in an official 
capacity for personal gain. 
Corruption is most com-
monplace in kleptocracies, 
oligarchies, narco-states and 
mafia states.  

Corruption can occur on 
different scales. Corruption 
ranges from small favors 
between a small number of 
people (petty corruption),  
to corruption that affects 
the government on a large 
scale (grand corruption), 
and corruption that is so 
prevalent that it is part of 
the everyday structure of 
society, including corrup-
tion as one of the symptoms 
of organized crime. Corrup-
tion and crime are endemic 
sociological occurrences 
which appear with regular 
frequency in virtually all 
countries on a global scale 
in varying degree and pro-
portion. Individual nations 
each allocate domestic re-
sources for the control and 
regulation of corruption and 
crime. Strategies to counter 
corruption are often sum-
marized under the umbrella 
term anti-corruption. 

 Stephen D. Morris,[3] a 
professor of politics, wrote 
that political corruption is 
the illegitimate use of public 
power to benefit a private 



By Correspondent Felix 
Andrew

T
HE government has 
retaliated to provide 
free certification 
services for three 

years for the Small and Medium 
Entrepreneurs (SMEs) who 
have been granted with a mark 
of quality license under special 
programme.

This was said over the 
weekend in Dar es Salaam, 
by the Director General of 
Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
(TBS), Dr Athuman Ngenya, 
during a ceremony to grant 
license, tested products, 
system certification and license 
extension of 96 manufacturers 
including 27 SMEs.

Ngenya said the decision 
was taken to support SMEs 
so that they become big 
business men who can help in 

industrialization drive initiated 
by the government few years 
ago.

“All SMEs who have got 
their licenses today and 
other through a programme 
established by Small Industries 
Development Organization 
(SIDO) will receive free 
certification services for three 
years, he said.

Dr Ngenya, informed 
stakeholders on opportunities 
that are available after met 
standards requirements during 
production.

He said the organization 
certify quality of their products 
for three years without any 
payment to enable them access 
local and foreign market.

He noted the government 
has established the programme 
to enable SMEs to produce 
quality goods and expand 
market of their products.

He urged SMEs and other 
interested persons to make use 
of the opportunity especially 
during this time when the 
government has been insisting 
on industrial economy.

“TBS as facilitating institu-
tion it helps SMEs to certify 
their goods free of charge, it is 
better they do that in order to 
avoid unnecessary block to ac-
cess local and abroad markets”, 
said Dr Ngenya.

He said once they certify 
their goods it would help to 
produce sustainable products 
which would be sold any where 
including Zonal markets such 
as SADC.

Dr Ngenya explained that 
TBS aimed at supporting trad-
ers to conduct their activities 
for benefits of Tanzania, with-
out interfering legal affairs.

He also informed manufac-
turers on the changes of finan-

cial services act of 2019 which 
has added roles of TBS .The 
added roles are that of food 
safety and cosmetics which 
was earlier conducted by the 
former TFDA.

Speaking Awumsuri Mongi 
whose company Vision Control 
& Superintendence Limited 
was granted with System Certif-
icate, thanked the TBS for their 
cooperation.

“It has taken us a year to get 
this certificate, it would in-
crease trust to our clients and 
enable us to conduct our busi-
ness with required standards, 
“he said.

A manufacturer identified as 
Salem Kaman urged the bureau 
to conduct extensive education 
on its functions.

He said many entrepreneurs 
do not have enough informa-
tion regarding functions of the 
certification agencies.

“Most of us feared costs 
involved in obtaining qual-
ity mark license, we do not un-
derstand it is provided free of 
charge by TBS, we urge you to 
continue educating us on your 
roles, “he said.

He urged officials from TBS 
to help them in order to reach 
different markets.

“I urge you to abandon 
bureaucracy, we need you to 
serve us for a short time, he 
said. 

The government embarked 
on harmonization of the roles 
played by regulatory bodies 
aimed at addressing the 
challenges impeding business 
in the country.

Tanzania’s parliament has 
approved Finance Bill of 2019 
which will see harmonization 
of regulatory bodies’ roles 
which were overlapping or 
more less the same.
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BUSINESS Govt to offer free certification 
services for 3 years for SMEs

Lindi exceeds revenue 
collection targets in 
2018/19 financial year

AMCOS in  Kigoma Region appeal for 
loans to boost oil palm production

 NAIROBI

WOMEN are contributing more in 
households due to increased exposure 
to economic empowerment, cushioning 
their families from financial hardships.

The findings, in the latest report by a 
UN agency, indicates women globally are 
increasingly gaining access to resources 
earned through income, social protection 
and asset ownership.

The report by UN Women dubbed Pro-
gress of the World’s Women 2019-2020 
says this has triggered some shifts in the 
balance of power in homes, giving women 
greater economic security and weight in 
decision-making processes.

The report says the increased economic 
might by women is also helping them 
cushion their families from financial hard-
ship.

However, the report observes that de-
spite this progress, married women still 
contribute less in support of family duties.

“Even in developed countries where 
women’s gains have been more sweeping 
and sustained, those who live with a male 
partner still generally contribute less than 
half of the family income and accumulate 
an even smaller share of its wealth,” reads 
the report.

‘Motherhood penalties’ in the form of 
reduced employment rates and a pay-gap 
between women with and without chil-
dren are a persistent problem.

Further, single mothers who lack in-
come protection from a second earner, for 
example, face a much higher risk of pov-
erty compared to two-parent families.

The report, however, also recognises 
that while overall women’s access to eco-
nomic resources has improved, the dis-
tribution of unpaid care work remains 
largely unequal.

Compared to men, women do three 
times as much unpaid care and domestic 
work within families, with particularly 
stark inequalities in developing-country 
contexts, where access to time-saving in-
frastructure and public services is more 
limited.

On family size, the report notes that 
more women are voicing their concerns 
in reproductive matters such as childbear-
ing.

“Women are exercising greater agency 
and voice in decisions regarding whether 
and when to have children, and how many. 
In practical terms, smaller families can be 
less costly to maintain, and women’s care 
and domestic work burden within them 
may be smaller.”

The findings reveal that in some regions 
couples may be limiting the number of 
children they have in response to eco-
nomic conditions that make childrearing 
financially challenging or because in the 
absence of quality long-term care services, 
they also have older parents to care for.

Women, the report says, may also be 

choosing to have fewer children because 
men still do not do their fair share of un-
paid care and domestic work.

All over the world, birth rates are declin-
ing, the report notes, although the pace of 
change varies across regions.

In the past three decades, significant 
changes have occurred in whether, when 
and with whom women and men form in-
timate partnerships.

Delaying marriage, the report observes, 
has enabled women to complete their 
education, gain a stronger foothold in the 
labour market and support themselves fi-
nancially.

Cohabitation has also been on the rise 
with some regions registering an increas-
ing number of women opting out of mar-
riage altogether.

“These decisions can arise out of neces-
sity as much as choice when the cost of 
setting up a family for some couples is too 
high. It can also reflect women’s growing 
reluctance to enter into partnerships in 
which they are expected to take on a sub-
ordinate role,” the report says.

Rising divorce rates, the report notes, 
has been one of the most visible features 
of family change in most regions since the 
1980s. The liberalisation of divorce laws 
in some developed countries has led to 
lower rates of suicide by women, a lower 
incidence of reported domestic violence 
and fewer instances of women being mur-
dered by their spouses.

More women now cushioning families from financial hardships

By Guardian Correspondent, Kigoma

A COALITION of 13 Agricultural 
Marketing Cooperative Societies (AM-
COS) in Kigoma Region have asked the 
government to help them get loans 
from financial institutions to enable 
them engage in cultivation of the oil 
palm at large scale.

The request came after the AMCOS 
failed to secure loans from the Tanza-
nia Agricultural Development Bank 
(TADB) despite fulfilling the required 
conditions including opening ac-
counts and depositing money. 

Speaking over the weekend here, 
AMMCOS chairman Hussein Ally said 
when the Prime Minister Kassim Ma-
jaliwa visited the region last year to 
promote palm farming he wanted the 
AMCOS to unite with the farmers and 
asked the Bank to give them a loan to 
run their activities but so far no loan 
was disbursed.

“One of the conditions requested 
by TADB was to open an account and 
deposit the money as collateral and 
we contributed and deposited 10 per 
cent of the loan we requested, but so 
far nothing has been done” said Ally.

Another challenge, Ally said that 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

SUCCESS

  By Guardian Correspondent, Lindi

LINDI Region has exceeded the 
target of collecting 4.774bn/- from 
land tax, plots and farms sales in 
2018/19 financial year.

This was stated by the Regional Ex-
ecutive Secretary, Rehema Madenge 
as she presented the revenue collec-
tion report for the 2018/19 to Deputy 
Minister for Ministry of Lands, Hous-
ing and Human Settlement Develop-
ment, Angeline Mabula, during her 
visit to the region.

Madenge whose speech was read by 
Majid Myao, the regional economist 
said the revenue collections came 
from Lindi Municipal, Kilwa and 
Nachingwea councils that exceeded 
the set targets. 

She said during the period, the 
region was set to collect 2.870bn/- but 
for the period from July 2018 to June 
2019, it was able to collect 4.7bn/- 
which is equivalent to 166 per cent, 
while the Ruangwa, Liwale Lindi and 
Mtama fails to meet the target.

She further noted that Lindi 
Municipality lead by collecting 
2.982bn/- equivalent to 189 per cent, 

while the target was collecting 1.580/-
, followed by Kilwa which collected 
1bn/-.

 Nachingwea was set to collect 
1bn/- but afforded minimum of 181m/- 
equivalent to 181 per cent, Liwale 
collected 95.36m/- when they were 
supposed to collect 100m/-.

Speaking of land disputes, the 
Deputy Minister in the ministry of 
lands, Lands, Housing and Human 
Settlement Development, Angeline 
Mabula,  said already the region has 
formed a regional committees to hear 
and resolve disputes and grievances 
and compensation claims.

Mabula has called on all councils 
in the country to make sure that they 
pay the Central Government taxes.

She said council leads in evasion 
of central government taxes, despite 
being owners of various revenue 
sources, they have had problems with 
taxation from central government, 
while citing some of those sources 
including markets and bus stops.

 “They all collect taxes but they 
have been difficult to submit to the 
central government its taxes”, said 
Mabula.   

UN report says women globally are increasingly gaining access to resources earned through income, social protection and asset 
ownership. File photo.

 NAIROBI

KENYA Commercial Bank KCB 
Group has made a Sh5 billion capital 
injection into National Bank of Kenya 
(NBK), representing the largest such 
recapitalisation in Kenya’s banking 
history.

The fresh funding for the newly-
acquired subsidiary is expected to 
improve the liquidity of the struggling 
lender and allow it to mobilise 
deposits and extend more loans. 

The money will also shore up NBK’s 
hitherto inadequate capitalisation 
and fund its growth during the 

first two years when it will operate 
independently before merging with 
the country’s biggest bank by assets.

Last year, NBK’s capital slipped 
below the statutory 1 billion/- and 
remained so throughout quarter 
three of 2019 but the bank will now 
be compliant with central bank 
regulations after the injection of the 
new money.

Previous large industry deals have 
involved purchases of stakes with the 
most notable one being the recent 
5.1 billion/- Africinvest and Catalyst 
Principal Partners’ payment for a 24 
percent stake in Prime Bank. 

ASSISTANCE

was the availability of the improved oil palm 
seeds, which is known as 

Responding to the challenge of seed 
shortage, Director General of the Tanzania 

Agricultural Research Institute (TARI), Dr. 
Goefrey Mkamilo, praised the AMCOS in re-
sponse to the Prime Minister’s directive and 
that farmers from the AMCOS will be given 

free seedlings since they are well-
developed at the institute.

Dr Mkamilo, who is also the 
Country Coordinator for oil palm 
crop said the farmers would be giv-
en free seedlings that were already 
produced in the local Councils and 
from military forces camps were 
are produced. 

He said the first strategy set was 
to produce improved seeds that 
were to be given for free to farmers. 

“The government’s intention  is 
to increase production of the crop 
hence meet the country’s edible oil 
demands.”

Agriculture Officer in Kigoma Re-
gional Secretariat, Joseph Rubuye, 
said that the order to disburse oil 
palm seedlings for free has been 
issued to all councils and urged 
farmers not to worry about their 
availability.

Kigoma Regional Administra-
tive Secretary, Rashid Mchatta, in 
response to the loan crisis, said he 
would call on AMCOS leaders and 
the bank to resolve the problem 
and link them with other financial 
institutions.

KCB pumps 5bn/- capital 
into National Bank
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 JOHARNESBERG

Struggling retailer Edcon 
has shut the doors of one 
its underperforming Edgars 
stores in Rosebank Mall as a 
cost cutting measure. 

The closure of the Rose-
bank Edgards outlet a store 
almost as big as a rugby field 
follows last year’s closure of 
150 other underperforming 
stores under the group, in-
cluding various Jet, Edgars 
and CNA stores.  

According to the group, 
the closure of these stores 
is largely in line with a cost 
reduction strategy to ensure 
profitability. 

“The impact of this ini-
tiative is a reduction of our 
trading space, right sizing 
of our store portfolio, nodal 
store consolidation and re-
positioning of our key prod-
ucts. 

“This involves the closure 
of some of our underper-
forming stores including 
Edgars Rosebank, with the 
lease for this store expiring 
on 30 September 2019,” said 
Mike Elliott, Chief Executive 
Edgars.      

Embattled Edcon shuts down massive Rosebank Edgars store

Tongaat shareholders approve its loan plan, but there’s a long battle ahead 

Alphabet legal head Drummond exits, 
giving its new CEO chance to shake up team

 MADRID

A
lphabet’s new 
Chief Executive 
Sundar Pichai 
on Friday 

gained the opportunity to 
reshape the leadership of 
Google’s parent with the 
exit of Chief Legal Officer 
David Drummond, whose 
outsized strategic role was 
overshadowed by employee 
concerns about his 
personal relationship with a 
subordinate.

Drummond, also senior 
vice president of corporate 
development, had been 
with Google since its start 
in 1998. He incorporated the 
company as outside counsel, 
winning the business of 
co-founders Larry Page 
and Sergey Brin. He later 
spent nearly 18 years as 
the company’s top lawyer 
and one of its few black 
executives. 

Scrutiny centered on 
Drummond as the board 
last year investigated 
the company’s handling 
of sexual misconduct 
complaints throughout its 
workforce, and he became 
a lightning rod for criticism 
about what some employees 
viewed as tolerance for poor 
behavior. 

Pichai now has his first big 
chance to make his mark on 
Alphabet leadership since 
Page and Brin left him day-
to-day reins of the company 
last month. 

Drummond’s last day is 
Jan. 31, and a replacement 
has not been decided yet, 
Alphabet said. 

“With Larry and Sergey 
now leaving their executive 
roles at Alphabet, the com-
pany is entering an exciting 
new phase, and I believe 
that it’s also the right time 

for me to make way for the 
next generation of leaders,” 
Drummond said in an email 
to employees shared by 
Google. 

Some employees had 
questioned Drummond’s 
role at the company after 
the New York Times in 2018 
reported on an extramarital 
affair he had with subordi-
nate, Jennifer Blakely, start-
ing in 2004. She told the pa-
per that she was effectively 
forced to transfer teams to 
comply with Google’s work-
place dating policy. 

Blakely had a son with 
Drummond, but in August 
2019 she publicly criticized 
him for not providing sup-
port. Drummond respond-
ed in a statement calling 
himself “far from perfect.” 
Blakely did not immediately 
respond to a request for 
comment on Friday. 

Some shareholders have 
urged Alphabet to make 
changes that had been with-
in Drummond’s purview, 
including greater financial 
transparency, bigger share 
buybacks and a manage-
ment shakeup. Alphabet 
shares have risen 6.5% this 
month as analysts expressed 
optimism about possible 
changes. 

In a departure from com-
pany norm, Drummond is 
not receiving an exit pay 
package. In recent weeks, 
Drummond sold more than 
$200 million worth of his Al-
phabet shares, leaving him 
with about $90 million in 
company stock. 

He remains a defendant, 
alongside other executives, 
in a lawsuit shareholders 
brought last year accusing 
Alphabet leadership of cov-
ering up sexual harassment 
scandals within the com-

pany including by awarding 
lavish exit packages to two 
top executives found re-
sponsible for misconduct. 

“While we are glad to see 
Mr. Drummond is no longer 
with Alphabet, we still in-
tend to hold him account-
able for fiduciary breaches 
through our litigation,” said 
Julie Goldsmith Reiser, attor-
ney for the lead plaintiffs. 

The board completed 
an internal investigation 
last month, but has not 
publicized findings. The 
litigation is in mediation, 
and the board’s findings 
and resulting actions may 
become known as it goes on. 

Pichai in 2018 said 
Google made mistakes in 
some cases and introduced 
new procedures aimed 
at creating equity and 
transparency in harassment 
investigations.

“I am fully committed to 

making progress on an issue 
that has persisted for far too 
long in our society… and, yes, 
here at Google, too,” said 
Pichai, who at the time was 
Google CEO and had not yet 
gained the additional title of 
Alphabet CEO. 

The #MeToo movement 
has forced major shake-
ups in management and 
harassment policy across 
corporate America. 

Through blog posts, 
congressional appearances 
and media interviews, 
Drummond’s presence was 
felt in nearly every public 
battle the company fought 
as it crippled traditional 
businesses in media and 
telecoms on its way to online 
dominance. 

Drummond has described 
himself as a diversity advo-
cate, telling Fortune in 2017 
that he “pushed” the compa-
ny to do more on the issue. 

He encouraged Google to 
publish data about the de-
mographics of its workforce, 
and in 2014 he marched into 
a companywide meeting 
and spoke alongside col-
leagues frustrated by police 
violence against young black 
men. 

When Google re-organ-
ized under the Alphabet um-
brella in 2015, Page elevated 
Drummond’s role beyond 
managing the company’s le-
gal and regulatory problems 
to overseeing its investment 
funds and far-off ventures. 

Earlier in his tenure, he 
beat a lawsuit lodged by in-
surer Geico that would have 
undermined the company’s 
now-massive search ads 
business. He settled with 
Viacom a copyright infringe-
ment lawsuit that could have 
crushed YouTube on its way 
to becoming the top online 
video destination. And he 

fended off five major book 
publishers to enable Google 
to make their copyrighted 
works searchable online. 

Drummond tussled on 
behalf of Google with rival 
Microsoft Corp for a decade 
on executive poaching, an-
ticompetitive conduct and 
patents, with each company 
taking its share of licks. 

As Google’s lead 
dealmaker, Drummond 
oversaw billions of dollars’ 
worth of acquisitions 
including of YouTube, 
DoubleClick and Motorola. 

Drummond for a time 
served as the public face 
of strong stands against 
governments around the 
world. He has regularly 
advocated for freedoms 
of speech, and in 2010, he 
called for trade sanctions 
on countries that censor the 
internet, such as China and 
Turkey.

 NEW DELHI 

THOUSANDS of small-scale traders in India are planning 
to organize protests against Amazon.com Inc founder Jeff 
Bezos, who will visit the country next week for a company 
event and potential meetings with government officials.

Bezos will participate in an Amazon event in capital 
New Delhi aimed at connecting with small and medium-
sized enterprises, three sources have said.

He has also sought meetings with the prime minister 
and other government officials, with conversations 
expected to center around e-commerce, one of the 
sources familiar with the matter said. 

Details of Bezos’ visit, including his arrival date and the 
duration of his stay are not known. 

Amazon did not respond to a request to confirm the 
visit. The prime minister’s office also did not respond to 
requests for comment. 

The Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT), a 
group representing roughly 70 million brick-and-mortar 
retailers, said it will protest across 300 cities during 
Bezos’ stay in the country. 

CAIT has since 2015 waged a battle against online 
retailers Amazon and Walmart controlled Flipkart, 
accusing them of deep discounts and flouting India’s 
foreign investment rules. 

Both e-tailers have denied the allegations. 
Amazon has previously said its platform provides 

business opportunities to thousands of small sellers, 
artisans, weavers and women entrepreneurs. But CAIT is 
not convinced. 

“We plan to organize peaceful rallies against Jeff Bezos 
in all major cities such as Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata as well 
as smaller towns and cities,” Praveen Khandelwal, the 
group’s secretary general said in an interview.

“We expect to mobilize at least 100,000 traders in the 
protests.” 

With its 1.3 billion population and the world’s second-
biggest smartphone user base that relies on cheap data 
for social media and online shopping, India is a key 
market for U.S. retailers Amazon and Walmart to grow 
their business. 

Discounts on their platforms have helped lure Indians 
to shop online for everything from groceries to large 
electronic devices, a phenomenon which traders say has 
unfairly hurt their business. 

New Delhi introduced rules last year to protect nearly 
130 million people dependent on small-scale retail a key 
voter base by deterring large online discounts. 

The rules forced e-commerce firms to change their 
business structures, drawing criticism from the United 
States and straining the two countries’ trade ties. 

The federal commerce ministry is reviewing complaints 
and evidence filed by CAIT against Flipkart and Amazon, 
Reuters reported previously. 

Amazon boss 
Bezos to face 
protests from 
traders during 
India trip

business news

JOHANNESBERG

SHAREHOLDERS of 
embattled sugar producer 
Tongaat Hulett have given it 
the greenlight to access new 
credit lines, which will help 
keep the company afloat for 
now.

Tongaat said shareholders 
representing more than 91% 

of shares voted in favour of 
its proposal to change the 
company’s memorandum 
of incorporation (MOI), the 
document that sets out the 
rules governing the conduct 
of each company in line with 
the Companies Act.

Tongaat announced in 
November that it was in talks 
with its debt providers in SA 

who had agreed in principle 
to make new loan, credit 
and overdraft facilities 
available to the company. It 
then asked its shareholders 
in November, 27 to vote on 
the proposal of changing 
its MOI, which is required 
to access the new credit 
facilities. 

Jean Pierre Verster, CEO at 

Protea Capital Management, 
said the change in Tongaat’s 
MOI was necessary so that 
the company’s operations 
can continue in some 
shape or form, otherwise 
it would have been forced 
into liquidation. While 
shareholders’ approval 
means Tongaat can now go 
ahead and access new debt 

facilities, Verster said its 
challenges remain.

In June last year, the 
127-year old company and 
biggest sugar producer in 
SA asked that its listings be 
suspended on the JSE and 
in London after accounting 
irregularities emerged.

It also has a massive debt 
burden, which according 

to restated financials 
amounted to more than 
R11bn last year. 

The company said finance 
costs were placing it under 
severe liquidity constraints. 
The new facilities should 
help Tongaat execute a plan 
that will see it reduce its 
debt level by at least R8.1bn 
by September next year.

But Verster says the 
shareholder approval of the 
new facilities does not solve 
Tongaat’s issues. “It just 
gives it a bit more breathing 
room to restructure but with 
negative equity shown in 
its last results, the company 
is still in a very precarious 
position. It needs to secure 
additional equity financing 

through a capital raise and 
change the situation to a 
positive equity position 
before it can consider lifting 
the suspension in the trading 
of its shares,” said Verster.

Tongaat had to restate 
its 2018 financials after the 
company uncovered dodgy 
accounting practices which

 Google Executive Chairman Eric Schmidt (L) and David Drummond, Google’s Senior Vice President of Corporate Development, react 
before a meeting about the “right to be forgotten” in Madrid. File photo.

Edgars stores in Rosebank Mall as captured recently. File photo.

Last year, Edcon received a lifeline 
of R2.7bn from the Public Invest-
ment Corporation and lenders and 
rent reduction from landlords in 
return for equity to aid in restruc-
turing its business model to restore 
competitiveness. 

The group has faced a heavy debt 
burden amid an environment of 
weak consumer spending and slow 
economic growth. In 2016, Bain Cap-
ital Private Equity handed Edcon 
over to creditors after a 2007 buyout 
turned sour, it was reported earlier.

Despite the store closures, Edcon 
said it had no plans to let go of its 
Rosebank Edgars employees, even 
in tough retail environment. 

“As an organisation we are com-
mitted to saving jobs and we can 
confirm that all non-management 

employees in the Rosebank store 
have been accommodated and have 
opted to move to stores within the 
Edgars Division,” said Elliot.  

Edcon CEO Grant Pattison said the 
group does not plan on implement-
ing any more cost cutting measures.

Jeff Bezos, founder of Amazon and Blue Origin speaks during 
the JFK Space Summit, celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
the moon landing, at the John F. Kennedy Library in Boston, 
Massachusetts, U.S.
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Boeing’s ousted CEO departs with $62 million, even without severance pay
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  CAPE TOWN

ALTHOUGH the South African passport 
has lost 10 positions over the last decade on 
the latest Henley Passport Index, the coun-
try could play catch-up if a concerted effort 
is made to secure mutual visa waivers with 
so-called “high quality nations”.

This is the view of Amanda Smit, managing 
partner and head of South, Central and East 
Africa at the UK-based global citizenship and 
residence advisory firm Henley & Partners.

South Africa ranks 56th on the latest in-
dex, which ranks passports in the world ac-
cording to the number of destinations their 
holders can access without a prior visa. It 
is based on data from the International Air 
Transport Association (IATA).

The UAE, for example, managed to in-
crease its passport’s position on the index by 
47 places over the last 10 years to 18th place, 
Smit told Fin24 on Wednesday.

Looking specifically at the BRICS coun-
tries, of which SA forms part, Smit said that, 
while Brazil and China improved their posi-
tions on the index over the past 10 years by 
nine and sixteen places respectively, India 
and Russia have also seen the power of their 
passports decline during that time, dropping 
by seven and two places respectively.

Smit says one might think the SA pass-
port’s visa free or visa on arrival access to 
100 destinations is a lot, but compare that to 
the Japanese passport (ranked in first place 
on the index) which offers 191 visa-free des-
tinations.

On top of that, none of the 100 visa free 
destinations for an SA passport are in what 
Smit describes as the “most popular” desti-
nations. In her view, that makes it more dif-
ficult to be “mobile” for business or leisure 
purposes.

She also argues that, while other African 
countries’ passports mainly remained static 
on the index, the SA passport lost ground. 

Among African countries, the Seychelles 
remains the regional lead, ranking 29th glob-
ally with a visa-free or visa-on-arrival score 
of 151, while Mauritius retains second place 
with a visa-free or visa-on-arrival score of 
146.

“My advice is that, if SA wants to improve 
the strength of our passport, we must be 
more proactive to obtain mutual visa agree-
ments with other countries - preferably ‘high 
quality’ nations,” Smit says.

While both countries remain in the top 10, 
their shared 8th-place position is a signifi-
cant decline from the number one spot they 
jointly held in 2015. Finland and Italy share 

SAfrican needs more visa-free 
deals if it wants to stop losing 
‘passport power’ - expert

A South African passport. File photo

 BERLIN

Boeing Co’s ousted chief executive 
officer, Dennis Muilenburg, is leaving 
the company with $62 million in 
compensation and pension benefits 
but will receive no severance pay in 
the wake of the 737 MAX crisis.

Muilenburg was fired from the job in 
December as Boeing failed to contain 
the fallout from a pair of fatal crashes 
that halted output of the company’s 
bestselling 737 MAX jetliner and 
tarnished its reputation with airlines 
and regulators. 

The compensation figures were 
disclosed in a regulatory filing late 
on Friday during a difficult week for 
Boeing when it also released hundreds 
of internal messages — two major 
issues hanging over the company 
before new CEO David Calhoun starts 
on Monday. 

The messages contained harshly 
critical comments about the 
development of the 737 MAX, including 
one that said the plane was “designed 
by clowns who in turn are supervised 
by monkeys.” 

The 737 MAX has been grounded 
since March following the second of 
two crashes that together killed 346 
people within a span of five months. 

Boeing 737 Max complete as captured recently in Berlin.File photo.

an additional $62.2 million. 
This is corruption, plain 
and simple,” U.S. Senator 
Elizabeth Warren said on 
Twitter. 

U.S. Representative Peter 
DeFazio, who chairs the 
House Transportation 
Committee, said minutes of 
a June 2013 meeting showed 
that Boeing sought to avoid 
expensive training and 
simulator requirements by 
misleading regulators about 
a anti-stall system called 
MCAS that was later tied to 
the two crashes that killed 
346 people. 

The MAX has been 
grounded since the second 
crash in March. 

Speculation that 
Muilenburg would be fired 
had been circulating in 
the industry for months, 
intensifying in October 
when the board stripped 
him of his chairman’s title 
- although he had also 
twice won expressions of 
confidence from Calhoun, 
Boeing’s board chairman. 

A turnaround veteran 

and former General Electric 
Co executive who has led 
several companies in crisis, 
Calhoun will receive a base 
salary at an annual rate of 
$1.4 million and is eligible for 
$26.5 million in long-term 
incentive compensation, 
Boeing said in a filing. 

Boeing said in November 
Muilenburg had volunteered 
to give up his 2019 bonus 
and stock awards. For 2018, 
his bonus and equity awards 
amounted to some $20 
million, according to filings. 

In addition to the $62 
million in compensation 
and pension benefits, 
Muilenburg holds stock 
options that vested in 2013, 
Boeing said. They would be 
worth $18.5 million at the 
closing price on Friday. 

“Upon his departure, 
Dennis received the 
benefits to which he was 
contractually entitled and 
he did not receive any 
severance pay or a 2019 
annual bonus,” Boeing said 
in a statement.

“It is incredibly heart wrenching to see the 
man at the heart of our loss walk away with a 
reward,” said Zipporah Kuria, whose 55-year-

old father from Kenya died in the second crash. 
Lawmakers also blasted Boeing. 
“346 people died. And yet, Dennis 

Muilenburg pressured regulators and put 
profits ahead of the safety of passengers, pilots, 
and flight attendants. He’ll walk away with 
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MOSCOW

Russian President Vladimir Putin and German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel discussed Iran nuclear deal, or the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action ( JCPOA), in Moscow on Saturday, 
saying its further implementation is supported by the two 
countries, according to a transcript released by the Kremlin.

“Russia and Germany resolutely stand for the continued 
implementation of the joint plan,” Putin said at a press con-
ference after talks with Merkel. 

“We certainly could not ignore the issue of preserving the 
JCPOA on Iran’s nuclear programme, which is vitally impor-
tant not only for the region but also for the whole world,” he 
said. 

Putin recalled that after the United States withdrew from 
this fundamental agreement, the Iranian side declared that 
they suspended some of their voluntary commitments under 
the JCPOA.

 “Let me underscore this: they only suspended their vol-
untary commitments while they stress their readiness to go 
back to full compliance with the nuclear deal,” the president 
added.					      Xinhua

Russia, Germany support further 
implementation of Iran nuclear deal

WORLD
DUBAI 

Iranian protesters and newspapers 
piled pressure on the country’s leader-
ship and riot police stepped up their 
presence in Tehran yesterday after 
Iran’s military admitted that it had mis-
takenly shot down a Ukrainian airliner.

Riot police fired teargas at thou-
sands of Iranians who had taken to the 
streets late on Saturday in the capital 
and other cities, many chanting “Death 
to the dictator”, directing their anger at 
Iran’s top authority, Supreme Leader 
Ali Khamenei.

Reports of the protests were carried 
by state-affiliated news agencies, while 
video clips circulated on social media.

Tehran residents told Reuters that 
police had stepped up their presence 
in the capital on Sunday morning.

“Apologize and resign,” Iran’s mod-
erate Etemad daily wrote in a banner 
headline on Sunday, saying the “peo-
ple’s demand” was for those responsi-
ble for mishandling the plane crisis to 
quit.

All 176 people aboard the flight, many 
of them Iranians with dual citizenship, 
were killed.

Protests erupted after Saturday’s ad-
mission that the military accidentally 
shot down the Ukraine International 
Airlines plane minutes after take off on 
Wednesday, when Iranian forces were 
alert for U.S. reprisals after tit-for-tat 
strikes.

For days, Iranian officials had vigor-
ously denied it was to blame, even as 
Canada, which had 57 citizens on the 
flight, and the United States said their 

intelligence indicated an Iranian mis-
sile was to blame, albeit probably fired 
in error.

Iran’s president said it was a “disas-
trous mistake” and apologized. But a 
top Revolutionary Guards commander 
added to public anger about the de-
layed admission, when he said he had 
told the authorities a missile hit the 
plane the day it crashed.

CHALLENGES
Another moderate daily Jomhuri-ye 

Eslami, or Islamic Republic, wrote in an 
editorial: “Those who delayed publish-
ing the reason behind the plane crash 
and damaged people’s trust in the es-
tablishment should be dismissed or 
should resign.”

Criticism of the authorities in Iran is 
not unusual, but it tends to stay in nar-
row boundaries.

The press attacks and protests add 
to challenges facing the establishment, 
which in November faced the country’s 
bloodiest unrest since the 1979 Islamic 
revolution.

As Saturday’s protests spread across 
Iran, including major cities such as Shi-
raz, Isfahan, Hamedan and Orumiyeh, 
U.S. President Donald Trump said on 
Twitter: “We are following your pro-
tests closely, and are inspired by your 
courage.”

“There can not be another massacre 
of peaceful protesters, nor an internet 
shutdown. The world is watching,” he 
said, posting his tweets in both Farsi 
and English.

Britain said its ambassador in Iran 
had been briefly detained on Saturday 

by the authorities in Tehran. A news agency said 
he was detained outside a university for inciting 
protests.

Condemning the arrest, British Foreign Sec-
retary Dominic Raab said Iran “can continue its 
march toward pariah status ... or take steps to de-
escalate tensions and engage in a diplomatic path 
forwards.”

Protests inside Iran followed a build up of ten-
sion between Iran and the United States, which 
withdrew from Tehran’s nuclear pact with world 
powers in 2018 and then re-imposed sanctions 
that have steadily crippled the Iranian economy.

 ‘HORRIFIC’
On Jan. 3, a U.S. drone strike in Iraq killed prom-

inent Iranian commander Qassem Soleimani, 
responsible for building up Iran’s network of re-
gional proxy armies in Iraq and beyond, and Teh-
ran responded with missile strikes on U.S. targets 
in Iraq.

No U.S. soldiers were killed, but in the tense 
hours after that, the Ukrainian Boeing 737 was 
cleared to take off from Tehran airport and then 
brought down by a missile fired in error by an op-
erator who mistook the plane for an attacker.

“Shooting down a civilian aircraft is horrific. 

Iran must take full responsibility,” Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said.

Trudeau said Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
had committed to collaborating with Canadian in-
vestigators, working to de-escalate tensions in the 
region and continuing a dialogue.

Rallying to the establishment, Iranian lawmak-
ers praised the elite force’s commanders for cour-
age in admitting the error, according to Fars, a 
news agency seen as close to the Guards, a paral-
lel military set up to protect the theocratic system.

Iranian officials sought to portray the plane dis-
aster as a second blow to a mourning nation after 
Soleimani’s death in a U.S. drone strike.

Soleimani’s funeral had prompted huge pub-
lic gatherings, which the authorities described a 
show of national unity. But the displays of emo-
tion have been swiftly overshadowed and pro-
testers on Saturday tore up pictures of the slain 
general.

Public fury at Iran’s authorities had grown as 
questions about the plane crash mounted. Irani-
ans on social media asked why officials were busy 
fending off criticism from abroad rather than 
sympathizing with grieving families. Others asked 
why the plane was allowed to take off at a time of 
high tension.		                    Agencies

A compilation of Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s speeches marking the 
70th anniversary of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China (PRC) has 
been published by the Foreign Lan-
guages Press.

The book, which has Chinese and 
English versions, collects three speech-
es of Xi, namely the speeches at a grand 
rally and a reception to celebrate the 
70th founding anniversary of the PRC, 
and the speech at a presentation cer-
emony of the national medals and hon-
orary titles of the PRC.

With a historical perspective on 
China’s past, present and future, Xi’s 
speeches have greatly ignited patriot-
ism among the Chinese people, boost-

ed the morale of the Communist Party 
of China (CPC), the military and the 
people, and enhanced the confidence 
and sense of pride of the Chinese peo-
ple at home and abroad.

Xi’s speeches fully indicated that Chi-
na’s tremendous changes in the past 70 
years are fundamentally attributed to 
the leadership of the CPC.

The leadership of the CPC consti-
tutes the most essential attribute of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics 
and the greatest strength of the system 
of socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics.

Over the past 70 years, under the 
strong leadership of the CPC, China’s 
miserable fate born from poverty and 

weakness and being bullied and humil-
iated over more than 100 years since 
the advent of modern times has been 
completely reversed and the country 
has embarked on the path of realizing 
national rejuvenation.

The Chinese nation has realized a 
tremendous transformation: it has 
stood up, grown rich and is becoming 
stronger.

It is necessary to uphold the lead-
ership of the CPC on the journey for-
ward, making sure that the CPC always 
remains the backbone of the Chinese 
nation and people as well as a powerful 
leadership core of national rejuvena-
tion.

Xi’s speeches fully indicated that 

China’s remarkable achievements in 
the past 70 years derive from the am-
bitions and endeavors of the Chinese 
nation.

The people are the creators of histo-
ry; they are the fundamental force that 
determines the country’s future.

Over the past 70 years, the Chinese 
people, with perseverance, strenuous 
efforts, and selfless contributions, have 
made development achievements that 
are the marvel of the world and a great 
miracle in human history.

To move history forward and write a 
more brilliant chapter in the new jour-
ney requires the CPC to rely on the Chi-
nese people.

Xi’s speeches fully indicated that the 

secret of China’s development in the 
past 70 years lies in staying on path of 
socialism with Chinese characteristics.

In the past 70 years of continuous ex-
ploration, especially the great practice 
of reform and opening up for over 40 
years, China has developed socialism 
with Chinese characteristics, which 
has fundamentally changed the des-
tiny of the Chinese people and the Chi-
nese nation.

The system of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics and national govern-
ance system have shown great vitality 
and strengths.

The entire CPC must remain confi-
dent in the path, theory, system and 
culture of socialism with Chinese char-

acteristics and continue to uphold and 
develop socialism with Chinese char-
acteristics.

Xi’s speeches fully indicated China 
has made steady progress towards na-
tional rejuvenation because it has kept 
firmly to the path of peaceful develop-
ment.

Peace and development remain the 
underlying trend of our times. Over 
the past 70 years, China has upheld an 
independent foreign policy of peace, 
forged ahead along the path of peace-
ful development, and followed a win-
win strategy of opening up, making a 
positive contribution to the common 
development for humanity. 

		         People’s Daily

WASHINGTON/HAVANA

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodriguez condemned on Friday 
the US government’s decision to 
ban charter flights from the United 
States to all Cuban destinations ex-
cept Havana.

US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo announced the new sanc-
tion on Friday, saying the move is 
designed to prevent the Cuban 
government from making profits 
from US air travel, which could be 

used to repress the Cuban people 
and support Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro.

“I strongly reject new US gov-
ernment ban on charter flights to 
Cuba, except for Havana, and re-
strictions on their number,” Rod-
riguez wrote on Twitter in Eng-
lish and Spanish. He added that it 
was a “serious violation of human 
rights and freedom of travel of US 
citizens and hinders family reuni-
fication.” 

The flight caps would punish Cu-

bans “on both sides of the Florida 
Strait,” Cuban foreign ministry’s 
General Director for US Affairs Car-
los Fernandez de Cossio tweeted.

This new sanction is an exten-
sion of last December’s ban on US 
commercial flights to all Cuban 
destinations except Havana.

Havana’s ambassador in Wash-
ington, on Twitter, wrote that the 
restrictions would push more 
visitors to “use Cubana Airlines 
domestic flights or other Cuban 
companies for local transporta-
tion.” He also the United States 
was seeking to “limit the amount 
of people that see CUBA reality by 
themselves.”

Nearly 624,000 Cubans living 
abroad visited their homeland in 
2019, of which a record 552,800 
were from the United States, Cuba 
has said.

Republican US President Donald 
Trump has clamped down on Ha-
vana following the historic move 
by his Democratic predecessor 
Barack Obama to reopen US-Cuba 
ties. His administration has im-
posed sanctions over Cuba’s sup-
port for Maduro.    

		  Agencies

Cuba slams US extension of ban on flights to the island

Chinese, Burundian FMs hold talks, 
vowing to strengthen cooperation

BUJUMBURA

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi met with Burundian Foreign Minister Ezechiel Nibigira 
here on Saturday.

Wang said Burundi is an “all-weather friend” of China 
in Africa, stressing that high level of political mutual trust 
is the salient feature of the bilateral relations which have 
also been demonstrated by firmly mutual support.

China is willing to continue to strengthen exchanges at 
all levels with Burundi so as to elevate bilateral relations to 
a new stage, Wang said.

Wang said China thanks Burundi for its support on 
issues involving China’s core interests and major con-
cerns, and it will support Burundi in defending its 
sovereignty,independence and legitimate rights.

Wang said the two countries should further dovetail 
their development ideas and deepen pragmatic coopera-
tion.

He said China is willing to carry out mutually beneficial 
cooperation with Burundi under the framework of jointly 
building the Belt and Road and implementing the eight 
major initiatives proposed at the Beijing Summit of the 
Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), with a focus 
on infrastructure construction and agriculture.

Wang said China encourages and supports qualified and 
credible Chinese enterprises to invest in Burundi, and will 
continue to provide help for Burundi’s economic and so-
cial development within its capacity.

Wang said the two countries share the same stance on 
major international issues, adding that they should contin-
ue to carry out their international coordination and jointly 
safeguard multilateralism and the legitimate interests of 
Africa and developing countries.

Wang said China attaches importance to Burundi’s con-
cern in the Great Lakes region and is willing to play a con-
structive role for the region’s peace and stability.

Nibigira welcomed Wang to Burundi, which is one of 
Wang’s destinations on his first visit in the new year,saying 
the move shows that China attaches great importance to 
Burundi-China relations.

Nibigira said Burundi sincerely thanks China for its self-
less help to Burundi and highly appreciates China’s impor-
tant role in international and African affairs.

Nibigira said, no matter how its internal situation may 
evolve, Burundi is firmly committed to a friendly policy 
toward China and will continue to give firm support to 
China on all issues involving China’s core interests and 
major concerns. Burundi is willing to speed up the joint 
building of the Belt and Road with China and implement 
related projects under the framework of the Beijing Sum-
mit of the FOCAC, Nibigira said.

Nibigira said Burundi welcomes Chinese enterprises 
and their investments and is willing to deepen mutually 
beneficial cooperation with China in various sectors.

					           Xinhua

ISTANBUL

 Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Saturday met 
with European Council President 
Charles Michel in Istanbul to dis-
cuss the latest developments in 
the region as well as bilateral rela-
tions. 

The relation between Turkey 
and the European Union has 
been stalled over a series of is-
sues topped by Turkey’s sending 
troops to Libya and the drilling 
activities in the eastern Mediter-
ranean Sea.  

Earlier, Erdogan had announced 
that his country “gradually” start-
ed to send its troops to Libya in 
line with the deal inked by Ankara 
and Libya’s UN-recognized Gov-

ernment of National Accord (GNA). 
Rejecting Turkey’s decision on the 
deployment of Turkish troops, the 
EU’s top diplomats and the foreign 
ministers of Britain, France, Ger-
many and Italy said at a meeting on 
Tuesday in Brussel, Belgium, that 
“continuing outside interference is 
fueling the crisis” in the country.

Meanwhile, following a meet-
ing in Istanbul on Wednesday, Er-
dogan and his Russian counterpart 
Vladimir Putin called on all parties 
in the North African country for 
the establishment of an immediate 
cease-fire, which was later refused 
by Libya’s eastern-based army led 
by the commander Khalifa Haftar. 

Turkey’s Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu on Saturday said Ankara 
expects Moscow to convince Haftar 

to comply with the cease-fire call is-
sued by Erdogan and Putin. 

Libya has been torn by a raging 
civil war between the GNA based 
in the capital Tripoli and the Libyan 
National Army and its allies based 
in the east.

Speaking at a joint press con-
ference in Istanbul with Ghana’s 
Minister for Foreign Affairs and Re-
gional Integration Shirley Ayorkor 
Botchwey, Cavusoglu also accused 
some regional nations and France 
of opposing a cease-fire. Cavusoglu 

blamed France of causing chaos in 
Libya, by giving “all kinds of sup-
port to a non-legitimate administra-
tion, including arms.” 

“France is looking for any means 
to sabotage any initiative of which is 
not part of,” he said. 

Turkey’s agreement with Libya 
is further expected to protect Tur-
key’s rights in the face of unilateral 
drilling activities by Greece and Cy-
prus in the Mediterranean, a move 
supported by the EU since the gas 
to be released from the region will 
be sent to Europe. 

Turkey, meanwhile, has been 
insisting that it “has the right to 
speak of any project in the region” 
as it has the longest coastline in 
the Mediterranean. 

		               Xinhua

Erdogan meets European Council chief over regional developments, bilateral relations

Powering the ship of national renewal to reach the destination

Flowers and candles are placed in front of the portraits of the flight crew members of the Ukraine International 
Airlines Boeing 737-800 plane that crashed in Iran, at a memorial at the Boryspil International airport outside 
Kiev, Ukraine on Saturday. REUTERS

Protests pile pressure on Iran 
after admission of plane strike

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi (L) meets 
with Burundian Foreign Minister Ezechiel Nibigira in Bujumbura, 
Burundi, on Saturday. Xinhua

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
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WORLD NEWS

A compilation of Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s speeches marking the 
70th anniversary of the founding of 
the People’s Republic of China (PRC) 
was recently published by the Foreign 
Languages Press in both Chinese and 
English, and distributed at home and 
abroad.

The book collects three speeches of 
Xi, namely the speeches at a grand rally 
and a reception to celebrate the 70th 
founding anniversary of the PRC, and 
the speech at a presentation ceremony 
of the national medals and honorary ti-
tles of the PRC.

“In his speeches, President Xi ex-
pounded China’s ‘marvel-of-the-world’ 
development achievements made un-
der the strong leadership of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC),” said 
Song Shiming, professor with the Party 
School of the Central Committee of CPC 
(China National School of Administra-
tion).

“On the one hand, China is eliminat-
ing absolute poverty, and the ultimate 
reason for such achievement is that 
China’s state power belongs to the peo-
ple; on the other hand, China has greatly 
improved its comprehensive national 
strength, like what President Xi has put 
forward: no force can ever shake the sta-
tus of China, or stop the Chinese people 
and nation from marching forward.

Reviewing history is for expecting a 
better future, while summarizing past 
achievements is for accumulating pow-
er to march forward. Xin Ming, profes-
sor with the Party School of the Central 
Committee of CPC believes that Xi’s 
speeches offer fundamental rules for 
China to consolidate and further its de-
velopment achievements as his remarks 
are a multi-level and multi-perspective 
summary of China’s successful experi-
ences.

“All of the three speeches have one fo-
cus - how to make the great China great-
er. Standing at a newer and higher start-
ing point as China celebrates the 70th 
anniversary of its founding, we need to 
summarize experiences and keep mov-
ing forward toward the two centenary 
goals,” Xin said.

The reasons for China’s historic 
achievements and transformation in the 
past 70 years lie in the Party leadership 
and its adherence to the socialist path.

After the founding of the PRC, the CPC 
united the people and led them in com-

pleting socialist revolution, establishing 
socialism as China’s basic system, and 
advancing socialist construction, said 
Luo Pinghan, professor with the Party 
School of the Central Committee of CPC.

This completed the broadest and 
most profound social transformation 
in the history of the Chinese nation 
and created the fundamental political 
conditions and the institutional founda-
tion for achieving all development and 
progress in China today, Luo noted, thus 
was made a great transition: The Chi-
nese nation reversed its fate from the 
continuous decline in modern times to 
steady progress toward prosperity and 
strength.

“Peace” is a high-frequency word in 
Xi’s three speeches. Song believes that 
China, having always safeguarded world 
peace, will unswervingly follow the path 
of peaceful development. 

China’s development was achieved 
in a peaceful environment, and has in 
return greatly strengthened the peace-
loving power across the world, Song 
remarked.

People are China’s solid foundation 
and its main source of confidence to 
govern. Xi’s request to ensure that the 
people maintain their principal position 
in the country reflected the people-ori-
ented governance philosophy.

“Since the 18th CPC National Con-
gress, the CPC Central Committee with 
Comrade Xi Jinping at its core has fo-
cused on people’s livelihood and stead-
fastly promoted poverty alleviation. 
Such efforts to eradicate the root causes 
for poverty are the best example of the 
people-oriented philosophy,” Luo said.

China has never been so close to the 
center of the world stage with increas-
ingly improving international influence. 
It is participating in, contributing to and 
leading the promotion of world peace.

Peace is embedded in China’s adher-
ence to the principle of “peaceful reuni-
fication and one country, two systems”, 
as well as its following of a path of peace-
ful development.

Scholars agree that China’s develop-
ment in the past 70 years is a hard-won 
achievement, and the Chinese people 
will surely love and cherish the current 
peaceful environment and work with 
other countries to build a community 
with a shared future for mankind and a 
better world.

		  People’s Daily

BEIJING

The international community has 
called for restraint and a de-escalation 
in the Middle East and the Gulf region 
amid rising U.S.-Iran tensions follow-
ing the U.S. killing of a top Iranian gen-
eral and ensuing Iranian attacks on 
U.S. military bases.

The situation was further compli-
cated when Iran’s state TV on Saturday 
quoted the Iranian military as saying 
that it “unintentionally” shot down the 
Ukrainian jetliner on Wednesday, in 
which all the 176 passengers and crew 
members on board were killed. 

“This tragic accident only reinforces 
the importance of de-escalating ten-
sions in the region. We can all see very 
clearly that further conflict will only 
lead to more loss and tragedy,” British 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson said on 
Saturday. 

“It is vital that all leaders now pur-
sue a diplomatic way forward.” “Iran’s 
admission that Ukraine International 
Airlines Flight 752 was shot down by 
mistake by its own armed forces is an 
important first step,” Johnson said. 

“This will be an incredibly difficult 
time for all those families who lost 
loved ones in such tragic circumstanc-
es,” said the British prime minister. 
“We will do everything we can to sup-
port the families of the four British vic-
tims and ensure they get the answers 
and closure they deserve.” 

“We now need a comprehensive, 
transparent and independent interna-
tional investigation and the repatria-
tion of those who died,” Johnson said. 

“The Britain will work closely with 
Canada, Ukraine and our other inter-
national partners affected by this acci-
dent to ensure this happens.”

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
said on Saturday that the country 
welcomes any international coopera-
tion concerning the plane crash, the 
official Islamic Republic News Agency 

reported.
“Iran welcomes any international 

cooperation within the framework 
of international regulations which is 
aimed at clarifying dimensions of the 
incident,” Rouhani said in a telephone 
conversation with Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. 

At a news conference on Saturday, 
Trudeau said that “a full and complete 
investigation must be conducted,” 
adding that “we need full clarity on 
how such a horrific tragedy could have 
occurred.”  

In another phone talk with Ukraine 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, Rou-
hani said that “all those involved in the 
air disaster will be brought to justice.” 

He said that the joint investigations 
between the Iranian and Ukrainian ex-
perts over the incident will continue 
and the judicial measures will “soon” 
start. 

At an open debate on upholding 
the United Nations (UN) Charter, UN 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
lamented that this year began with 
fresh turmoil and long-standing suffer-
ing and geopolitical tensions reached 
“dangerous levels,” most recently in 
the Gulf.

China’s Permanent Representa-
tive to the UN Zhang Jun said that as 

a cornerstone of multilateralism, the 
charter establishes the basic norms 
governing international relations in 
the present day, develops generally 
recognized principles of international 
law, and charts the way forward for 
society. 

Ursula von der Leyen, president of 
the European Commission, called on 
Wednesday for dialogue instead of 
war in the Middle East, saying that “the 
use of weapons must stop now.”

 Von der Leyen, head of the Euro-
pean Union’s executive arm, also said 
that “we are called upon to do every-
thing possible to rekindle talks,” add-
ing that “there cannot be enough of 
that.” 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan and Russian President Vladimir 
Putin on Wednesday called for re-
straint and diplomacy to avoid “a new 
cycle of instability” in the Middle East. 

In a joint statement issued following 
their meeting, the two leaders urged 
both the United States and Iran to act 
with restraint and prioritize diploma-
cy. 

“The use of force does not contrib-
ute to finding solutions to complex 
problems in the Middle East, but 
would lead to a new cycle of instabil-
ity,” the statement said.          Xinhua

International community calls for 
de-escalation of US-Iran tensions

To summarize the scientific in-
novation of 2019 is a way for many 
to embrace 2020, as scientific in-
novation always heralds develop-
ment, which makes people con-
template more the development 
of history and the progress of time, 
and feel that science is a power that 
drives and shapes history.

During the past year, exciting 
messages about scientific achieve-
ments that might benefit the entire 
human came out one after another. 
The clinical test results of gene scis-
sors are expected to be released 
soon; the brand new Ironman-like 
exoskeleton is also about to be de-
livered; and the synthetic yeast ge-
nome project - the first attempt of 
human beings to artificially synthe-
size a eukaryotic cell genome - will 
be completed.

The initial test result of univer-
sal flu vaccine was thrilling, and 
the systematic transition toward 
renewable energy will better help 
us cope with climate change. Be-
sides, a number of countries have 
declared to launch Mars rover for 
investigation.

From exploring the space and sea 
to spotting the fundamental parti-
cles of materials, and from tackling 
health problems of individuals to 
improving the living environment 
of the entire human being, the new 
technological breakthroughs and 
the new applications that come 
along are constantly turning peo-
ple’s dreams into reality.

To have scientific technology 
benefit the people, cooperation 
is vital. For instance, the world’s 
first image of a black hole was ac-

complished last year by a team of 
more than 200 researchers across 
the world with a planet-scale ar-
ray of eight ground-based radio 
telescopes forged through interna-
tional collaboration. 

This image was ranked the larg-
est scientific feat by both Nature 
and Science when the two maga-
zines reviewed major scientific 
breakthroughs made in 2019.

The image manifested the power 
of cooperation. The Science maga-
zine remarked that the success of 
teamwork was even more amaz-
ing than the black hole image itself. 
This proves that when faced with 
the unknown, human beings must 
cooperate with each other to make 
breakthroughs.

A future featuring scientific co-
operation and sharing is also where 

global technological development 
moves toward. Economic globaliza-
tion promotes the free flow of in-
novation factors in the world, and 
science and technology are updat-
ing constantly in open cooperation.

According to the World Intellec-
tual Property Report (WIPR) 2019 
released by the World Intellectual 
Property Organization (WIPO), in 
the early 2000s, teams of scientists 
produced 64 percent of all scientific 
papers and teams of inventors were 
behind 54 percent of all patents. By 
the second half of the 2010s, these 
figures had grown to almost 88 and 
68 percent, respectively.

At present, protectionism is cast-
ing a shadow which has triggered 
people’s concerns that countries 
might build walls to prevent tech-
nological exchanges. However, it 

shall never be a lasting problem for 
human beings to choose between 
win-win cooperation and isolated 
stagnation.

“It is imperative that economies 
remain open in the pursuit of in-
novation,” said WIPO Director Gen-
eral Francis Gurry.

By participating in international 
technological cooperation in an 
inclusive and open manner, China 
is making its own contribution to 
making technologies serve the 
common values and interests of 
human beings while creating more 
development space for itself.

With scientific loads from the 
Netherlands, Germany, Sweden 
and Saudi Arabia, China’s Chang’e-4 
lunar probe explored the mysteries 
on the backside of the moon. China 
also selected 9 projects from 17 

countries to board its space station 
expected to be built in 2022.

Besides, Chinese and German 
researchers jointly spotted the ex-
istence of ancient hominin group 
Denisovans. 

China also launched a remote-
sensing microsatellite for Ethiopia, 
which was considered by the Ethio-
pians a national pride and a dream 
come true.

China, by following an innova-
tion path of openness and coop-
eration, has made remarkable 
achievements, receiving numer-
ous applauses from both home 
and abroad. It all demonstrates the 
charm of open cooperation.

In 2020, China is about to estab-
lish the world’s first E-class super 
computer, launch its first Mars rov-
er, launch the Chang’e-5 probe to 

bring moon samples back to Earth, 
and embrace rapid industrial de-
velopment and application of Bei-
dou satellites.

The country will continue con-
forming to the trend of coopera-
tion, work with other countries to 
expand the limits of technological 
innovation, pull wisdom that goes 
beyond technology, march toward 
the building of a community with a 
shared future for mankind, and cre-
ate a better future for global sharing 
of technologies.

As a new round of technological 
revolution and industrial reform 
is accelerating the restructuring of 
global innovation pattern, scientific 
and technological cooperation rep-
resents a general trend that drives 
unlimited progress.

		  People’s Daily

To usher in better future for technological cooperation, sharing

CAPE TOWN

President Cyril Ramaphosa on 
Saturday pledged to create more jobs, 
saying job creation remains at the 
center of the economic agenda of the 
African National Congress (ANC).

Delivering the ruling party’s state-
ment in Kimberley, Free State Prov-
ince, the president said the creation of 
jobs is a top priority  for 2020. 

“The most direct and effective way 
to reduce inequality is to create em-
ployment and economic opportuni-
ties, particularly for young people and 
women,” the president said.  

To achieve a rate of employment 
that exceeds the growth in the num-
ber of people seeking jobs means that 
the South African economy needs to 
grow at a far greater pace, he said. 

This can be achieved through a 
substantial increase in investment, a 
massive infrastructure program, steps 
to improve the ease of doing busi-
ness and expand pathways for young 
people into the world of work, said 
Ramaphosa.

 Significant investment commit-
ments - totalling more than 600 bil-
lion rand (about 42 billion U.S. dollars) 
- have been realized through the first 
two Investment Conferences hosted 
by Ramaphosa in 2018 and 2019, ac-
cording to the president. But More is 
still required to be done, he said.

Ramaphosa stressed the need to tai-
lor curricula and equip educators to 
respond to an increasingly digitalized 
world with constant technological ad-
vances. 

The country needs to undergo a 
skills revolution to break the cycle of 
poverty and grow an inclusive econo-
my, said Ramaphosa.  

This requires the upskilling of edu-
cators and school management to 
prepare learners for the 4th Indus-
trial Revolution, increase resources 
for TVET (technical and vocational 
education and training) colleges, and 
expand access to early childhood de-
velopment, Ramaphosa said. 

The private sector and other part-
ners are also encouraged to work 
with training authorities to develop 
the skills that the  economy needs, he 
added. 

“We must speed up the implemen-
tation of the three-stream curriculum 
model of basic education,” the presi-
dent said. 

The government, he said,  will also 
build on the progress made in enhanc-
ing industrial strategy, financing and 
implementing master plans in sectors 
with great potential for growth and 
unlocking the potential of small busi-
ness, cooperatives and the township 
economy. 

He identified sectors like manufac-
turing, tourism, agriculture and the 
oceans economy as major areas for 
employment growth. 

			   Xinhua

Ramaphosa promises 
to create more jobs

Scholars make remarks on compilation 
of President Xi’s speeches marking 
70th anniversary of PRC founding

WASHINGTON

Former U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden is the most preferred Demo-
cratic presidential candidate among 
African American voters, according 
to a Washington Post/Ipsos national 
poll released on Saturday.

Forty-eight percent of African 
American voters who are likely to 
vote for a Democrat picked Biden as 
their top candidate, the poll showed. 
U.S. Senators Bernie Sanders of Ver-
mont and Elizabeth Warren of Mas-
sachusetts are a distant second and 
third, with 20 percent and 9 percent, 
respectively.

 The online poll was conducted on 
Jan. 2-8 and surveyed a random na-
tional sample of 1,088 non-Hispanic 
African American adults over the age 
of 18. 

Overall, the poll has a margin of 

Biden most preferred Democratic presidential candidate among African American voters - poll

error of plus-minus 3.5 percentage 
points, and a four-point margin of er-
ror for the sample of 769 Democratic-
leaning voters.

Biden, who served as U.S. vice 
president from 2009 to 2017 to then 

President Barack Obama, formally an-
nounced his bid for the Democratic 
nomination for the U.S. presidency in 
April 2019 and has campaigned on his 
political experiences and electability. 

The latest Des Moines Register/CNN 
poll put Biden fourth in Iowa behind 
former South Bend, Indiana, Mayor 
Pete Buttigieg in third, Warren in sec-
ond place and Sanders, who is at the 
top. 

However, just five points separate 
Biden and Sanders. 

The polls came days before the sev-
enth Democratic presidential primary 
debate and weeks before the 2020 
Iowa Caucuses next month, which will 
kick off the presidential nominating 
calendar. 

There are currently 13 Democrats 
contending for the party’s nomination 
to take on President Donald Trump in 
November.  		  Xinhua

Chinese President Xi Jinping

New US envoy to Russia looks forward to enhancing bilateral relations, says embassy
MOSCOW

 The newly appointed US Ambas-
sador to Russia John Sullivan, who 
is arriving in Moscow on January 
16, looks forward to enhancing the 
relationship between the two coun-
tries and strengthening cooperation 
between Moscow and Washington, 
US Embassy in Russia said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

“Ambassador Sullivan (pictured) 
plans to arrive in Moscow on January 
16 and present his credentials to the 
Russian government soon thereafter. 

Ambassador Sullivan looks for-
ward to enhancing the overall bilat-
eral relationship and strengthening 
US-Russian cooperation on several 
global and regional issues of mutual 
interest,” the statement said

Sullivan will lead the US embas-
sy in Moscow and its consulates in 
Yekaterinburg and Vladivostok “as 
they further US foreign policy goals, 
protect American citizens, and ex-
pand trade and business opportu-
nities between the United States 
and Russia,” the diplomatic mission 
noted.

Sullivan will succeed Jon Hunts-
man who tendered his resignation 

in early August 2019. Huntsman’s 
tenure expired on October 3. Two 
weeks later, US President Donald 
Trump nominated Sullivan who ear-
lier served as Deputy Secretary of 
State, for confirmation by the Sen-
ate. 

On November 20, the US Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations ap-
proved his candidacy.

		                Agencies

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
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Lakers top Thunder 125-110 
without LeBron, Anthony Davis 
 OKLAHOMA CITY

T
HE Los Angeles Lakers 
fully expected victory, 
even without LeBron 
James and Anthony Da-

vis.
Kyle Kuzma was among those 

who took advantage. He scored a 
season-high 36 points and the Lak-
ers rolled past the Oklahoma City 
Thunder, 125-110 on Saturday night.

Lakers coach Frank Vogel said 
James had a chest cold. James is av-
eraging 25.4 points, a league-lead-
ing 10.7 assists and 8.7 rebounds 
and has helped the Lakers to the 
best record in the Western Confer-
ence.

Davis, who leads the Lakers with 
27.1 points per game, sat out for his 
second straight game with a glute-
us maximus contusion.

Still, the Lakers felt they had 
enough to win, even against a 
Thunder team that had won 11 of 13.

‘’That’s why you have a great 
team,’’ said Quinn Cook, who led 
the Lakers’ reserves with 13 points. 
‘’We want to have guys who con-
tribute one through 15. That’s the 
goal of anybody putting a team 
together. Obviously, this team is 
talented. Everybody is selfless and 
everybody is ready. We all put the 
work in.’’

Kuzma, in just his third start of 
the season, made 15 of 24 shots.

‘’I just got an opportunity to get 
scoring opportunities, having the 
ball in my hands,’’ Kuzma said.

Rajon Rondo added 21 points, 12 
rebounds and eight assists for the 
Lakers. Los Angeles shot 51.5% to 
win its eighth in a row.

‘’Rondo set the tone for us,’’ 
Kuzma said. ‘’Going right after CP 
(Chris Paul) right out of the gate, 
being aggressive with his scoring. A 
lot of times, everybody knows him 
as a pass-first guy. He came out to-
day in attack mode.’’

James played on Friday night and 
had 35 points, 16 rebounds and sev-
en assists in a win over the Dallas 
Mavericks.

Without him, the Lakers raced 
to a 73-49 halftime lead over the 
Thunder behind 58% shooting. 
Kuzma scored 23 points before the 
break. It was Oklahoma City’s larg-
est halftime deficit of the season.

The Lakers extended the lead to 
32 in the third quarter before Okla-
homa City rallied and trimmed its 

Oklahoma City Thunder guard Shai Gilgeous-Alexander (2) goes to the basket between Los Angeles Lakers center 
JaVale McGee (7) forward Kyle Kuzma, right, in the first half of an NBA basketball game Saturday, Jan. 11, 2020, 
in Oklahoma City. (AP Photo)

New year, new headache for queen 
with Harry and Meghan rift

AUCKLAND, New Zealand

SERENA Williams broke a three-year title 
drought when she beat fellow American Jes-
sica Pegula 6-3, 6-4 on Sunday to win the sin-
gles final at the ASB Classic.

Williams hadn’t won a title since the Aus-
tralian Open singles in January, 2017, and not 
since she became a mother to her daughter 
Olympia, who was court-side to see the vic-
tory. 

The 23-time major winner donated her 
$43,000 winner’s check to the fundraising ap-
peal for victims of Australian wildfires, join-
ing many other tennis stars, such as Ash Bar-
ty, Nick Kygrios, Novak Djokovic and Maria 
Sharapova, who have pledged money to the 
already months-long fire emergency there.

Williams was under pressure at first against 
the 25-year-old Pegula, playing in her third 
WTA final, but asserted herself more as the 
match went on to claim her 73rd win in 98 fi-
nals and to add her name to a trophy won by 
her sister, Venus, in 2015.

“It feels good. It’s been a long time,” Wil-
liams said. “I think you can see the relief on 
my face.

“I played an incredible opponent today in 
Jessica and, honestly, it was a great match and 
I couldn’t have played anyone better in the fi-
nal.”

The last three years have been challeng-
ing for Williams as she juggled to competing 
demands of tennis and motherhood. But she 
seemed to turn a corner during a demanding 

week in which she played both doubles and 
singles, turning out on all seven days of the 
tournament.

She was frequently behind in her matches 
but showed typical determination to fight her 
way to the final and overcome Pegula, who 
ousted former World No. 1 Caroline Wozni-
acki in the semifinals.

Pegula has been on a steady climb up the 
rankings since overcoming a serious knee in-
jury two years ago. The daughter of Buffalo 
Bills owners Terry and Kim Pegula, she won 
her maiden WTA title in 2019 and appeared 
to be a star on the rise in all her matches in 
Auckland.

Pegula broke Williams in the opening game 
and was dominant for the first half of the first 
set, moving Williams around to open up the 
court for her punishing passing shots. She 
also chased down everything, making returns 
that Williams thought out of her reach.

But Williams visibly called on herself to lift 
near the middle of the set, breaking to level 
at 3-3. She then held serve to love and broke 
Pegula for 5-3, serving out the first set in 51 
minutes.

Williams broke Pegula to love in the third 
game of the second set as she steadily began 
to dominate. She had three match points on 
Pegula’s serve before clinching the match on 
serve in just over 90 minutes.

“It definitely feels good,” Williams said. “It 
feels that I was definitely improving as the 
week went on.”

AP 

Serena Williams breaks 3-year 
title drought at ASB Classic

Serena Williams from the United States with daughter Alexis Olympia Ohanian Jr. and the ASB trophy after 
winning her singles finals match against United States Jessica Pegula at the ASB Classic in Auckland, New 
Zealand, Sunday, Jan 12, 2020. (AP)

LONDON

QUEEN Elizabeth II ended 
2019 with a public plea for 
global harmony after a rocky 
year. She’s starting 2020 
trying to heal disharmony 
within her own family after 
Prince Harry and his wife, 
Meghan, decided to “step 
back” as senior royals —- and 
announced the news without 
consulting the monarch.

As the British media went 
into meltdown, the royal ma-
triarch moved quickly to take 
back control, summoning her 
son and heir Prince Charles 
and grandsons Prince Wil-
liam and Harry to a crisis 
meeting to sort things out. 
Elizabeth, who assumed the 
throne in 1952, has weath-
ered family crises before, and 
is determined not to let her 
restless grandson and grand-
daughter-in-law weaken the 
House of Windsor or under-
mine the monarchy.

After initial talks between 
courtiers to the senior royals 
over the couple’s unortho-
dox declaration of indepen-
dence, Buckingham Palace 
said Saturday that the queen 
would meet Monday at her 
Sandringham estate in east-
ern England with Charles, 
William and Harry to agree 
on “next steps.”″

The palace said “a range 
of possibilities” was on the 
table, but the queen was de-
termined to resolve the situa-
tion within “days not weeks.”

Harry’s next scheduled 
public appearance is a rugby 
event at Buckingham Palace 
on Thursday. Meghan, mean-
while, has flown to Canada, 
where the couple and their 
8-month-old son, Archie, 
spent a six-week Christmas 
break. They announced this 
week they plan to “balance” 
their time between the U.K. 
and North America, with 
Canada their likely base. 
Meghan is American but 
lived in Toronto for several 
years while filming the TV 
show “Suits.” 

The prince and the former 
actress married in 2018, and 
broadcasts of their Wind-
sor Castle wedding were 
watched around the world. 
Harry, 35, is sixth in line to 
the British throne, a former 
British army officer and one 
of the royal family’s most 
popular members.

He has spent his entire life 
in the public eye, but has not 
always been happy with scru-
tiny by a media he blames for 
the death of his mother, Prin-
cess Diana. She died in a car 
crash in Paris in 1997 while 
being pursued by photogra-

phers.
British tabloids have a vo-

racious appetite for stories 
about the royal family, who 
are treated as an engrossing 
national soap opera. While 
much royal media coverage 
is positive, it is also relent-
less. At times, news outlets 
have crossed the line from in-
vasive to illegal, as when the 
News of the World hacked 
the voicemails of Prince Wil-
liam and royal staff in search 
of scoops during the early 
2000s.

Some columnists have 
been critical of Meghan, de-
picting her as a meddling 
American interloper into 
the royal family; others high-
lighted her biracial heritage 
with words like “exotic.” In 
2017, Harry accused the me-
dia of directing “a wave of 
abuse and harassment” at his 
then-girlfriend that included 
articles with negative “racial 
undertones.” 

Harry and Meghan’s shock 
decision to become part-
time royals who earn their 
own money came after a 
rough year for the queen. In 
September she was drawn 
into the U.K.’s political dis-
cord over Brexit when Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson asked 
her to suspend Parliament 
as lawmakers tried to thwart 
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deficit to 102-82 at the end of 
the period.

The Thunder got as close as 
11 points with 2:37 to go before 
a short jumper and a 3-pointer 
by Kuzma ended the rally.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander and 
Danilo Gallinari each scored 
24 points for Oklahoma City. 
The Thunder came out flat af-
ter an emotional win over the 
Houston Rockets in Russell 
Westbrook’s return on Thurs-
day.

It was a tough lesson for the 
Thunder, who have been sur-
prisingly good this season.

‘’I thought that they brought 
the energy and the intensity, 
and we didn’t match it from the 
first minute,’’ Gallinari said.

Meanwhile, in Portland, Ore-
gon, the Milwaukee Bucks have 
bigger goals than a 70-win sea-
son, though their star player 
isn’t taking their phenomenal 
start for granted.

Giannis Antetokounmpo 
had 32 points and 17 rebounds, 
Khris Middleton scored 30 
points and the Bucks beat the 
Portland Trail Blazers 122-101 
on Saturday night.

Eric Bledsoe added 29 points 
for the Bucks, who made 14 
3-pointers led by Middleton’s 

4-for-4 performance.
Antetokounmpo was asked 

afterward if the Bucks have 
changed their mindset from 
the hunters to the hunted.

“We’re still hunting,” the 
reigning MVP said. “Obviously 
teams are going to come and 
play hard against us. But at the 
end of the day we have to be 
the hunters. We have to have 
that mentality. That’s what 
we’ve been doing. We’ve won 
35 games and played 41. That’s 
crazy.”

But Middleton downplayed 
it.

“You can’t win a champion-
ship in the regular season,” 
Middleton said.

Antetokounmpo had 13 
points and seven rebounds 
in the first quarter alone and 
Milwaukee went on to its third 
straight win. That matched his 
entire point total from Friday 
night’s win over Sacramento.

“Usually when I’m not ag-
gressive the previous game, I 
come out the next game more 
aggressive,” Antetokounmpo 
said. “I can remember since I 
started playing basketball and 
that’s what we did tonight.”

Antetokounmpo also hit 
multiple 3-pointers for the 18th 

time this season, something he 
did only 13 times all of last sea-
son.

“I’m comfortable, but I have 
to keep getting better,” he said.

The Bucks led 32-24 after the 
first quarter as Damian Lillard 
did his best to keep Portland 
within range, scoring 12 points 
in the first quarter.

Lillard finished with 26 
points while CJ McCollum 
scored 20 and Carmelo An-
thony had 19 points and 11 re-
bounds, but Portland lost for 
the eighth time in 10 games.

“Yeah, it was a good effort 
but we don’t show up to have 
a good effort,” Lillard said. “We 
show up to win.”

The Blazers shot just 10 for 
36 from the 3-point line.

The Bucks pushed their lead 
to as high as 17 multiple times 
in the third quarter and held 
a 97-80 lead after the period 
thanks to a tip-in by Pat Con-
naughton before the buzzer.

A three-point play by Bled-
soe pushed the Bucks lead 
to 116-94, their biggest of the 
game. A couple of posses-
sions later, coach Terry Stotts 
removed the Blazers starters 
from the game.

AP

In this Tuesday, July 10, 2018 file photo Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II, and Meghan the Duchess of Sussex and Prince Harry 
watch a flypast of Royal Air Force aircraft pass over Buckingham Palace in London. As part of a surprise announcement 
distancing themselves from the British royal family, Prince Harry and his wife Meghan declared they will “work to become 
financially independent” _ a move that has not been clearly spelled out and could be fraught with obstacles. (AP Photo)

his plans to take Britain out of the 
European Union. The Supreme 
Court ruled that the suspension 
was illegal and Johnson had mis-
led the monarch about his rea-
sons for it.

In November, her son Prince 
Andrew gave a disastrous televi-
sion interview about his friend-
ship with the late sex offender 
Jeffrey Epstein. His awkward per-
formance failed to silence ques-
tions about the queen’s second 
son, who has relinquished royal 
duties and patronages after be-
ing accused by a woman who says 
she was an Epstein trafficking vic-
tim and claims to have slept with 
the prince.

In her annual televised mes-
sage to the nation on Christmas 

Day, the queen appeared to al-
lude to both national and fam-
ily divisions when she said that 
the path to harmony and under-
standing “is not always smooth, 
and may at times this year have 
felt quite bumpy.”

She urged people to “set aside 
past differences and come to-
gether in the spirit of friendship 
and reconciliation.”

Ironically, some of Meghan 
and Harry’s unhappiness may 
stem from the queen’s efforts 
to strengthen the monarchy by 
making it more lean and slimmed 
down. An image released by Buck-
ingham Palace last week of the 
queen and the three heirs next in 
line to the throne — Charles, Wil-
liam and William’s son George — 

appeared to underscore who the 
Windsors see as their core mem-
bers.

“From Harry and Meghan’s 
point of view, they’re just being 
driven out,” Tom Bradby, an ITV 
television anchor who is close to 
the couple, said. 

The discord comes at a delicate 
time for Britain’s monarchy. The 
queen remains robust, but she 
at age 93 she has handed over a 
growing number of public duties 
to Charles and William. Her hus-
band of 72 years, Prince Philip, 
Duke of Edinburgh, has retired 
from public life and was recently 
hospitalized.

“It’s hard not to think that if 
the Duke of Edinburgh had been 
around and in circulation more, 

that perhaps this particular 
situation wouldn’t have got 
out of control,” Majesty maga-
zine Managing Editor Joe Little 
said. “The queen may be head 
of state, but the duke is still 
very much head of the family, 
although inevitably at 98 and 
a half, he’s much less hands-on 
than he used to be.”

The queen values stabil-
ity and has personal experi-
ence of the tumult that can be 
caused by affairs of the heart.

She was not born to reign, 
but became heir to the throne 
at age 10, when her uncle King 
Edward VIII abdicated so he 
could marry divorced Ameri-
can Wallis Simpson, making 
Elizabeth’s father King George 
VI.

The current rift is not a crisis 
on that scale, but royal histo-
rian Hugo Vickers said Harry’s 
“quest for personal happiness” 
ahead of duty was reminiscent 
of Edward VIII and represent-
ed a similar anomaly within 
the royal family.

“The queen has always done 
her duty first,” Vickers told 
broadcaster ITV. “And people 
like Prince Philip and Princess 
Anne and obviously (Charles) 
the Prince of Wales have all 
been tremendously good at 
being there to support the 
queen whenever she needs 
them.”

While Harry and Meghan’s 
plans have drawn a mixed re-
sponse in Britain, there has 
been near-universal sympathy 
for the queen. That extend-
ed to U.S. President Donald 
Trump, who said Friday that 
the family situation she’s deal-
ing with was “sad.”

“I just have such respect 
for the queen,” Trump told 
Fox News. “I don’t think this 
should be happening to her.”

AP
 



19	  	 Monday 13 January 2020

SOCCER.NEWS

 Mazembe, Sundowns qualify and 
Esperance unbeaten in 18 matches

JOHANNESBURG

TP Mazembe of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Mamelodi 
Sundowns of South Africa survived 
scares on Saturday to become the 
first qualifiers for the CAF Champi-
ons League quarter-finals.

Five-time champions Mazembe 
fell behind after eight minutes 
against Primeiro Agosto of Angola 
in Lubumbashi and did not take the 
lead until midway through the sec-
ond half in a 2-1 win.

Former trophy-holders Sun-
downs also won 2-1 after USM Alger 
of Algeria wasted a late chance to 
level in Pretoria when a Mohamed 
Meftah penalty struck the wood-
work.

Defending champions Esperance 
of Tunisia are close to a last-eight 
place after stretching an unbeat-
en Champions League run to 18 
matches by beating V Club of DR 
Congo 2-0 in Kinshasa.

Fellow Tunisian club Etoile Sahel 
came from behind to overcome Al 
Hilal of Sudan 2-1 in Omdurman 
and Petro Luanda of Angola and 
Wydad Casablanca drew 2-2 in Lu-
anda.

Platinum of Zimbabwe, the only 
club without a point going into 
matchday four, held record eight-
time champions Al Ahly of Egypt 1-1 
in Bulawayo.

On Friday, JS Kabylie of Algeria 
and Raja Casablanca of Morocco 
drew 0-0 in Tizi Ouzou and Zama-
lek of Egypt triumphed 2-0 against 
Zesco United of Zambia in Cairo.

The weekend results mean the 
eight seeded clubs are well placed 
to reach the quarter-finals with two 
matchdays to come in the elite Afri-

can club competition.
Just hours after Mazembe named 

Serb Dragan Cvetkovic technical 
director, they were stunned when 
Cristovao Mabululu scored his 
sixth CAF goal this season for Pri-
meiro.

- Turn the tide -
Stubborn Angolan resistance 

then kept the Congolese side at bay 
until Chico Ushindi and star for-
ward Jackson Muleka netted within 
nine minutes during the second 
half to turn the tide.

Mazembe top Group A with 10 
points, Zamalek have seven and 
Zesco and Primeiro two each 
ahead of a top-of-the-table clash in 
Cairo on January 25.

All the goals in Pretoria came late 
in the opening half with Thapelo 
Morena putting the South Africans 
ahead, Aymen Mahious equalising 
and Sibusiso Vilakazi scoring the 
winner.

Meftah sent Uganda goalkeeper 
Denis Onyango the wrong way 
with his spot-kick, but the ball hit 
the crossbar and flew over to leave 
2015 runners-up USM winless after 
four group matches.

Sundowns head Group D on 10 
points followed by twice cham-
pions Wydad on six and USM and 
Petro with two apiece.

Etoile avenged a shock home 
loss to Hilal thanks to a 71st-minute 
Iheb Msakni goal.

Hilal led through Waleed Bakhet, 
but Omer Hassan conceded an 
own-goal before half-time and they 
were reduced to 10 men when Nasr 
Eldin Sheighel was red-carded 
soon after Msakni scored.

AFP 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

RECORD -breaking Liverpool beat 
Tottenham 1-0 to extend their lead at 
the top of the Premier League table 
to a yawning 16 points on Saturday as 
Southampton gained sweet revenge 
over high-flying Leicester.

Chelsea and Manchester United 
secured comfortable wins in the race 
for the top four but 10-man Arsenal 
fell further off the pace after a limp 
draw at Crystal Palace.

Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool secured 
their 20th win in 21 Premier League 
matches thanks to Roberto Firmino’s 
37th-minute goal at the Tottenham 
Hotspur Stadium.

Spurs had their chances to take at 
least a point as Son Heung-min and 
Giovani Lo Celso missed the target 
with the goal gaping in the final 15 
minutes.

The European champions have 
won 61 points in the Premier League 
-- the most any side has ever regis-
tered after 21 games in a single sea-
son across Europe’s big five leagues, 
assuming three points for a win.

Their scarcely credible lead over 
second-placed Leicester means they 
are almost certain to claim their first 
English top-flight title for 30 years 
barring a calamitous collapse.

“We played super football in their 
box, but for 90-95 minutes you have 
to be ready,” Liverpool manager Jur-
gen Klopp told Sky Sports. “We were, 
but we still have to do better.”

Speaking about Liverpool’s record 
he said: “It’s special. To win the num-
ber of games, to always be ready to 
fight, that’s what the boys do.

“The only thing is that you don’t 
get anything for best starts. The only 
thing we’re interested in is what we 
can get in the summer. This league is 
so strong. We have to be ready.”

- Leicester lose -
Earlier, Southampton claimed their 

fifth win in their past six games in all 
competitions as they came from be-
hind at the King Power Stadium to 
beat Leicester 2-1.

Dennis Praet fired the hosts into an 

Peerless Liverpool roll on as Leicester stumble

  MANCHESTE  United Kingdom

PEP Guardiola knows replacing 
Manchester City’s “golden genera-
tion” is a tough task but it is one he 
must accomplish to keep the team 
at the pinnacle of English football.

Talismanic captain Vincent Kom-
pany has already left the Etihad, 
midfield maestro David Silva is go-
ing at the end of this season and 
all-time leading goalscorer Sergio 
Aguero is expected to depart when 
his contract runs out in 2021.

The three players were pivotal to 
City’s rise and have been part of all 
four of the club’s Premier League 
triumphs between 2012 and last 
season.

The task for Guardiola, whose 
side look unlikely to defend their 
Premier League title, is to find play-
ers who are good enough to repeat 
those achievements.

“We cannot deny how impor-
tant these names have been for 
the club,” said the Catalan ahead of 
Sunday’s Premier League match at 
Aston Villa.

“Vinny is unique, Sergio is 
unique, David too. These kinds of 
players are incredible.

“But this club has the duty and 
obligation to find the best replace-
ments for all of them and as quickly 
as possible and to anticipate it.

“You have to move on and it has 
to happen. But knowing how im-
portant they were, they helped us 
to be the club we are now.”

- New City stars -
Kevin De Bruyne and Raheem 

Sterling have emerged as Premier 
League stars since Guardiola’s ar-
rival but the presence of the old 
guard, who have been successful 
under three managers at City, pro-
vided a solid foundation.

“I live nearly the last four years 
with these guys and I will always 
be grateful for what they have done 
for me and the club, in our period 
and in the past,” said the City boss.

“They were with Roberto (Man-
cini) and Manuel (Pellegrini) and 
they were incredibly consistent for 
many, many years.”

AFP

Xavi: ‘I can’t deny that my 
dream is to coach Barcelona’

200 not out: Marcus Rashford scored twice on his 200th Manchester United appearance (AFP Photo)

Ibrahimovic waiting for ‘God’ celebration as Atalanta stall leaders Inter 
MILAN 

VETERAN Swedish star Zlatan Ibra-
himovic scored on his first AC Milan 
start since his return to the club in 
a 2-0 win over Cagliari on Saturday 
but city rivals Inter’s position on top 
of Serie A is at risk after a 1-1 draw 
against Atalanta.

Lautaro Martinez put Inter ahead 
after four minutes in the San Siro 
only for Robin Gosens to pull Atalan-
ta level on 76 minutes.

Inter are just one-point clear of 
champions Juventus who play Roma 
in the Stadio Olimpico on Sunday.

Lazio consolidated third position, 
four points behind Inter, with the 
league’s top scorer Ciro Immobile 
grabbing the only goal against Napoli 
to stretch his side’s winning streak to 
ten games.

Atalanta striker Duvan Zapata got 
his first start after a long injury lay-
off but Inter were struggling without 
suspended Nicolo Barella and in-
jured duo Matias Vecino and Alexis 
Sanchez.

“We gave everything in a difficult 
situation,” said Inter coach Antonio 
Conte. “We were down to the bare 
bones, without four big players.

“Looking at our position in the 
table, seeing us up there, we might 
turn a blind eye to some issues.

“But I hope we don’t have any 
more missing players or the situation 
becomes problematic.”

Good work by in-form Inter strike 
duo Martinez and Romelu Lukaku 
paved the way for the first goal min-
utes into the game.

But Gosens volleyed in with quar-
ter of an hour to go and Inter goal-
keeper Samir Handanovic saved a 
Luis Muriel penalty two minutes 
from time to hold onto a point.

Atalanta are fifth, equal on points 
with Roma, who occupy the final 
Champions League berth.

In Sardinia, Ibrahimovic was 
named in the starting 11 for Milan 
against Cagliari, having come on as 
a substitute in their goalless draw 
against Sampdoria last weekend.

The 38-year-old played the entire 
match scoring after 64 minutes for 
his first Milan goal since leaving the 
club for Paris Saint-Germain eight 

years ago.
“I’ll celebrate like a God at San Siro, 

not here,” said Ibrahimovic, who last 
scored in the Milan jersey in May 
2012. “I celebrate God every time I 
score, that way I feel alive!”

- ‘The real Ibra’ -
Portuguese forward Rafael Leao, 

20, had struck the opener just after 
the break as Milan got their first win 
since a 3-2 victory over Bologna on 
December 8.

Since then Stefano Pioli’s side have 
settled for two goalless draws and 
suffered a humiliating 5-0 defeat by 

Atalanta.
Milan move up to eighth in the 

table, 10 points off the Champions 
League berths.

“I feel good, the coach just wanted 
to think about my age and see if I 
needed a rest, but there’s no prob-
lem,” continued Ibrahimovic, who 
did not want to be substituted.

“My brain is always the same and 
the body has to follow.”

It was his 57th goal for the club and 
123rd in Serie A, having also played 
for Inter Milan and Juventus.

He was denied a second with eight 

minutes to go by the linesman’s flag.
“Ibra is an important point of refer-

ence, but it will still take time to per-
fect,” said Pioli.

“He’s not yet the real Ibra, which 
we will see in a few games.”

Ibrahimovic has a six-month con-
tract with an option for another sea-
son. He helped the club win their 
18th and most recent Serie A title in 
2011.

Cagliari fell to their fourth consec-
utive defeat, but remain sixth.

- Perfect 10 -
Lazio extended their winning 

streak to a club record of ten games 
as they inflicted a second consecu-
tive defeat on Serie A runners-up 
Napoli thanks to a blunder from goal-
keeper David Ospina with eight min-
utes to go.

Colombian international Ospina 
was caught in possession inside his 
own box allowing Immobile to tap in 
his 20th goal in 19 games to the de-
light of the home crowd as the club 
marked their 120th anniversary.

Lazio are chasing their first Scudet-
to since 2000.

“What is missing for the Scudet-
to? To be honest, we’re not missing 
much,” said coach Simone Inzaghi.

“We keep conceding crazy goals,” 
said Napoli coach Gennaro Gattuso 
whose side drop to tenth place.
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early lead, but Stuart Armstrong’s de-
flected effort quickly pulled Hasen-
huettl’s men level.

Danny Ings then scored his 10th 
goal in 11 games eight minutes from 
time and the visitors survived a late 
scare when Jonny Evans’s header 
was ruled out by VAR for offside.

Chelsea put their struggles at 
Stamford Bridge behind them with a 
3-0 win over Burnley, who slid ever 
closer to the bottom three.

Jorginho opened the scoring from 
the penalty spot and Tammy Abra-
ham gave Frank Lampard’s men 
breathing space before half-time.

Callum Hudson-Odoi then scored 
his first Premier League goal by con-
verting Cesar Azpilicueta’s cross at 
the back post.

United ended a three-game win-
less run in style with Marcus Rash-
ford and Anthony Martial once again 
leading the way for Ole Gunnar Sol-
skjaer’s men in a 4-0 demolition of 
bottom-of-the-table Norwich.

Rashford marked his 200th ap-
pearance for the club with two goals 

and Martial and substitute Mason 
Greenwood were also on target.

Solskjaer was delighted with this 
team’s performance, which leaves 
them in fifth spot in the table, five 
points behind fourth-placed Chelsea.

But after the match he took fans 
at Old Trafford to task after angry 
protests aimed at unpopular owners 
the Glazer family and executive vice-
chairman Ed Woodward.

“As a club we’ve got to stick togeth-
er, we’ve got to be united, we are a 
family,” said the United boss.

“I can only say from when I’ve been 
here I’ve been backed by the owners, 
I’ve been backed by Ed and they’re 
supporting me, so for me, make sure 
they stick together.”

Woodward has become a particu-
lar target for supporters in recent 
months, given the club’s on-field 
problems and his record in the trans-
fer market.

- Aubameyang sees red -
Arsenal are now 11 points off the 

Champions League places as their 
revival under Mikel Arteta was halt-

ed by a red card for captain Pierre-
Emerick Aubameyang in a 1-1 draw at 
Crystal Palace.

Aubameyang gave the Gunners a 
deserved first-half lead but the Ea-
gles levelled thanks to Jordan Ayew’s 
deflected effort before a VAR review 
turned a yellow card for Aubamey-
ang into a red for a reckless challenge 
on Max Meyer.

Wolves were held 1-1 at home by 
Newcastle while Everton bounced 
back from an embarrassing FA Cup 
exit to a youthful Liverpool side 
thanks to a moment of magic from 
Richarlison to beat Brighton 1-0.

During Spurs’ match against Liv-
erpool, injured Tottenham forward 
Harry Kane tweeted an image of 
himself in his hospital bed following 
successful surgery on his damaged 
hamstring. He wrote: “First day of re-
covery starts now!”

Defending champions Manchester 
City travel to Aston Villa on Sunday, 
17 points behind Liverpool.

AFP

Guardiola faces up to huge 
task of Man City renewal

 DOHA

BARCELONA legend and cur-
rent Al-Sadd coach Xavi Hernan-
dez confessed that his dream is 
to coach his former club, amid 
reports of current talks between 
the 39-year-old and the La Liga 
champions.

“I can’t deny that my dream is 
to coach Barcelona,” Xavi said on 
Saturday after leading his side to 
the Qatari cup final. “I’ve said it so 
many times, in a lot of interviews. 
Everyone knows that I’m a Barce-
lona fan, the club are in my heart 
and my dreams. But for now I’m 
focused on Al-Sadd.”

Current manager Ernesto Val-
verde is facing pressure at the 
Blaugrana after a late collapse 
against Atletico Madrid in the 
semifinals of the Spanish Super 
Cup in Saudi Arabia on Thursday. 
It’s the 55-year-old’s second con-
secutive poor result, with Barce-
lona dropping points against ri-
vals and league-worst Espanyol in 
their last La Liga bout.

Barcelona’s Director of Football 

– and former teammate of Xavi – 
Eric Abidal and CEO Oscar Grau 
traveled to Doha, Qatar to meet 
with Xavi on Friday and watched 
Al-Sadd’s semi-final win on Sat-
urday, which booked the club a 
spot in the final. Xavi, however, 
was tight-lipped about discussing 
what was said during their meet-
ing.

“Abidal is my friend,” Xavi add-
ed, “I’ve met with him a lot of times. 
I respect Barcelona, I respect Val-
verde  and I respect my contract. 
I’m doing my job here. I’ve been 
focussing on the semi-final and 
now I’m thinking about the final. 
I’m very happy to be coaching Al-
Sadd and I respect this club a lot. I 
can’t say anything else.”

On Saturday, Al-Sadd confirmed 
that negotiations between Xavi 
and Barcelona for the former 
midfielder to return to Spain are 
ongoing. The Qatari club has dis-
missed the reports in the past, but 
Al-Sadd sporting director, Ghulam 
Al Balushi, confirmed otherwise 
following the game.

(Agencies)

Milan’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic celebrates with teammates after scoring his side’s second goal 
during an Italian Serie A soccer match between Cagliari and Milan in Cagliari, Saturday, 
Jan. 11, 2020. (AP)



Peerless Liverpool roll on as 
Leicester stumble
Comprehensive report, page 19

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Ndanda FC coach bemoans 
team’s inexperience   
By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

NDANDA FC head coach, 
Abdul Mingange, has ad-
mitted lack of experience 
counted against his side as 
they suffered a 1-0 defeat 
to fellow relegation strug-
glers Mbeya City FC in a 
Vodacom Premier League 
Match played at the Samo-
ra Stadium in Iringa on Sat-
urday.

Mingange watched hap-
lessly on as his charges 
conceded a second half 
goal following a lapse in 
defense concentration that 
allowed Kelvin Kayongo 
to head home the all-im-
portant goal to condemn 
Ndanda FC to their tenth 
loss of the season. 

Ndanda have one win 
in their opening 17 league 
matches and Mingange, for-
mer Azam FC and Mbeya 
City FC coach, sensed a 
lack of confidence and ma-
turity among his players. 

“As I have said previ-
ously, this team has many 
youngsters who are not 
used to pressure especially 
in a must-win game like 
this one. The officiating is 
questionable, it can lead to 
some a not so smart player 

making stupid decision,” 
Mingange told reporters af-
ter the match. 

“We have lost and we 
now have to plan for future 
games, we will sign new 
players and hopefully we 
will do well.” 

Defeat to Mbeya City has 
heaped pressure on coach 
Mingange, who is yet to de-
liver a league victory since 
his appointment in late No-
vember. Ndanda are now 
rock bottom of the 20-team 
league’s log. 

On the other hand, 
Mbeya City head coach 
Amri Said believes a tacti-
cal tweak in the second 
half got them maximum 
points. 

“Ndanda parked the bus, 
they had seven players in 
their own half, we had to 
run them down. We made 
substitutions by introduc-
ing a second striker who 
secured us the winning 
goal,” he said.

Four teams get relegated 
automatically at the end 
of the season, while the 
two teams just above them 
goes into a two-leg playoff 
against the teams that fin-
ished second in each of the 
two First Division League 
groups.

Kagera Sugar players take part in drills in Bukoba recently to prepare for the Vodacom Premier League matches. PHOTO; COURTESY OF KAGERA SUGAR

		
20		  Monday 13 January 2020

      

Simba SC, Mtibwa Sugar battle 
for 2020 Mapinduzi Cup glory
By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

S
IMBA Sports 
Club and Mtibwa 
Sugar will battle 
for the right to be 

crowned 2020 Mapinduzi 
Cup champions when they 
meet in the final at Amaan 
Stadium in Zanzibar 
tonight, kick-off at 20h15. 

Simba booked their 
place in the final thanks 
to a 3-2 penalty shootout 
win over Azam FC in the 
semis, having overcome 
Zimamoto 3-1 in the 
quarterfinals. 

They are looking to win a 
fourth Mapinduzi Cup title, 
and their first since 2015 
when they beat Mtibwa 

Sugar in the final. 
They have appeared 

in six previous finals, 
the most recent was a 2-1 
loss to Azam FC in the 
2019 edition. That match 
also took place at Amaan 
Stadium. 

At the beginning of the 
campaign, Simba won 
the Community Shield 
under Belgian head coach, 
Patrick Aussems, who 
has since been succeeded 
by a fellow Belgian, Sven 
Vandenbroeck. 

Despite being only in 
charge of the squad in six 
matches, Vandenbroeck 
knows he has to deliver 
after two stalemates in 
his first two opening big 
games. 

Mtibwa Sugar, 
meanwhile, claimed their 
place in the final thanks 
to a penalty shootout win 
over Young Africans (Yang) 
in the semis.

Mtibwa Sugar had beaten 
Chipukizi in a similar 
fashion in the previous 
round of the competition. 

Mtibwa Sugar who are 
underdogs in this clash, 
will be hoping to cause 
an upset by lifting the 
Mapinduzi Cup for only 
the second time. 

They won the trophy 
in 2010 by beating Ocean 
View of Zanzibar but the 
Morogoro side have been 
losing finalists in three 
occasions. 

Four of the six 2020 

Mapinduzi Cup matches 
have been decided 
by penalty shootout, 
suggesting that any match 
in this tournament can go 
either way. 

However, one quirk 
within the Mapinduzi Cup 
record of the two teams 
will spark fear for Mtibwa 
Sugar, in two previous cup 
finals between the teams, 
Simba have emerged 
victorious on each and 
every occasion. 

Will Mtibwa Sugar either 
rewrite the tournament’s 
history book and stun 
Simba or will the latter, 
popularly known as 
‘Msimbazi Reds’, prove too 
strong for the sugarcane 
millers from Manungu?

Simba SC defender, Pashal Wawa (R), shoots past Azam FC forward, Iddi Selemani, when the two outfits met in the last four of the 2020 
Mapinduzi Cup, which took place in Zanzibar last weekend. Simba SC won 3-2 in penalty shootout to cruise to the final, slated for today. 
PHOTO; COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

VPL offers 
excitement 
despite Simba, 
Yanga absence 

By Guardian Correspondent

THE big boys, Azam FC, Young Africans (Yan-
ga) and Simba SC were out of Vodacom Premier 
League (VPL) action last weekend but there 
were still more than enough matches to provide 
talking points. 

Here we look at the VPL match day 17 talking 
points in five matches played on Saturday in dif-
ferent venues across the country. 

Ndanda FC lost again over the weekend. This 
time by a solitary goal to Mbeya City FC. 

Ndanda FC have lost nine of their last 10 
league. If they were not worried before, this may 
be the right time to fret. 

The appointment of head coach Abdul Min-
gange has so far failed to yield results. Mingange 
has picked one point from a possible 15 points. 

They are now bottom of the VPL table with 
nine points, the latest defeat leaving them a 
point behind Singida United. The Mtwara squad 
are the only team yet to register an away victory 
in this season’s campaign. 

With 21 games to play it is still possible for 
them to salvage their season, but time is running 
out and with four teams directly relegated, a few 
more losses could prove disastrous. 

Biashara United hired Kenyan coach Francis 
Baraza on November 18 last year in the hopes 
that he could plug the holes of their sinking ship. 

Biashara United began the season in relega-
tion type form. They lost four of their opening 
five matches. 

The Mara outfit’s irate fans could not take it 
and forced the exit of head coach Amri Said who 
had helped them escape relegation last season. 

On Saturday they ended high flying Coastal 
Union’s six-match winning streak with a hard 
fought 1-1 away draw that prompted angry re-
actions from the home team fans who thought 
three points were in the bag before the last whis-
tle. 

Baraza has picked up nine points from pos-
sible 18 points from his first six games in charge, 
his only loss came in the top flight competition’s 
game against Yanga. 

They are only three points safe from a direct 
relegation spot but Baraza may have steered the 
ship around. 

Kagera Sugar last won a league match on No-
vember 22 last year, defeating Lipuli FC 2-1.

Since then they have registered five losses and 
one draw, and are now eighth in the log.

On Saturday, Kagera suffered another loss, this 
time at the hands of Police Tanzania. 

That was the third consecutive loss. Head 
coach Mecky Mexime has a lot of work on his 
hands or else he will soon be looking over his 
shoulder from the hovering relegation axe like 
last season. 

Kagera Sugar’s next league assignment is 
against Yanga who are on an unbeaten run in 
their last 11 matches.

Yanga will also have the luxury of playing at 
home under their new head coach, Belgian Luc 
Eymael. 

While Coastal Union are hogging the headlines 
for winning five league games in a row, there is 
another team quietly going about their business, 
raking in points. Namungo have only lost one in 
their last five games.

They are well placed for a top eight finish in 
their top flight debut season, but may even want 
to challenge for a top five place, considering it is 
only one point away from them. 

And with their experienced forward, Reliant 
Lusajo, having found his goal scoring boots, any-
thing is possible.
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