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Samia: Sort out problems before elections

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

day swore in new members of the just-

revamped cabinet ministers, urging them
to sort out people’s concerns well ahead of next
year’s local government elections.

She told the ministers, deputy ministers and
permanent secretaries at the Tunguu State Lodge
in South Unguja Region that the reshuffle was not
meant as a punishment but was intended to stim-
ulate efficiency.

Urging the portfolio holders to meet expecta-
tions of the public as servants of the people, she
said that in serving the people, strengthening re-
lations was vital, and all leaders need to take this
into account to bring inclusive changes.

Leaders must stop positioning themselves as
big people, ignoring people’s problems, she said,
insisting that they need to show how strong they
are to address challenges facing the society.

Leaders need to be calm and gentle, prioritising
thinking before making decisions, she said, point-
ing at huge tasks ahead of Regional Administra-
tion and Local Governments in the President’s Of-
fice, which needs to work on burning issues, with
next year’s local government elections in mind.

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango urged the
newly appointed leaders to enhance productivity
by improving cooperation with executives in the
various areas.

They need to discharge their duties mindful of
the policy of reconciliation, resilience, reforms
and rebuilding in addressing various challenges,
whether in the Mainland or in Zanzibar.

“Changes in leadership are similar to soccer
teams where the coach makes changes to the line-
up to increase efficiently and improve outcomes,”
he said, emphasising the customary habit of lis-
tening to people’s concerns.

He said this custom has been observed in vari-
ous instances in both sides of the union, thus the
need to reactivate the method and work on the is-
sues raised, “as there are many challenges includ-
ing land disputes which are yet to be solved.”

Disputes between the people and conservation
authorities are increasingly serious in various ar-
eas, so the leaders should work with the Livestock
ministry in solving the challenges, he said.

Lauding the president for designing a good to
plan a selecting a good team that will be able to
bring good results, he said those appointed must
be mindful that the government is heading to-
wards next year’s local government polls and the
general election the following year.

Zanzibar President Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi, as-
sured the sworn-in leaders of full cooperation
where they need it, urging them to put in every-
thing they have to the tasks ahead.

“The government of Zanzibar will cooperate
with you to strengthen the union,” he stated. “Let
us maintain the culture of cooperating even in
things which are not union matters,” he notice-
ably remarked.

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan yester-

President Samia Suluhu Hassan swears in Doto Mashaka Biteko (44) as Deputy Prime Minister (Coordination of Government Activities)

doubling as Energy minister at Tunguu State Lodge in Zanzibar yesterday.

Take precautions, minister

urges disaster committees

By Guardian Correspondent, district authorities must be
‘ ‘ prepared for waterlogging and
Dodoma flooding causing infrastructure
damage, with potential loss of

DISASTER management The farme_rs must life, she stated.
committees need to start taking ~ US€ the rains to Crop loss and property dam-

precautions and educate the
public on the possible impacts

cultivate staples like
rice, conduct rain

of the likely El Nino weather harvesting, while systems, algrting communitigs
pattern. are on precautions to take, while
Jenista Mhagama, the Policy, authorities SP eed strengthening disaster commit-
Coordination, and Parliamen- UP constructing tees at all levels, she said.
tary Affairs state minister in dams and start fish In areas expected to receive
the Prime Minister’s Office, fqrming above-average rainfall, heavy
said at a press conference here rains can cause floods or land-
yesterday that the El Nifio situ-  stated. slides occasioning harm to peo-

This alert comes in the wake
of a forecast by the Tanza-
nia Meteorological Authority
(TMA) that wide areas of the
country are likely receive above
normal rains during the end of
year rainy season, owing to El-
Nino conditions.

Given the potentially heavy
rains expected, regional and

ation arising from warming of
the ocean surface in the cen-
tral and eastern tropical Pacific
Ocean, would ignite emergency
weather situations.

Taking advance measures to
protect people from the likely
impact was crucial and thus
officials in those departments
need to work on the matter, she

any disasters that come up.

pare disaster

age is also likely, thus the need
to enhance clearing drainage

ple and the environment, she
said, urging the zonal commit-
tees to identify flood prone are-
as for rearguard action by com-
ing up with plans to confront

Such committees can pre-
management
resources for drainage, restor-
ing roads and water systems

to prevent disease outbreaks,
she said, also pointing at poten-
tial threat to electricity supply
systems, to ensure that they
remain steady during intense
periods.

The farmers must use the
rains to cultivate staples like
rice, conduct rain harvesting,
while authorities speed up con-
structing dams and start fish
farming, she said.

A week ago the weather agen-
cy said that December will ex-
perience the most intense rain-
fall, despite that short rainfall
periods are likely to start later
this month.

The main thrust of the rainy
season commences in October
in most areas, with the rains be-
ing anticipated earlier in west-
ern regions of Lake Victoria
and spread to other regions in
due course, the statement indi-
cated.

Govt: Local production of quality oil seeds necessary

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE government has
embarked on a plan to
strengthen research
institutes to produce

quality seeds for palm oil
and sunflower, to enhance
production of edible oils
locally.

Exaud Kigahe, the Trade

and Industries deputy
minister, stated this position
in parliamentary debate
yesterday, responding to a
question by Special Seats MP
Fatma Toufia.

The MP demanded the
government’s strategies to
increase production of edible

sector.

oil to control importation
of the commodity, to which
he said the government
was collaborating with
stakeholders to implement
strategies to develop the
palm oil and sunflower sub-

These are the main crops to
develop production of edible
oils in the country, he said,
noting that two industries
have been established,
Qstec and Jeolong while
Mount Meru Millers is being
expanded.

An increase in research
funding to specialised
institutions is being pursued,
he said, elaborating that the

to increase edible oils
production.

Earlier, the government
embarked on a plan to
improve the palm oil crop
production in Kigoma
Region, with expectations
that 20m nursery trees were
to be planted within four
years, saving up to 600bn/-
used to import cooking oil
annually.

The strategy started during
fiscal 2018/19 with various
studies conducted to ensure
quality seeds for the crop
are available, so that five
million palm oil trees are
planted annually, when
farmers easily access quality

government has directed
agro-sector departments

to enhance oil seeds
development to feed local
industries.

In a supplementary question,
the MP queried why the
government was not
mobilising local investors

to produce more edible oils
from available crops like
sesame, groundnuts and
cotton.

In his response, he said the
government has put in place
a strategy to prioritise local
production of edible oils,
while also inviting foreign
investors, pointing at the
use of modern technology

seeds.

The strategy involved other
key players like Tanzania
Prisons and the National
Service (JKT) through its
camps in Kigoma Region, he
added.
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PAPU’s new
fower set to
host Africa

digitisation

incubator

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame,

Arusha

THE Pan-African Postal Union’s
(PAPU) complex set to be inaugu-
rated here today by President Samia
Suluhu Hassan, expected to house
an incubation center for transform-
ing the continent’s postal services
into a modern, border free digitised
communication network.

Dr Sifundo Moyo, the PAPU secre-
tary general, told journalists yester-
day that postal networks in Africa
dispose of extensive infrastructure
weaving into remote areas and once
modernized, it can be used to bridge
the digital divide on the continent.

A digital laboratory intended to
ease postal entities’ ability to digitise
their services and upgrade their op-
erations is a component of the cen-
tre, he said.

Mulembwa Munaku, the ministeri-
al director of communication servic-
es, said that digital transformation of
postal services, incorporating new
technology, was the main theme of
the 41st PAPU annual meeting.

The tower was built at a cost of
33bn/- to serve as headquarters for
the continental posts and communi-
cations entity, after the late Father of
the Nation, Mwalimu Julius Nyerere
offered to host the head offices of
the newly founded union in the final
years of his long presidency.

Nape Nnauye, the Information
Communications and Information
Technology minister, said the postal
union head office’s inauguration
is a Pan-African dream come true,
as Tanzania prepares to host next
year’s edition of the general meeting,.

The PAPU complex is a joint ven-
ture project between PAPU and the
Tanzania Communications Regula-
tory Authority (TCRA), the former
footing 60 percent of the bill.

Beijing Engineering and Construc-
tion Ltd undertook the works for the
project alongside a number of sub-
contractors.

Major investment structures cur-
rently doting the Arusha skyline
include the Ngorongoro Tourism
Centre building, the Mafao House
of the National Social Security Fund
(NSSF) near the Clock-Tower and
ex-Naura Springs Hotel, all designed
decades ago.

PAPU was created in January 1980
as a specialised agency of the Organ-
ization of African Union (OAU), the
precursor to the African Union (AU).
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TAFIRI running programme
toraise fishermen’s incomes

By Henry Mwangonde,
Dodoma

THE government
through the Tanzania
Fisheries Research In-

stitute (TAFIRI) is imple-
menting a programme
using Global Positioning
System (GPS) to identify
Potential Fishing Zones -
(PFZ) to help fishermen
increase their capability.

Deputy minister for In-
dustries and Trade Exaud
Kigahe made the remarks
in the National Assembly
when responding to a
question by Tumbe leg-
islator Khamis Mbarouk
who asked when the gov-
ernment will empower
fishermen to use modern
fishing techniques includ-
ing GPS.

In response the min-
ister said the govern-
ment through TAFIRI has
started implementing
the programme in the In-
dian Ocean to help fishing
communities to identify
areas with potential fish.

He said the programme
uses GPS through mo-
bile phones to identify
areas with potential fish
at a certain period add-
ing that the pilot fishing
exercise was done to fish-

ing communities of Mafia,
and Tanga for Tanzania
mainland and Unguja and
Pemba for Zanzibar.

He said TAFIRI was now
creating a special app to
help fishermen to know
the best time to fish but
also understand where
the fish is found in large
numbers.

He said the programme
was 90-percent complete
and that the government
was hopeful that the pro-
gramme will be a game
changer in the fishing sec-
tor.

Tanzania is one of the
largest fishing nations in
Africa, according to the
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganisation; it is ranked
in the top 10 countries in
terms of total capture fish-
eries production.

The annual fish produc-
tion is about 341,065 tons.
In addition, the sector
contributed more than
1.4percent to the GDP and
more than 10 percent to
the national foreign ex-
change earnings.

For the years 2005 -
2010, fish and fishery
products exports from
Tanzania earned the
country US$ 195.2 million
per annum.

Mozambique reports
death of militant leader

MAPUTO

Mozambican President
Filipande Jacinto Nyusi
yesterday reported the
killing of reputed ter-
rorist leader Bonomade
Machude Omar, known
as Ibn Omar, in troubled
Cabo Delgado province.

Speaking live on state
Radio Mozambique from
his seaside palace, Nyusi
said the terrorist leader
was fatally shot Tues-
day during a gun battle
against Mozambique’s de-
fense forces that was sup-
ported by the Rwandan
military and troops from
the Southern African De-
velopment Community.

Nyusi made the an-
nouncement after a meet-
ing with visiting Cuban
President Miguel Diaz-
Canel, who is on a two-
day visit to the country.

There has been no inde-
pendent confirmation of
the deaths. Nyusi empha-
sized that the fight against
terrorists would continue,
even when they operate
in small groups.

Ibn Omar, considered
the leader of the radical
Islamic State group in Mo-
zambique, was targeted
by the second phase of
the “Coup Duro II” opera-
tion in Cabo Delgado.

On the ground in Cabo
Delgado, the Mozambican
defense forces have been
fighting terrorism since
July 2021, with support
from Rwandan troops
and the SADC contingent.

The chief of staff of the
Mozambican defense
forces, General Joaquim
Rivas Mangrasse, said
the killing of the terrorist
leader did not mean the
end of the insurgency in
Mozambique. He noted
that continual comb-
ing through forests was
needed to flush out the
militants.

Rivas Mangrasse said
that with Ibn Omar, two
more of his direct follow-
ers -- still unidentified --
were also killed.

Little is known about
the history and lifestyle
of Bonomade Machude
Omar, but it is believed
that he is one of the few
Mozambican  terrorists
who spent his childhood
in Mocimboa da Praia, a
district inside Cabo Del-
gado province with about
65,000 inhabitants.

He has often been de-
scribed as the brains
behind jihadist attacks
over the past five years,
claimed by a group known
as Ahlu Sunnah wa Jama.

AGENCIES

Arusha regional commissioner John Mongella briefs journalists in Arusha yesterday on preparations for the inauguration of the headquarters of the Pan African Postal
Union (PAPU) expected to be held in the city today with President Samia Suluhu Hassan as chief guest.

Merger of 4 security funds has cut running costs by 12 pet, says govt

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE government decision to merge
four social security funds to Public Ser-
vice Social Security Fund (PSSSF) has cut
down the operational and running cost
by 12percent, the Parliament was told
yesterday.

Patrobas Katambi, Deputy minister
of State in the Prime Minister’s office,
Labour, Youth, Employment and Per-
sons with Disability gave the sentiment
when responding to a question by Nancy
Nyalusi (Special Seats-CCM) who wanted
to know measures taken by the govern-
ment to avert inconveniences to pen-
sioners.

The MP said pensioners have been go-
ing through some challenges including
delays in remittance of terminal benefits

and monthly pension following the gov-
ernment decision to merge GEPF, LAPF,
PPF and PSPF social security funds.

Responding further, Katambi said the
government decision to merge the firms
was ideal as it has cut the cost as well as
enhanced performance.

“The social security funds were too
many all eyeing the very same members
at high cost, the decision to merge them
has increased productivity as well as
easy management, monitoring and con-
trol” said the deputy minister

Adding “by merging, there are same
ratio of terminal benefits and monthly
pension compared to the situation was
before the decision to join them, there
was challenges in the benefits as each as
its own calculations, despite the fact that
they are all public servants, one would

be paid 40m/- while another pocketing
75m/.”

He said the government carried out
research before its decision to join the
social security schemes and come up
with the ratio used in calculations of the
terminal benefits and monthly pension.

Katambi further said that the govern-
ment took the decision to merge the so-
cial schemes as poor performance of the
schemes as some relied on the govern-
ment in paying their member’s pension.

The decision to have in place PSSSF
and NSSF has been a solution to timely
payment of the monthly pension to the
members as well as terminal benefits to
retirees. So far, he said, if the retired
members’ details and documents are in
order and there are no any challenges,
then, the retirees get their terminal ben-

efits within the maximum 60-days.

The move, he attributed to govern-
ment decision to opt for use of informa-
tion and communication technology in
most of the operations and a member
does not have to consume time to make
follow up of the benefits.

In the main question, Nyalusi wanted
to know when the government will in-
crease the monthly pension to retirees
taking into account the economic status.

The Deputy Minister said the govern-
ment has increased the pension whereas
the minimum the pensioners pocket
monthly is 100,000/- upward.

He added that the social security
funds carry evaluation every three years
of their sustainability and liquidity be-
fore making a decision to increase the
members’ monthly pensions.

Members of the Datooga ethnic community for years living at Olpiro within the Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority pictured at the Eyasi Ward office yesterday
waiting to register for voluntary relocation from the area as advised by the government.

Chakwera says 800 medium, large-scale farmers have registered in mega farms programme

LILONGWE

President Dr. Lazarus McCarthy
Chakwera has disclosed that the
Mega Farm Support Unit has regis-
tered 800 medium and large-scale
farmers, with aggregated land hold-
ing of 63, 000 hectares across the
country.

Chakwera said all of registered
farmers have been verified and sen-
sitized to the mechanisms of the
programme and that government
has already started providing them
with necessary support to enable
them thrive in their ventures.

The President made the remarks
on Thursday when he launched Pri-
vate Sector Mega Farms Programme
and One Stop Support Centre at

Kanengo in Lilongwe.

Chakwera said he was pleased
with the new political will and tech-
nical leadership the new broom at
the Ministry of Agriculture has dem-
onstrated in the implementation of
the mega farm programme.

“As you know, last year I ex-
pressed great frustration at the lack
of progress and action by the Minis-
try of Agriculture on my directives
regarding the development of mega
farms to operationalize the agro-in-
dustrialization and commercializa-
tion pillar of Malawi 2063 and fulfil
my administration’s commitment
to the achievement of food secu-
rity. The situation was so concern-
ing that I even gave the ministry a
deadline by which to see to it that

mega farms were starting to be de-
veloped, failing which there would
be severe consequences for non-
compliance,” he said.

But Chakwera disclosed that he is
happy with the dedication and zeal
the new management at the Minis-
try of Agriculture have demonstrat-
ed towards the programme.

He stated that it is for this rea-
son that he will be in Nkhata Bay to
launch a mega farm next week be-
fore launching another one in Chik-
wawa a month after.

He described mega farms as a
game changer as the country seeks
to turnaround its economic for-
tunes.

“It is a game changer for our farm-
ers, whose capacity for production

is on full display in the pavilions that
I have seen here this morning. Our
farmers have deep and rich knowl-
edge about farming, but many of
them do not get as much out of their
farms as they can because the focus
is on subsistence farming that uses
tools from a bygone era.

“We must therefore support them
to scale up production through
mechanization and modernization
of their farming methods, so that
they can reap the maximum ben-
efits of farming. And in order for
our farmers to make this transition
from subsistence farming to com-
mercial farming, government has
made a concerted effort to reorgan-
ize farmers across the country into
cooperatives, but the missing link is

often the partnership of the private
sector to fully leverage the potential
of our land for mass production of
commercial crops,” said the Presi-
dent.

President Chakwera expressed
hope that mega farms will contrib-
ute towards generation of foreign
exchange for Malawi.

“This approach is also a game
changer for our economy as a
whole, because most of our forex
revenue comes from farming, but
given the forex challenges we have
faced in the recent past as a conse-
quence of the enormous debt left
behind by past administrations, it
is clear that our long term solution
has to involve boosting and diver-
sifying agricultural productivity

for exports as outlined in our ATM
Strategy.

“This is why I am delighted to
provide this One Stop Support Cen-
tre for all Mega Farm initiatives by
the private sector, because what we
need is coordination between poli-
cy makers in government, resources
and skills in the private sector, and
the human and land resources that
our farmers command,” he said.

“The time for talking about mega
farms is past. It is time for action,
and this One-Stop Support Centre is
our commitment to bringing farm-
ers and private sector investors to-
gether to get things done,” Chakw-
era concluded.

AGENCIES
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Tanzania’s Ambassador to Austria, Naimi Aziz, addresses Tanzania Atomic Energy Commission workers at Kikombo in Dodoma Region yes-
terday in the company of TAEC director general Prof Lazaro Busagala (C) and radiation control unit director Dr Justine Ngaila. Photo: Cor-
respondent Peter Mkwavila

$1.5m to train farmers in modern
irrigation techniques in Uganda

KAMPALA

THE Danish International Develop-
ment Agency (DANIDA) is committing
$1.5 million to strengthen their resil-
ience, at the time when Ugandan farm-
ers are experiencing poor harvests due
to drought.

The grant is earmarked for training
farmers in the use of modern irrigation
systems.

The Danish government is support-
ing climate action in Uganda. Copen-
hagen recently released $1.5 million for
the project “Strengthening irrigation to
improve climate adaptation and sup-
port smallholder production systems in
Uganda”, launched on 29 August 2023
in the Ugandan capital Kampala.

The funding is provided under the
Green Trade Partnership Programme of
DANIDA.

The East African Grains Council
(EAGC), Danish pump supplier Grund-
fos, Akvo International and Access to
Innovation of Denmark will implement
the irrigation project, with support
from the Danish Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs. Scheduled to run for three years,

the project “aims to ensure that farmers
adopt quality, climate-smart irrigation
technologies, given the current effects
of climate change”, explains John Mc-
Nay, East Africa advisor to Access to In-
novation, a Danish organisation operat-
ing in East Affrica.

Modern irrigation systems are not
only much more water-efficient, they
also consume less energy. What’s more,
they help to reduce the use of inputs,
while ensuring that agricultural pro-
duction is secure throughout the year.
“In addition to cereals, the project will
focus on irrigating high-value crops.
This strategy aims to ensure greater
profitability for farmers, given the avail-
ability of a market,” explains Gerald
Masila, EAGC’s Executive Director.

Some 12,000 small and medium-sized
farmers will benefit from the irrigation
project. They will need to be members
of recognised farmers’ organisations,
which will facilitate the process of ap-
plying for access to the technology.
Larger farmers will have the opportuni-
ty to participate separately, by express-
ing their interest and applying accord-
ingly.

Kenya waives visit visa for DR Congo nationals

NAIROBI

NATIONALS of the Democratic
Republic of Congo will from now
visit Kenya without a visa, Nairobi
announced yesterday.

The new policy, Kenya says, is
part of a continuing legal shift to
accommodate the DRC’s admission
into the East African Community.

A notice issued last week to all
diplomatic missions abroad as well
as Kenya’s regional administrative
heads had alerted officials of the
imminent change in policy. It said
the visa waiver will be effective

from September 1.

“The government of Kenya has
removed Democratic Republic of
Congo from Category 2 to category
1 of the visa regulations in compli-
ance with the East Africa Commu-
nity Regulations of free movement
of persons within the member
states,” said the circular dated Au-
gust 25.

“In this regard, Kenya has waived
visa requirements for all nationals
of the Democratic Republic of Con-
go effective September 1, 2023.”

The DRC became the seventh
member of the EAC last year in

Somali president says military operations against
Al-Shabaab will continue until ‘final victory

MOGADISHU

SOMALI President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud said military operations
against Al-Shabaab will not stop un-
til final victory is achieved.

He was speaking Tuesday, a day
after government troops retreated
from several towns following a
deadly Al-Shabaab attack on sol-
diers in Cowsweyne village yester-
day.

“Whether one battlefield is lost or
someone spreads misinformation,
the fight is going to continue. It will
not stop, we are not turning back
from where we are,” he said. “We
will achieve the final victory that we
seek. The importance is achieving a
final victory. A final victory is near.”

He praised government soldiers
who dislodged the militants from
vast areas since the offensive was
launched last year, and paid tribute
to those soldiers and local fighters
who participated in the operations.

“Al-Shabaab today is weaker,
smaller in number,” he said. “We are
more experienced, more in number,
better equipped, more encouraged,
and we have a victory which the en-
emy lacks. Victory is in our grasp.”

Mohamud denied Al-Shabaab’s
claim that 178 soldiers were killed
in the Cowsweyne attack. Instead,
he said that Al-Shabaab lost the
most and buried their dead in mass
graves.

“The correct information about

Cowsweyne has to be this conclu-
sion -- that the number of soldiers
Al-Shabaab claimed to have killed
is false,” he said, explaining that the
group lost 190 fighters and buried
them in mass graves.

“They have finished off their own
wounded, [because] they don’t have
hospitals, they don’t have medica-
tion for them,” he said. “The army
will reach those mass graves and
investigate them.”

Casualty claims by both sides
have not been independently veri-
fied. The Al-Shabaab militant group
claimed the attack on Cowsweyne
was a “historic victory.”

As a result of the attack, govern-
ment forces retreated from four
towns that Al-Shabaab claimed to
have recaptured on Tuesday.

The former president of Somalia,
Sharif Sheikh Ahmed, called for an
investigation into how military op-
erations at the Cowsweyne frontline
were managed. He urged the parlia-
mentary subcommittee for defense
to investigate the attack.

Mohamud in his remarks prom-
ised to correct “mistakes” and
vowed accountability.

“It’s time to reward heroes among
the soldiers; and to hold those abus-
ing their responsibilities, commit-
ted treason or undermining the
army accountable,” he said.

He promised that any mistakes
made by a soldier, an officer, or any-
body else would be corrected.

May. And though it has yet to as-
cend to some of the protocols,
including that on free movement
and the customs union, Kinshasa
had generally used bilateral agree-
ments with current member states
on visa. Kenyans, under that ar-
rangement, do not need visas to
the DRC.

The Congolese authorities have
been waiting a long time for this
measure. A few months ago, Chris-
tophe Lutundula spoke of the im-
portance of facilitating the move-
ment of people and goods in the
EAC bloc. The Congolese Foreign

Correspondent Sabato Kasika

Minister argued that most of the
goods coming from the Indian
Ocean pass through the port of
Mombasa in Kenya. He also add-
ed that, in addition to the port of
Mombasa, goods also pass through
Dar es Salam in Tanzania. The Con-
golese authorities nevertheless
said that they expected the Congo
and its citizens, as members of the
East African community, should
now benefit from the same cus-
toms facilities due to members of
the East African community.
According to the minister, who
spoke weeks before this decision,

the DRC has every reason to seek
regional integration and to suc-
ceed in its integration into the East
African bloc, since 5 of the 9 neigh-
bouring countries (Tanzania, Bu-
rundi, Rwanda, Uganda and South
Sudan) are in the East and belong
to the East African community.
This is why, as soon as he came
to power in January 2019, Presi-
dent Félix Tshisekedi focused his
diplomatic strategy on his eastern
neighbours, “the most integrated
bloc in Africa”, as the Congolese
president used to say.
AGENCIES

The government
of Kenya has
removed Demo-
cratic Republic of
Congo from Cate-
gory 2 to category
1 of the visa

EYESORE: Garbage dumped on the pedestrian path beside a Mbagala Zakhem section of Dar es Salaam’s Kilwa Road, as found on Thursday. Photo:

TPDC directs GASCO, TANOIL to put in place robust strategies to operate profitably

By Getrude Mbago

He wanted the manage-

reforms in terms of structures,

its,” he said. He said that the

tions are implementing strat-

that the Corporations meet

THE chairman of the Tanza-
nia Petroleum Development
Cooperation (TPDC) board
of directors, Ambassador
Ombeni Sefue has directed the
management of the Gas Sup-
ply Company Limited (GASCO)
and TANOIL Investment Ltd to
put in place robust strategies to
operate profitably.

He made the remarks in
Dar es Salaam yesterday when
inaugurating new governing
boards of the two subsidiary
companies of TPDC.

ments and under close super-
vision of the new boards to im-
plement their plans and duties
efficiently

There is no reason for public
institutions that operate and
earn income to continue de-
pending on the central govern-
ment to pay salaries and vari-
ous expenses, we are aimed
to ensure that these entities
improve systems and operate
efficiently to produce more
revenues,” he explained.

He said that as institutions
now given freedom to conduct

hiring new competent staff to
enable them operate efficient-
ly and profitably, TPDC is doing
so and this will greatly produce
positive outcomes.

“What is needed here is only
work, there is nothing more, as
the government is now making
major reforms of its public en-
tities, we need to pull our socks
and make sure that we deliver,
the new boards need to super-
vise well to ensure that robust
strategies are implemented for
the corporations to operate
commercially and gain prof-

corporations have to translate
TPDC's goals issued by the gov-
ernment and work hard to at-
tain them.

Mussa Makame, TPDC man-
aging director said that the
boards have a big role of moni-
toring compliance with the rel-
evant legislation and bylaws,
monitoring company per-
formance and evaluating the
achievement of the strategic
and business plans to achieve
intended goals.

“We will supervise and mon-
itor to ensure that the Corpora-

egies that will bring efficient
outcomes, we believe in you
the board members and I am
sure that we are going to wit-
ness a big history,” he said.

Neema Musomba from the
office of Treasury Registrar
said that the government’s
current move is to see pub-
lic Corporations and institu-
tions operating profitably by
putting in place strategies to
increase incomes and thus
reduce dependency.

He wanted the boards to
go and work hard to ensure

the set goals in line with the
government’s development
vision.

GASCO is responsible for
operations and maintenance
of the National Natural Gas
Infrastructure (NNGI) and
construction of natural gas
distribution  infrastructure
where TANOIL undertakes
oil trading business which in-
clude processing and trans-
mission projects that include
oil refining and petrochemical
projects that aim to add value
to petroleum products.

KATIKA BARAZA LA ARDHINA NYUMBA
WILAYA YA KINONDONI
MWANANYAMALA
SHAURI LA MADAINAMBARI 325 LA 2021
LEONARD S. NDESHAU......MUOMBAJI/WAOMBAJI
DHIDI YA
JOSEPH J. MAKIPONYA............ MDAIWA/WADAIWA
WITO KUITWA SHAURINI
JOSEPH J. MAKIPONYA - POPOTE ULIPO/MLIPO

LEONARD S. NDESHAU amefungua/wamefungua
shauri mbele ya Baraza la Ardhi na Nyumba lililopo
Kinondoni(Mwananyamala). Shauri husika limepang-
wa kutajwa/kusikilizwa tarehe 5/9/2023 saa TATU
asubuhi mbele ya Mh. J.W. SILLAS. Hivyo unaamriwa
kuhudhuria mbele ya Baraza siku hiyo bila kukosa.
Imetolewa na kutiwa Saini na Mhuri wa Baraza hili leo
tarehe 01 Mwezi 09, 2023.
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Neema Mpigiye, a lecturer with the Dar es Salaam-based Kampala International University in Tanzania, addresses residents of the city’s Kipunguni ward
on Thursday on the importance of education for children. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

TBS told to verify the efficacy,
quality of imported pesticides

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

DEPUTY Speaker Mussa Zungu
has called on the Tanzania Bureau
of Standards (TBS) to verify the ef-
ficiency and quality of imported
pesticides, raising concerns that
most were dangerous to the coun-
try’s public health.

According to Zungu, most pes-
ticides imported are substandard,
a situation that raises concern
given the fact that the government
spends a huge chunk of foreign
currency in purchasing them.

The deputy speaker asked the
government to use the pesticides
produced at Tanzania Biotech
Product Ltd-Kibaha to save the for-
eign currency, including getting rid
of standard imported pesticides.

The deputy speaker was
prompted to call for scrutiny on
the imported pesticides, includ-
ing asking the government to focus
on pesticides produced at Kibaha
biolarvicides factory after Special
Seats MP Rose Tweve demanded
the government stand on the pos-
sibility of investing funds in the fac-
tory at Kibaha to help in the fight

against malaria.

“Tanzania Biotech Products
Ltd- Kibaha is our factory. Try to
use locally produced products to
save foreign currency. This will
also help the country to get rid of
imported substandard pesticides,”
Zungu said.

When responding to the ques-
tion by Tweve, Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Godwin Mollel said be-
tween 2017 and 2023 the govern-
ment spent 5.9bn/- in the procure-
ment of pesticides used at district
council level.

As part of the government inter-
vention to eradicate Malaria in the
country, Dr Mollel said the ministry
has asked for 129.1bn/- to be used
between 2024-2026 in running the
campaign which will involve spray-
ing the pesticides in all mosquito
breeding sites.

He said the Ministry of Health
collaborates with the World Health
Organization (WHO) to ensure the
factory in Kibaha gets accredita-
tion from the world health body.

According to the minister, by fa-
cilitating the factory to be accred-
ited will expand the scope of avail-

Ukerewe expels environmental officer for allegedly forging exam certificates

By Guardian Correspondent, Ukerewe

UKEREWE district council has ex-
pelled environmental officer, Wis-
ton Nongwa allegedly for forging
Form Four certificates.

The council also issued a stern
warning as well as a 15 per cent
salary cut to Singo Bakali, a public
service officer in the district and
the Kamasi village executive officer
(VEO) David Magesa.

Manumbu announced the resolu-
tions after the council reached the
decision during the fourth quarter
council of 2022 / 2023 meeting.

Manumbu said that the environ-
mental officer has been expelled
for intentionally submitting forged
Form Four academic credentials
while knowing that it is unlawful.

“The public servants, Singo and
Magesa will face a salary cut of 15

for reckless in implementing em-
ployer’s directives causing loss of
800,000/- and absenteeism at work
place for Magesa” he explained.
The council also issued stern
warning for Selema village execu-
tive officer, Rwegana Matala for
misuse of 1.5m/- which were con-
tributions collected from citizens
for the construction of classrooms
at Selema primary school where
he was also ordered to bring back

District chairman, Joshua
TR e e e e eeneenenenmn

NCAA receives benefits
for 166 GEAS employees

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Ngorongoro Conservation Authority (NCAA)
has received Group Endowment Assurance Scheme
(GEAS) benefits of 166 employees.

The workers had insured the life fund insurance that
provides benefits to its workers when they retire or die.

According to information from the Ngorongoro Con-
servation Authority, the employees took out insurance
through an insurance consulting company called Inter-
trade Express Limited which is an agent of the National
Insurance Corporation (NIC).

The statement said that the payment of benefits for
the first phase took place in December 2022, the second
phase in March 2023, and the third phase in August 2023.

The payment is the result of the implementation of
the instructions of the Insurance Commissioner of Tan-
zania Insurance Management Authority Dr. Baghayo
Sagware to pay all beneficiaries of the Ngorongoro Con-
servation Authority workers insurance scheme.

The statement said the workers have been paid in ac-
cordance with the contract and mutual agreement held
on June 9, 2022.

It stated that after receiving complaints from the
Ngorongoro Conservation Authority, the Insurance
Commissioner formed a special committee that included
members from TIRA, Ngorongoro, NIC and Intertrade In-
surance Consulting Company who are all parties to the
matter.

It said that the Ngorongoro Conservation Authority
has expressed its sincere thanks to the Tanzania Insur-
ance Regulatory Authority (TIRA) for the cooperation
they provided in ensuring that the employees of the
Ngorongoro Conservation Authority are paid GEAS ben-
efits. The statement said that TIRA, as the Insurance In-
dustry Regulatory Authority, will continue to ensure that
the rights of various insurance beneficiaries are protect-
ed and available on time.

The statement called on Tanzanians to continue us-
ing insurance services in the country and not to hesitate
to submit their complaints to the Insurance Commission-
er when they see insurance companies not treating them
fairly. It said the Insurance Commissioner has been em-
powered through the Insurance Act CHAPTER No. 394,
to punish any person, company or institution found to be
breaking the Insurance Law.

per cent for three consecutive years

the fund.

In addition, during the council,
several reports were read includ-
ing the implementation of the
Best learning of Early Education
and Primary Tanzania Mainland
(BOOST) in Bukanda ward.

Ukerewe district executive di-
rector, Emmanuel Shelembi said
the government directed a total
of 100.6m/- for the construction
of four classrooms and three toilet
holes and the work has been com-
pleted at 100 percent.

Shelembi said, apart from the
construction in Bukanda ward, the
government issued of 76.6m/- to
Busunda dispensary to facilitate
construction of a toilet, waste incin-
erator, water tank tower, expansion
of the labour and cloth changing
room for women who give birth
where they are now in final stages
of construction.

Bukanda ward councillor, Wil-
libart Mbando thanked President
Samia Suluhu Hassan for approving

50.9m/- which was directed to the
construction of a water tank tower,
expansion of the delivery room,
construction of a hand washing
area and the construction of a waste
incinerator in Muhula dispensary.

“The head of state also approved
a total of 45.96m/- for the construc-
tion of hand washing equipment,
waste incinerator, expansion of the
labour ward at Hamuyebe dispen-
sary where the construction is in
final stages,” he added.

A fishing boat undergoes repair at Chwaka village in Zanzibar’s South Unguja Region, as found earlier this week. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

Govt has put in place strategies to build houses for police officers in all districts, says minister

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE government has put
in place strategies to build
houses for police officers
in all districts across the
country to ensure all offic-
ers reside within camps to
enhance security.

Deputy Minister for Indus-
tries and Trade Exaud Kiga-
he made the remarks when

responding to a question by
Singida East legislator Miraji
Mtaturu during a question
and answer session.

The MP questioned the
plan by the government to
construct houses for police
officers including Ikungi dis-
trict who are forced to rent
outside their camps.

The legislator said there
is a shortage of houses for

officers in the district in
which even the District
Commanding Officer is
forced to rent outside the
police station.

“When will the govern-
ment construct houses
at Mkiwa, Misughaa and
Munghaa ward in the con-
stituency where due to the
expansion of economic ac-
tivities, there is an increase

in security threats,” the MP
questioned.

In response on behalf of
the minister for Home af-
fairs, Kigahe said one of the
strategies by the govern-
ment to address the matter
was to enhance security,
saying that through budg-
ets construct houses for
officers to reside near and
within their stations.

He said the government
was aware that Mkiwa, Mis-
unghaa and Mungaa wards
have set aside plots for con-
struction of houses and po-
lice stations.

“The government is wait-
ing for a detailed report
from the police to support
construction of the house
so that they are completed
timely,” he said.

In another development,
special seats PM Maida
Hamad Abdallah questioned
when the government would
pay debts for transporting
properties for retired police
officers.

Responding to the ques-
tion the deputy minister
Kigahe said the government
through the police has con-
ducted a verification pro-

cess for all debts belonging
to 624 retired officers.

He said the verification
shows a total of 806.06m/-
to clear the debts for trans-
porting properties belong-
ing to retired police officers
adding that the money will
be paid after finalising a pro-
cess to transfer the money
from the Ministry of Finance
to the Home Affairs ministry.
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AU condemns growing trend of unconstitutional
change of governments in the African continent

ADDIS ABABA

THE African Union (AU) has
strongly condemned the wave
of unconstitutional change
of governments in Africa that
violate the AU’s normative in-
struments.

In a statement issued by the
AU’s Peace and Security Coun-
cil, the council “stresses the
urgent need for reviewing the
efficacy of the traditional AU
responses to this scourge.”

The council expressed its
deep concern by the delays
in ensuring expedited resto-
ration of constitutional order
in some AU member states. It
strongly encouraged them to
redouble their efforts in order
to ensure that all transitional
tasks are implemented with
the stipulated timelines.

The statement came a day

condemned a coup in the cen-
tral African country of Gabon,
the latest of a series of coups
in the continent.

Faki condemned the coup as
a flagrant violation of the legal
and political instruments of
the AU

The AU further expressed
concern over the persistence,
resurgence and emergence of
peace and security threats in
the continent, both man-made
and natural.

Among such threats include
terrorism, radicalization and
violent extremism, unconsti-
tutional changes of govern-
ment, intra-state conflicts,
armed groups, proliferation of
foreign fighters including mer-
cenaries and foreign terrorist
fighters, transnational organ-
ized crime, illicit financial
flows, and illegal exploration

after AU Commission Chair-
person Moussa Faki Mahamat

of natural resources, among

others. Shizza

Dr Daniel Mushi (R), Livestock and Fisheries ministry (Livestock) deputy permanent secretary, has an audience with Longido District’s Eliya Food Overseas Ltd
meat processing factory workers yesterday. He was accompanied by members of the district’s defence and security committee. Photo: Correspondent Woinde

Dar school gets ICT gadgets to promote science, technology

By Correspondent James Kandoya organisations.

The head mistress said that the
donation will help her school to
overcome some of the challenges
including shortage of computers.

“We teach science subjects but
we had no right place and modern
computer lab equipment to make
our knowledge practical,” she said.

“I'would like to thank both ‘Trade
Desk’ and ‘Tehama kwa Wote® for
the support and consider our out of
the other four secondary schools in

technology, it will not be easy for
the country to realise its develop-
ment goal adding that ICT was the
only solution for country develop-
ment and not otherwise.

Acting regional education of-
ficer- secondary education  Pilly
Ngalambe said that the aim of the
donation was to build the capacity
of students and teachers to use sci-
ence and technology.

She said that the decision com-
pliments the government’s efforts

ZANAKI secondary school in Dar
es Salaam has received 30 comput-
ers and one photocopier machine
from two non for profit organisa-
tions to compliment the govern-
ment efforts to promote science
and technology.

Speaking at the handing over
ceremony yesterday in Dar es Sa-
laam, Zanaki secondary school
headmistress Delvien Koka said
thatboth ‘Trade Best’and ‘Tehama Dar es salaam,” she added. to realise its goals to realise all stu-
kwa wote’ are Dar es Salaam based She said without science and dents who are now opting to omit.
T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

said.

ecommunication Ltd

Maria Mwigune, chairperson of a CSO serving as a centre for information and knowledge based in Dar es Salaam’s Saranga-Kimara ward,
comments on the facility’s utility. She was addressing a seminar at the Tanzania Gender Networking Programme (TGNP) offices in the city on
Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

“Without science and technolo-
gy, it is not easy to cope with global
advancement in technology,” she

Shakil Dharambi,
director of Power Computer Tel-
‘Trade Best’
said that called on other good Sa-
maritans to join their efforts of en-
suring the school moved forward in
science and technology.

He said Zanaki secondary school
becomes the fifth school to receive
computers after four secondary
schools in Dar es Salaam.

managing

achieving,.

ers in their schools.

According to him, Zanaki sec-
ondary school will be installed with
new modern equipment to ensure
science and technology prospers.

Aveline Maramsha, from the
‘Tehama kwa Wote’ said that do-
nation was part of the Corporate
Social Responsibility as well as to
compliment government efforts of

He said since 2021, they have
trained 200 teachers with different
technology skills to teach comput-

Both Anna Komba and Rehema

Mgawe thanked for the support and
promised to work hard to excel in
their examinations.

‘Tehama Kwa Wote’ in Tanzania
literally known as ICT for All is a
Nonprofit Organization Empower-
ing students, teachers and all indi-
viduals who need ICT skills to work
digitally.

Adoption of computer tech-
nology has brought most services
closer to customers worldwide and
has made it possible to handle huge
huge amounts of transactions in a
very short-time.

JK calls for joint efforts to
address education hiccups

By Getrude Mbago

FORMER President Jakaya Kikwete has
called for joint efforts from stakeholders to
continue supporting the government, address
various challenges and facilitate access and
provision of quality education in the country.

According to him, the government alone
cannot achieve this as due to changes in sci-
ence and technology as well as global mar-
ket demand, more well-skilled graduates are
needed to serve in various development sec-
tors.

He was speaking during the event to rec-
ognise efforts to stakeholders in financing
the education sectors as well as a fundrais-
ing to enable Tanzania to access $50 million
(122bn/-)issued by the Chair of the Global
Partnership for Education (GPE).

He noted that the GPE funds will support
activities aiming at improving pre-primary
and primary education’s access and quality
but in order to get the Multiplier grants of up
to $50 million, a country needs to mobilize
investment in education from other part-
ners.

“The funds are there and waiting for us
to meet the set criteria, so my call for stake-
holders is for them to extend their support
and contribute to ensure that the country
do not miss the funds which if come, will
greatly help make various improvements in
the education sectors thus facilitating access
to quality education for all,” Dr Kikwete said.

Dr Kikwete who doubles as the GPE also
expressed concern over the ongoing mass
failure in science subjects both in schools
and colleges.

To reverse the station, Dr Kikwete said the
University of Dar es Salaam is working on
the matter to find out the root cause of the
major failure in mathematics and science
courses and subjects.

“We are planning to bring together tu-
tors, lecturers at UDSM to discuss the major
root of the problem and thus come up with
robust measures to boost performance,” he
added.

He said: :If our children are not doing well in
science, our education journey will take a long
time, at UDSM we are brainstorming on how to
invest in strategies to increase performance in
science subjects and courses.” he said.

He said the government in collaboration
with stakeholders need to continue investing
efforts to ensure that children have learning
equipment including books, desks and other
tools.

He expressed happiness to witness how
the efforts started many years ago including
during his tenure are now paying good fruits
which include investing both in primary and
secondary education.

“What we did wrong during that time,
when I was serving in the public sector and
then President, we mobilised parents to con-
struct classrooms without thinking on desks,
but I thank the ongoing phase is doing well to
improve the education sector,” he said.

He urged tutors to ensure that they invest
in preparing well-skilled teachers to provide
quality education from kindergarten level.

Dr Kikwete said that despite strides made
to improve the education sector, there is still
a good number of children who are not in
school due to various reasons with others also
still learning in an unpleasant environment.

“Let us put our efforts together to ensure
that our children receive quality education
with essential skills to enable them participate
well in the country’s development once they
graduate,” he added.

During the event pledgers to stakeholders
reached more than 465m/- with the Former
President calling for the stakeholders to con-
tinue extending their support.

Adolf Mkenda, Minister for Education, Sci-
ence and Technology said that education de-
velopment in various parts of the country is
now triggered by heavy investment in science
and technology.

He said as now the government is implant-
ing strategies to transform the education sec-
tor by focusing on innovation and vocational
education, stakeholders support is highly
needed to make things go well.

More elephants in Southern Africa than previously thought - survey

By Ray Ndlovu

SOUTHERN Africa’s elephant popula-
tion is estimated at 227,900, according to
the results of the first-ever aerial survey,
which spanned across five nations that
together provide a home to more than
half of the world’s savanna species.

The aerial survey done using seven
fixed-wing aircraft covered Angola, Bot-
swana, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe
in an area known as the Kavango-Zambe-

zi Transfrontier Conservation Area, the
world’s largest conservation area, which
covers 520,000 square kilometers and is
nearly the size of France.

The survey’s findings released Thursday
established that live elephant numbers in
Kaza, as the zone is known, has grown 5%
from the previous estimates, which put it
at 216,970, in 2016.

“This is the first time that the elephant
population has been assessed in one sin-
gle effort,” said Darren Potgieter, the Kaza

aerial coordinator in an online briefing.
“It was done following one standardized
method and synchronized to avoid mis-
counting, under-counting and was coordi-
nated among member states.”

The survey covered over 300,000 square
kilometers and was conducted during the
dry season, between August and October
last year, according to Potgieter. “Overall,
the elephant population is stable,” he said.
“In some areas numbers have shown an in-
crease and in others a decrease.”

Of the five nations where elephants
live, the survey found that Botswana with
131,909 has the largest elephant popula-
tion, followed by Zimbabwe, which has
65,028. Even before the release of the
survey results, the southern African na-
tions were grappling with an increasing
number of elephants coming into human
areas — raising concerns of conflicts — and
creating damage to trees needed by other
species.

The survey also found a greater number

of carcasses than previously estimated,
which could be attributed to a combina-
tion of factors including an aging popula-
tion, disease, habitat loss, fragmentation
and poaching, according to Potgieter.
Botswana last year experienced a mystery
die-off of the mammals for a third straight
year.

“The carcass ratio, which compares live
to dead elephants is 10.47% and is indica-
tive of high mortality,” he said urging for
more investigation and research.
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Arusha-based members of Kalakendra, an Indian society for the performing arts, celebrate in the city during the recent anniversary of India’s Independence Day.
Photo courtesy of Indian High Commission

By Guardian
Mbeya

Correspondent,

MORE than 300 youth from
36 wards of Mbeya city have
been empowered to produce
alternative energy by using tim-
ber waste for income genera-
tion and the city’s environment
cleanliness.

It is said the energy will be
used by various institutions
with large numbers of people
including schools, colleges,
prisons and other military es-
tablishments in order to reduce
wanton tree cutting for fire-
wood and charcoal.

Leonard Kushoka, Director
of ‘Kuja na Kushoka Tools” in-
volved in the production of al-
ternative energy said here early
this week that the training is
sponsored by Tulia trust owned
by Mbeya Urban member of
parliament and House Speaker.

Kushoka said the youth are
being taught to use various
waste produced to make the
alternative energy, clean odour-
less charcoal.

300 youths trained on making
energy from timber left-overs

“We have reached Mbeya
under Speaker Dr Tulia’s spon-
sorship to provide training to
the youth and after they are
trained we shall install modern
machines capable of produc-
ing 1,000 to 3,000 kgs of clean
odorless charcoal per day,” Ku-
soka said.

He added that the project
will be an opportunity to the
youth by helping the govern-
ment attain its goals in prohib-
iting the use of charcoal that
depletes forests from wanton
tree cutting. Clement Mwan-
dembwa, UVCCM Chairman for
Mbeya City, said the training will
make the youth employ them-
selves hence reducing the em-
ployment teaser especially in
the City of Mbeya where there
are multitudes of unemployed
youth.

Mbeya City’s Natural Re-
sources and environment Of-
ficer, Agape Mwantake said the
project will assist in preserv-
ing the environment as it will
reduce wanton tree cutting in
natural forest reserve areas.

Emergency services at Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac Institute improve

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

EMERGENCY services have been
improved at the Jakaya Kikwete
Cardiac Institute (JKCI)-Dar Group
Hospital due to modern equip-
ment worth 760m/-, invested at the
health facility.

Dr Peter Kisenge, JKCI eexecu-
tive director said this yesterday
in Dar es Salaam when inspecting
installation of the health devices at
the Dar Group Hospital.

The machines are fixed to check

how the heart works echocardiog-
raphy (ECHO) and high-level emer-
gency machines have advanced
cardiac monitors, defibrillator,
emergency trolley and ventilator.

Since the government entrust-
ed JKCI to manage the JKCI Dar
Group Hospital, it has continued to
strengthen services and add mod-
ern equipment in the emergency
department.

“We have strengthened the emer-
gency department by investing
in specialist doctors who provide

care for critically ill patients and
provide training on how to care for
emergency patients to other health
professionals who work in this hos-
pital”, said Dr Kisenge

Dr Kisenge who is also a cardiolo-
gist thanked the President Samia
Suluhu Hassan for his contribution
to the improvement of the Hospital
by continuing to invest in modern
equipment thus moving services
closer to the people.

“In the continuation of moving
services close to people, JKCI con-

tinues to deliver services to the re-
gions where so far we have already
visited 11 regions and seen more
than 7,000 people, most of whom
never received professional heart
treatment services,” he said.

Dr Angella Muhozya, JKCI sur-
gery director said since the es-
tablishment of the emergency unit
at the JKCI Dar Group Hospital in
December last year, the number of
patients has been increasing from
three to five patients where now
the unit receives nine to 15 patients

who need emergency services per
day.

“Due to the increase number of
patients, we have seen the need
to increase the number of work-
ing tools and professionals so that
as we develop services, we also
have the ability to afford all the
needs needed to provide services
to emergency patients, that’s why
the Institute has invested enough”,
said Dr Angela.

Dr Angella said that emergency
services were previously provided

only at the Muhimbili National
Hospital (MNH) but after health
professionals were trained to pro-
vide such service, emergency ser-
vices are now available in other
areas.

“Currently, JKCI having compe-
tent professionals to provide ser-
vices to emergency patients is a big
step because these professionals
in the whole country are not more
than 15, thus making our institu-
tion have internationally accepted
standards”, said Dr Angela

Number of PwDs goes
up to11.2pc, NBS states

By Guardian Reporter

THE National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) has identified that the number
of people with disabilities (PwDs)
have increased from 9.3 per cent of
2012 to 11.2 pe rcent in 2022.

This is according to the results of
the 2022 National Population and
Housing Census.

This was said in Dar es Salaam yes-
terday during the training of regional
Commissioners (RCs) which aimed
to capacitate the leaders on census
results for them to be able to utilize
the statistics in their development
strategies.

According to NBS, the increase of
PwDs is equal to 1.9 per cent for the
past ten years in Tanzania mainland
while in Zanzibar the increase is at
39 per cent. “Kilimanjaro Region
leads by having the highest number
of PwDs at 15.3 per cent, followed
by Mtwara with 14.5 per cent while
Shinyanga is the region with the least
number of people with disabilities
which is 8.8 percent,” he said.

For Zanzibar, North Pemba Re-
gion has the highest rate of people
with disabilities of 13.2 per cent fol-
lowed by South Pemba (211 per cent)
and the lowest rate is North Unguja
which has 10.3 per cent.

The results further showed that
the status of PwDs in the country
is higher for women at 11.6 per cent
compared to men with 10.8 both in
the mainland and Zanzibar.

The results also indicated that
there is an increase in the number of
people aged 15 and above who know
how to read and write various lan-

guages such as Kiswahili and English
and that the increase is from 78.1 per
cent in 2012 to 83 per cent in 2022.

“Therate of increase for mainland
Tanzania is from 77.9 percent in 2012
to 82.8 in 2022 and for Zanzibar it has
increased from 84.2 in 2012 to 90.6 in
2022,” it noted.

The census results also show
that Tanzania’s life expectancy for
Tanzanians is 654 years where the
mainland is 65.5 years and 64 years
for Zanzibar.

However, life expectancy for
women is generally higher than at 69
years while for men is 62 years and
that life expectancy has increased
from 44 years in 1978 to 65.4 in 2022.

The results further show that
Manyara region has high life expec-
tancy reaching 73.7 years followed by
Njombe (73.3 years) and Arusha (71.6
years) and that Tanga has low life
expectancy for Tanzania mainland
which is 60.2 years.

“Unguja North in Zanzibar also
has high life expectancy reaching
67.5 years followed by Pemba North
(671 percent) and West Urban which
has low life expectancy which is 62.0
years,” the results show.

RCs chair, Zainab Teleki com-
mended NBS for organizing the
training as it is useful and will help
the leaders to be more informed on
the census results and thus be able
to make good decisions and better
plans. Dr Albina Chuwa, Statistician
General at NBS commended RCs for
their good cooperation which they
showed during the census exercise
which led the country to get actual
statistics.

Dar es Salaam Water and Sewerage Authority (Dawasa) technicians clear a clogged sewage system along Ruhinda Street in the city’s Upanga-Seaview sub-
urb yesterday. Photo Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

Dr Bilal calls upon NM-AIST to invest in strategic research

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

FORMER Vice President Dr Mohamed
Gharib Bilal has directed the Nelson Man-
dela African Institution of Science and
Technology (NM-AIST) to invest in strategic
researches, innovations and technology
which will help bring solutions and boost
economic development.

Dr Bilal made the call in Arusha during
the ceremony to inaugurate the new Chan-

cellor of the Institute, Omari Issa and Vice
Chancellor Prof. Maulilo Kipangula.

“Since the institute is strong, I wish to see
you investing highly in research, innovation
and technology, which will benefit Tanzani-
ans and industrialization. I say this is pos-
sible to make this institution more prosper-
ous, because you have the power,” he said.
He said that during his tenure as Chancellor
of the Institute, they made a number of ef-
forts to push various goals and it is now well

known inside and outside the country. “I am
eager to see this institute take more steps and
I know my colleague Omari Issa will put this
institution in the highest level,” he said. The
Institute’s Chancellor commended Dr Bilal for
his service at NM-AIST saying that his smart
leadership has brought great success.

He said that in his leadership, Dr. Bilal in-
creased the number of students from 83 to
1,468 currently, with 466 students being wom-
en and 1,002 men.

He assured that the new leadership will
take all the good things done by Dr Bilal which
also include attracting girls to join the Institute
by improving learning, teaching and accom-
modation facilities.

“We are now constructing a dormitory for
female students and this will accommodate
pregnant and those with children so as to pro-
vide them ample space to take care of their
babies while concentrating in studies,” he said.

Prof Lughano Kusikula, acting chair of the

institute’s council commended Dr Bilal for tak-
ing the Institute while it was still young and
pushing to become a reputable one while pro-
ducing competent graduates.

Prof James Mdoe, deputy Minister for Edu-
cation, Science and Technology said the min-
istry has high expectations for the new lead-
ership and was sure that they are going to
work hard to stimulate development in sci-
ence and technology.
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French embassy interested in
helping local angel investors

By Guardian Reporter

THE French Embassy has expressed interest to sup-
port establishment of an angel investors’ network to
bridge the existing funding gap in local innovative
start-ups that stymies the scaling up of many local
projects.

Nabil Hajlaoui, French Ambassador to Tanzania said
that the embassy will liaise with the French Tanzania
Chamber of Commerce (FTCC) and arrange a specific
engagement with business angels who have experi-
ence in funding start-up projects.

Ambassador Hajlaoui was speaking recently at his
residence when he hosted a delegation that had vis-
ited France for about a fortnight through the Innover-
sity Project Mobility Programme.

During the meeting, Sahara Ventures Chief Opera-
tions Officer (COO), Musa Kamata, who was also part
of the delegation that visited France, hinted that one
important takeaway from the trip was meeting with
representatives from MELIES Business Angels.

“The association was started two decades ago so
they have massive experience and I was impressed
on how they run their angel network because we in
Tanzania, specifically Sahara Ventures, have been
looking for the best approach to start an angel inves-
tors network and lucky enough we have a partner-
ship with FTCC who already play the role of men-
tors,” he said.

Kamata said that at the moment they are learning
more on how to make the best use of the French an-
gel investors’ network’s modality and experience so
they can establish a similar network in the country to
bring more opportunities and funding for local start-
ups.

“As we all understand that we do not have concrete ven-
ture capital in Tanzania and using their modality could
be a great opportunity to establish something similar and
go beyond mentoring and starting to provide funding for
start-ups,” he said.

An angel investor is basically one who provides initial
seed money for startup businesses, usually in exchange
for ownership equity. MELIES Business Angels is an asso-
ciation based in Montpellier, France, that brings together
more than one hundred investors in order to finance and
support companies.

Following Kamatas' briefing, Ambassador Hajlaoui

The French Ambassador to Tanzania, Nabil Hajlaoui (L), makes remarks during talks in Dar es Salaam earlier this week with a 12-strong delegation of Tanzanians recently back
from a tour of France made courtesy of the Innoversity Project Mobility Programme. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

said that to help move the idea
forward the embassy will organ-
ize an event to build up on the
positive work being done by the
mentors and to bring in money in
addition to the mentoring.

“On this specific idea do not
hesitate to come back to me,
we will try to work with FTCC
to have a specific meeting on
how to gather business angels or
people who are used to funding

these start-up projects because
the representative of French in-
ternational groups based here
are not necessarily the ones to be
working on this matter,” the am-
bassador said.

Innoversity project is a two-
year project funded by the France
Embassy in Tanzania in the tune
of 14bn/- and is implemented
by Sahara Ventures. Three uni-
versities benefit from the project

which are Sokoine University of
Agriculture (SUA), Nelson Man-
dela African Institution of Science
and Technology (Arusha) and the
University of Iringa.

Sahara Ventures Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO), Jumanne
Mtambalike, who was also part
of the delegation of 12 people that
visited France said that one major
gap in the country’s ecosystem is
lack of angels for early-stage in-

vestment which inhibits further
investments from institutions
and international organizations.
“There are no local investors
showing interest in injecting
funds in local start-ups, so instead
of having a network of mentors,
we have our eyes on establishing a
network of mentors and angels so
that they would not only be men-
toring but also providing seed
funds o companies and build

confidence among international
and regional investors,” he said.

The delegation drew three
people from Sahara Ventures,
three hub managers from the
beneficiary universities and six
students, two each, from the
same universities all of whom
were grateful to the French
embassy for being granted the
opportunity to be part of the
mobility programme.

120 drivers drilled on safer ways to transport chemicals

By Correspondent James Kandoya

A TOTAL of 120 drivers who
transport hazardous goods in and
outside Tanzania have been em-
powered with skills on safer ways
to transport chemicals.

Dr Fidelice Mafumiko, chief
chemist of the Government Chem-
ist Laboratory Authority (GCLA)
when wrapping up two-day train-
ing to the drivers and involving ex-
perts from GCLA, Police and Fire
and Rescue Brigade.

Dr Mafumiko said that the train-
ing reminds them of the impor-

tance of protecting themselves
and other road users against haz-
ardous chemicals.

He said the training also enables
them to know the Industrial and
Consumer Chemicals (Manage-
ment and Control) Act, 2003 and
how to be safe from chemicals dur-
ing transportation.

“All transporters of hazardous
goods must observe the regula-
tions including all recommended
permits needed during transporta-
tion from the office of Chief Gov-
ernment Chemist. All these are
meant to ensure the hazardous

are transported safely and do not
bring harm to the people and envi-
ronment,” he said.

“GCLA provides training to the
drivers to build their capacity and
protection of their bodies against
hazardous chemicals during trans-
portation.” he said.

According to him, the transport-
ers must abided by the chemical
transporting act and regulations to
avoid harmfulness to the people,
animals and the environment.

He emphasized drivers to know
and identify the types of chemi-
cals transported in order to take

precaution before and during
transportation noting dealing with
chemicals needs someone to be
extra careful.

Eastern Zone Manager Danstan
Mkapa insisted drivers to adhere
to principles and laws governing
transportation to avoid more in-
fections to human beings and the
environment.

One of the drivers, Idd Jabir
working with Golden Coach, com-
mended the authority on behalf
of fellow drivers adding that it will
help them to know and be careful
when transporting chemicals.

He said the training will build
their capacity to know regulations,
and laws hence are carefully be-
fore and during transportation of
chemicals.

“I would like to commend GCLA
for the training on how we can
transport chemicals safely. It is our
hope the training will further help
us to transport hazardous goods in
a more safe way compared to be-
fore,” he said.

Industrial and Consumer Chemi-
cals (Management and Control) Act
[No. 3 OF 2003] was established by
the Parliament and passed to be

law by the President on April 05,
2003.

It was established to provide
for the management and control
of the production, importation,
transportation, exportation, stor-
age, dealing, and disposal of chem-
icals and for matters connected
therewith.

It is the principal advisory organ
of the Government on matters re-
lating to relevant forensic sciences
(illicit drugs, DNA, toxicology),
laboratory testing on food, medi-
cine, chemical and environmental
management.

It's vegetables aplenty but few customers at Mbezi Mwisho open market in Ubungo Municipality, Dar es Salaam, as witnessed yesterday. On average, a bunch went for 300/-

wholesale and 500/- retail. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

300 students graduate
from Russian varsities

By Correspondent James Kandoya

OVER 300 Tanzanian students have so far
graduated from Russia in different programmes
since the two countries started cooperating.

Most Tanzania acquired bachelor, masters
and Doctorate of Philosophy (PhD) degrees in
different Russian universities.

Through its scholarship programme for aca-
demic year 2024-2025, Russia has opened a two-
month window for scholarships for Tanzanian
students looking for the best education.

Alexey Bondaruk, Counsellor of the Russian
Embassy and Director of the Russian Cultural
centre said that yesterday in Dar es Salaam when
announcing a two months window scholarship
for Tanzania students.

He said the window for scholarship com-
mence from September 1st to end of November
this year and will cover only free tuition alone.

According to him, the scholarship will not
cover accommodation, transport and other ex-
penses.

He said the scholarship was part of the coun-
try’s strategy to strengthen bilateral cooperation
and added that it was a great chance for Tanza-
nian students.

“Russia is coming to Africa. We need people
who know Russia. It was in Africa. It is now com-
ing with a new force and investment, he said.

He noted that Russia is looking for the best
Tanzania students who will study for under-
graduate, master and PhD.

Project Manager Boniface Assenga said that
the registration for studies in Russia under the
Russian Government scholarship programme
for 2024-2025 academic years is now open.

Assenga said that Tanzanian students who are
eligible have completed secondary and college
and who wish to continue their studies in Rus-
sian universities.
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PP methods relevant in
combating weeds in lakes

SPECIAL efforts are being mounted
by the government to mobilise funds
to facilitate a $6m project to conserve
Lake Jipe, a key agro-sector resource
in Kilimanjaro Region, being de-
stroyed by rampaging weeds. There is
also the nearby Lake Chala, a freshwa-
ter crater lake that also shares the bor-
der with Kenya in the neighbourhood
of Taveta. The Lake Jipe basin on the
Tanzania side is a vital farmland for
residents in nearby mountain reaches,
and a game reserve on the other side,
the outer reaces of Tsavo national
park with its lions.

An internet chronicler within the
local tourism industry describes Lake
Chala as a real find for tourists who
like panoramic views and quiet recre-
ation. “In the morning, after the trans-
fer to the lake, you will find yourself on
the edge of the crater to see the won-
derful views of the tropical forest and
the lake. On the way to the lake, you
are highly likely to see baboons. At the
lake you can go canoeing, relishing the
beautiful African nature. Your lunch
will be served afterwards. On the way
back to the hotel you will see Mt Kili-
manjaro in all its glory,” that is, assum-
ing it will not be covered by clouds at
mid-morning, yet.

The Union and Environment min-
ister in the Vice President’s Office told
the local area MP of the fund mobilisa-
tion plan after the MP had demanded
a time frame for removing weeds at
the borderline lake. The governmentis
definitely aware of the environmental
damage caused by weeds taking over
the lake, thus the National Environ-
mental Management Council (NEMC)
evaluated the situation and prepared
a project paper to mobilise funds for
removing the weeds. That method is

a bit traditional in its approach, out of
tune with trends.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan was
recently asking regional administra-
tors to be innovative in the conduct of
their work, taking note of global trends
as well as legal frameworks making
this or that initiative consonant with
policies and directives. Demand-
ing that the government seeks large
amounts of money to sort out environ-
mental difficulties on aborderline lake
and another lake that provides a nice
spot for tourism is perfectly alright.
The trouble is that one may spend
one year or more before obtaining the
money, worsening the situation.

There is likely to be plenty of loan
facilities for private firms working on
acknowledged environmentally posi-
tive projects, whether it is in alterna-
tive energy sources, reforestation or
combating weeds. While these pro-
jects merit funds of the sort that the
government wants, it is safer for the
sustainability of those funds to issue
revolving credits. If an environmental
expertise company is tasked with the
restoration of the lake’s ecology it can
obtain such credit, as it will have land
use arrangements with local govern-
ment that will repay the cash.

Still there are bottlenecks in that
direction as many quarters of opinion
are wary of contracts involving exter-
nal litigation, and wish for localised
dispute settlement. This will bring
about foreclosure, exclusion from in-
viting companies for any work that en-
tails fund recovery risks. We must pol-
ish up our act so that the MP, regional
administrators and the ministry don’t
have to just go about looking for $6m
in donations while there is plenty of
credit to go around.

The battle to protect endangered
species must continue unabated

THE government’s anti poaching
measures have registered positive
results. The country has recorded
an increase in the number of wild-
life, especially elephants and black
rhinos.

Tabling the 654.6bn/- budget
estimates for his docket for the
2023/2024 FY the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Tourism
said the number of elephants had
increased from 43,330 in 2014 to
60,000 this year, equivalent to 38.5
per cent.

The development has made
Tanzania to continue being among
the three African countries with
the highest elephant population.

We commend the government’s
efforts  to strengthen protection
and conservation of natural re-
sources by controlling poaching,
illegal wildlife trade and harvest-
ing of forest and beekeeping re-
sources.

This increase of wildlife is an in-
dication that poaching activities in
the country have decreased which
are the results of good plans and
cooperation in conservation.

We need to continue strength-
ening the wildlife and forest con-
servation paramilitary force by
providing training within and out-
side the country in various areas,
including investigation and case
management.

We should be committed to im-
plement the project to combat
poaching and the illegal wildlife
trade in Tanzania through funding
from the Global Environmental Fa-
cility - GEF) and United Nations De-
velopment Programme - (UNDP).

Wildlife biologists and conser-
vationists consider poaching to
have a detrimental effect on bio-
diversity both within and outside
protected areas as wildlife popula-
tions decline, species are depleted
locally, and the functionality of
ecosystems is disturbed.

Rhinos are killed for their horns,
which are prized in traditional
Asian medicine and command

high prices when poachers hawk
them on black markets.

Research indicates that tech in-
novations have already helped to
curb poaching in Africa. Black and
white rhinoceros - the continent’s
two rhino species, classified as en-
dangered and threatened, respec-
tively have increased in popula-
tion in recent years.

In conservation hotspots across
the world, artificial intelligence,
drones, and surveillance platforms
are among the technologies that
have become the latest line of de-
fence against the $23bn global il-
legal wildlife trade, which claims
the lives of 800 rhinos - along with
15,000 elephants and untold num-
bers of pangolins, impalas, bush
pigs, warthogs and other animals
-in Africa every year.

Only 25,000 rhinos, 415 African
elephants, and dwindling numbers
of other at-risk species survive on
the continent in the wild today.

“There is too much to protect,
and too few people to protect it, o
technology has become essential
when addressing the global poach-
ing crisis,” says Rohit Singh, head
of the Zero Poaching initiative for
the World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

As conservation groups get
smarter about technology, so do
the poachers they are battling to
stop. Environmentalists say the
fear of never being more than one
step ahead is tangible in their cam-
paign to save animals hunted for
their horns, tusks, pelts, scales or
skin - or for capture as exotic pets.

“With illegal wildlife trade be-
ing run by increasingly organised
crime syndicates, poachers al-
ready use technology and are of-
ten far better equipped than those
protecting nature and wildlife,”
says Singh.

“Smartphone and GPS trackers
are used to both locate wildlife and
to avoid ranger patrols. But the
benefits of technology in protect-
ing our iconic wildlife and forests
far outweigh the negatives.”
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Government needs to innovate if
it hopes to address housing crisis

By Noah Schermbrucker

AS informal settlements continue
to proliferate and grow despite gov-
ernment’s housing programmes, we
suggest several practical things the
state could do to alleviate the housing
crisis.

The government is clearly unable to
meet the country’s housing demand,
and although it has provided mil-
lions of homes since 1994, these have
mostly been built in places that have
exacerbated rather than addressed
the legacy of spatial apartheid.

As a result, land invasions will con-
tinue and informal settlements will
keep on expanding and densifying,
and the state will continue to struggle
to provide basic services in these un-
suitable, unplanned settlements.

Furthermore, the government’s
long-touted shift to provide serviced
sites instead of houses will do little
to alleviate the housing crisis unless
finance and building support is pro-
vided.

The state will therefore continue
to spend billions on the installation,
maintenance, and management of in-
frastructure on the urban periphery,
which may provide some services and
improvements but will fail to tackle
the core issue - building spatially in-
clusive cities that work for the poorest

citizens.

To change this, the government
needs to let go of its entrenched, exist-
ing methodology for housing delivery
on the urban periphery, in particular
the over reliance on external service
providers. These contractors have far
too much sway over small, “hollowed
out” municipalities and they need to
be scrutinised by national govern-
ment.

Community participation in the de-
sign and implementation of housing
and upgrading projects would add a
level of accountability and ownership
that would provide a far better chance
of success. Non-government organisa-
tions (NGOs) can play a critical role as
intermediaries - helping establish par-
ticipation structures, troubleshooting
problems, navigating community dy-
namics, holding officials to account,
improving communication, and man-
aging and monitoring services post
installation.

NGOs working closely with com-
munities can also play a vital role in
“reblocking” an informal settlement,
a process that relocates structures to
create space for formal roads and ser-
vices and allows for an in-situ upgrade
as opposed to a relocation. The state
should provide policy frameworks
and funding for this.

A persistent problem has been the

lack of co-ordination between depart-
ments. This creates project delays,
competing interests, miscommuni-
cation and increased costs. A cross-
departmental unit within municipali-
ties focused specifically on informal
settlement upgrading is long overdue.

Planning needs to include not only
economic development and service
departments (water, sanitation, roads,
electricity etc) but also community
representatives, and in smaller mu-
nicipalities it should be driven by pro-
vincial and national government.

Serviced sites must be linked to fi-
nance and building support - includ-
ing accessing materials, plans, finance,
advice and contractors. Otherwise, it
will merely increase the number of
informal structures on the urban pe-
riphery.

Many municipalities will resist an
approach that disrupts entrenched
networks between officials and ex-
ternal service providers. Not only
construction of housing and instal-
lation of services, but site planning,
settlement mapping, waste collec-
tion and GIS support are currently all
outsourced. This means that external
service providers, whose motives are
predominantly for profit, drive many
of the decisions influencing informal
settlement upgrading and manage-
ment.

The state needs to start pro-
grammes that build capacity by
insourcing the skills required for in-
formal settlement upgrading, and re-
move the profit motive from a devel-
opmental agenda meant to improve
the lives of poor people.

Rethinking the Expanded Public
Works Programme (EPWP) would
be a perfect starting point. A skills
path could be developed for EPWP
workers to fulfil crucial roles in infor-
mal settlement upgrading, with the
best candidates eventually finding
employment within the municipal-
ity. There are many examples of in-
novative EPWP workers, trained and
supported by NGOs, who have skills
invaluable to informal settlement up-
grading programmes.

Space must also be created for of-
ficials that encourage them to try
new ideas, even if some of these fail.
National and provincial governments
need to support, rather than sup-
press, innovation. Otherwise, nothing
will fundamentally change.

State funding is sufficient to make a
far bigger impact if money was spent
in smarter and more innovative ways.
NGOs can play a critical intermediary
role in driving a more sustainable and
people-centred approach to upgrad-
ing. But political will and a commit-
ment to action are needed.

Vaccine equality is as vital for livestock as for people

By Enrique Hernandez Pando

FOR 33-year-old mother-of-seven and poultry
farmer Helena Kindole in Chanya village in Tanza-
nia, one of the main barriers to growing her chick-
en business is a lack of access to health services.
But not for herself or her family - for her animals.

With smallholder poultry farming often a life-
line for millions of low-income and rural families
- accounting for 80 per cent of poultry produc-
tion in the region - access to medicines and vac-
cines is just as important for livestock as it is for
people.

And yet, logistical, infrastructural, and supply
challenges are hindering access to veterinary ser-
vices across the African continent and therefore,
holding back smallholder productivity.

At the same time, a rapidly industrialis-
ing poultry sector in many developed countries,
and an increase in grain prices globally, coupled
with cheap imports from more developed mar-
kets and low access to animal health care is driv-
ing inequality between small- and large-scale pro-
ducers, threatening to squeeze out smallholder
poultry farmers.

Thankfully, this is starting to change. Animal
health initiatives are helping local hatcheries to
vaccinate chicks against common and damaging
diseases before selling them to small-scale farm-
ers, who rear the chicks until they are six months
old, eventually selling them to neighbours, restau-
rants, and other businesses nearby.

For women like Helena, who make up nearly
half of the global agricultural workforce in de-
veloping countries and in sub-Saharan Africa, the
poultry sector offers a crucial source of income
and healthy animals are essential for decent liveli-
hoods.

Equipping farmers with the right tools can help
to set them up for success to compete alongside
more industrialised production systems.

Introducing vaccinations at local hatcheries
can strengthen small-scale producers’ sustain-
ability and commercial clout.

Supporting these hatcheries with the necessary
vaccination equipment and expertise means they
can provide customers with large numbers of
chicks that are vaccinated against common poul-
try diseases, such as Newcastle disease and Infec-
tious bronchitis, the former of which contributes
to 60% of poultry mortalities in many African
countries. This reduces the risk of bird loss, con-
tributing to improved income and more success-
ful businesses overall.

But implementing vaccination measures alone
is not enough, as a lack of technical support and
knowledge on zoonoses and other infectious dis-
eases that affect poultry can also hinder produc-
tivity.

Training on animal health practices, market
development opportunities, and advice on bios-
ecurity, good management practices, and more
are also crucial pieces of the puzzle. Providing
this can help to level the playing field between

large scale, industrial hatcheries and small-scale
producers.

The PREVENT project (Promoting and Ena-
bling Vaccination Efficiently, Now and Tomorrow)
is one example of an initiative working to improve
poultry production for Africa’s rapidly grow-
ing population. In just two years, this four-year
initiative has administered 159 million vaccine
doses and vaccinated 49 million hatchery chicks.
It has also trained 100 field technicians who have
conducted 2,600 farm visits and held over 1,400
farmer meetings across four countries in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, to date.

A low-input but high-producing sector, raising
chickens offers a reliable pathway out of poverty
for many rural households. A small-scale pro-
ducer can easily sell their chicks or chickens at
the market as they are more affordable for the
consumer than beef, for example, but also bring a
myriad of other benefits. They add value to social
structures, are high in protein, and, on top of this,
can directly benefit women who in fact make up
the majority of smallholder poultry farmers in the
developing world.

Against the backdrop of a global cost of living
crisis, record-breaking temperatures, and ongo-
ing conflicts, closing the inequality gap for small-
holder farmers is critical to build a sustainable
future for all. Supporting small-scale producers
with training, animal health measures, and much
more can help to level the playing field, one small-
scale producer at a time, just like Helena.
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How visual identification can be established, challenged in court

By Telesphor Magobe

AST week, we briefly looked at circumstantial

evidence, which may be relied on the absence

of direct evidence of an eyewitness. We said

on a criminal case resting on circumstantial
evidence, according to Singh (2007), all the circum-
stances brought by the prosecution must inevitably
and exclusively point to the guilty of the accused and
there should be no circumstances which may reason-
ably be considered consistent with the innocence of
the accused.

It is thus upon the prosecution to prove this posi-
tion beyond reasonable doubt, otherwise as we saw in
the case we used although the High Court of Tanzania
convicted the appellant of murdering his father and
sentenced him to face death by hanging when he ap-
pealed to the Court of Appeal he was exonerated from
criminal liability as his appeal was allowed, his con-
viction quashed and the sentence of death by hanging
set aside. The Court of Appeal also ordered that he be
immediately set free, unless he was otherwise lawfully
held.

Today, I invite you to briefly look visual identifica-
tion in criminal cases. Before we do that, let me take
you back to what we once said about Blackstone’s ra-
tio that: “It is better that 10 guilty persons escape than
that one innocent person suffer.” Blackstone’s ratio
has over the years become a legal maxim.

In courts of justice (not merely “courts of law”), no
evidence can stand against an accused person unless
the prosecution proves beyond reasonable doubt that
itis the accused person and nobody else who commit-
ted the offence he or she is charged with and the court
is satisfied with it after weighing such evidence.

The reason behind this as John Adams (a devotee of
the right to counsel and presumption of innocence)
put it “it’s of more importance to community, that

innocence should be protected, than
it is, that guilt should be punished; for
guilt and crimes are so frequent in the
world, that all of them cannot be pun-
ished; and many times they happen in
such a manner, that it is not of much
consequence to the public, whether
they are punished or not. But when in-
nocence itself, is brought to the bar and
condemned, especially to die, the sub-
ject will exclaim, it is immaterial to me,
whether I believe well or ill; for virtue
itself, is no security. And if such a sen-
timent as this, should take place in the
mind of the subject, there would be an
end to all security whatsoever.”

After Adams’ long quotation, let’s now
look at visual identification and find out
how it can be established in a court of
justice. The case of Boniface Siwingwa
(appellant) v Republic (respondent), a
criminal appeal No 421 of 2007 from
the decision of the High Court of Tan-
zania in Mbeya was the second appeal.
The appellant and five others were
charged in the District Court of Mbozi
at Vwawa with armed robbery contrary
to sections 285 and 286 of the Penal

The appellant and his co-accused
were convicted as charged and each
was sentenced to the statutory mini-
mum of 30 years’ imprisonment, but
the other three co-accused persons
were acquitted.

Aggrieved by the conviction and
sentence of the trial District Court, the
appellant unsuccessfully appealed to
the High Court of Tanzania. He then
appealed to the Court of Appeal. One
ground he advanced was that the cir-
cumstances in which the commission
of the offence he was charged with were
shaky for proper visual identification.
Another ground was that the prosecu-
tion did not prove the case to the stand-
ard required. These two were among
the five grounds he had presented.

The offence he was charged with
was alleged to have been committed at
about 21:00. The Court of Appeal cited
the case of Waziri Amani VR (1980) by
which this court said:

"The first point we wish to make is
an elementary one and this is that evi-
dence of visual identification, as courts
in East Africa and England have warned

kind and most unreliable. It follows, therefore, that no
court should act on evidence of visual identification
unless all possibilities of mistaken identity are elimi-
nated and is fully satisfied that the evidence before it
is absolutely watertight."

The Court of Appeal looked into details of the cited
case especially on some questions which had to be re-
solved like the time the witness had the accused under
observation, the distance at which the accused was
observed, the conditions in which such observation
occurred, whether it was day or night time, whether
there was good or poor lighting at the scene and the
witnesses knew or

had seen the accused before or not because these
were among the issues the trial judge (or magistrate)
should direct his [her] mind before coming to any def-
inite conclusion on the issue of identity.

However, weighing the evidence presented before
the Court of Appeal, the Justice of Appeal said al-
though some of the witnesses claimed to be familiar
with the accused, familiarity was one of the factors to
be taken into consideration in deciding whether or
not a witness identified the assailant.

The Justice of Appeal said considering since other
conditions for proper identification ware not con-
ducive, familiarity with the accused alone was not
enough to rely on to incriminate the accused person.
“The witness must give detailed explanation as to how
he or she identified the assailant at the scene of crime

as the witness might be
honest, but mistaken.”

Furthermore, the Jus-
tice of Appeal citing an-
other case of Philipo Ru-
kaiza @Kitwechembogo
V Republic (criminal ap-
peal No 215 of 1994) (un-
reported) said said:

“The evidence in every
case where visual identi-
fication is what is relied
on must be subjected
to careful scrutiny, due
regard being paid to all
the circumstances, there
was really sure opportu-
nity and convincing abil-
ity to identify the person
correctly and that every
reasonable possibility of
error has been dispelled.
There could be a mistake
in the identification not-
withstanding the honest
belief of an otherwise
truthful identifying wit-
ness."

The Justice of Appeal
went further saying that
it was their considered
view that had the lower
courts considered all the
relevant facts discussed
above, they would have
found that the evidence
of six witnesses in sup-
port of the prosecution
was not absolutely water-
tight. In light of this, the
Justice of Appeal allowed
the appeal, quashed the
conviction of the appel-
lant and set aside the
30-year imprisonment
imposed on him. He then
ordered the appellant to
be released from custody
forthwith unless other-
wise lawfully incarcer-
ated.

Today’s proverb: “A
rolling stone gathers no
moss.”

The author is a law-
yer based in Dar es
Salaam. He can be
reached at t22ma-
gobe@gmail.com
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in a number of cases, is of the weakest

Unlocking the power of youth in tackling climate change

By Elizabeth Wathuti

an increasingly volatile world, the grip of extreme
weather events tightens, unleashing droughts,
floods, and heat waves that wreak havoc on vulner-
ble communities. The repercussions are dire—lost
livelihoods, food scarcity, and parched water sources.
Alarming as it is, the impact of these events hits hardest
on youth and children, amplifying inequalities and deep-
ening divides. Yet, amidst this unfolding crisis, a glimmer
of hope emerges from an unexpected source—youth step-
ping up to champion climate action.

Across the globe, the landscape is changing, and it's not
just the weather. The effects of extreme weather events
disproportionately affect the young, propelling them into
a new era of the need for urgent climate action. Recent
years have witnessed a surge in youth activism surround-
ing environmental issues, an awakening that is set to in-
tensify as the urgency for rapid response grows.

As a young environmentalist and the visionary behind
the Green Generation initiative, I've come to understand
that integrating youth into established climate frame-
works is pivotal to nurturing their involvement in shaping
a sustainable future for Africa. Empowered by firsthand
experiences, young individuals drive climate action for-
ward, fuelled by a deep desire.

Youth engagement in climate change is more than
a symbolic gesture—it's a movement gaining formida-
ble momentum. A recent UNDP People’s Climate Vote
showed that nearly 70 percent of those under 18, view cli-
mate change as a global emergency. The echoes of young
voices also resounded in the COP26 meeting, where
a Global Youth Position statement representing over
40,000 youth leaders called for integrating youth rights
in climate change combat deals.

This movement is set to expand, and the global com-
munity must harness the vitality and energy of young
people in tackling climate change. The youth have surged
to the forefront of the climate action movement, epito-
mizing passion, commitment, and innovative thinking.

With fresh perspectives and innovative solutions,
youth offer a dynamic approach to shaping a sustainable
world. Not only are they the torchbearers of a greener
future, but they are also the generation that will inherit
the consequences of climate change. Recognizing youth's
invaluable contributions, an opportunity lies ahead at the
upcoming Africa Climate Summit 2023 to solidify their
place as key stakeholders in climate action dialogues.

The Africa Climate Summit happening in Nairobi, Ken-
ya, from the 4th to 6th of this month is an opportunity

to showcase Africa’s resources and solutions
to the climate crisis to attract capital invest-
ments. As a precursor of this Summit, young
people have not been left behind and have
been self-organizing and self-mobilizing to
host a pre-summit dubbed the African Youth
Climate Assembly (AYCA) from Ist to 3rd
September to showcase African solutions to
global challenges.

With a focus on encouraging collaboration

and engagement, the conference intends
to unite and amplify the voices of African
youth, share ideas, and demonstrate youth
solutions in the global battle against climate
change. Some suggestions are related to en-
vironmental sustainability, such as recycling
waste materials and plastic bottles to protect
the environment, among many other inno-
vative initiatives. AYCA will bring together
young change-makers from more than 60 Af-

rican countries and beyond, exhibiting their
work and establishing connections between
them and all heads of state, decision-makers,
well-respected individuals, business leaders,
and non-state actors.

Historically, youth have been left on the
sidelines in decision-making processes,
which should never have been the case. The
youth's potential impact knows no age limit,
as multiple studies show that education is

pivotal in driving public opinion
on climate change.

This revelation emphasizes
the importance of incorporating
climate education into curricula
worldwide. Educational insti-
tutions can unlock a powerful
force for change by imparting a
comprehensive understanding
of climate change issues.

While youth rise to the occa-
sion, their voices often remain
unheard. Media and advocacy
platforms must embrace the call
for inclusivity, offering a plat-
form for these emerging leaders.
By doing so, society can tap intoa
wellspring of creative and game-
changing ideas to help us tackle
global environmental challenges
such as the climate crisis.

The call for climate action is
universal, transcending borders
and generations. Youth, driven
by creativity, innovation, and
boundless energy, stand poised
to be the catalysts of change.
Their ideas, innovations, and
the youth's solutions must be
meaningfully embraced and sup-
ported with resources, including
funding and skills, to help them
advance to the next level. In a
world where the stakes have
never been higher, it is impera-
tive that we open doors, amplify
voices, and welcome the youth
into the global conversation. As
we navigate the complexities of
climate change, their involve-
ment is not just an option—it's an
essential pathway toward a more
sustainable and resilient future
for all.

Elizabeth Wathuti is Lead
Coordinator - African Youth
Climate Assembly (AYCA) and
Africa Climate Summit (ACS)
Youth Engagement.
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United States mushroom workers now want

By Peter Costantini

E Yakima River runs southeast from the Cascade

ountains through central Washington state to

merge with the Columbia a little north of Or-

egon. From the small city of Yakima on down, its

course broadens from a winding canyon into a wide valley

bounded by austere low ridges of gray-green sagebrush and

tawny grasses. In mid-April, the new leaves of the willows

and cottonwoods light up the riverbanks with luminous
chartreuse.

The valley beyond the river bottom was once mostly
semi-arid rangeland punctuated by basalt cliffs. But as ir-
rigation systems spread across it in the early 20th Century,
it morphed into rich farmlands. Expanses of vineyards
stretch across the valley and climb the hills. One part of the
Yakima Valley Highway has been renamed “Wine Country
Road”, and at intersections, signs point to wineries and tast-
ing rooms.

Tall frameworks of wood and wire stand waiting for hop
vines to grow up them. The Yakima Valley produces more
than three-quarters of the hops grown in the United States.
Apple and pear orchards are beginning to bloom. In fields
of corn and beans, the first green shoots are just poking up.

The town of Sunnyside drapes over a hill about 30 miles
southeast of Yakima city. The town’s 16 thousand residents
are 86 percent Hispanic, and Yakima County is over 52
percent, in a country where the Hispanic population is ap-
proaching one-fifth of the total and growing.

Yearly per capita income in Sunnyside is $15,570 and the
poverty rate is 18.6 percent, compared with $43,817 and 9.9
percent for the state of Washington. That means that aver-
age yearly income here is a bit more than one-third that of
the state, and poverty is almost twice as high. [USS. Census
Bureau. “QuickFacts”]

At the south end of town, across Interstate 82, Midvale
Road is lined with industrial processing and service facili-
ties: warehouses, pipelines, silos, and tanks for dairy, candy,
feed, fertilizer and equipment. At the end of this agribusi-
ness stronghold, rows of long white structures looking like
opaque greenhouses are identified by a sign: “Windmill
Farms”. Inside, on multi-level bins in windowless, climate-
controlled rooms, mushrooms are growing. The delivery
trucks parked outside the farm still have “Ostrom Farms”,
the name of the previous owners, painted on their sides.

Along the road outside the mushroom farm one April af-
ternoon, workers, their families, and their supporters walk
a picket line. Crimson flags bearing a black Aztec eagle on a
white circle flutter in a stiff wind. Red, white, blue and green
undulate as well: a young boy hoists an American flag as an
older man waves the Mexican tricolor. Homemade signs
say “We Feed You” and “La Union Es La Fuerza” (“The union
is strength”), and “Queremos union - Protesta (“We want a
union - Protest).

From a portable sound system, the Mexican ranchera
(country) music of Joan Sebastian and Los Tigres del Norte
lends an upbeat accordion and guitar cadence to the pro-
ceedings.

These mushroom workers are picketing Windmill Farms
to demand that it right some flagrant wrongs that Ostrom
Farms, the former owner, inflicted on them before selling
the farm. The new owners, they say, have not remedied the
problems.

Over a year ago, Ostrom workers began to raise com-
plaints about working conditions, wages, and management,
working with organizers from the United Farm Workers
union. Getting no response, they voted overwhelmingly
to form a union to bargain with the company. Ostrom re-
sponded by laying off all its workers and selling the farm to
Windmill Farms, which is controlled by an investment firm.
Windmill told the former workers that they could reapply
to work there, but would have to accept restrictions on
their workplace rights.

Before the sale, Ostrom had replaced most of its work-
ers, who were predominantly Hispanic women living in the
area, with male “guest workers” brought in from Mexico on
H-2A temporary agricultural visas. They have limited labor
rights and can easily be fired and deported. A few of the
original workers were hired back, but some not at their old
jobs.

The demonstrators are demanding that Windmill rehire
workers who were fired, address their grievances, recog-
nize their union and bargain a contract with it. Members
of other unions have come from around the state to show
solidarity.

The president of the United Farm Workers, Teresa Rome-
ro, has come up from California. She addresses the crowd
in Spanish:

“We're here today fighting for all of you. But we can't do
this without the leadership, that you've demonstrated. It’s
not easy. Many of you have been fired for demanding your
rights. But we're going to keep fighting for the workers who
are still inside and who are afraid. And the fear they feel

Sign at mushroom workers rally, Sunnyside, Washington, April 18, 2023. Credit: Peter Costantini

is very justified because many of you were
fired. ... Here we are and were not leaving!
Thanks to all who are supporting us from
outside of the farm workers movement, but
who realize how hard it is for workers in the
fields to organize.”

She ends her speech with “iSi, se puede!”
(“Yes we can!”), the traditional farm workers
grito. And the crowd continues cheering, “iSi,
se puede!”.

Next, an animated man with a goatee and
sunglasses smiles at the assembly. José Mar-
tinez is one of the leaders in forming the un-
ion. He was fired by Ostrom, but then rehired
by Windmill. His Spanish is hoarse and pas-
sionate:

“I want to send a very clear message to the
company: we don’t want to destroy you. The
only thing we want is that you treat us with
dignity, equality and respect as human be-
ings. And to have a union, that’s what we’re
fighting for. Thanks to all of you who have
come from different places to support our
cause. We won't leave until we reach this goal.
iViva la causa! {Viva César Chavez! iViva la
union! iSiempre paadelante!” (“Long live the
cause! Long live Cesar Chavez! Long live the
Union! Always forward!”)

Daniela Barajas was fired by Ostrom but
found a job with a different company. She
tells the crowd in Spanish:

“We've just begun to fight. Although I
haven't worked in the mushroom farm more
than a year - I was one of those who was
fired - I continue supporting the people who
are there [and] those who don’t have jobs to
feed their families. They have a right to better
treatment at work. And we’re not going away
until they recognize a union there..”

Her speech is echoed by chants of: “:Que
queremos? jUnion!” (“What do we want? Un-
ion!”).

The union’s Secretary of Civic Action, Juan-
ito Marcial, drove over with some other work-
ers from the Seattle area to offer solidarity to
the mushroom workers. The Chateau Sainte
Michelle winery there, where he works, is the
site of the United Farm Workers' first contract
in the state. Workers won it in 1995 after an
eight-year struggle, and it remains in force.
Most of the UFW’s membership, however, is
in California where the union began.

Marcial recalls that history in Spanish:
“Were here, the comrades who work at
Sainte Michelle under a union contract. And I
want to tell you that we now have an average
of 27 years, the only agricultural site that has
a [UFW] contract [in Washington], and that
we're enjoying various benefits for workers.
We're saying to you, comrades, that this is just
the first step, we can’t weaken. Hasta la victo-
ria siempre! (Until victory always!)”

The UFW regional director, Victoria Ruddy,
closes the rally by thanking the workers for a
year of struggle. “As don José says, iNo vamos

a parar hasta ganar uniéon!” (‘We won't stop
until we win a union!) And the crowd ambles
over to a nearby park for a picnic.

New bosses, but still no union

“Yes, we can! The union is strength!” UFW
rally, Sunnyside, Washington, April 18, 2023.
Photo: Peter Costantini

Sign at mushroom workers rally, Sunny-
side, Washington, April 18, 2023. Photo: Peter
Costantini

The road that led the mushroom work-
ers to their April 18 rally outside of Windmill
Farms was riddled with corporate switch-
backs and legal potholes.

In 2019, Ostrom Mushrooms closed a
mushroom farm in western Washington
state, laid off more than 200 workers, and
moved its operations to Sunnyside. The firm
received generous public subsidies from dif-
ferent levels of government for construction
of a new $60 million plant.

In Sunnyside, Ostrom hired a new work-
force varying between 200 and 300 work-
ers. Most were local Hispanic women. At
that time, CEO Travis Wood complained of
a shortage of labor despite the advantages of
year-round work and controlled-climate con-
ditions inside the facility.

“In mid-2021,” The Washington State At-
torney General found, “Ostrom hired new
management to improve its production. [It]
believed Ostrom needed to replace its largely
female workforce because [women] had
childcare obligations and could not work
late hours or weekends. ... [M]anagement
decided to replace its domestic workforce
with workers from the H-2A guest worker
program.”

Consequently, Ostrom employees elected
aleadership committee to raise issues about
wages and working conditions with man-
agement. They began to consult with United
Farm Workers organizers and the non-profit
Columbia Legal Services.

In June 2022, the workers submitted a
petition to Ostrom calling for “fair pay, safe
working conditions, and respect”. It alleged
that managers had threatened and bullied
workers, instituted mandatory overtime
shifts and raised production quotas to ex-
cessive levels. Workers were overworked
and undervalued, said Ostrom worker Joce-
line Castillo. But Ostrom stonewalled the
petition.

Meanwhile, in August 2022, Washington
State Attorney General Bob Ferguson filed
a civil complaint against Ostrom under state
laws. Ferguson accused Ostrom of discrimi-
nation and unfair employment practices
based on employees’ sex, citizenship, or im-
migration status, and of retaliating against
employees who opposed these violations.
Ostrom had gone ahead and replaced most
of its local female workers with male “guest”

workers brought in from Mexico, whose
H-2A temporary visas give them fewer labor
protections. However, the H-2A program re-
quires that the employer first demonstrate
that it cannot hire enough workers from the
local workforce, which was evidently not
the case.

The complaint also charged Ostrom with
“engaging in unfair and deceptive practices
... by misleading actual and prospective do-
mestic pickers with regard to job eligibility
requirements, wages, and availability of em-
ployment.”

However, Ferguson was unable to directly
address retaliation against union organizing
or the use of H-2A workers to replace resi-
dent workers. These issues fall under federal
law, while the state attorney general can en-
force only state laws.

The National Labor Relations Act, the 1935
federal statute that regulates union organiz-
ing and collective bargaining, excludes farm
workers and domestic workers from its
coverage. So the Ostrom workers were not
able to go through formal legal procedures
for union recognition or to invoke the law’s
protection against retaliation for union or-
ganizing.

Nevertheless, in September 2022 the
workers announced their vote, held under
UFW auspices: 70 percent chose to form a
union. They asked management to sit down
and bargain on wages and working condi-
tions. Ostrom refused.

The Ostrom workers and UFW organizers
upped the ante in their campaign by mar-
shalling community support. They organ-
ized periodic informational pickets at the
Ostrom farm in Sunnyside. And in a reprise
of the farm worker boycotts of the 1960s and
1970s, they began in November to picket
outside of a supermarket in Seattle. They
asked consumers not to buy Ostrom mush-
rooms, but instead to seek out mushrooms
from two unionized farms in California.

In November, the State Department of La-
bor & Industries responded to a complaint
and found working conditions at Ostrom
that could cause injuries to workers. The
agency fined the grower only $4,000, but
also investigated another complaint.

Then on February 14, the campaign hit a
roadblock. According to the UFW, Ostrom
Mushroom Farms management held a
company-wide meeting to tell all its workers
that they were fired immediately. As of that
midnight, Ostrom’s facility would be sold to
Greenwood Mushroom Sunnyside IA, LLC, a
new entity owned by Windmill Farms. Based
in Ashburn, Ontario, Canada, Windmill also
uses the Greenwood Mushrooms label at
farms in Ontario and Pennsylvania. In turn,
Windmill is owned by Instar Asset Manage-
ment, a Toronto-based private equity firm.

The fired Ostrom workers were told they

MONDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS HALI HALISI
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)
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TUESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
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TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)
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TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
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18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
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21:00-23:00HRS
MALUMBANO YA HOJA

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

FRIDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS
21:00-23:00HRS KIPIMA JOTO

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )
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SATURDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:30-10:00HRS DK 90 DUNIANI
10:00-11:00HRS KADOGOO
11:00-13:00HRS BONGO HITS
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS ZAIDI YA
UMJUAVYO

16:00-18:00HRS ALIYEVUMA
18:00-21:00HRS BUZUKI TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

aunion
could reapply for jobs under the new
management. But they would have to
fill out new applications, possibly ac-
cept different jobs, and sign arbitra-
tion agreements that forbade suing
the employer or unionizing.

The Windmill and former Ostrom
workers, including those now un-
employed, pushed ahead with their
campaign. Some of the original work-
ers who were rehired complained
that they ended up in worse jobs with
lower pay.

Under Windmill Farms manage-
ment, working conditions were still
“pretty bad”, according to workers
committee leader José Martinez,
who had worked at Ostrom for three
years. “They want you to go fast” to
meet an hourly quota of picking 50
pounds of mushrooms, he told me.
“They put you on probation for 90
days. If you don’t make [the quota]
they’re gonna let you go.” The biggest
problem, though, is that “there’s no
communication with them. Some-
times one supervisor comes and tells
you one thing, and then another one
comes after and changes the whole
thing.” If the company recognizes the
union, he said, “everything is gonna
be fine.”

Shortly after the rally, though, Mar-
tinez was fired by Windmill, which
claimed he wasn't meeting produc-
tion demands. But he suspected he
may have been fired because of his
pro-union activism.

Finally on May 16, the Washing-
ton State Attorney General’s Office
announced that Ostrom and Green-
wood had signed a consent decree.
Ostrom agreed to pay $34 million
into a fund to compensate workers
who suffered discrimination or retali-
ation for reporting it - over 170 may
be eligible. In the agreement, Green-
wood agreed to discontinue the “un-
fair and discriminatory employment
practices” identified under Ostrom,
and established a framework for
compliance training and monitoring
to prevent future violations.

“Ostrom’s systematic discrimina-
tion was calculated to force out fe-
male and Washington-based employ-
ees,” Ferguson said in a statement. “I
want to thank the workers who spoke
out against this discrimination in the
face of so much danger and stood up
for their rights. My team fought for
them and today we secured an im-
portant victory.”

Beyond substantial compensa-
tion for the workers, the settlement
avoided a drawn-out court battle. But
because it was based on state law;, it
could not compel recognition of the
union or rehiring by Windmill of the
fired workers, nor could it address
the prohibited use of H-2A temporary
workers to replace resident workers.

A worker still employed by Wind-
mill, Isela Cabrera, commented: “I am
very happy for my coworkers who
experienced humiliations and re-
taliations by Ostrom management.”
She said that she hoped the consent
decree would help begin to improve
conditions, “as this new management
continues to commit favoritism and
retaliation. We want our fired friends
to get their jobs back and for Wind-
mill Farms to recognize our union.”

UFW President Romero explained
to me that one focus of the union
campaign will be on persuading In-
star’s investors, some of which may
be union pension funds, to pressure
Windmill Farms to recognize the un-
ion.

SUNDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:00-09:00HRS
HABARI NA MATUKIO YA WIKI

09:00-11:00HRS THE SUNDAY
11:00-13:00HRS TOP 20
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CAPITAL
MICHEZONI

16:00-18:00HRS UKURASA WA
MBELE

18:00-21:00HRS JIACHIE
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI
22:00-01:00HRS LADHA LAINI

01:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

CAPITAL RADIO
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Lisa’s Story: A mother’s quest
to reunite with her daughter

By Fathya Chambo

N 1997 on the streets of Tlala, in

Dar es Salaam Region, a teen-

age girl wandered with her

friends in clubs and bars. Her
mother had just passed away, and
a few years later her father too, and
she was now an orphan.

Forced to live with her aunt who
had five children of her own, she
felt neglected and sought solace
from the world outside home.

Lisa Maganga was 16 years old
when she met a 61 year old foreign
man who promised to marry her
and take her to the United States,
but her family refused. Lisa was
desperate to escape poverty and
decided to marry him anyway.

In no time, they flew back to Phil-
adelphia, and she began a new life.
A child bride in a foreign land, with
her passport and green card hid-
den away by her old husband who
wouldn’t let her speak to anyone
outside; she felt isolated.

In the spirit of youthfulness and
longing for human interactions
outside her husband, she began
to sneak out and ended up mak-
ing friends with people with risky
behaviours. Many of her friends
worked in strip clubs and took her
with them while her husband was
at work. This is where she sniffed
cocaine for the first time. She then
tried heroin, and it was downhill
from there.

One day Lisa met a man in the
club, he was a few years older than
her. She narrated her ordeal to the
man and that was the new begin-
ning of hope. The man alerted
the police about her situation and
her marriage was annulled by the
court.

When she turned 18, he married
her. He was in college and during
holidays they went back together
in Tanzania to formally introduce
him to her family. The man loved
the country and made sure he got
a job in Tanzania; they officially
moved back and rented a house

in Mikocheni. Lisa was still using
illicit drugs without her husband’s
knowledge.

After months, Lisa got pregnant;
but that did not stop her from us-
ing drugs. She used all the allow-
ance given by her husband to buy
drugs. When that was not enough,
she sold her pieces of jewellery and
home appliances to feed the habit.

Months passed and she was
about to give birth, her doctor who
knew about her drug use advised
her to give birth at Nairobi Hospital
for better newborn care. Her aunt
took her to the hospital and Lisa
carried a stash of drugs with her.

After asafe delivery, her daughter
had to be admitted for a few weeks
because of Neonatal Abstinence
Syndrome, a condition caused by
exposure to drugs in the womb be-
fore birth; with a child presenting
with tremors, irritability, vomiting,
diarrhea, and fever.

When the child recovered and
they were ready to go back home,
the doctor advised her to not
breastfeed to prevent the baby
from more exposure to drugs.
Eventually, her husband found out
and took her to a therapist, but that
did not help her.

One fateful day, the husband
came back home to find her laying
on the floor with their 9-month-old
daughter crying beside her. That
was the last straw. He called the
police, and she was charged with
child endangerment. She was jailed
for 21 days and by the time she was
out, the husband was gone. He left
for the United States with their
daughter, and she was back in Ilala
at her aunt’s house.

Filled with guilt and regret, Li-
sa’s life went downhill from there.
“I was in so much pain, I buried
myself further in drugs. I went to
clubs and had sex with strangers
to get money for drugs, I would get
1,000/- to 2,000/- per man because
of how I looked, no man would pay
more than that”, she narrated.

She added: “I was malnourished,

Lisa Maganga

so bad that it reached a point
where when I walked on the
street no man would call me.
I looked old, lost so much
weight that I became like a
skeleton. I was homeless be-
cause I kept on stealing from
my aunt to buy drugs.”

“At times, I found myself
sleeping outside on boxes, I
was living like a mad wom-
an. I stole from men, jumped
from moving motorcycles to
avoid paying fare because
I needed that money for
drugs since the men I slept
with did not pay me enough.
I was hopeless and helpless,

I did not care if I would live
or die,” narrated Lisa.

From time to time, at the
place where she would do
drugs with her friends; an
organization named Metha-
done Family Against Drug
Abuse (MEFADA) visited
them to educate them about
Methadone. One of the peer
educators knew her, he had
been an addict and knew
her life story.

“He told me that if I take
Methadone, 1 will be able
to find and speak to my
daughter”, she said, that was
a turning moment for her,

there was nothing she want-
ed more than reuniting with
her daughter.

MEFADA is a civil society
organization launched in
2015 that works to educate
youths and families about
drug abuse. It also links
people who abuse drugs to
health facilities for therapy
and treatment while also
providing family therapy
with their families.

Lisa took the advice and
began attending the Medi-
cation Assisted Treatment
(MAT) clinic at Mwanany-
amala Regional Referral

Hospital, but not for long before she relapsed. Her
friend whom she went with the first time did not give
up on her. She kept on bugging Lisa to restart treat-
ment again and eventually, she was successful. After
a few months, Lisa restarted treatment again and has
never missed a day since then.

From the guilt of losing her daughter, it was the
hope of reuniting with her that kept her adhering to
treatment. That was her only goal, to get clean so that
she can reunite with her long-lost daughter.

Today, Lisa who is in her early 40s has been sober
for over 7 years; a married mother of two and a peer
educator who helps other addicts in their journey
towards recovery. She works with Life and Hope or-
ganization which works with the community and the
Management and Development for Health (MDH) to
educate and link people with drug addiction to treat-
ment facilities.

“In a month, I can reach out to at least 40 people with
drug addiction and may be 7 or 8 of them will accept
treatment and I will link them to MAT clinic”, she said.

She is in touch with her now 16 year old daughter
who lives in the US, they talk and chat all the time.
She is yet to physically meet her, but she hopes soon
she will meet her. Lisa and her husband have built
their house at Vipawa, Bagamoyo and plan to move
in soon.

Lisa is one of peers that are supported by the U.S
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (U.S CDC)
through MDH) as part of their initiatives in MAT. She
still attends MAT clinic at Mwananyamala Regional
Referral Hospital.

MDH supports 7 clinics in Dar es Salaam 3 of them
are ‘mother clinics’ that enrol clients from the com-
munity with the help of civil social organizations
(CSOs). MDH has supported MAT services since 2015.

MDH with funding from PEPFAR through the U.S
CDC, supports MAT clinics in various ways includ-
ing technical assistance to MAT clinic and CSO on
programme implementation, capacity building on
documentation and M&E (Monitoring and Evaluation),
supporting facility-led outreach activities, resolving
supply chain issues and provide training to Health Care
Providers (HCPs).

By the end of March 2023, a cumulative of 10,137 cli-
ents have been enrolled to MAT clinics, and 4,172 are
actively receiving care.

Those who have successfully recovered from drug
use like Lisa, have been crucial in strengthening pre-
vention through community outreach and telling their
stories to the world and their peers, especially those
at risk and vulnerable to drug use. MDH supports
the efforts of the government through the Ministry of
Health by strengthening MAT services in the country.

The theme for this year’s International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking—People first: stop
stigma and discrimination, strengthen prevention’
is a reminder that drug addiction is a complex issue
and behind the user is a person looking for an escape.
Preventing stigma and discrimination towards people
who use drugs (PWUDs) is key to helping them to re-
cover.

New app launched to transform rice seed demand and supply in Tanzania

By Guardian Reporter

PATRICK Ngwediagi, Direc-
tor General of the Tanzania Of-
ficial Seed Certification Institute
(TOSCI), has launched SeedCast,
a revolutionary mobile app set
to transform Tanzania's rice seed
market.

The new app was launched
at the Rice Breeding Innovations
Partners' Annual Meeting in Dar
es Salaam, an event that brought
in representatives from 11 coun-
tries and over 100 rice experts,
marking a pivotal moment for
agricultural innovation on an in-
ternational scale.

Ngwediagi stressed TOSCI's
unwavering commitment to pro-
pelling agricultural innovation,
particularly in the area of seed
quality and availability.

The revolutionary mobile ap-
plication, SeedCast, is set to
transform the way rice seed sup-
ply and demand information is
shared. It has been developed by
the International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) for use by rice
stakeholders, working in collabo-
ration with both the public and
private sectors in Tanzania.

SeedCast has the potential to re-
shape rice production dynamics.
It aims to boost productivity in
Tanzania—a major player in rice
production within the East and
Southern Africa (ESA) region—by
narrowing the gap between sup-
ply and demand information.

Ngwediagi officially introduced
the app, expressing gratitude to
participants for joining hands in
this transformative journey.

"As TOSCI, we are committed to
driving agricultural innovation.
SeedCast acts as a hub connect-
ing farmers, seed suppliers, and
policymakers, fostering collabo-
ration,” Ngwediagi emphasized.

He said the app will align with
existing laws and terminologies,
underscoring that SeedCast will
be thoroughly reviewed to ensure

it meets local and international
standards.

Dr Dennis Tippe, the Director
of the Tanzania Agricultural Re-
search Institute's Uyole Agricul-
tural Research Institute in Mbeya,
noted: "As someone who has
seen firsthand the struggles our
farmers go through in identify-
ing quality seeds for better yield,
SeedCast is revolutionary.”

He believes that the platform
will significantly ease the often
cumbersome process of deter-
mining the right type, quantity,
and location of quality seeds.

Dr Tippe emphasized that Seed-
Cast's strength lies in its localized
application. "From the grassroots
level, even village agricultural of-
ficers can make use of this system
to provide timely information
about available seeds in local
stores or agro-dealers."

According to Dr Tippe, one of
the significant benefits of Seed-
Cast is data-driven decision-

and place orders," he said.

Ndomondo said: "Our supply
officers are collecting needs from
farmers and registering this data
from the village level up to the
district level. The system ensures
that this vital information perco-
lates through different adminis-
trative levels, ultimately reaching
the national stage for compre-
hensive needs assessment."

On technological adaptation, he
noted, "The world is going digital,
and so are we. The system will be
accessible both via smartphone
apps and websites. While current-

ly available on smartphones, our
goal is to make it compatible with
all types of mobile devices soon."
The three-day Rice Breeding In-
novations Partners' Annual Meet-
ing held in Dar es Salaam serves
as a critical junction for global
collaboration in the field of rice
agriculture. Tanzania's signifi-
cance in the rice industry ampli-
fies the importance of this event.
As a major player in rice produc-
tion, Tanzania holds a pivotal
role not only within its own bor-
ders but also across the East and
Southern Africa (ESA) region.

making. "District councils will
now have access to data that can
inform them about the volume of
seeds available, allowing for bet-
ter planning and deployment.
The app's analytics will also serve
the national need to match seed
production with demand."

Dr Tippe pointed out that the
lack of accurate, timely informa-
tion has long been a bottleneck
for Tanzanian farmers. "SeedCast
addresses this gap by providing
farmers with verified data about
where they can find quality seeds,
how much they cost, and how far
they need to travel to get them."

He highlighted that the app's
initial version is for smartphones
but revealed that the next phase
would make the data available via
standard SMS. "We are starting
smart but thinking inclusively.
Soon, farmers will receive this
crucial information through reg-
ular text messages."

"Africa spends a lot of money
importing food, yet we have fer-
tile land for production. The chal-
lenge is quality seed availability,
where education comes into play.
We must educate our farmers to
produce better and more efficient
crops," noted Dr. Ajay Panchbhai,
Regional Breeding Lead (ESA),
and Seed Systems and Product
Management Lead - Africa at the
International Rice Research Insti-
tute (IRRI).

Martin Ndomondo, Seed Sys-
tems Specialist, IRRI - ESA at the
International Rice Research Insti-
tute (IRRI), expressed optimism
about the new digital system they
are implementing. "The advent of
this digital system will be a game-
changer. It enables farmers to di-
rectly and easily identify nearby
seed distributors through a sim-
ple smartphone application. Sell-
ers can input the amount of seed
stock they have, thus making it
easier for farmers to reach them

Tanzania Official Seed Certification Institute (TOSCI) director general
Patrick Ngwediagi
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What coup in Niger says about US security assistance in the Sahel

By Elias Yousif

N what has become an all too familiar phenom-

enon, U.S.-trained security personnel have been

implicated in the July 26th coup that deposed

Niger’s democratically elected president, Mo-
hamed Bazoum.

It is the fifth such putsch in the Sahel since 2020,
and just the latest to, once again, upend Washington’s
expansive counterterror operations in the region that
seems to depend on questionable military partners.

As the Biden administration wrestles with how to
respond, it should consider how this latest military
takeover reflects on years of U.S. security cooperation
in the Sahel and the efficacy of the approach that has
defined U.S. engagement with the region.

Overview of U.S. assistance to Niger and the Sa-
hel

Over the last decade, U.S. security cooperation in
the Sahel, and the western Sahel in particular, has
grown substantially, reflecting widespread concern
about the surge in Islamist militancy in the region.

A mix of armed groups, including those with affili-
ations with Al Qaeda and the Islamic State, have pro-
liferated in the region over the years, carrying out
opportunistic attacks, engaging in illicit economic ac-
tivity, and posing acute challenges to state authority.

The United States has responded to perceived
threats in the region by investing heavily in its own
counterterror operations and security assistance pro-
grams, amounting to more than $3.3 billion in military
aid to the Sahel over the last two decades.

Programs like the Trans-Sahara Partnership Initia-
tive, Department of Defense building partner capacity
programs, and numerous foreign military training op-
erations have been central pillars of the U.S. approach
to the region.

Despite being paired with significant amounts of
economic and humanitarian assistance, they have an-
chored bilateral relations between Washington and its
Sahelian partners.

Between FY2001 and FY2021, the United States pro-
vided the countries of Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mau-
ritania, Niger, and Senegal at least $995 million in di-
rect security assistance, a figure which likely excludes
much of the aid provided through large but opaque
Department of Defense capacity building programs.

And between FY2001 and FY2020, the United States
provided training to at least 86 thousand trainees in
these countries, including 17,643 from Niger.

Substantial aid but little progress

Unfortunately, this assistance has not resulted in
commensurate improvements in the security land-
scape or acted as an effective bulwark against civil-
military strife. Whatever tactical advances U.S. as-
sistance has contributed to, on the part of Sahelian
security forces, the presence, activity, and power of
sub-state armed groups has continued to grow.

Terrorism-related activity in the region has in-
creased by more than 2,000 percent over the past
decade and a half, while militant organizations have
pursued increasingly bold operations and pseudo-
state activities.

At the same time, U.S. security assistance activities
have provided material support to military officers
who have both engaged in grave human rights abuses
or who have gone on to support the overthrow of civil-
ian governments.

In just the last three years, the Sahel has seen five
coups, two each in Mali and Burkina Faso and now
one in Niger, each of which has involved or implicated
officers that received U.S. military training.

Unsurprisingly, these military coups have reflected
poorly on U.S. security assistance efforts and exposed

severe shortcomings in Washington’s ap-
proach to the region.

Although it would be difficult to iden-
tify a causal relationship between U.S.
training and coup propensity on the part
of recipients, repeated putsches by U.S.-
backed forces show a lack of discretion in
how the United States selects its security
partners.

Indeed, the behavior of many of these
U.S.-trained forces is far from unpredict-
able, especially in places where military
figures have long played outsized politi-
cal roles.

More robust, in-depth, and multidis-
ciplinary pre-assessments should better
inform the selection of U.S. security assis-
tance beneficiaries and partners, and pol-
icymakers should have the courage to use
that information to decline invitations to
engage in security cooperation when the
risk is too high.

More broadly, the highly securitized

nature of U.S. engagement with the re-
gion places significant emphasis on ad-
dressing the symptoms of insecurity and
distracts from other lines of effort aimed
at issues of governance, peacebuilding,
and conflict resolution.

Moreover, the rhetorical and politi-
cal emphasis Washington has placed on
counterterrorism, in addition to over-
shadowing significant humanitarian and
development investments, can also risk
securitizing local politics and elevating
the political saliency of military leaders
over their civilian counterparts.

Indeed, in nearly all of the most recent
coups, their military leaders have cited
militancy and counterterror impera-
tives as justification for removing civilian
leaders. Without a greater emphasis on
governance, civil-military reforms, and
defense institution building as a prereg-
uisite to combat-oriented assistance, the
United States risks perpetuating conflict

and political instability.

Finally, when U.S.-backed security
forces engage in coups or grave human
rights violations, the United States should
be unequivocal in its response. Too fre-
quently, the United States has been will-
ing to voice rhetorical condemnation
while discreetly sustaining security coop-
eration activities.

Invoking the need to address terror-
ism or the infiltration of other competing
powers in the region, the familiar turning
of the United States’ blind eye in the Sa-
hel has both undermined any meaningful
commitment to conditionality in U.S. as-
sistance and sent a troubling signal about
the consequences of predatory behavior
on the part of U.S. security partners.

The United States should re-orient its
strategic calculus and right size how it
weighs the risks of shedding abusive se-
curity partners against the risks of con-

tinuing to partner with forces un-
dermining good governance and
human rights.

Elias Yousif is a Research Analyst
with the Stimson Center’s Conven-
tional Defense Program. His re-
search focuses on the global arms
trade and arms control, issues re-
lated to remote warfare and use
of force, and international secu-
rity cooperation and child-soldiers
prevention.

Prior to joining the Stimson Cent-
er, Elias was the Deputy Director of
the Security Assistance Monitor at
the Center for International Policy
where he analyzed the impact of
U.S. arms transfer and security as-
sistance programs on international
security, U.S. foreign policy, and
global human rights practices.
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Kenya banks’ lending
to parent companies
abroad up 61 percent

NAIROBI

Kenyan multinational banks in-
creased their lending to affiliate com-
panies abroad by 61 percent in the six
months to June compared to the cor-
responding period last year, raising
concerns about Kenyan forex deposits
funding external assets.

Filings by banks show that the lend-
ers with external parents had lent affili-
ates in foreign markets a total of Sh177.7
billion by the end of June, up from
Shi10.5 billion a year earlier.

Banks with common majority share-
holders often collaborate and may lend
to and borrow from one another.

The terms of the transactions the
lenders have with their affiliate firms
are normally not disclosed, but they are
expected to treat the sister companies
the same way they deal with other cus-
tomers.

Central Bank of Kenya guidelines
stipulate loans to connected parties
should be on market terms and should
not be more favourable with regard to
amount, maturity, rate and collateral
than those provided to other custom-
ers.

“Banks transfer monies within the
group to help balance assets and li-
abilities because a local market can-
not smooth out an imbalance. This
is perfectly acceptable as long as the
group overall is managing risks well,”
said Deepak Dave, founder of Riverside
Capital.

“Less acceptable are two other moti-
vations for intragroup lending—evading
taxes or currency controls by delib-
erately raising monies in one country
and assisting another subsidiary pad its
books as appropriate, and evading reg-
ulatory caps or limits on large lending.
But a bank can clear up any concerns
with a frank disclosure.”

He added that jurisdictions with for-
mal caps, informal practice or tradition
and prudent risk management call for
a 10 percent to 15 percent intragroup

loans-to-deposit ratio.

Overall, the higher intragroup lend-
ing has come in a period of rising dol-
lar deposits in the country, as well as
a strengthening of the US currency
globally due to interest rate hikes in the
world’s largest economy.

By the end of June, Kenyan lenders
held hard currency deposits worth
Sh1.18 trillion, a record high, having
gone up from Sh891.5 billion in June
2022.

Standard Chartered Bank Kenya had
the largest volume of loans to affiliates
at Sh1094 billion at the end of June,
representing a 49.2 percent jump from
Sh72.3 billion a year earlier.

The lender, majority-owned by Lon-
don-based Standard Chartered Plc, has
scores of affiliates operating in Africa,
Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the
US.

The sharp rise has now seen affiliate
lending surpass the bank’s holdings
of government bonds, whose volume
shrank by nearly a third to Sh70.7 bil-
lion as at June, from Sh103.6 billion in
June 2022.

They have also closed the gap to
StanChart’s loans to ordinary custom-
ers, which stood at Shi45.44 billion in
June compared to Shi28.52 billion a
year earlier.

Banks with significant lending to sis-
ter institutions within their groups in-
clude Citibank Kenya, Stanbic and Absa
Bank Kenya.

Citi's lending grew threefold to
Sh26.08 billion in June, from Sh8.44 bil-
lion in June 2022, while that of Stanbic
rose from Sh6.8 billion to Sh23.75 bil-
lion.

Absa bucked the trend with a de-
cline in its affiliate lending, which fell to
Shi13.96 billion from Shi8 billion in June
2022.

The bank’s chief executive told the
Business Daily that the intergroup lend-
ing is largely on short-term facilities,
with the bulk of its book going to cus-
tomers and the local market.
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DSE share indices end

August on high note

By Guardian Reporter

he Dar es Salaam
Stock  Exchange
(DSE) indices
closed the month
of August in green, following
the appreciations of share
prices among local and
cross listed companies.

The DSE market report
shows All share Index (DSEI)
closed at 1,775.35 points on
month’s close, an increase of
14.43 points while the Tanza-
nia Share Index (TSI), which
measures the performance
of locally listed companies
ended the month with 0.54
points gain, after closing at
4,162.29 points.

The sectoral share index
which increased during the
last session of the month
was Bank, Finance & In-
vestment, which closed at
4,134.27 points, after gaining
by 1.79 points.

Tanzania Cigarette
Company (TCC) counter
had 10 shares traded at
weighted average price
of 16,200/- per share in
one deal, Tanga Cement
Company Limited had 10
shares traded at weighted
average price of 1,860/- per
share while Tanzania Port-
land Cement Company
Limited (TPCC) counter
traded 700 shares at a
price of 4,120/- per share
in four deals.

According to the market
report, foreign investors
injected 2.87mn/- through
buying shares, which was
8.66 percent of the total
value of shares bought. All
shares traded during the
day were sold by local in-
Vestors.

The market report
shows, during the first
two months of the current
quarter, a total turnover of

The gaining of DSEI re-
sulted from appreciation of
both cross listed and local
companies include DSE,
East Africa Breweries Limit-
ed (EABL), Jubilee Holdings
Limited (JHL) and Nation
Media Group (NMG).

The report shows that
DSE share price closed at
1,820/- per share, after ap-
preciating by 341 percent
during the last session of
last month, while the EABL
share price closed at 2,360/-

, after increasing by 6.31
percent.

The report shows JHL
share price increased by
345 percent after clos-
ing at 3,000/- while NMG
share price appreciated
by 149 percent, after clos-
ing at 340/- per share on
month’s close.

According to the re-
port, a total turnover of
33.16mn/- recorded during
the end of the month, fol-
lowing the transaction of

42,826 shares traded in 80
deals.

In normal board, CRDB
Bank counter has 32,813
shares traded at weighted
average price of 455/- per
share in 56 deals, followed
by DCB Bank, which trans-
acted 270 shares traded at
a weighted average price
of 140/- per share in three
deals.

DSE counter had 900
shares traded at weighted
average price of 1,820/- per

share in one deal, while
NICO counter had 5,383
shares traded at weighted
average price of 485/- per
share in seven deals.

The daily market report
shows NMB Bank counter
had 2,700 shares traded
at weighted average price
of 4,000/- per share in
four deal while Precision
Air counter has 20 shares
traded at weighted aver-
age price of 360 per share
in one deal.

9.9bn/- has so far been re-
corded of which 780mn/-
injected by foreign inves-
tors through buying shares
and 3.2bn/- through selling
shares, which translated
into net outflow of 2.5bn/-.
Local investors domi-
nated the market in both
selling and buying activi-
ties with 67.63 percent of
total value of shares sold
and 92.15 percent of total
value of shares bought.

Stagflation dangers stalk Europe
as markets eyeing the end to hikes

LONDON

The recurring nightmare for
European policymakers that their
economies will become crippled
by inflation-impaired lethargy just
won't go away.

Mounting evidence across the
region of growth running aground
and consumer prices remaining
untamed is confronting officials in
Frankfurt and London as they re-
turn from summer breaks to reas-
sess whether interest-rate settings
are where they should be.

The news flow has been dismal
enough for investors to resume
focus on worries that haunted fi-
nance chiefs in 2022, asking if the
threat of stagflation is once again
stalking the continent.

As central bankers know only
too well, even when they shirk
from saying it out loud, that label
for the headache of lackluster ex-
pansion and unrelenting inflation
that plagued the 1970s represents

a host of troubles — even in its
mildest form.

“The euro area is stuck in stag-
flation, and were not going to
come out of it any time soon,” said
Karsten Junius, chief economist
at Bank J Safra Sarasin in Zurich.
“In the UK, everything is going
wrong.”

The market response so far
suggests lingering concerns that
central banks are losing appetite
to keep raising borrowing costs
come what may. Data on Thursday
pointing to price growth cement-
ed above 5% in the euro region
was greeted by pared-back bets
for a rate hike in two weeks’ time.

Articulating the quandary were
comments by European Central
Bank official Isabel Schnabel - the
policymaker there in charge of
markets — who admitted the eco-
nomic outlook is souring while in-
sisting that inflation is “stubbornly
high.”

Bank of England Chief Econo-

mist Huw Pill used the same
words to describe the level of core
consumer price growth in the UK,
while also warning his colleagues
not to inflict “unnecessary dam-
age” on the economy.

Both of them spoke days after
the US Federal Reserve’s meeting
in Jackson Hole, Wyoming, where
the US central bank chief, Jerome
Powell, and ECB President Chris-
tine Lagarde, each acknowledged
that after more than a year of
monetary tightening, inflation is
still too elevated.

Euro zone policymakers will
be first to cast a judgment on the
where the threats lie, with a deci-
sion on Sept. 14 described by Finn-
ish official Tuomas Valimaki as
“totally open” on whether another
rate hike is needed. The BOE will
meet a week later, a day after the
Fed.

The current juncture revisits
concerns that troubled the region
when it first confronted the spect-

er of surging gas prices in the wake
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

When Group of Seven finance
chiefs met in May 2022, they dis-
cussed what to do to “avoid stag-
flation scenarios,” in the words of
the gathering’s host, German Fi-
nance Minister Christian Lindner.

That alarm re-emerged at the
July decision of the ECB, accord-
ing to minutes of that meeting re-
leased on Thursday. “The concern
was also raised that the economy
might be entering a phase of stag-
flation, in contrast to a more be-
nign scenario,” according to the
account.

Such worries are overshadow-
ing financial markets, after a slew
of reports indicating weakening
growth in the UK and the euro
zone — such as declining pur-
chasing manager indexes — and
faster-than-expected inflation in
continental Europe’s two biggest
economies, Germany and France.

Real estate sector recovering from pandemic-BoT report

By Guardian Reporter

The real estate sector con-
tinued to recover from the
pandemic-induced challeng-
es, the financial stability re-
port 2022 published this week
by Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has
shown.

According to the report,
commercial property occu-
pancy rate increased, reflect-
ing the recovery of businesses
from the pandemic.

Most of the selected com-
mercial properties had an oc-
cupancy rate of more than 50
percent, indicating stability in
the real estate market.

Some commercial property
occupancy remained below
50 percent as the sector is yet
to recover fully from the pan-
demic, but also due to reloca-
tion of Government offices to
Dodoma.

The residential rental and
sale prices picked up in prime
and subprime locations.

The annual rental prices
for prime and sub-prime loca-
tions in Dar es Salaam contin-

ued to recover, reflecting the
recovery of businesses, a pick-
up in investment, as well as an
increase in tenants’ incomes.

Similarly, the sale prices of
residential properties slightly
increased in 2022, following
the improvement in busi-
ness conditions, investment,
employment and household
income.

“The projected rebound
in economic activities is ex-
pected to continue to boost
the recovery of the property
market,” it says.

The report further says the
stability in the real estate mar-
ket is likely to minimize risks
to financial stability given
the significant links between
property and credit markets.

Generally, the report shows
the financial sector perfor-
mance remained robust, as at-
tested by the growth of assets.

The financial sector assets
grew by 17.2 percent in 2022
compared to 13.7 percent in
2021, dominated by banks
with 704 percent and pen-
sion funds with 25.6 percent.

The financial sector’s total
assets as a percentage of GDP
increased to 40.7 percent in
2022 from 34.7 percent in
2021.

The growth was partly at-
tributed to increased lending
to private sector, improve-

ment in business conditions,
and pick up of domestic
growth trajectory.

The financial sector re-
mained resilient to shocks
amid challenges experienced
from the war in Ukraine and
global inflationary pressures.

In 2022, the resilience of
the sector was reinforced by
measures undertaken by the
Government and the BoT to
limit the effects of the war in
Ukraine and global inflation-
ary pressures, such as accom-
modative monetary policy,

fiscal measures as well as su-
pervisory and regulatory in-
terventions to ensure sustain-
ability and the stability of the
sector.

The resilience was also ob-
served in non-bank financial
institutions, which comprises

social security, insurance and cap-
ital market, while financial system
infrastructure continues to main-
tain efficiency through smooth
operations for ensuring safety
and reliability in payments hence
enhancing financial stability and
growth in the country.

The assessment indicates that
the Tanzanian financial system re-
mained strong, well placed to sup-
port the economy, and the outlook
remains positive.

It is worth noting that Tanzania
is not immune from the deteriorat-
ing global and regional economic
and financial stability following
the war in Ukraine, tight global
financial conditions, climate-relat-
ed constraints, and resurgence of
COVID-19.

The resilience of the domestic
financial system was supported
by strong capital and liquidity
positions of banks and non-banks
financial institutions, recovery of
economic activities from the pan-
demic, improvement in business
conditions following policy, super-
visory and regulatory measures
taken by governments and finan-
cial regulators.
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Universalising energy access through solar

KIGALI

ccess to reliable and

affordable energy, es-

pecially in developing

egions, is a formidable
challenge that is exacerbated by the
need for environmentally friendly
solutions.

As of 2021 estimates, approximate-
ly 675 million people, constituting
9per cent of the global population,
lacked access to electricity.

If the current trajectory contin-
ues, an alarming projection suggests
that about 660 million people could
remain without electricity by 2030.
Additionally, access to clean cooking
facilities remains limited, with only
7lper cent of the global population
having this essential service in 2021.
Given current trends, over 1.9 billion
people might lack clean cooking ac-
cess by 2030. The energy access
challenge is especially acute in Sub-
Saharan Africa and rural areas of
developing countries, necessitating
heightened efforts to achieve univer-
sal energy access.

To overcome these challenges, a
shift in electrification strategies is
required. While conventional ap-
proaches have focused on central
power grid extensions, these can be
slow and costly. Solar energy, com-
bined with battery storage, emerges
as a practical and cost-effective al-
ternative. This approach can be tai-
lored to diverse contexts, addressing

energy access challenges effectively.

A variety of strategies can be em-
ployed to tackle energy access gaps.
Grid extensions prove effective for
densely populated areas within
proximity of existing power grids.
For more remote settlements, mini-
grids powered by solar energy offer
a viable solution, requiring a mix of
grants, government support, and
private investments. Stand-alone
renewable energy solutions suit
sparsely populated, remote regions
where traditional grid extensions are
impractical.

However, while the technology ex-
ists, challenges remain. Solar-based
mini-grids hold substantial poten-
tial for energy access in rural areas,
but their sustainable deployment
requires viable business models
supported by private-sector financ-
ing. Policy and regulations play a
pivotal role, and intergovernmental
organizations can aid in creating an
enabling environment. Investments
are essential, with the ISA project-
ing a need for around $192 billion
to achieve universal energy access,
where solar-based mini-grids ac-
count for a significant portion.

The private sector has emerged as
a driving force in addressing energy
poverty, with private mini-grids pro-
liferating across Asia, Africa, Latin
America, and Small Island Devel-
oping States. Lessons from govern-
ment-supported mini-grids under-
score adaptability to local needs and

the importance of supporting local
businesses. The International Solar
Alliance and The World Bank em-
phasize the cost-effectiveness and
sustainability of privately-owned
solar mini-grids in bringing electric-
ity to previously underserved popu-
lations. These mini-grids not only
provide clean and reliable power
but also enable services like mobile
telephony, agro-processing, and
e-mobility, acting as rural develop-
ment catalysts.

Solar mini-grids are also proving
to be resilient solutions in the face of
climate shocks, crucial for climate-
vulnerable regions like rural Africa
and Asia. They complement cen-
tralized grid infrastructure in cases
where it reaches communities. For
instance, Cambodia’s experience
demonstrates how isolated mini-

grids were eventually integrated into
the national grid, benefiting over a
million consumers.

Solar energy’s cost-effectiveness
and environmental benefits make it
a crucial component of a diverse en-
ergy mix. Well-run solar mini-grids,
paired with battery storage, offer re-
liable grid-level electricity, surpass-
ing other electrification methods
in reliability and cost-effectiveness.
The success of India’s clean energy
initiative showcases the potential of
collaboration between public and
private sectors to drive innovation
and emissions reduction. Private mi-
ni-grids represent a mature, deploy-
able solution that needs increased
support to address energy access
and climate action needs urgently.

ISA’s analysis indicates that around
59per cent (396 million people) of

the unelectrified population would
be best suited for electrification
through solar-based mini-grids. Ap-
proximately 30per cent (203 million
people) could be connected through
grid extensions, while the remaining
11per cent (77 million people) would
benefit from DRE solutions. Achiev-
ing this level of electrification will
require a total investment of around
$192 billion, spread across solar-
based mini-grids: $97 billion for ap-
proximately 25,738 MW capacity;
solar-based DRE solutions: $18 bil-
lion for about 1,224 MW of capacity;
and grid extensions: $78 billion for
the necessary infrastructure.

Consequently, access to affordable
finance is necessary. Most energy ac-
cess-deficit populations reside in un-
derdeveloped regions, where afford-
ability remains a significant barrier.
High financial risks in these areas in-
crease project costs for developers,
further widening the gap between
consumer affordability and supplier
viability. Risk mitigation measures
including concessional financing
and payment guarantees can attract
private sector investments to energy
access projects, enhancing scalabil-
ity and sustainability.

Financial support of around $48.5
billion, which accounts for 50per
cent of project costs as viability gap
funding, will be necessary to achieve
the required deployment of mini-
grids. Increased investments, ecosys-
tem development initiatives, focused

interventions, optimal resource utili-
sation, and solar PV-based cooking
solutions integration with electrifica-
tion initiatives can accelerate global
development and pave the way for
universal energy access by 2030.

Training and capacity building
are the other cornerstones. Key
stakeholders in energy access-deficit
countries often need more techni-
cal and financial expertise to drive
electrification initiatives.  Efforts
such as skill development activities,
access to global best practices, and
programmes supporting sectoral
entrepreneurs are essential to ad-
dress this gap. Training and capacity
building, entrepreneurial support,
and awareness creation can drive
long-term progress in energy access
deficit countries.

The International Solar Alliance
(ISA) has responded to this global
issue by devising a comprehensive
roadmap centred around solar en-
ergy. This initiative, aimed at realiz-
ing Sustainable Development Goal 7
of universal energy access by 2030,
seeks to leverage the multifaceted
benefits of solar power, including
technical viability, financial feasi-
bility, climate benefits, and social
impact, along with battery storage
capabilities. With concerted efforts
and strategic partnerships, we can
unlock the potential of solar energy
and achieve the ambitious goal of
universal energy access by 2030.

StanChart sets Sh145,000 capital
limit for the offshore investments

NAIROBI

Standard Chartered Bank Kenya
has started offering its offshore unit
trust fund investments to its Kenyan
customers, opening a window for
retail investors to access US, Euro-
pean and Asian equities, and bonds
markets.

The funds, known as the Signa-
ture CIO Funds, are offered in part-
nership with French asset manager
Amundi Asset Management and will
require a minimum investment of
$1,000 (Shi145,400).

The CIO fund relies on the invest-
ment strategies and advisories de-
veloped by the StanChart chief in-
vestment officer based in Singapore,
while Amundi takes the role of man-
aging the funds.

StanChart Kenya and East Africa
head of affluent banking and wealth
management Paul Njoki said the
funds are targeting investors who
are eyeing diversification into off-
shore markets, but lack the knowl-
edge that affluent and sophisticated
investors possess on these markets.

“The fund is available to all clients
via the mobile app, with a minimum
ticket of $1,000, but you can also do
a monthly plan of $100 that allows
you to get into the fund,” he said.

“The asset allocation is quite

StanChart Kenya and East Africa head of affluent banking and wealth

management, Paul Njoki

broad. We invest mainly in the
government bonds and S&P500
in the US market, in European
stocks, and in Asia, we are in Chi-
na, India and have also recently
bought in Japan. This is the work
Amundi does for us.”

Similar to local unit trusts, the
CIO Funds have four different
units based on targeting differ-
ent profiles of investors based

on risk appetite and reason for
investing,.

The income fund, StanChart
said, targets those seeking a reg-
ular income from their invest-
ment, from a diversified portfo-
lio that has about 50 percent of
assets in fixed income, and the
remainder spread between eq-
uities, exchange-traded funds,
cash and Reits.

StanChart also runs a growth fund,
which chases aggressive capital growth
by going heavy on equities, and also
eyes commodities and alternative asset
classes.

The conservative fund on the other
hand is highly exposed to fixed-income
assets, while the balanced fund carries
fairly similar allocation into equities
and fixed income, with a slight tilt to
equities.

Amundi has assets under manage-
ment of $2 trillion, making it the 10th
largest asset manager globally. The firm
was formed out of an amalgamation of
the asset management units of French
lenders Crédit Agricole and Société Gé-
nérale in 2010.

Standard Chartered Bank Kenya’s
net profit for the year ended December
2022 grew by 38 percent to Shi2.44 bil-
lion, driven by higher interest income
and revenue from foreign exchange
trading.

The tier one lender said in March that
it will be paying its shareholders a final
dividend of Sh16 per share following the
improved financial performance—tak-
ing its total dividend payout for the year
to Sh22 per share (2021: Sh19) when the
Sh6 per unit interim dividend paid out
in December is factored in.

Stanchart’s top line revenue rose by
16 percent to Sh34 billion, while operat-
ing expenses rose by a smaller margin

of eight percent, to Sh15.6 billion.

Consumer, private and business
banking was the biggest contribu-
tor to the lender’s revenue at Shi5.6
billion, helped by higher transaction
volumes and growth in wealth man-
agement business.

The corporate, commercial and
institutional banking unit contribut-
ed Shi3.6 billion to top line revenue,
helped in part by reduced loan im-
pairment costs.

“Our wealth management, trans-
action banking and financial mar-
kets products performed strongly...
our costs were up by eight percent
in comparison to the double-digit
growth in income of 16 percent, ena-
bling us to deliver a strong income-
to-cost jaws of eight percent,” said
Standard Chartered Kenya chief ex-
ecutive Kariuki Ngari.

The lender’s net interest and non-
funded income grew at similar mar-
gins.

Net interest income was up 18.3
percent to Sh22.2 billion, with earn-
ings from lending to government
going up by 12.6 percent to Shi0.3
billion, while interest earned from
customer loans rising by eight per-
cent to Sh12.7 billion.

Its loan book stood at Sh1394 bil-
lion at the end of the year, up from
Shi26 billion in 2021, while its stock
of government securities rose by
Sh10.1 billion to Sh105.7 billion in the
period.

Fees and commissions from forex
trading were the main drivers of the
19.6 percent growth in non-funded
income to Shi1.3 billion.

Extortion: Truckers pay N4Om daily at Lagos ports corridor

LAGOS

Operators of trucks logistics within the La-
gos seaports have indicated that they spend
about N40 million everyday on bribery and
illegal taxes within the corridor.

Disclosing this to Vanguard, an official of
the Council for Maritime Transport Unions
and Associations (COMTUA) who declined to
be named said the syndicates collecting the
monies represent both state and non-state
actors.

He said the total average spending per
truck per day amounts to about N38,500
while their members move over 1000 trucks
through the ports every day.

Giving a breakdown of the monies extorted
from them he said that a fee of N3,000 is paid
at the Tin-Can First Gate roundabout while
N2,000 known as waybill fee is collected by
people alleged to be working for the Apapa
Local Government Area, a claim the Council
has denied.

He also said that another N5,000 is collect-
ed by some operatives of the Nigeria Customs
Service inside the port while another N1,000
is given to other set of Customs personnel at
the Customs exit gate.

He also alleged that the Police at the Port
have two collection points where the sum of
N2,000 and N1,000 are paid by drivers.

Other payments, according to him, in-
cludes N500 known as warehouse fee, and
a N2,000 fee collected as Cutting of Seal fee,
while another N4,000 is allegedly paid to
some operatives of the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency, NDLEA.

Other payments allegedly made by truck
drivers are N4,000 collected by another set
of unnamed local council, while N1,000 is

paid for ‘small paper’ collected by agents of
unnamed Lagos political bigwig.

There is also a confirmation and gate pass
of N3,000 and N2,000 respectively, and a se-
curity fee of N1,000 that are paid in the port.

Drivers are also made to part with another
N2,000 as scaling fee, N1,000 as security fee
and N4,000 as dropping of container fee,

Some of the truck owners who spoke to
Vanguard said they have done everything
possible to bring this anomaly to the atten-
tion of government and nothing has been

done to stop it.

Speaking on the development, Mr. Richard
Odoka, a truck owner, said that trucks carry-
ing export cargoes are the most affected in
the extortion spree.

According Udoka, about 1,000 trucks of
various categories enter the Tin-Can Island
Port, the Port and Cargo Terminal ‘C’, Joseph
Dam Terminal and Five Logistics Terminal.

Similarly, Mr. Yinka Aroyewun, President of
the COMTUA said that the level of extortion is
alarming and condemnable.

According to him, “There are 20 extortion
points between Tin-Can first gate and the
point at which you off-load your empty con-
tainers or drop your export cargoes. From
N1.00O to N2,000 to N3,000 to N5,000 are
collected by agencies of government.”

However, reacting to the allegation, Chief
of Staff to the Executive Chairman of Apapa
Local Government Area, Mr. Dele Afose, said
the Council did not send anybody to collect
money on its behalf.

Afose said: “I am not aware of this develop-
ment. In fact, I am shocked that people are
collecting money on behalf of the Local Gov-
ernment. The Local Government did not post
anybody anywhere”.

Smart food cart
programme
expands

to twelve
South African
townships

CAPETOWN

The smart food cart programme,
which promotes entrepreneurship, has
been expanded to 12 more South Affi-
can townships.

The Empire Partner Foundation
(EPF), Township Distribution Model
(TDM), and the Chemical Industries Ed-
ucation & Training Authority (CHIETA)
are supporting the initiative, which aims
to empower township small businesses
through technology-driven initiatives.

The project provides 7-inch tablets, a
food cart with a GPS monitoring and re-
porting device, and an e-commerce app
with three connected platforms (con-
sumer ordering app, merchant app, and
drivers’ app) to aid in seamless last-mile
delivery.

The food cart has digital payment de-
vices that enable it to collect credit card
payments and sell value-added services.

Furthermore, the plan will provide
beneficiaries with start-up materials and
working capital.

The parties agreed this week to ex-
pand the project to Brits, Soshanguve,
Centurion, Midrand, Cosmo City, Tem-
bisa, Boksburg, Brakpan, Soweto, Katle-
hong, and the Vaal.

50 South Africans, 30 female and 12
males from these townships were on-
boarded for the programme.

“This effort exemplifies the trans-
formative potential that may be realised
when organisations work together to
achieve a common goal of community
upliftment, the trio said in a statement.

It added: “This collaboration not only
accelerates individuals’ economic goals,
but also gives an effective reaction to
the hopelessness that is frequently felt
within township communities.

“This effort rekindles optimism and
fosters the quest of economic independ-
ence by providing young entrepreneurs
with vital resources, mentorship, and
skills.

“In the face of misfortune, EPF, TDM,
and CHIETA are united in sustaining
livelihoods, replacing despair with the
promise of a brighter future.”
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Corporates increasingly go for affordable transportation solution

By Guardian

Correspondent
he days for
maintaining

a costly fleet

of vehicles for
transporting employees of
various organizations dur-
ing their day-to-day assign-
ments could soon end as
corporate entities are now
outsourcing such services
with a view to reducing
travel expenses and im-
proving efficiency.

It should be noted that
high prices of fuel as well
as high maintenance costs
of vehicles by individual
entities have prompted
many organizations to
seek affordable means of
transport for their employ-
ees and partners.

And, given the advance-
ment of technology which
has made transportation
much easier, many institu-
tions are now opting for
ride hailing services which
are tailor-made to meet
their demands.

Jubilee Insurance’s Cus-
tomer Support Executive,
Ms Scholastica Shamir,
said her company has
achieved a notable reduc-
tion in transportation ex-
penses by utilizing ride

associated with using com-
pany-owned vehicles

Ride hailing is a solu-
tion-based service that
allows management of
travel-related  processes
and logistics for an organi-
zation. It comes to support
businesses by providing a
platform that offers fast,
convenient and affordable
transport solutions.

“Through the service,
we use bodaboda (mo-
torcycles), rickshaws and
taxis, and we have suc-
cessfully implemented the
tracking and monitoring
of employee travel expens-
es. As per our company
policy, employees are
restricted from utilizing
the service on weekends
and public holidays,” Ms
Shamir stated.

Adding; “Before us-
ing Bolt Business service
every department at Ju-
bilee Insurance had its
own vehicles but upon
evaluation, it became evi-
dent that opting for the
Bolt Business service was
more cost-effective than
continuing to use our own
vehicles.”

The executive is equally
impressed that Bolt Busi-
ness is available every-
where and as such signifi-

The service was
launched to provide a sim-
ple and centralized portal
for companies of any size
to manage and pay for cor-
porate travel.

Since its launch, the
platform has facilitated
hundreds of thousands
of trips for corporate of-
fices, as well as small and

Bolt Business offers the
ability to control, manage
and pay for all business-
related work trips, all from
a single account.

From SMEs to multina-
tional organizations, Bolt
Business’s innovative and
distinct services improve
mobility for businesses
and customers alike with

Employees who have
access to Bolt Business
can easily request rides
through the App and even-
tually eliminate the stress
and hassles associated
with work-related travel.

This allows them to
remain focused on their
work and even work when
on the go. For those run-

fic congestion and arrive at
their destination on time.

What is more, the ser-
vice provides hassle-free
travel arrangements for
clients, guests, partners
and vendors.

With the Ride Booker,
companies can easily
make travel arrangements
for their clients, guests and
vendors. They can choose
the vehicle type that fits
their budget and the pas-
senger will receive a short
message service (SMS)
with journey details.

The ride hailing has
helped companies to re-
duce travel costs by up to
25 per cent, even for larger
teams of passengers. Addi-
tionally, by providing em-
ployees with safe, reliable,
and efficient travel, it has
proven to boost retention
of employees.

On the other hand, em-
ployers can easily track
trips of their employees
and manage payments
through the Bolt Business
dashboard. This elimi-
nates the hassle of filling
out travel expense reports
and allows companies to
manage all business travel
in one convenient portal.

Commenting on their
experience with Bolt Busi-
ness, Hyatt Regency (The

Mbaga, said the platform
has enabled the hotel to
improve its operations.

Hyatt Regency (The Kili-
manjaro) Hotel is among
the top five-star hotels lo-
cated in the central busi-
ness district which hosts
high-end customers from
all over the world includ-
ing foreign leaders and
their delegations.

“Our business slowed
down during the Covid-19
pandemic but Bolt Busi-
ness was always available
to provide transport for
some of our employees
and guests,” Mr Mbaga
told this publication dur-
ing an exclusive interview.

Adding; “The costs of
traveling using Bolt Busi-
ness service have reduced
drastically compared to
when we were using our
own vehicles or other
hired means of transport
for our employees.”

According to Mbaga, the
service also enables man-
agement of the hotel to
track and monitor move-
ments of their employees.

“We have created a
WhatsApp group in which
our staff can make re-
quests for travel and as
such we can easily track
and monitor their move-
ments with a view of re-

For his part, Strategies

Insurance’s  Administra-
tion Executive, Mr Kelvin
Gabone, commended

Bolt Business for making
it easier for employees to
be flexible in carrying out
their activities.

“As a company we are
no longer buying vehicles
to transport our own em-
ployees from one point to
another since we can rely
on Bolt Business service
for our travel needs,” he
observed.

Adding; “For the past
three years, Strategies In-
surance has been utilizing
the Bolt Business service
with impressive results.
As youre aware, both fuel
prices and the expenses
related to maintaining our
own vehicles have risen
during this period.”

The executive expressed
satisfaction that since his
company started using
Bolt Business Service it
has recorded remarkable
achievements in its opera-
tions.

Gabone recommends
fellow businesses to op-
timize the benefits of the
Bolt Business service, ef-
fectively lowering trans-
portation expenses while
embracing a secure, de-
pendable, and convenient

hailing, in contrast to the cantly enhances employee medium-sized businesses a bonus of reduction in ning late, they can request  Kilimanjaro) Hotel's Trans-  ducing transportation  mode of travel.
higher operational costs mobility. (SMEs) across Tanzania. travel costs. amotorbike to escape traf- port Manager, Mr Said costs,” he observed.
NEW YORK drilling.
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On the outskirts of El step in the lithium indus-
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company backed by Koch in an interview. “If we’re
Industries is looking to going to have a supply
dramatically speed up ex- chain that can meet the
traction of a battery met- demands of the lithium
al essential to weaning industry, DLE will be one
the world off fossil fuels, of the tools.”
while proving naysayers All along the world’s
wrong in the process. EV supply chain, this new
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Crumbling concrete: UK
schools ordered to shut

LONDON

MORE than 150 British schools have
been told to close some buildings after
they were deemed unsafe, drawing an-
ger from parents and teachers on the
eve of a new term and posing a fresh

headache for the government.

Britain’s Department for Education
said 156 schools had been affected by
the presence of Reinforced Autoclaved
Aerated Concrete (RAAC) in their build-
ings which authorities have now decid-

ed is at risk of collapse.

Britain’s education system, still re-
covering from the home-learning im-
pact of the pandemic, has been hit by
six months of teachers strikes in 2023,
on top of the challenge posed by what

schools say is a lack of funding in an in-

flationary environment.

healthcare and transport.

if temporary closure.

Education minister Gillian Keegan
said the majority of schools affected
would remain open for face-to-face
learning for all pupils because the
problematic concrete was only found
in a small part of the school buildings.

But some schools will face complete

“In some cases, it will be the whole
school,” schools minister Nick Gibb

The impression that vital national
infrastructure is crumbling adds to
the challenge faced by Prime Minister
Rishi Sunak as he heads for a national
election expected next year, follow-
ing industrial action across education,

told Sky News yesterday.

Gibb also said that it could
be safe for pupils to work in
a classroom with the ceiling
propped up by steel girders.

The news that schools will
be affected comes just days
before most children are due
to return to education for the
new year after a six-week sum-

last minute.

have

months hiding this

mer holiday, raising questions
over why the government had
announced the move at the

“The DfE and government
squandered valuable
crisis
when they should have been
fixing dangerous school build-
ings,” said Mike Short, head of

Pupils from Hill House School in London, play on the grass in front of the now Saatchi Gallery, where
Britain’s King Charles Ill played sport as a pupil, April 20, 2023. File photo

education at trade union
UNISON.

Keegan said safety was
the government’s top pri-
ority.

“This decision has been
made with an abundance
of caution,” she said in a
statement.

Agencies

Kenya’s defence delegation visits Goa Shipyard

PANAJI

A high-level Kenyan delegation
led by their Cabinet Secretary for
Defence Aden Bare Duale, who
is in India for three days, visited
the Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL)
on Thursday.

Chief Managing Director, GSL,
Brajesh Upadhyay apprised
Duale of the ship design, ship-
building and ship repair capabili-
ties of GSL.

Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for
Defence (CSD) took a keen inter-
est in the modernised infrastruc-
ture capability of the shipyard as
well as the diversified product
range of GSL, which will find ap-
plication in the maritime sector
of Kenya.

Kenya’s CSD also expressed his
desire for closer collaboration
between Goa Shipyard Limited
and Kenya Shipyards Limited,
both Government-owned Ship-
yards in their respective coun-

tries, in the Indian Ocean Region.

Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary
Duale arrived in New Delhi on
August 28 on a three-day visit to
India.

He held talks with his Indian
counterpart, Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh, at a bilateral
meeting on August 29.

Defence Minister Singh said
collaboration between India and
Kenya in sectors like trade, econ-
omy, education, health and peo-
ple-to-people contact has grown
from strength to strength.

“Our collaborations in trade,
economy, education, health and
people-to-people contacts have
grown from strength to strength.
I am happy to note that both our
countries worked closely in the
UN Security Council in 2021-22
as non-permanent members. We
thank Kenya for their support to
the Indian candidature for their
2028-29 term also,” Singh said.

He said India has prioritized

engagement with African na-
tions. “Our Prime Minister has
written to all G20 member coun-
tries to include the African Union
in G20 membership in the up-
coming Leaders’ Summit under
India’s presidency....”

Singh said India has also ex-
tended its support for Kenya’s

secretary-generalship of IMO (In-
ternational Maritime Organisa-
tion) in July 2023.

Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary
also congratulated India for the
soft landing of Chandrayaan-3
near the lunar south pole. “I am
happy that India has become the
fourth country globally to join

the nations that have achieved
that milestone. Congratulations!”
Duale said.

This is the maiden visit of Cabi-
net Secretary Duale to India and
the highest-level stand-alone po-
litical visit from Kenya since the
new government assumed office
in September 2022.

“The visit is indicative of the
importance India attaches to
its relations with African na-
tions and the growing coopera-
tion between India and Kenya,
in particular. It is expected to
open new avenues for further
strengthening defence coopera-
tion between the two countries,”
a statement released by the Min-
istry of Defence read.

India and Kenya are mari-
time neighbours with robust
and multi-faceted partnerships,
marked by regular high-level vis-
its, increasing trade and invest-
ment and extensive people-to-
people contacts. ANI

Donald Trump’s election fraud trial in Georgia will be livestreamed

NEWYORK

DONALD Trump’s trial in Georgia over
charges of election fraud will be livestreamed

and televised, a judge has ruled.

All the hearings will be available live on
Fulton County Court’s YouTube channel, said

Judge Scott McAfee.

A date for the trial has not yet been set, but
it could be next year when Trump is running

for re-election.

Trump (pictured) and 18 people are
charged with a conspiracy to overturn the
state’s 2020 presidential election results.

The former Republican president, who fac-
es three other criminal trials, has pleaded not
guilty to the 13 charges he faces in Georgia.

All proceedings in Fulton County’s courts

are usually livestreamed.

However, it will be the only one of Trump’s
four trials that will be broadcast, and could

be one of the most watched trials in recent

years.

Trump briefly travelled to Atlanta last week
to turn himself in at Fulton County Jail and

right to appear in court next Wednesday at

his arraignment, a short hearing at which the  Joe Biden.

plea is officially entered in court.
Prosecutors allege that he pressured Geor-

tion in the state, which he lost to Democrat

Central to the prosecution’s case is a phone
call he made to the state’s secretary of state to

“Ijust want to find 11,780 votes,” he is heard
saying on a recording of the call.

Trump has said the call was “perfect” and
his lawyers listening on the call did not raise
any concerns.

The former New York real estate tycoon is
the current frontrunner for the 2024 Repub-
lican presidential nomination and his mount-
ing legal problems have done nothing to dent
his popularity among his supporters.

He has said the case in Georgia and the
other three criminal cases he faces are politi-
cally driven.

Several of his co-defendants in Georgia,
including his former lawyer Rudy Giuliani,
have said they will waive their right to appear
in court next week.

Clark Cunningham, a law professor at
Georgia State University, said that decision is
“usually non-controversial”.

“Trump fully knows the charges against

him,” he said. “That’s the main purpose of the

arraignment, to read the charges to the ac-

cused, and [to enter] the person’s plea. So he
doesn’t need to be there, he knows what they

Former Thai PM’s prison
sentence reduced to a year

BEIJING

THAILAND’S King has
reduced the -eight-year
prison sentence of for-
mer prime minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra to a year.

Thaksin (pictured),
who returned home last
month after 15 years of
self-imposed exile, was
immediately sent to jail.

He was then moved to the luxury wing of a state hospi-
tal after complaining of heart problems.

Thaksin had previously said the outstanding sentences,
over charges of corruption and abuse of power, were po-
litically motivated.

Deposed by a military coup in 2006, Thaksin, one of
Thailand’s most influential and polarising personalities,
left the country two years later to avoid a prison sentence.

His return on 22 August was assumed to be part of a
wider political deal. And it was one that was meant to
bring his popular Pheu Thai party together with its one-
time adversaries in a compromise government.

And it did that. Hours after he arrived, a new coalition
government, led by Pheu Thai, voted its candidate Srettha
Thavisin as the new PM. The coalition includes Thaksin’s
former military rivals who deposed his party in 2014 in a
coup.

Thaksin clearly hoped for leniency as a part of that deal,
and King Vajiralongkorn has responded quickly to his re-
quest for a pardon, reducing his eight-year sentence to
just one. Thaksin is likely to stay in hospital.

In response to his request for a royal pardon, the royal
gazette yesterday noted his age and “illness”. It added that
Thaksin “has done good for the country and people and is
loyal to the monarchy”.

However, Thaksin must have hoped his sentence would
be overturned, and not just reduced.

His continued incarceration will limit his ability to influ-
ence his party, as it struggles to manage an unwieldy coali-
tion in which it holds only around half the parliamentary
seats. It also faces energetic opposition from the youthful
Move Forward party, which eclipsed Pheu Thai to come
first in the last general election.

But Move Forward was unable to form the government,
even after agreeing to a coalition with Pheu Thai. Togeth-
er, the two parties were unable to gain the assent of the
250-member unelected senate, which is allowed to join
the 500 elected MPs in voting for the Thai PM.

By coming back and accepting his sentence Thaksin has
now settled the bitter rivalry with conservative royalists
that has hung over Thailand for the last 20 years. But at
the cost of being a much-diminished political figure.

Niger’s junta instructs police
to expel French ambassador

NIAMEY

NIGER'’S police has been instructed to proceed the expul-
sion of French Ambassador to Niger Sylvain Itte, after the
expiration of the 48-hour ultimatum granted to him, said an
official statement broadcast on national radio on Thursday.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Niger’s
junta has informed the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the decision, according to the statement.

“The diplomatic cards and visas of the former ambassa-
dor of his country to Niger and his family are invalidated,”
the statement said.

As a result, at the end of the 48-hour given to the French
diplomat to leave Niger, which expired on Aug 28th, the in-
dividual no longer enjoys the privileges and immunities at-
tached to his status as a member of the diplomatic personnel
of the embassy, the statement said.

Last Friday, Niger’s junta ordered the French ambassador
to leave the country within 48 hours, following several ac-
tions contrary to Niger’s national interests, according to a
statement issued by Niger’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation.

The French Ministry of Foreign Affairs said later that they
would not accept the request of Niger’s junta, saying that “the
military government does not have the authority to order
France to withdraw its envoys.”

UN agencies, NGOs banned

UN agencies and non-governmental organizations have
been barred from working in military “operation zones,” Ni-
ger’s Interior Ministry said on Thursday. This is “due to the
current security situation and the ongoing operational en-
gagement of the Nigerien Armed Forces,” the ministry said in
a statement. Niger has been, in some of its border areas, suf-
fering atrocities of terrorist organizations including armed
groups and criminals who have controlled the southern re-
gion of Libya since the overthrow of the Muammar Gaddafi

have his mugshot taken. He has waived the

gia officials to reverse the results of the elec-

“recalculate” the vote tally.

are.”

Agencies regime in 2011.

Xinhua

Beijing sees new achievements in building international sci-tech innovation hub

BENCHMARKING leading global sci-
tech innovation hubs like New York,
Paris, London, Tokyo and Singapore,
Beijing stands out in the number of
highly cited papers, Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT) patents, top 200 research
institutes, and major scientific facilities,
with many indexes reaching world-
leading levels.

Today, Beijing ranks first nationwide
in more than 10 indicators, including
the number of invention patents per
10,000 people, PCT annual growth, the
share of basic research funding in R&D
and the share in national tech contract
turnover.

Arecent report noted that Beijing has
made remarkable progress in building

an international sci-tech innovation
center, and its global influence has ini-
tially taken shape.

A 50 MeV proton cyclotron in Bei-
jing’s Huairou Science City has com-
pleted trial runs and been officially put
into service. It is a key component of a
space science R&D, testing and support
platform for satellite series and pay-
load, one of the first interdisciplinary
research platforms in the Huairou Sci-
ence City.

Beijing is accelerating the building
of its Huairou district into a national
comprehensive science center. So far,
29 major scientific facilities, critical sci-
tech infrastructures, and interdisciplin-
ary research platforms have entered the

construction and operation stages.

The Chinese capital has established
eight world-class new-type R&D insti-
tutes in quantum, blockchain, Al and
other fields. Leveraging universities and
research institutes in Beijing, the city
has also built seven national technology
innovation centers, three national man-
ufacturing innovation centers, and 78
national engineering research centers.

Zhang Jihong, head of the Beijing Mu-
nicipal Science & Technology Commis-
sion and Administrative Commission
of Zhongguancun Science Park, told
People’s Daily that the three national
labs, located in China’s “Silicon Valley”
Zhongguancun, Changping district and
Huairou district, have achieved high-

quality and normalized operation.

The number of national key labs in
Beijing has achieved 80, the highest na-
tionwide, Zhang added.

“Investment in basic research will lay
a better foundation for future scientific
innovation,” said Wu Hequan, academi-
cian with the Chinese Academy of Engi-
neering.

“Beijing has become a major force in
the global innovation network, provid-
ing strong support for China to become
an innovative nation,” he added.

Statistics show that Beijings R&D
spending exceeded 6.5 percent of the
city’s GDP in 2022, which is 2.7 times
the national average. Basic research ac-
counted for around 16 percent of the

spending.

Besides, with 218 invention patents
per 10,000 people in 2022, Beijing led
all Chinese cities in patent intensity.

In recent years, Beijing has made tre-
mendous efforts to build a three-tier in-
ternational sci-tech innovation system
led by national laboratories to enhance
the capability for original innovation
and source supply.

New R&D institutes have pioneered a
management mechanism with five new
measures to spur sci-tech innovation.
Reforms of high-end talent cultivation,
recruitment, and evaluation systems
have continuously improved the incen-
tive mechanism and the ensured order-
ly flow of talent.

New growth engines continue to
emerge in Beijing, and the city’s sci-tech
innovation capabilities are steadily ris-
ing.

At present, Beijing boasts nearly 100
universities and over 1,000 research in-
stitutes. It holds the third place globally
in the number of unicorn companies,
and has topped the Nature Index for
scientific research for six consecutive
times.

This fertile ground of sci-tech inno-
vation has cultivated world-class origi-
nal breakthroughs in areas such as the
quantum anomalous Hall effect, Majo-
rana anyon, and tumor immunothera-
pies.

People’s Daily
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(China, Africa to advance great endeavours of
win-win cooperation, harmonious coexistence,
shared prosperity of civilisations

CHINESE President Xi Jinping and his South African
counterpart Cyril Ramaphosa recently co-chaired the
China-Africa Leaders’ Dialogue in Johannesburg. Togeth-
er with other African leaders, they drew a new blueprint
for China-Africa solidarity and cooperation.

The meeting adopted and issued the Joint Statement
of the China-Africa Leaders’ Dialogue, which reflected
the extensive consensus between China and Africa on
strengthening and reforming global governance, pro-
moting Africa’s socioeconomic development, safeguard-
ing peace and security, and advancing the institution
building of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FO-
CAC).

The document charted the course for the future devel-
opment of China-Africa relations in the new era, inject-
ing new impetus into the China-Africa friendship.

China and Affica, through their creative explorations
for modernization, are giving answers to the questions of
the times, and making joint efforts to advance the great
endeavors of win-win cooperation, harmonious coexis-
tence and shared prosperity of civilizations, said Xi in a
keynote speech at the China-Africa Leaders’ Dialogue.

He stressed that the two sides must work together to
promote a just and equitable international order, safe-
guard a peaceful and secure global environment, build
an open and inclusive world economy, and create a
sound environment for realizing their respective devel-
opment visions.

Xi profoundly expounded on the significance of China
and Africa joining hands to advance modernization and
proposed concrete measures to strengthen pragmatic
cooperation in the next phase, to support African inte-
gration, and to facilitate African modernization. This will
inject new impetus into elevating China-Africa relations
to new heights and the building of a China-Africa com-
munity with a shared future.

There are various paths leading to modernization. The
African people have the most say on which path suits Af-
rica best. Advancing modernization through integration
is the independent choice made by African countries
and people. On this path to modernization, China has
all along been a firm supporter, and walking side by side
with Africa.

Over the years, China has helped Africa build a large
number of connectivity infrastructure projects and car-
ried out extensive cooperation with the African Union
and sub-regional organizations. Batches of cooperative
projects have taken root in Africa, renewing China-Africa
friendship across the vast lands of China and Africa.

Ramaphosa remarked at the China-Africa Leaders’ Di-
alogue that South Africa has benefited immensely from
Africa-China cooperation, and this relationship is one of
mutual accomplishment and win-win cooperation.

At the Dialogue, Xi announced that China will launch
the Initiative on Supporting Africa’s Industrialization,
the Plan for China Supporting Africa’s Agricultural Mod-
ernization, and the Plan for China-Africa Cooperation on
Talent Development.

China plans to train 500 principals and high-caliber
teachers of vocational colleges every year, and 10,000
technical personnel with both Chinese language and
vocational skills for Africa. China will invite 20,000 gov-
ernment officials and technicians of African countries to
participate in workshops and seminars.

Focusing on industrialization, agricultural moderniza-
tion, and personnel training urgently needed for Africa’s
modernization, the three initiatives and plans vividly re-
flect China’s concrete actions to support African devel-
opment.

African leaders said that Chinese investment in and
cooperation with African countries has played an impor-
tant role in boosting Africa’s development, and China is
Africa’s indispensable cooperation partner in its quest
for modernization.

In face of the profound changes unseen in a century,
a strong China-Africa relationship and productive China-
Africa cooperation will provide more fresh impetus to
global development and ensure greater stability of the
world. This is an international responsibility and histori-
cal mission entrusted to the 2.8 billion Chinese and Afri-
can peoples.

Bearing in mind the internal potential and external
challenges of China-Africa cooperation, Xi emphasized
that through Belt and Road cooperation and the FOCAC,
and in light of the Agenda 2063 of the African Union
(AU), China will work with Africa to enhance the synergy
of their development strategies.

He reiterated China’s support for African Union in
joining the G20, which fully mirrored China’s backing
for Africa to elevate its international standing and voice
and China’s concrete action of putting the spirit of China-
Africa friendship into practice.

African leaders appreciated China’s proposals to pro-
mote Global Development Initiative, Global Security
Initiative and Global Civilization Initiative in support of
multilateralism, and believe China and Africa’s develop-
ment will bring more opportunities for world peace and
development.

Deeper African integration coupled with the steady
modernization progress of both China and Africa will
provide new impetus for global economic growth, con-
tribute positive energy to international fairness and jus-
tice, and set new benchmarks for equal, open and coop-
erative partnerships worldwide.

China will work with African countries to further carry
forward the spirit of China-Africa friendship and coop-
eration, deepen solidarity and collaboration across the
board, and build a high-level China-Africa community
with a shared future, so as to make new contributions to
advancing human modernization and prosperity.

People’s Daily

China will work with African
countries to further carry forward
the spirit of China-Africa friendship
and cooperation, deepen solidarity
and collaboration across the board

HISTORIC INDIAS CHANDRAYAAN-3 SUCCESSFUL MISSION TO THE MOON:
Hightime for India-African science and technology partnership

By Avit A. Chami

ON Wednesday, 23rd August, 2023, India’s Chandrayaan-3
mission has made history by landing safely in the moon. The
Indian success becomes historic one since it is the only space
agency in the world which has managed to land near the south
pole of the Moon.

India’s Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft is the first to ever land
near the lunar south-pole, a completely unexplored part of the
Moon. In the control room at India’s space agency ISRO went
wild, with scientists cheering and punching the air as the craft
touched down while Prime Minister Narendra Modi declared
“India is now on the Moon!” and “the sky is not the limit” as the
Indian PM followed the launch by video link from South Africa
where he was recently attending the BRICS summit.

This Indian success follows the 2009 attempt when India
sent a robotic orbiter called Chandrayaan-1 to the moon, which
helped discover that water ice can exist on the lunar surface,
followed by another attempt in 2014, where by India success-
fully put a satellite into orbit around Mars, becoming the fourth
nation to do so. In the 2017 attempt,

India created history by successfully launching 104 satellites
on a single mission, overtaking the previous record of 37 satel-
lites launched by Russia in 2014. The India space journey has
been hardly easy - and yet the Chandrayaan-3 is here taking
India to the new heights of science and technology. With this,
India joins a select group of countries namely the US, Soviet
Union and China that have successfully landed a spacecraft on
the moon, hence Indi becomes the 4th country to land in the
moon.

Over a couple of years ago India’s space programme began,
with underlying dynamics and divisible goals the interplan-
etary or deep space missions were not part of the goals, but
the development of its capabilities has established it as a global
space power. The recent landing to the moon validates India’s
attempt is not duplicating what others have done, but comple-
menting it. India has sent message to the world on their need
to expand

humanity’s understanding of the lunar surface. India’s Chan-
dayaan-3 becomes the first space mission to land near the
south pole of the Moon. Being a unique label for the Indian
science and technology space currently, this attempt stands as
the India’s third lunar mission which comes in days after Rus-
sia’s unmanned Luna-25 spacecraft span out of control and
crashed into the moon recently.

In the spirit of fostering South to South relations, India-Afri-
carelations have been in the good move and highly promising.
Following the ground breaking innovation which makes India
joins an elite club of countries to achieve a soft landing on the
Moon, after the US, the former Soviet Union and China, the In-
dian success in world of science and technology take India to
become one of the top 5 space-faring countries in the world,
with numerous technology space opportunities.

The 26kg rover called Pragyaan (the Sanskrit word for wis-
dom) was carried by the Chandrayaan-3 spacecraft to the
Moon. With the in the Vikram lander’s belly, as the dust raised
by last evening’s landing in moon, the after the spacecraft had
settled, panels on one side of Vikram opened to deploy a ramp
to enable Pragyaan to slide down to the lunar surface. “The
rover is expected to roam around the rocks and craters to gath-
er crucial data and images to be sent back to Earth for analysis”

ISRO reported. Pragyaan is carrying two scientific instru-
ments which will try to find out what minerals are present on
the lunar surface and study the chemical composition of the
soil.

Pragyaan will communicate only with the lander which will
send the information to the orbiter from Chandrayaan-2 which
is still circling the Moon - to pass it on to the Earth for analysis.
This will make India understand the Moon more and getting
the room for advancing her technologies not only in the space
but also to make them useful for advancing livelihood of the
humankind.

Over the ages now, India has become renowned for produc-
ing affordable satellites and launch vehicles. The estimated
value of the worldwide space economy is US$ 440 billion.

Despite having the most advanced space program in the
world, the space sector in India makes up only 2.1% of the glob-
al space economy. The Government of India has started space
sector reforms to encourage, support, regulate, and provide
start-ups and private companies, an opportunity to engage in
space operations to grow their market share globally.

As of May 2021, India had a total of 368 space tech business-
es, placing it fifth in the global arena, making it higher than that
in 2023. The significance of the space industry in the Indian
economy started by enabling services and applications across
several industries, such as media and entertainment, weather
forecasting, disaster management, agriculture, geological and
oceanographic studies, navigation, broadband services, and
remote sensing, demonstrates the importance of the sector.

A period of expansion, innovation and faster investment in
the industry has started with the opening of the space econo-
my to private participation across all phases of the value chain.

This opportunity for private businesses is to move up in the
value chain and propel India on the innovation front in the
space sector and resulting to the recent achievements-taking

India to the moon.

India successful mission of Chandray-
aan-3 which landed near the moon’s south-
pole, which is the first country to do so, the
mission showcases India’s rising standing
as a technology and space powerhouse.
This groundbreaking innovation of our life-
time gives more room for India-Africa for
strategic science and technology partner-
ship. In line with the recent success Indian
story in technology space, India need to
align herself afresh to deliberately partner
with their fellow counterparts from the
global south in growing their level of sci-
ence and technology. Enhancing India ties
in the realm of science and technology can
further be able to leverage the continent’s
potential and contributing to its own global
stature. Extending Indian influence in the
Africa continent include engaging science
and technology to expand cooperation
in counterterrorism, cyber security, and
emerging technologies.

The African continent with 54 indepen-
dent nations that constitute more than a
quarter of the membership of the UN, Afri-
ca collectively will have more political clout
and gradually emerge as an important
voice on important global issues. India’s
historical ties with Africa are old but the
future realities demand a re-orientation of
India’s policy towards the continent. Africa
is strategically and geopolitically important
for India. East African seaboard, from the
Horn of Africa to South Africa, falls within
India’s maritime strategic neighbourhood.
It is under these strengths that the rising
technology and space powerhouse frontier
from South pole of the world need to strike
ties with the continent hosting a quarter of
the United Nations member states.

Africa being a home to over half a dozen
of the fastest growing countries of this de-
cade such as Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania,
etc stands as the one of the growth poles
of the world. For India to strategically jump
in the science and technology sectors, it is
envisaged imperative in developing African
economies which could undoubtedly be-
come important markets for India’s capital
and consumer goods.

The recent intentions of Indian govern-
ment to open 18 embassy in the continent,
should go in line with strategic investment
in science and technology sectors across
the continent. The investment in ICT can
connect the Indian economy to the Afri-
can continent with a population of over
one billion with a combined GDP of 2.5
trillion dollars making it a huge potential
market. The enhanced level of science and
technology to Africa will yield prosperity
of the resource rich nations dominated by
commaodities like crude oil, gas, pulses and
lentils, leather, gold and other metals, all of
which India lacks in sufficient quantities.
The expected enhanced connectivity be-
tween the India-African states can be a use-
ful dimension to India-Africa relationship
as well as for the presence of a large Indian
diaspora in Africa to facilitate technology
transfer to the continent.

The existing interventions in the science,
technology and digital cooperation includ-
ing satellite connectivity, tele-medicine
and tele-education to countries of Africa
makes it important to revisit the India’s

foreign policy priorities towards Africa,
taking India as thw world technology and
space powerhouse currently. The UNCTAD
Technology and Innovation Report 2023
highlights the opportunities that revolu-
tions in science, technology and green
innovation offer developing countries to
spur economic growth and enhance tech-
nological capacities. UNCTAD calls on their
governments and business communities
to invest in more complex and greener
sectors, boost technical skills and scale up
investments in the technology infrastruc-
ture needed to grow green industries in
Africa. The recent study by Tony Blair Insti-
tute for Global Change (2023), posits three
major actions for the African science and
technology industry these include govern-
ment and international community to raise
investment in the areas of Internet access.
This is meant to raise levels of connectivity
since internet penetration in subSaharan
Africa averages 39.6 per cent compared to
the global average of 62.7 per cent.

Secondly is putting thrust on the legisla-
tive and regulatory frameworks since the
African region lacks strong underpinning
regulation to shape the operating con-
text for digital government and thus build
public confidence with adequately well-
resourced authorities enforcing existing
legislation. Thirdly the need for addressing
the digital-skills gap among the technology
users in the continent is of paramount use-
fulness.

This among things gives room India-Af-
rica cooperation following the recent in-
novations in the space sector and resulting
to the recent achievements including tak-
ing India to the moon. Following historic
India’s Chandrayaan-3 successful mission
to the moon, it hereto sought to make this
become the high time for India-African sci-
ence and technology partnership. In the
course of fostering India-Africa meaningful
relationship and partnership in technology
transfer to the continent the following five
(5) success mantra’s sought to be useful:

Firstly; Increase investment in hard in-
frastructure across African technology
industry: The needed investment of $100
billion to achieve universal broadband
access in Africa, Tony Blair Institute for
Global Change Report (2023) posits the im-
perative to support continental initiatives
such as the African Continental Free Trade
Area, which largely depends on the ability
to leverage technology to create a single
digital market in a connected 54 countries
together.

Secondly; Connect digital-services teams
within government in all 54 state govern-
ment administrations. This shall stream-
line their provision of digital services and
information, governments should develop
data-sharing platforms across public-sector
agencies as well as protocols on how digital
tools collect, manage and use data to in-
form decision-making,.

Thirdly; Develop regulatory frameworks
for data protection in the continent. This is
envisaged to accelerate digital-government
transformation, governments need to de-
velop and refine data-protection laws that
specify how data can be collected, pro-
cessed and used both within and outside
government.

Fourthly; Improve digital
capability in all 54 African
states. This included en-
hancing digital skills are a
prerequisite for transfor-
mation both within govern-
ment and throughout the
wider economy. Investment
to equip the continent’s
young people with digital
skills and literacy would
allow sub-Saharan Africa
to develop a critical mass
of expertise in associated
fields.

Fifthly; Build inclusive
digital-Identification for
Development systems (dig-
ital-ID systems). The fact
that majority of the “invis-
ible billion” people globally
without basic ID creden-
tials live in sub-Saharan Af-
rica. This limits their access
to public services, social
welfare and private-sector
systems including financial
platforms as well as other
opportunities in the digi-
tal economy. Collaboration
with Governments in the
continent should be en-
hanced towards investing
in building digital-ID sys-
tems designed with inclu-
sivity, interoperability and
privacy safeguards as pre-
requisites of digital-govern-
ment transformation across
the entire rising continent.

Basing on Indian and oth-
er southeast east emerging
economic experience, the
task of turning Africa the
next science and technol-
ogy powerhouse needs to
get a number strategies in
tandem. There should be
strong partnership spirit
between government in
and the private sector actor
in entire across the conti-
nent. This mix of strategic
actors should deliberately
engage themselves in the
technology industry as well
as enabling services and
applications across sev-
eral strategic industries in
the country’s economy in-
cluding agriculture, SMEs
engagements, media and
entertainment,  weather
forecasting, disaster man-
agement, broadband ser-
vices. This further include
putting some strategic mile-
stones for the initiatives
to work for expansion, in-
novation and faster invest-
ment in the technology
industry since it is pivotal
for growing the economic
openings of the country. In
line with opening and run-
ning ICT incubation centres
around the country’s rural
and urban areas which may
result to the growth of mas-
sive start-ups fostering the
growth of useful technolo-
gies for various economic
sectors in the economy.
India-Africa can work well
in the shared science and
technology interest for the
south pole of the earth.

Avit Chami, a Lecturer
and Research Fellow; Mo-
zambique-Tanzania Cen-
tre for Foreign Relations,
E-mail: avitchami@yahoo.
com also avit.chami@cfr.
actz

UN chief cautions military coups only worsen crises, urges democratic governance

UNITED NATION

ADDRESSING the recent series
of military coups predominantly
in Africa, UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres on Thursday un-
derscored the importance of es-
tablishing lasting democratic gov-
ernance backed by the rule of law.

Wednesday’s military takeover
in Gabon came on the heels of
Niger last month, Burkina Faso in
2022, and Chad, Guinea, Sudan
and Mali in the years prior to that.

The Gabonese military takeover
was announced not long after the
electoral authorities declared that
President Ali Bongo had secured
another term, even though there

were allegations of electoral ir-
regularities. During a media brief-
ing at the UN headquarters in New
York, Guterres said, “Many coun-
tries face deep-seated governance
challenges.

But military governments are
not the solution.” “They aggravate
problems. They cannot resolve
a crisis; they can only make it
worse,” he added.

The UN chief appealed to na-
tions to act promptly in setting up
trustworthy democratic systems
and maintaining the rule of law.

Guterres pointed to the neces-
sity of empowering international
organizations like the African
Union to play a pivotal role in the

promotion of peace, democratic
stability, and governance in Africa.

Moreover, he stressed that cre-
ating an environment that enables
African populations to tackle the
underlying reasons for political
unrest is critical, with underdevel-
opment being a primary contribu-
tor.

“Development is a central objec-
tive if we want to create conditions

for peace and stability in Africa,”
Guterres responded, when asked
by areporter.

Guterres also spoke of a series
of high-profile upcoming trips,
where he aims to drum up sup-
port for diplomacy and multilat-
eralism, leading to the high-level
opening of the UN General Assem-
bly, in late September.

This weekend he will be going
to the Africa Climate Summit in
Kenya, and then travel to Indone-
sia to attend the 13th ASEAN-UN
Summit.

Next, he will head for India for
the G20 Summit, and then go to
Cuba for a Summit of the G-77 and
China. “Tlook forward to engaging

with global leaders at these four
very different summits before
the world comes together for the
opening of the General Assembly,”
he stated.

On the agenda for these sum-
mits are topics such as climate
action in Africa, reformation of
global financial systems, and re-
focusing on the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development.

“Diplomacy is more important
than ever to navigate the ten-
sions of our emerging multipolar
world,” Guterres noted. “Dialogue
remains the only way to find joint
approaches and common solu-
tions to the global threats and
challenges that we face.”
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Newly signed Singida Fountain Gate FC attacker, Elvis Rupia.

Singida Fountain Gate FC signs
Kenya Premier League ace

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

AFTER struggling to score goals in
the past four competitive games this
season, Singida Fountain Gate FC
has signed the previous season’s FKF
Premier League top goal scorer, Elvis
Rupia, from Kenya Police FC.

Singida Fountain Gate FC failed to
score in two 2023/24 NBC Premier
League ties against Tanzania Prisons
and Tabora United that ended goal-
less.

The Singida club also suffered a
loss to Simba SC via penalties in the
2023/24 Community Shield mini-
tournament semi-final played in Tan-
ga and, thereafter, lost 2-0 to Azam
FC in the third-place playoff of the
showdown.

Rupia was in great form last season
as he netted 27 goals in the FKF Pre-
mier League for the law enforcers.

The striker thereafter picked up
from where he left off during the
pre-season friendly matches, netting
in back-to-back duels against Singida
Fountain Gate FC and Namungo FC.

Sources close to the player indicate
that Singida Fountain Gate FC tabled
an irresistible offer and went on to
break the bank to secure his release
from Kenya Police FC.

With the striker being included in
the provisional squad for Kenya’s se-
nior national team, Harambee Stars,
for the forthcoming friendly matches
against Qatar and South Sudan, he is
expected to cross the border to Tan-
zania after the FIFA international
week.

Kenya will take on Qatar on Sep-
tember 7, 2023, and thereafter come
up against South Sudan at home on
September 12, 2023.

Sources close to the attacker have

told The Guardian that Singida Foun-
tain Gate FC approached him with a
good offer and has also bought out
his contract as he had 18 months left.

He is practically the Singida club’s
layer now and will move to Tanzania
after the international break.

Kenya Police FC appeared to have
been preparing for the exit of their
forward, also a former Nzoia Sugar
player, as the club recently signed
South Sudan striker Tito Okello.

Okello joined Police FC as a free
agent after parting ways with Iranian
top-flight side, Paykan FC, at the end
of last season.

The latest development means
that Singida Fountain Gate FC will
have three Kenyan footballers, as the
club had earlier signed midfielder
Duke Abuya and central defender
Joash Onyango.

Abuya joined the outfit on loan
from Kenya Police FC, as is the case
with Onyango which was acquired
on similar terms from former Pre-
mier League champions Simba SC.

Singida Fountain Gate FC sailed
through to the Second Preliminary
Round of the 2023/24 CAF Confed-
eration Cup after edging Zanzibar’s
JKU SC 4-3 on aggregate in the First
Preliminary Round.

The club beat JKU SC 4-1 in the first
leg which took place at Azam Com-
plex Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

In the rematch played at the same
venue last weekend, JKU SC reorga-
nized and garnered a 2-0 win over
Singida Fountain Gate FC, which
though could not guarantee the for-
mer qualification for the following
round.

Rupia joined Kenya Police FC in
February last year from the Saudi
Arabian side- Bisha FC.

Wheelchair tennis squad set for
2023 African Paralympic Games

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA’s envoys in the 2023 Af-
rican Paralympic Games, wheelchair
tennis side, departed for Accra, Gha-
na early yesterday to battle it out in
the showdown.

The team, which jetted off at 4
a.m., is made up of four players, one
coach, and a leader of delegation.

Leader of the delegation, Vincent
Kaduma, also serving as Tanzania
Paralympic Committee (TPC) Acting
Secretary-General, said the team is in
good spirits ahead of the Games.

He mentioned players making
the trip as Voster Lengoneli, John
Churi, Rehema Selemani, and Lucky
Shirima accompanied by head coach
Riziki Suleiman.

Kaduma thanked the government
for its support for the team and
promised that they would perform
well in the Games.

The TPC official noted: “The team
is leaving tomorrow (Friday) at 4 am
and we will arrive in Ghana the same
day in the evening, we thank the gov-
ernment for its support to the team.”

“There were a lot of challenges but
the government has stood with us,

we promise to do well in Ghana,” he
said. Wheelchair tennis team’s head
coach, Suleiman, said despite the un-
certainty of the trip to the Games, all
players are ready for the challenge.

“There were a lot of challenges, to
be honest..we were not sure if we
would battle it out in Ghana but I told
my players to keep on training hard,
and today (yesterday) we have been
told that the trip to Ghana is on, I'm
sure my team will do well,” the coach
noted.

The Games have been scheduled
for September 3-12 and, initially, Tan-
zania was to be represented by ath-
letes from Paralympic athletics, Para
powerlifting, wheelchair basketball,
amputee football, wheelchair tennis,
and sitting volleyball.

However, according to the TPC Act-
ing Secretary-General, the govern-
ment has only managed to raise mon-
ey for the wheelchair tennis team
while athletes for Para Powerlifting
and Paralympic athletics are not
traveling to Ghana because the two
sports disciplines have been struck
off the list of the Games’ sports given
venues for the sports have yet to be
completed.

speed at Yanga start in
Premier League, CAF CL

By Correspondent John Kimbute

XPLAINING the
battering ram attitude
now  visible for

2023/24 NBC Premier
League defending champions,
Young Africans SC, popularly
known as Yanga, in their outings
since the new season kicked
off is becoming something of a
problem for analysts.

There is a faint streak among
several followers of the archri-
vals, that Yanga is up and run-
ning alleged habits of buying off
players and even officials of op-
posite sides.

They say the cash helps the
clubs make ends meet, which
is different from traditional ref-
eree and assistants’ purchase
usage.

Those who make that argu-
ment exude a disarming atti-
tude about it, making the issue
so obvious that it scarcely mer-
its more discussion, and there
are faint signals that this view is
taken seriously at some level of
Premier League officialdom.

There was a remark that the
anti-corruption bureau was
called in after the Jangwani
Street side posted its first 5-0
win, but the matter was not fol-
lowed up in later talk shows.
Owing to club loyalties, such
witch-hunting might not yield
much benefit.

Again, there is something ‘in
the order of piquancy’ that of
all Premier League sides, only
the Jangwani Street outfit would
develop such match-winning
tactics, and on each playing day,
it would have that extra cash
ready.

It is a palpably insulting ar-
gument to the other sides that
they are always so anxious for
a million shillings or a bit more
to share out among players that
they will be ready to play the
game.

But to an extent it makes
sense, to play all games to win
except against the champions.

The other problem assailing
this explanation is that if it is a
systematic way of doing things,
it would either percolate or
ooze into the player mentality,
as the technical bench would
know it, and at that level, it
would be hard to keep it away
from players.

Were any such environment
existing, it wouldn’t translate

Yanga's Ivorian right-back, Kouassi Attohoula Yao (L), attempts to outfox JKT Tanzania’s midfielder, Najim Magulu,
when the outfits took on each other in a 2023 NBC Premier League clash that took place in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday.
Yanga wallopped JKT Tanzania 5-0. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

into 5G playing speed and scor-
ing as it has for a couple of
weeks or so been the case, as
purchasing games eats into the
playing morale rather than up-
lifting it, as is the case now.

The sort of game being exhib-
ited by the players is indisput-
ably a desire to win.

Going back to Premier League
tradition, there is a semblance
of selling matches towards the
end for several middle-placed
sides that do not face a threat of
playoffs to avoid relegation.

Before that situation arises in
the final weeks of the season,
coaches and club leaders expect
players to battle it out to remain
in the Premier League, or even
receive honours. Selling games
at an early stage is strange.

There is another hunch as to
explaining the 5G performance,
hanging by two threads of equal
importance.

The more captivating thesis
is that club president Hersi Said
is always with the team every-
where, in each match, on safari,
and presumably at a training
camp or regular sessions.

There is a way in which that
can change the play atmo-
sphere, where each player wish-
es to show the boss the level of
play he is putting up, which is
different from how he fits into

the systems of the coach, etc.

And if players have any prob-
lems with that system, the club’s
president should watch their
efforts and just make head and
tail in what is wrong.

Tied that reflection is a more
technical affirmation which all
the same needs to be explained
somewhat.

Why is there perfect harmony
between the systems created
by former head coach Nasred-
dine Nabi and his replacement,
Miguel Gamondi?

This way, the new players
picking up several positions for
instance on account of at least
four key departures, namely
Juma Shabani, Yannick Bangala,
Feisal Salum, and Fiston Mayele
not just fit in perfectly but in
various ways are playing better.

Soccer tends to be more zig-
zag than what is being noticed
at Yanga, which to an extent
astonishes some pundits that
the players seem to be enjoying
their game rather than merely
doing a day’s work, with signs of
either laziness or fatigue.

Some pundits have checked
on training schedules and it ap-
pears the current level of play
is consonant with the empha-
sis on match fitness, where all
players are expected to run up
and down the pitch more or less

Mikocheni venue in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT MIRAJI MSALA

continuously. They may be rel-
ishing this feat.

If there is indeed a technical
input by the new head coach
and his technical bench staff
that convincingly explains the
changed attitude to the game -
training benchmarks are always
vital to evaluating how pre-
pared a club can approach any
match.

In many regards, it seems to
be the most important aspect,
as it explains the 5G speed
rather than goals, and makes it
easier to live with the goals.

The other sides are beaten ei-
ther to the ball or in tactics, not
just make blunders and Yanga
scores.

Strictly speaking, the way the
new head coach’s methods have
either been understood or are
being used by players requires
a different reason for adhesion
than is usually the case.

That is where the widely as-
sured presence of the club pres-
ident at each event can easily
make a difference, as a player
making silly errors will have
no room to hide now that Hersi
himself saw it.

Surprisingly, club wisdom
kept insisting in the past Annual
General Meeting that the del-
egates’ supervision is useless,
isn’tit?

Winners Academy’s player, May Abbas (2nd L), challenges Bulls girls’ soccer side’s Analise Hewitt (R) as the clubs locked horns in a friendly tie that took place at
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Drivers and Motorcycle Owners
Association launches soccer tourne
By Guardian Correspondent potential to help the boda
boda riders achieve some of
O ensure that the their goals, including reap-
transportation ing the digital economy
sector, especially benefits by using Tigo Pesa’s
the ‘Boda Boda’ ‘Lipa Kwa Simu’ as a payment
drivers sub-sector, is well collection solution.
recognized by the commu- “We can collectively drive
Mikel Arteta Erik ten Hag nity, the Drivers and Motor- transformational change

Arsenal face Man
Utd test as Nunez
targets Liver start

LONDON

MANCHESTER United will seek a cure for their
travel sickness when they travel to face Arsenal in
an early-season blockbuster tomorrow as Liver-
pool take on free-scoring Aston Villa.

Newly promoted Luton play their first home
match of the season against high-flying West Ham
while rock-bottom Everton chase their first goal.

AFP Sport looks at some of the key talking points
ahead of the weekend action.

United seek end to away-day blues

Last season’s 3-2 win for Arsenal against Man-
chester United at a raucous Emirates was one of
the most absorbing matches of the campaign.

It strengthened the Gunners’ belief that they
could mount a title challenge but also underlined
United’s struggles away from home.

Erik ten Hag’s side lost all six matches away to
other members of the top seven last season, con-
ceding 3.66 goals per away match on average.
The highest-placed side they beat away was 10th-
placed Fulham.

A shaky opening win against Wolves at home
this season was followed by a laboured, toothless
performance in a 2-0 defeat away at Tottenham.

Ten Hag’s task against the 2022/23 runners-up
has been made more difficult by an injury cri-
sis, with Luke Shaw, Raphael Varane and Mason
Mount all unavailable.

New striker Rasmus Hojlund, who arrived at Old
Trafford with an injury, could make his debut for
a side once again struggling to find goals consis-
tently.

Hot-shot Nunez stakes claim to Liverpool start-
ing spot

Darwin Nunez had a tough first season for Liver-
pool after joining the club last year in a deal worth
up to 100 million euros ($109 million), finding the
net just nine times in the Premier League.

But the Uruguayan came off the bench last week
to score two superb late goals in Liverpool’s thrill-
ing 2-1 win against Newcastle in a performance that
could mark a turning point in his Anfield career.

Manager Jurgen Klopp admitted the former Ben-
fica striker was “obviously fired up” after being
named as a substitute once again.

Now the German has a choice to make against
Unai Emery’s Villa after favouring Luis Diaz, Mo-
hamed Salah, Diogo Jota and Cody Gakpo in the
first three matches of the season.

“It’s clear he’s not happy,” said Klopp. “It’s early
in the season, we need to find stability and results.

“He will play, there’s no doubt about that. We
need everyone. We need to find a way of playing.
This is a new team with new key players. It needs
time.”

Luton seek home comforts

Luton have had a tough start on their return to
the English top flight after three decades away,
shipping four goals against Brighton and three
against Chelsea.

The club’s opening Premier League home game
against Burnley was postponed due to work tak-
ing place to upgrade their quirky Kenilworth Road
ground.

But on Friday they will host the Hammers after
climbing all the way up from the fifth-tier National
League over the past decade.

Work on the ground -- where the entrance to the
away end is built into a row of traditional red-brick
terraced houses -- will lift numbers just above
Bournemouth’s 11,307-capacity Vitality Stadium,
meaning Luton will not have the smallest ground
in the division.

The Hatters are one of four teams still stuck on
zero points and will be desperate to get off the
mark.

But they have a tough task against David Moyes’
West Ham, who are second in the table after wins
against Chelsea and Brighton.

Fixtures (1400 GMT unless stated)

Today

Sheffield United v Everton (1130), Brentford v
Bournemouth, Burnley v Tottenham, Chelsea v
Nottingham Forest, Manchester City v Fulham,
Brighton v Newcastle (1630)

Tomorrow
Crystal Palace v Wolves (1300), Liverpool v
Aston Villa (1300), Arsenal v Manchester United
(1530)

cycle Owners Association
for Dar es Salaam (CMPD)
has, for the first time, col-
laborated with Tanzania’s

leading digital

lifestyle

company, Tigo, to launch
a special football tourna-
ment known as 2023 Tigo
Pesa Mbungi ya Boda Boda’.

A sports betting compa-
ny, Betika, a Dar es Salaam
radio station EFM Radio,
and ForePlan International
have also partnered with
CMPD and Tigo in organiz-

ing the showdown.
The

2023 Tigo Pesa
Mbungi ya Boda Boda’ spe-

Leaders of the Drivers and Motorcycle Owners Association for Dar es Salaam (CMPD) are pictured with the Tanzania

cifically aims to bring to-
gether all motorcycle ‘Boda
Boda’ drivers in Dar es Sa-
laam and educate them
about existing economic
opportunities in the ‘Boda
Boda’ sub-sector ecosystem
including digital payment,
security, and road safety
targeting to alleviate pov-
erty among its members.

Speaking at the launch of
the ‘2023 Tigo Pesa Mbungi
ya Boda Boda’, Juma Shaa-
ban Kinshashu, the rep-
resentative of the official
guest- Minister of State in
the President’s Office, Plan-
ning and Investment Kitila
Mkumbo- said ‘Boda Boda’
drivers should change and
exploit opportunities.

The guest disclosed:

Road Safety Force Commander, Assistant Police Commissioner, Pili Misungwa, Tigo Pesa Chief Officer, Angelica
Pesha, and other partners at the launch of a soccer tournament, termed ‘2023 Tigo Pesa Mbungi Boda Boda'in Dares
Salaam yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

“Sports are healthy, they are
jobs, I congratulate the CMPD,
the government supports any
sports efforts, I congratulate
you for seeing to it that, through
Tigo, this initiative is going to
improve your economy.”

“Now you should value your
work, know where you are go-
ing, you have to show that you
are changing and become mod-
ern, rebuild yourselves,” Kin-
shashu pointed out.

Speaking during the tourna-
ment’s launch, the Chairman
of the Drivers and Motorcycle
Owners Association in Dar es
Salaam, Michael Massawe, said:
“The ‘Boda Boda’ sub-sector
has many economic opportuni-

ties, so it is important to con-
nect them and show them how
to approach and benefit from
these opportunities.”

“The ‘Boda Boda’ sub-sector
plays an integral role in Tan-
zania, most of the ‘Boda Boda’
drivers are hardworking in-
dividuals who are focused on
changing their fortunes, our
sub-sector moreover has vast
economic opportunities, a
‘Boda Boda’ driver should not
lack resources to improve his
livelihood,” Massawe added.

Chief Officer for Tigo Pesa,
Angelica Pesha, said that
through this competition, mo-
torcycle drivers will have the
opportunity to learn a new way

of payment to increase their in-
come.

“Tigo has thought it is good
to use this opportunity to bring
boda boda drivers together to
give them economic opportu-
nities where Tigo will have the
opportunity to help motorcycle
drivers identify a new way of
making payments through Tigo
Pesa ‘Lipa kwa Simu” whereby
customers paying via their mo-
bile phones for boda boda they
can earn money through digital
means,” Angelica noted.

Tigo Pesa’s Merchant Pay-
ments Manager, Edgar Ma-
pande, present at the launch
said: “This collaboration with
CMPD has enormous economic

for bodaboda riders, their
families, and the country at
large.”

“This partnership is a great
opportunity to support the
youth while working to-
wards advancing the digital
economy ecosystem through
micro-payments.”

The 2023 Tigo Pesa Boda-
boda Cup competition will
involve a total of 64 teams
from the five districts of the
Dar es Salaam region and
various seminars will be held
where these competitions
will take place. Additionally,

The Boda Boda riders will
moreover get to learn about
the benefits of using ‘Lipa
Kwa Simu’ as a mode of re-
ceiving payments.

A total of four football
grounds will be used for the
football competition includ-
ing Machava in Kigamboni,
Uhuru in Temeke, Ukombozi
in Ubungo, and Airwing in
Ilala.

CMPD is an association
that oversees drivers and
motorcycle owners in the
Dar es Salaam region and
was established in 2016 and
helps Boda Bodas drivers ac-
cess loans for motorcycles,
plots, phones, driver’s licens-
es as well as health insurance
through financial institu-
tions in the country.

Lions B cricketers to face GP in 2023 DC 30 Overs Cup tourney final

By Guardian Reporter

THE battle for promi-
nence in this season’s
Dar es Salaam Cricket
(DC) Division B 30 Overs
Cup reaches a climax on
Sunday as Lions B crick-
eters confront the GP
outfit in the showdown’s
final at Anadil Burhani
ground.

The two clubs booked
a place in the final after
coming out victorious
in the last-four stage of
the showdown, as Lions
B commanded a 22-run
victory over highly-fan-
cied Aces B whereas GP
knuckled down to a one-
wicket defeat of Patel
Brotherhood A.

Atif  Salim, Tanza-
nia Cricket Association
(TCA) Media officer,
pointed out: “GP has
been a surprise package
and they have reached
the finals the hard way.
At the start of the season,
they were unsure if they
would continue to run
the club after bad results
in 2022 and were on the
verge of shutdown.”

Salim noted: “They
gathered steam and they,
under the leadership of
Muzamil Hussain, have
done wonders by defeat-
ing favourites like Union
SC and Patel Brother-
hood along the way.”

“As for Lions B, they
decided to go with a
mixture of youths and
senior cricketers in their
quest for the trophy,” he
said.

“The team has looked
very solid with the set
combination with regu-
lar promotions of youths
in the system, they ought
to give a good challenge
to GP in the final,” Salim
noted.

According to the of-

Players making Lions B's cricket squad pose for a photo shortly after defeating Aces B in this season’s Dar es Salaam Cricket
(DC) Division B 30 Overs League last-four clash which took place recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF LIONS CRICKET CLUB

ficial, this would be the
first clash between the
two teams as, in the past,
Lions A was the team
that regularly clashed
with GP before the for-
mer got promoted to Di-
vision A this year.

He revealed the clash-
es between Lions B and
GP have often been nail-
biting affairs and, with a
trophy at stake, it will be
aroller coaster watch for
the Fans.

The semi-finals hap-
pened to be pulsating
duels, the first of which
ended with GP cricket-
ers playing their hearts
out to record the hard-
fought one-wicket vic-
tory over Patel Brother-
hood A.

Patel Brotherhood
A’s cricketers had the
chance to bat first in
the 30-over match and
ended with 187/8 in the
30 overs.

Kashif Anwar, Dhaval-
kumar Patel, Rijali Fen-
tu, Riteshkumar Tailor,
and Keyur Patel were
the cricketers whose
prowess was instrumen-
tal in the batting squad’s
triple-digit score.

Anwar had the most

impressive innings, as
the cricketer went on to
grab 52 runs, nailing five
fours and three sixes in
the process.
Dhavalkumar was
four runs short of a half-
century, seeking to im-
prove his team’s score,
whilst Fentu, Tailor, and
Keyur as well made their
way back with two-digit
scores having posted 24
runs, 16 runs not out,
and 15 runs respectively.
The GP captain Muza-
mil Hussain orchestrated
effort efforts by his club

to limit a score posted
by Patel Brotherhood A’s
batting unit to a manage-
able figure, in which the
veteran cricketer ended
with three wickets.

Hussain was ably as-
sisted by Dharminder
Singh (229 in three
overs) and Wahid Hus-
sain (2-24 in six overs) in
keeping Patel Brother-
hood A’s batting unit in
check.

Needing 188 runs to
come out victorious, GP
cricketers gave their all
and ultimately emerged

victoriously after record-
ing 189/9 in 29.2 overs.

Sajjad Ali led the GP
batting onslaught as the
performer grabbed 70
runs that included four
boundaries and four
sixes.

Talha Sayed-who post-
ed 25 runs-, Shehryar
Ali with 10 runs not out,
Hussain that ended with
11 runs, and Humayun
Taj with 25 runs also re-
turned with two-digit fig-
ures for the triumphant
GP.

The

other last-four

tie had Lions B cricket-
ers defying the odds to
down Aces B. Lions B
cricketers, led by veter-
an Abdulsamad Ahmed,
went in to bat first, end-
ing with 159/4 in the al-
lotted 30 overs.

Ahmed ended as the
cricketer with the best
innings after notching
50 runs, promising all-
rounder Karim Kiseto
came back with 41 runs,
and captain Mubin Has-
san added 19 runs.

Reaching 160 runs to
notch victory turned out
to be a tall order for Aces
B cricketers, as the crick-
eters were skittled for
137 runs in 27.3 overs to
crash out of the stage.

Top-order  cricketer
Hamza Ally attempted
to orchestrate a turn-
around for Aces B with
his 51 runs, and fellow
cricketers Jaffary Kany-
ita and Ally Hassan made
their way back with 24
runs and 14 runs respec-
tively.

Much as the trio played
its heart out, reaching
the target happened to
be a futile attempt for
Aces B.

. GWlJl by David Chikoko
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Drivers and Motorcycle

Owners Association
launches soccer tourney

Simba SC ponders
facing Gor Mahia
to shape up for
2023/24 CAF CL

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s Simba SC has set sight on facing Ke-
nya football powerhouse, Gor Mahia, in a friendly
clash in Nairobi to shape up for 2023/24 CAF Cham-
pions League Second Preliminary Round matches
against Zambia’s Power Dynamos.

The Second Preliminary Round’s first-leg tie has
been scheduled to take place at the revered Levy
Mwanawasa Stadium in Ndola on September 16.

According to sources within Simba SC’s camp,
the team is poised to travel to Nairobi in the com-
ing week and establish a dedicated five-day training
camp.

This preparatory phase is meticulously designed
to fine-tune Simba SC’s strategies and coalesce as a
formidable unit before locking horns with the Zam-
bian opponents.

One of the anticipated highlights of Simba SC’s
Nairobi stay is a friendly match against the record
Football Kenya Federation Premier League champi-
ons Gor Mahia.

Although more details are still awaiting confirma-
tion, the prospect of these two football juggernauts
clashing in a friendly encounter has already set the
football community abuzz with excitement.

Simba SC Information and Communication Man-
ager Ahmed Ally has shed light on the team’s ap-
proach to this preparatory phase of the clash.

“We have ample time until the match against
Power Dynamos, and as a result, the management
is meticulously planning the squad’s training camp,”
the official stated.

“We’re exploring the possibility of setting up camp
in a neighboring country to optimize our prepara-
tion,” he said.

“Our overarching goal as Simba SC is to engage
in challenging matches - ones that push us to our
limits and invigorate our competitive spirit,” Ally
reiterated.

A particularly intriguing facet of this decision is
the striking similarity between the climates of Nai-
robi and Ndola.

With weather conditions in both cities closely
aligned, Simba SC’s choice to train in Nairobi is
poised to furnish the outfit with an acclimatization
advantage when the side eventually journeys to
Zambia for the highly anticipated showdown.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

IMBA SC has set a
semi-final target in
the 2023/24 CAF
Champions League,
with the Dar es Salaam-based
side kicking off a continental
campaign against Zambia Su-
per League champions Power
Dynamos in two weeks.
Ahmed Ally, Simba SC’s In-
formation and Communica-
tion Manager, said it would be
a humiliation if the club fails
to qualify for the 2023/24 CAF
Champions League Group
Stage.
The official noted: “Wheth-
er it is good or bad, we played
with Power Dynamos just the

Failure to qualify for 2023/24 CAF CL Group
Stage humiliation for Simba SC- official

Simba SC Information and Communication Manager Ahmed Ally

Saturday 2 September 2023

League Group Stage.”

Ally added: “Thus, they
will come battling in all cir-
cumstances to make sure
they do well to rewrite their
history in the CAF Champi-
ons League. But they must
remember that we are Sim-
ba SC, the Group Stage is
our playground.”

“It is a place where we
can sleep and wake up hav-
ing qualified for the Group
Stage. It will be a great hu-
miliation for Simba SC to
fail to qualify for the CAF
Champions League Group
Stage.”

Ally emphasized the
club’s goal is to better their
record at their last outing
where they fell to finalists
Wydad Athletic Club of Mo-
rocco at the quarterfinal
stage.

“We must go into this
game knowing that we
have a huge responsibil-
ity to qualify for the Group
stage. It is not that we aim to
qualify for the Group Stage.
Group Stage is a pathway to
our targets.”

Simba SC has made it to
the Group Stage of either
the CAF Champions League
or the CAF Confederation
Cup four times in the last

other day during the Simba
Day festival. We beat them
2-0 but we must be honest
and not expect the Power
Dynamos we saw on that day
to be the same at their Levy
Mwanawasa home.”

“Let’s not expect the Power
Dynamos who played in a re-
laxed way at the Simba Day

festival to play the same
way in a crucial match to
qualify for the Group Stage
of the Champions League in
Africa,” Ally stated.

He stressed: “First of all,
they don’t have a good his-
tory in the Group Stage.
They want to write their
history, they want to make

an entrance on the interna-
tional stage. They envy the
success we have enjoyed in
the international scene.”
“So they will come to fight
in all ways to make sure they
do well to rewrite their his-
tory in the CAF Champions
League,” the official added.
“However they must re-

member that we are Simba
SC, CAF Champions League
Group Stage is our play-
ground. We are at a level
where even if we sleep we
wake up into the Group
Stage,” Ally revealed.

“It will be a great humili-
ation for Simba SC to fail to
qualify for the Champions

five years.

Last season, the Tanzani-
an representative lost 4-3 to
defending champions Wy-
dad Athletic Club on post-
match penalties to bow
out of the CAF Champions
League at the quarterfinal
stage for the third consecu-
tive campaign.

Simba SC to discover African Football League opponents

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SIMBA SC is set to learn the squad’s
opponents in the inaugural African
Football League (AFL) when the
draw takes place in the evening.

The draw for the inaugural AFL
takes place at 7 pm EAT in Cairo,
Egypt, and will be beamed live on the
AFL website and televised by CAF’s
broadcast partners.

The inaugural edition of the AFL
will feature eight of Africa’s most fa-
mous and successful teams from the
African Regional Blocks- namely the
North Region, Central-West Region,
and the South-East Region.

Egyptian giants, Al Ahly SC, Tuni-
sia’s Espérance Sportive de Tunis,
and Wydad Athletic Club from Mo-
rocco are the football clubs from the
North Region.

The clubs from the Central-West
Region are Nigeria’s Enyimba Foot-
ball Club and the DRC’s Tout Puis-
sant Mazembe.

Mamelodi Sundowns Football Club
from South Africa, Angola’s Atlético
Petroleos de Luanda, and Simba
SC are the football clubs from the
South-East Region.

In addition, Simba SC is the only
team from the Council for East and
Central Africa Football Associations
zone in the competition.

With Simba SC placed in Pot 2,
what is guaranteed is that they will
face a seeded team from Pot 1, which
means games against either Al Ahly,

Simba SC's forward, Jean Baleke, shoots past Mtibwa Sugar players as the sides took on each other ina 2023/24 NBC Premier League
clash played in Morogoro on August 17. Simba SC cruised to a 4-2 victory over Mtibwa Sugar. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Wydad AC, Esperance, or
Mamelodi Sundowns at the
quarterfinal stage.

It means Simba SC cannot
face fellow Pot 2 teams TP
Mazembe, Enyimba FC and
until the semi-final stages.

This historic inaugural
edition of the AFL will take
place over four weeks,

kicking off with the Open-
ing Ceremony and the first
match on October 20 2023
in Dar es Salam.

The semi-finals will take
place between October 29
and November 1. The final
matches which will deter-
mine the winner of the in-
augural AFL competition

will take place on 5 and 11
November 2023.

The inaugural AFL is
a precursor to the fully-
fledged AFL competition
which will feature the 24
highest-ranked football
clubs on the African con-
tinent and will commence
during the 2024/25 football

season.

The winner of the compe-
tition will receive 11.5 mil-
lion dollars, while each par-
ticipating club will initially
receive 2.5 million dollars.

This significant financial
investment aims to support
the development of football
in Africa.

Flexibles by David Chikoko
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