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BUSINESS CRDB holds dominance at DSE, transacting 13.8 million shares in 4 days

By Guardian Reporter

CRDB Bank Plc continues to maintain its dominance in Dar es Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) ac-tivity, after recording the trading of 13.8 million shares during the first four days of this week.The DSE market reports indi-cate the majority of shares of the largest and most profitable bank were sold by foreign investors, of which all were absorbed by local investors, ahead of dividends an-

nouncement for 2023.
All of the company’s shares were traded in 365 deals of which 12.9 million traded through pre-arranged block trade and the re-maining were transacted through normal trade, the daily reports show.

The report further shows the bank’s share traded between 460/- and 500/-, which resulted into gaining of the market price to 485/- on Thursday’s close, com-pared to 465/- recorded during the 

close of the first trading session of the week.
According to unaudited finan-cial statements for 2023, CRDB Group, recorded the basic earn-ings per share (EPS) amounting to 162/-, compared to 134.5/- re-corded during the previous year, with an increase in net profit by 21 percent to 424bn/- compared to 351bn/- respectively.

Market analysts are expecting continuing foreign investors’ exits from the DSE and other Sub-Saha-

ran African markets due to global economic factors, although this will not affect the stability of the market due to strong local inves-tors’ absorption capacities.The DSE report shows, foreign investors have so far sold shares valued 15.4bn/- during the current quarter, which is 250 percent of the value of shares they sold dur-ing the first quarter of last year.However, the report shows for-eign investors have so far bought shares valued 1.17bn/- during the current quarter, which is a third of the value of shares they bought during the first quarter of last year.The market reports for four days show TCCIA Investment Company (TICL) was second top mover, af-ter recording the transactions of 0.3 million shares valued nearly 57mn/- traded at a price ranging from 190/- to 200/- per share in 59 deals.
The market report shows, NMB Bank counter was the third top mover after transacting 27,255 shares valued 127.4mn/- traded at a price ranging from 4,600/- to 4,700/- per share in 58 deals. The DSE report also shows that the total market capitalisation increased by nearly 300bn/- dur-ing the start of the month, due to increase of share prices among lo-cally and cross listed companies.According to the market report, the domestic market capitalisa-tion also gained by nearly 200bn/- since the start of this month, due to appreciation of local firms.

NEW YORK

STRONGER than expected earn-ings are leading companies on both sides of the Atlantic to announce share buybacks at a blistering pace as 2024 gets going — a potentially crucial pillar of support for global stock markets already trading at all-time highs.
Facing the highest borrowing costs in decades, corporations turned stingy on share repurchases in 2023, but that’s changing with buybacks projected to increase this year. 

Profit growth is improving and in-vestors expect the Federal Reserve and European Central Bank to start cutting interest rates this year. The reduced borrowing costs should give companies more cash and room to take on debt to boost their share prices.
US companies have announced $105 billion in planned share repur-chases in the first seven days of Feb-ruary, surpassing the full-month tal-ly in January. It’s the strongest start to a February ever for announced buybacks and the second-best start to a year after 2023, data by re-search firm Birinyi Associates Inc. show. Perhaps not surprisingly, the S&P 500 Index is has posted nine records so far this year.

“It does tell you that management is getting more confident about where the economy is headed,” said Matt Maley, chief market strategist at Miller Tabak + Co. “It should be seen as somewhat constructive indi-cator. Stocks are not as cheap as last year, but companies announcing buybacks think the rally has more room to run.”
S&P 500 firms are expected to re-purchase $885 billion in stock this year, up 10 percent from 2023 but down 4 percent from the record-set-ting pace in 2022, according to pre-liminary data from S&P Dow Jones Indices.

Meta Platforms Inc. last week an-nounced plans to buy back an ad-ditional $50 billion in stock, among the biggest authorizations in US history, Birinyi’s data show. That was followed by Carlyle Group Inc. on Wednesday saying it plans to 

buy back as much as $1.4 billion in shares, and Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. saying it’s boosting its repur-chase program by $25 billion.“While the market is at record highs, many companies’ stock pric-es have continued to languish and as a result buying back the stock is an indication from these companies that they see their stock as a good value,” said Jeff Rubin, Birinyi’s di-rector of research.
While buybacks may help share performance, the impact can be somewhat diminished because high valuations mean companies are likely to scoop up fewer shares, said Howard Silverblatt, senior index analyst at S&P Dow Jones Indices. In addition, the expenditures aren’t necessarily that big when measured against the companies’ earnings and market values, he said.

Buyback announcements have in-creased in Europe as well, particu-larly in the financials and energy sectors, which that returned the most to shareholders last year. With banks continuing to reap the bene-fits of higher borrowing costs, share repurchase programs at Unicredit SpA, Intesa Sanpaolo SpA, Deutsche Bank AG and Banco Bilbao Vizcaya Argentaria SA are pushing stocks higher.
A Goldman Sachs Group Inc. bas-ket of high buyback yield stocks has risen twice as much over the past 12 months as the Stoxx Europe 600 Index‘s 5.9 percent return, while the Solactive European Buyback Index also surged 10% during the period.

All of which is a good sign for the global economy and markets, as a strong pipeline of planned buy-backs shows confidence among corporate executives, said Marshall Front, chief investment officer at Front Barnett Associates.
“The economy continues to im-prove, inflationary pressures con-tinue to subside, interest rates will continue to decline — and all of the above is giving corporate executives the confidence they need to an-nounce share buybacks,” Front said by phone, referring to the US. “It means that companies don’t expect a major economic downturn.”

Global share buybacks now return with a bang

By Guardian Reporter

The total value of internet bank-ing transactions reached 76.3trn/- in 2022, an increase of 35.5 percent, compared to 56.3trn/- re-corded in 2021, the Bank of Tan-zania (BoT) National Payment Sys-tem (NPS) annual report for 2022 published recently has shown.The increase resulted from the growth of transaction volume by 36.13 percent to 8.3 million trans-actions in 2022, compared to 6.1 million transactions recorded during the previous year.
Internet banking refers to the process of making transactions through the Internet. Internet banking allows customers to ac-cess their bank accounts and con-duct transactions without visiting the nearest branch.

Usually, internet banking can be conducted through computers, smartphones and tablets using a web application.
The report shows the number of banks involved with internet banking services also increased to 27 in 2022, compared to 25 recorded in 2021, with number of registered customers being 245,438 compared to 185,617 re-spectively.

However, the number of active customers was half of the regis-tered, but more than doubled to 110,692 compared to 52,666, re-spectively.
The value of local transactions 

BoT: Value of internet banking transactions hit 76trn/- in 2022

Total market capitalisation increased by nearly 300bn/- during the start of the month

of internet banking, according to the report, amounted to 66.5trn/-  in the year 2022, an increase from 46.3trn/- recorded a year before, following the increase of transac-tion to nearly 8 million, compared to 5.8 million recorded during the previous year.
The report shows, the value of international internet banking 

transaction amounted to 9.8trn/- in 2022 compared 10trn/- record-ed in 2021, amid an increase of the volume of transactions to 308,602 compared to 275,682 respectively.In cross–border payments the report shows, in 2022 the volume and value of inflows increased by 20.41 per cent and 60.52 per cent to reach 500,849 transactions 

NAIROBI

BANKS have started sharing information about foreign ac-count holders with the Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) as the taxman steps up its purge of tax dodgers and beneficiar-ies of illicit wealth.
Some banks on Thursday notified their customers that they had started implement-ing the common reporting standards (CRS) under which countries agree to seamlessly share information on taxpay-ers.

The KRA is also expected to receive similar details on a 

resident taxpayer with an off-shore account.
For individual account hold-ers, banks will share with tax-man details such as account balance, address, place of birth, date of birth, country or countries of tax residence, and ID numbers.

In the case of corporate en-tities, banks are also expect-ed to collect and forward to the KRA information on the place of registration, the en-tity type, and the controlling person.
In January last year, the Treasury Cabinet Secretary signed the Tax Procedures 

(Common Reporting Stand-ards) Regulations, 2023, which require all Kenyan banks, trusts, and other financial in-stitutions to report foreigners’ details to the KRA.
The KRA will then share this information with 106 signato-ry countries—including popu-lar tax havens such as Swit-zerland, Panama, the Cayman Islands, Bermuda, the British Virgin Islands, Mauritius, Jer-sey, and Monaco.

The tax authorities in the other signatory countries are in return required to share similar information with the KRA, enhancing the taxman’s 

chances of getting its hands on cash hidden in offshore ac-counts.
Just like the anti-money laundering rules that re-quire financial institutions to report cash transactions of over Sh1 million to the Financial Reporting Centre, banks are expected to review all existing accounts with balances of above $250,000 (Sh40 million) belonging to a foreigner.

However, tax experts cau-tion that banks and the KRA walk a tightrope in safeguard-ing customer confidentiality in line with the Data Protec-

tion Act.
“Further, the CRS requires participating authorities to have data safeguards in place and I think this is what the Data Protection Act resolves,” said Robert Waruiru, a partner at Ichiban Tax & Business Ad-visory LLP, adding that the EU tax residents will be subject to the much more stringent EU data regulations.

Being a signatory to the CRS, Kenya hopes to lift the veil on assets held by Kenyans abroad, especially companies and individuals that have set up shop in low-tax jurisdic-tions.

In 2017, the Treasury an-nounced a tax amnesty offer to attract Kenyan investors who had stashed their wealth abroad to return it without be-ing penalised.
Kenya the same year struck a deal with the Jersey govern-ment for repatriation of more than Sh380 million confis-cated from a company associ-ated with former Kenya Power managing director Samuel Gi-churu.

CRS was developed by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Develop-ment (OECD), a club of mostly rich countries, in July 2014 to 

reduce instances of tax eva-sion through the sharing of information among jurisdic-tions on an annual basis.
In the Finance Act, 2021, Kenya adopted the common reporting standards, which allows the KRA to seek infor-mation on a taxpayer from tax authorities in other jurisdic-tions.

Earlier on July 22, 2020, Kenya signed the CRS Multi-lateral Competent Authority Agreement on Automatic Ex-change of Financial Account Information and adopted the OECD Regulations as drafted.

Banks start sharing customer data with tax body

worth 1,344.12bn/-, from 415,960 transactions and 837.33bn/- re-corded in 2021, respectively.The volume of outflows 33 remittances recorded a slight growth rate of 2.28 per cent to 132,740 transactions in 2022, ris-ing from 129,651 transactions. The corresponding value grew by 33.12 per cent to 640.14bn/-.
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Poland rolls safety net for SGR insurance

‘120 districts have no 
fire, rescue stations’

President Samia Suluhu Hassan shares a light moment with visiting Polish President Andrzej Duda shortly after the latter’s arrival at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House

The two leaders agreed 
to revitalize diplomatic 
cooperation in strategic 
sectors like information 
and communication 
technology (ICT)

MPs approve Safer 
Cities CCTV cover 

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

THE government expects to install surveil-
lance cameras in major cities to heighten 
safety, along with heightening detecting and 
curbing threats of crime.

Vita Kawawa, the chairman of the Foreign 
Affairs, Defense and Security standing com-
mittee of the National Assembly made this 
affirmation here yesterday, asserting that the 
Safer Cities initiative will see installation of 
crime detection equipment on the streets. 
The plan is intended to be carried out within 
the current financial year, covering Dodoma, 
Mwanza and Arusha, which the public au-
thorities believe will boost the level of detec-
tion of street crimes.

It will facilitate criminal investigation and 
keeping records to be used as evidence in 
court, he said, noting that targeted crimes 
include physical attack, road safety as well as 
incidents of theft or robbery.

Turn to page2

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

OVER 80 percent of the country’s districts 
have no rescue centres in case of fire out-
breaks, thus hampering any rescue effort, the 
National Assembly heard yesterday.

Vita Kawawa (pictured), the chairman of 
the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Security 
standing committee of the legislature, said in 
a report that 120 districts have no fire rescue 
centres, with 80 fire rescue centres found in 
64 districts.

This state of fire readiness countrywide 
was provided when tabling the committee’s 
report for February 2023 to last month, with 
an auxiliary observation that the majority of 
people lack knowledge on safe approaches to 
fighting hazards such as fire.

He said that the Fire and Rescue Force has 
a shortage of 3,000 officers, impacting its 
preparations in tackling disasters like fires 
and floods.

It also needs upwards of 237 fire tenders, 
28 turntable ladders and 28 Hazmat vehicles 
specialised for fire fighting, while lacking 168 
rescue tenders.

It similarly has a shortage of 38 cranes and 
38 fire rescue boats for use in the country’s 
water bodies, the report indicated.

In the current financial year the force was 
allocated 9.93bn/- for development purposes 
but with four months remaining, no develop-
ment project funds had been disbursed by 

the Treasury, the committee underlined.
The disbursement of development funds 

by the Treasury to the Home Affairs ministry 
and its institutions is not satisfactory, noting 
that from July to December 2023 just over 23 
percent of the ministry’s allocated budget 
was disbursed.

Debating the report, MPs o demanded that 
the government work to timely allocate ap-
proved budgets, relating to the Fire and Res-
cue Force.

Agnes Hokororo (Special Seats) described 
fire rescue services as being of critical impor-
tance for the community, as the outbreak of 
disasters affect daily economic activities and 
life prospects, like when markets are gutted 
down in a fire outbreak.

She said the Fire and Rescue Force is lack-
ing equipment for it to properly undertake 
most of its daily activities.

“No funds have been disbursed by the 
Treasury so far. There is no helicopter for 
the force,” she specified, demanding that the 
Finance ministry make sure that allocated 
funds are timely disbursed.

Regina Qwaray (Special Seats) urged the 
government to ensure that fire rescue cent-
ers are built in all districts and provided with 
the required facilities.

As hazards and disasters break out unex-
pectedly the government needs to be pre-
pared all the time. “Huge economic losses 
have been recorded due to burning up of 
markets when fire rescue services are de-
layed,” the MP added.

By Guardian Reporter

Poland has agreed to provide insurance 
guarantees for the standard gauge 
railway slots three and four through its 

export credit agency KUKE, President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan has announced.

She said at a joint press conference yesterday 
that this decision is one among issues agreed 
in talks with the visiting Polish president An-
drzej Duda, with the two countries agreeing to 
start presumably weekly direct flights between 
them, to strengthen bilateral ties and increase 
trade volumes.

The two leaders agreed to revitalize dip-
lomatic cooperation in strategic sectors like 
information and communication technology 
(ICT), health, education, agriculture and tour-
ism, she said, pointing at the need to intensify 
the use of technology in the manufacturing and 
mining sectors.

President Duda arrived in the country on 
Thursday, on the second stage of a tour of three 
African countries, where President Samia said 
at the briefing that the Polish leader’s visit is 
testimony to the vibrant bilateral relationship 
obtaining between the two countries.

Turn to page2

 By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

CHIEF Justice Prof Ibrahim 
Juma has castigated behav-
iour by public officials who 
violate people’s rights and 
constitute unethical behav-
iour which is punishable by 
law.
Gracing an event to mark the 
judiciary’s Ethics and Human 
Rights Day, he said court ad-
ministration will take steps 
against officials contraven-
ing the country’s laws and if 
convicted will be sentenced 
accordingly
Hailing top state authori-
ties for taking appropriate 
against those involved when 

corruption rears its head, he 
emphasizes that the judici-
ary is watchful to deal with 
anyone seen to be violating 
the laws of the land.
Habits that make public 
officials unfaithful include 
indulging in corrupt practices 
as this endangers community 
development and harmony, 
he said, insisting that public 
and private sector officials 
must perform their duties 
without soliciting or offering 
bribes.
The top judicial administra-
tor pointed at constitutional 
provisions on the issue, 
notably section 132 (5) (c), 
saying these provisions are 

the foundation for ethical 
conduct for public officials.
Public officials engaging in 
corruption deny the people 
their basic rights, and impact 
their development and the 
nation generally, he said, 
highlighting that this is also a 
crime and punishable by law.
In taking a public official 
or one in the private sector 
commits a crime and violates 
human rights, contraven-
ing Sections 12 - 21 of the 
constitution, he asserted, 
noting that if corruption 
is not tamed, it becomes 
entrenched as an informal 
structure “that swallows and 
eradicates the official sys-

tem.”
Political leaders, public of-
ficials and individual citizens 
have the responsibility to 
oppose every kind of such 
vice in the community, he 
declared, intoning that acts 
of corruption constitute in 
the oppression of the wider 
public.
The same applies to theft 
or embezzlement of public 
funds, misuse of state prop-
erty and deliberate violation 
of the rights of individual 
persons, he said.
Jenista Mhagama, the Public 
Service and Good Govern-
ance minister in the Presi-
dent’s Office, said the fight 

against corruption is the 
responsibility of everyone 
and not just a matter of law 
enforcement.
Judge Sivangilwa Mwangesi, 
the ethics commissioner, said 
Tanzania joins members of 
the United Nations in mark-
ing International Anti-Cor-
ruption Day, for which the 
United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption (UNCAC) 
was created.
The government decided to 
call it Ethics Day, marked an-
nually on December 10, with 
officials visiting Isanga and 
Msalato prisons to dialogue 
with convicts on human 
rights and ethics, he added.

 By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Has-
san has pardoned 1,631 prison-
ers on various merit criteria, 

including lactating mothers and preg-
nant women inmates to mark 61 years 
of independence.

Home Aff airs minister Hamad Yusuf 
Masauni said in a statement yesterday 
that the pardon was issued under sec-
tion 45(I) (d) of the Union constitution 
for inmates with appropriate merit, 
having remitted a quarter of their sen-
tences after the normal one third re-
mission.

Of the pardoned inmates, 101 were 
freed on Saturday and 1,530 will re-
main in jail to fi nish their remaining 
jail time after receiving the pardon, he 
said.

Others in the presidential pardon 
are those with acute diseases and near-
ing the end of their sentences, espe-
cially where they are of 70 years old or 
above, the statement indicated.

“The list includes women prisoners 
who were committed to prison while 
pregnant, or those with babies,” the 
minister noted, pointing at prisoners 
with mental or physical incapacity as 
pardoned as well.

These conditions ought to have been 
certifi ed by a panel chaired by regional 
or district medical offi  cers for an in-
mate to be approved for the pardon, he 
stated.

Still another group comprises pris-
oners sentenced to prison and serving 
for a period of 15 years or more, plus 
those serving life sentences who have 
served their sentences for 20 years or 
more.

“Also included those whose death 
sentences were commuted to life and 
have been in prison for 20 or more 
years since they started serving their 
death sentences,” he said.

Those who do not qualify for the 
presidential pardon include prison-
ers convicted of sexual off ences, ab-
duction or child thefts, impregnating 
school girls or other crimes relating to 
gender based violence (GBV) and child 
abuse, or involvement in human, drugs 
or arms traffi  cking, the statement un-
derlined.

Prisoners convicted of being in pos-
session of human parts, armed rob-
bery or attempted to commit such 
crimes, those found in possession of 
government trophies or poached plus 
those convicted of theft or embezzle-
ment of public funds and property are 
missing from the pardon, the minister 
affi  rmed.

Prisoners serving sentences for es-
caping or trying to escape from lawful 
custody are assisting attempts to com-
mit the crimes were similarly exclud-
ed, he added.
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REA to increase clean energy use

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

STAKEHOLDERS in the education and 
health sectors see the provision of 
comprehensive education on HIV/
AIDS, gender-based violence (GBV) 
and safe reproductive health (SRH) as 
essential for primary and secondary 
education.
Dr Tumaini Haonga, the Health 
ministry’s assistant director 
for public education, made this 
affirmation at the weekend when 
launching the results of a study 
conducted by the National Institute 
for Medical Research (NIMR) in 
collaboration with the country office 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO).
Stakeholders see the provision of 
education in these spheres as vital 
in protecting pupils from effects 
resulting from ignorance and 
experimental behaviour in early 
adulthood. Being aware shall help 
to build an informed and healthy 
generation, he said.
He referred to disturbing statistics 
on HIV infection, early pregnancies 
and incidents of sexual violence 
on school children, showing that 
rising incidents of violence relate to 
improper and inadequate education 
on these matters at an early stage.
The study explored links of 
understanding to attitudes and 
behavior among school children on 
HIV, GBV and SRH, and the results 
show that primary and secondary 
school learners lack helpful 
knowledge on the issues.
Less than 50 percent of 4320 
participants in the study were seen 
to have a functional understanding of 
the issues, the medic stated.

CCM vice chairman for Zanzibar, President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi is embraced by his mother, former Zanzibar and then Union first lady Siti 
Mwinyi upon landing at the Abeid Amani Karume International Airport yesterday, back from the 10th CCM general meeting and electoral 
congress where he won massive approval from members to take over the post. Right is his wife Mariam Mwinyi.           Photo: State House 

EU partnership bloc meet
focuses on peace, security
 By Guardian Reporter

MEMBER countries of the 
Organisation of African, Carib-
bean and Pacifi c States (OACPS), 
linked in close economic ties 
with the European Union, are 
seeking a generalised commit-
ment to the maintenance of 
peace and security.

Prime Minister Kassim Ma-
jaliwa issued the government’s 
pledge in that direction when 
standing in for President Sa-

mia Suluhu Hassan at the 10th 
OACPS conference in the Ango-
lan capital of Luanda late last 
week.

The Prime Minister’s Offi  ce 
said in a statement at the week-
end that the premier reaffi  rmed 
the government’s commitment 
in that direction, as part of 
OACPS block eff orts to boost 
growth opportunities as peace 
is vital for investment fl ows and 
the pursuit of sustainable devel-

opment.
Challenges that member 

states face, including those aris-
ing from the Covid-19 pandemic 
and eff ects of regional war in 
Europe, the EU partnership 
bloc was pursuing goals of inter-
nal and inter-state harmony as a 
centre for coordinating such ef-
forts, it said.

Underlining Tanzania’s in-
tention to closely engage with 
OACPS secretariat in pursuing 

member states’ goals, the pre-
mier said each of the member 
states must cultivate that objec-
tive for joint achievements to be 
realised.

Since OACPS was established 
in 1975 various common objec-
tives have been attained, with 
benefi ts accruing to the 79 
member countries by imple

Schools to 
include HIV, 
GBV topics

1,631 exit jails on Independence Day

CJ: Corruption denies people essential rights
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Poland is among the 10 top 
countries regarding the sources 
of tourist visitations to Tanzania, 
the host president noted, while 
the visiting leader said Tanza-
nia and Poland have decades of 
friendship.

The flow of tourists from the 
European country to Tanzania 
was a sign that the relationship 
was growing, he said, extending 
a hand of welcome to Tanza-

nian youths to study in Poland 
in trending spheres like ICT, en-
vironment and climate change 
mitigation fields.

The visit is poised to bol-
ster bilateral ties and pave the 
way for enhanced cooperation 
across various sectors, he said, 
meanwhile as he was expected 
to visit a treatment project at the 
Aga Khan Hospital in the com-
mercial capital.

The facility has received 
$1.137m for a site tour of the 
Improving Emergency Care in 

Tanzania (IMECT), funded by 
Polish Aid with intent to provid-
ing assistance in treatment and 
educating healthcare service 
providers.

President Duda, accompanied 
by a business delegation, em-
barked on a tour of Kenya, Tan-
zania and Rwanda from the 5th 
to 9th February, aimed at boost-
ing economic ties and strategic 
cooperation.

Online sources cited remarks 
by President Duda as he arrived 
in Nairobi that his Africa visit 

aims at seeking more bilateral 
ties with African nations as well 
as “fighting against Russian mis-
information.” 

An earlier entry noted that Po-
land’s Armed Forces Day parade 
back in August 2023 marked 
the 103rd anniversary of vic-
tory over the Soviet Union in the 
Battle of Warsaw, the country’s 
capital, to remove vestiges of 
Russian imperial rule over most 
of that country.

At the start of his African 
tour, Kenya signed two bilateral 

agreements with Poland relat-
ing to agro-sector trade and re-
moving double taxation in the 
conduct of business between 
the two countries, the sources 
added.

Poland rolls safety net for SGR insurance

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi hosts talks at Zanzibar State House yesterday with AARP chief executive officer Jo Ann C. Jenkins (2nd-L) and HelpAge International Country 
(Tanzania) director Smart Daniel. AARP, formerly the American Association of Retired Persons, is an interest group in the US focusing on issues affecting people aged over 50. It is 
nonprofit, nonpartisan organisation dedicated to empowering elderly Americans to choose how they live as they age.. Photo: Zanzibar State House

Online sources 
cited remarks by 
President Duda 
as he arrived in 
Nairobi that his 
Africa visit

Tabling the committee’s 
report for the period cover-
ing February 2023 to Janu-
ary 2024, he pointed at fast 
growth of major urban ar-
eas as attracting criminals, 
whose operations need to be 
halted with the help of tech-
nology.

The Safer Cities project 
is going to be conducted by 
the Police Corporation Sole 
with a $145m loan extended 
by the United Arab Emirates, 
he said, elaborating that the 
project includes the instal-
lation of surveillance equip-
ment likely to signal criminal 
events when detected on 
CCTV cameras.

 The project will improve 
criminal investigation by pro-
viding data that will be useful 
to the police as evidence, he 
said, insisting that as part of 
combating crime in cities, 
it is of great importance to 
ensure that this project is im-
plemented as intended.

He asserted that reports 

on the state of crime and 
security show an increase 
in crime incidents in cities 
that can be controlled by us-
ing surveillance technology, 
regretting a rise in crimes 
against persons, “which if 
not controlled will continue 
to cause serious effects and 
harm in the society.”

The committee urged the 
government to collaborate 
with religious leaders and 
other stakeholders to sensi-
tize the public on the effects 
of violence, the importance 
of upholding a moral soci-
ety starting from the family 
level.

“Doing so will help build 
a society with morals, with-
out vices and sheer lust for 
wealth,” he declared.

The government should 
effectively engage local gov-
ernment authorities to coor-
dinate various issues at the 
community level, including 
protection and security in 
families to appreciate one 
another in upbringing chil-
dren, he added.

Deputy Prime Minister and Energy minister Dr Doto Biteko (R) in tête-à-tête with Kigamboni legislator Dr Faustine Ndugulile in the National Assembly debating chamber in 
Dodoma city yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

MPs approve Safer 
Cities CCTV cover

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

THE government has been urged to fast-track 
review of the National Water Policy of 2002 to 
allow speedier implementation of projects in 
rural and urban areas.

Tabling Water and Environment Committee’s 
report for the period of February 2023 to Janu-
ary 2024 in the National Assembly yesterday, its 
chairman Jackson Kiswaga said delay to review 
the policy has been hindering development of 
the sector.

“The committee has been repeatedly advis-
ing the government regarding the policy, and 
the delay to review it has been a setback to 
implementation of clean water projects, espe-
cially on participation of the private sector,” he 

said.
He said the august house resolved that the 

government should take strong and immedi-
ate actions to ensure the review of the policy 
is completed.

Kiswaga further said that water availability 
in many urban and rural areas for various uses 
including domestic, livestock, agriculture and 
industrial production, is still limited.

According to him, the situation could lead 
to various effects, including conflicts between 
water users, declining production and disease 
outbreaks.

He further said that the MPs have also re-
solved that the government should prepare 
national guidelines for rainwater harvesting in 
order to have sufficient reserves of the precious 

liquid for various uses.
Kiswaga said there has been a huge loss of 

rainwater while the demand is rising on daily 
basis, thus the storage of the water is crucial to 
meet the demand.

The committee also resolved that the process 
of establishing the National Water Grid should 
continue to be worked on quickly to enable the 
nation have sufficient water distribution net-
work that will help to improve availability in all 
parts of the country.

Kiswaga said citizens should be fully involved 
in planning, construction and handover of wa-
ter projects to enable them participate effec-
tively in the protection and sustainability of the 
schemes.

The committee also suggested that priority in 

the implementation of various water projects 
should be given to local contractors in order to 
build their capacity.

He said other recommendations include 
strengthening and empowering the monitoring 
and evaluation unit under the Ministry of Wa-
ter to identify areas with water challenges with 
the aim of addressing them.

Further, the committee directed the minis-
try to consider setting a budget for execution 
of various projects pledged by national lead-
ers and continue to control water charges in 
all parts of the country to enable all citizens to 
have access to clean and safe water.

On destruction of water sources due to hu-
man activities, the chairman said that there has 
been a significant increase of human activities 

in water sources, causing pollution, destruction 
of water infrastructure and high cost in execu-
tion of water projects.

He said that in order to address the situation, 
the National Assembly resolved that the gov-
ernment should continue to promote conser-
vation of water sources.

According to the committee’s report, water 
availability in the country has reached 88 per-
cent in urban areas and 77 percent in rural ar-
eas.

The committee said that after the completion 
of water infrastructure in 9,670 villages out of 
the 12,318 villages, water availability is expected 
to reach 91 percent in urban areas and 80 per-
cent in rural areas.

ENDS/sws/sm 
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Committee wants review of national water policy  

LILONGWE

MALAWI has removed visa re-
strictions for travellers from 79 
countries in an effort to boost 
tourism and trade in the coun-
try.

Homeland Security Minister 
Ken Zikhałe, in a gazette notice 
on Wednesday, amended the 
immigration regulations - ef-
fectively lifting visa barriers for 
citizens of the UK, China, Rus-
sia, Germany, Australia, Canada, 
Belgium, Ghana, The Gambia, 
Sierra Leone, France and others.

Nationals from the Southern 
African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) and the Common 
Market for Eastern and South-
ern Africa (COMESA) are also 
exempt from visa requirements.

This excludes countries that 
impose visa requirements on 
Malawian citizens.

The changes also include ex-
emptions for certain groups 

such as diplomats and govern-
ment officials, and countries 
that have mutual exchange 
agreements for multiple-entry 
visas with Malawi.

The validity of multiple entry 
visas in Malawi is now up to 12 
months, according to the new 
visa regulations.

“This monumental decision 
isn’t just about visas; it’s about 
unleashing the untapped poten-
tial of our beloved Malawi and 
inviting the world to experience 
its wonders first-hand,” Tourism 
Minister Vera Kamtukule told lo-
cal media.

The British High Commission 
in Malawi urged its nationals to 
take advantage of the relaxed 
visa restrictions to visit a range 
of popular tourist attractions in 
the southern African country.

Malawi joins Kenya and Rwan-
da in opening up their countries 
for African travellers.

Malawi lifts visa 
restrictions for 
79 countries

This monumental decision isn’t just 
about visas; it’s about unleashing 
the untapped potential of our 
beloved Malawi and inviting the 
world to experience its wonders 
first-hand
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Vice President Dr Philip Mpango pictured at the Karume Institute of Science and Technology in Zanzibar yesterday watering a tree he had just planted in the course of an environmental 
protection drive. Photo: VPO

‘Govt will continue investing 
massively in health sector’

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar 

VICE President Dr Philip Mpango has said the government 
will continue to invest heavily in the health sector, especially in 
the prevention and treatment of non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs).

Dr Mpango made the remarks yesterday here when opening 
an international heart conference dubbed ‘Heart Team Africa 
– CARDIONTAN, supported by the Jakaya Kikwete Cardiac In-
stitute ( JKCI).

Themed: ‘Advances in Cardiovascular Care in Africa’, the 
conference brought together about 500 delegates from 40 
countries to discuss and share experience on issues related to 
heart complications. 

According to him, the government sets aside 63bn/- every 
year for the implementation of various interventions at JKCI 
with efforts being made to enable it provide quality services.

“Failure to provide priority in the fight against non-commu-
nicable diseases in many African countries has greatly contrib-
uted to the increase of cardiac challenges. So, it is better for the 
healthcare providers to continue to educate the public on how 
to avoid engaging in acts or behaviours that may lead to dis-
eases,” he said.

He commended JKCI for a job well done especially for its ef-
forts to educate the public on heart diseases but also for the 
provision of quality services which have saved lives of many 
people. He wanted the summit’s participants to utilise the op-
portunity well, especially the skills obtained from the training 
and go and make changes in provision of health services in 
their respective countries.

Dr Mpango directed Health Minister Ummy Mwalimu to start 
looking for partners and prepare a robust plan to get funds for 
the construction of cardiac treatment centres in the country. 
Earlier, the JKCI executive director Dr Peter Kisenge said that 
the institute’s goal is to grow by opening a cardiac treatment 
facility for African nations.

Dr Kisenge said once the dream comes true, it would not 
only promote the notion of medical tourism, but it will also cut 
the cost of cardiac treatment for inhabitants of African coun-
tries. He added that to ensure cardiac services reach more Tan-
zanians JKCI has launched a competency programme in the 
regional hospitals of KCMC (Kilimanjaro), Bugando (Mwanza), 
Mbeya, Benjamin Mkapa (Dodoma), and Chato (Geita).

“Through this programme, we have managed to conduct 
special medical camps in more than 10 regions and also in 
Zambia, Rwanda and Malawi,” he said.

He said these steps were made possible by the government’s 
enormous investment in the institution, which reduced refer-
rals for cardiac care overseas by 95 percent.

Hassan Khamis Hafidh, Zanzibar’s deputy health minister, 
complimented the JKCI for its efforts to increase access to car-
diac treatment services in the country.

He said the government of Zanzibar has built 10 district hos-
pitals and one regional hospital over the course of three years, 
equipping them with cutting-edge technology in order to im-
prove access and quality of health services in the isles.

By Henry Mwangonde

THE government has called for 
coordinated efforts and partner-
ship with development partners 
in exploring innovative approach-
es for drafting of the national de-
velopment vision 2050 to build 
an inclusive and resilient econo-
my which can withstand global 
uncertainties.

Speaking during the 2024 Tech-
nical Level Strategic Dialogue in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday, Perma-
nent Secretary in the ministry of 
Finance Dr Natu Mwamba said 
there is need for coordinated ef-
forts to mobilise concessional re-

sources to realize the envisaged 
national priorities.

“In the same vein, this dialogue 
will explore more on innovative 
approaches, climate financing to 
catalyse our transition towards 
a low-carbon climate-resilient 
economy, public-private partner-
ships and financial instruments 
tailored to Tanzania’s perspec-
tive,” she said.

She said Tanzania has the po-
tential to become a breadbasket 
for the East Africa region, Africa 
and the world at large. However, 
this potential remains underex-
ploited.

“This calls for the need to ex-

plore strategies and interventions 
that will accelerate transforma-
tion of Tanzania’s food systems to 
ensure food sufficiency. We have 
many initiatives in place to trans-
form our agriculture sector,” she 
added.

Speaking on the achievements 
in the Development Vision 2025, 
Lawrence Mafuru, Executive Sec-
retary of the National Planning 
Commission, said most of the pri-
orities have been achieved, giv-
ing an example that the economy 
which was projected to grow at an 
average of 8 percent grew by 6.8 
percent in the last two decades.

He said Tanzania maintained 

peace and stability both at local 
and international level through 
dialogue and peacekeeping ef-
forts. He said life expectancy grew 
to 65 years from 52 years two dec-
ades ago, adding that transport 
within the country was also an is-
sue which included going through 
other countries to reach a region 
in Tanzania.

“Enrollment in primary school 
has grown to 69 percent com-
pared to 50 percent in 2000 due 
to massive investment in educa-
tion,” he said.

Zlatan Milisic, United Nations 
Resident Coordinator who is 
Chairman of the Development 

Partner Group (DPG) said the dia-
logue was about collaboration for 
a shared future and DPG was part 
of the agenda.

He said the DPG is ready to 
work together with Tanzania to 
achieve robust macroeconomic 
development.

“Tanzania is a junction where 
investment in key sectors such as 
health and education can seize 
the opportunity for the growth of 
a country with half of its popula-
tion being youth,” he said.

He said investment in skills de-
velopment for the youth is impor-
tant in achieving the vision 2050 
with active women involvement.

Govt seeks partners in drafting Development Vision 2050
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By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE Prevention and Combat-
ing of Corruption Bureau (PCCB) 
in Dodoma Region has spotted 
irregularities and signs of corrup-
tion in 15 development projects 
worth 4.34bn/-.

These are among 35 develop-
ment projects worth more than 
21.16bn/- which were being moni-
tored by the bureau during their 
implementation.

Asha Kwariko, acting head of 
PCCB in the region said this here 
yesterday when speaking to jour-
nalists on the implementation of 
various activities by the bureau.

Kwariko said the projects are in 
various sectors, including three 
in health, education (24), con-
struction (four) and water (four).

“We were monitoring projects 
in education sector as our key 
area of focus because we were 
expecting a lot Form One pupils 
to be enrolled as compared to 
Standard One,” she said.

Kwariko said PCCB has laid 
down targets that are aimed at 
stopping incidents of corruption 
from happening.

“The objective is to monitor 
classroom construction projects 
to speed up the implementation 
of projects to close the loopholes 
of corruption and embezzlement 
that may occur during the ex-
ecution phase of the project,” she 
said.

“This includes monitoring pro-
jects around classroom construc-
tion, health centres and other 
projects that are ongoing through 

funds disbursed for improving 
nursery and primary education 
and follow-up on complaints 
about existing land disputes.”

She said the government has 
been disbursing funds to execute 
various development projects 
but there are a few individuals 
who have been engaging in em-
bezzlement of funds.

 “We have added more focus on 
keeping watch over projects that 
are heavily funded by the govern-
ment in order to close loopholes 
for corruption,” she said.

The acting PCCB boss said 
more emphasis has also been 
placed on increasing awareness 
building efforts by using various 
means, especially youth groups.

 “Alongside the establishment 
of debate competitions in sec-
ondary schools and universities 
to spread awareness on the ef-
fects of corruption in Dodoma, 
we will continue educating the 
public especially youth through 
the cooperation between PCCB, 
the public and the Drug Control 
and Enforcement Authority,” she 
said. Kwariko stated that another 
key focus area is the systematic 
evaluation of areas with a lot of 
complaints in social service deliv-
ery and the projects that impact 
the community.

“We have also planned to inves-
tigate the claims listed in the re-
port by the Controller and Audi-
tor General (CAG) on the misuse 
of government office and abuse 
of power at land department in 
Dodoma urban and other allega-
tions.

PCCB ‘smells’ corruption in 
15 projects worth 4.34bn/-

Govt mulls having Samia image on banknotesBy Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

A PERMANENT imprint of Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan in collec-
tive memory is being considered by 
stamping an official portrait of the 
president on banknotes and coins, 
the government has declared.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
aired this intention in the National As-
sembly yesterday when responding to 
Ng’wasi Kamani (Special Seats) during 
the spot questions hour with the PM.

Stamping the president’s official 
image would he conducted upon con-
sultations with the Bank of Tanzania 
(BoT), he told the MP who wanted to 
know if the government sees the need 

to keep a permanent record of Presi-
dent Samia, by putting her image on 
banknotes and coins.

The MP affirmed that she was aware 
that in 2006 the National Assembly 
passed the Bank of Tanzania Act, 
2006 where section 27, sub-section 
1 (b) provides for minor changes on 
banknotes and coins, like periodic in-
duction of images.

She also intimated the importance 
of the fact that in 2021 a female presi-
dent assumed the top national func-
tions and took a commendable lead-
ership role around the world.

Illustrating the point, she said that 
the US Congress is currently in the 
process of passing a bill where Harriet 
Tubman, an activist who played a crit-
ical role against slavery, to have her 
face inducted on the $20 banknote.

Nigeria, Malawi and Tunisia have al-
ready considered induction of images 
of former presidents on their curren-
cies, she stated, intoning that such 
moves were supported by the World 
Bank and the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF).

Responding, the premier said that 
induction of face images relates to 

unique contributions to the nation 
for founder presidents Mwalimu Ju-
lius Nyerere and Sheikh Abeid Amani 
Karume, for Tanganyika and Zan-
zibar respectively, and then for the 
union.

Images are used in keeping memo-
ries by their presence on the cur-
rency, the same applies to wildlife 
images in the promotion of tourism, 
she said.

“Decisions to induct presidents’ 
images on banknotes and coins are 
often made by themselves in consul-
tation with the central bank,” he said.

Meanwhile, the premier has assured 
the general public that the shortage of 
sugar facing the country will end be-
fore the Ramadan fasting season start-
ing late next month, with plans afoot to 
import 100,000 tonnes.

The pledge comes as the Quaresma 
partial fasting period starts next week, 
but it is the Ramadan fasting that 
stokes fears of rapid price hikes on 
sugar and a variety of staples, with the 
premier affirming that excessive rains 
disrupted work on sugarcane planta-
tions flooded with water, impeding 
the harvest.

Stella Manyanya (Nyasa) had de-
manded to know government plans to 
end the sugar shortage before Rama-
dan starts.  “The Ministry of Agricul-
ture has already issued a sugar import 
license for over 100,000 tonnes to the 
business community that includes 
sugar producers as an emergency re-
action,” the premier said in assurance.

Importation of sugar has started and 
the government is confident that the 
shortage will be rapidly fixed, he said, 
in the wake of remarks by Agriculture 
minister Hussein Bashe last week 
that Kilombero Sugar Co. is currently 
producing 250 tonnes on a daily ba-
sis, while its installed capacity is 700 
tonnes.	

By Guardian Reporter 

THE East African Community (EAC) 
and the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) Commission 
have agreed to further foster bilateral 
engagement to strengthen peer learn-
ing between regional economic com-
munities (RECs).

This was reached early mid-week 
when a special EAC delegation paid a 
visit to the ECOWAS Commission head-
quarters in Abuja, Nigeria on a bench-
marking mission.

 Led by Andrea Aguer Ariik Malueth, 
Deputy Secretary General in charge of 
infrastructure, productive, social and 
political sectors, the visit on 5th and 
6th of this month meant to enhance 
integration in the region.

 A statement availed to the media 
on Thursday noted that the delegation 
was received by Dr Omar Alieu Touray, 
President of ECOWAS Commission.

 In his address, Dr Touray highlight-
ed the importance of collaborations 
among the Regional Economic Com-
munities (RECs), adding” “It is good we 

learn from each other.”
Malueth equally emphasised the 

importance of EAC learning from the 
experiences of ECOWAS in their jour-
ney to effectively promote trade and 
integration.

“We believe that EAC and ECOWAS 
can learn from each other and jointly 
promote regional integration in Afri-
ca,” said the DSG who represented EAC 
Secretary General Dr Peter Mathuki.

The EAC delegation also held discus-
sions with the Office of the Vice Presi-
dent on institutional reforms imple-
mented at the ECOWAS Commission in 
the last decade.

Further, sectoral discussions were 
held with the Commissioner for In-
ternal Services, the Commissioner for 
Political Affairs, Peace and Security, the 
Commissioner for Infrastructure, En-
ergy and Digitalisation, as well as the 
Commissioner for Economic Affairs 
and Agriculture.

The mission was supported by GIZ 
as part of the cooperation between the 
German Government and the EAC on 
organisational development.

EAC, ECOWAS for peer learning 
to enhance regional integration

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Njombe 

POLICE in Njombe Region 
have arrested four people, in-
cluding two civil servants and 
one security guard, for alleg-
edly stealing building materials 
at a hospital construction site.

Butusyo Mwambelo, acting 
Njomber regional police com-
mander told reporters here 

yesterday that the incidence 
occurred in the evening of 
January 31, this year at Mlowa 
Ward where Makambako Town 
Council Hospital is being built.

The acting RPC gave details 
of the suspects as a doctor at 
the hospital who kept the store 
keys and a storekeeper who 
was tasked with maintaining 
the building materials.

He further stated that the se-
curity guard was arrested after 
his house was searched and 
some of the missing construc-
tion materials for the hospital 
discovered.

“A theft incident has occurred 
and our investigation linked 
four people to the crime,” the 
officer said while withholding 
details of the fourth suspect.

Residents of the area ap-
peared shocked and appalled, 
requested the government to 
intensify investigation, arrest 
all suspects and punish those 
behind the act.

 Ezekia Chongolo told this pa-
per that while it is repugnant to 
see that some people sabotage 
development projects for their 
personal benefit

“There have been previous 
reports of construction materi-
als being stolen here at Mlowa 
hospital and the worst thing is 
that fingers are not pointed at 
outsiders but insiders,” he said.

Dr Alexander Mchome, 
Makambako Town Council 
Medical Officer said: “We are 
aware of the incidence. How-
ever, if you require informa-

tion, please write a letter to 
the council director and if he 
agrees, the person in charge of 
giving information will assist 
you,” he said.

Odilo Fute, Mlowa Ward 
Councillor, acknowledged that 
construction materials were 
stolen and the matter was re-
ferred to law enforcement for 
investigation and further ac-

tion. “I got this information on 
Friday and according to my 
source, doors were not broken 
which suggests that those who 
did it just opened the door and 
took the materials,” Fute said.

Hangaika Ngohonzela, chair-
man of Mlowa Street, requested 
an immediate investigation by 
government authorities so as to 
arrest all who were involved.

Police hold four over missing hospital building materials 

Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups minister Dr Dorothy Gwajima (C) speaks at yesterday’s launch in Dar es Salaam of training for jour-
nalists on online violence against children. She is UNICEF (Tanzania Office) child protection and safety expert Joseph Matikbwi (R) and Mathias Haule, an assistant 
director in the Community Development ministry. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

Special Seats legislator Stella Ikupa (R), who is also Ikupa Trust Fund director, pictured in Dodoma city yesterday presenting to Foundation for Disabilities Hope director 
Maiko Salali various items for use by members the latter foundation in Dodoma Region. Photo: Correspondent Paul Mabeja
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Through WIMS and other government sys-
tems, our institution has been able to collect 
and store vital information concerning eco-
nomic activities taking place in the country

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE Occupational Safety and Health Author-
ity (OSHA) has said that the use of information 
and communication technology (ICT) has sig-
nificantly eased its work.

Raymond Machary, Head of ICT at OSHA, said 
this during the 4th summit of e-Government 
Authority (eGA) on management of safety and 
health issues at workplace which took place in 
Arusha Region recently.

Machary said that through the system, they 
have been able to prepare effective strategies for 
protecting human capital at workplaces against 
risks of diseases and accidents.

He said that OSHA has made significant steps 
in the use of ICT through its Workplace Infor-
mation Management System (WIMS) which has 
been linked with other government systems, 
including the Government Electronic Payment 
Gateway (GePG).

“Through WIMS and other government sys-
tems, our institution has been able to collect 
and store vital information concerning econom-
ic activities taking place in the country which 
simplifies the management of health and safety 
issues in a workplace. The system enables our 
stakeholders to access our services, including 
registration of their workplaces without paying 
OSHA offices a visit,” he said.   

“For instance, OSHA has the capacity to share 
information about ongoing construction pro-
jects in the country any time and currently the 
leading region with many ongoing projects is 
Dar es Salaam followed by Dodoma and Arusha. 
This was impossible before investing in ICT sys-
tems.”

Salum Rugambwa, director of customer ser-
vices at eGA commended OSHA for being at the 
forefront in the use of the systems.

“OSHA has an internal system they created by 
adhering to government guidelines managed by 
eGA. As e-government regulator, we continue 
working with other public institutions to ensure 
the present systems work efficiently, including 
provision of assistance by our experts whenever 
challenges arise,” he said.

OSHA seamlessly collects health, 
safety info through ICT  system

Mtwara Port manager Ferdinand Nyati (3rd-R) briefs editors from various media houses touring the gateway yesterday on infrastructural and 
other improvements recently made to the facility. Photo Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Kigoma

THE state-owned Marine Services 
Company Limited (MSCL) is later this 
month expected to commence major 
renovation of MV Liemba ship, an ac-
tivity which is set to take 18 months.

Once completed, the renovations 
work which will cost 32bn/- is expect-
ed to help strengthen transport ser-
vices in Lake Tanganyika.

MSCL acting manager Allen Butem-
bero said here yesterday that the re-
pair of the ship was supposed to start 
last month but it was delayed because 
the contractor did not complete some 
of the procedures, including having 
sufficient financial capital.

“The government through MSCL has 
allocated 600bn/- for the renovation 
of various ships, including those that 
work in Lake Victoria, Tanganyika and 
Nyasa. We have already sent request to 
the government and we hope that later 
this month, renovation of Mv Liemba 
will commence,” he said.

Butembero said along with the re-

pair of MV Liemba, the repair of MT 
Sangara tanker ship is in the final stag-
es as well as improvement projects at 
Kigoma port which will cost 19bn/- in 
a project implemented by the govern-
ment to improve transport and trans-
portation services in Lake Tanganyika 
and support transportation through 
the central railway.

“Lake Tanganyika has a challenge of 
lack of reliable transport services which 
is also contributed by many of its ships 
being worn out while others includ-
ing MV Mwongozo are being used for 
research activities. The repairs of MV 
Liemba and MT Sangara will solve a 
major transport challenge and stimu-
late regional trade,” he said.

Butembero further said that the 
government has also commenced con-
struction of a new ship which will pro-
vide services in Lake Victoria between 
Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda, a project 
which will cost 113bn/-.

Speaking on the move, some trad-
ers said that the ships will greatly help 
stimulate trade and strengthen eco-
nomic diplomacy between the coun-

tries surrounding the lake.
Baraka Ambrose, one of the traders, 

said there is a big challenge in trans-
porting goods especially cement from 
Tanzania to the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, a situation which weakens 
trade due to delay in delivery of the 
goods. “Lake Tanganyika is an im-
portant link between Tanzania and 
the Great Lakes countries, especially 
Zambia, DRC, Burundi and Rwanda 
because of being part of human trans-
port and transportation of cargo from 
the Port of Dar es Salaam. So, when 
the renovations of the ships and con-
struction of new ones is completed, 
there will be reliable transportation 
services thus addressing many chal-
lenges,” he said.

Maisara Nkana, a trader at Buhan-
da-Businde underscored the need for 
the government to supervise the ren-
ovation for the works to be completed 
on time and bring relief to citizens.

“We want the government to help 
us on this as President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan promised to open up Kigoma 
Region economically,” he said.

Major MV Liemba renovation 
now slated for later this month 

JOHANNESBURG 

SOUTH African government is ex-
pected to establish a Climate Change 
Response Fund to address the devas-
tating effects of the phenomenon on 
vulnerable areas in the country.

Over the past few years, parts of 
South Africa have been ravaged by 
floods – particularly in KwaZulu-Natal 
– as well as fires in other parts of the 
country and drought.

“This will bring together all spheres 
of government and the private sector 
in a collaborative effort to build our 
resilience and respond to the impacts 
of climate change,” President Cyril 
Ramaphosa said on Thursday.

This came as the president de-
livered the last State of the Nation 
Address (SONA) of the sixth admin-
istration before a joint sitting of the 
National Assembly and National 
Council of Provinces at the Cape 
Town City Hall.

President Ramaphosa explained 
that furthermore, through reforms, 
government is positioning the econ-
omy for “future growth in a world 
shaped by climate change and a revo-
lution in green technologies.”

“In the last three years, our coun-
try has seen an increase in extreme 
weather events, often with disastrous 
consequences. This is why we are im-
plementing a just energy transition, 
not only to reduce carbon emissions 
and fight climate change, but to cre-
ate growth and jobs for our own peo-
ple.

“We will undertake this transition at 
a pace, scale and cost that our country 
can afford and in a manner that ensures 
energy security.

“With our abundance of solar, wind 
and mineral resources, we are going to 
create thousands of jobs in renewable 
energy, green hydrogen, green steel, 
electric vehicles and other green prod-
ucts.”

The president highlighted that green 
hydrogen and electric vehicle manufac-
turing are receiving particular attention. 

“We are going to set up a Special Eco-
nomic Zone in the Boegoebaai port to 
drive investment in green energy. There 
is a great deal of interest from the pri-

vate sector to participate in the boom 
that will be generated from green hydro-
gen energy projects.

“We have decided to support electric 
vehicle manufacturing in South Africa 
to grow our automotive sector, which 
provides good jobs to thousands of 
workers. We have decided to give spe-
cial focus to regions like Mpumalanga 
to enable the creation of new industries, 
new economic opportunities, and sus-
tainable jobs.

“And in the past year, we have in-
creased the financing pledges for our 
Just Energy Transition Investment Plan 
from around R170 billion to almost 
R240 billion,” he said,

South Africa to establish climate change response fund
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‘Preventive approach effective in controlling drug abuse’ 
By Guardian Correspondent, Bagamoyo

Preventive approach involving 
families, schools, communities and 
media is the cheapest and most effec-
tive way of reducing drug abuse, it has 
been advised.

Dr Kandi Lussingu, Bagamoyo 
district medical officer, said this on 
Thursday during the launch of a 
project that seeks to enhance access 
to justice and other social services 

through legal aid services.
The project is being coordinated by 

Life & Hope Rehabilitation Organisa-
tion (LHRO), a non-governmental or-
ganization which runs a sober house 
to care for drug addicts in Bagamoyo 
District, Coast Region.

 “When education is provided to 
communities about drug addicts as 
patients who need support, there 
will be no stigma and the victims will 
know their rights, seek help and once 

sober help other people from getting 
involved in drug use,” he said.

He said that there are a lot of young 
Tanzanians who are drug addicts and 
that tomorrow’s workforce is being 
wasted due to drug addiction, add-
ing that that if they recover, they can 
make contribution as productive 
members of the society.

Al-Karim Bhaji, executive director 
of LHRO said the one-year project 
covers five wards, namely Dunda, Ma-

gomeni, Nianjema, Kisutu and Kilimo, 
adding that he has taken two reformed 
addicts from each ward who will be in-
volved in providing education to drug 
users. “In providing education the pro-
ject involves village leaders, ward police 
officers, court officials, social welfare of-
ficers and community member,” he said. 
Bhaji said that the organisation received 
more than 50m/- from the US Ambas-
sador for HIV/AIDS Relief fund (AFHR-
Grant) to run the project.

Delvin Maleko, Bagamoyo District 
Community Development Officer, said 
education about the effects of drug ad-
diction can help families to be more 
careful and help prepare young people 
to be future leaders.

“Without taking various measures 
such as LHRO’s to start a project to pro-
vide education, we will continue to have 
disadvantaged young people in our fam-
ilies and the community using drugs,” 
Maleko said. Dr Joshua Mwarami from 

Tanzania Health Promotion Support 
(THPS) said drug addiction challenge 
cannot be eliminated without adequate 
education for addicts, families and com-
munities surrounding them.

Mwarami said addicts need to get 
proper education about the use of 
methadone, education about their legal 
rights, as well as education about the 
effects of drug use in order to save 
other young people who plan to in-
dulge in the use of drugs.

By Guardian Reporter

WORKS Minister Innocent Bashungwa 
has instructed the Engineers Registration 
Board (ERB) to expand capacity building 
programmes for consulting engineers in or-
der to improve their knowledge and skills.

Bashungwa made the directive in Do-
doma on Thursday at a meeting with the 
board’s leaders and members where he em-
phasized the need to establish robust plans 
for advancement of professional consulting 
engineers.

“We want to see increased participation 
of local engineers and contractors in con-
struction works and project management,” 
he said.

The minister also wanted the board to 
ensure that graduate engineers participate 
in the structured internship programme for 
engineers on significant national projects in 
order to increase their capacity.

He also suggested that all challenging as-
pects of the Engineers Registration Act be 
examined and improved in order to encour-

age engineers to be creative and support 
the nation’s industrial development as well 
as advancements in science and technology.

“Create an enabling environment for lo-
cal consulting engineers to be able to par-
ticipate in projects to save government 
money,” he said.

The ministry’s permanent secretary Aisha 
Amour advised the board and management 
to collaborate in order to improve produc-
tivity.

Menye Manga, chairman of ERB advisory 
board, pledged to work with the manage-
ment to advance the engineering profession 
and increase the number of experts in the 
country.

Build capacity for our 
own  local consulting 
engineers, ERB told

Members of Turkey’s Red Crescent and those of the Women’s Forum of the Queen of Arusha pictured at Gendabi village in Hanang’ District on Thursday 
presenting an assortment of items to Tanzania Red Cross officials for onward handing-over to victims of mudslides that hit parts of the district in early 
December last year. Turkey’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Dr Mehmet Güllüoglu, witnessed the handover. Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya

GAZA 

UNITED Nations Secretary-General 
António Guterres has said that “for millions 
of people caught up in conflicts around the 
world life is a deadly daily hungry hell.”

Addressing the UN General Assembly on 
Wednesday, Guterres (pictured) added: “Re-
cord numbers are fleeing their homes in 
search of safety. And they are crying out for 
peace. And we must hear them and act. In the 
immediate term, we must continue to push 
for peace across the globe.”

He mentioned what could happen soon 
in the Israel-Hamas conflict: “I’m especially 
alarmed by reports that the Israeli military 
intends to focus next on Rafah, where hun-
dreds of thousands of Palestinians have been 
squeezed in a desperate search for safety. 
Such an action would exponentially increase 
what is already a humanitarian nightmare 
with untold regional consequences.”

Guterres also mentioned hotspots in 
Ukraine, Africa and Asia. “In Ukraine, I repeat 
my call for the justice and sustainable peace.”

“The fighting must stop in Sudan before it 
destroys even more lives and spreads.”

“In Myanmar, we need sustained interna-
tional and regional attention to help urgently 
for the best towards the democratic transi-
tion and return to civilian rule,” he added.

Guterres ended his speech with a call to all, 
“if countries fulfill their obligations under the 
charter, every person has a right to a life of 
peace and dignity would be guaranteed.”

UN chief calls conflicts 
around the world sad 
‘deadly daily hungry hell’

We want to see increased 
participation of local en-
gineers and contractors 
in construction works and 
project managemen

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma 

PRIME Minister Kassim Ma-
jaliwa has said the government 
is well prepared to restore in-
frastructure destroyed by heavy 
rains so that people can resume 
their activities in the affected 
areas.

Majaliwa made the statement 
on Thursday while responding 
to a question posed by Kishapu 

MP Boniphace Butondo who 
wanted to know the govern-
ment’s budgetary readiness to 
restore infrastructure destroyed 
by rain during the question-and-
answer session in the National 
Assembly.

He directed officials at the 
Tanzania National Roads Agen-
cy (TANROADS) and Tanzania 
Rural Roads Agency (TARURA) 
to ensure they inspect the affect-

ed areas and repair all roads and 
bridges that have been destroyed. 
While responding to a question 
by Nusrat Hanje (Special Seats) 
who asked about the govern-
ment’s preparedness to ensure 
children’s safety online, Majaliwa 
said that the government will 
continue to call for proper use of 
online platforms.

He said the world is moving to-
wards the major changes taking 

place in the use of electronic de-
vices, including digital economy 
but there are some people who 
have been misusing such systems 
such as bullying or abusing vul-
nerable groups such as women 
and children. 

“We talked about this when 
we recently passed the bill on po-
litical parties where we agreed to 
punish those found guilty of mis-
using online platforms to bully 

or humiliate other people in the 
political landscape. The govern-
ment has also placed a strategy to 
address child abuse, discrimina-
tion, and abuse against women 
and other groups,” he said.

Majaliwa asserted that the gov-
ernment through the Ministry of 
Community Development, Gen-
der, Women and Special Groups 
has placed a counter strategy to 
deal with individuals using on-

line media unlawfully to humili-
ate others. “The government 
will continue to regulate the 
use of social networks by taking 
stern measures against the per-
petrators,” he said. 

The PM also called on people 
living in valleys to relocate to el-
evated areas to avoid the risk of 
being affected by floods caused 
by the ongoing heavy rains 
across the country.

PM orders rebuilding of destroyed roads, bridges 

Manyoni district executive director Jimson Mhagama (C, gesturing) briefs Manyoni district commissioner Kemirembe Lwota (2nd-L) on Thursday as the latter made an assessment tour of the ongoing 
construction of a building to house a canteen at Solya Girls’ Secondary School. Photo: Correspondent Thobias Mwanakatwe
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By Guardian Correspondent, Makete

AUTHORITIES in Makete District, 
Njombe Region have promised to 
supervise the implementation of 
various development projects in or-
der to stimulate social and econom-
ic growth.

Juma Sweda, Makete District Com-
missioner made the remarks on 
Thursday here when inspecting an 
ongoing water project that will ben-
efit residents in the villages of Usali-
wani, Mfumbi and Ruaha in Mfumbi 
Ward.

“You are aware how important 
this project is; let me assure you 
that we are committed and we will 
supervise it to ensure that it is com-
pleted on time. However, most of 
our wards now have enough water 
and with this project, the supply will 
expand by over 90 percent,” he said.

Swede added that water projects 
in Makete District do not cost much 
to implement due to its geographi-
cal location where water naturally 
flows from the mountains.

He said the district has already 
developed a master plan to improve 
water and sanitation services.

“We have surveyed almost all the 
wards and established that we have 
more than 800 water sources,” 
Sweda said.

Innocent Lyamuya, manager of 
the Rural Water and Sanitation 

Agency (RUWASA), said the projects 
that are completed include the ex-
cavation of 17104.2m ditches for the 
main waterway, purchase of pipes 
and construction of 10 water extrac-
tion stations.

Lyamuya said the project is being 
implemented for a period of eight 
months at a cost of 736,762,450/-.

“There is a bit of a payment chal-
lenge as the contractor said the ini-
tial payment was late, but the work 
done is worth only 150m/- which 
means we have a shortage of funds,” 
he said.

Eveline Mpande, a resident of 
Mfumbi Village expressed her grati-
tude to the government for initiat-
ing the project which she said will 
bring relief to the residents.

Makete draws master plan 
to expand water services 

Cooperative seeks audience with PM over farms retake talk 
By Guardian Correspondent, Babati 

  RIFT Valley Cooperative Union 
(RIVACU) in Manyara Region has 
formed a special team it wants to 
meet Prime Minister Kassim Majal-
iwa in an attempt to save its farms 
from being retaken by the govern-
ment.

According to the members, there 
are threats made by some govern-
ment leaders who want ownership 
of the cooperative farms be revoked 
and the same allocated to other en-

tities or individuals for investment.
The resolution was decided at 

the end of last week by the coop-
erative’s members who attended a 
special general meeting which sat 
for more than four hours in Babati 
District to discuss the fate of their 
farms.

The six-member team consists 
of Patrick Sulley, Michael Tsaxara, 
Paul Silvester, Yuda Sulley, Ramad-
hani Ismail and Gerald Gwaha.

The meeting also passed a reso-
lution to protect the 2020 acres of 

Dareda farm against intruders and 
to oppose the rumoured revocation 
of ownership.

Reading the resolutions, chair-
man of the meeting Patrick Sulley 
said that they made the decision in 
light of the fact that their farms are 
still being taken by citizens and that 
government officials are attempt-
ing to revoke their ownership with-
out providing justification.

He said after their two visits to 
the Minister for Agriculture with-
out seeing any action, they made 

the decision to seek audience with 
the Prime Minister.

Taking advantage of the occasion, 
he asked his “comrades” to go to 
CCM headquarters to also ask for 
assistance from the Secretary Gen-
eral Dr Emmanuel Nchimbi.

Earlier, RIVACU Chairman Yuda 
Sulley announced that the group’s 
goal is to meet with the Prime Min-
ister during this week’s Parliamen-
tary session in Dodoma. They had 
previously discussed their plans 
with Hanang’ Member of Parliament 

Samuel Hhayuma, who pledged to 
assist them in meeting Majaliwa.

Sulley said RIVACU sent delegates 
to meet Minister of Agriculture 
twice but nothing happened and 
that is why they made the decision 
to approach Prime Minister.

He said upon meeting him, they 
will discuss Hanang’ farm, Mbulu 
farm, Dareda farm, Mwada farm, 
and VIPIN farm in Karatu District 
where their members reside.

Michael Tsaxara said their associ-
ation is neither a coincidence nor a 

hoax, so they should hang onto the 
2020 acres of Dareda farm to pre-
vent it from being retaken.

Donald Deogratius, legal officer 
at the Tanzania Cooperative De-
velopment Commission (TCDC) in-
formed them that if they approach 
the Prime Minister, he will likely 
inquire what they were told by Min-
ister for Agriculture.

According to the lawyer, when 
the government chooses to take 
someone’s land for other use, then 
compensation must be paid.

Bashiru Omary, Dodoma District chairman of the National Muslim Council of Tanzania (Bakwata), has an audience with madrassa teachers and heads of department 
in Dodoma city on Thursday. He underlined the need for higher quality classrooms and hostels for students. Flanking him are Sheikh Ambar Mpenda (3rd-L) and 
Bakwata district secretary Ahmed Msuri. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

JUBA 
SOUTH Sudan on Thursday appealed to the 

international community and the region to pro-
vide financial support to enable the country con-
duct of general election later this year.

Minister of Cabinet Affairs Martin Elia Lomuro 
said the budget allocations declared by the gov-
ernment are insufficient and require generous 
contributions from international partners, espe-
cially considering the huge amounts demanded 
by the electoral and constitutional making pro-
cess as well as the current economic crisis in a 
nascent country like South Sudan.

“We commit to transparently submit the de-
tailed budget sheets to the region, continent as 
well as international countries and partners to 
study and decide areas each could consider as-
sisting South Sudan in its endeavour for demo-
cratic transition in December 2024,” Lomuro 
said in Juba, South Sudan’s capital, during a ple-
nary session of the peace monitors, the Reconsti-
tuted Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commis-
sion (RJMEC).

He said the government requires $40 million 
to write a new constitution, out of which the gov-
ernment tabled a supplementary budget that 
will cover only 63 percent of the total amount 
required.

Lomuro also said the estimated funds to facili-
tate the electoral process amount to $228.1 mil-
lion, while the government has only been able to 
allocate a supplementary budget that will cover 
only 15 percent of the total amount required, 
among other costs, including security required 
for the process.

South Sudan appeals for 
funds to conduct elections

The explanation here may relate to the “defence” of necessity knowing no law, but the consequences could be serious indeed. Correspondent Imani Nathaniel captured this scene at the Magomeni-
Usalama section of Dar es Salaam’s busy Morogoro Road on Thursday. 

UNHCR chief visits displaced families in Sudan amid conflict
KHARTOUM

THE UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees, Filippo Grandi, em-
barked on a poignant journey 
through Sudan, where he met with 
families torn apart by the devastat-
ing conflict ravaging the nation.

Displaced from their homes and 
livelihoods by the ongoing turmoil, 
these families endure unimagi-
nable hardships in displacement 
camps scattered across the coun-

try.
With conflict engulfing Sudan for 

10 long months, the scale of dis-
placement is staggering, with near-
ly 8 million people uprooted from 
their communities, both within Su-
dan’s borders and beyond, seeking 
refuge in neighboring countries 
such as Chad, South Sudan, Egypt, 
Central African Republic and Ethi-
opia.

The relentless violence has 
not only shattered lives but also 

brought Sudan’s economy to its 
knees and crippled its once-thriving 
healthcare sector. 

Recent escalations in the conflict, 
including the seizure of Wad Madani, 
Sudan’s second-largest city, by the 
Rapid Support Forces, have exacer-
bated the suffering of already vulner-
able populations. Wad Madani had 
served as a sanctuary for hundreds 
of thousands fleeing violence in 
Khartoum and elsewhere, only to be 
displaced once again.

During his visit to Ethiopia and Su-
dan, Grandi bore witness to the har-
rowing realities faced by internally 
displaced families. In Port Sudan and 
Kassala, eastern Sudan, he listened to 
their stories, amplifying their voices 
and calling for urgent support from 
the international community.

The majority of displaced families 
find themselves confined to over-
crowded displacement camps, rely-
ing on humanitarian aid and the soli-
darity of fellow Sudanese grappling 

with the same crisis. In states like Ge-
daref and Kassala, where displaced 
individuals continue to arrive from 
conflict-ridden areas, the need for 
assistance is dire.

UNHCR remains steadfast in its 
commitment to provide vital sup-
port to refugees and internally dis-
placed persons (IDPs) across Sudan. 
Through counselling sessions, assis-
tance with asylum procedures, reset-
tlement options, legal and financial 
aid, and medical referrals, the agen-

cy strives to alleviate the suffering of 
those affected by the crisis.

In a stark statement, UNHCR 
underscored the dire humanitar-
ian situation in Sudan, expressing 
grave concerns about the potential 
spread of violence to other parts of 
the country. As the conflict rages 
on, the plight of displaced fami-
lies grows increasingly desperate, 
underscoring the urgent need for 
sustained international interven-
tion and support.

You are aware how im-
portant this project is; 
let me assure you that 
we are committed and 
we will supervise it to 
ensure that it is com-
pleted on time
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If a good ‘financial’ year is seen 
early on, this one is surely bright 

AS President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
was briefing members of the diplomatic 
corps earlier this week on the govern-
ment’s successes during 2023, there was 
a vibrant datum around the corner.

The National Bureau of Statistics was 
tidying up its early February 2024 brief-
ing, which takes over from having cli-
maxed briefings for 2023 in January with 
the latest December data.

The bureau was well-placed to tell the 
public how the year had begun, a datum 
that the president didn’t definitely hold 
at the time of the briefing. It was an ex-
cellent observation that headline infla-
tion for January stagnated at 3.0 per cent, 
with overall inflation earlier standing at 
3.5 per cent.

This was good news which could have 
spiced up the president’s remarks at the 
midweek sherry party. Still, she could ad-
mittedly safely do without   that particu-
lar datum as there was enough uplifting 
data about policy successes during the 
past year.

What was however a bit troubling and 
perhaps calls for a revisiting of methods 
is the apparent discrepancy between vis-
ible and statistical price realities.

That has less to do with false data as 
that would presume the lack of intention 
to be transparent, as if adding a percent-
age point to inflation would invite dis-
putes.

Usually inflation is calculated from 
a basket of products or commodities 
weighted as to their importance in 
household purchases, while wider public 
expenditure is only indirectly included.

The reason for this is that prices rise 
for individuals making purchases or for 
companies buying or selling, etc., rather 
than for public agencies.

For better or for worse, public agencies 
are key stakeholders with regard to infla-
tion, often by enjoying it…

For instance, take the rises in sugar 

prices, a factor scarcely reflected in the 
3.0 per cent inflation for January and 
slightly above in earlier months.

It shows that local producers are 
among those allowed to import sugar, 
up to 100,000 tonnes as declared in the 
legislature.

The measure comes after well over one 
month of frenetic price rises when peo-
ple will have ‘lost’ billions of shillings to 
sugar firms and especially local produc-
ers.

For the latter, their ‘corporate social 
responsibility’, not to mention periodic 
donations, would presume that they 
had made an effort to cushion the public 
from such price hikes.

That there would be massive rains ca-
pable of flooding sugar-cane farms was 
known by early October, but permits to 
import sugar are issued in January.

Even worse, the importation per-
mits were not issued so that competing 
wholesalers could flood the market in a 
competitive manner but largely to the 
same state-based producers yearning to 
import, repackage as own sugar for sale 
at inflated prices.

Prices will eventually fall because the 
monopolists can’t agree to keep sugar in 
warehouses for too long enough since 
they also compete. And, not surprisingly, 
the government has an interest in seeing 
the price of sugar drop before Ramadhan 
sets in.

It could be that the inflation basket 
where data are sourced and averaged 
provides too much weight to slow-mov-
ing commodities where the pace of infla-
tion is hard to feel.

Whatever the correct explanation, 
though, having the 3.0 per cent level 
while the prices of nearly all farm pro-
duce and various industrial commodities 
are rising had some element of surprise. 
Statistics ought to reflect reality and not 
otherwise.

Turning the corner on environmental crises in 2024
By Inger Andersen

LAST year was challenging on many 
levels, with conflicts across the globe 
and the impacts of the three environ-
mental planetary crises intensifying.

I am sure that we all hope that this 
year will bring a brighter outlook. 
However, this will not happen by itself. 
We must all seek consensus through 
multilateralism and, above all, work 
hard for common solutions.

When it comes to climate, we do 
have something new to build on. Yes, 
the Dubai Consensus that emerged 
from COP28 was not everything eve-
ryone had hoped for. But it did signal 
a global decision to move away from 
fossil fuels, which is critical, as we all 
know.

And, of course, the Loss & Damage 
Fund was put into operation. This was 
an important show of solidarity with 
vulnerable nations, although there is 
a long way to go to capitalise the fund.

The positives did not stop there. We 
saw new commitments on sustainable 
cooling and reducing methane emis-
sions. A tripling of renewable energy 
targets. Nature breakthroughs. Cru-
cially, there was agreement on the 
framework for the Global Goal on Ad-
aptation.

We at UNEP played a prominent 
role at COP28 and supported mem-
ber states in many of these successes. 
UNEP’s three Gap reports – most nota-
bly the Emissions Gap Report and the 
Adaptation Gap Report – informed and 
drove negotiations.

The UNEP-led Cool Coalition re-
leased a key report and teamed up with 
the United Arab Emirates presidency 
for the Cooling Pledge, to which over 
60 countries signed up.

We at UNEP were deeply involved in 
new efforts on everything from track-
ing and cutting methane emissions to 
launching a powerful new alliance of 
export credit agencies for net-zero.

So, COP28 set the stage for the tra-
jectory the world needs on climate 
change – and indeed on nature and 
biodiversity loss and pollution and 
waste, which are closely linked.

An important piece of work for 
UNEP will be securing the metals and 
minerals needed for the energy tran-
sition – as I told the Future Minerals 
Forum in Saudi Arabia and reinforced 
at the World Economic Forum in Da-
vos earlier this month.

As you know, I highlighted respon-
sible mining and sustainable minerals 
and metals use as one of six areas for 
multilateral action in my report to the 
sixth UN Environment Assembly.

Metals and minerals will be criti-
cal to scaling up renewable energy, 
electric vehicles and more, which are 
needed for the energy transition.

Some three billion tonnes of min-
erals and metals are needed to stay 

below 2°C by 2050. This is a huge opportunity for developing coun-
tries to invest in sustainable development.

The challenge is to also ensure environmental integrity, environ-
mental stewardship and environmental sustainability.  Long-term 
strategies are essential to produce value-addition for producer 
countries and communities. To build circularity that keeps metals 
and minerals in the economy. And to avoid pollution and biodiver-
sity loss.

While in Saudi Arabia, I also had the chance to witness the great 
work the country is doing on addressing desertification, drought 
and land degradation through proactive land restoration. This is the 
theme for World Environment Day, which the kingdom will host in 
June this year.

From Saudi Arabia, I journeyed to Davos, where I had the oppor-
tunity to engage on the importance of landing a strong instrument 
on plastic pollution this year.

Meanwhile, UNEP has received an official request from the State 
of Palestine to carry out an assessment of the environmental im-
pacts of the conflict in Gaza. This is an exercise upon which we are 
embarking in coordination with other UN colleagues on the ground.

This type of assessment is a well-established aspect of UNEP’s 
work. As you are aware, UNEP has already published an assessment 
on the environmental consequences of the war in Ukraine, in 2022 
and many similar assessments in years prior to that.

The goal of such assessments is always to track the extent of dam-
age and inform a science-based approach to recovery and recon-
struction, when conditions allow.

An approach that minimises the long-term impact on the environ-
ment and mitigates the harm caused, to the greatest extent possible. 
But to assess and recover, conflicts must end, so I echo the UN Secre-
tary General’s call for an end to hostilities.

Remaining in update mode, let me also mention that we are pro-
gressing well on the new Climate Change Division. I am grateful to 
Dechen Tsering, Director and Representative from the Regional Of-
fice for Asia and the Pacific, who has agreed to step in as acting direc-
tor from this February 1.

The goal of the new division, and indeed of UNEP, is to find smart-
er ways to collaborate and deliver, as one, on climate action. I am 
pleased that we are moving closer to this goal.

I mention these elements because they show the complexity of the 
work ahead. We have an environmental must-do list that grows ever 
longer.

Different bodies and different agreements are working in many ar-
eas. This is why UNEA-6 is going to be so important.

UNEA-6 is the sixth session of the UN Environment Assembly. It is 
scheduled to take place from this February 26 to March 1 at the UNEP 
headquarters in Nairobi.

UNEA holds the power to weave agreements and promises into a 
tapestry of action. United, inclusive and multilateral action that ad-
dresses climate change, nature, desertification and biodiversity loss, 
and pollution and waste as one indivisible challenge.

I sincerely hope that the UNEA resolutions will focus on the urgent. 
The unexplored. The critical. All to move the environmental needle 
towards action and implementation, at home and at the global level.

If we proceed in this manner, we can ensure that the resolutions 
will help us build a roadmap to go further and faster on the environ-
ment.

So, we are in good shape for UNEA on the substantive front. But 
funding challenges remain. My thanks to all who have pledged and 
contributed a total of just over US$1 million for the assembly. I en-
courage further contributions to help us close the remaining funding 
gap of just over US$700,000.

And, as delegates may be aware, the UNEA-6 contribution from 
the United Nations Regular Budget, approximately US$1 million, 
may now not materialise owing to unprecedented liquidity chal-
lenges to the United Nations Secretariat budget.

It is critical to note that the Regular Budget issue has a number 
of wider implications. When Member States fail to pay their assess-
ment dues, impacts on governance arrangements and programmat-
ic delivery are inevitable.

The UN has had to freeze recruitment for key regular budget 
posts, which means that many UNEP positions now remain vacant 
and cannot be filled for the foreseeable future. It is in the hands of 
Member States to resolve these issues and ensure that UNEP can pro-

vide nations with the support they 
need in this period of change.

But there is some good financial 
news. The Environment Fund re-
ceived US$88.9 million in 2023, an 
increase of almost ten per cent over 
the previous year and the best result 
since 2009.

My deep thanks to the 80 Mem-
ber States that showed their trust 
in UNEP by heeding the call for in-
creased core funding to enable us to 
effectively deliver.

I invite Member States that have 
not yet contributed to help us cross 
the US$90 million mark, and move 
closer to the US$100 million which is 
in the approved budgetary funds.

In this context, it is worth noting 
that the US$100 million goal was in-
deed the goal that the initial founders 
of UNEP envisaged for UNEP on an 
annual basis back in 1972. So, if we 
were to adjust the US$100 million to 
today’s dollar value, the Environment 
Fund goal should be US$733 million 
per year.

We have a busy year ahead of us. A 
year that will include the critical mo-
ments of landing a strong instrument 
on plastic pollution and finalising 
proposals for the new Science-Policy 
Panel for Chemicals, Waste and Pol-
lution.

A year in which UNEP will drive 
action under the Multilateral Envi-
ronmental Agreements and other 
processes by backing member states, 
working with the rest of the UN sys-
tem, and engaging businesses and 
investors.

A year in which UNEP will fo-
cus on the resolutions adopted at 
UNEA-6 and pursue the 2024-2025 
programme of work, with its focus 
on targeting the drivers of the three 
environmental planetary crises. All 
backed by digital transformation, 
finance and economic shifts and a 
stronger science-policy interface.

So, there are many existing goals 
to deliver on and new ones to set. A 
strong and well-funded UNEP will be 
essential. As will the multilateralism 
that this Committee of Permanent 
Representatives has exemplified over 
the years.

So, let us all unite under the ban-
ner of multilateralism, at UNEA-6 and 
beyond. And make 2024 the year in 
which the world turned the corner 
and strode off down the road to a 
healthy, peaceful and prosperous 
planet.

* Inger Andersen is Executive Di-
rector of the Nairobi-based United 
Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP) and delivered this speech 
at the 164th meeting of the agen-
cy’s Committee of Permanent Rep-
resentatives held in the Kenyan 
capital on January 25, 2024.

Indeed, land surveying widens 
user options, reduces conflicts 

THERE is near-consensus in the National 
Assembly on the need for the government 
to take measures formally ending the cha-
otic situation in land occupancy and use 
across the country.

The way forward is a systematic effort at 
surveying all districts and wards and pro-
ducing land use plans where land-based 
transactions can take place starting by in-
volving individual residents and, by exten-
sion, involving investors.

There are institutional contentions re-
volving around the privileges of public agen-
cies over ancestral land in that ending such 
conflicts is out of reach without proper sur-
veying, mapping and deliverance of titles of 
occupancy where the boundaries are clear.

The head of government business in 
the legislature, who is none other than the 
Prime Minister, is on record as having an-
nounced in response to ‘live’ questions from 
legislators that the government is working 
on a review of current land use strategies 
with intent to end land-related wrangles 
and make it easier for investors to legally 
and therefore officially access land.

If done precisely that way, it would be a 
revolution of sorts in our country with re-
spect to how land is viewed and how people 
are related to land.

Much as it would not remove clan land by 
legislation, chances that each piece of land 
would eventually be mapped and titled to its 
current holder, etc., would be higher.

That would diminish collective preroga-
tives with regard to residential areas, even as 
doubts would remain as to whether this ef-
fort would actually end migratory livestock 
herding.

It would depend much on whether auxil-
iary legislation would be put across to make 
land use mapping effective enough for eco-
nomic activities to be carried out within 
well-defined land use contexts.

That would suggest having a specific act 
of actual empowerment on the part of this 
or that group to have claim on open land as 
individuals. Sharp debates can be awaited 
here.

It is similarly unclear whether the full 
breadth of what legislators were demanding 
from the government as to how it plans to 
tame a surge in land-related conflicts can be 
met – within the relevant timeframes.

One MP talked of the public steadily losing 
confidence in local government authorities 
blamed for sparking off – or, at the very least, 
tolerating –land occupancy disputes.

There is also inability, or simply inaction, 
on the part of conservation bodies viewing 
farmers near wildlife sanctuaries as tres-
passers, this courtesy to a value chain im-
pression on the economy where tourism is 
foremost.

At times there are extended expectations 
on what is likely to happen, or how far real-
ity would change, merely by generalised 
land surveying and use plans.

The idea that land policy via complete 
surveying and land use plans is expected to 
create friendly conditions under which peo-
ple can transfer occupancy titles and benefit 
from such titles in the pursuit of economic 
activities seems valid.

However, it has some trappings. It is that 
when the land has one title holder or occu-
pant rather than a village or a clan – and no-
body said Village Land Act will be scrapped 
– it isn’t enough.

The government is similarly understood 
to be working on reforming the modality 
of issuing land use permits among various 
categories of users, including commercial 
farmers, infrastructure development and 
property developers.

One might wish to hear if migratory live-
stock herding would need a permit to take 
up an area, and whether that would merit a 
land user permit or it needs some traditional 
attachment to a patch of land or transacting 
with the government if it is already mapped 
and labelled as grazing land.

But even in that best-case scenario, that 
would clearly still not be a collective permit. 
Leaving land titles vague and merely map-
ping land use has a trap deep inside that 
would be best addressed conclusively as 
soon as practicable.
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Law Week climax message to Tanzanian judiciary

By Adonis Byemelwa

IN a noteworthy move, the 
Tanzanian Teachers’ Service 
Commission (TSC) on January 
4th spotlighted challenges 
facing 136,000 teachers, high-
lighting the dire need for the 
government to address long-
standing issues related to 
their entitlements. 

The Minister of State in 
the President’s Office for Re-
gional Administration and Lo-
cal Government (PO-RALG), 
Mohammed Mchengerwa, 
swiftly responded by issu-
ing a directive for personnel 
management officers across 
the country to ensure that no 
teacher is left without resolu-
tion within the next 14 days.

This commitment was un-
veiled during a session on 
February 3, where Mchenger-
wa inaugurated efforts to ad-
dress issues concerning pro-
motions and job role changes 
for teachers. 

The event witnessed the 
handover of 13 vehicles to 
support early childhood and 
primary education through 
the GPE- Literacy and Nu-
meracy Education Support 
(LANES) project, a significant 
investment totaling 1.8bn/-
. Additionally, Information 
and Communications Tech-
nology (ICT) equipment were 
distributed to 200 primary 
schools as part of the BOOST 
project.

While these government 
initiatives are commendable, 
former President Benjamin 
Mkapa’s statement urging the 
current administration to pri-
oritize the welfare of teachers 
brings forth a pertinent con-
cern.

Mkapa openly admitted to 
neglecting this crucial aspect 
during his presidency and 
urged against repeating such 
lapses. This candid acknowl-
edgment underscores the 
need for sustained efforts to 
uplift the teaching profession.

The TSC’s identification of 
challenges facing teachers is a 
step in the right direction, em-
phasizing the government’s 
goal to address all grievances 
comprehensively.

The ongoing verification 
process, inclusive of informa-
tion from the personnel and 
salary system, reflects a com-

By Telesphor Magobe

R
ECENTLY, Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu 
Hassan and Presi-
dent Hussein Ali 

Mwinyi of Zanzibar presided 
at the climax of law week in 
Mainland Tanzania and Zan-
zibar respectively. 

During law week free legal 
aid was provided to those in 
need to facilitate access to 
justice.

In many cases, ignorance 
of procedural law deprives 
needy people of access to jus-
tice because when they are 
unaware of what they are en-
titled to or what they must do 
or not do they hardly exercise 
their rights, including access 
to legal aid and legal relief. 

During law week, in both 
Mainland Tanzania and in 
Zanzibar, the Judiciary high-
lighted efforts made to im-
prove the dispensation of jus-
tice, reduce a huge backlog of 
cases and increase efficiency 
and effectiveness in criminal 
and civil justice.

The efforts made include 
setting up modern court in-
frastructure and facilities, the 
appointment of new Judges 
and magistrates (taking into 
account gender equality) 
and the use of information 
technology (IT) to increase 
efficiency and speed up the 

dispensation of justice, which 
to a considerable extent saves 
time and money. 

Nevertheless, judges and 
magistrates were challenged 
to maintain judicial integrity 
and fair administration of 
justice for that is what they 
must always do to increase 
public trust in the Judiciary 
and avoid wilful miscarriages 
of justice. This means that the 
standard of conduct expected 
of a judge or magistrate must 
always be above suspicion.

Black’s Law Dictionary re-
fers to a miscarriage of jus-
tice as “prejudice to substan-
tial rights of a party” and Law 
Dictionary (Second Edition, 
2000) by P.H. Collin refers to 
a miscarriage of justice as a 
“decision wrongly or unjustly 
reached by a court, which 
goes against the rights of a 
party in a case, in such a way 
that the decision may be re-
versed on appeal”.

In particular, President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan chal-
lenged judges and magis-
trates in Tanzania to be fair 
and just in their dispensation 
of justice for the credibility of 
the judicial system is depend-
ed on them. 

She said it was unfair and 
unjust for a judge or magis-
trate to deliver a judgment 
which in his or her con-
science she knows is unfair 

she never committed. I am 
inclined to believe that when 
the President mentioned this 
it was not in the abstract. She 
meant it and that there are 
people who have fallen vic-
tim to a miscarriage of justice 
which defeats fair and just 
criminal and civil justice.

Think, for instance, of cases 
of delayed justice in which a 
person is incarcerated for so 
many years for unsubstanti-
ated grounds and all of a sud-
den or on appeal he or she 
is exonerated from liability 
for lack of cogent evidence. 
In this case, the victim must 
start life from scratch and 
may not be able to catch up 
well with society. How pain-
ful it is to that person

Talking about the Tanza-
nian Judiciary, Justice James 
Mwalusanya is quoted to 
have said: “Our courts must 
be courts of justice, not mere-
ly courts of law…Judges’ con-
servatism and pro-state atti-
tudes in post-independence 
Tanzania have been a subject 
of many criticisms by schol-
ars who have viewed [con-
servatism] as ‘uninspiring’. It 
has also been observed that 
judges in Tanzania, even the 
best of them, tend to argue, 
reason and judge in terms 
of what the rulers of the day 
would like to hear – rather 
than giving the law the kind 

of integrity it deserves” (Kijo-
Bisimba & Maina Peter, 2005).   

Justice Barnabas Samatta 
too is quoted to have said this 
about the Tanzanian Judici-
ary: “Unyielding courage of 
judges is a priceless asset of 
any country. There is no sub-
stitute for it. Judges must not 
hesitate to make decisions 
they consider just however 
those decisions are likely to 
be to Parliament, the Execu-
tive or political parties, in-
cluding the ruling part, and 
regardless of their impact on 
the relations between the Ju-
diciary and the other pillars 
of the state. Their destination 
must be justice. That is their 
only highway” (Shivji & Ma-
jamba, 2011).

It suffices to say that the 
Tanzanian Judiciary must al-
ways maintain integrity and 
fair and just dispensation of 
justice beyond suspicion. For 
sure, judges and magistrates 
are fair to themselves and to 
Tanzanians when they con-
duct themselves in their pro-
fessional practice with a be-
coming modesty as they meet 
public expectation.

Today’s legal maxim: “The 
vigilant, and not the sleepy, 
are assisted by the laws.”

The author is a Dar es 
Salaam-based lawyer. He 
can be reached at t22ma-
gobe@gmail.com

Government’s commitment to teachers’ welfare significant 
move towards strengthening the country’s education system

and unjust by all standards. 
She was referring to cases 

in which accused persons fac-
ing criminal charges are con-
victed of the offences they are 
charged with and sentenced 
to imprisonment which they 
don’t deserve at all. 

“Think of the person him-

self or herself, think of his or 
her family and dependants 
and all the time wasted in jail 
as a result of a miscarriage of 
justice,” said President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan in her speech.

Complaints about miscar-
riages of justice in the Judici-
ary are not new. Some judges 

and magistrates are blamed 
for bending the law as a re-
sult of corruption or political 
interest to make the innocent 
look guilty and the guilty look 
innocent.

This includes the cooking 
of evidence and charging a 
person with offences he or 

During this 
convention, 
the heads of 
secondary 
school 
teachers 
reportedly 
contributed 
substantial 
sums of 
money, raising 
eyebrows 
and sparking 
controversy. 

mitment to understanding 
the intricacies of the chal-
lenges faced by teachers.

However, concerns linger 
over the seemingly dispa-
rate treatment of private 
school teachers. The gov-
ernment’s focus on com-
munity school teachers, 
while laudable, has raised 
questions about the equita-
ble distribution of attention 
and resources.

The plight of teachers in 
private educational insti-
tutions remains a pressing 
issue that demands govern-
ment intervention.

The challenges faced by 
private school teachers, es-
pecially concerning salary 
delays and violations of ba-
sic rights, are symptoms of 
a larger problem. Despite 
being an integral part of the 
education system, teachers 
in private institutions often 
find themselves grappling 
with issues that hinder their 
professional and personal 
well-being.

Richard Mshomba, a sea-

soned economist, has em-
phasized the importance of 
paying interest for delayed 
or intentionally delayed sal-
aries. While such principles 
might be more common-
place abroad, the under-
lying argument resonates 
universally: not paying an 
employee their wages on 
time hampers their person-
al and community economy. 
This holds particularly true 
in the teaching profession, 
where a teacher’s enthusi-
asm is pivotal for effective 
education.

In the private school sec-
tor, where there is a signifi-
cant reliance on teachers, 
a harmonious and respect-
ful employer-employee 
relationship is imperative. 
However, the prevalence of 
delayed payments, short-
term contracts, and the lack 
of job security are contrib-
uting to a challenging envi-
ronment for private school 
teachers.

Despite the commend-
able efforts of the Private 

School Teachers’ Union 
(TPSU) under President 
Cornel Matinde, the unique 
challenges faced by private 
school teachers make it dif-
ficult for them to advocate 
effectively for their inter-
ests. 

The government’s role in 
tightening regulations on 
private educational institu-
tions extends beyond taxa-
tion; it should encompass 
safeguarding the rights and 
welfare of teachers.

While the government 
focuses on collecting taxes 
from private educational 
institutions, it must also 
address the working condi-
tions and rights of teachers 
in these establishments. 
The current taxation land-
scape for private schools, 
featuring 18 different taxes, 
underscores the need for 
a balanced approach that 
considers the well-being of 
teachers.

The plea for equity in ad-
dressing teacher’s grievanc-
es, irrespective of their in-

stitutional affiliations, gains 
resonance. The teaching 
profession serves as a cor-
nerstone for national devel-
opment, with teachers shap-
ing the future through their 
dedication to education.

The government’s recent 
commitment to address-
ing the challenges faced by 
teachers stands as a signifi-
cant stride toward strength-
ening the education system. 

However, the spotlight on 
community school teachers 
prompts a critical examina-
tion of whether the needs 
of private school educators 
are receiving adequate at-
tention.

 Achieving equity in ad-
dressing all teachers’ griev-
ances is not just a matter of 
policy but a fundamental 
step toward elevating the 
teaching profession and en-
suring a brighter future for 
education in Tanzania.

As the nation approaches 
the 2024 civic elections and 
the 2025 general elections, 
the government’s newfound 
focus on addressing teach-
ers’ concerns takes on added 
significance. Recent events 
have underscored the politi-
cal dimensions surrounding 
the teaching profession.

 Headlines emerged when 
the leaders of secondary 
school teachers were ac-
cused of engaging in politi-
cal activities during a con-
vention in Dodoma.

During this convention, 
the heads of secondary 
school teachers reportedly 
contributed substantial 
sums of money, raising eye-
brows and sparking contro-
versy. 

The funds were intended 
to support the President’s 
endorsement campaign, 
aiming to gather signatures 
across the country for her 
bid for a second term. 

Critics expressed bewil-
derment at the intertwining 
of heads of schools in po-
litical activities, especially 
when teachers’ concerns, 
fundamental to the educa-
tion system, are yet to be 
adequately addressed by the 
government.

This intersection of poli-
tics and education raises 

pertinent questions about 
the motivations behind such 
actions.

 Censors argue that at a 
time when teachers’ wel-
fare remains a crucial issue, 
diverting attention and re-
sources to political contri-
butions can be perceived 
as misplaced priorities. The 
optics of educational lead-
ers engaging in political ac-
tivities while systemic chal-
lenges persist have led to 
public skepticism and con-
cerns over the government’s 
commitment to resolving 
long-standing issues within 
the teaching profession.

The government’s recent 
pledge to address teachers’ 
challenges gains significance 
amid looming civic and 
general elections. The tim-
ing, coinciding with politi-
cal events, raises questions 
about its authenticity. Is the 
focus on teachers a genuine 
commitment to systemic is-
sues or a strategic move for 
pre-election support?

In this critical juncture, 
the government’s actions on 
teachers’ welfare will shape 
public opinion. Teachers, 
a substantial constituency, 
can sway sentiments, mak-
ing their concerns pivotal 
for politicians. The response 
will impact not only educa-
tion but also shape percep-
tions of broader societal 
dedication.

As the nation navigates 
politics and education, the 
government must genuinely 
resolve challenges in all sec-
tors, from community to 
private schools. Addressing 
teachers’ concerns shouldn’t 
be a political strategy but a 
sincere effort to uplift the 
profession and enhance 
overall education quality.

The government’s re-
newed teachers’ focus, amid 
election dynamics, holds 
promise and scrutiny. To 
secure teaching commu-
nity support, actions must 
transcend political calcula-
tions. A genuine resolution 
of long-standing challenges 
will not only elevate the pro-
fession but also reinforce a 
commitment to a robust and 
equitable education system 
for Tanzania’s future.

Minister of State 
in the Presi-
dent's Office, 
Regional Admin-
istration and 
Local Govern-
ment (PO-RALG), 
Mohammed 
Mchengerwa
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Oana has 
opted to 
stay at 
work while 
her partner 
Vlad takes 
on child-
care duties. 
Photo: Lola 
García-
Ajofrín/Al 
Jazeera

Female genital mutilation and cutting 
remain a neglected problem in Asia

By Lola García-Ajofrín

IN an eastern Bucharest 
neighbourhood filled with 
apartment blocks, Oana wakes 
up and makes breakfast as her 
husband, Vlad, tends to their 
baby, a little girl named Mara.

After a nappy change and 
with full bellies, father and 
daughter head to the park.

Oana switches on her laptop 
and in a flash, the living room 
is transformed into an office 
as she hosts Zoom meetings 
for the public relations agency 
she operates.

In 2022, 36,507 fathers and 
223,100 mothers took parental 
leave in Romania, according 

to data provided by Romania’s 
Ministry of Labor and Social 
Solidarity. The trend contin-
ued into 2023, with 33,689 
men and 201,108 women tak-
ing parental leave between 
January and October.

Maternity leave is 126 days, 
with 85 percent of a salary 
paid. Paternity leave is a far 
shorter 15 days. But beyond 
these periods, either moth-
ers or fathers can opt to take 
childcare leave until their in-
fant blossoms into a two-year-
old toddler

Typically, mothers take 
childcare leave

“[But] I am 40 and I feel that 
I have accomplished enough 

things, so I would not be frus-
trated for being home for a 
while with my daughter,” said 
Vlad, explaining why Oana’s 
career was prioritised.

At 33, she has just started 
her own communications 
company.

“I run a small business, and 
I could not put it on pause for 
two years,” Oana said.

Most of her income comes 
from the company’s earnings. 
Parental and childcare allow-
ance only applies to salaries.

Romania’s parental leave is 
among Europe’s longest. By 
comparison, women in Aus-
tria receive 16 weeks of paid 
maternity leave, after which 

either parent can take unpaid 
parental leave until the child 
is two. In Bulgaria, paid mater-
nity leave is 58 weeks. When 
it comes to fathers, Spain is 
home to the longest paternity 
leave in Europe, which at 16 
weeks is the same for materni-
ty. Sergiu, a 24-year-old father 
in Brasov, is also on parental 
leave, looking after his one-
year-old.

“The first six months we 
managed things together. 
Since then, I am in charge,” 
Sergiu said proudly.

His partner is 20 and study-
ing medicine.

“We agreed she could fol-
low further more classes if 

By Nawmi Naz Chowdhury

S
IGNIFICANT advances 
have been made 
in Africa towards 
ending female genital 

mutilation/cutting (FGM/C). 
Unfortunately, the same cannot 
be said for Asia, where FGM 
occurs in at least ten countries, 
but governments across the 
region are failing to take 
effective action.

Women’s rights organiza-
tions are calling for states to 
introduce much-needed laws 
to criminalize FGM, provide 
national data on the extent and 
nature of the practice, and ad-
equately fund efforts to tackle 
this regionally neglected prob-
lem.

Calls for governments in 
Asia to criminalize FGM

There remains a widely held 
misconception that FGM occurs 
primarily in Africa, and this low 
level of awareness about FGM 
in Asia is contributing to inac-
tion.

In recent years, the UN, 
through its international human 
rights treaty bodies and other 
human rights mechanisms, has 
provided recommendations to 
Asian countries, such as India, 
Sri Lanka, Singapore, and the 
Maldives, to address FGM and 
pass specific laws for prohibi-
tion. Yet, nowhere in Asia has a 
law banning it.

At the 7th Asian and Pacific 
Population Conference (APPC), 
seven women’s rights organiza-
tions made joint recommenda-
tions to regional governments 
about introducing a zero-toler-
ance approach to FGM.

The APPC is a regional review 
mechanism that convenes eve-
ry ten years to discuss critical 
issues of population and devel-
opment in Asia and the Pacific. 

Held at the UN Conference 
Centre in Thailand on Novem-

existence.”
Investing in community 

action to end FGM
Unlike elsewhere, in most of 

Asia, there are little or no large-
scale government programs 
for community education and 
awareness-raising about FGM. 
Few resources are directed to-
ward prevention and support-
ing grassroots activities and it 
is difficult for local organiza-
tions to secure funding.

Collective actions, such as 
those led by the Asia Network 
to End FGM, are playing an 
invaluable role in shining a 
much-needed spotlight, sup-
porting women and girls, and 
galvanizing collaboration with-
in and across national borders.

FGM can only be eradicated 
with positive community en-
gagement about its harmful 
effects, underpinned by laws 
and policies that punish perpe-
trators and meet the needs of 
survivors. 

To achieve this, govern-
ments in Asia need to work in 
partnership with civil society 
organizations, affected com-
munities, and survivors to bet-
ter understand FGM, develop 
and implement effective poli-
cies, and invest in social, legal, 
educational, and health service 
provisions.

Global commitments to 
eliminating FGM

February 6 was designated 
by the United Nations as the 
International Day of Zero Tol-
erance for Female Genital Mu-
tilation. How far we have come 
to ending FGM is gauged by the 
extent to which international 
commitments made by coun-
tries to end the practice are be-
ing met.

Various international human 
rights mechanisms have been 
put in place for countries to 
take robust measures. Sustain-
able Development Goal 5.3 and 

international human rights 
treaties on the rights of women 
and girls, such as the Conven-
tion on the Elimination of Dis-
crimination against Women 
(CEDAW) and the Convention 
on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
expressly prohibit FGM and 
call on states to take action.

International documents, 
such as the Programme of Ac-
tion under the International 
Conference on Population and 
Development (ICPD PoA), urge 
countries to eradicate FGM 
and contain steps to eliminate 
it. Recommendations include 
“… strong community outreach 
programs involving village 
and religious leaders, educa-
tion and counselling about its 
impact on girls’ and women’s 
health, and appropriate treat-
ment and rehabilitation for 
girls and women who have suf-
fered cutting” (para. 7.40, ICPD 
PoA).

Ending FGM in Asia must 
be prioritized

2024 will mark 30 years 
since the International Confer-
ence on Population and Devel-
opment (ICPD) was first held in 
1994. The anniversary marks 
a significant milestone in the 
area of advancing sexual and 
reproductive health and rights 
for women and girls globally. 
Ending FGM/C is a key compo-
nent of this, and to effectively 
implement global commit-
ments to achieve this, global 
efforts must focus on Asia as a 
priority.

Unless Asian countries step 
up to resolve current challeng-
es, it will be hard to instigate 
action, design and implement 
policies, and hold govern-
ments and other duty-bearers 
to account in advocating for 
the introduction and effective 
implementation of legislative 
measures to finally end FGM in 
Asia.

In Romania, some fathers choose to 
take on the lion’s share of childcare

ber 15–17, 2023, women’s rights 
activists convened a side event, 
Rights-Based Approaches as 
the Foundation to Achieving 
Just and Sustainable Develop-
ment in Asia and the Pacific – 
where participants discussed 
harmful practices affecting 
women and girls, including 
FGM/C.

Lawmakers were advised to 
put in place robust legal and 
policy measures, and propos-
als were featured in the Civil 
Society Call to Action and the 
Youth Call to Action.

FGM is a global problem
FGM is a harmful practice 

involving the partial or total 
removal of external female 
genitalia or other injury to the 
female genital organs for non-
medical reasons.

Internationally recognized 
as a grave violation of women’s 
and girls’ human rights, FGM 

is done with the aim of con-
trolling and curtailing the sex 
drive of women and girls. 

It can cause a range of life-
long physical and psycho-
logical problems, including 
infections and severe pain, 
emotional trauma, sexual dys-
function, reproductive health 
concerns, childbirth compli-
cations, and, in some cases, 
death.

An interactive data tool by 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) revealed that, based on 
data from just 27 countries, the 
financial cost of health care 
for women with issues caused 
by FGM is $1.4 billion annually. 
The WHO also estimates that if 
FGM were abandoned, the sav-
ings in health costs would be 
more than 60 percent by 2050.

FGM is a global concern. 
Worldwide, the official num-
ber of women and girls under-
going FGM is estimated to be 

over 200 million. 
However, the true scale is far 

bigger. Academic and media 
reports, unofficial data col-
lected by civil society organi-
zations, and anecdotal studies 
based on interviews with sur-
vivors reveal that FGM is found 
in every continent except Ant-
arctica.

Asian governments need 
to provide data on FGM

Indonesia and the Maldives 
are the only Asian states that 
share national-level FGM prev-
alence data; no official data is 
provided by any other Asian 
countries. However, academic 
research and survivor testimo-
nies strongly indicate it occurs 
in Brunei, India, Malaysia, Pa-
kistan, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Sri Lanka, and Thailand.

Accurate, comprehensive 
national FGM data collection 
is vital to understanding how 

women and girls are directly 
impacted and at risk. It also 
provides crucial insights into 
what communities are in-
volved the types of FGM per-
formed, and what the impli-
cations are for health, human 
rights, and bodily autonomy.

Data on FGM can be used 
to plan appropriate interven-
tions and measure their effec-
tiveness. Furthermore, reliable 
statistics are key to attracting 
funding and holding govern-
ments and other duty-bearers 
accountable.

Lack of data gives govern-
ments an opportunity to claim 
a basis for inaction. For exam-
ple, in India, in response to a 
question on FGM in Parliament 
in 2023, the Ministry of Wom-
en and Child Development 
noted that while there may be 
a few instances of FGM in the 
country, “there is no credible 
data to establish its prevalent 

stay home with the toddler,” 
he said.

For Gabriela, 34, an actress 
who gave birth in October, and 
her partner, Silviu, 34, a phar-
macist manager, there was 
only one option.

“I am a freelancer, and in Ro-
mania if you don’t work under 
a permanent contract, you are 
inexistent for fiscal administra-
tion,” said Gabriela.

“The most challenging part 
will be not to go to work”, said 
Silviu, who started his leave 
allowance in January. “And for 
the rest, we will wait and see 
what happens.”

“We go with the flow but I 
don’t think we found a rhythm 
yet,” Gabriela said, adding that 
while grandparents visit, the 
bulk of the childcare is down 
to them.

Sweden’s parental package 
is considered pioneering: paid 
leave for 480 days. Fathers 
who enjoy the time to look af-
ter their children, often with a 
coffee in hand, have been nick-
named “latte dads”.

Romania’s latte dads can 
usually be seen in parks.

While playing with Mara on 
a seesaw, Vlad said their deci-
sion will be useful in the long 
term, “for the relationship I am 
building with my daughter”.

Near them, another two fa-
thers play with their respective 
children.

“I did not have something 
like this with my father,” he 
said.

Diana, meanwhile, opted to 
take the extended leave be-
cause in her family, she’s the 
higher earner.

“This two-year parental 
leave is a blessing”, said Diana. 
“I have a permanent job and a 
better salary.”

But in a quip that could be 
heard among mothers the 
world over, she added: “Among 

all my female friends there is 
a lot of frustration because we 
are doing everything … It is so 
easy having children when 
playing is the only thing you 
do with them.”

Raluca Popescu, a sociology 
professor at the University of 
Bucharest, said it is “remark-
able” that men often choose to 
take parental leave, “especially 
in rural areas”.

While she would like to think 
that this trend could represent 
a better work-life balance, 
“considering the whole picture 
of gender equality in Romania, 
this explanation becomes hard 
to believe”.

Popescu, who was pregnant 
when she was researching 
parental leave, said men are 
more involved now rather as 
a “strategy of adaptation to the 
lack of resources”.

In many cases, men are 
more likely to be the only em-
ployed partner in the house-
hold, meaning they can benefit 
from paid allowance. In other 
cases, they probably earn less 
than the mother and so a deci-
sion is made to sacrifice some 
of his salary instead, she said.

Romania’s parental leave 
is the expression of reforms 
throughout history, from so-
cialism until the country’s en-
try into the European Union.

Professor Anca Dohotariu, 
who has studied maternity 
leave, said that during the 
socialist era, Nicolae Ceaus-
escu, the former authoritarian 
president, aimed to boost the 
Romanian population by im-
plementing a strict pro-natalist 
policy and limiting abortion, 
while also exerting pressure 
on women’s participation in 
the workforce.

“We got this very long mater-
nity leave, but they were more 
interested in children than in 
women’s position in the labour 

market,” Dohotariu said. “They 
were obsessed with the needs 
of children.”

She lauded the current pa-
rental leave as providing an in-
centive to fathers, but warned 
“it is not enough to make sure 
that fathers get more involved 
in parental obligations”.

In 1965, maternity leave of 
112 days was introduced, but 
it was exclusively for mothers. 
Romanian fathers have only 
had the right to paternity leave 
since 2000.

In 1992, the EU adopted a di-
rective on maternity leave for 
the first time, entitling mothers 
with a minimum of 14 weeks’ 
paid maternity leave.

The EU framework for pater-
nity leave was adopted in 2019, 
with a minimum of 10 paid 
days.

“I don’t think Romanian fa-
thers fought for their rights or 
there was a social claim,” Do-
hotariu said. “We just needed 
more gender-equality-orient-
ed legislation in order to be 
part of the European Union.”

According to Anna Riatti, 
the representative of the Unit-
ed Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) in Romania, pater-
nity leave increases paternal 
involvement and reduces 
gender inequality, “while ben-
efiting the infant and maternal 
health”.

But parental leave alone will 
not solve inequality.

A recent UNICEF report 
found that Romania ranked 
second out of 41 countries in 
terms of leave entitlements, 
ahead of Japan. But on access 
to childcare, Romania ranked 
39th.

Back in Bucharest, Oana is 
feeling privileged to be able to 
work remotely.

“If I had to go to the office on 
a daily basis, I would not feel 
comfortable,” she said.
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By A Special Correspondent 

THE movement towards organic farming is not 
merely a trend but a revival of the intrinsic relation-
ship between nature and agriculture. 

This paradigm shift, driven by an increasing con-
sumer cognizance of the interconnections between 
diet, health, and the environment, positions organic 
farming at the vanguard of a global transition towards 
more transparent and sustainable food production 
methodologies.

Governments and regulatory bodies are also play-
ing a significant role in promoting the use of organic 
fertilizers by offering subsidies, implementing organ-
ic farming policies, and encouraging farmers to adopt 
organic practices. 

Furthermore, technological advancements in 
organic fertilizer production and distribution are 
streamlining operations and making these products 
more accessible to farmers worldwide.

The organic fertilizer market is witnessing robust 
growth as agricultural practices shift towards sustain-
able and eco-friendly solutions. Organic fertilizers, 
derived from natural sources such as animal manure, 
compost, and plant residues, are gaining popularity 
due to their numerous benefits over synthetic fertiliz-
ers. 

These benefits include improved soil health, re-
duced environmental impact, and enhanced crop 
quality. As consumers become increasingly conscious 
of the origin and quality of their food, the demand for 
organic produce has surged, thereby driving the need 
for organic fertilizers.

Organic farming’s appeal has surged in the early 
21st century, as consumers began to favor clean labels 
and transparency in their dietary choices, marking 
organic products as a beacon of trust and quality. In 
this light, Persistence Market Research’s latest report 
meticulously assesses the transformative role of eco-
friendly fertilizers in redefining the agricultural can-
vas, spotlighting the burgeoning opportunities within 
the organic fertilizer market.

Growing Awareness of Environmental Sustainabili-
ty: With rising concerns about soil degradation, water 
pollution, and greenhouse gas emissions associated 
with conventional farming practices, there is a grow-
ing awareness among farmers and consumers about 
the importance of adopting sustainable agricultural 
methods. 

Organic fertilizers, being environmentally friendly 
and promoting soil health, are increasingly preferred 
over chemical fertilizers.

Shift towards Organic Farming Practices: The in-
creasing demand for organic food products, driven 
by health consciousness and sustainability concerns, 
is incentivizing farmers to switch to organic farming 
practices. Organic fertilizers play a crucial role in or-
ganic farming systems as they help maintain soil fer-
tility and support natural ecosystems without the use 
of synthetic chemicals.

Government Initiatives and Support: Governments 
around the globe are implementing various initiatives 
to promote organic agriculture and reduce reliance 
on chemical inputs. 

Subsidies, grants, and incentives are being provided 
to farmers to encourage the adoption of organic ferti-
lizers and sustainable farming practices. Additionally, 
stringent regulations on the use of chemical fertiliz-
ers and pesticides are further driving the demand for 
organic alternatives.

Technological Advancements in Production: Ad-
vancements in technology have led to improvements 
in the production, formulation, and distribution of 
organic fertilizers. Innovations such as biofertilizers, 
microbial inoculants, and precision application tech-
niques are enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness 
of organic fertilizers, thereby boosting their adoption 
among farmers.

Consumer Preference for Organic Products: The in-
creasing consumer preference for organic food prod-
ucts, driven by concerns over food safety, health, and 
environmental sustainability, is a key driver for the 
organic fertilizer market. As consumers seek products 
that are free from synthetic chemicals and genetically 
modified organisms (GMOs), the demand for organic 
fertilizers continues to rise, supporting the growth of 
organic agriculture.

The evolutionary trajectory of organic fertilizers: 
from ancient manure to modern marvels

Historically, agriculture’s reliance on natural re-
sources for fertilization is well-documented, with 
early practitioners harnessing the nutritive power 
of manure to enrich their soils. However, the narra-
tive took a pivotal turn with the advent of synthetic 
fertilizers in the mid-20th century, promising higher 
yields and stability against the capriciousness of na-
ture. This transition, however, came at a significant 
environmental and health cost, leading to a reevalu-
ation of organic fertilizers’ value.

PMR’s analysis traces this intricate journey, high-
lighting a rekindled interest in organic fertilizers as 
the agricultural community grapples with the ecologi-
cal and health repercussions of synthetic alternatives. 

The report underscores a steady uptick in the adop-
tion of organic fertilizers, fueled by their environmen-
tal benefits and the growing demand for organic pro-
duce, estimating the market’s value at approximately 
US$ 6,179.6 million in 2018, with projections indicat-
ing a robust growth trajectory through 2029.

The allure of organic farming extends beyond its 

Organic fertilizers 
and the future 
of eco-conscious 
agriculture

Saturday 10 February 2024	 11

 NEWS FEATURES

Fairmiles research sheds light on 
benefits of airfreighted produce

Why West Africa’s education system needs transforming

By Michael Barkar

A
T least five million 
people in Africa who 
benefit from the 
trade of airfreighted 

fresh produce to UK and Euro-
pean supermarkets are at risk 
from calls to reduce carbon 
emissions by limiting flown 
food and flowers.

That’s according to research 
conducted by Fairmiles and 
the University of Exeter, which 
was presented during a stake-
holder roundtable organised by 
the campaign group Fairmiles 
to discuss how to take a fair 
approach to net zero without 

stopping vital market access for 
developing world producers.

Fairmiles is made up a of or-
ganisations representing fresh 
produce businesses, academia 
and the international devel-
opment sector. Its aim is to 
establish a just and equitable 
strategy, consistent with the 
principles of climate justice, 
to ensure the airfreight sector 
reaches net zero without stop-
ping vital market access for de-
veloping world producers.

Founding partners in Fair-
miles include ODI, the Uni-
versity of Northampton, the 
University of Exeter, COLEAD, 
Beanstalk. Global and Blue 

Skies.
The research highlighted that 

airfreight helps communities to 
thrive in global supply chains, 
enabling inward investment 
and inclusive economic devel-
opment.

It also revealed that very few 
emissions come from Africa, 
or airfreighting fresh produce. 
Africa comprises 18 per cent 
of the world’s population but 
only 3 per cent of emissions. 
The transport of food is 1.56 per 
cent of total global emissions, 
and of this, just 0.16 per cent of 
food travels by air.

Fresh produce is transported 
in commercial belly holds. Air-

freighted fresh produce on UK 
and European retailers’ shelves 
is enabled by UK and European 
travellers in commercial air-
lines. This provides capacity 
for airfreight. Africa’s passenger 
traffic is expected to double by 
2035. Increasing airfreight can 
therefore help Africa to reduce 
the trade deficit.

It stated that reducing air-
freight won’t reduce flights. If 
the industry stops importing 
fresh fruit and vegetables from 
Africa, it will have limited im-
pact on flights that are driven 
by passenger numbers.

“African imports far exceed 
exports. Africa has been a net 

importer of food for the last 
three decades. Nigeria imports 
10 times more than it exports. 
UK and European exports dom-
inate trade.”

Simon Derrick, head of sus-
tainability at fruit manufacturer 
Blue Skies and a founding mem-
ber of the Fairmiles consortium, 
said: “It is clear that airfreighted 
fresh produce from developing 
countries provides a vital trade 
link that lifts millions of people 
out of poverty. Stopping this 
trade will do more harm than 
good, so it is in all our interests 
to achieve net zero in a way that 
protects and not penalises vul-
nerable communities”.

By a Correspondent 

West Africa is staring at an 
incredible opportunity to pro-
vide the skilled workers need-
ed to power the global econo-
my over the coming decades.

But can the region fix its edu-
cation system and ensure its 
youthful talent pool can capi-
talise on the opportunities of 
the 21st century digital econo-
my?

According to Titilayo Adewu-
mi, Managing Director at SAP 
West Africa, bold steps toward 
educational reform are needed 
to promote improved learn-
ing outcomes and ensure the 
region an capitalise on the op-
portunities presented by abun-
dant population growth.

“Technology should play a 
central and guiding role in en-
hancing education systems in 
West Africa. In Nigeria, for ex-
ample, Edo state has launched 
a new system approach that 
leverages digital technologies 
to improve teaching and learn-
ing.”

Challenges with educa-
tion persist

With much of the developed 
world facing ageing popula-
tions and slowing population 
growth, Africa is expected to 
play a central role in the global 
labour market.

The working age popula-
tion in Sub-Saharan Africa will 
more than double in the next 
30 years, accounting for more 
than two-thirds of total global 
population growth.

However, despite Africa’s 
youthful population, only 9 
percent of children in sub-Sa-
haran Africa that enrol in pri-
mary school make it to tertiary 
education, and only 6 percent 
graduate.

Mobolaji Abubakre Ogun-
lende, Commissioner at Nige-
ria’s Ministry of Youths and So-
cial Development, says: “In West 
Africa, and by extension, Lagos, 
only a fraction of children who 
start in primary school make it 
to tertiary education and even 
fewer manage to graduate.

The root of this issue lies in 
the inefficiencies that plague 
our education systems, includ-
ing the lack of digital transfor-

partners with top universities 
to take talented graduates into 
SAP-specific training and help 
them bridge the gap between 
university and the workplace.

Commissioner Ogunlende 
says: “Undeniably, government 
infrastructure and programs 
are needed to adequately pro-
vide efficiencies not only by 
increasing conventional capac-
ity but also leveraging on the 
capacity of private-run pro-
grams like the SAP Dual Study 
Program and the SAP Young 
Professionals Program that 
have demonstrated the posi-
tive impact of private sector 
engagement in youth educa-
tional programs. By creating a 
multi-pronged assault on the 
issue, we can make significant 
in-roads in upskilling our pop-
ulation. These are some of the 
plans we would be unfolding in 
the next set of months in part-
nership with SAP.”

The SAP Young Profession-
als Program provides a two- 
to three-month enablement 
plan that includes SAP soft-
ware functional and technical 
knowledge. Graduates receive 
certification from SAP and exit 
the program as Associate Con-
sultants, making them instantly 
employable within the broader 
SAP partner and customer eco-
system.

This model creates benefits 
across the board: youth de-
velop industry-ready skills and 
secure suitable job opportuni-
ties; SAP partners and custom-
ers gain access to much-needed 
talent; countries benefit from 
the digital skills created; and 
SAP itself strengthens its own 
ecosystem.

“By making timely invest-
ments into strengthening the 
West African education sys-
tem, the region can more read-
ily benefit from its abundant 
youth skills,” says Adewumi.

However, considering perva-
sive challenges with access to 
quality education outcomes, 
organisations in the public and 
private sectors must come to-
gether to design suitable pro-
grammes that can accelerate 
youth skills development. Done 
correctly, this investment will 
pay dividends for decades to 
come,” he adds.

mation, which forces millions 
of students to compete for lim-
ited spaces in in-person educa-
tional institutions.”

Adewumi adds. “A lack of dig-
ital transformation in West Afri-
can education systems means 
millions of students have to 
travel long distances to physi-
cally collect transcripts instead 
of simply accessing digital cop-
ies online.”

Climate change is adding a 
further dimension to the re-
gion’s education challenges. 
The impact of droughts, floods, 
fires, heavy rain and heatwaves 
on education infrastructure 
can impact school attendance 
rates and dropout rates.

One study estimates climate 
change could keep more than 
12 million girls in lower-income 
countries from completing 
their education every year 
from as soon as 2025.

Experts are calling for bold 
action to address the region’s 
education challenges.

The World Bank’s Western 
and Central Africa Education 

Strategy 2022-2025, for exam-
ple, brings top education lead-
ers and experts together to ad-
vance the cause of education 
in the region. This strategy also 
sees investment of $3-billion 
into the education portfolio, 
with an additional $2-billion in 
the pipeline.

According to UNICEF’s strat-
egy for enhancing education in 
Central and West Africa, the re-
gion’s education sector should 
focus on four key priority areas, 
namely:

Access to education for all 
children, including an expan-
sion of early learning pro-
grammes, vocational training, 
and national data production;

Quality learning through 
improved teaching skills, qual-
ity standards, life skills pro-
grammes and early learning as-
sessments;

Girls’ education through pro-
grammes that support girls’ 
achievements in and through 
education; and

Education in emergencies, 
especially for children living 

in conflict or disaster zones, 
where school safety, psychoso-
cial support and information 
management are critical.

Adewumi says the private 
sector can play a critical role in 
enhancing education systems 
and outcomes in the region. 
“By investing in education and 
skills development initiatives, 
the private sector can also en-
sure it has access to the skills it 
needs to succeed and grow.”

Research conducted by SAP 
revealed an acute tech skills 
shortage in the region, with 
only 3 percent of organisa-
tions saying they don’t expect 
to have significant tech skills 
challenges in 2023. More than 
nine in ten organisations (93 
percent) also said the need for 
tech skills has increased in the 
past 12 months, with two-thirds 
of Nigerian organisations say-
ing he need for tech skills has 
increased significantly.

To help organisations in the 
region address the tech skills 
shortage, SAP introduced the 
SAP Dual Study Program, which 

ethical and health implications, with organic 
fertilizers emerging as a cornerstone for sus-
tainable agriculture. PMR’s insights reveal a 
growing preference for these natural solutions, 
driven by their myriad benefits, including en-
hanced soil health, water conservation, and 
the promotion of beneficial microbial activity. 
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Ghana’s medicinal plants, the ‘first aid’ 
for communities that are under threat

By Latoya Abulu

R
URAL communities in 
southwestern Ghana lacking 
access to conventional 
medicine are using dozens 

of medicinal tree species to treat up to 
83 ailments, according to a new study. 

However, many of these tree species 
are also threatened by factors includ-
ing overharvesting and agricultural 
expansion that drives deforestation in 
the area, the study authors say.

The study, published in the journal 
Heliyon, found that the communities 
on the fringes of the Asukese Forest 
Reserve and Amama Shelterbelt For-
est Reserve use 70 species of medici-
nal trees from 33 taxonomic families. 

The top five pharmacological effects 
they attribute to these trees are anti-
inflammatory, anti-malarial, anti-mi-
crobial, anti-bacterial, and reproduc-
tive boosting properties.

“Herbal medicine is like the ‘first 
aid’ of rural communities and the only 
aid in some remote areas,” study co-
author Michael Asigbaase, a lecturer 
in the Department of Forest Sciences 
at Ghana’s University of Energy and 
Natural Resources. “There are herbal-
ists in all communities. In fact, in some 
cases, they have been able to help peo-
ple who could not find help via clinics 
and hospitals.”

The study authors interviewed 88 
respondents from four communities, 
including the Indigenous Akan-Bono 
people and northern tribes like the 
Kusaasi and Waala to understand their 
use of medicinal trees in the region. 

The findings were evaluated using 
five parameters, including an Indig-
enous knowledge index that assessed 
community knowledge of plant prop-
erties, healing effects, varieties and 
side effects. The rest of the parameters 
looked at how often medicinal proper-
ties were cited in scientific literature, 
the species and plants’ part value, and 
their use within families.

For remote local communities in 
Ghana, medicinal trees are the pri-
mary source of treatment, given that 
they’re easily accessible to communi-
ties living on the fringes of forests. 

Despite recent advances in Western 
conventional medicine, the depend-
ence on traditional medicine in many 
countries in Africa is due to the rela-
tively high cost of the former, limited 
health service coverage and number 
of health professionals, and the cul-
tural normalization of traditional 
medicine.

“Many communities in Ghana per-
ceive herbal medicines to be more 
effective than orthodox (Western) 
medicine because they are available, 
affordable, and there is shared knowl-
edge on how to prepare and adminis-
ter them,” Asigbaase said. 

Traditional healers in Ghana pro-
vide an estimated  percent of health 
care using diverse medicinal species. 
Ghanaian tribes as a result collected 
traditional medicine knowledge of a 
combined 1,360 species of medicinal 
plants for their primary health care 
needs.

According to the study, participants 
who were widowed had more knowl-
edge of medicinal plants compared 
to respondents who were married or 
single. This was because they have a 
large number of dependents or have 
experienced the loss of a spouse, the 
authors say, which is associated with 
limited income or access to resources 
for Western medicine.

Azadirachta indica, commonly 
known as the neem tree, was the most 
frequently cited medicinal tree spe-
cies.

“Plant species of the Fabaceae, Ap-
ocynaceae, Arecaceae families and 
their closely related families have 
generally been reported to contain 
high levels of bioactive compounds 
with pharmacological value,” Asig-
baase said.

“Consistent with our findings, some 
studies have reported ethno botani-

cal knowledge on the use of various 
trees for the treatment of human, 
plant, and animal diseases.”

A treatment at risk
Despite their widely acknowledged 

medicinal value, these trees are also 
used by community members for 
other purposes. These include mak-
ing charcoal for fuel and as timber 
for construction and carpentry — uses 
that pose a threat to the conservation 
of the tree species. Wider threats like 
agricultural expansion, logging, min-
ing, urbanization and climate change 
also contribute to the loss of medici-
nal tree species through deforesta-
tion, the study noted.

According to the United Nations 
Development Program, the current 
deforestation and forest degradation 
rate in Ghana is 135,000 hectares 
(333,600 acres) every year. Another 
study by Asigbaase and several col-
leagues involved in the Heliyon paper, 
and also conducted near the Asukese 
and Amama forest reserves, shows 
that seven of the cited medicinal plant 
species are vulnerable to extinction.

Overharvesting of these plants, 
which are primarily sourced from the 

wild, is among the top drivers of the 
loss of medicinal plants in the study 
area. According to the perception of 
residents interviewed for that study, 
medicinal plants will become locally 
extinct in a decade.

The loss of these species means the 
erasure of their traditional knowl-
edge, spirituality, and history, say re-
searchers of another study on Ghana’s 
ethnobotanical traditions. According 
to Bismark Ofosu-Bamfo, a lecturer 
in ecology at the University of Ener-
gy and Natural Resources, there are 
strong ties between the trees and cul-
ture in most tribes across Ghana.

“Some names of towns like Odu-
mase may literally [mean] ‘under the 
Odum tree’ (Milicia excels). A name 
like Onyina, which is a surname and 
also an appellation for a male born on 
Thursday (Yaw Onyina), is the same as 
the local name for Ceiba pentandra,” 
he said.

Ofosu-Bamfo said sustainable har-
vesting of herbal medicine is a key 
challenge as the demand for trees, like 
the bark of Khaya species, also known 
as African mahogany, is high, mainly 
from producers of herbal bitters. The 
demand for plants like Khaya gran-

difoliola, studied for the treatment 
of gastric ulcers, sometimes leads to 
felling and debarking of whole trees.

“Conservation commitment from 
users of herbal medicine at a local 
to industrial scale is needed,” Ofosu-
Bamfo said. “Alternatives to trees may 
exist in closely related woody climb-
ers [like lianas], some of which are in 
the same families as the trees used 
for the same medical conditions.”

In 1975, the government estab-
lished the Centre for Scientific Re-
search into Plant Medicine (CSRPM), 
later renamed the Centre for Plant 
Medicine Research (CPMR). Accord-
ing to Asigbaase and colleagues, the 
government realizes the importance 
of traditional medicine in Ghanaian 
society.

“The activities of the CPMR and 
other scientific studies confirm-
ing the efficacy of such herbal rem-
edies have further promoted and 
increased the usage of herbal medi-
cines in Ghana,” their study says.

One way in which communities 
in the study area are trying to con-
serve medicinal trees is through gov-
ernment-led forest restoration and 
protection programs that target fre-
quent forest fires in the region. The 
impacts of these programs are yet to 
be evaluated.

“Local communities play a critical 
role in initial firefighting and assist in 
early detection, boundary clearing to 
contain the fire, and the planting of 
trees,” Asigbaase said.

“The communities also partici-
pate in the Modified Taungya System 
(MTS), which is an innovative forest 
restoration tool. It is an agro-forestry 
system where participants are given 
portions of degraded forest lands to 
cultivate crops until the canopy of 
the trees closes.”

Contrary to the findings of similar 
studies that show traditional plant 
knowledge diminishing across gen-
erations, the authors found similar 
levels of ethno botanical knowledge 
across different ages, genders, reli-
gions and educational levels. This 
suggests an effective transfer of 
knowledge among individuals in lo-
cal communities, which can play a 
role in the conservation of species.

“This transfer of ethno botani-
cal knowledge has been possible 
through parental training and com-
munity knowledge sharing via word-
of-mouth recommendations,” Asig-
baase said.

“There is a saying among the local 
communities that can be translated 
as, ‘If you are sick, you should not 
keep quiet,’” he added, noting com-
munity members explore solutions 
to their health problems by sharing 
their accumulated ethno botanical 
knowledge.”

Local 
communities 
play a critical 
role in initial 
firefighting 
and assist 
in early 
detection, 
boundary 
clearing to 
contain the 
fire, and the 
planting of 
trees.

Azadirachta indica, commonly known as the ‘neem tree’, was the most frequently cited medicinal tree species. 
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BUSINESS CRDB holds dominance 
at DSE, transacting 13.8 
million shares in 4 days

By Guardian Reporter

CRDB Bank Plc continues to 
maintain its dominance in Dar es 
Salaam Stock Exchange (DSE) ac-
tivity, after recording the trading 
of 13.8 million shares during the 
first four days of this week.

The DSE market reports indi-
cate the majority of shares of the 
largest and most profitable bank 
were sold by foreign investors, of 
which all were absorbed by local 
investors, ahead of dividends an-

nouncement for 2023.
All of the company’s shares 

were traded in 365 deals of which 
12.9 million traded through pre-
arranged block trade and the re-
maining were transacted through 
normal trade, the daily reports 
show.

The report further shows the 
bank’s share traded between 
460/- and 500/-, which resulted 
into gaining of the market price 
to 485/- on Thursday’s close, com-
pared to 465/- recorded during the 

close of the first trading session of 
the week.

According to unaudited finan-
cial statements for 2023, CRDB 
Group, recorded the basic earn-
ings per share (EPS) amounting 
to 162/-, compared to 134.5/- re-
corded during the previous year, 
with an increase in net profit by 
21 percent to 424bn/- compared to 
351bn/- respectively.

Market analysts are expecting 
continuing foreign investors’ exits 
from the DSE and other Sub-Saha-

ran African markets due to global 
economic factors, although this 
will not affect the stability of the 
market due to strong local inves-
tors’ absorption capacities.

The DSE report shows, foreign 
investors have so far sold shares 
valued 15.4bn/- during the current 
quarter, which is 250 percent of 
the value of shares they sold dur-
ing the first quarter of last year.

However, the report shows for-
eign investors have so far bought 
shares valued 1.17bn/- during the 
current quarter, which is a third 
of the value of shares they bought 
during the first quarter of last year.

The market reports for four days 
show TCCIA Investment Company 
(TICL) was second top mover, af-
ter recording the transactions of 
0.3 million shares valued nearly 
57mn/- traded at a price ranging 
from 190/- to 200/- per share in 59 
deals.

The market report shows, NMB 
Bank counter was the third top 
mover after transacting 27,255 
shares valued 127.4mn/- traded at 
a price ranging from 4,600/- to 
4,700/- per share in 58 deals. 

The DSE report also shows that 
the total market capitalisation 
increased by nearly 300bn/- dur-
ing the start of the month, due to 
increase of share prices among lo-
cally and cross listed companies.

According to the market report, 
the domestic market capitalisa-
tion also gained by nearly 200bn/- 
since the start of this month, due 
to appreciation of local firms.

NEW YORK

STRONGER than expected earn-
ings are leading companies on both 
sides of the Atlantic to announce 
share buybacks at a blistering pace 
as 2024 gets going — a potentially 
crucial pillar of support for global 
stock markets already trading at all-
time highs.

Facing the highest borrowing 
costs in decades, corporations 
turned stingy on share repurchases 
in 2023, but that’s changing with 
buybacks projected to increase this 
year. 

Profit growth is improving and in-
vestors expect the Federal Reserve 
and European Central Bank to start 
cutting interest rates this year. The 
reduced borrowing costs should 
give companies more cash and 
room to take on debt to boost their 
share prices.

US companies have announced 
$105 billion in planned share repur-
chases in the first seven days of Feb-
ruary, surpassing the full-month tal-
ly in January. It’s the strongest start 
to a February ever for announced 
buybacks and the second-best start 
to a year after 2023, data by re-
search firm Birinyi Associates Inc. 
show. Perhaps not surprisingly, the 
S&P 500 Index is has posted nine 
records so far this year.

“It does tell you that management 
is getting more confident about 
where the economy is headed,” said 
Matt Maley, chief market strategist 
at Miller Tabak + Co. “It should be 
seen as somewhat constructive indi-
cator. Stocks are not as cheap as last 
year, but companies announcing 
buybacks think the rally has more 
room to run.”

S&P 500 firms are expected to re-
purchase $885 billion in stock this 
year, up 10 percent from 2023 but 
down 4 percent from the record-set-
ting pace in 2022, according to pre-
liminary data from S&P Dow Jones 
Indices.

Meta Platforms Inc. last week an-
nounced plans to buy back an ad-
ditional $50 billion in stock, among 
the biggest authorizations in US 
history, Birinyi’s data show. That 
was followed by Carlyle Group Inc. 
on Wednesday saying it plans to 

buy back as much as $1.4 billion in 
shares, and Alibaba Group Holding 
Ltd. saying it’s boosting its repur-
chase program by $25 billion.

“While the market is at record 
highs, many companies’ stock pric-
es have continued to languish and 
as a result buying back the stock is 
an indication from these companies 
that they see their stock as a good 
value,” said Jeff Rubin, Birinyi’s di-
rector of research.

While buybacks may help share 
performance, the impact can be 
somewhat diminished because high 
valuations mean companies are 
likely to scoop up fewer shares, said 
Howard Silverblatt, senior index 
analyst at S&P Dow Jones Indices. 
In addition, the expenditures aren’t 
necessarily that big when measured 
against the companies’ earnings and 
market values, he said.

Buyback announcements have in-
creased in Europe as well, particu-
larly in the financials and energy 
sectors, which that returned the 
most to shareholders last year. With 
banks continuing to reap the bene-
fits of higher borrowing costs, share 
repurchase programs at Unicredit 
SpA, Intesa Sanpaolo SpA, Deutsche 
Bank AG and Banco Bilbao Vizcaya 
Argentaria SA are pushing stocks 
higher.

A Goldman Sachs Group Inc. bas-
ket of high buyback yield stocks has 
risen twice as much over the past 
12 months as the Stoxx Europe 600 
Index‘s 5.9 percent return, while 
the Solactive European Buyback 
Index also surged 10% during the 
period.

All of which is a good sign for the 
global economy and markets, as 
a strong pipeline of planned buy-
backs shows confidence among 
corporate executives, said Marshall 
Front, chief investment officer at 
Front Barnett Associates.

“The economy continues to im-
prove, inflationary pressures con-
tinue to subside, interest rates will 
continue to decline — and all of the 
above is giving corporate executives 
the confidence they need to an-
nounce share buybacks,” Front said 
by phone, referring to the US. “It 
means that companies don’t expect 
a major economic downturn.”

Global share buybacks 
now return with a bang

By Guardian Reporter

The total value of internet bank-
ing transactions reached 76.3trn/- 
in 2022, an increase of 35.5 
percent, compared to 56.3trn/- re-
corded in 2021, the Bank of Tan-
zania (BoT) National Payment Sys-
tem (NPS) annual report for 2022 
published recently has shown.

The increase resulted from the 
growth of transaction volume by 
36.13 percent to 8.3 million trans-
actions in 2022, compared to 6.1 
million transactions recorded 
during the previous year.

Internet banking refers to the 
process of making transactions 
through the Internet. Internet 
banking allows customers to ac-
cess their bank accounts and con-
duct transactions without visiting 
the nearest branch.

Usually, internet banking can be 
conducted through computers, 
smartphones and tablets using a 
web application.

The report shows the number 
of banks involved with internet 
banking services also increased 
to 27 in 2022, compared to 25 
recorded in 2021, with number 
of registered customers being 
245,438 compared to 185,617 re-
spectively.

However, the number of active 
customers was half of the regis-
tered, but more than doubled to 
110,692 compared to 52,666, re-
spectively.

The value of local transactions 

BoT: Value of internet banking 
transactions hit 76trn/- in 2022

Total market capitalisation increased by nearly 300bn/- during the start of the month

of internet banking, according to 
the report, amounted to 66.5trn/-  
in the year 2022, an increase from 
46.3trn/- recorded a year before, 
following the increase of transac-
tion to nearly 8 million, compared 
to 5.8 million recorded during the 
previous year.

The report shows, the value of 
international internet banking 

transaction amounted to 9.8trn/- 
in 2022 compared 10trn/- record-
ed in 2021, amid an increase of the 
volume of transactions to 308,602 
compared to 275,682 respectively.

In cross–border payments the 
report shows, in 2022 the volume 
and value of inflows increased by 
20.41 per cent and 60.52 per cent 
to reach 500,849 transactions 

NAIROBI

BANKS have started sharing 
information about foreign ac-
count holders with the Kenya 
Revenue Authority (KRA) as 
the taxman steps up its purge 
of tax dodgers and beneficiar-
ies of illicit wealth.

Some banks on Thursday 
notified their customers that 
they had started implement-
ing the common reporting 
standards (CRS) under which 
countries agree to seamlessly 
share information on taxpay-
ers.

The KRA is also expected 
to receive similar details on a 

resident taxpayer with an off-
shore account.

For individual account hold-
ers, banks will share with tax-
man details such as account 
balance, address, place of 
birth, date of birth, country 
or countries of tax residence, 
and ID numbers.

In the case of corporate en-
tities, banks are also expect-
ed to collect and forward to 
the KRA information on the 
place of registration, the en-
tity type, and the controlling 
person.

In January last year, the 
Treasury Cabinet Secretary 
signed the Tax Procedures 

(Common Reporting Stand-
ards) Regulations, 2023, which 
require all Kenyan banks, 
trusts, and other financial in-
stitutions to report foreigners’ 
details to the KRA.

The KRA will then share this 
information with 106 signato-
ry countries—including popu-
lar tax havens such as Swit-
zerland, Panama, the Cayman 
Islands, Bermuda, the British 
Virgin Islands, Mauritius, Jer-
sey, and Monaco.

The tax authorities in the 
other signatory countries are 
in return required to share 
similar information with the 
KRA, enhancing the taxman’s 

chances of getting its hands 
on cash hidden in offshore ac-
counts.

Just like the anti-money 
laundering rules that re-
quire financial institutions 
to report cash transactions 
of over Sh1 million to the 
Financial Reporting Centre, 
banks are expected to review 
all existing accounts with 
balances of above $250,000 
(Sh40 million) belonging to a 
foreigner.

However, tax experts cau-
tion that banks and the KRA 
walk a tightrope in safeguard-
ing customer confidentiality 
in line with the Data Protec-

tion Act.
“Further, the CRS requires 

participating authorities to 
have data safeguards in place 
and I think this is what the 
Data Protection Act resolves,” 
said Robert Waruiru, a partner 
at Ichiban Tax & Business Ad-
visory LLP, adding that the EU 
tax residents will be subject to 
the much more stringent EU 
data regulations.

Being a signatory to the 
CRS, Kenya hopes to lift the 
veil on assets held by Kenyans 
abroad, especially companies 
and individuals that have set 
up shop in low-tax jurisdic-
tions.

In 2017, the Treasury an-
nounced a tax amnesty offer 
to attract Kenyan investors 
who had stashed their wealth 
abroad to return it without be-
ing penalised.

Kenya the same year struck 
a deal with the Jersey govern-
ment for repatriation of more 
than Sh380 million confis-
cated from a company associ-
ated with former Kenya Power 
managing director Samuel Gi-
churu.

CRS was developed by the 
Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Develop-
ment (OECD), a club of mostly 
rich countries, in July 2014 to 

reduce instances of tax eva-
sion through the sharing of 
information among jurisdic-
tions on an annual basis.

In the Finance Act, 2021, 
Kenya adopted the common 
reporting standards, which 
allows the KRA to seek infor-
mation on a taxpayer from tax 
authorities in other jurisdic-
tions.

Earlier on July 22, 2020, 
Kenya signed the CRS Multi-
lateral Competent Authority 
Agreement on Automatic Ex-
change of Financial Account 
Information and adopted 
the OECD Regulations as 
drafted.

Banks start sharing customer data with tax body

worth 1,344.12bn/-, from 415,960 
transactions and 837.33bn/- re-
corded in 2021, respectively.

The volume of outflows 33 
remittances recorded a slight 
growth rate of 2.28 per cent to 
132,740 transactions in 2022, ris-
ing from 129,651 transactions. 
The corresponding value grew by 
33.12 per cent to 640.14bn/-.
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China proposes US$1bn for revamping Tazara
LUSAKA
 

C
HINA presented a 
plan to spend more 
than $1 billion refur-
bishing a key rail-

way connecting Zambia’s cop-
per heartland with the Indian 
Ocean port of Dar es Salaam in 
neighboring Tanzania.

Beijing’s ambassador to Zam-
bia, Du Xiaohui, on Wednesday 
handed the proposal to Frank 
Tayali, the nation’s transport 
minister, saying in comments 
broadcast on state radio that 
the investment amount would 
be over the “coming years.”

The Tanzanian and Zambian 
governments handed the con-
cession to run the so-called 
Tazara railroad on a commer-
cial basis to a Chinese state-
owned company. A team from 
China Civil Engineering Con-
struction Corp. visited the two 
African nations to study the 
line ahead of submitting the 
proposal. 

China built and financed the 
1,860-kilometer (1,156-mile) 
railway in the 1970s and it’s 
since fallen into disrepair, op-

LONDON/LAGOS

AIRTEL Africa has announced 
the launch of launch of Airtel Af-
rica Telesonic Limited (‘Teleson-
ic’), a cutting-edge fibre band-
width service, leveraging ground 
fibre assets and submarine cable 
systems to meet the growing de-
mand for wholesale data in Af-
rica, by offering comprehensive 
terrestrial fibre and submarine 
cable solutions.

In its statement issued yester-
day, the firm said plans are un-
derway to establish local entities 
in key markets where Airtel Af-
rica operates to oversee all fibre 
assets and manage the opera-
tional aspects of the wholesale 
business. 

The initiative is expected to 
have a long-term positive impact 
across Africa by improving the 
quality of life for communities 
and boosting national econo-
mies.

Currently, Telesonic has an ex-
tensive fibre network across the 
continent. 

It has also invested in the 2Af-
rica submarine cable system 
which is poised to become the 
most comprehensive submarine 
cable across the continent and 
the Middle East region, the state-
ment said. 

By Guardian Correspondent

RESOURCE Mining Corpora-
tion Limited has announced 
that it has acquired the Mpanda 
and Mbozi Cu-Au Projects by 
acquiring 75 percent the issued 
shares of Tanzanian company, 
Vancouver Mineral Resources 
Limited.

The projects are located 
within the Ubendian Orogenic 
Belt, a significant multi-ele-
ment resource area in western 
Tanzania. 

RMC currently holds six Ni-
Cu project areas within the 
same belt, multiplying the op-
portunity for critical minerals 
discoveries.

The Mpanda and Mbozi Cu-
Au Projects are located in 
some of the most prospective 
ground within the region. Min-
ing of copper in the Mpanda 
Mineral Field has been active 
since the 1930’s and continues 
today with the development of 
the very high grade Singililwa 
Mine, along strike to the Mpan-
da Cu-Au Project’s tenements. 

The Mbozi Cu-Au Project was 
initially explored by BHP, with 
the location of a high-grade 
copper project (Luez Hill) also 
up strike from the tenements. 
Preliminary soil surveys and 
field mapping in both projects 
has already located major cop-
per anomalies within geologi-
cal units that could support 
significant mineralisation.

erating at a fraction of its de-
sign capacity. 

The line will compete di-
rectly with another railroad 
the US is backing to connect 
Zambia westward to the Lobito 
port on Angola’s Atlantic coast, 

both part of efforts to expand 
export routes for copper and 
cobalt mines in Zambia and 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
to the north.

The region is becoming cen-
tral to efforts by the US and 

the European Union to secure 
access to minerals that electric-
vehicle manufacturers can’t do 
without, and which are critical 
to the broader energy transi-
tion. Especially in Congo, China 
has been the dominant force 

for years.
China, Tanzania and Zambia 

will undertake the revitaliza-
tion of Tazara using a public-
private partnership model, Du 
said. 

The announcement came a 

day before the US was due to 
host an investment forum for 
the Lobito corridor in Zam-
bia, with Amos Hochstein, 
President Joe Biden’s energy 
and investment adviser, and 
President Hakainde Hichilema 

Airtel Africa launches fibre, 
data connectivity for Africa

Australian firm acquires copper-gold projects in Tanzania

By Francis Kajubi, Dodoma

GF Automobile Limited has donated a Mahindra 
car to the ministry of Agriculture to facilitate effi-
cient operations of its officials in Dodoma capital.

The car which is part of the company’s corpo-
rate social responsibility (CSR) is intended to 
complement the implementation of the Building 
the Better Tomorrow (BBT) project as a means of 
transport. Accepting the car on Thursday, Agricul-
ture minister Hussein Bashe commended GF Auto-
mobile for being on the forefront in giving back to 
the community and for taking full part in develop-
ment projects initiated by the government.

“GF has been one of the best development part-
ners of the government. Today I am accepting this 
vehicle which is going to play a critical role in im-
plementation of the BBI project in Dodoma,” said 
Bashe.

According to the minister, the ministry is wel-
coming all development partners to take part 
in the implementation of the project especially 
through CSR donations. 

GF Group Commercial director Salman Karmali 
said that the company would like to see the agri-
culture sector being empowered for the majority 
of youth to engage in self-employment.

According to him, GF Automobile and Mahindra 
entered into a partnership MoU last November for 
assembling Mahindra branded cars at its facility in 
Kibaha district next June.

“This means that the factory’s production is ex-
pected to pile up from the current 1,000 annually 
assembled cars. Mahindra is out to support devel-
opments of the local mobility sector,” said Karmali.

He said GF Group is a proud employer of over 
500 locals directly in its factories and another 
700 indirectly. Its collaboration with Mahindra is 
a great milestone that symbolizes shared commit-
ment towards driving prosperity in the country’s 
automotive industry.

He asserted that the launch of the Mahindra 
brand in Tanzania is another step ahead in its 
plans of having an existence in the East African re-
gion. In Africa Mahindra has a presence in about 
30 countries.

“The business venture between Mahindra and 
GF Group is mostly likely to cut down used car im-
portation into the country,” he said.

This is the case when the Motor Vehicles (Tax on 
Registration and Transfer Act, 2019 has set condi-
tions on imported used vehicles.

However, it is an advanced stage of already made 
reforms such as in July this year the National As-
sembly approved restriction of imported used 
cars age not to exceed eight years down from the 
previous ten years from the year of manufacture.

Setting a fairground, the parliament decided 
that if a car is older than eight years then it will 
face additional excise duty upon importation. The 
rate is 25 percent for regular cars and five percent 
for utility vehicles.

Automobile firm 
donates vehicle 
for BBT project

among the speakers.
Last month, the China Civil 

Engineering Construction Cor-
poration (CCECC) dispatched a 
task force to conduct a compre-
hensive business and technical 
inspection of the railway from 
Dar es Salaam in Tanzania to 
Kapiri-Mposhi in Zambia.

The CCECC task force was 
led by Mr Peng Danyang, man-
aging director of the Ethiopia-
Djibouti Railway.

CCECC has been appointed 
as the negotiator for the pro-
spective engagement of a Chi-
nese operator to participate in 
the revitalisation of the Tazara.

It was reported last month 
that the CCECC’s revitalisation 
proposal will be considered 
by the Tanzania-Zambia Joint 
Technical Committee, and then 
evaluated by the Tanzania-
Zambia Steering Committee.

Tazara says that the multi-
stage review process under-
scores the commitment to 
comprehensive assessment 
and collaboration at the vari-
ous levels of governance before 
Tazara is transferred to a Chi-
nese Investor.

2Africa is the largest subma-
rine cable interconnecting 33 
countries in Africa, the Middle 
East and Europe. 

The statement said the pro-
ject aims to provide customers 
with a seamless connectivity be-
tween Africa and Europe to pos-

itively impact communities by 
enhancing connectivity in key 
sectors such as education and 
healthcare, fostering improved 

Airtel Africa’s Group CEO, Segun Ogunsanya

access and efficiency.
Telesonic will offer products 

such as national and internation-
al leased line, dedicated internet 
access, IP and IP transit services 
and multiprotocol label switch-
ing (MPLS) services through its 
network of over 75,000 kilome-
tres of terrestrial fibre across 
Airtel Africa’s 14 markets.

Airtel Africa’s Group CEO, Se-
gun Ogunsanya said:  “The es-
tablishment of Airtel Africa Tele-
sonic Limited underscores Airtel 
Africa’s commitment to address-
ing Africa’s needs for the digital 
revolution by providing cutting-
edge fibre-optic solutions that 
will empower businesses, edu-
cation, healthcare, and commu-
nities at large. No doubt, Africa 
is experiencing a digital revolu-
tion, with surging demand for 
data across various sectors espe-
cially by the continent’s growing 
youth population”. 

With robust and scalable infra-
structure, he said, Airtel Africa 
aim to bridge the digital divide 
and unlock opportunities for in-
novation and economic growth. 

He added; “Our investment 
signifies not just a technological 
advancement but also a catalyst 
for progress, connecting people 
and ideas across borders.”

Resource Mining Corpora-
tion’s Executive Chairman, 
Asimwe Kabunga, said: “We are 
extremely excited to announce 
the acquisition of the Mpanda 
and Mbozi Cu-Au Projects, 
which we intend to explore in 
parallel with our current Ni-Cu 
projects. 

The new projects are placed 
along strike from some of the 
most significant Cu-Au discov-
eries in Tanzania, and recent 
field work has already found 
major anomalies along strike 
and within the appropriate ge-
ology. The advantage held by 
our in-country knowledge and 

experienced staff can now be 
fully utilised as we expand our 
exploration base and continue 
to explore for major critical 
mineral deposits.”

Resource Mining Corpora-
tion Limited is an independent 
Australian minerals company 
advancing a portfolio of pro-

spective exploration projects 
focused on the definition of 
battery minerals in leading 
mining jurisdictions.

The company has six pro-
spective nickel projects in 
Tanzania and is currently ex-
ploring the Liparamba nickel 
project.
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China’s energy sector lures 
big number of foreign firms
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6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Igizo: Filimbi rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini 

wamo 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Mapishi rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Wa-

tumishi housing
21:20     Kipindi maalum: 

Tanesco
21:50    Ripoti maalum:
22:30 	Soap: Uzalo
23:00    Jiji letu 
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 15 FebTHURSDAY 15 Feb 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa

9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake 

rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: 

BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 16 FebFRIDAY 16 Feb
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Wa-

tumishi housing
11:20      Jagina rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tane-

sco
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Mai-

sha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: 

Sema na Mahakama
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: 

Sema na Mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)

17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15      Top ten
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 17 FebSATURDAY 17 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10	 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 18 FebSUNDAY 18 Feb
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo 

rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mch-

ezo Supa Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi

BEIJING

UPBEAT about the business op-
portunities in China’s new energy 
sector, global industrial gas suppli-
er Air Products has been scaling up 
its stake in the country.

Last year, the company estab-
lished its Asia hydrogen application 
technology center in east China’s 
Zhejiang Province, where it is also 
building China’s first commercial-
scale liquid hydrogen plant. In ad-
dition, it is also working to advance 
the local production of liquid hy-
drogen storage tanks in Shanghai 
and local liquid hydrogen industry 
standards.

“The growth potential of inno-
vative green technologies will be 
tapped further as China promotes 
the development of new produc-
tive forces,” said Saw Choon Seong, 
president of Air Products China.

As new productive forces under-
score scientific and technological 
innovation and green growth, they 
are expected to generate new in-
dustries, models and growth driv-
ers, analysts say. For foreign inves-
tors, these forces mean increased 
demand and a bigger market.

Air Products’ ongoing commit-
ment to China epitomizes how for-
eign enterprises are digging into 
opportunities brought by the coun-
try’s pursuit of these new produc-
tive forces.

On the back of government poli-
cies, China’s strategic emerging 
industries have seen rapid expan-
sion in recent years, and high-tech 
industries have also become hot 
spots for foreign investors.

Last year, the country’s high-tech 
industries drew in foreign direct 
investment totaling 423.34 billion 
yuan (about 59.6 billion US dollars), 
accounting for a record-high 37.3 
percent of the national total, data 
from the Ministry of Commerce 
shows.

Cai Wei, chief strategy officer of 
KPMG Advisory (China), said that 
China will create multiple opportu-
nities for foreign firms while devel-
oping new productive forces.

“In emerging sectors such as new 
materials and advanced manufac-
turing, we have seen demand for 
high-quality industrial gases and 
advanced application technologies 
rise in recent years,” Saw said.

To better leverage innovation 
trends, explore market opportu-
nities and meet the demands of 
consumers, an increasing number 
of foreign enterprises have estab-
lished research centers in China.

Take ResMed as an example. The 
medical device manufacturer has 
set up a local digital research and 
development team in China, along 
with an independent production 
base and product lines targeting 

the Chinese market.
Scientific and technological in-

novation will play a key role in Chi-
na’s future development, said Tony 
Liu, general manager of ResMed 
China. He observed that enterpris-
es in China have accelerated digi-
tal transformation and industrial 
chain upgrades, striving to move up 
the value chain.

With a supersized market, high-
quality talent pool, stable social 
environment, solid infrastructure 
and improving government servic-
es, China boasts a comprehensive 
competitive edge and holds “strong 
appeal” to foreign enterprises, Liu 
said.

Cai noted that China’s complete 
industrial chain and strong indus-
trial supporting capabilities have 
provided a solid foundation for for-
eign companies to collaborate with 
their Chinese peers.

“Foreign enterprises can coop-
erate with local companies, share 
resources, and facilitate techno-
logical exchanges and industrial 
upgrades, enhancing their overall 
competitiveness,” he said.

While fostering new productive 
forces, the country has rolled out 
a raft of policies and cultivated a 
more open and friendly environ-
ment for foreign investors, Cai 
noted. “Foreign companies should 
seize these opportunities, actively 
participate in the market, and grow 
together with the Chinese econo-
my,” he added.

On international cooperation, he 
said that China has taken the initia-
tive to integrate into the global in-
novation network and enhance its 
technological and industrial inno-
vation capabilities through open-
ing-up and cooperation over the 
past 10-plus years.

With the development of new 

productive forces, such coopera-
tion will be strengthened further, 
especially in the research, devel-

opment, application and promo-
tion of disruptive and cutting-edge 
technologies, he said.

NEW YORK

COCOA futures extended their 
surge to a record in New York as 
a shortfall gripped the market, 
threatening to make chocolate 
and other confectionery costlier.

Prices have doubled during the 
past year as growers in West Africa 
— who produce the bulk of global 
supply — are battered by extreme 
weather. Earlier rains promoted 
the spread of crop disease and 
delayed harvesting. That has been 
followed by a seasonal dry spell, 
which could further crimp pro-
duction.

Consumers are already shell-
ing out more for treats, and the 
cocoa rally is set to hurt results 
of chocolate makers like Hershey. 
High commodity prices will limit 
earnings growth this year, execu-
tives of the Hershey, Pennsylvania-
based company said Thursday.

The worst may lie ahead as 
chocolate makers run out of sup-
plies booked earlier and fully fac-
tor in the rally. While the gains 
have prompted some growers to 

expand production, new trees can 
take a few years to bear beans.

“We are in a very tight balance,” 
which will likely hold for another 
18 months to three years, Paul 
Davis, the head of cocoa at major 
softs merchant Sucres et Denrees 
SA, said in an interview at the Am-
sterdam Cocoa Week. “There is no 
cavalry that’s coming to the res-
cue.”

Davis, who is also president of 
European Cocoa Association, said 
he wouldn’t rule out the potential 
for prices to scale $6,000 a ton. 
Global cocoa supplies are on track 
to fall short of demand for a third 
season.

The most-active cocoa futures 
contract in New York touched a 
high of $5,600 a metric ton on 
Thursday, surpassing a 1977 peak 
of $5,379 a ton. That puts the con-
tract at the highest in data com-
piled by Bloomberg spanning 65 
years. The crop began trading in 
New York a century ago. A key 
spread between March and May 
New York futures also surged to a 
record.

Cocoa price hits record 
high due to tight supply

LAGOS

NIGERIA’S one-year bill auction 
was oversubscribed by more than 
two times after the central bank 
hiked the interest rate on the short-
term debt obligation to attract in-
vestors, in a sign that tighter mon-
etary policy is on its way.

The Abuja-based Central Bank 
of Nigeria sold 908.75 billion naira 
($632 million) of the bills to both 
local and foreign investors at rates 
that were nearly twice the level of 
previous offers. Yields on the offer-
ing rose to 19 percent, the highest 
in 12 years, from 11.5 percent at the 
previous auction on Jan. 24.

The 19 percent rate on the 364-
day bills took it above the central 
bank’s policy rate, which currently 
stands at 18.75 percent, for the first 
time. It is also close to Nigeria’s rate 
of inflation, which stood at nearly 
a three-decade high of 28.9 percent 
in December.

By selling the one-year bills at a 
yield above the benchmark inter-
est rate, the nation is “setting the 
tone for a tighter monetary policy 

stance when the monetary policy 
committee” convenes later this 
month, analysts at BancTrust and 
Co. led by Ayodeji Dawodu, said in 
an emailed note.

The central bank’s MPC, which 
hasn’t met since July, will gather 
Feb. 26 and 27 and economists ex-
pect it to raise interest rates sharp-
ly.

Other short-term debt obliga-
tions were also sold at higher 
rates. Three-month bills were sold 
at 17.24 percent, which was three 
times higher than the January offer 
of 5 percent, while six-month notes 
fetched 18 percent.

The auction suggests the central 
bank is seeking to normalize inter-
est rates in Africa’s most populous 
nation and lure foreign investors in 
a bid to stabilize the naira.

Nigeria has relaxed currency 
controls and introduced a series 
of other measures since June to 
reform its foreign-exchange mar-
ket and ease a dollar scarcity that 
has created a backlog of unmet de-
mand estimated at $2.2 billion by 
the central bank.

Nigeria spikes rate 
on short-term bills
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SANAA

The US-British navy forces struck 
a Houthi site in Yemen’s Red Sea port 
city of Hodeidah on Thursday, the 
group’s al-Masirah TV reported.

Two strikes hit the al-Dhubrah area 
in the district of Ras Issa, northwest 
of the city, said the television without 
providing further information.

After the strikes, Houthi leader Ab-
dulmalik al-Houthi delivered a tel-
evised speech, vowing again to contin-
ue missile attacks against the United 
States, British and Israeli vessels, un-
less Israel stops the conflict and block-
ade on the Palestinian enclave of the 
Gaza Strip. 

“The American-British strikes on 
our country (group’s camps) this week 
amounted to 86 strikes and have not 
affected or limited our armed capa-
bilities,” he said in a televised speech 
aired by the group’s TV channel al-
Masirah, adding “our missile attacks 
will continue in the Red Sea and Gulf 
of Aden.”

The group’s attacks would stop only 
when “the US, Britain and Israel allow 
access of food and medicine to the 
Palestinian enclave of the Gaza Strip 
and stop conflict on the Palestinians,” 
al-Houthi said, adding that his group’s 
operations are part of a wide move of 
the regional resistance.

The US Navy has made no comment 
yet on today’s strikes.

Hours earlier, the US Navy released 
a brief statement on social media plat-
form X on its Wednesday’s strikes on 
Houthi camps.

“On Feb 7, at approximately 9:00 pm 
Yemen time, US Central Command 
forces conducted self-defense strikes 
against two Houthi mobile anti-ship 
cruise missiles prepared to launch 
against ships in the Red Sea,” the US 
Central Command said, referring to 
the strikes on a Houthi site in the Ras 
Issa district, where the Houthis used 
to launch missile attacks on the com-
mercial vessels in the Red Sea.

“Later that day, at 11:30 pm Yemen 
time (2030 GMT), the CENTCOM forc-
es conducted a second strike against 
a Houthi mobile land attack cruise 
missile prepared to launch,” it said, 
referring to the Houthi stronghold of 
northern Saada province.

“The CENTCOM identified these 
missiles in Houthi-controlled areas 
of Yemen and determined they pre-
sented an imminent threat to US Navy 
ships and merchant vessels in the re-
gion,” the CENTCOM added.

The armed Houthi group has 
launched dozens of missile attacks 
against commercial vessels transiting 
the Red Sea since mid-November last 
year, in what the group said in solidar-
ity with Palestinians in Gaza.

The US-British maritime coalition 
hit back in response in an attempt to 
deter the group, but the group has in-
stead increased escalation.

The Houthi group has been control-
ling the strategic Red Sea port city of 
Hodeidah since the 2018 UN-brokered 
Stockholm Agreement, which was 
backed by the United States and Brit-
ain, forcing the Yemeni internation-
ally recognized government out. 

MOSCOW

Moscow has never refused to 
hold talks on Ukraine and is con-
fident that the conflict will sooner 
or later end in peace and relations 
between the two countries’ people 
will be restored, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin said in an interview 
with Tucker Carlson published on 
the US journalist’s website. The 
Russian leader also did not rule 
out that US national Evan Ger-
shkovich, charged with espionage 
in Russia, might be released, and 
shared his opinion of celebrity en-
trepreneur Elon Musk.

TASS has gathered the key take-
aways from the president’s inter-
view.

On talks on Ukraine
Russia has never refused to en-

gage in dialogue on Ukraine but 
after the Istanbul talks were sus-
pended in March 2022, Moscow 
has no intention of taking the first 
step. “Why do we have to bother 
ourselves and correct somebody 
else’s mistakes?”

The conditions for resolving 
the issue, including the option of 
keeping the situation where it is 
now, need to be discussed. “It is a 
subject matter for the negotiations 
no one is willing to conduct or, 
to put it more accurately, they’re 
willing, but do not know how to do 
it. I know they want to. It is not just 
I see it, but I know they do want 
it, but they are struggling to under-
stand how to do it.”

On why London disrupted Is-
tanbul talks

“Who knows. I don’t understand 
it myself. There was a general 
starting point. For some reason, 
everyone had the illusion that 
Russia could be defeated on the 
battlefield. Because of arrogance, 
because of a pure heart, but not 
because of a great mind.”

On future relations with 
Ukrainians

The West is wrong when it 
thinks that “the Russian people 
have been split by hostilities for-
ever”: “Sooner or later it will result 
in an agreement.” “This probably 
sounds strange given the cur-
rent situation but the relations 
between the two peoples will be 
rebuilt anyway. It will take a lot of 
time, but they will heal.”

On Ukraine’s borders
Ukraine is an artificial state in a 

sense, “shaped at Stalin’s will” par-
ticularly of Hungarian, Polish and 
Romanian lands. Putin said he had 
never discussed a possible return 
of the Hungarian lands, which had 
been handed over to Ukraine un-
der Stalin, with Hungary’s Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban. As for the 
Black Sea region, it “had no his-
torical connection with Ukraine 
whatsoever.”

On responsibility for Ukrain-
ian crisis

“I know one can say it is our mis-
take. It was us who intensified the 
situation and decided to put an 
end to the war that started in 2014, 
in Donbass. As I have already said, 
by means of weapons.” However, 
NATO’s expansion in breach of 
earlier promises is also something 
to remember. “Let us go back to 

the coup d’etat in Ukraine in 2014. It 
is pointless, though, isn’t it? We may 
go back and forth endlessly.”

On ‘Russian threat’
Allegations of the “Russian threat” 

are aimed at intimidating common 
people: “We have no interest in Po-
land, Latvia or anywhere else. It’s just 
threat mongering.”

On possible conversation with 
Biden

Putin has repeatedly warned US 
President Joe Biden that he is “mak-
ing a huge mistake of historic pro-
portions by pushing Russia away.” 
Russia and the US currently maintain 
contact at the level of various govern-
ment agencies with Moscow saying 
that Washington needs to stop sup-
plying weapons to Kiev and “it will be 
over within a few weeks.”

On Gershkovich case
Wall Street Journal reporter Evan 

Gershkovich was definitely engaged 
in espionage. Moscow is ready to re-
lease him if its “partners take recip-
rocal steps:” “We have done so many 
gestures of goodwill out of decency 
that I think we have run out of them.” 
Russian and US intelligence agencies 
are in talks. “I do not rule out that <...> 
Mr. Gershkovich may return to his 
motherland.” There are some peo-
ple jailed in the West who, according 
to Moscow, “are not connected with 
special services,” including “a person 
(it may be alleged Russian national 
Vadim Krasikov convicted in Germa-
ny - TASS), who, “due to patriotic sen-
timents, eliminated a bandit in one of 
the European capitals.”

On Nord Stream pipelines
Russia has not presented the evi-

dence it has with regard to the Nord 
Stream pipeline explosions because 
“in the war of propaganda, it is very 
difficult to defeat the United States 
because the United States controls 
all the world’s media and many Eu-
ropean media.” “So it is possible to 
get involved in this work, but it is cost 
prohibitive, so to speak.  It is clear to 
the whole world what happened.”

On cooperation with China
Allegations that cooperation with 

China is dangerous for Russia are 
nothing but boogeyman stories. Eu-
rope maintains even closer coopera-
tion with China. “Ask Europeans, are 
they afraid?”

On Russia in NATO
Moscow inquired into the possibil-

ity of joining NATO and invited Wash-
ington to build a common missile de-
fense system together. US presidents 
supported the initiatives but their 
administrations rejected them. “And 
then they just told us to get lost. <...> 
We created hypersonic systems with 
intercontinental range, and we con-
tinue to develop them.”

Washington kept putting pressure 
on Moscow particularly because 
there were too many experts on con-
frontation with the Soviet Union in 
the US. “It is necessary to get rid of 
this. There should be new, fresh forc-
es, people who look into the future 
and understand what is happening in 
the world.”

On US policies
Washington’s policy does not de-

pend on who the country’s president 
is. “It is not about the personality of 
the leader. It is about the elites’ mind-
set.” Today, the United States is trying 
unsuccessfully to adapt to the chang-
ing world by using force but “the 
tools that the US uses don’t work.” 
The world will “change regardless 
of how the developments in Ukraine 
end.” The US position in the world 
will also change, and “the only ques-
tion is how this will happen, painfully 
and quickly or gently and gradually.”

On technologies and Elon Musk
Humanity needs to make agree-

ments on regulating the field of ar-
tificial intelligence, genetic research 
and other research activities that are 
“impossible to stop.”

“There are reports that Elon Musk 
has already had a chip implanted in 
the human brain. I think there’s no 
stopping Elon Musk. He will do as he 
sees fit. Nevertheless, you’ll need to 
find some common ground with him. 
Search for ways to persuade him.”

Recently, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense once again used 
“national security” as an excuse 
to include some Chinese chip and 
artificial intelligence (AI) compa-
nies on its discriminatory lists, and 
threatened to take further meas-
ures against these entities.

The U.S. side consistently in-
vokes “national security,” over-
stretches the concept of national 
security, and abuses its state power 
to restrain the development of oth-
er countries’ enterprises. Its moves 
have seriously infringed upon the 
legitimate rights of others to devel-
op, undermined the international 
economic and trade order and 

world trade rules, and threatened 
the stability of the global industrial 
and supply chains.

Every country has its national 
security concerns, but these con-
cerns must be legitimate and rea-
sonable. The concept must not be 
politicized and securitized, or be 
used to suppress and contain other 
countries’ development.

In recent years, the U.S. has over-
stretched the concept of “national 
security” to encompass almost 
anything in order to contain and 
suppress China.

Last August, the White House 
signed an executive order on set-
ting up a screening mechanism 

on outbound investments and re-
stricting U.S. entities’ investments 
in the semiconductors and micro-
electronics, quantum information 
technologies, and AI sectors in 
China.

Recently, The U.S. Department 
of Commerce announced it would 
investigate the supply chains of the 
U.S. semiconductor and national 
defense industries to assess their 
level of dependence on Chinese 
chips, again using the excuse of the 
so-called “national security” risks.

Some American politicians even 
hyped up Chinese-made port lift-

ing equipment and Chinese video 
applications, which are popular 
among Americans, as threats to 
their “national security.” These 
practices are typical examples of 
pan-politicization and pan-securiti-
zation.

In the eyes of some U.S. politi-
cians, “national security” has be-
come a catch-all excuse for unrea-
sonable and brutal suppression of 
foreign companies. In recent years, 
the U.S. has continuously politi-
cized, instrumentalized, and weap-
onized economic, trade, and tech-
nological issues under the guise of 

“national security,” resorting to all 
means to suppress Chinese compa-
nies and restrict normal economic 
and trade cooperation between its 
domestic companies and China.

Such an approach essentially 
aims to promote de-globalization 
and “de-Sinicization,” creating a 
chilling effect in economic and 
trade cooperation and serving its 
purpose of pushing for “decou-
pling and breaking the chain.”

The U.S. has forcefully labeled 
other countries’ companies as 
“national security risks,” using it 
as an excuse for the so-called “de-

risking” narrative, which has posed 
serious risks to international eco-
nomic and trade cooperation as 
well as the stability of the global 
industrial and supply chains.

In fact, the risk that the world 
needs to get rid of the most is con-
frontation and rivalry caused by 
pan-politicization, and the depend-
ence that needs to be reduced the 
most is the act of returning to pro-
tectionism.

The U.S. overstretching the con-
cept of national security is a com-
plete departure from the principles 
of market economy and fair com-

petition that it has long claimed to 
champion.

When it comes to pursuing 
global hegemony, coercing other 
nations, and disregarding interna-
tional norms in the early 21st cen-
tury, the United States is the coun-
try that comes to mind, said a U.S. 
media outlet.

The principles of market compe-
tition and international trade rules, 
which the U.S. claimed to advocate, 
are only followed when they are 
beneficial to the U.S. American pol-
iticians may talk about fair compe-
tition, but deep down they believe 
in “America First” and wield the 
“sanctions stick.” People’s Daily

US should stop taking ‘national security’ as catch-all excuse

New Delhi 

Stressing that the global finan-
cial crisis in 2008 wasn’t as serious 
as the COVID-19 pandemic, Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman 
yesterday said that the then Con-
gress-led UPA government should 
have handled it with sincerity and 
transparency.

The White Paper compares the 
alleged economic management dur-
ing 10 years of the Congress-led UPA 
government with the what the gov-
ernment says are the positive out-
comes of 10 years of the BJP-ruled 
dispensation.

NK Premachandran of Congress 
and Saugata Roy of TMC moved sub-
stitute motions under rule 342 of 
the rules of procedure and conduct 
of business, saying the House disap-
proves the contents of the White Pa-
per.

During her speech, Sitharaman 
said, “(The) 10 years of one govern-
ment with some crises and 10 years 
of a different government with a dif-
ferent crisis, the comparison shown 
in this paper clearly says how if the 
government handles it with true sin-
cerity, transparency and putting the 
nation first, the results are there for 
everybody to see.”

She said, “Equally when you don’t 
put the nation first, when you put 
your first family first and when you 
have other considerations, then the 
results are there for you to see.”

“Two examples should be taken. 
The global financial crisis after 2008 
wasn’t as serious as COVID-19. Still, I 
would want to say that it was a cri-
sis and the government should have 
handled it with sincerity and trans-
parency,” Sitharaman said.

She said during the global finan-
cial crisis, whatever should have 
been done to protect India’s interest, 
was not done.

“But even after that, scandals con-
tinued, leaving the country in such a 
critical state. God only knows, if the 
government had continued, what 
would have been the condition of 
this country today,” the Finance Min-
ister said.

While the sloganeering contin-
ued from the Opposition Benches, 
Sitharaman, in a response to it, said, 
“This is a serious document, I am re-
iterating that it has serious topics. It 
must be taken seriously.”

The nearly 60-page White Paper 
was tabled in the Lok Sabha and Ra-
jya Sabha by Sitharaman on Thurs-
day.

The White Paper alleged that the 
UPA government abandoned re-
forms after coming to power in 2004 
and that it failed to build on the 
strong foundation laid by the previ-
ous BJP-led NDA government.

The White Paper said that there 
were scandals in defence which 
compromised defence preparedness 
and the government delayed the ac-
quisition of weapons.

“In the UPA government, decision-
making came to a standstill due to 
corruption and scandals in defence, 
compromising defence prepared-
ness. The government delayed the 
acquisition of artillery and anti-
aircraft guns, fighters, submarines, 
night fighting gear and a host of 
equipment upgrades,” the report 
said.

It also referred to the “coal scam”, 
saying allocation of coal blocks was 
done on “arbitrary basis”.

“The coal scam shook the con-
science of the nation in 2014. Before 
2014, the allocation of coal blocks 
was done on an arbitrary basis with-
out following a transparent process 
to allocate the blocks’’. ANI

‘Global financial crisis 
in 2008 wasn’t as 
serious as COVID-19’

US-British strikes hit Houthi site 
in Yemen’s Red Sea port city

Putin: No intention to invade 
Poland, Latvia or other countries

In this photo released by Sputnik news agency yesterday, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin (R) speaks during an interview with former Fox News host Tucker Carlson at the 
Kremlin in Moscow, Russia, Feb 6, 2024. AP

OTTAWA

Canadian federal ministers met 
with law enforcement, border officials 
and industry players from across the 
country on Thursday to find solutions 
to the growing challenge of auto theft.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau told 
the summit that the rise in auto theft 
over the past few years “has been 
alarming.” 

“Organized crime is becoming more 
brazen, and the overseas market for 
the stolen cars is expanding,” the 
prime minister said. “Cracking down 
on auto theft means bringing law en-
forcement, border services, port au-
thorities, carmakers and insurance 
companies together.” 

Public Safety Canada said in a news 
release that the federal government 

would increase the capacity of the 
Canada Border Services Agency by in-
vesting 28 million Canadian dollars (21 
million U.S. dollars) to conduct more 
investigations and examinations of 
stolen vehicles, as well as enhance col-
laboration on investigations and intel-
ligence sharing with partners across 
Canada and internationally.

This includes exploring detection 
technology solutions, and exploring 
the use of advanced analytical tools, 
such as artificial intelligence, the re-
lease said. 

At the conclusion of the summit, 
participants endorsed a Statement of 
Intent, committing to work together 
to combat auto theft, and to finalize an 
action plan that will be released this 
winter, the release said. 

			   Xinhua

Canada hosts national summit to combat car theft

In this image provided by the UK Ministry of Defense, RAF Typhoon FRG4s are prepared 
to conduct further strikes against Houthi military targets in Yemen, from RAF Akrotiri, 
Cyprus, Feb 3, 2024.  AP

Russia has not presented the evidence it 
has with regard to the Nord Stream pipeline 
explosions because “in the war of propaganda, 
it is very difficult to defeat the United States 
because the United States controls all the 
world’s media and many European media
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WORLD NEWS

BRASILIA 

Brazil’s Supreme Federal 
Court on Thursday ordered for-
mer president Jair Bolsonaro 
to hand over his passport to 
judicial authorities, as they in-
vestigate his alleged role in an 
attempted coup.

Bolsonaro, who has 24 hours 
to comply with the order, is one 
of several high-profile officials being investigated in connection 
with a violent assault on Brazil’s capital on Jan 8, 2023, soon af-
ter Bolsonaro lost reelection.

The court order is part of Operation Tempus Veritatis (Hour 
of Truth) launched Thursday by the Federal Police. It targets 
Bolsonaro’s top aides, including military officers, with 33 arrest 
warrants and four preventive detention orders, according to lo-
cal media.

The operation came after Bolsonaro’s former personal sec-
retary, Lieutenant Colonel Mauro Cid, signed a cooperation 
agreement with the Federal Police. 

Thursday’s operation included search warrants against four 
former ministers and the arrest of four former aides. Bolsonaro 
was at his beach house in Rio de Janeiro state when police ar-
rived early on Thursday morning, demanding the document. 

Brazil’s federal police are now in possession of the passport, 
which was in the capital Brasilia, Bolsonaro family spokesman 
Fabio Wajngarten said on social media.

Bolsonaro’s lawyer, Paulo Bueno, had no immediate com-
ment.

“I left the government more than a year ago and I’m still 
suffering relentless persecution,” Bolsonaro told the Folha de 
S.Paulo newspaper on Thursday. “Forget about me. Someone 
else is running the country now.”

Bolsonaro has already been ruled politically ineligible until 
2030 for spreading election falsehoods, and faces several oth-
er criminal probes that could land him in jail. He has denied 
wrongdoing and calls the investigations politically motivated.

WASHINGTON

An “elderly” President Joe Biden 
will not face charges for knowingly 
taking classified documents when 
he left the vice-presidency in 2017, a 
prosecutor said on Thursday, draw-
ing a swift rebuke from the president 
as he seeks reelection.

Special Counsel Robert Hur said 
in a report that he opted against 
bringing criminal charges following 
a 15-month investigation because 
Biden cooperated and would be dif-
ficult to convict, describing him as 
a “well-meaning, elderly man with a 
poor memory.”

Biden, in an angry rebuttal, said 
his “memory was fine.” Brimming 
with emotion during remarks at the 
White House, he lashed out at the at-
torney’s suggestion that he had for-
gotten when his son, Beau, had died 
and said the accusation that he had 
willfully kept the classified material 
was “just plain wrong.”

Hur’s conclusion ensures that 
Biden, unlike his expected 2024 pres-
idential rival Donald Trump, will not 
risk prison time for mishandling sen-
sitive government documents.

But it will cause further embar-
rassment for Biden, 81, as the oldest 
person ever to serve as US presi-
dent tries to convince voters that he 
should serve another four-year term.

“Mr Biden would likely present 
himself to a jury, as he did during our 
interview of him, as a sympathetic, 
well-meaning, elderly man with 
a poor memory,” wrote Hur, who 
served as the top federal prosecutor 
in Maryland during the Trump ad-
ministration and was tapped to lead 
the Biden probe by Attorney General 

Biden will not face charges over classified papers

The Spring Festival is the 
grandest traditional festival of 
the Chinese nation.

In the long agrarian civiliza-
tion, the ancient Chinese people 
marked a year from the sowing 
of seeds to the harvest of grains, 
and this agricultural cycle has 
set the rhythm of people’s lives 
- growing crops in spring, seeing 
them mature in summer, har-
vesting them in fall and storing 
them in winter.

As winter faded into spring at 
year’s end, people celebrated the 
good harvest of the year and wel-
comed a new cycle. 

They worshiped the heaven 
and ancestors, prayed for bless-
ings, hosted feasts, bid farewell 
to the old year and ushered in 
the new, which helped form a 
series of solemn yet joyful folk 
customs. 

These customs provided peo-
ple with an opportunity to ex-
press their feelings, make wishes, 

enjoy the joyful atmosphere, and 
voice their longing for a good life.

The Spring Festival is about 
folk customs, as well as art and 
aesthetics. The art of the Spring 
Festival is the collective creation 
and experience of beauty by the 
Chinese people and Chinese na-
tion, a process that everyone 
joins.

During the Spring Festival, 
every household would paste 
images of Menshen, or door 
gods, traditional Chinese New 
Year paintings, Fu characters, pa-
per cuttings, and Spring Festival 
couplets to the doors, creating a 
joyous and lively atmosphere.

The couplets on the doors and 
the paper cuttings on the win-
dows reflect the spirit of a family. 

Symbolizing the vigor and en-
ergy of the household, those dec-
orations are mostly in fiery red 
color, with gorgeous and vibrant 
complementary colors. The pat-
terns are highly familiar to com-

moners - vivid and distinctive. 
The auspicious characters, 

calligraphy, images of gods, and 
depictions of ideal life with good 
weather, national peace and 

prosperity, family happiness and 
longevity express people’s hopes 
and aspirations for a better life.

These folk paintings and paper 
cuttings not only fully convey the 

tastes and pursuits of the com-
mon people, but also can serve 
as decorations in traditionally 
furnished houses.

Apart from pasted decora-
tions, there are other decorative 
items placed at home during the 
Spring Festival, including sea-
sonal fruits, potted flowers, an-
tiques, and more. 

The Spring Festival decora-
tions, ornate and elegant or sim-
ple and fresh, are always joyful, 
pleasing to the eye, and full of 
hope.

The food prepared for eating 
and ancestor worship during the 
Spring Festival, which is more 
sumptuous than usual, not only 
provides a rich culinary experi-
ence, but also contains auspi-
cious meanings of prosperity.

For instance, families in the 
Jiaodong region of east China’s 

Shandong province would make 
various steamed buns and cakes, 
as well as auspicious dough 
sculptures, starting from the 
kitchen god day, also known as 
the Little New Year, several days 
around the Spring Festival. 

They are a part of the festive 
cuisine and serve as gifts and of-
ferings. 

The beauty and symbolism of 
the Spring Festival food, when 
shared through social interac-
tions, creates a spiritual bond 
among people. 

During the Spring Festival, 
there are splendid recreational 
and celebratory activities. Folk 
arts like stilt walking, lion and 
dragon dancing, drumming, and 
Yangge dancing are presented 
at carnival-like events. Sponta-
neous performances, crowds 
of onlookers, cheerful and stir-

ring drum beats, as well as the 
costumes and masks worn by 
performers that carry elements 
of local culture and traditions 
jointly make up the lively festival 
celebrations.

In addition, from New Year’s 
Eve to the 15th day of the first 
month of the Chinese lunar cal-
endar, large red lanterns are of-
ten hung in shops and homes in 
both cities and rural areas.

Villagers in northern Shaanxi 
province would visit the Jiuqu 
Yellow River Lantern Array, a 
popular traditional folk event 
hosted on the 15th day of the first 
month of the Chinese lunar cal-
endar. 

On the Yunnan-Guizhou Pla-
teau in southwest China, people 
of various ethnic groups would 
dance around bonfires to cele-
brate the festival. This showcases 
the purity and sincerity of the 
Chinese nation.

                             People’s Daily

MOSCOW

Russian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov during a conversation 
with the leader of the Progressive 
Socialist Party of Lebanon Walid 
Jumblatt emphasized the inad-
missibility of further escalation of 
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and 
involvement of other countries of 
the region, particularly Lebanon, the Russian Foreign Ministry 
said in a statement.

“The sides exchanged views on the crisis situation in the Mid-
dle East. Lavrov emphasized the inadmissibility of further esca-
lation of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict and the involvement of 
other states, in particular Lebanon. In addition, Russia’s unwa-
vering position in support of the sovereignty, unity and territo-
rial integrity of the Republic of Lebanon was reaffirmed,” the 
ministry said.

Besides, the parties paid special attention to the internal po-
litical situation in Lebanon. “The sides emphasized the need for 
the Lebanese themselves to find solutions to pressing issues on 
the national agenda as soon as possible on the basis of mutual 
consent and without external interference.

 The importance of further progressive development of tra-
ditionally friendly multidimensional ties between Russia and 
Lebanon was noted,” the department emphasized.

On the same day, Russian presidential envoy for the Middle 
East and African countries and Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail 
Bogdanov held extensive consultations with Jumblatt.

Unacceptable to involve Lebanon in 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict, Lavrov says

Spring Festival in Chinese folk arts

DR Congo military activated against M23’s offensives near strategic city

to be president,” said Alex Pfeiffer, 
a spokesperson for Make America 
Great Again, a group allied with 
Trump.

Memory issues
Hur wrote that Biden’s memory 

was “severely limited” when he 
was interviewed by members of 
his prosecution team. Biden forgot 
what year his term began as vice-
president under President Barack 
Obama and when it ended, Hur 
wrote, and he forgot what year his 
son Beau died.

Biden grew emotional about the 
inclusion of his son in the special 
counsel report.

“How in the hell dare he raise 
that. Frankly, when I was asked 
the question I thought to myself, 
it wasn’t any of their damn busi-
ness,” Biden said.

Biden’s lawyers said his memory 
lapses were not unusual for some-
one trying to describe events that 
took place years ago. “Such com-
ments have no place in a Depart-
ment of Justice report,” they wrote 
in comments included in Hur’s 
report.

After the report’s release, 
Biden’s lawyers criticized Hur for 
overreach.

“It was plain from the outset 
that criminal charges were not 
warranted,” his personal lawyer 
Bob Bauer said. “Yet the special 
counsel could not refrain from in-
vestigative excess.”

‘Inappropriate comments’
White House lawyer Richard 

Sauber said Hur’s report con-
tained “a number of inaccurate 

and inappropriate comments.”
Hur found that Biden took a 

handwritten memo to then-Pres-
ident Obama in 2009 opposing a 
planned troop surge in Afghani-
stan, and handwritten notes re-
lated to intelligence briefings and 
national security meetings.

Biden told his ghostwriter dur-
ing a conversation in February 
2017, a month after leaving the 
vice-presidency, that he had “just 
found all the classified stuff ” 
downstairs in a home he was rent-
ing in Virginia, referring to docu-
ments on the US war in Afghani-
stan.

Hur’s report found that Biden 
read aloud classified notebook 
passages to his ghostwriter on at 
least three occasions recounting 
meetings in the White House Situ-
ation Room.

The ghostwriter deleted audio 
recordings of his conversations 
with Biden after learning about 
the special counsel’s investigation 
but kept transcripts, Hur said.

Biden said he did not share clas-
sified information but conceded 
he should have paid better atten-
tion to the transfer of material 
by his staff when he left the vice-
presidency.

Hur wrote that Biden’s actions 
“present serious risks to national 
security, given the vulnerability 
of extraordinarily sensitive infor-
mation to loss or compromise to 
America’s adversaries.”

But he said the documents may 
have been taken to Biden’s home 
while he was vice-president, when 
he had the authority to keep such 
documents.

GOMA 

The armed forces of the Dem-
ocratic Republic of the Congo 
(FARDC) on Wednesday repelled 
attacks launched by rebels of the 
M23 March Movement (M23) in 
the strategic city of Sake, consid-
ered the last barrier of the city 
of Goma, the capital of the prov-
ince of North Kivu, in the east of 
the country, once fallen in 2012.

In a press release published on 
Wednesday, the FARDC affirms 
that they have been activated to 
thwart the simultaneous attacks 
launched that same day by the 
M23 on their positions located 
deep in Sake. 

According to witnesses in the 
region interviewed by Xinhua, 
the M23 rebels launched attack 
on several army positions at the 
height of the mountain which 
overlooks Sake, as the fighting 
lasted for several hours in the 
city where detonations of heavy 
weapons have been heard. The 

fightings created panic among 
the population in the area and 
forced thousands of people to 
leave for the city of Goma and its 
surroundings. 

Hundreds of people in sites 
for displaced people in the area 
also headed towards Goma, saw 
a Xinhua correspondent on site 
on the road linking Sake and 
Goma. 

The army sent several rein-
forcements, including the South 
African military as part of the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) Force, who 
deployed combat vehicles and 
helicopters to the area to fight 
the advance of the rebels.

 In January 2024, the DRC 
military announced the start of 
joint military operations with 
the military elements of SADC 
in the east of the country, with 
an offensive mandate, mainly 
targeting the M23 rebels which 
occupy several areas in the ter-
ritory of Masisi and that of Rut-

shuru, located in the North Kivu 
province. Until late Wednesday, 
the Congolese army plane con-
tinued to bomb the positions of 
the M23 rebels who retreated 
to their initial positions on the 
mountain near Sake.

 In a brief press release pub-
lished a few hours after this of-
fensive, the M23 spokesperson 

stressed that “the M23 does not 
intend to seize Goma contrary 
to the propaganda sponsored by 
the state of Kinshasa”. 

In the same statement, the 
rebellion reaffirms its commit-
ment to a peaceful solution and 
its readiness to withdraw from 
its forward positions if a moni-
tored ceasefire and a credible 

verification mechanism were in 
place.

Kinshasa has already rejected 
any form of negotiations with 
the M23 rebellion despite the 
fact that M23 occupies several 
areas in the territory of Masisi 
and Rutshuru, located in the 
province of North Kivu. 

On Wednesday, UN Under-Sec-
retary-General for Peace Opera-
tions Jean-Pierre Lacroix called 
on the M23 for an immediate 
cessation of hostilities. 

About 42,000 people have 
been displaced from Masisi 
alone since Feb. 2, the UN’s hu-
manitarian office OCHA said on 
Tuesday.

 The M23 is a group of former 
rebels of the National Congress 
for the Defense of the People 
(CNDP). The name came from 
the March 23, 2009 agreement 
between the CNDP and the Con-
golese government.  

		  Xinhua

Merrick Garland in January 2023.
Biden noted that the special counsel drew a distinction 

between him and Trump, 77: Biden returned the docu-
ments while Trump allegedly declined to do so.

The president, who earlier this week referred to a 
conversation he had with Angela Merkel in 2021 as hav-
ing taken place with the late German Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, pushed back against descriptions of his recall. 

US and British warplanes launched a new wave of air-
strikes against Houthi camps in northern Yemen late Sun-
day, reported the Houthi-run al-Masirah TV.

“My memory is fine,” he said, adding he was glad that a 
special prosecutor had looked into the case.

At one point during his remarks Biden appeared to con-
fuse the presidents of Mexico and Egypt.

Trump has described the four criminal prosecutions he 
faces — including one for his handling of classified docu-
ments — as politically motivated. He has claimed, without 
evidence, that Biden was behind the state and federal 
cases.

“THIS HAS NOW PROVEN TO BE A TWO-TIERED SYS-
TEM OF JUSTICE AND UNCONSTITUTIONAL SELECTIVE 
PROSECUTION!” Trump wrote on social media.

Trump’s allies seized on the report to underline con-
cerns about Biden’s age.

“If you’re too senile to stand trial, then you’re too senile 

Brazil’s Supreme Court orders 
Bolsonaro to hand over passport

Islamabad

 Pakistan’s Interior Ministry has 
said that the media and public’s con-
cerns about the late processing of the 
election results have been reviewed. It 
said that the delay in election results is 
due to a “lack of connectivity,” which 
it stressed was the result of preventive 
measures taken to ensure foolproof 
security.

In a post on X, the Pakistan Interior 
Ministry stated, “Concerns regard-
ing delay in processing of results to 
the concerned Returning Officers of 

the public and media have been ad-
dressed. 

This has been attributed to a lack of 
connectivity, which was a result of the 
precautions taken to ensure foolproof 
security.”

“Protocols to ensure the safety of 
both the crew and the belt are com-
prehensive and time-consuming. The 
situation is now satisfactory and the 
results are expected to continue,” it 
added.

Amid the delay in the declaration 
of election results, the Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) Sikandar Sultan 
Raja has contacted the Chief Secre-
taries, DROs and Provincial Election 
Commissioners, 

The News International reported. 
He has issued strict instructions to en-
sure immediate declaration of results, 
according to an ECP press release.

As results of the Pakistan Election 
face delays amid the slow counting of 

votes, Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
has alleged that the mandate of the 
people of Pakistan is being stolen. 
Imran Khan’s party said that every in-
dependent result showed the PTI win-
ning by a landslide despite pre-poll 
rigging and oppression.

PTI stated that the votes of each 
candidate are tabulated at each poll-
ing station on the Form 45. Imran 
Khan’s party mentioned that copies 
of these forms have been collected by 

PTI candidate’s polling agents, which 
show them winning by large majority. 

However, returning officers are now 
manipulating the results using Form 
47.

In a statement released on X, PTI 
stated, “Let the world know that the 
clear and overwhelming mandate of 
the people of Pakistan is being stolen. 
Despite unprecedented pre poll rig-
ging & oppression, there was a record, 
massive turnout on polling day. Every 

independent result showed PTI win-
ning by a landslide. Form 45s are the 
primary source of election results at 
the lowest level.”

“The votes for each candidate are 
tabulated at each polling station on 
the Form 45. Copies of these forms 
have been collected by PTI candidates’ 
polling agents, which show them win-
ning by a large majority. However, Re-
turning Officers are now manipulat-
ing the results using Form 47, which 
is a summary of all the Forms 45 from 
each polling station,” it added.

			           ANI

This photo taken on Feb. 7, 2024 shows people fleeing due to the fighting 
between the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) army and M23 March 
Movement (M23) rebels near the city of Sake, in the North Kivu province of 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.  Xinhua

‘Delay in election results due to lack of connectivity’

US President Joe Biden answers questions about Israel after 
speaking about the Special Counsel report in the Diplomatic 
Reception Room of the White House in Washington, DC, on  
Thursday in a surprise last-minute addition to his schedule for the 
day. AFP

Israeli women demand the immediate release of the Israeli hostages held in 
the Gaza Strip by the Hamas militant group at a protest in Tel Aviv, Israel, 
Feb 1, 2024.  AP
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Pundits suggesting phone link-Pundits suggesting phone link-
up in Dodoma City, Kagera Sugar up in Dodoma City, Kagera Sugar 

By Correspondent John 
Kimbute

A
N old tradition 
in language is a 
parable and at 
times it is just an 

expression, like ‘birds of a 
feather fly together’, which 
easily means birds which 
fly together are of the same 
type, feathers looking alike. 

But when people or ani-
mated beings that are unre-
lated to one another do the 
same thing, a wider frame 
of view is needed, for in-
stance in a local expression, 
‘the day a baboon will die, 
all trees are slippery,’ that 
it won’t succeed to escape 
a predator or a group of 
them, in failing to climb a 
tree. That the trees are slip-
pery isn’t factually so but 
reading the baboon’s mind.

Similar impressions come 
to mind when it is heard, in 
an expert discussion so to 
speak, that coaches of Pre-
mier League sides, Dodoma 
City and Kagera Sugar, who 
encountered either of the 
city rivals over the past 
week, had a telephone dis-
cussion on tactics. 

The reason for that – yes, 
hypothesis – is that their 
tactics were almost identi-
cal, not to say indistinguish-
able, when either side met 
the highly drilled city side 
squads, while ordinarily, 
their tactics would vary one 
from the other. That the an-
alysts imagined there was 
a phone link implied they 
couldn’t see the real origin 
of the singularity of tactics, 
or say, technical fusion on 
the best tactics possible, 
etc.

This was evidence, if any 
was needed, that an event 
had taken place recently, 
not just that something 
happened like holding a 
group match in the Confed-
eration of African Football’s 
Nations Cup finals but an 
event in a different sense of 
the term. 

Taifa Stars acting coach Hemed Suleiman Morocco. Agencies

It was something that al-
tered what people know 
about playing a better side 
than yourself, how to han-
dle such a side, a lesson 
surprisingly the pundits did 
not grasp – definitely most 
of them – in that, a change 
had indeed happened in 
that sphere. By contrast, 
there was a cadre of soccer 
professionals who grasped 
that event, coaches.

That ‘hypothesis’ is neces-
sary because of the fact that 
they used nearly identical 
tactics at about the same 
time, and none is a particu-
lar friend of the other to 
have seen the need to com-
pare notes, a rare event if it 
ever happens. In that case, 
the pundits’ hypothesis of a 
phone link-up between the 
two Premier League side 
coaches was gratuitous and 
irrelevant. 

It merely demonstrated 
the lack of having noticed 

the preliminary event that 
created a common impres-
sion among the coaches 
and the result was their un-
related intentions to start 
applying that philosophy 
at the earliest opportunity, 
namely, in the next matches 
with city giants.

The list that interim coach 
Hemed Suleiman ‘Morocco’ 
issued for Taifa Stars against 
the DRC Leopards was Aishi 
Manula, Lusajo Mwaikenda, 
Bakari Nondo Mwamnyeto, 
Ibrahim Hamad ‘Baka’, Mo-
hamed Hussein ‘Tshabala-
la’, Himid Mao, Novatus Dis-
mas, Haji Mnoga, along with 
Feisal Salum, Simon Msuva 
and Mbwana Samatta. 

Just by looking at that 
lineup in ‘Google’ was al-
ready something of an ex-
planation of how Taifa Stars 
were playing the Leopards 
without needing the wholly 
defensive posture as with 
its first encounter with Mo-

rocco and managing.
The point was that it was 

no longer necessary that 
midfield players or some 
of the forwards rush back 
to defend, but rather with 
the exception of three play-
ers who were visibly attack-
minded, the rest were de-
fenders in the proper sense 
of the term. 

What Prof Hemed Mo-
rocco did was to eliminate 
the midfield as an encum-
brance, in the singularly ap-
pointed task of taking away 
balls from the Moroccan 
side, both the forwards and 
the midfielders. 

So the players were play-
ing across the entire pitch 
while being in every sense a 
defense lineup ‘writ large.’ 
That lesson was clearly 
grasped by some Premier 
League side coaches, thus 
adopting it against the city 
giants, as the usual three-
phase lineup would cost 

the side, easing the task 
for their opponents. When 
they meet a solid defense 
even way into the other 
half, it works.

That is the ‘telephone 
conversation’ that the 
coaches of the two Pre-
mier League sides noticed 
during the final Taifa Stars 
encounter in its marginally 
triumphant participation 
this year. 

How far this was an in-
novation with the interim 
coach or it is a well-known 
philosophy is a different 
matter, but chances are that 
it is known at least among a 
section of coaches or when 
they go for professional 
training. 

It is a workable philoso-
phy of the game where the 
midfield becomes irrel-
evant, as the coach needs 
just a few players who can 
make a dash at goal, and all 
others be able to defend, 
properly. 

It means that midfielders 
are auxiliary forwards rath-
er than auxiliary defend-
ers as the old school knew 
it, distinguishing between 
full-backs and half-backs, 
which was later converted 
to ‘midfield,’ chiefly attack-
minded.

What this format also sug-
gests is that the perennial 
preference at the highest 
levels of soccer leadership 
worldwide for attacking 
football where matches 
have many goals is a failure. 

The reason is that coach-
es suffer less blame when 
the side fails to score than 
when it concedes or loses 
the lead it had by defensive 
laxity as was the case when 
Taifa Stars tackled Zambia 
at the AFCON finals group 
stage. 

And with the total accla-
mation of the results, Prof 
Morocco’s tactic will gradu-
ally be assimilated by more 
coaches, first when playing 
superior sides, and then in 
soccer.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

MASHUJAA goalkeeper Erick Jo-
hora (pictured) has expressed that 
long-distance travel by bus has 
contributed to their lack of a win in 
eleven straight games as they lost 
2-1 to Young Africans for the NBC 
Premier League at Azam Complex 
on Thursday.

Mashujaa equalized through Em-
manuel Mtumbuka in the 64th min-
ute to equalize Max Nzengeli’s stun-
ner on the stroke of halftime.

At 1-1, the game started afresh 
with Mashujaa looking sharp and 
dangerous when marching forward.

After several hits and misses from 
either side, the big moment came 
in the 85th minute when Young Af-
ricans midfielder Mudathir Yahya 
rescued his side when he scored 
the winner.

Speaking on his team’s perfor-
mance and what is behind their lack 
of results in eleven straight games, 
Johora said long-distance travel by 
bus is among the factors leading to 
their setbacks in their debutant sea-
son but he is pleased by their per-
formance.

“We had a good game. We showed 

great morale and hunger for results, 
but we were unable to kill the game 
and get results. We are confident in 
ourselves and we will come out of 
the relegation zone in the upcom-
ing fixtures

“We don’t have much time to pre-
view our previous games because 
we have to travel long distances to 
play games in a short period, some-
thing which disturbs our rhythm as 
players.  However, we don’t want to 
use that as an excuse for our lack of 
results, but that is one of the main 
factors,” he said.

The Kigoma-based side plays 
Dodoma Jiji on Sunday before 
traveling to Kagera to face Kagera 
Sugar. The game will be followed 
by a match against Geita Gold and 
their final five away ties will end in 
Mbeya against Ihefu SC before re-
turning home at Lake Tanganyika 
Stadium to face Namungo.

In their last eleven games in 
the NBC Premier League, Mashu-
jaa have allowed 20 goals, scored 
seven, drew 2 games and lost nine 
games.

They are currently in the 15th 
place out of 16 teams after 14 games 
and with nine points.

By Guardian Correspondent

LILIAN Clement, a resident of 
Dar es Salaam, yesterday was an-
nounced as the winner of 30 mil-
lion shillings in the final draw of the 
Magifti Dabodabo campaign.

Speaking after being announced 
as the winner and receiving her 
prize, Lilian said she was grateful 
to Tigo for enabling her to get the 
money that will help her in her life.

Lilian said she did not believe 
it when she was told that she had 
won that amount of money until 
she was confirmed by Tigo staff 
and an event was organized to an-
nounce her.

“This money will help me to 
achieve my goals. I am really grate-
ful. I will always remember this 
campaign and will continue to be a 
Tigo customer,” said Lilian.

In addition, the spokesperson of 
the campaign, Haji Manara, said 
that the campaign has reached an 
end after awarding the last winners 
in the draw.

“But the end of this campaign 
gives an opportunity for another 
campaign from Tigo, Tanzanians 
should continue to use Tigo prod-
ucts and participate in future cam-
paigns so that they can become like 
Lilian, and win money that will help 
them in their life,” said Manara.

Mashujaa goalie claims 
long-distance bus travel a 
setback to their PL survival

Another Dar resident Another Dar resident 
wins 30m/- in Magifti wins 30m/- in Magifti 
Dabodabo campaignDabodabo campaign

Farid Seif, head of cards services, CRDB Bank (R) hands over electronic appliances to Charles Onesmo Lyimo after emerg-
ing the winner of the bank’s campaign draw. The prizes handing over ceremony was held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Pho-
to: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian 
Correspondent

THREE Tanzanians have 
won a chance to witness 
the Africa Cup of Nations 
(Afcon) final match be-
tween the hosts Ivory Coast 
‘The Elephants’ and Nigeria 
‘Super Eagles’ slated for to-
morrow at Alassane Ouat-
tara Stadium in Abidjan, the 
commercial and port city.

The lucky winners of the 
second draw, Bakari Miki-
dai, a resident of Dodoma, 
and Veronica Mshometa 
and Dickson Kabaka, both 
residents of Dar es Salaam, 
were selected recently af-
ter the winners of the first 
draw failed to meet the re-
quirements, including valid 
travel passports.

In a farewell ceremony 
to the winners held in Dar 
es Salaam, the CRDB Bank 
head of cards services, Farid 
Seif, said they were ob-
tained through a campaign 
promo that was launched in 
November, last year, which 
required customers to use 
their TemboCards in vari-
ous financial transactions, 
specifically payment for 
goods and services.

He said CRDB Bank will 
cover the costs of their 
round-trip travel, accom-
modation and stadium en-
trance fees.

“The main criterion 
to win prizes, including 
household furniture, elec-
tronic appliances and a trip 
to Ivory Coast for AFCON 
finals, was the use of a Tem-
boCard. These three win-
ners we are giving farewell 
today emerged on top dur-

Three win CRDB Bank’s 
draw to attend AFCON final
ing the month of January. 
We are happy to say good-
bye as they are heading to 
Abidjan to join other soccer 
spectators from across the 
world,” he said.

“Apart from the win-
ners of the trip to Abidjan, 
Charles Onesmo Lyimo, a 
resident of Dar es Salaam, 
has also won household 
furniture and electronic 
equipment, and he has 
joined Fatima Mwatime 
Nundu, a resident of Tanga, 

who has won sofa set and 
table valued 8m/- during 
the draw held in December, 
last year,” he said.

Seif said another winner 
of the second draw of the 
campaign organized in col-
laboration with Visa Inter-
national was Mario Albert 
Casari, who walked away 
with electronic appliances, 
including TV set, fridge and 
sound bar.

“As the world is migrat-
ing into cashless economy, 

CRDB Bank has taken every 
step to ensure the use of al-
ternative payment channels 
by introducing TemboCard, 
which is accepted all over 
the world,” he said. “There 
is now no need to walk with 
cash because everything 
can be done through Tem-
boCard,” he added.

Earlier, CRDB Bank spon-
sored the travel of Hamis 
Shaban Taletate, the Mem-
ber of Parliament, Moro-
goro South, as well as Ev-

elyne Gasper Rwebugisa, 
Josephine William Marealle 
and Dickson Christian Ka-
baka, residents of Dar es 
Salaam, to Ivory Coast to 
witness the AFCON opening 
matches. 

“I am happy to win this 
chance to travel to Ivory 
Coast through Dubai and 
I believe, I will learn a lot 
through this trip,” said Ve-
conica Mshometa, the win-
ner of the trip.



ready dead, so we can’t die 
twice.”

From finding themselves 
on the verge of being just 
the second AFCON hosts to 
go out in the group stage in 
30 years, they now hope to 
become the first host coun-
try to win the trophy since 
Egypt in 2006.

Then it was Ivory Coast 
who lost the final on penal-
ties to the Pharaohs, with 
Fae in the team alongside 
Didier Drogba and the 
Toure brothers.

Fae, who turned 40 on 
the day he took charge of 
the side here, deserves im-
mense credit for the work 
he has done in so little time.

Born in France to Ivorian 
parents, he played there 
for most of his career as 
a midfielder with Nantes 
and Nice, although there 
was also a brief spell in the 
English Premier League at 
Reading.

But problems with phle-
bitis caused him to stop 
playing aged just 28.

Fae has already enjoyed 
success at international 
level –- he played alongside 
Florent Sinama Pongolle 
and Anthony Le Tallec in 
the France team that won 
the Under-17 World Cup in 
2001, beating Nigeria in the 
final.

Now he is hoping to over-
come the Nigerians again 
and deliver a third Cup of 
Nations crown for Ivory 
Coast.

“It is a beautiful final. 
It gives us the chance to 
avenge our defeat in the 
group stage,” he told Canal 
Plus Afrique.

“As a player I won the Un-
der-17 World Cup after los-
ing the first game against 
Nigeria and then beating 
them in the final, so maybe 
that is a sign.”

AFP
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I
VORY Coast’s vic-
tory over the Demo-
cratic Republic of 
Congo in the Africa 

Cup of Nations semi-finals 
on Wednesday leaves 
them just 90 minutes away 
from completing arguably 
the most remarkable turn-
around in major interna-
tional tournament history.

Sebastien Haller’s goal 
was enough to give the 
host nation a 1-0 win over 
DR Congo at the Ebimpe 
Olympic Stadium and set 
up a final date at the same 
venue tomorrow against 
Nigeria.

Just like five years ago 

in Egypt -- when Algeria 
beat Senegal 1-0 in the first 
round and did so again to 
win the title -- the AFCON 
final will be contested be-
tween two teams who met 
in the group stage.

Ivory Coast lost 1-0 to 
the Nigerians in Abidjan 
on January 18 and followed 
that by suffering a harrow-
ing 4-0 loss to Equatorial 
Guinea four days later.

It was their heaviest 
ever home defeat and it 
made them the first Cup 
of Nations hosts to lose 
two group matches since 
the Ivorians themselves in 
1984.

Coach Jean-Louis Gasset 
was sacked, and the team 

waited to find out if they 
would somehow stay in 
the competition thanks to 
other results.

In the end they did, 
scraping through as the 
last of the four best third-
placed teams, saved be-
cause Ghana conceded 
twice in injury time to 
draw with Mozambique in 
their last group match.

Emerse Fae, the for-
mer Elephants midfielder 
who had never managed 
a team before, took over 
on an interim basis, albeit 
only after an audacious at-
tempt to hire Ivory Coast’s 
2015 AFCON-winning 
coach Herve Renard on a 
short-term deal failed.

He has overseen an as-
tonishing revival.

“After the humiliation 
against Equatorial Guinea, 
we looked ourselves in 
the mirror and said what 
needed to be said,” admit-
ted midfielder Franck Kes-
sie. “We saw we couldn’t 
do any worse.”

They ousted holders 
Senegal on penalties in the 
last 16 after being saved 
by a late penalty equal-
iser from Kessie in normal 
time.

Then they somehow 
beat Mali in the quarter-
finals, coming back from 
a goal down to win 2-1 in 
extra time despite playing 
most of the match down to 

10 men.

- ‘Can’t die twice’ -
Their equaliser arrived 

in the 90th minute, before 
Oumar Diakite scored the 
winner in added time in ex-
tra time.

Wednesday’s semi-final 
was all rather routine in 
comparison.

“We are not invincible 
but it is our mentality,” Si-
mon Adingra, the vibrant 
Brighton and Hove Albion 
winger, told broadcaster 
Canal Plus Afrique.

“We were out of the tour-
nament and then brought 
back in, so now we can’t 
commit any more errors.

“As we say here, we are al-

Back from the dead: Ivory Coast on Back from the dead: Ivory Coast on 
verge of remarkable AFCON triumphverge of remarkable AFCON triumph

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Ivory Coast players celebrate after beating DR Congo in Wednesday’s Africa Cup of Nations semi-final. Agencies

Nigeria captain Troost-Ekong dreams of lifting trophy
ABIDJAN

NIGERIA captain William 
Troost-Ekong says lifting 
the Africa Cup of Nations 
trophy would be an “amaz-
ing” moment for him and 
the country.

The Super Eagles  beat 
South Africa on penal-
ties  to reach Sunday’s fi-
nal in Abidjan, where they 
will face tournament hosts 
Ivory Coast (20:00 GMT). 
Nigeria have reached their 
first final since 2013, when 
the West Africans won their 
third continental title.

“You dream about mo-
ments like that,” centre-
back Troost-Ekong told BBC 
Sport Africa.

“I’ve seen it so many 
times. And I’ve closed my 
eyes. To actually be there 
on Sunday and have the 
chance to do that will be 
amazing.”

Nigeria were not among 
the leading contenders for 
the trophy before the fi-
nals, given  their lacklustre 
showing in their opening 
two qualifiers for the 2026 
World Cup and their posi-
tion as the sixth-best team 
in Africa according to Fifa’s 
world rankings.

However, the Super 
Eagles have been the top-
ranked side at the tourna-
ment since the end of the 
last 16, where holders Sen-
egal, Morocco and record 
seven-time champions 
Egypt all exited.

Nigeria manager Jose 
Peseiro says he has always 
had faith in his side, who 
were the top scorers in 
qualifying for the finals 
with 22 goals.

“When I signed the con-

equalise.
“It’s good VAR because it 

was a penalty against us,” 
Peseiro conceded.

“But for us, for our minds, 
it was not good because we 

were winning 2-0 and then 
we were drawing 1-1.”

Khuliso Mudau almost 
won it for South Africa in 
second-half added time 
before a nervy 30 minutes 

of extra time and Nigeria’s 
eventual 4-2 triumph on 
penalties.

“This was a hard one. I 
think we showed real char-
acter,” defender Calvin 

Nigeria players, including William Toost-Ekong (centre), felt both relief and joy after beating South Africa on penalties 
after conceding a 90th-minute equalizer. Agencies

tract, I said I want to win the 
Afcon,” the Portuguese told 
BBC Sport Africa.

“Either way, I don’t know 
if everybody believed or 
not. I have believed since 
the first moment.

“We haven’t won nothing 
until now - we want to win 
the Afcon.”

Nigeria had looked like 
they would close out victory 
against South Africa inside 
90 minutes on Wednesday, 
with Troost-Ekong’s pen-
alty putting them ahead in 
the 67th minute.

Victor Osimhen thought 
he had made it 2-0 with 
five minutes to go - but in a 
major twist Bafana Bafana 
were awarded a penalty 
for a foul in the build-up to 
that goal following a Video 
Assistant Referee review, al-
lowing Teboho Mokoena to 

Bassey told BBC Sport Af-
rica.

“It just shows we could do 
the dirty work. We just had 
to keep believing in our-
selves.

“[South Africa were] a 
well-organised team, a qual-
ity team. To outdo them on 
penalties, it’s crazy.

“Kudos to all the boys that 
stood up and took [a pen-
alty]. It’s not easy to go out 
there with the pressure and 
they kept calm.”

Goalkeeper Stanley 
Nwabali was the hero in the 
shootout for the Super Ea-
gles, denying Mokoena and 
Evidence Makgopa before 
Kelechi Iheanacho netted 
to clinch victory.

“Seeing myself win-
ning the man of the match 
(award) and also going to 
the final is a dream come 
true to me,” Nwabali, who 
plays his club football in 
South Africa, said.

“Credit to my coaches, 
because when it’s penalty 
time, they guide me a lot.”

BBC

LONDON

LIVERPOOL must come to terms with a rare do-
mestic loss as the Premier League leaders fight to 
get back on track this weekend.

Beaten at Arsenal last Sunday, if Jurgen Klopp’s 
side slip up again at home to  Burnley, then ei-
ther Manchester City or the Gunners could knock 
Liverpool out of pole position.

AFP Sport looks at three key talking points ahead 
of the latest round of matches:

*Title destiny in Liverpool’s hands
Jurgen Klopp has told his Liverpool players to 

“create their own destiny” in the title race, starting 
with Saturday’s visit from struggling Burnley.

After losing 3-1 against third-placed Arsenal last 
weekend, Klopp’s men are just two points ahead of 
second-placed Manchester City, with Mikel Arteta’s 
Gunners also trailing the leaders by the same mar-
gin.

It was only Liverpool’s second league defeat this 
term and Klopp said: “We didn’t lose recently an 
awful lot of football games, we know that.

“That means dealing with defeats is a challenge, 
for humankind actually. Nobody here expects that 
we just will fly over Burnley or whatever.”

Klopp, in the midst of his final season in charge 
of Liverpool, knows his side can ill-afford to crash 
against second-bottom Burnley and he called on 
them to seize the moment rather than fear it.

“It’s a home game and we can turn things around, 
meaning the first step, and then we will see,” he 
said.

“Nobody celebrates the champion and nobody is 
relegated as far as I know, so we have all the chance 
to create our own destiny.”

*’Humble’ Arsenal ready for photo finish
Martin Odegaard  insists Arsenal will remain 

“humble” after being criticised by some pundits for 
‘over-celebrating’ their vital victory against Liver-
pool.

Gunners boss Mikel Arteta embarked on a jubi-
lant jig down the touchline after  Leandro Tros-
sard’s stoppage-time goal killed off their title rivals 
at the raucous Emirates Stadium.

Arsenal captain Odegaard led the post-match cel-
ebrations on the pitch, taking a camera from the 
club’s photographer to snap the joyous scenes fol-
lowing a result which reignited his team’s bid for a 
first title since 2004.

“I think everyone who loves football, who un-
derstands football, they know how much it means 
to win this game. And if you’re not allowed to cel-
ebrate when you win a game, when are you allowed 
to celebrate?” he said.

“We’re happy with the win and we’ll stay humble. 
It was a massive game. As you say it could have 
been eight points (if we’d lost) and it would look a 
lot more difficult then but we showed up.”

Arsenal, who blew an eight-point lead in the ti-
tle race last season, can keep the pressure on Liv-
erpool with a victory in Sunday’s London derby 
at West Ham.

Champions Manchester City host  Everton  on 
Saturday aiming to stay one step ahead of Arsenal.

*Blunt Blades face crunch clash
Sheffield United  manager Chris Wilder has 

warned his players to block out the narrative that 
they are destined for relegation.

The Blades sit bottom of the Premier League, 10 
points from safety, after last week’s 5-0 hammering 
by Aston Villa.

Time is running out to avoid an immediate return 
to the Championship and Wilder’s side are desper-
ate to beat fellow strugglers Luton on Saturday.

United would cut the gap on fourth-bottom Lu-
ton to seven points with victory at Kenilworth 
Road, but a loss could be fatal to their survival bid.

“The narrative will be how well they’re doing as 
a promoted side and how poor we are at the mo-
ment,” Wilder said.

“We have to try and turn that into a positive. 
There’s no hiding place in the Premier League.”

Fixtures (all times GMT):
Today (1500 unless stated)
Fulham  v  Bournemouth, Liverpool v Burnley, 

Luton v Sheffield United, Manchester City v Ever-
ton (1230), Nottingham Forest v Newcastle (1730), 
Tottenham v Brighton, Wolves v Brentford

Tomorrow
Aston Villa 	 v 	 Manchester United (1630), 
West Ham 	 v 	 Arsenal 	 (1400)

Monday
Crystal Palace v 	 Chelsea 	 (2000)

AFP

Liverpool must 
steady title 
challenge as 
chasing pack 
close in



 

Gamondi salutes Yanga’s 
fighting spirit after 
Mashujaa victory
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Yanga players eye more points 
to retain Premier League title

By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

Y
OUNG Africans head 
coach Miguel Gamon-
di said his team’s 
fighting spirit helped 

them to stay focused even after 
they surrendered a one-goal 
lead and snatched the dramatic 
2-1 win over Mashujaa in their 
NBC Premier League game on 
Thursday.

Hosts Young Africans had 
looked comfortable after taking 
up a 1-0 lead through Max Nz-
engeli in a dominant first half, 
but then allowed Mashujaa to 
score with their first serious at-
tack.

Second-half substitute Em-
manuel Mtumbuka scored 
through a rocket shot which 
was his first taste of action 
barely a minute after coming on 
to replace Reliants Lusajo.

In the next twenty minutes, 
Young Africans looked to have 
dropped two points until Muda-
thir Yahya once again grabbed a 
dramatic winner with four min-
utes to normal stoppage time.

Consequently, Mudathir has 
now scored game-winning 
goals in two consecutive games 
at the same minute. 

It was his fourth goal of the 
season in 12 league appearanc-
es so far.

Speaking after the game, 
Gamondi was delighted with 
the way his side shook off the 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

A SQUAD of 24 Twiga Stars players has been 
summoned to commence preparations for the 
2024 Paris Women’s Olympic football tournament 
qualifiers assignment against South Africa.

Twiga Stars, Tanzania senior women’s national 
football team, is preparing to take on South Africa 
over two legs in the third round of the qualifiers 
for the Paris Games.

Victory will see them move on to the final round 
of qualifying where they’ll play either Nigeria or 
Cameroon for one of the two places that are guar-
anteed for African teams. 

Tanzania is yet to make an appearance in the 
Women’s Olympics.

Head coach Bakari Shime has retained most 
of the players that beat Botswana in the previ-
ous round with striker Aisha Masaka missing out 
due to an injury picked at her Swedish club, BK 
Häcken.

A squad of 20 local-based players will assemble 
for a preparation camp in Dar on Sunday. 

Reigning Tanzania Women’s Premier League 
champions, JKT Queens, provide the bulk of the 
local players with 12 from their book.

Four foreign-based stars led by captain Opa 
Clement, who play her trade in Turkey for Besik-
tas, are expected to join the team next week.

The Tanzania senior women’s team ended 2023 
on a high after qualifying for the 2024 Women’s 
Africa Cup of Nations following a victory against 
Togo.

Coach Shime will be hoping to carry that same 
spirit as the team goes into the third round of the 
qualifiers against the highly rated South Africa.

The team is expected to begin with the first 
leg at home on Monday, February 19, 2024, fol-
lowed by the second leg away in South Africa on 
Wednesday, February 28, 2024.

Twiga Stars squad for the 2024 third-round 
Olympic qualifiers and preparation camp:

Goalkeepers: Najat Abasi ( JKT Queens), Asha 
Mrisho (Amani Queens), Husna Mtunda (Yanga 
Princess)

Defenders: Juletha Singano ( Juarez, Mexico), 
Anastazia Katunzi ( JKT Queens), Christer Bahera 
( JKT Queens), Fatuma Issa (Simba Queens), Vio-
leth Nicholaus (Simba Queens), and Happy Hez-
ron ( JKT Queens).

Midfielders: Ester Mabanza ( JKT Queens), 
Aquila Gasper (Fountain Gate Princess), Stumai 
Abdallah ( JKT Queens), Enekia Kasonga (Eastern 
Flames, Saudi Arabia), Joyce Lema ( JKT Queens), 
Janet Christopher ( JKT Queens), Amina Bilali 
( JKT Queens), Diana Lucas (Ame, Turkey), Hasnat 
Ubamba (Fountain Gate Princess), Irene Kisisa 
(Yanga Princess)

Forwards: Opa Clement (pictured) (Besiktas, 
Turkey), Aisha Juma (Simba Queens), Donisia Min-
ja ( JKT Queens), Winfrida Gerald ( JKT Queens), 
Jamila Rajab ( JKT Queens)

Bakari Shime 
names Twiga 
squad to face 
South Africa in 
Olympic qualifiers

Young Africans midfielder Max Nzegeli is followed closely by  Mashujaa FC players during their NBC Premier League match at Chamazi 
Complex in Dar es Salaam on Thursday. Young Africans won 2-1. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YOUNG AFRICANS SC

By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

YOUNG Afri-
cans SC players 
have expressed 
their determi-

nation to collect 
more points in their 

race to retain the NBC 
Premier League title for 
the third time in a row fol-
lowing their 2-1 win against 
Mashujaa FC at Azam com-
plex on Thursday.

Mudathir Yahya late win-
ner ensured the defend-
ing champions moved six 
points clear before Simba 
SC and Azam FC squared 
off at CCM Kirumba in 
Mwanza later yesterday.

Speaking on the game 
and their season ambi-
tions, the team captain and 
central defender, Dickson 

Job, said they aim to col-
lect three points without 
losing or dropping two 
points as the league sec-
ond round phase brings 
tough opposition after the 
mini transfer signings for 
the majority of teams.

“The match against 
Mashujaa was tough be-
cause they are in the rel-
egation zone, and after 
their equalizer, we had to 
push up front to get a win-
ner because now we can’t 
afford to drop points,” said 
Job.

“We need to defend our 
league title that is why it is 
very important to get wins 
at home. Our next two fix-
tures we play away and 
that was important for us 
to pick up a win and build 
momentum,” said the de-
fender, who urged fans to 

show up in huge numbers 
for their match against 
Tanzania Prisons on Sun-
day.

Returning to the squad 
and making his league 
debut for Young Africans, 
former Simba SC winger 
Augustine Okrah said he 
did not expect to return 
faster to the squad after 
nursing his foot injury he 
picked at the Mapinduzi 
Cup.

“I did not expect to come 
back early. My injury was 
severely disturbing me, 
but I thank the club doc-
tors for taking care of me 
and trainers that guided 
me on my rehab to make 
my return,” said Okrah, 
who was signed in the 
January mini-transfer win-
dow from Bechum United 
of Ghana.

“We got a win in 90 min-
utes and the team win is 
what matters the most as 
I push for game time. We 
need to be solid in every 
game. We have to avoid 
conceding many goals and 
ensure to score early goals 
so we can have a comfort-
able game,” said the Gha-
naian.

Midfielder Max Nzengeli 
registered the first goal 
for Young Africans on the 
stroke of halftime before 
a stunning shot by Em-
manuel Mtumbuka in the 
64th minute equalized for 
Mashujaa FC.

Yanga now have 37 
points at the top of the 
league followed by Azam 
with 31 points and Simba 
are third with 29 points 
before their match later 
yesterday.

setback to grab the vital 
three-point win.

“Football is very nice, it is 
unbelievable because in one 
sense it was completely dom-
inated by Yanga. In the first 
half, there were two clear 
penalties, and I was upset. At 
least give one penalty and we 

can play much better.
“I told my players to be 

careful because one goal is 
not a big difference. And after 
only one action they scored a 
goal. It was very difficult to 
come back. But the fighting 
spirit, they put everything 
needed and believed. Hap-

pily, we scored the goal and 
we won three points. That’s 
the most important thing,” 
he said.

The result means Young Af-
ricans extended their lead at 
the top, six points above sec-
ond-placed Azam who were 
due to play Simba at CCM Ki-

rumba in Mwanza later yes-
terday.

The defending champions’ 
busy fixtures list continues 
with another assignment to-
morrow when they make the 
trip to Mbeya to face Tanza-
nia Prison.

Nigeria captain 
Troost-Ekong dreams 
of lifting trophy
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