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ConCern 

BUSINESS Africa’s youngest neurosurgeon 
and her ‘dreams’ about the field 

egghead 

 CAPE TOWN 

Dr Ncumisa Jilata’s jour-
ney from a childhood 
classroom in Mthatha 
in the Eastern Cape to 

becoming the youngest neurosur-
geon in Africa may have begun 
with a glass of water.

That feeling of sipping a cold 
drink, holding the glass in your 
hand, and the rush of thirst-
quenching pleasure, was a visual 
picture given by Jilata’s Grade 11 
biology teacher that began a life-
long love of neurons.

“The way he introduced this 
concept of impulses taken to the 
brain and the circuitry of neu-
rons, I thought there’s nothing 
that could top this,” she tells Spot-
light. Fast forward through finish-
ing matric, completing university, 
and graduating with a prestigious 
fellowship, by the age of 29, Jilata 
had become one of just five Black 
female neurosurgeons in South 
Africa.

That remarkable achievement, 
however, came with challenges. 
A young Black woman in a male-
dominated field, she had to work 
doubly hard to be taken seriously 
in a career where there were few 
role models before her. Now, she 
is working to change that. By 
mentoring future generations of 
Black women neurosurgeons and 
bringing science to communities, 
she’s hoping to shape a new fu-
ture for the field.

 Before her Grade 11 teacher 
and his glass of water, Jilata was 
on a completely different path. 
She had ambitions to become a 
chartered accountant. But having 
changed her mind, she was deter-
mined, even if that meant over-
coming many obstacles. Jilata had 
to take extra subjects, increase 
her workload and sacrifice some 
of her friendships for her studies. 
“Having people around me who 
believed in my dreams was im-
portant,” she says.

Among those people were Jila-
ta’s parents, who had, from a very 
early age, instilled in her the val-
ues of hard work and leadership. 
“My upbringing played a crucial 
role in my success because I 
looked up to my parents who are 
both hard workers,” she says.

“They motivated me to study 
hard, as my degree would be the 
key to unlocking my future.” And 
they were right. Jilata graduated 
with Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery degrees (MB-
ChB) from Mthatha’s Walter Sisu-
lu University (WSU) in 2009. This 
was made possible with support 
from her father, who was also a 
lecturer at WSU and a bursary 
from the Eastern Cape govern-
ment.

By 2017, she had completed her 
fellowship with the Council of 
Neurosurgeons of South Africa, 
which was self-funded, officially 
earning her title as one of five 
Black South African women in 
the field and the youngest neuro-
surgeon on the continent. Those 
achievements earned her head-
lines and even a special mention 
from then-Deputy President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his address at the 
Presidency Budget Vote in Parlia-
ment’s National Assembly.

Naming her as one of SA’s wom-

These grocery staples remain prohibitively 
priced despite VAT exemption - a puzzle

 JOHANNESBURG 

There are calls for a mass media cam-
paign to encourage vaccination against 
COVID-19. This as vaccine hesitancy ap-
pears to be growing. The SOS Coalition 
says the campaign should be aired at 
prime times to reach the most people.

When the Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme was announced in South Afri-
ca, Lerato Moletsane was adamant she 
would not get the jab. The 49-year-old 
banker from Dobsonville, Soweto, said 
she was easily swayed by the misinfor-
mation on Covid-19 vaccines on social 
media and opinions based on conspir-
acy theories.

“I’ve been getting conflicting informa-
tion about the vaccine. I was like, argh, 
you know what, I don’t think I’ll go for 
it. And believe me, I believed very much 
in it. I never went for a second opinion,” 
Moletsane told Health24. Lerato Molet-
sane went from being against vaccina-
tion to wanting to vaccinate. “People 
were saying this is a conspiracy, that Bill 
Gates wants to own Africa, so he’s going 
to give us vaccines, and we are all going 
to die.”And I thought that maybe there 
is some truth to it. So let me rather be 
without it,” she added.

Her turning point
On 17 June 2021, Moletsane’s police 

officer husband tested positive for 
Covid-19. Soon after, she started having 
symptoms and tested positive too. This 

was her eye-opener. “I was sick from the 
very day he told me that he tested posi-
tive. I got sicker than him, and he is not 
a person who exercises.

“I think I am fairly fit because I run a 
lot. It knocked me out. I went nine days 
with no food, just consuming liquids. 
I am a resilient person, but this thing 
made me cry,” she said.”That’s why now 
I think I need to go and get vaccinated.”

‘I love travelling’
Moletsane added her will to live had 

motivated her to get the jab later this 
month. “I look after my four-year-old 
nephew. He can’t play with other kids 
outside. He has to watch TV to keep 
himself entertained. I want a normal 
childhood for him where he can play 
with other kids too.”

Her love for adventure is a driving 
force for her to advocate for Covid-19 
vaccines. “I love travelling, and if I don’t 
vaccinate, then my chances of travelling 
again are very limited,” she said. Due to 
her experience of contracting Covid-19, 
she now not only wants to protect her-
self but her family too.”I took my moth-
er for her second shot today. I am very 
excited about that,” she said.

In times of uncertainty you need 
journalism you can trust. For only R75 
per month, you have access to a world 
of in-depth analyses, investigative jour-
nalism, top opinions and a range of fea-
tures. Journalism strengthens democ-
racy. Invest in the future today.

How a woman changed 
her mind after Covid-19 
almost ‘knocked me out’ 

Lerato Moletsane in her jogging gear.

 MAPUTO

Despite the extension of the 
exemption from Value Added 
Tax (VAT), the prices of sugar, 
soap and cooking oil remain 
prohibitive for most Mozam-
bicans.

‘Carta’ has been monitor-
ing the prices of these prod-
ucts since the Assembly of the 
Republic approved the VAT 
exemption extension in No-
vember, 2020. What we have 
learned is that prices have con-
tinued to rise.

When the document was ap-
proved, cooking oil cost 115.00 
meticais a litre. It now costs 
around 200.00 meticais, de-
pending on the quality. For five 
litres of oil, consumers paid 
between 450.00 and 680.00 
meticais, but it currently costs 
between 580.00 and 720.00 
meticais for that amount.

Brown sugar, on the other 
hand, then cost 60.00 metic-
ais per kilogram, whereas to-
day it costs between 75.00 and 
80.00 meticais. A 20 kg bag cost 
1,200.00 meticais; currently, 
it costs between 1,300.00 and 
1,350.00 meticais. Soap, which 
then cost 15.00 meticais per bar, 
today costs between 20 to 25 
meticais.

Our report spoke with some 
consumers, who shared their 
dissatisfaction with the continu-
ous rise in prices of these essen-
tial products. One such is Aly, a 
resident of the Infulene neigh-
bourhood, in Matola munici-

Economy and Finance minister Adriano Maleiane. 

U-tUrn  

WASHINGTON 

U.S. health officials are investigating 
reports that Moderna Inc’s COVID-19 
vaccine may be linked to a higher risk 
of a rare heart condition in younger 
adults than previously thought, the 
Washington Post reported late on 
Thursday, citing people familiar with 
the review. The report quoted a source 
saying it was too early for the regulators 
to reach a conclusion, and that 
additional work was needed before any 
recommendation was made.

Health regulators in June had 
added a warning to the literature that 
accompanies the mRNA vaccines 

produced by Moderna and Pfizer to flag 
the rare risk of heart inflammation seen 
primarily in young males. However, they 
said the benefit of the shots in preventing 
COVID-19 continued to outweigh the 
risks. There might be a 2.5 times higher 
incidence of myocarditis in those who 
get the Moderna vaccine compared 
with Pfizer’s vaccine, the Post quoted a 
source as saying. The investigation that is 
focused on Canadian data suggests that 
risks of myocarditis might especially be 
higher for males below the age of 30 or 
so, according to the report. Moderna and 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) did not immediately respond to 
Reuters’ requests for comment.

US probing Moderna vaccine 
for higher heart inflammation 
risk - Washington Post report

en breaking barriers, he thanked 
her “for inspiring us, motivating us 
and challenging us with your [life] 
and your determination… demon-
strating what is possible with per-
severance, courage, collaboration, 
and partnership.”

From her rooms at Morningside 
Mediclinic, she treats everything 
from brain tumours to the effects 
of stroke. She also addresses issues 
related to the nervous system, in-
cluding degenerative issues of the 
spine.

In some cases, she sees patients 
who’ve been bedridden and were 
able to walk again after surgery 
with her. “Seeing a patient wake 
up from the ICU and able to use all 
their body parts without any pain 
brings me great joy,” she says.

But getting where she is today 
was not easy. Indeed, neurosur-
gery has historically been a male-
dominated field, with gender 
disparities still persisting today. 
According to research published 
in the Journal of Neurosurgery, 
there are only 243 African women 
neurosurgeons on the continent. 
Representation of Black women 
role models is even more scarce.

That study found South Africa 
ranked third behind Algeria and 
Morocco with 18 registered female 
neurosurgeons. Only five of them, 

however, identify as Black. Accord-
ing to Jilata, there were about 150 
neurosurgeons working in South 
Africa in 2017.

“It wasn’t easy at first, especially 
being a woman of colour,” says 
Jilata. “I was second-guessed most 
times and I had to work extra hard 
to prove to everyone else that I 
had the capabilities to be this neu-
rosurgeon that I wanted to be.”

Mentoring the next generation
Lifestyle, discrimination, un-

equal opportunities, and a lack of 
role models are among the most 
common reasons keeping women 
out of neurosurgery, according to 
another study from the Journal of 
Neurosurgery, which specifically 
mentioned Jilata’s achievements.

“Role models are essential in 
mentoring the next generation of 
neurosurgeons and that’s the only 
way we will have more diversity in 
the workforce,” study author Pro-
fessor Anil Nanda, of the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery at Rutgers-
New Jersey Medical School in the 
US, tells Spotlight.

“Dr Jilata’s story is inspiration-
al but what is important is her 
acknowledgement of her men-
tor.” Jilata has called Dr Coceka 
Mfundisi, the third Black woman 
to qualify as a neurosurgeon in 
SA, her mentor. And Jilata herself 
has taken up the torch for future 
females, working as a consultant 
with young doctors to support, 
train, and guide them along their 
neuro career paths.“As exciting as 
it is to be among the few female 
neurosurgeons, we need to bridge 
the gap in percentages of men ver-
sus women in the field,” she says.

But that role doesn’t stop with 
neurosurgery. Jilata says the rep-
resentation of Black women is 
important for all areas of science. 
“We need to share all opportuni-
ties with young Black women on 
the importance of science and 
how valuable it is in the ever-
changing world.”

 

Africa’s youngest neurosurgeon, Dr Ncumisa Jilata. 

prices, international currency, 
currency availability. The 
change in international 
prices implies either a fall 
or a rise in prices,” he said. 
Cláudia Manjate, from OLAM 
Mozambique, one of the 
largest domestic processors of 
cooking oil, did not consent to 
answer our questions, claiming 
that it was the responsibility of 
the Association of Oil and Soap 
Producers, an organisation 
that ‘Carta’ found to be still 
in the embryonic phase of its 
creation.

A similar situation obtains 
in the sugar sector. ‘Carta’ 
contacted the president of the 
Mozambican Sugar Producers 
Association (APAMO), João 
Jeque, who referred us to the 
National Sugar Distributor 
(DNA), claiming that the entity 
was responsible for fixing the 
price of sugar. However, the 
DNA, when contacted, also said 
it did not have the competence 
to pronounce on the matter.

The VAT exemption on 
sugar, soap and cooking oil is 
valid until December, 2023, 
and aims to alleviate the social 
and economic impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. At the 
time, Minister of Economy 
and Finance Adriano Maleiane 
said that the exemption was 
still necessary to reduce the 
impact on consumer prices, 
strengthen national industry 
and adopt economic and 
social measures relevant to the 
current State of Calamity.

pality, Maputo province, who rues 
the fact that prices have increased 
despite the extension of the VAT ex-
emption.

Jossefa Ussene, a resident of the 
Patrice Lumumba neighbourhood, 
also in Matola, does not believe in 
market prices and says that there 
is price speculation. She says the 
National Inspectorate of Economic 
Activities (INAE) must intensify its 
activities, in order to prevent every-
one from marking their own prices.

Our reporter contacted the pro-
ducers of sugar, soap and cook-
ing oil in search of a reason for the 
continuous rise in prices. The Gen-
eral Manager of the Maeva Group, 
Avanish Koja, indicated exchange 
rate fluctuations, the availability of 
foreign exchange and the change in 
reference prices as the main reasons 
behind the rise in the prices of the 
cooking oil and the soap produced 
by his company.

“You have to look at international 
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Commodore Azana Msingiri, head of Zanzibar’s Special Anti-Smuggling Squad (KMKM), shows journalists at Mtoni yesterday 
some of the fish he said the force caught in collaboration with their partner, Wisam Company, as part of a deep-sea fishing 
operation meant to support the implementation of the Isles’ blue economy policy. Photo: Rahma Suleiman

Blue Economy: Zanzibar 
launches deep-sea fishing

and sale.
Head of patrol at KMKM, Hussein Ali 

Mwinyi said the success of the opera-
tion is good news considering the fact 
that weather in the sea was rough when 
it was being undertaken.

“Weather was bad in the ocean yet we 
managed to catch enough fish; this is re-
ally good news,” he enthused.

This success was registered at a time

  By Guardian Reporter

THE government of Zanzibar has 
conducted its first deep sea fishing 
in the newly launched blue econo-
my drive as it awaits new vessels for 
effective but sustainable harvesting 
of marine resources.

The ship operated by anti-smug-
gling squad (KMKM) successfully 
conducted the trial activity and 
returned to the islands yesterday 
with more than five tonnes of fish 

 By Henry Mwangonde

ONE month since the government indicated it 
would review rates of levy charged on mobile 
money transactions, a decision is yet to be 

made, with revenues generated looking too tempting to 
forgo.

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba 
was yesterday at pains to explain why the government 
has not fulfilled the promise of reducing the rates that 
stakeholders said would derail financial inclusivity.

While saying that discussions were still going on, the 
minister was quick to say that in the last four weeks it 
has been in force, the government collected a whop-
ping 48.4bn/- that has already been disbursed to local 
government authorities for construction of health cen-
tres.

“Tanzanians should keep waiting until all the govern-
ment works on all the pending issues that are of con-
cern to Tanzanians, but we should keep in mind that 
this is an issue of national interest,” he said.

The government will anytime from now come up 
with a framework to address the matter which among 
other things will take into consideration the public out-
cry, he stated, noting that the levies were meant to im-
plement various development projects.

It would be embarrassing to see strategic projects 
failing due to lack of funding, he remarked, insisting 
that already the funds have been channeled to devel-
opment projects including construction of classrooms 
and health centres.

The minister similarly affirmed that the government 
has collected 26bn/- since the introduction of fuel lev-

ies, and it was working on seeking out other means of 
expanding the tax base.

At the news conference, the minister was flanked by 
his Communication and Information Technology coun-
terpart Dr Faustine Ndugulile and the Minister of State 
in the President’s Office (Regional Administration and 
Local Governments) Ummy Mwalimu. They elaborated 

Turn to page2

Treasury battles for cash transfer levies

Tanzanians should keep 
waiting until all the 
government works on 
all the pending issues 
that are of concern to 
Tanzanians, but we should 
keep in mind that this is an 
issue of national interest

By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

WOMEN and girls working in the informal 
sector are the hardest hit by economic dis-
ruptions occasioned by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, a new survey shows.
A dissemination workshop on the impact of 
the Covid-19 pandemic on women and girls 
here yesterday was told that 60.66 per cent 
of respondents now need financial support 
to enable their petty commerce to survive 
after the drain on incomes.
The findings unveiled here show that the 
sectors  most affected are tourism (36.89 per 
cent), food 

‘Impact of COVID-19  
hardest on informal  
sector women, girls’
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to a rapturous welcome.
 Speaking at the receiving ceremony 

here, head of KMKM Commodore Azana 
Msingiri said the success of the first deep 
sea fishing signifies better future in the 
blue economy initiative.

“The size, type and quality of the catch 
qualify for sale in the international market 
and we will do just that,” he said.

 He said that companies, intermediaries 
or individuals interested in purchasing the 
fish for resale in international market may 
visit KMKM offices for price negotiation 

 ABUSE  ENERGY TRADE GENDER

COURT HANDS EX-ATCL  BOSS 
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GOVT WARNS TANESCO ON UNNEC-
ESSARY POWER CUTS  Page 3

VIEWS  TO FACILITATE AMENDMENT 
OF BUSINESS ACT   Page 4
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TEGIC PLAN Page 5

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

AGRICULTURE minister Prof Adolf 
Mkenda yesterday directed the Cere-
als and Other Produce Board (CPB) 
to enter into contracts with big and 
small sunflower farmers to end the 
perennial shortage of edible oil in the 
country.

The minister (pictured) said the 
contracts need to compel smallholder 
farmers to become members of active 
cooperative societies, launching two 
factories for maize milling and sun-
flower processing, supervised by the 
board.

In the contracts, the board in col-

‘Use sunflower out growers 
to curb edible oil shortage’ 

Turn to page2

bring more yields, he stated.
Tanzania’s annual demand for cook-

ing oil stands at 570,000 metric tonnes 
while local production capacity stands 
at 205,000metric tonnes, in which case 
traders must hugely import to cover the 
deficit.

The ministry will be providing exten-
sion officers as part of the contract, who 
will help in ensuring that the end prod-
ucts are up to standard, he affirmed, elab-
orating that the move is aimed at elimi-
nating the need for edible oil imports.

Ministerial statistics indicate that Tan-
zania spends a lot of money for such im-
ports from Malaysia in particular, praisinglaboration with the Tanzania Agriculture 

Research Institute (TARI), would be re-
sponsible for producing appropriate and 
well researched seedlings that would 
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa inspects laboratory equipment when he visited Lucas Malia Girls Secondary School in Ruangwa District yesterday..  
PICHA: PMO 

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba updates journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the government’s review of rates of levy charged on mobile 
money transactions. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma.   

vending (19.67 per cent), 
kiosks (12.29 per cent), 
agriculture (12.29 per cent), 
used clothes vending (9.84 
per cent) soap making (3.29 
per cent) and others 5.74 per 
cent).
The study was conducted by 
the not-for profit organization 
Tusonge Community Devel-
opment Organisation (CDO) 
amongst women and girls 
working in the informal sector 
in Moshi District, Kilimanjaro 
Region, from June 2020 to 
March 2021. 

Lawi Msemwa, the project 
coordinator, said the study 
shows that something needs 
to be done urgently to rescue 
women and girls working in 
the informal sector because 
most of them are now living 
in abject poverty owing to the 
pandemic.
“The aim of the workshop was 
to create awareness of the 
reality and get recommenda-
tions on the way forward,” he 
said.
The study was conducted as 
part of efforts to help the 
government understand the 

magnitude of the effects of 
the Covid-19 pandemic in Kili-
manjaro Region, understood 
to be the most affected due 
to reliance on tourism—the 
hardest hit sector globally, he 
asserted.
The survey was conducted 
with feminist approach as 
incomes are not guaranteed 
in the informal sector and 
women are more vulnerable 
in economic disruptions owing 
to their more acute welfare 
responsibilities. 
Omega Mchaki, the monitoring 
and evaluation officer at Tu-

songe CDO said urgent action 
needs to be taken. The role of 
women and adolescent girls 
in taking care of the family is 
vital, he emphasised.
Tourism is one of the sec-
tors most affected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic, impacting 
economies, livelihoods, public 
services and opportunities on 
all continents. All parts of its 
vast value-chain have been 
affected. The World Trade 
Organization projected a fall 
of export revenues from tour-
ism by $910 billion to  $1.2 
trillion in 2020 alone.

‘COVID-19 impact hardest on informal  sector women’
FROM PAGE 1

Dar court gives ex-ATCL  boss 4-year jail sentence 
By Guardian Reporter 

THE Kisutu Resident Magistrate’s 
Court in Dar es Salaam yesterday sen-
tenced former Air Tanzania Limited 
Director General David Mataka to four 
years imprisonment or pay 8m/- fine 
for abuse of office and occasioning loss 
of about 100bn/- to the government.

Principal Resident Magistrate Janeth 
Mtega, also sentenced two other peo-
ple, Ramadhani Mlinga and Bertha 
Soka, who were charged with forgery 
alongside Mataka to either pay 2m/- 
each or go to jail for one year.

The magistrate imposed such sen-
tences after the court was satisfied by 
evidence produced by 18 prosecution 

witnesses.
According to the magistrate, the for-

mer ATCL boss abused his office in 
October 2007 at ATCL offices in Ilala 
District in Dar-es-Salaam City by sign-
ing aircraft lease agreements and cer-
tificates of acceptance in disregard to 
technical and legal advice.

He also willfully disregarded the legal 

advice given by the Attorney General, 
thus causing loss of USD 43, 231,718.2 to 
ATCL.

On part of Milinga and Soka, the mag-
istrate ruled that there was ample evi-
dence to prove that they forged minutes 
for retrospective approval of the lease 
of the aircraft in question.

on how the money will be spent.
Dr Ndugulile saidi the rate of transactions has not been 

reduced by introducing the levies, with transactions pro-
jected to remain between 9m and 11m per month.

In the government budget, the legislature amended the 
Electronic and Postal Communication Act (CAP 306), im-
posing a levy on all mobile money transactions depend-
ing on the amount sent or withdrawn, in an an effort to 
raise revenue collections by 1.254trn/- to partly finance the 
36.68trn/- budget for the 2021/22 financial year.    

Upon introduction, the levies sparked a public outcry 
as the public said they were too high to carry, whereupon 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan promised that the govern-
ment will come up with a friendly modality on how to ex-
ecute the levy for it to be user-friendly.

 The president acknowledged concerns from the public 
and promised a fair solution but it has been hard to bring 
about that outcome, but of late National Assembly Speaker 
Job Ndugai hinted that the legislature would make changes 
to the Finance Act, 2021, specifically on the mobile money 
levy rates.

Treasury battles for 
cash transfer levies
FROM PAGE 1

when the Union government is processing the procure-
ment of eight state-of-the-art vessels for deep sea fishing, 
four of which will be stationed in Zanzibar.

Dr Rashid Tamatamah, the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries in charge of the fisher-
ies sector, said back in March that the ship purchasing also 
focuses on creating employment opportunities from ma-
rine products.

Developing the blue economy is set out in the Zanzibar 
Vision 2020-2050, designed to tap into the use of sea re-
sources for economic growth, by sustainable methods.

Upon taking office late last year, President Dr Hussein 
Mwinyi pledged to turn around Zanzibar by heavily invest-
ing in the blue economy, thus in pursuing this objective, he 
created the Blue Economy and Fisheries portfolio.

Blue or sea economy entails the fishing sector, fish farm-
ing, establishing fish processing factories, seaweed farm-
ing, oil and gas drilling and the utilisation of various ma-
rine resources as well as seashore tourism.

Blue Economy: Zanzibar 
launches deep-sea fishing

the board for controls exercised in managing the production and 
marketing of cereals.

Tanzanian products were free from aflatoxins, he declared, inviting 
foreign businessmen to procure the country’s products.

CPB Director General, Dr Anselm Moshi earlier said that CPB was op-
erating a sunflower processing plant producing 40 tons per day.

“In order to have enough raw materials, CPB signed up to contract 
farming with farmers in Morogoro, Singida, Dodoma and Simiyu re-
gions, with the board enabling farmers to get the best seedlings, ferti-
lizer and other agricultural inputs,” he specified.

‘Use sunflower out growers 
to curb edible oil shortage’

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

NAIROBI

Kenya’s fight against Covid-19 faces a major hurdle after it emerged 
that key antiviral drugs Remdesivir and Actemra are virtually out of 
stock.

The acute shortage of the drugs, which are crucial in the treatment 
of patients with severe cases of the viral disease, comes at a time the 
country is recording a surge in infections, with more than 1,000 pa-
tients in the intensive care unit and the positivity rate at a high of 15 
per cent.

According to data from the Pharmacy and Poisons Board (PPB), 
there are only 2,000 vials of Remdesivir in the country, spread among 
a handful of importers.

The latest wave of infections, driven by the highly transmittable 
delta variant, which was first reported in India, has increased demand 
for the drugs and strained services at major referral hospitals.

With the drugs out of stock at the stores of major suppliers, all in-
dications are that all is not well even as the Health ministry races to 
expand vaccine protection.

“We issued a few more permits last week for the importation of the 
drugs and already we have 1,300 vials of Actemra 80mg and 400mg 
for Roche Pharmaceuticals at the airport awaiting clearance,” Dr Fred 
Siyoi, the PPB Chief Executive Officer said.

Remdesivir has been found to speed up recovery of severely ill Cov-
id-19 patients, though the World Health Organization has questioned 
its effectiveness.

The drug also reduces the duration and severity of illness.
The PPB approved the drug for emergency use on Covid-19 patients 

and permitted five Kenyan companies to import and supply it to hos-
pitals.

In most private hospitals across the country, Remesdivir goes for 
Sh7,000 per vial while Actemra, which is considered the most expen-
sive drug in the treatment of severely ill patients, retails at Sh180,000 
per vial.

Shortage of essential drugs 
threatens war on COVID-19
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Edward Mbanga (R), acting Permanent Secretary in the Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children ministry, briefs 
journalists in Dodoma yesterday on the four-day commemoration of African Traditional Medicine Day to be held in the national capital from 
next Saturday. He is with the ministry’s Director of Medical Services, Dr Caroline Mayengo. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

By Getrude Mbago

PERSONS with Disabilities (PWDs) from 
various poor households in the coun-
try are soon set to start benefiting from 
grants provided by the Tanzania Social 
Action Funds (TASAF) programme.

This follows the formation of a new 
guideline created by the government so 
as to facilitate the process.

Speaking during the capacity building 
session for the officers, who are going to 
carry out the identification of the group, 
held in Dar es Salaam on Thursday, State 
House Permanent Secretary Dr Moses 
Kusiluka said thousands of PWDs will be 
reached with the special allowance to 
support their daily needs.

“The government implements vari-
ous strategies and international treaties 
that aim to promote equity in the society. 
So with this additional grant to support 
PWDs will enable poor households to 
meet their daily needs and thus support 
poverty reduction efforts,” he said.

He wanted officials who are going to 
supervise the identification exercise to be 
fair and ensure that only the eligible peo-
ple are registered.

“The government will not tolerate any 
official who will go against set conditions 
during registration of the PWDS because 
the project now focuses on two groups of 
persons with disabilities; those with pro-
found and severe disability,” he said.

He said that there are four types of dis-
abilities which include profound, severe 

, moderate and mild disability but only 
two groups will be considered in the pro-
gramme. Godwin Mkisi, TASAF acting di-
rector general said the project is approxi-
mately expected to reach 190,000 poor 
households which have PWDs in their 
homes.

“Our aim is to ensure that PWDs in the 
poor households are well taken care of by 
having access to basic needs every day,” 
he said. Mkisi said the identification exer-
cise is expected to be completed by end 
of September thus commencing the grant 
issuance process PWDs in October.

He said that officials who are going to 
supervise the initiative will be heavily 
capacitated to enable them to fulfill their 
duties efficiently.

Ernest Kimaya, chairman of Tanzania 
Federation of Disabled People’s Organi-
zations (SHIVYAWATA) commended the 
government for recognizing the impor-
tance of supporting the group as the 
move is going to provide huge relief to the 
group whom most of them are unable to 
engage in economic activities due to their 
disability.

“The government’s decision to incorpo-
rate PWDs to the TASAF programme is a 
great step which should be commended 
by all. We really appreciate this,” he said.

Ussi Khamis, secretary of the Zanzibar 
Federation of Disabled People’s Organi-
zations (SHIJUWAZA) also hailed the im-
plementation of the project calling on the 
government to ensure that it reached all 
PWDs in the coming years.

 PWDs from poor households expected to 
start benefiting from TASAF programme  

By Guardian Reporter

  Energy minister  Dr Me-
dard Kalemani has warned 
the Tanzania Electric Supply 
Company (TANESCO) on regu-
lar power cuts without issuing 
strong reasons.

According to the minis-
ter some officials at the state 
owned power utility have de-
veloped an outrageous behav-
iour of cutting power whenev-

er they wish in the pretext that 
the grid has leaked.

He made the statement yes-
terday during his tour to in-
spect Zuzu Zuzu substation in 
Dodoma.

“Some days ago, there was 
power cut here in Dodoma 
and when asked the officials 
responded that he grid has 
been leaked, why this regular 
challenge, so I instruct that 
this behaviour should come to 

an end, work hard to ensure 
that people have power all the 
time,” he said.

Kalemani said Dodoma Re-
gion currently has enough 
electricity due to the presence 
of the Zuzu power station 
which when completed will 
be able to generate more than 
600 megawatts of electricity.

He said the electricity de-
mand for Dodoma is currently 
48 megawatts, and the de-

mand has been rising daily so 
the station will be a savior by 
having reliable electricity.

 “The centre produces and 
cools electricity to be dis-
tributed in others regions in-
cluding Singida. But later, the 
Zuzu substation will be the 
core of the Iringa-Shinyanga 
backbone transmission line 
as expected to improve and 
stabilize access to electric-
ity in the country while also 

transmitting  in the neighbor-
ing Zambia and Kenya,” said 
Dr Kalemani.

Commenting on the regular 
incidents of power stations 
burning in the country, the 
Minister said there is a need to 
put in place systems to iden-
tify problems early so that 
action can be taken before it 
happens.

“On the recent fire incident 
at Msamvu power receiving 

and transmission station, I 
have formed a special com-
mission so as to investigate the 
source,” he said.

He also wanted TANESCO to 
hire patriotic and professional 
staff so as to address regular 
fire incidents in power sta-
tions.

“Let us put patriotic, pro-
fessional and non-drunk staff 
and if I find an alcoholic per-
son in these stations, he or 

she and the employer will all 
leave,” he insisted.

Project manager at Zuzu 
Power Station, Newton Mwak-
ifwamba, said the project is 
expected to be completed on 
September 27, this year.

“The project is now 98 per-
cent complete, and we expect 
it by September 27, this year to 
be completed. It is implement-
ed at a cost of USD53 million,” 
said Mwakifwamba.

Minister warns TANESCO  on unnecessary power cuts   

Former Temeke municipal director Lusubilo Mwakabibi under police escort shortly after appearing in the Kisutu Resident Magis-
trate’s Court in Dar es Salaam yesterday charged with abuse of office. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Guardian Reporter

EDUCATION stakeholders have under-
scored the need to strengthen adult   educa-
tion and build an approach which will facili-
tate its smooth implementation.

Official statistics from the Institute of 
Adulthood Education indicates that the 
number of illiterate youth and adults aged 15 
years and above is estimated to be between 
5.4 and 8 million.

They were speaking in Dar es Salaam at 
the just ended four-day workshop on adult 
learning and education system building 
consensus building and road mapping work-
shop.

The stakeholders were from the Ministry 
of Education, Science and Technology, In-
stitute for International Cooperation of the 
German Adult Education Association – DVV 
International Tanzania Tanzania Education 
Network and several other institutions.

Frauke Heinze, Regional Director East/ 
Horn of Africa DVV International said the 
Adult Learning and Education System Build-
ing Approach (ALESBA) is implemented in 
five phases, hence the reason for them to 
conduct a mapping exercise for adult educa-
tion.

She added that DVV international is a re-
sult of the Institute of International Coop-
eration of German Adult Education Associa-
tion since 1969 and that it works on the areas 
of adult  education in a number of African 
countries including Tunisia, Morocco, Mali, 
Togo, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia, 
Mozambique and South Africa.

Heinze said the program for adult learn-
ing education in Tanzania has been imple-
mented in collaboration with the ministry 
of education from 2020 to 2022 at a cost of 
Euros 1 million.

Plucid Balige from Institute of Adulthood 
Education shared some strategies for im-
provement of adult learning education and 
the need to build up a proper system. He 
commended DVV International for their de-
sire to invest in adult education in Tanzania.

The four-day workshop aimed at enabling 
participants to strengthen implementation 
and coordination of adult learning educa-
tion services by bringing together key stake-
holders, system strengthening and building 
consensus and road mapping for provision 
of adult education in the country.

Speaking at the opening of the workshop 
on Tuesday this week, Adamson Simbatano, 
a specialist in adulthood education from the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Tech-
nology in Dodoma said the government is 
preparing guidelines that will include youth 
and adult learners on things to be taught, a 
process which will include all the stakehold-
ers in adulthood education.

“Our future plan for adulthood education 
as a nation is to involve all the stakeholders 
to go through the current documents that 
are used to offer this kind of education in 
particular areas. This will help us to come up 
with the best guidelines for adult education 
in Tanzania,” said Simbatano.

Stakeholders underscore need   
to strengthen adult  education  

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Shinyanga

FARMERS in Mwenge ward, 
Shinyanga Region are uproot-
ing chickpea plants before 
harvesting time following gold 
discoveries on their farms.

The farmers told journalists 
that they will no longer contin-
ue with farming of the cereal 
crop because gold was more 
profitable than the crop.

One of the farm owners 
Khamis Lukubanija said it was 
better to destroy the crops and 
mining gold which was more 

profitable.
“As you can see there is no 

way I should continue farming 
when there is gold which will 
make me say bye-bye to poverty 
in a short period,” he said.

Another resident from the 
village who preferred anonym-
ity said sometimes they lack 

laboures to harvest Chickpeas 
because most of the youths 
have ventured into gold mining 
which they said is paying them 
faster.

He said the labourers are paid 
between 4,000/- to harvest the 
crops but established mining 
pits they earn 10,000/-.

“Gold has come to end 
chickpeas farming in our area 
because in the short period of 
time of its discovery, most of 
the people have turned into it,” 
he said. The chairman for gold 
mining group in the area, Josh-
ua Sayi said when responding 
to questions from journalists 

that they have been waiting for 
directives from the ministry of 
health on how to protect them-
selves from covid-19m while at 
the mining area which is now 
populated.

“My mining site has 7000 
people but the ministry of 
health has never come here. 

That is the reason you see not 
washing water at the entrance,” 
he said. The secretary for the 
mining site, Peter Jonathan said 
they had a procedure to let peo-
ple wash their hands before 
entering the mining sites but it 
was opposed and life returned 
to business as usual.

Farmers in Shinyanga  uprooting chickpea plants before harvesting time following gold discoveries on their  farms 

Our future plan for adult-
hood education as a nation 
is to involve all the stake-
holders to go through the 
current documents that 
are used to offer this kind 
of education in particular 
areas
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Ministry of Industries and 
Trade has urged business offic-
ers all over the country to collect 
views from various areas that will 
facilitate amendment of the Busi-
ness Licensing Act to meet cur-
rent needs.

Permanent secretary (PS) Doto 
James made the statement yes-
terday here when closing training  
for trade officers from the regions 
of Dodoma, Singida and Moro-
goro.

 “It is very important and I ad-
vice you that if see this law is out-
dated, go and collect comments 
and views, analyze them and later 
submit to the government to see 
how to solve the challenge,” he 
said.

He noted that the trade officers 
were complaining that the law is 
no longer supporting the current 
needs so it needed to be reviewed 
and amended.

The PS also promised that he 
will lodge complaints to the rel-
evant authorities on the delay in 
issuing IDs of entrepreneurs.

“Things changes every day with 
the science and technology devel-
opment bringing new needs, so if 
the Act is outdated, then come up 
with recommendations on which 
articles should be amended t 
make trade operations better,” he 
said.

Alo Fred, acting secretary of the 
trade officers association assured 
the PS that they are going to work 
on all the directives and advices.

“We appreciate so munch your 
presence in this meeting as you 
have taught us a lot of things, let 
me assure you that we are going 
to work on all what you have di-
rected,” he said.

The Business Licensing Act No. 25 
of 1972 is the Main Act for Business 
Licensing Processes in Tanzania. 

The Act requires that No Entity 
is required to operate a Business in 
Tanzania without being a Holder of 
a Valid Business License issued by 
the Respective Authority. 

In Tanzania, Business Licenses 
are issued by two Authorities name-
ly Business Registration and Licens-
ing Agency for Class “A” Business 
Licenses and Local Government 
Authorities (LGAs) for Class B Li-
censes.

Trade officers urged to collect views on 

facilitating amendment of Business Act  

By Guardian Reporter 

AS part of its strong commitment to 
supporting Tanzania’s health sector, 
the United States (US) government has 
renovated three health care facilities of 
Matema Care and Treatment Centre, 
Ipinda Reproductive and Child Health 
Clinic as well as Mwambani Care and 
Treatment Centre in Mbeya Region. 

The construction of the facilities was 
funded by the U.S. government through 
the Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search, part of the U.S. department of 
Defense. 

A ceremony to officially handover 
the newly renovated facilities took 
place yesterday at the Care and Treat-
ment Center at Matema Lutheran Hos-
pital, Kyela District.

Speaking during the event, US 
Ambassador to Tanzania Dr. Donald 
Wright lauded the new facilities as a 
strong symbol of the U.S. commitment 
to improving the health of all Tanzani-
ans through partnership with the Min-
istry of Health and other stakeholders.

 “Let there be no doubt that the Unit-
ed States is a friend to Tanzania.  We 
stand together with the Tanzanian gov-
ernment, with the Ministry of Health 
and all its health care workers, and 
with the people of Tanzania to achieve 
better health outcomes for all Tanzani-
ans,” he said.

Mark Breda, Country Director Walter 
Reed said the renovated facilities will 
offer patients more space, privacy, and 
improved services, thus leading to bet-
ter health outcomes. 

Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search is a U.S. government agency 
working within the Department of De-
fense. Walter Reed operates around the 
world, conducting research, fighting 
disease, and building partnerships with 
local governments, militaries, and civil-
ian populations. Walter Reed has been 
operating in Tanzania since 1999, work-
ing to end HIV through research and 
the implementation of PEPFAR pre-
vention, care, and treatment programs. 
Walter Reed works with Tanzanian 
government agencies, the Tanzanian 
military, NGOs, and civilians.

Walter Reed focuses its work in five 
regions in the Southern Highlands: 
Mbeya, Rukwa, Katavi, Songwe, and 
Ruvuma. In these areas Walter Reed, 
through its implementing partner the 
Henry Jackson Foundation Medical 
Research International (HJFMRI), pro-
vides comprehensive HIV/AIDS care 
and treatment services with the goal 
of reducing HIV/AIDS prevalence. With 
funding from the United States, HJFMRI 
provides anti-retroviral drugs to nearly 
200,000 clients and has delivered HIV 
counseling and testing services to over 
one-million Tanzanians.

US government hands over new health 
facilities in Mbeya and Songwe regions

Education ministry offers opportunity for girls, women to resume studies through FDCs 
By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology is pro-
viding opportunity for young 
girls and women who dropped 
out of school due various rea-
sons resume studies through 
various Folk Development Col-
leges (FDCs) across the coun-
try.

The opportunity is provid-
ed through the ‘Elimu Haina 
Mwisho- Skills Development 
Initiative,” which targets ado-
lescent girls and young women 
who have dropped out of pri-

mary or secondary school due 
to various reasons or school 
dropouts who were unable to 
subsequently continue educa-
tion.

Mussa Mturuki, Principal at 
Katumba Folk Development 
College told journalists who 
are visiting various educa-
tion development projects in 
Mbeya.

He said that the govern-
ment has promised to con-
tinue working closely with 
stakeholders and partners 
to supervise and ensure that 
young girls who dropped out 

of school resume their studies 
and thus become self-reliant 
economically.

He said that the improve-
ments made by the govern-
ment led to the introduction 
of the Elimu Haina Mwisho 
courses so as to enable stu-
dents to fulfill their dreams 
that were previously deprived 
due to reasons of pregnancy, 
truancy and life hardship.

The initiative intruded by the 
government working clolety 
with Karibu Tanzania Organi-
zation (‘KTO’) to take a holistic 
approach to the challenges fac-

ing this group of young women 
and single mothers and pro-
vide them with an integrated 
program including secondary 
education, vocational training, 
life skills and entrepreneur-
ship, skills needed to create 
opportunities for further stud-
ies or to bridge them into em-
ployment and enable them to 
thrive in the labor market. 

The program recruit young 
women to Folk Development 
Colleges (FDCs) allocated 
in different regions all over 
Tanzania.  “The programme 
involve bringing together the 

young women for a two-year 
secondary education course as 
well as of social rehabilitation, 
skills-building combining both 
theory and practice, and short-
term internships. The program 
aims to empower women to 
become skilled enough to be-
come self-employed, formally 
employed, or enable them to 
continue their education,” he 
said.

“We are truly grateful to the 
government for making im-
provements to these colleges 
as they have helped these 
courses to start producing 

positive results for these chil-
dren, because despite having 
the opportunity to complete 
their secondary education 
they also have the opportunity 
to choose a course in one field 
including catering, construc-
tion, automotive electronics 
and carpentry,” he said.

He said so far there are 30 
young girls in the Elimu Haina 
Mwisho program where they 
also get opportunity for their 
children to also study and 
taken care in the government 
institutions that provide early 
development education.

Commenting on the reno-
vations carried out at the col-
lege, Mturuki said his college 
received 606m/- for improve-
ments and they used the funds 
to construct new buildings and 
renovate old ones.

Sada Amani, one of the ben-
eficiary young girls thanked 
the government for reviving 
their dreams especially after 
staying home for a long time 
with nothing to do.

She promised to utilize well 
the opportunity by concen-
trating in studies and thus per-
form well in exams.

Karatu district commissioner Abbas Kayanda (in mask) inspects a water point at Mahhahha village in Arusha Region on Thursday.  Photo: Correspon-
dent Woinde Shizza

Human rights lawyers drilled on importance of public interest litigation
By Alima Nkwong, HMC

HUMAN rights lawyers have 
been drilled on the importance 
of public interest litigation in re-
lation to freedom of expression 
as an effective advocacy tool for 
legal reforms. 

This was during a two-day 
capacity building workshop 
which drew curtains yesterday 
in Zanzibar.

The seminar spearheaded 

by the Tanzania Human Rights 
Defenders Coalition (THRDC) 
with the support from the 
American Bar Association Rule 
of Law Initiative (ABA ROLI) 
vents due to observation made 
in the drastic decline in respect 
to the freedom of expression, 
association and assembly in the 
country since the 2015 presi-
dential elections.

Chief Justice of Zanzibar 
Omar Othman Makungu in his 

opening discourse advised the 
coalition to increase the num-
ber of novices in Zanzibar given 
the fact that the island has more 
than 600 lawyers while urging 
participants to pay keen atten-
tion to the training considering 
the importance of the topic.

Report shows that since 2015 
and subsequently in 2020 hu-
man rights abuses including 
harassment and detainment of 
journalists, opposition mem-

bers and human rights activists 
as well as suspension of media 
outlets has become rampant.

In his remarks, the National 
Coordinator of THRDC Ones-
mo Olengurumwa stressed that 
the workshop is essentially in-
tended to promote the role of 
Zanzibar advocates in ensuring 
access to justice through strate-
gic litigation initiatives.

“These sessions facilitate 
building the capacity and skills 

of lawyers for enhanced pro-
tection and enjoyment of free-
doms through using the nation-
al court and structure a wider 
network of lawyers whose aim 
is to extend the civic space and 
protect through advocacy in 
courts of law and partnership 
with other CSO allies,” he em-
phasized.

Program support manager 
of ABA ROLI East Africa Violah 
Ajok stated that her organiza-

tion is committed to support-
ing law societies, lawyers and 
jurists in African countries so 
that they can be equipped with 
the right tools and tactics on 
handling public interest litiga-
tion cases on freedom of ex-
pression.

Executive director of Zan-
zibar Female Lawyers Asso-
ciation (ZAFELA) Jamila Juma 
hailed THRDC for such an initi-
ative to empower human rights 

lawyers and pointed out that 
the training is an evidence of 
how much the coalition values 
its members and other HRDs.

“As HRDs, lawyers have been 
working without a specific ac-
tion plan and strategies on 
litigating human rights cases 
and most do not even engage 
in such cases” she intoned 
highlighting that hence they 
will start handling such cases 
thanks to the workshop

Painting of road signs well under way along a Mwenge section of Dar es Salaam’s newly rehabilitated and expanded Bagamoyo Road, as found yester-
day. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

It is very important 
and I advice you that 
if see this law is out-
dated, go and collect 
comments and views, 
analyze them and lat-
er submit to the gov-
ernment to see how to 
solve the challenge
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AUTHORITIES in Uganda have 
suspended the work of at least 
50 local NGOs for various rea-
sons including failure to register.

Others have been suspended 
indefinitely for failing to submit 
audited books of accounts and 
annual returns to the National 
Bureau for NGOs.

The bureau, which is a depart-
ment of the Internal Affairs Min-
istry oversees the registration 
and operations of NGOs nation-
ally.

Several of the NGOs work on 
human rights and policy issues, 
while others are religious-found-
ed, and women’s rights organisa-
tions.

Those whose work has been 
suspended indefinitely include 
Chapter Four Uganda, founded 
and led by human rights lawyer 
Nicholas Opiyo.

Chapter Four has not submit-
ted its books of accounts and re-

turns to the bureau since 2016, 
according to the bureau’s state-
ment.

But Opiyo rejected the allega-
tions saying the organisation has 
always complied with the regis-
tration requirements.

“We’ve always acted above 
board,” he tweeted:

Opiyo was arrested and 
charged with money laundering 
in December 2020. The authori-
ties investigated the source of 
funds for his NGO. He was later 
granted bail but is still facing the 
charges.

The African Centre for Energy 
Governance also claims it has 
met all legal requirements and 
adds that it would explore legal 
options to “end the targeted del-
egitimisation, defamation, public 
shaming and other tactics aimed 
at stopping civil society organi-
sations... from playing their role 
of holding government account-
able.”

Uganda suspends 
at least 50 NGOs

LSF launches its five-year strategic planBy Guardian Reporter 

THE Legal Services Facility 
(LSF) has unveiled its 5-year 
strategic plan. The plan 
which will run from 2022-
2026 comes right after the 
culmination of the organisa-
tion’s second phase of opera-
tions which covered the pe-
riod 2016-2020.

The LSF’s second phase 
however was extended for 
one more year and officially 
ends in December this year.

In her remarks at the 
launching ceremony in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday, LSF’s 
chief executive officer Lulu 
Ng’wanakilala said: “We are 
delighted to launch our new 
strategic plan for the next 

five years which is geared 
towards guiding our organi-
sational mandate for the next 
phase as we seek to help even 
more ordinary Tanzanians 
access justice where they are. 

She said the plan will con-
tribute to the fulfillment of 
SDG 16 which aims at ensur-
ing justice for all and SDG 5 
which is intended to realize 
gender equality and improve 
the welfare of women and 
girls. Along with working to 
meet these global goals, the 
plan will also marry into our 
national 2020-2025 devel-
opment agenda, good gov-
ernance efforts and the Na-

tional Plan of Action to End 
Violence Against Women and 
Children (NPA-VAWC), while 
fixating on poverty eradica-
tion and galvanizing the na-
tion towards middle income 
economy status.

Ng’wanakilala highlighted 
the four primary areas of pri-
ority in the plan; “The four 
vital areas that define our 
work within this strategic 
plan are clearly laid out and 
they are; to increase acces-
sibility of quality legal aid 
services to the marginalized 
communities in particular 
women; promoting legally 
empowered communities, in 

particular women; enhancing 
conducive environment for 
sustainable access to justice; 
and improving institutional 
development and sustainabil-
ity of the LSF and the legal aid 
sector,” she said.

Ng’wanakilala added:“We 
will continue to implement 
our Access to Justice Program 
across the mainland and Zan-
zibar while pushing ahead 
with our reach to sidelined 
groups everywhere helping 
them solve their access to jus-
tice challenges. These groups 
also include people living in 
urban areas where we will 
work harder to expand influ-

ence towards justice and ul-
timately facilitate the formu-
lation of better policies and 
laws that will realize equal-
ity and inclusiveness without 
leaving anyone behind.” 

Registrar of non-govern-
mental organisations Vicki-
ness Mayao commended LSF 
on the new plan saying it 
provides solid evidence that 
the organisation’s Access to 
Justice Programme will con-
tinue, and that the govern-
ment through the Ministry 
of  Health, Community Devel-
opment, Gender, the Elderly 
and Children benefits whole-
somely from its results.

“LSF is a major partner of 
the government and among 
NGOs that work very closely 
with communities in address-
ing everyday challenges espe-
cially those that deprive them 
of their rights, especially wom-
en, and in doing so LSF has 
been providing funds to other 
smaller organisations that we 
have registered and continue 
to oversee. I extend my warm-
est congratulations to LSF on 
this milestone trusting that this 
new strategic plan will expand 
opportunities for more Tanza-
nians to have better access to 
justice,” she said.

Mayao added, “The Ministry 

of Health implements several 
programmes including the 
National Plan of Action to End 
Violence Against Women and 
Children (NPA-VAWC) to which 
LSF and paralegal organiza-
tions in all districts make sig-
nificant contributions. LSF 
has also designed a monitor-
ing and reporting tool for this 
plan, and we will, in addition 
to all that collaborate with 
them to work towards amend-
ments to the Women and Gen-
der Development Policy, 2000 
which when complete will 
protect the rights and interests 
of women. We see vast oppor-
tunities for working in tandem 
to identify vital areas which 
under this strategic plan will 
yield profound outcomes”.

NGO registrar Vickiness Mayao (C) cuts ribbon in Dar es Salaam yesterday to launch the Legal Services Facility’s five-year strategic plan. Others are 
LSF chief executive officer Lulu Ng’wanakilala (L) and board chairperson Beng’i Issa. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Ally Hatibu (3rd-L), a representative of the Temeke district commissioner, displays items to be used in an environmental cleanli-
ness campaign supported by German development agency GIZ under its DeveloPPP project. This was shortly after the initiative 
was launched in Dar es Salaam’s Mbagala suburb on Thursday. Others (L-R): GIZ spokesperson Lesue Stephen, German ambassa-
dor’s representative Johannes Sperrfechter and GIZ advisor Lydia Koch. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE government has hailed a newly 
launched cleanliness and hygiene campaign 
that is aimed at protecting local communi-
ties from the health risks of infectious dis-
eases.

Implemented by Gesellschaft Interna-
tional Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) under its pro-
ject named DeveloPPP which is funded by 
the German Federal Ministry of Economic 
Cooperation and Development’s (BMZ), the 
initiative intends to reach 25,000 street food 
vendors, mini-bus drivers (dala dala) and 
markets  in the targeted areas of Dar es Sa-
laam.

The applause was given yesterday by the 
head of cleanliness and environment in Te-
meke District, Ally Hatibu, who represent-
ed the District Commissioner during the 
launching of cleanliness campaign.

In Dar es Salaam, the project is imple-
mented by Emmanuel Borotherhood Foun-
dation (EBF) in collaboration with BINGWA 
Laboratories.

Hatibu said the campaign which intention 
is to eradicate communicable  and infectious 
diseases among    ‘baba and mama lishe’, 
bus drivers and their conductors is of great 
importance and will save lives of people be-
cause most of them work in dirty environ-
ment.

He said Temeke District faces challenges 
of various infectious diseases that are caused 
by dirty environment so the campaign has 
come at the right time adding that despite 
the fact that the government has done a lot 
in health care facilities there is a lot to be 
done because it spend too much money to 
treat people from different infectious dis-
eases.

He said he believe the campaign will pro-
vide solutions to challenges the district face 
because apart from education about the im-
portance of cleanliness, the targeted group 
will be provided with facilities like sanitizers, 
soaps  and others to facilitate them during 
the campaign.

“I congratulate you for this important pro-
ject and I would like to assure you that our 
government value these activities and we 
will continue working together to enable 
our citizens’ stay in clean environment and 

keep them away from infectious diseases,” 
he said.

GIZ spokes person, Leslie Stephen said the 
organisation would like to join hands with 
government and other stakeholders to sen-
sitive communities through cleanness and 
hygiene campaign so that they can be able to 
clean their surrounding environment and be 
safe from communicable diseases.

“Today we are very happy to be with you 
here in Mbagala in the launching of this 
campaign but this campaign will continue in 
other district because the target is to reach 
25,000 people who are in market and bus 
stations to provide hygiene education on 
how to avoid infectious diseases,” he said.

He said all products used in the campaign 
have been manufactured by local companies 
- BINGWA Laboratories and AFRICRAFT and 
it benefits many small entrepreneurs most 
of them being women.

“GIZ insist that the education you get to-
day in this campaign must be circulated in 
communities so that majority of Tanzanians 
can know the importance of hygiene and 
prevent themselves from infectious and 
communicable diseases,” he said.

Johannes Sperrfechter who is the Head of 
Regional Cooperation and Health from the 
Germany Embassy in Tanzania said that the 
Germany government is actively supporting 
various health initiatives in Tanzania one of 
it being support to combat the Covid-19 pan-
demic in the country.

Govt applauds campaign aiming to protect 
local communities from infectious diseases

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 
Dodoma

THE Tanzania Agricultural 
Research Institute (TARI) is 
implementing a special strat-
egy to sensitise cultivation 
and uses of green gram crops 
within the country.

The timely campaign, 
among others, seeks to edu-
cate and empower pregnant 
women and mothers to make 
professional use of green 
gram in order to improve 
their prenatal and postnatal 
health status, as well as the 
health of the babies.

Moreover, the useful health 
initiative which has so far 
been conducted in all district 
hospitals in Dodoma and Sin-
gida regions also targets to 
reduce prevalence of spina 

bifida and hydrocephalus 
diseases among the children 
within the country.

Many babies born with 
spina bifida get hydrocepha-
lus (often called water on the 
brain) due to extra fluid in 
and around the brain. The ex-
tra fluid can cause the spaces 
in the brain, called ventricles, 
to become too large and the 
head can swell. The disease, 
among others, is caused by 
lack of folic acid among the 
newborns.

Moong/ Mung or green 
gram are small, round olive-
green colored legumes with 
a sweet flavor. They are one 
of the healthiest sources of 
plant protein and are found 
in different forms like whole, 
split, de-husked (yellow) and 
ground.

They are rich in several vi-
tamins, including folate, folic 
acid, zinc, vitamin B1, calories, 
fat, phosphorous, copper, po-
tassium, copper, manganese 
and iron, to mention but a few,  
which helps the body to pro-
duce and maintain new cells, 
especially red blood cells.

In an interview with The 
Guardian, Mary Mdachi, re-
searcher from TARI- Selian 
center in Arusha, said that as 
part of the campaign, they are 
teaching the women how to 
produce green gram flour for 
making porridge for feeding 
their babies.

“As a pilot project, we have 
so far visited all district hos-
pitals in Dodoma and Singida 
region and train expectant 
mothers on how to mix green 
gram and rice flour in order 

to get highly nutritious flour 
for making porridge,” she ex-
plained.

She observed, although 
the crop is currently used 
at low ebb, consumption 
of green gram was of high 
health benefits for moth-
ers and the newborns, say-
ing the plan was to extend 
the campaign to all regions 
within the country. National 
coordinator of grain legume 
research from Tanzania Ag-
ricultural Research Institute 
(TARI) Dr Meshack Makenge 
said the state-owned institute 
continued to conduct useful 
research, seeking to produce 
variety of improved seeds for 
green gram in order to allow 
the farmers to cultivate the 
vital socioeconomic crop in 
large scales.

TARI to promote cultivation, consumption of green gram 

I congratulate you for this 
important project and I 
would like to assure you that 
our government value these 
activities and we will con-
tinue working together to 
enable our citizens’ stay in 
clean environment
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Simanjiro district commissioner Dr Suleiman Serera has a word with tanzanite dealers at Mirerani with respect to directives by the 
government on the need to insure whatever they buy. Left is Mirerani minerals officer Fabian Mshai. Photo: Correspondent Gift 
Thadey

By Friday Simbaya, Iringa

BENEFICIARIES of the Tanzania Social Ac-
tion Fund (TASAF) have been asked to set 
up various entrepreneurial projects to help 
them earn a living instead of relying on the 
funds provided by the fund.

This was stated yesterday by the repre-
sentative of TASAF executive director Victor 
Manyai when visiting some poor households 
supported by programme.

He said that the aim of the social protec-
tion cash transfer is to enable people to re-
duce poverty, adding that the money they 
receive from TASAF through the programme 
to help poor households must be used to 
start economic projects.

The Productive Social Safety Net (PSSN), 
initiated in 2012, is the flagship social pro-
tection programme of Tanzania and is im-
plemented by the Tanzania Social Action 
Fund (TASAF).

As part of the main programme compo-
nent, TASAF provides regular cash pay-
ments to participating households on a bi-
monthly basis (including an unconditional 
base transfer and additional amounts con-
ditional on health check-ups and children’s 
school attendance).

Additional components of the PSSN in-
clude livelihoods training and support and 
a Public Works Programme (PWP) to supple-
ment household incomes during the lean 
season.

While in Iringa region, Manyai visited 
some of the poor households that benefited 
from the programme, and urged the coun-
cils, wards up to the community level to 
monitor productive activities including live-
stock and agriculture.

The Kilolo District executive director, 
Laini Kamendu called on the beneficiaries of 
government funds through TASAF to ensure 
that they use the funds wisely and avoid 
focusing on alcohol use.

He said through the seed money that the 
beneficiaries have been getting it is good 
to use it to set up livestock and basket 
weaving projects as part of boosting their 
daily income.

“I thank the government for coming 
up with this programme to help poor 
households where 70 villages in about 70 
percent of households have been able to 
benefit from this programme to help poor 
households and some of them have started 
heading to become self-reliant,” she said.

TASAF coordinator of Kilolo District, 
Venance Mwaikambo said the Tanzania 
Social Action Fund (TASAF)’ s goal is to 
ensure that they reach 3,000 poor house-
holds, where they will be interviewed 
through their households and then assess 
whether they are eligible to join the pro-
gramme.

Commenting on the poverty situation in 
Lulanzi village of Mtitu Ward, Mwaikambo 
said poverty continues to decline where 
he advised poor households to make good 
use of the money provided by the gov-
ernment. Talking about how TASAF has 
helped a resident of Lulanzi village in Mtitu 
ward, Margarita Kihonza, 67 years, thanked 
the government as she is currently raising 8 
pigs and has successfully installed electricity 
in her house as well as tap water.

She pointed out that she is no longer get-
ting up early in the morning to fetch water 
from the streams and shallow water wells as 
water is at the doorstep.

TASAF beneficiaries tasked to 
start entrepreneurial projects 

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THREE Tanzanian students 
have been selected to compete 
in the Africa Code Challenge 
(ACC) top twenty slated to be 
held in October this year.

Airtel Fursa lab project man-
ager and a mentor in com-
puter applications engineer 
Michael Thomas said that over 
the weekend that competition 
involved participants across 

the country.
He said the project has ena-

bled students to come up with 
their innovative solutions after 
class training to use computer 
programmes.

Thomas said the winners 
will be awarded certificates 
and internet bundles, desktop 
computer and two tablets add-
ing that one student is from 
Mugabe secondary school and 
the two are from Loyola sec-

ondary school.
Thomas noted that Tanzania 

has successfully achieved to be 
among winners in the last in 
the ACC 2020.

“We are planning to open 
new computer labs in ten re-
gions adding that everything is 
on the final stage,” he said.

For his part, the Dar Tekno-
hama Business Incubator 
(DTBi) Acting Executive direc-
tor Dr Daniel Mgori said the in-

cubator in collaboration with 
Airtel conducted training to 
students aged 8-16 years how 
to use computers and create 
games.

He said the training is all 
about learning programmes 
aimed at awareness about en-
vironment, education and all 
related to that.

Elizabeth Joseph, a form six 
student from Mugabe second-
ary school encouraged other 

students to participate in the 
coming Africa code week chal-
lenge.

In her innovation, Elizabeth 
designed cartoons encourag-
ing Tanzania to go and take the 
vaccine.

“We need to accept the truth 
about the vaccine that it is safe 
and proved by the health regu-
latory authorities,” she said.

The ACC 2021 is a pan-Af-
rican coding competition or-

ganised for students aged 8-16 
years.

 Participants (individual or 
group of 5 maximum) are re-
quired to write a programme 
on Scratch and submit a 3-min-
utes video on the development 
of their program where three 
best projects from each coun-
try in Africa will compete in 
the grand finale.

Supported by SAP of Ireland 
and Irish Aid, it works as a 

catalyst that provides the great 
chance for pupils to change 
the world with their super-
powers using coding skills.

It also allows pupils/students 
to start understanding com-
puters at early stages and have 
a logical approach to learning 
and problem solving.

Girl students from your 
school are highly encouraged 
to participate in the African 
code challenge 2021.

Three Tanzanian students to compete in Africa Code Challenge this October 

By Agencies

Food insecurity in Kenya is likely to per-
sist till the end of this year, putting 1,913,265 
people in need of assistance, according to a 
report released on August 17, 2021. 

The East African country has a total of 
47 counties. Of them, 11 are in the ‘normal’ 
drought phase, while 12 are in the drought 
alert phase, according to the July bulletin of 
the National Drought Management Author-
ity (NDMA). 

The report by the International Federa-
tion of Red Cross and Red Crescent Socie-
ties (IFRC) outlined an emergency action 
plan to mitigate the situation. 

Scanty rainfall during October-December 
2020 and March-May 2021 led to prevailing 
drought conditions, said IFRC. 

In June 2021, most arid and semi-arid land 
(ASAL) areas received less than 50 per cent 
of the average rainfall, causing a decline in 
the health of vegetation compared to the 
preceding month. Those in the northeast-
ern region received less than 25 per cent of 
average precipitation that month. 

The drought situation is expected to last 
till September in the ASAL counties, accord-
ing to IFRC. A large share of the population 
in these areas are pastoralists and agro-pas-

toralists. 
Deteriorating conditions of vegetation, in-

creased distances to water sources, worsen-
ing livestock conditions, reduced milk pro-
duction and increased number of children 
at risk of malnutrition were observed in an 
August 2 report by NDMA. 

Household food access will remain con-
strained as staples will be dearer than av-
erage, IFRC projected. “As a result, critical 
nutrition outcomes will persist in children 
under five years of age.”

Reduced daily meals, eating food low in 
nutrition and sale of more livestock than 
usual will become coping strategies for 
these families, according to the report.

Rainfall from October to December this 
year will determine whether the condition 
in the affected countries will improve, said 
IFRC. Early projections for the period indi-
cate that the country is likely to experience 
La Nina conditions, which are associated 
with low precipitation in East Africa. 

Kenya is prone to drought because only 
20 per cent of the country receives ade-
quate, regular rainfall.

The Kenyan drought management system 
uses five drought early warning phases cat-
egorised as normal, alert, alarm, emergency 
and recovery. 

Kenya drought: Half the country likely to 
experience food insecurity till December 

EAC chief asks private sector to solve regional trade disputes
By Special Correspondent 

East African Community 
(EAC) Secretary-General, Pe-
ter Mathuki has urged the 
private sector to take advan-
tage of the ongoing bilateral 
engagements between part-
ner states to resolve trade 
disputes.

Mathuki further asked 
traders to promptly harmo-
nize their positions on trade 
agreements at the national 
level before engaging their 
counterparts in other partner 
states to fast-track trade de-

liberations. Speaking during 
a CEOs engagement round-
table with business leaders 
in Arusha, Mathuki asked 
the business community to 
push for Public-Private Part-
nerships. “Regular consulta-
tions and dialogues within 
the national private sector 
bodies are critical in building 
consensus within a partner 
state,” Mathuki said.

He added that divergent 
positions within a country 
will only delay in conclud-
ing trade deliberations at the 
regional level, affecting the 

implementation of regional 
trade policies.

He attributed the increased 
trade flows between Kenya 
and Tanzania to public and 
private bilateral dialogues in 
recent months. 

According to data from the 
Kenya Revenue Authority 
(KRA) published by the Cen-
tral Bank of Kenya, Kenya’s 
imports from Tanzania grew 
by 70 percent from Janu-
ary to June, compared to the 
same period last year.

The statistics indicate that 
the value of goods ordered by 

Kenya from Tanzania stood 
at $167.5 million in the stated 
period.

The same data shows that 
Kenya’s export to Tanzania 
dipped by 21.39 per cent 
($158 million), resulting in a 
rare deficit of $9.3 million.

Further, the Secretary-
General noted the trade vol-
umes at the Namanga border 
increased sixfold last month, 
compared to a similar period 
last year. Mathuki urged the 
private sector to drive the 
trade and investment agenda 
by establishing partnerships 

with their governments to 
fast track infrastructure de-
velopment.

“Private sector needs to 
move beyond advocacy and 
liaise with the government in 
providing solutions to some 
of the trade issues being 
faced across the EAC Partner 
States,” he said.

The Secretary-General also 
highlighted the urgent need 
for the private sector to im-
prove the competitiveness of 
their firms, by embracing ICT, 
promoting digital trade, to 
compete with other regions 

that are fully automated.
To promote a favour-

able business environment, 
Mathuki also called upon the 
Tanzania private sector to 
take a lead role in engaging 
the government to roll out 
vaccination programmes in 
the country.  “A region that 
is vaccinated will provide an 
attractive ground for tourism 
and also attract and retain 
investors. The Tanzanian pri-
vate sector needs to also im-
plore citizens to be open to 
vaccination, as a strategy for 
economic recovery,” he said. 

On improving cross-border 
trade, Mathuki said that the 
EAC Secretariat was work-
ing on deploying a 24-hour 
working system at the border, 
among all Partner States and 
fully integrating the One-Stop 
Border Post systems.

The Secretary-General re-
affirmed his commitment to 
pushing for the finalization of 
the comprehensive review of 
EAC Common External Tariff, 
harmonization of domestic 
taxes in EAC and elimination 
of Non-Tariff Barriers in the 
region.

A ‘bajaj’ lies on its back at Kitunda in suburban Dar es Salaam yesterday after being involved in a crash with a car. Sources said one 
person who was on board the three-wheeler was injured. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma
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TRIPOLI, Libya

AS concerns about water availability 
in Libya grow due to climate change and 
conflict, the UN’s humanitarian office 
(UNOCHA) today commemorates World 
Humanitarian Day and launched #TheHu-
manRace – a global challenge for climate 
action in solidarity with people in the 
world’s most disaster-prone countries and 
those hardest hit by climate change.

Recent heatwaves across Libya, amidst 
acute power cuts and the rapid spread 
of COVID-19, as well as continuous dam-
age to the water system and the drying of 
the Wadi Kaam Dam pose acute threats to 
people’s lives while time is running out to 
act.

“We are extremely worried about ex-
treme weather and climate change in Lib-
ya at a scale that people and the humani-
tarian and development communities 
cannot help manage,” says Justin Brady, 
UNOCHA Head of Office for Libya.

Repeated attacks on the Man-Made Riv-
er, which provides 60 per cent of all fresh-
water used in Libya, threatens the water 
security of the entire country. 

Moreover, the Wadi Kaam Dam, once 
holding about 33 million cubic meters 
of water, has entirely dried up due to an 

ever-warming climate, affecting farms and 
projects directly dependent on it for irri-
gation.

“Conflict and the current health situa-
tion have overshadowed the climate im-
pacts to which Libya is very vulnerable. 

Disrupted water supplies and drying 
reservoirs are just a few visible depictions 
of that. If we do not take action now, we are 
putting millions of lives at immediate risk of 
losing access to safe water.

This can have a catastrophic effect on peo-
ple’s health, livelihoods, agriculture, hygiene 
and the spread of communicable diseases,” 
Brady says.

Hosted on the leading exercise app Strava, 
#TheHumanRace will challenge users around 
the world to run, ride, swim, walk or do any 
activity of their choice for a cumulative 100 
minutes between 16 and 31 August in solidar-
ity with the world’s most vulnerable people. 

Anyone unable to take part physically can 
also sign up to support our call to action via 
the campaign microsite. 

The campaign calls on the public to remind 
developed countries at the UN climate sum-
mit (COP26) in November to fulfil their 
12-year-old pledge to provide $100 billion 
per year for developing countries to re-
spond to climate change and support cli-
mate adaptation.

UN launches climate change campaign 
amid growing water concerns in Libya

FAO launches online course to empower poultry farmer field school facilitators, master trainers
By Special Correspondent

THE Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United 
Nations (FAO) through its 
Virtual Leaning Centre for 
Southern Africa (SFS-VLC) 
recently launched an on-
line course to strengthen 
the capacity of farmer field 
school (FFS) facilitators and 
master trainers in Zambia 
and Zimbabwe to prepare 
and run quality poultry-fo-
cused FFS. 

The course will broaden 
their knowledge and skills 
in FFS facilitation in poul-
try production and health 
and in approaches to pro-
mote prudent antimicrobi-
al use and raise awareness 
on antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR).

The course was devel-
oped by a multidisciplinary 
team from different FAO 
branches, including the An-
imal Production and Health 
Division, the Food Systems 
and Food Safety Division, 
the Global Farmer Field 
School Platform, and FAO 
country offices in Kenya, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

The FAO Sub regional 
Office for Eastern Africa, 
the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development 
(IFAD), FAO Niger and the 
University of Nebraska – 
Lincoln also contributed 
with relevant technical con-
tent for the course.

A total of 47 participants 
(18 women and 29 men) 
drawn from trained FFS fa-
cilitators from Zambia and 
Zimbabwe, are enrolled in 
the course. 

Participants are attend-
ing the course from either 
their smartphones or lap-
tops, making the course ac-
cessible to personnel work-
ing in remote areas of the 
two countries. This course 
will be rolled out over six 
weeks.

In this course, partici-
pants have access to learn-

ing materials mainly in the 
form of videos and images 
on the course web page. 

They will also interact 
with experts on poultry 
production, FFS, and AMR 
in an interactive discussion 
forum and live sessions, in-
cluding live presentations 
and group discussions.

Areas covered in the 
training include principles 
and characteristics of fam-
ily poultry production and 
poultry FFS; planning and 
designing FFS activities on 
poultry in collaboration 
with participating produc-
ers; key technical informa-
tion on poultry production 
and health such as good 
practices in animal hus-
bandry, biosecurity and 
those promoting food safe-
ty. 

In addition, the course 
emphasizes the importance 
of AMR, its potential im-
pacts on farm productivity 
and the welfare of people 
and their animals, as well 
as the underlying drivers of 
AMR, such as poor biosecu-
rity and antimicrobial use.

“The capacity built 
through this training will 
contribute significantly to 
improving production and 
productivity of smallholder 
poultry, leading to better 
food security, nutrition, 
reduced threats to human 
health as well as reduced 
poverty. Informed citizenry 
and farmers are crucial to 
the realization of livestock 
and crop production that 
meets international trade 
standards in both quantity 
and quality,” said Patrice 
Talla, FAO Sub-regional 
Coordinator for Southern 
Africa during the opening 
webinar for the launch of 
the course.

Through education and 
empowerment of fam-
ily poultry producers, the 
FFS approach strengthens 
knowledge of holistic agro-
ecosystem management, 

improves decision-making 
skills and facilitates col-
laboration and collective 
action. 

The approach enables 
family poultry producers 
to develop more efficient 
and sustainable production 
systems, while improving 
their capacities to face chal-
lenges, including the rise of 
antimicrobial resistance.

“Poultry FFS master train-
ers and facilitators can en-
able sustainable changes in 

practices and behaviours 
that lead to safer and high-
er-quality animal-source 
foods, higher profits, and 
ultimately limit the emer-
gence and spread of antimi-
crobial resistance in family 
poultry systems,” said Keith 
Sumption, FAO Chief Veteri-
nary Officer and Leader of 
Animal Health Programme.

The world over, face-to-
face trainings and meetings 
have become challenging 
due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic. The choice of a vir-
tual platform, in particular 
the Virtual Learning Centre 
for Southern Africa, to host 
the delivery of this course 
has been instrumental in 
filling the training gap cre-
ated by movement restric-
tions as part of preventing 
and controlling the pan-
demic.

Currently the course is 
covering Zambia and Zim-
babwe as a starting point. 
Efforts will be made to es-

tablish collaborations for 
the roll out of the training 
in other countries in the 
region and beyond. Em-
phasis will be placed on 
the trained personnel to 
go out and make use of the 
skills gained to cascade 
knowledge and to facilitate 
FFS that will lead to more 
profitable and sustainable 
enterprises, healthier ani-
mals, and address the emer-
gence and spread of AMR. 
The concept of FFS can be 

applied to other animal 
species to address produc-
tion and health issues.

Financial support for the 
training was provided from 
the Fleming Fund of the 
United Kingdom, the MARS 
Global Food Safety Center 
and from the sub-project 
“Delivering capacity build-
ing and country support 
in the context of COVID-19 
crisis using regional Virtual 
Learning Centres”, under 
the MDF project.

Business in progress at Dar es Salaam’s Vingunguti goat auction yesterday with the going price per goat ranging between 150,000/- and 200,000/-, largely 
depending on size. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Kongwa district commissioner Remedius Mwema addresses residents of Kibaigwa township on Thursday during routine inspection 
of development projects. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

By Special Correspondent 

A new study from Tanza-
nia finds that using Global 
Positioning System (GPS) 
to monitor cattle herds can 
facilitate targeted interven-
tions that could reduce the 
burden of livestock diseas-
es.

Researchers at the Uni-
versity of Glasgow have 
tracked cattle using satellite 
GPS devices to gain a better 
insight into how livestock 
diseases spread in East Af-

rica.
Their findings, published 

in Scientific Reports, show 
that targeted interventions 
at specific times could re-
duce the burden of foot-
and-mouth disease, peste 
des petits ruminants and 
anthrax, which continue to 
plague sub-Saharan Africa.

In the study, researchers 
teamed up with farmers in 
rural parts of Tanzania to 
monitor dozens of herds of 
cattle using GPS trackers.

The teams were surprised 

to find that cattle moved 
long distances each day, 
to and from shared graz-
ing lands, at an average 
of 7.5km, with occasional 
movements up to 12km.

The places where ani-
mals were most at risk were 
those where animals had to 
gather for extended periods 
- such as at water holes and 
cattle plunge dips - where 
livestock are regularly treat-
ed for parasites.

Scientists say their find-
ings mark an important 

step in understanding how 
to develop effective strate-
gies for controlling a host of 
diseases in similar settings.

“We had no idea how far 
farmers moved their live-
stock each day, let alone 
where contacts between 
herds were most likely,” 
commented Dr Divine Ek-
wem, a veterinary epidemi-
ologist at the University of 
Glasgow.

Co-author Dr Tiziana 
Lembo, also from the Uni-
versity of Glasgow, added: 

“The biology of the patho-
gen is particularly impor-
tant when working out these 
risks. Some livestock patho-
gens require close physical 
contacts for transmission, 
while others can be carried 
in the air or water over long 
distances, or can remain in-
fectious in the environment 
for extended periods of 
time.”

The team found that these 
differences in transmission 
times and distances had 
large impacts on which ar-

eas were most risky, suggest-
ing disease control requires 
pathogen-specific strategies.

Nearly 85 percent of the 
world’s extreme poor reside 
in sub-Saharan Africa, with 
livestock keeping being one 
of the primary forms of live-
lihood. In some low-income 
countries, the livestock sec-
tor alone contributes up to 
80 percent of the agricultural 
portion of the Gross Domes-
tic Product.

Yet, diseases severely im-
pact the health and produc-

tivity of livestock in many ar-
eas, magnifying the burden of 
poverty and threatening food 
security. Where livestock 
herds mix on open rangeland, 
such as in many traditionally 
managed systems, the burden 
of these diseases remains par-
ticularly acute. 

Livestock health authori-
ties are tasked with man-
aging these disease events, 
but often have very little 
information about which 
areas pose the largest risks 
for disease transmission. 

‘GPS monitoring could help with disease intervention, prevention’
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Hope city planners always remember 
that urban streets are public property!

THE first shots have been fired 
in the battle for our city streets and 
it was the little man, not the buses, 
who won.

You wouldn’t have to be a genius 
to work out why most of the city’s 
daladala drivers have a knowing 
smirk slapped right across their 
face.

And that they would, if they came 
face to face with the city bosses and 
the planners, tell them: “Well, didn’t 
we tell you so!”

Yes, DART, the much vaunted, 
multi billion shilling transport sys-
tem that was going to revolutionise 
our city and get us to the office on 
time and back again for our supper, 
is not exactly working as planned.

All those years of preparation 
have come unstuck quickly and in a 
spectacular way.

It appears that DART, a system 
that functions adequately in many 
other megacities of the world,  did 
not take into account the peculiari-
ties of the citizens of Dar es Salaam.

The bosses may say DART is only 
in its infancy, it is suffering from 
teething troubles and these will be 
fixed when everyone gets used to 
the new traffic regulations.

And, to tell you the truth, I am 
sure that they are right and in a 
year’s time DART will be the envy 
of the continent and planners from 
across Africa will be coming to 
study it.

The DART vision is also outlined. 
This is no less than introducing to 
the city a modern public transport 
system at reasonable cost to users 
using high capacity buses that are 
environmentally friendly, operat-
ing on exclusive lanes and run on 
schedule.

So there we have, writ as in the 
Bible in clear prose, a pledge to pro-
vide the city with not only green 

buses but ones that are also cheap 
and efficient. Admirable.

But the concept goes further. The 
planners also thought to include a 
further and surely over-ambitious  
set of claims.

Wow! No wonder the scheme 
was passed. We would not merely 
be getting a decent and efficient set 
of buses, we would also be buying 
into an economic miracle.

So there you have it. The fantasy 
as written in the prospectus of the 
planners and the reality as we see 
on the streets of the city today.

So what exactly sunk the plan-
ners’ concept?  What element did 
these people who had so rigorously 
researched the project and had 
looked out for every eventuality 
overlook? So what was it that con-
founded the planners?

It was, and here I have to smile, 
our dear old Swahili friends, wa-
nanchi, machinga, the man you see 
pushing a heavily laden barrow the 
length of Uhuru St. 

These are the factors, the human 
factors, the planners and strate-
gists overlooked to the extent that 
they have almost contrived to bring 
down the system. 

They have done this by ignoring 
the new set of rules that were arbi-
trarily imposed on a city that has 
somehow coped, admittedly chaoti-
cally, with getting to work and work-
ing, for all of its life.

What the planners forgot was 
that business life is not just confined 
to high rise offices in the city cen-
tre. Business life spills out onto the 
roads and the pavements. TYes, the 
entirety of Dar is a gigantic, sprawl-
ing octopus which spreads its tenta-
cles from the ocean to the outskirts. 
They forgot this, they forgot that not 
all of its inhabitants wear suits and 
ties. 

It would pay to know reason for said link 

between Covid-19 and human trafficing
Human trafficking exists before, 

during and after crises such as COV-
ID-19. However, during a crisis there 
are factors that increase the vulnerabil-
ity of some groups of people to poten-
tial traffickers, such as limited access 
to services, loss of employment, and 
reduction of working hours. These 
situations can place people in settings 
where their needs and that of their 
families may be compromised. At the 
same time, a crisis can also aggravate 
the situations of those who are already 
victims of trafficking.

In this situation, the Global Protec-
tion Cluster details a series of reasons 
why a health crisis such as the novel 
coronavirus COVID-19 can put peo-
ple at risk of human trafficking who 
previously had a low risk of becoming 
victims, as well as exacerbate the risk 
of those who were already vulnerable 
to this type of crime:

Because traffickers will take ad-
vantage of the context: COVID-19 has 
meant changes and restrictions as-
sociated with the mobility of people, 
and many people have also been 
exposed to the total or partial loss of 
their jobs. Concern about meeting 
their basic needs can make it easier 
for people to fall into trafficking net-
works.

Because internal displacement 
may increase: In search of access to 
services and food, in some places it 
is possible that internal displacement 
will increase, and with it, the vulnera-
bility of those who are far from home 
and looking to meet their own basic 
needs and those of their relatives, de-
pending on individual cases.

Because girls and boys may be 
more exposed if there are disruptions 
in education services or separation 
from caregivers: Given the health 
and economic uncertainty, minors 
may face disruptions of education 
services or their caregivers may fall ill 
and they may be left unattended, mak-
ing them an easy target for trafficking, 

particularly through the false promise 
of employment and education. Be-
cause forms of exploitation used by 
traffickers may change: For example, 
people who were previously sexually 
exploited in physical or public places 
may now be exploited online or in pri-
vate homes. 

Because victims may be unable to 
access information about COVID-19: In 
the case of people who are currently 
victims of exploitation, they are likely 
to be physically confined or unable to 
escape their situation. As result they 
will have less timely access to infor-
mation, support and services related 
to the pandemic, making them more 
vulnerable to it.

Because a lack of profit can in-
crease violence: The potential loss of 
financial gains from traffickers can 
mean even worse treatment for their 
victims. 

Because they cannot practice so-
cial distancing: Trafficked persons 
may have no ability to self-isolate or 
socially distance themselves from 
others, especially if they are forced to 
provide sexual services or labour.

Because they often do not have 
documentation and this hinders ac-
cess to services: Often, a person’s iden-
tification or passport is retained by the 
traffickers, which hinders their access 
to health services, and leaves them 
vulnerable to abuse, detention and re-
victimization by the authorities enforc-
ing quarantines and managing check-
points who have strengthened control 
measures during the pandemic.

Because victims are not in an op-
timal state of health: Many trafficked 
persons experience grave forms of 
mistreatment, including rape, forced 
labour, physical beatings, torture, 
starvation, psychological abuse, and 
the deprivation of medical treatment, 
which weaken the health of victims 
of trafficking, which can make them 
more vulnerable to severe infections, 
such as COVID-19.

Kidnapping for the ransom: Can 
 Nigeria survive the ‘third wave’?

By Jibrin Ibrahim 

The first wave of kidnapping for 
ransom in Nigeria was almost benign. 
A couple of Europeans or white South 
Africans would be kidnapped in the 
Niger Delta. They were for the most 
part technicians working for multina-
tional oil companies. 

The Kidnappers would demand 
$10 million ransom for their release. 
Negotiations will take place between 
the oil company, the home countries 
of the victims and the kidnappers and 
a “reasonable” reduced sum will be 
paid and the hostages released. 

The lesson learned was straight for-
ward, if you really want to be rich, and 
you have no access to State funds, be-
come a criminal, kidnap a white man 
and the outcome is that you will be a 
millionaire in dollars. 

We the people of Nigeria looked on, 
almost seeing the issue as retribution 
for the crimes of imperialism.

The second wave was initiated 
through the agency of Boko Haram. It 
was much more far reaching than the 
first. 

Maybe the turning point was 2013 
and it was about a French family that 
lived in Yaoundé, where family head, 
Tanguy Moulin-Fournier worked 
for the French gas group Suez, had 
been returning from a holiday in 
the Waza National Park in north-
ern Cameroon when they were kid-
napped by gunmen on motorbikes 
on 19 February. 

Mr. Moulin-Fournier, his wife Al-
bane and four children, aged be-
tween five and 12, had been joined 
on their holiday by his brother Cyril 
were all taken. Boko Haram released 
a YouTube video telling the world 
they had the hostages, demanding 
for the release of their prisoners in 
Cameroon and Nigeria and criticiz-
ing the then French President Fran-
cois Hollande for sending troops to 
fight Islamist militants in northern 
Mali in January 2013. 

Above all, they wanted money. 
France “never” pays hostage ransom 
but as it usually does, asked Cam-
eroon to pay Boko Haram $3 million 
dollars on its behalf, (to be settled lat-
er), and got the family released. 

Thanks to the huge amount, Boko 
Haram bought a huge arsenal and 
launched its ambitious Caliphate ex-
pansion plan in 2013-2014. 

The money enabled them to be-
come a real force that could confront 
the armies of the four Lake Chad Ba-
sin countries.

Boko Haram hostage taking howev-
er went far beyond the occasional big 
money kidnapping. The ransom they 
started taking through kidnapping 
become the soul of the Nation. 

During the night of 14th to 15th April 
2014, 276 mostly Christian girls were 
abducted from their school in Chibok 

by Boko Haram terrorists. It was a 
message to Nigerian that they were 
determined to destroy access to 
education in the country. 

Many of the girls remain in cap-
tivity and over the period, they 
have been used as slaves, as pawns 
to extract money from govern-
ment and as hostages used as hu-
man shields by the terrorists. 

It is this depravity and human 
degradation of innocent persons 
by the terrorists that paved the 
way to the current insecurity de-
stroying the country. 

Boko Haram also took other kids, 
mostly Muslims, trained them as 
terrorists and used them to boost 
their army.

Boko Haram used this capacity 
to blackmail the Nigerian State to 
demand and receive three million 
Euros in 2017 in addition to the re-
lease of some of their commanders 
arrested by the Nigerian Govern-
ment. 

The deal was facilitated by the 
Swiss Government whose emissar-
ies took a convoy of Land Cruisers 
down a dusty road near Nigeria’s 
border with Cameroon and deliv-
ered the cash and prisoners in an 
internationally negotiated settle-
ment. 

The second wave was about the 
instrumental use of kidnapping to 
serve the interest of terrorism.

The third wave is about all of us. 
In about two thirds of Nigeria’s land 

area today, people are afraid of be-
ing on the road or in their houses 
as kidnapping for ransom occurs 
all over the place. It has been de-
mocratized and is no longer an 
activity organised by sophisticated 
militant or terrorist groups. 

Thousands of young people have 
seen the opportunity and jumped 
on it - buy a Kalashnikov and you 
can kidnap your neighbor and 
demand ransom. It pays because 
families love their members and 
are ready to tax themselves heav-
ily to pay the ransom. They pay be-
cause of fear of the consequences 
- murder of their relations, sexual 
violence and torture. The Zamfara 
State Governor says in his State 
alone, there are over 30,000 ban-
dits/terrorists engaged in this das-
tardly activity.

The impact on people is hor-
rendous. Rural Nigeria and na-
tional highways have become very 
unsafe as rural banditry spreads. 
Farmers are selling all their assets 
- domestic animals and land to pay 
ransom. 

After the release of their rela-
tions, if they are not killed, they 
find they have nothing to live on. In 
many areas, insecurity is so wide-
spread that people can no longer 
go to the farms for fear of being 
kidnapped.

 The bandits are now asking 
farmers to pay vast amounts of 
money for a guarantee that they 

will not be kidnapped on their 
farms. 

These are poor people with very 
little and often the choice they 
make is deadly - go to the farm and 
be killed or abandon the farm, go 
the city and live in urban misery. 
Nigerian society is being disman-
tled and destroyed before our very 
eyes as the State has abdicated its 
responsibility to provide for our 
security and welfare.

The criminals, bandits and ter-
rorists are responding to the im-
pact of their nefarious activities by 
raising the stakes. 

People are giving up on their 
kidnapped relations and they are 
being killed for non-payment. In-
creasingly, the bandits are losing 
their “reputation” payment is no 
longer a guarantee you will get 
your relation back alive.

 To raise the scale of emotional 
blackmail, the criminals are now 
focused on kidnapping children 
and students, over 1,000 of whom 
are now in their hands. People who 
are giving up on their adults are 
ready to go the extra mile to raise 
money to pay for the release of 
their children. 

We are now close to the red line 
where families who have been 
victims of kidnapping will now 
encourage their children to get 
their own guns and kidnap others. 
That will be the end of the Nigerian 
State.

This week, the Federal Govern-
ment declared that it has stopped 
negotiating with kidnappers of 
students because the bandits had 
been using parts of the ransom to 
equip and re-arm themselves and 
by implication, fueling insecurity 
in the country. 

The Minister of State for Educa-
tion, Chukwuemeka Nwajiuba, 
made this known while speaking 
with newsmen at the end of the 
weekly virtual Federal Executive 
Council (FEC) meeting. He was re-
sponding to a recent viral video of 
some of the kidnapped students in 
Kaduna State, who were being tor-
tured by kidnappers. 

The fact of the matter is all of us 
will pay up to get our children re-
leased if they are kidnapped and 
we can raise the money, knowing 
fully well that we are fueling the 
process. It is the State that has a re-
sponsibility to stop the kidnapping 
so that we do not have to pay up. 

I have not seen the State making 
kidnappers pay for their crimes so 
there is no surprise the crimes are 
increasing. 

The reality we face today is that 
either the States wakes up to its 
responsibility or the disintegration 
of Nigeria as a political community 
will be the outcome.

President Muhammadu Buhari
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A
LTHOUGH being able to 
get pregnant is not bio-
logically guaranteed to all 
women, having a child is 

expected from most, if not all mar-
ried women amongst Tanzanian 
societies.

Therefore, women who are not 
blessed with children go through 
stigma, ostracism, neglect and hate 
that lead to those who cannot en-
dure the sufferings walk out of their 
marital homes. The pain becomes 
unbearable when it is inflicted by 
close family members such as in-
laws and even a spouse.

Because of the huge demand for 
infertility treatment in Tanzania, 
the Muhimbili National Hospital 
(MNH) has introduced In vitro ferti-
lization (IVF) section which is set to 
be operational in October this year.

Dr Nathaniel Mtinangi, a gynecol-
ogist at MNH said in an interview re-
cently that influx of women seeking 
IVF services prompted Tanzania’s 
main hospital to send staff for spe-
cialized training to help couples get 
children through the technology in 
the country.

IVF is one of the more widely 
known types of assisted reproduc-
tive technologies. It works by using 
a combination of medicines and 
surgical procedures to help sperm 
fertilize an egg, and help the ferti-
lized egg implant in your uterus.

“We started with three experts 
who are currently undergoing in 
IVF abroad   and we expect to start 
offering the service upon their re-
turn in October,” Dr Mtinangi said.

“Use of IVF technology here at 
home will significantly cut the cost 
Tanzanians pay for the service 
abroad which between 15mn/- to 
40mn/- depending on country,” he 
said, adding that the same service at 
MNH will be far less.

Dr Living Colman, a gynecologist 
at MNH said infertility is a big chal-
lenge in Tanzania, noting that three 

Infertility: Silent torture for women in Tanzania  

out of 10 women being examined at 
the hospital per day have infertility. 

“The main cause of infertility is 
hormonal imbalance and this most-
ly has to do with genetics,” he said.

“Another main cause is Pelvic in-
flammatory disease (PID) which is 
is an infection of the female repro-
ductive organs.”

He added that other common 
causes are blockage of fallopian 
tube, ovulation disorders which 
affect the release of eggs from the 
ovaries overweight as well as un-

derweight.
“The most affected women are 

those between the age 21 and 45,” 
he said.

As for the myth that use of mod-
ern family planning methods is one 
of the causes of infertility, Dr Col-
man said that is far from the truth.

However, he said there is increas-
ing abuse of emergency contracep-
tive pills popularly known as P-2, 
noting that this can be problematic.

The gynecologist said those 
trooping to the MNH to seek fertil-

ity service includes married as cou-
ples as well single women in fertil-
ity age who are worried of reaching 
menopause without a child.

But why are couples especially 
women get so worried when they 
don’t have a child?

According to Dr Saldin Ki-
mangale, a psychologist based in 
Dar es Salaam, a child—and more so 
children—are the security to a mar-
riage or relationship.

“Most women who are married 
or in relationship but without chil-

dren who I met had depression or 
other psychological issues because 
of immense pressure from the soci-
ety,” he said.

“Very few who remain strong find 
solace in religion.”

Dr Kimangale said more aware-
ness on infertility is needed in 
Tanzanian societies so that they 
understand that it is a medical 
condition and not the fault of a 
woman.

If nothing is done to change 
the mindset, he warned that 

childless women will continue 
being stigmatised, isolated, os-
tracized, disinherited and ne-
glected by the entire family and 
even the local community. 

A commission supported 
by The Lancet and the Gutt-
macher Institute estimates 
that between 49 million and 
180 million couples worldwide 
are affected by infertility; the 
prevalence has not decreased 
in 20 years. It affects up to 15 
per cent of reproductive-aged 
couples worldwide, according 
to a 2010 estimate by the World 
Health Organization.

The United State’s National 
Center for Biotechnology Infor-
mation (NCBI) says although in-
fertility is a universal problem, 
its highest prevalence is in low-
resource countries, particular-
ly in sub-Saharan Africa where 
infection-related tubal damage 
is the commonest cause. 

“It is estimated that more 
than 180 million couples in de-
veloping countries suffer from 
primary or secondary infertil-
ity. In most African countries, 
the social stigma of childless-
ness still leads to isolation and 
abandonment,” says NCBI. 

“Differences between the de-
veloped and developing world 
are emerging because of the 
different availability in infertil-
ity care and the different socio-
cultural value surrounding pro-
creation and childlessness.”

African countries with the 
highest number of IVF centres 
are Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Nige-
ria and South Africa.

According to Science Daily, 40 
years after the birth of Louise 
Brown, the world's first 'test-
tube baby,' an international 
committee monitoring progress 
in assisted reproduction report-
ed that the global total of babies 
born as a result of IVF and other 
advanced fertility treatments is 
more than 8 million.

By Francis Kajubi
 

R
EVENUES sourced from 
services receipts has 
gone down in the past 
two years consecutively 

due to Covid-19 eruption, but econ-
omists are of the view that the rev-
enues will further decrease due to 
introduction of mobile money lev-
ies in the Finance Act 2021, that has 
discouraged consumers’ appetite 
to either quitting or reducing usage.

Both National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) and the Bank of Tanzania’s 
(BoT) reports, show that services 
receipts from consumers have been 
affected by the pandemic outbreak 
leading to a decrease in revenues.

NBS for instance, in its  National 
Economic Status report for June 
2021, states that value for local ser-
vices payments decreased by 30.5 
percent to 2.320trn/- (U$1,239.2 
million) in 2020 from 2.321trn/- 
(U$1,782.5 million) in 2019, a dif-
ference of U$544million which is 
equivalent to 1.261trn/-.

“This was due to the decline in 
the value of payments from trans-
portation services, tourism activi-
ties and other locally provided ser-
vices such as hotel receipts,” states 
NBS.

Generally, NBS states that annual 
services revenues from both lo-
cal receipts and exports declined 
to 4.639trn/- (U$2,183million) 
in June 2020 from 9.277trn/- 
(U$4,281million) in June 2019 
which is equivalent to a decrease 
of 49 percent. This was due to 
travel bans attributed to Covid-19 
pandemic. This decrease has side 
effects on implementation of devel-
opment projects.

  In simple mathematics, the 
1.261trn/- deficit in services rev-
enues means that Tanzania lost 
105.083billion/- in every month of 
the period under review. One kil-
ometer of tarmac road under Tan-
Roads is constructed at an expense 
of 1bn/-.

This means that for every 
100bn/- deficit in services revenues 
denied construction of 100 kilom-

How mobile money levies will affect revenues from local services
eters. The 1.261trn/- can finance 
construction of 1,200kilometers of 
tarmac road. This is equivalent to a 
tarmac road network from Dar es 
Salaam to Mwanza city which cov-
ers 1,128.4kilometers.

 Economists say that the decrease 
in revenues means that consumers’ 
purchasing power has declined 
therefore the mobile money levies 
will be an additional challenge to 
the Covid-19 impact in the long run.

President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
has already concluded that ordi-
nary Tanzanians have accepted 
the mobile money levies in her in-
terview with the BBC News Swahili 
earlier this month. She said Tanza-
nians didn’t oppose the levy but the 
amount charged on transactions 
and the government has already re-
solved the issue.

  “For the case of levies, I would 
like to thank Tanzanians for ac-
cepting it. They have accepted it 
because they are very sure that the 
sourced money will be allocated to 
improving health services, water 
and education issues,” said Presi-
dent Hassan in that interview.

Dr Abel Kinyondo, Senior Eco-
nomics Lecturer at the University 
of Dar es Salaam, said that services 
revenues will further go down as 
consumers’ behavior changes as 
time passes by through adoption of 
other alternative transaction chan-
nels such as commercial banks and 
hard cash.

  “It is obvious that over 60 per-
cent of transactions are made 
through mobile phones destined to 
both urban and rural areas. The use 
of mobile money transactions will 
continue at least for sometimes but 
with low uptake compared to prior 
the levies were introduced;

  This is because there are a few 
commercial bank services in rural 
areas and less than 20 percent of all 
Tanzanians hold bank accounts,” 
said Dr Kinyondo.

  According to FinScope Tanza-
nia 2017 findings by the Financial 
Sector Deepening Trust (FSDT), 63 
percent of adult Tanzanians own 
a mobile phone while 16.7 percent 

by the carrier and at the very same transac-
tion levied by the government. I would be 
happy if the levies remained as they were;

I have just switched from my ordinary 
ways of sending money. For instance, I 
used to send 300,000/- in two instalments 
a month, but am now mobilizing the whole 
amount and sending it at once to avoid the 
burden of levies,” said Issa.

Asnati Mshamu (25) Ubungo resident, said: 
“I have stopped using the mobile money ser-
vices. It is better for me to receive cash on 
hand rather than to incur levies on mobile 
money transactions. As a matter of fact, I 
don't even own a bank account”.

But Yohana Mashaka (37), a Goba resi-
dent in the city suburb said that he has no 
problem with the levies because the sourced 
money is going to finance development pro-
jects.

“They say that no pain no gain. We have to 
take the costs of our country’s development 
on our shoulders. No one can do it for us. I 
am encouraging all Tanzanians to continue 
using mobile money services so that the 
government gets money for development 
plans,” argued Mashaka.

In the Electronic and Postal Communica-
tion Act Cap 306 of the Finance Act 2021, the 
government imposed a levy of between 10/- 
and 10,000/- on each mobile money transac-
tion of sending and withdrawing the same. 
The levy aims at enabling the government to 
collect 1.254trn/- in the current fiscal year.

Contacted for comment, Airtel Tanzania 
Spokesperson, Jackson Mbando said “We 
have already issued a joint statement under 
TAMNOA on the impact of new levies to our 
operations. In that case, I cannot comment 
any further. If you need more details, wait for 
the September TCRA report and you will see 
the real impact”.

Dr George Kahangwa from the school of 
education at the University of Dar es Salaam, 
argued that a section of mobile money con-
sumers who are quitting the service due to 
the levies are of the view that revenues are 
mostly allocated to recurrent expenditures 
rather than financing development activities.

“Taxpayers have a notion of questioning 
where their money goes. You can see the 
budget allocates about 60 percent of the to-
tal budget to recurrent expenditures. This is 
one of the disappointments to low income 
taxpayers because they need to see the im-
pact of their taxes,” said Dr Kahangwa.

Finance and Planning minister, Dr Mwigulu Nchemba.

use or have bank accounts. Another 43 percent 
don’t have or use bank services but use other for-
mal services. However, formal financial inclusion 
has grown to 65 percent in 2017 from 58 percent 
in 2013.

  The Tanzania Communications Regulatory 
Authority’s Quarterly Communications Statistics 
as of June 2021 shows that there are 33.283million 
mobile money accounts in the country.

  BoT’s Monthly Economic Review for July 
2021, shows that services payments amounted 
to U$1,282.7 million in the year ending June 2021, 
lower than U$1,608.3 million recorded in the cor-
responding period in 2020, bolstered by lower 
travel payments, arising from containment meas-
ures by other countries in an attempt to contain 
the spread of Covid-19.

However, services payments declined to 
U$2,032.4 million in the year ending June 2019 
from U$2,175.9 million in the year ending June 
2018, owing to decrease in travel payment re-
ceipts. But, just four days after the Electronic and 
Postal Communication Act Cap 306 of the Finance 
Act 2021 came into effect on July 15, 2021, the 
Tanzania Mobile Network Operators Association 
(TAMNOA) said that business dropped drastically 
calling the government to revisit the levies that 
have posed double taxation to consumers.

TAMNOA Chairman Hisham Hendi who dou-
bles as Vodacom Tanzania Plc CEO, said at least 
40 percent of mobile money transactions from 
urban to rural destinations had stopped thus af-

fecting their business. “People in rural areas are 
the key victims of the new levies. We call upon the 
government to revisit them,” appealed Hendi in a 
TAMNOA statement.

Professor Samuel Wangwe, an economist, said 
that uproar and resistance of the levies by some 
consumers’ is a clear indication that services rev-
enues will further decrease. He argued that the 
levies have been initiated without conducting a 
thorough research on its possible impact.

“Let’s assume that half of the present mobile 
money consumers quit from using the service, 
there will be a decline in revenue collections be-
cause operators will earn less than what they used 
to. Not only revenues but mobile money agents 
will also lose jobs or earn less commissions than 
what they used to be paid because of declining 
numbers of consumers who use the service,” said 
Prof Wangwe.

According to him, it is unfortunate that the 
world is transforming into a digital economy but 
at home things are going the opposite way.

The Guardian made a simple survey in Dar es 
Salaam from which 16 residents of the city shared 
mixed views on the levies. 

Rashid Issa (32), a Dar es Salaam resident at 
Mwenge outskirts said that he is still using mobile 
money services in sending cash to his parents and 
family relatives who are in rural Urambo because 
there is no other option yet.

“I am using the mobile money services as usual 
though there is double taxation of which is levied 
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By Damian Radcliffe

D
ATA are shaping and informing acts of jour-
nalism across virtually all newsrooms and 
reporting beats. It can be a tool for telling 
specific stories – as exemplified among 

established players and newer entities – and also an 
important source for editorial and resource-driven 
decision making.

But beyond discrete stories and strategies, data sig-
nify a larger sea change in journalism. For better or 
worse, this may have major implications for what has 
been described as the Four Es of big data and jour-
nalism: epistemology (what journalism knows), ex-
pertise (how journalism expresses that knowledge), 
economics ( journalism’s market value) and ethics 
( journalism’s social values).

The data-related implications are therefore far-
reaching – for how we teach, practise and research 
journalism.

We believe that, too often, the worlds of academia 
and news industry fail to recognise the potential that 
could come through greater collaboration between 
them.

As both parties grapple with the possibilities af-
forded by datafication, we contend that closer rela-
tionships between journalists and academics could 
be mutually beneficial. Below we outline five starting 
points to explore, the first one relating to the impor-
tance of having more partnerships between class-
rooms and newsrooms.

The work undertaken by Paul Bradshaw offers a 
clear indication of how to do this. As part of an MA 
in data journalism at Birmingham City University in 
the UK, Paul and his students have partnered with a 
number of news organisations, such as The Daily Tel-
egraph, BBC, ITN, the Manchester Evening News, The 
Guardian and the Centre for Investigative Journalism.

To extend this teaching-based partnership to im-
prove research, these news organisations could open 
up their data journalism processes to participant ob-
servation by ethnographers.

This would be with the expectation that such schol-
arship would lead to peer-reviewed academic publi-
cations and to public-facing reports intended for in-
dustry – like the kind produced by the Tow Centre for 
Digital Journalism and the Reuters Institute for the 
Study of Journalism.

Two: Undertaking classroom projects with poten-
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C
hina’s first self-
developed heavy 
ion accelerator 
facility for cancer 

treatment is used in radio-
therapy for cancer patients 
in the heavy ion center of 
Wuwei Tumor Hospital in 
northwest China’s Gansu 
province.

The facility, also known as 
heavy ion medical accelera-
tor or carbon ion therapy 
system, is developed and 
maintained by the Institute 
of Modern Physics under 
the Chinese Academy of Sci-
ences (CAS) and a subsidi-
ary company of the insti-
tute. Wuwei Tumor Hospital 
is in charge of its clinical 
operation.

Mankind has been using 
radioactive elements and 
isotopes to kill cancer for 
many years. Relevant treat-
ment methods include pho-
ton beam radiation therapy 
that uses gamma rays or 
x-rays, proton beam ther-
apy that uses protons, and 
heavy ion radiotherapy that 
uses carbon ion beams to 

treat cancer. Among them, 
heavy ion radiotherapy has 
clear advantages over other 
therapies.

China has accumulated 
technologies in heavy ion 
for more than 60 years, dur-
ing which the country has 
established a good number 
of big science projects and 
devices.

Since 1993, Chinese re-
searchers started to work 
on the employment of heavy 
ion in cancer treatment. 
However, the application of 
basic heavy ion research re-
sults in clinical use and the 
endeavor to turn scientific 
research devices into medi-
cal devices were not as easy 
as they sound.

In order to make possible 
heavy ion radiotherapy, re-
searchers have overcome 
many challenges, including 
making the accelerator’s 
perimeter shorter and its 
structure more compact 
through technological inno-
vation and ensuring mini-
mal errors in the stability of 
the heavy ion beams when 
they “hit” tumors, which re-
quired greater precision in 

technological process and 
stable and reliable perfor-
mance of equipment.

After nearly 30 years of 
efforts, China put into clini-
cal application its first self-
developed heavy ion medi-
cal accelerator system in 
Wuwei, Gansu province, in 
March 2020, becoming the 
fourth country in the world 
that is capable of indepen-
dently developing and put-

ting into clinical use heavy 
ion therapy system.

The domestically devel-
oped heavy ion medical ac-
celerator is not inferior to 
imported ones in terms of 
both performance indexes 
and clinical feedback, ac-
cording to Xiao Guoqing, 
head of the branch of the 
CAS in Lanzhou, capital of 
Gansu province, who noted 
that the homemade facil-

ity has an evident price ad-
vantage over imported ones 
as its cost is only one third 
or half of that of similar fa-
cilities made in developed 
countries.

In addition, the perimeter 
of the synchrotron of the 
medical facility is only 56.2 
meters, the shortest among 
that of all heavy ion medical 
accelerators in the world, 
which means less cost to the 
hospital that employs the 
facility, said Xiao.

Thanks to the full-fledged 
processing and manufac-
turing systems at home, 
maintenance cost of the 
medical facility has been 
significantly reduced, and 
maintenance service can be 
received in a timely manner, 
Xiao added.

“The time and frequency 
of heavy ion therapy for 
patients vary according to 
their diseases. Follow-up 
visits to patients who have 
completed their treatment 
have shown that the therapy 
is effective and has helped 
control the condition of pa-
tients,” said Ye Yancheng, 
president of Wuwei Tumor 

Hospital.
The heavy ion center of 

Wuwei Tumor Hospital has 
so far treated 375 patients 
(including patients treated 
during the clinical trial 
stage of the medical facil-
ity), with the treatments 
covering such diseases as 
central nervous system tu-
mors, head, neck and skull 
base tumors, thoracic and 
abdominal tumors, and pel-
vic tumors, according to Ye.

The heavy ion treatment 
system is expected to be 
promoted around the coun-
try by CAS Ion Medical Tech-
nology Co., Ltd. (CASHIM), 
a company focusing on the 
commercialization of heavy 
ion cancer therapy technol-
ogy.

Besides the heavy ion 
center of Wuwei Tumor 
Hospital that have been put 
into operation and a heavy 
ion medical facility that is 
about to enter clinical trial 
in Lanzhou, four more such 
facilities are under con-
struction in other cities of 
the country. In addition, 
many cities have signed co-
operation agreements for 

the deployment of the facil-
ity.

Population and geo-
graphic factors will be given 
full consideration in the 
construction and deploy-
ment of the medical facil-
ity, according to Ma Lizhen, 
board chairman of CASHIM, 
stressing that such medical 
facilities will be situated in 
regional medical centers 
of the country, so that the 
therapy can be accessible to 
more people.

China will continue to de-
velop smaller versions of 
the medical facility, which 
will need less floor area and 
treatment cost, and lever-
age means like AI and 5G 
technologies to upgrade 
and transform relevant de-
vices to make the facility 
smarter, Xiao said.

The country will also in-
tensify efforts to foster tal-
ents for the heavy ion ther-
apy system and cultivate 
more frontline radiologists 
and radiation physicists, 
in a bid to make heavy ion 
medical accelerator benefit 
more patients, Xiao added.

                People’s Daily

China’s first self-developed heavy ion accelerator for cancer treatment in successful clinical use

tial news value. Jan Goodey, course director for MA 
in magazine journalism at Kingston University in west 
London, has also demonstrated the ability to turn 
class projects into tangible reporting, having identi-
fied some potential conflicts of interest in UK local 
government.

Their research – which included submitting, track-
ing and analysing 99 separate FOI requests – revealed 
that these bodies were investing pension funds in 
fracking companies, while at the same time also act-
ing as arbiters for planning proposals submitted by 
this nascent industry.

In some cases, students and their professors may 
have a longer time horizon to explore data projects, 
thus allowing them to do forms of data journalism 
that are elusive for journalists overwhelmed by cease-
less daily deadlines.

Three: Reverse-engineer these relationships. Given 
the resource challenges most newsrooms face, jour-
nalists could more frequently approach students and 
academics with stories that could benefit from their 
help.

Arizona State University’s Steve Doig, who won a 

1993 Pulitzer Prize for Public Service at The Miami 
Herald for a series which showed how weakened 
building codes and poor construction practices exac-
erbated damage caused by Hurricane Andrew a year 
before, actively consults on computer-assisted report-
ing problems.

Doig won the George Polk Award (2012) for De-
coding Prime, an analysis of suspect hospital billing 
practices for the Centre for Investigative Reporting’s 
California Watch. His is an advising and consultancy 
model – with faculty and potential student involve-
ment – that others could emulate.

Four: Opening the door to researchers and inde-
pendent critique. Journalists are known to rely on ac-
ademics as frequent sources for news stories, but they 
are often less comfortable opening themselves up to 
academic scrutiny. Compounding this problem are 
increasingly strident organisational directives against 
taking surveys or speaking to researchers without 
permission from upper management.

But, just as journalists need good source material 
to do their work, having academics do good research 
about journalism requires their having better access 

than they currently do. This is especially pertinent 
as researchers seek to understand what datafication 
means for journalism, for how journalists use metrics 
to tell stories in new ways – and so on.

A little less defensiveness on the part of news or-
ganisations could go a long way towards developing 
a mutually beneficial relationship: researchers get 
better access to understanding how data fit in jour-
nalism. In turn, news organisations can gain inde-
pendent evaluations of their work and thus better 
appraise, from a critical distance, how they are doing.

Five: Ensuring that your research is accessible. On 
the flip side, academics could do much more to en-
sure the openness and accessibility of their work.

By now, dozens of academic studies have been 
produced regarding the “datafication of journalism”, 
with a particular emphasis on the evolution of tools 
for data storytelling and its impact on journalistic eth-
ics and approaches.

These studies could have tremendous relevance 
for news organisations. But too often they are locked 
behind academic journal paygates, obscured by the 
overuse of jargon and altogether situated in such a 
way that makes it hard for journalists to access, let 
alone understand, the transferable lessons in the re-
spective research.

Incidentally, paygates are payment platforms 
known for driving efficiency in effecting payments by 
reducing time, cutting costs and eliminating risk.

Where possible, industry outreach and engage-
ment could be an integral part of the publication pro-
cess, so that the benefits of these insights resonate be-
yond the journals – such as through rewritten briefs 
or short explainers for trade-press venues.

Examples of this include Nieman Journalism Lab 
and websites such as The Conversation that are de-
signed to disseminate academic work to lay audienc-
es.

•	 This is an extract from “The Datafication 
of Journalism: Strategies for Data-Driven Story-
telling and Industry-Academy Collaboration”, a 
chapter in The Data Journalism Handbook 2 ed-
ited by Liliana Bounegru and Jonathan Gray and 
published by Amsterdam University Press. Dami-
an Radcliffe is a Carolyn S. Chambers professor in 
journalism, a professor of practice, and an affili-
ate of the Department for Middle East and North 
Africa Studies at the University of Oregon in the 

Photo shows a new heavy ion radiotherapy chamber of the 
heavy ion center of Wuwei Tumor Hospital in northwest China’s 
Gansu province. File photo
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By Chloé Farand

As scientists warn of worsening 
climate impacts to come, there is 
renewed impetus to define what 
global ambition on adaptation 
should look like.

The latest report of the Inter-
governmental Panel on Climate 
Change underscored that weather 
extremes will intensify and sea lev-
els rise this century in all emissions 
scenarios.

Yet six years after the Paris 
Agreement established a global 
goal to help people cope with these 
threats, what that means in prac-
tice remains “unacceptably vague”, 
according to vulnerable countries. 
They want the next UN climate 
summit, Cop26, in November, to fo-
cus political attention on the issue.

South Africa is proposing a quan-
titative target: to increase the cli-
mate resilience of the global popu-
lation 50% by 2030 and at least 90% 
by 2050.

“What we felt was that we need-
ed to move beyond having techni-
cal discussions. The intention is to 
shift the discussion from process to 
a goal that we can debate,” South 
Africa’s environment minister Bar-
bara Creecy told Climate Home 
News.

That is easier said than done. 
There is no universal metric to as-
sess resilience to climate impacts, 
which vary widely from place to 
place.

For Timo Leiter, an expert on 
climate change adaptation who co-
authors the UN Environment Pro-
gramme’s Adaptation Gap report, 
“it’s almost impossible to come up 
with a simple quantitative way of 
measuring adaptation that would 
be meaningful and help guide 
countries”.

“If it was possible it would have 
been done in 2015,” he told Climate 
Home.

There are both technical and po-
litical challenges, Leiter explained.

Technically, to put a numerical 
value on the impact of an adapta-
tion measure, you need a counter-
factual scenario, which is difficult 
to judge. Specially bred seeds and 
irrigation systems might help farm-
ers to cope with drought, but how 
do you know what their harvest 
would have been in the absence of 
those interventions?

Often, adaptation interventions 
are hard to distinguish from gen-
eral development. For example, job 
creation and women’s empower-
ment make communities more re-
silient to a whole range of challeng-
es, including but not exclusive to 
climate change. Where to draw the 
line has been the subject of heated 
debate on the UN’s Green Climate 
Fund board.

Politically, the choice of indica-
tors can make a country look more 
or less vulnerable. That matters 
when they are competing for a lim-
ited pool of climate aid.

 Developing nations push 
to define ‘unacceptably 
vague’ adaptation goal

By Special Correspondent

CONGO-Brazzaville is on 
the precipice of an industry 
revolution with a reformed 
Hydrocarbons Code, a re-
newed set of national strate-
gic objectives, and demon-
strated political will driving 
multi-sector developments 
across the entire value chain. 
In a move to further empha-
size the potential of the Con-
go’s hydrocarbon sector and 
establish sustainable partner-
ships with key stakeholders, 
Mohammed Barkindo, Secre-
tary General of the Organiza-
tion of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) will lead 
a delegation from OPEC to the 
Congo for a three-day work-

ing visit the 23-25th of August 
2021.

The visit represents a his-
toric moment in the Congo’s 
oil and gas history as it will be 
the first time OPEC conducts 
a state visit to the country. In 
addition to highlighting the 
role that OPEC will play in the 
country, the visit aims to sig-
nificantly enhance the Con-
go’s petroleum sector, and 
further position the country 
as a global oil and gas export-
er and competitor.

As the third-largest crude 
oil producer in sub-Saharan 
Africa – with proven reserves 
estimated at 2.9 billion bar-
rels -, the headquarters of the 
African Petroleum Producers 
Organization (APPO), and one 

of the latest members to join 
OPEC, Congo-Brazzaville is 
well-positioned to become a 
regional oil giant. The coun-
try has made moves to sig-
nificantly expand exploration 
and production with acceler-
ated efforts made by Interna-
tional Oil Companies such as 
Total, Chevron, Perenco, Eni, 
Qatar Petroleum and Lukoil. 

With current production 
estimated at 336,000 barrels 
per day, and government tar-
gets to significantly increase 
this figure, the Congo is in-
viting increased local and 
international stakeholder 
participation in the country’s 
upstream and midstream in-
dustries. 

Support by an organization 

such as OPEC will only serve to 
enhance industry activity, with 
partnerships and regional col-
laboration accelerating partici-
pation.

“The Government of Congo-
Brazzaville highly values our 
relationship with both the 
OPEC, the Secretary General 
and each one of the organiza-
tions member states. We are 
committed to positioning the 
country as a regional petro-
leum hub and international in-
dustry competitor and support 
by an esteemed organization 
such as OPEC will help us real-
ize this goal. 

The Congo has significant 
potential, particularly regard-
ing its oil sector, and through 
our collaboration with OPEC, 

we remain committed to driv-
ing growth and development,” 
stated H.E. Bruno Jean Richard 
Itoua.

Mohammed Barkindo’s 
three-day working visit to the 
Congo involves a comprehen-
sive program agenda with 
high-level meetings planned 
with the Head of State, Presi-
dent Dennis Sassou-Nguesso, 
Prime Minister Anatole Colli-
net Makosso, and the Minister 
of Hydrocarbons, Bruno Jean-
Richard Itoua. 

With a focus on emphasizing 
the role that OPEC will play in 
Congo and the wider region, as 
well as promoting the immense 
potential that the country’s oil 
and gas sector has in Africa’s 
energy future, energy poverty, 

climate change, Africa’s energy 
agenda, the OPEC delegations 
visit will promote strong, long-
term partnerships with govern-
ment and industry leaders.

“With its significant resource 
base, unified stakeholder agen-
da, and progressive regulatory 
framework, the Congo is mak-
ing significant progress in es-
tablishing a formidable hydro-
carbon market. OPEC’s visit to 
the Congo will emphasize part-
nerships and collaboration, as 
we work hand in hand to drive 
energy and economic growth 
in Africa. 

The Congo has a critical role 
to play in the global energy in-
dustry and we are happy OPEC 
plans to emphasize and drive 
this. 

This is a Big win for the peo-
ple of Congo and its growing 
energy sector,” stated NJ Ayuk, 
Executive Chairman of the Afri-
can Energy Chamber

Mohammed Barkindo’s visit 
will comprise site visits to the 
national oil company, La So-
ciÄ—tÄ— des PÄ—troles du Con-
go (SNPC); the headquarters of 
the APPO; a platform in Pointe-
Noire; as well as meetings with 
oil companies present in the 
country.

 With African member states 
playing a crucial role in OPEC, 
the organization is committed 
to accelerating progress in the 
Congo – its most recent mem-
ber state – by promoting col-
laboration, cooperation, and 
sustainable partnerships.

OPEC SG emphasises value of Africa's oil sector in historic state visit to Congo-Brazzaville

By Agencies

While spreading fertiliser, Se-
bastian Bukeke, 47, a small-time 
farmer in the village of Kiroka in 
Tanzania’s Morogoro region, is also 
using his cellphone to learn about 
the weather. He has been able to 
boost his maize farming skills by 
using timely advice from experts 
on his cellphone.

Although most of the farmers 
holding small lands in the East Af-
rican country known for its vast 
wilderness areas are illiterate, their 
newfound love with cellphones to 
access the modern and timely farm 
knowledge has helped them to in-
crease productivity and fetch good 
prices.

Like Bukeke, many farmers in 
the countryside are hooked on cell-
phones to seek information about 
crop yields, weather forecasts, and 
markets.

Maulid Ali, a farmer from the vil-
lage of Kiromo in Morogoro, said he 
uses a smartphone app to measure 
and analyze soil data such as tem-
perature, nutrients, and vegetative 
health to help him use the right fer-
tilizer and water.

“It's easy to use, and luckily all the 
information is in Swahili,” he said.

Researchers at the Sokoine Uni-
versity of Agriculture (SUA) are 

constantly developing content 
relating to information on seeds, 
diseases, climate, and markets and 
instantly transmitting it to farmers 
on their hand-held gadgets.

“Lack of timely agricultural in-
formation is a big problem that 
many farmers face. We hope that 
this initiative will help to solve 
that problem,” said Aswile God-
win, a researcher at the university.

He said the idea was to harness 
the power of digital technology to 
assist agricultural extension offic-
ers to disseminate information to 
farmers.

“With cellphones now in the 
hands of farmers, it has become 
easy to avoid the barriers and 
transportation,” said Godwin.

Putting knowledge in people’s 
hands

Farmers in Tanzania had been 
routinely burning their fields 
to kill weeds, slugs, and pests, 
which often polluted the air and 
removed essential nutrients from 
the soil.

Using the information provided 
by experts on his cellphone, Buke-
ke switched to dragging patches of 
soil from the razed stalks, mixing it 
with cow dung to create elevated 
beds for growing beans, tomatoes, 
potatoes, and vegetables.

“I get very useful information on 

Cellphones help Tanzanian 
farmers sharpen their game

A man reinforces coastal protection in the Seychelles
speak to globally agreed 2030 sus-
tainable development goals which 
countries are already working to 
implement.

“It’s not like these goals are not 
already part of the multilateral 
system. Let’s draw on what we al-
ready have,” minister Creecy said.

The 2021 edition of the Adapta-
tion Gap Report, due to be pub-
lished during the first week of the 
summit, will help to advance the 
agenda. But Creecy is in no doubt 
hurdles remain.

“As South Africa, we don’t feel 
that these are going to be easy is-
sues to solve,” she said. But Cop26 
offers “a window of opportunity” 
to advance the discussion that 
should be seized.

“And where we can play a role 
that we have traditionally played 
in creating a bridge between de-
veloped and developing countries, 
we will play that role,” she said.

my phone which helps me to devel-
op these skills, “he said.

On a cloudy morning, John Kis-
esa, a farmer in Ilula, displayed a 
text message he got from SUA with 
farming tips and real-time weather 

information.
“When I get this information, I 

usually share it with my friends just 
to help them catch up,” he said

Agriculture is the backbone of 
Tanzania’s economy. The sector ac-

counts for more than one-quarter 
of gross domestic product (GDP), 
contributing 85 percent of exports, 
and employs about 80 percent of 
the workforce.

While agricultural experts are 

still learning the impact of the digi-
tized farming system for productiv-
ity and improved livelihoods, the 
trend is promising, as technology is 
attracting more people to work as 
farmers.

In a 2009 article, Richard Klein, of the Stockholm 
Environment Institute, concluded that comparing cli-
mate impacts “requires a subjective judgement as to 
which outcomes are ‘better’ or ‘worse’” and is there-
fore a political question. The issue has spurred com-
petition between nations seeking to obtain “special 
circumstances” status within UN climate process.

In 2018, nations agreed that the submission of adap-
tation communications to the UN was “not a basis for 
comparisons between parties”.

“To assume that everyone would be able to quanti-
tatively measure adaptation is not helpful,” Ephraim 
Mwepya Shitima, a climate adaptation expert from 
Zambia, told Climate Home. But that doesn’t mean that 
some quantitative elements can’t be used when assess-
ing progress, he said.

Where data and metrics are available, such as tar-
gets for the diversification of crops or the installation 
of early warning systems, quantitative indicators could 
be used alongside qualitative ones.

In its improved 2030 climate plan, Zambia identified 
four indicators that the country will use to track pro-
gress, with ratings from “low” to “high”.

These are the level of resilience of ecosystems, 

the adaptive capacity of human systems, the level of 
knowledge for adaptation planning and the level of re-
sources to respond to climate impacts.

Behind each of them, Shitima said a lot of work had 
been done to translate what this might mean for dif-
ferent sectors, from agriculture to forestry.

More than defining a specific goal, “what is key is 
that countries are able to assess progress in increas-
ing resilience,” he said.

As negotiators are to discuss the issue in Glasgow, 
Shitima said countries need to adopt a flexible ap-
proach to measuring adaptation that includes a 
range of methodologies.

“It’s dangerous in my view if the focus is on adopt-
ing a single approach… because that will be unten-
able.”

While it might be “too ambitious” to expect a 
framework for measuring adaptation to be fully 
agreed at Cop26, moving the discussion from con-
cepts to methodologies would be good, Shitima said.

South Africa is calling for a focus on health and 
well-being, food and water security, infrastructure 
and ecosystem services, particularly in Africa, small 
island states and least developed countries – which 
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O
pposition leader 
Hakainde Hichilema de-
feated incumbent Edgar 
Lungu in Zambia’s presi-

dential election on 12 August. Hi-
chilema secured 2,810,757 votes 
while Lungu had 1,814,201. The 
Electoral Commission of Zambia 
(ECZ) declared Hichilema presi-
dent-elect on 16 August as Lungu 
conceded defeat. What are the les-
sons for Africa?

First, general elections must 
not be political theatre meant to 
legitimise the incumbent. 

In 2021, Africa witnessed some 
elections characterised by proce-
dural uncertainty and outcome 
certainty. For example, in Djibouti 
Ismail Guelleh “won” a fifth term 
with an extravagant display of  
97.44%. The late president of Chad, 
Idriss Déby, “won” a sixth term 
with 79.32%. Yoweri Museveni, 
the president of Uganda, in power 
since 1986, retained power and in 
the Republic of Congo, Denis Sas-
sou Nguesso “won” a fifth term with 
88.57%. 

Elections were held to portray 
at least a semblance of legitimacy, 
but at the same time to allow au-
thoritarian controls for the incum-
bent to continue. Elections should 
allow for procedural certainty and 
outcome uncertainty. This allows 
any contestant to win and take over 
state power.

Second, democracy needs 
strong institutions and not 
strong men. 

What enabled the smooth trans-
fer of power was not just the good-
will of Lungu, but also independent 
institutions. The professional con-
duct of the Zambian military insti-
tution and its non-involvement in 
civilian political processes has been 
a critical factor in ensuring peace-
ful transitions from one leadership 
to the other. This is contrary to Zim-
babwe, where there is a symbiotic 
relationship between the army and 
the ruling Zimbabwe African Na-
tional Union-Patriotic Front (Zanu-
PF). 

Militarised politics, which is 
anathema to electoral democracy, 
is prevalent in Uganda, Togo, Su-
dan, Mali and Egypt. Other institu-
tions that fought back authoritarian 
resurgence were the ECZ, civil soci-
ety, the judiciary and independent 
media. As went the institutions, so 
went the transition in Zambia. 

Governance by strong men has 
failed to deliver electoral democ-
racy in Africa. Nguema Mbasogo 
of Equatorial Guinea, in power for 
41 years,  produced another sham 
election in 2016 where he got 93.7% 
of the vote. El-Sisi of Egypt held a 
farcical election in 2018 with a dra-
matic 97 % win. Cameroon’s Paul 
Biya, in power for 38 years and 88 
years old, had a phoney election 
in 2018. Paul Kagame of Rwanda 
seems allergic to electoral democ-
racy. Zimbabwe’s new strongman, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa, has shown 
no penchant for genuine democrat-
ic reforms as the country heads for 
another political ritual in 2023 dis-
guised as a general election. A prac-
tical take from Zambia is to invest 
in reforms of institutions that will 

outlast reformers.

Third, swift diplomatic inter-
ventions are important in ena-
bling state power transfer. 

Behind the scenes, Zambia’s 
fourth president, Rupiah Banda, 
former Sierra Leone president Er-
nest Bai Koroma and former Tan-
zanian president Jakaya Kikwete 
engaged Lungu and Hichilema to 
facilitate a peaceful democratic 
transition. They did not wait for a 
formal Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) team 
once there was a Donald Trump-
like signal from Lungu and his 
team. Autocrats like Museveni, who 
tried to block the transition by urg-
ing Lungu to stay on, became iso-
lated.

Crisis-torn countries like Eswati-
ni do not need to wait for the for-
mal mediation processes from 
moribund institutions like the 
SADC. There is room for critical 
actors — visible or invisible — to un-

lock, shape and catalyse electoral 
democratisation processes. 

Fourth, election rigging has a 
ceiling. 

This was not an ideal free and fair 
election. Police selectively stopped 
opposition parties’ campaign meet-
ings, citing Covid-19 regulations; 
public media favoured Lungu, 
some traditional leaders were par-
tisan, Lungu’s party was the main 
perpetrator of political violence, 
the government restricted use of 
the internet and the incumbent 
partly used state resources for par-
ty campaigns. 

To mitigate against rigging, a 
whopping 83.5% of eligible voters 
registered. Voter turnout rose to 
70.8%. compared with 56.45% in 
2016 which made it difficult to re-
verse the outcome. A robust Paral-
lel Voter Tabulation system was in 
place. Alongside was an active citi-
zenry committed to defending the 
vote. This reduced rigging related 

to inflation and deflation of num-
bers.

Fifth, the youth are not clue-
less about politics. 

The relationship between youth, 
politics and elections was stark. 
About 54% of the 7,023,499 regis-
tered voters were under the age of 
35. They voted in large numbers. 
The youth were responding to in-
creasing socioeconomic hardships. 
In 2020, the estimated youth un-
employment rate in Zambia was 
22.63%. 

However, most of the employed 
are in precarious informal jobs that 
lack social security. This is a lesson 
to Africa, where almost 60% of the 
population is under the age of 25. 
Even in Africa’s most industrialised 
country, South Africa, the official 
youth unemployment rate was 
46.3% in the first quarter of 2021. 
The youth bulge in Africa is an elec-
toral time bomb.

Sixth, Africa needs transforma-
tive pro-poor policies. 

Lungu’s development policies 
were detached from the quotid-
ian concerns of the peasantry and 
the working class. The government 
borrowed up to $12.74-billion to 
partly finance utopian white el-
ephant urban projects while peo-
ple were hungry. In the country-
side, big mines like First Quantum 
Minerals in Solwezi destroyed the 
peasantry’s livelihoods through 
the acquisition of 60,000 hectares 
of farmland. It was not surprising 
when Lungu received a paltry num-
ber of votes in such areas. The min-
ing policies favoured the elite and 
were characterised by patronage 
and corruption. Across Africa, for-
eign investors are targeting more 
than 10 million hectares of land. 

In the absence of transformative 
pro-poor policies, one lesson from 
Zambia is that citizens can reclaim 
their power. DM/MC

Zambia elections: Six lessons for African electoral democracy

Y
ou might have resigned for 
personal reasons or got laid 
off when the company was 
merging efforts with anoth-

er or maybe you got fired for some 
mistakes that cost the company mil-
ions of money.

Now it's been a few months,a year 
or two since all that occurred and 
you have nothing serious lined up 
for you and no job placements in 
sight either.

Whichever reasons that might 
be the cause of your lengthy unem-
ployment status,the question still 
remains:how do you handle all that 
and explain to a potential employee 
your whereabouts during that gap 
period?

 Pretty much how do you do so 
without minimizing the chances of 
them offering you the job?

We are all aware that several gradu-
ates and other people who  had been 
employed before have undergone 
a period without employement for 
years and also their are some gradu-
ates who still attend to job duties out-
side their field of study for as well for 
as long as they can remember.

You should be honest but...take a 
pause and do something tangible for 
some time

It’s hard to explain when we have 
to lie about something, when we 
should have done something but 

The unemployment hack
didn’t do it. In situations like those, 
we try to make up stories and make 
ourselves miserable.

If you have tried something sin-
cerely but didn’t work out, mention 
the same honestly. Even if they don’t 
believe it, you should not feel bad 
about it because you have honestly 
tried it.

If you have not done something 
worth mentioning in last 2 yrs, then 
I suggest you to take a pause for next 
6 months from your job search. Do 
something tangible — it could be a 
training, a free internship, a low paid 
job, an odd job whatever may be it, 
but something that you can say that 
you have done it. If you can explain 
your last 6 months, people may not 
bother too much about last 2 yrs. 
Even when someone wants to know, 
just laugh and say that you have 
wasted your time doing nothing sig-
nificant.

Do anything but ...not every thing 
that comes your way

Get busy and do any legal activ-
ity that earns you a living and keep 
pushing to find a job.

Don't shy away from jobs that the 
society thinks are for unlearned peo-
ple.

I have heard of alot of successful 
people tell of how they once took 
low paid jobs and still made to the 
top of their careers later.Jobs such 
as that of a barista are not mediocre 
if you know where you are headed 

Keep a regular bedtime too - try not 
to go to bed in the wee hours of the 
morning. Assume a night schedule 
similar to what you'd keep if you 
were working.Plan out your day. If 
you don't own a planner, you might 
want to invest in one. 

Allocate time in your day for activi-
ties like applying to jobs, exercise, so-
cialization, and networking.

Frankly speaking, the reality is this: 
If you’ve been unemployed for a long 
period of time,you’re going to face a 
steeper uphill climb than those who 
are currently employed or have re-
cently become unemployed.

They assume your skills have be-
gun to detoriarte or their is some-
thing about your character as a per-
son or otherwise you might have 
taken another placement sooner 
after your previous one.

So as a job seeker don't give in to 
that mentality but Instead prove 
them meeting by investing in your 
self,your abilities and skills and make 

after that and what you would like to 
achieve in life.

All in all,if you are still jobless it's 
pretty clear that there was a mis-
match between what you possess 
as skills and what your interviewers 
wanted. So various activities that you 
will do will have you acquiring vari-
ous skills.

Learn a  different languages, get a 
job and not not just the job you de-
sire like taking care of old people as 
a nursing maid for instance. Take an 
additional course, if you can afford it 
etc.

Have a personal schedule and set 
goals as well

Make a schedule, and stick to 
it,have a weekly plan too.

Get out of bed early and have a 
plan already in mind,this helps you 
minimise wasting precious time and 
doing unnecessary activities.

 If you spend the day sitting at your 
desk on the computer, you'll feel bet-
ter having showered and dressed. 

College Comfort Zone
With 

Salima Hamisi

saly30@gmail.com
0762 174 124

Outgoing President of Zambia Edgar Lungu.  President-elect of Zambia Hakainde Hichilema.
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Concern 

BUSINESS Africa’s youngest neurosurgeon 
and her ‘dreams’ about the field 

Egghead 

 CAPE TOWN 

Dr Ncumisa Jilata’s jour-
ney from a childhood 
classroom in Mthatha 
in the Eastern Cape to 

becoming the youngest neurosur-
geon in Africa may have begun 
with a glass of water.

That feeling of sipping a cold 
drink, holding the glass in your 
hand, and the rush of thirst-
quenching pleasure, was a visual 
picture given by Jilata’s Grade 11 
biology teacher that began a life-
long love of neurons.

“The way he introduced this 
concept of impulses taken to the 
brain and the circuitry of neu-
rons, I thought there’s nothing 
that could top this,” she tells Spot-
light. Fast forward through finish-
ing matric, completing university, 
and graduating with a prestigious 
fellowship, by the age of 29, Jilata 
had become one of just five Black 
female neurosurgeons in South 
Africa.

That remarkable achievement, 
however, came with challenges. 
A young Black woman in a male-
dominated field, she had to work 
doubly hard to be taken seriously 
in a career where there were few 
role models before her. Now, she 
is working to change that. By 
mentoring future generations of 
Black women neurosurgeons and 
bringing science to communities, 
she’s hoping to shape a new fu-
ture for the field.

 Before her Grade 11 teacher 
and his glass of water, Jilata was 
on a completely different path. 
She had ambitions to become a 
chartered accountant. But having 
changed her mind, she was deter-
mined, even if that meant over-
coming many obstacles. Jilata had 
to take extra subjects, increase 
her workload and sacrifice some 
of her friendships for her studies. 
“Having people around me who 
believed in my dreams was im-
portant,” she says.

Among those people were Jila-
ta’s parents, who had, from a very 
early age, instilled in her the val-
ues of hard work and leadership. 
“My upbringing played a crucial 
role in my success because I 
looked up to my parents who are 
both hard workers,” she says.

“They motivated me to study 
hard, as my degree would be the 
key to unlocking my future.” And 
they were right. Jilata graduated 
with Bachelor of Medicine and 
Bachelor of Surgery degrees (MB-
ChB) from Mthatha’s Walter Sisu-
lu University (WSU) in 2009. This 
was made possible with support 
from her father, who was also a 
lecturer at WSU and a bursary 
from the Eastern Cape govern-
ment.

By 2017, she had completed her 
fellowship with the Council of 
Neurosurgeons of South Africa, 
which was self-funded, officially 
earning her title as one of five 
Black South African women in 
the field and the youngest neuro-
surgeon on the continent. Those 
achievements earned her head-
lines and even a special mention 
from then-Deputy President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his address at the 
Presidency Budget Vote in Parlia-
ment’s National Assembly.

Naming her as one of SA’s wom-

These grocery staples remain prohibitively 
priced despite VAT exemption - a puzzle

 JOHANNESBURG 

There are calls for a mass media cam-
paign to encourage vaccination against 
COVID-19. This as vaccine hesitancy ap-
pears to be growing. The SOS Coalition 
says the campaign should be aired at 
prime times to reach the most people.

When the Covid-19 vaccination pro-
gramme was announced in South Afri-
ca, Lerato Moletsane was adamant she 
would not get the jab. The 49-year-old 
banker from Dobsonville, Soweto, said 
she was easily swayed by the misinfor-
mation on Covid-19 vaccines on social 
media and opinions based on conspir-
acy theories.

“I’ve been getting conflicting informa-
tion about the vaccine. I was like, argh, 
you know what, I don’t think I’ll go for 
it. And believe me, I believed very much 
in it. I never went for a second opinion,” 
Moletsane told Health24. Lerato Molet-
sane went from being against vaccina-
tion to wanting to vaccinate. “People 
were saying this is a conspiracy, that Bill 
Gates wants to own Africa, so he’s going 
to give us vaccines, and we are all going 
to die.”And I thought that maybe there 
is some truth to it. So let me rather be 
without it,” she added.

Her turning point
On 17 June 2021, Moletsane’s police 

officer husband tested positive for 
Covid-19. Soon after, she started having 
symptoms and tested positive too. This 

was her eye-opener. “I was sick from the 
very day he told me that he tested posi-
tive. I got sicker than him, and he is not 
a person who exercises.

“I think I am fairly fit because I run a 
lot. It knocked me out. I went nine days 
with no food, just consuming liquids. 
I am a resilient person, but this thing 
made me cry,” she said.”That’s why now 
I think I need to go and get vaccinated.”

‘I love travelling’
Moletsane added her will to live had 

motivated her to get the jab later this 
month. “I look after my four-year-old 
nephew. He can’t play with other kids 
outside. He has to watch TV to keep 
himself entertained. I want a normal 
childhood for him where he can play 
with other kids too.”

Her love for adventure is a driving 
force for her to advocate for Covid-19 
vaccines. “I love travelling, and if I don’t 
vaccinate, then my chances of travelling 
again are very limited,” she said. Due to 
her experience of contracting Covid-19, 
she now not only wants to protect her-
self but her family too.”I took my moth-
er for her second shot today. I am very 
excited about that,” she said.

In times of uncertainty you need 
journalism you can trust. For only R75 
per month, you have access to a world 
of in-depth analyses, investigative jour-
nalism, top opinions and a range of fea-
tures. Journalism strengthens democ-
racy. Invest in the future today.

How a woman changed 
her mind after Covid-19 
almost ‘knocked me out’ 

Lerato Moletsane in her jogging gear.

 MAPUTO

Despite the extension of the 
exemption from Value Added 
Tax (VAT), the prices of sugar, 
soap and cooking oil remain 
prohibitive for most Mozam-
bicans.

‘Carta’ has been monitor-
ing the prices of these prod-
ucts since the Assembly of the 
Republic approved the VAT 
exemption extension in No-
vember, 2020. What we have 
learned is that prices have con-
tinued to rise.

When the document was ap-
proved, cooking oil cost 115.00 
meticais a litre. It now costs 
around 200.00 meticais, de-
pending on the quality. For five 
litres of oil, consumers paid 
between 450.00 and 680.00 
meticais, but it currently costs 
between 580.00 and 720.00 
meticais for that amount.

Brown sugar, on the other 
hand, then cost 60.00 metic-
ais per kilogram, whereas to-
day it costs between 75.00 and 
80.00 meticais. A 20 kg bag cost 
1,200.00 meticais; currently, 
it costs between 1,300.00 and 
1,350.00 meticais. Soap, which 
then cost 15.00 meticais per bar, 
today costs between 20 to 25 
meticais.

Our report spoke with some 
consumers, who shared their 
dissatisfaction with the continu-
ous rise in prices of these essen-
tial products. One such is Aly, a 
resident of the Infulene neigh-
bourhood, in Matola munici-

Economy and Finance minister Adriano Maleiane. 

U-turn  

WASHINGTON 

U.S. health officials are investigating 
reports that Moderna Inc’s COVID-19 
vaccine may be linked to a higher risk 
of a rare heart condition in younger 
adults than previously thought, the 
Washington Post reported late on 
Thursday, citing people familiar with 
the review. The report quoted a source 
saying it was too early for the regulators 
to reach a conclusion, and that 
additional work was needed before any 
recommendation was made.

Health regulators in June had 
added a warning to the literature that 
accompanies the mRNA vaccines 

produced by Moderna and Pfizer to flag 
the rare risk of heart inflammation seen 
primarily in young males. However, they 
said the benefit of the shots in preventing 
COVID-19 continued to outweigh the 
risks. There might be a 2.5 times higher 
incidence of myocarditis in those who 
get the Moderna vaccine compared 
with Pfizer’s vaccine, the Post quoted a 
source as saying. The investigation that is 
focused on Canadian data suggests that 
risks of myocarditis might especially be 
higher for males below the age of 30 or 
so, according to the report. Moderna and 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) did not immediately respond to 
Reuters’ requests for comment.

US probing Moderna vaccine 
for higher heart inflammation 
risk - Washington Post report

en breaking barriers, he thanked 
her “for inspiring us, motivating us 
and challenging us with your [life] 
and your determination… demon-
strating what is possible with per-
severance, courage, collaboration, 
and partnership.”

From her rooms at Morningside 
Mediclinic, she treats everything 
from brain tumours to the effects 
of stroke. She also addresses issues 
related to the nervous system, in-
cluding degenerative issues of the 
spine.

In some cases, she sees patients 
who’ve been bedridden and were 
able to walk again after surgery 
with her. “Seeing a patient wake 
up from the ICU and able to use all 
their body parts without any pain 
brings me great joy,” she says.

But getting where she is today 
was not easy. Indeed, neurosur-
gery has historically been a male-
dominated field, with gender 
disparities still persisting today. 
According to research published 
in the Journal of Neurosurgery, 
there are only 243 African women 
neurosurgeons on the continent. 
Representation of Black women 
role models is even more scarce.

That study found South Africa 
ranked third behind Algeria and 
Morocco with 18 registered female 
neurosurgeons. Only five of them, 

however, identify as Black. Accord-
ing to Jilata, there were about 150 
neurosurgeons working in South 
Africa in 2017.

“It wasn’t easy at first, especially 
being a woman of colour,” says 
Jilata. “I was second-guessed most 
times and I had to work extra hard 
to prove to everyone else that I 
had the capabilities to be this neu-
rosurgeon that I wanted to be.”

Mentoring the next generation
Lifestyle, discrimination, un-

equal opportunities, and a lack of 
role models are among the most 
common reasons keeping women 
out of neurosurgery, according to 
another study from the Journal of 
Neurosurgery, which specifically 
mentioned Jilata’s achievements.

“Role models are essential in 
mentoring the next generation of 
neurosurgeons and that’s the only 
way we will have more diversity in 
the workforce,” study author Pro-
fessor Anil Nanda, of the Depart-
ment of Neurosurgery at Rutgers-
New Jersey Medical School in the 
US, tells Spotlight.

“Dr Jilata’s story is inspiration-
al but what is important is her 
acknowledgement of her men-
tor.” Jilata has called Dr Coceka 
Mfundisi, the third Black woman 
to qualify as a neurosurgeon in 
SA, her mentor. And Jilata herself 
has taken up the torch for future 
females, working as a consultant 
with young doctors to support, 
train, and guide them along their 
neuro career paths.“As exciting as 
it is to be among the few female 
neurosurgeons, we need to bridge 
the gap in percentages of men ver-
sus women in the field,” she says.

But that role doesn’t stop with 
neurosurgery. Jilata says the rep-
resentation of Black women is 
important for all areas of science. 
“We need to share all opportuni-
ties with young Black women on 
the importance of science and 
how valuable it is in the ever-
changing world.”

 

Africa’s youngest neurosurgeon, Dr Ncumisa Jilata. 

prices, international currency, 
currency availability. The 
change in international 
prices implies either a fall 
or a rise in prices,” he said. 
Cláudia Manjate, from OLAM 
Mozambique, one of the 
largest domestic processors of 
cooking oil, did not consent to 
answer our questions, claiming 
that it was the responsibility of 
the Association of Oil and Soap 
Producers, an organisation 
that ‘Carta’ found to be still 
in the embryonic phase of its 
creation.

A similar situation obtains 
in the sugar sector. ‘Carta’ 
contacted the president of the 
Mozambican Sugar Producers 
Association (APAMO), João 
Jeque, who referred us to the 
National Sugar Distributor 
(DNA), claiming that the entity 
was responsible for fixing the 
price of sugar. However, the 
DNA, when contacted, also said 
it did not have the competence 
to pronounce on the matter.

The VAT exemption on 
sugar, soap and cooking oil is 
valid until December, 2023, 
and aims to alleviate the social 
and economic impact of the 
Covid-19 pandemic. At the 
time, Minister of Economy 
and Finance Adriano Maleiane 
said that the exemption was 
still necessary to reduce the 
impact on consumer prices, 
strengthen national industry 
and adopt economic and 
social measures relevant to the 
current State of Calamity.

pality, Maputo province, who rues 
the fact that prices have increased 
despite the extension of the VAT ex-
emption.

Jossefa Ussene, a resident of the 
Patrice Lumumba neighbourhood, 
also in Matola, does not believe in 
market prices and says that there 
is price speculation. She says the 
National Inspectorate of Economic 
Activities (INAE) must intensify its 
activities, in order to prevent every-
one from marking their own prices.

Our reporter contacted the pro-
ducers of sugar, soap and cook-
ing oil in search of a reason for the 
continuous rise in prices. The Gen-
eral Manager of the Maeva Group, 
Avanish Koja, indicated exchange 
rate fluctuations, the availability of 
foreign exchange and the change in 
reference prices as the main reasons 
behind the rise in the prices of the 
cooking oil and the soap produced 
by his company.

“You have to look at international 
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Cape Town customer leaves restaurant staff members a R20K tip 
 CAPE TOWN 

Staff members at the popular 
Massimo’s restaurant in Hout Bay 
had their ‘jaws dropped to the floor 
when a customer walked in paid for 
her good and left with a generous 
R20 000 tip for them to split

The restaurant industry has been 
hit hard by the Covid-19 pandemic 
due to trade restrictions. President 
Cyril Ramaphosa recently moved 
the country to an adjusted Level 3 
lockdown, which meant restaurants 
could finally start trading again.

But, speaking to News24, general 
manager Chris Brown said the staff 
did not anticipate that they would 
be on the receiving end of such 
kindness from a patron. “It was a 
normal day at the restaurant when a 
regular customer called in to say she 
will be coming to collect some frozen 
items from the store. Before she 
hung up, she asked how many staff 
members the restaurant had, which 
I didn’t think anything about at the 
time,” he said.

When she arrived at the restaurant, 

 

 ABORONE 

Botswana needs to budget an 
extra 1.13-billion pula ($100m) 
to help secure Covid-19 vac-
cines and equipment as the 
southern African country 
battles a third wave of infec-
tions, finance minister, Peggy 
Serame, told parliament.

The extra money is almost 
triple the sum originally allo-
cated in February to fight the 
coronavirus, but 70% of this 
money had already been de-
pleted by July, Serame told law-
makers. “A sum of 1.13-billion 
pula is requested as additional 
funding under the ministry of 
health and wellness,” Serame 
said ahead of a debate in par-
liament to be held over the 
next couple of days to approve 
or reject the additional fund-
ing.

“The amount is required for 
the procurement of medical 
supplies, mainly vaccines and 
associated medical items such 
as syringes, needles and surgi-
cal masks,” she said during a 
presentation on the 2021/22 
supplementary budget.

African countries have strug-
gled to procure enough vac-
cines in a global scramble for 
doses that has seen poorer na-
tions relegated to the back of a 
supply line amid mounting fa-
talities from a more infectious 
Delta variant.

Botswana’s Covid-19 death 
toll passed the 2,000 mark on 
Monday, up from 630 deaths in 
early April. So far only 161,000 
out of its 2.3-million population 
have been fully vaccinated, ac-
cording to the latest health 
ministry data. Botswana’s sup-
plementary budget will be fi-
nanced by drawing on special 
funds and reallocating some 
money from the development 
budget, Serame said.

However, prospects for a 
projected economic rebound 
of 8.8% this year have faded 
due to the heavy impact of 
Covid-19 and associated re-
strictions on movement in the 
diamond-rich country, Serame 
said, without giving an updated 
growth forecast. In June the 
World Bank approved a $250m 
loan to support Botswana’s 
economic recovery efforts.

Botswana’s 
Covid-19 
budget balloons 
as it battles to 
access vaccines

Competitive Intervention 

Patrons enjoying meals at Massimo’s restaurant.

Fitness trainers find new clients abroad

Everlyn Owala, founder and trainer at Eveal Health and Fitness Centre in Nairobi.

NAIROBI 

W
hen Evelyn Owala, the 
founder of Eveal Health 
and Fitness in Nairobi, 
started doing online 

classes, she never imagined they could 
open a world of opportunities for her and 
other gym instructors.

Since the pandemic made people cau-
tious of exercising in crowded spaces, 
Kenyan gym instructors have found new 
clients abroad who are paying to exercise 
from the comfort of their homes using 
dumbbells, training bands, or just their 
bodyweight. “I hadn’t done virtual fitness 
training before the pandemic. But when 
the gyms were closing, clients started ask-
ing me what I was going to do. I had to 
think fast,” she says.

One Friday, she told her clients that 
they would be exercising online and by 
Monday, they were already adjusting 
their laptops and mobile phones so that 
the coach could clearly see them on cam-
era. The number of clients seeking per-
sonal training online has grown with oth-
ers joining in from abroad.

“Most of our clients were drawn to us 
through social media platforms like Insta-
gram and Facebook as well as client refer-
rals,” says Ms Owala, an ex-banker. “Now 
that gyms have reopened, we do both 
physical and virtual trainings,” she says.

Over time, she has managed to gain cli-
ents from Europe and the US with most 
of them being Kenyans tapping back 
home as it is expensive to hire personal 
trainers abroad. In the US, for instance, a 
client pays a personal trainer about $22 
(Sh2,400) an hour on average.

Justus Ngumi, a fitness trainer who used 
to work in a gym in Kilimani, Nairobi, is 
also on the same path as Ms Owala. How-
ever, for him, he has fully transitioned 
to online training and has clients from 
different parts of the globe.“I have three 
clients in the US, three in Europe and six 
in Africa from different locations like Nai-
robi and other cities,” he says.

He also depends on social media plat-
forms like Facebook and Instagram as 
well as customer referrals to build his cli-
ent portfolio. “I am doing purely virtual, 
in some cases, I only send the clients the 
fitness programmes and they exercise on 
their own,” he says.

Thanks to digital platforms that allow 
video calls, the two trainers have been 
able to take personal training, which had 
been a preserve of the rich, to the com-
fort of many fitness enthusiasts’ homes. 
He says the virtual sessions are the same 
as face-to-face only that there is no physi-
cal contact.  “I use Zoom, WhatsApp or 
any social platform that allows one to call 
on video. Whatever is convenient for my 
client,” says Ms Owala.

How to start
Mr Ngumi explains that an individual 

only needs to have stable and reliable In-
ternet then set up a phone or a computer 
for the virtual sessions. This then is fol-
lowed by making sure the client creates 
space for the at-home workouts by dedi-
cating a special spot for the sessions. The 
space should not be less than both arms’ 

length all around as well as big enough to al-
low one to lie flat on the back and move around 
freely, he recommends.

“You can work with many people at the same 
time but I like working with a person at a time. 
Having a group makes it hard to identify those 
making mistakes and when correcting one per-
son, the others will be waiting,” he says.

But in terms of equipment, such as dumb-
bells, weights or treadmill, he points out that in 
as much as they is necessary, an individual can 
still use their bodyweight. “Your body is equip-
ment. There are so many exercises one can 
perform using the bodyweight as resistance,” 
he explains.

“Our job is to work around what is available 
as one might want to be fit but they don’t have 
money to purchase the needed equipment,” 
adds Ms Owala. Mr Ngumi charges per session. 
However, he explains that most people like 
having a monthly budget so he multiplies the 
number of sessions in a month by the amount 
per session.

“I charge Sh800 per session if they are more, 
or Sh1,100 if they are few,” he says. For Ms Ow-
ala, her packages vary depending on what the 
client wants. “There isn’t much difference be-
tween the two (physical and virtual training),” 
says the 2016 Miss Kenya Figure title winner.

The benefits of going online so far? Mr Ngumi 
says that he saves money he would have used 
for transport. “The clients also save as they do 
not have to spend on gym membership fee, 
and transport,” he says.

To keep the clients on their toes, they find 
ways to motivate them as well as strike a mu-
tual agreement on the schedules. “They know 
they are with me at a specific time. I will text 
or call to remind them about our training,” Mr 
Ngumi says.

Track progress
To monitor progress, he requires that the cli-

ent takes a picture and measurements of the 
body part they intend to work on. Then after 
a month, the same is revisited to see whether 
any progress has been made.

“Apart from weight, your clothes will tell a 
lot. Your clothes get loose as you lose fat as a 
kilo of fat occupies more space than the same 
amount of muscle,” he points out. “I can see 
what you are doing and I will see your progress 
because it is training through video,” adds Ms 
Owala.

Mr Ngumi cites an example of his client 
whom he started training virtually in March 
this year. She weighed 118 kilos and could not 
even do squats because of her weight. But in 

three months, she had lost 13 kilos, dropping to 
105kgs by early July.

“Her physique has changed, her clothes are 
becoming big, she is now doing proper squats, 
aches on her knees, arms, and back are no 
longer there. Her sleeping pattern and lifestyle 
have also improved,” he says. He attributes the 
success to breaking down his client’s goals and 
customising training plans. “I go by your goals, 
trying to fix your weaknesses turning them into 
your strength,” he says.

Female clients
Ms Owala, whose clients are mostly women, 

says that her success in shaping their bodies, 
especially trimming their abdominal areas to 
perfection, is because she infuses nutrition 
in the training programme. For sculpting and 
body toning, she focuses more on compound 
workouts such as dead-lifts, squats, and lunges.

“I treat the body as a complete system that 
needs a constant upgrade as there is a differ-
ence between getting someone to weight X and 
making them stay there for the longest time 
possible. So I help them get there and also live 
there the longest time they can,” she says. But 
for one to hack virtual training sessions, fitness 
trainer William Neondo says that an individual 
has to first get a certified instructor with skill-
set and experience.

Brown rang up her purchase and 
gave her a total of R370, which 
she paid. She asked him again to 
tell her how many staff members 
there were because she was 
aware that they did not get any 
tips while the restaurant was 
closed.

“I advised her we are 20 staff 
in total. After she paid for her 
goodies, she pulled out another 
card and said since there are 20 
staff members she’ll leave a tip of 
R20 000,” he said.

“I couldn’t believe what I 
was hearing. I even asked the 
customer on more than one 
occasion if she was 100% sure 
she wants to leave a R20 000 
tip, and she said yes every time I 
asked,” he added. Brown said that 
once the payment cleared, the 
customer asked him not to make 
a “big fuss” about it and simply 
left the store.

The staff were elated and many 
were relieved. “Some needed the 
money more than others, and this 
money came at the right time,” 
Brown said. He added that there 
were two members in managerial 

positions who opted not to take 
the money and to give their share 
to the rest of the staff.

He said: “The fact that our 
restaurant is still standing, and 
we [are] still be able to make a 
monthly income is a blessing. 
And for that we are eternally 
grateful.” The restaurant said 18 
staff members received R1 111.11 
each and were more than happy 
with the kind gesture.

Since the hardcore lockdown 
last year, Massimo’s has been 
running a soup kitchen, handing 
out food to those in need in the 
Hout Bay area. The restaurant 
now has its own soup kitchen 
that operates on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, when 
they hand out soup, pasta, garlic 
bread and focaccia to those in 
need.

“The pandemic has hit 
many businesses in the worst 
way possible and to show our 
gratitude to the many customers 
that still support the restaurant, 
we’ve decided to continue to give 
back to the community in these 
times,” Brown added.



Outstanding 

Meghan Markle’s gown 
by Givenchy ranked 
most popular wedding 
dress of current decade

 LONDON 

Meghan Markle’s gown designed 
by Givenchy’s Clare Waight Keller 
for the Duchess of Sussex’s 
wedding to Prince Harry in 2018 
has been ranked the most popular 
bridal outfit of the past decade, 
according to new research. 

Present specialists Find Me 
A Gift studied the numbers of 
celebrity bridal gown searches 
in the UK, compiling a list of the 
five most popular dresses worn 
since 2010, as reported by Tatler. 
Markle’s gown averaged 21,900 
searches per month since she 
wed Harry, while Catherine, the 
Duchess of Cambridge’s dress, 
has had about 21,500 monthly 
searches since her nuptials to 
Prince William in 2011.

Elegant and Audrey Hepburn-
esque, Markle’s dress caused 
quite a stir three years ago, with 
many speculating in the lead-up 
as to who might create it. The new 
royal chose Givenchy’s first female 
artistic director, who wowed with 
the boat neck dress with sculpted 
waist, which Waight Keller 
described as a “timeless piece” 
but that still conveyed modernity 
through its sleek cuts and lines.

It took a team of 50 people to 
create Kate Middleton’s gown, 
which was designed by Sarah 
Burton of Alexander McQueen. 
Lace details were overlaid on a 
sweetheart bodice and full skirt, 

with a train that trailed about 
three metres behind her.

The two royals were in a league 
of their own on the list, as coming 
in third was Hailey Bieber, who 
married pop star Justin Bieber 
in 2018 in a figure-hugging, off-
the-shoulder, low-backed lace 
gown designed by Virgil Abloh for 
Off-White. In comparison to the 
duchesses, Bieber received about 
5,800 monthly searches.

Fourth on the list was Ariana 
Grande, who wed property agent 
Dalton Gomez in an “intimate” 
ceremony this year. Her lily-
white, silk charmeuse strapless 
Vera Wang Haute Couture gown, 
which featured an empire waist 
and sculpted neckline, has gotten 
about 2,400 searches per month 
since the May wedding. English 
singer-songwriter Ellie Goulding 
came in fifth, as her custom-made 
Chloe gown that she wore to 
marry art dealer Caspar Jopling in 
2019 receives 1,600 searches per 
month.

The embroidered and 
handmade dress, which is said 
to have taken more than 640 
hours to make, was created by 
designer Natacha Ramsay-Levi. 
The ruffled high-necked gown had 
glass bead detailing and modest 
long sleeves. She also chose a 
traditional two-tiered veil, which 
was embroidered with the bride 
and groom’s initials.
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business news

Trashionable’ Indian weaver spins saris from bananas and pineapples

  ITV 

SUNDAY 18 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Movie rpt: Nzowa
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology	
21:15	 Mizengwe 
21:35	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: Laana
00:05	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
 
MONDAY 19 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera News 
12:30	 Mtego rpt
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:45 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:10	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin 
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00   	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:45	 Kesho leo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45 
22:00	 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 20 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo

8:55        Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30	 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00	 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru 
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30      Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania 

Yetu
21:40	 Chetu ni chetu
22:30	 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
23:00	 Habari	
23:30	 Chetu ni chetu
23:45   	 The Base
00:45	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 21 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30	 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00	 Al Jazeera 
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:30	 Ijue Sheria
19:00     Kipindi Maalum: TMDA	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30	 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15 	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
23:00      Habari

23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 22 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55       Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      Shamba lulu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania 

Yetu
13:55      Habari za saa
14:15	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi rpt
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 23 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55       Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     	 Isidingo
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30      Usafiri wako rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Jagina rpt
13:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:15   	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15      Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto

23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 24 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:15	 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Art and lifestyle 
21:30	 ITV TOP 10
22:10	 Isidingo rpt 	
00:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 25 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Movie rpt: Laana
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology	
21:15	 Mizengwe 
21:35	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: Who`s Back
00:05	 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) 

Wild Skin
 
                 
CAPITAL 
Sat 17 Aprl
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00B	 usiness edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt: The slave 

hunter
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death

17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie: Grindstone Road( tape 

no:5593)
23:00	 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 18 Aprl
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: The slave 

hunter
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 	 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 	 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00	 Shift
21:15	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 19 Aprl
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Eco@Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Beats of Love
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  20 Aprl
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to 

death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Jagina rpt
20:00 	 Series: Beats of Love

Sekar has a team of about 100 women, who earn their livelihood making natural yarns. 

NEW DELHI 

W
ithin the confines 
of a tin-roofed 
workshop in 
A n a k a p u t h u r , 

on the outskirts of Chennai in 
southern India, a frail-looking 
gentleman deftly scoops out 
strands of banana stem. C 
Sekar has consumption of a 
conscientious kind on his mind. 
“We weave fabric out of these 
banana strands,” he said. Sekar, 
58, is a third-generation weaver, 
and his team of about 100 women 
are part of a self-help group that 
works on looms in shifts.

Making trash fashionable
Every month, they produce up 

to 150 saris and 300 metres of fab-
ric, out of 500 discarded banana 
stems, innumerable fruit peels 
and plenty of other agricultural 
waste.

 “The quantity of food and agri-
cultural waste nudged us to inno-
vate and come up with alternative 
raw materials for producing yarn. 
I’ve been experimenting with 
various products for more than a 

decade,” he says. “For now, we’ve 
succeeded in producing a fabric 
with 60 per cent natural fibre, 
while cotton or silk make up the 
rest of it.”

Sekar and his team manually 
scrape and extract natural fibre 
from agricultural products such 
as banana stems, pineapple, 
aloe vera and hemp. The fibre is 
washed in cold water with added 
salt, dried and then knotted to be 
wound on a spindle and made into 
yarn.

Subsequently, depending on the 
client’s choice, the yarn is dyed 
using eco-friendly products such 
as coffee powder and turmeric, 
and mixed with cotton to weave 
elegant five or eight-metre saris, 
lungis (a type of sarong for men) 
and rolls of fabric. The team also 
treats the dyed fabric with herbs 
and cow dung to utilise their anti-
bacterial properties.

This sustainable innovation 
is as much a combination of art 
and science, as it is of passion and 
fashion. It has become a source of 
livelihood – and substantial profit 
– for many in the small town in the 

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

of Anakaputhur a much-
needed fillip, Sekar de-
cided to do something 
quirky but organic with 
the weaves.

“It all happened while 
I was flipping through 
the pages of a Tamil 
magazine, and read an 
episode from the Indian 
epic Ramayana, on Sita’s 
abduction,” he recalls. 
“During her time in Lan-
ka, not wanting to ask for 
a change of clothes from 
her abductor Ravana, Sita 
requests [the monkey 
god] Hanuman to get her 
vaazhai naaru [banana fi-
bre] and makes a sari out 
of it. This intrigued me as 
a weaver.”

The tale left such an 
impact on Sekar that he 
was motivated to experi-
ment with banana fibre, 
and slowly progressed to 
using other vegetables 
and fruits in combination 
with silk and cotton, an 

art he has perfected over 
the years.

The impact of fashion 
on the environment

“Cotton production 
consumes a lot of water, 
which we are conscious 
about, living in a water-
scarce region like Chen-
nai. So the need to find 
alternatives was another 
driving force apart from 
utilising agricultural 
waste,” Sekar says.

According to the UN En-
vironment Programme, 
the fashion industry is re-
sponsible for 20 per cent 
of global wastewater, 10 
per cent of carbon emis-
sions and huge amounts 
of plastic waste. About 60 
per cent of material made 
into clothing is plastic, 
which includes polyester, 
acrylic and nylon textiles 
that end up as microplas-
tics in oceans, putting a 
massive strain on the en-
vironment.

past decade. The community 
sells the natural fibre fabric 
and the saris they make from 
it to boutiques and high-end 
brands.

In the 1970s, Sekar saw his 
father, Chenchaiah, strug-
gle to make a living in what 
was a once-thriving vocation 
when there was an overnight 

ban on cloth imports to Nige-
ria, owing to a military coup 
there. This led to a decline in 
business over the decades, 
and Anakaputhur, which was 
once a prosperous textile 
hub – known for its Madras 
check-design handkerchiefs 
and bleeding Madras fabric, 
and with more than 5,000 

looms exporting handwoven 
clothing to Nigeria and other 
countries – dwindled into a 
lacklustre town of barely 100-
odd looms.

‘Ramayana’ to the rescue
In the early 2000s, with 

an urge to continue the rich 
legacy of his ancestors and 
give the weaver community 

Meghan Markle’s dress is the most searched-for wedding gown of the past 
decade, according to research done on search data in the UK

Eco-friendly 
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WORLD
Schools chaos sharpens 

case for boosters

China is ready to work with 
the Arab states to promote 
peace, cooperation and devel-
opment for mutual benefit and 
win-win results, President Xi 
Jinping said on Thursday.

Xi (pictured) made the re-
mark in a congratulatory 
message delivered to the fifth 
China-Arab States Expo, which 
opened on Thursday in Yinch-
uan, capital of the Ningxia Hui 
autonomous region.

He called on Arab states 
to work with China on high-
quality construction of the Belt 
and Road to take the strategic 
partnership between them to 
a higher level and jointly build 
the China-Arab states commu-
nity with a shared future for a 
new era. 

Designed as a platform for 
economic and financial coop-
eration as well as cultural and 
people-to-people exchanges, 
the expo, which closes on Sun-

day, is being held both online 
and offline under the theme of 
“strengthening trade and eco-
nomic cooperation and jointly 
building the Belt and Road”.

Pledging to promote eco-
nomic and trade cooperation 
between China and Arab coun-
tries, government officials, 
experts, and business leaders 
from both sides are bullish 
about the prospects for China-
Arab cooperation based on 
historical bonds and strong 
friendly ties, as well as the posi-
tive role played by these ties in 
assisting global recovery and 
growth.

Facing the pandemic and 
profound changes in the world, 
China and the Arab states need 
to join hands and seek common 
development more than ever, 
tap business opportunities 
and deepen cooperation, Qian 
Keming, China’s vice-minister 
of commerce, said at the open-

ing ceremony of the event.
“Together with Arab coun-

tries and based on current co-
operation, China is confident 
that the two sides’ cooperation 
in emerging sectors such as the 
digital economy, new energy 
and artificial intelligence will be 
broadened, raising China-Arab 
economic and trade coopera-
tion to a new level,” he said.

Kamal Hassan Ali, assistant 
secretary-general for economic 
affairs at the League of Arab 
States, said via video link that 
the Arab region has become 

one of the main areas covered 
by the Belt and Road Initiative, 
which he described as “a great 
global project”.

He also said China is widely 
popular in the Arab region and 
that China provides the most 
prominent experience that 
Arab countries can learn from 
to revitalize the economy after 
the pandemic. 

As of July, China has signed 
BRI cooperation documents 
with 19 Arab economies. China-
Arab energy cooperation has 
been deepening, while major 
projects in the fields of elec-
tricity, communication and 
industrial parks keep increas-
ing and cooperation has been 
advanced in areas such as nu-
clear energy, satellites and new 
energy, according to a report 
released at the expo.

China has become the largest 
trading partner of Arab coun-
tries, which are China’s largest 

overseas supplier of crude oil, 
thanks to their complementary 
trade structure, according to 
data from the ministry.

Bilateral trade totaled 
US$239.8 billion last year, while 
China’s exports to Arab coun-
tries grew by 2.2 percent year-
on-year to US$123.1 billion. Chi-
na’s direct investment in Arab 
countries amounted to US$20.1 
billion by 2020, while the lat-
ter’s investments in China to-
taled US$3.8 billion.

Thanks to the tangible 
growth of the BRI, China Rail-
way Construction Corp Ltd, 
a State-owned infrastructure 
project provider, plans to com-
plete construction of Rotana 
Hotels and Resorts in Dubai, 
the United Arab Emirates, a 
landmark hotel construction 
project worth 340 million dir-
hams (US$92.6 million), in Sep-
tember 2023.

		  Xinhua

China, Arab states eye more cooperation

According to official data re-
leased by the U.S., the first case of CO-
VID-19 infection in the country was 
reported on January 21, 2020, and the 
first death on February 29, 2020. 

However, studies found some public 
health incidents occurring in the coun-
try since the second half of 2019 highly 
suspicious. They believe that the novel 
coronavirus might have existed in the 
U.S. before the first COVID-19 infection 
was reported.

As stated by a May article published 
on Clinical Infectious Diseases, one of 
the most heavily cited journals in the 
fields of infectious diseases and micro-
biology, researchers from David Geffen 

School of Medicine at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, detected severe 
acute respiratory syndrome coronavi-
rus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) in 7 specimens from 
6 patients, dating back to mid-January. 

The researchers used a pooling strat-
egy to look for SARS-CoV-2 in remnant 
respiratory samples submitted for reg-
ular respiratory pathogen testing from 
symptomatic patients from November 
2019 to early March 2020. The earliest 
positive patient had no relevant travel 
history but did have a family member 
with similar symptoms.

The research presented strong evi-
dence of community spread of SARS-
CoV-2 in the Los Angeles area well be-

fore widespread diagnostic testing was 
performed in early 2020.

Nature Communications on June 8 
published an article by a research team 
from the Icahn School of Medicine at 
Mount Sinai.  The researchers utilized 
a sample pooling strategy to screen 
for previously undetected SARS-CoV-2 
in de-identified respiratory pathogen-
negative nasopharyngeal specimens 
from 3,040 patients across the Mount 
Sinai Health System in New York. 

The patients had been previously 
evaluated for respiratory symptoms or 
influenza-like illness during the first 10 
weeks of 2020. The researchers identi-
fied SARS-CoV2 RNA from specimens 

collected as early as 25 January 2020, 
and completed SARS-CoV-2 genome 
sequences from multiple pools of sam-
ples collected between late February 
and early March. 

The results provided evidence of 
sporadic SARS-CoV-2 infections a full 
month before both the first officially 
documented case and emergence of 
New York as a COVID-19 epicenter in 
March 2020.

According to a report published on 
the website of the National Institute 
of Health (NIH) of the U.S. on June 15, 
a new antibody test research jointly 
conducted by the NIH, University of 
California and Harvard Medical School 

checked specimens collected by the All 
of U.S. Research Program of the NIH, 
and found that COVID-19 infections 
took place in five U.S. states as early as 
December 2019.

With limited SARS-CoV-2 testing ca-
pacity in the U.S. at the start of the epi-
demic (January–March 2020), testing 
was focused on symptomatic patients 
with a travel history throughout Feb-
ruary, obscuring the picture of SARS-
CoV-2 seeding and community trans-
mission, the report said.

Of the 24,079 study participants 
with blood specimens from January 2 
to March 18, 2020, 9 were seropositive, 
and 7 before the first confirmed case 

in the states of Illinois, Massachusetts, 
Wisconsin, Pennsylvania, and Mis-
sissippi. The finding identified SARS-
CoV-2 infections weeks before the first 
recognized cases in the 5 U.S. states. 
The earliest positive sample was col-
lected on January 7, 2020 in Illinois. 
The median time from SARS-CoV-2 in-
fection to IgG antibody presence is 14 
days, so the finding suggested that the 
virus may have been present in Illinois 
as early as 24 December 2019.

The above finding was an expansion 
of a study published by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention on 
Clinical Infectious Diseases on Novem-
ber 30 last year.                 People’s Daily

COVID-19 may have existed in US before being officially reported

KAMPALA
Uganda on Thursday said 

it is continuing to decentralize 
cancer health care in the coun-
try as cases are on the increase.

The Uganda Cancer Institute 
(UCI) in a statement said there 
is an increasing burden of can-
cer. 

“It is estimated that for every 
100 new cases diagnosed, 80 of 
them die majorly because they 
come to our health facilities 
late,” the statement said. “This 
is mainly due to lack of access 
to cancer services within close 
proximity of the population,” 
it added. UCI figures show that 
annually, over 7,000 cases are 
registered at the Institute. 

The commonest cancers are 
breast and cervical cancers 
among women, leukemia and 
lymphomas among children, 
prostate among men and Ka-
posi’s sarcoma among men and 
women combined. 

“Sixty percent of these can-
cers are infection-related in 
Uganda. Unlike in the devel-
oped world, where cancers are 
majorly due to lifestyle chang-
es, here they are basically about 
infections,” the statement said.

In order to address the bur-
den, the ministry said several 
cancer services are being de-
centralized at least up to the 
regional level. 

A cancer center is being con-

structed in northern Uganda 
and upon completion and op-
erationalization, it will cater to 
treatment needs and also raise 
cancer awareness among the 
public and carry out research. 

The ministry said services 
would soon be extended to 
Mbarara, which serves western 
Uganda, Arua, which services 
northwestern Uganda, and 
Mbale, which serves the eastern 
part of the country. 

Previously patients were trav-
eling all the way to UCI in the 
capital Kampala to access care 
services. 

“As government we believe 
that this move will greatly im-
prove on access to cancer ser-

vices in our country. Our focus 
now as a country should be in 
creating cancer awareness so 
that people do not die with the 
disease because they had no 
idea that they had cancer,” the 
ministry said.

The UCI is also constructing 
the East Africa Oncology Cen-
ter of Excellency, which will 
increase the capacity for cancer 
care, training and research in 
the region. 

The ministry said currently 
198 cancer experts are being 
trained in different fields to 
diagnose and manage cancer, 
undertake cutting edge cancer 
research and offer training in 
cancer across the country. 

With support from the Afri-
can Development Bank, UCI is 
working on establishing a Na-
tional Reference Laboratory for 
Cancer which will improve can-
cer diagnosis and other non-
communicable diseases.

“Once this center is fully func-
tional, it will reduce the health 
revenue flight out of the East Af-
rican region as it is anticipated 
that individuals who have been 
seeking highly sophisticated 
cancer treatment in developed 
countries will come to the UCI,” 
the statement said. Govern-
ment has also stocked different 
cancer treatment drugs and 
machines at UCI as it strives to 
fight the cancers.           Xinhua

Uganda improves cancer health care as cases surge

SEOUL

A US nuclear envoy will 
visit the Republic of Korea 
(ROK) on Saturday to dis-
cuss the Korean Peninsula 
nuclear issue with his ROK 
counterpart, Seoul’s foreign 
ministry said  yesterday.

Sung Kim, US special rep-
resentative for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
(DPRK), is scheduled to make a four-day trip to ROK from 
Saturday to Tuesday. 

It would be his second visit to Seoul since he took office 
in May. The US diplomat made a five-day travel to ROK in 
June.

On Monday, Kim is set to meet with Noh Kyu-duk, ROK’s 
special representative for Korean Peninsula peace and 
security affairs, to discuss bilateral cooperative ways for 
a substantive progress in the complete denuclearization 
of and the permanent peace settlement on the peninsula.

During his June visit to Seoul, the US envoy said his 
country can meet with the DPRK “anywhere, anytime 
without preconditions”.

Denuclearization talks between the DPRK and the 
United States have been stalled since the second sum-
mit between top DPRK leader Kim Jong-un and former 
US President Donald Trump ended without agreement in 
February 2019 in the Vietnamese capital of Hanoi.

					     Agencies

US nuke envoy to visit ROK 
over denuclearisation

New York

As the United States confirmed plans 
on Wednesday to provide COVID-19 
booster shots this fall, the need for greater 
protection against the Delta variant of the 
coronavirus was evident with widespread 
disruptions hitting the country’s schools.

Tens of thousands of students across 
the country are quarantined or in isola-
tion because of the highly contagious 
variant. And hospitals are coming under 
strain again.

Under the plans announced by the ad-
ministration of US President Joe Biden on 
Wednesday, the booster shots would be 
administered about eight months after 
people received the second dose of vac-
cines from Moderna and the Pfizer-BioN-
Tech partnership.

The government said it is preparing to 
offer booster shots in the week starting on 
Sept 20, pending authorization from the 
Food and Drug Administration.

Initial doses will go to those who were 
fully vaccinated earliest in the vaccine 
rollout, including healthcare providers, 
residents of nursing homes and other 
long-term facilities, and other seniors.

The announcement on booster shots 
comes as the highly transmissible Delta 
variant accounts for at least 98.8 percent 
of COVID-19 cases, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention.

More children are becoming infected 
and ending up in hospitals. More than 90 
percent of COVID-19 cases affecting chil-
dren now are caused by the Delta variant, 
the centers said. Children under 12 are in-
eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine.

Quarantines are in effect in Arkansas, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Florida, Mississippi, South Carolina and 
Texas, and more are being announced vir-
tually every day as the Delta variant runs 
rampant, especially in states with low vac-
cination rates.

Under quarantine
Paul Byers, Mississippi’s state epidemi-

ologist, said on Tuesday that about 20,000 
students were under quarantine－4.5 per-
cent of the state’s public school popula-
tion. In Florida, as of Tuesday morning－a 
week after the start of classes－more than 
8,700 students and school employees 
were either in isolation because of a posi-
tive coronavirus test or in quarantine due 

to potential exposure.
Twelve states have imposed mask man-

dates in schools, as have the District of Co-
lumbia and Puerto Rico－a group that has 
grown in the past week. Nine states have 
banned school districts from imposing 
mask mandates.

“This is a matter of life and death,”Mike 
Siegel told USA Today. The parent of two 
elementary school students in Austin, Tex-
as, and a former Democratic congressio-
nal candidate, urged his county to require 
people to wear masks.

In Texas, Republican Governor Greg 
Abbott, who is fully vaccinated but has 
tested positive for the coronavirus, has is-
sued an executive order banning districts 
from mandating masks, though several are 
openly defying him.

The Paris Independent School District 
of about 4,000 students in northern Texas 
has made masks a part of its dress code for 
the academic year, hoping to exploit a pos-
sible loophole in Abbott’s ban.

In New York City, a vaccination 
mandate is facing a lawsuit. It re-
quires people to prove they have 
been vaccinated if they want to dine 
at indoor establishments.

A group of restaurants sued New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio on 
Tuesday over his executive order. 
The order took effect on Tuesday 
and also applies to gyms and indoor 
entertainment facilities, including 
theaters, museums and galleries. 
If restaurants don’t follow the re-
quirement, they will face a fine of 
US$1,000 starting from Sept 13.

The Independent Restaurant 
Owners Association Rescue and sev-
eral affected establishments asked 
for a permanent injunction against 
the requirement. They said it wasn’t 
narrowly tailored, didn’t allow for 
exceptions based on religious be-
liefs and unfairly targets some busi-
nesses.

Voylette Bell, 7, writes down and draws positive affirmations on poster board at P.S. 5 
Port Morris, a Bronx elementary school, on Tuesday in New York. AP

The United States’ polarized politics has accelerated 
the spread of misinformation about COVID-19 and under-
mined the country’s fight against the pandemic, research-
ers said.

Partisan affiliation has become a decisive factor for many 
people in determining their behavior and attitude toward 
the coronavirus, resulting in divisions among the public in 
carrying out epidemic prevention and control measures, 
said Jonathan Rothwell, principal economist at US consul-
tancy Gallup.

In addition, political divisions have also resulted in bad 
policymaking during the pandemic in the US, with politics 
taking precedence over facts and evidence, he said.

“Ideally, public health policy would be driven by theory 
and evidence, not the relative power of partisans,” he said 
in a report published on the website of the Brookings In-
stitution, a public policy organization in Washington, DC.

“State leaders have missed opportunities to adopt mask 
ordinances, limit gatherings in the most dangerous indoor 
spaces, and allow businesses to operate safely. Bad COVID 
policy, distorted by partisanship, has cost lives and jobs, as 
our work shows.”

Although the US has the most advanced technologies 
and some of the world’s best public health resources, the 
country has been hit the hardest by the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. More than 624,000 people have lost their lives to the 
disease.

Francis Collins, director of the US National Institutes of 
Health, said in an interview on Sunday that politics, po-
larization and misinformation are holding back COVID-19 
prevention and control efforts in the US. Even wearing a 
mask, a simple but effective method to prevent the spread 
of the virus, has become politicized, he said.

“If I have one thing I’m worried about, it’s not just the 
epidemic of COVID-19, it’s the epidemic of misinformation, 
disinformation, distrust that is tearing us apart,”Collins 
told the Fox News Sunday program.

“The most advanced technological society on the planet 
has somehow slipped into a space where the evidence and 
the basis for making decisions on facts has gotten pushed 
aside by politics, by social media conspiracies, and by this 
incredible depth of anger and grievance that seems to be 
held by so many”, he said.

Party interests
Mathias Osmundsen, an assistant professor in the De-

partment of Political Science at Aarhus University in Den-
mark, said that in a highly polarized political system, Re-
publicans and Democrats want to share with the public 
information that serves the interests of each party while 
denigrating opponents. This pattern helps to drive the 
spread of fake news.

Osmundsen and his colleagues examined the Twitter 
activity of a large sample of US users and found that the 
sharing of false news has less to do with ignorance than 
with partisan political affiliation and the news available to 
partisans for use in attacking their opponents.

“Both groups want to share politically congruent infor-
mation,” Osmundsen said in a research paper published 
on the Brookings website.

					     Agencies

US divisions prove 
fatal in pandemic
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world news

The Taliban met on Wednesday with former Af-
ghan president Hamid Karzai as the group seeks to 
form a new government in the war-torn country, 
with the international community calling for more 
talks and peace and stability in Afghanistan.

The meeting between the Taliban and the former 
Afghan leader came after Afghan President Moham-
mad Ashraf Ghani left the country following the Tali-
ban’s takeover of most parts of Afghanistan, includ-
ing the capital city of Kabul, on Sunday.

Karzai, who was the nation’s president from 2001 
to 2014, has been leading efforts to ensure a peaceful 
transfer of power in Afghanistan, according to media 
reports.

On Thursday, Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Muja-
hid posted on his Twitter account a picture of a flag 
and coat of arms, and announced the “declaration of 
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan on the occasion 
of the 102nd anniversary of the country’s indepen-
dence from British rule”.

China’s Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chu-
nying said on Thursday that China has been main-
taining communication and contact with the Afghan 
Taliban on the basis of respecting the sovereignty of 
the country and the will of various factions.

“We encourage and hope the Afghan Taliban can 
follow through its positive statements, unite with all 
parties and ethnic groups in Afghanistan, establish 
a broadly based, inclusive political framework that 
fits the national conditions and win public support 
through dialogue and consultation as soon as pos-
sible,” Hua said.

China also hopes the Afghan Taliban will imple-
ment moderate and prudent domestic and foreign 
policies, curb terrorism and criminal acts, and en-
sure a smooth transition so that people can be free 
from war and enjoy lasting peace, she said.

The spokeswoman called on the international 
community to jointly encourage and support all fac-
tions and ethnic groups in Afghanistan to engage in 
solidarity and cooperation in order to open a new 
chapter in the country’s history.

Hua added that she “noticed that some people 
have had saying they don’t trust the Afghan Taliban”.

“I want to say that nothing stays unchanged. When 
understanding and handling problems, we should 
adopt a holistic, interconnected and developmental 
dialectical approach. We should look at both the past 
and the present. We need to not only listen to what 
they say, but also look at what they do. If we do not 
keep pace with the times, but stick to a fixed mindset 
and ignore the development of the situation, we will 
never reach a conclusion that is in line with reality,” 
she said.

The spokeswoman said that the rapid evolution of 
the situation in Afghanistan also shows that there is 
a lack of objective judgment on the situation by the 
outside world as well as a failure to accurately under-
stand the opinions of the Afghan people.

“Certain Western countries should particularly 
draw a lesson from this,” Hua said.

On Wednesday, various countries called for re-
straint and peace in the war-torn country. Agencies

LHASA

The Tibet Autonomous Region celebrates the 70th 
anniversary of its peaceful liberation this year, a trium-
phant moment for its socialist system and governance 
that delivers a powerful message to Western politi-
cians who fail to acknowledge its enormous progress.

In 1951, the Agreement of the Central People’s Gov-
ernment and the Local Government of Tibet on Meas-
ures for the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet, known as the 
17-Article Agreement officially proclaimed the peaceful 
liberation of Tibet. 

That liberation, together with the epochal democrat-
ic reform in 1959, has helped Tibet cast away its regres-
sive, autocratic, and isolated past to embrace prosper-
ity and an open future. 

Nearly 3.65 million people live in the region, up 21.52 
percent from 2010. Over 86 percent of the population 
is Tibetan. Tibet’s average life expectancy increased 
from 35.5 years in 1951 to 71.1 years in 2019.

The region has more than 1,700 sites for Tibetan 
Buddhist activities with 46,000 monks and nuns. In an 
effort to preserve traditional Tibetan culture, the state 
and the region have invested over 5 billion yuan (770 
million U.S. dollars) in the renovation of cultural relics. 

Tibetan opera, Gesar, Lum medicinal bathing of 
Sowa Rigpa have been included in the UNESCO Intan-
gible Cultural Heritage List. 

Having eradicated absolute poverty, Tibet is in an ac-
celerated drive of economic development with mod-
ernized infrastructure. 

Tibet’s achievements should be sufficient to prompt 
certain individuals in the West to drop their fixation 
on the Shangri-La myth, which idealizes eternal theo-
cratic rule and a spiritual world, and sees any modern 
development as worthy of condemnation.

Tibet’s progress a powerful message for Western naysayersTaliban seeking to establish new govt

The new kinetic energy index of 
China’s economic development in 
2020 surged 35.3 percent to 440.3, 
said China’s National Bureau of Statis-
tics (NBS).

The new kinetic energy index, a 
statistical indicator system with new 
industries, new business formats and 
new business models as the main con-
tents, is used to reflect the develop-
ment trend and process of new eco-
nomic momentum. 

It is subdivided into network econ-
omy index, economic vitality index, 
innovation driven index, knowledge 
capability index, as well as transfor-
mation and upgrading index.

In 2020, the new kinetic energy 
index of China’s economic develop-
ment achieved rapid increase despite 
the shattering blow of the COVID-19 
epidemic, which mirrored the strong 
resilience and vitality of the Chinese 
economy and greatly supported Chi-
na’s high-quality economic develop-
ment, said Lyu Haiqi, head of the sta-
tistical research institute under the 
NBS.

Based on the new situation and 
characteristics of new industries, new 
business formats and new business 
models, the statistical index system 
of new kinetic energy was revised and 
improved this time. According to the 
revised index system, China’s new ki-
netic energy indexes of economic de-
velopment from 2015 to 2020 (taking 
that of 2014 as 100) were 119.6, 146.9, 
191.2, 257.9, 325.5 and 440.3, respec-
tively, increasing 19.6, 22.8, 30.2, 34.9, 
26.2, and 35.3 percent year on year.

In 2020, all sub-indexes of new ki-
netic energy increased compared 
with the previous year, among which 
the network economy index grew the 
fastest and contributed the most to 
the growth of the total index.

According to the NBS, the network 
economy index was 1,323.6, a year-on-
year increase of 54.8 percent, contrib-
uting 81.7 percent to the overall index 
growth.

The number of Internet users con-
tinued to grow in China. As of the end 
of 2020, China had nearly 1.35 billion 
mobile Internet users, an increase of 
2.3 percent from the previous year, 
and 480 million fixed broadband sub-
scriptions, up 7.6 percent year on year.

Besides, China’s mobile Internet 
traffic reached 165.6 billion gigabytes, 
1.36 times and 80.3 times that in 2019 

Over the past 70 years, leaving the dark ages behind, Tibet has 
replaced the cruel, feudal serfdom system with a socialist system, 
exercised regional ethnic autonomy, and carried out reform and 
opening-up along with the rest of the nation. 

As a region that occupies an important place in the nation’s 
security paradigm, Tibet receives significant attention from the 
central authorities, and massive assistance from other provinc-
es to boost its development. The central budget has funded key 
infrastructure projects in the region, including railways and air-
ports.

In order to maintain lasting stability and sustain development, 
Tibet steadfastly opposes secessionist plotting. The 14th Dalai 
Lama and his followers, supported by Western anti-China forces, 
have over the years continued attempting to promote “Tibetan 
independence” by provoking incidents that jeopardize peace and 
stability in Tibet. 

These political exiles, as well as certain Western politicians 

WASHINGTON

 A man who claimed 
to have a bomb in a 
pickup truck near the 
US Capitol surrendered 
to police on Thursday 
after a standoff that par-
alyzed a swath of Wash-
ington for more than five hours.

Capitol Police Chief J. Thomas Manger told report-
ers that the man, identified as Floyd Ray Roseberry, 
parked his vehicle on a sidewalk outside the US Li-
brary of Congress at about 9:15 am EDT (1315 GMT) 
and told an officer who approached him that he had 
a bomb while holding what appeared to be a detona-
tor.

Police shut down streets and evacuated nearby 
buildings as they negotiated with Roseberry, 49 (pic-
tured). 

“He gave up and did not resist and our folks were 
able to take him into custody without incident,” Man-
ger said.

Police said they found possible bomb-making ma-
terials, but no bomb, in the truck. Two law enforce-
ment sources, speaking on condition of anonymity, 
said it appeared Roseberry had acted alone.

A video livestreamed on Facebook showed Rose-
berry, a bald white man with a goatee, speaking in-
side a black truck parked on a sidewalk.

“The revolution’s on, it’s here,” Roseberry said in 
the video, while appearing to hold a large metal can-
nister on his lap. “I’m ready to die for the cause.”

His ex-wife, Crystal Roseberry, told Reuters that 
he had been diagnosed with schizophrenia and had 
threatened her with firearms in the past. She said she 
divorced him about eight years ago.

“He’s crazy. He pulled a gun on me and his sister, 
and shot at me numerous times,” said the woman. 

Facebook removed Roseberry’s profile and deacti-
vated the livestream after several hours.

Police said they did not know his motive.Federal 
agents raided his home in Grover, North Carolina, 
during the standoff in the US capital.

Neighbors described Roseberry as a Republican 
who was known to occasionally wear a red “MAGA” 
hat to show his support for former president Donald 
Trump. He also criticized Democrats on social media.

They said Roseberry would set off explosives in his 
yard and disrupt deer hunters by shooting his gun 
repeatedly. 

Benjamin Christopher told Reuters the explosions 
upset him and his wife, who both served in Afghani-
stan.

“Me and my wife, we’re both Afghanistan vets, and 
we have both been injured in Afghanistan via bombs, 
so it wasn’t sitting too well with my wife,” he said.

The drama in Washington unfolded in an area that 
had been surrounded by a high-security fence after 
a mob of Trump supporters stormed the Capitol on 
Jan 6. The fence was removed in mid-July.

				               Agencies

Police arrest man claiming to 
have bomb near US Capitol

KHARTOUM

Sudan’s Justice Minister 
Nasredeen Abdelbari said Sudan 
will expand cooperation with 
the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) to ensure trial of those ac-
cused of war crimes in the Dar-
fur region, including former 
President Omar al-Bashir, official 
SUNA news agency reported on 
Thursday.

Sudan signed six months ago 

a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) with the ICC regard-
ing the trial of Ali Muhammad 
Ali Abd-Al-Rahman, also known 
as Ali Kushayb, but the coop-
eration will expand to include 
three persons currently wanted 
by the court, including al-Bashir, 
former Interior Minister Ahmed 
Mohamed Haroun and former 
Defense Minister Abdul-Rahim 
Mohamed Hussein, Abdelbari 
was quoted as saying. In the 

past years, the ICC issued arrest 
warrants against the three for 
allegedly committing genocide, 
crimes against humanity, and 
war crimes in Darfur. 

Abdelbari said that the min-
istry has assigned personnel 
for the arrangements related to 
the cooperation with the ICC, 
under the decision by the Su-
danese Council of Ministers to 
hand over the three suspects to 
justice.

On Aug. 12, the Sudanese gov-
ernment and the ICC signed a 
MoU on the provision of infor-
mation and realization of justice 
for the victims of the conflict 
in Sudan’s Darfur region. The 
ICC demands Sudan hand over 
al-Bashir and two of his senior 
aides for trial, accusing them of 
allegedly committing war crimes 
and crimes against humanity in 
Darfur. On Aug. 3, the Sudanese 
cabinet approved a draft law to 

join the ICC Rome Statute, but 
this law will not be effective until 
approved by the interim parlia-
ment. Kushayb was a member 
of the government’s popular 
defense forces and commander 
of the Janjaweed militia in Dar-
fur from August 2003 to March 
2004. He served as a liaison be-
tween the government and the 
Janjaweed and allegedly partici-
pated in attacks against targeted 
groups. 		  Xinhua

Sudan to expand cooperation with ICC on trial of Darfur war crime suspects

and 2014, respectively.
As new business formats con-

tinuously emerged, telecommut-
ing, telemedicine, contactless 
delivery, and other businesses 
are more widely seen across 
the country. In 2020, Chinese e-
commerce platforms registered 
a turnover of 37.2 trillion yuan 
($5.74 trillion), an increase of 4.5 
percent from the previous year.

New types of consumption saw 
fast growth in China last year. 
The country’s online retail sales 
totaled 11.76 trillion yuan, up 10.9 
percent year on year after deduct-
ing price factors. “New online re-
tail formats have continuously 
taken shape and further expand-
ed consumption scenarios as new 
consumption demands appeared 
amid epidemic prevention and 
control,” Lyu pointed out.

Last year, China’s R&D expen-
diture accounted for 2.4 percent 
of the country’s GDP, up 0.16 per-
centage points from the previ-
ous year. The number of patents 
granted among every 10,000 
R&D personnel reached 4,639, a 
significant increase of 34.6 per-
cent compared with that in 2019 
and 2.1 times that of 2014.

Besides, the amount of deals 
concluded in the technology 
market reached 2.82 trillion yuan, 
an increase of 26.1 percent over 
the previous year, signaling rapid 
growth of the technology market.

The value added of new indus-
tries, new business formats and 
new business models made up 
about 17.08 percent of China’s 

GPD last year, said Long Haibo, 
a researcher at the Development 
Research Center of the State 
Council, adding that new kinetic 
energy of China’s economic de-
velopment gained momentum.

Coordinating epidemic preven-
tion and control and economic 
and social development, China 
was the first country in the world 
to have resumed work and pro-
duction and achieved positive 
economic growth, which is insep-
arable from the country’s imple-
mentation of its innovation-driv-
en development strategy, Long 
said.

By promoting the resumption 
of work and production with 
digitization and intelligence, and 
making industries more digi-
talized and intelligent during the 
resumption of work and produc-
tion, China is able to continuously 
optimize its economic structure, 
Long said.

Last year, China witnessed a 
rapid development of strategic 
emerging industries. The value 
added of the country’s strategic 
emerging industries accounted 
for 11.7 percent of its GDP, 0.2 per-
centage points higher than the 
previous year and 4.1 percentage 
points higher than that in 2014.

China has actively responded 
to the challenge brought by the 
epidemic, strengthened overall 
work planning, and introduced a 
series of policies and measures to 
support emerging industries, Lyu 
noted.

		  People’s Daily

and organizations, have launched a misin-
formation campaign targeting Tibet. They 
call liberation “repression” and demonize 
China’s policy in the region. Their cries of 
“cultural destruction” and “genocide” do 
not carry a shred of truth. 

Their frequent accusations regarding 
ethnic, religious, democratic and human 
rights issues are in fact driven by the idea 
of “Tibetan independence” to meddle in 
China’s domestic affairs. 

These narratives concerning Tibet reflect 
either sheer ignorance or hegemonistic 
thinking tied to imperialist aggressions in 
the region in the 19th and early 20th cen-
turies.

Since the 1980s, Western forces have 
played an active role in the outbreaks of 
unrest that have taken place in Tibet. 

China, with its ironclad resolve to safe-
guard national sovereignty and ethnic 
unity, will never allow the meddling hands 
attempting to play the “Tibet card” to turn 
the tables. 

And any secessionist attempts, which 
go against history and the common will 
of various ethnic groups in the region and 
the whole country, are doomed to failure. 
Under the leadership of the Communist 
Party of China, people in Tibet now live 
moderately prosperous lives, which would 
have been unimaginable before the region’s 
peaceful liberation. 

They are sure to create an even brighter 
future through unity, modernization drive 
and continued support from the central au-
thorities. 		  Xinhua

New kinetic energy of China’s economic 
development gains momentum

A high-speed maglev train with a designed top speed of 600 kilometers per 
hour rolls off the production line in Qingdao, east China’s Shandong province, 
July 20, 2021. It is the world’s first maglev transportation system that is able 
to run as fast as 600 kilometers per hour. File photo

BRAZZAVILLE

 West Africa has recorded its highest number of 
COVID-19 deaths since the pandemic, as several coun-
tries grapple with outbreaks of cholera, Ebola Virus 
Disease and Marburg Virus Disease that threaten to 
further strain emergency response capacity in the re-
gion, a World Health Organization (WHO) official said 
on Thursday.

“The outbreaks of viral hemorrhagic fevers, Mar-
burg and Ebola, at a time when COVID-19 cases are ris-
ing in a number of West African countries, highlights 
the multitude of challenges countries are facing in 
parallel to the pandemic,” said Matshidiso Moeti, WHO 
Regional Director for Africa. 

According to the WHO, COVID-19 fatalities in West 
Africa over the past four weeks increased by 193 per-
cent from 348 in the previous four weeks to 1,018 in the 
week ending on 15 August, a sign that health systems 
are feeling the strain of a heavy caseload.

West Africa’s health systems are even more fragile 
than those in other sub-regions. A WHO assessment 
of the functionality of health systems in West Africa 
found that they were 21 percent lower than in South-
ern Africa.

 “We are particularly concerned about West Africa 
and we can expect the pressure of COVID-19 to hit 
health services harder and faster,” said Moeti. “In addi-
tion to the strain of COVID-19, comes Ebola and other 
outbreaks. Fighting multiple outbreaks is a complex 
challenge.” 

Cote d’Ivoire declared an outbreak of Ebola on Au-
gust 14, the country’s first since 1994 in the commer-
cial capital of Abidjan. As of Wednesday, there was one 
confirmed case and three suspected cases that later 
tested negative. 

Six high-risk contacts have been quarantined and 131 
contacts listed. No deaths have yet been reported, as 
investigations are ongoing into the source of the out-
break.

On August 9, Guinea detected a case of Marburg vi-
rus disease, which is in the same family as Ebola. No 
new cases have since been recorded. A total of 173 con-
tacts have been identified. 

The Marburg virus, the first such outbreak in West 
Africa, was detected in a locality in southern Guinea 
close to the border with Liberia and Sierra Leone. It 
is also the same region where cases of the 2021 Ebola 
outbreak in Guinea as well as the 2014-2016 West Af-
rica outbreak were initially confirmed. Guinea is col-
laborating with Cote d’Ivoire on the investigation into 
the outbreak. 

As of Wednesday, 49 contacts have been listed in 
Guinea and health authorities are preparing to vacci-
nate high-risk contacts. 			   Xinhua

West Africa COVID-19 deaths surge 
amid Ebola and other outbreaks
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Simba SC’s players jubilate shortly after they had notched a goal against Al 
Merreikh of Sudan in the previous season’s CAF Champions League’s group 
stage tie, which took place in Dar es Salaam in March. Simba SC won 3-0. 
PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Tanzania’s players ought to learn from 
Miquisoinne, Chama and Kisinda’s sales          

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

F
OOTBALL analysts 
and fans in Tanzania 
have been discussing 
the sales of Simba SC 

midfielders, Clatous Chama, 
and Jose Luis Miquissone, and 
Yanga’s winger, Tuisila Kisinda.

Some went far by saying that 
these deals had a clause to re-
ward Simba SC and Yanga with 
pre-season camps in Morocco.

The clubs are impressed with 
the profits they have pocketed. 
The players have also rejoiced.

I think Chama is the happiest. 
Last season he negotiated with 
Simba over his new contract 
and he was given a huge sum 
on signing on fee to sign a new 
contract.

Then he will now be offered 
another signing fee for signing 
for the Moroccan club, RS Ber-
kane.

The North African football 
teams clubs usually offer a huge 
sum of signing fee to players.

After that the salaries are 
high. Chama, Kisinda, and 
Miquisoinne each are expected 
to be paid more than 25m/- 
a month by their respective 
Clubs.

That is a lot of money but 
remember that this fortune 
will go to Kisinda’s DR Congo, 
Miquissone’s Mozambique, and 
Chama’s Zambia.

Chama has, for instance, al-
ready sent money back home 
he received from his contract 
extension with Simba.

Domestic footballers have 
surprisingly not shown any ef-
fort to improve their game and 
get an opportunity for a profes-
sional stint elsewhere, none of 
them has been wanted by the 
big clubs in Africa.

The players are the ones who 
suffer from their ongoing prob-
lems of misconduct now and 
then.

They are wasting their time 
in the country by staying here 
and taking low salaries from 
their respective outfits.

So far Simon Msuva is the 
only local footballer earning a 
good salary in Morocco.

Msuva, now turning out for 
Morocco’s Wydad Athletic Club, 
deserves to be paid a lot of 
money for the type of club he 
currently plays for.

One cannot play Wydad AC 
and then less than 10m/- a 
month. He must be paid more 
than that.

Msuva went to Wydad as a 
star who excelled in Morocco 
Premier League with Difaa El 
Jadida.

It means his transfer has 
been expensive because of his 
efforts. I do not want to talk 
about the bonuses of winning 
the Moroccan championship 

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

FROM 2018 to date, Tanzania’s foot-
ball big guns, Simba SC, has gone 
through a period of grace due to the 
great success the club has achieved in 
continental and local competitions.

Simba SC has lifted four Mainland 
Premier League titles, two Azam Sports 
Federation Cup tournaments’ top hon-
ours, and four Community Shields.

Internationally, the team managed 
to reach the quarterfinals of the CAF 
Champions League twice and it was 
the 2018/2019 season when they were 
beaten by TP Mazembe 4-1 on aggre-
gate.

Simba came back to that stage last 
season and was stuck in front of South 
Africa’s Kaizer Chiefs, with the latter 
trouncing the former 4-3 on aggregate

By reaching the quarterfinals of the 
CAF Champions League twice, Simba 
has reaped a total of $ 1,300,000 (3bn/-
) as cash prize, thanks to their progres-
sion to the quarterfinal.

Simba has moreover earned $ 
560,000 (1.5 bn/-) also after selling two 

 Simba SC now enjoys success in Tanzania   

Former Yanga winger Tuisila Kisinda. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

last season. What else does he 
want?

I do not know what Tanzanian 
midfielder, Himid Mao, will be 
getting from Entag El-Harby in 
Egypt.

Mao, nevertheless, must be 
making more money than the 
amount he used to get at a time 
he turned out for Tanzania’s 
Azam FC.

Fortunately for him, he is still 
fighting and displaying good 
football in Egypt.

What is going on for the re-
maining local footballers? I have 
already said here the difference 
between natives and foreign 
professionals is just dedication.

Excessive use of force, high 
stamina, and a few others are 
what distinguish a Tanzanian 
player from a foreign player.

Today we have many play-
ers from outside the country 
and now we are bringing qual-
ity players who are using our 
league as a platform for landing 
opportunities for professional 
stints elsewhere.

It is not bad for our clubs. 
They make money. The problem 
is that local footballers, hardly 
compete for these opportunities 
to play in big clubs outside the 
country. I do not know how they 
feel.

It all begins in the local foot-
ballers’ teams. First of all, they 
do not get a chance to make it 
to the first choice sides but even 
those who do get a chance are 
playing in difficult positions.

For example, in North African 
teams, I do not see them buy 
many defenders.

This is the reason fullbacks 
Mohammed Hussein and 
Shomari Kapombe have contin-
ued to turn out for their side, 
Simba.

The North African teams love 
hard-working foreigners, such 
as central defenders, midfield-
ers, and forwards or wingers like 

Miquissone and Kisinda.
It will take a long time for full-

backs to land opportunities for 
professional stints elsewhere 
and unfortunately for us that is 
the area local footballers domi-
nate most at Simba.

The forward line turns out to 
be wildly exotic. Except for John 
Bocco, there is no local striker 
who is pushing himself to per-
form well.

And if Bocco hung up his 
boots, I do not know whether 
there is a local forward that can 
impress North African clubs.

Local strikers, Ditram Nchim-
bi, Charles Ilamfya, Waziri Ju-
nior, and others are helpless.

And even with the registration 
that has been done by Yanga and 
Simba, next window football fol-
lowers will hear either Simba’s 
Peter Banda or Yanga’s Fiston 
Mayele has been signed by one 
of the prominent teams outside 
the country.

They are the ones who will get 
the chance to play most of the 
time in the Premier League.

The first thing needed is for 
locals to work hard and land a 
place in their respective outfits’ 
first teams.

One cannot be seen when he 
is on the bench. Unfortunately, 
some local players are satisfied 
with sitting on the bench. They 
are not bothered by the situa-
tion.

We only see them show off on 
either Instagram or other social 
media while foreign profession-
als are proving their worth on 
the pitch.

What went wrong? I’m still 
baffled. What is it our players 
are facing? There are lots of rea-
sons.

Local footballers do not work 
hard in practice. That they do 
not train individually once team 
training has ended.

Domestic football lovers 
should ask themselves what 

A model showcases a creation by one of the East African fashion designers during a recent 
show which took place in Dar es Salaam. AGENCIES

By Pauline Julius, SJMC

 
SUMMER is the time of the year 

when there is hot weather and an ideal 
time that most people are on vacation 
and will always want to dress in a re-
laxing way.

The weather is also conducive to 
dress in a way that is comfortable and 
appealing.

Some of the wear includes fashion-
able sleeveless trendy wear for ladies 
during summer.

Although we wear what we want, 
we should also remember to be fancy 
and sexy and in a way that matches 
the weather so that we can look more 
trendy and attractive. 

Fancy and sexy dressing style can 
keep you out of a lot of sweat and pre-
vent unnecessary odour that can be 
produced by the body.

Not to forget that it can also give you 
the sense of trend, being the most up-
dated ‘fashionista’.

Therefore, the dressing is advised 
to be light. By light dressing, I mean 
dressing that will make you comfort-
able but much more ventilating.

This will keep you cheerful all day 
and comfortable with the hot weath-
er’s sunny days.

One can decide to wear a short and a 
fancy t-shirt and some sandals or rub-
bers.

Another trendy wear could be nice 
trousers or a cadet and a t-shirt.

Beach pants are also trendy and 
good-looking.

Flattering high-waisted bikinis are 
also taking over this summer.

According to the Pinterest blog, the 
fanciest clothes are those won to fit the 

occasion.
 The summer season wear, therefore, 

will be those that allow the exchange 
of air and good ventilation.

Most people especially of western 
origin love to wear biker shorts and 
lighter blouses or just bras that make 
them feel the air and good looking.

 One should not forget to mash-up 
his or her dressing with some sun-
glasses and or a hat to keep you from 
the direct rays of the sun.                  

 A fashionable trend of rattan bags, 
hats, and fancy sandals and outfits for 
summer.

 Some tips can make sure you dress 
right for the summer season. 

In an order of listing, they include 
avoid wearing tight clothing, wearing 
sleeveless or loose sleeved clothes es-
pecially blouses and shirts, wear light-
coloured clothes especially those that 
do not absorb light, minimize acces-
sories and choose breathable fabrics. 
This is for both men and women.

Some trendy men dressed in shorts 
and lighter clothes during summer. 

This is the most conducive dress 
code combined with hats and sun-
glasses. 

Unlike for African communities, de-
cency is strongly abided by.

Therefore, most of them will dress in 
clothes or outfits that cover most parts 
or all parts of the bodies which is not a 
bad thing but sometimes it does not fit 
the summer occasion.

Before leaving the house we have to 
make sure that this summer season is 
more inspiring to you than ever and 
gives you the gut to wear anything as 
long as you are comfortable with it. 
One should not fear anyone.

Suitable clothes for hot weather      

were the former players do-
ing exactly, what made them 
better?

Chris Mugalu is lately dis-
playing what former Simba 
attacker, Edward Chumila, 
had showcased in his hey-
day.

Either Fiston Mayele or Mi-
chael Sarpong is displaying 
what former Yanga striker, 
Mohammed Hussein, was 
showcasing fluently.

The problem is that the 
former players were smart 
and disciplined, much s they 
could not land professional 
stints elsewhere.

Local soccer players in re-
cent years have what it takes 
to play the sport outside the 
country but they are frus-
tratingly ending up on their 
respective clubs’ bench.

Hussein and his then team-
mate at Yanga, James Tunga-
raza alias ‘Boli Zozo’ were on 
the side’s bench, giving room 
for DR Congo’s Shabani Non-
da. Nonda ultimately left and 
went to Europe.

Hussein and Tungaraza 
remained in our land. Today 
the story is different. Local 
footballers do not even get a 
chance to play.

Let young local soccer 
players wake up and fight. 
Life is not lame. 

I hardly see Simba and 
Yanga stop looking for for-
eign players.

They have 12 spots for for-
eign players. The good thing 
for them is that they have 
the money to afford them.

One should review how 
keeper, Metacha Mnata, 
played on Yanga’s goal. And 
then he was benched, and 
he was later released by the 
club.

The goalie is a player most 
local soccer lovers used to 
consider as the number one 
goalkeeper at Yanga but now 
things have changed, Yanga 
has fallen for Mali’s number 
one goalkeeper, Djigui Di-
arra.

This is the way a local out-
fit showcases its flamboy-
ance. We do not know what 
will be Mnata’s next career 
move.

If the shot-stopper joins 
either Kinondoni Municipal 
Council FC or Polisi Tanza-
nia, will local soccer fans ex-
pect the North African out-
fits to see him there?

This is our problem. Even 
when midfielder, Jonas 
Mkude, found himself in 
trouble at Simba and got sus-
pended, then the North Af-
rican sides could easily see 
Ugandan midfielder Tadeo 
Lwanga instead of Mkude 
who was at home.

of its key players, Luis Miquis-
sone, who sealed a move to 
Egypt’s Al Ahly for $ 1 million 
(2.3 bn/-) and Clatous Chama, 
sold to Morocco’s RS Berkane for 
$ 600,000 (1.4 bn/-).

If one sums up the amount 
of money Simba has harvested 

over the past three years by 
reaching the quarterfinals twice 
and selling the Chama and Miqu-
issone, the team will have raised 
6.7 bn/-.

With Simba raking in 6.7bn/-, 
the side can use the cash to fi-
nance its operation for just one 

season due to the rising value of 
the team, also if it decides to use 
it for other uses, it can do a vari-
ety of development projects.

 Five stadiums
Gwambina Stadium in Misung-

wi District, Mwanza, has been 
built at a cost of about 900m/- 
with a natural grass playing area, 
stands that accommodate about 
11,000 fans and a car parking 
area.

With the large sum of cash that 
Simba has accumulated within 
three years, they can build five 
stadiums with the same capacity 
and remain with discretionary 
income that they can carry out 
other activities.

Hostel for players
 Azam FC is the only local foot-

ball outfit with the most modern 
hostels used by their senior and 
junior teams.

The outfit also has a state-of-
the-art swimming pool and gym, 

dining hall, and conference hall.
It is estimated that the con-

struction of the hostels has cost 
Azam FC 2bn/-.

This means with 6.7bn/-, Simba 
could build hostels in three dif-
ferent prestigious venues similar 
to the existing Azam Complex.

It is estimated that one three-
star hotel could cost 3bn/- as low 
cost.

Simba could decide to build 
two three-star hotels and turn 
them into a sustainable source of 
income for the club.

Modern Academy
The Tanzania Football Federa-

tion (TFF) is building two major 
football centers, one in Kigam-
boni, Dar es Salaam and another 
in Tanga, at a total cost of 9bn/-.

The facilities will have artifi-
cial and natural grass training 
grounds, hostels, swimming 
pools, dining halls, conference 
halls, and lounge areas.

With 6.7bn/- that Simba raked 

in within three years, the club 
could build one big football 
center and make football invest-
ments for youngsters who could 
later be sold and help the club 
earn a huge amount of money.

Former Simba striker, Musa 
Hassan ‘Mgosi’, said: “Football is 
business which results in a lot of 
money.”

Hassan added: ‘’If you see such 
success then you should know 
the investment that Simba’s 
Board of Directors Chairman, 
Mohammed Dewji, and the club 
have made is paying off, so, I be-
lieve in the next few years we will 
make even greater strides.’’

Various stakeholders have 
stressed that Simba’s investment, 
as well as the side’s ability to ful-
fil its goals, have brought the club 
to where it is.

60 Passengers’ Buses
 One modern bus with 40 seats 

costs about 104m/-, so Simba can 
buy a total of 62 buses and run a 
transport business that can earn 
the club a lot more money than it 
earned in three years.
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Is there a Premier League ‘Big Six’ anymore? 
BARCELONA

BARCELONA face Athletic Bilbao on Saturday in 
their first away match since the departure of Lio-
nel Messi, hoping to back up a promising La Liga 
opener last weekend, while Real Madrid and Atlet-
ico Madrid also look to notch second straight wins.

Ronald Koeman’s Barca beat Real Sociedad 4-2 
last weekend despite the shock of seeing Messi 
leave for Paris Saint-Germain.

The Catalan giants are also still without injured 
winger Ousmane Dembele and close-season arrival 
Sergio Aguero as they look to rebuild despite be-
ing saddled with debt and only finishing third last 
season.

Koeman did win his first major trophy as Barca 
boss last term, his side thrashing Athletic Bilbao 
4-0 in a Copa del Rey final in which Messi scored 
twice.

Martin Braithwaite stepped into the six-time Bal-
lon d’Or winner’s shoes last Sunday by grabbing a 
brace, while Memphis Depay impressed on his de-
but after joining from Lyon.

Koeman admitted after the win over Sociedad 
that other players in his team need to step up with-
out Messi -- who scored 38 goals in his final Barca 
season.

“We no longer have a player who can decide the 
fate of matches on his own -- now it will be a collec-
tive effort,” said the Dutchman.

Instability at the Camp Nou is also rampant off 
the pitch, with president Joan Laporta on Monday 
saying the club’s financial problems are “worry-
ing”.

He revealed that Barcelona’s debts stand at 1.35 
billion euros ($1.58 billion) and that their wage bill 
is at least 25 percent higher than their competitors 
at 617 million euros.

Philippe Coutinho, among those high earners, 
was not part of the matchday squad against So-
ciedad and has been linked with a return to the 
Premier League -- where he previously starred for 
Liverpool.

AFP

Barcelona continue post-
Messi era after strong start

Could there soon be a split among the Premier League’s Big Six clubs? (Agencies)

By James Olley, Senior Writer, 
ESPN FC 

S
LIPPED quietly 
into the argu-
ments promot-
ing the forma-

tion of April’s doomed 
European Super League 
was a suggestion that the 
Premier League’s “Big 
Six” were all on board. 

Manchester City, Liv-
erpool, Manchester Unit-
ed, Chelsea, Arsenal and 
Tottenham Hotspur all 
signed up for the proj-
ect that collapsed in a 
matter of days, as fans 
across Europe voiced 
their anger at the sheer 
arrogance of a plan to 
sacrifice genuine compe-
tition for unprecedented 
financial gain.

The idea that “found-
ing member clubs” could 
never be relegated was 
partly predicated upon 
the presumption that 
an impregnable hierar-
chy already existed in 
each of the big European 
leagues. 

Few could argue that 
Man City, Liverpool, Man 
United and Chelsea still 
stand at the vanguard of 
Premier League football, 
but the presence of Ar-
senal and Tottenham in 
the Super League’s Eng-
lish sextet was palpably 
based more on pedigree 
(and let’s be frank, rev-
enue) than recent sport-
ing performance.

There was a split 
among the Premier 
League clubs along a 
clear fault line: those 
whose power and influ-
ence were required to 
give the Super League 
credibility, and others 
who felt they couldn’t 
afford to be left behind. 
The financial effects of 
COVID-19 are shifting the 
landscape further still, 
as certain clubs exploit 
the vulnerabilities of 
others to reinforce their 
position.

So, is it time to re-
define or abandon the 
concept of a “Big Six” en-
tirely? 

It is a moniker that per-
haps has its modern-day 
roots in the inception of 
the Premier League it-

wondrous outlier), Ever-
ton’s fourth-place finish 
in 2005 and Newcastle 
United’s third in 2003. 

Roman Abramovich’s 
Chelsea and Sheikh 
Mansour’s Man City 
gatecrashed that order 
through expensive take-
overs in 2003 and 2008 
respectively, essentially 
buying a seat at the top 
table with owners who 
are now well-placed to 
help offset the impacts 
on revenues of the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Given the COVID-19 
pandemic, UEFA have 
relaxed their Financial 
Fair Play rules by 
allowing the 2020 and 
2021 financial years to be 
assessed as one period 
and taking an average of 
the combined debts over 
those two years. 

The wiggle room 
created by these and 
other measures has 
enabled Man City to 
spend £100 million 
to sign Jack Grealish 
from Aston Villa while 
pursuing an even bigger 
deal for Tottenham 
captain Harry Kane. 

Chelsea have smashed 
their transfer record 
to sign Romelu Lukaku 
from Internazionale for 
£97.5m, with the Serie A 
club forced to undergo 
a firesale resulting from 
a collapse in revenues 
over the past year 
despite winning the 
league for the first time 
in a decade.

Manchester United’s 
status as one of the big-
gest revenue genera-
tors in world football 

is in part founded on 
ferocious commercial 
capabilities that have 
survived relatively well 
during the pandemic, 
allowing them to spend 
£73m on Jadon Sancho 
and a further £34m on 
Raphael Varane. 

Liverpool are yet to 
enter the market in a 
meaningful way beyond 
the £36m acquisition of 
Ibrahima Konate from 
RB Leipzig, but they’ve 
committed significant 
sums to wages with long-
term contract renewals 
for Alisson, Fabinho, 
Trent Alexander-Arnold 
and Virgil van Dijk, 
with potentially the 
biggest extension yet -- 
Mohamed Salah -- still to 
come.

These four clubs con-
sequently look best 
placed to challenge for 
the 2021-22 Premier 
League title while the 
other two members of 
the “Big Six” are looking 
to stave off decline.

Spurs continue to face 
a fight to keep Kane 
in north London, with 
head coach Nuno Espiri-
to Santo aiming to halt a 
decline that began at the 
end of the Mauricio Po-
chettino era, and which 
Jose Mourinho was un-
able to prevent. 

Tottenham were 
among the hardest hit 
by the pandemic in fi-
nancial terms, becoming 
the first club to take ad-
vantage of a government 
scheme that gave them 
access to a £175m loan 
from the Bank of Eng-
land. 

self, when the country’s 
leading clubs came to-
gether to form a break-
away league, frustrated 
by the lack of money in 
the game.

The “Big Five,” as they 
were known in the late-
1980s and early-1990s, 
were Arsenal, Totten-
ham, Manchester United, 
Liverpool and Everton. 
Representatives of this 
quintet met at a now-
infamous secret dinner 
with then-television-
executive Greg Dyke in 
October 1990, which 
led to the formation of 
the Premier League less 
than two years later.

As the Premier League 
became a global phe-
nomenon in the years 
that followed, the Cham-
pions League expanded 
to the extent that by 
1999, four teams from 
the top three leagues 
(according to UEFA’s 
rankings) were allowed 
to compete. That didn’t 
happen in England un-
til the Premier League’s 
coefficient was high 
enough in 2002, and giv-
en the revenues on offer 
from European compe-
tition, the top four had 
strong claims of being 
the “Big Four” each year.

Those top four spots 
have been shared by 
Chelsea, Man City, Liv-
erpool, Man United, 
Spurs and Arsenal every 
year since, aside from 
Leicester City’s stun-
ning 2016 title success 
(an achievement that 
looks more remarkable 
with each passing sea-
son, it stands as the most 

 MILAN

JOSE Mourinho is the biggest name to arrive on 
a Serie A bench this summer but the once Special 
One’s shock move to Roma is one of 12 managerial 
changes in Italy’s top flight in a chaotic summer.

AFP Sport picks out the key new faces leading 
the country’s top clubs.

Jose Mourinho (Roma)
The two-time Champions League winner’s arriv-

al came like a bolt from the blue for Roma’s trophy-
starved supporters, who reacted to the shock ap-
pointment as though they had signed a superstar 
striker.

The Portuguese’s stock might have fallen in Eng-
land after underwhelming spells at Manchester 
United and Tottenham Hotspur but memories of 
his historic treble at Inter Milan over a decade ago 
mean he is still widely respected in Italy.

He admits that Roma is a rebuilding project 
and will need all his managerial experience to get 
Roma back into the Champions League places in 
the face of stiff competition.

Massimiliano Allegri ( Juventus)
Allegri returns to the scene of his greatest tri-

umphs after two years out of the game, and is one 
of three big coaching names to retake their place 
on the sidelines.

Juve only earned qualification for the Champi-
ons League on the final day of last season, an un-
inspiring campaign under former player Andrea 
Pirlo, and Allegri will be looking to continue his 
streak of league titles after guiding the Old Lady 
to four straight league and cup doubles between 
2015 and 2019.

A pragmatic coach rather than an ideological 
one, he was also responsible for rebuilding Juve’s 
reputation in Europe, adding to domestic domi-
nance by taking them to two Champions League 
finals.

Simone Inzaghi (Inter Milan)
The Lazio legend jumped into the huge whole 

left by Antonio Conte and has a job on his hands to 
defend Inter’s Serie A title after the departures of 
Romelu Lukaku and Achraf Hakimi, as the champi-
ons try to cut costs and balance the books.

However five years keeping his former club com-
petitive on a relatively low budget, winning an Ital-
ian Cup and taking them back into the Champions 
League for the first time in 13 years, will have been 
good preparation for a high-pressure role at a huge 
club that’s had a difficult summer.

Luciano Spalletti (Napoli)
Spalletti is one of most recognisable characters 

in Italian football, his outgoing personality and 
sometimes odd outbursts often overshadowing his 
capabilities as a coach.

He qualified Inter Milan for the Champions 
League in each of his two seasons there before be-
ing sacked in 2019, and is the only coach in the last 
20 years to bring any silverware to Roma.

The 62-year-old inherits a talented squad which 
missed out on Europe’s top competition by a single 
point and Napoli will again be a serious contender 
for the top four positions. AFP

Mourinho leads the 
Serie A manager 
merry-go-round

They had also opened 
their £1 billion stadium, 
created to transform 
their revenues based 
on live events, less than 
a year before COVID-19 
put a stop to any form of 
mass gatherings for most 
of 2020 and beyond.

Cynics pointed out 
that Spurs’ inclusion in 
the Super League came 
despite them not win-
ning a trophy of any de-
scription since 2008, but 
they sit ninth in financial 
experts Deloitte’s Money 
League for revenue gen-
erated in the 2019-20 
season. (For reference, 
11 of the 12 “breakaway” 
teams were in the top 14 
of this particular table, 
and it would have been 
a clean sweep had Bay-
ern Munich in third, 
Paris Saint-Germain in 
seventh and Borussia 
Dortmund in 12th all not 
rejected an invitation to 
join.)

Significantly, despite 
the Premier League ful-
filling all fixtures during 
the pandemic -- unlike 
France’s Ligue 1 -- it was 
not immune to collective 
financial pain. Deloitte 
reported in July that 
the combined European 
football market con-
tracted by 13% in 2019-
20, with a first reduction 
in revenues since the 
global financial crash of 
2008.

Premier League clubs’ 
revenue also fell for 
the first time ever from 
a record of £5.2bn to 
£4.5bn. More than half 
of the 20 teams reported 
an operating loss, and 
aggregate operating 
profits declined from 
£782m to just £55m. 

Combined pre-tax 
losses totalled £966m; 
challengers well below 
the “Big Six” may feel the 
top sides are about to 
disappear further onto 
the horizon.

Within that group, 
however, Chelsea and 
Man City are among the 
handful of clubs who 
have sensed an opportu-
nity to strengthen their 
position by exploiting 
this slump through their 
own robust financial 

reserves. But Spurs are 
among those trying to 
stay afloat, with north 
London rivals Arsenal in 
a similar boat.

The Gunners are 
facing a season without 
European football for 
the first time in 25 years. 
They have invested 
significant sums on 
upgrading their squad, 
including £50m on 
defender Ben White 
from Brighton & Hove 
Albion, but are facing a 
need to generate cash by 
transferring players out 
of the club as they enter 
the final fortnight of the 
window.

The sheer financial 
power of the Premier 
League has created envy 
among many leading 
clubs in other countries 
that, combined with a 
frustration at UEFA’s 
unwillingness to reshape 
the Champions League 
to their greater benefit, 
led to the pursuit of a 
Super League in the first 
place. 

Only the most naive 
observers would think 
that threat is over, even 
after April’s collapsed 
attempt. But the split 
between the haves and 
the have-nots could yet 
run through England’s 
“Big Six” if the right 
business decisions are 
not made in the coming 
weeks and months.

The Premier League’s 
relatively even distribu-
tion of its television rev-
enue continues to help 
empower others, includ-
ing West Ham United 
and Leicester, to break 
the mould. Both will 
hope to improve on fifth- 
and sixth-place finishes, 
respectively, as for 2020-
21 at least, they shook 
up the “Big Six.” Everton 
also have renewed hope 
under Rafa Benitez.

Their challenge is to 
break the top four af-
ter a summer in which 
Man City, Chelsea, Man 
United and Liverpool 
have sought to tighten 
their grip. It is perhaps 
the enduring appeal of 
the Premier League that 
nothing feels certain.

 

 LONDON

ARSENAL’s miserable start to the Premier League 
season could get even worse as Chelsea unleash re-
cord signing Romelu Lukaku for his debut tomorrow, 
while Liverpool and Manchester United look to build 
on a promising start to their title challenge.

Lukaku has returned to Stamford Bridge, seven 
years after his first spell at Chelsea came to an end, 
for a £97 million fee ($133 million) after leading Inter 
Milan to the Serie A title last season.

The Blues believe the Belgian striker can be the 
final weapon needed to turn a squad that already 
won the Champions League last season into Premier 
League title contenders.

Lukaku is already in the top 20 all-time Premier 
League goalscorers with 113 to his name for West 
Brom, Everton and Manchester United.

But after an unhappy end to his time at United, the 
28-year-old’s game went to new levels in two seasons 
in Italy.

“I think I’ve learned much more about myself, 
setting higher standards for myself,” said Lukaku on 
what his changed in his two years since leaving the 
Premier League.

“As a player I’ve become more complete because 
the game in Italy is tighter spaces, much more 
technical and tactical, which helped me a lot.”

Arsenal could also have two new recruits regis-
tered in time for Sunday with goalkeeper Aaron 
Ramsdale and midfielder Martin Odegaard set to join 
the Gunners.

Those two signings would take Arsenal’s spending 
for the transfer window above Chelsea’s after the 
arrivals of £50 million defender Ben White, Albert 
Sambi Lokonga and Nuno Tavares.

That level of investment has come as a surprise 
with Arsenal facing up to a fifth consecutive season 
without the riches of Champions League football.

Manager Mikel Arteta is therefore under pressure 
to turn that backing into results after a 2-0 defeat to 
newly-promoted Brentford to open the new season.

After the visit of the European champions, Arse-

nal travel to Manchester 
City next weekend and 
face heading into the 
September international 
break without a single 
point from their opening 
three games unless they 
can spring a surprise.

- City still waiting for 
Kane -

City’s title defence got 
off to a faltering start 
with a 1-0 defeat to Tot-
tenham last weekend 
with the future of Harry 
Kane still hanging over 
both clubs.

According to reports, 
Kane remains unhap-
py at Spurs chairman 
Daniel Levy’s stubborn 
stance to not negotiate 

with City despite the 
English champions’ will-
ingness to break the Pre-
mier League transfer re-
cord for the second time 
this month.

City’s bid for the 
England captain could 
go as high as £150 
million before the 
window closes, but Pep 
Guardiola will have to 
continue without the 
number nine he craves 
for Saturday’s visit of 
Norwich.

Guardiola’s men 
should be much stronger 
for an extra week’s 
training with the likes of 
Kevin De Bruyne, John 
Stones, Kyle Walker, 

Rodrigo, Oleksandr 
Zinchenko and Aymeric 
Laporte in contention 
after starting on the 
bench against Spurs 
due to their limited pre-
season after reaching 
the latter stages of Euro 
2020.

- Full house at Anfield -
Liverpool saw off Nor-

wich comfortably last 
weekend as Virgil Van 
Dijk make his return 
from a cruciate ligament 
injury that derailed the 
Reds last season.

The nadir of a diffi-
cult campaign for Jurgen 
Klopp’s men was a run of 
six straight home league 
defeats that began with 

defeat to Burnley in Jan-
uary.

Sean Dyche’s men re-
turn to Anfield in very 
different circumstances 
this weekend in front of 
the first full house for a 
Premier League game 
since before Liverpool 
ended a 30-year wait to 
win the title in 2020.

In front of a home 
crowd, Klopp’s side have 
not lost a league game 
since 2017.

United will also be 
confident of building on 
their opening 5-1 win 
over Leeds when the Red 
Devils travel to South-
ampton on Sunday.

 AFP

Chelsea to unleash Lukaku on underachieving Arsenal



 

Committee, Suma 
Mwaitenda, said ‘Wananchi 
Week’ signifies the 
conclusion of last season 
(2020/21) and the start of a 
new season (2021/22).

 Mwaitenda revealed the 
‘Wananchi Week’ further 
targets to introduce Yanga’s 
players and technical bench 
to the club’s followers 
towards the new season.

 Yanga, moreover, aims 
at using the week to 
introduce the outfit’s entire 
secretariat, youth teams’ 
players, and the women’s 
team, Yanga Princesses.

 Yanga’s leadership said 

that the main reason for not 
planning to introduce the 
outfit’s new season jerseys 
at the launch of ‘Mwananchi 
Day’ on August 22 is to avoid 
kits’ duplication.

 The club hopes to officially 
launch ‘Mwananchi Day’ in 
Zanzibar but will not unveil 
the club’s jerseys until the 
event’s conclusion in Dar es 
Salaam on August 29.

 Yanga Acting Secretary-
General, CPA Haji Mfikirwa, 
said the jerseys are ready 
but the outfit will officially 
introduce them at the end 
of the ‘Mwananchi Day’.

 Mfikirwa asked football 

stakeholders, the police 
force, Tanzania Revenue 
Authority (TRA), and the 
government to help the 
club deal with people and 
companies that make fake 
jerseys for the club.

 The official stated Yanga 
usually delays launching the 
outfit’s new jerseys to deal 
with people who sell fake 
jerseys.

 “You know if we say let’s 
make our jerseys known 
then automatically there 
are people who will sell fake 
jerseys,’’ Mfikirwa disclosed.

 Mfikirwa said the new 
season’s jerseys will have 

the same standards as last 
season and they will make 
sure every Yanga fan gets 
them.

 “The new ones now used 
by players in preparation 
for the new season are 
there and we have kits 
for competitions that are 
different from those used 
in preparations,” the official 
noted.

 The official disclosed: 
“We are appealing to the 
security services to join us 
in ensuring that we end this 
criminal activity because 
those who sell and wear the 
fake jerseys are criminals.”

Is there a Premier 
League ‘Big Six’ 
anymore?
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Yanga to host ‘Mwananchi Day’ on August 29  

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

  

Y
ANGA manage-
ment has an-
nounced that the 
‘Mwananchi Day’, 

which concludes a week of 
social activities done by the 
club’s leadership, members, 
and fans, is expected to be 
held at Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium in Dar es Salaam on Au-
gust 29.

 The ‘Mwananchi Day’, 
according to the side’s 
officials, is set to be launched 
in Zanzibar on Sunday.

 Ahead of the week, known 
as ‘Wananchi Week’, there 
will be community reha-
bilitation activities involving 
Yanga’s leadership, players, 
members, and followers.

 They will take part in vari-
ous events, including donat-
ing blood, cleaning, and 
providing assistance to the 
needy.

 Zanzibar’s Second Vice-
President, Hemed Suleiman 
Abdulla, is set to serve as 
guest of honour at the launch 
of ‘Mwananchi Week’.

 Yanga’s Chairman of 
the outfit’s Motivation 
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Yanga’s midfielder, Deus Kaseke (2nd R), and fullback, Paul Godfrey, take part in training with their teammates in Morocco on Tuesday to shape 
up for the next season’s local and continental tournaments. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA 

Zambia climbs 
FIFA Rankings 
ahead of 2021 
COSAFA Women’s 
Championship
 LUSAKA

ZAMBIA has climbed a massive 10 places in the 
latest FIFA Women’s World Rankings released on 
Friday, the biggest jump of any of the 168 countries 
on the list.

The team’s ranking points have been boosted 
by their excellent showing at the Tokyo Olympics, 
where defeats against powerhouses, Netherlands, 
and Brazil, were coupled with a thrilling 4-4 draw 
against 17th-ranked China.

Zambia has shot up to number 94 in the world, 
which is just shy of their record high of 92 in 2009.

A good showing at the 2021 COSAFA Women’s 
Championship in Nelson Mandela Bay next month 
could see them hit a new top mark.

They are also ranked at number 12 in Africa, and 
second in the COSAFA region behind South Africa.

Banyana Banyana has remained static at number 
55 in the world and third on the continent behind 
Nigeria and Cameroon.

Among the other teams that will be at the CO-
SAFA Women’s Championship, Zimbabwe remains 
at 119 in the world (and 17 in Africa), with Angola 
at 127 (18) and East African guest nation Tanzania 
next at 142 (22).

Just behind them are Namibia at 146 (23) and Ma-
lawi at 149 (24), with Botswana next on 154 (26).

One place further back is another East African 
guest nation, Uganda, on 154th spot (27), followed 
by Eswatini on 157th spot (29).

The remaining side on the list that will be in Nel-
son Mandela Bay, is Mozambique, which is posi-
tioned at number 159 (30).

South Sudan, another of the guest nations to take 
part, has not played enough international matches 
yet to receive a ranking. They only debuted on the 
global stage in 2019.

There will be plenty of opportunities for teams to 
improve their rankings in the coming months.

Aside from the eagerly anticipated COSAFA Wom-
en’s Championship, several teams will be involved 
in friendly games in the coming FIFA international 
windows, while there is also the scheduled start of 
the qualifiers for the 2022 Women’s Africa Cup of 
Nations in October. AGENCIES

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Biashara United to host CAF Confederation 
Cup home matches at CCM Kirumba Stadium 

Biashara United FC’s footballers participate in training in Mara recently to shape up for the 
previous season’s Mainland Premier League fixtures. PHOTO: COURTESY OF BIASHARA 
UNITED

By Correspondent Ismail 

Tano

MARA’s Biashara 
United has chosen to 
use the CCM Kirumba 
Stadium in Mwanza 
as the home ground 
for this season’s CAF 
Confederation Cup’s 
duels.

 The team, which 
will be taking part 
in the tournament 
for the first time, is 
scheduled to start in 
the preliminary round.

 Biashara United will 
lock horns with FC 
Dikhil of Djibouti in 
the preliminary stage.

 The two sides’ first 
match will be played 
between September 
10-12, with a re-match 
has bee slated for Sep-
tember 17-19 this year.

 Biashara United’s 
Chairman, Seleman 
Mataso, said that they 
have already submit-
ted a letter to Tanzania 
Football Federation 

(TFF) informing the lat-
ter o the decision.

 According to the of-
ficial, they received all 
the blessings from the 
management of CCM Ki-

rumba Stadium.
 Biashara United, pop-

ularly known as ‘Border 
Guards’, have recently 
started introducing their 
new players for the up-

coming 2021/22 season.
 The team released 

its 17 footballers, who 
played for the club last 
season and wished them 
all the best for the new 

season.
 The club has roped in 

several players, includ-
ing striker Kassim Mdoe 
from Tanzania Prisons, 
who has signed a two-
year deal.

 Other new signings in-
clude Aniceth Revocatus 
from Mwadui FC, Toyo 
Odongo Matthew from 
Zoo United of Kenya, and 
Atupele Green Jackson 
from Geita Gold FC.

 Recently continen-
tal football governing 
body, CAF, released the 
2021/22 inter-club sea-
son schedule including 
the information relating 
to the list of countries 
who will be allowed to 
enter two clubs in the 
2021/22 season. 

 The 2021/22 season 
will kick off on Septem-
ber 10, 2021, with the 
first round of the pre-
liminaries. 

 The group stages will 
start next year, February 
2022.

 The 12 highest ranked 

national associations, ac-
cording to the ranking 
of CAF, will be allowed 
to engage two clubs in 
the TotalEnergies CAF 
Champions League 
2021/22 and the TotalE-
nergies CAF Confedera-
tion Cup 2021/22. 

 The countries are (ac-
cording to their rank-
ing) Algeria, Angola, RD 
Congo, Egypt, Guinea, 
Morocco, Nigeria, South 
Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, 
Tunisia, Zambia. 

 CAF has extended 
the five substitutions 
per rule for the 2021/22 
inter-clubs season. Ac-
cordingly, each club will 
be allowed to register 
40 players instead of the 
regulatory 30.

 Nine substitutes will 
be allowed on the bench 
instead of the regular 
seven.

 The registration of 
players on the CAF CMS 
has been extended to 15 
August 2021.
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