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 PITTSBURGH 

T o slow the spread of COV-ID-19 at nursing homes in the United States it is crucial that nursing home residents and staff be tested regularly, according to a former FDA Associate Commissioner.A team of researchers at the Universi-ty of Pittsburgh are re-imagining a way to test Americans (and hopefully the rest of the world) through something most of us own – the smartphone. Ac-cording to a news release, their project aims to use the existing hardware and computing power of smartphones to promote non-invasive at-home testing for Covid-19.
 The goal is ultimately to be able to test on a mass scale without special equip-ment and clinicians. “In this project, we will develop new mobile sensing and artificial intelligence techniques for in-home evaluation of Covid-19 in an effort to quickly and effectively iden-tify viral disease carriers,” said Wei Gao, lead researcher and associate professor of electrical and computer engineering at Pitt’s Swanson School of Engineering in a press release. 

The Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Dr. Anthony Fauci says the government is working on several potential vaccines for COVID-19. “We hope this work will also help identify negative cases caused by other diseases with similar symp-

 

BUSINESS Could we soon diagnose Covid-19 at home with use of a smartphone?Europe shelves delivery of ten million ‘inferior quality’ Chinese masks

InnovatIon 

 DURBAN 

The sustainable fashion conversation seems to have been finally handed the megaphone it deserves in the wake of a global pandemic that has threatened the retail fashion industry. As a result, shopping habits have changed and adopting a slow fashion approach is now more of a reality than we predict-ed when it was first suggested. 
An article published in The Conver-sation titled, Why you should stop buy-ing new clothes, explains how the “fast fashion business model, first developed in the early 2000s is responsible for the increase in consumer demand for high quantities of low-quality clothing.”“Many fashion products now being designed and made specifically for short-term ownership and premature disposal. Clothing quality is decreas-ing along with costs, and the increased consumption levels of mass-manufac-tured fashion products are pushing up the consumption of natural resources,” it highlights. 

Future Fabrics expo aims to revolu-tionise fashion with materials
At the ninth edition of the Future Fabrics Expo in London, the textile industry showcases new and cleaner materials. ‘The Sustainable Angle’, a non-profit organisation, founded the expo to help revolutionise the fashion industry. 

This is why thrifting has become increasingly popular in a small fac-tion of our local fashion community, while some designers innovate to cre-ate ‘green’ garments from sustainably sourced materials. Durban University of Technology graduate, Katekani Moreku, is an example of a designer whose work can be considered a hy-brid of both these environmentally friendly approaches. 
“Previously loved clothing” plays a big role in this fashion designer’s epon-ymous label. He finds his materials in thrift stores, at car-boot sales and from people selling fabric off-cuts and dis-carded textiles. He’s also used the pack-aging of mielie meal products.  “I want to help slow down fast fashion,” says the designer who will soon relocate back to Mbombela, in the Mpumalanga province where he grew up, to launch his brand. 

Moreku will be featured in a new ini-tiative that celebrates the creativity and ingenuity of the makers behind some of South Africa’s most inspiring projects, products, ideas and experiences hosted by the V&A Waterfront, in partnership with Platform Creative Agency. The ini-tiative features 100 Beautiful Things, all of which are designed with either com-passion, sustainability, future-thinking 

Slow fashion designer who upcycles mielie-meal packets 

Wei Gao, lead researcher and associate professor at Pitt’s Swanson School of Engineering. 

RestRIctIons 

 BRUSSELS 

The European Commission said on Thursday it has suspended the de-livery of 10 million Chinese masks to member states and the United King-dom after two countries complained about the poor quality of the batches they received.
As part of its efforts to tackle the Covid-19 crisis, this month the Euro-pean Union’s executive arm started dispatching the masks to healthcare workers. After the first batch of 1.5 mil-lion masks was shipped to 17 of the 27 member states and the UK, Poland’s Health Minister Lukasz Szumowski said the 600 000 items Polish authori-ties received did not have European certificates and failed to comply with the medical standards required for their distribution. 

“We have decided to suspend future deliveries of these masks,” Commis-sion health spokesperson Stefan De Keersmaecker said. “We will then see what action needs to be taken if there is indeed a quality problem with these masks.” According to De Keersmaeck-

er, another member state, the Nether-lands, has identified similar problems so far. The whole stock of masks was purchased from a Chinese provider via an EU fund.
It was set to be distributed in weekly instalments over six weeks. De Keers-maecker insisted that the Commis-sion scrupulously followed all control measures when it bought the masks, and verified they were usable. “If nec-essary we will of course take any nec-essary legal action,” De Keersmaecker said.

He added that the commissioner for health and food safety, Stella Kyri-akides, has alerted all the countries which have already received masks about the potential problems and asked them to provide feedback on their quality. 
“It is of utmost importance that personal protective equipment sent out by the Commission is of very high quality,” De Keersmaecker said. “That’s fundamental because that equipment is used by citizens and by professionals in the health sector.”

Fashion designer, Katekani Moreku.

RecyclIng 

toms, and therefore, help eliminate unnecessary hospital visits during this pandemic,” he stated. 
How will the technology work?Gao and his research team will look towards the microphones and speak-ers of smartphones to develop acous-tic sensing to measure changes in the human airway linked to Covid-19. “We will begin by designing new acoustic 

waveforms to minimise acoustic signal distortion in human airways,” Gao said. “We will then develop new signal pro-cessing techniques for accurate meas-urements and eventually apply deep learning techniques to create generic models that depict the core characteris-tics of airway mechanics.”
Users will be able to download and in-stall an app and will need to use a smart-

phone adapter as a mouthpiece, where acoustic signals from the airways will be transmitted and recorded through the phone’s microphone.
If the project is successful, it could help accurately diagnose Covid-19 cases without people having to go to hospitals and test centres, which could also help curb the spread among healthcare per-sonnel and other frontline workers.

or local essence at their core, with some being recognised for just simply being beautiful.  
It is fitting that he will be making his one-off pieces of clothing from this part of the country where his mother’s sePu-lana culture first piqued his taste for upcycled fashion. Living next door to a sePulana school of initiation in the vil-lage of Welverdiend, he would see wom-en from this sePedi subculture dressed in brightly coloured wrap-around garments that they would make from scraps of fabric and mielie-meal pack-ets, decorated with mismatched but-tons, bottle caps and sweet wrappers. He himself has always been an avid thrift-store shopper.  “I was trying to live sustainably without even being aware of 

it,” he says of his life before fashion stud-ies. “Now that I am aware of it, I’m think-ing about what change I can bring.”  Part of the change is to create gender-neutral clothing that allows men to also inhabit this colourful sphere usually reserved for sePulana women. 
“It always looked like men didn’t em-brace their heritage,” Moreku says of the way in which the men he saw growing up never wore anything similar to the vibrantly clad women. His range now dresses men in knee-length pleated skirts, button-up dresses and wrap-around trousers, in bright orange, blue and pink. “I’m using the female aesthetic and bringing it into the male part of the culture, in clothes that can be shared by men and women,” he says.  

Part sustainable fashion, part herit-age expression, Moreku’s first range, Nascent, which debuted at South Af-rican Fashion Week 2019, has already got style enthusiasts gushing. Last year, he walked away with Twyg’s Sustain-able Fashion Student Award and the KZN Fashion Council MEC Recognition Award for Eco-Friendly Fashion. As for the SePulana people being cel-ebrated in the collection, Moreku says they are excited to see a modern take on their culture. “They’re helping me with ideas, and the elders are giving me infor-mation because it’s not so easy to find. But they’re happy someone is taking their culture out there, and they’re able to look at themselves through me now.” 

European Commission Health spokesperson, Stefan De Keersmaecker.

 WINDHOEK 

Namibia’s president on Thursday slapped a five-year ban on buying new cars for top politicians and government officials in order to channel funds into fighting coronavirus, his office said.President Hage Geingob “has direct-ed that the vehicle fleet of the Namib-ian government will not be renewed for the period 2020-2025,” presiden-tial spokesperson Alfredo Hengari an-nounced in a statement. “No new vehi-cles will be purchased for members of the executive and public office bearers in the Namibian government.”
He said the decision would save some 200 million Namibian dollars 

($10.7 million), which will be directed “to urgent priorities, specifically at a time when the country is dealing with the health and economic implications of Covid-19.”
The southern African country of 2.5 million people has so far recorded 16 cases of Covid-19, with no deaths. Na-mibian ministers and their deputies each qualify for Mercedes-Benz vehi-cles upon their appointment.

The president also directed a limit on monthly fuel consumption for top politicians, the government said. In 2002, then-president Sam Nujoma had banned the use of Mercedes-Benzes, insisting that ministers should ride in Toyota Camry cars.

Covid-19 war: 
Namibia bans 
car purchases 
for politicians
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Treasury set 
to undertake 
coronavirus
impact study

By Guardian Reporters

SEVEN fishermen have been 
reported dead in different 
drowning incidents, among 
them four members of the same 
family from Kerege in Bagamoyo 
District whose canoe capsized in 
Mkuza River.

Coast Regional Police Com-
mander Wankyo Nyigesa (pic-
tured) said the incident occurred 
on Thursday at around 5 p.m.

RPC Nyigesa said the deceased 
failed to control the canoe due to 

 By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

SCIENTISTS have just come up with new 
evidence regarding newly discovered, 
prehistoric human footprints impressed 
at the base of the active ‘Oldonyo Lengai’ 
volcano.

Pre-historic 
footprints 
seen on 
‘sacred 
volcano’

No EAC observers 
for Burundi polls

TURN TO PAGE 2

Mishaps in fishing claim seven lives 

 By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, 

Arusha

THE East African 
Community (EAC) Secretariat 
in Arusha has just called off 
the mission that was to be 
dispatched to Bujumbura to 
monitor the Burundi General 
Elections, official sources say.

The move follows an 
internal memo from Secretary 
General Liberat Mfumukeko 
with the subject, ‘Cancellation 
of Deployment of the EAC 
Technical Observation 
Mission for General Elections 
in Burundi 2020.’

Industry and Trade minister Innocent Bashungwa (3rd-L) and Mwanza regional commissioner John Mongella (2nd-L) inspect vehicles loaded with sugar 
meant for distribution in various regions in the country. This was shortly after a ship carrying 20,000 tonnes of the sweetener, which has been especially 
scarce across the country for over a week now, docked at the Mwanza South Port on Thursday from Uganda. Photo: Courtesy of Eliud Rwechungura  
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Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age who have 
serious underlying medical conditions may be 
at higher risk for more serious complications 
from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3

SHARE FACTS ABOUT COVID-19

cdc.gov/COVID-19

TURN TO PAGE 2

 By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

THE government has said it is car-
rying out an impact assessment of 
the magnitude of the Covid-19 pan-

demic on various sectors of the economy 
as it works on fixing the overall short and 
long-term upsets brought about by the dis-
ease.

Finance and Planning minister Dr Philip 
Mpango told the National Assembly here 
yesterday that the outbreak of the Covid-19 
pandemic had greatly affected the govern-
ment’s ability to implement its fiscal and 

We regret to 
inform you that the 
mission has been 
cancelled due to 
reasons beyond 
our control …Any 
inconvenience 
caused is highly 
regretted 

TURN TO PAGE 2

Assembly, the body text 
in the dispatch reads: “I 
have the honor to refer to 
the above subject and the 
memo dated 6th of May 2020 
inviting nominees from the 
Honourable Members of EALA 
to join the EAC Technical 
Observation Mission for the 
General Elections in the 
Republic of Burundi scheduled 
for May 12 to 22, 2020.”

“..We regret to inform you 
that the mission has been 
cancelled owing to reasons 
beyond our control …Any 
inconvenience caused is 

strong winds accompanied by 
heavy rain.

“All of them drowned when 
attempting to rescue one of 
their own who got stuck in deep 
mud,” he said.

They are Juma Charles (21), 
Emmanuel Charles (21), Felister 
Charles (18) and Ashura Emma-
nuel (23), residents of Amani vil-
lage.

He cautioned the residents to 
be careful when fishing at the 

‘TANZANIANS SHOULD BRACE FOR 
COVID-19’PANDEMIC IMPACT’ PAgE  3

MTIBWA TO PRODUCE 38,000 TONNES 
OF SUgAR THIS SEASON   PAgE 4

STAKEHOLDERS ADVISE  gOVERNMENT   
TO IMPOSE PARTIAL LOggINg BAN          
PAgE   5

EWURA CHALLENgES URBAN WATER 
AUTHORITIES TO IMPROVE SERVICES   
PAgE  6

HEALTH AGRICULTURE PRODUCTS WATER

monetary policy.
Dr Mpango made the remarks when 

he tabled the ministry’s 12.39trn/- Budg-
et estimates and expenditures for the 
fiscal year 2020/2021, saying that the 
country’s economy grew at an average 
of 7.0 per cent for the second year in the 
row since 2018.

The performance puts Tanzania be-
hind Rwanda that recorded a GDP 
growth rate of 9.4 per cent, and ahead 
of Kenya and Uganda that registered 5.6 
and 4.9 per cent growth rates respec-
tively.

The Treasury projected, however, that 
owing to the impact of the coronavirus, 
GDP growth will be 4.0 per cent in 2020 
with inflation rate remaining at single 
digit level.

Although the minister did not pro-
vide details on the team reviewing the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic, he as-
sured MPs that the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) will take effective 

The Treasury projected, 
however, that due to the 
impact of the coronavirus, 
GDP growth will be 4.0 
per cent in 2020 with 
inflation rate remaining 
at single digit level

Addressed to the Clerk of 
the East African Legislative 



A new scientific report entitled 
“Snapshots of human anatomy, 
locomotion and behavior from Late 
Pleistocene footprints at Engare 
Sero, Tanzania” indicates that about 
17 people had trekked down the 
sacred mountain 19,000 years ago.

The study findings were compiled 
by a team of researchers including 
Kevin Hatala, William Harcourt-
Smith, Adam Gordon, Brian W. 
Zimmer, Brian G. Richmond, Briana 
L. Pobiner, David J. Green, Adam 
Metallo, Vince Rossi and Cynthia M. 

Liutkus-Pierce.
Published by Chatham University 

in Pittsburgh, the evolutionary 
biologist Kevin Hatala and team 
stated that the 408 footprints, 
stamped onto the cemented 
volcanic mud flow andcaused by 
the eruption which occurred nearly 
20,000 years ago, could have been 
made by 17 individuals.

The report notes that the 
footprints were made by barefoot 
humans, among them 14 women, 
two men and a male child. What 
they were doing on the plains is 

something which leaves a lot to 
imagination, but the scientists are 
on view that those individuals seem 
to have been ‘moving at different 
speeds.’

In reaction to that, the Minister 
for Natural Resources and Tourism, 
Dr Hamis Kigwangalla typed on his 
Tweeter handler that “Tanzania 
is endowed with much grace. God 
must have created this country 
before moving along to make other 
areas,” he maintained.

Initially, the discovery made by a 
local villager back in 2008, remained 

in wraps until foreign researchers 
set foot onto the windswept 
Engaresero plains located between 
Longido and Ngorongoro districts 
of Arusha.

Enkaresero is located more than 
120 kilometers from Arusha city. 
The area features the third highest 
mountain Oldonyo Lengai, an active 
volacano and the flamingo breeding 
site at Lake Natron, at its foot.

Amongst the footprints, 17 sets of 
tracks look like they were created 
by individuals at moderate walking 
speed, likely representing a group 

that was moving together in unison 
in a south-west direction.

In this group, it’s thought that 14 of 
the individuals were adult females, 
together with two adult males and 
one young male.

Another set of six individuals 
left tracks moving in the opposite 
direction, and displaying a range of 
movement speeds, with at least two 
suggestive of fast walking, and one 
set of prints being left by a running 
individual.

Due to the difference in speeds 
in that set moving in the north-east 

direction, the researchers suggest 
it’s unlikely that those six people 
were travelling together.

While we can’t be entirely sure 
why the composition of the track-
makers overall was primarily adult 
females, the researchers suggest a 
cooperative foraging activity could 
be a plausible hypothesis for the 
tracks we can still see.

“Modern human foragers are 
unique among primates in that they 
typically forage together, and in that 
they typically divide labour between 
the sexes,” the report noted.
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa shares a light moment with Sikonge legislator Joseph Kakunda (L) and Special Seats MP Felista Bura (2nd-L) outside Parliament in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: PMO. 

Trucks loaded with cargo begin moving into Tanzania from Zambia yesterday shortly after Zambia re-opened its side of the border between the two countries. Photo: Correspondent Manuel Kaminyoge.  

No EAC observers 
for Burundi polls
From PAGE 1

Treasury set to undertake coronavirus impact study

highly regretted.”
The Guardian contacted EAC Corporate 

Communications and Public Affairs Depart-
ment official Florian Mutabazi, who confirmed 
that indeed the  secretariat has called off its 
Election Observation Mission to Burundi.

Observer missions are tied to Article 124 
of the EAC Treaty which affirms the need for 
observation of events shaping peace and se-
curity among the Partner States. The article 
further spells out wide-ranging approaches 
for implementation in order to have a stable 
and secure environment within the region. 
The treaty further mandates the secretariat 
to observe electoral processes within the con-
text of the national constitutions of the part-
ner states.

Last February, an EAC Secretariat team led 
by Ambassador Mfumukeko held consultative 
meetings with various key stakeholders in Bu-
rundi including the country’s National Elec-
toral Commission (CENI), various ministries 
including Home Affairs and Security, as well 
as major political parties.

The broad objective of the meetings was to 
consult with stakeholders and prepare the 
ground for the deployment of an EAC Elec-
toral Observer Mission ahead of the May 2020 
General Elections there.

The East African Community has always 
deployed Election Observer Missions to the 
partner states going through elections over 
the years, in line with principles of promoting 
democratic governance as part of East African 
integration.

The Electoral Observatory Mission to Bu-
rundi was to be deployed in two phases, the 
first a long-term election observer mission to 
observe all activities before, during and after 
the elections, while a short-term election ob-
server mission would observe elections on the 
polling day.

The EAC Election Observer Mission was ex-
pected to enhance public confidence in the 
electoral process by encouraging voters and 
political parties to participate in a free, fair 
and competitive environment free of intimi-
dation and violence. 

measures to ensure data 
on economic trends and 
impact in various sectors 
is delivered to the govern-
ment and other stakehold-
ers on time.

Dr Mpango said the gov-

ernment took various 
policy and administrative 
actions in the 2019/20 fi-
nancial year, especially 
the implementation of the 
business blueprint to boost 
economic activities, use of 
central bank interest policy 

to project the direction of 
monetary policy and issu-
ance of large short term 
loans to commercial banks.

Others include purchas-
ing of foreign currencies 
from the local market, re-
ducing mandatory deposits 

to the central bank by com-
mercial banks from 8 per-
cent to 7 percent of their 
total deposits. This also in-
cludes an increase of statu-
tory minimum reserves 
from 10 to 20 percent for 
banks.  The mining which 

grew at 17.7percent was the 
leading sector, followed by 
construction, which grew 
by 14.1percent. Other sec-
tors include sports and 
arts (11.2percent), and then 
logistics and transport (8.7 
percent).

 In other East African 
countries like Kenya the 
mining sector grew at 
5.6percent while in Uganda 
it grew at 4.9percent and 
Rwanda at 9.4 per cent, the 
minister added 

From PAGE 1

Mishaps in fishing 
claim seven lives

river especially during the 
rainy season.

In another incident, three 
fishermen from Tamau 
village, Bunda district in 
Mara region died in Lake 
Victoria after two boats 
collided.

Tamau village chairman 
Asaph Ernest said the 
accident occurred in the 
morning of Monday, May 11.

Narrating, the local 
leaders said the fishermen’s 
manually operated boat 
collided with a motor 
powered boat which was 
said to be used by pirates. 

“They went into the lake in 
search of their fishing gears 
which they earlier claimed 
were stolen by pirates. When 
in the lake, they maintained 
constant telephone commu-
nication with their relatives, 
but they went off all of a sud-
den,” he stated.

The fishermen’s relatives 
embarked on a search mis-
sion the following day where 
they only found a sinking 

boat with bodies missing.
“Village divers went into 

the search for the bodies, 
and managed to recover two 
bodies on Tuesday, May 12. 
The third body was recov-
ered on Thursday,” said the 
village chairman.

Nyantwali Ward Execu-
tive Officer Dainos Sijaona 
mentioned the deceased as 
Kulwa Rhobati (31), Muhoja 
Munze (32) and Sengelema 
Abdallah (31), residents of 
Tamau village in Bunda dis-
trict, Mara region.

Sijaona thanked the man-
agement of Mwanza Marine 
Services Co. for supporting 
the villagers’ rescue efforts 
by providing boat fuel and 
food for the divers.  

Nyantwali Ward Councilor 
Ndovu Chacha commended 
the villagers and partners 
for their efforts in recovering 
the bodies. He also acknowl-
edged efforts by Bunda Dis-
trict Commissioner Lydia 
Bupilipili who arrived at the 
scene shortly after she was 
informed of the incident. 

FROM PAGE 1

Pre-historic footprints seen on ‘sacred volcano’
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The bureau has initiated investiga-
tions and open up court cases against 
those who did not cooperate in re-
turning the money belonging to farm-
ers.

PCCB recovers 11bn/- 
from cooperatives
By Guardian Reporter

tHE Prevention and Com-
bating of Corruption Bu-
reau (PCCB) has recovered 
11bn/- out of the 103bn/- in 
the cooperatives which has 
been paid back to farmers.

Speaking to reporters 
in Dare s Salaam yester-
day, PCCB Director Gen-
eral, Brigadier General John 
Mbungo, said the bureau 
has initiated investigations 
and open up court cases 
against those who did not 
cooperate in returning the 
money belonging to farm-
ers.

He further said 92bn/- is 
still under investigation 
and called upon the coop-
eratives who are hardcore 
debtors to return the mon-
ey as soon as possible.

the PCCB boss men-
tioned the regions and 
the amount of money 
returned in brackets as 
njombe (4,049,294,856/-

), lindi (1,361,209,809/-), 
Ruvuma (1,078,027,619/-), 
Kilimanjaro (108,005,700/-
), Manyara (81,148,617/-), 
Kinondoni (33,728,000/-), 
Katavi (73,172,500/-) and 
Coast (347,514,550/-).

other regions are 
Mbeya (107,450,790/-
), iringa (714,417,198/-), 
Singida (43,194,500/-), 
Simiyu (83,972,750/-) ilala 
(50,610,000/-), arusha 
(64,435,350/-), Kigoma 
(36,150,400/-) and tanga 
(10,842,480/-).

Brig Gen Mbungo men-
tioned the hardcore co-
operatives for embezzle-
ment of farmers’ money as 
Kyeku of Mbeya that is owed 
476m/-, tanecu of Mtwara 
359m/- and neema Saccos 
of njombe 234m/-. 

others are Mamcu of Mt-
wara 2.5b/-, Runali in nach-
ingwea 856m/- and SSUlt 
of Dar es Salaam that is 
owed more than 4.8bn/-.

National Assembly Deputy Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson Mwansasu cuts a ribbon in Dodoma city yesterday to launch the recently rehabilitated surgical ward for women at the Dodoma 
regional referral hospital. This was at the climax of celebrations to mark International Nursing Day week. She is flanked by Dodoma regional commissioner Dr Binilith Mahenge (to her 
right) and the hospital’s Doctor In-charge, Dr Ernest Ebenzi. Photo courtesy of National Assembly

By Guardian Reporter

HEaltH, Community Develop-
ment, Gender, Elders and Chil-
dren minister, Ummy Mwalimu 
yesterday called on parents and 
guardians to protect their children 
against Covid-19.

She also called on families to 
make follow ups of the elders in 

this period including abiding by 
and follow up their dietetic situa-
tions.

Mwalimu was speaking yester-
day during celebrations to mark 
international Family Day that 
takes place every year on May 15.

She called on the community 
not to stigmatize those infected 
with Covid-19 disease.

 “i appeal to parents and guard-
ians to be close to your families, 
especially the children and elders 
and any symptoms of the disease 
should be reported for appropri-
ate action to be taken,” she said.

He also called on parents to de-
vise various games that will attract 
children as well as enhancing their 
learning while at home, instead 

of leaving them roaming in the 
streets.

  She said in this period when 
schools are closed as a measure 
against the disease’s infection, it 
would be better for the parents 
to assist the children in following 
study lessons through media out-
lets or online.

 “the family is the foundation of 

community development hence it 
is important to protect it to attain 
sustainable development and en-
sure we protect it against Covid-19 
infections,” said Ummy.

Ummy said due to the impor-
tance of the family for community 
development, parents and guard-
ians have every reason of chang-
ing the behavior and concept and 

knowledge increase while at the 
same time increase methods to en-
able the family face up to various 
challenges including those from 
the disease’s infections. 

She also stressed on the impor-
tance for tanzanians to follow up 
directives from health experts in 
their own and others protection 
against Covid-19 infections, includ-

ing avoiding gatherings, regularly 
washing hands with soap and run-
ning water, wearing of masks, use 
of sanitizers and social distancing. 

  She also called upon regional 
and district authorities to ensure 
they mark the day by educating 
the families on how to protect 
themselves against the pandemic’s 
infections.

Protect your children against  Covid-19 infections - minister

By Correspondent James Kandoya

at last 246 tanzanians who were 
stranded in india amid the Covid-19 
lockdown and travel restrictions yes-
terday arrived in Dar es Salaam. 

after landing at the Julius nyerere 
international airport ( Jnia), the tan-
zanians were screened for coronavi-
rus before being released to join their 
families.

the repatriation was made by tan-
zanian embassy in india, tanzanian 
Diaspora in india and atCl.

the national flag carrier— air tan-
zania Company limited (atCl) using 
its Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft 
carrying 246 repatriated tanzanians 
landed at Jnia at around 12.25 hours 
from Bombay, india.

among the passengers repatriated 
were business persons, patients who 
were in india for treatment before the 
lockdown and higher learning stu-
dents. Speaking soon after landing at 
Jnia, Emilian Deus, a second year stu-

dent at Rimt University in india said: 
“i’m happy to join   my family, i thank 
the government for arranging special 
plane for us.” “Few days before the 
journey, i was tested for Covid -19 and 
i did the same after arriving here,” 
she said, adding that health experts 
will inform them on the results of 
their tests.

She called on the government to 
lower the airfare tickets cost saying 
the price of US$ 850 was very high 
hence made other tanzanians to 
remain in india. “lockdown is very 
tough life i have ever experienced in 
my life. i call on the government to re-
duce the price for the airfare tickets 
so that tanzanians may come back,” 
she said.

a student at Chandiga University 
in new Delhi Martias Kitambi said: 
“We’re happy to meet with our fami-
lies after a number of days followed 
by lockdown in india.” 

Kitambi said he had travelled al-
most three days - 1400 kilometres 

from Chandiga to new Delhi where 
he could board a flight to Bombay be-
fore boarding atCl plane.

“one of big challenge was  to get 
the basic needs like  foods, thanks for 
the government for arranging  route 
we are back to the land of fathers and 
mothers,” he said

“i further call the government to 
send another plane for tanzanian 
who are still in india   who were  un-
able to pay for the airline fare tickets 
,” he said.

another student from Ct Uni-
versity from Punjab, india, Kelvin 
Christian thanked the government 
for its response to send the plane to 
repatriate them. over 200 tanzani-
ans remained in india after March 23 
following the imposition of a coun-
trywide lockdown by Prime Minister 
narendra Modi.

the restrictions were extended to 
May 17 as the earliest day for possible 
departure as part of efforts to curb 
the spread of the novel coronavirus.

At last, 246 Tanzanians back home from India

By Guardian Reporter

MiniStER for Health, Community Development, Gen-
der, Elders and Children Ummy Mwalimu wants tanza-
nians to learn and adapt living with Covid-19 pandemic 
as the disease will be around for many months to come 
hence life should  go on and production should continue 
while taking precautions by following guidelines from 
health experts.

She was speaking during her visit training session for 
community health workers provided by the Ministry of 
Health under the sponsorship of Benjamin Mkapa Foun-
dation (BMF) in collaboration with UniCEF and irish aid 
organisation from ireland.

Mwalimu said training for community health workers is 
part of government strategies to strengthen health service 
and solve challenges thereof.

the minister said as of now the whole health service de-
livery system will not be staring at dispensary level, but 
from the community level.

“We unveiled this plan on april 17 this year, and today i 
am pleased to start implementing the government’s plan 
of utilizing community health workers,” she said.

a total of 620 health workers have received training 
whereas as of now every area of the city of dare s Salaam 
will have at least one community health worker to be 
known as ‘Commando”.

She said Ubungo area will have 90 health workers, ilala 
184, Kigamboni 59, temeke 158 and Kinondoni 129.

“these have been providing service in their own areas 
hence they are well mobilized and ready to serve the com-
munity.

the BMF director Dr Ellen Mkondya said the training 
for the community health workers has been provided by 
the Health ministry with the guidelines thereof from the 
same ministry.

He said BMF, after the outbreak of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic in the country has tried to be in the front line in fighting 
it in collaboration with the ministry’s community health 
department.

“through collaboration with the ministry we have been 
able to acquire sponsorship funds from UniCEF and irish 
aid organisation from the irish embassy who have assist-
ed us employ about 620 community health workers,” Dr 
Mkondya said. 

Mwalimu thanked BMF, irish aid organisation and 
UniCEF and appealed to other stakeholders to continue 
cooperating with the government in the fight against Cov-
id-19 pandemic as the government alone cannot do it.

a training participant, Daniel Mayir said, a community 
health worker thanked for having received the training 
saying it will assist him in educating people in the com-
munity to fight the pandemic.

‘Tanzanians should brace for COVID-19 pandemic impact’
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Pudensiana Rwezaula (R), World Vision Tanzania’s East Zone manager, presents to Tanga regional commissioner Martine Shigella on Thursday personal 
protection equipment for use in the war on Covid-19 in Korogwe District. Photo: Correspondent Boniface Gideon

By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

THe official launch of a 13bn/- worth 
simcard manufacturing factory—Rushap In-
vestment (T) Limited has been put off due 
to the outbreak of Covid-19.

The factory was initially set to be 
launched in April, according to the firm’s 
director, Rashid Hamoud.

Briefing Tanga Regional Commissioner 
Martin shigella who toured the factory 
recently, Hamoud said launching of the 
factory will be delayed as some impor-
tant machines were yet to arrive following 
grounding of planes and lock downs in 
many countries including Germany where 
most machinery are procured.

He informed the Regional Commissioner 
that the firm’s official launching have now 
been scheduled for July, this year. Rushap 
Investment (T) Limited is jointly owned by 
a Tanzanian businessman—Rashid Hamoud 
and famous Indian investor, Kumar Pujara.

“Tanzania is set to have the second largest 
factory after south Africa that manufactur-
ers nIDA and ATM cards as well as driving 
licences”, said Hamoud noting they have 
already secured markets in Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Burundi, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Zambia, Zimbabwe and sev-
eral other countries in west Africa.

The director was optimistic that the com-
pany will monopolise the country’s smart 

card market including making of sIMCARDs 
for operating mobile phone companies.

“we aim at making Tanzania self-reliant 
in the production of the high-tech items”, 
he noted adding that all is set for the factory 
to start production since it is equipped with 
ultra-modern machines.

He assured the RC that they are deter-
mined to capture markets around the 
world.

RC shigella reiterated the government’s 
commitment to support all the investment 
and development initiatives by investors. 
He said the government welcomes inves-
tors who want to build industries in the 
country in a bid to speed the nation’s trans-
formation into a middle income sized coun-
try.

Once operational, the company will pro-
vide direct jobs to 55 people. It is expected 
to employ more people depending on the 
product demand.

simcard factory put on 
hold due to COvID -19

More investors attracted in adding value to livestock products - Mpina
By Guardian Reporter

LIvesTOCK and Fisheries 
minister, Luhaga Mpina has said 
that for the past four years the 
government has attracted more 
investors who are interested in 
adding value in livestock prod-
ucts. 

He said there are three inves-
tors who have established meat 
processing industries in differ-
ent parts of the country, in a 

move aimed at improving the 
sector hence relieve cattle keep-
ers from the poverty trap.

Citing examples, minister 
Mpina said that the newly estab-
lished meat processing factories 
include the Kibaha-based Tan 
Choice Limited in Coast region 
which is completed by 98 per 
cent. 

The minister said upon com-
pletion the factory will be able 
to slaughter   1,000 cows, and 

4,500 goats per day.
He also said that construction 

of elia Foods Overseas Ltd in 
Longido district, Arusha region 
has completed by 97 per cent 
and will be able to slaughter 
1,000 cows and 4,000 goats per 
day. “Construction of a slaugh-
tering plant in shinyanga Munic-
ipality--Binjiang Company Ltd 
has completed by 99 percent 
and will be able to slaughter 
1,000 cows per day,” the minis-

ter told the August House.
Mpina also revealed that 

the government in partner-
ship with the Public service 
social security Fund (PsssF) 
continues with the expan-
sion of the Moshi-based  Ka-
ranga Leather Industries 
Company Co Ltd ( KLICL) 
worth 75bn/- and its expan-
sion has reached 80 percent.  
Upon completion, the fac-
tory, according to Mpina, will 

be producing 4,000 pairs of 
civilian shoes and 3,000 soles 
per day.

On vaccination, the minister 
said in order to have ample 
drugs for livestock vaccination 
to satisfy the nation’s needs, the 
Ministry has continued to mo-
bilize the construction of fac-
tories to produce vaccinations 
for livestock diseases whereas 
in 2019/20 achievements that 
have been attained include 

the construction of a big vac-
cinations production factory by 
Hester Biosciences Africa Limited 
at Kibaha costing 41.1b/-, whose 
construction is now 90 per cent 
complete and is expected to be 
inaugurated in June this year.

He said the factory will produce 
27 different kinds of vaccinations 
that are currently imported and 
has the capacity to produce a to-
tal of 1.5 billion vaccination doses.

He said other achievements 

include the increase of the num-
ber of warehouses for cold-room 
storage of fisheries products say-
ing these have increased from 6 
in 2017/18 to 90 in 2019/20 that 
spurred an increase of distribu-
tion and the availability of fisher-
ies products for home consump-
tion and export.

He said as of now the ware-
houses have a capacity to store 
350 tons of fish products per 
day. 

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

MvOMeRO-based sugar produc-
ing firm,Mtibwa sugar will week 
start   production  in a move curb 
shortage of the sweetener in the 
country.

speaking on behalf of the firm’s 
management during the visit by the 
energy minister Dr Medard Kalema-
ni, the infrastructure and electrical 
manager, Juma Paramba said pro-
duction is set to begin on May 21.

Dr Kalemani visited the factory to 
assess the plant’s power consump-
tion after he received a letter from 
the management to be provided 
with independent power supply as 
opposed to the situation now.

Paramba said in the last season, 
the factory targeted to produce 
32,000 tonnes of sugar, but due vari-
ous challenges including heavy rains 
the targeted was not met.

“Our target is to produce 38,000 

tonnes this season,” said.
earlier, Paramba thanked the gov-

ernment through the energy Min-
istry for the implementation of the 
firm’s request for the construction of 
an independent power supply line 
from Msamvu substation that will 
solve the challenge of power out-
ages, He said the current five-year 
plan is to increase sugar production 
from the expansion of its sugar cane 
farms, hence the availability of ade-

quate and reliable power will enable 
it attain that goal. He said in the last 
season the average sugar production 
was 200 to 300 tonnes per day.

Dr Kalemani said in order to 
strengthen the industrial sector to 
reach the industrial economy level, 
his ministry has set aside 1.2bn/- for 
the construction of an independent 
power supply line to Mtibwa sugar 
factory. The minister said the fac-
tory lacks reliable power because it 

gets its power supply from Msamvu 
substation 100kms away, the power 
that is also used in the surrounding 
villages.

”Currently you are using 8Mw of 
electricity and in your five-year plan 
you say you will need 27Mw, hence 
we are constructing your own pow-
er line for more sugar production 
that will enable you pay more taxes 
and provide more employment for 
the people,” said Dr Kalemani.

Mtibwa to produce 38,000 tonnes of sugar this season

By Guardian Correspondent , Dodoma

TAnZAnIA Commission for science and Technology 
(COsTeCH) through swedish International Development Co-
operation Agency (sida) has set aside at least 4.5bn/- to support 
implementation of 5-year programme over identification and 
promotion of inventions and innovations in the country.

The timely initiative (2016-2020), has already saw establish-
ment of a total of 15 innovation and production clusters in dif-
ferent categories and region within Tanzania mainland and isle.

In an exclusive interview with the Guardian on the sideline 
of the on-going national week for science and Technology In-
novation Competition in capital city, COsTeCH’s information 
specialist, Deusdedit  Leonard said the vision of the program 
was to inspire more Tanzanians to become innovative, being 
in efforts to spur development of industries from across the 
country. “Through the programme, we have so far managed to 
establish 15 inventions -production clusters in different catego-
ries, ranging from tailoring, livestock keeping, agriculture and 
fishing and many others,” he said.

Moreover, he named singida, Morogoro, Manyara, Arusha 
and Kilimanjaro among mainland regions where the said clus-
ters have been initiated, apart from isle.

“In Dodoma we have established a major grapes cluster, in 
Morogoro a tailoring cluster, whereby in singida there’s a giant 
sunflower production cluster,” he expressed.

For his part, COsTeCH’s director general (DG), Dr. Amos 
nungu expressed that the mission behind the clusters was to 
identify and promote key innovations in the country, with an 
eye to assist small-scale entrepreneurs.

  Throughout the programme, the beneficiaries (entrepre-
neurs) are receiving relevant trainings, but also are injected 
with capitals to assist them start key production clusters as per 
their areas of productions.

“As prime driver of science, technology and innovation for 
sustainable development in Tanzania, we have decided to em-
bark on the innovation and cluster program in a bid to foster 
knowledge based economy through promotion, technology de-
velopment for economic growth, as well as to attain social well-
being and competitiveness in Tanzania,” he observed. sharing 
her testimony to the Guardian, saida Msuya, one of beneficiar-
ies from Morogoro-based tailoring cluster under the auspicious 
of COsTeCH, said the program has assisted her to cheat poverty 
as she is currently earn lucrative profit from her tailoring career, 
under the cluster.

“Formerly, I used to run my activities just like a small single 
tailor, but after COsTeCH identify and put me (and others) in 
a special clothes production cluster, I am currently receiving 
many giant tenders from within and outside the country,” she 
said. The national week for science and Technology Innovation 
Competition, which started from grassroots levels from across 
the country, is held as per the directives from national guideline 
to identify and promote inventions, innovations and traditional 
knowledge practices.

COsTeCH is a public institution established by an Act of Par-
liament no.7 of 1986 as successor of UTAFITI that was in 1972. 
The Commission is under the ministry of education, science 
and Technology and vocational Training and is the principle 
advisory organ to the government on all matters relating to 
scientific research, innovation, technology development and 
transfer (sTI)

COsTeCH sets aside 4.5bn/- to promote
 inventions and innovations in Tanzania

Selemani Jafo (L), Minister of State in the President’s Office (Regional Administration and Local Governments), has a quick word with Kiteto District officials on Thursday shortly after 
inaugurating a health centre in Sunya ward. Right is Kiteto district commissioner Tumaini Magessa. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

We aim at making Tan-
zania self-reliant in the 
production of the high-
tech items”, he noted 
adding that all is set 
for the factory to start 
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Equally, the ministry continues with a robust con-
struction of buildings that were initially the head-

By Henry Mwangonde, Dododoma

tHe Ministry of information, Cul-
ture, arts and sports is preparing a 
Bill to be tabled in Parliament, that 
will protect and preserve the african 
liberation Heritage areas so that they 
cannot be affected by several ongoing 
constructions countrywide, parlia-
ment was told here yesterday.

“equally, the ministry continues 
with a robust construction of build-
ings that were initially the headquar-
ters of the United nation’s liberation 
Committee in Dar es salaam,’’ noted 
the ministry.

the information Ministry was re-
sponding to a question posed by tun-
duru north MP, eng Ramo Makani 
who had wanted to know when the 
government would incorporate Ma-
sonya, a centre located at FleliMo 
Freedom Fighters area in the african 
liberation Heritage Programme, un-
der the United nations educational, 
scientific and Cultural organisation 
(UnesCo).

in a written response, the ministry 
stated that the government was seri-
ously implementing the african lib-

eration Heritage Programme under 
UnesCo.

“this Programme is being imple-
mented in the african continent and 
of recent, it is being implemented in 
southern african Development Com-
munity (saDC) region,’’ said the min-
istry adding that the programme was 
approved by the 2005 UnesCo sum-
mit and endorsed by the ordinary 
meeting of aU heads of states in 2011.

saDC ministers convened for the 
african liberation heritage summit 
that aimed at bringing together minis-
ters of arts and culture, senior govern-
ment officials and technical experts 
from the region to deliberate on the 
best strategy to effectively achieve the 
implementation of the african libera-
tion Heritage Programme (alHP) as a 
collective.

the meeting which was attended by 
the then minister of information, Cul-
ture, arts and sports nape nnauye, in 
november 2016, unanimously agreed 
that the saDC ministerial roundtable 
discussion should seek to reinvigorate 
inclusive integrated planning on the 
implementation of the alHP.

Bill to preserve African liberation
heritage areas in offing - ministry 

state to provide specialised mobile health 
services to elder people across the country 
By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

tHe government has started 
offering specialised mobile health 
services to the elderly in some 
districts around the country, the 
national assembly was told yes-
terday.

the services include screen-
ing and medication upon diag-
nosis, according to the Ministry 
of Health, Community Develop-

ment, Gender, elderly and Chil-
dren.

the ministry said in a written 
response to a question by spe-
cial seats Member of Parliament 
Ritta Kabati (CCM) who wanted 
to know the government’s plan 
on having a special mobile pro-
gramme for providing special 
health services to senior citizens.

the MP asked “Most of the time 
the government has been insist-

ing on provision of free health 
services for the elderly, this group 
needs super specialised services 
and they mostly found in rural ar-
eas, what is the government plan 
to take these services to villages?”

in the response, the minis-
try named some of the districts 
where the services are being of-
fered as Morogoro municipal, 
Morogoro district councils, Gairo, 
Kilosa, Malinyi, Mlimba, Mvome-

ro and ifakara township.
the ministry said the services 

which are being offered in collab-
oration with Helpage internation-
al are also being offered in Magu 
municipal council in Mwanza 
region and Korogwe Municipal 
council in tanga region saying 
the programme will expand to 
other districts countrywide.

the ministry further said re-
ports show most of the senior citi-

zens suffer from non-communi-
cable diseases including diabetes, 
high blood pressure, cancer and 
many others.

“apart from providing these 
services we expect this pro-
gramme to give the ministry a 
greater picture on how to better 
offer these services to the elder-
ly,” reads the response in part.

on the construction of a spe-
cial hospital for the elderly, the 

minister said the government has 
no plans to do so but, has estab-
lished special windows for them 
and that the government has 
also been offering sponsorship 
for medical doctors who want to 
pursue further studies on medi-
cation for the elderly (Getriatic 
Medicine).

according to the ministry, 
every year, the government sets 
aside funds for procurement of 

Morphine powder on average 
amounting to 50 kilogrammes 
saying the government also has 
put in place compounding ar-
eas in its four main zonal referral 
hospitals namely ocean Road, 
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical 
Centre (KCMC), Bugando Medi-
cal Centre (BMC), Mbeya Zonal 
Hospital and Benjamin Mkapa 
Hospital to facilitate provision of 
Morphine solution.

CCM Special Seats legislator Mariam Ditopile has a word with widows from Chang’ombe ward in Dodoma Region earlier this week shortly after presenting them 
with Ramadhan-time foodstuffs. Right is Dodoma regional sheikh Mustapha Rajabu. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

By Guardian Correspondent, Lindi

PoliCe in lindi Region are holding a cere-
als trader in lindi Municipality allegedly for 
being involved in a love affair with a secondary 
school girl student (name withheld). 

the suspect, who deals in cereals including 
rice, beans and others resides in nachingwea 
ward in lindi municipality.

lindi Regional Police Commander stanley 
Kulyamo said the suspect was arrested on 
May 11 this year at 11.00 pm with the student 
in a guest house located in Mikumbi ward in 
the municipality. He said his arrest was facili-
tated through cooperation with the student’s 
parents and the police following the girl’s be-
havioural change  at home including her dis-
appearance for long hours.

RPC Kulyamo said on april 23 this year, due 
to the girl’s behavioural change, the girl’s father 
reported the issue to the police that her daugh-
ter had been abducted.

 He said thereafter on May 11 at around 
11.00pm the police arrived at the guest house 
and found the suspect with the student in a 
room named “Mali”.

Kulyamo said initial police investigations 

discovered that the room was rented for the 
student since april 10 this year.

He said suspects are expected to appear in 
court any time after investigations are com-
pleted. some of the neighbours of the stu-
dent’s parents told this paper that since the 
government ordered the closure of schools 
due to Covid-19 pandemic many students have 
not been staying at home for self studies.

Police hold lindi trader over ‘affair’ with school girl

By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

inVestoRs ready to add value in forest products in 
tanga Region have appealed to the government to look 
into the possibility of prohibiting the exportation of logs 
and instead it should export furniture.

one of the investors, ally Burhan said allowing exporta-
tion of logs has been killing the local market that uses the 
raw materials for the manufacture of furniture of various 
kinds. Burhan gave the appeal when presenting furniture 
as donation for the offices of the tanga Regional Commis-
sioner, Martine shigela.

Burhan, the Director of Burhan Furniture ltd said in-
vestors in the furniture industries would like to see the 
government ditch logs business and instead have strate-
gies to export furniture thereof to assist in the country’s 
industrial development.

He said despite logs exports, furniture made from wood 
is still being imported into the country to compete with 
locally produced furniture, whose only translation is to 
kill the local furniture market. 

since he came to power, President John Magufuli has 
been insisting on the importance to use locally made fur-
niture instead of imported ones so as to protect local fur-
niture industries. 

speaking on the assistance of the furniture, Burhan said 
they were for office use and cost 1.4m/- and are to be used 
in the new lands office building in the region.

tanga RC shigella hailed the businessman and called on 
others to emulate him saying it was important for busi-
nessmen to contribute towards the improvement of social 
services delivery.

He said the assistance has come at the appropriate time 
as the new office building has been looking for various 
items including furniture. 

Government urged to 
ban exporting of logs 
to promote domestic 
business in furniture

GFF representatives (in red T-shirts) pictured yesterday presenting to Kongwa district commissioner Deogratius Ndejembi (2nd-R) and district executive director Omari Mkulo (R) buck-
ets, liquid soap and sanitiser for use in the war on Covid-19.  Photo: Correspondent Paul Mabeja

Burhan, the Director of Burhan Fur-
niture Ltd said investors in the furni-
ture industries would like to see the 
government ditch logs business and 
instead have strategies to export fur-
niture thereof to assist in the country’s 
industrial development.
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CCM National Executive Committee member Flora Magabe (R) pictured in Mwanza city yesterday presenting to Salum Kali, the party’s Mwanza regional 
secretary, personal protection equipment for use in the war on Covid-19 in the party’s offices across the seven districts in the region. Photo: Correspon-
dent Rose Jacob

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

tHe government through the national ir-
rigation Commission (niRC) is carrying out 
studies to identify areas countrywide suita-
ble for construction of dams to harvest and 
store rain water to be used for agriculture 
activities, the national assembly was told 
here yesterday.

the Ministry of agriculture said in a writ-
ten response to a question from Mbulu Ru-
ral MP, Flatei Massay who sought to know 
when the government will implement its 
promise of constructing dams at villages of 
Dirim, esketch, Mungu wa Mono, Maretadu 
chini and Yayeda Chini in his constituency. 

the MP asked the ministry as to when 
will the government construct the dams.

according to the ministry, the govern-
ment was looking for funds from local and 
foreign sources to implement development 
activities including construction of dams 
for harvesting and storing rainwater for ir-
rigation activities.

in implementing, the government was 
working in collaboration with Mbulu mu-
nicipal council as well as irrigation groups 
in the area to prepare some proposals for 
loans from various institutions including 

the tanzania agriculture Development 
Bank (taDB).

“the government will work with various 
stakeholders including district and munici-
pal councils, financial institutions and de-
velopment partners to search for funds to 
finalise construction of the dams to be used 
for irrigation,” reads the response by the 
ministry in part.

since 2006, tanzania has aimed to ex-
pand irrigation to one million hectares by 
2020. Currently, only five per cent - 461,000 
hectares of tanzania’s cultivated land is ir-
rigated, out of an estimated 29.4 million 
hectares available.

experts say the first thing that tanzania 
should do to achieve the target is drum-
ming up finance for investment. irrigation 
requires considerable initial investment. 
Private finance offers an alternative to gov-
ernments going into debt, hence the appeal 
of public-private partnerships (PPPs).

while in some parts of tanzania water is 
relatively abundant, in other parts water is 
limited. Conflicts arise between different 
sets of irrigators, and between farmers and 
urban water users. two cases illustrate is-
sues with irrigation interventions in tanza-
nia.

niRC carries out studies to identify
areas suitable for dam construction 

EWURA challenges urban water authorities to improve services 
By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, 
Mwanza

tHe energy and water 
Utilities Regulatory author-
ity (ewURa) has challenged 
urban water authorities to ex-
pand their storage facilitates to 
be able to supply the precious 
liquid to good number of peo-
ple.

ewURa lake Zone Manager, 
George Mhina made the state-
ment here yesterday during a 
function to hand over awards 
to water authorities in the lake 

Zone regions.
according to Mhina some 

water authorities are yet to 
utilise their full water produc-
tion capacity over shortage of 
storing facilities such as tanks 
as well as poor distribution 
network.

“there are needs to improve 
water infrastructures includ-
ing storage tanks and distribu-
tion network. water produc-
tion is high yet some people 
don’t have access to the ser-
vices only because they are not 
reached with the distribution 

network,” he said.  
He suggested for the authori-

ties to construct storage fa-
cilities at places with serious 
shortage of water since it may 
take long to complete installa-
tion of distribution networks.

the manager directed the 
authorities to prepare business 
plans which incorporate strat-
egies on how to they intent 
to increase production, treat-
ment and supply of water at 
their specific areas.

according to Mhina water 
authorities are required to put 

in place technologies that will 
ensure environment conserva-
tion as well as improve hygiene 
at areas they operate.

He noted that one of the 
technologies include instal-
lation of the decentralised 
wastewater treatment systems 
(Dewats) which treats and re-
move wastewater at low cost.

according to the lake Zone 
report of 2018/19 on the man-
agement of water supply  and 
sanitation, urban water au-
thorities that emerged win-
ners in regard to provision of 

clean and safe water services 
and ensuring sanitation are 
Mwanza Urban water supply 
and sanitation (MwaUwasa) 
and Kahama-shinyanga wa-
ter supply authority that 
emerged as the overall best 
water utility.

tabling budget estimates 
for the Ministry of water in 
the national assembly recent-
ly, the Minister Prof Makame 
Mbarawa said the govern-
ment has increased water 
budget by over 99bn/- aiming 
to achieve 85 percent supply 

of the precious liquid in both 
rural and urban areas during 
the 2020/202021 financial year.

He said during the year, 
plans are also to implement 
the strategic national water 
Grid system that will ensure 
availability of clean and safe 
at places with reported limited 
freshwater sources.

shadow water Minister, 
Zubeda sakuru said the 2017 
national environmental sta-
tus Report indicates that by 
2016 only 6 out of 10 people 
(59.7 percent) had access to 

clean and safe water in rural 
areas while 9 out of 10 people 
access clean and safe water in 
urban areas.

she added: “with approxi-
mately 60 percent of the coun-
try’s population having access 
to water, over 50 percent of 
tanzanians spend more than 
30 minutes searching for the 
precious liquid”.

sakuru said that tanzanians 
spend at least 5 percent of their 
income on water against the in-
ternational standard which is 2 
percent.

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

a Mbeya-based researcher and producer 
of organic food crops Prof Dorcas Kibona has 
called on the government to come up with a 
plan that will mobilise tanzanians to imbibe 

a culture of eating organically grown food 
crops.

she said the move will save the country 
from having a huge population of unhealthy 
people who eat cheap and junk food.  

Prof Kibona issued the call yesterday when 

talking to this paper on the issue on the im-
portance of eating natural foods that help 
people having good health.

she said as of now many young people lack 
tradition of eating natural foods that puts into 
question their mental and physical abilities in 

making right decisions for the country’s de-
velopment.

she said any nation with unhealthy peo-
ple due to not eating nutritional foods is in a 
danger as such people cannot make the right 
decisions. 

she congratulated President John Magufuli 
for the industrial mobilisation in the country 
and noted the factories should evaluate them-
selves on the types of food products they pro-
duce without affecting the quality of natural 
foods to consumers.

Researcher wants Tanzanians to eat organic grown foods for better health

By Henry Mwangonde, Dodoma

seRenGeti District Council has allocated about 25.2m/- for 
purchasing 838kilogrammes of sunflower seedlings during 
202/2021 Financial Year, the house was informed here.

equally, the government is doing awareness campaign to the 
private sector in buying, distributing as well as investing in sun-
flower processing factories.

according to the ministry of agriculture, as of March 2020, 
there were six industries processing sunflower in the district.

the ministry was giving a written response to a question by 
serengeti MP, Marwa Rioba Chacha (CCM) who requested the 
government’s intervention in supplying sunflower seedlings 
after residents in serengeti district decided to switch from to-
bacco to sunflower farming as tobacco market was shrinking.

in the same response, the ministry said that the government 
had in December last year approved nine new types of seed-
lings that were capable of producing more sunflower oil of be-
tween 32 and 42per cent as well as harvesting up to between2 
and 5tonnes per hector as well as resisting diseases.

“the ministry through agricultural seed agency (asa) and 
private companies will continue producing sunflower seed-
lings in order to increase their availability in the country,’’ the 
ministry noted.

the government further added that serengeti District Coun-
cil had purchased 400 kilogrammes of Hysun 33 sunflower 
seedlings valued at 12m/- which had benefited about 400 farm-
ers in ten wards.

the seedlings, according to the government had the capacity 
to produce 800kilogrammes per acre.

serengeti allocates 
25.2m/- for buying
838 kgs sunflower 
seedlings in 2020/21 

Foundation for Civil Society executive director Francis Kiwanga (R) presents to Tungi Mwanjala, Vice Chairperson of the Tanzania Federation of Organisations of People with Disabili-
ties, Braille books with information on how to fight Covid-19. The event was held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The foundation also presented to the federation 10,000 face masks and 
2,500 bottles of sanitisers worth a combined 20m/-. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

The ministry through Agricultural 
Seed Agency (ASA) and private com-
panies will continue producing sun-
flower seedlings in order to increase 
their availability in the country,
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Power transmission project for 
SGR trains now 94 pct complete
By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

woRK on the power transmission line project 
that will transmit electricity for the standard Gauge 
Railway (sGR) trains is now 94 percent complete 
and will be finalised by the end of this month – 
May 2020.

this was revealed by the Minister for energy, 
Dr Medard Kalemani in Morogoro Region dur-
ing his inspection visit of the power transmis-
sion infrastructure for high voltage electricity, 
saying he was pleased with the project’s pace.

He said the completion of the project will 
in a large measure contribute to the country’s 
economy by increasing the country’s revenue 
as more power will be bought from the power 
utility – tanzania electric supply Company (ta-
nesco) and the tanzania Railways corporation 
will reduce the cost for buying fuel for its loco-
motives.  

the power transmission line will pass through 
four centres along sGR line – Pugu in Dar es sa-
laam Region, Ruvu in Coast Region Kidugallo 
and Kinguliwira in Morogoro Region.

“the project will be completed within the 
time agreed by the project’s contract because 
already 450 out of the 455 pylons have already 
been erected and the remaining five are still in 

various stage of construction, hence before the 
end of this month (May) the project will be com-
pleted,” Dr Kalemani said.

He said the project is the first of its kind in 
east africa, to be followed by Kenya which will 
start in 2021 and Uganda in 2025.

the project has cost more than 72.6b/- and 
the contractor has been paid in time.

Dr Kalemani also visited Mtibwa sugar facto-
ry where he said the government has set aside 
1.2b/- for the construction of power line to be 
used by the sugar factory alone.

He said the power line is expected to be com-
pleted in six months time beginning this month 
(May 2020) and will assist the sugar factory get 
reliable power needs for the next five years.

He said as of now Mtibwa sugar factory gets 
5 to 8 Mw of power but sometimes the power 
becomes weak due to long transmission dis-
tance and added that there have been frequent 
outages that have been causing damage to the 
machinery.

the factory was built in 1954 and started pro-
duction in 1963 up to now. it has the capacity to 
produce 200 up to 350 tonnes of sugar per day 
and the target is to produce 1,000 tonnes per 
day as they are making improvements to the in-
frastructures including power infrastructures.

Residents of Bwira village in Musoma District captured on Thursday collecting sand for the construction of a house for teachers at a local pri-
mary school. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent James Lanka, 

Moshi

MosHi-based non-govern-
mental organisation-Kiliman-
jaro women against HiV/aids 
(Kikwakuki) has initiated home 
learning programmes which in-
cludes providing primary school 
pupils with home works twice a 
week.

Kiwakuki Programme Coordi-

nator, egla Matechi said the pro-
gramme will be implemented in 
rural areas to enable pupils to 
continue learning after the gov-
ernment closed all the schools, 
colleges and higher learning in-
stitutions due to the outbreak of 
Covid-19. 

Matechi said the programme 
will be implemented using ‘para 
teachers’ who will be distribut-
ing the home works and collect-
ing exercise books from selected 

pupils. she added that the spe-
cial programme will only cover 
standard two and three pupils.

Para teachers include trained 
patrons/matrons from pupils 
learning clubs in various schools. 
they will mainly work to help pu-
pils’ literacy and numeracy skills.

“the programme is imple-
mented through our existing pro-
ject dubbed improving learning 
outcomes to Children which was 
launched in 2014 with financial 

support from Us based Firelight 
Foundation,” she said. accord-
ing to Matechi, beneficiaries will 
be from five primary schools 
in Kibosho and okaoni wards 
namely Usagara, Matinya, nko-
sangana, Mango and Kirima 
Juu. she further explained that 
the nGo has been providing on 
job trainings to teachers with 
intentions to improve their 
teaching methodology as well 
as being able to ensure pupils 

maintain discipline. she said, 
at times, the trainings also in-
volve parents and guardians.

Matechi noted that officials 
from Kiwakiku conduct regular 
inspection to the trained teach-
ers to see whether they use the 
acquired skills in teaching.

“we did a research and dis-
covered that teacher’s harsh-
ness during learning sessions 
may negatively impact chil-
dren’s understanding on the 

particular subject. we always 
encourage them to be friendly 
to the pupils and apply role-
play approach,” she noted. 
Minister for education, sci-
ence, technology and Voca-
tional training Prof Joyce ndal-
ichako said last month that the 
government has introduced 
online learning sessions that 
are broadcasted by a number 
of televisions and community 
radios across the country.

Prof ndalichako said the 
government has also eliminated 
charges and fees at its libraries as 
well as enable free accessibility of 
learning materials and publica-
tions from the tanzania institute 
of education (tie).

Previously, students had to 
pay fees to access various educa-
tional publications.  the learning 
materials at tie include those 
for preparatory classes, primary 
and secondary schools.

NGO introduces home learning programmes for primary school pupils 

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

PoliCe are holding shaban wasandala 
(32) of Mdeli in the Dodoma city for alleg-
edly masquerading as an officer with the 
tanzania intelligence and security service 
(tiss).

the fake official was also found in posses-
sion of six stolen vehicles.

speaking to reporters here yesterday, Do-
doma Regional Police Commander, Gilles 
Muroto said the suspect was arrested on 
wednesday this year at Medeli area, tam-
bukareli ward. He said wasandala was 
found while impersonating as an officer 
with the national security service.

Muroto claimed that wasandala has been 
identifying himself to various people as an 
intelligence officer, threatening people’s 
lives and soliciting money from them.

He said the suspect has been using the 
names of various top government officials 
to acquire money from a number of people.

“we are still interrogating him before he 
is taken to court,” said RPC Muroto.

the RPC pointed out that on May 10th 
this year at Mbande village in Kongwa Dis-
trict along the Morogoro-Dodoma highway 
police seized a white toyota land Cruiser—
t 936 with chassis number HDJ800003615 
and engine no 1HZ80-0019603.

He said the vehicle was driven by one 

Ramadhani sekiondo (31) a resident of 
Magomeni Mikumi in Dar es salaam who 
claimed that it was handed to him by a per-
son he did not know.

“we are still following up on him to nab 
other people in the car theft network for 
the law to take its course,” Muroto said.

He said two other cars that had no num-
ber plates were seized on May 11 from 
one house in Dodoma’s area ‘a’ in Kizota 
ward. they are a toyota Harrier with Chas-
sis no MCU310001691, and engine no, 
1MZ1589700 and a toyota ist with Chas-
sis no. nCP600209833 and engine no. 
2MZ3578179. “initial investigations showed 
that they had no records on how the vehi-

cles were legally imported. investigations 
are on-going in collaboration with inter-
pol,” said the RPC adding that they arrested 
omnari Chilipachi (29) a resident of sinza 
in Dar es salaam in connection with the car 
theft network.

He further said that on May 11 at area 
‘a’ in Kizota ward a land Rover Discov-
ery with s. africa’s registration num-
ber sJV576 GP with chassis and engine 
numbers (sallaaa135a339616 and 
049053121030305071757 respectively) was 
recovered. He said police are also investi-
gating Jamal Rashidi (28) a resident of area 
‘a’ in Dodoma who is suspected to be in-
volved in the car theft scandal.

Police hold one person over impersonation, seize six stolen vehicles

By Beatrice Philemon

twentY-FiVe women and young leaders in Kilwa dis-
trict have been trained on Covid-19, the highly infectious 
respiratory disease caused by the Coronavirus.

the training offered by actionaid tanzania in collabo-
ration with the Kilwa district council health committee 
will see beneficiaries sharing crucial information on the 
disease to their fellows in respective areas.

actionaid Kilwa Project Coordinator steven Benard 
said training participants were from two non-governmen-
tal organisations—‘tumaini Jipya la wanawake Kilwa Plat-
form’ (tujiwaki) and Kilwa Youth Development initiatives 
(Kiyodi).

the training was conducted on May 8th this year by ep-
idemiologist and surveillance officer Dr Daudi seleman 
from the Focal Development College in Kilwa.

Benard said the trainees will share acquired skills to 
people in ten wards namely, Kivinje, singino, lihimalyao, 
Mandawa, Mitole, njinjo, Miguruwe, Mingumbi, somanga, 
Kinjumbi and namayuni.

“we are glad because trained women and youth leaders 
have started taking initiatives to raise Covid-19 awareness 
in their communities. they are educating people on how 
to prevent the virus spread,” he noted adding that they 
also distribute personal protective equipment (PPe) to 
the residents.

He however said despite efforts to educate resident on 
the pandemic, the villagers are likely to find it difficult to 
combat the deadly disease due to water scarcity.

He called upon the government to consider improving 
water availability at the area to facilitate frequent hand 
washing since most of the villagers cannot afford to buy 
hand sanitisers.

secretary of tumaini Jipya la wanawake Kilwa women 
Platform, Pili Mohamed mentioned the five wards which 
face critical water problems as Mandawa, njinjo,  Migu-
ruwe, Kivinje and singine. she said despite sensitisation 
campaigns on frequent hand washing with soap and run-
ning water, villagers at the wards do not wash their hands 
frequently owing to water scarcity.

“water shortage has affected more women especially in 
njinjo and Miguruwe. the two wards were hit by floods in 
between January and February this year hence the need 
for them to walk 3-7 kilometers in search of water,” said 
Mohamed.

she however noted that there are good numbers of 
people who are still unaware of the novel disease as well 
as its preventive measures. she said efforts are required 
to make sure similar educative programmes on Covid-19 
reaches the people in remote rural areas.

others include time to wear face masks as a precaution 
and if one can be shared from one person to another.

“there are some who ignore to adhere to preventive 
measures insisting the disease has been brought by God, 
so it is the almighty lord who will protect them from be-
ing infected,” she said.

ActionAid trains 
women, young
leaders in Kilwa 
about Covid-19

It’s green bananas aplenty at Dar es Salaam’s Temeke Stereo market, with a bunch fetching between 9,000/- and11,000/-, as Correspondent Jumanne Juma found yesterday.



8   Saturday 16 May  2020

EDITORIALS.OPINION

SATuRDAy 16  MAy  2020

Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

Advertising

Cel: + 0782 253676 E-mails: Advertise@guardian.co.tz 
Website: Ippmedia.com,    epaper.ippmedia.com          

Newsdesk 
General Line:  0745 700710
News Editor:  LusEkELo phILEmoN 
0757 154767
E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts
mANAGING EdItor: WALLACE mAuGGo
CIrCuLAtIoN mANAGEr  : EmmANuEL Lymo

Global commitment to mitigate effects  
of climate change highly commendable 

I
N the last 40 years Tanzania has 
experienced severe and recurring 
droughts with devastating effects to 
agriculture, water and energy sec-

tors. The Notre Dame Global Adaptation 
Initiative(ND-GAIN) Index ranks Tanza-
nia as the 34th most vulnerable and 54th 
least ready to adapt to climate change, of 
the countries it covered for 2015.Currently 
more than 70 per cent of all natural disas-
ters in Tanzania are climate change related 
and are linked to recurrent droughts and 
floods. Tanzania published its National Cli-
mate Change Strategy in 2012, to address 
both adaptation and mitigation in line with 
the country’s vision for sustainable devel-
opment.

The goal of the Strategy is to enable Tan-
zania to effectively adapt to climate change 
and participate in global efforts to mitigate 
climate change with a view to achieving 
sustainable development in line with the 
Five years National Development plan; 
the Tanzania Development Vision 2025, as 
well as national sectoral initiatives.

Indeed  HyPERLINK “https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_impact_
on_the_environment” \o “Human impact 
on the environment” human activities 
can also change earth’s climate, and are 
presently driving climate change through  
HyPERLINK “https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Global_warming” \o “Global warm-
ing” global warming. HyPERLINK “https://
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change” 
\l “cite_note-1”   There is no general agree-
ment in scientific, media or policy docu-
ments as to the precise term to be used to 
refer to  HyPERLINK “https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Human_impact_on_the_environ-
ment” \o “Human impact on the environ-
ment” anthropogenic forced change; either  
global warming  or  climate change may be 
used. HyPERLINK “https://en.wikipedia.
org/wiki/Climate_change” \l “cite_note-:1-2”   
The first describes the average effect on a 
global scale, whilst the second describes 
how different geographical regions are af-

fected differently. 
It is against this backdrop that  Italy  has 

expressed  in February,this year  to give  
Tanzania two million euros, equivalent to 
over five billion shillings to mitigate effects 
of climate change.

The Minister of State in the Vice-Pres-
ident’s Office (union and Environment) 
Mussa Zungu, made this affirmation after 
holding talks with Italian ambassador Rob-
erto Mengoni. The envoy has assured the 
government that the Italian pledge would 
be carried out.

 Kudos to the Italian government. The 
money was to be given to Tanzania in 2016.  
But the money could not be given because 
there was a change in leadership in Italy. 
Now we have been assured that the money 
will be delivered.  We should   thank the 
Italian government for this timely support 
as the money would be gainfully used and 
would greatly help Tanzania protect the 
environment by toning down the effects of 
climate change. 

In other words we should be grateful to 
Italy for making protection of the world’s 
environment one of its priorities.

Effects of climate change  are  trans 
boundary  underscoring the value of in-
ternational cooperation in mitigating the 
effects. No doubt  Italian support would 
help Tanzania protect the environment for 
generations to come.

  The protection of beaches, water sourc-
es and use of alternative energy sources, 
exploring ways and means of turning solid 
waste into friendly energy for domestic 
and other uses is equally extremely essen-
tial. For energy sources currently in use, 
mainly fossil fuels, were doing great harm 
to the environment, he said. 

  European countries damping toxic 
waste in some African countries also   con-
tributes greatly to harming Africa’s envi-
ronment.

With  this Italian gesture   the two coun-
tries  would strengthen existing friendship   
even with leadership changes in Italy. 

 COVID-19 should not divert attention  
from needs of children down with TB

T
uBERCuLOSIS   is caused 
by bacteria   that most 
often affect the lungs. TB 
is spread from person to 

person through the air. When peo-
ple with lung TB cough, sneeze or 
spit, they propel the TB germs into 
the air. A person needs to inhale 
only a few of these germs to be-
come infected. TB is one of the top 
10 causes of death and the leading 
cause from a single infectious agent 
above HIV/AIDS .

A total of 1.5 million people died 
from TB in 2018  including 251 000 
people with HIV   worldwide. In 2018, 
1.1 million children fell ill with TB glob-
ally, and there were 205, 000 child 
deaths due to TB  including among 
children with HIV. 

The International union Against Tu-
berculosis (IuAT)

has warned that if  resources are 
diverted away from child and adoles-
cent tuberculosis   programmes in or-
der to fight COVID-19, the consequenc-
es for the estimated 400,000 children 
and adolescents in the African region 
needing TB and multidrug-resistant 
TB care each year could be devastat-
ing.

As the coronavirus pandemic makes 
its way into the African continent, 
there are concerns about its potential 
impact on the large number of chil-
dren and adolescents living with TB 
infection or disease across the region. 
TB is both curable and preventable 
but remains a major cause of morbid-
ity and mortality in children and ado-
lescents and has only recently been 
afforded the attention that was long 
overdue.

“There is clear overlap in the public 
health response required to confront 
the coronavirus pandemic with what 
is already required for TB – case detec-
tion, contact screening and manage-
ment, and infection control”, said Dr 
Grania Brigden, Director of The un-

ion’s TB Department. “This provides 
an important opportunity to integrate 
rather than disperse health services. 
The needs of children and adolescents 
should be considered when develop-
ing alternative methods for screening, 
referral and medication delivery as 
countries determine how to shift rou-
tine service delivery to minimise con-
tacts in health facilities”

An estimated one million children 
fall ill with TB every year, and one-
quarter of all people with TB disease 
in the world live in Africa. In 2018, of 
all the people living with HIV in the 
world who developed TB, 72 per cent 
of them were in Africa. And sub-Saha-
ran Africa accounted for 82 per cent of 
all HIV-associated TB deaths that same 
year.

It is very true that evidence to date 
would suggest that children and ado-
lescents (0-19 years) are less suscepti-
ble than adults to severe COVID-19, the 
disease caused by SARS-CoV-2. Indeed, 
the numbers of TB-related deaths in 
children and adolescents globally in 
2020 - around a quarter of a million – 
will far exceed those due to COVID-19.

 We  also share the concerns about 
the impact of COVID-19 on recent ef-
forts to scale up TB preventive ther-
apy, particularly in young child con-
tacts (less than five years) or children 
and adolescents living with HIV.   Ef-
forts to secure supply chains of need-
ed medical equipment, laboratory 
commodities and medications for this 
vulnerable population will be critical 
to averting negative impacts.

We appreciate the union’s   call  
on donors and partners to continue 
to support TB care and prevention 
responses – including a focused ef-
fort on child and adolescent TB. The 
union is also calling on national TB 
programmes and ministries of health 
to keep TB and comorbidities on the 
agenda during the COVID-19 response.

COVID-19: Elusive cure and the human cost
 By Mohammed Dahiru Lawal 

WHEN in December 2019, 
COVID-19 which is caused by 
a new strain of coronaviruses 
called severe acute respiratory 
syndrome 2 (SARS-CoV-2) broke 
out in faraway China, the world 
stood with hands on the hips 
and elbows turned outwards, 
watching the East Asian Socialist 
country struggle tenaciously with 
what everyone wanted to believe 
was their own headache.

As part of their strategic re-
sponse to minimize casualty and 
curb escalation, ‘their headache’ 
culminated into the now contro-
versial country constructing a 
645,000-square-foot makeshift 
medical facility, made up of two 
floors and equipped with 1,000 
beds, several isolation wards, and 
30 intensive care units at Wuhan, 
the epicenter of the outbreak in 
just 10 days.

However, before the end of the 
first quarter of the new year, the 
virus overwhelmed China’s pur-
ported sagacity, caught the world 
off guard and sent us reeling for 
solutions.

understandably, it was a stra-
tegic panic reaction rather than 
a curative means of solving the 
problem, with various world 
leaders imposing measures they 
agree was best under the prevail-
ing circumstance, and lockdowns 
– practicable in some advanced 
climes with appreciable level of 
social security but devastating 
for other regions especially eco-
nomically inferior nations – be-
came the most adopted course of 
action in the shared battle against 
the pandemic, while the world 

awaits a scientific cure. But what 
if the cure for COVID-19 is never 
found, shall we then remain in 
our tents at the expense of all ag-
gregated human consequences?

Already, cases in Nigeria are ex-
ponentially increasing and the ef-
fect of lockdowns are manifesting 
in the form of job loss, hunger, in-
accessible health care, increase in 
domestic violence, rising cases of 
sexual assault, to mention a few.

In Kano for example, there is 
a drastic decline in the number 
of women attending antenatal 
care in primary health centers 
due to issues of mobility, law en-
forcement excesses and financial 
constraints. Some cannot afford 
as paltry as NGN100 for PCB and 
urinalysis tests because their hus-

bands are no longer earning any-
thing, thereby increasing the risk 
of maternal mortality.

While on the other hand, sex-
ual assault counsellors cannot 
see victims because they are not 
on the list of identified essential 
workers thereby risking at least 
five cases daily which aggregate 
to about 100 cases in a month at 
danger of unwanted pregnan-
cies and sexually transmitted 
diseases. While predictions show 
it could take anything from nine 
months to two years to create 
a vaccine, it is worthy to note – 
while clarifying that a vaccine 
prevents a disease and a cure 
ends it – there are diseases that 
have no vaccines till date.

In 1984, the uS Secretary of 

Health and Human Services Margaret 
Heckler announced at a press confer-
ence in Washington, D.C., that scientists 
had successfully identified the virus that 
later became known as HIV – and pre-
dicted that a preventative vaccine would 
be ready for testing in two years.

Nearly four decades, 72 million infec-
tions and 32 million deaths later, the 
world is still waiting for an HIV vaccine.

While science may eventually come 
to the rescue, I do not think it is the an-
swer at this point because its processes 
are painstaking. I prefer a more proactive 
humanity that will manage the situation 
at minimal or no risk.

I also believe that since the last global 
pandemic, if natural science has keenly 
advanced at the pace with which tech-
nology has remarkably evolved, the 
Coronavirus would have been settled by 
now.

Instead of wasting billions on pallia-
tives that will either never be adequate or 
be enmeshed in fraudulent and corrupt 
acquisitions, the federal government 
should deploy resources in purchasing 
test kits and training manpower for ag-
gressive testing in all polling units and 
primary health centers, isolate positive 
cases for the duration of their recovery 
period, ease lockdowns for negative 
cases to go about their businesses and 
earn legitimate livelihood while enforc-
ing usage of personal protective equip-
ment, social distancing and the use of 
the new Brazilian made eyeball fever 
scan – one of the most frequent symp-
toms of COVID-19 capable of measuring 
body temperature from a distance and in 
crowded environments – at every entry 
and exit points in work places, markets, 
social and religious gatherings, transport 
systems and even homes. 

The is the best way to ensure that lock-
downs don’t cave in on us!

By  Sabine Lehmann   

WHEN lockdown ends, people are going to want 
safe spaces in which to meet, do business and have 
fun. What can venues do to get ready? 

China has ended lockdown in Wuhan, the city 
where the novel coronavirus first appeared, but it 
has become clear a return to “normal” life is not on 
the cards for that city — or indeed anywhere.

After 10 weeks in lockdown, residents of Wuhan 
are reeling, with the New york Times reporting that 
re-opened businesses are facing difficulties in get-
ting back up to speed and that strict regulations on 
people’s movements remain in place.

In South Africa, we should be planning for when 
we, too, are allowed to venture out. For popular en-
tertainment and tourist venues, this is especially im-
portant.

Attractions such as museums, national parks, 
aquaria and water parks and shopping malls are an 
important part of the economy and need to be ready 
to respond to plenty of pent-up demand.

uS and uK polls indicate that museums and other 
cultural attractions will be at the top of the list of 
places people will want to visit in order to spend 

time with family and friends again.
Research in the uS by Colleen Dillenschneider 

looks at adults’ “intention to visit” cultural entities 
and indicates that “most people are currently main-
taining comparatively strong intentions to visit” 
within the next three to six months.

Similarly, in the uK, BVA BDRC, a consumer in-
sights consultancy, has been tracking consumer sen-
timent towards travel, leisure and hospitality. Twen-
ty-nine percent of respondents said they would “go 
on a day out to a visitor attraction” within the next 
three to six months. 

It should be noted that this relates to the uS and 
uK summer, traditionally indicating higher inten-
tions to visit places than during winter.

Dampened economic activity and depressed in-
ternational tourism will affect South African visitor 
numbers for the foreseeable future. But what can 
managers of facilities and attractions do now to min-
imise the impact?

Firstly, they need to assess their sites and custom-
er bases to understand what demand might look like 
after lockdown. Open, outdoor sites are likely to be 
in higher demand than closed, confined spaces. A 
place that was heavily dependent on international 

visitors will look very different to the attraction that 
was dependent on local and domestic travel.

Sites that depended on older customers may see 
very different demand levels to those catering to a 
younger profile. 

Venues for conferences, events and concerts will 
have a different recovery trajectory to those that rely 
on individual visitors. What role will school groups 
play in the next six months, as the school year re-
mains significantly disrupted?

Restarting micro-economies is likely to happen in 
segments, with highly localised demand at first (i.e. 
the closest neighbourhoods to customers), followed 
by daytrippers who can visit in cars or via public 
transport, then domestic visitors from further afield, 
and eventually international visitors. Timelines for 
such evolution are unknown, but destinations need 
to start assessing their historical consumer data to 
understand likely demand curves.

Places designed to accommodate large groups will 
clearly need a rethink, with physical distancing and 
contactless transactions essential. Such measures 
might well be anathema to business people hard-
wired into attracting crowds. Structural changes 
could be costly and take time to set up.

Enterprises need to plan for physical distancing and a cashless economy
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By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu, recently in
 Kigoma

M
iniStry of agriculture has promised to pro-
vide full support to military institutions in 
Kigoma region to effectively and efficiently 
engage and run their main role of production, 

economic activities and the recent given role of production 
of improved seedlings of the tenera variety of oil palms.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of agriculture Ger-
ald Kusaya gave the promise in different occasions when 
he visited the institutions saying they need to effectively 
carrying out their task of production and multiplication of 
improved seedlings of Oil Palm called tenera variety as 
per the directive of the Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa.

Kusaya, accompanied by directors in the Ministry of ag-
riculture visited different Military institutions including 
Kwitanga Prison, and Bulombora JKt which were assigned 
by the Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa to produce and mul-
tiply the improved seedlings of Oil Palm called tenera for 
the farmers in the country. 

While at JKt Bulombora Military Camp, the Permanent 
secretary said he would take soil scientists from tari-
Mlingano in tanga to conduct soil analysis at the national 
Service Camp to determine the crop-available concentra-
tions and nutrients. He also promised to support irrigation 
system so that the Military Camp can carry out agricultural 
activities effectively.

“i direct that soil scientists from tari Mlingano in tanga 
should come here immediately to conduct soil analysis. 
they will  tell you everything you need to know about your 
soil and available nutrients, the soil structure and even its 
microbiology. this will help you make informed decision of 
where to grow a particular crop in this area,” he said.

if you understand the type of soil you need for agricul-
ture, you will stand a better position to manage your soil 
properly  and improve yield and that is the best way to in-
crease yield of the improved seedlings of Oil Palm called 
tenera variety and other crops being grown here for 
yourself and for the farmers, he added.

“you cannot explain the genesis of this oil palm crop 
without mentioning Kigoma region. this initiative by the 
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa started here. the govern-
ment is working to revamp this crop of Oil Palm and JKt 
is part of the government. specifically, i want to thank JKt 
leadership for backing up this initiative and i hope togeth-
er, we will achieve this goal,” he said.

Ministry of agriculture has 17 agricultural research cen-
tres and other 14 agriculture training colleges. i am also 

thinking on how we can take them on board help carry out 
this work of production and multiplication of the improved 
tenera seeds.

 “My researchers have told me that they have a road map 
to research and produce five million improved seeds per 
year, but i have directed them to produce more up to ten 
million per year. if they need help, i will direct some institu-
tions and colleges under my Ministry to join them fast track 
this work,” he said.

tari Director General Dr. Geoffrey Mkamilo said with 
soil health knowledge, Bulombora JKt Military Camp will 
be able to balance the nutrients available in the soils and 
understand how physical properties like compaction are 
reducing the crop’s rooting depth and drought tolerance 
among other things for improved production. 

if they address chemical imbalances and soil structural 
issues, the biodiversity in the soil will increase naturally 
and with time this will result in better fruits and proper uti-
lization of many crops per small area.

earlier on, JKt Bulombora Military Camp Commander 
Major Victor faustin told the Permanent Secretary that the 
task of production and multiplication of improved seed-
lings of Oil Palm called tenera variety is going on well and 
so far the Camp is preparing 2,000 acre farm for develop-

ment of the oil palm.
“So far we have cleared and pre-

pared 800 acres out of 2,000 acres 
and this work is going on. We have 
managed to control and manage the 
germinator for better results and only 
few seedlings seem to shrink because 
of the shock sustained during trans-
planting, but a good percentage have 
survived and thriving well,” he added.

Commander faustin lauded tari 
for regular visits for technical back-
stopping saying they have acquired 
enough knowledge and skills to fruit-
fully produce the seedlings.

He said establishment of the farms 
to produce and conduct multiplica-
tion of improved seedlings of Oil Palm 
has also played multiple roles, first as 
part of JKt work but second as demo 
farms for the youth joining the nation-
al service.

“these youth are learning good ag-
riculture practices. they have learnt 

how germinators work and different 
steps taken for the seeds to grow. they 
have learnt what nursery and primary 
seedlings is all about, how to plant in 
the farm, intervals, spacing which is a 
full education of farming the oil palm,” 
he aid. at Kwitanga Prison, the Perma-
nent Secretary Kusaya commended 
the Camp for big progress made in the 
production of improved oil palm seed-
lings of variety tenera. 

“at least every Kigoma district coun-
cil has been given the task to produce 
more than 30,000 improved seed-
lings, if you add with the improved 
seedlings that comes from Military 
institutions like yours, the private sec-
tor and other institutions, we are likely 
to surpass the target and achieve the 
goals,” he said.

He also promised to support Kwi-
tanga prison conduct its economic ac-
tivities of increasing production of the 
improved seedlings for the farmers in 

Ministry urges military institutions in Kigoma to boost oil palm farming

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture Gerald Kusaya, directors and other researchers listen to Kwitanga Prison Commanders on 
the progress of improved oil palm seedlings of TENNERA variety. Photo by Gerald Kitabu 

The time to prepare for a second Covid-19 wave is now
By Andy Slavitt

a
MeriCan physician and 
immunologist Dr anthony 
Stephen fauci has served 
as director of the uS na-

tional institute of allergy and in-
fectious Diseases since 1984. Since 
January 2020 he has been one of the 
lead members of the trump admin-
istration’s White House Coronavirus 
task force addressing the Covid-19 
pandemic in the uS.

Dr fauci has just testified before 
the uS Senate that it is an absolute 
certainty that there will be new out-
breaks of Covid-19 cases. But he ex-
pressed concerns that “reopening” 
the country could cause even fur-
ther outbreaks.

Kentucky republican rand Paul, 
the first uS senator to test posi-
tive for Covid-19, however says that 
there will be no second wave. Who 
to believe?

the White House forecasts that 
there will be an additional 10,000 
deaths as a result of starting to open 
the country. But they aren’t doing 
anything to discourage this.

the idea of a wave makes peo-
ple think about peaks. People talk 
about peaks as if peaks are what al-
low people to ease their circulation 
with people: “Don’t worry, we’ve 
passed the peak.”

We create the peaks. We end the 
peaks. We lower the peaks. and we 
can make new peaks. Passing peaks 
only means hospital beds are more 
empty. it doesn’t mean that you 
need to fill them.

One question is whether there 
will be a big wave or lots of small 
waves? in the 1918 flu pandemic, 
when 650,000 americans died, dif-
ferent parts of the country had dif-
ferent patterns based on how they 
managed social distancing.

even though cases haven’t 
dropped in many places, and could 
grow over the summer. Let’s talk 
about the autumn when people 
think about larger peaks. We could 
have millions of children returning 
to colleges and schools, flu season, 
sports and other things could be 
starting.

Will a second wave be worse? un-
mitigated: if we go into the autumn 
scrambling for PPe (personal pro-

tection equipment), not able to get 
hands on remdesivir or therapies, 
with exhausted nurses and with-
out the ability to test and contain, 
it could be worse. Mitigated: if we 
stop wishful thinking and plan, we 
can make it different.

Guidelines are emerging on how 
to be safer in workplaces, on public 
transit transport system, and in oth-
er parts of public life. these need to 
be present for all elements of soci-
ety. the guidelines here are good.

With all that we have to do, why 
prepare for a second wave now? if 
we are going to tempt fate and then 
relax social distancing, we had bet-
ter prepare. Save every life possible.

need for action. if you can’t handle 
the leadership that is required, con-
sider resigning.

if a second major wave never 
comes some will say all this prepa-
ration will be for nothing. But that’s 
what we do. We prepare to keep our 
people safe. Like the $600 billion 
every year on the military. Of course, 
we will need this preparation.

the coronavirus saga will take 
twists and turns – many, sadly, of our 
own making. But there’s no excuse 
now that we’re out of april not to be 
prepared for future twists and turns.

Don’t count on the government to 
put sufficient value on your lives and 
the lives of your family members. if 

it doesn’t prepare for a second wave, 
we should prepare ourselves.

if we create conditions where a 
second wave is more likely, we had 
damn well better be prepared to 
cut it off. Leadership is easy in good 
times. Leadership is important in 
challenging times.

Getting burned by lack of prepa-
ration is something we should never 
have to go through again. We need 
to learn from our earlier mistakes 
to mitigate the suffering when new 
outbreaks occur.

	 •	 Andy	 Slavitt	 is	
former	 Medicare	 and	 Medic-
aid	 head	 for	 President	 Barack	
Obama.

We don’t want to live through 
March again. in february after i was 
sent the projected italy and South 
Korea curves, i wrote letters to all 
the governors urging us to be South 
Korea and act aggressively to con-
tain. We didn’t. next time, we should 
aim to be South Korea.

How should we prepare? Build in-
telligence and respond fast; gener-
ate the best clinical evidence; access 
therapies and supplies in emergency 
use authorisation; red team scenar-
ios with emergency response; train 
contact tracing workforce; set up 
telemedicine to keep care going for 
patients; and flu immunisations.

also: create caches of PPe; have 

masks for every resident; get nursing 
homes safe from infections now; call 
centres implement new OSHa regu-
lations; and prepare schools for flex-
ible closings if in session. 

Prepare for Day 1 of a second wave: 
deploy testing community wide; iso-
late those who test positive; contact 
trace and isolate; have businesses 
prepare for shutdown in 24 hours; 
close air and rail; prepare hospital 
support; and shift resources to hot 
spot cities.

it is important for every political 
leader to think about how to build 
and maintain the political capital 
needed to take quick action. Start 
communicating now about the likely 

the region and the country at large.
the Officer in-Charge, Kwitanga 

Prison, Senior Superintendent of 
Prison (SSP) Dominic Kazimil said 
Kwitanga Prison is committed and 
determined to heed the Prime Minis-
ter’s directive to ensure the exercise of 
multiplication of the seedlings is done 
around the clock and be distributed to 
as many farmers as possible. 

“We have been working very close-
ly with the Ministry of agriculture 
through tari Kihinga, and Depart-
ment of agriculture in Kigoma region. 
So far we have produced more than 
273,050 seedlings of oil palm variety 
called tenera that will be distributed 
across the country,” he said.

tari Kihinga Centre acting direc-
tor Dr filson Mbezi Kagimbo, said to 
produce more seedlings, the centre 
is planning to raise the yield from 5 
metric tonnes per hectare to 9 metric 
tonnes. Kagimbo said the researchers 
will study the tenera varieties and 
variations to see which tenera prog-
enies will be the best.

“after getting the best tenera prog-
enies, researchers will go back and 
trace which parents produced those 
best tenera progenies and kept 
them to be used as parental materi-
als for production of the best tenera 
progenies. By so doing, the yield will 
raise from 5 metric tonnes to 9 metric 
tonnes as it is in Malysia,” he said.  

tari Director General Dr Geoffrey 
Mkamilo explained that the produc-
tion and dissemination of the im-
proved seedlings of tenera variety 
aims also at getting raw materials for 
the industrial economy as per the 
President John Pombe Magufuli’s vi-
sion.

He commended the Permanent Sec-
retary in the Ministry of agriculture 
Gerald Kusaya for being a visionary 
leader saying the visit has rekindled a 
new zeal, curiosity and commitment 
for the workers.  
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Newest developments in SARS-CoV-2 research: Some ‘abnormal’ discoveries
By Special Correspondent

t
He united states has seen huge growth in Covid-19 cases, far 
outpacing previous estimates in terms of the number of ameri-
cans infected and dead.

Current projections by various organisations show that Cov-
id-19 mortality and morbidity will only increase in the coming months 
as most states are in the process of reopening.

In previous weeks, we described the multi-organ effects of sars-
CoV-2 infection – its effects on the lung, brain, kidneys, and intestines 
to name a few.

as the pandemic continues, clinicians are beginning to note an in-
creasing number of symptoms and effects normally not seen in respira-
tory infections. this week’s post will give updates on two mystery ef-
fects of sars-CoV-2 infection.

the first is the Paediatric Multisystem Inflammatory syndrome 
(PMIs). Media headlines this week have been filled with news about 
nearly 100 children in the us having symptoms of an inflammatory 
condition termed Pediatric Multisystem Inflammatory syndrome that 
may have been related to Covid-19.

In hard-hit New York, Governor andrew Cuomo announced that at 
least 73 children had been diagnosed with PMIs – with three fatalities.

first identified by physicians in the uK, some children were found to 
have toxic shock syndrome, fevers, cardiac inflammation, gastrointesti-
nal symptoms, and atypical Kawasaki syndrome. Kawasaki disease (KD) 
is most often seen in children under the age of five and more in males 
than females.

While the origins are yet to be established, the CDC reports that there 
may be seasonality associated with KD. KD causes an inflammation of 
the arteries and is the leading cause of acquired heart disease in the us.

Many children diagnosed with PMIs tested positive for the coronavi-
rus, although some did not. some children also did not develop PMIs 
until a month after exposure to sars-CoV-2.

While an inflammatory response is normal during infections, causing 
observable effects such as fevers, the response in children with PMIs is 
different, perhaps owing to individual genetic factors, thus manifesting 

Chinese govt, enterprises win acclaim for anti-COVID-19 solidarity with Africa
ADDIS ABABA

a
MID the rapid spread 
of COVID-19 across 
the african continent 
and a growing need 

for swift response to tackle the 
virus, the Chinese government 
and Chinese companies are 
winning acclaim for exerting 
solidarity and support to afri-
ca’s fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic.

according to the latest fig-
ures from the africa Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (africa CDC), the death 
toll from the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic on the african 
continent reached 2,403 as the 
number of confirmed cases hit 
69,578 as of Wednesday after-
noon.

China, which is also present-
ly fighting COVID-19 at home, 
is strengthening its support to 
african countries and regional 
organizations in support of the 
continent’s fight against the vi-
rus.

as part of China’s support 
to africa’s anti-COVID-19 re-
sponse efforts, the Chinese 
medical experts who were on 
a special mission to help Dji-
boutian people fight COVID-19 
have just left the country on 
Monday after winning honors 
for their work. On behalf of 
the Djiboutian government, 
foreign Minister Mahmoud 
ali Youssouf and Health Min-
ister Mohamed Warsama Dir-
ieh saw them off at the airport 
after rewarding them certifi-
cates of merit.

the Chinese medical team, 
composed of 12 experts spe-
cializing in respiratory and in-
fectious disease control, inten-
sive care, traditional Chinese 
medicine, and others, arrived 
in Djibouti on april 30 after 
spending about two weeks in 
ethiopia, working with ethio-
pian colleagues to prevent and 
control the spread of the novel 
coronavirus.

to support african countries 
in their response to COVID-19, 
the Chinese government has 
sent medical teams to ethio-
pia, Burkina faso, Djibouti, 
Cote d’ivoire, Zimbabwe, the 
Democratic republic of the 
Congo and algeria.

Besides, there are nearly 
1,000 Chinese medical per-
sonnel working in africa long-
term, according to China’s 
National Health Commission. 
China has sent about 22,000 
medical workers accumula-
tively to africa during the past 
decades, and benefited about 

220,000,000 local patients 
in total, according to Chinese 
ambassador to togo Chao 
Weidong.

During the past months, 
massive medical supplies do-
nated by the Chinese govern-
ment and companies have 
also distributed to african 
countries and regions, includ-
ing facial masks, disposable 
protective clothing, forehead 
thermometers, medical pro-
tective goggles, gloves and 
shoe covers for medical use, 
among other equipments.

High-level african officials 
and experts, representatives 
of national and international 
organizations and offices, 
diplomats of various african 
countries, as well as repre-
sentatives of the african union 
(au) and the africa CDC have 
commended the anti-COV-
ID-19 support exerted by the 
Chinese government and vari-
ous Chinese companies, which 
they described as “critical” in 
curtailing the rapid increase 
of COVID-19 across different 
parts of the african continent.

Dawit Yirga, Director Gen-
eral of asia and Oceania af-
fairs at the ethiopian Ministry 
of foreign affairs, said during 
the event that the ever-grow-
ing China-africa strategic part-
nership has shown vitality and 
strength amid the common 
fight against the COVID-19 
pandemic.

“africa and China are all 
weather friends and the si-
no-africa strategic partner-
ship has shown vitality and 
strength in this time of un-
precedented challenges,” Yir-
ga said, adding that “solidarity 
is indeed the bedrock of the 
africa-China partnership and 
when the corona pandemic 
outbreak happened in China, 
africa stood firmly in solidar-
ity with China.”

Yirga, expressing appre-
ciation to the “leadership and 
commitment of the people 
and government of China in 
successfully containing the 
spread of the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” also stressed that as 
COVID-19 spreads to across 
the globe including in africa, 
China is supporting the afri-
can continent.

“We are indeed very grate-
ful to China for its support and 
solidarity at this difficult mo-
ment in the fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic,” the Di-
rector General said.

“the support mobilized by 
the Chinese government and 
the private sector, including 

the Jack Ma foundation, to 
assist the COVID-19 response 
efforts in africa is very much 
appreciated,” the director gen-
eral stressed.

Noting China’s “commend-
able willingness” in sharing its 
successful experience by de-
ploying medical teams in ethi-
opian and other african coun-
tries, Yirga also expressed his 
confidence that the “sino-
africa strategic partnership, 
which has passed the test of 
time, will once again prove its 
resilience.”

the China-aided medical 
supplies that arrived in addis 
ababa on april 23 were trans-
ferring to 12 african countries 
and regions that are angola, 
Cameroon, Central african re-
public (Car), Chad, Djibouti, 
Lesotho, Madagascar, Namib-
ia, Niger, rwanda, somalia as 
well as tanzania’s Zanzibar, it 
was noted.

ethiopia has already re-
ceived medical supplies from 
China recently, while more is 
said to be on the way to the 
east african country, while 
another batch of China-aided 
medical supplies has been 
shipped to some other african 
countries via accra, Ghana 
earlier last month.

Mafa sejanamane, Permanent rep-
resentative of Lesotho to the au and 
the uN economic Commission for 
africa (uNeCa) and ambassador of 
Lesotho to ethiopia, also stressed 
that “China’s support is essential in 
africa’s anti-COVID-19 fight.”

sejanamane, who noted China’s 
medical supplies’ aid to african coun-
tries as a crucial part of the continent-
wide strategy to beat the COVID-19 
pandemic, also said that “COVID-19 
has brought about the worst crisis in 
a century, in combating the worst cri-
sis in a century. We need to put our 
hands together.”

“We are pleased that the Chinese 
people and government are on the 
forefront of this particular struggle. 
With the cooperation of all our inter-
national partners we will be able to 
triumph,” sejanamane said.

tewolde Gebremariam, CeO 
of ethiopian airlines Group, also 
hailed the China-africa cooperation 
and solidarity in the fight against 
COVID-19, saying that “as an african, 
I would like to take this opportunity 
on behalf of all africans to thank 
Chinese government for the gener-
ous donation of COVID-19 personal 
protective equipments and medical 
supplies.”

“these are lifesaving medical sup-
plies, so speed is very important,” 
the CeO said, as he emphasized the 
ethiopian flag carrier’s resolve to 
deliver the latest medical supplies 

“very fast and intact to all african 
countries.”

“africa needs China and China 
needs africa. We’re in this together 
in the fight against COVID-19,” Ge-
bremariam said.

In addition to the Chinese govern-
ment’s solidarity with africa on the 
face of COVID-19, Chinese compa-
nies and civil organizations are also 
providing urgently needed supplies 
to african countries.

the au Commission Chairperson, 
Moussa faki Mahamat, has com-
mended the Chinese tech entrepre-
neur and philanthropist, Jack Ma, 
following Ma’s latest announcement 
of the third batch of medical sup-
plies donated by the Jack Ma and 
alibaba foundations in support of 
the au and the africa CDC’s efforts 
in containing the spread of COVID-19 
across africa.

“I thanked Jack Ma for the dona-
tions of supplies to the au Commis-
sion. this includes 4.6 million masks, 
500,000 test kits, 200,000 Personal 
Protective equipments, as well as 
300 ventilators,” Mahamat said after 
holding a phone call with Jack Ma on 
the latest medical supplies donation.

the chairperson of the 55-member 
pan african bloc also stressed that 
“these vital supplies will enhance 
the africa CDC’s strategic stockpile 
to assist member states in the COV-
ID-19 fight.”

the au Commissioner of social 

affairs, amira elfadil, also echoed 
Mahamat’s comments as she em-
phasized the vital role of the latest 
batch of massive medical equipment 
donation from the Jack Ma founda-
tion, calling it “a true solidarity with 
africa.”

elfadil emphasized that the dona-
tion from Jack Ma would support the 
au’s recently launched Partnership 
to accelerate COVID-19 testing “test 
and trace” initiative.

ahmed Ogwell, Deputy Director of 
africa CDC, also hailed the donation 
made by Jack Ma, saying that “this is 
a partnership that works. the africa 
CDC values friends of africa.”

On March 22, the first batch of 
massive medical supplies donated 
by China’s Jack Ma foundation and 
alibaba foundation arrived in afri-
ca. the medical supplies include 5.4 
million face masks, kits for 1.08 mil-
lion detection tests, 40,000 sets of 
protective clothing and 60,000 sets 
of protective face shields, according 
to the Jack Ma foundation, in which 
each of the 54 countries receiv-
ing some 100,000 medical masks, 
20,000 test kits and 1,000 protective 
suits and face shields.

also on april 6, the Jack Ma foun-
dation and alibaba foundation 
made the second round of dona-
tions, which went to all 54 countries 
in africa as the continent grapples 
with the pandemic.

   Xinhua

Members of a 
Chinese medical 
team posed for a 
photo upon their 
arrival at the 
airport in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, 
April 16, 2020. 
(Xinhua)

as PMIs.
More research is needed to definitively link PMIs 

and Covid-10 as well as the long-term effects on mor-
bidity and mortality in children.

the second is coronavirus in semen. sars-CoV-2 

is known to spread via respiratory droplets that 
originate from an infected individual. What was not 
known until recently was the relation between the 
virus and other bodily fluids.

a study found no evidence of sars-CoV-2 in the se-

men and urine of an infected male; however, the authors do 
admit that other factors could be at play – such as clearance 
of the virus from the body (samples were provided eight 
days after the man tested positive for Covid-19 through a 
nasal swab).

another limitation of the study was the study size: one 
male. a larger study of 34 patients later also found no evi-
dence for viral presence in seminal fluid. However, it should 
be noted that the semen samples were collected around 31 
days after testing positive for Covid-19.

On the other hand, a more recent study with 38 individu-
als found that two of 23 recovering patients had detectable 
sars-CoV-2 in semen as opposed to four of the 15 males in 
the acute stage of the infection.

these numbers indicate that detectable viral quantity in 
semen may be high during the acute phase of the infection 
and subsequently decrease during recovery, perhaps ex-
plaining the results of the two previously mentioned stud-
ies.

More evidence is needed to evaluate whether sars-CoV-2 
can be sexually transmissible. the presence of viruses in se-
men is not uncommon during certain viral infections and 
does not automatically mean that it can be spread through 
sexual activity, but enhanced preventative measures may 
be needed if that is found to be true.

science continues to supply guidance and insight despite 
the virus-imposed slowdown, and serves as a source of 
hope during otherwise uncertain days.

 
•A Princeton GMOP dispatch written/edited by Jeffrey 

Lee, Noel Park and Ezra Levy, graduate students in the 
Department of Molecular Biology at Princeton Univer-
sity in New Jersey, the US. However, the views expressed 
herein are of the authors themselves.
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By Guardian Correspondent, 
Morogoro

THE Morogoro-based Sustain-
able Holistic Development Foundation 
(SUHODE) has underscored the need 
for the government and other players to 
reinforce wildlife conservation efforts, 
at this critical time when the world is 
grappling with Covid-19 pandemic.

The foundation’s director, Frank Lu-
vanda said that there are unscrupulous 
people who have been using the spread 
of Coronavirus as a leeway for them to 
ponder wildlife resources, something 
which poses a threat to the growth of 
tourism, which in Tanzania remain the 
leading Forex earner.

“We’re fully aware of the efforts made 
by the government to combat elephant 
poaching and poaching of other wildlife 
species. But, as nation we should not 
rest but continue to fight against wildlife 

poaching in whatever ways possible so 
long as they conform to human rights 
principles and rule of law,” he said. 

Poaching, according to Luvanda, if 
left unchecked and prevented will con-
tribute towards weakening tourism sec-
tor in Tanzania. Tourism contributes a 
great role in our national economy by 
contributing 25 per cent of foreign ex-
change revenues and 17percent of the 
total GDP.

 “It is a simple logic; failure to protect 
wildlife species and their habitats is also 
a failure to protect tourism hence allow-
ing sabotage to our national economy. 
The current COVID-19 pandemic has in 
many ways affected tourism not only in 
Tanzania but all over the world hence 
impeding economic performance to 
many countries,” Luvanda said in a five-
page statement.

Therefore, the environmentalist said: 
“In order to protect tourism we must all 

Environmental 
foundation 
calls for stiffer 
measures to 
curb poaching 
amid Covid-19

nEWS/nEWS FEaTUrES

unite to fight against wildlife poaching, 
destruction of water sources and   rivers, 
address the negative impact of climate 
change, protect natural forests, and 
protect wildlife corridors and dispersal 
areas.” 

There is a great need to improve 
policies and legal framework governing 
tourism in the country for the purpose 
of addressing several legal-framework 
based challenges that affect tourism 
industry in Tanzania such as conflict-
ing policies/acts, the need to have a 
one stop centre for payment of various 
taxes, fees, levy, and royalties, according 
to him.

SUHODE Foundation requests the 
government to increase more efforts in 
protecting natural forests, water sourc-
es, wildlife species, wildlife habitats, and 
river banks.

Luvanda said environmental protec-
tion provides a basis for sustainable 
economy as most economic interven-
tions depend on healthy ecosystem.  

“It is quite evident that most invest-
ments need water for various uses. Fur-
thermore, local communities who most 
of them are farmers depend more on 
healthy ecosystems for rain stability, soil 
fertility, water sources, balancing weath-
er, and ecosystem services.” 

He however encouraged Tanzanians 
to embrace sustainable investments at 
local, national, and international levels 
for the purpose of safeguarding our eco-
systems and people.

Some of the drivers of environmental 
destruction in Tanzania include but not 
limited to higher population, agricultur-
al expansion, human settlements, over 
grazing, bush fires, poaching, water pol-

lution, air pollution, mining extraction, 
infrastructure development, encroach-
ment farming, dynamite fishing, poison 
fishing, and expansion of monoculture 
plantations in grassland ecosystems.

He vowed: “SUHODE foundation will 
continue to work in collaboration with 
various stakeholders to support conser-
vation and sustainable uses of natural 
forests by supporting all forms of joint 
or participatory forest management 
where local communities participate 
fully in sustainable management of nat-
ural forests in their respective localities. 

“as foundation, we believe that all 
forms of participatory forest conserva-
tion such as Joint Forest Management 
( JFM), Participatory Forest Manage-
ment (PFM), and Community Based 
Forest Management (CBFM) are very 
crucial and should be supported and 

By Guardian Reporter

EnTrEPrEnEUr and small-
scale redevelopment is one of the 
key aspects in job creation and 
economic growth at individual 
and national level. Due to this im-
portance, the government estab-
lished the Small Industries Devel-
opment Organization (SIDO) as a 
parastatal organization that was 
established by the act of Parlia-
ment no.28/1973, with the aim to 
plan, coordinate, promote and of-
fer every form of services to small 
industries. 

SIDO director general Prof Syl-
vester Mpanduji describes SIDO 
as a state-run entity designed to 
spearhead development of small 
industries in the country. Its focus 
being to build, invent, and sustain 
innovation in entrepreneurship 
by empowering people, groups 
and different institutions so that 
they can positively to the coun-
try’s sustainable development.

He says the fifth-phase govern-
ment under President Dr John 
Magufuli has been implementing 
the industrial economy strategy, 
which is meant to transform Tan-
zania into one of the semi- indus-
trial nations by 2025, whereby 
contribution of the industry sec-
tor is expected to reach 40 per-
cent of national GDP.

Eng Mpanduji says to reach the 
target Tanzania is set to change its 
economic system from the cur-
rent that rely on selling unpro-
cessed goods, tourism and min-
erals to the new system that rely 
on selling agro-goods which have 
been added value and processed 
industrial goods.

Since the government, came 
into power, SIDO facilitated the es-
tablishment of a number of small 
industries in the country such as 
spearheading new technologies 
for small and medium industries.

For the past four years, SIDO 
has invented a total of 699 new 
technologies and distributed to 
beneficiaries across the country. 
among of those technologies in-
clude  cashew nuts, cassava and 
palm processing  as well as food 
processing, reducing the use of 
fuel wood   for cooking energy, 
food packaging, brick-making ma-
chines, chalks making, cooking oil 
extraction from edible oil seeds. 
Others are soap making and pack-
aging and small machines that 
were distributed to beneficiaries 

during that time, says Prof Mpan-
duji. “These new technologies 
have helped to strengthen and 
improve quality of products of 
entrepreneurs and it has led to 
the introduction of new projects/ 
industries, which were 7,651 and 
the introduction of 4,513, which 
created new 19,873 employment 
opportunities.”

according to Prof Mpanduji, 
the invention of the technologies 
meant to support the industriali-
zation agenda and the country’s 
zeal of becoming a middle in-
come nation by 2025.

He said that the organization’s 
strides intends to encourage and 
facilitate the growth of manufac-
turing products in the small and 
medium-sized industry, using the 
best technology, and ultimately to 
grow and increase productivity 
by increasing employment and 
income, as well as to contribute to 
poverty eradication in the coun-
try.

He noted that entrepreneur-
ship and small scale industries are 
vital in to curbing employment 
crisis and improving economy in 
the country.

On entrepreneurs training, 
business management, Prof 
Moanduji says: “In several train-
ing that we have conducted, we 
fed entrepreneurs and small-
scale industrialists with prerequi-
site skills and knowledge on fac-
tory establishment, agribusiness, 
food processing and packaging. 
We trained the group to be more 
innovative in business and mar-
ket strategies.”

according to him, a total of 
62,543 entrepreneurs have ben-
efited from various courses pro-
vided by Sido.

On building infrastructure for 
entrepreneurs, the official says 
SIDO owns industrial areas with 
at least 467 factories across the 
country. The industrial areas have 
all the required infrastructures 
and services such as Technol-
ogy Development Centres (TDCs), 
Training Cum Production Centers 
(TPCs), factory buildings, electric-
ity, water, roads and communica-
tion systems. In 2017/18 fiscal year 
the government provided 5bn/- 
for the construction of four new 
offices in   Simiyu, Geita, Chato 
and Katavi and twelve factory 
buildings in Dodoma, Manyara, 
Kagera, Mtwara and Geita,” he 
explains.

He further says that in 2018/19 
financial year, the organisa-
tion received 2bn/- for the con-
struction of factory buildings 
and TCDs in Mtwara, ruvuma, 
Kigoma, Lindi, Shinyanga and 
Kigoma regions.

On Market and Information, 
Eng. Mpanduji says that market 
is an important aspect in sus-
taining production. During this 
priod, the ministry in collabora-
tion with SIDO organized trade 
fair that involved small and me-
dium entrepreneus at zonal and 
national levels. For instance, zon-
al trade fair were held in Dodoma, 
Mwanza (Lake Zone), Tabora and 
Kigoma, Mbeya and Iringa (South-
ern Highlands) and Morogoro and 
Lindi (South-eastern zone).

In 2015 and 2018, SIDO organ-
ized national wide trade fair held 
in Simiyu region and last year it 
was held in Singida. all the show-
casing events attracted 1,063 
entrepreneurs, who showcased 
their merchandizes. The fairs gen-
erated 439m/- and pledges worth 
1.023bn/-. Detailed data show 
that in Simiyu (2018), the trade 
fair involved 518 participants 
and the amount collected was 
244m/- cash and pledges were 
568m/-. But, the following year 
in Singida, the trade fair brought 
on board 548 entrepreneurs and 
195m/- was collected with 455m/- 
pledges.

On national Entrepreneurship 
Development Fund (nEDF), SIDO 
director says: “In 1994, the govern-
ment established Microfinance 
Credit Scheme known as national 
Entrepreneurship Development 
Fund under Small Industries De-
velopment Organisation (nEDF-
SIDO) to finance and support all 
small entrepreneurial business 
activities.”

He says that for the past four 
years, a total of 15,780 loans worth 
35.8bn/- were issued to entrepre-
neurs, whereby 53 percent were 
women and 38 percent of those 
loans went to rural-based entre-
preneurs and 62 percent went to 
urban entrepreneurs.

This shows that rural-based 
women are being encouraged 
and are venturing more in busi-
ness activities as compared to the 
past.

Those projects was established 
through loans, which has lead to 
the increasing number of employ-
ment opportunities, whereby 

40,222 jobs were created (53per-
cent of the employment are wom-
en).  “Women have been benefit-
ing a lot with these services, who 
are seen to be interested in agro-
processing,” he says.

On other programmes ex-
ecuted by the organization, the 
official says that since 2006, 
SIDO is ventured in developing 
entrepreneurs who are in small-
scale industries. By 2017, a total 
of 60 clusters across the country 
under different supports—SIDO, 
COSTECH, University of Dares Sa-
laam and LGas.

Prof Mpanduji says SIDO 
through JICa and SIDa sponsor-
ships has been implementing dif-
ferent innovative programmes, 
which were meant to increase 
production and increase com-
petitiveness amongst clusters in 
order to transform the economy 
and industries.

So, far according to Mpanduji, 
SIDO works with 20 clusters, 
whereby 18 are on the Tanza-
nian mainland and remaining 
from Zanzibar. Fifteen clusters 
have been sponsored by SIDa 
while five were sponsored by 
JICa. Other stakeholders include 
COSTECH, Södertörn Univer-
sity of Sweden (SIDC).   During 

that time a total of 497 business 
organizations were established 
with 3,978 members. He said that 
the programme is designed to 
add value to grapes (Dodoma), 
honey (Manyara), hides and skins 
(Mwanza, Mwanga –Kilimanjaro) 
dairy (Siha-Kilimanjaro), weld-
ing and carpentry (Kagera) sisal 
(Kishapu-Shinyanga).

Other crops include sunflower 
(Babati-Manyara, Mtinko –Singida 
Mjini, Singida) rice (Magu-Mwan-
za, Mwanjelwa-Mbeya) and cereal 
processing (Morogoro). In Zan-
zibar; fish farming (Pemba) and 
seaweed farming (Unguja). In or-
der to accomplish this, SIDO staffs 
were trained on the importance 
of those clusters, when Tanzania 
is heading to industrial economy.

On Incubation Program, Prof 
Mpanduji says: “This program is 
aimed at supporting entrepre-
neurs with innovative and crea-
tive technological or industrial 
ideas by nurturing them direct 
from the conceptual stage, prod-
uct development to establish-
ment of commercial undertak-
ings. Usually, incubation period 
ranges between six months and 
three years depending on the 
idea.

Beneficiaries of this program 

include those with small and me-
dium businesses, which are oper-
ating, individuals and university 
graduates, who have innovative 
business ideas. “These innovators 
get sponsor of offices, working fa-
cilities, being linked with different 
institutions and get soft loans,” he 
says.

according to him, SIDO intro-
duced incubator program for 
the first time in 2003 as a pilot 
program in about four regions—
Dar es Salaam, arusha, Singida, 
Mwanza and Mbeya. Since then, 
the program has been contrib-
uting immensely to the growth 
of start-ups that have ultimately 
risen to be successful enterprises 
in the country. Between 2003 and 
2017, about 100 ideas were incu-
bated in Dar es Salaam resulting 
into establishment of 17 enter-
prises that were able to generate 
94 direct jobs.

On the One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP), the director general 
says that since July 2007, SIDO in-
troduced ‘One District One Prod-
uct (ODOP)—a strategy that seeks 
to promote small-scale industries 
in each district in Mainland Tan-
zania.

He says ODOP is designed to 
provide room for stakeholders in 

every district to chose and invest 
in small industries and produce 
one product hence, bring devel-
opment in rural areas.

“In this program Value addition 
is enhanced through facilitating 
processing, quality control and 
packaging, which enables the 
products to perform well in the 
market. Implementation is be-
ing done collaboratively by the 
farmers, processors and the Local 
Government authorities as main 
beneficiaries, and technically sup-
ported by SIDO and other stake-
holder.”

ODOP focuses on promoting 
enterprises engaged on product 
development through value addi-
tion by maximizing the resources 
available in a particular district 
and facilitation of market access 
for income generation and com-
munity pride. 

as the world grapples with 
Civid-19, Prof. Mpanduji says 
SIDO through a number of en-
trepreneurs across the coun-
try have been producing hand 
washing facilities, sanitizers and 
full body sanitizing machines.

“The organization is encour-
aging people to contact SIDO 
to get all the facilities related to 
sanitizing,” he says.

SIDO works hard to make Tanzania semi-industrialised nation

strengthened. 
“In many areas where communities 

have been involved in the protection 
and management of natural forests un-
der Village Land Forest reserves (VL-
Frs) there is improvement of natural 
forests in terms of conservation. That’s 
why involving communities in con-
servation is crucial for conservation 
as local communities must enjoy the 
benefits of conservation through vari-
ous mechanisms such as Payment for 
Ecosystem Services as we see in most 
WMas,” Luvanda stressed.

He further said: “at this time when 
the country and world continue to fight 
against COVID-19 pandemic, we need 
not to blame each other, but rather it 
is time for collaborating with various 
government institutions, private sector, 
CSOs, and the citizens to fight the virus 
until it is off in our beloved country 
Tanzania. as foundation we call upon 
all citizens, institutions, private sector, 
and CSOs to ensure that we take all pre-
cautions such as washing our hands fre-
quently, using sanitizers, wearing masks, 
and embracing social distancing as part 
of the efforts in combating COVID-19.”

He also acknowledged different pro-
grams that are conducted by WWF Tan-
zania in the protection of natural forests, 
wildlife species, water sources, marine 
ecology, and in supporting renewable 
energy interventions in Tanzania. 

WWF Tanzania country director Dr 
amani ngusaru once quoted as saying: 
“It is very encouraging to see a stable el-
ephant population, the government and 
other conservationists, WWF included 
have put in a lot of efforts towards en-
suring increased wildlife security which 
are now starting to pay off. I know it will 
take much longer to see significant in-
crease of elephants but we are celebrat-
ing this milestone together. all the same 
we still need to work towards increasing 
the numbers by ensuring safer environ-
ment for the elephants so that they re-
colonise their former range and repro-
duce optimally”. 

Entrepreneur Theresia Mbili showcases her products at trade fair organised by SIDO in Singida last year.
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By Rob Walker

a 
deadly global pandemic 
is a self-evidently world-
changing event – but world-
changing how? While the 

coronavirus nightmare is nowhere 
near resolution, we are awash in pre-
dictions about what will come next, 
how our professional and business 
lives will be permanently altered, and 
how they will look a decade from now 
or beyond.

that’s only natural, and in some 
ways, it’s necessary: We sense that 
things will never be the same, and 
thoughtful speculation about the fu-
ture helps us cope with the present 
– and, among other things, figure out 
economic perils and opportunities.

Yes, it seems that the massive work-
from-home experiment will be here to 
stay, that virtual education is having its 
moment, and that even meal-delivery 
subscription companies, which were 
recently on life support, may once 
again have a future.

Just keep one thing in mind about 
these predictions: Most of them will 
be wrong. as this moment ought to 
remind us, the most influential and 
important events are the ones that 
emerge spontaneously and with little 
warning – like the coronavirus itself.

that’s only natural, too. When a 
cataclysmic event is fresh or still un-
folding, it’s hard to see beyond its im-
mediate contours and even harder to 
imagine what the next unpredictable 
events will be and how those will af-

fect whatever change is in motion 
right now.

But it’s so seductively easy to go 
about doing things in an even more 
determined way than before: expect 
to see a recurrence of sweeping pro-
nouncements: e-sports will replace 
football and basketball, movie thea-
tres will never return, and telemedi-
cine will become the new normal. 
(We’ve even made a few.)

anything is possible, but take a 
closer look at how often definitive pre-
dictions about permanent change are 
simply extrapolations of recently ob-
servable trends taken to some maxi-
mum extreme.

In other words, the future will be like 
this new present – only much more so. 
these predictions are the equivalent 
of then-Vanity fair editor Graydon 
Carter declaring, “the end of the age 
of irony” in the immediate aftermath 
of 9/11: a reasonable reaction to a mo-
ment that just didn’t hold up. (Carter 
later joked that he meant “ironing.”)

Let’s look back, for example, at pro-
nouncements forged during our most 
recent financial crisis. In early 2009, 
in the depths of the Great recession, 
time magazine declared: “the end of 
excess.”

Conspicuous consumption dat-
ing back to the 1980s had caught up 
with us in the form of a recession so 
brutal that “now everything really has 
changed. the party is finally, definitely 
over”, wrote Kurt andersen, who’s 
built his career on astute cultural ob-
servations.

Optimistically, he imagined a 
healthy societal reset marked by a 
more temperate and frugal approach 
to consumption.

this became a widespread view. 
“reluctance to spend May Be Legacy 
of recession,” mused an august 2009 
analysis in the New York times.

summarising expert views, the 
piece asserted that “the recession 
has endured so long and spread pain 
so broadly that it has seeped into the 
culture, downgrading expectations, 
clouding assumptions about the fu-
ture and eroding the impulse to buy”.

and the experts predicted that the 
resulting frugality was no passing 
trend. “We’re at an inflection point 
with respect to the american consum-
er,” Mark Zandi, chief economist at 
Moody’s, said. “It’s a change in norms,” 
agreed robert Barbera, chief econo-
mist at the research and trading firm 
ItG.

“the Great Depression imbued 
american life with an enduring spirit 
of thrift,” the piece noted, suggesting 
a similar generational impact: “the 
current recession has perhaps proven 
wrenching enough to alter consumer 
tastes, putting value in vogue.”

to take one specific example of how 
consumer behaviour was predicted 
to change decisively: the end of suVs, 
conspicuous symbols of the old ex-
cess. In 2008, GM drastically slashed 
suV production in favour of sedans, 
marking an “end of the suV era”.

Gas prices approaching $4 per gal-
lon “are changing consumer behav-

Why most post-pandemic predictions will finally emerge as entirely wrong

                     Social media and digital footprints 
Y

Our outfit is ready,you have 
just the right  experience or 
even more to it that perfectly 
fits the job requirements,a 

speedy out layed referees list ,your 
communication skills  are up the sky 
and eventually the suitable kind of  
confidence one wears  when they are 
aware that their performance will be 
assesed ,weighed and compared  to 
someone elses’.

Literally,you are so outrightly pre-
sentable  to the  extent that  your 
presence will still linger in the  minds 
of those present at the panel and 
probably remain deeply  imprinted 
on the Hrs meddula oblongata for 
quite  awhile after  you walk out of 
that interview room.

You are well prepared for the inter-
view and it’s not a bad thing.

Infact that should be the day you 
ought to give your best shot.

this is a typical interview prepara-
tion for anyone who’s eager to smash 
those interview questions and ulti-
mately bring the award home – the  
job.

However impressive your resume 
may look,how immaculate and neat  
your outfits  are , however confident 
you may seem, your efforts will still 
be deemed  futile if you have a con-
troversial social media presence.

Shoking right?
for today’s organisation, image is 

However impressive your resume may 
look,how immaculate and neat  your 
outfits  are , however confident you 
may seem, your efforts will still be 
deemed  futile if you have a contro-
versial social media presence.
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iour and changing it rapidly,” GM’s 
CeO said, adding: “We don’t believe 
it’s a spike or a temporary shift. We be-
lieve it is permanent.”

experts agreed: “the trend away 
from these vehicles is irreversible,” 
said one analyst, as an economics 
academic added: “the suV craze was 
a bubble – and now it is bursting. It’s 
an irrational vehicle. It’ll never come 
back.”

and after all, according to a widely 
noted book published in 2009, the rise 
of gas prices to $20 a gallon was “in-
evitable”.

all of this was perfectly plausible. 
But it is not what happened. for better 
or worse, unpredicted developments 
such as the fracking boom and other 
factors put an end to talk of “peak oil”. 
today we are “drowning in oil”, and 
us West texas Intermediate crude is 
lately selling for about $20 a barrel.

suVs, of course, came back: they 
make up about half the market and 
in recent years the production of se-
dans has been slashed as carmakers 
responded to the demand for suVs 
and trucks.

some of this proved true but far 
less lasting than predicted. Consumer 
spending has risen by about a third 
since 2009, from about $10 trillion a 
year to around $13.5 trillion last year, 
and still accounts for more than two-
thirds of the total economic activity.

Credit card debt dipped for a few 

years after the Great recession but has 
climbed steadily since 2011 and hit an 
all-time high last year. the global sales 
of personal luxury goods have more 
than doubled in the 21st century.

this does not mean that nothing 
ever changes. While 9/11 didn’t rewire 
the culture’s sense of irony, it certainly 
changed air travel; security proce-
dures seem unlikely ever to revert to 
their earlier form. the terror attacks 
also led to the creation of the Depart-
ment of Homeland security and the 
passage of the Patriot act – develop-
ments with far-reaching implications.

similarly, while excess didn’t magi-
cally vanish in the wake of the Great 
recession, some manifestations of 
it did fade away. and today’s suVs 
have evolved into more fuel-efficient 
vehicles, as the broader car market 
includes electric and hybrid models 
from both mainstream players and the 
disruptive newcomer tesla.

In what could be considered the 
biggest move of unpredictability, GM 
eventually did dump its absurdly ex-
cessive, gas-guzzling suV, the Hum-
mer – only to recently announce that 
it plans to resurrect the brand back in 
electric form.

In other words, things really are 
different, just in more complex and 
subtle ways than predicted. Because if 
you’re considering a time horizon of 12 
years as opposed to 12 months, other 
things will happen – good and bad – 

that you cannot foresee but that will 
have some effect, however oblique, on 
whatever it is that you are predicting.

this is not an argument against pre-
dictions – and it is certainly not a cri-
tique of any specific prediction. spec-
ulation about what might happen is 
useful; it can actually start interesting 
discussions about a future in which 
shareholder rights aren’t so predomi-
nant or provoke us to imagine the im-
plications of cities segregated by im-
munity status.

Predictions of death rates or eco-
nomic consequences can help shape 
or inspire responses that prevent 
those predictions from coming true.

But that’s why, when someone 
makes a sweeping declaration, the 
best response is to start asking ques-
tions. every prediction is just a point 
on a spectrum of possibilities to con-
sider, and that will be influenced by 
developments no one has thought of 
yet.

Predictions look like declarations 
that end the conversation, but it’s 
much more productive to think of 
them as exactly the opposite. after 
all, if this pandemic has taught us 
anything, it’s that the future is always 
more unpredictable than it seems.

 •	 Rob	 Walker	 is	 a	
columnist	 and	 senior	 writer	 for	
Marker,	writing	on	design,	technol-
ogy,	 marketing,	 business	 and	 cul-
ture.

everything, and the last thing an em-
ployer wants is an employee that will 
make the company look bad and un-
fortunately,  what you may not  have 
realized is that personal things  you 
enjoy doing on social media  may 
have unintended consequences. Your 
facebook account, twitter timeline, 
Instagram photos and snapchat could 
be what is standing between you and 
that  terrific  job.

One facebook post, a single tweet 
or a tagged picture may be enough to 
keep you unemployed literally!

essentially, social media sites like 
facebook, twitter, Instagram and 
LinkedIn give the public a glimpse 
into your personality and it’s highly 
important to regulate what’s being 
posted and  to consider social media 
as only a tool for positive utiliazation.

ever wondered why the interview 
might have gone smoothly  and you 
walk out of that room with high hopes 
of landing the job but to your utter 
surprise you realise that you were’nt 
even shortlisted.

You only get a brief text message 
..”thank  you for showing up for the 
interview, but sorry, you did not make 
it to the shortlist”. 

You sit down, head reeling, wonder-
ing what you did not do right.

It may seem trivial or  even insignif-
icant, but your social media presence 
could be your greatest undoing while 
approaching that interview room for 

that  job you’ve been praying  for. 
In todays’ digital world of 

employment,what you post,what you 
like,share and retweet plus those you 
follow and your entire timeline activ-
ity lives an nonerasable digital foot-
print on your name as an individual 
and as a future employee.

Isn’t that what we could  refer to 
as digital legacy?which will remain 
there forever even though you won’t 
be around anymore.Well,an employer 
,recruiter or whatever in that case,will 
use those digital footprints you left 
behind to make their decisions.

It’s easier said than done but well,a 
personal image matters regardless 
online or physically.
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 PITTSBURGH 

To slow the spread of COV-
ID-19 at nursing homes in the 
United States it is crucial that 
nursing home residents and 

staff be tested regularly, according to a 
former FDA Associate Commissioner.

A team of researchers at the Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh are re-imagining a way 
to test Americans (and hopefully the 
rest of the world) through something 
most of us own – the smartphone. Ac-
cording to a news release, their project 
aims to use the existing hardware and 
computing power of smartphones to 
promote non-invasive at-home testing 
for Covid-19.

 The goal is ultimately to be able to test 
on a mass scale without special equip-
ment and clinicians. “In this project, we 
will develop new mobile sensing and 
artificial intelligence techniques for 
in-home evaluation of Covid-19 in an 
effort to quickly and effectively iden-
tify viral disease carriers,” said Wei Gao, 
lead researcher and associate professor 
of electrical and computer engineering 
at Pitt’s Swanson School of Engineering 
in a press release. 

The Director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, Dr. 
Anthony Fauci says the government is 
working on several potential vaccines 
for COVID-19. “We hope this work will 
also help identify negative cases caused 
by other diseases with similar symp-

 

BUSINESS Could we soon diagnose Covid-19 
at home with use of a smartphone?

Europe shelves delivery 
of ten million ‘inferior 
quality’ Chinese masks

InnovatIon 

 DURBAN 

The sustainable fashion conversation 
seems to have been finally handed the 
megaphone it deserves in the wake of 
a global pandemic that has threatened 
the retail fashion industry. As a result, 
shopping habits have changed and 
adopting a slow fashion approach is 
now more of a reality than we predict-
ed when it was first suggested. 

An article published in The Conver-
sation titled, Why you should stop buy-
ing new clothes, explains how the “fast 
fashion business model, first developed 
in the early 2000s is responsible for the 
increase in consumer demand for high 
quantities of low-quality clothing.”

“Many fashion products now being 
designed and made specifically for 
short-term ownership and premature 
disposal. Clothing quality is decreas-
ing along with costs, and the increased 
consumption levels of mass-manufac-
tured fashion products are pushing up 
the consumption of natural resources,” 
it highlights. 

Future Fabrics expo aims to revolu-
tionise fashion with materials

At the ninth edition of the Future 
Fabrics Expo in London, the textile 
industry showcases new and cleaner 
materials. ‘The Sustainable Angle’, a 
non-profit organisation, founded the 
expo to help revolutionise the fashion 
industry. 

This is why thrifting has become 
increasingly popular in a small fac-
tion of our local fashion community, 
while some designers innovate to cre-
ate ‘green’ garments from sustainably 
sourced materials. Durban University 
of Technology graduate, Katekani 
Moreku, is an example of a designer 
whose work can be considered a hy-
brid of both these environmentally 
friendly approaches. 

“Previously loved clothing” plays a 
big role in this fashion designer’s epon-
ymous label. He finds his materials in 
thrift stores, at car-boot sales and from 
people selling fabric off-cuts and dis-
carded textiles. He’s also used the pack-
aging of mielie meal products.  “I want 
to help slow down fast fashion,” says 
the designer who will soon relocate 
back to Mbombela, in the Mpumalanga 
province where he grew up, to launch 
his brand. 

Moreku will be featured in a new ini-
tiative that celebrates the creativity and 
ingenuity of the makers behind some of 
South Africa’s most inspiring projects, 
products, ideas and experiences hosted 
by the V&A Waterfront, in partnership 
with Platform Creative Agency. The ini-
tiative features 100 Beautiful Things, all 
of which are designed with either com-
passion, sustainability, future-thinking 

Slow fashion designer who upcycles mielie-meal packets 

Wei Gao, lead researcher and associate professor at Pitt’s Swanson School of Engineering. 

RestRIctIons 

 BRUSSELS 

The European Commission said 
on Thursday it has suspended the de-
livery of 10 million Chinese masks to 
member states and the United King-
dom after two countries complained 
about the poor quality of the batches 
they received.

As part of its efforts to tackle the 
Covid-19 crisis, this month the Euro-
pean Union’s executive arm started 
dispatching the masks to healthcare 
workers. After the first batch of 1.5 mil-
lion masks was shipped to 17 of the 27 
member states and the UK, Poland’s 
Health Minister Lukasz Szumowski 
said the 600 000 items Polish authori-
ties received did not have European 
certificates and failed to comply with 
the medical standards required for 
their distribution. 

“We have decided to suspend future 
deliveries of these masks,” Commis-
sion health spokesperson Stefan De 
Keersmaecker said. “We will then see 
what action needs to be taken if there 
is indeed a quality problem with these 
masks.” According to De Keersmaeck-

er, another member state, the Nether-
lands, has identified similar problems 
so far. The whole stock of masks was 
purchased from a Chinese provider 
via an EU fund.

It was set to be distributed in weekly 
instalments over six weeks. De Keers-
maecker insisted that the Commis-
sion scrupulously followed all control 
measures when it bought the masks, 
and verified they were usable. “If nec-
essary we will of course take any nec-
essary legal action,” De Keersmaecker 
said.

He added that the commissioner 
for health and food safety, Stella Kyri-
akides, has alerted all the countries 
which have already received masks 
about the potential problems and 
asked them to provide feedback on 
their quality. 

“It is of utmost importance that 
personal protective equipment sent 
out by the Commission is of very high 
quality,” De Keersmaecker said. “That’s 
fundamental because that equipment 
is used by citizens and by professionals 
in the health sector.”

Fashion designer, Katekani Moreku.

RecyclIng 

toms, and therefore, help eliminate 
unnecessary hospital visits during this 
pandemic,” he stated. 

How will the technology work?
Gao and his research team will look 

towards the microphones and speak-
ers of smartphones to develop acous-
tic sensing to measure changes in the 
human airway linked to Covid-19. “We 
will begin by designing new acoustic 

waveforms to minimise acoustic signal 
distortion in human airways,” Gao said. 
“We will then develop new signal pro-
cessing techniques for accurate meas-
urements and eventually apply deep 
learning techniques to create generic 
models that depict the core characteris-
tics of airway mechanics.”

Users will be able to download and in-
stall an app and will need to use a smart-

phone adapter as a mouthpiece, where 
acoustic signals from the airways will be 
transmitted and recorded through the 
phone’s microphone.

If the project is successful, it could 
help accurately diagnose Covid-19 cases 
without people having to go to hospitals 
and test centres, which could also help 
curb the spread among healthcare per-
sonnel and other frontline workers.

or local essence at their core, with some 
being recognised for just simply being 
beautiful.  

It is fitting that he will be making his 
one-off pieces of clothing from this part 
of the country where his mother’s sePu-
lana culture first piqued his taste for 
upcycled fashion. Living next door to a 
sePulana school of initiation in the vil-
lage of Welverdiend, he would see wom-
en from this sePedi subculture dressed 
in brightly coloured wrap-around 
garments that they would make from 
scraps of fabric and mielie-meal pack-
ets, decorated with mismatched but-
tons, bottle caps and sweet wrappers. 

He himself has always been an avid 
thrift-store shopper.  “I was trying to live 
sustainably without even being aware of 

it,” he says of his life before fashion stud-
ies. “Now that I am aware of it, I’m think-
ing about what change I can bring.”  Part 
of the change is to create gender-neutral 
clothing that allows men to also inhabit 
this colourful sphere usually reserved 
for sePulana women. 

“It always looked like men didn’t em-
brace their heritage,” Moreku says of the 
way in which the men he saw growing 
up never wore anything similar to the 
vibrantly clad women. His range now 
dresses men in knee-length pleated 
skirts, button-up dresses and wrap-
around trousers, in bright orange, blue 
and pink. “I’m using the female aesthetic 
and bringing it into the male part of the 
culture, in clothes that can be shared by 
men and women,” he says.  

Part sustainable fashion, part herit-
age expression, Moreku’s first range, 
Nascent, which debuted at South Af-
rican Fashion Week 2019, has already 
got style enthusiasts gushing. Last year, 
he walked away with Twyg’s Sustain-
able Fashion Student Award and the 
KZN Fashion Council MEC Recognition 
Award for Eco-Friendly Fashion. 

As for the SePulana people being cel-
ebrated in the collection, Moreku says 
they are excited to see a modern take on 
their culture. “They’re helping me with 
ideas, and the elders are giving me infor-
mation because it’s not so easy to find. 
But they’re happy someone is taking 
their culture out there, and they’re able 
to look at themselves through me now.” 

European Commission Health spokesperson, Stefan De Keersmaecker.

 WINDHOEK 

Namibia’s president on Thursday 
slapped a five-year ban on buying new 
cars for top politicians and government 
officials in order to channel funds into 
fighting coronavirus, his office said.

President Hage Geingob “has direct-
ed that the vehicle fleet of the Namib-
ian government will not be renewed 
for the period 2020-2025,” presiden-
tial spokesperson Alfredo Hengari an-
nounced in a statement. “No new vehi-
cles will be purchased for members of 
the executive and public office bearers 
in the Namibian government.”

He said the decision would save 
some 200 million Namibian dollars 

($10.7 million), which will be directed 
“to urgent priorities, specifically at a 
time when the country is dealing with 
the health and economic implications 
of Covid-19.”

The southern African country of 2.5 
million people has so far recorded 16 
cases of Covid-19, with no deaths. Na-
mibian ministers and their deputies 
each qualify for Mercedes-Benz vehi-
cles upon their appointment.

The president also directed a limit 
on monthly fuel consumption for top 
politicians, the government said. In 
2002, then-president Sam Nujoma had 
banned the use of Mercedes-Benzes, 
insisting that ministers should ride in 
Toyota Camry cars.

Covid-19 war: 
Namibia bans 
car purchases 
for politicians
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Comoros receives COVID-Organics donation

Women-owned businesses disrupted by 
Covid-19 look forward to financial aid 

Bailout 

 JOHANNESBURG 

G
ig workers and 
small business 
owners have 
either had 

to pivot or scramble for 
assistance as a result of the 
lockdown. but all is not 
lost yet as nPOs such as 
saveabusiness and brands 
hosting virtual events are 
offering lifelines to those in 
need.

when President Cyril 
ramaphosa addressed the 
nation about two weeks 
ago, updating the country 
on the way forward into 
Level 4 lockdown, there 
was an outcry over the lack 
of support provided for 
freelancers and creatives. 

in a fin24 article poignant-
ly headlined the freelancers 
and commission earners 
who fell through the cracks, 
it’s detailed how film and 
media production freelanc-
ers (for example), “do not 
qualify to claim under the 
unemployment insurance 
fund’s (uif) Covid-19 tem-
porary employer-employee 
relief scheme.”

what this means is that 
these professionals “cannot 
seek relief under the numer-
ous schemes that have been 
set up for small and medium 
enterprises (sMes), the tour-
ism relief fund or assistance 
that is given to informal trad-
ers. nor can they even qual-
ify for the temporary Cov-
id-19 unemployment grant 
or borrow from employers 
since they do not have per-
manent jobs.”

the article further re-
vealed that “the Department 
of sport, arts and Culture set 
aside r150 million for a relief 

fund that would help ath-
letes as well as production 
teams and freelancers in cul-
tural and creative industries, 
if they had scheduled events 
that had to be cancelled. 
freelance workers had to 
submit proof before 6 april 
showing that they were con-
tracted to companies that 
had to cancel events.” 

“there will, however, be 
no relief for projects that 
have been postponed,” it 
added. in light of this, it’s 
worth recognising the ef-
forts of various brands who 
are ensuring artists and free-
lance workers that make up 
south africa’s gig economy, 
continue to get booked dur-
ing lockdown. 

if you’re active on insta-
gram, you should be famil-
iar with the popcorning of 
virtual live concerts that 
have kept music enthusiasts 
entertained behind their 
screens. One such recent ex-
ample was the #Passthebeat 
virtual music festival hosted 
by barcadi. this alcohol 
brand partnered with artists 
in south africa, the Philip-
pines and india for a first-of-
its-kind virtual music experi-
ence, passing the beat from 
country to country to keep 
fans moving and connected 
during lockdown. 

this experience also in-
cluded energetic supporters 
bontle Modiselle and sne 
Mbathe, dancer-choreogra-
phers who gave life to the 
#DowhatMovesYou hashtag 
during the event. 

this is particularly worth 
mentioning because danc-
ers form part of a group of 
entertainers whose skills are 
difficult to monetise during 
a pandemic, but are lesser 

Promotion 

Comorian president Azali Assoumani speaks in Anjuan after receiving a consignment of Covid Organics. 

 

 KIGALI 

as a young boy, Clement Gutunga 
always knew he would one day become 
a business person, just like his mother. 
However, he wasn’t sure how this would 
happen until he joined secondary school.

How it all started
back in high school, Gutunga started 

developing an interest in fashion; he 
would admire well-dressed teachers 
and anyone who sported a classy outfit. 
to develop and build on his passion 
for fashion, he started to partner with 
owners of some local shops around the 
school.

“i would get clothes from different 
shops; sell them to my fellow students 
and to other people outside the school, 
especially during the weekends. i would 
get a discount from every sale i made,” 
he says.

apart from loving what he was doing, 
he was able to make some little money 
from it, to cater for his upkeep while at 
school. the ‘hustle’ didn’t stop there, as 
he continued even after joining campus. 
while at the university, he hawked 
different attires in different offices within 
Kigali, and also partnered with a few 
shops in Kigali earning discounts on 
every single sale he would make.

“i used to move around with my school 
bag with clothes and books inside, 
i would deliver clothes to different 
customers during breaks, before and 
after classes,” he said. He later created 
a network of clients on different social 
media platforms where he would receive 
more orders.

a year before completing university, 
he managed to secure a permanent retail 
space in remera with the profit made 
from his sales. after completing school 
in 2017, he had accumulated enough 
savings enabling him move to Central 
business District at Makuza Plaza where 
he is based currently as a boutique 
owner.

 when the 1994 Genocide against 
the tutsi started, Gutunga was living in 
ruhango District with his family of eight. 
as many other tutsis, his family feared 
for the worst, the whole community was 
surrounded by killers. since there was 
nowhere to run to, his father decided 
that they stay in the house and wait for 
their fate.

after three days locked in their house, 
the interahamwe arrived, took his father 
together with other men away to be 
killed. with his mother, they managed 
to escape on that day and found refuge. 
after the Genocide, his mother started 
a small bakery business that she would 
tireless work to ensure they are fed, and 
get other basic needs.

“i think this enabled me to develop 
some survival skills from my mother’s 
business, as sometimes i would help out 
where there was a need. this inspired 
me to work hard and not only to be 
independent but also to help my younger 
siblings,” he said. through the business, 
he said he gained some experience in 
selling which inspired him to do the 
same.

 after the Genocide, with the help of 
farG (the Genocide survivors assistance 
fund), Gutunga managed to pursue his 
secondary and university education.

Gutunga, who holds a bachelor 
degree in business administration, is 
now running his own boutique, selling 
clothes, shoes and other related products 
specifically for men.  aside from this, he 
has now taken on a role in mentoring 
some young entrepreneurs who are 
still in school with a passion for doing 
business.

From hawking clothes 
to owning a boutique: 
Entrepreneur’s journey

EntErPrising 

 ANTANANARIVO 

the Comorian president azali as-
soumani thanked the people of Mada-
gascar and President rajoelina for 
donation of COViD-Organics, the pur-
ported virus preventative and curative 
mixture.

also included in the Malagasy dona-
tion were doses of chloroquine and 
surgical masks, the president further 
disclosed. azali said the gesture was 
a “perfect testimony to the solidarity 
which unites the peoples of the indi-
an Ocean, faced with the coronavirus 
pandemic.”

a delegation from Comoros flew to 
Madagascar to receive the donation 
weeks after the country expressed 
interest in the mixture. Other african 
countries that have been supplied 
include Chad, equatorial Guinea, 
Guinea-bissau, republic of Congo, Dr 
Congo and tanzania.

the Guinea-bissau consignment was 
also meant for countries in the west 
african bloc, eCOwas. nigeria has said 
it will import its part but subject it to 
necessary tests before using them or 
otherwise.

“with respect to Covid Organics, 
Madagascar is with his african broth-
ers to heal and save lives. Our duty is 
to preserve the health of our people. 
Chad sent a plane to collect CVO dona-
tions. thanks to President idriss Deby 
for his confidence,” these sentences 
were in a tweet posted by the Malagasy 
President andry rajoelina on satur-
day, May 9.

accompanying the text were photos 
of an official Chadian plane in antana-
narivo to take delivery of the Covid Or-
ganics medication that Madagascar in-
sists cures the virus. a second version 
of it can act as a preventative measure, 
rajoelina said weeks back.

tanzania receives Madagascar ‘virus 

A South African woman inside her tailoring mart in Johannesburg

spoken of and considered not as 
urgently deserving of aid from 
the likes of the Department of 
sport, arts and Culture, which 
purports to be a government 
structure they can rely on. 

beyond entertainers, the other 
parties affected by this lockdown 
include your nail tech, your hair-
dresser, the specialist who does 
your brows, your helper, your 
seamstress, the woman you buy 
your fresh produce from around 
the corner from your office, and 
makeup artists... among others.

in fact, you might also be one 
of these women. w24 ran a poll 
not too long before the country 
went into lockdown, posing the 
following question; “in what 
way has the recent coronavirus 
outbreak inconvenienced/
concerned you the most?”

the poll amassed over 900 
participants. while the majority 
of these participants felt slighted 
in terms of travelling abroad 
and stockpiling groceries, a fair 

amount of people had work-
related concerns. 152 respondents 
indicated that they take public 
transport to work, and have no 
option but to keep going to work, 
while 72 others were freelance 
creatives (DJ, photographer, 
Mua, music artist, stylist), whose 
income is dependent on actually 
seeing people in person. 

the food and hospitality 
industry is also in hot water 
financially due to Covid-19. 
speaking to fin24, natasha 
sideris, founder of trendy 
dining hotspot tashas, said the 
pandemic “…is just the nail in the 
coffin for the restaurant industry,” 
pleading for government 
assistance. similarly, Cape town’s 
delectable Charlys bakery is in 
need of Covid relief. 

the women-run bakery - 
owned by Jacqui and her two 
daughters alex and Dani - issued 
a plea for help to customers and 
fans this week, saying “there is 
no easy way to say this, we’re at 

risk of losing our business. there 
is a very real possibility that after 
lockdown, we won’t be able to 
keep our doors open.” 

the business has now teamed 
up with JuMPstarter to launch 
their #Muckingafazing reward-
based Crowdfunding campaign. 
saveabusiness is a new initia-
tive that recognises the plight of 
women who run businesses who 
may find themselves in similar 
situations. this is a fast turna-
round and transparent business 
relief fund, paying grants to hard 
hit township-based and women-
owned businesses due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

every week, saveabusiness will 
upload 5 - 10 small businesses to 
its web-based platform. the or-
ganisation fundraises aggressive-
ly for these businesses; raising 
capital from foundations, trusts, 
businesses and individuals alike. 
they have already partnered 
with various artists to assist in 
raising funds for women-owned 

cure’
barely a week since President 

Magufuli of tanzania said the coun-
try was interested in COViD-Organics, 
the Malagasy preventive / curative, 
potion for coronavirus, a consign-
ment was delivered on friday accord-
ing to reports. the donation comes 
days after the republic of Congo and 
the Democratic republic of Congo 
received their donations. equatorial 
Guinea and Guinea-bissau have also 
been served.

the Guinea-bissau consignment, 
according to Malagasy President an-
dry rajoelina, was a donation for the 
west african bloc, eCOwas, but the 
group this week said it had not or-
dered for nor does it recommend the 

untested and unscientific medication.
tanzania is currently the east africa 

Community’s second most impacted 
country behind Kenya. the country 
has 509 cases with 21 deaths and 183 
recoveries as of May 9. the president 
also made news headlines this week 
after claiming that non-human sam-
ples had tested positive for the virus. 
Head of the country’s national labora-
tory was subsequently dismissed. the 
africa Centers for Disease Control re-
jected Magufuli’s claims stressing that 
the said kits were certified.

in the case of tanzania, President 
John Pombe Magufuli whiles speaking 
at an event on sunday disclosed that 
the country will also make requests 
of the herbal cure to help in the fight 

against the pandemic.

“i have been in talks with Madagas-
car. they say they have discovered the 
medicine for COViD-19. we will send 
a plane to bring the medicine to tan-
zania so that tanzanians can benefit 
from it,” he is quoted to have said.

Meanwhile the Guinea-bissau dele-
gation that took flew to Madagascar to 
take the consignment have returned 
home with the products. equatorial 
Guinea was the first country to re-
ceive the donation. 

the republic of Congo also an-
nounced on saturday that a consign-
ment will soon be imported. so far, 
rajoelina has received praise from a 
number of his peers including presi-

dents of the Democratic republic of 
Congo and senegal – all of whom he 
has held teleconferences with.

During an african union meeting 
late last month, he stressed the im-
portance of the herbal cure – a variant 
of which prevents the virus, whiles 
another cures it. speaking to col-
league heads of state with a bottle of 
COViD-Organics on his table, he reit-
erated the viability of the herbal cure. 

“there are two treatment protocols 
(curative and preventive). the state 
of health of Covid-19 patients who 
took tambavy CVO CovidOrganics 
improved after 7 days and fully recov-
ered after 10 days,” rajoelina said in 
an april 30 tweet.

Rwandese entrepreneur,  Clement Gutunga.

small businesses in dire need 
of help during the pandemic.

“we allocate r20 000 to 
each business to ensure we 
can assist as many as possi-
ble. we have partnered with 
black Coffee who helped us 
raise r167 000 as well as Lad-
uma ngxokolo (Maxhosa) and 
nelson Makoma who raised 
r670 000,” s’innamon, the 
Pr agency (co-owned by two 
women) assisting this initia-
tive, revealed. 

the nPO declares that 
“with so much uncertainty 
and lack of clarity on existing 
relief options”, they look to 
the public to “swiftly and 
meaningfully take action and 
give small business a fighting 
chance during the pandemic.” 

How savaebusiness works
according to their site, 

the raised funds will be 
purposed to avoid layoffs; 
non-payment of workers and 
expenses that would impede 
continuation when south 
africa returns to business as 
usual. the nPO believes that 
this is an essential initiative 
that will mitigate the rise 
in unemployment and the 
further destabilization of our 
economy. Donations over 
r1000 can choose to receive 
a tax exemption certificate 
as the initiative operates with 
nGO status. 

the public has two options: 
(1) Donate directly to the listed 
business of your choice or (2) 
Donate to the saveabusiness 
COViD-19 relief fund to be 
evenly distributed at the end 
of each phase. small business 
owners can apply here to 
get listed on the platform, 
and if you would like to 
make a donation to Project 
#saveabusiness, you may do 
so here.
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Why Alber Elbaz believes creativity will flourish after pandemic
Optimism 
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21:30 Chetu ni chetu
22:15 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 DWTV 

WEDNESDAY 13 May 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:30   Uchumi na biashara
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   The Base rpt
11:55     Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00    Dakika 45
13:45 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Utawara 

bora na utumishi
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Korean drama: The great 

queen Seonduk
19:00 Ijue Sheria 
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:10 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe? 
21:15 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:45 Ripoti Maalum: Watumishi 

housing
22:15  Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera  
2:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 14 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habariz a saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30      Shamba lulu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: Watumishi 

housing
13:30 Tanzania yetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00      Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jagina 
19:00	 Usafiri	wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 15 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo

09:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Isidingo
10:00    Watoto wetu
10:30				 Usafiri	wako	rpt
11:00    The Base
12:00    Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:10    Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15    Mizengwe rpt
18:30 Shamba lulu 
19:00 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA na 

jamii
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 DWTV

SATURDAY  16 May 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 The Base rpt
11:45 The Great Queen Seonduk 
12:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:15 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:30 Igizo rpt: Mapito
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Mapito
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bambba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:15 Kesho leo rpt
22:45 Isidingo rpt  
01:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 17 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Isidingo  
11:40 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt  
12:00 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Mizengwe  
21:20 Mjue Zaidi
22:05 Bongo Movie: 
23:35 ITV Top 10

 

 CAPITAL 
 
Mon 11 April 
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00  Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Itohan
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues 12 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está 

Elisa?) Where is Elisa?
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Itohan
20:45 Telenovela: (Destino) Destiny
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 13 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Destino) 

Destiny
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza Huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Itohan
20:45  Telenovela: (Destino) Destiny
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  14 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital 

Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Destino) 

Destiny  
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight

19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Itohan
20:45  Telenovela: (Destino) Destiny 
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  15 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital 

Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital 

Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: (Destino) 

Destiny 
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Itohan
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  Movie: Keeping mum
19:00  Drive it
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: (Destino) Destiny 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat  16 May
08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri	wako	rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi 

Family
14:30  Telenovela rpt: (Destino) 

Destiny
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie:  Behind the wall
23:00 Series rpt: Itohan
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 17 May 
08:00 CNN International
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi 

Family 
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Itohan
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Drive it rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family 
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: (Destino) 

Destiny
00:00 Al Jazeera

 NEW YORK 

The onset of the coronavirus pandemic 
has seen numerous fashion houses, 
brands and designers address the crisis by 
producing and donating face masks to front-
line workers.

And now it looks like Halima Aden is 
joining the fray. The somali-American model 
recently announced that she was part of 
#bandingTogether – a project in association 
with Allure magazine and Anywear Design, 
which will see her designing fashionable 
face masks and hijab sets – while giving to a 
good cause.

“when you purchase one of my limited-
edition face covering and hijab sets, @
AnywearDesign will donate an adjustable 
headband, hijab set or medical hat to a 
doctor, nurse or healthcare professional 
working tirelessly on the frontline,” the 
model announced in a post on instagram.

Anywear Design is an Ai tech company 
that was scheduled to launch this summer 
but pushed back the opening date due to 
the coronavirus pandemic. However, after 
“seeing images of the skin irritation front-
line workers are experiencing from wearing 
face masks during long shifts while fighting 
Covid-19”, the company decided to start the 
#bandingTogether project.

it worked with medical professionals in 
the us to create headbands with buttons that 

can hold mask straps and ease discomfort. 
This resulted in comfortable sets made from 
upcycled fabrics. The company then reached 
out to members of the fashion community 
to channel their creativity into designing the 
sets. They ended up with fashionable and 
eco-friendly products, with proceeds going 
towards a noble cause.

“Having worked in a hospital, even several 
months into my modelling career, it was 
important for me to support this project,” 
Aden said in an official statement on the 
brand’s website. “As many hijab-wearing 
women are working at healthcare facilities, i 
wanted to make sure they have a comfortable 
option for wearing a mask while keeping 
their hair covered.

“it can also get hot running around at the 
pace healthcare employees are right now, 
so a breathable fabric was a must. And i 
really wanted the pieces to give a feeling 
of tranquility and calm, so i went with soft 
shades that bring a feeling of peace. Like 
everyone, my livelihood has been turned 
upside down. i just keep reminding myself 
[of ] something that my mom always says: 
‘Hard times don’t last, but strong people do’.”

some of the designers behind these 
limited-edition sets, alongside Aden, 
include Chris McMillan, a Los Angeles-based 
hairstylist, nikki nelms, a hairstylist, and Mei 
Kawajiri, a new York City-based nail artist.

COViD-19 

Halima Aden designs 
matching face mask 
and hijab sets to help 
front-line workers

 DUBAI 

i
n October 2019, luxu-
ry group Richemont 
announced that it 
was partnering with 

fashion designer Alber elbaz 
on a new venture called AZ 
Fashion.

Although the new com-
pany is yet to launch and all 
preparations have been put 
on hold due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, the designer has 
revealed that he started put-
ting a team together before 
the global crisis.

“i had put the new team 
together and we started to 
work for a few weeks and 
then we had to go on quar-
antine, so it’s only a begin-
ning,” he said in an online 
talk with The business of 
Fashion founder imran 
Amed this week.

“i realised that this is one 
of the times to whisper, 
to say it right, and to wait. 
There is nothing wrong with 
giving time and taking time 
and slowing down the sys-

part of being sustainable is 
supporting these stores. we 
need to work together.”

Part of that relationship, 
elbaz insists, is helping get 
customers offline and back 
into brick-and mortar-stores. 
“what if we take online and 
do it on the shop floor?” he 
suggests. “imagine if we take 
one of the big department 
stores and divide it not by 
designer, but divide it by cat-
egory. All the white shirts are 
together, and all the coats. 
it’s organised like an online 
store.”

The optimistic designer is 
aware that this moment of-
fers a unique opportunity to 
shift away from mindless ex-
cess and towards something 
more thoughtful and con-
sidered. “People should not 
buy nothing, because part 
of what we do [as designers] 
is give joy to people. This is 
what fashion, art and design 
is all about,” he said.

“Yes, i think there were 
too many shows, too many 
collections, we were travel-

ling like there is no tomor-
row, with no time to rest 
and think. For a long time, 
designers were pushed away 
from the driver’s seat and 
marketing was more impor-
tant. but i have always said 
that what people want is not 
necessary what they would 
love to have.”

Despite the frustration of 
starting on a new venture 
only to have it put on hold, 
elbaz has not stopped work-
ing. Citing endless Zoom 
conference calls with his 
new team, he is adamant 
that AZ Fashion in now, fi-
nally, under way.

“After 52 days, i have fin-
ished all the ideas i was 
working on, and this morn-
ing, i sent an email with all 
the things we are going to be 
doing and, yes, we are start-
ing. After a long time of not 
being in love with fashion 
any more, i was looking to 
fall in love again. And i am 
happy to announce that i 
am.”

Alber Elbaz spoke at length earlier this week about his vision for the future of fashion .

tem. i am trying to create a 
story with a company that 
is made-to-measure to what 
i believe in.” This new label 
marks elbaz’s first real ven-
ture back into the industry 
since 2015, when after 14 
years at the helm of Lanvin, 
he was unceremoniously 
pushed out by owner shaw-
Lan wang.

Despite achieving huge 
critical and financial suc-
cess, the brutal nature of 
his exit rankled many, not 
least because elbaz is widely 
regarded as one of the nic-
est people in the industry. 
This new partnership now 
marks something of a coup 
for Richemont, which also 
owns the Yoox net-A-Porter 
group, Chloe, Cartier and 
Van Cleef and Arpels, among 
other brands.

elbaz said he was “excit-
ed” about working with the 
luxury group, because “they 
are not only fashion.” “They 
are a company that produc-
es watches – time itself – and 
jewellery. it’s all about long-

term, not short-term. They 
whisper, they don’t shout.”

Deeply wounded by his 
treatment at Lanvin, elbaz 
famously refused to join 
another house, preferring 
instead to stay low-key, with 
a few collaborations, biding 
his time until the right op-
portunity came about.

“One of the reasons why 
i didn’t feel comfortable 
to go back [into a fashion 
house] is that i didn’t want 
to just replace someone in 
his own work. it isn’t that i 
didn’t want to be the second 
wife, but it’s just about doing 
things from A to Z. now this 
is a reset, a restart, a start-
up. it has to be small, for me 
to start small.”

The new project may be a 
better fit with elbaz’s ideas, 
however, he will be attempt-
ing to launch in the midst of 
a global pandemic. Though 
faced with a gloomy fiscal 
outlook, the designer is en-
gagingly optimistic, prefer-
ring to see this as a moment 
of opportunity.

“During quarantine, i have 
been reading articles and 
history books and it shows 
that after every pandemic, 
every big war, there is a peak 
of economy and art, so now 
is the time to be optimistic 

about a better future,” he ex-
plained.

“we are now all thinking 
and observing about what 
is next. we are all looking 
for something different. it’s 
like the moment of truth.” A 

veteran of the industry, el-
baz lamented the failure of 
huge American stores such 
as neiman Marcus and bar-
neys. “For my new project, i 
thought it would be only on-
line, but then i realised that 

Model Halima Aden is part of a project that is upcycling fabrics to create hijab and face mask sets. 
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WASHINGTON 

 US House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said 
on Thursday that the White House’s 
rhetoric on China is a “diversion” from 
its own missteps in handling the coro-
navirus outbreak.

Speaking to reporters during her 
weekly press conference on Capitol 
Hill, Pelosi (pictured) said what Presi-
dent Donald Trump is saying about 
China is “an interesting diversion.”

“Right now, our focus should be on 
meeting the needs of the American 
people,” the California Democrat said. 
“I’ve even said putting aside how we 
got here in our own country because 
we should be using our energy on how 
we go forward than making judgments 
about what his administration did or 
didn’t do.” 

“Instead of diverting attention from 
mistakes that may have been made 
here, let’s just put that all aside and go 

Pelosi: White House’s 
rhetoric on China 
‘interesting diversion’

CHINA, attaching high impor-
tance to the development of the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Africa, has 
taken an active part in the coop-
eration with the continent to fight 
the virus by conducting teleconfer-
ences, dispatching medical teams 
and offering material assistance. It 
has provided the maximum sup-
port and help for African countries 
within its capability.

China’s practices echo Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s proposal to 
build a closer community with a 
shared future between China and 
Africa, setting an example for the 
world to build itself into a commu-
nity with a shared future.

African countries and regional 

organizations showed powerful 
and valuable support to China 
when the latter went all out to fight 
COVID-19. In return, China, which 
always repays goodwill with great-
er kindness, is also lending a help-
ing hand to Africa for cooperation 
on pandemic control when African 
countries are currently seeing an 
increasingly severe situation.

Since the onset of the novel coro-
navirus disease, China has estab-
lished a team for medical guidance 
to exchange control experiences 
with foreign countries through tele-
conferences at the request of the 
latter.

China held the first teleconfer-
ence on COVID-19 with African 

countries on March 18, which was 
attended by nearly 300 people, in-
cluding officials and health experts 
from 24 African countries and the 
African Union (AU), as well as WHO 
representatives in some countries.

In an open, transparent and re-
sponsible manner, China shared 
epidemic control experiences with 
Africa and deepened international 
cooperation, in an attempt to joint-
ly enhance the capability in coping 
with the outbreak.

Chinese provinces including 
Hubei and Sichuan also paired up 
with Algeria and Mozambique and 
conducted teleconferences to ex-
change and share experiences.

As of April 12, China had offered 

anti-pandemic assistance for 139 
countries and four international 
organizations in five batches, in-
cluding 53 African nations. China’s 
assistance has effectively alleviated 
the material shortage for recipients.

China’s Tianjin municipality and 
Sichuan province on April 16 dis-
patched medical experts to Burki-
na Faso and Ethiopia at the request 
of the two countries’ governments. 
The two medical teams established 
by China’s National Health Com-
mission (NHC) marked the first 
batch of Chinese medical teams 
dispatched to Africa for COVID-19 
relief.

At present, China is organizing 
medical teams to assist Algeria, 

the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Zimbabwe to fight 
the pandemic. Such a move will 
largely boost the confidence of Af-
rica to defeat the virus, inject new 
energy into the solidarity of the in-
ternational society, and write a new 
chapter of China-Africa mutual as-
sistance.

This year marks the 57th anni-
versary of China’s medical assis-
tance to Africa since the country 
dispatched its first medical team 
to Algeria in 1963. In the past half a 
century, 

China has sent a total of 22,000 
medical workers to 48 African 
countries in 993 batches, offering 
medical services for 220 million 

people there. Currently, China has 
100 medical stations in 45 African 
countries providing free services 
for local communities.

Over the past 57 years, Chinese 
medical staff aiding Africa have 
won high appraise from both the 
governments and people on the 
continent for their skills and moral-
ity. 

Many of the Chinese medical 
workers consider Africa as their 
second hometown, and some even 
made medical aid to Africa a fam-
ily tradition, with their second and 
even third generation contributing 
medical expertise to the continent.

Faced with the exacerbating 
situation and extreme shortage of 

medical supplies, Chinese medical 
experts have done a great job to 
help Africa with science-based ap-
proach while ensuring their own 
safety.

The medical team assisting Equa-
torial Guinea translated treatment 
plans into Spanish and offered 
training for local medical workers; 
the teams in Cameroon, Senegal, 
and Lesotho helped local hospitals 
and health authorities make con-
tainment measures; Chinese medi-
cal workers in Zimbabwe lent a 
hand to a local hospital to upgrade 
the ICU; and those aiding Tunisia 
made cash donation to the hospital 
they work at.

  People’s Daily

China, Africa write new chapter of mutual assistance while combating COVID-19

BEIJING

Xi Jinping, general secretary of the 
Communist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, on Thursday 
chaired a leadership meeting on the 
effective implementation of regular 
epidemic prevention and control 
measures.

The meeting of the Standing Com-
mittee of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee also studied 
measures to boost the stability and 
competitiveness of industrial and 
supply chains.

Noting the complex COVID-19 situ-
ation overseas and the arduous task 
of preventing domestic rebounds, 
Xi demanded unremitting efforts to 
forestall imported infections and do-

mestic resurgence by ensuring that 
the prevention and control measures 
are implemented down to every de-
tail.

“We must never allow our hard-
earned previous achievements on 
epidemic control to be made in vain,” 
Xi stressed. “We must ensure the vic-
tory in the battle against extreme 
poverty and the completion of the 
building of a moderately prosperous 
society in all respects.”

Xi stressed intensifying contain-
ment measures in key regions and 
places to forestall resurgence of infec-
tions, urging targeted prevention and 
control measures in Heilongjiang and 
Jilin provinces where cluster infec-
tions were reported, and improved 
community containment efforts in 

Hubei Province and Wuhan City.
Xi also demanded Beijing strength-

en its epidemic control during the 
upcoming annual sessions of China’s 
national legislature and political advi-
sory body.

All localities should draw lessons 
from the recent cluster infections, 
overhaul loopholes in their respec-
tive prevention and control work to 
guard against epidemic rebound, ac-
cording to a statement issued after 
the meeting.

More flexible and effective meas-
ures should be taken in response to 
the new trend of overseas epidemic 
situation, the statement said, urging 
efforts to shore up the weak links in 
the prevention of imported cases.

The meeting stressed further 
deepening the supply-side structural 
reform and leveraging the advantag-
es of China’s super-large market and 
domestic demand potential to create 
a new development pattern where 
domestic and foreign market can 

boost each other.
Efforts should be made to re-es-

tablish the foundations of industries, 
upgrade industrial chains and beef 
up scientific and technological inno-
vations, according to the meeting.

On the premise of implementing 
regular epidemic prevention and 
control measures, China should 
promote the coordinated business 
resumption focusing on major indus-
trial chains, leading enterprises and 
key investment projects.

The meeting also urged efforts 
to facilitate various shopping malls, 
markets and life service sectors to 
return to normal operations and 
strengthen international cooperation 
to ensure the stability of global indus-
trial and supply chains.       Xinhua

Xi chairs leadership meeting on regular epidemic response, industrial and supply chains

Africa CDC commends Chinese 
support on COVID-19 fight

ADDIS ABABA

CHINESE medical ex-
perts are helping African 
countries to manage COV-
ID-19 outbreak, the Africa 
Center for Disease Control 
and Prevention (Africa 
CDC) said on Thursday.

Speaking to press on 
Thursday, John Nken-
gasong, 

Africa CDC Director, said 
medical experts from 32 African countries recently held a 
webinar with Chinese counterparts on how to better han-
dle the COVID-19 outbreak in the continent.

“We recently held a special webinar involving 32 African 
Union (AU) member states with Chinese experts to discuss 
case management of COVID-19 patients in Wuhan and tra-
ditional Chinese medicine as an alternative treatment to 
COVID-19,” said Nkengasong (pictured). 

“In the past week, Africa CDC held the ninth weekly semi-
nar on clinical community of practice involving 312 active 
participants to discuss current treatment approaches to 
COVID-19,” said Nkengasong.

There are nearly 1,000 Chinese medical experts working 
in Africa long-term, according to China’s National Health 
Commission.  

Over decades, Chinese medical teams in Africa have es-
tablished a solid reputation for applying traditional Chi-
nese medicine therapy to treat diseases, many of which are 
chronic and difficult. 

 As COVID-19 cases continue to surge across the African 
continent, the Chinese anti-pandemic medical experts dis-
patched by the Chinese government have greatly helped 
Africa in confronting the pandemic.

Speaking to journalists recently, Benjamin Djoudalbaye, 
head of the division policy, health diplomacy and commu-
nications at Africa CDC, said Chinese assistance to Africa 
in the fight against COVID-19 pandemic has been crucial to 
contain the danger posed by the disease.  

“The successful COVID-19 experience from China has 
been an inspiration to us,” said  Djoudalbaye. “China to-
gether with the Jack Ma foundation has organized webinars 
for African medical professionals on how to deal with the 
COVID-19 pandemic in various scenarios including in emer-
gency set up, as well as experience sharing on field medical 
treatment and Intensive Care Unit treatment,”said  Djoudal-
baye.

Djoudalbaye also said webinars on COVID-19 prevention 
and control of COVID-19 outbreaks have been facilitated by 
the Chinese government and the Jack Ma foundation.  

The Africa CDC is also launching mobile health platforms, 
with major development partners like China expected to 
assist in the development of the platform.  

Development partners like China are expected to boost 
the capacity of the Africa CDC mobile health platforms 
through knowledge sharing and training of African health 
care workers.  

Djoudalbaye further commended the donation of COV-
ID-19 medical supplies by China and the Jack Ma founda-
tion, including through the supply of Personal Protective 
Equipments, face masks, gloves and testing kits.

In April, the Africa CDC received several rounds of medi-
cal equipment and supplies donated by China’s Jack Ma 
Foundation and Alibaba Foundation in support of the Afri-
can continent’s fight against the spread of COVID-19. The Af-
rica CDC in its latest situation update disclosed the number 
of COVID-19 confirmed cases in Africa has reached 73,176 on 
Thursday evening. Meanwhile, the death toll from the ongo-
ing COVID-19 pandemic on the African continent reached 
2,496.         Xinhua

 NEW YORk

SNUFFER’S Restaurant & Bar in 
Dallas, Texas, served its legend-
ary burgers and cheddar fries 
again last weekend.

Two Rhode Island drive-in 
movie theaters were scheduled 
to reopen on Friday, and on 
Wednesday in the town of Wash-
ington, Connecticut, people will 
be allowed to eat outdoors again 
at the George Washington Tav-
ern.

In Texas, Rhode Island, Con-
necticut and more than 30 other 
states across the United States, 
the reopening of the country 
from restrictions put in place to 
stem the COVID-19 pandemic is 
underway.

But a hodgepodge of rules that 
vary by counties and cities within 
those states－along with a sharp 
divide among elected officials on 
when and how to resume busi-
ness－reflects a “two Americas” 
reopening.

Polls show a political divide on 
reopening, with Republicans led 
by US President Donald Trump, 
generally favoring opening up 
quickly, while Democrats support 
gradual reopenings.

Since March, the pandemic 
has put more than 300 million 
people behind doors under dif-
ferently named directives, such 
as “stay-at-home”, “stay safe” and 
“pause”.

The inability of many US citi-

zens to put food on the table, 
along with economic stagnancy, 
has spawned resentment and 
placed pressure on governors 
across the country to ease restric-
tions.

As in the rest of the pandemic-
stricken world, COVID-19 in the 
US is a story of loss.

The death toll from the virus 
in the country has surpassed 
81,000, according to the COVID 
Tracking Project, including at 
least 28,000 residents and work-
ers at nursing homes and other 
long-term care facilities.

Last month, the unemploy-
ment rate soared to 14.7 per-
cent－the highest since the Great 
Depression－having stood at 3.5 
percent just two months earlier.

 Some 33 million new unem-
ployment claims have been made 
in the past two months, while 
business losses total billions of 
dollars.

More than 100,000 small busi-
nesses have shut permanently 
since the pandemic escalated in 
March, according to a study by 
researchers at the University of 
Illinois, Harvard Business School, 
Harvard University and the Uni-
versity of Chicago.

In the restaurant industry, 3 
percent of operators have gone 
out of business, according to the 
National Restaurant Association.

As governors reopen their 
states and ease restrictions, they 
face questions of choice and risk, 
such as how much of public life 
should be reopened? And most 
important, will reopening lead to 
a new wave of the virus and even 
greater loss?

The answers could determine 
the health of 328 million people 
and a US$22 trillion economy.

J. Stephen Morrison, senior 
vice-president of the Center for 
Strategic and International Stud-
ies, said, “We are in the midst of a 
very murky and confusing transi-
tion here in the United States, as 
federal guidance has been lifted 
and many states begin to reopen 

their economies.
“There remains deep tension 

between public health safety on 
the one hand and a desire－un-
derstandable desire－to exit the 
economic crisis and see a reopen-
ing of business and schools. The 
American public remains very 
uneasy about premature lifting of 
shelter-in-place.”

On Tuesday, Anthony Fauci, 
director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseas-
es and a member of the White 
House coronavirus team, warned 
about opening too fast.

“There is a real risk that you 
will trigger an outbreak that you 
might not be able to control, not 

only leading to some suffering 
and death, but it could even set 
you back on the road to econom-
ic recovery,” he told a US Senate 
health committee.

 Trump has acknowledged that 
there might be more deaths from 
COVID-19 during reopening.

“It’s possible there will be some, 
because you won’t be locked into 
an apartment or a house or what-
ever it is,” he said in a television 
interview. “But at the same time, 
we’re going to practice social dis-
tancing, we’re going to be wash-
ing hands, we’re going to be do-
ing a lot of the things that we’ve 
learned to do over the last period 
of time.”

Economy versus lives
In New York state, Democratic 

Governor Andrew Cuomo has 
said the national debate over 
when to reopen outbreak-rav-
aged economies ultimately boils 
down to the value placed on peo-
ple’s lives.

His state has been the hardest-
hit area of the country by the 
coronavirus, with more than 
340,600 cases, nearly 25 percent 
of all those in the US, and more 
than 26,600 deaths.

“How much is a human life 
worth?” Cuomo asked on May 5 
at his daily news briefing. “That’s 
the real discussion that no one is 
admitting openly or freely. But 
we should.”

         Xinhua

US faces the great divide on reopening

MOSCOW

THE newly elected Prime Minister of Iraq Mustafa al-
Kadhimi handed over an invitation for Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to visit Baghdad through Russian Ambassa-
dor to Iraq Maksim Maksimov, Iraq’s INA news agency an-
nounced Thursday, citing the Prime Minister’s office.

“Al-Kadhimi hosted the Russian Ambassador to Iraq Mak-
sim Maksimov, and the Ambassador handed over written 
congratulations from Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Prime Minister Mikhail Mishustin, which also included an in-
vitation to visit Moscow,” the PM’s office said in a statement.

In response, the Iraqi Prime Minister relayed an invitation 
“for the Russian President to visit Baghdad,” and noted that 
he would be glad to visit Moscow. 

He thanked the Russian top officials, adding that Iraq “takes 
pride in close relations with Russia” and seeks “to strengthen 
them in political, economic, cultural fields and in the field of 
security.”     Agencies

New Prime Minister of Iraq invites 
Vladimir Putin to visit BaghdadProtesters demonstrate in Lansing, Michigan, denouncing Governor 

Gretchen Whitmer’s stay-home order and business restrictions. (AP)

forward for what we can do working together for 
the good of the American people,” she noted.

The remarks also came against the backdrop 
that some Trump administration officials have 
tried to push a debunked conspiracy theory that 
the coronavirus originated in a Chinese lab, de-
spite wide scientific consensus that the virus was 
not man-made or genetically modified.

Weighing in on the issue, Pelosi said “there 
will be scientists and others who will be tracing, 
rightfully.”

 “It’s urgent and needed for them to trace the 
origins of such a pandemic scientifically, but not 
politically,” she added.

    Xinhua
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TOKYO 

Japan on Thursday lifted a state 
of emergency that had been im-
posed on 39 of the nation’s 47 pre-
fectures, reflecting declining rates of 
coronavirus infection in those areas.

However, among the 39 prefec-
tures, Ibaraki, Ishikawa, Gifu, aichi 
and Fukuoka have been designated 
as requiring “special caution” due to 
the high number of cases relative 
to the prefectures freed from the 
emergency order.

Big urban regions like Tokyo and 
Osaka will remain under the emer-
gency order until they report sus-
tained falls in case numbers and the 
burden on hospitals eases.

South Korea on Thursday report-
ed a steady rise in new virus infec-
tions linked to nightclubs and bars 
in Seoul’s most popular nightlife 
neighborhood, putting health au-
thorities on alert against secondary 
and tertiary infections traced to the 
capital’s second-largest virus cluster.

The country reported 29 new 

cases on Wednesday, taking the na-
tion’s total to 10,991.

The weekend will be a critical 
juncture determining whether the 
infection cluster - centered on the 
Itaewon district - leads to commu-
nity-wide spread, the Korea Centers 
for Disease Control and prevention 
said.

The agency has also confirmed 
the detection of tertiary infections 
in Incheon related to a private acad-
emy instructor who had lied about 
his occupation after a visit to a club 
in Itaewon.

The government has started of-
fering anonymous testing for those 
who visited the Itaewon district, 
urging them to get tested in a re-
sponsible manner before the virus 
further spreads in communities.

Elsewhere in asia, India’s federal 
railways authority on Thursday or-
dered the cancellation of train tick-
ets that had been booked ahead of 
a national lockdown for trips before 
June 30.

However, the Shramik Special 

trains ferrying migrant workers 
back to their home districts will con-
tinue, as will services between Delhi 
and 15 major destinations this week.

as of Thursday, India had report-
ed 78,003 cases with 2,549 deaths.

In the Middle East, children aged 
under 14 in Turkey were allowed 
outside for the first time in 40 days 
as the country implements its nor-
malization plan.

The health ministry said Turkey is 
getting ready to test foreign tourists 
for the virus when tourist flights are 
expected to resume in late May.

More broadly, the tourism sector 
plans to resume operations in a con-
trolled way in June under the anti-
COVID-19 measures, Culture and 
Tourism Minister nuri Ersoy said on 
Wednesday.

The number of COVID-19 cases in 
Turkey rose to 143,114 on Wednes-
day, with 3,952 deaths.

Job losses
In australia, prime Minister Scott 

Morrison warned citizens to brace 

for more bad news as data released 
on Thursday showed the country’s 
monthly job losses rose to a record 
high because of lockdown mea-
sures.

The australian Bureau of Sta-
tistics data showed 594,300 jobs 
were lost in april, the largest fall on 
record, underscoring Morrison’s de-
cision to slowly begin reopening the 
country. The unemployment rate 
shot up to 6.2 percent, the highest 
since September 2015.

In Latin america, Brazil regis-
tered a record number of new cases 
of the coronavirus on Wednesday, 
surpassing France’s tally to become 
the sixth-worst hit country.

The government confirmed 
11,385 new cases in the latest 24-
hour period, taking its total count to 
188,974.

Mexico’s government on Wednes-
day announced it will ease a nation-
wide lockdown from May 18 to reac-
tivate an economy that ground to a 
halt two months ago.

  Agencies

Clamps eased across Japan as cases fall

WASHINGTON

aS the COVID-19 pandemic keeps 
ravaging across the globe, the United 
States has reported more than 1.4 
million cases of infections and over 
84,000 deaths, making it the country 
with the largest number of confirmed 
cases and fatalities worldwide.

Such a worrisome situation has not 
only dealt a blow to the U.S. public 
and economy, but also revealed more 
serious and perplexing questions sur-
rounding its response to the novel 
coronavirus crisis.

In a recent opinion piece published 
in the latest issue of The atlantic, U.S. 
foreign policy writer George packer 
lamented: “Every morning in the end-
less month of March, americans woke 
up to find themselves citizens of a 
failed state.”

It might be impossible to reverse 
time and make up for the squandered 
months and lost lives, but it’s possible 
to complete the puzzle by picking up 
the missing pieces. Just as americans 
are desperate for the missing facts 
of the U.S. fight against COVID-19, 
the world is awaiting Washington’s 
answers to a swarm of unanswered 

questions.

IS IT STILL LIKELY TO TRACK 
DOWN “PATIENT ZERO?”

On March 27, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and prevention 
(CDC) restored the U.S. army Medi-
cal Research Institute of Infectious 
Diseases, a military center for biologi-
cal research in Maryland state, to full 
operation.

However, the gloom surrounding 
the abrupt shutdown of the institute 
did not fade subsequently. In July, the 
CDC, citing “national security rea-
sons,” ordered the institute to halt 
research involving biological select 
agents or toxins, without providing 
more information.

an online petition was later submit-
ted on the White House petition site, 
demanding the U.S. government ex-
plain the real reason for the closure 
of the institute, which has a history of 
multiple accidents, and clarify wheth-
er there was a virus leak from its Fort 
Detrick lab.

as a matter of fact, the Fort Detrick 
lab is merely the tip of the iceberg of 
mysteries surrounding the U.S. ad-
ministration’s handling of the corona-

World awaits Washington’s answers to swarm of questions about COVID-19 crisis

“THE environment of our vil-
lage has become better in recent 
years because of the upgrading of 
power supply,” said pan Chunlin, 
a villager who runs an agritain-
ment business in anji county, 
Huzhou city, east China’s Zheji-
ang province.

“The more beautiful the envi-
ronment is, the more tourists we 
have and the more confident we 
are to achieve greater develop-
ment,” the 49-year-old said. pan’s 
experience proves that electric-
ity must come first in implement-
ing the rural vitalization strategy.

In recent years, State Grid Hu-
zhou Electric power Company 
has played an active part in build-

ing a beautiful countryside by ac-
celerating its pace in removing 
the last obstacles in upgrading 
and renovating rural power grids.

Huzhou has a reputation for 
white tea industry. Taking the 
seasonal changes in electric con-
sumption of tea factories into 
consideration, State Grid anji 
County power Supply Co., Ltd. 
has developed two power sup-
plies in parallel. This new mode 
could guarantee electric power 
for the peak season of frying tea.

“The machines in tea factories 
have been in full swing these 
days. We certainly don’t hope for 
power outages,” said a local tea 
grower named Xu Xin’an.

Bao Yueliang runs a homestay 
business on the mountainside 
of Mogan Mountain, Deqing 
county, Huzhou. On april 6, he 
was informed of the abnormal-
ity of electricity supply by a local 
electric power company on the 
phone. Several minutes later, the 
service team arrived and started 
to find the cause of the abnormal-
ity.

“I signed the electric power 
maintenance agreement on the 
newly-established industrial 
cluster platform called “green 
synergy”. according to the agree-
ment, the electric power of my 
business is under monitoring, 
and the electrical facilities are 

checked on a regular basis. Lack 
of professional electrician is no 
longer a problem now in this 
area,” said Bao.

Jointly launched by the govern-
ment of Moganshan town, State 
Grid Deqing power Supply Co., 
Ltd. and a couple of other units, 
“green synergy” mainly helps lo-
cal homestay industry establish 
the Internet of Things, in an at-
tempt to multiply the effect of 
clean consumption of power.

another homestay owner Hu 
Qingyu revealed that intelligent 
monitoring equipment was in-
stalled on photovoltaic panels 
and his household appliances to 
monitor electricity consumption.

“The real-time data analysis 
can be achieved on an applica-
tion on my smart phone, which 
helps me adjust power consump-
tion. It’s very convenient and 
environmental-friendly,” said Hu, 
who came back to his village and 
started his homestay business 
last year.

 Through the “Internet plus 
power supply”, State Grid Hu-
zhou power Supply Co., Ltd. ini-
tiated a smart energy program 
in 2019, which serves as a new 
growth driver for ecological 
economy and industrial transfor-
mation.

The mulberry-dyke fish-pond 
system in nanxun district, Hu-

zhou city integrates fish ponds 
with breeding of mulberry silk-
worm. 

The solar panels installed on 
the surface of the pond generate 
electricity, while the water area 
below the photovoltaic panel 
can be used for fish cultivation. 
The combination of the mulber-
ry-dyke fish-pond, which has a 
history of over 2000 years, and 
photovoltaic energy, presents an 
image of harmony.

State Grid Huzhou power Sup-
ply Co., Ltd. actively develops 
clean power, including the com-
bination of aquaculture and solar 
power station, the combination 
of agriculture and solar power 

station, and roof power genera-
tion projects.

Up to now, with an installed 
photovoltaic capacity of 1.64 mil-
lion kw and the electricity gener-
ated by photovoltaic power came 
to four billion kwh in Huzhou.

Clean energy also unveils a 
new chapter of low-carbon life.

Green travel has become a new 
trend in Huzhou. In 2018, all the 
public transportation vehicles 
are driven by electricity, which 
means the goal of zero emission 
is achieved. The company also 
works hard on a better network 
of charging piles to facilitate the 
development of green travel.

          People’s Daily

Huzhou city in E China’s Zhejiang province builds a clean energy system

MOSCOW

MOSCOW has no intention of hid-
ing information about the country’s 
coronavirus death rate, Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov said in an 
interview with RBC yesterday.

“as for the coronavirus statistics, 
I can assure you that the Russian au-
thorities would be the last to try to 
hide the truth,” he pointed out. 

“This is no joke, it is about human 
lives and I think that it is outrageous 
to play with them. Just like it is outra-
geous to try to take advantage of the 
situation in order to tarnish a coun-
try’s image,” Lavrov added.

When asked about the possibility of 
revoking the credentials of the Finan-
cial Times and the new York Times 
newspapers because of the their arti-
cles about Moscow’s alleged attempts 
to hide the actual number of COVID 
deaths, the Russian top diplomat said: 
“I haven’t heard anything about it. I 
principally oppose kangaroo trials of 
journalists but journalists should take 
responsibility for what they publish.”

The Financial Times newspaper 
wrote earlier that “Russia’s national 
death toll from coronavirus could be 
70% higher than the government’s of-
ficial data show.”   Agencies

Lavrov blasts 
rumours Russia 
seeks to ‘hide’ data 
on Covid-19 deaths

WORLD nEWS

WASHINGTON 

THE United States on Thurs-
day blamed Islamic State mili-
tants — not the Taliban — for 
a gruesome hospital attack 
in afghanistan this week that 
killed two newborn babies, and 
it renewed calls for afghans to 
embrace a troubled peace push 
with the Taliban insurgency.

But it was unclear if the US 
declaration would be enough 
to bolster the peace effort and 
reverse a decision by the Ka-
bul government to resume of-
fensive operations against the 
Taliban.

afghan president ashraf 
Ghani ordered the military on 
Tuesday to switch to “offensive 
mode” against the Taliban fol-
lowing the hospital attack in 
Kabul and a suicide bombing in 
nangarhar province that killed 
scores of people.

US Special Representative 

Zalmay Khalilzad blamed Is-
lamic State for both attacks in 
a statement issued on Twitter, 
saying the group opposed any 
Taliban peace agreement and 
sought to trigger an Iraq-style 
sectarian war in afghanistan.

“Rather than falling into the 
ISIS trap and delay peace or 
create obstacles, afghans must 
come together to crush this 
menace and pursue a historic 
peace opportunity,” Khalilzad 
said.

“no more excuses. afghans, 
and the world, deserve better.”

an affiliate of the Is-
lamic State militant group 
claimed responsibility for the 
nangarhar bombing, accord-
ing to the SITE Intelligence 
Group. no one has claimed the 
hospital attack.

The Taliban denied involve-
ment in either attacks, but the 
government accused the group 
of fostering an environment 

in which terrorism thrives or 
of working with other militant 
groups who could have been 
involved, straining US efforts 
to bring the insurgents and af-
ghan government together.

The attacks were another 
setback to US president Donald 
Trump’s stalled plans to bring 
peace to afghanistan and end 
america’s longest war.

a Feb 29 US-Taliban deal 
called for a phased US troop 
withdrawal and for the afghan 
government and Taliban to re-
lease some prisoners by March 
10, when peace talks were to 
start.

Intra-afghan peace talks 
have yet to occur and there is 
some bitterness within the af-
ghan government, which was 
not a party to the Feb 29 deal, 
that the United States undercut 
their leverage by negotiating di-
rectly with the Taliban.

  Agencies

US says Islamic State launched attack on Kabul hospital

officials announced it had come to 
the state.

In late april, health authorities of 
Santa Clara County in California con-
firmed that two patients had died 
of COVID-19 on Feb. 6, at least three 
weeks before the first official known 
U.S. death from the virus.

On april 30, Belleville Mayor Mi-
chael Melham tested positive for 
COVID-19 antibodies and believed 
he had contracted the virus in no-
vember, despite a doctor’s reported 
assumption that what Melham went 
through was just flu, he said in a 
news release.

On March 11, CDC Director Rob-
ert Redfield told a hearing on Capi-
tol Hill that some COVID-19 deaths 
have been diagnosed as flu-related 
in the United States.

Last week, the University of 
Washington revised up its pro-
jection of COVID-19 deaths in the 
United States to more than 134,000 
through august. Regretably, the U.S. 
government has yet to make public 
the real epidemic data in a compre-
hensive, timely and accurate man-
ner.

   Xinhua

virus epidemic in the country.
The United States reported its first 

case of COVID-19 on Jan. 21, and the 
first death on Feb. 29, according to 

U.S. CDC data. On May 5, U.S. media 
disclosed that the novel coronavirus 
had infected as many as 171 people in 
Florida as long as two months before 

ETHIOpIa’S ambassador 
to China said he believed the 
China-Ethiopia partnership 
would strengthen after the 
COVID-19 pandemic, stress-
ing that China-africa relations 
have always been based on 
mutual respect and benefit.

as for the influence of 
the Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) projects in the country, 
ambassador Teshome Toga 
Chanaka told the Global Times 
in an exclusive interview that 
“social distancing and other 
measures aimed at protection 
and control of the virus might 
affect the timely completion 
but for sure the projects are 
working in progress.” 

Ethiopia’s BRI projects in-
clude the addis ababa-Djibou-
ti Railway, the economic cor-
ridor, and the development of 
the industrial park.  

“Many economic move-
ments and other projects ex-
ecution will be slowed but we 
hope that as soon as the situa-
tion improves implementation 

will be enhanced,” said the dip-
lomat. China and africa have 
been working together closely 
in tackling the coronavirus and 
“the pandemic will strengthen 
China-africa friendship, soli-
darity and cooperation in the 
coming times,” Chanaka said. 

China-Ethiopia coopera-
tion amid pandemic

There are roughly 30,000 
confirmed COVID-19 cases 
across the african continent, 
with Ethiopia reporting over 
123, according to public statis-
tics. Experts warned the con-
tinent might face an outbreak 
disaster and humanitarian 
crises due to the fragile health 
care systems of several na-
tions.

The Un and World Health 
Organization (WHO) warned 
that COVID-19 is on a rise in af-
rica and if measures could not 
be taken to enhance preven-
tion and control, the damage 
would be severe. 

“as africa has fragile health-

care facilities, efforts should 
be made to enhance the con-
tinent’s capacity to investigate 
alerts, treat patients in isola-
tion facilities and improve 
infection, ensure prevention 
and control of COVID-19,” the 
ambassador said.

Some observers questioned 
that compared to other devel-
oped countries and regions, 
the relatively low confirmed 
COVID-19 cases might not tell 
the whole story, as Ethiopia 
doesn’t have enough test kits 
to conduct mass testing.

In response, the Ethiopian 
diplomat told the Global Times 
that their government is work-
ing relentlessly to strengthen 
national efforts to enhance its 
emergency preparedness and 
response through the estab-
lishment of a task force at the 
national and regional levels, 
and has prepared isolation 
centers for detection and con-
tact tracing with confirmed 
cases in and out of addis 
ababa, and deployed human 
resources to manage the iso-
lation centers. 

Chanaka admitted the num-
ber of infected people might 
increase if mass testing is em-
ployed. 

The capacity is being built 
but has not reached to the re-
quired level, he said. “We are 
in need of foreign assistance 
and philanthropic support to 
procure medical supplies and 
equipment which will be used 
to fight the spread of the pan-
demic in our country.”

according to Chanaka, the 

Centers for Disease Control 
and prevention (CDC) from 
China and Ethiopia are now 
actively cooperating to build 
a strong african public health 
infrastructure by sharing in-
formation, providing exper-
tise, and expanding resources.

a team of 12 Chinese medi-
cal experts, including spe-
cialists in infectious diseases, 
respiratory and critical care, 
and public health, arrived at 
Ethiopia’s capital addis ababa 
on april 16 to assist the coun-
try in its fight against COV-
ID-19. 

Chanaka praised China’s 
help by sharing its resources 
and experts. 

Ethiopian public health au-
thorities identified items they 
are in critical shortage of such 
as ventilators, patient moni-
tors, suction machine, oxygen 
face masks, test kits, and per-
sonal protective Equipment 
(ppE). 

Chanaka said the logistics 
are another challenge as flight 

services have stopped due to 
the outbreak. Ethiopian of-
ficials are working with per-
tinent Chinese government 
agencies to assist Ethiopia in 
this regard.

No discrimination against 
Africans 

The diplomat noted that the 
year 2020 marks the Golden 
Jubilee of the establishment 
of formal diplomatic relations 
between China and Ethiopia, 
and they “have over the years 
forged strong partnership at 
all levels and in all sectors,” 
which “was further enhanced 
during the fight against CO-
VID-19.”

“Both believe the victory 
over COVID-19 and post pan-
demic equally require global 
strategy and unity,” he added. 

The envoy refuted reports 
by Western media outlets, 
claiming that africans in China 
have faced discrimination be-
cause of the virus. 

        Global Times

China-Ethiopia relations to strengthen after pandemic - ambassador

A man wearing a face mask takes a walk near the U.S. Capitol building in Wash-
ington D.C. May 13, 2020.(Xinhua)

As for the coronavirus 
statistics, I can assure 
you that the Russian 
authorities would be 
the last to try to hide 
the truth
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Muumin reconstituting band: 
He needs to change to succeed  

 LONDON

THE International Olympic Committee 
expects to bear costs of up to $800 million 
for its part in the organisation of the 
postponed Tokyo 2020 Olympics, now 
due to be staged next year, IOC President 
Thomas Bach said on Thursday. 

In March, the International Olympic 
Committee and the Japanese government 
decided to delay the Games, which were 
due to start this July, for a year because of 
the coronavirus pandemic that has killed 
300,000 people worldwide. 

“We anticipate we will have to bear costs 
of up to $800 million for our part and 
responsibilities in the organisation of the 
postponed Games Tokyo 2020,” Bach told 
a conference call at the end of the IOC’s 
executive board meeting. 

He said out of the amount that would be 
set aside $650 million would go towards 
the organisation of the Games next year 
and $150 million to support international 
federations and National Olympic 
Committees. 

International federations rely on the 
Olympic Games contribution every four 
years, and with a ban on sports competitions 
worldwide all of their major sources of 
revenue have dried up in recent months. 

“We are discussing with international 
federations the consequences of the 
postponement... and the postponement of 
the share of the international federations 
from the commercial success of the Games,” 
Bach said. 

“We are very well advanced in these 
discussions and we will continue to assist,” 
he said. 

The figure announced by Bach does not 
include any costs Tokyo Games organisers 

and the Japanese government have to incur 
due to the 12-month delay of the world’s 
biggest multi-sports event. 

IOC COSTS 
“We are assessing and continue to discuss 

jointly the respective impact caused by the 
postponement,” he said. “What you have 
seen today, this envelope of $800 million, is 
the assessment for the IOC side. 

“This discussion with the (Tokyo Games) 
organising committee will continue in the 
way we have agreed.” 

The IOC last month was forced to remove 
a comment from its website that referred to 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe when 
discussing costs for the postponement, 
following objections from the Games 
organisers. 

Bach noted that the first priority now was 
to secure the Olympic venues, including the 
athletes’ village and the media centres, for 
another year. 

“This is not an easy undertaking. Our 
Japanese friends are working with full force 
on this,” he said. 

Bach declined to speculate on a possible 
new delay to the Games if the coronavirus is 
still a major concern next year. 

More than 90 vaccines are currently being 
developed globally, with eight in the clinical 
trial phase. But experts say the process 
could take years and may not happen at all. 

 “We are now working with full 
engagement for the success of Tokyo 2020 
in 2021 and to have these Games in a safe 
environment for all participants,” Bach said. 

“We are one year and two months away 
from the opening of these postponed 
Olympic games. We should not fuel any 
speculation on any future development.” 

REUTERS

Olympics: IOC expects 
costs of up to $800 million 
for delayed Tokyo Games

Amazon Prime snags Bollywood premieres, angering theater owners 

 NEW YORK

TELEVISED golf re-
turns in the United States 
on Sunday with caddies 
barred from the course 
and a barrage of screening 
measures plus organisa-
tional changes to ensure 
the players observe social 
distancing amid the coro-
navirus pandemic. 

Northern Ireland’s Rory 
McIlroy teams up with 
Dustin Johnson to take on 
American duo Rickie Fowl-
er and Matthew Wolff for 

a $3 million charity skins 
match, one of the rare live 
sports events available as 
golf adapts to the COVID-19 
era. 

“We have a big responsi-
bility,” American Johnson 
told reporters on Thurs-
day. “Everyone is going to 
be watching what we’re 
doing, so I think it’s very 
important for us to do it all 
correctly.” 

All the participants at 
Seminole Golf Club in Juno 
Beach, Florida, will have 
been tested and then sub-

jected to screening when 
they arrive at the venue, 
with the PGA Tour man-
dating social distancing 
throughout the event. 

Players will not be able to 
have any contact with each 
other - ruling out hand-
shakes and high fives - and 
although they do not have 
to wear masks during play, 
they must put them on off 
the course when social dis-
tancing is not possible. 

Bunker rakes have been 
removed from the course 
and everyone on the prop-

erty will be given sanitizer 
and sanitary wipes. 

Without caddies, com-
petitors will also have to 
carry their own clubs. 

“I haven’t carried my 
own bag since I can’t re-
member when,” said John-
son, who will play without 
his longtime caddie, his 
brother Austin. “Feel like 
I’m in good enough shape 
to carry my bag around for 
18 holes without it being a 
problem.” 

 The event, which will 
benefit COVID-19 relief 

efforts, comes amid up-
heaval in the professional 
sports calendar, with three 
of the golf ’s four majors re-
scheduled and the British 
Open cancelled due to the 
coronavirus outbreak. 

Fowler, the runner-up 
at the 2018 Masters, and 
21-year-old Wolff, who got 
his first PGA tour win last 
year, are widely considered 
the underdogs against 2016 
U.S. Open winner Johnson 
and four-time major cham-
pion McIlroy. 

REUTERS 

‘A big responsibility’: Charity match 
aims to set standard amid pandemic

FILE PHOTO: A cinema goer watches a 
Bollywood movie inside Maratha Mandir 
theatre in Mumbai December 11, 2014. 
REUTERS

A passerby wearing a protective face mask following an outbreak of the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) walks past a screen displaying logos of Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games in 
Tokyo, Japan in this March 19, 2020 file photo. REUTERS

 BY CORRESPONDENT MICHAEL 
ENEzA

M
U U M I N 
Mwinjuma, a 
singing specialist 
who made a 

mark with African Stars Band 
‘Twanga Pepeta’ and has for 
more than a decade attempted 
to go solo, is reported to have 
readied a group of 18 musicians 
or artistes with whom he 
intends to form a band. In the 
early independence days these 
groups used to be known as 
jazz bands, but anyone with 
a knowledge of jazz, basically 
instrumental with often just a 
few artistes, knows they were 
closer to choirs and singing 
groups. In the continental 
tradition there were groups of 
many singers and a conductor 
for classical music, an 
orchestra.

There is another tradition 
that has in the past two decades 
or so informed local dancing 
groups, not using the title of 
jazz or orchestra anymore, 
but having the tendency to 
form fairly large groups of the 
sort that Muumin is seeking to 
rebuild. It is an environment 
where their dancing vocation 
is a little pronounced, and 
times the whole group is really 
meant to occupy the stage 
physically. It becomes a little 
difficult to tell what really 
animates that group on the 
stage, if it is the singing which 
is either absent or distinctly 
secondary, or their energetic, 
ferocious dancing.

In the continental tradition 
when music is accompanied 
by a series of actions designed 
to distinctly preoccupy the 
viewer, it is no longer a music 
band but an opera, and there 
is usually a story they are 
telling through images, where 

the music just accompanies it. One 
needs some training in literature 
of music to decipher, see clearly 
the motif of actions that are being 
enacted on stage. Usually it was 
a sort of play or insinuation on 
royalty, what was passing by the 
grapevine, as it is these stories that 
marked loyalty to rulers, the rise 
and fall of dynasties, etc.

Only in the later period did 
music start addressing the 
commonplace fears or worries 
of the lot of the people, and 
popular music in a sense shifted 
to addressing the fears of youths 
isolated from tradition, living 
a life of momentary, slippery 
attachments. These themes are at 
present mixed up in the Tanzanian 
entertainment scene, but what is 
shaping up the stage is narrowing 
finances even before the current 
pandemic is considered. The sort 
of music model that Muumin 
belongs has for a decade suffered a 
decline of fortunes, and returning 
to the same model may fail again.

Some people could even demand 
if there is any possible role of 
music as an organized group 
at the moment,  as its standard 
atmosphere or way of living is 
music halls filled with ‘revelers,’ 
which proceeds from the idea 
that they stay until the early hours 
of the morning. In these days of 
empty bars during weekends, what 
sort of band can be organized, 
when social activities are being 
put on hold, where scarcely any 
proper weddings can be held? 
It would just be a family event 
that the son of their neighbor has 
married a daughter two streets or 
villages away, period. Expecting to 
do things as of old is likely to be 
difficult, and if people can’t let go, 
music fails.

The current situation suggests 
that those who have discovered 
the internet niche to put their 
music there and expect that fans 
will pay some amounts of cash to 
access the music regularly are the 
ones likely to succeed. It implies 

that even in the past Muumin 
needed to start thinking how 
he can join this rather elite 
band of musicians, those who 
can put a stamp on the field not 
by filling halls of revelers but 
by attracting them to an online 
outlet. The model of obtaining 
an 18 strong troupe to start 
taking up the stage looks like 
it is the old model and they are 
likely to wait.

Even within the old model 
of filling music or bar halls 
with revelers, there would 
still be things that Muumin 
and definitely a few others 
would need to take care of, 
so that they may at least get 
a fair share of the cake. It is 
to learn to check the usual 
weakness of interspacing with 
their own instruments, such 
that when the lead singer is 
on the microphone, the beat is 
sniffed out or there is a distant 
instrument that is heard. Only 
when the lead singer steps back 
can instrumentation be made 
live again, which implies that 
lead singers have some clipping 
to do, to check their egos.

Muumin may have begun to 
realize he has work to do when 
he dropped his old nickname 
that never made sense in the 
first place, ‘coach of the world’ 
put in the national language. 
In reality he was one with his 
peer and competitor Ali Choki, 
the difference being that Choki 
sang little and reiterated some 
thematic mimicry, a chorus that 
serves as a ‘style’ of dancing. 
There was also their other 
deceased colleague Ramadhan 
Masanja ‘Banza Stone’, and 
accompanying female voices. 
They must at least learn from 
Congolese groups to blend stage 
‘rapping’ with instruments 
intensity - not their being 
sidelined and brought up later 
when the ‘coach of the world’ 
takes a rest. It just can’t work.

MUMBAI

AMAZON Prime Video, Ama-
zon’s streaming service, will 
screen several new Indian films 
originally meant for theatrical 
release this month, sparking 
protests from cinema owners as 
the novel coronavirus outbreak 
upends Bollywood. 

India has been under a strict 
lockdown since March 25 to bat-
tle the virus, leaving about 9,500 
theatres shut and depriving Bol-
lywood of box-office revenue. 

So producers of seven films, 
including two Bollywood movies 
starring A-listers, such as Am-
itabh Bachchan and Vidya Balan, 
will stream the movies directly 
on Amazon Prime Video follow-
ing a deal, the company said in a 
statement on Friday. 

“Gulabo Sitabo”, a family 
comedy with Bachchan and Ay-
ushmann Khurrana, which 
was set for release in April, will 
now stream directly on Ama-
zon Prime Video in June, as will 

“Shakuntala Devi”, a biopic of 
the Indian mathematician of the 
same name. 

Two of India’s biggest cinema 
chains, Inox and PVR, who were 
meant to screen “Gulabo Sitabo”, 
bemoaned the decision. 

“INOX will be constrained 
to examine its options, and re-
serves all rights, including taking 
retributive measures, in dealing 
with such fair-weather friends,” 
Inox said in a statement. 

The producers’ guild said the 
comments from Inox were “abra-
sive and unconstructive”. 

PVR  chief executive Kamal 
Gianchandani told the Indian 
Express on Thursday, after Ama-
zon announced it would stream 
“Gulabo Sitabo”, that he was dis-
appointed by the news. 

The other five films in the Am-
azon deal are productions from 
the prolific, southern-language 
film industry. 

Streaming platforms like Ama-
zon and Netflix have in the past 
signed deals with Indian studios 

for digital rights, but mainstream 
releases have always prioritised 
theatrical revenues first. 

In China, regulators aim to 
protect the industry by enforc-
ing rules to stop movies premier-
ing online, in particular by strict-
ly managing “theatrical window 
period” requirements, a period 
for movies to be screened in cin-
emas before they can be shown 
elsewhere. 

But analysts say the Amazon 
deal in India is likely the begin-
ning of a broader trend, as lin-
gering fears of coronavirus in-
fection and lower discretionary 
spending keep people away from 
multiplexes and single-screen 
cinemas. 

“There will be a reset in the 
way that producers and studios 
think about their portfolios,” Vi-
jay Subramaniam, director and 
head, Content, Amazon Prime 
Video, India, told Reuters in an 
interview. 

REUTERS

Mwinjuma Muumin

 Rory McIlroy
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 PARIS

THE Africa Cup of Nations is the 
latest international sports event to 
become embroiled in a debate about 
rescheduling in the fallout from the 
coronavirus pandemic.

The Olympics, the Euros and the 
Copa America, all scheduled for this 
summer, have already been put back 
a year.

The Cup of Nations -- CAN to give it 
its acronym in French -- is set for the 
start of 2021 in Cameroon, but several 
leading figures in African football are 
pleading for a postponement.

Others worry that the likely traffic 
jam in the 2021 football calendar 
means they will struggle to find other 
“free slots”.

Cameroon was originally scheduled 
to host the event in the summer of 
2019 but Ahmad Ahmad, president of 
the Confederation of African Football 
(CAF), decided the hosts were not 
ready and moved the tournament to 
Egypt. That gave Cameroon two extra 
years to prepare.

After experimenting with a 
summer tournament in Egypt, CAF 
has returned to the winter slot, so 
unpopular with the European clubs, 
and the event is scheduled to run 
from January 9 to February 6, 2021.

“The most important thing is 
health, and the African football 
authorities have understood that. I 
don’t see my elder brother Ahmad 
risking the health of football lovers 
for an Africa Cup of Nations,” former 
Cameroon captain Samuel Eto’o told 
France 24 at the end of April.

“The most important thing is that 

we are out of danger. We’ll have 
plenty of time to organise this CAN,” 
he added.

Two days later, Algeria midfielder 
Adlene Guedioura, a member of the 
country’s title-winning squad in 2019, 
agreed.

“I know that Africa Cup of Nations 
is important and it’s good for the 
countries to organise it but this one 
in 2021, I think it should be cancelled 
or postponed,” he told the BBC.

Officially, the virus has caused few-
er than 2,500 deaths in Africa, but 
there are signs that the death toll is 
being seriously underestimated, par-
ticularly in Nigeria.

“As we see the ratio of tests that 
have been carried out in these coun-
tries, it is always alarming because 
we lack visibility in the manage-
ment of this pandemic,” Ahmad told 
Deutsche Welle last Friday.

Beyond the threat from Covid-19, 
the failure to complete the pre-tour-
nament qualifiers is also worrying 
African leaders with four rounds of 
games remaining.

“If we have trouble organising 
qualifiers before September, it would 
be difficult to hold the final tourna-
ment next January,” wrote Augustin 
Senghor, president of the Senegalese 
FA, in an internal CAF newsletter in 
early May.

In Cameroon, where the national 
league was declared over last week 
with six rounds of matches still to 
play, the virus is posing problems in 
checking on the host nation’s readi-
ness.

“The Cup of Nations will no longer 
be able to take place in January. Our 
borders are closed and no CAF in-
spection mission is possible,” a Cam-
eroonian football official told AFP on 

condition of anonymity.
- ‘We must wait’ -
Ahmad refused to commit, telling 

Deutsche Welle: “Our priority is first 
and foremost health, protecting play-
ers, protecting officials, and protect-
ing the public.”

“We must wait,” he said.
FIFA, the governing body of world 

football, set up a working group in 
March to “agree on a coordinated ap-
proach” to the international sched-
ule.

That makes it difficult for CAF to 
act alone.

“For the time being, we are on 
standby, monitoring the situation 
closely. If necessary, the postpone-
ment of a competition will be dis-
cussed in due course,” CAF’s general 
secretariat said in an e-mail to AFP.

There are voices arguing the tour-
nament should kick off on schedule.

“It’s out of the question to touch it,” 
one African football leader told AFP 
on condition of anonymity.

“Between the Euro, the Tokyo 
Olympics and other competitions 
postponed to 2021, there are no more 
free slots. Even a postponement 
to March is complicated because 
European clubs will never want to let 
the players go.”

The players want to play.
“Personally, I’m not in favour of 

postponement,” Stephane Bahoken, 
a Cameroonian international striker 
who plays for Angers in France, told 
RFI. “It’s a real headache.”

But, he added: “As long as we play it 
at home, I’m happy!”

AFP

Debate swirls around adding Africa 
Cup of Nations to list of postponements

 Is staying at Old Trafford best for Pogba and Man United?
By MARk Ogden, SenIOR WRIteR, eSPn FC 

REWIND the clock to the start of 
2020 and it looked set to be a very 
big year for Paul Pogba. A move from 
Manchester United in the summer 
seemed increasingly likely, but only 
after he had played a central role 
in France’s attempt to add the Euro 
2020 title to the World Cup won in 
Russia two years ago.

The second part of Pogba’s grand 
plan was taken off the agenda two 
months ago when UEFA postponed 
the Euros until June 2021 as a conse-
quence of the coronavirus pandemic, 
which continues to affect all aspects 
of society across the world. But with 
football still locked in a cycle of un-
certainty and financial panic due to 
the outbreak, the first element of 
Pogba’s big year could also be taken 
off the agenda and it may ultimately 
lead to him extending his stay at 
United rather than cutting it short.

The transfer battle for the 27-year-
old involving Real Madrid, Juventus 
and United had all the elements of 
a summerlong saga -- a player who 
wanted to move, two superclubs 
fighting for his signature and United, 
a financial giant, refusing to be bul-
lied into selling for anything less than 
their £120 million valuation. But the 
financial impact of the coronavirus 
on football has changed everything 
-- a reality spelled out this week by 
Bayern Munich chief executive Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge -- and it will di-
rectly affect what happens next with 
Pogba.

“I’m convinced there will be an im-
pact in the next summer transfer win-
dow,” Rummenigge said on a Zoom 
call with journalists on Wednesday. 
“I’m listening to many colleagues in 
Spain, in Italy or in England. Every-
body has to take care of their finan-
cial situation.

“I’m hearing that many clubs 
would like to give players on the mar-
ket to sell and there are not so many 
clubs able to pay in cash or to fulfil 
the demand and requests of these 
clubs. I believe prices will go down 
and maybe salaries as well.”

None of Rummenigge’s forecast is 
good news for Pogba. Up until foot-
ball was suspended in March, the 
midfielder had made just eight ap-
pearances for Ole Gunnar Solskjaer’s 
team -- and none since December 
-- due to a persistent foot injury. 
Pogba’s fitness and future became a 
source of irritation to Solskjaer, who 

Paul Pogba

made clear his frustration with the 
player’s agent, Mino Raiola, in a num-
ber of public comments, to which 
Raiola responded with outspoken re-
marks of his own. 

The January arrival of Bruno Fer-
nandes from Sporting Lisbon, in a 
deal that could reach €80m, then 
seemed to edge Pogba closer to a 
move away, with the Portuguese mid-
fielder making an instant impact at 
Old Trafford and offering United a 
clear vision of how they could sur-
vive and prosper without their most 
high-profile player.

But the shutdown has changed ev-
erything for United and Pogba. The 
financial concerns cited by Rum-
menigge have left the Frenchman 
with nowhere to go. Reports in Italy 
said that Juventus have installed a 
self-imposed salary cap of €9m-a-
year (£7.9m) on new signings -- which 
is just over half of Pogba’s £15m-a-
year wages at United -- while Real 
Madrid’s players have already agreed 
pay cuts of between 10-20% while the 
shutdown is in place. If Pogba wants 
to move and earn the same salary he 
currently enjoys at United, he will 
find it impossible to do so in the cur-
rent climate.

Yet even if Solskjaer and United 
had decided that this summer was 
the time to cash in on a player who 
cost £89.3m from Juventus in August 
2016, they will discover that no club 
is capable of stumping up £120m, 
with so many doubts about how foot-
ball will be able to generate finances 
if, as feared, stadiums must remain 
empty for the remainder of 2020.

Indeed, United executive vice-
chairman Ed Woodward delivered 
just such a warning last month, when 
asked about his club’s summer trans-
fer plans. “It feels somewhat inap-
propriate to see speculation about 
transfers for hundreds of millions 
in current circumstances,” he said. 
“There’s a big disconnect between 
those stories and the economic reali-
ties facing football clubs in general.”

This summer was not simply about 
Pogba wanting to get away, though. 
It was also the peak time for United 
to sell. Pogba’s deal expires in June 
2021, with United holding the option 

of a one-year extension, so he actu-
ally has two years left on his contract. 
However, for United to get anything 
like market value for Pogba, they had 
to sell him this year to avoid being 
left in the difficult position of nego-
tiating a fee for a player who could 
instead run down the final 12 months 
of his contract and leave for nothing 
-- even agreeing a free transfer to a 
foreign club as early as January 2022.

Perhaps United and Pogba had 
both accepted that this summer 
would see them part ways, but now, it 
is an option that simply doesn’t work 
for either party. Which leads to the 
scenario which seemed impossible 
earlier this year: handing him a new 
contract.

From their own business perspec-
tive, United need to protect the value 
of their asset, so a new deal for Pogba 
makes sense. In terms of football, 
he may divide opinion, but there is 
no question that United’s squad is 
stronger with Pogba in it, so Solskjaer 
would unlikely be opposed to hold-
ing onto a world-class midfielder.

From Pogba’s perspective, he could 
sit tight until he is 29 and see his ca-
reer remain on hold for another two 
years -- after barely playing during 
the 2019-20 season -- before seeking 
a free transfer in 2022. Or, he could 
commit to helping Solskjaer lead 
United out of the wilderness and 
spend the best years of his career 
at Old Trafford with a lucrative new 
contract in his pocket.

The problem is, neither United nor 
Pogba has a perfect option right now. 
For both parties, though, the least 
worst may be a new contract.

Algeria won the last Cup of nations in Cairo in July 2019 but do not know when they will 
defend their title (AFP Photo)

SOCCER.NEWS

 German doctor warns 
footballers of ‘irreversible’ 
damage from coronavirus

 BeRLIn

DESPITE rigid hygiene guide-
lines for the restart of the Bundes-
liga this weekend, a leading Ger-
man sports doctor has warned 
footballers are still at risk of suffer-
ing “irreversible” and potentially 
career-ending lung damage from 
the coronavirus.

With Europe’s other top leagues 
at least a month away from resum-
ing, the German Football League 
(DFL) has drawn up strict rules for 
when games restart this Saturday.

Matches will be played behind 
closed doors, with only a limited 
number of media and officials al-
lowed to attend.

The key games see second-
placed Borussia Dortmund at 
home to Schalke in Saturday’s 
derby and leaders Bayern Munich, 
who are four points clear, visiting 
Union Berlin on Sunday.

Players have been told to limit 
contact, even on the pitch, and 
must avoid pre-match handshakes 
and hugs to celebrate goals.

The DFL says while no plan 
could ever be “100 percent safe”, 
the guidelines aim to create a play-
ing environment with a low, “med-
ically-justifiable risk”.

However, professor Wilhelm 
Bloch, from the German Sports 
University in Cologne, warns that 
contracting the coronavirus has 
the potential to end a player’s ca-
reer.

“There is a risk that top athletes 
may lose their level of perfor-
mance and never regain it,” Bloch 
told AFP in a phone interview.

“Generally, the physical makeup, 
immune system and cardiovascu-
lar system of elite athletes means 
that the risk to them is low.

“However, we do not know at 
this time whether even minor in-
fections, or even mild symptoms, 
do not cause damage, such as mi-
nor scarring of the lungs after an 
inflammation.

“This damage may be irrevers-
ible, or may last a very long time 
before the body repairs it.

“We’ve already had players in-
fected in Europe and we’ll soon 

know if they recover their full po-
tential.”

- Increased injury risk -
Bloch said it is near impossible 

to estimate what the risk is to foot-
ballers in Germany, which cur-
rently has 172,239 recorded cases 
of the virus and over 7,700 deaths.

“Players are not in total quaran-
tine, they are with their families, 
even if they have been instructed 
to limit contact,” he said.

“And there are also risks during 
matches.

“They will all be tested, but not 
all the coronavirus tests work per-
fectly. There is a relatively large 
margin of error.”

The sports doctor says another 
concern is injuries to players, giv-
en their lack of match fitness since 
the league stopped in mid-March.

“Obviously, the players are not 
optimally prepared,” Bloch said, 
with clubs only resuming full team 
training last week.

“Depending on the degree of 
preparation, the risk of injury in-
creases.

“We can expect that the players 
will be more prone to injuries.

“We will see muscle injuries, but 
also injuries to the musculoskel-
etal system and tendons.

“You can’t compare it with the 
start of the season.

“At the beginning of the season 
they normally have a very inten-
sive training period, then a short 
break so that the body can regen-
erate, and then they attack the sea-
son.

“Now, that hasn’t been possible 
for all the teams.”

Bloch also wonders how players 
can be expected to throw them-
selves into tackles after weeks of 
being told to observe social dis-
tancing.

“I’m not a psychologist, it’s diffi-
cult to assess, but I think it’s going 
to be a difficult transition and it 
won’t necessarily be good for their 
performance,” said Bloch.

“It’s also going to be one of those 
factors that you have to consider 
and one of the risk factors for in-
jury.”

AFP

President’s football shirt irks 
leader of Brazilian club

 BRASILIS

THE head of a progressive foot-
ball club from Brazil’s impover-
ished northeast expressed unease 
on Thursday at seeing his team’s 
shirt worn by the country’s far-
right president on the same day the 
death toll from the coronavirus hit 
10,000.

Jair Bolsonaro wore Bahia’s red, 
white and blue striped shirt while 
riding a jet ski on a lake in the capi-
tal Brasilia on Saturday.

“Of course, it was bad seeing the 
Bahia shirt linked to that moment,” 
club president Guilherme Bellint-
ani told a local radio station.

“But I can’t condemn the presi-

dent of the republic. Our fans vote 
for A, B or C. I can’t condemn peo-
ple specifically. I have to fight for 
causes and that is what Bahia have 
done.”

The first division club have won 
fans around the world with pro-
gressive campaigns aimed at fight-
ing sexism and racism and wooing 
LGBT supporters.

Bolsonaro, who often wears foot-
ball shirts in public, has consis-
tently downplayed the coronavirus 
and this week encouraged business 
to reopen.

Brazil’s coronavirus death toll hit 
13,149 on Wednesday, the highest in 
Latin America.

REUTERS

 RIO de JAneIRO

FORMER Brazil star Edilson has 
said that he was better than Cris-
tiano Ronaldo, Lionel Messi and 
Neymar at the peak of his playing 
career.

Edilson helped the national team 
win the 2002 World Cup and also 
claimed four Brazilian league titles 
with Palmeiras and Corinthians.

“At my best, I played better than 
Neymar,” he told TV Bandeirantes. 
“He needs to win the World Cup in 
order to be better than me.

“I have personality, and for Messi 
to be better than me, he also has to 
win the World Cup.

“Cristiano Ronaldo is just 
strength; he strikes the ball well 
with both feet, but I’m more skill-
ful than him.”

Barcelona’s Messi came closest 
to winning the competition, but Ar-
gentina lost 1-0 to Germany in the 
2014 final in Brazil.

Juventus forward Ronaldo and 
Paris Saint-Germain’s Neymar have 
both reached the World Cup semi-
finals but failed to advance, with 
losses to France and Germany, re-
spectively.

However, Ronaldo captained 
Portugal when they won the Euro-
pean championships in 2016, while 
Neymar scored the winning pen-
alty to secure Brazil the Olympic 
crown four years ago.

Brazil also won the Copa Ameri-
ca on home soil last year, but Ney-
mar missed the tournament due to 
injury.

(Agencies) 

I’m better than Ronaldo, 
Messi, Neymar - Edilson



 

 

Debate swirls around adding 
Africa Cup of Nations to list 
of postponements
Comprehensive report, page 18

Nafasi Art Space’s  artists curate 
Quarantine Residency program

 By Guardian Reporter

A
N online visual 
art residen-
cy program, 
known as 

ëQuarantine Residencyí, 
which involves Tanzanian 
visual artists and their 
counterparts in other 
parts of the world is in 
progress, with Dar es Sa-
laamís Nafasi Art Spaceís 
team members, Jesse Ge-
rard and Rebecca Corey, 
serving as guest curators 
on the project.

Nafasi Art Space is col-
laborating with several 
international partners on 
the Quarantine Residency 
program, which invites 
artists to submit work 
made in quarantine.

The work, as revealed by 
Nafasi Art Space recently, 
should be accompanied 
by a photo of the artistsí 
working space, and a re-
flection on what it means 
to create in quarantine.

The program, according 
to organizers, will culmi-
nate in a digital exhibition 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Street competitions 
boosted former soccer 
players, says Liseki

 By Correspondent Adam Fungamwango

FORMER Simba SC, Yanga, Mtibwa Sugar and senior 
national football side’s striker, Monja Liseki, has 
disclosed competitions, which took place in streets, 
played crucial role in moulding a good number of 
former domestic players into great performers.

Liseki said the former players were, in the process, 
way better than the current domestic players.

The veteran, in a recent interview with a Dar es 
Salaam-based radio station, pointed out although 
the street competitions’ games were mostly attended 
by rowdy fans, former players put in good displays 
whenever they graced the pitch.

He disclosed former players played the sport in an 
extremely hostile environment, given they regularly 
faced threats from opposing teams’ fans.

The games, Liseki said, were moreover characterized 
by poor refereeing because the match officials were as 
well facing threats from the spectators.

Monja noted in one of memorable incidents he 
experienced when he was featuring in the competitions 
in the 1990s, he had close shave with death when 
he played in the Lucky Rangers competition’s game 
involving his squad, Msasani Steet’s Namanga FC and 
Tandale’s National, a team he had featured for before 
joining the former.

He disclosed the duel, which took place at 
Mwananyamala Primary School ground, ended with 
National’s fans, armed with crude weapons, chasing 
him because he scored agains the outfit.

He disclosed he had previously featured for National 
but then opted to play for Namanga, a decision which 
did not go down well with the former’s fans.

‘’Namanga were slated to face National and I featured 
for the former, the latter’s fans were not happy with my 
decision,’’ he disclosed.

‘’I was forced to run into a house, which was a few 
feet away from the venue, shortly after the kick off 
because National’s fans chased me.’’

‘’I had to wait for the fans to leave and I ultimately 
came out of the house at 8pm, otherwise they would 
have killed me.’’

“With the experience you have via your participation 
in the street tournaments, you will definitely be a better 
performer in well organized competitions, including 
the Premier League,’’ he stated.

‘’You will not be troubled by fans’ taunts when you 
participate in the well organized tournaments, given 
you are familiar with threats by the more rowdy 
spectators.’’

‘’In street events, players are used to experiencing 
threats that include offensive utterances by the fans, 
the players though simply brush them off and put their 
skills to show.’’

Liseki stated current domestic soccer players are 
seemingly lazy because they have not come across a 
kind of experience former players had during their 
participation in street events.

The street competitions, as disclosed by Liseki, 
boosted the former players psychologically. 

The former players, he pointed out, could therefore 
easily withstand ill treatment by the opposing teams 
when the former took part in continental competitions’ 
matches, which took place outside Tanzania.  

An artwork dubbed ‘Happy Day’, created by Dar es Salaam’s Nafasi Art Space artist Thobias Minzi, is one of the works the 
center displayed in a Virtual Gallery, which took place in the city recently. PHOTO; COURTESY OF NAFASI ART SPACE 

Jamieson rewarded for India demolition with central contract 

New Zealand’s Kyle Jamieson appeals for a wicket during the New Zealand v India’s Second Test played at Hagley Oval in Christchurch on 
March 1, 2020. REUTERS

and gallery show. 
Throughout the submission 

period, selected artists have 
been invited to engage in a se-
ries of online critiques and artist 
talks, as well as being selected 
for the exhibition.

One of the artworks currently 
on display in the program is a 
work titled ëUnknown Museí 
created by Tanzanian artist, 
Hussein Juma, who works at Na-
fasi Art Space.

The artist has used charcoal 
and newspaper on manila to 
create his 100X80cm work.

“The world is facing achal-
lenge, achallenge that changes 
the whole system of life. A chal-
lenge that to overcome we need 
to pray, but praying alone is not 
enough,’’ Juma said of his work.

‘‘We must follow the instruc-
tions provided by medical prac-
titioners.íí

‘‘This is the really important 

thing right now, let’s follow the 
instructions. Apart from instruc-
tions, also information -- and by 
that I mean correct information 
--about corona is important’’

‘‘Where do you get informa-
tion? Most of us get information 
from social media that may be 
correct or incorrect. Wherever 
you get your information, the 
thing is don’t panic.’’

‘‘Newspapers play a major role 
in providing information. This is 

 WELLINGTON

TOWERING pace bowler 
Kyle Jamieson has been 
rewarded for an impressive 
debut series against India 
earlier this year by being 
awarded a central contract 
by New Zealand Cricket 
(NZC) for the next 12 
months.

South African-born bats-
man Devon Conway and 
left-arm spinner Ajaz Pa-
tel also received their first 
central contracts, NZC said 
in a statement on Friday.

The contracts, which in-
clude a base salary along-
side usual match fees, are 
awarded each year to the 
20 players expected to fea-
ture prominently for the 
national side in the next 12 
months.

ìItís really exciting to 
offer contracts to Kyle, 
Ajaz and Devon who have 
all impressed over the 
past 12 months,î selection 
manager Gavin Larsen said 
in the statement.

ìKyleís performances 
against the might of India 
were nothing short of 
outstanding and at 25 

years of age heís certainly 
got a big future.

ìWe see Ajaz as the 
incumbent test spinner 

at present and heíll be 
looking to stamp his mark 
on that spot after some 
superb efforts with the ball 

in the sub-continent.
ìDevonís form with the 

bat across all three formats 
these past two seasons 

made him impossible to 
ignore and heís going to be 
a great option to add to the 
batting mix.î

Conway, 28, will be 
cleared to play for the 
national team from late 
August after he completes 
his three-year residency 
requirement.

He topped the scoring 
charts in all three forms of 
cricket in New Zealandís 
domestic competitions last 
season.

The 25-year-old 
Jamieson, however, was 
New Zealandís find of the 
test series against India in 
February and March where 
he used his 2.04-metre 
height to extract steep 
bounce off a length and 
consistently trouble the 
batsmen.

Jamieson took nine 
wickets, including his first 
five-wicket haul, in the test 
series that New Zealand 
won 2-0, a result that 
helped propel Australia 
above India to the top of 
the International Cricket 
Council test rankings.

Limited overs specialist 
Colin Munro, legspinner 
Todd Astle and opening 
batsman Jeet Raval 
dropped off the list. 

REUTERS  

the reason why I include them in 
my artwork. Maybe this will be an 
easy way of conveying information 
to people.”

The Quarantine Residency pro-
gram is held in partnership with 
Istanbul Artist Residency, Redbase 
Foundation, Celu Studio, ArtBu-
reau of Investigation, and Youth 
Leader Fund.

The Quarantine Residency pro-
gram is all about building an online 
platform for artists and curators all 
over the world to connect with one 
another. 

 Weekly conversations, art cri-
tiques and artist talks for selected 
artists, as revealed by the organiz-
ers, are taking place during the 
pandemic.

The organizers’s VR exhibition 
and a 2D virtual gallery space will 
be hosted on their website. 

 
The VR exhibition will allow peo-

ple from around the world to inter-
act in the space to experience and 
discuss art.

The virtual gallery allows audi-
ence to see the artworks with a 
high resolution and read the sto-
ries and experiences of the artists.

Gallery exhibition will take place 
with organizers’ partnered art 
spaces and galleries in China, Tur-
key, Tanzania, Indonesia and more. 

The organizers are as well cur-
rently finalizing the preparation 
for exhibitions in Shanghai and Is-
tanbul later in the year.

A ‘Quarantine Museum’, a digi-
tal library of the thousands of art-
works and experiences collected 
during this time is moreover cre-
ated by the organizers.

The submissions for the Quar-
antine Museum, they noted, will 
always be open to everyone who 
has made artwork during this time, 
and artwork submitted to them 
will be considered for their gallery 
exhibitions.


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

