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By Sanula Athanas & Dick-son Ng’hily

T
HIS is the second part 
of a special report on 
the Mkapa Stadium, 
which supposedly con-tradicts the promise made by former President Benjamin Mkapa to the nation. Back in 2000, the late President pledged to build an ultra-modern FIFA-approved grade ‘A’ stadium before his term ended in 2005. He considered it a national disgrace for the country to lack a state-of-the-art facility.

Construction commenced in July 2005 and wrapped up in June 2007, culminat-ing in its official inauguration in September 2007. Initially dubbed the Tanzania National Stadium, it was later renamed in tribute to President Mkapa, three years after his demise.The country’s FIFA Secu-rity Officer, Inspector Hashim Abdallah, and the Director of Information and Marketing at the Tanzania Football Federa-tion (TFF), Boniface Wambu-ra, both members of the CAF audit team, have individually outlined discrepancies noted in their inspection audit re-port.
These inadequacies encom-pass insufficient journalist fa-cilities, lack of proper signage directing attendees to their seats, absence of disability-friendly infrastructure, and the need for metal detectors to screen for weapons. Fur-thermore, they highlighted the inappropriateness of hav-ing a public road adjacent to the stadium.

All these concerns align with the 89 FIFA criteria neces-sary to meet global standards, which were expected to be re-solved when the stadium was officially transferred to the government on July 3, 2013.Wambura suggests that a probable lack of expertise or oversight among government officials responsible for the stadium’s construction might have led to the neglect of FIFA regulations and essential con-struction considerations.
He also highlights a critical flaw: the lack of convenient infrastructure for individuals with disabilities. This concern has been emphasized by CAF inspectors, who recommend prioritizing accessibility im-provements for this group.They specifically stress the importance of making path-ways, restrooms, and viewing platforms disability-friendly. Additionally, they suggest providing designated parking areas for bicycles or motorcy-cles to accommodate disabled spectators attending matches.The issue of weapons in-spection poses a significant challenge. Currently, the metal detectors at Mkapa Stadium are only positioned at the VIP entry point. Both CAF and FIFA inspectors have expressed concern over the excessive number of VIP sec-tions, recommending a more streamlined VIP arrangement to address this criticism effec-tively.

Inspector Abdallah is par-ticularly worried about the firearms storage facility. In the past, law enforcement and se-

curity personnel brought their weapons onto the field, violat-ing FIFA regulations. This is-sue arose because the stadium lacked a specific storage area for protective gear. However, steps are being taken to rectify this situation and ensure com-pliance with FIFA guidelines.Gerson Msigwa, the Perma-nent Secretary for the Ministry of Culture, Arts, and Sports, announced that as of April 11 this year, the field’s enhance-ment progress had reached 25 percent completion.
Key improvements include the transition to a digital broadcast system, refurbish-ment of the players’ changing rooms with new flooring, and plans to expand the football field and the athletics section.“We are overhauling the sew-age system, electricity, air con-ditioning units, and seating arrangements, and repainting the stadium gates,” explained Msigwa. At the time the re-pair contract was finalized on July 27 last year, he served as the Director of the country’s Information Services (MAEL-EZO) and Chief Government Spokesperson.

When the Guardian in-quired about measures taken against government officials following the confirmation of stadium defects during in-spection, Msigwa affirmed that the stadium meets FIFA standards, allowing its use for international matches, such as the CAF Championship of the African Club.
“The flaws identified by CAF inspectors are those they have observed. Their recent visit, three weeks ago, noted certain shortcomings. However, re-pairs are actively underway,” Msigwa stated.

Contrary to Msigwa’s asser-tion that the stadium is used for international matches, FIFA Security Officer Inspec-tor Abdallah emphasized the need for special authorization for such events due to the ab-sence of an alternative FIFA “A” Class stadium in the country.According to media reports, the tender for the stadium’s construction was announced in 2003. The Minister of Sport informed the BBC that the gov-ernment had allocated US$60 million for the project.
Initially, 11 construction firms expressed interest. Ul-timately, in 2004, the tender was awarded to France-based Vinci Construction with a bid of US$154 million, approxi-mately 397bn/-.

However, opposition from certain Western countries, including those linked to the Bretton Woods Institutions, led the government to pause the tender process. These in-stitutions oversee the global economy and raised concerns about the financial prudence of such an expensive project for a nation recently relieved of substantial debts.
After terminating the initial tender, the government shift-ed the project to China, where the field’s design was finalized. In June 2004, then-Foreign Af-fairs Minister Jakaya Kikwete traveled to China and signed an agreement for a $56 million stadium, with China contribut-ing $20 million to the project.On May 2 of this year, The 

Emmmanuel Nyalali, business development manager, DSE 

Workers taking a break after working on the running tracks for athletes. Photo by Dickson 
Ng’hily

OUTLOOK & ANALYSIS

received any complaints about BCEG’s work on the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.In instances of contractor errors, CRB adopts measures such as registration revoca-tion, project suspension for reassignment, or compelling rectifications at the contrac-tor’s expense.
Nkori, well-versed in the matter, including CAF direc-tives, asserts that BCEG ad-hered to client requirements and professional standards during stadium construction.“The stadium, classified as Class ‘B’ by FIFA builders, falls short of CAF’s Class ‘A’ stadium mandate for their competitions,” he elucidates. Nkori proposes two options: proceeding with ongoing en-hancements or constructing a new stadium to meet CAF’s criteria.

Paul Bilabaye, Assistant Registrar - Finance and Ad-ministration at the Engineers Registration Board (ERB), corroborates Nkori’s state-ment, affirming no com-plaints against BCEG.
Bilabaye attributes identi-fied issues at Benjamin Mka-pa Stadium to a dearth of lo-cal stadium experts.

ERB’s oversight revealed a deficiency in local expertise during CAF expert inspec-tions. Local experts oversee-ing stadium construction lacked the requisite skills for international-standard stadi-ums.
Bilabaye underscores that FIFA standards were over-looked during stadium con-struction, contrasting with the adherence to FIFA guide-lines in building TFF sports centers in Tanga and Kigam-boni.

Bilabaye stresses the over-sight in adhering to FIFA standards during the con-struction of the Mkapa Sta-dium, resulting in its inad-equacy to host CAF and FIFA competitions today.
The intricacies of FIFA standards, such as soil as-sessment for player safety, require specialized exper-tise, which we currently lack. Consequently, the onus falls on those equipped with the necessary knowledge to ele-vate the soccer field at Mkapa Stadium to meet these stand-ards.

Manager Liang staunchly refutes allegations of sub-par construction, asserting that the stadium meets FIFA grade ‘A’ standards as per the client’s requirements. BCEG executed the project accord-ing to the designated designs mandated by the govern-ment.
Highlighting the evolution of client needs, Manager Li-ang emphasizes the impera-tive to upgrade the stadium to FIFA grade ‘A’ standards. With its inauguration dating back to 2007, much of the equipment has exceeded its operational lifespan and ne-cessitates replacement.

Mahona, the stadium man-ager, anticipates the comple-tion of stadium enhance-ments by August this year, signaling a proactive ap-proach to address deficien-cies and align with interna-tional standards.

Guardian reached out to Alice Mcharo, the Chief Procure-ment Officer of the Public Pro-curement Regulatory Author-ity (PPRA), for clarification on several key issues.
The Guardian inquired why the initial tender exceeded the government’s budget, why Vinci Construction did not proceed with the stadium con-struction, and why BCEG later became involved in the pro-ject. They also questioned the allocation of a 31bn/- tender to BCEG for stadium upgrades, especially given CAF experts’ concerns about meeting inter-national standards. Notably, BCEG was responsible for con-structing the stadium.

The Guardian also sought information on actions taken against government officials responsible for the flaws iden-tified by CAF. However, Alice Mcharo requested a formal letter with these questions, to be addressed by the Director General of PPRA. The Guard-ian submitted the letter the following day but has yet to receive a response.
When asked about a provi-sion ensuring BCEG future repair or upgrade tenders, the project manager Liang clari-fied, “There is no such pro-vision. We won the current tender through a competitive bidding process, strictly ad-hering to all required proce-dures. Our previous work on the stadium did not influence our selection for this project, which is entirely separate.”Regarding the 31bn/- allo-cated for stadium improve-ments, Liang emphasized that procuring necessary equip-ment significantly influenced the total project costs.

“The addition of 62,000 new seats is crucial, given the stadium currently has only 57,558 seats for specta-tors, with the rest reserved. Furthermore, the financial landscape has changed since 2004. Equipment prices have risen, contributing to the sub-stantial cost of these enhance-ments,” he explained.
“In our quest for the pres-tigious Class ‘A’ FIFA rating, we’re elevating the stadium by installing 352 cutting-edge lighting fixtures, surpassing the existing 260. Despite the 

significant investment, this upgrade underscores our dedication,” elaborated the 

manager.
Furthermore, he detailed that the 352 fixtures boast a 

contemporary digital activa-tion system, ensuring instant illumination, a stark improve-ment over the current lights, which demand 15 to 20 min-utes for re-ignition.
Addressing the imperative of local content utilization, Manager Liang elucidates, “We prioritize sourcing ma-terials like cement and paint locally in Tanzania. For non-local items, we import as nec-essary.”

He continued, “Out of our 164 workers, 150 are Tanza-nian, showcasing our commit-ment to local employment. With only 14 Chinese workers, our workforce epitomizes di-versity.”
“We’ve advocated for the government’s consideration in replacing the stadium roof, vital due to its sea proximity and saltwater exposure. Sta-dium roofs typically demand replacement every 15 years, with yearly maintenance,” he expounded.

Furthermore, he empha-sized, “The Benjamin Mkapa Stadium’s roof remains un-changed since its construc-tion 17 years ago. We advo-cate augmenting the budget to encompass this essential upkeep as part of our ongo-ing endeavors, rather than initiating a separate tender process.”
Rhoben Nkori, Registrar of the Contractors Registration Board (CRB), lauds BCEG as a major player in significant projects, operating in the country for two decades.

Nkori confirms CRB hasn’t 

70000 people

1.67bn/-

900m/-

31bn/-

August 2024

FACTS ABOUT MKAPA STADIUM

Fans witness historic Simba vs Yanga rivalry matchAfter stadium inauguration on October 26, 2008

Revenue record set during friendly match; TaifaStars vs Brazil on June 7, 2010, remains unbroken

Annual revenue collectionaverage from the Stadium

The budget set for the MkapaStadium renovation project

Timeframe for completing the renovation work toupgrade the stadium to a FIFA Grade 'A' standard
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TCRA disables 17, 300 fraudsters’ phone lines

VP counsels engineers on
project delays, corruption

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango addresses the 30th International Federation of Consulting Engineers’ Africa Infrastructure Conference in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday. Photo: VPO

Such incidents and 
actions taken dropped 
from 20,939 blacklisted 
simcards during October 
to December 2023 to 
17,318 deactivated lines 

Dar registers $25.12m
agro-exports to France
By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

AGRO sector exports from Tanzania to 
France reached an average of $25.122m an-
nually for the past five years, a senior of-
ficial has stated

Exaud Kigahe, the Industry and Trade 
deputy minister, made this observation 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the second 
French Tanzania business forum, focused 
on strengthening existing economic ties.

Trade policy at the moment is geared 
to creating a conducive environment for 
business and investment in Tanzania, 
where current initiatives pave the way for 
increased trade and investment for mutual 
benefits, he said.

The data shows that trade flows have 
been in favour of France during the half 
decade (2019-2023), with Tanzanian ex-
ports to France standing at an average of $ 
25.1m per year, while imports averaged at 
$75.4m per year, he stated.

On our part, major exports to France in-
clude coal, tobacco, cotton, locust beans, sea 
products (frozen fish, fish fillets, shrimps, 
prawns, octopus), dried leguminous vegeta-
bles, coffee, plus fresh or dried vegetables, 
he elaborated.

Major imports from France include 
grape wine, petroleum products, dish-
washing machines, electrical machines, 
medicaments, prefabricated building 
parts, helicopter spare parts, sugar, aircraft 
engine, and animal feed processing ma-
chinery, he stated.

The forum is directed at uplifting Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan’s assurance as to 
Tanzania’s efforts in addressing challenges 
facing investors, opening up new avenues 
that will make current and prosperous in-
vestors reap their rewards, he asserted. He 
urged French companies to participate in 
the 48th Dar es Salaam International Trade 
Fair, describing it as the largest trade show 
in East Africa, attracting more than 500 
foreign companies annually to showcase 
advanced technologies.

He cited machinery for processing 
leather and leather products as sought af-
ter devices, underlining that the forum is 
tailor-made for diverse engagements of 
an interactive nature with Tanzania min-
isters, in particular. “I am confident that 
participants will have fruitful and in-depth 
exchanges on issues that are crucial for in-
tense economic engagement,” he affirmed.

Nabil Hajlaoui, the French ambassador, 
emphasized the long-standing friendship 
between France and Tanzania, noting that 
the forum exemplifies commitment to 
deepen bilateral relations.

Turn to page2

By Henry Mwangonde

VICE President Dr Philip Mpan-
go has challenged African con-
sulting engineers to craft solu-
tions to the untimely completion 
of projects and corruption which 
are derailing efforts to attain Afri-
can Union’s agenda 2063.

Speaking at the Africa infra-
structure conference convened 
by the International Federation 
of Consulting Engineer (FIDIC) 
marking its 30th  anniversary in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday, the VP 

said that African countries face 
challenges related to the consult-
ing engineering profession.

Key problems include untimely 
completion of projects, exorbi-
tant pricing due to corruption in 
mega projects and inadequate 
technical capacity of local engi-
neers, he said, highlighting other 
challenges as late or non-compli-
ance with tax obligations.

Such obligations are para-
mount when given tenders, he 
said, also pointing at the lack of 
loan financing for local engineers 

compared to foreign consulting 
engineers, he said, citing data 
that in 2022 Tanzania awarded 
$178m worth projects (52-percent 
of total) to foreign consulting en-
gineers. This was due to lack of 
capacity among locals, he said.

He described infrastructure 
as key to achieving sustainable 
development, as there is a need 
for developing sustainable and 
climate friendly infrastructure to 
attain Africa’s agenda 2063.

Turn to page2

By Guardian Reporter

A total of 17,318 simcards have been 
deactivated due to being used in 
multiple dubious acts as well as online 

criminal activities over the last three months.
Dr Jabir Bakari, the Tanzania Communica-

tions Regulatory Authority (TCRA) director 
general, made this affirmation at a city press 
conference to present a sector performance 
report, noting that the rate of fraudulent inci-
dents on the phone are on steady decrease.

Such incidents and actions taken dropped 
from 20,939 blacklisted simcards during Oc-
tober to December 2023 to 17,318 deactivated 
lines during the January to March 2024 period, 
a 15 per cent decrease.

Regions that were more affected by phone 
scams during March were Rukwa and Moro-
goro, with two thirds of the fraudulent acts reg-
istered during the month, he said, elaborating 
that with regions like Mbeya, Dar es Salaam and 
Tabora  the range of suspected criminal acts us-
ing phone lines stood at one per cent to ten per 
cent.

Turn to page2

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

PALESTINE has said it is work-
ing to cement diplomatic rela-
tions and other avenues of links 
with Tanzania to foster mutually 
beneficial engagement of the two 
states.

Hamdi Mansour Abuali, Ambas-
sador of the State of Palestine, 
made the remarks in Dar es Sa-
laam at a ‘Monday Agenda’ inter-
view with Capital Television, in 
the wake of a decision by three Eu-
ropean countries to recognise the 

Palestinian state.
He said that for a long time 

Palestine-Tanzania ties were 
enshrined by the supportive 
initiatives tied to Tanzania’s 
overall support for liberation 
movements, noting that there 
is no paralysis at the diplomatic 
level owing to the on-going Israel 
war on Gaza.

“Tanzania-Palestine diplomatic 
relations are solid. This has not 
changed since the days of Presi-
dent Nyerere,” he said, underlin-

ing that the embassy and envoys 
have been receiving a warm wel-
come and very strong support.

“This we highly appreciate,” 
he said, noting that nothing has 
changed since Israel started its 
military operations in Gaza. “At 
this time of aggression, we knew 
from our experience that we have 
other ways of continuing with the 
programmes,” he stated.

He pointed at unruffled business 
ties with Tanzania as Palestinian 
investors usually pick up a second 

nationality to come to Tanzania to 
pursue business undertakings, un-
derlining his satisfaction with the 
government’s tolerant outlook on 
the issue.

It has let into the country Pales-
tinians holding second passports 
based on the difficulties of com-
ing to Tanzania on a visa with a 
Palestinian passport largely due to 
actions of third countries, he said.

Palestine out to cement relations with Tanzania
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He described 
infrastructure 
as key to achiev-
ing sustainable 
development, as 
there is a need 
for developing 
sustainable and 
climate friendly 
infrastructure 
to attain Africa’s 
agenda 2063

 By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

CHIEF Justice Prof Ibrahim 
Juma has castigated behav-
iour by public officials who 
violate people’s rights and 
constitute unethical behav-
iour which is punishable by 
law.
Gracing an event to mark the 
judiciary’s Ethics and Human 
Rights Day, he said court ad-
ministration will take steps 
against officials contraven-
ing the country’s laws and if 
convicted will be sentenced 
accordingly
Hailing top state authori-
ties for taking appropriate 
against those involved when 

corruption rears its head, he 
emphasizes that the judici-
ary is watchful to deal with 
anyone seen to be violating 
the laws of the land.
Habits that make public 
officials unfaithful include 
indulging in corrupt practices 
as this endangers community 
development and harmony, 
he said, insisting that public 
and private sector officials 
must perform their duties 
without soliciting or offering 
bribes.
The top judicial administra-
tor pointed at constitutional 
provisions on the issue, 
notably section 132 (5) (c), 
saying these provisions are 

the foundation for ethical 
conduct for public officials.
Public officials engaging in 
corruption deny the people 
their basic rights, and impact 
their development and the 
nation generally, he said, 
highlighting that this is also a 
crime and punishable by law.
In taking a public official 
or one in the private sector 
commits a crime and violates 
human rights, contraven-
ing Sections 12 - 21 of the 
constitution, he asserted, 
noting that if corruption 
is not tamed, it becomes 
entrenched as an informal 
structure “that swallows and 
eradicates the official sys-

tem.”
Political leaders, public of-
ficials and individual citizens 
have the responsibility to 
oppose every kind of such 
vice in the community, he 
declared, intoning that acts 
of corruption constitute in 
the oppression of the wider 
public.
The same applies to theft 
or embezzlement of public 
funds, misuse of state prop-
erty and deliberate violation 
of the rights of individual 
persons, he said.
Jenista Mhagama, the Public 
Service and Good Govern-
ance minister in the Presi-
dent’s Office, said the fight 

against corruption is the 
responsibility of everyone 
and not just a matter of law 
enforcement.
Judge Sivangilwa Mwangesi, 
the ethics commissioner, said 
Tanzania joins members of 
the United Nations in mark-
ing International Anti-Cor-
ruption Day, for which the 
United Nations Convention 
Against Corruption (UNCAC) 
was created.
The government decided to 
call it Ethics Day, marked an-
nually on December 10, with 
officials visiting Isanga and 
Msalato prisons to dialogue 
with convicts on human 
rights and ethics, he added.

 By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Has-
san has pardoned 1,631 prison-
ers on various merit criteria, 

including lactating mothers and preg-
nant women inmates to mark 61 years 
of independence.

Home Aff airs minister Hamad Yusuf 
Masauni said in a statement yesterday 
that the pardon was issued under sec-
tion 45(I) (d) of the Union constitution 
for inmates with appropriate merit, 
having remitted a quarter of their sen-
tences after the normal one third re-
mission.

Of the pardoned inmates, 101 were 
freed on Saturday and 1,530 will re-
main in jail to fi nish their remaining 
jail time after receiving the pardon, he 
said.

Others in the presidential pardon 
are those with acute diseases and near-
ing the end of their sentences, espe-
cially where they are of 70 years old or 
above, the statement indicated.

“The list includes women prisoners 
who were committed to prison while 
pregnant, or those with babies,” the 
minister noted, pointing at prisoners 
with mental or physical incapacity as 
pardoned as well.

These conditions ought to have been 
certifi ed by a panel chaired by regional 
or district medical offi  cers for an in-
mate to be approved for the pardon, he 
stated.

Still another group comprises pris-
oners sentenced to prison and serving 
for a period of 15 years or more, plus 
those serving life sentences who have 
served their sentences for 20 years or 
more.

“Also included those whose death 
sentences were commuted to life and 
have been in prison for 20 or more 
years since they started serving their 
death sentences,” he said.

Those who do not qualify for the 
presidential pardon include prison-
ers convicted of sexual off ences, ab-
duction or child thefts, impregnating 
school girls or other crimes relating to 
gender based violence (GBV) and child 
abuse, or involvement in human, drugs 
or arms traffi  cking, the statement un-
derlined.

Prisoners convicted of being in pos-
session of human parts, armed rob-
bery or attempted to commit such 
crimes, those found in possession of 
government trophies or poached plus 
those convicted of theft or embezzle-
ment of public funds and property are 
missing from the pardon, the minister 
affi  rmed.

Prisoners serving sentences for es-
caping or trying to escape from lawful 
custody are assisting attempts to com-
mit the crimes were similarly exclud-
ed, he added.
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Amend laws to protect women against GBV
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TAWA to relocate wildlife to Ruhila Zoo

National Pg 4
REA to increase clean energy use

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

STAKEHOLDERS in the education and 
health sectors see the provision of 
comprehensive education on HIV/
AIDS, gender-based violence (GBV) 
and safe reproductive health (SRH) as 
essential for primary and secondary 
education.
Dr Tumaini Haonga, the Health 
ministry’s assistant director 
for public education, made this 
affirmation at the weekend when 
launching the results of a study 
conducted by the National Institute 
for Medical Research (NIMR) in 
collaboration with the country office 
of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO).
Stakeholders see the provision of 
education in these spheres as vital 
in protecting pupils from effects 
resulting from ignorance and 
experimental behaviour in early 
adulthood. Being aware shall help 
to build an informed and healthy 
generation, he said.
He referred to disturbing statistics 
on HIV infection, early pregnancies 
and incidents of sexual violence 
on school children, showing that 
rising incidents of violence relate to 
improper and inadequate education 
on these matters at an early stage.
The study explored links of 
understanding to attitudes and 
behavior among school children on 
HIV, GBV and SRH, and the results 
show that primary and secondary 
school learners lack helpful 
knowledge on the issues.
Less than 50 percent of 4320 
participants in the study were seen 
to have a functional understanding of 
the issues, the medic stated.

CCM vice chairman for Zanzibar, President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi is embraced by his mother, former Zanzibar and then Union first lady Siti 
Mwinyi upon landing at the Abeid Amani Karume International Airport yesterday, back from the 10th CCM general meeting and electoral 
congress where he won massive approval from members to take over the post. Right is his wife Mariam Mwinyi.           Photo: State House 

EU partnership bloc meet
focuses on peace, security
 By Guardian Reporter

MEMBER countries of the 
Organisation of African, Carib-
bean and Pacifi c States (OACPS), 
linked in close economic ties 
with the European Union, are 
seeking a generalised commit-
ment to the maintenance of 
peace and security.

Prime Minister Kassim Ma-
jaliwa issued the government’s 
pledge in that direction when 
standing in for President Sa-

mia Suluhu Hassan at the 10th 
OACPS conference in the Ango-
lan capital of Luanda late last 
week.

The Prime Minister’s Offi  ce 
said in a statement at the week-
end that the premier reaffi  rmed 
the government’s commitment 
in that direction, as part of 
OACPS block eff orts to boost 
growth opportunities as peace 
is vital for investment fl ows and 
the pursuit of sustainable devel-

opment.
Challenges that member 

states face, including those aris-
ing from the Covid-19 pandemic 
and eff ects of regional war in 
Europe, the EU partnership 
bloc was pursuing goals of inter-
nal and inter-state harmony as a 
centre for coordinating such ef-
forts, it said.

Underlining Tanzania’s in-
tention to closely engage with 
OACPS secretariat in pursuing 

member states’ goals, the pre-
mier said each of the member 
states must cultivate that objec-
tive for joint achievements to be 
realised.

Since OACPS was established 
in 1975 various common objec-
tives have been attained, with 
benefi ts accruing to the 79 
member countries by imple

Schools to 
include HIV, 
GBV topics

1,631 exit jails on Independence Day

CJ: Corruption denies people essential rights
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“Through collaborative efforts, 
we can drive sustainable develop-
ment and create lasting economic 
benefits for both countries,” he 
asserted, applauding President 
Samia’s visit to France at the clean 

cooking solutions summit. 
The event was a declaration on 

a specific partnership with Tan-
zania particularly on agriculture 
and sustainable energy, he stated.

Philippe Labonne, the Africa 
committee chairman for the Mou-
vement des Entreprises de France 
(MEDEF) said collaboration be-
tween French and Tanzanian 

businesses is vital for addressing 
global challenges such as energy 
transition and urbanization.

By working together, the two 
countries can develop sustaina-
ble solutions enhancing the qual-
ity of life and economic resilience 
in both countries, he asserted.

At the clean cooking solutions 
summit, President Samia ap-

pealed for a substantial replen-
ishment of the African Develop-
ment Fund to ensure adequate 
resources for clean cooking 
transition in Africa’s low-income 
countries.

The African Development 
Bank (AfDB) committed $2bn in 
soft loans across a ten year pe-
riod to support the transition, a 

high moment at the summit.
The envoy said the second 

French Tanzania business forum 
promises to be a landmark event 
driving forward the economic 
agenda of both nations. It repre-
sents a unique opportunity for 
businesses to engage in meaning-
ful dialogue and explore new av-
enues, he added.

Dar registers $25.12m agro-exports to France

Constitution and Legal Affairs minister Dr Pindi Chana (R) pictured yesterday hosting Njombe town resident Hieronymus Mswata (81), who was seeking legal assistance. It was at the 
ministry’s booth set up at a camp during a Mama Samia Legal Aid Campaign event now under way in Njombe Region.. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

Locations which reported 
few fraud attempts were 
mostly in Zanzibar, chiefly 
North Pemba and the Zan-
zibar South Region, he said, 
insisting that the proper and 
safe use of simcards is para-
mount to the sustainable 
growth of the country and 
improved living standards 
of the people. 

TCRA has ensured suc-
cessful monitoring and 
identified fraudulent phone 
calls, with appropriate steps 
being taken, thus touching 
off a decrease in the num-
ber of recorded incidents, 
he said, affirming that the 
monitoring prevented sales 
of stolen, lost or damaged 
phones or those with defi-
ciency of standards.

Sub-standard or counter-
feit phone handsets were 
deactivated as part of miti-

gation measures enabling 
identification and deactiva-
tion of duplicate interna-
tional mobile equipment 
identity (IMEIs) associated 
with fraudulent activities, or 
reported as lost or stolen, he 
explained.  

The regulatory body has 
continued to seek out vari-
ous groups of users on safer 
and proper use of mobile 
phone services to shield us-
ers from online scammers, 
urging phone users “to re-
main vigilant and report any 
suspicious text messages or 
calls they receive.” 

Members of the public 
need to send phone num-
bers from the purported 
fraudsters to 15040 through 
short messages (SMS), as 
regulatory measures, in-
cluding sanctions against 
culprits, will be implement-
ed based on such notifica-
tions, he added.

Prof Kitila Mkumbo (L), Minister of State in the President’s Office (Planning Investment, has a quick word with Craft Silicon Group CEO Kamala Budhabhati (R) in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Looking on is the firm’s CEO in Tanzania, Mili Rughani.   Photo: Faustine Felician

TCRA disables 17, 300 
fraudsters’ phone lines 

Earlier, Works deputy minis-
ter Godfrey Kasekenya said the 
conference was a platform to 
discuss transformation of the 
sector, changing the landscape 
of collaboration and innova-
tion among engineers at the 
continental level.

“This is a platform to cel-
ebrate successes achieved but 
also to assess if the successes 

align with the aspi-
rations we hold,” he 
said, citing the setting 

up of the Engineers Registra-
tion Board (ERB) in 1997 as 
having helped to attain pro-
gress in the engineering sector.

He expressed worries over 
evident imbalance o between 
the ratio of the consulting and 
construction industry where 
the presence of women is mini-
mal, urging the need to explore 
strategies for a sector trajec-

tory, emphasising that “there is 
much more to cover, we need 
to double our efforts.”

Prof Patrick Lumumba, the 
director of the Kenya School 
of Law, said African engi-
neers must engage in fruitful 
discussions on how to build 
sustainable and sufficient in-
frastructure for sustainable de-
velopment.

It is time for Africa to rise 
and realise existing potential 
towards crafting infrastruc-

ture policies that will success-
fully surmount impediments 
towards realising sustainable 
development, he stated.

Chedi Masambaji, president 
of the Association of Consult-
ing Engineers Tanzania (ACET) 
said the conference offers 
room for local consulting engi-
neers to share knowledge and 
expertise, seeing the confer-
ence as a platform that gives 
engineers the room to discuss 
myriad problems facing the 

continent.
FIDIC Africa president Abe 

Thele recalled that in 2022, the 
Centre for Global Development 
said 600m people lack access 
to electricity and four million 
lack access to clean water. 
Only 30-percent of Africa’s ru-
ral roads are passable all year 
long, meanwhile as the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) af-
firms that Africa needs $170bn 
annually to reverse this state of 
affairs.

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

VP counsels engineers on project delays, corruption 

PORT MORESBY

A Papua New Guinea govern-
ment official has reached out to 
the United Nations, indicating 
that over 2,000 individuals are be-
lieved to have been buried alive in 
the recent landslide by Friday. 

This number starkly contrasts 
with the U.N’s estimate of 670 fa-
talities from the disaster in the 
mountainous interior of the South 
Pacific island nation. So far, only 
the remains of six people have 
been recovered.

In a communication addressed 
to the United Nations resident 

coordinator and dated Sunday, 
Luseta Laso Mana, the acting di-
rector of Papua New Guinea’s Na-
tional Disaster Center, described 
the landslide’s devastating im-
pact on Yambali village in the 
Enga province, noting that it had 
“buried more than 2000 people 
alive” and caused “major destruc-
tion.”

Estimates of the casualties 
have been inconsistent, with the 
International Organization for 
Migration, actively engaged in 
the response efforts, maintain-
ing its initial death toll estimate of 
670, pending further verification. 

Papua New Guinea landslide buries over 2,000 people

KAMPALA

UGANDA launched a mass vaccination campaign in April 
against the mosquito-borne disease, yellow fever. They 
hoped to reach millions of people but vaccine hesitancy has 
left hundreds of unused doses in hospitals across the coun-
try.

There is no specific treatment for the potentially deadly 
yellow fever virus. There is, however, a vaccine which can 
give lifetime protection against the disease according to the 
World Health Organisation (WHO).

At a university in the outskirts of the Ugandan capital Kam-
pala, these students turned up for their jabs as part of the 
government’s mass vaccination programme.

This was the campaign’s second phase, it was supposed to 
run between April 2nd and 8th but it was extended by a week 
because of the low turnout.

Last year in June 2023 the government ran a campaign 
hoping to target 13 million people.

Together the mass vaccination programmes from 2023 
and 2024 were supposed to deliver enough jabs to protect 
27 million people.

Uganda ramps up mass campaign on 
yellow fever amid vaccine hesitancy

FROM PAGE 1

“We would like to appreciate 
the symbolic actions taken by 
Spain, Norway and Ireland in 
recognising the Palestinian State 
as an attempt to save the two-state 
solution likewise protecting Isra-
el,” the envoy declared.

He was concerned that Israelis 
have not shown any signs of readi-
ness to come to a conclusion of 
the current situation, the will to 
have a dialogue on ending its mili-
tary campaign. This would give a 
chance for Palestinians to rebuild 
their nation, he said, highlighting 
that Palestine and Israel entered 
into a peaceful process in the past 
30 years hoping that this would 
lead to the solution of being recog-
nised as a people. 

“This is not something that we 
have just been planning to do. 
We have been doing it within the 
United Nations, with the Russian 
Federation, the European Union, 
the Arab League, the Islamic Or-
ganisation and the African Union,” 
he said.

 The envoy pointed at struggles 
for the last 100 years where the 
Palestinians have been fighting 
against aggression and demanding 
their state rights. “After 1948 when 
Israel was created by a resolution 
of the United Nations, that same 
resolution called for a resolution 
on the Palestinian State which did 
not happen,” he explained.

“When you talk of a war you 
have one army on this side and you 
have another army on the other 
side. You have almost equal pow-
ers but the Palestinian people do 
not have an army. We do not have 
states that support us. If we are to 
talk of the Vietnam and America 
war, Vietnam had support from 
other countries.” The Gaza Strip 
has an unfolding humanitarian 
crisis on account of nearly seven 
months since Israel launched a 
devastating offensive in response 
to October 7 mass attack in south-
ern Israel. Gaza authorities say that 
more than 34,600 people have 
been killed in the Israeli offensive 
which has laid waste much of the 
Gaza Strip.

FROM PAGE 1

Palestine out to cement 
relations with Tanzania 
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By Correspondent Farida Ramadhani, 

Nairobi

TANZANIA is expected to hold 
the position as alternate executive 
director in the Group of East Afri-
can governors in the African Devel-
opment Bank (AfDB) from August, 
this year.

Dr Natu El-Maamry Mwamba, 
the Treasury permanent secretary 
unveiled this here yesterday dur-
ing the meeting of the governors 
of the group for East Africa that are 
members of the AfDB in prepara-
tion for the 2024 meetings of the 
Board of Governors (Ministers of 
Finance from member countries) 
that kicked off yesterday in Nairobi, 
Kenya. The meetings are themed: 
“Africa’s Transformation, African 

Development Bank Group, and Re-
form of the Global Financial Archi-
tecture.”

 Dr Mwamba explained that the 
AfDB has established a system of ro-
tation of leadership in the countries 
of the East African region, which 
is the executive director and the 
advisor.  “In this meeting we have 
also discussed the cycle of leaders 
who are the executive director and 
advisor and we in Tanzania from 
August, 2024 will hold the posi-
tion of alternate executive director 
in the bank who will be taking the 
position of executive director dur-
ing emergency or excuse,” said Dr 
Mwamba.

 Dr Mwamba said that the meet-
ing discussed the changes in the 
country’s climate that have recently 
been causing various disasters and 

agreed to establish a disaster fund 
that will help countries that will be 
affected by these changes including 
the unexpected El Nino rains.

 “We have also discussed climate 
change and how to increase capital, 
but also the countries that experi-
enced floods caused by heavy rains 
that occurred this year will also be 
on the agenda to be discussed in 
the General Meeting,” added Dr 
Mwamba.

  The meeting of the group of 
East African Countries which 
has involved delegates from nine 
countries namely Tanzania, Kenya, 
Uganda, Rwanda, Ethiopia, Soma-
lia, South Sudan, Eritrea and Sey-
chelles, is a prelude to the 59th 
Annual Meeting of the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) held in 
Nairobi.

Dar to hold executive director
position in group of governors

Nabil Hajlaoui (C), the French Ambassador to Tanzania, makes remarks at the Second Tanzania- France Business 
Forum held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Left is Industry and Trade deputy minister Exaud Kigahe. Photo: Corre-
spondent Mary Kadoke triple

UNITED NATIONS

UN Secre-
t ar y- G e ne ra l 
Antonio Gu-
terres has said 
that there is 
a need to em-
bed African 
participation 
and leader-
ship across the 
global peace 
and security 
architecture.

F o l l o w i n g 
World War II, 
the mecha-
nisms of global 
g o v e r n a n c e , 
including the 
UN Security 
Council, were 
designed by 
the most pow-
erful countries 
at that time 
when many 
African coun-
tries were still 
in the process 
of throwing off 
the shackles 
of colonialism. 
Since then, 
the world has 
changed. But 
global institu-
tions have not, 
he said.

“Today, Afri-
can countries 
continue to be 
denied a seat 
at the negoti-
ating table, in-
cluding at this 
very council. 
The impacts 
of these struc-
tural inequali-
ties are plain 
to see,” he told 
an open debate 
of the Secu-
rity Council on 
strengthening 
Africa’s role in 

UN chief calls for African role in 
peace and security architecture
addressing global security 
and development challeng-
es.

Africa deserves a voice 
in the global peace and 
security architecture. But 
strengthening Africa’s voice 
can only happen if African 
countries can participate 
in global governance struc-
tures as equals, he said. 

“This must include correct-
ing the lack of permanent 
African representation at 
the Security Council. And it 
must include reforming the 
global financial architec-
ture, especially its handling 
of debt, so African countries 
have the support they need 
to climb the development 
ladder.”
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By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

THE Muhimbili National 
Hospital (MNH) has said that 
due to robust investment 
done at the emergency de-
partment including modern 
equipment and specialists, 
patient deaths have de-
creased by over 40 percent.

Prof. Mohamed Janabi, 
MNH executive director un-
veiled this yesterday in Dar 
es Salaam during the cel-
ebration to mark the World 
Emergency Medicine Day 
held at the hospital.

He said that patients who 
die at the emergency depart-
ment is less than 0.5 percent 
thus having 99 percent as-

surance of patient survival 
as patients receive needed 
services on time.

Prof. Janabi said the hospi-
tal serves 150 to 200 emer-
gency patients per day.

“Every day, we touch the 
lives of mothers, fathers, 
children and this is our pri-
ority, serving people and re-
storing smiles to families and 
the nation,” he said.

Prof. Janabi said that the 
emergency department is 
crucial as it handles patients 
with various health chal-
lenges, especially accident 
victims who lose a lot of 
blood, however, through the 
emergency department, the 
lives of the victims have been 

saved due to the efficiency of 
skilled nurses and the avail-
ability of sufficient modern 
medical equipment.

He stated that in the past, 
many patients in this depart-
ment used to lose their lives, 
but since the establishment 
of emergency medicine, al-
though all on-duty doctors 
gathered in the emergency 
department, there was no 
training in emergency medi-
cine.

He mentioned that in the 
emergency medicine de-
partments of all Muhimbili 
hospitals, there are 63 adult 
beds and 19 children’s beds.

He said that the city of Dar 
es Salaam is growing rapidly, 

with the population increas-
ing to six million, and many 
tall buildings have been 
constructed. However, there 
are challenges with rescue 
equipment when a disaster 
occurs. 

 “We take the size and pop-
ulation growth of this city 
very seriously. Our goal is to 
collaborate with others, such 
as the fire department, to 
prepare and have adequate 
equipment and specialists 
when a disaster occurs to 
save lives,” said Prof. Janabi.

He added that MNH is also 
preparing to have proper 
ambulances equipped with 
the necessary facilities to 
help treat patients on the 

way before they reach the 
emergency department at 
the hospital for further treat-
ments.

“We want to have ambu-
lances with essential facili-
ties for the specific illness, 
not just vehicles without 
equipment, as we will be 
able to help the patient 
on the way or even before 
reaching the hospital. At 
MNH, we start with dreams, 
but we make sure dreams 
are realized,” he said.

Prof. Janabi also called on 
all MNH staff to always be 
ready to deal with disasters, 
especially with the signifi-
cant increase in various dis-
asters, including natural and 

man-made disasters world-
wide. Prof. Hendry Sawe, 
executive director of Abbott 
Fund Tanzania pledged that 
the foundation will continue 
working with the govern-
ment in various areas in-
cluding building capacity for 
medical equipment special-
ists and addressing some of 
the hitches that will be iden-
tified in the future.

He said Abbott Fund has 
worked with the government 
since 2001 to strengthen the 
country’s healthcare system. 
In 2009, after upgrading out-
patient care and completing 
a nationwide hospital lab 
modernization programme, 
a partnership commenced 

introducing emergency 
medicine in Tanzania.

He added that the Abbott 
Fund has invested in creat-
ing training centres in five 
regions in the country, in-
cluding Dodoma, Mwanza, 
and Mbeya, to ensure the 
centres provide training 
and focus on teaching emer-
gency medicine to various 
health workers to ensure 
they can offer these training 
when needed.

The International Emer-
gency Medicine Day is com-
memorated every year on 
27th May where this year’s 
theme is: Climate Change 
and Health Impact in Emer-
gency Medical Care’.

National Environment Management Council (NEMC) environmental engineer Boniface Kyaruzi sensitises customs officers and environmental officers from 
Mbeya and Songwe regions yesterday on the safe handling and use of mercury and other chemicals. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Correspondent Marco Maduhu, 
Shinyanga

POLICE Force in Shinyanga 
Region has seized vehicle with 
registration number T575 CAF 
loaded with 25 bags of cannabis 
and the driver escape from the 
police.

Shinyanga Regional Police 
Commander Janeth Magomi said 
this yesterday when addressing 
journalists emphasizing that the 
force continues to search for the 
car’s driver as well its owner in 
order to answer the suspicions of 
transporting the drugs.

She said that through a special 
operation conducted from April 
17 to May 27 this year, the force 
also seized expired human medi-
cines that were being sold in a 
pharmacy in Shinyanga Munici-
pality.

Regarding the car with drugs, 
RPC Magomi said they arrested 

the cannabis in a car that hit a 
bull in Bugweto area in the mu-
nicipality and when the police 
arrived at the scene for further 
inspection, they found 25 pieces 
of cannabis in the car, with the 
driver fleeing to unknown desti-
nation.

She mentioned other seized 
products as including one televi-
sion, one scale, one radio, 16 mo-
torcycles and 20 liters of illegal 
alcohol.

Regarding the Traffic Division 
of the Tanzania Police Force, 
Magomi said they caught 6,320 
offenses on the motorcycle side 
while 4,847 on cars, tricycles and 
1,473 motorbikes where the per-
petrators were held accountable 
and paid instant fines.

Magomi appealed to the resi-
dents in the region to continue to 
cooperate with the Police Force 
by providing information on 
criminals for a safe Tanzania.

Police seize car loaded with 25 
bags of cannabis in Shinyanga

Prof Janabi: Massive investment at MNH reduces deaths by 40pct

UNITAR Project Lead Michael Adalla makes remarks in Dar es Salaam during recent training on ‘Accelerating sustainable and climate-resilient liveli-
hoods’ attended by 50 young and women entrepreneurs picked from across Tanzania. The idea was chiefly to enhance the participants’ business insight. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Valentine 
Oforo, Dodoma

THE government has un-
veiled strategies to increase 
the number of nuclear experts 
in the country.

The strategies include 
launching the guidelines for 
the rolling out scholarships for 
students to undertake nuclear 
science technology studies 
abroad. 

  Prof Adolf Mkenda, Min-
ister for Education, Science 
and Technology said this yes-

terday here when officiating 
this year’s national education, 
skills, and innovation week.

  The launched initiative is 
part of the Samia Scholarship 
Programme that is geared to-
wards supporting undergradu-
ate students who achieved 
high scores in their advanced 
level national examinations.

  Prof. Mkenda said apart 
from motivating students to 
undertake science and tech-
nology studies, launching 
of the potential scholarship 
focuses to plug the existing 

deficit the government is set 
to increase the number of nu-
clear technology experts in 
the country. 

“Nuclear technology stands 
among sensitive sector to pro-
pel socio-economic sector in 
Tanzania, thus this initiative 
is for ensuring the country 
produces enough and skilled 
experts for the smooth meta-
morphosis of the sector,” he 
said.

 Prof Mkenda said that the 
guidelines are in line with 
promoting science education, 

innovation and creativity and 
are also meant to provide a 
room for the beneficiaries to 
get loans towards post gradu-
ate diploma in legal practice, 
diploma in vocational stud-
ies, as well as the relevant 
courses at the high levels of 
Masters and PhD degrees.

  Others are scholarships 
for first degree in science, 
technology, engineering, 
mathematics and health sci-
ences.

  “The government is very 
committed to improve sci-

ence education, innovation 
skills and creativity as part to 
attain the much-needed in-
dustrial drive, but also to as-
sist students to venture into 
key self- employed economic 
projects in order to cheat the 
increasing wave of unem-
ployment rate,” he observed.

Basing on that focus, he 
said the government has, and 
will continue to implement 
a range of useful strategies, 
including providing needed 
loans to cater for college fees 
for the relevant students.

  “For instance, the govern-
ment is currently working to 
facilitate construction of a 
record number of vocational 
colleges across the country in 
order to expand enrolment of 
the students in question,” he 
unveiled.

  He added, the other ongo-
ing initiatives to help promote 
the sector include develop-
ment and implementation 
of National Digital Education 
Strategy, National Strategy for 
Financing Technology, Science 
and Innovation, among others.

 He added, to fuel the aspi-
ration, the minister stated that 
the government, through the 
parent ministry, is working to 
install a total of 15 campuses to 
offer competence based pro-
grammes in various special-
ised vocational degrees.

  Patrobas Katambi, Deputy 
Minister, Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (Labour, Youth, Employ-
ment and Persons with Disabil-
ity) said the government was 
working to promote innova-
tion and creativity from grass 
root level in the country. 

By Guardian Correspondent

FIFTY upcoming young and 
women entrepreneurs engaged in 
agri-business activities have under-
gone training on how to improve 
their emerging projects.

In addition to the six-month 
training, they got the opportunity 
to pitch their projects before a pan-
el of representatives of financial in-
stitutions and former beneficiaries 
of similar programmes.

The project was aimed at improv-
ing their ability to source funding 
for their projects and was jointly 
coordinated and rolled out by the 
United Nations Institute for Train-
ing and Research (UNITAR) and 
Tanzania’s National Economic Em-
powerment Council (NEEC), with 
financial support from the Arab 
Bank for Economic Development 
in Africa (BADEA).

UNITAR Project Lead Michael 
Adalla said at a two-day session 
marking the end of the training 
that it was the institution’s hope 
that the participants would use 
the training to grow their activi-
ties.

“This training started six months 
ago, with 150 participants from 
Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 
It was being conducted online and 

we are glad that we have met here 
today in person to mark the end of 
the programme,” he said.

He explained that the pro-
gramme was meant to empower 
young entrepreneurs to develop 
bankable projects “so as to link 
the entrepreneurs with financial 
institutions as a solution to the 
capitalization challenges most 
emerging young businesspersons 
are facing.”

Representatives from CRDB 
Bank dealing with agro-financing 
also attended the session and fol-
lowed the proceedings, guiding 
the participants on how to refine 
their presentations so as to attract 
financiers. Adalla said UNITAR 
would continue to follow the ac-
tivities of the beneficiaries of the 
programme after the training.

“We are determined to follow 
up your activities so as to cap-
ture your success stories so as to 
help you serve as an inspiration 
to those who did not attend this 
training. We believe that your ex-
perience will be very valuable to 
many other people,” he said.

Angelamercy Baruti, an alum-
nus of similar programme dubbed 
Green Livelihood and financed by 
Japan, shared her experience at the 
session.

50 young entrepreneurs benefit 
from UNITAR, BADEA support

Initiatives to boost number  of nuclear experts, unveiled
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By Correspondent Josephine Majula, 
Bukoba

POLICE in Missenyi District, 
Kagera Region have been asked 
to be ambassadors of financial 
literacy for them to deliver the 
knowledge to the general public 
after receiving financial training 
under a campaign by the Ministry 
of Finance.

  Officer Commanding District 
(OCD) in Missenyi District, Jonas 
Sira Soa made the remarks during 
a seminar held at Kyaka in Kagera 
region.

 “We promise to train other po-
lice officers who have not been 
trained but also train the general 
public to refrain from high inter-
est rates loans,” he said.

 He said if the training can be of-
fered to the general public, more 
conflicts can be reduced including 
the many cases piling in police sta-
tions.

  Inspector of police, Baraka 
Mafwimbo requested the govern-
ment to strengthen control of in-
stitutions that are involved in stor-
age of private information.

 “One time I was called by these 
microfinance companies who 
wanted me to take a loan but I 
never knew where they got my 
numbers,” he asked.

 Financial Management Officer, 
Department Financial Sector De-
velopment, Ministry of Finance 
Mary Mihigo, urged the public and 
the police to make sure they use 
officially registered financial insti-
tutions to apply for loans to avoid 
fraudsters.

  “You have to know that it is 
an official lending institution, 
through the website of the Central 
Bank of Tanzania (BoT), which has 
listed all the official lending insti-
tutions in the country, so you must 
be satisfied with the registration 
of the relevant institution before 
borrowing,” said Mihigo.

  He said that the government, 
through the Ministry of Finance, 
will continue to provide educa-
tion on financial literacy to the 
public and various groups to en-
sure that citizens have a broad 
understanding of financial issues, 
including education on contracts, 
investments, and bad loans.

Be ambassadors of financial literacy,
police in Missenyi District challenged

Over 300 students at IAA trained on EAC integration
By Beatrice Philemon

MORE than 300 students at the 
Institute of Accountancy Arusha 
(IAA) have been trained on the 
East African Community (EAC) in-
tegration matters to enable them 
exploit opportunities available in 
the region.

The event was held recently 
in Arusha organised by ‘Fungua 
Trust’ and meant to greatly in-
crease students’ awareness on so-
cial and economic opportunities in 
the regional integration and learn 
best ways to explore those oppor-

tunities. It is also geared towards 
preparing Tanzanian youth to ben-
efit from opportunities embedded 
in the regional trading bloc.

Joseph Ntakirutimana, Speaker 
of the East Africa Legislative As-
sembly (EALA) was the guest of 
honour of the event, who de-
scribed youth as the driving force 
for the regional development, so 
investing efforts to enable them 
utilise opportunities was a matter 
of paramount importance.

He said while identifying youth 
to be the driving force for socio-
economic development in the re-

gion, Ntakirutimana said the EA-
LA’s decision made in March 2024 
to establish a youth caucus which 
shall closely address youth matters 
in the region.

He lauded the Trust for its sus-
tained commitment in bringing 
EAC closer to people in the region, 
especially youth.

Dr Shogo Mlozi-Sedoyeka, the 
‘Fungua Trust’ founder and chief 
executive officer (CEO) who is also 
a Member of the EALA said: “This 
is a third of a series of forums that 
her organization has conducted 
since last year.”

Caroline Mugalla, the Interna-
tional Labour Organization (ILO)’s 
country representative who over-
sees Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda and 
Burundi said that youth make up 
an important part of ILO’s activi-
ties and initiatives.

While underscoring the role of 
youth as an informed and energet-
ic workforce, she emphasized on 
the importance of quality of their 
output. Citing examples of the ini-
tiatives, Mugalla added that ILO is 
collaborating with the Institute of 
Accountancy Arusha on a number 
of apprenticeship-based degree 

programmes.
Prof. John Ruhangisa, a professor 

of law at Makumira University enu-
merated opportunities available in 
every field of cooperation in the re-
gion. He demonstrated that oppor-
tunities are available among others 
in cross-border trade in industrial 
and agricultural goods, tourism 
and travel services, employment 
particularly in the fields of infor-
mation and industrial technology, 
health care, education, engineer-
ing, and project management.

 Students were urged to take in-
terest in large scale multi-national 

projects that are now operational 
in the region. Prof Ruhangisa em-
phasized on the need for students 
to make a quick change of mindset.

“While EAC is striving to attract a 
bigger inflow of intra-regional and 
foreign investment, opportunities 
that such investments bring will 
remain to be highly competitive,” 
he noted. Prof. Eliamani Sedoyeka, 
IAA rector, appreciated the Fungua 
Trust for their decision to engage 
his institute in a series of its forums 
on youth. Knowledge that students 
have gained shall prepare them for 
a better future.

Dr Charles Msonde (C), Deputy Permanent Secretary (Education) in Regional Administration and Local Governments wing of the President’s Office, pic-
tured in Dodoma city yesterday heading to the venue of a meeting where he was scheduled to address teachers. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila
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Pact worth 1.5bn/- signed to digitise FCC operations
By Getrude Mbago

IN efforts aimed to lower trade 
barriers and attract more po-
tential investors in the country, 
TradeMark Africa and the Fair 
Competition Commission (FCC) 
have signed an agreement aimed 
to digitise operations at the com-
mission.

Worth $600,000 (1.56bn/-), 
the initiative which will be im-
plemented for three years, will 
involve major improvements of 
information and communication 
technology (ICT) infrastructure, 

development of a modern digi-
tal system for investors to submit 
their applications as well as train-
ing to staff for them to use the sys-
tems as well as infrastructure.

Speaking during the signing 
event in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
FCC Director General William 
Erio said the changes are aimed to 
streamline workflows, reduce de-
cision making timelines, increase 
transparency and foster a more 
competitive and secure environ-
ment for trade and investment in 
the country.

He said the project will also re-

duce costs associated with trade 
and investment procedures, a de-
crease in the prevalence of coun-
terfeit products and enhance con-
sumer protection.

“We welcome this strategic part-
nership with TradeMark Africa as 
a significant milestone in our ef-
forts to strengthen regulatory ca-
pacity and enforcement. Together, 
we aim to promote market com-
petition, attract more investments 
and support sustainable econom-
ic growth in the country,” he said.

Erio said by attracting potential 
investors; will eventually increase 

trade volume revenues in the 
country.

“FCC will be able to use short 
time to work on joint ventures in-
vestment proposals because once 
the new ICT infrastructure is built, 
there will be no need for traders 
and investors to submit their ap-
plications physically but can do 
this wherever they are inside and 
outside the country,” he asserted.

He said the government will 
continue to create a good environ-
ment to attract local and foreign 
investors, adding that the issue of 
strengthening the investment en-

vironment is a permanent agenda.
He added: “President Samia Su-

luhu Hassan works hard to open 
up the country internationally 
and attract investors from across 
the globe, so as institutions we 
need to back the efforts by ensur-
ing that we serve the guests and 
investors nicely to enable them 
establish sustainable projects.”

Erio said prior to implementing 
a merger project, investors have 
to notify the FCC where further 
procedures for proposal are done 
as per the Competition Act and 
Competition Rules include.

Elibariki Shammy, the Trade 
Mark Africa country director said 
the organisation remains com-
mitted to fostering sustainable 
economic development in Tan-
zania through various initiatives 
to boost trade as well as protect 
consumers.

“The initiative also aims to con-
tribute to regional economic inte-
gration and aligns with the broad-
er goals of increasing intra-African 
trade under the African Continen-
tal Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and 
procedures related to competi-
tion regulation and consumer 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE National Environment Management 
Council (NEMC) in collaboration with the 
Chief Government Chemist Laboratory 
Agency (CGCLA) has embarked on a cam-
paign to educate government officials in 
Mbeya and Songwe regions about the effects 
of mercury.

The education on the effects of mercury 
is provided through a project to control the 
use of mercury chemicals which is funded 
by the World Bank (WB) and coordinated by 
the Office of the Chief Government Chemist.

Speaking during the commencement of 
the campaign yesterday here, Joyce Njisya, 

registration manager of CGCLA laboratory 
in Dodoma wanted customs and environ-
ment officers in the two regions to cooper-
ate closely to control the illegal importation 
of the chemicals.

She asked them to ensure that they prop-
erly manage the legal transportation of mer-
cury and its safe use to avoid the importa-
tion of illegal and substandard mercury and 
to avoid the harmful effects of mercury.

Njisya called on the workers of all places 
that use mercury to ensure that they use 
mercury that is registered with (CGCLA) and 
whoever is caught with mercury contrary to 
the authorized ownership will be dealt with 
by the law.

“Our country still allows the use of mercu-
ry, my advice for companies and individuals 
involved in the transportation, distribution, 
and use of mercury chemicals to ensure that 
they’re registered and given permits by the 
law, if we find that you have violated the law, 
the fine is up to 200m/- for the company 
while the fine for an individual it reaches up 
to 2.5m/-,” she said.

Zabibu Nduru, CGCLA senior chemist said 
mercury is one of the ten sources that most 
endanger the health of the community due 
to human activities if it is not properly man-
aged. She said the unsafe use of mercury 
causes health and environmental effects 
including damaging the kidneys, liver, and 

lungs, damaging the nervous system and vi-
tal organs of the body.

She said that this condition causes a per-
son to be unable to feel, stiffness of the body, 
impaired eyesight, inability to work, skin dis-
ease, loss of male power, mental stress, skin 
irritation, and body weakness. 

She added that for pregnant mothers it af-
fects the growth of the child due to mercury 
poisoning and for men it causes infertility, 
noting that the effects of mercury that occur 
if a person does not wear protective equip-
ment in the filtering process and when burn-
ing the mercury-captured ore to separate it.

He emphasised the importance for miners 
to use protective equipment when working 

in order to protect themselves from the ef-
fects of mercury.

Tunduma Border customs officer, Menlad 
Mpangala, thanked NEMC and CGCLA for 
providing education on the safe use of mer-
cury because that education will help them 
control the safety of mercury transportation 
in the Tunduma border.

He urged mercury exporters to stop trans-
porting the product arbitrarily because do-
ing so leads to the sub-standard chemicals 
entering the country.

He said Tanzanians should stop using the 
chemical secretly because despite causing 
the government to lose income it can also 
cause health hazards.

NEMC, CGCLA in campaign to curb harmful effects of mercury

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 
Tanga

PUPILS from at least 100 primary 
schools across Tanzania are ben-
efiting from a tailor-made $10mil-
lion worth project, which is focusing 
to foster creativity and innovation 
through use of special learning kits.

Dubbed: ‘PlayMatters’ the five-year 
project is a brainchild of Interna-
tional Rescue Committee, under the 
financial auspicious of Lego Founda-
tion, and it is being implemented in 
sync with other key stakeholders, 
including Planning International, In-
novation for Poverty Action (IPA) the 
Behavioural Insight Team and War 
Child, as well as the government.

Giving an exclusive interview at 
the ongoing observations of the Na-
tional Education, Skills and Innova-
tion Week 2024 in Tanga Region, 
Juliana Dyegura, the technical lead 
for PlayMatters project said that the 
initiative works to heighten perfor-
mance of health, education, and 
child protection areas, among oth-
ers.

According to her, pupils in at 
least five regions of Mara, Mwanza, 
Simiyu, Mtwara and Dodoma are 
positively impacted by the helpful 
project. “The project involves an ar-
ray of crucial initiatives, all aiming to 
improve pupil’s physical and cogni-
tive growth, psychological ability, 
but also to expose them to clouds-
connected digital creativity portals,” 

she said, adding that the six bricks 
concept was introduced in 2023 to 
schools by the PlayMatters project.

She said that the useful training 
technical was created by Care for 
Education.

“The concept based on the crea-
tive application of Lego bricks to 
education activities,” Dyegura said, 
adding that the project was rolling 
out special training towards teach-
ers, primary schools headmasters 
and members of schools commit-
tees on how bravely to make fruitful 
use of the Lego Bricks to help spur 
pupils’ teaching- learning process 
in schools. “The focus is to promote 
and improve spirit of innovation, 
technology and creativity towards 
the pupils across the involving 
schools, the key development for 
their tomorrow’s future, as well as 
the national economy as a whole,” 
she added.

She further said that the project 
was dishing out different relevant 
facilities to the schools in order to 
enable the teachers to stand on a 
professional side to assist the pupils 
to acquire the targeted skills.

The future focus, according to her, 
is to extend the key services to more 
schools in more regions, depending 
on availability of resources.

“Currently, we’re working in part-
nership with the Tanzania Institute 
of Education (TEI) to develop a spe-
cial training guideline, being partly 
to bolster the training in question.”

Project to instil innovations
and creativity among pupils

By Correspondent Jumbe Ismailly, Singida   

A TOTAL of 102 residents of  in 
Ikungi District, Singida Region, who 
are suspected to engage in human 
trafficking business as well as vio-
lence against women and children 
have been arrested and dragged to 
court.

The suspects are the ones alleged 
to commit the offences between 
2021 and 2024.

Neema Mnyokanyoka, Ikungi Pri-
mary Court magistrate said due to 
public awareness and cooperation 
in the society, a number of culprits 
who implement violence to women 
and children have continued to be 
arrested, something which will help 
reduce the inhuman acts. 

She made the remarks over the 
weekend here when speaking at a 
capacity building to 67 community 
health workers from 18 wards of Sin-
gida Municipality.

Mnyokanyoka explained that 
among the suspects who were 
brought to court, 95 were linked to 
allegations of violence against wom-
en and children while 14 suspects 
were accused of human trafficking.

In addition, the magistrate stated 
that in 2021, a total of 25 people were 
brought to the court on suspicion of 
committing violence acts, while in 
2022 there were 28 people, in 2023 
there were 28 suspects and in 2024, 
a total of 14 people were brought to 
the dock on suspicion of illegal trade 
trafficking people.

Presenting report on the imple-
mentation of projects of the Medi-
cal Missionary of Mary Community 
Centre through Faraja Community 
Based Healthcare Centre in Singida 
municipality, Severine Laurent, said 
that in the period of one month, 
the centre has successfully brought 
to court between 10 and 15 cases of 
people accused of human traffick-
ing, where among the cases, 8 to 10 
cases won.

Laurent, who is a servant at the 
Faraja Centre said that more ef-
forts are needed to help eradicate 
violence as well as human trafficking 
business.

According to the servant, the cen-
tre has for years been educating the 
public on the impacts of human traf-
ficking and violence with the major-
ity of victims being youth, women 

100 people in Ikungi dragged to 
in court for human trafficking 

RAIN-INDUCED HAVOC: Motorists have a hard time moving along the Kwa Ndosi stretch of suburban Dar es Salaam’s Goba-Tegeta A road yesterday, with 
most of the blame heaped on the recent heavy rains. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Zanzibar’s Deputy Health Minister, Hassan Khamis Hafidh, contributes to debate in the Zanzibar House of Representatives yesterday. Photo: Rahma 
Suleiman
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national news

By Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph, 
Njombe

MINISTER for Constitution and 
Legal Affairs Dr Pindi Chana has ap-
pealed to parents and guardians to 
ensure every child aged below five 
years is registered and issued with a 
birth certificate.

Dr Chana made the call here yes-
terday shortly after visiting booths 
at the Mama Samia Legal Aid Cam-
paign showcasing event in the re-
gion.

She said that parents and guard-
ians should obtain their children’s 
certificates to help them in their fu-
ture lives.

“Birth certificate is an important 
document and according to the law 
of our country, any child born in 
Tanzania has the right to have a cer-
tificate,” said Dr Chana.

The Minister mentioned the ben-
efits of obtaining birth certificates 
including helping to obtain National 
Identification (NIDA), higher educa-
tion loans, and passports among 
others.

She said that if parents and guard-
ians obtain birth certificates, it will 
help the government to get statistics 

for future development plans.
Dr Chana said that Mama Samia’s 

legal aid campaign should continue 
in all regions of the country; the goal 
being to reach poor citizens who are 
unable to pay for lawyers to get jus-
tice.

Constitution and Legal Affairs 
Deputy Jumanne Sagini also asked 
people to come forward to get pro-
fessional advice on inheritance, 
marriage, and land disputes.

“Many conflicts have been causing 
discord in families and communities 
or sometimes causing harm because 
we cannot end conflicts in a civilized 
approach,” said Sagini.

Simon Tweve, one of the residents 
in Njombe Region said that the cam-
paign has come at the right time be-
cause there are long-term conflicts 
that have not been resolved.

“My land has been invaded by peo-
ple, I have come here to get advice 
because a court order was issued for 
them to leave, but they don’t want to 
leave,” said Tweve.

Another resident, Mary Sanga also 
thanked the government for bring-
ing legal aid to them saying that this 
is a relief for us because it is very 
costly to hire a lawyer.

Ensure every child gets birth
certificate, Chana tells parents

RC lauds Samia, Mwinyi’s efforts to scale up access to financial inclusion 
By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

UNGUJA Urban-West regional 
commissioner Idrissa Kitwana 
Mustafa has lauded Presidents Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan and Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi’s efforts to uplift Tanza-
nians from the poverty quagmire 
by scaling-up access to financial 
services in the country.

RC Mustafa made the observa-
tion when speaking at the Kibanda 
Maiti grounds in Unguja when 
gracing the launching of the digi-

tal account by one of the leading 
bank campaigns in the isles. 

  The opening of the account 
was in line with the ongoing pub-
lic awareness campaigns to mo-
bilize its adoption and are grand 
endeavour adding tremendous 
value in advancing the national 
digital financial inclusion agenda.

  Mustafa said the initiative, 
which is part of the wider stra-
tegic engagements the lender is 
using to on-board new custom-
ers and include them into the 

formal financial system has many 
financial benefits and economic 
empowerment potential to be ig-
nored.

  The day in Zanzibar was 
spiced by an educative bash that 
pushed many residents in the 
area to open the novel accounts 
that cost only 1,000/- and fetches 
no monthly charges.

  “I call upon my people of 
Kibanda Maiti, Zanzibar’s and 
all Tanzanians to embrace this 
opportunity because it enables 

them to benefit from the innova-
tive solutions of the bank,” Musta-
fa said, calling on other lenders to 
craft similar services supporting 
financial freedom and advancing 
economic empowerment.

Unguja Urban District Com-
missioner Rashid Msalaka, com-
mended the bank for supporting 
government initiatives seeking 
to better lives and spur develop-
ment.

  Filbert Mponzi, bank’s chief 
of retail banking mostly dwelt on 

benefits of the new product, saying 
it include the opportunity to digi-
tally access the unsecured Mshiko 
Fasta micro-loans of between 
1,000/- and 1m/-.

  According to him, the novel 
financing solution suits ordinary 
folks, most particularly MSMEs 
borrowers.

 One of the customers on-board-
ed at the event, Naifat Mohamed 
Omar said that they will use the 
credit service to boost their busi-
nesses.

 He said the innovation has ena-
bled her to become a bank account 
holder for the first time in her life.

 “I see a bright future with NMB,” 
she remarked, noting that the re-
duced red tape in opening the ac-
count touched her the most.

 Senior citizen Kombo Machano 
who had never heard of a bank ac-
count being opened at only 1,000/- 
had come to the event to prove 
what he had heard about the ser-
vice, including its instantaneous 
opening.

Peterson Godfrey, a third-year undergraduate student at the Institute of Accountancy Arusha, contributes to debate on integration among East African 
Community partner states. It was at a recent youth forum held in Arusha city. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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National Service’s rationale strained 
in its voluntary, compulsory strands 
TOP commanders of the National 

Service, a wing of the country’s de-
fence forces, have been issuing direc-
tives to those completing Form Six 
mid this year to report to training 
camps between in the first week of 
next month.

Those who attended National Ser-
vice decades ago will recall that they 
were required to be there for three-
month mandatory training – and it 
was generally both as refreshing as it 
was in a sense perplexing.

The military training used last six 
months and the service as such six 
months, the latter now scrapped and 
the other part halved, so the total 
presence in the force has vastly di-
minished – from one year earlier.

Even then, exposure to the basics 
of parade discipline and elemen-
tary military skills is not irrelevant in 
shaping the psychology of youths.

However, for the stint is not am fi-
nancial year 2023/2024ious enough 
to qualify as actual military training 
or come up as a specific formation 
for patriotism or living with people of 
other classes or ethnic provenance.

National Service is instrumental in 
moulding our youth through train-
ing that corresponds to passing them 
through ‘building a better tomorrow’ 
(BBT) furnaces – in this case through 
the execution of various forms of de-
velopment projects but without side-
lining defence and general physical, 
mental and psychological resilience 
and vigilance.

The capacity to care for wild-
life, courtesy of the undergoing of 
tailor-made training at the likes of 
Mwika Wildlife College, would pos-
sibly make a viable addition to what 

National Service stints could offer 
youths.

In other words, it would likely be 
easier for the government to find the 
resources or avenues to keep in the 
BBT framework youths reporting 
there.

It would also preferably re-formu-
late the compulsory military training 
element, even as it is notable that the 
expectations of some of the National 
Service ‘graduates’ being considered 
for openings to a military career re-
main understandably sweet dreams.

A BBT framework of skills where 
one’s physical resilience constitutes 
a significant portion of the tasks at 
hand is a usable option, particularly 
with cooperation from military train-
ers.

While the logical transposition 
of the issue looks somewhat out-
landish, it is possible to convert the 
sprawling National Service camps 
into BBT units, depending on what-
ever may be the government’s pro-
jections and expectations.

Zanzibar has for decades had a 
similar department going by a name 
aptly suggesting that it is, in fact, an 
economy building unit.

That comes closer to meaning the 
desire – indeed, intention – to mould 
youths ready for gainful ‘self-employ-
ment’.

The government in general and 
National Service in particular have 
gathered the experience they need 
to ensure that every effort is made to 
make our youths play a pivotal role 
in shepherding our country into an 
inviable member of a global commu-
nity of nations making the grade on 
all major scores.

Elections 2024 — What happens next in SA’s 
uncertain journey to a coalition government
By Jakkie Cilliers 
 
South Africans will elect their sev-

enth democratic Parliament in two 
days, with the final results expected by 
2 June. This will be an anxious week as 
we await the type of coalition and lead-
ership that will govern for the next five 
years.

Voting patterns and trends indicate 
that after 35 years in power, the African 
National Congress (ANC) could by 2029 
be relegated to the opposition bench. 
But in the interim, it’s likely to domi-
nate Parliament as the largest party by 
quite a stretch.

Parliament must hold its first session 
within 14 days of the results’ release, 
likely on 17 June. After Members of Par-
liament (MPs) are sworn in, they elect a 
president from among their 400 mem-
bers. Elected parties are allocated seats 
proportional to votes received, using 
the candidate lists submitted before the 
polls. If there’s more than one presiden-
tial candidate, voting is by secret ballot. 
If no one gets a majority, the candidates 
with the fewest votes are eliminated, 
and voting is repeated.

In the unlikely scenario that a new 
president isn’t elected within 30 days 
because two candidates get equal votes, 
Parliament is dissolved and a new elec-
tion is called. During this period, Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa and his current 
Cabinet remain in their positions in an 
acting capacity.

Once the president is elected, she 
or he forms a cabinet from among the 
MPs. There’s no time limit for this. The 
president can nominate two people 
from outside the National Assembly. 
Choosing a large cabinet from the limit-
ed pool of expertise has been an endur-
ing challenge for successive presidents.

Polls suggest that the ANC will remain 
dominant, with the largest number of 
seats in Parliament, but probably with-
out a clear majority. The party will like-
ly need partners in the Northern Cape 
and Free State provinces, and could 
find itself on the opposition bench in 
Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal. The Dem-
ocratic Alliance (DA) looks set to retain 
the Western Cape, even if it needs the 
support of a smaller party to do so.

Of course, the surveys may get it 
wrong. South Africans may decide to 
stay at home or turn out en masse. To 
date, the trend is for a steady decline 
in the percentage of South Africans 
who register and vote. Is there a suf-
ficient sense that ‘change is in the air’ 
to turn that trend around on Wednes-
day? Whatever the outcomes, real ne-
gotiations between the various parties 
can only start once the results are an-
nounced.

Rough ride for ANC predicted

That said, there seems little 
doubt that the largest losers will be 
the ANC, with an approximately 10 
percentage point decline in their 
support, and the Economic Free-
dom Fighters (EFF), which could 
see its support plateau. The new 
uMkhonto Wesizwe (MK) party 
and the Inkatha Freedom Party 
(IFP) have eaten into voter support 
for both.

But MK has a limited shelf-life. 
The party was formed in Decem-
ber 2023 with former president 
Jacob Zuma’s endorsement. On 20 
May, the Constitutional Court ruled 
that Zuma can’t run for Parliament 
this week due to his 2021 jail sen-
tence. Given his age and disdain 
for the rule of law, MK will likely ei-
ther disappear or eventually merge 
with another, most likely the EFF. 
In the interim, an EFF–MK alliance 
in Parliament could provide a vot-
ing bloc almost approaching DA 
levels of support.

Perhaps the only certainty is 
that the polls will reflect the ongo-
ing fracturing of political support 
among many more parties, point-
ing to the need for partners at 
every level. Our proportional sys-
tem makes coalition government 
an inevitable future. The next local 
government elections in 2026 will 
surely see an increase in the 66 
hung councils after the November 
2021 polls.

Local government stability
Once enacted, the recently 

published Municipal Structures 
Amendment Bill will help stabilise 
local government. It will limit the 
number of parties allocated seats 
in a council by requiring 1% of valid 

of its national and international 
goodwill, particularly under Zuma, 
whose presidency was marred by 
corruption, incompetence and in-
action. Under his watch, the State 
was decimated, and many State-
owned assets sold off or destroyed. 
This has left the government with 
no choice but to turn to the private 
sector — not a long-term solution 
for a country with such levels of 
poverty and inequality.

Recent Nobel laureates in eco-
nomics Angus Deaton and Joseph 
Stiglitz, among others, are sound-
ing alarm bells regarding how 
neoliberal economics have led to 
populism and increased inequality. 
South Africa is heading in the same 
direction, largely due to a lack of 
alternatives, and will eventually 
need to recover from the inevita-
ble deleterious effects. We need a 
strong, developmental state. Large 
parts of its service delivery in poor-
er areas should not and cannot be 
driven by profit.

South Africans need to come to-
gether and put ideology, race and 
other divisions aside if we want to 
improve livelihoods. We must build 
a working future that brings all key 
sectors in public life and the econ-
omy together.

A country divided — as we are 
today —grows slowly. This means 
the best outcome for South Af-
rica, once the dust settles after the 
elections, will be a government 
of national unity and, like other 
high-growth economies, a laser-
like focus on economic growth and 
development. We need to bring all 
our considerable expertise togeth-
er to make South Africa the success 
it can be. DM

Mobility of land ownership, more 
than clinics, will reduce wrangles

WITH technological develop-
ments and mobile public services as 
the new buzzwords in service deliv-
ery, it was enlightening to hear that 
financial year 2023/2024 has so far 
seen 4,565 disputes related to land 
ownership and use resolved.

According to the Lands, Housing 
and Human Settlements Develop-
ment minister, that this has resulted 
largely from the deployment of mo-
bile land clinics in a countrywide 
campaign.

The recent observation consti-
tuted part of proud moments of 
the ministry’s work as recounted 
when the minister presented the 
ministry’s Budget estimates for FY 
2024/2025 in the National Assembly 
in Dodoma city.

Just how far this is a revolution 
compared to the past is not easy 
to assert but definitely progress is 
being made, even if its stability and 
economic usefulness are put in 
considerable unease by threats of 
climate change.

The minister’s remarks seemed 
to suggest that mobile land clinics 
and ongoing surveying and land use 
planning point to the government’s 
overall vision in that direction.

When this programme is in full 
swing, it will obviously make a huge 
difference to a situation where land 
issues are sorted out communally, 
where anything is possible depend-
ing on customs and circumstances – 
with the law not quite the determin-
ing feature.

There was helpful note in the 
minister’s remarks when he distin-
guished between chronic and rou-
tine land disputes, even as it wasn’t 
clear if these are resolved using the 
same methods after clearing thou-
sands of queries. The minister said 
the importance of resolving land 
disputes was that people need to 
live freely and peacefully while con-
ducting their economic and other 
activities unhampered.

The financial year saw the gov-
ernment approve 191 applications 
for 11,613 hectares of land from local 

and foreign investors, while the min-
istry is seeking 178.57bn/- to move 
people from game reserves and wa-
ter sources.

The people targeted will be 
moved to areas deemed more suit-
able for settlements but while not-
ing that many flood plains and hilly 
areas are gradually vacated owing to 
threats of floods, landslides, etc., im-
pacting on farms and housing.

What is again visible is that the 
government will have to make more 
compromises on some lands, as the 
ravages of climate change makes 
previous and even current land use 
plans a bit unreliable.

The fact is that no one knows for 
sure what year-end rains or the long 
rains next year will be like.

In a way, there is even a tendency 
of bridging these rainfall periods 
into one long rainy half-year – from 
late October to the outward reaches 
of May, as in the El Nino phenom-
enon in the outgoing rainy seasons.

Yet, since ‘misfortune never 
comes alone’, vast patches of land 
are left dry and, for Africa, swathes 
of some countries including those 
that have lately alternated between 
sea-borne cyclones at one point 
amidst vast drought.

Whether it is on chronic dry land 
or chronic wetlands, there are mil-
lions of people in Tanzania alone 
who would be glad to exchange 
their patches of land for reasonable 
amounts of money to move to more 
predictable climes.

They need usable options like gar-
dening and poultry or small patches 
for zero grazing, with possibility of 
purchasing of cattle feed or grow-
ing it periodically on the patches for 
harvesting and storing.

Public authorities, though, may 
be thinking otherwise, which could 
force some people into rethinking 
their projections, with dreams shat-
tered. This only further underlines 
the need to keep taking into seri-
ous consideration the way land use 
plans fit into the wider picture of 
national development.
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 ANC, DA, EFF election posters displayed on 10 Mach 2024 in Pretoria, South Africa. (Photo: Gallo Images/Lefty 
Shivambu)

votes cast. Changes of municipal 
office bearers would be possible 
only two years after being elected. 
And the Cooperative Governance 
and Traditional Affairs Member of 
the Executive Council (MEC) can 
change a municipality to a collec-
tive executive system if no party 
obtains a majority of seats.

It remains to be seen what will 
happen at the national and provin-
cial levels after the elections on 29 
May, however.

We need to learn to govern in 
consultation with one another, as 
has been happening successfully 
in some municipalities, although 
not in metros outside the Western 
Cape. Already there’s talk of profes-
sionalising the civil service as part 
of a broader plan to allow the gov-
ernment to carry on without too 
much political interference.

If it falls below 50%, it seems 
likely that the ANC will go into coa-
lition with any number of smaller 
parties at the national level rather 
than with larger parties like the DA, 
EFF or IFP. The question of electing 
the president will be intertwined 
with selecting partners, and will be 
a harbinger of things to come.

South Africans have been here 
before, with efforts in 1994 to hold 
the country together after its first 
democratic elections. After a prom-
ising start, the past two decades 
have been disappointing, although 
we must recognise the extent and 
impact of exogenous shocks such 
as Covid-19.

Need for unified, developmen-
tal State

But South Africa — once a beacon 
of hope — has squandered much 
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By Correspondent Constantine Akitanda

T
HE Ngorongoro Conservation Area, located 
in northern Tanzania, is one of the world's 
renowned sites, listed among the Wonders of 
the World due to its unique beauty and eco-

logical significance. 
Tanzania takes great pride in this exceptional herit-

age site, as it attracts researchers, tourists, and envi-
ronmental fans from around the globe, showcasing 
the country's natural wonders to the world.

The Ngorongoro Crater, the world's largest inactive 
volcanic caldera, resulted from a massive volcanic ex-
plosion approximately two million years ago. With a 
diameter of 20 kilometers and a depth of 600 meters, 
it creates a unique ecological environment. 

Ngorongoro is home to a rich biodiversity, hosting 
wildlife such as lions, elephants, black rhinos, buffa-
loes, zebras, antelopes, and numerous bird species. 

This biodiversity is a major draw for tourists and re-
searchers in ecology and biology, making investment 
in its protection and conservation imperative.

The conservation area is also crucial for human 
origin studies, with Olduvai Gorge, located within the 
conservation area, being the site where the skull of 
Zinjanthropus was discovered by Dr. Louis and Mary 
Leakey in 1959. 

This discovery provided significant insights into hu-
man evolution and the development of early human 
technologies.

Ngorongoro's landscape is attractive, featuring a 
mix of highlands, hills, valleys, and water sources, of-
fering excellent opportunities for tourism activities 
such as wildlife safaris, walking tours, and nature pho-
tography. 

 The Ngorongoro Conservation Area Authority 
(NCAA) works closely with local communities to en-
sure natural resources are used sustainably for the 
benefit of future generations.

Recently, the Tanzanian government, through the 
Ngorongoro Conservation Authority Area (NCAA), an-
nounced its goal to improve the living conditions of 
residents in the Ngorongoro division, especially those 
living within the conservation area. 

This initiative aims to separate human and wildlife 
habitats to enhance conservation efforts. The reality 
is that human life within the conservation area is chal-
lenging, and residents lack complete freedom due to 
interactions with wildlife, with incidents of attacks by 
dangerous animals being reported.

The government's strategy includes educating and 
voluntarily resettling residents from the conservation 

Resettlement in Ngorongoro: A government initiative to safeguard wildlife and enhance community welfare

By Adonis Byemelwa

I
N a groundbreaking symposium in Dar es Salaam 
on May 24, 2024, Africa's foremost experts gath-
ered to dissect the vital components of peace and 
security on the continent. Led by luminaries like 

Professor Eginald Mihanjo from the National Defense 
College (NDC) and Prof Adebayo Ulukoshi, a leading In-
ternational Relations lecturer, the event promised trans-
formative insights into safeguarding Africa's future.

The discussions illuminated the intricate tapestry of 
peace-building efforts in Africa, setting the stage for a 
transformative dialogue on safeguarding the region's 
future. Professor Mihanjo emphasized the intrinsic link 
between economic empowerment and peace, stating, 
"The foundation of economic stability lies in the employ-
ment opportunities available to citizens, particularly the 
youth post-graduation." He articulated this perspective 
during his presentation, underscoring the pivotal role of 
economic prosperity in fostering stability.

Echoing similar sentiments, Prof Ulukoshi stressed 
the imperative of investing in economic empowerment 
as a means to bolster peace and security. "Peace cannot 
be achieved solely through the proliferation of military 
forces or weaponry. It requires a holistic approach that 
addresses underlying socio-economic disparities," he as-
serted.

The symposium also delved into the recent coup at-
tempt in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), or-
chestrated by Congolese rebel Christian Malanga, a 
naturalized US citizen. The audacious move on May 19, 
2024, targeting the President's residence, has elicited 
widespread concern within the country and across the 
continent.

Renowned diplomat and former Tanzanian Ambassa-
dor to the US, Liberatha Mulamula, raised insightful in-
quiries regarding the enduring conflicts in the DRC, de-
spite sustained efforts to pacify the region. In response, 
Professor Mihanjo highlighted the role of effective lead-
ership in sustaining peace, stating, "The dearth of effec-
tive leadership exacerbates the challenges to peace in 
Africa. It is undeniable that a leadership vacuum con-
tributes significantly to the perpetuation of conflict."

Prof Ulukoshi underscored the importance of foster-
ing good governance as a cornerstone of peace and se-
curity. "Effective governance structures ensure account-
ability and transparency, thereby mitigating the risk of 
political instability and conflict," he asserted.

The dialogue also addressed the pressing issue of un-
employment among African youth, particularly univer-
sity graduates. Prof Adebayo Ulukoshi emphasized the 
urgent need to address this demographic challenge, stat-
ing, "The burgeoning number of unemployed graduates 
poses a significant threat to peace and security in Africa. 
Without viable employment opportunities, disillusioned 
youth may resort to illicit activities, fueling instability."

The discussions highlighted the interconnectedness 
of peace, economic prosperity, and effective govern-
ance in fostering stability. However, the recent coup 
attempt in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
masterminded by Congolese rebel Christian Malanga, 
who holds US citizenship, has reignited concerns about 
peace and stability in Africa.

In a daring pre-dawn raid on Sunday 19th May 2024, 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) military 

Dar symposium paves way for African peace and 
prosperity as experts unveil transformative plan

calling for enhanced cooperation and 
support to address the root causes of 
instability and build resilience against 
external threats. Efforts to strengthen 
regional security mechanisms, including 
the G5 Sahel Joint Force and the African 
Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), re-
mained critical in countering terrorist 
threats and promoting peace and stabil-
ity in the region.

Regional integrations such as the Afri-
can Union (AU), the Economic Communi-
ty of West African States (ECOWAS), and 
the Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC) played a pivotal role in re-
taining peace and stability in Africa amid 
the fallout from the failed coup attempt 
in the DRC and other regional challenges.

The AU, Africa's premier intergovern-
mental organization, leads efforts to pro-
mote peace, security, and development. 
Through its Peace and Security Council 
and African Standby Force, it facilitates 
conflict prevention and peacekeeping op-
erations, bolstering regional stability. The 
AU's commitment to democratic govern-
ance and human rights underscores its role 
as a custodian of African values.

ECOWAS, comprising 15 West African 
nations, is pivotal in maintaining regional 
peace. Swiftly condemning the DRC coup 
attempt, ECOWAS upholds democratic 
principles and governance. Similarly, SADC 
fosters peace in Southern Africa through 
dialogue and mediation, enhancing eco-
nomic development. African leaders prior-
itize collective action and inclusive govern-
ance to make the continent move towards 
a brighter future.

The failed coup attempt in the DRC 
served as a stark reminder of the fragility of 
peace and democracy in Africa. However, it 
also underscored the resilience of African 
leaders and regional organizations in con-
fronting such challenges with determina-
tion and resolve.

All and sundry, by embracing the prin-
ciples of collective action, inclusive gov-
ernance, and regional integration, Africa 
could overcome its current trials and 
emerge stronger, more united, and better 
equipped to tackle the complex issues 
of the 21st century. The continent em-
barked on this journey, the promise of a 
brighter future beckoned, driven by the 
shared vision of peace, prosperity, and 
progress for all Africans.

area to Msomera village in Handeni, 
Tanga region, and other areas in the 
country. This move aims to provide 
residents with better and safer living 
conditions outside the conservation 
area.

Speaking to the residents of the 
Ngorongoro division at various times 
during the awareness, resettlement, 
and registration process, the Act-
ing Public Relations Manager of the 
NCAA, Mr. Hamis Dambaya, states 
that the awareness campaign would 
continue until every resident of the 
Ngorongoro division understands 
the importance of voluntary resettle-
ment. 

The government has conducted 
extensive research on this initia-

tive, and the concept of resettling 
residents from within this cherished 
world heritage site should not be 
misunderstood, because the natural 
wealth at stake requires decisive ac-
tion to ensure its preservation.

Dambaya adds that the govern-
ment is genuinely committed to this 
initiative, hence the efforts to edu-
cate residents on the risks of contin-
uing to live within the conservation 
area, the benefits they will receive by 
agreeing to resettle, and the reliable 
infrastructure prepared for them in 
the new locations.

 "You live in difficult conditions due 
to the lack of freedom to enter and 
exit the conservation area, fearing 
dangerous animals that pose a threat 

to your livestock, property, and even 
your lives, the government has made 
the right decision to encourage you 
to seek better and freer lives outside 
the conservation area, just like other 
Tanzanians," emphasizes Dambaya.

However, the initiative to educate 
and voluntarily resettle residents 
from within the Ngorongoro Con-
servation Area has sparked various 
debates and opinions; this situation 
necessitates the government to con-
tinue providing education along with 
accurate answers regarding its pur-
pose of protecting and conserving 
this area.

Critics of the government's efforts 
to encourage residents to resettle 
outside the conservation area, par-

The Ngorongoro crater

foiled a coup against President Felix Tshisekedi's government, 
resulting in at least three deaths in Kinshasa. The attackers, 
armed and wearing military fatigues, targeted the residence 
of ally Vital Kamerhe and breached the Palais de la Nation, al-
though Tshisekedi was absent. Among the attackers was Chris-
tian Malanga, a former Congolese army captain and US resi-
dent, who led the failed assault.

“At about 4 am local time (03:00 GMT) dozens of men wear-
ing military fatigues and armed with submachine guns and 
rifles attacked the residence of Vital Kamerhe, a federal legisla-
tor who is an ally of Tshisekedi and a favorite to become the 
speaker of the National Assembly,” reported La Prospérité.

The incident unfolded swiftly, with gunfire erupting in the 
streets of Kinshasa as security forces engaged the attackers. At 
least three people were killed in the shootouts that ensued, in-
cluding two Congolese security officials, and the leader of the 
attackers, Christian Malanga. Some 50 people have been arrest-
ed, the Congolese military said, including three United States 
citizens.

The failed coup attempt in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) reverberated across Africa, prompting renewed scrutiny 
of political stability in regions grappling with similar challenges. 

In Burkina Faso, the Gambia, Mali, and the broader Sahel re-
gion, the specter of political unrest loomed large, with recent 
events underlining the fragile nature of democratic governance 
and the persistent threat of military intervention.

In Burkina Faso, a country plagued by recurring bouts of in-
stability, concerns mounted over the government's ability to 
maintain control amid escalating violence and mounting dis-

content. The Sahel region, encompassing Burkina Faso, Mali, 
Niger, Chad, and Mauritania, has become a hotspot for jihad-
ist activity and inter-communal violence, exacerbating existing 
governance challenges and fueling social unrest.

The Gambia, a nation still grappling with the legacy of former 
President Yahya Jammeh's authoritarian rule, faced renewed uncer-
tainty following a failed coup attempt in January 2022. The incident 
highlighted lingering tensions within the security forces and raised 
questions about the country's transition to democracy following 
Jammeh's ouster in 2017.

Mali, a focal point of regional instability, witnessed a military coup 
in August 2020, leading to the ouster of President Ibrahim Boubacar 
Keïta. Despite subsequent efforts to restore civilian rule, including 
the appointment of a transitional government and the scheduling 
of elections, Mali remained mired in political uncertainty and inse-
curity. The country's vast northern territories remained vulnerable 
to jihadist groups and ethnic militias, complicating efforts to achieve 
lasting peace and stability.

The broader Sahel region continued to grapple with a complex 
array of challenges, including poverty, food insecurity, and environ-
mental degradation, exacerbating existing vulnerabilities and foster-
ing conditions conducive to violent extremism and armed conflict. 

The presence of jihadist groups such as Jama'at Nasr al-Islam wal 
Muslimin (JNIM) and the Islamic State in the Greater Sahara (ISGS) 
further destabilized the region, posing a threat to regional security 
and undermining efforts to promote sustainable development 
and economic growth.

The African Union and international partners expressed 
concern over the deteriorating security situation in the Sahel, 

ticularly in Msomera, Handeni dis-
trict, appear to misunderstand the 
challenges faced by those residing 
within the conservation area.

Dambaya further stresses that the 
government is determined to ensure 
that every resident who agrees to re-
locate receives all the entitlements 
under this plan, including financial 
assistance and improved social ser-
vices. 

“These entitlements are crucial 
for residents to transform their lives 
and live happier, economically and 
socially vibrant lives,” he insists.

Resettling residents from within 
the conservation area is also a cru-
cial step in protecting the environ-
ment and wildlife. 

Critics should understand that 
conservation is for the benefit of the 
present and future generations, by 
resettling residents from the con-
servation area, it allows the environ-
ment to return to its natural state 
and prevent conflicts between hu-
mans and wildlife. 

The government has worked 
closely with local communities to 
ensure this resettlement process is 
done in a peaceful manner and more 
importantly voluntarily. This coop-
eration has shown great success and 
brought new hope to the Tanzanian 
communities that once lived in these 
conservation areas. 

Residents moving to Msomera re-
ceive a package of 10 million Tanza-
nian shillings, while those moving to 
other regions receive 15 million Tan-
zanian shillings. 

Through these efforts, it is clear 
that the government is committed to 
improving the lives of every resident 
of the Ngorongoro division and re-
storing their happiness by providing 
safe living environments away from 
the dangers of wildlife. 

This step will help preserve the 
natural heritage of the Ngorongoro 
Conservation Area for future genera-
tions.
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By Mario Osava 

C
OASTAL erosion has been aggravated by cli-
mate change and has already destroyed more 
than 500 houses in the town of Atafona in 
south-eastern Brazil. Movements led largely by 

women are working to combat the advance of the sea 
and generate economic alternatives.

Atafona, one of the six districts of São João da Barra, a 
municipality of 37,000 inhabitants, is 310 kilometers by 
road northeast of Rio de Janeiro. It is a town with its own 
identity. Fishermen, who were joined by middle-class 
families from nearby large cities, built their vacation 
homes there.

Sonia Ferreira did so in 1980, when she lived in Rio 
de Janeiro. She moved permanently to Atafona in 1997, 
when she witnessed the disappearance of the three 
blocks that separated her house from the beach. In 2008, 
she saw the town’s tallest building—four stories—collapse 
across the street from her house.

She has photos recording the downfall of the build-
ing that housed a supermarket and a bakery on the first 
floor and a hotel upstairs. Her house would have been 
the next victim, but the sea granted her an 11-year grace 
period. “I will only leave when the wall around the house 
falls,” she would tell her family when they pressured her 
to move to a safer place.

But from 2019 to 2022, the sea level started to rise 
again. “In 2019, the first piece of the wall fell. I fixed up 
the little house at the back of the lot and moved in, but 
I kept the big house with the furniture until 2022, when 
the water reached the house and the floor gave way,” she 
said.

“The sea does not hit in overpowering waves, but 
erodes the sandy soil, infiltrates underneath the build-
ings, undermines their structures, and the house is basi-
cally left hanging in the air,” she described.

In late 2022, she decided to demolish the “big house” 
in a painful process after sadly seeing the wall fall down 
in pieces. But then she could not live in the small house 
in the backyard, which was invaded by a large amount of 
sand, so she was taken in by her daughter. Widowed, she 
has two other children who live abroad.

At the age of 79, Sonia Ferreira channels her love for 
the area as president of SOS Atafona, an association with 
about 200 active residents, mostly women, who debate 
and lobby the public authorities for solutions to stop the 
advance of the sea and other problems in the neighbour-
hood.

Fishermen suffer climate injustice
“Fishermen have been hit the hardest,” she said, as va-

cationers have resources such as other homes.
The original settlers are the main victims of climate 

injustice in Atafona. The rising sea level and the inten-
sification of the northeast wind not only destroyed their 
houses but also exacerbated the siltation at the mouth of 
the Paraíba do Sul River, limiting the access of boats to 
the fishing port on the river through a narrow channel.

Faced with the difficulties, the larger vessels prefer to 
deliver their fish to distant ports, some 100 kilometers to 
the north or south, at the expense of the local economy, 
lamented Elialdo Mirelles, president of the São João da 
Barra Fishermen’s Colony.

Meirelles estimates that about 400 fishing families lost 
their homes on Convivência Island, which was in the 
Paraíba do Sul River delta, where the problems began.

Only 200 families were given new houses by the gov-
ernment, while the rest were dispersed or have been liv-
ing for years with the benefit of “social rent,” a small sum 
from the municipality to help pay for rental housing.

That is why he believes that the houses engulfed by 
the sea in the entire area numbered much more than 
the 500 or so estimated by the city government and that 
the erosion actually began before the 1960s, which is the 
time frame indicated by researchers.

“I was born on Convivencia Island in 1960, where my 
grandfather and father lived. My father lost two houses 
there, I lost two, and two of my brothers lost one each. 
The northeast wind was the cause,” he said. In 1976, the 
government began to remove settlers from the island, 

Women unite to fight coastal 
erosion in south-eastern Brazil

and the last ones left in the 1990s.
Then many families living in Pontal, the end point of the 

river’s right bank, also lost their homes. “Five streets were sub-
merged,” he noted. As the island disappeared, that mainland 
area lost a barrier against the wind, he said.

“The sea does not hit in overpowering waves, but erodes the 
sandy soil, infiltrates underneath the buildings, undermines 
their structures, and the house is basically left hanging in the 
air.” —Sonia Ferreira

Meirelles, who sought a new home away from the shoreline 
on his own, represents 680 registered fishermen in his entire 
municipality of São João da Barra, 56 percent of whom are from 
Atafona.

Causes of coastal erosion
“Climate change definitely aggravated the problem unleashed 

by several factors, especially human action that reduced the riv-
er’s flow,” said Eduardo Bulhões, marine geographer and pro-
fessor at the Fluminense Federal University.

The main factor was the transfer of water from the Paraiba 
do Sul river to the Guandu river system, which supplies nine 
million inhabitants of outlying areas of Rio de Janeiro and was 
inaugurated in 1954. Since then, there have been expansions 
that have drastically reduced the flow of water in the river that 
runs into Atafona.

The river rises near São Paulo and crosses almost the entire 
state of Rio de Janeiro—in other words, a densely populated area 
of 1,137 km. Its waters, destined for other cities, industries, and 
hydroelectric generation, lost the volume and strength to carry 
sediment to the delta at the mouth as a barrier against the sea.

In addition to engulfing Convivencia Island and many blocks 
of Atafona, the sea advanced upstream, salinizing many kilome-
ters of water table and affecting the municipality’s water supply.

The collapse of houses due to erosion is also caused by their 
irregular construction on dunes that have always existed in the 
town and are growing on part of the beach, said Bulhões.

The northeast wind, which is intensified by climate change 
and pushes the waters that erode the constructions and the 
sands that threaten to clog the coastal road and nearby houses, 
contributes to this, he said.

A solution to coastal erosion depends on studies to identify 
long-term feasibility and effectiveness, and the city government 
is preparing terms of reference to contract the studies, reported 
Marcela Toledo, São João da Barra’s secretary of environment 
and public services.

Women-led projects
This municipality is also located in an area impacted by oil 

exploration in the Campos basin, offshore Rio de Janeiro state. 
Due to environmental requirements, the state-owned oil com-
pany Petrobras, the main explorer, is financing the Pescarte 
Environmental Education Project to mitigate and compensate 
for these impacts, carried out by the North Fluminense State 
University (UENF).

In the project, which is focused on fishing as the most affect-
ed activity, women constitute the vast majority. The main pro-
posals approved were refrigeration plants, industrial kitchens, 
fishmeal factories and processing plants, said Geraldo Timoteo, 
a professor at the UENF and the head of Pescarte.

In the Pescarte team, initially looking at environmental edu-
cation and now at production, 48 out of a total of 59 employees 
are women. Of the 14 supervisors, 11 are women

The organization of artisanal fishermen and their families 
is the central objective of the long-term (2014–2035) project. It 
also seeks to increase income through expanding the use of fish 
and providing better access to markets and cooperatives.

Now the idea is to promote aquaculture based on experi-
ments conducted at the UENF.

Pescarte has also accumulated knowledge about the world 
of fishermen. It conducted two censuses in the 10 participating 
municipalities in 2016 and 2023, Timoteo told IPS.

In the second one, 46 percent of the people interviewed were 

women and 21 percent of them were re-
sponsible for 100 percent of the family 
income. In 37.9 percent of the cases, they 
shared this responsibility with their hus-
bands.

Fernanda Pires is one of the partici-
pants of Pescarte in Atafona. Her activ-
ism for fish processing as a way of adding 
value is reflected in her practice as leader 
of the Arte Peixe cooperative, which 
produces eight types of fish and shrimp 
snacks.

Founded in 2006 by her mother, Arte 
Peixe has 20 female members, seven of 
whom work directly in production. The 
profits are limited, serving as a supple-
ment to the main income obtained from 
other work or employment. Pires is a mu-
nicipal employee, but new markets open 
up prospects for better profits in the fu-
ture.

The leading role played by women in 
overcoming the problems in Atafona, 
threatened by coastal erosion and the de-
cline in fishing, is perhaps due to the fact 
that “they study more, and have greater 
concern for the future, and a stronger 
sense of community,” said Bulhões.

In Pescarte, its directors observe that 
while men prioritize fishing in itself, up-
grading their boats and equipment, and 
are absent from the city, spending more 
and more time at sea every day, women 
take care of processing the fish, sales and 
adding value; that is, they focus more on 
the future of the activity and of their lives.

Sonia Ferreira, 79, the president of SOS Atafona, stands next to the remains of a four-story building that the sea toppled in 2008.
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Africa to triple fertiliser 
production, distribution 

AU Commission Chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat

Zimbabwean sculptors find 
their voice in stone carving

HARARE

WASHINGTON Mu-
sonza, a stone sculptor, 
has carved out a name 
in Zimbabwe’s renowned 
stone sculpture tradition. 
The 58-year-old artist’s 
dynamic work ranges 
from abstract to figura-
tive pieces, drawing in-
spiration from everyday 
experiences.

For Musonza, art is a 
medium of expression 
that transcends human 
language. “Art is a silent 
language,” Musonza said. 
“With art, you can com-
municate with anyone; 
art knows no boundary.”

Creating an art piece in-
volves selecting the per-
fect stone, followed by 
chiseling it. The figure he 
carves is determined by 
the shape and size of the 
stone. “I like talking, but 
I know I cannot fully ex-
press my feelings through 
words. So I do it through 
stones. They tell me what 
to do; I understand the 
language of art,” he said.

“When I sculpt a piece, 
I leave it to the people 
who come to see it. They 
can talk and ask ques-
tions to the art and be an-
swered while I am away,” 
Musonza added.

Zimbabwe’s stone 
sculpture tradition draws 
inspiration from the 
country’s cultural herit-

age, dating back to the 
Great Zimbabwe, a medi-
eval city known for its im-
posing stone works, from 
which the country derives 
its name. While modern 
sculptors use electrified 
tools like grinders, much 
of the work is done in the 
southern African country 
with simple tools such as 
hammers and chisels.

The sculptures, mostly 
made from serpentine 
stone, depict everyday 
life scenarios such as 
women holding chil-
dren or children playing, 
among other subjects. 
Some sculptures depict 
mystical figures. These 
stone sculptures have be-
come globally acclaimed 
and are highly sought af-
ter by collectors. Across 
the country, they enchant 
admirers in many public 
spaces and private gar-
dens.

Throughout his career 
as an artist, Musonza has 
received several acco-
lades and has exhibited 
in many international art 
symposiums, including 
three in China. He hopes 
to spread Zimbabwean 
stone art globally so that 
more people can appre-
ciate the country’s tradi-
tions.

Over the years, Mu-
sonza and other artists, 
including 51-year-old Ber-
nard Mutonhodza, have 

been working to keep the 
Zimbabwean tradition of 
stone sculpture flourish-
ing. “Since I have inher-
ited this culture from my 
forefathers, it must not 
stop with me. I must pass 
it on to others so they can 
also pass it to future gen-
erations,” Musonza said.

Having perfected the 
skill of stone carving by 
learning from his seniors, 
Mutonhodza is now in-
spiring other young art-
ists. “My role in art is to 
ensure our culture con-
tinues and that the new 
generations inherit this 
knowledge,” Mutonhodza 
said.

To keep the stone carv-
ing tradition flourishing, 
Mutonhodza is also im-
parting his knowledge to 
27-year-old Abraham Kar-
uru. “My ambition is to 
advance this stone sculp-
ture tradition so that peo-
ple can get to know this 
craft,” said Karuru.

For Musonza, nothing 
is as fulfilling as witness-
ing the stone carving tra-
dition being kept alive. “I 
feel very proud. It shows 
that I am a good teacher 
because if I don’t teach 
people, it means our cul-
ture will die. I am proud 
that even if I go today, 
they can still raise the 
flag of Zimbabwean art,” 
he said.  

 By Guardian Correspondent, 
Addis Ababa

A
FRICAN Heads of State 
and Government unit-
ed to bolster agricul-
tural sustainability 

and enhance smallholder farmer 
livelihoods by endorsing the Nai-
robi Declaration articulating the 
outcomes of the Africa Fertiliser 
and Soil Health Summit convened 
in Nairobi, Kenya from the 7th to 
9th May 2024. 

In a statement issued yesterday 
by the African Union Commission 
here, the declaration signified a 
transformative step towards im-
proving access and affordability of 
certified quality organic and inor-
ganic fertilizers across the conti-
nent.

In recent years, there has been a 
significant increase in local manu-
facturing of mineral fertilizers with 
over $15 billion of investments by 
the private sector. 

However, even as Africa’s mineral 
fertilizer production is estimated 
at 30 million metric tons annually, 
most of it is exported outside the 
continent. 

Most Member States are still over-
dependent on imported fertilizers, 
especially non-phosphate-based 
fertilizers which expose Africa to 
external market shocks and price 
volatility.

To address this, the statement 
said, Africa has committed to in-
crease investments in local domes-
tic manufacturing and blending of 
fertiliser harnessing the continent’s 
resources. 

Member states will be working 
to explore financing tools such as 
trade credit guarantees, working 
capital, and targeted subsidies to 
reduce market distortions, reduce 
costs and strengthen input supply 
chains.

Increasing the use of fertilizers, 
both mineral and organic resourc-
es, is imperative for increased pro-
ductivity and soil health restora-
tion. 

Africa is seeking to enhance the 
efficiency and effectiveness of 
mineral and organic fertilizers and 
other complementary inputs, to in-
crease productivity, maximize prof-
itability and returns on investment, 
improve soil health, and enhance 
resilience to climate change.

Thirteen (13) critical points are 
outlined on the Nairobi Declaration 
on the implementation of the com-
mitments to among others, triple 

the domestic production and distri-
bution of certified quality fertilizers 
by 2034. 

This ambitious initiative aims 
to uplift smallholder farmers by 
ensuring they have access to the 
essential inputs necessary for en-
hancing agricultural productivity.

Governments committed to pri-
oritize local production of ferti-
lizers using locally available raw 

materials; strengthen research on 
inorganic and organic fertilizers by 
resuscitating the African Centre for 
Fertilizer Development in Harare; 
offer incentives for local produc-
tion, leverage opportunities offered 
by low-carbon fertilizer produc-
tion, establish small and medium 
ventures, and leverage the African 
Continental Free Trade Area to 
double intra-Africa fertilizer trade 

by 2034.
Further, African leaders com-

mitted to ensuring that by 2034, 
at least 70 percent of smallholder 
farmers receive tailored agronomic 
recommendations to optimize ferti-
lizer usage for increased efficiency 
and sustainability. 

This entails the development of 
context-specific fertilizer and soil 
health recommendations, stand-

ardized tools for assessing soil fer-
tility and health, establishment of a 
digital information system for ferti-
lizer and crop decision support, and 
support for natural gas-producing 
Member States to stabilize fertilizer 
prices and increase production.

In relation to financing, a pledge 
was made to fully operational-
ize the Africa Fertilizer Financing 
Mechanism (AFFM) to bolster the 

production, procurement, and 
distribution of fertilizers and soil 
health interventions. 

This encompasses widening 
the Mechanism’s scope to sup-
port farmer investments in yield-
enhancing technologies and soil 
health, financing infrastructure and 
logistics for fertilizer availability 
and food market access and estab-
lishing a multi-source soil health 
fund for research, innovation, and 
capacity building.

Meanwhile, recommendations 
were outlined to create an enabling 
environment for fertilizer and soil 
health interventions, including the 
development of continental guide-
lines, policy harmonization, private 
sector engagement, and strength-
ening public-private partnerships. 

This is complemented by capac-
ity enhancement through national 
practices development and pro-
motion of local technologies and 
building, strengthening, and stand-
ardizing the fertilizer analysis ca-
pacity and services of laboratories 
to upgrade the quality of fertilizer 
standards.

Additionally, a commitment was 
made to ensure that at least 70 
percent of smallholder farmers re-
ceive quality extension services on 
fertilizer and soil health as well as 
strengthening the last-mile delivery 
systems by supporting agro-dealers 
and SMEs. 

There is a push to also review and 
upgrade basic education and ter-
tiary training programmes for soil 
science and agronomy to include 
subjects relevant to sustainable soil 
management.

In a bid to translate these com-
mitments into action, the leaders 
resolved to incorporate the recom-
mendations of the Nairobi Declara-
tion into their National Agricultural 
Investment Plans, with finance min-
isters tasked to mobilize and allocate 
adequate resources for the imple-
mentation of a 10-year Action Plan 
and the Soil Initiative Framework, 
also launched at Summit.

The African Union Commission and 
the AUDA-NEPAD will support Mem-
ber States in domesticating mecha-
nisms for rewarding smallholder 
farmers for improved soil health 
practices, including carbon markets, 
and will further develop a systematic 
soil health monitoring system aligned 
with existing the Comprehensive Af-
rican Agriculture Development Pro-
gramme (CAADP) monitoring and 
evaluation systems to track progress, 
including developing continent-wide 
metrics for measuring soil health.

A stone sculpture found in Harare.

The sculptures, 
mostly made 
from serpentine 
stone, depict 
everyday life 
scenarios such 
as women 
holding children 
or children 
playing, among 
other subjects. 
Some sculptures 
depict mystical 
figures. 
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 used to attract attention 
or express disapproval
extremely angry
a destructive flow of mud 
on the slopes of a volcano
Rule 
angered 
bequeath an income

Down:
largest country in South 
America 
a dry river bed 
a region 
a maxim 
stick fast to 
tablet used in the
treatment of schizophrenia
a period when a power 
supply is not available
gradually destroy or 
weaken
made, introduced, or 
discovered recently 

Across: 
a long curved fruit 
condensed moisture of the atmosphere 
falling visibly in separate drops
accepted 
members living in Natal province

Y  IEL
R DBLT

EDOBMU
STRA O
LACIHTE
ENIACOC

ADNAWR
IHDEO

TAMROF

TSA

By Nuna Teal

T
HE African wild dog (Lycaon pictus, or 
‘painted wolf ’) is also known as the Cape 
hunting dog or painted dog—a reference to 
the striking, multi-colored mosaic patterns 

of their beautiful coats.  
With the unique social dynamics of their packs and 

highly complex hunting strategies, these highly so-
cial and intelligent apex predators have played a vi-
tal role in maintaining the balance of African ecosys-
tems. Yet, they are one of Africa’s most endangered 
carnivores.

From ancestral wolves to nomadic savanna 
predators

During the Pleistocene, around two million years 
ago, African wild dogs diverged from a common an-
cestor they shared with wolves. Although they were 
once found in desert to mountain habitats through-
out the African continent, they have disappeared 
from most of their geographic range—due mainly to 
human pressures. 

Now, they typically roam the vast open savannas 
and sparse woodlands of sub-Saharan Africa, where 
their largest populations are found in Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia, Zambia, Tanzania, and Mozam-
bique.

African wild dogs thrive in cohesive packs, pa-
trolling huge territories that can stretch over 1,500 
square kilometers (580 square miles), and traveling 
around 50 kilometers (30 miles) in a single day. Their 
nomadic lifestyle mirrors the dynamic nature of their 
ecosystems, allowing them to adapt to constantly 
shifting habitat conditions and herd movements.

Unique coats and built for speed
The irregular patterns on the coats of African wild 

dogs are unique to each dog, featuring patches of red, 
black, brown, white, and yellow fur. Large, rounded 
ears are designed for keen hearing, and their lean 
bodies, great lung capacity, and long, slender legs are 
designed for endurance and agility, enabling them to 
navigate dense vegetation easily over long distances. 

While other canids are five-toed, these dogs have 
only four toes on each foot with the pads of the mid-
dle digits connected by dermal webbing, thought to 
enhance their speed and maneuverability. Although 
they’re able to reach a top, greyhound-like sprint 
speed of 72 kilometers per hour (45 mph), their 
hunts rely on the endurance required to run their ex-
hausted quarries to a standstill. Very sharp, large pre-
molars then allow them to consume large quantities 

The African wild dog: Painted wolf of the savannas

their rank or whether they participated in the hunt, 
and pups and yearlings always feed first. Pack mem-
bers are also altruistic, assisting and sharing food 
with their weak, ill, injured, and elderly members.

Pack leadership and reproduction dynamics
African wild dog packs are led by an older domi-

nant female and a young dominant male, who form 
a monogamous breeding pair and dominate subordi-
nates of both sexes. Juvenile males are most likely to 
stay with the pack, whereas females often emigrate. 

While subordinate females may also reproduce, 
their offspring seldom survive. More often, these fe-
males develop pseudopregnancies and may lactate 
to help care for the pups of the dominant pair. 

The dominant female has a litter of two to 20 pups 
which are then cared for by the entire pack, which 
regurgitates food to the pups while they’re still in the 
den. At 11–12 weeks of age, the pups are weaned and 
start to follow the pack.

Keystone species as ecological architects
Beyond their prowess as hunters, African wild 

dogs serve as keystone species in their ecosystems. 
Their regulation of herbivore populations prevents 
overgrazing and maintains the integrity of vegetation 
communities. 

It also contributes to nutrient cycling, enriching 
the soil and fostering plant growth. Africa’s wild dogs 
serve the same essential ecosystem function as their 
faraway wolf relatives, as architects of healthy, bal-
anced biodiversity.

Cultural significance and enduring symbolism
Highly respected by the ancient Egyptians as sym-

bols of order over chaos, African wild dogs were of-
ten depicted on cosmetic palettes from the Predynas-
tic Period. Across the African continent, Indigenous 
cultures have revered them as symbols of strength, 
unity, and perseverance. 

In traditional folklore, they are frequently depicted 
as guardians of the land, entrusted with the task of 
preserving the natural order—an ecological role we 
now recognize. One prevalent myth portrays these 
dogs as emissaries of the spirit world, possessing the 
wisdom to guide lost souls on their journeys to the 
afterlife.

The Indigenous San people of Botswana (once 
known as the ‘Bushmen’) see the African wild dog as 
the embodiment of the ultimate hunter and believe 
that shamans can shape-shift into painted dogs. San 
hunters sometimes apply the bodily fluids of wild 
dogs to their feet in the hopes that they will be grant-
ed the dogs’ stamina, agility, and courage.

Through the millennia, their enduring symbolism 
reflects the deep-seated respect and admiration that 
humans have held for these unique canids.

The multifaceted threats for survival
Despite their cultural significance and ecologi-

cal importance, African wild dogs have been on the 
IUCN Endangered Species List since 1990, and face 
myriad threats that jeopardize their survival. 

of meat and bone swiftly—before 
other predators such as lions and 
hyenas can encroach on their kill.

The power of the pack's com-
munication and cooperation

African wild dogs are highly 
social, communicating with each 
other through frequent vocaliza-
tions, touch, and other behaviors. 
Amazingly, it’s been discovered re-
cently that African wild dogs use 
a system of meaningful sneezes to 
“vote” on group decisions before 
a hunt, which is characterized by 
complex, strategic team tactics 
and coordination. 

Their formidable packs num-
ber from six to twenty dogs who 
are among the world’s most skill-
ful and proficient hunters, with 
a success rate of 80 percent as 
compared to lions’ 30 percent. 
This is attributed to the constant 
communication maintained 

throughout a hunt, during which 
they check in on their pack mates 
with vocal calls conveying their 
own locations and that of their 
prey to adapt strategies. Success is 
also due to the close social bonds 
they’ve formed with each other. A 
pack will come to the fierce and 
courageous defense of every indi-
vidual.

Diet and altruistic feeding be-
haviour

African wild dogs are opportun-
istic feeders, preying primarily on 
small to medium-sized ungulates 
such as impalas and gazelles, as 
well as warthogs and wildebeest 
(which were likely more common 
when the dog packs were larger). 
They supplement their diets with 
rodents and birds, and also scav-
enge carrion when it’s available. 

After a kill, all pack members 
will feed equally regardless of 

Wild dogs in Tanzania’s Serengeti National Park

Habitat loss driven by the en-
croachment of human settlement 
and agricultural expansion has 
fragmented their territories and 
restricted their movements. Pre-
dation by lions and competition 
with spotted hyenas pose addi-
tional challenges to their survival, 
as does the spread of diseases 
such as rabies and canine distem-
per.

Although the expansion of hu-
man settlements has led to con-
flict with livestock farmers, signifi-
cant predation is rare, as the dogs 
prefer wild prey. Still, in many are-
as, farmers shoot them on sight or 
leave poisoned meat at their dens 
to eliminate entire packs. One of 
the traits that helped early peo-
ples domesticate wolves was their 
willingness to join human com-
munities, but African wild dogs 
have given humans a wide berth.

Climate change has only exac-
erbated these threats, altering the 
distribution of prey species and 
disrupting the dogs’ established 
hunting patterns.

Initiatives for habitat connectiv-
ity and conflict reduction

African wild dogs are among 
the many species that would ben-
efit from the creation of protected 
wildlife corridors that help con-
nect their increasingly fragment-
ed habitats. Conservation groups 
are also working on initiatives that 
reduce conflict between humans 
and African wild dogs, includ-
ing educational efforts that offer 
farmers training in livestock man-
agement techniques that prevent 
predation. As is occurring with 
North American wolves, aware-
ness initiatives are underway to 
dispel persistent myths about the 
dogs.

Rewilding large mammals for 
ecosystem restoration

In addition to focused conserva-
tion efforts for African wild dogs, 
reintroducing large mammal as-
semblages has shown significant 
potential for ecosystem restora-
tion. A recent study reveals that 
rewilding just 20 large mammal 
species, including brown bears, 
bison, and wild horses, can re-
store over 8.5 million square kil-
ometers of land globally. 

These large mammals act as 
landscape engineers, shaping 
plant life and wildlife, enhancing 
nutrient cycling, and maintaining 
ecosystem balance. By reintroduc-
ing species such as the African 
wild dog, lion, and hippopotamus 
in strategic locations, vast areas of 
land can regain their ecological 
integrity, benefiting biodiversity 
and human communities alike.

Hope through conservation 
efforts

There are approximately 6,600 
African wild dogs left, with an-
other 600 captive in zoos, where 
they often fail to thrive. The IUCN 
reports that their population level 
is likely in an irreversible decline. 

The hope is that the grim out-
look for these wonderful can-
ids will shift to one of optimism 
through the support of conserva-
tion initiatives aimed at preserv-
ing their habitats, preventing 
diseases, and mitigating human-
wildlife conflicts.
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By Sanula Athanas & Dick-
son Ng’hily

T
HIS is the second part 
of a special report on 
the Mkapa Stadium, 
which supposedly con-

tradicts the promise made by 
former President Benjamin 
Mkapa to the nation. Back 
in 2000, the late President 
pledged to build an ultra-
modern FIFA-approved grade 
‘A’ stadium before his term 
ended in 2005. He considered 
it a national disgrace for the 
country to lack a state-of-the-
art facility.

Construction commenced 
in July 2005 and wrapped 
up in June 2007, culminat-
ing in its official inauguration 
in September 2007. Initially 
dubbed the Tanzania National 
Stadium, it was later renamed 
in tribute to President Mkapa, 
three years after his demise.

The country’s FIFA Secu-
rity Officer, Inspector Hashim 
Abdallah, and the Director of 
Information and Marketing at 
the Tanzania Football Federa-
tion (TFF), Boniface Wambu-
ra, both members of the CAF 
audit team, have individually 
outlined discrepancies noted 
in their inspection audit re-
port.

These inadequacies encom-
pass insufficient journalist fa-
cilities, lack of proper signage 
directing attendees to their 
seats, absence of disability-
friendly infrastructure, and 
the need for metal detectors 
to screen for weapons. Fur-
thermore, they highlighted 
the inappropriateness of hav-
ing a public road adjacent to 
the stadium.

All these concerns align with 
the 89 FIFA criteria neces-
sary to meet global standards, 
which were expected to be re-
solved when the stadium was 
officially transferred to the 
government on July 3, 2013.

Wambura suggests that a 
probable lack of expertise or 
oversight among government 
officials responsible for the 
stadium’s construction might 
have led to the neglect of FIFA 
regulations and essential con-
struction considerations.

He also highlights a critical 
flaw: the lack of convenient 
infrastructure for individuals 
with disabilities. This concern 
has been emphasized by CAF 
inspectors, who recommend 
prioritizing accessibility im-
provements for this group.

They specifically stress the 
importance of making path-
ways, restrooms, and viewing 
platforms disability-friendly. 
Additionally, they suggest 
providing designated parking 
areas for bicycles or motorcy-
cles to accommodate disabled 
spectators attending matches.

The issue of weapons in-
spection poses a significant 
challenge. Currently, the 
metal detectors at Mkapa 
Stadium are only positioned 
at the VIP entry point. Both 
CAF and FIFA inspectors have 
expressed concern over the 
excessive number of VIP sec-
tions, recommending a more 
streamlined VIP arrangement 
to address this criticism effec-
tively.

Inspector Abdallah is par-
ticularly worried about the 
firearms storage facility. In the 
past, law enforcement and se-

curity personnel brought their 
weapons onto the field, violat-
ing FIFA regulations. This is-
sue arose because the stadium 
lacked a specific storage area 
for protective gear. However, 
steps are being taken to rectify 
this situation and ensure com-
pliance with FIFA guidelines.

Gerson Msigwa, the Perma-
nent Secretary for the Ministry 
of Culture, Arts, and Sports, 
announced that as of April 11 
this year, the field’s enhance-
ment progress had reached 25 
percent completion.

Key improvements include 
the transition to a digital 
broadcast system, refurbish-
ment of the players’ changing 
rooms with new flooring, and 
plans to expand the football 
field and the athletics section.

“We are overhauling the sew-
age system, electricity, air con-
ditioning units, and seating 
arrangements, and repainting 
the stadium gates,” explained 
Msigwa. At the time the re-
pair contract was finalized on 
July 27 last year, he served as 
the Director of the country’s 
Information Services (MAEL-
EZO) and Chief Government 
Spokesperson.

When the Guardian in-
quired about measures taken 
against government officials 
following the confirmation 
of stadium defects during in-
spection, Msigwa affirmed 
that the stadium meets FIFA 
standards, allowing its use for 
international matches, such as 
the CAF Championship of the 
African Club.

“The flaws identified by CAF 
inspectors are those they have 
observed. Their recent visit, 
three weeks ago, noted certain 
shortcomings. However, re-
pairs are actively underway,” 
Msigwa stated.

Contrary to Msigwa’s asser-
tion that the stadium is used 
for international matches, 
FIFA Security Officer Inspec-
tor Abdallah emphasized the 
need for special authorization 
for such events due to the ab-
sence of an alternative FIFA “A” 
Class stadium in the country.

According to media reports, 
the tender for the stadium’s 
construction was announced 
in 2003. The Minister of Sport 
informed the BBC that the gov-
ernment had allocated US$60 
million for the project.

Initially, 11 construction 
firms expressed interest. Ul-
timately, in 2004, the tender 
was awarded to France-based 
Vinci Construction with a bid 
of US$154 million, approxi-
mately 397bn/-.

However, opposition from 
certain Western countries, 
including those linked to the 
Bretton Woods Institutions, 
led the government to pause 
the tender process. These in-
stitutions oversee the global 
economy and raised concerns 
about the financial prudence 
of such an expensive project 
for a nation recently relieved 
of substantial debts.

After terminating the initial 
tender, the government shift-
ed the project to China, where 
the field’s design was finalized. 
In June 2004, then-Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Jakaya Kikwete 
traveled to China and signed 
an agreement for a $56 million 
stadium, with China contribut-
ing $20 million to the project.

On May 2 of this year, The 

Emmmanuel Nyalali, business development manager, DSE 

Workers taking a break after working on the running tracks for athletes. Photo by Dickson 
Ng’hily

OUTLOOK & ANALYSIS

received any complaints 
about BCEG’s work on the 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.

In instances of contractor 
errors, CRB adopts measures 
such as registration revoca-
tion, project suspension for 
reassignment, or compelling 
rectifications at the contrac-
tor’s expense.

Nkori, well-versed in the 
matter, including CAF direc-
tives, asserts that BCEG ad-
hered to client requirements 
and professional standards 
during stadium construction.

“The stadium, classified 
as Class ‘B’ by FIFA builders, 
falls short of CAF’s Class ‘A’ 
stadium mandate for their 
competitions,” he elucidates. 
Nkori proposes two options: 
proceeding with ongoing en-
hancements or constructing 
a new stadium to meet CAF’s 
criteria.

Paul Bilabaye, Assistant 
Registrar - Finance and Ad-
ministration at the Engineers 
Registration Board (ERB), 
corroborates Nkori’s state-
ment, affirming no com-
plaints against BCEG.

Bilabaye attributes identi-
fied issues at Benjamin Mka-
pa Stadium to a dearth of lo-
cal stadium experts.

ERB’s oversight revealed a 
deficiency in local expertise 
during CAF expert inspec-
tions. Local experts oversee-
ing stadium construction 
lacked the requisite skills for 
international-standard stadi-
ums.

Bilabaye underscores that 
FIFA standards were over-
looked during stadium con-
struction, contrasting with 
the adherence to FIFA guide-
lines in building TFF sports 
centers in Tanga and Kigam-
boni.

Bilabaye stresses the over-
sight in adhering to FIFA 
standards during the con-
struction of the Mkapa Sta-
dium, resulting in its inad-
equacy to host CAF and FIFA 
competitions today.

The intricacies of FIFA 
standards, such as soil as-
sessment for player safety, 
require specialized exper-
tise, which we currently lack. 
Consequently, the onus falls 
on those equipped with the 
necessary knowledge to ele-
vate the soccer field at Mkapa 
Stadium to meet these stand-
ards.

Manager Liang staunchly 
refutes allegations of sub-
par construction, asserting 
that the stadium meets FIFA 
grade ‘A’ standards as per the 
client’s requirements. BCEG 
executed the project accord-
ing to the designated designs 
mandated by the govern-
ment.

Highlighting the evolution 
of client needs, Manager Li-
ang emphasizes the impera-
tive to upgrade the stadium 
to FIFA grade ‘A’ standards. 
With its inauguration dating 
back to 2007, much of the 
equipment has exceeded its 
operational lifespan and ne-
cessitates replacement.

Mahona, the stadium man-
ager, anticipates the comple-
tion of stadium enhance-
ments by August this year, 
signaling a proactive ap-
proach to address deficien-
cies and align with interna-
tional standards.

Guardian reached out to Alice 
Mcharo, the Chief Procure-
ment Officer of the Public Pro-
curement Regulatory Author-
ity (PPRA), for clarification on 
several key issues.

The Guardian inquired why 
the initial tender exceeded 
the government’s budget, why 
Vinci Construction did not 
proceed with the stadium con-
struction, and why BCEG later 
became involved in the pro-
ject. They also questioned the 
allocation of a 31bn/- tender to 
BCEG for stadium upgrades, 
especially given CAF experts’ 
concerns about meeting inter-
national standards. Notably, 
BCEG was responsible for con-
structing the stadium.

The Guardian also sought 
information on actions taken 
against government officials 
responsible for the flaws iden-
tified by CAF. However, Alice 
Mcharo requested a formal 
letter with these questions, to 
be addressed by the Director 
General of PPRA. The Guard-
ian submitted the letter the 
following day but has yet to 
receive a response.

When asked about a provi-
sion ensuring BCEG future 
repair or upgrade tenders, the 
project manager Liang clari-
fied, “There is no such pro-
vision. We won the current 
tender through a competitive 
bidding process, strictly ad-
hering to all required proce-
dures. Our previous work on 
the stadium did not influence 
our selection for this project, 
which is entirely separate.”

Regarding the 31bn/- allo-
cated for stadium improve-
ments, Liang emphasized that 
procuring necessary equip-
ment significantly influenced 
the total project costs.

“The addition of 62,000 
new seats is crucial, given 
the stadium currently has 
only 57,558 seats for specta-
tors, with the rest reserved. 
Furthermore, the financial 
landscape has changed since 
2004. Equipment prices have 
risen, contributing to the sub-
stantial cost of these enhance-
ments,” he explained.

“In our quest for the pres-
tigious Class ‘A’ FIFA rating, 
we’re elevating the stadium 
by installing 352 cutting-edge 
lighting fixtures, surpassing 
the existing 260. Despite the 

significant investment, this 
upgrade underscores our 
dedication,” elaborated the 

manager.
Furthermore, he detailed 

that the 352 fixtures boast a 

contemporary digital activa-
tion system, ensuring instant 
illumination, a stark improve-
ment over the current lights, 
which demand 15 to 20 min-
utes for re-ignition.

Addressing the imperative 
of local content utilization, 
Manager Liang elucidates, 
“We prioritize sourcing ma-
terials like cement and paint 
locally in Tanzania. For non-
local items, we import as nec-
essary.”

He continued, “Out of our 
164 workers, 150 are Tanza-
nian, showcasing our commit-
ment to local employment. 
With only 14 Chinese workers, 
our workforce epitomizes di-
versity.”

“We’ve advocated for the 
government’s consideration 
in replacing the stadium roof, 
vital due to its sea proximity 
and saltwater exposure. Sta-
dium roofs typically demand 
replacement every 15 years, 
with yearly maintenance,” he 
expounded.

Furthermore, he empha-
sized, “The Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium’s roof remains un-
changed since its construc-
tion 17 years ago. We advo-
cate augmenting the budget 
to encompass this essential 
upkeep as part of our ongo-
ing endeavors, rather than 
initiating a separate tender 
process.”

Rhoben Nkori, Registrar of 
the Contractors Registration 
Board (CRB), lauds BCEG as 
a major player in significant 
projects, operating in the 
country for two decades.

Nkori confirms CRB hasn’t 

70000 people

1.67bn/-

900m/-

31bn/-

August 2024

FACTS ABOUT 
MKAPA STADIUM

Fans witness historic Simba vs Yanga rivalry match
After stadium inauguration on October 26, 2008

Revenue record set during friendly match; Taifa
Stars vs Brazil on June 7, 2010, remains unbroken

Annual revenue collection
average from the Stadium

The budget set for the Mkapa
Stadium renovation project

Timeframe for completing the renovation work to
upgrade the stadium to a FIFA Grade 'A' standard
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Government now 
seeks to expand
financial services

Tycoon Ambani sets 
sights on Africa with 
telecom joint venture

By Guardian Correspondent

Minister of the President’s Office for Investments and 
Planning, Prof Kitila Mkumbo, has emphasized the ex-
tension of digital financial services to rural areas, say-
ing the financial institutions are called upon to prior-
itize underserved regions, ensuring fair digital access 
for all Tanzanians.

Frof Mkumbo said this over the weekend at the 
launch of a new digital financial payment firm in Dar es 
Salaam highlighting the need for digital financial ser-
vices to reach rural areas, highlighting the shift towards 
a digital world.

Professor Mkumbo emphasized the crucial role of 
young individuals in accessing digital financial servic-
es, emphasizing their importance as a pivotal demo-
graphic.

“As a government, we acknowledge the vital role of 
digital technologies. We encourage companies to fo-
cus on rural regions to ensure broad access,” Profes-
sor Mkumbo remarked. He stressed that the worldwide 
transition to digital platforms requires Tanzanians to 
promptly embrace this transformation.

Furthermore, he mentioned that the government will 
persist in fostering a conducive environment for inves-
tors to come to Tanzania and invest in diverse sectors.

“The presence of Craft Silicon reflects a favorable 
investment climate. Under the leadership of President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan, the Government will enhance in-
vestment policies and further attract additional inves-
tors,” stated Professor Mkumbo.

Furthermore, Kamal Budhabhati, the Executive Di-
rector of Craft Silicon Group of Companies, expressed 
that the favorable investment climate has motivated 
him to establish an office in Tanzania. Originating in 
India in 2006, the company now operates in 15 African 
nations.

“We are confident that our digital payment services 
will not only generate jobs for Tanzanians but also ca-
ter to all citizens. Our aim is to extend our reach to a 
wider audience,” stated Budhabhati.

Mili Rughani, the head of the company’s Tanzanian 
office, affirmed their commitment to ongoing invest-
ment in Tanzania and providing innovative solutions 
for digital payment challenges.

By Sankalp Phartiyal

Asia’s richest man Mukesh Ambani (pictured) is set 
to enter Africa with a telecom venture, seeking to win 
mobile broadband customers in a high-growth mar-
ket.

Radisys Corp., a unit of Ambani-controlled Reliance 
Industries Ltd., will provide key network infrastruc-
ture, applications and smartphones for Ghana-based 
Next-Gen InfraCo., according to its Executive Director 
Harkirit Singh. He described the plans ahead of NGIC’s 
launch announcement on Monday in Mumbai, India’s 
financial hub.

NGIC, which is planning to begin operations by the 
end of this year, will provide 5G broadband services 
to mobile operators and internet service providers in 
Ghana.

The company “is based on a premise of building af-
fordable digital services in emerging markets,” Singh 
told Bloomberg News.

Other strategic partners in NGIC include Nokia Oyj, 
Indian outsourcer Tech Mahindra Ltd. and Microsoft 

Corp., which has increasing-
ly sharpened its focus on the 
telecom business following 
an acquisition of two cloud 
networking firms in 2020.

Ghana, a West African 
country with a population 
of just over 33 million, has 
three main operators: MTN 
Ghana, Telecel Ghana and 
AT, which changed its name 
from AirtelTigo last year af-
ter Bharti Airtel Ltd. and Mil-
licom International Cellular 
SA sold their stakes.

NGIC’s strategic partners, 
its technological prowess and the company’s posses-
sion of Ghana’s only 5G license will help it build broad-
band services at scale, a huge expense for individual 
mobile carriers, Singh said.

Two African telecom firms — Ascend Digital Solu-
tions Ltd. and K-NET — hold a combined stake of 55% in 
the new company, said Singh. The Ghana government 
will own just under 10% of NGIC, while local mobile 
operators and private investors will retain the remain-
ing shares in the firm. Singh is also the chief executive 
of Ascend.

NGIC has the exclusive right to offer 5G services in 
Ghana for a decade, though its license is valid for 15 
years. The company’s capital expenditure for three 
years is $145 million, according to Singh.

The company is looking to emulate the success of 
Ambani’s Jio Infocomm Ltd. in India. Jio launched 
telecom services in India in late 2016 with low-cost 
data and free voice calling, forcing some rivals to shut 
down and others to consolidate. It is widely credited 
for making mobile data affordable to hundreds of mil-
lions of Indians. 

Jio is currently India’s biggest mobile operator with 
470 million users.

Agency projects Tanzania’s 
economic growth at 5.6 pc
By Guardian Reporter

F
OCUSECONOMICS, the 
Barcelona based macro-
economic intelligence 
agency has forecasted 

the Tanzania’s economic growth 
of 5.6 per cent this year, although 
extreme weather events disrupt-
ing agricultural production pose a 
downside risk. 

In its consensus forecast Sub-
Saharan Africa - May 2024, the 
agency, which provides insights 
for 198 economies and more than 
30 commodities, says Tanzania’s 
GDP growth is forecast to acceler-
ate slightly this year from last, due 
to stronger growth in both private 
and public spending.

“FocusEconomics panelists see 
GDP expanding 5.6 percent in 
2024, which is up by 0.1 percentage 
points from one month ago, and 
expanding 5.9 percent in 2025,” 
said Adria Solanes, the agency’s 
economist.

The rate is slightly higher than 
the projected 5.5 percent by the 
Bank of Tanzania (BoT) as stated 
in the Monetary Policy Statement, 
Mid-Year review for February 2024 
and lower than 6.1 percent pro-
jected by the African Development 
Bank (AfDB).

Solanes notes that Tanzania’s 
fixed investment will remain sup-
portive, as IMF-backed reforms 
enhance investor sentiment; with 
export growth is forecast to soften.

“Both goods exports and private- 
sector credit continued to expand 
at healthy rates in January–Feb-
ruary, while inflation remained 
subdued throughout the quarter,” 
Solanes said in the report.

In 2024, the report says, infla-
tion is forecast to average around 
2023’s level, staying below the 
Bank of Tanzania’s 5.0 percent tar-
get.  Commodity price spikes and a 
weaker-than-expected shilling are 
upside risks.

 FocusEconomics panelists see 
consumer prices rising 3.8 percent 
on average in 2024, which is down 
by 0.1 percentage points from one 
month ago, and rising 4.2 percent 
on average in 2025.

On 3 April, the Bank of Tanzania 

set its Central Bank Rate (CBR) at 
6.00 percent for Q2, up from Q1’s 
5.50 percent, pre-emptive hike 
aimed to shield the economy from 
inflation arising from import price 
volatility.

Inflation slightly increased to 3.1 
percent in April, from 3 percent in 
March, as compared to Uganda 3.2 
percent and Kenya 5.0 percent, ac-
cording to the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) Consumer Price In-
dex for

“The Bank did not provide ex-
plicit forward guidance, but our 
panelists expect additional hikes 
by year–end. The next rate-setting 
meeting will be held in early July,” 
says FocusEconomics.

“Our panelists see the central 
bank rate ending 2024 at 6.65 per-
cent and ending 2025 at 7.35 per-
cent.”

In its 20th economic update pub-
lished in March this year, the World 
Bank also projected similar GDP 
growth for Tanzania due to resil-
ience.

“While annual GDP growth for 
2024 is projected at 5.6 percent and 
offers hope for Tanzania, several 
threats cloud the economic out-
look. Potential risks include slow 
or incomplete implementation of 

structural reforms, the impact of 
climate change on key sectors like 
agriculture and tourism, and the 
possibility of a global recession. 
These risks need to be carefully 
managed,” said Emmanuel Mungu-
nasi, World Bank Senior Economist.

Tanzanian authorities and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
reached staff-level agreement on a 
reform program earlier this month, 
to address climate change challeng-
es supported by the Resilience and 
Sustainability Facility (RSF), and 
the completion of the third review 
under the Extended Credit Facility 
(ECF).

The RSF will support the authori-
ties’ efforts to advance structural 
reforms and investments on adap-
tation and mitigation to address 
risks and challenges associated 
with climate change.

A staff team from the IMF led 
by Charalambos Tsangarides, IMF 
mission chief for Tanzania, held 
meetings in Dodoma and Dar es Sa-
laam from May 2 to 17, for the third 
review under the Extended Credit 
Facility (ECF). 

Subject to approval by the IMF 
Executive Board the review will 
make available SDR113.3 million 
(about US$150 million), bringing 

Cocoa growers call for 
swift action as prices 
plunge by 50 percent

the total IMF financial support un-
der the arrangement to SDR455.5 
million (about US$604.2 million). 

The team also discussed the au-
thorities’ request to access under 
the Resilience and Sustainability 
Facility (RSF) in the amount of 150 
percent of quota (SDR 596.7 mil-
lion, approximately US$789.6 mil-
lion).

At the conclusion of the mission, 
Tsangarides said in a statement 
that the Tanzanian economic out-
look is favorable with growth ex-
pected to pick up to 5.4 percent in 
2024, supported by improvements 
in the business environment and 
subsiding global commodity pric-
es. 

“Risks to the outlook are tilted 
to the downside, as intensification 
of regional conflicts, increased 
commodity price volatility, abrupt 
global slowdown, prolonged liquid-
ity issues in the foreign exchange 
(FX) market, and intensification of 
floods from El Nino, could weigh 
negatively on economic outlook,” 
he said.

The government also committed 
to increase priority social spend-
ing and contain the impact of the 
recent floods on the most vulner-
able. 

By Correspondent Cheji 

Bakari, Muheza

COCOA growers in the 
Zigi River valley and its sub-
catchment areas have re-
ported a sudden 50 percent 
decrease in the prices of 
their processed seeds. They 
are urging the relevant au-
thorities to take immediate 
action to restore the prices 
to their previous levels.

The farmers expressed 
shock and dismay at the 
low prices they recently re-
ceived from traders. They 
could not provide specific 
reasons behind these price 
fluctuations but empha-
sized the need for prompt 
intervention.

The growers, who are also 
dedicated to environmental 
and water source conserva-
tion in the Zigi catchment 
areas—spread across Amani, 
Potwe, and Kimbo villages 
within the Amani Nature Re-
serve in the East Usambara 
range of block mountains—
shared their concerns dur-
ing an exclusive interview 
with The Guardian reporter 
over the weekend.

Twaha Juma, chairperson 
of the Union for Farmers 
and Environmental Conser-
vation of Kihuhwi and Zigi 
(UWAMAKIZI), spoke on be-
half of 1,825 farmers. These 
farmers have dedicated the 

past decade to cocoa and 
spice farming along the 
riverbanks, striving to con-
serve water sources while 
seeking economic benefits. 
Initially lucrative, the recent 
decline in prices has signifi-
cantly impacted their earn-
ings.

“Last year, the price 
reached 15,000/- per kilo-
gram, but this year it plum-
meted to 2,000/- before 
slightly recovering to 7,000/- 
per kilogram by May,” Juma 
said. 

“The price fluctuations 
present a serious challenge 
for us. Many environmental 
conservationists had plant-
ed numerous cocoa trees 
because of the substantial 
benefits they offered, but 
now the prices have sharply 
dropped. We need markets 
and agribusiness experts 
to come here and provide 
us with technical advice on 
what to do,” he added.

Cocoa production 
began in Tanzania in the 
late 1960s. Despite its 
potential, it has not been 
significantly promoted 
or developed as one of 
Tanzania’s strategic cash 
crops. This lack of support 
and development has left 
cocoa farmers vulnerable to 
market volatility, impacting 
their livelihoods and 
conservation efforts.

The Zigi River valley is not 

only vital for cocoa farming 
but also plays a crucial role 
in the environmental health 
of the region. The farmers’ 
conservation efforts are 
aimed at protecting water 
sources that are essential 
for the local ecosystem and 
the communities that rely 
on them. The significant 
drop in cocoa prices threat-
ens not just their economic 
stability but also the sustain-
ability of their environmen-
tal initiatives.

Farmers in the Zigi River 
valley are calling for the 
establishment of more sta-
ble and supportive market 
structures. They are seeking 
government intervention to 
stabilize cocoa prices and 
promote the crop as a strate-
gic agricultural product. Ad-
ditionally, they urge for the 
involvement of agribusiness 
experts to provide guidance 
on how to navigate the cur-
rent market challenges and 
improve production tech-
niques.

The decline in cocoa pric-
es is a stark reminder of the 
need for a more robust agri-
cultural policy that supports 
farmers and recognizes the 
dual role they play in both 
economic development and 
environmental conserva-
tion. Ensuring fair prices 
and market access is crucial 
for the sustainability of co-
coa farming in Tanzania. A cocoa farmer carries his produce. File Photo

The commercial city of Dar es Salaam accounts for the largest share of the country’s economic activities. File 
photo
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What end-users need to know about cyber-security
W

HEN we talk 
about cyber 
security, we 
mean the pro-

cess of protecting against 
cyber-attacks on computers, 
mobile devices, electronic 
systems, networks, and data. 
Because of developing secu-
rity vulnerabilities, chang-
ing hacking strategies, and 
changing technology, cyber 
security requirements are be-
coming more and more com-
plex on a regular basis. 

Computer networks and 
ICT solutions are becoming 
increasingly important to 
our society, economy, and 
critical infrastructure. This 
has changed how business 
is done, how public services 
and government are run, and 
how healthcare and educa-
tion are delivered. The secu-
rity of personal information 
and data belonging to indi-
viduals, companies, organi-
sations, and even the govern-
ment is now facing additional 
challenges as a result of these 
changes. As a consequence, 
cyberattacks have grown 
more attractive and maybe 
terrifying. Cyber security is 

not just a simple matter of 
having a username and pass-
word. Cyber security has be-
come a fundamental aspect 
of daily living because we rely 
on the exchange of informa-
tion between various aspects 
of our lives.

What do you need to know 
about cyber security?

The majority of us have a 
lot of data from our comput-
ers, smartphones, tablets, 
storage devices, and other 
sources.

Firstly, we need to be 
aware. What information do 
you possess, how secure is it, 
and how significant is it?

Secondly, we must be aware 
of access. What may occur if 
misplaced or falls into the 
wrong hands.

Lastly, in order to protect it, 
we must be aware of appro-
priate precautions. (i) When 
using the internet, consider 
your options before click-
ing anything and make sure 
the website, link, and person 
you’re connecting with are 
legitimate. (ii) Avoid giving 
strangers access to your per-
sonal information (iii) Verify 
that your antivirus software is 

end up keeping their pass-
words on their browsers. 
Some individuals who use the 
same or basic password for 
several accounts may have 
already been subject to data 
breaches. When a hacker has 
access to one account, they 
can use it to access other ac-
counts. The password must 
consist of alphanumeric 
characters, which are combi-
nations of capital, lowercase, 
digits, and symbols. There 
are a lot of suggestions in the 
password, but I can use math 
tips now. Take a look at this 
password: “4+Twenty=24”. If I 
have a Gmail account, it will 
be “4+Twenty=24g.” If I have 
a Facebook account, it will 
be “4+Twenty=24f,” If I have 
an e-office account, it will be 
“4+Twenty=24e,” and so on. 
Thus, regardless of how many 
accounts we have, we can still 
easily construct difficult pass-
words for each of them.

For most users, removable 
media—such as smartphones, 
SD cards, USB sticks, and 
external hard drives—repre-
sents their biggest security 
risk. People are connecting 
unknown removable media 

to their devices without re-
alizing the consequences. 
This raised the risk of secu-
rity breaches when it wasn’t 
safe. You should never share 
removable media, and if you 
do, make sure to scan it for vi-
ruses. If not, ask someone to 
email you the information.

We don’t have free food in 
cyber security, so avoid free 
tech-related things like free 
Wi-Fi, free download, free 
software, winning a lottery 
or green card without par-
ticipating as there are ways to 
pay without realizing it. And 
make sure to always lock your 
computer (device) screen 
and disconnect the network 
when you’re not using it.

Last but not least, in cyber-
security nothing is “set and 
forget”, keep yourself up-
dated on how to handle new 
threats and exploits because 
what is secure now might not 
be necessary to provide secu-
rity tomorrow.

Ibrahim Sultan is a 
cyber-security expert 
based in Dar es Salaam. 
He can be reached through 
email address:  sultibra@
gmail.com 

up to date. (iv) Create unique 
login credentials for each ac-
count.

Internet Safety Quick Tips
Since the internet is an un-

trustworthy network, con-
sider your options carefully 
before clicking any links or 
opening any email attach-
ment. once you click a link 
affected by malware or down-
load phishing email attach-
ment your device will no 
longer function the same. 

One of the fundamental 
guidelines for preventing cy-
berattacks via email is to nev-
er open an attachment if you 
don’t anticipate it to be sent 
even to someone you know. 

If you receive an attachment, 
try to confirm with the send-
er before opening it. This is 
because there are many tools 
available for impersonating 
someone, which hackers can 
use to send phishing attach-
ments that, if opened, grant 
them access to your device.  

Stay away from public Wi-
Fi. Because you share with 
individuals you don’t know, 
it’s called public Wi-Fi. Any-
body can create Wi-Fi with 
any name so don’t be full with 
free Wi-Fi with the name of 
the place. When you join a 
free Wi-Fi network, your traf-
fic is routed through the net-
work owner, who can easily 

access your credentials. Tips 
for staying secure when using 
free Wi-Fi: (i) Make sure you 
connect to the correct hot-
spot when using public Wi-Fi. 
(ii) Use a paid VPN, if you have 
one, to encrypt your traffic; 
otherwise, don’t use a free 
one. Stay away from free VPN, 
its possibly belongs to hack-
ers. (iii) Otherwise, because 
Telegram and WhatsApp 
have end-to-end encryption, 
you can only use them when 
using free Wi-Fi.

Having multiple passwords 
or changing them frequent-
ly is one of the main issues 
faced by most users. An even 
bigger risk is that most users 

By Ibrahim Sultan
Cyber Security ConsultantCyber Security Consultant

Business skills 
change lives of 
women in Ulanga
By Correspondent Beatrice Philemon

Business education and entrepreneurship skills of-
fered by activists in Ulanga District Council, Morogoro 
Region have transformed women’s lives and helped 
them to become economically independent to support 
their families.

Janeth Makwenjula, chairperson of Tanzania Wom-
en’s Union (UWT) and activist based in Ulanga District 
Council made the statement yesterday when speaking 
to journalists about what has been done to transform 
women’s lives from being dependent on their husbands 
to job creators.

Makwenjula said has visited four wards across the 
district to create awareness and educate women, youth 
and men on business education, how to secure loans 
from financial institutions, entrepreneurship skills, 
how to set up a business and become an entrepreneur.

Through the knowledge and skills gained from her, 
a total of 200 women in three wards have been able to 
secure loans from the financial institutions and set up 
their own business. She named wards as Milola, Igum-
biro and Mavimba.

Among those, 100 women are from Igumbilo, 50 
from Milola and the remained 50 from Mavimba ward 
and are already engaged in vegetable farming, small 
food vending businesses (Mama Lishe) while others 
own restaurants, cafe and earn cash to support their 
families instead of depending on their husband as well 
as saving their cash. 

“As an activist, I am very happy for what has been 
achieved so far because I have managed to transform 
women’s lives something that was not the case in the 
past,” she said

To start with, seven women are engaged in vegetable 
farming, seven in small food vending businesses (res-
taurant) at Milola village, while at   Igumbilo   ward,   
five women are engaged in small food vending busi-
nesses (Mama Lishe) and  12 are engaged in vegetable 
farming.

Also in Mavimba ward, five women are involved in 
fish trade, five in vegetable farming .

Apart from that,  Makwenjula  has been able to open 
her own small shop that sold different products at Milo-
la village   to allow women, youth and other men   to 
learn from there and later on establish their own shops  
or business to earn cash to  improve their livelihoods.

Under the programme, women in the area were also 
trained on women’s rights, what is gender-based vio-
lence against women, the effects it has for them, as well 
as obtain a chance to identify the main challenges they 
face in their families.

The training has helped them to set up their own 
businesses in their localities, we’re seeing more women 
demanding their rights in courts, they help their chil-
dren to stay in a better shape, they can contest in vari-
ous political posts at village and ward levels and win,” 
she said.

“Before   Makwenjula intervention, life was so hard 
and painful for Milola Ward residents, majority of  peo-
ple were very poor,  they were at zero in almost every-
thing in- terms of  business education,  how to set up 
business, access loans and even how to get their rights 
and other issues,”

Cecilia Mahundi, a mother of four is among women 
who have benefited from the training at Milola ward.

She lauded Makwenjula for introducing the aware-
ness campaign in their localities   to educate women 
and other people on business education, entrepreneur-
ship skills, how to access loans and set up business.

Through the knowledge and skills gained from Mak-
wenjula, Mahundi’s has been able to open two busi-
nesses that includes a small café business selling milk, 
yoghurt, snacks and charcoal business since November 
29th in 2023.   V
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Dollar bulls retreat as 
US economic print cools
By Masaki Kondo & Ruth 

Carson

BULLISH sentiment on 
the dollar is rapidly receding 

amid signs the US economy 
is cooling, with a group of 
investors holding a net short 
position for the first time in 
six weeks.

While leveraged funds still 

held bullish wagers on the 
greenback last week, they 
were dwarfed by increased 
net dollar shorts owned by 
asset managers, Commodity 
Futures Trading Commis-

sion data show. Combined 
they held a net short posi-
tion with contracts worth 
$5.36 billion as of May 21. 
That compared with a net 
$2.02 billion long position a 
week earlier.

During this period, US 
monthly inflation data 
cooled for the first time in 
six months, while retail sales 
stagnated in April, boosting 
odds for Federal Reserve 
interest rate cuts. Investors 
will now turn their attention 
to personal consumption 
expenditures due Friday - 
the Fed’s favored inflation 
gauge - for any signals for the 
central bank to start easing 
policy.

“Positioning is going to be 
volatile in the near term, de-
pending on the incoming US 
economic data,” said Carol 
Kong, a currency strategist at 
Commonwealth Bank of Aus-
tralia. “But I think ultimately 
the markets will turn more 
bearish on the US dollar as it 

becomes clear the FOMC will 
start cutting rates.”

The US currency weak-
ened against almost all of its 
Group-of-10 peers between 
May 14 and May 21, leading 
to a decline of 0.4 percent in 
the Bloomberg Dollar Spot 
Index. 

In that week, investors 
boosted net dollar shorts 
against the euro while trim-
ming bullish wagers against 
the pound, contributing 
to the shift in the overall 
dollar position. Net dollar 
longs against the yen still in-
creased.

For investors to prepare 
for a new cyclical dollar 
downturn, the Fed has to 
“play ball,” said Rodrigo 
Catril, a senior foreign-ex-
change strategist at National 
Australia Bank Ltd. “Thus, 
the PCE this week will be 
important, so a soft or in-
line number will keep Fed 
rate cut expectations this 
year alive.”

BEIJING

The global copper market is 
gripped by fears of a shortage, which 
has propelled prices to record lev-
els and sparked a $49 billion takeo-
ver battle. But in China, the world’s 
biggest producer and consumer of 
the refined metal, there’s more than 
enough to go around.

At the center of that conundrum 
are the nation’s ever-expanding 
copper smelters. The industry is 
maintaining production at near-
record levels — defying a scarcity 
of raw materials — as higher prices 
unlock more scrap metal for pro-
cessing.

Smelters had pledged to reduce 
capacity after their fees collapsed 
because of a supply squeeze on the 
imports of ore they use as feedstock. 

The prospect of insufficient cop-
per in China is just one of the pillars 
supporting a barnstorming rally 
that took the metal above $11,000 a 
ton for the first time at the start of 
last week. But the cuts haven’t hap-
pened and China’s faltering econo-
my isn’t able to absorb the excess.

The mismatch between supply 
and demand has become more 
glaring in recent days, with prices 
retreating to just above $10,300 a 
ton. Although that’s still a 21 percent 
gain for the year, it suggests that 
as long as China remains oversup-
plied, copper will struggle to make 
further headway.

The availability of scrap from dis-
carded pots, pipes and wires has 
risen quickly after copper prices 
surged, said Liang Kaihui, an analyst 
with Shanghai Metals Market. 

Fabricators have been busy turn-
ing that into blister, a semi-pro-
cessed version of the metal, and 
feeding it back to smelters, he said, 
where it’s used as a substitute for 
the overseas ore that’s now in short 
supply.

The abundance of scrap is seen 
in its discount to refined copper, 
which blew out to 4,615 yuan ($637) 
a ton last week, the widest in at least 
eight years, according to SMM.

The smelting industry, mean-
while, keeps adding capacity. As 
long as they’re profitable, individ-
ual firms prefer to defend market 
share at the expense of margins. 
Local governments also want them 
to keep churning out metal so that 
they can meet their economic 
growth targets and maintain em-
ployment levels.

Global face fear of copper shortage China’s PMI surveys for May will 
likely show manufacturing continu-
ing to grow at a modest pace, sup-
ported by solid production, accord-
ing to Bloomberg Economics.

Ten years ago almost to the day, 
while checking out a handful of lux-
ury sedans from one of China’s larg-
est automakers SAIC Motor Corp., 
President Xi Jinping gave a pivotal 
speech that would set China on the 
course to dominate the electric ve-
hicle industry.

Chinese industries plan to ask au-
thorities to start an anti-dumping in-
vestigation into pork imports from 
the European Union, the state-run 
Global Times said, citing informa-
tion from a “business insider.”

China’s engagement in the global 
system of commerce was roundly 
criticized by Group of Seven finance 
chiefs in a show of unity accompa-
nied by a threat of further escala-
tion.
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LONDON

Britain’s Conservative Party 
will introduce mandatory na-
tional service for 18-year-olds if it 
wins the national election on July 
4, comprising military or commu-
nity participation, Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak said on Sunday.

Young adults will be able to 
choose between spending one 
weekend a month volunteering 
over the course of a year, or take 
up one of 30,000 spaces to spend 
a year in the armed forces, Sunak 
said. 

The announcement followed 
Labour Party leader Keir Starm-
er’s comments on Saturday that 
he was in favor of allowing 16 and 
17-year-olds to vote.

Sunak’s Conservatives lag La-
bour by a wide margin in opin-
ion polls, which have shown little 
change in fortunes for the prime 
minister since his surprise elec-
tion call last Wednesday.

“Britain today faces a future that 
is more dangerous and more di-
vided. There’s no doubt that our 

democratic values are under threat. That 
is why we will introduce a bold new mod-
el of national service for 18-year-olds,” 
Sunak said in a statement.

The Conservative Party said the pro-
posal would be funded by cracking down 
on tax avoidance and evasion, and by di-
verting money from the UK Shared Pros-
perity Fund, which existed to reduce re-
gional economic inequality.

Labour politicians derided the an-
nouncement. 

“The national service we need from 
our young people is to vote for change 
on 4th July,” said Andy Burnham, mayor 
of Greater Manchester.

Interior minister James Cleverly told 
broadcasters there would be no criminal 
sanctions for skipping mandatory ser-
vice but that people will be compelled to 
do it, without providing further details.

Asked by the BBC if forcing adults to 
volunteer was at odds with the Conserva-
tive Party’s liberal tradition, Cleverly 
said: “We force people to do things all the 
time.”

He cited compulsory education or 
training for teenagers until the age of 18 
as an example.

			   Agencies

CHICAGO/LONDON

The United States and 
Europe are taking steps to 
acquire or manufacture 
H5N1 bird flu vaccines that 
could be used to protect at-
risk poultry and dairy work-
ers, veterinarians and lab 
technicians, government of-
ficials said, moves influenza 
experts say could curb the 
threat of a pandemic.

US officials last week said 
they were moving bulk vac-
cine from CSL Seqirus that 
closely matches the current 
virus into finished shots that 
could provide 4.8 million 
doses of vaccine. European 
health officials told Reuters 
they were in talks to acquire 
CSL’s prepandemic vaccine.

Canadian health officials 
said they have met with 
GSK, maker of Canada’s sea-
sonal flu shots, to discuss 
acquiring and manufactur-
ing a prepandemic bird flu 
vaccine once its seasonal flu 
production capacity is freed 
up. 

Other countries, includ-
ing the UK, are discussing 
how to proceed on prepan-
demic vaccines, scientists 
said.

The actions follow the 
explosive spread of a 
new strain of bird flu that 
emerged in late 2020 and 
has caused unprecedented 
numbers of deaths among 
wild birds and domestic 
poultry and has begun in-
fecting many mammal spe-
cies.

In March, US officials re-
ported the first outbreak 
of the virus in dairy cattle, 
which has infected dozens 
of herds in nine states and 
two dairy workers. The US 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion has estimated that 20 
percent of the US milk sup-
ply shows signs of the virus, 
indicating a wider spread is 
likely.

Human exposures to the 
virus in poultry and dairy 
operations could increase 
the risk that the virus will 
mutate and gain the ability 
to spread easily in people.

“All of our efforts need to 
be focused on preventing 
those events from happen-
ing,” said Matthew Miller, 
co-director of the Canadian 
Pandemic Preparedness 
Hub at McMaster University. 
“Once we have widespread 
infections of humans, we’re 

in big trouble.”
Dr. Angela Rasmussen, a virologist 

at the University of Saskatchewan, 
said she has been in discussions with 
US and Canadian officials about us-
ing vaccines to protect workers fol-
lowing the virus’ spread into new 
mammal species.

Dawn O’Connell of the US Admin-
istration for Strategic Preparedness 
and Response said the government 
is “looking closely” at the possibility 
of vaccinating farm workers and oth-
ers in close contact with the virus.

The US has contracts with CSL and 
GSK to test prepandemic vaccines 
that more closely match the circulat-
ing virus than older H5N1 vaccines in 
the stockpile. The US is moving for-
ward with the CSL vaccine, a Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
official confirmed.

Discussions about prepandemic 
vaccine use are going on at govern-
ment levels and among scientists 
in a number of places, including in 
the UK, said Wendy Barclay, chair in 
influenza virology at University Col-
lege London, who also researches 
avian flu for the UK Health Security 
Agency.

If deployed strategically to dairy 
farmers, healthcare workers and 
those in close contact with infected 
animals, “it would put a pin in the 
virus,” she said, although she said it 
was not clear if this step was neces-
sary yet.

The UK government did not com-
ment but said it is monitoring the 
situation in the US.

In Europe, the European Com-
mission’s Health Emergency Prepar-
edness and Response Authority is 
working on a joint procurement of 
CSL Seqirus’s vaccine to “potentially 
prevent a pandemic” sparked by in-
dividuals exposed to infected birds 
and animals, spokesman Stefan De 
Keersmaecker told Reuters.

A spokeswoman for CSL, which 
has contracts for pandemic influ-
enza vaccines with 30 governments, 

Guangdong province 
in south China has been 
accelerating the digital, 
networked and intelligent 
development of the manu-
facturing sector in recent 
years, leveraging techno-
logical transformation to 
upgrade traditional manu-
facturing industries such as 
textile and home appliance.

As a major production 
base of the textile and gar-
ment industry, Guangzhou, 
capital of Guangdong prov-
ince has encouraged a num-
ber of industrial internet 
platforms to help small- and 
medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) transition to cloud-
based systems and servic-
es, including Guangzhou 
Zhijing Information Tech-
nology Co., Ltd. (GZIT), a 
Guangzhou-based company 
that uses digital technolo-

gies to streamline textile op-
erations.

The company has devel-
oped an intelligent platform 
that assists garment manu-
facturers find proper fab-
ric suppliers. The platform 
gathers massive market in-
formation and can quickly 
search for desired items 
based on actual demands.

Shi Daqing, general man-
ager of a garment company 
in Dongguan, Guangdong 
province, is a beneficiary of 
the platform. “In the past, I 
had to search in fabric mar-
kets for days every time I 
came to Guangzhou to pro-
cure supplies. Now, with on-
line fabric selection, it only 
takes a few minutes to find 
the fabrics we want,” said 
Shi, who has been engaged 
in the garment business for 
more than 20 years.

According to Li Yaping, 
co-founder and senior vice 
president of GZIT, the com-
pany, leveraging big data, 
Internet of Things and other 
cutting-edge technologies, 
has launched multiple smart 
cloud platforms that cover 
all sectors of the garment 
industrial chain, from fabric 
production to procurement, 
and from apparel design to 
sales.

Li told People’s Daily that 
it generally cost over half a 
month to design a piece of 
clothing in the past, which 
needed multiple procedures 
such as graphic design, pat-
tern making, cutting and 
sample making. 

However, the cycle has 
been shortened to just min-
utes thanks to an intelligent 
apparel design platform in-
dependently developed by 

GZIT, which can rapidly gen-
erate virtual samples based 
on preset styles and prefer-
ences.

In a smart textile park of 
GZIT in Yibin, southwest 
China’s Sichuan province, 
the company employs a 
real-time intelligent quality-
check system.

Many defects of fabrics 
couldn’t be spotted by man-
ual inspections, and now 
with the fully automated 
quality-check system, over 
99 percent of the products 
are qualified, said Li Peif-
eng, head of the smart tex-
tile park.

“Each roll of the fabrics 
comes with a quality-check 
report and a QR code, which 
enable full traceability of 
production information 
along the chain,” he told 
People’s Daily.

Since its establishment 
in 2014, GZIT has continu-
ally expanded its business 
scope, serving more than 
50,000 enterprises in the 
textile and apparel indus-
try both inside and outside 
Guangdong province with 
digital technologies.

“Cloud” services give a 
big helping hand to SMEs, 
which is deeply recognized 
by Chen Kai, general man-
ager of a textile company in 
Foshan, Guangdong prov-
ince. 

“We all know the benefits 
of digitalization, but every-
thing about it, from R&D to 
equipment upgrade, costs 
money. Cloud services al-
low us small businesses 
to achieve significant out-
comes with minimal invest-
ment,” Chen noted.

Today, Chen’s company 

can pay to use GZIT’s intel-
ligent systems and enjoy 
tangible benefits of techno-
logical transformation. “The 
systems monitor equipment 
operation in real time, re-
ducing abnormal downtime 
by 35 percent and boosting 
overall efficiency by 30 per-
cent,” Chen said.

As more and more com-
panies adopted its services 
in recent years, GZIT built a 
cloud platform that coordi-
nates upstream and down-
stream production.

“Downstream apparel 
manufacturers place orders, 
the platform assigns them, 
and upstream textile firms 
take them,” said Li. “Through 
cloud-based management, 
we can rapidly match de-
mands and supplies, thus 
promoting efficient produc-
tion.”

Li is quite optimistic about 
GZIT’s future development. 
“Apart from servicing up-
stream and downstream 
enterprises, we are now in-
tegrating them to make the 
industrial chain more resil-
ient and competitive!”

Zou Yongbing, chief econ-
omist of the Department of 
Industry and Information 
Technology of Guangdong 
province, said that in recent 
years, the province has in-
troduced and cultivated over 
400 outstanding industrial 
internet platform companies 
and service providers includ-
ing GZIT. Collectively, they 
have driven digital transfor-
mation for over 30,000 in-
dustrial enterprises above 
designated size and enabled 
over 750,000 SMEs to adopt 
cloud solutions.

People’s Daily

Over 750,000 SMEs in Guangdong employ cloud systems for higher-efficiency production

SEOUL

C h i n e s e 
Premier Li 
Qiang said here 
yesterday that 
China, Japan and South Korea should 
stay committed to the original aspira-
tion for cooperation and make joint 
efforts to resume and accelerate Chi-
na-Japan-South Korea cooperation so 
as to make greater contributions to re-
gional prosperity and stability.

Li (pictured) made the remarks at 
the ninth Trilateral Summit Meeting 
among China, Japan and South Korea.

As this year marks the 25th anniver-
sary of the China-Japan-South Korea 
trilateral cooperation mechanism, Li 
said that at this new starting point, 
China, Japan and South Korea should 
stay committed to the original aspira-
tion for cooperation and uphold open-
ness, inclusiveness, mutual respect 
and trust, mutual benefit and mutual 
learning.

He said that the three sides should 
upgrade and speed up China-Japan-
South Korea cooperation, embark on 
a new journey of comprehensive de-
velopment, and contribute more to 
regional prosperity and stability.

Li put forward a five-point proposal 
on deepening China-Japan-South Ko-
rea cooperation. The first is to pro-
mote the comprehensive restart of 
cooperation, respect each other’s core 
interests and major concerns, fully tap 
the potential for cooperation, steadily 
facilitate growth, and foster positive 
interplay between bilateral relations 
and trilateral cooperation.

The second is to deepen economic 
and trade connectivity, maintain the 
stability and smoothness of the indus-
trial chain and supply chain, and re-
sume and complete the negotiations 
of the China-Japan-South Korea free 
trade agreement as soon as possible.

The third is to lead scientific and 
technological innovation cooperation 
and strengthen collaborative innova-
tion and cooperation in frontier fields. 
China will establish a China-Japan-
South Korea Innovation Cooperation 
Center in China to help the three 
countries accelerate the cultivation of 
new growth drivers.

The fourth is to boost cultural and 
people-to-people exchanges and take 
the opportunity of the China-Japan-
South Korea 2025-2026 Year of Cultur-
al Exchange to bring closer the hearts 
of the three neighbors.

The fifth is to strive to promote sus-
tainable development, strengthen ex-
changes and cooperation in the fields 
of low-carbon transformation, climate 
change, aging population, and epi-
demic response, among others, and 
explore and carry out more “China-
Japan-South Korea + X” cooperation 
projects.

			   Xinhua

Chinese premier urges China, 
Japan and  South  Korea to stick to 
original aspiration of cooperation

Lagging in polls, UK Conservatives 
pitch national service at 18

US and European nations consider 
vaccinating workers exposed to bird flu

JOHANNESBURG

The Independent Electoral Commis-
sion (IEC) of South Africa, the country’s 
electoral body, on Sunday condemned 
threats of violence made against its of-
ficials and staff in KwaZulu-Natal Prov-
ince.

“The commission strongly condemns 
threats to its staff. No party, nor its rep-
resentatives, has the authority to gain 
access to private homes of electoral 
staff. Worse still, no party, nor its repre-
sentatives, may take control of election 
material without being authorized to do 
so,” said Sy Mamabolo, IEC’s chief elec-
toral officer, while briefing the media in 

Pretoria, the country’s administrative 
capital, about their preparations for the 
elections. 

Mamabolo said that a presiding offic-
er with the IEC was woken at his home 
in the middle of Saturday night regard-
ing bulk material, including voting 
booths, voting station signage and ban-
ners, and new unfolded ballot boxes, 
stored at a voting station in Chesterville 
in the province.”

The commission is contemplating 
measures against the party and indi-
viduals involved, as such obstruction to 
election activities should not be toler-
ated. 

			   Xinhua

S. Africa’s electoral commission condemns threats against election staff

said the company has been in 
talks with several governments 
about procuring vaccines since 
2022. Those requests have accel-
erated with the US outbreak, she 
said.

Prepandemic stockpile
The US maintains a stockpile of 

prepandemic vaccine candidates 
and bulk vaccine against an array 
of influenza strains and conducts 
clinical trials to support an Emer-
gency Use Authorization or FDA 
license in the event of pandemic.

Seasonal flu vaccine makers, 
including Sanofi, could also be 
asked to shift to producing pan-
demic flu vaccines.

The US is in talks with mRNA 
vaccine makers Pfizer and Mod-
erna about potential pandemic 
vaccines.

Dr Richard Webby, a St Jude 
Children’s Research Hospital vi-
rologist who studies flu in animals 
and birds for the World Health 
Organization, said the situation in 
dairy cattle merits vaccine use.

“If we look at the exposure lev-
els that some of these farmers are 
getting, it’s high,” Webby said.

The decision on how and when 
to use the vaccine will hinge on 
evidence of increased transmis-
sion, severity of disease, cases 
in people with no link to a dairy 
farm and mutations in the virus, 
US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention Principal Deputy 
Director Nirav Shah said.

Dutch flu virologist Ron Fouch-
ier of the Erasmus MC in Rot-
terdam, who has conducted ex-
periments mapping the changes 
necessary for bird flu to spark a 
pandemic, said Europe’s plan is to 
procure the CSL vaccine for peo-
ple occupationally exposed to the 
virus. His lab could well be eligible 
if a vaccine becomes available, he 
said, adding, “I would certainly 
take it.”

Britain’s Prime Minister and Conservative Party leader Rishi Sunak reacts as he meets with 
veterans at a community breakfast during a party campaign event in the build-up to the 
UK general election on July 4, in Northallerton, northeastern England, on May 25, 2024. 
(PHOTO / AP)

Kyiv

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy on Sunday urged 
the global leaders to participate in 
the Global Peace Summit, which 
begins on June 15, stressing that 
Russia is run by men who want 

to make it a norm of burning lives 
and dividing people. He empha-
sised that no nation can stop such 
war alone and unaided.

In a post on X, Zelenskyy said 
that together with Switzerland, 
Ukraine is preparing for such a 
Summit.

“For them, it is a pleasure to 
burn. We all know who we are 
dealing with. Russia is run by 
men who want to make it a norm 
- burning lives, destroying cities 
and villages, dividing people, and 
erasing national borders through 
war. There is no nation that can 

stop such war alone, unaided. 
World leaders’ engagement is 
needed,” the Ukrainian President 
said.

He further said that Ukraine has 
the world’s largest experience of 
lies from Russia in terms of dia-
logue and negotiations. 	 ANI

Zelenskyy urges world leaders to join Global Peace Summit amid war with Russia

Chickens stand in a holding pen at Ettamarie Peterson’s farmin Petaluma, Calif. 
on  Jan 11, 2024. AP
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Varanasi 

Stating that India’s reputation 
has changed globally, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar said on 
Sunday that the success of New Del-
hi’s foreign policy is a manifestation 
of its domestic policy.

He also emphasized that today 
India is the world’s fastest growing 
economy and the world wants to 
open operations and ventures here.

The EAM was speaking at an event 
‘Bharat’s Rise in Global Diplomacy’ 
in Benares Club in Varanasi, Uttar 
Pradesh on Sunday.

Addressing the event, Jaishankar 
said, “If we look at the major econo-
mies, our growth rate of 7 per cent is 
the highest in the world. Today the 
world is interested in India, so many 
joint venture proposals come here, 
so many companies want to start 
their operations, and our trade, and 
exports are rising. We all should ac-
cept that there has been a lot of pro-
gress in this...the growth rate has in-
creased and inflation has reduced.”

Speaking on India’s foreign policy, 
the Foreign Minister said that India 
lacked confidence in the past, but 
has displayed a “confident” foreign 
policy under Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s leadership.

He added that while earlier India 
was reluctant to have relations with 
countries, today it is working to keep 
everyone close.

“You must have sometimes heard 
the Prime Minister also say what was 
the difference between the foreign 
policy of earlier times and today’s 
foreign policy...Earlier, we wanted to 
maintain relations with other coun-
tries, but we lacked confidence...we 
felt to keep everyone at some dis-

Success of India’s foreign policy is manifestation of its domestic policy, says Jaishankar

BEIJING

China’s digital economy 
has expanded rapidly in re-
cent years, showcasing sig-
nificant growth potential and 
contributing to the country’s 
high-quality development. 
The following are some facts 
and figures highlighting the 
country’s latest progress in 
the area.

The value-added output of 
core industries in the digital 
economy reached 10 percent 
of China’s total gross domes-
tic product in 2023, accord-
ing to the latest report on the 
development of Digital China 
released by the National Data 
Administration.

The figure showed that the 
country reached the target 
set in the plan to facilitate the 
development of the digital 

economy in the 14th Five-Year 
Plan period (2021-2025) two 
years ahead of the schedule.

The plan, rolled out by the 
State Council in 2022, aimed 
to raise the proportion of 
value-added output of core 
digital economy industries in 
its GDP to 10 percent in 2025, 
up from 7.8 percent in 2020.

Data showed that the coun-
try’s digital infrastructure has 
largely improved, with the 
scale of computing power 
reaching 230 EFLOPS in 2023, 
ranking second in the world.

By the end of last year, the 
scale of computing power 
across more than 2,200 com-
puting centers nationwide 
had grown by approximately 
30 percent year on year, ac-

cording to the 2023 edition 
of the national data resource 
survey report.

The demand for computing 
power for large model train-
ing surged, with increased 

need observed in the scien-
tific, governmental, financial 
and industrial sectors, ac-

cording to the report.
In terms of data produc-

tion, China generated 32.85 
zettabytes of data last year, 
up 22.44 percent year on year, 
as the country experienced 
explosive growth in unstruc-
tured data production dur-
ing the period.

The rapid development 
of 5G and AI technologies, 
along with the widespread 
use of smart devices, con-
tributed significantly to the 
increase in total data volume 
through content creation 
and audiovisual media, ac-
cording to the report.

In terms of data storage, 
the country’s cumulative 
data storage volume reached 
1.73 zettabytes in 2023, with 

its storage space utilization 
rate climbing to 59 percent.

Digital technologies have 
increasingly been integrated 
into various areas of eco-
nomic and social develop-
ment in China, promoting 
the accelerated formation 
of new quality productive 
forces.

The scale of China’s intel-
ligent manufacturing equip-
ment industry has exceeded 
3.2 trillion yuan (about 450 
billion U.S. dollars), with 421 
national-level demonstration 
factories cultivated. 

Technologies such as arti-
ficial intelligence and digital 
twins are applied in over 90 
percent of these demonstra-
tion factories, according to 
the Ministry of Industry and 
Information Technology.

		  Xinhua

ADDIS ABABA

 The African Union (AU) has reiterated the 
crucial need to redouble continental efforts to 
silence the guns in Africa and realize a conflict-
free continent as it marks the 20th anniversary 
of the AU Peace and Security Council (AU-PSC).

To commemorate the occasion, the AU held 
a high-level colloquium on Saturday under the 
theme “20 Years of the AU-PSC as a Standing 
Decision-Making Organ: The Next Two Decades 
of the Peace and Security We Want in Africa” in 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, the AU said in a state-
ment. 

Addressing the high-level colloquium, Mous-
sa Faki Mahamat, chairperson of the AU Com-
mission, highlighted the council’s major con-
tributions in promoting and sustaining peace, 
security and stability across Africa.

 “In the heyday of its development, the coun-
cil has, over the years, established fundamental 
principles for continental peace and security,” 
the statement quoted Faki as saying.

He said the intimate link between peace 
and development, the promotion of African 
solutions to African problems, the rejection of 
violent solutions to African conflicts, the pro-
motion of mediation and political dialogue, 
the rejection of external interference, and the 
unwavering commitment to the independ-
ence, sovereignty, integrity and unity of African 
states have all become part of the collective im-
agination under the AU-PSC.

According to the AU, since its establishment 
on May 25, 2004, the council has been actively 
engaged in addressing peace and security chal-
lenges on the continent. It has made decisions 
that provide political guidance for conflict or 
crisis situations, including the deployment of 
peace support operations, high representa-
tives, peace envoys and the Panel of the Wise 
for preventive diplomacy, which has led to the 
de-escalation of a number of crises across the 
continent. 

According to Faki, soft cooperation between 
the AU-PSC and the United Nations Security 
Council has gradually been established, even-
tually providing greater visibility and recog-
nition as a primary instrument in sustaining 
peace and security in Africa.

The AU Commission chief, however, under-
scored the urgent need to exert concerted ef-
forts to silence the guns in Africa as a corner-
stone for realizing a conflict-free Africa in line 
with the continental vision behind the estab-
lishment of the AU-PSC two decades ago. 

He said one of the areas that need collective 
efforts in this regard is ensuring zero tolerance 
against unconstitutional changes of govern-
ment across Africa. 

He further called for strengthening continen-
tal cooperation against external interference. 
“As everyone knows, the guiding principle 
of this honorable organ was to ensure value-
based management of peace and security is-
sues in Africa by Africans themselves. 

The background to this was, and remains, the 
protection of member states against external 
interference, whether rival or ally,” Faki said. 

“The notorious lack of inter-African solidar-
ity has left member states beset by insoluble 
demands for peace and security with no way 
out. Populism was unleashed, and unconstitu-
tional changes of government quickly prolifer-
ated,” he said. 

According to the AU, the high-level colloqui-
um serves as a unique platform for the council 
to assess its accomplishments and the challeng-
es faced over the past two decades in discharg-
ing its mandate of promoting peace, security 
and stability in Africa. 

AU reiterates redoubling 
continental efforts to 
realise conflict-free Africa

Digital economy expands in scale, demonstrating enormous potential

seen the extension of BRICS,” Jaishankar 
said.

“So you must understand that today 
India’s position, India’s reputation, In-
dia’s image in the world is different and 
India’s situation is also different. So for 
us, whatever success of foreign policy 
happens is a manifestation of domestic 
policy...So the first thing I said is that 
there is tension in the world, there is 
conflict in the world, there is war in the 
world, there is instability in the world, 
but India’s position is very strong in 
this,” he added.

Drawing a comparison from the past, 
the Foreign Minister highlighted the 
massive strides made in in the field of 
infrastructure in the last 10 years, with 
railways, metros and highways.

“Today it is about infrastructure...
There was a time when people used to 
say that India has talent, but regarding 
production here, they said ‘Who will go 
there, extraction is very difficult, and 
sending raw material there is very dif-
ficult.’ In the same India, today, 28 kilo-
metres of highway is built every day, 14 
kilometres of railway track is built every 
day, 8 new airports are built every year, 
every year new metro systems are built 
in 2 new metro cities,” he added.

He also highlighted a ‘positive excep-
tion’ in India referring to PM Modi’s pop-
ularity, stating that the other global lead-
ers find it difficult to get re-elected for a 
second or third term.

“You can also see that there is a lot of 
instability in the political field all over 
the world. You will rarely see a country 
like this where democracy is so difficult. 
The first re-election of the Prime Minis-
ter or President is very difficult, let alone 
the second. So, we should first recognize 
that India is an exception, a positive ex-
ception in this world environment,” Jais-
hankar further said. 		  ANI

tance. Keeping distance and balancing 
distance,” the EAM said.

He added, “After 2014, you can see a 
very different foreign policy. The confi-
dence increases, when a very confident 
leader comes, who has an understanding 
of the world, who has faith in the country. 

You see that the same foreign policy, 
you keep everyone together, keep them 
so close. So now the balance is not about 
keeping distance, the balance is how 
close we keep everyone, and how many 
relationships we build together.”

Elaborating on it further, the EAM said 
today India maintains healthy relations 
with several major powers of competing 
interests, ranging from the US and Russia, 

to Iran and Israel and it is part of organi-
sations like the SCO and BRICS.

He said India’s image and reputation 
changed in the world, adding that New 
Delhi’s success in foreign policy is a mani-
festation of its domestic policy.

“Today, we can say that we have good 
relations with America, not just good, but 
the best relations since independence...
we are good with Russia, we have main-
tained relations with Israel as well.

 The relationship with Iran is also good. 
We have a big connectivity proposal to 
build a corridor through Saudi Arabia 
and also a corridor through Iran and Rus-
sia...We are also a member of SCO with 
Russia and other countries. We have just 

40 killed in Israeli bombing on camp in Gaza’s RafahGAZA

At least 40 people were killed 
and some others injured on Sun-
day evening in Israel’s bombing of 
tents in northwestern Rafah, the 
southernmost city of the Gaza Strip, 
the Palestinian official news agency 
WAFA reported.

Israeli forces fired about eight 
rockets toward the tents in a newly 
established camp crowded with 
thousands of displaced people near 
the warehouses of the United Na-
tions Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East 
(UNRWA), WAFA added. 

Local sources told Xinhua that it 

was a “severe and unprecedented” Israeli air-
strike on the densely populated area of dis-
placed families, igniting tents made of plas-
tic and tin, as well as civilian vehicles. Video 
clips circulated on Facebook showed flames 
rising intensively in the area and fires engulf-
ing tents still inhabited by many, including 
children and women. 

The sources mentioned that the Civil De-
fense and ambulance crews face significant 
obstacles in retrieving the bodies due to the 
difficult terrain. Palestinian security sources 
told Xinhua that crowded with Gazans, the 
area had been classified by the Israeli mili-
tary as a “safe area” before the strike.

In a statement released Sunday night, 
Hamas slammed the bombing as “complete 
defiance and disregard for the decision of 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) that 
demanded it to stop its aggression against 
Rafah.” It also noted that Israel would not 
have committed without the U.S. support 
and green light, saying to hold the U.S. ad-
ministration fully responsible for the deadly 
attack. 

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said in a 
statement that “an IDF aircraft struck a Ha-
mas compound in Rafah in which signifi-
cant Hamas terrorists were operating.” “The 
strike was carried out against legitimate tar-

gets under international law, using precise 
munitions and on the basis of precise intelli-
gence that indicated Hamas’ use of the area,” 
it added. 

The Israeli airstrike came hours after Al-
Qassam Brigades, the Hamas armed wing, 
launched a large rocket barrage from Rafah 
towards the coastal city of Tel Aviv in central 
Israel for the first time in months. 

On May 7, the Israeli army announced that 
it had taken control of the Palestinian side 
of the Rafah crossing, situated south of the 
Gaza Strip on the border with Egypt and in 
the eastern area of Rafah, which resulted in a 
halt in aid entering Gaza. 

BAGHDAD

Iraqi Prime Minister Mo-
hammed Shia’ al-Sudani held 
a phone conversation with 
United Nations Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres 
Sunday on bilateral relations, 
including the timetable for 
ending the UN Assistance Mis-
sion for Iraq (UNAMI).

In the phone talks, al-Suda-
ni and Guterres discussed the 
cooperation between Iraq and 
the UN in various fields, and 
also touched on Iraq’s request 
to end UNAMI’s mission and 
the timetable for reducing its 
personnel levels, the premier 
office said in a statement. 

Al-Sudani expressed Iraq’s 
appreciation for the efforts 
of the United Nations and UN-
AMI in the country, praising 
their programs and contribu-

tions to the country during 
the stages of reconstruction, 
economic development, and 
recovery from the impacts of 
terrorism, according to the 
statement.

Meanwhile, al-Sudani re-
ceived in his office in Baghdad 
Special Representative of the 
UN Secretary-General for Iraq 
Jeanine Hennis-Plasschaert 
on the occasion of the conclu-
sion of her tenure, al-Sudani’s 
media office said in a separate 
statement.

During the meeting, al-
Sudani confirmed that Iraq’s 
request to end the UNAMI 
mission came as Iraq is wit-
nessing political and security 
stability, pointing out that the 
Iraqi government continues 
to cooperate with internation-
al agencies affiliated with the 
United Nations, the statement 

added.
The Iraqi government said 

on May 12 that it had request-
ed the termination of the UN-

AMI operations by the end of 
2025.

Iraqi PM, UN chief discuss relations after ending assistance mission

As everyone knows, the 
guiding principle of this 
honorable organ was 
to ensure value-based 
management of peace 
and security issues 
in Africa by Africans 

This combo photo shows Iraqi Prime Minister Mohammed Shia’ al-Sudani (left) and United Nations Secretary-General 
Antonio Guterres. AP

People watch as an AI-powered robotic arm writes with a brush at the hand-on experience area during the 
7th Digital China Summit in Fuzhou, southeast China’s Fujian Province, May 24, 2024. Xinhua
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By Guardian Corre-
spondent

OVER 700 participants 
took part in the Run for Binti 
Marathon held at Oysterbay 
Grounds over the weekend, 
marking the third successful 
season of this event orga-
nized by Smile for Commu-
nity (S4C) in collaboration 
with the Legal Services Fa-
cility (LSF). 

The main objective of this 
Marathon is to empower 
girls to access quality edu-
cation, reproductive health, 
and environmental conser-
vation, and improve health 
through exercise.

The marathon included 21 
km, 10 km, and 5 km runs. 
Participants showed great 
enthusiasm, successfully 
supporting the goal of en-
suring girls have safe men-
strual hygiene and a condu-
cive learning environment. 

The guest of honor, Minis-
ter of Constitution and Legal 
Affairs Dr Pindi Chana, on 
behalf of the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Energy Dr. Doto Biteko, led 
hundreds of participants in 
the marathon.

In her speech during the 
event, Dr. Pindi Chana con-
gratulated LSF in collabo-
ration with Smile for Com-
munity for organizing the 
marathon. 

“As the government, we 
recognize and appreciate 
the efforts made by non-gov-
ernmental organizations in 
helping community devel-
opment and addressing the 
challenges faced by girls, so 
we support these initiatives. 

“Additionally, the govern-
ment has started a special 
campaign encouraging citi-
zens to exercise, and this 
is a great opportunity for 
citizens to participate and 
achieve this. We also rec-
ognize the various chal-
lenges facing communities, 
especially in safe menstrual 
hygiene, and the need for 
infrastructure in challeng-
ing areas. Through this col-
laboration, we will be able to 
improve the lives of girls and 
the community as a whole,” 
she said.

She further said recent-
ly the government has 
launched a special cam-
paign encouraging citizens 
to exercise, and the mara-
thon provided an excellent 
opportunity for citizens to 
participate and achieve this 
goal.

Speaking during the mara-
thon, Flora Njelekela, Ex-
ecutive Director of Smile 
for Community, expressed 
her gratitude to the guest of 

honor for attending and em-
phasizing the significance of 
the event. 

“Your presence today 
clearly demonstrates the 
government’s support for 
our efforts in addressing 
community challenges,” 
said Njelekela.

She also highlighted the 
anticipated outcomes of 
the marathon, stating: “The 
funds raised today will be 
directed towards building 
and improving toilet infra-
structure, providing clean 
water by constructing wells 
in schools and distributing 
reusable sanitary pads as 
well as combating climate 
change and promoting the 
proper use of clean energy. 
These efforts have already 
benefited thousands of stu-
dents in secondary schools 
in Mtwara, and we will con-
tinue to expand to reach 
more schools in Lindi and 
other areas.”

Additionally, Njelekela 
took the opportunity to re-
quest the government to 
remove taxes on sanitary 
pads to increase their avail-
ability and affordability. She 
emphasized that the need 
for these products among 
girls and women is high, and 
many cannot afford these 
costs every month.

For her part, the Execu-
tive Director of LSF, Lulu 
Ng’wanakilala, emphasized 
the ongoing challenges 
faced by girls and the signifi-
cant importance of projects 
like this in overcoming those 
obstacles. 

She stated: “In our efforts 
to provide legal aid services, 
we directly encounter the 
barriers faced by girls. To-
day’s marathon is more than 
just a competition; it is a 
movement to create a com-
munity that uplifts and pro-
tects the girl child. Together, 
we allocate resources and 
collective strength to ad-
dress community challenges 
while also improving our 
health. I sincerely thank the 
hundreds of citizens who 
supported us by contribut-
ing and participating in to-
day’s marathon.”

The main sponsor of this 
marathon, Stanbic Bank, 
stated that the event aligns 
with their priorities of sup-
porting the community in 
education, economic, and 
health aspects. They ex-
pressed their admiration 
for the results of last year’s 
marathon and confirmed 
their commitment to con-
tinue partnering with LSF 
and Smile for Community in 
organizing and hosting this 
event annually.

Run for Binti Marathon 
to empower girls to 
access quality education, 
reproductive health

By Lloyd Elipokea
 
WE begin our discussion 

today with pleasing tid-
ings to report from the CAF 
African Schools Football 
Championship in Zanzibar, 
which came to a euphoric 
climax last weekend from a 
Tanzanian standpoint.

Indeed, in an all-action 
football championship that 
drew a plethora of schools 
from across the vast ex-
panse of the continent, it 
was hugely encouraging to 
witness Tanzania brilliant-
ly lift the coveted trophy 
in the boys’ category of the 
utterly engrossing tourna-
ment.

Considering that the 
esteemed youth football 
competition featured 
schools from the so-called 
juggernauts of continental 
football like Egypt, Nigeria 
and South Africa among 
others, it was doubtlessly 
a colossal coup that Tan-
zania was wonderfully able 
to pull off in the boys’ cat-
egory.

And, the icing on the 
cake was that Tanzania’s 
rare gem Abel Samson won 
the accolade for best play-
er of the championship in 
the boys’ category, which 
just goes to underline Tan-
zania’s fabulous overall 
performance in the compe-
tition.

Similarly, in the girls’ cat-
egory of this newly-minted 
football championship, 
Tanzania magnificently se-
cured fourth place, which 
clearly demonstrates that 
there is an enormous reser-
voir of talent in grassroots 
football on the local scene.

Significantly, it is ex-
tremely important that 

Tanzanian youngsters steal the Tanzanian youngsters steal the 
show at fascinating CAF African show at fascinating CAF African 
Schools Football ChampionshipSchools Football Championship

Tanzania U-15 boys’ soccer team players celebrate with their trophy after winning the African Schools Football 
Championship final match against Guinea at the New Amaan Complex in Zanzibar on Friday. Tanzania won 1-0. 
Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Correspondent 
Nassir Nchimbi

YOUNG Africans SC’s 
head coach Miguel Gamon-
di has opened up about 
the transfer speculation 
surrounding his attacking 
midfielder Stephane Aziz 
Ki, who is yet to sign a new 
contract.

The Burkina Faso inter-
national’s sensational per-
formances in the Premier 
League and CAF Champi-
ons League have attracted 
attention from numerous 
clubs, including elite clubs 
in the continent.

Gamondi expressed his 

delight in Aziz Ki’s excep-
tional form this season, 
highlighting the player’s 
impressive tally of 18 
league goals, making him 
the top scorer in the Tan-
zania Premier League.

The coach revealed his 
belief in Aziz Ki’s potential. 

“When I got here, we 
started working together, 
and I told him I would 
make him score 
more goals,” he said.

This faith has 
clearly paid 
off, as Aziz 
Ki’s contri-
b u t i o n s 
have been 

Gamondi sheds light on his desire to have Aziz Ki next season

the Tanzanian team which 
won the whole shebang in 
the boys’ category of the 
CAF African Schools Foot-
ball Championship is kept 
together as they grow old-
er otherwise this glorious 
side of eminently capable 
young guns could disas-
trously slip through our 
fingers.

Likewise, the Tanza-
nian side that outstand-
ingly finished fourth in the 
girls’ category of this valu-
able football competition 
should be carefully kept 
track of as they mature lest 
we forget about their stun-
ning exploits.

Speaking of exceptional 
displays, there is absolute-
ly no doubt that the deadly 

Nigerian forward Ademola 
Lookman, who is on the 
books of Atalanta, unques-
tionably deserves rave 
reviews for his sterling 
performance in the grand 
UEFA Europa League Final 
last Wednesday.

Indeed, the Europa 
League finale pitted the 
then-unbeaten Bundesliga 
giants Bayer Leverkusen 
against the rising Serie 
A football outfit Atalan-
ta, with the odds firmly 
stacked against the latter.

However, on D-Day, it 
was Atalanta who came 
out of the blocks the quick-
est with Lookman being a 
painful thorn in the side 
of their greatly heralded 
Bundesliga opponents.

And, in the end, it was 
Lookman who almost 
single-handedly put paid 
to Leverkusen’s hopes of 
capturing the trophy as 
the Nigerian netted a stel-
lar hat-trick in what was a 
memorable and remark-
able display.

It is also true that Look-
man’s excellent accom-
plishment in superbly 
netting a hat-trick against 
the seemingly flawless 
Bayer Leverkusen cannot 
be over-exaggerated as it 
marked the first time that 
a player had scored a hat-
trick in a men’s European 
club football final since 
1975.

Having thus announced 
his arrival on the world 

football stage in such im-
peccable fashion, Look-
man will now be doubt-
lessly courted by various 
well-heeled European foot-
ball powerhouses who will 
all be seeking to hire his in-
demand services.

That notwithstanding, 
though, it is difficult to en-
vision Atalanta giving the 
green light for their most 
destructive Nigerian at-
tacker to be sold to a Euro-
pean rival. However, that is 
a weighty matter that shall 
be resolved on another 
day.

For now, all Africans can 
elatedly shout from the 
rooftops that a bright, new 
continental football star 
has been born.

instrumental in Young Afri-
cans’ third consecutive title 
win. Despite the growing 
interest from other clubs, 
Gamondi remains support-
ive of Aziz Ki’s future. 

“I’m not afraid that I’d 
lose Aziz Ki to another 
team. If he can get a better 
contract or a better club, I 
will be very happy for him 

because I love him. I took 
him like my kid,” he said.

Gamondi’s admira-
tion for Aziz Ki’s talent 

is evident, describ-
ing him as a “very 
nice boy” who 

deserves suc-
cess.

While acknowledging the 
challenges faced by Young 
Africans following the de-
parture of key players and 
staff last season, Gamondi 
emphasised the need for 
reinvention.

Young Africans lost top 
scorer Fiston Mayele and 
head coach Nasreddine 
Nabi at the end of last sea-
son. Gamondi views Aziz Ki 
as a unique and indispens-
able asset. 

“I want to have Aziz in 
my team. I would love to 
have Aziz in all my teams I 
coach because he has this 
talent. He can win a match 
singlehandedly. You can’t 

find a player like that,” said 
Gamondi

As transfer rumours con-
tinue to circulate, Gamon-
di’s words provide insight 
into the close relationship 
he shares with Aziz Ki, 
highlighting the mutual 
respect and admiration 
between the coach and 
player.

The future remains un-
certain for Aziz Ki because 
he is yet to sign a new con-
tract. 

However, the player 
himself recently revealed 
he is eager to sign a new 
deal with the NBC Premier 
League champions.

Bulls Football Academy U-13 boys’ team players and officials celebrate after winning the Dar Youth Cup Mini 2024 in Dar es Salaam over the 
weekend. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala



LONDON

M
A N C H E S T E R 
United’s FA Cup-
winning stars 
have pledged 

to “achieve great things” in 
future as   boss Erik ten Hag 
waits to discover if he will be 
sacked.

Ten Hag went into 
Saturday’s FA Cup fi-
nal against  Manchester 
City  rocked by reports that 
he would be dismissed re-
gardless of the result at Wem-
bley.

United co-owner Jim Rat-
cliffe and his lieutenants 
have reportedly sounded out 
several potential candidates 
to replace Ten Hag after the 
club’s worst Premier League 
finish since 1990.

But Ten Hag gave Ratcliffe 
food for thought as his tacti-
cal masterclass inspired a 2-1 
victory that foiled City’s bid 
to win successive Premier 
League and FA Cup doubles.

United lifted the FA Cup 
for the first time in eight 
years thanks to goals from 
teenagers  Alejandro Garna-
cho and Kobbie Mainoo, giv-
ing Ten Hag two trophies in 
his turbulent two-year reign.

Whether that will be 
enough to earn a stay of ex-
ecution remains to be seen, 
with United set to conduct a 
review of the season before 
deciding Ten Hag’s fate.

United’s players demon-
strated their support for Ten 

Hag with their gritty victory 
over City, before embracing 
the former Ajax boss warmly 
during the post-match cel-
ebrations.

And on Sunday, the 28-man 
first team squad published 
a letter -- also signed by Ten 
Hag -- on the club website, ad-
mitting this season has “not 
been good enough” as they 
aim to build on their unex-
pected Wembley triumph.

“We all know that this club 
is special. Yesterday’s game 
was yet another reminder of 
that,” the letter said.

“As we fought to win the 
FA Cup, the incredible atmo-
sphere you generated inside 
Wembley helped push us over 
the line.

“Celebrating all together 
was beautiful. Fans, staff, play-
ers - all united as one. Those 
memories will live with us for-
ever.

“It was a further reminder 
that with your support behind 
us, and the United badge on 
our chests, we can achieve 
great things.”

- ‘Excited for the future’ -
Ratcliffe refused to answer 

a question on Ten Hag’s future 
when approached on his way 
out of Wembley on Saturday.

But together with directors 
Sir Dave Brailsford and Jean-
Claude Blanc, as well as tech-
nical director Jason Wilcox, 
the British billionaire must 
give his verdict on Ten Hag 
soon.

The Dutch coach is believed 

to have jetted off on holiday 
on Sunday, having used his 
post-match press conference 
to warn United he will carry 
on winning trophies else-
where if they sack him.

Former Chelsea boss Mau-
ricio Pochettino, ex-Bayern 
Munich manager Thomas 
Tuchel, England coach Gareth 
Southgate and Ipswich chief 
Kieran McKenna have all been 
linked with the United job.

Going public with his sup-
port for Ten Hag, United cen-
tre-back  Jonny Evans  said: 
“I’ve only got really good 
things to say about him.

“Over the last month, he has 
shown incredible tactical flex-
ibility. Sitting off and counter-
attacking is not the style he 
sees himself coaching but he 
has recognised the right time 
to do it and has done it.”

Regardless of who is in 
charge next season, United’s 
players are determined to lift 
the club back to the top soon-
er rather than later.

“We know this season over-
all has not been good enough 
and we make no excuses. But 
we ended it in the best way 
possible, celebrating a trophy 
all together,” they wrote.

“We want more days like 
yesterday. We are excited for 
the future here. There is so 
much that we have to achieve 
together. We will fight to bring 
Manchester United the suc-
cess that this special club de-
serves.”

AFP

Tuesday 28 May 2024                    	 19

SOCCER.NEWS

PSG and French football prepare for challenges of post-Mbappe era

Man United stars pledge to do ‘great Man United stars pledge to do ‘great 
things’ as Ten Hag awaits sack verdictthings’ as Ten Hag awaits sack verdict

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Manchester United manager Erik ten Hag holds the FA Cup. Agencies

PARIS

PARIS Saint-Germain 
finished the season 
with a domestic double 
after beating  Lyon  in 
Saturday’s French Cup 
final but will now start 
building for another as-
sault on the Champions 
League next year, this 
time without Kylian 
Mbappe.

The  France  captain 
brought the curtain 
down on his seven-year 
spell at PSG in the 2-1 
win over Lyon, in which 
he failed to add to his 
club-record tally of 256 
goals as Ousmane Dem-
bele and Fabian Ruiz 
netted on the night.

It was a deserved vic-
tory against a Lyon team 
who had been the best 
side in France in the sec-
ond half of the season, 
after sitting bottom of 
the table in December.

But PSG’s ongo-
ing dominance of the 
French game simply 
reflects their crushing 
financial power com-
pared to every other 
club.

Going by the most re-
cent detailed accounts 
published by the DNCG, 
the watchdog that over-
sees the finances of 
France’s professional 
clubs, PSG’s income in 
2022/23 was roughly 
equivalent to that of the 
next five richest sides -– 
Marseille, Lyon,  Mona-
co,  Rennes and Lille -– 
put together.

Their focus has long 
been on winning the 
Champions League, a 
trophy they have never 
managed to get their 
hands on over the years  
with Mbappe, Lionel 
Messi, Neymar, Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic and oth-
er superstars in their 
ranks.

And coach Luis En-
rique knows how big a 

task lies ahead as they 
look to build a team that 
can enjoy the Cham-
pions League success 
they never managed to 
achieve with Mbappe.

“He is obviously a dif-
ferent player and we 
can’t replace him with 
one single player. Forget 
it. There is no substi-
tute for Kylian Mbappe,” 
PSG’s Spanish coach said 
after Saturday’s final.

“We will need to re-
place him with the team 
as a whole, and with 
maybe four, five or six 
new signings.”

- ‘Great challenge’ -
Whether PSG move 

for one big star -– think 

Victor Osimhen or Ra-
fael Leao -– remains to 
be seen, but they may 
wish to avoid the kind of 
approach taken by Bar-
celona  when they lost 
Neymar in 2017, or Tot-
tenham Hotspur  when 
they sold Gareth Bale 
to Real Madrid.

Barcelona paid premi-
um prices for several big 
names in an effort to re-
place the Brazilian, but 
most did not work out.

Spurs employed 
something of a scatter-
gun approach with a 
host of signings making 
up for the loss of Bale –- 
again the success of that 
strategy was limited.

“A great challenge for 
any player who might 
want to come here is 
that we want to make 
history,” Luis Enrique 
added.

“This club will sooner 
or later win that long-
desired Champions 
League title. It is diffi-
cult to win. It might take 
years but they will win 
it in the future without 
any doubt.”

The Qatar-owned club 
are set to prepare for 
next season with a tour 
of China, where they 
will play Monaco in the 
French season-opening 
Champions Trophy in 
early August.

The new Ligue 1 sea-
son begins on August 
16, with the Champions 
League kicking off in 
mid-September.

“This season is finish-
ing but the negotiations 
and possibilities to im-
prove the squad are al-
ready beginning,” said 
Luis Enrique, who will 
also rely on remaining 
stars such as Dembele, 
Achraf Hakimi, Portu-
guese midfielder Vitinha 
and teenage sensation 
Warren Zaire-Emery.

“It is an impressive 
project when you con-
sider what this club is 
capable of achieving,” 
added the coach before 

BARCELONA

XAVI Hernandez signed off as Barcelona 
coach with a 2-1 win at  Sevilla  on Sunday to 
close out the La Liga season, before warning 
his replacement the job “won’t be easy”.

The Catalans, second, finish the campaign 
trophyless but were at least able to triumph in 
Xavi’s last match in charge after president Joan 
Laporta sacked him on Friday.

Just weeks earlier, Barcelona announced 
Xavi was staying for next season after the 
coach said in January he had decided to resign 
in the summer. 

Appointed in November 2021, Xavi led Bar-
celona to the Spanish title last season, but this 
year his team finished 10 points behind cham-
pions and bitter rivals Real Madrid.

German coach Hansi Flick is expected to be 
appointed as Xavi’s successor this week.

Xavi warned of the struggle awaiting the 
next in line.

“They should know that they’ve got a diffi-
cult situation, because Barca is a difficult club 
and there’s an adverse financial situation too 
-- it won’t be easy at all,” he told DAZN.

“I think the work we’ve done has not been 
valued enough given the adverse situation we 
came from.

“(Barca) were ninth in the table when we 
arrived, we finished second... (then) we won 
a double, and this year we weren’t up to the 
standard but because of four key games.”

Barcelona lost both matches against Real 
Madrid in La Liga and against third-place 
neighbours Girona, as well as one other match 
to Villarreal.

They ended on a positive note, with a victory 
at Sevilla’s Ramon Sanchez-Pizjuan stadium.

Robert Lewandowski  put Barcelona ahead 
from close range but  Youssef En-Nesyri  lev-
elled for Sevilla, whose coach Quique Sanchez 
Flores is also leaving at the end of the season.

One of Xavi’s successes in the role has been 
to give young players their chance, including 
starlets  Lamine Yamal  and Pau Cubarsi, but 
also midfielder Fermin Lopez.

The 21-year-old drilled Barcelona ahead in 
the second half with a low strike from outside 
the area.

Lopez ran over to Xavi to give the departing 
coach a hug after his goal.

AFP

Sacked Xavi Sacked Xavi 
warns next Barca warns next Barca 
coach job ‘won’t coach job ‘won’t 
be easy’, ends be easy’, ends 
with Sevilla winwith Sevilla win

contemplating a sum-
mer break which he 
plans to spend at home, 
watching some of Euro 
2024 on television “with 
a beer or two”.

What of the rest of 
French football?

Lyon will hope to 
build on their remark-
able second half of the 
season under coach 
Pierre Sage, who is set to 
sign a new contract.

Marseille are search-
ing for a new coach after 
a poor season in which 
they failed to qualify 
for Europe, while Mo-
naco and surprise pack-
age Brest are looking 
forward to Champions 
League campaigns.

But the health of the 
league as a whole is 
uncertain, beyond the 
problems caused by 
PSG’s dominance.

Ligue 1 still has no 
broadcast deal for next 
season, at a time when 
clubs continue to strug-
gle financially in the 
wake of the collapse of 
a record contract with 
Spanish company Medi-
apro in 2020.

The hope, according 
to reports, is that a deal 
will be agreed with beIN 
Sports -– a network that 
is, like PSG, Qatari-con-
trolled –- but time is of 
the essence.

AFP

Kylian Mbappe (C) is leaving but Ousmane Dembele (L) and Achraf Hakimi (R) remain as big stars at Paris 
Saint-Germain. Agencies
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Simba gear up for crucial 
Premier League finale 
against JKT Tanzania

By Correspondent 
Michael Mwebe

P
LAYING their fi-
nal home fixture 
of a stellar NBC 
Premier League 

season, champions Young 
Africans welcome Tanzania 
Prisons to Chamazi Com-
plex this afternoon.

While Young Africans 
have long since secured a 
record-extending league 
title and can afford to take 
their foot off the gas, they 
are still gunning to set re-
cords.

On Saturday, the cham-
pions extended their win-
ning run to six consecutive 
league games after making 
light work of relegation-
threatened Tabora United 
with three unanswered 
goals.

This victory took Young 
Africans to 77 points after 
29 matches. 

So far their record reads 
25 wins, two draws, and 
two defeats, a staggering 
effort from a team that has 
become totally dominant in 
the domestic game for three 
successive seasons.

This season’s title is a 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THE final day of the 2023-24 NBC Premier 
League season this afternoon will be a straight 
shootout between Feisal Salum and Stephane 
Aziz Ki for the top scorer award.

The top scorer race is a dead heat. 
Young Africans’ Aziz Ki has scored 18 goals 

in 26 league appearances, and Azam’s Feisal 
has amassed the same number of tallies in 26 
appearances.

Aziz Ki and Young Africans lock horns with 
Tanzania Prisons at Chamazi Complex hoping 
to get the goals that will push him ahead of his 
former teammate.

Feisal travels to relegation-battlers Geita 
Gold on the final day aiming to find the goals 
to nudge ahead of Aziz Ki whilst securing CAF 
Champions League football for the Chamazi-
based side.

Given both their current form, it will not be 
farfetched to expect them to also be on the 
score sheet in the afternoon.

Until this season, the top scorer award could 
be shared between multiple top scorers. 

In the 2016/2017 campaign, Simon Msuva 
and Abulrahman Mussa finished as joint top 
scorers with 13 goals each.

A year ago, Fiston Mayele and Said Ntiba-
zonkiza couldn’t be separated at the top of the 
Golden Boot race. 

Each finished with 17 goals and shared the 
top scorer award.

Starting from this season, a tie-breaker sys-
tem was introduced by the Tanzania Premier 
League Board, TPLB, to pick out a definitive 
winner.

According to the tie-breaker system, if two 
or more players finish with the same num-
ber of goals, three criteria will be used to en-
sure just one name is attached to the season’s 
award.

If two or more players are tied on the same 
number of goals, the player with the lowest 
number of penalties will be deemed the win-
ner.

In the event that two or more players have 
scored the same number of goals and have the 
same number of penalties, the player who has 
played the lowest amount of minutes will win.

In the event that there is a tie on the above 
criteria, the player with the highest number of 
away goals wins the award.

Feisal and Aziz 
Ki scoring race 
now sets for 
photo finish

third in a row for all-con-
quering Young Africans 
and their 30th overall, eight 
more than their arch-rivals 
Simba have managed in 
their history.

Under former head coach 
Nasreddine Nabi, Young Af-
ricans achieved a record 79 
points back in last season, 
and with three points still 
to play for, Miguel Gamondi 
knows that this is achiev-
able.

One more victory will see 
Gamondi and his charges 
set a new record for most 
points accumulated in a 30-
game league season.

By Correspondent 
Seth Mapoli

THE stage is set for 
a dramatic conclusion 
to the 2023/2024 Pre-
mier League season as 
Simba prepare to face 
JKT Tanzania in their 
final match at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium today. 

This highly anticipat-
ed clash, scheduled for 
4:00 PM EAT, holds im-
mense significance for 
Simba’s end-of-season 
position.

Simba enter the 
match boasting a con-
vincing 1-0 victory over 
JKT Tanzania in the first 
round. Clatous Chama’s 
goal in the 36th minute 
secured the win for the 
Msimbazi Street-based 
side. 

Furthermore, Simba 
have dominated their 
recent encounters with 
JKT, emerging victori-
ous in both their last 
three meetings. 

This dominant re-
cord serves as a morale 
booster for Simba’s play-
ers as they head into the 
crucial final match.

Interim head coach 
Juma Mgunda under-
stands the weight of this 
match. 

“It’s a match to close 
the season,” he declared 
at a recent press confer-
ence. “We’re well aware 
of the importance of 
this game against JKT 
Tanzania. The outcome 
will determine our final 
position in the league,” 
he said.

Mgunda emphasized 
the team’s focus and 
preparedness. 
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Second, one more win 
would see Young Africans 
break their record number 
of victories in a 30-game 
league season. 

Set last season, Gamondi’s 
men have currently won 25 
matches -- the same total 
that they managed under 
former boss Nabi -- and 
need one more three-point 
haul to set a new landmark.

Tanzania Prisons is par-
ticularly almost the perfect 
opponent for Young Afri-
cans to chase these new re-
cords, having lost just once 
in their last 23 head-to-head 
league encounters with the 

Mbeya-based side.
Following three straight 

losses to Young Africans, 
with an aggregate scoreline 
of 5-1 in the Dar club’s fa-
vour, Tanzania Prisons will 
perhaps travel from Mbeya 
to the commercial city in 
some trepidation.

Wajelajela also have a fair-
ly modest away record this 
season, winning two, draw-
ing eight, and losing four, 
so tackling the undisputed 
champions in their own 
backyard is sure to prove a 
tough test. 

Young Africans boast a 
perfect home record hav-

ing won all their 14 league 
games so far.

Ahead of the final day, 
Gamondi tipped his hat to 
his class of 2023/24 and in-
sisted that every member 
of his squad has played his 
part and that the levels of 
performance have been ex-
ceptional since the start of 
the campaign.

Gamondi also called for 
no let-up from his side, 
who also reached the CRDB 
Bank Federation Cup final 
with the semi-final victory 
over Ihefu and are now aim-
ing to win the domestic cup 
for the third straight year.

“We need positive re-
sults to know how we’ll 
finish the season. JKT 
Tanzania are our com-
petitors, and we’re well 
prepared to face them 
head-on.” 

However, he acknowl-
edged the pressure, 
stating: “This is a game 
with decisions, and we 
all have needs in this 
competition. We’ve ad-
dressed these needs 
with the players, and 
they understand the im-
portance of the match. 
Psychologically, they 
are ready.”

Simba currently sit 
in a precarious third 
place, tied with arch-
rivals Azam on points 
(66) but separated by 
eight goals difference. A 
win against JKT Tanza-
nia would solidify their 
second-place finish, se-
curing a coveted spot 
in the CAF Champions 
League for the upcom-
ing season.

Azam, Simba’s closest 

competitor in the race 
for second place, also 
face a critical match in 
this final week of the 
league. 

They travel to face 
Geita Gold at Nyankum-
bu Stadium, knowing 
that a loss or draw could 
shatter their CAF Cham-
pions League hopes.

With so much riding 
on the outcome of both 
matches, this final day 
promises to be a thrill-
ing climax to the Pre-
mier League season. 

Simba will be de-
termined to maintain 
their winning streak 
against JKT Tanzania 
and secure their place 
in the CAF Champions 
League.

The top two finishers 
in the league will earn 
the right to represent 
Tanzania in the presti-
gious CAF Champions 
League. The third and 
fourth-place finishers 
will compete in the CAF 
Confederation Cup, an-

Young Africans skipper Bakari Mwamnyeto celebrates with teammates after they were crowned the 2023/24 NBC Premier 
League Champions during their match against Tabora United at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. 
Yanga won 3-0. Photo: Courtesy of YASC

PSG and French 
football prepare 
for challenges of 
post-Mbappe era

other major continental 
tournament.

On the final day of the 
league, several exciting 
matches are set to take 
place. 

Coastal Union will 
face KMC at Mkwak-
wani Stadium in Tanga, 
while Ihefu FC take on 
Mtibwa Sugar at CCM 
Liti Stadium in Singida. 

Mashujaa FC will 

battle Dodoma Jiji FC 
at Lake Tanganyika Sta-
dium in Kigoma, and 
Namungo FC will lock 
horns with Tabora Unit-
ed at Majaliwa Stadium 
in Ruangwa. 

Additionally, Singida 
Big Stars will meet Kag-
era Sugar in what prom-
ises to be a thrilling en-
counter.

In a highly anticipat-

ed match, 2023/24 NBC 
Premier League cham-
pions Young Africans 
are scheduled to play 
Tanzania Prisons at 
Azam Complex Stadium 
at Chamazi. 

These matches are 
expected to provide an 
exciting conclusion to 
the season, with fans ea-
gerly awaiting the out-
comes.

Aziz Ki

Juma Mgunda
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