
 By Guardian Reporter

ATOTAL of 56 percent of all foreign curren-
cy earnings in 2023 came from the export 
of minerals, making the sector the domi-

nant foreign exchange earner for the country.
President Samia Suluhu Hassan made this affir-

mation at the closure of the 7th Mining and Tech-
nology Exhibition in Geita yesterday, underlining 
that the government intends to invest in modern 
equipment and technology like geospatial equip-
ment to facilitate nationwide surveys to identify 
mineral-rich areas and their quantities.

She said that the decision was prompted by the 
fact that only 16 percent of potential minerals-laden 
areas had been properly surveyed, so this invest-
ment will place the government in a better position 
to elicit more foreign investment in the sector.

It will enable a clearer understanding of the min-
eral resources within the country. 

“We are increasing funding for research to obtain 
reliable statistics on our mineral wealth,” she said, 
noting that investment in the sector is expected to 
yield positive results.

The minerals sector contribution to the gross 
domestic product stands at 9,0 percent, and is pro-
jected to reach 10 percent by late 2025, she said, ex-
plaining the growth as tied to creating a conducive 
environment for investment; along with the acqui-
sition of technology.

Through the State Mining Corporation (STAM-
ICO), the government has purchased 15 large rock

 By Guardian Correspondent, 

Arusha

THE United Nations agency 
dedicated to tourism (UN-
Tourism) has lauded Tanzania 
for impeccable organization of 
the World Tourism Day (WTD) 
fathering, marked annually on 
September 27th.

The safari capital this year 
hosted WTD, an initiative by 
UN-Tourism, with the theme 
‘Tourism and Peace,’ which 
some analysts say it struck a 
profound chord with attend-
ees, underscoring tourism’s 

crucial role in fostering cultur-
al understanding and promot-
ing global harmony.

Stakeholders sad it marked 
yet another triumph for the 
country’s burgeoning tourism 
industry,  as it was accompa-

nied by an indoor travel fair, 
attracting over 1,000 partici-
pants across three days. 

It marked the third year in 
a row that the government, in 
collaboration with Rethink-
ing Tourism Africa, organ-

ise that event, officials said.
Dr. Marcel Leijzer, a UN-

Tourism official, message to 
organizers, said in a press 
conference yesterday that 
the event was flawless, while 
choosing Arusha reflected the 
theme “Tourism and Peace” 
and reinforced Tanzania’s po-
sition within UN-Tourism.

“Organizing the conference 
in Arusha was a strategic de-
cision,” the message affirmed, 
asserting that “the setting was 
ideal for exploring and cel-
ebrating the intricate relation-

Page 20
SPORTS  

Simba eye redemption 
in derby as ticket sales 

begin for October 19 
showdown

Page 18

MONDAY 14 OCTOBER, 2024TANZANIA

 + 255 745 700710feedback@guardian.co.tztheguardianltdtheguardiantz

 By Guardian Reporter

Global food commodity prices 
experienced their sharpest rise 
in 18 months during September, 
driven by increases across all key 
commodity groups, particularly 
sugar, according to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO).

The FAO Food Price Index, 
which monitors monthly changes 
in international prices for a basket 
of widely traded food commodi-
ties, averaged 124.4 points in Sep-
tember, reflecting a 3.0 percent 
rise from August and a 2.1 percent 
increase compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

The sugar price index registered 
the largest increase in September, 
rising by 10.4 percent driven by 
worsening crop prospects in Brazil 
and concerns that India’s decision 
to lift restrictions on sugarcane use 
for ethanol production may affect 
export availabilities from the coun-
try.

The cereal price index increased 
by 3.0 percent during the month, 
led by higher wheat and maize ex-
port prices. 

International wheat prices in-
creased due largely to concerns 

 By Guardian Reporter

The Bank of Tanzania 
(BoT) is projecting an 
economic growth of 5.6 
percent during the third 

quarter of this year, and is pro-
jected to grow at around the same 
pace in the fourth quarter of the 
year, attributed by the increases 
in public and private sector invest-
ments.

The projected growth is bol-
stered by improvements in global 
and domestic economic condi-
tions.

In its monetary policy report 
released at the end of last week, 
the central bank also estimated an 
economic growth of 5.8 percent 
during the second quarter, an in-
crease from 5.6 percent recorded 
during the first quarter.

Contributors of real GDP in-
clude construction, agriculture, 
tourism, financial and insurance 
activities, manufacturing, trade 
and repair as well as transport and 
storage.

In addition, the report says that 
the growth will be reinforced by 
improving agricultural activities 
due to the availability of inputs 
(fertilizers and quality seeds) and 
pesticides, as well as investment in 
irrigation schemes. 

Construction is also expected 
to continue driving growth, owing 
to the construction of SGR, roads, 
airports and residential buildings. 

Furthermore, improving trans-
port logistics through ports, rail-
ways and airways is projected to 
contribute significantly to growth. 

Increasing electricity genera-
tion, particularly from Mwalimu 
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Korogwe town council 
allocates 250m/- loans 
for special group loans

 Korogwe Town Council executive director Mwashabani Mrope. Photo by Cheji Bakari

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Ko-
rogwe

The Korogwe Town Council dis-
bursed a total of 250mn/- during the 
first quarter of the 2024/25 financial 
year to provide loans to special groups. 
This amount represents 10 percent of 
the council’s quarterly revenue.

Mwashabani Mrope, the council’s 
Executive Director, announced this 
recently, stating that the funds were 
disbursed on October 1st to various 
beneficiaries, including people with 
disabilities, youth, and women’s groups.

“The loans were sourced from 
our domestic revenues, and similar 
amounts will be allocated to all groups 
that meet the criteria. I would like to 
emphasize that this allocation is for the 
first quarter of the 2024/25 fiscal year,” 
she explained.

Mrope further clarified that loan ap-
plicants must first submit their applica-
tions through executive officers in their 
respective areas for initial approval. 
Afterward, the applications will be for-
warded to the Town Council’s Com-
munity Development Officer for final 
approval.

One of the beneficiaries, Ally Fungo, 
urged fellow recipients to ensure time-
ly repayment of their loans to allow oth-
ers on the waiting list to benefit as well.

“This money is not ours, but a means 
to support our economic activities. 
Once we succeed, we must repay the 
loans on time so others can also ben-

efit,” he emphasized.
Korogwe Town Council, located in 

the Tanga Region of northeastern Tan-
zania, serves as the administrative and 
commercial hub of Korogwe District, 
which is renowned for its agricultural 
activities and growing infrastructure. 
The town’s strategic location along the 
highway connecting Dar es Salaam to 
northern regions makes it a key transit 
point for trade and transport.

The local economy primarily re-
volves around agriculture, with maize, 
sisal, and fruits like oranges and man-
goes being major crops. The region’s 
fertile land and favorable climate con-
tribute significantly to the livelihoods of 
its residents.

In recent years, Korogwe has experi-
enced gradual improvements in infra-
structure, including roads, schools, and 
healthcare facilities. The main highway 
has further enhanced trade and the 
movement of goods, benefiting local 
businesses.

Additionally, Korogwe’s proximity to 
the Usambara Mountains offers poten-
tial for tourism. The area boasts natural 
attractions such as forests, waterfalls, 
and hiking trails, which attract both lo-
cal and international visitors, contrib-
uting to the town’s economy.

Through its agricultural base and 
strategic position in Tanzania’s trans-
port network, the Korogwe Town 
Council plays a pivotal role in driving 
economic development in the Tanga 
Region.

FAO: September sees biggest food prices hike in 18 months

Sugar price index registered the largest increase in September, rising by 
10.4 percent.

Bank of Tanzania (BoT) office in Dar es Salaam

over excessively wet conditions 
in Canada and the European Un-
ion, though this was partly offset 
by competitively priced supplies 
from the Black Sea region.

World maize prices also 
climbed, influenced by low wa-
ter levels on key transportation 
routes along the Madeira River in 
Brazil and the Mississippi River in 
the United States of America. By 
contrast, the FAO All Rice Price 
Index declined by 0.7 percent, 
partly reflecting generally quiet 
trading activities.

The vegetable oil price index 

increased by 4.6 percent from 
August, with higher quotations 
across the board for palm, soy, 
sunflower and rapeseed oils.

The rise in international palm 
oil prices was due to lower-than-
expected production in major 
Southeast Asian producing coun-
tries, while the rebound in soyoil 
quotations was primarily due to 
lower-than-expected crushings in 
the United States of America.

The dairy price index rose by 
3.8 percent in September, with 
quotations up for whole milk 
powder, skim milk powder, butter 

and cheese.
The meat price index increased 

by 0.4 percent, mainly due to 
higher poultry meat prices driven 
by strong import demand for Bra-
zil’s products. World bovine and 
pig meat prices remained stable, 
while those for ovine meat declined 
slightly from August levels.

FAO raised marginally its forecast 
for global cereal production in 2024 
to 2,853 million tonnes, reflecting 
upward revisions to rice and wheat 
outputs that outweighed a small 
reduction made to global coarse 
grains production.

The new figure, also published in 
the new Cereal Supply and Demand 
Brief, remains moderately below 
the record output of 2023.

World wheat production is ex-
pected to increase by 0.5 percent 
in 2024 from the previous year, as 
improved yield prospects in Aus-
tralia more than compensate for a 
significant cut to the European Un-
ion’s forecast due to excessively wet 
conditions.

By contrast, global production 
of coarse grains is now expected to 
decline by 0.8 percent from 2023, 
with smaller crops in the European 
Union foreseen to outweigh higher 
maize output anticipated in the 
United States of America.

By Francis Kajubi

Three students from vari-
ous universities have won 
cash prizes after emerging 
as the top performers in the 
2024 DSE Scholar Invest-
ment Challenge, organized by 
the Dar es Salaam Stock Ex-
change (DSE).

The DSE awarded medals, 
certificates, and cash prizes 
to the winners. The first-place 
winner received 1.7m/-, the 
second-place winner received 
1m/-, and the third-place win-
ner took home 800,000/-.

Speaking at the awards cer-
emony held on Friday in Dar 
es Salaam, Peter Nalitolela, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
DSE, said the challenge aims 
to nurture innovative stu-

dents in the fields of capital 
markets and securities invest-
ment. It also seeks to intro-
duce students to stakeholders 
in the stock market, offering 
potential employment or col-
laboration opportunities after 
graduation.

“The challenge is a call to ac-
tion for financial sector stake-
holders, reminding them to 
consider young graduates for 
various emerging opportuni-
ties,” Nalitolela said.

He noted that October 7-13 
was celebrated globally as 
World Investor Week, where 
capital markets authorities 
emphasized responsible prac-
tices and the delivery of qual-
ity services to customers.

The process to identify the 
winners began in September 

2023, with students encour-
aged to participate both as 
individuals and through their 
investment clubs. Four top 
clubs advanced to the finals, 
and the judges are finalizing 
the selection of the three win-
ners. 

Nalitolela highlighted that 
since Tanzania adopted a 
free market economy in the 
early 1990s, initiatives like this 
help promote its continued 
growth.

With approximately 
610,000 current investors in 
Tanzania, Nalitolela said the 
DSE’s strategic plan aims to 
increase this number through 
the use of digital tools. He 
added that today, anyone can 
invest in the stock market 
24/7.

The World Federation of 
Exchanges also supports pub-
lic financial education to help 
achieve financial inclusion for 
all.

This year, 816 students from 
the University of Dar es Sa-
laam (UDSM), the Institute of 
Finance Management (IFM), 
and the College of Business 
Education (CBE) participated 
in the competition.

In previous years, DSE in-
volved all universities in the 
challenge. However, this year, 
the competition featured in-
vestment clubs of at least 20 
students, with mentorship 
provided in collaboration 
with insurance brokers.

Participants in the DSE 
Scholar Investment Challenge 
were each given virtual capi-

tal worth 3m/- to use in secur-
ing securities listed on the on-
line challenge platform.

“They bought shares and, 
upon selling, made profits. 
Every two weeks, they re-
ceived a 2 percent dividend 
on the profits generated from 
their investments,” Nalitolela 
explained.

Erasmus Ishengoma, a 
UDSM student and the sec-
ond-place winner, expressed 
how the competition en-
hanced his knowledge of in-
vesting in the stock market 
and bonds.

“We were given mentors 
who guided us on how to in-
vest in the stock market and 
how to make informed invest-
ment decisions,” he said. 

Nyerere and Rusumo Hydro-
power plants, are expected to 
add impetus to growth.

Despite this positive out-
look, challenges remain, such 
as inflationary pressures, glob-
al economic uncertainty, and 
fluctuating commodity prices.

Headline inflation was 3.1 
percent in the quarter ending 
September 2024 and is pro-
jected to be at around 3.2 per-
cent in the subsequent quarter. 

The stability of consumer 
goods prices in the world mar-
ket, adequate food supply, sta-
ble power supply, and prudent 
monetary and fiscal policies 
are expected to contribute the 
most in containing inflationary 
pressures. 

“The upside risks to the in-
flation outlook include the 
potential disruption of supply 
chains due to geopolitical con-
flicts,” says BoT.

According to the report, pri-
vate sector investment is ex-
pected to expand due to credit 
growth through banks inter-
mediation and microfinance 
lending. 

Tourism and exports of cash 
crops such as cashew nut, to-
bacco, cotton, and coffee are 
expected to be higher than last 
year. Electricity generation, an 
input into manufacturing ac-
tivities, also increased.

However, the report notes 
that the growth of money 
supply slowed slightly in July 

to September 2024 relative to the pre-
ceding quarter. Private sector credit 
growth remained robust, averaging at 
17.1 6 percent, as in the previous quar-
ter. 

The risk on lending remained low, 
reflected by improvement in banks’ 
asset quality, with the NPL ratio de-
creasing to 3.9 percent in August 2024 
from 5.1 percent in the corresponding 
month of 2023. 

Private sector credit growth is ex-
pected to remain high as global and do-
mestic economic conditions continue 
to improve, coupled with supportive 
policies intended to boost economic 
growth. 

Foreign exchange inflows improved 
on account of a seasonal increase in 
tourism and exports of food and cash 
crops. 

The high price of gold in the world 
market also contributed to the foreign 
exchange inflows. The exchange rate 
depreciated at a slower pace of 10.1 per-
cent, year-on-year, in September 2024, 
compared with 12.5 percent in June 
2024. 

Foreign exchange reserves were 
high, amounting to US$5,413.6 million 
at the end of September 2024 from 
US$5,345.5 in June 2024. 

The reserves were more than 4 
months of projected imports, which 
aligned with the country’s require-
ment. 

Meanwhile, the Zanzibar economy is 
also projected to grow at the same high 
levels of 6.4 percent in the outer peri-
ods of the year, driven by transport, 
financial and insurance, and construc-
tion.

Inflation also eased in Zanzibar, 
reaching 5.1 percent in August 2024 
attributed to both food and non-food 
prices and is projected to remain con-
sistent with the target of 5 percent.

Students win cash prizes in DSE scholar challenge

Peter Nalitolela, Chief Executive Officer of the DSE
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The commendation from UN-
Tourism fortifies Tanzania’s 
growing reputation as a premier 
venue for global tourism 
dialogue and innovation

Page  5

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE national production of 
fertiliser has increased from 
84,696 metric tons in 2022/23 
to 158,628 metric tonness in 
2023/24 equivalent to an in-
crease of 87.3 percent, thanks 
to collaboration between the 
government and private sec-
tor.

Gerald Mweri, the Agricul-
ture permanent secretary, 

made this remark at the launch 
the first fertilizer symposium 
here at the weekend, explain-
ing the increase as tied with 
expansion of manufacturing 
facilities and new facilities for 
both blending and manufac-
turing. 

The demand of fertilizer 
and fertilizer supplements 
has been inreasing, from 
698,260 metric toes in 2021/22 
to 848,884 metric tons in 

2023/24, he said, underlining 
that the low capacity of local 
fertilizer production compels 
imorting up to 90  percent of 
supplies.

Fertilizer imports depend-
ency poses various challenges 
including affordability to farm-
ers and delayed distribution 
chuefly for basal dressing fer-
tilizer needed during planting, 
he stated.

“To address these challeng-

es, the government has initi-
ated strategies to reduce over 
dependence on imported fer-
tilizer,” he said, noting that this 
is part of long-term strategies 
to reduce over dependence on 
fertilizer importation.

The government is creat-
ing a conducive environment 
while seeking out stakehold

Fertiliser production up 
by 87.3 pc within a year

‘Mineral sales earned 56 pc of forex’
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UN-Tourism lauds Tanzania for 
global tourism bonanza success
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan is briefed on gold sales in Geita town yesterday when gracing the climax of the 7th Geita Mining and Technology Exhibition. Left is Geita 
regional commissioner Martine Shigella and third left is Minerals minister Anthony Mavunde. Photo: State House 
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progress in Tanzania

Govt issues 
UN-based
guidelines
for special
investment
companies
 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government in collaboration with 
the United Nations Capital Development 
Fund (UNCDF) has launched a national 
guideline for the establishment and man-
agement of project-focused companies 
with specific development objectives and 
limited financial risk.

The step is an enhancement of efforts 
going back to 2021 when the government
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Fertiliser production up 
by 87.3 pc within a year

Finance minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (R) chairs a meeting attended by senior officials from the ministry and experts from the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. It was announced at the event that Tanzania was second only to Madagascar in Africa benefit the most from the Climate Resilience 
Partnership Framework, which is aimed at addressing climate change and the adverse effects of environmental degradation. Photo: Finance ministry 

ships between tourism and peace, symbolizing Tan-
zania’s authentic commitment to the UN-Tourism 
mission.” 

Tanzania has since independence been among the 
most peaceful countries in the world with tourism 
being a pillar of economic development,  he stated, 
citing the the northern tourism circuit in particular.

Presentations made at the WTD event demon-
strated how tourism fosters mutual respect and 
understanding among diverse cultures, creates em-
ployment opportunities and contributes to local eco-
nomic development. 

Such contributions are essential for establishing 
sustainable livelihoods in tourist destinations, which 
contribute to building the foundation of lasting 
peace, he stated.

Various case studies presented successful exam-
ples from Tanzanian locations, illustrating tourism’s 
crucial role in economic progress and sustainable 
development, the message indicated.

Complementing the conference was an expo 
where local tourism companies showcased unique 
offerings, firms which significantly contribute to job 
creation and local economic advancement, he said, 
pointing out that employment reinforces the theme 
of peace through economic prosperity.

Sirili Akko, a key stakeholder, highlighted the sig-
nificance of high-profile events in promoting a tour-
ism knowledge economy, asserting that the event 
provided an ideal platform for exchanging insights 
and strategies that can propel the industry to new 
heights.

“The commendation from UN-Tourism fortifies 
Tanzania’s growing reputation as a premier venue 
for global tourism dialogue and innovation,” the or-
ganiser noted.

The WTD and indoor travel show drew participants 
from across the continent and beyond, featuring a se-
ries of insightful presentations and interactive work-
shops, including the latest trends and innovations in 
the industry.

Experts and industry leaders shared valuable in-
sights on sustainable tourism practices, cultural pres-
ervation and inclusive growth, stimulating vibrant 
discussions and collaborations.

The event’s success was clearly demonstrated by 
the impressive participation levels and the quality 
of presentations. Attendees commended the organi-
zation of the event and appreciated the valuable in-
sights it provided, with strong support from related 
business interests, observers noted.

UN-Tourism lauds 
Tanzania for 
global tourism 
bonanza success

NATIONAL NEWS

RSA managing director Harveer Singh Bhamra (L), whose Moshi municipality firm is reported to assemble special safari vehicles for the tourism industry used in many parts of 
Africa, briefs Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi in Dar es Salaam yesterday. It was at the launch of the Swahili International Tourism Expo (SiTE), where Dr Mwinyi was 
the chief guest. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

ers in fertiliser production using available raw ma-
terials like rock phosphate, coal and natural gas, he 
further noted..

Fertiliser sector development is vital for imme-
diate and long-term economic and social develop-
ment goals, he said at the two days’ forum bring-
ing together various stakeholders in the fertilizer 
value chain.

They inluded policy makers, researchers, ferti-
lizer dealers, regulators, internatioal development 
agencies, financial institutions, civic organisaion 
and farmers’o groups to deliberate on the develop-
ment of the fertilizer sub-sector.

The symposium was expected to be a platform 
for sharing experiences on policy frameworks and 
best practices in the regulation of the fertilizer sub-
sector, to sketch recommendations for enhanced 
agricultural productivity in the various regions, he 
asserted.

Joel Laurent, the Tanzania Fertilizer Regulatory 
Authority (TFRA) executive director, said despite 
the progress made, the sector faces some distinct 
challenges, like soil degradation, climate change, 
limited access to fertilizer financing and vulner-
ability to fertilizer global market shocks.

“However, these challenges also present us with 
opportunities to innovate and collaborate,” he 
said, affirming that “by addressing these issues 
head-on, we can unlock the full potential of the fer-
tilizer subsector and agricultural sector in general.”

Fertilizers are a cornerstone of agricultural pro-
ductivity as they enhance soil fertility, increase 
crop yields and contribute to the overall economic 
well-being of farming communities, he said.

In Tanzania, where agriculture is the main eco-
nomic activity, effective use of fertilizers is crucial 
for sustainable economic growth and food secu-
rity, he said, as  TFRA organized the symposium on 
World Fertilizer Day with the theme that ;agricul-
ture is fertiliser.’.

FROM PAGE 1

drilling machines, she said, not-
ing further that the government 
has allocated 200bn/- as loan 
guarantees to enable buyers of 
minerals to borrow and conduct 
their operations effectively.

Similarly, the Bank of Tanza-
nia has set aside 1trn/-for gold 
purchasing, she affirmed, citing 
these efforts as intended to en-
hance minerals extraction while 
ensuring we retain gold reserves 
as a stabilising factor for the na-
tional currency.

Markets for minerals have 
been established in most re-
gions with 44 markets across the 

country and 103 buying centres, 
helping to create a lively market 
cycle, she stated.

In the 2023/24 financial year, 
minerals worth over 2trn/- were 
sold through these markets, ena-
bling the government to collect 
180bn/-from the sales in addi-
tion to other revenues collected 
in the value chain, she said.

The president assured the au-
dience of government support 
for small-scale and large-scale 
miners as a priority, after Miner-

als minister Anthony Mavunde 
had announced that the govern-
ment had revoked over 2,000 
prospecting licenses held for 
long periods.

They include those held by 
local investors, at that point mo-
nopolising over 13m acres, set 
for reallocation to small-scale 
miners, especially for the youth 
and women, he stated.

A total of 231bn/- has been al-
located to the Geological Survey 
of Tanzania (GST) to build two 

large laboratories, one in Dodo-
ma and a regional laboratory in 
Geita to assist miners in sample 
testing, he said. John Bina, the 
president of the Federation of 
Miners’ Associations in Tanzania 
(FEMATA), appealed for granting 
tax exemptions on gold mining 
equipment purchased by small-
scale miners.

In a recent meeting in the 
capital, small-scale miners and 
traders agreed to withhold 20 
percent of gold destined for thej 

central bank, demanding that 
BoT scales up support for miner-
als refining industries.

Martin Shigela, the Geita re-
gional commissioner, stated that 
last year the exhibition brought 
350 participants from within 
and outside the country, while 
this year participation rose to 
856, with 3,301 licenses issued 
for small-scale miners.

“A total of 7bn/- has been allo-
cated by the government to pro-
vide electricity to areas where 
small-scale miners have pro-
duced over 16,262 kilogrammes, 
with sales worth 2.2trn/-,” he 
added.

‘Mineral sales earned 56pc of forex’

Govt issues UN-based guidelines for special investment companies
punlished a ational guideline 
for seveloping and financing 
income-generating infrastruc-
ture investments as a user 
guide for local government au-
thorities 

A schematic overview of the 
2021 instrument envisaged the 
institution of municipal bond is-
suance processes, where the link 
with the central government as 
overall guarantor on risk-related 
matters remained somewhat in 
abeyance.

Key officials say the guide is 
now a new reference tool for 
local government authorities 
(LGAs) and state-owned enter-
prises, providing a step-by-step 
technical guidance on how to 
establish and manage viable and 
strategic income-generating in-
frastructure projects using such 
companies.

  It will address the current 
LGAs’ challenge of managing 
commercial infrastructure in-
vestments in relation to govern-
ance, operations and financial 

management, the document af-
firms in its overview.

Top Treasury officials as well 
as Regional Administration 
and Local Governments in the 
President’s Office (PO-RALG) ac-
companies the UNCDF countryi 
office for the launch here on Sa-
tuiday, preceded by a two-day 
training.

It involved 72 adminustrators 
from nine regions and 16 munic-
ipal or district authorities, with 
the training conducted by Treas-
ury experts, where PO-RALG .

permanent secretary Adolf 
Ndunguru underlined the need 
for capacity building.

He said that critical capacity 
building support is needed by 
local authorities on how to use 
the guideline to ensure there is 
sufficient understanding and 
that the intended objectives are 
achieved.

“Since 2017/18, the govern-
ment has invested a total of 
294.96bn/- in 46 strategic pro-
jects, 26 of which have been 
completed,’ he stated, elaborat-
ing that most LGAs find it diffi-

cult to operate existing strategic 
investments in a financially self-
sustainable manner.

The key challenges are limited 
project management guidelines, 
delays, political interference, in-
experienced personnel, limita-
tions in financial management 
and other weaknesses, he ex-
plained..

The government has intro-
duced the guideline to provide 
key procedures and standards 
to be observed by LGAs in set-
ting up and operating project 
companies at the district level, 
he specified.

He described the guide;ine 
as embracing new government 
thinking and innovative ways 
of strengthening local fiscal au-
tonomy, asserting that it should 
therefore be used by all LGAs, 
including boards and manage-
ments of the companies to be 
formed.

The government hopes that 
the guide will enhance LGAs’ 
technical capability to manage 
strategic income-generating 
investments and result in in-

creased own-sources revenue 
and improved service delivery, 
he stated.

He expressed satisfaction with 
the UN agency for the collabora-
tion, with technical and financial 
support in developing the guide-
line, as well as subsequent train-
ing for members of regional sec-
retariats and local authoritieson 
its practical application.

Teasury acting permanent 
secretary John Natu noted that 
the government has been fund-
ing the construction and imple-
mentation of investment infra-
structure to enhance revenue 
by disbursing funds, including 
those for strategic projects.

  “However, experience has 
shown that LGAs face various 
challenges in managing these 
projects, particularly in opera-
tional areas and financial man-
agement,” he said, affirming the 
bneed to set up a robust frame-
work for specialized companies 
to manage and operate projects.

Thisi is among solutions initi-
ated to address these challenges, 
with a vew to enabling effective 

project implementation to 
achieve the desired objectives 
of the government, he said.

The government hopes that 
this guideline will strengthen 
the technical capacity of LGAs 
in managing investment pro-
jects aimed at increasing reve-
nue, improve the own sources 
of revenuess and enhance ac-
countability, he elaborated.

Peter Malika, the UNCDF 
country director, said that 
UNCDF has prioritized its sup-
port towards attainment of the 
country’s objectives by work-
ing with the government to 
help build national capacities 
and investing in local develop-
ment.

The Special Purpose Vehi-
cle guide will set standards 
and empower cities, state-
owned enterprises and local 
authorities to use appropriate 
governance arrangements to 
enhance project operations, 
quality service delivery, in-
creased private sector engage-
ment and boost local develop-
ment, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1
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Today, from just one cage, they 
will harvest about 4,000 fish, 
generating more than 30m/-. This 
brings hope and proves that in-
vestment in Lake Victoria through 
cage farming is significant. This 
initiative will help reduce illegal 
fishing by providing alternative 
employment opportunities

�e Board of Directors, Management and Staff of Zanzibar Ports Corporation (ZPC) 
join Her Excellency Samia Suluhu Hassan, and all Tanzanians to commemorate the 
25st Anniversary of the death of  our beloved Father of the Nation, Mwalimu Julius 

Kambarage Nyerere who passed away on 14th October, 1999

Mwalimu was a great statesman who served Tanzania and Africa with unquestionable 
dedication and humility, His endeavors to maintain peace, unity and justice in 

Tanzania will be cherished for generations to come.

Also we pray to God to rest his soul in eternal peace.

25 YEARS OF 
ANNIVERSARY

��������������������������������������
������

Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere

ZANZIBAR PORTS CORPORATION (ZPC)

" PORT FOR BLUE ECONOMY FOR ZANZIBAR PROGRESS."

Iqbal Ahmed, Vice President of India’s Metropolis Laboratories for East Africa, speaks at a meeting for specialist doctors and hospital owners 
held in Dar es Salaam at the weekend.  Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Correspondent Emmanuel Onyango

TANZANIA’S financial inclusion rate stands at 78 
percent, according to findings of a recent study by 
the Bank of Tanzania (BoT).

Emmanuel Tutuba, BoT Governor, made this ob-
servation in the company of Dr Baghayo Saqware, 
Tanzania Insurance Regulatory Authority (TIRA) 
commissioner, at a regional financial flows compat-
ibility meeting in Zanzibar recently.

The meeting brought together members of the 
Committee of Insurance, Securities and Non-Bank-
ing Financial Authorities (CISNA) from 16 member 
states of the Southern African Development Com-
munity (SADC), seeking to intensify legislative ef-
forts to enhance regional integration by harmoniz-
ing operations of financial systems.

During the meeting, CISNA members adopted 
a model regulatory framework drawn up by BoT 
experts and the CISNA secretariat, intended to 
combat financial crime, aided by dubious business 
practices in the region.

Kenneth Matomola,  chief executive officer and 
registrar of non-bank financial institutions in Na-
mibia and CISNA committee chairman, said that 
the mechanisms established are intended to com-
bat financial crimes that have become increasingly 
prevalent, including cross-border money launder-
ing and terrorism financing.

The proposed collaboration aims to expand mar-
kets, create jobs, and drive economic growth within 
the region, facilitating integration with trade part-
ners across the African continent, including coun-
tries within the East African Community (EAC).

Matomola said that the harmonization process 
will enhance cooperation in regulating insurance, 
capital markets, micro-finance, and non-banking 
financial services, which currently lack efficiency 
in the SADC region.

The committee also addressed the challenges 
posed by climate change to agriculture and trade, 
noting the rising frequency of extreme weather 
events affecting countries in Africa and beyond.

CISNA members stressed the need to incorpo-
rate the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
into their operations, aiming to develop financial 
products that promote environmental sustainabil-
ity.

Earlier this year, SADC Finance and Investment 
Ministers convened in Johannesburg, South Af-
rica, where they recommended operationalizing 
compatible financial systems to facilitate smooth 
transfer of funds between member countries. This 
compatibility will support effective action against 
money laundering and terrorism financing as out-

Financial inclusion level 
stands at 78pc, says BoT

lined in Annex 12 of the 
SADC Protocol on Fi-
nance and Investment.

The ministers called 
for the initiative to be 
monitored by a select 
group with members 
from each country to 
ensure effective and 
proportional regional 
action in line with 
SADC protocols.

The four-day meet-
ing was inaugurated 
by Ali Suleiman Ameir, 
Zanzibar Minister of 
State in the President’s 
Office, on behalf of 
Finance Minister Dr 
Mwigulu Nchemba. He 
said that Tanzania’s 
major exports and im-
ports within the SADC 
region include gold, 
coffee, cashew nuts 
and cotton. The most 
traded products in 
the market comprise 
gold, tobacco, wheat 
flour, and carbonated 
drinks, alongside ce-
ramic goods, fish, glass, 
cement, soap, footwear, 

Fish farmers under BBT-YIA 
drive begin harvesting tilapia 
By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

EXECUTION of the Building a Better Tomorrow: 
Youth Initiative for Agribusiness (BBT-YIA) pro-
gramme in Mwanza Region has begun to bear fruit 
as beneficiaries engaged in fish farming commence 
harvesting.

This was said at the weekend during the first phase 
of tilapia harvesting attended by Livestock and Fish-
eries Minister Abdallah Ulega. 

The event took place at the TWIHAME Youth Group 
which operates fish farming through cages at Kisoko 
area of Luchelele Ward in Nyamagana District.

During the event, Ulega expressed gratitude to the 
government for providing approximately 2.2bn/-, 
enabling 11 youth groups to engage in fish farming at 
Kisoko. The youth have invested in over 100 cages in 
the area.

“Today, from just one cage, they will harvest about 
4,000 fish, generating more than 30m/-. This brings 
hope and proves that investment in Lake Victoria 
through cage farming is significant. This initiative 
will help reduce illegal fishing by providing alterna-
tive employment opportunities,” he said.

One beneficiary, Omary Mangu, who serves as sec-
retary of the beneficiaries in Nyamagana District, ex-
pressed gratitude to the government for the interest-
free loan that enabled them to pursue fish farming.

He noted that they have begun to see the benefits 
of this support.

On September 25, 2024, youth from another group, 
Nguvu Kazi, harvested 13.37 tonnes from six cages 
and after selling their catch, earned over 100m/-.

On January 30 this year, during her visit to Mwanza, 
President Samia Suluju Hassan launched a project in-
volving provision of 222 cages and 160 boats in loan 
to fishermen nationwide to enable them conduct 
their activities productively and improve income.
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Indian diagnostics service firm seeking partnerships
By Correspondent James 

Kandoya

ONE of India’s leading 
diagnostics service provid-
ers has expressed commit-
ment to partnering with 
the government and pri-
vate health service provid-
ers to address critical gap 
in laboratory services.

Dr Rameez Patvegar, 
clinical pathologist and 
head of technical opera-
tions at Metropolis, made 
the pledge at the weekend 
during a meeting with doc-

tors, laboratory experts 
and hospital owners where 
he outlined comprehen-
sive services that Metropo-
lis offers.

During the meeting, Dr 
Patvegar shared insights 
into the new technologies 
employed by Metropolis, 
which enhance their abil-
ity to deliver accurate re-
sults.

He emphasised the ur-
gent need for the health 
sector to utilise Metropo-
lis diagnostic laboratories 
and collaborate to rapidly 
expand essential services 

across various regions.
He noted that Metropo-

lis is the only facility in 
Tanzania providing over 
3,000 specialised tests for 
patients with cancer, al-
lergies and genetic-related 
conditions.

“We have made signifi-
cant investments in qual-
ity. It’s not just about test-
ing; it’s about delivering 
excellence. Our reports are 
highly accurate and afford-
able. We see a substantial 
gap in healthcare services 
in Tanzania and we are 
committed to filling that 

void,” he said.
He said that in India, 

Metropolis has invested 
heavily in the public sector 
and called on local stake-
holders and the Tanzanian 
government to partner 
with them to ensure their 
services meet international 
quality standards.

“Most of our laboratories 
worldwide are accredited 
and comply with the same 
standards, allowing us to 
provide superior services 
compared to other facili-
ties. Many local laborato-
ries struggle due to limited 

networks or a lack of ex-
pertise but we offer top-tier 
expertise,” he said.

Metropolis Country Head 
Imtiaz Shaikh emphasised 
the laboratory’s expansive 
reach, noting that it is cur-
rently present in seven 
countries with over 70 
branches and plans to open 
an additional 50.

Shaikh underscored the 
importance of enrolling 
Tanzanians in the National 
Health Insurance Fund 
(NHIF) to alleviate the fi-
nancial burden of out-of-
pocket healthcare expens-

es.
“Among those seeking 

services, very few are en-
rolled in health insurance. 
It’s crucial that we advocate 
for our people to register 
with NHIF to ensure access 
to necessary healthcare 
services,” he said.

He said through the ini-
tiatives, Metropolis aims 
not only to enhance labo-
ratory services but also 
to positively contribute 
to the overall healthcare 
landscape in Tanzania, ul-
timately improving patient 
outcomes. 

By Correspondent Christina 
Mwakangale

MORE than 90 out of 900 pa-
tients who received eye treatment 
last week in Chalinze, Coast Re-
gion, underwent surgeries for vari-
ous conditions, including cataract. 

The free treatments were offered 
at Chalinze Health Centre through 
collaboration between Muhimbili 
National Hospital (MNH)-Mlogan-
zila and Republic of Korea’s Vision 
Care Institute.

Dr Audrey Mwashilemo, an oph-
thalmologist at MNH-Mloganzila, 
stated that out of the 900 patients 
screened, over 90 underwent sur-
geries for different eye conditions. 
She mentioned that some patients 
were diagnosed with various vi-
sion problems and were provided 
with treatment, medication and 
eyeglasses tailored to their specific 
needs.

“We commend the people for re-
sponding to the call and attending 
this camp. We’ve seen people com-

ing from Kilimanjaro, Morogoro, 
Arusha, Iringa, Mbeya and Dar es 
Salaam regions,” she said.

Some attendees expressed their 
gratitude to MNH and Chalinze MP 
Ridhiwani Kikwete for facilitat-
ing the free medical services, and 
urged them to continue bringing 
such services to the people.

The free eye screening and treat-
ment coincided with World Sight 
Day, which is celebrated annually 
on the second Wednesday of Oc-
tober. This year’s theme was “Love 
Your Eyes, Encourage Your Child to 
Love Their Eyes.”

Over 90 undergo surgery at free 
eye treatment camp in Chalinze 

Dr Wilson Mahera, Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Education, Science and Technology ministry, addresses pre-school teachers in Dar es Salam 
yesterday on the implementation of a national project meant to improve teaching and learning conditions. Photo: Correspondent Grace Mwakalinga

We commend the 
people for respond-
ing to the call and 
attending this camp. 
We’ve seen people 
coming from Kiliman-
jaro, Morogoro, Aru-
sha, Iringa, Mbeya 

By Special Correspondent   

PROTECTION of in-
sects is crucial for the 
survival of migratory 
birds facing numerous 
threats, including pol-
lution, climate change 
and habitat loss, a senior 
United Nations official 
said at the weekend dur-
ing the World Migratory 
Bird Day.

Musonda Mumba, 
secretary general of the 
Convention on Wetlands, 
said that insects are a 
critical food source for 
migratory birds, helping 
them endure their long 
journeys in search of 
nesting sites.

“Insects are not just 
source of food, but a life-
line for migratory birds 
on their long journeys,” 
Mumba said in a video 
message to mark World 
Migratory Bird Day, 
which is marked twice 
every year on May 14 and 
October 12

“Migration birds often 
synchronize their mi-
gration with peak abun-
dance of insects, relying 
on them for nourishment 
during stop-overs,” she 
added.

The theme of 2024 
World Migratory Bird Day 
“Protect Insects, Protect 
Birds” underscores the 
symbiotic relationship 
between the two species 
and the need to raise 
awareness on threats fac-
ing them such as habitat 
destruction, pollution 
linked to pesticides and 
herbicides, urbanization, 
and mining activities.

UN official says 
protecting insects 
key to survival of 
migratory birds
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Strong Japanese Yanmar 3.0L Diesel Engine
4.8m Lifting height, Triplex Mast,  Side shifter  option.
1 .2m Long forks, and backrest, Suspension Seat for
operator comfort. All lights, including  audible reverse
alarm. 
2000hrs/1 2months warranty whichever comes first.
Offer  comes  with Free service parts and labour for
1 000hrs whichever comes first.
Terms and Condition applied 

Contact Us 

FOR ONLY
€21,000.

VAT
EXCLUSIVE  

www.achelis.co.tz

Hyster 3ton Diesel Operated Forklift with   
FOR KLIFT

By Guardian Correspondent, Kilombero

DEPUTY Speaker of the National 
Assembly Mussa Zungu has urged 
farmers and stakeholders in sugar 
industry to invest in modern tech-
nology and innovation to boost 
production.

Officiating the Kilombero sugar-
cane farmers’ day which was held 
at Kidatu in Kilombero District, 
Morogoro Region at the weekend, 
Zungu called upon famers and 
stakeholders to invest in acquiring 
new technology and innovation to 
improve their yields, work more ef-
ficiently and achieve self-sufficien-
cy.

Kilombero sugarcane farmers’ 
day went hand in hand with a 
three-day exhibition where sugar-
cane farmers had an opportunity 
to interact with stakeholders in the 
subsector to acquire new ideas to 
help them boost their production.

The exhibitions showcased a 
wide range of farming equipment, 
quality seeds, proper fertilizer us-
age and various methods for dis-
ease and pest control in sugarcane.

“I have learned that this year’s 
theme ‘Empowering cane farmers 
through technology and innova-
tion: A path to increase productiv-
ity and sugar sufficiency’ also in-
sists on farmers and stakeholders 
to invest heavily in the two areas,” 
he said.

Zungu commended the ongoing 
Kilombero Sugar factory expan-
sion project, urging the factory 
management to increase sugar 
supply for the country to be self-
sufficient in sugar.

“I am impressed by the progress 
made on the expansion project. I 
urge the company to increase its 
efforts to cover gaps caused by 
slow progress during rainy sea-
son,” he said.

“I am also happy with the good 
relations that Kilombero Sugar has 
with farmers, stakeholders and the 
surrounding community as the 
best way to live. The surrounding 
community means a lot to your 
business.” 

Speaking about the factory ex-
pansion whose construction has 
reached over 90 percent, Kilomb-
ero Sugar Director of Communica-

Zungu for modern technology 
to accelerate sugar production  

National Assembly deputy speaker Mussa Hassan Zungu (in sunglasses) interacts with sugarcane farmers and other sugar industry stakeholders at 
Kidatu in Kilombero District, Morogoro Region, on Saturday when gracing a Sugarcane Farmers’ Day event. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Centre gets supplies to assist parents, children awaiting treatment at MNH
By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

IN celebrating eight years of op-
eration, HaloPesa Tanzania has 
donated various food and house-
hold supplies to the Association of 

Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus in 
Tanzania (ASBAHT) based in Dar 
es Salaam.

Handing over the donation at 
the weelend, Magesa Wandwi, 
HaloPesa acting director, said that 

the donation was a gesture of car-
ing for their customers, especially 
children with special needs.

“We decided to offer support to 
children and parents at the cen-
tre as a way of showing apprecia-

tion and giving back to the Tanza-
nian society,” he said, adding that 
HaloPesa recognized the needs 
of parents and children residing 
at the center also known as the 
House of Hope while they await 
treatment.

"As HaloPesa, coming to this 
center is a great opportunity for 
us. As a society, we ensure that we 
contribute to the wellbeing of these 
children in their daily lives," Wand-
wi said, stressing that HaloPesa be-
lieves children with special needs 
are the future and legacy of Tan-
zania, and every institution has a 
responsibility to support them.

"As the name of the center 

'House of Hope suggests, parents 
and children here need comfort 
and various forms of assistance to 
restore their hope and help them 
feel that they are part of the soci-
ety despite health challenges they 
face," he added.

Fatuma Ali, one of the parents 
whose child suffers from hydro-
cephalus, expressed gratitude to 
HaloPesa for recognizing and ad-
dressing challenges they face in 
raising their children. She urged 
stakeholders from different sectors 
to follow the example.

 “Our center is not permanent; 
we urge stakeholders to help us 
secure a permanent home. This 

would greatly benefit parents, es-
pecially those from rural areas 
seeking hospital services. Travel 
expenses are a burden as some 
parents come for treatment only 
to be asked to return 14 days lat-
er," said Ali who serves as Deputy 
Chairperson of ASBAHT at the na-
tional level.

She added that parents from ru-
ral areas often struggle to afford 
travel to Muhimbili National Hos-
pital which is why they established 
the centre where parents and their 
children can stay while waiting for 
treatment. Families from 10 differ-
ent regions in Tanzania Mainland 
and Zanzibar use the facility.

By Getrude Mbago

SINGIDA Urban leg-
islator Mussa Sima has 
urged the government 
to take to the Parlia-
ment the revised Mar-
riage Bill for it to be 
debated and approved 
to further enhance 
protection of girls in 
the country.

The current Mar-
riage Act of 1971 allows 
girls as young as 15 to 
get married with pa-
rental consent while 
boys cannot get mar-
ried before attaining 
the age of consent, 18. 

Sima (pictured) spe-
cifically wanted the 
Ministry of Constitu-
tion and Legal Affairs 
along with the Min-
istry of Community 
Development, Gender, 
Women and Special 
Groups to expedite the 
exercise as the law’s 
amendment is vital 
to enabling girls to 
achieve their full po-
tential.

The lawmaker who 
also serves as vice 
chairman of the Parlia-
mentary Committee on 
Education, Culture and 
Sports made the ap-
peal in Dar es Salaam 
at the weekend during 
commemoration of In-
ternational Day of the 
Girl Child, organised 
by Tanzania Education 
Network (Ten/Met) 
and attended by girls 
and stakeholders from 
various regions.

“There is currently 
much confusion sur-
rounding the appropri-
ate age for girls to mar-
ry. Ten/Met and other 
stakeholders have 
shown commitment to 
drive change and en-
sure girls achieve their 
dreams by advocating 
for their protection 
against violence and 
abuse. As legislators, 
we await the bill to fur-
ther back the efforts 
and support develop-
ment of the girl child,” 

MP wants revised marriage bill to 
be passed to check child marriage

he said.
He further acknowledged the govern-

ment’s role in supporting the dreams of 
both girls and boys through provision of 
fee-free basic education and implemen-
tation of various programmes to pro-
mote development.

“The government has provided guid-
ance and policies to enable girls to re-

turn to school after dropping out due to 
various reasons, including pregnancy,” 
he added.

Martha Makala, Ten/Met national 
coordinator, stated that as education 
stakeholders, they are committed to 
educating the society to ensure children 
return to school and receive their right 
to education.

She emphasised that everyone in 
society, including parents and the gov-
ernment, should create a supportive 
learning environment for girls, includ-
ing providing meals at school to boost 
attendance and academic performance.

Foudhiat Simba, one of the girls, stat-
ed that the International Day of the Girl 
Child is crucial as it provides them with 
a platform to highlight the challenges 
they face to the relevant authorities for 
them to be addressed.

“As young girls, we face many chal-
lenges that hinder us from achieving our 
goals but we are grateful for the efforts 
of stakeholders who work tirelessly to 

tions and Public Relations Derick 
Stanley said once completed, it will 
double the company's sugar pro-
cessing capacity by producing an 
additional 144,000 tonnes of sugar 

per year.
The new factory will also have 

more than double the amount of 
cane sourced from growers.

“Our goal is to support the gov-

ernment’s efforts in ensuring self-
sufficiency in sugar through locally 
produced sugar. Apart from strate-
gies for internal efficiency, we are 
working with various stakeholders 

to provide growers with education 
on best farming practices and oth-
er technical and financial support 
to improve their yield per acre.”, 
he said.
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Bulyanhulu Gold Mine (“the Company”), a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation, which is ultimately 
owned by Barrick Gold Corporation and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania requests the 
submission of Quotes from reputable, experienced, certified, and qualified parties to provide the following:

Non-flameproof HP 300T Extractor Specifications:

Key documents                                                       
• Clear and detailed Quotation
• Company registration documents i.e. Certificate of incorporation, business license, TIN, VRN, Tax Clearance 

Certificate etc.
• A written statement indicating Tanzanian ownership percentage, Tanzanian management and below 

management employment percentage to determine classification as an Indigenous Tanzanian Company as 
per the Local Content Regulation, 2018;

• Applicable certification, accreditation, affiliated registrations, and letter of dealership as required.
• Approved Local Content Plan or acknowledgement of submission from the Mining Commissioner.

Submission of Quotes
- Please submit your quotes via email to bulytender@barrick.com. 
- The reference “BUL-RFQ-24-10-01 – SUPPLY OF NON-FLAMEPROOF HP 300T EXTRACTOR” must be quoted 

in the subject line of the email.

NB: The Company reserves the right to invite any other supplier(s) who did not submit a quote through this 
advertisement
If you do not hear from us in 21 days after the deadline date, please consider your bid/quote unsuccessful.

Key Dates
• Last date to submit quotes: 21st October 2024

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Limited

Advertisement
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

BUL-RFQ-24-10-01 – SUPPLY OF NON-FLAMEPROOF HP 300T 
EXTRACTOR

Envelope Dimensions                                         Remote Control (Transmitter) 
Maximum Length                      6943 mm                              Housing Style:        Ergonomically designed housing, belly  
Max Height (Travelling)             2476 mm                                                             belt style operation                                                            
Max Height (Seam Mode)         5865 mm                              Weight:                  1.9Kg                                
Min Height (Seam Mode)          2870 mm                              Dimensions:           Height: 165 mm 
Maximum Width                        2873 mm                                                            Width: 312 mm 
Ground Clearance (Travelling)  212 mm                                                              Depth: 170 mm 
Mass                                          19500 Kg                              Environmental       
Pulling Force                              300 Ton                                Protection:               IP65 
Operational Pressure (Max)       180 Bar                                Operation Time;       Up to 20 Hrs continuous transmission 
Cyl Pressure (Max underload)    400 Bar                               Typical Operating     
                                                                                Range:                     Approximately 100 m 
                                                                                Response Time:       Less than 100 msec 
Capacities                                                                                 
                                                                                                  ELECTRICS 

Pulling Capacity (Max)           300 Ton                                       Motor Power:         22Kw Nom 
                                                                                 Input Source:         1000V, 50Hz, AC 
Frame and Body                                                     Lights:                3 x Double Fluorescent Lights 
Chassis               FESA Designed Chassis                                                            2 x S 312 Flp Lights 
                            Heavy Duty Fabricated                                                               220V AC 
                            Beam Construction                                       Overload 
                            Corrosion Protected                                     Protection:             Circuit Breakers & Earth Leakage 
Central Lubrication Facility 
 
Wheels and Hubs 
Hubs               Buffalo Brake Hub 
Tyres              1400 x 24 Solid Tyres 
Rims               H/Duty with Internal Lock Ring 
 
 
                     Hydraulic Circuit 
Pump                              Two Stage Gear Pump 
Roof Cylinders                Telescopic Extension with Swivel Mushroom Head 
Pull Cylinders                  Double Acting, Single Stage 
Wheel Lift Cylinders        Double Acting with Accumulator Back-up for Suspension 
Roof Tilt Cylinders           Double Acting with Individual Control 
Operation                         Radio Remote Control 
 
Brakes 
Park/Emergency Brake     Oil Emersed Spring Applied Hydraulic Release

Advertisement
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

BUL-RFQ-24-10-02 – SUPPLY OF ADEPT CONVEYORS 
GRAVITY CORE TRAYS ROLLER RACKING

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine (“the Company”), a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation, which is ultimately owned by 
Barrick Gold Corporation and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania requests the submission of Quotes from 
reputable, experienced, certified, and qualified parties to provide the following:

Adept Conveyors Gravity Core Trays Roller Racking Specifications:

Key documents                                                  
• Clear and detailed Quotation
• Company registration documents i.e. Certificate of incorporation, business license, TIN, VRN, Tax Clearance Certificate 

etc.
• A written statement indicating Tanzanian ownership percentage, Tanzanian management and below management 

employment percentage to determine classification as an Indigenous Tanzanian Company as per the Local Content 
Regulation, 2018;

• Applicable certification, accreditation, affiliated registrations, and letter of dealership as required.
• Approved Local Content Plan or acknowledgement of submission from the Mining Commissioner.

Submission of Quotes
- Please submit your quotes via email to bulytender@barrick.com. 
- The reference “BUL-RFQ-24-10-02 – SUPPLY OF ADEPT CONVEYORS GRAVITY CORE TRAYS ROLLER RACKING” must be 

quoted in the subject line of the email.

NB: The Company reserves the right to invite any other supplier(s) who did not submit a quote through this advertisement.

If you do not hear from us in 21 days after the deadline date, please consider your bid/quote unsuccessful.

Key Dates
Last date to submit quotes: 21st October 2024

Bulyanhulu Gold Mine Limited

Equipment Schedule
•  80 Off – 3000mm long sections
•  84 Off – Adjustable height support standard 

Gravity Roller Conveyors Frames (TRAY ROLLER RACKING)
• 90mm x 30mm x 2.5mm C Channel Side Frames.
• 30mm x 30mm x 5mm Angle Cross Braces - Welded. Butting 

Plate Connections to join sections.
• Width: 546mm Inside Frame (606mm Wide Overall).
• Finish: Painted Enamel Finish – Regal Blue Hammertone.

Rollers
•  50.8mm Diameter x 1.6mm Wall Galv Tube Rollers. 

ML11High Quality Semi Precision German Bearings (Zinc 
Plated Pressed Metal Housings with Carbon Chrome Steel 
Caged Balls)

•  9.5mm Diameter Round & D Bright Mild Steel Shafts Spring 

Loaded. Roller Pitch: 237mm
Orientation Rail
•  Folded Sheetmetal Orientation Rail (Camera track)
•  Painted Enamel Finish – Regal Blue Hammertone. Fixed To 

One Side of All 3000mm x 606mm Conveyors

Adjustable Height Support Stands
•  Height: 1000mm Top of Roller (Adjustable for Installation).

Construction 
50mm x 50mm x 3mm RHS Uprights. 50mm x 50mm x 3mm 
RHS Cross Braces - Welded. 

Unistrut Inserts c/w Spring Nuts for Height Adjustment. Zinc 
Plated Quadrant Plates.

Call for urgent measures to control mental health crisis
By Correspondent James Kandoya

HEALTH stakeholders have high-
lighted the urgent need for action to 
combat the rising mental health chal-
lenges affecting individuals and com-
munities nationwide.

Dr Gunini Kamba, acting Dar 
es Salaam Regional Medical Offic-
er,  made the call during a walkathon 
held at the weekend to honour World 
Mental Health Day under the theme 
"Mental Health at Work".

The event organized by the Aga 
Khan Hospital in collaboration with 
Lisa Jensen Foundation and Ser-
ena Hotel  aimed to raise awareness 
about mental health issues.

Dr Kamba emphasized that safe 
and healthy working environments 
can serve as protective factors for 
mental wellbeing.

 He pointed out that regular physi-
cal activity can help prevent non-
communicable diseases, including 
mental health conditions, urging at-

tendees to engage in exercise.
“In recent years, we have wit-

nessed a growing awareness of men-
tal health issues; however, they re-
main misunderstood and neglected, 
particularly in regions like ours. As a 
regional medical officer, I have seen 
how mental health conditions affect 
not only individuals but also families 
and entire communities. It is time for 
us to prioritize mental health with 
the same urgency as physical health, 
fostering a supportive environment 
where everyone feels safe to seek 
help,” Dr. Kamba stated.

Belinda Nyapili from Marcus Mwe-
mezi Foundation echoed the critical 
importance of mental health, calling 
for open discussions to break the si-
lence surrounding the issues.

 “We need to talk openly to break 
the stigma in workplaces and homes,” 
she said.

Sisawo Konteh,CEO of Aga Khan 
Health Service Tanzania,   com-
mended people's enthusiastic par-

ticipation, which demonstrated a 
collective commitment to addressing 
mental health challenges.

 “We strive to eliminate the stigma 
surrounding mental health, foster 
greater awareness and empower 
people to seek help they need. This 
walkathon not only engaged the 
community but also reinforced our 
commitment to an integrated ap-
proach that recognizes mental health 
as equally important as physical 
health,” he said.

The World Health Organization 
alongside successive governments 
and partners continue to demon-
strate commitment to health for all.

 However, stigma and discrimina-
tion often prevent individuals with 
mental health conditions from seek-
ing help or maintaining employment.

  Reducing workplace discrimina-
tion through awareness, training and 
engagement with those living with 
mental health conditions is essential 
for creating healthier and more inclu-

sive work environments.
Global statistics show that anxiety 

affects 284 million people, depres-
sion affects 264 million, alcohol use 

disorder affects 107 million and drug 
use disorder affects 71 million indi-
viduals worldwide.

The growing mental health crisis 

calls for immediate action to foster 
understanding, support and resourc-
es for those in need.

Assistant immigration officer Said Mtunguja (back to camera) pictured at Dar es Salaam’s Julius Nyerere Inter-
national Airport at the weekend briefing girls cared for at the Shalom Centre at Kibaha in Coast Region on the 
Immigration Department’s operations at the facility. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

UGANDAN High Commissioner to 
Tanzania Col (rtd) Fred Mwesigye, 
has commended the progress of the 
East African Crude Oil Pipeline (EA-
COP) project.

The project spans from Hoima, 
Uganda, to Chongoleani, Tanzania, 
covering 1,443 kilometers. 

During a visit to Sojo coating yard 
in Nzega District, Tabora Region 
at the weekend, Mwesigye praised 
the project's potential to enhance 
the economies of both Uganda and 
Tanzania by generating jobs and rev-
enues through taxes.

Speaking to journalists, the Ugan-
dan envoy highlighted the project's 
importance in advancing collabora-
tion between Uganda and Tanzania. 

He also underscored the role of 
the Sojo coating yard, where pipes 

are prepared for the underground 
pipeline that will transport crude oil. 
Mwesigye noted that the project is 
making significant progress, having 
evolved substantially from its early 
stages two years ago, with produc-
tion starting in one section of the fac-
tory.

Responding to environmental 
and social concerns raised by critics, 
Mwesigye dismissed them as propa-
ganda, affirming the project's contin-
ued advancement for the benefit of 
East African citizens. He also suggest-
ed that Ugandan and Tanzanian MPs 
visit the site to observe the progress 
for themselves.

Ernest Rubondo, Managing Direc-
tor of Uganda Petroleum Author-
ity, expressed satisfaction with the 
project's progress and praised the 
employment of Tanzanians, many 
of whom will gain valuable skills for 

future projects. He emphasized the 
close cooperation between Uganda 
and Tanzania, exemplified by the in-
volvement of Tanzania's Energy and 
Water Regulatory Authority (EWU-
RA), whose representatives were also 
present during the visit.

Martin Tiffen, the outgoing Manag-
ing Director of EACOP, reassured that 
all international agreements were 
being followed, including compen-
sation of project affected persons. 
He explained that once the pipeline 
is fully laid, efforts will be made to 
restore vegetation, ensuring mini-
mal long-term disruption to people's 
daily lives.

The EACOP project is a collabo-
ration between TotalEnergies (62 
percent stake), energy authorities 
of Tanzania and Uganda (15 percent 
each) and a Chinese company (8 per-
cent).

Envoy lauds EACOP progress in Tanzania
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By Guardian Reporter

THE negative coverage of African af-
fairs, especially by the Western media 
entities, is depriving the continent's 
economies of an estimated $4.2 billion an-
nually, according to a study launched last 
Thursday.

Compiled by Africa Practice, a strate-
gic consulting firm, and Africa No Filter, 
an advocacy lobby, the study blames the 
stereotypical portrayal of the continent 
by Western media for eroding investors' 
confidence and stunting growth.

Titled "The Cost of Media Stereotypes 
to Africa," the study focuses on electoral 
processes in Kenya, Nigeria, South Af-
rica and Egypt and the skewed coverage 
from giant media entities from the Global 
North.

"African countries receive more me-
dia attention during elections, but with 
a disproportionate focus on negative is-
sues like violence and election fraud," the 
study says.

It notes that non-African countries with 
similar risks during the electioneering 
period receive more favorable coverage 
from the Western media, adding that the 
continent could save up to 0.14 percent of 
its gross domestic product (GDP) annu-
ally, subject to positive media sentiment.

According to the study, the $4.2billion in 
losses occasioned by negative media cov-

erage annually could fund the education 
of 12 million African children, and provide 
immunization to over 73 million children, 
higher than the combined populations of 
Angola and Mozambique.

In addition, the funds could help pro-
vide clean drinking water to two-thirds 
of the entire population of Nigeria, the 
most populous country on the continent 
estimated at 220 million people, says the 
study.

Negativity has dominated the discourse 
around African elections, with 88 percent 
of media articles about Kenya during poll-
ing being biased and sensational, com-
pared to only 48 percent for Malaysia, the 
study observes.

Improved media sentiment, accord-
ing to the study, could reduce borrowing 
rates on the continent by up to 1 percent, 
boosting macroeconomic stability and in-
vestors' confidence.

Marcus Courage, chief executive officer 
of Africa Practice, said the study has un-
derscored the urgency to challenge ste-
reotypes about the continent advanced 
by Western media, rooted in racism and 
hegemonic attitudes.

Promoting fairer, unbiased and positive 
reporting about the continent will boost 
its credit rating and attract foreign direct 
investments in key sectors like tourism, 
manufacturing and financial services, 
Courage said.

‘Africa losing $4.2bn annually amid 
biased coverage by Western media’

Nyerere laid strong foundation that benefits Tanzania to date, states JK 
By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

THE confidence Tanzania enjoys 
globally is a result of strong founda-
tion laid under leadership of found-
ing leader Julius Nyerere, retired 
president Jakaya Kikwete has said.

He made the remarks in Coast Re-
gion at the weekend while inaugurat-
ing a symposium dubbed 'Mwalimu 
Nyerere and the Liberation Move-
ment: Reflecting on Solidarity, Lead-
ership, Pan-Africanism and African 
Unity'.

Kikwete said one of the proper 
ways to honour the nation's founder 
is by continuing his development ef-

forts, particularly in good leadership.
"Mwalimu was the kind of a person 

who lived by his words. He dedicated 
his life to the lives of others. We can-
not talk about freedom and develop-
ment in this region of Africa without 
mentioning him as there is still much 
to learn from him. The only way 
to honour him is by doing what he 
taught us during his lifetime," he said.

“Nyerere was a true freedom fight-
er and African patriot, which is why 
the first African liberation symposi-
um was held at the University of Dar 
es Salaam in 1974.”

He further noted the symposium 
that gathered people from various 

countries was also a reflection on 
Mwalimu who proved to the world 
that people can live with mutual re-
spect and that racism, neocolonial-
ism and all forms of social injustices 
can only be fought through unity and 
shared purpose.

He also said that Nyerere remained 
unwavering in his beliefs and never 
lost hope in the fight for the country's 
independence, despite facing chal-
lenges like court trials, fines and be-
ing mocked by colonialists.

"Nyerere went through a lot while 
being questioned and asked to 
choose between his teaching job, 
which provided him a salary or con-

tinuing his struggle for the country's 
freedom," he said.

According to him, the goal was 
to build leadership capacity across 
six friendly parties: CCM (Tanza-
nia), FRELIMO (Mozambique), ANC 
(South Africa), ZANU PF (Zimbabwe), 
SWAPO (Namibia) and MPLA (An-
gola) in collaboration with the Com-
munist Party of China.

He urged leaders to dispel the no-
tion that the school belongs to a par-
ticular party, stressing that it serves 
all six liberation movement parties.

Moreover, he insisted that those in 
charge of the school's administration 
should continue to maintain its infra-

structure and resources.  Principal of 
the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leader-
ship School (MJNLS) Prof Marcellina 
Chijoriga said the dialogue aimed to 
honour life of the late Nyerere and 
discuss his contributions to Africa's 
liberation.

Colonel (rtd) Rungemela Lubinga, 
former CCM Secretary for Political 
Affairs and International Relations, 
emphasized the need to teach the 
history of Africa's liberation struggles 
from primary school through to uni-
versities.

Lieutenant General Anselem 
Nhamo Sanyatwe from  Zimbabwe 
praised Mwalimu Nyerere as the ‘Fa-

ther of Africa’ for uniting Africans 
through Kiswahili in the fight for in-
dependence.

He also mentioned Tanzania's ex-
emplary role in welcoming refugees 
from countries such as DR Congo, 
Mozambique, Burundi, Rwanda, and 
Zimbabwe.

He noted that Zimbabwe has start-
ed teaching Kiswahili in schools and 
higher education institutions, creat-
ing opportunities for Tanzanians to 
teach the language there.

Mwalimu Nyerere was Tanzania's 
first President from 1961 until 185 and 
passed away on October 14, 1999 after 
leading the country for 24 years.

Prof Marcellina Chijoriga (R), Principal of the Mwalimu Julius Nyerere Leadership School, pictured at the school’s premises at Kibaha in Coast 
Region at the weekend briefing former President Jakaya Kikwete on a souvenir document she had gifted him shortly after he opened a memo-
rial symposium on: ‘Mwalimu Nyerere and the Liberation Movement: Reflecting on Solidarity, Leadership, Pan-Africanism and African Unity’. 
Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu 
Hassan is today scheduled to 
lead Tanzanians in celebra-
tions to mark the climax of 
the 2024 National Uhuru 
Torch Race and launch of 
Uhuru Torch history book in 
Mwanza Region.

The event goes along with 
the commemoration of the 

25th anniversary of the Fa-
ther of the Nation Mwalimu 
Julius Kambarage Nyerere’s 
death.

Following an inspection 
of the event preparations 
yesterday, Prime Minister 
Kassim Majaliwa expressed 
satisfaction with the arrange-
ments.

“I am pleased with the 
preparations for these cel-

ebrations where our guest of 
honour will be President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan, who will 
guide us through the various 
activities planned for the 
day,” he said.

He instructed Minister of 
State in the Prime Minister’s 
Office (Labour, Youth, Em-
powerment and People with 
Disabilities) Ridhiwan Kik-
wete to collaborate closely 

with the organising committee 
to ensure all final arrangements 
were completed promptly.

Earlier, minister Kikwete pro-
vided an update on the event’s 
preparations, outlining a range 
of activities that would take 
place during the celebrations.

Kikwete noted that President 
Samia would lead a memorial 
service for the late Mwalimu 
Nyerere at St. Francis Xavier 

Catholic Parish at Nyakaho-
ja, Mwanza, set to start at 
7:00am.

Additionally, the President 
would visit Youth Week exhi-
bitions at Furahisha Grounds, 
oversee the climax of Uhuru 
Torch Race and launch the 
book ‘The Philosophy of Uh-
uru Torch’ authored by Job 
Lusinde and edited by Dr Ba-
shiru Ally.

The climax of the Uhuru 
Torch Race will feature a chil-
dren’s parade, musical and 
cultural performances, recitals 
and speeches addressed to the 
nation.

“Moreover, the President 
will present certificates, 
awards and various prizes for 
the 2024 Uhuru Torch Race 
competitions. She will con-
clude the event by receiving 

a report from leader of the 
2024 National Uhuru Torch 
Race and award certificates 
to winners,” Kikwete said.

The event will wrap up 
with President Samia hand-
ing over the National Flag 
and the Uhuru Torch to the 
Chief of Defence Forces, sig-
nifying the next phase of the 
torch’s journey to the sum-
mit of Mount Kilimanjaro.

Samia to launch Uhuru Torch history book on Nyerere Day 

It’s a tricky balancing act for these pupils of Mji Mpya Primary School in Dar es Salaam’s Majohe ward as they cross a wooden makeshift bridge at the weekend on 
their way to school. No one around could recall when the permanent bridge previously in the area was washed away by floodwaters. Photo: Correspondent Sabato 
Kasika

ADDIS ABABA

AFRICAN countries have been urged to intensify ef-
forts to protect the rights and welfare of girls affected 
by conflict across the continent.

The appeal, made by the Africa Platform on Children 
Affected by Armed Conflicts (APCAAC), coincided with 
the global observance of the International Day of the 
Girl Child, which is celebrated annually on Oct. 11.

"In regions ravaged by violence and instability, girls 
often find themselves at the intersection of multiple 
crises, facing heightened risks of displacement, exploi-
tation, and violence," the APCAAC was quoted by an 
African Union (AU) statement issued Friday.

Noting that girls endure the devastating impacts of 
armed conflicts across the continent, the APCAAC said 
ongoing conflicts disrupt their education and develop-
ment and undermine their fundamental rights, aspira-
tions, and potential.

"Today, we call on all stakeholders to acknowledge 
their plight and reaffirm our shared responsibility to 
ensure that their rights are protected, and their voices 
are heard," it said.

Launched in September 2021, the APCAAC is an ini-
tiative of the AU and its partners, bringing together AU 
ambassadors and key child protection stakeholders to 
advocate for the protection of children in humanitar-
ian situations during armed conflicts in Africa.

This year's International Day of the Girl Child was 
commemorated under the theme "Girls' Vision for the 
Future." The APCAAC emphasized the importance of 
addressing the diverse challenges girls face in conflict 
situations and urged AU members, international or-
ganizations, civil society, and community leaders to 
step up and sustain their efforts.

African countries urged to redouble efforts to 
protect rights of girls in conflict situations
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Poor countries stand to benefit from 
US$120 billion in financing by IDA

A LANDMARK agreement was 
expected as international finance 
actors, policymakers, representa-
tives from the private sector and 
civil society were gathering in Abid-
jan, Ivory Coast, towards the end of 
last week.

Senior officials of the host coun-
try plus those of the various wings 
of the African Development Bank 
and consultative agencies linked 
with the United Nations and the 
African Union were readying for 
a series of events aimed at sup-
porting the fundraising campaign 
effectively intended for the Inter-
national Development Association 
(IDA), the World Bank’s soft loans 
window. The event, one of several 
executive-level global meetings 
that activist media group together 
as summits, involves finance minis-
ters and top policy aides including 
bank governors.

Described as the Assembly for 
Africa’s Economic Development, 
this is meant to raise US$120 billion 
for the development of the world’s 
poorest countries, the vast major-
ity in Africa.

That implies something like 
US$2bn on average for each coun-
try, meaning that Tanzania might 
get higher courtesy as it is com-
paratively bigger – but possibly 
land less, owing to its lower middle 
income ranking. What may reduce 
enthusiasm about the conference 
is that the total sum isn’t even 
for African countries but for the 
world’s poor countries, which by 
some definition could as well ex-
clude Tanzania.

With recent reports saying 
that Tanzania has obtained over 
US$3.5bn during the current year 

from tourism, the likely funding 
level from the conference could as 
well be two-thirds of nine months 
tourism earnings if it is placed at 
US$2bn or so.

That would not make much dif-
ference at the budgetary level but 
would stand as revolving funding 
for targeted investments to drive 
change. Doing so would depend 
both on the local level and on the 
part of disbursing agencies, wheth-
er such financing is already sched-
uled as budgetary support.

That would apply even if IDA’s is 
more of a soft loan than budgetary 
aid but still conveys funds in that 
direction. The other parameter is 
how far the donating agencies in-
tend the funds to be spent – that is, 
if it is left to recipients to determine 
how it is used and thus be convert-
ed to budgetary windfall in the sec-
ond part of the financial year.

Thus, it would never be spent 
cushioning banks bent on under-
taking lending for PPP projects to 
enhance capacity.

There have been indications 
from IDA officials that the non-
budgetary dimension would be 
favoured, focusing on the defining 
of financing priorities and ensuring 
adequate support to address the 
challenges facing Africa.

In a clearer manner, one official 
noted the commitment of interna-
tional partners and the promotion 
of private investments as vital to 
achieving key objectives.

Yet some top officials prefer go-
ing for budgetary support, viewing 
social services funding through the 
lens of investments. Striking a com-
mon understanding here would 
mean immense good.

The coming population collapse: Facts, fears…
By Subhash Kak

A generation ago, magazines and 
journals were full of dire warnings 
about runaway global population, a 
future of starvation and famine for mil-
lions, and population-induced climate 
change that would worsen the problem 
of feeding humanity and lead to chaos 
and societal breakdown.

The reality has turned out to be dif-
ferent. The population is decreasing in 
many parts of the world and is expect-
ed to begin falling everywhere in the 
coming decades.

There are scenarios that the world 
population a hundred years on may 
only be one-tenth of what it is now. If 
this were to happen, the world will 
change in unimaginable ways: whole 
regions will be depopulated, current 
political systems will be replaced and, 
in a world with very few children, the 
idea of the family will disappear.

There are several reasons this is hap-
pening. Technology has made birth 
control easy and artificial intelligence 
raises the spectre of machines replac-
ing humans at virtually all jobs so that 
parents do not want to have children 
who will have dim prospects in life.

With the breakdown of the extended 
family, taking care of the child for many 
working parents has become unafford-
able.

There is also a deeper reason. If the 
same spirit is within each person, all 
humanity is family and the old idea of 
extending one’s biological lineage does 
not hold the same power it did for ear-
lier generations.

Falling fertility rate
The total fertility rate (TFR) – that is, 

the number of live children the average 
woman bears in her lifetime – has been 
falling since the 1970s.

It has dropped under the 2.1 thresh-
old (the “replacement rate”, to account 
for infant mortality and sex imbalanc-
es), below which the population will 
fall in more and more countries. This 
decline in the fertility is perhaps the 
most remarkable trend of our times.

The decrease in the TFR below the 
replacement threshold of 2.1 has pro-
ceeded for over half century. In the US, 
the TFR fell to below 2.0 in 1973 and in 
the UK in 1974. In South Korea TFR was 
above 2.0 until 1984; in China until 1991. 
The current fertility rate in Iran is 1.6 
and in India it is 2.0.

It takes a generation after TFR falls 
below 2.1 for population to start dwin-
dling while, with another generation, 
the population collapse is in full swing.

South Korea’s current fertility rate is 
0.68. This means that if the rate doesn’t 
change across generations, a cohort or 
unit of 100 Koreans will have 34 chil-
dren who in turn will have about 12 and 
while in yet another generation it will 
be down to 4.

In three generations – that is 90 years 
– the survivors will be 48 in number: 34 
being 60 years old, 12 being 30 year old, 

and four being young.
In another generation, their 

number will be further down to 16: 
12 being 60 years old and four be-
ing 30 years old.

Despite incentives to women to 
have more children, the South Ko-
rean fertility rate has kept on de-
creasing for the past 16 years.

Demographers call this the “low-
fertility trap” in which once a coun-
try’s fertility rate drops below 1.5, 
it is virtually impossible to turn it 
around.

Incentives have also been tried 
by France, Australia, and Russia 
with similarly disappointing re-
sults.

If the South Korean situation 
is an outlier, let’s consider Japan 
where TFR fell below replacement 
in 1976 while in 2008 the popula-
tion began shrinking.

The current Japanese fertility 
rate of 1.37, which has held steady 
for some time, is perhaps more 
representative of where the rest of 
the world is going.

So, a cohort of 100 Japanese now 
will have 68 children. In the second 
generation, this will lead to 48 chil-
dren, and in three generations to 
33 children.

Counting each generation to be 
about 30 years, the population of 
Japan that will have babies will ap-
proach one-third of the current fig-
ure in about 90 years.

The Indian TFR is currently 2.0. 
In the low scenario, the country’s 
population will shrink by nearly 
500 million in the next 75 years.

China could fall to 1.1 billion peo-
ple in 2050 and 400 million peo-
ple in 2100, which will be a loss of 
about a billion people in a mere 
eight decades. India will shrink by 
about 400 million people during 
the present century.

Although sub-Saharan Africa 
fertility rates remain well above 

the replacement rate, even in this 
region the fertility is expected to 
fall rapidly in the future. The glob-
al TFR, according to the UNPD’s 
medium-variant projection, will 
fall from 2.3 in 2021 to 1.8 in 2100; 
the more radical projections esti-
mate the global population to fall 
to about 4 billion by 2100.

Another longer-term projection 
by Austria’s Wittgenstein Centre 
for Demography sees global fer-
tility approaching 1.3 by the end 
of the 21st century, with male and 
female life expectancy both near 
100, and the median age over 60.

The population will fall to 250 
million by 2200 and it will be un-
der 100 million by 2300.

The future of society
Projections of future world pop-

ulation are based on assumptions 
on future mortality, fertility, migra-
tion and a number of other factors.

Demographers leave out of their 
equation the fundamental changes 
in society due to the permanent 
disappearance of jobs caused by 
robots and AI machines and the 
impact these will have on the hu-
man psyche.

The way we see it, though, the AI 
factor points to an even more dras-
tic population decline than fore-
cast by demographers.

The fragmentation of the tradi-
tional family, pervasive voluntary 
childlessness, the rise in single-
parent homes, and the new normal 
of co-habitation and unmarried 
motherhood have made child-rear-
ing very hard.

We live in the age of narcissism 
where people are not as much 
thinking about raising children 
in extended kinship networks as 
about personal fulfilment and 
sense-gratification.

In East Asia, more women are 
choosing to marry later or not 

marry at all. Many Japanese youths 
show no interest in sex.

There is rise in living together 
outside of marriage, but illegitima-
cy and single parenthood are se-
verely stigmatised. Only 2 per cent 
of births occur outside of marriage 
compared to anything between 30 
and 60 per cent of births in Europe 
and North America.

As populations shrink, the price 
of housing presumably will fall. 
In Japan, the average value of real 
estate is less than half what it was 
in the 1980s and 1990s. There are 
more than 8.5 million abandoned 
homes in rural Japan, while other 
estimates peg the number closer to 
11 million.

Spain has about 4 million empty 
homes, and the numbers in Italy 
are similar. This is the future for 
other countries as well.

One can also see national retire-
ment systems becoming insolvent. 
Typically, pension systems take a 
portion of annual tax revenue and 
distribute it to the retired people.

This works fine when one has 
three or more working age person 
for each retiree for one can tax 
one-fourth of the income and get 
three-fourths of one person’s sal-
ary to distribute to the pensioner.

Japan is approaching one work-
ing age person for each pensioner 
while China will soon have one 
working age person for two pen-
sioners, and clearly these ratios 
are unsustainable. The rest of the 
world will face the same problem 
soon.

The social compact on which 
modern political and economic ar-
rangements rest is already facing 
severe pressures. As the popula-
tion fall becomes extreme, current 
banking and political systems will 
be unsustainable.
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Reaching 2m tourist arrivals shows 
destination’s fairly rapid trajectory

TOP government officials and 
ministerial advisers are still bath-
ing in the uplifting finding that 
over US $3.5 billion was obtained 
in the tourism sector up to the 
start of the fourth quarter of this 
calendar year.

While arriving at two million 
tourist arrivals with a quarter of 
the year to run was cause for some 
celebration, the panache will be 
mitigated on account of the high-
flung expectations earlier in the 
year.

Well before the Covid-19 pan-
demic broke out, the news or 
projection was that the tourism 
authorities expected five million 
arrivals by late 2025, now improb-
able. Much of this scenario and 
how it has been changing over the 
past few years came up for discus-
sion at the 8th edition of the Swa-
hili International Tourism Expo 
(S!TE 2024), where Zanzibar Presi-
dent Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi stood 
in for Union authorities and pro-
filed the laudable achievements 
recorded in three and a half years.

It was heartwarming noting that 
Tanzania had earned the distinc-
tion of being the sixth country 
globally and the leading country in 
Africa in terms of growth in tourist 
numbers. That was the data indi-
cation for up to last month in the 
accounts of world tourism agen-
cies.

Analysts may wish to look at the 
factors behind the rise in the coun-
try’s profile on the basis of these as-
sertions, especially the recognition 
of its wider attractiveness hitherto 
largely confined to the Serengeti 
National Park and Mount Kiliman-
jaro as well as adjacent ecosystems 
and Zanzibar.

There were always hunting par-
ties in the southern circuit like the 
Ruaha and the vast Selous Game 
Reserve. There are also game con-
trolled areas where routine eco-
nomic interaction is wider, and 
will now be noticed more as more 

investments are invited.
There will also likely discussion 

as to whether revenue perfor-
mance in tourism shows that the 
sector is taking a higher profile in 
the country’s economy.

That tourism currently contrib-
uting 17.2 per cent to the gross do-
mestic product doesn’t seem to be 
altogether surprising, suggesting 
that its growth curve is consistent 
with the wider picture and not an 
astronomical performance out of 
nowhere.

Nor is it strange even without 
handy comparative data that tour-
ism accounts for 25 per cent of the 
country’s foreign exchange earn-
ings, similar to supporting over 1.5 
million jobs similarly tied to this 
growth and largely showing a nor-
mal curve.

What is more significant is that 
the country’s ability to lure and 
hook visitors is rising, while it is 
still far from realising its potential 
fully.

As it is, even just in Africa, Tan-
zania is indeed a fast-growing des-
tination but as yet not anywhere 
near the top.

It all shows that we have still 
quite a while to go so that we tie 
up the potential and visitations 
needed for this, which demands 
greater variety of those linking up 
with travel agents abroad or rather 
greater variety in what the agents 
will see.

This transition to being more 
clearly noticeable as a travel des-
tination and not just a curiosity at-
tracting anywhere up to a million 
or so travellers annually at most 
has the danger of being strategi-
cally non-comprehended.

This could mean being absorbed 
into the marketing perspective of 
official agencies, those tasked with 
conservation and those regulating 
tourism first being attributed to 
the historic Royal Tour ‘phenome-
non’  and now infrastructure uplift 
as well as direct flights.
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 By Guardian Reporter

Global food commodity prices 
experienced their sharpest rise 
in 18 months during September, 
driven by increases across all key 
commodity groups, particularly 
sugar, according to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO).

The FAO Food Price Index, 
which monitors monthly changes 
in international prices for a basket 
of widely traded food commodi-
ties, averaged 124.4 points in Sep-
tember, reflecting a 3.0 percent 
rise from August and a 2.1 percent 
increase compared to the same pe-
riod last year.

The sugar price index registered 
the largest increase in September, 
rising by 10.4 percent driven by 
worsening crop prospects in Brazil 
and concerns that India’s decision 
to lift restrictions on sugarcane use 
for ethanol production may affect 
export availabilities from the coun-
try.

The cereal price index increased 
by 3.0 percent during the month, 
led by higher wheat and maize ex-
port prices. 

International wheat prices in-
creased due largely to concerns 

 By Guardian Reporter

The Bank of Tanzania 
(BoT) is projecting an 
economic growth of 5.6 
percent during the third 

quarter of this year, and is pro-
jected to grow at around the same 
pace in the fourth quarter of the 
year, attributed by the increases 
in public and private sector invest-
ments.

The projected growth is bol-
stered by improvements in global 
and domestic economic condi-
tions.

In its monetary policy report 
released at the end of last week, 
the central bank also estimated an 
economic growth of 5.8 percent 
during the second quarter, an in-
crease from 5.6 percent recorded 
during the first quarter.

Contributors of real GDP in-
clude construction, agriculture, 
tourism, financial and insurance 
activities, manufacturing, trade 
and repair as well as transport and 
storage.

In addition, the report says that 
the growth will be reinforced by 
improving agricultural activities 
due to the availability of inputs 
(fertilizers and quality seeds) and 
pesticides, as well as investment in 
irrigation schemes. 

Construction is also expected 
to continue driving growth, owing 
to the construction of SGR, roads, 
airports and residential buildings. 

Furthermore, improving trans-
port logistics through ports, rail-
ways and airways is projected to 
contribute significantly to growth. 

Increasing electricity genera-
tion, particularly from Mwalimu 
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Korogwe town council 
allocates 250m/- loans 
for special group loans

 Korogwe Town Council executive director Mwashabani Mrope. Photo by Cheji Bakari

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Ko-
rogwe

The Korogwe Town Council dis-
bursed a total of 250mn/- during the 
first quarter of the 2024/25 financial 
year to provide loans to special groups. 
This amount represents 10 percent of 
the council’s quarterly revenue.

Mwashabani Mrope, the council’s 
Executive Director, announced this 
recently, stating that the funds were 
disbursed on October 1st to various 
beneficiaries, including people with 
disabilities, youth, and women’s groups.

“The loans were sourced from 
our domestic revenues, and similar 
amounts will be allocated to all groups 
that meet the criteria. I would like to 
emphasize that this allocation is for the 
first quarter of the 2024/25 fiscal year,” 
she explained.

Mrope further clarified that loan ap-
plicants must first submit their applica-
tions through executive officers in their 
respective areas for initial approval. 
Afterward, the applications will be for-
warded to the Town Council’s Com-
munity Development Officer for final 
approval.

One of the beneficiaries, Ally Fungo, 
urged fellow recipients to ensure time-
ly repayment of their loans to allow oth-
ers on the waiting list to benefit as well.

“This money is not ours, but a means 
to support our economic activities. 
Once we succeed, we must repay the 
loans on time so others can also ben-

efit,” he emphasized.
Korogwe Town Council, located in 

the Tanga Region of northeastern Tan-
zania, serves as the administrative and 
commercial hub of Korogwe District, 
which is renowned for its agricultural 
activities and growing infrastructure. 
The town’s strategic location along the 
highway connecting Dar es Salaam to 
northern regions makes it a key transit 
point for trade and transport.

The local economy primarily re-
volves around agriculture, with maize, 
sisal, and fruits like oranges and man-
goes being major crops. The region’s 
fertile land and favorable climate con-
tribute significantly to the livelihoods of 
its residents.

In recent years, Korogwe has experi-
enced gradual improvements in infra-
structure, including roads, schools, and 
healthcare facilities. The main highway 
has further enhanced trade and the 
movement of goods, benefiting local 
businesses.

Additionally, Korogwe’s proximity to 
the Usambara Mountains offers poten-
tial for tourism. The area boasts natural 
attractions such as forests, waterfalls, 
and hiking trails, which attract both lo-
cal and international visitors, contrib-
uting to the town’s economy.

Through its agricultural base and 
strategic position in Tanzania’s trans-
port network, the Korogwe Town 
Council plays a pivotal role in driving 
economic development in the Tanga 
Region.

FAO: September sees biggest food prices hike in 18 months

Sugar price index registered the largest increase in September, rising by 
10.4 percent.

Bank of Tanzania (BoT) office in Dar es Salaam

over excessively wet conditions 
in Canada and the European Un-
ion, though this was partly offset 
by competitively priced supplies 
from the Black Sea region.

World maize prices also 
climbed, influenced by low wa-
ter levels on key transportation 
routes along the Madeira River in 
Brazil and the Mississippi River in 
the United States of America. By 
contrast, the FAO All Rice Price 
Index declined by 0.7 percent, 
partly reflecting generally quiet 
trading activities.

The vegetable oil price index 

increased by 4.6 percent from 
August, with higher quotations 
across the board for palm, soy, 
sunflower and rapeseed oils.

The rise in international palm 
oil prices was due to lower-than-
expected production in major 
Southeast Asian producing coun-
tries, while the rebound in soyoil 
quotations was primarily due to 
lower-than-expected crushings in 
the United States of America.

The dairy price index rose by 
3.8 percent in September, with 
quotations up for whole milk 
powder, skim milk powder, butter 

and cheese.
The meat price index increased 

by 0.4 percent, mainly due to 
higher poultry meat prices driven 
by strong import demand for Bra-
zil’s products. World bovine and 
pig meat prices remained stable, 
while those for ovine meat declined 
slightly from August levels.

FAO raised marginally its forecast 
for global cereal production in 2024 
to 2,853 million tonnes, reflecting 
upward revisions to rice and wheat 
outputs that outweighed a small 
reduction made to global coarse 
grains production.

The new figure, also published in 
the new Cereal Supply and Demand 
Brief, remains moderately below 
the record output of 2023.

World wheat production is ex-
pected to increase by 0.5 percent 
in 2024 from the previous year, as 
improved yield prospects in Aus-
tralia more than compensate for a 
significant cut to the European Un-
ion’s forecast due to excessively wet 
conditions.

By contrast, global production 
of coarse grains is now expected to 
decline by 0.8 percent from 2023, 
with smaller crops in the European 
Union foreseen to outweigh higher 
maize output anticipated in the 
United States of America.

By Francis Kajubi

Three students from vari-
ous universities have won 
cash prizes after emerging 
as the top performers in the 
2024 DSE Scholar Invest-
ment Challenge, organized by 
the Dar es Salaam Stock Ex-
change (DSE).

The DSE awarded medals, 
certificates, and cash prizes 
to the winners. The first-place 
winner received 1.7m/-, the 
second-place winner received 
1m/-, and the third-place win-
ner took home 800,000/-.

Speaking at the awards cer-
emony held on Friday in Dar 
es Salaam, Peter Nalitolela, 
Chief Executive Officer of the 
DSE, said the challenge aims 
to nurture innovative stu-

dents in the fields of capital 
markets and securities invest-
ment. It also seeks to intro-
duce students to stakeholders 
in the stock market, offering 
potential employment or col-
laboration opportunities after 
graduation.

“The challenge is a call to ac-
tion for financial sector stake-
holders, reminding them to 
consider young graduates for 
various emerging opportuni-
ties,” Nalitolela said.

He noted that October 7-13 
was celebrated globally as 
World Investor Week, where 
capital markets authorities 
emphasized responsible prac-
tices and the delivery of qual-
ity services to customers.

The process to identify the 
winners began in September 

2023, with students encour-
aged to participate both as 
individuals and through their 
investment clubs. Four top 
clubs advanced to the finals, 
and the judges are finalizing 
the selection of the three win-
ners. 

Nalitolela highlighted that 
since Tanzania adopted a 
free market economy in the 
early 1990s, initiatives like this 
help promote its continued 
growth.

With approximately 
610,000 current investors in 
Tanzania, Nalitolela said the 
DSE’s strategic plan aims to 
increase this number through 
the use of digital tools. He 
added that today, anyone can 
invest in the stock market 
24/7.

The World Federation of 
Exchanges also supports pub-
lic financial education to help 
achieve financial inclusion for 
all.

This year, 816 students from 
the University of Dar es Sa-
laam (UDSM), the Institute of 
Finance Management (IFM), 
and the College of Business 
Education (CBE) participated 
in the competition.

In previous years, DSE in-
volved all universities in the 
challenge. However, this year, 
the competition featured in-
vestment clubs of at least 20 
students, with mentorship 
provided in collaboration 
with insurance brokers.

Participants in the DSE 
Scholar Investment Challenge 
were each given virtual capi-

tal worth 3m/- to use in secur-
ing securities listed on the on-
line challenge platform.

“They bought shares and, 
upon selling, made profits. 
Every two weeks, they re-
ceived a 2 percent dividend 
on the profits generated from 
their investments,” Nalitolela 
explained.

Erasmus Ishengoma, a 
UDSM student and the sec-
ond-place winner, expressed 
how the competition en-
hanced his knowledge of in-
vesting in the stock market 
and bonds.

“We were given mentors 
who guided us on how to in-
vest in the stock market and 
how to make informed invest-
ment decisions,” he said. 

Nyerere and Rusumo Hydro-
power plants, are expected to 
add impetus to growth.

Despite this positive out-
look, challenges remain, such 
as inflationary pressures, glob-
al economic uncertainty, and 
fluctuating commodity prices.

Headline inflation was 3.1 
percent in the quarter ending 
September 2024 and is pro-
jected to be at around 3.2 per-
cent in the subsequent quarter. 

The stability of consumer 
goods prices in the world mar-
ket, adequate food supply, sta-
ble power supply, and prudent 
monetary and fiscal policies 
are expected to contribute the 
most in containing inflationary 
pressures. 

“The upside risks to the in-
flation outlook include the 
potential disruption of supply 
chains due to geopolitical con-
flicts,” says BoT.

According to the report, pri-
vate sector investment is ex-
pected to expand due to credit 
growth through banks inter-
mediation and microfinance 
lending. 

Tourism and exports of cash 
crops such as cashew nut, to-
bacco, cotton, and coffee are 
expected to be higher than last 
year. Electricity generation, an 
input into manufacturing ac-
tivities, also increased.

However, the report notes 
that the growth of money 
supply slowed slightly in July 

to September 2024 relative to the pre-
ceding quarter. Private sector credit 
growth remained robust, averaging at 
17.1 6 percent, as in the previous quar-
ter. 

The risk on lending remained low, 
reflected by improvement in banks’ 
asset quality, with the NPL ratio de-
creasing to 3.9 percent in August 2024 
from 5.1 percent in the corresponding 
month of 2023. 

Private sector credit growth is ex-
pected to remain high as global and do-
mestic economic conditions continue 
to improve, coupled with supportive 
policies intended to boost economic 
growth. 

Foreign exchange inflows improved 
on account of a seasonal increase in 
tourism and exports of food and cash 
crops. 

The high price of gold in the world 
market also contributed to the foreign 
exchange inflows. The exchange rate 
depreciated at a slower pace of 10.1 per-
cent, year-on-year, in September 2024, 
compared with 12.5 percent in June 
2024. 

Foreign exchange reserves were 
high, amounting to US$5,413.6 million 
at the end of September 2024 from 
US$5,345.5 in June 2024. 

The reserves were more than 4 
months of projected imports, which 
aligned with the country’s require-
ment. 

Meanwhile, the Zanzibar economy is 
also projected to grow at the same high 
levels of 6.4 percent in the outer peri-
ods of the year, driven by transport, 
financial and insurance, and construc-
tion.

Inflation also eased in Zanzibar, 
reaching 5.1 percent in August 2024 
attributed to both food and non-food 
prices and is projected to remain con-
sistent with the target of 5 percent.

Students win cash prizes in DSE scholar challenge

Peter Nalitolela, Chief Executive Officer of the DSE



 By Correspondent Beatrice Philemon

A total of 13,537.9 hectares 
of forest have been desig-
nated as village land forest 
reserves in Kilindi, Handeni, 
and Pangani Districts in the 

Tanga Region. 
This initiative aims to promote 

community-based forest manage-
ment and assist villagers in generat-
ing income to fund local develop-
ment projects.

Peter Mtoro, a community-based 
forest management officer with 
the Tanzania Forest Conservation 
Group (TFCG), spoke last week to 
planning officers, district forest of-
ficers, environmental officers, village 
natural resources committee mem-
bers, livestock officers, agricultural 
officers, community development 
officers, village chairmen, and village 
executive officers across the three 
districts.

Among the designated areas, 
2,304 hectares of forest are allocated 
for sustainable charcoal harvesting. 
Ibrahim reports that 549.1 hectares 
have been set aside in Kilindi Dis-
trict, 695 hectares in Pangani Dis-
trict, and 1,060 hectares in Handeni 
District for this purpose.

This achievement has been made 
possible through a three-year pro-
ject titled “Integrated Forest Bio-
mass Energy Solutions for Tanzania” 
(IFBEST), funded by the European 
Union (EU). The EU has contributed 
a total of 5.4bn/- through the Minis-

try of Finance to enable TFCG and 
the Tanzania Community Forest 
Conservation Network (MJUMITA) 
to implement the IFBEST project.

“We are grateful to the EU for 
providing these funds, which have 
improved land use plans in various 
villages. We have assisted the com-
munity in designating areas for so-
cial services, residential activities, 
housing, agriculture, livestock, vil-
lage land forest reserves, and other 
issues,” he said.

TFCG and MJUMITA have also ad-
vised the community on sustainable 
forest utilization.

Regarding sustainable charcoal 
harvesting, Kilindi District is expect-
ed to produce 185.9 tons per year, 
Pangani 133.2 tons, and Handeni 
233.3 tons of sustainable charcoal.

A total of 32 experts from district 
councils and the Tanzania Forest 
Services (TFS), representing various 
departments, have been trained to 
support communities in establishing 
community-based forest manage-
ment and developing sustainable 
charcoal management and value 
chains.

Additionally, TAFORI will conduct 
research to assess areas degraded by 
human activities and recommend 
suitable tree species for restoration.

With EU funding, TFCG and MJU-
MITA have successfully resolved a 
boundary dispute between Lusane 
and Kitingi villages and established 
the Mapanga village land forest re-
serve. They have also prepared a 

management plan and allocated har-
vesting plots for sustainable char-
coal production.

Damas Lucas, secretary of the Vil-
lage Natural Resources Committee 
in Mseko village, Pangani District, 
expressed his gratitude: “We thank 
God; the community has embraced 
the project. They are now protecting 
the forest and conducting regular 
patrols.”

He noted a significant reduction in 
tree cutting for charcoal production, 
with many individuals who previ-
ously lived in the village conserva-
tion forest moving away. Ongoing 
education about the importance of 
forest conservation and sustainable 
energy harvesting has led to this 

positive change.
“Now you can walk inside the 

forest reserve for 2-3 hours with-
out seeing a motorcycle or a truck 
transporting charcoal to Tanga Port 
for shipment to Zanzibar,” Lucas re-
marked.

Previously, TFCG and MJUMITA’s 
intervention saw 50 to 100 motorcy-
cles transporting charcoal bags from 
Beho Village Land Forest Reserve to 
Tanga Port. Some individuals had 
established settlements, businesses, 
and bars inside the forest reserve 
while engaging in agricultural activi-
ties.

Lucas acknowledged the contri-
butions of the European Union, the 
Ministry of Finance, TFCG, and MJU-

MITA in implementing the IFBEST 
project: “Before their intervention, 
the situation was dire.”

Under the project, members of the 
Village Natural Resources Commit-
tee have received training on forest 
conservation, sustainable charcoal 
harvesting, and guidelines for tree 
cutting. This includes maintaining 
a cutting height of no less than 50 
centimeters, splitting logs for drying, 
and selecting appropriate trees for 
sustainable harvesting.

Augustino Gervas, a Community-
Based Forest Management officer, 
added that a total of 4,799.5 hectares 
of forest has been designated as vil-
lage land forest reserve in Gendagen-
da village in Handeni District. Prior 

to TFCG and MJUMITA’s interven-
tion, this forest had not been desig-
nated as a reserve.

So far, Handeni District has set 
aside a total of 1,060 hectares in 
Mkalamo and Gendagenda villages 
for sustainable charcoal harvesting. 
In Kilindi District, 549.1 hectares 
have been designated in Lusane and 
Mapanga villages.

In Mseko village, efforts have been 
made to empower residents to de-
velop a forest management plan and 
its bylaws for community-based for-
est management, along with a har-
vesting plan.

Elida Fundi, MJUMITA’s good 
governance and advocacy officer, 
expressed appreciation for the Vil-
lage Natural Resources Committee’s 
members and experts from the Pan-
gani District Council for their contri-
butions, which will help formulate 
a comprehensive action plan to en-
hance forest conservation activities.

“Let us continue to collaborate, as 
this is our district. We should seek 
ways to improve forest conservation 
activities, prevent deforestation, and 
allow villagers to benefit from the 
forest resources they have,” she said.

Advocate Agape Fuwe from the 
Pangani District Council thanked 
TFCG and MJUMITA for providing 
essential equipment, including GPS 
devices, a printer, a laptop, and an 
office cupboard. He emphasized the 
importance of utilizing this knowl-
edge effectively to enhance forest 
reserves and reduce degradation.

 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 
Geita

The Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has 
been called upon to collaborate 
with Geita Gold Refinery (GGR) in 
its gold purchasing program, a move 
expected to improve both the qual-
ity and quantity of gold bought by 
the Central Bank.

GGR, the first automated gold 
refinery in Tanzania and the most 
modern in Africa, has been focused 
on benefiting artisanal and small-
scale miners. 

Speaking after visiting the BoT 
pavilion at the ongoing 7th Geita In-
ternational Mining and Technology 
Expo, Professor Godius Walter Kah-
yarara, Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Transport, emphasized 
the importance of this collabora-
tion.

“GGR can help the Bank of Tanza-
nia avoid the risk of acquiring fake 
gold due to their state-of-the-art au-
tomated equipment, which ensures 
thorough quality checks. Partnering 
with GGR will allow BoT to signifi-
cantly enhance the quality of gold it 
procures,” said Prof. Kahyarara.

He also noted that GGR holds a 

license to sell gold globally and is a 
member of the London Bullion Mar-
ket Association (LBMA), highlighting 
its credibility in the international 
gold market.

Prof. Kahyarara further suggested 
that the Central Bank could team up 
with other institutions, such as the 
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA) 
and the National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF), to support small-scale 
miners.

“BoT, TRA, and NSSF can allocate 
at least 500bn/- to support small-
scale gold miners. These miners 
don’t require massive capital to gen-
erate higher yields,” he added.

Last year, the Tanzanian govern-
ment allowed the Central Bank to 
become the statutory gold dealer, 
aiming to enhance the national gold 
reserves. 

Since BoT began purchasing gold 
from local miners, it acquired a total 
of 418kg of gold by the end of the last 
financial year in June, all at competi-
tive world market prices.

To support this initiative, the gov-
ernment has removed certain taxes 
that hindered local gold companies 
and dealers, introducing more fa-
vorable tax policies. This has been 

crucial in overcoming challenges in 
the gold trade and encouraging local 
transactions.

One such improvement is the 20 
percent gold purchase obligation 
outlined in Section 59 of the Mining 
Act (Cap 123), along with additional 
incentives for small-scale miners. 
These measures are expected to 
boost Tanzania’s gold production 
significantly in the future.

Recent amendments to regula-
tions also exempted a one percent 
inspection fee and reduced the roy-
alty rate on gold sales to BoT from 6 
percent to 2 percent. The goal is to 
encourage more gold sales to BoT, 
increase the national gold reserve, 
and address the ongoing shortage of 
US dollars in the country.

With the new regulations in 
place, local gold miners, compa-
nies, and dealers registered for Val-
ue Added Tax (VAT) can now claim 
input when trading with BoT, as the 
tax on these transactions has been 
zero-rated.

At the Expo’s opening ceremony 
last week, Deputy Prime Minister Dr. 
Doto Biteko urged all gold sellers in 
Tanzania to sell their products di-
rectly to BoT, assuring prompt pay-

ment and the best value for their 
gold.

Tanzania’s mining regulator now 
directs all mining firms and traders 
exporting gold to allocate at least 
20 percent of their output for sale 
to the Central Bank, supporting its 
strategy to diversify the nation’s for-
eign reserves.

The gold reserved for the BoT 
must be processed at one of two cer-
tified mineral refineries: Eye of Af-
rica Ltd in Dodoma or Mwanza Pre-
cious Metal Refinery Ltd in Mwanza.

Gold remains one of Tanzania’s 
most valuable exports, with the 
BoT’s involvement not only boost-
ing the country’s reserve assets but 
also promoting growth and sustain-
ability in the local gold sector. 

Recognizing the BoT as the statu-
tory gold dealer aligns the BoT Act 
and Mining Act, ensuring the growth 
of the national gold reserve and im-
proving clarity in gold purchasing 
policies.

Gold accounted for approximate-
ly 25 percent of Tanzania’s exports 
during the 2021/22 financial year 
and remains one of the country’s 
key exports for stabilizing its cur-
rency.
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Community Based Forest Management (CBFM) officer Augustino Gervas (facing the camera) presents an assessment of the 
Integrated Forest Biomass Energy Solutions for Tanzania (IFBES) to planning officers, district forest officers, environmental 
officers, village natural resources committee members, livestock officers, agricultural officers, community development 
officers, village chairpersons, and village executive officers in Handeni District. Photo: Correspondent Beatrice Philemon

Tanga designates 13,537ha for forest reserves

Prof. Godius Kahyarara, Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Transport (R), visits BoT pavilion at the 7th Geita International Mining and Technology Expo in Geita. 
Photo: Correspondent Valentine Oforo

 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo

Tanzania has been chosen to host 
this year’s Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) Poultry 
Industry Forum.

Scheduled to take place on Oc-
tober 16 and 17 at Dar es Salaam’s 
Serena Hotel, this will be the first 
time Tanzania hosts the forum. The 
event will provide a key platform 
for poultry stakeholders from SADC 
member states to explore various 
aspects of the sector’s development.

Addressing a press conference 
about the forum, Professor Dr. 
Riziki Silas Shemdoe, Permanent 
Secretary (PS) in Tanzania’s Minis-
try of Livestock and Fisheries, said 
the forum would allow participants 
to share experiences and identify 
strategic opportunities for the poul-
try industry within the region.

In addition, discussions will focus 
on expanding poultry markets and 
the sector’s role in the economic 
development of participating coun-
tries.

“The gathering will play a signifi-
cant role in attracting more youth 
and women to venture into the 
poultry sector as a means to combat 
poverty,” Prof. Shemdoe empha-
sized.

He added that the forum will be 
attended by 300 participants from 
SADC member states, including gov-
ernment officials, representatives 
from relevant ministries, poultry 

experts, youth and women in the 
sector, development partners, and 
stakeholders involved in the poul-
try value chain.

Prof. Shemdoe also announced 
that the forum will coincide with 
a special exhibition, the ‘Tanzania 
Poultry Show,’ which will be held 
from October 18 to 20 at Mlimani 
City in Dar es Salaam. The exhi-
bition is expected to attract over 
2,000 stakeholders from the coun-
try’s poultry sector.

“The event will feature 50 ex-
hibitors showcasing a variety of 
chicken-related products from both 
within and outside the country,” he 
explained.

Exhibitors will include hatcher-
ies, large-scale poultry farm own-
ers, feed producers, and developers 
of key poultry technologies.

The forum will also feature a 
series of events, such as special 
awards recognizing the contribu-
tions of youth and women in the 
sector across SADC countries. In ad-
dition, parent stock chickens will be 
distributed as part of the initiative.

The poultry sector in the SADC 
region plays a crucial role in food 
security, employment, and eco-
nomic growth. 

Comprising 16 member states, 
SADC has a diverse poultry indus-
try that varies significantly in terms 
of scale, production methods, and 
market access.

In countries like South Africa, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe, poultry 
farming is well-established and ac-
counts for a substantial share of to-
tal meat production.

 South Africa, for example, domi-
nates the regional market, produc-
ing nearly 80 percent of SADC’s 
poultry output.

Urbanization and rising incomes 
in SADC countries are increasing 
the demand for poultry products, 
with chicken being the preferred 
source of animal protein due to its 
affordability and short production 
cycle.

The poultry sector in the SADC 
region holds immense potential for 
growth, provided that key challeng-
es such as feed costs, disease con-
trol, and competition from imports 
are addressed. 

With a rising demand for poultry 
products, increasing investments in 
technology, and efforts to enhance 
regional integration, the sector can 
play a pivotal role in achieving food 
security, creating jobs, and driving 
economic growth in the region.

Dar due to host SADC’s 
poultry industry forum

BoT urged to collaborate with 
partners in gold purchasing 

Permanent Secretary Prof. Dr. Riziki 
Silas Shemdoe addresses reporters 
about the forthcoming poultry forum in 
Dodoma.



BUSINESS  ANALYSIS

China’s consumer 
prices up in Sept

 Shandong 

China’s consumer prices 
rose moderately in Sep-
tember. Experts say that 
market demand is set to 
rise following the intro-
duction of powerful new 
policies aimed at stimulat-
ing the economy.

The Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI), a key measure 
of inflation for consum-
ers, rose 0.4 percent year 
on year and remained flat 
month over month in Sep-
tember, data from the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) showed on Sunday. 
This follows a slight in-
crease in August, suggest-
ing a trend of moderate 
price levels for household 
goods.

Fresh vegetables and 
pork prices jumped due 
to weather disruptions, 
while the end of sum-
mer vacation led to a de-
crease in travel, causing 
airfares and hotel prices 
to drop.

The Producer Price In-
dex (PPI), which tracks 
inflation at the wholesale 
level, saw a decrease of 
2.8 percent in September 
compared to the previous 
year. This decline is likely 

due to falling global com-
modity prices and slowing 
domestic demand, accord-
ing to Dong Lijuan, chief 
statistician at the NBS.

The month-to-month 
decline of the PPI in Sep-
tember narrowed by 0.1 
percentage point com-
pared with that of the pre-
vious month.

Dong said that the real 
estate sector is still in an 
adjustment period, cou-
pled with severe weather 
in some regions, leading to 
overall weak demand for 
building materials.

However, driven by ex-
pectations of policy stimu-
lus, steel demand showed 
signs of recovery in the 
second half of September, 
she added.

China’s central bank 
unveiled a series of major 
monetary policy adjust-
ments in late September, 
as part of a broader effort 
to bolster the economy. 
China’s top economic 
planner is set to front-
load 200 billion yuan 
($28 billion) from the 
government’s budget for 
2025. The Ministry of Fi-
nance also said that it will 
double down on more fis-
cal stimulus measures.
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ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE 
 
SATURDAY 5 Oct
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Doc rpt: Beyond Narrative 

Daladala
16:10     Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Kipindi maalum: Tatu 

Mzuka	
21:15     Igizo: Haikufuma
21:45     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo 

Supa Min Jackpot
21:55     Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 13 Oct 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo 

rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Doc: Beyond Narrative 

Social Climate
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo 

Supa Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera

MONDAY 14 Oct
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	

7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Al Jazeera
9:00       Kipindi maalum: Historia 

Maisha ya Mwl. Nyerere
9:30       Soap: Laws of love rpt
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      ITV Top Ten rpt 
12:00      Al Jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:40 	 Art and Lifestyle 
14:20	 Soap rpt: Haikufuma
14:50      Kipindi maalum: Mwl 

Nyerere Mei Mosi 
Mbeya

16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 Music: The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Doc rpt: Beyond Narrative 

Social Climate
18:30   	 DW: Afrimaxx
18:55     Kipindi maalum: TBS 

SGR
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45
22:00    Bundesliga na DW
22:15    Mapishi
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00   	 Music: The Base	
00:00	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 15 Oct
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo 

rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00	  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Usafiri Wako rpt
13:30      Shikabamba
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Shikabamba
14:10      Kipindi maalum rpt: TBS 

SGR
14:20     Igizo rpt: Haikufuma
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 Music: The Base 
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Sema na Mahakama 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha 

ni Nyumba
21:35     Kipindi maalum: 

22:00     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 16 Oct 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Mjue zaidi
11:40      Maji Kilimanjaro 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Mapishi
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Doc rpt: Beyond Narrative 

Social Climate
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
18:55     Kipindi maalum: TBS 

Testing
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05     Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35     Kipindi maalum: 
21:50	 Ripoti maalum
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00	 Jiji letu	
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 17 Oct 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00       Ripoti maalum
11:45      Kipindi maalum rpt: TBS 

Testing
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa

13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	 Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 18 Oct
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: 

Watumishi housing
11:20      Jagina 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: 

Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: 

Maisha ni nyumba
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema 

na mahakama
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema 

na mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15      ITV Top 10 
19:00      Shamba lulu 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 19 Oct
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt

11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Doc rpt: Beyond Narrative 

Social Climate
16:10     Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Kipindi maalum: Tatu 

Mzuka	
21:15     Igizo: Haikufuma
21:45     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo 

Supa Min Jackpot
21:55     Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 20 Oct 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo 

rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Doc: Beyond Narrative 

Driving School
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo 

Supa Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera

CAPITAL
Sat  12 Oct
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Out & About Extra rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt In Love With 

Ramon RPT
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt

19:15 Beyond the Narrative rpt
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	  Culinary Tourism rpt
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 13 Oct
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 DW
12:00	 Out & About Extra rpt 

12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick 
Off rpt

13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Beyond the Narrative rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About Extra
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat 
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love 

With Ramon
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 14 Oct
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth Rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love 

With Ramon
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Culinary delight rpt
16:00	 Tommorow Today
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Special Pgm : Historia 

ya Mwl.Nyerere.
20:00	  Innovation Rpt
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  15 Oct
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love 

With Ramon Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt
14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Out & About Extra

15:30 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With 

Ramon ep#75
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Out & About Extra rpt
22:30	 Mwl.Nyerere NEC
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 16 Oct
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With 

Ramon rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Special Pgm : Historia ya 

Mwl.Nyerere.
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Special Pgm : Mwl.

Nyerere tanu na ASP
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With 

Ramon ep#76
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  17 Oct
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary delight rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love 

With Ramon rpt
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Beyond the Narrative rpt
15:45 Décor Rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Mwl.Nyerere Tanu na ASP
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: In Love With 

Ramon ep#77
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  18 Oct
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Décor Rpt

13:00	 Telenovela In Love With 
Ramon rpt

14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 Beyond the Narrative 
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business 

Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With 

Ramon ep#78
21:30	 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Mwl.Nyerere Kilimanjaro 

Hotel
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 19 Oct
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela: In Love With 

Ramon rpt
17:15	 Beyond the Narrative rpt
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Special Pgm : Culinary 

Tourism
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  20 Oct
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Out & About Extra rpt 

12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick 
Off rpt

13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Beyond the Narrative rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Out n’about rpt
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About Extra
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat 
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love 

With Ramon  rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Rwanda tops list of where to set up business in Africa
 By Maher Hajbi

The World Bank 
assesses the business 
climate and attrac-
tiveness of African 
countries in its new 

Business-Ready report, 
including regulatory frame-
works, public services and 
operational efficiency.

Business-Ready (B-
Ready) is the successor to 
the World Bank’s Doing 
Business report, which 
was discontinued in 2021. 
Using more comprehen-
sive and transparent data, 
B-Ready assesses the busi-
ness climate in 50 coun-
tries, including 12 in Africa, 
with Rwanda coming out 
at the top.

A strategic tool for at-
tracting private invest-
ment and stimulating eco-
nomic growth, the report 
takes three key factors into 
account when developing 
its index:

In its first edition, pub-
lished on 3 October, B-
Ready aims to provide 
a “comprehensive over-
view” of the factors neces-
sary for the development 
of a dynamic private sec-
tor, including the labour 
market, access to water 
and electricity, payment of 

taxes, resolution of com-
mercial disputes as well as 
environmental and social 
guarantees.

But who are the best 
performers in Africa in 
this new publication from 
the Bretton Woods institu-
tion?

Rwanda (70.35 points), 
Togo (69.03 points), Mo-
rocco (68.92 points), Côte 
d’Ivoire (68.16 points) and 
Ghana (66.91 points) per-
form best in terms of regu-
lation.

For the quality of public 
services, the top five Afri-
can countries are Rwanda 
(67.37 points), Morocco 
(58.66 points), Mauritius 
(56.28 points), Tanzania 
(49.58 points) and Togo 
(49.58 points).

Already ranked second 
in Africa in terms of the 
business environment in 
2020 in the previous Do-
ing Business report, Rwan-
da has this time come out 
on top in terms of opera-
tional efficiency.

With 81.31 points, the 
country led since 2000 
by Rwandan President 
Paul Kagame is ahead of 
Botswana (67.73 points), 
Lesotho (66.06 points), 
Togo (64.36 points) and 
Seychelles (63.57 points).

Kigali Special Economic Zone

  By Katherine Tangalakis-Lippert

Tesla’s robotaxi event, at which the company debuted 
the long-anticipated prototypes for its Cybercab and 
Robovan, failed to impress many investors and Wall 
Street analysts. 

The company’s stock tumbled in the aftermath — and 
with it, CEO Elon Musk’s net worth.

Tesla’s robotaxi fleet will rely on its advanced Full Self-
Driving software, which is designed to enable vehicles to 
operate without human intervention. 

The technology uses a combination of cameras, sen-
sors, and machine learning to navigate roads, recognize 
obstacles, and make driving decisions.

Musk’s net worth — which is partly tied up in Tesla, 
as he holds about 13 percent of the company’s stock — 
goes up and down along with the company’s value. And 
on Friday, Tesla’s stock sank more than 9 percent from 
$238.77 to $217.80 per share.

According to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index, up-
dated after the close of trading in New York, Musk’s net 
worth fell by $15 billion. With a total net worth of $240 
billion, Musk remains the richest man on earth.

Forbes reported in July that Musk faced a similar fi-
nancial hit after the “We, Robot” event was delayed from 
its original August date, and Tesla stock tumbled about 
7 percent. 

The company’s stock value had continued its down-
ward trend through early August then rebounded in 
September — bringing Musk’s net worth to more than 
that of McDonald’s and Pepsi. 

However, Tesla shares had not yet returned to the 
year-to-date high they’d hit in July before the stock 
slumped again this week.

Musk will control more than 20 percent of Tesla 
shares if his massive pay package survives its ongoing 
legal challenges, which could increase his net worth.

Musk and representatives for Tesla did not immedi-
ately respond to requests for comment from Business 
Insider.

Business Insider reported that the “We, Robot” event 
left many Wall Street analysts with more questions than 
answers about Tesla’s robotaxi fleet. 

Analysts criticized the lack of detail about the com-
pany’s plan for self-driving vehicles and showed skepti-
cism surrounding the proposed timelines for their wide-
spread release. That lack of clarity and the absence of 
the long-promised, less-expensive Tesla could have con-
tributed to the stock’s decline.

“Heading into what might arguably have been the 
most highly anticipated product unveil in Tesla’s history, 
we had a number of expectations of what the market 
might learn that we felt were consequential to the di-
rection and debate around the stock,” Business Insider 
reported

Morgan Stanley analyst Adam Jonas, wrote in a Friday 
morning note to clients. “We were overall disappointed 
with the substance and detail of the presentation.”

At the event, Musk said Tesla plans to roll out its au-
tonomous Cybercabs “before 2027” and did not provide 
a timeline for the launch of its Robovan, which will seat 
20. The company also revealed the latest prototypes for 
its humanoid Optimus robots, which danced, poured 
drinks, and posed for selfies during the event.

Musk said the robots will be “the biggest product ever, 
of any kind.”

Musk’s net worth 
declines by $15bn

Developed to help businesses 
make better decisions about where 
and how to operate, B-Ready aims to 
encourage governments to adopt the 
best policies “by learning from each 
other”.

Following irregularities in its pre-
vious reports, particularly in 2018 
and 2020, the World Bank says that 
“B-Ready has replaced and improved 
on the Doing Business project”.

While the first edition covered 
50 economies, B-Ready 2025 will 
include more than 100 countries, 

before reaching 180 economies by 
2026. “This reflects the care and 
thought we have put into the accu-
racy of the analysis,” says the Bret-
ton Woods institution, adding that its 
new publication promotes the inter-
ests of business and labour.

Rwanda has been recognized for 
its significant investment reforms 
aimed at creating a more attractive 
environment for both local and for-
eign investors. These reforms have 
been integral to the country’s eco-
nomic transformation, positioning 

Rwanda as one of Africa’s top invest-
ment destinations.

Rwanda established SEZs to at-
tract large-scale investments. The 
Kigali Special Economic Zone is the 
flagship project, providing infra-
structure, logistical support, and fis-
cal incentives to companies involved 
in sectors such as manufacturing, 
ICT, and logistics. 

SEZs have been crucial in attract-
ing foreign direct investment (FDI) 
and fostering Rwanda’s industrializa-
tion agenda.
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ADDIS ABABA

 Experts and policymakers from various United Na-
tions (UN) agencies, the African Union (AU) and African 
countries stressed the need to further bolster China-Africa 
cooperation across various sustainable development areas 
while attending a recent dialogue on the Global Develop-
ment Initiative (GDI) here.

Addressing the gathering, Mohamed Belhocine, the AU 
Commissioner for Education, Science, Technology and In-
novation, said China-Africa ties have evolved into “an out-
standing and mutually beneficial partnership.” 

Describing China-Africa cooperation as “a bright ex-
ample of South-South cooperation that addresses and 
harnesses global challenges and opportunities in several 
priority areas,” the AU commissioner said the China-pro-
posed GDI has the capacity to further strengthen the ev-
er-growing China-Africa relationship and broaden South-
South cooperation. 

“The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the 
Agenda 2063 (the AU’s 50-year continental development 
blueprint) both provide strategic frameworks for tackling 
issues confronting Africa and the world at large. In the 
same vein, the Global Development Initiative builds on the 
foundations of the SDGs to chart a path towards the reali-
zation of a global community,” said Belhocine.

Belhocine further said China-Africa cooperation has 
achieved mutually beneficial development outcomes over 
the years. 

“The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation is a vivid testa-
ment to the benefits of a partnership which covers science 
and technology, peace and security, climate change, edu-
cation, agriculture, and information and communications 
technology, among many other sectors.”

 Participants attending the high-level dialogue empha-
sized the critical need to promote synergy in development 
plans and strategies to enhance broader China-Africa co-
operation as the two sides strive to realize the vision of the 
GDI.

Zhao Fengtao, vice chairman of the China International 
Development Cooperation Agency, highlighted China’s 
readiness to work with Africa to fully implement the GDI 
and continue to strengthen China-Africa development co-
operation, ultimately contributing to advancing the mod-
ernization and building of a China-Africa community with 
a shared future for the new era.

 “The GDI calls for staying committed to development 
as a priority, staying committed to a people-centered ap-
proach and staying committed to benefits for all,” Zhao 
said. He also stressed China’s strong commitment to sup-
porting Africa’s economic integration and modernization, 
improving the well-being of the African people and facili-
tating the implementation of the sustainable development 
agenda.

Teshale Berecha, Ethiopia’s state minister of labor and 
skills, said the “remarkable” China-Africa cooperation, 
which exemplifies the spirit of South-South cooperation, is 
a vivid manifestation of the two sides’ shared commitment 
to mutual growth, sustainable development and empow-
erment of the two peoples. 

Highlighting some of the significant achievements of 
China’s cooperation with Ethiopia in particular and the 
wider African continent in general, the state minister said 
China has been a major partner for Ethiopia and beyond, 
particularly through its Belt and Road Initiative and other 
major development initiatives.

“Our collaboration has yielded significant advancements 
in the area of science and technology too,” he said. “The 
establishment of joint research centers and technology 
transfer initiatives has enabled us to harness our collective 
expertise and address pressing challenges.”  Xinhua

Experts, officials call for 
stronger China-Africa 
cooperation via Global 
Development Initiative

WORLD
Harris releases medical report, 
drawing contrast with Trump

Mpox outbreak hits 15 African countries: WHO

Nairobi
Rich Communication Ser-

vices (RCS) is poised to revo-
lutionise messaging across Af-
rica, with key markets such as 
Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda 
expected to witness a dramatic 
surge in usage. According to 
a new whitepaper commis-
sioned by global communica-
tions platform Infobip, RCS traf-
fic in Africa and the Middle East 
is forecasted to grow by over 
1300%, climbing from 545 mil-
lion messages today to a stag-
gering 8 billion by 2029.

Data from tech analyst Om-
dia indicates that both Appli-
cation-to-Person (A2P) and Per-

son-to-Person (P2P) RCS traffic 
will experience substantial 
growth. A2P RCS messaging, 
where businesses send messag-
es directly to consumers, is pre-
dicted to expand from nearly 
1.5 trillion messages in 2024 to 
more than 6 trillion messages 
by 2029, generating $4.2 billion 
in revenue. In the same period, 
P2P messaging will continue to 
grow, significantly contributing 
to the increasing volume.

RCS elevates traditional SMS, 
allowing Android users to send 
a range of rich media content, 
such as text, images, GIFs, vide-
os, and more, using mobile data 
or Wi-Fi. Unlike WhatsApp, RCS 

messages do not require users 
to download a separate app, as 
messages are received in the 
same inbox as SMS and MMS.

With Apple’s adoption of RCS 
in its latest iOS 18 update, the 
service is set to achieve cross-
platform reach, with Omdia 
estimating 2.5 billion monthly 
active users worldwide by the 
end of 2024.

The report highlights that 
regions such as the Americas 
and Asia & Oceania will lead 
the charge in A2P RCS traffic 
and revenue. However, Africa’s 
growth potential is clear, with 
RCS presenting a valuable op-
portunity for enterprises and 

mobile network operators to 
enhance customer engage-
ment and drive business.

Charlotte Palfrey, Senior 
Analyst, Advanced Messaging 
and Communications at Om-
dia, said: “RCS offers significant 
benefits for enterprises and tel-
cos. Enterprises should lever-
age Gen AI to enhance RCS ex-
periences, making campaigns 
more personalized, engaging 
and effective in driving conver-
sion. 

At the same time, telcos 
must work with the messaging 
ecosystem to raise RCS aware-
ness among enterprises and 
consumers. Additionally, telcos 

should utilize RCS internally for 
marketing and customer care 
functions to demonstrate RCS’s 
capabilities and benefits.”

Ivan Ostojic, Chief Business 
Officer at Infobip, (pictured) 
said: “RCS has many benefits, 
and with the Apple upgrade, 
it now has universal availabil-
ity. Consumers do not need to 
download a chat app to send 
and receive photos or videos. 

Meanwhile, enterprises can 
take consumers through the 
entire customer journey from 
initial marketing pitch to pur-
chase and support. This is also 
a significant opportunity for tel-
cos to seize the benefits of RCS 

Business Messaging and deliver 
rich conversational messaging 
for customers.”

Infobip enables enterprises 
and telcos to benefit from RCS 
Business Messaging through 
its Messaging-as-a-Platform 
(MaaP) service. Infobip’s MaaP 
solution provides messaging 
benefits, including throughput 
control, content and spam con-
trol, while Infobip’s CPaaS offer-
ing enables connectivity with 
other Mobile Network Opera-
tors. Benefits include detailed 
billing and reporting, faster 
brand and partner approval, 
additional user control, and 
managed service options.

According to the Commu-
nications Authority of Kenya 
(CAK), of the 65.7 million mobile 
devices connected to networks, 
34.5 million are smartphones – 
mostly Android, representing 
a penetration rate of 58.3%. In 
Uganda, data from the Uganda 
Communications Commission 
(UCC) shows 15.3

million mobile internet us-
ers, with smartphone uptake 
at 22%. Similarly, the Tanza-
nia Communications Regula-
tory Authority (TCRA) reports 
smartphone penetration at 
32.13%, with 35.8 million inter-
net users.

Agencies

WASHINGTON

US Vice-President Kamala Harris, the 
Democratic presidential nominee, re-
leased a letter from her doctor on Satur-
day that pronounced her in good health 
and fit for high office, in an effort to draw 
a contrast with her counterpart, Donald 
Trump.

In a memo distributed by the White 
House, the vice-president’s physician, 
Joshua Simmons, said Harris’s most re-
cent physical exam in April was “unre-
markable”, that she maintains an active 
lifestyle and “very healthy diet” despite a 
busy schedule, suffers from seasonal al-
lergies and sporadic hives, does not use 
tobacco and drinks alcohol only in mod-
eration.

“She possesses the physical and men-
tal resiliency required to successfully 
execute the duties of the Presidency, to 
include those as Chief Executive, Head of 
State and Commander in Chief,” the doc-
tor wrote.

Harris, 59, is running against Republi-
can Trump, 78, for the White House. She 
made her medical information public on 
Saturday in an effort to draw attention to 
his refusal to do so, according to a Harris 

aide.
Harris said Trump’s reluctance to pro-

vide detailed medical reports is the latest 
example of his lack of transparency.

“I think that it’s obvious that his team, 
at least, does not want the American 
people to see everything about who he 
is,” Harris told reporters before boarding 
a plane to North Carolina.

Trump has voluntarily released up-
dates from his personal physician, as 
well as detailed reports from medical 
doctor Ronny Jackson who treated him 
after the first assassination attempt, Ste-
ven Cheung, Trump Campaign Commu-
nications Director, said in a statement. 

“All have concluded he is in perfect 
and excellent health to be Commander 
in Chief,” Cheung said.

The Harris campaign is eager to high-
light the former president’s age since he 
became the oldest candidate in the race. 
President Joe Biden, 81, stepped aside as 
the Democratic standard bearer follow-
ing a poor debate performance against 
Trump.

Locked in a tight race. Harris’ cam-
paign hopes that contrasting her com-
parative youth and mental acuity with 
Trump’s more advanced age and ten-

KINSHASA
 A total of 15 countries in the African re-

gion have been affected by the mpox out-
break since 2024, the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) said on Friday, warning 
of various clades that add “layers of com-
plexity,” late diagnosis, and poor access 
to treatment.

According to the WHO’s latest report 
on mpox epidemics in the African re-
gion, 15 countries in the WHO African 
region have active transmission of mpox, 
defined as cases being reported in the 
past six weeks, with Ghana newly affect-
ed by mpox outbreak as reported in early 
October.

 In 2024, as of Sept. 29, the African 
region has recorded 37,325 suspected 
cases, including 996 deaths and 6,602 
confirmed cases, while the majority of 
the cases have been identified in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 
The DRC, which has reported 30,766 sus-
pected cases, faces a higher fatality rate 
due to late diagnosis and poor access to 
treatment in several health zones. 

Only 39 percent of suspected cases 
have been tested in 2024, as the positiv-
ity rate among tested cases is around 55 
percent, the WHO warned. The health 
agency noted that a significant number 
of suspected mpox cases remain untest-
ed and “thus never get confirmed” due to 
limited diagnostic capacity.

In the newly-released report, Ghana 
was listed as the latest country in the re-
gion affected by the mpox outbreak, af-
ter it registered its first case of the year 
on Oct. 1.

 The patient, a young boy, with a his-
tory of rash, fever, and bodily pains, is 
under isolation with contact tracing on-
going, while sequencing is still ongoing to 
determine the clade. 

The region is contending with multiple 

MOSCOW

Russia will create conditions to realize the agricultural 
potential of Donbass and Novorossiya and will restore all the 
damaged facilities, President Vladimir Putin said in the video 
address on the occasion of the Agriculture and Processing In-
dustry Workers’ Day.

“Special words of gratitude go to the agricultural workers 
from the Zaporozhye and Kherson regions and Donbass, as 
well as the border regions of the Kursk, Belgorod, and Bry-
ansk regions,” the head of state said. They are putting a lot of 
efforts and doing their best despite the challenging situation, 
Putin stressed. “Such dedication and fortitude deserve the 
deepest respect. We will continue to prioritise assistance to 
you. Step by step, we will restore and rebuild everything that 
was destroyed or damaged.  			  Agencies

Russia to rebuild everything destroyed in Donbass, Novorossiya — Putin

RCS messaging traffic in East Africa set to hit a massive Growth by 2029 – Infobip report

dency to meander, along with the dif-
ferences in transparency between the 
two, will help convince undecided vot-
ers that she is more fit for office.

A White House doctor said in 2018 
when Trump was in office that he was 
in overall excellent health then but 
needed to shed weight and start a dai-
ly exercise routine.

Simmons said Harris’s allergies had 
been well-managed with over-the-
counter and prescription medications.

Her urticaria or hives were “sporad-
ic and transient and do not seem to be 
triggered by any particular exposure 

nor are they associated with other 
symptoms” and respond well to anti-
histamine treatment.

Harris has been on allergen immu-
notherapy for the last three years, dra-
matically improving her allergy and 
urticaria symptoms and negating her 
need for medication other than occa-
sional nasal spray, he said.

Harris wears contact lenses. Her 
family history includes her mother’s 
colon cancer. Harris was up to date 
on preventative health procedures 
including colonoscopy and annual 
mammograms, he said.

clades of the virus, further complicating response efforts, 
said the WHO. Clade Ia is circulating in the Central African 
Republic, while Clade Ib is present in Uganda, Rwanda, and 
Burundi, and Clade IIb is reported in Nigeria and South Af-
rica, which adds “layers of complexity” to managing the out-
break across affected countries, as per the report.

The WHO highlighted the urgent need to enhance labora-
tory capacity, strengthen surveillance systems, and improve 
cross-border coordination, calling on member states to focus 
on early detection, implement targeted vaccination cam-
paigns, and intensify public health interventions, especially 
in areas experiencing rising case numbers.

In mid-August, the Africa Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention declared the ongoing mpox outbreak in Africa a 
public health emergency of continental security. Shortly af-
terward, the WHO also declared mpox a public health emer-
gency of international concern, activating its highest level of 
global alert for mpox for the second time in two years. How-
ever, the latest WHO bulletin did not include Zambia, which 
announced on Thursday that it had detected the country’s 
first mpox case in a Tanzanian national who visited Chit-
ambo Town in Central Province.

Mpox, also known as monkeypox, is an infectious disease 
caused by the monkeypox virus, which spreads through close 
contact. Symptoms include fever, swollen lymph nodes, sore 
throat, muscle aches, skin rash, and back pain.  

A person caught mpox gets treatment at a hospital on the outskirts of Goma, North Kivu province, eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), on Aug. 19, 2024. 

Democratic presidential nominee and US Vice-President Kamala Harris waves as 
she arrives at Raleigh-Durham International Airport in Morrisville, North Carolinaon 
Saturday.  AP
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LONDON

As the United King-
dom’s Labour govern-
ment marks 100 days in 
office on Saturday, po-
litical commentators are 
markedly less enthusias-
tic than in the aftermath 
of the party’s landslide 
win in the July 4 general 
election. Instead, they are 
asking whether Labour 
will be able to get back 
on course after an appar-
ently bumpy start.

Labour had been in op-
position since 2010 be-
fore Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer led the party to 
victory this year, securing 
a massive 174-seat major-
ity in the UK parliament.

The honeymoon pe-
riod of popularity en-
joyed by a new govern-
ment was short-lived for 
Starmer, however, as his 
government’s accom-
plishments so far have 
been overshadowed by 
moves including the 
deeply unpopular plans 
to cut winter fuel benefits 
for pensioners.

Among the most-tout-
ed achievements during 
Starmer’s first 100 days 
in power are the govern-
ment’s success in resolv-
ing the junior doctors’ 
and train drivers’ strikes, 
cancelling the contro-
versial Rwanda scheme 
proposed by the previ-
ous Conservative gov-
ernment, making good 
progress in launching GB 

Bumpy start for UK’s new Labour government

BEIJING

Chinese President Xi Jinping met 
with foreign guests attending the China 
International Friendship Conference and 
conference marking the 70th founding 
anniversary of the Chinese People’s Asso-
ciation for Friendship with Foreign Coun-
tries (CPAFFC) here on Friday.

Xi had a group photo taken with the for-
eign guests and spoke highly of the long-
term dedication of international friends 
to cementing friendship with China.

He pointed out that people-to-people 
friendship is the foundation for stable 
and long-term international relations and 
an unremitting driving force for promot-
ing world peace and development. Over 
the past 75 years since the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China, the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC) has united and 
led the Chinese people in blazing a path 
of modernization that has not only devel-
oped the country itself but also benefited 
the world, he said.

Xi said that looking back on the journey, 
China’s achievements in various fields 
would not have been realized without the 
support of people from other countries. 
Numerous international friends have 
shared weal and woe with the Chinese 
people. Numerous foreign enterprises, 
institutions and individuals have actively 
participated in advancing China’s social-
ist modernization, thus achieving mutual 
benefits and making important contribu-
tions to promoting friendly exchanges 
and cooperation between China and oth-
er countries, he added.

“We will always remember your im-

Xi stresses giving play to unique role of people-to-people diplomacy

MOSCOW

A major war in the Middle East is 
real, but it can still be avoided if the 
parties show restraint, Russian Dep-
uty Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov 
told TASS.

“We are closely and anxiously fol-
lowing the events, the risk of a large-
scale conflict is indeed high. The 
tendency to escalate into a full-scale 
conflict is a real danger. We call on 
all parties to exercise restraint. We 
are in intensive dialogue with the 
countries of the region. And once 
again - a major war can be avoided, 
but everyone must show restraint,” 
the Deputy Minister said.

The situation in the Middle East 
has escalated sharply since the infil-
tration of militants of the Palestinian 
Hamas movement from the Gaza 
Strip into Israeli territory on Octo-
ber 7, accompanied by the killing of 
residents of border settlements and 
the taking of hostages. The radicals 

called the attack a response to the 
Israeli authorities’ actions against 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. 
Israel announced a total blockade of 
the Gaza Strip and began bombing 
it and certain areas of Lebanon and 
Syria, before launching a ground op-
eration in the enclave.

On the evening of 1 October, Iran 
launched a massive rocket attack on 
Israel in response to the assassina-
tions of key figures in the leadership 
of the Hamas, Hezbollah, and Islam-
ic Revolutionary Guard Corps move-
ments. Tehran claimed that 90% of 
the missiles successfully hit their tar-
gets, while Israel claimed that Iran 
launched some 180 missiles, most of 
which were intercepted.

The Israeli general staff vowed 
to “pick its moment” and surprise 
with a response to the attack, and 
Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, warned in Hebrew that 
attacks on Israel would be even 
more extensive.

Energy and scrapping no-fault evictions 
for tenants. Starmer’s handling of the 
far-right riots that rocked the country 
this summer has also been applauded.

On Thursday, the government also 
unveiled the Employment Rights Bill, 
outlining reforms aimed at boosting 
economic growth and upgrading work-
ers’ rights across the country. Official 
figures on Friday showed that the UK 
economy returned to growth in August 
after flatlining for two months, a wel-
come boost for the government.

However, the government has come 

under fire for announcing plans to 
scrap winter fuel allowances worth up 
to 300 British pounds ($392 ) for 10 mil-
lion pensioners, and refusing to lift a 
two-child cap on child benefit. 

There has also been heavy criticism 
of Starmer for accepting thousands of 
pounds from a wealthy party donor to 
pay for clothes. Other Labour ministers 
have also received free gifts including 
tickets for major sporting events and 
Taylor Swift concerts.

Professor Iain Begg from the London 
School of Economics and Political Sci-

Major Middle East war is real, but it can be 
avoided — Russian Deputy Foreign Minister

Fruit trade between China 
and ASEAN countries has been 
thriving in recent years thanks 
to the increasingly close trade 
relations between the two 
sides.

At a fruit trading center in 
Youyi township, Pingxiang, 
South China’s Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region, there 
are always constant streams 
of trucks loaded with various 
types of fruits.

As the largest port city for 
fruit trade between China and 
ASEAN, Pingxiang saw a total 
of nearly 1.65 million tons of 
fruit imported and exported 
in the first half of this year, up 
15.36 percent year on year.

The bustling fruit business 
in Pingxiang is a vivid exam-
ple of the thriving fruit trade 
between China and ASEAN. 
With the annual hosting of the 

China-ASEAN Expo, the full 
implementation of the Region-
al Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) among all 
15 participating countries, and 
the deepening Belt and Road 
cooperation, the trade coop-
eration between China and 
ASEAN countries has been 
increasingly closer in recent 
years, with fruit trade becom-
ing a highlight in the agricul-
tural products trade between 
the two sides.

Currently, China is the larg-
est export market for Viet-
namese agricultural products, 
with Vietnamese fruits such as 
durian and dragon fruit being 
highly favored by Chinese con-
sumers.

China is also a major desti-

nation for Thai fruits. Sixteen 
land ports have been permit-
ted by the two sides to deal 
with the fruit trade.

Fresh food e-commerce 
platforms have set up veg-
etable and fruit procurement 
bases in Vietnam and Thai-
land, becoming new channels 
for local agricultural products 
to enter the Chinese market. 
In the first seven months of 
this year, Chinese e-commerce 
platforms reported a 48.6 per-
cent increase in sales of Thai 
durian.

With the continuous addi-
tion of new fruit varieties from 
ASEAN countries approved 
to enter the Chinese market, 
more and more ASEAN fruits 
are being favored by Chinese 

consumers at more favorable 
prices.

Gao Lingyun, a researcher at 
the Institute of World Econom-
ics and Politics of the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences, 
attributed the booming fruit 
trade between China and 
ASEAN countries to multiple 
factors.

First, he said, the full im-
plementation of RCEP has 
continuously released policy 
dividends, significantly reduc-
ing trade costs; second, under 
the RCEP framework, policies 
such as rapid inspection and 
quarantine have promoted the 
circulation of fruits and other 
agricultural products.

He also attributed the 
booming fruit trade to the 

increasingly strengthened in-
frastructure connectivity, the 
upgraded cross-border logis-
tics system, and the diverse 
choices provided by ASEAN 
fruits for Chinese consumers.

Since the implementation 
of the RCEP on Jan. 1, 2022, 
agricultural products trade 
cooperation among member 
countries has become closer. 
According to statistics, due 
to the customs facilitation 
brought by the RCEP, China 
imported a total of 46.61 bil-
lion yuan ($6.57 billion) of 
fresh durians from RCEP 
member countries such as 
Thailand and Vietnam in the 
first 11 months of 2023, 1.7 
times higher than the amount 
in the same period of 2021, be-

fore the agreement took effect.
Furthermore, in recent 

years, with the implementa-
tion of major projects such as 
the New International Land-
Sea Trade Corridor and the 
China-Laos Railway, cold chain 
and refrigeration facilities in 
the region has been continu-
ously improved, providing im-
portant technical support for 
China’s import of fruits. Today, 
it has become more conveni-
ent for ASEAN countries’ fruits 
to enter the Chinese market.

As a “golden channel” of 
logistics between China and 
ASEAN countries, the China-
Laos Railway has shown its 
increasing significance since 
its operation. As of Aug. 22, 
2024, the China-Laos Railway 

has transported over 43 mil-
lion tons of goods, including 
13,000 tons of Thai durians, 
bananas, and other fruits car-
ried by cold chain carriages.

An industry insider pointed 
out that China and ASEAN 
countries have shown signifi-
cant seasonal and category 
complementarity in fruit pro-
duction. China excels in pro-
ducing temperate fruits such 
as apples and pears, while 
ASEAN countries specialize 
in tropical fruits like mangoes 
and durians. The fruit trade 
between the two sides helps 
optimize the supply and distri-
bution of fruits in the region.

A recent report by Vietnam’s 
Nhan Dan Newspaper stated 
that Vietnam is currently the 
largest supplier of durians and 
fresh bananas to the Chinese 
market.  People’s Daily

Fruit trade between China, ASEAN thrives

ence (LSE) told Xinhua: “Labour, 
in power for its first 100 days, has 
been frantic. It’s had considerable 
difficulties and shown a lack of po-
litical experience, but it’s also tried 
to push forward a very large num-
ber of agenda items which had been 
lapsed under the previous adminis-
trations.”

“The verdict, therefore, is a rather 
checkered one,” Begg said.

An Opinium poll revealed in late 
September that Starmer’s approval 
rating had plunged below that of 
the Tory leader Rishi Sunak, suffer-
ing a huge 45-point drop since July. 
Meanwhile, a YouGov poll revealed 
this week that Starmer is now as un-
popular as the controversial Brexi-
teer Nigel Farage.

Nevertheless, Begg said that in 
British politics, a government will 
often make tough decisions and 
policy announcements in its first 
year in power, leaving another four 
years to turn such decisions around.

“It’s fair to say that Starmer can 
expect a few more storms over the 
next year or so, until some of his 
initiatives start to show that they’re 
genuinely making a difference. 
There’ll be easy tests for the public 
to apply and if he passes those tests, 
he’ll be seen as a more successful 
prime minister than maybe he has 
been in his first 100 days,” he said.

Andrew Roe-Crines, a researcher 
in British politics at the University 
of Liverpool, thinks the Budget will 
be an opportunity for Starmer and 
his party to sway public opinion 
when it is delivered on Oct 30.

“If they are right and they’re able 
to show this in the Budget by being 
able to invest in things which people 
expect to see, then maybe there’s 
hope for positive things later down 
the line,” Roe-Crines told Xinhua.

Britain’s Prime Minister Keir Starmer reacts during a bilateral meeting with NATO Secretary 
General Mark Rutte, inside 10 Downing Street in central London on Oct 10, 2024. AFP

portant contributions to China and the sincere 
friendship that has been developed with the Chi-
nese people,” said Xi.

Stressing that the world is once again at a cross-
roads in history, Xi said that in the face of changes 
unseen in a century, building a community with 
a shared future for humanity is the right way for-
ward for people of all countries.

China is willing to strengthen friendly exchang-
es with friends from all other countries, give play 

to the unique role of people-to-people diploma-
cy, and strive to build a community with a shared 
future for humanity, said Xi.

“First, embracing the spirit of ‘shared respon-
sibility as dwellers of the same planet,’ we must 
build a broad consensus on creating a commu-
nity with a shared future for humanity,” Xi said. 
“We should promote humanity’s common values 
of peace, development, fairness, justice, democ-
racy and freedom, advocate an equal and orderly 

multi-polar world and an inclusive eco-
nomic globalization that benefits all, and 
make the planet Earth a peaceful, friendly 
and harmonious home for all.”

“Secondly, guided by the principle of 
win-win cooperation, we should strength-
en synergy in building a community with 
a shared future for humanity,” Xi said. 
China does not pursue self-centered mod-
ernization, and welcomes more foreign 
friends to actively participate in China’s 
modernization process. The country is 
committed to providing new opportu-
nities for global development with its 
achievements in modernization, and 
promoting a global modernization that 
features peaceful development, mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation and common 
prosperity to better benefit people of all 
countries.

“Thirdly, with an open and inclusive 
mindset, we should embrace all civiliza-
tions to build a community with a shared 
future for humanity,” Xi said. Noting that 
the Chinese nation has always been open 
and inclusive and the Chinese people are 
kind and friendly, he said China is willing 
to work with all parties to advance the 
Global Civilization Initiative and deepen 
understanding and friendship through 
sincere dialogue in order to replace es-
trangement with exchanges and clashes 
with mutual learning.

Xi emphasized that the CPC serves the 
people, the Chinese government belongs 
to the people, and China’s diplomacy rep-
resents the people. The Chinese govern-
ment will continue to support the CPAFFC 
in playing its unique role in developing 
international friendship and promoting 

practical cooperation.
Former Nigerian President Olusegun 

Obasanjo, former President of the Na-
tional Assembly of Thailand Bhokin Bhal-
akula, and Elyn MacInnis, the founder of 
“Friends of Kuliang,” spoke at the confer-
ence.

They extended warm congratulations 
on the 75th anniversary of the founding 
of the People’s Republic of China and 
praised the unique role of the CPAFFC in 
promoting people-to-people diplomacy 
and fostering greater understanding and 
friendship among people from different 
countries.

According to the speakers, under the 
leadership of President Xi, China has suc-
cessfully eradicated absolute poverty and 
achieved rapid development, becoming a 
beacon of hope for developing countries. 
President Xi’s proposal to build a com-
munity with a shared future for humanity 
and initiatives such as the Belt and Road 
Initiative demonstrate far-sightedness, vi-
sion and a sense of responsibility toward 
global governance. Xi’s proposal and ini-
tiatives have pointed the way for close 
cooperation and mutual benefit among 
countries, and China’s development and 
prosperity will continue to benefit the 
world.

Approximately 200 people attended 
the event, including former political lead-
ers from various countries, members 
of royal families, heads of international 
friendship organizations, and interna-
tional friends of China.

Senior Chinese officials Cai Qi, Han 
Zheng and Wang Yi were present. ■

Chinese President Xi Jinping meets with foreign guests attending the China International Friendship 
Conference and conference marking the 70th founding anniversary of the Chinese People’s Association for 
Friendship with Foreign Countries at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, Oct. 11, 2024. 
(Xinhua/Huang Jingwen)
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Azam FC coach aims to strengthen team 
chemistry ahead of Tanzania Prisons clash 

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

A
ZAM FC head 
coach Rachid 
Taoussi is focused 
on boosting team 

cohesion and attacking ef-
ficiency as his side prepares 
for their next Premier League 
encounter against Tanzania 
Prisons this Friday at Sokoine 
Stadium in Mbeya.

The Ice-Cream Makers are 
coming off a morale-boosting 
victory over Namungo FC af-
ter experiencing a mixed set 
of results in September. 

The team recorded a loss 
to Simba SC, draws against 
Pamba Jiji and Mashujaa FC, 
and victories over KMC and 
Coastal Union. 

Despite these up-and-
down performances, Taoussi 
(pictured) remains focused 
on building unity within his 
squad since his appointment 
last month.

In a recent statement, 
Taoussi downplayed the 
importance of past results, 
choosing instead to empha-
size progress in training and 
gaining a deeper understand-
ing of his players’ strengths 
and potential. 

He acknowledged that the 
team’s preparation had been 
impacted by the absence of 
key players due to interna-
tional commitments, but he 
expressed confidence that 
his squad would be able to 
deliver strong performances 
in the upcoming matches.

Azam, who finished second 
in the Premier League last 
season, have had a turbulent 
start to the current campaign, 
including the sacking of for-
mer head coach Youssouph 
Dabo after the team’s early 
exit from the CAF Champions 
League. 

However, under Taoussi’s 
leadership, the club has man-
aged a solid record of three 
wins, two draws, and one 
loss, signaling a promising 
new direction for the team.

“While results are impor-
tant, my priority is the devel-
opment of the team and its 
players,” Taoussi said. 

NEW YORK

A FEDERAL appeals court judge 
has ruled to keep  Sean “Diddy” 
Combs  locked up while he makes a 
third bid for bail in his  sex traffick-
ing case, which is slated to go to trial 
in May.

In a decision filed Friday, Circuit 
Judge William J. Nardini denied the 
hip-hop mogul’s immediate release 
from jail while a three-judge panel 
weighs his bail request.

Combs’ lawyers appealed to the 2nd 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on Sept. 
30 after two judges rejected his re-
lease.

Combs, 54, has been held at a  fed-
eral jail in Brooklyn  since his Sept. 
16 arrest on  charges that he  used 
his  “power and prestige”  as a music 
star to induce  female victims  into 
drugged-up, elaborately produced sex-
ual performances with male sex work-
ers in events dubbed “Freak Offs.”

Combs has pleaded not guilty to 
racketeering conspiracy and sex traf-
ficking charges  alleging he coerced 
and abused women  for years with 
help from a network of associates and 
employees while silencing victims 
through blackmail and violence, in-
cluding kidnapping, arson and physi-
cal beatings.

At a bail hearing three weeks ago, a 
judge rejected the defense’s $50 mil-
lion bail proposal that would’ve al-
lowed the “I’ll Be Missing You” singer 
to be placed under house arrest at his 
Florida mansion with GPS monitoring 
and strict limits on visitors.

Judge Andrew L. Carter Jr., who has 
since recused himself from the case, 
said that prosecutors had presented 

“clear and convincing evidence” that 
Combs is a danger to the community. 
He said “no condition or set of condi-
tions” could guard against the risk of 
Combs obstructing the investigation 
or threatening or harming witnesses.

In their appeal, Combs’ lawyers ar-
gued that the judge had “endorsed 
the government’s exaggerated rheto-
ric” and ordered Combs detained for 
“purely speculative reasons.”

“Indeed, hardly a risk of flight, he 
is a 54-year-old father of seven, a U.S. 
citizen, an extraordinarily successful 
artist, businessman, and philanthro-
pist, and one of the most recognizable 
people on earth,” the lawyers wrote.

Combs’ lawyers have not asked the 
new trial judge, Arun Subramanian, 
to consider releasing him on bail. At a 
hearing Thursday, as Combs sat along-
side his lawyers in a beige jail jump-
suit, Subramanian suggested he would 
at least be open to taking up the issue.

After setting a May 5 trial date, Sub-
ramanian briefly questioned Combs’ 
lawyers about his treatment at the 
Metropolitan Detention Center, which 
has been plagued by violence and dys-
function for years.

Combs lawyer Mark Agnifilo, who 
had previously sought to have him 
moved to a jail in New Jersey, told the 
judge: “We’re making a go of the MDC. 
The MDC has been very responsive for 
us.”

Another Combs lawyer, Anthony 
Ricco, told reporters outside the court-
house afterward: “He’s doing fine. It’s a 
difficult circumstance. He’s making the 
best of the situation.”

But, Ricco said: “Nobody’s OK with 
staying in jail for now.”

AP

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs to 
stay in jail while appeals 
court takes up bail fight

“Considering the circum-
stances, including several 
players being on international 
duty early in the season, I am 
pleased with our record. The 
draw against Pamba Jiji was a 
positive result, and our recent 
performances reflect the prog-
ress we’ve made.”

Taoussi is particularly fo-
cused on fostering team chem-
istry and improving Azam’s 
attacking capabilities, areas 
he believes are essential to suc-
cess in the upcoming fixtures. 
He emphasized the importance 
of his players working together, 
understanding each other’s 
roles, and remaining commit-
ted to the team’s overall objec-
tives.

“We still have work to do over 
the next month to solidify our 
team chemistry and increase 
our attacking efficiency,” the 
Moroccan coach explained. 

“It’s crucial for the players to 
grasp the value of teamwork 
and how it will contribute to 
our success this season.”

As Azam prepare for their 
match against Tanzania Pris-
ons, Taoussi warned that their 
opponents’ inconsistent form 
could pose a challenge. 

Tanzania Prisons have re-
corded three draws, one win, 
and one loss in their recent 
matches, a performance that 
Taoussi feels makes them an 
unpredictable and potentially 
dangerous opponent.

“Tanzania Prisons are a 
tough side, and we need to ap-
proach the match cautiously,” 
he said. “Their recent come-
back victory will have boosted 
their confidence, and we can-
not underestimate them. It’s 
important that we close out 
the game early and take con-
trol.”

Currently, Azam sit five plac-
es ahead of Tanzania Prisons in 
the league standings. Tanzania 
Prisons have struggled this sea-
son, holding a 1-4-2 record after 
seven matches. 

Taoussi hopes to maintain 
his team’s positive momentum 
and continue their climb up 
the table with another strong 
showing on Friday.

 By DIANE JEANTET

A FEW months ago, Abou 
Sangare was an anonymous, 
23-year-old Guinean immigrant 
lacking permanent legal status 
in northern France and, like 
thousands of others, fighting 
deportation.

Now a lead actor in “Souley-
mane’s Story,” an award-win-
ning feature film that hit French 
theaters last week, his face is 
on every street corner and in 
subway stations, bus stops and 
newspapers.

The film and Sangare’s sud-
den success are casting light on 
irregular migration in France 
just as its new government is 
taking a harder line on the is-
sue. It is vowing to make it 
harder for immigrants lacking 
permanent legal status to stay 
and easier for France to expel 
them.

Sangare plays a young asy-
lum-seeker who works as a 
Paris delivery man, weaving his 
bicycle through traffic in the 
City of Light. In a case of life im-
itating art, Sangare’s future also 
hangs in the balance. Like the 
character he portrays, Sangare 
is hoping to persuade French 
officials to grant him residency 
and abandon their efforts to 
force him to leave.

“When I see Souleymane sit-

ting in the French Office for 
the Protection of Refugees and 
Stateless Persons, I put myself 
in his place, because I know 
what it’s like to wait for your 
(identification) papers here in 
France, to be in this situation — 
the stress, the anxiety,” Sangare 
told The Associated Press in an 
interview.

“Like me, Souleymane finds 
himself in an environment that 
he doesn’t know.”

Sangare says he left Guinea 
at age 15 in 2016 to help his sick 
mother. He first went to Alge-
ria, then Libya, where he was 
jailed and treated “as a slave” 
after a failed crossing attempt. 
Italy was next, and he eventu-
ally set foot in France in May 
2017.

His request to be recognized 
as a minor was turned down, 
but he was able to study at high 
school and trained as a car 
mechanic — a skill in demand 
in France. Recently, he was of-
fered full-time employment at 
a workshop in Amiens, a north-
ern French town that has been 
his home for seven years and 
which, incidentally, was French 
President Emmanuel Macron’s 
hometown, too.

But Sangare cannot accept 
the job because of his illegal sta-
tus. He’s unsuccessfully applied 
three times for papers and lives 

with a deportation order over 
his head.

Critics say deportation orders 
have been increasingly used by 
successive governments.

“We are the country in Eu-
rope that produces most ex-
pulsion procedures, far ahead 
of other countries,” said Serge 
Slama, a professor in public 
law at the University of Greno-
ble.

But their use — more than 
130,000 deportations were or-
dered in 2023 — is “highly ineffi-
cient,” he added, because many 
of the orders aren’t or cannot 
for legal reasons be carried out.

Interior Minister Bruno Re-
tailleau says about 10% of peo-
ple targeted for deportation 
end up leaving.

Retailleau, appointed in 
France’s new government of 
conservatives and centrists last 
month, is making immigration 
control a priority.

He wants more immigrants 
lacking permanent legal status 
to be held in detention centers 
and for longer periods, and is 
leaning on regional administra-
tors to get tough.

He also says he wants to re-
duce the number of foreign-
ers entering France by making 
it “less attractive,” including 
squeezing social benefits for 
them.

Mathilde Buffière, who works 
with immigrants in administra-
tive detention centers with the 
nonprofit Groupe SOS Solidari-
tés, says officials are spending 
“less and less time” reviewing 
immigrants’ residency applica-
tions before holding them in 
detention centers.

In Sangare’s case, his life took 
a turn last year when he met 
filmmaker Boris Lojkine. Sev-
eral auditions led to him getting 
the film’s lead role.

Sangare won Best Actor at the 
Cannes Film Festival’s “Un Cer-
tain Regard” competition this 
year.

But a more meaningful prize 
might be on the horizon: After 
Cannes, government officials 
emailed Sangare, inviting him 
to renew his residency applica-
tion.

Responding to AP questions, 
French authorities said the de-
portation order against Sangare 
“remains legally in force” but 
added that officials reexamined 
his case because of steps he’s 
taken to integrate.

“I think the film did that,” 
Sangare told AP.

“You need a residency per-
mit to be able to turn your life 
around here. My life will change 
the day I have my papers,” he 
said.

AP 

Asylum-seeker to film star: Guinean’s unusual journey 
highlights France’s arguments over immigration

Abou Sangare, lead actor in “Souleymane’s Story,” poses for photographs after a premiere at 
the Louxor cinema in Paris, Tuesday, Oct. 8, 2024. (AP Photo)

Sean ‘Diddy’ Combs’, accompanied by attorneys Marc Agnifilo and Anthony Ricco, and with his 
mom seated in the back, attends a hearing in federal court in the Manhattan borough of New 
York City, U.S., October 10, 2024 in this courtroom sketch. REUTERS



 BARCELONA, Spain

C
RISTIANO Ron-
aldo  scored his 
record- extend -
ing 133rd inter-

national goal to keep Por-
tugal perfect in the Nations 
League with a 3-1 win over 
Poland on Saturday, and 
Spain struck late to edge 
Denmark 1-0.

The 39-year-old super-
star was there to put in the 
rebound after Rafael Leão’s 
shot hit the post in the 37th 
minute. That made it 2-0 
following Bernardo Silva’s 
opener in Warsaw in the 
26th.

After failing to find the 
net in his five appearances 
at this summer’s European 
Championship — with Por-
tugal exiting in the quarter-
finals — Ronaldo has scored 
in three straight Nations 
League matches, includ-
ing in wins over Croatia — 
his 900th career goal — 
and Scotland last month.

Portugal coach Roberto 
Martínez replaced Ronaldo 
with Diogo Jota with just 
under half an hour to play.

Midfielder Piotr Zielin-
ski halved the deficit in the 
78th for the hosts, only for 
Southampton defender Jan 
Bednarek to score an own-
goal with two minutes left.

Barcelona striker Rob-

ert Lewandowski started 
alongside Karol Swiderski 
but the Polish attacking 
pair couldn’t find their way 
past the Portuguese de-
fense.

“We worked very hard 
the last few days, preparing 
various solutions for this 
game, and we were able 
to show it on the pitch. I 
am really satisfied because 
we controlled this game,” 
Martínez said. “Also, I am 
satisfied how Renato Veiga 
and Rúben Dias performed 
against one of the best in 
the world (in Lewandows-
ki).”

Portugal leads Group 
A1 with nine points from 
three games. Second-place 
Croatia has six points after 
it came back to beat Scot-
land 2-1 in Zagreb with the 
visitors having an equalizer 
deep into second-half stop-
page time ruled out by VAR. 
Poland has three points, 
and Scotland zero.

Scotland’s Ryan Christie 
opened for the Scots and 
their under-fire manager 
Steve Clarke in the 33rd. 
Igor Matanovic leveled 
three minutes later and An-
drej Kramaric completed 
the fightback in the 70th.

Scotland had the ball in 
the net right at the end with 
substitute Che Adams in-
volved but VAR confirmed 

it was offside.
*Zubimendi shines in Ro-

dri’s spot
Martín Zubimendi 

helped Spain crack Den-

mark’s defense as the hold-
ing midfielder starred in 
place of injured Rodri.

The Real Sociedad player 
unleashed a powerful vol-
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 GENEVA

NINE years into a World Cup black market tick-
ets investigation, the case against former FIFA of-
ficial Jérôme Valcke was finally closed.

The Swiss attorney general’s office said on Fri-
day it has decided to end the  criminal proceed-
ings into an alleged tickets deal proposed for the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil.

Other criminal cases that once implicated Valcke 
in a sprawling Swiss investigation of FIFA business 
also have been closed, though one is  ongoing at 
appeal after he was found guilty on some charges 
and acquitted of others at two trials.

Proceedings against “among others, Jerôme 
Valcke, in connection with the award of media 
rights are still pending in front of the Federal Su-
preme Court,” said the federal prosecution office 
which, like Valcke separately, has appealed against 
the second trial verdict from June 2022.

That case, which revealed how Valcke got use 
of a Qatari-owned vacation home on an Italian 
island, also involves Nasser al-Khelaifi, the Paris 
Saint-Germain president, who was twice acquitted 
in 2020 and 2022 of inciting the FIFA official.

In the tickets case, Valcke was suspended from 
his job as FIFA secretary general in September 
2015 because of allegations made by businessman 
Benny Alon. FIFA fired him four months later and 
banned him from soccer.

“This acknowledgement of Mr. Jérôme Valcke’s 
full innocence is the outcome that was always ex-
pected,” his lawyers in Geneva, Patrick Hunziker 
and Elisa Bianchetti, said in a statement.

Valcke worked from 2007-15 alongside long-time 
FIFA president Sepp Blatter until both were ousted 
in fallout from United States and Swiss federal in-
vestigations of international soccer officials.

Federal proceedings, later closed without charg-
es being brought, related to payments directed 
toward former FIFA vice president Jack Warner of 
Trinidad and Tobago: A $10 million payment chan-
nelled through FIFA from South Africa, the 2010 
World Cup host; and a  $1 million loan  in 2010 
later waived.

Prosecutors in Zurich also closed a criminal 
complaint filed by the current FIFA management 
relating to its  soccer museum  in the city that 
opened in 2016.

The 64-year-old  Valcke remains banned  from 
soccer by FIFA through 2032.

AP

World Cup tickets 
investigation of 
former FIFA official 
Valcke closed after 
nine years

Ronaldo scores again in Nations League win for 
perfect Portugal. Spain finds replacement for Rodr

  Gwiji by David Chikoko

Adams, Gio Reyna, Tim 
Weah and Folarin Balo-
gun.

Three second-half 
subs combined for the 
second goal in the fourth 
minute of stoppage time. 
Malik Tillman brought 
down a kick from goal-
keeper Matt Turner and 
passed to Haji Wright, 
who crossed. A Texas 
native, Pepi slid the ball 
through Mosquera’s legs 
for his 11th goal in 31 ap-
pearances — his fourth 

in three international 
games in Austin.

Turner, who played all 
four matches at the 2022 
World Cup, made a dou-
ble save in the 52nd min-
ute, batting Puma Rodrí-
guez’s shot with his left 
hand, then diving back 
in front to get his body 
in front of Yoel Bárcenas’ 
attempt off the rebound.

Panama’s José Fajardo 
put an open shot wide in 
the 87th minute. The U.S. 
had 55% possession and 

was outshot 13-11.
“It was a good night, 

but I don’t want to get 
way too ahead of our-
selves,” Turner said. “It 
was a building block for 
the future. By no means 
was it perfect.”

Panama beat the U.S. 
in the Copa America 
group stage, a match in 
which Weah was given 
an early red card for 
punching an opponent.

“I didn’t feel too many 
changes. But when a new 

coach is coming, for sure 
a victory, and that’s what 
happened,” Panama 
coach Thomas Christian-
sen said. “He will also 
need time to adapt his 
ideas to the team. He has 
the knowledge and ex-
perience, and he has the 
players to do to the job.”

Tim Ream captained 
the Americans one week 
after his 37th birthday 
and became the oldest 
U.S. field player since 
Preki Radosavljević in 
2001. Forward Josh Sar-
gent made his first start 
since the 2022 group-
stage final against Iran.

Mexican referee Katia 
Garcia was believed to 
be the first woman to 
referee a U.S. men’s na-
tional team match.

Goalkeeper Zack Stef-
fen, who hasn’t played 
for the U.S. since the last 
World Cup qualifiers 
in March 2022, did not 
dress because of what 
the U.S. Soccer Federa-
tion said was a minor 
injury. Defender Marlon 
Fossey, who did not train 
on the field in recent 
days, also didn’t dress. 
Weston McKennie didn’t 
play because he arrived 
at camp banged up, Po-
chettino said.

AP

 AUSTIN, Texas

MAURICIO Pochet-
tino  arrived at Q2 Sta-
dium to see posters and 
banners with his face 
around the grandstand 
and behind a goal.

By the time he left, 
he was saluting fans 
who were cheering his 
name. The 52-year-old 
Argentine’s  debut as 
U.S. coach was a crowd-
pleasing success.

Yunus Musah scored 
a 49th-minute goal  off 
an assist from AC Milan 
teammate Christian Pu-
lisic and  Ricardo Pepi 
added a stoppage time 
strike  to close out 2-0 
win over Panama on Sat-
urday night.

The match in front of 
a near-capacity crowd 
of 20,239 was the first 
of two friendlies for the 
U.S. in a four-day span 
that includes a game 
against Mexico on Tues-
day in Guadalajara. The 
Americans ended a four-
game winless stretch 
and their first four-game 
home winless streak 
since a seven-game slide 
in 2010-11.

“Little by little build-
ing something. The ob-
jective is 2026,” Pochet-
tino said. “It’s only the 
first step.”

And the love-at-first 
sight from the U.S. fans?

“Amazing. Amazing. 
Thank you to the fans. 
You were amazing,” Po-
chettino said.

The former Totten-
ham, Chelsea and Paris 
Saint-Germain manager 
was hired last month to 
replace Gregg Berhal-
ter, who was  fired in 
July  after  first-round 
elimination at the Copa 
America. Pochettino was 
given a contract through 
the 2026 World Cup 
that the U.S. will co-host 
and tasked with spark-
ing a team that has not 
reached the World Cup 

quarterfinals since 2002.
Musah made the most 

of the team’s fresh start, 
scoring his first goal in 
42 international appear-
ances.

“Hopefully more to 
come,” Musah said.

Antonee Robinson 
worked around defend-
er Michael Murillo on 
a flank and centered to 
Pulisic, who exchanged 
passes with Brenden 
Aaronson and one-timed 
a cross. Musah beat de-
fender César Blackman 
and redirected the ball 
with a right-foot volley 
past Orlando Mosquera 
from 4 yards.

“I told him it was goal-
scoring instincts. He’s 
been watching me,” 
said Pulisic, who has 
five goals in seven Serie 
A matches this season. 
“He’s been learning a 
thing or two. But hon-
estly, that moment ... it’s 
great to see that.”

Pulisic played for his 
eighth U.S. coach, a re-
cord for an American 
player. The U.S. was 
missing injured regu-
lars Sergiño Dest, Tyler 

Coach Pochettino wins US debut as Musah and Pepi 
score second-half goals in 2-0 victory over Panama

United States head coach, Mauricio Pochettino, celebrates with fans after defeating Panama. AP

Spain’s Martin Zubimendi celebrates after scoring the opening goal 
against Denmark. AP

 Football Italia

GIANFRANCO Zola looks back over his career 
at  Cagliari, the joke Diego Armando Maradona 
made when meeting him at  Napoli, why he en-
joyed Chelsea and ‘suffered’ for Italy.

The Festival dello Sport in Trento was organised 
by La Gazzetta dello Sport and has seen a series 
of speakers interviewed on stage over the last few 
days.

‘Magic Box’ will always have to begin his story in 
his childhood home in Sardinia, where he started 
out at Cagliari.

“You need to keep your identity solid in order to 
help you navigate through stormy waters. Grow-
ing up in a small town with 7,000 inhabitants 
gave me a strong sense of identity and values that 
helped me in those moments when my beliefs and 
abilities were being challenged,” said Zola.

“I started hanging around training sessions at 
the age of 3, because my father was president of 
the local club, so football was always part of my 
life.”

*Zola joked with Maradona and soared at Chel-
sea

The move to Napoli in 1989 allowed him to work 
with the legendary Maradona, who at that time 
was at the height of his powers.

“It was my first time outside of Sardinia and that 
Napoli was the strongest team in Italy, so I was just 
starting out. Francini and Corradini practically ad-
opted me, on the field and off it.

“As for Maradona, we were two very differ-
ent people, even if he was far more humble and 
relaxed in private than in public. The first thing 
he said when he saw me was: ‘Finally, they have 
signed someone shorter than me!’ But he was only 
taller because of his hair…”

Zola came of age at a time  when Serie A was 
in thrall of tacticians who had no place for a tre-
quartista like him, so he was pushed towards the 
Premier League and Chelsea.

“I had good seasons at Parma and when I left, 
I was crying in front of (President Calisto) Tanzi. 
When I arrived in London, at the start it wasn’t all 
going well, but I discovered an incredible style of 
football. There they played only for the pleasure 
of playing and all the fans wanted was for each of 
us to give our all.”

AGENCIES 

Zola on meeting Maradona, 
Chelsea joy and Italy suffering

ley in the 79th to smash a rebound 
from outside the area past Kasper Sch-
meichel, who got his hand on the ball 
but couldn’t keep it out.

Zubimendi had impressed in the fi-
nal of Euro 2024 when he replaced Ro-
dri for the second half of Spain’s 2-1 win 
over England. Rodri seriously injured 
his right knee and required surgery on 
his ACL while playing for Manchester 
City last month.

“Martín is a treasure,” Spain coach 
Luis de la Fuente said. “I suppose with 
his goal he will get more attention, but 
his play, the fact that he’s got a comput-
er in his brain, means we are privileged 
to have him at a time when Rodri will 
be out for a while.”

Spain was also missing Nico Williams 
and Dani Olmo, two more players who 
excelled at the Euros, who are side-
lined with minor injuries.

Spain, the defending Nations League 
champion, has seven points in Group 
A4 after three games. Denmark has six 
points, and Serbia has four after beat-
ing the pointless Switzerland 2-0.

The Swiss didn’t help their cause 
with an own-goal by Nico Elvedi right 
before the interval.

Aleksandar Mitrovic doubled the 
lead for Serbia with a solo effort in the 
61st, and Serbia goalkeeper Predrag 
Rajkovic saved a penalty taken by Breel 
Embolo.

*Wins for Kosovo, Romania
Kosovo won 2-1 at Lithuania in 

League C, while Romania thumped Cy-
prus 3-0, Northern Ireland drew 0-0 at 
Belarus, and Bulgaria was held 0-0 at 
home by Luxembourg.
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DR Congo tops the group with nine 
points.

For Tanzania, Guinea’s sudden re-
vival is a significant threat. The Taifa 
Stars have three crucial matches re-
maining in the qualifiers, and they’ll 
need to perform at their best to fend 
off Guinea’s challenge and keep their 
AFCON hopes alive. 

Guinea’s star striker Guirassy, who 
missed the previous encounter when 
Tanzania won 2-1 in September, poses 
a serious challenge in the upcoming 
rematch.

Tanzania’s next game, a must-win 
clash against group leaders DR Congo, 
takes place tomorrow at the Benjamin 
Mkapa National Stadium in Dar es Sa-
laam. This match is crucial for Tan-
zania’s qualification chances, as they 
will likely need two victories from 
their remaining three fixtures to se-
cure a place in the 2025 AFCON finals. 

Following the match against DR 
Congo, Tanzania will face Ethiopia 

on November 11, before a potentially 
decisive showdown with Guinea on 
November 15.

Tanzania’s recent 1-0 loss to DR 
Congo last week has left little room 
for error. DR Congo’s win consolidat-
ed their position at the top of Group H 
with nine points, while Tanzania’s de-
feat means that any further slip-ups 
could jeopardize their qualification 
chances. With Guirassy returning to 
form for Guinea, Tanzania’s defense 
will face a daunting task when the two 
teams meet again next month.

Guirassy, who has been in prolific 
form for both club and country, is 
now a key figure in Guinea’s qualifica-
tion push. His hat-trick against Ethio-
pia was a stark reminder of his goal-
scoring prowess, and his presence 
will undoubtedly be a concern for 
Tanzania’s defense, which has already 
shown vulnerability against stronger 
opposition.

In the previous meeting between 

Ronaldo scores again in 
Nations League win for 
perfect Portugal. Spain 
finds replacement for Rodr
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Tanzania’s AFCON qualification hopes in jeopardy 
after Guinea’s victory against Ethiopia
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Simba eye redemption in derby as ticket 
sales begin for October 19 showdown

 By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

T
ANZANIA’s journey to 
the 2025 Africa Cup of 
Nations (AFCON) has 
taken a critical turn 

following Guinea’s commanding 
4-1 victory over Ethiopia in their 
recent Group H qualifier. 

This result has reshaped the 
dynamics of the group, putting 
added pressure on Tanzania as 
they aim to secure one of the 
coveted spots in the tourna-
ment.

Guinea’s resurgence, spear-
headed by a first-half hat-trick 
from Borussia Dortmund striker 
Serhou Guirassy, has shaken up 
Group H. 

The match, held at the Stade 
Olympique Alassane Ouattara 
in Abidjan on Saturday, saw the 
Syli National dominate Ethiopia 
from start to finish, catapulting 
them from the bottom of the 
group to third place. 

With three points, Guinea 
now trails Tanzania, who sit 
second with four points, while 

Coach Hemed Morocco 
confident of victory in 
must-win clash with DRC

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA national football team (Tiafa Stars) 
head coach, Hemed ‘Morocco’ Suleiman, remains 
optimistic about his team’s chances of reversing 
their fortunes against the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) in tomorrow’s Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) qualifier at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium 
in Dar es Salaam.

Last week, Taifa Stars fell to a narrow 1-0 defeat 
against DRC in Kinshasa, with a Clement Mzize 
own goal proving decisive. Despite the setback, 
Coach Morocco (pictured) is confident that his 
team can turn things around, emphasizing the 
need for accountability and unity as they prepare 
for the rematch.

“We have analyzed DRC’s playing style and iden-
tified opportunities we can exploit,” said Morocco. 
“Taifa Stars must maintain our momentum and 
strong tactical performance. In matches like these, 
quality can be the deciding factor. We need to be 
at our best, converting every scoring opportunity 
and remaining patient in defense. By forcing DRC 
into mistakes, we can gain the upper hand.”

Reflecting on the previous match, in which Tan-
zania adopted a more defensive strategy while 
DRC controlled possession, Morocco said his team 
is ready to adjust and be more clinical. He stressed 
the importance of capitalizing on every chance, 
especially against a side boasting many European-
based players.

“We’ve worked hard during training to correct 
the mistakes from the last game. I’m pleased with 
the team’s effort and believe we’ll have a fantastic 
match on Tuesday. The key is to protect the ball 
and avoid unnecessary long balls that play into 
DRC’s hands,” Morocco added.

As Taifa Stars prepare for back-to-back qualifiers 
against DRC, a win in tomorrow’s encounter could 
significantly boost Tanzania’s chances of qualify-
ing for the 2025 AFCON finals. Currently, the DRC 
leads Group H with nine points, while Tanzania 
sits second with four, just ahead of Guinea (three 
points) and Ethiopia (one point).

Morocco also acknowledged the crucial role 
fans will play in the match, urging them to show 
up in large numbers. 

“Our fans are invaluable. Their presence gives us 
energy, like having a 12th player on the field. I’m 
confident that with their support, our players will 
deliver a strong performance.”

Tanzania’s advantage in the qualifiers lies in 
their upcoming home matches, with three of their 
remaining four fixtures to be played at the Ben-
jamin Mkapa Stadium. This includes tomorrow’s 
clash against DRC, a key match against Ethiopia, 
and the final Group H showdown against Guinea 
on November 18.

Taifa Stars will face Ethiopia at a familiar ven-
ue after the Ethiopian FA chose Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium as their home ground for the qualifiers. 
Tanzania will look to improve on the goalless draw 
they played out in the last meeting with Ethiopia.

To secure qualification, Tanzania will need to 
capitalize on their home advantage and avoid any 
further slip-ups. A victory tomorrow will be cru-
cial in maintaining their push for a place in the AF-
CON finals in Morocco next year.

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

SIMBA have officially an-
nounced ticket sales for the 
highly anticipated Dar es Sa-
laam derby against long-time 
rivals Young Africans Sports 
Club (Yanga), set to take place 
on Saturday, October 19, at 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium. 

Simba will host the match 
in what is expected to be a 
thrilling showdown between 
the two Tanzanian football gi-
ants.

Ticket prices for the derby 
offer a range of options for 
fans. Regular stand tickets are 
priced at Tsh 5,000, while VIP 
tickets are available at differ-
ent rates: VIP A at Tsh 50,000, 
VIP B at Tsh 30,000, and VIP 
C at Tsh 20,000. Additionally, 
tickets for the popular Orange 
stands are set at Tsh 10,000. 

Simba’s management has 
urged fans to purchase their 
tickets early to avoid last-
minute delays and to ensure 
their attendance at this cru-
cial match.

As hosts, Simba have called 
on their supporters to create 
an electrifying atmosphere 
that could influence the out-

come of the game. With the 
home advantage at stake, the 
team hopes that a passionate 
fanbase will drive them to suc-
cess in this pivotal encounter.

Simba are on a mission to 
reclaim the Premier League 
title after three seasons with-
out it. Their pursuit of cham-
pionship glory has been fu-
eled by a rejuvenated squad 
and a renewed sense of pur-
pose under head coach Fadlu 
Davids. 

The derby against Young 
Africans is seen as a must-win 
match in Simba’s quest to re-
gain their crown as champi-
ons of Tanzanian football.

Young Africans, who have 
dominated Tanzanian foot-
ball for the past three seasons 
with consecutive league titles, 
pose a formidable challenge. 
Young Africans boast a strong 
and well-balanced squad, 
which has made them dif-
ficult to defeat, and they are 
determined to maintain their 
status as the top team in the 
country.

Simba’s recent form in der-
by matches against Young Af-
ricans has not been ideal. In 
their last ten league encoun-

ters, Simba have managed just 
one victory, while Young Afri-
cans have won four, and five 
matches have ended in draws. 
This record adds further pres-
sure on Simba as they look 
to change the narrative and 
maintain momentum in their 
title race.

Saturday’s derby marks the 
second time Coach Davids 
(pictured) will lead Simba 
against Young Africans this 
season. In their previous 
meeting in August during the 
Community Shield semi-fi-

nal, Young Africans narrowly 
edged out Simba with a 1-0 
victory. Despite that defeat, 
Davids believes his team is 
stronger now and capable of 
turning the tables in the up-
coming match.

Securing three points in this 
derby is crucial for Simba’s 
early-season title ambitions, 
especially after their recent 
setback - a 2-2 draw against 
Coastal Union in their last 
Premier League game. Anoth-
er stumble could complicate 
their path to reclaiming the 
league title. 

Davids has emphasized the 
importance of the derby, de-
scribing it as one of the most 
critical matches of the season.

“We are going to approach 
this game as if it is the last 
match of our lives,” Davids 
said, reflecting the urgency 
and determination within the 
team. 

Simba’s players echoed 
this sentiment during Simba 
Media Day, expressing their 
commitment to proving the 
team’s strength and form in 
this high-stakes encounter.

Simba’s current standing in 
the Premier League table re-

flects their strong start to the 
season. After five matches, 
they sit in second place with 
13 points, having won four 
and drawn one. Young Afri-
cans, with one game in hand, 
are fourth with 12 points from 
four matches. 

Both teams remain unde-
feated, adding further inten-
sity to what is already one of 
the most significant fixtures 
in Tanzanian football.

For Simba, this derby rep-
resents more than just brag-
ging rights - it’s about staying 
firmly in the title hunt. A win 
over Young Africans would 
boost their confidence and 
send a message to their rivals 
that Simba are a serious con-
tender for this season’s cham-
pionship.

As the Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium prepares to welcome a 
sea of passionate fans from 
both sides, anticipation is 
building for what promises 
to be a thrilling and intense 
battle. With both Simba and 
Young Africans eager to assert 
their dominance, all eyes will 
be on the Dar es Salaam der-
by, a match that could shape 
the rest of the season.

Taifa Stars players pictured on Saturday during a training session at KMC Complex in Dar es Salaam. Photo: 
Courtesy of TFF

Tanzania and Guinea, Guirassy’s ab-
sence was felt as the Taifa Stars capi-
talized on Guinea’s defensive gaps to 
secure a hard-fought 2-1 victory. How-
ever, with Guirassy back in the lineup, 
the upcoming rematch will present a 
far greater challenge for Tanzania. 

Guinea, eager to avenge their loss, 
will be pushing hard for a win that 
could see them overtake Tanzania in 
the standings.

Tanzania’s head coach Hemed ‘Mo-
rocco’ Suleiman faces a tough task 
ahead. After the disappointing loss to 
DR Congo, he must rally his players for 
tomorrow’s home game, knowing that 
victory could provide a much-needed 
boost ahead of their remaining fix-
tures. The home crowd at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium will play a crucial role 
in motivating the team as they look to 
secure three points.

Should Tanzania win against DR 
Congo, their path to AFCON qualifica-
tion will be clearer, but a loss could 
leave them vulnerable to a resurgent 
Guinea. The Taifa Stars will need to 
be especially vigilant in their final two 
matches, with the game against Ethi-
opia potentially offering their best 
chance for victory. However, much 
will depend on how they fare against 
both DR Congo and Guinea.

Tanzania’s immediate focus is on 
tomorrow’s match, but the loom-
ing challenge of facing Guinea with 
Guirassy in full form will require care-
ful preparation. Guinea’s hunger for 
a place in AFCON, coupled with their 
recent resurgence, makes them a for-
midable opponent. 

Ultimately, Tanzania’s fate in Group 
H rests on their performances in these 
final three matches. With the competi-
tion heating up, every point is crucial. 
The Taifa Stars must dig deep and find 
their best form to keep their AFCON 
2025 dreams alive.
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