
 By Songa wa Songa, Iringa

NEWLY fangled Iringa council of cus-
toms and traditions is a force to reckon 
with, going by its role in official govern-
ment functions in recent months.

National leaders visiting Iringa Region 
for various undertakings have members 
of this council appearing on the guest 
list, and increasingly receive the leaders 
and ensure that their stay is smooth.

These folks have been rubbing shoul-
ders with the highest government func-
tionaries, donned in Hehe traditional at-
tire, standing out from the crowd.

When Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 

arrived in Mafinga town, Mufindi District 
on Saturday to launch the forestry in-
vestment forum, members of this group 
were there to receive and usher him into 
the conference facility.

As the premier acknowledged officials 
in attendance as per the protocol, he 
named the group, seated in the front row 
alongside religious leaders. Their seats 
were reserved and marked out, and the 
premier had kind words for the elders.

“Every time we have a function in Ir-
inga, these elders are there and I’m told 
it won’t rain here until this conference is 
over,” he said, sending delegates into a 
long laughter amid clapping. 

These folks can stop rain from spoil-
ing outdoor functions such as the forum 
which is taking place at Wambi grounds 
with a number of exhibition pavilions. Or 
it is so believed.

The premier was not the first to ac-
knowledge this group; two speakers be-
fore him mentioned them and appreci-
ated their role.

So, can they really stop rain? They can-
not only stop it, they can make it rain 
during prolonged dry spells, they told 
this writer.

“We communicate with the greater 
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan and China’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Chen Mingjian (to the president’s left), cut the ribbon in Dar es Salaam yesterday at the handing over 
to the government of a National Defence College building put up with Chinese support at the college’s premises in the city’s Kunduchi suburb. Photo: State House. 

Mastercard 
prizes NMB
pay by card
leadership
 By Guardian Reporter

ALTHOUGH Tanzania remains largely a cash econo-
my, it is making impressive progress towards inclusive 
digital finance with NMB BankPlc playing a decisive role 
in promoting growth of a robust retail payments mar-
ket, a global service provider has declared.

MasterCard International, a global pioneer in pay-
ment innovation and technology, recognised the bank 
late last week for unrivalled investment in digital in-
novation and supporting national efforts to enable the 
country move towards a cashless society.

The American multinational acknowledged the NMB 
Bank’s digital economy endeavours and its financial in-
clusion commitment upon naming it the fastest growth 
bank in card usage in Tanzania.

NMB was on Friday awarded a trophy for posting 
staggering growth in MasterCard payment cards usage 
above MasterCard point of sale spend records, with its 
gross dollar value going up 30 per cent year on year. 

“MasterCard International congratulates NMB Bank 
for record growth in card usage in Tanzania during 
2021,” affirms the recognition wording on the plaque.

NMB Bank is the first bank in the region to get such 
recognition, the first and only lender to have ever in-
creased usage of MasterCard payment cards by over 

100 per cent in 12 months, the firm noted.
Filbert Mponzi, the NMB chief of retail banking, said 

the monumental feat was attained between June 2020 
and June 2021, a direct outcome of related digital devel-
opment trends.

There was massive growth of NMB MasterCard us-
ers and holders who now exceed three million, with 
unprecedented increase in point of sales (POS) transac-
tions using the cards, going up by 104 per cent during 
the period, he said.

 By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR is set to build ten quality 
district hospitals and one regional 
hospital through the International 

Monetary Fund (IMF) emergency financial 
assistance to scale up health services across 
the Indian Ocean archipelago.

Zanzibar’s Minister for Health, Social Wel-
fare, Elderly, Gender and Children, Nassor 
Ahmed Mazrui, told journalists at the week-
end that this is a major axis of expenditure 
of IMF funds handed to the ministry.

As part of measures to revive the econo-
my after the Covid-19 pandemic stoppages, 
the Zanzibar government obtained 230bn/- 

from the 1.3trn/- loan from IMF that will ac-
celerate development in the Isles. 

A total of 69bn/- has gone to the health 
ministry, he stated, noting that each of the 
proposed district hospitals will have 100 
beds capacity, along with staff houses to ac-
commodate 16 families.

In Unguja, the hospitals will be built in 

Chumbuni, Magogoni, Kivunge, Pangatupu, 
Dunga and Makunduchi, while in Pemba 
they will be constructed at Micheweni and 
Kinyasini Wete, he stated.

The Zanzibar government will also con-
struct a five-storey regional hospital at Lu-
mumba in Urban West Region with capacity 
for 200 beds, he said, elaborating that .the 

facility will feature an outpatient depart-
ment, inpatient department and will be 
installed with magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) and Computerized Tomography (CT) 
scanners, to check the body for tumours). 

‘Traditional leaders are movers, shakers’

IMF cash: Z’bar eyes 10 hospitals

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, 

Karatu

THE government is em-
barking on an ambitious 
programme of updating all 
villages in the country into 

townships through improv-
ing infrastructures, basic 
facilities and community 
services.
Mohamed Mchengerwa, 
the Minister of State in the 
President’s Office (Public 
Service Management and 

Good Governance), ex-
plained here at the weekend 
that the government was 
heavily investing in projects 
targeting poverty, ignorance 
and diseases, and this time 
right from the village level.
“We are building primary 

and secondary schools as 
well as establishing colleges 
right at village level depend-
ing on particular residents’ 
requirements. This also goes 
in tandem with improving 
infrastructure, power sup-
plies and other basic needs,” 

he said. 
“We are turning villages into 
townships, in that every-
thing that is available in 
urban areas will be made ac-

Minister: All villages becoming townships
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 “Today is a monumental 
day for NMB Bank and for the 
development of digital finance 
and financial inclusion in Tan-
zania,” he stated.

“This MasterCard reward 
recognises our endless efforts 
to champion digital inclusion 
and supporting the national 
quest for a cashless economy,” 
he asserted.

This recognition is another 
accolade for NMB’s market 
leadership, the latest award it 
has scooped this year for oper-
ational excellence, he stressed.

 NMB leads in most aspects 
of banking like profit levels, de-
posits mobilisation, total assets 
and now card payments. To 
maintain this position, “NMB 
will continue to strategically 
invest and innovate channels 
that offer card and payment 
solutions,” he elaborated.

“Our leadership in card issu-
ance is attributable to technol-
ogy investments and a dedicat-
ed team of professionals who 
advise on the best solutions 
for clients’ needs,” he further 
noted.

“We will continue to drive 
the right payment behaviour 
for our customers and Tanza-
nia at large and we are pleased 
to work with MasterCard, 

whose global payments tech-
nology and expertise have pro-
vided relevant payment prod-
ucts for our growing customer 
base.”

Their cards venture dates 
back to 2014 when they 
formed a partnership to use 
electronic payments to help 
reduce cash dependence and 
back the national financial in-
clusion agenda.

MasterCard East Africa man-
ager Shehryar Ali commended 
NMB for concerted digital fi-
nance and innovation efforts. 

However, cash was still king 
in the country and expensive 
for the economy, with the 
cost of cash in Tanzania cited 
as two per cent of GDP at pre-
sent. “This is very expensive 
because the money has to be 
printed, stored, transported 
and secured,” he pointed out.

Up to 90 per cent of com-
mercial transactions in Tanza-
nia are done in cash, he stated, 
seeing the rewarding of NMB 
as more than the MasterCard 
card usage growth record.

“We are also celebrating 
NMB for being a pillar of finan-
cial inclusion in Tanzania and 
a champion of digital finance 
who has been of great service 
to the country and its people,” 
he added.

Mastercard prizes 
NMB card payments
leadership function

FROM PAGE 1

cessible in rural areas as well,” 
he affirmed during a visit by 
members of the Governance and 
Local Governments parliamen-
tary committee.
Tanzania has more than 12,000 
villages in rural areas that hold 
over 80 percent of the coun-
try’s population. Around 10,000 
villages are now connected to 
the national electricity grid, he 
stated.
The government has injected 
2.03trn/- for extending these 
services, apart from funds dis-
bursed by the Tanzania Social 
Action Fund (TASAF) for other 
community development pro-

jects.
Abdallah Chaurembo, the com-
mittee chairman, said his team 
was satisfied by the TASAF 
projects being undertaken in 
Arusha and Karatu districts, as 
local residents have also been 
contributing their own funds 
and labour.
The parliamentary delegation is 
in the region inspecting projects 
being executed by the Tanza-
nia Social Action Fund (TASAF) 
in the two districts, including 
school buildings, staff housing, 
road construction, health cent-
ers, agriculture and livestock 
keeping. 
Over 130bn/- intended to ben-
efit 3.5m people in five regions 

in TASAF fourth phase projects 
partnership nationally. More 
than 3.5m people in five regions 
will benefit from the TASAF 
fourth phase round of projects 
launched in the region.
TASAF Executive Director 
Ladislaus Mwamanga previ-
ously stated during the national 
launch that new phase will be 
executed in 33 districts of Aru-
sha, Njombe, Geita, Mwanza and 
Simiyu regions from November 
2021 to October 2022.
In the TASAF fourth phase 
projects the government is 
disbursing 130bn/- to undertake 
around 1,500 poverty reduc-
tion projects in the five regions. 
Over 600 projects will seek to 

create employment among the 
youth; 372 projects focus on in-
frastructure, while 528 projects 
relate to the fund’s core mission 
of domestic income generation. 
Regional Commissioner John 
Mongella said that Arusha has 
received 1.5bn/- during October.
The first and second phases of 
TASAF projects executed from 
2005 to 2015 benefitted two 
million people in Lindi and 
Mtwara regions, holding 5.3 per-
cent of the country’s population.
In the third phase 743 projects 
addressing health, water, educa-
tion and infrastructure develop-
ment were executed in 13 dis-
tricts across Arusha and Njombe 
districts, among others.

power through the spir-
its of our ancestors and our 
prayers get answered,” said 
council chairman Augustino 
Motomkali.

“Before colonialism and in-
troduction of new religions, 
we Africans had our way 
of praying and that is what 
we—a section of Hehe com-
munity— has maintained,” he 
declared.

Council secretary Serafino 
Lanzi said apart from making 
or stopping rain, the council 
also works to deter disasters 
and calamities such as deadly 
diseases.

The group also promotes 
peace and tranquility in the 
Hehe community by swiftly 
dealing with trouble mak-
ers. For instance, the group 
stopped proliferation of con-
men masquerading as tradi-
tional healers in Iringa, he 
asserted.

Because the council has 
its own department of tradi-
tional medicines, it was easy 
to identify the pretenders 
and stop them from swin-
dling unsuspecting residents 
of Iringa. Issues such as 
temporarily stopping rain, 
for which the group is well 
known, are handled by cul-
ture department.

He said the group’s work-
ing relationship with the gov-
ernment is not new, starting 
since the days of the Father 
of the Nation, Mwalimu Julius 
Nyerere.

“Every time Mwalimu came 
to Iringa, we received him at 
the airport; he respected us 
a lot,” the council chairman 
underlined.

Motomkali affirmed that 

all other presidents who fol-
lowed respected their role 
and the elders have been 
taking part in key events at-
tended by national leaders in 
the region.

Asked why this is unique 
to Iringa and if he would 
want to see other communi-
ties and regions set up such 
councils, Motomkali sound-
ed somewhat subdued.

“Every community and re-
gion has their own way of life. 
I do not want to impose what 
Hehe people do to other 
communities,” he responded.

The Hehe tribe has a pecu-
liar mention in the history of 
Tanzania as its legendary par-
amount chief Mkwavinyika 
Munyigumba Mwamuyinga, 
known to the Germans and 
the British later as Mkwawa, 
put up a prolonged resist-
ance against German pacifi-
cation of the territory until 
being defeated and hanging 
himself in the 1890s.

Based at his Kalenga Fort 
in Iringa, Mkwawa’s warriors 
dealt a German unit under 
a junior officer a blow, com-
pelling imperial authorities 
in Berlin to send over Major 
Hermann von Wissman with 
a better equipped army unit, 
who crushed all remaining 
resistance from chiefs in Irin-
ga, Tabora, Kilimanjaro and 
elsewhere.

Instead of surrendering 
like most war losers do, Mk-
wawa took his own life in 
1898 to avoid the humilia-
tion of being captured. As-
tonished at his resolve and 
ability to fight, the Germans 
severed his skull and moved 
it to Berlin until 1954 when it 
was returned. It now resides 
at the Mkwawa Memorial Mu-
seum at Kalenga.

Traditional 
leaders take 
up movers, 
shakers role
FROM PAGE 1

Dar es Salaam regional commissioner Amos Makalla (in suit) pictured yesterday inaugurating 300m/- Kinondoni municipality’s Kigogo Market, which has been built 
by Coca-Cola Kwanza Ltd and is expected to accommodate at least 100 small traders. Flanking him are the firm’s managing director, Unguu Sulay (L), and Kinondoni 
mayor Songoro Mnyonge. Photo: Guardian Correspondent   
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Minister: All villages to grow into townships

By Guardian Reporter

DEPUTY Minister in 
the Vice President’s Of-
fice (Union and Envi-
ronment) Hamad Has-
san Chande has raised 
concerns over increased 
rate of deforestation, a 
situation which threat-
ens the country’s secu-
rity.

Chande said this re-
cently when speaking 
at the launch of the Sus-
tainable Environmental 
Restoration and Biodi-
versity Conservation 
project held in Mbeya.

Studies indicate that 
every year, Tanzania los-
es an average of approxi-
mately 469,420 hectares 
of forests and that loss 
has led to significant 
loss of biodiversity and 
the risk of extinction of 
some important species 
of plant and animal spe-
cies.

“If the rate of envi-
ronmental degradation 
is not controlled, our 
country will be at risk 
of desertification, an as-
sessment by the Minis-
try of Natural Resources 
and Tourism has shown 

that deforestation still 
continues in many parts 
of the country. We will 
need 167bn/- to restore 
the environment, the 
amount that could be 
spent in development 
projects,” Chande said.

He said Tanzania is es-
timated to have 48.1 mil-
lion hectares of forest 
equivalent to an average 
of 51 percent of the total 
land area which has sig-
nificant benefits in bio-
diversity conservation 
including biodiversity, 
water resources, helps 
reduce global warm-

ing and more it helps to 
keep the land fertile.

The deputy minister 
warned that the govern-
ment will not tolerate 
any form of misconduct 
in the implementation 
of the environmental 
restoration and biodi-
versity conservation 
project. He said the of-
fice of the Vice President 
will be at the forefront to 
ensure value for money 
at each of the specific 
projects to be imple-
mented.

In her welcoming 
remarks, Permanent 

Secretary in the Vice 
President’s Office, Mary 
Maganga said the pro-
ject is funded by the 
Global Environment 
Fund (GEF) to a tune of 
$11.2 million equivalent 
to 25.7bn/-.

The PS said the aim of 
the project is to strength-
en joint management 
of the environment and 
restoration of degraded 
land to bring prosperity 
to ecosystems and socie-
ty as a whole and is part 
of a major global project 
being implemented in 
11 countries around the 

world including Tanza-
nia.

Maganga thanked GEF 
and the United Nations 
Environment Program 
(UNEP) for working 
with the government to 
secure funding for the 
implementation of the 
project as well as for 
the IUCN in collabora-
tion with the office of 
the Vice President in all 
stages of project prepa-
ration.

The project is imple-
mented in Mbeya, Ruk-
wa, Iringa, Kigoma and 
Njombe regions. 

Minister worried over increased deforestation rate in the country

The facility will offer 
specialized services such 
as ear, nose and throat 
(ENT) treatment, along 
with eye and dental clinics, 
while envisaged hospital 
facilities will be installed 
with incinerators.

“These hospitals will 
help to improve health 
service delivery and 
decongest patients at the 
Mnazi Mmoja Referral 
Hospital,” the minister 
noted, explaining that 
efforts continue to 
improve the Abdallah 
Mzee Regional Hospital in 
Pemba.

“We will also build an 
intensive care unit (ICU), 

mortuary and digital X-ray, 
dialysis services, operation 
theatre room equipment 
and an oxygen plant to 
supply oxygen directly 
to the patient’s bed,” he 
explained.

Using the monies, the 
government will procure 
12 four wheel drive ambu-
lances to be distributed to 
district hospitals and two 
regional hospitals, while 
the government purchases 
five vehicles for distribu-
tion of drugs and medical 
equipment to hospitals 
and health centres, the 
minister noted.

 “This will reduce trans-
port cost as we are current-
ly spending a lot of money 
to hire vehicles from pri-

vate firms. Having our own 
vehicles would also ensure 
safety of drugs and medi-
cal equipment,” he stated.

Drawings of all these 
hospitals have been com-
pleted and procurement 
procedures are underway. 
Tenders will soon be an-
nounced to get contractors 
who will start implement-
ing the projects early next 
month, and expected to 
be completed by mid next 
year.

All the health facilities 
are to be built by local 
contractors to stimulate 
Zanzibar’s economy, thus 
local contractors need to 
grab these opportunity 
wisely, he added.

IMF cash: Z’bar eyes 10 hospitals
FROM PAGE 1

 By Special Correspondent

THE Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation, the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency 
(SIDA), and UNICEF today an-
nounced a $150 million financial 
guarantee to help UNICEF procure 
vaccines and other health-related 
supplies for low- and middle-in-
come countries (LMICs).

This financing, effective through 
2025, will help sustain national 
immunization programs, including 
COVID-19 vaccination campaigns, 
and enable the timely procurement 
of essential health supplies while 
domestic financing is mobilized. 

Many low- and middle-income 
countries rely on UNICEF’s 
procurement services to secure 
access to a wide array of affordable 

essential health supplies as part 
of their emergency response 
and to meet routine needs. With 
the COVID-19 pandemic putting 
decades of work to improve 
child survival in jeopardy, this 
new financing will help improve 
the sustainable and reliable 
availability of essential and often 
lifesaving health supplies, such as 
diagnostics, syringes, and oxygen 
concentrators.

“The world cannot have a system 
in which supplies that are critical to 
improving the health of all people 
are auctioned to the highest bidder, 
forcing poorer countries to go 
without,” said Chris Elias, president 
of the Global Development 
Division at the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation. 

Gates, SIDA, UNICEF for US$150m guarantee to 
help access to vaccines, health supplies in LMICs
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma 

  REPRESENTATIVES from the Unit-
ed States government and Tanzania 
celebrated the achievements of the 
US Agency for International Develop-
ment’s (USAID) Boresha Afya (“Better 
Health”) North-Central and Southern 
Zone activities. 

Through strong collaboration and 
enduring partnership with the govern-
ment of Tanzania, the $222 million-
dollar, five-year Boresha Afya activities 
improved health outcomes for mil-
lions of Tanzanians in 12 regions across 
the country. 

HIV, malaria, and tuberculosis (TB) 
are among the leading causes of ill-
ness, disability, and death in Tanzania. 
The lack of access to maternal/child 
health and family planning services 
for Tanzanian citizens, especially for 
women and adolescents, also contrib-
utes to poor health. Too many Tanza-
nians are unable to access high quality, 
inclusive health services, with limited 
coordination between facilities and 
communities resulting in inadequate 
support for patients. 

Over the last five years, the Boresha 
Afya activities employed dynamic and 
innovative solutions to address these 
challenges. The activities’ primary ob-

jectives were to increase the availabil-
ity of- and improve access to- quality 
health services at the community level. 
To achieve its objectives, the activities 
combined HIV services with sexual/
reproductive health, TB, and family 
planning services, and coordinated 
between health service providers, and 
communities. 

As a result of the Boresha Afya ac-
tivities, over 8.3 million Tanzanians 
received HIV testing services of which 
nearly 340 thousand learned their HIV 
positive status. 

All HIV positive patients were en-
rolled on life saving antiretroviral 
treatment. Furthermore, Boresha 
Afya reached over 10 million clients 
through the provision of family plan-
ning outreach services.

Speaking at the event, USAID Mis-
sion Director V. Kate Somvongsiri ad-
dressed the guest of honour, Minister 
of the President’s Office for Regional 
Administration and Local Govern-
ment, Ummy Mwalimu. 

“Honorable Minister, we hope the 
achievements highlighted in this meet-
ing will encourage your ministry to 
maintain an enabling environment 
that will continue to support an inte-
grated approach to health services de-
livery for all Tanzanians so that these 
achievements can be sustained.”

US celebrates 5 years of improving HIV, 
TB and family planning health services 

  Minister challenges graduates to venture into their own businesses    
By Correspondent Joseph 

Mwendapole

Industry and Trade min-
ister Prof Kitila Mkumbo has 
challenged graduates to start 
their own businesses after 
they complete their stud-
ies instead of wasting time 
searching for white collar 
jobs in government and pri-
vate sectors.

Prof Mkumbo threw the 
challenge over the weekend 
in Dar es Salaam during the 
56th Business College of Edu-
cation (CBE), graduation cer-
emony.

The minister said every 
year over 800,000 students 
graduate from different uni-
versities all over the country 
so there is no room for all 
of them to get employment 
from either government or 
private sector suggesting that 
the only solution is to be crea-
tive and start their own busi-
ness

 “Employment opportuni-
ties in government are very 
limited and we have thou-
sands of graduates each year 
so the important thing is for 
you to be innovative and be-
gin you own things. There is 

no employment but there 
are many things you can do 
by using the skills you have 
acquired here,” said Prof 
Mkumbo.

 He also said that the gov-
ernment recognizes the im-
portance and achievement 
of the college and also the in-
frastructure challenges they 
face but plan are underway to 
solve them so that the college 
can run smoothly.

He argue the college man-
agement to emphasize on 
business training for the stu-
dents, provide short courses 
for none students and con-

duct researches which will 
solve some challenges in 
business sector.

He said government rec-
ognizes the importance of 
business education in the 
country’s development and 
the vivid examples are the 
developed countries like Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa which have in-
vested a lot in modern tech-
nology and business educa-
tion.

Professor Mkumbo said 
entrepreneurship skills need 
innovation and participation 
from others so that it become 

very easy to reach the intend-
ed goals adding that there are 
abundant opportunities like 
lakes, ocean, rivers, minerals 
and natural resources which 
can be used to create wealthy.

On his part, the CBE Rec-
tor, Professor Emanuel 
Mjema said apart from the 
increments of the number of 
courses at the college, they 
have continued with their 
development plan to ensure 
that the college becomes 
number one in education 
provision among universities.

He said they provide edu-
cation by looking at the mar-

ket demand adding that they 
have continued to sponsor 
their lecturers to reach the 
level of (PhDs) by using inter-
nal funds.

Professor Mjema said CBE 
have 35 lectures with PhDs 
and still they plan to ensure 
that many lectures go for 
more studies adding that cur-
rently the college has spon-
sored 43 lectures to pursue 
their PhDs studies and other 
11 to study master’s level.

Professor Mjema asked the 
government to continue to 
sponsor the college lectures 
so that they can be able to 

advance their carries to the 
level of PhDs which is impor-
tant in higher learning insti-
tutions.

Professor Mjema also said 
CBE face the challenge of 
funds for research activities, 
but he thanked the govern-
ment for paying salaries to all 
college staff.

“This is very important 
contribution to our college 
which ensure that CBE as in-
stitution run smoothly and 
that main thing we are do-
ing here is teaching, doing 
researches and doing consul-
tancies,” he said

Farida Kamala (R), a senior relationship manager with Absa Bank Tanzania, speaks at the bank’s pavilion on the last day of the weeklong 
Financial Services Week in Dar es Salaam yesterday. She was briefing visitors on the bank’s products and services. Photo: Guardian Cor-
respondent
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By Correspondent Rose Mwalongo

TANZANIA has won praise for putting 
in place a National Plan of Action to end 
Violence against Women and Children.

The observations were made in Geneva 
during the 39th session of the Universal 
Periodic Review Working Group held in 
Geneva on November 5, 2021.

In her comments, Norway said Tanza-
nia’s action to implement a National Plan 
of Action to end Violence against Women 
and Children was recommendable.

For her part, Korea commended the 
move by Tanzania to implement the Plan 
a move she said will help to combat vio-
lence against women and children.

In her recommendations, Namibia 
called upon Tanzania to strengthen plan-
ning, budgeting and institutional mecha-
nisms at the national and sub level to en-
sure effective implementation of the plan. 

For her part, Spain called upon Tan-
zania to set aside adequate resources 
for the National Plan of Action to End 
Violence against Women and Children 
to strengthen the fight against child and 
forced marriages.

In 2016, the government in collabora-
tion with various stakeholders managed 
to put in place The National Plan of Ac-
tion to End Violence Against Women and 
Children 2017/18 – 2021/22 to eliminate 
all forms of violence against women and 
children in Tanzania.

Among the priority areas of the Nation-
al Plan is to encourage and support wom-
en and children to stand against violence 
wherever and whenever they see it and 
effectively engage men in the process.

The National Plan of Action to End 
Violence Against Women and Children 
2017/18 – 2021/22 seeks to modify harm-
ful gender norms that perpetuate harm-
ful traditional practices such as FGM and 
child marriage.

It also seeks to transform parenting 
norms that condone physical and emo-
tional violence against children or that 
results in violation cases which go unre-
ported,” reads the Plan in part.

In 2011, Tanzania released findings of 
Violence against Children (VAC) survey 
which found that nearly one in three girls 
and one out of seven boys experience 
some form of sexual violence before turn-
ing 18.

The report further indicated that most 
children do not report their experience, 
few seek services, and even fewer actual-
ly receive any care, treatment, or support 
if they do report

According to the 2010 Demographic 
Health Survey, 39 percent of women aged 
15-49 have ever experienced physical vio-
lence since age 15 and almost one-third 
of women (33%) aged 15-49 experienced 
physical violence in the 12 months prior 
to the survey.

Tanzania wins accolades for 
putting in place national plan 
of action for ending violence 
against women and children 

APHFTA, USAID donate 
equipment to improve 
Iringa  health services

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, 
Iringa

THE Association of Private 
Health Facilities in Tanzania 
(APHFTA) with the support 
from the United States Agency 
for International Develop-
ment (USAID) through the 
‘Tohara Salama’ project has 
donated anaesthesia kit worth 
more than 8m/- to Iringa re-
gional hospital.

The donation is part of the 
project’s implementation 
which has also seen a total 
of 12,066 men in the region 
undergoing circumcision ser-
vices, a move which is aimed 
to reduce new HIV/Aids infec-
tions.

Speaking at the handing 
over ceremony yesterday, US-
AID Project Manager for ‘Toha-
ra Salama’, Anjelina Mchome 
said the project which is im-
plemented for two years, aims 
to expand Voluntary Medical 
Male Circumcision (VMMC) 
services in five priority re-

gions in Tanzania including 
Morogoro, Tabora, Singida, 
Iringa and Njombe.

A total of 1,600 bottles of 
‘Bupivacaine Injection’ worth 
8.8m/- have been donated.

She said that men who were 
circumcised included those 
aged 15 years an above, and 
that the target has been met 
by 94 percent within a year.

Mchome said the Toraha 
Salama project aims to reduce 
new HIV infections for 15-year-
olds, adults and beyond add-
ing that that is the second year 
in the implementation of the 
project for Iringa Region.

In Iringa Region, the project 
is being implemented in five 
councils and 18 health cent-
ers.

Mchome added that the 
Tohara Salama project em-
powers service providers by 
providing them with capac-
ity building training to ensure 
provision of better services 
and ultimately reduce the 
new HIV/Aids infections.

Iringa Regional Medical 
Officer (RMO) Dr Mohamed 
Mang’una said the support of 
anaesthesia kits is timely as it 
would help to improve surgi-
cal services.

He said the APHFTA has 
been at the forefront of con-
tributing to the provision of 
quality health care services 
through the safe circumcision 
project.

Dr Mang’una said the or-
ganization has helped in the 
fight against COVID -19 by en-
couraging people to get vac-
cinated.

He added that the support 
would assist in surgical opera-
tions at major hospitals and 
district health facilities.

He appealed to other devel-
opment partners to support 
the government’s efforts to-
wards improvement of health 
services.

Voluntary medical male cir-
cumcision (VMMC) reduces 
female-to-male sexual trans-
mission of HIV by 60 percent.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and UNAIDS 
recommend the implemen-
tation of VMMC programs 
in countries with a high HIV 
prevalence among the general 
population.

VMMC is cost-effective and 
should be included, alongside 
behavioural and structural 
strategies, as part of a compre-
hensive HIV prevention plan.

Magu district commissioner Salum Kalii (L) exchanges views with his Ilemela counterpart, Hassan Massala (R), and Barrick North 
Mara Mine community relations manager Gilbert Mworia during the launch of Barrick’s Local Business Development Programme 
in Mwanza city at the weekend. The thrust of the scheme is on building the capacity of mining sector suppliers. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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In 2011, Tanzania re-
leased findings of Vio-
lence against Children 
(VAC) survey which 
found that nearly one in 
three girls and one out 
of seven boys experience 
some form of sexual vio-
lence before turning 18

 MAGADISHU

The African Union Mission in Somalia (AMISOM) 
has confirmed that two of their soldiers have been 
sentenced to death for killing Somali civilians.

In a statement, the peacekeeping mission said the 
two soldiers and three others handed 39 years in 
prison will be repatriated from Somalia to Uganda 
to serve their sentences

“As soldiers, we have a responsibility to protect 
lives and property. Our mission in Somalia is to de-
grade Al-Shabaab and other armed groups. In doing 
so, we absolutely have every responsibility to pro-
tect the civilian population, and this is very clear in 
our Rules of Engagement,” said the Ugandan People 
Defence Force Contingent and AMISOM Sector 1 
Commander, Brig. Gen. Don Nabasa.

The Head of AMISOM, Francisco Madeira, thanked 
the Government of the Republic of Uganda and the 
Federal Government of Somalia for their co-opera-
tion and support. Ambassador Madeira deeply re-
grets the killing of the civilians and has, once again, 
conveyed his and AMISOM’s condolences to the be-
reaved families for the tragic incident.

“As a Mission, AMISOM remains deeply commit-
ted to the cause of peace, security and stability in 
Somalia and the protection of the local population 
in strict respect of International Humanitarian Law 
(IHL), International Human Rights Law, and AMI-
SOM rules of Engagement. All these instruments are 
part and parcel of our core values and mandate,” 
said Ambassador Madeira.

Amisom confirms Ugandan 
solders’ conviction in a court 
martial for killing Somali civilians

Voluntary medical 
male circumcision 
(VMMC) reduces 
female-to-male 
sexual transmis-
sion of HIV by 60 
percent
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newsnational news

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

MOROGORO Regional Commissioner 
Martine Shigella has intervened and 
solved the scarcity of pit latrines that 
saw teachers and students of Mkuyuni 
secondary school in Morogoro Districts 
here the same single pit latrine.

Shigella instructed the Morogoro 
district executive director to set aside 
11m/- from its internal sources for 
the construction of pit latrines at the 
school.

The RC was forced to intervene fol-
lowing reports from the school’s assis-
tant head teacher saying for a long time 
both students and teachers have been 
sharing the same    single pit latrine. 

RC Shigella issued the directives fol-
lowing his visit to inspect various de-
velopment projects in the district and 
listen to people’s complaints. 

He said if Morogoro District Council 
was able to allocate 30m/- for finishing 
construction work of girl students at 
the school, it should also dish out funds 
for building the pit latrines. 

For his part, the district executive 
director Rehema Bwasi assured the RC 
that she will allocate the money for the 
pit latrines construction at the school.

Earlier, the assistant headmaster of 
the Mkuyuni secondary school, Reward 
Kihedu said the school has more than 
900 students and 20 teachers, but add-
ed that the main problem was the lack 
of pit latrines, saying they had only one 
pit latrine for the entire school.

RC intervenes 
on school’s pit 
latrine scarcity 

National quality awards lined up for inauguration in Dar es Salaam today
By Correspondent Felix Andrew

INDUSTRY and Trade min-
ister Prof Kitila Mkumbo is 
today expected to grace the 
launch of a national qual-
ity awards competition to be 
held in Dar es Salaam.

Speaking to reporters in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday, the quality 
control manager at Tanzania 
Bureau of Standards (TBS) Ger-
vas Kaisi said the awards have 
been organised by the standard 
watchdog in collaboration with 
Tanzania Private sector Foun-

dation (TPSF).
Kaisi said  the competition 

would involve five categories 
namely award for best com-
pany, best annual product, 
best annual service provider, 
best foreign seller  and the last 
award would go to an individu-

al who has done a lot in quality 
related issues.

He said the event would 
also be used to award winners 
emerged during last year’s 
competition which was organ-
ised by TBS in collaboration 
with TPSF, CTI, SIDO, Zanzibar 

Bureau of Standard (ZBS) TC-
CIA and TanTrade.

The TBS official thanked 
the government through the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
for handling the whole event 
which would be the initial 
preparation for winners to take 

part in the coming SADC com-
petition.  According to him, the 
awards are part of the govern-
ment initiatives towards im-
provement of goods and servic-
es produced locally to adhere 
to required standards during 
the production process.

Kaisi said the awards would 
increase efficiency among pro-
ducers and service providers 
hence raise equal fairness. 
He urged the producers and 
service providers to take part 
during the whole period of 
competition.

Bank of India staff pictured at their Dar es Salaam offices interact with customer Winfrida Bundala (L), who visited the bank during the just-ended National Financial Service Week for 
a feel of services and goods on offer there. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala
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national news

By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

STANBIC Bank Tanzania Limited 
has donated 21 oxygen tanks worth 
approximately15m/- to Kilimanjaro 
Christian Medical Centre (KCMC) in 
its efforts to support the health sec-
tor in the country. 

Bank’s Head of Risk, Wilmot 
Ishengoma, handed over the oxy-
gen tanks to the Kilimanjaro Re-
gional Medical Officer, Dr Credianus 
Mgimba, who represented the Kili-
manjaro Regional Commissioner at 
a hand over ceremony held at the 
hospital. 

“This donation is a mark of soli-
darity with our fellow Tanzanians, 
customers and the community-at-
large. Medical oxygen is critical to 
our health and we are honored to 
offer our support in making it avail-
able so that lives can be saved,” said 
Ishengoma. 

The KCMC acting Executive Di-
rector, Dr Stephen Kolimba com-
mended Stanbic Bank Tanzania 
Limited for the donation, stating 
that it will reduce the deficit of the 
much needed gas cylinders at the 
hospital. 

In receiving the donation, Dr 
Mgimba thanked the bank, stating 
that the demand for medical servic-
es is continuously increasing, thus 
the need for continued support 
from stakeholders. 

The handover of 21 oxygen tanks 
to KCMC follows a donation of 7 
oxygen tanks to Bugando Refer-
ral Hospital in Mwanza in October 
2021. In Mwanza, the handover of 
the donation was done by Stanbic 
Bank’s Head of Technology and Op-
erations, Mussa Ally, and received 
by the Mwanza Regional Commis-
sioner, Eng. Robert Gabriel. 

To-date, Stanbic Bank Tanzania 
has contributed over 1bn/- as part 
of its Corporate Social Investment, 
mainly in health and education sec-
tors. 

Stanbic Bank donates 21 oxygen tanks  
to KCMC in support to health sector   

Serengeti Breweries Limited customers celebrate with Guinness Smooth during the brand’s launch in Mbeya city at the weekend. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, 

DAR ES SALAAM Regional Commission-
er, Amos Makalla has commended Coca-
Cola Kwanza Ltd—a subsidiary of Coca-
Cola Beverages Africa for constructing two 
market facilities to support food vendors 
at Coco Beach and Kigogo in Kinondoni 
District.

Makalla showered the praise to the firm 
over the weekend at the handover event of 
a market facility built at Kigogo, the area 
previously known as Kigogo dampo.

This came just a few weeks after the sub-

sidiary of Coca-Cola Beverages Africa built 
structures at Coco-Beach to support food 
vendors. The two facilities will directly 
benefit more than two hundred young 
men and women within Dar es Salaam.

“The donation came at right time when 
the government is working towards real-
locating street vendors to conducive work-
ing environment, on behalf of the govern-
ment I would like to extend our greatest 
thanks to Coca-Cola Kwanza Ltd by coming 
up in right moment to join government ef-
forts on empowering our citizen economi-
cally targeting women and youth who are 

majority group in our country population,” 
said the Regional Commissioner.

Makalla called upon other institutions, 
stakeholders, and non-government or-
ganizations to benchmark what Coca-Cola 
Kwanza Ltd did on working together and 
support the government’s efforts in finding 
solutions to community challenges.

The Kigogo market was handed over to 
Kinondoni municipal council and will be 
managed by the council, the government 
promises to further develop the market 
to accommodate more formal space for 
street vendors.

Speaking at the event, Coca-Cola kwan-
za’s Managing Director, Unguu Sulay said: 
“We are here to refresh Tanzanians and 
make a difference in their lives by creating 
a more sustainable and better shared fu-
ture. We are focused on empowering youth 
and women and our recent community 
support aligns perfectly with the govern-
ment’s efforts to relocate street vendors to 
more formal areas where they can get fur-
ther support for growing their businesses.”

Elaborating the project, The Director 
of Public Affairs, Communications, and 
Sustainability, Salum Nassor said: “This 

modern market with access to utilities like 
municipal water and electricity will incor-
porate space for food vendors, shops, and 
vegetable market but will in near future 
include a facility for collection of post-
consumer PET bottles for sale to recyclers 
helping to clean our environment but also 
creating further employment opportuni-
ties.”

Relocation of petty traders in Dar es Sa-
laam and other major cities followed Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan’s directive to re-
gional authorities across the country that 
they should immediately start allocating 

RC Makalla hails Coca-Cola Kwanza’s continued support for youth, women

This donation is a 
mark of solidarity 
with our fellow Tan-
zanians, customers 
and the community-
at-large. Medical 
oxygen is critical to 
our health and we 
are honored to of-
fer our support in 
making it available 
so that lives can be 
saved
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Glasgow final act points at 
policy gaps needing resolve

DURING late hours of Friday 
12th November, the final day 
of the United Nations climate 
change conference (COP 26) 
in Glasgow in the United King-
dom, a few things had clearly 
emerged that showed inability 
to move to 1.5degrees Celsius 
temperature rise instead of 2.7 
degrees that experts say the 
world is on track to registering 
late this century.

 Not everyone could come on 
board as to ending the use of 
coal in power generation, and 
the countries with the biggest 
populations, China and India, 
were pointedly unable to com-
mit themselves to phasing out 
coal, urgently. Even mentioning 
fossil fuels was a problem.

An announcement bv the del-
egations of the United States 
and China of putting aside 
other differences to work on 
climate issues signaled sub-
stantial areas of accord, for 
instance spreading new tech-
nologies especially for motor 
vehicles, trains or airplanes. 

Some headway was also be-
ing made on financing efforts 
of developing countries or 
poorer countries for that mat-
ter, but efforts to make climate 
adaptation an issue for global 
financing rather than nation-
al budgeting weren’t making 
much headway. 

Massive devastation from cy-
clones, floods or bushfires will 
not be compensated by global 
lenders at any point now or 
later.

When it comes to what coun-
tries can do to tackle effects of 
climate change, it is quite evi-
dent that the more a country’s 
economy has been reformed to 
march in tandem with global 
capital flows and private invest-
ments, the more it is capable of 
taking up technologically ad-
vanced energy sources, etc. 

This for instance can be cited 
with regard to India’s power 
production where up to 70 per 
cent is said to be using coal 
sources, which is also a massive 
employer with thousands of la-
bourers carrying coal on buck-
ets put on the head to power 
stations nearby. Altering this 
needs massive capital outlays 
which India can’t put up.

The same is noticed in Africa 
where large peasant popula-
tions tiring the soil and cutting 
down trees for charcoal and 
firewood need to be reengaged 
in an urban services economy 
and industries for land to re-
generate. 

Government revenues are 
tied down to servicing drawn 
out village locations for roads, 
water, electricity and health 
centres, and no surpluses re-
main to do massive reforesta-
tion countrywide, and make 
sure the trees grow, if water is 
ferried there by trucks, etc. 

NGOs are doing what they 
can in league with local gov-
ernments; indeed many plac-
es have become greener, but 
water sources are rapidly de-
creasing.

Thus the calls for changing 
power generation sources or 
altering land use to stem de-
forestation clashes with tradi-
tional ways which can’t be ef-
fectively altered unless these 
units (energy, agriculture sec-
tors) are part of global flows 
of capital, can be bought and 
sold. 

Then their technological 
preferences would be altered 
as companies with equipment 
lying in stock without a buyer 
would take up the firms or land 
to start using it differently. But 
countries identify themselves 
with public ownership, specific 
patterns of land use and settled 
populations, unquestionably.

New policies needed to 
promote agroforestry

Millions of people could es-
cape poverty, hunger and en-
vironmental degradation if 
countries put more effort into 
promoting agroforestry, an in-
tegrated approach combining 
trees with crop or livestock pro-
duction.

The agroforestry sector is a 
significant source both of local 
commodities such as fuel wood, 
timber, fruit and fodder for live-
stock as well as global ones such 
as coconut, coffee, tea, rubber 
and gum. Almost half the world’s 
agricultural land has at least 
10 per cent tree cover, making 
agroforestry critical to the liveli-
hoods of millions.

Agroforestry is a land use man-
agement system in which trees 
or shrubs are grown around or 
among crops or pastureland. 
This diversification of the farm-
ing system initiates an agro-
ecological succession, like that 
in natural ecosystems, and so 
starts a chain of events that en-
hance the functionality and sus-
tainability of the farming system. 
Trees also produce a wide range 
of useful and marketable prod-
ucts from fruits/nuts, medicines, 
wood products, etc. 

This intentional combination 
of agriculture and forestry has 
multiple benefits, such as great-
ly enhanced yields from staple 
food crops, enhanced farmer 
livelihoods from income genera-
tion, increased biodiversity, im-
proved soil structure and health, 
reduced erosion, and carbon se-
questration.  Agroforestry prac-

tices are highly beneficial in the 
tropics, especially in subsistence 
smallholdings in sub-Saharan 
Africa.    

In 1966, the International Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights established that, 
adequate food is a human right. 
This effectively made access to, 
and affordability of adequate food 
a universal human right and pro-
tected in the rights instruments.   
And international cooperation 
plays a key role in guaranteeing a 
fair distribution of food.  Over the 
years, concerted efforts have been 
made towards realizing food and 
nutrition security for all.  

The right to food is the focus 
of Goal 2 of the UN’s 17 global 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). Achieving Zero Hunger is 
still elusive! World hunger has in-
creased since 2014. 

With the outbreak of the coro-
navirus pandemic, the world is 
now potentially facing the worst 
hunger crisis in 50 years. Target 
2.1 of SDG 2 states that by 2030, we 
should have eradicated hunger 
and be able to guarantee all peo-
ple access to sufficient, nutritious 
food, all year round. We are now 
at the beginning of the last decade 
to the SDGs timeline. Despite this, 
the UN projects that hunger will 
not be eradicated by 2030 unless 
bold actions are taken to address 
inequity in access to food. 

In September 2020, the UN an-
nounced that the world is “far 
from the target” and is rather 
trending towards a “deteriora-
tion”. 

Nigeria needs industrialisation, not infrastructure
  By Francis E. Ogbimi 

Industrialisation is the solution 
to the myriad of problems confronting 
Nigeria.Great minds build great nations. 
Great minds listen and learn so as to 
increase their understanding. They are 
knowledgeable and are wise. They en-
joy the grace of discernment. Many peo-
ple agree that Lee Kuan Yew, founder 
of modern Singapore and Mao Zedung 
of the Peoples’ Republic of China were 
men with great minds. Lee Kuan Yew 
industrialised Singapore speedily. Mao 
Zedung initiated the rapid industrialisa-
tion of China in 1949. Today, China is a 
world power. Yew and Zedung did wise 
things; they imitated things history and 
science had demonstrated lead to suc-
cess. One who imitates success cannot 
fail woefully.

Nigerians agree that Nigeria is faced 
with myriad of problems especially 
mass unemployment, poverty, insecu-
rity, indebtedness. Our decades-long cu-
riosity-driven research results showed 
that it is industrialization that Nigeria 
needs, not mere erection of infrastruc-
ture. What is industrialisation or indus-
trial revolution (IR)?

IR or industrialization in modern 
history is the process of change from 
an agrarian and handicraft economy 
to one dominated by industry and ma-
chine manufacturing. The Western 
industrialisation began in Britain in 
the18th century. Whereas the term IR 
was first used by French writers, it was 
popularized by the English economic 
historian Arnold Toynbee (1852-83) who 
used it to describe Britain’s economic 
development 1760-1840.

The features of the IR were techno-
logical, socio-economic and cultural.

The technological changes were: the 
development and use of new basic ma-
terials, chiefly iron and steel; use of new 
energy sources, including both fuels and 
motive like coal, the steam engine, elec-
tricity, petroleum and internal combus-
tion engine; invention of new machines 
like the spinning jenny and powered 
looms which facilitated increased pro-
duction; the emergence of a new work 
organizational structure known as the 
factory system which entailed division 
of labour and specialization of func-
tions; development of advanced trans-
portation and communication systems 
like the steam locomotive, steamship, 
automobile, airplane, telegraph, radio; 
the increased use of theoretical science 
in production; application of science 
and technology to improvement in agri-
cultural productivity. These technologi-
cal changes led to tremendous increase 
in production of goods.

The socio-economic, political and 
cultural changes consequent to the sci-
entific and technological changes were 
many. Some of them were: high demand 
for labour, child labour; decline of land 
as wealth and power; wider distribu-
tion of wealth; increase in international 
trade, shift in political power and state 
policies due to shift in economic power; 
growth of cities; growth of modern in-
frastructure; development of working-

class movements (labour unions); 
workers’ acquisition of new skills - 
they became machine operators, no 
more tools craftsmen and subjected 
to factory discipline; and great in-
crease in government’s revenue.

The region occupied by modern 
Western Europe was the ancient 
Gaul. Ancient Gaul was harnessed 
into the Roman empire in 55 B. C. The 
western part of the empire broke-up 
in 406 A. D. From the ruins of the 
empire, the boundaries of most of 
the nations in Western Europe to-
day became defined in the period 
between the 10th and 13th centuries. 
When Britain achieved the first mod-
ern IR, the roads in Britain were still 
the ones built by the Roman Empire. 
Following the industrialisation, the 
nation quickly built canals, railways 
and other modern transport sys-
tems. Agricultural/artisan Britain did 
not borrow and accumulate debts to 
erect complex infrastructure before 
achieving industrialization.

Following the Revolutionary War 
(1775-1783) in which the Americans 
colonists became independent of 
Britain, the Americans wrote the 
popular American constitution in 
1787, adopted it in 1789 and trans-
formed the confederation into the 
American federation. Britain was 
clearly more technologically ad-
vanced at that time. America did 
not award big contracts to Britain or 
Britons to erect complex infrastruc-
ture for America so that America can 
achieve effortless development over-
night. Morrison (1974), narrated the 
American experience in developing 
infrastructure in the 18th century. By 
1790, there were many thriving com-
munities in south New England. It 
soon became clear that roads wide 
enough for a yoke of oxen and forest 
trails for men on foot were insuffi-

cient means for the kind of transport 
such an expanding territory re-
quired. It was also apparent that the 
solution to this problem did not lie in 
building a network of roads to tie the 
various parts of the region together. 
This, the Americans believed would 
cost a great deal to build and present 
a continuing difficulty of mainte-
nance. So, a search was made for a 
reasonable alternative. New Englan-
ders turned in time to watercourses 
that existed and focused on building 
canals. The Chinese IR which began 
in 1949 was again internal.

The Western industrialization 
which began in England was first 
manifested in the textile industry. 
Textile manufacture involves three 
major activities: spinning of fibers 
into yarns(s), weaving of yarns into 
cloth(w) and bleaching/dyeing of 
fabric(b/d). Eight major scientific 
and technological inventions and in-
novations related to textile manufac-
ture improved productivity dramati-
cally in Britain. 

They were: One, Hargreaves spin-
ning jenny, invented 1770 to auto-
mate spinning(s); two, Arkwright wa-
ter frame(1771/s); three, Crompton’s 
mule (1799/sw); four, Cartwright’s 
power loom (1785/w); five, Watt’s 
steam engine (1769/sw); six, Berthol-
let’s/Tennant’s chlorine bleaching 
activity (1785/bd); seven, Maudlay’s 
screw-cutting lathe (1797); and 8) Eli 
Whitney’s interchangeable manufac-
turing practice (1798).

Six of the eight major innovations 
were developed in Britain. Britain 
was therefore scientifically most pre-
pared for the industrialisation hence 
it took place first in Britain.

 Thus, in the period between 10th 
century to 1750, the economic activi-
ties of the English and Britons were 
mainly subsistence agriculture/ar-

tisan-industry devoid of theoretical 
science and marked by very low pro-
ductivity. But the situation changed 
as from 1770 when Britons achieved 
scientific/technological maturity or 
technological puberty. The great sci-
entific/technological developments 
occurred in the short period 1770-
1799, about 30 years, after a very long 
time of preparation.

From the developments described 
above, industrialisation or IR is pri-
marily a scientific process. This ex-
plains why economists and other so-
cial scientists, accountants, bankers, 
lawyers, etc., who have been playing 
central roles in the management of 
the Nigerian economy cannot pro-
mote sustainable economic growth 
and industrialization (SEGI). Sadly, 
industrialisation is the solution to 
the myriad of problems confront-
ing Nigeria. Whereas Lee Kuan Yew 
and Mao Zedung were not scientists, 
they through providence and good 
advice, did scientific things. They 
mobilized their people for learning 
and industrialisation. They did not 
just erect infrastructure.

Our research results also showed 
that infrastructure is depreciating as-
set which when erected today is not 
there tomorrow. Is that not our expe-
rience? Learning is the primary basis 
for achieving SEGI. 

The more the people mobilized 
for learning the sooner a nation 
achieves industrialisation. Japan mo-
bilised all her citizens 1886-1905 and 
achieve industrialisation. China mo-
bilised all her citizens for learning in 
1949 and achieve industrialisation in 
the early 1980s. 

Mobilising all Nigerians for learn-
ing (education, training, career 
employment and research) and in-
dustrialisation is the sure route to 
making Nigeria a great nation.
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  By Joseph Otteh 
 

O
n Friday October 29, 
2021, armed operatives 
from different law en-
forcement and security 

agencies stormed the official resi-
dence of Supreme Court Justice, 
Hon. Justice Mary Peter-Odili CFR, 
(pictured) to execute a search war-
rant issued by an FCT Chief Mag-
istrate. The Supreme Court has 
described the incident as a "dehu-
manising treatment". Law enforce-
ment and security agencies, whose 
operatives participated in the in-
cident have denied that they were 
part of it, while the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police has reportedly set up 
an investigation. On discovering 
that the search warrant signed was 
used for the search of a Supreme 
Court Justice, the Magistrate who 
signed the warrant reportedly re-
voked it unilaterally.

Reacting to the incident, the 
Supreme Court, through its Di-
rector of Information, Dr Festus 
Akande, warned that the Judici-
ary should not be misconstrued 
by any institution of Government 
as the "weeping child among the 
other arms of Government". This 
response is probably the strongest 
remonstration against actions of a 
Government targeted at the Judici-
ary, there has been. The Judiciary 
further said that, it has had "a full 
dosage of this fusillade of unwar-
ranted and unprovoked attacks 
on our judicial officers and even 
facilities across the country, and 
we say it loudly now that enough 
is enough".

Is this Another Straw in the 
Wind?

This case has familiar resonance 
with the past, and anyone familiar 
with the shenanigans of this Gov-
ernment, can pick the signals of 
what is likely cooking from afar. 
Nigeria's President has hardly hid-
den his politics on the Judiciary. 
His desire has been to "reform" the 
Judiciary, and he has often spo-
ken about how the Judiciary has 
frustrated him again and again, 

both before and after he became 
President. Mr President's reform 
mantra however, simply provides 
a peg on which to hang motives 
that are both parochial and pos-
sibly bigoted, but clearly less than 
altruistic - and it is to forge a new 
Supreme Court whose loyalty he 
can count on.

We see this in the way the Presi-
dency recently arm-twisted judi-
cial authorities into recommend-
ing Justices favoured by it, for 
appointment into the Supreme 
Court. It should, of course, be re-
membered that the Presidency 
withheld its approval of four rec-
ommended Justices of the Court 
for about a year - apparently not 
for any legitimate cause - but so 
that judicial authorities would 
"do the right thing"; he only made 
the appointments just as soon 
as he thought the "right" people 
were added to the list, and rec-
ommended to the President for 
appointment. This was in spite of 
the fact that, over a long period at 
that time, the Supreme Court was 
being crushed by the weight of its 
workload given its lean workforce.

With this regime, it seems rea-
sonably obvious that no barrel is 
too deep to be scraped once the 
line has been drawn, and that is 
why we must ponder, with some 
trepidation, what the "search" of 
Justice Mary Peter-Odili's house 
represents. And, we wonder, be-
cause the parallels with past in-
cidents concerning "marked" Su-

preme Court Justices are strikingly 
familiar. Not too long ago, follow-
ing "whistleblowing" by an "activ-
ist", former Chief Justice, Walter 
Onnoghen, was ignominiously 
removed from office, in the most 
imponderably blatant way.

It may be that this search is a 
prelude to something more omi-
nous, and, were it not, one would 
have expected that the body lan-
guage of the Presidency would be 
different. The Presidency has, not 
unsurprisingly, been mute over 
the harassment of a senior Justice 
of the Supreme Court. So, we may 
not have heard the last of the mat-
ter.

A Long Road to Perdition
How did we get here? Not even 

in the despotic haughtiness of mil-
itary rule was the Supreme Court 
so disparaged. Why are Supreme 
Court Justices - and in fact, the 
entire Judiciary - at the receiving 
end of repetitively disrespectful 
and sometimes ruthless behaviour 
from the Executive? This, after all, 
is a constitutional democracy, and 
the branches of Government are 
independent and ought to enjoy 
some form of co-equal respect 
from each other.

It is hardly possible to separate 
what is happening to the Nigerian 
Judiciary from the state in which 
the Judiciary is at the moment, and 
some may, in fact, interpret this 
and other events of the last few 
years, as prophesies foretold. But, 
we did not arrive here overnight.

Attack on Justice Odili : 'Judiciary had it coming, and must now redefine its future'
Over the course of many years, a 

once highly-rated Judiciary across 
the Continent (and notwithstand-
ing the adulatory forms of ex-
pression and clichés we apply in 
composing our protocols for our 
Judges every time), gradually lost 
its sparkle, stature and author-
ity. And, then failed to do much to 
rebuild and reinvent itself. In the 
absence of hard political power 
or the authority of its "soft" power, 
the Judiciary simply became a vul-
nerable target of predatory Execu-
tive power, of the sort this admin-
istration is well skilled at.

A weak Judiciary will likely avoid 
confrontation with Government, 
and in doing so, shy away from 
enforcing the rule of law or indi-
vidual rights, if acting so will place 
the courts in the crosshairs of Gov-
ernment. In other words, a weak 
Judiciary will largely be unable to 
enforce constitutional limits on 
governmental power, and, even 

where it barks, will not bite.
Judiciary's Indulgence of Impu-

nity has a Role to Play?
But, there are also social and 

governance costs of being impas-
sive. The rule of law will always be 
in danger as long as courts are not 
spirited in its defence, and while 
labels - whether "conservative" 
"moderate" or "liberal" - can count 
on occasion, they ought to be of no 
importance when it comes to safe-
guarding the rights of citizens.

A weak Judiciary too, will not 
likely receive much political sup-
port from civil society if it runs into 
confrontation with the Executive, 
because of trust deficits in society's 
perception of the judicial institu-
tion. Where a Judiciary will not en-
force citizens' rights, alongside its 
authority when Government flouts 
its orders and judgements, and 
is ever so ready to accommodate 
impunity in order not to appear 
confrontational, it loses its moral 

capital, and is perceived more as 
an appendage of Government than 
a bulwark of liberty. And, civil soci-
ety will legitimately ask: if the Judi-
ciary will not be there for them in 
times of trouble, why should they 
be there for the Judiciary in times 
of its distress?

Other Constitutional Judiciaries 
Rising to the Occasion

A Judiciary must be ever so 
ready to fight for the rule of law 
no matter how bruising that strug-
gle is, and Judiciaries of constitu-
tional democracies have known 
that there will be times when their 
strength, independence and au-
thority are tested. Indian courts 
have a storied history of resisting 
efforts by government to control it, 
whether it be in terms of appoint-
ing Judges, or allocating budgets 
to courts, or enforcing mandatory 
orders against government. The 
Indian Judiciary enjoys consider-
able global respect, today.
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  By Tendai Makaripe 

T
he global arena in which 
state and non-state actors in-
teract is anarchic.Anarchy is 
the idea that the world lacks 

any supreme authority or sovereign.
In an anarchic international sys-

tem, there is no hierarchically supe-
rior, coercive power that can resolve 
disputes, enforce the law, or order the 
system of international politics.

International law, which is a system 
of treaties and agreements between 
nations that govern how nations in-
teract with other nations, citizens of 
other nations, and businesses of other 
nations becomes handy in an anar-
chic international system.

This is because it supports global 
order and the attainment of human-
ity's fundamental goals of advancing 
peace, prosperity, human rights, and 
environmental protection.

By becoming parties to internation-
al treaties, States assume obligations 
and duties under international law 
to respect protect and fulfill human 
rights.

The obligation to respect means 
that States must refrain from interfer-
ing with or curtailing the enjoyment 
of human rights.

When a state violates international 

law, it may be subject to diplomatic 
pressure, or economic sanctions.

Other states may also adopt unilat-
eral sanctions against those who flout 
international law provisions.

In some cases, domestic courts may 
render judgment against a foreign 
state for an injury.

While this sounds very logical on 
paper, the enforcement of interna-
tional law leaves a lot to be desired.

Selective application of the law has 
been the order of the day and this has 
resulted in a sad situation where the 
powerful trample upon the law with-
out any consequences.

Article 2(1) of the United Nations 
Charter provides that: "The organisa-
tion is based on the principle of the 
sovereign equality of all its members," 
but a different situation plays out on 
the ground.

States like the United States enjoy 
hegemonic status and use their stand-
ing as a superpower to dominate oth-
er smaller states.

Those that bandwagon with the 
superpower also exhibits bullish ten-
dencies to states not be singing from 
the same hymn book with the he-
gemony.

The story of Israel and Palestine 
easily comes to mind.

Israel has been a long-time ally of 

the US which explains why the latter 
has played a key role in the decades-
long Israel-Palestine conflict.

US has assisted with arms, financial 
support and UN vetoes.

On the military front, since the 
creation of the Israeli state, the United 
States has provided US$146 billion in 
foreign aid, nearly all of it military-
related, as of November 2020.

It currently provides US$3.8billion 
per year in military aid to Israel.

Research has shown that the United 
States is the largest seller of weapons 
to Israel, whose military arsenal now 
includes 362 US-built F-16 warplanes 
and 100 other US military aircraft, 
including a growing fleet of the new 
F-35s; at least 45 Apache attack heli-
copters; 600 M-109 howitzers and 64 
M270 rocket-launchers.

Some of these weapons have been 
used to launch attacks on Palestine 
and the United Nations, the custodian 
of the UN charter has not reined in 
Israel.

This is despite Article 2 (4) of Char-
ter providing that: "All members shall 
refrain in their international relations 
from the threat or use of force against 
the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state, or in any 
other manner inconsistent with the 
purposes of the United Nations."

The purposes of the UN include 
peaceful settlement of international 
disputes in such a manner that does 
not endanger international peace 
and security and justice.

However, whenever Israel launch-
es unprovoked attacks on Palestin-
ian civilians violating international 
humanitarian law principles the UN 
replies with its customary response- 
silence.

This is despite the fact that interna-
tional law, through 159 Articles of the 
Fourth Geneva Convention protects 
civilians in areas of armed conflict 
and occupied territories.

The Articles theoretically safe-
guard civilians from murder, torture 
or brutality, and from discrimination 
on the basis of race, nationality, reli-
gion or political opinion but realisti-
cally, Palestinians have not enjoyed 
this protection.

They have borne the brunt of in-
exorable Israeli attacks and further 
compounding the situation is the 
fact that instead of playing a role in 
solving the conflict as the 'laboratory 
of democracy' in the words of Alexis 
de Tocqueville, US has been protect-
ing Israel.

Washington has exercised its veto 
in the UN Security Council 82 times, 
and 44 of those vetoes have been to 

shield Israel from accountability for 
war crimes or human rights viola-
tions.

In every case, the US has been the 
lone vote against the resolution, al-
though a few other countries have oc-
casionally abstained.

This has contributed to a climate of 
impunity and exacerbated the cycle 
of violence affecting both Palestinians 
and Israelis.

An April 2021 Human Rights Watch 
(HRW) report titled A Threshold 
Crossed: Israeli Authorities and the 
Crimes of Apartheid and Persecu-
tion noted that Israel is guilty of two 
crimes against humanity in the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Territories (OPT) 
which are: apartheid and persecution.

According to Article 7(2)(g) of the 
Rome Statute, persecution involves 
"the intentional and severe depriva-
tion of fundamental rights... by reason 
of the identity of the group," including 
on racial, national, or ethnic grounds.

The discriminatory widespread 
confiscation of privately owned land 
such as that attempted in Sheikh Jar-
rah is an example.

In February 2021, the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) ruled that it had 
jurisdiction to investigate Israel's al-
leged war crimes in OPT because 
crimes against humanity have a per-

emptory status and Article 53 of the 
Vienna Convention provides that 
states are not permitted to derogate 
from these provisions and must en-
sure that they comply with their ob-
ligations.

However, despite Israel being in 
grave and serious breach of interna-
tional law provisions, nothing has 
been done to bring it to book.

The world cannot continue to pay a 
deaf ear to the cries of the Palestinian 
people and a blind eye to their teeth-
ing troubles.

The UN should develop teeth and 
ensure that war crimes against Pales-
tine are not perpetuated.

The role of the UN in the conflict 
varies from impotent to accomplice 
to broker and more over the decades.

It was both venue and player in the 
complicated international diplomacy 
that led to the partition of Palestine in 
1947 and the creation of the state of 
Israel in 1948.

It is high time the organisation steps 
up as noted by Professor of Modern 
Arab Studies at Columbia University 
Rashid Khalidi and come up with so-
lutions that do not result in the "dead 
letters" of Council resolutions on the 
Palestine problem that have been 
systematically disrespected since the 
founding of the United Nations.

  Of Palestinian anguish and selective application of international law

 JAMBO for the week, which finds 
me wondering  if I should leave TZ 
whilst the big heat is on, and return 
when it isn’t, but maybe even that 
time of the year, could be uncomfort-
able.

Anyway,   heat stroke or not, I’m 
currently removing many   faded 
news cuttings from my office notice 
board, and some of them go back 
years, which make interesting read-
ing because of it.

I often write about wasteful re-
search, like a study done last year 
involving a large group of people, 
which revealed that those who 
smile a lot are happier than those 
who don’t….this beggars belief, and 
is a good case for questioning  the 
funding that’s sloshing around.

In a more sensible era, those 
doing worthwhile research usu-
ally scouted for the funds, though 
nowadays it often appears that 
the funders go in search of the re-
cipients, and possibly get commis-
sion for doing so.     But a cutting 
I’m looking at now is the gem of the 
genre, with a heading of   “Half of 
Brits injured by biscuits “.     Does 
this reveal the lunacies of the ad-
vanced economies, (I’m  cutting 
down on using the term  ‘ the west-
ern world’)….I think so. …..well,  an 
appreciative   reader asked me to 
mention this humorous topic again, 
and the last time we did so,  learnt 
that according to a survey, more 
than half of all those in the UK,  lo-
cals and non citizens, had suffered 
injuries from biscuits, as reported 
in a British newspapers.

……And an estimated 25 million 
adults been hurt whilst eating bis-
cuits during a tea or coffee break, 
with hundreds landing in hospital.

Research company   Mindlab In-
ternational were commissioned to 
conduct the research, and found that 
almost a third of adults said they’d 
been hurt whilst dipping a biscuit 

... Hot dogs and biscuits...Stay away and learn to love spinach…instead!
into a hot drink, 28% had choked on 
crumbs, while one in ten had broken 
a tooth.

…..heavens above, who would have 
thought that life can be so dangerous, 
and last week, in a new study, I read 
in the press that eating a hot dog can 
shorten your lifespan by about 36 
minutes, as revealed by researchers 
from the University of Michigan……
but whereabouts in the chain does 
the 36 minutes kick in and finish 
you off…I’ll have to think about this 
one……just give me some time…next 
week….or the one after…maybe!

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
Well, one of the cuttings falling 

from my notice board, tell us “About 
half the buildings in the city are sup-
posed to be condemned, as they’re 
occupying potential areas of land 
which can be sold to developers, and 
many are worth 300m/- to 400m/-.   
Most of the condemned houses are 
on Samora Avenue, and it’s the duty 
of the Ministry of Lands and National 
Housing Corporation to sell them”.

….Just glancing at the above para-
graph, seldom ceases to depress me.

This incriminating statement was 
published by PST news services in 
June 2000, and was said by a senior 
planner, with Kinondoni Municipal 
Council, who all seemed unaware of 
the implications of the words, and 
wished   to remain anonymous……
understandable, if you’re that uncul-
tured.

But this issue is forever topical, 
how can it not be, as long as there 
are historical buildings to destroy 
for profit, or misguided necessity… 
and a local journalist, recently posed 
the  question….”how long will we be 
able to resist development by force? 
Well not for long it seems, if the so 
called planners with blinkered vi-
sion who’ve destroyed so much  of 
the character in Dar es Salaam and 
continue to do so, by equating pro-

gress only with high rise office blocks 
etc. Their European counterparts 
and others, also made the same mis-
takes on a massive scale, and have 
been trying to rectify the disastrous 
effects ever since.

Towns and cities can’t remain 
static, but a balance should be found 

between preserving the old, which 
portrays the history of an area, whilst 
allowing well designed modern 
buildings to exist alongside, as a chal-
lenging contrast.

But time to close on a relevant 
note…during the time of the demo-
lition excesses in 1996, an invest-

years later…..we’ve fortunately moved 
on ……haven’t  we? ……..social duties 
for your readers to engage with……
keep an eye on dangerous biscuits…..
and the newcomer “Hot dogs” !  Oh 
yeah!

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

ment company wanted to build on 
some land off Samora Avenue, and a 
spokesman said, “it depended on fea-
sibility studies, and whether the plot 
was still up for grabs”.

…… Marvelous….a perfect descrip-
tion of the crooked land disburse-
ment methods at the time, but 23 

A  Dar es Salaam gem, the old German building that once housed the popular Salamander Cafe, which was demolished along with much else historic 
value in the city centre. Many such structures have often been declaired unfit for human habitation and often sold off to dubious developers. Can we be 
sure therefore, that what little is left in the conservation category is now soundly safeguarded.

Start the Week with Cynthia Stacey
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By Guardian Correspondent, Serengeti  

THE Grumeti Fund pavilion was 
a huge attraction during the just-
ended Serengeti Safari Marathon 
held at Ndabaka gate in Serengeti 
National Park over the weekend. 

 “Many people have visited our 
pavilion to see alternative ways 
of preventing elephants from de-
stroying crop farms and means 
of dealing with invasive weeds,” 
David Mwakipesile, the Grumeti 
Fund Relationships Manager said. 

Grumeti Fund is a non-profit or-
ganization that supports conserva-
tion and community development 
activities in Western Serengeti.  

“Other people have been im-
pressed with the technology of us-
ing papers to make charcoal and 
this is a technique innovated by 
secondary school students who 
had received training from Gru-

meti Fund Environment Educa-
tion Centre,” Mwakipesile added. 

 Establishment of a nursery tree 
planting was also another thing 
that impressed many people at the 
Grumeti Fund pavilion, he said. 

 “Some have also been eager to 
see how we control bush fire,” 
Mwakipesile said.

The event attracted several hun-
dreds of athletic lovers, conser-
vation and tourism stakeholders 
from inside and outside the coun-
try including German Ambassador 
to Tanzania Ms Regine Hess who 
actively participated in a five-kil-
ometer race 

“This year's Serengeti Safari Mar-
athon has been very successfully, 
it has seen participants from dif-
ferent parts of Tanzania and out-
side country,” Serengeti National 
Park Chief Park Warden, Masana 
Mwishawa said

Grumeti Fund conservation pavilion 
shines in Serengeti Safari Marathon  

 By Guardian Reporter

RENOWNED Dutch photojournal-
ist Kadir van Lohuizen hosted a four-
day photojournalism programme, 
titled ‘Capturing Climate Change’, in 
Dar es Salaam from November  8th 
to 11th for eight Tanzanian and Ken-
yan photojournalists with the aim to 
build their capacity in developing 
climate-related visual stories.

In a joint statement, Kadir van Lo-
huizen said: “The program has pro-
vided the photojournalists with the 
skills on selecting, editing and creat-
ing a visual narrative, using some of 
his own work as a strong example of 
clear and impactful storytelling and 
communication about the climate 
crisis.” 

Commenting on the programme, 
the Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands in Tanzania, Wiebe 
de Boer, said: “The Masterclass has 
empowered the photojournalists 
with the necessary skills needed to 
create visual stories that will draw 
people’s attention to the climate cri-
sis and drive action. Climate change 
is the biggest challenge we face at 
this moment. By empowering the 
local photojournalists, we hope to 
contribute to give youth a voice and 

raise awareness on how the climate 
crisis affects their communities.”

Van Lohuizen said that the mas-
ter class also imparted knowledge 
on the importance of research and 
credibility for those in the practice 
of photojournalism and highlight-
ed the importance of professional 
practice and ethics in journalism, 
using his award-winning projects on 
Wasteland, Arctic as an illustration.

 “The program provided the pho-
tojournalists with the skills needed 
to tell stories about how climate 
change is affecting their communi-
ties, how to work on long-term pro-
jects and how to create powerful 
work that will bring awareness and 
engages with adaptation strategies 
to confront the climate crisis”.

Best known for his long-term pro-
jects on the seven rivers of the world 
and the rising of sea levels, the leg-
endary photographer shared his 
visual storytelling knowledge and 
imparted the methods he uses to 
document major climate change 
stories around the world to eight 
photojournalists: Calvin Kulaya, Ra-
heb Manyasani, Imani Nsamila and 
Michael Mbwambo from Tanzania 
and Anthony Ochieng, Cynthia 
Maiwa, Billy Miaron and Godwin 

Netherlands' van 
Lohuizen hosts 
photojournalism 
Masterclass in Dar 

By Correspondent James Lanka, 
Moshi

ACADEMICIANS, students, 
researchers, librarians have 
been challenged to imbibe 
a reading culture to boost 
knowledge and skills in their 
areas of specializations.

Consortium of Tanzania 
University and Research Li-
braries (COTUL) deputy sec-
retary, Abbas Mohamed Omar 
made the call here yesterday 
when speaking at the ongoing 
3rd COTUL Scientific Confer-
ence and Workshop 2021.

Omar said: “It’s high time 
for people in the education 
instituting to inculcate a read-
ing culture of various books, 

research papers and other 
learning materials as a good 
way of a proper use and utiliz-
ing of the resources.”

“We’re working hard to en-
sure that academic journals, 
research findings papers, and 
books are digitized so that 
they can offer creative possi-
bilities for expanding access 
as well as changing learning, 
teaching and research; but 
one of the main challenge is 
utilization of the resources, 
particularly e-resources.”

 “Purchasing of the e-re-
sources database is very ex-
pensive that’s why COTUL 
has joint-efforts to buy them 
through various university 
members, but one of the chal-

lenges we have experienced 
is the low utilizations and 
uses of the resources in our 
country compared with other 
developed countries,” he ex-
plained.

COTUL has purchased e-
Resource Database like Em-
erald and Ebsco using a very 
limited funds from some sub-
scription fees and dues from 
its members, appealing other 
higher learning institutions 
and research centres who are 
not members of the Consor-
tium for sustainable utiliza-
tion and uses of the academic 
journals, research findings 
papers, and books both anal-
ogy and digitally.

COTUL Executive Secretary, 

Dr Vincent Msonge said that to 
date his institution has a total 
of105 member whereby 75 of 
them are active members.

He named some active 
members as University of Dar-
es-salaam (UDSM), ARDHI 
University, Saint Augustine 
University of Tanzania (SAUT), 
Sokoine University of Agricul-
ture (SUA), Mzumbe Universi-
ty, State University of Zanzibar 
(SUZA), Tumaini University, 
and Zanzibar University (ZU), 
among many others.

Moshi Cooperative Uni-
versity (MoCU) Deputy Vice 
Chancellor (Academic) Prof 
John Safari said that there are 
many good research findings 
journals, books and papers in 

hardcopy form that need to be 
transformed in an e-resources 
format.

According to Prof Safari, new 
technologies have always been 
of interest for libraries both 
for the potential of increasing 
the quality of service and for 
improving efficiency of opera-
tions, and at present libraries 
of all kinds whether public, 
research academic or special 
libraries are overwhelmingly 
looking forward to adopt new 
technologies mostly use of e-
resources due to its potential 
for cost savings in operations 
and the management of col-
lections and Patrons.

“E-Resources are digital 
objects containing electronic 

representation of books, jour-
nals and other form of reading 
materials and they are con-
verted into a digitized form in 
order to be read by a comput-
er. Many Library resources are 
now available electronically 
and can be access via the web. 
You can get the information 
you want, when you need it, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week,” 
he explained. 

“As Academician I know 
there are so many good learn-
ing materials you can find in 
our libraries in various higher 
learning institutions that are 
in form of hard copies that 
cannot available electroni-
cally, so my challenge for all of 
us here is to create awareness 

on the importance of using 
e-resources for sustainable 
availability of our learning 
materials Worldwide through 
digitization,” Prof Safari in-
sisted.  

 “The development of com-
puter and network technol-
ogy is changing the education 
pattern and transforming the 
teaching and learning process 
from the traditional physical 
environment to the digital en-
vironment. Modern academic 
libraries, a conglomeration of 
printed books and journals as 
well as electronic resources 
(e- resources) where both 
forms of documents can be 
stored, retrieved and deliv-
ered as and when required,”  

COTUL urges academicians to promote reading culture to boost knowledge, skills

Odhiambo from Kenya.
The programme is an initiative by 

the Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Tanzania and Kenya 

and supported by NOOR Images, 
PAWA254, the British Council Tan-
zania and the Alliance Française. 
‘Capturing Climate Change’ en-

courages strengthening the photo-
journalists’ documentary practices 
and, more broadly, bolsters climate 
change awareness in East Africa. 

Starting February next year, the vis-
ual stories will be exhibited in Dar 
es Salaam and Nairobi.

Grumeti Fund relationships manager David Mwakipesile (L) briefs people who visited the organisation’s pavilion about conservation activities during 
the Serengeti Safari Marathon held at Ndabaka gate in Serengeti National Park last weekend.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent

The ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to Tanzania, Wieber de Boer (R), presents a climate photojournalism masterclass completion certifi-
cate to Michael Mbwambo, a Tanzanian photojournalist who took part in training conducted by Dutch photojournalist Kadir van Lohuizen (C) with the aim 
of creating awareness on climate change. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

Maendeleo Bank’s man-
ager for marketing and corpo-
rate affairs, Saidi Mkabakuli 
has described the just-ended 
National Financial Services 
Week as key platform for the 
public to understand full po-
tentials available in the coun-
try’s financial sector. 

The week-long event held 
at the Dar es Salaam’s Mnazi 

Mmoja Grounds, between No-
vember 8th and 14th, themed 
“Improve your life through fi-
nancial education” created an 
avenue for the public to know 
different products and ser-
vices offered by the financial 
institutions in the country.

Speaking at the climax of 
the week, Mkabakuli said the 
bank participated in the ex-
hibition to create awareness 
and understanding of TIB 

activities on products and 
services to stakeholders avail-
able during the weeklong 
exhibition.  Being one of the 
country’s development finan-
cial institutions (DFIs), TIB 
used the week to increase its 
visibility and showcased dif-
ferent products and services 
to the public.

Mkabakuli said that the 
bank used the exhibitions for 
information dissemination 

and finding out perceptions, 
concerns and information 
needs of the stakeholders. 

“As one of the Ministry of Fi-
nance and Planning’s institu-
tions, we participated in this 
exhibition in order to reach 
the public in order to educate 
and increase public aware-
ness on the usefulness of fi-
nancial services to enhance 
economic growth and pover-
ty reduction,” he said. 

He added that event is 
considered to be tool for 
beneficial and prudent for 
the bank’s visibility in imple-
menting the Financial Sector 
Development Master Plan 
2020/21 - 2029/30. 

According to the Ministry of 
Finance and Planning, there 
are guidelines for improving 
financial education in the 
country including events and 
techniques that will be used 

in the provision of financial 
education to the public. One 
of the strategies is to con-
duct Financial Services Week 
every year in which financial 
education will be provided 
to the public through various 
channels. 

The main objective of the 
Financial Services Week is 
one of the strategies in the im-
plementation of the Financial 
Sector Development Master 

Plan 2020/21 - 2029/30. More-
over, the Financial Services 
Week aimed to reach various 
stakeholders including public 
servants; students; teachers; 
women, youth, people with 
special needs; small and me-
dium entrepreneurs (SMEs); 
non-government organiza-
tions; editors and journalists; 
financial service providers; 
children and general public 
at large. 

‘Maendeleo Bank reaches the public through National Financial Services Week’
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  By Freddie Daley 

N
ations that have 
amassed vast amounts of 
wealth from fossil fuels 
over centuries are unwill-

ing to give it up - when the wealth 
could be used to fund the transition 
to cleaner energy

Fossil fuels are the largest driver 
of climate breakdown. They are 
responsible for 86% of the carbon 
emissions released into our atmos-
phere this decade. Without explicit-
ly addressing fossil fuel production, 
governments are skating round a 
huge elephant in the room.

It's like trying to address a pan-
demic without talking about the 
virus.

Despite the deluge of net zero 
pledges in the build up to COP26, 
new fossil fuel production could 
take global heating way beyond the 
goals of the Paris Agreement.

According to the most recent 
data, governments are planning to 
produce 57% more oil, 71% more gas 
and 240% more coal than is consist-
ent with a 1.5°C target by 2030. To 
even have half a chance of keeping 
1.5°C alive, at least 60% of oil and 
gas and 90% of coal must remain in 
the ground, never to be burnt. Our 
survival is worth better odds than a 
coin toss.

  Why net zero pledges from the 'fossil fuelled 5' ring hollow
But it is nations that have amassed 

vast amounts of wealth from fossil 
fuels, over centuries, that are un-
willing to give up their fossil fuelled 
privilege, ignoring overwhelming 
evidence that we need to phase out 
fossil fuels rapidly. Many of these 
nations are also the loudest and 
proudest self-declared climate lead-
ers. They talk the talk on reducing 
domestic emissions, while driving 
global emissions growth through 
continued fossil fuel production and 
exports.

Some of the countries most 
guilty for this offense are the "Fossil 
Fuelled 5" - Australia, Norway, Cana-
da, the United States and the United 
Kingdom. This is a wealthy group of 
countries that are burning our col-
lective future.

Coal, oil and gas production must 
fall globally by 69%, 31% and 28% re-
spectively between now and 2030 to 
keep 1.5°C alive.

The Fossil Fuelled 5, however, 
are set to increase oil and gas pro-
duction by 33% and 27% by 2030. 
While coal production amongst 
these countries is set to drop, it will 
drop by only 30% - less than half of 
what is needed to stop temperatures 
breaching 1.5°C.

Underlying the gap between rhet-
oric and action on fossil fuel produc-
tion from these five is a deeply root-

ed failure to deliver climate justice.
These five nations benefit from 

fossil-fuelled growth. While continu-
ously growing their fossil fuel em-
pire, they have inadvertently locked 
other nations into a dependency on 
polluting fuels.

Australia, for instance, is the sec-
ond largest coal exporter and the 
largest gas exporter in the world. In 

2020, 42% of all Norwegian exports 
were oil and gas. Historically, the US 
is responsible for 20% of all emis-
sions since 1850.

Wealthy nations have the capacity 
and obligation to do their fair share 
and phase out fossil fuels faster than 
their peers, starting immediately. 
They must shoulder the financial 
burden for countries and communi-

Their economies are also incred-
ibly diversified meaning that they 
are not solely reliant on fossil fu-
els for future prosperity. In other 
words, they have the wealth and 
capacity to move markets and tran-
sition fossil fuel industry workers 
with relatively limited disruption, 
but they still continue to approve 
pipelines, grant subsidies and pass 
out licenses.

Instead, they must be doing the 
exact opposite: halt further licens-
ing, phase out existing extraction, 
end financial support for fossil fuel 
production without caveats and re-
direct that financial support toward 
helping developing countries move 
towards clean energy.

They should also formalise their 
climate leadership by joining initia-
tives such as the Beyond Oil and Gas 
Alliance and the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

If we are serious about keeping 
1.5°C alive and preventing the worst 
impacts of the climate crisis, we 
must address the root of our collec-
tive problem: fossil fuels.

For that, we need true policy 
leadership - not just press releases 
- from wealthy nations like the Fos-
sil Fuelled 5 to put an end to fossil 
fuel expansion, start phasing out of 
existing stockpiles and jumpstart a 
just transition before it's too late.

ties that did the least to create this 
crisis, so the most affected people 
and areas may adapt to the impacts 
they are experiencing right now.

The wealth that fossil fuels have 
created for these five nations could 
be used to transition entire econo-
mies away from polluting fuels to-
wards the clean technologies and 
energy sources of the future.

By He Yin,

C
hina stands ready to work 
with all countries to build 
an open world economy 
so that the spring breeze of 

openness will bring warmth to all 
parts of the world, said Chinese Pres-
ident Xi Jinping in a keynote speech 
he delivered at the opening ceremo-
ny of the 4th China International Im-
port Expo (CIIE).

He gave an in-depth summary of 
China’s experience after the country 
joined the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) 20 years ago, and demon-
strated China’s resolve to open wider 
at a high standard, its determination 
to share development opportunities 
with the rest of the world, and its 
resolution to advance economic glo-
balization. 

His remarks have built a strong 
positive power for solidarity and co-
operation that enables the world to 
pull together to tide over this difficult 
time.

The world is experiencing the 
combined impacts of major changes 
and a pandemic both unseen in a 
century. Unilateralism and protec-
tionism are on the rise, and econom-
ic globalization is facing headwinds. 
Studies show a steady decline of the 
World Openness Index over the past 
decade and a weakening of global 
consensus on opening up, which are 
causes for great concern. 

Standing at a critical crossroad of 
history, Xi encouraged all countries 
to build an open world economy, 
jointly promote the global economy, 
expand their common interests dur-
ing development, and share oppor-

China stands ready to work with all countries to build an open world economy
tunities in cooperation, so as to build 
a brighter future for humanity.

Economic globalization is an ob-
jective requirement of the develop-
ment of social productivity, and an 
inevitable result of technological 
progress. It is an irreversible trend of 
the history.

Xi said at the opening ceremony of 
the 1st CIIE that economic globaliza-
tion is an overarching trend, some-
thing that is independent of people’s 
will. “What we mankind can do is to 
understand, adapt to, and apply the 
law of history instead of trying to 
prevent it from happening,” he re-
marked.

At the 2nd CIIE, he stressed that 
like the world’s great rivers, the Yang-
tze, the Nile, the Amazon and the 
Danube — they all surge forward in 
relentless flow, and nothing can stop 
their mighty movement, not the cur-
rent of undertows or hidden shoals 
or rocks beneath the water.

The CIIE is exactly a concrete step 
taken by China to support economic 
globalization.

The past 20 years since China 
joined the WTO activated China’s 
development and a successful story 
of the world economy, and it indi-
cated that it is a trend of the history 
for countries to integrate themselves 
into the global economy. 

Now, a few countries blame eco-
nomic globalization for their own 
domestic governance failures. They 
have set barriers and even been 
playing the “de-globalization” and 
“decoupling” games using the pan-
demic, which not only contradicts 
the economic law and the trend of 

history, but also goes against the common aspiration of 
all people around the world.

Xi’s remarks made at the CIIE have sent a strong voice 
that could shatter the barriers against economic globali-
zation. At the 1st CIIE, he said that in a world of deepening 
economic globalization, practices of the law of the jungle 
and winner-takes-all only represent a dead end, and in-

clusive growth for all is surely the right way forward.
“We need to build trust rather than second-guess each 

other; we need to join hands rather than throw punches 
at each other; and we need to consult rather than slander 
each other. Bearing in mind the common interests that 
bind us all, countries need to work together to make eco-
nomic globalization more open, inclusive and balanced 

for the benefits of all,” he noted at 
the CIIE the last year.

Economic globalization is an 
engine driving global growth, and 
countries should grasp the general 
trend of economic globalization 
and promote open cooperation to 
achieve common development.

As Xi noted, “History tells us that 
openness and cooperation are a 
major driving force behind dynamic 
international economic and trade 
activities. The current situation calls 
for openness and cooperation to fos-
ter steady global recovery. Looking 
ahead, openness and cooperation 
will remain essential for continued 
human progress.”

China is an advocator for building 
an open world economy. It believes 
that countries around the world 
should work together to make the 
pie of the global market even bigger, 
strengthen the mechanisms for shar-
ing benefits globally, and explore 
new ways of international coopera-
tion, so as to release more positive 
effects of economic globalization, 
and bring the benefits of economic 
globalization to different countries, 
classes and groups of people.

Putting the common good of hu-
manity first, China will firmly safe-
guard true multilateralism, firmly 
share market opportunities with 
the rest of the world, firmly pro-
mote high-standard opening up, and 
firmly uphold the common interests 
of the world, so as to build an open 
world economy with the rest of the 
world.

			   People’s Daily

Fresh fruits produced around the world are exhibited at the Food and Agricultural Products Exhibition Area of 
the 4th China International Import Expo (CIIE) on Nov. 6, 2021, the second day of the event. File photo
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Appreciation 

BUSINESS Govt calls upon employers to submit 
their contributions to WCF promptly

Advice  

Good-news 

 By Guardian Reporter

EMPLOYERS in the country 
have been urged to submit 
monthly contributions to 
Workers Compensation 

Fund timely to avoid attracting penalty 
from regulators.

Deputy Minister in Prime Minister’s 
Office, Petrobas Katambi said in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday after visiting WCF 
pavilion at the ongoing Financial Week 
exhibitions being held at Mnazi Mmoja 
that the fund is an important vehicle 
established by the government to 
compensate people who get hurt while 
on duty.

“I am requesting employers to 
voluntarily submit the contributions 
on time to avoid confrontation with 
regulators as per the law which 
established the Workers Compensation 
Fund,” Katambi said while warning 
that the state will hold accountable 
those employers who don’t comply 
with the law.

Briefing the Deputy Minister, WCF’s 
Director General, Dr John Mduma 
said so far more than 90 percent of 
employers in the country have been 
registered with the fund which has 
since established their database.

“We have continuously reminded 
employers to submit the contributions 
on time so that the fund can pay com-
pensation to employees who get hurt 

Minister Ummy applauds achievements 
made by USAID’s BoreshaAfya project

Kenyans rush to comply as KRA 
hunts rich cheats on social media

Ummy Mwalimu (R in headscarf), Minister of State in the President’s Office Regional Administration and Local Government, is briefed on achievements made 
by USAID-funded Boresha Afya by the project’s senior technical advisor for gender, Grace Munisi (L) in Dodoma last week. Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 

 By Guardian Reporter

HEALTH stakeholders in 
Tanzania have celebrated the 
climax of a five-year US funded 
health mega project known as 
USAID Boresha Afya, an integrated 
health service delivery which 
covered 12 regions.

The United States Agency for In-
ternational Development funded 
project executed interventions 
in HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, family 
planning and malaria control has 
been hailed as a success story as it 
finally came to an end.

“This is an event that issues 
hope that we are on the right 
track towards providing health 
services to every Tanzanian,” said 
Ummy Mwalimu, Minister of State 
in the President’s Office, Regional 
Administration and Local Govern-
ment.

Mwalimu who was guest of hon-
our at the closing ceremony of 
Boresha Afya project, noted that 
it has tremendously impacted on 
the lives of millions of Tanzanians. 
“It can be said with sincerity that 
in the past five years of execution 

of Boresha Afya, USAID was the 
actual key implementing agent for 
health services delivery at our dis-
trict councils,” she acknowledged 
saying the government also appre-
ciates the capacity building of hu-
man resource in the health sector.

The U$222 million Boresha Afya  
project was aimed at improving 
the health status of  all residents 
in the targeted areas  with focus  
on three result areas, namely: im-
proved enabling environment for 
health services; improved avail-
ability of quality, integrated health 
services at facility level; and in-
creased access to health  services 
at community level.

The project was implemented 
between October 2016 to Septem-
ber 2021, with funding from US 
President’s Emergency Fund for 
AIDS Relief though USAID. It was 
implemented by The Elizabeth 
Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation 
and Deloite, together with its key 
sub-partners, Engender Health, 
MDH and FHI260.

“As a result of Boresha Afya ac-
tivities, over 8.3 million Tanzani-
ans received HIV testing services 

of which nearly 340 thousand 
learned their HIV positive status,” 
said Kate Somvongsiri, Mission Di-
rector for USAID Tanzania.

Somvongsiri said that the 
project, which employed dynamic 
and innovative solutions to 
address the challenges, reached 
over 10 million clients through 
the provision of family planning 
outreach services.

The EGPAF was responsible 
for the North and Central Zone 
covering Arusha, Kilimanjaro, 
Manyara, Dodoma, Singida 
and Tabora regions where it 
provided overall leadership and 
management oversight to the 
project.

On the other hand, Deloitte was 
providing overall leadership and 
management oversight for HIV/
AIDS, TB, family planning, mother 
and child health and malarias 
progrmmes for the Southern 
Zone, covering Morogoro, Iringa, 
Njombe, Ruvuma, Mtwara and 
Lindi.

“We look forward to a day when 
all Tanzanians will be healthy 
and there will be no more needs 

for such projects,” said Deloitte 
Consulting’s Director, Caron Jones 
who noted that  progress in the 
country can only be realized 
when all the citizens are healthy.

Jones was backed by Prudence 
Masako, Country Representative 
for EngenderHealth, which was   
key sub-partner for both zones, 
said,“We are proud to leave in 
place with a robust functional 
system that delivers integrated 
health services to the people .” 
Masako credited the success of the 
project to strong leadership and 
collaboration among stakeholder, 
good teamwork among 
consortium leaders and ability to 
fix technical issues expeditiously.

USAID’s BoreshaAfya Technical 
Director for North and Central 
Zones, Roland Van de Ven also said 
that they made sure the human  
side of the project received due 
attention because the project 
was about the people. “Boresha 
Afya was unique because it 
had combined various tested 
approaches typical of USAID 
health delivery projects,” van de 
Ven said.

Voluntary 

  NAIROBI  

Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) on 
Wednesday said Kenyans are rushing 
to verify their tax compliance status 
following revelations that the taxman 
is training its guns on rich Kenyans 
displaying lavish lifestyles on social 
media but paying little or no taxes. KRA 
on Wednesday said in a statement that 
they have recorded a steady rise in the 
number of individual taxpayers rushing 
to verify their tax compliance status since 
the report was published. 

“The rise has been attributed to a media 
article attributed to KRA Commissioner 
General Githii Mburu published this week 
confirming that the authority actively 
utilizes technological solutions for tax 
compliance surveillance,” said KRA in 
a statement. Business Daily on Monday 
reported that KRA has a team focused 
on smoking out tax cheats through social 
sites such as Facebook, Instagram and 
Snapchat.

The taxman wants socialites and 
individuals who display lavish lifestyles 

on the interwebs to pay their fair share 
of taxes as it races to bring more people 
into the tax bracket. The Authority’s 
Deputy Marketing and Communications 
Commissioner Ms Grace Wandera said 
they are actively utilising technological 
solutions, including social media 
monitoring tools to ensure compliance.

“Within the confines of the law, we 
do apply social media scans among 
other technological tax compliance 
surveillance systems. This week, we have 
seen a more than 60 percent rise in the 
number of tax compliance certificates 
applications lodged on the online i-Tax 
platform,” Ms Wandera said.

Ms Wandera said the spike means most 
taxpayers are willing to comply and that 
KRA “is a very dynamic organisation that 
will continue providing tax facilitation 
services to boost compliance.” Further, 
the taxman said continued compliance 
has seen the country surpass collection 
targets. In the month of October KRA 
collected Sh154.383 billion against a 
target of Sh142.285 billion, a 108.5 percent 
performance.

Local currency stable against 
major currencies:BoT report 

Patrobas Katambi (L), Deputy minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Youth, Labour and Employment), 
wiith director general of Workers Compensation Fund, Dr John Mduma (C) and the Fund’s head of Communication 
Unit, Laura Kunenge, at  WCF’s pavilion at the National Financial Service Week event which ended yesterday in 
Dar es Salaam. Photo: courtesy of WCF. 

Stacks of 10,000/- bills. 

  By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

THE Tanzanian shilling remained 
relatively stable against major interna-
tional currencies as of September this 
year thanks to steady greenback inflows 
from minerals exports, manufactured 
goods, cereals and horticultural prod-
ucts.

Bank of Tanzania (BoT) said in its 
Monthly Economic Review for October 
that the stability of the shilling was also 
supported by low inflation differentials 
with major trading partners, prudent 
fiscal and monetary policies sustained 
over the period, and orderly foreign ex-
change market operations.

The BoT report indicated that the 
Tanzanian shilling traded at an aver-
age rate of 2,309/- per the US dollar 
during the month compared to 2,310/- 
recorded during the previous month. 
“On annual basis, the shilling recorded 
a marginal depreciation of 0.03 percent 
from an average rate of 2,309 /- per US 
dollar registered in September 2020,” 
the report said.

Meanwhile, the Central Bank has pro-
jected that inflation in Tanzania will re-
main within the target of 3-5 percent in 
the remaining period of 2021/22, hence 
consistent with East Africa Community 

(EAC) and Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC) benchmarks.

The BoT said the projection is bol-
stered by adequate food supply and sta-
ble exchange rate, which are expected 
to partially dampen the impact of high 
oil prices. Tanzania’s inflation rate how-
ever rose to 4 percent in September 
2021 from 3.8 percent that was recorded 
during the preceding month of August 
2021.

“Core inflation, which accounts for 
73.9 percent of overall CPI, rose to 4.6 
percent from 4 percent, driven by ac-
commodation, transport, clothing and 
footwear, recreation, and sports and 
culture,” the report noted. 

According to the Central Bank, food 
inflation in September 2021 remained 
broadly unchanged, ranging between 
3.6 and 4 percent between August and 
September, on account of low prices of 
food crops owing to adequate supply in 
many parts of the country.

“This was reflected by high food 
stocks held by the National Food Re-
serve Agency (NFRA) ranging between 
107,384-150,057 tonnes in recent 
months. The food stocks consisted of 
maize, rice and sorghum,” the report 
added.

while on duty,” Dr Mduma said 
while assuring stakeholders that 
WCF is strong and has enough 
financial muscles to meet needs 
of the market.

He said the WCF as one of 
the social security funds invests 
members contribution in profit-
able ventures for the purpose of 
safeguarding safety and sustain-

ability of the resources which 
are important to compensate 
victims of work hazards.

“We are in the financial sector 
because we collect members 
contributions abut also invest 
the same to make profit so that 
funds are safe and secure,” the 
WCF chief executive noted 
saying the fund remains an 

active player in the financial 
services sector.

The weeklong Financial Week 
was organised by Ministry of 
Finance and Economic Planning 
with an objective to sensitise the 
public on the functioning of the 
sector but also inform them of 
opportunities available in the 
area.
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Tech savvy 

Integration 

Telcom partners Norwegian fintech to provide 
Saccos with digital payment platform solution  

Deputy PS salutes GIZ and EAC secretariat 
for backing regional One Health Strategy 

 

 By Guardian Reporter

CUSTOMERS of alcoholic drinks 
manufactured by Serengeti Breweries Limited 
have been commended for buying its brands 
hence allowing for the introduction of new 
beers.

Speaking during the trade launch of Guinness 
Smooth beer in Mbeya on Saturday, SBL’s 
Innovation Manager, Bertha Vedastus also 
commended key distributors, restaurants and 
pubs owners in the Southern Highlands for 
staying loyal to the brewer’s brands.

“Southern Highlands’ residents have always 
been loyal to SBL’s brands, for which we are very 
grateful and we really value their unwavering 
support to us,” she said after the Guinness 
Smooth launch. 

“Today, we have brought to them a new beer in 
our growing Guinness family that will give them 
a new experience through its perfect smooth 
taste and rich flavour,” Vedastus said adding 
that the new beer has also been well received 
by consumers in Dar es Salaam and northern 
regions where it was launched a few days ago.

Guinness Smooth is the latest addition to 
the celebrated Guinness family. It boasts a 
distinctly smooth and refreshing taste, with 
the perfect balance of flavours that are ideal 
for enjoyment while catching up with friends, 
anytime, anywhere. The new tipple has all the 
refreshments of a stout, with the renowned 
fine character of Guinness. “This smooth beer 
is produced here in Tanzania at our Moshi 
brewery,” Vedastus noted.

According to her, Guinness has an enviably 
long tradition of brewing extraordinary beers, 
churning out full-flavoured, striking and 
uniquely satisfying beers since 1759. She noted 
that the new Guinness Smooth continues 
to reaffirm SBL’s commitment to bringing 
consumers flavourful beers they can enjoy at all 
social gatherings. 

“Therefore, for something special and 
refreshing to enjoy when catching up with 
friends, be refreshed by our great smooth beer, 
Guinness Smooth,” the SBL Innovation Managed 
added.

SBL manager thanks 
Southern Highlands 
customers for support 

Acknowledgement 

Bbottles of Guinness Smooth. 
 Kaspar Mmuya, Deputy Permanent Secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office, speaks during 
the EAC One Health approach meeting held in Arusha city last week. 

Wakandi Group SA’s CEO Espen Kvelland. 

  By Guardian Reporter

A 
national vali-
dation meet-
ing for the EAC 
Regional One 

Health Strategy which 
started in Arusha last week 
is a major step towards in-
tegrated the six member 
countries health systems.

Deputy Permanent Sec-
retary in the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office, Kaspar Mmuya 
who presided over the 
meeting’s official opening 
ceremony thanked Ger-
man government through 
GIZ and East African Com-
munity secretariat for sup-
porting the initiative.

“The One Health ap-
proach has been recog-
nized as a major element 
of disease control and pre-
vention strategies as it em-
phasizes the relatedness 
of human, animal, plant 
and environmental health, 
and the importance of 
trans-disciplinary efforts,” 

Mmuya said.
He pointed out that re-

cent global disease out-
breaks have highlighted 
the increasing effects of 
zoonotic pathogens on 
human and animal health. 
“Changes in the environ-
ment, including agricultur-
al intensification, popula-
tion growth, urbanization, 
climate change and human 
encroachment into wildlife 
habitats are drivers for zo-
onotic disease emergence,” 
he said. 

He stated that the aim of 
national validations is to 
give various stakeholders a 
chance for internalisation 
and ownership. In remarks 
to welcome the Deputy 
Permanent Secretary, a 
Manager of the Support to 
Pandemic Preparedness in 
the EAC Region (PanPrep) 
project, Dr Irene Lukas-
sowitz, said the relevance 
of the One Health ap-
proach is more prominent 
following the coronavirus 

outbreak.
“It all started as a health 

issue but quickly devel-
oped into a threat for lives 
and livelihoods of the peo-
ple and the economy as a 
whole. It had an impact on 
several sectors including 
trade, tourism and educa-
tion,” Lukassowitz said.

She said the EAC is pur-
suing a wide One Health 
approach that goes be-
yond human, animal and 
environmental health ap-
proach applied in many 
countries and includes all 
sectors and disciplines in 
the prevention of and re-
sponse to events of public 
health concern.

Lukassowitz commend-
ed the government for at-
taching the One Health 
Unit to the Prime Minister’s 
Office and thus above sec-
tors. “This should facilitate 
the implementation and 
mainstreaming of One 
Health in the country,” the 
PanPrep chief noted.

  By Guardian Reporter

MEMBERS of savings and 
credit group with access to 
Tigo Pesa can now access 
digitized financial services 
provided by Norwegian based 
Wakandi Group SA.

On Friday, Tigo Tanzania 
signed an agreement with Wa-
kandi Group which integrated 
its Tigo Pesa payment plat-
form with Wakandi’s Credit 
Association Management Sys-
tem (CAMS) for savings and 
credit cooperative societies 
(Saccos) and microfinance in-
stitutions.

Wakandi’s CAMS enables 
Saccos and microfinance in-
stitutions manage their finan-
cial services effectively and 
digitally, without needing any 
installations or purchasing of 
servers. “Saccos are now more 

mature and they need more 
sophisticated financial man-
agement platform. 

They store huge amounts 
in savings, provide loans and 
manage interests,” Tigo’s Chief 
Officer for Mobile Financial 
Service, Angelica Pesha said. 
She said, “This is, therefore, an 
opportunity for Tigo Pesa to 
collaborate with Wakandi to 
digitize all Saccos transactions 
across the country.”

In remarks after signing the 
agreement, Wakandi CEO, Es-
pen Kvelland said the aim is to 
reach newer heights with Tigo 
Pesa and help Saccos move 
into the digitized financial 
realm. “It is an opportunity 
for us to establish ourselves 
deeper into the Tanzanian 
market. This partnership is 
a significant step in our jour-
ney of offering a completely 

cashless experience in Africa,” 
Kvelland said.

To access the service, Sac-
cos and microfinance institu-
tions need to be registered 
with Wakandi Credit Associa-
tion Management System for 
their members, who are Tigo 
Pesa customers to complete 
their transactions seamlessly. 

Established in 1995, Tigo 
through its distinctive and 
diverse product portfolio in 
voice, text messages, high-
speed internet and mobile fi-
nancial services, the telco has 
pioneered digital innovations 
such as the first smartphone 
in Kiswahili, free Facebook in 
Kiswahili, Tigo Pesa  applica-
tion, Tigo Mobile application 
as well as the first East African 
cross-border mobile money 
transfer with currency con-
version.

Censure 

 NAIROBI 

The World Bank has blacklisted 
a Kenyan consultancy firm that has 
undertaken several multimillion 
shilling projects for top government 
agencies over fraud.

The multilateral lender said 
an investigation conducted by 
its corruption-fighting unit had 
established that the Nairobi-based 
Africa Development Professional 

Group (ADP), which says it provides 
“consultancy and advisory services 
on management, investments, 
business solutions, corporate 
finance and business development” 
had engaged in fraudulent practices 
during a bank-funded project in 
Somalia.

ADP and its affiliates have been 
debarred for 21 months and will 
be ineligible to participate in any 
World Bank-financed projects 

during the period. “The (Somalia) 
project was designed to strengthen 
the staffing and institutional 
capacity of selected line ministries 
and central agencies to perform 
core government functions,” said 
the World Bank in a statement.

The debarment also qualifies 
for cross-debarment by other 
multilateral development banks 
under the Agreement for Mutual 
Enforcement of Debarment 

Decisions, including the Asian 
Development Bank, the European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development, the Inter-American 
Development Bank, and the African 
Development Bank (AfDB). 

The financial institutions, which 
are mostly owned and financed by 
governments, have been keen to 
curb corruption in their projects 
which run into billions of dollars 
annually. “The debarment makes 

ADP ineligible to participate in 
projects and operations financed 
by institutions of the World Bank 
Group,” said the bank.

“It is part of a settlement agreement 
under which the company 
acknowledges responsibility for the 
underlying sanctionable practices 
and agrees to meet specified 
corporate compliance conditions 
as a condition for release from 
debarment.”

ADP says on its website its past 
clients include Kenya’s Ministry 
of Lands, Housing and Urban 
Development, the Gambian 
Office of the President, the 
Government of Ghana, the Salaries 
and Remuneration Commission 
(Kenya) and the Department for 
International Development (DfID), 
Rwanda. The above projects 
are however not related to the 
debarment.

World Bank blacklists Kenyan consultancy firm over fraud

 KAMPALA

Ugandans can now access a Fintech 
platform that allows them to make cross-
border investments into equities markets 
in the United States.

This follows Fintech start-up Chipper 
Cash’s integration with digital trading 
finance platform, DriveWealth. Chipper 
Cash recently attained a US$1-billion 
valuation that catapulted it into unicorn 
status.

It has integrated with DriveWealth’s API-
based equities brokerage infrastructure 

to enable “the Ugandan population to 
gain affordable access to investing in US 
equities.” The companies assert that Africa 
has a large unbanked population that has 
driven interest in Fintech start-ups.

Investment prospects for Africa-based 
investors into stock markets in the United 
States currently requires “high minimums 
and was only accessible for high net 
worth” individuals, leaving out “much of 
Uganda’s population.” The partnership 
looks to address this and provide the 
required access.

“We are excited to add investing in US 

equities to our platform to complement 
our initial offerings of peer-to-peer 
transactions and cross-border payments,” 
said Ham Serunjogi, CEO of Chipper Cash. 
“The US market is now easily accessible to 
all members of the Ugandan population. 
This will enable citizens to improve their 
financial well-being and become owners 
of their financial futures.”

Under the new partnership, Ugandan 
investors will be able to invest into 
equities in the US “on a dollar equivalent 
basis (through fractional shares) in over 
6,000 US securities and ETFs” allowing 

consumers to invest with no minimum 
requirements.

Bob Cortright, founder and CEO of 
DriveWealth, said, “What Chipper Cash has 
been able to accomplish in its few short 
years is helping Africans to access a range 
of financial services inexpensively from 
their phones. Equipping underserved 
investors with the tools they need to break 
down the barriers to investing is a critical 
step towards democratising investing 
worldwide.” This platform is scheduled to 
be rolled out in Nigeria and South Africa.

Breakthrough

Chipper Cash opens US equities market to Ugandans



 BEIJING 

C
hinese auto 
giant Geely 
has launched 
a new elec-

tric semi-truck called 
Homtruck as automakers 
look to bring new tech-
nology to the commer-
cial vehicles market. The 
Homtruck manufactured 
by Farizon Auto is the Chi-
nese autonomous electric 
truck that wants to rival 
the Tesla Semi, and it 
looks like a Transformer.

The Homtruck’s cabin 
is equipped with a large 
infotainment screen, a 
steering wheel prepared 
for autonomous driving 
(also with its own screen), 
and a panoramic roof for 
the driver’s enjoyment. 
Geely ensures that pro-
duction and first deliver-
ies are planned for 2024.

Geely’s Homtruck 
launch comes as a num-
ber of automakers from 

Acquisition 

 TOKYO  

Tencent Holdings has quietly 
acquired a Japanese creative stu-
dio with several Nintendo Switch 
hit games to its name as part of 
a talent acquisition spree in the 
home of anime and manga, peo-
ple familiar with the deal said.

The Shenzhen-based entertain-
ment giant has taken about a 90% 
stake in Wake Up Interactive for 
more than 5 billion yen ($44 mil-
lion), the people said, asking not 
to be identified because the trans-
action is not yet public. 

Wake Up owns Tokyo-based 
Soleil, which helped develop 
Nintendo Switch hits Ninjala and 
Travis Strikes Again: No More 
Heroes. Taking over almost the 
entire company is unusual for 
Tencent in Japan, which has so 
far made smaller investments and 
mainly aimed to secure interna-
tional publishing rights for future 
games.

The Wake Up purchase, which 
came in September, is one of 
several deals that Tencent struck 
with privately-held game makers 
in Japan this year. Soleil is known 
for its track record of helping pro-
duce high-quality action games 
for consoles, PCs and smart-
phones, which was part of the mo-
tivation for Tencent’s approach to 
its parent company. 

Ninjala is owned by GungHo On-
line Entertainment Inc., which led 
development, and Travis Strikes 
Again is a product of Grasshopper 
Manufacture Inc. Representatives 
of Tencent and Wake Up did not 
immediately respond to requests 
for comment.

Tencent and compatriot 
NetEase Inc. have actively recruit-
ed fresh talent in Japan over the 
past two years, looking to acquire 
valuable intellectual property in 
anime and video games as well 
as decrease their revenue de-
pendence on the domestic China 
market. This year has made that 
project all the more urgent as the 
Beijing government tightened 
restrictions on playing time and 
slowed approvals for publishing 
new games as part of a broader 
crackdown on its tech giants.

Kadokawa Corp. said last month 
that Tencent plans to pay about 30 
billion yen to take a 6.86% stake in 
the famous publishing company. 
Grasshopper Manufacture, led by 
creator Goichi Suda, is now a part 
of NetEase.

In addition to a handful of pub-
licly-announced deals, the two 
Chinese game titans have also ei-
ther acquired or taken a stake in 
numerous smaller Japan-based 
game developers, betting on their 
potential to produce a smash-hit 
title and securing a favourable po-
sition to then bargain for its global 
distribution. 

Their focus has been on small 
studios and talented individu-
als who may be contemplating 
leaving a bigger company to set 
up their own creative operation. 
In most cases, the deals are kept 
secret from the public. “Tencent 
sees no advantage in announcing 
a deal as it doesn’t want to alert 
the competition and give them 
insight into its strategy,” Tokyo-
based game consultant Serkan 
Toto said.
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  ITV 
	  
MONDAY 15 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Kipindi Maalum rpt: Huru Talk Show 
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:45 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00   	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15      DWTV: Kesho leo
18:45   	 Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45 
22:00	 Kipindi Maalum: Bundesliga na DW
22:15      Soap: Love to Death
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 16 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto wetu rpt
10:25	  Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00      	 Al Jazeera
12:30    	   Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00	 Ripoti Maalum rpt: 
13:30   	 Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00      	 Meza Huru
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      	 Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo rpt
18:30    	   Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00    	  Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology

21:10	 DWTV: Kesho Leo
21:45    	  Chetu ni chetu
22:20	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00	 Habari	
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 17 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30	 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00	 The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00	 Al Jazeera 
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru rpt
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15	 Soap: Rebeca rpt
18:45 	 Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo
19:00 	  Ijue Sheria	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00     	  Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:35	 Ripoti Maalum 
22:10 	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY 18 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        	 Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      	 Shamba lulu rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00     	  Al Jazeera 
12:30	 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00   	 Shamsham za Pwani rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00      	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00      	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo rpt
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako

19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00   	 The Base
00:00	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 19 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       	 Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     	 Soap: Uzalo
9:55       	 Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30      Usafiri wako rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00     	 Jagina rpt
13:30     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55  	 Habari za saa
14:00     	 Chetu ni Chetu rpt
14:15	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      	 Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15      Korean: Jumong
19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 20 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50    	  Korean: Jumong
13:30     	 Soap: Love to Death rpt
15:45     	 Igizo: Mizengwe
16:15     	  Igizo: Rebeca
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:30      	 Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00   	  Igizo: Rebeca
21:30	 Art and lifestyle 
22:00	 ITV TOP 10
22:45    	  Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15     	 DWTV	
 
SUNDAY 21 Nov
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	

6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10	 Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05	 Al jazeera
       
CAPITAL 
     Mon 15 Nov
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Beats of Love
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  16 Nov
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 C	 apchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera
 
Wed 17 Nov 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu

20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  18  Nov
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 	 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 	 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid 19  Nov
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00	 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30	 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:30	 Eco@Africa
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 20 Nov
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt  Emperor of the Sea
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15	

Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie : Grindstone Road ( tape 

no:5593)
23:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Tencent purchases game 
studio that is behind hit 
Nintendo Switch titles

Chinese made Homtruck. 

A man plays a Nintendo game in Tokyo. 

Mercedes-owner Daimler 
to Warren Buffett-backed 
BYD have announced 
their own electric trucks. 
Tesla, which announced 
its own truck called the 

Semi in 2017, has delayed 
production of that vehicle 
for some time.

The ‘smart’ truck, de-
veloped by Geely’s com-
mercial vehicle division, 

has been presented in 
three variants thanks to 
its model architecture: 
pure electric with battery 
swap, methanol hybrid, 
and with range extender. 

At the moment no details 
have been revealed about 
autonomy or power, so we 
will have to wait. The man-
ufacturer has confirmed 
that will be launched in 

other markets, in addition 
to the Chinese.

What Geely has talked 
about is the concept 
of ‘cabin-home’ that it 
raises for -similar- truck-

ers: the design includes a 
complete bathroom with 
shower and toilet, single 
bed, refrigerator, kettle, 
kitchen, and even a small 
washing machine. Thanks 
to artificial intelligence 
and 360-degree cameras, 
it promises that the driver 
will be aware of any prob-
lems around the vehicle 
while in motion or while 
parking.

In addition, the Chinese 
manufacturer aims high 
with autonomous driving 
and ensures that, within 
pre-established routes, 
the Homtruck will be able 
to use autonomous driv-
ing functions of level 4 
– the maximum is 5 – and 
will also introduce convoy 
functions for longer trips 
that allow trucks to com-
municate with each other 
to maintain a safe speed 
and distance.

As was explained by the 
CEO of the division, Mike 
Fan, Geely plans to intro-

duce autonomous driving 
in three phases. By 2023, 
the company expects to 
have some semi-auton-
omous functions, with 
more advanced systems 
in 2026. Geely plans to 
achieve full autonomy in 
2030.

As Farizon Auto ex-
plains, the Homtruck is 
also capable of connect-
ing to the logistics net-
work’s big data platforms 
to help drivers obtain the 
most optimal orders in re-
al-time, analyze and track 
deliveries, and calculate 
operating costs through-
out. of the routes.

The Homtruck’s ‘brain’ 
can use vehicle sensors 
to analyze real-time traf-
fic data and receive route 
recommendations. Mean-
while, Tesla continues 
to delay deliveries of the 
Semi – unveiled in 2017 – 
until next year. Elon Musk 
said it was due to the lim-
ited supply of batteries.
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WORLD
WHO warns vaccine alone 

won’t end pandemic

Russian agencies, EMA cooperate for 
Sputnik V vaccine approval - Lavrov

	
	
	

	 	 	 BEIJING
 
Renowned epidemiologist and aca-

demic Liang Wannian said China’s pan-
demic containment strategy has proved 
to be effective.

China has successfully contained doz-
ens of sporadic COVID-19 resurgences 
over the past year or so, ensuring a bal-
ance between epidemic prevention and 
economic development, Liang, profes-
sor at Tsinghua University, told Xinhua 
in a recent interview. 

He reminded the public to exercise 
caution against the virus and called for 
unremitting efforts to prevent both do-
mestic resurgence and imported infec-
tions.

Minimizing Adverse Impact
“The COVID-19 pandemic situation 

across the world remains grave with 
increasing virus mutations, and there 
hasn’t been any significant drop in the 
mortality rate associated with the dis-
ease,” Liang said.

Inadequate preventive measures will 

lead to a resurgence of the COVID-19 
outbreak, and the number of severely 
ill patients and deaths will continue 
to increase, which was seen in several 
countries, said Liang, noting that China 
should stick to its current strategy of 
clearing COVID-19 infections in a timely 
manner.

He, however, pointed out that such a 
mechanism does not equal a zero-toler-

ance policy against any infections. “The 
regular prevention measures aim to en-
sure early detection, swift response, tar-
geted containment, and effective treat-
ment of COVID-19 patients to prevent 
community infections.”

“This approach can help curb infec-
tions and avoid strain on medical re-
sources so as to better serve people’s 
medical needs while minimizing the 
impact on social and economic devel-
opment,” Liang said.

Restoring Normalcy
Liang called for adhering to COVID-19 

prevention measures in a scientific way.
Prevention policies should be consis-

tently improved aligning with changes 
in the epidemic situation, he said, add-
ing that risk grades for COVID-19 infec-
tion in different regions should be as-
signed precisely and properly.

Liang also urged efforts in accelerat-
ing vaccine and drug development, as 
well as strengthening the training on 
epidemiological investigation, treat-
ment, and management.

China’s pandemic-containing strategy effective -expert

It’s nothing new to control one 
robot to build a house. However, 
how does it sound like to have 
four of them working in phase of 
each other?

Japanese industrial robot 
manufacturer Nachi-Fujikoshi 
just brought such stunning tech-
nology to the 4th China Inter-
national Import Expo (CIIE) in 
Shanghai. At the company’s exhi-
bition booth, four robots worked 
simultaneously, placing assembly 
parts in designated points. A few 
minutes later, a “house” was built.

It was the first time for the Jap-
anese company to bring to China 
its container house construction 
system, hoping to apply the sys-
tem in Chinese construction proj-

ects.
The CIIE is a major platform 

for enterprises to debut their 
new products and technologies 
in China and even in the world at 
large. It is reported that the 4th 
CIIE has attracted a huge num-
ber of big names, including the 
world’s three major auction hous-
es, the top three high-end con-
sumer fashion brands, the four 
largest grain traders, ten major 
automobile groups, ten major in-
dustrial electric enterprises, ten 
major medical equipment man-
ufacturers, and ten major cos-
metics companies. Massive new 

products have been launched at 
the event.

The numbers of launch events, 
as well as new products and 
technologies exhibited exceeded 
those in the previous three CIIEs 
at the event’s Medical Equipment 
and Healthcare Products exhibi-
tion area this year. The 4th CIIE 
has established a special zone to 
hold 62 launch events for a vari-
ety of new products, technolo-
gies and services.

Varian, a proven leader in med-
ical technology that has joined 
all four sessions of the CIIE, de-
buted three solutions this year in 

Shanghai, including a digital can-
cer hospital that integrates regis-
tration room, screening room, di-
agnosis room, cancer treatment 
and health management. The 
digital hospital is able to offer 
whole-process individual treat-
ment services. Besides, the com-
pany also brought the world’s 
first AI-assisted high-automatic 
contactless radiotherapy cen-
ter, which reduces the duration 
of precise radiotherapy from 10 
hours to just 15 minutes.

Among the new products 
launched this year, many were 
developed by local R&D teams of 

foreign enterprises, and they are 
expected to find good markets 
overseas. 

AstraZeneca, another company 
that has joined all four CIIE ses-
sions, established a booth for 
regional cooperation this year. 
At the first CIIE, the company 
launched a drug developed in 
Beijing, and the drug hit the Chi-
nese marker earlier than it did in 
Europe and the U.S. This year, it 
debuted another new medicine 
it co-developed with Hutchison 
MediPharma, a global-focused 
novel drug discovery company in 
China.

“From an exhibition to a jointly 
built ecology of novel medicines, 
the CIIE is a valuable opportunity 
for AstraZeneca and its partners 
to showcase their achievements. 
We’ll see more innovative Chi-
nese products hitting overseas 
markets in the next three to five 
years,” said Leon Wang, Executive 
Vice-President, international and 
China president of AstraZeneca.

The HistoCore Spirit HE to be 
debuted is the first product de-
veloped and manufactured in 
China by Danaher. It holds six 
patents. Jason Peng, president of 
Danaher China noted that China 
is not only an important market, 
but a research center and a man-
ufacturing base. People’s Daily

PARIS

Russian agencies are collaborating with the Euro-
pean Medicines Agency (EMA) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to approve the use of the Sputnik 
V COVID-19 vaccine, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov told reporters on Friday.

“No, the issue was not brought up today, but we have 
it under control,” the Russian foreign minister said 
when asked whether the Sputnik V authorization was 
touched upon at the talks with the French defense and 
foreign ministers.

“France is among those in the European Union who 
are waiting for the decision of the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO). It is being delayed for some objective 
reasons, but also for some subjective ones. Our cor-
responding authorities work alongside the European 
Medicines Agency and, of course, we work with the 
World Health Organization,” he said.

Lavrov pointed out that a number of European coun-
tries had opted for recognizing the Russian vaccine. He 
added that the pandemic had served to spotlight the 
need for cooperation between Russia and the Europe-
an Union.

“We take an interest in working with the European 
Union. And the fact that there are such issues, and that 
they are not far-fetched, but quite real and rather thorny is 
proven in the situation with coronavirus infection, where 
we need to team up putting aside commercial interests,” 
he said.

Lavrov recalled that Russian President Vladimir Putin 
suggested this April that patent protection of all vaccines 
be temporary lifted for the pandemic.

“This has simply gone nowhere, as no reaction followed. 
And of course, it is frustrating that in the face of such a tru-
ly global disaster many try to play to their own advantage 
and at the expense of others,” the Russian foreign minister 
said.

Lavrov emphasized that Moscow remains ready to estab-
lish constructive relations with the EU, “which have been 
destroyed by the European Union itself.”

Lavrov noted that the talks with EU foreign policy chief 
Josep Borrell in Moscow this February have not brought 
about real action in the areas of health, climate, digitaliza-
tion and green economy.

“However, nothing is working out so far. I think that it 
is due to the inertia of that Russophobic minority that im-
poses its policy on all sensible and sane members of the 
European Union,” Lavrov concluded.

Sputnik V was authorized in Russia on August 11, 2020 to 
become the world’s first officially certified COVID-19 vac-
cine. To date, Sputnik V has been approved for use in 
70 countries with a cumulative population of four bil-
lion people. On March 4, the EU regulator announced 
the start of Sputnik V’s rolling review.              Agencies

Fourth CIIE highlighted by new products, technologies

WASHINGTON

The US military covered up 
2019 airstrikes in Syria that 
killed up to 64 women and 
children, a possible war crime, 
during the battle against Is-
lamic State, the New York 
Times reported on Saturday.

The two back-to-back air-
strikes near the town of 
Baghuz were ordered by a 
classified American special 
operations unit tasked with 
ground operations in Syria, 
according to the report. 

The newspaper said that 
US Central Command, which 
oversaw US air operations 
in Syria, acknowledged the 
strikes for the first time this 
week and said they were justi-
fied.

In a statement on Saturday, 
Central Command reiterated 
the account it gave the news-
paper that 80 people were 
killed in the strikes includ-
ing 16 Islamic State fighters 

and four civilians. The mili-
tary said it was unclear if the 
other 60 people were civil-
ians, partly because women 
and children could have been 
combatants.

In Saturday’s statement, the 
military said the strikes were 

“legitimate self-defense,” pro-
portional and that “appropri-
ate steps were taken to rule 
out the presence of civilians.”

“We abhor the loss of inno-
cent life and take all possible 
measures to prevent them. In 
this case, we self-reported and 

investigated the strike accord-
ing to our own evidence and 
take full responsibility for the 
unintended loss of life,” Cen-
tral Command said.

The number of civilians 
among the 60 fatalities could 
not be determined because 

“multiple armed women and 
at least one armed child were 
observed” in video of the 
events, it said, adding that the 
majority of the 60 were likely 
combatants.

Central Command said the 
strikes took place while Syr-
ian Democratic Forces (SDF) 
were under heavy fire and in 
danger of being overrun and 
the SDF had reported the area 
clear of civilians.

The Defense Department’s 
inspector general launched 
an inquiry into the March 18, 
2019, incident, but its report 
was ultimately “stripped” of 
any mention of the bombing 
and a thorough, independent 
probe never took place, ac-
cording to the Times. The 
newspaper said its report was 
based on confidential docu-
ments and descriptions of 
classified reports, as well as 
interviews with personnel di-
rectly involved.

		  Agencies

US military hid airstrikes that killed civilians in Syria - NYT

 Austria is preparing to implement lockdown mea-
sures for unvaccinated people as coronavirus cases spike 
to record levels. 

The plan is expected to be approved Sunday and come 
into effect a day later, the Austria Press Association report-
ed, citing a draft document.  

Under the new measures, people without proof of vacci-
nation or recovery from COVID-19 would only be allowed 
to leave home for essential activities, including going to 
work, grocery shopping, medical treatment and exercise.  

Salzburg and Upper Austria, states with high COVID-19 
rates and low vaccination levels, are expected to intro-
duce the measures themselves on Monday. 

State governors will likely meet Sunday to discuss ways 
to turn around Austria’s sharply rising infections, which 
are increasingly straining medical facilities. 

Austria’s 7-day average of COVID-19 cases has more than 
doubled this month to more than 10,000, and its recent 
rate of infection is among the highest in the world. A re-
cord 13,152 cases were reported on Saturday. 

Only about 65 percent of Austrians are fully vaccinated, 
one of the lowest rates in Western Europe. Hospitaliza-
tions have climbed, and deaths are averaging the highest 
levels since March, before vaccines were widely available.  

Austrian Chancellor Alexander Schallenberg on Thurs-
day rejected lockdown measures for vaccinated people. 

“I don’t see that two thirds should lose their freedom be-
cause one third is hesitating,” Schallenberg said at a press 
conference. He called Austria’s vaccine take-up “shame-
fully low.” 

The lockdowns would be enforced by spot checks and 
the threat of hefty fines. 

“We don’t live in a police state and are not able -- and nor 
do we want -- to control every street corner,” Schallenberg 
said.

People without proof of vaccination or recovery are cur-
rently excluded from many activities in Austria, including 
concerts, restaurants and bars. Agencies

Austria prepares to lock down 
unvaccinated as cases spike

 London

The head of the World Health Organi-
zation has stressed that vaccines alone 
can not end the pandemic.

During a media briefing on Friday, 
WHO director-general Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said while vaccines reduce 
the risk of hospitalization, severe dis-
ease and death, they do not fully prevent 
transmission. 

“Some European countries are now 
reintroducing restrictions to curb trans-
mission and take the pressure off their 
health systems,” Tedros said. “We contin-
ue to recommend the tailored and pro-
portionate use of testing, masks, physical 

distancing, measures to prevent crowd-
ing, improve ventilation, and more. And 
get vaccinated when it’s your turn.”

Tedros’ warning comes after 2 million 
COVID-19 cases were reported in Europe 
last week.

This is the most in a single week in the 
region since the pandemic started, the 
WHO head said, adding that Europe re-
ported some 27 thousand deaths, more 
than half of all COVID-19 deaths globally 
last week.

“COVID-19 is surging in countries with 
lower vaccination rates in Eastern Eu-
rope, but also in countries with some 
of the world’s highest vaccination rates 
in Western Europe,” Tedros said. “It’s 

another reminder, as we have said again 
and again, that vaccines do not replace 
the need for other precautions.”

The WHO noted that with a right mix 
of measures, it’s possible for countries to 
find the balance between keeping trans-
mission down and keeping societies and 
economies open.

But Tedros said countries cannot vacci-
nate their way “out of the pandemic”.

He added: “It makes no sense to give 
boosters to healthy adults, or to vac-
cinate children, when health workers, 
older people and other high-risk groups 
around the world are still waiting for their 
first dose. The exception, as we have said, 
is immunocompromised individuals.”

Tedros again criticized countries that 
have high vaccine coverage, and which 

are continuing to stockpile vac-
cines, when low-income countries 
are still having to wait.

He pointed out that COVAX, a 
worldwide initiative aimed at equi-
table access to COVID-19 vaccines, is 
working. The initiative has shipped 
some 500 million vaccines to 144 
countries and territories.

“To reach WHO’s target of vacci-
nating 40 percent of the population 
of every country by the end of this 
year, we need an additional 550 mil-
lion doses, about 10 days’ produc-
tion,” Tedros said. “Vaccines alone 
will not end the pandemic, but we 
cannot end the pandemic unless we 
solve the global vaccine crisis.”

		  Agencies

While the COVID-19 pa-
tients and their close con-
tacts might face inconve-
nience in the short term, 
swift containment of out-
breaks will only help re-
store normalcy in the econ-
omy and society, he said.

Shedding light on the fu-
ture of China’s anti-epidem-
ic strategy, Liang said things 
will depend on multiple 
factors such as how the CO-
VID-19 situation pans out 
globally, virus mutation, the 
seriousness of the disease 
and China’s vaccination 
rate.

China’s epidemic preven-
tion policies are constantly 
evolving, Liang said, not-
ing that the country will be 
“closely watching the global 
pandemic situation, acceler-
ate vaccination and adjust 
policies in due time.”  

		  Xinhua

Director-General of the World Health Organization Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 

A fighter with the Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic Forces stands guard on a hilltop overlooking the village of 
Baghouz in Syria’s northern Deir Ezzor province, on March 24, 2021, where two years ago, the Islamic State 
Group made their last stand before being defeated.  AFP

Renowned epidemiologist and Tsinghua 
University professor Liang Wannian
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world news

WASHINGTON

A US federal grand jury has indicted Steve Ban-
non, onetime adviser to former president Donald 
Trump, charging him with contempt of Congress 
after he defied a subpoena by the House select com-
mittee investigating the Jan 6 Capitol riot, the Justice 
Department announced Friday.

The indictment came as Attorney General Merrick 
Garland has been under pressure to prosecute Ban-
non after the House voted on Oct 27 to hold the for-
mer chief strategist of Trump in criminal contempt 
of Congress and referred the resolution to the Jus-
tice Department.

“Since my first day in office, I have promised Jus-
tice Department employees that together we would 
show the American people by word and deed that 
the department adheres to the rule of law, follows 
the facts and the law and pursues equal justice un-
der the law,” Garland said in a statement. “Today’s 
charges reflect the department’s steadfast commit-
ment to these principles.” 

Bannon’s indictment contained two charges of 
contempt of Congress, according to the Justice De-
partment, “one contempt count involving his refusal 
to appear for a deposition and another involving his 
refusal to produce documents, despite a subpoena 
from the House Select Committee to Investigate the 
January 6th Attack on the United States Capitol.”

Each count of contempt of Congress carries a 
minimum of 30 days and a maximum of one year in 
jail, as well as a fine of $100 to $1,000, the depart-
ment said, adding a federal district court judge will 
determine any sentence for the 67-year-old Trump 
loyalist.

The House Jan 6 committee subpoenaed docu-
ments and testimony from Bannon on Sept 23. He 
missed both the Oct 7 deadline for documents pro-
duction and the Oct 14 deadline for deposition.

Bannon’s lawyer, Robert Costello, told the commit-
tee his client would not cooperate with the investi-
gation because he had been so directed by Trump, 
who claimed the documents and testimony being 
sought were potentially protected by presidential 
executive privilege.

Costello told the committee that “the executive 
privileges belong to President Trump” and “we must 
accept his direction and honor his invocation of ex-
ecutive privilege.”

President Joe Biden has refused to assert execu-
tive privilege with respect to witnesses and docu-
ments, citing the extraordinary nature of the attack 
on Capitol Hill on Jan 6 to stop Congress from certi-

Ex-Trump aide Bannon indicted for contempt of Congress

Chinese aircraft designer Gu Song-
fen won China’s top science award for 
his outstanding contributions to scien-
tific and technological innovation.

An awards ceremony was held on 
Nov. 3 at the Great Hall of the People in 
Beijing to honor Gu, a leading scientist 
at the Aviation Industry Corporation of 
China, Ltd., as well as other scientists 
with major contributions.

Gu, an academician at both the Chi-
nese Academy of Sciences (CAS) and 
the Chinese Academy of Engineering, 
was born in 1930 in Suzhou, east China’s 
Jiangsu province. He started working for 
the aviation industry after graduating 
from university in 1951.

In 1956, the first airplane design of-
fice of the People’s Republic of China 
was established in Shenyang, northeast 
China’s Liaoning province, and Gu was 
appointed the head of an aerodynamics 
group.

It was there that Gu encountered the 
first major challenge of his career - the 
aerodynamic design of the jet trainer 
Shenyang JJ-1, the very first jet aircraft 
of China.

Gu, who studied propeller-driven 
aircraft at university, didn’t know much 
about jet aircraft. Therefore, he had to 
learn new stuffs, day and night.

He heard that Beihang University, 
previously known as Beijing University 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics, had 
the documents that he might need, so 
he went to Beijing from Shenyang. In 
order to minimize the disturbance to 

Last-minute climate 
deal agreed at COP26

fying the result of the 2020 presiden-
tial election.

In seeking documents and deposi-
tion from Bannon, the Jan 6 commit-
tee said in the subpoena that Bannon 
spoke with Trump in the run-up to 
Jan 6, that he was present at a hotel 
in downtown DC used by the Trump 
team as a command center as the at-
tack unfolded, and that he said on 
his radio podcast one day prior to 
the attack that “all hell is going to 
break loose tomorrow.”

The select committee has so far 
issued subpoenas to 21 former of-

ficials in the Trump administration 
for documents, testimony — or both 
— related to their involvement in the 
Capitol riot.

Also subpoenaed by the panel, 
Trump’s then chief of staff Mark 
Meadows didn’t appear for his de-
position scheduled for Friday at 10 
am ET, risking the invocation of the 
contempt of Congress procedure by 
the select committee as it so warned 
Meadows on Thursday night.

Contempt of Congress prosecu-
tions by the Justice Department of-
ten have been both time consuming 

MOSCOW
Moscow is ready to fa-

cilitate efforts to resolve a 
migrant crisis on the bor-
der between Belarus and 
the European Union, Rus-
sian President Vladimir 
Putin said in an interview 
with Rossiya-1’s “Moscow. Kremlin. Putin” show.

“When we hear some statements and accusations 
against us, I would like to tell everyone: mind your own 
domestic issues, don’t try to shift them to others because 
it is your related agencies that need to resolve them. 

However, we are ready to do our utmost [to help re-
solve the situation] if there is anything we can do,” Putin 
said in response to reporter Pavel Zarubin’s questions.

He reiterated that accusations of involvement in the 
migration crisis against Russia “point to someone’s de-
sire to shift responsibility for the current developments.” 
“What does our Aeroflot air carrier has to do with it? 

Did anyone take an Aeroflot flight? I know nothing 
about it but some people surely could have taken a flight 
and traveled through third countries. What do we have 
to do with it?” the Russian president said.

Responsibility for migration crisis
Western countries seek to avoid responsibility for a 

migration crisis on the border between Belarus and the 
European Union, Putin said. 

“I have already said that we have nothing to do with it, 
absolutely nothing. Why are some talking about it? Be-
cause it is on their conscience. It indicates their desire to 
shift the blame to someone else,” Putin said in response 
to reporter Pavel Zarubin’s questions.

According to the Russian president, it is Western coun-
tries that are to blame for the crisis. “I have already ex-
plained why, there are political, military and economic 
reasons. 

They were the ones who created conditions where 
thousands, even hundreds of thousands of people left 
their homes. And now they are looking for someone to 
blame in order to avoid responsibility for what is hap-
pening,” Putin stressed.

The Russian president explained that he had learned 
about the migration crisis from the media. “I never dis-
cussed the issue with [Belarusian President Alexander] 
Lukashenko before. However, we have talked on the 
phone twice since the crisis emerged,” Putin said.

 The Russian leader earlier expressed hope that 
Lukashenko and Acting German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel would hold a conversation in the near future 
to discuss the situation because most migrants sought 
to reach Germany.

Tensions sparked by migrants seeking to enter Po-
land, Lithuania and Latvia via Belarus exploded on 
November 8. Several hundred people arrived on the 
Belarusian-Polish border. EU states claim that Minsk 
is deliberately escalating the crisis and call for sanc-
tions. Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko, in 
turn, blamed the situation on the Western countries 
whose actions forced people to flee their war-torn 
homelands.

				                  Agencies

Russia ready to help resolve migration 
crisis on Belarusian border with EU - Putin

BEIJING

A Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesperson on 
Friday said that China and 
the United States are in 
close communication on 
the specific arrangements 
of their leaders’ meeting.

Spokesperson Wang 
Wenbin made the re-
marks at a daily news briefing when answering a rel-
evant query. He said that this year, President Xi Jinping 
has had two phone conversations with President Joe 
Biden at request. The two heads of state have agreed to 
maintain regular contact in various ways.

“We hope that the US side will work with China to 
make the meeting a success and bring China-US ties back 
to the right track of sound and stable development,” said 
the spokesperson.

BENEFICIAL NATURE OF TIES
The US should correctly view the mutually beneficial 

nature of China-US relations, and adopt a rational and 
pragmatic policy toward China, he said while comment-
ing on US National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan’s recent 
remarks that the US is going to compete vigorously with 
China across multiple dimensions, and there’s no reason 
that the competition has to turn into conflict or confron-
tation.

Competition does exist in international relations, but 
it should be healthy competition based on observing 
the basic norms governing international relations, said 
Wang.

“We oppose unfair competition where one’s own rules 
are forced on other countries as international rules. We 
oppose unjust competition where the word ‘competi-
tion’ is used as a pretext to undermine other countries’ 
sovereignty and interfere in other countries’ internal af-
fairs. We oppose unethical competition where ‘competi-
tion’ is cited as an excuse to restrict other countries’ de-
velopment and deprives them of their legitimate rights 
and interests.”

China and the US have both differences and broad 
common interests, and to define China-US relations with 
competition contravenes the reality of bilateral relations 
and deviates from US policies on China, he added.

“The US should correctly view the mutually beneficial 
nature of China-US relations, adopt a rational and prag-
matic policy toward China, work with China to strength-
en dialogue and communication, deepen mutually ben-
eficial cooperation, properly manage differences and 
follow the path of mutual respect, peaceful coexistence 
and win-win cooperation,” he said.  

China, US communicating 
closely on leaders’ meeting

students, he searched for and stud-
ied the materials in the university’s 
library at night. Finally, he came up 
with the aerodynamic design cri-
teria for subsonic aircraft and the 
engineering calculation method 
for aerodynamic properties, and 
completed the aerodynamic layout 
plan for the Shenyang JJ-1.

Following this initial achieve-
ment, Gu completed the aerody-
namic layout plan for the Nan-
chang CJ-6, the first Chinese basic 
trainer aircraft, and established 
an aerodynamic design system for 
subsonic aircraft. 

Immediately after that, he joined 
aerodynamic studies of supersonic 
aircraft, and the aircraft aerody-
namic design system he estab-
lished is still an important refer-
ence for Chinese aircraft designers 
today.

In 1964, China started develop-
ing its first high-speed and high-
altitude interceptor fighter jets 
- J-8, and Gu led the aircraft’s aero-
dynamic design as a deputy chief 
designer. Later, he was appointed 
the chief designer of the project. 

Sixteen years later, he was again 
appointed the chief designer of J-8 
II, the next generation of the J-8 
interceptor that outperforms its 
predecessor in every aspect. He 
led over 100 design and manufac-
turing organizations, and sent the 
aircraft into the air in only four 

years.
Gu said his biggest wish is to 

never leave the cause of aviation. 
In 1986, Gu was transferred to 

Beijing for work, where his ma-
jor duty was to make decisions 
on major national projects and to 
make suggestions on the aeronau-
tic equipment system construc-
tion and the layout of the coun-
try’s national defense.

He still pays close attention to 
the development of aircraft, and 
has joined the making of multiple 
airplanes, including the narrow-
body airliner C919, the fighter jet 
J-10, the large military transport 
aircraft Y-20, the supersonic ad-
vanced jet trainer JL-9 and the re-
gional jet ARJ21. Besides, he is also 
actively promoting the develop-
ment of Chinese seaplanes.

Though the nonagenarian had 
gone through surgeries, he’s still 
working every day. It takes him 
longer to cover the distance be-
tween his home and his office, 
which used to cost him around 10 
minutes, but he is still punctual.

“To learn the new development 
of aviation industry is what makes 
me happy in my twilight years. 
All I can do now is to read some 
books, translate some materials 
and try to offer as much assistance 
as possible for the young people,” 
he said.

People’s Daily

and notoriously difficult to 
succeed, oftentimes end-
ing in acquittal or dismissal 
on appeal.

The last time the depart-
ment prosecuted a con-
tempt referral was in 1983, 
during the Superfund in-
vestigation in the Ronald 
Reagan administration. 
Then Environmental Pro-
tection Agency official Rita 
Lavelle was charged with 
contempt but her case end-
ed in acquittal.

LONDON

Negotiators agreed on a climate deal at the 26th 
United Nations Climate Change Conference of the Par-
ties, or COP26, in Glasgow on Saturday night, after last-
minute concessions on coal pushed the agreement 
over the line.

After weeks of mediation, COP26 President Alok 
Sharma was visibly emotional when he announced the 
Glasgow climate agreement. A key line in the text per-
taining to coal was watered down for the second time 
this week in order to get the deal done. 

“I think we can credibly say that 1.5 C is alive. But 
it’s pulse is weak,” Sharma said, referring to the target 
laid out in the Paris Agreement in 2015 to keep average 
global temperatures to within 2 and 1.5 degrees Celsius 
this century.

“I apologize for the way this process has unfolded. I 
am deeply sorry,” Sharma said. “I also understand the 
deep disappointment but I also think, as you have not-
ed, that it is vital that we protect this package.”

Sharma said that a “gulf remained” between what 
countries have promised on emissions reductions and 
what is needed to meet Paris goals, though he said 
he remained hopeful future conferences could make 
meaningful progress.

“This multilateral process can deliver,” Sharma said. 
“This package sets a course for the world to deliver on 
the promises made at Paris.”

China welcomed the outcome of the conference, 
calling it “of great significance for safeguarding multi-
lateralism and concentrating (international efforts) on 
implementation of the Paris Agreement.”

Prior to the finalization of the agreement, representa-
tives from several countries including China said that 
the text was not perfect but that had no intention to 
reopen it.

An initial draft had called for nations to “phase out 
coal” projects this decade, and this language was 
changed to “phase down”, after stiff opposition from 
Indian negotiators, who said it was unjust for rich na-
tions to require the phasing out fossil fuels in develop-
ing nations that are in the midst of industrialization and 
urbanization.

“How can anyone expect that developing countries 
can make promises about phasing out coal and fossil 
fuel subsidies when developing countries have still to 
deal with their development agenda and poverty eradi-
cation?” India’s environment minister Bhupender Ya-
dav asked on Saturday evening in Glasgow.

China’s vice-minister of ecology and environment 
Zhao Yingmin supported this perspective.

“The current global warming has been caused mainly 
by the industrialization in the past 200 years, mainly 
involving the developed countries,” Zhao said during a 
news conference late Saturday evening. “This histori-
cal responsibility has been clarified by the Paris Agree-
ment, hence the ‘common but differentiated responsi-
bilities’. The developed countries, therefore, must take 
the lead to cut emissions instead of requiring the de-
veloping countries to stop consuming coal; it is unfair.”

Aircraft designer Gu Songfen 
wins China’s top science award

Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., and Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., arrive as the House select committee tasked with investigating the 
Jan 6 attack on the US Capitol meets to hold Steve Bannon, one of former President Donald Trump’s allies in contempt, on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, Oct 19, 2021. File photo

Gu Songfen works in his office. (Photo courtesy of the Aviation Industry Corporation of China, Ltd.)
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DRC margin over Taifa Stars may have 
to do with local chicanery, paying off 

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

YANGA forward, Ditram Nchimbi, 
has parted ways with the historic NBC 
Premier League champions after his 
contract with the club expired.

Nchimbi joined Yanga on December 
19, 2019, from Polisi Tanzania, when 
he showed his edge after scoring 
a hat-trick in a match between his 
employers, Polisi Tanzania, and Yanga 
which took place in Dar es Salaam on 
October 3, 2019.

Polisi Tanzania recorded a 3-3 draw 
with Yanga in the tie.

While Yanga’s squad was in Zanzibar 
to continue preparations for the NBC 
Premier League, the club’s forward, 
Nchimbi, did not join his teammates as 
his contract ended.

Having served the team for two 
years after seeing his form drop and 
lose his spot in the first-choice squad, 
he decided to leave the side upon 
contract expiry.

The outgoing striker netted his last 
goal for Yanga on April 20, 2021, in a 
3-1 victory against Gwambina FC, with 
Nchimbi scoring the game’s first goal.

It was his first goal for the outfit after 
one year.

Nchimbi’s memorable feat came 
when the attacker scored a winning 
goal that sent Tanzania to the African 
Nations Championship (CHAN) finals 
at the expense of Sudan in 2019.

Yanga Manager, Hafidh Saleh, 
confirmed that the player is not with 
the team after his contract expired and 

the management has not shown any 
interest in extending his contract.

“His contract has expired, another 
player, whose contract is on the verge 
of extinction, is Adeyum Saleh, his 
contract comes t an end this season. 
I don’t know if the management will 
have a deal with him,” he said.

He said Nchimbi has left and will 
not be among the Yanga players, 
Saleh moreover talked about their 
preparations in general and said they 
are doing well and the coach’s plans 
have gone smoothly.

Yanga took part in two friendlies 
against Zanzibar Premier League 
sides, KMKM, and Mlandege in the tour 
of the Isles.

Mlandege conceded a 1-0 loss to 
Yanga in the first friendly, with goal-
getter Heritier Makambo notching the 
goal that separated the squads.

Yanga later cruised to a 2-1 victory 
over KMKM in the remaining friendly, 
with the winger, Ducapel Moloko, and 
goal-getter Fiston Mayele notching the 
visitors’ goals.   

Saleh pointed out: “The coach asked 
for both games to be played. All players 
have seen their shortcomings and 
abilities especially the stars who were 
out of action, Yasin Mustafa is back and 
given time to play now it is up to him 
(coach) to decide.’’

The 24-year old Nchimbi formerly 
played for top-flight outfits, Azam FC, 
Njombe Mji FC, Mwadui FC, among 
other clubs.

Ditram Nchimbi leaves Yanga  

 By Correspondent John Kimbute

C
HANCES that the 
regional soccer ranking 
was for once likely to 
be disrupted with Taifa 

Stars making a strong bid for 
Qatar 2022 World Cup are now 
ruined, which was on the horizon 
but what can be described as 
a massive outpouring of faith 
– or prayers – stood in the way 
of accepting the thrust of the 
competition.

One rather misplaced 
comparison was the recollection 
that the side won 3-0 over the 
Uganda ‘Cranes’ to reach AFCON 
finals during the tutelage of 
Emmanuel Amunike, skipping 
over the fact that Uganda had 
already qualified and had no 
reason to play to its actual ability. 
It would have to have a vendetta 
to play profusely.

The point that a portion of 
analysts and a majority of the fans 
kept avoiding was that DRC had to 
play to capacity in that encounter, 
having been forced to a draw in 
their home game, with Tanzania 
topping the list on points up to 
that moment.

On the contrary, the home 
side was under the impression 
that they were meeting the 
same side, and more to it, they 
had a home advantage – a view 
unlikely to have been cultivated 
by an experienced coach like Kim 
Poulsen but reverberating with 
the gallery, the stands or the fans.

But even then the edge could 
have been less intense, though 
such examples aren’t far to seek 
at club level, etc.

That is why to a portion of 
observers, the singularly most 
important lesson of the DRC 
encounter is that playing at their 
best and with determination, 
Taifa Stars stand little chance 
of a positive score against DRC, 
though the margin the visiting 
side was likely to manage could 
be slightly narrowed.

There were plain hiccups in 
how chances could have finished 
well but did not, a few too many 
for many local spectators but 
football intelligence has it that 
there are never more than a few 
real chances, as no chance is 
factually one unless it is beyond 
the other side’s ability to stop it.

In many cases there are neat 

DTB FC set to sign experienced 
footballers in January transfer window 

Senior national football squad ‘Taifa Stars’ defender, Dickson Job (L), dribbles past Democratic Republic of 
Congo’s fullback, Nathan Fasika, when the squads met in African Qualifiers for 2022 World Cup’s Group J match 
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium Dar es Salaam last week. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TFF

Ditram Nchimbi 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

CHAMPIONSHIP league 
leader, Dar es Salaam’s DTB 
FC, says it is satisfied with the 
work rate put to show by its 
experienced players, especially 
in the first five games.

The squad revealed its plans 
to add more top guns in the 
January transfer window that 
will be open next month.

The team’s coordinator, 
Muhibu Kanu, said that the 
fact that they have not lost 
any Championship game so far 
is a clear indication that the 
experience and quality of the 

stars who have formerly played 
in the Premier League have 
benefited them.

Kanu revealed his squad is 
out to add others to complete 
the work that has begun.

The official noted: “The team 
so far is in good shape and as 
you can see we are leading the 
league standings as we have 
not lost a single game and 
this proves that our players 
have good standards and their 
experience has continued to 
help us.”

‘’In the mini registration 
period, we will add some 
players from Premier League 

teams, who we believe will 
strengthen our squad so that 
we can achieve our goal of 
clinching NBC Premier League 
promotion.’’

‘’Those present are good 
but they also need to be 
strengthened and make the 
opponents have a tough time 
against us,’’ Kanu revealed.

DTB FC has been in the 
best form, showcasing good 
performance in its matches, 
and it is expected to do well 
if it gets a promotion to next 
season’s Premier League.

 Former Yanga striker, Amissi 
Tambwe, David Mwantika, 

Issa Makamba, James Msuva, 
Nicholas Gyan, Yusuf Mlipili, 
Emmanuel Mseja, Owen 
Chaima, Juma Abdul, Saad 
Kipanga, Tafadzwa Kutinyu, 
and Shaban Majaliwa are 
among DTB FC players doing 
well in the Championship.

 In six outings, DTB FC came 
out victorious four times and 
settled for a draw in two games, 
scored a total of 11 goals, and 
leaked four goals.

 Of the 11 goals scored, five 
have been scored by forward, 
Tambwe that previously turned 
out for Simba and Yanga.

Geita Gold FC ready 
for Kagera Sugar in 
NBC Premier League

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

 
NBC Premier League newcomer, 

Geita Gold FC, has said it has 
intensified preparations for the clash 
against Kagera Sugar FC set to take 
place at Kaitaba Stadium in Kagera.

Geita Gold FC has not tested any win 
in the Premier League and sits 13th in 
the league log, it has played five games, 
lost four, and draw one.

The team is coming from a 1-0 loss in 
the hands of Azam FC.

Geita Gold FC information officer, 
Ahmed Kivuyo, said the club has 
intensified preparations as it seeks 
to register the first win in the NBC 
Premier League.

He said the next Sunday match 
against Kagera Sugar will present his 
side a perfect opportunity to start the 
competition on a high.

Kivuyo said the two-week 

international break gave the team’s 
interim head coach, Fred Felix Minziro, 
and his staff enough time to prepare 
for the games.

“Our team has been in camp during 
the two-week international break, 
we are preparing for our away game 
against Kagera Sugar, it is now time 
that we start winning our Premier 
League games,” he said.

Kagera Sugar’s head coach, Francis 
Baraza, whose team is coming from 
an away win against Kinondoni 
Municipal Council FC, said they are 
not underrating Geita Gold FC.

He said they need to prepare well 
for the encounter as there are no 
underdogs this season.

‘’This season’s NBC Premier League 
is one of the toughest, no team is 
underdog, we need to prepare well for 
any team and as I’m speaking the team 
is in camp,’’ he said.

Dar es Salaam football outfit, DTB FC. 

things, not real chances as 
the fans wish to believe, by 
projecting their imagination 
into the match, as an event.

Without belabouring the 
issue of a predictable or 
unavoidable margin of win 
for DRC, one thing that comes 
up is that there may have 
been a minimum of sabotage 
on the part of the home 
side, a fall scenario prepared 
by perennially protruding 
‘technical committees’ 
especially linked with the city 
archrivals, Young Africans 
and Simba SC.

Those bringing up 
accusations of this sort direct 
them to the contending 
premier league hopefuls 
rather than the defending 
champions, but as usual 
one has to be fairly close to 
their inner groups to learn 
precisely what happened.

But the rumour is altogether 
affirmative that there was a 
climate of psychic sabotage 
that worked against the home 
side, that is, wizardry gone 
wild, impinging on the host 
– as it wasn’t planned for the 
continental tournament but 
in preparations for the next 
city derby.

Such a situation isn’t 
altogether strange, as it is 
well known that magic isn’t 
a one-way affair as it is a 
sort of prayer that can be 
positively taken up and work 
for the demand side, or be 
refused and work against the 
perpetrator, as such action is 
wrong by definition.

In that context, it can be 
affirmed that planting a 
‘guided missile’ against a rival 
side and then hosting another 
sort of encounter before 
that event carried the risk of 
that bomb exploding before 
time as it were, and as DRC is 
named ‘Chui’ as national side 
tag, it wasn’t altogether faulty 
that this issue could have 
played a role in the outcome.

They are outsiders but as 
namesakes of the targeted 
group – based on the rumours 
– they could benefit by its 
backfiring.

It isn’t strange that the 
perpetrator of a psychic 
crime suffers from its effects 
personally, even if some result 
is gathered in so doing.

The most memorable 
incident in that regard is still 
the way the then Msimbazi 
Street club chairman, 

interestingly named 
Bamchawi, let off three birds 
from his main stand seat, two 
flew and one collapsed on 
attempting to fly.

As definitely expected, each 
of the birds would be a goal, 
so the side obtained two goals 
from the birds that flew off, 
and the third wasn’t just a 
failure to get the third goal.

For some reason, it 
extracted a sacrifice in 
kind, by ‘weaving’ into the 
perpetrator, and he died.

The rumours 
notwithstanding, and the 
fact that from the viewpoint 
of local experience this 
kind of self-inflicted injury 
may substantially explain 
what happened, there is 
frankly speaking no need 
to extensively explore that 
dimension.

The point is that at a glance, 
there is a vast difference 
of head to head ability of 
the players, given the fact 
that the best player at the 
moment in the leading NBC 
Premier League side, Yanga, 
is Fiston Mayele, a DRC native 
who is not needed in the 
DRC national squad. That is 
impossible for Taifa Stars.
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Australia looks to reignite World 
Cup campaign against China

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Nigeria a point from playoffs in World Cup qualifying 

Victor Osimhen

 CAPE TOWN, South Africa

N
I G E R I A 
moved a 
point away 
from Africa’s 

final World Cup playoffs 
as a pair of penalties 
saw off Liberia 2-0 on 
Saturday, while a crunch 
game between Ivory 
Coast and Cameroon 
will decide which one 
goes through out of their 
group.

Tunisia blew its 
chance of reaching the 
10-team playoffs with a 
game to spare by losing 
in Equatorial Guinea in 
a big shock. Those two 
are now tied at the top of 
their group and a tense 
finish is in store there 
too.

Victor Osimhen drilled 
home the first spot 
kick for Nigeria against 
Liberia in the 15th 
minute, and was fouled 
for Ahmed Musa to add 
a second goal from the 
spot deep into injury 
time. Liberia goalkeeper 
Boison Wynney gave 

Group D.
Ivory Coast beat 

Mozambique 3-0 to 
reclaim the lead of the 
group by a point from 
Cameroon.

Cameroon had earlier 
ruthlessly punished 
Malawi 4-0 after the 
Malawians had John 
Banda sent off in the 
21st minute for blocking 
Vincent Aboubakar’s 
shot with his hand on 
the goal line.

Aboubakar knocked 
home the penalty to 
make it 1-0.

André-Frank Zambo 
Anguissa hit the goal of 
the game by controlling 
a corner on the edge of 
the area and volleying 
in to put Cameroon 
2-0 ahead. Christian 
Bassogog scored two 
goals in two minutes 
near the end, although 
Malawi was already well 
beaten.

Leicester’s Patson 
Daka scored Zambia’s 
first goal in a 4-0 
mauling of Mauritania in 
Group B. Fashion Sakala 

then took over to net a 
hat trick. Zambia’s hopes 
of making the playoffs 
are alive, if only just, 
as it trails Tunisia and 
Equatorial Guinea by 
three points.

Only the 10 group 
winners reach the 
playoffs, which will be 
held in March. 

Tunisia is at home to 
Zambia and Equatorial 
Guinea travels to 
Mauritania, which has 
been eliminated.

Tunisia could have 
decided the group with 
a win in Equatorial 
Guinea on Saturday but 
Pablo Ganet swept home 
the winner there for 
Equatorial Guinea with 
seven minutes to go to 
shock the Tunisians and 
set off wild celebrations.

Mali, Egypt, Senegal 
and Morocco have 
already made it to 
Africa’s final playoffs, 
where the five winners 
of the 10 two-leg ties 
go to the World Cup in 
Qatar next year.

AP

 SEOUL, South Korea

AUSTRALIA is hoping to get its World Cup quali-
fication campaign back on Tuesday in Sharjah 
with a win that would almost certainly end China’s 
slim hopes of returning to the Middle East next No-
vember.

One point from the last two games has resulted 
in the Socceroos slipping into second in Group B at 
the halfway stage, three points behind Saudi Ara-
bia, the two teams drew 0-0 in Sydney on Thurs-
day, and just one above Japan. Only the top two 
from each of the six-team groups are guaranteed a 
place at the Qatar World Cup.

Failure to win in Sharjah, the game has been 
switched from China due to travel restrictions put 
in place by Beijing to combat the spread of COV-
ID-19, could see Australia slip out of the two places 
that guarantee a place in the Qatar World Cup in 
each of the six-team groups.

Coach Graham Arnold is staying positive despite 
the recent setbacks. “We’re in a great spot, it’s all in 
our hands,” Arnold said. “If you’ve got something 
that’s in your hands, you’re in a great position rath-
er than having to rely on other results.” 

Australia will be without Harry Souttar as the gi-
ant Stoke City defender picked up a knee injury 
against Saudi Arabia.

China, with just one World Cup appearance in its 
history, has just four points out of the five games 
so far to increase pressure on coach Li Tie. Defeat 
would likely spell the end of any ambitions of fin-
ishing third and entering the play-off route to the 
World Cup.

Following the 1-1 draw with Oman on Thurs-
day, there have been growing calls for Li to resign 
though former China coach Zhu Guanghu has de-
fended the current boss. 

“Very few of the current crop of Chinese players 
are hungry for football,” Zhu said. “Just like what 
Sir Alex Ferguson said about the Chinese players, 
they can play the ball well when not being chal-
lenged. But when under challenge with limited 
space, they cannot do it.”

“It’s too late to deal with their deficiencies at 
the national team stage, this should be done when 
they are young,” he added.

Saudi Arabia can move a step closer to a sixth 
World Cup appearance with a win over Vietnam 
which has lost all five games so far. Japan travels 
to Oman currently with seven points from five 
games, 

In Group A, Iran and South Korea are moving 
clear. Iran scored twice in the closing minutes to 
defeat Lebanon 2-1 on Thursday to stay first with 
13 points. Iran takes on Syria, bottom of the group 
with just two points while Korea will stay on course 
for a tenth successive World Cup appearance with 
a win over Iraq in Qatar. 

Korea captain Son Heung-min hit the woodwork 
twice as Korea defeated United Arab Emirates 1-0 
on Thursday and the Tottenham Hotspur star is 
looking for more goals.

“This is my third time playing in the final qualify-
ing phase for the World Cup, and things have nev-
er been easy,” Son said. “Our job isn’t done. I want 
us to finish this with a flourish, and I’ll prepare for 
every remaining match like it’s the final.”

AP

away both penalties with 
reckless challenges.

The victory kept 
Nigeria top of Group 
C by two points and 
needing just a draw at 
home to second-place 
Cape Verde on Tuesday 
in the final group games 
to reach the playoffs.

Cape Verde, the island 
nation that made a big 
impact by reaching the 
quarterfinals at its first 
African Cup in 2013, is 
still in contention after 
coming from behind 
to beat Central African 
Republic 2-1, helped by 
Júlio Tavares’ overhead 

volley with his back to 
goal. But Cape Verde 
faces the tough task of 
keeping its World Cup 
dream alive against 
Nigeria in Lagos.

Cameroon and Ivory 
Coast will meet Tuesday 
in Cameroon with 
everything to play for in 

PARIS

WHILE Kylian 
Mbappe’s four goals in 
an 8-0 rout of Kazakh-
stan ensured defend-
ing champion France 
reached next year’s 
World Cup along with 
victorious Belgium, the 
Netherlands failed to 
join them Saturday after 
conceding two late goals.

Belgium was less spec-
tacular beating Estonia 
3-1 at home but has an 
unassailable five point-
lead over second-place 
Wales, which beat Belar-
us 5-1 in Cardiff and has 
a three-point lead over 
the Czech Republic for a 
playoff spot.

After missing out on 
the last World Cup, the 
Dutch looked set to go 
through after leading 
2-0 at Montenegro with 
goals from Memphis De-
pay.

Yet Montenegro struck 
twice in the last eight 
minutes to make it 2-2, 
and that gives Turkey 
and Norway a chance for 
top spot since they are 
two points behind with 
one game left.

“I don’t know what 
to say. Unbelievable,” 
Netherlands captain Vir-
gil van Dijk told Dutch 
broadcaster NOS. “It’s 
scandalous how we 
played in the second 
half.”

GROUP D
France was playing 

away from its usual 
home venue Stade de 
France and took the 
field at Parc des Princes, 
where Mbappe stars for 
Paris Saint-Germain.

He became the first 
France player since Just 
Fontaine at the 1958 
World Cup to score four 
times in one game.

“The most important 
thing was qualifying, 
and we have players in 
our squad who have nev-
er played in the World 
Cup,” said Mbappe, who 
starred in the last one. 
“It’s a dream to play in it 
for your country.”

After 32 minutes he 
had his first internation-
al hat trick.

Karim Benzema com-
bined with Theo Her-
nandez to set up his first 
goal and then Kingsley 
Coman picked him out 
twice, the second with a 

goals in ‘58.
The second-place fin-

isher enters the play-
offs and Finland has a 
chance, although it next 
hosts rampant France.

The Finns won 3-1 at 
Bosnia and Herzegovina 
despite playing more 
than 50 minutes with 
a player less to move 
above Ukraine and into 
second place.

The home side was 
missing all-time 60-goal 
top scorer Edin Dzeko 
through injury and 
lacked a cutting edge.

GROUP E

There was no Romelu 
Lukaku up front for Bel-
gium as he recovers from 
a minor injury, so Chris-
tian Benteke stepped in 
and put his side ahead 
against Estonia after 11 
minutes.

Aaron Ramsey was 
even quicker, taking 
three minutes to put 
Wales 1-0 up and Liver-
pool defender Neco Wil-
liams doubled the lead 
in the 20th.

Ramsey ‘s penalty 
made it 3-0 shortly after 
the break.

Yannick Carrasco and 

Thorgan Hazard netted 
second-half goals for Bel-
gium, while goals from 
Ben Davies and Conner 
Roberts capped a fine 
night for Wales — which 
next hosts Belgium. Ga-
reth Bale made his 100th 
appearance for Wales

GROUP G
Turkey profited from 

Norway’s slip to move 
into second and the 
playoff spot on goal dif-
ference after rocking Gi-
braltar 6-0.

Veteran striker Burak 
Yilmaz did not score but 
Galatasaray marksman 

France, Belgium win to reach World Cup; Dutch slip to draw 

cross from the right met 
by a rare header.

Mbappe has bounced 
back from a disappoint-
ing Euro 2020, where he 
failed to score, and his 
late goal helped France 
win the Nations League 
final last month. Ben-
zema also scored in that 
game.

The irrepressible Her-
nandez whipped over 
another cross from the 
left for another assist as 
Benzema met it at the 
near post for 4-0 in the 
55th.

Four minutes later, 
Benzema played a slick 
one-two with Mbappe 
for his second goal and 
35th for France.

His partnership with 
Mbappe is blossoming 
fast.

“We showed we have a 
good understanding and 
combine well together,” 
Benzema said. “Person-
ally, I’m delighted to play 
in another World Cup 
(after 2014).”

Adrien Rabiot and 
Antoine Griezmann 
also scored late before 
Mbappe emulated the 
great Fontaine — the all-
time leading scorer in a 
single World Cup with 13 

France’s Kylian Mbappe celebrates after scoring his side’s second goal during the World Cup 2022 group D qualifying soccer 
match between France and Kazakhstan at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris, France, Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021. (AP Photo)

Halil Dervisoglu — 15 
years his junior — netted 
twice.

Norway missed star 
striker Erling Haaland 
because of a hip injury 
and failed to break down 
Latvia at home in a 0-0 
draw.

Depay’s penalty put 
the Netherlands ahead 
midway through the first 
half and he tucked away 
a right-wing cross from 
Denzel Dumfries with 
a backheel at the front 
post in the 54th to reach 
37 international goals.

Turkey has a narrow 
+1 advantage over Nor-
way on goal difference 
heading into their final 
group games on Tues-
day, where scoring could 
prove crucial.

Norway travels to the 
Netherlands without 
the prolific Haaland and 
Montenegro hosts Tur-
key.

France, Germany, Bel-
gium and Denmark are 
among the eventual 10 
European group win-
ners.

The 10 group runners-
up will be joined in the 
playoffs by two teams 
which won a Nations 
League group last year. 
Runners-up with the six 
best records will play at 
home first in the semifi-
nals.

FIFA will make the 
playoffs draw on Nov. 26 
in Zurich.

The three winners of 
the playoffs finals on 
March 29 will complete 
the lineup of 13 Euro-
pean teams present in 
Qatar.

AP

 LONDON

ENGLAND manager Gareth Southgate plans to 
rotate his team against San Marino as the Three 
Lions look to seal their place at the World Cup on 
Monday.

Southgate’s side will be guaranteed to feature at 
next year’s tournament in Qatar if they avoid de-
feat in San Marino.

The Group I leaders crushed Albania 5-0 on 
Friday and should have few problems with the 
world’s lowest-ranked side in their last qualifier on 
Monday.

After Harry Kane’s hat-trick and goals from Har-
ry Maguire and Jordan Henderson put England five 
up half-time against Albania, Southgate was able to 
make a raft of second half changes to rest his stars.

But he still plans to switch things up in San Ma-
rino, while also admitting Mason Mount and Luke 
Shaw are likely to miss out again as they recover 
from a tooth infection and a head injury respec-
tively.

“Yes, we will make quite a few changes but what 
we’ve done well in the past is sustain good perfor-
mances, even with those changes,” Southgate said.

“Although it was one of the more experienced 
teams we’ve fielded, we still had a lot of exciting 
young talent out there.”

Maguire’s headed opener for England was a wel-
come boost after a difficult period for the out-of-
form Manchester United centre-back.

Maguire celebrated by sliding to his knees, cup-
ping his ears and sticking his fingers in them in 
what was perceived as message that he won’t be 
distracted by his critics.

Former Manchester United captain Roy Keane 
said Maguire’s celebration was “embarrassing” but 
Southgate was quick to defend his player.

“I don’t know, is he a Hulk Hogan fan? I don’t 
know what the celebration was for,” Southgate 
said.

AFP 

Southgate to rotate team as 
England eye World Cup berth



 

in the camp in Zanzibar.
Yanga returned to Dar es Salaam 

last weekend from the Zanzibar camp 
ready for a trip to Lindi to face Na-
mungo FC in a tough Premier League 
match slated for Saturday.

He said they have had the oppor-
tunity to practice a lot of tactics and 
fitness training in the camp, including 
playing two friendly matches against 

Zanzibar Premier League outfits, 
KMKM and Mlandege.

The Tunisian coach stated each 
player on his side has shown interest 
in wanting to be allowed to play in the 
first team.

Nabi, who holds Tunisian and Bel-
gian citizenships, disclosed: “I am very 
happy with the players who were in 
this camp as they have fought to show 

Nigeria a point from 
playoffs in World Cup 
qualifying
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Yanga coach pleased with team’s progress 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

Y
ANGA head coach, 
Nasreddine Nabi, 
has stressed that 
with the competition 

he saw in his outfit’s training 
camp, he believes they have a 
chance to outshine many teams 
once the NBC Premier League 
resumes.

The Premier League was sus-
pended for two weeks to give 
room for the FIFA calendar for 
international fixtures. 

He revealed that even if those 
in their respective countries’ 
national teams return, the com-
petition at Yanga will be intense 
as there is something he has 
seen in the footballers he had 
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Yanga midfielder, Mukoko Tonombe (C), races past KMKM defenders when the squads faced 
off in a friendly in Zanzibar last weekend. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

National beach 
soccer team 
ready for COSAFA 
Beach Soccer 
Championship
 By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona & Agencies

TANZANIA’s national beach soccer team depart 
South Africa today to battle it out in the Confedera-
tion of Southern Africa Football Associations (COSA-
FA) Beach Soccer Championship.

National beach soccer team head coach, Boniface 
Pawasa, said they are well prepared for the tourna-
ment which has attracted seven nations.

The teams which will compete at the event are 
South Africa, Mozambique, Seychelles, Madagascar, 
Comoros, Tanzania, and Angola.

He said in his squad he has six new players and 
retained eight players, he, however, could not unveil 
the new and retained players in his squad.

“We are well prepared for the tournament, the 
team is ready and the good thing is that we have 
met some of the teams before, we know how Mo-
zambique, South Africa, Madagascar, and Seychelles 
play.’’

‘’We know Mozambique is coming from the World 
Cup, it will be a tough opponent, we are confident we 
will do well,” Pawasa stated.

The inaugural Beach Soccer Championship was 
held in Seychelles in 2015 and won by Madagascar, 
who would go on days later to have tremendous suc-
cess on the continental stage.

The next CAF Beach Soccer Cup of Nations is 
scheduled for Mozambique in 2022, which will in 
turn likely serve as the qualifiers for the 2023 FIFA 
Beach Soccer World Cup.

At the group stage draw, the teams are split into 
two pools. Group A will contain four sides and Group 
B will have three. The top two teams in each pool will 
advance to the semi-finals.

The draw for the 2021 COSAFA Beach Soccer 
Championship took place in Durban on Saturday, 
providing the seven competing sides with a roadmap 
to regional glory at the November 17-21 competition.

The draw was attended by dignitaries from the City 
of eThekwini and KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Govern-
ment, as well as former Bafana Bafana international 
Mark Fish, who also played beach soccer for South 
Africa and will be part of the Technical Study Group 
at this year’s tournament.

Hosts South Africa were the seeds in Group A and 
they have been drawn against Seychelles, 2015 CO-
SAFA, and African champions Madagascar, as well as 
Angola. It appears to be a real Group of Death that 
will be tough to call.

Group B contains 2021 CAF Beach Soccer Cup of 
Nations runners-up Mozambique, Comoros Islands, 
and East African guest nation Tanzania.

Tanzania will not only be participating in the com-
petition but will also be sending two referees to lend 
their experience, Jackson Msilombo, and Geoffrey 
Mwamboneke.

The inaugural COSAFA Beach Soccer Champion-
ship was played in Seychelles in 2015 and was won 
by Malagasy. Recently COSAFA signed a three-year 
partnership with the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Gov-
ernment and the City of eThekwini to host several 
annual tournaments in Durban, including the beach 
soccer tournament.

The agreement runs from August 2021 to Decem-
ber 2023 and provides the COSAFA Cup, COSAFA 
Women’s Champions League, and COSAFA Beach 
Soccer Championship with certainty over the host-
ing of the trio of annual events in what are the most 
uncertain of times.

The three tournaments will be staged in the coast-
al city each year over that period, making use of the 
world-class football facilities on offer and the excel-
lent all-around infrastructure in travel, transport, 
and communications.

“As the City, we are excited to host the COSAFA 
Beach Soccer Championship. Durban is the perfect 
host city with our amazing sandy beaches, the warm 
Indian Ocean, and sub-tropical sunshine,” said Musa 
Mbhele, Acting City Manager, eThekwini Municipal-
ity.

“Hosting the championship is a step towards real-
izing the vision of the City to grow beach sports. We 
want our beaches to be fully utilized for sports, lei-
sure, and tourism.”

COSAFA General Secretary Sue Destombes says 
they are delighted to have beach soccer back on the 
calendar.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Majaliwa graces CRDB Bank Taifa Cup climax 
 By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa was yesterday ex-
pected to grace the final 
games 2021 National Basket-
ball Tournament, known as 
‘CRDB Bank Taifa Cup’ at the 
Chinangali courts in Dodo-
ma.

The tournament had 
tipped off on November 5, 
with the Minister of Culture, 
Arts and Sports, Innocent 
Bashungwa, serving as guest 
of honour.

It has brought together 32 
regional teams, 20 for men’s 
discipline and 12 for women’s 
discipline battling for the top 
prizes from the event’s main 
sponsor, CRDB Bank.

The final ceremony was 
set to be coloured by various 
activities including enter-
tainment from Bongo Flava 
artist, ‘G Nako’, and Dodoma 
Dancers.

In the first semi-final for 
women’s discipline, defend-
ing champions, Dar es Sa-
laam, recorded a win over 
Arusha Queens.

Dar es Salaam was 15-0 up 
in the first period, with their 
opponents failing to score 
a point in the period, the 
second period culminated 
with the defending cham-
pions taking 35-14 lead, the 
scoreboard read 50-14 at the 
breather.

In the third and fourth 
quarters, defending cham-
pions continued with their 
domination leading 20-4, 
Arusha Queenssought to 
prove their worth, forcing 12-
12 results.

The victory saw Dar es Sa-
laam progress to the final 

they deserve to be given a chance to 
play in competitive matches. This is a 
good thing for us.’’

“That will increase the competition 
in the team but there will be no big 
difference between those who get a 
chance to start and footballers who 
will be on the bench. Everyone who 
gets a chance will do their job well.’’

Nabi said forward Yacouba 
Songne’s injury is not a good thing for 
the side as he is among the players 
who started the season well.

The Burkina Fasso striker was in-
jured during Yanga’s NBC Premier 
League tie with Coast Region’s Ruvu 
Shooting at Dar es Salaam’s Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium.

“Even if we make a change in a 
player in that position we will not 
abandon our approach, which we 
have started well with, each player 
fulfils his responsibilities and enables 
the side to garner good results in five 
league matches,” Nabi revealed.

With Songne out due to a knee in-
jury, Nabi has the opportunity to field 
Farid Mussa, Deus Kaseke, and Dick-
son Ambundo in the wing position.

Ambundo has not played any 
league matches this season since 
signing for the Jangwani Street side 
from Dodoma Jiji FC.

Yanga is aiming to do well this sea-
son to clinch the title, which has elud-
ed the squad in recent years.

The team lifted this season’s Com-
munity Shield by beating Simba SC 
1-0 in Dar es Salaam with Congolese 
international Fiston Mayele, who is 
one of the new signings, netting the 
goal.

Female basketballers put their skills to show in the previous season’s national basketball tournament, known as the ‘CRDB Bank Taifa Cup’, which took 
place at Chinangali courts in Dodoma. PHOTO: COURTESY OF CRDB BANK PLC

with a 67-30 win and was now 
set to confront winners of 
the second semi-final game 
between Unguja Queens and 
Tanga Ladies who met yester-
day night.

Men’s semi-final matches 
began with Coast Region fac-
ing Arusha, eyeing qualifica-
tion for final.

The two last semis played 
yesterday night had Unguja 
Queens locking with Tanga 
ladies.

Men’s discipline last semis 
game saw the last edition‘s fi-
nalist, Dar es Salaam ‘ Dream 
Team’, took on hosts  Dodo-
ma, a fixture that was set to 
be pulsating.

The four sides which made 
it into the last four’s stage 

earned that chance after de-
feating their opponents in the 
quarterfinals played on Fri-
day evening, Dodoma cruised 
to 70-59 win over CRDB 
Youth. Arusha wallopped 
Tanga 102-80, Coast Region 
saw off Unguja 53-43, Dar es 
Salaam had an easy ride to 
the last four after getting a 
walkover against Kigoma.

In ladies’ discipline Arusha 
defeated Coast Region 52-34, 
Unguja notched a 53-43 win 
over CRDB Youth, Tanga La-
dies dismissed Mbeya Queen 
with 49-44 victory whereas 
the defending champions 
earned walkover over Dodo-
ma Ladies.

The men’s title was up for 
grabs given defending cham-

pions Mbeya had lost its title 
defense campaign battle in 
the qualifiers games for quar-
terfinals, going down 76-70 to 
Tanga.

Champions for both cat-
egories will walk away with 
5m/- apiece, runners-up will 
collect 3m/- apiece, the Most 
Valuable Player (MVP) will 
take home 500, 000/- apiece.

Apart from that the teams, 
which have made it to the 
semi-finals, Arusha Queens, 
Unguja, Tanga and Coast  Re-
gion in women’s discipline, 
Arusha, Dodoma, and Dar es 
Salaam in men’s discipline 
have got 500,000/- each for 
their success.

Four squads that qualified 
for Sunday finals will pick 

1m/- each, as well as cash for 
the most disciplined teams 
for both categories.

‘CRDB Bank Taifa Cup’ tour-
nament’s main sponsor CRDB 
Bank has also set aside 10m/- 
scholarship for sponsoring 
youths who will excel in the 
tournament to pursue further 
studies in various higher edu-
cation institutions.

CRDB Bank’s improved 
money prizes for this year’s 
edition is the outcome of the 
increase in the bank’s spon-
sorship package to 300m/- 
aiming at motivating youths 
to engage in sports through 
the bank’s   Corporate  Social 
Investment (CSI) policy as 
well as improving the tourna-
ment to the best.
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