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The war in Ukraine has exerted upward pressure on prices of energy and other commodities particularly edible oil, wheat grain and 
fertilisers. FILE PHOTO

BUSINESS Balance of payments surplus 
declines by 72 per cent in July

 By Guardian Reporter

The overall balance of 
payments slowed by 72 
percent to a surplus of 
$126.4 million during the 

year ending July, lower than a surplus 
of $459.4 million in the preceding 
period, due to higher payments 
abroad, Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has 
reported.

During the year ending July 2022, 
the current account had a deficit 
of  $3,876.8 million compared to 
a deficit of  $1,860.6 million in the 
corresponding period in 2021, largely 
due to high imports bill.

According to Monthly Economic 
Review for August, imports of goods 
and services amounted $14,422.3 
million in the year ending July 2022 
up from $10,009.9 million in the year 
ending July 2021. 

Much increase was recorded in 
the imports of intermediate goods 
particularly white petroleum 
products, iron and steel and plastic 
items.

Imports of refined white petroleum 
products surged to $2,656.8 million 
from $1,476.4 million, driven by both 
price and volume effects.

The war in Ukraine exerted 
upward pressure on prices of energy 
and other commodities particularly 
edible oil, wheat grain and fertilizers. 

However, there was a notable 
decline in price of these commodities 
since May 2022, BoT says. 

Services payments rose to $2,080.5 
million from $1,339.5 million in the 
year to July 2021, driven by higher 
freight payments.

On monthly basis, services 
payments amounted to $213.9 million, 
up from $135.8 million in July 2021.

The primary income account 
deficit widened to $1,282.4 million 
in the year ending July 2022, from 
a deficit of $1,242.6 million in the 
corresponding period, due to higher 
interest payments. 

In July 2022, the deficit was $104 
million, slightly above USD 98.6 

Domestic bank’s credit increases by 22.6 pct  

  PERTH 

Graphite developer Black Rock Min-
ing’s Tanzanian subsidiary Faru Graph-
ite Corporation has struck a conditional 
framework agreement with US-based 
cleantech graphite processing compa-
ny Urbix.

Under the terms of the agreement, 
the two companies would collaborate 
on establishing a new supply chain for 
the US and European battery industry, 
which could potentially allow Black 
Rock to bring forward construction 
of the second module at its Mahenge 
graphite project.

The second module could be built 
concurrently with the first module, 
with Urbix providing or facilitating sub-
stantial pre-payment or equity support 
for exclusive offtake of all of the natural 
graphite fines from the second module.

“Signing this agreement with Urbix 
is potentially transformational in the 
context that we are developing an addi-
tional US and European option for the 
processing of Black Rock’s graphite into 
battery applications,” said Black Rock 
CEO John de Vries.

 “Increased geographic diversity of 
our supply chain allows us to be closer 
to our customers without the need 
to directly develop, fund and qualify 
downstream processing facilities. De-
veloping an option to step away from 
the conventional hydrofluoric acid 

route allows a low carbon and low 
chemical footprint brand to be devel-
oped in a market that is increasingly 
environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) differentiated.

“Importantly, Urbix’s technology 
will deliver significant environmental 
and economic benefits deploying our 
ESG footprint across the whole battery 
anode supply chain, further differen-
tiating our offering from competing 
brands.”

De Vries said that the potential to 
concurrently execute Module 1 and 
Module 2 provided significant leverage 
to Black Rock through securing econo-
mies of scale early in the project’s life.

“Doubling the size of the initial pro-
ject also approximately doubles our 
debt capacity, and combined with a 
substantial prepayment and/or equity 
support through Urbix, is expected to 
mean a similar company equity fund-
ing requirement to building Module 1 
only.

“This agreement is complementary 
to our existing agreement with POSCO 
for Module 1 in that it supports access to 
funding directed at supply chain diver-
sity not previously available. Being in a 
position to supply increased volumes 
of large flake is particularly beneficial 
in securing market share with Mahenge 
branded production a market that is in-
creasingly short of large flake,” he said.

It is possible to up Mahenge 
production, says Black Rock

 By Guardian Reporter

Total domestic credit, which com-
prised of credit extended to the pri-
vate sector and central government 
by the banking system, grew at an an-
nual rate of 22.6 percent in July 2022, 
compared with 8.9 percent in July 
2021, Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has re-
ported.

In its Monthly Economic Review for 
August, BoT says private sector credit 
continued to register strong growth 
at 20.1 percent, compared with 19.4 
percent in the preceding month and 
significantly higher than 4.1 percent in 
July 2021. 

The increase in private sector credit 
growth continues to be backed by im-
proved business environment in the 
country, recovery of private sector 
activities from the effects of COVID-19, 
and supportive fiscal and monetary 
policy conditions.

“During the year ending July 2022, 
all major economic activities record-
ed positive growth of credit, save for 
hotels and restaurants. It is worth not-
ing that credit extended to agriculture 
sector recorded the highest growth 
for the second consecutive month,” 
BoT says. 

Other economic activities that regis-
tered strong growth of credit include 
mining and quarrying, manufacturing 
and personal business undertakings. 

“Personal undertakings continued 
to account for a lion share at 38.3 per-
cent of outstanding credit, followed 
by trade, manufacturing and agricul-
ture activities,” it says.

BoT review shows agriculture re-
corded the highest credit growth with 
37.8 percent in July this year from a 
contraction of 7.3 percent in July last 
year, although was lower than 42.1 
percent during the year ending June 
this year.

Mining and quarrying recorded the 
second highest growth after attaining 
25.7 percent from 8.7 percent respec-
tively, following with manufacturing 
which grew by 31.6 percent in July this 
year from a contraction of 4.9 percent 
in July last year.

The dominant personal loan grew 
by 27 percent from 18.7 percent re-
spectively, a slight decrease from the 
growth of 27.6 percent recorded dur-
ing the year ending June.  The share of 
personal loans has remained largest 
at 38.3 percent, a slight increase from 
38.2 percent in June.

Credits to trade also recorded 
highest growth during the period 

Jeremy Awori scoops top 
job with Ecobank Group 

 LOME

The recruitment process for the new 
chief executive of the Lomé-based pan-
African Ecobank group is coming to an 
end. 

The appointment of Kenyan Jeremy 
Awori, who will succeed Ade Ayeyemi, 
is just waiting for the validation of 
the regulator, as revealed by Africa 
Business.

Awori has already tendered his 
resignation to its current employer, 
Absa Bank Kenya.

In a statement at the end of last week 
Absa’s Board of directors said Jeremy 
will be leaving the bank on October 31. 
He has served under the CEO position 
for almost 10 years, since June 2013.

The Board said in a statement that 
has already initiated the process of 
identifying a successor.

“Jeremy has been instrumental 
in driving significant growth and 
transformation of our business over the 
past decade and under his outstanding 
leadership, Absa Bank Kenya PLC has 
evolved into a modern-day business,” 
Charles Muchene, chairman of the 
Board said.

Before joining Absa, Jeremy was the 
CEO of Standard Chartered Tanzania 
from 2008 until 2013.

His name has been circulating 
in West African financial circles for 
several days. Kenyan Jeremy Awori is 
set to succeed Ade Ayeyemi as head of 
Ecobank Transnational Incorporated 
(ETI) – Africa Business+ was able to 
confirm the news on 8 September.

After a recruitment process 

conducted by the international firm 
Egon Zehnder, the choice of the 
board of Ecobank, which must still 
be validated by the regulator, is the 
51-year-old Kenyan Jeremy Awori. 
Contacted, the Lomé-based bank did 
not wish to comment.

Recruited in 2015, the Nigerian Ade 
Ayeyemi will leave his position at the 
end of this year. Awori will succeed 
him at the start of 2023. Formerly of 
Citigroup, Ade Ayeyemi has worked 
for the past eight years to turn around 
the pan-African group present in 33 
countries on the continent.

He took up his post in a context still 
marked by emblematic Arnold Ekpe, in 
2012, and by the difficult governance 
crisis that led to the abrupt departure 
of Ekpe’s successor, Thierry Tanoh.

Ayeyemi, a specialist in corporate 
banking, inherited a group whose 
net profit had fallen by 73% in 2015 
and which had suffered a net loss the 
following year (205 million dollars). 

As he hands over the reins, Ayeyemi 
will point to the fact that the institution 
has posted a net profit of $262m for the 
2021 financial year (of which $40m was 
distributed as a dividend).

While many analysts thought that his 
successor would be chosen internally, 
to ensure some continuity and 
capitalise on the newfound stability, 
the choice of Awori came as a surprise. 

Until now the managing director of 
Absa Bank Kenya (formerly Barclays 
Africa Group), a position from which 
he officially resigned on 8 September, 
Awori will have to definitively turn the 

reviewed at 15.2 percent in July this 
year from 5.4 percent in July last year, 
although slowed from a growth of 25 
percent during the year ending in June, 
2022.

The review shows credits to building 
and construction grew by 10 percent in 
July this year from a contraction of 8.6 
percent in July last year while credits 
to transport and communication grew 
by 5.8 percent from a contraction of 4.2 
percent respectively.

The review show, credits to hotels 
and restaurants continues to slowdown 
as the review show they contracted by 
6.1 percent during the year ending July 

this year from a growth of 9.2 percent in 
July last year.

BoT say the strong growth of credit 
was also attributed to additional mon-
etary policy measures that were rolled 
out by the Bank in July 2021 to support 
credit growth to agriculture activities.

Interest rates charged on loans by 
banks remained almost unchanged in 
July 2022, with overall lending rate av-
eraging 16.18 percent, compared with 
16.22 percent registered in the previous 
month and 16.57 percent in July 2021. 

Lending rate charged on prime cus-
tomers (negotiated lending rate) av-
eraged 14.23 percent compared with 

14.25 percent recorded in the previous 
month and 13.83 percent recorded in 
July 2021.

Likewise, deposits interest rates re-
mained virtually unchanged in July 
2022, with overall deposit rates aver-
aging at 7.56 percent, compared with 
7.35 percent recorded in the preceding 
month. 

However, the rate was slightly higher 
than 6.80 percent recorded in the cor-
responding period in 2021 (Table 2.3). 

Negotiated deposit rate averaged 9.78 
percent in July 2022, compared with 
9.43 percent in June 2022 and 9.17 per-
cent in July 2021.

million recorded in July 2021.
The review says the stock 

of foreign reserves was 
$5,378.1 million in July 2022 
sufficient to cover about 4.9 
months of projected imports 
of goods and services.

Meanwhile, exports 
of goods and services 
amounted to $11,226.5 
million during the year 
ending July 2022 from $8,927 
million in the corresponding 
period of 2021, driven by 
non-traditional exports and 
services receipts. 

Export of goods increased 
by 10 percent to $7,083 

million from $6,438.9 
million, with non-traditional 
exports rising by 9 percent. 

The increase was mainly 
in the exports of iron and 
steel, textiles, horticultural 
products, fish and fish 
products and maize. 

Earnings from gold which 
accounted for 38.3 percent of 
goods exports were $2,710.8 
million, lower than $2,990.5 
million in the corresponding 
period.

Exports of traditional 
goods amounted to USD 
750.6 million up from $593.7 
million. 

Exports of all traditional 
crops increased except for 
tea and cashew nuts. 

The increase is largely 
associated with higher prices 
in the world markets. 

On a monthly basis, 
traditional exports increased 
to $36.2 million from $23.4 
million in July 2021, while 
non-traditional exports were 
$546.6 million in July 2022, 
slightly lower compared to 
$570.7 million in July 2021.

Services receipts 
amounted to $4,143.5 million 
in the year ending July 2022 
almost double compared 

with $2,488.1 million in the 
corresponding period of 
2021, boosted by travel and 
transport receipts. 

Travel receipts edged up to 
$1,968.5 million from $929.5 
million, consistent with the 
rise in tourist arrivals by 72.4 
percent to 1,208,559. 

The high travel receipts 
signal the recovery of the 
tourism sector though still 
threatened by the war in 
Ukraine. 

On a monthly basis, 
services receipts were $487.5 
million, higher than $263.7 
million in July 2021.

Credit extended to agriculture recorded the highest growth for the second consecutive month. FILE PHOTO
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National Pg 11
DC: Don’t sabotage nickel project

 National Pg 3
Tanzania 3rd in exporting leguminous crops 

n	Graces Catholic women Jubilee bonanza

National Pg 4
Women food vendors in business success

President Samia Suluhu Hassan has a feel of an assortment of food items displayed yesterday at the pavilions of various Catholic Church dioceses at an exhibi-
tion held as part of the run-up to the commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the organisation of Catholic women in Tanzania (WAWATA) – a member of the 
World Union of Catholic Women Organisations. The latter is primarily meant to promote the presence, participation and co-responsibility of Catholic women in 
society and the Church in order to enable them to fulfil their mission of evangelisation and to work for human development. Photo: State House

Boundaries 
of five forest
reserves put 
under review
 By Guardian Reporter

THE government is set to re-
view the status of forest re-
serves recently elevated, listed 
as Luganzo-Tongwe, Igombe, 
Wembere, Inyonga and Ugalla.
Mary Masanja, the Natural 
Resources and Tourism deputy 
minister, made this affirmation 
at the Mpanda municipal con-
ference hall during the week-
end, asserting that the move 
is meant to solve challenges 
regarding boundaries, as some 
village areas were incorporated 
in the mapped out reserve 
areas. 
The review is expected to 
further boost conservation of 
natural resources, as biodiver-
sity is being lost with relentless 
expansion of farming in the 
vicinity.
The new boundaries for Igombe 
Forest Reserve had brought 
about complaints from the vil-
lagers as they swallowed up vil-
lage areas used for cultivation 
and building houses, she said.
Luganzo Tongwe Forest Reserve 
boundaries have incorporated 
auxiliary areas including for-
est reserves of Mpanda Line, 
Tongwe West and Masito, along 
with Mishamo refugee camp 
area, she explained.
The government has decided to 
remove the Ugalla River area 
from Ugalla Forest Reserve, thus 
remaining under the Sikonge 
District Council authorities, she 
stated.
The ministry will send a team 
of experts to prepare a map 
for Wembere Forest Reserve 
extending to Wembere marsh-
lands straddling a shared area 
between Igunga, Uyui, Sikonge 
and Manyoni districts in Tabora 
and Singida regions.
After the map is redrawn, 
people need to respect areas 
designated for conservation, 
becoming key stakeholders in 
conserving forests, helping to 
protect water sources, she said.
For his part, Mpanda Rural MP 
Selemani Kakoso was pleased 
by the government’s decision, 
hailing the ministry for efforts 
to provide feedback to the 
people.
The ministerial team that han-
dles acute land conflicts needs 
to visit Katavi Region as there 
are villages located in areas 
for which the government has 
made other decisions, he added.

Relocations likely due to 
wildlife corridors report

Samia rules out grain shortages

Turn to page2

 By Getrude Mbago

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Has-
san yesterday allayed fears 
of food insecurity, saying the 

country has over 150,000 tonnes of 
grains, three times the stock held in the 
past two years.

Officiating at the Catholic Women Or-
ganisation of Tanzania jubilee bonanza 
held at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam, she assured the gather-
ing and the wider public that the coun-
try has enough food reserves despite 
low harvests in past seasons.

The past harvest enabled the adding 
of 50,000 tonnes of grain in the national 
storage facility, tripled the earlier stock, 
a stockpile that suffices food needs if a 
deficit occurs, she said.

She pointed at efforts to provide in-
centives to farmers especially regarding 
fertilizers and seeds to facilitate wider 
cultivation and good yields.

Similarly, she hinted that the incom-
ing session of the legislature is expected 
to hear a bill for universal health cover-
age (UHC), where measures for compul-
sory contributions will be leveraged.

The country needs to be assured of 
quality and affordable services, where 
low income earners will obtain health 
insurance cards to ease access to health 
services, She said.

  She appealed to women to take 

up their care and moulding role, and 
strengthen their efforts to fight the de-
terioration of youth moral values with 
proper care of their children.

adhere to prioritization of wildlife 
passage in the designated areas with-
out undue obstacles, he said.

 Citing an example, he said that cor-
ridors that follow river sources can’t 
be closed as that would cause floods, 
explaining that reopening corridors 
followed closure of corridors used by 
animals, and thus the frequency of

 By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE government has reviewed the 
status of wildlife corridors, with some 
set for restoration and less important 
ones to be closed.

Wildlife Department director Dr 
Maurus Msuha said at the weekend 
that the report on wildlife corridors 
is being finalized by a taskforce and 
set for release next Saturday in the 
capital, at a meeting involving various 

conservation stakeholders.
He made the remarks to journal-

ists on the sidelines of a meeting of 
conservation and tourism sector of-
ficials, where the basic decisions were 
reached on the corridors.

He said there are wildlife corridors 
that have been closed and cannot be 
reopened, those needing to be saved, 
functioning corridors used for wild-
life migration.

The briefing was part of pursuits of 

the Journalists Environmental Associ-
ation of Tanzania ( JET) project, “Let’s 
Preserve of Natural Resources,” spon-
sored by the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID).

Due to the importance of the corri-
dors, he department is working with 
other stakeholders on the issue, he 
said, urging people to be ready for 
changes geared at better utilisation of 
land. 

Other economic activities should Turn to page2

To rescue this 
situation, parents, 
religious leaders 
and the society 
have a role to 
control children 
and youth from 
falling into the trap 
of misusing digital 
space

Mwinyi wants specialists
in newer district hospitals
 By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar 

AS the Zanzibar government 
finalises the construction of 
district hospitals in both Unguja 
and Pemba islands plus a refer-
ral hospital, President Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi says the Isles must 
have a specialist doctor in each 
of the hospitals.
Bidding farewell to 21 doctors 
from China after a year-long 
tour of duty in the Isles, he 
called on the Chinese govern-
ment to assist in staffing the 
centres with specialists
When completed, the hospitals 

NMB Bank Plc CEO Ruth Zaipuna (2nd-R) pictured in Mbeya yesterday presenting to Association of Local Authorities 
of Tanzania (ALAT) deputy chairman Sima Constantine Sima a dummy cheque for 120m/- in support of the associa-
tion’s four-day annual general meeting which Vice President Dr Philip Mpango is expected to open in the southern 
highlands zone city today. Looking on are the bank’s chief of retail banking, Filbert Mponzi (R ), and ALAT secretary 
general Elirehema Kaaya. Photo: Guardian Correspondent Turn to page2

will have adequate equipment 
in all essential departments to 
improve service delivery, hence 
the next team of doctors from 
China will work in a better en-
vironment, he said, saluting the 
departing Chinese doctors for 
the good job they did in medical 
service delivery.
He was satisfied with their ef-
forts in passing their skills to lo-
cal medical practitioners includ-
ing nurses and other assisting 
staff, with Health minister
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Families and the wider society need to strengthen 
the protection of children and promotion of their 
rights, including fighting violence on children and 
women, she stated, pointing at moral decay among 
the youth as one of the biggest challenges that need 
collective efforts to address.

Women are the first line caregivers in a family and 
this requires that whenever she opens her mouth 
there is wisdom that facilitates the proper growth of 
the children, she said.

The rapid development of digital technologies 
pulls large numbers of youths towards a negative 
direction as the majority of them misuse those com-
munication channels, she said.

 “To rescue this situation, parents, religious lead-
ers and the society have a role to control children 
and youth from falling into the trap of misusing digi-
tal space,” she said.

 Women have a burden to be close to their chil-
dren and work to ensure that they grow up to be 
good people embraced by everyone in the society, 
she said.

 “Women with support from their husbands need 
to be the child’s idols, best friends and motivators 
who can implant moral principles in children. This 
produces a first-class society with successful ado-
lescents,” the president asserted, urging religious 
leaders to continue spending their time speaking to 
men to focus on appreciating their spouses instead 
of mental and physical pain, to lay the basis for a 
good society.

She was fulsome in assuring the Tanzania Catho-
lic Women organisation of government support 
towards the setting up a microfinance entity, un-
derlining her appreciation for their environmental 
conservation priority concern.

This is a vital matter in uplifting the society, 
she stated, praising the organisation for planting 
530,416 trees when readying for the Jubilee, rolling 
off earlier in July.

Archbishop Gervas Nyaisonga, president of the 
Tanzania Episcopal Conference (TEC) said the 
Catholic women organisation plays a key role in 
community development spiritually, socially and 
economically.

The archbishop, who heads the Mbeya archdio-
cese, hailed the president for showing a spirit of ser-
vice to the people without discrimination.

Women are sensitized to become catalysts for 
change through living their faith and engaging in 
various development initiatives, which the organi-
sation was devoted to putting into practice, he said.

Archbishop Jude Thaddaeus Ruwa’ichi, head of 
the city archdiocese, expressed gratitude to the 
president for accepting to grace the jubilee climax, 
to join women and the church in general in the wa-
tershed celebration.

Samia rules out 
grain shortages

Egypt’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Mohamed Gaber Abulwafa (R), has a word in Dar es Salaam late last week with Daudi Msasi (L), who doubles as the Health ministry’s Director of Pharmaceutical 
Services and the Government Chief Pharmacist, and Medical Store Department (MSD) CEO Mavere Tukai (2nd-L) shortly after  presenting medical equipment and supplies to MSD. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

human-wildlife conflicts. “The only so-
lution is to find how the animals should 
pass,” he emphasized.

Such areas will be properly designated 
and local people must comprehend the 
justification of this procedure, he said, 
stipulating that the minister will place a 
notice in the official gazette on the mat-
ter as an issue of better land use plan-
ning.

The process of mapping out the corri-
dors has begun, those still passable and 
thus being preserved, with the sched-
uled report putting in place a task plan 
for protecting them, he said.

Wildlife corridors are not government 
property when lying outside conserved 
areas but with population increase and 
attendant human activities, their con-
servation status needs to be clarified, 
explained.

He pointed at the controversial 
Kwakuchinja Corridor in Babati district, 
that if it is closed, “it will be the end of 
Tarangire and Lake Manyara national 
parks because it is the link between 
them.” In the past it was altogether pass-
able but now there are three narrow 
routes for wildlife, he elaborated.

Conflicts pitting humans and wildlife 
began just recently due to increase in 
the human population and widening of 
activities, while the land area remains 
the same.

The preservation of wildlife corridors 
project involves local governments as 
well as the land and livestock sectors, 
with the departments extensively coop-
erating with the department in the pro-
ject, he added.

Relocations likely 
following wildlife 
corridors report

FROM PAGE 1

Ahmed Nassor Mazrui extolling the 
decades-long friendship between 
China and Tanzania.
Since 1964 China has usually brought 
in a new team of doctors to Zanzibar, 
he said, underlining the good work 
done by the departing doctors. The 
doctors did not only work in big hos-

pitals, but assisted in health centres in 
fairly remote rural areas, he stated.
On their part, the Chinese doctors said 
the procedure for China to send in 
doctors to Zanzibar began in 1964 to 
assist in medical services delivery in 
the Isles and as a way to develop ties 
between China and Zanzibar.
Elsewhere, Second Vice President 

Hemed Suleiman Abdullah urged the 
Ministry of Education to review the 
criteria for picking headmasters for 
schools, to take account of qualifica-
tions stipulated in regulations, to stem 
the time of disrespecting the Isles 
education sector.
 Some school headmasters lack the 
relevant qualifications and thus they 

need to be replaced, he said at a 
meeting with headmasters of second-
ary, primary and elementary schools 
in Zanzibar South Region.
The government has decided to accord 
priority to the education sector for it 
to ensure quality output, so the minis-
try must properly supervise headmas-
ters to uplift the sector, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Mwinyi wants specialists in newer district hospitals

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa and Japan’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Yasushi Misawa, in cheerful mood 
during the inauguration of Margaret Sitta Secondary School in Urambo District, Tabora Region, at the weekend. 
The girls’ boarding school is being stashed as a project jointly funded by the Tanzanian government and Japan 
Tobacco International (JTI) Leaf Services. Looking on is Urambo legislator Margaret Sitta. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

 By Correspondent Friday Sim-
baya, Iringa

A TOTAL of 202,197 chil-
dren under the age of five 
in Iringa Region are set to 
be reached and vaccinated 
against polio in the house-
to house campaign which 
commenced on September 
8 to 11, this year.

This is part of the na-
tional campaign that targets 
more than 12 million under-
five children who will be 
reached with the vaccina-
tion in the country.

Speaking to journalists in 
her office, Iringa Regional 
Commissioner Halima 
Dendego said the third 
phase of the polio vaccina-
tion campaign for children 
under the age of five will re-
cord achievement

She said that the aim of 
the campaign is to increase 
the immunity of THE chil-
dren and thus prevent the 
spread of the polio virus 
which was recently reported 
in the neighboring Malawi.

Dendego explained 
that the government is 
implementing the exercise 
in collaboration with various 
stakeholders including 
citizens, parents, guardians, 
various governmental 
and non-governmental 
organizations, religious 
sectors, famous people, and 
local government leaders 
to ensure that there is 
effectiveness in the exercise 
and to reach all the intended 
beneficiaries.

She urged parents and 
caregivers to ensure that 
they prepare their children 
for the immunization so as 
to protect them from the 
disease.

She said the government 
continues to take appropri-
ate measures to deal with 
the disease by strengthen-
ing the monitoring of all 
patients suspected to have 
symptoms of polio in the 
country through all health-
care centers and at the com-
munity level.

“It should be noted that 

the vaccine given in this 
exercise is the same that is 
given at health care centres 
and therefore, this vaccine is 
safe and given free of charge 
by skilled medical person-
nel,” she added.

The Ministry of Health-
Immunization and Vac-
cine Development (IVD) 
Programme is meant to 
strengthen the delivery of 
Tanzania’s routine immu-
nization services and to in-
troduce new life-saving vac-
cines.

According to the Ir-
inga Regional Medical Of-
ficer (RMO), Dr Mohamed 
Mang’una said that our re-
gional vaccination rate is 
at 97 percent which means 
routine vaccination and the 
percentage is the average 
of all the district councils in 
the region.

He said that the disease af-
fects people of all ages and 
has no cure and the main 
way to prevent it is to give 
polio vaccination to chil-
dren under five years old.

Iringa Region to vaccinate children 
aged under five years against polio

FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

WATER Minister Jumaa Aweso has called upon 
Tanga Urban Water and sanitation Authority 
(TAUWASA) to increase the pace of water 
distribution due to population increase of people 
in the city’s peripheries.

The minister made the call at the weekend at a 
short event to bid farewell the Authority’s Board 

of Directors that completed its tenure and to 
welcome the new Board.

Aweso also called TAUWASA officials to make 
sure they listen to people’s complaints,

“When we talk about TAUWASA, we mean an 
institution that serves the people, hence you 
must listen to their grievances, including the 
ones regarding inflated water bills,” he said.

He also called on workers of the Authority 

to stop the habit of giving excuses in regard 
to complaints over water connection delays, 
sometimes up to three months’ delays, and 
directed that water connection should be done 
within seven days, and not three months.

“Also, why is it that consumers report on pipe 
leakages due to burst water pipes, but no one 
takes any steps until they refer the matter to 
higher authorities?” he queried.

He also disclosed that Tanga Regions has 62 
strategic water projects; hence he called on the 
Regional Commissioner, Omary Mgumba to 
make sure the projects are well implemented by 
monitoring the contractors who were awarded 
the tenders.  “Water engineers should supervise 
these projects, do not wait until a DC or RC goes 
to inspect when you accompany them, make sure 
you perform your duties accordingly,” he added.

 Govt calls on TAUWASA to speed up water distribution in Tanga city



Monday 12   September  2022                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 3

national  news

Ramada Resort by Wyndham Hotel staff led by security manager Fabiano Matawa (R) carry an “accident victim” during a disaster preparedness operation at the Dar es Salaam hotel’s 
premises at the weekend. Photo: John Badi

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame

TANZANIA is investing billions towards the construction 
of ocean walls barricading the country’s coastline against 
rising sea levels.

The concrete buffer-zones along the coastlines are 
among the country’s resilience creating efforts to offset 
some effects of climate change, including the rising sea 
water levels.

The National Focal Point Officer for Climate Change, Dr 
Freddy Manyika, reveals that the government is building 
a wall around the historical Mikindani district, in Mtwara 
Region.

The sea walling project which takes 4.5 billion/- is 
among the steps taken to safeguard coastlines and seaside 
settlements against being swallowed up by the increasing 
ocean waters.

“The funds also include the construction of yet another 
sea wall in Sipwese section of Pemba Island,” says Dr Man-
yika who also happens to be the country’s Principal Forest 
Officer, Environment Division in the Vice President’s Office 
at Dodoma.

Another barricading wall is being erected along the 
Ocean Road section in Dar-es-salaam City as well as in the 
Pangani area of Tanga Region; these other projects are be-
ing executed with inputs from the Climate Fund.

“In Pangani we are building a sea wall measuring 950 
meters at the cost of 1.5 billion/-” said the Focal Point Of-
ficer, adding that erecting ocean buffer walls is a very dif-
ficult and expensive undertaking so far.

The officer was speaking to scribes members of the Jour-
nalists’ Environmental Association of Tanzania ( JET).

The journalists paid a visit to his office in their environ-
ment programs funded by the special environmental cov-
erage initiative funded by the United States Agency for In-
ternational Development (USAID) through the ‘Tuhifadhi 
Maliasili,’ Project.

Tanzania walls up its coastline against rising sea levels

By Getrude Mbago

MEDIA practitioners and 
stakeholders have called on the 
government to take immediate 
action to review and amend vari-
ous laws governing the industry 
as their presence continues to 
weaken and affect provision and 
access to information.

The laws include The Media 
Services Act of 2016, The Ac-
cess to Information Act, 2016, 
The Electronics and Postal Com-
munications Act (Social Media 
Content Regulations), The Penal 
Code, Cap 16, 2019 and The Cy-

bercrimes Act of 2015 and Zan-
zibar Broadcasting Commission 
Act, 1997.

In two reports launched by 
the Media Institute of Southern 
Africa (MISA)-Tanzania Chap-
ter in Dar es Salaam during the 
weekend, highlight several gaps 
found in the named laws empha-
sizing for immediate review so as 
to facilitate growth of the media 
industry.

Presenting findings in the re-
port dubbed; “Tanzania Media 
Trends Analysis Report for 2015-
2020, Edwin Soko, one of the 
consultants of the report called 

on President Samia to intervene 
and put emphasis for the review 
of the laws.

He said the government had 
earlier shown interest to review 
the laws but has for several 
months now remained mum 
while the media industry contin-
ues to suffer.

Soko said the report has high-
lighted several sections that 
need to be reviewed and amend-
ed as they affect stakeholders, 
adversely affect journalists and 
media outlets seeking to dis-
charge their responsibilities.

“With these findings, we are 

appealing for the government 
under President Samia to take 
immediate action to start review-
ing the clauses of the laws that 
are seen affecting operations of 
media outlets and journalists be-
cause we are all building a better 
Tanzania,”  he said.

Bob Karashan, consultant 
of a report dubbed; “Tanzania 
Media Trends Analysis Report, 
2021” said despite positive policy 
measures taken by President Sa-
mia to bring more space from 
media practitioners to do their 
work professionally, the restric-
tive media laws and regulations 

set up since 2015 remain un-
changed.

“The media industry needs 
comprehensive media reforms 
to enable it to grow and contrib-
ute well in the development of 
the country. The laws include 
both in Zanzibar and mainland,” 
he said.

MISA-Tanzania vice chairman 
James Malenga said cited some 
of the items which stakehold-
ers want to see reviewed or 
amended in the laws as includ-
ing the powers of the Office of 
the Director of Information and 
the responsible minister to shut 

down media outlets considered 
or suspected to have erred, with-
out such issue or error being 
presented before any tribunal or 
court of law.

He said the two media trends 
studies have been conducted un-
der special the International Me-
dia Support (IMS) programme 
that aimed at improving the ca-
pacity and working environment 
of civil society organisations and 
the media sector in Tanzania 
Mainland and Zanzibar.

“The project which is set to 
be completed later this month, 
has benefited over 600 media 

stakeholders including editors 
and journalists through various 
awareness seminars on media 
policies, freedom of expression 
and access to information but 
also advocacy on legal reforms,” 
he said.

The project also reached on-
line media content producers 
with training on Code of Con-
duct as well as capacity building 
training to journalists on their 
safety and security.

He hailed the European Union 
(EU) and the embassy of Switzer-
land in Tanzania for supporting 
IMS to execute the programme.

Take immediate action to review media industry legislation

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

 TANZANIA has attained third posi-
tion in African countries for the pro-
duction of leguminous crops after it 
exported 455,304 tonnes in 2021 earn-
ing the country millions in foreign cur-
rency.

Out of the crop pigeon peas contrib-
uted 46 per cent of the total exports 
during the period.

This was closed here at the weekend 
by Senior Researcher on leguminous 
crops from the Ilonga Centre of Tan-
zania Agricultural Research Institute 
(TARI-Ilonga) in Morogoro Region; Me-
shack Makenge at a task meeting that 
brought together various stakeholders 
of the crops.

The meeting was tasked to evaluate 
strategies for the Accelerated Varietal 
Improvement and Seed delivery of 
Legumes and Cereals in Africa (AVISA) 

managed by TARI-Ilonga.
Makenge said in addition to Tanza-

nia exporting leguminous crops, still 
their demand in foreign countries is 
huge averaging one million tonnes per 
year, hence, he added, through AVISA 
project, they have in place strategies 
to increase the production of quality 
seeds.

Now, the domestic market for the 
crops has opened up as there are suf-
ficient processing factories, one of 
which is right here in Morogoro, but 
they are in great demand in India, 
hence through AVISA we target to pro-
duce quality seeds to be provided to 
farmers,” he Added.

For his part, AVISA Project Coordi-
nator, Emmanuel Mwenda said the 
implementation of the project began 
in 2019 in seven countries including 
Tanzania targeting beans, pigeon peas, 
grams, finger millet, sorghum and 

groundnuts.
  He said pigeon peas and grams 

were added to the project during the 
2021/22 season due to their doing well 
in the market, even though they bring 
little benefits due to low production by 
farmers, most of whom use low yield-
ing traditional seeds.

For his part, Acting TARI-Ilonga Di-
rector, DR Emmanuel Chilagane said 
leguminous crops are of great benefits 
including as human nutrition, animal 
fodder, industrial raw materials and 
for enriching fertility of the soil.

Closing the meeting, the Director of 
Research and Innovation from TARI 
head office, Dr Joseph Ndunguru said 
the project supports President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan’s efforts in her Agenda 
10/30 in regard to developing the farm-
ing sector through modern farming 
practices and use of technology.

Tanzania now third in Africa 
exporting leguminous crops

By Getrude Mbago

OWNERS of big buildings, hotels and malls have been urged 
to invest in equipping their workers with basic firefighting and 
rescue skills so as to enable them to be able to overcome fire 
events during emergencies.

This was said by the head of security at Ramada Resort by 
Wyndham, Fabiano Matawa during the special fire prepared-
ness exercise at the hotel in Dar es Salaam during the weekend.

He said as fire incidents have been mounting every day, 
claiming properties and people’s lives, stakeholders including 
owners of big buildings should not rest in taking precautionary 
measures. Matawa hailed the Fire and Rescue Force for its ef-
forts in providing support but urged for it to continue investing 
much of its efforts in providing awareness to the general public 
on how to prevent and overcome fire incidents in efforts to re-
duce the number of fire accidents.

“Most of us do not have knowledge on how to overcome fire; 
we are not aware of the techniques to use in case fire happens 
even in our homes and anywhere.

He also called on Tanzanians to ensure that their buildings 
consider both safety and security stressing that putting on se-
cret exit points in their houses was vital.

Mashaka Pesa from SGA Security said when they were at the 
office, they received an emergency call from the hotel request-
ing for support due to a fire accident and reached immediately.

“We came here knowing that the hotel was in a fire accident 

Owners of big buildings urged to arm their workers ready for fires
but after arriving we saw 
something different, there 
was no fire and the man-
agement informed us that 
it was a special exercise to 
prepare its staff and guests 
to be able to overcome fire 
during emergencies,” he 
said.

He said in a push to en-
sure that every one was 
reached with right infor-
mation and education on 
fire fighting and preven-
tion, the government as 
well as private security and 
rescue organizations have 
to continue to provide 
training to people.

Robert Anthony, sanita-
tion and environment at 
Ramada Resort by Wynd-
ham said they have been 
conducting the exercise 
two times per year as 
part of the hotel’s plans 
to strengthen security as 

well as rescue preparedness 
for its staff and guests during 
disasters. The Controller and 
Auditor General (CAG) Report 
of the 2016/17 highlighted that 
the majority of public buildings 
were not safe due to lack of es-
sential equipment to overcome 
fire incidents.
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Dar es Salaam regional education officer Abdul Maulid (R) presents a Primary School (Standard Seven) leaving certificate to student Fatma Mohamed (C) of Dar es Salaam’s St Anne Marie 
Academy at graduation ceremony held at the school at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE government has directed all private 
schools to stop denying students to do their 
national final examinations on the basis that 
they haven’t completed their school fees.

This was said over the weekend by the Dar 
es Salaam Regional Education Officer Alhaj 
Abdul Maulid, during the St Anne Marie Acad-
emy 19th graduation ceremony.

He also wanted schools that have been elim-
inating students from sitting for final national 
examinations for failing to meet their school’s 

standards, to stop it immediately.
He said the government will never enter-

tain such behavior that frustrates parents and 
guardians when their children are eliminated 
from conducting national schools for failure 
to meet their standards.

“You may find that a child starts standard 
one to standard seven or form one up to form 
four at the same school but when national ex-
aminations arrive some private schools put 
their own standards to eliminate some stu-
dents to do the final examinations. This is not 
acceptable and we are going to deal with such 

kind of schools,” said Maulid
Alhaj Maulid mentioned another problem 

whereby some students are prohibited to do 
their final examinations with the criteria that 
they have not completed school fees payment.

“Make sure the children study and conduct 
examinations smoothly without being both-
ered, payment of school fees is a contract 
between school and parent, so deal with the 
parents and not children, this is unacceptable. 
There are no laws or policies that allow you to 
do this and a student is not allowed to repeat 
class unless he/she is sick and not otherwise,” 

he insisted.
He urged private schools and parents to sit 

together and address the school fees issues 
amicably before the examinations time so as 
to avoid any act which may cause stress to the 
students.

Maulid however commended St Anne Marie 
Academy schools for investing in providing 
quality education and thus performing well in 
district, regional and national examinations.

“All this success doesn’t come as miracles 
but it is because of the diligence of the teach-
ers and supporting staff and you are lucky 

to have a very brilliant head master who 
has been the cornerstone of all this school’s 
achievements. There are many schools in this 
city but I have chosen come here because of 
your good records,” said Maulid

Meanwhile, Alhaj Maulid told parents and 
guardians to make sure they conduct close fol-
low up of their children so as to protect them 
from abuse.

He further urged private schools to employ 
qualified and competent matrons to take care 
of students and thus ensure suitable security 
to the children.

Stop denying student to do final exams, private schools told

By Guardian Reporter

THE Government has directed that all 
infrastructure construction activities for 
human residences should abide by environ-
mental considerations.

The directive was given at the weekend 
by the Minister in the Vice President’s Office 
(Union and Environment) Selemani Jafo dur-
ing his official visit in Kigoma Region to in-
spect environment activities in Mt Mlole area 
in Kigoma-Ujiji Municipality.

Dr Jafo said there building permits should 
incorporate the need for harvesting rain wa-
ter as well tree planting in residential areas in 
order to prevent soil erosion during rains.

“In the main, municipal officials should en-
sure they explain to the people given these 
areas on the procedure to develop them by 
building infrastructures that abide by envi-
ronmental considerations,” he added.

Dr Jafo further said the Government, 
through its ports and environment experts 
has satisfied itself in regard to the absence of 
environmental effects at Kigoma Port, hence 
he sanctioned the development of human 
settlements in the area.

The step follows the reinforcing of 
Rubengela River banks that used to cause 
soil erosion during rains and bring in mud 
and sand to Kigoma Port area.

Dr Jafo called on the environmental ex-
perts to continue educating the communities 
to abide by the country’s laws to avoid chal-
lenges they can face in their areas.

The prohibition order to develop human 
residences in the area was issued by Kigoma 
ports authorities in 2009 that called on the 
residents to suspend all residence building 
activities as well as other human activities.

The stop order was issued in order to wait 
for research findings, but later the govern-
ment came up with a solution to strengthen 
the banks of the Rubengela River that helped 
to reduce soil erosion.

Jafo: Construction of residences should 
observe environmental considerations

360 women food vendors take path to business success
By Guardian Reporter

A total of 360 women food vendors 
have been equipped to take their right-
ful place as equals in the economy 
through a partnership between Coca-
Cola Beverages Africa (CCBA) in Tanza-
nia and the Institute of Social Work.

The women received business and 
entrepreneurship training, focusing 
on bookkeeping and capital growth, as 
part of CCBA in Tanzania’s Mwanamke 
Shujaa campaign, (which means “A 

Brave Woman”).
CCBA presented 120 customer 

benches to the vendors to make their 
outlets more welcoming, as well as 15kg 
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG), gas 
stoves, aprons and t-shirts to support 
their businesses.

Minister for Community Develop-
ment, Dr Dorothy Gwajima, attended 
the official handover function at the In-
stitute of Social Work, accompanied by 
CCBA in Tanzania Managing Director, 
Unguu Sulay.

In March this year, on International 
Women’s Day, CCBA in Tanzania com-
mitted to empowering 1 000 women 
this year through education, employ-
ability, and entrepreneurship pro-
grammes as part of its Mwanamke Shu-
jaa campaign. 

This weekend’s activity was an op-
portunity to contribute to that commit-
ment.

“Because women and youth are inte-
gral to Africa’s shared success, we seek 
to empower them by enabling their 

economic inclusion throughout our 
markets on the continent,” said Sulay.

Sulay said that CCBA has adopted the 
three pillars of education, employability 
and entrepreneurship as a framework 
for its economic inclusion strategy.

“We define economic inclusion as the 
opening of gainful economic opportu-
nities by providing access to markets 
and other economic activities leverag-
ing the business and the entire indus-
try,” he remarked.

He adde that the company’s aim is 

to boost income, provide decent earn-
ing potential and improve skills and 
business knowledge for women, giving 
them greater access to income oppor-
tunities.

“We have a particular focus on cur-
rent or potential entrepreneurs with 
the possibility to link to the Coca-Cola 
value chain today or in the future,” Su-
lay said.

Sulay said CCBA remain focused on 
ensuring that women run successful 
enterprises, increasing their participa-

tion in the formal economy through 
education and initiating programmes 
to prepare them for the world of work, 
in partnership with like-minded stake-
holders.

“When we grow our business the 
right way, not just the easy way, we 
help create inclusive growth oppor-
tunities for our communities, women 
and youth, our customers, our employ-
ees and our shareholders, for a better 
shared future,” said Sulay.

By Guardian Reporter

PERMANENT Secretary in the Ministry of Informa-
tion Communication Technology, Dr Jim Yonaz yester-
day inspected a landing site of a submarine broadband 
communications cable that will be managed in Dar es 
Salaam.

Dr Yonaz who was accompanied by his ministry’s ICT 
experts said the submarine cable is an important invest-
ment to improve internet communication in the coun-
try.

The Airtel Africa broadband cable will also lower 
communication costs, the PS noted. The ultra-modern 
submarine cable is an important infrastructure that con-
nects the African continent to Europe.

Airtel Tanzania CEO, Dinesh Balsingh told the PS that 
the cable with speed of 180 terabytes is one of the larg-
est in the world and will make internet connection both 
cheap and faster.

“This cable will also enhance availability of 4G and 5G 
communication in the country,” Balsingh said.

He assured Dr Yonaz that the telecommunications 
which are partly owned by the Treasury is committed 
towards improving communication of millions of people 
in the country.

Dr Yonaz congratulated Airtel for the investment say-
ing, “When completed the project will help realize the 
government’s inclusive digitization and economic plans 
for the Tanzanians.”

When completed in 2023, the Airtel 2 African subma-
rine cable project will have 35 landing sites covering 26 
countries in the world.

Airtel Africa due to complete 
construction of submarine 
broadband cable next year

Dr Dorothy Gwajima (in blue head-cloth), Minister for Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups, symbolically presents gas stoves 
Coca-Cola Kwanza donated to over 360 women food vendors in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. The firm, a wing of Coca-Cola Beverages Africa, also 
donated 120 benches, 15-kg liquefied petroleum gas cylinders, aprons and T-shirts as part of its ‘Mwanamke Shujaa’ women empowerment campaign. 
Photo: Guardian Photographer

In the main, municipal of-
ficials should ensure they 
explain to the people giv-
en these areas on the pro-
cedure to develop them by 
building infrastructures 
that abide by environ-
mental considerations
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Skills fund will boost 
private sector’s hopes 

THE new launched Skills Develop-
ment Fund (SDF) is a good initiative 
that will bring the remedy to Tanza-
nia’s lopsided labour market and the 
private sector.

 The government launched the 13.6 
billion/- initiative funded by the World 
Bank seeking a solution to the skills 
gap in the country’s transformation 
into a semi-industrialised middle in-
come country. 

The fund will benefit over 30,000 
youth from universities, technical edu-
cation and training institutions, voca-
tional education and training centres 
as well.

In the same vein, Trade between 
Tanzania and France is still low at 
around 200 million Euros in favour 
of Paris, as authorities in both sides 
figure ways of increasing the volume.

Trade figures, according to French 
Embassy in Dar es Salaam, shows Tan-
zania imported goods worth 135 mil-
lion euros while exported 70 million 
euros in 2016.

France Embassy’s Economic and 
Trade Advisor, Beatrice Alperte said 
early this year that trade volume from 
either side was low as most are phar-
maceutical from Paris and raw agricul-
tural goods from Dar es Salaam.

France-Tanzania Business Forum 
which took place in April, this year in 
Dar es Salaam seeks to alter the figures 
to better .  The forum which was con-
ducted by the private sector aimed 
at strengthening and nurturing trade 
initiatives whose ultimate goal is to 
improve the two countries’ business 
partnership.

The event focused on sectors that 
will support the Tanzania strategy of 

industrialisation: Energy, including 
renewable energies, transport, digital 
solutions and sought  how to provide 
capacity building to local businesses.

It is open secret that French partici-
pation in East African bloc trading and 
investment was low compared to West 
Africa but said we hope things would 
change. Total is well known in East 
Africa, but France have bigger compa-
nies as well on energy, IT, manufactur-
ing with a number of subsidiaries. To-
tal, one of the largest petrol-products 
distributors, has been operating in the 
country for some four decades.

The firm this year acquired GAPCO’s 
assets in Kenya, Uganda and Tanza-
nia-- thus strengthening its logistics 
in the region. Big French companies 
which operate in East Africa, Africa 
and new ones attended the event in-
cluding Total, Engie, Egis, Bouygues 
and the like. Engie, a power company, 
through Power Corner last October, 
commissioned a mini electricity grid 
that is supplying solar power to Ke-
tumbeine, a village that is home to 800 
people, in Arusha.

The installation of a minigrid of so-
lar panels, which will progressively 
be replicated throughout Africa, con-
stitutes one of Engie’s key objectives, 
which is to provide rural popula-
tions with access to environmentally-
friendly energy. Data shows that in 
2015 Tanzania imported from France 
pharmaceuticals, and aircraft and 
related equipment comprised over 
50 per cent of total volume. On other 
hand France imported from Tanzania 
unmanufactured tobacco, precious 
stones--both semi and uncut stones--
and coffee.

Climate change and conflicts
 should not fuel hunger in 2022

Climate change occurs when 
changes in Earth’s climate sys-
tem result in new weather pat-
terns that last for at least a few 
decades, and maybe for millions 
of years. Human activities can 
also change earth’s climate, and 
are presently driving climate 
change through global warming. 

 Whereas conflict is a clash of 
interest. The basis of conflict 
may vary but, it is always a part 
of society. 

Basis of conflict may be per-
sonal, racial, class, caste, politi-
cal and international. Conflict in 
groups often follows a specific 
course. Routine group interac-
tion is first disrupted by an initial 
conflict, often caused by differ-
ences of opinion, disagreements 
between members, or scarcity of 
resources. 

At this point, the group is no 
longer united, and may split into 
coalitions. This period of con-
flict escalation in some cases 
gives way to a conflict resolu-
tion stage, after which the group 
can eventually return to routine 
group interaction.

Millions of people across sub-
Saharan Africa could face grave 
hunger in the first half of 2020 
because of armed conflict, po-
litical instability and climate 
change-linked disasters, a report 
says.

The report published by the 
UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) this month says that the 
countries affected will require 
life-saving food assistance and 
investment to prevent humani-
tarian catastrophes.

According to estimates of the 
United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees, about 70.8 
million people are displaced 
worldwide by war, violence and 
persecution, with low- and mid-
dle-income countries bearing 
the brunt of the problem.

“In some countries, we are 
seeing conflict and instability 
combine with climate extremes 
force people from their homes, 
farms and places of work,” said 
Alexandre Le Cuziat, World Food 
Programme

Climate change seems to be 
creating refugees on its own, 
with the World Bank estimating 
in a 2018 report that over 140 
million are expected to migrate 
within countries by 2050, most-
ly in Sub-Saharan Africa, South 
Asia and Latin America.

“In some countries, we are see-
ing conflict and instability com-
bine with climate extremes force 
people from their homes, farms 
and places of work,” says Alexan-
dre Le Cuziat, a co-author of the 
WFP report.

“In others, climate shocks are 
occurring alongside economic 
collapse and leaving millions on 
the brink of destitution and hun-
ger.”

The WFP report is an internal 
analysis that is compiled every 
two months and used to identify 
countries of high prioritisation 
for emergency assistance. The 
agency identified critical and 
complex emergencies at risk of 
descending further into crisis 
without a rapid response and 
greater investment.

According to the report The  
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
South Sudan, Zimbabwe and 
Central Sahel region comprising 
Burkina Faso, Mali and Niger are 
more vulnerable to hunger.

 Zimbabwe is experiencing its 
worst drought in decades, with 
temperatures hitting over 40 de-
grees Celsius. This has severely 
affected food production and 
highlights the severe impacts 
of climate change affecting the 
broader sub-region, which has 
seen the worst drought in 35 
years,”   explains the report.

Climate collapse is not inevitable 
but ‘great leap’ is basic necessity

By Paul Virgo 

In 1972 the Club of Rome alerted the world to 
the harm human economic systems were do-
ing to the health of our planet in its seminal, 
best-selling report, The Limits to Growth. With 
the devastating impacts of the climate crisis 
hitting home harder than ever, especially in the 
Global South, that warning about the dangers 
of exponential economic growth has been fully 
vindicated.

The club, an international network of sci-
entists, economic experts and former heads 
of State and government, is marking the 50th 
anniversary of that landmark work with a new 
contribution that builds on ‘Limits’ and the 
dozens of other reports that it has released 
over the last half century to consolidate the 
case for an overhaul of the prevailing econom-
ic paradigm.

If humanity snaps out of its collective denial, 
it can move to a ‘Great Leap’ scenario in which 
global temperatures are stabilized at below 2°C 
above pre-industrial levels. To bring this about 
it is necessary to address the fundamental in-
equalities that are the root cause of the ecologi-
cal crisis

‘Earth for All: A Survival Guide for Human-
ity’, which is coming out late in September, 
warns that if the world continues with the eco-
nomic policies of the last 40 years, the rich will 
get richer while the poor fall farther behind, 
creating extreme inequalities and growing so-
cial tensions within and between countries.

In this ‘Too Little, Too Late Scenario’, political 
division and lack of trust will make it increas-
ingly difficult to address climate and ecological 
risks, with regional societal collapse, driven by 
rising social tensions, food insecurity and envi-
ronmental degradation, increasingly likely.

The good news is that it doesn’t have to be 
like this.

If humanity snaps out of its collective denial, 
it can move to a ‘Great Leap’ scenario in which 
global temperatures are stabilized at below 2°C 
above pre-industrial levels.

To bring this about it is necessary to address 
the fundamental inequalities that are the root 
cause of the ecological crisis by: ending pover-
ty through reform of the international financial 
system; addressing gross inequality by ensur-
ing that the wealthiest 10% take less than 40% 
of national incomes; empowering women to 
achieve full gender equity by 2050; transform-
ing the food system to provide healthy diets for 
people and planet; and transitioning to clean 
energy to reach net zero emissions by 2050.

“With bold action now a large population can 
thrive on a livable planet,” Owen Gaffney, one 
of the six authors of the new report, told IPS.

“We argue that we need five transformations 
in parallel at speed with the biggest effort this 
decade on poverty, inequality, food, energy 
and gender equity”.

“This is the minimum. This does not lead to 
some utopia, but this leads to societies that are 
functional enough to deal with the scale of the 
crises we know are coming.”

Gaffney, a sustainability analyst at the Stock-
holm Resilience Centre, said that it is neces-

sary to break away from “a system 
that will create the first trillionaire 
this decade” and distribute wealth 
more fairly to create a system that 
benefits the majority in the long 
run.

“High wealth inequality has a 
destabilizing influence in socie-
ties,” he said.

“It erodes social cohesion. Com-
pare Sweden to the United States. 
In the US there has emerged an 
‘elite versus the rest’ worldview. 
This, compounded by race and re-
ligious divisions, has contributed 
to an increasingly dysfunctional 
society.

“In more economically equal 
societies there is more trust in gov-
ernments. We need trust in govern-
ments to allow societies to take 
large, long-term decisions”.

Earth for All, which is the result 
of a two-year research project, goes 
on to give 15 policy recommenda-
tions with the greatest potential to 
accelerate these turnarounds.

It also calls for the creation of a 
novel financial innovation, the Citi-
zen’s Fund, which would distrib-
ute the wealth of the global com-
mons to all people as a Universal 
Basic Dividend, in order to tackle 
inequality, reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, and provide a safety net 
for the most vulnerable through 
economic shocks.

Furthermore, the book tackles 
the fierce debate between support-

ers of ‘degrowth’ and advocates of 
‘green growth’.

It sides with the latter, saying the 
‘Giant Leap’ would not spell the 
end of economic growth, but the 
end of the directionless economic 
growth that is destroying societies 
and the planet.

“Exponential economic growth 
comes hand in hand with exponen-
tial growth in material consump-
tion, pollution and greenhouse gas 
emissions in the current economic 
system,” said Gaffney.

“This does not necessarily need 
to be the case. An energy transfor-
mation to clean energy will cause 
economic growth in the clean en-
ergy sector and a contraction of the 
fossil fuel sector.”

“So, it depends what is growing. If 
we have growth in circular econo-
mies and regenerative economies, 
this is good.”

“If we continue growing the line-
ar ‘take, make, break, waste’ model 
then we don’t have a long future on 
Earth”.

Although the solutions proposed 
in the book are largely macro-eco-
nomic ones that can only be imple-
mented by governments, the book 
is also a statement against climate 
doomism and a call to action for 
everyone.

Gaffney points to the impact so-
cial movements like Fridays for 
Future and Extinction Rebellion 
are having and to a survey done for 

Earth4All with Ipsos MORI of G20 
countries which suggests that 74% 
of people in G20 countries want 
economic systems to change.

He hopes that we are reaching 
a positive “social tipping point” in 
which these new ideas take hold 
and embed in the political sphere 
rapidly.

Remarkably, one of the authors 
of the report is Norwegian climate 
expert Jorgen Randers, who was 
also among the co-authors of The 
Limits to Growth.

“We are standing on a cliff edge,” 
Randers said. “In the next 50 years, 
the current economic system will 
drive up social tensions and drive 
down wellbeing.”

“We can already see how ine-
quality is destabilising people and 
the planet.”

“Unless there is truly extraordi-
nary action to redistribute wealth, 
things will get significantly worse. 
We are already sowing the seeds 
for regional collapse.”

“Societies are creating vicious 
cycles where rising social tensions, 
which are exacerbated by climate 
breakdown, will continue to lead to 
a decline in trust.”

“This risks an explosive combi-
nation of extreme political desta-
bilisation and economic stagnation 
at a time when we must do every-
thing we can to avoid climate catas-
trophes.”
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Building resilient food systems crucial for tackling hunger in Africa
By Guardian Reporter

R
ECENT catastrophes in Afri-
ca and the world including 
COVID-19, drought, fall ar-
myworms, climate change, 

soaring food, fertilizer and energy 
prices, and the ongoing conflict in 
Ukraine have exacerbated the food 
and nutrition situation on the conti-
nent. 

These events have created a truly 
urgent need for rapid strengthen-
ing of food systems and accelerated 
transformation of agriculture. To re-
spond to the situation, the Alliance for 
a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 
last week launched its new five-year 
strategy to help governments tackle 
hunger and enhance nutrition by 
building resilient food systems.

The new USD 550 million strategy 
that will run from 2023 to 2027 un-
veiled last Friday at the African Green 
Revolution Forum (AGRF) summit in 
Kigali, Rwanda, is designed to build 
on AGRA’s achievements to date, and 
crucially the lessons it has learned 
with its partners.

In the strategic period 2017-21, 
AGRA’s direct contributions included 
11 million farmers directly; 26 million 
farmers reached through policy, state 
capability and partnerships work; fa-
cilitated 42 policy reforms and sup-
ported 11 national flagships.

Also, the strategy catalyzed USD1.4 
billion in investment, 33,000 village-
based advisors trained, 75 percent of 
AGRA farmers adopted fertilizer use, 
48 per cent of farmers adopted im-
proved seed and 60 per cent adopted 
post-harvest practices.

However, despite progress made, 
Africa’s food systems urgently need 
further radical transformation. Many 
countries still struggle to achieve food 
security and provide diverse, nutri-
tious choices for their populations,” 
reads the new strategy.

Also, supply chains that bring food 
to markets are often long and frag-
mented, leading to significant waste 
and higher costs for consumers. This 
is exacerbated by climate change 
and environmental degradation that 
threatens livelihoods, biodiversity 

Recreational swimming: Sometimes the fun goes wrong and brings sorrow 
By Correspondent Theresia Victor

R
ECREATIONAL swimming is big all over 
the world. It is fun and a positive way to 
practise new skills, be physically active and 
spend quality time with family and friends. 

After all, water is known to reduce the impact on 
joints, soothe the mind, body and increase energy 
levels.

This activity is ranked the fourth most popular 
sport in the United States of America with well over 
91 million participants. It is also big in many Africa 
countries, Tanzania included.

However, unlike professional one, recreational 
swimming with all the fun, comes with risk of death 
as over 200,000 drown all over the world annually 
with an estimated 3000 deaths recorded in Tanza-
nia.  With 1,424 kilometer coastline of Indian Ocean 
plus lakes Victoria, Tanganyika and Nyasa as well as a 
number of rivers, the likelihood of recreational swim-
ming going bad in the country is very high. 

 Most instances of fatal drowning occur when the 
swimmer is alone or in situations where others pre-
sent are either unaware of the victim's situation or 
unable to offer assistance. After successful resusci-
tation, drowning victims may experience breathing 
problems, vomiting, confusion, or unconsciousness.

Occasionally, victims may not begin experiencing 
these symptoms until several hours after they are res-
cued. An incident of drowning can also cause further 
complications for victims due to low body tempera-
ture, aspiration of vomit, or acute respiratory distress 
syndrome referred to as respiratory failure from lung 
inflammation.

Speaking to this reporter in an interview recently, 
Moses Ntilema, a qualified beach life guard and life-
guard instructor by the National Royal Lifeboat In-
stitute of United Kingdom (UK) since 2013 said more 
needs to be done in the country to enables people 
save lives instead of retrieving dead bodies.  

The Chief Executive Officer of Tanzania Lifeguard-
ing recommended that it is time authorities in the 
country drafted a national policy on drowning pre-
vention to save lives of people who just want to have 
fun but end up dying prematurely. 

The international drowning prevention stake-
holder who is currently part of a rescue squad with 
Bluewater Bay Surf Lifesaving Club based in Port 
Elizabeth, South Africa, is competent in various wa-
ter rescues techniques including swift and flood wa-
ter rescue.                                                                                                                            

In Tanzania, he said drowning prevention can 
be successful by 85 per cent by sensitizing authori-
ties and communities near water bodies to put in 
place recreational water area supervision, training 
and teaching swimming skills. Awareness creation 
through public education on water safety in schools 
as well as uses of technology and media to spread the 
message can also prevent water disasters.

He added that learning to swim is the best method 
against drowning. Pool and all other recreational wa-
ter areas must be fenced, use of sign boards alerting 

people near or around water areas 
by giving clear information about 
depth or danger of the water body.

 The use of lifejackets and safety 
navigation systems are required 
especially in deep waters, he said. 
Also, encouraging people to take 
precautions such as never swim-
ming alone and improving restric-
tions on water-related recreational 

activities such as swimming,  fly and 
free diving which may cause neck or 
spinal injury or blackout at any time.

Drowning is one of the top five 
causes of death for the children and 
teenagers aged between one and 14 
within 48 of 85 countries whereby 
Australia is leading as well as the 
leading cause of unintentional inju-
ries to young children aged one to 

and sustainability across much of the continent’s agri-
cultural sector.

“We have demonstrated that when farmers have ac-
cess to choices of inputs and when those inputs give 
a clear yield differential, farmers adopt and their lives 
change. We have also seen that this only happens sus-
tainably when markets are available to farmers” said 
AGRA’s President, Dr Agnes Kalibata.

“Our new strategy therefore will see us do more of 
what works for farmers and will see us trying to un-
derstand markets better. In all this we must bring more 
youth, more nutrition and be smarter in using environ-
mental resources.”

AGRA’s new strategy concentrates on key areas of 
work from the last strategy, including seed system de-
velopment and government engagement to expand 

AGRA’s work in sustainable farming and markets and trade. 
It focuses on three critical areas of change namely climate 
change, gender, youth and inclusion work, and transform-
ing African diets.

Overview of focus areas and targets includes working 
with smallholder farmers whereby AGRA will aim to reach 
28 million farmers in 15 countries to enable their full par-
ticipation in sustainably growing Africa’s food systems. It 
will also focus on developing seed systems by building on 
the 10 countries where the alliance has strengthened seed 
systems to ensure farmers gain access to affordable, pro-
ductive and climate resistant seeds

The new strategy gives weight to sustainable farming 
with a goal of reaching 30 percent of targeted farmers 
to adopt sustainable farming practices that build liveli-
hoods today and protect the environment for tomorrow. 

It also targets to employ inclusive markets and trade with 
USD300 million through AGRA platforms to enhance 
market competitiveness for farmers while bringing nutri-
tious food to consumers.

The plan also seeks to enhance policy and state capabil-
ity by supporting 12 countries to develop strategies and in-
vestment plans for food system transformation pathways 
that create an environment where farming businesses 
thrive.

Also top priority is inclusivity with the new strategy set 
to see a 25 per cent increase in funding for women-led 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) which will create 
new opportunities for women and youth to thrive in farm-
ing.

Another is nutrition whereby the new strategy aims to 
support targeted farmers to adopt improved varieties in-

three years, he noted.
During World Drowning Prevention Day on 25th July 

2021, the World Health Organization (WHO) and Environ-
mental Management and Economic Development Organi-
zation (EMEDO) reported that drowning rate in Tanzania 
rose from 2,000 plus to 3,000 people.

Ntilema said it takes only one to three minutes for some-
one to drown and if they are lucky to be taken out of water, 
the victim may die within 10 minutes depending on the 
situation and the most common cause of drowning is in-

Moses Ntilema (L), a  Tanzanian life guard on rescue training with fellow Bluewater Bay Surf Lifesaving Club's Rescue Squad. Photo cour-
tesy of Moses Ntilema 

cluding climate smart and 
nutrient dense varieties to 
provide affordable, diverse, 
and nutritious diets for con-
sumers.

Climate adaptation has 
also been highlighted in the 
plan with the aim of help-
ing 40 percent of targeted 
farmers to adopt varieties 
including climate smart 
and nutrient dense varie-
ties. The new Strategy also 
speaks to the need for busi-
nesses to recognize growth 
opportunities and have the 
confidence, financing, and 
capabilities to serve farmers, 
trade produce and process 
food profitably.

Government representa-
tives, NGOs, companies, 
small holder farmers, trad-
ers and all those involved in 
the growing, processing and 
distribution of food in Africa 
gathered in Kigali at the an-
nual AGRF summit.

AGRA said it continues to 
explore new partnerships 
as it prepares to implement 
its new strategy. “AGRA is a 
proudly African institution,” 
said AGRA’s Board Chair, 
Hailemariam

Dessalegn.
“To work sustainably and 

inclusively, food systems 
need to be built on solid 
foundations. Together in 
partnership, we can trans-
form our agriculture, pro-
tect our environment, cre-
ate equitable prosperity and 
feed our communities and 
families.”

Established in 2006, AGRA 
bills itself as an African-led 
and Africa-based institution 
that puts smallholder farm-
ers at the center of the conti-
nent’s growing economy by 
transforming agriculture 
from a solitary struggle to 
survive into farming as a 
business that thrives.

ability to swim and underlying health issues 
in some people.

The drowning risk factors are wide rang-
ing whereby most common are inability to 
swim, feeling overly tired,  free access of wa-
ter, use of alcohol,  use of bathtubs, epileptic 
seizures, floods,  water transport accidents 
and suicide.

The expert said that other general factors 
causing drowning in our country are lack of 
water safety awareness, unsupervised chil-
dren near or around water bodies, aquatic 
and tourism activities in water risk areas and 
ignorance.

“I was shocked to hear of two drowning 
incidents within a month in May this year 
that led to the loss of lives of two students,” 
he said. 

The two incidents he referred to happened 
on 14th May whereby a secondary student 
named Kisa Mbwilo (16 years) drowned in 
the river while on scout camping activities 
alone.  A day later, on15th May 2022, a college 
student named John Benoko drowned in Mo-
rogoro Region while swimming with fellow 
students. 

He said there are many unreported drown-
ing cases whereby young children drown in 
bathtubs, buckets, toilets, open walls, and un-
supervised swimming pools.

“We need to have effective supervision es-
pecially for young children, youth and mostly 
important children with disabilities.’ he said.

Ntilema added that Tanzania’s national 
strategies for promoting blue economy 
should also focus on introducing safe 
beaches with international beach standards 
(blue flag beach) to boost national economy 
through beach tourism.

“Beach is not just leisure; beach can be a 
source of revenue and Dar es Salaam alone 
has 32 beaches. If all these beaches are well 
supervised, they can contribute a lot to the 
economy,” he said.

Justine Mwesi (27) who spoke to this writ-
er on Dar es Salaam’s expansive and popu-
lar Coco Beach said he volunteers as water 
guide to people who come to beach but lack 
swimming skill.

“Majority of people who come here like to 
swim but they lack basic swimming skills and 
that is why I volunteer to save lives,” he said.

"I have witnessed people die here due to 
lack of swimming skills. I have also saved 
many lives. I am happy because people really 
appreciate what I do.”
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The planet is watching – what will King 
Charles’s reign mean for climate action?

C
harles has been one of the 
highest-profile global propo-
nents for protecting the planet 
in recent decades, from writ-

ing books and making speeches about 
nature to working with business to mo-
bilise private finance to combat global 
warming.

At the UN COP26 climate conference 
in Glasgow last year, Charles said the 
world needed a “war-like footing” to 
tackle the “existential threat” of climate 
change and biodiversity loss. 

Britain’s new figurehead has called 
for governments to use incentives and 
regulations to encourage private-sector 
investment in climate action, and for 
the value of nature to be recognised on 
companies’ balance sheets.

However, as king under a constitu-
tional monarchy in Britain, Charles is 
expected to remain politically neutral.

The Thomson Reuters Foundation 
spoke to several experts about what 
that might mean for his climate advo-
cacy. 

What did Charles do for the envi-
ronment as Prince of Wales?

While heir to the throne, Charles was 
an active campaigner for the environ-
ment over more than five decades.

In 1970, aged 21, he gave his first major 
speech on the issue, warning of the dan-
gerous effects of plastic pollution.

“He’s been talking about these issues 
for a long time, way before they became 
mainstream,” said Ed Matthew, cam-
paigns director of think-tank E3G.

In this manner, Charles played a “vi-
tal diplomatic role” to raise awareness, 
Matthew added.

Along with speeches on the global 
stage, Charles has worked with actors 
from the public, private and non-profit 
sectors.

He established the International Sus-
tainability Unit in 2010 to address chal-
lenges such as protecting rainforests 
and marine ecosystems, and last year 
launched a new charter of sustainable 
actions for companies to sign called 
“Terra Carta”.

“I have laboured for so many years to 
bring this issue to the forefront of inter-
national consciousness – not just with 

of a king, and the likely scrutiny of his 
political neutrality.

This will make more hands-on work 
with businesses and in politics harder, 
but there are some environmental ac-
tions with little potential for contro-
versy, he said.

For example, to mark Elizabeth’s 
2022 Platinum Jubilee celebrations af-
ter 70 years on the throne, the Queen’s 
Green Canopy initiative was launched 
to encourage people to plant trees. 

Black added that, in many ways, 
Charles has already done his bit in 
helping to build public awareness 
around climate and nature issues – 
which is now well-established.

“One thing you have to praise him 
for has been his courage and consist-
ency,” he said.

“Whatever he does during his time 
as king, there’s no doubt in my view 
that he’s made quite a contribution 
already.”

How could Charles make a differ-
ence given the obstacles?

As king, Charles could have an even 
larger influence – whether through 
speeches and behind-the-scenes 
meetings with world leaders, or pri-
vate audiences with the UK prime 
minister.

On a personal level, he could lead 
by example, such as with his efforts to 
make the royal household greener.

Charles has been tracking and pub-
lishing his carbon footprint since 
2007, making several changes such 
as installing biomass boilers and so-
lar panels at his homes and convert-
ing his Aston Martin to run on surplus 
wine and whey from cheese-making.

And to help avoid controversy, King 
Charles could pass some projects onto 
family members, with his son Prince 
William also expressing a keen inter-
est in environmental issues.

How to execute the role of monarch 
is up to the individual, said Juniper, 
the environmental campaigner, so 
Charles might need some time to figure 
it out.

“As far as I know, there is no job de-
scription for king.” 	           DM

King Charles III, then Prince of Wales, and a tour guide plant a tree as Rwanda’s environment minister, Dr Jeanne d’Arc 
Mujawamariya (second from right), looks on in Umusambi Village, Kigali, on 24 June 2022. The British royal was in 
Rwanda for the 26th Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting. File photo

words, but with practical action,” said 
the then-prince in a speech in May in 
Yellowknife, Canada.

Back home, Matthew said Charles’ in-
fluence has been particularly valuable 
because – while being apolitical – he 
appeals to conservatives, in a similar 
vein to environmentalist David Atten-
borough, on an issue more often high-
lighted by the left.

“To make sure we go for really am-
bitious climate action in the UK, we 

need the conservative case for climate 
change to be made,” Matthew said.

During the race to become Britain’s 
next prime minister – won by Liz Truss 
– activists criticised the lack of attention 
paid to climate issues by the ruling Con-
servatives.

What are King Charles’ views on 
climate change?

Environmental campaigner Tony 
Juniper first met Charles in the early 

1990s, and has worked with him on 
projects including the 2010 book 
“Harmony: A New Way of Looking at 
Our World”.

“I think he probably has been about 
the most effective environmentalist 
in history,” said Juniper, who chairs 
Natural England, the government’s ad-
visory body for the environment.

He explained that a key idea Charles 
has advanced is the interconnec-
tion between humans and nature, 

NEW YORK

Following the disastrous handling 
of COVID-19, the spread of monkeypox 
is another microcosm of the racial dis-
parities and health inequity in the Unit-
ed States.

With the number of infections sur-
passing 20,000, the United States now 
leads the world in monkeypox cases. 
Like a replay of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
Black and Hispanic Americans in the 
country still bear a disproportionate 
burden in the public health emergen-
cy. 

They make up the majority of monk-
eypox cases but are underrepresented 
in vaccine distribution.Signs show the 
number of infections in the country is 
slowing, but racial divides are worsen-
ing in monkeypox cases and vaccine 
access.  

Over 38 percent of the monkeypox 
infections are among Black people, 
who represent only 13.6 percent of the 
country's population of 335 million. 
Similarly, Hispanic or Latino people ac-
count for 28.3 percent of the total cases 
as of Sept. 3 but are only 19 percent of 
the U.S. population.

By contrast, the share of White 
people in the total contracted cases 

expressed in depth in the book “Har-
mony”, which Juniper helped to write.

“One of the most important unique 
contributions that he’s brought is this 
holistic perspective … the need to keep 
all the different pieces of the jigsaw in 
view,” he said. 

In an interview in December 2020, 
Charles said humans are “a micro-
cosm of the macrocosm” when it 
comes to nature.

“If we go on exploiting the way we 
are, whatever we do to nature – how-
ever much we pollute her – we do to 
ourselves. It is insanity,” he told the 
BBC.

However, Charles has been accused 
of hypocrisy due to his use of private 
jets and helicopters, whose planet-
heating emissions are much higher 
than other forms of transport and 
significantly more per passenger than 
commercial flights.

During the 2021-22 financial year as 
Prince of Wales, he took regular pri-
vate flights domestically, as shown by 
royal financial statements.

Will Charles be able to advocate 
for the climate as monarch?

While Queen Elizabeth II strictly 
guarded her personal views, Charles 
has faced criticism for expressing po-
litical opinions – and analysts say he 
will have to be more careful now.

In the view of the media, Elizabeth 
was “untouchable”, and it is “unknown 
territory” how they will react to King 
Charles, said Richard Black, a former 
BBC environment correspondent and 
founder of the non-profit Energy and 
Climate Intelligence Unit.

Black said Charles will be restricted 
by two main things: the pressures on 
his time due to the ceremonial duties 

Monkeypox again exposes yawning US racial gaps
slumped from 75 percent as of May 20 to 27.5 percent, 
according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  

Similar trends in racial disparities can be seen 
among U.S. states and cities with the most monk-
eypox cases. Black or African American residents 
make up 55 percent of all monkeypox cases but just 
24 percent of vaccinations in Philadelphia, city data 
showed. White Philadelphians make up 24 percent of 
cases but have received 56 percent of first doses.

  White and non-Hispanic people received 67.2 per-
cent of monkeypox vaccines and only account for 
35.2 percent of cases as of Sept. 4 in New York State, 
excluding New York City, the state's health depart-
ment said.Up to 39.2 percent of cases are among His-
panic people, while they only got 15 percent of vac-
cines in the state. 

Black and non-Hispanic people accounted for 18.5 
percent of the total cases while receiving 9.3 percent 
of vaccines.

"Unfortunately, it's not that surprising," said Mark 
Abdelmalek, a dermatologist who has treated monk-
eypox patients. "History kind of repeats itself. We see 
health disparities across many aspects of medicine, 
and to think that this wouldn't be one of them is a 
little naive." 

 The associate professor of dermatology at the 
Perelman School of Medicine at the University of 

Pennsylvania added, "I mean we saw it with COVID. It 
speaks to the fact that we have a lot of work to do to 
meet people where they are." 

Total cumulative data show that Black, Hispanic, 
American Indian or Alaska Native, and Native Hawai-
ian or Other Pacific Islander people have experienced 
higher rates of COVID-19 cases and deaths than White 
people when data are adjusted to account for differ-
ences in age by race and ethnicity, according to a re-
cent report by Kaiser Family Foundation.

The foundation noted in an earlier report that "un-
derlying structural inequities place people of color at 
increased risk for public health threats, as was seen in 
COVID-19 and as is beginning to be observed amid the 
monkeypox outbreak." 

Robert Fullilove, a professor of clinical socio-
medical sciences at Columbia University's Mail-
man School of Public Health, said that the lack 
of trust and communication between the health 
department and the Black community resulted in 
the racial disparities, which were exacerbated by 
stigma and the long history of medical neglect and 
abuse of Black patients. "What's happening with 
monkeypox is just yet another chapter of 150 years 
of medical mistrust," Fullilove said.

The U.N. Committee on the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination raised significant concerns regard-
ing the United States implementing the Interna-

tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 
of Racial Discrimination, according to Lisa Borden, 
the Southern Poverty Law Center's senior policy 
counsel for international advocacy. 

Although the United States has signed and rati-
fied the treaty, Congress has never taken any step 
to incorporate its requirements into U.S. legisla-
tion. No administration has made an effort to do 
the same when developing and implementing do-
mestic policy, said Borden in an article on Friday.

 She said that the treaty is in force on paper, but 
any instance of compliance with its requirements 
is merely coincidental.

   The committee said the United States has failed 
to create a national human rights institution or any 
similar coordinating mechanism to monitor the 
treaty's implementation.

 Additionally, it lamented the continued absence 
of a comprehensive federal action plan to combat 
systemic racism and structural discrimination, 
urging the United States to proceed on both fronts.

Experts urged the U.S. administration to alter its 
slow pattern of responding to pandemics that has 
worsened the spread of COVID-19 and is dragging 
on the current fight against monkeypox.  "If mon-
keypox gains a permanent foothold in the United 
States and becomes an endemic virus that joins our 
circulating repertoire of pathogens, it will be one 

of the worst public health failures in 
modern times not only because of 
the pain and peril of the disease but 
also because it was so avoidable," 
former FDA commissioner Scott Got-
tlieb wrote in a July 30 essay, citing a 
slow ramp-up of testing, inadequate 
vaccine supply and "an absence of co-
ordination among federal agencies." 

The first cases confirmed or sus-
pected in Europe in May "should have 
been a code red for federal infectious 
disease response" here in the United 
States, Gottlieb said, criticizing the 
timeline for expanding testing to 
commercial labs, which didn't start 
until late June. 

"In the end, monkeypox was a 
soft stress test for our public health 
system that we should have passed 
reasonably well after our jarring and 
humbling bout with COVID-19. The 
results, especially with more virulent 
bugs surely looming, are discomfit-
ing," Jalal Baig, an oncologist, opined 
in an article on NBC last month.

 "Unless something drastically 
changes," Chyke Doubeni, chief 
health equity officer at Ohio State 
University, told local media, "we'll 
see the same pattern in the next out-
break."
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By Guardian Reporter

AN agreement signed be-
tween Azania Bank Limited and 
the Ministry of Community De-
velopment, Gender, Women and 
Children will go a long way in 
empowering communities eco-
nomically.

The ministry’s Permanent 
Secretary, Dr Zainab Chaula 
said in Dar es Salaam on Sat-
urday after signing the coop-
eration agreement that Azania 
Bank’s management has made 
an important decision that 
aligns with the government’s 
economic empowerment plan 
for Tanzanians.

“This agreement will ensure 
that Azania Bank works in 
partnership with the ministry 
to train the majority ordinary 
Tanzanians on financial mat-
ters and various economic op-
portunities availed by the gov-

ernment in the country,” Dr 
Chaula said.

She pointed out that despite 
the many opportunities that 
the government offers to Tan-
zanians to empower them eco-
nomically, many are still strug-
gling in poverty. “It’s time now 
for the public to get trained 
on basics of financial services, 
business management, bank-
ing and entrepreneurship so 
as to graduate into business 
owners,” Dr Chaula underlined 
while pointing out that her 
ministry will seal similar agree-
ments with other financial in-
stitutions to cover the whole 
country.

Under the deal, Azania Bank 
will also offer expert coun-
seling to the public on how to 
run businesses, exploit markets 
and make use of various ser-
vices plus products available 
in the banking industry of the 

country.
Speaking at the same event, 

Azania Bank’s Managing Direc-
tor, Esther Mang’enya thanked 
the gender and community de-
velopment ministry for choos-
ing the bank as a partner. “I as-
sure you that Azania Bank has 
the capacity and muscles to 
deliver on this important assign-
ment and that we will deploy 
our resources throughout our 
branches and partners coun-
trywide to ensure that we reach 
agreed targets,” Mang’enya said.

She pointed out that the move 
by the ministry will speed up 
economic empowerment of 
communities hence deliver-
ing on targets to reduce abject 
poverty in the country. “I urge 
the public to use our bank in ex-
ploiting expertise and financial 
services that we have to fight 
poverty which is an unaccepta-
ble malaise,” the Azania Bank 

 By Guardian Correspondent, Geita

FEMALE workers at Geita Gold Mine Limited (GGML) have 
conducted a two-day seminar to provide professional training 
to female students in Geita Region in an effort to ensure that the 
community benefits from gold mining activities in the country.

The seminar, held at the Nyankumbu Girls' Dormitory built by 
GGML, through the Union of Women Workers who work in the 
mine known as GGM ladies.

GGML’s senior manager in-charge of communications and 
relations Manace Ndroma, said that women who work in the 
mine, have been at the forefront of promoting the importance 
of the position of women in society, especially the liberation of 
women who carry out activities arising from mining or business 
arising from value chain in the mining sector.

He said GGML through the union has been providing mate-
rial and material aid including money and various equipment to 
special groups within the community to ensure that it benefits 
from the presence of mining activities.

"As a company, we have been at the forefront of collaborat-
ing with the Government to promote issues of gender equality. 
As you remember the 26th of August this year was Women's 
Equality Day. We as a company provided education through so-
cial networks and media about the important role of women 
in society. We have been doing that even in events to celebrate 
International Women's Day every 8th of March," said Ndroma.

He added that the seminar is a solution to the challenges of fe-
male students in understanding the right professions to choose 
in life after graduating from secondary education.

 He said that there has been a challenge for many girls in their 
graduation year or after graduating from secondary education 
to fail to understand the future of the subjects they are studying 
and the reality of what they will encounter in higher education 
or later on the job market.

"We, the management of GGML, have organized this seminar 
so that those who would like to choose various career fields and 
even become miners or senior leaders in gold mining compa-

Mining employees offer education
to female students in Geita Region

Ministry salutes Azania Bank for empowerment  

Geita Town Council executive director Zahara Michuzi (L) speaks during a two-day seminar organised by GGML’s female workers and 
meant to empower    students in Geita Region   to ensure that the community benefits from gold mining activities in the country. Others 
are  Nyankumbu Girls’ Secondary School headmistress Georgia Mugashe (C) and the firm’s senior manager in-charge of communica-
tions and relations Manace Ndroma (R). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

The Relocation consultant lead for Tembo Nickel from RSK, Basil Shio (R), shows Ngara district commissioner Col Mathias Kahabi (C) areas where the survey has 
been completed to allow for the Tembo Nickel project to proceed. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Ngara

NGARA District Commissioner (DC) 
Colonel Mathias Kahabi has warned that 
the government will not spare anyone 
who tries to sabotage the Tembo Nickel 
project calling on the residents also to 
protect it.

Col. Kahabi made the statement at 
different occasions in Rwinyana and Bu-
garama villages, during public rallies to 
explain the importance of land and asset 
survey for the community surrounding 
the Tembo Nickel project in Ngara Dis-
trict.

“This is a big project which we must 
take seriously, there is massive invest-
ment from abroad and the Tanzanian 
government has 16 percent ownership. 
The project is going to help us immense-
ly.

He said there are people who come as 
far as Geita and Mwanza regions to con-
vince the villagers in the project area to 
sell them land.

 “They have come to buy farms for lit-
tle money, they are speculators and thugs 
who want to cause havoc and derail the 
land and asset survey, but they should 
know that this exercise is being carried 
out in a highly professional manner and 
satellite pictures have been taken since 
July, this year, every crop on these farms 
has been recorded,” he said.

  He said the government’s eyes and 
ears are on the Tembo Nickel critical 
minerals project and warned village 
leaders to stop being conned by specula-
tors.

“We have information that some vil-
lage leaders are allowing speculators to 

be part of the village land committees 
and giving them access to land, they did 
this in Rusumo but we are vigilant and 
refuse to allow this here. We know that 
there are some men who had left fami-
lies and after hearing about the project 
have returned to sell land and property 
without caring about the future of their 
families, and we will not turn a blind eye 
to this injustice,” he stressed.

Basil Shio, Relocation Consultant Lead 
for Tembo Nickel, from RSK, reiterated 
that the land and asset survey process is 
a legal one and to date 40 percent of the 
process has been completed.

  “There are some areas we have not 
completed due to disagreements of 
boundaries, and we cannot work in ar-
eas with disputes.”

 He added: “We are currently in Rwin-
yana village; we plan to be in the field for 
four months, we have completed two 
months’ work already and are at 40 per-
cent of the survey process. We have al-
ready reached 549 people and surveyed 
more than 900 plots of land,” he said.

 In January 2021, the government and 
investors from three countries signed a 
joint venture agreement for the extrac-
tion of nickel, Kobellite and copper at 
Kabanga in Kagera Region.

 The late President John Magufuli wit-
nessed the signing ceremony in Bukoba 
Municipality in a deal that will see the 
government getting 50 percent of the 
proceeds and another 50 will go to inves-
tors from the United States, United King-
dom and Australia.

 He said the operation is carried out 
under Tembo Nickel that oversees pro-
duction of the minerals.

DC: Govt won’t spare anyone who tries
to sabotage the Tembo Nickel project

nies including GGML, can achieve their 
dreams by seeing women from GGML 
who are doing well in that profession," 
said Ndoroma.

  Geita Regional Administrative Secre-
tary Prof. Godius Kahyarara asked various 
stakeholders in the country to contribute 
to the development of education in the 

country, especially for the girl instead of 
leaving that responsibility to the govern-
ment alone.

“I really congratulate GGM for showing 
a good example as stakeholders who con-
tribute to the development of education. 
Fortunately, our country has continued to 
have a good education system compared 

to other countries. GGM has a great con-
tribution to the economy of our country 
through the taxes they pay.”

"The great effort they are showing in 
the community has brought positive re-
sults, including building the infrastruc-
ture of education and training like this 
that brings great productivity in the 

community. Fortunately, this train-
ing is given to young girls, something 
that is not easy to forget," said Prof 
Kahyarara.   Motivating students to 
achieve their dreams at Nyankumbu 
Girls' School, Geita Town Council ex-
ecutive director, Zahara Michuzi con-
gratulated GGML and the female em-
ployees working in the company for 
preparing the training that gives light 
to many female students to know 
themselves and achieve the same 
goals as successful female leaders in 
various positions.

"Personally, I did not reach here on 
my own. I realized myself, put God 
first but also asked various people, 
including Professor Msofe when he 
was teaching at the University of Do-
doma, to provide me with academic 
training that has helped me to this 
point to successfully lead the Geita 
Town Council," said Zahara Michuzi.

    GGML has been a beacon of in-
vestment in the community since its 
inception in 2000 where the main 
priorities have been health projects, 
education, water, roads, income de-
velopment projects and many other 
social projects to ensure the host com-
munity gets a better life. The company 
has built more than seven (7) Primary 
and five (5) Secondary schools within 
Geita Region over the past four years.

Earlier this year, GGML emerged as 
the overall winner in companies that 
perform well in the mining sector in 
Tanzania for the year 2020/2021 after 
grabbing awards in the aspects of cor-
porate responsibility to society, envi-
ronment, safety, best tax payer and 
indigenous development.

The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups, Dr Zainab Chaula (2ndL), 
exchanges contract documents with Azania Bank managing director Esther Mang’enya after signing the cooperation agreement in Dar 
es Salaam on Saturday. Looking on are the ministry’s director of legal services, Happy Msimbe (L), and the bank’s legal director, Charles 
Mugila. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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New initiative pushing for artificial 
intelligence innovation in newsrooms

By Amarah Ennis

T
ECHNOLOGY in journalism is 
always evolving. From smart-
phone journalism to report-
ing the news on Twitter and 

TikTok and on to data journalism, mod-
ern reporters rely on new technology to 
make their jobs easier and their stories 
more impactful and engaging.

Today, large newsrooms are intro-
ducing a new technology, artificial in-
telligence (AI), to their work. Smaller 
newsrooms are interested in this tool 
too, even if they can’t implement it yet.

Past predictions have speculated that 
90 per cent of news will be written by 
AI by 2025. In fact, you’ve likely already 
read a sports story or election rundown 
that was at least partially authored by 
an AI.

AI can be generally understood as 
any technology that simulates human 
intelligence: extracting patterns from 
data, predicting future events and/or 
adapting performance based on past 
mistakes.

Not all AI is futuristic: transcription 
software, for example, uses AI to recog-
nise and generate words from an audio 
file.

AI isn’t meant to replace the work of 
journalists. Instead, it takes over repeti-
tive, simple or data-intensive work so 
that human journalists can focus on sto-
ries that require creative insight, multi-
faceted analysis and good judgment.

London School of Economics’ media 
think tank Polis and the Google News 
Initiative partnered in 2019 to create 
the JournalismAI initiative to promote 
the use of artificial intelligence among 
journalists.

The JournalismAI Fellowship Pro-
gramme began this year with the goal 
of innovating new tools that assist the 
work of journalists.

To learn more about how AI is influ-

“There is not one single journalism 
student that decided to take this ca-
reer path because all were dying to sift 
through PDF documents day after day,” 
said Peretti, adding: “That’s something 
machine learning does very well, and I 
think we should be excited that we can 
have the support of software doing all 
these things for us.”

The mentors for the teams this year 
include Ines Montani, co-founder and 
CEO of the software company Explo-
sion; David Caswell, former BBC News 
Labs product manager; and various 
members of the Knight Lab at North-
western University. The mentors fill 
needs for fact-checking, advanced tech-
nical skill and more.

Peretti elaborated: “We didn’t prepare 
a roster of mentors and tell the fellows: 
‘These are your mentors, work with 
them’, because there would have been 
no point when we didn’t know yet what 
the teams would want to work on. So we 
tried to find subject matter experts that 
could help them for the specific case 
that they are exploring. We start from 
the needs of our teams.”

Ten projects are coming out of the 
fellowship this year. Among them is At-
tack Detector, which is meant to detect 
hate speech towards journalists and 
environmental activists in Spanish and 
Portuguese.

Another is Parrot, which identifies 
and measures the spread of state-man-
ufactured media. These two, along with 
all the other projects, will be showcased 
at the JournalismAI festival in early De-
cember.

Peretti said that all of these projects 
are made with ethical AI use in mind. 
None of them is meant to run without 
human supervision, as it would be “ex-
tremely dangerous” to allow for unsu-
pervised use at this time. IJNet

Media project probes corruption in primary health care across Nigeria

encing journalism, I interviewed initiative manager & 
team lead Mattia Peretti and fellowship programme 
manager Lakshmi Sivadas on the fellowship, the ini-
tiative and what JournalismAI’s projects mean for the 
future of newsrooms.

The fellowship originates from a series of “Collab 
Challenges” that the JournalismAI staff held between 
2020 and 2021.

According to Peretti, the Collab Challenges arose 
“organically”, with no application process or formal 
organisation for people interested in participating.

Plenty of useful AI-based projects were completed 
during the challenges, many of which are still available 
online. The following year the process was formalised 
and altered to create the fellowship.

While the Journalism AI initiative is focused on 

educating journalists unfamiliar with artificial intelli-
gence, the fellowship programme goes a step further 
by fostering the skills of journalists already using AI 
technology in the newsroom.

“What we can do for them, through the fellowship, 
is connect them with a global network of people at the 
same level,” said Peretti.

“By getting them to collaborate with each other, we 
can help them accelerate the adoption and implemen-
tation of AI, and show everyone in our community 
what is possible,” added the team lead.

Forty-six journalists were selected for the pro-
gramme. In total, 16 countries across six continents are 
represented in the group.

With problems already emerging with AI develop-
ing racial and gender biases and racially profiling peo-

By Arinze Chijioke

A
HEAD of Nigeria’s 2015 
elections, the Jigawa 
State government 
promised to establish 

well-equipped primary health-
care centres across the state.

Under its “one ward, one 
health facility” promise, the state 
government vowed to build and 
rehabilitate health centres in 
each of the state’s 287 wards and 
27 local government areas.

Four years later, in the leadup 
to the country’s 2019 elections, 
the government claimed that 
it had completed the project, 
which cost over 12 billion naira.

However, a recent investiga-
tion carried out by the Rural 
Health Accountability Project 
(RHAP) revealed that these 
claims were false, finding instead 
that access to health care across 
rural communities in the state 
remains a major challenge.

Under-staffing, inadequate 
equipment, poor infrastructure 
and a lack of essential drug sup-
plies are just some of the many 
issues that remain.

With funding from the Wole 
Soyinka Centre for Investiga-
tive Journalism’s Collaborative 
Media Engagement for Develop-

ment, Inclusion and Account-
ability (CMEDIA) initiative, RHAP 
tracks and reports corruption to 
educate citizens about primary 
healthcare in Nigeria so that they 
can better engage and hold gov-
ernment officials accountable.

The RHAP investigation was 
inspired by the discrepancies be-
tween the large budgetary allo-
cations made by the government 
for primary healthcare centres – 
which provide essential services 
such as immunisation and ante-
natal care for many Nigerians – 
and the realities on the ground.

“Several reports show that 
only about one-third of the 
30,000 primary health care 
centres across the country are 
functional, despite the huge in-
vestments made over the years 
by the federal and state govern-
ments as well as contributions 
by development partners,” said 
programme director Elijah Akoji.

Akoji created RHAP to inves-
tigate further and help people 
better understand the impact of 
government spending on prima-
ry health care.

He explained that journalists 
on the project have examined 
health care initiatives against the 
budgets allocated for them by 
the government. They have also 

recommended that community 
members actively participate in 
– and provide oversight of – gov-
ernmental projects.

“We want to teach community 
members how to always hold the 
government accountable when 
they fail to deliver on their prom-
ises,” he said, adding: “That way, 

they can begin to make primary 
healthcare a priority.”

RHAP’s work is made possible 
by the CMEDIA initiative. Similar 
to RHAP, the CMEDIA initiative, 
supported by the MacArthur 
Foundation, is determined to 
help Nigerian media hold gov-
ernment officials accountable.

“CMEDIA seeks to strengthen 
the independence of media or-
ganisations, civic space at local, 
state and federal levels through 
investment in orientation and 
reorientation of journalists and 
media organisations on media 
rights, ethics, professionalism 
and safety,” said CMEDIA execu-

tive director Monturayo Famuy-
iwa. 

RHAP has also investigated 
the decay of primary healthcare 
centers in Nigeria. One of these 
investigations revealed the con-
sequences of cholera in Jigawa 
State amid a lack of access to 
health care.

At least 10,000 confirmed 
cases of cholera were reported 
in 2021, leading to the death of 
no fewer than 500 people. This 
happened as the government 
boasted about spending billions 
of naira on primary health care 
centres, most of which remained 
underequipped, understaffed 
and nonfunctional.

In June, RHAP project jour-
nalist Omolola Afolabi led an 
investigation that looked at how 
families in Kwara State had spent 
large amounts of money on 
medical treatment even after the 
state had established a health in-
surance scheme to provide man-
datory health insurance cover-
age to all its residents.

These stories have led to 
promises of policy change. For 
instance, after the cholera in-
vestigation was published, the 
Jigawa state government said it 
would launch a ward-to-ward 
campaign to inform residents on 

the need to adopt personal hy-
giene practices to prevent more 
cases, according to RHAP pro-
gramme director Akoji.

The investigations conducted 
under RHAP are generating 
feedback and responses from 
the government and the com-
munity alike. Still, there remains 
the challenge of accessing data 
around governmental invest-
ments in primary healthcare, 
said Akoji.

The director added: “To enrich 
our stories, it is important to look 
at what the government claims it 
has spent on primary healthcare 
against the reality on ground. 
But it is often difficult to access 
the data – even as they ought to 
be publicly available.”

Government departments and 
agencies don’t always respond to 
freedom of information requests 
sent to them, either, Akoji noted. 
Regardless, RHAP is determined 
to fill this important void, hold-
ing the government accountable 
when it comes to its promises 
around health care.

Freelance Nigeria-based jour-
nalist Arinze Chijioke covers 
global health, climate change, 
environment, conflict, corrup-
tion, social justice, human rights, 
business and the economy.

ple of colour, the JournalismAI staff heavily encour-
aged diversity when accepting fellows.

“Our idea was that if we bring in people who are 
representative of major populations around the 
world, they could recognise the kind of biases that 
exist in current data sets,” said Sivadas.

She added: “Then, in the systems that they are 
building or developing right now with the fellow-
ship, they would be able to figure out where bias 
enters the development process, and mitigate that 
as well.”

The main goal of the fellowship is to create a soft-
ware incorporating AI to benefit the teams’ news-
rooms and newsrooms globally.

Unlike OpenAI or Google’s DeepMind, whose re-
search focuses on creating artificial general intelli-
gence – software that functions as an independent 
human brain – JournalismAI’s projects are all tools 
that require the input or supervision of human jour-
nalists.

Most of these projects seek to assist with one of 
the three areas in news that the 2019 JournalismAI 
report outlined: gathering information, producing 
content or distributing the finished content to an 
audience.

Each of these areas has exciting potentials for 
journalism. Newsgathering AI can identify trends 
and monitor the mention of issues or events, and 
source information, for example by collecting and 
citing articles from various news outlets that all dis-
cuss the same issue.

News production AIs, which work in content crea-
tion, can write bullet-pointed articles or reformat 
stories for different audiences in a fraction of the 
time it would take a human to do so.

Finally, news distribution AIs take input from con-
sumers to make news more impactful: finding likely 
audiences for an organisation’s content, tracking 
readers’ behaviour and personalising news flow for 
readers to see what they’re most interested in.
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The war in Ukraine has exerted upward pressure on prices of energy and other commodities particularly edible oil, wheat grain and 
fertilisers. FILE PHOTO

BUSINESS Balance of payments surplus 
declines by 72 per cent in July

 By Guardian Reporter

The overall balance of 
payments slowed by 72 
percent to a surplus of 
$126.4 million during the 

year ending July, lower than a surplus 
of $459.4 million in the preceding 
period, due to higher payments 
abroad, Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has 
reported.

During the year ending July 2022, 
the current account had a deficit 
of  $3,876.8 million compared to 
a deficit of  $1,860.6 million in the 
corresponding period in 2021, largely 
due to high imports bill.

According to Monthly Economic 
Review for August, imports of goods 
and services amounted $14,422.3 
million in the year ending July 2022 
up from $10,009.9 million in the year 
ending July 2021. 

Much increase was recorded in 
the imports of intermediate goods 
particularly white petroleum 
products, iron and steel and plastic 
items.

Imports of refined white petroleum 
products surged to $2,656.8 million 
from $1,476.4 million, driven by both 
price and volume effects.

The war in Ukraine exerted 
upward pressure on prices of energy 
and other commodities particularly 
edible oil, wheat grain and fertilizers. 

However, there was a notable 
decline in price of these commodities 
since May 2022, BoT says. 

Services payments rose to $2,080.5 
million from $1,339.5 million in the 
year to July 2021, driven by higher 
freight payments.

On monthly basis, services 
payments amounted to $213.9 million, 
up from $135.8 million in July 2021.

The primary income account 
deficit widened to $1,282.4 million 
in the year ending July 2022, from 
a deficit of $1,242.6 million in the 
corresponding period, due to higher 
interest payments. 

In July 2022, the deficit was $104 
million, slightly above USD 98.6 

Domestic bank’s credit increases by 22.6 pct  

  PERTH 

Graphite developer Black Rock Min-
ing’s Tanzanian subsidiary Faru Graph-
ite Corporation has struck a conditional 
framework agreement with US-based 
cleantech graphite processing compa-
ny Urbix.

Under the terms of the agreement, 
the two companies would collaborate 
on establishing a new supply chain for 
the US and European battery industry, 
which could potentially allow Black 
Rock to bring forward construction 
of the second module at its Mahenge 
graphite project.

The second module could be built 
concurrently with the first module, 
with Urbix providing or facilitating sub-
stantial pre-payment or equity support 
for exclusive offtake of all of the natural 
graphite fines from the second module.

“Signing this agreement with Urbix 
is potentially transformational in the 
context that we are developing an addi-
tional US and European option for the 
processing of Black Rock’s graphite into 
battery applications,” said Black Rock 
CEO John de Vries.

 “Increased geographic diversity of 
our supply chain allows us to be closer 
to our customers without the need 
to directly develop, fund and qualify 
downstream processing facilities. De-
veloping an option to step away from 
the conventional hydrofluoric acid 

route allows a low carbon and low 
chemical footprint brand to be devel-
oped in a market that is increasingly 
environmental, social and governance 
(ESG) differentiated.

“Importantly, Urbix’s technology 
will deliver significant environmental 
and economic benefits deploying our 
ESG footprint across the whole battery 
anode supply chain, further differen-
tiating our offering from competing 
brands.”

De Vries said that the potential to 
concurrently execute Module 1 and 
Module 2 provided significant leverage 
to Black Rock through securing econo-
mies of scale early in the project’s life.

“Doubling the size of the initial pro-
ject also approximately doubles our 
debt capacity, and combined with a 
substantial prepayment and/or equity 
support through Urbix, is expected to 
mean a similar company equity fund-
ing requirement to building Module 1 
only.

“This agreement is complementary 
to our existing agreement with POSCO 
for Module 1 in that it supports access to 
funding directed at supply chain diver-
sity not previously available. Being in a 
position to supply increased volumes 
of large flake is particularly beneficial 
in securing market share with Mahenge 
branded production a market that is in-
creasingly short of large flake,” he said.

It is possible to up Mahenge 
production, says Black Rock

 By Guardian Reporter

Total domestic credit, which com-
prised of credit extended to the pri-
vate sector and central government 
by the banking system, grew at an an-
nual rate of 22.6 percent in July 2022, 
compared with 8.9 percent in July 
2021, Bank of Tanzania (BoT) has re-
ported.

In its Monthly Economic Review for 
August, BoT says private sector credit 
continued to register strong growth 
at 20.1 percent, compared with 19.4 
percent in the preceding month and 
significantly higher than 4.1 percent in 
July 2021. 

The increase in private sector credit 
growth continues to be backed by im-
proved business environment in the 
country, recovery of private sector 
activities from the effects of COVID-19, 
and supportive fiscal and monetary 
policy conditions.

“During the year ending July 2022, 
all major economic activities record-
ed positive growth of credit, save for 
hotels and restaurants. It is worth not-
ing that credit extended to agriculture 
sector recorded the highest growth 
for the second consecutive month,” 
BoT says. 

Other economic activities that regis-
tered strong growth of credit include 
mining and quarrying, manufacturing 
and personal business undertakings. 

“Personal undertakings continued 
to account for a lion share at 38.3 per-
cent of outstanding credit, followed 
by trade, manufacturing and agricul-
ture activities,” it says.

BoT review shows agriculture re-
corded the highest credit growth with 
37.8 percent in July this year from a 
contraction of 7.3 percent in July last 
year, although was lower than 42.1 
percent during the year ending June 
this year.

Mining and quarrying recorded the 
second highest growth after attaining 
25.7 percent from 8.7 percent respec-
tively, following with manufacturing 
which grew by 31.6 percent in July this 
year from a contraction of 4.9 percent 
in July last year.

The dominant personal loan grew 
by 27 percent from 18.7 percent re-
spectively, a slight decrease from the 
growth of 27.6 percent recorded dur-
ing the year ending June.  The share of 
personal loans has remained largest 
at 38.3 percent, a slight increase from 
38.2 percent in June.

Credits to trade also recorded 
highest growth during the period 

Jeremy Awori scoops top 
job with Ecobank Group 

 LOME

The recruitment process for the new 
chief executive of the Lomé-based pan-
African Ecobank group is coming to an 
end. 

The appointment of Kenyan Jeremy 
Awori, who will succeed Ade Ayeyemi, 
is just waiting for the validation of 
the regulator, as revealed by Africa 
Business.

Awori has already tendered his 
resignation to its current employer, 
Absa Bank Kenya.

In a statement at the end of last week 
Absa’s Board of directors said Jeremy 
will be leaving the bank on October 31. 
He has served under the CEO position 
for almost 10 years, since June 2013.

The Board said in a statement that 
has already initiated the process of 
identifying a successor.

“Jeremy has been instrumental 
in driving significant growth and 
transformation of our business over the 
past decade and under his outstanding 
leadership, Absa Bank Kenya PLC has 
evolved into a modern-day business,” 
Charles Muchene, chairman of the 
Board said.

Before joining Absa, Jeremy was the 
CEO of Standard Chartered Tanzania 
from 2008 until 2013.

His name has been circulating 
in West African financial circles for 
several days. Kenyan Jeremy Awori is 
set to succeed Ade Ayeyemi as head of 
Ecobank Transnational Incorporated 
(ETI) – Africa Business+ was able to 
confirm the news on 8 September.

After a recruitment process 

conducted by the international firm 
Egon Zehnder, the choice of the 
board of Ecobank, which must still 
be validated by the regulator, is the 
51-year-old Kenyan Jeremy Awori. 
Contacted, the Lomé-based bank did 
not wish to comment.

Recruited in 2015, the Nigerian Ade 
Ayeyemi will leave his position at the 
end of this year. Awori will succeed 
him at the start of 2023. Formerly of 
Citigroup, Ade Ayeyemi has worked 
for the past eight years to turn around 
the pan-African group present in 33 
countries on the continent.

He took up his post in a context still 
marked by emblematic Arnold Ekpe, in 
2012, and by the difficult governance 
crisis that led to the abrupt departure 
of Ekpe’s successor, Thierry Tanoh.

Ayeyemi, a specialist in corporate 
banking, inherited a group whose 
net profit had fallen by 73% in 2015 
and which had suffered a net loss the 
following year (205 million dollars). 

As he hands over the reins, Ayeyemi 
will point to the fact that the institution 
has posted a net profit of $262m for the 
2021 financial year (of which $40m was 
distributed as a dividend).

While many analysts thought that his 
successor would be chosen internally, 
to ensure some continuity and 
capitalise on the newfound stability, 
the choice of Awori came as a surprise. 

Until now the managing director of 
Absa Bank Kenya (formerly Barclays 
Africa Group), a position from which 
he officially resigned on 8 September, 
Awori will have to definitively turn the 

reviewed at 15.2 percent in July this 
year from 5.4 percent in July last year, 
although slowed from a growth of 25 
percent during the year ending in June, 
2022.

The review shows credits to building 
and construction grew by 10 percent in 
July this year from a contraction of 8.6 
percent in July last year while credits 
to transport and communication grew 
by 5.8 percent from a contraction of 4.2 
percent respectively.

The review show, credits to hotels 
and restaurants continues to slowdown 
as the review show they contracted by 
6.1 percent during the year ending July 

this year from a growth of 9.2 percent in 
July last year.

BoT say the strong growth of credit 
was also attributed to additional mon-
etary policy measures that were rolled 
out by the Bank in July 2021 to support 
credit growth to agriculture activities.

Interest rates charged on loans by 
banks remained almost unchanged in 
July 2022, with overall lending rate av-
eraging 16.18 percent, compared with 
16.22 percent registered in the previous 
month and 16.57 percent in July 2021. 

Lending rate charged on prime cus-
tomers (negotiated lending rate) av-
eraged 14.23 percent compared with 

14.25 percent recorded in the previous 
month and 13.83 percent recorded in 
July 2021.

Likewise, deposits interest rates re-
mained virtually unchanged in July 
2022, with overall deposit rates aver-
aging at 7.56 percent, compared with 
7.35 percent recorded in the preceding 
month. 

However, the rate was slightly higher 
than 6.80 percent recorded in the cor-
responding period in 2021 (Table 2.3). 

Negotiated deposit rate averaged 9.78 
percent in July 2022, compared with 
9.43 percent in June 2022 and 9.17 per-
cent in July 2021.

million recorded in July 2021.
The review says the stock 

of foreign reserves was 
$5,378.1 million in July 2022 
sufficient to cover about 4.9 
months of projected imports 
of goods and services.

Meanwhile, exports 
of goods and services 
amounted to $11,226.5 
million during the year 
ending July 2022 from $8,927 
million in the corresponding 
period of 2021, driven by 
non-traditional exports and 
services receipts. 

Export of goods increased 
by 10 percent to $7,083 

million from $6,438.9 
million, with non-traditional 
exports rising by 9 percent. 

The increase was mainly 
in the exports of iron and 
steel, textiles, horticultural 
products, fish and fish 
products and maize. 

Earnings from gold which 
accounted for 38.3 percent of 
goods exports were $2,710.8 
million, lower than $2,990.5 
million in the corresponding 
period.

Exports of traditional 
goods amounted to USD 
750.6 million up from $593.7 
million. 

Exports of all traditional 
crops increased except for 
tea and cashew nuts. 

The increase is largely 
associated with higher prices 
in the world markets. 

On a monthly basis, 
traditional exports increased 
to $36.2 million from $23.4 
million in July 2021, while 
non-traditional exports were 
$546.6 million in July 2022, 
slightly lower compared to 
$570.7 million in July 2021.

Services receipts 
amounted to $4,143.5 million 
in the year ending July 2022 
almost double compared 

with $2,488.1 million in the 
corresponding period of 
2021, boosted by travel and 
transport receipts. 

Travel receipts edged up to 
$1,968.5 million from $929.5 
million, consistent with the 
rise in tourist arrivals by 72.4 
percent to 1,208,559. 

The high travel receipts 
signal the recovery of the 
tourism sector though still 
threatened by the war in 
Ukraine. 

On a monthly basis, 
services receipts were $487.5 
million, higher than $263.7 
million in July 2021.

Credit extended to agriculture recorded the highest growth for the second consecutive month. FILE PHOTO
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  NEW YORK

Another turbulent week in oil mar-
kets carried crude prices to their 
lowest point since January, with thin 
trading and a blurry outlook for sup-
ply and demand driving a fitful 30 
percent decline from this year’s highs. 

A 5.9 percent gain since Wednes-
day notwithstanding, the main US 
oil benchmark has shed about $35 a 
barrel since peaking above $122 three 
months ago. 

West Texas Intermediate closed 
Friday at $86.79. Brent crude futures, 
the primary international price gauge, 
ended at $92.84. 

Much like what happened on the 
way up early this year, the decline in 
prices has been intensified by height-
ened volatility and diminished liquid-
ity in the futures markets, which are 
meant to ease the movement of bar-
rels around the world.

Traders and analysts said that an 
overwhelming number of variables—
from calculating how much consump-
tion will be reduced by China’s Cov-
id-19 lockdowns to handicapping how 
many of Russia’s shunned barrels will 
make it to market—has made it unusu-
ally difficult to anticipate the direction 
of prices. 

Other examples of uncertainty 
looming over the market include how 
long the Biden administration will 
dip into the US Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve to boost domestic supply, 
whether sky-high natural-gas prices 
in Europe will prompt utilities to burn 
oil instead, and to what degree the Or-
ganization of the Petroleum Export-
ing Countries and its market allies are 
willing to throttle back output to sup-

port prices. 
A renewed nuclear deal between 

the U.S. and Iran could bring Iranian 
petroleum back to the market. Lately, 
fears of recession and reduced con-
sumption have overshadowed con-
cern about inadequate petroleum 
supplies and pushed prices lower. 

BofA Securities analysts laid out 
cases in a recent note to clients for oil 
prices to both rise and fall by as much 

as $20 over the next few months. 
“There is simply too much uncertain-
ty around fundamentals going into 
the winter,” they wrote. 

The unpredictability has boosted 
volatility, which has sent traders to 
the sidelines. Open interest, a meas-
ure of trading activity, has lately been 
about half what it was five years ago 
in the most active U.S. oil futures con-
tract and about 30% what it was last 

year.  
The decline in trades has reduced 

liquidity—the ability to carry out 
transactions at expected prices 
without causing big moves in prices 
or disorderly trading—in markets 
that were already hampered by thin 
trading and prone to wild swings, 
traders said.

Bernard Drury, chief executive of 
Drury Capital Inc., a commodities-
trading firm that uses momentum-
investing strategies that follow prices 
up and down, said that between oil 
that is about twice as expensive as it 
was before the pandemic and the add-
ed risk of elevated volatility, specula-
tors including him can’t take nearly as 
many positions in the futures market.

“We’ll trade maybe a third of the 
number of contracts we traded a 
couple of years ago and still get 
the same kind of risk exposure,” 
Mr. Drury said. “If everyone on the 
speculative side of things is acting like 
us, they might be participating more 
or less fully, but they’re trading fewer 
contracts.”

That has made it harder for busi-
nesses involved in producing, trans-
porting and consuming actual barrels 
of oil to find counterparties in trades 
that help them manage their own risk.

Korogwe residents encouraged to grow mushrooms
 By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Korogwe

K
OROGWE district commis-
sioner, Basila Mwanukuzi has 
called on residents within 
the district to start cultivating 

mushroom as commercial activity, be-
cause of its high demands in the markets.

DC Mwanukuzi made a call here while 
opening the workshop on how to cultivate 
mushroom organized by University of Dar 
es Salaam’s College of Natural and Allied 
Science, Department of Molecular Biology 
and Biotechnology.

She insisted that as agriculture is natu-
rally a wide sector, that employs large 
groups of people into various types of 
farming, mushroom farming is becoming 
another activity that will boost incomes of 
families that will transform lives of many 
people.

“I heard that there is a new method of 
cultivating mushroom that takes short 
time and small area where you can earn 
a lot of money.  My advice is that people 
should not ignore this opportunity be-
cause experts have brought wealth on 
your hands to grab,” she said.

For his side, Dr Juma Hussein, a lec-
turer from University of Dar Es Salaam, 
explained that according to various re-
searches there about 2,000 mushroom 
species that are currently cultivated for 
medicines and food purposes globally, 
while in Tanzania, there about 100 species 
that are cultivated in different regions.

He said statistically only 5,000 farm-
ers in Tanzania cultivate mushrooms, but 
many are not doing it commercially.

“The demands of mushrooms in the 

 By Correspondent Cheji 
Bakari,Tanga

THE number of tourists who 
visited Mkomazi National 
Park during the period ending 
in July this year increased 
compared with the period 
ended in July last year, with 
conservators saying was 
impacted by the Royal Tour 
Film.
The park which is vital 
sanctuary for two highly 
endangered species including 
charismatic black rhino and 
sociable African wild dog 
received 1,870 tourists in July 
and August this year from 
1,212 recorded in 2021.
Mkomazi National Park 
conservator Emmanuel 
Muirama told The Guardian 
that they expect number of 
tourists to increase later this 
year.
Mkomazi National Park was 
established in 1951 with an 
area of about 3,245 square 
kilometres. It is one of the 
Northern circuit tourist 
destinations.
 The birds of Mkomazi are 
even more numerous with 
over 400 recorded species. 
Doves, hornbills, weavers and 
guinea- fowl are all present in 
large numbers.
Mkomazi National Park is a 
magnificent, 3,245 square 
kilometer national park in 
northern Tanzania. The name 
was derived from Pare tribe’s 
word for “scoop of water” 
meaning little water as the 
area is too dry especially 
during the dry season.
The Mkomazi National Park 
is a spectacular wilderness. 
Within sight to the northwest 
is Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa’s 
highest summit. 
To the south, the Pare and 
Usambara Mountains form 
a dramatic backdrop and, 
to the north, Kenya’s vast 
Tsavo National Park shares a 
border with Mkomazi, making 
common ground for migratory 
herds of elephant, oryx and 
zebra during the wet season.

Visitors at 
Mkomazi 
National 
Park rise  
until July  

  CALIFORNIA

Apple has laid out its product roadmap 
for the next year on Sept 7, giving con-
sumers a look at its iPhone 14 and Apple 
Watch lineups, as well as a new pair of 
AirPods Pro. 

From Apple’s push to make its higher-
priced iPhones more appealing with 
unique designs and chips to its emer-
gency satellite connectivity and high-end 
Apple Watch Ultra, the tech titan’s lat-
est offerings should help drive product 
adoption among existing and new users.

“We believe Apple is expecting another 
heavy iPhone Pro and Pro Max mix shift, 
which is a clear positive for [average sell-
ing price] heading into FY23,” Wedbush 
analyst Dan Ives wrote in an investor 
note.

Despite rising inflation, Ives explained, 
there’s still plenty of demand for Apple’s 
iPhones. What’s more, the analyst says 
Apple will likely sell more than 220 mil-
lion phones in 2023. 

According to Gartner, the company 
sold 239 million phones in 2021.

“While the softer macro will clearly 
play a role in the demand story, we be-
lieve the baseline for ~220 million iPhone 
units in FY23 is likely a low bar given the 
pent up demand story that we are seeing 

globally for Apple,” Ives wrote.
It’s not just about Apple’s physical 

products, though. New hardware should 
push consumers into subscription ser-
vices, adding to a business that brought 
in some $68.4 billion in 2021, roughly 
18.7% of Apple’s $365.8 billion in total rev-
enue.

Apple kept the prices of its existing iP-
hones the same this year, but the compa-
ny is clearly pushing users to spend more 
on their phones.

Let’s start with the fact that the com-
pany ditched its entry-level iPhone mini, 
which cost $699. 

With the mini out of the picture, the 
new entry-level model is the $799 iP-
hone 14. Yes, that’s the same price as 
the iPhone 13 it replaces, but without 
the mini, you’re now being guided to a 
pricier phone. Then there’s the new $899 
iPhone 14 Plus.

Based on that pricing alone, it’s clear 
Apple is working to raise the average sell-
ing price of its smartphones.

Then there are the Pro models. Apple 
has made its iPhone Pros the top phones 
in its lineup for years by adding a third 
camera and improved displays. But for 
the iPhone 14, the company chose to give 
the Pros a new processor, while giving 
the non-Pro models the same processor 

as the iPhone 13.

The company also made big improve-
ments to the iPhone 14 Pro camera by 
adding a 48-megapixel sensor. It also 
introduced its new “Dynamic Island,” 
which, weird naming aside, provides 
some meaningful capabilities, including 
the ability to view timers, sports scores, 
and the music you’re listening to.

Those upgrades will make consumers 
with money to burn want to make the 
jump from the base iPhones to the Pros, 
driving up Apple’s average selling price 
and boosting revenue.

The $799 Apple Watch Ultra won’t be 
for everyone. It’s a larger watch, though 
not massive, with 36 hours of battery life 
and enhancements designed for extreme 
and endurance athletes. 

The Apple Watch SE and Apple Watch 
Series 8 will be the volume sellers of this 
generation, but the Ultra does serve one 
purpose — it will pull in owners of rugged 
watches produced by Garmin.

According to IDC, Apple controlled 
30.5% of the global smartwatch market 
in Q1 2022, up 6.6% year-over-year. 

If Apple can add those fitness enthusi-
asts to its own ranks, it will push its mar-
ket share even higher. That will help it 
continue to outpace rivals like Samsung, 

New products to boost Apple’s bottom line

Oil prices slump as recession fears grow

Mushrooms are a rich, low-calorie source of fibre, protein, and antioxidants. FILE PHOTO

The Apple Watch Series 8 gets a more powerful processor and new temperature sensor. 

The decline in oil prices has been intensified by diminished liquidity in futures markets.

market are so high compared to 
current production and one kilo-
gram stands at between 8,000/- to 
10,000/-,” he said.

“By taking into considerations 
in 2015, we started conducting 

researches of mushrooms from 
range of Usambara Mountains 
into Korogwe and Lushoto dis-
tricts respectively and we discov-
ered various species of wild mush-
room which are good for human 

consumption”.
“Mushrooms are rich in protein, 

oil, vitamin and other necessary 
nutrients for human healthy as 
well as livestock food.  Our mar-
keting research have found that 

there is high demand for mushrooms 
because of their wider usages,” insisted.

For her side Professor Donatha 
Tibuhwa head of Molecular Biology and 
Biotechnology Department at the Uni-
versity of Dar es Salaam said mushroom 
cultivation is type of farming that takes 
a short time and requires just a small 
area.

“We have come here to train you to 
transform from believing mushroom 
found in the wild can transform the 
lives of people while ensuring them 
with nutrition supplement,” he told at-
tended farmers.

Mushroom farming is now becoming 
a popular, commercial and job creator 
for farmers and traders in Tanzania.

The government and various non-
profit organisations are now touting 
commercial production of oyster mush-
rooms to increase incomes of the local 
farmers.

Mushrooms are a rich, low calorie 
source of fiber, protein, and antioxi-
dants.

They may also mitigate the risk of 
developing serious health conditions, 
such as, heart disease, cancer, and dia-
betes.

Mushrooms are also a good source of 
vitamin B, C, and D, including niacin, 
riboflavin, thiamine, and folate, and 
various minerals including potassium, 
phosphorus, calcium, magnesium, iron, 
and copper.

Mushrooms are also an essential part 
of the planet’s ecosystem and the life 
cycle as they recycle nutrients, keeping 
forests healthy.
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Oil, gas record $10bn in Merger and Acquisition deals
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09:00 Club 101 rpt
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 

12:30 	 Our earth
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  13 Sept
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Club 101 rpt
11:00 	 Al Jazeera
11:30 	 Monday agenda rpt
12:15	  Spots gazette
12:45	  Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	  Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 14 Sept
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Club 101 rpt
11:00 	 Al Jazeera
11:30	  Our earth
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 	 Turning the spotlight
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	  Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Lies that Bind
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  15 Sept
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00	  Club 101 rpt
11:00 	 Al Jazeera
11:30 	 Spots gazette
12:00	  Innovation
12:30	  Curinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Lies that Bind

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

MONDAY 3 May

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Isidingo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

 WASHINGTON

T
he last two energy crises that 
threatened hundreds of energy 
companies with bankruptcy have 
rewritten the oil and gas Merger & 

Acquisition playbook. 
Previously, oil and gas companies made 

numerous aggressive tactical or cyclical ac-
quisitions in the wake of a price crash after 
many distressed assets became available on 
the cheap. 

However, the 2020 oil price crash that sent 
oil prices into negative territory has seen 
energy companies adopt a more restrained, 
strategic, and environment-focused ap-
proach to cutting M&A deals.

It is, therefore, hardly surprising that Big Oil 
executives have been somewhat trigger-shy 
after the last M&A wave turned into a disaster 
for acquiring companies.

According to data released by energy ana-
lytics firm Enverus, US oil and gas dealmak-
ing contracted 65 percet Y/Y to $12 billion last 
quarter, a far cry from $34.8 billion recorded 
during last year’s corresponding period, as 
high commodity price volatility left buyers 
and sellers clashing over asset values.

“The spike in commodity prices that fol-
lowed Russia’s invasion of Ukraine temporari-
ly stalled M&A as buyers and sellers disagreed 
on the value of assets,” said Andrew Dittmar, 
a director at Enverus Intelligence Research.

Enervous has reported that deals by pri-
vate equity firms saw a significant uptick in 
the first quarter as they bought assets that oil 
companies deemed as non-core to their de-
velopment plans. These assets tended to lay 
outside oil-prolific areas like the Permian Ba-
sin of West Texas and New Mexico.

“Private equity still has dry powder for 
deals. They are using this to target assets be-
ing tagged as non-core by public companies. 
Once you step out of the core of the Permian 
Basin and a few other key areas, competition 
for deals drops, and these positions are often 
available at buyer-friendly price points. That 
said, private equity is still a net seller in the 
space and likely to remain so for the foresee-

  BEIJING

China has doled out tens of billions of dol-
lars in secretive “emergency loans” to coun-
tries at risk of financial crises in recent years, 
turning Beijing into a formidable competitor 
of the western-led IMF.

The bailouts represent a pivot from the 
huge infrastructure loans China has extended 
over nearly a decade as part of its $838bn Belt 
and Road Initiative, a programme that saw it 
eclipse the World Bank as the world’s biggest 
financer of public works.

Three of the largest recipients of China’s 
rescue lending have been Pakistan, Sri Lanka 
and Argentina, which together have received 
as much as $32.83bn since 2017, according to 
data compiled by AidData, a research lab at 
William & Mary, a university in the US. 

Other countries receiving rescue lending 
from Chinese state institutions included Ken-
ya, Venezuela, Ecuador, Angola, Laos, Suri-
name, Belarus, Egypt, Mongolia and Ukraine, 
according to AidData, which did not provide 
details for these countries.

Such credit is aimed at enabling countries 
to keep up payments on foreign debt and to 
continue buying imports, warding off balance 
of payments (BoP) distress that can develop 
into full-blown storms such as the 1997 Asian 
crisis and the Latin American crisis of the 
1980s. 

The IMF’s austere prescriptions in the af-
termath of the Asian crisis were deeply un-
popular, reinforcing a backlash against it that 
persists to this day.

Unlike the IMF, which announces the de-
tails of its credit lines, debt relief and restruc-
turing programmes to debtor countries, Chi-
na operates largely in secret. 

China’s financial institutions publish scant 
details of the credit it issues and Beijing does 
not predicate its lending on debt restructur-
ing or economic reforms in recipient coun-
tries, analysts said. 

In most cases, the objective of China’s 
emergency lending is to prevent defaults on 
infrastructure loans extended under the Belt 
and Road Initiative, analysts said.

“Beijing has tried to keep these countries 
afloat by providing emergency loan after 
emergency loan without asking its borrow-
ers to restore economic policy discipline or 
pursue debt relief through a co-ordinated re-
structuring process with all major creditors,” 
said Bradley Parks, executive director of Aid-
Data.

The AidData research lab maintains the 
world’s most comprehensive database on 

China’s global financing activities mostly by 
compiling data from countries that receive 
Chinese loans. The data set captures thou-
sands of loans from more than 300 Chinese 
government institutions and state-owned 
entities across 165 low- and middle-income 
countries.

Parks added that China’s approach often 
“postpones the day of reckoning”. 

“When Beijing acts as an alternative lender 
of last resort and bails out a distressed sov-
ereign without requiring economic policy 
discipline or pursuing a co-ordinated debt re-
scheduling with major creditors, it effectively 
kicks the can down the road and leaves it to 
others to solve the underlying solvency prob-
lem,” Parks said.

A study of the individual loans provided 
by Chinese financial institutions since 2017 
to Pakistan, a key participant in the Belt and 
Road Initiative, shows a drip-feed of support 
in the form of loans from state-owned banks 
and SAFE, the agency that controls Beijing’s 
$3tn stash of foreign exchange reserves. 

The terms on such loans are far from con-
cessionary, often building in a margin of about 
3 per cent above benchmark funding costs. In 
addition to these loans, the People’s Bank of 
China, the central bank, has a currency swap 
agreement with its Pakistan counterpart that 
allows Islamabad to draw down funds when 
it needs them, the AidData records show. The 
PBoC has declined to comment.

Commentators said China’s rescue lending 
risked prolonging and exacerbating debt dis-
tress and the crises that often follow in debtor 
nations. “I see these as a major impediment to 
crisis resolution,” said Gabriel Sterne, head of 
EM macro at Oxford Economics and a former 
senior economist at the IMF.

As Sri Lanka’s current financial meltdown 
demonstrates, Beijing’s support is sometimes 
insufficient, analysts said. “The suspicion is 
that countries seek out the loan to avoid going 
to the IMF, which demands painful reform,” 
Sterne added. “There may be circumstances 
in which the gamble for redemption works, 
but generally — as in the Sri Lankan case — 
it just makes the adjustment more painful 
when it actually happens.”

Sean Cairncross, former chief executive of 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation, a US 
government foreign aid agency that provides 
grant funding on condition of democratic 
governance and economic transparency, 
said China’s loans were provided in pursuit 
of long-term aims in competition with rival 
powers.

China issues $30bn 
in emergency loans

EQT Corp announced on 
Tuesday that it has agreed 
to acquire THQ Appala-
chia’s upstream assets and 
XcL Midstream’s gathering 
and processing assets for a 
combined $5.2B in cash and 

stock,
Owned by privately held 

gas producer Tug Hill Oper-
ating, THQ Appalachia and 
XcL Midstream are backed 
by equity commitments 
from funds managed by 

Quantum Energy Partners. 
CEO and founder of Quan-

tum Energy PartnersWil 
VanLoh is expected to join 
EQT’s board of directors af-
ter the merger. 

EQT has revealed that the 
assets acquired include 90K 
core net acres offsetting its 
existing core leasehold in 
West Virginia, producing 
800M cfe/day and expected 
to generate free cash flow at 
average natural gas prices 
above $1.35/MMBtu over the 
next five years. 

The company also dou-
bled its buyback program to 
$2B and said it is increasing 
its debt reduction plan by 
year-end 2023 to $4B from 
$2.5B.

EQT has been one of the 
Shale Patch’s most active 
dealmakers, buying up assets 
and companies around the 
Marcellus in a bid to consoli-
date the company’s position. 

Last year, the company 
bought rival Marcellus pro-
ducer Alta Resources for 
$2.92bn. EQT CEO Toby 
Rice’s bet has paid off this 

year as natural gas prices 
have soared to their highest 
levels in more than a decade.

Oil and gas mineral and 
Royalty Company Sitio Roy-
alties Corp is headed for a 
merger with Brigham Miner-
als in an all-stock deal with 
an aggregate enterprise val-
ue of $4.8B thus creating one 
of the largest publicly traded 
mineral and royalty compa-
nies in the United States.

The deal will become one 
of the largest tie-ups in the 
U.S. oil patch this year, and 
comes in a period of elevated 
oil prices.

Like the rest of the indus-
try, Sitio and Brigham have 
seen both their top-and bot-
tom-lines expand at a brisk 
clip on the back of rising oil 
prices. Combining the two 
companies will allow the 
new entity to achieve signifi-
cant economies of scale and 
become a leader in the min-
erals-rights industry.

The merger will create 
a company with compli-
mentary high-quality assets 
in the Permian Basin and 

other oil-focused regions. 
The combined company will 
have nearly 260K net royalty 
acres, 50.3 net line-of-sight 
wells operated by a well-cap-
italized, diverse set of E&P 
companies, and pro-forma 
Q2 net production of 32.8K 
boe/day.

The deal is also expected 
to bring in $15 million in an-
nual operational cash cost 
synergies.

Sitio and Brigham share-
holders will receive 54 per-
cent and 46 percent of the 
combined company, respec-
tively, on a fully diluted ba-
sis. Sitio Royalties recently 
reported Q2 net income of 
$72M on revenues of $88M.

Mineral owners receive a 
12.5 percent to 20 percent cut 
of the oil and gas pumped on 
their land in the form of roy-
alty payments. They don’t 
control the pace of develop-
ment, but also aren’t on the 
hook for drilling or overhead 
costs, either, meaning they 
directly reap the benefits of 
high commodity prices.

EQT Corp buys rival THQ Appalachia and XcL Midstream’s assets for $5.2 billion. FILE PHOTO

able future given the number of investments 
outstanding and how long that capital has 
been deployed,” Dittmar has remarked.

Still, dealmaking in the U.S. oil and gas in-
dustry remains alive and well, with energy 
executives still cutting significant deals. Here 
are the more notable ones.

EQT Corp Buys Rival THQ Appalachia and 
XcL Midstream’s Assets For $5.2B

Back in May, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania oil 
and gas producer EQT Corporation (NYSE: 
EQT) unveiled a plan to produce more liq-
uified natural gas (LNG) by dramatically in-
creasing natural gas drilling in Appalachia 
and around the country’s shale basins, as 
well as pipeline and export terminal capac-
ity, which it said would not only boost the 
United States’ energy security but also help 
break the global reliance on coal and on 
countries like Russia and Iran.

Well, EQT is moving fast to realize its LNG 
ambitions: confirming earlier speculation, 
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WORLD
BALMORAL

 Queen Elizabeth’s coffin began a six-hour 
journey from her home in the Scottish Highlands 
to Edinburgh yesterday, as crowds lined the 
roads to pay tribute to the monarch in the first 
of a series of solemn events leading up to her fu-
neral on Sept 19.

At 10 am (0900 GMT), Elizabeth’s oak coffin, 
which had been in the ballroom of Balmoral Cas-
tle covered with the royal standard of Scotland 
and with a wreath of flowers on top, was placed 
in a hearse by six gamekeepers.

Shortly afterwards, the hearse emerged from 
the gates of Balmoral to head towards the Scot-
tish capital. The queen died at her summer resi-
dence on Thursday aged 96, after 70 years on the 
throne.

Her death has drawn tears, sadness and warm 
tributes, not just from the queen’s own close fam-
ily and many in Britain, but also from around the 
globe - reflecting her presence on the world stage 
for seven decades.

Elizabeth Alexander, aged 69 and born on the 
day the queen was crowned in 1953, was waiting 
in the nearby village of Ballater to see the coffin 
go by.

“I think it will be very emotional for anyone 
saying goodbye, you don’t know how you to 
know how you’re going to feel when you see it,” 
she said.

“It’s like a family member, it overwhelms - the 
sadness - that she’s not going to be with us.”

The queen came to the throne following the 
death of her father King George VI on Feb 6, 1952, 

when she was just 25. Her coronation took place 
a year later.

Accompanied by the queen’s daughter, Prin-
cess Anne, the cortege will slowly make its way 
from the remote castle, winding through small 
towns and villages to Edinburgh where the coffin 
will be taken to the throne room of the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse.

The slow cortege is the first of a series of events 
leading up to the state funeral in London. Tens of 
thousands have gathered at royal palaces in the 
days since Elizabeth’s death to leave flowers and 
to pay their respects.

“I know how deeply you, the entire nation - and 
I think I may say the whole world - sympathize 
with me in the irreparable loss we have all suf-
fered,” her son King Charles said at a ceremony 
on Saturday.

Charles became king immediately after his 
mother’s death but was officially proclaimed the 
new monarch at the ceremony.

While Elizabeth’s death was not totally un-
expected given her age, the fact her health had 
been deteriorating and the passing of her hus-
band of 73 years Prince Philip last year, there was 
still a sense of shock at the news.

“We all thought she was invincible,” her grand-
son Prince William, now the heir to the throne, 
told a well-wisher on Saturday as he met crowds 
at Windsor castle. 

Funeral
Elizabeth’s funeral will take place at London’s 

Westminster Abbey and Sept 19 will be a pub-
lic holiday in Britain, officials announced. US 

Queen Elizabeth’s coffin begins 
slow journey to Edinburgh

 Washington

The moon has turned out to be 
a muse, making the US and Chi-
nese embassies do the same thing 
when it’s full this month: observ-
ing Mid-Autumn Festival.

The festival, observed accord-
ing to the lunar calendar, falls on 
Sept 10 this year. 

“To honor this traditional fes-
tival, members of the US diplo-
matic community in Beijing made 
this video of the classic Mid-Au-
tumn Festival poem written by 
the famous poet Su Shi in 1076,” 
US Ambassador Nicholas Burns 
said on Twitter on Friday.

In the video, Burns leads the 
recital of “the best poem on the 
mid-autumn by any poet” by 
beginning the first two lines in 
Chinese, with English subtitles: 
When does a crisp full moon ap-
pear? Wine in hand, I ask heaven.

Seven of his colleagues at the 
embassy finished reading the 
poem in Mandarin, some of them 
seemed to be at the very early 
stage of learning the language, 
but they managed to get Su’s mes-
sage through perfectly clear:

“Dim and shine, wax and wane 
as moon,

Nothing ever to heart’s con-
tent.-

May we live a long life,
Share the same moon though 

thousand miles apart.”

After this poem was written, 
critics believed all the other po-
ems on the harvest moon could 
be forgotten, Chinese writer and 
inventor Lin Yutang (1895-1976) 
wrote in The Gay Genius, a biog-
raphy of Su Shi.

After the poem was read and 
posted online, it was viewed 
more than 100,000 times on the 
embassy’s WeChat account, and 
127,000 times on Twitter as of Sat-
urday evening.

“I want to say as an American in 
China how much I appreciate see-
ing actual diplomacy in action. 
So important to keep commu-
nication between our countries 
open for improved understand-
ing. Thank you Ambassador, and 
best wishes to all my Chinese and 
American friends during the holi-
day,” Peter Jolicoeur, a Shanghai-
based aviation consultant, wrote 
on Twitter after watching the 
video. 

While the US embassy marked 
the festival by savoring the food 
on thought, the Chinese embassy 
had a savory way to observe the 
Mid-Autumn Festival: making 
mooncakes, the traditional deli-
cacy reserved for Aug 15 on the 
lunar calendar.

Nearly 200 people, mostly 
students from Sidwell Friends 
School, their teachers and family 
were invited to the embassy in 

Washington to learn how to make 
mooncakes from rows of colorful 
ingredients and pastries.

In addition to the savors, the 
guests watched tea ceremonies, 
and performances of Chinese folk 
music, dance and martial arts. 

They also had a chance to try 
on calligraphy, paper-cuts and 
paint Peking Opera makeups and 
classic round fans.

Ambassador Qin Gang, who 
made mooncakes with a group 
of students at a table, said China’s 
Mid-Autumn Festival is similar to 
America’s Thanksgiving Day. It 
stands for harvest.

The festival also stands for re-
union, being known as the “Reun-
ion Festival”.

On this day, Chinese fami-
lies would get together to share 

mooncakes, recite Chinese po-
ems like “Though thousands of 
miles apart, we share the same 
beautiful moon”, and tell the fairy 
tale about Chang’e flying to the 
moon.

“What we express is a hope 
and pursuit of reunion and hap-
piness, and our thoughts of our 
loved ones who are not with us,” 
he said.

At Saturday’s event, two US stu-
dents recited Night Thoughts, an-
other famous moon-related poem 
by renowned poet Li Bai of the 
Tang Dynasty (618-907).

The performance won ap-
plause from other students, who 
recited in choirs the famous lines 
from the poem by Su Shi:

“May we live a long life,
Share the same moon though 

thousand miles apart.”
		  Xinhua

Chinese, US embassies share joys of festival

Dehua County of Quanzhou, 
southeast China’s Fujian province, is 
known for the production of white 
porcelain, one of the most important 
pieces of merchandise on the Mari-
time Silk Road.

In 2006, Dehua white porcelain 
was listed as a Chinese national in-
tangible cultural heritage.

Over recent years, Dehua County 
has dug into the cultural connotation 
of white porcelain and vigorously ad-
vanced cultural relics protection.

Zheng Jiongxin, curator of the De-
hua Ceramics Museum, introduced 
that among the 22 UNESCO World 
Heritage sites in Quanzhou, two are 
klin sites in Dehua, where six furnac-
es were excavated and over 10,000 

porcelain specimens produced be-
tween the Song Dynasty (960-1279) 
and the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) 
were unearthed.

Porcelain culture needs more than 
protection. It shall be carried for-
ward. Dehua craftsmen have always 
been proud of their porcelain mak-
ing skills. At present, there are 19 
organizations in the county aiming 
at passing on the intangible cultural 
heritage. 

The great atmosphere of porce-
lain culture in Dehua attracts many 
enthusiasts for porcelains. In Dehua 
county’s Shigu and Xianjing villages, 
there are currently over 100 porce-
lain workshops started by porcelain-
loving entrepreneurs from across 

China. 
Besides, Dehua County has built an 

industrial park of cultural products 
for young artists. So far, the industri-
al park has been joined by 64 profes-
sionals, including over 20 porcelain 
masters at provincial level.

With the support of relevant par-
ties, traditional handicrafts are see-
ing innovative development and in-
dustrial upgrading. 

Xu Ruifeng, the sixth-generation 
inheritor of “Xu-school” porcelain 
making, which has a history of more 
than two centuries, has developed a 
type of red-glazed porcelain dubbed 
“China red.” Young artist Lian Zihua, 
inspired by thangka, a Tibetan Bud-
dhist painting on cotton, invented a 

new form of Dehua porcelain called 
“Jicai,” which means “extreme col-
ors.”

The industrial chain of Dehua por-
celain is restructuring. For instance, 
a cultural product industrial park in 
Dehua has partnered with over 100 
designers and some 20 porcelain fac-
tories. General manager Xu Haiyan of 
the industrial park told People’s Daily 
that trendy Chinese-style cartoons 
and illustrations popular on social 
media can soon be turned into deli-
cate and fashionable porcelain prod-
ucts in Dehua county.

Besides, the porcelain industry of 
Dehua is also contributing to rural 
vitalization. In Zengban village of 
Shangyong township of Dehua, doz-

ens of ancient residential buildings 
have been transformed into practice 
bases of art schools and colleges, 
and the sites of ancient klins, roads 
and corridors are also repaired and 
protected. Recently, a porcelain gal-
lery that displays 288 Chinese family 
names with porcelains opened to the 
public in the village.

Dehua’s porcelain industry report-
ed revenue of 45.9 billion yuan ($6.65 
billion) last year. To better introduce 
the porcelain culture to the outside 
world, Dehua has revitalize nearly 
1,000 local porcelain workshops and 
galleries. It has also developed eight 
porcelain factories for tourism and 
over 300 companies making porce-
lain souvenirs. 

At present, 70 percent of the porce-
lain products manufactured in Dehua 
are exported to over 190 countries 
and regions. The county has estab-
lished long-term partnerships with 
a dozen foreign artists, and many 
renowned brands from home and 
abroad are negotiating with it over 
the production of porcelain prod-
ucts. The porcelain versions of Bing 
Dwen Dwen and Shuey Rhon Rhon, 
mascots of the Beijing 2022 Winter 
Olympics and Paralympics, were pro-
duced in Dehua.

Today, Dehua porcelain artists are 
seeking innovation of Dehua white 
porcelain while inheriting traditional 
techniques and skills. 

		   People’s Daily

Porcelain culture well protected, inherited in Dehua, Fujian province

President Joe Biden said he would 
be there, although full details of the 
event and the attendees have not yet 
been released.

Before that, her coffin will be flown 
to London and there will be a sombre 
procession when it is later moved 
from Buckingham Palace to Westmin-
ster Hall where it will lie in state for 
four days.

In 2002 more than 200,000 people 
queued to pay their respects to Eliza-
beth’s mother while her coffin lay in 
state and aides have previously said 
there is an expectation that millions 
may want to visit.

“It goes without saying that we can 
expect large numbers of people,” a 
spokesperson for Prime Minister Liz 
Truss told reporters.

Truss, whose appointment as 
prime minister on Tuesday was the 
queen’s last public act, will join King 
Charles as both the new head of state 
and prime minister tour the four na-
tions of the United Kingdom in the 
next few days. 

Charles, 73, is now the 41st monarch 
in a line that traces its origins to the 
Norman King William the Conqueror 
who captured the English throne in 
1066.

He is king and head of state not 
only of the United Kingdom but of 14 
other realms including Australia, Can-
ada, Jamaica, New Zealand and Papua 
New Guinea.

Elizabeth’s death has capped a dif-
ficult couple of years for the royal 
family, including the death last year 
of Elizabeth’s husband Prince Philip.

Andrew, second son of the late 
queen and reputed to have been her 
favourite child, stepped down from 
royal duties in 2019 after a disastrous 
TV interview in which he had hoped 
to clear his name over his relation-
ship to the late US financier and sex 
offender Jeffrey Epstein.

Her grandson Prince Harry and his 
wife Meghan stepped down from roy-
al life in 2020 to move to California.

Harry and Meghan have been al-
ienated from the rest of the family 
since, with Harry and brother William 
said to be barely on speaking terms. 
But the death of their grandmother 
seemed to help heal the rift, as they 
appeared together with their wives 
outside Windsor Castle to meet the 
crowds on Saturday.

A royal source described it as an im-
portant show of unity at an incredibly 
difficult time for the family.

MOSCOW

Li Zhanshu, chairman of China’s National People’s Con-
gress (NPC) Standing Committee, paid an official goodwill 
visit to Russia from Wednesday to Saturday, at the invitation 
of Chairman of the Russian State Duma Vyacheslav Volodin. 

During his visit, Li met with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin in the country’s far eastern city of Vladivostok, held 
talks with Volodin and Russian Federation Council Speaker 
Valentina Matviyenko respectively in Moscow, and also met 
with leaders of the five State Duma factions. 

When meeting with the Russian president, Li conveyed 
cordial greetings and best wishes from Chinese President Xi 
Jinping to Putin. He said that under the strategic guidance 
and personal efforts of President Xi and President Putin, the 
China-Russia comprehensive strategic partnership of coor-
dination for a new era has maintained a strong momentum 
of development.

Political mutual trust, strategic coordination and pragmat-
ic cooperation between the two countries have reached an 
unprecedented level, setting a good example of good-neigh-
borly friendship and win-win cooperation between major 
countries and neighboring countries, Li said.

Both China and Russia are at a critical historical stage of 
development and revitalization, enjoying great potential 
and broad prospects for cooperation, Li said.

China is willing to continue to work with Russia to firmly 
support each other on issues concerning each other’s core 
interests and major concerns, implement the Global Devel-
opment Initiative and Global Security Initiative put forward 
by President Xi, and turn high-level political mutual trust 
into more pragmatic cooperation results, Li said.

The top Chinese legislator said he firmly believes that un-
der the leadership of President Xi and President Putin, the 
two sides will raise the bilateral ties to a new level and will 
follow the development path in line with their national con-
ditions and achieve the great goals of their respective devel-
opment and national rejuvenation.

Li also congratulated Russia on successfully hosting the 
7th Eastern Economic Forum and briefed on the upcoming 
20th National Congress of the Communist Party of China.

Putin asked Li to convey his best wishes to President Xi. He 
said that the Russia-China comprehensive strategic partner-
ship of coordination for a new era is special and important, 
and that the Russian side is satisfied with bilateral relations 
and cooperation with China in various fields. 

Russia-China trade, especially against the backdrop of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, has shown a sound momentum of 
growth, Putin said, expressing his belief that the two sides 
will achieve greater goals of cooperation in this area.

More exchanges between the Russian and Chinese legisla-
tures will play a positive role in promoting the development 
of bilateral relations, Putin said. He also wished the 20th Na-
tional Congress of the Communist Party of China a success.

During his talks with Volodin and Matviyenko, Li said that 
the important task of cooperation between the legislative 
bodies of China and Russia is to promote the implementa-
tion of the important consensus reached by the two heads of 
state and provide legal protection for the healthy and stable 
development of bilateral relations.

The NPC will continue to deepen exchanges and coopera-
tion with the Russian State Duma and Federation Council, 
tap the potential of the mechanism for regular exchanges, 
maintain a good momentum of high-level exchanges, and 
promote exchanges among friendship groups and special 
committees, Li said.

Li said that the NPC is ready to work with the two institu-
tions to create a favorable environment for practical coop-
eration through legislation as well as examination and ap-
proval of treaties and agreements. 

He added that the two sides should strengthen exchanges 
of experience on national governance and legislation re-
garding fighting against external interference, sanctions and 
long-arm jurisdiction, among others.

Li thanked the Russian side for firmly supporting China on 
the Taiwan question.

Both Volodin and Matviyenko once again condemned 
Speaker of the US House of Representatives Nancy Pelosi’s 
visit to China’s Taiwan region, saying that Russia firmly ad-
heres to the one-China policy and is willing to deepen coop-
eration with China on the basis of mutual respect, equality 
and mutual benefit. 			   Xinhua

Top Chinese legislator pays 
official goodwill visit to Russia

A picture of Britain’s Queen Elizabeth II is seen amongst flowers put down by well-
wishers outside of Buckingham Palace in London on Saturday, two days after she died at 
the age of 96.  AFP

Chinese Ambassador to the United States Qin Gang makes mooncakes with a 
group of US students at the embassy on Saturday to mark Mid-Autumn Festival. 

Li Zhanshu, chairman of China’s National People’s Congress (NPC) 
Standing Committee, meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin 
in Russia’s far eastern city of Vladivostok, Sept 7, 2022.   XINHUA

They also had a 
chance to try on 
calligraphy, paper-
cuts and paint Peking 
Opera makeups and 
classic round fans
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WINDSOR

 Prince Harry and his wife Meghan 
joined William and wife Kate on a 
walkabout among crowds near Wind-
sor Castle on Saturday following the 
death of their grandmother Queen 
Elizabeth, raising the prospect of a 
rapprochement between the broth-
ers.

The two sons of King Charles, once 
so close after the death of their moth-
er Diana in a Paris car crash in 1997, 
have fallen out in recent years after 
Harry and Meghan gave up their roy-
al titles to move to the United States. 

The couple had been in Britain on 
a brief visit when the queen, Britain’s 
longest reigning monarch, died on 
Thursday.

Like other senior members of the 
royal family, Harry rushed to be by 
the queen’s side as she deteriorated 
at Balmoral Castle in Scotland, and 
a spokesperson for the heir to the 
throne said an invitation for the 
Windsor walk had been extended by 
William.

A royal source described it as an 
important show of unity at an incred-
ibly difficult time for the family. They 
emerged from the same car, all wear-
ing black.

The two couples did not interact 
much during the 40 minute walk-
about near one of the queen’s favor-
ite English homes, as they stopped to 
read messages left among the flow-
ers, and shake hands and chat with 
the thousands of people lining the 
Long Walk.

“I think that really just sort of draws 
a line under what’s happened histori-
cally, and it’s a really strong sense 
of unity I think for the royal family. 
It was really lovely to see,” said Raj 
Kaur, 41, who was in the crowd.

Prince Harry, Meghan join William and Kate on Windsor walkabout

At one point Meghan was hugged by a woman in the 
crowd while others stretched to shake hands and talk to 
the four royals in the early evening. William spent some 
time bending down chatting to children, while Kate and 
Harry accepted flowers and messages of encouragement 
from those in the crowd. 

Royal observers had been looking for signs of a detente 
amid the pomp and ceremony of a period of national 
mourning and Elizabeth’s state funeral. 

On Friday Charles used his first address to the nation as 
king to express his “love for Harry and Meghan as they con-
tinue to build their lives overseas”.

He also bestowed on William and daughter-in-law Kate 
the titles of Prince and Princess of Wales, which he and his 
late wife Diana previously held.

William was heard telling one well-wisher that the days 

BRUSSELS

The energy ministers of the Europe-
an Union (EU) member states on Friday 
agreed a common position on tempo-
rary emergency measures to curb ener-
gy prices, according to senior officials.

They have tasked the European Com-
mission to present “a robust and tangi-
ble proposal in a matter of days,” Czech 
Minister of Industry and Trade Jozef 

Sikela said after the extraordinary En-
ergy Council meeting in Brussels. “We 
will do whatever it takes to help our 
citizens and companies who are facing 
high energy prices,” he said. 

The ministers identified four main 
areas where the member states expect 
the Commission to act, including cap-
ping the revenues of electricity pro-
ducers that face low production costs, 
a possible price cap on gas, measures 

for a coordinated electricity demand 
reduction across the EU, and measures 
that would help to solve the issue of de-
creased liquidity.

EU’s Energy Commissioner Kadri 
Simson told journalists after the meet-
ing that “There is no one solution that 
will significantly lower energy prices 
and ensure our security of supply.” 
“We need to keep up our work and our 
determination on all fronts: diversifica-

tion of supplies, demand reduction and 
investments in renewables,” she said. 
Simson said that the EU was working bi-
laterally with its trading partners to ne-
gotiate more affordable prices. She ac-
knowledged that nothing was decided 
yet and said that “we will be proposing 
unprecedented measures next week.” 
The ministers may meet again later this 
month to discuss and adopt the final 
plans. 			   Xinhua

EU nations agree joint approach on energy prices

From left) Britain’s Catherine, Princess of Wales; Britain’s William, Prince of Wales; Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex; and Meghan, Duchess 
of Sussex; on the Long Walk at Windsor Castle on Saturday, before meeting well-wishers.   AFP

following the queen’s death had been “so surreal”.
“We all thought she was invincible,” he said.
Asked by someone else in the crowd how his children, 

George, 9, Charlotte, 7, and Louis, 4, who all started at a new 
school on the day the queen died - were coping, he replied: 
“The kids are well, thank you. They are good. Not ideal to 
start new schools with everything happening.”

Under royal rules, the monarch’s grandchildren are au-
tomatically eligible to become princes or princesses of the 
realm, so now that Harry’s father Charles is king, his chil-
dren, Archie, 3, and Lilibet, 1, can receive those titles. Lilibet 
was named after the queen’s childhood nickname.

It is not clear whether they will take the titles.
“At the moment we’re focused on the next 10 days. As and 

when we get information, we will update the (royal) web-
site,” a spokesperson for Charles told reporters.

					     Agencies

China’s Chongqing municipal-
ity and Wuhan, Hubei province 
recently kicked off commercial 
operation of fully unmanned au-
to-driving business, allowing au-
topilot robotaxis - without human 
safety operator in the passenger 
seat - to offer ride-hailing services 
on open roads.

It is not the first policy support-
ing the auto-driving business is-
sued by China in the recent days.

On Aug. 1, the country’s first reg-
ulation tailored for smart and con-
nected vehicle management went 
into force in Shenzhen, south Chi-
na’s Guangdong province. In July, 
Beijing issued permits to services 
providers that allow autopilot ve-
hicles with a human safety opera-
tor in the passenger seat to collect 
fares.

These supporting policies dem-
onstrated the country’s confi-
dence in and expectation for Chi-
nese autopilot technology.

Chinese tech giant Baidu, as 
well as autonomous vehicle tech-
nology companies Pony.ai and 
WeRide have been running com-
mercial auto-driving business at 
different levels in a number of 
Chinese cities.

Chongqing citizens are now 
able to hail driverless vehicles 
on Apollo Go, an robotaxi hailing 
app developed by Baidu. Apollo 
Go’s robotaxis are equipped with 
laser radars on the rooftop, and 
they are able to carry passengers 
to destinations safely.

Apollo Go robotaxis would 
give way to pedestrians crossing 
the street when driving at night. 
When making a left turn at inter-
sections, they would make sure 
that the oncoming lanes are clear. 
Besides, they are able to maintain 
a constant speed in heavy traffic.

Auto-driving technology leads 
to safer roads, smoother traffic

Photo shows an in-service auto-driving robotaxi of Baidu’s Apollo Go in Yongchuan district, southwest China’s Chongqing municipality, Aug. 
13, 2022. (Photo by Rong Zengfu/People’s Daily Online)

TEHRAN / DUBAI

Iran on Saturday condemned the 
new US sanctions against its intel-
ligence ministry, which has been ac-
cused of launching an alleged cyber-
attack on Albania.

“This new sanctions label, just like 
the previous illegal US sanctions 
against the Intelligence Ministry, will 
never be able to create the slightest 
upset in the determination of the se-
curity servants of the Iranian people,” 
Nasser Kanaani, spokesman of the Ira-
nian Foreign Ministry, said in a state-
ment. 

The US Treasury Department on 
Friday imposed sanctions on Iran’s 
Intelligence Ministry and its Minister 
Esmail Khatib, citing alleged cyberat-
tacks by Tehran on the Albanian gov-
ernment in July.

On Wednesday, Albania severed 
diplomatic relations with Iran. The 
United States supported Albania’s 
move and vowed to take action in 
response to the alleged attack on its 
NATO ally.

Kanaani said that Washington is 
the “designer of this scenario” and Ti-
rana is only a victim of Washington’s 
scheme.

He blamed the United States for, 
what he called, forcing Albania to host 
an Iranian “terrorist sect,” referring to 
the Mujahedin-e Khalq Organization 
(MKO).

For years, America has provided 
the MKO with all-out support besides 

training and arming it in the field of 
cyberspace, said Kanaani, adding 
that this organization has “constantly 
served and still serves as a tool in the 
hands of America to carry out acts of 
terror, cyberattacks, and wage psy-
chosocial war against the Iranian gov-
ernment and nation.”

Kanaani said the US government’s 
move to instrumentalize the MKO, 
which he said has the blood of over 
17,000 Iranian civilians and states-
men on its hands, is “a clear example 
of organized support for terrorism” 
against Iran.

Iran will use all its capacities within 
the framework of international law 
to realize the rights of the nation and 
defend itself against this sinister con-
spiracy, he added. 

Also on Saturday, the Iranian state 
news agency IRNA reported that 
Iran’s elite Revolutionary Guards have 
seized a foreign vessel in the Gulf for 
allegedly smuggling 757,000 litres of 
diesel out of the country.

 The unnamed vessel’s seven crew 
members, who are foreign nation-
als, have been handed over to legal 
authorities, IRNA reported without 
elaborating on the nationalities of the 
ship or its crew.

Iran, which has some of the world’s 
cheapest fuel prices due to heavy 
subsidies and the plunge in value of 
its national currency, has been fight-
ing rampant fuel smuggling by land to 
neighboring countries and by sea to 
Gulf Arab states.

Iran condemns US sanctions 
against its intelligence ministry

SYDNEY

King Charles was officially pro-
claimed head of state of both Australia 
and New Zealand at ceremonies yes-
terday in the nations’ capitals.

In New Zealand, the proclamation of 
Charles as monarch, taking over from 
Queen Elizabeth who died on Thurs-
day aged 96, took place in the parlia-
ment in Wellington. 

Speaking from parliament’s steps, 
Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern said 
the event acknowledged the queen’s 
son, “His Majesty King Charles III as 
our sovereign”.

Ardern told a crowd that in the wake 
of the queen’s death, New Zealand had 
entered a time of change.

“King Charles ... has consistently 
demonstrated his deep care for our 
nation,” she said. “This relationship is 
deeply valued by our people. I have no 
doubt it will deepen.”

In Australia, Governor General Da-
vid Hurley, the British monarch’s rep-
resentative in Australia, proclaimed 
King Charles as head of state at Parlia-
ment House in Canberra. The procla-
mation was marked by a 21-gun salute.

The British monarch is the head of 
state in Australia as well as New Zea-

land, among 14 realms outside the 
United Kingdom, although the role is 
largely ceremonial.

Earlier, Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese said a national day 
of mourning for the queen would take 
place on Sept 22, with the day to be a 
public holiday.

Albanese said he would travel to 
London on Thursday, attend the 
queen’s funeral on Sept. 19 then return 
to Australia on Sept 21.

“Then the National Day of Mourning 
and the memorial service is set to be 
the day after,” he told ABC television.

“That’s to allow people to pay their 
respects for the passing of Queen Eliz-
abeth,” the prime minister said.

Albanese said Australia had offered 
to fly 10 of his Pacific Island counter-
parts and New Zealand dignitaries to 
Britain for the queen’s funeral.

Asked about how Australians would 
view the new monarch, Albanese said 
King Charles would have to “forge his 
own path”.

As a mark of respect, national flags 
in Australia are at half mast, parlia-
ment has been suspended and a giant 
portrait of the queen was displayed on 
the sails of the Sydney Opera House.

			   Agencies

King Charles proclaimed 
monarch of Australia, NZ

Pony.ai is now testing its autopilot car-hail-
ing services in a pilot area of auto-driving in 
Yizhuang, Beijing. Its vehicles make decisions 
based on actual traffic conditions and running 
speed. For instance, they can overtake the ve-
hicles that are running slowly in front of them, 
and in another scenario where the traffic sig-
nal goes yellow and there’s no vehicle around, 
Pony.ai robotaxis would go through the inter-
section at a constant speed rather than slam-
ming on the brakes.

Robotaxis have a great performance even 
when it’s raining or dark, as they have their 
“visions” - laser radars, cameras and millim-
eter-wave radars. With the equipment, they 
are better than human drivers at recognizing 
and tracking barriers, and comprehending 
traffic information. They can “see” their sur-
roundings clearly in different road conditions, 
weathers and environments. Even in extreme 
weathers, they can drive safely.

There are even “drivers” standing by in con-
trol rooms that would take over the robotaxis 
and control them via 5G network when emer-
gencies happen.

Vice president of Pony.ai Zhang Ning told 
People’s Daily that robotaxis consider safety, 
efficiency and comfort when making deci-
sions on roads. With deep-learning algorithms, 
great engineering design, big data and system 
optimization, some auto-driving vehicles are 
even more skilled than experienced drivers. 
They perform well even in dangerous but rare 
scenarios.

At present, Baidu has a testing fleet of over 
500 vehicles that are running on open roads in 
nearly 30 cities of multiple countries and they 
have amassed a total of 32 million kilometers 
of real world driving data, said Xu Baoqiang, 
general manager of Baidu’s autonomous driv-
ing vehicle department.

According to Xu, Baidu’s Apollo Go service 

has received more than a 
million car-hailing orders 
in Beijing, Shanghai, Guang-
zhou and Shenzhen.

China will enjoy bright 
prospects in developing 
autopilot technologies. 
“Though China is a latecom-
er, it is leading the world in 
autopilot R&D and applica-
tion thanks to its policy sup-
port and leading enterpris-
es, as well as its advantages 
in capital, human resource, 
technology and industrial 
chain,” said Zhang Xiang, 
head of a new energy ve-
hicle technology academy 
under Jiangxi New Energy 
Technology Institute.

People’s Daily

MOSCOW

Russia’s election campaign is pro-
ceeding calmly - with only 10 regions fil-
ing complaints over the two days of vot-
ing, Chairperson of the Central Election 
Commission Ella Pamfilova announced 
yesterday.

“The election campaign is proceeding 
fairly smoothly, calmly, but also competi-
tively, dynamically - we are following it,” 
she said.

Pamfilova stated that the Central Elec-

Election campaign in Russia 
is going smoothly — official 

tion Commission received just 93 
warnings about probable electoral 
system irregularities during voting 
via telephone channels in two days.

On September 9-11, Russia holds 
elections of 15 top officials in the re-
gions (14 direct elections and by vot-
ing in parliament in Adygea), mem-
bers of six legislative assemblies, 
12 councils of people’s deputies in 
the administrative centers of Rus-
sia’s constituent territories, and also 
members of local governing bodies.

Chairwoman of Russian Central Election Commission Ella Pamfilova
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Mwakinyo’s career-defining 
fight thwarted by unknowns 

By Correspondent Ernest Mwamwaja, 
Morogoro

B
OXING fanatics in 
Tanzania and their 
compatriots elsewhere 
made September 3, 

2022, the most booked date in 
their diaries.

The country’s professional 
Super Welterweight boxer, 
Hassan Mwakinyo, alias ‘Tanzania 
Tornado’, was on the day facing 
England’s Liam Smith, nicknamed 
‘Beefy’, in an international non-
title fight in Liverpool.

Much as the pugilists were 
aiming at different targets heading 
to the fight, it was undoubtedly 
a career-defining fight in the 
pugilists’ careers.

To Mwakinyo, the fight that took 
place at the M&S Bank arena in 
Liverpool aimed to reaffirm his 
introduction to the world stage 
after a long period of inactivity.

Smith made his intention all 
clear, which was nothing short 
of reclaiming his glory as a title 
holder.

In his latest interviews, he was 
bold enough to seek to challenge 
some of the popular fighters in 
the Super Welterweight division, 
the likes of Chris Eubank Jr and 
Jermain Charlo.

Before the bout against 
Mwakinyo, Smith, now aged 34, 
had a total of 35 appearances in 
the ring, which is indicative of a 
wealth of experience in facing 
fighters of different genres.

He once held a World Boxing 
Organization (WBO) Light 
Middleweight title (from 2015 to 
2016) and was also a British and 
Commonwealth boxing champion 
in the same division between 2012 
and 2015.

Mwakinyo, who is currently 
aged 27, has a total of 22 fights to 
his title. Although this is a much 
smaller number of fights he enjoys 
a superior knockout percentage of 
60.87 against Smith’s 50.78.

These statistics from Boxrec are 
enough to highlight some of the 
boxers’ dispositions.

The Smith versus Mwakinyo 
match-up was probably more 
inspired by an impressive resume 
of the pugilists in their national as 
well as international standing. 

Although Boxrec rates Smith 
sixth and Mwakinyo 40th in the 
international ranking, they both 
sit on top of their respective 
countries’ rankings. 

Given the popularity of the bout, 
it would probably be of interest if 
I first issue a technical coverage of 
the four rounds that were fought.

Despite his low-key entry 
into the ring, Mwakinyo looked 
cautious but confident at the 

outset. 
Smith’s entry into the arena was 

more explosive, his ever-loud fans 
had only one thing in mind, and 
that is, a decisive win for their 
compatriot, or should I say sweet 
revenge for their former boxing 
icon Sam Eggington that suffered 
the loss to Mwakinyo?

As expected, Smith had a 
very promising start in the first 
two rounds, Mwakinyo seemed 
somewhat troubled by Smith’s stiff 
quick jabs to the head and body 
which aimed at locking Mwakinyo 
at a receiving end and neutralizing 
the Tanzanian’s tremendous 
punching power. 

Smith fought with good 
footwork and dominated the 
center of the ring, which means 
he was in firm control.

Mwakinyo, as a result, was 
forced to throw wild punches and 
stay on his back foot.

Although he knew that he 
is losing points at this stage, 
Mwakinyo needed time to study 
his opponent before launching his 
game plan.

So, I scored these two rounds in 
favour of Smith. The third round 
was a game changer in many ways.

It is at the end of the round that 
Mwakinyo opted to unfold and 
test his ammunitions – a few jabs 
and straights, which immediately 
worked magic for him.

 This significantly reduced 
Smith’s punch count and made 
him less aggressive.

 Close to the bell for the round 
Mwakinyo connected some good 
body shots, an uppercut, hooks, 
and straights to the head which 
pinned Smith on the ropes, thus, 
this was Mwakinyo’s round. 

 Despite his improved 
performance, it is in this round 
that things began to get weird for 
Mwakinyo.

 He inexplicably picked an 
ankle sprain on the right foot 
as he was stepping back from 
the advancing Smith, and while 
most of the former’s supporters 
were too quick to blame the 
slippery surface, he later claimed 
that it was all on a faulty pair of 
ring shoes which were almost 
unbearably tight.

 He received the shoes at the last 
minute after he had lost his own 
upon arrival at Liverpool airport.

 Mwakinyo dropped to his 
knees twice in the fourth round, 
the round which witnessed him 
starting with a great sense of 
control, the same way he began 
the third.

 In the first instance, he seemed 
to fiercely disapprove referee’s 
counting which signaled that 
it was a knockdown. However, 
after the counting, he reassured 
the referee that he was okay to 
continue. 

 The referee’s stoppage at his 
second kneeling, which happened 
only a space of seconds from the 
first, was probably too quick but 
Mwakinyo’s pushing of Smith and 
his shifting of attention from the 
fight to talking to the referee while 
taking to his knees left the referee 
with no option but stop the fight. 
It was the second Technical 
Knockout loss in Mwakinyo’s 
record.

 When Tanzanian veteran boxing 
referee, Emmanuel Mlundwa, was 
later asked for his opinion about 
the stoppage, he said that the 
referee took the correct decision.

“As a referee, you always 
judge in favour of the fighter’s 
safety,” Mlundwa, also a former 
professional boxer, said.

While many other boxing 
experts and media went on to 
support the referee’s decision, 
Mwakinyo continued to maintain 
that the judgment was unfair.

He strongly believes that his 
actions, spitting a mouthpiece 
and taking a knee, are a standard 
principle in boxing when a boxer 
is seeking the referee’s attention, 
hence they should not have been 
interpreted as an act of surrender.

Well, Mwakinyo could also 
have a point in this, his claims 
are somewhat supported by the 
legendary Corrales versus Castillo 
fight that took place back in 2005. 

The bout’s referee, Tony Weeks, 
instead of stopping it opted to 
deduct a point from Corrales and 
give him an allowance of a few 
seconds with his coach.

Many people still believe that it 
is this tiny breather that offered 
Corrales a spark of survival and 
eventual victory against Castillo 
in a fight that the former probably 
should have lost.

Well, injuries like these are not 
uncommon in combat sports, 
boxing fanatics’ memories must 
still be fresh on a similar incident 
that happened to an Irish pugilist, 
Aidan Walsh, who could not 
proceed to Tokyo Olympic Games’ 
semi-finals.

Walsh had an ankle sprain after 
he over-joyously celebrated his 
victory in the quarterfinals.

Ankle sprains are probably 
more common in mixed martial 
arts fights than in boxing, as the 
sport usually involves violent leg 
kicks to the opponents.

While neither of these scenarios 
can sufficiently explain the extent 
of the injury that Mwakinyo 
suffered in his bout, one is left to 
believe that the injury could have 
been psychologically amplified by 
the intensity of the fight.

This version of the explanation 
can partly be substantiated by his 
quick recovery after the referee, 
Victor Loughlin, stopped the fight.

So, looking at how events 
unfolded, what options did 
Mwakinyo have in hand?

Well, my personal opinion is 
that Mwakinyo should not have 
left the matter in the referee’s 
hands.

He knew too well that he was 
fighting many unseen enemies, 
whereas Smith had everything to 
lose if he lost the fight.

This fight was on the one hand 
a relaunch of Smith’s campaign to 
regain world titles.

To be continued

Tanzanian professional boxer Hassan Mwakinyo.

By Guardian Correspondent 

DAR ES SALAAM’s FK International 
Schools have handed U$1,000 to 
Tanzanian swimmer, Michael Joseph, 
after excelling in the 2022 FINA World 
Junior Swimming Championships held 
in Lima, Peru.

Michael, one of the students at the 
school, held sway in the FINA World 
Junior Swimming Championships after 
setting three personal best times (PBs) 
and setting one new best time in the 
long course.

The country’s other performer, Natalia 
Ladha, also featured in the competition 
and did well.

Michael registered 27.33 seconds in 
50m Freestyle to beat his entry time of 
27.51 before registering 59.67 seconds in 
100m Freestyle to overwrite his 01.02.81 
previous time and later recorded 29.70 
seconds in 50m Butterfly against his 
entry time of 30.67.

He also set his first new time in a long 
course in 100 meters Butterfly after 
recording 1.10.37 minutes.

The FK International Schools’ 
Head of Schools, Humphrey Kiuruwi, 
commended Michael for his best 
show in the event and pointed out the 
schools are proud of the performances 
the swimmer has showcased in the 
championships that featured more than 
500 swimmers from across the world.

Kiuruwi said that Michael’s hard 
work, commitment, and fighting 
spirit have helped him do well in the 

championships and that is why they are 
celebrating.

Kiuruwi noted: “Michael is really 
hard working and usually trains hard, 
I believe if the same efforts would be 
maintained, the country will celebrate 
winning many medals in various 
international competitions.”

FK International Schools’ boss added: 
“We have been inspired by Michael’s 
performances in the World Junior 
Swimming Championships held in Lima, 
Peru.”

Kiuruwi also challenged other 
swimmers at the schools to improve 
their performance in the game, as well 
as in their curriculum, to make their 
schools proud and win medals.

“It is clear the competition was not 
easy despite Michael’s performances, 
he sweats for the best performances 
and achieved his goals that we now 
celebrating.”

“He is now a great swimmer, we are 
challenging him to increase the efforts 
to have the best records,” he said.

Michael thanked FK International 
Schools for rewarding him, noting the 
move has motivated him to do well in 
the next international competitions.

Other sponsors who enabled the 
swimmer to travel to Lima are CRDB 
Bank, Karaki House, parents, and 
friends.

“I have been inspired and believe the 
prize money is the catalyst for doing 
well in coming local and international 
events,” Michael noted.

Dar school rewards 
swimmer for shining 
in 2022 World Junior 
Championships 

Dar es Salaam’s FK International Schools’ Head of Schools, Humphrey Kiuruwi (L), hands over a 
dummy cheque to swimmer Michael Joseph (R), a student at schools, after excelling in the 2022 
FINA World Junior Championships hosted by Peru. Looking on is Joseph’s mother Monica Jo-
seph. The occasion took place at FK International Schools in the city. PHOTO: CORRESPOND-
ENT

 By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

IHEFU SC head coach Zubeir Katwila 
has explained two key reasons behind 
the failure of his team to register a win 
in three NBC Premier League ties.

The Mbeya side had started by locking 
horns with Coast Region outfit, Ruvu 
Shooting, at Highland Estates Stadium 
in Mbarali and went down 1-0.

Ihefu SC, later on, suffered a similar 
loss to Lindi’s Namungo FC on August 
19.

On September 7, Ihefu SC conceded a 
3-1 loss to Morogoro’s Mtibwa Sugar at 
Manungu stadium in Turiani.

Katwila stated in an interview in all 

three matches, his outfit committed two 
mistakes that led to the losses.

He noted that they need to step up 
their performance to make sure they 
excel in the coming clashes.

The tactician revealed: “In the first 
two matches against Ruvu Shooting and 
Namungo FC we observed there was 
a lack of communication among our 
players.”

The coach pointed out: “This was the 
reason behind the defeat in the two 
ties but, in the encounter with Mtibwa 
Sugar, Ihefu SC’s players were overall 
below par.”

“The technical bench has noticed it 
and is going to work on it,” he added.

Dar es Salaam’s ballers take part in a celebrity match at the revamped Spiders’ court in the city over the weekend. The event was facilitated by Hennessy and NBA ‘In the Paint’, 
a community-based initiative connecting local artists, art, and the basketball culture. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Katwila opens up on Ihefu 
SC’s poor start in 2022/23 
NBC Premier League
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 By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, 
ESPN FC

A 
FIRST impres-
sion is often a 
good indica-
tor of what is 

to come, so the evening 
of June 30, 2005, would 
have told the Glazer family 
-- the American business-
men who have owned the 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
since 1995 -- all they need-
ed to know about the road 
ahead for their ownership 
of Manchester United.

Having flown in to visit 
Old Trafford for the first 
time as owners, word got 
out that Joel, Bryan and 
Avram Glazer were inside 
the stadium, meeting se-
nior figures and surveying 
the prize they had recently 
acquired. They had man-
aged to get in unnoticed, 
but it was a different story 
as they attempted to get 
out. Hundreds of United 
supporters, chanting “Die, 
Die, Glazer,” tried to enter 
the stadium, prompting 
the deployment of riot po-
lice and dog handlers. Fans 
erected barriers to stop the 
Glazers from leaving Old 
Trafford, forcing officers to 
bundle the trio into a po-
lice van in order to evacu-
ate them safely.

“Life is not going to be at 
all easy for them [the Glaz-
ers],” Nick Towle, of Share-
holders United, a group of 
fans who held shares in 
the club, said at the time. 
“I don’t think they realise 
the full scale of the recep-
tion that awaits them. The 
hard-core fans will not give 
in this battle.”

The message was clear: 
The Glazers were not 
welcome at Manchester 
United, despite club direc-
tor and legendary former 
player, Sir Bobby Charlton, 
apologising to the new 
owners for the actions of 
the supporters.

“I apologised to them for 
what happened,” Charlton 
said. “I tried to explain they 
couldn’t ignore the fans, 
who are so emotionally in-
volved in the club, but who 
sometimes do go a bit too 
far.”

Seventeen years on, the 
United supporters are still 
protesting against the Glaz-
ers, who completed that 
£790 million takeover of 
the Premier League’s most 
successful team by invest-
ing just £270m of their own 
money into the deal -- the 
rest was borrowed against 
United, instantly plunging 
the club into more than 
£500m worth of debt.

Until that point, Unit-
ed had been debt-free. 
Although listed on the 
London Stock Exchange 
with annual dividends for 
shareholders, profits were 
put back into the club, al-
lowing Sir Alex Ferguson 
to sign Wayne Rooney for 
£27 million in 2004. Be-
tween 1992 and 2005, 
United almost doubled the 
size of Old Trafford from a 
40,000-capacity stadium 
to one that held 75,000 
fans. Success bred success 
and investment, but under 
the Glazers, debt repay-
ments and interest charges 
were added to the mix.

Since 2005, through suc-
cessful times -- 13 trophies, 
including a Champions 
League win -- and other-
wise, fans have targeted 
the club’s sponsors, vandal-
ized and protested outside 
the properties of various 
club board members. In 
May 2021, they broke into 
Old Trafford, successfully 
forcing the postponement 
of a Premier League game 
against Liverpool.

Despite the fury and ha-
tred they generate among 

the United fan base, the 
Glazers remain in con-
trol, but there is a growing 
sense of optimism among 
supporters and that the 
endgame is about to be 
played.

Three of the six Glazer 
siblings -- Avram, Kevin and 
Edward -- have sold almost 
£200m worth of shares 
within the past 12 months. 
Bloomberg reported in 
August that the family are 
considering selling a mi-
nority stake in order to 
fund plans to redevelop 
Old Trafford, which hasn’t 
been expanded since 2005 
and even saw fans soaked 
when the main stand roof 
began to leak last season.

Yet, after almost two de-
cades of blanking out the 
noise, are the walls closing 
in on the Glazers?

*’Love United Hate 
Glazer’

At  Manchester City, 
there is a banner at the 
Etihad Stadium thanking 
owner Sheikh Mansour bin 
Zayed al Nahyan for his in-
vestment in the club. Until 
Roman Abramovich was 
forced to sell his control-
ling stake in  Chelsea  ear-
lier this year as a result of 
sanctions imposed on the 
Russian oligarch due to his 
connections to Vladimir 
Putin, a similar tribute to 
the “Roman Empire” was 
draped across one stand at 
Stamford Bridge.

In and around Old Traf-
ford, walls, seats, lamp-
posts -- essentially any-
thing that doesn’t move 
-- are plastered with stick-
ers bearing the simple 
slogan, “Love United Hate 
Glazer.”

At the time of the Glaz-
ers’ takeover, organised 
groups such as Sharehold-
ers United attempted to 
block the sale, warning of 
the club being used as a 
lucrative cash cow to help 
fund the Glazers’ U.S.-
based business empire, 
which included shopping 
malls across 20 states and 
the NFL’s Tampa Bay Buc-
caneers. Many fans vowed 
to never set foot inside Old 
Trafford to watch United 
again while under Glazer 
ownership; some even left 
to set up the supporter-
backed club FC United of 
Manchester, which now 
plays in the seventh tier of 
English football.

It was a hostile takeover, 
too, with the Glazers slowly 
buying up shares, despite 
public misgivings from the 
United board. David Gill, 
the chief executive who 
would go on to retain his 
position under the Glaz-
ers until 2013, warned that 
“debt is the road to ruin 
and Manchester United 
will never go down that 
road,” but by May 2005, 
the Glazers won control of 
the club after securing the 
28.7% stake of Irish racing 
tycoons, JP McManus and 
John Magnier.

There are no positive 
tributes in and around Old 

Why Manchester United supporters hate the Glazers, the club’s American owners

Trafford to United’s owners 
who, despite Joel Glazer 
promising in 2005 that the 
family would “day in, day 
out, reach out to support-
ers,” said nothing publicly 
to the fans until apologis-
ing for their involvement 
in the failed European Su-
per League plans in 2021. 
They are largely absentee 
owners, rarely attending 
games, with Joel oversee-
ing club business in his role 
as co-chairman from his of-
fice in Washington.

But to those unfamil-
iar with the backstory, 
United fans’ opposition 
to the Glazers can seem 
bewildering. Since being 
taken over by the Glazers, 
only Chelsea (18) and City 
(14) have won more major 
trophies than United (13) 
in  England. The Glazer 
haul includes five Premier 
League titles and a Cham-
pions League win in 2008, 
plus two losing finals, both 
against Barcelona, in 2009 
and 2011.

They have spent £1.7 bil-
lion on new players since 
2005, including star names 
such as  Cristiano Ronal-
do,  Paul Pogba,  Angel di 
Maria, as well as highly paid 
free transfers like  Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic,  Edinson 
Cavani  and  Alexis San-
chez. This summer alone, 
United have spent £210m 
on new players -- their big-
gest single transfer window 
outlay under the Glazers -- 
with Antony arriving from 
Ajax for a fee of £84.9m.

And under the Glazers, 
United’s commercial earn-
ings have almost trebled, 
from an initial £210m per 
year in 2006 to a high of 
£615m in 2019.

But all is not as it may 
seem. The Glazer trophy 
collection has ground to a 
halt since Jose Mourinho 
delivered the Europa 
League in 2017, with United 
winning just three trophies 
since Ferguson stepped 
down as manager in 2013. 
United haven’t come close 
to winning the Premier 
League without Ferguson 
in charge, and have man-
aged just two unsuccessful 
quarterfinal appearances 
in the Champions League 
since last reaching the fi-
nal in 2011. And while the 
money spent on new play-
ers has kept pace with the 
outlays of City, Chelsea 
and  Paris Saint-Germain, 
it is the money going from 
United to the Glazers that 
really focuses the anger of 
fans.

“Attention might ebb and 
flow, but for a hard core 
of supporters, they have 
never forgotten or forgiv-
en [the Glazers],” Barney 
Chilton, editor of the Red 
News fanzine since 1987, 
told ESPN. “The financial 
figures under scrutiny are 
staggering -- a legal, if im-
moral, takeover where 
pointless debts and its 
costs have seen an incom-
prehensible amount of 
money go out of the club 
rather than on it.”

“And for what? To profit 
a family who treat United 
like a hostile acquisition. It 
keeps me up at night; the 
cost in terms of finances, 
obviously, but to the club 
and most importantly, its 
supporters. They should 
never have been allowed to 
lump a heavy debt burden 
that still remains.” 

In 2018, Sheikh Man-
sour’s investment in City 
broke the £1bn barrier, but 
in the same year, the Glaz-
ers passed a far less appeal-
ing milestone, as the total 
amount spent to finance 
their ownership of United, 
with interest and debt re-
payments and dividends, 
also went beyond £1bn. 
These payments have aver-
aged out to around £70m a 
year in total. Put another 
way, that’s the transfer fee 
for a world-class signing 
every summer.

And that is the crux of 
the issue for United’s sup-
porters -- being owned by 
the Glazers has cost the 
club more than £1bn since 
2005, money that could 
have been invested in the 
team or Old Trafford, as 
has been the case at the Eti-
had with City and Sheikh 
Mansour.

“They have been di-
saster as owners,” Towle, 
who predicted the years 
of turbulence in 2005, told 
ESPN. “Sir Alex took care 
of everything when he 
was manager, but since he 
retired, the Glazers have 
been found out and our 
predictions from 2005 
have unfortunately been 
borne out.”

“To their credit, the Glaz-
ers saw how football clubs 
would become a huge 
source of revenue and they 
got in on the ground floor, 
but United have paid a 
heavy price for that.”

A recent turnaround on 
the pitch, with four suc-
cessive wins after the Pre-
mier League season began 
with two straight defeats, 
has lifted the mood at Old 
Trafford and brought a 
new sense of optimism, 
but the anti-Glazer protests 
continued before, during 
and after Sunday’s 3-1 win 
against  Arsenal, and high-
profile figures say the time 
has come for the owners to 
sell.

“Everything now has to 
point towards the Glazer 
family,” former United 
captain Gary Neville told 
The Overlap podcast. “If 
there is embedded rot over 
many years -- failure in per-
formance -- then eventu-
ally it comes to the owners. 
You can’t start having a go 
at people in the business if 
the owners aren’t making 
the right decisions at the 
top.”

“I have come to the con-
clusion now that it needs 
ownership change for the 
club to succeed in the fu-
ture.”

*What is the Glazers’ 
endgame?

The Glazers have re-

The Glazer family ownership of Manchester United might be coming to an end after almost two 
decades. (Agencies)

ceived and rejected several 
offers to sell Manchester 
United since 2005. In late 
2009, sources told ESPN 
that the Americans dis-
missed a £1.5 billion Middle 
East-based offer, believed 
to be from Qatar, for their 
entire stake in the club; 
a year later, attempts by 
a supporter-led group of 
wealthy individuals called 
the Red Knights to force 
the Glazers into a sale were 
also ignored.

At that point, the Green 
and Gold protest -- United 
fans adopted the green-
and-gold colours of New-
ton Heath, the club which 
became United in 1902 
-- had grown into a noisy 
and visible campaign of de-
fiance against the Glazers. 
Fans’ groups enlisted the 
help of Blue State Digital, 
the U.S. tech company used 
by then-U.S. Sen. Barack 
Obama during his 2008 
presidential campaign, to 
help project their cam-
paign and message to a 
global audience through 
social media, and former 
United star David Beckham 
wore a green-and-gold 
scarf at the end of a Cham-
pions League game at Old 
Trafford with AC Milan in 
March 2010. 

But the Glazers were un-
moved. They had success-
fully turned the club into 
a commercial powerhouse 
-- the peak being a £750m, 
10-year shirt deal with 
Adidas in 2014 -- and even 
when the trophies dried 
up, the money kept rolling 
in.

“You should never un-
derestimate just how much 
the Glazers enjoy being 
United’s owners,” a source 
who worked with the Glaz-
ers told ESPN. “They own 
one of sport’s biggest glob-
al brands, so they get an in-
credible amount of kudos 
from that.”

Others have a different 
view. Another source who 
has had business deal-
ings with the Glazers said, 
“They are business people 
and Manchester United is 
simply part of their busi-
ness empire. They don’t 
have an emotional attach-
ment to the club. If the 
right offer comes along, 
they will sell.

“The Chelsea sale has set 
a benchmark and they will 
have noted that. If Chelsea 
is worth £4.25bn, (Chel-
sea was sold for £2.5bn in 
May with the buyers com-
mitting to a further £1.75bn 
of investment), then they 
won’t be selling Manches-
ter United for anything less 
than £5bn.”

A source connected to 
one of the unsuccessful 
groups in the race to buy 
Chelsea told ESPN that the 
same individuals and pri-
vate equity funds that were 
interested in buying out 
Roman Abramovich would 
be “falling over themselves 
to buy United.”

“With all due respect to 
Chelsea,” the source said, 
“the difference between 

buying Chelsea and Man-
chester United would be 
like sealing a deal for the 
Denver Broncos and then 
being told you could have 
had the Dallas Cowboys.”

United’s public position 
on the Glazers has been 
that they remain “commit-
ted long-term owners” and 
that description has not 
changed during the recent 
weeks of protest, but sourc-
es have told ESPN that the 
owners do face significant 
financial challenges in the 
months and years ahead.

United have appointed 
architect firm Populous 
to draw up plans to rede-
velop Old Trafford, with 
initial estimates that an 
upgrade of the stadium 
will cost around £200m. 
The summer spending 
spree exceeded £210m, 
and the most recent fi-
nancial accounts showed 
that the club owed £184m 
in purchase obligations -- 
outstanding transfer pay-
ments.

Year-end accounts are 
due to be published before 
the end of September, but 
the most recent figure for 
the club’s net debt, as of 
May 2022, was £495.7m. 
In September 2019, prior 
to the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the debt was as low as 
£203.6m. The Glazer busi-
ness model has taken a 
battering, which is why 
financial experts believe 
the next 12 months will 
be decisive if the Glazers 
are to continue as United’s 
owners.

Richard Arnold, United’s 
chief executive, shed light 
on the club’s financial 
pressures when  he was 
secretly recorded in June 
telling fans  at a pub that 
United had “f---ing burned 
through cash” and that, to 
rebuild the stadium and 
training ground, “I’ve got to 
have more cash than I have 
now.”

Andy Green, head of in-
vestment at Rockpool In-
vestment, has previously 
analysed United’s finances 
in his blog, Andersred, and 
he has told ESPN that the 
Glazers are faced with big 
decisions. 

“They have reached a 
crossroads now,” Green 
said. “If they want to sell, 
they will only do so for a 
massive price and, despite 
the NYSE share price giv-
ing the club a valuation of 
around $2bn (£1.73m), the 
reality is that Manchester 
United will command a 
much higher sale price be-
cause of its status as one of 
the world’s premier sport-
ing brands. They are worth 
a lot more than Chelsea.

“The Chelsea sale 
showed just how much 
money and interest is out 
there, particularly in the 
United States, so they won’t 
struggle to find a buyer. Yet 
if they decide to limp on as 
owners, they simply have 
to find some finance from 
somewhere, either through 
borrowing or selling a por-
tion of their holding. The 

problem is, nobody is go-
ing to want to invest mil-
lions in United and leave 
the Glazers with 100% con-
trol.

“But they have to pay for 
the Old Trafford redevel-
opment and this summer’s 
spending spree somehow, 
and revenue is down be-
cause of COVID and the 
lack of regular Champions 
League football. Sugges-
tions that they will follow 
the Barcelona route and 
borrow against broadcast 
deals would be so short-
sighted, but they have 
done the equivalent of 
building the squad with a 
credit card, and may end 
up doing similar to fund 
the stadium rebuild.”

To some within the fi-
nancial world, it makes lit-
tle sense for the Glazers to 
hold on to United, drawing 
down dividends of around 
£20m per year, when they 
could at least quadruple 
that annual payment by 
selling the club.

“You can park your mon-
ey in 10-year U.S. govern-
ment bonds right now and 
get 3.1% interest,” a source 
told ESPN. “So even if the 
Glazers sold United and 
walked away with as little 
as £3bn, they would earn 
£90m per year with zero 
risk. Unless they can fore-
see another attempt at a 
Super League or a way to 
sell their own TV rights, 
rather than collectively 
within the Premier League, 
it’s increasingly difficult to 
see why they wouldn’t start 
to think about cashing in 
their chips.”

*A perfect storm brew-
ing

The Glazers could now 
be in the midst of a per-
fect storm as Manchester 
United owners. Supporters 
are becoming increasingly 
organised in their protests, 
led by a group called The 
1958 -- a reference to when 
the club had to rebuild af-
ter the 1958 Munich Air 
Disaster that claimed the 
lives of eight first-team 
players. Britain’s richest 
man, Jim Ratcliffe,  has 
announced his interest in 
buying the club.

Ratcliffe, a lifelong Unit-
ed supporter, was born 
fewer than 10 miles from 
Old Trafford in the Man-
chester satellite town of 
Failsworth and has since 
accumulated a fortune, 
according to Forbes.com, 
of £10.2bn by building the 
chemicals company Ineos. 
Ratcliffe already owns 
French club  Nice, Swiss 
team FC Lausanne-Sport 
and, in May, attempted to 
buy Chelsea.

With interest rates es-
calating across the globe, 
the Glazers must either 
contemplate expensive 
borrowing, further adding 
to United’s debt, to rebuild 
Old Trafford and retain 
control of the club, or face 
a prolonged campaign of 
fan unrest and the prospect 
of Ratcliffe maintaining his 

interest and energising the 
supporters’ battle to force 
the Glazers out.

The 1958 group organ-
ised the mass protest ahead 
of the Liverpool game at 
Old Trafford when fans 
marched outside the sta-
dium before kick-off, and 
while reluctant to speak to 
the media, they told Red 
News that their only goal is 
to remove the Glazers.

“The 1958 are all about fit 
and proper ownership for 
our great club,” they said. 
“We won’t stand back and 
watch the club we love rot 
away to nothing. We are in 
this for the long haul and 
will mount sustained pres-
sure on this ownership, 
sponsors, government bod-
ies and other avenues. We 
will do everything it takes 
that falls within being legal 
and peaceful.”

For fanzine editor Chil-
ton, the latest movement 
against the Glazers is one 
that has to succeed if Unit-
ed are to return to the top 
of the game in England and 
Europe.

“I think it’s a now or nev-
er moment,” he said. “The 
Richard Arnold pub meet-
ing was interesting because 
he said there isn’t the mon-
ey the club needs and the 
club needs investors. It was 
a startling revelation.”

“Pressure has to be main-
tained. Even better if we’re 
winning as it will shine a 
light on why we want rid of 
them. The world is chang-
ing, so their grip on the 
club might not be what it 
once was.”

Yearlong conversations 
between the club and the 
Manchester United Sup-
porters’ Trust (MUST) 
about a fans’ share scheme 
are, according to sources, 
close to coming to fruition 
with the intention of sup-
porters being able to buy 
shares and have a signifi-
cant voice in the running 
of the club.

The scheme would not 
affect the Glazers’ major-
ity holding, however, and 
former United director Mi-
chael Knighton, who failed 
in an attempt to buy the 
club for just £20m in 1989, 
recently described the pro-
posal as a “smokescreen.”

But for all the talk of 
a share scheme and the 
eventual outlay on new 
players this summer, noth-
ing has changed for the 
Glazers at United since day 
one. The fans wanted them 
out then, and it remains 
the case 17 years later. The 
hostility is as fierce as ever, 
and even when beating Liv-
erpool and Arsenal at Old 
Trafford this season, the 
stadium reverberated to 
chants of “We want Glazers 
out.”

With potential buyers 
waiting to make their move 
and the cost of holding on 
to the club increasing with 
every interest rate hike, 
maybe the final chapter of 
the Glazer era is about to 
be written.

 



 

SC firmly in control of the 
tie ahead of the second leg 
scheduled for September 17 at 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.

In a post-match interview, 
Mgunda, who was only 
appointed on Thursday 
following the departure of 
head coach, Serbian Zoran 
Maki, said the battle is not yet 
over.

The gaffer stated: “First of 
all, I feel happy because we 
won away but I want to tell you 
one thing, the tie is not over 
until it is over.”

Mgunda revealed: “This is 
the first leg, the second leg is in 
Dar es Salaam, there are some 
mistakes that our players have 
done today, so we go back to 
make corrections to make sure 

we also win in the second leg.”
The tactician said: “In 

football, anything can happen, 
whether you play at home or 
away, it is not over until we 
play the second leg. I respect 
Big Bullets FC, they are a good 
team, we cannot underrate 
them because we play at home, 
of course, we have two goals 
but it’s football.”

Mgunda stated: “A coach’s 
work is reflected by the 
players, so I told them at 
the end of the day they are 
the ones responsible for the 
implementation of our plans.”

The tactician revealed: “It 
is true I took over the team 
at a short notice but, as I said 
earlier, I found a coach that 
I have worked with on the 
national team for three years.”

“I believed the team was in 
good hands and he briefed me 
on the squad status and what 
has to be done, I am glad for the 
support and wholeheartedly 
appreciate Selemani Matola.”

Nyasa Big Bullets FC head 
coach Callisto Pasuwa admitted 
they gave their opponents too 
much respect in the first half.

“We gave them too much 
respect and the boys were also 
jittery as they could not keep 
the ball,” the Zimbabwean 
gaffer noted.

The winners of the first 
preliminary round clash 
between Big Bullets and Simba 
SC will face either Zambia’s 
Red Arrows FC or Angola’s 
Primeiro de Agosto in the 
second preliminary round.

The Zambian champions, 
Red Arrows FC, lost 1-0 at 
home to Angolan football big 
guns Primeiro de Agosto in 
the first leg of the other first 
preliminary round tie.
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Mgunda: We are pleased but the 
tie is not over for Simba SC
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Tanzania’s Simba SC players jubilate after the side’s Zambian attacker, Moses Phiri, netted in the first leg of a 
2022/23 CAF Champions League’s first preliminary round tie against Malawi’s Nyasa Big Bullets FC which took 
place in Lilongwe last Saturday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

T
ANZANIA’s Simba 
SC stand-in head 
coach Juma Mgunda 
departed Bingu 

National Stadium pleased 
with his side’s 2-0 win over 
Malawi’s Nyasa Big Bullets FC 
but aware that the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League’s first 
preliminary round tie is far 
from over.

The visitors edged an action-
packed CAF Champions 
League’s first preliminary 
round contest in Malawi on 
Saturday afternoon courtesy of 
a first-half sensational bicycle 
kick goal netted by Moses Phiri 
and John Bocco’s tap-in late in 
the second half.

The results put Simba 

By Guardian Correspondent

THIS year’s NMB Marathon charity race targets to 
collect 600m/- to support the treatment of women 
suffering from fistula in Tanzania who are treated at 
the CCBRT Hospital.

The race’s preparations have gathered pace after the 
successful inspection of the routes that will be used 
for the showdown slated for September 24 in Dar es 
Salaam.

This is the second season of the race, which started 
last year, to collect 1bn/- in four years, but the success 
that helped the race collect 400m/- instead of 250m/- 
pushed NMB Bank, which coordinates the marathon, 
to come up with a plan to raise 600m/- this year.

The inspection of the routes to be used by the 
runners of the race was held on Saturday involving 
5 kilometers, 10 kilometers, and 21 kilometers, which 
started and ended at Leaders Club, Kinondoni in Dar 
es Salaam. Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa will be 
the official guest of the showdown to be held at the 
ground.

Speaking after the inspection, the race’s organizer 
Suleiman Nyambui said the route inspection tests have 
been successful, adding they hope the athletes who 
will register for the race will enjoy the preparations.

Nyambui noted: “There has been a great success 
in this inspection, and the participants are happy 
with the road signs on every corner of the road, and 
drinking water stations.”

“Races’ challenge is often the placement of markers 
in the running routes for participants of the races 
but, in the NMB Marathon, no one will get lost, unless 
someone decides to get lost,” Nyambui revealed.

The organizer mentioned Emmanuel Giniki and 
Failuna Matanga as some of the runners who will 
participate.

NMB Bank’s Chief Human Resources Officer, 
Emmanuel Akoonay, said that the inspection, which 
involved more than 100 runners, has been carried out 
with great efficiency.

The official requested Tanzanians to continue 
registering for the race in the bank’s branches and 
online to fulfil the collection of 600m/-.

He stated: “This race is a continuation of last year’s 
race, we set a goal of collecting 1bn/- but only in the 
first year we got 400m/-, the efficiency pushed us to 
set the goal of collecting 600m/- this year to complete 
the four-year target in the first two years.”

The founding leader of the EFM Jogging Club, 
Maulid Kitenge, praised NMB Bank for investing in the 
preparation of the race, adding he is sure the athletes 
who will participate in it will enjoy being part of the 
event that will restore smiles to women suffering from 
fistula.

NMB Marathon 
preparations 
in top gear 

Coach Nabi lauds Yanga’s 
resoluteness in 2022/23 
clash against Zalan FC

Tanzania’s Yanga midfielder, Khalid Aucho (R), dribbles past South Sudan’s Zalan FC forward 
Makuet Wol during the first leg of the 2022/23 CAF Champions League’s first preliminary round tie 
which took place in Dar es Salaam on Saturday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

 By Correspondent Michael 

Mwebe

TANZANIA’s Yanga put 
one foot in the 2022/23 
CAF Champions League’s 
second preliminary round 
with a 4-0 win at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium which 
came after a frustrating 
first half of the encounter 
against a spirited South 
Sudan club, Zalan FC, on 
Saturday.

A hat trick netted by Fis-
ton Mayele and another 
goal by Feisal Salum in the 
second half gave Yanga a 
commanding lead ahead 
of the second leg on Satur-
day at the same venue.

The reigning Tanzanian 
champions slunk down 
the tunnel at halftime 
having been frustrated by 
the South Sudanese side 
who thwarted many goal-
scoring chances including 
two that were flagged for 
offside.

Luckily, it turned out 
that concern was unnec-
essary because a shakeup 
of the team for the second 
half spurred Yanga to four 
goals and an easy com-
mand of the tie.

According to Yanga’s 
head coach Nasreddine 

Nabi, his side got a little 
bit nervous in the first half 
after missing easy chanc-
es which gave Zalan FC’s 
goalkeeper confidence.

Nabi said: “We did not 
know about our oppo-
nents but we told our play-
ers they needed to respect 
them. Even without any 
idea about the opponents, 
we knew the players had 
to give 100% effort for the 
job to be done.”

The tactician pointed 
out: “We wanted from the 
start to try to score and 
not let our opponents 
gain confidence. Unfor-
tunately despite creating 
many chances we could 
not score early.”

“We missed very easy 
goal-scoring opportuni-
ties which gave the goal-
keepers confidence and 
we started to get a little bit 
nervous. We had a good 
second half, scoring early 
which put things in order. 
We were ourselves.”

Commenting on winger 
Dickson Ambundo’s sub-
stitution, Nabi admitted 
he felt the winger had lost 
his confidence after miss-
ing easy chances.

Ambundo was replaced 
by youngster Dennis Nk-
ane who made a big im-

pact in the game.
Nabi revealed: “Am-

bundo lost his confidence 
because he missed a few 
easy chances, it happens 
and when he was a little 
demoralized, we had to be 
responsible and quickly 
make a change in reac-
tion and we told about the 
liveliness of Dennis Nkane 
brought still a little liveli-
ness and all that so it’s 
normal when the player is 
not in good shape or very 
confident, you have to 
make a change.”

On early scoring issues, 
Nabi downplayed them, 
insisting it is normal to 
struggle for goals in the 
early stages and improve 
as the season progresses.

The Tunisian gaffer stat-
ed: “You know it’s not, I 
don’t think it’s a problem. 
I believe the same thing 
happened last year, we 
didn’t score many goals 
at the start of the season, 
and we had a little bit of 
trouble scoring.”

The tactician stated: “Af-
terwards, it disappeared 
and I don’t see that it’s a 
real problem and with a 
little more focus and deci-
sion making things will get 
better.”
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