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 By Guardian Reporter

T anzania’s banking in-
dustry has recorded 
significant growth in 
internet and mobile banking services over the past five years, marking a major milestone in promoting a cashless economy and expanding financial inclusion.The National Payment System Report 2023, recently published by the Bank of Tanzania (BoT), shows a rise in both internet and mobile banking transactions, with an in-creasing number of banks offering these services. 

Commercial banks and financial institutions continue to develop innovative digital banking solu-tions, allowing customers to man-age their finances conveniently through computers and mobile phones.
According to the report, the number of banks offering internet banking grew from 20 in 2019 to 35 in 2023. Similarly, mobile bank-ing subscribers increased to 8.99 million from 5.04 million over the same period. 

However, only 2.44 million of these mobile banking subscribers were active last year, highlighting the need for banks to continue promoting these services to boost adoption.
Despite the growth, digital fraud remains a significant challenge to the expansion of internet and mo-

bile banking. 
Many Tanzanians are still hesi-tant to use digital banking services due to concerns about security, which hampers efforts to promote a cashless economy. 

In March 2024, the BoT reported that over 1.65bn/- ($647,000) was lost to mobile and internet banking fraud, including cyber-attacks, dur-ing the fourth quarter of last year. This was a sharp increase from the 901m/- ($353,600) lost in the previ-ous quarter.

Mobile banking growth
Since its introduction in 2007, mobile money has filled the gap in accessing financial services caused by the complexities of traditional banking systems. 

Between 2019 and 2023, mobile banking in Tanzania saw signifi-cant growth, driven by increased adoption of mobile money servic-es and regulatory improvements aimed at enhancing financial inclu-sion.
The report shows that the vol-ume of mobile banking transac-tions increased from 55.74 million in 2019 to 81.99 million in 2023. The value of these transactions nearly tripled, rising from 9.47trn/- in 2019 to 25.51trn/- last year.

The COVID-19 pandemic also ac-celerated the adoption of mobile banking, as people sought contact-less payment options. 
The BoT encouraged mobile 

money usage by waiving certain transaction fees and raising trans-action limits, leading to a surge in transaction volumes during the pandemic. 
By 2023, mobile banking had reached more remote areas of Tan-zania, contributing significantly to financial inclusion. 

The expansion of 4G networks by mobile operators, along with the increasing affordability of smartphones and mobile data packages, further boosted mobile banking usage.

Internet banking expansion
The National Payment System Report 2023 also highlights the growth of internet banking in Tan-zania. The number of registered internet banking customers rose from 217,425 in 2017 to 313,585 in 2023, while active customers increased from 31,706 in 2019 to 134,091 last year. 

Annual customer growth ranged between 12 percent and 32 percent over the past five years, except in 2021 when growth declined by 29.37 percent due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The volume of domestic internet banking transactions grew from 5.2 million in 2019 to 16.1 million in 2023. International transactions also surged from 20,201 to 1.5 mil-lion during the same period. 
The value of domestic transac-tions increased from 43.2trn/- in 2019 to 142.6trn/- in 2023, while in-ternational transaction values rose from 2.9trn/- to 15.2trn/-.

As internet penetration contin-ues to expand, more Tanzanians are adopting internet banking services. The number of internet users in the country has risen sig-

nificantly, driven by infrastructure development and lower data costs. However, internet banking re-mains more popular in urban ar-eas where internet infrastructure and computer ownership are more common. In contrast, rural areas continue to rely heavily on mobile banking services.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, internet banking usage surged as customers sought to minimize physical contact and manage their finances remotely. 

Banks promoted the use of digi-tal platforms, with some waiving fees for online transactions to en-courage adoption.
As internet banking continues to grow, cybersecurity has be-come a critical focus for banks. Investments in enhanced security measures, such as two-factor au-thentication (2FA) and encrypted communications, are aimed at pre-venting fraud and cyberattacks.

Banks are also undertaking cam-paigns to educate customers about the benefits of internet banking, including tutorials on how to use online platforms, protect personal data, and manage finances digi-tally. 
However, challenges remain, particularly in rural areas where internet infrastructure is less reli-able. 

Slow internet speeds and inter-mittent connectivity issues limit access to internet banking for some users.
While internet banking has ex-panded, it still faces competition from mobile banking platforms, which are more widely used for everyday transactions due to their simplicity and broader reach, es-pecially in areas with limited ac-cess to computers and stable inter-net connections.

Lifezone Metals initiates process for risk insurance for the Kabanga Nickel project 

 By Guardian Reporter

Lifezone Metals Limited has engaged in high-level discus-sions with US and Tanzanian government officials to further investment initiatives in critical minerals projects in Africa, Chief Executive Officer, Chris Showal-ter has announced.
The Kabanga Nickel Project, located in Ngara district, north-west Tanzania, is being ad-vanced through a strategic part-nership between Lifezone, the Government of Tanzania and BHP Group Limited. 

Kabanga is believed to be one of the world’s largest and high-est-grade undeveloped nickel sulfide deposits. 
The Project is expected to es-tablish first-of-its-kind nickel, copper and cobalt processing in Tanzania, delivering value ad-dition and driving sustainable development for the benefit of Tanzania’s citizens.

During a visit to Dar es Salaam on August 26, 2024, Showalter, alongside key US representatives including Acting Special Coor-dinator for the Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Invest-ment (“PGI”), Helaina Matza and Ambassador of the United States to Tanzania, Michael Battle, met with Tanzanian Government of-ficials. 
These meetings, which includ-ed discussions with the Minister of Minerals Anthony Mavunde, focused on the ongoing progress and future potential of the Ka-banga Nickel Project.

The US Government high-lighted the importance of the Ka-banga Nickel Project to help ad-vance the energy transition and as a model of strategic economic cooperation between the United States and Tanzania. 
This collaboration was previ-ously showcased at the US-Africa Summit in 2022 and reinforced by Vice President Harris during her visit to Tanzania in 2023.

Lifezone’s subsidiary, Kabanga 

 NEWARK

The Global Banking as a Service (BaaS) platform market is expected to reach an impressive US$4,236.3 million in 2024, according to recent market analysis by Accesswire.
The demand for BaaS platforms is projected to rise at a remarkable Combined Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of 14.7 percent from 2024 to 2034, driving the market to an anticipated value of US$16,664.6 million by the end of 2034.

Banking as a Service (BaaS) is an end-to-end model that allows digital banks and third-party providers to seamlessly connect with traditional banks’ systems via Application Programming Interfaces (APIs). This connection enables these entities to build bank-ing offerings on top of the banks’ regulated infrastruc-ture, thereby unlocking new opportunities in the open banking landscape that is rapidly transforming Eu-rope’s financial services sector.
The BaaS platform plays a crucial role in ensuring the safe communication of data between traditional banks and businesses or fintech companies. By adopting a BaaS platform, banks and financial services providers can concentrate on their core com-petencies delivering products, services, and customer experiences while benefiting from the expertise, func-tionality, infrastructure, platform, and scale provided by software providers. This approach not only reduces development time and costs but also offers a unified view of the customer by leveraging a common plat-form across a wide range of products and services.The banking as a service (BaaS) platform market is facing significant challenges due to the rising incidents of cyber-attacks and data breaches. High-profile cyberattacks, such as the 2022 breach of the Bank of Brazil, which compromised their online systems and customer data, underscore the critical vulnerabilities within the industry related to data pri-vacy and cybersecurity.

BaaS providers, who offer essential banking servic-es through APIs, are particularly vulnerable to these threats. 
The interconnected nature of their systems makes them attractive targets for cybercriminals, amplifying the risks associated with data breaches.One of the most pressing challenges in safeguarding client information within the BaaS sector is the reli-ance on third-party vendors. 

Global ‘Banking as 
a Service’ market 
to reach $4.2bn
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Minister of minerals Anthony Mavunde (C ), poses in a group photo with US Ambassador to Tanzania Michal Battle (4th R) after a high 

level discussion with officials from Lifezone Metals, GPI, Tembo Nickel and BHP Group on further investment initiative in Kabanga 

Nickel Project. Photo: Lifezone

Nickel Limited, has signed a re-
tainer letter with the US Inter-
national Development Finance Corporation (“DFC”) to com-
mence the evaluation process for political risk insurance cov-
erage for future investments into the Kabanga underground nickel-copper-cobalt mine site and the Kahama Hydromet re-

finery site.
Lifezone is proposing a com-

prehensive investment plan that seeks to secure the future of the Kabanga Nickel Project. 
Through these collabora-

tive efforts and discussions, Lifezone aims to strengthen partnerships and secure invest-
ments that will contribute to the sustainable development 

of critical minerals resources in Africa.
Showalter stated: “Our part-

nership with the United States and Tanzania continues to deepen as we pursue our com-
mon goals of building resilient supply chains for critical min-
erals, while fostering sustain-
able economic development. Further, the US Government’s recognition through the Part-

nership for Global Infrastruc-
ture and Investment and identi-
fication of Kabanga as a project within the Mineral Security Partnership demonstrates the Project’s significance for like-

minded partners as well as for the United States. We look for-
ward to working closely with 

DFC on this Project. None of this would be possible without our partners in Tanzania and their ongoing and demonstrat-
ed support of the Project.”

Helaina Matza added: “PGI, as the overarching US Govern-
ment approach to support-
ing sustainable infrastruc-
ture development, has been a supporter of the Kabanga Nickel Project, which will posi-

tively impact the battery supply chain security for both the US and its partners. The Kabanga Project exemplifies the goals of sustainable development — ‘for Tanzanians, by Tanzanians’ — that Vice President Harris ar-
ticulated during her 2023 visit.”

The Kabanga Nickel Pro-

ject is expected to be a fully integrated mine-to-metal op-
eration that will enable a fully auditable supply chain with production of refined, LME-

grade nickel, copper and cobalt metals. 
Lifezone will apply its Hy-

dromet Technology, which provides an alternative to tradi-
tional pyrometallurgical smelt-
ing, and is able to significantly reduce carbon dioxide and sul-
fur dioxide emissions (relative to smelting) with lower expect-
ed operating and capital costs. 

The Kabanga Definitive Fea-
sibility Study is progressing towards completion in Septem-
ber.

Internet, mobile banking services record sharp increase in five years
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Minister outlines 
aviation sector 
changes set out 
in new legislation
By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE National Assembly yesterday passed 
the Aviation Act of Tanzania 2024, set to 
enable substantial reforms in the country’s 
aviation sector, strengthening the Tanzania 
Airports Authority (TAA).

Transport minister Prof. Makame 
Mbarawa (pictured), who explained the bill 
in the National Assembly, stated that the 
purpose of the proposed legislation is to 
establish a robust legal framework for the 
management operation, and development 
of airports.

The bill addresses challenges faced by 
the TAA as the sole agency responsible for 
airport management, as the bill seeks to in-
volve the private sector in improving airport 
infrastructure.

This arises from, the fact of recognizing 
that substantial financial investment is re-
quired to further develop the sector, while 
introducing provisions for offenses and pen-
alties against individuals found in posses-
sion of firearms or explosives in a controlled 
or prohibited areas.

“There are many challenges in the avia-
tion sector, including airport management, 
frequent regulatory changes and adherence 
to global air safety protocols,” he said, point-
ing at the fact that passengers are required 

By Guardian Reporters

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan has 
expressed dismay over a report from the 
Treasury Registrar that public organisations 
charged with doing business contribute only 
one percent of gross domestic income.

Opening the second meeting of board 
chairmen and heads of public institutions in 
Arusha yesterday, she said that the organisa-
tions should at least contribute 10 per cent, 
demanding that “we should ask ourselves 
how we feel about this.”

Laying emphasis on the need for domestic 
organizations to reflect on how to increase 
efficiency and effectiveness to achieve these 
goals, she said that public institutions that 
have failed to manage and advance various 
development projects hand over those pro-
jects to the private sector for further develop-
ment.

 “If you have failed to run or manage these 
projects, give them to the private sector to 
use or sell them. Return our money so we 
can use it elsewhere; why should we keep it 
when we don’t have the capability? Let them 
use it and return our money so we can handle 
other matters,” she told the gathering.

“For instance, when Ubungo Plaza was 
opened, everyone had their own opinions, 
but now no one wants to use it, and the same 
goes for the Benjamin Mkapa Towers. There-
fore, the Treasury Registrar should take these 
leaders to that building to see the project’s 
scale, but it remains unproductive with just a 
few clothing shops,” the president noted.

“Invest with confidence that the money will 
be returned. For example, private sector in-
vestors who put in even one shilling will en-
sure that money is recovered and profits are 
made because they conduct research and pay 
all government taxes,” she said.

“We inject money into projects without 
considering if we will get it back, and some-
times it’s political decisions. I’m not blaming 
anyone; I’m just highlighting where public 
funds are going without being recovered,” 
she elaborated.

The Office of the Treasury Registrar needs 
to move to either merge or dissolve unpro-
ductive public institutions rather than pro-
tecting positions of individuals, she stated, 
urging that public organisations must focus 
on strategic investments and beyond Tanza-
nia’s borders.

“Investing abroad would be more meaning-
ful if our citizens have efficient relationships 
and first demonstrate effectiveness domesti-
cally,” she said, noting in illustration that the 

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

NATIONAL Assembly Speaker Dr Tu-
lia Ackson has declared that if current 
practice of detaining people arbitrarily 
by district and regional commissioners 

continues, the law empowering them 
to do so would merit a review.

She issued this position when Mlim-
ba MP Godwin Kunambi raised an ur-
gent matter demanding that the legis-
lature discuss actions of some RCs and 
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‘Food processing best  
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President Samia Suluhu Hassan presents an award to Asha Izina, the board of trustees acting chairperson at the Jakaya 
Kikwete Cardiac Institute (JKCI), in recognition of JKCI’s exceptional economic and social contributions to the country for fiscal 
2023/2024. The president was officiating at a board chairmen and CEOs of business oriented public institutions in Arusha 
yesterday. On the right is Dr Angela Muhozya, the JKCI acting director. Photo: JKC

Speaker: RCs, DCs powers of 
detention could be reviewed
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DCs arresting people and detaining them 
for no reasonable cause, “as the situation 
puts in peril observance of human rights.”

Pointing at an incident in his constitu-
ency, he said that on Monday (August 26) 

By Guardian Reporter 

AS Africa’s youth population continues to 
grow, with one billion projected to be aged be-
tween 15 and 35 years by 2063, food processing 
offers a sustainable avenue for youth employ-
ment, a French-backed study has indicated.

 Dr Ousmane Badiane, executive chairman 
of Akademiya 2063, and co-chairman of the 
Malabo Montpellier Panel which conducted 
the study, the first university being in Equato-
rial Guinea and the second on the French south 
coast, said that a growing class of wealthier, 
time-constrained, mostly urban populations 
in Africa was looking shelf-stable, ready-to-eat, 
ready-to-cook, or easy-to-prepare processed 
foods. 

“This demographic pattern is changing the 
types and amounts of food in demand, and the 
food processing sector must advance rapidly to 
keep pace,” he said.

The continent’s urban population is project-
ed to increase from approximately 43 percent 
of total population in 2020 to 60 percent by 
2050, with the middle class projected to ac-
count for 42 percent of the population by 2060, 
the report noted.

The food processing sector currently faces 
difficulties in meeting the demands of its grow-
ing population, from environmental factors like 
climate change and water shortages but also 
structural constraints.

The latter set of woes is related to improving 
infrastructure and profitability, the develop-

They have moved from 
being a loss-making 
organisation to one 
that is profitable and 
contributing dividends 
to the government
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Alphonce Lusako (L), an advocate linked with the Constitutional Forum, appears with the forum’s executive director Bob 
Wangwe (in white shirt) at High Court premises in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The court was hearing a case filed by the forum to 
demand annulling supervision of the forthcoming local government elections by the President’s Office (Regional Administration 
and Local Governments). Photo: Correspondent Imani Nathaniel
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Plasduce Mbosa, the Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA) director general, in conversation with Yusuf Mwenda (third right), the Tanzania Revenue Authority 
(TRA) commissioner general when the two visited Tanga Port yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

National Assembly Speaker Dr. Tulia Ackson exchanging views with speaks with   British High Commissioner Marianne Young at her introductory courtesy 
call in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Parliament

ment and upgrading of mechanical 
and information technology skills, 
plus access to diminishing trade 
barriers, it further noted.

 It referred to a “triple pull” in 
food demand that is creating sizable 
opportunities for Africa’s food pro-
cessors if they can ramp up compet-
itiveness, the researchers affirmed, 
pointing at benefits processed foods 
can offer.

These include the reduction of 
micronutrient deficiencies through 
large-scale food fortification, with 
governments and other stakehold-
ers needing to work together to im-
plement strategies that address the 
challenges faced in the food pro-
cessing sector, the report states.

Prof Joachim von Braun, the co-
chairman of the Malabo Montpel-
lier Panel working at the Center for 
Development Research (ZEF) of the 
University of Bonn in Germany said 
that the various governments need 
to promote healthy, safe, nutritious 
and quality processed foods, since a 
vibrant food processing sector cre-
ates jobs.

“If carefully designed, Africa’s 
food processing can deliver more 
diverse, nutritious, less perishable 
and more convenient foods that im-
prove people’s well-being, contrib-
ute to sustainable economic growth 
across the continent, and especially 
women can benefit,” the researcher 
emphasised.

The sector is already responsible 

for almost a third of the total manu-
facturing employment in sub-Saha-
ran Africa, he said, examining data 
from Ghana, Kenya and Senegal, 
already making strides with this 
transition.

For instance, Ghana’s ten point 
industrial transformation agenda 
has programmes such as ‘one dis-
trict one warehouse’ to minimize 
post-harvest losses, along with ‘one 
district one factory ,’ to enable food 
processors to obtain credit and tax 
incentives.

It also seeks to set up industrial 
parks as ecosystems for innovation 
and entrepreneurship with consid-
erable food systems involvement 
through value addition, it said.

The authors make some critical 
recommendations for furthering 
these efforts, as the panel’s action 
agenda calls for increased invest-
ments in improved technologies, 
infrastructure plus technical and 
vocational training.

This will help to foster innovation, 
with the background of a conducive 
business environment consisting of 
tax incentives and better access to 
credit, they asserted.

Governments also need to 
strengthen linkages between farm-
ers and food processors, remov-
ing trade barriers faced by food 
processing enterprises, they said, 
highlighting the fact that Africa’s 
population is projected to grow by 
2.5 percent annually, from 1.2 billion 
in 2016 to 2.4 billion by 2050.

FROM PAGE 1

the Kilombero DC visited Chiwachi-
wa village, beset with a land dispute 
pitting the Tanzania Forest Services 
Agency (TFS) and village residents.

He was asked by a councillor to 
verify the boundaries as the villag-
ers believe they are within bounda-
ries of their own zone, whereupon 
the DC ordered the arrest of village 
leaders, the councillor and 11 resi-
dents “who are still in custody,” the 
MP narrated.

The legislation would have to be 
reviewed to remove any confusion 
and prevent leaders from being 
feared by citizens, she said, noting 
that there are instances where peo-
ple lacking legal authority direct 
that people be arrested.

“I request the Prime Minister to 
follow up on this and inform the 
MP about what is happening in the 
constituency because detaining 
people for raising issues publicly is 
inappropriate and not the intended 
purpose of the law,” she specified.

The Speaker asked MPs to under-

stand the challenges faced by re-
gional and district commissioners 
in discharging their functions, and 
how they use the law empowering 
them to order arrest and detaining 
of specific individuals.

She affirmed that rules of proce-
dure in the legislature allow an MP, 
using rule 54, to stand up and re-
quest that the legislature suspend 
its activities to discuss that matter 
urgently if it cannot be addressed 
via usual procedures.

Rule 55 sets conditions for how 
an issue can qualify as an urgent 
matter to allow the legislature to 
discuss the matter and provide a 
forum for debate, she elaborated.

Still the matter is not new and 
not an urgent one as rules relating 
to such arrest and detention have 
been in place for some time, “so 
what the MP raised about the ar-
rest of these 11 people is a recent 
issue, but the procedures involving 
district, regional commissioners or 
ministers instructing law enforce-
ment to arrest people aren’t new,” 
the procedures guru intoned.

Appealing to MPs’ comprehen-
sion of the environment in which 
DCs and RC administer their spe-
cific areas, she said that if MPs dis-
cuss the matter “what directives 
will we give the government,” she 
demanded, asserting that the law 
was enacted to function properly.

But it must be implemented with-
out violating the rights of individu-
als involved, she said, pointing at 
such assurance as the formal par-
liamentary intent in enacting that 
law.

She said that that the legislature 
will be in a position to review the 
law granting authority to regional 
and district commissioners if it is 
found that those functions are in-
appropriately exercised.

“Since the issue is a legal matter 
and the law was enacted by Parlia-
ment, the challenge lies in its imple-
mentation as explained by the MP,” 
she stated, noting that since the 
government is part of the National 
Assembly this provides room its be-
ing discussed.

The specific legislation permits 

leaders to act when they see or sus-
pect someone may pose a threat to 
the safety of others or their own 
safety if left at large, she stated.

She further affirmed that the leg-
islature cannot ascertain the con-
text of the order “that there might 
have been a threat of being harmed 
by citizens or if they intended to 
harm citizens because we do not 
know the specifics.”

“When we discuss it, the House 
must reach a point where it makes 
decisions based on additional in-
formation,” she alerted MPs, elabo-
rating that as the leaders of govern-
ment business is there in person, 
the issue should be addressed, “and 
if there are reasons, the MP should 
be informed why those people 
have been arrested.”

“There is a shortcoming here. 
What the MP has described means 
that we, as MPs, need to review the 
law if it poses challenges in its im-
plementation. The intention of the 
law was not to demonstrate power 
by ordering police to arrest some-
one indiscriminately,” she added.

FROM PAGE 1

Speaker: RCs, DCs powers of detention could be reviewed

Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) 
can perform well domestically but if 
they assist local producers to meet 
international standards, they will 
make a significant contribution.

This will prevent low-standard 
foreign products entering the coun-
try, she said, praising the State Min-
ing Corporation (STAMICO) trans-
formation process. STAMICO has 
increased its revenue from 1.36bn/- 
over 2016-2019 to 85bn/- during 
2023/2024, she stated.

“They have moved from being 
a loss-making organisation to one 
that is profitable and contributing 

dividends to the government,” she 
asserted, while Regional Commis-
sioner Paul Makonda hailed the 
move to allocate 7bn/- for expand-
ing Arusha Airport at Kisongo.

This will include putting up lights 
to allow planes to land during the 
night, he said, noting that planes 
landing there will reduce ‘conges-
tion’ at the Kilimanjaro Internation-
al Airport (KIA).

He also requested the govern-
ment to assist the region build a 
large public hospital capable of pro-
viding up-scaled medical services 
to visitors, thus attracting tourists 
from other countries to seek treat-
ment there.

FROM PAGE 1
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to remove their shoes at security 
checkpoints.

These procedures will continue to 
evolve with technological advance-
ments, he stated, stressing that the 
new law, along with its regulations 
and guidelines, will address these 
challenges and enhance airport 
management.

The minister also highlighted 
high expectations of passengers 
regarding their airport experience, 
from checking in to receiving their 
luggage. “Passengers now expect 
their luggage to be ready upon dis-

embarking,” he stated, asserting 
that such issues can be resolved 
with effective laws, regulations, 
guidelines and efficient digital sys-
tems, ensuring excellent service for 
travelers.

Private sector involvement will 
improve transportation services 
and airport performance, he said, 
while in response to parliamentary 
queries about the return of passen-
ger fees to TAA, he said that discus-
sions will be held with the Treasury 
and the Attorney General’s Office.

This will facilitate finding a solu-
tion ensuring that fees remain with-
in the airport system, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Minister outlines aviation sector 
changes set out in new legislation

‘Food processing best
 job hopes for youths’

By Nqobile Dludla, Johannesburg

SOUTH African authorities 
should introduce regulatory 
‘sandboxes’, or controlled testing 
grounds, to spur innovation in the 
country’s growing digital platform 
sector, tech investor Naspers and 
research firm MISTRA have said.

A “sandbox” allows testing of new 
services in the market, but within a 
controlled regulatory environment 
without having to undergo a costly 
and lengthy full authorization pro-
cess first.

In recent years, e-commerce and 
digital services such as fintech have 

expanded rapidly across South Af-
rica to meet soaring demand driven 
by the pandemic’s lockdowns.

But the pace of digital transfor-
mation in South Africa is still rela-
tively slow, while the regulatory 
environment is still evolving to fully 
address the complexities of the dig-
ital economy, Phuthi Mahanyele-
Dabengwa, CEO of Naspers South 
Africa said at the co-launch of a re-
search report.

Naspers partnered with the Ma-
pungubwe Institute for Strategic 
Reflection (MISTRA) on research 
into digital platform businesses in 
South Africa.

The companies said in the report 
that from a regulatory standpoint, 
policymakers are grappling with 
the need to balance innovation and 
customer protection.

“Regulatory frameworks govern-
ing the (digital) platform economy 

are still evolving, with ongoing de-
bates around issues such as taxa-
tion, labour rights, and licensing,” 
the report found.

Tax loopholes used by foreign 
online retailers such as Shein and 
Temu and potential regulatory ar-
bitrage in digital financial services 
can “create an uneven playing field, 
potentially disadvantaging both lo-
cal and incumbent platform,” the 
report added.

New report shows SA digital platforms 
need testing spaces to spur innovation

BRAZZAVILLE

IN an unprecedented show of 
unity in support of the World 
Health Organization, 14 African 
countries and many partners 
pledged over US$ 45 million to the 
WHO Investment Round, a three-
month-old initiative aimed at gen-
erating sustainable financing for 
the organization at the centre of 
the global health architecture.  

The commitments were made 
during the WHO Regional Commit-
tee for Africa, with member states 
underscoring the importance of in-
vesting in global health and ensur-
ing a strong WHO. 

“I thank our African Region 
member state for actively support-
ing WHO’s first Investment Round 
to mobilize predictable and flex-

ible resources needed for our core 
work over the next four years,” said 
Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General. “Full, sus-
tainable funding will enable WHO 
to support countries better in their 
work to build healthier, more resil-
ient, and more prosperous popula-
tions.” 

The countries and partners 
came together for the historic 
event aimed at sustainably funding 
WHO and thus enabling it to more 
effectively fulfil its mandate and 
advance key objectives to promote, 
provide and protect health and 
well-being for all. The countries 
included Botswana, Cabo Verde, 
Chad, Congo, Ethiopia, Mauritius, 
Namibia, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania 
and The Gambia.  

Fourteen African countries 
pledge resources for health 
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By Special Correspondent

THE Russia-based Rosatom 
Technical Academy has received 20 
students from Africa, winners of a 
video contest Atoms empowering 
Africa.

 The group include students 
from Nigeria, South Africa, Kenya, 
Uganda, Egypt and Sudan.

For the competition, students had 
to shoot and produce a short video 
on The Benefits of Nuclear Energy 
in Africa discussing the potential 
of nuclear energy on the continent. 
The participants shared their work 
on social networks, following certain 
technical recommendations, and 
submitted applications using the 
official form. The prize was a fully 
paid trip to Russia to inspect some 
of the domestic nuclear facilities.

“This part of the contest is 
always the most exciting. Seeing 
excitement and surprise in the 
eyes of these young people when 
they explore the heart of atomic 
technology in Russia is incredible,” 
said Ryan Collier, CEO of the 
Rosatom Regional Office for Central 
and South Africa. 

“It is not only about the technical 
knowledge that they receive, but 
also about the cultural exchange 
and inspiration that they draw from 
the experience of another part 
of the world. We believe that this 
experience will kindle a passion for 
science and technology for life.”

He added: “Looking forward 
to the next year’s contest, we 
anticipate even more innovative 
and creative applications. We hope 
to further expand the scope of the 
competition, attracting more young 
minds throughout the African 
continent and contributing to a 
better understanding of the key 
role that nuclear energy can play in 
sustainable development.”

Students were introduced to the 
educational areas of the academy 
and were shown technical training 
tools for training personnel in the 
nuclear industry. They visited the 
visual prototyping complex for 3D 
demonstration of NPP buildings, 
“operated” a nuclear power plant 
on an analytical multifunctional 
simulator, and examined the model 

of a hypothetical nuclear facility 
and special laboratories.

“We visited the Rosatom 
Technical Academy and visited 
the first nuclear power plant (NPP) 
in Russia in Obninsk. It was a real 
privilege of — to witness behind-
the-scenes work and see how much 
effort has been put into ensuring 
the operational safety and security 
of the » nuclear power plant,” said 
Moon Ogine from Nigeria.

“This trip has become for me 
an experience that has changed 
my life. A visit to the origin of 
the nuclear industry in Obninsk 
and monitoring the actual use of 
atomic technologies expanded 
my knowledge and spurred my 
aspirations to contribute to the 
energy future of Africa,” said Yasmin 
Ehab from Egypt.

Cultural immersion continued 
with visits to iconic attractions in 
Moscow, such as Red Square and 
the Kremlin, which became the 
background for understanding the 
cultural heritage of Russia, and also 
allowed a deeper understanding of 
the country’s policies and history.

Since its inception in 2015, Atoms 
Empowering Africa has become 
a driving force in enabling young 
people to immerse themselves in 
nuclear power. By encouraging 
African youth to explore and 
represent the benefits of atomic 
energy, the competition not only 
arouses curiosity for science, but 
also paves the way for a sustainable 
energy future for Africa.

Jerome Albou (right), interim CEO for Tigo (T) Ltd. introduces Hassan Jaber, the Axian Telecom Group chief executive officer to the staff at the 
company’s offices in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

SEVENTY people have been 
injured in an accident involving a 
train with registration number Y14 
which was traveling from Kigoma 
to Dar es Salaam.

The train derailed and overturned 
between Kazuramimba and Uvinza 
stations in Kigoma Region.

According to Jamila Mbarouk, 

Head of Communication Unit at 
the Tanzania Railway Corporation 
(TRC), the accident occurred on 
Tuesday night and six of the train’s 
carriages derailed.

“TRC in collaboration with the 
Kigoma regional health officials 
transported the injured to Uvinza 
District Hospital for treatment,” she 
said. “Their conditions improve: 
57 have been discharged, eight are 

still receiving treatment and five 
have been transferred to Maweni 
Regional Referral Hospital for 
further care. No fatalities have been 
reported.”

She added that the train which 
was carrying 571 passengers 
continued its journey to Tabora, 
Dodoma, Morogoro, Coast and Dar 
es Salaam, adding the TRC was 
assisting the injured.

Kigoma District Commissioner 
Salum Kalli said that the 
government was making efforts to 
ensure that all injured individuals 
receive medical care and resume 
their activities.

Kassim Ibrahim, a witness, 
reported that four passenger 
carriages and two freight carriages 
fell after the train went off the 
track.

Train derailment in Kigoma 
leaves 70 passengers injured

NAIROBI/CAIRO

THE UN World Food Programme 
is investigating two of its top 
officials in Sudan over allegations 
including fraud and concealing 
information from donors about its 
ability to deliver food aid to civilians 
amid the nation’s dire hunger 
crisis, according to 11 people with 
knowledge of the probe.

The investigation by the WFP’s 
Office of the Inspector General 
(OIG) comes as the UN’s food-aid 
arm is struggling to feed millions of 
people in war-plagued Sudan, now 
suffering one of the world’s most 
severe food shortages in years.

As part of the probe, investigators 
are looking at whether WFP staff 
sought to hide the alleged role of 
Sudan’s army in obstructing aid 
amid a brutal 16-month war with a 
rival paramilitary for control of the 
country, according to five of the 
sources who spoke to Reuters.

One of those being examined in 
the inquiry is WFP’s deputy country 
director in Sudan, Khalid Osman, 
who has been given a “temporary 
duty assignment” outside Sudan, a 
de facto suspension, according to 
six sources.

A second senior official, WFP 
area manager Mohammed Ali, is 
being investigated in connection 
with the alleged disappearance of 
more than 200,000 litters of the UN 
organisation’s fuel in the Sudanese 
city of Kosti, according to four 
sources. Reuters could not confirm 
whether Ali remains in his role.

Osman and Ali declined to 
comment when contacted by 
Reuters, referring the news agency 
to the WFP’s media office.

Asked about the probe by Reuters, 
the WFP said that “allegations of 
individual misconduct related to 
irregularities in pockets of our 

operation in Sudan are under urgent 
review by its inspector general’s 
office.” It declined to comment on 
the nature of alleged wrongdoing or 
the status of specific employees.

The US government’s aid agency, 
USAID, told Reuters in a statement 
that it was notified by the WFP on 
August 20 of “potential incidents of 
fraud affecting WFP operations in 
Sudan.” USAID says it is the single 
largest donor to the WFP, providing 
nearly half of all contributions in a 
typical year.

 “These allegations are deeply 
concerning and must be thoroughly 
investigated,” the USAID statement 
said. “USAID immediately referred 
these allegations to the USAID 
Office of the Inspector General.”

The investigation comes at a 
critical time for the WFP, which 
describes itself as the world’s largest 
humanitarian organization. It won 
the 2020 Nobel peace prize for 
its role in combating hunger and 
promoting peace.

WFP confirms investigation 
of its two officials in Sudan

By Guardian Reporter

CCM Secretary for ideology, 
publicity and training Amos 
Makala has asked Tanzania Ports 
Authority (TPA) to improve 
services at the Port of Dar es 
Salaam so that it serves a bigger 
share of the African trade market.

Makala made the appeal in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday during a visit 
to the port where he assessed 
its performance and efficiency 
following recent investments.

 He emphasized the importance 
of accelerating integration 
between the port and the 
Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) to 
attract trade from neighbouring 
countries.

“Work hard and do not look back. 
Do not be swayed by criticism or 
intimidation,” he said.

Makala acknowledged that the 
process of seeking investors for 
the port had faced significant 
debate and criticism.

“We anticipated this reaction to 
the investment. We understand 
the government’s goals and plans. 
Our role is to plan and drive 
development for Tanzanians while 
the opposition’s role is to oversee,” 
he said.

He criticised opposition parties 
for their consistent opposition 
to government projects, noting 
that they often benefit from the 
projects once completed.

“They opposed the purchase of 

airplanes, yet now they fly. They 
opposed the SGR and now they 
use it. They opposed the Mwalimu 
Nyerere Hydropower Project but 
are now benefiting from the power 
supply. So, we are not surprised 
when they oppose the investment 
at Dar es Salaam Port,” he said.

Makala said that since DP World 
signed the management contract 
for the port, it has invested 214bn/- 
in upgrading and equipment, with 
plans to invest a total of 675bn/-.

He noted that in just four months 
of operating the port, it has made 
significant progress, including 
reducing ship congestion waiting 

to be unloaded.
Juma Kijavara, Deputy Managing 

Director of TPA, reported 
that significant operational 
improvements have occurred at 
the port in the past three years.

The achievements include the 
repair of docks, acquisition of 
modern cargo handling equipment 
and reduction in cargo unloading 
time from 20 days to a few days.

Other notable successes include 
an increase in cargo handling 
equipment, repair and reactivation 
of damaged equipment and 
acquisition of 20 cargo handling 
vehicles.

Makala wants Dar port to amplify 
efficiency, increase market share

African students visit 
Russia nuke academy

Bukoba Urban MP Stephen Byabato asks a supplementary question in the National Assembly in Dodoma yesterday during the question-and-answer 
session. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

As part of the 
probe, investi-
gators are look-
ing at whether 
WFP staff 
sought to hide 
the alleged role 
of Sudan’s army 
in obstructing 
aid amid a bru-
tal 16-month 
war with a rival 
paramilitary for 
control of the 
country

It is not only 
about the tech-
nical knowledge 
that they receive, 
but also about 
the cultural ex-
change and in-
spiration that 
they draw from 
the experience of 
another part of 
the world...
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By Guardian Reporter

LIVESTOCK and Fisheries 
Minister Abdalla Ulega has urged 
pastoralists to allocate sufficient 
land for growing fodder such as 
Juncao which the government has 
supported by providing seeds.

Ulega made the appeal earlier 
this week when he visited herders 
at Mpelumbe Village, Gwata ward, 
Kibaha district in Coast Region 
where he observed construction of 
a cattle drinking dam.

He commended their initiative, 
which aligns with the government’s 
goals to enhance livestock sector’s 
contributions to both national and 
individual levels.

“Herders must adopt fodder 
cultivation for their livestock given 
the significant threats posed by 
climate change,” he said.

He praised the herders for their 
efforts and announced that from 
January next year, the ministry will 
allocate 50m/- to further improve 
the dam they have started.

Ulega also informed the herders 
about the ‘Tutunzane’ campaign 
which promotes modern livestock 
farming practices, including 
fodder cultivation, construction of 
watering dams and environmental 
conservation.

The Minister acknowledged 
Muhammadi Ragwa from 
Gumba Village, Gwata ward, for 
his successful transition from 
traditional to modern livestock 
farming which has led to notable 
improvements.

During a recent visit to Ragwa’s 
farm, Ulega observed various 
advancements, including a pond, 
storage facilities for animal feed 
and a feed processing machine.

Ulega commended Ragwa’s 
progress, noting that it aligns 
with the government’s goal of 
encouraging modern farming 
practices among herders. Ulega 
provided Ragwa with additional 
fodder seeds and instructed 
ministry experts to oversee 
construction of a watering trough 

in the village.
 He said trough will be managed 

by Ragwa for the benefit of all 
herders, serving as both recognition 
of his efforts and encouragement 
for others.

“The government’s 
commendable plans to improve 
the livestock sector should focus 
on areas where herders like Ragwa 
have demonstrated progress,” he 
said.

Ragwa shared his farming 
journey, explaining that he was 

born in a pastoral family and 
inherited a traditional migratory 
herding style.

After facing numerous challenges, 
including livestock diseases, he 
transitioned to modern, intensive 
livestock farming.

The shift rewarded him 
significant benefits, including a 
permanent residence for his family, 
healthier livestock and improved 
infrastructure such as a watering 
pond, feed storage facilities and a 
feed processing machine.

By Special Correspondent 

SOME countries have pledged to 
donate doses of mpox vaccines to 
combat an outbreak of the disease 
in Africa after the World Health 
Organization declared it a global 
public health emergency for the 
second time in two years.

Such donations are meant to 
address the huge inequity that left 
African nations with no access to 
the shots used during the global 
outbreak in 2022.

Below is a list of countries that 
have promised to donate doses they 
hold, made by Denmark’s Bavarian 
Nordic (BAVA.CO), opens new tab or 
Japan’s KM Biologics:

France will donate 100,000 doses 
based on “locally identified needs”, 
its health ministry said on the 
Q&A section, opens new tab of its 
website, last updated on Aug. 23.

Germany will donate 100,000 
doses from its military stocks to help 
contain the outbreak in the short 
term, a government spokesperson 
said on August 26.

Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
government has asked Japan to 
donate at least 2 million vaccine 
doses, a senior official at Africa’s top 
public health body and a Congolese 
official said on August 27. Japan’s 

government had earlier said Congo 
had requested doses without 
specifying the number.

Spain will donate 500,000 doses, 
or 20 percent of its stockpile, its 
health ministry said on Aug. 27. 
It has also urged the European 
Commission to propose that all EU 
member states donate 20 percent of 
their respective stock of the vaccine.

The U.S. State Department said on 
August 22 it would donate 50,000 
doses of Bavarian Nordic’s vaccine 
to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, along with financial support 
for the rollout.

The U.S. Agency for International 
Development said on August 27 
it would donate 10,000 doses of 
mpox vaccines to Nigeria. 

The EU has urged its members 
to coordinate their donations 
rather than do them individually. 
The European Commission has a 
joint procurement contract with 
Bavarian Nordic to buy vaccines 
for donations. The bloc’s Health 
Emergency Preparedness and 
Response Authority (HERA) 
agreed to procure 175,420 doses of 
Bavarian’s vaccine and donate them 
to the Africa Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 
while the Danish company will 
donate additional 40,000 doses.

Countries pledge mpox jabs 
to combat outbreak in Africa

Dr Selemani Jafo (R), the Industry and Trade minister, is briefed about a water well in the vicinity of the Engaruka soda ash strategic project site from 
Dr Nicolaus Shombe, the National Development Corporation (NDC) managing director when visiting the project site in Monduli District, Arusha Region 
yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Minister wants herders to allocate land, grow fodder

NAIROBI

A Suspect who police said 
confessed to killing 42 women 
and was being detained over 
the discovery of dismembered 
bodies in Kenya’s capital has 
escaped from police custody, 
officials have said.

Mohamed Amin, the head 
of the Directorate of Criminal 
Investigations, said Collins 
Jumaisi Khalusha escaped 
along with 12 other inmates of 
Eritrean nationality who had 
been arrested for being in the 
country illegally.

Acting police inspector 
general Gilbert Masengeli 
said disciplinary measures 
have been taken against eight 
officers, including the area 
and station commanders and 
officers who were on duty.

“Our preliminary 
investigations indicate that the 

escape was aided by insiders 
considering that officers were 
deployed accordingly to guard 
the station,” he said.

A police report said the 
inmates escaped early Tuesday 
morning after they cut through 
wire mesh in the cell and scaled 
the perimeter wall. The escape 
was discovered as breakfast 
was being taken into the cell.

Khalusha, 33, was being 
detained at the police station 
after a court allowed detectives 
seven more days to investigate 
his alleged crimes before 
charging him.

Khalusha was arrested in July 
after 10 bodies and several body 
parts were found wrapped in 
plastic sacks in the Kware area 

of Nairobi.
Police said Khalusha 

confessed to killing 42 women, 
including his wife. “This was a 
high-value suspect who was to 
face serious charges. We are 
investigating the incident and 
will take action accordingly,” 
Amin said.

Khalusha’s lawyer, John Maina 
Ndegwa, told journalists his 
client was tortured and forced 
to confess and maintained he 
was not guilty.

Ndegwa said that he last 
spoke to Khalusha on Friday 
when he was presented in 
court.

“I’m also confounded by the 
news,” he said.

The police station from 

which the suspects escaped 
was cordoned off with crime 
scene tape and senior police 
officers visited it on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Two other suspects who were 
arrested after being found with 
cellphones belonging to some 
of the deceased women are to 
return to court next Monday.

Police in July said the bodies 
were discovered after relatives 
of one missing woman said 
they had a dream in which she 
told them to search in a quarry.

The relatives asked a local 
diver to help and he discovered 
the bodies wrapped in sacks. 
Six bodies were identified after 
DNA tests, but several body 
parts remain unidentified.

KHARTOUM 

AT least 30 people 
have been killed 
following the collapse 
of a dam in Sudan’s 
northwest Red Sea State, 
according to the United 
Nation’s emergency 
relief agency. 

Hundreds more are 

believed missing, Reuters reported.
Flash flooding decimated 20 

villages and damaged a further 50 
after the Arba’at Dam collapsed 
Sunday, the United Nations Office for 
the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) said. It estimated 
50,000 people had been “severely 
affected” by the disaster.

In the villages of Khor-Baraka and 
Tukar, residents were reportedly 
forced to flee for safety, OCHA also 
said, citing local officials. It added 
that the final death toll could rise 
significantly.

Footage of the aftermath shows 
industrial trucks buried in mud and 
debris, some laden with crates and 
personal belongings. Other vehicles 
are almost unrecognizable on the 
silty riverbank.

One resident who lived near the 
dam, Moussa Mohamad Moussa, 
said: “The dam broke and… the 
water swept away around 40 
people,” he said.

Another resident, Ali Issa, was 
pictured saying he had helped to 
rescue families, elderly people, and 
children who were trapped in their 
cars when the floodwaters rose. 

“We came to the area to check out 
the situation but we couldn’t reach 
the Arba’at Dam because there was 
so much water,” he said.

Initial reports indicated torrential 
rains had caused the dam to breach, 
OCHA said, adding this had resulted 
in the reservoir behind it “being 
fully drained.”

Damaged trucks buried in the 
mud after the collapse of the Arba’at 
Dam in Sudan following heavy rains 
and torrential floods on August 25, 
2024.

The dam facility supplies fresh 
water to Port Sudan, the country’s 
fifth largest city, which is about 
38 kilometers (23 miles) to the 
southeast.

OCHA said the damage 
was expected to worsen the 
humanitarian situation in Red Sea 
State. In recent months, aid agencies 
have warned Sudan is on the brink 
of collapse and starvation following 
more than a year of civil war.

Sudan’s Federal Minister of 
Health, Dr. Haitham Muhammad 
Ibrahim, promised emergency 
humanitarian assistance including 
the provision of basic medicines 

and medical personnel during a 
visit to the region Sunday, according 
to a statement by his office. He also 
committed to provide resources to 
support evacuation efforts.

On Monday, Sudanese Armed 
Forces (SAF) chief and head of the 
Sudanese Transitional Sovereignty 
Council Abdel Fattah al-Burhan 
visited Tokhar, an area devastated 
by the weekend’s storms but 
unaffected by the dam collapse, 
according to a statement from the 
council. Footage posted to X by the 
council shows Al-Burhan speaking 
with residents of the town, roughly 
170km south of Arba’at.

The region surrounding the 
Arba’at Dam has been wracked 
with humanitarian challenges. 
The region hosts nearly 240,000 
displaced people, according to 
the United Nations International 
Organization for Migration.

OCHA said it is liaising with 
partners, including United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency 
Fund and WASH Cluster and local 
officials to reach communities 
affected by the collapse.

Man suspected of murdering 42 women 
escapes from police custody in Kenya

At least 30 dead after dam collapses in Sudan, UN agency says



Thursday 29 August 2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              5

NEWS  

Ramadhani Majanga, the municipal transport officer for Morogoro, contributes during a financial literacy class for the general public at the Mbaraka Mwinshehe Hall 
yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG 

SOUTH African billionaire Johann 
Rupert has overtaken Nigerian 
industrialist Aliko Dangote as Africa’s 
richest person, according to the latest 
data from the Bloomberg Billionaires 
Index.

Rupert controls Richemont, one of the 
world’s largest luxury goods firms, which 
owns brands like Cartier and Montblanc.

His net worth has surged by $1.9 billion 
to $14.3 billion, placing him at 147th 
position globally, 12 places ahead of 
Dangote.

The Nigerian’s fortune has fallen by 
$1.7 billion this year, giving him a net 
worth of $13.4 billon, Bloomberg reports.

The downturn in Dangote’s wealth 
underscores Nigeria’s challenging 
economic environment, where his 
conglomerate primarily operates.

Since President Bola Tinubu assumed 
office last year, he has introduced several 
economic reforms in Africa’s most 
populous nation, including the removal 
of fuel subsidies, which have contributed 
to high inflation, currently over 30 
percent.

Tinubu said the reforms were 
necessary to cut government spending 
and stimulate long-term growth.

The sharp fall in the value of the 
naira has significantly affected Dangote, 
whose wealth is largely tied to assets 
denominated in the local currency.

The 66-year-old businessman made 
his wealth in the cement and sugar 
industries - and last year opened an 
oil refinery in Nigeria’s economic hub, 
Lagos.

His business empire, the Dangote 
Group, has also faced numerous setbacks 
in recent months due to production 

delays at its refinery and supply chain 
disruptions.

He was listed by Forbes magazine in 
January as Africa’s richest man for the 
13th year in a row despite the country’s 
economic difficulties.

But the latest Bloomberg index places 
him second in Africa and 159th globally.

The rise in Rupert’s net worth was 
buoyed by strong performances in the 
luxury goods sector.

As well as the Switzerland-based 
Richemont, his other holdings include 
Remgro, a South African investment 
vehicle with stakes in more than 30 
companies, Bloomberg reports.

He inherited the family business 
from his father, Anton Rupert, and has 
expanded it from mostly tobacco to 
become a multi-billion-dollar luxury 
goods venture.

The businessman attended the 

University of Stellenbosch to study 
economics but dropped his studies to 
join his father’s business in 1984.

Rupert has been vocal about political 
and environmental issues in South Africa 
and campaigned against white-minority 
rule. He has received several awards for 
his business activities.

The billionaire lives in Cape Town, 
where he owns a lavish mansion, but 
he also has properties in Geneva and 
London.

Nicky Oppenheimer, another South 
African billionaire, was ranked the 
third richest person in Africa with a net 
worth of $11.3 billion, followed by Nassef 
Sawiris, an Egyptian businessman, with a 
fortune of $9.48 billion.

South African investor Natie Kirsh 
completed the top five African 
billionaires list with $9.22 billion.

Like Forbes, the Bloomberg ranking 
monitors daily changes in the net worth 
of the world’s wealthiest individuals.

The title of Africa’s richest person may 
continue to change hands as market 
conditions fluctuate and businesses 
navigate complex challenges.

South African billionaire overtakes 
Dangote as Africa’s richest person

By Guardian Correspondent, Tanga

TANZANIA Revenue Authority 
(TRA) has commended the Tanzania 
Port Authority (TPA) for its efforts to 
improve efficiency of port services.

Yusuph Mwenda, TRA Commissioner 
General, gave the commendation here 
on Tuesday when he visited Tanga Port 
accompanied by TPA Director General 
Plasduce Mbossa.

Mwenda said that the improvement 
of port services has had a great 
contribution to collection of 
government revenue for goods entering 
the country, expressing his happiness 
to witness major reforms in the port 
following investment made in terms of 

infrastructure and modern equipment.
He emphasized the importance of 

cooperation for the two institutions in 
working together, increasing efficiency 
of services and hence contributing 
significantly to development of the 
nation.

Mbossa praised the existing 
cooperation between TPA and TRA 
and promised that this will be further 
strengthened especially in the area of 

use of Information and Communication 
Technology (ICT) to get accuracy of 
cargo information and due charges.

The duo also visited Pangani and 
Sahare ports and witnessed provision 
of services and discussed the best 
way to increase the scope of revenue 
collection in the two small ports.

Recently, DP World Tanzania issued a 
statement saying that major investment 
at the port of Dar es Salaam has begun 

to produce positive outcomes, with the 
government set to save $600m (1.5trn/-) 
in one year.

Martin Jacob, chief executive officer 
of DP World Tanzania and the Middle 
East outlined recent developments 
at the port since the commencement 
of contract with the Dubai-based 
multinational logistics firm, explaining 
improvements made in the four 
months. 

By Correspondent Halfani Chusi, Dodoma

DODOMA Region Commissioner Rosemary 
Senyamule has said that there is an increase of 
unreported incidents of gender based violence in the 
region because some victims opt to or are compelled to 
shield culprits who are mostly their relatives or partners 
from law enforcement bodies.

Senyamule made the remarks in Kondoa District 
during commemoration of the 7th gender festival 
aimed at sharing insights on the prepared National 
Development Vision 2050 and 30 years of the Beijing 
Conference.

She said that the region has been recording shocking 
brutal assassinations rooted in relationships, mostly 
attributed to jealousy and excessive alcoholism.

Senyamule said that in addressing such cases, the 
government had noticed that women tend to protect 
their abusers.

“The attitude makes it difficult for law enforcement 
bodies in the region to address the problem of gender-
based violence. About 60 percent of gender violence 
cases happen at home,” she said.

According to her, moral decay in the society has been 
the major cause of violent acts.

As a result of the situation, she directed all councils 
in the region to provide awareness on issues related to 
gender-based violence and ways of addressing them as 
well as encouraging people to share their opinions on 
the proposed National Development Vision 2050.

“A significant number of deaths in Dodoma are caused 
by alcoholism and relationship-related jealousy,” she 
said.

Lilian Lihundi, Tanzania Gender Network (TGNP) 
Executive Director, said the organisation will continue 
to implement Beijing Goals in collaboration with other 
actors that defend women’s rights and gender equality 
in the country.

She said that TGNP will also continue the movement 
to encourage women to contest for political leadership 
positions.

She said the reason for having the festival celebrated 
in Kondoa District was due to statistics showing that the 
district has the highest rate of reported gender violence 
cases.

“We are aware that the challenge of early pregnancy is 
devastating in Kondoa District. To address the challenge 
requires joint efforts,” she said.

“These are problems that are largely rooted in 
traditions and customs and therefore require joint 
efforts to achieve the National Development Vision of 
2050 and make early pregnancies a thing of the past.”

Agness Lukanga, Kondoa District gender, arts and 
development specialist said in the last 30 years since 
Beijing Conference, there has been tremendous 
awareness on gender issues even though gender 
violence has increased and the rate of reporting such 
incidents has also increased.

‘Most GBV 
incidents in 
Dodoma go 
unreported to 
shield culprits’

TRA happy with improvement, 
service quality at leading ports 

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE government in collaboration with various 
stakeholders is set to plant eight million trees annually 
in Kilimanjaro Region as part of measures to protect the 
disappearing glacier on Mount Kilimanjaro.

Dastan Kitandula, Deputy Minister for Natural 
Resources and Tourism announced the plans here 
yesterday when responding to a question by Moshi 
Rural MP Prof Patrick Ndakidemi (CCM) who wanted to 
know government’s measures to protect disappearing 
ice on Africa’s tallest mountain.

Responding, Kitandula stated that the primary cause 
of the reduction in ice on Mount Kilimanjaro is global 
warming due to climate change.

“This is exacerbated by increased human activities, 
particularly deforestation, agriculture, fires in the areas 
surrounding the mountain, below normal rainfall, 
drought and dry winds from the Indian Ocean,” he said.

Kitandula said that other measures include 
raising public awareness about tree planting and 
environmental conservation through radio and 
television programmes, festivals and various national 
and international observances.

He also mentioned that the government, in 
collaboration with stakeholders, has launched a 
campaign to plant over one billion trees in the northern 
regions to save the glacier on Mount Kilimanjaro.

“Medium-term strategies include promoting better 
land use and strengthening protection in the areas 
surrounding Mount Kilimanjaro as well as implementing 
plans to control and combat mountain fires,” he said.

He further noted that in implementing long-term 
strategies, the government continues to work with 
regional and international organizations to implement 
joint strategies to withstand and address climate change. 
This includes improving agricultural technologies, 
enhancing water use efficiency, reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions and restoring ecological systems on and 
around the mountain.

Government to plant 8 
million trees annually to 
save diminishing glacier 
on Mount Kilimanjaro

Job Ndubussa (C), the Kerezange primary school head teacher in Dar es Salaam plants a coffee tree in collaboration with Ansh Shah (R), the CEO for Sustainology Co. and 
Colin Francis, the BR Food Industries CEO, promoting the campaign to plant five million trees nationwide yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Christina Mwakangale
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JOHANNESBURG

TEN foreigners were killed 
when a bus they were traveling 
in overturned in South Africa’s 
Limpopo Province on Tuesday 
night, local authorities said 
yesterday.

The bus was en route to 
Johannesburg from neighbouring 
Zimbabwe when the accident 
happened on the N1 highway near 
Makhado, just before midnight, the 
Limpopo Provincial Department of 
Transport and Community Safety 
said in a statement.

“All the deceased, five males and 
five females, are reportedly foreign 

nationals,” said the department.
“According to reports, the bus 

drove over a round-about, the 
last traffic circle from Makhado 
toward Polokwane, at high speed, 
lost control and overturned, killing 
and injuring its passengers in the 
process,” the statement said.

“The bus driver is reportedly 
new in his job, and not familiar 
with the surroundings,” it added.

According to a separate 
statement issued by the Road 
Traffic Management Corporation 
(RTMC), three people were 
seriously injured while 20 others 
suffered slight injuries and 22 
passengers were unharmed in the 

accident.
“Preliminary reports indicate that 

the bus was traveling southbound 
when the driver allegedly failed to 
negotiate a traffic circle, leading to 
the vehicle overturning,” the RTMC 
said. “The exact cause is still under 
investigation. We urge all road 
users to exercise caution, especially 
when approaching traffic circles.”

Limpopo province witnessed 
two major road accidents earlier 
this year. In May, 13 people died in a 
head-on collision involving a heavy 
motor vehicle and a minibus taxi. 
In March, 45 people traveling from 
Botswana to South Africa were 
killed in another bus accident. 

Ten foreigners die after 
bus countermands in SA

Dodoma Regional Commissioner Rosemary Senyamule (2nd R) and Kondoa DC Fatma Nyangasa (2nd L) cut a 
ribbon to inaugurate the 7th Gender Festival, a three-day event taking place in the district, organized by the 
Tanzania Gender Networking Programme (TGNP). Left is TGNP board chairperson Gemma Akilimali and right is 
Lilian Liundi, the network’s executive director. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

KINSHASA

THE ongoing mpox outbreak 
in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) has resulted in 
more than 17,801 suspected cases, 
including 610 deaths, DRC Health 
Minister Roger Kamba has said.

The minister urged the 
population to adhere to protective 
measures, especially with the 
upcoming school year in early 
September, and to get vaccinated as 
soon as vaccines become available.

Suspected cases are being 
reported in conflict-affected 
provinces that host the majority of 
the country’s 7.3 million internally 
displaced people, which risks 
“worsening an already untenable 
situation for a population devastated 
by decades of conflict,” said a 
statement released on Tuesday 

by the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees.

On Monday, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) launched a 
Global Strategic Preparedness and 
Response Plan for mpox to end 
human-to-human transmission 
of smallpox through coordinated 
efforts at global, regional, and 
national levels.

“The mpox outbreaks in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
and neighbouring countries can be 
controlled, and can be stopped,” 
said WHO Director-General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus.

Mpox kills over 600 in 
DRC, affirms minister

LUSAKA

ZAMBIA wants to see increased 
partnerships between Chinese 
and local entities from deals 
that would be reached at the 
forthcoming Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC), a 
senior government official said on 
Tuesday.

Authorities in Zambia were 
adequately preparing the 
delegation that will be traveling to 
China for the FOCAC to ensure that 
maximum benefits were derived 
from the summit, said Minister of 
Tourism Rodney Sikumba.

He said Zambia wants to 
leverage China’s advancement in 
various sectors such as energy, 
tourism and agriculture, as well 
as get experience that could be 
utilized to advance the country’s 
development from the FOCAC.

“The mechanization of 
agriculture that we have seen in 
China is something we want to 
learn from,” he told Xinhua.

Zambia, he said, was aware 
that China was one of the 
leading countries in sustainable 
production of electricity, which is 
worth learning from.

Sikumba said Zambia has a lot of 
potential in the tourism sector and 
wants China to be a key partner in 
tourism development.

The minister said the Zambia 
Development Agency was 
instructed to ensure that the 
business delegation traveling to 
China for the FOCAC can engage 

meaningfully with their Chinese 
counterparts.

He said the government expects 
that Zambian businesses would 
partner with Chinese enterprises 
in various projects such as those 
under the Belt and Road Initiative.

“We are very delighted that 
our president has confirmed 
participation and we should be 
able to see a number of Zambian 
businesses participating and we 
expect fruitful outcomes,” Sikumba 
said.

The 2024 Summit of the Forum 
on China-Africa Cooperation will 
be held in Beijing from September 
4 to 6.

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Freight Forwarders 
Association (TAFFA) says that huge 
investment made at the Port of 
Dar es Salaam has reduced cargo 
unloading period from an average 
of between 25 and 30 days to 
between three and five days.

Edward Urio, TAFFA president 
made the remarks in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday when speaking at a press 
conference.  Urio said that the 
efforts to modernise the port have 
reduced the cost for a ship to stay at 
the port.

“As major stakeholders in 
transportation and cargo handling 
at the port, we are very proud of the 
substantial investment made at the 
port,” he said.

He noted that the joint efforts of 

the government and private sector 
have improved efficiency at the 
port and are likely to attract more 
investors.

He attributed efficiency at the 
port to primarily the $600 million 
investment that involves expanding 
service facilities from berth 0 to 
7, deepening water channels and 
expanding turning basins for ships.

He explained the average cost for 
a ship to stay at the port beyond 
the gate-per-day is around $10,000 
(25m/-). This, in turn, impacts 
Tanzanians as end consumers.

According to Urio, the 
improvements have attracted more 
customers who export cargo to 
various destinations within and 
outside Tanzania using the railway 
system. The improvements have 
also increased tax collection, he 

said.
“The Tanzania Revenue Authority 

has held a meeting with TAFFA 
and commended our contribution 
because we provide high-quality 
services and have enhanced 
competition to the advantage of 
customers. TAFFA is proud to be 
part of this process,” he said.

To address successes and 
challenges related to port   use, he 
said there are monthly meetings in 
the name of Port Import Council 
(PIC) where stakeholders discuss 
issues related to improvement of 
port services.

Freight forwarders state 
significant decrease in 
cargo unloading period

“The mpox outbreaks in the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and neighbouring 
countries can be controlled, 
and can be stopped”

“As major stakeholders in 
transportation and cargo 
handling at the port, we are 
very proud of the substantial 
investment made at the port”

Zambia seeks stronger 
partnership with China
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Kibaha District Commissioner Nickson Simon (L), officiates at the non-governmental organizations (NGO) forum opening session, appearing for Coast 
Regional Commissioner Abubakar Kunenge yesterday. He urged NGOs to conduct civic education in view of the forthcoming local government elections 
and general election next year. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika

By Special Correspondent

THE Least Developed Countries 
(LDCs) Strategy and Ministerial 
Meeting opened in Lilongwe, 
Malawi, on Monday with a call 
for member states to have a 
unified voice at the climate 
change conference in November 
to lobby for support to address 
climate change impacts that the 
countries face.

Malawian Principal Secretary 
for Natural Resources and Climate 
Change, Yusuf Mkungula made 

the call saying a unified voice and 
common position of LDCs at the 
29th session of the Conference 
of the Parties (COP29) would 
assist in pushing for predictable, 
scaled-up, and accessible 
financing for implementing 
adaptation, mitigation programs 
and addressing loss and damage 
in LDCs.

Mkungula stressed that the 
unified and common position 
of the LDCs at the November 
COP29 in Baku, Azerbaijan, 
would also play a crucial role in 

shaping international climate 
policies and negotiations that 
would assist in mitigating climate 
change impacts on LDCs.

The Strategy and Ministerial 
Meeting, themed “Uniting for 1.5 
degrees Celsius -- Aligned Climate 
Action and Resilient Future,” 
has drawn participants from all 
the 45 LDCs, and is expected to 
conclude Wednesday.

According to the chairperson 
of the LDCs Group Evans Njewa, 
the key objective of the LDCs 
Strategy and Ministerial Meeting 

is to solidify strategies that can 
drive substantial outcomes at 
COP29.

Njewa said during the opening 
that, as the LDCs family, they 
believe that the current climate 
action is insufficient and that 
“there is a pressing need for 
raised ambition.”

Participants will also discuss 
mitigation and just transition 
of outcomes for COP29 and 
common positions on the Global 
Goal on Adaptation to increase 
resilience, said Njewa. 

By Beatrice Philemon

EXPERTS are set to conduct 
research in Tanzania to help the 
country develop a new policy and 
strategic action plan to overcome 
the pressing climate challenges.

Dubbed ‘Advancing Knowledge 
for Long-term Benefits and Climate 
Adaptation through Holistic 
Climate Services and Nature-Based 
Solutions (ALBATROSS)’, the project 
is set to run for three years and will 
be conducted in Kigamboni District, 
Dar es Salaam. 

Funded by the European Union 
(EU) at the tune of 4.3bn/-, the 
study will be carried out by Ardhi 
University (ARU) in collaboration 
with experts from universities 
in Germany and Italy, as well as 
academic and non-academic 
institutions from South Africa, 
Kenya, Ghana and Madagascar 
where the same study will be 
conducted. 

Prof Wilbard Kombe of ARU’s 
Institute of Human Settlements 
Studies who is lead researcher said 
this on Tuesday when addressing 
journalists in Dar es Salaam on the 
proposed research. 

He said that the research is 
designed to help the country 
implement innovative strategies 
to fight effects of climate change 
which have severely impacted food 
security and public health, leaving 
the world’s poorest populations at 
risk.

“ALBATROSS aims to support 
sustainable development and 
climate resilience by creating 
climate services and tools to assess 
the impact of natural hazards on 
ecosystems, food security and socio-
economic vulnerability,” he said.

Key components of the research 
include nature-based solutions 
that engage local communities in 
activities such as fishing, mangrove 
restoration and beekeeping. The 
efforts aim to restore aquatic 
biodiversity and protect mangrove 
ecosystems from degradation 
caused by charcoal production and 
firewood collection.

Prof Kombe also said that the 
challenges faced in Kigamboni 
area include increased soil erosion, 
rising sea levels, unpredictable 
weather patterns, decreasing 
rainfall, drought, extreme weather 
conditions and declining fish 
species. 

“These issues have led to 
depletion of mangroves and aquatic 
biodiversity,” he said, stressing that 
addressing climate change requires 
cross-sectoral management and 
active community participation. 

“Climate change intensifies 
territorial risks and impacts human 
migration and displacement, 
especially in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Effective planning and management 
of migration hotspots are essential,’ 
he said.

Prof Alphonce Kyessi, a member 
of ALBATROSS team, said that the 
project aims to provide innovative 
tools and knowledge for developing 
effective and sustainable adaptation 
strategies.

He further announced that 
researchers from around the world 
gather in Dar es Salaam today to 
discuss climatic hazards and explore 
nature-based solutions for climate 
adaptation.

Recommendations from the 
meeting will help Tanzania revise its 
current climate change strategies. 
Prof Kyessi emphasized the need 
for cooperation with various 
stakeholders, including local 
communities, beekeeping groups, 
community policing groups and 
youth and women’s organisations.

The event will also draw 
participants from the Ministry 
of Lands, Housing and Human 
Settlements Development, Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Tourism, 
Vice President’s Office and 
Kigamboni District residents.

Key government agencies 
involved include Tanzania Forest 
Services (TFS), Department 
of Fisheries, President’s Office 
(Regional Administration and 
Local Government Authorities) and 
National Environment Management 
Council (NEMC).

LDCs seek to have unified voice at upcoming COP29

A cart pusher loaded with goods looking for customers in Kondoa town yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

Research out to inform climate 
change adaptation action plan

By Guardian Reporter

FORMER Deputy Minister for 
Health Dr Faustine Ndugulile has 
been elected the next Regional 
Director for the World Health 
Organization (WHO) African, taking 
the reins from Botswanan Dr 
Matshidiso Moeti who has served 
two five-year terms at the helm. 

African member states voted for 
Dr Ndugulile during the 74th session 
of the WHO Regional Committee for 
Africa, held in Brazzaville, Republic 
of the Congo. Other candidates 
were Dr Boureima Hama Sambo 
(proposed by Niger,) Dr Ibrahima 
Socé Fall (proposed by Senegal) and 
Dr Richard Mihigo (proposed by 
Rwanda).

Dr Ndugulile’s election will be 
submitted for appointment by the 
156th session of the WHO Executive 
Board, which takes place in February 
2025 in Geneva, Switzerland. The 
newly appointed Regional Director 
will take office after that for a 
five-year term and be eligible for 
reappointment once.

In his acceptance remarks, Dr 
Ndugulile expressed commitment to 
advancing the health of the people 
of the region. “I’m truly honoured 
and humbled to be elected as WHO 
Regional Director for Africa. I thank 
member states for the trust shown 
in me. I promise to work with you 
and I believe that together we can 
build a healthier Africa,” he said.

Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, 
WHO Director-General, 
congratulated Dr Ndugulile on his 
election as Regional Director for 
Africa and praised Dr Sambo, Dr Fall 
and Dr Mihigo on their campaigns.

“Dr Ndugulile has earned the 
confidence and trust of the Member 
States of the region to be elected 
the next Regional Director for WHO 
Africa. This is a great privilege and 
a very great responsibility,” said Dr 
Tedros. “I and the entire WHO family 
in Africa and around the world will 
support you every step of the way,” 
he said.

Dr Tedros also thanked Dr 
Moeti, the outgoing WHO Regional 

Director, for 10 years of commitment 
and excellence in service to the 
countries and people of Africa.

“I thank my sister Dr Moeti for 
everything she has done for the 
health of the people of Africa, but 
also for who she is,” said Dr Tedros. 
“I thank her for the example she has 
set, and the legacy she has left.”

Dr Moeti congratulated Dr 
Ndugulile and wished him success. 
“I would like to congratulate you 
for being elected as the Regional 
Director for Africa. This is an 
extremely fulfilling role. Despite 
the many challenges, I know you 
will take the baton and go on to 
accelerate the gains already made, 
putting the health and well-being of 
the people of Africa at the centre,” 
said Dr Moeti.

Meanwhile, the 74th session of 
WHO Regional Committee for Africa 
kicked off on Monday in Brazzaville 
whereby nearly 1,000 delegates 
including WHO Director-General 
Tedros as well as health ministers 
from 47 member countries met.

Among the pressing issues is the 
global Mpox epidemic, the outgoing 
WHO Regional Director for Africa 
confirmed.

“I think what people should take 
first of all is our great determination 
to do something about mpox and 
to do something differently from 
what has happened in the past. 
So we are working very hard in 
the background with the member 
states, we have supported many of 
them to develop plans,” she said.

Discussions on health issues the 
continent grapples with will focus 
on providing solutions.

Topics such as “Transformation 
for Results: Strengthening African 
Health Systems through WHO 
Reforms,” “WHO Investment 
Cycle: Amplifying Africa’s Voice,” 
“Addressing the Public Health 
Emergency of Preventable Child 
Mortality in the WHO African 
Region” are high on the agenda of 
the session. 

Africa has recorded high mortality 
rates from diseases such as malaria, 
meningitis and cholera for decades.

Ndugulile elected new WHO 
Regional Director for Africa

WINDHOEK 

DROUGHT-STRICKEN Namibia 
plans to cull over 700 wild 
animals, including 83 elephants, 
and distribute the meat to people 
struggling to feed themselves.

The environment ministry has 
said the cull will take place in parks 
and communal areas where officials 

believe animal numbers exceed 
available grazing land and water 
supplies.

In addition to elephants, animals 
to be slaughtered include hippos, 
buffalo, impalas, blue wildebeest, 
zebras and eland.

The ministry said the drought has 
seen an increase in human-wildlife 
conflict and the culling will take 

place in areas with high levels of 
friction, particularly with elephants.

Southern Africa is facing its worst 
drought in decades and the United 
Nations has said Namibia last month 
had exhausted 84 percent of its food 
reserves.

Nearly half of the population is 
expected to experience high levels of 
food insecurity in the months ahead.

Animal rights activists have, 
however, raised concerns about 
the culling which they say is being 
undertaken without an assessment 
of the economic or environmental 
impact.

They are suggesting the cull, in 
this election year, may be politically 
motivated and have started a 
petition calling for it to be stopped.

Namibia to slaughter wild animals, including jumbos
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R
EPORTS that are at 
tunes aired at middle 
levels of Treasury 
administration have it 

that between 30 and 40 public 
institutions and agencies that 
have failed to operate sustainably 
without relying on government 
subsidies are to be dissolved 
during the current financial year. 

It is routine to credit such 
assertions to the government 
even if it doesn’t have the sign 
of top authorities in the relevant 
ministry, but the fact that it didn’t 
bear such signatures also matters. 
It is an escape route if it then fails.

This affirmation was given 
ahead of a workshop for board 
chairmen and chief executives of 
parastatal organisations, where 
the Head of State was expected, 
and it is a theme she has at times 
affirmed. 

Both in the definition of 
the problem and in its likely 
outcomes, the best that would 
happen is to merge parastatal 
functions but retain all their 
commercial roles intact. It is a 
different agenda from actual 
reform, as in that regard it is 
expected that the private sector 
would fill the gap with capital.

The workshop would ostensibly 
have the function of reviewing 
the status of institutions that 
fail to contribute to government 
revenue, on the basis of a dire 
need to reduce dependency on 
government funds. In that case the 
office of the Treasury Registrar 
expects to see a decrease in the 
number of institutions reliant 
on regular government support, 
for instance as regards salaries 
and operational costs. This is 
definitely important, but different 
from wishing for competition, 
capital inflows.

There is another aspect for 

the concern with subsidy reliant 
parastatals, in the fact that 
there are funds the government 
obtains from time to time tied to 
improving economic efficiency. 

There are numerous bilateral 
and multilateral organisations 
trying to make economic 
administration more efficient, 
and the government seeks funds 
from these sources, so it has to 
show what it has done with the 
funds. The state authorities have 
plenty of leverage as to what to 
do, a minimum or maximum.

Upwards of 40 years ago 
multilateral agencies were 
pushing for structural change in 
a systematic manner in Africa, 
seeking to push Africa to the sort 
of growth rates that had already 
started being noticed in the Far 
East and parts of South Asia. 

The difference was that 
Africa did not have a Diaspora 
which could be pulled to invest 
vast sums of money, or local 
merchants with whom they could 
form joint ventures without 
igniting nationalist sentiments. 
This problem very much remains 
even now.

That is why it can be projected 
that the best the Treasury can 
do is to merge this or that public 
agency as in the case of the food, 
nutrition and medical drugs 
sectors, merged to remove a food 
and nutrition agency. 

It could happen with these 
agencies in the face of the face 
that what the Treasury worries 
about is the subsidy it hands to 
these low performing agencies. 
So long as it will significantly 
reduce government handing of 
subsidies the plan will work as 
fund disbursing agencies will 
at least be satisfied with these 
savings. The whole issue of 
beefing up competition shall wait.

Treasury may alter structures of 
40 public firms, hardly liberalise

Lower taxation can boost TBS pursuit
of improving quality of local products

JUST how far can the Tanzania 
Bureau of Standards (TBS) 
push micro, small or medium-
sized enterprises to register for 
standards guidance and evaluation 
was an issue being explored lately 
in a city workshop. Whether small 
firms seek technical instructions 
on best production methods via 
Small Industries Development 
Organisation (SIDO) engineers is 
one thing, but it is likely there are 
variations as to enhance product 
competitiveness. |It also depends 
on projected market presence for 
startups and confirmed brands, 
whether to catch up with the best 
or be second best.

An acting manager for TBS 
in the eastern zone was telling 
brand makers or simply small 
industry operators that they 
certify their products with the 
standards agency, point out that 
the process is free of charge. That 
is factually accurate but it also 
has to do with felt need on the 
part of the producer, as he will 
respond better if there is a felt 
need for guidance for instance to 
be accepted in the market. If that 
isn’t at issue, it becomes a matter 
of compliance, and if it isn’t a 
regulatory issue he skips it.

The fact that the manager talked 
of many producers had started 
comprehending the issue and 
were taking advantage of the free 
service following recent outreach 
efforts did not solve the matter 
as to its actual advice seekers. 
There are many startups in any 
production line, and one aspect of 
expectations is that with the right 
quality a new brand can make it 
into the market. The other school 

of thought would figure out that 
there has to be a shortage or 
real need, or massive up market 
ability.

When a not so small number 
of producers fail to meet criteria 
needed to certify their goods, the 
issue comes up as t[o whether 
it is a technical issue of being 
unaware of procedures or it 
relates to the product itself. There 
are countless products being put 
to the market each day and have 
their own consumers in terms of 
tastes and costs, in which case the 
issue of certification is puzzling. 
Is it minimally acceptable 
level of proficiency or optimal 
requirements? Is it a health 
related issue or brand value?

The only explanation given in 
that regard was that a producer 
needs to liaise with SIDO for an 
introduction letter for TBS to 
consider certification. Anyone 
who knows SIDO will be thinking 
of machinery and technical ability 
to make this or that product, and 
TBS is on a different league, as to 
the quality of the produce thereof. 
Yet the decider here is the price 
and producers will refrain from 
adding costs they do not expect to 
recover within the price margin 
they are setting, its sales volume. 

That is why lower taxation 
is always helpful with costs, 
standards or verification, as TBS 
usually doesn’t go into shops to 
get all unverified products unless 
problem is reported somewhere, 
to save faces. So it makes quality 
extension education effort but 
keeps meeting with cost-related 
aversion to checks. It is stressful 
but helpful.

By Maina Waruru, Nairobi

G
R O U N D B R E A K I N G 
research indicates that 
the wild relatives of 
wheat could be turned 

into an all-time food security crop 
capable of cushioning vulnerable 
populations from starvation and 
hunger, thanks to its ability to 
withstand both climatic stress and 
diseases. Wheat is a staple for over 
1.5 billion people in the Global South.

The review looked at two different 
studies and found that using the 
ancient genetic diversity of wild 
relatives of wheat, which provides 
20 percent of the world’s calories 
and protein, could lead to weather- 
and disease-resistant varieties of the 
crop. This could ensure food security 
around the world.

The study led by the International 
Maize and Wheat Improvement 
Centre reveals that “long overlooked” 
wild wheat relatives have the 
potential to revolutionise wheat 
breeding, with new varieties capable 
of withstanding climate change 
and associated threats, including 
heat waves, droughts, flooding, and 
emerging and current pests and 
diseases.

Wild wheat relatives, which have 
endured environmental stresses for 
millions of years, possess genetic 
traits that modern varieties lack—
traits that, when integrated into 
conventional varieties, could make 
wheat farming more possible in 
ever more hostile climates, the study 
published today (August 26, 2024) 
explains.

By farming the more resilient 
wheat, productivity could increase 
by an estimated USD 11 billion 
worth of extra grain every year, says 
the authors in the review paper 
titled ‘Wheat genetic resources 
have avoided disease pandemics, 
improved food security, and reduced 
environmental footprints: A review 
of historical impacts and future 
opportunities’ published by the 
journal Wiley Global Change Biology.

The review suggests that the use of 
plant genetic resources (PGR) helps 
against various diseases like wheat 
rust and defends against diseases 
that jump species barriers, like 
wheat blast. It gives nutrient-dense 
varieties and polygenic traits that 
create climate resilience.

The study points to a vast, largely 
untapped reservoir of nearly 
800,000 wheat seed samples stored 
in 155 gene banks worldwide that 
include wild varieties and ancient 
farmer-developed ones that have 
withstood diverse environmental 
stresses over millennia. This is 
despite the fact that only a fraction 
of this genetic diversity has been 
utilised in modern crop breeding.

The findings, according to co-
author Mathew Reynolds, will have 
major implications for food security, 
particularly in the Sub-Saharan 
Africa region, where the world’s 
most food-insecure populations live.

“The discoveries are very 

promising, as Africa has a lot of new 
environments in terms of potential 
wheat cultivation,” he told IPS.

Based on the research findings, 
significant environmental benefits 
have been realised thanks to 
various scientific efforts that have 
successfully integrated wild genes 
into modern species.

The study acknowledges that 
the use of PGR in wheat breeding 
has improved the nutrition and 
livelihoods of resource-constrained 
farmers and consumers in the 
Global South, where wheat is often 
the cereal of choice in parts of Asia 
and Africa

“We’re at a critical juncture,” says 
Reynolds. “Our current breeding 
strategies have served us well, 
but they must now address more 
complex challenges posed by 
climate change.”

He observes that breeding 
that helps in maintaining genetic 
resistance to a range of diseases 
improves “yield stability” and avoids 
epidemics of devastating crop 
diseases that ultimately threaten 
food security for millions.

“Furthermore, post-Green 
Revolution genetic yield gains are 
generally achieved with less (in the 
Global North) and often no fungicide 
in the Global South, and without 
necessarily increasing inputs of 
fertilizer or irrigation water, with the 
exception in some high-production 
environments,” the study contends.

As a result, there has been an 
increase in grain yield and millions 
of hectares of “natural ecosystems” 
have been saved from cultivation 
for grain production. These include 
millions of hectares of forests and 
other natural ecosystems, Reynolds 
and colleagues found.

Equally promising is the discovery 
in some experimental wheat lines 
incorporating wild traits that show 
up to 20 percent more growth 
under heat and drought conditions 
when compared to current varieties, 

and the development of the first 
crop ever bred to interact with soil 
microbes that has shown potential 
in reducing production of nitrous 
oxide, a potent greenhouse gas. This 
enables the plants to use nitrogen 
more efficiently.

“The use of PGR wild relatives, 
landraces, and isolated breeding 
gene pools has had substantial 
impacts on wheat breeding for 
resistance to biotic and abiotic 
stresses while increasing nutritional 
value, end-use quality, and grain 
yield,” the review further finds.

Without the use of PGR-derived 
disease resistance, fungicide use 
to fight fungal diseases, the main 
threat to the crop, would have 
easily doubled, massively increasing 
selection pressure that would come 
with the need to avoid fungicide 
resistance, the review finds.

Remarkably, it is estimated that 
in wheat, a billion litres of fungicide 
application have been avoided, 
saving farmers billions that would go 
into the purchase and application of 
the chemicals, it adds.

The authors note that as weather 
becomes more extreme, crop 
breeding gene pools will need to be 
further enriched with new adaptive 
traits coming from PGR to survive 
the vagaries of climate change.

These ‘definitely’ include stubborn 
diseases that have plagued wheat 
farming in the tropics, such as the 
Ug99, a devastating stem rust fungal 
disease that, at its worst, wipes out 
entire crops in Africa and parts of the 
Middle East, Reynolds said.

Modern crop breeding, it says, 
has largely focused on a relatively 
narrow pool of star athletes—elite 
crop varieties that are already high 
performers and that have known, 
predictable genetics.

The genetic diversity of wild wheat 
relatives, on the other hand, offers 
complex climate-resilient traits that 
have been harder to use because 
they take longer, cost more, and are 

riskier than the traditional breeding 
methods used for elite varieties.

“We have the tools to quickly 
explore genetic diversity that was 
previously inaccessible to breeders,” 
explains Benjamin Kilian, co-author 
of the review and coordinator of 
the Crop Trust’s Biodiversity for 
Opportunities, Livelihoods and 
Development (BOLD) project, that 
supports conservation and use of 
crop diversity globally.

Among the tools are next-
generation gene sequencing, 
big-data analytics, and remote 
sensing technologies, including 
satellite imagery. The latter allows 
researchers to routinely monitor 
traits like plant growth rate or 
disease resistance at unlimited 
numbers of sites globally.

While the collection and storage of 
PGR since early in the 20th century 
have played a key role, especially 
in breeding of disease-resistant 
plant varieties, the study concludes 
that a massive potential remains 
unexploited.

With wild relative varieties 
having survived millions of years 
of climate variance compared with 
our relatively recent crop species, 
more systematic screening is 
recommended to identify new and 
better sources of needed traits not 
just for wheat but for other crops as 
well, the study advises.

It calls for more investments in 
studying resilient wild varieties of 
common crops, taking advantage 
of widely available, proven and 
non-controversial technologies 
that present multiple impacts and a 
substantial return on investment.

“With new technologies emerging 
all the time to facilitate their use 
in plant breeding, PGR should be 
considered the best bet for achieving 
climate resilience, including its 
biotic and abiotic components,” the 
authors said.

IPS

Research: Disease and climate stress 
resistant wheat varieties for global south

Scientists screen the Indian wheat genetic resources collection in Jaipur, India.
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Late payment of school fees and its effects 
on academic, social development of a child

H
UMAN beings constantly 
strive for social differen-
tiation and assimilation, 
driven by the desire to im-

prove and achieve desired success. For 
some, success means standing out and 
excelling in various areas of life, while 
for others, it means fitting in and being 
like their peers. 

Education, though often expensive, 
is one way to gain recognition and suc-
cess. The challenge of acquiring qual-
ity education with limited financial 
resources is a struggle faced by many 
parents and students.

This struggle is continuous, fueled 
by the endless desire to excel. No one 
aspires to low standards of living, but 
life’s challenges often become obsta-
cles. Everyone desires the best services 
and treatment, but we know resources 
are limited. In the pursuit of these re-
sources, particularly financial ones, a 
few manage to accumulate a lot, while 
the majority can save a little.

School fees are typically set based 
on the quality of educational services 
rather than financial ability of parents. 
It is important for parents to choose 
schools that align with their financial 
capacity. However, as economic con-
ditions change, parents may find that 
they can no longer afford the schools 
they initially chose for their children. 

Problems arise when children are 
denied entry to classes due to unpaid 
or delayed school fees payment, creat-
ing a stressful, cat-and-mouse dynamic 
between students and school adminis-
trators.

Some parents resort to writing com-
mitment letters to keep their children 
in school. Yet, if they fail to meet the 
promised payment dates, their chil-
dren are sent home, disrupting their 
peace of mind and diminishing their 
confidence in receiving an education. 

Learning should be a continuous 
process, but lack of school fees forces 
some students to have irregular attend-
ance, with some days spent in school 
and others at home.

Teachers are often caught in a dif-
ficult position, especially when stu-
dents struggling with school fees are 
among the best performers. Although 
teachers may wish to keep these stu-
dents in class, they are bound by the 

school’s financial policies. School 
owners prioritize collecting overdue 
fees, while teachers worry about how 
these disruptions will affect overall 
class performance. Addressing the is-
sue of school fees is crucial because it 

has significant consequences for stu-
dents.

Missing lessons; nothing is more 
troubling for a dedicated student than 
missing lessons. Missing even a single 
lesson can create gaps in understand-
ing, making it harder for students to 
keep up with subsequent lessons. 
Teachers may find themselves in a sit-
uation where they need to repeat les-
sons privately for students who have 
missed classes due to unpaid fees, of-
ten because these students have high 
potential.

Social isolation; social interaction 
is crucial for mental and social well-
being, as it helps students acquire 
the skills necessary to lead successful 
lives. Schools offer an opportunity to 

build friendships and networks that 
can be valuable in the future. 

When students are at home due to 
unpaid or delayed school fees, they 
miss out on these social interactions, 
leading to feelings of isolation and 
loneliness. This psychological impact 
can hinder their ability to take advan-
tage of learning opportunities.

Lack of talent development; schools 
play a vital role not only in academic 
excellence but also in talent develop-
ment. Exposure to different activities 
and ideas helps students nurture their 
talents. Those affected by school fee 
issues have limited opportunities to 
participate in such activities, prevent-
ing them from developing their tal-
ents. 

Failure to develop both academic 
skills and talents can undermine a 
student’s confidence and ability to 
face life’s challenges. It’s important 
to remember that some individuals 
achieve success more through their 
talents than through formal educa-
tion.

The importance of education; edu-
cation is a fundamental right that sig-
nificantly influences an individual’s 
social and economic development. It 
raises awareness about diseases, their 
transmission, and prevention, and it 
enhances one’s cognitive abilities. A 
person’s value is often linked to their 
ability to think, and school provides 
the foundation for intellectual growth 
and mental resilience. Ensuring that 
students can continue learning, de-
spite financial difficulties, is crucial 
to mitigating the negative impact of 
school fees on learning.   

Women ex-
prisoners re-
ceive training 
at Nandiwe 
Feminist 
Wellness and 
Coaching 
Center

Returning home: Foundation brings 
smiles, hope to female ex-prisoners

 By Beatrice Philemon

T
HE transition back into so-
ciety after being released 
from prison is particularly 
challenging for women ex-

prisoners. They often face numerous 
barriers, such as discrimination and 
rejection from their communities and 
families. 

Without acceptance and support, 
many women ex-prisoners may find 
themselves destitute, and some may 
turn to crime as a means of survival.

Employment opportunities are 
scarce for ex-prisoners, as they fre-
quently encounter reluctance from 
employers to offer them jobs. Many em-
ployers hesitate to hire individuals with 
criminal records, fearing that they may 
be unreliable, dangerous, or dishonest. 
This makes it difficult for ex-prisoners 
including women to be considered for 
jobs, regardless of their qualifications.

Some prisons offer vocational train-
ing to inmates, however, most of them 
are released without life skills or work 
experience that may help them secure 
temporary and permanent jobs. 

Upon release, ex-prisoners may have 
limited access to resources such as job 
training programs, transportation, and 
housing. These challenges can make it 
harder to find and secure employment.

Female ex-prisoners often face social 
isolation and may not have strong sup-
port networks to help them find jobs. 
Lack of connections and references are 
also contributing to a significant disad-
vantage in the job market.

In addition to employment chal-
lenges, these women face issues such as 
housing instability, mental health chal-
lenges, lack of access to healthcare, and 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 
These factors make reintegrating into 
society a daunting task.

In response to these challenges, 
the Tanzania Prisoners Hope Foun-
dation (TPHF) has introduced a new 
programme aimed at helping female 
ex-prisoners rebuild their lives. The 
programme provides training on vari-
ous topics to help them stay healthy, 
manage daily stress, and improve their 
overall well-being. 

Mary Rusimbi, Co-Founder of the 
Women Fund Tanzania Trust (WFTT), 
discussed this initiative during a recent 
training session that was attended by 30 
women ex-prisoners from Segerea and 
Ukonga prisons. The session,   funded 
by WFTT, focused on physical and spir-
itual well-being, self-care, and healing.

“We have decided to offer this train-

ing because life after prison 
is incredibly difficult, and 
starting over is not easy 
for women ex-prisoners,” 
Rusimbi said adding some 
women fail to start over af-
ter being released due to the 
discrimination and instabil-
ity they experience in their 
communities.

The programme also aims 
to help these women find 
happiness, take care of them-
selves, cope with daily stress, 
and improve their overall 
well-being. It encourages 
them to value their contri-
butions to their families and 

communities. 
The training covered top-

ics such as gender equality, 
oppressive systems that in-
fringe women’s rights, self-
care, healing, spiritual and 
physical well-being, collec-
tive care, holistic wellness 
and nutrition.

Rusimbi encouraged them 
to use their networks and 
platforms to advocate for 
their rights and discuss is-
sues affecting their well-be-
ing. She emphasized the im-
portance of having personal 
space to discuss challenges 
they face as well as possible 

solutions. 
She also stressed the need 

for relaxation, advising fe-
male ex-prisoners to engage 
in activities that bring joy, 
such as physical exercise and 
ensuring they get adequate 
rest.

Rusimbi highlighted the 
importance of collective ac-
tion to address and change 
the oppressive systems that 
harm their well-being. 

“When facing discrimina-
tion, stigma, financial crises, 
or health problems, practic-
ing self-care is crucial as it 
helps eliminate stress, anxie-

ty, and depression, improves 
concentration, reduces frus-
tration, increases happiness 
and even prevents serious 
health risks,” she stated.

To live healthier and hap-
pier lives, she advised the 
women to value themselves 
and make independent de-
cisions. She emphasized 
that good nutrition, physical 
well-being, regular exercise, 
spiritual well-being, access 
to quality healthcare, and a 
supportive environment are 
critical for overall wellness. 

Neglecting any of these ar-
eas can adversely affect one’s 

health, well-being, and quality of life, 
she said.

Lucas Mwimo, Executive TPHF Di-
rector, underscored the importance 
of health services and spiritual well-
being, urging the women ex-prisoners 
to take responsibility for their health 
and stay close to their faith. “Good 
health is essential to achieving your 
goals. Be responsible for your own 
health because it determines your 
ability to achieve what you have 
planned.”

Mwimo encouraged female ex-
prisoners to eat healthily, exercise 
regularly, get enough sleep, and man-
age stress to improve their well-being. 
He also advised them to avoid ac-
tivities that could lead them back to 
prison. “Start everything with God, 
as He is our protection and strength. 
He guides us through our problems, 
provides solutions, and helps us move 
forward.”

During the event, the women shared 
their experiences and challenges they 
faced in prison. Mwimo advised them 
to form formal groups to be easily sup-
ported in accessing their rights. 

According to him, the group should 
involve lawyers to guide them in legal 
matters. TPHF is also working on a 
new reintegration policy to be submit-
ted to parliament for discussion and 
approval.

Mwanahamisi Khalfani, Chairper-
son of the Women Ex-Prisoners Asso-
ciation, who served four years in pris-
on for money laundering, is among 
the training beneficiaries. 

She told The Guardian how the pro-
gramme has empowered and protect-
ed her, help in building confidence 
and focus on her future goals. With 
the skills gained from TPHF, Khalfani 
and other members have started vari-
ous income-generating activities, such 
as grain trading, shoe and dress busi-
nesses, and mobile money services 
like M-PESA, HaloPesa, and Airtel 
Money. They have also established 
a village community bank (VICOBA) 
where they save monies on weekly 
basis and access low interest loans to 
expand their businesses.

“We buy shares, contribute 12,000/- 
per week, and issue loans to our mem-
bers. We are now looking for donors 
to help use raise 30m/- tobe able to of-
fer more loans to our members,” said 
Khalfani who has successfully started 
her own shoe business, which enables 
her to support her family, pay school 
fees for her children and invest in her 
M-Pesa business.
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Bangladesh is a of 
170 million people, 
crisscrossed by 
hundreds of rivers, 
and has seen 
frequent floods in 
recent decades. 

‘I have lost everything’: Bangladesh 
floods strand 1.24 million families

 By Faisal Mahmud

E
KRAMUL Haque was stunned 
when his uncle called him late 
in the afternoon of August 21 
to inform him that floodwaters 

had inundated their ancestral home in 
south-eastern Bangladesh’s Feni district, 
close to the Indian border.

At the time, Haque was about 10km (6 
miles) away in the town of Mirsarai in the 
Chattogram district, where he lives with 
his wife and children.

The next day, it took 40 minutes travel-
ling by minibus in the downpour to reach 
his village.

“I rushed back to my home the next 
morning amidst torrential rain. By the time 
I arrived, knee-deep water had already en-
tered and soaked everything,” the 29-year-
old recounted. “I urged my extended fam-
ily to come with me to Mirsarai.”

His parents and one uncle returned to 
Mirsarai with him.

But as the heavy rain continued and 
reports emerged of floodwaters submerg-
ing single-storey homes in his village in 
Chhagalnaiya Upazila (an upazila is a dis-
trict subunit), Haque decided to undertake 
rescue missions starting on Friday morn-
ing to help other family members and resi-
dents of the village who were stranded.

“I contacted a few friends from univer-
sity and formed a team to help. However, 
I was shocked to discover that the road 
from Mirsarai to Chagalnaiya was entirely 
submerged under chest-high water, mak-
ing it completely impassable on Friday,” 
he said.

Delivering relief supplies
Haque and his friends initially tried to 

construct a makeshift raft from felled ba-
nana trees, but it failed to float due to the 
currents.

They eventually managed to hire a 
small boat at three times the usual cost. 
“The current was very strong, and it took 
the boatman three hours to navigate us 
through. When we arrived, nearly all the 
houses were completely underwater,” 
Haque said.

The region where Haque grew up 
doesn’t always experience annual mon-
soon floods, unlike lower lying parts of the 
country.

“I don’t recall ever seeing floodwaters 
rise beyond ankle-deep in my area before 
in monsoon. My parents mentioned that 
during the major flood of 1988, the water 
reached knee-deep. This situation was be-
yond anything I’ve ever experienced,” he 
added, speaking by phone while dropping 
off aid in Chhagalnaiya.

Floods in central, eastern and south-
eastern Bangladesh have killed 23 people 
and affected more than 5.7 million. About 
1.24 million families across 11 districts 
in the country of 180 million people are 
stranded, cut off from the rest of the coun-
try by floodwaters due to relentless mon-
soon rains and overflowing rivers.

As the floodwaters gradually recede, 
those affected are urgently in need of food, 
clean water, medicines and dry clothing. 
The situation is especially critical in re-
mote areas like Haque’s village, which is 
not close to the district town and where 
blocked roads have severely impeded res-
cue and relief efforts.

“We have been working tirelessly 
to deliver urgent relief to those 
stranded for the past few days,” 
Haque said on Tuesday. “Yesterday, 
we reached a village where people 
had been without food for 72 hours. 
Many were severely ill with diar-
rhoea and lacked clean drinking wa-
ter. It was an unprecedented crisis.”

Anti-Indian sentiment
Bangladesh, located on the Gan-

ges-Brahmaputra Delta, which is the 
world’s largest, has a deep connec-
tion with water. Its landscape, char-
acterised by rivers and floodplains, 
is accustomed to annual monsoon 
floods, particularly in the low-lying 
north-eastern districts. Residents 
in these areas are familiar with this 
cycle and prepare by taking their 
valuables to relatives in areas that 
are not flood-prone and stocking up 
on food and water before the heavy 
rains and flooding that occur each 
monsoon season.

Bangladesh is one of the world’s 
most climate-vulnerable countries, 
and about 3.5 million people are at 
risk of annual river flooding, accord-
ing to a 2015 World Bank Institute 
analysis.

But this year’s floods caught many 
in the southeast off guard.

In flood-affected districts such 
as Feni, Cumilla and Lakshmipur – 
regions close to the Indian border 

– many are blaming India, which 
they said released water from the 
Dumbur Dam in the state of Tripura 
in the middle of last week. India has 
denied opening the sluice gates.

The dam, a low structure about 
30 metres (100ft) high, is more than 
120km (75 miles) from the Bangla-
deshi border. It produces electric-
ity that contributes to the grid used 
by Bangladesh and is built on the 
Gumti River, which merges with the 
Meghna in Bangladesh.

Tripura is also facing severe flood-
ing with 31 people reported dead 
and more than 100,000 residents 
displaced into relief camps. Floods 
and landslides have affected nearly 
1.7 million people in India.

Kamrul Hasan Nomani, 41, a resi-
dent of Lakshmipur, told Al Jazeera 
that the floodwater is knee-deep in 
his home and has damaged a large 
part of it.

He believes that no amount of rain 
could have caused chest-deep water 
in his village without the dam open-
ing.

For Nomani, like many affected by 
the flooding, the crisis has generat-
ed anti-Indian sentiment with many 
believing that India purposefully 
opened the dam without warning. 
“They did it intentionally because 
their preferred government, led 
by [former Prime Minister Sheikh] 

Hasina, has fallen in Bangladesh,” 
Nomani alleged.

On August 5 after massive student-
led protests, Hasina’s 15-year rule 
came to an abrupt end. Hasina, who 
was widely seen as New Delhi’s fa-
voured leader in Bangladesh, sought 
refuge in India. Anti-India sentiment 
that existed while Hasina was prime 
minister, fuelled by allegations of 
Indian interference to keep her in 
power, has escalated since she fled 
to India.

India cited excessive rainfall as 
the cause of the flooding while ac-
knowledging that on August 21, a 
flood-related power outage and 
communications failure prevented 
sending the usual river updates to 
their neighbours downstream in 
Bangladesh.

Shafiqul Alam, press secretary 
for Muhammad Yunus, the Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate leading Bang-
ladesh’s new interim government, 
told reporters in Dhaka that Pranay 
Verma, India’s high commissioner to 
Bangladesh, informed the interim 
government that the water from the 
dam was “released automatically” 
due to elevated levels.

Sarder Uday Raihan, an executive 
engineer at the Flood Forecasting 
and Warning Centre in Bangladesh, 
said that the agency usually gets in-
formation about rising water levels 

in rivers in India twice a day.
“However, this time, India did not 

share any updates. Without accurate 
information, it’s hard to give an ac-
curate flood forecast,” he said, add-
ing that timely warnings could have 
helped prevent deaths and damage.

Destroyed homes and crops
Mohamad Khalequzzaman, a 

professor of geology at Lock Haven 
University in the United States, said 
that the last flood that inundated 
districts like Feni, Cumilla or Laksh-
mipur was in 1988.

“The primary cause of this year’s 
flooding appears to be unusual rain-
fall in the region, but several other 
factors have exacerbated the situa-
tion,” he explained.

He noted that rainfall from August 
20 to Friday ranged from 200 to 
493mm (8 to 19.4 inches), compared 
with the usual 120 to 360mm (4.7 
to 14.2 inches) in various locations 
in Tripura and eastern Bangladesh, 
which he described as unusually 
“heavy” for that region during the 
monsoon.

Khalequzzaman added that while 
the sudden release of dam water 
during an already severe flood pe-
riod may have contributed to flood-
ing in the Gomati River watershed, it 
is unlikely to have contributed sig-
nificantly to flooding in Feni town, 
Sonagazi and Chhagalnaiya Upazilas 
because they do not lie in the river 
catchment area.

He further explained that with the 
soil of the watershed area already 
saturated, most of the rainwater 
turns into surface run-off, leading 
to flooding of nearby rivers in the af-
fected districts.

He also pointed out that un-
planned urbanisation over the years 
has led to a build-up of silt, which, 
along with roads, buildings and em-
bankments, particularly along the 
Gomati and Muhuri rivers, prevent 
floodwaters from receding.

Additionally, he said, land en-
croachment by illegal businesses 
using the Gomati and Feni rivers for 
transportation, for example, has de-
stroyed much of the natural drain-
age system in these areas.

“The combination of torrential 
rain, disruptions in river flow both 
in India and Bangladesh, loss of nat-
ural drainage, riverbed siltation and 
impediments to surface flow have 
all contributed to the severe flood-
ing,” he said.

In a still-flooded village in Cumilla, 
the home of Abdul Matin, a teacher, 
has been destroyed.

“I have lost everything. My cor-
rugated tin house has been washed 
away. I’m unsure how I’ll cope with 
the financial devastation caused by 
the flood,” Matin said.

He does not believe the flooding 
was solely caused by heavy rainfall 
and damage to the natural drainage 
system. “I hold India responsible for 
this,” he said. “This was India’s wa-
ter.”

Ismail Mridha, a 46-year-old farm-
er from Sonagazi Upazila in Feni, 
told Al Jazeera that the flood devas-
tated both his home and farmland. 
“My house, made of mud and cor-
rugated tin, has been completely 
destroyed, and the farmland where 
I grew eggplant and bottle gourd has 
been washed away,” he said.

“I survived the flood, but I am un-
certain how I will manage to recover 
from the financial devastation.”
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 By Olatunji Saliu, Lagos

I
SABELLA Adams-Israel stepped 
out of her apartment in Nigeria’s 
southwestern state of Lagos on a 
late July morning, ready for anoth-

er day on the rails.
For the 30-year-old mother of one, 

driving trains is not just a job, but a dream 
come true. Over the past three years, she 
has enjoyed the excitement and fulfill-
ment of being the country’s first female 
driver of an electric multiple-unit train.

“My experience has been good, chal-
lenging, and most especially, fun -- be-
cause it is like practicing what I love to do 
every day,” she said during her “warm-
up” at the iconic Marina Station of the La-
gos Rail Mass Transit (LRMT) Blue Line, 
a China-built electric-powered light rail 
network.

She described the “warm-up” as the 
preparation before a train’s departure. “I 
am privileged to be driving passengers, 
including students, business officials and 
dignitaries,” she said, adding that she 
runs up to 54 trips daily.

The story of Adams-Israel, like many 
others fueled by the cooperation be-
tween China and Nigeria, exemplifies the 
success of bilateral collaboration.

Her fascination with trains began in 
2018 when she joined the local branch 
of China Civil Engineering Construction 
Corporation (CCECC). Initially working 
in the train signal and telecommunica-
tion department, she was captivated by 
the sight of trains in motion and knew 
she wanted to be part of it.

Her passion was not without impedi-
ments, one of which, she said, was the 
challenge of convincing her husband to 
support her relocation from Abuja to La-
gos, to pursue her dream.

“He initially doubted me, saying it was a 
man’s job. But after some persuasion, he 
supported me, and we made the move,” 
she said, noting that it was a decision that 
led to the beginning of “a happy life.”

After eight months of classroom 
training and three months of hands-on 
experience, she faced her most daunt-
ing test: driving a train solo while being 
observed by officials from the Nigerian 
Railway Corporation. “The pressure was 
immense, but I proved myself, and from 
then on, I was frequently entrusted with 
the train.”

Constructed by CCECC in July 2010 
and completed in December 2022, the 
first phase of the LRMT Blue Line cor-

Nigerian woman realises train-driving 
dream on China-built light rail

 GABORONE

S
INCE the opening of a China-
aided primary school in 2021 
in Mmopane, a village near 
Botswana’s capital, Gaborone, 

the local educational landscape has seen 
significant favorable changes.

“This school has come at the right time 
for the Mmopane community,” said Gag-
oitsiwe Marata, the headmistress of the 
Mmopane Primary School. 

“It has really helped the community 
because initially there was only one 
school that was serving the whole of the 
village,” he said.

Located in the Kweneng District of Bot-
swana, about 15 km northwest of Gabo-
rone, Mmopane is one of the fastest-
growing villages in the country in terms 
of population. Currently, it has about 
30,000 residents and is expanding rapid-
ly, with even more people seeking places 
for their children.

Marata indicated that before the Mmo-
pane Primary School was established, 
students had to walk long distances to 
other schools in nearby villages or com-
mute to Gaborone. Some parents were 
less privileged and could not afford to 
pay for transportation for their children.

Ten-year-old Tlotlo Seloke was one of 
the students who faced this challenge. 
She had to wake up at 5 a.m. every morn-
ing to take public transport to school. 
Concerned about potential kidnappings 
and robberies, she transferred to this 
China-aided school since it opened.

“This school is completely fabulous 
because now it takes me 10 minutes to 
walk from home to school,” Seloke said, 
adding that she always shares with the 
neighborhood what they are learning 
and the activities they are participating 
in at school.

Currently, Mmopane Primary School 
has about 900 students and receives a 
large number of enrollment requests 
from parents every year. “The school was 
oversubscribed as it had a lot of learners 
attending, but the demand for spaces at 
the school continues to grow,” Marata 
said.

China-aided schools boost access to high-quality education for Botswana students

According to Marata, the school’s 
biggest attractions are its impressive 
facilities and the strong performance 
of its students. There is a large dining 
hall, sports facilities including net-
ball, football, and basketball courts, 
computer labs, science labs, disabil-
ity-accessible restrooms, and a mod-
ern library.

Marata said Mmopane has been 
the best school she has ever led in her 
entire teaching career. She expressed 

a desire to establish a relationship 
with schools in China to make visits 
to share best practices and school 
procedures, fostering cross-cultural 
learning.

Boikano Rantshesane, 13, enrolled 
at Mmopane Primary School in 2021. 
She said that her previous school was 
not performing well academically, as 
she would receive lower grades of 
around 80 percent. However, since 
transferring to this China-aided 

school, her grades have improved to 
93 percent or higher.

In 2023, the school achieved a pass 
rate of 98.3 percent in its first-ever 
national Primary School Leaving Ex-
amination, topping Kweneng District. 
Of the 118 students, 116 passed the ex-
ams, with 46 obtaining grade A.

Marata attributed their success to 
special relationships with teachers, 
students and parents who provide 
emotional support, as well as strong 

staff welfare and assis-
tance from the Chinese 
embassy.

“I really appreciate the 
Chinese embassy for the 
overwhelming support 
that they continue to give 
the school; they did not 
just build the school, they 
are with us every step of 
the way, supporting us in 
our needs,” Marata said.

Bame Malete, who has 
been teaching at Mmo-
pane Primary School for 
two years, also stated that 
the Chinese embassy’s 
consistent support, in-
cluding regular return 
visits, creates a favorable 
learning environment.

At present, Mmopane 
Primary School is one of 
the three primary schools 
aided by China in Bot-
swana, with the other two 
being Kubung Primary 
School in Maun and Di-
nokwane Primary School 
in Serowe.

The three schools have 
effectively improved edu-
cational conditions for 
children and strongly 
supported the develop-
ment of Botswana’s basic 
education, said Fan Yong, 
Chinese ambassador to 
Botswana.

The fourth China-aided 
school, Ramaeba Pri-
mary School, has been 
completed and will be 
handed over to the Bot-
swana government later 
this year. With the capac-
ity to accommodate 560 
students in 14 classrooms, 
the school will improve 
educational accessibility 
for children in northern 
Botswana.

ridor spans 13 km and covers five 
stations. It began commercial op-
eration in September of 2023. As 
a symbolic project of the Belt and 
Road Initiative, the Blue Line pro-
ject is the first electrified railroad 
and cross-sea light rail project in 
West Africa.

Lagos Governor Babajide Sanwo-
Olu, during the project’s commis-

sioning in September 2023, said 
that the light rail was expected to 
reduce travel time, improve the 
quality of life for citizens, and help 
make Lagos one of the most resil-
ient megacities in Africa.

Adams-Israel takes pride in her 
role, especially in watching the ex-
citement of children boarding her 
train. “It is a privilege to serve and 

make a difference in people’s lives,” 
she said, adding that the Blue Line’s 
success has improved commuter 
convenience and raised public 
awareness about train travel, in-
spiring many who had never expe-
rienced a train before.

Thanks to the rigorous training 
from her Chinese and local men-
tors, covering everything from 

train mechanics to emergency 
protocols, Adams-Israel is now con-
fident in her ability to handle chal-
lenges that arise while driving. She 
has gained experience with various 
types of trains.

Looking ahead, she expressed 
her desire to “gain more knowledge 
and experience in train operations 
globally, especially in China.”
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  FEATURE 

deposit of wind-blown 
sediment     15.small loose 
particles of stone 
16. an organic compound 
derived from ammonia
17.perceive with the eyes 
19.Tortoise in Kiswahili
20.gourd in Kiswahili 
21.greater
Down:
1. a teacher, especially a strict 
or pedantic one 
2.  Petroleum 
3.  a female slave in a harem
4.  a small, soft blue-green 
spineless cactus, native to 
Mexico and the southern US
5.  endure something painful
6.  used to lock and unlock
7.  an instrument for writing
10.Republic of South Africa
12.elevate 
14.a Person who smokes 
tobacco  18. the twelfth month 
of the civil and sixth of the 
religious year for Jews 

Across:
1.  the aftermost and the highest deck of a ship
8.  a northern sea duck 
9.  the lowest layer of the ionosphere, able to 
reflect low-frequency radio waves
11.Monetary unit of Japan 
13. a loosely compacted yellowish-grey
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In this Puzzle you have no clues, only a list of words 
that all fit into the grid. The Guardian have given you 
a head start. 
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 By Adonis Byemelwa

E
THIOPIA is poised to make a 
game-changing move in the 
energy sector with its up-
coming electricity exports to 

Tanzania, slated to kick off next month. 
In a statement that has captured wide-
spread attention, Engineer Ashebir Bal-
cha, CEO of Ethiopian Electric Power, 
announced on August 23, 2024, that 
the first power transmission will com-
mence by mid-September.

This development comes after me-
ticulous preparations and is set to 
mark a significant leap in Ethiopia’s en-
ergy strategy. The initial export will not 
only boost Ethiopia’s revenue but also 
strengthen its role as a regional energy 
powerhouse, underscoring its commit-
ment to expanding energy access across 
East Africa.

This significant step is part of Ethio-
pia’s broader strategy to amplify its 
electricity export revenue, which has 
already surpassed $140 million this year 
alone, reflecting a 6% increase com-
pared to the previous year. The country 
currently supplies power to Djibouti, 
Sudan, and Kenya, and Tanzania will 
soon be added to this growing list.

The impending electricity exports to 
Tanzania highlight Ethiopia’s expanding 
regional energy network. “We are com-
mitted to extending our power grid be-
yond our borders,” Balcha stated. “Our 
goal is to enhance regional cooperation 
and contribute to a more integrated en-
ergy market in East Africa.”

Ethiopia’s move to export electric-
ity aligns with its ongoing efforts to 
strengthen regional energy connec-
tions. The country plans to extend its 
power grid to South Sudan and Somali-
land, utilising the existing power line 
to Kenya as a conduit for these future 
connections. This expansion highlights 
Ethiopia’s strategic focus on leveraging 
its renewable energy resources to bol-
ster regional energy integration.

Strengthening regional energy connections: Ethiopia 
electricity exports to Tanzania set to begin next month

In addition to the up-
coming Tanzanian ex-
ports, Ethiopia is also 
advancing the Kenya-Tan-
zania power line project, 
expected to be completed 
by November 2025. This 
infrastructure develop-
ment is poised to enhance 
the regional energy net-
work, promoting greater 
energy interconnectiv-
ity across East Africa. The 
Kenya-Tanzania line is an-
ticipated to play a crucial 
role in facilitating more 
robust energy exchanges 
in the region.

Ethiopia’s energy ex-
port strategy is supported 
by its abundant renew-
able energy resources, 
particularly from hy-

dropower projects like 
the Grand Ethiopian Re-
naissance Dam (GERD). 
Once fully operational, 
the GERD is projected to 
significantly boost Ethio-
pia’s electricity genera-
tion capacity. “The GERD 
is a game-changer for our 
energy sector,” remarked 
Dr. Donald Mmari, an en-
ergy expert. “It will enable 
Ethiopia to meet both 
domestic and regional 
energy demands more ef-
fectively.”

The launch of electric-
ity exports to Tanzania 
represents a pivotal devel-
opment in Ethiopia’s role 
within the East African en-
ergy market. As the coun-
try continues to expand 

its energy infrastructure 
and export capabilities, 
these advancements are 
expected to have far-
reaching implications for 
regional cooperation and 
economic growth. “This 
export deal is not just 
about selling electricity; 
it’s about strengthening 
ties and fostering eco-
nomic growth throughout 
the region,” Balcha em-
phasized.

The situation contrasts 
sharply with Tanzania’s 
previous energy ambi-
tions. Despite extensive 
planning and substantial 
investments in projects 
like the Kinyerezi power 
generation initiative and 
gas extraction in Mtwara, 

2021/22 financial year, 
attributed to the govern-
ment’s decision to convert 
Tanesco’s Sh2.4 trillion 
debt into equity. Former 
Tanesco’s Managing Di-
rector, Maharage Chande, 
described this achieve-
ment as a landmark since 
the utility’s establishment 
in 1964.

The power system Mas-
ter Plan for Tanesco out-
lines a future generation 
mix of hydro (28 percent), 
natural gas (33 percent), 
coal (26 percent), wind 
(4 percent), solar (4 per-
cent), and geothermal (5 
percent) by 2044. Howev-
er, the current emphasis 
on intermittent sources 
likes hydro, wind, and 
solar over more reliable 
coal and natural gas raises 
concerns for Tanzanians.

The past 30 years have 
seen significant benefits 
from gas-fired power 
plants, which have bol-
stered reliability and af-
fordability. The introduc-
tion of gas was a major 
blessing for Tanzania’s en-
ergy sector, as evidenced 
by the cost savings of $16 
billion achieved by Tane-
sco through the Songas 
project between 2004 
and 2020. In contrast, the 
IPTL project, initially in-
tended as an emergency 
diesel power solution, 
resulted in significant ad-
ditional costs due to its 
underperformance.

Ethiopia’s plan to ex-
port electricity to Tanza-
nia highlights a significant 
shift in regional energy dy-
namics, as Tanzania aims 
to enhance its electricity 
supply and diversify its 
sources. Yet, with unused 
gas capacity at Ubungo 
and Kinyerezi, and fur-
ther potential from exist-
ing pipelines, focusing on 
imported electricity may 
overlook a crucial ele-
ment of Tanzania’s energy 
strategy. 

Natural gas has been 
crucial in enhancing the 
reliability and affordabil-
ity of Tanzania’s power 
sector. Ignoring this re-
source while depending 
on external electricity 
could jeopardize the sec-
tor’s progress and effi-
ciency.

To ensure energy secu-
rity and bolster regional 
influence, Tanzania 
should focus on optimiz-
ing its gas resources. Suc-
cessful countries like 
Norway and Qatar have 
demonstrated how effec-
tive management of natu-
ral gas can lead to energy 
independence and eco-
nomic growth. By learn-
ing from these examples, 
Tanzania can achieve sim-
ilar successes in its energy 
sector.

Tanzania has faced persis-
tent energy shortages.

Prof Sospeter Muhongo, 
the former Minister of En-
ergy and Minerals, had 
envisioned that by 2014, 
Tanzania would have sur-
plus electricity to export. 
“Our plans were robust,” 
Muhongo explained. “We 
aimed to ensure that by 
2014, we would have had 
enough excess electricity 
to export and support our 
economic goals.”

However, the reality has 
been less favorable, un-
derlining the challenges 
Tanzania faces in achiev-
ing energy self-sufficiency. 
The country’s reliance on 
imports from Ethiopia 
underscores the ongoing 
struggles in realizing its 
energy aspirations. De-
spite Tanzania’s efforts, 
including the develop-
ment of additional energy 
sources such as wind, 
solar, and coal, the goal 
of energy independence 
remains elusive.

The disparity between 
Ethiopia’s achievements 
and Tanzania’s struggles 
raises a critical question: 
why is Tanzania import-
ing electricity despite its 
ambitious plans? Ethiopia 
and Kenya have demon-
strated significant pro-
gress in electricity genera-
tion and export, setting 
a high bar for the region. 
As Tanzania seeks to en-
hance its energy infra-
structure, the example set 
by Ethiopia’s successful 
expansion into regional 
electricity markets offers 
valuable insights.

For instance, Kenya has 
successfully integrated 
its energy infrastructure 

with neighboring coun-
tries, establishing itself 
as a regional energy hub. 
“Kenya’s approach to re-
gional energy integration 
has been exemplary,” 
noted Professor Samwel 
Wangwe, an expert in re-
gional energy systems. 
“Their success underlines 
the potential benefits of a 
well-coordinated energy 
strategy.”

Correspondingly, Ethio-
pia’s success in expanding 
its energy exports serves 
as a powerful example of 
how leveraging renew-
able resources and invest-
ing in infrastructure can 
drive regional economic 
growth. The upcoming 
electricity exports to Tan-
zania mark a significant 
milestone in Ethiopia’s 
efforts to enhance its role 
in the East African energy 
market.

As Ethiopia continues 
to advance its energy 
infrastructure and ex-
port capabilities, it sets a 
powerful precedent for 
regional cooperation and 
economic integration. 
The country’s achieve-
ments in the energy sec-
tor not only highlight its 
strategic vision but also 
emphasize the impor-
tance of continued invest-
ment and collaboration in 
achieving regional energy 
goals.

Ethiopia’s move to ex-
port electricity to Tan-
zania marks a significant 
shift in regional energy 
dynamics, showcasing 
Ethiopia’s dedication to 
harnessing renewable 
energy and enhancing re-
gional cooperation. This 
initiative sets a precedent 
for transformative energy 
investments in the region.

Charles Makakala, a 
management consultant-
technologist from Tan-
zania, highlighted the 
disparity in energy gen-
eration between nations, 
noting that South Korea, 
despite its small size, pro-
duces twice the amount 
of electricity generated 
by 48 Sub-Saharan Afri-
can nations combined. He 
criticized Tanzanian poli-
ticians for their rhetoric 
and lack of substantive ac-
tion, comparing the coun-
try’s energy challenges 
unfavorably to South Ko-
rea’s efficient energy sec-
tor.

In July, Tanesco re-
ported a record profit of 
Sh109.45 billion for the 
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T
anzania’s banking in-
dustry has recorded 
significant growth in 
internet and mobile 

banking services over the past five 
years, marking a major milestone 
in promoting a cashless economy 
and expanding financial inclusion.

The National Payment System 
Report 2023, recently published by 
the Bank of Tanzania (BoT), shows 
a rise in both internet and mobile 
banking transactions, with an in-
creasing number of banks offering 
these services. 

Commercial banks and financial 
institutions continue to develop 
innovative digital banking solu-
tions, allowing customers to man-
age their finances conveniently 
through computers and mobile 
phones.

According to the report, the 
number of banks offering internet 
banking grew from 20 in 2019 to 
35 in 2023. Similarly, mobile bank-
ing subscribers increased to 8.99 
million from 5.04 million over the 
same period. 

However, only 2.44 million of 
these mobile banking subscribers 
were active last year, highlighting 
the need for banks to continue 
promoting these services to boost 
adoption.

Despite the growth, digital fraud 
remains a significant challenge to 
the expansion of internet and mo-

bile banking. 
Many Tanzanians are still hesi-

tant to use digital banking services 
due to concerns about security, 
which hampers efforts to promote 
a cashless economy. 

In March 2024, the BoT reported 
that over 1.65bn/- ($647,000) was 
lost to mobile and internet banking 
fraud, including cyber-attacks, dur-
ing the fourth quarter of last year. 
This was a sharp increase from the 
901m/- ($353,600) lost in the previ-
ous quarter.

Mobile banking growth
Since its introduction in 2007, 

mobile money has filled the gap in 
accessing financial services caused 
by the complexities of traditional 
banking systems. 

Between 2019 and 2023, mobile 
banking in Tanzania saw signifi-
cant growth, driven by increased 
adoption of mobile money servic-
es and regulatory improvements 
aimed at enhancing financial inclu-
sion.

The report shows that the vol-
ume of mobile banking transac-
tions increased from 55.74 million 
in 2019 to 81.99 million in 2023. 
The value of these transactions 
nearly tripled, rising from 9.47trn/- 
in 2019 to 25.51trn/- last year.

The COVID-19 pandemic also ac-
celerated the adoption of mobile 
banking, as people sought contact-
less payment options. 

The BoT encouraged mobile 

money usage by waiving certain 
transaction fees and raising trans-
action limits, leading to a surge in 
transaction volumes during the 
pandemic. 

By 2023, mobile banking had 
reached more remote areas of Tan-
zania, contributing significantly to 
financial inclusion. 

The expansion of 4G networks 
by mobile operators, along with 
the increasing affordability of 
smartphones and mobile data 
packages, further boosted mobile 
banking usage.

Internet banking expansion
The National Payment System 

Report 2023 also highlights the 
growth of internet banking in Tan-
zania. The number of registered 
internet banking customers rose 
from 217,425 in 2017 to 313,585 
in 2023, while active customers 
increased from 31,706 in 2019 to 
134,091 last year. 

Annual customer growth ranged 
between 12 percent and 32 percent 
over the past five years, except in 
2021 when growth declined by 
29.37 percent due to the impact of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The volume of domestic internet 
banking transactions grew from 
5.2 million in 2019 to 16.1 million 
in 2023. International transactions 
also surged from 20,201 to 1.5 mil-
lion during the same period. 

The value of domestic transac-
tions increased from 43.2trn/- in 
2019 to 142.6trn/- in 2023, while in-
ternational transaction values rose 
from 2.9trn/- to 15.2trn/-.

As internet penetration contin-
ues to expand, more Tanzanians 
are adopting internet banking 
services. The number of internet 
users in the country has risen sig-

nificantly, driven by infrastructure 
development and lower data costs. 

However, internet banking re-
mains more popular in urban ar-
eas where internet infrastructure 
and computer ownership are more 
common. In contrast, rural areas 
continue to rely heavily on mobile 
banking services.

During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
internet banking usage surged as 
customers sought to minimize 
physical contact and manage their 
finances remotely. 

Banks promoted the use of digi-
tal platforms, with some waiving 
fees for online transactions to en-
courage adoption.

As internet banking continues 
to grow, cybersecurity has be-
come a critical focus for banks. 
Investments in enhanced security 
measures, such as two-factor au-
thentication (2FA) and encrypted 
communications, are aimed at pre-
venting fraud and cyberattacks.

Banks are also undertaking cam-
paigns to educate customers about 
the benefits of internet banking, 
including tutorials on how to use 
online platforms, protect personal 
data, and manage finances digi-
tally. 

However, challenges remain, 
particularly in rural areas where 
internet infrastructure is less reli-
able. 

Slow internet speeds and inter-
mittent connectivity issues limit 
access to internet banking for 
some users.

While internet banking has ex-
panded, it still faces competition 
from mobile banking platforms, 
which are more widely used for 
everyday transactions due to their 
simplicity and broader reach, es-
pecially in areas with limited ac-
cess to computers and stable inter-
net connections.

Lifezone Metals initiates process for risk 
insurance for the Kabanga Nickel project 

 By Guardian Reporter

Lifezone Metals Limited has 
engaged in high-level discus-
sions with US and Tanzanian 
government officials to further 
investment initiatives in critical 
minerals projects in Africa, Chief 
Executive Officer, Chris Showal-
ter has announced.

The Kabanga Nickel Project, 
located in Ngara district, north-
west Tanzania, is being ad-
vanced through a strategic part-
nership between Lifezone, the 
Government of Tanzania and 
BHP Group Limited. 

Kabanga is believed to be one 
of the world’s largest and high-
est-grade undeveloped nickel 
sulfide deposits. 

The Project is expected to es-
tablish first-of-its-kind nickel, 
copper and cobalt processing in 
Tanzania, delivering value ad-
dition and driving sustainable 
development for the benefit of 
Tanzania’s citizens.

During a visit to Dar es Salaam 
on August 26, 2024, Showalter, 
alongside key US representatives 
including Acting Special Coor-
dinator for the Partnership for 
Global Infrastructure and Invest-
ment (“PGI”), Helaina Matza and 
Ambassador of the United States 
to Tanzania, Michael Battle, met 
with Tanzanian Government of-
ficials. 

These meetings, which includ-
ed discussions with the Minister 
of Minerals Anthony Mavunde, 
focused on the ongoing progress 
and future potential of the Ka-
banga Nickel Project.

The US Government high-
lighted the importance of the Ka-
banga Nickel Project to help ad-
vance the energy transition and 
as a model of strategic economic 
cooperation between the United 
States and Tanzania. 

This collaboration was previ-
ously showcased at the US-Africa 
Summit in 2022 and reinforced 
by Vice President Harris during 
her visit to Tanzania in 2023.

Lifezone’s subsidiary, Kabanga 

 NEWARK

The Global Banking as a Service (BaaS) platform 
market is expected to reach an impressive US$4,236.3 
million in 2024, according to recent market analysis by 
Accesswire.

The demand for BaaS platforms is projected to 
rise at a remarkable Combined Annual Growth Rate 
(CAGR) of 14.7 percent from 2024 to 2034, driving the 
market to an anticipated value of US$16,664.6 million 
by the end of 2034.

Banking as a Service (BaaS) is an end-to-end model 
that allows digital banks and third-party providers to 
seamlessly connect with traditional banks’ systems via 
Application Programming Interfaces (APIs). 

This connection enables these entities to build bank-
ing offerings on top of the banks’ regulated infrastruc-
ture, thereby unlocking new opportunities in the open 
banking landscape that is rapidly transforming Eu-
rope’s financial services sector.

The BaaS platform plays a crucial role in ensuring 
the safe communication of data between traditional 
banks and businesses or fintech companies. 

By adopting a BaaS platform, banks and financial 
services providers can concentrate on their core com-
petencies delivering products, services, and customer 
experiences while benefiting from the expertise, func-
tionality, infrastructure, platform, and scale provided 
by software providers. This approach not only reduces 
development time and costs but also offers a unified 
view of the customer by leveraging a common plat-
form across a wide range of products and services.

The banking as a service (BaaS) platform market is 
facing significant challenges due to the rising incidents 
of cyber-attacks and data breaches. 

High-profile cyberattacks, such as the 2022 breach 
of the Bank of Brazil, which compromised their online 
systems and customer data, underscore the critical 
vulnerabilities within the industry related to data pri-
vacy and cybersecurity.

BaaS providers, who offer essential banking servic-
es through APIs, are particularly vulnerable to these 
threats. 

The interconnected nature of their systems makes 
them attractive targets for cybercriminals, amplifying 
the risks associated with data breaches.

One of the most pressing challenges in safeguarding 
client information within the BaaS sector is the reli-
ance on third-party vendors. 

Global ‘Banking as 
a Service’ market 
to reach $4.2bn
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Minister of minerals Anthony Mavunde (C ), poses in a group photo with US Ambassador to Tanzania Michal Battle (4th R) after a high 
level discussion with officials from Lifezone Metals, GPI, Tembo Nickel and BHP Group on further investment initiative in Kabanga 
Nickel Project. Photo: Lifezone

Nickel Limited, has signed a re-
tainer letter with the US Inter-
national Development Finance 
Corporation (“DFC”) to com-
mence the evaluation process 
for political risk insurance cov-
erage for future investments 
into the Kabanga underground 
nickel-copper-cobalt mine site 
and the Kahama Hydromet re-
finery site.

Lifezone is proposing a com-
prehensive investment plan 
that seeks to secure the future 
of the Kabanga Nickel Project. 

Through these collabora-
tive efforts and discussions, 
Lifezone aims to strengthen 
partnerships and secure invest-
ments that will contribute to 
the sustainable development 

of critical minerals resources in 
Africa.

Showalter stated: “Our part-
nership with the United States 
and Tanzania continues to 
deepen as we pursue our com-
mon goals of building resilient 
supply chains for critical min-
erals, while fostering sustain-
able economic development. 
Further, the US Government’s 
recognition through the Part-
nership for Global Infrastruc-
ture and Investment and identi-
fication of Kabanga as a project 
within the Mineral Security 
Partnership demonstrates the 
Project’s significance for like-
minded partners as well as for 
the United States. We look for-
ward to working closely with 

DFC on this Project. None of 
this would be possible without 
our partners in Tanzania and 
their ongoing and demonstrat-
ed support of the Project.”

Helaina Matza added: “PGI, 
as the overarching US Govern-
ment approach to support-
ing sustainable infrastruc-
ture development, has been 
a supporter of the Kabanga 
Nickel Project, which will posi-
tively impact the battery supply 
chain security for both the US 
and its partners. The Kabanga 
Project exemplifies the goals of 
sustainable development — ‘for 
Tanzanians, by Tanzanians’ — 
that Vice President Harris ar-
ticulated during her 2023 visit.”

The Kabanga Nickel Pro-

ject is expected to be a fully 
integrated mine-to-metal op-
eration that will enable a fully 
auditable supply chain with 
production of refined, LME-
grade nickel, copper and cobalt 
metals. 

Lifezone will apply its Hy-
dromet Technology, which 
provides an alternative to tradi-
tional pyrometallurgical smelt-
ing, and is able to significantly 
reduce carbon dioxide and sul-
fur dioxide emissions (relative 
to smelting) with lower expect-
ed operating and capital costs. 

The Kabanga Definitive Fea-
sibility Study is progressing 
towards completion in Septem-
ber.

Internet, mobile banking services 
record sharp increase in five years



 BY KELVIN MKWAWA

D
ebit cards have 
become a way of 
life for many con-
sumers. When 

you use a debit card, the pur-
chase is deducted directly 
from your checking account. 
There are two ways to use a 
debit card; through an Auto-
mated Teller Machine (ATM) 
where you can withdraw cash 
or through a Point of Sale 
(POS) that accepts your type 
of debit card. 

The majority of the banks 
offer MasterCard or Visa 
debit cards which offer con-
venience and versatility. Also, 
debit cards are great because 
there is no chance of spend-
ing more than you have hence 
no overdraft fees charges for 
you if you “Opt-Out” of over-
draft protection. 

However, this convenience 
and savings of overdraft fees 
come with certain risks and 
dangers that you need to un-

derstand before using your 
debit card freely. 

The other type of bank card 
is a Credit card; the main dif-
ference between credit cards 
and debit cards is that, what-
ever you spend on the credit 
card, you will have to pay 
back, while with debit cards 
you are spending your own 
money. 

Hence credit cards are po-
tentially dangerous, especially 
for new credit card users who 
may be fascinated by the al-
lure of what seems like “free” 
money. So, if you are thinking 
about getting a credit card, it 
is important to understand 
the dangers that come along 
with credit cards to help you 
cultivate better usage. 

Hence the next two weeks, 
I will share a few risks and 
dangers associated with using 
your bank’s cards. This week, 
I will talk about the risks and 
dangers of debit cards;

Reimburse of Fraudulent 

Charges on Debit Cards – 
When someone has fraudu-
lently used your debit card, 
the money comes directly out 

of your account immediately. 
That means you do not have 
that money while the bank 
does its due diligence to con-

firm your fraud claim and this 
process may take up to 30-45 
days or longer depending on 
the bank. Many customers 
complain of the waiting time 
while unable to access the 
funds that were stolen by the 
fraudsters. 

This may lead some of them 
to be short of funds to pay 
their necessities such as food 
and utility bills. With that be-
ing said when shopping for 
your next current/saving ac-
count, don’t forget to ask the 
bank for their Turn Around 
Time (TAT) of investigat-
ing and refunding the fraud 
charges on your account so 
you will know if that will work 
out for you in case a fraud oc-
curs.

Overdrafts Charges – Many 
consumers naively assume 
that if they don’t have suffi-
cient funds in their current 
accounts, their bank won’t 
approve a debit card trans-
action. But they are wrong. 
The majority of international 

banks do charge you a fee 
called an overdraft fee if you 
use your debit card when you 
don’t have sufficient funds 
in your account. Overdraft 
charges have been soaring in 
recent years and the major 
causes of that are the lack of 
awareness of the charge to the 
consumers. One way banks 
can help consumers is to give 
them the option to “Opt-In” or 
“Opt-out” of automatic over-
draft protection at the time of 
opening the account. If a cus-
tomer chooses to ‘Opt-In”, the 
bank will allow debit and ATM 
transactions to go through 
even if the customer doesn’t 
have enough funds in the ac-
count while if the customer 
chooses to “Opt-Out”, the 
bank will not allow any trans-
actions to go through when 
the account doesn’t have suf-
ficient funds.

Withhold Charges – When 
you use your debit card to 
book a hotel or rent a car, gen-

erally the merchant will put a 
“hold” on more funds in your 
account than what you are ac-
tually spending. Yes, you have 
read it right. The merchant 
puts a hold on funds for the 
full amount of your spending 
plus an estimated amount 
for “accidents” in case of any 
activities that might run your 
bill more. 

The extra estimated 
amount is not an actual bill 
but it does not come off your 
account until the final bill 
from the merchant is present-
ed to your bank. This does 
affect your available balance 
in your current account and 
might lead you to overdraw 
your account.

Next week, I will share the 
risks associated with Credit 
cards.

Kelvin Mkwawa (pic-
tured), is the Seasoned 
Banker. He can be reached 
through Email address: 
Kelvin.e.mkwawa@gmail.
com 
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     By Francis Kajubi

T
he government has ac-
knowledged the chal-
lenges faced by small-
scale bakers and is 

working on solutions through its 
budget plans and policies to fos-
ter growth in the sector.

Daniel Sillo, Deputy Minister of 
Home Affairs, speaking on behalf 
of the Minister of Industry and 
Trade, shared the government’s 
stance during an awards cer-
emony organized by the Tanza-
nia Bakers Association (TBA) on 
Tuesday night.

He addressed the call from 
small-scale bakers to waive the 
Value Added Tax (VAT) on bread, 
noting that the government is 
considering this measure to pro-
tect consumers and enhance the 
sector’s growth.

“When taxes are high, some 
producers resort to using infe-
rior raw materials, resulting in 
low-quality products that pose 
risks to consumer health,” Sillo 
explained.

Last month, President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan established the 
Presidential Commission on Tax 
Reforms to address tax-related 
challenges faced by businesses. 

Sillo urged bakers to present 
their concerns to the commis-
sion, which is focused on identi-
fying and solving business-relat-
ed tax issues.

“Our goal is to create a support-
ive environment for businesses, 
enabling entrepreneurs to con-
tribute fully to the country’s eco-
nomic growth,” Sillo added.

The government’s blueprint 
for improving the business envi-
ronment prioritizes addressing 
various challenges faced by en-
trepreneurs, particularly small-
scale businesses like bakeries. 

Sillo praised TBA for empha-
sizing quality over price compe-
tition in the market.

“Bakers play a vital role in the 
microeconomy by creating jobs 
and providing access to quality, 
safe, and reliable food,” he said.

Sillo also commended the TBA 
for its efforts in educating young 
bakers on modern baking tech-
niques, contributing to the indus-
try’s progress.

Francisca Lyimo, Chairperson 
of TBA, shared the association’s 
journey since its establishment in 
May 2021. Starting with 13 found-
ing members, TBA has grown to 
305 members by August 2024. 

The association’s main goal is 
to ensure consumer safety and 
health by producing food that 
meets the standards set by the 

Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
(TBS).

TBA has actively participated 
in the Dar es Salaam Interna-
tional Trade Fair (DITF), helping 
members expand their market 
share. 

Over the past three years, the 
association has signed Memoran-
dums of Understanding (MoUs) 
with both local and international 
companies for commercial coop-
eration. 

These include partnerships 
with the Small Industries Devel-
opment Organization (SIDO) and 
the Tanzania Engineering and 
Manufacturing Design Organiza-
tion (TEMDO), as well as with in-
ternational partners such as GIZ 
Tanzania and PAM International 
from the Netherlands.

“These MoUs aim to provide 
training and financial support to 
members in collaboration with 
the College of Business Educa-
tion, along with managing the 
implementation of TBA’s short- 
and long-term strategies,” Lyimo 
stated.

One of the key challenges for 
small-scale bakers is the 18 per-
cent VAT, which raises the cost 
of their products. Bread pro-
duced by small-scale bakers sells 
at 1,680/- per loaf, compared to 

1,500/- for bread from larger pro-
ducers, affecting their competi-
tiveness and growth.

“We are forced to sell at the 
market price despite our lim-
ited production capacities due to 
VAT,” Lyimo explained.

Salama Mpanga, Director of 
Salladoo Bakery and one of the 
13 bakers awarded at the event, 
took home the ‘Woman Small-
Scale Enterprise’ trophy. 

She highlighted the success 
and challenges faced by small-
scale bakers, particularly the im-
pact of VAT on bread produced 
by home bakers.

“VAT forces us to focus more 
on other products like cakes, 
juice, and snacks. There is also 
competition from unregistered 
producers, which means we have 
to be more creative to attract 
consumers,” Mpanga said.

Her bakery operates in Dar es 
Salaam, particularly in the Ilala 
and Temeke districts, serving 
both wholesale and retail cus-
tomers.

 Salladoo Bakery currently em-
ploys 12 young workers.

Mpanga also called for more 
accessible loans, suggesting the 
creation of a special loan window 
for bakers with interest rates be-
low 15 percent.   

Govt agrees to end 
challenges facing 
small-scale bakers

Crypto 
wealth 
reshapes 
global 
citizenship

UNDERSTAND THE RISKS AND DANGERS OF BANK CARDS-PART ONE

 By Dominic Volek

The cryptocurrency landscape of 
2024 bears little resemblance to its 
predecessors. Bitcoin’s rise to over 
US$ 73,000 in March set a new all-
time high, while the long-awaited ap-
proval of spot Bitcoin and Ethereum 
ETFs in the USA unleashed a torrent 
of institutional capital.

Anticipation now builds for po-
tential Solana ETFs joining the Wall 
Street party. These milestones have 
seeded a new era of crypto adoption, 
one where digital assets increasingly 
cross-pollinate with traditional fi-
nance and global mobility.

A sizeable crypto elite emerges
As cryptocurrencies cement their 

place in the financial zeitgeist, a new 
class of high-net-worth individuals 
has emerged. New World Wealth 
data paints a striking picture: crypto 
millionaires surged by 95 percent in 
just one year, with 172,300 individu-
als now holding over US$1 million in 
digital assets. 

The echelons of crypto wealth 
have expanded dramatically, with 
centi-millionaires growing by 79 per-
cent to 325, and even the rarefied air 
of crypto billionaires seeing a 27 per-
cent increase to 28 individuals.

Global blockchain graphic of inter-
connected nodes

This explosive growth has not 
gone unnoticed by the investment 
migration industry. At Henley & Part-
ners, we’ve seen a significant uptick 
in crypto-wealthy clients seeking al-
ternative residence and citizenship 
options. These digital nomads aren’t 
just chasing tax optimization; they’re 
in pursuit of jurisdictions that em-
brace innovation and offer regulato-
ry environments conducive to their 
decentralized aspirations.

Notably, some of the most attrac-
tive locations for those involved in 
cryptocurrencies are countries that 
offer residence and citizenship by in-
vestment programs, enabling them 
to obtain the right to reside and/or 
citizenship in return for making a 
significant investment.

New investment paradigms un-
fold

To make sense of this changing 
crypto landscape, Henley & Partners 
has unveiled its second annual Cryp-
to Adoption Index. This comprehen-
sive tool evaluates investment migra-
tion programs through the lens of the 
crypto investor, considering factors 
such as public adoption, infrastruc-
ture, innovation and technology, 

Salama Mpanga, Director of Salladoo Bakery, receives her trophy 
from Rajan, head of marketing, Said Salim Bakhresa Group. Photo: 
Correspondent.

regulatory environment, economic 
factors, and tax-friendliness.

The 2024 index has been refined 
to provide a more nuanced, crypto-
focused evaluation of global ju-
risdictions. These enhancements 
result in a more precise tool that 
better serves the needs of discern-
ing investors in the fast-paced digi-
tal asset space.

The index reveals a nuanced 
global picture. Singapore leads the 
pack, with a #1 ranking across in-
frastructure adoption, innovation 
and technology, and regulatory en-
vironment. Hong Kong (SAR China) 
follows closely, buoyed by its robust 
economic factors and tax-friendly 
policies. The UAE rounds out the 
top three, offering unparalleled tax 
benefits and a burgeoning econo-
my.

Global crypto hubs take shape
Asia Pacific emerges as a power-

house for crypto-friendly invest-
ment migration. Singapore’s top 
ranking is underscored by its recent 
regulatory framework for stable-
coins, positioning it as a forward-
thinking financial hub. 

Hong Kong’s approval of spot 
crypto ETFs in January 2024, which 
are also becoming available in Sin-
gapore, highlights a commitment 
to remaining competitive in the 
digital asset space. These examples 
illustrate the region’s proactive ap-
proach to integrating digital assets 
with traditional finance.

The Middle East, particularly the 
UAE, continues to attract crypto 
wealth with its zero capital gains tax 
and progressive regulations. Dubai’s 
long history of crypto-friendliness, 
including the approval of the first 
cryptocurrency fund in the Mid-
dle East in 2021, further solidifies 
its position as a leading destination 
for crypto investors. More recently, 
Dubai’s allowance for residents to 
trade cryptocurrencies directly 
with their bank accounts is indica-
tive of a significant step towards 
mainstream adoption.

Europe also presents a dynamic 
landscape for crypto investment. 
Malta and Cyprus offer robust pro-
grams tailored for crypto investors, 
with their progressive regulatory 
frameworks and innovative ap-
proaches to digital assets. 

Switzerland continues to shine 
with its “Crypto Valley” in Zug, 
known for its favorable stance on 
digital assets and thriving block-
chain ecosystem.

The Americas show potential 
for leadership. The USA has seen a 
surge of interest following the ap-

proval of spot Bitcoin ETFs, while 
countries like Panama are position-
ing themselves as crypto-friendly 
havens in the region.

Caribbean nations, long popu-
lar for investment migration, are 
adapting to the crypto wave. Anti-
gua and Barbuda and St. Kitts and 
Nevis have both implemented for-
ward-thinking legislation to attract 
digital asset entrepreneurs.

In contrast, India presents a more 
challenging environment for crypto 
investors. The country’s stringent 
crypto tax policies, including a 1 
percent tax-deducted-at-source 
(TDS) on cryptocurrency transac-
tions and a flat 30 percent tax on 
crypto gains, have driven many 
wealthy individuals to seek alterna-
tive residence and citizenship op-
tions. 

This growing interest under-
scores the desire of India’s crypto-
wealthy to find jurisdictions with 
more favorable conditions for op-
timizing their digital asset invest-
ments.

Crypto and citizenship con-
verge

As the lines between traditional 
and digital finance continue to blur, 
the synergy between investment 
migration and cryptocurrencies 
grows stronger. The Henley Crypto 
Adoption Index 2024 serves as an 
important tool, offering insights 
into jurisdictions that not only wel-
come crypto wealth but also pro-
vide the regulatory frameworks and 
infrastructure to support its growth.

The crypto millionaires of 2024 
are not content with digital riches 
alone; they seek the freedom of 
global mobility to match their bor-
derless assets. As nations compete 
to attract this new wave of digital 
wealth, we can expect investment 
migration programs to evolve, ca-
tering to the unique needs of the 
crypto elite.

In this digital gold rush, the most 
successful jurisdictions will be 
those that can offer a holistic eco-
system for crypto investors — com-
bining favorable regulations, robust 
infrastructure, and pathways to al-
ternative citizenship or residence. 
As we move forward, the intersec-
tion of cryptocurrency and invest-
ment migration will undoubtedly 
play a major role in shaping the fu-
ture of global wealth and mobility.

Dominic Volek, CA(SA), FIMC, 
(pictured) is Group Head of Pri-
vate Clients at Henley & Partners 
and a member of the Executive 
Committee.
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 MUMBAI

Talks to sell majority stakes in two Indian 
banks have attracted interest from foreign 
peers in Japan and the Middle East betting 
on a fast-growing economy, but tighter regu-
lations and valuation concerns could curb 
their appetite, analysts and sources say.

The rare opportunity for foreign banks to 
take controlling stakes in a market dominat-
ed by state-owned banks comes as existing 
investors in Yes Bank (YESB.NS), opens new 
tab and IDBI Bank (IDBI.NS), opens new tab 
look to divest their holdings.

Banking sector deals in India, especially 
those involving foreign entities, are rare. A 
full takeover of troubled Indian lender Lak-
shmi Vilas Bank by Singapore-based DBS 
Group in a regulatory-driven transaction in 
2020 was the last major deal.

The top shareholders are looking to exit 
from the two banks about four years after 
they were roped in by the regulator and 
the government to help them recover from 
sharply worsening asset quality due to ram-
pant lending that threatened their stability.

Private sector lender Yes Bank, in which 
shareholders are looking to sell a 51 per-
cent stake, has drawn interest from Ja-

pan’s Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corp (SMBC) 
and Emirates NBD, Reuters has reported.

IDBI Bank, in which the Indian govern-
ment and the Life Insurance Corporation 
are collectively selling a 60.72 percent stake, 
has seen Emirates, Canada’s Fairfax Group, 
as well as local rival Kotak Mahindra Bank 
(KTKM.NS), opens new tab express interest.

The foreign interest in the two banks 
comes as the Indian economy is forecast to 
grow at 7.2 percent this year, making it one 
of the world’s fastest-growing major econo-
mies.

Demand for bank credit, which includes 
corporate loans and mortgages, is growing 
at twice the expected economic growth pace 

and gross bad loans in the domestic banking 
sector are currently at multi-year lows of 2.8 
percent of total assets.

Similar to other major markets, inbound 
banking sector deals are tightly scrutinized 
in India. Given the sector’s importance and 
linkages with the broader economy, New 
Delhi is expected to field interest from bid-
ders in countries it has good political ties 
with, analysts said.

“India’s growth story is promising, and cor-
porates are looking to expand their business-
es,” said Ashvin Parekh, managing director 
of Ashvin Parekh Advisory Services, which 
provides services to investors in banks.

“That is enticing these (foreign) players,” 
Parekh said.

Despite those attractions, stricter rules 
related to capital requirements and owner-
ship restrictions, and state domination with 
government-backed banks accounting for 
nearly 52 percent of the bank credit have 
weighed on foreign banks’ operations in In-
dia.

Regulations in India also require that the 
largest shareholder of a local bank, termed 
as ‘promoter’ under Indian regulations, must 
their reduce shareholding to 26 percent over 
a 15-year period.
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Foreign lenders lured by rare stake sales in India banks

 NEW YORK

T
he US dollar held near its lowest 
level in more than a year against 
a basket of peers on Wednesday, 
with sterling trading just off 

multi-year highs, as markets focused on 
clues to the size of a widely expected US 
interest rate cut next month.

Cryptocurrency bitcoin took the early 
Asia spotlight, dropping over 6 percent 
after breaking below support around 
$60,000.

Meanwhile, the Aussie popped up to a 
multi-month high after the latest domestic 
consumer price data came in a tick above 
consensus, accelerating 3.5 percent year-
over-year.

But overall moves in the foreign exchange 
market were muted as traders awaited 
fresh hints on the state of the world’s largest 
economy.

Investors are unanimous in bets that the 
Federal Reserve will begin cutting interest 
rates next month following Chair Jerome 

Powell’s dovish tilt last week, with the 
debate now centred on whether or not it 
will be a super-sized 50-basis point cut.

The current pricing sits at a 36 percent 
chance for the larger cut, up from 29 
percent a week ago, according to the CME 
Group’s FedWatch Tool.

Markets, which are fully priced for a 

25-basis point cut next month, see just over 
100 basis points worth of easing by the end 
of the year.

A preliminary estimate for US gross 
domestic product in the second quarter 
is due later this week, along with the Fed’s 
preferred inflation measure, the personal 
consumption expenditures (PCE) index.

But with attention shifting from 
inflation to the strength of the economy, 
the importance of this week’s PCE data 
is debatable, said Matt Simpson, senior 
market analyst at City Index.

“It will require a strong upside surprise 
to dispel expectations of multiple Fed cuts,” 
he added.

The dollar index, which measures the 
greenback against a basket of currencies, 
was last 0.07 percent higher at 100.67, 
hovering above a 13-month low of 100.51 hit 
in the previous session.

For the month, the dollar has fallen over 
3 percent, putting it on track for its biggest 
monthly decline since November 2022.

But given that markets have been pricing 
in easing from September for weeks 
now, downside momentum on the dollar 
appears to be waning, with support built 
up around 100.18/30, Simpson said.

Sterling ticked down slightly to $1.3250 
after hitting its highest since March 2022 
against the greenback at $1.3269 on 
Tuesday.

The euro slid 0.09 percent to $1.117375 
and was sitting not far from a 13-month 
peak touched at the top of the week.

Bank of Japan Deputy Governor Ryozo 
Himino on Wednesday reiterated the 
central bank’s stance that it would adjust 
the degree of monetary easing if it becomes 
confident that its economic outlook and 
price targets will be realised.

However, he stressed that the central bank 
would remain vigilant to developments in 
financial markets.

The yen seemed to largely brush aside 
the remarks as it edged 0.26 percent lower 
to 144.33 per dollar, off Monday’s three-
week high of 143.45 against the greenback.

Elsewhere, the Australian dollar hit a 
seven-month high of $0.6813 after July 
consumer price data showed a 3.5 percent 
rise in prices year-over-year, just above 
forecasts for a 3.4 percent rise. It was last 
up 0.1 percent at $0.67995.

In cryptocurrencies, bitcoin was down 
4.06 percent at $59,337.00 after slumping 
over 6 percent earlier in trade.

 By Guardian Correspondent

By 2022, global carbon dioxide emissions had 
reached an estimated 800 megatons, accounting 
for about 2 percent of energy-related greenhouse 
gas emissions worldwide. 

While this figure represented roughly 80 percent 
of pre-pandemic levels, the rising demand for air 
travel—projected to grow by 2 percent to 5 percent 
annually through 2050—could further escalate avia-
tion-related carbon emissions.

Marius van der Ham, General Manager for East-
ern Countries, Southern Africa, Nigeria, and Ghana 
at Air France-KLM, emphasized that the aviation in-
dustry can reverse this trend.

“Through the advancement of innovative air-
craft technologies, optimizing flight operations, 
and expanding the use of Sustainable Aviation Fu-
els (SAFs), airlines can significantly reduce carbon 
emissions and even achieve Net Zero ahead of the 
2050 target,” said van der Ham.

He highlighted the role of modern technologies 
in curbing emissions, citing next-generation aircraft 
that reduce carbon output by 20 percent to 25 per-
cent and have 40 percent smaller noise footprint. 
These aircraft also consume less fuel, further con-
tributing to emission reductions.

“Airlines must prioritize the reduction of carbon 
emissions to create a safer and more sustainable 
world,” van der Ham added.

The airline has been actively involved in initia-
tives to reduce its carbon emissions as part of the 
broader aviation industry’s push towards sustain-
ability. 

Some of KLM’s key emission reduction initiatives 
include fleet modernization by using fuel-efficient 
aircrafts, Sustainable Aviation Fuels (SAFs), opera-
tional efficiency as well as partnering with airports, 
governments, and environmental organizations, to 
accelerate progress in emission reduction.

Innovation is key 
to reducing carbon 
emissions, says 
Air France-KLM’s

Currencies trade in tight range as market awaits more US rate cues

Climate Action Network Tanzania (CAN) official, Miriam Lissa (standing) speaks with Kigurusimba and 
Msalaza villagers on the best beekeeping practices to boost income. The workshop held at the Pangani 
district council conference hall yesterday. Photo:  Cheji Bakari

DUBAI

Banks in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) have been 
rejecting transactions from 
Russian companies for electronic 
components and consumer 
electronics from China since early 
August, the pro-Kremlin outlet 
Kommersant reported on Aug. 28.

The reason is the risk of secondary 
actions, the outlet claimed.

This comes as another case of 
mounting obstacles in Russian-
Chinese economic relations 
amid the growing pressure of US 
sanctions imposed over Moscow’s 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

According to Kommersant’s 
undisclosed sources, Russian firms 
used UAE-based entities to transfer 
money to China to ship goods 
directly to Russia.

Now, transactions for those 
products that do not arrive directly 
to the Gulf country are blocked, the 
outlet said. According to its sources, 
the restrictions came at China’s 
initiative.

The Kyiv Independent could not 
verify the claims.

The US unveiled a new set of 
sanctions against Chinese and 
Russian companies over their 
support for Moscow’s aggression 
last week. Despite efforts to avoid 
or mitigate the impact of the trade 
restrictions, Chinese institutions 
have begun scaling back their 
business dealings with Russia.

Specifically, a number of major 
Chinese banks have begun blocking 
transactions for electronics out of 
fear of secondary sanctions.

Most recently, in June, the Russian 
subsidiary of the Chinese state-run 
Bank of China stopped accepting 
payments from Russian banks.

China has become Russia’s key 
economic lifeline during the full-
scale war, as the trade between the 
two countries surged by 121 percent 
since 2021. 

A functioning payment system 
is necessary for maintaining trade 
relations, and Russia was cut off 
from the international SWIFT 
system in 2022.

Western countries have also 
reportedly ramped up pressure on 
the UAE to stop allowing Russian 
entities to dodge sanctions. 

The Gulf country is believed to 
be one of the main pipelines for 
sanctioned dual-use goods like 
electronics being shipped to Russia.

Throughout Russia’s full-scale 
war, the UAE has maintained 
economic and cultural ties with 
Russia but has also signed new trade 
agreements with Ukraine. 

UAE banks 
block Russian 
payments for 
electronics
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DonalD Trump faced a revised federal 
indictment on Tuesday accusing him of il-
legally trying to overturn his 2020 election 
loss, with prosecutors narrowing their ap-
proach after a US Supreme Court ruling that 
former presidents have broad immunity 
from criminal prosecution.

US Special Counsel Jack Smith’s team ob-
tained the superseding indictment in the 
Washington case, though it was highly un-
likely to proceed to trial ahead of the nov 5 
election when the Republican Trump faces 
Democratic Vice-President Kamala Harris.

The revised indictment lays out the same 
four charges prosecutors brought against 
the former president last year, but this one 
focuses on Trump’s role as a political candi-
date seeking reelection, rather than as the 
president at the time. 

This indictment, like the initial one, ac-
cuses Trump of a multi-part conspiracy to 
block the certification of his election defeat 
to Biden.

It retains allegations Trump pressured 
then Vice-President Mike Pence to use his 

role presiding over the congressional certi-
fication of the election on Jan 6, 2021, to re-
ject electoral votes from battleground states 
Trump lost.

“The defendant had no official responsi-
bilities related to the certification proceed-
ing, but he did have a personal interest as 
a candidate in being named the winner of 
the election,” the revised indictment states, 
language that did not appear in the original 
charging document.

a mob of Trump supporters stormed the 
US Capitol on Jan 6 in an attempt to halt the 
congressional certification, which remains 
part of the case against Trump.

 
Focus on campaign
The revised indictment no longer in-

cludes allegations that Trump sought to 
pressure the US Justice Department as he 
tried to overturn his election defeat, an ap-
parent effort to keep the prosecution alive 
after the high court found that Trump could 
not be prosecuted for that conduct.

It excises a reference to Jeffrey Clark, a se-
nior Trump administration Justice Depart-
ment official who allegedly sought to aid 

Donald Trump faces revised US 
indictment in election subversion case

RAMALLAH

 THe Israeli army began on 
Wednesday a large-scale mili-
tary operation in the Jenin, 
Tulkarm, and Tubas camps 
in the northern West Bank, 
according to Palestinian and 
Israeli sources.

“The Israeli forces have be-
gun military operations in 
Jenin, Tubas, and Tulkarm 
to thwart terrorism,” avichai 
adraee, spokesman of the Is-
raeli army, said in a statement.

Palestinian sources told Xi-
nhua said that large forces, 
along with huge bulldozers, 
are involved in the Jenin op-
eration. 

The sources added that Is-
raeli military vehicles stormed 
the city from multiple direc-
tions, penetrating its neigh-
borhoods and the refugee 
camp.

according to the Ramallah-
based health ministry, two 
Palestinians were killed and 
two others wounded by Is-
raeli army gunfire in northern 
Jenin.

Wiam Bakr, director of Jenin 
Governmental Hospital, said 
that the Israeli forces sur-

rounded the hospital and pre-
vented medical staff from en-
tering.  In Tubas and the Far’a 
refugee camp, Israeli forces 
clashed with Palestinian gun-
men as they stormed the 
area. Tubas governor ahmed 
al-asaad told Xinhua that the 
scale of the operation sug-
gests that Israel is following 
through on threats of a mili-
tary campaign in the northern 
West Bank.

Meanwhile, the Israeli forc-
es clashed with Palestinian 
gunmen as they stormed the 
city of Tubas and the Far’a 
refugee camp.

ahmed al-asaad, the gov-
ernor of Tubas, told Xinhua 
that the scale of the opera-
tion suggests that Israel is 
following through on threats 
of a military operation in the 
northern West Bank. 

Similarly, Israeli forces 
stormed the nour Shams ref-
ugee camp east of Tulkarm, 
where Palestinian sources 
told Xinhua that the forces 
besieged Thabet Thabet 
Governmental Hospital and 
seized a Palestinian ambu-
lance.

Palestinian armed groups 

said that their members were 
fighting Israeli forces with ex-
plosive devices and gunfire in 
Jenin, Tulkarm and Tubas.

 Since oct 7, the northern 
West Bank have witnessed a 
major escalation, with over 
650 Palestinians killed by Is-

raeli fire across the West Bank, 
according to the Palestinian 
Ministry of Health.

Agencies

Israeli army ‘begins large-scale military operation in northern West Bank’

KAzAN 

 WITH its packed agenda and 
new initiatives, Russia’s BRICS 
Chairmanship has set the stage for 
a memorable and impactful sum-
mit in Kazan. The event promises 
to strengthen ties among BRICS 
nations and drive cooperation in 
various areas, shaping the future of 
global collaboration.

as the countdown begins for 
the main event - the BRICS Sum-
mit in Kazan from october 22-24, 
2024 - the organizing Committee 
reviewed the achievements and 
discussed preparations for the 
summit. The committee is work-

ing tirelessly to ensure a successful 
and productive gathering of BRICS 
leaders.

Since the beginning of the year, 
Russia’s BRICS Chairmanship 
has hosted around 140 high-level 
events across 13 cities, both in Rus-
sia and internationally.

The highlights include the BRICS 
Parliamentary Forum; BRICS Inter-
Party Forum; Meetings of BRICS 
education Ministers, Sports Min-
isters, Heads of Prosecution Ser-
vices, and Supreme audit Institu-
tions; BRICS Chief Justices Forum; 
BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting, 
according to the Russian embassy 
in India.

a major milestone was the in-
troduction of new formats, includ-
ing the inaugural BRICS Transport 
Ministers’ meeting, the first BRICS 
Heads of Geological Services gath-
ering, and the debut BRICS nuclear 
Medicine Forum.

on January 1, Russia was passed 
the baton of the BRICS chairman-
ship, an association which, accord-
ing to the decision adopted by the 
15th BRICS Summit in august 2022, 
now includes 10 countries.

egypt, ethiopia, Iran, Saudi ara-
bia, and the United arab emirates 
joined BRICS as new full members 
which is a strong indication of the 
growing authority of the associa-

tion and its role in international 
affairs.

notably, a few days ago, Russian 
Presidential advisor anton Kobya-
kov met with the Indian ambas-
sador to Russia, Vinay Kumar, and 
they discussed developing bilat-
eral relations and cooperation on 
international platforms, TV BRICS 
reported.

“Moscow and new Delhi coop-
erate on an equal footing in trade, 
energy, science, investment, tour-
ism and environmental protection. 
Importantly, cooperation between 
the two countries within the frame-
work of integration associations is 
also being strengthened. This is of 

particular importance for the for-
mation of a sovereign multipolar 
world,” anton Kobyakov empha-
sised.

Vinay Kumar, in turn, noted the 
successes in cooperation between 
the central banks of the two coun-
tries. He also drew attention to the 
development of relations between 
Moscow and new Delhi through 
BRICS.

The sides discussed the partici-
pation of the Indian delegation in 
the forthcoming BRICS summit 
in Kazan and the BRICS Business 
Forum in Moscow. The events are 
scheduled for october 2024.

notably, the leaders of BRIC (Bra-

zil, Russia, India, and China) coun-
tries met for the first time in St Pe-
tersburg, Russia, on the sidelines 
of the G8 outreach Summit in July 
2006. after a series of high-level 
meetings, the 1st BRIC summit was 
held in Yekaterinburg, Russia on 
June 16, 2009.

BRIC group was renamed BRICS 
(Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
africa) after South africa was ac-
cepted as a full member at the BRIC 
Foreign Ministers’ meeting in new 
York in September 2010. South 
africa attended the third BRICS 
Summit in Sanya, China on april 14, 
2011.

ANI

 Russia’s BRICS Chairmanship set stage for memorable, impactful summit in Kazan

LONDON

PRIMe Minister of the 
United Kingdom (UK) 
Keir Starmer on Tuesday 
vowed to “fix the founda-
tions” of the country after 
“a decade of division and 
decline.”

In a major speech deliv-
ered ahead of parliament’s return from summer recess 
next week, Starmer (pictured) highlighted the economic 
and societal “black holes” facing his government after 14 
years of Conservative rule.

“We will do the hard work to root out 14 years of rot. 
Reverse a decade of decline. and fix the foundations,” 
said the prime minister, who led the labour Party to a 
landslide victory in the UK’s general election last month.

Starmer was speaking from the 10 Downing Street gar-
den.

a 22-billion-pound (29 billion U.S. dollars) black hole 
in the public finances “due to the last government’s reck-
lessness” had been discovered over the last few weeks, 
he announced.

The recent far-right riots rocking the country also re-
vealed a societal black hole, he added, requiring the gov-
ernment to take action.

“These riots didn’t happen in a vacuum. They exposed 
the state of our country, revealed a deeply unhealthy so-
ciety, the cracks in our foundation laid bare, weakened 
by a decade of division and decline, infected by a spiral 
of populism, which fed off the cycles of failure of the last 
government,” he said.

Starmer warned that the government’s first Budget, to 
be announced at end of october, is “going to be painful,” 
although he did not give details of what this would mean.

“We have no other choice given the situation we’re in. 
So those with the broadest shoulders should bear the 
heavier burden,” he said, adding that “things will get 
worse before they get better.”

However, in a Q&a session following his speech, Starm-
er promised to stick to his general election campaign 
pledge not to increase income tax, value added tax or 
national insurance contributions for working people.

Former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak said on X that 
“Keir Starmer’s speech today was the clearest indication 
of what labour has been planning to do all along - raise 
your taxes.”

Carla Denyer, co-leader of the Green Party, said on X, 
“enduring more economic pain and hardship isn’t what 
people voted for. They were told they were voting for 
change. not voting for things to get worse before they get 
better. labour needs to be honest about the fact that they 
could choose to make things better for everyone if they 
were bolder and braver.”

However, liberal Democrats leader ed Davey support-
ed Starmer, saying that “only the out-of-touch Conserva-
tive Party will deny the scale of the challenges” facing the 
government.

“From the millions stuck on nHS waiting lists to the 
millions struggling to make ends meet, the last Conserva-
tive government has left a toxic legacy. We need bold and 
ambitious action from the government to fix this mess,” 
Davey said. Xinhua

Starmer vows to ‘fix 
the foundations’ of UK

his attempts to undermine the election results, as a co-conspirator, and to 
former US attorney General Bill Barr, who allegedly told Trump his claims of 
widespread voter fraud were not true.

Bradley Moss, an attorney who specializes in national security, said the 
revised indictment reflects “a clear effort by the Justice Department to nar-
row the scope of factual information” to address the Supreme Court’s ruling 
on immunity. The revised 36-page indictment, nine pages shorter than the 
original, hinges on key testimony and evidence from witnesses largely out-
side the federal government, such as former arizona House Speaker Rusty 
Bowers, whom the indictment says was pressured by Trump and a co-con-
spirator to call a special session to hold a hearing based on bogus assertions 
of voter fraud.

The case, one of four criminal prosecutions Trump has faced, has been de-
layed for months while Trump pressed his claim of immunity. The Supreme 
Court’s 6-3 decision was powered by a conservative majority that includes 
three justices nominated by Trump.

 In May, Trump was convicted by a new York jury of falsifying documents 
to cover up a hush money payment to a porn star. He is due to be sentenced 
on Sept 18 although he has asked a judge to delay sentencing until after the 
nov 5 election.

Smith’s move came ahead of a Friday deadline for his office and Trump’s 
lawyers to propose a path forward in the election subversion case following 
the Supreme Court’s immunity ruling.

CAIRO
  
eGYPTIan President abdel Fattah 

el-Sisi has received Iraqi Prime Minister 
Mohammed Shia’ al-Sudani, who is on 
an official visit to egypt with a high-level 
Iraqi delegation.

The Spokesman for the egyptian 
Presidency said the two sides ex-
changed views on ways to help the re-
gion overcome the serious crises it is 
facing, which threaten its stability and 

capabilities.
The two leaders stressed the need for 

the international community to exert 
intensive pressure to complete the calm 
and ceasefire agreement in Gaza, stress-
ing the need to end the humanitarian 
plight in the Strip and stop the ongoing 
Israeli escalation in the West Bank.

This is in addition to the need to 
launch a serious political track that 
guarantees the Palestinian people their 
legitimate and just right to an indepen-

dent state along the 1967 borders with 
east Jerusalem as its capital, being the 
sustainable way to establish peace, se-
curity and development in the region.

The two leaders agreed that the cur-
rent circumstances require intensified 
joint arab action, bilaterally and col-
lectively, noting in this regard the tri-
partite cooperation among egypt, Iraq 
and Jordan, and affirming continuing 
to work to make their projects succeed 
and achieve their objectives to serve 

as a model for arab cooperation and 
regional integration. east 1,200 people 
were killed, and 252 Israelis and for-
eigners were taken hostage in Hamas’s 
attacks on Israeli communities near the 
Gaza border on october 7. 

of the 105 remaining hostages, more 
than 30 have been declared dead. 
Hamas has also been holding captive 
two Israeli civilians since 2014 and 2015, 
and the bodies of two soldiers killed in 
2014.                ANI 

Egypt, Iraq stress need to end humanitarian plight in Gaza

WASHINGTON 

THe US on Tuesday condemned the recent terrorist at-
tacks in Pakistan’s Balochistan province, which resulted in 
significant loss of life and said that it stands with Islamabad in 
its fight against terrorism.

Sharing a post on X, the Bureau of South and Central asian 
affairs of the US State Department said, “The United States 
strongly condemns the multiple attacks in Pakistan’s Balo-
chistan province which took many lives.”

expressing condolences who lost their lives in the attacks, 
it further added, “any violence disrupting peace and stability 
is indefensible. We stand with Pakistan in its fight against ter-
rorism and we send our deepest condolences to those who 
lost their loved ones.”

notably, over 70 people were killed in multiple cases of ter-
ror attacks reported in the Balochistan province of Pakistan, 
al Jazeera reported citing military and police officials.

The country’s military said 14 soldiers and police were 
killed. 21 terrorists were also killed in fighting in a major at-
tack that targeted vehicles on a major highway in Bela, a town 
in lasbela district.

In a separate attack in Musakhel district, local officials 
said at least 23 civilians were killed after attackers reportedly 
stopped their convoy, checked their IDs and determined they 
were from Punjab. 35 vehicles were also set ablaze in the inci-
dent.          ANI 

‘We stand with Pakistan in 
its fight against terrorism’

A column of Israeli Army armored vehicles leave following a military operation in the West Bank town of 
Tubas, Aug 14, 2024.  AP

This comb picture created on Aug 27, 2024, shows Special Counsel Jack Smith (left) in 
Washington, DC, on June 9, 2023, and former US President and Republican presiden-
tial candidate Donald Trump in Howell, Michigan, Aug 20, 2024. On Aug 27, prosecu-
tors filed a revised indictment of Donald Trump on charges that he tried to overturn 
the 2020 US election after losing to Joe Biden.  AFP
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  PARIS 

France’s socialists and Greens 
will not participate in further talks 
with President emmanuel Macron 
to find a way out of political dead-
lock, their leaders said on Tues-
day, calling on their supporters to 
hold peaceful protests instead.

Macron slammed the door on 
a potential leftist government on 
Monday, saying it would be imme-
diately removed from power by a 
majority of lawmakers from other 
camps. Instead, he embarked on 
another round of talks with party 
leaders on Tuesday.

But facing a hung parliament 
in which each of the three almost 
equal groupings - the left, Macron’s 
centrist bloc and the far-right na-
tional rally - have ruled out form-

ing a coalition, the president ap-
peared to be back to square one.

“This election is being stolen 
from us,” Green party chief Ma-
rine Tondelier told local radio.

“we’re not going to continue 
these sham consultations with a 
president who doesn’t listen any-
way ... and is obsessed with keep-
ing control. He’s not looking for a 

solution, he’s trying to obstruct it,” 
Tondelier said.

socialist Party president olivier 
Faure told France 2 television 
he would not engage in what he 
called a “parody of democracy” 
now the prospect of a leftist-led 
government was off the table.

The lFI, a hard-left party with-
in the leftist new Popular Front 
(nFP) alliance that won the most 
seats in a snap parliamentary elec-
tion this summer, called for a mass 
protest against Macron on sept 7.

nFP leaders have repeatedly 
asserted that France’s next prime 
minister should come from their 
ranks, but Macron has ignored 
their claims. Macron, a pro-busi-
ness centrist, thinks the balance of 
power lies more with the center or 
center-right.

France’s Macron back to square one as left plans protests over political crisis

Tel AvIv 
 
THe Israeli defence Forces (IdF) and 

Israel security agency (Isa) successfully 
rescued a 52-year-old hostage Qaid Far-
han alkadi on Tuesday, who had been 
abducted by the Hamas terrorist organi-
zation and held captive in the Gaza strip 
since october 7.

The Israel Foreign Ministry shared 
a post on its X handle and said, “Today 
(Tuesday), the IdF and Isa rescued the 
hostage Qaid Farhan alkadi, aged 52, 
from rahat, who was abducted by the 
Hamas terror organization into the Gaza 
strip on october 7th.

Qaid Farhan alkadi was rescued by 
shayetet 13, the 401st Brigade, Yahalom, 
and Isa forces under the command of 
the 162nd division in a complex opera-
tion in the southern Gaza strip.

no further details can be published 
due to considerations of the safety of our 
hostages, the security of our forces, and 
national security, said IdF and Isa.

He is in a stable medical condition and 
is being transferred for medical checks at 
a hospital. His family has been updated 
with the details, and the IdF is accompa-
nying them.

Meanwhile, on august 24, the bodies of 
six Israeli hostages recovered from Gaza 

had bullet wounds, according to prelimi-
nary forensic analysis.

The bodies of Yagav Buchstab, chaim 
Perry, nadav Popwell, avraham Monder, 
alex danzig and Yoram Metzger were 
turned over to the Israel Institute of Fo-
rensic Medicine in abu Kabir for exami-
nation. according to the report, marks 
indicating shooting were found on all six 
bodies.

Four other bodies found with the hos-
tages in the tunnel beneath Khan Yunis 
were also taken to abu Kabir. The four -- 
assumed to be terrorists -- did not show 
any signs of gunshots.

It isn’t clear if gunshots were fatal.
all six hostages were previously con-

firmed as alive and in good health at 
various times after october 7, with some 
even appearing in Hamas hostage propa-
ganda videos.

at least 1,200 people were killed, and 
252 Israelis and foreigners were taken 
hostage in Hamas’s attacks on Israeli 
communities near the Gaza border on 
october 7. of the 105 remaining hostages, 
more than 30 have been declared dead. 
Hamas has also been holding captive 
two Israeli civilians since 2014 and 2015, 
and the bodies of two soldiers killed in 
2014. 

   ANI

Israel successfully rescues 52-year-old 
hostage abducted by Hamas on October 7

MOSCOW

russIa is open to a dialogue with all 
interested partners in the asia-Pacific 
region and it is committed to active 
cooperation for building a more just 
system of international relations, ac-
cording to greetings to participants, 
organizers and guests of the eastern 
economic Forum (eeF) send by russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

“The asia-Pacific region’s role in in-
ternational affairs is rapidly expand-
ing. new opportunities for productive 
cooperation are being created here, 
including within the framework of such 
authoritative multilateral structures 
as the eurasian economic union, the 
shanghai cooperation organization, 
and BrIcs. 

I would like to reaffirm that russia is 
open to a dialogue with all interested 
partners in the asia-Pacific region and 
is committed to active cooperation in 
order to build a more just and demo-
cratic system of international relations 
that is free of dictate, force, and sanc-
tions pressure and is based on genuine 
equality,” according to the message.

since its inception, the Forum has 
made a huge contribution to the devel-

opment of constructive economic ties 
between russia and other countries in 
the asia-Pacific region, Putin noted. 

“russian and foreign entrepreneurs, 
representatives of government agen-
cies and public structures, and experts 
engage in direct and informal commu-
nication at the Forum, which makes it 
possible to discuss numerous pressing 
issues on the regional agenda and de-
velop beneficial joint projects. 

This is reflected in the motto of the 
current Forum: ‘Far east 2030. combin-
ing strengths to create new Potential’,” 
he said.

Putin also urged the participants of 
the Forum to think about new, promis-
ing forms of cooperation in various ar-
eas, ranging from transport, energy, and 
infrastructure to ecology and tourism.

The 9th eastern economic Forum 
(eeF) will be held on september 3-6, 
2024 in Vladivostok. Agencies

Russia open to dialogue with all partners in 
Asia-Pacific region — Putin in EEF greetings

KIGAlI/FUZHOU

IT was pleasantly warm and dry in rwanda 
in early august, and young farmers in south-
ern Province were celebrating a bountiful 
harvest. Their hands were not bunched with 
corn or rice but with mushrooms, cultivated 
with the help of a technology transferred 
from a country far away to this “land of a 
thousand hills” in africa.

Joining the celebration was Professor lin 
Zhanxi. since the 1980s, the octogenarian 
scientist has led a research team on Juncao 
technology in china’s southeastern Fujian 
Province. The hybrid grass technology en-
ables fungi to grow on grass-based substrates 
instead of felled trees, a solution to the mush-
room industry’s threat to forests.

The plant’s name means “mushroom” and 
“grass” in chinese. Its versatility is a key fea-
ture, allowing it to grow edible mushrooms, 
provide livestock feed and help battle desert-
ification.

Thanks to the active and visionary promo-
tion by chinese President Xi Jinping, Juncao 
is thriving in and beyond china, improving 
livelihoods and fostering sustainable devel-
opment in developing nations across the 
asia-Pacific, africa and latin america.

A WAY OUT OF POVERTY
Before known as “the father of Juncao,” lin 

grew up in the impoverished rural mountains 
of Fujian. His personal experiences with pov-
erty profoundly shaped his commitment to 
Juncao technology.

after decades of work, lin and his team 
succeeded in selecting and breeding a type 
of high-yield, drought and salinity-resistant 
herbaceous plant that can be used as a sub-
stitute for wood to grow edible and medicinal 
mushrooms. 

at the ninth aid-for-Trade Global review 
conference held by the wTo in Geneva in 
June, lin reflected on how Juncao technol-
ogy began its global journey. It was back in 
1992 when lin first presented Juncao to wide-
spread acclaim at an international exhibi-
tion on inventions, also in Geneva. There in 
switzerland, lin received many calls to learn 
more about the technology.

lin recalled how Xi has passionately sup-
ported using scientific and technological 
means to combat poverty.

In 1997, Xi, then deputy secretary of the 
communist Party of china Fujian Provincial 
committee, listed Juncao technology as part 
of the province’s poverty reduction efforts 
with the northwestern ningxia Hui autono-
mous region. upon receiving the assignment, 
lin immediately took his team, as well as 
grass and fungus seeds, to Xihaigu, a poverty-
stricken region in ningxia.

Today, Juncao technology is used in 31 
provinces across china and has significantly 
contributed to ending poverty and revitaliz-
ing rural areas.

with Xi’s support, a pilot project to intro-
duce Juncao technology in Papua new Guin-
ea was launched in 2000, becoming one of 
the first applications of Juncao technology 
overseas. 

Fuelled by their dedication and pioneer-
ing spirit, lin and other chinese researchers 
have since introduced the technology to 106 
countries and regions across the globe.

with a mission to end poverty around 
the world, chinese scientists have applied 
Juncao technology to some challenging en-
vironments. In Papua new Guinea’s east-
ern Highlands, they witnessed tribes still 
practicing slash-and-burn agriculture. In 
rwanda, families without access to cattle or 
tractors labored in muddy fields using only 
hoes. In the central african republic, they 
observed the devastating impact of post-con-
flict famine.

Xiplomacy: How Chinese hybrid grass technology 
is changing the world for the better

Villagers wait to be served with freshly fried mushrooms in Gba village of Bangui, the Central African 
Republic, Feb. 5, 2024. (Xinhua/Han Xu)

 BeIJING

cHIna treats africa, a forgotten con-
tinent for the west, as a reliable friend 
and sincere partner, Victor Gao, vice 
president of the center for china and 
Globalization, a Beijing-based non-gov-
ernmental think tank, has said.

“once the european colonists were 
driven out of africa, they forgot about 
africa for many decades,” Gao said dur-
ing a recent interview with Xinhua.

“china and african countries look at 
each other as equals. we are brothers 
and sisters,” he added.

“china has always been supporting 
the decolonization program and the 
independence movements of different 
african countries,” Gao said, stressing 
that china even fought with the african 
brothers and sisters together to help 
them to achieve independence from co-
lonial rule.

a case in point is the china-aided 
Tanzania-Zambia railway (TaZara), a 
huge connectivity project by the stan-
dard of the 1970s at a time when china 
itself was not very well-developed and 
didn’t have a lot of financial resources.

“But china did it as an amazing thing. 
and the TaZara, which has been called 
a ‘road of freedom’ and ‘road of friend-
ship’, really boosted china-african con-
fidence,” Gao said.

Having transported millions of tons 
of goods and innumerable passengers 
since it was put into operation, the Tan-
zania-Zambia railway has greatly con-
tributed to africa’s prosperity.

The success of the railway and other 
projects highlighted the importance of 
connectivity in china-africa coopera-
tion.

“Because without connectivity in 

terms of highways and roads of all 
kinds, you really cannot generate great-
er productivity and efficiency in your 
economic endeavor. since then, china 
has been focusing on the Belt and road 
Initiative (BrI).”

china and african countries have also 
put much emphasis on manufacturing. 
“Because without manufacturing, you 
really cannot command a higher premi-
um for the goods, the commodities and 
the raw materials you come up with,” 
Gao said.

“It is eventually through manufactur-
ing, high level of industrialization, and 
now aided by high-tech of all kinds that 
you can really expect to uplift the peo-
ple out of poverty in africa.”

Gao said agricultural cooperation be-
tween china and africa is also of great 
significance. “Because from the chinese 
perspective, if the african countries can 
really get their acts together and coop-
erate with major countries like china 
and several others, africa can achieve 
self-sufficiency in food production.”

as the 2024 Forum on china-africa 
cooperation (Focac) approaches, Gao 
voiced confidence that all these, from 
connectivity, manufacturing to agri-
cultural cooperation, will be discussed 
within the china-africa cooperation 
framework and there are high expecta-
tions among african countries for fu-
ture cooperation with china.

“Between china and africa, we re-
spect each other, and we respect our 
differences. we see these differences 
as what make us so strong together and 
why we cooperate with each other. so 
I think all these set china apart from 
many other countries,” Gao said.

Xinhua

Africa, forgotten continent for West and 
reliable friend for China, says expert

Throughout these years, lin has faced 
gunpoint robberies, malaria, altitude sick-
ness and long periods in remote outposts 
without electricity or water. witnessing 
extreme poverty in developing countries 
further strengthened lin’s commitment to 
Juncao.

“we go to the poorest places with a genu-
ine intent to help the people,” lin stated. 

A PLANT OF PROSPERITY
agnes ayinkamiye is the first coordina-

tor of the Juncao project in rwanda.
“one of the things that made me espe-

cially happy was how we helped people. 
The project was well-received, and we 
trained many people, particularly women’s 
cooperatives and youth groups,” she said. 
“I enjoyed my work immensely and was 
thrilled to collaborate with experts.”

“People can earn money through Juncao 
technology, and it’s become quite popu-
lar,” ayinkamiye added.

lin noted that around 4,000 rwandan 
households have benefited from the tech-
nology, with some experiencing their in-
comes double or even triple over the years.

“Juncao technology is affordable ... This 
technology is applied in such a way that 
makes it affordable for people at a very 
local level, which I believe is the key ben-
efit,” said earle courtenay rattray, chef de 
cabinet to the united nations secretary-
General.

seruwaia Kabukabu, an entrepreneur in 
serea Village of Fiji’s naitasiri Province, is 
one of the women trained at the Juncao 
demonstration center in nadi, Fiji’s third-
largest city.

“after the training, every one of us re-
ceived mushroom substrate bags for free 
from the center. under the guidance of 
technical experts, we began to harvest and 
sell mushrooms within 7-10 days, earning 
money for our family,” Kabukabu said.

The income from the Juncao project al-
lowed her to improve her family’s living 
standards by purchasing essential appli-
ances, building a concrete toilet and bath-
room, and even contributing to a clean wa-
ter project in her community.

“Fiji faces numerous problems ranging 
from geographical isolation, susceptibility 
to natural disasters due to climate change 
that hinders agricultural, and sustainable 
development and food security,” Kabuka-
bu said.

over the past decade, over 2,400 people 
in Fiji have received training on Juncao 
technology, with the Juncao cultivation 
area in Fiji exceeding 2,000 hectares.

“simple to learn and effective to imple-
ment,” said lin, emphasizing that Juncao 
technology should lower its technical ap-
plication threshold abroad “so that even 
the poorest farmers can get involved.”

To date, nearly 350 international work-
shops have trained over 14,000 people 
in Juncao technology, with introductory 
papers now available in 18 languages for 
global use. 

NEVER-ENDING EXPERIMENT
apart from cultivating mushrooms, Jun-

cao technology has continued to innovate, 
expanding its production to include feed 
and fertilizer.

since using Juncao as fodder, Tahiya Mas-
sawe, a farmer in Bumbwi sudi, Tanzania, 
has observed improved milk density and 
nutrition and increased milk production.

“It has also saved money for me,” she 
told Xinhua, “because the budget I previ-
ously spent on other feed is now saved by 
using this grass.”

Farmers multiply Juncao and use it 
on their farms. Many testimonials show 
that farmers have accepted the technol-
ogy simply because the feeds are rich, said 
Makame Kitwana, director of Planning, 
Policy and research at Tanzania’s agricul-
ture ministry.

“In a number of ways, scientifically, it has 
(been proven) that the protein content, as 
well as carbon content, is high, making cat-
tle more satisfied when consuming Juncao 
grass compared to other grasses,” he said. 

Juncao can also help with ecological 
management.

soil erosion has been a serious problem 
in countries such as rwanda. rwandan of-
ficials used to worry that if the soil prob-
lem could not be resolved, rwanda would 
have no land to cultivate. lin always kept 
their concerns in mind.

He still remembers the experimental 
data in rwanda during his visit over a de-
cade ago. 

on one day the rainfall for two and a 
half hours reached 51.4 millimeters. all 
the rain was captured by the giant ( Jun-
cao) grass, and it was very effective in wa-
ter conservation and soil retention.

In February in Fiji, lin also worked on 
applying Juncao technology to saline soil 
management, aiming to seek additional 
solutions to combat climate change for de-
veloping countries, including Pacific island 
nations.

“The experimental results were very 
promising,” lin said. “Juncao is the grass of 
happiness, a gift from china to all.”  



By DOUG FERGUSON

The  PGA Tour postsea-
son could use a change in scen-
ery.

One solution that has no lo-
gistical possibility would be 
a new perk for the No. 1 seed. 
Along with starting the  FedEx 
Cup finale  with a two-shot 
lead, the top player would get to 
choose where to play the Tour 
Championship. The only caveat 
is it couldn’t be the player’s 
home course.

“It used to be East Lake,” Xan-
der Schauffele said when asked 
for his choice.

He probably was more honest 
than sarcastic. Schauffele has 
failed to break par only three 
times in 28 rounds at East Lake. 
And those three rounds were 

all at even-par 70. But now East 
Lake has been changed dra-
matically, and Schauffele has 
reason to be leery.

Rory McIlroy picked Quail 
Hollow, where he has won four 
times. Scottie Scheffler leaned 
toward either the TPC Scott-
sdale or Bay Hill, “something 
with hard greens.” He has won 
at both venues. Hideki Mat-
suyama had to be reminded 
Augusta National is closed un-
til October. He nodded, smiled 
and settled on Riviera, where 
he shot 62 on the last day to win 
this year.

Something needs to change, 
and it’s not just the steamy 
weather.

The PGA Tour prefers conti-
nuity to build familiarity. The 
format for the postseason has 

changed four times since 2007. 
The most obvious change was 
going to “starting strokes,” 
which is why Scheffler starts at 
10-under par with a two-shot 
lead. But the biggest tweak was 
reducing the field — 70 players 
instead of 125 players at the 
start, down to 50 for the second 
event and 30 for the finale.

That’s not the problem.
What makes the BMW Cham-

pionship stand out is moving 
it around. The second of three 
playoff events goes from Castle 
Pines outside Denver this year 
to Caves Valley outside Balti-
more next year. Bellerive in 
St. Louis and Liberty National 
across the Hudson River from 
Manhattan are next in line.

The other two don’t move.
Yes, the heat can be unbear-

able in Memphis, Tennessee, in 
August. But it’s not necessarily 
any cooler in New Jersey or Mis-
souri or most other places. The 
crowd is flat at the TPC South-
wind, at least on the weekdays. 
The start of the playoffs doesn’t 
have a lot of buzz.

Of course, there’s that small 
matter of the building to the 
right of the fifth fairway at the 
TPC Southwind — FedEx head-
quarters, the company paying 
quite a freight.

The TPC Southwind used to 
stage a regular PGA Tour event 
held before the U.S. Open (it’s 
hot in June, too, by the way). 
And then when the tour lost 
a title sponsor for Firestone, 
Memphis took over as a World 
Golf Championship. And now 
it’s a playoff opener.
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PGA Tour postseason could use a 
little variety in its venues: Analysis

Stars face goalkeeping dilemma 
ahead of AFCON 2025 qualifiers

 By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

A
S the Tanzania 
national football 
team, Taifa Stars, 
gears up for the 

upcoming AFCON 2025 quali-
fiers, all eyes are on interim 
head coach Hemed ‘Morocco’ 
Suleiman. He recently un-
veiled his squad, which will 
take on Ethiopia and Guinea in 
their first two matches sched-
uled for September 4 and 10, 
respectively.

The selection - a mix of sea-
soned veterans and promis-
ing young talents - reflects 
Morocco’s vision of building 
a dynamic and competitive 
team. However, the spotlight 
is squarely on the goalkeeping 
position, which has become a 
contentious issue due to the 
lack of experienced local play-
ers.

The squad’s goalkeeping 
lineup includes Ally Salim of 
Simba, Aboutwalib Mshery 
from Young Africans, and Yona 
Amos from Pamba Jiji. This 
selection has sparked debate, 
with many questioning the 
depth and readiness of Tanza-
nia’s goalkeeping talent pool. 
The problem lies not just in 
the selection itself but in the 
broader context of Tanzanian 
football, where local goalkeep-
ers are often overshadowed 
by their foreign counterparts, 
especially in the country’s top 
clubs.

Simba, Young Africans, and 
Azam have long dominated 
Tanzanian football. Since 
Azam’s entry into the Premier 
League in 2008, these three 
teams have shared all 16 league 
championship titles. Azam 
managed to break the duopoly 
in the 2013-2014 season, but 
the remaining titles have been 
won by Simba and Young Afri-
cans - nine for Young Africans 
and six for Simba. 

This dominance extends be-
yond titles to the very compo-
sition of their squads, where 
foreign goalkeepers like Djigui 
Diarra (Young Africans), Mus-
tafa Mohamed (Azam), and 
Ayoub Lakred (Simba) consis-
tently hold the starting posi-
tions.

The reliance on foreign 
goalkeepers by top clubs has 
significantly affected the de-
velopment of local talent. For 
instance, in the recently con-
cluded 2023-2024 Premier 
League season, the top four 
teams - Young Africans, Azam, 
Simba and Coastal Union – all 
rely heavily on foreign goal-
keepers, leaving little room for 
local players to showcase their 
skills.

In the Taifa Stars’ last match, 
a 1-0 victory over Zambia in 

the World Cup 2026 qualifiers, 
coach Morocco and his assis-
tant, Juma Mgunda, chose to 
start Salim, the third-choice 
goalkeeper at Simba, with 
Aboutwalib Mshery on the 
bench. 

Salim, who was third in line 
after Simba’s native star Aishi 
Manula and Moroccan Lakred 
(before the arrival of Guinean 
shot-stopper Moussa Camara), 
managed to hold his own, but 
his lack of regular playtime at 
the club level is concerning. 

Similarly, Mshery, who sits 
behind Diarra at Young Afri-
cans, has seen limited action 
- only six matches in the en-
tire last season, accumulating 
438 minutes with three clean 
sheets.

The statistics tell a troubling 
story. Despite playing for the 
top clubs, both Salim and Msh-
ery have seen minimal action, 
with each playing less than a 
quarter of the league matches. 
This limited exposure raises 
questions about their readi-
ness to shoulder the immense 
responsibility of guarding the 
national team’s goalpost. 

Azam’s goalkeeper situation 
further highlights this issue. 
While Sudanese Mohamed 
performed admirably through-
out the season, the club also 
had two other international 
goalkeepers on their roster - 
Ali Ahamada from Comoros, 
who is injured, and Ghana-
ian Abdulai Iddrisu. The na-
tive goalkeeper, Zuberi Foba, 
has only been given sporadic 
opportunities, further under-
scoring the challenge local 
players face.

Historically, Taifa Stars 
coaches have leaned towards 
selecting goalkeepers from 
Simba and Young Africans, a 
trend that persists despite the 
declining playtime of local 
goalkeepers at these clubs. 

The introduction of Kwesi 
Kawawa, a Tanzanian goal-
keeper playing for Syrianska 
FC in Sweden, to the national 
team highlighted this issue. 
Kawawa started in the 2026 
World Cup qualifier against 
Morocco, a match Tanzania 
lost 2-0, showing that even for-
eign-based Tanzanians strug-
gle to make an impact when lo-
cal options are underutilized.

This decline in opportunities 
for local goalkeepers marks a 
significant shift from earlier 
eras. Goalkeepers like Juma 
Kaseja and Shaban Kado once 
dominated the scene, thanks 
to consistent playtime at clubs 
like Simba and Young Africans. 

Kaseja, who played for Sim-
ba from 2003 to 2014 and later 
Young Africans in the 2014-
2015 season, was the bedrock 
of his teams’ defenses, ensur-
ing that foreign goalkeepers 
were rarely considered. 

Even when Simba signed 
foreign goalkeepers like Gha-
naian Daniel Agyei and Ivo-
rian Vincent Angban in the 
2016-2017 season, the arrival 
of Manula from Azam in 2017 
seemed to signal a return to 
local dominance. However, the 
current landscape shows that 
this trend has not continued.

For a long time, Manula has 
been the undisputed first-
choice goalkeeper for Taifa 
Stars. His presence was crucial 
during Tanzania’s 2019 AFCON 
campaign, where he was sup-
ported by Metacha Mnata and 
Aaron Kalambo. 

In the 2023 AFCON, he was 
joined by Kwesi Kawawa and 
Beno Kakolanya. However, 
Manula’s recent injuries have 
forced the team to experiment 
with various goalkeepers, each 
struggling to fill the void left by 
the veteran.

The recurring question re-
mains: What must be done to 

address this issue and ensure 
that Taifa Stars have a reliable 
goalkeeper who is not merely 
a second-choice at their club? 
The problem is not the lack of 
talent but the lack of opportu-
nities for local goalkeepers to 
prove themselves. When given 
a chance, as was the case with 
Salim against Zambia, local 
players have shown they can 
perform at a high level. But 
without regular playtime, their 
development stagnates.

One potential solution is to 
limit the number of foreign 
goalkeepers in the domestic 
league, similar to what the 
Egyptian Football Association 
(EFA) has done. The EFA has 
extended its ban on signing 
foreign goalkeepers across 
all domestic leagues, a move 
initially implemented in the 
2009-10 season. 

This decision came after for-
mer Egypt coach Hassan She-
hata criticized the lack of qual-
ity goalkeepers in the country. 
The result has been the emer-
gence of top talents like Al 
Ahly’s Mohamed El Shenawy, 
who now stands as Egypt’s 
first-choice goalkeeper.

For Tanzania to follow in 
these footsteps, more empha-
sis needs to be placed on nur-
turing local goalkeeping talent. 
This could involve establishing 
specialized goalkeeping acade-
mies to develop young players 
and give them the exposure 
they need at the club level. 

Additionally, local goalkeep-
ers must seize every opportu-
nity to compete for the start-
ing spot in their clubs, pushing 
themselves to improve and 
secure a place in the national 
team.

The big clubs in Tanzania 
have the resources and infra-
structure to develop top-tier 
goalkeepers. By prioritizing 
the growth of local talent, 
these clubs can build strong 
defensive units that benefit 
both the teams and the nation-
al squad. 

It is time for Tanzanian foot-
ball to rethink its approach to 
developing goalkeepers, en-
suring that the next generation 
can carry the Taifa Stars to 
greater heights in internation-
al competitions.

In conclusion, the Taifa 
Stars’ goalkeeping dilemma is 
a microcosm of a broader issue 
in Tanzanian football - a need 
to balance the influx of foreign 
talent with the development of 
homegrown players. 

Only by addressing this chal-
lenge head-on can Tanzania 
hope to produce goalkeepers 
capable of leading the national 
team to success on the conti-
nental stage.

 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA’s new signing, Lionel Ateba, 
is set to make his debut for the club 
in a friendly match against Al Hilal at 
the KMC Stadium on Saturday. This 
match serves as preparation for their 
upcoming CAF Confederations Cup 
campaign. 

Al Hilal, a Sudanese club currently 
competing in the Mauritanian Premier 
League due to political unrest at home, 
participated in the CECAFA Dar Port 
Kagame Cup tournament last month, 
where they were eliminated in the 
semifinals.

Ateba (pictured) missed Simba’s 
opening two league matches as he 
awaited his work permit and registra-
tion, despite training with the squad. 

The Cameroonian striker, who brings 
a wealth of experience to the club, has 
played for top teams in his home coun-
try and represented Cameroon at the 
2023 Africa Cup of Nations. Although 
he didn’t see playing time during the 
tournament, his potential caught the 
attention of several clubs, including Al 
Ahly, Young Africans, and USM Alger.

Primarily a center forward, Ateba 
has also been deployed on the left 
wing or as a second striker, especially 
during his tenure at USM Alger. This 
versatility allowed him to significantly 
contribute to the team’s attacking play, 
often with his assist tally surpassing 
his goal count. 

Since joining USMA in January, At-
eba made a notable impact by scoring 
three goals and providing five assists in 
various competitions, including the Al-
gerian Ligue 1, CAF Confederation Cup, 
and Coupe d’Algérie.

Ahmed Ally, the Media and Informa-
tion Manager for Simba, confirmed At-
eba’s debut in the international friend-
ly against Al Hilal.

 “The team is hard at work preparing 
for the match. Our goal is to gain some 
continental experience before facing 
Al Ahly Tripoli. Our coach’s familiarity 
with Libyan football gives us a signifi-
cant advantage. Al Hilal is already in 
town for the match on Saturday,” Ally 
said.

“Lionel Ateba will make his debut 
for the club this weekend. He has been 
training with the squad to get ready for 
the season. Tickets for the match are 
priced at Tsh. 10,000 for regular seats 

and Tsh. 20,000 for VIP. We decided 
on these prices due to the high quality 
of our team and the exciting match we 
anticipate,” added Ally.

Simba are ramping up preparations 
for the continental friendly, with the 
entire squad involved except for Josh-
ua Mutale and Ayoub Lakred, who are 
sidelined due to injuries. 

The Tanzanian club is set to face Al 
Ahly Tripoli in the final round of the 
CAF Confederations Cup qualifiers. 
This will be Al Ahly Tripoli’s second 
visit to Tanzania, having previously 
faced Biashara United at the Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium. 

However, Biashara United’s failure to 
travel for the return leg in Benghazi, 
Libya, led to their disqualification by 
CAF, allowing Al Ahly Tripoli to ad-
vance to the next round.

Simba earned a bye to the final 
group stage qualifications spot due to 
their strong coefficient, while Al Ahly 
Tripoli advanced by defeating Zanzi-
bar’s Uhamiaji 5-1 on aggregate. 

The first leg of the tie will be played 
at the 11 June Stadium in Benghazi, 
Libya, on September 13, followed by 
the return leg at the Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam on Septem-
ber 20.

Coach Fadlu Davids’ team missed 
out on the CAF Champions League this 
season after finishing third in the pre-
vious campaign. This marks Simba’s 
return to the CAF Confederation Cup 
following their quarter-final exit in the 
2021/2022 season against Orlando Pi-
rates. 

Given their frequent participation in 
the CAF Champions League, many see 
Simba’s presence in the Confederation 
Cup as an opportunity to make a deep 
run and potentially reach the semifi-
nals or beyond.

The CAF Confederation Cup this 
season features a competitive field, 
with several teams that have tradi-
tionally competed in the CAF Cham-
pions League, including Zamalek, RS 
Berkane, ASEC Mimosas, AS Vita, and 
USMA, reaching the final group stage 
qualifiers. 

The winner of the two-legged tie be-
tween Al Ahly Tripoli and Simba will 
secure a place in the group stage of 
the CAF Confederation Cup, joining 15 
other teams from across Africa in the 
competition.

Simba’s new striker Lionel Ateba set 
to debut against Al Hilal in friendly 

Taifa Stars interim head coach Hemed ‘Morocco’ Suleiman. (Agencies)



 GENEVA

THE new Champions 
League format this sea-
son will see more teams 
playing more games for 
more prize money.

On Thursday, UEFA 
makes the draw in Mo-
naco for the match 
schedule of the new 
single-standings league 
phase that replaces the 
traditional group stage.

The first new Champi-
ons League format since 
2003 promises more of 
almost everything that 
Europe’s wealthiest and 
most influential clubs 
wanted from UEFA.

There are four more 
places in a 36-team 
lineup; at least eight 
games each instead of 
six; Champions League 
games scheduled in Jan-
uary for the first time; 
a prize money rise of 
at least 25% to a  mini-
mum 2.5 billion euros 
($2.8 billion). There also 
was more evidence, at 
UEFA’s European Cham-
pionship this summer, 
that  constant expan-
sion  of international 
competitions is  leaving 
players tired and un-
able to perform at their 
best year-round.

The new league phase 
in European club soc-
cer’s marquee event will 
have 144 total games 
compared to 96 in the 
group stage last season.

The “key aims,” UEFA 
said, is to “improve com-
petitive balance and 
sporting interest and in 
the process increase the 
number of meaningful 
matches — matches with 

something at stake for 
both sides — throughout 
the competition.”

In the eighth and fi-
nal round, all 36 teams 
play on the same Jan. 29 
evening to finalize the 
standings which will de-
cide which eight teams 
advance directly to the 
round of 16 — and with 
what seedings in a ten-
nis-like knockout brack-
et — as well as which 16 
go into a new knockout 
playoff round in Febru-
ary, and which 12 are 
eliminated.

“We simulated that 
qualification should be 
possible with an aver-
age of 7.6 points, which 
means two victories and 
two draws,” said UEFA’s 
head of competitions 
strategy, Stéphane An-
selmo.

Why change such a 
successful competition?

Money, mostly, though 
that’s not the only rea-
son.

The Champions 
League in Europe has for 
the past 32 years show-
cased the highest quality 
play in world soccer. It 
let UEFA steer billions of 
euros (dollars) of prize 

money to clubs who pay 
the highest transfer fees 
and salaries.

Still, influential of-
ficials at the European 
Club Association (ECA) 
got bored of the group 
stage, saying it was too 
repetitive and lacked 
drama. They wanted 
more games against 
stronger opponents that 
would be more valued 
by broadcasters, viewers 
and new fans worldwide. 
Their leverage over 
UEFA was potentially 
launching their own 
breakaway competition.

The road to agree-
ing the format was 
rocky. A controversial 
first proposal in 2019, 
favoring storied clubs, 
was  stopped by a back-
lash  from mid-ranked 
clubs and domestic 
leagues.

There was intense 
turmoil sparked by 
the failed Super League 
launch  in April 2021 by 
most of  the same club 
officials who negotiated 
Champions League re-
form with UEFA.

Final format approval 
came in May 2022  — 
when Real Madrid, Bar-

celona and Juventus 
were exiled from the 
talks and still  pursued 
UEFA in court  — and it 
was broadly what the 
rebel Super League 
clubs had negotiated.

What is the new for-
mat?

Out goes the group-
stage format played 
for 21 seasons where 
32 teams were put into 
eight groups of four 
teams from a seeded 
draw. The top two in 
each group advanced to 
the round of 16. Groups 
gave each team six 
games from September 
into December, playing 
each rival once at home 
and once away.

In comes a single-
standings league — 36 
teams each playing eight 
games against eight 
different opponents 
through January.

The top eight in the 
standings go direct to 
the round of 16 in March. 
Teams ranked ninth to 
24th go into the knock-
out playoffs in February. 
The bottom 12 teams are 
eliminated.

In the playoffs, teams 
ranked Nos. 9-16 are 
seeded in the draw to 
play second legs at home 
against unseeded teams 
Nos. 17-24.

Who gets the four ex-
tra places?

Two for countries 
whose teams collective-
ly had the best record 
in UEFA club competi-
tions in the previous 
season. That was  Ita-
ly and Germany so the 
fifth-placed teams in Se-
rie A and the Bundesliga 

qualified: Bologna and 
Borussia Dortmund.

The fifth-ranked na-
tional league (based 
on five years of results 
in UEFA club competi-
tions) gets a third direct 
entry.  That is currently 
France  and Brest was 
third in Ligue 1.

An extra place goes to 
the qualifying rounds 
path for national cham-
pions from lower-ranked 
countries. They now 
play for five total qualify-
ing places instead of four 
last season.

How will the draw be 
done?

The 36 teams come 
out of four seeding 
pots graded by each 
team’s  “UEFA club coef-
ficient”  – its ranking by 
results in five years of 
European competitions. 
The top-seeded pot 
contains recent Cham-
pions League winners 
and beaten finalists, plus 
Leipzig and Barcelona.

When a team’s ball is 
drawn, its slate of eight 
opponents — two from 
each seeding pot, one 
to play at home and one 
away — will be allocated 
by a software program 
and displayed within 
seconds.

Match dates will be 
confirmed Saturday, to 
avoid city clashes with 
Europa League and Con-
ference League games 
being drawn Friday in 
Monaco. Those lower-ti-
er competitions also are 
a 36-team single-stand-
ings league. Conference 
League teams play just 
six games.

Billion-dollar prize 

money fund
Winning the Champi-

ons League title in 2023 
earned Manchester City 
135 million euros ($151 
million) from UEFA. 
This season’s winner can 
reach 150 million euros 
($168 million), with to-
tal competition revenue 
boosted by selling 189 to-
tal games instead of 125.

Commercial strategy 
is managed by a UEFA-
ECA joint venture, and 
new sponsors for the 
Champions League in-
clude a cryptocurrency 
trading platform and a 
betting site.

Each of the 36 teams 
gets a basic 18.6 million 
euros ($20.8 million), 
then 2.1 million euros 
($2.35 million) for each 
game won and 700,000 
euros ($782,000) per 
draw.

Each place in the 
standings is worth 
more money with 
shares of 275,000 euros 
($307,000) per place: 
36 shares, or 9.9 million 
euros ($11 million), goes 
to the team finishing top 
in January and a single 
share to the last-place 
team.

Bonuses escalate from 
11 million euros ($12.3 
million) per team for ad-
vancing to each knock-
out round.

Another prize fund of 
853 million euros ($953 
million) is allocated 
based on teams’ histori-
cal record in UEFA com-
petitions and the value 
of national and global 
broadcast deals.

AP
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SAO PAULO

URUGUAYAN soccer player Juan Izquierdo died 
Tuesday at a hospital in Brazil five days after col-
lapsing during a game at Sao Paulo. He was 27.

Hospital Albert Einstein in Sao Paulo said in a 
statement that the Nacional defender died at 9:38 
p.m. local time following “cardiorespiratory arrest 
associated with his cardiac arrhythmia.”

Izquierdo was taken to the hospital after he col-
lapsed late in a Copa Libertadores soccer match at 
Sao Paulo’s Morumbi Stadium last Thursday.

The Uruguayan club posted  a statement  on so-
cial media saying Izquierdo’s death is felt “in deep 
pain and impact in our hearts” and “all Nacional is 
in grief for his irreplaceable loss.”

South American soccer’s governing body also 
posted  a tribute. CONMEBOL president Alejandro 
Domínguez said he’s “deeply sorry about the early 
departure of Juan Izquierdo.

“South American soccer is in mourning,” he said. 
Other federations, including Uruguay, Brazil and 
Argentina, also expressed their condolences.

In a statement Monday, doctors at the hospital 
said Izquierdo was put into neurological critical 
care because of increased intracranial pressure. He 
had been on a ventilator since Sunday.

Uruguayan media said Izquierdo’s parents and 
Nacional executives were at the hospital in Sao 
Paulo. Izquierdo was married and had two children 
— the youngest, a boy, was born earlier in August.

Uruguayan national team players were among 
those expressing their condolences.

“Pain, sadness, it is hard to explain,” Inter Miami 
striker Luis Suárez said. “May he rest in peace. I 
wish a lot of strength for his family and friends.”

Uruguay’s first- and second-division soccer 
leagues were postponed last weekend due to con-
cerns over Izquierdo’s health. Sao Paulo players 
wore a shirt in support of the Uruguayan footballer 
before the team’s 2-1 Brazilian league win against 
Vitoria on Sunday.

The Brazilian club also posted a message after Iz-
quierdo’s death.

“We had days of prayers, union and hope, and 
today we are in deep sadness with the news of the 
death of Juan Izquierdo,” Sao Paulo’s club statement 
said. “Our condolences to family, friends, team-
mates, Nacional fans and all the Uruguayan people 
in this moment of grief.”

Izquierdo’s professional career began in 2018 at 
local club Cerro. He joined Peñarol the following 
year, but didn’t get much playing time.

“Peñarol is deeply sorry about the passing of Juan 
Manuel Izquierdo. We express our heartfelt condo-
lences and we embrace his family, his friends and 
Nacional in this moment of so much pain,” Peñarol 
said in its social media channels.
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Uruguayan soccer player 
Juan Izquierdo has died, 
days after collapsing 
during a game in Brazil

New Champions League format promises more of 
almost everything storied clubs wanted from UEFA 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

By  ANNE M. PETERSON

WHEN Cheyna Mat-
thews got pregnant with 
her first child back in 
2018, she had a lot of 
questions.

In addition to concerns 
about her legal rights 
as a professional soccer 
player, how would she 
manage pregnancy and 
the birth? And, impor-
tantly, when could she 
safely play again?

“We play a lot of times 
because we love it. But 
now it’s also providing 
the financial security. So 
when you’re thinking of 
having children it’s like, 
`OK, I also have to figure 
out how I can get back to 
work.’ And when you’re 
working with your body, 
it’s one of the most im-
portant things,” Mat-
thews said.

In an effort to give 
players and teams alike a 
guide for best practices 
surrounding maternity, 
global players’ union 
FIFPRO released a guide 
on Tuesday that covers 
how to manage preg-
nancy, what to expect 
in childbirth and how to 
prepare for a return to 
soccer.

Matthews, who retired 
from pro soccer in 2023, 
along with United States 
left back Crystal Dunn, 
Germany goalkeeper Al-
muth Schult and Iceland 
midfielder Sara Bjork 
Gunnarsdottir, helped 
devise FIFPRO’s “Post-
partum Return to Play 
Guide.”

The protocol builds on 
FIFA’s groundbreaking 

regulations concerning 
maternity and paren-
tal rights that were first 
enacted in 2021 and ex-
panded earlier this year.

Dr. Alex Culvin, FIF-
PRO director of policy 
and strategic relations 
for women’s soccer, said 
FIFA’s new regulations 
and the protections 
that were put in place 
increased the likeli-
hood that more players 
would feel comfortable 
starting families during 
their playing careers, 
but there was very little 
guidance about what 
pregnancy, childbirth 
and recovery looked 
like. “There is this per-
ceived incompatibility, 
not just in football, in 
sport more generally, 
that you can’t have a 
child and be an athlete. 
And actually there are 
players out there who 
have disproven this on a 

Global football players’ union builds on FIFA 
regulations with a guide for expectant mothers

FILE Jamaica’s Cheyna Matthews in action against Brazil’s Adriana during the Women’s World 
Cup Group F soccer match between Jamaica and Brazil in Melbourne, Australia, Aug. 2, 2023. 
(AP Photo)

daily basis,” Culvin said. 
“So we wanted to kind of 
bring all of this together, 
and elevate and listen 
to the player voice, cen-
tralize their experiences 
alongside experts on the 
scientific literature, and 

create something that 
hadn’t been produced 
before, with the FIFPRO 
stamp on it.”

The medical profes-
sionals who contributed 
to the guide were Dr. 
Pippa Bennett of the U.K. 

Cristiano Ronaldo 
reveals where he is 
‘most likely’ to retire

90min Articles

CRISTIANO Ronaldo has hinted that he could 
hang up his boots and retire by 2027, but insists he 
has no current plans to play anywhere else but cur-
rent club Al Nassr in that time.

Ronaldo joined Al Nassr midway through the 
2022/23 Saudi Pro League season following an ac-
rimonious split with Manchester United just prior 
to the FIFA World Cup in Qatar.

It was a  transfer  that served as a catalyst for 
the  Saudi Arabia  boom in the 20 months since, 
with Ronaldo benefitting from the less intense 
competition and seeing his goal numbers shoot 
back up – his 50 goals in 51 games in 2023/24 was 
his best single season tally in eight years.

At Euro 2024 this past summer, Ronaldo had al-
ready confirmed  he expected it to be his last Eu-
ropean Championship with  Portugal. The 2026 
World Cup hasn’t been ruled out, but the 39-year-
old has teased that he may not play much longer 
beyond that.

“I don’t know if I’ll finish soon or in two or three 
years. But, possibly, it will be at Al Nassr. It’s the 
team where I’m happy, where I’m good, where I feel 
good, both in the country and in the league. That’s 
why, most likely I can finish my career at Al Nassr,” 
Ronaldo told Portuguese broadcaster Now.

“I’m very happy to play in the [Saudi Pro League] 
and I want to continue.”

Ronaldo’s current contract with Al Nassr is due to 
expire next summer.

There is no indication as to when Ronaldo will 
walk away from international football, having 
amassed a world record number of caps (212) and 
goals (130) in men’s football, but clearly struggling 
at Euro 2024. Yet he insists there won’t be any kind 
of long countdown.

“I am immensely proud to represent our colours, 
it is a dream. When I leave the national team, I 
won’t tell anyone in advance and it will be a very 
spontaneous decision on my part, but also a very 
well thought-out one,” he explained.s.”

(AGENCIES)

Sports Institute, Dr. Rita 
Tomas, the team physi-
cian for the Portuguese 
women’s national team, 
professor Kirsty Elliott-
Sale with the Manches-
ter Metropolitan Univer-
sity’s Institute of Sport, 
and FIFPRO Chief Me-
dial Officer Dr. Vincent 
Gouttebarge.

Matthews, who played 
in the 2019 and 2023 
Women’s World Cup for 
Jamaica, has three sons 
with husband Jordan 
Matthews, a tight end for 
the NFL’s Carolina Pan-
thers.

She had her first child 
when she was with the 
Washington Spirit in 
the National Women’s 
Soccer League. She was 
among the league’s first 
players to have a child 
at what would be con-
sidered the peak of her 
playing career. Nine 
months after she gave 

birth, she played for 
Jamacia at the Women’s 
World Cup.

Matthews said she 
was lucky to have both 
a national team and club 
team that supported her 
before the FIFA regula-
tions and the NWSL’s col-
lective bargaining agree-
ment were adopted.

“We are seeing more 
pregnancies, and I’ve 
had a lot of players com-
ing to me asking ques-
tions, and I’ve been able 
to kind of help just from 
my experiences,” Mat-
thews said. 

“But to have this guide-
line just from the initial 
finding out that you’re 
pregnant — even that 
experience itself, you 
have so many thoughts, 
so many ideas. What do 
I do? But having a guide-
line for the players, it 
does ease the stress.”

AP



 

the club’s star players who 
have been crucial to their 
recent successes in domes-
tic competitions.

Notably absent due to in-
ternational call-ups are key 
players such as goalkeeper 
Ali Salim, attacking mid-
fielder Edwin Balua, and 
left-back Mohamed Hussein, 
who are all representing 
Tanzania. 

Additionally, goalkeeper 
Moussa Camara is away with 
the Guinea national team, 
forward Steven Mukwala is 
on duty for Uganda, and left-
back Valentine Nouma is 
representing Burkina Faso.

Despite the absence of 
these key players, Ally (pic-
tured) expressed confidence 

in the squad’s depth, not-
ing that the friendly match 
against Al Hilal will serve as 
an excellent opportunity for 
other players to step up.

Al Hilal’s visit to Tanza-
nia comes as they prepare 
for their own CAF Champi-
ons League campaign. The 
Sudanese side has already 
advanced to the second pre-
liminary stage, where they 
will face San Pedro of Ivory 
Coast. Their encounter with 
Simba will, therefore, serve 
as a crucial warm-up for 
their upcoming continental 
fixtures.

Simba, on the other hand, 
are participating in the 
CAF Confederation Cup, 
where they are set to face 

Al Ahly Tripoli of Libya in 
the first leg of the second 
preliminary round between 
September 13 and 15. This 
friendly against Al Hilal is 
seen as a vital test for Simba, 
providing head coach Fadlu 
Davids with an opportunity 
to assess his squad’s readi-
ness ahead of the crucial 
CAF Confederation Cup tie.

“This match will be an im-
portant test for Simba,” Ally 
noted. “It will help coach 
Fadlu see how well the team 
is prepared. After the pre-
season, Simba have played 
four competitive matches: 
two in the Community 
Shield and two in the Pre-
mier League. The results 
have been encouraging, but 
there is always room for im-
provement,” he said.

In those matches, Simba 
secured three wins, includ-
ing two dominant victories 
in their opening Premier 
League fixtures - a 3-0 win 
against Tabora United and a 
4-0 triumph over Fountain 
Gate FC. Their only defeat 
came in the Community 
Shield, where they lost to 
arch-rivals Young Africans. 

Across these matches, 
Simba have scored eight 
goals while conceding just 
one, underscoring their de-
fensive solidity and attack-

ing prowess.
The upcoming friendly 

against Al Hilal will be cru-
cial for Simba’s continued 
development as they seek 
to refine their strategies 
and tactics. With several key 
players absent due to inter-
national duty, the match will 
also provide an opportunity 
for fringe players to stake 
their claim for a place in the 
starting lineup.

Following the Al Hilal 
match, Davids will have two 
weeks to fine-tune his squad 
before their CAF Confedera-
tion Cup showdown with Al 
Ahly Tripoli. This period 
will be critical for the coach 
to make any necessary ad-
justments and ensure the 
team is in peak condition to 
overcome the Libyan side 
and advance to the group 
stages of the competition.

Simba’s ambitions in the 
CAF Confederation Cup are 
high, and the club is de-
termined to make a strong 
impact on the continental 
stage. 

The friendly against Al Hi-
lal, while not a competitive 
fixture, is an important part 
of their preparation, offer-
ing valuable insights into 
the team’s strengths and ar-
eas that may require further 
attention.

New Champions League 
format promises more of 
almost everything storied 
clubs wanted from UEFA
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Simba gear up for Al Hilal friendly amid CAF 
Confederation Cup preparations 
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Coastal Union now shift focus to NBC 
Premier League opener after CAF exit

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli.

A
FTER a brief two-
day break, Simba 
have resumed 
training to pre-

pare for an international 
friendly match against Su-
danese giants, Al Hilal. The 
game is set for Saturday at 
the KMC Complex Stadium 
and is an important fixture in 
Simba’s preparations for their 
CAF Confederation Cup cam-
paign.

Simba’s Information and 
Communication Manager, 
Ahmed Ally, confirmed that 
all players not currently on 
national duty have returned 
to camp to focus on the up-
coming match. This includes 

Judge says she 
suspects a cover-
up of the true 
source of bail 
funds for man 
charged in 
Tupac killing

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

LAS VEGAS

A JUDGE on Tuesday again rejected a re-
quest to free an ailing former Los Angeles-
area gang leader ahead of his murder trial in 
the 1996 killing of hip-hop star Tupac Shakur, 
saying she suspects a cover-up related to the 
source of the funds for his bond.

The decision from Clark District Court 
Judge Carli Kierny came after an attorney for 
Duane “Keffe D” Davis said he would provide 
additional records to prove that the music re-
cord executive offering to underwrite Davis’ 
$750,000 bail had obtained the money legal-
ly. But Kierny said she was skeptical after re-
ceiving two identical letters apparently from 
an entertainment company that Cash “Wack 
100” Jones says wired him the funds as pay-
ment for his work.

One letter was signed with a name that has 
no ties to the company, the judge said, while 
the second letter included a misspelled name 
and a return address tied to a doctor’s office.

“I have a sense that things are trying to be 
covered up,” Kierny said.

The hearing took a turn when Davis’ law-
yer, Carl Arnold, told the judge that the bail 
bond agent used by Davis had provided the 
entertainment company with copy-and-
paste instructions on the language for the 
letters and could therefore testify about their 
legitimacy.

In a scathing response, prosecutor Binu Pa-
lal said the bond dealer may have committed 
a felony crime by submitting “a false docu-
ment to this court.”

“The state takes that very seriously,” he 
said. “Be advised that it will not go uninves-
tigated.”

Both Palal and Arnold declined to com-
ment further.

Davis has sought to be released since short-
ly after his  September 2023 arrest, which 
made him the only person ever to be charged 
in one of hip-hop’s most enduring mysteries. 
He has  pleaded not guilty  to first-degree 
murder.

Also Tuesday, Kierny pushed back the start 
of Davis’ trial from Nov. 4 to March 17.

Kierny previously rejected Davis’ bid to 
have Jones put up $112,500 for his release 
to house arrest. Adding to her concerns, she 
said at the time, was the question of whether 
the pair planned to profit by selling Davis’ life 
story.

Nevada has a law, sometimes called a “slay-
er statute,” that prohibits convicted killers 
from profiting from their crimes.

Jones, who has managed artists including 
Johnathan “Blueface” Porter and Jayceon 
“The Game” Taylor, testified in June that he 
wanted to help Davis because he was fighting 
cancer and had “always been a monumental 
person in our community ... especially the ur-
ban community.”

Davis himself has said in interviews and in 
his 2019 tell-all memoir that he is the  only 
living suspect  in the fatal drive-by shooting 
of Shakur nearly 28 years ago at a traffic light 
near the Las Vegas Strip.

Authorities say that the gunfire stemmed 
from competition between East Coast mem-
bers of a Bloods gang sect and West Coast 
groups of a Crips sect, including Davis, 
for dominance in a genre known at the time 
as “gangsta rap.”

AP

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

COASTAL Union are ready to 
move past their early exit from the 
CAF Confederation Cup and focus 
on domestic success. 

The Tanga-based side’s CAF Con-
federation Cup campaign ended in 
the preliminary round with a 3-0 
aggregate loss to Bravos Do Maquis 
of Angola. Despite this setback, 
Coastal Union have been actively 
preparing for the domestic season, 
participating in the CECAFA Dar 
Port Kagame Cup tournament held 
in July.

Following their struggles in the 
Confederation Cup, Coastal Union 
parted ways with former head 
coach David Ouma after the first-leg 
defeat to Bravos Do Maquis. Ngawi-
na Ngawina, who took over as head 
coach, is well aware of KMC’s tactics 
and strengths and believes his team 
is prepared to face the challenge.

As both teams kick off their 
league campaigns this season, 
Coastal Union aim to make a strong 
statement and secure a positive 
result. Last season, KMC scored 
27 goals and conceded 39, while 
Coastal Union scored 22 goals and 
allowed 19.

Ahead of their Premier League 
opener against KMC today, Ngawi-
na has emphasized the importance 
of putting their continental disap-
pointment behind them.

He is approaching their away 
league match against KMC with a 
mix of respect and caution, recog-
nizing KMC’s strong performance 
last season, where they finished 
just behind Coastal Union. The 

Twiyende traditional dance group entertains during the Gender Festival organized by the Tanzania Gender Networking Programme (TGNP) in 
Kondoa, Dodoma Region yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

team is determined to maintain their 
competitive edge.

“We approach our match against 
KMC with respect for their abilities. 
They finished just behind us last sea-
son, demonstrating their skill,” Ngawi-
na said. “As our first away league game, 
we’re proceeding with caution. We’re 
familiar with their style of play and 
have prepared accordingly.”

Ngawina also noted that this season’s 
league is shaping up to be different 

from the last and that Coastal Union 
are determined to surpass their previ-
ous performance. 

“With some teams having played 
more matches, we’re closely monitor-
ing our progress,” he added.

After their exit from the continental 
competition, the team has been dili-
gently working to address their short-
comings, particularly those exposed in 
their match against Bravos Do Maquis. 
Ngawina expressed confidence in the 

team’s ability to show marked improve-
ment in their performance against 
KMC.

“Having concluded our CAF Con-
federation Cup campaign, we’re fully 
focused on the Premier League. We’re 
using this opportunity to analyze our 
past mistakes, particularly from the 
Bravos Do Maquis match. We antici-
pate seeing significant improvements 
in our performance tomorrow,” Ngawi-
na concluded.
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