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Relocation
of wildlife
taking oft
after Lake
Manyara
overflows

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame,

Arusha

CONSERVATION authorities
here are racing against time
to relocate wildlife from Mto
wa Mbu Game Controlled Area
near Lake Manyara to Taran-
gire National Park.

Catherine Mbena, communi-
cation officer for Tanzania
National Parks (TANAPA) said
yesterday that the move is
aimed at rescuing wild animals
stuck in the area as Lake Man-
yara expands, pushing wildlife
closer to habitations in the
vicinity.

TANAPA is working with the
Tanzania Wildlife Manage-
ment Authority (TAWA) and
the Ngorongoro Conservation
Area (NCAA) on the exercise,

Conservation
officials say that

in reality it was
animals were pushed
near residential
areas after the

lake widened,
swallowing nearby
grazing areas. Wild
animals meander in
Migungani, Losirwa
and Ngogoro areas
that harbour tourist
campsites.

also involving experts from
the Tanzania Wildlife Research
Institute (TAWIRI)

At least 370 wildebeests and
over 150 zebras were dis-
placed from their usual feeding
areas following heavy rains of
late 2019 to early 2020 that
filled Lake Manyara, causing it
to expand and stretch five

TURN TO Page2

Samia, Kenyatta agree
on gas pipeline, COVID

President Samia Suluhu Hassan with visiting Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta admiring a picture of the founding fathers,
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere and Mzee Jomo Kenyatta, shortly after Kenyatta arrived at the State House in Dar es Salaam yester-
day, on the second day of a two-day state visit.
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BADEA hands out 7trn/-
loans for next five years

By Guardian Correspondent, Cairo

THE Arab Bank for Economic Devel-
opment in Africa (BADEA) has pledged
to provide Tanzania with concessional
loans and grants reaching $3bn (7trn/-)
over the next five years for various de-
velopment projects.

BADEA managing director Dr Sidi
Ould Tah made the pledge yesterday in
the Egyptian capital, Cairo after holding
discussions with Dr Mwigulu Nchemba,
the minister for Finance and Planing..

The director said the discussion
touched various key issues in the bank’s
relationship with Tanzania, “and we’re
ready to provide the funds.” The funds

The conference has
engaged the private
sector. It is the engine
of economic growth
and has a significant
role in stimulating
economic growth,

will be disbursed across five years of im-
plementation of the Third National De-

velopment Plan for road infrastructure,
education, agriculture, strengthening
the private sector, plus human capital
capacity building, he stated.

He lauded the 60 years of Independ-
ence that Tanzania marked this week,
promising to work with President Samia
Suluhu Hassan in her plans to bring de-
velopment to the people.

For his part, the minister expressed
gratitude to BADEA for the confidence
shown in the move to provide a large
amount of money that will help bring
rapid development to the people
through strategic projects they have

TURN TO Page2

By Guardian Reporter

yan counterpart Uhuru Kenyatta yesterday

agreed to join efforts in the fight against COV-
ID-19 and early control measures, directing responsible
ministers to collaborate in coming up with strategies to
combat the disease.

President Samia said in an address at the State House
in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after bilateral talks
with President Kenyatta on various issues, culminating
in the signing of a raft of agreements.

She said that they have directed their ministers to
work on the matter as we are all hit by COVID-19. “The
presence of the disease in our countries has been af-
fecting our people as they are sometimes barred from
traveling abroad. At times, people are also barred from
visiting Tanzania,” she said.

President Kenyatta was in the country for a two-day
official visit which started on Thursday, joining Presi-
dent Samia and other invited leaders to events to mark
60 years of the country’s independence.

The agreements covered tourism, energy, security,
health and protection of the border, with President Sa-
mia remarking that Tanzania’s ecology is similar to Ken-
ya’s, hence the need to have common ways to resolve
existing challenges. Ministers should meet and discuss
how to improve the tourism sector for mutual benefit,
she directed.

On border security, the president said the matter was
left to responsible ministers to see what can best be
done. Energy ministers are also working on the Tanza-
nia-Kenya gas pipeline which will see Kenya accessing
natural gas for electricity generation and domestic use,
she explained.

The pipeline will be constructed from Dar es Salaam
to the port of Mombasa, where upon completion of
ministerial consultations “we will sign the documents
to allow its implementation,” she affirmed.

| am happy to hand a
certificate of ownership of
the birds. Let them stay in
Kenya's parks

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan and her Ken-

The raft of agreements stem from the bilateral talks in
August within the Joint Commission for Cooperation, a
bilateral organ created to resolve issues affecting vari-
ous areas of cooperation.

President Samia also gave 20 crane birds to President
Kenyatta as a Christmas gift to Kenyans, noting that
Kenya has only 12 crane birds while Tanzania has over
4,000.

“I am happy to hand a certificate of ownership of the
birds. Let them stay in Kenya’s parks,” she enthused, is-
suing a request to the visiting leader for female rhinos
to be taken to Ngorongoro Conservation Area and the
Serengeti National Park, noting that the two parks have
a good number of thinos, but all are male, a request that
President Kenyatta granted.

This is the second time in seven months that the two
leaders have had extended meetings, ending decades
of bilateral discords and moving to actively foster East
African integration.

Universal health coverage efforts timely - WHO

By Correspondent Theresia Victor

THE World Health Organization (WHO)
representative to Tanzania, Dr Tigest
Mengestu has commended ongoing ef-
forts to put in place universal health cov-
erage for all Tanzanians, saying it demon-
strates acute political will by the current

leadership.

Addressing journalists in Dar es Salaam
yesterday, the WHO official said that the
UN agency is pleased to note that the issue
of health insurance by universal health
coverage has over the past two months
gained prominence in the legislature and
various public health forums. This is a
move towards the right direction and is

timely, she stated.

growth.

Universal coverage is not only a political
choice, but also a smart economic choice,
she asserted, affirming that when a coun-
try invests in health a platform is laid
for gains in productivity and economic

als, families, communities and countries are
enormous,” she declared.

“We believe that health care is a human
right for all people, not a privilege for those
who can afford - and the government’s effort
to push that is something that is to be com

Only if people are healthy can they
learn, earn, work and create, “so the ben-
efits for businesses, economies, individu-

TURN TO Page2
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BADEA hands out 7trn/-
loans for next five years
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agreed to finance.

BADEA is a major development
partner for the country as so far
they have provided loans and grants
of up to $2.24bn for projects that in-
clude a major water project from
Mwanga to Same in Kilimanjaro Re-
gion, he said.

The $3bn in loans and grants from
BADEA over the next five years will
be used to improve energy, 14 irri-
gation projects, livestock improve-
ment and road construction, open-
ing up economic opportunities in
agriculture and other areas.

The funds will also be used to
develop the private sector where
banks will be given part of the
money to provide low-interest loans
in productive sectors, promoting
employment for youth and women

through entrepreneurial activities,
he said.

Jamal Kassim Ali, the Zanzibar
Minister of State in the President’s
Office (Finance and Planning), said
that Zanzibar would also benefit
from a portion of the soft loans and
grants. Around $450m would be
used to implement a number of
strategic projects, he stated.

These include the construction
of an airport in Pemba Island, fir
a runway and passenger building,
Binguni Referral Hospital construc-
tion, five VETA technical colleges
and fuel depots, he explained.

The loan would further boost the
Isles economy and boost employ-
ment, a major challenge for Zanzi-
bar authorities right now. BADEA's
decision to provide the loan will
contribute to the country’s develop-
ment, he added.

Vice President Dr Philip Mpango (L) talks with Zanzibar former President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein and his wife Mwanamwema Shein when they paid a
courtesy visit at the VP’s residence at Oyster bay in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Chinese envoy calls for efforts to help Africa tackle terrorism

UNITED NATIONS

A Chinese envoy has called for efforts to
help Africa tackle terrorism and climate
change.

In recent years, terrorism has presented
major threats to Africa, in particular, the Sa-
hel, said Zhang Jun, China’s permanent rep-
resentative to the United Nations.

Facing the challenges, the G5 Sahel
(Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and
Niger) have united to enhance capacity and
deepen counter-terrorism cooperation,
playing an important role in maintaining
regional security. China appreciates such ef-
forts, he told an open debate of the Security

Council on security in the context of terror-
ism and climate change.

“China endorses the continued joint
counter-terrorism operations by Niger and
countries in the region, supports sustaina-
ble and predictable funding to the G5 Sahel
Joint Military Force and calls on the interna-
tional community to provide more help in
logistics and capacity building,” he said.

In the long term, the military approach
alone is not sufficient to eliminate the secu-
rity threats in the Sahel. Efforts need to be

made to address the roots causes of con-
flict. The international community should
help African countries address the multiple
difficulties such as economic woes, food in-
security and tribal tensions, eliminate the
breeding ground of terrorism, continue to
support regional countries in enhancing
security capacity-building, provide protec-
tion to the grassroots population and en-
sure that civilian facilities such as schools
and hospitals are protected in conflicts, said
Zhang.

The United Nations can make use of its
own advantages to help countries con-
cerned protect the rights and interests of
women, children, and the vulnerable so
that they can fully enjoy the development
fruits and so that the impact of extremist
thoughts can be cut off, he said.

Climate change presents a grave chal-
lenge to the sustainable development of Af-
rica. Like other developing countries, Africa
lacks funding, technology and capabilities
the most, he said.

China supports even stronger attention
and support to Africa’s response to climate
change, he said. “We call on developed
countries to effectively fulfill their histori-
cal responsibilities and honor their com-
mitments on climate financing, technology
transfer, and capacity-building so that com-
mitments will be turned into practical ac-
tions.”

Climate change has inflicted a serious
impact on the countries in the Sahel and
complicated solutions to the conflicts in the
region. China calls on the Security Council
to take a situation-based approach in its
in-depth analysis of the impact of climate
change on the Sahel so as to have an accu-

Relocation of wildlife taking off

National Assembly Deputy Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson (L) addresses the Institute of Accountancy Arusha’s 23rd annual graduation ceremony yesterday.

Raila Odinga officially declares his
candidature for presidency in 2022

NAIROBI

ODM leader Raila Odinga has of-
ficially declared his candidature for
the presidency in the 2022 General
Election. He spoke at the Kasarani
Stadium in Nairobi during the Azimio
la Umoja convention.

“On this tenth day of December,
2021, T Raila Amolo Odinga, having
been faithful and committed to build-
ing a national, democratic and pro-
gressive Kenya in our lifetime, having
worked with many patriotic Kenyans
to achieve this goal, I do hereby ac-
cept to present myself as a presiden-
tial candidate at the presidential elec-
tion on 9th of August 2022 following
the request and unanimous decision
by this Azimio la Umoja,” r Odinga
said.

Odinga also launched the Azimio
la Umoja movement, a caucus he says
will spearhead the journey to next
year’s election, bringing together all
like-minded Kenyans, leaders and po-
litical parties.

At the same time, Odinga said that
once he ascends to the presidency, he
will prioritise investing in the youth,
provision of affordable healthcare,

better education for all, promotion
of women welfare, climate change
adaptation, affirmative action pro-
grammes, protection of devolution
and building on the legacies of previ-
ous administration among other is-
sues. He at the same time said he will
soon will unveil detailed manifesto
addressing various concerns such as
corruption, public debt, industrialisa-
tion and protection of private prop-
erty among others.

‘I stand here before you today, a
proud son of Kenya, a liberation fight-
er and servant of the people for the
last 50 years.

Today, 1 boldly declare that I am
neither repentant nor regretful of my
own experience in the fight for a lib-
erated Kenya. I bear my physical and
psychological scars with pride. This
is because my country was worth it
then; and is worth it now.

I bear the scars of liberation with
pride, and embrace the blood, sweat
and tears they cost me.

By the way, the tears from the tor-
ture chambers are still running, as
you can tell from the handkerchief
that never leaves my hand!

For years, I was not allowed to

speak with other inmates. In fact, for
6 years straight, I did not sleep on a
bed.

For months on end I was either
held incommunicado, in solitary con-
finement or handcuffed and in transit
to the next prison or detention camp.

Relatives died, including my belov-
ed mother and my own brother, and
I never got the chance to say goodbye.

I would not wish this torment upon
anyone, not even my worst enemy.
Together with my comrades who
endured torture and survived those
dark days of despair, we would never
let Kenya degenerate down the road
of terror. But there was a positive side
to my story.

It is about a friend. A ‘Lando’ of leg-
endary beauty, with the brave heart
of Luanda Magere.

And this is the woman who stood
by me when I was shunned by many.
This is the wife of my youth, love of
my life and partner to death - Mama
Ida Betty Odinga.

In those hard times of long and
uncertain incarceration, if I was not
reading the Holy Bible, I found deep
solace in Mama Ida’s love and sup-
port. She became a constant guest of

the police cells through constant ar-
rests and harassments. I can’t thank
her enough.

What makes a great nation is not
the men it produces, but the men it
honors. That’s why I would be remiss
if I do not pay homage to those that
gave us the sacred license to stand
tall, to speak free and to think big on
this very day.

And here T am talking about my
comrades in arms, both alive and
those who have fallen.

I pay homage to those who have
gone before us, the fallen heroes of
the second liberation.

These include Kenneth Matiba and
Charles Rubia. Many do not recall that
I was detained at Kamiti Maximum
Prison on the same day with two com-
patriots on the 5th of July 1990 for de-
manding multi-partysm.

Other fallen compatriots include
George Anyona, Jean Marie Seroney,
Martin Shikuku, Mukaru Ng'ang’a, Oki
0Ooko Ombaka and Wangari Maathai.

I also pay homage to all the auda-
cious martyrs who, for the sake of the
people, chose constant crucifixion
over the relative comfort of conced-
ing to repression. Agencies

after Lake Manyara overflows
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kilometers outwards.
Various species of wildlife
shifted to the Mto wa Mbu
Game Controlled Area,
raising the problem of
human-wildlife conflicts as
they invaded settlements
and farms.

Again, following the hot
spell in the past few
months, pastures dried up,
resulting in some ani-
mals dying due to limited
grazing areas shared with
domestic animals in the
binary mode area

Noelia Myonga, the Lake
Manyara Commissioner

of Conservation, said

the translocation of wild
animals from Mto wa Mbu
has taken a long time to
complete prior arrange-
ments, commenting on a

viral video clip insinuating
that some people, includ-
ing investors were tres-
passing into Lake Manyara
precincts, erecting walls
that trap animals out of
their broader ecosystem.
Conservation officials

say that in reality it was
animals were pushed near
residential areas after the
lake widened, swallowing
nearby grazing areas. Wild
animals meander in Migun-
gani, Losirwa and Ngogoro
areas that harbour tourist
campsites.

Dr Idrisa Chuma, a sen-
ior conservation officer
for veterinary issues at
TANAPA, said the translo-
cation of animals follows
after they are darted, with
the tranquilizers taking 14
days up to December 24.

Universal health coverage
efforts timely - WHO

FROM PAGE 1

mended. We can’'t accept
a world in which people are
impoverished by exercising
the right to medication,” she
elaborated.

She said that the world
is facing massive threats to
human health and security,
like climate change, infectious
diseases, mass migration and
widening economic inequality,
with urbanization and global
connectivity increasing the risk
of pandemics.

The surge of diabetes and
other non-communicable
diseases in the Global South
means there is a growing need
for advanced medical treatment
in addition to the traditional
response to infectious diseases,
she asserted, noting further that
antimicrobial resistance is a

growing concern worldwide. So
universal coverage is essential
to address these challenges, she
emphasised.

To make health for all a reality
“we need individuals and com-
munities who have access to
high quality health services so
that they can take care of their
own health and the health of
their families,” she stated.

Skilled health workers provid-
ing quality people-centered care
and policy makers committed
to investing in universal health
coverage are equally essential,
the representative remarked.

People must remember that
the Covid-19 pandemic is still
raging and so they should get
vaccinated, wear a mask, keep
safe distance, clean their hands,
cough and sneeze safely to
protect themselves and their
loved ones, she added.
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Canadian High Commissioner to Tanzania Pamela O’Donnell (2nd L) presents a certificate of appreciation to overall best student of
second year bachelor of science in nursing Shazmin Karatela during Hubert Kairuki Memorial University (HKMU) convocation in
Dar es Salaam yesterday. Others are HKMU Vice Chancellor Prof Charles Mgone (C) and a lecturer Dr Leonard Malasa (L). Photo: Cor-

respondent Joseph Mwendapole

Canada diplomat explores need for gender equality in decision making

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

HIGH Commissioner of Canada to Tan-
zania Pamela O’'Donnell has said achiev-
ing better health outcomes requires the
country to ensure gender equality and
empower women and girls to have voices
in decision making.

She made the remarks over the week-
end when opening the Hubert Kairuki
Memorial University (HKMU) convoca-
tion that was held at the university prem-
ises in Dar es Salaam. The theme of the
convocation was ‘Building a Healthier

World through Local and Global Part-
nership’

She said many women and girls in
Tanzania have less control over deci-
sion making about their bodies, expos-
ing them to violence, and harmful prac-
tices, adding the group face high risk
of unintended pregnancies and sexual
transmitted infections.

Pamela said gender inequality poses
barriers for women and girls to access
health information and critical services
including restrictions on mobility, lack
of decision making autonomy, limited

access to finances and lower literacy
rates.

She said Canada has made a strong
commitment to gender equality and
empowerment of girls and women, add-
ing they will continue to champion the
health and rights of women and girls.

“Canada works closely with govern-
ment and other partners on improving
the health and well-being of the poorest
and most vulnerable by strengthening
national systems to deliver equitable
and quality adolescent and gender re-
sponsive health services,” she said

Youths meet in Dar to
unlock their potential

By Correspondent James Kandoya

OVER 100 youths aged 12 to 19 yester-
day met for the first time in Dar es Sa-
laam to discuss and learn how to utilise
their potential and talents to succeed in
life.

Speaking at the event yesterday, Do-
reen Ngemera, 16- year’s lead organiser,
said the aim of the event was to inspire
youths to utilise their talents so as to re-
alise their dreams.

She said “We are bringing together
these young people to inspire them
through discussion and exchanging ide-
as on what are the major challenges that
prevent them to effectively utilize their
talents and provide advice on what they
should do to realise their potential,”.

Ngemera, who is a Form Four student
at Feza international school and author
of a book entitled” Alize Unlocked: Trau-
ma Drama” added that “we are here to
spark interest in different areas and en-
courage young people not to sit down
and do nothing”.

Teen event is a series of congregations
that bring together teenagers aged 12-19
years old from different backgrounds to
come together to discuss, embrace, in-
spire and become motivated to uncover
and start putting their talents and poten-
tial into use.

She said teen events provide a platform
for talented young people to share their
journey of success while at the same time
share key learning, success and subse-
quently guide the participants to unlock
their potential.

She said during the meeting teens will
learn different skills and knowledge such
as financial literacy, knowing who they
uncover their calling and potential, en-
trepreneurs, book writing and how to
start a business at a young age.

Other topics included financial liter-
acy for kids, developing an appropriate
mindset about money, public speaking
and effective use of social media to con-
nect globally and achieve positive results
and living a healthy life in this world.

“The aim of this gathering is to inspire,
and drive youths to use their talents and
show their ideas,” she said.

Ngemera expressed her future plan to
extend the platform in other regions not-
ing that on her holiday, she will do the
same in Bukoba urban, Kagera region.

For her part, Grace Makani, the found-
er of Grace Inc. Ltd guided the partici-
pants on how to know their purposes
and calling in life.

Makani said each one has a solution for
the problem adding that they have a po-
tential of becoming great people in the
community.

She said youths must all the time know
their strengths and weaknesses in order
to do best in a society adding that they
must have commitment and consistency.

According to her, without commitment
and consistency they cannot start any-
thing

“Teenagers must talk about it serious-
ly. Failures, they are going to meet all of
the time are part of the life they should
stand and walk,” she said.

Campaigners out to eliminate single-use of plastic in EAC

By Guardian Reporter

ENVIRONMENTALISTS are
organizing a campaign to end
production and sale of single-
use plastic in Tanzania, Ken-
ya, Uganda and Rwanda in a
drive that targets East African
Community (EAC) as a whole.

Driven under the slogan
Single-Use Plastic Free East
African Community (#SUP-
freeEAC), it has been initiated
by a coalition of four organi-

zations namely Centre for
Environment Justice and De-
velopment (CEJAD), Global
Initiative for Environment
and Reconciliation (GER), Bio
Vision Africa (BiVA) and Nipe
Fagio.

It aims at achieving in-
creased impact in four ar-
eas: producers to reveal their
plastic production, waste
pickers to be included in
waste management streams,
to phase-out single-use plas-

tic and publishing of reports
and data that support the
campaign. Preparations have
begun in earnest but the dust
will kick off early next year.

Commenting on the cam-
paign in Dar es Salaam yes-
terday, Nipe Fagio Executive
Director, Ana Le Rocha, said
that the campaign pushes for
a phase-out on the produc-
tion of single-use plastics and
end plastic pollution in the
region.

“Together with a coalition
of partners, we’re working on
a petition that is going to be
shared in the four countries
to advocate for policies and
laws that end the production
of single-use plastic in the re-
gion,” said Rocha,” she said,
adding:

“We urge everyone to join
the campaign and take swift
action to support the #SUP-
freeEAC to reduce single-use
plastics and advocate for ex-

tended producer responsibil-
ity”.
“We need to show EAC gov-
ernments that their citizens
expect them to act on plastic
pollution and that we care
about plastic pollution affect-
ing our environment so as the
public health.

East Africa is the region
with largest number of plas-
tic bans in the world, with
Rwanda being a significant
success case and Kenya hav-

ing the highest penalty for
non-compliance to regula-
tions in the globe.

Therefore, the EAC can be-
come a global example and
the first single-use plastic free
zone in the world. Granting
this petition will be a power-
ful first step in the right direc-
tion,” she added.

She urged for support from
organizations, activists, and
environmentalists as soon as
the petition shared to put a

stop to plastic pollution oth-
erwise plastic will remain in
our environment for thou-
sands of years, damaging our
health, the environment, and
the economy. This campaign
doesn’t belong to any single
organization, it is meant to be
a collective action.

“We can’t keep paying the
price of inaction. No country
can solve this global crisis
alone, we must do it togeth-
er,” she noted.

Victims of illegal pyramid scheme start receiving their money back

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi
has finally started implementing his pledge to
the victims of Masterlife Microfinance Ltd that
was operating and swindled them their mon-
ey by conducting illegal ‘Pyramid Scheme’ in
violation of the laws and procedures.

The victims from Unguja North Region
have started being paid their money.

The exercise started being implemented
at the offices of the Unguja North Regional
commissioner to where hundreds of those
swindled by the firm flocked to receive their
money, and praised President Mwinyi for the

pledge to them.

Speaking at different times, they said Presi-
dent Mwinyi was caring for them and prom-
ised to pray for, and support him.

Unguja North Regional Commissioner

Ayoub Mohammed Mahmoud said the deci-
sion by President Mwinyi stems from his ear-
lier pledge to the victims aimed at instilling
calm among the people to enable them con-
tinue to engage themselves in their economic

activities.

For her part, the Commissioner of Budget
in the President’s Office (Finance and Plan-
ning), Saumu Khatib Haji said for Unguja
north Region the exercise will last three days

back their money

from December 8 to 10 and a total of 1,456
victims, those who lost from 100,000/- to Im/-
and added that the exercise was going well.
Justrecently, during his speech that marked
his one year in office, President Mwinyi prom-
ised he would make sure that all those who
were swindled of their money by the firm get

“T have decided to carry this burden to re-
move inconveniences born by the victims,”

said Dr Mwinyi.

He said for his part he had good intentions
as he had sworn to mete out justice to the
people of Zanzibar and was not ready to see
one Zanzibari being swindled.

He said what was being done by the firm
was not acceptable in the society and was still

holding talks with the firm to ensure they re-

turn the money to the victims.

ACCESS MICROFINANCE BANK TANZANIA LIMITED

MINIMUM DISCLOSURES OF BANK CHARGES AND FEES

Tanzania Women Chamber of Commerce (TWCC) executive director Mwajuma Hamza (R) speaks with members who departed to Dubai at
Julius Nyerere International Airport in Dar es Salaam on Thursday to participate at the Dubai Expo 2020. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

MOBILE BANKING
Withdrawal - Bank to Wallet (TZS) | Old Customer Fee| New Customer Fee
0-50,000 500 500
50,001 - 100,000 1,000 1,000
100,001 - 250,000 2,000 2,000
250,001 - 750,000 3,000 3,000
750,001 - 3,000,000 4,000 4,000
Deposit (TZS) (Wallet to Bank) Old Customer Fee| New Customer Fee

0-50,000 FREE FREE

50,001 - 100,000 FREE FREE
100,001 - 250,000 FREE FREE
250,001 - 750,000 FREE FREE
750,001 - 3,000,000 FREE FREE
Air-time top-up FREE FREE

Utility payments FREE FREE
Balance inquiry 100 300
Automatic SMS Alerts (price per SMS) 0 25
Mini-statement 200 200

Full account statement request 500 500

Cheque book request 600 600
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Manyara regional commissioner Charles Makongoro Nyerere speaks during the handing over of 43 motorcycles and three bajaj to
youth groups from Babati town council as part to mark the 60th year’s anniversary of Tanzania mainland Independence. Photo:

Correspondent Gift Thadey

By Guardian Reporter

LARGE-SCALE adoption of hydroponic and
insect farming in Africa could be the answer to
the continent’s hunger, poverty and ecological
crisis, the World Bank said in a report released
on Wednesday.

The report titled “Insect and Hydroponic
Farming in Africa: The New Circular Food Econ-
omy” notes that the two novel food production
systems could thrive in a continent already bat-
tling water stress and declining arable land.

“As the report shows, insect and hydroponic
farming can create jobs, diversify livelihoods,
improve nutrition and provide many other
benefits in African and fragile, conflict-affected
countries,” said Juergen Voegele, vice president
for sustainable development at the World Bank
Group.

According to the report that was compiled
from 13 African countries including those reel-
ing from fragility and conflicts, insect and hy-
droponic farming could help tackle undernour-
ishment that affects one in five people in the
continent.

Currently, there are more than 850 insect
farms that produce food and animal feed in Af-
rica even as hydroponic farms spring up in arid
lands to help grow staples amid severe water
scarcity, according to the report.

It says that insect farming in the continent
through the use of agricultural waste as feed
could generate crude protein worth about 2.6
billion U.S. dollars and fertilizers worth about
194 billion dollars on an annual basis.

World Bank says insect, hydroponic
farming key to Africa’s food security

The report notes that insect farming could
produce enough meals to meet up to 14 percent
of the crude protein needed to rear all the pigs,
goats, fish and poultry in Africa.

Globally, an estimated 2 billion people con-
sume insects that are collected in the wild while
more than 400 of the 2,100 species recognized
as edible worldwide or 25 percent are con-
sumed in Africa, according to the World Bank
report. It singles out black soldier fly farming as
having the potential to replace 60 million tons
of traditional feed production in Africa annu-
ally, leading to 200 million tons of recycled crop
waste, 60 million tons of organic fertilizer pro-
duction besides creating 15 million jobs.

Likewise, black soldier fly farming could also
avert 86 million tons of carbon emissions in the
continent, equivalent to removing 18 million ve-
hicles from the roads.

According to the report
that was compiled from 13
African countries including
those reeling from fragil-
ity and conflicts, insect and
hydroponic farming

Regional wildlife network to launch trans-border awareness project -UN

By Guardian Reporter

THE Wildlife Trade Moni-
toring Network (Traffic)
East Africa is next year ex-
pected to start a trans-bor-
der awareness project, to
train government officials
on identification of wildlife
species and trade to avoid
illegal transportation of logs

The move is to equip law
enforcement with wildlife
laws and trade rules.

Traffic East Africa, pro-
gramme officer Allen Mgaza
said that the aim of training
is to reduce illegal transpor-
tation of logs and wild ani-
mals through the west and
central borders.

He made the remarks on

line master class meeting to
brief journalists on a project
dubbed ‘USAID Tuhifadhi
Maliasili’ that will involve
working with the govern-
ment, local communities
and the private sector to ad-
dress the challenges.

The five-year project also
intends to create an envi-
ronment where movement

ity of life for not only wild-
life but also communities.
“With effect from January
2022/23 law enforcement
officials from different bor-
ders will be reached through
this training. Once we pro-
vide such awareness the en-
forcers will be in a position
to know which animal and
logs species are required to

imported,” he said.

Mgaza stressed that illegal
trade in wildlife, including
timber, has a huge impact
on the survival of species...
adding that such businesses
may be conducted by organ-
ised transnational criminal
networks.

tween US$7 to US$32 billion.

He said consumer de-
mand is one of the contrib-
uting factors leading to il-
legal wildlife trade and that
various species of timber
and wildlife products are
used for prestige and tradi-
tional medicine.

Rhino horns and other relat-
ed animals, where a South-
ern African Development
Community (SADC) country
acted as an origin, transit or
destination, he said.

RTI international man-
ager, a USAID Contractor,
implementing the Tuhifadhi

and wild animals.

Makole heath centre nurse Shecky Cobb (R) educates on the important of Covid-19 vaccine during a meeting for Alliance for African Farmers Party (AAFP)
in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

leaders at Makole ward Chadulu

Wednesday during an on-
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corridors will improve qual-

be harvested, exported and

nal deaths.

According to the UN, the From1987-2020 Traffic Maliasili activities Dr Elika-
illegal trade in wild species has identified a total of 485 na Kalumanga said that citi-
is estimated to range be- seizures, involving some zens need nature for them

Maternal and infant
mortality rates
decline in Shinyanga

By Guardian Correspondent, Shinyanga

MATERNAL and infant mortality rates have declined in Shinyan-
ga Region as a result of the on-going maternal health education and
improvement of health services which includes bringing facilities
close to their homes.

Coordinator of maternal health education in Shinyanga, Joyce
Kondoro, made the revelation yesterday during an interview with
the Guardian, noting that the region has succeeded in reducing the
number of mothers and infant rates within three years.

She said there were 50 recorded deaths in 2019 while in 2020 the
number declined slightly to 46. She said that until June this year, the
number of recorded deaths was 15 only.

On infant deaths, Kondoro said there were 866 deaths in 2019.
The number declined to 567 in 2020 and 270 until June this year.

“We have invested enough in the health sector, especially mater-
nal health. We have promoted 18 heath centers to allow them to of-
fer emergency services to pregnant mothers,” she said.

Kondoro added that they are continuing with the education pro-
gramme whereas mothers are also advised to use family planning
to avoid giving birth frequently, the thing that contributes to mater-

She said they have been educating young girls on maternal issues
to prepare them for safe adulthood. She said girls are also educated
on the impacts of early pregnancies.

She acknowledged the government’s efforts in improving health
services in the country by constructing dispensaries, health centers
and hospitals. She said such improvements have brought services
closer to the people.

EAC lauds Tanzania for invaluable contribution to regional integration efforts - secretary general

By Guardian Reporter

THE East African Community (EAC) hails
Tanzania for her extensive contribution to-
wards deepening regional integration and
in turn increasing intra-EAC trade and de-
velopment opportunities, as the country
marks 60 years since independence.

As one of the three founding partner
states of the Community, Tanzania plays
an integral role in the region, serving as
one of the three original Partner States
of the EAC who signed the Treaty estab-
lishing the EAC on 30th November 1999,
which entered into force on 7th July, 2000.

EAC Secretary General, Dr Peter Mathu-
ki, underscored Tanzania’s critical role in
the region, as she serves as the host of the
EAC Headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania.

“We hail the Republic of Tanzania for
steering growth and development in the
country and also fostering peace and se-
curity. It is this stability that has created a
conducive operating environment for the

EAC and its Organs, with their home in
the United Republic of Tanzania,” said Dr.
Mathuki.

“The city of Arusha in Tanzania is the
permanent seat of the East African Com-
munity Secretariat, the executive Organ
of the Community, and the East African
Legislative Assembly (EALA), the legisla-
tive Organ of the Community,” added Dr.
Mathuki, adding that Arusha was also the
temporary seat of the East African Court
of Justice (EAC)), the judicial Organ of the
Community.

The country also hosts the East Affi-
can Kiswahili Commission (EAKC), which
is based in the island nation of Zanzibar.
Tanzania continues to benefit from region-
al integration of the EAC. In 2020, Tanza-
nia’s total trade with EAC Partner States
amounted to US$1,136.9 million, higher
than US$1,003.6 million in 2019. Tanzania
has been recording trade balance sur-
pluses since 2016, reflecting Tanzania’s in-
crease in exports to other Partner States.

Most of the country’s exports to the
region were destined to Kenya, followed
by Rwanda and Uganda. Its main exports
to other Partner States include cereals
particularly rice and maize; cattle, edible
vegetables (mostly onions); residues and
waste, paper and paper products, cof-
fee, tea and spices. On the import side,
Tanzania significant imports were from
Kenya and Uganda. Most of the import-
ed goods were soap and soap products;
pharmaceutical products, plastic items,
sugar confectionery and electric equip-
ment.

Further, in 2020, the total trade for
the EAC region stood at US$51,915 mil-
lion from US$55,278.2 million in 2019, a
6.08 percent drop. In the same period,
total EAC exports rose by 3.15 percent to
US$16,257 million from US$15,938 mil-
lion in 2019. President Samia Suluhu
Hassan’s stance on improving bilateral
relations has also seen increase in Intra
EAC trade in the last 9 months she has

been in office. As a signatory to the Cus-
toms Union, the country has contributed
to the promotion of efficiency in produc-
tion within the Community. It has also
enhanced domestic, cross border and
foreign investment in the Community.

Further, the establishment of the EAC
Single Customs Territory has aided in fa-
cilitating faster clearance and movement
of cargo from the port of entry to the des-
tination.

Dr. Mathuki also acknowledged the
critical role played by Tanzania peace
and security in East Africa., adding that
the country’s role had been crucial in the
area of Conflict Prevention, Management
and Resolution:

“Tanzania has been the home of Bu-
rundian and other refugees for a long
time. Mwalimu Nyerere was at the heart
of the conclusion of the Arusha Accord
which brought stability to Burundi in
2000 and again through the Late Presi-
dent Mkapa’s facilitation promoted Inter-

Burundi dialogue between 2015 and 2019,
an initiative that resulted in peaceful
elections in 2020 that saw restoration of
democracy and peace. The peaceful con-
clusion of the 2020 election has led to the
commencement of the peaceful return of
Burundian refugees, a process that is still
underway,” said the Secretary General.

Dr. Mathuki singled out maritime secu-
rity as an area where Tanzania had made
an immense contribution especially on
the Indian Ocean.

“Tanzania has the longest coastline in
the EAC Region. Tanzania has through
working with other coastal states, sup-
ported the process of combating piracy
and other maritime offences that has ul-
timately led to the restoration of security
in the Indian Ocean. Through her secu-
rity interventions and partnership with
other like-minded states, large quanti-
ties of narcotics have been seized and de-
stroyed and traffickers arrested and sub-
jected to the legal system,” said the SG.
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Tanga regional commissioner Safia Jongo (L) hands over education facilities and assorted food items to children with special needs at Pongwe primary
school when the union of police women in Tanga visited to consoles them at the climax of 16 days of activism against Gender Based Violence. Photo:
Correspondent Hamida Kamchalla

TASAC emerges the first winner in the best
presented financial statements for year 2020

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Shipping Corpora-
tion (TASAC) has emerged the first
winner in the best presented finan-
cial statements for the year 2020,
category of government regulatory
authorities.

The awards which are organised
annually by the National Board of
Accountant and Auditors (NBAA),
showed that the TASAC’s winning,
based on books prepared by adher-
ing to the financial systems of Inter-
national Public Sector Accounting
Standards (IPSAS).

Speaking shortly after receiving
the awards in Dar es Salaam recent-
ly, TASAC's director general Kaimu
Mkeyenge commented on the win-
ning, explaining that such achieve-
ment was due to internal transfor-
mation being made to assure that
international standards are met. He
said the award gives them more zeal
to serve Tanzanians and the inter-
national community while ensur-
ing that public finances are handled
carefully to attain value for money.

“TASAC started its operations
three years ago and this is the first
time our financial books are being
presented to NBAA, this means Tan-
zanians’ money is in safer hands,
while we expect to continue doing
better in our services while ensuring
all finances are handled carefully,”

he said.

On the side of the international
business community who are served
by TASAC, Mkeyenge said that this
win meant that TASAC is now trust-
ed in doing its jobs transparently and
competent at an international scale.

He added that TASAC embraces
professionalism which brings value
for money and therefore Tanzanians’
money was in safer and good hands.
He added that even if TASAC was
an infant entity that started opera-
tions in 2018, it has been doing daily
improvements in its daily activities
with the focus of meeting quality in
its role of maritime administration,
regulating the maritime sector and
facilitating shipping business.

Some of the improvements
made, Mkeyenge said includes
adopting modern financial soft-
ware and increasing the number
of competent and qualified staff to
carry out various duties including
financial ones.

Established early by the Tanza-
nia Shipping Agencies Act of 2017,
TASAC has exclusive mandate to
carry out clearing and forwarding
functions relating to import and ex-
port of minerals, mineral concen-
trates, machineries, equipment,
products and/or extracts related
to minerals and petroleum, arms
and ammunitions, live animals and
Government trophies only.

By Special Correspondent

rica in 2020 was at €222 bil-
lion, compared to €42 billion

INVESTORS have been

urged to take advantage of
Africa’s arable land to drive
sustainable agriculture and
increase food production.

It was amongst the con-
clusions of business leaders
and policymakers at the 4th
edition of the EU-Africa busi-
ness summit in Marrakech
held to promote business
and policy initiatives be-
tween both continents.

Experts say key private
sector investment and policy
implementation are what’s
needed to drive further
growth.

“This is the time for part-
ners from all over the world
to come and invest in the
continent. They have the
freedom to establish un-
der the African Continental
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)
in any of their preference,
and wherever they are es-
tablished we are saying that
their market is a whole con-
tinent,” said Chiza Charles
Chiumya, the acting Director
of the Directorate of Indus-
try, Mining and Entrepre-
neurship, at the African Un-
ion Commission.

“We have for instance
CADEP, the CADEP frame-
work, which is promoting ag-
riculture in Africa. We have
the Malabo declaration that
was aiming at accelerating
progress towards you know
agricultural transformation
so these programs need to
be implemented fully by our
member states. So we call on
our member states to make
sure that they are able to im-
plement the policies that are
in place,” Dr. Patrick Ndzana
Olomo, the head, Investment
and Mobilisation of Resourc-

es, AU Department of Eco-
nomic Affairs said.

23 percent of Sub-Saharan
Africa’s GDP stems from Ag-
riculture according to the
World Bank. At the EU-Africa
business summit, it was also
agreed that the EU- Africa
trade partnership in the sec-
tor must now focus on small
holder farmers. This was the
position of former EU com-
missioner for Agriculture
Phil Hogan.

“We stand ready in the Eu-
ropean union to work with
our partners in the African

union and all of the coun-
tries to generate the neces-
sary finance the technical
knowledge and all of the
partnerships and the alli-
ances to make this happen.
But the farmer must be at
the center of the action’ Ho-
gan said.

“All of the various policy
positions that have been an-
nounced. here at the Euro-
pean Africa business summit
are all academic if we don’t
have people on the ground
that are prepared to imple-
ment it and they have to be

Summit calls for Africa-EU investments in agriculture

incentivized and they have
to get proper pay for the
work that they do for car-
bon farming and for energy
renewables and for creating
the jobs and this is where we
must refocus our efforts and
in the context of food and nu-
trition and food security, the
farmer must be at the center
of the activity” stressed the
former EU commissioner for
Agriculture.

The EU is one of Africa’s
largest trade and investment
partner. Its Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI) stock in Af-

from the US and €38 from
China.

Organizers of the summit,
the EBS group say their aim
is to shape the common fu-
ture of both continents by
bringing influential business
leaders, policymakers and
experts together.

They added that the EU-
African partnership needs
to deliver a genuine partner-
ship with policy objectives,
standards and rules that are
in the interest of both conti-
nents particularly after the
interruption due to the Cov-
id -19 pandemic.

New land owners should develop plots
within 36 months - deputy Lands minister

By Guardian Correspondent, Kaliua

LANDS, Housing and Human
Settlements Development Deputy
minister Dr Angeline Mabula as
called on all new owners of land
plots in the country to abide by
conditions of ownership including
development of their plots within
35 months.

She also called on the owners
to make sure they pay the yearly
land rent to avoid penalty.

Speaking to Usinge Village vil-
lagers in Kaliua District, Tabora
Region at the weekend, Dr Mabu-
la said it would be better for new
land plot owners to read the con-
ditions of the title deeds handed
to them.

She called on Usinge villagers to
grab the opportunity from the on-
going land formalisation exercise
in their areas in order to use the
documents for their development
activities.

“The government will be com-
ing to survey your areas, and
this is an opportunity for you to
grab, as it costs you only 50,000/-
a very small sum compared to
130,000/- charged in the Tabora
municipality,” said Dr Mabula.

gano said within the entire region
of Tabora, only Uyui and Kaliua
District councils that for a long
time had no land survey project
and his office has recommended
to be provided with funds for the
project.

“Already, work on surveying
1,000 land plots at Usinge Village
in Kaliua district has begun and
we are waiting the money to start
survey work,” said Singano.

The survey fund is part of
50bn/- loan provided by the gov-
ernment through the Ministry of
Lands, Housing and Human Set-
tlements Development for the
countrywide land plots formali-
sation project.

However, Deputy Minister Ma-
bula warned local councils to
use the funds for the purposes
intended, otherwise it would be
hard to meet the intended targets
in regard to the land surveying
and formalisation project.

Kaliua Member of Parliament,
who is also Chairman of the
Parliamentary lands, natural re-
sources and Tourism Committee,
Dr Aloyce Kwezi thanked the gov-
ernment for providing the fund to
Kaliua district for the land formali-

Assistant  Tabora

Regional

sation project.

Lands Commissioner, Jabir Sin-

Arusha region based World Vegetable Centre researcher Jeremiah Sigalla (R) examines clove oil products from one of the entrepreneurs during the
spice products exhibition in Pemba Island on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Rahma Suleiman

Government commends IITA for investment in researches

By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

THE government has com-
mended the International In-
stitute of Tropical Agriculture
(ITTA) for investing in research-
es that bring solutions to chal-
lenges facing the agriculture
sector in the country.

Speaking during his visit
to the Institute located in
Mikocheni, over the weekend
in Dar es Salaam Minister for
Agriculture Prof Adolph Mken-
da said IITA has done a tremen-
dous job especially by coming
up with solutions to address
low yield and productivity in

the food sector in the country.
He said research is key in
finding sustainable solutions
to the major challenges facing
the agriculture sector and con-
tributing to the low yield and
productivity in farmers’ fields.
“The main challenge exist-
ing in the agriculture sector is
low yield and low productivity.
Most farmers need better vari-
eties and agronomy and I am
happy to hear that many of the
solutions are produced in this
facility, I therefore, encourage
you to work together with the
government to make sure that
research outputs are shared to

farmers,” the Minister said.

He expressed his apprecia-
tion for scientific efforts of the
International Institute of Trop-
ical Agriculture (IITA), includ-
ing work on cassava and ba-
nana, which led to the release
of new, improved high-yielding
disease-resistant varieties in
the country.

Prof Mkenda commended
the institute’s efforts to build
the capacity of researchers
in the country, train students,
and attract young people in
agriculture to address youth
unemployment.

He said the aim of the visit

to the facility was to meet with
stakeholders in the cassava
starch industry to discuss how
to support cassava commer-
cialization in the country.

The meeting was organized
by the Ministry of Agricul-
ture in partnership with IITA
through the Building an Eco-
nomically Sustainable Seed
System for Cassava in Tanzania
(BEST Cassava) project on 30
November.

“The aim of my visit was to
learn how you work, I have
talked to scientists, and what
I have seen and heard is very
inspiring.

On her part, IITA director
for Eastern Africa Dr Leena
Tripathi shared some of the
Institute’s successes in the
country including the re-
lease of thirty improved high
-yielding cassava varieties
and four first - ever banana
hybrids from collabora-
tion with the Tanzania Ag-
riculture Research Institute
(TARI).

“Other successes were sup-
porting over 90 Tanzania
nationals to study at MSc
and PhD levels to build their
research capacity and en-
gaging over 1,000 youth in

agriculture to create employ-
ment for themselves and oth-
ers,” she said.

The Minister lauded the
achievements and said suc-
cessisinline with the govern-
ment aspirations. He added
saying that the government
recognizes the importance
of research in finding solu-
tions to the challenges facing
the agriculture sector.

“Prof Mkenda said that the
government is also working
hard to build human capac-
ity in science, technology,
and medicine and to attract
youth to agriculture to ad-

dress high unemployment
rates in the country,” he said.

He applauded the Insti-
tute (IITA) for supporting so
many students from Tanza-
nia to pursue higher learning
education in the University
both inside and abroad and
host them at IITA for on-the-
job practical training.

In the visit, the Minister
was accompanied by Nyaseb-
wa Chimagu, director for
Crop Development and Up-
endo Mndeme, senior Agri-
cultural Officer and Cassava
Focal Person, both from the
Ministry of Agriculture.
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NMB Bank House branch manager Seka Urio (R) presses a laptop button to search for ‘Bonge la Mpango’ Il campaign winner in Dar
es Salaam on Thursday. Looking on is Gaming board of Tanzania inspector Elibariki Sengasanga (2nd R), NMB customer care officer
Neema Kazoviyo (C) and Customers deposits public relations manager Monica Job. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE Turkish Cooperation and Coordina-
tion Agency (T KA) has provided a bakery for
Kiwawanyu women'’s co-operative and put it
into service as part of the women empower-
ment programme conducted in cooperation
with district authorities in Kisarawe, Coast
Region.

The project helped 70 women to enter
into a profession, start engaging in income-
generating activities, and contribute to their
household budget.

T KA donated a dough mixer, a cake dis-
play cabinet, bread fermenting box, a 3-sto-
rey bread oven, a bread slicer, a spiral mixer,
a tray trolley, and other basic baking equip-
ment.

Production and sales operations began in
the bakery after the training courses on bak-
ing and entrepreneurship held by the dis-
trict governorship for women.

In his speech at the opening ceremony of
the bakery, Kisarawe District Commissioner,
Nickson Simon thanked the Turkish govern-
ment and T KA for their major support for
the region and stated that the project helped
70 women to join the profession and start
engaging in income-generating activities,
thus contribute to their household budget.

He added that the goods baked by women
at the bakery were in high demand, that they
were pleased with the development of the
project, and that as the District Commission-
er; they would allocate resources for expan-
sion of the scope of the project.

Turkish agency supports women
70 entrepreneurs in Kisarawe

Simon said that most of the beneficiaries of
the project are widows or women with chil-
dren and that the support provided for the
group was meaningful, and that they hoped
T KA would continue to support them.

Dr Mehmet Giilliio lu, Turkish Ambassa-
dor to Tanzania stated that T KA prioritized
the support to be provided for women’s em-
powerment in Tanzania, adding they have
implemented many projects in the field in
different parts of the country.

He promised to continue implementing
similar projects in the future. He said pro-
jects implemented in different industries
provided maximum benefit to beneficiar-
ies, and that he hoped the new projects to
be implemented in Kisarawe would improve
the bilateral relations between Turkey and

Tanzania.

Dr Mehmet Giilliioglu, Turk-
ish Ambassador to Tan-
zania stated that TIKA
prioritized the support to
be provided for women's
empowerment in Tanzania,
adding they have imple-
mented many projects in
the field in different parts

Government all out to increase domestic revenue collections

By Correspondent Christina
Mwakangale

THE government has said
is putting more efforts to in-
crease domestic revenue col-
lections and keep the country
out of being dependent by cre-
ating friendly tax collections
and relation with taxpayers.

Deputy Permanent Secre-
tary, Ministry of Finance and
Planning, Adolf Ndunguru said

this in Dar es Salaam over the
weekend at the 14th gradua-
tion of the Institute of Taxation
(ITA).

During the event 387 gradu-
ates were conferred -certifi-
cates of various levels and dis-
ciplines for the academic year
2020/21.

He said in order to address
the barriers to tax collection
and increase the budget for
social services, the graduates
should use the knowledge they

received to be creative, pro-
vide education and build good
relationships with taxpayers.

“The country still needs
more tax and customs ex-
perts to work in various areas.
So graduates should ensure
that they go and apply what
they have learned to bring a
positive impact in the field.
Customs training, taxes have
boosted local revenue and re-
duced dependence on donors
to fund services,” he said.

Regarding the increase in
revenue in the country, Nd-
unguru said the college has
helped produce graduates
who are doing well in provid-
ing tax education, to boost
the economy and achieve
human development.

“Tax collection and reve-
nue collection is an issue that
involves many stakeholders,
so there should be adequate
education. The government
is losing revenue due to few-

er professionals in the coun-
try and in other sectors,”
said Ndunguru.

He urged graduates to
be used effectively to edu-
cate taxpayers and reduce
grievances from business-
es, as well as the college to
strengthen itself in conduct-
ing research, especially on
tax collection in emerging
institutions, especially min-
ing with a better revenue col-
lection system.

The head of the university
council, Dr Samwel Werema
said it was asking the govern-
ment to allocate a budget for
the renovation and construc-
tion of new buildings to cope
with the needs of the East
African region and others in
Africa. “The objective of the
college is to increase the ex-
pertise of tax professionals,
customs consultants. Gradu-
ates should adhere to profes-
sional ethics, be responsible

and fulfill your responsibili-
ties for the productivity of
the nation,” Dr Werema said.

Tanzania Revenue Au-
thority (TRA) Commissioner
General, Alphayo Kidata said
the authority will continue
to build the capacity of the
college to make it a centre
of excellence in the region,
saying 27 well-performing
students should have the
opportunity to get an intern-
ship in the authority.

Villagers hail development

Petty traders stalls at Mbezi Mwisho area in Ubungo municipality Dar es Salaam region as captured by our roving photographer yesterday. Photo:
Correspondent Sabato Kasika

partner for water project

By Guardian Correspondent, Ulanga

UPONERA villagers in Ulanga dis-
trict, Morogoro region have hailed
efforts for the installation of water
treatment plant costing 96m/- by a
development partner that provides
them with safe, clean water.

Speaking at different times, Isanga
area resident in the district said in
the past they faced challenges walk-
ing over five kilometers to other
villages to fetch water, the task that
disrupted their other economic ac-
tivities. Rose Masamba, one of the
villagers thanked for the installation
of the water plant saying it has been
a saviour for them.

She said for a very long time, since
the village was established water
was a huge challenge in their area.

For his part, Prince Matale, anoth-
er villager said as an Isanga resident,
he pledged to be a good ambassador
for the protection of the project to
be used by the present and future
generations.

Earlier, handing over the project,
Ruban Jawad, a development part-
ner in Ulanga District said he was so
touched by the plight of villagers in
regard to water, hence he decided to
install the water plant for them.

He said water was an essential
commodity for human beings as a
huge per cent of their activities de-
pend on water.

He said another aim was to sup-
port President Samia Suluhu Has-
san’s efforts in relieving women of
water buckets from their heads.

However, he appealed for the
government’s support in his endeav-
ours.

Reporting on water availability
in Uponera Village, Ulanga District
Water Engineer David Kaijage said
still the availability of water in the
village was still problematic, as for
now, it has over 4,000 residents and
requested the development partner
to lay water pipes and dig a deep bore
hole that would supply sufficient wa-
ter to all residents.

Learning losses from Covid-19 could cost this generation of
students close to $17 trillion in lifetime earnings, says report

By Guardian Reporter

THE current generation of students’
risks losing US$17 trillion in lifetime earn-
ings in present value, or about 14 percent
of today’s global GDP, as a result of COV-
ID-19 pandemic-related school closures.

A new report published by the World
Bank, UNESCO, and UNICEF reveals that
the impact is more severe than previously
thought, and far exceeds the US$10 tril-
lion estimates released in 2020.

“The COVID-19 crisis brought educa-
tion systems across the world to a halt,”
said Jaime Saavedra, World Bank Global
Director for Education.

Saavedra added: “Now, 21 months lat-
er, schools remain closed for millions of
children, and others may never return
to school. The loss of learning that many
children are experiencing is morally un-
acceptable. And the potential increase of

Learning Poverty might have a devastat-
ing impact on future productivity, earn-
ings, and well-being for this generation
of children and youth, their families, and
the world’s economies.”

“The COVID-19 pandemic shut down
schools across the world, disrupting edu-
cation for 1.6 billion students at its peak,
and exacerbated the gender divide. In
some countries, were seeing greater
learning losses among girls and an in-
crease in their risk of facing child labour,
gender-based violence, early marriage,
and pregnancy. To stem the scars on this
generation, we must reopen schools and
keep them open, target outreach to re-
turn learners to school, and accelerate
learning recovery,” said UNICEF Director
of Education Robert Jenkins.

Stefania Giannini, UNESCO Assistant
Director-General for Education said: “We
are committed to supporting govern-

ments more generally with their COVID
response through the Mission Recovery
plan launched earlier this year.

Giannini emphasized that with govern-
ment leadership and support from the
international community, there is a great
deal that can be done to make systems
more equitable, efficient, and resilient,
capitalizing on lessons learned through-
out the pandemic and on increasing in-
vestments.

“But to do that, we must make chil-
dren and youth a real priority amidst all
the other demands of the pandemic re-
sponse. Their future - and our collective
future - depends on it,” she said.

Simulations estimating that school
closures resulted in significant learning
losses are now being corroborated by
real data. For example, regional evidence
from Brazil, Pakistan, rural India, South
Africa, and Mexico, among others, show

substantial losses in math and reading.

Analysis shows that in some countries,
on average, learning losses are roughly
proportional to the length of the closures.
However, there was great heterogeneity
across countries and by subject, students’
socioeconomic status, gender, and grade
level.

Results from two states in Mexico show
significant learning losses in reading and
in math for students aged 10-15. The es-
timated learning losses were greater in
math than reading, and affected younger
learners, students from low-income back-
grounds, as well as girls disproportion-
ately.

Barring a few exceptions, the general
trends from emerging evidence around
the world align with the findings from
Mexico, suggesting that the crisis has ex-
acerbated inequities in education:

Children from low-income households,

children with disabilities, and girls were
less likely to access remote learning than
their peers. This was often due to lack of
accessible technologies and the availabil-
ity of electricity, connectivity, and devic-
es, as well as discrimination and gender
norms.

Younger students had less access to re-
mote learning and were more affected by
learning loss than older students, espe-
cially among pre-school age children in
pivotal learning and development stages.

The detrimental impact on learning
has disproportionately affected the most
marginalized or vulnerable. Learning
losses were greater for students of lower
socioeconomic status in countries like
Ghana, Mexico, and Pakistan.

Initial evidence points to larger losses
among girls, as they are quickly losing the
protection that schools and learning of-
fers to their well-being and life chances.
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The Guardian interview with the Russian Ambassador to Tanzania

rior to marking of 60
years anniversary of
the establishment
of Russia-Tanzania
diplomatic relations. The
Guardian Newspaper had an
opportunity to interview Am-
bassador of the Russian Fed-
eration to Tanzania Mr. Yuri
Popov (pictured) on how he
describe this landmark diplo-
matic relation. Here extract...

Today, December 1ith,
Russian Federation and
the United Republic of
Tanzania mark the 60th
Anniversary of the estab-
lishment of diplomatic re-
lations. While on the other
hand, the United Republic
of Tanzania is also cel-
ebrating its 60th Anniver-
sary of the Independence
Day, how can you describe
this?

It is quite symbolic that
both events coincide in time.
Immediately after Tang-
anyika had gained independ-
ence, as a matter of two days,
the Soviet Union recognized
the newly born country,
and full-fledged diplomatic
relations were established
between our nations. Now,
after 60 years have elapsed
since those dates, I am happy
to state that our close and
mutually beneficial partner-
ship persists and continues
to grow from strength to
strength. On bilateral basis we
have been engaged in fruitful
cooperation in the spheres of
trade and economy, educa-
tion, culture, humanitarian
issues, as well as in matters
related to the maintenance
of security. Political dialogue
between Moscow and Dar es
Salaam, now Dodoma, has
been underway nonstop.

The USSR-Russia and
Tanganyika-Tanzania stood
firm for the cause of the na-
tional liberation movements
in Africa and hand-in-hand
helped the freedom fighters
to counter colonialism, rac-
ism and apartheid in all their
manifestations. Ever since the

nations in Southern Africa
have gained independence,
we jointly with our Tanza-
nian partners assisted these
countries in asserting their
statehood.

Nowadays, Russia and Tan-
zania continue to uphold tra-
ditionally friendly relations
based on the principles of
equality, mutual respect and
consideration for each other’s
interests. Russia supports the
idea of the necessity to find
African solutions to African
problems and on her part is
ready and willing to provide
the continent with moral, ma-
terial, technical and peace-
keeping support. Today the
United Republic of Tanzania
is our important foreign part-
ner in defending on the glob-
al scene the values of justice,
strict compliance with the
norms of international law,
respect for national identity,
destiny and development pri-
orities of every country.

What is the current
status of the Russia - Tan-
zania economic and busi-
ness relations. How do the
countries benefit from
each other in terms of im-
ports and exports during
the period?

After the collapse of the
Soviet Union there was a pro-
tracted period of stagnation
in our bilateral trade and eco-
nomic cooperation. However,
over the past few years we

have observed obvious posi-
tive trends in these fields. For
instance, the volume of our
bilateral trade has more than
doubled since 2010. And yet,
the post-Soviet deceleration
in our relations, when Africa
was largely neglected in Mos-
cow, still echoes.

Traditionally the Russian-
Tanzanian exports and im-
ports are mostly comprised
of agricultural products, such
as cereals, tobacco, coffee,
tea, seeds, spices and so on.
I am firmly convinced that,
while maintaining sustain-
able trade growth, we should
take joint efforts to increase
the share of processed and
industrial products in our
trade structure. In particu-
lar, Tanzania’s industrializa-
tion agenda and its growing
demand for industrial goods
like machinery and high-tech
products give us a reason to
look for ways to diversify the
structure of our business in-
teraction.

Our cooperation in eco-
nomic sphere has been gain-
ing momentum step by step.
This trend involves the indus-
trial sector among others. It
deals with participation of
Russian business in mining,
railway construction and
other ventures in Tanzania.
Russia is looking for oppor-
tunities to supply hardware
products in this country such
as locomotives, pipes, ma-
chinery, etc. The Tanzanian

energy sector looks attractive
to Russian companies as well.

I should mention tourism
as one of the most promising
areas of our cooperation. Tan-
zania is a well-known tourist
destination and, before the
COVID-19 outbreak, the num-
ber of Russian visitors was in-
creasing by 10-20% annually. I
have every reason to believe
that the tourist flow from Rus-
sia to Tanzania should regain
its pre-pandemic level short-
ly. We are looking forward to
resumption of frequent char-
ter flights between Russia
and Zanzibar.

Hopefully, we are on the
verge of signing a new bilat-
eral Air Service Agreement
between the Government
of the Russian Federation
and the Government of the
United Republic of Tanzania
that, in particular, would add
Zanzibar to the list of destina-
tions for regular direct flights
operated by our airlines. 1
visualize Tanzania as one of
the favorite attractions for
Russian rank and file tourists
in line with such destinations
as Turkey, Egypt, Thailand or
Indonesia.

Which are the main sec-
tors that Russian compa-
nies are targeting to invest
in Tanzania? Is there any
project that Russia is al-
ready implementing in re-
gard to the development
of Tanzania?

I have already outlined
the principal directions with
regard to Tanzanian mar-
ket that Russian businesses
display interest in. Now let
me further elaborate on this
issue. We in Moscow heed
Tanzania’s new resolute ap-
proach towards attracting in-
vestments and improving the
business climate in the coun-
try. And, as I said, Russians are
ready to provide support for
Tanzania’s industrialization
agenda.

Tanzania is one of the few
countries in the world en-
dowed with rich uranium

deposits in the Mkuju River
area and our Uranium One
company has invested in this
mine, which is ready to start
production. However, long-
term negative price dynamics
of the world uranium market
have prevented us and our
Tanzanian partners from
turning this facility fully op-
erational. No matter what, we
believe in huge potential of
the project and are confident
that it should become cost-
effective in the nearest future.

Russian-Tanzanian co-
operation in the peaceful
use of nuclear energy looks
very promising, taking into
account Russia’s extensive
scientific and technical ca-
pabilities as well as Tanza-
nia’s uranium deposits and
its growing demand for new
energy sources. One of the
important initiatives in this
area is the construction of a
Center for Nuclear Science,
Technology and Innovation
in Tanzania based on a nucle-
ar research reactor of Russian
design (Russia is currently
building similar centers in
Zambia and some other Af-
rican countries). In addition,
our cooperation might em-
brace the use of nuclear tech-
nologies in medicine, various
industries and agriculture.
All areas of cooperation will
be set forth in the nearly
concluded Memorandum of
Understanding between the
Russian State Atomic Energy
Corporation (ROSATOM) and
the Tanzania Atomic Energy
Commission (TAEC).

It is common knowledge
that advanced economy must
be diversified in terms of en-
ergy sources and, in my opin-
ion, Tanzania is on the right
track to this goal. Concerning
the ongoing development of
hydropower engineering in
the country as well as Tan-
zania’s plans to develop gas
power plants, the Russian
manufacturers, like QJSC
Power Machines can offer
Tanzania their industrial tur-
bine units, turbogenerators

and other technical equip-
ment for hydro and gas pow-
er stations. Moreover, having
considerable potential to be-
come the natural gas energy
hub in East Africa, Tanzania
will certainly need a well-de-
veloped network of pipelines.
This fact opens opportunities
for fruitful cooperation with
Russia’s producers and sup-
pliers of large diameter pipes
as well as oil and gas equip-
ment including those for LNG
transportation and storage.

Tanzania’s pace of imple-
mentation of transport and
especially railway agenda,
another component of in-
dustrialization, can only be
admired and lauded. The am-
bitious plans to connect the
Indian Ocean coast and Cen-
tral African countries with a
railway network impress the
Russian railway constructors
and transport manufacturers,
who have broad expertise in
international transport and
logistics  services, interna-
tional passenger transporta-
tion, construction, repair and
modernization of railways
infrastructure as well as its
management. For instance,
I would like to mention the
state-owned Russian Rail-
ways and Sinara - Transport
Machines companies, the
latter being one of the larg-
est Russian manufacturers of
transport engineering equip-
ment and machines.

With a view of facilitating
Tanzania’s development,
both our countries signed
the Debt Swap Agreement in
2011 aimed at easing the Tan-
zanian foreign debt commit-
ments by redirecting funds to
development projects in this
country. Under this Agree-
ment we have launched the
project “Supply of labora-
tory equipment for classes of
chemistry, biology and phys-
ics for the secondary schools
of the United Republic of Tan-
zania”. I hope that we should
see the start of its practical
implementation one of these
days.

Among the most important
channels of Russian invest-
ments in Tanzania’s devel-
opment is the provision of
Russian governmental schol-
arships to local students. A
large number of Soviet and
Russian trained graduates
have figured as prominent
and efficient performers in-
volved in all walks of life of
this country. For the last few
years the number of scholar-
ships granted for Tanzanian
students on an annual basis
has been steadily increasing.

What is the progress of
the formation of the Joint
Permanent Commission?

Both countries are in the
final stage of finalizing the
Intergovern-mental Agree-
ment establishing the JPC
which is supposed to pro-
mote, oversee and coordinate
our economic cooperation
including;

-identifying priorities of co-
operation in different spheres
including mining, energy and
tourism sectors;

- assisting business com-
munities of both countries
in developing the bilateral
trade;

- removing trade barriers
and restrictions;

- exchanging relevant in-
formation and technologies
in order to support industrial
and trade sectors.

The Russian side is ready to
consider technology transfer
as a new direction of our co-
operation.

What is the status of the
planned Russia-Africa
Summit in 2022?

Moscow continues prepa-
rations for the second Rus-
sia-Africa Summit that is ex-
pected to take place in 2022.
In May 2020 the Russian
Foreign Ministry established
the Secretariat of the Russia-
Africa Partnership Forum. Its
main objective is to prepare
Russian-African  high-level
meetings and to coordinate
the implementation of deci-

sions approved by them. A
coordination center, a public
council and a scientific coun-
cil have been set up under it.
They represent ministries,
agencies, business and pub-
lic organizations engaged in
the development of relations
with the African continent.
These three councils are
working out concrete propos-
als for consolidating Russian-
African cooperation.

In April 2021 Mr. Oleg Oze-
rov, Ambassador-at-Large
and Head of the Secretariat
of the Russia-Africa Partner-
ship Forum visited Tanzania
where he held meetings with
Dr. Peter Mathuki, Secretary-
General of the East African
Community, in Arusha and
Amb. Mbarouk Nassor Mba-
rouk, Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs and East Af-
rican Cooperation, in Dar-
es-Salaam. They discussed
issues related to bilateral co-
operation and preparation
for the next Russia-Africa
Summit in 2022.

Moreover, the Association
for Economic Cooperation
with African Countries has
been instituted, which brings
together large Russian com-
panies active on the African
markets. There are plans to
develop roadmaps for Russia-
Africa economic, scientific
and humanitarian coopera-
tion.

The venue and timeframe
of the Russia-Africa summit
in 2022 are to be determined
in the near future. It was sup-
posed initially that the event
would be held in one of the
African locations. However,
due to reasons dealing with
the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Russian side may be inclined
to propose Saint Petersburg
as the most appropriate place
to host this forum.

I would like to remind that
in 2019 all 54 African coun-
tries as well as eight major
African multilateral organiza-
tions and integration associa-
tions participated in the first
Russia-Africa Summit.

60 years of cultural relations between Russia and Tanzania

by Ms. Maria Pateeva
Director of the Russian House

Today we note with great
pleasure that 60 years of re-
lations between Russia and
Tanzania have been truly
friendly, with open coopera-
tion and mutual understand-
ing. And half of this period
exists the Russian Centre for
Science and Culture (RCSC) or
how we call it now - Russian
House, which was opened
on December 1st, 1990 at Sea
View Road in Dar es Salaam.
The Centre conducts its work
in accordance with the Agree-
ment on cultural and scientific
cooperation which was signed
between the Governments of
Soviet Union and Tanzania
in 1977. Today, it is one of the
73 Russian Cultural Centres
opened by the Russian gov-
ernment worldwide. These
cultural centres are managed
by “Rossotrudnichestvo” - the
Russian Federal Agency for
International Humanitarian
Cooperation headed by well-
known Russian journalist
Yevgeny Primakov.

The task of the RCSC in Dar
es Salaam is to strengthen the
traditional friendly ties be-
tween our countries. And, of
course, it is very important to
acquaint the general Tanzani-
an public with the Russian life
and Russian culture. For this,
the Centre holds various cul-
tural events, such as concerts
by Russian musicians and vo-
calists, performances of ballet
dancers, exhibitions of works
by Russian artists, photo exhi-
bitions, film shows depicting
the history of Russia as well
as contemporary Russian life,
translation and publication

in Swahili of world-famous
works of Russian literature
(Pushkin, Gogol, Sholokhov,
Dostoyevsky etc). Earlier,
many works of Russian classi-
cal and contemporary litera-
ture, and especially children’s
literature, were translated and
published in the Soviet Union
for Tanzania. The RCSC is en-
deavouring to continue this
tradition through collabora-
tion with Tanzanian publish-
ing houses like «Mkuki na Nyo-
ta», «Ndanda Mission Press»
and «Red Me». Incidentally, in
the 60’s of the past century,
classical works of contem-
porary Swahili literature by
Shaaban Robert were trans-
lated to Russian language and
were published in Russia.

We have to know each oth-
er and that is why Swahili in
Russia is an outstanding item,
worth of a special attention,
because it is also important to
help Russians to know more
about Tanzania.

The beginning of Swahili
studies in Russia can be traced
back to the 1930s. At that time
scholars headed by Russian
patriarch of African stud-
ies Dmitry Olderogge were
translating the texts of Swahili
folktales and fables for new
language courses established
in Saint Petersburg (former
Leningrad). The first Swahili-
Russian Dictionary contained
only 5000 words was pub-
lished in 1930 while in the
modern Swahili-Russian and
Russian-Swahili ~ dictionaries
of 2012 and 2018 respectively
there are more than 40000
words.

A fresh impetus to Swa-
hili studies was given in the
1960s when the Soviet Union

became a significant player
in the African political and
economic arena. The first
works of a Swahili-writer
translated into Russian were
those of Shaaban Robert, the
major figure in modern Swa-
hili writing. The collection of
his works titled “My life” was
published in Moscow in 1968.
Another notable publication
of a Swahili writer in Russia
was a translation of two novels
of Shafi Adam Shafi. His first
translated novel “Kuli” told
the readers about the struggle
of Zanzibari workers against
colonial abuse in the 1940s,
while the second one, “Kasri
ya Mwinyi Fuad”, was about
the Zanzibari Revolution of
1964. Generally, the most of
the translations of these and
other Swahili texts into Rus-
sian were done by the gradu-
ates of the African studies de-
partments at the universities
of Moscow and Leningrad
who wanted to familiarize the
local public with the African
culture and people. The im-
pressive heritage of famous
Tanzanian authors proved to
be one of the most effective
and at the same time pleas-
ing instruments to pursue this
aim.
Nowadays, the Swahili stud-
ies continue to develop in
Russia thanks to the existing
solid academic basis as well as
prominent linguists and his-
torians who have greatly con-
tributed to promoting Swahili
across the globe. Incomplete
list of the scholars includes
Andrey Zhukov, Natalia Okho-
tina, Nelly Gromova, Natalia
Petrenko, Ekaterina Miachina,
Rifat Pateev, Mikhail Gromov.
The Russian government has

four universities that teach
Swahili. Namely - Institute of
Asian and African Studies of
Lomonosov Moscow State
University, Saint Petersburg
State University, Moscow State
University of International
Relations and Kazan Federal
University. Their graduates
strengthen  Russian-African
relations and, in particular, the
Russian-Tanzanian ties in the
diplomatic, economic and cul-
tural fields.

The radio program “Tui-
kumbukie Urusi” deserves
a particular mention. It is
prepared in Swahili by the
RCSC and is aired on “Radio
Tumaini” every Saturday, nar-
rating various themes about
Russia. Graduates of Russian
universities are often invited
to participate, and they mostly
talk about their student years
in Russia. The purpose of this
program is to popularize the
high-quality Russian educa-
tion.

About the development
of scientific cooperation be-
tween Russian and Tanzanian
scientists we can say that the
RCSC organizes presentations
by Russian scientists at Tan-
zanian universities and also
trips of Tanzanian scientists
to Russia, research projects
undertaken by Russian scien-
tists in Tanzania in collabora-
tion with their Tanzanian col-
leagues, and provides support
in conducting joint scientific
conferences. Since 2005, Rus-
sian anthropologists, working
together with Tanzanian sci-
entists, have been conduct-
ing research work in areas
where the Hadza, Dotoga and
Masai live. Over the years sci-
entists from the Institute for

African Studies of the Russian
Academy of Sciences with
the support of Dar es Salaam
University and the RCSC have
conducted extensive sociolog-
ical researches. The work of
anthropologists, sociologists
and philologists has resulted
into scientific monographs of
great interest for the develop-
ment of world African studies.

In 2005, the centre pre-
pared a publication at the
“Mkuki na Nyota” publishing
house of a collection of arti-
cles by Russian scientists-Afti-
canists and diplomats on the
theoretical legacy of Julius Ny-
erere entitled “Julius Nyerere
- Humanist Politician Thinker”

In March 2019, the Institute
for African Studies, together
with the Mwalimu Nyerere
Memorial Academy, held a
large international scientific
conference dedicated to the
problems of state-building
in Africa. Thanks to the or-
ganizational support from
the RCSC, 20 Africanists from
Russia were able to take part
in it. In November 2020, at the
initiative of the RCSC in Dar
es Salaam, a scientific confer-
ence dedicated to the 60th an-
niversary of the “Declaration
of the UN General Assembly
on the Granting of Independ-
ence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples” was held. 50
reports by scientists from Rus-
sia, Tanzania and other Afii-
can countries were presented
at it. Unfortunately, due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, the con-
ference had to be held online.
Internships for Russian stu-
dents are regularly held at the
Russian House.

It is worth pointing out that
now in Tanzania keen interest

in classical music and opera
vocals as well as in Russian
classical ballet has risen very
significantly, as evidenced by
a big interest of Tanzanians to
the charity concerts that are
held at the RCSC with the hall
being filled to capacity.

In 2021, the RCSC held the
4th Russian Children’s Songs
Festival in Dar es Salaam. Tan-
zanian children enthusiasti-
cally take to the stage of the
Main Hall of the Russian House
and sing children’s songs, on
which more than one genera-
tion of Russians have grown
up. In this year’s gala concert,
186 performers aged 4 to 18
years old took part.

We can't forget here an as-
sistance to Tanzania in train-
ing of highly qualified national
personnel for all sectors of the
economy, health care and sci-
ence.

In 60 years of independ-
ence, more than 3 thousand
Tanzanians have received de-
grees from Soviet and Russian
universities. Today they are
successfully working for the
wellbeing of their country.

The RCSC recruits students
to study in Russia on schol-
arships granted by the gov-
ernment of the Russian Fed-
eration. In this new academic
year the number of Tanzani-
ans who will receive free edu-
cation scholarships will be 50.

The Russian House pays
big attention to populariza-
tion of the Russian language.
For many years, the RCSC has
been running Russian lan-
guage courses which are at-
tended mainly by young Tan-
zanians preparing for travel to
Russia to pursue higher stud-
ies. But in recent years, due

to the growing popularity of
Tanzania among Russian tour-
ists, Russian language is now
in high demand in the coun-
try’s tourism business, which
occupies an important place
in its economy. Therefore, the
RCSC is opening branches
for Russian language courses
in other regions of Tanzania,
for example, in Zanzibar and
Arusha, which are principal
destinations of many tourists
from Russia.

The Russian House is doing
its best to assist the develop-
ment of Tanzanian national
culture. For many years it
has been a base for creative
arts teams - musicians, danc-
ers, theatre groups, etc. Here,
they get the opportunity to
rehearse every day for free,
to hold their concerts and art
exhibitions. The center hosts
Tanzanian sports groups, it
has a books’ and video library
which are free for Tanzanians.

In October 2021 the musical
play “The Tale of King Saltan”
was staged at the 40th Inter-
national Art Festival at Baga-
moyo. The staging of the musi-
cal performance is a project of
the Russian House. The RCSC
invited the country’s famous
theatre troupe “Baba Watoto”
for its stage implementation.
The performance turned out
to be one of the central events
of the Festival, the guest of
honor to which was the coun-
try’s well-known public and
political figure Mr. Jakaya Kik-
wete, who served as the Presi-
dent of the United Republic of
Tanzania from 2005 to 2015.

This is now the second Tan-
zanian musical play in Swa-
hili to be staged by the Rus-
sian Centre for Science and

Culture in Dar es Salaam. The
first was a performance based
on Pushkin’s “The Tale of
the Fisherman and the Fish”.
Tanzanians still remember its
screening on the state televi-
sion channel “TBC” as well as
its premiere at the Bagamoyo
Festival in 2005.

Over all 30 years of its activi-
ties on the field of cultural co-
operation the RCSC has been
accorded good understanding
and friendly support from the
government as well as from
ordinary Tanzanians. Here, at
least a few of our Tanzanian
friends should be mentioned
who have helped and assisted
the Centre in our work. These
are: a graduate of the Patrice
Lumumba Friendship Univer-
sity Elizabeth Magambo, who,
back in 1988 helped us to pur-
chase a beautiful building for
the Centre in one of the best
districts of Dar es Salaam - Sea
View Road, another graduate
of the same famous university
- Benjamin Mhina, who unfor-
tunately died last year, having
worked for a long time as an
administrator of the RCSC,
and Wilhelmina Malima, a
graduate of the University in
Rostov-on-Don, who replaced
him. Others are - the famous
Tanzanian journalist Saidi
Nguba, artist Muzu Suleimanji
and the book publisher Wal-
ter Bgoya, translator Joshua
Madumulla, historian Audax
Mabulla. This list can be con-
tinued...

The Russian Centre will
continue its contribution to
strengthening friendship be-
tween Russia and Tanzania
and to the development of
cultural ties between the two
countries.
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At 60 years of independence: We may
just be taking off with industrialisation

INDEPENDENCE Day celebra-
tions were marked with pomp
and pageantry, the gallantry of
the armed forces, decorations
and memories of those who have
greatly contributed to commu-
nity causes and overall develop-
ment efforts over the years. The
summation of this experience
given by cabinet ministers and
finally President Samia Suluhu
Hassan has unavoidably focused
on the phenomenal expansion of
social services. In some achieve-
ments we did not dream of, like
being ranked among African coun-
tries - just a few of them - dotted
with the most advanced facilities
for surgical and non-surgical inter-
ventions now.

There is a hidden datum that is
being observed as part of routine
assessments of the nearly nine
months since the president took
office  mid-March, namely the
surge in investment projects at the
Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC).
Admittedly not all investments
pass by that centre, as usually those
that their movers need rather ex-
pansive spaces where upwards of
ten hectares may be asked to be
allocated by the public authorities.
Many others middle and lower lev-
el industrialists or service provid-
ers, brand goods representatives,
etc just enter town and consult all
sorts of freelance dealers or bro-
kers. It is market forces.

It is such investors who set the
pace for the price of land, and
when complementary govern-
ment efforts like improving of
streets, making sure lights are eve-
rywhere at night, even clearing out
wooden stalls planted everywhere
on major roads, which also influ-

ence demand for land by location,
and pricing. In all those regards it
can be said that the country is do-
ing well, as we don’t have excessive
concentration of demand for land,
and instead the demand, building
initiatives, is spread out. At the in-
dustrial level as well it can’t be said
that most industries are located in
Dar es Salaam, Coast and Moro-
goro regions but wider.

Facilitating investments espe-
cially industries needs ample avail-
ability land at a person to person
level rather than through state al-
location. The reason is that state
allocated land is poor security
in commercial banks as the one
who is entrusted the use of such
land has constraints on changing
its occupancy or the character for
which land is put to use. Being con-
strained to follow an investment
path charted out by state agencies
easily leads to failure, as the reason
for that path is that one provides a
service, not seek profits.

In what is known as a ‘win-win’
situation, this attitude is being
checked at present, with inves-
tors more free to determine
what to do, as often they are set-
ting up new projects rather than
picking up failed state enter-
prises. So long as conditions of
entry are eased, with far less bu-
reaucracy on acquisition of land
(by mapping out most land and
elevate land ownership in villag-
es to townships, as it was being
mooted of late), more investors
will come in. Many village youths
are now found in towns, so re-
taining the law of customary land
titles disenfranchises those who
come to town, that only villagers
can use, dispose land.

International Mountain Day closely
linked with environmental pursuits

DECEMBER 11 is recognizes
as International Mountain Day
(IMD) all over the world for ac-
tivists, with this year’s theme
touching on sustainable moun-
tain tourism. This day is among
the more recent among United
Nations memory days, dating
from 2002, as increasing atten-
tion to the importance of moun-
tains led the UN to declare 2002
as the UN International Year of
Mountains. In that case the first
international day was celebrat-
ed for the first time the follow-
ing year, 2003 but chroniclers
say its roots date back to 1992,
when global environmental ac-
tivists agreed on a document,
“Managing Fragile Ecosystems:
Sustainable Mountain Develop-
ment,” which in Tanzania has
ample relevance to Kilimanjaro
tourism.

This document was known as
Chapter 13 of the global action
plan known as Agenda 21 of the
United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development
(the Rio environmental summit
of 1992) where Agenda 2lrepre-
sented formulating a plan of ac-
tion for the following century.
The key issue for marking the
day is that sustainable tourism
in mountains can contribute to
creating additional and alter-
native livelihood options and
promoting poverty alleviation.
It also adds to social inclusion
plus landscape and biodiver-
sity conservation. On the whole
activists focus on least damage
options in mountain tourism,
etc.

Activists say it is a way to pre-
serve the natural, cultural and
spiritual heritage of such eco-
systems, to promote local crafts
and high value products and
celebrate traditional practices
such as local festivals. While
Tanzania has a range of moun-
tain tourism activities, the cul-

tural aspect is more developed
on the coastal zone, chiefly in
Zanzibar, where such festivals
are firstly based on the commu-
nity as it is also the case with
traditional population con-
centrations in Dar es Salaam.
Otherwise the local touch is ab-
sorbed by the population mix
as well as increasing moderni-
sation, changing occupations
and scattered habitations.

An online write up says that
mountain  tourism  attracts
around 15 to 20 percent of glob-
al tourism, but then it is one of
the sectors most affected by the
Covid-19 pandemic, affecting
economies, livelihoods, public
services and opportunities on
all continents. It would appear
that there are special restric-
tions with regard to mountains,
which are necessary to protect
mountain communities as tour-
ists tend to come in groups, but
at the same time affect their
income expectations. This has
been the case for communities
on the slopes of Mount Kiliman-
jaro, affected both by dwindling
visitations during lockdown,
and surging cases.

It isn’'t clear by how much
the Covid-19 crisis can be taken
as an opportunity to rethink
mountain tourism and its im-
pact on natural resources and
livelihoods, what it takes to
manage it better and to har-
ness it towards a more resil-
ient, green and inclusive future.
There is debate for instance on
including electric cars to join
points in mountain viewing as
opposed to actually climbing,
which some environmental
groups argue against that idea.
Maybe a parliamentary com-
mittee visit to the area and in-
terviewing various stakehold-
ers could help the ministry sort
out the issue.
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CPC’s achievements of 100 years:
Lessons for African countries

By Dr Darius Mukiza

FROM 8th to 11th November, the sixth
plenary session of the 19th Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Commit-
tee was held in Beijing, which aims at
examining the main achievements and
historical experience accumulated over
the past 100 years since the CPC was
founded.

The session that showed the CPC’s
effort to systematize its experience will
help the Chinese people and the rest of
the world better understand the CPC
and future steps in China’s socialist con-
struction.

One could say that the session aimed
at showing how the CPC delineated a
path for the construction of socialism
that has made China an industrialized
economy and one of the greatest na-
tions in today’s world.

The persistence in the cause of so-
cialism has defined the meaning and
importance of the CPC in the develop-
ment of China.

For African countries, the important
message sent by the said session is that
in order to bring sound and viable de-
velopment, formation and implementa-
tion of practicable political ideology is
vital.

In 1978, when China introduced the
reforms and opening-up policy, China’s
development level was almost the same
with that of many African countries.
However, many African countries took
different paths of development while
the CPC led China to start a new stage
of development through the model of
socialism with Chinese characteristics
that has served as an example for all de-
veloping countries today.

After winning independence, Afri-
can countries had to decide what type
of state to put into place, and between
1950 and the mid-1980s, thirty-five Af-
rican countries adopted socialism at
some point.

However, socialism in Africa did not
outlive the collapse of the US.SR. in
1991. The loss of a financial supporter
and ally in the form of the U.S.S.R. was
certainly a part of this, but so was the
need for many African states to seek
loans from the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank.

By the 1980s, these institutions re-
quired African states to abolish state
monopolies over production and distri-
bution, and privatize industries before
they would agree to release loans.

The CPC since its founding had
fought with imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism, sought national
independence and the people’s libera-
tion, and created the fundamental so-
cial conditions for realizing national
rejuvenation.

Through this commitment, China has
built an industrial country with a high
level of technology, eliminated extreme
poverty in the country, and moved to-

wards social, political, and economic
progress unprecedented in the his-
tory of China and humanity.

Under the leadership of the CPC,
the world’s largest developing coun-
try has achieved a complete eradi-
cation of extreme poverty, raising
more than 770 million poor people
from extreme poverty since its re-
form and opening up in late 1970s.

This is contrary to Africa where
according to reports in 2021, there
are 490 million people living in ex-
treme poverty, or 36% of the total
population. This number is up from
481 million in 2019.

In December last year, the BBC
published a report by the UK-based
Centre for Economics and Business
Research (CEBR)which shows that
China would overtake the United
States to become the world’s largest
economy by 2028, five years earlier

than previously forecast.

On industrial policy with a high
level of technology, the CPC made
the policy a reform instrument in
China since the late 1980s, playing
a decisive role in China’s develop-
ment from an imperative planned
economy to a market economy with
Chinese characteristics. That is the
reason why the industry has become
one of the most important pillars of
the Chinese economy.

These achievements are made
with the CPC’s ability to improve
and reform itself and maintain its
integrity. Very few political parties
in Africa have reformed, maintained
themselves and achieved similar
successes as the CPC did.

One outstanding exception is Cha-
ma Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) that was
established in 1977 under the lead-
ership of the Father of the Nation,

Mwalimu Julius Nyerere.

Bonded together by the prior per-
sonal friendship between Chairman
Mao Zedong of China and Mwalimu
Julius Nyerere of Tanzania, the two
countries have ever since inspired
each other.

CCM at the age of 44 years has
managed to run the government to
present. One can say that at the age
of 100 years, CCM, like the CPC, will
tell Tanzanians it historical achieve-
ments.

Rural electrification is another
achievement inspired by the CPC
to CCM.According to ESI AFRICA -
Africa’s leading power and energy
journal, Tanzania is leading most of
other African countries by having
electrified 74% of its rural areas.

Tanzania is also constructing the
2,115 megawatts hydro-power project
which is the fulfilment of the dream
of the late Father of the Nation Mwal-
imu Julius Nyerere that will ensure
the availability of sufficient electric-
ity in the country. The project which
is financed by taxpayers’ money at
the cost of Tsh 6 trillion (around US$
3 billion) is expected to be complet-
ed by 2022.

Upon its completion, the project,
which has the reservoir length of 100
km and covering an area of about
1,350 square km, will provide elec-
tricity for the country’s emerging in-
dustries and exporting the surplus to
other East African Countries.

It is enough to say that the social-
ism in China has worked, and the
CPC should be lauded for its success
in eliminating extreme poverty in
the most populous country on earth.

The writer(pictured) is a lec-
turer at School of Journalism and
Mass Communication, University
of Dar es Salaam. Email: rugala-
ma@gmail.com
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Academic performance decides success; yes but not always

HEN we were grow-
ing up, they told us
that education was
the key to success.
We beat ourselves up reading
anything and everything. We liter-
ally burned the midnight oil to get
most if not all the questions right
in class.

They set exams (some of them
unreasonable) but we conformed
to the system anyway. We trust-
ed their word and gave our best.
Some of us scored highly while
others didn’t do very well. They
used this against us. Our score
divided and branded us as either
smart or foolish.

The smart ones were praised
and assured that life would re-
ward them. They would get the
best jobs and live the best lives.
On the other hand, the foolish
ones would work for the smart
ones and live on handouts.

We believed that without ques-
tioning. Back in high school, one
student told his colleague that he
would not amount to anything.
That opinion was purely based
on the student’s academic per-
formance. The system had made
us believe that overall success
and failure depended squarely on
one’s academic qualifications.

Close to a decade later, we are
here questioning everything we
learned. Everything they told us
did not pay off. The irony is in
how life turns out and it’s sicken-
ing. Academic excellence is not a
basis for anything in this world.
Let’s face it, how many testimo-

nies have we read about gradu-
ates holding first-class honors
degrees but struggling? Similar-
ly, how many dropouts and peo-
ple they branded as foolish are
running the streets. The irony
is in what they said about the
smart employing the foolish. The
complete opposite is happening.

After graduating, 1 was privi-
leged to get a job. Through this
time, I earned peanuts. Enough
for me to keep showing up each
day to the office (out of despera-
tion) and enough so that the
employer didn’t lose employees.
I mean, that’s exactly what hap-
pens. We all know this but for
some reason, we keep going.

I love reading, so I read several
books that would help me get
out of my comfort zone. They all
had one thing in common, “quit-
ting formal employment and be-
ing an entrepreneur”. That’s how
millionaires do it, or so they as-
sured. I liked that, and I had read
enough about how to go about
it. Based on what I had learned,
I had a plan in place already. The
remaining part was quitting my
day job and becoming an entre-
preneur.

You see, the books I had read
and vlogs I had watched left out
very important things. Things
that might have prevented the
youth from taking unique paths.
The part where you work thrice
as much. Also, it does not guar-
antee payment, especially dur-
ing the initial months of starting
the venture. Formal employment

provides security in form of a monthly
pay slip. They did not mention that en-
trepreneurs often got for a month with-
out any pay, especially for the first few

months.

The worst part is switching from
working from 9 am to 5 pm to working
day and night. With formal employ-
ment, the employer defines reasonable

always work.

working hours. This is never the case
with entrepreneurship.

Another thing is a pattern. A pattern
that they assured us things without ac-
curate information. Things that do not

It’s time we stopped assuring each
other of things we cannot promise.
Let’s accept the paradox of life. Let's &
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tell our kids that education is
key but also let them know that
it's not guaranteed. Let’s not
brand people who score bad
grades as foolish and lower their
self-esteem during their grow-
ing years. Humans learn better
before they reach twenty years.
If we brand them as foolish, they
are likely not to learn especially
if they believe that they won't
amount to anything.

Acknowledging the irony of
life allows us to be flexible and
expect different outcomes de-
spite doing everything right. It
helps us understand that the
most important part of a plan is
planning or rather counting on
a scenario. Where the plan fails,
we opt for other plans and that's
Okay.

College Comfort Zone
With
Salima Hamisi

saly30@gmail.com
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More effort is needed to manage electrical, electronic waste

By Correspondent Geoffrey Nangai

ASSOR Said, a resident

of Sinza, Dar es Salaam

Region, ventured into his

father’s scrap metals and
Used Lead Acid Batteries (ULABS)
business at a tender age to make
ends meet after failing to continue
with education.

He now sells used lead acid bat-
teries, a booming business that
however has many environmental
and health risks.

“I had no choice but to work with
my father so as to get money and
meet my basic needs. We buy and
sell scrap metals and used batter-
ies. For the used batteries however,
we are supposed to break them into
pieces and remove the acid inside
because buyers want the actual
weight of the battery waste without
the acid inside,” he narrated during
an interview recently.

A spot survey conducted in Dar
es Salaam by this paper last week
established that used lead acid
batteries fetch between 1,000/- to
1,300/- per kilogrammes, depend-
ing on the location.

Said added that they keep the
acid in empty containers in antici-
pation of potential customers who
use the chemical as cleaning deter-
gent for stubborn stains.

“We store the used acid in empty
containers for as long as we can un-
til customers show up. It has never
caused physical damage because
we handle the waste with care,” he
added.

Abdulrazak Mwenge, a mechanic
in Manzese, Dar es Salaam said that
most mechanics use acid from the
batteries to clean various motor ve-
hicle parts.

He however admitted that most
of the time, the chemical is handled
without use of proper Preventive
Protective Equipment (PPE) gears
like hard gloves, glasses and boots.

“While using the used acid to
clean various car parts, the most
important thing is to ensure that
the acid does not get into contact
with our eyes. We have not had
any major accidents apart from the
usual damage of clothes,” he said.

Lead-acid batteries are widely
used in many African countries in-
cluding Tanzania to power every-
thing from cars to telecommunica-
tion equipment to backup electrical
systems. These batteries however
reach the end of their lifespan
and lack of efforts to recycle them
cause widespread environmental
contamination while posing a high
risk for both human health and the

A stockpile of used lead batteries. Inappropriate recycling operations release considerable amounts of lead particles and fumes emitted into
the air, deposited onto soil, water bodies and other surfaces with both environmental and human health risks. Photo/ Correspondent Geoffrey

Nangai

environment in many countries.

As most African countries
lack adequate recycling facili-
ties, many unlicensed battery re-
conditioners and illegal recyclers
of used lead-acid batteries have
come up.

A recent study estimates that
there are between 10,599 to
29,241 informal lead-acid battery-
processing sites where human
health is at risk. The 90-country
study found that informal lead-
acid battery processing sites put
the health of as many as 16.8 mil-
lion people at risk in 2013 alone.

Approximately 86 per cent
of the total global consumption
of lead is for the production of
lead-acid batteries mainly used
in motorised vehicles, storage of
energy generated by photovol-
taic cells and wind turbines, and
for back-up power supplies.

According to the WHO, the
increasing demand for motor ve-
hicles as countries undergo eco-
nomic development and growth
in the use of renewable energy
sources with the need for storage
batteries is directly proportional
to the increasing demand for
lead-acid batteries The batteries
contain large amount of lead ei-
ther as solid metal or lead-oxide
powder.

An average battery can contain
up to 10 kilogrammes of lead.
Recycled lead is a valuable com-

modity for many people in the
developing world, making the
recovery of car batteries known
as Waste Lead-Acid Batteries
(WLAB) or Used Lead-Acid Bat-
teries (ULAB)] a viable and profit-
able business, which is practised
in both formal and informal sec-
tors globally.

In many Low Developed Coun-
tries (LDCs) ULAB recycling and
smelting operations are conduct-
ed in the open, in densely popu-
lated urban areas, and often with
few (if any) pollution controls. In-
appropriate recycling operations
release considerable amounts of
lead particles and fumes emitted
into the air, deposited onto soil,
water bodies and other surfaces,
with both environment and hu-
man health negative impacts.

The limited number of job op-
portunities in the formal sectors
in Tanzania has made youth ex-
plore other options available like
engagement in hazardous waste
management for scrap metals
and Used Lead Acid Batteries
(ULABs) to make ends meet.

It’s against this backdrop that
hazardous waste management
Non-Governmental Organization
Pure Earth organized a workshop
on Sustainable and Environmen-
tally Sound Solutions for the UL-
ABs in Tanzania sponsored by
the United Nations Environment
Programme in Dar es Salaam

mid-week that brought together
various e-waste stakeholders
from both formal and informal
sector to discuss sustainable e-
waste management practices.

Environment stakeholders
however need the government
to harmonise hazardous waste
management policies across vari-
ous sectors to ensure long-term
environmental sustainability in
line with the Basel Convention.

The Basel Convention on the
Transboundary Movement of
Hazardous Wastes and their Dis-
posal was adopted by Tanzania
in 2002 and went into force on
December 12, 2019. It establishes
a framework for control over the
transboundary movements of
hazardous wastes.

Speaking during the workshop,
Pure Earth Country Coordinator,
Abdallah Mkindi, said there is
need for the government to in-
tensify hazardous waste manage-
ment so as to ensure safety of the
people and environment.

“The workshop has been a
good platform for e-waste man-
agement practitioners to share
their experiences. Safety remains
amajor challenge in the aspect of
e-waste management especially
in the informal sector so there
is a need to ensure proper use of
PPEs for the safety of all those in-
volved,” he said.

Mkindi argued that all stake-

holders including manufactures
and importers of electronic
equipment have a role to play in
ensuring sustainability of the en-
vironment.

“We have the laws as a policy
guideline by which the govern-
ment should work around the
clock to ensure the application
of the best practice in hazardous
waste management,” he said.

Daniel Sabai, Senior Lecturer
at the University of Dar es Sa-
laam, said disposal of used lead
acid batteries remains a major
challenge in Tanzania.

“Battery electrolytes contain
sulphuric acid which is classified
as a hazardous waste that can af-
fect the health of those who get
into contact with it. Statistics
show that it also has negative
impacts on the environment,”
he said.

Sabai noted that there is a
need to identify the risks posed
by used lead acid batteries, ana-
lyse the extent of their risks and
if possible, come up with mitiga-
tion measures.

He noted that there is need for
surveillance of the entire used
lead acid batteries cycle to check
health, safety and environmen-
tal compliance in accordance
with Tanzania’s laws.

“There is a need to prepare
and implement a comprehen-
sive lead risk reduction strategy

that should include a legislative framework
for hazardous waste management, occupa-
tional health and safety, provision of licens-
ing and monitoring, social responsibility
and public awareness among other things,”
he said.

Sabai added that importers should be re-
sponsible for ensuring that electrolyte is not
dumped into the environment.

He advised that the country should adopt
a strategy to transfer the risks by export-
ing the recycling process of the hazardous
waste to another country.

Other stakeholders appealed to the gov-
ernment to adopt Extended Producer
Responsibility (EPR) concept of WLABs
management as stipulated in the Bamako
Convention.

Tanzania is one of the 24 African coun-
tries that have since ratified the Bamako
Convention which came into force in 1998
and prohibits the importation of any haz-
ardous (including radioactive) waste into
Africa.

According to Gideon Chilambo, Managing
Director at Chilambo General Trade Com-
pany, improper disposal of waste lead acid
batteries poses huge health and environ-
mental risks to the country.

Chilambo noted that telecommunica-
tion companies in the country are the big-
gest producers of waste lead acid batteries
which are used at the telecommunications
towers.

“Waste lead acid batteries are imported in
the country but we do not have the capacity to
manage their waste as a nation; we do not have
the capacity to dispose of these types of wastes
and the process to return them to respective
manufactures in Europe and Asian countries is
cumbersome. Worse still, the budget needed to
export this kind of waste is so huge,” he said.

He noted that his company which is located
in Kisarawe Industrial park in Coast Region is
presently stranded with 80 tonnes of waste
lithium batteries at its yard, adding that export-
ing one tonne of such waste requires around
500 euros (approximately 13.3m/-).

“The worst part is that these waste lithium
batteries are highly flammable if exposed to
high temperatures. This not only puts the risks
to those engaged in the waste management
process but also puts the lives of the general
public at stake,” he added.

The National Environment Management
Council (NEMC) Enforcement Manager Jamal
Baruti said that the Environmental Manage-
ment (Control and Management of Electri-
cal and Electronic Waste) regulations gazette
number 388 of May 14, 2021 addresses the issue
of electrical and electronic waste.

“The regulation to ensure that management
and disposal of electronic devices from indi-
vidual to company level is already in place.
We will closely work with all the relevant
authorities including the Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA), Tanzania Ports Authority
(TPA) and Tanzania Bureau of Standards
(TBS) to ensure compliance of the regula-
tion,” he said.
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Lesotho government left paralysed and on the brink by in-fighting

By Peter Fabricius

ESOTHO has seemed from the outside to be fairly qui-

et since Moeketsi Majoro took over as prime minister

om the controversial Tom Thabane in May 2020. In

reality, there have been deep rumblings beneath the

surface, and the seemingly dormant volcano in South Africa’s
midst may now be starting to erupt again.

The government and the country have been paralysed for
some time by bitter in-fighting in the All Basotho Convention
(ABC) — the leading party in the six-party governing coalition.

At the heart of the problem is Thabane, who refused to re-
tire to his village after being forced to step down from office.
He has insisted on remaining leader of the ABC. Last week he
orchestrated a Trecall’ by the ABC’s national executive commit-
tee of Majoro from the prime ministership, to be replaced by
water minister Nkaku Kabi.

But Majoro simply refused to go, insisting that only Parlia-
ment could remove him from office. He would probably pre-
vail there as he apparently enjoys the support of the Demo-
cratic Congress, the second-largest party in the coalition, as
well as the others. But that outcome is not guaranteed because
of the notorious fickleness of Lesotho’s politicians.

Majoro’s enemies in the ABC accuse him of playing for time,
hoping the courts will resolve the problem for him. Judicial au-
thorities told Thabane last week he would have to stand trial
from 8 March next year for the murder of his first wife Lipolelo
in 2017 on the eve of his inauguration for a second term as
prime minister.

His current wife Maesiah is co-accused. Thabane’s allies had
demanded that Majoro halts the prosecution or face being
ousted, but the premier said he had no such powers.

On Wednesday Majoro fired Kabi from his cabinet and alleg-
edly ordered the arrest of two senior officials who were impli-
cated in the recall plot. Thabane’s allies call this a declaration
of war and are preparing to expel Majoro from the party. Ma-
joro’s allies have also gone to court seeking an order outlawing
his recall.

“The in-fighting in the ABC has paralysed both the govern-
ment and the country,” says Lesotho newspaper proprietor
Basildon Peta, publisher of Lesotho Times.

One of the victims of the paralysis is the broader political,
constitutional and security sector reform process the South-
ern African Development Community (SADC) initiated six
years ago. SADC intervened at the time through South Africa’s
then deputy president Cyril Ramaphosa, as its special envoy;,
to try to re-stabilise the country after then prime minister Tha-
bane was briefly ousted in a military coup led by military chief
Tlali Kamoli in 2014. Thabane fled to South Africa, which rein-
stated him days later with an armed escort.

Two military chiefs were assassinated in the turmoil that
ensued and SADC leaders launched a reform process, initially
backed by a peacekeeping force. The reforms were supposed
to keep the meddling military out of politics, among other ob-

Lesotho's then-prime minister, Thomas Thabane, on 3 June, 2017 in Maseru, Lesotho. Thabane has refused to retire after beng forced to step down from office in 2020.

jectives.

But the process - which Ramaphosa delegated to retired
deputy judge president Dikgang Moseneke after he became
president in 2018 — has also stalled. Three deadlines for its
completion have been missed. Last week fistfights nearly
broke out in the National Reforms Authority (NRA), the body
set up to oversee the implementation of the reforms, over dis-
agreements about their content.

And this week it seemed on the verge of collapse after the
main opposition party, the Lesotho Congress for Democracy
(LCD), pulled out of the process. The LCD said it was withdraw-
ing to protest against the state’s decision to press treason and
murder charges against its leader, Mothetjoa Metsing.

Metsing, who fled to South Africa last week, has been
charged, alongside Kamoli and others, for the murder of a po-
lice guard who was shot dead during Kamoli’s attempted coup
on 30 August 2014, forcing Thabane to flee to South Africa.
Metsing was suspected of instigating the coup against Tha-
bane, with whom he had fallen out.

Moseneke had ruled some time ago that under the SADC-led
agreement, the charges against Metsing and others should be

suspended, pending the conclusion of the reform process. But
Lesotho’s director of public prosecutions declared she was not
bound by Moseneke and SADC’s decisions, and proceeded to
press charges. The Constitutional Court upheld her decision.

This left the LCD with no choice but to pull out of the reform
process, LCD deputy leader TSeliso Mokhosi said on Wednes-
day. He said the LCD agreed to participate in the reform pro-
cess only if Metsing and other opposition leaders were tried af-
ter the reforms were completed. This was because it expected
the judiciary to be included in the reforms as the LCD didn’'t
trust it in its present form.

Whether or not that is true of the judiciary, it is more gener-
ally true that other important processes depend on the struc-
tural reforms being contemplated. Peta notes, for instance,
that it’s crucial that the country doesn’t go to its next elections
—due by about September next year — before political reforms
have been agreed and implemented.

These would probably include measures to put more em-
phasis on constituency representation and forbid floor-cross-
ing to discourage junior parties from destroying coalition gov-
ernments. The NRA has also proposed that prime ministers

only be removed from office by a two-thirds
majority in Parliament, which would also
enhance stability.

Any collapse or further delays of the re-
form process will aggravate the paralysis in
government that has caused all official ser-
vices to decline and led to an alarming rise
in crime.

This has seen Lesotho being ranked by the
World Population Review as number six in
the world for homicides, Peta said.

“In a nutshell, Lesotho is on the edge
again, and SADC’s efforts to restore sanity
there are faltering,” Peta said.

Clearly Ramaphosa — still SADCs of-
ficial special envoy — needs to find some
more time in his admittedly busy schedule,
which includes launching political reform
in Eswatini, to attend to South Africa’s other
troubled neighbouring kingdom.

DM

China, Africa to renew ties with sincere friendship, equality

By He Yin

HINESE President Xi Jin-

ping attended the open-

ing ceremony of the

Eighth Ministerial Con-
ference of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) and
delivered a keynote speech via
video link on Monday.

He reviewed the traditional
friendship between China and
Africa, gave a positive appraisal
of their cooperation outcomes,
and summarized the spirit of the
China-Africa friendship and co-
operation. His speech provided a
strategic plan and overarching de-
sign for China-Africa cooperation
in the future and drew up a blue-
print for China-Africa friendly
and mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in the new era.

This year marks the 65th anni-
versary of the start of diplomatic
relations between China and Af-
rican countries. Over the past
65 years, China and Africa have
forged unbreakable fraternity in
their struggle against imperialism
and colonialism, and embarked
on a distinct path of cooperation
toward development and revitali-
zation. Together, they have writ-
ten a glorious chapter of mutual
assistance amidst complex chang-
es, and set a shining example for
building a new type of interna-
tional relations.

Chinese President Xi Jinping attends the opening ceremony of the Eighth Ministerial Conference of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC)
via video link and delivers a keynote speech titled Uphold the Tradition of Always Standing Together And Jointly Build a China-Africa Community With a
Shared Future in the New Era, Nov. 29. Xinhua

alism on the international stage to
safeguard the interests of devel-
oping countries, said Senegalese
President Macky Sall.

Over the past decades, with mu-
tual respect and empathy, China
and Africa, have reaped fruits of
cooperation across the African
continent, defining the essence of
good friends, good partners, and
good brothers.

In developing relations with Af-
rica, there are five lines that Chi-
na will not cross: no interference
in African countries’ choice of a
development path fitting their na-
tional conditions; no interference
in African countries’ internal af-
fairs; no imposition of its will on
African countries; no attachment
of political strings to assistance
to Africa; and no pursuit of self-
ish political gains through invest-
ment and financing cooperation
with Africa.

China closely combines Africa’s
independent and sustainable de-
velopment with its own develop-
ment and rejects the zero-sum
game and actions driven by a
narrow pursuit of profit. The ulti-
mate goal is to realize win-win co-
operation. The country is always
standing in solidarity with Africa
and progressing with the latter.

"China will never forget the
profound friendship of African
countries and will remain guided

"Why do China and Africa have
such a close relationship and so
deep a bond of friendship? The
key lies in an everlasting spirit
of China-Africa friendship and
cooperation forged between the
two sides, which features sincere
friendship and equality, win-win
for mutual benefit and common
development, fairness and jus-
tice, and progress with the times
and openness and inclusiveness,"
Xi said in his speech.

This truly captures the rela-
tions of China and Africa working
together in good and hard times
over the past decades, and pro-
vides a source of strength for the
continuous growth of China-Afri-
ca friendly relations, he stressed.

Inheriting and carrying forward
the spirit of China-Africa friend-
ship and cooperation, the two
sides will inject strong impetus
into the building of a high-level
China-Africa community with a
shared future.

The spirit of China-Africa
friendship and cooperation is in-
separable from the heads-of-state
diplomacy, which has facilitated
the long-term steady progress of
China-Africa relations.

Africa was Xi's first destination
of foreign visits after taking office
as the Chinese President in March
2013. So far, he has made four vis-
its to the continent. During the
FOCAC Beijing Summit in 2018,
Xi had one-on-one meetings with

more than 50 national leaders
from Africa to renew friendship,
discuss cooperation, and plan the
future, building a deep bond and
trust with them.

Since the outbreak of COVID-19,
Xi has been encouraging China
and Africa to tide over difficulties
through cooperation and solidar-
ity jointly. He and national leaders
from Africa have maintained fre-
quent high-level communication
via video meetings or telephone
calls. China's assistance for Africa,
including the COVID-19 vaccines,
is highly appraised by African
countries.

Sincere friendship and equality
are distinctive features that keep
China-Africa ties vital. China and

Africa have always been a com-
munity with a shared future. The
Chinese people have shared weal
and woe and mutual assistance
with African people and offered
respect, appreciation, and sup-
port for Africa.

China doubly cherishes its tra-
ditional friendship with Africa,
always takes the solidarity and co-
operation with African countries
as an essential element of China's
foreign policy, and always sup-
ports equality among all nations,
big or small, strong or weak, rich
OT POOT.

China enjoys mutual support
with Africa on issues involving
core interests and major concerns
of either or both, supports Afri-

can countries’ efforts to resolve
their continent’s issues in their
own way, and supports African
countries’ efforts to explore de-
velopment paths suited to their
national conditions.

In recent years, following the
principle of sincerity, real results,
amity, and good faith, and the
principle of pursuing the greater
good and shared interests, China
has worked with African coun-
tries to renew the glorious chap-
ter of high-quality China-Africa
cooperation continuously.

The Chinese side has always re-
spected the independence, sover-
eignty, and culture of Africa, sup-
ported the development of the
continent, and upheld multilater-

by the principle of sincerity, real
results, amity, and good faith
and the principle of pursuing the
greater good and shared interests.
China will work together with
African friends to promote and
carry forward the spirit of China-
Africa friendship and cooperation
from generation to generation," Xi
said in his speech.

Standing at a new historic start-
ing point, China and Africa will
keep maintaining their friend-
ship and equality, continuously
deepening their ties, enhancing
mutual trust, and constantly re-
leasing vitality for China-Africa
friendship.

People’s Daily
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By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Media Women's As-
sociation (TAMWA) Zanzibar di-
rector, Dr Mzuri Issa has urged
community mobilizers, among
women groups to continue push-
ing for women rights, including
leadership positions at different
levels.

She made the remarks during
her meeting with executives from
TAMWA, Zanzibar, Pemba Envi-
ronment, Gender, and Advocacy
Organisation (PEGAO) and com-
munity mobilizers to discuss and
review progress implementation
of the project which is supported
by the Norwegian embassy.

Dr Mzuri said they opted to use
community mobilizers because
they can reach a good number of
women including those living in
peripherals.

She said through conversation
with the women it is easier to
identify their challenges and help
them to demand for their demo-
cratic rights and leadership.

“Our responsibility is to ensure
accountability to each of us and
institutions; we need to follow
up on transparency to ensure
women get all their rights,” said
Dr Mzuri.

She insisted on finding solu-
tions to identified challenges to

reach the project target which
is to see women enjoying their
rights. She mentioned some of
the areas that need close moni-
toring such as access to health
services, failure to get national
identity cards and other social
services.

Eelier, PEGAO director, Hafidh
Abdi Said added that communi-
ty mobilizers have done a great
job in reaching people at grass
roots level and been able to iden-
tify challenges which have been
worked on.

“We managed to reach many
people in our community; but we
are still working on the various
challenges identified during our
meetings. Coming up with solu-
tions would enable us to achieve
the project goals,” said Hafidh.

Rukia Ibrahim, who works as
a community mobilizer in Wete
District, North Pemba Region,
said their aim was to reach peo-
ple particularly women, identify
their challenges and help them to
find solutions.

“We noticed poor health servic-
es at most of the health facilities
in Wete District and reported the
matter to responsible authori-
ties. We are thankful that they are
working to find a solution to the,”
she said.

Maryam Said, they have been
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Community mobilisers urged to
continue pushing for women rights

TAMWA Zanzibar, Dr Mzuri Issa speaks with community mobilisers in Pemba Islands

encouraging women to join po-
litical parties and contest for
various posts when it comes to
general elections.

Khalfan Amour Mohamed un-
derlined the need for increased
transparency and accountability
to achieve the targeted project

goals.

The four years project is imple-
mented in Zanzibar by TAMWA
in collaboration with the Zanzi-

wwwwwwwwwwwww

bar Female Lawyers Association
(ZAFELA) and PEGAO with finan-
cial support from the Norwegian
embassy in Tanzania.

‘UTT AMIS doing well despite COVID-19 pandemic challenges’

By Getrude Mbago

THE UTT Asset Management
and Investor Services Plc (UTT
AMIS) have continued to per-
form well with the number of
investors also mounting, de-
spite challenges brought by
COVID-19 pandemic, the com-
pany's management has said.

UTT AMIS is a collective in-
vestment scheme established to
develop collective investment
schemes in Tanzania; acquiring
and keeping in-trust the shares
of privatized enterprises and
encouraging savings culture

through wide participation in
the ownership of distributed
shares / units.

Addressing journalists in Dar
es Salaam during the weekend
in the sidelines of the Funds’
annual general meeting, Simion
Migangala, managing director
UTT AMIS said the institution
has performed well in the last
fiscal year ended in June 2021
with its Umoja Fund annual re-
turns remained strong increas-
ing to 16.6 percent from 10.3 per-
cent recorded in the preceding
financial year. He said Watoto
Fund recorded an impressive

return of 19.9 percent for the
financial year ended June 2021
compared to 12.7 percent in the
previous year where the

“Wekeza Maisha annual re-
turns remained strong and im-
pressive, increasing to 256 in
the Year 2020/21 from 24 per-
cent recorded in the preceding
financial year. It offers two-fold
benefits to investors, being long
term capital appreciation out of
investments made and Life In-
surance cover provided by the
scheme,” he said.

He said during the year, the
scheme’s fund size rose by 04

billion (+28.6 percent) to reach
1.8bn/- compared to 14bn/- in
the previous year. The Net As-
set Value per unit appreciated
by 125.8/- (+25.6 percent), from
491.5/- to 617.3/- per unit for
the year ended 30th June 2021.
Chairman

Casmir Kyuki, chairman of
the UTT AMIS board said de-
spite challenges that the World
and the African continent are
going through, economic indi-
cators show that the Tanzanian
economy continues to do well
driven by construction, trans-
port and storage, agriculture,

manufacturing and mining that
all together contributed 60.8
percent of real gross domestic
product. “As regards perfor-
mance for the financial year
ended on 30 June 2021, eco-
nomic indicators show that UTT
AMIS and the funds under man-
agement performed very well
notwithstanding the challenges
mentioned. Funds under man-
agement increased from 412.8/-
on 30 June 2020 to 619.6bn/-on
30 June 2021. This indicates an
increase of 206.8bn/- which is
50 percent compared to an in-
crease of 122.02bn/- in the pre-

vious financial year. It is for the
first time since establishment
that UTT AMIS has been able to
achieve this level of growth in
one year,” he said.

Growth in fund size is also
2021 supported by the increase
in the number of investors in
the schemes that went up by
12,798. For the year under re-
view, returns to investors in all
the funds under management
were very good.

He said the company contin-
ues with implementation of the
five year Strategic Plan to June
2024, technology plays an im-

portant role. Accordingly, the
Company launched services
through mobile

The chairman said the com-
pany will continue with the im-
plementation of priorities set in
the plan including improving
existing products and services
and identifying new business
lines for the benefit of inves-
tors, shareholders and other
stakeholders. “UTT AMIS will
also continue working on mod-
ernization of operations and
ensuring that investors obtain
the best returns that the market
may provide,” he added.

Execution of education projects in
Lindi region impresses TEA board

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Education Author-
ity (TEA) has expressed satisfaction
with progress implementation of
education projects which seeks to
improve the teaching and learn-
ing environment for primary and
secondary schools in Lindi Re-
gion.

Under the programme, TEA
provided 100m/- for construction
of four teacher’s houses and an-
other 120m/- for construction of
six classrooms.

Schools that have received the
funds are Kassim Majaliwa sec-
ondary school in Ruangwa Dis-
trict, Ngwenya and Mnimbila
primary schools in Lindi district
council.

In a recent visit to the projects
TEA board members expressed
satisfaction with the way the
projects have been executed,
whereby many of them are nearly
completed, while one of them is at
final stages.

TEA board chairperson, Prof
Bernadeta Killian applauded
teachers and district leaders for
proper supervision saying what
they have seen is different from
information they received before
visiting the area.

“The work you are doing is in
line with the amount of money
provided by TEA from the Educa-
tion Fund. Tanzania is big, learning
and teaching infrastructure is also
a challenge; we need to continue
using the available resources to
increase the quality of education,”
said Prof Killian.

Ngwenya primary school head
teacher Masaninga Twende noted
that construction of three class-
rooms at the school has improved
the learning environment although
they still need one classroom and
teachers' houses.

He added that construction of the
classrooms will reduce the number
of school drop outs because pu-
pils would be enrolled at nearby
schools. He said previously, most of
the pupils registered for Standard
One were dropping from school
due to long walking distances.

The new classrooms have elevat-
ed the school to a primary school
serving the nearby community
whereas 9 out 12 pupils who sat for
Standard Seven national examina-
tions passed, and will be joining
Form One next year.

TEA carries out its functions un-
der the supervision of the Ministry
of Education, Science and Technol-
ogy while overseeing the commit-

TEA board members inspect one of the classrooms construction in Lindi region

ment to raise financial resources and equipment
for the Education Fund and effectively allocate

the resources to various areas to finance educa-

tion projects to improve access to quality educa-
tion. Establishment of TEA as a corporate body
mandated to manage the education fund is a

positive move to addressing the problem of fi-
nancing education.
Established under the Education Fund Act of
2001, the fund was officially launched on March
11, 2005, with the aim to secure adequate and
stable financing for education; raise the qual-

ity of education and increase access and equity;
develop and review periodically the formula for
allocation and disbursement from the Fund to
different education levels; as well as monitor the
use of the funds disbursed and ensure adher-
ence to objectives of the Fund.

By Guardian Correspondent,

Musoma

A Swedish development
cooperation  organisation—-VI
Agroforestry (Vi-skogen) has
been commended for promot-
ing agroforestry in the country.

Musoma municipal Mayor
Patrick Gumbo made the re-
marks last week here when
speaking at the just-ended 2021
VI Agroforestry symposium,
themed: ‘Agroforestry for im-
proved Environment and In-

come’, which aims to improve
people’s living conditions and
reducing the effects of climate

change.
He said the presence of VI
Agroforestry  support had

greatly helped to spread envi-
ronmental education aware-
ness to farmers in the region.
Apart from environment
conservation awareness and
skills, Gumbo also cited im-

proved farmer’s income food
security as other benefits re-
sulting from presence of the VI
Agroforestry support in the re-
gion. Mara is home to Serengeti
National Park and Mara River
which supports lives of more
than 1.1 million people in Tan-
zania and Kenya.

Around 1,200 trees were
planted at Mwalimu Nyerere
Memorial Hospital (Kwangwa)

as part of the symposium that
attracted a large number of
participants from Mara region
and other parts of the country.

Musoma District Commis-
sioner (DC) Dr Halfan Haule
also thanked VI-Agroforestry
for making the three-day agro-
forestry symposium a success
story in the region.

The DC presented certifi-
cates of participation and vari-

Swedish VI agroforestry wins govt’s accolades

ous prizes to 16 organizations
that took part in the agrofor-
estry symposium was hosted
by Africa Inland Church of
Tanzania (AICT) at Mara and
Ukerewe Diocese through its
development organization
called Inland Development ser-
vices (IDS). VI Agroforestry is
a Swedish development coop-
eration organization that pri-
oritizes agroforestry in fighting

level to ensure that all villages
in the country plant tree farms
in efforts to tame effects of cli-

poverty and climate change.
The symposium was de-
signed to spread a message on
the role of agroforestry in im-
proving lives of people through
income and combating the ef-
fects of climate change.
Opening the symposium,
Selemani Jafo, minister of State
in the Vice President’s Office
(Union and Environment) di-
rected leaders at grassroots

mate change. He urged village
leaders to ensure that every
household plants trees to com-
plement government efforts
towards environmental con-
servation.

He said it is important for
every village and household to
embrace the culture of plant-
ing and caring for trees, a step
that would help in the fight
against climate change.
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US "democracy summit’ seen as divisive move

By Cao Desheng

S Beijing has offered a

Global Development

Initiative to rally in-

ternational efforts to
combat the COVID-19 pandemic
and promote economic recovery,
Washington is convening its so-
called Summit for Democracy on
Thursday and Friday, a move that
observers said would serve to sow
the seeds of division and confron-
tation worldwide.

But after the world watched the
disregard for rule of law and mis-
trust of elections spread through-
out the United States, the ques-
tion is what moral authority does
Washington have to lecture the
rest of the world about democra-
cy, they said.

Addressing the 14th Bali Democ-
racy Forum on Thursday, State
Councilor and Foreign Minister
Wang Yi reiterated that democ-
racy is not the privilege of an in-
dividual country but the right of
people from all countries.

Some preach that Western-style
democracy is a yardstick for de-
mocracy and they try to export
it to, or impose it on other parts
of the world, while others take
a certain country's model of de-
mocracy as a dividing line to incite
competition between different
political systems and ideologies,
Wang said in a video speech. "Such
assertions are not true democracy,
but hypocrisy in the name of de-
mocracy,” he added.

The decision by US President Joe
Biden's administration to hand-
pick which countries and regions

ought to participate in his "Sum-
mit for Democracy" constitutes a
return to obsolete Cold War para-
digms and goes against the trend
of multilateralism, said Alfred de
Zayas, a professor of international
law at the Geneva School of Diplo-
macy and International Relations
in Switzerland.

"It is obvious that such a confer-
ence cannot serve peace and jus-
tice, because it excludes billions
of human beings," Zayas said in an
article published on the website of
China Global Television Network.
He was the United Nations Inde-
pendent Expert on the Promotion
of a Democratic and Equitable
International Order from 2012 to
2018.

"Far from being an exercise in
democracy, the US summit artifi-
cially divides the world into two
camps those countries which the
US unilaterally considers demo-
cratic and those that are labeled
undemocratic."

According to the US Department
of State, the summit will set forth
an agenda for "democratic renew-
al".

However, observers said that
the riot that took place at Capitol
Hill in Washington in January to
prevent the joint session of Con-
gress from certifying the newly
elected president has shown the
world how badly US-style democ-
racy works in practice. In addition,
US efforts to promote its model of
democracy globally have landed
countries like Iraq, Syria and Af-
ghanistan in disaster and itself in a
disgraceful position.

Far from an example of 're-
newal”, the summit reinforces the

This photo taken on May 28, 2021 shows the US Capitol building behind traffic lights in Washington, DC, the United States. XINHUA
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world view that the US believes
it has a monopoly on democracy,
said Danny Haiphong, a US-based
independent journalist and re-
searcher, and also a founding
member of the No Cold War inter-
national campaign.

It begins from the vantage point
that the US considers itself to be
in a position to teach others about
the perils of "authoritarianism”,
Haiphong added.

Noting that "democracy” is be-
ing used by the US as a cover for its
hegemonic ambitions, he said the
Biden administration's "Summit
for Democracy" is just another op-
portunity for Washington to dress
up its dangerous "America First"
approach to politics in the garb of
democracy.

Democracy is not a one-size-fits-
all model, Haiphong said, and Chi-
na and all nations have the right
to pursue their own political and
economic models of democracy
free from external interference.

China and 30-plus nations cur-
rently suffering under US-imposed
sanctions, including Russia, Cuba,
Venezuela, Zimbabwe, Eritrea and
Belarus, have been excluded from
the summit. Pakistan, which was
invited to the summit, announced
on Wednesday it will not partici-
pate. However, Taiwan, which is
an inalienable part of China's terri-
tory, is on the list of invitees.

Analysts said such a summit is to
rally "democracies” against what
the US considers to be "authoritar-

ian" states, and the main purpose
is to reassert Washington's he-
gemony as the so-called leader of
the free world in order to reinforce
its current efforts to deploy a new
anti-China containment strategy.

Stephen Ndegwa, a Nairobi-
based communication expert and
lecturer-scholar at the United
States International University-Af-
rica, said that the world has been
fed a unilateral view of democracy
for many years.

The narrative has been based on
notions that true democracy can
only come from the West led by
the US, which has adopted the car-
rot and stick approach in its peren-
nial quest to "democratize" other
countries, setting conditions for
those who wish to have close rela-
tions with it, Ndegwa said.

However, he added, this coer-
cion is gradually backfiring be-
cause of the gross interference of
the US in other countries' internal
affairs and the crumbling of de-
mocracy in the US as well.

Ndegwa commended China's
whole-process people's democra-
cy, saying that those who criticize
China's political system fail to ac-
knowledge that it is the only way to
govern a country so vast and with
a massive population of 1.4 billion
people, the most populous glob-
ally.

"The Chinese truly follow the
maxim that democracy is by the
people and for the people.”
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Coflee and tea

may help reduce

rates of stroke
and dementia

BEIJING

At least two cups of tea or coffee are
needed to see an effect, said the study,
published in the journal Plos Medi-
cine on Tuesday. The research project,
carried out by researchers at Tianjin
Medical University in China, includ-
ed 365,682 participants from the UK

Biobank study.

“Our findings suggested that mod-
erate consumption of coffee and tea
separately or in combination were as-
sociated with lower risk of stroke and
dementia,” the study authors wrote.
People who drank two to three cups of
coffee or three to five cups of tea a day,
or a combination of four to six cups of
coffee and tea had the lowest incidence
of stroke or dementia, the researchers

found.

Those who drank two to three cups
of coffee and two to three cups of tea
daily had a 32 per cent lower risk of
stroke and a 28 per cent lower risk of
dementia compared with those who

did not drink tea or coffee.

A cup of coffee.

CRISIS

The research, led by Yuan Zhang,
further suggests that the intake of cof-
fee alone or in combination with tea
is associated with a lower risk of post-
stroke dementia. Researchers studied
the 365,682 participants between 2006
and 2010 and followed them until 2020.
At the start, participants self-reported
how much coffee and tea they drank.

Over the study period, 5,079 partici-
pants developed dementia and 10,053
experienced at least one stroke. How-
ever, the scientists pointed out that the
UK Biobank reflects a relatively healthy
sample in relation to the general popu-
lation, which could restrict the ability to

generalise.

associations.

In addition, few people in the study
developed dementia or stroke, which
could make it difficult to extrapolate
rates accurately for larger populations.
Finally, while it is possible that coffee
and tea consumption may be protec-
tive against stroke, dementia and post-
stroke dementia, researchers say cau-
sality cannot be concluded from the

CONCERN

DURBAN

was

disarray.

three children asking for

vanni Titus, for Christmas.

Ivana and Giovanni Titus,

hen the Omicron
variant of Covid-19
identified
by South African
scientists in November, several
Western countries imposed an
immediate travel ban on Southern
African countries, sending many
individuals’ plans and lives into

The travel ban left one local
family split across two continents,
heartbroken and devastated, with

one wish: to hug their father, Gio-

promised our children that Daddy
will be home for Christmas,”
Ivana Titus in a Facebook post.
When the first wave of Covid-19
hit, the Titus family had been liv-
ing happily in their Durbanville
home for the past 12 years, the
devastated mom tells News24.

have been married for 12 years
and have three children, share

Giovanni and Ivana Titus with their three children.

that the economic

solutions in Slovakia.

only
“We

said father would soon follow.

who

instability
brought on by the national lock-
down left Giovanni without work.

This meant that the Titus family
would have to make the most dif-
ficult decision of their lives, Ivana
says. Given that Ivana and her chil-
dren have Slovak citizenship, she
began looking for employment

Rather quickly, she found work
as a Kindergarten English teacher
at a Slovak private school, which
her children could also attend.
Within two weeks, Ivana and the
three children were packed and
ready for their move to Slovakia,
where they expected that their
devoted and loving husband and

In this episode Elizabeth Ma-
macos, editor of Parent24, and
journalist Estrelita Moses chat to
local psychologist and parenting
expert Megan de Beyer about how
to parent younger boys. Now, over
6 months later, Ivana tells us that
she sees little hope for the family’s
reunion. ‘Patiently counting the

days until your arrival here’

“Everything happened so so
fast. [Giovanni] stayed behind to
sort some stuff out and he was
supposed to join us,” explains
Ivana. “He booked a ticket and
every time with this craziness
happening, it got cancelled,” she
says.

Ivana believes that they ex-
hausted all their options, from
considering a detour through
Austria, which unexpectedly went
into lockdown, to finding alterna-
tives through Ireland, only to be
met with red tape and bureaucrat-
ic roadblocks.

“Because he isn't a Slovak citi-
zen or European citizen, nor has
a residency [in Slovakia], they
don’t want to allow him to get on
board,” explains the frustrated
mother of three. “It’s just one big
mess and it's unfair,” she says.
‘When is Daddy coming home?’

Though Ivana receives as much
help as can be offered from her
mother and sister who visit oc-
casionally, she admits that the

Saturday 11 December 2021

‘It’s just one big mess and it’s
unfair’: Travel ban leaves local
family split across continents

stresses of suddenly becoming a
single parent overnight have been
challenging. “I'm alone here with
my three children,” she explains.
“I'm the mommy, the daddy, the
teacher, the walker - 'm just tired.”

On top of trying to keep a brave
face for her little ones, Ivana says
that her children still “miss the
hugs, the kisses and the goodnight
stories.” “The children are asking
‘when is daddy coming home?”
Says Ivana. “It’s very difficult.”

“We promised ‘No, don’t worry,
daddy will be here for Christmas,
we’ll be together as a family’,” says
Ivana. “Christmas is about family,
it’s about being together, but it’s
impossible now.” “How can 1 ex-
plain to my children that daddy
won't be here with us?”

“We’re just on our own, hoping
for daddy to come, hoping to be
together not to be an incomplete
family, but to be a complete family
for Christmas, so the children will
have their daddy here and we’ll
experience the snow together.”

Omicron stalks SA neighbours, Mozambique included, as migrant workers return

John Nkengasong, director at the Africa Centres for Disease Control and Prevention.

MAPUTO

South Africa’s neighbours are
bracing for a flood of returning
workers over the December holi-
days, threatening to accelerate the
spread of the omicron variant that’s
already ignited a fourth wave of
Covid-19 infections in the region.

While many countries banned
travellers from southern Africa after
the new strain was first identified
there two weeks ago, its govern-
ments have denounced the restric-
tions and have largely kept borders
open. Lines of vehicles can stretch
for several miles as workers at South
African mines and construction
sites journey home, adding to the
already heavy stream of travellers.

Zimbabwe reported a record
number of new coronavirus cases
this week, with more than one in
three people being tested showing
positive results. And that’s before

the end-of-year rush, which usually
starts in the second half of Decem-
ber.

“Of course yes,” John Nkengasong,
director at the Africa Centres for
Disease Control and Prevention,
told reporters Thursday when asked
if he was worried about the risk
from the migration. “We will defi-
nitely see an increased number of
cases around the January-February
timeline across the continent.” The
United Nations estimates South Af-
rica hosts about 2.9 million workers
from other countries in the region,
with the bulk coming from Mozam-
bique, Zimbabwe and Lesotho.

Long lines

Already infections are spiking.
The weekly incidence of cases
climbed 1 361% in Zimbabwe in the
week through December 5, accord-
ing to the World Health Organiza-
tion. Mozambique has seen a1207%
jump and Lesotho a 219% rise in

weekly cases. While there hasnt
been much sequencing, the swell is
expected to be because of omicron,
the WHO said in a Dec. 7 report. As
many as 35 000 people travel daily
through the South Africa-Zimbabwe
Beitbridge border post during the
holiday season. Lines of vehicles
waiting to cross can extend for more
than 6 miles.

More than 50 000 people entered
into Mozambique at its Ressano Gar-
cia border with South Africa in the
10 days before December 25 last
year, its busiest period. Lines of re-
turning mineworkers and vacation-
ers there can stretch for more than
12 miles, and truck drivers spend
three days waiting to cross.

Covid-19 cases in both Mozam-
bique and Zimbabwe surged in the
weeks following last December’s
holidays. By mid-January, private
hospitals in Mozambique had no
available beds. Still, indications that

the new strain may bring milder ill-
ness could reduce the pressure, al-
though it’s too soon to tell.

The Mozambican government is
also concerned about community
transmission as citizens move be-
tween cities and rural areas during
the festive period, Eduardo Samo
Gudo, deputy director of the Na-
tional Institute of Health, said by
phone. “If people relax prevention
measures, the health system won't
hold up,” he said. “We are doing eve-
rything we can to delay the fourth
wave, but unfortunately omicron
may diminish our efforts.”

Low vaccination rates add to the
spread. Zimbabwe has fully inocu-
lated about 20% of its people; in
Mozambique the figure is less than
15%. Both countries are enforcing
mandatory testing for all arrivals at
their borders, which will add to the
delays and crowding. Zimbabwe re-
quires a 10-day quarantine.

RESISTANCE

Beer Association heads to court to review SA’s booze bans

PRETORIA

The Beer Association of South
Africa (Basa) has launched a review
application in the High Court of
South Africa, Gauteng Division,
Pretoria for the previous alcohol
bans imposed by the Minister
of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs since the start
of the Covid-19 lockdown in and
during March 2020, in terms of the
Promotion of Administrative Justice
Act (PAJA) and/or the principle of

legality.

The aim is to have these bans
declared irrational, invalid and
set aside. Basa will argue that the
decisions to impose these bans
were, inter alia, irrational. The
application focuses on the decisions
by the Minister of Cooperative
Governance and Traditional Affairs
to enforce alcohol bans in July and
December 2020; June 2021 as well
as the decision to continue imposing
further restrictions on the trade of
liquor in and during July 2021.

R42.2bn lost in sales

“The previous alcohol bans had a
devastating impact on the alcohol
industry, with 14.7% of projected
sales volumes for 2020/2021 being
lost (a total of 1,262.7 million litres).
R42.2bn was lost in retail sales and
there was a R60.7bn loss to the GDP.
The total excise income tax loss was
R10.2bn with just over 233,000 jobs
being put at risk,” Basa says.

By 11 January 2021, 30% of local
breweries were forced to shut their
doors permanently and 165,000

people had already lost their jobs.
The bans also served as a major
boost to the illicit alcohol industry
which grew to be worth more than
R20.5bn in 2020.

“Another alcohol ban over the
coming festive season, a time when
we expect some recovery for the
tourism and hospitality sector,
will serve as the final nail in the
coffin for thousands of businesses/
citizens who just barely survived the
previous bans,” the association says.

Basa argues that the making of

Covid-19 regulations amount to
administrative action, which action
is reviewable in terms of PAJA. A
decision is declared irrational (and
therefore unlawful) under PAJA if,
inter alia, relevant considerations
were not taken into account.

“In light of no evidence having
been provided by government to
support its decisions to enforce the
previous bans, Basa’s application
argues that it failed to take into
account the devastating impact of
the bans on the alcohol industry

and for this reason, amongst others,
these decisions are reviewable and
destined to be set aside in terms of
PAJA,” it adds.

Furthermore, Basa argues that
if the court finds that PAJA is not
applicable in this application, then
the decisions to ban alcohol - being
the exercise of a public power - may
be reviewed and set aside in terms
of the principle of legality. This
principle requires all exercises of
public power to be rational.
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How Dominic’s clothes became a big business  jypanese

NAIROBI

hen Dominic

Agesa found-

ed Freder-

ick  Bittiner
Wear, a fashion house in
Nairobi, he picked a name
with no boundaries. One
that would stand the test of
time, and allow him to sell
his clothes anywhere in the
world.

“We started off working
with plus-sized women who
were uncatered for years
ago,” he says. “The reception
was great and this caught the
eye of many others. Now we
serve women of all sizes and
next year, we're launching a
men’s line,” he says.

Launching a fashion house
in 2019 was not the idea he
had when he first envisioned
Fredrick Bittiner Wear. He
wanted to import clothes
from designer shops in the
UK and sell them locally. To-
gether with a friend, they em-
barked on this journey only
to be forced off-track by the
pandemic.

“With the government
banning {temporarily} the
importation of second-hand
clothes, we had to rethink
our strategy. Our eyes were
suddenly open to the un-
tapped potential in the mar-
ket. We blotted out all im-

Dominic Agesa at work at his Frederick Bittiner Wear.

portation plans and worked our
way into the place we are today of
designing and making clothes, not
just for the local, but also the inter-
national market,” he explains.

Whereas the plan looked good
on paper, making it into a reality
was a costly affair. It required not
only machinery but passionate and
committed tailors. He also wanted
to build a business that would run
itself.

“To raise the funds, I invited 17
tailors I had been working with to
be stakeholders in the business.
Each contributed Sh30,000 that I
was to return if the business went
south. It was risky, I know, but I be-
lieved in the business model.”

With this money and his finan-
cial investment, he bought the first
machines, growing the apparel
company to one that has a capac-
ity of producing 10,000 pieces of
clothes per month. Designs from
Frederick Bittiner range from eve-
ryday essentials to fierce and play-
ful pieces just as their names “flirty
flow, icy woman and bang on a
budget” suggest.

With 14 new designs every week,
produced in limited editions, they
ensure that buyers get unique
pieces. A big proponent of ready-
to-wear clothing, he and his team
of designers draws their inspira-
tion from day-to-day experiences.

During his daily fitness runs, for

example, he was inspired to design
leggings and t-shirts after seeing
women jogging in boring outfits.
On launching this line of fitness
clothing, the demand was so high,
outweighing the supply.

“The customer is the foundation
of the masterpieces created. We
ask ourselves questions like what
they like, how they spend their
time,” Mr Agesa who has a back-
ground in strategy and marketing
says.

He also supports upcoming de-
signers launching their own fash-
ion houses through their Startup
Designer Package. So far, they have
trained 40 small-scale designers.
Launching a successful clothing

line is more than just coming up with
eye-catching designs.

A few months into the business,
he noted that fashion designers have
skills but lacked the crucial aspects
of strategy and marketing, founda-
tions of a good business. “Through
the startup package, we help design-
ers build an all-rounded business.
Additionally, we help them make and
sell their clothes on our platform,” he
adds.

This approach has seen him be-
come the Executive Director of the
Kenyan Fashion Council. “This plat-
form will enable me to use my pas-
sion and my skills to make the indus-
try better.” Social media is the tool he
uses to sell his clothes. “Most people
think the brand is imported. It’s re-
freshing to hear positive comments
about the brand,” he says.

The challenges he has experienced
have pivoted him to build a business
that relies on systems and principles
instead of people, a choice that has
seen the business run even in his ab-
sence since the team works towards
the shared vision. Most fashion hous-
es are named after their founders.

“The problem with this is that once
the vision bearer dies, so does the
business. The vision I have is bigger
than me. I intend to create a last-
ing impact in the fashion industry. I,
therefore, hire first, for vision com-
patibility,” he says. But why the name
Frederick Bittiner? It’s an ode to Fred-
erick Bittiner, an artist I feel was not
celebrated enough.”

SUGGESTION

Developing SA's industrial cannabis industry needs to start with an Act

JOHANNESBURG

The industrial cannabis/hemp
industry has immense growth po-
tential in South Africa, and the con-
tinent as a whole, due to favourable
climates, affordable land and rela-
tively low labour costs.

However, due to the nature of the
product, the prospective prosperity
of the industry depends on a clear
regulatory regime - the inner work-
ings of which are still in the devel-
opmental phase. This was the per-
spective of André de Lange, Head of
the Agriculture, Aquaculture & Fish-
ing sector at Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr
(CDH), who recently facilitated a
webinar entitled: ‘A Pragmatic Ap-
proach to South Africa’s Hemp In-
dustry.’

The webinar provided a snapshot
of the hemp regulatory landscape,
presented by Shaad Vayej, an asso-
ciate in CDH’s Dispute Resolution
practice, followed by an overview
of the opportunities that the sector
presents for the country, provided

An SA cannabis garden.

by industry stalwart and Hempo-
rium founder, Tony Budden. Liétte
van Schalkwyk, associate in CDH’s
Dispute Resolution practice, con-
cluded the webinar by extracting
important learnings from the indus-
trial cannabis industry in Lesotho.

Cannabis master plan

Vayej argued that, amongst other
factors, South Africa’s track record

ofinnovation in agriculture, relative-
ly low blue and white-collar labour
costs and increasingly transparent
legal and compliance framework,
makes for a low-cost, high-quality
destination for domestic and export
orientated cannabis activities. How-
ever, the transformative economic
potential of the industry depends
greatly on the development of inte-

grated value chains with signifi-
cant buy-in from existing domes-
tic and international investors.
Agro-processing businesses and
secondary manufacturers are es-
sential to this value chain - a re-
ality taken into account in South
Africa’s Cannabis Master Plan.

“The Cannabis Master Plan
aims to provide a broad frame-
work for the development and
growth of the South African
cannabis industry in order to
contribute to economic devel-
opment, job creation, inclusive
participation, rural development
and poverty alleviation. In prag-
matic terms, the State recognises
that conservative estimates in-
dicate that 25,000 jobs could be
created across the various value
chains,” Vayej explains.

Hemp, being cannabis culti-
vated primarily for industrial
purposes, has been declared an
agricultural crop under the Plant
Improvement Act 53 of 1976, a
legal framework for import, ex-
port, cultivation, distribution,

sale and research of hemp and
hemp propagating material in
South Africa for agricultural and
industrial purposes.

Consequently, the Department
of Agriculture, Land Reform and
Rural Development released
guidelines which facilitate hemp
permit applications and man-
date extensive record-keeping,
annual reporting, notification
and compliance with activity-
specific permit conditions.

As Vayej elaborates, “transpar-
ency and traceability” remain
the State’s key concerns, which
has invariably led to a number of
legislative limits placed on hemp
production as well as a degree of
bureaucracy - a potential pitfall
faced by the local cannabis in-
dustry. What is missing from the
current regulatory framework, is
an over-arching Act - a legal in-
strument that could potentially
go a long way in catalysing the
development of the country’s
fledgling industry.

scientists are
developing
face masks

that glow
under UV light

JOHANNESBURG

TOKYO

A team of Japanese scientists has
created a prototype for a mask filter
that glows under ultraviolet light and
reveals traces of the Covid-19 virus if
the wearer is infected.

Scientists  from the  Kyoto
Prefectural University say that the
masks they’ve made contain an
additional filter within its layers.
When removed and sprayed with
a fluorescent dye containing
antibodies, the filter will glow when
placed under UV light if traces of the
Covid-19 virus are detected.

According to a press release from
the university, the team developed
this method by first injecting an
inactive form of the Covid-19 virus
into female ostriches. From there,
they worked to extract antibodies —
a protein produced by the immune
system in response to bacterias and
viruses — from the eggs of these
female ostriches, infusing these
antibodies into the fluorescent spray.

[Researchers in Japan say they
have created a mask filter and
antibody spray that can quickly
detect COVID-19, by having traces of
the COVID virus light up when the
filter is held under ultraviolet light.]
Researchers in Japan say they have
created a mask filter and antibody
spray that can quickly detect
COVID-19, by having traces of the
COVID virus light up when the filter
is held under ultraviolet light.

Speaking to Japanese news outlet
Kyodo News, researcher Yasuhiro
Tsukamoto said that he conducted
experiments with 32  people
infected with Covid-19 over a 10-day
timeframe. The researchers found
that the masks worn by these 32
testers glowed brightly and showed
traces of the Covid-19 virus after
being sprayed with the antibody
spray and held under a UV light.

Tsukamoto’s team also noted
that the glow faded over time as the
patients recovered and their viral
load decreased. Tsukamoto intends
to trial the mask on 150 participants
in the team’s next round of testing,
and hopes to get the green light from
the Japanese government to sell the
masks in 2022.

POPULAR

Egypt’s Forever Is Now show revealed hunger for more focus on contemporary art

CAIRO

this art as accessible as possible

to the public.

Forever Is Now, an exhibition
held recently at Egypts Giza
Pyramids, received half a mil-
lion visitors in only three weeks
- an “unprecedented” outcome,
according to its organiser, Art
D’Egypte’s founder and curator
Nadine Abdel Ghaffar.

Massive installations and
monumental artworks by lo-
cal and international artists,
such as French photographer
JR, were erected in and around
the ancient site, with the show’s
star-studded opening attended
by high-profile names and ce-
lebrities including Isabelle Ad-
jani and Pharrell Williams.

Art D’Egypte, which creates
exhibitions and community
programming throughout the
country, aims to rejuvenate
historical spaces in Egypt - a
country teeming with a rich and
complex history - with modern
and contemporary art, bridging
the old and the new and making

The organisation’s goals stem
from a disconnect between the
ancient art and archaeology of
the country - present in public
spaces that are seen more as rel-
ics than part of public life - and
the large amounts of art being
produced right now by emerg-
ing and established creatives.
The two are not in conversation
with each other enough and are
also both at a distance from the
Egyptian people.

“We want to revitalise histori-
cal spaces and revive heritage
by merging them with contem-
porary art, which makes us
function a bit like a social enter-
prise,” Ghaffar said during a we-
binar on Sunday hosted by The
Art Circle, a non-profit organi-
sation of female international
art collectors and practitioners
founded in 2018 in Abu Dhabi.
It was the second in a series of
three talks focusing on the Mid-
dle East’s arts scenes, with this

2021

one on Egypt. The first, held over
the summer, was on the UAE, and
the last, on Saudi Arabia, will take
place next year.

“We work on tangible spaces on-
site but also the intangible through
community programmes that en-
gage with young people,” Ghaffar
said. “The whole idea is to democ-
ratise art and make it accessible to

An installation titled ‘Greetings From Giza’ by French artist and photographer
Jean Rene, better known as JR, at the ancient Giza Necropolis on October 23,

The show also served as
a model for how the arts
scene can engage prac-
titioners and the public
with success; it demon-
strated how you can acti-
vate the past and animate
the present simultaneous-
ly in order to strengthen
Egypt's cultural land-
scape, especially since it
was held in conjunction
with programmes involv-
ing the local community
through volunteering op-
portunities and public art
education lectures.

The feedback was over-
whelming. After the ex-
hibition, one of the par-
ticipating artists, Moataz
Nasr, who has previously
exhibited at major shows
such the Venice Biennale,
received thousands of
messages from Egyptians
who had gone to see the
Pyramids. After years of
visiting the site with their

all.”

Following on from Art D’Egypte’s
previous shows at Manial Palace,
the Egyptian Museum and various
other Unesco World Heritage Sites,
Forever is Now’s immense success
- from the thousands of visits to
expansive press and media cover-
age - revealed a hunger in Egypt to
interact more with art.

families, they were over-
joyed to re-experience it
anew. “It was incredible,”
said Nasr during The Art
Circle’s discussion. “I re-
alised I had missed some-
thing happening here
over the years.”

What Nasr had missed
was that desire for the
public to engage with the
art world. Earlier in his
career, Nasr had felt un-
fulfilled exhibiting in his
home country and left to
work in more internation-
al spaces, where he had
greater success. “Most of
the time, I've shown my
work outside of Egypt be-
cause I had this idea that
people won't really under-
stand what I'm doing,” he
said. “However, deep in-
side me, I wanted to meet
and interact with my peo-
ple. But at the shows here,
the audience always num-
bered to no more than

1,000, which made inter-
actions with the audience
minimal.”

Visitors were also often
the same niche people
from the art world. While
public interest is certainly
changing now, as seen
with Forever Is Now, there
is still much to be done
in terms of infrastruc-
ture to nurture it, he said.
“We’re just missing a lot of
things.”

Multidisciplinary artist,
designer and historian
Bahia Shehab, who also
participated in the talk on
Sunday, cited the Jameel
network and its work
both at London’s Victoria
& Albert Museum and in
the UAE as a helpful paral-
lel to look up to in terms
of what healthy models of
a country’s art ecosystem
can look like, and what is
currently lacking in Egypt.
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Meet the man running the last rose water distillery in Kashmir

SRINAGAR

The old city of Srinagar houses
a 400-year-old shop dedicated to
the queen of flowers. Arg-i-Gulab
is the only surviving rose water
distillery in Indian-administered
Kashmir, situated only a few me-
tres from the Khangah-e-Moula
shrine.

The wood and brick shop is run
by Abdul Aziz Kozgar, 65, who can
be reached via a weather-beaten
window he opens to commu-
nicate - in fluent English - with
customers and passers-by. Three
sides of the shop are packed with
dark-coloured glass bottles and
antique-looking jars of varying
sizes, placed on wooden shelves
with handwritten slips pasted on
them.

Kozgar learnt the art of mak-
ing manually distilled rose water
from his forefathers who came
from Turkey and settled in Kash-
mir. “This shop was opened by my
great-grandfather in 1820 after he
imported glass jars, pitchers and
carafes from France, the US and
parts of UK to start his business,
after he himself learnt the art

from his ancestors,” Kozgar tells
The National. The family name
translates from Persian as “users
of jars.”

Dressed in a traditional Kashmi-
ri kurta pyjama, his head covered
with a white skull cap, Kozgar
starts to fill small, unlabelled plas-
tic bottles from big white canes.
Instantly, a soothing whiff of rose
water engorges the air. “This shop,
these jars remain in the same
place as my ancestors positioned
them. These are my treasures and
gifts I have inherited,” says Koz-
gar, who retired early from his job
to carry on this legacy.

“You can see the bottles have
gathered dust, they look murky,
the handwritten notes have fad-
ed, but I do not want to touch
them or tamper with the names. I
want to keep it the way my great-
grandfather, grandfather and fa-
ther have kept it.

“We used to have separate
rooms full of rose petals. I have
grown up fascinated by the mak-
ing of rose water and other syr-
ups, and it was that fascination
that pushed me to learn the pro-
cess,” he says. Kozgar talks about

Abdul Aziz Kozgar, owner, Arq-i-Gulab.

the time when his family were the go-to
for residents of the Srinagar valley for
making herbal medicines that could
cure “any disease.”

“Tused to visit [the] Kozgars as a child,”
says Kashmiri historian and poet Zareef
Ahmad Zareef. “Once I had a cough
and my father got me Arg-i-gawzaban
that cured me completely after just two
doses. Habibullah Kozgar and his father

used to mix different saps extracted
from ingredients like cinnamon, rose,
cardamom and carom seeds in an appro-
priate quantity written by a hakim.”
Kozgar says: “Kozgar was a common
name in Kashmir, [but] we had a variety
of medicinal syrups. Even a decade or so
ago, when harsh winters struck Kashmir,
many people caught a cold or had a sore
throat, and they rushed to my grandfa-

ther who would give them syr-
ups to cure their disease.

“But with time, hakims and
unani clinics vanished due to the
arrival of modern medicine and
it impacted us equally. There
was a time when people would
throng our shop but that has
faded. Slowly, we stopped mak-
ing syrups and other medicines,
but clung on to rose water.”

Rose water has antiseptic and
anti-inflammatory  properties,
and contains antioxidants that
can help guard skin cells from
damage. Rose water is also a
common ingredient in South
Asian cuisine, and is used in
sweets such as laddoo, gulab
jamun and peda, and to flavour
milk, lassi, rice pudding and
other dairy-based dishes. In
Kashmir, it is also used in shrines
and home temples to sprinkle
on devotees during religious
gatherings.

Originally a practitioner of
traditional medicine, Kozgar
joined the family business
in part because of his father
Habibullah’s enthusiasm for his

children to carry forward the
legacy. Although Kozgar wants
his children to continue the
tradition, too, he does not want
to force them into a business that
cannot guarantee a financially
sound household.

Kozgar sells a litre of manually
made rose water for 40 Indian
rupees ($0.55), whereas store-
sold brands retail 100 millilitres
for no less than 70 rupees. “The
rose water I make is extracted
from Koshur gulab [Kashmiri
roses] sourced from various
parts of the valley and from the
same vendors my father bought
from,” says Kozhar.

“I do not know what will
happen to this place, these
precious jars, after me, but
until I am alive, this place will
live with me. My children know
how to make rose water. I have
taught them, I have done my
part, but to carry it forward is
their decision,” says Kozgar, all
the while looking away through
the window, lest he be called
upon to pass on some rose water
bottles to potential customers.

EXERCISING

Meet the woman who walked 10
00 0stepsadaytolose 3tkg

BRASILIA

LONDON

Despite her passion and in-
credible talent for dancing, Amy
Greaves (32) who lives in Notting-
ham, UK, didn’t think she fit into
the expected body type of a danc-
er or theatre performer because
she had the idea that she would
have to be really tall and slim to be
successful.

She would use food as an emo-
tional crutch to help her process
feelings of self-doubt and low con-
fidence but she remained active
and successful in her field and
went on to study ‘theatre arts’ at
university. Amy frequently ate out
or had easy-to-grab food to keep
her energy levels topped up and
could not say no to a sweet treat of
cake or chocolate most days.

Despite this, Amy tried every
fad diet to try to shift the pounds
with limited success as they did
not fit in with her lifestyle and
were too restrictive. It wasn’t un-
til Amy gave birth to her daugh-
ter Maia (3) in April 2018 that she
decided that she needed to lose
weight to be a positive influence
on her child and to be able to live
life to the fullest with her without
shying away from photo opportu-
nities or activities because of her
weight.

Weighing 15st 6lb (almost
100kg) and wearing a UK size 22,
Amy decided to join Slimming
World in January 2019 and hasn’t
looked back since. Without count-
ing calories, a typical day of meals
for Amy now consists of a healthy
cooked breakfast, jacket potatoes
for lunch, and delicious pasta sal-
ad or stir fry for dinner. Amy was
in disbelief as the weight dropped
off within the first five months
whilst being able to eat delicious
meals and after incorporating
these meals with 10 000 steps a
day, she is now a super svelte UK
size 10 to 12 and weighs 10st 131b
(about 69kg).

Amy Greaves dropped an incredible seven dress sizes in just five months by

“From a young age, I enjoyed
performing arts. I started dancing
when I was fourteen and my pas-
sion led me to a career in teach-
ing performing arts,” said Amy.
“At school, I never felt accepted
and academically 1 struggled.
I was diagnosed with dyslexia
which lead me to believe I wasn’t
capable of achieving much. Physi-
cally, I could achieve most things
through hard work and determi-
nation within dance and theatre,
but I struggled with low self-belief
and confidence.”

Walking off the calories

She found it difficult to fit into
the body-type of a dancer or thea-
tre performer and had the idea
that to be a successful dancer
she’d have to be really slim and
tall. But she’s now proved to her-
self and hopefully others that
that’s not the case.

“After the birth of my daughter, I
realised that I wanted to be a posi-
tive role model and I wanted to be
able to look back and see myself
in the memories, to not hide from
pictures or moments because of
my weight,” Amy says.

“Since having my daughter, 1
teach a lot less so I try to hit ten-
thousand steps a day and keep my
body moving. 'm more conscious
of what I eat obviously and I prac-
tice mindfulness to keep my mind-
set healthy.”

Amy says the hardest thing
was believing in herself and she
still struggles with emotional eat-
ing. “I'm working on recognising
the thoughts that trigger this and
overcoming them one step at a
time,” she shares.

“My confidence has grown and
although this is something I'm still
working on through therapy, self-
development and diet, I've truly
changed my own life. My closest
friends tell me how happy I look
and I think overall that’s the most
important goal for me, to feel truly
happy and content within myself.”

walking ten thousand steps a day and not counting calories.

ITv 18:15  Soap: Rebeca rpt 18:00  JijiLetu 06:00  Aljazeera
18:45  Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo 18:15  Korean: Jumong 07.00  Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
TUESDAY 7 Dec 19:00  fjue Sheria 19:00  Shamba lulu 0900  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio)
530 Unianja wa Mazoez 19:30 Soap:lean 19:30 Soap:lean 1300 Telenovela rpt: Loyer her t.o death
600 HABARI 2000 Habari 2000 Habari 14:00  Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
640 Kumekucha 21:.00 Aiblll Yalfo 21:.05 Kipima Joto 16:00  Series rpt: Beats of Love
730 HABARI 21:06 Kl.pm(.j' Maalum: Tanesco 2300 Habari 16:30  Tanzania Yetq mt
800 Kumekucha Michezo g;?g glpotll I\LllaalumD h gggg er Base 1;(3)8 aw NehwsAfnca ot
855  Habariza saa : oap. ove to Deat : azeera : eza 'uru
900 Kumekucha Kishindo 2300 Habari 0200  Dwtv 19:00  The Décor rpt
930 Soap: Uzalo 2330 TheBase 19:30  Shambalulu
955 Habarizasaa 00:30  AlJazeera SATURDAY 11 Dec 2000 Series: Beats of Love
1000 Walolowetu pt 0200  DwTv 5530 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 20345 ThelMondlayAgenda
10625 Jungu Kuurpt 6:00 HABARI 21:30 Cgpltal Prime News
1055 Habariza saa THURSDAY 9 Dec . 6:40 Kumelfucha 2200 Kipima Joto
100 TheBasemt 5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 7:00 Habari 0000  AlJazeera
155 Habariza saa 6:00 HABARI 8:00 Al Jazeera
12'.00 Al Jazeera 6:40 Kumekucha %00 Watoto wetu Tues 07 Dec
12130 Afya yajai 730 HABAR 10:00  ShikaBamba5 06:00  Aljazeera
12: 5% Habariza saa 8:00  AllJazeera 10:30  Mjue Zaidi rpt 0700 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
13200 Rioti Maalum ot %00 DWTV Journal 1110 Chetu nichetu rpt 0900  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio)
: ; ' 930 Soap: Uzalo 11:50  Hawavumi lakini wamo 1300 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
1330 Shika Bamba rpt . N .
1355 Habariza sea 10:00  Bongo Movie: Kona rpt 12:50  Korean: Jumong 14:00  Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
\ . 12:15  Shamba lulu rpt 13:30  Soap: Love to Death rpt 16:00  Series rpt: Beats of Love
1400 Soap: Love to Death ° i sor = )
. ‘ 1245 ljue sheria rpt 15:45  Igizo: Mizengwe 16:30  Capchat pt
14:55  Habariza saa oy . )
1500 Meza Huru 1315 Kipindi Maalum: TPRI rpt 16:15  Igizo: Rebeca 1730 Meza huru
: 1345 Soap: Love to Death 1700 Shamsham za Pwani 1900 Innovation
16:30  Watoto wetu i . :
. 1430 Bongo Movie: Mama Ntiie 1800 Jijiletu 1930 OurEarth
700 The Base ioindi 2000 Series: Beats of Love
1800 Jjilelu 16:30  Watoto Wetu 18:30  Kipindi Maalum: Huru Talk Show : :
i . 1700 The Base 1900 JunguKuu 2045 Telenovela: Laws Of love
1610 Yuvepi 1800 JijLetu 1930 ShkaBamba 2030 Capital Prime
18:15  Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo rpt ’ J - ) ’ ; 2200 Turnina the spoticht rot
. - 1845 Kipindi Maalum: Nyumba ni Choo rot 2000 Habari - g Ihe spotight ip
18:30  Uchumi na biashara X ) 210 Eco@Afica
' . 18:30  Jagina 21:00  Igizo: Rebeca :
1900 Jaridala wanawake - ' 2300 AlJazeera
1930 Soap: Uzalo 19:00  Usafiri wako 2130 Artand lifestyle '
000 Habari ;ggg iozp:‘Uzan gggo . v TOP|1|[()‘ ' Wed 08 Dec
21:00  Kipindi Maalum; Reflexology : aoar ‘ : 5 auam 2kl warmo 0600 Aljazeera
2140 Kiindi Maalum: TPRI 21:00 Malumbano ya hoja 23:45 Soap: Uzalo rpt 0700 Moming Jam (Via Capa Radio)
2145 Cheturi chelu gggg I\?jiiifa oo DIV 0900 ete Raha (Vi Capta Radi)
2220 Soap: Love to Death : 1300 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00
200 Habai 0200 DWIV :;;"DAIW:;; m’azoeﬂ Ci 101 {va Capital Radio}
2330 TheBase ' 16:00  Series rpt: Beats of Love
030 Alazeera FRIDAY 10 Dec 600 HABAR 1630 Culnary deight rpt
20 DWIV 5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 6:40 Kumekucha 1700 Innovation pt
' 6:00  HABAR 700 Habari 1790 Mezahuru
WEDNESDAY 8 Dec 640  Kumekucha 800 Aljazeera 1900 Spors Gazette
530 UnanjawaMazoez 7:30 HABARI . 09:00 Watofo Wetu 1930 Chetu nichetu
600 HABARI 8:00 Kumekucha Michezo 1000 Soap: Uzalg ot 20:00  Series: Beats of Love
6:40 Kumekucha 855  Habariza saa 11:35  Bongo Movie rpt: 2045  Telenovela: Laws Of love
790 HABAR| 9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo 1400  Tamasha la Michezo 2030 Capital Prime News
800 Kumekucha Michezo 9330 ’ Soap: Uzlo 15330 maTngaTa 2200 Dakika 45:
855  Habariza saa 855 Habariza se 630 MTopt0 2245 The Décor
900 Kumekucha Kishindo 10:00  Watoto wetu rpt 17:20  Kipindi cha kikristo 2315 AlJazeera
930 Soap: Uzalo 10:30  Usafiri wako rpt 18:00  JijiLetu
9:55 Habari 'Za s 10:55  Habari za saa 18:45  Mapishi Thurs 09 Dec
16.00 Watoto wetu 11:00  The Base rpt 18:30  Matukio ya wiki 06:00 Al Jazeera
10255 Habari za sa 11:55  Habari za saa 19:30  lgizo: Rebeca 0700 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
" .'00 The Base ot 1200 Al Jazeera 2000 Habari 0900  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio)
155 Habariza saa 1230 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco 2100 Kipindi maalum: Biko 1200 Our Earth rpt
'. 1255 Habari za saa 2105 Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology 1300 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
1200  AlJazeera ) i : S }
. - 1300 Jagina rpt 2140 Mizengwe 1400 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
1230 Jarida la wanawake ! e . Seres i
: . 1330 Chetu ni Chetu rpt N30 Miue Zaid 1600 Seres rpt: Beats of Love
1255 Habariza saa : ; 16:30  Business edition rpt
1300 Dakkad5 ot 13:55  Habari za saa 2215 Bongo Movie: : P
. ‘ 14:00  Chetu ni Chetu rpt 00:00  Soap: Love to Death rpt 17:00 Ingood shape
1355  Habariza saa ) : 1790 Mezahuru
\ . 14:15  lgizo: Rebeca pt 0205  Aljazeera :
1400 Soap: Love to Death : 19.00  Turning the spotlight
. : 1455 Habariza saa : g the Spotig
Egg HMabanhza saa 1500 MezaHu 1930 Tanzania yetu
i leza huru rpt y y .
. P 1630 Walolo Wetu CAPITAL 200 Seres: Bals of Love
1630 Watoto Wety 2045 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30
! 1700 The Base (DJ Show) e
1700 TheBase 1730 Kisl Mon 06 D Capital Prime News
1800 JiiLetu = e on b ee 200 Caphatpt

2300 AlJazeera

Frid 10 Dec

06:00 Al Jazeera

07:00  Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)

09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio)

1200 Shamba Lulu rpt

1230 Dw News Africa rpt

13:00  Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00
Club 101 (via Capital Radio)

16:00  Series rpt: Beats of Love

16:30  The Monday Agenda rpt

17:301  Mezahury

1900 Rev

19:30  Eco@Africa

2000 Aibu Yako

20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition

2045 Telenovela Laws Of love 21:30
Capital Prime News

2200 Malumbano ya hoja rpt

00:00  AlJazeera

Sat 11 Dec

0800  Aljazeera

09:00  Revrpt

09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt

10:00  Culinary delight rpt

10:30  Innovation rpt

11:00  Outnabout rpt

11:30  Sports Gazette rpt

1200 hamba Lulu rpt

1230 OurEarth mt

1300 Business edition rpt

13:30  Korean Drama rpt Emperor of the Sea

14:30  Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 17:15
Tanzania Yetu rpt

17:45  Bundesliga kick off

18:15  Capchat rpt

1915 Mizengwe

19:30  The Decor

20:00  Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea

2100 Outn’About

2130 Movie : Just Bussines ( tape no:5177)

2300 Series rpt: Beats of Love

0100 AlJazeera

Sun 12 Dec

0800  Aljazeera

09:00  Ingood shape

10:00  Capchat rpt

11:00  Sports Gazette rpt

11:30  Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of the Sea

1200 Jagina rpt

1230 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt

13:001  ngood shape rpt

13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love

1515 Aibuyako

15:30  Revrmpt

16:00  Dakika 45 rpt

16:45  Mizengwe rpt

17:00  The Decor rpt

1730 Mezahuru

19:00  Turning the Spotlight rpt

19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights

20:00  Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea

2100 Dw News Africa

2130 Capchat live

2215  Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love

00:00  AlJazeera




16

Saturday 11 December 2021

Guiardian

www.ippmedia.com

Donald Trump loses appeal to block
documents from Jan 6 committee

By Bloomberg

THE Biden administration can hand over
some of Donald Trump’s White House re-
cords to a House committee investigating the
Jan 6 Capital riot, an appeals court ruled.

The US Court of Appeals in Washington
said Trump had provided “no basis” for over-
riding President Joe Biden’s decision to waive
executive privilege over the documents and
cooperate with the probe by a House select

committee.

Trump is vowing to take the case to the Su-

preme Court.

“Regardless of today’s decision by the the
appeals court, this case was always destined
for the Supreme Court,” Trump’s spokes-
woman Liz Harrington said. “President
Trump’s duty to defend the Constitution and
the Office of the Presidency continues, and

he will keep fighting for every American and

every future Administration.”

ceived.

Biden and the House reasonably con-
cluded that access to a subset of presidential
communications “is necessary to address a
matter of great constitutional moment for
the Republic,” the unanimous three-judge

Donald Trump

Trump has 14 days to ask the Supreme
Court to review the case and for an injunc-
tion from the high court barring the release
of the documents during the appeal.

Trump along with some of his allies have
been fighting demands for documents and
testimony from the committee. Political
strategist Steve Bannon faces contempt of
Congress charges for defying a subpoena
from the committee and on Wednesday for-
mer White House Chief of Staff Mark Mead-
ows sued to block two subpoenas he has re-

Executive Branch
stake.”

The National Archives records
pertain to White House docu-
ments provided to Trump or
Meadows with terms such as
“rigged” election or “stealing” the

election.

panel said in Thursday’s ruling.
“The events of January 6th ex-
posed the fragility of those dem-
ocratic institutions and traditions
that we had perhaps come to
take for granted,” the panel said.
Trump “has given this court no
legal reason to cast aside Presi-
dent Biden’s assessment of the
interests at

“Today, the courts have once
again rejected the former presi-
dent’s campaign to obstruct
Congress’s investigation into the
January 6th insurrection,” House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a
statement. “No one can be al-
lowed to stand in the way of the
truth - particularly not the pre-
vious president, who incited the
insurrection.”

The panel cited Biden’s “care-
fully reasoned” explanation for
his decision as well as “Congress’s
uniquely vital interest in studying
the January 6th attack on itself”
and safeguard its operations.

The court said it also based its
ruling on “Mr. Trump’s failure
even to allege, let alone demon-
strate, any particularized harm
that would arise from disclo-
sure.”

The ruling upholds a lower
court’s decision denying Trump’s
motion for an injunction against
the House committee.

The Jan 6 committee said it’ll
meet Dec 13 to consider a report
recommending to the House of
Representatives citing Meadows
for criminal contempt of Con-
gress for defying the subpoenas.
Bannon is scheduled to go on
trial in July.
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US should stop using democracy as pretext to manipulate politics

MACAO

THE United States should heed the
voice of the international community
and cease political manipulation on the
pretext of democracy, Liu Xianfa, com-
missioner of China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in the Macao Special Administra-
tive Region, has said.

It is the international community’s
common view that the United States is, in
the disguise of democracy, trying to mo-
nopolize the discourse power on democ-
racy, pursue its geopolitical self-interests,
incite confrontation and create divisions
by holding the so-called “Summit for De-
mocracy” online, Liu wrote in an article
recently published by local media in Ma-
cao.

The poor record of its democracy
makes the United States ineligible to hold
such a summit, Liu wrote, citing political
polarization, fierce party disputes, social
division, worsening racial conflicts and
human rights conditions, hollowing-out
of democracy, as well as the notorious “of
the one percent, by the one percent, for
the one percent” in the United States.

Furthermore, the summit itself is “un-
democratic” and “pseudo-democratic”

Liu Xianfa

because the United States empowers
itself to define 110 countries and regions
out of the over 200 in total around the
world as democracies, and denies the
forms of democratic theories and prac-
tices in other countries, Liu said.

Inviting the Taiwan authorities to at-
tend the summit further reveals the US in-
tention of making use of democracy to in-
terfere in the internal affairs and infringe
on the sovereignty of other countries to
serve its own political agenda, Liu added.

The United States, as a major country
shouldering responsibilities to the inter-

national community, has made no efforts
to bridge differences and promote mu-
tual understanding, mutual respect and
integration among countries in the world.

Instead, it has tried its utmost to cre-
ate cliques and blocs in the name of de-
mocracy and split the world, revived the
Cold War mentality, and engaged in hege-
monism, he said.

China’s whole-process people’s democ-
racy is a complete institutional chain,
including electoral, consultative, social,
primary-level, citizen democracy, and all
other elements of democratic politics,

which covers democratic elections, con-
sultation, decision-making, management,
supervision, and all other fields of the
democratic process, Liu noted.
According to polls conducted by au-
thoritative international organizations,
more than 90 percent of the Chinese peo-
ple are satisfied with their government in
consecutive years, while only less than 50
percent of the Americans feel the same
about their government, Liu said.
Furthermore, Liu said China standing
for democracy in international relations
is recognized by the international com-
munity. Original thoughts such as the
concept of building a community with a
shared future for humanity and the prin-
ciple of achieving shared growth through
discussion and collaboration play an im-
portant role in reaching consensus and
laying a solid foundation for advancing
democracy in international relations, in
sharp contrast with the bullying and he-
gemony mindset of the United States.
Democracy is not a patent held by a
certain country, but a common value
of the humanity. As for which country’s
democracy is better or worse, only its
citizens have a natural feeling and say, Liu
noted. Xinhua

CIA employees worked in Russian government in mid-1990s — Putin

NOVO-OGARYOVO

RUSSIAN  President Vladi-
mir Putin shed some light on
the methods that foreign states
used to influence the Russian
Federation in mid-1990s. He un-
derscored that he thwarted such
actions in the early 2000s.

“For instance: mid-1990s-
early 2000s; in the early 2000s,
I've cleaned all of them out, but
in mid-1990s, we had Central
Intelligence Agency employees
as advisors and even official
employees of the government
of the Russian Federation, as we
learned later,” Putin said at the
Council for Civil Society and Hu-
man Rights meeting Thursday.

“Later, they were brought
to responsibility in the US for,
while being CIA employees and
working in Russia, they violated
the US law and took part in the
privatization,” the President un-
derscored.

According to Putin, “this is
only one example” of attempted

interference in Russia’s internal
affairs. “In reality, they are much
more numerous,” Putin said.

According to the head of state,
“certain countries had some de-
gree of control via this channel.”

“There were American spe-
cialists sitting at our nuclear
weapons complex sites, they
went to work there, from morn-
ing to late night - they had a table
and an American flag.

They lived there and worked
there. They did not need any
fine instruments to interfere in
our life, because they had con-
trol over everything already,”
Putin said.

He underscored that “of
course, the situation has
changed, the country became
different, it became more in-
dependent, more sovereign; its
armed forces’ capabilities are
growing and the attitude to-
wards Russia began to change.”

“As soon as Russia started
claiming its interests, started to
raise its sovereignty, economy

and armed forces’ capability,
new instruments of influence on
our internal political life became
needed, including rather fine in-
struments via various organiza-
tions, funded from abroad,” the
Russian leader believes.

Russian President Viadimir Putin

He underscored that Russia
has not become hostile to any-
one.

“This is simply not true. Russia
has not become hostile to any
part of the world at all. A certain
part of the world considers us

their adversaries,”

Putin noted. “Did we declare
anyone as our adversary in any
strategic documents? No. It is us
who were declared,” Putin ex-
plained.

Agencies

Beer shortage is a nightmare
before Christmas for Australians

By Bloomberg

FOR Australians heading into the festive season, the
real nightmare before Christmas is unfolding: there’s a
shortage of beer.

The nation’s two biggest brewers - Lion and Carlton
& United Breweries - have flagged protracted delays
and lower production of some of the beer-loving coun-
try’s most popular brews due to supply chain prob-
lems.

That’s sparked fears major retail chains might start
imposing limits on booze purchases at the worst pos-
sible time, with millions of Australians only recently
emerging from a series of bleak lockdowns and hoping
for a summer holiday season resembling some kind of
normality.

One of the key culprits is a dearth of wooden pal-
lets, a key supply chain input used to transport stock.
Sourcing them has become increasingly difficult amid
a nationwide shortage, a position which has forced
Lion, the maker of brands like Tooheys, James Boag
and Furphy, to cut back on production and prioritize
more popular products.

The company is currently trying to source alterna-
tives, it said in an emailed statement. It later moved
to reassure drinkers that there any issues getting beer
before Christmas, though some products in certain
packaging might be out of stock.

Meanwhile, Carlton & United is struggling to get suf-
ficient shipments of Corona, which it imports from
Mexico. “In the lead-up to Christmas we are distribut-
ing it fairly to retailers across Australia to help limit
shortages,” a spokesperson said.

The dire developments are the latest in a litany of
similar tales involving delays, shortages and soaring
prices around the world, driven by massive demand
and supply imbalances as economies reopen.

Major shipping lines have been weighed down by
extraordinary bottlenecks for months on end, with
lengthy disruptions upending business schedules and
causing havoc in markets.

Not all is lost. With the majority of Australia’s beer
supplies manufactured on-shore - and therefore
less impacted by chokeholds in international supply
chains - drowning one’s sorrows after the year that
was 2021 still looks entirely possible. Agencies

Macron welcomes Scholz as France,
Germany seek common ground

PARIS

FRENCH President Em-
manuel Macron welcomes
new German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz to Paris for an
inaugural working meet-
ing yesterday, when the two most powerful EU leaders
will begin the search for common ground to tackle crises
within the bloc and beyond.

Heading the agenda, French officials say, will be ten-
sions over Ukraine and Macron’s priorities for France’s six-
month European Union presidency, which starts on Jan 1.

Macron developed a friendly relationship with Scholz’s
long-time predecessor Angela Merkel, who broke with
German tradition by backing unprecedented joint debt-
raising efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic.

But the two leaders were also at odds over some key
issues including Germany’s gas imports from Russia and
how to defend Europe and its relationship with other big
competitors.

Other EU countries have also worked to forge mini-al-
liances - such as the Frugal Four of fiscally conservative
western nations or the Visegrad four in eastern Europe -
in part to redress perceived imbalances stemming from
Franco-German coordination efforts.

“It's good when we have a Franco-German couple that
gets on well... but it’s never enough,” Marion Gaillard, an
expert on French-German relations at political studies in-
stitute Sciences-Po in Paris said.

French diplomats appear optimistic over the outlook
for ties with Germany under Scholz, citing the “strategic
sovereignty” in the coalition deal that took him to power
that they say echoes Macron’s push for European “strate-
gic autonomy”. Agencies

GREEN and low-carbon devel-
opment philosophy is a guiding
principle for the regeneration
of old residential communities
in Liangxi district, Wuxi of east
China’s Jiangsu province, a na-
tional-level pilot area for urban
renewal projects.

Multiple measures have been
taken in the district to give
it a facelift. Nowadays, mod-
ern buildings are erected by
the sides of clean streets, and
the water quality in the Wuxi
section of the Grand Canal, a
2,500-year-old water course
linking north and south China,
has also been largely improved.
As a result, the sense of happi-

District in E China advances urban renewal with green, low-carbon philosophy

ness of local residents has been
greatly enhanced.

“Now the district is a great
place to live and work in, and we
enjoy the dividends of green de-
velopment everyday here,” said
Li Nan, who once moved to sub-
urban areas for better environ-
ment and recently moved back.

Besides, the district is also vig-
orously developing low-carbon
industries and modern services.
New business forms are pros-
pering there, including cross-
border e-commerce, headquar-
ters economy, digital economy

and the integrated sector of cul-
ture and tourism.

While advancing urban re-
newal, local authorities gave red
lights to high-energy consuming
and high-emission traditional
industries, such as paint mak-
ing, electroplating and chemi-
cal engineering, to make room
for green and low-carbon busi-
nesses.

“With the goal to peak carbon
emission and achieve carbon
neutrality, and based on the
environmental capacity of old
residential communities, we

have strictly controlled the
total emissions of pollutants
and developed producer ser-
vices in a targeted manner
to promote high-quality and
low-carbon development of
industries,” said Wang Shu,
deputy head of Liangxi’s ecol-
ogy and environment bureau.

Liangxi’s green develop-
ment is inseparable from a
science-based structure and
intelligence = management.
By building a demonstration
area for industry-city inte-
gration, the district has com-

temperature reclaimed water
discharged by the plant.
The high-temperature water

bined together its work and
commercial areas, and placed
residential communities
around work areas, which has
made the city more compact
and significantly shortened
the commuting distance of
the citizens, and thus allevi-
ating traffic jams and reduc-
ing air pollution. In addition,
the district is also employing
5G technology and advanced
devices to monitor sewage
discharge in 150 local rivers.
Liangxi district has made
sound achievements in pollu-

tion control and emission reduc-
tion through circular economy.

Yangming neighborhood of
the district houses a large num-
ber of enterprises. It has built
a big data storage center on a
piece of land where a polluting
enterprise was once operating.
The storage center discharges
no pollutant, but as a facility that
needs massive water cooling, it
consumes an immense amount
of electricity.

“We negotiated with a sewage
disposal plant and decided to
cool the storage center with low-

discharged by the plant is used
for temperature control of the
center via water source heat
pumps. In this way, energy is
saved and emissions reduced,”
said Wang Chao, deputy direc-
tor of the sub-district office of
Yangming neighborhood.

According to statistics, the
concentration of PM25 in Li-
angxi district has been lowered
to 278 micrograms per cubic
meter from 45 micrograms per
cubic meter three years ago, a
drop of 38.2 percent.

People’s Daily
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We will destroy ADF rebels once and for all, warns Ugandan commander

MUKAKATI

AT the front-line against armed
forces in northeastern Democratic
Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ma-
jor General Kayanja Muhanga of
the Ugandan army (UPDF), has
stated his determination to de-
stroy “once and for all” the rebels
of the Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF), a nightmare for the African
Great Lakes region.

It is from Mukakati, a temporary
base where the Ugandan army has
settled in the middle of the forest
in DRC’s Beni territory, long trou-
bled by armed attacks, that the
Ugandan officer elaborated in an
exclusive interview with Xinhua.

Since November 30, Ugandan
forces have officially launched, in
collaboration with their Congo-
lese counterparts (FARDC), air and
artillery operations against sever-
al positions of the notorious ADF
rebels in DRC, a nightmare shared
by Kinshasa and Kampala, which
accuses the ADF rebels of being
behind recent terrorist attacks in
the Ugandan capital.

A few hours after the launch of
the joint military operations, the
Ugandan army immediately de-
ployed troops and military equip-
ment that crossed the border from
Nobili, in DRC’s North Kivu prov-
ince.

At least 1,700 Ugandan soldiers
have already arrived on the Con-
golese soil since the beginning of
the operations, accompanied by
about 100 vehicles of the troop
transports, battle tanks, armored
vehicles and others, according to
the Congolese and Ugandan au-

thorities.

RESTORING PEACE THE

PRIORITY

For the major general, also the
Ugandan commander leading
these operations in DRC, it is time
to hunt down the rebels until the
total restoration of peace.

“After the official launch of op-
erations by airstrikes, we are cur-
rently in the phase of deploying
our ground troops to continue op-
erations and pursue the enemy ev-
erywhere through its hiding plac-
es in areas that have been under
threat for decades,” Muhanga said.

Without specifying a deadline
set for this operation, the Ugan-
dan officer however clarified the
mission’s priority of “eradicating
the ADF rebels to allow the return
of a lasting peace and commercial
activities” in the northeastern part
of the DRC.

Referring to the memorandum
signed by the two armies that
guides the objective of these on-
going operations, he promised
that the two armies will do their
best within the framework of this
memorandum to end the suffer-
ings of their peoples from the vio-
lences inflicted by the ADF rebels.

NO HIDDEN AGENDA

Responding to the question
raised by some organizations
against the deployment of Ugan-
dan armed forces in the DRC, Ma-
jor General Muhanga reassured
that his country has no hidden
agenda behind these operations
which simply consist of hunting
down and eradicating the ADF

Major General Kayanja Muhanga of the Ugandan army (UPDF) is seen in an exclu-
sive interview with Xinhua in Beni territory, northeastern Democratic Republic of

the Congo (DRC), on Dec. 8, 2021. Xinhua

rebels.

“I do not bring with me ma-
chines that consist in exploiting
any wealth of the DRC.

Our presence on the Congolese
soil justifies operations against the
rebels in order to bring peace be-
tween our countries. We are not
interested in the exploitation of
minerals or any trade.

It is clear,” he insisted. Some
poisoning campaigns undertaken
by certain personalities and orga-
nizations simply aim at diverting

the attention and support of the
population of two countries, espe-
cially that of the DRC on the ongo-
ing operations, he said.

“We have only brought our
souls, and we are focused on the
complete destruction of the ADF
rebels. No one is going to distract
us from that main objective. And
in order to succeed, we need ev-
eryone during this operation,”
Muhanga added.

POSSIBLE COLLABORATION

WITH U.N.

In a press conference held on
December 1, the spokesman of the
UN Mission in the DRC (MONUS-
CO) Mathias Gillmann expressed
the “respect” of the UN mission for
the joint military operations be-
tween Kinshasa and Kampala.

“Our mandate allows us to sup-
port the Congolese army in its op-
erations. Our mandate does not
allow us to support a regional co-
alition.

But that doesn’t mean we can’t
do anything. It simply means that
our efforts must be coordinated,”
he noted.

Responding to the joint opera-
tions by the two countries, head
of the MONUSCO Bintou Keita
asked on December 6 in New York
Kinshasa and Kampala to define a
“common strategy as part of ongo-
ing operations to ensure the secu-
rity of the civilian population”, still
without stating a roadmap on pos-
sible participation in the Kinsha-
sa-Kampala joint operation.

Regarding possible collabora-
tion with MONUSCO elements de-
ployed in northeastern DRC, the
Uganda Commander stressed that
he has no particular problems
with MONUSCO, which has al-
ready been conducting operations
in collaboration with the DRC for
several years.

"We have a memorandum
signed between us two countries
(Uganda and the DRC) to conduct
the joint military operations. But if
there is ever any support from the
UN, then it does not give us any
particular problem,” he said.

Xinhua
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Russia not against US joining
Normandy Four, unclear
what it can bring - diplomat

MOsSCoOw

RUSSIA is not opposed to US
joining the Normandy Four format,
but it does not quite understand
what Washington may bring to it,
Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergey Ryabkov told journalists on
Thursday.

“First, we are not opposed to [the
US joining the Normandy Four for-
mat]. Second, it is not us who have
doubts about it. Third, we don’t
quite understand what the Ameri-
cans can bring to this format,” he
said.

Ryabkov (pictured) expressed
his doubts about the degree of US’
potential involvement in the con-
tainment of Kiev and in demanding
that the Ukrainian authorities ful-
fill the Minsk Agreements, should
Washington join the format.

Earlier, Russian Deputy Foreign
Minister Alexander Grushko said
that Russia does not discuss the US’
accession to the Normandy Format
with Germany and France.

Agencies

Nexw-generation extravehicular spacesuits demonstrate Chinds advances inaerospace technology ~ Chinese envoy calls for efforts to help
Africa tackle terrorism, climate change

UNITED NATIONS

By Yu Jianbin

DRESSED in China’s new-gener-
ation extravehicular mobility units
(EMUs), Chinese astronauts Zhai Zhi-
gang and Wang Yaping, both on the
country’s Shenzhou-13 spaceflight
mission, lately stepped out of the
Tianhe core module of the Tiangong
space station of China for extrave-
hicular activities (EVAS).

Wang Yaping, who completed her
first spacewalk in the new-genera-
tion homemade spacesuit named
“Feitian”, became Chinas first female
astronaut to conduct EVAs and at-
tracted wide attention.

Conducting EVAs is an essential
part of astronauts’ work in space, as
the maintenance and upgrading of
space station depends highly on as-
tronauts’ EVAs.

Extravehicular spacesuits, which
weigh asmuch as over 100 kilograms,
are undoubtedly “protective armor”
for astronauts. They can guarantee
astronauts’ safety and enable them
to complete EVAs smoothly.

The environment of outer space is
very complex. Harsh environmental
factors such as vacuum, high and
low temperatures, solar radiation
and micro-meteors pose huge risks
to astronauts.

While conducting EVAs, astro-
nauts are faced with a space envi-
ronment with an orbital altitude of
300 to 450 kilometers, temperature
variations between 120 and minus
120 degrees Celsius every ninety
minutes, as well as space debris and
radiation.

To ensure that astronauts can
maintain normal life activities and
work outside the spacecraft in such
an environment, the specially-de-
signed extravehicular spacesuits
have to provide safe and effective
protection from the environment as
well as environmental control and
life support in confined space, func-
tioning as a human-shaped space-
ship.

A CHINESE envoy on Thursday called for
efforts to help Africa tackle terrorism and cli-

mate change.

In recent years, terrorism has presented

Dressed in China's new-generation Extravehicular Mobility Units (EMUs), Chinese astronauts Zhai
Zhigang and Wang Yaping, both on the country’s Shenzhou-13 spaceflight mission, step out of the Tianhe
core module of the Tiangong space station of China for extravehicular activities (EVAs), Nov. 7, 2021.

Materials and techniques for making EMUs must reach
unimaginably high standards as they need to withstand
the brutal environment of the outer space while guaran-
teeing that astronauts can perform extravehicular opera-
tions flexibly.

On Sept. 27, 2008, Zhai completed his first EVA wear-
ing the first generation of China’s self-developed Feitian
extravehicular spacesuits, which symbolized that China
became the third country in the world to independently
master the technologies for EVAs.

The second generation of Feitian extravehicular space-
suits, the ones Zhai and Wang wore for the Shenzhou-13
mission, has been upgraded according to the needs of as-
tronauts’ EVAs in the construction stage of the country’s
space station.

Compared with the first version, the new-generation
extravehicular spacesuits have new structure, longer ser-
vice life and greater comfortability, thus becoming safer,
more durable and reliable and showing stronger flexibil-
ity, testability and maintainability.

China’s continuously increasing capabilities in the re-
search and development (R&D) of EMUs serve as vivid
demonstrations of the country’s firm steps in advancing
its aerospace cause.

As the “lifejackets” of astronauts, the valuable extra-
vehicular spacesuits require complex and precise tech-
niques as well as meticulous R&D and making.

At present, spacesuits are carefully stitched by hand,
whether in China and in other countries. It takes over 130
hours to finish the upper limb restraint layer of an intra-
vehicular spacesuit, more than 260 hours to make the

lower extremity restraint layer of an
EMU, and nearly four months to as-
semble an extravehicular spacesuit.

The dimensional tolerance during
the sewing process cannot exceed
one millimeter, and even a single
particle of dust may cause a catastro-
phe, which demands both craft and
patience of spacesuit researchers.

Thanks to its aerospace R&D team
that can always surmount difficulties
and make breakthroughs, China’s
self-developed EMUs have been con-
tinuously improved to guarantee as-
tronauts’ safety in their exploration
of the outer space.

From the Chang’e lunar missions to
China’s first Mars mission, from Chi-
nese astronauts’ entering the coun-
try’s own space station for the first
time to the launch of the country’s
first solar exploration satellite Xihe,
China’s steadier and bigger strides
in exploring further into space have
mirrored the country’s continuous
advances in aerospace technology.
It is believed that the Chinese people
will achieve even greater results in
space exploration in the future.

People’s Daily

major threats to Africa, in particular, the Sahel,
said Zhang Jun, China’s permanent represen-
tative to the United Nations.

Facing the challenges, the G5 Sahel (Burkina
Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, and Niger) have
united to enhance capacity and deepen coun-
ter-terrorism cooperation, playing an impor-
tant role in maintaining regional security. Chi-
na appreciates such efforts, he told an open
debate of the Security Council on security in
the context of terrorism and climate change.

“China endorses the continued joint coun-
ter-terrorism operations by Niger and coun-
tries in the region, supports sustainable and
predictable funding to the G5 Sahel Joint Mili-
tary Force and calls on the international com-
munity to provide more help in logistics and
capacity building,” he said.

In the long term, the military approach
alone is not sufficient to eliminate the security
threats in the Sahel. Efforts need to be made
to address the roots causes of conflict. The
international community should help Afri-
can countries address the multiple difficulties
such as economic woes, food insecurity and
tribal tensions, eliminate the breeding ground
of terrorism, continue to support regional
countries in enhancing security capacity-
building, provide protection to the grassroots
population and ensure that civilian facilities
such as schools and hospitals are protected in
conflicts, said Zhang.

The United Nations can make use of its own
advantages to help countries concerned pro-
tect the rights and interests of women, chil-
dren, and the vulnerable so that they can fully
enjoy the development fruits and so that the
impact of extremist thoughts can be cut off, he
said.

Climate change presents a grave challenge
to the sustainable development of Africa. Like
other developing countries, Africa lacks fund-
ing, technology and capabilities the most, he
said.

China supports even stronger attention and

Zhang Jun, China’s permanent representative to
the United Nations

support to Africa’s response to climate change,
he said. “We call on developed countries to
effectively fulfill their historical responsibili-
ties and honor their commitments on climate
financing, technology transfer, and capacity-
building so that commitments will be turned
into practical actions.”

Climate change has inflicted a serious im-
pact on the countries in the Sahel and compli-
cated solutions to the conflicts in the region.
China calls on the Security Council to take a
situation-based approach in its in-depth analy-
sis of the impact of climate change on the Sa-
hel so as to have an accurate understanding
and examine practical and viable solutions,
said Zhang.

China has always been a staunch supporter,
constructive participant, and active contribu-
tor to the cause of peace and security in Africa.
In terms of support to Africa, China has always
been in action. China will continue to make
contributions to peace and development Af-
rica with practical actions, he said. Xinhua

COVID-19: WHO warns against renewed vaccine hoarding

GENEVA

THE World Health Organization
warned wealthy countries on Thurs-
day against hoarding COVID-19 vac-
cines for booster shots as they try to
fight off the new Omicron variant,
threatening supplies to poorer coun-
tries where inoculation rates are low.

Many Western nations have been
rolling out boosters, targeting the
elderly and people with underly-
ing health issues, but worries about
the fast-spreading Omicron have
prompted some to expand their pro-

grams.

The WHO recommended boosters
instead for those with health issues,
or those who have received an inac-
tivated shot.

The jury is still out on how effec-
tive current vaccines are against
Omicron. They have so far proved
hugely successful in slowing the
spread of the coronavirus and the se-
verity of illness, and low rates of in-
oculation pose the risk of more dan-
gerous and more vaccine-resistant
variants emerging.

“As we head into whatever the

Omicron situation is going to be,
there is risk that the global supply
is again going to revert to high-in-
come countries hoarding vaccine,”
the WHO’s vaccine director, Kate
O’Brien, told a briefing.

“..It's not going to work. It’s not
going to work from an epidemio-
logic perspective and it’s not going to
work from a transmission perspec-
tive unless we actually have vaccine
going to all countries.”

Mike Ryan, WHO emergencies di-
rector, said Omicron appeared to be
“fitter and faster” but it was not in-

vincible. “We don’t fully understand
the implications clinically or the im-
plications for our vaccines. ... What
we do in the coming days and weeks,
both in terms of virus suppression,
vaccination and equity will make a
huge difference to the evolution of
this pandemic in 2022,” he said.
Omicron was first detected in
southern Africa and Hong Kong
and Africa accounts for 46 percent
of reported cases globally, Richard
Mihigo, coordinator of the WHO’s
Immunisation and Vaccine Develop-
ment Programme for Africa, told an

online briefing.

Early hospital data from South
Africa shows fewer than a third of
patients admitted during the latest
wave linked to Omicron were suf-
fering severe illness, compared with
two thirds in early stages of the last
two waves. Just 7.5 percent of more
than one billion people in Africa
have had primary vaccine shots.

O’Brien’s warning came as supplies
to the global COVAX vaccine-sharing
program run by the WHO and char-
ity GAVI have increased in the past
few months due to donations from

wealthy countries and after India
eased limits on exports of vaccines.
She said a major problem for COVAX
had been wealthy countries donat-
ing vaccines with a relatively short
shelf life.

The WHO has said in recent
months that administering primary
doses should be a priority and its
vaccine advisory panel recommend-
ed on Thursday that people who are
immunocompromised or received
an inactivated vaccine should re-
ceive a booster.

Agencies
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Simba SC players participate in training in Dar es Salaam to shape up for this season’s CAF
Champions League’s first preliminary round game against Jwaneng Galaxy FC of Botswana,
which took place in the city on October 17. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Simba SC questions GSM
Group’s sponsorship for
NBC Premier League

By Correspondent Nassir NchiCHIMBI

SIMBA SC leadership has planned to
boycott wearing jerseys with the logo
of the Premier League co-sponsor,
GSM Group, alleging the lack of trans-
parency in the contract between the
Tanzania Football Federation (TFF)
and the company, which was signed
last month.

The club’s decision comes follow-
ing a statement from its management
in an official letter to the Tanzania
Premier League Board (TPLB) stating
that the outfit could not comply with
the contract’s agreement on the use of
the GSM Group logo starting with the
league game against Yanga at the Ben-
jamin Mkapa Stadium today.

In the letter addressed to TPLB Chief
Executive Officer, Almas Kasongo,
Simba SC revealed it needed clarifica-
tion on several issues in the contract
before accepting the league board’s
order to put the GSM Group’s logo on
their jerseys.

Among Simba SC’s main arguments
is that GSM Group’s sponsorship for
the league casts doubt on inequality as
there is a conflict of interest between
the company and Yanga. The GSM
Group sponsors Yanga.

One of the company’s main goals is
to ensure Yanga lifts this season’s NBC
Premier League trophy.

The TFF secrecy in informing out-
fits about the signing ceremony of the
agreement that witnessed several Yan-
ga officials attending.

Apart from that, Simba SC also wants
clarification on how the agreement
will not affect other clubs considering
the vice-chairman of Yanga Registra-
tion Committee, Hersi Said, has also
been representing GSM Group in vari-
ous activities.

Said has further been accompanying
club officials, Simba is concerned that
Yanga is the one sponsoring TPLB un-
der the sponsorship umbrella.

The statement revealed: “We believe
that Yanga will have an unequal advan-
tage in TPLB outside their relationship
with GSM Group as a sponsor unlike
Simba SC and other teams.”

“We would like to remind TFF and
TPLB that Premier League regulations
prohibit clubs from contacting a spon-

sor without TFF approval.”

“In this, Simba SC and other clubs
will not be able to contact GSM Group.
However, despite the obstacle, Yanga
communicates directly with the GSM
Group.”

No one knows to what extent this
will affect equity in TPLB progress.

Rule 16 (11.1) of the 2021 Premier
League reads: “It is not permissible
for the club/referee/player to make di-
rect contact with the league sponsor
without the permission of the TFF on
matters about the sponsorship agree-
ment.”

“Anyone who violates it will be sen-
tenced to between three and twelve
months or a fine of five hundred thou-
sand shillings,” Simba SC’s letter quot-
ed league rule.

According to the letter, Simba SC is
concerned that Yanga has a chance to
break the rules under the auspices of
the GSM Group’s sponsorship, which
will remove inequality for other clubs
as opposed to FIFA’s equality concept.

Despite TPLB being the body that
represents the interests of the club, the
situation has been different as the TFF
has been the one signing the league
sponsorship agreements with the foot-
ball clubs not only being involved in
negotiations but also not understand-
ing the terms of those agreements.

However, immediately after the sign-
ing of the agreement last month, TFF
issued a warning to football stakehold-
ers and clubs not to comment or ques-
tion the deal.

“We would like to emphasize that the
two-year contract is between TFF and
GSM Group. So no club or person can
explain the agreement other than the
parties involved.”

“TFF will not hesitate to take action
against clubs that are trying to clarify
or explain the agreement when the
parties are TFF and GSM Group,” the
TFF statement said.

KMC FC secretary-general Walter
Harisson said they have received a
letter from the GSM Group’s Board of
Trustees and are reviewing the terms
of the agreement and will discuss it.

And Biashara United Chairman Sele-
man Mataso said all the side wanted
was more money.

Heritier Makambo ought to prove
his worth in second spell at Yanga

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

ANGA forward, Heritier

i Makambo, is seemingly

finding it difficult to

make his presence felt at the

side. Life must be difficult for
him.

The only thing a domestic
soccer supporter can praise
him for is his ability to keep
quiet and not complain about
what is happening in the outfit.
He has not yet complained to
the press.

He left Yanga as a hero three
years ago and sealed a move
to Guinea football giants AC
Horoya.

He has returned to Yanga as a
hero. Yet his star fades.

I do not think it is because of
his issue. Yanga’s head coach
Mohamed Nabi preference has
probably brought about the is-
sue.

The situation started when
Yanga was on the market look-
ing for two competent foreign
strikers after the failures of Mi-
chael Sarpong and Fiston Ab-
doulrazak.

Coach Nabi did not want
Makambo and did not know
him.

Nabi’s mind was on another
Congolese international striker,
Jean-Marc Makusu. Nabi was
forcing Yanga leaders to take
Makusu, not Makambo.

Nabi was shown Makambo
videos and how he did great
things for Yanga but the Tuni-
sian coach refused to recom-
mend the footballer.

Yanga officials also refused
to take Makusu because the
former AS Vita and Orlando Pi-
rates star had not played foot-
ball for the entire season.

Yanga officials, despite ac-
cepting Makambo, were under
pressure from the club’s fans

Yanga forward, Heritier Makambo.

and members to bring Makambo back.

Fiston Mayele was the player both
officials and coach had sought to rope
in. Yanga bosses wanted Mayele and
Nabi also wanted the attacker.

Life became easier for Mayele from
his first day in Yanga.

In Nabi’s mind, I think Mayele does
not have a rival for his position.

Had the tactician found Makusu I
think there would have been a lot of
competition between Makusu and
Mayele but, in the current situation,
life has been difficult for Makambo.

Unfortunately, Mayele scores goals
regularly. It is a good thing for the team
but it becomes bad for Makambo.

First of all Yanga fans and members
find themselves forgetting Makambo
who is restricted to the bench.

Sometimes local football fans are
the catalyst for a change of squad.

Simba SC’s fans for example recently
pushed for the team’s midfielder, Ibra-
him Ajibu, to be brought back to the
field in the match against Namungo
FC.

This was due to the team not having
balance.

But as it stands now, Yanga fans can-
not put pressure on Makambo to step

up his performance when
the team wins and Mayele
scores.

As a result, if you add
up all the minutes that
Makambo has played since
the start of the league, the
attacker has not taken the
pitch for 120 minutes.

This is another problem
for Nabi. It is obvious that
Mayele has been doing well
but the tactician still gives
Makambo a few minutes.

As a result, Makambo’s
quality continues to de-
cline even in the minutes
he enters the pitch.

The striker completely
fails to prove his worth in
the few minutes he is on
the pitch because they are
not enough.

Simba SC has a different
situation. The squad’s at-
tacker John Bocco would
get a chance to feature in
starting lineup, then fellow
attacker Meddie Kagere is
brought in after 70 min-
utes.

In the following match,
Kagere might start Kagere
and then Chris Mugalu
takes the pitch in the 70th
minute.

There is a good rotation
that gives all strikers a
chance to be fit as the sea-
son progresses.

When Nabi fails to effi-
ciently rotate his forwards,
he creates a huge gap be-
tween Mayele and Makam-
bo.

Worse, there is also a
huge gap between Mayele
and the team’s third striker,
Yusuf Athuman, who also
has a few minutes on the
pitch.

Mayele and Makambo
are players with different

characteristics on the field
although they are both
good at scoring goals.

I think what misses Nabi
from Mayele is his ability
to get more involved in the
match let alone scoring.

A good example is a
goal he scored in a top-
flight match against Mbeya
Kwanza FC.

The movement, which
helped Yanga post the goal,
started with him before he
returned the ball to Said
Ntibanzokiza who passed
it to Feisal Salum and the
midfielder executed an as-
sist to Mayele who scored.

However, despite May-
ele’s quality, Makambo
deserves a chance to play
many minutes on the field
because Yanga lately cre-
ates a lot of opportunities
on the field.

If Makambo was able to
score a lot of goals thanks
to his good cohesion with
midfielder Ajibu in the at-
tacker’s early spell at the
squad, will fail to do so now
at the moment the player is
surrounded by many gifted
midfielders?

In his second stint, the
forward has two goals
which he has scored in
friendly matches.

If Nabi continues to trust
him and give him more
minutes he may be more fit
and perform well later un-
like now as there is a huge
gap between him and May-
ele.

The worst thing that
could happen to Makambo
at the moment is if Yanga
decides to go to the market
and buy a new striker in
the mini transfer window
next month.

Yanga members, fans participate in blood donation

By Correspondent James Kandoya

YANGA members and fans
have come out in large num-
bers to donate blood to needy
people at the Muhimbili Ortho-
pedic Institute (MOI) in Dar es
Salaam mid-week and donate
more than 100 bottles.

The MOI Medical Director,
Samuel Swai, commended Yan-
ga leadership for continuing to
support the institute via taking
part in the blood donation ex-
ercise and donating the outfit’s
jerseys to each participant.

“They have been supporting
the blood donation exercise via
seeing to it that their fans come
in large numbers and this is the
fourth time,” Swai added.

Swai noted that the blood do-
nation was specially designed
to save the lives of accident vic-
tims treated at the hospital.

“We thank the GSM Group
and Yanga followers for sup-
porting us in this exercise.”

“The exercise went well
and they have donated a lot of
blood, the institution collected
more than 100 bottles.”

GSM Group Investment Di-
rector, Hersi Said, who also took
part in the exercise, said that
apart from involvement in foot-
ball, they are giving back to the
community, including conduct-
ing blood donation activities.

“It’s a pleasure for our coun-
try to celebrate 60 years and
also towards NBC Premier

League fixture pitting Yanga
against Simba SC, we have done
this exercise to help the needy
community.”

Hersi added that the blood
donation exercise has been
done by Yanga followers who
have also been able to get their
club’s jerseys.

Yanga Chief Executive Officer,
Senzo Mazingiza, who also at-
tended the event, handed over
the outfit’s jerseys to enthusi-
asts who turned up for the ex-
ercise.

The MOI Information Offi-
cer, Patrick Mvungi, thanked
the various people who came
forward to donate blood, stat-
ing the gesture has been giving
them comfort.

The official pointed out the
MOI needs more blood dona-
tions.

“Until the exercise ends in
the evening we were able to re-
ceive more than 100 bottles of
blood.”

“MOI receives many people
including the injured. There are
also blood donors for every ma-
jor surgery practice in our units
within the MOL.”

“Other stakeholders are also
heavily involved in donating
blood to save lives.”

Yanga is to take on age-old
rivals Simba SC in the NBC Pre-
mier League clash at Benjamin
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Sa-
laam today.

Tanzania wins nine gold med

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

NINE Tanzanian swim-
mers have impressively
begun their participa-
tion in the third African
Swimming Confederation
(CANA) Zone 3 tournament
which started this week at
the Kampala International
School swimming pool in
Uganda.

The swimmers won nine
gold medals on the first day
of the competition.

Romeo Mwaipasi won a
gold medal in the 800m
Freestyle event recording
10.05.65 for U-14 swimmers
and also won a gold medal
in 100m Backstroke.

Other gold medalists
are Collins Saliboko in the

and 100m Backstroke.

Swimmers compete in this year's National Swimming Club Championship, which took place
at the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Is at CANA Zone 3 tournament

more medals due to the
team they have in the
competition, the prepa-
rations they have made,
and the morale.

“We have a competi-
tive squad and our play-
ers will participate in
different styles, so we
expect to get more med-
als for our swimmers in
the coming days,” Invio-
latha said.

The tournament,
which involves the six
nations of Zone 3, is one
of the preparations for
the Tanzanian team for
the World Champion-
ships slated for Decem-
ber 16-22 in Abu Dhabi,
UAE.

Ria and Collins are

800m Freestyle for swim-
mers over the age of 15.
The swimmer also won
gold in the 100m Back-
stroke, Natalia Ladha won
the same medal on the girls’
side while Austin Okore
won the medal in the 50m

Filbertha emerged as the top 100m
Backstroke, a medal similar to the
one Ria Save won for competitors of
different ages.

Ria took another silver medal for
girls in the 800m Freestyle using
11.04.84 and Natalia took in the 800m

Freestyle while Lina Goyayi took the
same medal in the 100m Backstroke.

Delbert Parth Ipilinga and Jayesh
Motichand took bronze medals in the
800m Freestyle.

The Tanzania Swimming Associa-
tion Secretary-General, Inviolatha
Itatiro, said they have a chance to win

among the four Tanza-
nian swimmers to com-
pete in the World Cham-
pionships, the others are
Hilal Hilal and Eunike
Fugo.
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Gerrard returns to
Liverpool as Covid
stalks Premier League

LONDON

STEVEN Gerrard will be determined to give
Liverpool a bloody nose on an emotional return
to Anfield with Aston Villa on Saturday as the
coronavirus once more casts a shadow over the
Premier League.

Former Liverpool midfielder Gerrard has won
three of his four league matches since taking
over from Dean Smith at Villa Park but faces a
tough task against Jurgen Klopp’s free-scoring
team.

Dethroned leaders Chelsea will be desperate
to get back on track against Leeds this weekend,
while Newcastle start a tough run of games that
could make or break their season.

AFP Sport takes a look at some of the talking
points ahead of the action.

Gerrard factor

Steven Gerrard is widely expected to return
to Liverpool as manager one day after a stellar
playing career at Anfield, but he has been at
pains to say he does not regard the Villa job as a
mere stepping stone.

The 41-year-old left Scottish champions Rang-
ers last month to pit his wits as a manager in the
Premier League and has had an immediate im-
pact.

Wins over Brighton, Crystal Palace and Leices-
ter have lifted Villa to 10th place, with the only
blot on his copybook being a narrow 2-1 defeat
to leaders Manchester City.

He knows that although he is likely to receive
a warm welcome at Liverpool, the goodwill will
end when the home side kick off in search of
their fifth straight league win.

Gerrard, who won the Champions League, two
FA Cups, three League Cups and the UEFA Cup
at Anfield, promised he would not get caught up
in the occasion.

“I certainly won’t make it about me,” he said.
“If other people do I can’t control that. It’s about
us going there full of confidence and belief that
we can go and take something from the game.”

Leaky Chelsea

Chelsea went into last weekend’s game against
West Ham, which ended in a 3-2 defeat, with
the proud record of just six goals conceded in
14 Premier League matches but they have now
sprung a leak.

The 3-3 Champions League draw against Zenit
Saint Petersburg on Wednesday meant a Thom-
as Tuchel side had conceded three or more
goals in consecutive games for the first time
since April 2019, when he was manager of Paris
Saint-Germain.

The German knows Chelsea must recover
their defensive solidity as the bedrock of a title
challenge because they do not boast the attack-
ing resources of Manchester City or Liverpool.

Forwards Romelu Lukaku and Timo Werner
are now level with defender Reece James and
attacking midfielder Mason Mount at the top of
Chelsea’s goalscoring charts, but tellingly they
have just five goals apiece in all competitions.

AFP

Barcelona can't cope with
Europe’s best - Muller

MUNICH

BAYERN Munich’s Thomas Muller said Barce-
lona can’t cope with the intensity of Europe’s top
sides after the five-time Champions League win-
ners crashed out of the group stages following
a 3-0 defeat at the Allianz Arena.

Muller opened the scoring, with Leroy
Sane and Jamal Musiala also on target, to con-
demn Barca to a place in the Europa League in the
New Year.

It’s the first time since 2003-04 that the Cata-
lan club will not be in the knockout stages of the
Champions League.

“We really tried to get the intensity into the game
because I think we’re really massively different to
Barcelona, at least in their current state, because
of that intensity,” Muller told UEFA.com.

“I don’t think they can cope with that intensity.
Technically they have it all and they have some re-
ally good players, there’s no question about that,
but we can deliver this intensity both in posses-
sion and out of possession. I don’t think they can
cope with the intensity in top-level football.”

Barca beat Bayern in the semifinal when they
clinched their fourth Champions League trophy
in nine years in 2015 but a steady decline, under-
pinned by a financial crisis, has set in since then.

Bayern, meanwhile, have become Barca’s bogey
team, beating them 8-2 in the quarterfinal in 2020
and 3-0 in both group stage meetings this season.

“I think the difference was certainly very clear,
especially in the second half,” Muller said. “We
should have scored more goals, but we’re happy.
Barcelona are still a big name in the football world,
so to beat them 3-0 twice -- in Barcelona and again
at home -- is still satisfying.”

Barca coach Xavi, who was taking charge of just
his fifth game since replacing Ronald Koeman,
said the loss exposed the “harsh reality” facing
his side.

(Agencies)

Gerrard's Liverpool return starts audition to replace Klopp

By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer,
ESPNFC

(0] matter

what he does

as Aston

Villa  man-
ager, Steven Gerrard’s
post-playing career will
ultimately be defined by
whether his path takes
him back to Liverpool.
Football loves the story
of a returning hero and
there are none bigger
than Gerrard when it
comes to going back to
the club he graced for
15+ years, but it is a nos-
talgia trap that will al-
ways threaten to catch
him out.

Saturday sees Ger-
rard’s first competitive
action at Anfield since
playing his final game
for the club in May 2015
and he returns having al-
ready made his mark in
management by winning
the Scottish Premiership
title with Rangers last
season. Many legendary
players go into manage-
ment shouldering huge
expectations because of
their feats on the pitch,
but few are able to live
up to the hype; Gerrard,
though, has already
proved his credentials as

Steven Gerrard

a winning coach, and it is
why Villa recruited him
last month to replace the
sacked Dean Smith.

This weekend will be
regarded by many as
a precursor to the day
Gerrard occupies the
home dugout and lives
out the fairy tale of be-
ing the local boy, who
became arguably the
club’s greatest player
before repeating his he-
roics as manager. It has
happened before at Liv-
erpool: Kenny Dalglish,

Gerrard’s biggest rival
for the title of Anfield’s
best, went from player
to manager and guided
the club to three league
titles and two FA Cups in
his first spell as manager.
So if Dalglish could do it,
why not Gerrard?

In terms of his prepa-
ration for a successful
career in management,
Gerrard has readied
himself better than
most. He managed Liver-
pool’s under-18 team for
18 months, learning the

ropes as part of Jurgen
Klopp’s coaching set-up,
then moved to Rangers
at the same time as com-
pleting his UEFA Pro-
Licence, the key qualifi-
cation to enable him to
manage at the top level.

And his three years
at TIbrox taught him
about management at
the sharp end, at a huge
club that demands suc-
cess, which he delivered
by stopping Celtic at-
tempts to win a 10th
straight Scottish title. So
Gerrard has taken the
step up to the Premier
League at Villa having
given himself a solid
grounding in coaching.

But what happens
next is possibly the big-
gest question of his ca-
reer. Klopp’s contract at
Liverpool runs out at the
end of the 2023-24 sea-
son and, given he said
in August 2020 that he
would “take a year off
and ask myself if I miss
football,” the prospect
of a managerial vacancy
in two-and-a-half years
is real. If Gerrard does
well at Villa, the clamour
for him to succeed Klopp
will become unavoid-
able.

But is that fair on him

or the team he manages?
Villa are too big a club
-- European champions
in 1982 and seven-time
English champions -- to
be a steppingstone and
Gerrard must prove
himself in the Premier
League without the
constant judgement of
whether he is capable of
succeeding Klopp.
Liverpool’s owners
may take emotion out of
the decision and opt for
a coach with Champions
League pedigree as the
only way to go for a club
defined by its success in
European football, but
while Gerrard is in man-
agement it will always be
a case of when -- not if --
he makes a return at An-
field. It will be the topic
of conversation between
fans and pundits alike
before, during and after
this weekend’s game.
Few have succeeded in
management at the club
where they became leg-
ends as players. Zinedine
Zidane won three Cham-
pions League trophies
as Real Madrid coach,
while Johan Cruyff and
Pep Guardiola became
icons at Barcelona. Yet
even Cruyff was sacked
at Camp Nou, despite

winning the club’s first
European Cup.

Alan Shearer and Kev-
in Keegan (Newcastle
United), Glenn Hoddle
(Tottenham  Hotspur)
and Frank Lampard
(Chelsea) were held in
the same kind of esteem
as Gerrard, but failed to
deliver success as man-
agers at their old team,
while Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer at Manchester Unit-
ed is the most recent ex-
ample of falling short as
manager at the place he
made his name.

Even Dalglish, in his
second spell as Liver-
pool, was sacked when
things turned sour, so
the sentiment that can
drive the appointment
has long evaporated by
the time the ax has to
fall.

Gerrard may prove to
be different. If he suc-
ceeds at Villa and be-
comes the obvious can-
didate to replace Klopp,
he could be Liverpool’s
Zidane or Guardiola
rather than their Sol-
skjaer or Shearer. One
thing for certain is that
talk of him managing
Liverpool will not go
away, whether he likes it
or not.

Champions League breakout XI: Nkunku, Nunez and more

ESPN

THE Champions
League is a competition
that defines careers. A
few good performances
on the biggest club stage
in Europe can enhance a
player’s reputation, get
them a new contract,
or even attract a host of
scouts from opposing
teams.

Over the years we
have been blessed to
see the likes of Lio-
nel Messi, Cristiano
Ronaldo and Kylian
Mbappe blossom. But
every new season in
the Champions League
brings new players who
are able to increase their
levels of performance.

With the memories
of April’s failed attempt
by 12 clubs to form a
breakaway = European
Super League still fresh,
the 202122 Champi-
ons League group stage
is proof that you don’t
need to mess with the
competition.

So here are 11 players
who have made the step
up to shine this season.
Some of them are al-
ready well established at
their current clubs, but
their contributions in
Europe have taken them
to another level.

*Goalkeeper: Geor-
gios Athanasiadis,
28, Sheriff Tiraspol

Sheriff’s incredible
2-1 win over Real Ma-
drid at the Bernabeu in
the Champions League
group stage would cer-
tainly not have hap-
pened without a string of
magnificent saves from
the Greek goalkeeper,
and the one which de-
nied Luka Modric from
close range late in the
second half was espe-
cially outstanding.

A loan signing from
AEK Athens this sum-
mer, Athanasiadis faced
an incredible 28 shots
in the Spanish capital,
of which 11 were on tar-
get, and did brilliantly to
keep Madrid at bay. He
also proved decisive for
the Moldovan minnows
in their qualification for
the group stage as he
kept two clean sheets
against Dinamo Zagreb

in the playoffs. Excellent
on the line, agile for his
size and equipped with
wonderful reflexes, he’s
a traditional shot stop-
per who thrives under

pressure.
*Right-back: Rasmus
Kristensen, 24, FC Salz-
burg
Having struggled

with the step up from
FC Midtjylland when
he joined Ajax in 2019,
the Denmark inter-
national left after 18
months and has blos-
somed in Austria. Due
to his centre-back-esque
build, Kristensen can be
hard to assess at first,
but once settled into the
pace of a game he catch-
es the eye with strong
forward runs, a decent
touch and ability to navi-
gate narrow spaces. He
is also able to get himself
into the position to put
in a cross.

*Central
er:  Goncalo
20, Sporting CP

Quick, agile, aggressive
and adventurous going
forward, the 20-year-old
only made his debut for
the Portuguese cham-
pions last December
but seems completely
unfazed by the sudden
jump in level.

Usually lining up on
the right or middle of
Sporting’s back three,
the left-footed centre-
back is generally the
most proactive of the
unit, often intercept-
ing the ball high up the
pitch before keeping it
moving. Inacio is also
progressive in his pass-
ing game -- he can hit
an early ball in behind
the defence to pinpoint
a teammate -- and is ex-
ceptionally alert for a de-
fender of his young age.

*Central defend-
er: Lisandro Martinez,
23, Ajax

With the 5-foot-10 Jur-
rien Timber alongside
him, the 5-foot-9 Argen-
tina international com-
pletes one of the shortest
defensive partnership in
the Champions League
group stage. Even so,
Martinez doesn’t shy
away from the aerial
challenges coming his
way and has come out

defend-
Inacio,

Xavi Hernandez

on top from 70% of them

this year as Ajax have im-
pressed.
Martinez is an ex-

tremely difficult oppo-
nent to face. His high
degree of alertness and
mobility allows him to
win the ball early and he
masters the somewhat
dying art of one-vs.-one
defending in and around
the penalty area. The
left-footed defender is
also tremendously safe
and skilled in possession
(95% pass accuracy) with
one key pass on average
per game.
“Left-back:
20, Benfica
Strictly speaking the
Brazilian has been field-
ed as aleft centre-back in
Benfica’s back three this
season, but is equally
happy to explore space
down the left flank.
While Morato has only
started two Champions
League games, Jorge Je-
sus rated the ex-Sao Pau-

Morato,

lo man highly enough to
start him against Bayern
Munich, and he scored
in the 5-2 defeat.

There are still aspects
to improve in Morato’s
game: His passing is
still relatively predict-
able -- typically looking
to find wing-back Alex
Grimaldo -- and he can
sometimes look hesitant
and slow on the turn. Yet
he has shown himself
to be physically strong,
brilliant in the air, quick
over longer distances
and with a decent touch
on the ball, so is clearly a
player to watch.

*Defensive  midfield-
er: Mohamed Camara,
21, FC Salzburg

The Mali internation-
alhaslookedincreasingly
comfortable as the com-
petition has developed.
Camara plays with the
presence, tactical disci-
pline and confidence of
a more seasoned defen-
sive midfielder. While

being safe, but not risk-
averse, in possession, he
is outstanding at the de-
fensive side of the game.
Indeed, he covers a lot of
ground, features an im-
pressive rate of intercep-
tions and free ball pick-
ups per match, while he
often restrains himself
from surging forward in
order to cover for Sal-
zburg’s  attack-minded
full-backs. Already an
undisputed regular in
his first year, he’s anoth-
er product of the club’s
impressive setup.

*Attacking  midfield-
er: Christopher Nkunku,
24, RB Leipzig

One bright spot for RB
Leipzig in a fairly miser-
able first part of the sea-
son has been the resur-
gence of Nkunku. Such
has been his impact in
the Champions League
that he’s reportedly at-
tracted interest from
the likes of Real Madrid
and Liverpool. The ver-
satile Frenchman -- who
was never more than a
squad player at Paris
Saint-Germain  before
he left for Leipzig in
2019 -- made an early
mark in the competition
with a hat trick away
against Manchester
City (which featured
two headed goals), then
found the net against his
former club, and twice
vs. Club Brugge as well.

Nkunku is at his best
when he can drift be-
tween the defensive
lines in the final third
and is exceptionally
good at finding the
right space and timing

his runs into the box.
Nkunku is a technically
brilliant footballer who
could well find himself
at a bigger club in 2022.

*Attacking  midfield-
er: Pedro Goncalves, 23,
Sporting

“Pote” was a sensa-
tion in last season’s Por-
tuguese league with 23
goals in 32 games, but
he has also made his
mark on the Champi-
ons League this season.
The roaming attack-
ing midfielder, whose
real breakthrough in
the Sporting first team
came when Bruno Fer-
nandes left for Man-
chester  United in
January 2020, mainly
operates in the space be-
hind the striker, and his
knack for timing his runs
into the box is nothing
short of extraordinary
(his second goal against
Dortmund was one of
the best of the competi-
tion so far). Always active
and looking for room to
exploit, Pote also has an
excellent workrate.

*Left winger: Arnaut
Danjuma, 24, Villarreal

Within the space of a
few months the Dutch-
man has removed any
doubts over whether the
move from the English
Championship to Cham-
pions League was a leap
too far. The €23.5m sign-
ing from Bournemouth
has been one of the Eu-
ropa League champions’
top players this cam-
paign, with his first half
performance against
Manchester United in
September standing out.

. GWij i by David Chikoko
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Simba SC faces Yanga test in
NBC Premier League
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By Guardian Reporter

HE 2021/22 NBC

Premier League

defending champion,

Simba SC, has a
chance to wrestle the league
top spot from the leader, Yanga,
as the former hosts the latter
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in
Dar es Salaam today.

Yanga currently leads the rest
of the pack in the NBC Premier
League having emerged
victorious in six outings and
posted one draw.

The league leader boast of
a two-point gap with second-
placed Simba SC, as the latter
notched a victory in five
matches and recorded one
draw.

Both teams take the pitch
with sweet memories of posting
victories in their assignments.

Yanga wallopped Mbeya
Kwanza FC 2-0 in the domestic
top-flight tie played in Mbeya
last month.

Simba SC sailed through to
this season’s CAF Confederation
Cup’s Group Stage, knocking
Zambia’s Red Arrows FC out
of the Additional Second
Preliminary Round.

The Tanzanian side suffered

Yanga midfielder, Farid Mussa (C), negotiates his way past Simba SC center back, Pascal Wawa, when the outfits locked horns in the
2021/22 Community Shield match, which took place in Dar es Salaam on September 25. Yanga won 1-0. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

a 2-1 loss to Red Arrows FC in the
second leg in Zambia, the former
nevertheless booked a place in the
following stage after commanding a
3-0 win in the first leg.

Yanga had the last laugh in the
side’s previous clash against Simba
SC, cruising to a 1-0 win in the
Community Shield match, which took
place in Dar es Salaam in September.

Should Simba SC come out

victorious in this afternoon tie, the
outfit will move to the top place,
whilst having a one-point margin
with Yanga.

If Yanga notches victory, the league
leader will have a healthy five-point
margin with the age-old rival.

Yanga’s head, Nassredine Nabi,
said: “We have had good preparations
for this match, we had a consultation
on it, seeing to it we unite and avoid

social media sites’ gossips that could
have put us under pressure.”

“We have concentrated on the
match which is quite important, it is
a big match and we ought to respect
our opponents.”

The Tunisian gaffer stated the
match involving the outfits is tough,
some might feel one of them has the
opportunity to post a victory ut the
outcome might not be the opposite.

TWA seeks
to step up
wheelchair
tennis
promotion

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

‘Tembo Warriors’ coach to submit
CANAF performance report to TAFF

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

NATIONAL amputee football team
‘Tembo Warriors’ head coach Salvatory
Edward is expected to present a report on
the team’s performance in the just-ended
Cup of African Nations for Amputees
Football (CANAF) to Tanzania Amputee
Football Federation (TAFF) on Monday.

‘Tembo Warriors’ finished fourth in the
continental showpiece which took place
in Dar es Salaam.

Peter Sarungi, TAFF president, said the
postmortem report by the head coach
and his backroom staff is ready.

“The coach has communicated to us
that the report on the team performance
in the just ended CANAF is ready.”

“We hope that it has covered all the
aspects which led the team to finish in
fourth place,” he said.

According to Sarungi, TAFF aimed to
see to it “Tembo Warriors’ qualify for the
next year’s Amputee Football World Cup

The Tanzania Wheelchair Tennis Association
(TWA) has said it plans to field players in all events
scheduled for next year.

Riziki Salum, the association’s secretary-general,
said so in Dar es Salaam on Thursday at the general
meeting which came up with resolutions for next
year.

He said they are confident that the national
wheelchair tennis team will compete in all events
next year starting with the Nairobi Open which will
be held in February.

Salum said the team to compete at the Nairobi
Open will be selected at the end of January.

The official revealed: “We have agreed that from
next year, our national wheelchair tennis side

Tanzania's national amputee football team ‘Tembo Warriors' attacker, Frank Nkailo (L), dribbles past the Sierra Leone team's player
when they faced off in the quarterfinals of this year's Cup of African Nations for Amputee Football (CANAF) in Dar es Salaam recently.
Tanzaniawon 1-0. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

should compete at all events which will take place
next year.”

“We will start with the Nairobi Open, the provi-
sional squad for the Nairobi-bound team will enter
camp on January 10 at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana
Club, we will select players for the trip at the end of
the month,” he said.

He also said the association is confident that it
will send its team to Turkey in May for the Portugal
World Team BNP Paribas qualification event.

The general meeting was attended by top leaders
of the association who included its president John
Bura and other wheelchair tennis stakeholders.

The general meeting also agreed that next year
the association should intensify player identifica-
tion in schools and communities and also look for
partners to support the growth and development
of the sport in the country.

“We have planned to reach out to many schools
and communities in the country, the country has
many youths with disabilities who can play wheel-
chair tennis and represent the country at many lo-
cal and international events.”

“The identification will also help in player transi-
tion as most of the players we have now are in their
advanced ages,” he said.

The national wheelchair tennis team competed
in the World Team BNP Paribas which was held in
2017 in Italy and it has also competed at many re-
gional events and performed well in the events.

and emerge as CANAF winners.

However ‘Tembo Warriors’ only
managed to qualify for the Amputee
Football World Cup.

Sarungi could not say whether TAFF is
happy with the achievement or not.
In the previous interview, he said

embarking on early preparations is
one of the ways to see the country
perform well in the Amputee
Football World Cup in Turkey.
Sarungi said they plan to start
the preparations in January for the
World Cup which will take place in

October.

“We finished fourth at the CANAF
which we hosted, this is the second
time that we are finishing fourth,
this is bad for us we need to start
preparations early,” he said.

He also said TAFF technical

committee will meet coach Edward
and his staff to plan the way forward.

Ghana won this year’s edition of
CANAF after beating Liberia 3-2 in
the final held at Benjamin Mkapa
Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

Flexibles by David Chikoko
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