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Random power cuts anger Dar residents

“there is nothing
people are doing as
businesses slacken
and perishable
products end up

rotting

By Getrude Mbago

Salaam residents, who were told more

E RRATIC power cuts are irritating Dar es
than a month ago that the Tanzania

Electric Supply Co. (Tanesco) would set out a
clear schedule on expected outages.

The state-run went on to do as much. How-
ever, electricity consumers based in the com-
mercial capital said in separate interviews yes-
terday frequent and often erratic outages have
become intolerable.

They complained that some areas have
been literally “groping in the dark” for up to 24
hours, their electrical appliances lying at great
risk of destruction. This is not the way in which
electricity is supposed to be rationed, they said.

Vicky Masinya, a Tegeta suburb resident, said
the situation adds to woes of the scorching sea-
sonal temperatures, where it is impossible to
bear the heat with fans and air conditioners in
disuse.

She said power rationing has grown into a
chronic disease haphazardly unsettling people
in homes, offices and business places and af
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi and investor Nadhim Al Rawahi (3rd-L) pictured yesterday unveiling plaque at the laying of the foundation
stone for Zanzibar Crown Hotel and Resort, as part of the run-up to the 60th anniversary of the January 12 Zanzibar Revolution.

Cabinet team inspects
Kwala industrial park

By Correspondent Joseph
Mwendapole

PUBLIC officials have
been tasked to inculcate a
habit of visiting investors’
premises to find out their
challenges and solve them
on time.

Ambassador Moses Kusi-
luka, the chief secretary,
made this appeal over the
weekend at a visit to a cloth-
ing and a cosmetics factory
located in the Sino-Tanzania
industrial park in Kwala
area, Kibaha District, Coast
Region.

He was accompanied by
Finance minister Dr. Mwig-
ulu Nchemba, Industry and
Trade minister Dr. Ashatu
Kijaji and permanent sec-
retaries for Transport, Fi-
nance, Industry and Trade,
along with heads of several
institutions.

He asked top civil serv-
ant not to ‘lock themselves
in their offices’ and instead
should make a point of vis-
iting investors at their work
places regularly to hear of
their progress and chal-

lenges.

Stressing the government
resolve to uplift a conducive
environment for higher in-
vestment flows via policies,
laws and specific incentives,
he described Tanzania as a
safe area for investments.

In just a short time, we
have seen how imvestors
have been able to do great
things, he said, affirming
that it is result of goals that
investors set for themselves.
The government pays great
attention to this industrial
park, he declared.

He remarked that Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Has-
san directed the visit as an
inspection tour too check
out the way detailed orders
have been implemented,
which reflects the level of
importance the government
attaches o the industrial
parko project.

The park is an illustration
of exemplary projects that
can be shown to other peo-
ple in the world, he stated,
affirming that it is the first
time an initiative of this sort
has been undetaken in the
country.

The government is proud
that it has something to
show to leaders of other
countries, he said, assured
the poject investors that the
government will see to it
that the project is complet-
ed on time and start operat-
ing in schedule.

The Industry and Trade
minister underscored the
ministry’s interest to see
that the industrial park is
completed on time, ena-
bling a large number of fac-
tories to be located there as
planned.

This will help to increase
exports and increasing em-
ployment  opportunities,
she specified, while the Fi-
nance minister pointed out
that the government cannot
obtain new taxes without
new investments. So the
Treasury is happy to see the
trend of a rising number of
industries in the country, he
said..

No one can harvest with-
out planting and in the mod-
ern economy good policies,
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Special Seats legislator Dr Pauline Nahato (R) attends to admitted to Hanang District Hospital at the
weekend.

Strategic
investors
given 15
years' tax
exemption

President Mwinyi
arranging special
ceremony to sign the
law

By Guardian Reporter

STRATEGIC investors will be exempted
from tax for more than 15 years under new
legislation guiding the Zanzibar Investment
Promotion Authority (ZIPA), President Dr
Hussein Ali Mwinyi has declared.

At a ceremony to lay the foundation stone
for a five-star Zanzibar Crown hotel spear-
headed by an Omani investor at the value of
50bn/-, he said that the pace of investment
projects in international hotels shows that
Zanzibar is safe, as peace and stability have
been strengthened.

“The new Zanzibar investment law of
2023 is already on my table where we've
prepared a special day for signing and hold-
ing a big ceremony and this will make ZIPA
the best such institution in Africa,” he told
the gathering.

Shariff Ali Shariff, the ZIPA executive di-
rector, said that great success has been reg-
istered during the three years of Dr Mwinyi’s
leadership, with 266 projects registered for
investment up to November 2023.

The president urged all those who invest
in Zanzibar to build the confidence that
their projects are safe and will be protected
in accordance with the laws of the land.

The Zanzibar government has created a
good environment for investment, with a
law that will guarantee investors the safety
of their projects, he emphasised, with the
ZIPA director noting that ZIPA is at the mo-
ment bent on the construction of road infra-
structure, electricity supply as well as clean
and safe water.

The agency has built a 13-kilometer road
to investment sites at Micheweni, he said,
assuring the president that the speed of in-
vestment was brisk, with ZIPA doing a great
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Random power cuts
anger Dar residents

FROM PAGE 1

fecting daily economic ac-
tivities.

“We have actually reached
a stage where we see that we
can’'t even go forward,” not-
ed Masinya, adding: “Power
has been cut more than ten
times here today. There is
nothing people are doing
as businesses slacken and
perishable products end up
rotting.”

Lucia Jovin, a resident
of Mkwajuni Street in
Kinondoni District, said
people enjoyed reliable
power for some eight
days during the Christ-
mas and New Year sea-
son but soon after the
New Year celebrations,
the pain was restored.
She said erratic power
shedding resumed on
January 2, making life
more difficult as busi-
nesses wobbled and
families were beaten
down by the heat.
Boniphace Joram, a resident
of Mbezi Beach, has much
similar complaints. He
said families are suffer-
ing from the on-going
power outages, de-
manding clear explana-
tion as to why such cuts
are happening now.
Peter Justin of Kima-
ra lamented that de-
spite Tanesco’'s solemn
pledge that power ra-
tioning would religious-
ly observe the firm's
prior schedule, “this is
just not the case”.

“They can decide cut pow-
er even as often as ten times
a day. I don’'t know what
they have been down to as
we’'re told that hydroelectric
power plants have enough
water.”

Justin urged the govern-
ment to come up with an
immediate plan to address
the ongoing situation
“to calm down a grossly
disillusioned and stressed
public” as many people
are now getting confused
owing to the hardships they
are experiencing with the
haphazard power cuts.

Kenneth Boymanda, a
senior official with the pow-
er firm, said in an interview
yesterday that power ration-
ing will likely continue coun-
trywide until mid-February
when the Julius Nyerere Hy-
dropower Project (JNHPP)
moves into production.

He said Tanesco has been
doing the most it can to en-
sure that it “completely ad-
dresses” the rationing as it
is affecting broad section of
the population.

He explained that the
company is busy working

hard on other sources of
power like gas and hydro-
power, along with renova-
tion of existing power plants
for reliable supply.

Boymanda further ex-
plained that only Kihansi is
doing well among existing
hydropower stations, while
Mtera and Kidatu have re-
duced power generation by
nearly a half and the situa-
tion in most plants is poor
owing to inadequate rains.

He noted that efforts are
going on to ensure that
JNHPP starts operations
by February 19, bringing
needed relief from ongoing
rationing.

Mtera Dam receives water
from Great and Lower Rua-
ha, which tap rainwater in
Mbeya, Iringa and Njombe
regions, he added.

Boymanda explained
that Kizigo River, another
tributary, collects rainwa-
ter in Tabora, Singida and
Dodoma regions “and these
haven't started receiving
substantial rains”.

He said water in these
rivers is also used by farm-
ers and livestock keepers,
thus affecting the amount of
water actually leading into
Mtera Dam, “but we hope
that as we are heading to the
long rains, the flow of water
will increase”.

According to the official,
Tanesco has been regularly
updating clients on power
rationing schedules via
WhatsApp groups, Insta-
gram, its Website and the
print media, expressing in-
tent to keep doing so.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Energy minister Doto
Biteko announced last
month that construction of
the first power generation
plant at JNHPP was at 95
per cent completion.

It was reported that the
installation of two power
470-megawatt plants was
close to completion, with
the expectation that by Jan-
uary 2 dry testing at turbine
number 9 would be com-
plete and thus paving the
way for wet testing by Feb-
ruary 19.

The water reservoir
stands at 166.65 cubic me-
ters above sea level, surpass-
ing the minimum require-
ment of 163 cubic meters,
demanding high water flow
and meticulous water use
planning and efficient man-
agement.

Ongoing electricity chal-
lenges do not alter the
government’s unwavering
commitment to securing
reliable power for all, Biteko
remarked.

®Related story on Page 13

Works minister Innocent Bashungwa (2nd-L) receives a contribution from Little Sister of St. Francisko Matron Bahati Leah at a fundraiser held in Dar es Salaam yesterday to support the
construction of the Catholic Church agency’s centre slated for Bagamoyo.

Cabinet team inspects Kwala industrial park

FROM PAGE 1

laws and a friendly environment to at-
tract many investors for products needed
in locally and foreignmarkets are vital, he
explained.

Saluting the pace of construction of the
industrial park, the chief secretary assured

M.M. Integrated Steel Mills director Ratish Kamania (R) pictured in Dar es Salaam at the weekend briefing Industry and Trade
minister Dr Ashatu Kijaji (3rd-L), who toured the factory to have a feel of the production of corrugated iron roofing sheets and

the projectr movers full government sup-
port and a friendly operating environment.

Abubakar Kunenge, rhe regional commis-
sioner, said many factories are being built
but some work are stalled for electricity and
gas shortage.

He said that Coast Region had 30 indus-
tries, seven of them small industries at the
time that the sixth phase government came

related items. Second left is the firm’s executive director, Veer Patel.

into office, while at present industries are
larger, indicating that there is a good invest-
ment environment..

Jenson Huang, the project coordinator,
said that on completion the park is expected
to house 300 medium and large industries,
providing upwards of 100,000 direct jobs.

An online entry said the project mover
has been dedicated to Tanzania for 20 years

as chairman of Group Six International,a
major Chinese investment group. He said
the government has all reason to extend
supporto for this investment project as it is
crucial for youth employment.

Uopwards of 90 percent of youth engaged
in the garment factory are local residents, he
added.

Otrategic Ivestors get
[5-year tax exemption

FROM PAGE 1

job of promoting investment opportuni-
ties

Mudrick Ramadhan Soraga, the Labour,
Economy and Investment state minister
in the Zanzibar President’s Office, said that
ZIPA restructuring and investment law
amendments have greatly helped to woo in-
vestors to the Isles.

The key attractions include making ZIPA
a one stop centre where strategic investors
like the hotel project will benefit from the 15
years tax exemption, he said.

Said Salim al Sinawi, consul general of the
Sultanate of Oman, was pleased with the
great changes made by the Zanzibar govern-
ment in investment, enacting better laws
that protect investors.

He expressed the feeling that in the past
three years a good investment environment
has been created that assures investors that
their projects will be safe.

Nadhim Mohamed, the project investor,
said that the project is expected to provide
jobs for 200 people, attributing the interest
to a good and transparent investment envi-
ronment.

African elephant populations stabilise in southern heartlands

By Special Correspondent

AFRICAN elephant populations have stabi-
lised in their southern heartlands after huge
losses over the last century, according to the
most comprehensive analysis of growth rates
to date.

The latest analysis also provides the strong-
est data so far showing that protected areas
that are connected to other places are far bet-
ter than isolated “fortress” parks at maintaining
stable populations, by allowing the elephants
to migrate back and forth between areas as
they did naturally in the past.

When numbers rise in highly protected core
areas, corridors into less protected buffer ar-
eas allow the animals to disperse. They may
also migrate if poaching increases or drought
strikes. If numbers later fall in the core areas,
or conditions improve, elephants can flow back
again. However, many more people live in the

buffer areas and the scientists said careful plan-
ning was crucial to minimise conflicts with the
elephants, which can kill people and destroy
Crops.

In contrast to the connected areas, the scien-
tists found that isolated parks, which keep ani-
mals in and people out, can lead to unsustain-
able population booms, and in turn sometimes
mass deaths or culling.

“For decades, news from southern Africa was
dominated by waves of poaching and other
threats,” said Dr Robert Guldemond at the Uni-
versity of Pretoria, South Africa, and part of the
study team. “But there’s been a lot of good work
done that has basically turned the tide and that
story has never really been told.”

Dr Ryan Huang, also at the University of Pre-
toria, said: “This is a good news story for a lot
of elephants. We're changing from just halting
declines and to trying to achieve long term sta-
bility.”

Prof Stuart Pimm, of Duke University in the
US, and also part of the team, said: “We need to
protect elephants, but we also need to connect
them. We have fragmented the world and we
need to stitch it back together again.”

The research, published in Science Ad-
vances, used 713 population surveys from 103
protected areas from Tanzania southwards to
calculate rates of growth or decline from 1995-
2020. This covered more than 290,000 savan-
nah elephants, 70% of the total in Africa.

The scientists found that overall, populations
had grown at 0.16% a year for the past quarter
of a century. “Conservation has halted the de-
cline of elephants in southern Africa over the
last 25 years,” said Pimm.

The most stable populations were mostly
found in large, well-protected lands that were
connected to buffer areas. Elephant popula-
tions in buffer areas were more likely to decline
as aresult of less suitable habitat or being killed,

but they serve a useful function, said Pimm: “It
is about trying to restore a sort of natural dy-
namic, and natural dynamics can be brutal.”

Isolated and highly protected parks record-
ed maximum growth rates in some cases and
large population increases. But with nowhere
to disperse to, dense populations can damage
the habitat or force difficult and expensive relo-
cations. Large culls have also been used in the
past to control unsustainable numbers.

The mass death of 350 elephants in northern
Botswana in 2020 may have resulted from the
inability of the herd to migrate, said Huang. “It
was probably caused by toxic algal blooms in
the water and these elephants had no choice
but to drink it,” he said. “The ability to move
and disperse is what creates that kind of natu-
ral flexibility in these areas to allow a stable
population.”

The researchers also found that some areas
in southern Affrica still suffered severe declines

from poaching, such as south Tanzania, north-
ern Zambia and Zimbabwe. Poaching in east
and west Africa, not covered by the study, is
also thought to be high.

Katherine Elliott, WWF’s senior programme
adviser for Africa, said: “It is encouraging that
southern savannah elephant populations have
stabilised and is a testament to dedicated con-
servation efforts. However, several populations
have experienced significant declines and we
cannot be complacent.”

“Improved connections across landscapes
are essential for elephants and other species,”
she said. “Human activity is increasingly dis-
rupting connectivity, including roads, fences,
agriculture and mining. With increasing threats
from the climate crisis, habitat connectivity is
more important than ever so species can move
away from places where conditions are becom-
ing less favourable.”
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WILDAF wants wider representation in NEC committee

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE Women in Law and Develop-
ment in Africa (WILDAF) Tanzania has
proposed that the National Electoral
Commission (NEC) Committee on law
reforms should comprise of religious
leaders, representatives from the
NGOs, women, youth and persons with
disabilities.

It wants the representatives to be
added to the proposed nine-member
team proposed in the National Elec-

dinator, made the call in Dodoma yes-
terday while submitting recommenda-
tions for the Electoral Commission Bill
during a public hearing to collect rec-
ommendations for the three proposed
bills.

WILDAF further recommends that
section 5(4) of the bill which calls upon
equal representation of chairperson
and vice chair of the commission be-
tween the Mainland and Zanzibar be
amended to specify that the top posts
should comprise of a man and a wom-

bers of the recruitment committee
should emanate from the bar associa-
tions, public services secretariat, rep-
resentatives from women, youth and
persons with disability while adhering
to gender parity.

Section 9 (1) of the proposed Na-
tional Electoral Commission Bill 2023
reads that should there arise a need
to appoint a member or members of
the commission, the recruitment com-
mission shall comprise the following
persons (a) Chief Justice of the United

toral Commission Bill 2023.

Anna Kulaya, WILDAF national coor-

an from either side of the union.
It further recommends that mem-

Republic of Tanzania who will be the
Chair, (b) Chief Justice of Zanzibar as

the Deputy Chair (c) one member to be
appointed by the President by adher-
ing to gender equality.

WILDAF raises concern as the said
provision only mentions that the com-
position can include only one female
as there is no guarantee that the Chief
Justice in either of sides would be fe-
male.

Other recommendations include a
clear definition of words such as gen-
der, sex and persons with disabilities
within the bill to ensure the law be-
comes as inclusive and as gender-sen-

sitive as possible.

Other reservations by WILDAF are
on section 18(2) (d) which specifies
clearly that the director of NEC must
be a civil servant.

“This section be repealed as it segre-
gates people who qualify for the post
but are not civil servants,” reads the
recommendation.

In 2023, the government tabled
three bills in the National Assembly in a
bid to improve the electoral process in
the country following outcry by stake-
holders.

The three bills that are currently in

the public hearing stage apart from the
above, are the Presidential, Parliamen-
tarian and Councilors as well as the Po-
litical Affairs Bill.

Among the most burning issues in
the electoral process has been over the
independence of NEC as well as the ap-
pointment of district executive officers
as returning officers during elections,
a situation critics believe that raises
doubt over their power to be impartial
during the process.

Tanzania is scheduled to conduct lo-
cal government elections this year and
the General Election next year.

NHIF: Service
termination
talk fake news

By Guardian Reporter

THE National Health In-
surance Fund (NHIF) says it
has has not blocked some of
its members’ cards from ac-
cessing medical services.

The explanation follows
information that went viral
on social media claiming
that some NHIF members’
cards WERE blocked from
getting services and refer-
rals to private hospitals reg-
istered with NHIF.

Grace Michael, NHIF act-
ing public relations manag-
er, asked members to ignore
the information and that
there is no truth in it.

“These statements do not
have any truth and instead
have bad intention to cause
disturbance the members
of the fund. The truth is
that medical services for
members continue as usual
through more than 9,000
registered centers includ-
ing private, religious and the
government health facili-
ties,” she said in a statement.

She added that in case of

mation is given to the public
through official channels.

“In case any member
encounters a challenge of
card rejection at any service
center, they should report to
our nearest office,” the offi-
cial said.

The government at the
weekend that it had formed
an independent committee
to review NHIF rates and
submit its recommenda-
tions for more action.

The new charged an-
nounced earlier were sched-
uled to come into effect
on January 1 this year but
confusion arose after some
private hospital owners
threatened to stop medical
services for NHIF card hold-
ers.

The government through
the Ministry of Health met
service providers from the
private sector as well as
NHIF at the weekend over
the matter.

The session was aimed at
receiving opinions, advice
and recommendations on
packages to be offered to

Iramba district commissioner Suleman Mwenda (3rd-L) and Oryx Gas Tanzania managing director Benoit Araman (3rd-R) present a gas cylinder to food vendor Ezekiel Daghora on
Saturday at an event where a total of 700 residents of the district similarly benefited.

District embarks
on campaign to
scale up clean

any changes, official infor- NHIF members.
T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e

Liganga-Mchuchuma;
Government finalising
talks with the investor

By Guardian Correspondent, Ludewa

THE government is finalising talks with an investor at the
Liganga and Mchuchuma coal mining and power project in
Ludewa District, Njombe Region.

Dr Pindi Chana, Minister for Constitution and Legal Af-
fairs, unveiled this at the weekend when she visited the pro-
ject site, saying that the talks go along with ensuring that the
country’s resources are properly used to increase national
growth development.

“It is now clear that the project is going to commence any
time; the government has plans and we are committed to
ensuring that they are achieved,” she said.

Dr Chana said that Tanzanians are eager to see that the
strategic project starts immediately and that the govern-
ment is now committed to making the long awaited dream
become a reality.

“We at the ministry in collaboration and my counterpart
in charge of industrial affairs continue to manage this issue
very closely,” she said.

“We want to ensure that these projects benefit all Tanza-
nians as our laws that were enacted in 2017 say on natural
resources and how they should be used to bring develop-
ment to the people and the nation.”

Neema Mwanga, a senior official at the ministry said the
process is currently under negotiations to review the con-
tract.

“In 2017, the Parliament enacted two laws which are the
Natural Wealth and Resources (Permanent Sovereignty) Act
and the Natural Wealth and Resources (Review and Re-Ne-
gotiation of Unconscionable Terms) in order to ensure that
all contracts entered with investors in the extraction and
use of the country’s wealth and natural resources should
focus on ensuring resources are available, increasing the na-
tional income and bringing sustainable development to the
people,” she said.

In addition, she said that because the country needs inves-
tors, the contracts entered into need to be beneficial for the
country’s development.

cooking energy

By Guardian Correspondent,
Iramba

AUTHORITIES in Iramba
District, Singida Region,
have embarked on a cam-
paign to promote the use of
clean energy in cooking to
support the government’s
target of ensuring that 80
percent of Tanzanians use
clean energy for cooking by
2032.

Selemani Mwenda,
Iramba District Commis-
sioner, made the remarks
at the weekend when he
represented Finance and
Planning Minister Mwigulu
Nchemba at a function to
distribute 700 gas cylinders
worth more than 50m/- to
citizens in the district.

The gas cylinders were
donated by Oryx Gas Tan-
zania Limited (OGTL) as
part of its continued efforts
to support implementation
the government’s goal on
clean energy access to Tan-
zanians.

“Using gas in cooking
helps to conserve the envi-
ronment as well as people’s
health; we want our people
to use gas to save our forests
because trees are being cut
for firewood and charcoal,”
he said.

He said they decided to
request for the gas cylinders
from OGTL to help villag-
ers, especially food vendors
because they are the most
vulnerable to health risks
posed by the use of dirty
energy sources for cooking.

“We are determined to
ensure that people in Iram-
ba District have access to
clean energy sources and

are aware of its benefits
which includes saving time
in cooking food as well as
protecting their health and
the environment,” he said.

Benoit Araman, OGTL
managing director, said us-
ing clean energy in cooking
improves women’ health
since they are the most af-
fected by fumes and smoke
from charcoal and firewood.

“Cooking with LPG frees
a lot of time for women as
they can cook quicker and
in a more efficient manner,
eases kitchen chores hence
protect them from gender-
based violence,” he said.

“It also gives children
more time for studies in-
stead of going to the bush
to collect firewood. It pro-
tects the environment by
preventing  deforestation
due to cutting down trees
for charcoal and firewood,”
he said.

Araman noted that the
company has since July 2021
been coordinating efforts to
support the government’s
energy access agenda.

He added: “T would like
to commend authorities in
Iramba District for being
genuine ambassadors of
women empowerment, and
communities’ welfare im-
provement through clean
cooking.”

OGTL prides itself to be
recognized as the main LPG
supplier to Tanzanian citi-
zens. He said the company
will continue to heavily in-
vest in Tanzania to ensure
the transition to clean en-

ergy.
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Africa Tourism Centre
celebrates Fencorp

Globalbirthday

By Nkululeko Nkomo

IN a bid to promote tour-
ism and tourism invest-
ment in Africa, the Africa
Tourism Promotion Centre
(ATPC) recently celebrated
the birthday anniversary of
Fencorp Global, highlighting
their successful collabora-
tion and shared commit-
ment to enhancing the con-
tinent’s tourism sector.

ATPC, an organization
dedicated to driving tourism
growth in Africa through
strategic partnerships,
expressed their apprecia-
tion for Fencorp Globals
contributions and efforts
in advancing the tourism
industry across the conti-
nent. Norah Milan Milanzi,
a representative of ATPC,
expressed her honor and
pleasure in working along-
side Fencorp Global and
commended their joint
achievements thus far.

As an industry leader,
Fencorp Global has been
instrumental in developing
sustainable tourism initia-
tives and attracting interna-
tional investment to various
destinations in Africa. Their
expertise, resources, and
unwavering dedication have
contributed  significantly
to the growth and develop-
ment of the sector.

During the birthday cel-
ebration, ATPC highlighted
their collaborative efforts
with Fencorp Global in
driving tourism promotion
campaigns, organizing in-
vestment conferences, and
facilitating networking op-
portunities for stakeholders

in the industry. These joint
initiatives have not only in-
creased Africa’s visibility
as a tourist destination but
also attracted significant
foreign direct investment to
strengthen the tourism in-
frastructure and create em-
ployment opportunities for
local communities.

Norah Milan Milanzi,
speaking on behalf of ATPC,
expressed enthusiasm for
the future prospects of their
collaboration with Fencorp
Global. She emphasized the
importance of continued co-
operation and partnership
to further propel Africa’s
tourism sector towards even
greater successes.

“Working in close associa-
tion with Fencorp Global has
been an absolute pleasure
for the Africa Tourism Pro-
motion Centre. We are hon-
ored to have such a commit-
ted partner who shares our
vision for tourism growth
in Africa. Together, we have
achieved remarkable mile-
stones, and we look forward
to scaling greater heights
in the months and years to
come,” Milanzi stated.

As Africa’s tourism con-
tinues to gain momentum,
the partnership between
ATPC and Fencorp Global
plays a crucial role in attract-
ing investments and increas-
ing visitor numbers to the
continent. Both organiza-
tions remain committed to
enhancing Africa’s tourism
potential and boosting its
economic growth through
sustainable and responsible
practices.

Selemani Jafo ((2nd-L), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and the Environment), has a quick word yesterday with Kiwengwa Tembo Beach investor Hussein Muzamil
(L) during an assessment tour of the ongoing construction of a hotel the firm is putting up in North Unguja as part of the run-up to the 60th anniversary of the January 12 Zanzibar
Revolution. They are with Deputy Minister in the Vice President’s Office (Union) Khamis Hamza Khamis (3rd-L) and Zanzibar Investment Promotion Authority (ZIPA) executive director

Shariff Ali Shariff.

Jafo appeals to investors to prioritise environment protection

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

MINISTER of State in the
Vice-President’s Office (Un-
ion and Environment) Se-
lemani Jafo has called upon
investors across the country
to prioritize environmental
protection in order to over-
come the increasing climate
change impacts.

He made the call at the
weekend when laying a
foundation stone for the
construction of Kiwengwa
Tembo Beach Hotel as part
of the celebrations of the
60th anniversary of Zanzi-
bar Revolution.

The minister said that in-
vestors have a role to ensure
that all their initiatives con-
sider the issue of protecting
the environment.

“The effects of climate
change can significantly
affect  income-generating
sectors, especially tourism.
So, it is the responsibility of
everyone to fully participate
in environmental conser-
vation activities, including
planting trees,” he said.

Jafo further said that Zan-
zibaris have a reason to cel-
ebrate the progress made in
the Isles in the 60 years of
the revolution.

He said that the major
investment projects which
have been implemented
under the 8th phase govern-
ment was a great opportuni-
ty for citizens as they bring
income to individuals and
boost the economy.

“In the 8th phase govern-
ment of President Dr Hus-
sein Ali Mwinyi, Zanzibar
has recorded success in
various sectors such as edu-
cation, health, water, infra-
structure and many others,”
he said.

He added that construc-
tion of high quality infra-
structure such as hotels

has helped strengthen the
tourism sector thus attract-
ing tourists and guests from
various parts to Zanzibar.

He commended Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Has-
san and Dr Mwinyi for the
robust efforts to maintain
the union by coming up
with resolutions to address
various challenges, hence
maintaining peace and soli-
darity amongst Tanzanians.
He said that the two lead-
ers have also shown great
determination to promote
industrial revolution in the
country to catalyse growth
of the economy.

“Our leaders have also
opened the doors for huge
investments for both local
and foreign investors by
building and strengthening
important infrastructures to
stimulate development op-
portunities to the people,”
he said.

The minister called upon
citizens and residents to
continue conserving the en-
vironment as well as making
areas such as beaches clean
in order to attract guests
and promote trade in the

blue economy.
Earlier, Unguja South
regional commissioner,

By Stephen Letoo

drugs.

suppliers.

she said.

Dodoma district commissioner Jabir Shekimweri pictured yesterday planting a tree at a Makulu ward site in Dodoma Urban District earmarked for the DC'’s office.

Rashid Hadid Rashid said
the region has a total of 255
tourism projects whereby
in the past three years, a to-
tal of 71 projects have been
initiated, providing employ-
ment opportunities to 5,850
people.

Sharif Ali Sharif, execu-
tive director of Zanzibar
Investment Promotion Au-
thority (ZIPA) said that the
hotel project was registered
through a Zanzibar-based
Muzamil Company at a capi-
tal of USD8 million and is
expected to create over 200
jobs.

Kenyaseeks support from
Tanzania amid scarcity
of Tuberculosis drugs

KENYA’s Health Cabinet Secretary Wafula Na-
khumicha has said that her country is seeking help
of Tanzania to bridge the shortage of Tuberculosis

The CS said the country has experienced shortages
since October last year and has put up measures to
ensure endless supply to government hospitals in-
cluding changes from a single supplier to multiple

“Towards the end of September and October last
year we had a shortage of TB medication, but we
went out of our way to the extent that we got support
from our neighbouring country Tanzania and we got
sufficient stocks which have now been distributed,”

CS Nakhumicha said the government is working to
ensure that its medical stocks are adequate so that no
patient misses their medication.

She stated that by the end of January, all the public
hospitals will have received the drugs.

“We have also worked on our supply chain and we
are expecting that right now the stocks should be ad-
equate and will be receiving further stocks by Febru-
ary to ensure that patients are covered,” she noted.

There are several treatment regimens recommend-
ed in the United States for TB disease. TB treatment
can take 4, 6, or 9 months depending on the regimen.

Create awareness to curb labour disputes, CMA told

By Guardian Reporter, Morogoro

THE government has directed the
Commission for Mediation and Arbi-
tration (CMA) to invest in providing
education to prevent conflicts at work-
places in order to enable the country
to continue attracting investors.

Cyprian Luhemeja, Permanent Sec-
retary in the Prime Minister’s Office
(Work, Youth and the Disabled), made

the directive here at the weekend
when closing a workshop to evaluate
the commission’s performance.

“We all witness how President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan has been traveling
around the world in order to attract
investors. CMA must ensure that it pro-
vides education to prevent conflicts at
workplaces instead of sitting and wait-
ing for the cases to come,” he said.

According to him, there are some

neighboring countries that are unhap-
py with Tanzania getting a big number
of investors so it is very important to
protect the investors in order to con-
tinue attracting others for the coun-
try’s development.

“We are moving towards upper mid-
dle income economy. CMA must in-
crease its efforts to provide education
at workplaces to prevent conflicts be-
tween employers and workers so that

we first protect these existing investors
and when they see that our countryisa
safe place, others will come thus boost-
ing our economy,” he said.

The PS said that without having in-
vestments, the country will delay get-
ting modern technologies that come
with foreign investments.

The PS said that when conflicts oc-
cur, CMA should resolve timely and
fairly so that investors see for them-

selves that Tanzanian laws do not fa-
vour any side.

“The commission has been trusted
by the government to make a big con-
tribution and speed up attracting in-
vestors in the private sector. If it does
justice in labour disputes resolution,
investments will increase in our coun-
try,” he said.

Earlier, CMA director Usekelage
Mpulla said the commission is plan-

ning to commence a special initiative
of using vehicles to reach areas where
it has no offices to educate employers
and employees on how to prevent con-
flicts and fairly resolve disputes that
occur.

He cited reasons that contribute to
conflicts as discrimination, unfair ter-
mination, layoffs and non-payment
of wages or payment of less than the
minimum amount.
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‘Ensure cultural
values doequal
our sovereignty’

By Carlos Banda such as the internet. Not all
foreign cultures are bad but
diplomats need to under-
stand the benefits and take
advantage of the best prac-
tices.”

Lilian Erasmus, Masters
in Strategic Governance
said despite the challenges
Russia faces in global poli-
tics, the country has shown
diplomatic resilience and
willingness to work with
African countries including
Tanzania.

“Russia exhibits its dip-
lomatic prowess by con-
tinuing supporting devel-
oping countries progress
to achieve development
through its foreign policy,”
she said.

Dmitry Polikanov, Lectur-
er and Deputy Head of Ros-
sotrudnichestvo, said that
Russia strives to push for
fairness in distribution of re-
sources and fair attitude as
a means of upholding mo-
rality among human beings

TANZANIANS need to up-
hold and protect cultural
values for the country to
maintain its sovereignty.

The views were aired at
the weekend by students
from Dr Salim Ahmed Salim
Centre for Foreign Relations
who attended a public lec-
ture by Russian scholar Dr
Dimitri Polikanov in Dar es
Salaam.

Derick Kajukano, Master’s
student in Strategic Govern-
ance said future diplomats
should be keen on what is
beneficial to Africa.

“We are faced with a num-
ber of challenges that de-
mand our keen attention in
critical areas such as agricul-
ture, technology, arms race
and so on,” he said.

There is also a need to be
careful with foreign values
and cultures which require
Africans to teach future gen-
erations what is theirs and
whet is alien, he said.

Traffic police officer Leonard Bandola “counsels” school bus operators and drivers in Muheza town at the weekend on the need to observe road traffic regulations.

ICCO out to see African cocoa exchange created

has included an initial detailed

“We must understand
that the African continent
is amongst the poorest con-
tinents in the world. With
poverty being at the center,
it is very easy for developed
nations to penetrate their
values into our societies
particularly through globali-
zation, he said.

“African nations are faced
with the challenge of ac-
commodating cultures that
come through technology

around the globe.

“The key issue for Russia
is the concept of sovereignty
and that is what we have had
in common with African
countries for many years,”
he said.

“And I think this idea of
fairness is about uphold-
ing the moral qualities of a
human being. This is why
Russia plans to help Afri-
can countries defend their
sovereignty and independ-
ence.”

By Neill Barston, Abidjan

A MOVE is being explored by the
International Cocoa Organisation
(ICCO), as it sets out studies that
could pave the way for creating
an Africa Cocoa Exchange (afCX),
potential major benefits for the re-
gion’s industry.

With market prices hitting 40-
year highs on stock exchanges in
London, as well as key upturns for
the New York US markets, the crea-
tion of a trading platform based
within supplier African nations

has been hailed as having major
sector benefits.

According to the ICCO, the de-
livery of a new regional trading
platform could Tevolutionise the
market in Africa,” and in its view,
bring positive impact to achieving
a sustainable world cocoa econ-
omy, which as market observers
have noted, has experienced a tur-
bulent period in recent years.

As the organisation noted, its
studies have been devised in the
context that “commodity exchange
is an inclusive but market-friendly

and financially sustainable solu-
tion for imposing structure on
Africa’s often fragmented agricul-
tural value chain,” which it is using
as starting point for its technical
feasibility and financial viability
studies. Significantly, the ICCO said
its studies have been split into two
phases to allow for a constructive
stakeholders’ engagement and a
systematic and logical approach
to identifying a suitable exchange
model that is appropriate for Af-
rica.

The first aspect of its study

analysis of the cocoa value chain
and sectoral regulations in Cote
d’Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria, and Cam-
eroon, assessing Africa commod-
ity exchange experience through a
survey of Africa’s currently opera-
tional commodity exchanges.

This includes the identification
of a limited set of institutional de-
sign options of a commodity ex-
change with three components of
spot, derivative and finance, and
engaging stakeholders for selec-
tion of an appropriate model of an

Africa Cocoa Exchange (AfCX) for
a deep dive analysis.

For the second phase of the
study, the ICCO will examine the
interfaces between spot, deriva-
tives, and financing components
of the AfCX, examining sectoral
regulations, institutional regula-
tions, physical markets, and termi-
nal markets, as well as pilot testing
operations. With the first phase of
the study now complete, the ICCO
said it is to continue its work on the
second phase once funding has
been secured.

Bank of India (Tanzania) Ltd.

DISCLOSURES MADE UNDER REGULATION 11 OF BANKING AND FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS (DISCLOSURES) REGULATIONS, 2014 AND CONSUMER PROTECTION REGULATION, 2019
MINIMUM DISCLOSURE OF CHARGES AND FEES (GHARAMA ZA HUDUMA ZETU)

Service Charges (Exclusive of VAT and Government Levy on DigitalTransactions) (The applicable VAT (Value added Tax) and Govt Levy on digital Transaction to be collected during the collection of service charges)

A. [REMITTANCE ~OUTWARD]

- Note:-
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§r. No. Item Charge Email Alert Pacil T i Free Free 2) ;I:::‘:/nernigﬂlt?:r:e Inspection Charges/Technical Due Diligence Inspection charges:
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Tracer Charges Irrespective of Amount USD 30 such as Change in respect of Corporate A/c deposit of our Bank (BOITL)
Recall back funds charges Irrespective of Amount USD 30 Updating of Mobile No. in A/c (SB,CD,0D) Free Free OverdrafiT Coand T
verdraft/Term Loan/Demand Loan
Change /Modification in Address Free Free Conversion Charges For Overdraft account 0.50% of Sanction Limit
B. [REMITTANCE —INWARD (SB,CD,0D) (Currency Conversion) For Term Loan/Demand Loan 0.50% of Ofs Amount
— of Limits
Issuance of No Dues Certificate for Non- TZS 10,000 usb 7 ? USD 500 or equivalent in TZS per annum
Sr. No. Item | Charge B 5 NonG SrSancion
From inside Tanzania [ Free Ledger Folio Charges per Folio (40 lines per TZS 6,000 per Folio USD 4 per terms/Commitment charges 1.00% additional Penal Interest to be charge till compliance of Sanction terms
’ From outside Tanzania: as under Folio) only for Current and Overdraft Accounts Folio
(Only for A/c holders — Not permitted for non For Current /Overdraft Accounts 0.35% of inwards remittance Minimum USD 18
a/c holders) USD 70. Postages/Courier Charges TZS 30,000 or actual charges whichever is USD Equivalent to TZS 30,000 D&B/ Other Credit Information Search for per Borrowal a/c (New/Additional/Review of limit)
For Saving Accounts [ Inland/Foreign higher Up to TZS 20 Mn/USD 10,000 (Only for USD Facility TZS Facility
ggg 11)0? to USUDs::)Ogoo 55T Free niw an;j additional Limit. Review — No USD 5 TZS 5,000
up to charge)
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E. |CLEARING SERVICES| TZS 20 Mn up to TZS 100 Mn
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TZS Alc USD A/c Within walking distance-1 km TZs 70,000 UsD 45 ion report obtained from CIC
_ ‘ Far off distance —more than 1 km TZS 95,000 USD 65 ara (Perfor
Savlns Account :- Cheque returned charges —financial TZS 70,000 USD 55 —
Cash withdrawal per day —Free of charge, reasons (inward/outward) Guarantee Commission 1.35% per quarter or part thereof minimum for one quarter.
up to arpoum TZS 25 Mn USD 2000 Inward/outward cheque collection -USD Guarantee against 100% cash margin 50% concession on the above rate
Cash withdrawal charges over USD - i 0.60% Min comm.18 postages 90 0.60% Min comm.18 postages 90
2,000 to USD 5000 per day 0.25% of withdraw amount Switt Gharges A= Appiicabie
Cash withdrawal charges over USD
5,000 per day 0.60% of withdraw amount Postages As Applicable
Cash withdrawal charges over TZS 25 0.10% of withdrawal amount CREDIT MATTERS .
Mn per day Revert of Guarantee before Expiry 1Qtr BG C to be for part of of full
- Charge/Fees to be
Cash Deposit charges over USD 5,000 Closure of Guarantee After Expiry of Nil
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Cash deposit charges for small currency Proposal Processing Charges: - Invoke of Guarantee USD 200 or equlYaIen( in TZS
USD notes ranging from USD 1 fo LSD T Taveur of Gustome Exsise/Tax Authorites towards tax/Duties payment Eic
20, irrespective of amount deposited (i.e. 12% (Min USD 1) of the aggregate small currency New Overdraft/Term Loan/Demand 1.50% of sanctioned limit 2. Favouring Courts for Release of Amounts. ’
both for below and above USD 5,000) amount Loan (Regular Limit — 1.50% for 12 Months) 3. For Guaranteeing Loan payments.
Current Account:-
: B. Performance Guarantees: -
Cash withdrawal per day —Free of charge, TOD/TOL/ADHOC Proportionate to 1.50% for TOL/TOD/ADHOC Period minimum USD 60 1. Inlieu of earnest money deposit
up to amount TZS 25 Mn USD 5000 2 In lieu of tender deposit ~
i % i i imit — % 3. Inlieu of security deposit ~N
Cash withdrawal charges over USD New NFB BG/LC Facility 1.50% of sanctioned limit (Regular Limit — 1.50% for 12 Months) 4. To obtain advance payments (generally exports) O
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Without cheque book Documentation charges for New Actuals as per advocate Bill + 0.30% handling charges Retirement of bills under LG 0.60% of Bill amount Min USD 30_Maximum USD 360
imi Inward Bills for Collection 0.30% of Bill amount minimum USD 150
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Stop Payment Instructions TZS 35,000 USD 28 1)  Substitution of Collateral Securities/Personal Guarantee Advice of transfer in transferable LC USD 100 per advice of transfer and acceptance commission at 0.30% Minimum USD 100
Regular statement of a/c (Monthly) Free Free 2) Release of Personal Guarantee/Collateral Security.
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ancellation of bankers cheque: ) 6) Restructuring, Rephasement of Loans/ Deferment of Loan installments. No. ITEM/TRANSACTION Usb TSHS
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quiv: . o, i mi b) For Overdrawing/ Excess Drawings due to non — payment of interest/ 5% p.a. over Regular Rate of Interest
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Savings bank customer Identification card- TZS 20,000 uUsD 10 USD 10 or equivalent in TZS for further requirement.
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Utilise African

markets toend
forex shortage,
industries told

By Correspondent Joseph Mwenda-
pole

INDUSTRY and Trade minister Dr
Ashatu Kijaji has asked Tanzanian
industrialists to make good use re-
gional markets within East African
Community (EAC), Southern African
Development Community (SADC)
and the African Free Trade Area (Af-
CFTA) to get more foreign exchange.

Dr Kijaji made the call in Dar es Sa-
laam at the weekend during her visit
to Motisun Industries which manu-
facture various products including
steel.

She said that many local industries
have been producing products that
meet international standards and it
is important for them to take advan-
tage of the opportunity presented by
these markets.

“As time goes by, Tanzania has
been improving its capacity to pro-
duce various products that can be
sold in the international market; so,
you just have to seize the opportu-
nity,” she said.

In addition, she asked Tanzanians
to value and buy products made in
the country as some of them have
the same quality as those imported
from abroad.

Dr Kijaji said that there are fac-

tories in the country that produce
products of high quality and that it
is important for Tanzanians to start
supporting local industries.

“Tanzania has factories that make
quality products with all the re-
quired standards and the inspection
and regulatory institutions have cer-
tified that they have quality required
in the international market,” she
said.

The minister advised industrial-
ists to be patient as there is the elec-
tricity challenge, adding that by next
month, the challenge will come to an
end as promised by President Samia
Suluhu Hassan.

Speaking at the awards ceremony
of the Confederation of Tanzania
Industries (CTI) recently, President
Samia told investors that electricity
problem will end early this year.

She said the first power plant
will be switched on in January and
the second one in April to produce
enough electricity for industrial as
well as domestic use.

In September last year, President
Samia gave six months to the Tanza-
nia Electricity Company (TANESCO)
to ensure that it puts in place effec-
tive plans to end power shortage in
the country.

Lake Energies Group Marketing and Communication manager Matina NKkurlu (L) pictured at the weekend presenting to Hanang district commissioner Janeth Mayanja
100 gas stoves and various other items meant for Katesh township households recently hit by mudslides.

‘Water thieves’ in Shinyanga slapped with 29m/- fine

By Guardian Correspondent, Shin-
yanga

SHINYANGA Water Supply and
Sanitation Authority (SHUWASA)
has collected fines amounting to
29.16mn/- from 76 people who
had connected water illegally
hence denied it revenues.

Yusuph Katopola, SHUWASA
managing director, said this at
the weekend here when speak-
ing on the authority’s achieve-
ments in the past three years
under President Samia Suluhu
Hassan.

“Within those three years,
we’ve done a lot of work to im-
prove the provision of water ser-

vices but were facing a number
of challenges including water
theft,” he said.

“For the past three years we’'ve
already collected 29.16m/-.”

Eng. Katopola said despite the
challenge of water theft, they
have continued to improve the
provision of water services to the
people.

“Within the three years, we've
implemented 10 water projects
worth 8.5bn/- of which seven
have been completed and three
are still being implemented and
will benefit 116,249 users.”

He said that the Ministry of
Finance has signed a financial
agreement with the French De-
velopment Agency (AFD) for

76 million euros (200bn/-) low-
interest loan which will be used
to further improve the provision
of water services in Shinyanga
Region.

He said apart from the funds
from development partner, they
also expect to borrow another
735.4mn/- which will be used to
repair the sewage treatment pro-

ject in Shinyanga municipality.

According to him, the author-
ity has also expanded the net-
work of providing water services
to the people. Previously, it was
only serving Shinyanga munici-
pality but now it serves the towns
of Tinde, Didia and Iselamagazi
in Shinyanga district.

“Until now, the availability of

water service in Shinyanga mu-
nicipality is 92 percent and in
the peripheries it is 58 percent,”
he said.

“When the projects we are go-
ing to implement are completed,
in the urban areas we will reach
100 percent and the peripheries
95 percent.”

Soaring prices make sugar luxury in Ruvuma

Business visibly slow at the Matema suburb banana market in Kyela District, Mbeya Region, as found on Saturday.

By Guardian Correspondent,
Songea

SKYROCKETING sugar
prices have made the sweet-
ener a luxury many cannot
afford Ruvuma Region, forc-
ing families and restaurants
to dowithout it.

Residents of the well-
known maize producer
region have asked the gov-
ernment to take immediate
action to control sugar price
hike from 3,000/- to 4,500/-
per kilo.

In separate interviews,
people in the region said
that the price of sugar at the
moment has been skyrock-
eting, making most of them
unable to buy the important
ingredient.

According to residents,
one kilo of sugar is now
sold at 4,500/-, making it

‘untouchable’ to many low-
income earning families.

Beni Charles, resident of
Songea municipality, said
that the price of sugar is now
between 4,500/- and 4,700/-
per kilo while only two years
ago one kilo of sugar was
sold between 3,000/- and
3,500/-.

Charles asked the govern-
ment to set a cap price for
the sweetener which is mas-
sively consumed daily by
households and restaurants
as well as hotels.

Another Songea resident,
Rashidi Huseini, said that
the price of sugar has been
high for now and when the
month of Ramadan arrives
in March, the price of is
most likely to be higher if
smething is not done.

Kassian Ndunguru asked
the government to see the
need of allowing sugar from

neighboring countries as a
short-term measure to re-
duce the price.

He argued that importa-
tion is important because
one kilogram of sugar is sold
at lower prices in all bor-
der areas near neighboring
countries to the south but
the same is brought into the
country through smuggling.

Stephan Ndaki, Ruvuma
Regional Administrative
Secretary, admitted that
there is an increase in the
price of which now sales
at between 4,000/- and
4,500/- per kilogram which
is being seen as a nuisance
to the people.

Ndaki said that following
the increase in the price of
the product, his office has
already taken steps to con-
tact Tanzania Sugar Board
to see how to solve the exist-
ing problem.

Mbeya City declares ‘end’ to desk shortage as schools open

By Guardian Correspondent,
Mbeya

PUPILS in various primary
schools in Mbeya city are set to
start learning in comfortable en-
vironment after the completion
of 6,200 desks that were needed
to end the shortage.

John Nchimbi, Mbeya City Di-
rector, made the statement at the
weekend here when speaking to
journalists on the preparations

to receive pupils as schools open
today.

Nchimbi said the desks have
been made at a cost of 186m/-
which is part of internal reve-
nues and that they are currently
going on with the implementa-
tion of other projects to trans-
form education sector.

He said that the city has also
spent 80m/- to renovate class-
rooms in four primary schools
that were dilapidated and in un-

pleasant condition.

He named the primary schools
which benefited from the re-
habilitation as Isanga, Simike,
Nsoho and Mwasanga, adding
that from today pupils will enjoy
their studies by staying in a clean
environment.

“We have also used 406m/- to
construct toilets in the schools
which were lacking the infra-
structure and now as the schools
open, pupils will see the differ-

ence of improved hygiene condi-
tions,” he said.

“Inyala, Mwasanga, Simike,
Nsongwi, Mabonde, Halinji,
Ikulu, Uhuru, Gombe, Tambuka
Reli, Mapambano, Lyoto, Ikuti,
Muungano and Igale, are the pri-
mary schools which have ben-
efited with the construction of
the toilets.”

The director further said that
some of the schools were facing
a shortage of toilets and others

had no even single toilet, some-
thing which was so bad thus
making pupils study in an un-
healthy environment.

“Some schools have also com-
pleted construction of teachers’
houses and these include Nsoho
primary school which has spent
10m/- to complete the houses,”
he said.

Nchimbi further acknowl-
edged that schools in the city
were facing a number of chal-

lenges which need cooperation
between the government and
parents to resolve for the edu-
cation sector to continue doing
well.

Lydia Kamwelwe, one of the
stakeholders said that many
schools in the city are dilapi-
dated and therefore need major
renovations to align with the sta-
tus of the city.

She said the government is
currently implementing various

projects to construct classrooms
and renovate infrastructure in
schools, efforts which if well im-
plemented, will bring huge relief
to pupils.

She asked the government and
education stakeholders to con-
tinue renovating classrooms and
other infrastructure in schools
so that all pupils can study in fa-
vourable environment and thus
boost academic performance.
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New report reveals
stark disparities in
impact of pollution
induced by plastics

By Guardian Reporter

A RECENT report by the World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) has brought at-
tention to the extensive impact of plastic
pollution, shedding light on the often-
overlooked consequences faced by low-
income countries.

The report reveals that these nations
bear a burden up to ten times higher
than wealthier counterparts, despite
their lower per-capita plastic consump-
tion.

The alarming findings of the WWF
report emphasize the environmental,
health, and economic ramifications of
plastic pollution, with specific focus on
countries like Kenya. The report high-
lights the disproportionate impact on
low- and middle-income nations and
underscores the urgent need for global
intervention.

According to Alex Kubasu, the program
coordinator for the circular economy ini-
tiative at WWF Kenya, the decisions sur-
rounding plastic production and design
are primarily made in wealthier nations,
resulting in a significant impact on the
ground in less affluent countries. Kubasu
emphasizes the stark contrast in the cost
of managing plastic waste, with low-in-
come countries spending up to ten times
more than developed nations.

Negotiators gathered in Nairobi on No-
vember 13 for the third round of global
treaty discussions to address plastic
pollution. Despite efforts by countries
like Kenya to curb single-use plastic, the
challenge persists due to illegal imports,
highlighting the cross-border nature of
the issue.

The WWF report identifies three struc-
tural inequities amplifying the impact on
low- and middle-income nations. Firstly,
these countries have minimal influence
over plastic production decisions made
primarily in wealthier nations. Second-
ly, the rapid rate of plastic production
outpaces the technical and financial
resources available for waste manage-
ment in less affluent countries. Lastly,
the report emphasizes the absence of a
fair mechanism to hold countries and
companies accountable for their actions
or inaction on plastic pollution.

Amos Wemanya, a senior advisor at
Power Shift Africa, points out that deci-
sions like China’s 2019 ban on plastic
imports have led Global North countries
to view Africa as a “dumping ground,”
which poses significant challenges for
African economies.

In response to the plastic crisis, initia-
tives like Mr. Green Africa, a plastic recy-
cling company in Kenya, are investing
in recycling capacity. CEO Keiran Smith
emphasizes the importance of address-
ing technical and financial inadequacies
through new investments to scale up op-
erations and bridge infrastructure gaps
in African countries.

As negotiations unfold in Kenya, the
WWF calls on governments to imple-
ment measures such as a ban on high-
risk plastic products, establish global
requirements for product design, and
provide financial support for low- and
middle-income countries. The hope is
for a comprehensive, globally binding
treaty to combat the plastic crisis, similar
in scale to the Paris Climate Agreement.

Constitutional and Legal Affairs minister Dr Pindi Chana has a word with Njombe Region officials on Friday ahead of a two-day tour of the Liganga iron ore and
Mchuchuma coalmine integrated projects.

ATMIS provides aid to flood-stricken households in Somalia

ADDIS ABABA

AS part of its ongoing ef-
forts in humanitarian aid, the
African Union Transition Mis-
sion in Somalia (ATMIS) on
Thursday donated relief food
to households in Bulobarde,
Central region of Somalia,
that were affected by the re-
cent El Nino-induced floods.

The donations, which in-
cluded essential items such
as sugar, rice, wheat flour and
cooking oil, among others,

were provided by Djibouti
Armed Forces troops serving
with ATMIS.

Col. Said Waberi Harour,
the Sector Four Commander
who presided over the food
distribution, lauded the Dji-
bouti Armed Forces soldiers
for their commitment to sup-
porting affected families in
the community.

“I  commend Djibouti
troops for their sacrifice and
compassion in sharing a por-
tion of their food rations with

the Somali people devastated
by the floods along River Sha-
belle,” said Col Harour.

He further emphasized
that the donation would help
mitigate the negative impacts
of flooding mainly food in-
security. Significant areas in
Hiiran region have been ad-
versely affected by flooding,
making it difficult to access
necessities such as food and
medicine.

Hassan Mohamed Abdi Bu-
lobarde District Commission-

er, who received the donation
on behalf of the local admin-
istration, complimented Dji-
bouti troops for the noble in-
tervention in supporting the
flood victims.

“In addition to assisting in
maintaining peace and sta-
bility in the region, ATMIS-
Djibouti troops have made
a commendable decision to
share what they have with
the flood victims,” observed
Abdi.

The relief aid was donated

to individuals most affected
by the El Nino-induced floods
among them vulnerable fami-
lies, the elderly and individu-
als with special needs.

The donation exercise was
attended by Eleyeh Abdi
Omar, Commander of Bu-
lobarde Forward Operating
Base (FOB); Hassan Hero,
Somali National Army Com-
mander in the Hiiran region
and representatives of the lo-
cal community.

JOHANNESBURG

South Africa sees
smart agriculture
gains momentum

IN a world where no seed touches soil to germinate,

hydroponic smart farming is gaining momentum and
revolutionizing South Africa’s agricultural landscape.
This innovative method produces high yields while
reusing water.

Tebogo Masobe from Lomanyaneng, outside Ma-
hikeng in the North West, is passionate about inno-
vating and using smart farming to grow vegetables
without using soil. Masobe says the soilless method of
planting is working for him.

“The specific crops that I grow, your leafy plants, are
either your herbs or your edible flowers, lettuce, spin-
ach, cabbage, green pepper, and all your leafy plants.
There are actually more advanced systems that actu-
ally grow potatoes under water but that is on an ad-
vanced level. Right now, we are only dealing with leafy
plants and herbs.”

Masobe says even with limited space and other chal-
lenges, farmers can still increase their yield using this
farming method.

“The unique advantage of operating hydroponics
farming is that the system is solar powered, so we are
not affected by load shedding, we do not solely de-
pend on electricity. We are actually creating our own
energy source; it is fully automated. With this system,
we can actually make use of small spaces. With hydro-
ponics, I can grow more produce in the smaller space
as compared to your conventional farming whereby
you would need a hector of land to actually produce
a certain number of crops. We are taking advantage of
vertical farming instead of planting these crops hori-
zontally; we are making use of our space.”

Muheza town parents and guardians in eleventh-hour shopping for their children’s uniforms, stationery and other items yesterday ahead of today’s reopening of most secondary and primary
schools across the country for Year 2024.

Ghana expects $1.15bn inflow from IMF, World Bank

By Adekunle Agbetiloye

GHANA is expecting to secure a $1.15 billion
funding from the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank by the end of Febru-
ary as bilateral creditors near agreement on the
terms of a debt restructuring.

Ghana finance minister, Ken Ofori-Atta, ex-
presses confidence in reaching an agreement

with official creditors on the terms of a debt re-
structuring, with a meeting scheduled for Janu-
ary 8, Bloomberg reported.

Once an agreement is reached, the IMF ex-
ecutive board can assess Ghana’s performance
under the program initiated in May, paving the
way for the approval of a $600 million disburse-
ment, the second part of its $3 billion bailout.

Despite some delays, Finance Minister Ofori-

Atta expects the board to convene on January
18. The approval by the board will also set in
motion the release of two World Bank disburse-
ments amounting to $550 million.

The Bank has committed $300 million in
budgetary support and another $250 million
toward Ghana’s Financial Stability Fund, so “we
are in good shape,” he said.

The disbursement for budgetary support is

anticipated to occur by the end of this month,
while the contribution to the fund, which aids
financial institutions affected by the domestic
debt restructuring, is expected to arrive by the
end of February, according to Finance Minister
Ofori-Atta.

In June, Ghana struck a deal with banks to
restructure $1.36 billion in locally issued U.S.
dollar bonds and cocoa bills to meet an Interna-

tional Monetary Fund (IMF) deadline and prior-
itize discussions with foreign creditors.

In September 2023, the Ghanian government
filed for bankruptcy after failing to pay billions
of dollars it owed international creditors in
2022. Ghana is among the three African coun-
tries that have failed to meet debt repayment
obligations. The country has halted payments
on the majority of its $28.4 billion external debt.
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Environment strides in Zanzibar
good for tourism, sustainability

SSESSMENTS  that in

the past 60 years of the

Zanzibar Revolution there

ave been substantial

achievements in  environmental
conservation highlighted by the

First Vice President’s Office minister
were reassuring in a situation where
the coastal zone and a littoral state like
Zanzibar face threats from different
quarters, One is the rising sea level
invading farms and residential areas,
unsustainable fishing methods though
Zanzibar is not especially noticeable in
that regard, and even sunbathe camps
and waste disposal. That isn’t all there
is to worry about.

One crucial achievement cited
by the minister was the removal of
360 tonnes of dangerous expired
chemicals from the market that were
stored in various warehouses across
Pemba and Unguja. That is likely to
have been a recent achievement,
reflecting greater government resolve
to be truthful to its obligations, unlike
cutting corners by specific institutions,
with shadowy stakeholders out to
make a fast buck in the situation. The
chemicals were imported for uses like
health, agriculture, industries and
school laboratories, but a stiff disposal
problem arose.

That the stock of chemicals was
freighted to Britain for safe and
professional  disposal ~was also
reassuring, as it would be difficult
enough for Zanzibar to take up the
matter on its own. The level of demands
and cries of potential for disaster or
identifiable harm would be too high for
comfort, while the UK has conventions
to observe on that exercise, and
additionally, there are international
rules or bilateral accords ion such
needs. It shows that environmental
diplomacy is alive and well.

There is also the nagging issue of
controlling the use of plastic bags, after
|[East Africa as a whole moved from
2016 to 2019 to put an end to the most
notorious forms of single use plastic
bags. The flimsy plastic bags are no
longer around save as wrapping bags
that stand a chance of being reused, or

better disposed, than the handle-laden
flimsy bags of that period. At one time
it was reported that cattle often chew
such bags as they may have contained
edible material, and then it is a disaster
trying to digest them, evidently. Huge
quantities were being washed into
the sea, and environmentalists were
shrieking with awe at the ‘death of
oceans’ if this situation wasn’t checked.
By now much of the ocean seabed is
likely to lost substantial amounts of
what is buried there, though by no
means ending the threat.

As it is with the Mainland, awareness
of clear legislation and timelines to
put an end to the use of the bags
struck a chord among the public, with
handle-aided plastic bags disappearing
altogether. Efforts have been directed
at adding recyclable or decomposable
content in replacement bags, where
the need for their being transparent
limits the capacity for a total removal
of relatively thin plastic bags. There
may still be an issue of wider plastic
bags disposal in dumps, etc whether
plastic load can be crushed into landfill
material or in construction being a
different issue, as incineration is out of
question owing to its poisoning effect.

There was a noticeable reference
to the government having built a a
sewage treatment plant in the base
area of Chake Chake municipality
in Pemba Island, plus a 100 meter
long rainwater drainage system.
While this infrastructure has to do
social amenities available, it is part of
improving the image of the islands as
a tourism hotspot, as well as eliciting
greater community support for the
policy direction of the Zanzibar
Revolutionary Government. A gap in
amenities or popular expectations
can expose the public authorities to
those with different answers, which
successive governments have worked
to stem from visibility both in the
Isles and on the Mainland. This social
amenities are cardinal not only to
environmental sustainability but to
stability and social harmony in the
long run.

Agro-sector education for resilient
farming setting actual benchmarks

GRO-sector transformation
is a frontline change zone
for a while now, replacing
the singular preoccupation
with horticulture investments during
much of the past decade, as each
decade brings its coterie of demands
that impinge on agro-sector policy
makers and entrepreneurs. There is a
difference between the two as policy
seeks to make agriculture capable
of sustaining the population now
living on the land instead of emitting
substantial portions of it to cities, and
contributing to making cities livable as
well. Mixed engagements in farming
and in urban trading or having real
estate that earns money after one is
retired is a particular case of mixed
rural-urban settings. And plenty
of youths are joining that track at
present.

Reports say that over 75,000 farmers
in various regions have been reached
with training to adopt agro-ecological
practices that include embracing
organic farming to restore natural
landscapes to the extent possible.
They are being coached by Sustainable
Agriculture Tanzania (SAT), one
among a score of green revolution
field organisations, each focusing
on a particular issue. Quite often the
community service organisations work
in an area for a specific issue, which
means another group or agency can
pick up another aspect of things. That
is different from the public authorities
which have to handle each and
everything on a day to day basis.

That is how a section of farmers

in Morogoro, Dodoma, Iringa and
Manyara regions have in the past
decade been exposed to sessions of
imparting essential skills on sustainable
crop cultivation. There are also issues
on marketing strategies which don’t
belong to environment as such, but
they are relevant to the whole issue of
sustainability, since one may succeed
in protecting soils with improved
agriculture to a section of farmers, but
ifall of them are not covered, presumed
environmental gains will suffer. That
is why a section of observers make
a point of emphasis on population
growth without productivity overhaul
as a substantial risk.

That is why the festival approach
taken by the organisation during its
ten years of existence merits a thought,
though it is really not upon SAT or
the Alliance for a Green Revolution in
Africa (AGRA) to examine the issue, as
what they do is to teach new methods
of agriculture which can make a
differenceifthey are spread far enough.
The trouble is in the counteracting
forces to this effort, chiefly in the fact
that changing farming demands a
farmer with a different capital base, for
instance those migrating from cities
to rural area or at least pick farms as a
more reasonable or sustainable form
of investment as distinct from term
deposits in banks or share purchasing
on the stock exchange. Traditional
peasants mostly fail to pay substantial
loans as the crops don’t sell by multiples
of usual prices to enable payments, just
improve their own yields and welfare,
thus banks face losses.
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OBITUARY: Professor William Mulokozi Rugumamu (1949-2023)

By Dr Azaveli Lwaitama

ENJAMIN Franklin once

wrote: “Those things that

hurt instruct.” Indeed, the

death of a loved one not
only “hurts” but also “instructs”, if we
may draw an inference from the open-
ing quote attributed to one of the Unit-
ed Sates of America’s pioneer scientists
and founding fathers.

Towards the end of last year, on the
Sunday of November 26, 2023, the Uni-
versity of Dar es Salaam (UDSM) lost
one of its few world-class geographers.

It was none other than Professor Wil-
liam Mulokozi Rugumamu (pictured),
who passed on at the Hubert Kairuki
University Hospital in Dar es Salaam
where he had been admitted for some
days.

The Friday of December 1, 2023 saw
members of the UDSM community and
its alumni pay their respects to this il-
lustrious son of Tanzania and Africa. It
was at the widely acclaimed Nkrumah
Hall - at the university’s main (Hill)
campus.

The pain of losing geography guru is
all the more felt in the light of the fact
that Tanzanians last year faced many
challenges that called for the services
of expert like him to handle pressing is-
sues including predictions related to El
Nifio and other weather phenomena .

Since it takes long and demands a
huge investment in funding and other
resources to acquire the specialised ex-
pertise to which the deceased profes-
sor was exposed, the pain of losing him
hurts an immense lot.

However, it also instructs in that it re-
minds those responsible for the train-
ing of UDSM another scholars on the
needs to offer adequate opportunities
for the acquisition of specialised expert
training to their academic staff similar
to what was availed to the late profes-
SOT.

The landslides experienced towards
the end of last year in Katesh in Man-
yara Region, which claimed more than
70 deaths in the early morning of the
Sunday of December 3, similarly pro-
vide Tanzanians with the background
within which to reflect on the loss of
Prof Rugumamu.

This is in part because the very fact
that his costly specialised geography
expertise had taken long to acquire.

The passing on of a world-class aca-
demic or scholar in any field of study
understandably raises alarm bells, the
bells especially shrilling and chilling
when the don in question is a well-
trained and experienced geographer.

Prof Rugumamu was one of a very
small number of geographers in Tan-
zania with really deep knowledge of
almost all branches of physical geogra-
phy, including geomorphology, bioge-
ography and climatology.

All these branches of geography are
hugely relevant in tackling issues such
as predictions of unexpected changes
in weather patterns including, as ob-
served earlier, El Nifo.

Also in question are disasters asso-
ciated with climate change and at the
heart of our country’s sustainable and
resilient development efforts.

Our people need an adequate num-
ber of geographers if we are to succeed
in ensuring climate change resilience
and adaptation.

It takes years to produce such a rare
expert in these various branches of ge-
ography as was Prof Rugumamu, who
was born on November 25, 1949 and
died on November 26, 2023.

The rare scholar was very good at
training other geographers and, had he
lived longer, our country would surely
have benefited a lot more from the ex-
pertise he had acquired over the years.

After primary and middle school
education at Katoma Village in Kagera
Region, O-level secondary education at
Nyakato Secondary School, also in Kag-
era Region, and the A-level secondary
education at Shinyanga High School in
Shinyanga Region, the scholar gradu-
ated with a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Geography from the UDSM in 1974.

He then earned a Master of Arts de-
gree in Agricultural Land Use Planning
from the same UDSM some two years
later.

He thereafter proceeded to Univer-
sity of Reading in the UK, where he
gained a Master of Science degree in
Pedology, Soil Survey and Land Use
Planning in 1978. Incidentally, pedology
is the branch of soil science focusing on
the formation, morphology and clas-
sification of soils as bodies within the
natural landscape.

He returned to the UDSM, were he
had been employed all along, engaged
in teaching, research and community
service, first as a tutorial assistant (1974-
1976) and rising to assistant lecturer
(1976-1980) and lecturer (1980-1988).

Come 1988, the culmination of post-
graduate research and training work
earned him a UDSM PhD degree in Soil
Resource Survey and Evaluation for
Land Use Planning.

Upon gaining his PhD, Rugumamu
was promoted to Senior Lecturer (1988-
1993). From 1993 to 1994 he was in the
US, specifically at Clark University,
Worcester, Massachusetts, as a Senior
Fulbright Scholar.

In 1994 he was granted a research

fellowship at the World Resources In-
stitute, Washington DC. He thereafter
returned to UDSM, where he was pro-
moted to Associate Professor (1995-
2001) and full Professor of Geography
(1995-2019).

In addition to all the above postdoc-
toral fellowship awards and research at-
tachments, the scholar was throughout
his employment with the UDSM always
ready and willing to attend a range of
short courses meant to sharpen his
expertise in various geography-related
specialisations.

These included attending a Remotely
Sensed Environmental Data Analysis
course at the Regional Remote Sens-
ing Facility in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1980,
for Management of Arid Lands training
at Moscow State University in the then
USSR in 1981.

Among the others were an X-ray
Analysis of Minerals course at the Tech-
nical University of Berlin, Germany, in
1982 and a Land Resources Evaluation
and Management course at the Univer-
sity of East Anglia in the UK in 1984.

There were also a short course in
Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) at
Clark University, Worcester, in the US,
in 1993; a Remote Sensing for Disaster
Management course at the United Na-
tions European Space Agency in Vi-
enna, Austria, in 1995; as well as a short
course in Emergency Settlement Plan-
ning at the University of Wisconsin,
Madison, in the US.

As noted earlier, it takes long and is
hugely expensive acquiring the kind
of expertise Prof Rugumamu boasted.
Thus, his passing on is by all accounts a
massive loss to Tanzania in general and
to the UDSM in particular.

The scholar was a singularly dedi-
cated educator of geographers who
graduated from the UDSM and counted
as among his students, apart from hun-
dreds of undergraduate ones, 19 he su-
pervised to earn their Master’s degree
in Geography and seven he supervised
to gain their PhD degree in Environ-
mental Management-related Geogra-
phy.

Prof Rugumamu also did a lot of re-
search on the basis of which he pub-
lished 68 journal articles, chapters in
books and books.

By the time of death, he had already
submitted a proposal indicating his
readiness to present his Professorial In-
augural Lecture.

Furthermore, he undertook a lot
community service including serving
as a Coordinator of the Master of Arts
in Geography degree Programme and
a PhD degree Programme on the Envi-
ronment.

In fact, he personally conducted
courses in Biophysical Environment;
Orthodox and Contemporary Physical
Geography; and Land Use Planning and
Management.

This was in addition to his being a
member of the UDSM Geography De-
partment’s management committee
and a member of the Masters course in
Geographical Information Systems.

He also served as patron of the As-
sociation of Geographers and Envi-
ronmental Managers, patron of the
Geographical Association of Tanzania,
member of the UDSM Research Ethics
Committee, and the Deputy Chairper-
son of the Tanzania National Commit-
tee of the International Year of Planet
Earth.

Prof Rugumamu also served as As-
sociate Dean for Research, Publication
and Consultancy at the UDSM’s Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences, a member
of the UDSM Senate Research and Pub-
lication Committee; a member of the
Faculty Board of the UDSM’s Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences; and the Chair-
person of the Language of Tanzania
Project of the university’s Faculty of
Arts and Social Sciences.

He further served as a member of
the UDSM Consultancy Bureau board;
a member of the African Deserts and
Arid Lands Committee; Chairperson
of the National Committee for Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of Nature
and Natural Resources; and a member
of Tanzania’s National UNESCO board.

In the light of all the above teaching,
research and community service du-
ties in which the scholar is reported to
have performed excellently, it is no ex-
aggeration saying that it will take very
long finding someone to fill his shoes at
UDSM.

As a bonus, the scholar introduced
two invaluable innovations the univer-
sity’s Department of Geography. The
first is the pioneering of the establish-
ment of a training programme in the
management of emergencies and disas-
ters management. The second is being
the founder of the Professor William
Rugumamu Award to the Final Year
Best Student in Geography.

One hopes and prays that the univer-
sity will retain, consolidate and scale
up these and other innovative initia-
tives throughout in order to foster and
enhance its status as a world-class uni-
versity.

We would accordingly be doing our
country, the UDSM and the late scholar
a great service by reflecting on the im-
mense loss his death means while feel-
ing obliged to spare a thought to his
widow, Professor Constancia P. Rugum-
amu; their children: Julieth, Victor and
Gilbert; and their six grandchildren.

Let us console ourselves and all those
mourning and missing Professor Wil-
liam Mulokozi Rugumamu by stealing
from what American novelist Mark
Twain wrote in his manuscript ‘Which
Was The Dream?’: “Nothing that grieves
us can be called little; by the external
laws of proportion a child’s loss of a doll
and a king’s loss of a crown are events
of the same size.”

* Dr Azaveli Feza Lwaitama is a re-
tired UDSM senior lecturer. The De-
cember 29, 2023 issue of The Guard-
ian carried an obituary he wrote on
another highly regarded Tanzanian
scholar, Prof Teddy Maliyamkono
1939 - Oct 15, 2023). - Editor
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By Telesphor Magobe

ANY countries across the
world, including Tanzania,
have adopted, a new
learning pedagogy called
the learner-centred (competence-based)
pedagogy to improve the provision
of education. This pedagogy grooms
learners to acquire lifelong skills and
competences needed in the rapidly
changing world of the 21st century.

As a result, it is internationally recog-
nised as the ‘best practice’ pedagogy,
according to Prof Michele Schweisfurth
(2019), who has long experience in teach-
ing and research in the Global South.

Yet, despite efforts to promote the
learner-centred pedagogy there are
challenges limiting its application and
practicality that are worth mentioning. If
the learner-centred (competence-based)
pedagogy is linked to lifelong skills and
competences needed in the 21st century,
but its application faces challenges, is
reverting to the traditional (instruction)
pedagogy a panacea for institutions of
learning to groom learners to acquire
skills and competences needed in the
21st century and in the future labour
market?

We may be unfamiliar with these chal-
lenges. So, let us turn to education re-
searchers and see what they say about
the application of learner-centred (com-
petence-based) pedagogy, which in my
opinion, is still relevant to the 21st cen-
tury.

Nozomi Sakata (2021) did a study
in Tanzania. The scholar refers to the
learner-centred pedagogy as a top-down
approach to teaching which is imple-
mented by international donors. The
scholar proposes a bottom-up approach
(an alternative approach to the learner-
centred pedagogy) which is suited to the
local situation.

Sakata argues that the effort undertak-
en to appreciate people’s values (as the
learner-centred pedagogy does) could
only intensify the ideological colonisa-
tion through pedagogy that learner-cen-
tred pedagogy has inherently imposed
on the Global South. The scholar says
“empirical evidence reveals the ineffec-
tiveness of learner-centred pedagogy
implementation in the Global South for
various reasons, including material and
human resource scarcity, lack of quali-
fied teachers and incompatible educa-
tion systems and cultural values com-
pared to learner-centred pedagogy.”

Sakata says further that the pedagogy
promotes Western values and “if its
principles continue having a Western
philosophical basis for pedagogy of ‘best
practice’, pedagogical colonisation will
persist.” Thus, the scholar examines a
possible way to explore a pedagogy al-
ternative to learner-centred pedagogy
through a bottom-up process via the
capability approach and critical real-

Challenges hindering learner-
centred approach to teaching

Despite the
global en-
deavour to
spread learn-
er-centred
pedagogy
throughout
low-income
countries, re-
search shows
the failure of
its appropria-
tion in local
schools.

ism. “Despite the global endeavour
to spread learner-centred pedagogy
throughout low-income countries, re-
search shows the failure of its appro-
priation in local schools.”

Referring to research conducted in
Malawi, Sakata says student teachers
who underwent a learner-centred
pedagogy training programme in-
dicated their understanding of the
pedagogy at a theoretical level. “They
nevertheless lacked the opportunity
to practise learner-centred pedagogy
(LCP) in the classroom, resulting in
their inadequate application of the
pedagogy.”

Citing another scholar Vavrus
(2009), who conducted a study in
Tanzania, exploring student teach-
ers’ practices and their views of a
constructivist pedagogy, the scholar’s
observation and in-depth interviews
uncovered struggles student teachers

had to overcome even if they under-
stood the need to implement LCP.

Sakata says “Vavrus emphasises the
incompatibility of LCP with particu-
lar social and cultural expectations
as well as with the teaching environ-
ment.” The scholar refers to the work
of Tabulawa (2003, 2013), who con-
tends that “making a paradigm shift
from one to the other would not be
possible.” Therefore, Sakata (2021)
suggests that a capability approach
provides a flexible conceptual frame-
work through which to evaluate what
people are able to do and to be (ca-
pabilities) and what they are actually
achieving in terms of being and doing
(functioning).

As opposed to learner-centred
pedagogy with a top-down legisla-
tive endeavour for a pedagogical re-
modelling irrespective of context,
the capability approach proposes a

bottom-up process to engage with lo-
cal people to decide what, who and
how best to educate children. “In de-
termining what people have reason to
value, the capability approach priori-
tises public reasoning, hence discus-
sions and dialogues with and among
members of the public are integral.”

The scholar says although the Min-
istry of Education, Science and Tech-
nology stresses the learner-centred
pedagogy to improve the quality of
teacher training to promote a more
learner-centred approach with an
expected result that teacher train-
ers acquire and transmit pedagogical
skills for learner-centred teaching,
the scholar’s study seeks to frame a
locally appropriate pedagogy beyond
learner-centred pedagogy through
the capability approach and critical
realism.

One of the study participants when

asked about the practicality of the
learner-centred approach had this to
say: “Today, when inspectors come to
monitor us, even if there are too many
students in the classroom, we must
show how the participatory method is
implemented in the classroom.” Accord-
ing to the scholar, this excerpt demon-
strates power relations that drive the
teacher’s preference towards participa-
tory methods to some extent.

The scholar argues that the partici-
pant was aware of the policy empha-
sis on learner-centred pedagogy and
seemed willing to apply the approach
“for the sake of school inspection. This
example epitomises that power dynam-
ics at play between the global, national
and local policy actors affect the social
norms of the locales regarding what is
‘appropriate’ within a given context.”

Willem & Kadhila (2022) in a study
they conducted found out that all teach-
ers who participated in their study pre-
ferred the traditional teacher-centred
pedagogy to the learner-centred one. In
line with Mubiana & Nkengbeza (2023),
Julius & Mkulu (2022), who also con-
ducted their study in Tanzania, found
that although the government’s target
in pre-primary schools is to have 25
schoolchildren in class, overcrowding
was “the norm rather than the excep-
tion”.

The authors gave an example of 5,100
Standard 1 schools they covered and
found that there were even more than
100 pupils in Standard I. It was also
a similar case for 6,900 Standard II
schools which had over 100 pupils in
class and in other schools it exceeded
300.

In the circumstances, the learner-
centred pedagogy cannot work. Some
authors refer to the learner-centred
pedagogy as “a Western import and a
form of neo-colonialism...and...changing
classroom practice in learner-centred
directions is not just a case of modify-
ing teaching technique, but also cultur-
al beliefs and practices” (Schweisfurth,
2019).

Since the learner-centred pedagogy
works better with small groups it can
be difficult to schools with a high rate of
enrolment. Other challenges related to
the learner-centred pedagogy include
a shortage of teachers, a shortage of
teaching-learning facilities, a shortage
of resources, teachers’ negative percep-
tions and lack of proper teachers’ train-
ing (Julius and Mkulu, 2022).

2024 demands swift action to stem Sudan’s ruinous conflict

NEW YORK

NEARLY nine months of war have
tipped Sudan into a downward spi-
ral that only grows more ruinous by
the day. As the conflict spreads, hu-
man suffering is deepening, human-
itarian access is shrinking, and hope
is dwindling. This cannot continue.

2024 demands that the interna-
tional community - particularly
those with influence on the parties
to the conflict in Sudan - take deci-
sive and immediate action to stop
the fighting and safeguard humani-
tarian operations meant to help mil-
lions of civilians.

Now that hostilities have reached
the country’s breadbasket in Aj
Jazirah State, there is even more at
stake. More than 500,000 people
have fled fighting in and around
the state capital Wad Medani, long
a place of refuge for those uprooted
by clashes elsewhere.

On-going mass displacement
could also fuel the rapid spread of
a cholera outbreak in the state, with
more than 1,800 suspected cases re-
ported there so far.

The same horrific abuses that
have defined this war in other hot-
spots - Khartoum, Darfur and Kor-
dofan - are now being reported
in Wad Medani. Accounts of wide-
spread human rights violations, in-
cluding sexual violence, remind us
that the parties to this conflict are
still failing to uphold their commit-
ments to protect civilians

There are also serious concerns
about the parties’ compliance with
international humanitarian law.
Given Wad Medani’s significance as
a hub for relief operations, the fight-

ing there - and looting of humanitar-
ian warehouses and supplies - is a
body blow to our efforts to deliver
food, water, health care and other
critical aid.

The UN condemns the looting of
humanitarian supplies, which un-

dermines its ability to save lives.

that intensifying hostilities are

Across Sudan, nearly 25 million
people will need humanitarian assis-
tance in 2024. But the bleak reality is

ting most of them beyond our reach.
Deliveries across conflict lines have

ground to a halt.

put-
increasingly under threat.

And though the cross-border aid
operation from Chad continues to
serve as a lifeline for people in Dar-
fur, efforts to deliver elsewhere are

The escalating violence in Sudan

is also imperiling regional stability.
The war has unleashed the world’s
largest displacement crisis, uproot-
ing the lives of more than 7 million
people, some 1.4 million of whom
into neighbouring
countries already hosting large refu-

have crossed

Children who have fled with their families from Sudan eat food provided by World Food Programme (WFP) at a centre in South Sudan. December 2023. Credit: WFP/Eulalia Berlanga

gee populations.

For Sudan’s people, 2023 was a
year of suffering. In 2024, the parties
to the conflict must do three things
to end it: Protect civilians, facilitate
humanitarian access, and stop the
fighting - immediately. IPS
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US released over 2.3 million migrants
at its border post since 2021, data show

Migrants wait to be processed by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection after they crossed the Rio Grande and entered the U.S. from Mexico on Oct. 19 in Eagle Pass, Texas. (Eric Gay/AP).

By Maria Sacchetti and Nick Miroff

HE United States Customs
and Border Protection has re-
leased more than 2.3 million
migrants into the United States
at the southern border under the Biden
administration, allowing in the vast ma-
jority of migrant families and some adult
groups, according to a new report.

The figures, published by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the first
time, illustrate the extent to which CBP
officials have been overwhelmed by the
volume of migrants crossing the U.S.-
Mexico border.

The mass releases have typically been
a measure of last resort when agents
don’t have the holding capacity or per-
sonnel to process migrants using stand-
ard procedures.

The 2.3 million figure is significantly
lower than the more than 6 million
migrants taken into CBP custody dur-
ing the same period, a number many
of President Biden’s Republican critics
have used as a proxy for overall migra-
tion.

Homeland Security Secretary Alejan-
dro Mayorkas acknowledged the rising
numbers this week and said released
migrants are put into deportation pro-
ceedings. But he said it takes too long to
deport people who are ineligible to stay,
and urged Congress to boost the agen-
cy’s funding.

“It is precisely why we have said since
day one of this administration that the
immigration system that is so funda-
mentally broken needs to be fixed,” May-

in 2021,
large cruise
ships were
banned
from enter-
ing the his-
toric centre
of Venice
via the Giu-
decca canal
after a ship
crashed
into a har-
bour.

orkas told Fox News on Thursday.

The DHS data released Friday show
more than 4 million border-crossers
have been expelled to Mexico, re-
turned to home countries or other-
wise removed from the United States
over the past three years.

The 4 million figure includes more
than 2.5 million migrants who were
expelled by CBP using the pandemic-
era Title 42 policy that allowed bor-
der agents to rapidly return migrants
to Mexico or their home countries
without giving them a chance to seek
U.S. protection. The policy, which the
Biden administration ended in May,
partly inflated CBP encounter num-
bers because it allowed border-cross-
ers to make repeat attempts without
fear of legal consequences such as jail
time.

A DHS spokeswoman said Saturday
that the agency continues to deport
significant numbers of unauthorized
migrants, including families.

From May to September, DHS de-
ported more migrants than during
any other five-month period in the last
decade, spokeswoman Erin Heeter
said in a statement. “A majority of all
south-western border migrant en-
counters throughout this administra-
tion have been removed or expelled”.

The figures in the report were pro-
duced by the agency’s new Office of
Homeland Security Statistics, a unit
created last year to provide more data
to the public at a time when immigra-
tion remains a major political issue na-
tionwide.

CBP mass releases are taxing for U.S.
communities because large groups
of migrants, including families with
children, often arrive needing shelter,
meals and services. Texas Gov. Greg
Abbott (R) has sent nearly 100,000
migrants to U.S. cities such as Chicago,
New York and Washington, straining
their finances and fanning tensions
between their Democratic mayors and
the White House.

The Border Patrol, which is part of
CBP, released 1.8 million migrants into
the United States during the last three
years, including a record 909,450 dur-
ing the 2023 fiscal year that ended
Sept. 30, the DHS data show.

The Border Patrol typically releases
migrants if they are traveling with chil-
dren to avoid holding them in crowded
detention facilities with adults. Agents
also release migrants when detention
facilities are beyond capacity.

CBP’s Office of Field Operations,
which monitors legal checkpoints
bustling with travelers and interna-
tional trade, also released an addition-
al 487,830 migrants in the last three
years, most of them in the 2023 fiscal
year. Though they arrived at an official
port of entry, these migrants may still
ultimately be deported if they do not
qualify for U.S. legal status.

Families made up the majority of
the 2.3 million released by CBP. The
DHS data show about 70 percent of all
the families who were taken into U.S.
custody over the last three years were
released along the border. In 2023,
the percentage of families who were

released — and not sent home or re-
turned to Mexico — rose to 81 percent.

Adults traveling without children
are released by CBP at a much lower
rate, the DHS data show. About 1 mil-
lion adults taken into CBP custody
were released, accounting for about
one-quarter of those apprehended by
the agency.

The 2.3 million releases by CBP do
not include the roughly 365,000 un-
accompanied minors encountered by
the agency since 2021 who were trans-
ferred to the Department of Health
and Human Services. The minors are
generally assigned to federal shel-
ters and later released to a parent or
guardian.

Migrant families crossing the U.S.-
Mexico border have been rising over
the past decade, and they pose a spe-
cial concern for federal immigration
officials because detention centers are
built for adults and federal courts have
imposed limits on how long officials
can detain children.

The Trump administration said it
was forced to release families because
it could not detain children longer.
In 2019, when the Trump administra-
tion faced a then-record influx of mi-
grants traveling as family groups, the
CBP made more than 258,000 direct
releases, including many families, a
period when CBP officials said their
agents and infrastructure had reached
“a breaking point.”

The Biden administration ended
family detention because officials said
children should not be in custody, but

that has also meant that traveling as a
family increases a group’s odds of en-
tering the United States. Many families
are making journeys through danger-
ous jungles and crime-ridden areas to
reach the border, and children often ar-
rive sick and underweight. Some chil-
dren have died on the journey and in
U.S. custody.

Migrants are required to check in
with immigration officials to face de-
portation proceedings once they are
settled in the United States. Many do,
but some do not, leading to large im-
migration court backlogs and concerns
that immigration officials are unable to
deport migrants who are ineligible to
stay.

Border officials have exercised their
authority to release migrants in the
past, but more sparingly, such as to
admit people seeking medical care or
fleeing persecution.

From the fiscal years 2014 to 2020,
463,110 migrants were released into
the United States from the southern
border. Part of Biden’s first year over-
lapped with Trump’s, though Biden
has been more likely to allow migrants
into the United States. The data does
not take into account migrants who
slipped past border guards and got into
the United States.

Venezuelans were the largest group
released over the past three fiscal
years, with more than 382,600 passing
through border facilities. Cubans were
the second largest, with more than
316,000 releases, followed by more
than 200,000 each from Nicaragua and
Honduras.

Others have been allowed into the
United States through a parole pro-
gram meant to discourage them from
crossing the southern border illegally.
More than 350,000 migrants were al-
lowed in at airports, mainly through a
program that grants legal entry to Cu-
bans, Haitians, Venezuelans and Nica-
raguans if they find a U.S. resident to
sponsor them.

U.S. Immigration and Customs En-
forcement, which is responsible for
detaining and deporting migrants in-
side the United States, also releases
some migrants after receiving them
from CBP. ICE has enrolled more than
650,000 migrants into electronic
monitoring programs known as “alter-
natives to detention” since the 2021
fiscal year, records show. The number
includes individuals taken into custody
by CBP at U.S. land borders as well as
those arrested by ICE in the interior of
the United States.

The report does not include esti-
mates for the number of border-cross-
ers who were detected by CBP but not
taken into custody, a category the agen-
cy refers to as “gotaways.” CBP detected
about 600,000 getaways in 2022 and
389,000 in 2021, according to a May
2023 report by DHS’s Office of Inspec-
tor General.

MONDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS HALI HALISI
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

TUESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS
22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

WEDNESDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-21:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPORTS

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

THURSDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS

21:00-23:00HRS
MALUMBANO YA HOJA

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

FRIDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

05:00-09:00HRS MORNING JAM
09:00-13:00HRS LETE RAHA
13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CLUB 101
16:00-18:00HRS DALA DALA
18:00-18:10HRS HABARI
18:10-20:00HRS BOZOUK TIME
20:00-21:00HRS SPORTS
21:00-23:00HRS KIPIMA JOTO

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO )

Tembelea mitandao ya kijamii ya CAPITAL RADIO

SATURDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:30-10:00HRS DK 90 DUNIANI
10:00-11:00HRS KADOGOO
11:00-13:00HRS BONGO HITS
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS ZAIDI YA
UMJUAVYO

16:00-18:00HRS ALIYEVUMA
18:00-21:00HRS BUZUKI TIME
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI

22:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

SUNDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

07:00-09:00HRS
HABARI NA MATUKIO YA WIKI

09:00-11:00HRS THE SUNDAY
11:00-13:00HRS TOP 20
13:00-14:00HRS DW RADIO
14:00-16:00HRS CAPITAL
MICHEZONI

16:00-18:00HRS UKURASA WA
MBELE

18:00-21:00HRS JIACHIE
21:00-22:00HRS SPOTI
22:00-01:00HRS LADHA LAINI

01:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
MCHAGANGANYIKO)

CAPITAL RADIO
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By Clemence Manyukwe

HE winners of this
year’s  L'Oréal-UN-
ESCO For Women
in Science Young
Talents Sub-Saharan Africa
Awards included 25 PhD can-
didates and five post-doctoral
researchers, who are spread
across multiple fields of re-
search to tackle major chal-
lenges to improve the quality
of life in Africa and worldwide.

They received their awards,
including funding of €10,000
(about US$10,870) to PhD stu-
dents and €15,000 to postdoc-
toral students, at the annual
ceremony hosted in Kasane,
Botswana, on 9 November.
They also received training
ahead of the ceremony, accord-
ing to a statement.

“We had informative train-
ing on leadership, negotiation,
assertive communication, me-
dia and harassment. I learned
a number of things I never
knew and I believe will cata-
pult my scientific career,” said
Constance Chingwaru, one of
the winners. She is in the sec-
ond year of her PhD studies at
Bindura University of Science
Education, Zimbabwe.

University World News spoke
to Chingwaru and four of the
other winners about their re-
search.

A focus on sustainable de-
velopment

Zimbabwean entomologist
Chingwaru’s research is fo-
cused on developing a novel
biopesticide from Zimbabwe-
an local plants that will be ef-
fective against fall armyworm
- Spodoptera frugiperda - an
invasive pest that damages
more than 350 plant species,
including maize.

“A fall armyworm invasion
was reported in West Africa
in 2016 and, up to date, it has
spread to more than 38 Afri-
can countries, including Zim-
babwe. My research is aimed
at fulfilling the attainment of
the United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) 1 (no
poverty) and SDG 2 (zero hun-
ger),” said Chingwaru.

She said that, in an attempt to
keep the fall armyworm at bay,
farmers extensively apply syn-
thetic pesticides which have a
plethora of negative effects on
human and animal health as
well as the environment.

She said the objectives of her
study are to establish the cur-
rent methods being used by
smallholder farmers in fall ar-
myworm hotspot areas to con-

Kenyan Faith Njeru (L) and Felicidade Noémia Xerinda Niquice from Mozambiqu

30 women honoured for their

impactful research in Africa

trol the worms, evaluate the
efficacy of the botanical inter-
vention under laboratory and
field conditions, and assess
the effect of the biopesticide
on non-target species.

Chingwaru said that, at the
end of the study, she wants to
develop a product for Africa
by Africans that will effectively
reduce fall armyworm popula-
tions in maize fields.

Another winner, Aderonke
Korede (see picture above)
from Ladoke Akintola Univer-
sity of Technology, Nigeria,
who is in the fourth year of her
PhD programme, said she is
pursuing food chemistry stud-
ies and is exploring the anti-
oxidant health and flavour po-
tential of ginger and turmeric
spices to enhance the stability
and sensory attributes of shea
olein.

“Shea olein is a soft frac-
tion of shea butter, sparsely
used in food industries around
the world. The reasons lie in
consumers’ perceptions of its
poor sensory quality and sta-
bility.

“Yet, shea olein is known
to be rich in bioactive com-
pounds ... [which] react with
free radicals in the body to
stop the progression of oxi-
dative stress, serving as anti-
microbial, anti-inflammatory,
and anti-tumoural agents - as
well as being an immune mod-
ulator.

“Therefore, we are leverag-
ing the bioactive composition
of shea olein and the antioxi-
dant, health and flavour po-
tentials of ginger and turmeric
to bring a healthy and antiox-
idant-rich vegetable oil to the
entire African populace,” she

said.

“My key interest pursu-
ing this research is to see
outcomes transformed from
laboratory into marketable
products. Hence, in five years’
time, I [want to] see the trans-
formation of shea olein into a
healthy cooking oil in Nigeria
and other African nations,”
said the researcher.

Korede said, considering her
roles at work and home as a
married woman, her husband
greatly encouraged and sup-
ported her financially in her
science journey. This support
is very vital for married wom-
en pursuing STEM (science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics).

Being the eldest of the sci-
entists who were honoured,
Korede, who is turning 50 in
February 2024, said the fact

that she was acknowledged
suggests to her that age is not
a barrier in science, but rath-
er what you have to offer the
world.

Korede said this must en-
courage girls and women to
be courageous and to stay fo-
cused in their pursuit of sci-
ence.

Faith Njeru, another win-
ner, is a Kenyan studying food
security and agribusiness at
Sokoine University of Agricul-
ture in Tanzania.

She said her research is
aimed at developing a cheap,
effective, easy-to-use paper
strip test for plant disease de-
tection based on novel mole-
cules obtained from the serum
of camels.

The test will be used by
farmers, seed companies and
plant protection agencies to

detect diseases early and initi-
ate early-warning campaigns
to help reduce crop loss.

“Early detection leads to less
food loss, leading to food secu-
rity and increased earnings for
the farmers and the seed com-
panies,” she said.

Inspired by her mom

Felicidade Noémia Xerinda
Niquice, a Mozambican na-
tional at the University of Por-
to-Portugal, is pursuing a PhD
in occupational safety and
health.

She told University World
News that there are only about
10 occupational doctors in
Mozambique, a country with
about 33 million people.

Her research focuses on the
occupational risk assessment
and management of three
major bloodborne diseases in

healthcare settings (Hepatitis
B, Hepatitis C and HIV), in re-
lation to healthcare workers
at hospitals in the Inhambane
province of Mozambique.

“These diseases are highly
infectious and can be prevent-
able if necessary measures are
taken,” she said.

Niquice, who studied medi-
cine as her first degree, said
both Hepatitis B and HIV have
a high infection burden in
Mozambique. She added that,
even though there hasn’t been
a national study concerning
the real prevalence of Hepatitis
B, the World Health Organiza-
tion considers Mozambique a
country with high endemicity
and, on the other hand, her
country’s public health system
neither tests nor offers treat-
ment for Hepatitis B and C,
hence the importance of her
research.

Niquice said her mother
has been a role model in her
journey. “Both my parents are
mechanical engineers, but my
mom, Noémia Francisco Xerin-
da, is only the fourth woman in
my country with this degree. I
feel a lot of pride and inspira-
tion from my mom,” she said.

School teachers drove her
interest in science

Ini Adinya, a Nigerian lectur-
er and postdoctoral researcher
at the University of Ibadan,
Nigeria, said her research cuts
across mathematics, finance
and computing.

She said she ventured into
the sciences mid-way in high
school years and her physics
and mathematics teachers re-
inforced her interest through
their teaching methods and
passion for science.

But, she said, she has
faced discrimination.

“One of the biggest challeng-
es I faced in pursuing a career
in science is discrimination
[because I am a woman]. There
are times when reactions from
male counterparts seem to say:
‘What are you doing here?’ It
has taken resilience and hard
work to survive this, but it has
been very rewarding,” said
Adinya.

About her current research,
she said: “I am currently in-
vestigating financial models
with discontinuities in the
real options framework for
the valuation of investments.
[It involves] determining the
dynamics for the stochastic
variables and appropriate nu-
merical or analytical tools for
solving models.”

Zambians encouraged to
venture into agriculture
to improve food security

LUSAKA

MAXWELL Zulu, a 60-year-
old resident of Lusaka, Zam-
bia’s capital, is a happy man
after successfully planting his
maize and groundnuts at his
farm in Nyimba District in the
eastern part of the country.

Zulu, who had stopped
farming following a sharp rise
in the price of fertilizer and
the low price at which the gov-
ernment was buying maize,
decided to start farming again
after the price of fertilizer
dropped and the government
made a good offer to purchase
maize.

“Farming is the way to go
now,” Zulu said, expressing his
belief that if the rainy season
does not disappoint, he will
have a good harvest, which
will go a long way in improv-
ing his standard of living.

Zulu is among the small-
holder farmers in Zambia
who have heeded President
Hakainde Hichilema’s call for
people to venture into agricul-
ture to improve food security
and take advantage of not only

the government’s good poli-
cies but also the huge market
in the southern African nation.

Several people have since
posted photos on various so-
cial media platforms of their
farms planting different crops.

Elisha Matambo, Copperbelt
Province minister, who post-
ed a picture of himself in his
maize field, encouraged peo-
ple in the province to look for
land and venture into farming
in line with government policy
and the president’s vision.

“They will never be disap-
pointed. We have been farm-
ing for more than 15 years, and
we have seen the benefits of
farming,” he said in a post on
his Facebook page.

According to him, Zambia
is blessed with good rains,
soils, and weather; venturing
into agriculture will be a game
changer for many families.

Recently, the Zambian presi-
dent encouraged citizens, es-
pecially women and young
people, to venture into agri-
culture as it has become a “lu-
crative business.”

“We are extremely happy to

note that several of you, our
citizens, have this farming sea-
son ventured into maize pro-
duction. As the government,
we are extremely impressed
because there is no other way
out of the food crisis apart
from more production,” Hi-
chilema said in a post on his
Facebook page.

While acknowledging the
challenges in the agricultural
sector, such as climate change
issues, the Zambian president
was optimistic that nothing
would stop the country from
realizing its dream of becom-
ing a “food basket,” not only
in the southern African region
but in Africa as a whole.

Apart from crop farming,
Hichilema is also encourag-
ing citizens to venture into
beef production, saying that it
is one of the most rewarding
farming enterprises in agricul-
ture, and that the government
will continue to implement
measures to grow the agricul-
tural sector.

In addition to the Farmer
Input Support Program (FISP),
a government initiative that

Chileshe Muchindika-Ngwane, a Lusaka resident who now is a full-time farmer involved in livestock production and processing
as well vegetable and maize cultivation, poses for a picture at her vegetable plantation in Lusaka, Zambia.

provides subsidized inputs for
smallholder farmers, the gov-
ernment last year introduced
a credit scheme for people in-
tending to venture into farm-
ing.

Reuben Mtolo Phiri, min-

ister of agriculture, said the
Sustainable Agriculture Fi-
nancing Facilities (SAFF) is
a market-based initiative for
tailor-made financing to the
agricultural sector, especially
for small- and medium-scale

farmers with limited access to
affordable financing.

In a ministerial statement
in parliament recently, the
minister said the credit win-
dow aims to provide seasonal
loans and financial services

for maize, soybean, and wheat
production.

The government, he said, is
determined to promote the
agricultural sector by putting
in place policies to enhance
productivity.
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Case by South Africa against
Israel at ICJ - brief explainer

By Thamsanqa Malusi

N February 2022, Amnesty
International released a 280-
page report titled, “Israel’s
apartheid against Palestin-
ians: Cruel system of domination
and crime against humanity”. The
report found that “since its estab-
lishment in 1948, Israel has pursued
an explicit policy of establishing and
maintaining a Jewish demographic
hegemony and maximising its con-
trol over land to benefit Jewish Is-
raelis, while minimising the number
of Palestinians and restricting their
rights and obstructing their ability
to challenge this dispossession.
Similarly, in a report to the UN
General Assembly dated 25 October
2023 on the Israeli settlement activi-
ties in the Occupied Palestinian Ter-
ritories, the UN Secretary-General
found that “over 56 years of Israeli
military occupation of the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory - the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem, and
Gaza - and continued expansion of
settlements over Palestinian land
severely affect a wide range of rights
of the Palestinian people, including
the right to self-determination.”
Against this backdrop, on 7 Octo-
ber 2023, the world watched in hor-
ror as the military wing of Hamas, a
Palestinian Islamist movement list-
ed as a terrorist organisation by the
United Nations, launched an indis-
criminate surprise attack on Israel,
which saw about 1,200 Israelis and
foreign nationals killed.
Since this attack, the Israeli gov-

ernment declared war against Ha-
mas and launched a military assault
in Gaza which, according to the Pal-
estinian Health Ministry, has seen
more than 21,110 Palestinians killed
to date - 70 percent of whom are
believed to be women and children.

Following these attacks in the
Gaza Strip, on 29 December 2023,
South Africa filed an application
before the International Court of
Justice (IC)) instituting proceedings
against the state of Israel.

In the application, South Africa
alleges Israel has committed acts
of genocide against the people of
Palestine in violation of its obliga-
tions under the Convention on the
Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide (Genocide Con-
vention).

South Africa’s application to the
ICJ has been widely celebrated here
at home and abroad. However, and
as with most legal developments,
very few people have a decent grasp
of what the application entails or
the process to unfold pursuant to its
filing.

The legal intricacies

Considering the wide public in-
terest this matter has garnered, I
thought it apt to attempt to provide
some clarity on some of the legal in-
tricacies.

The ICJ, headquartered in The
Hague, is the principal judicial or-
gan of the United Nations and is
established in terms of Article 92 of
the UN Charter, read with the Stat-
ute of the ICJ. Only sovereign state

actors can be parties in cases before
the ICJ.

The UN Charter provides that
all member states of the UN are
deemed to be parties to the Stat-
ute of the ICJ, meaning that all UN
member states can bring a dispute
before the IC] for alleged violations
of international law. Both South Af-
rica and Israel are members of the
United Nations and therefore par-
ties to the Statute of the ICJ.

In the application before the ICJ,
South Africa argues that since the
events of 7 October 2023: “Israel, its
officials and/or agents, have acted
with the intent to destroy Palestin-
ians in Gaza, part of a protected
group under the Genocide Conven-
tion”.

In particular, South Africa claims,
among other things, that Israel has
engaged in and failed to prevent the
killing of Palestinians in Gaza; has
caused the forced evacuation and
displacement of around 85% of the
Palestinians in Gaza; has destroyed
Palestinian life in Gaza; imposed
measures intended to prevent Pal-
estinian birth in Gaza.

These acts and omissions by Is-
rael, South Africa argues, are geno-
cidal in nature and therefore violate
the Genocide Convention.

Notwithstanding these charges
against Israel, South Africa submits
as part of its application that it “un
equivocally condemns all violations
of international law by all parties,
including the direct targeting of Is-
raeli civilians and other nationals
and hostage-taking by Hamas and

other Palestinian armed groups.”

Treaties and Conventions under
international law, which are for all
intents and purposes agreements
between state actors, are only bind-
ing upon the state parties who are
signatories to them. Both South Af-
rica and Israel are party to the Gen-
ocide Convention and, as such, both
are bound by it.

The ICJ, in terms of Article 9 of the
Genocide Convention, has jurisdic-
tion over any dispute concerning
the convention. The IC] therefore
has jurisdiction to hear South Afri-
ca’s application that Israel has com-
mitted acts of genocide in Gaza.

It is for this reason that the Israeli
government has publicly indicated
that it will defend itself at the IC]
against South Africa’s charge of gen-
ocide.

The relief sought by South Africa
in its application is a declarator to
the effect that Israel has committed
acts of genocide in Gaza and for the
ICJ to instruct Israel to cease com-
mitting these acts of genocide.

South Africa further seeks an or-
der for Israel to perform the obliga-
tions of reparations in the interest
of Palestinian victims, together with
an assurance from Israel of non-rep-
etition of violation of the Genocide
Convention. This is the main appli-
cation.

Pending the ICJ’s determination of
the main application, South Africa
has also urgently sought provisional
measures in terms of Article 41 of
the Statute of the ICJ to protect the
Palestinians’ rights invoked in the

main application from imminent
and irreparable loss.

The provisional measures sought
by South Africa include an order by
the ICJ that “Israel shall immediately
suspend its military operations in
and against Gaza” and “ensure Isra-
el’'s compliance with its obligations
under the Genocide Convention not
to engage in genocide, and to pre-
vent and to punish genocide”.

The provisional measures ap-
plication will be heard before and
separately from the main applica-
tion. The application is set down for
oral argument on 11 and 12 January
at The Hague.

To my understanding, no hearing
date has been set as of yet for the
main application.

ICJ hearings are public unless the
court decides otherwise or one of
the parties demand the hearing to
be private. There is no indication
that this hearing will not be public.

Judgment

Following oral arguments, the ICJ
judges will deliberate in private and
provide a judgment when ready.
Judgments of the ICJ are final and
are without appeal. If previous prac-
tice is any indication, the ICJ should
deliver judgment on the provisional
measures application in a week or
so after the hearing.

Article 94 of the UN Charter pro-
vides that each member state “un-
dertakes to comply with the deci-
sion of the International Court of
Justice in any case to which it is a

party”.

This means both South Africa and
Israel are bound by whatever deci-
sion the ICJ makes in respect of the
application.

In the past, some state actors who
had adverse findings made against
them by the ICJ, simply ignored the
ICJ’s binding orders.

For example, on 26 February
2022, Ukraine filed an application
in the IC] against Russia for viola-
tion of the Genocide Convention for
its invasion of Ukraine, which also
included a request for provisional
measures.

On 16 March 2022, the IC] made a
finding on the provisional measures
sought by Ukraine and ordered Rus-
sia “to immediately suspend the mil-
itary operations that it commenced
on 24 February 2020 in the territory
of Ukraine”. Russia has ignored this
order.

Article 94 further provides meas-
ures in the event that state actors
ignore the ICJ’s orders in that the ag-
grieved party may approach the UN
Security Council for recourse, which
may “make recommendations or de-
cide upon measures to be taken to
give effect to the judgment.”

Veto powers

The permanent member states
of the UN Security Council — China,
France, Russia, the United Kingdom
and the United States — have veto
powers.

This means should the IC] find
against Israel and Israel fails to per-
form its obligations provided in the
ICJ order, any recourse by South Af-
rica to the Security Council in terms
of Article 94 would have to be sup-
ported by at least all the permanent
member states. However, there is a
long history of vetoes by the United
States of UN Security Council draft
resolutions to protect Israel.

On 26 October 2023, Al Jazeera
reported that since 1945, a total of
36 UN Security Council draft resolu-
tions have been vetoed by the five
permanent member states relating
to Israel-Palestine, of which 34 were
vetoed by the United States.

The most recent of these United
States’ vetoes came on 18 October
2023, where it blocked a UN Security
Council draft resolution calling for a
pause in the current Israel-Palestine
violence to allow for humanitarian
assistance in Gaza.

Whether the IC] will find in fa-
vour of South Africa - and if it does,
whether Israel will comply with the
order of the ICJ in honour of its in-
ternational law obligations, or its
compliance would have to be forced
by the UN Security Council (the
United States willing) - remains to
be seen.

Regardless of how the case even-
tually pans out, using social media
as the metric for measurement, the
South African government’s deci-
sion to institute these proceedings
seems to enjoy wide public support.

Unsurprisingly, the Israeli govern-
ment, through its spokesperson Ey-
lon Levy, has labelled South Africa’s
application as “blood libel” and ac-
cused the country of having “made
itself criminally complicit with Ha-
mas’ campaign of genocide”.

The statement goes on to say that
“history will judge South Africa for
abetting the modern heirs of the Na-
7is.”
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State targets more online
content for the takedown

NAIROBI

THE Kenya governments re-
quests to Google to take down con-
tent posted by citizens on their var-
ious platforms increased more than
10 times in the six months to June
2023, signalling growing internet
misuse and an increased surveil-
lance by the State.

Data from the tech giant’s trans-
parency report shows the govern-
ment requested the company to
remove 58 items between January
and June last year, up from the five
requests in the six months to De-
cember 2022, and 6 in the first of
the same year.

“This could mean there’s more
monitoring of the web by the gov-
ernment itself, or that there has
been an increase in the amount of
offending content or items that vio-
late certain aspects of the law on
the internet,” observed Odanga Ma-
dung, a senior researcher at digital
rights advocacy organisation Moz-
illa.

Globally, such requests by gov-
ernments hit a record high during
the same period, with over 60,000
complaints lodged, asking for the
removal of some 551,280 items, up
from 350,000 the previous period.
Russia sent the most requests, fol-
lowed by South Korea.

According to Madung, the surge
could be attributed to a number of
seismic events around the globe,
including Russia’s war in Ukraine,
elections in several countries in-
cluding the US mid-terms and Ken-
ya, inflation, and skyrocketing cost
of living.

“One thing we know is that typi-
cally, when there are significant
events around the world, platforms
tend to be under a lot of scrutiny,”
he said.

Google is the most popular
search engine in Kenya, used for
98 percent of internet searches in
the country, according to data from
Irish web traffic analysis firm Stat-
Counter.

Majority of Kenya’s requests were
for Google to remove items from ap-
pearing in Google searches, while
others were to have items removed
from YouTube and the company’s
blogging platform Blogger.

According to the report, over sev-
enty percent of the requests were
initiated by the Judiciary, mostly
through court orders directed at
Google, and some court orders di-
rected at third parties.

Other requests were made by un-
named government officials, the
Executive, the Communications Au-
thority of Kenya, the Competition
Authority of Kenya, the police and
other minor actors.

Most of the requests were attrib-
uted to the content being defama-
tory or impersonating a duly reg-
istered entity. Others were due to
copyright infringement and inva-
sion of other people’s privacy.

Elsewhere around the globe, the
top reasons for the removal re-
quests were national security con-
cerns, copyright infringement, and
personal privacy and security con-
cerns.

But despite the surge in content
removal requests, Google did not
take any action on over 80 percent
of the requests, with only three of
the 58 items flagged being success-
fully removed.

In the region, Kenya remained
the leading government in sending
such requests. Tanzania requested
the removal of 25 items, South Su-
dan (6 , Uganda (5), Somalia (1)
while the other countries did not
make any requests.

100 customers win 10m/- in
9th draw of NMB campaign

The building
where the
headquarters
of NMB bank
is located

By Guardian Reporter

HE NMB-Mastabata
campaign, aiming
to encourage non-
cash transactions,
continues to be a resound-
ing success. On Thursday,
January 4, the ninth draw was
conducted, producing 100
winners who each received
10m/-(equivalent to 100,000/-
each).
The 100 winners in this
draw bring the total number
of weekly prize recipients to

900 out of the expected 1,200
over a period of three months
since the launch of the cam-
paign on October 27 last year.

In addition to the 1,200
weekly winners, the ‘NMB
MastaBata Halipoi’ campaign,
which offers various prizes
worth 350m/-, also awards
30 end-of-month winners
(15 winners each receiving
500,000/-), and 240 instant
winners who receive 50,000/-
each.

Speaking during the draw,
which was supervised by an

inspector from the Gaming
Board of Tanzania (GBT), Ra-
suli Masudi, the NMB Bank’s
Magomeni Branch Manager,
Mary Marungi, highlighted
that the instant winners are
those who are found making
purchases using their NMB
cards.

“We also award 10 winners
and their partners the op-
portunity to attend the NMB
Full Moon Party at Kendwa
Rocks Hotel, Zanzibar—a fully
sponsored trip, including a
personal spending allowance

of 200,000/- each,” stated
Marungi during the draw,
which also included givea-
ways for customers being
served at the branch.

Marungi further empha-
sized that the aim of the NMB
MastaBata Halipoi campaign
is to align the community with
the pace of technology, with a
focus on making purchases
and payments using NMB
MasterCard, mobile payments
(QR Code), Point of Sale (PoS)
terminals, online payments,
as well as transactions at pet-
rol stations, supermarkets,
and various retailers.

Masudi from GBT com-
mended NMB for maintain-
ing a positive culture of re-
warding customers since the
launch of the campaign in
2018, emphasizing that cus-
tomers of the bank should
engage in card transactions to
ensure their chances of win-
ning cash prizes and tourist
trips within and outside the
country.

“We at GBT congratulate
NMB for what they have been
doing for five seasons now,
showing how much, they val-
ue their customers by reward-
ing them for their savings and
transactions. Our role is to
oversee and assure everyone
that these draws are con-
ducted in accordance with
the set terms and conditions,
without any deceit,” Masudi
affirmed.

The ninth draw, which also
saw the presence of NMB
Card Unit Manager, Sophia
Mwamwitwa, and NMB Card
Services Manager, Ednama-
mu Mshubi, took place just a
week after 15 customers each
won 500,000/- in the end-of-
month draw on December 29
in Arusha.

MultiChoice enters online casino market

SuperSportBet
reflects our
commitment

to evolve into

a platform-
based business
driven by
innovation,
delivering
unparalleled
entertainment
experiences.

CAPE TOWN

THE MultiChoice Group,
a pan-African video enter-
tainment provider, is ex-
panding into online casino
betting through a partner-
ship with Nigeria-based
KingMakers, a sports bet-
ting and digital entertain-
ment company.
MultiChoice and King-
Makers have launched Su-
perSportBet, a sports and
casino betting platform
developed in collaboration
with SuperSport.
KingMakers was former-
ly known as BetKing, but it
recently changed its name.
MultiChoice first invest-
ed R1.3 billion in BetKing

(KingMakers) for a 20%
share in 2020, as the pay-
TV firm extended its enter-
tainment ecosystem.

MultiChoice later in-
creased its interest in
the online sports betting
startup to 49%, a move the
pay-TV giant claimed is in
keeping with its plan to
extend its entertainment
ecosystem.

The new arrangement
was announced today
by MultiChoice, which is
growing its entertainment
ecosystem in order to cre-
ate new drivers of future
value.

“SuperSportBet reflects
our commitment to evolve
into a platform-based busi-

ness driven by innovation,
delivering unparalleled en-
tertainment experiences,”
said Calvo Mawela, CEO of
MultiChoice Group. “Su-
perSportBet, we believe, is
the ideal platform for fans
to enhance their sporting
experiences.”
“SuperSportBet is more
than just a platform; it’s
designed to offer enter-
taining, engaging, and
responsible betting expe-
riences,” Mawela said, al-
luding to the site’s sophis-
ticated technologies. “We
want our users to interact
wisely and ethically.”
“Sports betting is quick-
ly growing to be a game-
changer in the country

and on the continent,” said
Barrie Swart, GM of Super-
SportBet. “SuperSportBet
will stand out in a tough
and saturated business
because to its unique fea-
tures and relationship with
a rich brand like Super-
Sport.”

“SuperSportBet  places
responsible gambling at its
core, offering robust tools
for gambling control,” ac-
cording to the company.
“The platform is dedicated
to creating a safe betting
environment for all by in-
tegrating features such as
Reality Check, Loss Limit,
Timeout, self-exclusion,
and account closure alter-
natives.

By Correspondent James Kan-
doya

CONSTRUCTION materials
manufacturer M.M Integrated
Steel Mills (MI) has condemned
the ongoing electricity ra-
tioning that has caused a decline
in the company’s production ca-
pacity by 40 percent.

The company’s director Ratisy
Kamania, raised the concerns
in Dar es Salaam at the week-
end during the welcoming of
the Minister for Industry and
Trade Dr Ashatu Kijaji who
paid a visit at the industry’s of-
fices.

According to him, electricity
rationing has led to an increase
in prices of some products such
as steel and iron sheets.

He said initially an iron
sheet dozen was sold between
390,000 - 400,000/- but it has

increased to between 430,000/-
and 450,000 /- per bundle due to
increment in cost of production.

Kamania said that the electric-
ity ration between October and
December alone led to a drop in
production by 40 percent.

According to him, there was a
15,000 tonnes drop in produc-
tion of steel and iron sheets.

“Our factories need 10 mega-
watts per day therefore, it is very
difficult to get all megawatts
from generators or even if you
get at higher cost,” he said.

In her response, Dr Kijaji said
the operation of Mwalimu Nyere-
re Hydro Power Project slated to
start next month will end elec-
tricity rationing.

According to her, the govern-
ment is now working hard to
ensure there are conducive en-
vironment conditions including
reliable electricity.

Manufacturer condemns
frequent power rationing

The ministry boss said the aim
of her tour was also to inspire
and motivate the investors to
produce more in the year 2024.

“The year 2024 is the year of
action, we want them to produce
more products to penetrate the
East market and beyond”, she
said.

“We assure our customers in
the region and beyond that our
products meet international
standards (ISO), therefore, they
must get used to  them to test
the quality,” she added.

She however admitted the chal-
lenge of electricity ration and
assured them that the problem
will end next month

Dr Kijaji said that Tanzania as-
sures the global that its products
relating to construction meet in-
ternational standards and there-
fore, it was a time to start using
them in construction,” she said.
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Danger of cheap goods invading
Indian markets, says Jaishankar

NEW DELHI

NDIA’S External Affairs minis-

ter, Jaishankar has called for

greater use of locally manu-

factured products by Indian
consumers at a time when cheap
and highly subsidized imported
items are “invading” Indian mar-
kets.

India is trying to curb cheap qual-
ity imports from countries such as
China with the use of several policy
measures including quality con-
trol orders (QCOs). This comes as
China continues to be India’s top
import source with imports regis-
tering a 4 per cent jump to a record
$98.51 billion in FY23. While India
is dependent on imports of sever-
al items, most importantly, Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs),
trade with China lacks transpar-
ency. China’s exports to India have
risen consistently but India’s export
to China faces multiple non-tariff
barriers resulting in a sharp decline
over the years.

“To me, particularly because
there is a danger of cheap goods
or subsidized goods invading our
markets, we have to instill pride in
the producer but also pride in the
consumer. We must consciously
say that we should make in India
and buy in India and buy what is
made in India,” Jaishankar said at
the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat Utsav cel-
ebration’ organised at Bharat Man-
dapam.

On the importance of One Dis-
trict-One Product (ODOP), which
aims to select, brand, and promote

External Affairs minister S Jaishankar

at least one product from each dis-
trict, the minister said, “ODOP is
part of our personality. This is very

important because in the era of and personality”.
globalisation, various societies and

“The ideais not to close our doors
cultures begin to lose their identity or that imports are bad. We are not

Rand reverses to losses as dollar sags despite
stronger than expected US nonfarm payrolls

PRETORIA

The rand reversed its losses on
Friday afternoon as the dollar
sagged despite a stronger-than-
expected US nonfarm payrolls
report.

The local currency firmed as
much as 0.5 percent to R18.60/$,
after weakening as much as 1.4%
before the release of the closely
watched US jobs report, suggest-
ing that investors still think the
Federal Reserve will start cutting
interest rates in 2024.

The world’s largest economy
created 216,000 jobs in Decem-
ber versus market expectation
0f 170,000. However, the jobs fig-
ures were downwardly revised
for November and October re-
spectively by some 70,000.

The rand is a proxy of inves-
tor sentiment towards emerging
markets, which tend to benefit
during bouts of global risk ap-
petite.

At 6.35pm the rand was 0.16
percent higher at R18.6672/$,
little changed at R20.4685/€ and
0.4 percent softer at R23.7827/£.
The euro was 0.16 percent firmer
at $1.0965.

The JSE reversed most of its
losses, with all-share index rela-

tively flat at 74,488.20 points,
after starting the new year on a
sour note.

The sector performances were
patchy on Friday, having recov-
ered significantly from earlier
losses.

Retailers were some of the
notable performers on the day,
with Shoprite gaining 2 percent
to R271.41 and Pepkor picking up
3.19 percent to R19.09.

Platinum group metals shares
also featured prominently on the
winners’ board, as did the con-
struction counters, though the
latter sector hardly moves the
dial on the overall market.

Impala Platinum was up 4.6
percent to R83.89 and Anglo
American Platinum gained 2.2
percent to R877.23.

“The first US jobs report of
the year was an early reminder
to investors that things don’t al-
ways go their way, despite the
experience of the last couple of
months,” said Craig Erlam, sen-
ior market analyst at Oanda in a
note.

“Whether it was just exuberant
festive cheer or something more,
investors bounced into the end
of 2023 full of hope that not only
is the tightening cycle behind

us, but 2024 will be the year of
the soft landing and more rate
cuts than you can count on one
hand.”

The market’s indifference to
the nonfarm payrolls report was
also reflected in commodity mar-
kets where platinum rose just
over 1 percent to $964.850z.

Brent crude rallied 1.23 per-
cent to $78.60 per barrel by 6pm.

Europe’s major stock markets
also pared losses by late after-
noon on Friday, with the UK’s
FTSE 100 slipping 0.28 percent
and France’s CAC 40 losing just
0.25 percent.

Earlier in the week, global mar-
kets wobbled after the release of
the minutes of the Fed’s most re-
cent meeting, which were inter-
preted as being hawkish — mean-
ing in favour of continued tighter
monetary policy.

“Today has, along with the
[Fed] minutes on Wednesday,
brought an early setback. But
I don’t think either ultimately
changes anything as far as the
rest of the year is concerned. The
US labour market is still slowing
gradually and while wages were
a little stronger, the broader
trend remains very promising,”
Erlam said.

Today has,

along with the
[Fed] minutes

on Wednesday,
brought an early
setback. But |
don’t think either
ultimately changes
anything as far as
the rest of the year
is concerned. The
US labour market
is still slowing
gradually an

while wages were
a little stronger,
the broader trend
remains very
promising.

anti-import. Atmanirbhar Bharat
also means we will also increase
our exports and for that if we need

to import, we will not stop those.
We will leave India’s impression on
the cost, competition, and quality
front,” Goyal said. In 2023, India’s
goods imports far outstripped
the exports. Moreover, exports
declined amid slowing global de-
mand in the backdrop of demand
slowdown in the west and in China,
the Global Trade Research Initia-
tive (GTRI) said.

“Interestingly, this decrease in
exports occurred despite a consid-
erable depreciation in the Indian
Rupee (INR) against the US Dollar
(USD). Over the span of one year,
the average INR/USD exchange
rate had depreciated from 77.5 in
June 2022 to 82.1 in June 2023. Nor-
mally, a weaker domestic currency
can boost exports by making a
country’s products more competi-
tive in the global market. However,
in India’s case, the depreciation of
the INR did not translate into in-
creased export volumes,” the think
tank said.

Notably, India’s efforts to push
for local production and cut reli-
ance on Chinese items has shown
results in the electronic manufac-
turing sector.

The imports of finished electron-
ic products like computers, lap-
tops, and other hardware showed
a decline, dropping from $15.4 bil-
lion to $13.8 billion, a decrease of
10.3 per cent. Imports of electronic
instruments also reduced slightly
from $10.4 billion to $10.1 billion, a
2.3 per cent decline.

These trends indicate the early
successes of India’s Production-
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme,
which aims to boost domestic
manufacturing and reduce de-
pendency on imported electron-
ics. The decrease in imports of fin-
ished products and instruments,
alongside the growth in exports,
especially in smartphones, sug-
gests a strengthening of India’s
electronics manufacturing capa-
bilities, GTRI said.

Morocco emerges as cathode
production hub worth $700m

RABAT

Morocco is poised to solidify its po-
sition as a global cathode producer,
with a wave of investments exceeding
$700 million by Chinese companies,
reports Benchmark Intelligence.

The investments place Morocco’s
anticipated production capacity at
approximately a quarter of Europe’s
projected needs, the report said, not-
ing that projects include a staggering
$490 million investment by China’s
BTR in a facility announced in Decem-
ber 2023.

Located in Tangier Technopark
City within Tangier Province, the new
plant is set to produce a staggering
50,000 tons of cathode for lithium-
ion batteries annually. BTR, a supplier
for tech giant Tesla, operates as a sub-
sidiary under China Bao’an Group.

The surge in Morocco’s cathode
production capacity is thanks to the
rise in investments in 2023, driven by
a significant influx of Chinese invest-
ments from companies like Huayou
Cobalt, CNGR, and Tinci.

In December 2023, the North Af-
rican country recently signed a pro-
tocol of agreement with Guchen Hi-
Tech, a Sino-European conglomerate
in electric mobility, with investments
estimated at a substantial MAD 65 bil-
lion dirhams ( $6.4 billion).

The report explains that foreign in-
vestors are drawn to Morocco for rea-
sons, including the nation’s free trade
connections with the United States
and Europe.

The country’s location and its trade
deals with the EU and US make it an
ideal destination for Chinese inves-
tors looking to tap the two markets.

In addition, Morocco holds vast re-
serves of natural resources critical to
the cathode industry, particularly its
vast phosphate reserves. Phosphate,
a crucial component in manufactur-
ing lithium iron phosphate (LFP)
cathodes, plays a pivotal role in this
emerging industrial landscape.

The country currently holds phos-
phate reserves of up to 50 billion
tons, accounting for a staggering 71%
of the global total.

On another development BTR New
Material Group, a key player in the
global electric vehicle battery com-
ponents sector, announced this week
a game-changing investment of $500
million to establish an avant-garde

cathode manufacturing plant in Mo-
rocco.

This strategic venture, boasting an
annual production capacity of 50,000
tons of cathodes, signals a crucial leap
forward in meeting the soaring global
demand for lithium-ion batteries.

A subsidiary of China Baoan Group
and a trusted supplier for Tesla, BTR
New Material Group is set to lead the
investment and construction efforts.
Operational responsibilities will be
managed by a Moroccan entity estab-
lished by Bnuo International Holding,
another subsidiary of BTR.

This move aligns with a broader
trend observed among Chinese bat-
tery manufacturers, responding dy-
namically to fierce domestic com-
petition by expanding strategically
overseas.

Morocco, emerging as a hub for
electric vehicle battery production,
experiences heightened interest from
Chinese industrial giants.

The North African nation recently
signed a protocol of agreement with
Guchen Hi-Tech, a Sino-European
conglomerate in electric mobility,
with investments estimated at a sub-
stantial 65 billion Moroccan dirhams
(approximately $6.4 billion).

Beyond BTR, other industry lead-
ers such as CNGR Advanced Material
Company and Guangzhou Tinci Mate-
rials Technology have committed sub-
stantial funds to projects in Morocco.

CNGR, in collaboration with Al
Mada investment fund, prepares to
construct an extensive industrial
complex in Jorf Lasfar, with an esti-
mated cost of around 20 billion dir-
hams.

Simultaneously, Guangzhou Tinci
Materials Technology, a major pro-
ducer of electrolytes for lithium bat-
teries, recently announced a $2.8 bil-
lion investment in its Moroccan plant,
targeting both the local market and
the broader European electric vehicle
market.

Gotion High-Tech, a heavyweight
from China, makes strides in building
a factory in Bouknadel, Rabat-Salé-
Kénitra region, with an annual pro-
duction capacity of approximately
100 gigawatt-hours of electric vehicle
batteries by 2030.

A collaboration with Swiss-Swedish
multinational ABB underscores their
commitment to advancing gigafac-
tory technologies.
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Freight rates have doubled with
Red Sea disruptions, says India

MUMBAI

REIGHT rates to Europe

— India’s second largest

export destination — via

the Red Sea region have
almost doubled due to rising at-
tacks along the crucial shipping
route, a senior government offi-
cial told The Indian Express.

This comes after global ship-
ping giant Maersk on Friday de-
cided to extend its diversion of
vessels from the Red Sea for the
“foreseeable” future, sparking
fears of a sharp rise in freight and
insurance cost for Indian prod-
ucts.

“Multiple things are getting
mixed here. Normally, the freight
rates range from $500 to $600
through this route to Europe. But
the peak season which is between
January to March goes up to
$1,500. Exporters have informed
that this rate has gone to $2,000.
Over and above there (war risk)
surcharges being added which is
taking the freight rates to nearly
$3,000,” the official said.

The local autlet had earlier re-
ported that exports of low- value
products such as textile and ag-
riculture could get hit as export-
ers are holding back the consign-
ments due to rising freight cost.
This comes at a time when Indian
textile exports have been on the
decline due to weak demand in
the West.

Meanwhile, the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI) said
that New Delhi must prepare for
long term shipping disruptions at
the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait.

“India’s approach should in-
clude looking for alternative
trade routes that bypass the Bab-
el-Mandeb strait, negotiating con-
tracts for oil and liquified natural
gas with alternate suppliers, offer-
ing humanitarian aid to Yemen,
negotiating freight with interna-
tional shipping companies, and
paying part of increased insur-
ance expenses,” GTRI said.

India, heavily reliant on the
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait for crude
oil and LNG imports and trade
with key regions, faces substantial
economic and security risks from
any disruption in this area, the
think tank said, stating that ap-
proximately 65 per cent of India’s
crude oil imports in FY 2022-23,
valued at $105 billion, from coun-
tries like Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and
others, likely passed through the
Suez Canal.

“For overall merchandise trade
with Europe and North Africa,
about 50 per cent of imports and
60 per cent of exports, totaling
$113 billion, might have used this
route. The conflict has necessi-
tated India to consider alterna-
tive routes, such as going around
Arica via the Cape of Good Hope,
which could lead to increased
energy costs. India might look to

diversify its sources of crude oil
and LNG, and explore alternative
trade routes to reduce dependen-
cy on the conflict-prone Red Sea
passage,” the report said.

This conflict is leading to in-
creased shipping costs (40-60 per
cent) and delays due to rerout-
ing (upto 20 days more) , higher
insurance premiums(15-20 per
cent), and potential cargo loss
from piracy and attacks, it added.

Asia-to-North  Europe rates
more than doubled to above
$4,000 per 40-foot container this
week, with Asia-to-Mediterranean
prices climbing to $5,175, Reuters
reported citing Freightos, a book-
ing and payments platform for
international freight. Moreover,
some carriers have announced
rates above $6,000 per 40-foot
container for Mediterranean ship-
ments starting mid-January, and
surcharges of $500 to as much as
$2,700 per container could make
all-in prices even higher, Judah
Levine, Freightos’ head of re-
search, as per the Reuters report.

While rates have spiked, they
remain far below 2021's pandem-
ic-fueled record highs of $14,000
per 40-foot container for Asia to
North Europe and the Mediter-
ranean and $22,000 for Asia to
North America’s East Coast.

Freight rates to Europe — India’s
second largest export destina-
tion — via the Red Sea region have
almost doubled due to rising at-
tacks along the crucial shipping
route, a senior government offi-
cial told The Indian Express.

This comes after global shipping
giant Maersk on Friday decided
to extend its diversion of vessels
from the Red Sea for the “fore-
seeable” future, sparking fears of
a sharp rise in freight and insur-
ance cost for Indian products

“Multiple things are getting
mixed here. Normally, the freight
rates range from $500 to $600
through this route to Europe. But
the peak season which is between
January to March goes up to
$1,500. Exporters have informed
that this rate has gone to $2,000.
Over and above there (war risk)
surcharges being added which is
taking the freight rates to nearly
$3,000,” the official said.

“India’s approach should in-
clude looking for alternative
trade routes that bypass the Bab-
el-Mandeb strait, negotiating con-
tracts for oil and liquified natural
gas with alternate suppliers, offer-
ing humanitarian aid to Yemen,
negotiating freight with interna-
tional shipping companies, and
paying part of increased insur-
ance expenses,” GTRI said.

India, heavily reliant on the
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait for crude oil
and LNG imports and trade with
key regions, faces substantial eco-
nomic and security risks from any
disruption in this area, the think
tank said, stating that approxi-
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mately 65 per cent of India’s crude
oil imports in FY 2022-23, valued
at $105 billion, from countries like
Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and others, likely
passed through the Suez Canal.

“For overall merchandise trade
with Europe and North Africa, about
50 per cent of imports and 60 per
cent of exports, totaling $113 billion,
might have used this route. The con-
flict has necessitated India to consid-
er alternative routes, such as going
around Arica via the Cape of Good
Hope, which could lead to increased
energy costs. India might look to di-
versify its sources of crude oil and
LNG, and explore alternative trade
routes to reduce dependency on the
conflict-prone Red Sea passage,” the
report said.

This conflict is leading to increased
shipping costs (40-60 per cent) and
delays due to rerouting (upto 20
days more) , higher insurance pre-
miums(15-20 per cent), and potential
cargo loss from piracy and attacks, it
added.

Asia-to-North Europe rates more
than doubled to above $4,000 per
40-foot container this week, with
Asia-to-Mediterranean prices climb-
ing to $5,175, Reuters reported citing
Freightos, a booking and payments
platform for international freight.
Moreover, some carriers have an-
nounced rates above $6,000 per
40-foot container for Mediterranean
shipments starting mid-January, and
surcharges of $500 to as much as
$2,700 per container could make all-
in prices even higher, Judah Levine,
Freightos’ head of research, as per
the Reuters report.
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: S g 6:40 Kumekucha
13:00 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha 7:00 Habari
ni Nyumba rpt 8:00 Al jazeera
13:30  Kipindi Maalum rpt: ' J
Sema na Mahakama 09:00 Watoto Wetu _
13:55 Habari za saa 10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon
14:00  Kipindi Maalum rpt: rpt o
Sema na Mahakama 11:45 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt:
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt 12:45  Mjue zaidi
14:55 Habari za saa 13:30  Usafiri wako
15:00 Meza huru: 14:00 Tamasha la Michezo
16:30 Watoto Wetu 15:30 Mwangaza
17:00 The Base (DJ Show) 16:30 1TV Top 10 rpt
17:30  Kiislam 17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu 18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Topten 18:15 Mapishi
19:00  Shamba lulu 18:30 Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 19:30 lIgizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari 20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipima Joto 21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
23:00 Habari 21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe
23:30  The Base 21:25  Kipindi maalum: Mchezo
00:30 Al Jazeera Supa Jackpot
21:40 Mjue Zaidi
SATURDAY 13 Jan 22:20  Soap: Uzalo rpt
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 00:30 Al jazeera
6:00 HABARI
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Trump seeks ‘revenge’,
Biden says in January
6 anniversary speech

VALLEY FORGE, Pennsylvania/SIOUX
CENTER, lowa

US President Joe Biden on Friday ac-
cused Republican Donald Trump, his
likely 2024 election opponent, of insti-
gating the Jan 6 attacks and plotting re-
venge on those seeking to punish him,
as the president put the future of US
democracy at the center of his bid for
re-election.

“He told the crowd to fight like hell.
And all hell was unleashed,” Biden said
of the 2021 attack. “Then as usual he
left the dirty work to others. He retreat-
ed to the White House.”

Biden marked three years since the
Jan 6, 2021, attacks with his first major
campaign speech of the year, applying
the heat on Trump as he pushes against
questions about his handling of the US
economy and his age, 81. Trump is 77.

Whether Biden’s Friday speech will
make an impact 10 months before

Election Day - in a politically polarized
country where voters get news and in-
formation from wildly different sourc-
es - remains to be seen.

But it set the tone and laid out the
stakes of what is likely to be a bitter
battle. Biden characterized Trump and
his followers as dangerous outliers and
asked Democrats, independents and
“mainstream Republicans” who cher-
ish US democracy to back him.

“Democracy is on the ballot. Your
freedom is on the ballot,” he said.

Biden said Trump’s re-election bid is
based on trying to seek “revenge and
retribution” against his political en-
emies. He reminded Americans that
Trump has called his opponents “ver-
min,” the “same exact language used in
Nazi Germany.”

“How dare he? Who in God’s name
does he think he is?” said Biden, lower-
ing his voice to a whisper.

Trump, president from 2017 to 2021,

President Joe Biden speaks in Blue Bell, Pennsylvania, on

Friday AP
who is leading the field for the Republican nomination for
president, contested his defeat in the 2020 election, prompt-
ing thousands of his supporters to attack the US Capitol on
Jan 6, 2021. The failed bid to stop formal certification of the
result resulted in the deaths of five people and injured doz-
ens of police officers.

Biden also criticized Republicans for changing their tone
on Trump, saying that when the attacks of Jan 6 on the US
Capitol took place, “there was no doubt about the truth” and
that some Republican members of Congress and Fox News
commentators had publicly and privately condemned the
uprising.

“But now as time has gone on — politics, fear, money - have
all intervened. And those MAGA voices who know the truth
about Trump and January 6th have abandoned the truth and
abandoned our democracy,” Biden said.

Republicans challenging Trump in the 2024 nominating
contest have mostly steered clear of criticizing Trump’s ac-
tions on that day, as opinion polls show Republican voters
are less likely to blame Trump for his actions on Jan. 6 than
they were three years ago.

Before his speech at a community college in Blue Bell,
Pennsylvania, Biden took a tour of the Valley Forge site of
George Washington’s Revolutionary War-era winter head-
quarters in the bitterly cold months of late 1777 and early

1778.

In his speech, Biden contrasted
Trump’s bid to hang on to power to
the example set by Washington, who
stepped down willingly after two terms
as he first US president.

Biden returned again and again to
Jan 6, including a vivid description of
what transpired that day, including
protestors calling for the hanging of
then-Vice President Mike Pence. People
died because Trump’s lies “brought a
mob to Washington,” he said.

As president, Biden has warned
about the future of US democracy be-
fore, including on the first anniversary
of]Jan 6, and in a fiery Sept 2022 speech
where he called Trump and his Repub-
lican followers extremists who threat-
ened to take the country backward.

Trump hits back

On the same day, Trump used his
first visit to Iowa this year to attack Re-
publican competitor Nikki Haley and to
hit back against President Biden.

Speaking to a crowd of several hun-
dred supporters just 10 days before the
crucial Towa caucus - the first round of
the Republican nominating contest -
the former president presented a dark
portrait of the United States.

He called it a “failing” nation, beset
by “terrorists” and immigrants from
“mental asylums” pouring over the US-
Mexico border.

“Not one thing has gotten better un-
der crooked Joe Biden. Everything’s a
mess,” Trump said to several hundred
cheering supporters at the rally in the
state’s rural northwest.

Trump only briefly addressed the
events of Jan 6, repeating unfound-
ed claims that the 2020 contest was
marred by widespread voter fraud.

Agencies

China calls for stabilising ties with US

CHINA reaffirmed its commit-
ment to building a stable, healthy
and sustainable relationship with
the United States on Friday, with
its top diplomat calling on both
sides to assume the vision and
role befitting major countries to
give the world “rock-solid certain-
ty and positive energy”.

Addressing a reception com-
memorating the 45th anniversary
of China-US diplomatic relations,
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said bi-
lateral cooperation is “not some-
thing dispensable or optional”.
“It is something we must do, and
must do well,” he told diplomats,
business leaders and scholars at-
tending a ceremony held at the
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Bei-
jing.

The reception was held days
after Chinese President Xi Jinping
and US President Joe Biden ex-
changed congratulatory letters on
the 45th anniversary of diplomat-
ic relations, with both heads of
states pledging to keep advancing
the bilateral ties, building on the
progress made during their San
Francisco summit in November.

Speaking at the reception, Wang
underlined peace as the “most
fundamental bedrock of China-US
relations”. “The absence of con-
flict and confrontation between
the two major countries is in itself
the most important peace divi-
dend for humanity,” he said.

He also stressed that win-win
cooperation is the most essen-
tial feature of China-US interac-
tion. Trade between the world’s

two largest economies reached
about $760 billion in 2022, with
two-way investment exceeding
$260 billion. The number points
to the complementarity between
the two nations in economic
structure, connectivity in global
industrial and supply chains, and
shared interest in common devel-
opment, Wang said.

Wang elaborated on the need
for both nations to ensure peace-
ful coexistence with effective
management of disagreements as
the top priority. Disagreements
between the two nations should
not lead to confrontation, still less
willful sanctions, power politics,
hegemonism or zero-sum game,
he stressed.

“What is needed is a vision and
an unwavering commitment to
seeking common ground while
shelving differences and allowing
no disagreements or differences
to dominate or disrupt the bilater-
al relationship,” he said. Wang also
made an appeal for both nations
to “remove barriers to exchanges,
break false information cocoons,
forge closer links between the
two peoples, and generate more
positive energy for China-US rela-
tions”.

Shari Bistransky, deputy public
affairs officer of the US Embassy in
China, said on the sidelines of the
event that she is optimistic that
the US and China “are on track
to work well together in 2024, as
both nations are looking to take
advantage of the momentum cre-
ated by the summit in San Fran-

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi delivers a speech during a reception commemorating the 45th anniversary of China-US
diplomatic relations, in Beijing, capital of China, on Friday. XINHUA

cisco.

Meanwhile, China has already
started to implement the pledge
by Xi in San Francisco to invite
50,000 young US citizens to China
on exchange and study programs
in the next five years.

Boris Escalona Berbetty, a pro-
gram manager at the International
Studies Office of the University of
Virginia, said students from the
university are now setting the
stage for the exchange and study
programs.

“The reciprocal exchange be-
tween both nations is essential
not only to develop cultural un-
derstanding, but to create a solid
foundation for both nations to
work together and continue build-
ing on this existing relationship,”
he said.

“We hope that we can continue
bringing more students in the
years ahead so they can actually
take advantage and understand
more about Chinese culture.”

Yuan Zheng, deputy director of

the Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences’ Institute of American Stud-
ies, said it could require greater
efforts for Beijing and Washington
to stabilize ties in 2024, with the
US general elections expected to
deliver more disruptive factors.
“In this context, scaling up peo-
ple-to-people exchanges is even
more important to build up the
foundation and garner greater
public support for the stability of
China-US relations,” he said.
Xinhua

Democracy should continue in this country:
Sheikh Hasina as Bangladesh goes to polls

DHAKA

THE Bangladesh Prime Minister yesterday emphasised
the importance of democracy for the development of the
country as the Asian nation goes to the polls for the 2024
general elections today.

“Our country is sovereign and independent..We have a
big population. We have established people’s democratic
rights...I want to make sure that democracy should con-
tinue in this country and without democracy, you can’t
make any development. As we are a long-term demo-
cratic system from 2009 to 2023, that is why Bangladesh
made this much of an achievement,” she said.

Nearly 170 million people in Bangladesh will vote to
elect 299 lawmakers during the 12th national election on
Sunday amid a boycott by the main opposition Bangla-
desh Nationalist Party.

PM Hasina also underscored that her government cre-
ated an atmosphere where people were able to come out
and vote.

She stated, “My heartfelt thanks to the people of Bang-
ladesh. There were many obstacles but the people of our
country are very much aware of their voting rights and
the need for polls..We were able to create an atmosphere
where people were able to come out and vote.”

More than 42,000 polling stations are set for Sunday’s
elections, where a total of 119.6 million registered voters
are eligible to cast their votes, as reported by the coun-
try’s Election Commission.

Women make up almost half of the nearly 120 million
eligible voters, while first-time voters number about 15
million.

Al Jazeera reported that Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
is expected to win a fourth straight term in the absence of
the main opposition BNP which on Saturday began a 48-
hour nationwide strike against the “illegal government”
amidst violence and a crackdown on protesters.

The Supreme Court on December 27 provided clear-
ance for the Election Commission (EC) to proceed with
the general elections.

The Election Commission has made thorough arrange-
ments for the upcoming 12th national parliamentary
election on January 7 to ensure a peaceful process. As
many as 127 foreign observers will track the election pro-
cess to assess the election’s fairness.

International election expert teams from the European
Union are present in Dhaka, and foreign observers from
various countries, including a Commonwealth team, are
monitoring the elections. ANI

Dhaka, Jan 07 (ANI): Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
addresses the media after casting her vote for the General
Elections 2024, in Dhaka yesterday. ANI

Russian President has invitations to
visit dozens of countries in 2024

MOSCoOw

RUSSIAN President
Vladimir Putin may pay a
bunch of foreign visits in
2024 and the head of the
Russian state has invitations
from dozens of countries.

The Kremlin has not yet
announced future visits of
the Russian President. “I do not exclude but I am trying not to
plan anything so far,” Putin said earlier, referring to possible vis-
its to friendly nations.

Over past months, the Russian leader received invitations
to visit Brazil, Burundi, Vietnam, Iran, Iraq, North Korea, Cuba,
Mongolia, Thailand, Turkey, and other countries.

The geography of possible foreign visits of the Russian Presi-
dent is not limited by these countries because any trip can be
promptly agreed upon if needed.

The summit of the Group of Twenty (G20) will be held in Bra-
zil in November 2024. The Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) summit will be held in Peru this year. Russia is presid-
ing in BRICS this year and the summit of this association will be
held in Kazan. The CIS summit will also be held in Russia.

In 2023, Russian President visited Kyrgyzstan, China, Kazakh-
stan, Belarus, the UAE and Saudi Arabia.

China promotes standards for new industries for better development

In Baoding, north China’s Hebei prov-
ince, the congestion index in downtown
areas during rush hours has been re-
duced by 4.6 percent, with an 11.6 per-
cent increase in average traffic speed,
thanks to an intelligent upgrade of the
city’s traffic light system that allows real-
time adjustment of timing based on ac-
tual traffic flow.

When “smart cars” run on “smart
roads,” the collaboration between vehi-
cles and infrastructure can be best opti-
mized. To allow different types of vehi-
cles to run smoothly on various kinds of
roads, standardized development is the
key approach.

The central economic work confer-
ence recently held in Beijing pointed
out that China will develop a number
of strategic emerging industries such as
bio-manufacturing, commercial aero-
space, and low-altitude economy, and
open up new paths for future industries

such as quantum and life sciences.

A plan on the standardization of new
industries for the period between 2023
and 2035 was recently issued to set
standards and promote better develop-
ment of relevant sectors.

According to Lin Le, founder and CEO
of Shanghai Lingshu Technology, the
lack of a unified format requirement for
data collection from intelligent connect-
ed vehicles will impact the flow of data
within the automotive industry.

In the development of new industries
such as autonomous driving vehicles,
standardization plays a fundamental
and leading role.

New industries refer to emerging in-
dustries and future industries that have
grown and expanded through the ap-
plication of new technologies. These
industries are characterized by active
innovation, technological intensity, and
broad development prospects, and they

play a crucial role in the overall develop-
ment of the national economy and so-
cial progress, as well as the optimization
and upgrading of industrial structure.

“In recent years, China has consistent-
ly regarded standardization as a crucial
support and guarantee for promoting
high-quality development of industries.
Significant progress has been made in
the standardization of new-generation
information technology,” said Yang Jian-
jun, deputy director of the China Elec-
tronics Standardization Institute.

According to statistics from relevant
organizations, since the 13th Five-Year
Plan period (2016-2020), China has es-
tablished and improved a mandatory
national standard system for electronic
product safety, cybersecurity, and other
areas.

Over 1,000 national and industry
standards have been developed in key
areas such as integrated circuits, artifi-

cial intelligence, blockchain, the Inter-
net of Things, and industrial internet,
to meet the new demands for standard
supply capacity arising from industrial
technological innovation and develop-
ment.

Efforts have been made to establish
national standardization technology
organizations for integrated circuits, in-
dustrial software, and other fields to ad-
dress technical standard problems. Chi-
na has also taken the lead in developing
nearly 200 international standards,
continuously increasing its participa-
tion in and contribution to international
standardization.

The plan for the standardization of
new industries takes into account the
driving role of the overall and long-term
development in the economy and soci-
ety, while balancing the current status
and potential of industrial develop-
ment.

Emerging industries mainly focus on
eight areas, including new-generation
information technology, new energy,
new materials, high-end equipment,
new energy vehicles, environmental
protection, civil aviation, as well as ship-
building and marine engineering equip-
ment.

The focus of future industries in-
cludes metaverse, brain-computer
interface, quantum information, hu-
manoid robotics, generative artificial
intelligence, bio-manufacturing, future
displays, future networks, and new en-
ergy storage.

In a digital twin factory, built by Ba-
osteel Engineering in cooperation with
Baosteel, drawings, documents, models,
and engineering costs can be delivered
in digital forms simultaneously in differ-
ent workshops.

“The digital twin factory demon-
strates the advantages of digital delivery

standards. It implements data stand-
ards and governance from the source,
and thus ensures quality. This data-
driven business model allows data to
flow along the product, asset, and value
chains, resulting in benefits,” said Yuan
Lei, vice general manager of Baosteel
Engineering, adding that this project
has increased design efficiency by 60
percent and reduced construction pe-
riod by 21 percent.

Standardization can facilitate tech-
nological innovation in new industries,
promote the integration and develop-
ment of new industries, and improve
product quality and reliability. Com-
mon examples in daily life include rails,
power sockets, and internet protocols,
which have all achieved explosive
growth through standardization. Stand-
ardization will bring prosperity to new
industries.

People’s Daily
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China’s first domestically-made large cruise ship makes commercial maiden voyage

CHINAS first domestically-built
large cruise ship, the Adora Magic City,
bathed in the morning sunlight on the
first day of 2024, was docked at the
Shanghai Wusongkou International
Cruise Terminal, awaiting its commer-
cial maiden voyage.

Thanks to optimized customs and
border inspection procedures, it would
take less than 10 seconds for each pas-
senger on average for clearance. On the
cruise ship, nearly 1,300 crew members
and staff were in position to welcome
over 3,000 tourists who were about to
embrace the seven-day journey on the
route to Jeju in South Korea as well as
Fukuoka and Nagasaki in Japan.

When stepping into the cruise ter-
minal, Feng Yanxin and her family
beamed with excitement.

“In 2014, I took a luxury cruise in
Europe and learned that China didn’t
have its self-developed large cruise
ships,” said Feng.

“When I heard in 2019 that a domes-
tically-built large cruise ship was being
developed, I had a wish at that time
that my family would take its maiden
voyage,” she added.

Ever since, she has been following
the updates on the cruise ship, and she
booked tickets as soon as they became
available.

“Today, the first day of 2024, we feel
so fortunate and thrilled to witness and
be part of the maiden voyage of this
large cruise ship built by our Chinese
people,” Feng said.

The captain of the Adora Magic City
Niklas Peterstam, who comes from a
Swedish seafaring family, boasts rich
experience in cruise sailing. Accord-
ing to him, he barely hesitated before
accepting the offer to captain the ship.

After multiple test voyages, Peter-
stam has been fully confident in the

The ship is very stable with powerful
engines, he noted.

Third mate Ding Wenxuan previous-
ly worked on another cruise ship Piano
Land. “The Adora Magic City is more in-
telligent and modernized with flexible
performance and smooth sailing,” he
told People’s Daily.

“As a helmsman, I feel proud of Chi-
nese shipbuilders,” the young man
noted.

Large cruise ships are known as the
“pearls” atop the crown of the ship-
building industry, reflecting a nation’s
comprehensive technological and
manufacturing capabilities.

The Adora Magic City stretches 323.6
meters long and 37.2 meters wide, with
25 million parts - five times those of the
C919 jet and 13 times the Fuxing bullet
train. The cables on the ship extend a
total of 4,200 kilometers, equivalent
to the distance between Shanghai and
Lhasa, capital of southwest China’s Xi-
zang autonomous region.

According to Zhou Qi, chief builder
of large cruise ship projects at Shang-
hai Waigaogiao Shipbuilding Co., Ltd.,
China State Shipbuilding Corporation
(CSSC), from the official contract sign-
ing in November 2018 to the Adora
Magic City’s naming and delivery in
November 2023, the group overcame
countless difficulties and dedicated tre-
mendous efforts.

“It’s like a city floating at sea,” said
tourist Chen Yahua, who put down lug-
gage and excitedly wandered around
on the ship.

The Adora Magic City has 2,125 guest
rooms that can accommodate 5,246
passengers. Its 16-story living and en-
tertainment area spans a total of over
40,000 square meters, featuring the-
aters, themed restaurants, shopping
plazas, art galleries and water parks.

The Adora Magic City, China’s first domestically-made large cruise ship, departs from Shanghai Wusongkou International Cruise

Terminal for its first commercial voyage on Jan 1, 2024. (People’s Daily Online/Wang Chu)

Adora Cruises, a subsidiary of CSSC
Cruise Technology Development Co.,
Ltd. “The Chinese crew are excellent
and diligent. I hope China will train
its own cruise captains soon,” Peter-
stam said.

As the Adora Magic City started its
commercial maiden voyage, the sec-
ond domestically-developed large
cruise ship was being built by Shang-
hai Waigaoqiao Shipbuilding Co., Ltd.

“The second ship will cut construc-
tion time by 4 million man-hours than
the Adora Magic City with lower costs
and higher efficiency,” said Zhou.
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Netanyahu
declares war will
not end until

Israel achieves
All’ of its goals

TELAVIV

ISRAEL'S Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu declared that the war in
Gaza will not end until Israel achieves
all of its goals, specifically the destruc-
tion of Hamas.

“Three months ago Hamas commit-
ted a terrible massacre against us,” he
said in a statement. “My government
directed the IDF to go to war to elimi-
nate Hamas, return our hostages and
ensure that Gaza will never again be a
threat to Israel.”

“The war must not be stopped until
we achieve all of the goals,” declared
Netanyahu.

“We will not give Hamas any immu-
nity whatsoever, and we will fight until
we restore security in both the south
and the north. Until then, and to that
end, everything must be put aside and
we must continue with united forces

cruise economic prosperity index
reached 101.55 in 2023, a significant
increase over 2022. By 2035, China’s
cruise economy will total 500 billion
yuan ($70.4 billion).

Qiu Ling, deputy director of the
Shanghai International Cruise Busi-
ness Institute, believes the manu-
facturing techniques and manage-
ment experience accumulated from
China’s first domestically-built cruise
ship will further accelerate the con-
struction of the second one, realizing
the development of the whole cruise
industry chain in China.

China’s first large cruise ship has ef-
fectively expanded the supply of
domestic cruise capacity, enabling
a more comprehensive and differen-
tiated fleet structure. This enriches
consumers’ choices of cruise ships,
promotes differentiated operations
among local cruise companies, and
elevates the industry’s overall com-
petitiveness.

At around 3:00 p.m., all passengers
boarded the ship. At 4:45 p.m., the
Adora Magic City departed the port
after several whistles, sailing towards
the blue ocean.

until absolute victory is achieved.”
ANI

capabilities of the Adora Magic City.

The Adora Magic City is operated by

According to

statistics,

China’s

The delivery and operation of

People’s Daily

Canada PM Justin Trudeau faces flak by opposition over latest family vacation - report

UNITED NATIONS

CANADIAN Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has been receiv-
ing strong criticism from the op-
position parties over his latest
luxury holiday that he took with
his family at an oceanfront villa
in Jamaica at no cost, Canada-
based Global News reported.

The Canadian Prime Minister
met with the customary ques-
tion of whether he should accept
complimentary vacation accom-
modations from affluent friends.

As to the National Post,
Trudeau is under criticism from
opposition parties for using a
free oceanfront villa in Jamaica
for his winter vacation. On the
resort’s website, rooms are avail-
able for about USD9,300 per
night, Global News reported.

The owner of Prospect Estate
and Villas, which is close to Ocho
Rios, is a businessman named
Peter Green. The Trudeaus have
been known by the Green family
for many years, the report stated.

Trudeau, as per the report va-
cationed at Prospect Estate from
December 26 to January 4 with
his three children and Sophie
Gregoire-Trudeau.

Although the prime minister’s
office claimed in a statement that
the vacation was approved by the
ethics commissioner, it did not
disclose where Trudeau and his
family stayed in Jamaica.

“The Prime Minister and his
family are staying with family
friends at no cost. As per stan-
dard practice, the Office of the

Conflict of Interest and Ethics
Commissioner was consulted on
these details prior to the travel
to ensure that the rules were
followed,” the prime minister’s
press secretary Mohammad Hus-
sain told Global News in an email
on Thursday.

“The Prime Minister continues
to reimburse the equivalent of a
commercial airline ticket for his
personal travel and that of his
family,” he added.

Following their initial state-
ment to the Canadian Press that
the family was covering the ex-
pense of the vacation, the prime
minister’s office clarified earlier
this week that Trudeau and his
family stayed “at no cost at a loca-

tion owned by family friends.”

Conservatives questioned
Trudeau’s judgement after learn-
ing about the vacation details,
claiming he was far from ordi-
nary Canadians.

“Prime Minister Trudeau yet
again shows how out of touch he
is as he takes another lavish trip
to Jamaica, paid for by his billion-
aire friend,” said NDP ethics critic
Matthew Green in a statement to
Global News.

Meanwhile, Conservative eth-
ics critic Michael Barrett, accord-
ing to Global News, said in an
email, “While millions of Cana-
dians had to cut back or cancel
plans over the holidays because
of eight years of his Liberal poli-

cies driving up the cost-of-living,
Justin Trudeau took a free va-
cation, worth $84,000 from a
Trudeau Foundation donor and
lied about it to Canadians.”

Trudeaus trips have frequently
sparked concerns about appar-
ent or potential conflicts of inter-
est.

In 2021, the Green Family
made a donation to the Trudeau
Foundation.

Following information that a
billionaire with connections to
Beijing had given the foundation
USD200,000, the charity was
questioned last year. Since taking
office, the prime minister has not
participated in the charity.

ANI

Orthodox Christmas is vivid example of
fraternal unity of peoples of Russia — Putin

NOVO OGARYOVO

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin
received families of fallen soldiers
in the special military operation at
his presidential residence in Novo-
Ogaryovo outside Moscow and con-
gratulated his guests with Orthodox
Christmas.

“We can say without any exaggera-
tion that this holiday is characterized
by a distinct fraternal unity of the
peoples of Russia,” Putin said adding
that although the majority of Russia’s
population is comprised of Orthodox
Christians, representatives of other
traditional confessions congratulate
them with this holiday just like Or-
thodox Christians congratulate them
on their respective religious holidays.

“I congratulate you all with this
warm and heartfelt holiday,” the pres-
ident said speaking to his guests.

Putin pointed out that the Ortho-
dox Christmas in Russia is celebrated
as widely as the New Year.

“Perhaps, it [Christmas] is more of a
family-like holiday if compared to the
New Year,” he said. “I may reiterate
that it [Christmas] is a warm, cuddly
and heartfelt holiday. It is one of the
most favorite holidays in Russia.”

According to him, “on this day you
want to say something special to each
other, to support each other some-
how.”

The Russian president noted that
“even on this holiday many of our
courageous and heroic men, Rus-
sia’s warriors, hold weapons in their
hands defending the country’s inter-
ests. This is why I want to extend holi-

day greetings to them jointly with you.”

Presidential Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said that on the
eve of the holiday Putin had “a fairly thorough conver-
sation with the families, talked to both widows and chil-
dren” in Novo-Ogaryovo, and afterwards invited them to
a festive dinner.

Putin and his invited guests attended an overnight Or-
thodox Christmas service at the Church of the Image of
the Savior, located at his presidential residence in Novo-
Ogaryovo.

Concerns of military escalation between Hezbollah, Israel arise following Israeli drone attack

BEIRUT

HEZBOLLAH’S continuous
confrontations with Israel on Leb-
anon’s southern border and the
recent Israeli drone strike, killing
a top Hamas leader and officials
in Beirut’s southern suburbs,
raise among Lebanese experts
concerns of a possible military es-
calation in Lebanon.

The Lebanon-Israel border has
witnessed increased tension since
Oct. 8 after the Lebanese armed
group Hezbollah fired dozens of
rockets toward Israel in support
of the Hamas attacks on Israel the
previous day, prompting Israel to
respond by firing heavy artillery
toward southeastern Lebanon.

The confrontations have led
to more than 200 deaths on the

Lebanese side, including approxi-
mately 147 Hezbollah members
and many civilians including jour-
nalists.

However, clashes were mainly
limited in the southern border
area until an alleged Israeli drone
killed Saleh al-Arouri, Hamas
deputy leader, and other Hamas
members on Tuesday evening.

“Israel has crossed all the red
lines that were in place through
its recent attack in Dahieh, a Hez-
bollah stronghold,” said Refaat
Badawi, a political analyst and ad-
viser to former Lebanese Prime
Minister Salim al-Hoss.

“Rules of engagement are no
longer in place after this opera-
tion, which dealt a heavy blow
to Hezbollah’s image,” he added,
expressing concerns that “we will

People attend the funeral of Saleh al-Arouri, the Hamas deputy chief, and other two Hamas officials, in Beirut,

Lebanon, on Thursday. Xinhua

see a war expansion in Lebanon
in the coming days.”

Following the assassination,
Hezbollah Secretary General Has-

san Nasrallah warned on Wednes-
day that the Iran-backed group
“cannot be silent.”

He denounced the attack as

“a dangerous crime,” vowing re-
venge and threatening to meet
any wider Israeli operation with
unrestrained warfare.

“Hezbollah cannot remain si-
lent as Arouri’s assassination is
a message conveying that Israel
can kill any leader in Dahieh at
any time, and this is a dangerous
development,” Badawi told Xin-
hua. Badawi said he thinks a set-
tlement between the Axis of Re-
sistance, an informal anti-Israeli
coalition led by Iran, and Israel is
no longer possible.

Meanwhile, Talal Atrissi, a lec-
turer at the Institute of Social Sci-
ences of the Lebanese University,
told Xinhua that it’s still unclear if
Lebanon will witness an expan-
sion of the confrontations with
Israel, but Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu holds a
strong will to expand the aggres-
sion outside of Gaza to protect
his image. “Netanyahu has killed

thousands of people in Gaza but
failed to make any achievements,
which turned the worlds public
opinion against him with domes-
tic calls for his resignation,” Atrissi
said, noting that the recent Da-
hieh strike was aimed at polishing
his image.

Makram Rabah, alecturer at the
history department of the Ameri-
can University of Beirut, said he
does not see an expansion of war
between Hezbollah and Israel.

However, the belief by the Leb-
anese and Hezbollah that Israel
will not commit to the risk of go-
ing into Lebanon is a miscalcula-
tion, because “it will address one
of the most existential threats to
Israel’s security, which is Hezbol-
lah,” Rabah said.

Xinhua
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TFF information chief unaware
Taifa Stars players grumbling
over unpaid camp allowances

By Correspondent John
Kimbute

HANCES that Taifa

Stars, Tanzania’s senior

national soccer side,

will make an impres-
sion in the forthcoming African
Nations Cup (AFCON) finals were
limited in the first place.

Information leaking from the
camp and being discussed in soc-
cer talk shops suggest that other
factors are working to lower the
playing morale, despite that a
number of the largely experimen-
tal squad may see it as an adven-
ture since they appear for foreign
clubs.

How far this adventure is mo-
tivation to play at their best is
another matter, but few think it
is sufficient to get the best out of
them,

A fairly noticeable soccer talk
show towards the end of last week
either invited or rather phoned
Clifford Ndimbo, information of-
ficer for the Tanzania Football
Federation (TFF) who in sum said
that all is well in the camp (set up
in Egypt before the tournament
kicks off in Ivory Coast in the com-
ing week).

What surprised the show pun-
dits is that the official was ada-
mant he was not aware of com-
plaints among the players that
they were yet to be paid allow-
ances for either one or two camps
earlier (for the qualifying match-
es, before the current camp).

This implies the morale is low
as calling up players for either the
national side or any other team
has a presumed element of player
allowances, but as it is true in cer-
tain levels of government, it de-
pends on who is there and what
they wish to do, or if any higher
level administrator will intervene.

It is unclear if this is what has
been happening whether the na-
tional team pitches camp some-
where as it is not on the daily

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) Media and Communication Officer,

Clifford Ndimbo.

menu of soccer pundits when the
national team is called up or plays.

Due to the paucity of recol-
lecting when this sort of situa-
tion came up in the recent past,
it would thus appear that it is an
event, a break from the habit,
which has to be interpreted or ex-
plained.

The reason cannot be budget-
ary because the Premier League
fetches far more money than it
used to do previously, and thus
TFF cannot have become all too
rapidly, with its success.

One thing that is often visible
about such shortages is that they
are likely to be a bargaining chip
in the hands of administrators, as
they seek ‘the golden goose’ for
having reached the AFCON finals.

It is unclear what sort of de-
mands the federation may have
put across to the government, by
itself if it has the channels to do it,
or via the National Sports Council
(NSC) depending on how far it ex-
ercises day-to-day links with the

government.

Of late, TFF has visible access to
officials at the top level, first with
the current minister, and then
with the ‘Samia goal funds’.

Chroniclers affirm that the cur-
rent Minister for Culture, Arts,
and Sports Damas Ndumbaro is
a TFF insider, while former min-
ister Pindi Chana was a rank out-
sider to its activities and internal
‘game’ patterns’.

It is, hence, sufficient that the
minister gives a positive hearing
on a TFF request for additional
funds (leaving aside the regular
budget and how far it catered
for qualifying and participating
in AFCON finals) to ignite the im-
pression of funds shortage to be
demonstrated in its operations.

It will pain the federation the
most when the public begins to in-
quire into players’ allowances and
if there are tricks that are being
played on the players, affirming
ministerial promise is alright as
an excuse for not having obtained

allowances, as if this was not bud-
geted for.

There is still a possibility that it
is helpful not to discount, that the
AFCON qualification and thus its
budgeting was not taken into ac-
count in setting the budget for this
sporting season, the TFF calendar,
and the relevant stipends for the
year.

This sort of environment or cir-
cumstance has been noticed in
other spheres as in reorganizing
Premier League matches once
the city archrivals both qualified
for the Group Stage of the CAF
Champions League, and pundits
were at a loss to explain system-
atic dislocation of various rounds,
but to accommodate Group Stage
fixtures and thus the absence of
either side from earlier fixtures.

Such non-accommodation of
success is even easier to bring
about in a national qualification,
as it creates the semblance of an
emergency in that the money
dried out even earlier in the run,
etc.

It is also relevant to suggest that
there is a bit of a nagging habit that
may have developed from the re-
peated use of personal cash offer
gestures to bring about the best in
the city archrivals, by promises of
bountiful purchases of goals.

In that way TFF would have ev-
ery reason to expect that the na-
tional side be immersed in such
funds from the start as the teams
Taifa Stars will play are hard nuts
to crack.

The TFF knows it cannot wait
for a promise from the Head of
State on each goal scored in AF-
CON finals as it is a long shot, and
would presumably push for spe-
cific cost coverage as the matter
came up nearly as a surprise.

The minister would grasp it,
and it is even possible he would
do the pushing himself while TFF
officials sit comfortably in the of-
fice, feigning a lack of awareness
of player disquiet in the camp.

Simba SC’s Disciplinary Committee
puts Chama, Kapama case on hold

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

Simba SC midfielder Clatous Chama. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

SIMBA SC’s Disciplinary Committee which had
planned to hear the case concerning the outfit’s
players, Clatous Chama and Nassor Kapama, through
Zoom, has stalled.

Chama has headed to Zambia’s national team ‘Chi-
polopolo’, now preparing for the 2023 Africa Cup of
Nations finals to be held in Ivory Coast from January

13 to February 11.

It was said that the Zambian midfielder would be
joined by the Disciplinary Committee’s members via
Zoom to hear and defend the case facing him.

The Msimbazi Street club’s versatile midfielder
Nassor Kapama is on the verge of joining NBC Pre-
mier League club, Mtibwa Sugar, on loan until the
end of the season.

However, the midfielder is not in head coach Ab-
delhak Benchikha’s plans, so he will join Mtibwa Sug-
ar on loan to finish the remaining six months of his
contract with the Msimbazi Street outfit.

Simba SC has further strengthened the outfit’s
midfield after signing Senegalese midfielder Babacar

Sarr.

Chama and Kapama were suspended by their club’s
leadership on December 21 last year for misconduct.

The Zambian midfielder allegedly verbally abused
Simba SC’s physical conditioner, Kamal Boudjenane,
when the team was warming up before locking horns
with Morocco’s Wydad AC in this season’s CAF Cham-
pions League match in Dar es Salaam on December

19, 2023.

It is also alleged that Kapama did not attend train-
ing several times, saying that he is pushing for a move
out of the side because he does not get a chance to

play in the team.

The meeting has not yet been held, because if it is
held, what was discussed in the meeting should be
sent to the club’s Board of Directors.

The board’s decision should be made based on the
information presented by the players after being in-
terviewed by the committee,” one of the board mem-
bers who opted for anonymity disclosed.

He noted: “It is not known when, because it is the
responsibility of the Disciplinary Committee that de-
cides when to question the players, the board is the
last step to go through them and either bless or not
bless what was brought.”

Gliardian
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Mwakinyo set for non-title bout
against Zimbabwean pugilist

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIAN professional boxer Has-
san Mwakinyo is expected to face Zim-
babwean boxer Enock Msambudzi in a
non-title Light Middleweight fight slated
for January 27 at New Amaan Complex
in Zanzibar.

Mwakinyo, fighting in the Super Wel-
terweight division, lastly stepped into
the ring at Jamhuri Stadium in Dodoma
on April 23 last year and beat Congolese
sensational Kavesa Katemba via unani-
mous decision in an eight-round bout.

Zimbabwean boxer Msambudzi, now
aged 36, heads into the fight after suffer-
ing back-to-back defeats.

The boxer lost two bouts he fought in
2023, succumbing to Kavesa on June 25
via majority decision and later losing to
Mbaya Kanku via Technical Knockout
on September 30.

This saw the fighter’s record stand at
victory in 12 bouts (four Knockouts) and
two losses (one Knockout) in 14 bouts.

Mwakinyo revealed: “Fighting expe-
rienced opponents gives me a chance
to know my strengths and weaknesses,
learning how to improve on them on my
way to garnering international honours
and recognition.”

The outspoken Tanzanian boxer has

Hassan Mwakinyo

participated in 23 fights- winning 20 (14
Knockouts) and losing three.

Mwakinyo is a former World Boxing
Federation (WBF) Intercontinental Light
Middleweight title holder and held the
title twice in 2020 until recently when
he was stripped of the title. The pugilist
noted he is fully aware of the task ahead
of him and that is why he is not taking
any chances with the match.

“'m ready for such tough matches
and I'm equal to the task in this and
more matches to come,” he explained.

Mwakinyo moreover stated that he is
ready to fight compatriot Twaha Kas-
sim, alias “Twaha Kiduku’, who has been
expressing his long-term desire to trade
blows with the former.

The Tanga-born fighter, who had a six-
month ban that was issued by the Tan-
zania Professional Boxing Regulatory
Commission (TPBRC), said now it is time
for the fans to get the fight.

“I have been called a lot by boxers in
the country wanting to fight with me. I
think now is the time for every boxer to
give him what he deserves,” the pugilist
revealed.

“Boxing promoters who want to orga-
nize this fight are welcome and I think
fans in the country also deserve this
fight,” Mwakinyo noted.

BAL announces host cities and
venues for 2024 regular season

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi &
Agencies

THE Basketball Africa League (BAL)
has announced that the league’s ex-
panded fourth season will tip off on
March 9, 2024, at the SunBet Arena in
Pretoria, South Affrica.

The 2024 BAL season will feature the
top 12 clubs from 12 African countries
playing a record 48 games in Pretoria,
Cairo (Egypt), Dakar (Senegal), and Ki-
gali (Rwanda) over four months.

It will mark the first BAL games in
South Africa and the first time the
league will play games in four different
countries. Tanzania will be represented
by JKT Basketball Club after the army-
owned club triumphed in the Basketball
National League last year.

During the 2024 BAL season, the 12
teams will be divided into three confer-
ences made up of four teams each.

Each conference will play a 12-game
group phase during which each team
will face the other three teams in its con-
ference twice.

The inaugural Kalahari Conference
group phase will take from March 9 to
March 17 at the SunBet Arena.

The Nile Conference group phase will
take place from April 19 to April 27 at
Hassan Mostafa Indoor Sports Complex
in Cairo.

The Sahara Conference group phase
will take place from May 4 to May 12 at
the Dakar Arena in Dakar.

The top two teams from each confer-
ence and the top two third-place teams
from across the three conferences will
travel to Kigali for four seeding games
followed by an eight-game, single-elim-
ination playoffs, and finals from May 24

toJune 1.

The league is also hosting a Combine
in Rabat, Morocco from January 5 to Jan-
uary 7, marking the league’s first Com-
bine in Africa after previous editions in
New York City and Paris.

The three-day scouting event, ongo-
ing at the Ibn Yassine Omnisports Hall,
features 30 aspiring players from Africa,
Europe, the U.S., and around the world
taking part in anthropometric and ath-
letic testing, positional skill develop-
ment, and 5-on-5 games in front of team
executives, coaches, and scouts.

Former National Basketball Associa-
tion League player, Robert Pack, is the
Combine Camp Director.

“We are thrilled to play the first BAL
games in Pretoria, South Africa, and to
return to Dakar, Cairo, and Kigali, where
we’'ve seen tremendous fan engagement
over the past three seasons,” the BAL
president Amadou Gallo Fall disclosed.

He revealed: “As we get ready for the
2024 BAL season, we remain committed
to continuing to improve the quality of
our on-court product, and this Combine
in Rabat will once again showcase top-
flight players, including from across the
African Diaspora, who can contribute
significantly to BAL teams and further
establish the BAL as a world-class pro-
fessional basketball league.”

Rwanda Development Board, NIKE,
Jordan Brand, and Wilson will return as
BAL Foundational Partners.

The league’s roster of world-class mar-
keting partners also includes Afrexim-
bank, Hennessy, and RwandAir.

The 12 BAL teams, conferences, game
schedule, and additional information
about the 2024 BAL season will be an-
nounced in the coming months.
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Afcon 2023: Squads for tournament
including Ghana, Nigeria and Egypt-

BBC

HE 34th Africa

Cup of Nations

gets underway

in Ivory Coast
on 13 January after being
shifted from 2023 to 2024
because of the rainy sea-
son in West Africa.

Holders Senegal will
look to defend the title
they won in Cameroon in
February 2022, when the
Teranga Lions beat Egypt
4-2 in a penalty shoot-out
following a 0-0 draw in the
final.

Below are the squads
which have been an-
nounced for the tourna-
ment, which culminates
with the final on 11 Febru-
ary.

The deadline for submit-
ting 27-man squads was on
3 January, but countries
can make changes before
their opening matches
should injuries occur.

ALGERIA

Goalkeepers: Anthony
Mandrea (Caen, France),
Rais Mbolhi (CR Belouiz-
dad, Algeria), Oussama
Benbot (USM Alger, Alge-
ria), Moustapha Zeghba
(Damac, Saudi Arabia).

Defenders: Youcef
Atal (Nice, France), Kevin
van den Kerkhof (Metz,
France), Rayan Ait Nouri
(Wolverhampton Wan-
derers, England), Yasser
Larouci (Sheffield United,
England), Aissa Mandi (Vil-
larreal, Spain), Mohamed
Amine Tougai (Esperance
Tunis, Tunisia), Ramy
Bensebaini (Borussia Dort-
mund, Germany), Ahmed
Touba (Lecce, Italy),
Zineddine Belaid (USM Al-
ger, Algeria).

Midfielders: Nabil Ben-
taleb (Lille, France), Sofi-
ane Feghouli (Fatih Karag-
umruk, Turkey), Houssem
Aouar (Roma, Italy), Fares
Chaibi (Eintracht Frank-
furt, Germany), Ramiz Zer-
rouki (Feyenoord, Nether-
lands), Hicham Boudaoui
(Nice, France), Ismael Ben-
nacer (AC Milan, Italy).

Forwards: Riyad
Mahrez (Al Ahli, Saudi Ara-
bia), Adam Ounas (Lille,
France), Mohamed Amou-
ra (Union Saint-Gilloise,
Belgium), Youcef Belaili
(MC Alger, Algeria), Bagh-
dad Bounedjah (Al Sadd,
Qatar), Islam Slimani
(Coritiba, Brazil).

ANGOLA

Goalkeepers:  Antonio
Dominique (Etoile Ca-
rouge, Switzerland), Kadu
(Oliveira Hospital, Por-
tugal), Neblu (Premeiro
Agosto, Angola)

Defenders: Eddie Afon-
so, To Carneiro, Kinito (all
Petro Atletico, Angola),
Loide Augusto (Alanya-
spor, Turkey), Jonathan
Buatu (Valenciennes,
France), Nurio Fortuna
(Gent, Belgium), Kialonda
Gaspar (Estrela Amadora,
Portugal).

Midfielders: Beni (Casa
Pia, Portugal), Estrela (Er-
zurumspor, Turkey), Fredy
(Eyupspor, Turkey), Kelia-
no Manuel (Estrela Ama-
dora, Portugal), Bruno Paz
(Konyaspor, Turkey) Show
(Maccabi Haifa, Israel).

Forwards: Jeremie
Bela (Clermont, France),
Gelson Dala (Al Wakrah,
Qatar), Zito Luvumbo
(Cagliari, Italy), Mabululu
(Al Ittihad, Egypt), Felicio
Milson (Maccabi Tel Aviv,
Israel), Zine (AEK Athens,
Greece), M’bala Nzola (Fio-
rentina, Italy).

BURKINA FASO

Goalkeepers: Herve Kof-
fi (Charleroi, Belgium), Hil-
lel Konate (Chateauroux,
France), Kilian Nikiema
(ADO Den Haag, Nether-
lands), Sebastien Tou (Sab-
adell, Spain).

Defenders: Issa Kabore
(Luton Town, England),
Steeve Yago (Aris Limas-
sol, Cyprus), Issoufou
Dayo (RS Berkane, Moroc-
co), Nasser Djiga (Red Star
Belgrade, Serbia), Edmond
Tapsoba (Bayer Leverku-
sen, Germany), Adamo
Nagalo (Nordsjaelland,
Denmark), Abdoul Guie-
bre (Modena, Italy), Val-
entin Nouma (Saint Eloi
Lupopo, DR Congo).

Midfielders: Blati Toure
(Pyramids, Egypt), Ad-
ama Guira (Racing Rioja,
Spain), Dramane Salou
(Urartu, Armenia), Ismah-
ila Ouedraogo (Panserrai-
kos, Greece), Sacha Banse
(Valenciennes, France),
Gustavo Sangare (Quevil-
ly-Rouen, France), Stepha-
ne Aziz Ki (Young Africans,

Tanzania).

Forwards: Bertrand
Traore (Aston Villa, Eng-
land), Dango Ouattara

(Bournemouth, England),
Mamady Alex Bangre
(Toulouse, France), Diji-
bril Ouattara (RS Berkane,
Morocco), Hassane Bande
(HJK Helsinki, Finland),
Mohamed Konate (Akhmat
Grozny, Russia), Abdoul
Tapsoba (Amiens, France),
Cedric Badolo (Sheriff Ti-
raspol, Moldova).

CAMEROON
Goalkeepers: Andre
Onana (Manchester Unit-
ed, England), Fabrice On-
doa (Nimes, France), Devis
Epassy (Abha, Saudi Ara-
bia) Simon Ngapandouet-
nbu (Marseille, France).
Defenders: Christopher
Wooh (Rennes, France),
Junior Tchamadeu (Stoke,
England), Nouhou Tolo
(Seattle Sounders, USA),
Darlin Yongwa (Lorient,
France), Oumar Gonza-
lez (Al Raed, Saudi Ara-
bia), Harold Moukoudi
(AEK Athens, Greece),
Jean Charles Castelletto
(Nantes, France), Mal-
com Bokele (Bordeaux,
France), Enzo Tchato
(Montpellier, France).
Midfielders: Olivier
Ntcham (Samsunspor,
Turkey), Yvan Neyou (Le-
ganes, Spain), Doualla
Wilfried Nathan (Victoria
United, Cameroon), Ben
Njongoue Elliott (Reading,
England), Andre-Frank
Zambo Anguissa (Napoli,
Italy), Olivier Kemen (Kay-
serispor, Turkey), Leonel
Ateba (Dynamo Douala,

Cameroon).

Forwards: Vincent
Aboubakar (Besiktas,
Turkey), Georges-Kevin

Nkoudou (Damac, Saudi
Arabia), Clinton Njie (Siv-
asspor, Turkey), Karl Toko
Ekambi (Abha, Saudi
Arabia), Faris Moumba-
gna (Bodo/Glimt, Norway),
Frank Magri (Toulouse,
France), Moumi Ngamaleu
(Dynamo Moscow, Russia).

CAPE VERDE

Goalkeepers:  Vozinha
(AS Trencin, Slovakia),
Marcio Rosa (Anadia, Por-
tugal), Dylan Silva (Sin-
trense, Portugal).

Defenders: Stopira
(Boavista da Praia, Cape
Verde), Roberto ‘Pico’
Lopes (Shamrock Rovers,
Ireland), Diney (Al Bataeh,
UAE), Dylan Tavares (Bas-
tia, France), Logan Costa
(Toulouse, France), Joao
Correia (GD Chaves, Por-

Sadio Mane scored the winning spot-kick to seal Senegal’s first ever Africa Cup of Nations triumph in February 2022.

Agencies

tugal), Steven Moreira (Co-
lumbus Crew, USA).

Midfielders: Jamiro
Monteiro (San Jose Earth-
quakes, USA), Kenny Rocha
(AEZ Zakakiou, Cyprus),
Patrick Andrade (Qara-
bag, Azerbaijan), Joao
Paulo Fernandes (Sheriff
Tiraspol, Moldova), Deroy
Duarte (Fortuna Sittard,
Netherlands), Cuca (Uniao
de Leiria, Portugal), Kevin
Pina (Krasnodar, Russia),
Laros Duarte (Groningen,
Netherlands).

Forwards: Ryan Mendes
(Fatih Karagumruk, Tur-
key), Garry Rodrigues
(Anakaragucu, Turkey),
Djaniny (Al Fateh, Saudi
Arabia), Willy Semedo
(Omonia, Cyprus), Bebe
(Rayo Vallecano, Spain),
Jovane Cabral (Salerni-
tana, Italy), Helio Varela
(Portimonense, Portugal),
Bryan Teixeira (Sturm
Graz, Austria).

DR CONGO

Goalkeepers: Dimi-
try Bertaud (Montpellier,
France), Lionel Mpasi (Ro-
dez, France), Baggio Siadi
(TP Mazembe, DR Congo).

Defenders: Dylan Ba-
tubinsika (Saint Etienne,
France), Brian Bayeye (As-
coli, Italy), Rocky Bushiri
(Hibernian, Scotland),
Henock Inonga (Simba,
Tanzania), Gedeon Kalulu
(Lorient, France), Joris
Kayembe (Genk, Belgium),
Arthur Masuaku (Besiktas,
Turkey), Chancel Mbemba
(Marseille, France).

Midfielders: Theo Bon-
gonda (Spartak Moscow,
Russia), Grady Diangana
(West Bromwich Albion,
England), Gael Kakuta
(Amiens, France), Edo Kay-
embe (Watford, England),
Samuel Moutoussamy
(Nantes, France), Charles
Pickel (Cremonese, Italy),
Aaron Tshibola (Al Hatta,
UAE).

Forwards: Simon Banza
(Braga, Portugal), Cedric
Bakambu (Galatasaray,
Turkey), Meschack Elia
(Young Boys, Switzerland),
Silas (Stuttgart, Germa-
ny), Fiston Mayele (Pyra-
mids, Egypt), Yoane Wissa
(Brentford, England).

EGYPT
Goalkeepers: Mohamed
El Shenawy (Al Ahly,

Egypt), Ahmed El Shenawy
(Pyramids, Egypt), Gabaski
(National Bank of Egypt,
Egypt), Mohamed Sobhi
(Zamalek, Egypt).
Defenders: Ahmed
Hegazy (Al Ittihad, Saudi
Arabia), Mohamed Abdel-

monem, Mohamed Hany,
Yasser Ibrahim (all Al Ahly,
Egypt), Ali Gabr, Ahmed
Samy, Mohamed Hamdy
@@l Pyramids, Egypt),
Omar Kamal (Future,
Egypt), Ahmed Fatouh (Za-
malek, Egypt).

Midfielders: Hamdi
Fathi (Al Wakrah,Qatar),
Mohamed Elneny (Arse-
nal, England), Marwan At-
tia, Emam Ashour (both
Al Ahly, Egypt), Zizo (Za-
malek, Egypt), Mahmoud
Hamada (Al Masry, Egypt),
Mohanad Lasheen (Pyra-
mids, Egypt).

Forwards: Mohamed
Salah (Liverpool, England),
Mostafa Fathi (Pyramids,
Egypt), Trezeguet (Trab-
zonspor, Turkey), Omar
Marmoush (Eintracht
Frankfurt, Egypt), Mo-
stafa Mohamed (Nantes,
France), Kahraba (Al Ahly,
Egypt), Ahmed Hassan
(Pendikspor, Turkey).

EQUATORIAL GUINEA

Goalkeepers: Jesus Owo-
no (Alaves, Spain), Manuel
Sapunga (Polokwane City,
South Africa), Aitor Em-
bela (Soneja, Spain).

Defenders: Basilio
Ndong (Universitatea
Craiova, Romania), Carlos
Akapo (San Jose Earth-
quakes, USA), Hugo Buyla
(Sampdoria, Italy), Charles
Ondo (Huddersfield Town,
England), Saul Coco (Las
Palmas, Spain), Marvin
Anieboh (Illescas, Spain),
Nestor Senra (Real Aviles,
Spain), Jose Elo (Merida,
Spain), Esteban Orozco
(Arges Pitesti, Romania).

Midfielders: Jannick
Buyla (Logrones, Spain),
Luis Nlavo (Braga B, Portu-
gal), Alex Balboa (Alaves,
Spain), Federico Bikoro
(Club Africain, Tunisia),
Iban Salvador (Miedz Leg-
nica, Poland), Jose Machin
(Monza, Italy), Santiago En-
eme (MFK Vyskov, Czech
Republic), Josete Miranda
(Niki Volos, Greece), Pablo
Ganet (Alcoyano, Spain),
Federico Nguema (Balti,
Moldova).

Forwards: Noe Ela (Nu-
mancia, Spain), Jose Nabil
(Cano Sport, Equatorial
Guinea), Emilio Nsue (In-
tercity, Spain), Salomon
Obama (Santa Coloma, An-
dorra), Oscar Siafa (Ales-
sandria, Italy).

THE GAMBIA

Goalkeepers: Modou
Jobe (Musanze, Rwanda),
Baboucarr Gaye (Lokomo-
tiv Sofia, Bulgaria), Lamin
Sarr (Eskilsminne, Swe-
den).

Defenders: Dawda
Ngum (Ariana, Sweden),

Omar Colley (Besiktas,
Turkey), James Gomez
(Sparta  Prague), Ibou

Touray (Stockport Coun-
ty, England), Noah Sonko
Sundberg  (Ludogorets,
Bulgaria), Jacob Mendy
(Wrexham, Wales), Saidy
Janko (Young Boys, Swit-
zerland), Muhammed San-
neh (Banik Ostrava, Czech
Republic), Bubacarr San-
neh (Unattached).

Midfielders: Hamza Bar-
ry (Vejle, Denmark), Ablie
Jallow (Metz, France),
Sulayman Marreh (Un-
attached), Ebou Adams
(Cardiff City, Wales), San-
yang Abdoulie (Grenoble,
France), Alasana Man-
neh (Odense, Denmark),
Ebrima Darboe (LASK,
Austria), Yusupha Bobb
(KACM Marrakech, Mo-
rocco).

Forwards: Alieu Fadera
(Genk, Belgium), Assan
Ceesay (Damac, Saudi
Arabia), Musa Barrow (Al
Taawoun, Saudi Arabia),
Ebrima Colley (Young
Boys, Switzerland), Yanku-
ba Minteh (Feyenoord,
Netherlands), Muhammed
Badamosi (Al Hazem, Sau-
di Arabia), Ali Sowe (An-
karagucu, Turkey).

GHANA

Goalkeepers: Lawrence
Ati-Zigi (St Gallen, Swit-
zerland), Richard Ofori
(Orlando Pirates, South
Africa), Joe Wollacott (Hi-
bernian, Scotland).

Defenders: Daniel Am-
artey (Leicester City, Eng-
land), Alexander Djiku
(Fenerbahce, Turkey),
Abdul Fatawu Hamidu
(Medeama, Ghana), Gide-
on Mensah (Auxerre,
France), Denis Odoi (Club
Bruges, Belgium), Nich-
olas Opoku (Amiens,
France), Mohammed
Salisu (Monaco, France),
Kingsley Schindler (Sam-
sunspor, Turkey), Alidu
Seidu (Clermont, France).

Midfielders: Majeed

Ashimeru (Anderlecht,
Belgium), Osman Bukari
(Red Star Belgrade, Ser-
bia), Baba Iddrisu (Mal-
lorca, Spain), Ransford
Konigsdorffer (Hamburg,
Germany), = Mohammed
Kudus (West Ham, Eng-
land), Richmond Lamptey
(Asante Kotoko, Ghana),
Elisha Owusu (Auxerre,
France), Joseph Paintsil
(Genk, Belgium), Salis Ab-
dul Samed (Lens, France).

Forwards: Andre Ayew
(Le Havre, France), Jor-
dan Ayew (Crystal Palace,
England), Ernest Nuamah
(RWD Molenbeek, Bel-
gium), Antoine Semenyo
(Bournemouth, England),
Jonathan Sowah (Mede-
ama, Ghana), Inaki Wil-
liams (Athletic Bilbao,
Spain).

GUINEA

Goalkeepers: Aly Keita
(Ostersunds, Sweden),
Moussa Camara (Horoya,
Guinea), Ibrahim Kone
(Hibernians, Malta).

Defenders: Antoine
Conte (Botev Plovdiy,
Bulgaria), Ibrahima Dia-
kite (Reims, France), Is-
siaga Sylla (Montpellier,
France), Sekou Sylla (SC
Cambuur, Netherlands),
Mouctar Diakhaby (Valen-
cia, Spain), Julien Janvier
(Kayserispor, Turkey),
Saidou Sow (Strasbourg,
France), Mohamed Ali Ca-
mara (Young Boys, Swit-
zerland).

Midfielders: Amadou
Diawara (Anderlecht, Bel-
gium), Seydouba Cisse (Le-
ganes, Spain), Aguibou Ca-
mara (Atromitos, Greece),
Naby Keita (Werder Bre-
men, Germany), Abdou-
laye Toure (Le Havre,
France), Mory Konate
(Mechelen, Belgium), Ilaix
Moriba (RB Leipzig, Ger-
many), Karim Cisse (Saint
Etienne, France).

Forwards: Francois Ka-
mano (Abha, Saudi Ara-
bia), Morgan Guilavogui
(Lens, France), Serhou
Guirassy (Stuttgart, Ger-
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many), Mohamed Bayo (Le
Havre, France), Jose Kante
(Urawa Red Diamonds, Ja-
pan), Facinet Conte (Bas-
tia, France).

GUINEA-BISSAU

Goalkeepers: Ouparine
Djoco (Francs Borains,
Belgium), Fernando Em-
badje (Alcanenense, Por-
tugal), Jonas Mendes (Ka-
lamata, Greece).

Defenders: Fali Cande
(Metz, France), Marcelo
Djalo (Palencia, Spain),
Jefferson Encada (Pharco,
Egput), Edgar Ie (Istan-
bul Basaksehir, Turkey),
Houboulang Mendes (Al-
meria, Portugal), Nanu
(Samsunspor, Turkey),
Nito (Maritimo, Portugal),
Opa Sangante (Dunker-
que, France).

Midfielders: Janio Bikel
(Gaziantep, Turkey),
Moreto Cassama (Omonia,
Cyprus), Dalcio (APOEL,
Cyprus), Carlos Mane
(Kayserispor, Turkey), Sori
Mane (Academico Viseu,
Portugal), Carlos Mendes
(Bolton Wanderers, Eng-
land), Mauro Rodrigues
(Yverdon, Switzerland),
Alfa Semedo (Al Tai, Saudi
Arabia).

Forwards: Mama Balde
(Lyon, France), Franculino
(Midtjylland, Denmark),
Zinho Gano (Zulte Ware-
gem, Belgium), Famana
Quizera (Academico Vi-
seu, Portugal), Marciano
Sanca (Almeria, Spain), Ze
Turbo (Nizhny Novgorod,
Russia).

IVORY COAST

Goalkeepers: Yahia
Fofana (Angers, France),
Charles Folly (ASEC Mi-
mosas, Ivory Coast), Badra
Ali Sangare (Sekhukhune
United, South Africa).

Defenders: Serge Aurier,
Willy Boly (both Notting-
ham Forest, England), Is-
mael Diallo (Hajduk Split,
Croatia), Ousmane Dio-
mande (Sporting Lisbon,
Portugal), Ghislain Konan
(Al Fayha, Saudi Arabia),
Evans Ndicka (Roma,
Italy), Odilon Kossounou
(Bayer Leverkusen, Ger-
many), Wilfried Singo (Mo-
naco, France).

Midfielders: Jean-Thier-
ry Lazare Amani (Union
Saint-Gilloise,  Belgium),
Idrissa Doumbia (Alanyas-
por, Turkey), Seko Fofana
(Al Nassr, Saudi Arabia),
Ibrahim Sangare (Not-
tingham Forest, England),
Franck Kessie (Al-Ahli,
Saudi Arabia), Jean-Mi-
chael Seri (Hull City, Eng-
land).

Forwards: Simon Ad-
ingra (Brighton & Hove
Albion, England), Jona-
than Bamba (Celta Vigo,
Spain), Jeremie Boga (Nice,
France), Sebastien Haller
(Borussia Dortmund, Ger-
many), Karim Konate (RB
Salzburg, Austria), Chris-
tian Kouame (Fiorentina,
Italy), Jean-Philippe Kras-
so (Red Star Belgrade, Ser-
bia), Max-Alain Gradel (Ga-
ziantep, Turkey), Oumar
Diakite (Reims, France),

Nicolas Pepe (Trabzon-
spor, Turkey).

MALI

Goalkeepers: Abou-
bacar Doumbia (Afrique
Football Elite, Mali), Djigui
Diarra (Young Africans,
Tanzania), Ismael Diawara
(Malmo, Sweden).

Defenders: Amadou
Dante (Sturm Graz, Aus-
tria), Moussa Diarra (Tou-
louse, France), Mamadou
Fofana (Amiens, France),
Boubacar Kiki Kouyate, Fa-
laye Sacko (both Montpel-
lier, Frnace), Sikou Niakate
(Braga, Portugal), Hamari
Traore (Real Sociedad,
Spain).

Midfielders:
souma (Tottenham
Hotspur, England), Mo-
hamed Camara (Monaco,
France), Lassana Coulibaly
(Salernitana, Italy), Aliou
Dieng (Al Ahly, Egypt),
Kamory Doumbia (Brest,
France), Amadou Haidara
(RB Leipzig, Germany),
Diadie Samassekou (Hof-
fenheim, Germany), Ad-
ama ‘Noss’ Traore (Hull
City, England), Boubacar
Traore (Wolverhampton
Wanderers, England).

Forwards: Fous-
seni Diabate (Lausanne
Sport, Switzerland), Nene
Dorgeles, Sekou Koita
(both RB Salzburg, Aus-
tria), Sirine Doucoure
(Lorient, France), Moussa
Doumbia (Al Adalah, Sau-
di Arabia), Youssoufa Ni-
kaite (Bani Yas, UAE), Las-
sine Sinayoko (Auxerre,
France), Ibrahim Sissoko
(Saint Etienne, France).

Yves Bis-

MAURITANIA
Goalkeepers:
car Niasse (Guingamp,
France), Namori Diaw
(ASC Tevragh-Zeine, Mau-
ritania), Mbacke N’Diaye
(Nouakchott Kings, Mauri-

tania).

Defenders: Lamine Ba
(Varazdin, Croatia), Del-
lah Yali (Al Hedod, Iraq),
El Hassen Houeibib (Al
Zawraa, Iraq), Nouh Mo-
hamed El Abd (FC Nouad-
hibou, Mauritania), Ba-
kary N’Diaye (Al Quwa
Al Jawiya, Iraq), Khadim
Diaw (Al Hilal, Sudan), Aly
Abeid (UTA Arad, Roma-
nia), Ibrahima Keita (TP
Mazembe, DR Congo).

Midfielders:  Guessou-
ma Fofana (Daxo Katoko-
pias FC, Cyprus), Bodda
Mouhsine (FC Nouadhi-
bou, Mauritania), Ou-
mar Ngom (Pau, France),
Omare Gassama (Chate-
auroux, France), Bakari
Camara (Villefranche,
France), Sidi Ahmed Mo-
hamed El Abd (FC Nouad-
hibou, Mauritania), El
Hadji Ba (FC Nouadhibou,
Mauritania), Abdallahi
Mahmoud (AC Bellinzona,
Switzerland).

Forwards: Hemeya Tan-
jy (AlIttihad, Libya), Abou-
bakar Kamara (Al Jazira,
UAE), Souleymane Anne
(Deinze, Belgium), Abou-
bakary Koita (Sint-Truid-
en, Belgium), Pape Ibnou
Ba (Concarneau, France),
Souleymane Doukara (Ma-
gusa Turk Gucu, Cyprus),
Idrissa Thiam (Mesaimeer,
Qatar), Sidi Bouna Amar
(FC Nouadhibou, Maurita-
nia).

Baba-

To Be Continued
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including Ghana,

Nigeria and Egypt

COSAFA teams
gear up for 2023
AFCON finals

PRETORIA

COSAFA will have five representatives at the African Cup

of Nations finals in Ivory Coast that get underway next
week, with two former winners and much hope that they

might claim another triumph this year.

The expanded 24-team competition has allowed for

more representation, with the COSAFA region one of the
biggest contributors to the field with the quintet of teams.
South Africa has returned to the finals for the first time
since 2019, though without two key forwards. Lyle Foster
has been omitted from their squad due to mental health
issues, while Lebo Mothiba has suffered a serious knee in-
jury. Both absences are a big blow to coach Hugo Broos.
“Our doctor had contact with the doctors at Burnley,”

Broos said. “I got the medical report where it stated Foster

couldn’t be at Afcon. Don’t ask me why but the risk and the
danger are still there that if it goes in a bad direction with
Lyle he goes back to where he started (two) months ago.”
The striker position is the major concern for Broos in
a squad that otherwise contains most of the players who

helped them qualify, and who also appeared in the recent

World Cup qualifiers.

The 1996 winners South Africa take on Tunisia, Namibia,
and Mali in their three Group E games.

COSAFA rivals Namibia have trimmed their squad to 23
players, cutting it down from the 28 who have been pre-
paring in Ghana this week.

The Namibia Football Association submitted a final
squad list to the Confederation of African Football before
Wednesday’s deadline, with 11 players returning from the
squad when they last competed at the finals in Egypt in
mid-2019.

It includes Peter Shalulile, the top goal scorer with
South African champions Mamelodi Sundowns, and full-
back Ryan Nyambe, who grew up in England and played at
Blackburn Rovers and Wigan Athletic before joining Derby
County this season.

It will be Namibia’s fourth appearance at the finals,
where they have yet to win a game.

“Before we think of outplaying our opponents, we have
to outplay our previous performances in the tournament.
AFCON is our World Cup, and we aim to leave a mark,”
coach Collin Benjamin said.

They have a friendly international against Ghana in Ku-
masi on Friday to prepare Mozambique has named 40-
year winger Dominguez to captain their 23-man squad
and also handed a first call-up to former German U-20
international Alfons Amade. Dominguez competed for
Mozambique when they last appeared at the finals in 2010
and is likely to be the oldest player at the tournament.

Defensive midfielder Amade played for Germany at the
U-20 level but has switched his international allegiance
although has yet to make his debut for Mozambique, who
compete in Group B in the final and will open their cam-
paign against Egypt in Abidjan on January 14. They are
meet the Cape Verde Islands and Ghana.

Also included is Portuguese-born midfielder Guima,
who scored on his debut in September, and Atletico Ma-
drid fullback Reinildo, who last played for the national
team in June when they secured qualification.

Defender Stoppilla Sunzu, who netted the decisive pen-
alty in the shoot-out when Zambia won the Africa Cup of
Nations over a decade ago, returns for the next edition of
the tournament after being named as one of the 27 players
in his country’s squad.

Sunzu’s spot kick handed Zambia an 8-7 win on spot
kicks over the heavily fancied Ivory Coast in the 2013 fi-
nal in Libreville and is only one of two players named by
coach Avram Grant who has previous finals experience.

Irag-based Roderick Kabwe was also in the squad on
their last appearance in 2015 but Zambia has since missed
out on three successive editions, failing to qualify for
the 2017, 2019, and 2021 editions.

Zambia take on the Democratic Republic of Congo
in their opening game in San Pedro on Jan. 17 and also
meet Tanzania and Morocco in Group F.

Finally, Angola recalled strikers Jeremie Bela and
Mbala Nzola to their squad as they became the first team
to name their selection for the tournament as early as Dec.
18. Bela, previously at Birmingham City, last played for An-
gola two years ago and is a surprise inclusion considering
injuries have restricted his playing time this season for
Ligue I's bottom club Clermont Foot.

Nzola, who plays for Fiorentina, had refused to play for
Angola over the last month in protest at poor logistical ar-
rangements around the last Cup of Nations qualifiers in
June, but has been persuaded to return.

Goncalves left out former Portugal international Helder
Costa, who has not played this season after terminating his
contract with Leeds United.

AGENCIES

Afcon 2023: Squads

i

By correspondents Michael
Mwebe & Seth Mapoli

ANZANIA has con-

firmed players

that will represent

the country in the
2023 CAF Africa Cup of Na-
tions slated for January 13
to February 11, 2024, in Cote
d’'lvoire.

The announcement of the
Taifa Stars squad was re-
vealed by the Confederation
of African Football (CAF) on
Saturday and, later on, con-
firmed by the Tanzania Foot-
ball Federation.

The squad, under the guid-
ance of head coach Adel Am-
rouche, has 27 players.

Mbwana Samatta, the
team’s skipper who plays
club football for Greece side
PAOK Thessaloniki, is set to
lead the Tanzanian team’s at-
tack alongside Simon Msuva-
the only player who is unat-
tached.

Four players- Abdulhamis
Suleiman ‘Sopu’, Metacha
Mnata, Khelfin Hamdoun,
and the injured Twariq
Ahmed- are four players
dropped from the last pro-
visional squad that was an-
nounced before the team
flew out to Egypt.

A total of 12 foreign-based
players have been selected to
complement 14 locally-based
ones. Simba SC and Young
Africans SC have contributed
four players apiece to the
squad.

Tanzania has been drawn
in Group F which will see the

Simba SC’s Senegalese midfielder, Babacar Sarr. PHOTO:

COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Monday 8 January 2024

Taifa Stars’ coach releases

final squad for AFCON

Footballers making Tanzania’s senior national football team are pictured participating in drills in Egypt recently to shape up for the
2023 Africa Cup of Nations slated for January 13-February 11, 2024, in Ivory Coast. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA FOOTBALL

FEDERATION

senior national soccer squad,
Taifa Stars, come up against
Morocco, DR Congo, and
Zambia.

Morocco and Zambia are
also part of Tanzania’s quali-
fying group for the 2026
World Cup, with the teams
pooled in Group E which is
also made up of Niger and
the Republic of the Congo.

Taifa Stars will play their
Group Stage matches in the
town of San-Pédro, 350km
from Abidjan.

They will play on the fifth
day of the tournament, Janu-
ary 17, at 6:00 pm as they take
on World Cup semi-finalist
Morocco, a side they have
faced in five previous en-
counters.

Three days later, they will
take on neighbours Zambia
on January 21 before con-
cluding their Group Stage

campaign on 24 January
against DR Congo.

Group winners, runners-
up, and the best four third-
placed teams will advance to
the round of 16.

A player in the final squad
can only be replaced after a
serious injury no less than 24
hours before the team’s first
match.

Taifa Stars qualified for the
tournament after finishing
second in their qualifying
group, behind Algeria.

The team will be making its
third appearance in the con-
tinental competition, having
previously participated in
1980, 2019, and 2023.

In the 2019 AFCON edition,
the Tanzanian team failed
to progress past the Group
Stage, finishing fourth in
their group behind Senegal,
Algeria, and Kenya.

However, the team’s recent
performances have been en-
couraging and will be hoping
to train well and come up
with better tactical plans to
fine-tune preparations and
build momentum for the
tournament.

Here are the players that
will represent Tanzania in
the 2023 AFCON showdown:

Goalkeepers: Kwesi
Kawawa (IFK Haninge/Swe-
den), Beno Kakolanya (Sin-
gida Fountain Gate FC), Aishi
Manula (Simba SC)

Defenders: Ibrahim Hamad
(Young Africans SC), Mo-
hamed Hussein (Simba SC),
Bakari Mwamnyeto (Young
Africans SC), Dickson Job
(Young Africans SC), Abdi
Banda (Richards Bay/South
Africa), Lusajo Mwaikenda
(Azam FC), Miano Danilo (Vil-

lena CF/ Netherlands), Haji

Mnoga (Aldershot Town/
England), Abdulmalik Za-
karia (Namungo FC), Novatus
Miroshi (FC Shakhtar Do-
netsk/Ukraine)

Midfielders: Mzamiru
Yassin (Simba SC), Sospeter
Bajana (Azam FC), Mohamed
Sagaf (Boreham Wood FC/
England), Ben Starkie (Bas-
ford United/England), Tarryn
Allarakhia (Wealdstone /Eng-
land), Feisal Salum (Azam
FC), Maurice Abraham (RFK
Novi Sad/Serbia), Himid Mao
(Tala’ea El Gaish/Egypt), Mu-
dathir Yahya Abbas (Young
Africans SC)

Forwards: Kibu Dennis
(Simba SC), Simon Msuva
(Unattached), Mbwana
Samatta (PAOK/Greece),
Cyprian Kachwele (White
Caps/USA), Kokola Charles
M’'mombwa ( Macarthur FC/
Australia)

Simba set for foreign players shuffle

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

AFTER completing the registra-
tion process for Senegalese de-
fensive midfielder Babacar Sarr,
Simba SC is now faced with the
decision to release one foreign
player to facilitate Sarr’s inclu-
sion.

Simba SC currently boasts an
impressive lineup of 13 foreign
stars, including notable names
like Ayoub Lakred, Che Malone
Fondoh, Jean Baleke, Henock In-
onga, Fabrice Ngoma, and Sadio
Kanoute.

These players have played piv-
otal roles in the team’s success,
particularly in the challenging
2023/24 CAF Champions League,
this season’s NBC Premier
League, and the ongoing Mapin-
duzi Cup.

Despite their significant contri-
butions, Simba SC coach Adela-
hek Henchikha demonstrates a
substantial level of trust in their
abilities.

The roster also includes play-
ers such as Clatous Chama, Mo-
ses Phiri, Said Ntibanzokiza,
Aubin Kramo, Luis Miquissone,
Willy Onana, and, of course, Sarr.

While Ntibanzokiza, Miquis-
sone, and Onana initially faced
challenges at the start of the sea-
son, Benchikha’s guidance has
led to a notable improvement in
their performance.

This improvement strengthens
the likelihood of their continued
presence in Simba SC.

Ivorian winger, Kramo, has
been sidelined by persistent in-
juries since his transfer to Simba
SC from Ivory Coast outfit ASEC
Mimosas.

The decision to part ways with
a foreign player is undoubtedly a
tough one for Simba SC, consid-
ering the collective success and
trust placed in these players by
Benchikha.

It reflects the intricate balance
between team dynamics and the
necessity to make strategic choic-

es for future accomplishments.

Simba SC’s management faces
the delicate task of ensuring that
the team maintains its competi-
tive edge while navigating the
complexities of player transfers.

Kramo’s situation serves as a
poignant reminder of the unpre-
dictable nature of sports careers,
where injuries can significantly
impact a player’s ability to con-
tribute to the team.

Simba SC’s commitment to
maintaining a high standard of
performance necessitates tough
decisions, ensuring that the team
remains a formidable force in
both national and international
competitions.

As the transfer decisions un-
fold, Simba SC fans anxiously
await updates on the team’s com-
position and strategic direction.

The dynamics of football trans-
fers, influenced by performance,
injuries, and team strategy, con-
tinue to shape the ever-evolving
landscape of Simba SC.

. F I eXi b I eS by David Chikoko
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