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Cameroonian migrant
turns saviour of others

By Guardian Reporter

RIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa

Pyesterday challenged industrial-

ists to come up with innovative

ways to market and promote locally

made products to attain market share in
available regional markets.

The premier affirmed that proper
marketing of locally made goods will
not only promote Tanzania as a leading
manufacturer in the region but also grab
already available market openings in
neighbouring countries.

The market size in the East African
Community (EAC) and the Southern Af-
rica Development Community (SADC) is
estimated at a population of around 500
million people, despite that consump-

The trade fair was
established to

build a platform
for stakeholders

to exchange ideas,
experience and
market Tanzania's
industrial products
to make Tanzanians
and non-Tanzanians
use them

DR Congo
facing world’s
worst food
crisis - FAO

ROME

NEARLY 22 million people in the
Democratic Republic of Congo
are facing acute food insecurity,
in a dramatic rise from last year,
a UN agency has warned.

“The number of people facing
acute food insecurity at crisis or
worse levels has dramatically
increased - from 15.6 million in
2019 to 21.8 million,” the UN'’s
Food and Agriculture Organisa-
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has a feel of shoes made in Tanzania - of Tanzanian leather - at one of the pavilions he visited shortly after
opening the Tanzania Industrial Products Exhibition at Mwalimu Nyerere grounds in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

Austrian firms map out
changing city economy

“They are here to survey investment op-
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prising 13 Austrian companies is in
Dodoma, eyeing investment opportu-
nities in transportation, agribusiness,
education, health and construction.

with the delegation, Dooma regional

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma ‘

AN EXECUTIVE delegation com-

Speaking soon after his meeting

They are here to survey
investment opportunities; we
got an opportunity to present
to them what we have to offer

portunities; we got an opportunity to pre-
sent to them what we have to offer and they
are impressed. We hope tangible ventures
and job opportunities will come out of this

visit,” he said.

The delegation expressed their compa- |
nies’ readiness to put their efforts to invest ||
in several potential areas which promises | 4

Commissioner Dr Binilith Mahenge
said that the potential investors were
presented with available opportu-
nities and going by their reaction,
they were enthralled by the scope of
choice.

and they are impressed. We
hope tangible ventures and
job opportunities will come
out of this visit

to bring positive impacts to Dodoma city, | @~ &= | ¢
he said, noting that the company executives | < "7 . | . ¢
have shown their commitment to invest in AD |
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Zanzibar activists want anti-GBV laws altered

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

GENDER rights activists in Zanzi-
bar are today set to start agitating
for review of seven laws that stand
in the way of justice in cases relat-
ing to gender-based violence (GBV),
which are rampant in Zanzibar but
with a low conviction rate.

Police reports say that from Janu-
ary 2019 to August 2020, a total of
821 cases of rape and defilement -
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were reported and taken
through the judicial process
but only four ended with a
conviction.

Isles activists have been at
work reading the texts of vari-
ous laws and pinned down
seven pieces of legislation that
they say need to be reviewed
as they hinder rather than aid
the victims’ quest for justice.

The meeting is part of this

year’s 16 Days of Activism
against Gender-Based Vio-
lence whose theme is ‘Orange
the World: Fund, Respond,
Prevent, Collect!
Organisations that form the
pressure group include the
Zanzibar office of the Tanza-
nia Media Women Association
(TAMWA), Zanzibar Female
Lawyers Association (ZAFE-
LA), Association of Women

Living with Disabilities in
Zanzibar (JUWAUZA), and the
Zanzibar Gender Coalition
(ZGC).

Briefing reporters here yes-
terday, the TAMWA director
for Zanzibar, Dr Mzuri Issa
(pictured) named the laws
they want reviewed as the Pe-
nal Code,

TURN TO Page2



Saturday 5 December 2020

wwwwwwwwwwwwww

NATIONAL NEWS

DR Congo facing world's
worst food crisis - FAQ

FROM PAGE 1

tion said in a report
published yesterday.

The organisation said
conflict and the effects of
the Covid-19 pandemic,
which have impacted food
prices and livelihoods,
have worsened the
problem.

“These factors are
exacerbating humanitarian
needs and the country is
now the world’s largest
food crisis,” the report
says.

The organisation also
cites “an economic
decline linked to currency
depreciation and drop in
GDP growth apart from
natural hazards such as
flooding, as contributing to
the crisis,

Most people affected by
the problem are in North
and South Kivu, lturi and
Kasai Central provinces,
which are also the most
conflict ridden zones in the
country.

The UN agency said the
situation is particularly
difficult for internally
displaced people and
returnees “who often
return to their area of
origin and find themselves
without the means to
resume their livelihoods.”
The FAO warns that with
the acute hunger, any
further disruption of food
supply chains will only
worsen human suffering
and hamper efforts to
address the problem.

As the DRC government
and the World Health
Organization had just
officially declared the end
of the largest Ebola virus
outbreak starting March
this year, the country

has declared a state of
emergency and several
urgent and essential

measures have been
put in place to prevent
the spread of COVID-19,
particularly in Kinshasa
- the epicenter of the
pandemic in the country.
The number of confirmed
cases continues to
increase with 20 out of
26 provinces affected
by COVID-19, the report
noted.
A new Ebola outbreak was
declared at the beginning
of June 2020 in Equateur
province. However,
thanks to the vaccination
campaign carried out, the
disease was contained
and no new cases were
reported since last month.
Thanks to funding received
in the framework of FAQO's
response plan to mitigate
the impact of COVID-19
on food security, the
organisation said it is
supporting smallholder
farmers in and around
Kinshasa to increase urban
and peri-urban agricultural
production to reduce
soaring food prices and
maintain food availability.
In addition, Germany has
contributed USD 54 million
for the implementation of
a joint FAO/United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)/
World Food Programme
(WFP) integrated resilience
building programme to
assist 280 000 people
in the Kivu provinces to
support food production,
conservation and
processing, and to enhance
social cohesion, nutrition,
and water, sanitation and
hygiene.
Funds from Norway have
also been received to
support joint FAO/WFP
resilience building efforts
in Tanganyika along with
funding from Sweden, the
agency indicated.

Austrian firms map out
changing city economy

FROM PAGE 1

infrastructure networks,
social services and technology.

He highlighted potential
areas to invest as including
hospitals, pharmaceutical and
medical equipment industry,
the automotive industry, edible
oils, livestock and leather sector,
food processing, real estate,
tourism and the leisure industry.

“Here in Dodoma we have
very few hospitals, there are
some services that if you miss
them at the Benjamin Mkapa
Hospital you have to move
from the region to seek them
out. Generally hospitals are few
but when you get investors like
these, we believe that we will get
reliable services. This includes
setting up  pharmaceutical
factories,” he said.

Among opportunities that
the investors are looking for is
transportation of mainly gas-
powered trains as this is cheaper
compared to the current fuel-
operated vehicles, and they
are similarly environmentally
unfriendly.

He welcomed other investors
around the world to come and
invest in various potential and
productive areas assuring them
of a conducive environment and
areliable market.

“Investors can also grab
potential ~ opportunities  in
grape farming as the region
has wide and fertile land
favouring its production,” the

RC noted.: “Grapes produced
in Dodoma are unique and its
taste is exceptional, so we can
also establish more processing
factories to add value to this
crop.”

Christian Fellner, Austria’s
permanent representative to
the East Africa Community said
his country was ready to share
with Tanzania the technological
progress it has made in multiple
sectors.

He said Austria is currently
importing flowers and consumer
goods, mostly agricultural
products, from Tanzania while
exporting machines and Red
Bull energy drink brands to the
country.

Fellner further said that the
nation is currently planning
to implement a green buses
project, using greenhouse gas
technology which is friendly to

the environment.
“These buses have
the potential to reduce

environmental pollution by
80 percent, but they are also
capable of carrying more people
than the rapid-buses. We expect
that a total of 100,000 drivers
and mechanical experts will
be trained thus increasing g
employment for the youth,” the
envoy affirmed.

John Simbachawene,
Tanzanian High Commissioner
to Kenya, commended the
delegation for choosing
Tanzania as one of their safe
places to invest.

Vice President Samia Suluhu Hassan speaks has an audience at her residence in Dodoma city yesterday with Judith Odunga (L) of the association of women
contractors, who led a delegation of the body’s members on a briefing mission to the VP.

Zanzibar activists want anti-GBV laws altered

FROM PAGE 1

Cap 7 of 2018, the Evidence Act,
No 6 0f 1982, the Criminal Procedure
Act, Nor 6 of 2018, the Children’s Act,
No 6 of 2011, the Education Act, No 6
0f1982, the Kadhi Courts Act, No 9 of
2017 and the Spinsters, Widows and
Female Divorcees Protection Act, No.

4 of 2005.

Dr Issa said the activists will

discuss various observations on
the laws and recommend on areas
of improvement, with intent to
help judiciary and prosecuting
authorities end GBV cases in the
islands, to improve the image of the

tourist haven.

“GBV cases are on the increase
but justice for the victims is elusive;
four convictions out of 821 cases is a
travesty,” the director intoned.

pandemic,

This year, the UN System’s 16
Days of Activism against Gender-
Based Violence activities, from 25
November to 10 December, is taking
place under acute circumstances.

As the world retreated inside
homes due to lockdown measures
introduced to curb the Covid-19
reports
alarming increase in the already
existing pandemic

and

showed an

of violence

against women.

“Accompanying the crisis has
been a spike in domestic violence
reporting, at exactly the time that
services, including rule of law, health

shelters, are being diverted

to address the pandemic,” stated
the UN Secretary-General’s report,
“Shared
Solidarity: Responding to the socio-
economic impacts of Covid-19.”

Responsibility,  Global
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Z_a:bnzibarrr%sident Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has an audience with other Muslim faithful shortly after Friday prayers at Shangani’s Istigaama Mosque in Zan-
zibar yesterday.

TanTrade Fair targeting key EAC, SADC markets

FROM PAGE 1

tion levels are still rela-
tively low.

The premier made these
observations at the opening
of the 5thTanzanian Indus-
trial Products Exhibition
in Dar es Salaam yesterday,
themed ‘Use Tanzanians
products, build Tanzania.
The exhibition is part of a
campaign to sensitize Tan-
zanians to use locally made
products to fuel production
and economic growth.

“The good thing is that we
have plenty of markets since
as we are bordering about
seven countries,” he said,
applauding the Tanzania

Trade Development Author-
ity (TanTrade) for organising
the exhibition.

The show will facilitate
openings for the country’s
products and create a plat-
form for manufactures to
share experience, the pre-
mier affirmed.

He said it will also allow
players in the industrial sec-
tor to share experience on
how best to market their
products within and outside
the country.

He further noted that the
government is working on
modalities to ensure that lo-
cally made products are sold
at reasonable prices, stating
that there was no reason for

such products to be sold at
high prices while all the raw
materials are sourced locally.

Prof Riziki Shemdoe, the
Permanent Secretary for
Trade and Industry, said
the trade fair was aimed at
ensuring that building an in-
dustrial economy was result
oriented and viable.

“The trade fair was estab-
lished to build a platform for
stakeholders to exchange
ideas, experience and mar-
ket Tanzania’s industrial
products to make Tanzani-
ans and non-Tanzanians use
them,” he specified.

“Business clinics will be
conducted from December
3 to 9 whereby institutions

overseeing the business and
production value chains will
answer questions from man-
ufactures,” he said.

TanTrade officials said
the exhibition is also aimed
at connecting manufactures
with other service providers.

The trade fair will be ac-
companied by various ac-
tivities such as a meeting be-
tween officials of the Trade
ministry, manufactures and
regulatory agencies set for
December 5 to deliberate on
challenges facing the busi-
ness community.

On December 6 there will
be a milk bonanza involving
a healthy walk and various
sporting activities, seeking

to sensitize more extensive
use of local milk products.

Various manufactures
from other countries will
participate, thus gauging

how Tanzania is progress-
ing with its industrialization
drive. The trade fair will be
followed by a business sym-
posium which will showcase
business opportunities in
the United Arab Emirates,
Dubai and Kuwait and will
be followed by person to
person meetings.

This year’s exhibition has
attracted 596 exhibitors
from the Mainland and Zan-
zibar, while 542 exhibitors
turned up last year, organiz-
ers noted.
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Tari plans to intensify soil and food crop at Mlingano centre

By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

TANZANIA Agriculture Research Institute
(TARI) has started implementing directives from
the Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa issued in
June, this year to improve working infrastructure
at TARI Mlingano centre in Tanga Region.

The improvements will involve making sure
that the centre’s soil lab gets accreditation.

TARI director general Dr Geoffrey Mkamilo
has already visited the TARI-Mlingano centre and
conducted qualitative and quantitative evalua-
tion of the main Soil Lab for action.

Once accredited, TARI-Mlingano will be com-
petent enough to carry out specific conform-
ity assessment tasks. The conformity assessment
tasks will include among other things, testing, in-
spection, and certification.

According to Dr Mkamilo, TARI-Mlingano will
be the first institution in the country to be ac-
credited and therefore meet a strict and recog-
nized set of international service and operational

standards.

“The importance of accreditation is that it cre-

ates a set of quality standards. I am so proud that
we have started implementing directives of the
Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa he issued on
june 1, 2020. Earlier on, The Premier visited TARI
Mlingano to see the progress of revamping the Si-
sal crop and directed that the Centre’s infrastruc-
tures should be refurbished,” he said.

“I have seen for the progress of the soil lab and
I promise to work on all the challenges facing the
lab so that it can meet international standards for
accreditation,” he added.

He said that once the Soil lab is accredited, soil
analysis from in and outside the country will be
conducted right at TARI Mlingano centre instead
of ferrying the soil samples abroad.

This means that once qualifies the soil analysis
that will be conducted at TARI-Mlingano centre
will have the same quality with that conducted in
any country such as South Africa, Nairobi, UK or
United States of America.

“In East Africa, it is only Kenya that has accred-
ited soil lab at ICRAF in Nairobi. Other surround-
ing countries in the region have no accredited
soil lab. So, once our Soil lab is accredited, these

all countries will bring soil samples here
for analysis. This means that Tanzania
will also be recognized internationally
as another country in East Africa that
has accredited soil lab ,” he said.

Besides accreditation of the soil Lab,
Dr. Mkamilo has also started working
on the Centre’s tissue culture lab. Ac-
cording to him, Tissue culture is im-
portant for production of disease-free,
high quality planting material and the
rapid production of many uniform
plants. This Plant tissue culture is also
an important technology for our centre
because we want to produce massively
and go commercial, he said.

Explaining the mandate of TARI-
Mlingano Centre, the Coordinator of
Research and Innovation Dr. Sibaway
Mwango said that the centre is mul-
tipurpose. He said the centre is con-
ducting several research and analysis
activities related to natural resource
management, soil and land use plan-

ning, fertilizer use technology. Citing an
example, he said that institution like
Tanzania Fertilizer Regulatory Au-
thority (TFRA), and many other local
and international companies depend
on the centre for Soil analysis and so-
lution.

“Almost all activities related to soil
analysis, land evaluation and land use
planning, and fertilizer recommen-
dations are being conducted here at
TARI-Mlingano centre. We support
many users of soil information. We
have also conducted sample analysis
for gympsum, and Lime,” he said.

Earlier on, explaining how the Soil
Lab works, Principal Agriculture Tech-
nician at TARI-Mlingano Michael Mad-
umba explain that through soil analy-
sis, the Centre has helped many small
holder farmers graduate from substance
to commercial. “When the farmer under-
stands the Soil and nutrients that is need-
ed for a particular crop, it becomes so

easier for him or her to grow successfully
a particular crop at that particular area.

“Our services are not confined only on
smallholder farmers. We are also con-
ducting natural resource management,
soil and land use planning and fertilizer
use technology for medium and large
scale farmers. For example, we are pro-
viding the service for tea, coffee and
sugar plantations in the country, he said.

He advised farmers to use the soil lab to
for increased productivity. “I advice the
farmers that the population is increas-
ing but the land is not. Therefore, when
they see the land is gradually becoming
unproductive, they should not abandon
the land, but rather, they should take the
soil samples to us so that we can provide
appropriate solution,” he said.

Madumba explained some of the
challenges facing the centre as shortage
of technician, need for capacity build-
ing, equipment, building renovation
and some chemicals.

Samwel Marko (2nd-R), TIB Development Bank’s planning and research manager, pictured yesterday briefing Dar es Salaam regional commis-
sioner Abubakar Kunenge (2nd-L, foreground) at the Tanzania Industrial Products Exhibition at Mwalimu Nyerere grounds in Dar es Salaam.
Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

Govt allocates 4bn/-toupgrade Jangwani valley infrastructure

By Guardian
Reporter

THE govern-
ment through
the Roads Fund
plans to allo-
cate 4bn/- for
improvement
and upgrading
of infrastructure
at the Jangwani
area in Ilala Dis-
trict, Dar es Sa-
laam.

The monies
will be allocated
as soon as the
cost verification
exercise is com-
pleted.

Speaking on
behalf of board
members of the
Road Fund, the
Chairman, Jo-
seph Haule said
the government
is  determined
to end the in-
frastructures
challenges  at
the  Jangwani
creek along the
Msimbazi basin,
insisting the job
will be done and
completed Dbe-
fore the coming
rain season.

The Msimbazi
River pours its
water into the

Indian  Ocean
through the Sea-
lander  Bridge.

This water is
poured into the
sea after the wa-
ter travels a long
way,  Crossing
the wvalley that
connects the
three districts of
Kinondoni, Ilala
and Kisarawe.
“We have seen
the situation by

ourselves, the problem requires immediate

The board chairman noted that the area

Kalambo DC warns over farm inputs price hike

By Guardian Correspond-

government will not hesitate to take stringent measures to

anyone violating the rules by selling the agricultural inputs at

ent, Sumbawanga

higher prices. He said since the government gears to build an

industrialized nation, it was important that framers produce

THE government has
warned some dishon-
est traders in Kalambo
District, Rukwa Region
who have been sup-
plying and selling farm
inputs at higher prices
contrary to the gov-
ernment’s  indicative
prices.

The warning came
after some farmers
complained of high
prices of agricultural
inputs including fer-
tilizer which is now
sold at 71,000/- per
50kg bag contrary to
the indicative price of
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“As farming season has taken off, traders shouldn’t use it as
an opportunity to earn double profits from the inputs, farm-
ers are now struggling to ensure that they get enough inputs
to fulfill their cultivation plans, so hiking price of the essential
commodity including fertilizer affects the farmers and this
will not be tolerated,” Misungwi said.

James Simzosha, one of the farmers in the district urged
the government to come up with strong measures because
the problem has been there in every farming season.
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response and this is why we are here today.
We visited the area so as to see the real situ-
ation and suggest a permanent solution,”
said Haule.

The Jangwani section of the Morogoro
road has been a nuisance whenever it rains
resulting in closure of the particular road
section.

In addition, Mr. Haule clarified that the
problem is really serious, the canal is shal-
low and the two large canals are complete-
ly closed.

has a poor drainage system while the two
existing culverts have been damaged. He
added that upgrading of the infrastruc-
tures is meant to ensure the road remains
passable throughout the year.

Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of
Works, Transport and Communications
in charge of the Construction Sector, Arch.
Elius Mwakalinga said that the government
through his ministry has prepared a long-
term strategy on infrastructure develop-
ment.

UNHCR

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Haut Commissariat des Nations Unies pour les réfugiés

Relief to Development Society (REDESO) is a National

L IN LOVING MEMORY
; ' 10th YEAR ANNIVERSARY

JULIANA MASIONILA ALLY SAIDI

(28th FEBRUARY 1968-04th DECEMBER 2010)

TODAY MARKS 10 YEARS SINCE THE DAY YOU SUDDENLY LEFT US.A
DEEP SENSE OF LOSS STILL REMAIN ON OUR HEARTS, THE GAP YOU
LEFT ONLY FILLED BY FOND MEMORIES,MISSING YOU COMES IN
WAKES,AT TIMES TOO MUCH TO BEAR.

WE MISS  YOUR FRIENDSHIPINCREDIBLE
HUMOUR,GENEROSITY,LOVE,WISDOM,VISION
GUIDANCE.WE MISS YOU SO MUCH MASIONILA.

SENSE
AND

OF
YOUR

YOU WERE ALWAYS KIND,CARING,UNDERSTANDING AND
INSPIRATIONAL TO US. YOU WERE GIFT TO ALL WORLDS AND
BROUGHT JOY TO EVERYONE AND LIFE HAS NEVER BEEN THE
SAME EVER SINCE YOU HAVE GONE.

“INDEED GOOD WOMEN MUST DIE AND A GOOD WOMAN
YOU WERE MASIONILA" BUT DEATH CANNOT KILL THEIR
LEGACY,DREAMS,NAMES,IDEAS AND VISIONS.

DEARLY MISSED AND
HUSBAND,SON  BRIAN,EXTENDED
FRIENDS.

FAMILIES,RELATIVES ~ AND

"THOSE WHO TRUST IN ALLAH NEVER LOSE HOPE FOR WE
SHALL MEET AGAIN” :

FONDLY REMEMBERED BY YOUR _-

as indicated below:

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR SUPPLIER AND DELIVERY OF
GOODS AND SERVICES PROVIDERS

5" DECEMBER, 2020

As part of preparations for implementation of the project with effective provision of services to Persons of Concern (PoC) in 2021,
REDESO would like to invite applications for pre- qualification from well-established eligible and credible suppliers (Applicants)
tender for supplying goods and services. The applicant should submit proposal for bid under competitive bidding procedures.

This pre-qualification is for 10 independent items, suppliers may apply for specific and pre-qualification will be on specific item

Quantity

Non — Governmental Organization (NNGO) whose vision is “A
Community where refugees and other vulnerable people have access to equal opportunities”. In partnership with UNHCR,
is implementing the project titled “Assistance to Refugees and Asylum Seekers in Camps and Urban Areas”. Part of the
funds allocated to this project is intended to be spent in procurement of various goods and services.

1. Tender for suppliers of Stationery and consumables. 1
2. Tender for provision of Physical Security Services. 1
3. Tender for servicing office equiptment i.e Printers, Photocopies, Computers,

Scanners, UPS, Generators and Air Conditioners

Tender for provision of Vehicle Maintenance and Repair.

Tender for provision of accommodation (Guest House) to Persons of Concern (Refugees).

Tender for provision of Drugs and Medical Products.

Tender for Provision of Internet and Network Support.

Tender for Provision of Airtime Vouchers and Electricity

Tender for Provision of Travel Services

2lolo|N ool s

0. Tender for Provision of Internet Services (Fiber)

alalalalalwl=ala

or any tender whatsoever.

2020, 16:30 Hours.

The selection and final shortlisting of the suppliers/providers will be conducted through selection procedures specified in the
REDESO Procurement Policy and Procedures.

THE FOLLOWING WILL BE THE SHORTLISTING CRITERIA
1. Possession of valid business licence, professional certificate or dealership certification.
2. Presentation of legal certificate of incorporation, business registration, TIN, VAT.
3. Company profile indicating; interalia physical location with a valid Right of Occupancy of office premises or Lease contract

which may be inspected for verification.

4. A minimum of 3 good customers recommendation letters.
5. List of Directors, declaration of conflict of interest with REDESO or UNHCR and any other relevant information.
6. Indicate the appropriate Price Schedule and or price list.

REDESO is not bound to give reasons for acceptance or rejection of any tender and it is not bound to accept the lowest bider

Applications should be addressed to the Tender Opening Committee through the address below not later than 215 December,

Tender Opening Committee

Relief to Development Society (REDESO),

Head Office,
P.o.Box 2621, Dar es Salaam

Kinondoni B Urambo-Street- Plot No. 40

Block No. KIN/KNM/96
Tel/Fax : +255 22 2666725

Mob: +255 717 037311 or 0768 519 606
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Zanzibar Second Vice President Hemed Suleiman Abdulla (R) makes remarks during a tour of the Zanzibar AIDS Commission offices yesterday. Photo:

ZsVPO

By Guardian Reporter

THE Japan International Coop-
eration Agency—JICA Alumni Asso-
ciation of Tanzania (JATA) is today
conducting a seminar to create
awareness amongst the people on
the likely socio-economic impacts of
Covid-19 on livelihoods at individual
and household levels.

The seminar is also expected to as-
sess the impact of the pandemic on
the small-scale entrepreneurships
in the sustainable development of
Zanzibar.

A statement by JICA states that
participants will visit a small scale
water facility and an industrial estab-
lishment to ascertaining how such
facilities have been affected by the
global pandemic.

There will also be presentation on
key sectors facing risks as a result of
the Covid-19 global pandemic. The
sectors to be discussed include tour-
ism, transportation, agriculture, and
wholesale trade.

Other topics are how Zanzibar can
participate in the economic recovery
program during and after the global
pandemic, impact of the global pan-
demic as a health crisis and its threat

JICA alumni association starts
conduct awareness training

on the social, economic and political
aspects for the next few years, and
creation of awareness to key stake-
holders on specific measures to be
taken in the prevention and control
of the global pandemic.

The event is one of the activities
which are organized by JATA, and is
open to all members of the Associa-
tion. Earlier this year, JATA managed
to hold other equally interesting ac-
tivities, including a visit to a factory
owned by a JICA ex-participant in
addition to scheduled visits to some
projects being implemented by JICA.

JATA is an association which
brings together all ex-participants
who had opportunity to study in Ja-
pan or in other countries under the
sponsorship of JICA, which is the im-
plementing agency of Japan’s Official
Development Assistance (ODA).

The event is one of
the activities which
are organized by
JATA, and is open
to all members of
the Association

UNICEF emergency funding to reach over 190 million children in 249 countries

By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) has
issued the largest ever emer-
gency funding appeal for $
6.4 billion to reach 300 mil-
lion people, including more
than 190 million children
with essential support and
services in 2021.

The appeal is a 35 percent
increase over funds request-
ed this year, and a reflection
of expanding humanitarian
needs globally amidst pro-
tracted crises and the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

UNICEF Executive Director
Henrietta Fore said: “When a
devastating pandemic coin-
cides with conflict, climate
change, disaster and dis-
placement, the consequenc-
es for children can be cata-
strophic.”

She said the world is today
facing a child rights emer-
gency in which Covid-19 and
other crises are combining
to deprive children of their
health and wellbeing.

“This unprecedented situ-
ation demands a similarly
unprecedented response. We
are urging our donors to join

us so that together we can
help the world’s children get
through this darkest of times
and prevent a lost genera-
tion,” said Fore.

The Covid-19 pandemic
continues to wreak havoc on
the lives of children, particu-
larly the most vulnerable.

Routine immunization
services for children have
been disrupted in more than
60 countries, while nearly a
quarter of a billion students
worldwide are still affected
by Covid-19 school closures.

She was concerned that
economic instability is dis-

rupting essential services
and making it harder for
families to make ends meet
and increasing the risk of
domestic and gender-based
violence.

As part of its humani-
tarian action for children,
UNICEF plans to reach 149
million women and girls and
7.4 million children with dis-
abilities, 6.3 million children
with treatment for severe
acute malnutrition, 27.4 mil-
lion children with measles
vaccinations, 45 million peo-
ple with access to safe water
for drinking, cooking and

personal hygiene and 19.2
million children and car-
egivers with access to men-
tal health and psychosocial
support.

Beneficiaries of the fund-
ing appeal will include 17
million children and women
with access to gender-based
violence risk mitigation, pre-
vention or response inter-
ventions, and 93.3 million
children with formal or non-
formal education, including
early learning and 9.6 mil-
lion households with cash
assistance.

As part of its response to

Covid-19, UNICEF is putting
its massive supply and pro-
curement operation behind
rolling out a Covid-19 vac-
cine, with a focus on equity
toreach the most vulnerable
children and families.

The works include coordi-
nating with major global air-
lines and freight providers
to step up efforts to deliver
vaccines to more than 92
countries around the world
as soon as vaccines become
available.

The agency is also co-lead-
ing efforts to help govern-
ments’ readiness to deploy

the vaccines.

The number of climate-
related disasters has tripled
in the last 30 years, threaten-
ing food security, increasing
water scarcity, forcing peo-
ple from their homes and
increasing the risk of conflict
and public health emergen-
cies.

An estimated 36 million
children, more than ever
before, are living in displace-
ment due to conflict, vio-
lence and disaster. Malnutri-
tion among children is on the
rise in countries around the
world.

Commission commends govt
for promoting human rights

“Such bad cultures make them feel
neglected, unable to do things right
fully and that they have no contribu-
tion at family and national levels,”
said the retired judge.

The retired judge said this year’s
theme “Building Back Better: towards
a disability -inclusive, accessible and
sustainable post COVID-19 World”, call-
ing on Tanzanians to have the habit of
going for health checkup regularly in
effort to realize ant early signs of disa-
bilities, and seek immediate treatment.

On the other hand, he called on the
government to effective engage vari-
ous experts in providing public edu-
cation invisible disabilities that could
have serious effects personal, family,
community and national levels.

He also pledges the commission’s
commitment to ensure that rights
of people with disabilities are pro-
tected, defended and upheld all the

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

COMMISSION for Human Rights
and Good Governance (CHRAGG) has
applauded the government’s efforts
to ensure people with disabilities in
the county have equal rights and op-
portunities like other people.

In a statement to mark the Interna-
tional Day of the Disabled Persons,
the Commission Chairman Judge
(retired) Mathew Mwaimu said both
Union and the Zanzibar governments
have serious measures aimed at in-
stilling equality among people with

disabilities.

However, he noted that such people
are still faced with a lot of challenges
in different sectors like education,
health, employment, discrimination

and mistreatment.

“The commission appeals to the
government to continue with the ef-
forts to have in place conducive envi-
ronment for people with disabilities,”

he said.

While acknowledging there are dif-
ferent forms of disabilities, both vis-
ible and invisible, Judge Mwaimu also
appealed to families and society at
large to protect people with disabili-
ties and help provide for their rights.

He also called on the public to shun
away from poor traditions, customs
and beliefs that discourage people
with disabilities from participation in

public matters

times.

every year.

ties.

The CHRAGG boss noted that the
International Day of Persons with
Disabilities is an international obser-
vance promoted by the United Na-
tions (UN) since 1992 in its resolution
47/3. 1t is marked on 3rd December

He stated that the observation of
the day aims to promote an under-
standing of disabilities and mobilize
support for the dignity, rights and
well-being of persons with disabili-

Retired Judge Dr Fauz Twaib cuts the ribbon at a pofessional diversity confe.i;ence-cum-exhibition organised by:the Tanganka Law Soci-
ety in Arusha city on Thursday to launch a legal aid publication. Right is TLS president Dr Rugemeleza Nshala. Photo: Correspondent Woinde
Shizza

Mtwara cooperative to grow 50,000 quality cashew seedlings

By Guardian Correspondent, Mtwara

THE Masasi and Mtwara Cooperative Union
(MAMCU) is in the 2020/2021 farming season plan-
ning to grow 50,000 quality cashew seedlings and
distribute them to farmers with an aim of increas-
ing production and the value of the crop in the in-
ternational market.

MAMCU manager for Masasi branch Joseph
Mmole made the remarks yesterday during the
meeting that brought together agriculture stake-
holders to discuss a special strategy aimed to in-
crease production of food and commercial crops in

the district.

The strategy was launched by the Masasi District
Council but calls for joint efforts from farmers and
other stakeholders to achieve its goals.

Mmole said apart from distributing the cashew
seedlings to farmers, MAMCU will also educate
them on how to take care of the seedlings for them
to last long and produce more cashews.

“If the cashew seedlings are well planted, germi-
nated and start producing cashews, farmers will
benefit heavily by harvesting quality cashews and
thus improve their income,” he said.

He further said that the cooperative union also

aims to establish more cashew farmers which will be
used to provide special training to farmers and enable
them to have enough and essential skills on how to
practice cashew farming for more yields.

He also said that farmers groups will also be formed
and they will undergo capacity building to ensure that
they are well fed to embark on modern farming of vari-
ous crops including cashew, sesame and others.

“All these efforts are aimed to lure more young
people to the agriculture sector, majority of the youth
have been spending hours in streets doing nothing
while the district has plenty of fertile land for agricul-
ture, we have to ensure that we encourage this group

to engage in smart farming for their development,” he
added.

He said that investing in new cashew plantations as
well as providing timely extension services will double
productivity and contribute immensely to the coun-
try’s economic growth.

Mmole said that MAMCU serves a total of 154 coop-
erative unions in Masasi, Mtwara and Nanyumbu dis-
tricts.

In his remarks, Masasi District Commissioner Selem-
ani Mzee commended MAMCU for having strong strat-
egies which are meant to revive and improve cashew
production in the Southern region.
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Co-operation with people with disabilities vital - PM

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim
Majaliwa has called upon
employers in the country to
be ready to receive and co-
operate with people with
disabilities (PWDs) for them
to take part in various activi-
ties in accordance with the
Employment and Labour Re-
lations Act.

The Premier also directed

employers to make sure they
comply with The Occupa-
tional Health and Safety Act,
2003 by registering their
workplaces, the thing that
will facilitate regular inspec-
tions by relevant authori-
ties including Occupational
Safety and Health Authority
(OSHA). OSHA is responsi-
ble for ensuring the safety
of workers as well protecting
employer’s investments.

Majaliwa made the call on
Thursday at the 60th anni-
versary of the Association of
Tanzania Employers (ATE) in
Dar es Salaam.

He said the government
was aware of the impor-
tance of ensuring economic
growth for all the citizens in-
cluding people with disabili-
ties. He commended ATE for
implementing a project that
aims at improving the health

of people with disabilities in
collaboration with an NGO
(CEFA) based in Dar es Sa-
laam and Comprehensive
Community Based Rehabili-
tation in Tanzania (CCBRT)
to uplift the livelihoods
of people with disabilities
(PWD).

According to the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
(ILO), people with disabili-
ties comprise of an estimat-

ed one billion, or 15 per cent,
of the world’s population
where 80 per cent were of
working age.

The PM also instructed
employers to consider time-
ly submission of employees’
monthly contribution to so-
cial security funds since the
delays have resulted into
most of the senior citizens
struggling to get their mon-
ies after retirement. He not-

ed that delayed submission
of employees’ contributions
causes suffering and incon-
venience to retirees.

The Prime Minister in-
sisted on employers to in-
vest in skills development to
strengthen the capacity of
middle class workers as well
as ensuring a good human re-
source management because
the two are crucial towards
realization of the country’s

economic growth.

“Issues of skills develop-
ment are also highlighted in
the National Development
Vision 2025. The government
has now completed imple-
mentation of the first phase
of the Five Year National De-
velopment Plan and is now
implementing the second
phase which aims to increase
the number of skilled peo-
ple,” asserted the Premier.

Mtwara Region inaugurates sustainable
agriculture and food security programme

By Guardian Correspondent, Masasi

AUTHORITIES in Masasi District, Mt-
wara Region have embarked on a spe-
cial operation aimed to lure more resi-
dents to engage in farming activities so
as to increase production of food and
cash crops to ensure food security.

The strategy was launched yester-
day here at a special meeting that
brought together various agricultural
stakeholders to discuss how they are
going to utilize the agricultural poten-
tial available in the agriculture sector.

Officiating the meeting Masasi Dis-
trict Commissioner, Seleman Mzee
said the new strategy will involve pro-
moting the use of available fertile land
in the district.

He said that the launch of the strat-
egy is the implementation of the re-
gional directive that wants all districts
to come up with special plans to in-
crease production of both food and
commercial crops.

“Masasi district is well prepared to
ensure that we increase food security
in our area, this will help make every
household to have enough food. So
every farmer and stakeholders should
work to contribute to achieve this
plan,” he said.

Mzee said through the strategy, au-
thorities and stakeholders in Masasi
will spend much of their time edu-
cating and encouraging residents
to engage in farming which include
cleaning abandoned jungles that are
suitable for agriculture.

UN: Second locust invasion
expected in Kenya this week

According to him, there is still a
huge area of land suitable for agri-
culture which is yet to be exploited
fully, so attracting young people to
take over the land for agriculture will
help increase food security but also
improve household income.

Mzee said that if the forests that
have been implemented become
used for agriculture, Masasi will be
more productive and even the food in
the household will be of a satisfactory
standard.

“We have a lot of forests here that
need people to clean them and carry
out agriculture, a number of young
people have been staying idle in
street groups doing nothing, so these
youths should be educated on the
importance of engaging in smart ag-
riculture for their development,” he
said.

Reinfred Tamba, the District’s agri-
culture officer said the first step will
involve forming forest mobilization
committees, which will be at ward
and district level.

He said one of the responsibilities
of the committees will be to identify
all abandoned farms including cash-
ew plantations especially the infertile
and aging cashew fields.

“The abandoned forest farms will
be distributed to young people and
the public in general so as to be used
in agriculture, we are really mulled to
make huge changes in our district, all
these initiatives further help reduce
poverty among our people,” he added.
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa exchanges greetings with National Council for People Living with HIV (NACOPHA) chairperson Leticia
Mourice (L) during the commemoration of World AIDS Day (December 1) held at national level in Moshi municipality. With them is Dorothy
Mwaluko, Permanent Secretary in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Coordination and Parliament). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

MINISTRY OF WORKS, TRANSPORT
AND COMMUNICATION

By Agatha Ngotho

NEW swarms of locusts will
start invading counties border-
ing Somali and Ethiopia this
week and will intensify by Janu-
ary.

The United Nations-Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
has said in a tweet that swarms
will start to form this week from
substantial breeding in eastern
Ethiopia and central Somalia.

Dr Kasina Muo, the Entomo-
logical Society of Kenya chair-
man said the desert locusts
were first reported in Kenya in

December 2019 and a second
invasion is happening again in
December 2020.

He said immature swarms will
start to form this week and in-
crease during the remainder of
December and into January.

“Those in Somalia and Ethio-
pia are laying eggs and they may
start hatching any time, and
will start invading Kenya in the
next two to three weeks. Swarms
landed in Kenya during the same
period last year so we should ex-
pect another busy month to con-
trol the locusts,” he said.

According to the desert locust

watch released on Thursday, in-
tense swarm invasion of Kenya is
likely to start from mid-Decem-
ber onwards.

FAO confirmed that succes-
sive waves of immature swarms
are expected to migrate south
to southeastern Ethiopia and
southern Somalia, and invade
northeast Kenya and spread to
northern and central counties.

“Intensive survey and con-
trol operations should be main-
tained in Ethiopia and Somalia
while extreme vigilance and
preparedness are required in
Kenya,” said FAO.

Mbeya police records successes
in fighting gender-based violence

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

AS partners around the world mark the 16 days of
activism against gender based violence (GBV), police
in Mbeya Region have highlighted a number of suc-
cesses recorded in fighting various forms of violence
whereas convicts of three rape cases which were
logged at different courts have been jailed in accord-
ance with the laws.

Regional Police Commander, Ulrich Matei told
journalists on Tuesday that police officers have ar-
rested suspects of various GBV cases in between
January and November this year.

He said police arrested James Pondo (27) a resi-
dent of Chunya District on February 5th this year for
allegedly defiling a 10-year boy. He said the suspect
has been sentenced to 30 years in jail.

PRC Matei said that the court has also jailed for 30
years, a 21 years old man-Said Mrisho, a resident of
Chunya District who was arrested on March 20th,
2020 after he was found guilty of raping a seven-year
girl. He said that Fadhil Mwambapa (28) from Chun-
ya District was also sentenced to 30 years in jail after
raping a 13 -year girl.

“We have done a lot in combating GBV this year,
we have allocated police officers in every ward to en-
sure each of the incidents are reported. We are deter-
mined to end all forms of violence especially those
committed against girls and women”, said the RPC.

This year’s local campaign theme is ‘End Gender
Based Violence—Change Begins with Me’

The global theme is ‘Orange the World: Fund, Re-
spond, Prevent, Collect’, highlighting the increased
need to address violence against women and pro-
vide essential services for survivors.

The government is implementing the National
Plan of Action to end Violence against Women and
Children (NPA-VAWC) 2017/2018-2021/2022 which
aims to cut violence against women and children in
half by 2022.

NPA-VAWC is part of implementation of The Wom-
en and Gender Development Policy (2000), The Na-
tional Strategy for Gender Development 2005, Child
Development Policy of 2008 and Law of the Child

Act of 2009.

We have done a lot in combating
GBYV this year, we have allocated
police officers in every ward to
ensure each of the incidents are
reported. We are determined to

end all forms of violence especially

those committed against girls and
women

TANZANIA COMMUNICATIONS
REGULATORY AUTHORITY

1SO 9001:2015 CERTIFIED

PUBLIC NOTICE
JOB VACANCY AT THE COMMUNICATIONS REGULATORS'

ASSOCIATION OF SOUTHERN AFRICA (CRASA) IN
GABORONE BOTSWANA

The Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority (TCRA) is a member of The
Communications Regulators’ Association of Southern Africa (CRASA) based in
GABORONE BOTSWANA.

TCRA wishes to inform the general public that CRASA invites applications from suitably
qualified Tanzanians to fill the vacant post of Executive Secretary available at the
CRASA Headquarters.

All Applications will have to be submitted to TCRA for shortlisting and only three (3)
applicants will be submitted to CRASA Headquarters for further consideration.

The Job advertisement with details on duties, responsibilities and qualifications can be
accessed in TCRA website https://www.tcra.go.tz/vacancies.

Issued by:

Director General,
Tanzania Communications Regulatory Authority,
Mawasiliano Towers,
20 Sam Nujoma Road,
P.0 Box 474,
14414, DAR ES SALAAM.
Email: dg@tcra.go.tz
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PS calls upon institute to
help beekeepers do better

By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

NATURAL Resources and Tourism min-
istry Permanent Secretary Dr Aloyce Nzu-
ki has challenged the Beekeeping Training
Institute in Tabora Region to start provid-
ing training to beekeepers to ensure qual-
ity honey production.

He was concerned that with the train-
ing, beekeepers in the region are likely to
reap more as we produce quality honey
that can compete in local and internation-
al markets.

Tanzania has the potential to produce
over 100,000 tonnes of honey per year but
currently produces slightly over 50,000
tonnes, according to the Tanzania Forest
Service (TFS).

Speaking at the institutes’ 9th gradu-
ation ceremony yesterday, Dr Nzuki as-
serted that most of the beekeepers in the
country have yet adopted the new skills,
hence poor honey production.

“We need to train our beekeepers to
improve the quality and quantity of pro-
duced honey. The institute must continue
to provide training to stakeholders to en-
hance production”, he noted.

The PS noted that Beekeeping Training
Institute-Tabora is responsible for provi-
sion of training to villagers engaging in
beekeeping across the region. He added
that an improved beekeeping sector would
help the government towards realization
of its industrialization drive.

He urged the graduates to use the ac-
quired skills to look for opportunities in
the livestock sub-sector since the country
has a huge forest land which is suitable for
the business.

Tanzania has a total land of 945,203 sq
km where 4.53 per cent is arable and 6.2

percent is water. The forest cover of Tanza-
nia is 38.8 million ha which is 39 per cent
of the land cover.

Tabora Regional Administrative Secre-
tary, Msalika Makungu called upon the
graduates to form groups to be able to ac-
cess loans from their respective districts.
He said it is through groups they can estab-
lish big projects and provide jobs to other
young Tanzanians.

“Venturing into beekeeping business
would save you from the unemployment
challenge and improve your welfare ac-
cordingly”, he added noting that a total of
178 students have graduated from various
courses.

According to the Tanzania Honey Coun-
cil (THC) beekeeping can be practiced
countrywide although production poten-
tial varies from one location to the other.

The sector employs about 2 million
people and generates about US $ 2 million
p.a. It also helps in bio-diversity and in in-
creasing agricultural production through
pollination.

Data from THC indicates that the coun-
try’s production potential is huge having
about 38.8 million ha of forests and wood-
lands ideal for beekeeping. Utilization of
this potential is only about 7 per cent.

Several policies which affect beekeep-
ing in Tanzania include the National Bee-
keeping Policy (NBP) which was formulat-
ed in 1998 with the purpose of enhancing
the sector’s economic contribution
and management of natural resources
through active participation of all stake-
holders.

Two instruments have been putin place
to effect its implementation; The National
Beekeeping Programme 2001-2010 and the
Beekeeping Act No. 15 of 2002.
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AMEND project official George Malekela shows Tanga city bodaboda operators various types of helmets on Thursday. He had just
taken the motorbike taxi operators through basic training and presented protective equipment to 40 of them. Photo: Correspon-
dent Boniface Gideon

‘Seeds for the Future’ programme enhances ICT skills for Tanzania’s university students

By Guardian Reporter and
Agencies

THE government has com-
mended Huawei’s “Seeds for
the Future” program, saying
the program is improving
the quality of ICT education
for university students in the
East African nation.

Jim Yonazi, the Deputy
Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Works, Transport
and Communications, said
on Monday that Huawei’s
“Seeds for the Future” pro-
gram enhanced the quality of
ICT education, subsequently

increasing employability
skills of university students in
Tanzania.

“These are commendable
efforts for the betterment of
youths in Tanzania,” he said
at the opening ceremony of
the fifth season of the “Seeds
for the Future” program that
was conducted online.

Yonazi encouraged the re-
cipients of the program to
share the experience gained
with their colleagues in order
to advance and sharpen the
ICT knowledge they have ac-
quired.

“I congratulate all the stu-
dents who have taken part

in the ‘Seeds for the Future’
program this year. I advise
them to use this opportunity
appropriately to develop and
further their knowledge and
gain practical experiences in
ICT,” he said.

Frank Zhou, Huawei Tan-
zania’s managing director,
highlighted Huawei’s plans
of enabling Tanzania to cope
with technology demands
that come with the dynamics
in the digital space.

“We understand that digi-
tal development requires an
important,  economy-wide
program to equip Tanzania
for the future. In this new era,

ICT skills will be necessary
for society, for organizations,
and even more important for
young people. That is why we
have deeply invested in sev-
eral initiatives especially lo-
cal talent development,” said
Zhou.

He said this year, in order to
reach more talents in Tanza-
nia, the “Seeds for the Future”
program will be done through
an online platform so that it
can accommodate more stu-
dents from different regions
and facilitate the participa-
tion of students with special
needs.

Zhou said compared with

previous years, Huawei is able
to increase the number of
training opportunities from
10 to 47 students.

“I am very proud to an-
nounce some of them are
female,” he said. “And 1 want
to encourage more young stu-
dents attending the course to
look at and pursue careers in
the telecom space,” he added.

Leonard Akwilapo, the Per-
manent Secretary in the Min-
istry of Education, Science
and Technology, commended
Huaweis “Seeds for the Fu-
ture” program and its role in
enabling employability skills.

Akwilapo added that the

program initiatives are acting
as a bridge that fills the gap
between theoretical learning
and practical requirements in
the job market.

Yuan Lin, the Economic and
Commercial Counsellor of the
Chinese Embassy in Tanza-
nia, commended Huawei for
setting a good example in the
development of ICT talents in
Tanzania by building the ca-
pacity of young undergradu-
ates who will be the driving
force behind Tanzania’s ICT
transformation in the near
future.

Yuan said the Chinese em-
bassy in Tanzania will encour-

age other Chinese companies
to undertake such initiatives
to help train professional
technicians who stand at the
center of realizing Tanzania’s
goals of industrialization and
becoming a middle-income
country.

In Tanzania, Huawei’s
“Seeds for the Future” pro-
gram was launched in 2016
under the support of the
Prime Minister’s office and
the Ministry of Education,
Science and Technology.

Initially, the program in-
volved four universities when
it was launched and now it
covers seven universities.

Mission hospital raises concern over
state of waste management dumpsite

matter to relevant authorities but no ac-
tion has been taken.

“We call for immediate removal of the
garbage so that people can access health
services at our facility. The dump has
been full since last year and no tangible
action has been taken,” she said.

According to her the number of pa-
tients seeking medical service at the
facility has also dropped tremendously.
She said previously, the hospital was re-
ceiving 200 patients per month.

Kimario said they have reported the
matter to the National Environment
Management Council (NEMC) and to the
management of the dump site in Ilala
District, but they are yet to be assisted.

The 65 hectares Pugu dump site han-
dles 5,000 tonnes of waste per day.

Richard Kichehere, Pugu dump site
manager said they have hired a contrac-
tor to remove the wastes blocking the

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

PUGU based Analda Maga mission
hospital has raised concerns over poor
waste management at the Pugu dump
site, a situation which affects the facil-
ity’s services provision and poses health
risks to people surrounding the area.

The dump site is a meter away from
the mission hospital whereas currently
there is a heap of wastes comprising of
plastics and other solid wastes being left

unattended for some time.

The residents have called upon the
management of the dumpsite to make
immediate measures to address the

problem.

The hospital manager Concordia Kima-
rio told this paper that the piled wastes
have blocked the main road to the hos-
pital causing inconveniences to patients
as well as health care service providers.

“The situation is worse; the wastes
have blocked the road to the hospital.
Residents are also in a danger of con-
tracting diseases.” Said Kimario noting
the situation becomes worse when it

rains.

Kimario said they have reported the

road.

“The contractor has already started re-
moving the wastes, the road to the hos-
pital will be opened in coming days,” he
said adding the contractor has delayed
to complete the job due to the recent
rains which disrupted infrastructures.
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Rombo district executive director Godwin Chaha (C) speaks at an International Day of P
Thursday. Others are officials with the Tanzania Association of the Physically Handicapped in the district. Photo: Correspondent James
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NGO teams up with TARI to boost agricultural cash crops productivity

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Chamwino

CHAMWINO non- governmental organisa-
tion network (CHANGONET) is collaborating
with the local government and Tanzania Ag-
riculture Research Institute (TARI) to boost
agricultural crops productivity and availabil-

ity.

The move is meant to free villagers in the
district from being hit by famine and reduce

poverty.

The robust initiative targets to empower
the farmers to adopt improved seeds, bet-
ter agronomic practices and other key agro

- technologies.

The district is among famine and malnu-
trition prone districts in the country due to
diverse factors including climate change.

CHANGONET Director, Elizabeth Msuya,
told this paper that most farmers in the area

are still using poor recycled crop seeds and
that they do not have access to key extension
services.

Targeting to reach at least 90 per cent of
farmers within the District, Msuya said the
move will facilitate farmers to meet with
high profile agro experts from TARI to re-
ceive vital agronomic awareness.

The program also aims to push for soil test-
ing to exactly detect types of drought - resist-

farming of cash crops.

ance crops that are flourishing in the District.

“We have also realised the need to educate
farmers on application of recommended
pesticide to enable them mitigating effects
of climate changes,” she expressed adding
that efforts will be directed to educate and
sensitize farmers to embark on commercial

Msuya added: “We want to assist house-
holds in the District to improve their liveli-

hoods through production of diverse cash
crops. We will also connect them to markets.”

According to her, local government offi-
cials will be responsible to ensure extension
officers reach all the farmers across the Dis-
trict. She said local government officials will
also be trained on key agronomic practices,

the knowledge that will be transferred to

farmers in their respective areas.
Chamwino District has for years experi-
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By Guardian Correspondent and Agencies

ANGOLAS ambassador to Tanza-
nia Sandri De Oliveira has revealed
his government’s plan to build a
trans-African railway corridor be-
tween the ports of Dar es Salaam in
the east of the continent and Lobito
in the west.

De Oliveira was speaking in Dar es
Salaam recently at an event to mark
the 45th anniversary of Angola’s in-
dependence from Portugal.

He said the railway corridor would
connect the two countries through
Zambia, allowing for the transit of
goods from markets in America, Asia
and Europe.

The project would involve build-
ing a narrow-gauge (1,067mm) rail-
way between Lobito in Angola to
the Zambian border. The line would
then be extended through Zambia
as far as the central town of Kapiri
Mposhi.

This is the western terminus of the
Tanzania-Zambia Railway line, built
by the Chinese in the 1970s.

The ambassador commented: “In
order to have the railway link with
Tanzania, the Angolan government

Angola floats plan to build trans-
Africa rail link through Tanzania

into Zambia that would further link
to the 1,860 km Tanzania-Zambia
Railway.”

He added that Angola was count-
ing on “Tanzania’s collaboration in
this effort”.

At present, Angola’s economy de-
pends overwhelmingly on exports
to China - in 2018 these accounted
for more than $25bn, more than
its exports to the rest of the world
combined, and consisted mainly
of oil. There is almost no trade
between Angola and Tanzania. In
2015, Tanzania exported less than
$5m to Angola, and Angola less
than $500,000 worth of goods to
Tanzania.

The lack of commercial contact
is partly due to the difficulties in
overland transport by road, espe-
cially in Zambia, during the rainy
season. A rail link would provide
each country with access to each
other’s markets, as well as improved
access to global buyers.

Angola, which has a per capita
income around three times greater
than Tanzania and more than dou-
ble that of Zambia, would be likely to
shoulder most of the work in organ-

Hai district executive director Yohana Sintoo makes remarks at the swearing-in of 24 councillors on Thursday. Photo: Godfrey Mushi

would construct a new railway line

ising the link.

UNDP to award best small businesses with innovative products post-Covid-19

By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nation Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP),
Human Development Inno-
vation Fund (HDIF) and the
embassy of the Kingdom of
the Netherlands in Tanzania,
have launched the Recovery
and Resilience Innovation
Challenge to revitalize the
economy and social welfare
to contribute to the coun-
try’s economic and social
recovery and ultimate resil-
ience in the face of the global
COVID-19 pandemic.

The challenge aims to
showcase, and ultimately
award the best small busi-

nesses with  innovative
products, services or busi-
ness models that are in their
nature resilient to market
shocks, or contributing to
their respective sectors re-
covery.

The Recovery and Resil-
ience Innovation Challenge
is being implemented by
Seedspace Dar es Salaam and
Ndoto Hub.

Entrepreneurs joining the
program will get the oppor-
tunity to receive training
and funding to help acceler-
ate their businesses. Special
preferencewill be given to
youth and women owned
businesses.

HDIF Country Director, Jo-
seph Manirakiza said the in-
novations should be beyond
the idea stage, and must have
been already piloted in Tan-
zania and be ready for scal-
ing.

Lianne Houben, Deputy
Ambassador of the Embassy
of the Kingdom of the Neth-
erlands said: “The Nether-
lands strongly believes that
it is important to support
and expose small businesses
with innovative and Covid-19
proof business solutions that
are contributing to a more
resilient Tanzanian entrepre-
neurial ecosystem and one
that can continue to function

in the face of disruptions and
economic slowdowns.”
Houben added that the em-
bassy want to support youth
and women-owned led en-
terprises which are most af-
fected by the pandemic.
“That is why the Nether-
lands supports this initia-
tive exposing and awarding
potentially highly resilient
innovations in COVID-times
that could function as role
models for others and for
the sector they operate in
on how to become more re-
silient in future shocks,” said
the Deputy Ambassador.
Resident  Representative
for UNDP, Christine Musisi

said: “UNDP believes that
supporting the youth in
Tanzania to innovate and
become successful entrepre-
neurs can help achieve the
SDG targets for Tanzania,
create economic develop-
ment and foster self-reliance.
We are proud to fund pro-
grams like this and continue
to seek to channel financing
in support of Tanzanian in-
novators and the growth of
a young and vibrant private
sector”

Participating  businesses
must use innovation to ad-
dress gaps observed during
the Covid-19 crisis, and pre-
sent solutions that will make

them and the sector they
operate in more resilient to
future crises.

In light of the pandemic,
the program seeks to better
equip entrepreneurs to be-
come more resilient in un-
precedented times.

The resilience training
program will help them de-
velop strategies for shock
absorption in the case of un-
foreseen events in the future.

The programs will on-
board 20 Tanzanian youth
entrepreneurs with innova-
tive, market ready solutions
whereas 10 entrepreneurs
will be awarded with funding
and a three-month follow-up

program.

About 1 million youth enter
the Tanzanian job market an-
nually. In recent years, many
have chosen to channel their
skills and passions into in-
novation and self-reliance.
The program will also serve
as a blueprint and a learning
experience for other entre-
preneurs in similar opera-
tional sectors on how to be-
come more resilient in future
shocks.

The program’s target sec-
tors are tourism, agriculture,
health, education, water, san-
itation and hygiene (WASH)
with a special focus on youth
and women-led startups.

Charity organisation donates
two boreholes to Dar schools

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE World Islamic Propagation and
Humanitarian Services, (WIPAHS) has
donated two boreholes to Jeshini and
Maghorofani primary schools in Dar
es Salaam.

Handing over the two boreholes
in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday, the
sponsor of the project, Gulshan Jaffer,
said the donated facilities are part of
the implementation of the request
submitted to her by the management
of the two schools.

She said the two boreholes will help
to overcome the shortage of precious
utility-water which is very crucial for
humans and the life of other living or-
ganisms.

She advised the school community
to protect water infrastructure to
make it sustainable noting that it was
expensive therefore it must be pro-
tected to be used by the future gen-
eration.

“I call on the school community led
by headteachers to ensure the project
becomes sustainable by protecting
the infrastructure against sabotage
from unfaithful people,” he said.

Representing his  neighboring
school, Jeshini headmaster Joel Barua
expressed appreciation for the sup-
port saying it would reduce unneces-

sary risks.

He said the support will to great
extent reduce the shortage of clean
and safe water as well as discourag-
ing student loitering outside of school
compounds.

“I would like to thank WIPAHS for
their warm support to our schools.
We hope that the support will help
our students to get clean and safe wa-
ter without going outside our school
compound,” he said.

In the same development, Mariam
Tejan from WIPAHS handed books
and stationery to the two schools re-
minding students to study hard to re-
alize their goals.

WIPAHS was founded in 1988 as
a religious and humanitarian Non-
Governmental Organization (NGO)
establishing its headquarters in Dar
es Salaam, Tanzania.

It was envisaged by a group of indi-
viduals, both working-class and pro-
fessionals who desired to respond to
the call of the poor and needy, espe-
cially women who were the most vul-
nerable of the society.

These philanthropists dedicated
their time in trying to improve the
living conditions of the indigenous
community who had been suffering
severely from poverty, disease, and
illiteracy.

discussions on ways to address gender-based violence. It was at a seminar her agency organised in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Corre-
spondent Joseph Mwendapole

Facility to establish quality usable and reusable masks in Kiluvya subrb

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

IN efforts to help compliment the government’s
industrialisation drive in the country, Tindwa Med-
ical and Health Services in Tanzania (TMHS), plans
to establish several industries, among them, high
quality usable and reusable face masks in Kiluvya’s
Coast Region.

TMHS marketing and corporate relations man-
ager, Esther Ndazi, the factory is expected to be
mainly for consumables and also to put up another
plant for pharmaceuticals.

This is in complementing President John Magu-
fuli’s plea to investors in the country to invest in

pharmaceuticals in order to ease the burden of im-
porting medicine from outside the country.

Ndazi spoke to this paper at the just concluded
7th Annual Tanzania Health Summit held in Dodo-
ma, noting that these were among key projects that
were in pipeline.

A professionally recognized health organization,
she said also plans to introduce air ambulance ser-
vices in the country, a move that will offer quick
emergency medical services.

Ndazi said the move aims at offering medi-
cal evacuation especially in remote areas where
ground medical evacuation becomes difficult.

On air medical rescues, Ms Ndazi said, the organi-

zation had fully equipped helicopters, caravans or
jets depending on the particular needs which are
always complemented by medical doctors and par-
amedics.

“This is the first time the country is having such
a service because evacuation services ought to be
provided by vehicles.” She said, adding that there is
increasing demand for the service.

She said the air ambulance evacuation services
were expected to kick off next year and that there
will be premier air ambulances and standby air am-
bulances whereas the main centre will be in Dar es
Salaam.

She added that the organization usually does

confirmation via our medical experts to assess the
situation of a patient and they are able deliver ser-
vices to people wherever they are.

TMHS is a professionally operated company with
the most reliable, safe and best experience in Oc-
cupational Health and Safety, Emergence Medical
Services as well as Waste and Environmental Man-
agement Service.

The organisation provides medical evacuation
services 24/7, first aid kits, and trauma bags that
meet international standards as well as doing
ground medical evacuations using fully equipped
ambulances.
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We must do our utmost to
protect soil biodiversity

LANTS nurture a
whole world of crea-
tures in the soil, that
in return feed and
protect the plants. This diverse
community of living organisms
keeps the soil healthy and fertile.
This vast world constitutes soil
biodiversity and determines the
main biogeochemical processes
that make life possible on Earth.
This year, by addressing the
increasing challenges of soil
management, the Food and Agri-
culture Organization (FAO) cam-
paign “Keep soil alive, protect
soil biodiversity” aims to raise
awareness of the importance of
sustaining healthy ecosystems
and human well-being. By en-
couraging people around the
world to engage in proactively
improving soil health, the cam-
paign also aims to fight soil bio-
diversity loss. If we do not act
soon, the fertility of soil will con-
tinue to be adversely affected at
an alarming rate, threatening
global food supplies and food
safety.

An international day to cel-
ebrate Soil was recommended
by the International Union of
Soil Sciences in 2002. Under
the leadership of the Kingdom of
Thailand and within the frame-
work of the Global Soil Partner-
ship, FAO has supported the
formal establishment of World
Soil Day as a global awareness
raising platform. The FAO con-
ference unanimously endorsed
World Soil Day in June 2013 and
requested its official adoption
at the UN General Assembly. In
December 2013, the UN General
Assembly responded by desig-
nating 5 December 2014 as the
first official World Soil Day. The

date of 5 December was chosen
because it corresponds with the
official birthday of the late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, King of
Thailand, who was one of the
main proponents of this initia-
tive.

The World Soil Day campaign
aims to connect people with
soils and raise awareness on
their critical importance in our
lives. The International Union
of Soil Sciences in 2002, made
a resolution proposing the 5th
of December as World Soil Day
to celebrate the importance of
soil as a critical component of
the natural system and as a vital
contributor to human wellbeing.

Therefore World Soil Day
highlights the importance of
healthy soil. It’s also a day to
advocate for the sustainable
management of soil resources.
One of the biggest concerns for
the environment is soil degrada-
tion. Degradation is when soil
health declines due to improper
use or poor management. Most
Americans are familiar with
what happened during the Great
Depression. Dust storms were a
frequent occurrence. Soil ero-
sion caused these massive dust
storms. Through the years, farm-
ers in this country learned their
lesson.

They began to practice better
soil management. Unfortunately,
however, there are still concerns
about soil health. Throughout
the world, the soil is eroding at
arapid rate. Every 5 seconds, the
equivalent of one soccer field of
soil erodes. If soil erosion con-
tinues, the earth will no longer
be fertile. In turn, global food
supplies and food safety will be
threatened.

e —
Why International Civil Aviation
Day is especially important today

N 1996 the United Nations

General Assembly pro-

claimed that 7 December

was to be the International
Civil Aviation Day. The day has
been celebrated by the Interna-
tional Civil Aviation Organisation
since 7 December 1994, the 50th
anniversary of the signing the
Convention on International Civil
Aviation. The purpose of the day
is to recognise the importance
of aviation, especially interna-
tional air travel, to the social
and economic development of
the world. The purpose of In-
ternational Civil Aviation Day is
to help generate and reinforce
worldwide awareness of the im-
portance of international civil
aviation to the social and econom-
ic development of states, and of
the unique role of ICAO in helping
States to cooperate and realize a
truly global rapid transit network
at the service of all mankind.

As the UN and world nations
have now adopted Agenda 2030,
and embarked on a new era in
global sustainable development,
the importance of aviation as an
engine of global connectivity has
never been more relevant to the
Chicago Convention’s objectives
to look to international flight as
a fundamental enabler of global
peace and prosperity.

CAO is funded and directed by
193 national governments to sup-
port their diplomacy and cooper-
ation in air transport as signatory
states to the Chicago Convention
(1944). Its core function is to
maintain an administrative and
expert bureaucracy (the ICAO
Secretariat) supporting these
diplomatic interactions, and to
research new air transport pol-

icy and standardisation innova-
tions as directed and endorsed
by governments through the
ICAO Assembly, or by the ICAO
Council which the assembly
elects.

Industry and civil society
groups, and other concerned re-
gional and international organi-
sations, also participate in the
exploration and development of
new standards at ICAO in their
capacity as ‘Invited Organisa-
tions’.

As new priorities are identi-
fied by these stakeholders, the
ICAO secretariat convenes pan-
els, task forces, conferences and
seminars to explore their technical,
political, socio-economic and other
aspects. It then provides govern-
ments with the best results and
advice possible as they collectively
and diplomatically establish new
international standards and recom-
mended practices for civil aviation
internationally.

Once governments achieve dip-
lomatic consensus around a new
standard’s scope and details, it is
then adopted by those same 193
countries in order to bring world-
wide alignment to their national
regulations, helping to realize safe,
secure and sustainable air opera-
tions on a truly global basis.

In addition to these core dip-
lomatic and research capabilities,
ICAO also serves as a critical
coordination platform in civil
aviation through its seven Re-
gional Offices.It also conducts
educational outreach, develops
coalitions, and conducts audit-
ing, training, and capacity build-
ing activities worldwide per the
needs and priorities govern-
ments identify and formalise.
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Turning the tide on gender-based violence

in Nigeria i

By Edward Kallon

IF you are in a room with
ten women, there is a high
chance that three of these
women have experienced
physical, sexual, economic
or psychosocial violence sim-
ply because of their gender,
which is known as gender-
based violence (GBV). Even
though these three women
know their perpetrators, only
one of them knows about
what health support is avail-
able, and only one would ap-
proach the justice system.

The two other women are
shameful, they would not
speak about the violence
they experienced out of fear
of stigma from their commu-
nity, friends, and family, who
might say she should be more
careful or that she dressed im-
properly.

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic and the lockdown,
states reported more than a
doubling of the already ex-
isting pandemic of violence
against women. We call it the
shadow pandemic because it
is equally deadly, global, and
harmful, but often invisible to
the eyes of the public.

In June 2020, Nigeria wit-
nessed something remark-
able. For the first time, 36
governors united to speak up
and out and declared a state
of emergency on sexual and
gender-based violence. This
was the response to women
and men across the nation
standing together, defying
COVID-19 restrictions, and
protesting online and offline
to demand decisive, cohesive
action to tackle GBV on all
fronts.

Starting 25th November
each year, marking the Inter-
national Day for the Elimi-
nation of Violence against
Women and 16 Days of Activ-
ism against Gender-based
Violence, until Human Rights
Day 10th December, the Unit-
ed Nations stands with all who
stood in the streets in June to
push for the GBV Declaration
of Emergency or shared their
anger towards the increase in
gender-based violence.

During the 16 Days of Activ-
ism, the whole world, led by
civil society, the United Na-
tions, governments, media,
and the private sector, join

forces and call for the prevention and
elimination of violence against women
and girls. The 16 Days of Activism Cam-
paign forces us to have serious conver-
sations and to map out actions that ad-
dress the GBV pandemic.

The United Nations System in Nigeria
urges the Government of Nigeria; civil
society; the media; traditional, religious
and community leaders; schools and
institutions; the private sector; health
practitioners, social workers, emergen-
cy responders - and all other stakehold-
ers in positions of power and influence
to take swift action.

Our appeal to the governors, together
with key stakeholders is to take action
and end gender-based violence in the
following areas:

We must fund, and make sure fund-
ing is flexible and available for women’s
rights organisations, that essential ser-
vices are available, and funds for GBV
prevention included in fiscal stimulus
packages.

Almost half of the Nigerian girls are
married before they turn 18, we must
acknowledge that the health sector is
key to address the challenge and fund
sexual and reproductive health care for
these girls, and survivors of GBV, so they
don't carry life long scares from early
pregnancy, such as HIV or fistula. We
must respond with adequate funds to
address the GBV crisis in the North East,
amplified by the Covid-19 pandemic.

We must prevent gender-based vio-

lence from happening in the first place,
declaring a state of emergency is the
first step, what we need now is an ac-
tion plan and campaigns that change
behaviours and men speaking up and
out against violence against women.
Unequal power relations between men
and women feed and fuel gender-based
violence. Religious, traditional, com-
munity and political leaders can undo
harmful practices and dismantle stereo-
types wherever they may be found.

We must respond to this violence. The
police must have trained staff and gen-
der desks to support survivors of GBY,
and access to justice is critical to pro-
tecting women and girls. Federal and
state legislators must tackle GBV via the
domestication of the Violence Against
Persons Prohibition (VAPP) Act, develop
a third National Action Plan on Women,
Peace and Security, and the passage of
the anti-sexual harassment in tertiary
institutions bill. The national gender
machinery must be empowered to
equip sexual assault referral centres and
develop sex offenders’ registers in the
states. The health sector is a key institu-
tion, without skilled health workers, evi-
dence of GBV will not be collected, and
no one will be held accountable. There
are positive developments out of some
states, but with 20 states yet to pass the
VAPP, they only amount to a drop in the
ocean in the grand scheme of things.

We must collect data on gender-based
violence, so we know where and how

n the midst of COVID-19 crisis

to help to improve life-saving services
for women and girls. The European
Union and the UN Spotlight Initiative,
collaborating with the Federal Minis-
try of Women Affairs, just launched a
National GBV Situation Room and Data
Dashboard, which means that six states
now have a coordinated system to col-
lect and coordinate GBV data in Nigeria.

Eliminating sexual and gender-based
violence, tagged ‘the shadow pandemic’,
is an urgent task with responsibilities
for citizens; we all have a place in the
2020 theme “Orange the World: Fund,
Respond, Prevent, Collect!” if we are to
achieve success in protecting our wom-
en and girls. In our homes, our places of
worship, our schools, our communities,
and public places, we have to call out all
appearances of GBV regardless of our
relationship to the survivor or perpetra-
tor.

“Together, we can and must prevent
violence everywhere, from war zones
to people’s homes, as we work to beat
Covid-197, says Antonio Guterres, UN
Secretary-General. The United Nations
System in Nigeria remains committed
to working with governments and part-
ners to prevent and address GBV.

Together, we can end gender-based
violence and ensure the safety and se-
curity of all women and girls. We must
take action during this year’s 16 Days of
Activism.

Mr Kallon is the UN Resident and Hu-
manitarian Coordinator in Nigeria.
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By Correspondent James Kandoya

S Tanzania proclaims success

in its fee-free basic education

which has seen record enrol-

ent in primary schools and
unprecedented completion of form
four, there is one group that is not part
of this triumph-students with albinism.

For, this cluster has special needs that
are not budgeted for in the 18bn/- the
government releases to public schools
every month since 2016. As a result,
learning has remained a constant strug-
gle for learners in this group and rates of
dropout are alarming.

According to Standing Voice, an In-
ternational Non-Governmental Organi-
zation based in Tanzania, only half the
children with albinism complete prima-
ry school and only 10 per cent of them
access secondary school education.

Everyone has the right to make the
best of the life they are born into and for
most people, that journey begins with
an education.

Going to school is not just about ac-
quiring knowledge to help you find a
job, but it is also about developing the
skills for building successful relation-
ships, discovering friendships and ex-
ploring identity.

There are, in fact, no cognitive or aca-
demic learning disabilities associated
with albinism.

It is a congenital disorder character-
ized in humans by the complete or par-
tial absence of pigment in the skin, hair
and eyes and associated with a number
of vision defects, such as photophobia,
nystagmus, and amblyopia.

Lack of skin pigmentation makes for
more susceptibility to sunburn and skin
cancers.

However, children with albinism are
able to perform as well as any other stu-
dent in the class when their low vision is
addressed.

Although they attend school, their
needs aren’t accommodated in the
classrooms as a result cause poor per-
formance in their studies or school
dropout.

Irene George, the Public Relations
and Advocacy Officer from the Under
the Same Sun (UTSS) notes that poor
vision to People with Albinism (PwA)
is one of big challenges that need to be
strongly addressed.

“Most of our fellow failed to complete
studies due to poor vision and therefore
did not realize their dreams. As a result,
rates of school dropout increase,’she
says

The officer calls on teachers to come
up with a friendlier environment that
can enable PwA such as large fonts so
that they can read easily.

Teachers should talk more when
teaching instead of writing on the board
to enable all those with poor vision to
take notes.

She points out that teachers can play
an extremely important role in the lives
of children with albinism as they can
help them to grow, learn and realize
their full potential in life.

Mohamed Athumani, a teacher at
Makuburi primary school in Kinondoni
Municipal Council, Dar es Salaam city
is one of teachers facing the same chal-
lenge.

In his school, there is only one pupil
with albinism who, according to him, is
taken care of and protected from all risk
factors such as direct sunlight.

Athumani says that most teachers are
not aware of the special needs to PwA
therefore calls for increased awareness
among educators.

“As teachers, we need to know more
about how to take care of this particu-

lar group. We are not aware of assisting materials like
dome lenses,”he says.

He took issue with free eye screening campaigns
conducted by charities and religious organizations,
saying they do not consider this particular group.

As a teacher, he can remove physical barriers to
learning such as simple adjustments to accommo-
date the individual learning needs.

Also, changes of  sitting arrangement to protect
them from direct sunlight, allowing them to wear a
hat indoors to help protect their eyes, putting them
close to the board and making tasks and materials
more accessible to them are essential.

He opines that if teachers are sensitized enough,
they can contribute immensely to fostering an under-
standing of children with albinism across the country.

They can also help end name calling, the use of
common yet disrespectful labels and dispel miscon-
ceptions about albinism.

Children with poor vision have a number of
vision difficulties; reduced visual acuity, light
sensitivity (photophobia) and rapid eye move-
ments, hence keeping up with normal school envi-
ronment becomes unbearable.

The effective integration of children with albinism
into mainstream schools also has the potential to
shaping their attitudes for the better.

“Education is the basic right of every child and is es-
sential for their cognitive, emotional, social, cultural
and physical development,” he says.

Lack of information about children with albinism
and superstitious beliefs derail efforts to help im-
prove welfare and wellbeing of this needy group, ac-
cording to Kondo Seif, the Advocacy Officer at UTSS.

He says there an uphill task of changing people’s
mindset and make them understand the fact that al-
binism is not disability and PwA can work effectively
and efficiently just people with normal pigmentation.

Citing Dr Abdallah Possi, the Tanzania’s Ambassa-
dor to Germany, he says that the envoy is one of ex-
emplary leaders hence a proof that PwA are the same
as others. “Increased awareness by human rights
groups plus efforts made by the government has con-
tributed to a decline in cases of attacks against PwA in
Tanzania,” he adds.

He has a message: “It is a high time the society
changed attitude towards PwA because wherever
that has happened, there are remarkable success
noted in different countries.”

According to him, the PwA should be prioritized in
employment opportunities as per the Employment
and Labour Relations Act-2004 and the Persons with
Disabilities Act 2010 .

Globally, one in 18,000 people has albinism. In Sub-

Saharan Africa it's more common,
with data from Tanzania showing
that one person in 2,652 has albi-
nism.

The Tanzania Albinism Society
(TAS) Chairman Godson Mollel says
that concerted efforts are needed to
support PWA against poor vision.

He says impaired vision has many
negative impacts including school
dropouts, calling on stakeholders to
support them with reading glasses
and other assisting devices like
dome lenses.

He applauds the government’s
plan to print books with large fonts
to enable PwA and especially stu-
dents to read easily, noting that
available normal-font books are not
friendly to them.

“I appeal to the government to
make god its plan to print special
books for students with albinism;
enough of them should be made
available so that each learner can
have one instead of sharing,” he ap-
peals.

Ramaphosa declares Nelson Mandela Bay a Covid-19 hotspot - extrarestrictions in force

By Estelle Ellis

LCOHOL sales

have been lim-

ited to four days

a week, a 10pm
curfew has been introduced
and the consumption of al-
cohol at public venues, in-
cluding beaches, has been
banned as Nelson Mandela
Bay became the first metro
in South Africa to be de-
clared a coronavirus hot-
spot.

With more than 4,000 ac-
tive cases of coronavirus infec-
tions, and a death toll of 1,867
people, the Nelson Mandela
Bay metro has become the
first metro in South Africa to
be declared an official corona-
virus hotspot.

President Cyril Ramaphosa
(pictured) on Thursday night,
3 December, announced that
as of 4 December the sale of al-
cohol on Fridays and over the
weekends would be banned;
no on-site alcohol consump-
tion at licensed facilities would
be allowed after 10pm and
no consumption of alcohol
would be allowed at beaches
and parks.

This comes after the city’s
metro police and the Eastern
Cape Liquor Board found
many non-compliant facilities
where large parties, some of
close to 2,000 people, would
spill into the streets with few
patrons wearing masks. Head
of the metro’s disaster man-
agement forum Shane Brown
has raised serious concern
over large parties at the city’s
beachfront.

Ramaphosa said gatherings
— including religious gather-
ings — may not be attended
by more than 100 people for
indoor events and 250 for out-
door events. At all times, the
number of people in a venue
may not exceed 50% of the ca-
pacity of the venue.

The Nelson Mandela Bay
municipality on Tuesday in-
dicated that applications for
permits for public events will
be refused and that the city’s
large public venues will be
closed.

Ramaphosa said post-funer-
al gatherings have been pro-
hibited.

“These additional measures
are necessary to contain the
resurgence in Nelson Mandela
Bay, to prevent outbreaks re-
sulting from social gatherings
and to protect the capacity of
the healthcare system to pro-
vide care to those who need it.

“In determining these re-
strictions, we have sought to
take those steps which are ab-
solutely necessary to save lives
while limiting disruptions to
the economy,” he said.

The president said that for
100 days since the middle of
August, the rate of new infec-
tions had been stable at below
2,000 but this has changed in
the past three weeks with a
marked rise in new infections
and hospital admissions.

“There is now clear evi-
dence of a resurgence of infec-
tions in parts of our... country,
which, if not confronted deci-
sively and directly, could lead
to great suffering and death,”
he said.

According to statistics from

the national Department of Health, South Africa was recording
an average of 1,500 new cases a day in the first week of Novem-
ber. By the last week of November, this had almost doubled to
an average of about 2,900 new cases a day. On Wednesday, 2
December South Africa recorded more than 4,400 new infec-
tions, the largest daily increase since mid-August.

“The total number of hospital admissions is now over 5,800
nationally and is increasing. Three weeks ago, hospital admis-
sions were 4,900.”

Ramaphosa said Nelson Mandela Bay and the Sarah Baart-
man District in the Eastern Cape and the Garden Route District
in the Western Cape accounted for most new cases.

“Hospital admissions in these districts are on the rise, in some
instances comparable to those during the first wave of infec-
tions. In the Eastern Cape and Western Cape, there has been an
increase in both reported Covid-19 deaths and excess deaths.
This must be a concern for every one of us,” he said.

Ramaphosa said several hospitals in the Nelson Mandela
Bay Metro had reported a rise in alcohol-related trauma admis-
sions. These were diverting the capacity of the casualty units to
deal with Covid-related cases.

“But by far the greatest contributing cause of infections is
that many people are not wearing masks and are not observing
proper hygiene and social distancing.

“As I said during our last family meeting, at alert Level 1, we have
the measures we need to control the virus. But our main problem is
that there are parts of the country where people are not complying
with the current restrictions and the basic prevention measures are
not being followed,” Ramaphosa said.

“The most urgent task before us right now is to contain the rise
in infections in the affected districts in the Eastern Cape and West-
ern Cape, and to ensure that a similar situation does not develop in
other parts of the country.”

The government is implementing a “resurgence plan” Ramapho-
sa said, which had been developed with the World Health Organisa-
tion’s surge team.

“We are making more capacity available at hospitals and clinics in
these areas. We are expanding public health interventions such as
testing, contact tracing, isolation and quarantine. We are also step-
ping up our awareness campaigns around public health regulations.

“We must change our behaviour now to prevent a resurgence of
the virus and manage outbreaks wherever they occur... At the same
time, we need to do all we can to keep the economy open and to
push ahead with our reconstruction and recovery effort,” the presi-
dent said.

Explaining the reasoning of the national command council,
Ramaphosa said that when identifying a hotspot, consideration
was given to the number of new Covid-19 cases a day, the testing
rate within the population, the percentage positivity rate within the
population, the number of active cases, the number of hospital ad-
missions and the number of deaths.

He said that after extensive consultation with traditional leaders,
the government had agreed that the summer initiation season in the
Eastern Cape may go ahead everywhere but in Nelson Mandela Bay.

“This is because traditional leaders in the Eastern Cape have sub-
mitted a risk-adjusted plan that has been approved by departments
of Health and Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs.
However, due to the high rates of infection in the metro, no initia-
tion schools will be allowed in Nelson Mandela Bay,” Ramaphosa
said.

Acting executive mayor of the metro Thsonono Buyeye, however,
said on Wednesday that there were more than 7000 boys in the
metro waiting to “go to the bush” and he feared that if the initiation
season was cancelled in Nelson Mandela Bay, they would go to other
venues in the province and spread the virus in this way.

Ramaphosa said the measures in Nelson Mandela Bay were not
meant to punish residents.

“They are not intended to increase the hardship experienced by
our citizens. These measures are needed to contain the spread of
the virus and to save lives,” he said.

Ramaphosa said Minister of Health Dr Zweli Mkhize would visit
the Sarah Baartman District (this includes large parts of the Karoo,
but also the Kareedouw area and popular holiday destinations such

asJeffreys Bay and St Francis Bay) and
the Garden Route to assess the situa-
tion and liaise with stakeholders in
the province.

“Based on this assessment and
the development of the disease in
these areas, the National Coronavirus
Command Council will determine
the appropriate course of action,”
Ramaphosa said.

The national state of disaster has
been extended to 15 January 2021, he
added.

“We have instructed law enforce-
ment officials to ensure compliance
with the law, by owners, control-
lers and managers of workplaces,
shops, institutions and buildings to
ensure social distancing and wear-
ing of masks. Taxi operators are also
required to ensure that all their pas-
sengers wear masks. In addition, each
one of us will be required to comply
with the curfew times,” Ramaphosa
said.

The president provided an update
on the search for a vaccine, saying
that the country continued to “collab-
orate with our partners in the inter-
national community to ensure that all
countries have access to an effective
and affordable vaccine.”

“We are participating in the World
Health Organisation’s Covid-19 Global
Vaccine Access Facility — known as
the Covax facility —which aims to pool
resources and share vaccine develop-
ment risk and thus ensure equitable
access to vaccines when they become
available. We are encouraged that the
Solidarity Fund will be making the
initial contribution of R327-million
towards this vaccine procurement on
behalf of our country,” he said.

“If there is anything this pandemic
has taught us, it is the danger of be-
coming complacent,” Ramaphosa
concluded.
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By Dana G Smith

HIS is a modified excerpt from

Inside Your Head, a weekly

newsletter exploring why your

brain makes you think, feel and
act the way you do, written by me.

I have a pretty bad memory. It’s not
prohibitive - I can remember grocery
lists and practical day-to-day things no
problem - but friends will occasionally
reference conversations or events from
years ago that I have little recollection of.

By Inyene Ibanga

Without doubt, the youth have a piv-
otal role to play in the current effort to
position the country among leading
agricultural-driven economies where
technology is strategically deployed to
ensure food security and industrialisa-
tion.

Agriculture has undergone rapid
transformation, from the era of the in-
dustrial revolution, when farmers de-
pended on manual labour to the carry
out their operations. Direct labour was
deployed during the process of clear-
ing the land, tilling the soil, planting
the seeds, and eventual harvesting the
Crops.

Mechanical tools were later devel-
oped for farming as part of the evolution
in agricultural practices. Machineries
such as tractors, land mowers, burrow-
ers, threshers, and sprayers are used in
mechanised farming operations. These
machines help to reduce manual labour
and the use of crude implements.

Currently, agriculture is making tre-
mendous contributions to the growth
of national economies and develop-
ment. This growth is becoming manifest
through the disruptive impact of vari-
ous cutting-edge technologies that are
deployed into farming practices.

The integration of agriculture and
technology into agriculture technol-
ogy (agritech) is gradually becoming
the reality in several emerging African
economies like Nigeria, South Africa,
Egypt and Kenya. Agritech innovations
are being used to augment output and
efficiency in agriculture.

In Nigeria, Agritech companies are
offering digital innovations and solu-
tions that cover the produce, products,
services and applications within the ag-
ricultural value chain, from the farm to
industry, where produce are processed
for the final consumer.

There are several agritech start-ups/
companies operating across the spec-
trum of the agriculture value chain.
Some of them include Farmcrowdy;
Groupfarma; Farmkart; Payfarmer; and
FarmSponsor. Others are Kitovu Tech-
nology; Ewagric; Releaf; Fresh Direct Ni-
geria; Fresh Direct Nigeria and Babban
Gona.

These agritech start-ups/companies
are among those that have started offer-
ing digital solutions to address the chal-
lenges confronting smallholder farm-
ers. They help to provide smallholder
farmers’ access to financial services,
improved seedlings, fertilisers, insecti-
cides and pesticides, and equipment, as
well as provide logistics and marketing
services to farmers.

Agritech covers a wide range of tech-
nologies and applications, such as the
use of drones; satellite photography and
sensors; robots; temperature and mois-
ture sensors; and GPS technologies.

Also, it involves weather forecasts;
automated irrigation; light and heat con-
trol; intelligent software analysis for pest
and disease prediction, soil manage-
ment and biotech.

As the leading driver of productivity,
technology possesses the compelling ca-
pacity to attract more youths to produc-
tively venture into agricultural practices.
Young people have a tendency to drift
towards technology because they offer
fresh and easier approaches and tech in-
novations to ease farm work.

Essentially, agritech companies aim to
use cutting edge technologies to, among
other things, support rural and local
farmers for increased yield production;
and provide access/link and connect
rural customers and producers in the
agricultural market in order to acceler-
ate Nigeria’s agricultural-based industri-

alisation.

Progress in the agricultural sector can be used as a
standard for measuring a successful state or society
and the capacity to feed its population. So, the level
of productivity in agriculture, the capacity to feed the
population and food security, are among the strong
indicators of a thriving economy.

In fact, the rising level of food insecurity in Nigeria
has compelled more smallholder farmers to leverage
on new technologies to improve food production
and become competitive in the agricultural market.

At a recent workshop for review of the National
Digital Agriculture Strategy (NDAS), there was a re-
newed call for youth to leverage technologies and in-
novations and become more involved in agriculture.

Developed by the National Information Technolo-
gy Development Agency (NITDA), the NDAS is aimed
at engendering digital-enabled agriculture and food
industry. It is geared to building a vibrant digital ag-
riculture sector that leverages technologies and in-
novations.

Consequently, digital innovations will attract
young adults to build and invest in new digital busi-
ness models across the agriculture value chain, cre-
ate millions of jobs, increase productivity and profit-
ability, and enhance the sector’s contribution to the
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

This means the country’s extremely energetic and
creative youths would shift their attention from the
quest for dwindling white collar jobs and become
engaged in agricultural practices that are driven by
sophisticated technologies and innovations.

As the leading driver of productivity, technology
possesses the compelling capacity to attract more
youths to productively venture into agricultural prac-
tices. Young people have a tendency to drift towards

technology because they offer fresh and easier ap-
proaches and tech innovations to ease farm work.

From all indications, the deployment of emerging
technology will drive youth inclusion into the agri-
cultural sector. It will enable the youths to effectively
monitor and manage natural resources, while also
giving them (young producers) greater control over
plant and animal production, processing, distribu-
tion, and storage.

The collaboration between the Federal Ministries
of Communications and Digital Economy and of Agri-
culture and Rural Development should be adequate-
ly empowered to ensure that the ‘Smart Agriculture’
initiative translates into a tangible increase in food
production and economic growth.

With greater deployment of innovative digital tools
and applications, youths will be in the vanguard of
building greater efficiencies, safer growing conditions
and safer foods for Nigeria’s booming population.

This reality is succinctly acknowledged by Mallam
Kashifu Inuwa Abdullahi, the Director-General of
NITDA, in the following statement:

“This has become imperative as the population of
Nigeria continues to grow with a large demographic
of young adults, especially people migrating from
the rural areas to the urban areas. It will make Nige-
ria a leading country in food security and exporter
of standard agricultural products to the rest of the
world.”

Partnership between agritech companies and mo-
bile network operators (MNOs) will go a long way to
drive the scale and build sustainable business mod-
els. Agritech companies are likely to gain more trac-
tion as the MNOs help attract investors and vital fund-
ings.

Going forward, young tech enthusiasts should be

challenged to come up with more ag-
ritech innovations to address those
barriers to agriculture that are pecu-
liar to certain regions of the country.

The collaboration between the
Federal Ministries of Communica-
tions and Digital Economy and of
Agriculture and Rural Development
should be adequately empowered to
ensure that the ‘Smart Agriculture’
initiative translates into a tangible
increase in food production and eco-
nomic growth.

Established agritech companies
can create hubs where budding in-
novators, investors and start-ups
have access to network and ex-
change ideas on innovations that
have capacity to create disruptions
in the agriculture.

Without doubt, the youth have a
pivotal role to play in the current ef-
fort to position the country among
leading agricultural-driven econo-
mies where technology is strategical-
ly deployed to ensure food security
and industrialisation.

The country’s agricultural jigsaw
puzzle may never be completed
without the active participation of
her teeming youth as a vital compo-
nent for achieving our target of food
sufficiency for domestic consump-
tion, industrial raw materials and
revenue earner through exportation.

Beijing

s Xicheng district introduces innovative

mechanism to inherit intangible cultural heritages

By Shi Fang,

NTANGIBLE  cultural
heritages in Beijing’s
Xicheng district have
been well protected in
recent years thanks to a pro-
gram that recruits and trains
volunteers into inheritors of
these invaluable cultural as-
sets that kicked off in 2014.

Xicheng district is home to
a number of intangible cul-
tural heritages. As of 2019,
it had 36 intangible cultural
heritage items under na-
tional protection, 67 under
municipal protection, and
208 under district protec-
tion. These items covered all
10 categories of intangible
cultural heritage protection
announced by China’s Min-
istry of Culture and Tourism,
and accounted for nearly 1/3
of those of Beijing.

However, the aging and
lack of inheritors in the dis-
trict were major obstacles
that hindered the inherit-
ance of these heritages.

The program recruited vol-
unteers for 5 intangible cul-
tural heritages in 2014. “We
received hundreds of calls
a day,” said Yang Fei, direc-
tor of the intangible cultural

heritage protection center of
Xicheng district. According
to him, the program planned
to recruit 5 volunteers for
each heritage, but it was be-
yond their expectation that
over 1,000 people signed up
in just a few days. Finally, 45
of them were selected.

A total of 36 intangible cul-
tural heritage items launched
open recruitment in the past
7 years and trained 308 vol-
unteer inheritors. The train-
ing sessions were filmed
and posted on social media,
attracting many fans of the
intangible cultural heritages.

“The program has built a
bridge between the inheri-
tors and volunteers, and will
better carry forward the in-
tangible cultural heritages,”
Yang said.

The volunteers are not
all seniors, and the group is
joined by many youngsters
like Sun Huiyao, a 15-year-old
middle school student who
signed up for dough mod-
eling inheritance. Though
he has heavy academic tasks,
he has never missed a single
training session offered eve-
ry week. Two years ago, he
started learning oral stunts
under the program and since

then developed a strong interest in intangible cultural heritages.
This year, both he and his mother were selected as volunteer in-
heritors. The boy learns dough modeling while his mother, a doc-
tor, learns Chinese herbal perfume.

Children learn to make dough modeling, an intangible cultural heritage, at a summer camp held by a kindergarten in Nanjing,
East China’s Jiangsu Province, July 21. File photo

Today, as more and more young people are getting

closer to intangible cultural heritages because of the
program, they are also making changes to the herit-
ages.

Cheng Gang, a student studying
opera theories at Tsinghua Uni-
versity, has raised a proposal to
compile a history for traditional
Chinese opera headdresses and set
wearing and manufacturing stand-
ards for different types of operas.
His idea surprised Li Xin, an inheri-
tor of headdresses manufacturing.
“I make headdresses and he’s good
at theoretical studies, so we make
a great pair that helps the develop-
ment of this skill,” Li told People’s
Daily.

Keci is an intangible cultural
heritage by which craftsmen uses
chisels made from diamond to
carve patterns on the glaze of chi-
naware. However, such artworks
fade when they are stained by wa-
ter. Zhou Xiaoming, a young art de-
signer graduating from the College
of Fine Arts of the Capital Normal
University, developed permanent
pigments that turn keci artworks
into more practical garnitures.
Chen Yongchang, from whom Zhou
learns keci skills, noted that it’s
great to see that keci artworks can
become practical wares.

“The volunteers are injecting
new blood into the inheritance of
intangible cultural heritages,” Yang
remarked, adding that they will
keep exploring new ways to carry
forward the heritages and make
them more sustainable.

People’s Daily
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Zimbabwe tightens gathering limits as Covid-19 cases rise

By Chris Muronzi

HUNDREDS of students
have tested positive for
Covid-19 following the
reopening of schools last
month.

Harare, Zimbabwe - Zim-
babwe’s government has
reintroduced restrictions
on gatherings and ordered
strict adherence to meas-
ures aimed at slowing the
spread of the coronavirus
pandemic amid concerns
over rising Covid-19 infec-
tions in the country.

In a news conference on
Tuesday, Information Min-
ister Monica Mutsvangwa
said the number of peo-
ple allowed to assemble at
events of all kinds was re-

duced to 100.

Authorities had eased re-
strictions limiting attend-
ance in gatherings after a
decline of confirmed new
infections in September
- but a sudden spike in re-
cent weeks has forced a
government rethink.

An analysis of official
Covid-19 data shows that
new cases have been rising
since November and are
now averaging 100 cases
daily, compared to the pre-
vious two months when in-
fections stood at about 25
a day.

As of Wednesday, the
country has registered
10,129 confirmed corona-
virus cases, including 277
related deaths - up from

8,374 infections and 243
deaths a month ago.
Political analyst Rash-
weat Mukundu said the
increase “points to nota-
ble failure in government’s
Covid-19 response and also
the mishandling of the
opening up of the socio-
economic sector”.
Mukundu cited the reo-
pening of schools last
month “without adequate
precautionary measures”
as one of the reasons be-
hind what he described as
a “ticking time bomb”.
“The government’s re-
sponse has largely been
politicised,” Mukundu said,
urging authorities “to go
back to the drawing board”.
Zimbabwe is in the

throes of a deepening eco-
nomic crisis characterised
by sky-high inflation and
foreign currency shortag-
es, as well as a devastating
mix of a rapidly weaken-
ing currency and stagnant
salaries and high unem-
ployment. Medicines are in
short supply and depleted
state coffers mean that the
government is unable to
purchase sufficient sup-
plies for state-run medical
facilities.

With Zimbabwe’s fragile
healthcare system on the
brink, residents and health
professionals have repeat-
edly raised the alarm over
a major Covid-19 outbreak.

The government imposed
a nationwide lockdown in

March to contain the spread
of Covid-19 in the country,
but it has since eased most
of its coronavirus-related re-
strictions amid fears of fur-
ther economic malaise.

Almost 300 students have
tested positive for Covid-19
since the resumption of
classes on November

Among them were more
than 180 students at John
Tallach High School, close to
Bulawayo, the second-largest
city in the country. A total
54 cases were also recorded
at Chinhoyi High School, a
school located in the centre
of Mashonaland West prov-
ince.

The affected boarding
schools have been placed un-
der quarantine, with no one

allowed to enter or leave.

Meanwhile, at Matopo
High School in Matabeleland
South province, 10 positive
cases were registered, while
20 students also tested posi-
tive for the virus at Ander-
son High School, a school in
Gweru, one of the smaller
cities in central Zimbabwe.

But authorities told Al Ja-
zeera things were now under
control.

“The situation is OK and
manageable,” said Taungana
Ndoro, director of communi-
cations and advocacy in the
Ministry of Primary and Sec-
ondary Education. “We are
confident we will be able to
detect cases early,” he add-
ed, noting that most infected
students under quarantine

had recovered and will be
allowed to leave the school
premises.

Bulawayo Provincial Medi-
cal Director Welcome Mlilo
described the situation in
the city of some 640,000
people as “fairly stable” and
“not so alarming as some
parts of the country”.

But with the number of lo-
cally transmitted infections
increasing in recent weeks,
police have stepped up op-
erations to enforce coro-
navirus measures, includ-
ing hitting people in the
country with penalties for
not adhering to Covid-19
guidelines such as wearing
face masks and observing
physical distancing.
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Unicef out to raise $198 million
to bail out millions of people in
S. Sudan needing urget support

JUBA

UNICEF has said that it aims to
raise 197.8 million dollars to assist
5.1 million people, including 3.7
million children who are in need
of humanitarian assistance as a re-
sult of conflict, disease outbreaks,
drought and flooding.

The organization noted that the
food and nutrition crisis is expect-
ed to continue in 2021 in South Su-
dan as there have been few gains in
2020 in addressing food insecurity
coupled with severe flooding in
larger parts of the country.

It said that the funds will be used
to treat 272,978 children under five
with severe acute malnutrition and
vaccinate 540,000 children against
measles.

It also expects to use the funds
to provide water to 817,000 peo-
ple, assist 127,000 children and
caregivers with mental health ser-
vices and psychosocial support,
ensure for 770,000 children access
to formal or non-formal education
and reach 30,000 households with
humanitarian cash transfers across
sectors.

Dr Mohamed Ag Ayoya, UNICEF
Representative in South Sudan
thanked the donors who contribut-

ed to this year as the fund enabled
the organization to treat 267,000
children under five years, who
were affected by severe acute mal-
nutrition, vaccinate 312,000 chil-
dren against measles and provide
330,000 pregnant women and chil-
dren with insecticide-treated nets.

“I thank all donors and partners
for the contributions received in
2020. I hope we will be able to con-
tinue to work in partnership with
them in 2021 to respond to the ur-
gent humanitarian needs of chil-
dren and the population of South
Sudan,” said Dr Ayoya.

“We all know investing in chil-
dren is the best investment one can
make. It is a key strategy to ensure
sustainable development in South
Sudan and to build a prosperous
and peaceful country,” he said

The organization raised con-
cerns over the attacks that have
been happening to humanitarian
workers and called for perpetra-
tors to be brought to justice.

“We are extremely concerned
about the increased violence
against humanitarian actors. We
are asking for all humanitarians
to be granted unhindered access
to people in need, for looting of
relief supplies to end, and for per-

petrators to be held ac-
countable, so we can safely
provide humanitarian as-
sistance,” said Dr Ayoya.
Dr Ayoya noted that chil-

dren in South Sudan face
a lot of difficulties mak-
ing them perceive crisis as
normal.

“Children in South Sudan

are growing up thinking
crises are normal,” said Dr
Mohamed Ag Ayoya.

“They are often faced
with empty stomachs, ex-

posed and more susceptible to commu-
nicable diseases, and many find them-
selves homeless due to severe flooding.
This should not be normal for any child.”
Ayoya added.

Convicted wildlife offenders tell their side of the story

Namibia to auction 170 wild elephants,
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saying rising numbers threaten people

WINDHOEK

NAMIBIA has put 170 “high value” wild elephants
up for sale due to drought and an increase in elephant
numbers, the southern African country’s environmen-
tal ministry has said

An advertisement carried by the state-owned daily
New Era said an increase in incidents of human-ele-
phant conflict motivated the sale of the large mammal
that is at risk of extinction due to poaching and ecologi-
cal factors.

The ministry of environment, forestry and tourism
said it would auction the animals to anyone in Namibia
or abroad who could meet the strict criteria, which
include quarantine facilities and a game-proof fence
certificate for the property where the elephants will be
kept.

Foreign buyers must also provide proof that conser-
vation authorities in their countries will permit them
to export elephants to their countries.

Like several other African nations, Namibia is trying
to strike a balance between protecting high-value spe-

cies like elephants and rhinos, while managing the dan-
ger they pose when they encroach on areas of human
habitation.

Namibia’s conservation drive, which has seen its el-
ephant population jump from around 7,500 in 1995 to
24,000 in 2019 according to government figures, has
enjoyed international support.

But last year Namibia said it was considering with-
drawing from the rules that govern the global trade
in endangered species. This was after countries voted
during a Convention on International Trade in Endan-
gered Species (CITES) meeting to reject proposals to
relax restrictions on hunting and exporting its white
rhinos.

The country wants to allow more trophy hunting
and the export of live animals, arguing that the funds it
would raise would help it to protect the species.

In October it put 70 female and 30 male buffalos
from Waterberg Plateau Park in central Namibia up for
sale in a bid to ease pressure on grazing land.

The arid southern African nation also auctioned
1,000 animals from national parks, including 500 buf-

By Guardian Reporter

TRAFFIC has obtained valuable new in-
sights into the organisation, activities and mo-
dus operandi of criminal operations thanks
to the voluntary co-operation of 73 offenders
imprisoned in South Africa for wildlife crime
offences.

The new study, ‘Insights from the Incarcer-
ated: An assessment of the illicit supply chain
in wildlife in South Africa’ builds on earlier
interviews with the same offenders to under-
stand their motivations in engaging in wildlife
crime.

Almost three-quarters of the offenders had
been imprisoned for rhino-related crimes, the
remainder for abalone- and cycad-related of-
fences. The offenders represented 49 unique
court cases concluded between 2009 and
2019.

The study examines how illegal wildlife
products are sourced-ranging from diving at
night for abalone, killing of rhinos and hack-
ing off their horns, through to digging up cy-
cad plants. Sometimes those employed as cy-
cad diggers were not told and were unaware
what they were doing was illegal.

Poachers were almost all from marginalised
communities with little access to alternative
economic opportunities who often switched
roles—from poaching to driving or concealing
products as circumstances changed, display-
ing high levels of fluidity.

The lure of more money also encouraged
those on the bottom rung of the criminal lad-
der to become involved further along the sup-
ply chain, recognising the increased financial
rewards in these positions.

One of the offenders said: “I got involved in
such a small little point and it just snowballed
from there. I soon became responsible for re-
cruiting drivers, procuring premises for stor-
age and drying, and ensuring the safe delivery
of the processed abalone to our Chinese buy-
ers who control the export out of the country.
The whole thing just perpetuated to the point
that even now I am still not sure how it all hap-

pened.”

Another offender said he had purchased a
truck and installed scales so that they could
weigh the abalone at a different location each
time to avoid detection by law enforcement.

Out of divers’ profits would come the cost
of renting diving equipment and their share
of the boat hire. One offender claimed that on
average, divers earned between $ 585 and $
1,170 per dive.

Several of those interviewed highlighted
how trafficking was facilitated through the en-
gagement of corrupt government and private
sector individuals—bribery costs were written
off as business transactions. According to one
offender:

“I got my assistant to track one of the cus-
toms officials, and to find out what the offi-
cial likes to do on weekends..where he likes
to go and what he likes to do in his spare time.
It just so happened that he liked to visit the
casino each week..from there we used to give
him credit vouchers for the casino so he can
have some fun. After some time, we asked him
to do us a favour in return. This favour was ob-
viously to allow our consignment safe passage
through the airport.”

Co-author of the study from Traffic, Sade
Moneron said: “The arrest of ground level of-
fenders could potentially lead to the unrave-
ling and disruption of illegal wildlife trade
networks if these arrests are treated as the
first step in a broader investigation to identify,
arrest and prosecute the individuals further
along the supply chain,” said

Moneron added: “A better understanding
of the difficulties experienced by law en-
forcement personnel in targeting the higher
echelons of the illicit supply chain may help
identification of applicable solutions and in-
terventions to overcome these challenges.”

Traffic’'s work with wildlife crime offend-
ers in South Africa was funded by Arcadia—A
charitable fund of Lisbet Rausing and Peter
Baldwin through support to the Reducing
Trade Threats to Africa’s wild species and eco-
systems (ReTTA) project.
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‘Nigeria needs restructuring urgently’

By Special Correspondent

NLY a few Nigerians have had the

rare privilege of traversing the

legal and politi-cal terrain with

equal success, and still remain
resolute and have great faith in the nation.
Owelle George Uwechue SAN is one of such
Nigerians; an avid legal practitioner, former
Chairman of the esteemed Body of Bench-
ers and Life Bench-er, and Mr Speaker Pro
tempore of the House of Representatives in
the Second Republic. Owelle Uwechue who
turned 82 yesterday had a chat with Onikepo
Braithwaite and Jude Igbanoi, explaining
why he believes strongly that Nigeria is in
dire need of urgent restructuring, and why
he thinks the #ENDSARS protest was over-
due

Congratulations on the occasion of your
82nd birthday Sir. You have lived a very ac-
complished life, not only reaching the peak
of your career as a Lawyer, being a Senior
Advocate of Nigeria, Life Bencher and a for-
mer Chairman of the Body of Benchers, but
also the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives in the 2nd Republic. How would you
compare your role as Speaker and that of the
House then, to what obtains now? Are you
satisfied with the National Assembly today?
If not, what measures can you suggest for
improvement? Do you agree with the gen-
eral complaint by Nigerians, that the salary
structure of members is exorbitant and un-
justifiable?

I thank you very much for your comple-
mentary messages on my 82nd birthday, and
particularly, on my modest contributions to
the development of the legal profession in
Nigeria and in politics. I must hasten to point
out, as shown in all my records and in partic-
ular, “Essays in my Honour”, my Speakership
of the House of Representatives was “MR
SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE”. I attach a copy
of the Votes and Proceeding of 1st National
Assembly, 4th Session No. 43 of Wednesday,
23rd February, 1983.

The role of the Speaker then and now, has
always been to preside judiciously over all
matters before the House, devoid of partisan
political considerations. Yes, I am satisfied
with the National Assembly of today, the role
of the National Assembly is derived from the
Constitution for the good governance of the
country.

The National Assembly has successfully
passed most bills, without rancour over the

Nigeria former President Olusegun Obasanjo

years, notwithstanding their different po-
litical affiliations; this is a positive de-velop-
ment. In that context, it will be unnecessary
to suggest any measures for the improve-
ment of the process which will involve the
amendment of the Constitution.

The final part of your question that the
general complaint by Nigerians is “that the
salary structure of the National Assembly
members is exorbitant and unjustifia-ble”,
must be viewed along with the very peculiar
Nigerian circumstances. In this context, the
general view is that the “Executive”, both
State and Federal, have failed to meet the ba-
sic needs of the people - such as electricity,
water supply and employment for the teem-
ing population. The legislators were elected
by their con-stituencies, it is their duty to do
whatever is in their power and legal, to pro-
vide for those who elected them.

Finally, on this point, “appropriation” is a
matter within the full constitutional control
of the National Assembly, by virtue of Sec-
tion 59(4) of the 1999 Constitu-tion. By virtue
of which, a bill passed by two third majority
of the joint meeting of the Senate and the
House of Representatives “shall become law
and the assent of the President shall not be
required”.

Indeed, the fact that since the Buhari Ad-
ministration there has been no such case, is
indisputable evidence that the National As-
sembly and the Executive are fully aware of
their respective responsibilities and powers,
in respect of appropriation.

What is your opinion about Restructuring?
Does Nigeria really need it, or are we fine as
we are now with the present arrangement
and the 1999 Constitution? Is a peaceful
devolution of powers from Nigeria’s strong
centre to the States or regions still possi-
ble at this level of our political evolution?
Could this be the best alternative to outright
breakup of the country?

I honestly believe that Nigeria needs re-
structuring, and urgently too. This is be-
cause notwithstanding one of the great
legacies of our former President Olusegun
Obasanjo, by the enactment of the Land Use
Act, which is protected by Section 315(5)(d)
of the Constitution, the successive Federal
Governments have deliberately refused to
abide by the provisions of that law. Section
1 of that Act vests “the ownership of all land
comprised in the territory of a State in the
Governor of the State; while Section 2 vests
the management and control of all land with-
in the Local Government Area Council.

In the circumstances anybody who pur-
ports or seeks to enter the territory of a
State for any purpose whatsoever, without
the consent or permit of the Governor of the
State is a trespasser!! Those who argue that
the action of the Federal Government and
those to whom they give leases or interests
in any part of the land in the State, wrongly
rely on Section 44(3) of the Constitution,
which vests “the entire property in and
control of all minerals oils and natural gas
and in, under or upon any land... shall vest
in the Government of the Federation ... and
shall be managed in such manner as may be
prescribed by the National Assembly. Inci-
dentally, Section 44(1) prohibits compulsory
acquisition of any movable property or any
interest in an immovable property shall be
taking possession of compulsorily... except in
the manner and for the purposes provided
by law ... any attempt by the Federal Govern-
ment to take possession of any part of the
land by entering directly or through agents,
is unconstitutional.

This issue of resource control and restruc-
turing have been the subject of discus-sions
by the Afenifere, the Ohaneze Ndi Igbo and
the South South groups in recent times. Hap-
pily, as reported in the media a few days ago,
a meeting was held between the South South
Leaders with the Federal Government, in
which the Special Assistant to the President,
Professor Ibrahim Gambari received their
demands, which we hope should be taken
seriously by the Federal Government.

The other issue of the feasibility of a
peaceful devolution of powers from Nigeri-
an’s strong centre to the States or regions,
are among the matters the Federal Govern-
ment is expected to consider as a matter of
urgency.

The final issue of “outright break up the
country”, is unpatriotic; we should in-deed,
urge for the expansion of ECOWAS, just as
the Europeans who, after two devastating
world wars formed the European Union.

The fallout of the #ENDSARS Protest, that
is, the Lekki Tollgate incident, the looting
and destruction of property, allegations and
counter-allegations, espe-cially the issue of
blank and real bullets between the Army and
Lai Mohammed on one hand and CNN on the
other; what is your take on it all Sir?

This question is very pertinent because it
is a current issue, not just affecting the Nige-
rian Government, but attracting reactions
from the British Parliament and some for-

eign media, like CNN. There is no
doubt that the protests have been
long overdue. The actions of SARS/
Police on our roads, constrained
most elders like me to go by air
whenever travel inevitable.

The protests were supported by
all and sundry and on the 1ith of
October, 2020, the Inspector Gen-
eral of Police promptly abolished
SARS and created SWAT, an alter-
native for the time being.

Nevertheless the protests contin-
ued, culminating in the incident at
the Lekki toll gate on October 20th
and the resultant looting and de-
struction of property. I believe that
in spite of the indisputable right of
the citizen to protest, such actions
must be done within the limits of
the law.

The other aspects of the question
involving the looting and destruc-
tion of property, allegations and
counter-allegations, especially the
issue within blank and real bullets,
between the Army and Lai Moham-
med on one hand and CNN on the
other hand, are matters now pend-
ing before the Lagos State Panel of
Inquiry headed by Honourable Jus-
tice Doris Okuwobi, retired Judge
of the Lagos State High Court. Until
the conclusion of the proceedings,
it would be inappropriate to com-
ment further on this matter.

Does Nigeria produce too many
Lawyers? Over 6,000 are called to
the Bar every year. Also, the Nige-
rian Law School has been accused
of producing too many 1Ist Class
graduates. What are your views
on this, with regard to legal educa-
tion? Some are also complaining
about the number of Senior Advo-
cates that are to be conferred with
the rank next month. Is there any-
thing wrong with that? Many nota-
ble senior non-litigation Lawyers
outside the Inner Bar who have
made their indelible contributions
to the development of the profes-
sion in Nigeria, have complained
of being denied the coveted rank
of SAN, which even Academics are
conferred with. What can be done
to address this imbalance?

[t's time to hold the state to account for xenophobic laws

By Kaajal Ramjathan-Keogh, Tim

Fish Hodgson and Tanveer Jeewa

OTWITHSTAND-

ING the fact that the

South African Con-

stitution, like the
Freedom Charter, says “South
Africa belongs to all who live
in it, united in our diversity” -
clearly affording human rights
protections to “everyone” -
xenophobic violence and sen-
timent have haunted the coun-
try’s constitutional democracy
since inception.

The perception that non-cit-
izens “do not belong” in South
Africa or are “stealing” jobs
from the country’s citizenry
challenges constitutional de-
mocracy at its core. Human
Rights Watch’s recent report,
They’ve Robbed Me of My Life,
which documents xenopho-
bic violence in 2019, reveals
that such violence was often
fuelled by South African citi-
zens' “blaming” non-citizens
for “unemployment, crime
[and] neglect by the govern-
ment, among other things”.

Xenophobic sentiment is
widespread and not merely
errant prejudice in some com-
munities. As an incisive edito-
rial in New Frame notes, both
factions within the ruling ANC
have “chosen to incite xeno-
phobia to sustain consent for
their authority”. In several
instances government offi-
cials have tried to mask their
failure to eliminate poverty
and eradicate inequality by
adopting xenophobic rhetoric,
scapegoating African non-citi-
zens, and inciting xenophobic
violence. In provinces where
it has governed, the official
opposition DA has also often
adopted the same tack, with
its leaders variously spreading
misinformation and prejudice
about non-citizens and even
South African migrants.

Against this backdrop New
Frame’s editorial observes that
the problem is severe enough
that “banal rhetoric from lib-
eral counter-elites about hu-
man rights will not solve this
crisis”. While this may be true,
the rule of law and human
rights-based condemnations
of xenophobia are necessary
for at least two key reasons.

First, xenophobic sentiment
is often masked in the liberal
language of the rule of law and
human rights. Political elites
commonly use the “illegality”
or “criminality” of non-citizens
as a veil for inciting xenopho-
bia. Therefore, contesting
their false claims precisely
with “banal” human rights ar-
guments is important.

Second, there is an emerg-
ing trend to garner support for
xenophobic prejudice through
the language of human rights
and affirmative action. This is
essentially what the Gauteng
Township Economic Devel-
opment Bill does. As we will
show, this trend needs ad-
dressing on its own terms.

None of this discounts the
core conclusions of the New
Frame editorial: The ultimate
solution will not be found in
such elite discussions, but in
popular opposition and or-
ganising against xenophobia,
thereby reducing the political
capital and appeal of such poi-
sonous rhetoric.

Xenophobia, the rule of law
and human rights

Xenophobic sentiment in
South Africa often revolves
around two key, sometimes
unarticulated, assumptions,
both of which are false despite
being accepted as universal
truths.

The first is that one may ac-
curately and lawfully identify
people as “legal” or “illegal”,
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A general view of a spaza shop in Duduza during national lockdown on April 20, 2020 in Ekurhule. (File photo)

with “illegal” meaning “foreigner” and “legal” being “South
African”. In this view, legality is premised on the notion of citi-
zenship, with citizens incorrectly understood to be the only
people with the right to work and non-citizens unlawfully ex-
cluded by local governments from obtaining licences or per-
missions to to work.

The fallacy is that no one may be identified as “illegal” or “le-
gal” because, as the courts have emphatically confirmed, “hu-
man dignity has no nationality”. It is sheer nonsense to qualify
fellow human beings as “illegal”’; we are all equal before the
law and enjoy equal protection of the law without discrimina-
tion. This is why the overwhelming majority of human rights
protections in international and national law are available to
everyone, as the Constitutional Court has confirmed. If a local
government bylaw or a national law prohibits a non-citizen
from making a living, it is that prohibition that is illegal. The
Supreme Court of Appeal has made this abundantly clear:

“[1]f, because of circumstances, a refugee or asylum seeker
is unable to obtain wage-earning employment and is on the
brink of starvation, which brings with it humiliation and deg-
radation, and that person can only sustain him- or herself by
engaging in trade, that such a person ought to be able to rely
on the constitutional right to dignity in order to advance a
case for the granting of a license to trade as aforesaid. In fact,
in those circumstances it would be the very antithesis of the
very enlightened rights culture proclaimed by our Constitu-

tion for us.. to condemn the [refugees and asylum seekers] to
a life of humiliation and degradation. That I do not believe our
Constitution ought to countenance.”

Moreover, many non-citizens living in South Africa - as refugees
or asylum seekers - are lawfully present and entitled to work un-
der South African law in line with the country’s commitments
to the Refugee Convention.

The second false assumption is that there is a zero-sum game
when it comes to employment of citizens and non-citizens. In
the populist narrative, when a “foreigner” has a job this must
be at the expense of a South African citizen. This view is bol-
stered by the Gauteng government’s explanation for the need
for the Bill: “The absence of [legal] enforcement has led to the
flooding of township market by foreign-owned spaza shops
and the mega shopping malls, both of which have led to the
significant decline if not collapse of the township businesses
owned by local business people.”

But the available evidence does not support this assertion
in the context of Gauteng or elsewhere. For example, in a de-
tailed study the World Bank says “immigrants in South Africa
had a positive impact on employment and wages for locals”.

Similarly, a joint report of the International Labour Organisa-
tion and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment found that “the presence of new immigrants, who
have been in South Africa for fewer than 10 years, appears to
increase both the employment rate and the incomes of South

African-born workers”.

Research in Gauteng is largely
consistent with these findings. A
survey of the Gauteng City-Region
Observatory, for example, shows
emphatically that migrant and
South African businesses are inter-
dependent. There is, for instance,
significant evidence that migrant
businesses employ large numbers
of South Africans, often rent busi-
ness premises from South Africans
and frequently source goods from
South African manufacturers and
suppliers.

Xenophobia and erasing non-
citizens’ blackness

Despite this evidence it remains
remarkably easy for political elites
to incite xenophobic sentiment
and garner significant support for
it. The Bill, an explicit attempt to
exclude non-citizens from eco-
nomic activity to purportedly
benefit South African citizens, is a
clear case of this type of political
manoeuvring.

Local and international civil so-
ciety organisations have repeat-
edly made the point that the Bill,
wittingly or not, risks fanning the
flames of xenophobic violence.
The political momentum behind
it seems unaffected by these criti-
cisms, with the Parliamentary Port-
folio Committee on Small Business
Development calling it a “move in
the right direction” and the Nation-
al Executive appearing to support
legislation of this nature.

The Bill exposes a potentially
even deeper concern about its ide-
ological basis. It explicitly defines
“black people” and “black per-
son” (the intended beneficiaries of
the Bill) so as to explicitly include
only African, Indian and coloured
South African citizens by birth, de-
scent and naturalisation. In doing
so it makes it clear that its aim is not
only to strip African non-citizens of
their human rights, but also of their
blackness.

DM
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Wealthy Kenyans
sell posh vehicles

amid Covid crisis

NAIROBI

Wealthy Kenyans have been racing
to dispose of their high-end cars in the
wake of Covid-19 economic hardships,
online listing of vehicle sales shows.

Findings of a Tifa Research survey
released on Wednesday show that 34.4
per cent of the 151,000 cars listed for
sale on Cheki — a car selling website —
are sports utility vehicles (SUVs) and
four-wheel drive models that are as-
sociated with the rich and middle class
Kenyans. The models include Toyota
Prado, Toyota Harrier, Vanguard, Nis-
san X-Trail and the Subaru Forester
that have high maintenance and fuel
Ccosts.

The rush to dispose of the fuel-guz-
zling models came in period when fi-
nancial misery engulfed many people
amid the economic fallout from the
Covid-19 pandemic and the restric-
tions imposed to contain the spread of
the virus. Workers have been hit with
layoffs or unpaid leave and pay cuts for
those retained, while a number of busi-
ness people shut down amid a collapse
in sales.

“We anticipate this is due to the high
number of people wishing to sell SUVs
and four-wheel drives because of the
Covid-19 hardships. Remember that
we are also seeing more listings of
auctioneers in the papers due to loan
defaults,” Tifa Research CEO Maggie
Ireri said on Wednesday. Station wag-
ons are the second highest number of
second-hand cars listed for sale on the
websites at 19.5 per cent followed by
hatchbacks (18.5 per cent) and saloon
cars at 17.7 per cent.

Models under the Toyota brand
dominate the Kenyan second-hand car
market, controlling more than 80 per
cent of market share, followed by the
Nissan and Subaru brands. The high
number of SUVs and four-wheel drives
put up for sale coincides with a rise in
loan defaults.

e

Tifa Research CEO Maggie Ireri.
BREAKTHROUGH

Workers and businesses have de-
faulted on loans worth Sh53.95 billion
since the onset of the coronavirus re-
strictions in March, paving the way for
blacklisting of thousands of borrowers
with credit reference bureaus (CRBs)
from January.

Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) data
shows that non-performing loans
(NPLs) rose to Sh403.9 billion in Octo-
ber, up from Sh349.9 billion at the end
February — the sharpest eight-month
increase in recent history.

The rise in defaulted credit has trig-
gered a jump in property auction as
banks move to seize assets from de-
faulters in a year when a majority of
top lenders are expected to issue profit
warning due to costs linked to bad
loans.

About 1.72 million workers lost jobs
in the three months to June when
Kenya imposed a coronavirus-induced
lockdown in selected counties that led
to layoffs and pay cuts. The rise in the
number of high-end car models put up
for sale also comes amid plunging pur-
chase orders due to reduced cash flow.

Kenyans faced with Covid-19-linked
hardships have gone slow on luxury
spending. New vehicle registrations
dipped 33 per cent to 52,999 in the
nine months to September from 79,078
in a similar period last year, data by the
Kenya National Bureau of Statistics
(KNBS) shows.

But the cost of imported second-
hand cars has jumped by up to 12 per
cent or Sh500,000 per unit over the
past three months, propped up by the
weakening of the shilling to historic
lows against the dollar. The shilling
on Tuesday traded at Sh110.15 units to
the US dollar from Sh106.4 in June and
Sh102.3 in March — prompting the im-
porters of items like cars, fuel, second-
hand clothes and industrial machinery
to pass the additional costs to consum-
ers.

GENEROSITY

—

LONDON

he winner of this

year’s $1 million Global

Teacher Prize has shared

half of the prize money
with nine other finalists. Ranjitsinh
Disale of India was named the
winner of the prestigious award
for his work in improving the
educational outcomes of young
girls in remote schools.

The Global Teacher Prize is
an annual award by the Varkey
Foundation to a teacher who has
made an outstanding contribution
to the profession. This year’s event
was presented online by writer
and comedian Stephen Fry from
the National History Museum in
London.
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Organisers decided the prize
would be rotated to other host
countries on a yearly basis. More
than 12,000 teachers from 140
countries were nominated for the
prize this year, with the entrants
whittled down to 10 finalists.

Mr Disale, who accepted the
award over a livestream from
India, was praised for his work to
ensure disadvantaged girls went to
school and achieved good results -
rather than missing out on school
and facing early marriage.

The foundation said Zilla
Parishad Primary School - located
in the village of Paritewadi
in India’s western state of
Maharashtra - was a “dilapidated
building, sandwiched between a
cattle shed and a storeroom” when
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Mr Disale arrived.

The teacher learnt the students’
primary language, Kannada, and
redesigned all the textbooks for
better comprehension. Accepting
the award, Mr Disale donated half
of the $1 million in prize money
to the other nine finalists because
“teachers always believe in sharing
and giving.”

“In this hard time, teachers are
giving their best to make sure
every student has access to their
birthright of a good education,”
he said. “I receive this honour on
behalf of millions and millions of
students and teachers, all working
hard during this time of Covid.” Mr
Disale said the work of teachers
should never be undervalued.
“Teachers are change-makers.

Saturday 5 December, 2020

Winner of US $1million Global Teacher
Prize gives away half to 9 other finalists

.r . k.' A

Ranijitsinh Disale reacts after he won the $1 million Global Teacher Prize at a virtual ceremony held at the Natural History Museum in London.

They change the lives of students
all over the world,” he said.

Mr Varkay said “by sharing the
prize you teach the world the
importance of giving.” A special
Covid Hero award went to Jamie
Frost of the UK. Mr Frost was
recognised for creating a free
website that has downloadable
resources for students.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson
said the work of teachers around
the world had made students’ lives
easier during the pandemic.“Your
creativity and ingenuity has given
hope and support to millions of
children throughout the world,”
he said.“It's incredible how
teachers have adapted to home
learning and used technology to
reach their students.”

ACTIVISM

Cameroonian migrant
turns saviour of others

RABAT

Seven years ago, when Cam-
eroon began experiencing inter-
regional conflict, Armand Loughy,
a 55-year old Cameroonian psy-
chiatrist, strapped her youngest
child on her back and with her
five other children embarked on
the dangerous Journey from Cam-
eroon towards Rabat, Morocco’s
capital.

They fled the deteriorating
security situation in Cameroon,
looking for a better life. Loughy,
who is now also a migrant activist
based in Morocco, listened atten-
tively to the on-going discussions
during the opening ceremony
of the Global Compact for Safe,
Orderly and Regular Migration
(GCM) in Marrakech.

Her own experiences pushed
her to campaign on migration is-
sues, shifting from being a refugee
herself to becoming an activist—
one of the most vocal personali-
ties in the Moroccan civil society
space.

“We went through the desert
and where the fear consumed us.

Many of my fellow migrants got
hurt by bandits and died-in the
most horrible way with their bod-
ies dumped in the desert,” Loughy
recalls. After arriving in Morocco,
she faced many difficulties in find-
ing a job before finally securing
work at a psychiatric clinic in Ra-
bat.

With a well-paying job, Loughy
could easily have forgotten her
traumatic journey and suffering
and moved on. But she chose not
to—her decision to start helping
migrants came at the right time
as Morocco was also establishing
favourable policies on how to han-
dle migrants. This policy shift, ac-
cording to Loughy, enabled her to
become “a candle that would light
up the darkness of migrants.”

In 2014, she founded the Asso-
ciation of Women Migrants in Mo-
rocco, working to attract other mi-
grants. Gradually, her association
gained respect in the civil society
space. “In the beginning, the chil-
dren of the poor neighbourhood
where [ was active threw stones at
me,” Loughy says. “But after many
months of continuous work, I be-

came familiar and respected by
locals and migrants.”

Her organisation is active in the
Sidi Musa district of Salé—about
330 km north of Marrakech—
where hundreds of migrants oc-
cupy small rooms, either work-
ing or begging on the streets, and
then returning to the ghetto in the
evening.

The children of these migrants,
some of whom were born in Mo-
rocco, until recently had nothing
to do. Some accompanied moth-
ers to beg, others played in the
neighbourhood all day without
any clear future—a painful reality
that Loughy and her organisation
acted upon.

She presented a proposal to
Salé’s Regional Directorate of Edu-
cation and Training, and her ideas
were welcomed. Classrooms were
allocated within the public edu-
cational institutions for migrants’
children. These have now become
independent departments with
their own teaching staff, and now
even teach local Moroccan stu-
dents.

“We are trying to use education

as a tool for integration,” Loughy
says, adding the association is
making a big drive to inform mi-
grants about the importance of
education to ensure as many chil-
dren as possible are enrolled into
school.

Many migrants, especially those
who do not have residence docu-
ments, remain sceptical of these
types of initiatives, Loughy says.
But the hope is that better edu-
cated children of migrants can
inspire change at home and be-
tween communities.

Loughy dreams of a united
African continent and believes
that the best way to achieve co-
existence among the continent’s
peoples is through education
and knowledge. After listening to
discussions at the GCM about the
tools and partnerships needed
to give that dream a chance, she
will leave Marrakech to return to
spreading education among the
children of Morocco’s migrants.
“We have learnt that when stu-
dents start living together, then
parents can also learn how to co-
exist,” Loughy says.

Alcohol-ree sanitiser can eliminate Covid-19 too, says new study

LONDON

Alcohol-free hand sanitiser has
been found to be as effective as
alcohol-based ones on surfaces in
fighting Covid-19, according to a new
study published in the Journal of
Hospital Infection.

The study was conducted by
Brigham Young University, where re-
searchers tested samples of Covid-19

with benzalkonium chloride, which
is commonly used in alcohol-free
hand sanitisers and other quater-
nary ammonium compounds that
are found in regular household dis-
infectants. The results showed that
these disinfectants wipe out at least
99.9% of the virus within 15 seconds.

A game-changer

As part of Covid-19 prevention
guidelines, the World Health Organi-

zation recommended that people
use alcohol-based hand rub prod-
uct containing between 60% and
80% alcohol. The results of the new
research can, however, be a game-
changer, the study authors believe.
“This may actually provide a change
in government directions about
hand sanitiser,” said co-author Brad
Berges in a press release.

“It just seems like during this pan-

demic, the non-alcohol-based hand
sanitisers have been thrown by the
wayside because the government
was saying, ‘We don’t know that
these worlc, due to the novelty of the
virus and the unique lab conditions
required to run tests on it.”

Also effective against other viruses

Previously, Health24 reported
on how alcohol-based hand
sanitisers have caused hand eczema

in healthcare workers and the
general population. “Benzalkonium
chloride can be used in much lower
concentrations and does not cause
the familiar ‘burn’ feeling you might
know from using alcohol-based
hand sanitiser.

“It can make life easier for people
who have to sanitize their hands
a lot, like healthcare workers, and
maybe even increase compliance

with sanitising guidelines,” said lead
study author Benjamin Ogilvie.

“Our results indicate that alcohol-
free hand sanitiser works just as well,
so we could, maybe even should, be
using it to control Covid,” he said.
Ogilvie added that the alcohol-free
products do not only work for pre-
venting Covid-19 but are also effec-
tive in fighting against the common
cold and flu viruses.
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CREATIVITY

Wet paint: A social experiment in social distancing

JOHANNESBURG
wo top South
African artists,
Baba Tjeko,
and Lauren
Colin Mitchell (aka Curious
Lauren), have partnered

with Stella Artois to create
an art installation that’s as
mischievous as it is masterful.
Titled “Wet Paint,” the artists’
ambition is to bring the social
distancing message to life in
their unique artistic styles,
based on the idea that social
distancing does not mean
anti-social.

In the experiment, eight,
locally made, Houtlander
Interdependence II benches
have been installed in
busy public spaces in and
around Johannesburg. The
two artists then painted
murals directly onto the
middle of the benches and
then left “wet paint” signs,
encouraging people to sit
alongside yet apart from
each other.

“I was inspired to create a
beautiful and happy artwork
that would draw people’s
attention and get them
excited to sit next to it and
practice social distancing. To
me, social distancing means
respect for humanlife. 'm not
only protecting myself from
being infected with Covid-19,
but I'm doing the same for
fellow human beings,” says
multi-disciplinary artist Baba

Tjeko.

Artist and designer, Tjeko
portrays African ideas and
perspectives through his
Litema artwork, a form of
Basotho mural art composed
of decorative geometric
patterns, mostly in black and
white with hints of mainly
blue, yellow and red in some
pieces. In the installation, he
used red as the dominant
colour and chose to merge
his signature patterns, lines
and colours with symbols
that include the chalice and
star.

Speaking to the times we
live in, art director, designer
and illustrator  Curious
Lauren’s style contrasts
sometimes serious messages
with a bright, bold and
inviting execution  style
that is friendly and easy to
consume, regardless of the
juxtaposition.

“I wanted to create
something that would stand
out, draw the viewer in and
tell a smart and charming
story. I was excited and a
little nervous to see how
people would interact with
these pieces and have an
aha moment. I do hope the
artworks gave people a little
smile under their masks
that they carried with them
throughout the rest of their
day,” says the JHB-based
artist, whose work typically
contains strong messages of
empowerment, equality, self-

care and inclusivity.

The benches are in easy
to spot locations around
Gauteng, including Menlyn
on Main in Pretoria, Mall
of Africa Waterfall Park
in Midrand and Sandton
Gautrain  forecourt. By
leaving hand-written “wet
paint” signs in place (long
after the paint had in fact
dried), the levels of social
distancing compliance
actually improved
dramatically, as shown in a
short film produced around
the installation and reveal.

Says  Marsha  Kumire,
Brand Director: High-End
Africa: “The Wet Paint bench
installations show us that
social distancing doesn’t
have to be anti-social. The
reality is that being over a
pandemic does not mean
it is over. As lockdown
starts to ease, we need to
be careful not to slip back
into old habits too quickly.
We wanted to propose that
life is to be savoured when
we come together, even if
slightly apart.”

As South Africa heads into
the festive summer season
and lockdown restrictions
in the country continue to
relax, initiatives like these
might just help to keep us
from slipping back into old
social habits too quickly and,
in so doing, play a small but
significant role in preventing
a second wave of infections.

South African artist, Baba Tjeko.

UNIQUE

Grandmother’s opera
comes home to Kenya

NAIROBI

Opera was something
Rhoda Achieng-Ondeng was
destined to do from the time
she was seven years old when
her Scottish school teacher
spotted her vocal talent and
sent her straight on stage with
a song that this professional
soprano still recalls.

Achieng-Ondeng also
remembers the simple songs
her maternal grandmother
Nyanga would sing to her
when as a child she would
sit at the ancient storyteller’s
feet, listening as she told of
how she had run away from
home as a little girl, was found
by Canadian missionaries
who turned her humble life
upside down.

It’s the ‘rTunaway’
grandmother’s story that
Achieng-Ondeng first wrote
down with a view to its
becoming Kenya’s second
indigenous opera. The first
was Ondieki the Fisherman
composed by her former
teacher of English Francis
Chandler. “It was he that I

sought out once I decided
Nyanga’s story had to become
an opera,” says Achieng-
Ondeng who has been a
professional opera singer
since she left the University
of Oregon with two master’s
degrees in music.

She spoke to the Business

Daily just before re-
staging excerpts of the full
opera, Nyanga: Runaway

Grandmother last night in
Lavington at her Baraka
Opera Trust Performing Arts
Centre, which she built since
coming back to Kenya from
Norway early this millennium.
“We will perform another
set of excerpts on December
8 in Kisumu County at the
Ciala Resort,” says Achieng-
Ondeng, adding that Kisumu
governor Anyang Nyongo
invited her and the opera.
Surprisingly, this singer
turned opera producer-
director chose not to play the
title role for several reasons.
One is she wanted to bring
together all of the elements
required, from the orchestra
and conductor (Kiggundu

Musoke, Director of Kampala
Music School) to the vocal
training of 40 singers (by Ciru
James, also a professional
musician) to all the other
production details, which
she’s left with Michael James
who, like Achieng-Ondeng,
has been back and forth
between Kenya and Europe
for many years.

“Mike actually accompanied
me on the piano when I sang
at Starehe Boys. I was still a
student at Limuru Girls,” she
says, who married Norwegian
Ingvard Wilhelmsen and has
lived abroad ever since. “But
I've always come back to
Kenya every year.”

“I call myself a ‘visionary’
because I've always wanted to
return and introduce Kenyans
to opera,” she says, knowing
that opera seems alien, even
elitist to many. “But that is
why I want to demystify it
S0 people can see opera as a
vehicle for sharing Kenyans’
stories.” In this case, she
says her opera is in English
mixed with bits of Dholuo and
Kiswabhili.
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Rhoda Ondeng Wilhelmsen is creator and producer of the opera ‘Nyanga: Runaway Grandmother.’

Having auditioned many
Kenyans for the show, she’s
found the vocal talents of
young people tremendous.
“Every character is cast with
an understudy,” she says,
noting that Lyndie Shiniyega
is playing her grandmother

with May Ombara as her
understudy.
Serving as both opera

producer and  director,
Achieng-Ondeng has staged
extracts of Nyanja twice
already this month, once
November 6 at her centre
in Lavington and again
November 8 when she
involved award-winning
writer Yvonne Adhiambo
Owuor, to help her lead a
programme on how “music

meets literature.” “We practice
social distancing during all
our performances, but it’s also
helpful that thus far, they have
all been outdoors,” she adds.
Rhoda has previously kept
a relatively low profile when
she’s been back in Kenya. Yet
she still gets recognised for
first prize performances that
she gave during past Schools

Drama Festivals. It was in 2014
when she set up the Baraka
Opera Trust now to begin to
realise her dreams of bringing
opera home to Kenya.
December 8 will be a special
occasion since ‘Nyanga’ will be
part of the larger Kusi Festival,
embracing representative
artists from East and Central
Africa.

ENTERPRISING

Inside Rwanda’s ﬁrst female c

KIGALI

Roaming through Bugesera
District, youll notice many
women who are casually
doing something considered ‘a
man’s thing’ — riding a bicycle.
A woman riding a bicycle,
sometimes with a baby in her
back, is a common sight here.

In the same district, a
bicycle is one of the resources
given to a couple to take to the
new home before marriage.
It is here that Serge Gasore,
a former athlete, noticed the
enthusiasm of cycling among
women and opted to start a
team of female cyclists; the

“Bugesera Women Cycling
Team.”

“Cycling has become a
culture in this community,
that is why I sought a way
to turn that hobby into
a  development  activity,
especially for the women,
because they are as capable
as the men,” Gasore tells The
New Times.

Starting its operations in
2020, the team has grown to
seven teenage girls and young
women under the age of 20,
though the development
was disrupted by Covid-19’s
outbreak in mid-March. Early
in the morning, the team

Members of Bugesera Women Cycling Team.

practices  for  kilometres,
which increases depending on
their schedule.

When we visited, the young
cyclists were coming from
Gako Military Training Camp
to their school in Bugesera.
It is a 24km journey that was
carried out in less than three
hours. According to their
coach, Valerie Uwizeyimana,
the team has developed from
a ride of less than five to 90
kilometres.

“Yes! They can even ride
from Bugesera to Muhanga
(more than 100km) and end
the race within seven hours.

However, most of them could
not even walk five kilometres
when they first came here,”
she comments. Divine
Tumukunde, the 16-year-old
captain of the team, recalls
how she decided to join the
team as a way to develop her
talent.

“I realised T had cycling
skills. T wanted to develop
those skills and so I joined
the team. They helped me
practice a lot and I became
the first runner-up in the
district competition. This is
the result of the practices we
are given here,” she explains.
The whole team opts to live

clists centre

wakes up and starts cy;ng

at the campus where they
carry out daily exercises,
but the priority is education,
according to  Innocente
Uwamahoro, the secretary
general of the cycling home.

“Cycling is not our priority;
our priority is education.
The ladies are here to be
educated, learn disciplinary
values and later on, we move
on to cycling, but it is not
our first intention,” she says.
The same views are echoed
by another teenager present
at the campus, Claudine
Tuyishimire, a 16-year-old
senior three student.
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Australian family finds young koala in their Christmas tree

ADELAIDE

An Australian family came
home to an early surprise
waiting for them in, not
under, their Christmas tree.

The McCormicks, from
Adelaide, South Australia,
had an outing only to
return home and find an
unexpected ornament
hanging on their tree: a
young, wild koala. “T think
the dog went straight to
the Christmas tree and
was sniffing around and
mum thought that was a
bit weird,” the 16-year-old
daughter Taylah said.

“There was baubles all
over the floor .. and she
looked up and there was
a koala in the tree. It was
pretty tangled up in the
lights. It was a fake tree and
very old but she still tried
eating the leaves off it .. I
saw her munch down on
some but she stopped when
she realised it was plastic.”

Ayoung koala clinging to a Christmas tree.

Taylah’s  mother, = Amanda
McCormick, said she was in
shock from what she saw.

“I thought ‘Ts this a joke?’ T

thought one of my kids may have
put like a soft toy in there, but
no, it was a live one,” she said.
“We've had them in our trees

before but not inside on our
Christmas tree .. It must have
crawled in when the doors were
open, it would have been in our

house for at least three hours.”

The family called a local
animal rescue, but had to
convince them it wasn’t a joke.
Eventually, 1300Koalaz came
to the rescue, sharing photos
of the koala clinging on to the
tree. They named the young
koala Daphne and released
her into a tree in a bushy area
nearby. “Daphne is fine. I saw
her today and she was high in
the tree she went up yesterday,
totally oblivious to the media
storm she has caused,” said Dee
Hearne-Hellon, co-founder of
1300Koalaz.

“We all care for the koalas
at home as we prefer to use
donations to care for the koalas
and regenerate lost habitat.” Just
last month, a saw-whet owl was
found hiding in the Rockefeller
Centre Christmas tree. It had
reportedly been transported 274
kilometres from upstate New
York to New York City. It was
released back into the wild after
being nursed back to health by a
rehabilitation centre.

Joe and Jill Biden are

bringing a cat back
to the White House

WASHINGTON

It’s one thing to try to
unite Republicans and
Democrats, but it’s anoth-
er to do the same with cat
and dog lovers. However,
it appears US President-
elect Joe Biden is willing
to give it a try.

While it has already
been announced that he
and his wife, Jill Biden,
will be bringing the first
rescue dog to the White
House, it's now been re-
vealed they are planning
to bring along a cat as
well. The new feline is ex-
pected to join the family’s
German shepherds when
Biden takes office on In-
auguration Day on Janu-
ary 20.

CBS Sunday Morning’s
Jane Pauley first revealed
news of their planned
cat on Twitter. The name

and breed of the feline
has yet to be announced.
The Bidens “won’t just
be bringing their Ger-
man shepherds, Major
and Champ, to the White
House. The Bidens tell
us exclusively that soon

they’ll be joined by a cat,”
she tweeted.
Biden’s two  dogs,

Champ and Major will be
the first pooches in the
White House since former
president Barack Obama
and his family lived there
with their two Portuguese
Water Dogs, Sunny and
Bo.

Long-time dog lovers,
the Bidens adopted Ma-
jor from the Delaware
Humane Association in
2018. The German shep-
herd joined their first dog,
Champ, who is the same
breed.

REMUNERATION

Here are the 10 highest

paid actresses globally,
going by Forbes ratings

NEW YORK

Modern Family star Sofia Ver-
gara has been named the highest
paid actress in the world, Forbes
announced on Friday.

Vergara - who is also currently
a judge on America’s Got Talent
- earned $43 million in the past
12 months in salary and endorse-
ments. She moved up from sec-
ond place last year. The 48-year-
old Colombia-born actress earned
$500,000 an episode for the final
season of Emmy-winning Modern
Family, which wrapped up earlier
this year.

Forbes estimated she would
earn “at least $10 million each sea-
son” for AGT, one of the most pop-
ular reality television competition
shows in the United States. The
coronavirus pandemic paralysed
Hollywood, forcing crews to stop
production and shuttering movie
theaters, so many big-budget films
have been delayed.

Many film stars also make
money by earning a share of the
profits - meaning if movies are not
released in theaters, their income
plummets. Nevertheless, Oscar
winner Angelina Jolie came in sec-
ond place on the Forbes list at $35
million.

But actresses who make most of
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Viola Davis earned $15.5 million.
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their money from television and/
or streaming services made up
the bulk of the list. Wonder Wom-
an star Gal Gadot came in third at
$31 million, but she made a chunk
of her money from the Netflix film
Red Notice.

Grey’s Anatomy lead Ellen
Pompeo was eighth at $19 million,
and The Handmaids Tale star
Elisabeth Moss came in ninth at
$16 million. Another Oscar win-
ner, Viola Davis, made her first ap-
pearance on the top 10 list.

The How To Get Away with Mur-
der actress - who will soon star in
Netflix’s adaptation of the August
Wilson play Ma Rainey’s Black
Bottom - came in 10th at $15.5
million. Even the venerable Meryl
Streep (fifth place) made most of
her income in the past year from
either films for streaming services
or television roles.

Intotal, the top 10 paid actresses
in the world in 2020 earned $254
million in the 12 months leading
up to June, Forbes said. That was
down 20 per cent from last year.
The top 10 highest paid actors
made nearly double as much - al-
most $550 million - in the same
period. Last month’s list for the
men was topped by Dwayne “The
Rock” Johnson at $87.5 million.
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EU-UK trade deal hangs in the
balance with four weeks to go

BRUSSELS/LONDON

BREXIT trade talks are in the difficult phase
and a deal can only be struck if the European
Union (EU) accepts that Britain is a sovereign
nation, a British minister said yesterday after
London indicated that the chance of a break-
through was receding.

With less than four weeks left until the
United Kingdom finally exits the EU’s orbit on
Dec 31, both sides are calling on the other to
compromise over fishing, state aid and how to
resolve any future disputes.

The two sides talked into late on Thursday
to try to secure a deal, with an EU official say-
ing an agreement was closer than ever but a
UK government source warning chances for a
breakthrough were receding.

“We are at a critical phase,” Business Secre-
tary Alok Sharma told Sky TV yesterday. “It is
fair to say that we are in a difficult phase, there
are some tricky issues still to be resolved.”

“Right from the start of this process, we’ve
always said that a deal can only be done if the
EU recognizes that the UK is a sovereign in-
dependent nation,” Sharma said. “It is on the
basis of that a deal will be done.”

In Brussels, European Council President
Charles Michel stressed that any agreement
that may emerge between negotiators must
still be approved by the 27 member states.

Michel said the next few days will show

what comes next and the 27 leaders meeting
remotely on Dec 10-11 will take a position on
the latest developments. “We want a deal but
not at any price,” Michel said. “For the Euro-
pean Union ... the ‘level playing field’ is key.”

French European Affairs Minister Clement
Beaune said that if a good deal coud not be
reached, then France would veto it.

EU Brexit negotiator Michel Barnier is due
to update 27 national envoys to the bloc’s hub
later in the day on the latest in the talks.

A member of Barnier’s team said on Thurs-
day that significant gaps remained on the
three most contentious issues and that the
final outcome was still uncertain.

“The long and the short story is that talks
are continuing in London. Significant diver-
gences remain,” Stefaan de Rynck said at a
seminar in the Belgian capital. “Both sides
are working hard to overcome them but the
outcome is uncertain.” He likened the nego-
tiations to a marathon and said the sides were
“probably past kilometer 40” of the just over
42-kilometer race.

Late on Thursday, after a day of mostly si-
lence, the British government said: “At the
eleventh hour, the EU is bringing new ele-
ments into the negotiation. A breakthrough
is still possible in the next few days but that
prospect is receding.”

An EU official dismissed that as last-minute
rhetoric aimed at winning concessions. While

i

European Council President Charles Michel

the person agreed an agreement was “closer than ever”, they admitted
it was still not clear if there would be one at all.

Missed deadlines

EU sources said discussions centered around the so-called level
playing field on state aid and fixing future minimum labour and en-
vironmental standards, as well as what “effective remedies” each side
could take if the other let them slip.

The two are trying to agree rules to govern nearly US$1 trillion in
annual trade after Britain leaves the EU’s orbit on Dec 31. But the three
main sticking points have never really shifted, on agreeing fishing
rights in UK waters, ensuring fair competition for companies and ways
to solve future disputes.

An EU diplomat who declined to be identified said earlier on Thurs-
day the bloc’s negotiators had moved to “within millimeters” of the
limits of their negotiating mandate.

“We’ve reached a point where we are so close to the limits of our
mandate that we need a movement on the side of the UK if we want to
strike a deal,” the envoy said.

After many missed deadlines, there was no guarantee that Barnier
and his UK counterpart, David Frost, would resolve those differences
and seal a deal, which would still need the approval of the 27 EU states,
as well as the European Parliament. Agencies

Ethiopian Jews flown to Israel amid Tigray conflict

TELAVIV

HUNDREDS of Ethiopian
Jews on Thursday airlifted to
Israel - the first of several thou-
sand waiting to emigrate there
in a long-running saga.

It comes weeks after Israel
announced plans to do so, after
failing to implement a previous
pledge to take in the commu-
nity.

The immigrants are related
to Ethiopian Jews brought to
Israel decades ago in a series of
secret operations.

But questions over their eligi-
bility to settle in Israel held up
the process.

The issue gained greater ur-
gency in recent weeks as fight-
ing between the Ethiopian

Stable China-US ties essential for

SOUND and stable China-
US relations are essential for
the post-pandemic world, Chi-
nese Ambassador to the Unit-
ed States Cui Tiankai said on
Thursday.

“It is clear that the post-
pandemic world would not be
stable and global governance
would not be effective without
sound and stable relations be-
tween China and the US,” Cui
(pictured) said in his opening
remarks at the annual confer-
ence of the Institute for China-
America Studies (ICAS).

This has been a very unusual
year, probably a turning point
in history, the ambassador said,
underlining pressing priorities
to overcome the pandemic, re-
store global economic growth
and protect people’s livelihood.

government and local forces in
the Tigray region threatened
to spread south to Gondar city,
where most of the Jewish com-
munity are in transit camps.

Israel Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu and his politi-
cal rival, Alternate Prime Min-
ister Benny Gantz, greeted the
316 new arrivals at Ben Gurion
Airport.

“My wife Sarah and I stood
there with tears in our eyes at
the welcoming,” Netanyahu
said in a statement, “when we
see the immigrants, our Ethio-
pian Jewish brothers, leave the
plane... come down and touch
the ground, the land of Israel.

“You waited so long to real-
ise the dream and today it is
being realised.”

“We are about to enter the
third decade of the 2ist cen-
tury. There are unprecedented
needs for bilateral and global
cooperation: public health, cli-
mate change, a more inclusive
and equitable process of glo-
balization, advancement of sci-
ence and technology that will
improve the life of more people
in more places, etc,” he said.

He stressed that all those
challenges called for enhanced
international cooperation, in-
cluding China and the US work-
ing with each other in particu-
lar instead of decoupling from
each other.

Therefore, it is time for reflec-
tion on the consequential re-
lationship between China and
the United States as the COV-
ID-19 pandemic has highlighted

Immigration Minister Pnina
Tamano-Shata - herself an
Ethiopian-born immigrant
brought to Israel in a clan-
destine airlift in 1984 - went
to Ethiopia to oversee yester-
day’s transfer, dubbed Opera-
tion Rock of Israel.

The community, known as
Falash Mura, are descend-
ants of Jews who converted to
Christianity - many under du-
ress - in the late 19th Century.
In recent decades they have
identified as Jewish again, liv-
ing their lives in accordance
with the faith.

However, unlike the Ethiopi-
an Jewish community - known
as the Beta Israel - previously
evacuated to Israel, Falash
Mura do not fulfil the criteria

major challenges that the world
has to tackle together for a bet-
ter future.

Dismissing so-called failures
of the past, Cui said that the
development of China-US rela-
tions since Henry Kissinger’s
first visit almost 50 years ago
has brought tremendous ben-
efits to the two countries and
the whole world.

“Our reflection is necessi-

for automatic right to Israeli
citizenship due to uncertain-
ties over their ancestral line-
age according to Jewish law.

The issue dragged on for
years, until the government
pledged in 2015 to transfer the
whole community by the end
of 2020.

Although 16,600 Falash
Mura have applied to emigrate
to Israel, its interior ministry
said this week, until now only
2,000 of those who qualified
had been brought. The pace of
the process has led campaign-
ers to accuse the government
of reneging on its promise.

About 100 more are expect-
ed to arrive on Friday, and the
government says another ap-
proximately 1,700 will follow

tated by the fast and complex
changes in the world, which
present us with great opportu-
nities as well as high risks. We
have to have a shared vision for
the future and make the right
choice. We owe it to the people
of both countries and the global
community to keep the rela-
tions on a constructive track
towards agreed goals,” he said.

“For China, the choice s clear.
China and the US stand to gain
from cooperation and lose from
confrontation. Cooperation is
the only right choice for both
countries,” he added.

As Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping stated in his message of
congratulations to US Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden, Cui said
the Chinese side stands ready
to work with the US side in the

by the end of January 2021.

Ethiopian Jews were first
brought to Israel from refugee
camps in Sudan in a series of
secret operations in the early
1980s by Israel’'s Mossad intel-
ligence agency on the orders
of the then Prime Minister
Menachem Begin.

Further operations fol-
lowed, concluding with a mass
airlift from Ethiopia in 1991.

The Ethiopian Jews’ integra-
tion in Israel has been chal-
lenging, with the community
suffering disproportionately
high levels of unemployment
and poverty as well as dis-
crimination, although their
situation has shown signs of im-
provement in recent years.

Agencies

ost-virus world - Envoy

spirit of non-conflict, non-con-
frontation, mutual respect and
win-win cooperation, focus on
cooperation, manage differenc-
es, advance the healthy and sta-
ble development of China-US
ties, and join hands with other
countries and the international
community to promote the no-
ble cause of world peace and
development.

“There are always differences
between the two countries.
Many of them are part of the
diversity of the world. None of
them justifies confrontation
and war, cold or hot,” he said.

“With sufficient mutual re-
spect and mutual understand-
ing, we are capable of managing
these differences so that they
would not derail the entire re-
lationship,” Cui added. Xinhua

Global resolve on Palestine urged

By Liu Yinmeng in Los Angeles

THE Chinese ambassador to the United Nations on
Wednesday stressed Beijing’s support for a lasting peace-
ful solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict and called for
the international community to find a just and early solu-
tion to the Palestinian issue.

“The Palestinian issue, as a root problem in the Middle
East, bears on regional peace, international justice and
human conscience,” said Zhang Jun, China’s permanent
representative to the UN, at a plenary meeting of the UN
General Assembly’s 75th session.

The ambassador also highlighted President Xi Jinping’s
congratulatory message at Tuesday’s annual Internation-
al Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People, which
reiterated China’s firm support for the “just cause of the
Palestinian people to restore their legitimate national
rights as well as all efforts conducive to the peaceful set-
tlement of the Palestinian issue”.

Zhang pointed out that the international community
should adhere to the right direction of the two-state so-
lution, which is a framework supported by the UN that
calls for Israelis and Palestinians to live side by side in
peace and security, based on the 1967 borders, with Jeru-
salem as the capital of both states.

The relevant UN resolutions, the “land for peace” prin-
ciple and the two-state solution have galvanized the wis-
dom and the painstaking efforts of generations of peace-
makers and are important milestones in the Middle East
peace process, he said.

“Moreover, they are the basis for solving the Palestini-
an question and should be abided by and implemented,”
Zhang added.

The ambassador called on Palestine and Israel to re-
main committed to the strategic option of peace talks
and seek an early solution to the issue of the Occupied
Palestinian Territory pursuant to the relevant UN resolu-
tions and demarcate the final borders between Palestine
and Israel through peaceful negotiations.

“Both sides should refrain from any actions that might
fuel tensions or conflicts,” Zhang said.

The envoy also expressed hope that the international
community will achieve greater synergies to promote
peace talks. The Palestinian issue should not be margin-
alized, he said. Instead, it should be placed on top of the
international agenda.

Objectivity, fairness

In addition, the countries holding sway over both Is-
rael and Palestine, in particular, should uphold the posi-
tion of objectivity and fairness, and promote the Middle
East peace process in sincerity and good faith, Zhang
said.

In seeking any solution to the Palestinian issue, re-
gional countries, especially the State of Palestine, should
have a say, said Zhang, adding that “the concerns of all
parties should be accommodated, and there should be
no bearing down”.

The ambassador said China welcomes Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas’ proposal for the convening
of an international peace conference early next year
in the hope that the international community will join
hands in creating favorable conditions for the solution of
the Palestinian question.

While facilitating the peace process, the international
community should effectively assist Palestine in achiev-
ing socioeconomic development and support the work
of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugees in the Near East, or UNRWA, the envoy
said.

He said the current focus should be on helping the
Palestinian people combat the COVID-19 pandemic and
achieve economic recovery.

This year, China has provided multiple batches of sup-
plies, deployed teams of medical experts, and made con-
tributions to the UNRWA. Through the agency, China has
also provided Palestine, and the Palestinian refugees in
Jordan, Lebanon and Syria, with personal protective sup-
plies.

“China, as a sincere friend of the Palestinian people,
has always put its heart into the Middle East peace pro-
cess. China will continue to make unremitting efforts to
safeguard international equity and justice and promote
peace and stability in the Middle East region,” Zhang
said. Agencies

~ S : : :
A Palestinian demonstrator uses a slingshot to hurl stones toward
Israeli security forces during clashes with them following a
weekly demonstration in the occupied West Bank village of Kfar
Qaddum, on Nov 13, 2020. (AFP)

China solicits public opinion for new five-year plan

INTERNET user Yunfan would never
have imagined that he could one day
contribute to the proposals for formulat-
ing the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025)
for National Economic and Social Devel-

opment.

Chinese President Xi Jinping this year
underlined the need to combine top-lev-
el design and public opinions in compil-
ing the 14th Five-Year Plan, encouraging
people from all sectors of society to give
advice on the new policy blueprint for

the next five years.

A few months ago, a new section was
simultaneously launched on the official
websites and applications of People’s

Plan.

Plan.

Daily, Xinhua News Agency, and China
Central Television, to solicit public opin-
ions on the making of the 14th Five-Year

It’s the first time for China to collect
opinions and suggestions from the soci-
ety online for the making of a Five-Year

Yunfan suggested that rural vitaliza-
tion start from “mutual elderly care”
mode in the countryside, which could
not only offer sound services for the left-
behind seniors, but also assure their chil-
dren working out-of-town.

He proposed that the government build
free public cafeterias and dormitories at

rural population clusters, so that seniors
can live together. Thus, the younger ones
can take care of the older, and a mutual
care system can be formed, he explained.

Yunfan’s suggestion was soon delivered
to the drafting office of the 14th Five-Year
Plan and received high attention.

After comprehensive studies, the plan
took “responding to population aging” as
an individual strategy, and the “mutual
care” mode is also formally written into
the document as a response to people’s
expectation for the issue of elderly care.

Yunfan’s story is just a miniature of the
efforts made by the Communist Party
of China (CPC) to govern for the people,

the will of the people.

ment.

Livelihood, social governance, eco-
nomic development, ecological environ-
ment, Party construction, and rural vi-
talization were the fields that concerned

most of the people.

edented.

The scope, participation and forms of
the opinion soliciting were all unprec-

People’s Daily

carry forward democracy, and respect

It took around 200 days to make the
draft of the 14th Five-Year Plan for Na-
tional Economic and Social Develop-

Chinese President

Xi Jinping this year
underlined the need to
combine top-level design
and public opinions in
compiling the 14th Five-
Year Plan, encouraging
people from all sectors of
society to give advice on
the new policy blueprint
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Vatican, US always differed in views
and approaches, says Holy See envoy

VATICAN

VATICAN considers
its relations with the
US good and reliable,
although the Holy See
always had certain dis-
agreements with Wash-
ington, Vatican Secre-
tary for Relations with
States Paul Richard Gallagher said in an interview for
TASS.

“One could say that the relations of the Holy See
and the United States of America are good and strong
since their establishment in 1984.

There have always been contact points with differ-
ent administrations - be it Republicans or Democrats -
as well as certain differences in views and approaches.

There are no doubts that the protection of human
rights and religious freedoms is a priority both for the
Holy See and the US. But our approaches to this mat-
ter differ somewhat,” the archbishop said.

He underscored that the Holy See and the Roman
Catholic Church avoid any politicization and ideologi-
zation of such an important topic.

“We had an open, friendly and constructive dia-
logue with US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on this
issue. Peace, human dignity, value of every life, human
rights, and, in particular, religious freedoms have al-
ways been in the focus of the Holy See diplomacy.

And we had an opportunity to confirm that to Pom-
peo, as well as to remind [Washington] that the Pope,
various dicasteries of the Holy See and institutions of
the Roman Catholic Church fight on the front lines
and protect the religious freedoms,” Gallagher said.

Mike Pompeo visited Vatican two months ago. At
that time, after the secretary of state published an ar-
ticle, in which he criticized Vatican’s policy course to
interact with China, including in appointing bishops,
some believed that the relations between Washington
and the Holy See had escalated.

Speaking about China, Gallagher noted that Vatican
considers the agreement a step towards the improve-
ment of the situation with the freedom of religion.

“In relation to China, the Holy See believes in the
logic of direct dialogue and small steps. Our agree-
ment serves to improve the situation with the free-
dom of religion. We know that a lot of things could still
be improved, but one cannot deny that this agreement
yielded good results,” Vatican’s envoy said.

In August 2019, the Chinese authorities approved
the candidacy of the head of a eparchy on its territo-
ry - for the first time since signing an agreement with
Vatican. Before that, the Catholic Church in China ap-
pointed bishops on its own, without consulting with
the Pope. In October, the term of this agreement, ef-
fective “on an experimental basis” was extended.

Agencies

Russian health minister condemns attempts
of politicising COVID-19 pandemic

UNITED NATIONS

RUSSIA condemns all attempts of some countries’
to politicize COVID-19 pandemic, including the issue
of the vaccination against the disease, Russian Health
Minister Mikhail Murashko said addressing the UN
General Assembly’s session.

“We condemn intentions of a number of countries
as well as of some organizations to politicize COV-
ID-19 pandemic in regard to a host of issues, including
the population’s vaccination.”

“Russia is taking an active part in the international
efforts on the fight against COVID-19 at all levels, in-
cluding our help to pandemic-hit countries both at
the bilateral and multilateral formats,” he said.

On August 11, Russia registered the world’s first
vaccine against the novel coronavirus. The vaccine,
dubbed Sputnik V, was developed by the Gamaleya
National Research Center for Epidemiology and Mi-
crobiology of the Russian Health Ministry, and its clin-
ical trials were successfully completed in June-July.

The Russian health ministry said on August 15 that
production of the vaccine had been launched. The
third, post-registration, stage of clinical tests began in
Moscow on September 7. Volunteers were inoculated
with the first dose of the vaccine on September. As
many as 40,000 people are involved in the trials, with
10,000 of them being inoculated with a placebo.

According to the interim test results, the vaccine’s
efficiency exceeds 95% on the 42nd day after inocula-
tion with the first dose in case the patient received
the second dose as well.

Orders for more than 1.2 billion doses of the Sput-
nik V vaccine have come from more than 50 coun-
tries. International partners of the Russian Direct
Investment Fund in India, Brazil, China, South Korea
and other countries will manufacture the vaccine for
exports.

Two domestically-developed anti-coronavirus vac-
cines have been registered in Russia. One of them,
Sputnik V, was developed by the Gamaleya National
Research Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology
of the Russian Health Ministry, the other one, Epivac-
corona, was developed by the Vector Center.

Another one, developed by the Chumakov Federal
Scientific Center for Research and Development of
Immune and Biological Products is expected to be
registered soon.

[——

Russian Health Minister Mikhail Murashko
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Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC build stronger China-Africa community

ADDRESS by H.E. Song Tao, Minister of the Inter-
national Department, CPC Central Committee at
the China-Africa Online Briefing on the Fifth Ple-
nary Session of the Nineteenth Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China

17 NOVEMBER 2020

Distinguished leaders from African political
parties,Friends from think tanks and the media,
Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of the International Department of the
CPC Central Committee (IDCPC), I would like to ex-
tend my warm welcome to all of you for attending the
China-Africa Online Briefing on the Fifth Plenary Ses-
sion of the 19th CPC Central Committee and my sin-
cere greetings to all the friends old and new.

The recent Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC
Central Committee held successfully in Beijing is an
important meeting of overarching and historic signifi-
cance. As the functional department in charge of the
CPC’s external work, the IDCPC hosts this online brief-
ing to help major political parties and organisations
from Sub-Sahara Africa better understand the content
and implications of the Fifth Plenary Session. This on-
line briefing is a new pioneering initiative for experi-
ence-sharing between the CPC and African political
parties on state governance as our normal exchanges
have been impeded by the raging of COVID-19. It there-
fore is very significant in helping us further strengthen
our strategic communication, exchange practices and
experience, deepen cooperation with solidarity and
work together to build an even stronger China-Africa
community with a shared future.

The Fifth Plenary Session, which was convened at
an extraordinary timing with far-reaching impact, has
attracted worldwide attention. Domestically, China
stands at a historical juncture when it is about to ac-
complish the building of a moderately prosperous so-
ciety in all respects and embark on a new journey to
fully build itself into a modern socialist country. On the
one hand, China is well-positioned and well-equipped
to continue its development. On the other hand, it still
confronts the outstanding challenge of unbalanced
and inadequate development and is shouldered with
arduous tasks on balancing reform, development and
stability. Internationally, the once-in-a-century chang-
es the world is undergoing have quickened its steps
of evolution. With COVID-19 exerting an extensive im-
pact, the world has sailed into a territory of volatility
and transformation. In this sense, the Fifth Plenary
Session has not only shed new light on China’s future
development, but will also promote common develop-
ment of all countries and bring more positive energy
to the international community.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

The most important outcome of the Fifth Plenary
Session is the adoption of The Proposals of the CPC
Central Committee Regarding the Formulation of the
14th Five-Year Plan (2021-2025) for National Economic
and Social Development and the 2035 Long-Range Ob-
jectives, which sets out the guiding principles, major
objectives, key tasks, and major measures for China’s
development during the 14th Five-Year Plan (FYP) pe-
riod and envisages the long-range objectives of basi-
cally realising socialist modernisation by 2035, thus
serving as a guide to action for China’s economic and
social development over the next five years and be-
yond. I would like to share with you the outcomes of
this Plenary Session from five aspects.

First, new development achievements speak vol-
umes about the unique features of the Chinese sys-
tem. The Plenary Session highlighted China’s decisive
achievements in delivering moderate prosperity in all
respects. During the 13th FYP period, under the strong
leadership of the CPC Central Committee with Com-
rade Xi Jinping at its core, the advantages of leader-
ship of the Party and the socialist system have become
more prominent as shown in the new strides made in
China’s economic, scientific and composite national
strength. By the end of this year, China’s GDP is set to
exceed RMB 100 trillion yuan, and all the goals con-
cerning people’s livelihood will have been achieved.
A total of 55.75 million poor population living in rural
areas will be lifted out of poverty. The issue of abso-
lute poverty, which has beset China for millennia, will
have been resolved once and for all. The CPC’s prac-
tice has proven that sound guiding principles must
be combined with true understanding of the national
conditions, people’s fundamental interests, historic
and cultural traditions, and the call of the times. Only
in this way can a ruling party translate its blueprint
into reality. The Chinese system guarantees the above-
mentioned factors. It can serve as a reference to all de-
veloping countries including African countries in their
pursuit of independent progress.

Second, the new development stage implies the new
historic juncture China now stands. The CPC spares
no effort in analysing opportunities and challenges
before making decisions. With in-depth analysis of the
profound and complex changes facing China’s devel-
opment, the Fifth Plenary Session pointed out that at
present and for some time in the future, China’s devel-
opment still faces strategic opportunities but there are
and will be new developments in both opportunities
and challenges. The Plenary Session thus declared that
China will enter a new development stage in the 14th
FYP period, when the country will start to strive for
the realisation of its second centenary goal of build-
ing China into a modern socialist country by the 100th
centennial of the People’s Republic of China. This peri-
od is also a crucial stage for the country to uphold and
improve the socialist system with Chinese character-
istics and continue to modernise China’s system and
capacity for governance. We are convinced that under
the leadership of the CPC Central Committee with
Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, we will, by seizing criti-
cal opportunities vital for the future amidst crises and
opening up new prospects amidst changes, maintain
rapid economic development and long-term social
stability, and thus achieve our set development goals.

e

Song Tao, Minister of the International Department, CPC Central Committee

Third, the new development philosophy
points out the direction for China’s high qual-
ity development. Development philosophy pro-
vides guidance to development actions. As early
as in the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, the
Party proposed to pursue the vision of innova-
tive, coordinated, green, and open develop-
ment that is for everyone. This Plenary Session
further articulated that the new development
vision should be upheld throughout the whole
process of development and across all sectors.
Efforts must be made to promote transforma-
tion in quality, in efficiency and in growth driv-
ers so as to achieve development with higher
quality, greater efficiency, more sustainability
and more security. The new development vision
has chartered the course for high quality devel-
opment of China by answering the key question
of what kind of development China should pur-
sue in the new era and how to achieve it.

Fourth, new development goals constitute a
grand blueprint for China’s future progress. The
Fifth Plenary Session identified two sets of goals
for China’s development. The near-term goals
for the 14th FYP period, or six “new”s in short,
include new results in economic development,
new strides in reform and opening-up, new im-
provement in social etiquette and civility, new
progress in building an ecological civilisation,
new heights in people’s wellbeing, and new
levels of efficacy in state governance. There are
also nine long-range strategic objectives set to
be attained by 2035, which are not only vision-
ary and systematic but also down-to-earth and
well-targeted. They constitute a blueprint for
China’s development over the next 15 years
and is a consistent strategy to be carried out by
generations. It shows that the approach by our
party to govern the nation through FYP formu-
lation and implementation has become more
systematic, holistic and well-coordinated. It also
better responds to the call of the times, respects
underlying laws and demonstrates greater cre-
ativity.

Fifth, the new development paradigm identi-
fies the strategic priority for the 14th FYP period.
The Plenary Session made a major arrangement
of formulating a new development paradigm
with domestic circulation as the mainstay and
domestic and international circulations rein-
forcing each other. This strategic decision is a
natural choice in order to meet the demand of
the new development stage that China is now
in and to shape our new edge in international
cooperation and competition. I would like to
reiterate to our African friends that the new de-
velopment paradigm emphasises both domes-
tic and international circulations, not China’s
domestic circulation alone. This new paradigm,
in no way, implies any backtracking of China’s
opening-up policy. On the contrary, we will
participate in the international circulation in
a more in-depth manner, boost higher-quality
opening-up, and further expand market access
to foreign companies. Meanwhile, the scale of
China’s foreign trade, use of FDI and outbound
investment will continue to grow. This new par-
adigm will not only improve China’s economic
resilience but also drive the international eco-
nomic circulation, enhance the reinforcement
of domestic and international circulations, and
bring new development opportunity to African
countries.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Friends,

The Fifth Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Cen-
tral Committee not only provides strong driving
force for China’s growth, but will also boost the
confidence of all countries in the global eco-
nomic recovery, and provide more growth op-
portunities for African countries.

First, China’s commitment to expanding
opening-up will provide greater market oppor-
tunities for Africa. China has a population of 1.4
billion and a middle-income group of over 400
million. The huge China market is considered
the most promising in the world. In the first half
of this year, China-Africa trade registered US
82.4 billion dollars and China’s investment in Af-
rica stood at US 1.72 billion dollars, an increase
of 1.7% against all odds. During the 14th FYP
period, China will steadfastly expand all-round
opening up, strengthen cooperation with Africa
and support the building of the Africa Continen-
tal Free Trade Area so as to provide more mar-
ket opportunities for African countries.

Second, China’s commitment to enhancing
innovation will provide greater cooperation op-
portunities for Africa. As General Secretary Xi
Jinping has pointed out, high-quality develop-
ment must be the key word for China’s econom-
ic and social development during the 14th FYP
period and innovation must be put at the core
position of China’s modernisation endeavours.

As some experts predict, the
development of new infrastruc-
ture projects alone will bring
about RMB 30 trillion yuan of
investment. It can be expected
that with new technologies, new
industries, new models, and
new forms of business and an
enabling environment for inno-
vation, China will offer to Africa
more cooperation opportuni-
ties and assist Africa to develop
high added-value economy.
Third, China’s commitment
to participating in global gover-
nance will create a favourable
environment for the develop-
ment of African countries. As
a major growth engine of the
world economy and an impor-
tant force for human progress,
China, together with Africa, will
continue to hold high the ban-
ner of peace, development and
win-win cooperation, adhere
to the principle of extensive
consultation and contribution
for shared results, actively par-
ticipate in the development and
reform of the global governance
system, jointly respond to
global challenges, and promote
international anti-epidemic
cooperation and public health
governance, so as to build a
better world that enjoys lasting
peace and common prosperity.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Friends,

Over the years, the CPC and
political parties in Africa have
played an important role in
shaping domestic and foreign
policies as well as in promoting
social development of our re-
spective countries. In the wake
of the outbreak of COVID-19, the
CPC together with 45 political
parties from 36 African coun-
tries issued a joint open letter
calling for closer international
cooperation against the virus,
which has played an impor-
tant role in garnering people’s
support and pooling people’s
strength to fight jointly against
COVID-19. In the face of major
changes unseen in a century
compounded by the pandem-
ic, we should, more than ever,
deepen solidarity and coop-
eration to build a China-Africa
community with a shared fu-
ture. To this end, I would like to
make three proposals.

First, we should promote
win-win results for China-Africa
practical cooperation. Since the
beginning of this year, President
Xi Jinping has held phone con-
versations with 7 African lead-
ers, jointly hosted the Extraor-
dinary China-Africa Summit on
Solidary Against COVID-19, and
sent a joint congratulatory mes-
sage to the 20th anniversary
of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) together
with Mr. Macky Sall, President
of Senegal and Co-chair of FO-
CAC, thus charting the course
for the future development of
China-Africa relations. It’s im-
perative for the CPC and Afri-
can political parties to imple-
ment consensus reached by
leaders of the two sides, and
dovetail China’s 14th FYP and
2035 Longrange Objectives
with the AU’s Agenda 2063
and development strategies of
African countries. We should
identify the direction, tasks
and measures of China-Africa
practical cooperation. The CPC
and political parties in Africa
should encourage and support
exchanges and cooperation
among their thinks tanks and
media outlets, and promote
people-to-people exchanges so
as to consolidate social basis
for our practical cooperation.

Second, we should strengthen

mutual learning for fur-
ther exchanges on gover-
nance. The CPC and polit-
ical parties in Africa have
similar ideals and a fine
tradition of mutual learn-
ing. Since the beginning
of this year, we have been
exploring new models
of inter-party exchanges
with  African political
parties in the context of
COVID-19. Together, we
hosted several webinars
on topics including pur-
suing parallel progress in
epidemic prevention and
economic development,
which have achieved
good results. The third
volume of Xi Jinping: the
Governance of China
presents a vivid account
of the theories and prac-
tices of General Secretary
Xi Jinping on the gover-
nance of China since the
19th CPC National Con-
gress. We stand ready to
share with African po-
litical parties our ideas
and experience on gov-
ernance, and draw from
the useful experience of
fraternal parties of Africa.

Third, we should seek
common ground while
shelving differences to
build an even stronger
China-Africa community
with a shared future. As
General Secretary Xi Jin-
ping has pointed out, a
system that is rooted in
and nurtured by the soil
of its country is most reli-
able and feasible. There is
no such a one-size-fits-all
approach for countries
to follow when making
national economic and
social development plans
or choosing development
paths, as they are directly
related to the national
conditions, cultural tra-
ditions and system of the
specific country. China’s
is the modernisation with
Chinese characteristics,
the modernisation of a
country with 1.4 billion
people, and the moderni-
sation that features com-
mon prosperity. The CPC
stays committed to em-
bracing the achievements
of other cultures with an
open mind and a broad
perspective. It calls for,
out of the appreciation of
diversity of the world, re-
specting the independent
choices of development
paths and models made
by countries. We will fur-
ther step up exchanges
and cooperation with Af-
rican political parties in
pursuit of a new type of
party-to-party relations
that seeks to expand
common ground while
reserving differences and
enhances mutual respect
and mutual learning. We
seek to promote mutual
understanding and trust
among countries, politi-
cal parties and peoples,
with a view to building
an even stronger China-
Africa community with a
shared future.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Friends,

There is an African
proverb that goes, “One
single pillar is not suf-
ficient to build a house.”
We in China have a simi-
lar saying that reads, “The
going is difficult when do-
ing it alone; the going is
made easier when doing
it with many others.” Un-
der current circumstanc-
es, it is more imperative
for political parties, think
tanks and media outlets
in China and Africa to
come together, resolve
difficulties through coop-
eration, explore new op-
portunities through cri-
ses, and create a greater
future for China, Africa
and the whole of human-

ity.

Thank you.
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Prominent Tanzanian artiste, Emmanuel Elibariki, nicknamed ‘Nay wa Mitego".

Govt vouches for artistes’ involvement
In pronouncements on tracks’ ban

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

THE Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Information, Culture, Arts
and Sports, Hassan Abbas, has called
for artistes’ involvement in the ruling
on the latter’s tracks’ ban.

Abbas disclosed the artistes should
firstbesummonedtotableexplanations
before the pronouncements on the
ban, given the move aims at helping
them operate professionally, instead
of punishing them.

Abbas made the remarks in Dar es
Salaam mid this week when he met
film and theater artistes.

The event was attended by the
Executive Secretary of the National
Arts Council (BASATA), Godfrey
Mwingereza, and the Executive
Secretary of Tanzania Film Board,
Kiagho Kilonzo.

Abbas, who is also the government
spokesman, said they would not like
to see artistes’ tracks face ban without

the artistes’ involvement in the
pronouncement.
“Artistes are great people, they

should not be taken lightly, including
banning their works without informing
them, they have gone to locations and
spent a lot of money to prepare videos
for their songs and shooting scenes
for their films, then an official wakes
up in the morning, calls reporters and
announce ban on some of the works,
this is unacceptable,” he said.

Abbas pointed out it is good for the
relevant institutions to call the artistes,
notify the latter of their mistakes and
at the end of the day the former can
arrange for the artistes’ works to be
viewed by the audience at a certain
time.

He disclosed his meeting centered
on getting comments from the artistes,
including the domestic film industry’s
members, to look at how to promote
the industry so that it can move
achieve success.

According to Abbas, the film industry
can promote its members the same
way the industry does to its members
in successful countries which include
United States, India and Nigeria.

The government spokesman
moreover directs the domestic film
industry’s members to take their
grievances to the appropriate place
instead of going to people, who cannot
support them.

A section of the domestic film
industry’s members stated there is
a need for the federations, which
administer the former, to fully
cooperate with them.

Sunday Temba, a domestic actor,
stated there is a need for the industry’s
members to regularly be educated on
various issues, which include how the
members should live in a dignified
manner, express themselves in public
and know what to answer and not
respond to in public.

TPC seeks people with disabilities’

effective

By Correspondent Joseph
Mchekadona

S the world on
Thursday com-
memorated the

International Day for
Persons With Disabili-
ties, Tanzania Paralym-
pic Committee (TPC)
has lamented that more
needs to be done to
see many people with
disabilities involved in
Sports.

Gwakisa Mwakabete,
TPC chairman, said
sports are extremely
important to all people,
especially people with
disabilities, as sports are
one of the ways for real-
izing the latter’s inclu-
sion.

He said the unique-
ness of sports is their
ability to transcend lin-
guistic, cultural and so-
cial barriers, thus mak-
ing them an excellent
platform for strategies
of inclusion and adapta-
tion.

In Tanzania, athletes
with disabilities are in-
volved in powerlifting,
basketball, wheelchair
tennis, amputee foot-
ball, sitting volleyball,
para swimming and oth-
er sporting activities.

Mwakabete stated
there is a need for more
awareness to the soci-
ety, policy makers and
the media on the impor-
tance of sports among
people with disabilities.

“The universal popu-
larity of sports and their
physical, social and
economic development
benefits make them an
ideal tool for fostering
the inclusion and well-
being of persons with
disabilities,” he noted.

“TPC feels there is a
need for awareness to
the society, the govern-
ment and the media on

Sports Development Officer frol
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m the National Sports Coun

involvement in spo
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cil, Milinde Mahona (standing

2nd R), poses for photo with members of an amputee soccer club, known as LSL, after the
outfit had won the Dar es Salaam regional amputee soccer league’s curtain raiser, which took
place in the city recently. The LSL cruised to victory over Balmun outfit in the match. PHOTO:
CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

the importance of sports
among people with dis-
abilities,” he said.

The TPC official dis-
closed that the com-
mittee has no finances
for implementing its
programs as since 2017
it has been operating
without any sponsor, a
situation which, among
others, hinders them
from reaching many
parts of the country.

“Since 2017 we have
been operating without
any sponsor, the govern-
ment at times come to
our rescue to pay for our
athletes’ trips to various
countries to take part
in tournaments, due
to financial constraints
we are facing, we fail to
reach out to many parts
of our country,” he stat-
ed.

“We are asking the
corporate world, organi-
zations and individuals
to come to our rescue so
as we can hardly reach
all parts of the country,”
he said.

He mentioned other
challenges TPC is fac-
ing as society’s lack of
understanding on inclu-

sion of people with dis-
abilities in sports, many
municipal councils’
failure to set up plans
and programs for sports
which target people with
disabilities.

He disclosed poor and
unfriendly infrastruc-
ture, lack of sponsors,
partners and equip-
ment, and unavailability
of qualified coaches for
coaching gifted young
sportspersons with dis-
abilities in primary and
secondary schools are
the other challenges.

“Many primary and
secondary schools,
where sporting talents
are identified and ex-
posed, do not have qual-
ified physical education
teachers for trainining
the sportspersons with
disabilities, they also
lack equipment and, as
a result, youngsters with
disabilities in schools at-
tend physical education
lessons only,” he said.

The United Nations
(UN) set December 3 as
the International Day for
persons with disabilities.

The UN says persons
with disabilities often
face societal barriers
and disability evokes
negative perceptions
and discrimination in
many societies.

As a result of the
stigma associated with
disability, persons with
disabilities are generally
excluded from educa-
tion, employment and
community life which
deprives them of oppor-
tunities essential to their
social development,
health and well-being.

In some societies per-
sons with disabilities are
considered dependent
and seen as incapable,
thus fostering inactiv-
ity which often causes
individuals with physi-
cal disabilities to expe-
rience restricted mobil-
ity beyond the cause of
their disability.

Realizing the impor-
tance of sports to people
with disabilities, a UN
article 30, says they have
the right to participate
in cultural life, recre-
ation, leisure and sports.

The UN says sports can

Azam FC
seeks to
bounce

back against

Gwambina
FCin VPL

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

AZAM FC’s Information Officer, Thabit
Zakaria, has said their squad is still preparing
for the upcoming Vodacom Premier League
match against Gwambina FC, which will
be played at the latter’s venue, Gwambina

Stadium, in Mwanza on Monday.

Azam FC’s players had, as of mid this week,
been training for the game at CCM Kirumba
Stadium in Mwanza after finishing their
league game against Biashara United, which
took place in Mara and ended in a 1-1 draw.

Zakaria said the mistakes Azam FC’s
caretaker coach, Vivier Bahati, has dealt with
mistakes the team’s players made in their
game against Biashara United, seeking to get
good results in the game against Gwambina

FC.

“In our last game we discovered a lot of
weaknesses that we will work on as we were
in a good position to win but our opponents

put stiff opposition,” he said.

“Currently we are in Mwanza and we will
fight to get good results in our game against

Gwambina FC.”

“In the last six matches, we have got five

points.”

Azam FC is placed second in the Vodacom
Premier League standing, having played 13
games, registered 26 points and scored 19

goals.

TOKYO

THE cost of the postponement
for the Tokyo Olympics could
reach about $2.8 billion, accord-
ing to figures released yesterday
by the Tokyo organizing commit-
tee, the Tokyo city government
and Japan’s national government.

The numbers are in line with
estimates made in Japan since the
Olympics were postponed eight
months ago. The games are now
set to open on July 23, 2021.

About two-thirds of the added
costs are being picked up by the
two government entities, with
the other one-third going to the
privately funded organizing com-
mittee.

Few of Tokyo’s added costs — or
the overall costs — are covered by
the Switzerland-based Interna-
tional Olympic Committee, which
relies largely on public coffers to
hold its events. Its revenue is gen-
erated largely by selling broadcast
rights and sponsorships.

“I think our biggest challenge is
the additional costs,” Tokyo Gov-
ernor Yuriko Koike said during an
online news conference. “This is a
crucial issue in order for us to pre-
pare for the Olympics. We need to
gain the understanding and sym-
pathy of the people of Tokyo and
the people of Japan.”

As the costs for Tokyo keep ris-
ing, it may reinforce skepticism
about the wisdom of holding the
Olympics in the middle of a pan-
demic. Recent polls show the
Japanese public is divided on the
issue of the Olympics, and any
move to permit fans from abroad
to enter despite a vaccine being
on the horizon.

Japan has controlled the pan-
demic better than most countries

Tokyo Olympics delay
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with about 2,200 deaths attrib-
uted to COVID-19 in a country of
125 million.

The University of Oxford pub-
lished a study three months ago
that said the Tokyo Games are
the most expensive Summer
Olympics on record. And that
research was done before the
games were postponed by CO-
VID-19.

Prior to the postponement,
Japan said the Olympics would
cost $12.6 billion. But a govern-
ment audit last year said it was
likely twice that much, and that
was before the postponement.
All but $5.6 billion is public mon-

ey.
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Tokyo said the Olympics
would cost $7.3 billion overall
when it won the bid in 2013 in
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

The operational cost for the
delay is listed at 171 billion yen,
or about $1.64 billion at the pres-
ent exchange rate. The organiz-
ing committee and the Tokyo
government share equally in
covering the expenses. The na-
tional government will pick up a
small portion.

The cost for coronavirus coun-
termeasures is 96 billion yen
(about $920 million) and will be
covered solely by the govern-
ments.

Tokyo organizers also said

costs may reach

2.8

Tokyo 2020 President Yoshiro Mori, second left, Tokyo Governor Yuriko Koike, left, Olympic Minister Seiko Hashimoto,
second right, and Tokyo 2020 CEO Toshiro Muto, rear, attend an opening plenary session of the three-party meeting on
Tokyo 2020 Games additional costs due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic in Tokyo, yesterday. (AP)

they could add 27 billion yen
(about $260 million) from a
contingency fund to help cover
added costs.

Toshiro Muto, the CEO of the
organizing committee, said new
domestic sponsors were being
sought to cover the rising ex-
penses. Tokyo has already re-
ceived a record of $3.3 billion
from domestic sponsors — at
least twice as large as any previ-
ous Olympics. Muto said the 10C
had agreed to waive a royalty fee
it collects of 7.6% on any “addi-
tional sponsorships.”

Muto also said organizers
did not expect to receive $650
million from the International

I'ts

help the society reduce
the stigma and dis-
crimination associated
with disability because
sports can transform
community’s attitudes
about persons with dis-
abilities by highlighting
their skills and reduc-
ing the tendency to see
the disability instead of
the person.

Through sports, able
bodied people interact
with persons with dis-
abilities in a positive
context forcing them to
reshape assumptions
about what persons
with disabilities can
and cannot do.

The UN notes:
“Sports change people
with disabilities in an
equally profound way
by empowering them
to realize their full po-
tential and advocate
for changes in society.”

“Through sport,
persons with disabili-
ties acquire vital social
skills, develop inde-
pendence, and become
empowered to act as
agents of change.”

“Sports teach indi-
viduals how to com-
municate effectively as
well as the significance
of teamwork and coop-
eration and respect for
others.”

“Sport are also well-
suited to reducing
dependence and de-
veloping greater inde-
pendence by helping
persons with disabili-
ties to become physi-
cally and mentally
stronger.”

“These skills can be
transferred into other
new arenas including
employment and ad-
vocacy work further
helping to build self-
sufficiency,” notes part
of the UN information.

billion

Olympic Committee,
which 10C President
Thomas Bach suggested
months ago it might chip
in to help Tokyo.

“There was an expec-
tation that maybe this
was for Tokyo,” Muto
said. “But Tokyo’s costs
are Tokyo’s costs.”

Several months ago,
Tokyo organizers an-
nounced they pared
$280 million from their
expenses, removing frills
like hospitality parties
and scaling back in many
areas. However, the full
complement of 11,000
Olympic and 4,350 Para-
lympic athletes are ex-
pected to attend. They
will be joined by tens of
thousands of officials,
judges, VIPs, media and
broadcasters.

Gskuji Tto, the chief
financial officer of the
Tokyo organizing com-
mittee, said organizers
expected to be paid 50
billion yen ($480 mil-
lion) in postponement/
cancellation insurance it
had secured.

Muto and organizing
committee president
Yoshiro Mori both said
they know some expect-
ed larger cuts and fewer
added expenses.

“Whether you believe
the glass is half-full or
half-empty,” Muto said,
“whether your feel our
efforts were enough,
that’s up to you to de-
cide.”

AP



19

Saturday 5 December, 2020

Under-fire Zidane asks
Madrid players to stand
up and be counted

MADRID

REAL Madrid coach Zinedine Zidane takes his
side to Sevilla in La Liga this weekend days insist-
ing he is not planning on resigning despite a disas-
trous recent run.

Madrid have won just once in La Liga since
October and also lost at Shakhtar Donetsk in the
Champions on Tuesday and must beat Borussia
Moenchengladbach next week to advance.

Real have drawn with in-form Villarreal, were
edged out at lowly Alaves and were hammered at
Valencia since their last league victory leaving the
champions in fourth place, seven points off lead-
ers Real Sociedad.

“I have the strength needed to turn the situa-
tion around and I am going to give everything to
do that, so are the players,” Zidane said after the
loss in Ukraine.

“We have to lift ourselves up and think about the
next match. We’'re on a bad run, there’s nothing
else to do other than think about the next match
and go ahead.

“In difficult moments, you have to show charac-
ter,” he added.

Local press have linked former Tottenham boss
Mauricio Pochettino and ex-Madrid forward Raul
forward to the Frenchman’s job.

According to newspaper AS captain Sergio Ra-
mos called a squad meeting this week, with Zidane
absent, telling team-mates to give “an extra push
until the end of the year.”

“This is Real Madrid, gentlemen. Together, we’ve
come out of worse,” Ramos reportedly said ahead
of the trip to Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan where they
have lost on six of their last eight visits.

Saturday’s hosts went unbeaten in the Spanish
top-flight throughout November after a sluggish
start to the season under former Madrid boss Ju-
len Lopetegui.

Spain playmaker Suso is set to return for the Eu-
ropa League champions after being sidelined for
six weeks with a muscle injury.

Player to watch: Joao Felix

The Portugal attacker is on the verge of equal-
ling his last season’s goal tally for Atletico Madrid,
when he hit nine.

His 126 million euros fee, second for a teenager
behind the amount Paris Saint-Germain paid for
Kylian Mbappe, put pressure on Felix and he failed
to settle in his first campaign in the Spanish capi-
tal missing 13 games through injury.

On Saturday, Atletico host 17th-place Real Vall-
adolid and a win could send them top temporarily
with Sociedad heading to Alaves a day later.

AFP

Mourinho seeks to extend
Arsenal hex as fans return
to Premier League

LONDON

TOTTENHAM boss Jose Mourinho protects a
proud personal unbeaten home record against
struggling Arsenal this weekend as fans return to
the Premier League for the first time since March.

Pacesetters Spurs have amassed 21 points after
10 games and are ahead of champions Liverpool on
goal difference, while Arsenal are stumbling badly.

Tottenham will be playing in front of 2,000 fans
at their home ground, 24 hours after West Ham
become the first club to welcome supporters for a
Premier League game since March.

Elsewhere, third-placed Chelsea host Leeds
while Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool welcome Wolves to
Anfield.

AFP Sport looks at some of the main talking
points ahead of the weekend action in the Premier
League.

Mourinho factor

Tottenham, with Harry Kane and Son Heung-min
in rampant form, are on a nine-game unbeaten run
in the Premier League while toothless Arsenal have
stalled.

The Gunners, languishing in 14th spot in the ta-
ble, have scored just 10 goals in 10 league matches,
and have found the net just twice in their past six
games.

No side outside the relegation places has scored
fewer.

Jose Mourinho has lost just one of his 17 Premier
League games as a coach against Arsenal and has
never lost a home game against them in any com-
petition as boss of Chelsea, Manchester United or
Tottenham.

The Portuguese boss has brushed aside the sig-
nificance of his eye-catching record against the
Gunners but will see little to fear from Mikel Ar-
teta’s side on Sunday.

Fans return

Premier League stadiums have been empty since
March after the coronavirus pandemic forced fans
to stay away.

But this weekend they will return in limited num-
bers in some regions after the nationwide lock-
down in England came to an end.

A total of 2,000 fans will be present at the Lon-
don Stadium as West Ham host Manchester United
on Saturday.

AFP

NEWS

Arsenal welcome fans back inside
the Emirates after nine months apart

LONDON
EVER has a
dead Europa
League
game felt
so alive. Arsenal had

already qualified for
the competition’s round
of 32 prior to Kkickoff,
prompting manager
Mikel Arteta to make 11
changes to his starting
lineup. But try telling the
2,000 fans in attendance
that this match didn’t
matter.

After nine months
locked out because of
COVID-19, supporters
were finally allowed in-
side Emirates Stadium,
socially distanced at
neat intervals through-
out the lower two tiers
of the east and north
stands. The Gunners
usually loathe playing
on Thursday nights, a
European afterthought
contested in the shad-
ow of the Champions
League fixtures staged
earlier in the week, but
this was a night to revel
in the mundane, to grasp
a glimpse of normality.

With that in mind, a
smattering of support-
ers braved a bitterly cold
night in north London to
take their seats well over
an hour before kickoff.
The chosen 2,000, se-
lected on a first-come,
first-served basis among
gold and premium mem-
bers, were applauded by
stewards as they came
through the turnstiles,
creaking into action
again for the first time
since March.

UEFA regulations dic-
tated that supporters
had to socially distance
when sitting, even fami-
lies arriving together,
and so perfect rows of
people with two seats
and one row between
them gradually formed
as a message from club
captain Pierre-Emer-

- ;-n

ick Aubameyang was
relayed over the big
screens.

“Football is all about
you, we’ve missed you,”
he began. “Some of us
are still apart, but we re-
main together.”

There was the trium-
phant return of Gun-
nersaurus after a public
backlash to the news
the man who has played
the club’s mascot for 27
years, Jerry Quy, was a
victim of the club’s off-
field redundancy mea-
sures.

The 2,000 made their
voices heard, louder
than you might expect
but inevitably only
an imitation of when
60,000 packed out this
arena. They aren't al-
ways the most vocal in
these parts, but nobody
was missing this oppor-
tunity.

Arsenal’s players em-
braced the noise, like the
first birdsong the morn-
ing after the harshest of
storms. In their previ-
ous two Europa League
home games, the Gun-
ners were 1-O down after
22 minutes against Mol-

Arsenal celebrated a comfortable victory in front of 2,000 fans on Thursday. (Agencies)

de and needed 42 stodgy
minutes to break down
Dundalk. Here, palpa-
bly enthused by the un-
bridled joy around them
and free of expectation
with nothing to play for,
they were 2-0 up in 18
minutes.

Alexandre Lacazette’s
swerving 30-yard shot
opened the scoring, a
footballing  metaphor
for the physical release
of those in the stands.
Romanian referee Radu
Marian Petrescu had
to remind the Gunners
there was a game to
complete after several
players spent so long
celebrating with a sec-
tion of the east stand.
Pablo Mari, marking his
first appearance since
June 17, headed home
his first Arsenal goal
five minutes later as the
home side cruised into a
comfortable lead.

“There’s only one Gun-
nersaurus,” the home
fans sang. “What do we
think of Tottenham?”

Arteta eventually ac-
knowledged them with a
round of applause after a
lengthy chant of “Mikel,

Mikel give us a wave” as
he stood in discussion
with two backroom staff
members during a break
in play five minutes be-
fore half-time.

Eddie Nketiah added
a third with the last
meaningful act of the
first half. Rapid Vienna
could hardly have been
as bad as they were in
the first half thereafter,
rallying to score a conso-
lation two minutes after
the restart, but Arsenal
continued to assert their
dominance and substi-
tute Emile Smith Rowe
added a deserved fourth
after good work from
Nicolas Pepe and Ainsley
Maitland-Niles to com-
plete the 4-1 victory.

Ten Premier League
clubs can have fans in
their stadiums under
the United Kingdom’s
coronavirus tiering sys-
tem (Arsenal, Brighton,
Chelsea, Crystal Palace,
Everton, Fulham, Liver-
pool, Southampton, Tot-
tenham and West Ham).
When asked if that could
give those teams an ad-
vantage, Arteta said:
“Probably, because this

sport without fans is
completely different.
Everything is flatter, the
players lose a little bit of
purpose and emotion.

“It is something that
you want to share. At
the end of the day, we
are here to entertain,
we are here to make the
fans enjoy. They have
a huge passion for our
football club and when
they are able to transmit
that, it gets directly into
the players. For me, to
have them here home or
away, it is always differ-
ent because of them.”

This was, frankly, one
of the most enjoyable
Arsenal performances
of the season. Arteta has
spoken about the need
for fans to invest in the
culture change he is
trying to engender, but
they need something
tangible to  believe
in after years of false
dawns.

Theteam’srelationship
with its supporters has
consequently been
fractious at  times,
something Arteta
acknowledged had

arguably reached a nadir

following Unai Emery’s
sacking last November.
There was one small
reminder of the civil war
that sometimes rages --
one fan opted to mark
the occasion by bringing
a banner which read
“Bring Back Mesut,” in
reference to the exiled
Mesut  Ozil, whose
omission exemplifies the
internal divisions that
permeate the fan base.
Yet complaints
were the last thing on
everyone else’s mind.
“It’s great to be back.
It may only be 2,000,
but it's a start,” said
Gunners fan and Arsenal
Supporters’ Trust
board member Akhil
Vyas. “The feeling of
happiness returned and
nice to feel part of the
community again.”

The overwhelming
warmth will need to
continue when the

novelty wears off and
the tougher challenges
arrive. But if the process
of building a connection
begins again after such a
long time apart, this was
a positive way to start.
(Agencies)

Why the Champions League group stage is in dire need of a revamp

By Leander Schaerlaeckens

OH God, there is still
another whole week
of Champions League
group stage play to slog
through.

The current format of
the competition, where-
in eight groups of four
play a double round-
robin in the fall, with a
knockout stage follow-
ing in the spring, has
existed since the 1994-95
season. But after a quar-
ter century in the same
format, it is entirely
clear that the usefulness
of this setup has run its
course.

As soccer’s unchecked
capitalism has made the
mega-clubs ever more
dominant, the group
stage has mostly become
a foregone conclusion.
When the draw is made,
you can safely predict a
dozen teams out of the
16 that will advance from
the main tournament’s
32 entrants. From there,
it all has the feeling of a
procession. The drama is
in what happens to those
last four or so spots.

So too this season.
Even with the complica-
tions of a pandemic that
has emptied stadiums,
forced the widespread
absence of infected play-
ers and compressed the
schedule, there has been

"HAMPIONS™
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little by way of surprises.
Just two-thirds of the
way through the group
stage, much of the out-
come was already set.

With  four rounds
played, going into the
fifth matchday this week,
many of the groups were
mostly decided, virtu-
ally decided or entirely
decided. And now, going
into Matchday 6, only
seven berths remain up
for grabs.

This predictability
and occasional boredom
conflicts directly with
the efforts by Europe’s
biggest clubs to make
European competition
more compelling. Their
attempts to create a Eu-
ropean super league
are well established,
an effort that UEFA has
managed to hold at bay
by making more and
more guarantees about

spots and revenue to the
teams from the biggest
leagues.

This group stage fa-
tigue is caused largely by
the mismatches within
games. And the point of
a super league is to cre-
ate more matchups be-
tween teams of roughly
the same caliber.

But even if such a
complete overhaul and
Premier  League-style
defection is extreme and
self-interested, cutting
off money from smaller
UEFA member nations,
the point stands that we
are served up too many
games with foretold
outcomes. And some
alternative plans are in
the works as UEFA and
its clubs barter about a
revamped format start-
ing in 2024. In January,
the New York Times
reported that the tour-
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nament could adopt a
“Swiss model” in which
the teams were arranged
into a single league and
each play 10 games. The
top eight would then ad-
vance to the Round of 16
with the next 16 teams
entering a playoff to join
them there.

But there’s really no
indication that such a
format would reduce
the number of tedious
matches - more like-
ly, it would increase
their number. Instead,
it seems like it would
simply pour the exist-
ing competitive inequi-
ties into a new mold.
And a plan once report-
edly mooted to take the
Champions League on a
global tour doesn’t solve
that issue, either.

A Dbetter solution
might be something akin
to the way World Cup

qualifying was tradition-
ally conducted in the
CONCACAF region, with
the lower-seeded teams
playing each other for
the right to face increas-
ingly higher-rated teams.
Where, after all, is the
entertainment value in
your Bayerns and Bar-
cas smashing their way
through the group stage
undefeated?

That would probably
mean fewer games for
the big clubs than they
play now - six in the
group stage and two
apiece for three knock-
out rounds until the one-
game final, so as many as
13. And it is the games
featuring the biggest
teams that ultimately
pay the bills, that create
the value in the broad-
cast contracts and drive
the most matchday rev-
enue. This is where the
tournament is a captive
of its own economic suc-
cess. The group stage ex-
ists because it’s the most
efficient way to make
money. UEFA briefly
played a second group
stage from 1999-2000
to 2002-03, but that got
too ponderous even for
UEFA.

Originally, the Euro-
pean Cups were just
straight knockout tour-
naments. In the 1991-92
season, a group stage was

adopted. But it initially
followed two knock-
out rounds within the
main tournament. That
meant only eight teams
reached the group stage,
which sent the winner
in each group directly to
the final. As 0f1993-94, a
second team advanced
from the group stage
and a semifinal was add-
ed. In 1994-95, the group
stage as we know now
was created by abolish-
ing the knockout stages
that preceded it, albeit
with only 16 teams. That
number swelled to 24 in
1997-98 and 32 in 1999-
2000, saddling us with
the current bloat.

No format is sacro-
sanct. The changes to
the tournament have
been endless. And while
the return of knockout
stages before the group
stage, to whittle down
the teams before the
slog of pool play begins,
might reduce the overall
number of games UEFA
can sell, it would surely
increase the tension.

And however it is
achieved, we need a lot
more tension.

Leander Schaerlaeck-
ens is a Yahoo Sports
soccer columnist and a
sports communication
lecturer at Marist Col-
lege. Follow him on Twit-
ter @LeanderAlphabet.
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Arsenal welcome fans back

inside the Emirates after
nine months apart
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Mrisho Mpoto

Mrisho Mpoto eyes
reinvention of traditional
music, dance troupes

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIAs gifted poet, Mrisho Mpoto, has
called on the government to support traditional
music artistes.

Mpoto, nicknamed ‘Uncle’, made the statement
in Dar es Salaam mid this week when Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Information, Culture,
Arts and Sports, Hassan Abbas, held a meeting with
dometic musicians and members of the country’s
film industry.

The poet said there is a market challenge for
artistes, who are doing traditional music, adding
failure by a good number of music fans in the
country to appreciate the artistes’ works happens
to be the biggest challenge.

Most of the fans, Mpoto noted, do not like
traditional songs, given they prefer foreign songs.

“Foreign songs have a lot of fans, but they do
not have Tanzanian moral values, artistes who are
doing traditional music are not supported and,
at the end of the day, we give up on valuing our
culture,” he said.

Mpoto said even some popular traditional dance
groups, which used to attract much attention,
are no longer active because they are not fully
supported.

“Dance groups are important in government
activities, especially when it comes to national
guests, instead of gathering people and dancing,
we can’t get an acceptable nature but there is a
need for the government to allocate budgets for
dance groups and empower them economically,”
he said.

Mpoto, born on October 27, 1978, is a respected
poet and traditional dance music artiste, theater
performer and an author of educational poetry
and story books.

He is best known for his nickname, ‘Uncle’, or
Mpoto. He is also known for singing popular songs
such as ‘Salam Zangu Mjomba’, ‘Nikipata Nauli’ and
‘Adela’, among several great songs he has either
composed or featured in.

The artiste is one of the founders of a popular
traditional music troupe, Parapanda, and he later
founded Mpoto Theater troupe.
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By Correspondent Michael
Mwebe

ANZANIA’s repre-
sentatives in Con-
federation of Afri-
can Football (CAF)
inter-club competitions,
Simba SC and Namungo FC,
head into the second legs of
their respective preliminary
round ties, scheduled for
this weekend, well-placed to
progress to the first round.
Simba, popularly known
as ‘Msimbazi Reds’, face
Nigeria’s Plateau United at
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium
in Dar es Salaam today in
the afternoon looking to
build on their 1-O advantage
from the first leg of the CAF
Champions League clash
in Nigeria, seized thanks to
a goal netted by Zambian
import, Clatous Chama.

Simba need to either
avoid defeat or post draw to
qualify for the first round of
the premier continental club
tournament.

Aggregate  winners  of
today’s clash will face either
Platinum FC of Zimbabwe or
Costa Do Sol of Mozambique
in the next round.

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

AFTER qualifying for the
finals of the next year’s Africa
Cup of Nations (AFCON) U-20
Championship, Tanzania’s
national U-20 football squad
‘Ngorongoro Heroes’ head coach,
Jamhuri Kihwelo, is adamant
his team are now focusing on
making it to the 2021 FIFA U-20
World Cup.

Kihwelo has  successfully
guided the Ngorongoro Heroes
to the next year’s AFCON U-20
Championship finals, to be
played in in Mauritania from
February 14-March 3.

Four teams, which will book
a place in the last four stage of
the continental showdown, will
automatically qualify for the
2021 FIFA U-20 World Cup, which
will take place in Indonesia from
May 20 to June 12.

The coach said that despite
Ngorongoro Heroes’ 4-1 loss to
Uganda’s U-20 team in this year’s
Council for East and Central
Africa  Football Associations
(CECAFA) U-20 Championship
final, he still believes his
youngsters have great potential
and will make intensive
preparations in an effort to do
well in Mauritania.

Uganda, popularly known
as ‘Hippos’, posted  the
comprehensive victory over

Ngorongoro Heroes to lay their
hands on the tournament’s
silverware, with Arusha hosting
the showdown.

He explained that Tanzanians
need to have confidence in
their team as the results in the
final match was due to a high
level of competitiveness which
Ngorongoro Heroes players
faced in the last four stage’s clash
against South Sudan.

The match, which ended with
Ngorongoro Heroes posting 1-O
victory over their opponents,
had several players in the

Simba SC

The away win put Simba in a strong
position but the outfit’s chairman,
Mwina Kaduguda, insisted they should
not be carried away.

He insists it is still game on as
Simba’s 2-1 defeat could turn the tide
in favour of the visitors.

He said: “We have to guard against
complacency. Plateau United are a
very good team. They are better than
Zambia’s Nkana, in fact, they are in the
calibre of AS Vita Club.”

“It’s not going to be easy. It is not
over, our fans should not take this for
granted, instead, we need them in the
stadium to support us to finish the
job,” Kaduguda said.

The continental soccer governing
body has allowed spectators to fill 50
percent of stadia during continental
inter-club tournaments’ matches as
requested by the Tanzania Football
Federation (TFF).

After reaching the quarter finals
of CAF Champions League in 2018,

Simba have upped the stakes and now
want to reach the semi-finals of the
tournament for the first time in their
history.

They also want to avoid last year’s
heartache, which had the club
crashing out of the CAF Champions
League’s preliminary round with
aggregate loss to Mozambique’s Unido
Desportiva do Songo.

In arelated development, Namungo,
who got off their CAF Confederation
Cup campaign to a perfect start with
a 3-0 home win against South Sudan
side Al Rabita in the preliminary
round’s first leg, which took place at
Azam Complex in the city, will once
again have the home support on their
side.

The return leg match, slated for
tomorrow, will also be played at Azam
Complex. In the first leg a brace netted
by Ghanaian striker Stephen Kwame
and one goal scored by substitute Shiza
Kichuya gave Namungo a comfortable

Simba SC, Namungo FC look to seal progression
to CAF club tournaments’ first round

victory that leaves them in the driving
seat to face Al Hilal Obeid of Sudan in
the first round.

Al Rabita chose to host their home
game in Dar es Salaam because of the
absence of a ready stadium for hosting
international games in South Sudan,
since Juba National Stadium is still
undergoing major renovations.

The renovations of the facility
officially began on April 5, 2019 and is
expected to end this year.

The project, estimated to be worth
US$ 5 million, is being funded by the
world football body, FIFA, and should
serve a capacity of 7,000 spectators
on completion.

If Namungo FC knocks Al Rabita
out, the Tanzanian team will then
meet Sudan’s Al Hilal Obeid in the first
round showdown.

Al Hilal Obeid are among the 13
clubs that have been handed byes for
the preliminary round.

Tanzania’s national U-20 football squad ‘Ngorongoro Heroes'.

former’s squad suffering injuries.

He disclosed: “Some players suffered
injuries in a difficult semi-final match

Apart from congratulating the team’s
players and the technical bench,
Karia said that one of their strategies

hard and fought for their nation with
the goal of qualifying for the AFCON
U-20 Championship and winning the

and they failed to play well in the final,
however our ambition was to qualify
for the AFCON U-20 finals, and now we
have succeeded.”

“Years ago, I said that one of my
goals in coaching football is to enable
Tanzania to qualify for the AFCON
and the World Cup, thankfully I have
qualified for the AFCON and now I
am focusing on the World Cup,” he
disclosed.

Tanzania  Football  Federation
(TFF) president, Wallace Karia, said
they have put in place strategies for
ensuring the team performs well in the
AFCON U-20 finals.

is to enable the team to set up camp
abroad and participate in a special
U-20 tournament, slated to take place
in United Arab Emirates (UAE).

He said the team’s camp is scheduled
to start soon, with the players set to
return for the cam in mid-January next
year ready for the UAE tournament.

However, Karia stopped short
of naming the country where the
Ngorongoro Heroes will camp.

He noted: “I know football
stakeholders will want to know why
the CECAFA U-20 Championship’s
trophy went to Uganda and not
Tanzania. In short, the players worked

CECAFA U-20 Championship’s title,
however, the final match was very
difficult and many of our players were
injured.”

“Losing is part of the game, but the
goal was to qualify for the AFCON
U-20 Championship as well as win the
CECAFA U-20 Championship.”

“We won the CECAFA U-20
Championship’s trophy last year in
Uganda and stayed with it , I urge
stakeholders to start thinking about
the AFCON U-20 Championship finals
and qualifying for the U-20 World
Cup,” Karia said.
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