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‘West discussing
reviewing biting
sanctions against
Zimbabwe people’

By Henry Mwangonde

TANZANIAS call to Southern African
Development Community (SADC) member
states to unanimously throw their support on
Zimbabwe’s bid for lifting of economic sanctions
imposed by the West has started paying off with
indications that discussions to review them has
begun.

The Minister for Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation, Prof Palamagamba
Kabudi (pictured), affirmed this yesterday when
briefing journalists on the coming SADC council
of ministers expected to start in Dar es Salaam
in a fortnight.

Prof Kabudi said the international community
has started discussions with Zimbabwe to review
and lift the sanctions.

Through various communication modes the
Tanzania government has been informed of
discussions between the European Union and
Zimbabwe on the matter.

Prof Kabudi said the
international community
has started discussions
with Zimbabwe to review
and lift the sanctions

During the meeting, the minister outlined four
issues that Tanzania has accomplished in the
six months of its chairmanship of the economic
block, listing them as adoption of Kiswahili as
the fourth official language of the block, lifting of
sanctions against Zimbabwe, industrialization as
well as inter-trade and job creation.

“We believe we have achieved our agendas
superbly because most of the issues that
we brought on board are on high stages of
implementation,” he said.

When he took over the SADC chairmanship in
August last year, President John Magufuli called
upon member states to throw their support
behind Zimbabwe’s bid to have economic
sanctions imposed by the West lifted.

President Magufuli said the sanctions have not
only been hurting Zimbabweans but people of
the entire bloc. He said it was unacceptable that

TURN TO PAGE 2
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TRA, contractor to see PM on

border post building March 11

By Guardian Reporter border in Tanga Region, which has
cost 7.6bn/-.

He has subsequently directed
Tanzania Revenue Authority (TRA)
property officer Haruna Sumwa,
the contractor and other execu-
tives involved in the construction

project to come to report to him in

RIME Minister Kassim
Majaliwa has deplored
substandard work in
the construction of a
one-stop border post (OSBP) at
Horohoro on the Tanzania-Kenya

2014

Construction of the
building started in July
2011 until September

be used?”

“This is the country’s image and
its buildings should be good-look-
ing and of high standard. It does
not look right to have a visitor be-
ing served in a substandard build-
ing. We shall take action against

Dodoma mid next week.

The PM expressed his dismay
yesterday during a tour of Mkinga
District in the region, noting that
the walls had already started to
bulge, and demanding: “Why are
TRA buildings substandard, while
the authority has allowed them to
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Andrew Massawe (R), Permanent Secretary in the Prime Minister's Office (Labour, Employment, Youth and
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Guardian Correspondent

France unveils Paris,

Dodoma sustainable
cities project accord

By Felister Peter

PROVISION of expertise to
promote sustainable cities is
being readied between the
French capital of Paris and the
city of Dodoma.

The French Ambassador
to Tanzania, Frédéric Clavier
(pictured), said yesterday that
France is also interested to
scale-up similar project for
other strategic urban centres,
including Mwanza, Mbeya and
Mtwara.

“Tanzania can set a good
example of sustainable cities

in Africa. We are ready to
support this endeavor through
provision of expertise,” said the
envoy when briefing journalists
on the visit of six French Senate
members to Tanzania.

The six senators are led
by Hervé Maurey, who is
chairman of the Parliamentary
Committee on Sustainable
Development and also deputy
chairman of the Friendship
Group with Indian Ocean
Countries. They are in the
country for a seven-day tour.

TURN TO PAGE 2

UK supercomputer aids
EA locust outbreak fight

LONDON

CLIMATE experts in
East Africa are using a UK
supercomputer to combat
the continent’s worst locust
outbreak in 70 years, which
is robbing people on the
brink of starvation of much-
needed food.

The supercomputer based
in the regional climate

facility in Kenya (ICPAC- the
IGAD Climate Prediction
and Applications Centre)
uses satellite data to track
dangerous locust swarms
which in just one day can
travel nearly 100 miles and
consume an amount of crops
that would otherwise feed
35,000 people.

This innovative technology
- supported by UK Aid and

the UK Met Office - also
produces extensive weather
forecasts to predict the high
winds, rainfall and humidity
situations that provide ideal
breeding conditions for
locusts so climate experts

can predict their next
destination.
“By  improving  early
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France unveils Paris,
Dodoma sustainable
cities project accord
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They will visit development
projects supported by France
and other local projects that
may need French support.

He said the senators are
visiting Tanzania ahead
of the 2020 Africa-France
summit, scheduled for June
in Bordeaux, southwestern
France,and they are expected
to meet with several top
government officials invited
to attend the summit.

The ambassador
highlighted that France
through the French Agency
for Development (AFD)
has been supporting key
sectors including water,
energy and health to the
tune of 760m euros in one
decade, 2009 to 2019. The
agency has now expanded its
services to cover projects in
infrastructure, environment
and agriculture.

On agriculture, he said
they are supporting agro-
ecology projects in the
Mainland and Zanzibar
where small holder farmers
are supported through
various training sessions and
market accessibility.

The senators will also
meet executives of French
companies active in
developing the energy and
transport  sectors, linked
with the creation of the
French- Tanzania Chamber

of Commerce, set to be
inaugurated soon.
Senator ~ Maurey  said

their visit is dedicated to
sustainable cities as well as
supporting Tanzania achieve
the goal of becoming a
middle-income nation.

“We aim to strengthen our
relations, promote peace and
stability through sustainable
solutions,” he declared.

Senator Marta de Cidrac,
member of the committee
for regional planning and

sustainable  development
said the team expects to
visit various projects in
agriculture, biodiversity and
waste management.

“We want to see how we
can work together in this
area. We must think new

solutions for promotion
of sustainable cities,” she
emphasized.

Senator Jérome Bignon,
member of the committee
for regional planning and
sustainable  development,
said they will later hold a
dialogue with authorities
on how the countries can

cooperate  in  securing
the Indian Ocean as well
as enhancing  defence
capacities.

In Dodoma the senators
will meet the National
Assembly  Speaker, Job

Ndugai, the Deputy Minister
in the Vice-President’s
Office (Environment),
Mussa Ramadhani Sima,
the Natural Resources and
Tourism minister Dr Hamis
Kigwangala and the Dodoma
Mayor, Prof Davis Mwamfupe.

In Arushatheywillinspecta
programme for empowering
youth through vocational
training, implemented
by the Kilimanjaro
International Institute
for Telecommunications
Electronics and Computers
(KIITEC). In Morogoro the
senators will visit an agro-
ecology project coordinated
by the Sokoine University of
Agriculture (SUA), Morogoro
Urban Water Supply and

Sanitation Authority
(MORUWASA) and the
Sustainable Agriculture

Tanzania (SAT) project.

Others senators in the
delegation are members of
the committee for regional
planning and sustainable
development, namely
Francoise Ramond, Joél Bigot
and Guillaume Gontard.
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa visits Horohoro One-Stop border post in Tanga Region yesterday. Photo: PMO

TRA, contractor to see PM on border post building March 11

FROM PAGE 1

whoever was involved as public
funds must be well spent,” he de-
clared.

Earlier, Mkinga district commis-
sioner Yona Maki said the build-
ing was erected from July 2011 to
September 2014 and started be-
ing used in August 2015, housing
16 government institutions.

The DC also explained that the
TRA border centre is faced with
many challenges, including the
need for 62 houses for staff, er-
ratic nature of safe water supply
and a shortage of employees.

Majaliwa has meanwhile con-
tinued to stress that all people
entering the country through
the various entry points must be
medically examined to rescue the
nation from contagious diseases
including the fast-spreading cor-
onavirus.

He directed senior police of-
ficials in Tanga Region to beef
up patrols at border areas, this

including examination of trucks
- some of which have been found
conveying illegal immigrants.

The PM also warned local resi-
dents against being used in the
smuggling of illicit drugs “as who-
ever will be caught doing so will
face the full wrath of the law”.

He said last year 746 grammes
of heroine, 485 kilogrammes of
cannabis, 880 kilogrammes of the
chewing drug ‘gat’ were smug-
gled through the district, urging
the DC to ensure enhanced vigi-
lance.

Majaliwa later inaugurated a di-
alysis services project at Bombo
Referral Hospital in Tanga city
meant to ease the pressure of
referring patients to Muhimbili
National Hospital (MNH) in Dar
es Salaam.

He has also inaugurated the
4-km Makorora-Msambweni road
built at a cost of 5.9bn/- and mak-
ing life easier for residents of
Msambweni, Makorora and Mzin-

gani wards.

The two projects were inaugu-
rated during his first day of the
PM’s regional tour here during
which he stressed the govern-
ment’s intention to fast-track
development for the good of the
people.

He said the health sector has
made great strides in the last four
years and the government contin-
ues to improve health services,
including improvement in work-
ers’ welfare.

He appealed to health sector
workers to be calm, work more
diligently and trust their govern-
ment alongside preparing a pro-
cedure of providing systematic
public education and sensitisa-
tion on how people can protect
themselves against communica-
ble and other diseases.

“Exercises are an important as-
pect, and you are experts in vari-
ous diseases. You know the cure
of most diseases, and that this

includes doing exercises. Some
diseases can be cured by merely
exercising,” he noted.

Speaking about the Makorora-
Msambweni road, the PM said
that apart from easing the trans-
port problem, the road has im-
proved safety in the wards as it
now has street lights.

Earlier, the Health, Community
Development, Gender, Elderly
and Children minister Ummy
Mwalimu said kidney treatment
services were being provided by
19 private clinics and five govern-
ment hospitals - among them
MNH, Mbeya, Bugando, KCMC
and Benjamin Mkapa referral
hospitals.

She said up to 2016 some 90
per cent of dialysis was provided
by the private sector, which re-
sulted in high costs to those in
need especially those living in far
away areas.

The government plans to wid-
en the services by enabling all re-

ferral hospitals to provide kidney
treatment, with the first phase of
the plan having started in referral
hospitals of eight regions - Bom-
bo in Tanga, Meru in Arusha and
those of Mtwara and Iringa, Buko-
ba in Kagera, Maweni in Kigoma
and Sekou Toure in Mwanza.

The establishment of one dialy-
sis centre until it starts operating
as is in the case of Bombo Hospi-
tal costs 574.7m/-, in which case
the eight centres will cost a total
of 4.5bn/-, the minister noted.

Meanwhile, patients in Tanga
with kidney problems expressed
gratitude to the government for
bringing the dialysis centre close
to them as it will save them a lot
of money needed if they were
shifted to Muhimbili for the ser-
vice.

They added that the govern-
ment also needs to reduce the
cost of the service as at present
the cost is pegged at 250,000/-
per single dialysis session.
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warning

statement.

vulnerable

systems,
charities and African governments to
take rapid action to protect vulnerable
communities,” the UK agency said in a

The UK is also disbursing £5 million
for an emergency UN appeal to help
communities in
Somalia, Ethiopia, Sudan, South Sudan,
Eritrea and Djibouti, and for Tanzania to

UK supercomputer aids
EA locust outbreak fight

spread.
On top of this, UK Aid is helping

we are helping

vulnerable communities cope better
with extreme weather by improving
access to clean water, and providing
drought-resistant seeds, farming tools

and nutrition packs to families.

Kenya,

The supercomputer is being provided
through the Weather and Climate
Information Services for Africa (WISER)
programme of the Department for
International Development (DFID) in

collaboration with the Met Office and
the Africa Climate Policy Centre in a £35
million programme that has run from
2015 and ends next year.

It is meant to help to build Africa’s
resistance to climate change by
implementing new policies and practices
to plan for extreme changes in weather.

The programme also works to improve
the quality of weather and climate
information by bringing together experts
and support its use on the continent.

use this data to prepare for the possible
arrival of locusts. The fund covers the
surveillance of the locusts and spraying
of aerial pesticides to kill the insects, so
as to protect at least 78,000 hectares of
land.

The locust infestation - driven by
longer rainy seasons and extreme
weather - has already destroyed
hundreds of thousands of hectares
of vegetation in East Africa. This is
- decimating the livelihoods of farmers

French Ambassador Frédéric Clavier (2nd-R) briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on the arrival in Tanzania of a delegation of French senators led by Herve Maurey gnd worsening the humanitarian crisis It pr ovides exper tise o improve
(3rd-L). Photo: Selemani Mpochi in East Africa where close to 25 million climate  forecasting  ability  and

people are on the brink of starvation. strengthen Africa’s response to climate
T e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e rem International Development Secretary change.

Anne-Marie  Trevelyan said the
devastating locust outbreak in East
Africa has paralysed communities that
are already facing the daily threat of
starvation.

“Through UK Aid and British expertise,
we are helping to track, stop and kill
dangerous swarms of locust to help
millions of people fighting for survival.

UK Aid will support the UN FAO
Regional Emergency Appeal for the
locust outbreak in East Africa, as the FAO
has initially asked donors worldwide
for a total of £104million of funding, of
which the UK will contribute £5million.

To fight this infestation, the UN Central
Emergency Reserve Fund (CERF) has
released £7.5 million to FAO as it has

‘West discussing reviewing its biting
sanctions against Zimbabwe people’

business with SADC member

to-government assistance. to meet in Maputo, where sustainable and equitable

FROM PAGE 1

states. The SADC Council of Mozambican President economic growth and socio- “With rising temperatures and the skills and expertise in locust control
a region endowed with vast In 2002 and 2003, the Ministers will among others Filipe Nyusi will be handed economic development | increasing cyclones driving these mneeded to coordinate the response. The
natural resources should United States imposed things discuss finance issues over the chairmanship. through efficient productive | infestations, Britain is stepping up to UKis the largest donor to CERF.
remain poor. targeted measures on the related to the economic SADC is an organization systems,deeper cooperation | help vulnerable communities prepare With UK Aid backed funding, the FAO
On inter-trade, Prof government of Zimbabwe, block, including member established in 1980 as and integration, good | forand adaptto the catastrophicimpacts is spraying pesticides on the ground
Kabudi said Tanzania was including financial and states contributions. the  Southern  African governance and durable | of climate change.” and by air to prevent further damage to
doing business with SADC visa  sanctions  against The ministers will Development Coordinating peace and security so that UK aid to the UN Food and Agriculture crops and protect livelihoods. The FAO
countries more than it has selected individuals, a ban also review and approve Conference and later in the region emerges as a | Organisation (FAO) has already helped is also working with governments in
done at any other time. on transfers of defence recommendations from August 1992 transformed competitive and effective | protect 73,000 hectares across East Africa to train experts to manage future
He however did not give items and services, and various sectors for into the Southern African player in international | Africa, supplied about 290,000 litres of outbreaks and to conduct research to
a breakdown on how much a suspension of non- presenting to the summit Development Community. relations and the world | pesticides and trained 600 people to better understand the swarm, the UK Aid
Tanzania has been doing humanitarian government- of Head of State expected Its mission is to promote economy. carry out surveillance to stop the locust statement specified.
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Geita’s Catholic Church Bishop Flavian Kassala (R) has a word with Natural R

esources and Tourism deputy minister

a church construction site in Geita yesterday shortly before gracing a fundraiser. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ATC plans to roll out special ‘Safari’ programme to train tour drivers

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE state-owned, Arusha Technical College
through its Automotive Engineering depart-
ment, is kitting out special Safari training pro-
gramme for drivers that intend to work in the
country’s tourism industry.

The special ATC driver training programme,
targets those that will be handling ‘Four Wheel
Drive’ (4WD) vehicles, such as Toyota Land-
Cruisers, Nissan Safaris and elongated Land-
Rovers Defenders as well as the large over-
lander trucks used by mostly foreign tourists
venturing into the wilderness of National Parks
or Game Reserves to undertake game viewing,
photography and filming safaris or hunting.

According to the head of Automotive Engi-
neering Department at ATC, Dr Peter Mashin-
go, the new tourism focused driving classes
are expected to commence from next August
2020. Arusha itself is home to more than 500
tour companies all with large fleets of vehicles.

And apart from other than dealing with
gears, clutches and steering wheels, the train-
ing programme will also package in, foreign
language courses, especially English, French,
Germany and Spain to help local driver-guides
communicate well with their tour-focused pas-
sengers that usually want to know many things
en-route.

“We have already recruited foreign language
experts who are to train the driver-guides in

Constantine Kanyasu (L), who visite

Govt dispatches first batch of 300
inmates into palm oil production

By Guardian Correspondent, Kigoma

THE government has relocated the first
batch of 300 inmates to Kwitanga prison
in Kigoma region as a strategic move to up-
grade it to be the country’s major oil palm
producing centre.

In 2018, the government selected the
Kwitanga prison in Kigoma as the national
research centre for palm oil cultivation.

Deputy minister for Home Affairs, Ham-
ad Masauni said this yesterday during his
inspection tour at the prison to observe im-
plementation of directives given by Prime
Minister Kassim Majaliwa during his visit at
the prison last year.

The PM also directed the Ministry of In-
dustry, Trade and Investment to establish
a modern palm oil factory at the Kwitanga
prison as part of efforts to revamp cultiva-
tion of the crop in the country.

He also directed the prison management
to enhance the crop production by expand-
ing farms, increase the number of prison of-
ficers with agricultural research skills and
replace current palm trees with palm tree
seeds.

Deputy minister Masauni stated that so
far 150 inmates from Mwanza, Shinyanga
and Tabora regions have been relocated to
the prison.

“In implementing the Prime Minister’s
directive, we have increased workforce at
the prison by bringing in 150 inmates. We

are expecting 300 more inmates to arrive
in due course to scale up oil palm produc-
tion”, asserted Masauni noting about 6,000
acres have been set aside for the purpose.

He directed the Prisons Department to
make sure the Kwitanga prison sustains
itself financially instead of depending on
funds from central government.

Kigoma region head of prison , ACP
Leonard Bushiri supported the move to
upgrade the prison into a major oil palm
producer in the country. He said once the
factory starts operating fully, the prison
will no longer be financially dependent.

Kwitanga prison also engages in maize,
rice, cassava, beans and vegetable farm-
ing, said Bushiri.

Kwitanga prison has been producing
palm cooking oil each year whereby in
the 2015/2016 season it produced 16,094
liters, 2016/2017 (12,674liters), 2017/2018
(16,000 liters) and 97 barrels of the edible
oil in 2018/2019.

The produced cooking oil at Kwitanga
prison is partly consumed at the prison
and distributed to Bangwe, Kasulu, and
Kibondo prisons in Kiogma and other
prisons in Kagera, Mwanza, Shinyanga,
Singida, Dodoma, Morogoro and Tabora
region.

Over 30,000 smallholder farmers in
Kigoma region generate income from cul-
tivating oil palm trees and extracting and
selling palm oil.

THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

@IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT@

English, German , Spainish and French; but
more tongues will be included in future ac-
cording to demand,” said Dr Mashingo.

The ATC automotive department is specifi-
cally also targeting to train drivers on how to
negotiate their way on rough roads, flooded
tracks and other challenging environments
during remote game driving or tracking.

Training sequence coordinator at Arusha
Technical College, David Mtunguja explained
that the ‘Driving courses’” at the ATC started
two years ago and so far more than 700 stu-
dents have benefitted in the training under-
taken in association with the state Vocational
Education Training Authority (VETA).

“We expect that, after the introduction of

special ‘Safari Driving Course for Tour Driver-
Guides, in five months’ time, more trainees
from within Tanzania and possibly outside the
country will enroll and benefit from the new
package,” he said.

Pivoted in Arusha, the Northern Zone tour-
ism circuit, which is home to the Ngorongoro
Crater, Mount Kilimanjaro, Lake Manyara and
Serengeti National Park, handles more than 80
percent of all tourists bound for Tanzania.

The country receives over 1.5 million leisure
visitors per year but according to the Minister
for Natural Resources and Tourism, Dr Khamis
Kigwangalla, Tanzania targets to increase the
number to 2 million tourists by next December.

APPLICATION FOR TANZANIA CITIZENSHIP

)
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Mr IKRAM ULLAH, P.0.Box 483 TANGA

115652601

The person whose photograph is shown is applying to
the Minister for Home Affairs for Tanzania Citizenship,
His/her Nationality at present is PAKISTAN His/Her
Occupation is PRODUCTION SUPERVISOR He/She
has been in this country since 2010 that, any person
who knows as to why citizenship should not be granted
to the applicant, should send a written and signed
Statement to the Principal Commissioner of
Immigration Services P.0.Box 512 Dar-es-Salaam.
Ref. DN TA/TP/4318

For. COMMISSIONER GENERAL OF IMMIGRATION SERVICES

Residential security market throughout Tanzania.

GARDANORLD

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF

SUPPLIERS GW/2020-2021/PQ/01

GardaWorld Tanzania is the leading security provider in Tanzania, GW has been providing security services to the Private and
Commercial sectors in Tanzania since 1999.This has been predominantly in the mining, agricultural, and industrial, commercial and

The company boasts of being the market leader in Tanzania providing a full range of security services, ranging from man guarding,
security dogs and robust electronic security solutions.

GW now invites suitably qualified and competent bidders to submit sealed prequalification bid(S) for the supply of various goods
and services for the Financial Year 2020/2021, In one or more of the categories appearing below. The objective of the 1.
prequalification is to identify competent individual /firms /companies that will be called upon from time to time to quote / tender
for supply of goods and services during the Financial year 2020/2021.

all prospective applicants.

Category No. Description

GW 2020/01 Supply and delivery of general office stationary and computer consumables
GW 2020/02 Supply and delivery of dog feeds and dog handling equipment

GW 2020/03 Supply and delivery of ICT equipment, computers and computer accessories
GW 2020/04 Supply, delivery and maintenance of firefighting equipment

GW 2020/05 Supply and delivery of tailored staff uniforms and footwear

GW 2020/06 Supply and delivery of Protective clothing and equipment

GW 2020/07 Supply and delivery of motor vehicle tyres, tubes and batteries

GW 2020/08 Supply, servicing and maintenance of air condition equipment

GW 2020/09 Motor vehicle servicing, maintenance & repairs

GW 2020/10 Motor cycles servicing, maintenance & repairs

GW 2020/11 Design and printing of promotional, communication and corporate branded materials
GW 2020/12 Supply and delivery of VHF Radios, Batteries, chargers, antennas, repeaters etc.
GW 2020/13 Supply and delivery of office furniture and equipment,

GW 2020/14 Supply and delivery hardware, Electricals and construction materials.

GW 2020/15 Supply and delivery of general Alarms, CCTV and Access Control equipment
GW 2020/16 Provision of Car hire Services

GW 2020/17 Provision of Clearing and Forwarding services

GW 2020/18 Provision of travel and air ticketing services

GW 2020/19 Provision of legal services

GW 2020/20 Supply of Fuels and Lubricants

GW 2020/21 Supply and delivery of Office cleaning materials, equipment, detergents and disinfectants

during working hours.

submitted for each category.

and addressed to:

Procurement Committee

Dar es Salaam

Branch Manager

The Prequalification document with details can be obtained from GardaWorld Offices, DAR ES SALAAM, MWANZA and ARUSHA

Please note that if you intend to provide multiple goods / services, a separate prequalification of suppliers document must be

GW reserves the right to accept or reject any applicant wholly or in part and is not bound to accept the lowest offer. Prospective
bidders are hereby notified that canvassing of any kind will lead to automatic disqualification. GW may plan to visit supplier
premises to verify information contained in the bid documents and obtain assurance of the vendor’s capacity to deliver.

Pre-qualification in plain sealed envelopes clearly marked “Pre- qualification of supplier for FY 2020/2021” and indicating the
category number applied for on the envelope should be dropped at GW office (upon signing of register as evidence of submission)

General Manager

GardaWorld GardaWorld GardaWorld
Plot 16, Lucy Lameck Street P.0.Box 2076 P.o.Box 10675
P.o.Box 12747 MWANZA ARUSHA

The closing date for the submission of applications for prequalification of Suppliers is Friday, 13th March 2020 5.00 PM
——————————————————————————————————————————————

requested to apply.

215652701

*Terms & conditions apply

WORKS CONTRACTORS FOR

The Managing Director, NMB Bank Plc
NMB Head Office Ohio/Ali Hassan Mwinyi Street.
P.0. Box 9213, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania.

NMB

Close to you

INVITATION FOR PREQUALIFICATION
OF CONTRACTORS

NMB Bank Plc. is the largest commercial Bank in Tanzania in terms of branch network, customer base and profitability.

2. The Bank has set aside funds for year 2020, towards the cost of construction, repair and maintenance of its facility at Head Office
and Branch network across the country. It is intended that part of these funds will be applied to eligible payments
for provision of repair, maintenance and construction works for the Bank.

3. The NMB Bank Plc. now invites all eligible, qualified and competent Building and Civil Contractors to apply for prequalification of
various construction/fit-out/repair/refurbishment works of their premises in various regions across the country.

4.  The Selection of eligible and qualified Contractors will be conducted through the Competitive Tendering Procedures as specified
in the NMB Procurement Policy and Procedures.

5. This prequalification of contractors is required for all 8 zones namely Dar Es Salaam, Eastern, Central, Northern, Southern, Highland,
Lake and Western. The required contractors are from class 1 to 7 (both Building & Civil) and should be located/have offices in the
regions in where our zones are categorized. Selection of pre-qualified contractors will be done per each zone mentioned above.
Details of the zone offices and selection criteria are as stipulated in the pre-qualification document.

6. A complete set of prequalification document in English shall be obtained by interested applicants through NMB website through
this link www.nmbbank.co.tz/tenders or through email request to procurement department via procurement@nmbbank.co.tz.
Contractors will be required to purchase the document at a non-refundable fee of TSHS 50,000.00 for each zone you are applying
to and payable to NMB Account No. 302040002 Account Name - Tender Fees at any NMB Branch. The original Bank slip MUST be
accompanied with the pre-qualification document upon submission as one of the mandatory qualification criteria.

7. A prospective applicant requiring any clarification regarding this pre-qualification may send their request in writing to NMB
Secretary Tender Committee through email address procurement@nmbbank.co.tz. Any clarification/amendment of the pre-
qualification document will be communicated through the same link of obtaining the tender document and can be accessible to

8. All current and previous prequalified contractors that are working with the bank or in the bank preferred list of contractors are

9. The closing time and date for submission of written Tenders is on Tuesday 24" March, 2020 at 15.00 hours, by that time your
application document must be properly sealed and submitted to the respective NMB Zonal Offices that you are applying
for with exception of Dar Es Salaam Zone which must be submitted to NMB Head Office as per the addresses provided in
the pre-qualification document. The tender to be marked on top of the envelope: PREQUALIFICATION OF BUILDING AND CIVIL
ZONE. NMB BANK PLC shall be entitled to reject any application received after the due
date and time or application not received at the respective zone. The address for delivery of the applications for each zone are as
indicated in the prequalification document obtained in our website.

10. Late applications, portion of applications, electronic applications, and applications not received, not opened and not read out
aloud in public at the bid opening ceremony shall not be accepted for evaluation irrespective of the circumstances.
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Tanzania attains 75 per cent
in reduction of TB in Africa

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

TANZANIA is the second country in
Africa in reducing infection and cure
of Tuberculosis (TB) by attaining 75
per cent of the set targets, according
to the Permanent Secretary in the
Ministry of Health, Community Devel-
opment, Gender, Elders and Children
Dr Zainabu Chaula.

Dr Chaula revealed this here yester-
day when receiving evaluation report
on the TB and leprosy strategic plan.

She said the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) made the evaluation
in collaboration with health experts
from inside and outside the country to
see whether the targets set to fight the
diseases had been attained.

“They evaluate how we have at-
tained the targets we had set in 2015
including increase coverage to all suf-
ferers by more than 29 percent,” she
said and added that the evaluation
was also comparing with the world
targets in the eradication of TB and
Leprosy.

However, Dr Chaula said there is
still the problem of education among
the wananchi that TB is transmitted
through the air.

“We advise the wananchi to avoid
congestion, they should sleep in well
ventilated rooms, personal hygiene
and clean surroundings and those

with TB symptoms to immediately go
to health centres as TB treatment is
available from dispensary level,” she
said.

On her part the Acting Manager for
the National Tuberculosis and Lep-
rosy Programme (NTLP) Dr Zuweina
Kondo said they have succeeded to
identify sufferers from 37 percent in
2015 to 53 percent currently.

“We have reached 43 pe rcent of
sufferers more for 2018 - 75,545 and
in 2019 we reached 82,140 sufferers
as the more we identify and reach the
sufferers, the more we reduce the in-
fection rate,” she said.

On children Dr Kondo said they
have attained the WHO goal by 15
percent which is the highest percent-
age set globally of which Tanzania is
among seven countries

She said in regard to leprosy, they
have eradicated the disease from 19
districts by 2015 by giving education,
with 19 remaining..

We have reached 43 pe
rcent of sufferers more
for 2018 - 75,545 and
in 2019 we reached
82,140 sufferers as the
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NMB Bank Plc western zone Sospeter Magessa (R) symbolically hands over 1,800 T-shirts to Simiyu regional administrative secretary Jumanne Sagini for use dur-
ing the upcoming International Women’s Day (March 8) to be held at national level in Simiyu Region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Dr Shein cautions public servants over unethical conduct

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Mo-
hamed Shein has cautioned lead-
ers at the Ministry of Constitution
and Legal Affairs over unethical
conduct when executing their du-
ties as they are dealing with sensi-
tive matters.

He made the statement at State
House yesterday during his meet-
ing with ministry leaders who

presented to him reports for the
first half of the 2019/2020 financial
year from July to December.

He said: “Being diligent helps
you to properly supervise activi-
ties under your docket. This min-
istry directly touches the lives of
individual Zanzibaris”.

President Shein said the gov-
ernment plans to establish a law
school that will contribute into
strengthening the country’s law

sector. He said processes for estab-
lishment of the law school are on-
going through the Planning Com-
mission and Public Service Office.
He insisted that good leaders
should be capable of transforming
challenges into opportunities and
continue working diligently.
Zanzibar Chief Secretary, Dr Ab-
dulhamid Yahya Mzee said the re-
port has been professionally pre-
pared taking into consideration

that the ministry deals directly
with the people. He said workers
in the ministry are determined to
ensure justice to every citizen.
Constitutional and Legal Af-
fairs Minister in Zanzibar, Khamis
Juma Mwalimu said the ministry
has been implementing its duties
in accordance with the 2015/2020
CCM election manifesto whereas
issues related to justice and law
are stated in Section 121 of the

document.

Mwalimu said the ministry has
been working to prepare a draft
document for establishment of
the law school and that it has
finalized processes for the es-
tablishment of the Justice Sector
Forum. He said the ministry has
printed Kiswahili copies of vari-
ous laws which have been distrib-
uted to citizens in both, Pemba
and Unguja Islands. “We also ad-

vise the government on various
legal aspects including prepara-
tion of contracts”, said Mwalimu .

Earlier, Permanent Secretary in

the Ministry of Constitution and
Legal Affairs, George Joseph Kazi
when presenting the report on
the ministry’s implementation of
work strategy said the office has
provided capacity building train-
ing to a number of officials.

According to Kazi the ministry

has managed to reduce and con-
trol disputes especially at fam-
ily levels whereby the number of
divorces has been reduced. He
attributed the achievement with
regular trainings to officials in the
office of Zanzibar Mufti.

He however informed that they
are still facing difficulties to make
decisions on rape cases due to
poor cooperation from victims
and parents.

"

‘i‘ 1.5
Natural Protection Campaign “ambassador” Nangasu Wallema plants a tree at Uzambara in Kihurio ward yesterday in implementation of an initiative meant to arrest desertifi-
cation in Same District, Kilimanjaro Region. Photo: Correspondent Ashton Balaigwa

k.

By Guardian Correspondent,
Dodoma

FORMER President Ali Hassan
Mwinyi has said that the coun-
try has a lot to do towards total
eradication of corruption, call-
ing on the general public to sup-
port the government’s efforts to
fight the vice.

Mwinyi made the remarks
here during the launch an anti-
corruption strategy which is
aimed to reach 16 million chil-
dren and students in various pri-
mary schools and universities in
the country.

The strategy will be imple-
mented by youths from the Tan-
zania Scouts Association.

“Tanzania still has a debt in
fighting corruption; we should
all together now support Presi-
dent John Magufuli’s efforts to
address the challenge. 1 hope
that the launch of this strategy
will contribute much in the war.
We have a number of related vic-
es which include theft, sabotage,
bribery and others,” he said.

Launching the strategy min-
ister of State in the President’s
Office (Public Service and Good
Governance) George Mkuchika

Battle against
corruption
vital - Mwinyi

urged young people to be first
ambassadors in the fight against
corruption.

He launched the strategy on
behalf of the Vice President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan.

Minister Mkuchika said that
corruption has affected commu-
nities and has led to others lose
their lives.

“Every Tanzania has role to
fight corruption, this involve
unearthing those who engage in
corrupt actions. We should fight
this war together so as to make
Tanzania free from corruption,”
he added.

According to him, children
and young people in various
primary and universities will be
reached with the ant-corruption
education equipping them with
essential techniques to fighting
corruption.

Mwantumu Mahiza, head of
Scout said that the strategy’s
aimed to fight corruption for
sake of the present and future
generation.

“We hope that through the 16
million primary and college stu-
dents, majority of Tanzanians
will also be reached in the fight
against corruption .”

Concern as human settlements threaten wildlife corridors

By Guardian Reporter, Moshi

WILDLIFE experts have ex-
pressed concern over the block-
age of wildlife corridors linking
the protected areas with the ad-
jacent ecosystems.

They want the involvement of

all stakeholders, including local
governments and the surround-
ing communities, in addressing
the crisis.

Senior official from the Tan-
zania National Parks (Tanapa),
Herman Batio said that the situ-
ation contributes to the increase

of wildlife attacks to human settle-
ments and farms.

He was speaking during the
commemoration of the World
Wildlife Day held at the College
of African Wildlife Management
(CAWM), Mweka, in Moshi town.

“Constructing permanent set-

tlements in wildlife corridors do
not only affect the animals’ daily
life but also threatens lives of the
people and other properties in the
surrounding areas,” he said.

He named some of the blocked
animal corridors as Ndarakwa,
Meru and Endument area in Kili-

manjaro region.

“Other corridors which have
been attacked by human activi-
ties are the one located between
Kilimanjaro and Tsavo West and
Kitendeni which is found between
Kilimanjaro and Amboseli in Ken-

ya.

Earlier, national coordinator of
Malihai Club, Benjamin Kijika said
that the wildlife attacks have been
causing huge impacts to the envi-
ronment in people’s settlements
and water sources.

Peter Tungu, hygiene and en-
vironment officer in Moshi said

that the government in collabora-
tion with CAWM has embarked on
tree planting in the villages near
protection areas. “Our aim is to
ensure that natural atmosphere in
all villages surrounding the Kili-
manjaro National Park (KINAPA)
protects,” he added.
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What is “Improved 0&0D”?

or more than 10 years, JICA,

Japan’s bilateral aid agency,

has been closely cooperat-

ing with the Government

of Tanzania (GoT), trying to
develop a dynamic and sustainable
style of local development and service
delivery through an innovative local
government administration with “Gov-
ernment-Community Collaboration”.
This methodology is called “Improved
0&0OD”.

“O&0OD” is an abbreviation of “Op-
portunities and Obstacles to Develop-
ment” and this idea was originally es-
tablished by GoT in 2001 to promote
participatory local development plan-
ning.

Since 2009, the President’s Office
- Regional Administration and Local
Government (PO-RALG) and JICA have
been implementing the cooperation
project to improve this “O&0D” mech-
anism to more effectively nurture
“Self-Help Efforts” of the communities
and deepen collaborative relationship
between Local Government and com-
munities. This so-called “Improved
0&0OD” concept is based on the great
unique advantage of the Country in-
herited from the founder of the nation,
the late Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere.

The World Unique
Advantage of Tanzania

ICA found with great appreciation

that in Tanzania, there are a lot of
communities where people organ-
ize themselves to improve their lives
and develop their own communities
without waiting for the Government
to come and do for them. Many of the
basic facilities in communities, such
as primary/secondary schools, dis-
pensaries, Kitongoji roads, irrigation
schemes, water supply systems, etc.,
are constructed by community people
themselves.

And we learned that it is a precious
heritage from Mwalimu Nyerere, who
believed: “Development is the partici-
pation of people in a mutual learning
experience involving themselves,
their local resources, external change
agents, and outside resources. People
cannot be developed but they can only
develop themselves by participating in
activities, which affect their well-being.
People are not being developed when
they are herded like animals into new
ventures.”

However, it is a pity that nowadays
many people seem to have discontin-
ued this outstanding practice of devel-
opment.

“Improved O&0OD” aims at recalling
and reviving this dormant virtue of the
Nation.

Japan developed the Nation
in a similar way

his valuable practice of Tanzania
reminds us of our own experience
of development in Japan.

At the beginning of the develop-
ment and nation building of Japan in
late 19th and early 20th Century, the
Government was still poor, and the
very limited resources had to be con-
centrated on national strategic devel-
opment, especially industrialization
and militarization, to avoid being colo-
nized by then-European superpowers.

While the Government did not
have adequate resources to attend
the needs of the people, each com-
munity tried to overcome poverty and
improve their lives through “Self-Help
Efforts” of the people themselves to-

This article is to introduce to Tanzanian citizens
one of the important cooperation activities
between the two nations of Tanzania and Japan
through Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA), namely Improved O&OD.

gether with the local leaders, and col-
laboration amongst themselves. Local
Governments played an important
role to accompany such efforts of the
people, encourage and support them.
The Central Government also tried to
provide maximum support to create
an enabling environment for the Lo-
cal Governments to carry out this task.

As seen above, Japan’s development

was not attained by the Government’s |

efforts alone, but it was basically each
citizen, communities and groups
(small companies) who made efforts
to develop themselves. The Govern-
ment appreciated, accompanied, en-
couraged and nurtured such people’s
efforts.

Government cannot
do everything alone

ust like the Japanese Government at

that time, the GoT is facing a similar
challenge of limited resources in terms
of budget as well as staff inadequacy
to pursue huge and diversified tasks.
It is almost impossible for the Govern-
ment to do everything all alone.

It was based on such analysis that
PO-RALG and JICA perceived the most
effective way of development in this
Country is to take full advantage of
its great virtue of “People’s Self-Help
Efforts” to complement the Govern-
ment’s efforts towards national/local
development and improvement of
people’s livelihood.

For that sake, the “Improved O&OD”
Project considered that the key is to
build an appropriate capacity of the
Ward Extension Officers (Agriculture,
Community Development, Education,
Health, Livestock, etc.) who are in the
frontline to accompany community
people and collaborate with them.
They are expected to be a bridge be-
tween people and the Government.

Training the Ward
Extension Staff to facilitate
community people

he Project established an innova-
tive mechanism to train such ex-
tension officers in a very practical way.
It will enable them to facilitate the
community so that people can con-

mproved O&OD

A Ward Fa-
cilitator (Left)
accompanies a
hamlet group
respresentative

% (Right) while
® | engagingin the
field watering.
W (Mughunga
ward, Singida
DC)

firm their felt needs, organize them
and carry out activities by themselves
whenever possible instead of waiting
for the Government to do for them.
Such trained extension officers are
called “Ward Facilitators” (WFs). WFs,
after having been trained, visit the Vil-
lages and Vitongoji frequently. With
their facilitation, community people
implement their priority projects by
themselves within their capacity. The
following are some examples of what
has been happening in such villages
(It is a pity that we can show only two
cases among dozens.):

Villages are changing
dramatically with
Improved 0&0D

Maseyu Village:
Pre-Primary School in all 5
Vitongoji and Completion of
an Unfinished Dispensary

If you drive from Morogoro to Dar
es Salaam, you will find Maseyu Vil-
lage along the highway within a 30
minutes’ drive. The villagers’ long
worry was to send their children to
pre-primary school far away located
across the dangerous highway. After
a tragic accident of a boy killed by a
snake on his way back from school,
the villagers stood up and decided
to construct their own pre-primary

Villagers in Mang’ula B construct Community Road

in 2015

school in their respective Vitongoji.
WF played a crucial role to facilitate
them to decide, agree and organize
themselves to realize their dream. Af-
ter two years, all the 5 Vitongoji have
constructed their own pre-primary
schools which reduced time to com-
mute and risks of accident, and also
raised enrolment rate dramatically.
Not only did they construct, but they
also looked for someone who can
teach within or around their commu-
nity and paid their salary.

Morogoro District Council (DC) rec-
ognized such precious efforts of Ma-
seyu people with high appreciation.
These schools now have been regis-
tered by the Government and teach-
ers have been assigned officially.

Being convinced with this experi-
ence of accomplishing pre-primary
school construction, the villagers de-
cided to complete the unfinished dis-
pensary that has been abandoned for
years. It took almost another 7 years.
But they continued without giving up,
advancing little by little, and finally
completed it recently. Morogoro DC
supported them by providing mate-
rial for roofing, and now assigning
medical staff. The dispensary started
its services in July 2018.

People have strong confidence to
WFs and Local Government, and they

Villagers

proudly say that their village is the
BEST in Tanzania. Furthermore, the
Village Executive Officer (VEO) won
the election and became a District
Councilor, leading the development
of the area.

Mang'ula B & Mshikamano:

Beautiful Mindset
Change of the Villagers

Mang'ula B Village is located in Kil-
ombelo District on the way from Mi-
kumi to Ifakara. Facing the gate of Ud-
zungwa National Park, it is considered
as a Semi-Urban village with a lot of
movement and migration of people.
Thus, it was one of the most difficult
villages for the WFs to organize their
“Self-Help Efforts”.

¢ e had never trusted the
Government Officers be-

fore.” A woman of this village told us
and continued; “They seldom visit us,
and when they come, they command
things that we don’t want. But these
WFs were different. We found them

jICA)

Tanzania can develop dramatically and build a world exemplar Nation of the 21st Century with
“People’s Self-Help Efforts” and “Government-Community Collaboration”

always accompanying us in our activi-
ties, listen to us, and they are a part of the
community now. We consider them as
part of our family.” (Similar scenery can
be seen in the photo) “I didn’t contribute
my land before when TASAF came to con-
struct roads and demanded it. But this
time I did, because it was ourselves who
decided to make this road together with
WFs.”

Mangula B village is now one of the
best villages in the Project. People are
united. They trust the WFs and Village
Leaders. The Village Chairperson, Hamisi
was elected, since he was a very active
group leader of such activities.

They constructed 14km of road in the
Village, and built a bridge so that their
children can go to school crossing the
river safely (see the photo), set bee hives
to avoid elephants to enter and disturb
farms, etc. They also decided to construct
some business spaces to rent so that
the village can have additional revenue
sources to support more activities.

¢¢Thad never attended a village as-
sembly before.” One of the wom-
en’s group leaders told us; “I had never
thought it was for us. It was for the lead-
ers. But now I do attend, because having
been working in our group activities, I felt
that I need to participate in decision mak-
ing of the village that affects us.”
She is now attending village meetings,
not because “she has to”, but because
“she wants to”.

We have a DREAM

tis our sincere dream that Tanzania will

have such beautiful villages throughout
the Country, full of vitality and ownership
towards their own development, based
on strong patriotism, pride and love to
their own community. We do believe that
it is very possible in this Country, devel-
oping close collaborative relationship
between the communities and the Local
Governments, together with strong sup-
port from the Central Government to en-
sure an enabling environment for it.

By doing so, the Government can pro-
vide good services to the people with
minimum cost while concentrating its
limited resources on vigorous and dy-
namic national economic development,
just like how Japan developed its econo-
my and welfare of the people.

[Improved O&OD has been approved by the Government as part of
National Planning and Implementation system in October 2019, and
it will be introduced to all the 26 Regional Secretariat and 185 LGAs
through Initial Orientation Workshops to the concerned officers from

January 2020]

in Mshikamano

Village started construction of

Community Bridge in 201 6. Now they utilize the bridge for economic |
activities and receipt education in nearby Village. Construction for |

finishing in 2019

Cooperation on Local Government / Community Development between Tanzania and JICA
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Construction of a bridge to lin
Miraji Msala

By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

IT is widely acknowledged that the num-
ber eight cause of deaths in the world is
road accidents and that young people are
more likely to be involved in accidents.

According to the World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO), children aged 15 to 29 years
are said to be more prone to danger due to
their fond of being at driver’s seats in mo-
torcycles (bodaboda) and tricycles (bajaj).

This was revealed at the weekend in
Kibaha at the closing of part of training
seminar on Road Safety to 12 primary and
secondary schools from Coast Region.

The Ambassador for Road Safety, who
is also the Director of Road Safety associa-
tion (RSA) Augustus Fungo said the eight-
month project began in November 2019
and was to be implemented in Coast and
Kilimanjaro regions.

He said according to WHO statistics
1,350,000 people die and 50,000 remain
with permanent disabilities in the world
every year.

Young people most prone to
road accidents, WHO states

“This situation has forced us to provide
education and we will continue doing so
to rescue young people many of who drive
boda boda and bajajs,” he said.

They also plan to educate people with
disabilities so that they should also be well
conversant with road safety rules to avoid
accidents.

The acting Coast Region Traffic Officer
ASP Africanus Sulle said the training will
assist in at least reducing accidents espe-
cially to students who cross roads to go to
school.

He called on parents to assist children to
cross the road instead of leaving them on
their own.

He said in areas where the zebra cross-
ing signs are indiscernible they should be
redrawn to avoid accidents.

Kongowe Primary School student Nyam-
bura Marwa said the education has helped
them as now they are also assisting others
to cross the road and believe that by doing
so they have contributed in reducing acci-

o ‘ ‘

This situation has forced us to provide education and we
will continue doing so to rescue young people many of
who drive boda boda and bajajs

30 potato trucks stuck along Mbeya-Makete road for one week

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

MORE than 30 drivers of
trucks that transport potatoes
from villages in Ilungu Ward
in Mbeya District have asked
the government to improve the
Mbeya-Makete road through Isy-

onje claiming that it is in very
bad state and is a hazard to their
safety.

Speaking to this paper at
Igoma Village when they were
filling potholes the drivers said
they are stuck at the village for
more than one week after one of

the trucks was stuck in the mud
and blocked the road.

One of the drivers Abdalla
Juma said the road as of now has
been severely damaged due to
the ongoing rains in the area and
added that they decided among
themselves to fill the potholes

on some road sections in order
to remove the truck that was
stuck in the mud but still they
have not been successful.
Another  driver  Raphael
Mwandembwa said some trucks
have broken down due to the
poor road and use a lot of time

travelling just a short distance.
He said the area is the big-
gest potato producer in Mbeya
region and the government col-
lects a lot of revenue thereof, but
no one remembers to improve
the road. He said whenever their
trucks get stuck they are forced

to use some youths to offload
potato bags to reduce truck
weight and reload again after
the truck is freed.

Recently the Permanent Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Works,
Transport and Communica-
tion Elius Mwakalinga directed

Mbeya Region TANROADS Man-
ager Eliazary Rwekaza to make
emergency repairs to the road.

He directed that the road
should be improved to gravel
level to enable the wananchi use
it in their economic and social
activities.

Africa calls for more economic
empowerment for its women

WINDHOEK

THE Pan-African Women’s Organization (PAWO) has
called for enhanced efforts to empower African women
economically in the lead-up to International Women'’s Day,
March 8.

Founded in 1962, the PAWO is Africa’s first and oldest
women’s organization.

During its 10th congress last week, it concluded that al-
though the continent has made much progress in achieving
gaps in gender equality, parity and empowerment, more
still needs to be done.

The conclusion is in accordance with International
Women’s Day observed by the United Nations to recognize
and promote the social, economic, cultural and political
achievements of women.

PAWO President Assetou Koite called for a maximum in-
vestment in women to reduce discrimination and enhance
their participation in social issues.

She also asked all 55 African Union (AU) member states
to create an enabling environment for women and girls, in-
cluding those in rural areas, by ensuring that they partici-
pated in the bottom-top approach to eradicate poverty.

“Economic empowerment on the African continent can
only be attained if women occupy high political and social
positions,” the AU quoted her as saying. “We must make ef-
forts in a number of areas to ensure women achieve educa-
tion and also take advantage of the emerging opportunities
in science and technology.

“We must eliminate the obstacles and discrimination
women face in terms of access to financing.”

Meanwhile, Namibian President Hage Geingob under-
scored the contribution of the women’s organizations in-
cluding PAWO for Africans to attain human dignity, and
break the chains of oppression, when he lauded the African
leaders’ recent decision to declare 2020-30 as the new Dec-
ade for African Women'’s Financial and Economic Inclusion.

President Geingob noted that Namibia had prioritized
gender parity as a means of addressing historical imbal-
ances and injustices toward women.

He explained that 46 percent of Namibia’s parliament
was comprised of women and also that the government’s
leadership positions are required to be filled 50 percent by
womern.

“To further demonstrate our commitment to enhance
capacity on gender equality, Namibia is in the process of
establishing an International Women'’s Peace Centre, which
will focus on national, regional, and international conflict
resolutions and management activities, as well as aspects of
mediation and negotiations,” he said.

“I however urge you, that as we focus on the girl-child, we
should not forget the boy-child. In addition, youth should be
empowered in order for the continent to benefit from their
vast and untapped potential.”

Citing AU Commission Chairman Moussa Faki Mahamat,
the chairman’s special representative Hawa Ahmed Yous-
souf underscored eliminating all forms of discrimination
against women to ensure full participation in the economic,
political and social development of their countries.

Faki has regularly observed that despite the suffering of
women and children during conflicts, women have always
demonstrated their resilience to fight the scourge of pov-
erty and they remained the agents of change the continent
needed.

Wilson Makalanga (R) of the Kahama office of the Tanzania Revenue Authority addresses Bajaj owners yesterday on a range of tax-related issues. Photo: Correspondent Shaban Njia

TFS starts restoring natural vegetation in Same District

By Guardian Correspondent, Same

TANZANIA Forest Services Agen-
cy (TFS) Northern Zone has started
restoring the natural vegetation in
Same District, Kilimanjaro Region
after beginning to plant 4,000 natu-
ral fruit trees in every ward in the
district.

Speaking at the launching of the
tree planting exercise in Kihurio
Ward, TFS manager Edward Shil-

ogile said through the Eradicate
Drought from Same (Tokomeza
Ukame Same) campaign they have
started planting trees in all areas in
the ward by using primary and sec-
ondary school students.

“These trees will be planted in
areas of government institutions
including schools, health centres,
along the roads and all residential
houses and every mwananchi is re-

sponsible to take care of them,” said
the TFS Manager.

Shilogile said they will closely
make follow up to ensure the trees
are being taken care of so that they
bring the intended benefits in re-
storing Same District’s natural veg-
etation that was being depleted.

For his part, the Ambassador of
the campaign for the conservation
of the country resources Ngasu

Wallema said they decided to use
students in the campaign in order
to teach them on the importance of
environmental conservation while
still young.

He said the campaign targets to
plant 4,000 trees starting with all
15 wards in Same East Constituency
and later it will be the turn for Same
West Constituency.

Kihurio Ward Councillor Mariane

Mariane (CCM) said the hazards
from environmental destruction
started to be seen and the cam-
paign stands to arrest the situation.

He said through all village chair-
men in the ward they have agreed
among themselves that all live-
stock that wander about should be
penned in and steps will be taken
against owners whose animals will
be seen wandering about.
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Residence IDs are a basic right
for every Zanzibari - Dr Shein

By Guardian reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Moham-
ed Shein has allayed fears among the
wananchi who have not been given
Zanzibar Residence Identity Cards
saying they should be patient as the
IDs are a right to all Zanzibar residents.

Speaking to reporters at the week-
end soon after he had his own details
verified in the Permanent Voters Reg-
ister at Bungi Primary School polling
centre in Zanzibar South Region, Dr
Shein said the Residence IDs are very
important as they helps him in accom-

plishing many undertakings, not in
elections alone.

Dr Shein who was accompanied by
his spouse, Mwanamema Shein, ap-
pealed to wananchi not to harbour
any worries as the Zanzibar Electoral
Commission (ZEC) will do its duty in
ensuring that every Zanzibari quali-
fied to obtain the ID will get it in ac-
cordance with the laid down laws and
procedures.

Dr Shein explained that the exercise
was going on well according to the
time schedule and has enabled thou-
sands of Zanzibaris to have their per-

sonal details verified.

He said all exercises are normally
faced by challenges especially those
involving many people including the
integration of the new technology,
hence he called on the wananchi to
exercise tolerance.

He also said the Zanzibar govern-
ment will ensure that this year’s elec-
tion will be free and fair and stressed
that whoever plans to create violence
will be dealt with.

He said the government is for all
people. And not one person and that
after he leaves the office the Zanzibar
government will remain adding that
he believes it will be a CCM led govern-
ment as it has always been.

He called upon the wananchi to pray
for him as well as for the government
so that tax collection continues so as
to enable him to keep his promise of
salary increase before he leaves office.

He stressed that ZEC is an independ-
ent body that has been in place since
the inception of multipartism and has
been doing very well as it is run in ac-
cordance with the Zanzibar constitu-
tion and other regulations.
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Zanzibar Education and Vocational Training deputy minister of Simai Muhammed Said (R) visits an exhibition featuring
training equipment and aids held at the State University of Zanzibar yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Rahma Suleiman

Africa needs to stop being Eurobond price taker, AfDB says

JOHANNESBURG

AFRICAN governments need to
be tougher when negotiating the
terms of Eurobonds and commer-
cial loans, the African Develop-
ment Bank said.

Some external debts mature
before the infrastructure projects
they fund start generating returns,

which raises refinancing risks, the
president of the development-
finance lender warned. Neither
should African borrowers be
“price takers,” he said.

“The short-term maturity of
some of these debts does not
match the longterm revenue
streams,” Akinwumi Adesina said.

“You are going to have to pay

back when you are not earning the
money. These bonds are oversub-
scribed because people see oppor-
tunities to make a killing.”
Governments have increased
their issuance of dollar and euro
bonds in recent years as loose
monetary conditions in developed
nations push global investors to
buy higher-yielding assets, not

least those in emerging markets.
Africa’s sovereign issuance in
the two currencies totaled $53 bil-
lion in 2018 and 2019, according
to data compiled by Bloomberg.
Egypt, Angola, South Africa and
Nigeria were the most prolific bor-
rowers in that period.
This year, Angola, Gabon and
Ghana have tapped the Eurobond

market. Ghana got around $15 bil-
lion of orders for a $3 billion deal
last month.

Investors have been richly re-
warded for buying African sov-
ereign dollar debt. It generated a
total return of 21% in 2019, more
than any other region in emerging
markets.

Public debt in sub-Saharan Af-

rica has doubled to 50% of gross
domestic product since 2008, the
International Monetary Fund esti-
mates. Kenya raised its debt ceiling
last year and the IMF said the gov-
ernment should be more cautious
in building credit. In South Africa,
authorities see debt spiking to 78%
of GDP by 2028, from just above
60%. And while Nigeria’s debt is

low as a proportion of GDP, the
government spends more than
half its revenue servicing it, ac-
cording to the IMF.

Rising debt-service ratios are
“increasingly problematic,” Razia
Khan, Standard Chartered PIc’s
chief economist for the Middle
East and Africa, said in a tweet
Sunday.
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Home Affairs deputy minister Hamad Masauni (2nd-R) and Dominick Kazmil of Kwitanga Prison in Kigoma Region have a feel of palm oil fruit harvested in the prison’s farm yester-
day. Photo: Home Affairs ministry

UNECA: Africa’s rapid urbanisation largely unplanned

ADDIS ABABA

THE current rapid urbanisation
across the African continent is
largely unplanned and “potentially
catastrophic,” the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa
(UN-ECA) has stressed.

The remark was made by
Thokozile Ruzvidzo, Director of
Gender, Poverty and Social Policy
Division at the ECA, during a high-
level continental meeting that was
held under the theme “Accelerat-
ing Progress with Agenda 2030 and

Agenda 2063 in Africa: The local Di-
mension,” which brought together
mayors and local authority leaders
from around Africa.

“While urbanization inherently
enables economic productivity and
improvements in social outcomes,
and the opportunities for this in
Africa are enormous, it does so only
when it is planned and managed,”
Ruzvidzo said.

The ECA official also stressed that
the current “business as usual” sce-
nario of urban planning and man-
agement in Africa is threatening

sustainable development targets rais-
ing the need for sub-national authori-
ties including city leaders, who are
critical actors to accelerating the im-
plementation of the two Agendas to
be fully engaged in related processes.

“Urbanization is one of the mega
trends that are transforming the glob-
al and African continent’s develop-
ment landscapes irreversibly across
the rural-urban continuum,” she
emphasized, adding while it is costly
to act on planning and managing ur-
banization, it is costlier not to do so in
the longer term.

“Inevitably, the world is rapidly
moving towards becoming an urban
world, so it is imperative to consider
how the urban context shapes sus-
tainable development,” Ruzvidzo
added. Ruzvidzo further indicated
that the global 2030 Agenda for sus-
tainable development, among other
things, encourages member states
to conduct regular and inclusive re-
views of progress at the national and
sub-national levels, which are coun-
try-led and country-driven.

The high-level continental meet-
ing facilitated an exchange between

the UN and sub-national authorities
and city leaders on the implementa-
tion, follow-up and review of Agendas
2030 and 2063 in Africa, according to
the ECA.

African city mayors and officials
who have gathered from Ghana,
Uganda, and Namibia, among others,
also underscored that the meeting
enabled them to interactively debate
on the critical issues pertaining
to the sub-national dimension of
Agenda 2030 and 2063, which are
easily overshadowed by various na-
tional dimensions.

Check on weight
of all cooking
oas cylinders,
LPG dealers told

By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

LIQUEFIED petroleum gas (LPG) dealers in the Lake Vic-
toria Zone should ensure that cooking gas cylinders have
the right weight as required by the law to curb cooking gas
cheats.

Zonal manager of the Energy and Water Utilities Regula-
tory Authority (EWURA), George Mhina made the call yes-
terday here when speaking at a seminar that involved LPG
distributors from seven Lake Zone regions--Kigoma, Mwan-
za, Kagera, Mara, Shinyanga, Simiyu and Geita.

The seminar is meant to empower dealers with better
skills on how to store cooking gas cylinders for the safety
of consumers.

“All dealers have to ensure that they have proper meas-
urement equipment and whoever who will be caught con-
ducting the businesses without having the tools, will face
legal measures,” he said.

According to him, EWURA will be embarking on regular
inspections to fight fraudulent dealers.

“Distributors and traders should also educate the pub-
lic on the use of the measurements when purchasing,” he
added.

Mhina also warned those transporting the gas cylinders
using motorcycles saying that the product should be han-
dled with extra care.

“I encourage the general public to prefer using gas than
charcoal. It is very cheap, for example per month a house-
hold can spend only 48,000/- using gas in cooking instead
of 72,000/- spend in charcoal,”

For his part, Lake Zone Senior Petroleum Inspector-EWU-
RA Joseph Shija said that the seminar also meant to fight
cheating in gas business.

“EWURA will continue reinforcing efforts to fight vari-
ous challenges facing the trade which include taking stern
measures to fraudulent LPG dealers. These will also involve
all traders who are operating without having our license,”
he said.

Shija said that gas is an important need but it should be
handled well to avoid unnecessary fires.

Experts also recommend that gas cylinders should not be
in the kitchen with the stove, burner or cooker. They must
be kept outside the house at a safer place and their tube
should be changed regularly.

EWURA head of communications and public relation Wil-
fred Mwakalosi said that gas business has been expanding
annually following increase of demand.

According to him, gas use has currently increased to
142,000 tonnes from 20,000 tonnes in 2017 something
which needs more education on better use of the service.
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Food and nutrition security
is vital in sub-Saharan Africa

EGUMES are an engine to in-

tensify and diversify farming

ystems of smallholders in sub-

Saharan Africa and Tanzania is

no exception. They can improve produc-

tivity and also provide food and protein,
income, and animal feed.

We should focus on testing various
improved technologies to boost legume
production. These include new im-
proved varieties that are high yielding,
good and innovative agricultural man-
agement practices such as the appropri-
ate use of fertilizers as well as postharvest
management and processing technolo-
gies.

Agriculture is under increasing pres-
sure to produce greater quantities of
food, feed and biofuel on limited land
resources for the projected nine billion
people on the planet by 2050. It is en-
visioned that agricultural production
has to increase by 70 per cent by 2050
to cope with an estimated 40 per cent
increase in world population.

Legumes have been used by indige-
nous peoples in Africa for centuries, their
full potential has never been realized.
With modern technology there is scope
for rapid improvement of both plant and
microbial germplasm.

The cowpea is an annual herbaceous
legume from the genus Vigna. Due to its
tolerance for sandy soil and low rainfall,
it is an important crop in the semiarid
regions across Africa and Asia. It requires
very few inputs, as the plant’s root nod-
ules are able to fix atmospheric nitrogen,
making it a valuable crop for resource-
poor farmers and well-suited to inter-
cropping with other crops. The whole
plant is used as forage for animals, with
its use as cattle feed likely responsible for
its name.

Four subspecies of cowpeas are rec-
ognised, of which three are cultivated. A

high level of morphological diversity is
found within the species with large vari-
ations in the size, shape, and structure
of the plant. Cowpeas can be erect, sem-
ierect (trailing), or climbing. The crop
is mainly grown for its seeds, which are
high in protein, although the leaves and
immature seed pods can also be con-
sumed.

Cultivated cowpeas are known by the
common names black-eyed pea, south-
ern pea, yardlong bean, catjang, and
crowder pea. They were domesticated
in Africa and are one of the oldest crops
to be farmed. The seeds are usually
cooked and made into stews and curries,
or ground into flour or paste.

Most cowpeas are grown on the Affri-
can continent, particularly in Nigeria and
Niger, which account for 66 per cent of
world production. Insect infestation is
a major constraint to the production of
cowpea, sometimes causing over 90 per
cent loss in yield.

Government efforts to look for foreign
markets for local produce are yielding
fruit as it has found a market for rice and
maize in seven countries in the region, in
which case producers need to tap these
opportunities.

The government through its embas-
sies had secured ready markets for crops
in Oman, Egypt, Rwanda, Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC), Zambia, Burundi
and Comoro Islands.

Through TANTRADE, the government
received requests from the private sector
in Rwanda seeking to purchase 102,000
tonnes of maize, Burundi 100,000
tonnes, Zambia 3,000 tonnes and Co-
moro Island 3,000 tonnes of the produce
in the current financial year, she said.

Statistics from the Tanzania Revenue
Authority (TRA) on crop exports show
at least 39,218 tonnes had already been
sold.

Peace across Africa is a necessary
condition for economic prosperity

CONFLICT is a clash of

interest. The basis of con-

flict may vary but, it is al-

ways a part of society. Ba-
sis of conflict may be personal, racial,
class, caste, political and international.
Conflict in groups often follows a spe-
cific course.

Routine group interaction is first
disrupted by an initial conflict, of-
ten caused by differences of opinion,
disagreements between members, or
scarcity of resources. At this point, the
group is no longer united, and may
split into coalitions. This period of
conflict escalation in some cases gives
way to a conflict resolution stage, after
which the group can eventually return
to routine group interaction.

In the same vein, Canada’s Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau recently con-
vened a meeting for African heads of
state, foreign ministers and represent-
atives of the United Nations and other
multilateral bodies to discuss ways to
secure peace across the continent as a
necessary condition for prosperity.

Trudeau, the 2020 chair of the Unit-
ed Nations Peace building Commis-
sion, called for cooperation among in-
ternational partners and governments
to create economic opportunity and
prosperity that is broadly shared, “...
as a way not just of countering the pull
of extremism in some places or the
cynicism of populism, but as a way of
building a real and tangible future for
countries around the world.”

The breakfast meeting, which was
held on the sidelines of the 33rd Af-
rican Union Summit in Addis Ababa,
was intended to strengthen the Com-
mission’s partnership with the African
Union (AU) and to better integrate
African priorities in conflict preven-
tion and bolstering economic security.
Among issues discussed were the role
that international financial institu-
tions and youth job creation can play
in Africa in averting extremism and
conflict; and the AU leadership in

peacekeeping and peacebuilding ef-
forts.

The talks, titled Sustaining Peace
and Economic Security, aligned with
the Summit’s theme: Silencing the
Guns: Creating Conducive Conditions
for Africa’s Development.

Trudeau acknowledged that one of
the biggest challenges both developed
and developing countries face is the
perception that governments are in-
different.

“In this time of change, in this time
of transformation of the global econ-
omy, time of conflict, time of climate
conflict, people worry that the system
has no place for them and isn’t provid-
ing them with what they need,” the Ca-
nadian Prime Minister said.

Among participants were President
Roch Marc Christian Kabore of Burki-
na Faso; the Vice President of Gambia,
Isatou Touray; President of the United
Nations General Assembly, Tijjani Mu-
hammad-Bande, Vera Songwe, Execu-
tive Secretary of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa, and
the foreign ministers of Sierra Leone
and Rwanda.

President Kabore offered his reflec-
tions on the issues. Burkina Faso is
one of several nations in the Sahel re-
gion that have seen economic growth
adversely affected by conflict and in-
stability.

In opening remarks, African Devel-
opment Bank President Akinwumi
Adesina noted the shifting nature of
conflicts across Africa. While the num-
ber of outright wars in Africa has de-
clined substantially, they have been
replaced with greater fluidity with
rising cases of terrorism, extremism,
conflicts from non-state actors.

The root causes of conflict, accord-
ing to Adesina, include “rising inequal-
ities, lack of political inclusiveness,
extreme poverty, management and
control over natural resources, youth
unemployment that causes social un-
rest, climate change, to name a few.”
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Girls have the right to education but...

By Felician Kilahama

HE Almighty God is

always good to us;

created us in his own

image blessed us and
said: “be fruitful, and multiply”
meaning produce both boys and
girls. Additionally, humans are
supposed to grasp education
with all the efforts and commit-
ment. Otherwise, in absence of
wisdom, an outcome of educa-
tion, humans can easily perish.
Thus children seriously must be
well educated in order to live

flooded with various electronics
gadgets; globalization including
freedom of speech and human
rights (doing what one feels is
right to him/her) without both-
ering its impact to others includ-
ing the society/nation as a whole.
For instance, posting sexual or
love making pictures and mov-
ies in the society media and yet
treating such affairs as the hu-
man rights while they conflict
with society norms and integrity,
is abnormal?

Nowadays the youths
do not want to listen and obey

advancement of our nation. Additionally, the then policy
about “Socialism and Self-reliance” also underscored the im-
portance of education associated with respect to all in the
context of human integrity and adhering to social values but
not engaging in sexual intercourse.

Furthermore, during the past, there were also Laws

and Regulations enabling the society to live in harmony.
Again, in the beginning the Almighty God created “Adam” and
“Hawa” as the first humans and blessed them. God gave them
the freedom to use all the resources before them but com-
manded them not to eat the fruits from the tree at the cen-
tre of the Garden of Eden. That was the first principle to hu-
mans but also God warned them that if they will not comply;
truly they will die. Unfortunately it never took long as “Hawa”
obeyed the snake and picked the forbidden fruits and they ate.

better lives. In principle, educa-
tion is acquired through schools
during the young age; where a
combination of both pupils and
teachers interact and the latter
teaching the former about vari-
ous subjects. However, the issue
of pregnancy while attending
school is contrary to our norms
and laws hence should not be
encouraged.

The late Mbaraka during
1970s, in one of his songs, cau-
tioned by saying “youths when
you are at school stick to your
studies and avoid indulging
yourselves in love affairs other-
wise you will cause sufferings to
your parents”. By saying so he
warned pupils to commit them-
selves to education: indulging in
sexual intercourse will lead to
unnecessary hardships. During
the “middle schools” time (class

five to eight), it was common for
co-education. For instance, in
1965 completed standard eight
in which pupils were aged 18+
years. Despite that age, issues of
sexual intercourse were not in
our minds but concentrated on
academic work. Furthermore, it
was shame and something infu-
riating to parents and the society
as a whole.

Before and after independ-
ence (1961) the society was well
organized with great obedience
including respect to one another
in the context of high integrity;
good behaviour and guided by
society norms, rules and regu-
lations. It was disgusting for a
family seeing their schooling girl
becoming pregnant. However,
currently the society environ-
ment has changed and regard-
ed as the age of “dotcom”. It is

the warnings or directives given
by parents and/or the teachers
hence have lost sense of respect
to elders. It is not a surprise
to hear in Dar-es-Salaam such
embarrassing statements “no
elderly people in the city of Dar-
es-Salaam because such people
live in “Msata and Chalinze”.
This clearly demonstrates loss of
integrity and erosion of society
values in Tanzania. Recalling on
what the Father of the nation,
the Late Mwalimu Julius Nyerere,
soon after independence (1961)
emphasized “human respect
and integrity and self respect
while upholding society norms
and good behaviour”.

The Late Mwalimu Nyerere
also emphasized the importance
of education and told pupils and
students to work and acquire
skills for bright future and the

This was the beginning of human sufferings as a result of not
obeying the instruction from God the creator. Later-on God
through Musa the Prophet, introduced Laws (Deuterorono-
my) and that signalled the beginning of the rule of Law.

Schools whether government or privately managed
have own laws and Regulations and our children go to schools
to be educated. One of the laws forbids sexual intercourse
while schooling; if happens that school girls become pregnant
dismissal follows. Personally agree that it is not opportune
time for making babies while schooling and the girls must be
extra-careful on this matter.

They should not be deceived thinking they can remain at
school after delivery: it is either/or sort of options. Again, it
is crucial to observe the rule that you cannot serve two mas-
ters at the same time; otherwise one will slip out of your way.
Schools are not the right places for bearing children but only
for mentoring your brains for the better future. Girls, while at
school, stick your minds to education or go and make babies
if deemed necessary.

Dr Felician Kilahama is chairman of the Wildlife Con-
servation Society of Tanzania and retired Officer director
of Forestry and Beekeeping Division, Ministry of Natural
Resources and Tourism.

Namibia’s first lady promises to give all her wealth to charity

By Kim Harrisherg

PROMISING to give away all her wealth - estimated at
$3 million - to charity when she dies, Monica Geingos is
on a mission to change the image of African first ladies
and tackle sexism and inequality in Namibia, the world’s
second most unequal country.

Geingos married Hage Geingob on Valentine’s Day in
2015 - amonth before he was sworn in as president of the
southern African desert nation, which gained independ-
ence from apartheid South Africa in 1990 but remains
starkly unequal.

The couple then voluntarily declared their combined
assets of some 110 million Namibian dollars ($744 mil-
lion), a popular move in a continent where politicians
and their wives, like Zimbabwe’s Grace Mugabe, grab
headlines over unexplained riches.

“I strongly believe that inheritance is one of the biggest
drivers of inequality,” the 43-year-old lawyer and former
head of Namibia’s first and largest private equity fund,
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation in an interview at
State House.

“If 'm telling poor children that they must be well edu-
cated, have the right attitude, and they must stay away
from self-destructive behaviour and they’ll be fine, then
surely that message should apply to my kids too?”

About 6% of Namibia’s 2.5 million people are white.
They dominate businesses and land ownership, a legacy
of German and South African colonial rule, along with a
growing black elite.

Her veteran politician husband, who is about 30 years
her senior, both have children from previous marriages.

Geingob faced criticism last year over the fishrot’ scan-
dal involving allegations that two ministers received kick-
backs from an Icelandic fishing company in exchange for
fishing quotas. Both men were arrested.

While presidents’ wives are often portrayed as promis-
cuous, materialistic or political meddlers, said Geingos,
her contemporaries are in reality doctors, economists
and academics “who ran very productive lives before
they became first ladies”.

Geingos has thrown her weight as first lady behind the
One Economy Foundation, which she founded in 2016,
and plans to leave all her money to it when she dies.

“Of all my achievements, the title of first lady resonates
the least with me because it’s the one title that I have re-
ally done nothing to deserve, that I got by virtue of mar-
riage,” said Geingos, whose husband won a second and
final term in November.

“It is, to me, a form of unearned privilege but ... it has
changed a lot of my views on socio-economic issues in
the country,” she said, adding that it felt “schizophrenic”
to witness both wealth and poverty in her life and work.

Geingos” parents were only allowed a basic primary

education under Namibia’s racially segregated regime -
an injustice which she said drives her to make the most
of her life.

Her charity lends money to entrepreneurs, gives grants
to students and supports victims of gender-based vio-
lence. Its board members include a security guard and a
domestic worker.

Geingos offered free legal and psychosocial support to
victims of sexual harassment last year when Namibia’s
own #MeToo movement went viral on social media, with
hundreds of women naming and shaming sexual preda-
tors.

Namibia ranked 12 out of 153 surveyed countries in the
World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap, beating
Denmark and France.

But Geingos said sexism remains common in Namibia’s
private sector and media, which is quick to tear down
prominent women like Isabel Dos Santos, Africa’s rich-
est woman and daughter of Angola’s former president,
recently accused of corruption.

“I am not saying she isn’t guilty. But there is a lack of
consistency (in media coverage),” Geingos said adding
that she and Geingob will soon update their wealth dec-
laration.

“You will always be accused of everything under the
sun in these kind of roles. But what you can do is put the
information out there and let people decide themselves.”

She denied rumours of her presidential ambitions.

“I am not available for any executive political function
..1am very convinced that you do not need to be a poli-
tician to effect change,” she said. “But I do feel this deep
need that I can and I must do more.”
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Multivitamins and coronavirus:
Lessons from HIV/Aids mitigations

L4

By Anil Kija
ORONAVIRUS is picking up in
Africa gradually, so the idea
that Tanzania will stay out of
it entirely, or any of our neigh-
bours is by and large far-fetched, so
like other countries we need to think
hard and hopefully with accuracy
as to what to do to contain the virus.
Currently there is plenty of confusion
nearly everywhere, and it is so far un-
clear what immediate remedies those
found with the virus are given, what
drug assortment, dosage, etc. Errors
are likely as many deaths are reported.

Superficial indications on the basis
of recent experience elsewhere sug-
gest that the most important line of
defence against the virus, outside pre-
venting an infection, is speed in han-
dling that case. It is unclear at what
level an infected person starts being
an agent of transmission, with the
grim danger that the person doesn’t
have to be sick already or showing
direct symptoms of distress. In that
sense a curative approach is unfeasi-
ble for COVID-19, as before anyone is
treated he or she will have infected
scores of other persons, spreading the
disease like a summer wildfire.

In other words a preventive strategy
is unworkable in the long run because
someone is checked at the airport
and cleared, found with nothing, but
the virus is incubating inside before it
shows any symptoms. Airport checks
are an important line of defense to
prevent any testable case from enter-
ing into circulation before the person
is treated, but it can’t help with those
whose viral level is still too low, incu-
bating as yet. In that case the first aid
approach is needed, to start treatment
without undergoing lengthy medical
processes which are costly in cash and

lives.

Reports from Nairobi for instance
say that blood samples to seek out
those with a possible COVID-19 were
sent to South Africa, implying that
there are no facilities to detect COV-
ID-19 in that country. While there
might be improvements on that score
this side of the border, the capacity is
likely to be limited and unable to cope
with an avalanche of cases needing to
be cleared. And when treatment can-
not start without a “full blood picture’
being obtained, it is evident that a cat-
astrophic situation shall build up rap-
idly, as no waiting time is admissible
in the case of a coronavirus outbreak.
That is where the whole issue of a first
aid method arises.

That is partially why in the US Con-
gress for instance the debate has been
on outlays that the Federal Govern-
ment is putting up to prevent an out-
break, and to that end Vice President
Mike Pence was appointed to head
the task force for such purpose. It is
evident that constituting such a task
force here would require that the sort
of outlays we seek to put up be within
our means, in the sense firstly of the
proximity of material to be procured.
Anything that relies on imports shall
fail, similarly as anything that can’t be
spread out on a mass scale, or is user-
pay based.

What this implies is to find a meth-
od that is halfway between a curative
and what could be called a preventive
application, as the latter isn’t within
reach, and only a first aid curative ap-
plication can work. The sort of outlays
needed isn’t putting up a compre-
hensive medical procedure for each
person suspected of infection, as
the procedure is costly and possibly
catastrophic. It means there ought to

be ready made materials (drugs) that
can be spread out with minimal stra-
tegic liability or inconvenience for the
Ministry of Health or the Treasury, as
disbursing of tangible public funds is
unavoidable with emergencies of this
sort, as it was with AIDS, etc.

For those with some experience in
the matter, either for having been in
the field or via life-long experiences,
the most effective first line curative
application for viral infections is mul-
tivitamins. What this specific set of
drugs does is to build body defences
ahead of any properly curative appli-
cation in the sense of an applicable
line of drugs, while the very presence
of tangential diseases like the flu that
is associated with coronavirus implies
the presence of parasites. It implies
that a line of relatively powerful drugs
against the rapid multiplication of par-
asites is arsenal that can be deployed

along with multivitamins, at the mo-
ment the fever it noticed - when it is
say attached with a sort of flu, and per-
haps even without flu being felt.

It means that the Ministry of Health
linked up with the Treasury (and for that
matter the Ministry of Industries) need
to put up a task force for manufactur-
ing of multivitamins on a large scale for
their distribution in all health centres
regionally. There also ought to be equally
available ‘doses’ of ampiclox as a stand-
ard drug for fighting infections that are
tied to parasites, plus the pain killer pan-
adol. A focus on treatment by combating
parasites can lead to numerous deaths
as it leaves the body without defences,
whereas the first line of reaction ought
to be reinvigorating of body defences. It
makes the use of antibiotics more ef-
fective and rapid. Hence, treatment in
a procedural sense could follow only
with that fortress being built.

Coronavirus claims its first UN casual

UNITED NATIONS

HE deadly coronavirus COV-
ID-19, which is spreading across
China, Japan, South Korea, Iran,
Italy, the Philippines- along
with new cases in Asia, Western Europe
and the Middle East- has claimed one of
its first casualties at the United Nations.

The annual inter-governmental meet-
ing of the Commission on the Status of
Women (CSW), due to take place March
9-20, is being described as dead on ar-
rival (DOA).

But it is still likely to take place as
scheduled— minus the participation
of over 5,000 to 6,000 delegates from
overseas.

The 11-day meeting, the largest single
gathering of women delegates from 193
countries, is being significantly down-
graded because of the threat of COV-
ID-19.

The United States, meanwhile, has
postponed its own summit of world
leaders of the 10-member Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) due
to take place in Las Vegas March 14.

“As the international community
works together to defeat the novel coro-
navirus, the United States, in consulta-
tion with ASEAN partners, has made the
difficult decision to postpone the ASE-
AN leaders meeting previously sched-
uled for mid-March,” a senior adminis-
tration official was quoted as saying.

MaVictoria (Mavic) Cabrera Balleza,
Chief Executive Officer, Global Network
of Women Peacebuilders, told IPS the
64th session of the upcoming CSW ses-
sion should not be cancelled because
of the outbreak of coronavirus disease
— but its methodology should be modi-
fied.

“It is a very important event that
brings a big momentum to our advoca-
cy for women’s rights and gender equal-
ity, especially this year as we are com-
memorating the 25th anniversary of
the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action, the most comprehensive global
women’s rights agenda,” she pointed
out.

In light of the outbreak of coronavi-
rus disease, the UN Secretary-General's
suggestion to the Chair of the CSW that
Member States consider amending the
format and conduct of the session is a
good idea, she said.

“However, I don't think it should be
limited to New York-based delegations
only. The valued-added of CSW sessions
lie on the huge participation of women’s
rights activists and gender experts from
around the world,” said Cabrera Balleza.

Such strong participation allows for
discussions on diverse topics that im-
pact on women’s enjoyment of their
rights in political, economic, and social
arenas, she noted.

UN Spokesperson Stephane Dujarric
told reporters February 28 that given
the fast evolving situation regarding
COVID-19- and the need to balance the
UN’s critical work and public health con-
cerns—UN Secretary General Antonio
Guterres has suggested to the Bureau of
the Committee on the Status of Women
that they hold a scaled down meeting,
limiting participation to New York based
representation.

This, in effect, would bar delegates
coming from their home countries pre-
venting the spread of the virus through
travel.

The limited participation, Dujarric
pointed out, would still enable the CSW
to adopt decisions and implement its
mandate.

The final decision, which is likely to
be aligned with the recommendation
made by Guterres, will be taken by the
193 member states later this week.

US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
said his first priority “is to protect our
homeland. We have imposed prudent
travel restrictions and strong travel ad-
visories to slow the spread of the virus
in the United States.”

This could, in effect, prevent women
delegates from some the US blacklisted
countries from entering the US and par-
ticipating in the CSW session.

Dr. Nancy Messonnier, director of the
US National Center for Immunization
and Respiratory Diseases, said at a news
briefing February 24: “It’s not so much
of a question if this will happen any-
more but rather more of a question of
exactly when this will happen.”

She said that cities and towns should
plan for “social distancing measures,”
like dividing school classes into smaller
groups of students or closing schools al-
together. Meetings and conferences may
have to be canceled, she said. And busi-
nesses should arrange for employees to
work from home.

Purnima Mane, a former UN Assistant
Secretary-General and Deputy Execu-
tive Director of the UN Population Fund
(UNFPA), told IPS the CSW session, like
in the case of other large meetings and
conferences, is under serious consid-
eration on the part of the organizers of
canceling the meeting due to the grow-
ing epidemic of the coronavirus COV-
ID-19.

“As an advocate of women’s issues,
I will of course be disappointed if the
meeting is not held as planned but as
a public health professional as well, I
would advocate for caution.”

She said the situation of the virus is
evolving rapidly and merits a careful as-
sessment of the risks of any global meet-
ing.

The meeting is next week and coun-
tries remain at different stages of pre-
paredness to deal with the epidemic,
said Mane, a former President and CEO
of Pathfinder International.

She pointed out that the World Health
Organization (WHO) has consistently
advised against the application of travel
restrictions.

However, several countries have im-
posed restrictions nonetheless, such as
quarantine, visa restrictions or denial of
entry of passengers.

In others there is far stricter screening
of passengers on arrival and discrimi-
nation against citizens from certain
regions of the world, even though the
epidemic has spread to every continent
except Antarctica, and cases are grow-
ing on a daily basis, she declared.

Cabrera Balleza told IPS: If most CSW
participants will not be able to travel to
New York, virtual conferences can be
organized.

However, UN country teams and gov-
ernments in developing and conflict-
affected countries should open up their
offices so grassroots women’s rights ac-
tivists can go there, use the internet and
participate in virtual conferences.

The UN should also provide transpor-
tation and interpretation support dur-
ing virtual conferences, she noted.

As WHO has declared a global emer-
gency over the coronavirus and has
been lending support to China and oth-
er countries, the UN HQ in NY should
ensure that it is taking all necessary
precautions and its operations are not
in any way contributing to the spread of
the disease.

There are a number of logistical chal-
lenges in organizing a modified CSW
session but they are not insurmount-
able.

If the UN and Member States are truly
committed to women’s rights, gender
equality, and women’s empowerment,
they will mobilize necessary resources
to ensure that the CSW session in 2020,
will contribute to making this a pivotal
year for the accelerated realization of
women’s empowerment and gender
equality for all women and girls around
the world, said Cabrera Balleza.

The other key concern, she said, is the
lack of “care planning” if participants
catch the virus.

“What if they get sick when they are
already in New York? Are there enough
facilities that are equipped to handle
coronavirus cases? Let alone the cost of
medical care in NY. What if they get sick
on the way back to their countries? Not
having immediate access to care when
traveling is a big problem,” she cau-
tioned. Agencies

International society calls
for strengthened solidarity
in fight against novel
coronavirus epidemic

NTERNATIONAL  or-

ganizations,  govern-

ments of various coun-

tries, experts, scholars,
and media are calling for
scientific approaches, ra-
tionality, and cooperation
to cope with the current
public health challenge fac-
ing mankind.

Highlighting the huge
challenge the coronavirus
outbreak is posing, United
Nations (UN) Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres
(pictured) said recently
that China has made a “very
strong and very impressive
response.” The huge efforts
made by the country will
curb the spread of the virus,
he added.

Since the outbreak of the
novel coronavirus pneumo-
nia, or COVID-19, China has
strengthened communica-
tion with the World Health
Organization (WHO) and
the international society in
an open, transparent, and
responsible manner.

It has saved valuable time
for global epidemic preven-
tion, built a line of defense
to control the spread of the
epidemic, and set a new
benchmark for global epi-
demic prevention.

Recently, representatives
of the WHO and American
technology companies held
a special meeting on how to
prevent the spread of mis-
information about the epi-
demic on the internet.

WHO representative
Andy Pattinson described
the fake information sur-
rounding the novel coro-
navirus outbreak as an
“information epidemic”. At
the meeting, the WHO and
U.S. technology enterprises
reached an agreement on
issues regarding the epi-
demic, with the latter pledg-
ing to take measures to
guide information search-
ing, promoting reliable in-
formation sources and pu-
rifying the public opinion
environment for epidemic
prevention and control.

“While the virus spreads,
misinformation makes the
job of our heroic health
workers even harder. It is di-
verting the attention of de-
cision makers. And it causes
confusion and spreads fear
to the general public. At
WHO, we’re not just battling
the virus; we’re also battling
the trolls and conspiracy
theorists that push misin-
formation and undermine
the outbreak response,”
said WHO Director-General
Tedros Adhanom  Ghe-
breyesus.

The European Union (EU)
appreciates China’s epi-
demic prevention and con-
trol measures, European
Commissioner for Equality
Helena Dalli said on a re-
cent plenary session of the
European Parliament held
in Strasbourg, France, dur-
ing which discussion on the
COVID-19 was carried out.

Fighting the epidemic is
not a task for China alone, as
the epidemic is a challenge
facing the whole world. The
EU should strengthen coop-
eration with China and take
its global responsibility,
Dalli said, adding discrimi-
nation against Asians or
persons perceived as Asians
or any other race or ethnic-
ity is contrary to EU law and
the organization will not
tolerate any racial discrimi-
nation.

Most of the Members of
European Parliament (MEP)
believe that no country
could address the challenge
of the epidemic alone.

The EU should promote
information sharing among
its member states and share
information with China in

order to eliminate social
panic caused by fake infor-
mation, they said, believing
that the recent cases of dis-
crimination in some coun-
tries are inhumane and run
counter to the basic values
of the EU, and every effort
should be made to stop dis-
crimination.

Rumors always frighten
the public who lack rel-
evant knowledge amid
epidemic. Therefore, me-
dia and medical experts in
many countries are actively
spreading knowledge about
the epidemic through vari-
ous channels to break down
rumors and help them es-
tablish correct understand-
ing.

In The Daily Show with
Trevor Noah, Chinese Ma-
laysian comedian and actor
Ronny Chieng staged a talk
show to break down the
misinformation and racism
surrounding the coronavi-
rus outbreak.

He humorously refuted
the claim that drinking
bleach, eating garlic, and
rinsing nose with saline
help prevent the virus, and
asked people to stop calling
the virus an Asian virus and
stereotyping Asian people.
The show received a warm
response from the audience
after it was aired.

Facing the threat of un-
known viruses, people
often feel anxious and
helpless, and the demand
for information has risen
sharply. This has created a
market for various rumors
and conspiracy theories, ac-
cording to Dr. Cheng Huang,
an Assistant Professor in
the Department of Global
Health at George Washing-
ton University.

In addition to objectively
and comprehensively pre-
senting evidence and clari-
fying facts, authorities also
need to reveal why such ri-
diculous remarks are made,
he pointed out.

“This is a time for facts,
not fear. This is a time for
rationality, not rumors. This
is a time for solidarity, not
stigma,” Tedros has repeat-
edly stressed.

The Chinese government
has always maintained
close cooperation with the
WHO in the fight against the
outbreak of the novel coro-
navirus, said Dr. Michael
Ryan, executive director of
the WHO Health Emergen-
cies Program, at a regular
media briefing on Feb. 14.
The global response to the
outbreak should be based
on facts rather than specu-
lations, he noted.

At a recent press confer-
ence, Russian Foreign Min-
istry spokeswoman Maria
Zakharova condemned
some Western media for
using false information to
vilify China.

At a time when the Chi-
nese people are facing the
unprecedented novel coro-
navirus pneumonia, writers
of many reports were using
disinformation and fraudu-
lent facts, and were show-
ing a lack of respect and
sympathy, she said.

People’s Daily
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2020 retrospective vision: Next decade will need
to bring more than just echoes of ‘Africa rising’

By Lyal White, Liezl Rees and Nikitta
Hahn

HERE was no shortage of

hype and hope around Af-

rica’s emergence in 2010. Off

a global super-cycle, which
delivered Africa’s strongest growth
decade on record, annual economic
growth hovered around 5.5% between
2000 and 2010. In 10 short years, the
African narrative had swung from the
“hopeless continent” to “Africa ris-
ing”.

This remarkable story of linear
growth and endless expansion, how-
ever, was born from an ill-informed
combination of commodity-driven
interests, straight-line projections
and ballooning demographic trends.
Reports like McKinsey’s Lions on the
Move in 2010, highlighting Africa’s
compelling business opportunities
and the rise of the African consumer,
fuelled the excitement. Little regard
was given to the detail, including a
broad range of non-economic issues
or contextually relevant nuances
across the continent, not to mention
shifting global dynamics.

Expectations across the board were
high. Interest from around the world
surged with European firms reignit-
ing dormant investments, while min-
ing and engineering giants from Bra-
zil to China committed to rail, port
and energy projects that guaranteed
double-digit growth across the conti-
nent. Global brands, such as Walmart,
which acquired 51% of South African
retailer Massmart in 2011, clamoured
to gain a foothold on the continent.
All wanted to be a part of the new
global frontier, the dawn of the Afri-
can decade.

But as we enter 2020, the hype
has failed to meet the lofty expecta-
tions of 2010. In 2020, reflecting on
progress over the past decade, what
is the reality on the ground today?
What strides has the continent made
economically, politically and socially
over this period of unprecedented in-
terest and opportunity?

Some growth, but erratic performance
prevails

Part of the problem in projecting
Africa’s performance lies in interpret-
ing it according to the Chinese model

of unfettered economic and popula-
tion growth. The reality is that Africa
is part of an international system
characterised by a diminishing rate
of growth.

In 2007, at the height of the global
super-cycle and commodity boom,
more than 60 countries worldwide
enjoyed economic growth in excess
of 7%. By 2017, fewer than 10 econo-
mies were growing above 7%. Africa
was a part of this story, and has been
severely impacted by this downward
trend.

At the start of 2010, Africa’s project-
ed economic growth was 4.5%. Today
that projection is 3.5%. In 2010 eight
of the 20 fastest-growing economies
were African. These included The Re-
public of the Congo, Angola, Ethiopia,
Liberia, Zimbabwe and Uganda, Tan-
zania and Sudan.

Ten years on, the mix of countries
making up the list of high-growth
economies is quite different. The
fastest-growing African economies in
2020 will be South Sudan, Rwanda,
Cote d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Senegal, Be-
nin and Uganda. Interestingly, these
African economies appear to be re-
establishing pre-2010 rates of growth,
which appears to be good news.

The star performer between 2010
and 2020 was Ethiopia. The true lion
of Africa has averaged 9% growth a
year since 2000, making it Africa’s

As we enter a
new decade, the
hype and hope
for Africa from
2010 lingers.
For a conti-

nent boasting
the youngest
population in the
world, but with

a grossly uneven
track record of
development
over the past
decade, Africa
has reached a
tipping point, say
the writers. File
photo

fastest-growing economy over
the past 20 years. As the second-
most populated country on the
continent, with more than 110
million people, this is signifi-
cant.

South Africa and Nigeria, Afri-
ca’s two largest economies, were
the gross under-performers
over the past decade. Plagued
by political uncertainty, corrup-
tion and rising unemployment,
South Africa and Nigeria ac-
count for more than 50% of Af-
rica’s total economic output, but
have failed to meet their poten-
tial and have dragged down the
overall growth of the continent.

Growth disparities and in-
creasing levels of development
over the past decade character-
ise the heterogeneous nature of
Africa, where a single Africa ris-
ing or falling narrative fails as a
description. There is far more to
the story than conventional up-
ward and downward economic
growth cycles.

Some countries took advan-
tage of the commodity boom by
implementing genuine structur-
al changes to encourage greater
diversity and industrialisation.
This was often coupled with in-
creased connectedness through
liberal policies in pursuit of new

export markets, or targeting
foreign investment and innova-
tive thinking. These industrious
African countries have enjoyed
sustained levels of growth and
broad-based development. Ethi-
opia is the best example of this.

Those that failed to reform are
still trapped in commodity cy-
cles, where 2010 to 2020 was yet
another lost decade, character-
ised by economic stagnation or
even regression, at a time where
their populations are growing
less tolerant in light of the vast
African potential.

Rising political risk with demo-
cratic failure

Political stability is an unde-
niable prerequisite for business
and economic progress in Af-
rica. Inextricably intertwined,
politics remains the primary
driver and shaper of context and
society, and is the foundation of
business confidence.

The Economist Intelligence
Unit’s (EIU) Democracy Index
2019 found that democracy has
failed to improve across Africa
over the past decade. The aver-
age score for the region fell from
4.36 in 2018 to 4.26 in 2019, the
worst score since 2010.

There were some exceptions

among the 44 countries meas-
ured across sub-Saharan Africa.
While 16 African countries im-
proved their score, 24 countries
recorded a decline in electoral
processes and political plural-
ism. Between 2010 and 2020
only Mauritius ranked as a “Full
Democracy”.

Overall, six sub-Saharan Af-
rican countries were ranked as
“flawed democracies” in 2019.
This is a marginal improvement
from eight in 2010. But 15 are re-
garded as “hybrids” or a mix of
authoritarian rule and democ-
racy, compared to 10 in 2010.
The remaining 22 are classified
as authoritarian, a disappointing
improvement on 25 in 2010.

The results are clear: Creep-
ing authoritarianism and demo-
cratic backsliding have charac-
terised the political landscape in
Africa over the past decade. This
is simply unacceptable at this
crucial stage of development.

Promise of regional integration

Economic and social integra-
tion is key to Africa’s growth and
development. Industries and
firms need economies of scale
and access to new markets. It is
well known that greater open-
ness to trade and investment is
one of the reasons behind Af-
rica’s growth since 2000. But
despite the obvious benefits,
African countries remain by and
large disconnected from one an-
other and fail to leverage off the
vast potential of the continental
collective.

Intra-regional trade in Africa
is still the lowest of any region in
the world. In 2010, intra-Africa
trade was a dismal 10% of total
African trade. This figure has ris-
en to 17% in 2019, but is still far
from the untapped potential of
the continent. While freer move-
ment of trade under the much-
anticipated African Continental
Free Trade Agreement (AfCFTA)
is finally expected to begin on
1 July 2020, a greater focus on
tangible connectedness from
infrastructure to streamlined
border crossings is needed more
than grand agreements. These
improvements will be a step to-
ward harnessing the promise of
a single market of around $3-tril-
lion, beyond the agreements dis-

cussed ad nauseam since 2010.

Digitalisation and mobile con-
nectivity

The ubiquitous mobile phone
has been the greatest driver
of connectedness and African
modernisation and is the sym-
bol of the progress made since
2010. This is most evident in the
rapid adoption and pervasive
spread of smartphones, which
have enabled internet penetra-
tion and transactional connec-
tivity deep into the furthest cor-
ners of the continent.

Over the past decade, mobile
internet subscribers quadrupled
and sim connections reached
more than one billion, with more
than 80% penetration. There are
an estimated 600 million smart-
phones in circulation across the
continent, driving down the cost
of data to a fraction of what it
was in 2010. Meanwhile, tech-
nology development in Africa is
booming. WeeTracker estimates
that $1.3-billion was invested in
tech start-ups in Africa during
2019, the most successful year
to date.

But Africa still lags behind oth-
er digital economies around the
world. The continent’s level of
internet bandwidth used repre-
sents just 1% of the world’s total.
Less than 10% of African house-
holds subscribe to high-speed
internet services. And despite
the mobile revolution, just one-
quarter of Africans have access
to the internet.

Digital aspirations aside, basic
needs from the previous indus-
trial revolution remain a chal-
lenge. Africa’s severe infrastruc-
ture deficit continues to be a
problem. More than 600 million
people across the continent are
still living without electricity in
their homes.

There is an urgent need to
provide the basics while, at the
same time, the need for deeper
investments in the digital econ-
omy for Africa to keep pace and
avoid falling further behind the
rest of the world, yet again.

Demographics and urbanisa-
tion Home to one billion people
in 2010, Africa’s current popu-
lation is around 1.3 billion peo-
ple. This number is expected to
breach 1.6 billion by 2030, and
2.4 billion by 2050. AGENCIES

BY ZACHARY DONNENFELD

HE global burden of poverty
is highly concentrated in Af-
rica, with more than 150 mil-
lion people living in extreme
poverty in just two countries - Nigeria
and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo - according to World Data Lab.

Projections from its system esti-
mate that nearly 80% of the countries
unable to eliminate poverty by 2030
will be in Africa. When weighted for
absolute number of people living in
poverty, that figure increases to more
than 90%.

In September 2020, the Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs) will
conclude their fifth year. While coun-
tries still have ample time to imple-
ment more aggressive policies before
the SDGs expire in 2030, five years is
enough time to begin talking about
what progress has been made. Or in
many cases, how much work remains
to be done.

The SDGs are a broad suite of 17 de-
velopment goals with an even more
extensive list of 169 targets estab-
lished by the United Nations (UN) in
2015. They aim to advance solutions
for everything from climate change
to urban planning to gender equality
- and nearly everything in between.

People in sub-Saharan Africa are
more than twice as likely to live in
poverty as those in South Asia

At base however, the SDGs are
about poverty reduction. “The SDGs
are a bold commitment to finish what
we started (i.e. Millennium Develop-
ment Goals), and end poverty in all
forms and dimensions by 2030,” ac-
cording to the UN.

The reality is that Africa is showing
both gains and losses. Roughly 40%
of people in Africa live below US$1.90
a day. People in sub-Saharan Africa
are more than twice as likely to live
in poverty as those in South Asia, the
next poorest region globally.

According to projections from the

What is the future of poverty in Africa?
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International Futures (IFs) modelling
platform, hosted by the Frederick S
Pardee Center for International Fu-
tures at the University of Denver, sub-
Saharan Africa accounts for roughly
60% of the global population living in
poverty in 2020.

There does appear to be marginal
progress, as that figure is down slight-
ly from about 70% in 2015. This coin-
cides with a recent report from the
Brookings Institution, which noted
that for the first time in decades more
Africans are escaping poverty than
are being dragged into it.

The global economy has been
churning at a pace not seen since be-
fore the great financial crisis

However, that snapshot ought to
be taken with a pinch of salt. For one,
the global economy has been churn-
ing at a pace not seen since before the
great financial crisis. Calls for a global
recession have eased slightly, but a

Recent trends in
poverty reduc-
tion could prove
difficult to main-
tain.

global slowdown is still possible,
particularly given recent finan-
cial shocks in the United States,
uncertainty regarding the eco-
nomic future of the United King-
dom and various concerns in
China.

There are also other factors
that contributed to the recent
boon that could reverse. The
recovery of oil prices since 2016
has no doubt enabled govern-
ments to step up social grant
programmes and other poverty-
reduction measures.

Brent Crude is trading 40%
higher than in September 2015,
and many African governments
tend to use commodity rev-
enues in the absence of sustain-
able revenue collection prac-
tices, a phenomenon sometimes
called the resource curse. A
global slowdown would dampen

demand for oil - among other
things.

By 2030 only 11 of Africa’s 54
countries are projected to be
able to eliminate extreme pov-
erty, according to World Data
Lab. Nearly all the countries
projected to achieve the target
are in North Africa or are small
island states.

Throughout the rest of the
world, only 12 other countries
are forecast to fall short of the
SDG target.

The challenge to reduce pov-
erty is massive, and the resourc-
es required to combat it are no
less overwhelming

Both IFs and World Data Lab
projections point to a reversal
of the current trend of declin-
ing poverty. In other words, the
burden of poverty is not only
expected to be concentrated in

Africa, but the number of people
living in poverty in Africa is also
forecast to rise over the next 10
years.

One factor undeniably driving
this long-term increase in pov-
erty is Africa’s rapid population
growth. Africa is projected to de-
crease the proportion of people
living in poverty by nearly five
percentage points between 2015
and 2030, according to IFs. But
despite that percentage reduc-
tion, the absolute number of
people living in poverty is fore-
cast to more than double over
that same period, swelling from
around 270 million in 2015 to
more than 550 million in 2030.

The elimination of extreme
poverty must be the foundation
of any comprehensive develop-
ment strategy for Africa, regard-
less of the stakeholders devel-

oping the guiding documents.
African governments, develop-
ment agencies, non-governmen-
tal organisations and civil soci-
ety need to design policies and
advocate strategies that have, at
their core, poverty elimination
as their primary focus.

Providing basic infrastruc-
ture (Goal 6), quality healthcare
(Goal 3) and education (Goal
4) while attempting to create a
globally competitive economy
(Goal 8) are all worthwhile am-
bitions. But these achievements
are less meaningful if hundreds
of millions of Africans continue
to miss out on those opportuni-
ties.

Furthermore, it is likely that
gaps in inequality will only con-
tinue to increase, with unpre-
dictable consequences for po-
litical and economic stability.

The investment necessary to
achieve the full suite of SDGs is
enormous and potentially be-
yond the scope of African gov-
ernments to achieve without
significant help from the inter-
national community. Even if Af-
rica were to halve extreme pov-
erty from its current levels by
2030, that would be a significant
achievement based on current
projections.

The international commu-
nity should not view a halving
of poverty in Africa as a failure
because the continent did not
officially meet Target 1.1. The
challenge is massive, and the
resources required to combat it
are no less overwhelming. But if
this is an issue the international
community takes seriously, then
it is already behind schedule.

Zachary Donnenfeld, Re-
search Consultant, ISS Preto-
ria
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Researchers examine nations losing fish species to climate change

DELAWARE, USA

AS ocean warming causes
fish stocks to migrate toward
cooler waters to maintain
their preferred thermal
environment, many of the
nations that rely on com-
mercial fish species as an in-
tegral part of their economy
could suffer.

A new study published in
Nature Sustainability from
the University of Delaware,
the University of California,
Santa Barbara and Hok-
kaido University, shows that
nations in the tropics—es-
pecially Northwest African
nations—are especially vul-
nerable to this potential
species loss due to climate
change. Not only are tropi-
cal countries at risk for the
loss of fish stocks, the study
found there are not current-
ly any adequate policy in-

terventions to help mitigate
affected countries’ potential
losses.

Kimberly Oremus, assis-
tant professor in the School
of Marine Science and Policy
in UD's College of Earth,
Ocean and Environment,
explained that when the re-
searchers looked at interna-
tional agreements, including
the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea,
they found no specific text
for what happens when fish
leave a country’s Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ), a
zone established to give a
country national jurisdic-
tion over a fishery resource.

That means countries
could be vulnerable to eco-
nomic losses, and those po-
tential losses could make the
fish populations themselves
vulnerable as well.

“We realized there was an

incentive for countries when they lose a fish or an-
ticipate that loss to go ahead and overfish before it
leaves because otherwise, they don’t get the mon-
etary benefits of the resource,” said Oremus.

Mapping Species Loss

The researchers used previously projected
changes in the distribution range of 779 commer-
cial fish species to estimate the number of species
exiting national jurisdiction under contrasting
emissions scenarios up to 2100.

Tropical nations in particular stand to lose the
most species because there are few if any stocks
to replace those leaving. Under a moderate emis-
sions scenario, the research showed that by the
year 2100, the average tropical nation could lose
7 percent of the species that were present in 2012.

“The tropics are predicted to lose more fish spe-
cies than other regions because fish usually have a
temperature range that they’re comfortable living
in and if it gets too hot, and they have nowhere
else to go, they’re going to migrate towards the
poles,” said Oremus.

Northwestern African EEZs could lose the high-
est percentage of species, with a 6-25% reduction
predicted by 2050 and a 30-58% reduction pre-
dicted by 2100 under the moderate and most se-

vere scenarios, respectively.

While the exit of stocks from national fisher-
ies is inevitable, carefully designed international
cooperation could ease the impact on individual
nations while preserving the resource for others.

In addition to looking at the species loss, the
researchers examined 127 international fisheries
agreements, looking at the large, regional ones as
well as smaller bi-lateral agreements. They found
that none of the agreements have language that
prepares countries for the exits of stock, climate
change or range shifts.

“We found that there is no fisheries agreement
that is explicitly focused on this issue. None,” said
co-author James Salzman, a distinguished profes-
sor of environmental law at UC Santa Barbara’s
Bren School of Environmental Science and Man-
agement. “There’s a gap in international law.”

Traditional fisheries management assumes that
fish are a renewable natural resource and that so
long as their geographic range is static, they will
remain plentiful in the absence of overfishing.

But the long-term migration of a species out of
a country due to climate change means that fish
stocks may not always be renewable on the level
of a given jurisdiction, even if they remain renew-
able on an international scale. For the jurisdiction

losing the stock, this creates an incen-
tive to overfish before it exits.

Oremus said that policy makers need
to think about how those countries
could be compensated for the loss
of fish stocks due to climate change,
which might help prevent countries
from overfishing stocks before they
exit their EEZs. International agree-
ments regarding climate change have
mechanisms to consider compensa-
tion for losses, and that policy avenue
may work better than the scores of fish-
eries agreements that Oremus’ team
found were not set up to wrestle with
the question at all.

How to handle liability for loss and
damages from climate change—includ-
ing whether countries that are more
developed and have emitted more car-
bon dioxide should be compensating
countries that are less developed—has
been an ongoing discussion through-
out the annual United Nations’ Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP) meetings dur-
ing which countries work to address
climate change.

In the most recent COP 25 meeting
in Madrid in December, compensation
was again discussed, and the meeting
highlighted the interplay between cli-
mate change and the ocean, but fisher-
ies were not addressed.

“Policy in the tropics really needs
to focus on this now,” said Salzman. “I
think this could shift some of the way
the loss and damage debate happens in
the climate arena, because fisheries re-
ally have been overlooked.”

While the Small Island Developing
States have so far concentrated on
concerns about becoming climate mi-
grants as their land is overtaken by the
ocean, Oremus said the study should
encourage them and other tropical na-
tions to bring fisheries into the conver-
sation.

“For many nations where fish are one
of the main economic resources driv-
ing their gross domestic product, this
is something that they’ll want to take
into account when they join together to
try and negotiate climate agreements,”
said Oremus.

Wealthy countries could
be asked to pay billions
to protect biodiversity

ROME

WEALTHY nations could be asked
to make significant financial contribu-
tions to biodiverse countries such as
Brazil under proposals put forward
during talks on a global agreement to
halt and reverse biodiversity decline.

Paying countries with life-sustaining
ecosystems such as the Amazon rain-
forest billions of pounds a year for the
services those ecosystems provide for
the world was proposed during nego-
tiations on a Paris-style UN agreement
on nature in Rome last week.

Conservationists hope the eventual
agreement will provide an accessible,
science-based global goal on biodiver-
sity loss, equivalent to targets to limit
global heating, following warnings
from scientists that humans are driv-
ing the sixth mass extinction event in
Earth’s history.

Delegates from more than 140 coun-
tries were responding for the first time
to a draft 20-point agreement that in-
cludes proposals to protect almost a
third of the world’s oceans and land
and reduce pollution from plastic
waste and excess nutrients by 50%.

During the talks at the Food and Ag-
riculture Organization headquarters
in Rome, several African and Latin

American countries expressed the
need for financial support to protect
life-supporting ecosystems and devel-
op mechanisms to share profits from
discoveries linked to their genetic re-
sources, such as new drugs.

The negotiating team for Brazil, led
by Leonardo Cleaver de Athayde, was
particularly robust about the need for
financial payments for ecosystem ser-
vices.

Small-scale schemes to protect eco-
systems already exist under the UN cli-
mate convention, with countries with
large forests receiving payments to
reduce emissions from deforestation
and degradation.

When asked whether obtaining
sufficient financial backing from de-
veloped nations for so-called mega
biodiverse countries would be the key
sticking point in the agreement, sen-
ior UN officials cautioned that negotia-
tions were ongoing but said the targets
would not be implemented without
resources.

Francis Ogwal, a co-chair of the ne-
gotiations, said: “When you're talking
about biodiversity, it’s not just biodi-
versity, it’s our life on this planet. If the
loss of biodiversity continues at this
pace, human beings won’t be on this
planet.

The Amazon rainforest is a key life-sustaining ecosystem.

“It’s about us assuring our survival
here and for generations to come.
So really, on that basis, why wouldn’t
more money be put there? It’s for our
own good.”

Countries with high biodiversity
include China, Colombia, the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo and In-
dia, according to various definitions.
The payments would support poorer
countries with high biodiversity to
help conserve life-supporting ecosys-

tems.

This week’s talks had been sched-
uled to be held in the Chinese city of
Kunming, and governments are ex-
pected to adopt the agreement at a
summit there in October, replacing
targets for the previous decade that
countries largely failed to meet.

The negotiations were moved to
Rome following the outbreak of the
new coronavirus, and the Chinese
delegation was not able to attend due

to quarantine measures. The planned
Kunming agreement has been high-
lighted as the first time China is taking
the lead on environmental global is-
sues, and UN officials said officials had
been in contact from afar.

Another co-chair, Basile van Havre,
said: “In terms of China’s engagement
with the discussions, T don’t know
how many hundreds of WeChat mes-
sages I've exchanged with Beijing and
the delegation here. Their team were

up during our schedule, listening and
engaging.”

Despite warm words from some
negotiators, many NGOs expressed
disappointment with the ambition of
the talks and the level of urgency fol-
lowing the first round of negotiations.

Marco Lambertini, the director gen-
eral of WWF International, said: “Our
relationship with nature is danger-
ously unbalanced. One million species
are threatened with extinction and the
way we currently produce and con-
sume is risking irreparable damage to
the very natural systems that under-
pin human wellbeing and prosperity,
from forests to oceans and river sys-
tems. With science and society calling
for urgent action on nature, alongside
climate, it is disappointing to see limit-
ed ambition and leadership displayed
by countries in Rome.

“The world must not miss the
chance this year’s UN talks provide to
secure a Paris-style agreement for na-
ture that includes a clear 2030 set of
science-based and measurable goals
and targets. It will now be critical that
countries step up to the challenge in
the next round of negotiations and
ensure the draft agreement arrives in
Kunming with the necessary ambition
to deliver a nature-positive world by
the end of the decade.”

At the World Economic Forum at the
start of this year, biodiversity loss was
highlighted as the third biggest risk to
the world in terms of likelihood and
severity.

The next round of formal negotia-
tions will be held in Cali, Colombia, in

July.

Tim the elephant dies in Kenya: Africa loses one of its last giant tuskers

By Mike Mwenda

ONE of Africa’s last and largest
“tuskers”, Tim the elephant, died from
natural causes after roaming Ambose-
li National Park for five decades and
surviving multiple life-threatening at-
tacks.

Africa haslost its most famous iconic
elephant, nicknamed Big Tim, recog-
nised as one of the continent’s largest
elephant. The giant bull who roamed
the wilderness of Amboseli National
Park in Kenya belonged to a clade of
impressive pachyderms whose genes
produce enormous tusks. He died
aged 50, from natural causes.

Post-mortem results show that Tim
died from a twisted gut and the only
marks on his body were the imprints
left by his companion who presuma-
bly tried to lift the great “tusker” back
on his feet. Meanwhile, Kenya Wildlife
Service (KWS) have retrieved the ani-
mal’s body and moved it to the Nation-
al Museum in Nairobi for exhibition
and education purposes.

“Our hearts are broken, because
Tim was one of Africa’s very few super
tuskers, and an incredible elephant
whose presence awed and inspired
many,” Wildlife Direct, a Nairobi-
based conservation campaign group,
commented. “He was one of Kenya’s
national treasures and we’ll forever
miss him”.

In the words of former Save the El-
ephants field assistant Ryan Wilkie,
“Tim was a special elephant not just
to me but to hundreds, thousands of
people who would flock to Amboseli

c

Blg Tim was a benevolent, slow-movmg preserver of peace at Ambosell Nutlonal Park in Kenyu

just for the chance to get a glimpse on him. The giant was so

to his species,”

ephants.

incredibly intelligent, mischievous, yes, but also a truly gen-
tle giant and in that way a real ambassador for his species”.

“It’s remarkable that Tim had gotten to that age, given
that each day he faced just about every threat possible
according to the Big Life Foundation, a
non-profit conservation organisation focused on pre-
serving the wildlife and habitats of the Amboseli-Tsavo-
Kilimanjaro ecosystem.

“Within his first few years of life he lost three of his
relatives to suspected poaching incidents, followed by
his mother Trista, who was speared to death in 1978 by
poachers when he (Tim) was only 8 years old. And there
was worse, Tim continued to lose more family members
as time passed, including his much-loved sister Tallu-
lah, ruthlessly speared in 2003 .

According to the International Union for the Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN), Africa’s elephant population
had seen its worst decline in 25 years, mostly as the
result of intensified poaching for ivory. In East Africa,
elephant populations have nearly halved in a decade.
Meanwhile, southern Africa remains a stronghold in
which more than 293,000 animals live, or 70 per cent
of the estimated remaining African elephants.

Undoubtedly, Big Tim has left a huge hole in the heart
of Amboseli, though it’s comforting to think that his
genes live on in many of the national park’s other el-

On the other hand, Tim’s ravenous hunger for crops
nearly cost him his life: in the last five years on his way
to 50, he was speared three times by angry farmers dur-
ing his routine night-time raids into farmlands. Most
recently, in November 2018, Tim got stuck in a mud-pit
deep in Kimana Swamp. It took Kenya Wildlife Service,
Big Life and Sheldrick Wildlife Trust a monumental ef-
fort to rescue him.

Furthermore, this was not the first time Tim’s life was
threatened. In 2014 he was spotted limping around the park
as he’d been speared in the rump and the wound turned

septic. Luckily, the vets packed the injury with green clay,
which has antibacterial properties, and he soon recovered.
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Change in China’s attitude towards wildlife exploitation may just save the planet

By Tiara Walters

N the summer of 1966, Chairman

Mao Zedong, China’s Communist

Party leader, swam across the

Yangtze River in Wuhan, Hubei’s
provincial capital. In tow? Hundreds of
other swimmers, his bodyguards and an
armada of waterborne installations cel-
ebrating, among others, the hale-and-
hearty 72-year-old’s virile image.

TIME Magazine would dub the swim
one of the cult figure’s “greatest acts of
political theatre”. It was the machismo
roar that led millions of his followers
through the blowing winds and beat-
ing waves of the hyper-violent Cultural
Revolution. It also set a *putative world
record with a catchy ring: 15km in 65
minutes.

Last week, Wuhan provided the first
act to another possible revolution when
China announced that buying and sell-
ing wild animals for food was now thor-
oughly banned.

A Wuhan wildlife “wet” market — so
named for its thrills and spills of animal
slaughter, often live — had forced Beijing
to make the call. Authorities had traced
the deadly Coronavirus (Covid-19) out-
break to unsanitary conditions at the
market — a cog in a multibillion-dollar
trade before a temporary ban was
slapped on the industry in January.

‘Most monumental announcement’
since ivory ban

Declared by the Standing Commit-
tee of the National People’s Congress,
China’s top legislature, the ban may be
tighter, but it is not yet clear if it is per-
manent.

Nonetheless, conservationists have
praised it as a potential turning point
in a decades-long activist campaign to
choke an industry that not only holds
non-human life to ransom. Threaten-
ing to quarantine much of the human
planet, the outbreak has taken 2,800-
plus human lives in China and sickened
87,000-plus people globally.

The ban’s new rules include forbid-
ding the consumption of all terrestrial
animals, wild and captive; and making
hunting, transporting and trading wild-
life a criminal offence. They also seek
to refine which animals can be used for
science, medicine and display; and rec-
ognise the need to support producers
affected by the ban.

Offenders may be fined up to 50,000
yuan (around $7,000) for eating wild-
life; and “people running wildlife busi-
nesses” may have to cough up as much
as 200,000 yuan. Licences would be re-
voked, official state news agency Xinhua
noted.

“China’s statements indicate a sea
change in the government’s attitude
towards wildlife exploitation since the
2002-03 Severe Acute Respiratory Syn-
drome (SARS) epidemic. This is reflect-
ed in changed public values,” WildAid
CEO Peter Knights told Daily Maverick.
Knights has had some success lobbying
the Chinese government after his or-
ganisation joined forces with basketball
icon Yao Ming to raise awareness of the
destructive shark-fin trade. The con-
sumption of shark-fin soup has fallen by
more than 80% in recent years.

“This is China’s most monumental
announcement since it banned ivory
in 2017,” Humane Society International
said in a statement. The “decision has
the potential to affect even more ani-
mals, because of the sheer volume and
number involved in the wildlife trade”.

The welfare organisation hailed the
move as China’s “most decisive action
yet”. It “elevates the ban from admin-
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istrative action to the level of national
law”.

TRAFFIC, the wildlife-trade monitor-
ing network, praised “China’s firm and
targeted measures”.

A boiling point in the political pressure
cooker

The urgency for a comprehensive
ban had piled on Beijing in early Febru-
ary when Chinese scientists announced
the makings of a perfect storm: the
pangolin, said to be among the world’s
most trafficked and endangered mam-
mals, might be an intermediate carrier
of Covid-19.

On the same day, Daily Maverick
broke the news that the Baylor College
of Medicine in Texas had isolated the
critically endangered Malayan (Sunda)
pangolin (Manis javanica) as a possible
vector.

Both teams — who worked indepen-
dently for separate institutions — cau-
tioned the findings were preliminary
and still due for peer review. The initial
Chinese findings, which have since been
revealed to focus on an aspect of the
virus rather than the whole genome as
initially stated, have been challenged by
some scientists.

Even so, the two announcements rep-
resented the publication of similar re-
search by independent teams at virtual-
ly the same time, helping to catapult the
species’ plight into an international talk-
ing point. The debate provoked fears
that ne’er-do-wells may retaliate and kill
pangolins. However, it also prompted
calls to harness the charismatic scaly
animals as a flagship to end the trade for
good.

Formally declaring the ban’s stricter
measures, Xinhua illustrated its report
with an image of a Sunda pangolin. The
decision aimed “to safeguard ecological
safety” — although it is likely that pango-
lin scales will still be consumed under
medicinal regulations. Campaigners are
not happy about this.

An update to the state news report
changed the wording from “ecological
safety” to “ecological security” — this
may be taken as a signal that the Stand-
ing Commiittee is eager to show the ban
is not just a conservation decision, but a
security decision, too. As a 2019 climate
report by the US Department of Defence
shows, there is military recognition at
the highest levels of government that

A Temminck’s
pangolin on the
look-out for

ants and ter-
mites. Last week,
Wuhan provided
the first act to
another possible
revolution when
China announced
that buying and
selling wild ani-
mals for food
was now thor-
oughly banned.
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3 Letter word: NEO, SON, AID, AGO, HUG,

7 Letter word: IMAGINE,
8 Letter word: CARRIAGE, FREE LOVE,
9 Letter word: SHINYANGA, ENTERTAIN,

S

E

R |
D |
Y |

4 Letter word: NEED, DEER, HARE, HAIK, IRBM, KIBO
5 Letter word: ALIVE, SEEM, RABBI, MODEL,TOKEN
6 Letter word: SOLEMN, MOISTEN, AGREED, MTWARA

Down:

Clues: Across

1. Kill large number of people (8)
5. Monkey (3)

9. Run away from somebody (5)
10.Imagined series of events when you
fall asleep (5)

12. First man (4)

14. Payment in return for work (4)

skill (5)

20. Cabonated drink (5)

21. Ship used in war (7)

23. Half of something (4)

#| [26. Not imaginary (4)

27. Gentle of light wind (6)

28. French name for lake Geneva (5)

125. Beer (3)

1. Act of rubbing parts of the body (7)
2. Person who rescues (6)
8. Largest country in the World (6,5)  [3. List of items to be attended to (7)
4. Circular shape (5)
6. Her monetary unit is Balboa (6)
7. Direct descent from ancestor (7)
11. Proficient in something requiring

16. Drink by taking small mouthfuls (3)[13. To become slightly wet (7)

15. Request for relief (6)

16. Take an oath (5)

17. Person who is speaking (3)

18. Sense of personal worth (5)

19. Portion of something owned (5)
22. Anger (3)

fundamental threats to ecological
security endanger human safety
in the most existential sense of the
word.

These are all contributing fac-
tors that show Beijing may enforce
a permanent ban of a trade that
has repeatedly enabled a petri
dish for outbreaks with cumula-
tive costs of which are running
into billions of dollars.

Or, in the case of Covid-19,
potentially $1-trillion.

Bird flu. Swine flu. Ebola. Mid-
dle East Respiratory Syndrome.
SARS. Each of these zoonotics cuts
aforensic trail to people who inter-
acted with sick or dead animals at
some point.

“This crisis has done more for
conservation than all western
NGOs have achieved in decades
of being in China and spending
billions,” said Karl Ammann, an
investigative journalist and activist
whom a 1999 New York Times arti-
cle names as the “chief nemesis of
the bushmeat trade, and persona
non grata to governments whose
indifference he exposes”. In the
1990s and 2000s, Ammann blew
the lid off the consumption of pri-
mate bushmeat, the source of sim-
ian immunodeficiency virus (SIV)
that mutated into human HIV.

Aslong as this ban is permanent,
simple to understand and gets the
full weight of the Standing Com-
mittee’s authority, China could
even find itself in a favourable po-
sition: besides the European Un-
ion, it would be the most influen-
tial superpower with a multilateral
conservation approach at a time
that geopolitics, and long-term col-
lective interest, demand just this.

In fact, US President Donald
Trump’s controversial attempts to
create a policy environment that
puts industry above sustainability
may hand Chinese President Xi
Jinping the opportunity to define
himself in opposition to a dearth
of US environmental leadership.
This, despite vocal opposition on
domestic soil to Trump’s policies
by US civil society, the private sec-
tor and majority of lawmakers.

Usurping US dominance

Such a potential axis shift may
have seemed a bridge too far
in the pre-Covid-19 era — one in
which former US president Barack
Obama’s pro-environment, multi-
lateral policies provided a useful
counterpoint to criminals riding
roughshod over China’s wildlife
laws — and who continue to fan out
across dwindling wilderness.

Indeed, there is no small irony to
suggesting that the country which
plunged the world into what may
yet become a global shutdown
could also lead a multilateral effort
to revamp geopolitics.

There is also the country’s trou-
bling human-rights record, which
should presumably ring loudly in
every person’s amygdala.

Yet, multilateral diplomacy
could prove to be China’s metier as
the Anthropocene clock reveals its
biggest reckoning: that natural dis-
aster does not respect sovereign
borders.

“Its antiquated to say China
could not take a global envi-
ronmental leadership role. The

US looks at the next election.
China looks 50 years ahead. Not
many governments do that,” said
Knights.

“When you work on that time-
line, you have to start taking global
developments like climate change
seriously — and much of the rest of
the world is now looking for ‘long-
view’ leadership. China, as the
world’s superpower, is stepping
into that void.”

Dr Peter ] Li, associate professor
of East Asian politics at the Univer-
sity of Houston-Downtown, Texas,
echoed these views. He is also a
China policy specialist with Hu-
mane Society International.

“President Xi has an opportunity
to act in favour of global environ-
mental protection. It is never too
late for China to act. Xi can plan
long-term development,” said Li.

“Trump’s concentration is the
next election. I don't see envi-
ronment and wildlife inside and
outside the US as a concern for
Trump.”

Trump’s strategy missteps range
from the ecology to cutting back
on the US State Department, add-
ed Knights.

The US officially leaves the UN
Paris Climate Accord in Novem-
ber. By forfeiting the US seat at
the world’s biggest climate round
table, Trump, for better or worse,
gives the world’s next-biggest sin-
gle economy more clout to broker
an exceedingly potent chapter in
geopolitics — climate negotiations.

The move also hands China
more power at the intersection
of the world’s most influential — if
flawed, critics say — environmen-
tal treaties: the Convention on In-
ternational Trade in Endangered
Species and the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change.
These treaties are not formally
connected, but species trade di-
plomacy is more important on a
heating planet that may well sim-
plify ecosystems.

Trump's  Paris  departure,
Knights pointed out, is “a real step
back from all sorts of international
engagement”.

Or, as an observer who did not
want to be named lamented: “Yoh.
Trump. He seems to be conscious-
ly and actively planning to trash
the planet. You think he’s an alien
who wants to get rid of unwanted
life forms — us?”

China may be the world’s largest
greenhouse gas emitter, but the
European Commission’s vice-pres-
ident, the Dutch socialist Frans
Timmermans, told Daily Maverick
during a visit to Cape Town this
week that he was optimistically
cautious about China’s potential to
capitalise on shifting geopolitics.

“Even before Trump, China was
decisive on reaching an agreement
in Paris. It has built a reputation
that it deserves as global leader,”
said Timmermans, who heads up
the European Union’s Green Deal.
However, he was concerned the
Covid-19 outbreak would hamper
China’s ability to meet its Paris
commitments. They are “sitting on
the fence a bit”.

“It is clear there is a strong will-
ingness of Chinese leadership to
be part of those who go ahead ...
[It's about] looking at the numbers

and seeing whether they can af-
ford it at this stage — given other
international developments.”

‘No nationalist rhetoric will scare
off a virus'

On the ballooning US debt bill —
despite bullish claims of domestic
economic growth — Timmermans
was much starker.

“Look at the debt Trump is
building up. That’s coming back at
some point — if we reduce interna-
tional relations to transactional re-
lations between sovereign nations,
we misunderstand the complete
and integrated nature of today’s
world,” he warned.

“There is no national border that
is going to stop coronavirus. There
is no level of nationalism in your
rhetoric that is going to scare off a
virus. This is not some foreigner’s
fault. This is what happens in an
integrated world and this is some-
thing we will have to face within
the collective responsibility —and I
think the climate crisis is the most
important.”

Online watchdog Climate Action
Tracker says China’s commitments
are “highly insufficient”. However,
the watchdog adds, as “the world’s
largest consumer of coal and the
largest developer of renewable en-
ergy — the choice [China] makes,
domestically and abroad, between
the technology of the past versus
the renewable future will have a
lasting effect on the world’s ability
to limit warming to 1.5°C”.

China’s charm offensive

Right now, a teensy viral villain is
playing Russian roulette with one
of the brightest feathers in Xi’s cap:
lifting all 1.4-billion Chinese out of
poverty.

That target is still within the
central government’s reach, Chi-
na’s South Africa Ambassador Lin
Songtian insisted at a recent press
conference. A forceful personal-
ity with a mischievous grin, the
ambassador had been on a spir-
ited tour throughout South Affica,
hammering home a single maxim:

“Keep calm = China’s Communist
Party has everything under con-

trol.”

Watching poverty alleviation
disintegrate just beyond their
fingertips may be too much for
Beijing to bear. This is yet another
contributing factor that plays into
the possibility of a more sustained
dusting down of criminal activity.

Said Ammann, who has spent
decades documenting the dark
side of trade in Asia’s backstreets:

“In China, face loss is worse than
share prices declining by 50%.”

At a junket in Bishopscourt, that
Cape Town bastion of leafy privi-
lege, there was hardly a crack in
the veneer of the Chinese embas-
sy’s well-oiled staff complement. If
they felt under siege, this showed
only in their eagerness to impress.

A driveway attendant gesticulat-
ed the press corps’ vehicles into an
awkward line of double-parking.
(Daily Maverick declined, later
avoiding an international incident
between journalists rushing out to
be the first to file.)

Another staff member stood to
attention in tie and suit with an

open umbrella, providing shelter
against a freak summer storm.
Inside, a flotilla of media officers
glided up to journalists, producing
business cards and offering quot-
able insights, always polite.

While Daily Maverick inter-
viewed the ambassador, they hov-
ered nearby, afterwards admitting
on the sly: “Our boss keeps us on
our toes.” (That is public-relations
talk for the challenges of “manag-
ing” an ambassador who does not
always stick to the script).

“Pangolin is one of the endan-
gered species, right? They are not
allowed in the market like rhino
horn is not allowed. The ivory
product is not allowed. But unfor-
tunately some snake ... | mean how
do people eat the bat!” the ambas-
sador said, and laughed in italics at
these apparent non-sequiturs. He
shrugged, seemingly at a loss for
words.“I don’t know.”

He underlined, frequently, that
most “educated” Chinese — includ-
ing his “own boy” studying in the
US - disassociated themselves
from the wildlife trade and its “old
traditions”.

In January an online poll by
the Peking University Centre for
Nature Society found that 97% of
some 100,000 participants were
against eating wild animals. Nearly
80% rejected using wildlife prod-
ucts. Knights said the poll was
“probably biased to more edu-
cated people, but, you know, that’s
a large proportion of the Chinese
population now.”

By contrast, 14 million people
worked in wildlife and trade con-
sumption before the ban, some
media have suggested.

“A minority is still a minority; the
majority have changed,” Lin said
when Daily Maverick pointed out
a minority in China could mean
tens, if not hundreds, of millions of
people.

“The dog is a member of the
family. It’s the baby,” he continued.
“Do something against the dog,
people give you strange eyes.”

This embassy scene was hardly
the tableau of an evil empire plot-
ting to overthrow the planet with
biological warfare, as some un-
substantiated conspiracy rumours
have suggested.

Lin was upbeat about the pros-
pects of a permanent ban.“It’s pos-
sible,” he said. “Of course.”

A single spark, a prairie fire

If authorities’ recent crack-
down is a harbinger, the results
of a permanent ban could be im-
pressive, even if more trade goes
underground amid deeply held
cultural preferences and newer
fads, which criminals are good at
inventing. (This is what Ammann
warns about in his 2018 investiga-
tion on the rhino-horn trade.)

“Some 5-10% of what was going
on legally will carry on under-
ground. People do things illicitly
for reasons ranging from avoiding
taxes to health regulations,” added
Knights.

“But a main argument for a blan-
ket ban is that it’s easy for every-
body to understand. Anyone can
enforce it. The key is public educa-
tion. Keeping the law simple and
clear”

So far, Chinese authorities say
they have closed down some
20,000 wildlife farms; 2,550-plus
people have been “punished” for
wildlife crimes, reported state
news. Online, “750,000 pieces of
information about wildlife trade
were removed or blocked”, while
“17,000 online stores or accounts
were closed”. Secret codes would
be “screened out”.

Knights hoped China would
also play a role to help “countries
around the world. It's no good
simply banning the trade in China.
The same risks are very much out
there in Asia as well as Africa.”

Current revisions also create the
platform for lawmakers to revisit
critical omissions in anti-cruelty
legislation. Updates would go fur-
ther to prevent the conditions that
tolerate unsanitary practices, Li
suggested.

“China does NOT have an anti-
cruelty law,” he stressed. One rea-
son is “strong opposition from the
country’s business interests for
fear such a law would slow eco-
nomic growth”.

Agencies
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Health ministry g
advised on ho
to use patients'
lab test results;

By Francis Kajubi

RIVATE health officials have

warned that an attempt by the

Health ministry to ban the use

of laboratory results of patients
in public hospitals to treat the victims
will negatively impact their investments
worth billions of shillings.

Association of Private Health Facili-
ties in Tanzania (Aphfta) CEO Dr Sam-
wel Ogillo said the ban means that pa-
tients should not trust and use private
laboratories because they results will
not be entertained by public health fa-
cilities.

Dr Ogillo said Minister for Health,
Ummy Mwalimus decision needs a
well-defined approach to address the
issue of unfaithful health professionals
in public hospitals other than ban the
whole private laboratory facilities.

“The minister posed a ban on accept-
ance of prescriptions that can be tested
at public facilities and not otherwise,
but patients have the freedom to choose
where to have their tests and treatments

in the first place,” he pointed out.

The Aphfta CEO added, “There is
a big number of health professionals
who are not government employees
but rather work in private health facili-
ties including laboratories who will be
affected by such a ban if not defined
properly,” Dr Ogillo warned.

He asserted that he is aware that
some public medical health personnel
also work for private facilities and that
some are being paid according to the
number of patients they attend but not
necessarily being owners of such facili-
ties.

“It’s costly for a patient to have two
tests on the same medical condition
at two separate facilities with incurred
charges,” he noted while noting that
telling patients not to go for private
health facilities will deny them custom-
ers hence kill their investments.

Outgoing Executive Director of Tan-
zania Private Sector Foundation (TPSF),
Godfrey Simbeye said the minister’s or-
der which is a result of breach of code
of ethics by a few medical professionals

3 ra

in the public health sec-
tor, is unfortunate.

Simbeye said the
move will frustrate
private investments in
the health sector where
TPSF has seen more in-
vestments being made
in recent years because of
better relations with public health fa-
cilities.

“The problem here is that if patients

opt to have their treatment at public fa- &

cilities medical doctors have to respect
that. They shouldn’t be instructed to go
for diagnosis at private facilities then
bring prescriptions back for treatment
at public facilities which is absolutely
unacceptable,” the TPSF CEO noted.

He however said, on the other hand,
if the ministry is confident that public
hospitals and health centers are now
fully equipped with all testing facili-
ties then it simply needs good tracking
mechanism against its unethical em-
ployees rather imposing a bracket ban
on private health facilities.

Minister of Health, Community Development, Gender, Elders and Children,
Ummy Mwalimu.

Recently, Minister of Health,
Community Development, Gen-
der, Elders and Children, Ummy
Mwalimu said while on a visit at
Temeke Referral Hospital in Dar
es Salaam that laboratory results
and prescription reports from pri-
vate health facilities will not be ac-
cepted by public hospitals because

some doctors are colluding with
private investors.

She said the government has in-
vested heavily in procurements of
health equipment for public facili-
ties such that medical doctors are
supposed to only accept prescrip-
tions of tests that cannot be done at
public hospitals to curb cheating.

Top brands accused of using forced Chinese labour

SYDNEY

China is transferring tens of
thousands of Uighur detainees
out of internment camps and
into factories that supply some
of the world’s leading brands, an
Australian think tank said Monday.

Top global brands such as
Apple, BMW and Sony have been
accused of getting supplies from
factories using the forced labour,
an explosive allegation that could
reverberate in boardrooms across
the world.

The Australian Strategic
Policy Institute said the Chinese
government has transferred 80,000
or more Uighurs out of camps in
Xinjiang and into factories across
the country. “Uighurs are working
in factories that are in the supply
chains of at least 83 well-known
global brands in the technology,
clothing and automotive sectors,”
the think tank said.

“Some factories across China
are using forced Uighur labour
under a state-sponsored labour
transfer scheme that is tainting the
global supply chain.” The brands, it
added, included “Apple, BMW, Gap,

independent social audits and
inspections.”

AFP has contacted the firms
for a response to the claims. An
estimated one million mostly
Muslim ethnic minorities have
been held in internment camps
in Xinjiang. After initially denying
their existence, Beijing cast the
facilities as “vocational education
centres”
Mandarin and job skills in an
effort to steer them away from
religious extremism, terrorism and
separatism.

Rights groups and witnesses
accuse China of forcibly trying
to draw Uighurs away from their
Islamic customs
them into the majority Han culture.
Officially, the Chinese government
says it is transferring “surplus”
Xinjiang labour to other regions in
the name of poverty alleviation.

where “students” learn

and integrate

Top global brands such as Apple, BMW and Sony have been accused of getting supplies from China factories using the forced

labour.
Huawei, Nike, Samsung, Sony and
Volkswagen.”

“Companies using forced Uighur
labour in their supply chains could
find themselves in breach of laws

which prohibit the importation
of goods made with forced labour
or mandate disclosure of forced
labour supply chain risks,” the
report said.

“The companies listed in this
report should conduct immediate
and thorough human rights due
diligence on their factory labour
in China, including robust and

According to official news agency
Xinhua, more than 25,000 workers
from Xinjiang were slated to be
transferred “inland” in 2019. China’s
foreign ministry and the Xinjiang
government did not immediately
respond to requests for comment
on the report.

Coronavirus: Shares
worldwide on course
for the worst week
in last twelve years

NEWYORK

Fear over the economic fallout from the spread-
ing coronavirus tightened its grip on global mar-
kets, sending US equities to a seventh straight loss
and sparking demand for safe assets from Treas-
uries to the yen.

The S&P 500 plunged more than 3% Friday and
is now down over 15% from its record. The index
is mired in its longest slump in over three years
and careening toward its worst week since the fi-
nancial crisis. The Dow Jones Industrial Average
has shed more than 4 000 points this week.

Treasury yields sank to all-time lows, with the
two-year tumbling through 1% and 30-year rates
under 1.7%. Crude slid toward $44 a barrel, while
gold lost 2%. European shares headed for August
lows and Asian equities fell more than 2.5%.

The sell-off picked up steam after a White
House official suggested the virus could force
some schools to close and more companies
warned that disruptions could upend sales and
profit forecasts. Germany quarantined about 1
000 people and Switzerland banned large events,
leading to the Geneva car show being cancelled.

WHO upgrades global risk of virus spread to
‘very high’

World Health Organization (WHO) chief Tedros
Adhanom Gebreyesus says the UN health agency
upgrades the global risk from the new coronavi-
rus to “very high.” Iran and South Korea revealed
more infections while the first cases appeared in
Mexico and Nigeria, Africa’s most populous coun-
ry.

Worst week since 2008 crisis

That’s all put shares worldwide on course
for the worst week since the 2008 crisis, down
around 10%. With the likes of Citigroup saying
they want to see markets “closer to panic” before
going all-in on global equities, the dip buyers who
have helped make this bull market the longest on
record are nowhere to be seen.

“Investors are selling stocks first and asking
questions later,” Keith Lerner, SunTrust’s chief
market strategist, wrote in a note. “We are seeing
signs of pure liquidation. ‘Get me out at any cost’
seems to be the prevailing mood. There is little
doubt the coronavirus will continue to weigh on
the global economy, and the US will not be im-
mune. There is much we do not know. However,
it is also premature to suggest the base case for
the US economy is recession.”

Downgrades to the global outlook keep rolling
in and money markets now see three Federal Re-
serve interest-rate cuts this year. Bank of America
predicted that the global economy will see its
weakest year since the financial crisis as the virus
damages demand in China and beyond.

“Asset prices diverged significantly from
growth in the past year, in part because of cen-
tral bank policy, but also because passive invest-
ment’s main signal is price action,” reckons James
McCormick, global head of desk strategy at Nat-
West Markets. “The COVID-19 escalation runs
a real risk of virtuous cycle turning to a vicious
one. Either way, given where growth estimates
are heading for the next few months, I'd expect
more downside.” Amid the hunt for havens, the
yen is on course for its biggest weekly gain since
mid-2016, though gold was set for a decline after a
multi-month rally.

Elsewhere, New Zealand’s dollar fell 1% Friday
as the country reported its first case of the virus
and investors bet on policy easing from the cen-
tral bank. Turkish stocks plunged as tensions be-
tween Ankara and Moscow soared.

Huawei commits $50m to train 2m ICT professionals

JOHANNESBURG

Chinese  multinational, = Huawei
has pledged a $50 million-five year
investment to train two million ICT
professionals, as part of the next phase
of its Huawei ICT Academy Programme.

The academy, launched in 2013, is part
of Huawei’s digital inclusion initiative,
TECH4ALL, which is intended to expand
the access and benefits of ICT training
throughout the globe. The second
phase of the initiative, the Huawei

ICT Academy Programme 20, was
introduced this week at the Industrial
Digital Transformation Conference-Live
in Shenzhen, China.

It seeks to provide ICT courses and
support services to universities and
colleges throughout the globe to help
them train students, post-grad students
and teachers to establish and optimise
ICT majors, improve the curriculum
system, and build standard labs.

It also aims to introduce students
to Huaweis ICT technologies and

products in universities around the
world, encouraging them to participate
in Huawei certification, and developing
innovative and application-oriented
technical talent for societies and the
global ICT industry.

To cement its plans, the Huawei says
it will set up the Huawei ICT Academy
Development Incentive Fund (ADIF),
which will focus on different areas of
implementation. Since 2015, Huawei
says it has partnered with more than
600 international universities by setting

up Huawei ICT academies within the
campuses, and has trained more than 1
500 teachers.

In August last year, Huawei SA, in
partnership with the Department
of Communications and Digital
Technologies, announced plans to
launch free online and on-site training
in 5G and fourth industrial revolution
technologies, targeting 6 000 South
Africans, who are either post-graduate
ICT students or practitioners. The
initiative, which is part of the Seeds for

the Future training programme, kicked
off this week.

In November the company launched
its Developer Programme in SA aimed
at creating training and development
opportunities for local developers,
through hands-on workshops and one-
on-one coaching sessions and support.

The Huawei ADIF that will focus
on four key pillars of the Huawei ICT
Academy Programme 2.0: IProviding
teaching experiment equipment for
cooperative universities to improve

students’ practical skills. ITraining
teachers through ADIF, providing free
exam vouchers to encourage students to
take Huawei’s certification exams, and
setting up an education fund to reward
excellent teachers and students.
IHolding the Huawei ICT Competition
to provide a platform for students to
communicate with their peers and show
their talents. ICooperating with partners
on ICT Talent Job Fairs to help students
find jobs and promote efficient matching
between talent supply and demand.
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TRA commissioner general Dr Edwin Mhede.

TRA ‘following up’ Shanta
Gold Limited bonus shares
awarded to top executives

By Smart Money Reporter
VER 2bn/- bonus
shares awarded to

Shanta Gold Limited’s

top executives is being
followed up by Tanzania Revenue
Authority for tax purposes.

A senior official from Domestic
Revenue Department said the
taxman is closely scrutinizing
Shanta Gold’s records to establish if
all taxes were paid. “T can simply tell
you that bonus share are subject to
taxation just like bonus cash so we
are definitely following this up,”
said the official who said details
will be given by Commissioner
of Domestic Revenue, Abdul
Mapembe. “You will get the details
of the tax payment if concluded
from the Commissioner,” said the
official.

Recently, the London Stock
Exchange listed company said

the bonus shares were given to
Person Discharging Managerial
Responsibilities who included CEO,
Eric Zurrin, Chief Financial Officer
Luke Leslie, New Luika Gold Mine’s
General Manager, Honest Mrema,
Singida Gold Mine’s General
Manager, Philbert Rweyemanu and
Head of Corporate Affairs, Calvin
Mlingi.

“Performance pay in shares is
based on prescribed KPIs (key
performance index) set out at the
beginning of 2019 and the number
of shares awarded is calculated
based on an average share price
over the calendar year 2019,” the
company said in its statement.

Shanta’s flagship New Luika Gold
Mine commenced production
in 2012 and produced 84,506
ounces in 2019. The statement
further noted that each of the
top executives were issued with
ordinary shares of 0.01p each in

the company. In aggregate, this will
result in the issuance of 6,555,926

ordinary shares.
The company said Zurrin earned
2,762,284 shares worth over

£290,039 (over 8694my/-) while
Leslie got 2,301,903 shares worth
over £241,699 (over 724.6m/-).
The statement however did not
give details of earnings by local
managers Mrema, Rweyemamu
and Mlingi although by calculation
they got 1491,739 shares worth
over 434.2m/-.

“Application has been made to
London Stock Exchange Plc for
those 6,555,926 ordinary shares
to be admitted to trading on AIM.
Admission is expected to occur
and dealings in the new ordinary
shares are expected to commence
on the LSE at 800 am. on or
around 6 February 2020,” the
statement added.

The January 20, 2020 dated

b

i '.'

statement further noted that
from admission, the company’s
issued ordinary share capital will
comprise 793,931,012 ordinary
shares with voting rights. No
ordinary shares are held in
treasury.

The figure of 793,931,012
may be used by the company’s
shareholders as the denominator
for the calculations by which
they will determine if they are
required to notify their interest
in, or a change to their interest in,
the company under the Financial
Conduct Authority’s Disclosure
Guidance and Transparency Rules.

Shanta Gold is an East Affrica-
focused gold producer, developer
and explorer. It currently has
defined ore resources on the New
Luika project in Mbeya region
and holds exploration licenses
covering approximately 1,500
square kilometres.

Mozambique govt bans
canned pilchards being
recalled in South Africa

MAPUTO

Mozambique’s government is
to withdraw canned goods from
South Africa, after information
indicating the existence of badly
processed products unfit for hu-
man consumption, it said on
Thursday.

“It is confirmed that there are
canned products unfit for human
consumption and our recom-
mendation is to withdraw these
products,” Rosa Marlene, National
Health Director, told reporters on
Thursday.

The warning about the exist-
ence of canned South African
products unfit for human con-
sumption was given to Mozam-
bique by the World Health Organi-
sation and by South Africa itself,
a neighbouring country from
which Mozambique imports a
considerable number of products,

especially food.

“We advised the National In-
spection of Economic Activities
(INAE) as soon as we had the in-
formation and now this body is
organising the mechanisms it has
for the products to be withdrawn
throughout the country,” the Na-
tional Health Director said.

It's not just West Point Proces-
sors’ tinned pilchards in tomato
sauce that has been recalled, but
their pilchards in chilli sauce as
well — sold by retailers country-
wide under 12 brands, South Af-
rica’s National Regulator for Com-
pulsory Specifications (NRCS)
announced on Monday night,
Times Live reports.

That's because the product
was “compromised’ on the pro-
duction line when the sauce was
added to the fish in the can, and
“therefore could affect the safety
of consumers”, the NRCS said.

The affected products include not
only the Shoprite group’s house
brands, but the Spar house brand
pilchards as well, all bearing the
production codes ZST29 or ZSC29
on top of the can.

“The problem manifests itself
after months of storage, which
causes the content of the can tore-
act with the metal of the can,” the
NRCS said. The regulator made no
mention of bloating tins. At the
weekend, West Point Processors
announced a recall of its pilchards
in tomato sauce 400g tins, but
was silent about its chilli variant.
Customers who've purchased the
cans were urged to return them
for a refund.

The company said there was
a small possibility that some tins
in the specified batch may have a
“canning deficiency,” which could
make them “unfit for consump-
tion.” Whereas Westpoint named

six products as being part of its
recall — Cape Point, Saldanha,
Shoprite Ritebrand, Checkers
Housebrand, U-brand and OK
Housebrand — and only the To-
mato Sauce variant, the NRCS has
named nine brands and said both
the Tomato Sauce and Chilli Sauce
variants are part of the recall.

The NRCS, which regulates the
manufacture, production and
treatment of canned fish, is now
“imploring” formal wholesalers,
retailers and informal traders to
remove and stop selling the 400g
Pilchards in Tomato Sauce and
400g Pilchards in Chilli Sauce
with immediate effect.

“We are engaging all role play-
ers to ensure that the affected
products are removed from the
market to protect consumers
against unsafe products in line
with our mandate,” the South Af-
rican regulator said.

CURRENTNEWS

NAIROBI

Manufacturers have renewed calls
for elimination of multiple county and
national government levies that have
slowed their efforts to sell in the do-
mestic market.

Speaking when they launched their
Manufacturing Priority Agenda 2020
(MPA2020) last week, the industrialists
said an agreement must be reached to
scrap the multiple business permits
and other levies charged as goods
move across counties.

Kenya Association of Manufacturers
(KAM) chairman Sachen Gudka said
the numerous county charges coupled
with other regulatory licences at na-
tional level made Kenya unattractive
to do business with Kenya-made goods
priced beyond reach of most citizens.

“While county governments were to
become the new frontiers for the pro-
motion of investments and growth of
the manufacturing sector, they have
turned out to be major impediments
in their quest to raise local revenue tar-
gets,” he said.

Mr Gudka said this saw product-
makers pass on the county expenses
to consumers via price increments.
In Nairobi, manufacturers delivering

KAM chairman Sachen Gudka.

Industrialists condemn
multiple county levies

goods to retail chains must acquire a
trade licence for every line of business
and for each vehicle as well as pay of-
floading fees on a per-trip basis.

MPA2020 calls for a national con-
sensus on licences that must be agreed
upon on a participatory basis where a
manufacturer will be allowed to pay
county fees once annually within the
county they operate from and not in
every county they visit.

To promote competitiveness and
a level playing field, it calls for estab-
lishment of a high level government
approval process for any regulatory
agency imposing corrective measures
touching on businesses.

Manufacturers said counties must
be discouraged from introducing no-
service linked fees, charges and levies
and that the county government rev-
enue raising regulation bill (2018) be
expedited to provide mechanisms for
new levies, fees and charges by county
governments.

Additionally MPA2020 urges the na-
tional and county governments to play
an active role in opening up markets
for local goods by implementing the
‘Buy Kenya, Build Kenya' decree by
instituting strict policies that discour-
ages sale of'illicit and imported goods.
ut- N Se
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Competition Appeal Court:
SA banks can be fined over
allegations of rate rigging

JOHANNESBURG

South Africa’s Competition Appeal
Court has overturned a decision that
a host of international banks cannot
be fined if found guilty for alleged
exchange rate rigging, the country’s
Competition Commission said on Fri-
day.

The watchdog has been investi-
gating the case since 2015, but when
it tried to bring charges against the
banks last year South Africa’s Competi-
tion Tribunal said that banks without a
presence in South Africa could not be
fined, though they could be declared
anti-competitive if the commission
could prove their case.

The banks, including Bank of Amer-
ica Merrill Lynch, JP Morgan, and
Credit Suisse, and the commission ap-
pealed that decision, with the banks
arguing that there was no jurisdiction
for even a declaratory order to be
handed down. But the appeals court
dismissed the banks’ application with
costs and upheld the commission’s ap-
peal, ruling that the banks could in fact
be fined, the commission said as it wel-
comed the decision.

“The CAC said, within 40 days, the
Commission must file a new (charge
sheet)... and must set out the facts it re-
lies on to allege it was foreseeable that
the alleged conduct would have direct
or immediate, and substantial effect in
South Africa,” the commission’s state-
ment said.

The watchdog is seeking to fine 23
local and foreign banks that it alleges
colluded when giving quotes to cus-
tomers buying or selling the rand and
the dollar. Its investigation came dur-
ing a global clampdown that has led to
dozens of traders being fired and sev-
eral big banks fined around $10 billion
in total for rigging the level of Libor
and other forex benchmarks.

The foreign banks it has investigated
that have no presence in South Africa
are Bank of America Merrill Lynch
International, JP Morgan Chase & Co,
Australia and New Zealand Bank Ltd,
Standard New York Securities Inc,
Nomura International, Macquarie
Bank Ltd, HBC Bank USA, National As-
sociation (N.A), Merrill Lynch Pierce
Fenner and Smith and Credit Suisse
Securities (USA) LLC.
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Lions Club comes to rescue
of hundreds of Dar students
with supply of potable water

Air Wing Primary School pupils take time off recently to drink tap clean water from a point sponsored by Mzizima Lions Club of Dar es
Salaam. Photo: Guardian photographer.

By Smart Money Reporter

FOR Benigna Kapinga, Head-teacher
at Majani ya Chai Primary School in Dar
es Salaam, clean tap water supply for
the school has been a very important
aspect, thanks to Mzizima Lions Club’s
School Water Programme financing.

Through the program’s funding, over
2,100 pupils and 38 teachers are now
safe from waterborne diseases which
are spread by dirty water from bore-
holes, and wells. “We didn’t have relia-
ble water sources before the Lion Club
project, pupils used to come with water
gallons from home and often they were
fetching it from boreholes and wells
near which is unsafe and contaminat-
ed,” Kapinga said.

She stated that Mzizima Lions Club’s
School Water Program has been very
promising and sustainable because the
donors have continued to manage it on
a regular basis.”Many donors tend to
bring a project to the community and
let the community manage it, but the
situation is different for the Mzizima
Lions Club who not only continue to
manage it, but also fix it when broken
down, say in case of a water pump mal-
function,” added Kapinga.

She further noted that the only chal-
lenge that the school is facing is lack of
a wall fencing to protect the project,
pupils and other school property from
being vandalised by intruders who
easy use the water at any time.

Majani ya Chai Primary School is
one of the 20 public schools in Dar es
Salaam which are benefiting from Mzi-
zima Lions Club’s School Water Pro-
gram which is in line with UN’s Sustain-
able Development Goal No. 6 and the
National Sanitation Campaign, Water
and Sanitation Development Program
(WSDP 1I) through the Water, Sanita-
tion and Hygiene (WASH) program.

Other primary schools in the list are
Mnazi Mmoja, Minazi Mirefu, Msim-
bazi Mseto, Karakata, Mogo, Air Wing,

Mzinga B, Mwanagati, Zimbili, Umoja,
Yombo, Mwale, Bwawani, Unubini and
Child Under the Sun which all totals
over 20,744 pupils and 488 teachers.

But the beneficiaries also include
public secondary schools, namely:
Halisi, Mwanagati, Mnazi Mmoja and
Majani ya Chai all with a combined total
of 5,371 students and 151 teachers. The
Mzimia Lions Club initiative has turned
most of schools’ surroundings in a con-
ducive environment with lush gardens
that help consume most of the carbon
dioxide emitted by human activities.

Among the most transformed schools
is Minazi Mirefu Primary School located
at Ukonga-Banana in the commercial
capital. The school used to face serious
water scarcity but now, pupils can also
be seen rushing to taps to drink clean
water during break time.

Some of the pupils are also seen wa-
tering flowers and trees planted in lush
gardens surrounding the school and
thus not only helping in mitigating im-
pacts of global warming but also mak-
ing the learning environment condu-
cive.

“We are truly grateful to Mzizima
Lions Club who provided us with a
permanent deep well that serves two
schools, Minazi Mirefu, and our neigh-
bours, Air Wing Primary School,” said
assistant  Head-teacher, Mchumila
Hamisi.

Hamisi said with a total of 3,028 pu-
pils present who include 1,489 girls,
the pupils’ hygiene at the school has
changed from worse due to lack of re-
liable water to the best ever thanks to
flowing tap water.

Fatihuba Karata who is assistant
Head-teacher at Air Wing Primary
School, seconded Hamisi’s observation
by pointing out that despite having a
well drilled by former Ukonga MP, Dr
Milton Mahanga, the Mzizima Lions
Club’s project has served them because

the former MP’s project is defunct.

“The challenge to access reliable wa-
ter officially ended in 2004 after the
advent of the project brought by Mzi-
zima Lions Club and now no student
is bringing a water gallon from home
anymore,” Karata said.

She said the school environment has
continued to improve with the planting
of trees and flowers which make up a
lush garden. “Right now, all our toilets
have enough water because we have
two water dispensers serving younger
pupils including those in elementary
classes while the other is older ones,”
added Karata.

But the Lions Club project has add-
ed another milestone revolution at
Karakata Primary School which has
1,258 students and 32 teachers.

Asha Duma who is assistant Head-
teacher at the school said instead of
planting normal trees for shield against
sunshine, they decided to plant fruit
trees and vegetables. “We were intro-
duced to this project in 2013, but by
2016 we decided to change our think-
ing by planting fruit trees and now we
are planting vegetables,” said Duma
whose school is also a beneficiary of
Mzizima Lions Club project.

“By doing this we not only teach stu-
dents about environmental conserva-
tion, but also impart them framing skills
although our plot is small,” she said.

A member of Mzizima Lions Club of
Dar es Salaam, Tayab Mohammed said
what they are doing to the people, es-
pecially students, is only for charity to
help communities get basic needs such
as water which even the UN has recog-
nised as a basic necessity through SDG
No. 6. “We have to be patriotic have a
sense of commitment to serve our com-
munity, especially those in need such
as pupils and students attending public
schools as the government cannot do
everything,” he said.

VIEW FROMTHE TOP

A spaza shop in surban of Johannesburg.

South Africa’s spaza shops: How regulatory
avoidance harming informal sector workers

CAPE TOWN

Small informal retailers are
a ubiquitous feature of any de-
veloping country’s urban land-
scape. Known as spaza shops
in South Africa, they are an im-
portant, even vital, component
in the townships. Numbering
over 100,000 across the nation,
they make critical contribu-
tions to local food security, self-
employment and community
cohesion.

In the last decade, the sec-
tor has undergone extensive
change. A new class of traders
has emerged. They have often
- but not always - been foreign.
For this reason, this chang-
ing character of South Africa’s
spaza sector has become as-
sociated with chauvinistic and
xenophobic portrayals of immi-
grant shopkeepers.

On the one hand, angry lo-
cals, often egged on by oppor-
tunist politicians, have accused
foreign traders of destroying
South African livelihoods. On
the other hand, those question-
ing this xenophobia have tend-
ed to argue that the new class
of traders simply represent
‘better entrepreneurs’ who are
out-competing less dynamic
traders.

But much more is going on
than simply the replacement of
locals by foreigners. Rather, the
structure of the spaza sector
itself is changing. To get to the
bottom of changes taking place
the Sustainable Livelihoods
Foundation and PLAAS con-
ducted business censuses and
interviews with 1 100 township
grocery retailers across all nine
provinces of South Africa.

What we found should give
politicians and policymakers
pause for thought. Our findings
suggest that South Africa’s rule
of law is in danger of becoming
a casualty in an industry that
has rapidly adapted in order to
compete and survive.

Changing the retail landscape

Operating from rural, peri-
urban and urban residential
townships, virtually all spazas
we encountered were unregis-
tered and worked exclusively in
cash. That, indeed, is why they
are classified as ‘informal’ busi-
nesses. But this classification
masked important differences.
The shops we visited typically
reflected one of two business
types. On the one hand, about
one-third were ‘survivalist’
owner-operators trading from
their homes. These resem-
bled the ‘traditional’ spaza
shop. These businesses were
informal because they had no
choice. They were simply too

small, or the owners too poor,
to formalise and thereby enter
the legal framework.

The remaining two-thirds
were also informal but were so
by choice. They differed from
their survivalist counterparts in
that they were larger, operating
from dedicated premises. They
offered a wider range of stock,
gave credit and had business
ties with wholesalers. They also
employed staff. The fieldwork
revealed about 45% of the shop
keepers we encountered were
in fact employees.

Rather than being owner
operators they tended to work
for those who owned the larger
upstream wholesale business
that supplied their outlets with
stocks. Some of these upstream
warehouses operated in net-
works with turnovers of hun-
dreds of thousands of Rands
per week. We also found exten-
sive South African supermarket
chains and shopping malls in
the retail mix.

The rise of these larger verti-
cally integrated spaza outlets
and supermarkets has inten-
sified business competition.
Many smaller (mostly South Af-
rican) independent businesses
have exited the market. This
new class of informal traders
has brought about important
social benefits. These include
access to a wide variety of
cheap consumer goods. But this
has come at a cost - especially
where the active avoidance reg-
ulation has become an explicit
business strategy.

Exploitation
The spaza employees we
encountered  predominantly

worked in poor conditions.
Foreign nationals were particu-
larly vulnerable to exploitation.
More than half of those we in-
terviewed reported working
more than 15 hours per day,
seven-days-a-week. Some were
earning as little as R400 (about
US$27 22) per month. Some
shop assistants claimed to be
working towards becoming
shareholders in the business.
But more than three-quarters
of our sample reported being
employees only. None had writ-
ten employment contracts, and
all worked for cash wages.

Half of the Cape Town em-
ployees we interviewed in a
follow-on investigation (and
many interviewed elsewhere)
reported that employers held
back their pay. In some cases, a
portion of the wages was paid
to the employee and the bal-
ance reportedly paid to their
family elsewhere (commonly in
their home country).

In Cape Town, over half the
Ethiopian respondents claimed
to be repaying financial debts to
their bosses for travel expenses
to South Africa. In almost all
cases employers retained for-
eignh employees’ passports.
Across the sample, 71% of spaza
employees were required to
sleep in the building, with near-
ly half-sleeping (illegally) in the
shopfront.

These conditions clearly vio-
late the country’s labour laws,
which stipulated at the time
that retail workers must earn at
least R3,701 per month for a 45-
hour work week. The law stipu-
lates 12 hours of rest in each 24-
hour period, or 36 consecutive
rest hours per week, including
Sundays, unless agreed in writ-
ing.

Further, the working condi-
tions we encountered trigger
the great majority of the work-
ing conditions identified by
the UK Gangmasters and La-
bour Abuse Authority as warn-
ing flags that people might be
working as bonded labour. If
our sample is anything to go by,
there may be many thousands
of shopkeeper employees who
toil behind the sales counter
under these circumstances.

Bypassing laws

The exploitative nature of
employment in the spaza sec-
tor directly results from the
embrace of informality by op-
erators that are large enough
to conform to the rules of the
formal sector. We categorise
this form of entrepreneurship
as ‘informalist’. This is a new
form of informality where an
otherwise legitimate activity
(retailing groceries) relies on
labour and retailing practices
that evade regulatory oversight.
These practices break the law.

Informalist ~ strategies for
spaza competitiveness capital-
ise on the concessions accord-
ed to survivalist enterprises.
These include municipal al-
lowances for home-based busi-
nesses in townships. But these
businesses then bypass other
important forms of regulation
including labour laws. This
brings negative implications for
inclusive growth, fair work, and
rule-of-law.

An increasing number of
politicians have simplified this
development. They have done
so by stoking social tensions
by scapegoating these foreign-
national spaza shop workers.
As our research shows, these
workers are themselves deeply
vulnerable. They are operating
at the coalface of xenophobic
hatred and crime.

Rwandan tin smeltin

KIGALI

A Rwandan tin smelting plant, LuNa
Smelter, has been certified as a conflict
free smelter by the Responsible
Minerals Assurance Process (RMAP).

The qualification is part of a
programme, Responsible Minerals
Initiative (RMI), which has been
conducting assessment to validate
smelters’ company-level management
processes for responsible mineral
procurement.

Following the evaluation, LuNa
Smelter was fully compliant to the
requirements of the OECD Due
Diligence Guidance for Responsible
Supply Chain of Minerals as well
as meets the demands of the
mineral certification scheme of the

International Conference on the Great
Lakes Region (ICGLR).

Radoslaw Miskiewicz, the Chairman
of the Supervisory Board of LuNa
Smelter said that the development
was proof of the company’s efforts to
source responsibly while producing
highest quality tin ingots.

“This is a sign that LuNa Smelter
adopts best due diligence practices
in order to operate in safe and
responsible manner that respects the
environment, employees, customers
and the communities in which the
company operates in,” Miskiewicz
said.

The government views the
certification as a confirmation that
Rwanda is a conflict free source of

minerals. Francis Gatare, the CEO
of Rwanda Mines, Petroleum and
Gas Board (RMB) said that over the
years, Rwanda has always maintained
that the country does not deal with
conflict minerals.

“This comes as a confirmation
to what we have always proven to
the world: Rwanda is a conflict-free
source of minerals. We have put in
place different measures including
deployment of tag managers at
mining concessions to seal and
record minerals produced in order
to efficiently monitor and contain
potential illegal dealing in minerals,”
said Gatare.

The development is also in line with
the 7 year development blue-print,

g firm certified as conflict-free

National Strategy for Transformation
which among other things seeks
increase revenues, achieve
sustainability in mining.

“This achievement is in line with
the government’s 7-year program
“National Strategy for Transformation”
and contributes to the responsible,
sustainable and environmentally
friendly development of the mining
sector,” he said.

Rwanda is re-designing the mining
sector in order to transform mining
resources into key drivers of the
country’s growth during the National
Strategy for Transformation.

The mining sector in Rwanda is
going through a transition, as is the
case with many African countries,

moving from its traditional nature of
small-scale exploitation with limited
links to the rest of the economy to
being a major foreign currency earner.

Rwanda has a vision to become
a regional mineral processing hub,
adding value to minerals mined
in Rwanda and the region before
exporting them. The mining sector
has been growing at an average
rate of 20 per cent since 2006-2007
according to government statistics.

Mining and quarrying activities in
Rwanda employ more than 40,000
people. The country targets to further
increase minerals export revenues to
$800 million by 2020 and $1.5 billion
annually by 2024.

LuNa Smelter was established in

2018 by a European Industrial Group
- Luma Holding in partnership with
a Rwandan Investment Group - Ngali
Holdings and was commissioned in
2019, the Smelter started producing
high quality tin ingots.

The firm entered the local market
on acquiring operations of Karuruma
Tin Smelter, whose activities had
stalled following the challenges on the
part of the previous investor, Phoenix
Metal Ltd.

Ngali Holdings, and Luma Holdings,
a Polish firm, co-invested $7 million
(about Rwf6.3 billion) to revive the
operations of the smelter. The facility
is now able to process more than 300
tonnes of cassiterite per month, or
around 12 tonnes a day.
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More countries

confirm 1st COVID-19
cases as govts boost
containment efforts

BEIJING

ARMENIA, the Dominican Repub-
lic, and the Czech Republic joined the
list of countries reporting their first
cases of COVID-19 on Sunday, while the
worst-hit countries have been strength-
ening their efforts in the fight against
the epidemic.

The first confirmed case in the Do-
minican Republic is a 62-year-old tour-
ist from Italy, now in a stable condition
in a military hospital, the country’s
health authority said.

The Czech Republic reported the
first three confirmed cases, two of
which are in Prague’s Na Bulovce Hos-
pital, and the third is in Masaryk Hospi-
tal in Usti nad Labem.

The two men and a woman have all
traveled to Italy recently, said Health
Minister Adam Vojtech. The first con-
firmed case in Armenia is a male Arme-
nian citizen, who returned on Friday
on a repatriation flight from Iran and
on Sunday tested positive for COVID-19.
As a precautionary measure, 30 others
are to be quarantined, according to
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan.

Many countries facing new con-
firmed cases have been stepping up
their efforts against the disease. In the
United Kingdom, local government on
Sunday reported the first confirmed
case in Scotland, bringing the total

number across the UK to 36.

The patient, who recently returned
from northern Italy, is being treated
in isolation, and clinicians have begun
contact tracing. In light of the situation,
the British government has arranged a
meeting of its emergency committee,
to be chaired by British Prime Minister
Boris Johnson on Monday.

The U.S. state of New York confirmed
its first case on Sunday, a woman in her
late 30s who contracted the virus while
traveling in Iran. Meanwhile, Washing-
ton State reported its second coronavi-
rus death on Sunday evening, one day
after it declared a state of emergency
after the first death caused by the dis-
ease in the United States was reported
in the state.

More cases of COVID-19 of unknown
origin have been reported in western
US. states, triggering concern about
local person-to-person spread of the
infectious disease. Oregon reported
a confirmed case of a patient with no
travel history nor close contact with
infected individuals. The U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
has warned the public of an inevita-
ble outbreak of coronavirus within the
country. The Irish Health Department
said Sunday that a secondary school
in the east of Ireland will be closed for
14 days, after links with the first con-
firmed COVID-19 case in the country

Cured COVID-19 patients leave the “Wuhan Livingroom” makeshift hospital in Wuhan, central China’s
Hubei Province, March 1, 2020. The hospital discharged 132 cured COVID-19 patients on Sunday, the

highest number in a day by far. (Xinhua)

were discovered. Meanwhile, the governments of
some of the worst-hit countries have rolled out
extra measures to contain a further spread of the
disease.

South Korea confirmed 476 more cases on Mon-
day, taking the total number of infections to 4,212
and the death toll to at least 22.

With virus infections soaring over the past two
weeks, the country has raised its four-tier virus
alert to the highest level, and designated Daegu
and its neighboring county in the south Cheong-
do as “special care” zones. Daegu, about 300 km
southeast of the capital Seoul, is the epicenter of
the viral spread in the country.

The Daegu outbreak has been closely connect-
ed with the homegrown religious sect Sincheonji,
with 2,113 infections linked to the group as of Sun-
day morning. South Korean President Moon Jae-in
vowed Sunday to overcome the outbreak through
national unity at home and in cooperation with
neighboring countries such as the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, China, Japan, and
nearby Southeast Asian nations.

Japan has reported more than 900 domestic
cases of infection as of Friday, with over 700 re-
lated to the Diamond Princess, a cruise ship previ-
ously quarantined near Tokyo.

The government has said that the coming two-
week period is crucial to containing the spread
of the virus. Many large public events have been

canceled, as per the government’s requirements,
while popular theme parks such as Tokyo Disney-
land and Universal Studios Japan have been tem-
porarily shut.

The government has also asked all elementary,
junior-high and high schools to temporarily close
beginning March 2 for around a month. Hokkaido
has declared a state of emergency in the north-
ernmost prefecture, where at least 66 infections
have been confirmed as of Friday.

Iran’s Ministry of Health and Medical Education
said Sunday that the outbreak has affected 987
people and killed 54 in the country. In the cen-
tral Yazd city, the construction of a hospital for the
exclusive use of treating COVID-19 patients kicked
off on Sunday morning, and is expected to be fin-
ished within days.

Meanwhile, people showing symptoms have
been barred from leaving the city of Qom, where
the country’s first two cases were reported, while
educational centers have been shut down in cities
and provinces seriously hit by the virus. Iran’s par-
liament also said on Friday it would stop working
temporarily.

Italy on Sunday reported a total of 1,577 con-
firmed cases and a death toll of 34. A total of 15
regions and one autonomous province have
seen infections, with most of those infected in
the northern part of the country, including Lom-
bardy, Emilia-Romagna, and Veneto.  Xinhua

Mired in stalemate, Israel holds another election on Netanyahu’s future

JERUSALEM

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu sought re-election
yesterday under the weight of an
imminent corruption trial, with
the country’s third ballot in less
than a year predicted to end in an-
other deadlock.

The election follows inconclu-
sive votes in April and September
that dimmed an aura of political
invincibility enjoyed by Israel’s
longest-serving prime minister,
who has denied any wrongdoing
in the three graft cases against him.

Opinion polls show neither Net-

anyahu’s right-wing Likud nor the
centrist Blue and White party of
his main challenger, former armed
forces chief Benny Gantz, securing
enough votes on their own, or with
coalition allies, for a governing ma-
jority in parliament.

Polls opened at 7 am. (0500
GMT). Israelis have until 10 p.m.
(2000 GMT) to cast their vote, at
which point media outlets can
publish the first exit polls and sig-
nal whether the deadlock was bro-
ken.

More stalemate could push Is-
rael, where a 2020 budget is still
pending, further into economic
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limbo.

Turnout figures will be watched
closely, particularly given the con-
cern over the global coronavirus

outbreak and accusations of mali-
cious rumors about contamination
in areas seen as strongholds for
particular parties.

Voters under home-quarantine,
such as those who have recently
traveled back to Israel from coro-
navirus hot spots, can attend spe-
cial polling stations if they wear a
surgical masks and show no sign of
the disease.

Israel's economy has weathered
the political turmoil, with growth
strong and the labor market tight.
But the longer the stalemate con-
tinues, the heavier the toll, includ-
ing the lack of new money for

health, education, welfare or infra-
structure projects until an annual
budget is approved by parliament.

Netanyahu’s battle to win an un-
precedented fifth term has become
more complicated since the previ-
ous election, having been indicted
on charges of bribery, breach of
trust and fraud over allegations
he granted state favors worth
hundreds of millions of dollars to
Israeli media barons in return for
gifts and favorable coverage.

Netanyahu is due to go on trial
on March 17, when post-election
coalition wheeling and dealing is
likely to be in full swing.

Putin ready to talk over New START’s future with Trump

MOsCoOw

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Pu-
tin said he would be prepared to
hold discussions with US President
Donald Trump on the future of the
Measures for the Further Reduc-
tion and Limitation of Strategic Of-
fensive Arms (New START).

Moreover, refusing to prolong the
agreement would be a mistake, he
told TASS in an interview for the

project entitled “20 Questions with
Vladimir Putin”.

“I can talk about that with him. I
do not mind, I'm well-versed on this
issue, I can discuss it with anyone,”
Putin said, adding that he was up-
to-date on the topic and ready to
discuss it with anyone.

“The New START treaty should
be extended,” he said.

Asked why the US was reluctant
to agree to the treaty’s prolonga-

tion, Putin said that it might have
been due to the way Washington
interpreted security and ways of
maintaining it.

Earlier, Putin invited the United
States to prolong the agreement
without any preconditions. There
has been no reply from Washington
to this day.

New START
Moscow and Washington signed

the Measures for the Further Re-
duction and Limitation of Strategic
Offensive Arms in 2010.

Under its terms, either country
must reduce its strategic offensive
arms in such a way that at the end of
the seventh year following its entry
into force and later on their overall
amounts should not exceed 700
units of deployed inter-continental
ballistic missiles (ICBMs), subma-
rine-launched ballistic missiles

(SLBMs) and heavy bombers, 1,550
warheads and 800 operational and
non-operational missile launchers
and strategic bombers.

The treaty was concluded for a
period of ten years (until Febru-
ary 5, 2021). It can be replaced by
a follow-up agreement before the
deadline expires, or prolonged for
no more than five years (until 2026)
by mutual consent.

Agencies

US-Taliban deal provides hope
for ending war in Afghanistan
but uncertainty remains

THE United States
signed a deal with Af-
ghan Taliban on Satur-
day, framing American
troops’ future exit from
Afghanistan and intra-
Afghan negotiations.

Though the agreement provides hope for the United
States to end its almost two-decade war as well as lasting
peace in the conflict-stricken country, thorny issues still
remain, said experts.

OPENING THE DOOR

Representatives of the United States and the Taliban
signed the long-awaited pact in the Qatari capital city of
Doha, calling for a gradual withdrawal of the U.S. troops
if the Taliban negotiates with the Afghan government and
cuts ties with terrorist groups.

According to a joint statement released by the U.S. and
Afghan governments on Saturday ahead of the signing, the
United States is going to reduce its troops in Afghanistan
from about 13,000 to 8,600 within 135 days after signing
the agreement.

Further withdrawal will depend on Taliban’s meeting
of conditions related to counter-terrorism, the statement
added. Speaking at a press conference in the Afghan capi-
tal of Kabul on Saturday, Afghan President Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani expressed confidence that the country will
“have a national consensus on peace.”

“We have the political will and the capacity to make
peace because of the resilience of our society, the dy-
namism of our economy and the capability of our state.
Afghanistan is a sovereign state. It is an independent
country,” he said. The pact came after over one year’s on-
and-off negotiations between the two sides and a “seven-
day reduction of violence” across Afghanistan.

“The agreement is Washington’s best hope of ending
the longest American war,” noted Carter Malkasian, who
served as senior adviser to U.S. Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff from 2015 to 2019.

“The United States has missed too many opportunities
over the course of its long Afghan war. It need not do so
again,” Malkasian added.

According to the deal, the United States is going to re-
duce its troops to 8,600 in Afghanistan within 135 days,
and will, together with its NATO allies, completely pull out
the remaining troops in the following 14 months if the Tali-
ban sticks to its commitments.

Besides, the pact also sets the stage for intra-Afghan
talks which are expected to begin in early March.

The value of the agreement lies in “opening the door
to an Afghan peace process,” said Laurel Miller, director
of the Asia Program at the think tank International Crisis
Group.

NOT A “PEACE DEAL” ITSELF

Experts also cautioned that it is a step toward negotia-
tions but not a “peace agreement” itself.

Important though it is, the agreement is not actually
a peace deal, said Miller. “It is a chance to get one,” she
added.

“The agreement will break the logjam of the Taliban’s
longstanding unwillingness to sit in talks with the Afghan
government and other Afghan power brokers without first
achieving an American commitment to withdraw forces,”
she noted. The deal itself would neither end the war nor
bring all American troops home, wrote John Allen, presi-
dent of the Brookings Institute, in an article published at
the think tank’s website. Xinhua

Kremlin hopes Russian media outlets
will experience no restrictions in Turkey

MOsCow

THE Kremlin hopes that the Russian media outlets in Tur-
key will not face situations similar to what Sputnik journalists
experienced, Russian Presidential Spokesman Dmitry Peskov
said yesterday.

The Kremlin spokesman added that Russia’s Foreign Min-
istry had already expressed “deep concern over such actions
against media representatives.”

“We, of course, hope that media representatives, all the
more so, those who are working for the Russian media, such as
Sputnik, will not experience any restrictions and will not face
situations similar to what occurred the other day,” the Kremlin
spokesman commented on the detention of Sputnik Turkiye
employees on March 1. Agencies

To cope with global challenges with multilateralism, cooperation

THE sudden outbreak of the novel
coronavirus pneumonia is a reminder
for the world that we are living in a time
when traditional security intertwines
with non-traditional security and when
regional and global issues interconvert.
The human beings are seeing increas-
ing interdependence and their desti-
nies are gradually becoming one.

The Munich Security Conference
held from Feb. 14 to 16 also indicated
such point as the meeting paid close at-
tention to global public health security
and the novel coronavirus epidemic.

At the conference, China introduced
its concerted efforts and achievements
in combating the epidemic, and re-
ceived wide praise from the attendants.
World Health Organization Director-
General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus also recognized the encouraging

steps China has taken to contain the
outbreak at its source, and once again
called for solidarity from the interna-
tional society.

In this silent “war” where no bullet
is used, the entire world has become a
whole and a community with a shared
future.

China’s most comprehensive, strict
and thorough measures to combat the
epidemic represent the largest contri-
bution to global epidemic prevention
and control. Thanks to the country’s
speed and efficiency which play a vital
role in the battle against the virus, and
its active engagement in global coop-
eration, the confirmed cases outside
the country only account for less than
1 percent of the total.

“I have given credit where it’s due,
and I will continue to do that.” Tedros’

remarks echo the common aspiration
of the international society, as China,
which is combating the virus on the
frontline, totally deserves such compli-
ments.

By supporting China, global coun-
tries are supporting their own and the
epidemic prevention and control of the
world.

China is not lonely, because people
across the world are standing closely
with the Chinese people in the hardest
days of the battle. Leaders from more
than 160 countries and international
organizations sent messages of sym-
pathy to China to express strong sup-
port for the country, and people from
many countries also took active actions
to donate money and materials to en-
courage China.

An Indonesian policeman recently

sang the song “Jiayou, Wuhan” (Stay
strong, Wuhan) on social media to show
love; children from a primary school
in Northern Ireland joined together to
perform a Chinese song, Let the World
be Full of Love, for people in China suf-
fering from the coronavirus outbreak;
and Sri Lankans prayed for China’s vic-
tory against the novel coronavirus epi-
demic. To show the power of solidarity
in the epidemic is the choice made by
the people across the world.

A profound lesson has been taught
by the epidemic to the world. At the
Munich Security Conference, the de-
bate over “Westlessness,” which refers
to the loss of common standing of what
it means to be part of the West, reflect-
ed insufficient sense of security.

The world should figure out what
security is and how it can be achieved.

Common, comprehensive, coopera-
tive and sustained security is what the
world needs, as no country in this plan-
et is able to avoid global challenges or
deal with them alone.

Countries must stop dividing the
world into the east and the west, fill the
economic gap between the north and
the south, take the planet on which hu-
man beings rely as a community with
shared lives, and perceive the interna-
tional society as a family, so as to build
a community with a shared future for
mankind.

Only by joining hands and working
together can the world overcome the
global public health challenge. It is a
moment that demonstrates the power
of multilateralism and international co-
operation.

The Group of 77 and the United Na-

tions voiced support for China’s efforts
to combat the epidemic, followed by
the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion, the BRICS countries, ASEAN and
the African Union.

Fifteen members of the Economic
Community of West African States
convened an emergency meeting of
health ministers to coordinate efforts
and cope with the novel coronavirus
outbreak.

A special China-ASEAN foreign min-
isters’ meeting on the novel corona-
virus pneumonia outbreak will also
be held in Laos, which marks another
important meeting between China and
ASEAN on public health cooperation
after the special leaders meeting on the
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
(SARS) outbreak they held in 2003.

People’s Daily
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‘Moment of truth:’ Buttigieg drops out of Democratic race two days before Super Tuesday

WASHINGTON

PETE Buttigieg dropped out of the
race for the Democratic presidential
nomination on Sunday, saying he no
longer saw a chance of winning, the
day after fellow moderate Joe Biden
won a big victory in South Carolina.

The move shook up the Democratic
contest to pick a candidate to take on
Republican President Donald Trump
in November’s election and came two
days before the 14-state Super Tues-
day nominating contests that will of-
fer the biggest electoral prize so far.

Buttigieg (pictured), a 38-year-old
former mayor of South Bend, Indiana,
who gained early momentum after he
narrowly won the Iowa caucuses last
month and finished a close second in
New Hampshire, had sought to unite
Democrats, independents and mod-
erate Republican voters. But he fin-
ished a distant third in Nevada and
fourth in South Carolina.

“Today is a moment of truth ... the

truth is that the path has narrowed
to a close for our candidacy if not for
our cause,” Buttigieg told supporters
in South Bend on Sunday night. “Our
goal has always been to unify Ameri-
cans to help defeat Donald Trump
and to win the era for our values.”

His departure leaves six contenders
in the Democratic presidential race,
which once had more than 20 candi-
dates.

An adviser told Reuters that Butti-
gieg was dropping out to avoid help-
ing the odds of front-runner Bernie
Sanders, a senator from Vermont and
self-described democratic socialist.

“Pete was not going to play the
role of spoiler,” said the adviser, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.
“Could he have went through Super
Tuesday and beyond? Sure. But this
was not a vanity exercise.”

Buttigieg and Biden attempted to
talk by telephone on Sunday but did
not connect, according to a Buttigieg
adviser.

WORLD NEWS

Billionaire environmentalist Tom
Steyer abandoned his bid after finish-
ing third in South Carolina on Satur-
day.

Earlier on Sunday, Democratic can-
didates commemorated the anniver-
sary of a landmark civil rights march
in Alabama in 1965.

Some worshippers at the African-

American church in Selma, Alabama,
where the event was held, turned
their backs on moderate presidential
contender Michael Bloomberg, who
will first appear on ballots on Tues-
day after skipping the first four con-
tests.

Bloomberg, a former New York
mayor, received a chilly reception
at the historic Brown Chapel AME
Church in Selma after the pastor, the
Rev. Leodis Strong, told the gathering
the billionaire businessman initially
had turned down the invitation to
speak.

“I was hurt, I was disappointed,”
Strong said as Bloomberg looked on
stonily. “I think it’s important that he
came, and it shows a willingness on
his part to change.”

About 10 people in the small church
with a couple hundred in attendance
stood up and turned their backs on
Bloomberg as he spoke about racial
inequality. Biden and Bloomberg are
trying to present themselves as the

party’s best choice to take on Trump,
saying Sanders is too far to the left to
win the general election.

JUST AN INSULT’

Black voters are a key Democratic
constituency, and Bloomberg has
been criticized for supporting the
use of a policing practice called stop
and frisk in New York City that en-
couraged police to stop and search
pedestrians and disproportionately
affected blacks and Latinos.

“It’s just an insult for him to come
here. It’s the disrespect for the legacy
of this place,” Lisa Brown, who trav-
eled to Selma from Los Angeles, told
Reuters after turning her back to
Bloomberg. She said the idea to pro-
test Bloomberg’s remarks had circu-
lated but that she stood as an individ-
ual, not an organized group.

The quiet protest suggests Bloom-
berg faces an uphill climb with some
African-American voters, who car-
ried Biden to a resounding victory in
South Carolina. Agencies

[ragi prime minister candldate Allawi quits as vacuum looms

BAGHDAD

IRAQI Prime Minister-desig-
nate Mohammed Allawi with-
drew his candidacy for the post
on Sunday, accusing political
parties of obstructing him, deep-
ening a domestic crisis and
threatening an unprecedented
power vacuum.

His move came hours after
parliament failed for the second
time in a week to approve his
cabinet amid political infighting
in the oil producer, where mass
protests and deadlock between
lawmakers are delaying Iraq’s re-
covery from years of war.

Allawi’s appointment was
meant to ease a crisis as the
Shiite-led country faces a mass
protest movement that broke

out in October and brought
down Prime Minister Adel Abdul
Mahdi.

President Barham Salih will
begin consultations to choose a
new candidate for a new prime
minister within 15 days, the state
news agency said. But Iraq could
end up without a prime minister
in the meantime if Abdul Mahdi,
who stayed on in a caretaker ca-
pacity, also quits on Monday.

He issued a statement late on
Sunday denying social media
reports that he wanted to stay
on, saying he would announce
his intentions on Monday, which
would have been the last day
for Allawi (pictured) to get his
proposed Cabinet approved by
parliament.

Salih appointed Allawi after
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squabbling lawmakers from rival
parties failed for two months to
decide on a successor to Abdul
Mahdi, who resigned in Novem-
ber during mass unrest. Allawi
had one month to form a govern-
ment that was meant to organise
early elections.

“I tried by all possible means
to save Iraq from drifting to the
unknown and to solve the cur-
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rent crisis, but during negotia-
tions I faced many matters,” Al-
lawi said in a statement, accusing
politicians he did not identify of
not being serious about reforms.

Highlighting volatile security,
two blasts could be heard in
central Baghdad early on Mon-
day morning, with two Katyusha
rockets hitting the heavily forti-
fied Green Zone, which houses

government buildings and em-
bassies, security sources said.

One missile landed near the
US Embassy but caused no casu-
alties, the sources said.

The protests, which initially
demanded jobs and services,
quickly turned into calls for the
removal of Irag’s entire ruling
elite. Protesters had opposed Al-
lawi because they view him as
part of the system they want to
bring down.

Security forces and powerful
militia groups have fatally shot
hundreds of mostly unarmed
demonstrators. Around 500
people have been killed in unrest
since October, most of them pro-
testers, according to a Reuters
tally from medics and police.

killed one person and wounded
24 at an anti-government protest
in Baghdad, a police source said.

Government officials say Al-
lawi's Cabinet selection was
heavily influenced by renegade
Shi‘ite cleric Moqtada al-Sadr,
who has gained from the general
chaos in Iraq after the United
States killed a senior Iranian
commander in Baghdad in Janu-
ary. Sadr said in a statement he
supported Allawi for his deci-
sion to withdraw his candidacy
and criticized the parties who
obstructed him.

Sunni and Kurdish political
groups that stood to lose port-
folios in a Cabinet of ostensible
independents have vehemently
opposed Allawi’s choices.
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Australian treasurer
accused of racism
towards Hindus

CANBERRA

AUSTRALIA'S  Treasurer Josh
Frydenberg has been accused of
making “racist” comments about Hin-
duism in the parliament.

Frydenberg made several refer-
ences to Hinduism and other Indian
religions in Parliament on Thursday
while responding to the Opposition
Labor Party’s proposal to pursue a
“wellbeing budget.”

“They (Labor) are inspired by their
spiritual leader, the member for
Rankin,” he said, referring to Labor’s
treasury spokesperson Jim Chalmers.

“I was thinking yesterday, as the
member for Rankin was coming into
the chamber fresh from his Ashram
deep in the mountains of the Hima-
layas barefoot in the chamber, robes
flowing, incense burning, beads in
one hand, wellbeing budget in the
other, I thought to myself: ‘What
yoga position the member for Rankin
would assume ... to deliver the first
wellbeing budget?””

In a statement issued on Saturday
night, the Hindu Council of Australia
described the comments as “brazen,
racist and Hindu-phobic,” calling for
an apology.

“The comments made by Mr
Frydenberg are derisive and very of-
fensive to the Hindu community,” the
statement said.

It also criticized Prime Minister
Scott Morrison and other senior
members of the government for
laughing at Frydenberg’s statement.

“What is more unsettling to the
Hindu community is that the floor of
the house, the shrine of democracy,
was used as the stage to disrespect
the Hindu community,” the council
said. “This behavior shows a lack of
respect to the Hindu community and
undermines deep faith in multicul-
turalism that we all, as Australians,

On Sunday, security forces

Agencies

are so proud about.”

Agencies

Chinese hospitals discharge over 10,000
recovered patients of coronavirus infection Y

A TOTAL of 10,844 patients in-
fected with the novel coronavirus
had been discharged from hospi-
tals after recovery by the end of
Feb. 16, the Joint Prevention and
Control Mechanism of China’s
State Council announced at a
press conference on Monday.

There were 7,264 suspected
cases and 57,934 confirmed cases
of novel coronavirus infection in
31 provincial-level regions and
the Xinjiang Production and Con-
struction Corps as of Feb. 16, and
10,644 remained in severe and
critical condition, according to
statistics from National Health
Commission (NHC).

China had received reports of a
total of 70,548 confirmed cases of
novel coronavirus infection and
1,770 deaths by the end of Feb. 16,
the health authority added.

The number of the daily new
confirmed cases outside Hubei
province has been dropping for 13
consecutive days as of Feb. 16, and
the number of the newly reported
deaths also remained low.

On Feb.16, a total of 115 new con-
firmed cases of novel coronavirus
infection were reported in China
outside Hubei.

So far, 29 provincial-level re-
gions and armed forces in China
have dispatched more than

Cured COVID-19 patients are seen at the “Wuhan Livingroom”
makeshift hospital in Wuhan, central China’s Hubei Province, on
Sunday. The hospital discharged 132 cured COVID-19 patients on
Sunday, the highest number in a day by far. (Xinhua)

30,000 medical staff to assist in
the fight against the epidemic in
the epicenter Wuhan, capital of
Hubei province, introduced Guo
Yanhong, an official with the NHC
at the press conference.

About 11,000 specialists for
intensive care have been sent to
Wuhan as the city sees a large

number of patients in severe and
critical conditions, and the num-
ber makes up to approximately
10 percent of the country’s total
number of intensive care medics,
Guo noted.

Three top-level medical groups
led by Chinese academicians,
namely Zhong Nanshan, Li Lan-

juan and Wang Chen, have also
joined the fight at the frontline to
explore new therapeutic schemes
and technologies, Guo said.

Besides, a total of 22 national
emergency medical rescue teams
and three mobile P3 laboratories
had gathered in the hard-hit city,
the NHC official said.

More than 630 traditional Chi-
nese medicine hospitals in 28
provinces have sent over 3,100
medical staff to assist Hubei with
the fight against the novel corona-
virus.

Traditional Chinese medicine
has so far been applied to treat
60,107 patients of novel corona-
virus infection, or 85.2 percent of
the country’s confirmed cases. In
areas outside Hubei, 87 percent
of the patients who received tra-
ditional Chinese medicine treat-
ment have been discharged from
hospitals or seen improved condi-
tions.

The average time from the
onset of symptoms of the novel
coronavirus to diagnosis has been
shortened to 4.95 days in China,
which has proven that early and
timely treatment is an effective
way to improve the recovery rate,
Guo said.

People’s Daily

UK to drive hard bargain with
USin post-BreXlt trade talks - PM

LONDON

BRITAIN and the United
States are set to begin transat-
lantic trade talks, the Depart-
ment for International Trade
(DIT) announced yesterday.

The British government pub-
lished its negotiating objectives
for the post-Brexit free trade
agreement with its largest bi-
lateral trading partner, saying
it would deliver a 3.4-billion-
pound (US$4.36-billion) boost
to the British economy.

Manufacturers of ceramics,
cars, food and drink, and pro-
fessional services including ar-
chitects and lawyers are among
the British industries expected
to be the biggest winners from
tariff-free access to the US mar-
ket, said the DIT.

“We’re going to drive a hard
bargain to boost British indus-
try. Trading Scottish smoked
salmon for Stetson hats, we will
deliver lower prices and more
choices for our shoppers. Most
importantly, this transatlan-
tic trade deal will reflect the
unique closeness of our two
great nations,” said Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson.

The trade talks will alternate
between Britain and the United
States.
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The DIT said the agreement
will deliver for the whole of
Britain, with Scotland and the
northeast and midlands re-
gions of England forecast to
benefit most from removing
barriers to trade with the Unit-
ed States.

A British government analy-
sis published Monday shows
the British economy will ben-
efit from a 3.4-billion-pound
boost, with the new trade deal
increasing transatlantic trade
flows by 15.3 billion pounds
(US$19.58 billion).

“The negotiating objectives
set out that any future agree-
ment must protect our NHS
(National Health Service) and
uphold our high standards on
food safety and animal wel-
fare. The agreement will also

include a chapter on digital
trade, to maximize opportuni-
ties for businesses to trade digi-
tally across the Atlantic,” said
the DIT.

On the British side, talks will
be overseen by Crawford Fal-
coner, the DIT’s chief trade ne-
gotiation adviser. Falconer was
New Zealand’s former chief
negotiator and ambassador to
the World Trade Organization
(WTO).

The British government will
shortly set out negotiating ob-
jectives for Australia, Japan and
New Zealand, with the aim of
having 80 percent of total Brit-
ish external trade covered by
free trade agreements by 2022,
the DIT said.

“Striking ambitious free
trade agreements with our
partners around the world is
one of the key opportunities of
Britain becoming an independ-
ent trading nation once again,”
said International Trade Secre-
tary Liz Truss.

“This deal with our biggest
single trading partner will cut
red tape for our small busi-
nesses, cut tariffs for our great
products from dairy to cars
and increase growth in all four
nations,” Truss added.

Xinhua

Free deliveries may answer Africa’s online commerce challenge

By Bloomberg

IN the three years since becom-
ing an agent for mobile e-com-
merce company Copia Global Inc,
Samuel Kihara has boosted rev-
enue at his general store fivefold,
opened a second shop, bought
land and a truck and moved his
children to private school.

“The commissions I earn as a
Copia agent have been my work-
ing capital,” Kihara, 48, said as he
stood in green overalls at his small
shop in Kawaida, a village 23km
north of Kenya’s capital, Nairobi.
“All this has been possible due to
money from the business.”

Copia takes mobile-phone
orders for goods ranging from
kitchen appliances to tinned food
and delivers them to remote parts

of Kenya within about two days at
no extra cost. That's when Kihara
and about 6,000 other agents in
the country come in. They own
businesses such as a shop or
hairdresser that Copia can use as
a central delivery point - and earn
a commission on every order.

Copia’s slogan, Maisha Rabhisi,
means ‘simple life’ in Swahili. The
company, founded in 2013 by
American social entrepreneurs
Tracey Turner and Jonathan
Lewis, is still making a loss. But its
sales are growing at a rate of 15% a
month in Kenya, a country whose
citizens have been quick to take
up mobile e-commerce services
ranging from money transfers to
digital-loans.

“The model solves a number of

issues in terms of merchandising
that exist in rural areas on the
continent,” said Future Advisory
founder Herman Singh, a former
executive at wireless giant MTN
Group Ltd and one-time board

member of Africa’s biggest e-com-

merce business, Jumia Technolo-
gies AG. “The challenge is doing
this at a profit. The models don’t
compute unless you have huge
scale on your side.”

750 million

While Copia currently serves
just over a fifth of Kenya’s rural
population, Tim Steel, its chief

executive officer, has bigger ambi-

tions. His target market is Africa’s
750-million middle and low
income consumers, who spend

US$680 billion a year.

Within 18 months Steel expects
to have 18,000 agents, he said,
and to have begun expanding into
Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania.
He expects the company to turn a
profit within two years, though he
declined to give financial details.

“We are able to deliver a
package at one-sixth of the price
than any other best in class e-
commerce business in the world,”
Steel said. We aggregate “multiple
orders, rather than having a one-
on-one delivery system that prices
alot of customers out.”

That may give Copia an advan-
tage over rival Africa-focused on-
line retailers such as Jumia, which
has been dubbed the continent’s
version of Amazon. Founded by

two Frenchmen in 2012, Jumia
listed in the US last year to great
fanfare but is also yet to turn a
profit, and the stock has slumped
71 percent since the initial public
offering. It operates in 11 African
countries from Morocco to Nigeria
and Kenya.

Malaicha.com, which allows
groceries purchased in South Af-
rica to be collected in Zimbabwe
at a small number of collection
points, operates a similar system
to Copia, albeit on a much smaller
scale.

“The biggest problem of
Africa is always the logistics,” said
Christophe Meunier, a partner
at telecommunications advisory
firm Delta Partners. “It is likely to
take time and financial resources

to be able to build those routes
that are under-served and not
well established at scale.”

Copia will need to access more
finance if it is to proceed with its
plans and is hopeful it can raise
funding in the early part of 2021,
though it isn’t yet considering a
listing.

“We will need further invest-
ment,” Steel said.

Royal help

Copia raised US$26 million
last year in a funding round led
by LGT Lightstone, an impact
investment company owned by
Liechtenstein’s royal family. The
company is currently owned by
between 30 and 40 investors
including LGT and DOB Equity,

afund based in the Netherlands,
said Steel.

“It is providing middle and
low-income African consumers
with access to quality goods at low
prices,” LGT said in a response to
questions. “Copia is leap-fogging
retail.”

So far it has been well received
by Kenyan customers.

“The savings are great, we
are happy,” said John Kamau, a
55-year-old who drives a motor-
ized rickshaw taxi in Githurai 45,
on the outskirts of Nairobi. He
uses Copia to send his mother
feed for her dairy cows 140 kilo-
meters away, saving her a journey
of as much as six hours to the
closest outlet. “She is happy.”

Agencies
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Vodacom Tanzania PLC Head of Sales for Coast Region and Dar es Salaam Zone, George Venant (L), hands
over a 1m/- dummy cheque to KMC FC forward, Sadallah Lipangile, after aVVodacom Premier League match
pitting KMC FC against Simba, which took place in Dar es Salaam on Sunday, with Simba winning 2-0.
Lipangile received 1m/~ in cash prize from the firm after he was voted as the clash'’s best player. Loking on (C)
is Vodacom team leader, Felician Benedict. PHOTO; VODACOM TANZANIA

Haji Manara spits fire at Simba
SC branch launch in Meru

BY CORRESPONDENT MARC NKWAME - ARUSHA

IT was mirth and noise when Simba Sports
Club’s information officer, Haji Manara, hit Aru-
meru in Arusha last weekend.

Manara made scene in the Eastern part of
Arumeru District, where he inaugurated a new
branch for his team at the Usa-River Township
over the weekend.

Hundreds of Simba SC supporters flocked
the inauguration event held in the Engaresero
Ward of Usa-River, in Arumeru where Manara
boasted to be the only popular spokesperson
of ‘any team’ in both the country and Africa as
whole.

The Simba mouthpiece added that the foot-
ball club was ‘people oriented ‘and also ‘much
respected’ in the country.

“Simba means ‘Lion’ and when the king of
the jungle roars, who dare stand up against it?
This is a club made up of strong people, those
who are never afraid, thus let no person try to
intimidate you,” Manara who was on tour of
Arusha and Kilimanjaro recently maintained.

Apparently the current Arumeru District
Commissioner, Jerry Muro, was previously the

information officer for Simba rivals, Young Af-
ricans SC (Yanga).

In addition to opening Simba Sports Club
branch at Usa-River, in Meru, Manara also used
the opportunity to supply books for religious
studies in all schools within Arumeru.

“The books will both be for Islam and Chris-
tendom teachers and pupils or students in the
vast District,” he disclosed.

The books, he disclosed, will be supplied in
all primary and secondary schools of Meru,
as well as churches and Madrasats around the
precinct.

He explained that, a well-placed Catholic
bishop will assist him in this endeavour.

Chairman of the newly launched Simba
Sports Club branch at Usa-River, Humphrey
Msuya, said the Ngaresero branch has nearly
75 members, for starters.

He pointed out it will soon grow to become
one of the largest yet.

“We are now encouraging more members
to enlist and buy cards and soon the branch
will become really busy with series of activities
both in sports and community development,”
Msuya stated.

Sports meet tourism as Japan junior
soccer club lands in Manyara

BY CORRESPONDENT MARC NKWAME, ARUSHA

A DELEGATION of Japanese soccer players,
members of the Wakatake Football Club, spent
an entire week in Arusha, sampling the North-
ern Zone’s tourist attractions and climaxing the
whole thing with a football extravaganza in the
city.

The Wakatake Football Club delegation
visited, among other places, the Ngorongoro
Conservation Area and Lake Manyara National
Park, before locking horns with Future Stars
Sports Academy of Arusha for a friendly soc-
cer match which was staged at the Tanganyika
Game Trackers (TGT) grounds on the lower
side of Ngaramtoni, in the outskirts of the Aru-
sha city.

Dubbed the “‘Wakatake Future Stars Academy
Cup, the event featured the U-11 and U-20 play-
ers and, as far as the Director of Future Stars is
concerned, that was one of the lined up strate-
gies to give their youth more exposure through
facing foreign teams in soccer competitions.

“We are in fact intending to invite the Japan
youth team to return here next December to
participate in the 2020 instalment of East Afri-
can Youth Football (Chipkizi Cup) tournament

scheduled for the end of this year in the city,”
Alfred Itaeli, the FSA Director said.

The ‘Wakatake Future Stars Academy Cup,’
event, involved seven local clubs as well as
the visiting Japanese squad totaling eight. The
teams include, Jaffery Academy, Bishop Durn-
ing, Saint Patrick Academy, UWC (Former ISM),
New Vision, Olasiti Youth and the Future Stars
team.

During the football episode, Bishop Durning
team thrashed the Wakatake team 2-O in the
U-20 group finals, while the Saint Patrick team
managed to Beat Future Stars 4-O in the U-11
group slotting.

The Director of Wakatake Sports Academy,
Takeshi Inawaka, described their Tanzania ex-
perience as spellbinding.

“We have sampled the local culture, tourist
sites as well as getting the opportunity to play
against local youth teams,” he said.

According to Takeshi Inawaka, they have ac-
cepted the Future Stars invitation and plan to
come to Arusha next December and play dur-
ing the ‘Chipkizi Cup 2020'.

“We intend to ship here, two or three youth
soccer teams for the event,” the Japanese team
leader said.

Mainland Premier

League talking points

BY  CORRESPONDENT
MWEBE

MICHAEL

BIG guns Yanga and Azam FC
dug out important three-points,
while Namungo FC won again and
the Biashara United ship kept for-
aging onwards.

These and a couple more talk-
ing points in another thrilling
match day weekend in the Vod-
acom Premier League 2019/20
campaign.

Azam FC grinds out win

Andrew Simchimba’s late win-
ner saw Azam FC come away with
a win over JKT Tanzania to main-
tain their hold on second place.

It is safe to say that nobody ex-
pects Azam FC to win the league
given the gap and inconsistent
form but they are mathematically
still in it.

Mwadui FC makes it two on the
trot

Mwadui FC managed to win
their second game in succession
for the first time this season with
a 2-0 victory over Coastal Union.
Goals from Raphael Aloba and
Musa Nampaka gave them three
valuable points.

The Shinyanga-based side were
coming off an impressive win over
fellow Lake Zone club, Mbao FC,
that are currently struggling in
lower positions. The win pushed
Mwadui FC out of the automatic
relegation zone.

Mtibwa Sugar get a much need-
ed win

Mtibwa Sugar finally had some-
thing to celebrate when they
came away with a 2-0 win against
Ndanda FC on Saturday evening.
They jumped one point ahead of
the relegation spots.

It was a relief for Mtibwa Sugar
head coach Zuberi Katwila who
had seen his team endure a night-
mare run of nine matches without
awin after winning the 2020 Map-
induzi Cup in Zanzibar.

Ditram Nchimbi hits top gear

With David Molinga and Patrick
Sibomana’s absence dominat-
ing the pre-match discussion for
Yanga on Saturday, head coach
Luc Eymaels decision to field
Nchimbi as a central striker paid
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Yanga defender, Lamine Moro (R), challenges Prisons’ striker, Paul Peter , during a Vodacom Premier League duel,
which was held at National Stadium in Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO; COURTESY OF TFF

handsomely.

Nchimbi did what was asked of
him by grabbing a brace to push
his season’s goal tally to five.

Biashara United continues to
climb

When Kenyan coach Francis
Baraza arrived to replace Amri
Said in November, he inherited a
club that was deep in the relega-
tion zone having picked up only
eight points from 10 league games
prior to the gaffer being appoint-
ed.

The Musoma club were 17th in
the table when Baaza took over,
but, just short of three months lat-
er, they sit ninth after Saturday’s
1-0 win over Mbeya City FC, only
four points behind fifth-placed
Polisi Tanzania.

They have won seven suc-
cessive home matches turning
Karume Stadium into a slaughter-

house. A solid defense means they
have only lost two away matches
while picking valuable draws to
accumulate points.

Kagera Sugar look weary

Head coach Mecky Mexime
has assembled a side that is a joy
to watch. His Kagera Sugar side
is well structured and organized.
However, Saturday’s 1-1 draw at
Kaitaba left them with one win in
their last six matches.

Their squad is small and they
recently have been showing signs
of tiredness. Kelvin Sabato Kon-
gwe has been a great addition in
the striking department, however
apart from him the squad largely
picks itself.

They have lost ground to Polisi
Tanzania, Coastal Union and Na-
mungo FC in the race for top four.
It would be a great shame if their
season was to unravel due to fa-

tigue.

Tight relegation battle

It was a tough weekend for the
bottom four teams in the league.
Two of them lost their games. The
19th and 15th places are separated
by a mere five points.

Ndanda FC (15th) went 2-0 down
to Mtibwa Sugar. Mbao FC (18th)
lost 2-0 to Mwadui FC. Mbeya City
FC (16th) lost 1-O against Biashara
United.

The race of who is getting boot-
ed out of the league is even tighter.
With 13 matches to go all six teams
have their fate in their own hands
but Singida United look like they
will need a miracle to avoid the
drop.

Singida United are nine points
off their fellow relegation candi-
dates, the fact that they have won
only two matches means they are
very unlikely to bridge that gap.

Absa Bank Tanzania's Head of Marketing and Corporate Relations, Aron Luhanga (L), congratulates one of the marathoners sponsored by the bank to compete in
42km race of the Kilimanjaro Marathon 2020 held in Moshi on Sunday. Absa Tanzania sponsored drinks and refreshment for runners. PHOTO; ABSATANZANIA

Absa Tanzania pledges

more support in sports

BY GUARDIAN REPORTER

ABSA Bank Tanzania has prom-
ised to keep on supporting differ-
ent sports events in the country
after the bank’s successful sponsor-
ship of this year’s Kilimanjaro Mara-
thon held in Moshi, Kilimanjaro on
Sunday.

Speaking during the event in
Moshi, Head of Marketing and Cor-
porate Relations for Absa Bank

Tanzania, Aron Luhanga said, it is
known by many that Absa Group
is the main sponsor of the English
Premier League (EPL).

The bank, according to him, as
well sponsors South Africa’s Pre-
mier Soccer League, hence there
was nothing to stop them widen
their sponsorship in Tanzania for
more sports apart from athletics.

“We believe in ‘africanacity’ on
assisting either people or our cus-

tomers to achieve their targets. By
sponsoring Kilimanjaro Marathon
we believe that we assist athletics
to achieve their dreams,” he dis-
closed.

“This is our second time to spon-
sor Kili Marathon and we are very
happy to be part of Kili Marathon’s
success as sports stakeholders in
Tanzania,” he added.

“We call on people to participate
in sports and exercise for the bet-

terment of their health, we also
urge them to join Absa Bank Tanza-
nia to get better financial services
as we have improved our services
after changing our name.”

Absa Tanzania not only spon-
sored drinks and refreshment cen-
ter, but also sent some of the bank’s
staff and customers to participate
in the world famous Kilimanjaro
Marathon.
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Pique: This Real ‘one
of the worst’ I've faced

MADRID

GERARD Pique claims the cur-
rent Real Madrid side is one of the
worst he has faced at the Santiago
Bernabeu despite being part of a
Barcelona team that fell to a 2-0
defeat in Sunday’s Clasico.

Barca missed several first-half
chances before second-half strikes
from Vinicius Junior and substi-
tute Mariano Diaz sealed a win
which took Madrid back above the
Catalans at the top of the table.

“We are upset,” Pique told re-
porters. “We thought we could get
a good result here because Madrid
came into the game in bad shape.
It was one of the worst Madrid
sides I've faced at the Bernabeu in
the first half.

“I don’t say that as a criticism
of them. We all have problems --
we aren’t doing that well, either.
But we missed an opportunity.
We had control of the game and if
we take advantage of a couple of
our chances it leaves them with a
mountain to claim.”

Barca will look back at the
openings spurned by Antoine
Griezmann, Arthur Melo and Lio-
nel Messi in the first 45 minutes.
Griezmann fired over when well-
placed and Arthur and Messi were
both foiled by goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois.

Madrid, who were beaten by
Manchester City in the Champions
League in midweek, had failed to
win any of their last three homes
games in all competitions.

A victory for Barca would have
extended their lead at La Liga’s
summit to five points. Instead,
they end the weekend one point
behind their Clasico rivals, al-
though with 12 games still to go
Pique points out everything is still
to play for.

“We missed a chance to hurt
them,” he added. “We have to play
better than in the second half. We
lost balls and they grew in confi-
dence and pinned us back. It feels
like a missed opportunity, espe-
cially in the first half. We could
have killed the game off.

“This result strengthens them,
obviously. It’'s a morale boost. It
knocks us but we’re not sunk. We
can still win La Liga if we do things
well until the end of the season.
We have to improve on our sec-
ond-half display but there is still a
long way to go.”

Madrid defender Sergio Ramos
laughed off Pique’s comments,
saying he would happily sacrifice
performances for results against
Barcelona.

“I would take playing as badly
in the first half as he thinks we
played if it meant winning every
Clasico,” he told reporters, resist-
ing the urge to make similarly dis-
paraging comments about Barca.

“Not at all,” Ramos said when
asked if this was one of the worst
Barca sides in recent years. “I
didn’t think they were bad. T re-
spect the way they play.”

Following back-to-back defeats
against City and Levante, Madrid
coach Zinedine Zidane was happy
to get back to winning ways as Los
Blancos look to prevent the Blau-
grana winning a third straight La
Liga title.

“I think we deserved the win
for everything we did, defensively
and offensively” the Frencman
said in a news conference.

“The first half was even. Our
high press wasn’t perfect but in
the second half it was much better.
They’re three important points
because it’s been a difficult week.”

(Agencies)

Man City beat Villa to win
third Carabao Cup in a row

LONDON

MANCHESTER City edged past As-
ton Villa to claim their third consecu-
tive Carabao Cup with a 2-1 victory at
Wembley on Sunday.

Sergio Aguero and Rodri scored in
the first half to earn Pep Guardiola’s
side the first domestic trophy of the
season.

Mbwana Samatta grabbed a goal
back for Villa but they failed to com-
plete the comeback in their first Wem-
bley cup final since 2015.

Aguero opened the scoring after
19 minutes when he finished off Phil
Foden’s headed assist from close
range.

Rodri made it 2-0 when he headed
home from a corner but there was
controversy because Villa should
have been awarded a goal kick as the
ball went off Tlkay Gundogan.

City dominated possession but Vil-
la got back into the game just before
the break when John Stones slipped

under pressure and Anwar El-Ghazi
delivered a fine cross for Samatta to
head home.

Foden almost scored City’s third
early in the second half but his shot
went narrowly wide.

In the last three minutes, Villa came
close to scoring an equaliser but Clau-
dio Bravo tipped Bjorn Engels’ header
onto the post.

City became the first side to win the
competition three seasons in a row
since Liverpool claimed four straight
titles from 1981 to 1984.

“Three times in a row is a big suc-
cess. It’s the consistency, incredible,”
Guardiola said.

“It was awesome. We struggled in
the first minutes and the last ones.
They had two clear chances in the
first minutes but we played really
well, especially in the second half.

“Big success, our second title of the
season with the Community Shield,
it’s so nice.”

(Agencies)

De Gea is the world’s
best despite error - Ole

LIVERPOOL

MANCHESTER United manager Ole
Gunnar Solskjaer has defended goal-
keeper David De Gea after his howler
against Everton, branding the Span-
iard “the best in the world.”

De Gea’s clearance cannoned in off
Dominic Calvert-Lewin to give Everton
an early lead before Bruno Fernandes
equalised to earn United a 1-1 draw at
Goodison Park on Sunday.

De Gea redeemed himself with a
wonderful save to deny Gylfi Sigurds-
son in the final minutes but has now
made seven errors leading directly to a
goal since the start of last season -- the
joint-most with Martin Dubravka and
Bernd Leno.

“David has shown here his reaction,
the way he made amends and saved
Sigurdsson’s shot at the end,” Solskjaer
said.

“David is, for me, the best goalkeep-
er in the world. He went through a dif-
ficult patch last season but he has been
very, very good this season.

“I can’t remember any goals this sea-
son apart from the Watford one. I trust

David 100%.”

De Gea, who signed a new long-term
contract in September, is under pres-
sure from No. 2 Sergio Romero, who
kept a clean sheet against Club Brugge
on Thursday, and Dean Henderson,
who is impressing on loan at Sheffield
United.

Henderson is also under contract
with United and has put himself in
position to be named in the England
squad for this summer’s European
Championship.

Sources have told ESPN that Chelsea
and Paris Saint-Germain are interested
in signing Henderson this summer.

“We want the best possible squad
for Man United and Dean is our play-
er,” Solskjaer added.

“He is doing really well at the mo-
ment and the day he comes back he
is fighting to play, but we want a squad
that is full of quality and competition.
If you want to survive at the top you
need to bounce off competition right,
left and centre.”

(Agencies)

Football now grinds to a halt as

BERLIN

GAMES across Germany were inter-
rupted and delayed over the weekend
due to offensive banners, highlight-
ing a growing rift between the game’s
governing body and the sport’s pas-
sionate ultras.

Stadium announcers in Dortmund
and Berlin threatened calling the
games off unless the banners were re-
moved, while Bayern Munich’s match
at Hoffenheim finished in farcical
scenes as the players from both sides
kicked the ball to each other to wind
the final 10 minutes off the clock.

The interruptions are broadly sym-
bolic of a fierce debate in German
football between fans of traditional
clubs and those of newer teams who
have been bankrolled by investors
and private owners.

The protests have targeted the Ger-
man Football Association (DFB) and
its decision to hand down a two-year
ban to Dortmund fans from travelling
to the club’s games against Hoffen-
heim, after the Dortmund fans held
up offensive banners.

The move has however only served
to call fans into action over what
they see as “collective punishment”.
The fans won support from Cologne
captain Jonas Hector after Saturday’s
victory over Schalke, as he asked why
should “20,000 people who have sup-
ported us for the entire 90 minutes
be punished for the actions of a few?”

Much of the rancour has been di-
rected at Hoffenheim benefactor
Dietmar Hopp, who has been widely
criticised by fans after circumventing
the league’s fan-ownership laws in or-
der to invest more than 350 million
euros ($387 million) into the village
club, bringing it into the first division
in the process.

Offensive banners critical of Hopp
have found their way into the stands
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Bundesliga banner insults escalate
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Hoffenheim's billionaire investor Dietmar Hopp (C) was the target of an offensive banner unfurled by Bayern Munich fans (AFP Photo)

in several fan blocks in recent weeks,
including depictions of Hopp’s face
in crosshairs while also calling him a
“son of a bitch”.

- ‘No excuses’ -

Bayern Munich chairman Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge stood side-by-
side with Hopp during Saturday’s
fixture, shaking his head and plead-
ing with his side’s fans to remove the
banners.

After the game, Rummenigge said
he was “deeply ashamed” of the fans.
“Iapologised to him (Hopp), but there
are no excuses for what the fans did.”

Hopp himself said on Sunday that
he had “no interest in dealing with
people who have insulted me mas-

sively for years and want no consen-
sus at all”.

While he thanked the players on
Saturday for taking a stand, he said
similar stances needed to be taken
against anyone “sewing the seeds of
hate”.

“Insults against everyone are to be
condemned, no matter where and in
what form. All racist and homopho-
bic insults must be punished with all
consequences.”

There are however some in Ger-
man football who feel that interrupt-
ing and even abandoning matches is
not the right cause of action as it will
only serve to rile up supporters.

Union Berlin boss Oliver Ruhnert,

whose side’s home match against
Wolfsburg on Sunday was delayed
for more than 10 minutes due to ban-
ners targeting Hopp, said he wanted
to avoid a situation “where I have to
interrupt each and every game soon.
I see that quite critically.”

While saying that banners such as
those targeting Hopp were a “no go”,
he believes the DFB need to act in a
less antagonistic fashion and priori-
tise opening up a dialogue with sup-
porters.

“The fans have a right to objectively
criticise. It is always about being in
conversation with one another and
communicating.”

AFP

Vinicius isn’t perfect, but he’s turned
the title race in Real Madrid’s favour

BY GRAHAM HUNTER, ESPN SPAIN WRITER

HIS goal wasn't a thing of beauty, he’s
a work in progress, and I'm not trying
to sell you the idea that Vinicius Junior
is about to threaten the Ballon d'Or
podium. But let’s not beat around the
bush: We are watching a brave, techni-
cally talented, uplifting young mustang
of a footballer who has just turned the
La Liga title race firmly back in Real Ma-
drid’s favour. This Clasico has also been
the scene of further proof that the one-
on-one tutorials Zinedine Zidane has
been offering his star pupil, on the quiet,
isolated fields of Valdebebas out by Ma-
drid’s Barajas airport, are in the process
of giving Vinicius wings.

There’s a terrible predilection among
many fans, too many in the media and
some ex-professionals to take the easy
route when analysing a footballer. The
temptation, because it’s easier and prob-
ably makes more headline-grabbing
statements, is to criticise, to spotlight
things a guy can’t do, does badly or that
are frustrating.

It's a growing trend. The more infor-
mation there is bounding around, the
more that people judge on measurables
that don’t reflect the real, chaotic, “who
dares wins” nature of high-tension,
high-stakes football. So it’s facile, and
like consuming meaningless carbs from
comfort food, when people stick to the
boring refrain: “But look what Vinicius
does close to goal” or “He’s still too er-
ratic in the final third.”

That he scored the match-breaking,
title-turning goal here isn’t the sole point
-- not by any means. Vinicius’ deflected
winning goal now makes it a hat trick
of the most recent vital matches at Ma-
drid’s stadium he has impacted.

Let your mind trot back to the Madrid
derbi in February. Zidane got it wrong
in the first half, changed up during the
break and brought on two wide players.
Vinicius played terrifically, used his left
wing beat to flick a tremendous pass for
Ferland Mendy to burst into the Atletico
penalty area and serve up the winner
for Karim Benzema. Then, in midweek,
although Los Blancos lost to Manchester
City, it was Vinicius who served up Ma-
drid’s opener to Isco for the 1-0 goal.

OK, they didn’'t win, but that’s not the
fault of this young Brazilian buck.

I'm ignoring his goal that broke the
Champions League tie in Bruges be-
cause it was away from home and late
last year, but believe me when I tell you
we’re watching the maturing of a special
talent. However, it’s the industrial rub-
ber nature of his confidence that I like.
Or perhaps let’s make that his unshak-
able belief in himself, no matter how
many times he doesn’t pull off a move,
how many times the media pigeonhole
him as incapable of bringing home the
bacon or how many times the stadium
groans rather than roars.

If a kid is born with talent, technical
ability and speed, they are huge advan-
tages. But if he’s incapable of withstand-
ing pressure, permanently susceptible
to catching a cold and staying home
every time the weather is against him,
then those talents are wasted. Vinicius
is, without doubt, full of bounce-back
ability. He tries to take his man on and
if it doesn’t work, he’s not thrown. He
doesn’t shrivel as so many footballers,
even when they are older or more expe-
rienced, do.

It's not about personal failure, it’s
about how you respond when you feel
that the world is against you, when you
feel that your teammates are doubting
you, when you begin to think. Take,
for example, Junior Firpo, Barcelona’s
left-back who Quique Setien dropped

because the kid is filled with fear of get-
ting it wrong instead of risking getting
it right. When that mindset takes hold,
that’'s when you're in trouble.

Vinicius broke open the game Sunday,
and even if Marc-Andre ter Stegen was
beaten because Gerard Pique deflected
the young Brazilian’s shot at goal, he
made his own luck.

To my mind it was what happened
next that made this extra special for the
19-year-old. Sequentially, he set about
making sure that Barcelona didn’t have a
way back into this match. From the 79th
minute until the end, he darted back
and robbed the ball off Arthur when his
fellow Brazilian was imperiously stand-
ing over the ball planning his next move;
Vinicius nipped in and burgled posses-
sion before the Barcelona midfielder
was even conscious he'd left his back
door open. A minute or so later, it was
Nelson Semedo who was out-paced and
out-tussled for the ball.

Vinicius was up for everything but,
importantly, he was contributing in
precisely the area Madrid most needed:
denying Barcelona any time or space to
create or believe.

When Vinicius is spoken about, the
debate is monochromatic, mostly be-
cause a lot of football analysis and de-
bate today is sheep-like. Someone will
point out, reasonably enough, that given
Vinicius’s propensity to create space on
the left, to bring the ball out of the air

with a simple, confident touch of thigh,
chest or right foot, his end product isn't
like a metronome.

What's rarely spoken about is his
willingness to drop back, to press, to de-
fend, to rob, to work until he’s exhaust-
ed. Winger’s don't generally do that, but
Vinicius isn’t generally lauded for what
he does like, for example, away at Ge-
tafe earlier this year when the 0-3 goal
came from his willingness to drop back
to the corner flag and help Mendy clear
to Gareth Bale who set up Federico Val-
verde who gave the goal to Luka Modric.
Vinicius was at the heart of the counter-
attack.

Well, here, on Sunday in the rain with
Barcelona vainly trying to claw a way
back into the Clasico, Vinicius’ next
move was to rob the slow and unsure
players on the edge of their box and
break through such that Ter Stegen had
to make a one-v-one diving save to pre-
vent a second goal. But because Mariano
Diaz’s goal -- scored by a guy who grew
up nearer the Camp Nou than most of
Barcelona’s current squad -- made it 2-0,
it'll be lost on most analysts and most
fans that it was Vinicius, with six minutes
left, in his own corner area, on Madrid’s
right, who robbed Semedo when the
Portuguese was trying to mount a point-
saving attack. Vinicius had tracked back,
made a nuisance of himself and cleared
the ball to Toni Kroos.
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OBFT keen on early preps

for Olympic Qualifiers

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE Open Boxing Federation of Tanza-
nia (OBFT) has said it plans to have early
preparations for two domestic boxers who
will compete in 2020 Olympics™ qualifiers,
which will take place in France in May.

The federation’s secretary general Luke-
lo Wililo issued the statement after four do-
mestic boxers, who competed in Olympic
qualifiers in Senegal, had returned home
on Sunday.

Tanzania was represented by four box-
ers namely Yusufu Changarawe, Haruna
Swanga, Boniface Mligwa and Alex Isendi.

The Senegal event, which also serves as
African Boxing Championship, was used
as qualifiers for the 2020 Olympics, which
will take place in Tokyo.

Wililo said although no domestic boxer
qualified for the Tokyo Olympics, there are
hopes that two boxers, Changarawe and Is-
endi, will attend the France qualifiers.

The official said the two were given the
opportunity due to their performance in
Senegal as they both reached the quarter-
finals.

“All of the four boxers arrived in the
country safely, we have given them one
week of rest then they will start the prepa-
rations for the France qualifiers,” he dis-
closed.

“The France qualifiers is the last qualify-
ing event. We want our boxers to have good

preparations, I'm confident that with good
preparations they can earn qualification
for Tokyo Olympics,” he said.

He also disclosed that OBFT will have
discussions with the government, Tanza-
nia Olympic Committee (TOC) and others
so that they beef up the technical panel of
the national team.

“Up to now the technical panel of our
team which is headed by David Yomba
Yomba is doing a good and commendable
job, but I think we need to beef up the
squad for the France event, I will disclose
much once I meet with the head coach and
other stakeholders,” he said.

The Senegal event brought together 221
boxers from 39 African countries, with 33
boxers earning qualification for Tokyo
Olympics.

Commenting on the team’s performance,
Wililo hailed the boxers for giving out their
best, but said failing to qualify does not
mean the local boxers are incompetent.

He attributed the poor performance of
the boxers to lack of experience and oppor-
tunity to take part in bouts on regular basis.

“The Senegal championships has ex-
posed some of the technical hitches that
our boxers face on the international stage,
our boxers performed well only that they
were facing equally best boxers, I think it is
time now we prepare our boxers well and
arrange more trials for them, this will help
them gain more experience,” he disclosed.

McKenzie suggests minor
change to Igbal’s game

SYLHET

NEIL McKenzie, Bangladesh’s batting
coach, has said that Tamim Igbal’'s game
is in need of a slight adjustment. The left-
hander has not given any hint of being
out of form after returning from his short
hiatus from international cricket, but his
anchor role has, in some quarters, been
misinterpreted.

In the first ODI against Zimbabwe, for
example, Igbal took 43 balls to make just
24 runs. While that suggests he is slow-
ing down at the crease, in the end, Ban-
gladesh got to a total of 321 for 6 which
proved plenty more than enough. McK-
enzie, who has worked closely with all of
Bangladesh’s frontline batsmen in the last
two years, stressed that Igbal is an impor-
tant cog in laying the platform for a big
total, but perhaps needed to hit a couple
of more boundaries in the Powerplay to
give himself a better strike-rate.

“Tamim knows what he needs to do,”
McKenzie said. “It is boiled down to the
specifics. We feel he needs two more
boundaries in the Powerplay. Where he is
going to get it, and what he is going to do,
is his approach. No one is going to bat for
Tamim, he will bat for himself. I don’t see
it as batting too slow or quickly.

“We know how important he is for the
platform. He plays good shots to quality
bowling. We probably just want an extra
shot or two in the Powerplay. He has that
covered; we know what he can do. We
saw in the BPL last year, when he got that
big hundred.”

McKenzie said that Igbal is well aware
of his role in the team, and doesn’t need
any guidance on how to construct an in-
nings. “He knows his gameplans. We are
not school masters here. We don't tell
anybody what to learn or what to do. We
give opinions, thoughts and technical
advice, and then it is upto the player to
implement it into his game. We are not
talking about a young guy. We are talking

By Correspondent
Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans SC
(Yanga) will be looking to
build momentum in the
Vodacom Premier League
when they host Mwanza’s
Mbao FC at Uhuru Stadi-
um in Dar es Salaam today
evening.

Luc Eymaels charges
will also go into this con-
test in a good frame of
mind as they beat Alliance
FC 2-0 at National Stadium
in the city on Saturday.

Both goals were scored
by striker Ditram Nchim-
bi, the first time he has
hit the back of the net af-
ter his December signing
from Polisi Tanzania.

On Wednesday Yanga
advanced to the quarterfi-
nals of this season’s Azam
Sports  Federation Cup,
thanks to a 1-O victory over
Gwambina FC.

The two successive victo-
ries should see Yanga brim
with confidence as they
take on a struggling Mbao
FC side four days before
facing traditional rivals
Simba.

Yanga, the 2016/17 Pre-
mier League winners, have
fallen slightly by the way-
side in this season’s title
race in recent times with
four consecutive draws
having hampered their
progress.

They are fourth in the
league table, two points
behind Namungo FC but
the former have one game
in hand.

L et

Yanga winger, Bernard Morrison (C), attempts to shoot past Lipuli FC defender when the two outfits locked horns in a Vodacom
Premier League clash, which took place at National Stadium Dar es Salaam recently. PHOTO; COURTESY OF YANGA

Victory should see Yan-
ga put pressure on both
Namungo FC and second-
placed Azam FC in what
is turning into a top three
race. Mbao, meanwhile,
will be desperate to return
to the winning trail, having
recorded just one league
win in 2020.

Their recent form is un-
doubtedly a major cause
for concern, with coach
Abdulmutik Haji Mapeza’s
men recording nine defeats
and two draws in their last
12 matches.

The Mwanza-based out-

fit's lone victory came on
February 18 when they
beat bottom of the table
squad, Singida United, 3-1
at the former’s venue, CCM
Kirumba Stadium.

Mbao FC come into the
clash with Yanga having
lost 2-0 to Ruvu Shooting
last weekend.

Mbao are placed 18th
in the league, five points
from safety and desper-
ately need to start collect-
ing points before the gap
between them and the
teams in the play off spots
becomes impossible to

Yanga look to build momentum in

Premier League ahead of Dar Derby
St

bridge.

In head-to-head stats,
Yanga and Mbao FC have
met in seven league match-
es since 2016/17.

Yanga have claimed five
wins compared to two for
Mbao FC, while there have
been no stalemate.

The Jangwani Street gi-
ants have won all of their

home matches against
Mbao FC.
VPL midweek matches:

Tuesday: Yanga v Mbao
FC (Uhuru Stadium, Dar es
Salaam)

Wednesday: Singida Unit-

-

ed vs Coastal Union (Liti
Stadium, Singida), Mwadui
FC vs Polisi Tanzania (Kam-
barage Stadium, Shinyan-
ga), Biashara Utd vs Prisons
(Karume Stadium, Mara),
Ruvu

Shooting vs Alliance FC
(Mabatini venue, Coast Re-
gion), Mtibwa Sugar vs Na-
mungo FC (Gairo Stadium,
Morogoro), Lipuli FC vs
Ndanda FC (Samora Stadi-
um, Iringa), KMC FC vs JKT
Tanzania (Uhuru, Dar es
Salaam), Azam FC vs Simba
(National Stadium, Dar es
Salaam)

about a senior man. Believe me, he knows
it before you guys or any of us do that he
has made a mistake.

“Tamim puts a lot of pressure on him-
self. He values his wicket a lot. It is what
has made him successful. Maybe it is
about trying to loosen him up for one or
two balls. If he can get one or two more
boundaries, all you guys will get off his
back.”

McKenzie was also pleased with how
Liton Das understood that he needed to
curb his shot-making in order to bat lon-
ger periods. “We didn’t tell him to play
less shots. We have given him ideas of
how we want the team to play. We don’t
want to take away his natural instinct as
a player. It is heartening for me to think
that he has gone away and thought, ‘you
know what, I have to match up risk ver-
sus reward. I keep getting out for twenties
and thirties, I have to put that shot away.’

“You saw yesterday how many times he
kept the ball on the ground, and he got a
hundred. It is good for Liton.”

McKenzie dispelled the idea that Ban-
gladesh are having it too easy against
Zimbabwe, and won't be tested against
this bowling attack. He said that kind of
complacency is what he wants the Ban-
gladesh players to avoid at all costs.

“You have to be hungry. You have to
look for the badge or country you are
playing for. Whether it is Zimbabwe or
Australia, it is international cricket. These
guys are hungry to do well for Bangla-
desh. You can only play against the oppo-
nent in front of you. There’s no opponent
you can take lightly,” he said.

“I think as soon as you are talking in
that attitude, we don’t want that in Ban-
gladesh cricket. Whether we are facing
Australians, South Africans, Zimbabwe-
ans or the Afghans, you are playing for
Bangladesh, representing millions and
millions of people.”

AGENCIES

Bongo Flava artiste, Omary Ally Mwanga alias ‘Marioo’, performs at

an event dubbed ‘Kili Dome’, which took place at Hugo Hotel Garden in Moshi,

imanjaro last weekend.

TheKili Dome was organized by Tanzania Breweries Limited (TBL) through the firm's Kilimanjaro Premium Lager brand and was held for three days in a row gearing towards
spicing up the just ended Kilimanjaro Marathon. PHOTO; COURTESY OF TBL

By Correspondent Joseph
Mchekadona

Young Africans SC (Yanga) head
coach Luc Eymael has praised his
keeper, Metacha Mnata, for his out-
standing performance during a Vod-
acom Premier League clash with
Alliance FC, which took place at Na-
tional Stadium in Dar es Salaam on
Saturday.

Yanga cruised to 2-0 victory over
their opponents, with forward Dit-
ram Nchimbi posting a brace for the
hosts.

The Yanga coach (pictured), nev-
ertheless, disclosed that he will not
use the keeper in the team’s league
encounter with Mbao FC, which will
take place in the city today.

He pointed out he wants to give
the keeper time to rest before the
league clash with traditional rivals,
Simba SC, slated for the coming
weekend.

“We played well, now our focus is
on our next game against Mbao FC
on Tuesday (today), I'm happy that

my players played according to in-
structions,” he pointed out after the
clash with Alliance FC.

“We created a lot of scoring chanc-
es but we did not make use of them,
we will work on the weakness.”

“Our keeper Metacha Mnata was
outstanding in today’s match, I will
give him time to rest.”

The Yanga gaffer also said his
charges are ready for this evening’s
Vodacom Premier League encoun-
ter with Mbao FC at the National
Stadium.

After overcoming Alliance FC 2-0
on Saturday, Yanga that have played
23 games are placed fourth in the
20-team league table with 44 points.

Coach Eymael said he expects an-
other high intensity encounter with
Mbao FC.

“The team is looking good, the
players are ready to play, but the
games have been intensive through-
out, I know the game on Tuesday
will be difficult. but we are ready for
them,” he said.

Yanga coach heaps praises on keeper

The coach said he will work of the
shortfalls which he observed in his
team during their game against Alli-
ance FC.

Mbao who are coming from a 2-0
defeat in the hands of Ruvu Shoot-
ing said they are prepared for to-
day’s game.

The Mwanza outfit’s head coach,
Abdulmutik Haji, said they have left
no stone unturned in their bid to get
the much needed victory.

He conceded that it will not be
easy facing Yanga in Dar es Salaam
but warned the hosts they should
not expect an easy ride.

“It’s another difficult match. Yanga
always give us headache. but we are
equal to the task. we need to win so
that we can be safe on the league
standing, this is an important game
for us as we are fighting to be safe in
the league, we can't afford to drop
points,” he said.

Mbao are placed 18th and have 22
points from 25 games played.
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