
 By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Su-
luhu Hassan was yesterday 
credited with contributing 
100m/- at a thanksgiving 
service to mark 50 years 
of the Magomeni Parish of 
the Africa Inland Church of 
Tanzania (AICT) in Dar es 
Salaam.

Dr Doto Biteko, the depu-
ty premier and Energy min-
ister, stood in for the Head of 
State at the occasion, where 

the church conducted a 
fundraising event aimed at 
completing the construc-
tion of church facilities. 

Announcing the contri-

bution, the deputy premier 
reaffirmed the president’s 
commitment to collaborat-
ing with religious leaders on 
issues concerning the wel-
fare of the nation.

 “President Samia appre-
ciates your involvement 
in various church-related 
matters, and State House 
doors are always open. You 
are welcome to share your 
views on how we can 
lead our country,” he 
told the gathering.

The Golden Jubilee cel-
ebrations serve as a time 
to reflect on past achieve-
ments and challenges, he 
said, asking the congrega-
tion to commit themselves 
physically and financially to 
building development ori-
ented facilities.

Immediate action is of ut-
most importance, he said, 
cautioning that the mem-

 By Correspondent Grace 

Mwakalinga

EASY access to higher ed-
ucation is being expanded 
in various remote regionsby 
the Higher Education for 
Economic Transformation 
(HEET) project. 

Prof Bernard Mellau, vice 

chancellor for the Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere University of 
Agriculture and Technol-
ogy (MJNUAT) said at a press 
conference in Dar es Salaam 
at the weekend that the up 
and coming institution has 
received 102.5bn/- in fund-
ing to improve educational 
infrastructure.

He stated that 16bn/- will 

be used to construct six 
buildings at a new campus 
in Tabora, part of the gov-
ernment’s efforts to provide 
quality higher education in 
outlyin regions, while at the 
main campus in Butiama, 
construction on 16 build-
ings is underway, now 41 per 
cent complete. 

Previously, prospective 

students from areas like 
Mara, Kigoma or Katavi had 
to travel long distances to 
study in other regions but 
various campuses are set to 
expand learning opportuni-
ties in those regions, he said.

The HEET project will en-
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A Tanzania Revenue Authority officer (R) briefs visiting members of the Pan-African Parliament at the Namanga One-
Stop Border Post in Longido District, Arusha Region, at the weekend. The delegation was on a get-to-know tour of 
the situation at the particular Tanzania-Kenya border point, chiefly the level of collaboration in enhancing trade and 
transportation services in the area. Story on Page 3. Photo: Correspondent Allan Isack 

Miners urge govt to 
ban mercury use in 
mining

Anniversary

Villagers block 
key highway to
protest elephant 
destructiveness
 By Guardian Correspondent, Ikungi

RESIDENTS at Mkiwa village in Ikungi Dis-
trict, Singida Region, took to the road yester-
day, blocking the Dodoma-Singida-Mwanza 
highway with logs for over two hours.

Their protest aimed to demand urgent gov-
ernment action to remove a herd of elephants 
that had invaded their area, causing extensive 
damage to homes and food supplies.

In response to the blockade, Singida East 
legislator Miraji Mtaturu and the district com-
missioner, Thomas Apson arrived at the scene 
to address the residents as the roadblock 
caused significant traffic congestion, impact-
ing travelers on the busy highway.

In his remarks, the MP said that the entire 
Mkiwa and Isuna wards lie within an elephant 
migration route, making it challenging to pre-
vent such incidents.

However, he assured them that the govern-
ment is actively working to manage the situa-
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recognized as Tanzania’s 
Best Bank by Global Fi-
nance once again,” said 
Nsekela. 

“This award signifies 
that we are indeed on the 
right path – delivering a 
distinguished experience 
to our customers and 
value to our shareholders, 
while making impactful 
contributions to Tanza-
nia’s financial sector.”

The Bank has seen an 
unprecedented year of 

overall performance, at-
tributed in large part to 
enhancements in its digi-
tal infrastructure, which 
have bolstered efficiency 
and innovation in service 
delivery. 

Nsekela emphasized 
that the Bank’s notable 
growth stems from pur-
poseful strategies across 
all areas, solidifying CRDB 
Bank as the preferred fi-
nancial institution in Tan-
zania.

“These awards are not 
only a reflection of our 
commitment to excel-
lence but also a tribute to 
our customers, partners, 
and the entire CRDB Bank 
team who share a vision 
for a prosperous Tanza-
nia,” he added. “It is a privi-
lege to be named both Saf-
est Bank and Best Bank in 
Tanzania, as we advance 
our mission to empower 
Tanzanians and extend 
our influence on the inter-

national stage.”
With over 14trn/- in as-

sets, CRDB Bank stands as 
Tanzania’s largest bank, 
recognized for consist-
ent success across critical 
business metrics. 

Joseph Giarraputo, 
Founder and Editorial Di-
rector of Global Finance, 
highlighted the bank’s 
dedication to financial in-
clusion and commitment 
to exceptional service, 
stating, “Over the past 
year, CRDB Bank has made 
impressive strides in deliv-
ering world-class services 
and fostering trust among 
its customers across the 
nation.”

During the World Eco-
nomic Summit in Wash-
ington, D.C., Nsekela also 
took part in a high-profile 
panel on digital payment 
transformation, where he 
emphasized CRDB Bank’s 
dedication to advancing 
digital solutions that en-
hance financial accessibil-
ity.

 Additionally, Nsekela 
engaged in strategic meet-
ings with prominent finan-
cial organizations includ-
ing the World Bank, Exim 
Bank USA, MUFG, Yaatra 
Ventures, and TIAA, aim-
ing to unlock new capital 
streams and position Tan-
zania as an emerging force 
in the global economy. 

 By Guardian Reporter

Foreign investors record-
ed a 3.9bn/- shares sell-
off at the Dar es Salaam 
Stock Exchange (DSE) 

last week, the amount which is 
equivalent to 50 percent of total 
shares they have sold since the 
start of the current quarter, which 
were all bought by local investors.

The DSE market reports show 
that all the selloff deals were con-
ducted during the last three days 
of the week, involving block trade 
pre-arranged market board on 
Tanzania Breweries Limited (TBL) 
and CRDB Bank counters.

Since the start of the current 
quarter, foreign investors have 
so far sold shares valued 7.8bn/-, 
which is equivalent to 43.45 per-
cent of total value of shares sold 
and more than 100 percent of to-
tal value of shares they sold dur-
ing the last quarter.

The Wednesday’s market re-
port shows foreign investors sold 
shares valued 1.3bn/-, which was 
equivalent to 58.79 percent of to-
tal value of shares sold, which in-
volved both TBL and CRDB coun-
ters through block trade deals.

On Thursday, the report shows 
that foreign investors also ap-
peared into the market by selling 
shares valued 1.06bn/-, which was 
equivalent to 72.86 percent of to-
tal value of shares sold, which also 

involved block trade on CRDB 
Bank and TBL counters.

During the last day of the week, 
the daily report shows that foreign 
investors participated the market 
by selling shares valued 1.48bn/- 
or 90.89 percent of total value 
of shares sold, on TBL counter 
through block trade pre-arranged 
market board.

However, the report shows for-
eign investors also participated 
through buying shares on Mon-
day valued 88.8m/-.

Analysts say the market out-
look for the Dar es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) will largely hinge 
on the economic environment, 

influenced by factors like the Cen-
tral Bank of Tanzania’s monetary 
policy stance, currency stability, 
and investor sentiment both lo-
cally and regionally. 

Key sectors to monitor include 
banking, telecommunications, 
and manufacturing, especially 
considering ongoing interest rate 
trends and demand shifts in con-
sumer goods.

After the Central Bank decided 
to maintain the Central Bank Rate 
at 6 percent during the fourth 
quarter, analysts say this could 
spur greater activity in banking 
and finance stocks as borrowing 
costs stabilize, possibly increasing 

investment in equity markets. 
The banking sector has ex-

hibited significant activity, with 
institutions like CRDB Bank and 
NMB Bank being pivotal in market 
movements.

However, if inflation remains a 
concern, further monetary tight-
ening could impact liquidity, po-
tentially slowing down trading 
volumes.

“Tanzania’s economy has dem-
onstrated robust performance, 
with the Bank of Tanzania pro-
jecting a 5.4 percent growth for 
the year, supported by steady in-
creases in public and private sec-
tor investments, as well as export 
growth . This economic stability 
is likely to foster a favorable en-
vironment for the stock market,” 
says an analyst.

The outlook will also be shaped 
by investor reactions to Q4 earn-
ings, where strong performances 
could bolster confidence in DSE-
listed firms.

Recent data indicates a cau-
tiously optimistic outlook for 
Tanzania’s equity market as of 
mid-October 2024, with the Dar 
es Salaam Stock Exchange All 
Share Index (DSEI) showing gains, 
spurred by cross-listed firms.

Additionally, foreign inves-
tors began Q4 with net inflows 
of 940m/- into the DSE, signaling 
growing confidence in the market.
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Energy and electricity alone could generate up to 2 million direct jobs in Africa by the 
end of the decade.

Africa’s ‘green’ 
economy set to 
create 3m jobs 

 By Guardian Correspondent

Africa could see up to 3.3 million new 
direct jobs by 2030 in the green econo-
my, particularly in sectors like solar en-
ergy, electric vehicle production, and 
climate-smart agriculture. 

This insight comes from a report 
published in late July by FSD Africa, a 
British government-funded develop-
ment agency, and HR consulting firm 
Shortlist.

The eport, titled “Forecasting Green 
Jobs in Africa”, identifies five key sectors 
that show job-creating potential across 
Africa: energy and electricity, mobility 
and transportation, agriculture and na-
ture, construction and real estate, and 
manufacturing and materials. 

These sectors, chosen for their readi-
ness on the continent, were then split 
into 12 sub-sectors, including solar, 
wind, geothermal, and hydro; Electric 
2/3 wheelers; Climate smart agri-tech-
nology, aquaculture and poultry; Waste 
remediation and recycling; battery 
storage, Power transmission and dis-
tribution; charging infrastructure; and 
ecosystem and nature-based solutions 
(NBS).

The report’s modeling estimates that 
energy and electricity alone could gen-
erate up to 2 million direct jobs by the 
end of the decade, accounting for about 
70 percent of the projected green jobs. 

Solar energy could create around 1.7 
million of these jobs, or 57 percent of 
the total, while electricity transmission 
and distribution could add another 
197,000 jobs.

Agriculture and nature sectors could 
add up to 700,000 jobs (about 25 per-
cent of the total). Within this, climate-
smart agricultural technologies could 
account for 377,000 jobs, aquaculture 
and poultry farming 189,000 jobs, and 
ecosystem conservation for another 
117,000 jobs.

The report also forecasts growth for 
five high-potential African countries: 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, and 
South Africa. 

These nations alone could gener-
ate up to 700,000 green jobs by 2030, 
about 22 percent of the continent’s 
green employment potential.

South Africa leads the forecast with 
85,000 to 275,000 potential new 
jobs, followed by Nigeria (60,000 to 
240,000), Kenya (40,000 to 240,000), 
Ethiopia (30,000 to 130,000), and the 
DRC (15,000 to 45,000). 

Each country shows unique 
strengths: hydropower is expected to 
drive job creation in the DRC (16,000 
jobs) and Ethiopia (33,000 jobs), while 
solar energy leads in South Africa 
(140,000 jobs) and Kenya (111,000 jobs). 

Aquaculture and poultry farming 
could become the top job source in Ni-
geria, generating an estimated 69,000 
jobs.

The report highlights that 60 percent 
of these green jobs would be skilled 
positions, which could support Africa’s 
growing middle class. 

Of these, 10 percent would require 
university degrees, 30 percent would 
require specialized certifications, and 
20 percent would cover administra-
tive roles. Unskilled jobs would offer 
stability and opportunities for upward 
mobility.

The report stresses that for African 
countries to maximize green job po-
tential, they would need to mobilize 
over $100 billion annually. This fund-
ing would support workforce training, 
infrastructure development, and the 
creation of business-friendly regula-
tions to reduce investment risks.

FSD Africa and Shortlist recommend 
policymakers encourage collaboration 
across governments, private sectors, 
educational institutions, and inves-
tors to fully capture the benefits of the 
green economy.

Africa’s green economy represents 
a vision for sustainable development 
that integrates economic growth with 
environmental stewardship, emphasiz-
ing the responsible use of resources, 
climate resilience, and equitable social 
outcomes.

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Investment Center 
(TIC) Executive Director Gilead Teri 
has called on more South Korean 
companies to come and invest in 
Tanzania as the country created a 
better investment environment.

 Teri made the call in Dar es Salaam 
over the weekend during an interac-
tive hybrid session dubbed, “2024 
Korea – Tanzania Project Plaza’ that 
brought together over 100 compa-
nies in Dar es Salaam and online. 

The interactive session brought 
together various South Korean firms 
engaged in oil and gas, water, min-
ing, shipping, manufacturing, logis-
tics, and infrastructure projects.

He said: “There are numerous rea-

sons for South Korean firms to come 
and invest in Tanzania. Apart from 
the long-term bilateral relations that 
both countries continue to enjoy, 
Tanzania has for the past two dec-
ades pursued sound and robust eco-
nomic policies that have resulted in 
an annual average growth of about 7 
percent.” 

Teri noted that Tanzania has quite 
a diverse economy giving a lot of op-
tions to potential investors with both 
bilateral and multilateral trading ar-
rangements.

 “South Korean firms operating in 
Tanzania will be in a position to ac-
cess different markets,” he stressed.

 Korean Ambassador to Tanzania, 
Ahn Eunju commended the partner-
ship between the two countries re-

iterating her country’s commitment 
to shared growth.

 “We’ve been collaborating with 
Tanzania in various sectors. Am con-
fident that our relationship will even 
grow stronger in the years to come,” 
she said.

Linda Teggisa, the NMB bank’s 
head of transaction banking reiter-
ated its commitment to financing 
South Korean companies with inter-
est in investing in Tanzania, as part 
of its efforts to support sustainable 
economic growth.

She said: “This is further cemented 
by a strategic partnership sealed be-
tween our bank and Korea Finance 
for Construction (K-FINCO) a few 
months back. Through this partner-
ship, we aim to extend our financial 
solutions further in the form of trade 
finance facilities to support the ex-
ecution of the projects.”

 Tegessia added: “We expect to ex-
tend other services including capital 
financing, asset financing, and trans-
actional solutions to cover the entire 
value chain of the projects,”

 She noted that the bank will con-
tinue to be a strong player in pro-
ject financing through partnerships 
with global financial institutions and 
commended the sixth phase Gov-
ernment for creating a conducive 

business environment.
 “A very strong regulatory frame-

work has helped push the growth 
of the banking and financial sector 
in recent years. The banking sector 
has seen consistent growth in credit 
provisions from 34.6trn/- in 2021 to 
46trn/- according to reports,” she 
said.

 She noted that her bank will con-
tinue playing a leading role in driv-
ing financial inclusion as part of ef-
forts to bridge the no-banked gap.

 Tegessia during the event com-
mended the long-term relationship 
between Tanzania and South Korea 
adding that the ties between the two 
countries have continued to foster 
development.

TIC invites Koreans to invest in Tanzania

By Guardian Corre-
spondent, Washington, D.C

CRDB Bank has cement-
ed its position as a power-
house in Tanzania’s bank-
ing sector, after receiving 
the prestigious titles of 
‘Best Bank in Tanzania’ 
and ‘Safest Bank in Tan-
zania’, awarded by Global 
Finance Magazine at the 
magazine’s 31st Annual 
Best Bank Awards. 

These awards, present-
ed during the IMF and 
World Bank Annual Meet-
ings in Washington, D.C., 
mark the fifth consecu-
tive year for CRDB Bank 
as Tanzania’s Best Bank 
and the second year run-
ning as the Safest Bank – a 
remarkable achievement 
underscoring the Bank’s 
resilience, safety, and in-
novation in the financial 
services industry.

The awards honor 
CRDB Bank’s sustain-
able growth model, which 
brings tangible benefits to 
customers, investors, and 
Tanzania’s economy at 
large. 

This recognition is also 
a testament to the vision-
ary leadership of CRDB 
Bank Group CEO, Abdul-
majid Nsekela, highlight-
ing the Bank’s impactful 
role within both the Tan-
zanian and regional finan-
cial landscapes.

“We are honored to be 

CRDB Bank’s Group CEO and managing director, Abdulmajid Nsekela (L), receives the award 
for Best Bank in Tanzania from Joseph Giarraputo, Founder and Editor-in-Chief of Global 
Finance (R ), at the event held in Washington D.C. on Saturday. During this event, which 
coincided with the IMF and World Bank Annual Meetings, the bank was also awarded the 
‘Safest Bank’ accolade. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

CRDB Bank bags two global banking awards
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It is important to avoid contact 
with the bodily fluids of sympto-
matic individuals, refrain from 
washing the bodies of those show-
ing symptoms and practice regu-
lar hand hygiene,
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 By Correspondent Pilly 
Kigome

A TOTAL of 113 
deaths and 7,190 
other cases of 

cholera infection m have 
been recorded in the 
country from January to 
October, the government 
has stated.

Dr Vida Mmbaga, the 
Health ministry assistant 
director of preventive ser-
vices, made this affirma-
tion in Dar es Salaam over 
the weekend at a training 
session for religious lead-
ers on infectious disease 
prevention, especially 
cholera, mpox and nar-
burg.

All regions except 
Njombe, Iringa and Kili-
manjaro had reported 
cases of cholera infection, 
she said, noting that no 
cases of mpox or marburg 
had been reported coun-
trywide.

Educating communi-
ties on preventive meas-
ures was vital as the dis-
eases can spread through 
physical contact, airborne 
transmission from bod-

ily fluids and contact with 
wild animal carcasses, she 
stated.

Key symptoms such 
as rashes and blisters 
are common for mpox 
and Marburg infections, 
she said, appealing to 
religious leaders to help 
spread the message as to 
crucial precautions.

“It is important to avoid 
contact with the bodily 
fluids of symptomatic in-
dividuals, refrain from 
washing the bodies of 
those showing symptoms 
and practice regular hand 
hygiene,” the director em-
phasised, cautioning also 
on handshakes, hugs and 
handling carcasses in a 
suspicious environment.

Dr Godwin Mollel, the 
deputy minister, called 
for collaboration between 
religious leaders and 
the government to raise 
awareness about control-
ling infectious diseases in 
places of worship.

He said the government 
was keen on initiatives to

Real Madrid’s 
Galácticos 
humbled in 
El Clásico by 
Barcelona’s 
bold trap and 
rampant attack
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Preach love 
and do not al-
low division or 
discrimination 
among us
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India’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Bishwadip Dey (C), joins 30 students from Dar es Salaam’s Academic International Secondary School at the weekend during the 
launch of a monthly initiative dubbed ‘Karibu Tanzanian Youths’ aimed at cementing links between  India and Tanzania by engaging young Tanzanian students. Story on 
Page 7. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

NEWS

China’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Chen Mingjian, (C), pictured in Dar es Salaam at the weekend recognising a student of the city’s Zanaki Secondary School chosen into a 
group of 132 students and teachers to get this year’s edition of the Chinese Ambassador’s award. Story on Page 7. Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke

bers should not just focus 
on what they have today 
but consider where that 
entity will be many years 
to come.

“Don’t wait for tomor-
row; do what you can 
today,” he urged, calling 
for unity among church 
members and the wid-
er public, encouraging 
adopting self-governance, 
self-management and 
community growth val-
ues.

“Preach love and do not 
allow division or discrimi-
nation among us,” he said, 
asserting that Tanzania is 
blessed with a good coun-
try rich in resources. He 
encouraged bishops and 
pastors not to lose heart 
in fulfilling their calling in 
life, stressing that the con-
gregation needs to sup-
port church leaders.

He acknowledged the 
AICT leadership for its 
efforts in motivating the 
community to participate 
in the upcoming local gov-
ernment elections and se-
lect qualified leaders.

AICT Archbishop Musa 
Magwesela highlighted 
the significance of the 
anniversary, noting that 
since the church was es-
tablished at Magomeni in 
1974, its spiritual outreach 
has been widening.

He encouraged church 
members to engage in 
good deeds, utilise their 
talents and share their 
gifts, pointing at the con-
tributions of individuals 
who have served at the 
parish, stressing collective 
respect for their legacy.

A week earlier the 
church had distributed 
20 clean cooking energy 
cylinders to the local com-
munity, the prelate added.

Villagers block key highway to protest elephant destructiveness
tion, adding that wildlife and 
people need to coexist. “I assure 
you that the government is mak-
ing efforts to address this issue;” 
he stated, insisting that there is 
no deliberate negligence as resi-
dents mostly felt. 

“I will contact the Minister for 
Natural Resources and Tourism 
immediately to request that she 

or her representatives come 
here to resolve the matter,” he 
stated.

The MP has earlier informed 
the Information, Communica-
tion and Information Technol-
ogy minister Jerry Silaa about 
the pace of elephant invasions 
in Mkiwa and Isuna wards, as 
the minister was rounding up 
his five-day tour of the region,.

The elephants have consist-

ently wreaked havoc on crops 
and, in some instances, caused 
fatalities as they move through 
the area en route to the Rungwa 
Game Reserve located in Itigi 
District.

Speaking at the scene, 
some residents said that the 
elephants entered the village 
around 4pm, triggering panic 
among residents as they de-
stroyed houses and devoured 

crops. The unexpected inva-
sion left the community in dis-
tress, with people fleeing in all 
directions to escape the 
danger, with Ramadhani 
Ally, a resident at Mkiwa 
village, saying that the 
elephants damaged trees, 
destroyed his cassava field, 
house, leaving his family in a 
dire situation.

Another resident, Halima 

Shabani, said that prople decid-
ed to block the highway to pres-
sure the government into tak-
ing action. \\’These elephants 
keep invading our homes, and 
the government has done noth-
ing to control them. Every time 
they come, they destroy our 
belongings and leave us in pov-
erty. We have had enough,” the 
villager declared.
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HEET uplifts remote 
regions for access 
to higher education

able students from remote areas to access higher edu-
cation closer to home, preparing them for career open-
ings in new localised economic activities, he said.

Thre project is expected to redefine higher education 
by encouraging young people to enroll in local universi-
ties and preparing them for taking up openings closer 
to home, he stated,noting that the new university will 
accommodate 6,000 students by late 2025.

Upwards of 4,500 students will be studying at the 
main Butiama campus and an expected 1,500 others at 
the Tabora campus, he said, in remarks in the company 
of Prof. Peter Msofe, the ministerial director of Higher 
Education.

He explainedthat the HEET project is a $425m (1trn/-) 
investment across 23 institutions aimed at boosting en-
rollment and sparking economic transformation. 

“Where once there was just wilderness, we now see 
buildings. By next year, students will be studying here, 
a testament to the government’s commitment to using 
higher education as a catalyst for national develop-
ment,” he said.

Silvester Francis, the resident engineer for the pro-
ject, noted that construction began in November 2023 
and is expected to finish by May 2025. The first phase 
includes seven buildings costing 20.5bn/-, with an ad-
ditional four buildings in the second phase costing 
16.9bn/-.

Prof Roberta Malee, the World Bank team leader, 
commended the speed and quality of the construction, 
pointing at the commitment to enhancing overall high-
er education infrastructure. 

Mkaiga Kaboko, the HEET project co-leader, de-
scribed the project as a major driver of economic 
growth as it produces professionals and generates jobs 
while strengthening research capabilities.

“The HEET project provides new hope for Tanza-
nians, especially young people in remote regions, by 
establishing a solid foundation for education and eco-
nomic development, preparing communities for sus-
tainable growth,” he added.
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UNITED NATIONS 

MORE than 600 million women 
and girls are now affected by war, 
a 50% increase from a decade ago, 
and they fear the world has forgot-
ten them amid an escalating back-
lash against women’s rights and 
gender equality, top United Na-
tions officials say.

UN Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres said in a new report that 
amid record levels of armed con-
flict and violence, progress over 
the decades for women is van-
ishing and “generational gains in 
women’s rights hang in the balance 
around the world.”

The UN chief was assessing the 
state of a Security Council resolu-
tion adopted on Oct. 31, 2000, that 
demanded equal participation for 
women in peace negotiations, a 

goal that remains as distant as gen-
der equality.

Guterres said current data and 
findings show that “the transform-
ative potential of women’s leader-
ship and inclusion in the pursuit 
of peace” is being undercut — with 
power and decision-making on 
peace and security matters over-
whelmingly in the hands of men.

“As long as oppressive patriar-
chal social structures and gender 
biases hold back half our socie-
ties, peace will remain elusive,” he 
warned.

The report says the proportion 
of women killed in armed conflicts 
doubled in 2023 compared with a 
year earlier; UN-verified cases of 
conflict-related sexual violence 
were 50% higher; and the number 
of girls affected by grave violations 
in conflicts increased by 35%.

At a two-day UN Security Coun-
cil meeting on the topic that end-
ed Friday, Sima Bahous, head of 
the UN agency promoting gender 
equality known as UN Women, 
also pointed to a lack of attention 
to women’s voices in the search for 
peace.

She cited the fears of millions of 
women and girls in Afghanistan 
deprived of an education and a fu-
ture; of displaced women in Gaza 
“waiting for death”; of women in 
Sudan who are victims of sexual 
violence; and of the vanishing 
hopes of women in Myanmar, Hai-
ti, Congo, the Sahel region of Af-
rica, South Sudan, Syria, Ukraine, 
Yemen and elsewhere.

Bahous said the 612 million 
women and girls affected by war 
“wonder if the world has already 
forgotten them, if they have fallen 

from the agenda of an interna-
tional community overwhelmed 
by crises of ever deeper frequency, 
severity and urgency.”

The world needs to answer their 
fears with hope, she said, but the 
reality is grim: “One in two women 
and girls in conflict-affected set-
tings are facing moderate to severe 
food insecurity, 61% of all maternal 
mortality is concentrated in 35 
conflict-affected countries.”

As for women’s participation in 
decision-making and politics in 
countries in conflict, Bahous said 
it’s stalled.

“The percentage of women in 
peace negotiations has not im-
proved over the last decade: under 
10% on average in all processes, 
and under 20% in processes led or 
supported by the United Nations,” 
she said.

UN: War affects more than 600 million women and girls

FROM PAGE 1

combat these threats, as an aspect of 
the need to assure Tanzanians that 
the country is safe, for them to pur-
sue their daily activities without fear.

The government has allocated re-
sources to ensure that border cross-
ing points are dotted with equipment 
to check for symptoms in a bid to 
control potential cases of infection 
before a person enter the country, he 
said.

Despite that cases were reported 
in neighboring countries, Tanzania 
remains free from mpox and mar-
buirg, he said, while religious lead-
ers expressed their commitment 
to working with the government in 

educating their congregations about 
the diseases. Sheikh Ally Ngeruko, 
the acting Mufti, thanked the govern-
ment for recognising the role of reli-
gious communities, pledging coop-
eration in raising awareness.

Bishop Gabriel Magwega, rep-
resenting the Christian Council of 
Tanzania (CCT), stressed the need 
of educating congregants to prevent 
infections and encouraging timely 
medical attention for those exhibit-
ing symptoms.

Florida Boniface, a church commu-
nity leader with the Tanzania Episco-
pal Conference (TEC) urged church 
communities to ensure effective edu-
cation on the issues in whatever oc-
casion they have.

Samia donates 100m/- at 
Dar’s AICT Golden Jubilee

FROM PAGE 1

Cholera toll rises: 113 lives, 7,190 
infections in ten months of 2024
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In my Passport 
N.V9541702, my Mother's 

name was mis-takenly 
recorded as MEHJABI 

whereas the correct name 
is MAHAJABI .In future,my 
mother should be known by 

this name.Seyyad Raja Ali 
S/o Shahanawaz Hussain 

R/o H.no.325 Budina Khurd 
P/S Titawi Tehsil & Distt 

Muzaffarnagar (U.P).

PAP delegation praises Tanzania on border security, trade growth
By Guardian Correspondent, Longido

MEMBERS of the Pan-African 
Parliament (PAP) have praised 
Tanzania’s proactive approach to 
resolving border conflicts and re-
moving trade barriers with other 
member states of the East African 
Community (EAC).

PAP representatives made the 
observation during a recent visit to 
the One-Stop Border Post (OSBP) 
in Namanga, Longido District in 
Arusha Region.

According to the members, 
Tanzania’s progress in eliminat-
ing trade restrictions is vital for 
advancing the goals of the Afri-
can Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA).
Prof Margaret Kamar, head of 

PAP Committee on Trade, Cus-
toms and Immigration, said that 
Tanzania has been selected as one 
of eight pilot countries for the ini-
tial implementation of free trade 
alongside Rwanda, Ghana, Mauri-
tius, Cameroon and Tunisia.

The purpose of the visit, she 
explained, was to assess service 
delivery at various border points, 
including Namanga.

After observing operations 
firsthand, PAP members were im-
pressed with Tanzania’s commit-
ment to enhancing border secu-
rity, particularly through the use of 
advanced inspection technology 

for goods being imported and ex-
ported.

“The central agenda of PAP is to 
ensure that free trade is strength-
ened at border regions, and we are 
pleased to witness the efficient in-
spection processes at Namanga,” 
she said. 

“We are here to evaluate how 
Tanzania implements free trade, 
especially for goods entering from 
EAC countries and the regulation 
of imports. We are satisfied with 
the quality of service at this bor-
der, which connects Kenya and 
Tanzania.” 

Wavel Woodcock, PAP member 
from Seychelles, commended Tan-
zania for its robust border infra-

structure and efforts to improve 
services at border points within 
the EAC free trade region.

Anatropia Theonest, Special 
Seats MP from Tanzania and mem-
ber of PAP Committee on Trade, 
Customs and Immigration, com-
mended the significant progress 
made by Tanzania.

She shared that updates from 
border officials highlighted 
streamlined cargo processing for 
goods entering and transiting to 
other countries.

Longido District Commissioner 
Salum Kali said that as trade agree-
ments among EAC member states 
strengthen, businesses will benefit 
from the removal of transporta-

tion barriers, enabling quick in-
spections and facilitating smooth 
transit for trucks using specialised 
equipment at border areas.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

THE 28th Annual Research Work-
shop which has attracted more than 
200 participants in Arusha is set to to 
kuck off here tomorrow and address 
ways of making East African coun-
tries penetrate global markets when 
it comes to trade, business and manu-
facturing.

John Simbachawene, Deputy Per-
manent Secretary in the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade, unveiled this 
here yesterday when speaking ahead 
of the three-day workshop, adding 
that Deputy Prime Minister and En-
ergy Minister Dr Doto Biteko is sched-
uled to grace the opening. 

He said that six institutions have 
joined hands to host the ARW from 
tomorrow to Thursday under the 
theme ‘Pursuit for Sustained Growth 
and Trade Expansion’.

Organized by non-governmental 
organisation that conducts research 
and advocacy on development is-
sues in Tanzania REPOA, the ARW 
takes in collaboration with Ministry 
of Industry and Trade, the East Af-
rican Legislative Assembly, the East 
African Community Secretariat, 
the CRDB Bank, TradeMark Africa, 

Tanzania Horticultural Association 
(TAHA), and the Southern Agricultur-
al Growth Corridor of Tanzania (SAG-
COT). Participants were strategically 
selected to represent relevant stake-
holders from Tanzania, EAC member 
states and regional and continental 
economic communities and develop-
ment agencies.

The workshop also offers a timely 
review of the implementation pro-
gress of the African Continental Free 
Trade Area (AfCFTA) and the under-
lying regional trade and economic in-
tegration frameworks plus economic 
and trade cooperation between the 
global north and the global south.

Dr Donald Mmari, REPOA execu-
tive director, said trade interacts in a 
complex but complementary ways 
with other national policies requiring 
coherent policies and approaches.

“Mainstreaming trade and trade 
policies into national and regional 
development strategies requires sys-
tematic cultivation of mutually rein-
forcing policies cutting across gov-
ernment departments, agencies and 
countries as well as the private sector 
and the donor community to create 
synergies in support of sustainable 
development goals,” he said.

Annual Research Workshop to 
explore access to global market

Transport deputy minister David Kihenzile (2nd-L) pictured in Arusha city at the weekend presenting an award to Tanzania Shipping Agencies Cor-
poration (TASAC) board chairman Capt Mussa Mandia in appreciation of the agency’s contribution to the development of the transport sector in the 
country. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

The central agenda 
of PAP is to ensure 
that free trade is 
strengthened at bor-
der regions, and we 
are pleased to wit-
ness the efficient 
inspection processes 
at Namanga
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centres, operating 
rooms, intensive care 

 

 

3. Bids must be submitted via SAP Ariba system, before the submission deadline date.

4. This invitation to bids does not in any way constitute an offer to a contract or bind the TCPLC in any way.

5. All bidders must have the approved relevant level of “Local content” as required by the Mining Commission.

6. Any explanation desired by prospective bidders on the meaning or interpretation of this solicitation 
must be requested in writing to email address of Procurement Manager: 
sieddy.gimbi@heidelbergmaterials.com

7. Schedule of tenders  
S/N Tender Number Details Site visit 

1 TCPLC-14-2024 Provision of Security Services 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

2 TCPLC-15-2024 Maintenance of Plant Elevators 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

3 TCPLC-16-2024 Maintenance of Air Conditions 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

4 TCPLC-17-2024 Provision of Motor Rewind Services 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

5 TCPLC-18-2024 Provision of Material Loading and Offloading 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

6 TCPLC-19-2024 Provision of Trade Development 
Representatives (TDRs) 

N/A 

7 TCPLC-20-2024 Lease of Inkjet Printers for coding Cement Bags 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

8 TCPLC-21-2024 Supply of Casuals (Red Clay & Limestone Units) 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

9 TCPLC-22-2024 Supply of Casuals (Yard Gang) 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

10 TCPLC-23-2024 Provision of Civil and Building Works at Plant 29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

11 TCPLC-25-2024 Provision of Cement Loading and Offloading at 
Tanga Plant and Depots 

29th and/or 31 
October 2024 

INVITATION FOR TENDERS FOR SERVICES
1. Tanga Cement Public Limited Company (TCPLC) is hereby soliciting bids from interested eligible 

companies and individuals to render the services listed in the schedule below commencing 
immediately after completion of tender process.

2. Interested eligible bidders may obtain a complete set of bidding documents after making payment for a 
non-refundable fee of a tender document in Tanzania Shilling (TZS) 100,000.00 through either of below 
bank details and share the receipt to Mr James Madeveha (email: james.madeveha@twigacement.com) 
for confirmation and registration process in our tendering system (SAP Ariba).

 Bank details

GCLA embarks on drive to eliminate lead in paint
By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Government Chemist Labo-
ratory Authority (GCLA) has inten-
sified its efforts to eliminate lead in 
paints across the country through 
a campaign to test both imported 
and locally manufactured paint 
samples.

GCLA Director of Regulatory Ser-
vices Daniel Ndiyo launched the 
campaign at the weekend during 
International Lead Poisoning Pre-

vention Week in Dar es Salaam that 
seeks to reduce lead exposure and 
protect public health. 

He highlighted significance of the 
testing campaign at the event which 
brought together paint importers 
and manufacturers to underscore 
the importance of meeting safety 
standards.

 Ndiyo noted that of the 31 sam-
ples tested from 10 manufacturers, 
only two, equivalent to 6.4 percent 
failed to meet the required stand-

ards for lead content.
“Lead has significant health im-

pacts, particularly on children and 
it contaminates the environment, 
including the air we breathe,” he 
said.

He said ecosystems near lead 
sources suffer a range of adverse ef-
fects such as reduced biodiversity, 
altered species composition, stunt-
ed growth and reproductive issues 
in plants and animals. Vertebrates, 
including humans, are vulnerable 

to neurological damage from lead 
exposure.

He said that under Section 5(2) 
of the GCLA Act, Cap 177, GCLA is 
tasked with managing and control-
ling industrial and consumer chemi-
cals to safeguard public health. The 
director said to ensure compliance 
with national safety standards, 
GCLA plans to test all imported and 
domestically produced paint con-
signments.

 “Our role as a regulator is to en-

sure that all stakeholders meet safe-
ty standards. We envision a nation 
free from lead,” Ndiyo affirmed. In-
ternational Lead Poisoning Preven-
tion Week, coordinated annually 
by the World Health Organization, 
raises awareness on lead’s severe 
health risks and promotes strate-
gies to address the global health is-
sue.

 This year’s theme ‘Bright Futures 
Begin Lead-Free’ emphasizes the 
need to protect children from the 

harmful effects of lead exposure. 
The week aims to highlight efforts 
by countries and partners to prevent 
childhood lead poisoning and accel-
erate phasing out of lead in paints.

Despite global progress, lead ex-
posure remains a pressing concern, 
especially for children. The cam-
paign builds on achievements such 
as the ban on leaded petrol and leg-
islative advancements limiting lead 
in paints, particularly those used in 
homes, schools and playgrounds.

MAPUTO

A GROUP of 14 healthcare pro-
fessionals from Maputo Central 
Hospital (HCM) in Maputo, the 
Mozambican capital, has returned 
to Mozambique after completing 
advanced training in Chengdu, 
the capital of southwest China’s Si-
chuan Province.

The training, held from Septem-
ber 5 to 25 and organized by the 
International Exchange Centre of 
the Sichuan Provincial Health Com-
mission, covered new nursing tech-
niques, with a focus on emergency 
procedures, intensive care, and ad-
vancements in minimally invasive 
surgeries.

“The experience was remarkable. 
We visited highly equipped health-
care facilities, including emergency 
centres, operating rooms, intensive 
care units, and robotic technology 
for minimally invasive procedures,” 
said Felisberto Namaroi, a member 
of the delegation, at a press confer-
ence in Maputo upon their arrival 
Friday.

The program is part of the co-
operation agreements between 
Mozambique and China, aimed at 
promoting knowledge and medical 
technology exchange among pro-
fessionals from Sichuan Provincial 
People’s Hospital and the Commu-

nity of Portuguese-Speaking Coun-
tries (CPLP).

Other topics covered in the train-
ing included trauma first aid, criti-
cal care, postpartum care, breast-
feeding instruction, and traditional 
Chinese medicine.

Healthcare professionals from 
other Portuguese-speaking coun-
tries, such as Cape Verde, Sao Tome 
and Principe, and Guinea-Bissau, 
also participated in the training, 
which is a testimony to China’s 
commitment to strengthening glob-
al health.

In continuous partnership with 
Mozambique, the Chinese medical 
team at HCM, which has been op-
erating in the country for 25 years, 
has contributed to the exchange 
of knowledge and modern equip-
ment.

Mozambican health professionals 
return home from training in China

Linda Tegissa (L), NMB Bank’s Head of Transactions Banking, has a word with South Korea’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Eunju Ahn (R), on the sidelines of 
the NMB-sponsored Korean-Tanzania Project 2024 meeting held in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR Law Society (ZLS) has 
been urged to take leading role 
in raising voice and taking action 
whenever the constitution and 
laws are violated by government 
authorities or institutions.

Zanzibar First Vice President 
Othman Masoud Othman made 
the call here at the weekend when 
speaking at the society’s annual 
general meeting.

He emphasized that when citi-
zens are denied their rights, the 
law society should be their refuge, 
ensuring that their rights are pro-
tected according to the constitu-
tion and ither laws.

“When the national constitution 
is breached by any person or au-
thority, the law society should be 
at the forefront in raising its voice 
and taking appropriate action 
against such violations,” he said.

He also noted that the society 
has a responsibility to safeguard 

civil rights, including advocating 
for cases in the public interest to 
promote good governance.

“It is wrong and deeply shameful 
when civil rights are endangered, 
whether due to those in author-
ity or business interests. It is not 
right for the law society to re-
main silent and neglect its duty 
to speak out. Without this, citi-
zens will lack a strong protector 
against abuses of power hence 
lack of accountability, corrup-
tion and systemic injustices,” he 
added.

Othman explained that many 
people in Zanzibar are deprived 
of their rights, particularly in ar-
eas such as land ownership and 
the right to vote and be elected 
due to misuse of laws or failure to 
adhere to them, which is against 
Zanzibar’s 1984 constitution.

He also urged lawyers to dedi-
cate time to educating citizens 
about their rights and provide le-
gal aid when citizens face issues 

or are denied justice.
Haroun Ali Suleiman, Zanzibar 

Minister for Constitution, Legal 
Affairs and Public Service, en-
couraged lawyers to uphold ethi-
cal standards in their profession, 
act fairly and build trust with the 
government, stating that there 
is no issue with advising or even 
criticizing the government.

He added that the government 
continues its efforts to strengthen 
the government of national unity 
and called on lawyers to support 
the efforts to foster national uni-
ty among Zanzibaris.

Former ZLS President Masoud 
Rukazibwa mentioned that they 
face various challenges, includ-
ing lack of opportunities to be 
appointed by the government to 
oversee contracts for various de-
velopment projects.

He also highlighted the challenge 
of limited resources, particularly in 
rural areas where legal services are 
greatly needed.

Zanzibar VP urges law society to 
speak out to protect human rights

Experts overseeing the implementation of the Julius Kambarage Nyerere Agricultural and Technology College 
project at Butiama in Mara Region take visiting World Bank team leader Prof Roberta Malee (3rd-L) around the 
site of project on Saturday. The visit was part of her tour of educational institutions that have benefited from 
funding under the Higher Education for Economic Transformation Project (HEET). Photo:  Correspondent Grace 
Mwakalinga
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USAID TUHIFADHI MALIASILI (“PRESERVE NATURAL RESOURCES”) PROJECT 

INVITATION FOR YOUTH MENTORSHIP OPPORTUNITY

USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili (“Preserve Natural Resources”) project which addresses dynamics that 
threaten habitat connectivity and the long-term persistence of biodiversity in Tanzania invites in and 
out of the college youth to apply for the first round of internship program. The project targets the 
marginalized and often socially excluded groups including the youth and women. Engagement and 
empowerment of youth in the project as co-creators of solutions can significantly support efforts to 
secure, protect, and sustain wildlife movement corridors and promote the longevity and sustainability 
of the interventions. 

USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili project has developed a Youth Mentorship Program that aim to connect, 
support, and inspire the next generation of conservators interested in biodiversity conservation and 
natural resources management careers. This year, the project will roll out the youth mentorship 
program in Kwakuchinja Wildlife Connectivity Area, Amani-Nilo Forest corridor, Ruaha Rungwa 
Inyonga Corridor, Ruaha Rungwa Katavi Corridor and Nyerere Selous Udzungwa Elephant Corridor. 
The program involves pairing mentees (youth with academic training and a keen interest in 
conservation and natural resources management) with mentors who are seasoned experts in the 
field. 

Also, we are encouraging candidates who are interested on Natural Resources Management (NRM) 
Policy and Biodiversity Conservation to apply by explaining in a cover letter their interest on this field. 

Why should you apply?
The mentoring process will aid mentees in developing their career, skills, and expertise by drawing 
upon the experiences of the mentors. Mentors will provide exposure to real-world conservation and 
natural resource management activities implemented in their projects and by their organizations. It is 
anticipated that, by the end of the program, mentees will acquire conservation leadership skills, 
knowledge, and understanding, thereby enhancing their prospects of securing employment within 
the field of biodiversity conservation and natural resource management. 

Selection criteria
• Individuals must be between the age of 18 – 30 years. 
• Possess a Certificate, Diploma, or Degree in fields such as natural resource management, 

community-based conservation, climate change, wildlife management, forestry, tourism 
management, beekeeping, community development, livestock, agriculture, and other fields 
related to biodiversity conservation. 

• Less than 1 year of on-the-job experience for youth with the aforementioned academic 
qualifications.

• At least 2 years of practical experience for youth who have not undergone formal training in the 
specified fields. 

• Reside or work in the following districts: Monduli, Babati, Muheza, Kilombero, Itigi, Chunya and 
Sikonge Districts.

• An active participant in community projects and especially those contributing to biodiversity 
conservation and/or management of natural resources.

• Applicants with the aforementioned academic qualifications who possess a keen interest in 
learning and receiving mentorship on natural resources management policy are encouraged to 
include it in their applications. Priority will be given to applicants with relevant academic 
qualifications and a demonstrated passion for the subject.

Mentorship plan
Mentees will receive mentorship for one year. Throughout this period, mentorship goals will be 
collaboratively developed by mentors and mentees, clarifying the roles and responsibilities of each 
party. The program will also entail placements at organizations where mentors work, exposure to field 
visits, and one-on-one mentoring sessions. 

Stipend 
USAID Tuhifadhi Maliasili Project will provide a stipend of TZS 400,000/- per month to the mentees to 
cover their meals and transport allowance. It is expected that mentees will be residents of villages 
and/or districts within the project area.   

How to apply
Interested individuals may submit a letter of interest and CV online: https://careers.rti.org/jobs. The 
deadline for submitting applications is November 10th, 2024. Women/Girls are encouraged to apply.

Only selected candidates will be contacted.

RTI International (www.rti.org) is an independent, nonprofit organization 
dedicated to conducting innovative, multidisciplinary research that improves 
the human condition. With a worldwide staff of more than 4,000 people, RTI 
offers innovative research and development and multidisciplinary services.

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

TANZANIA Insurance Regulatory Au-
thority (TIRA) has pledged to avail 20m/- 
for expansion of Amana Regional Refer-
ral Hospital in Dar es Salaam.

Dr Baghayo Saqware, TIRA Insurance 
Commissioner, made the pledge in Dar 
es Salaam at the weekend during a fund-
raising event organized by Office of Dar 
es Salaam Regional Commissioner in 
collaboration with the hospital.

Dr Saqware said TIRA will provide 
20m/- for the repair and construction of 
buildings for children, pregnant women 
as well as buying medical equipment to 
improve services.

He said TIRA has seen the importance 
of participating in the expansion and im-
provement of the hospital so that many 
Tanzanians can get the best services that 
at the hospital.

Dr Saqware added that the intention 
of the authority is to see that the health 
services provided are of high quality and 
reliable.

He said that the move to contribute 

to health sector will also help the insur-
ance sector as consumers of health ser-
vices are also consumers of insurance.

"The expectation is that through 
health insurance for all and the improve-
ment of hospitals like Amana, more citi-
zens will be able to access health servic-
es easily and at low cost," he said.

 In addition, he said that the efforts 
stimulate the government's goal of en-
suring that every Tanzanian gets health 
services through an insurance system 
that provides opportunities for citizens 
to pay for medical expenses easily and 
remove the burden of unexpected costs.

"TIRA believes that good health con-
tributes to the development of society 
and thus the authority is committed to 
continuing to cooperate with the health 
sector in campaigns and projects aimed 
at improving the wellbeing of citizens," 
he said.

 "Our goal is to see that every Tanzani-
an gets the best health services and that 
no one is left behind due to inability to 
pay for treatment," he said.

TIRA promises 20m/- for uplift of Amana Hospital

Natural Resources and Tourism minister Dr Pindi Chana (R) makes a surprise inspection tour of the ongoing con-
struction of the proposed Tanzania Wildlife Research Institute (TAWIRI) research centre at Kihesa in Kilolo Dis-
trict, Iringa Region, at the weekend. The facility is meant as part of strategy to enhance natural resource manage-
ment and tourism promotion in southern Tanzania. Photo courtesy of NR & T ministry

LILONGWE

THE third phase of China-aided agricultural equip-
ment and infrastructure has been handed over to the 
government of Malawi.

The package, under the China Aid Agricultural Tech-
nical Cooperation Project, included greenhouses, 
assorted agricultural machinery and infrastructure, 
aimed at promoting agriculture, one of Malawi's key 
sectors, as the country strives to achieve economic in-
dependence by 2063.

When presiding over the handover ceremony in Li-
longwe, the capital of Malawi, Zhang Chunfa, econom-
ic and commercial counselor at the Chinese Embassy 
in Malawi, described the event as "fruitful results of 
practical agricultural cooperation" between the two 
countries.

He defined the assistance project established by 
the Chinese government in Lilongwe as a landmark 
initiative in agricultural cooperation between the two 
countries.

Zhang noted that over the past nine years, three 

phases of the project have been implemented, yield-
ing long-term benefits and receiving warm recognition 
from both the Malawian government and its people.

"China has established an agricultural demonstra-
tion center, provided technical assistance, supported 
rural areas through the construction of 600 wells, and 
delivered multiple rounds of emergency humanitar-
ian food aid, with a new batch currently underway," 
explained Zhang.

He also observed that the Chinese government has 
sped up efforts to facilitate the export of Malawian ag-
ricultural products such as soybeans and groundnuts 
to China.

Accepting the third phase of the agricultural pack-
age, Malawian Minister of Agriculture Sam Kawale 
hailed the Chinese government for the equipment 
and modern agricultural technology handed over to 
Malawi.

Kawale said his ministry will continue working with 
China to fulfill Malawi's Vision 2063, with a focus on 
good, innovative ways of producing high-quality 
crops.

China hands over agri machinery, 
infrastructure to Malawian govt

KHARTOUM

TWO United Nations agencies 
have said that 3.7 million children 
under five in Sudan are at risk of 
acute malnutrition, warning of 
a worsening humanitarian crisis 
across the country.

"There are 3.7 million children 
under five projected to suffer from 
severe acute malnutrition this year 
alone and (they) are in urgent need 
of life-saving treatment," the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) and UN Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) said in a joint statement 
late Friday.

According to the statement, "The 
children are already weakened by 
hunger. If not reached soon, these 
children are 11 times more likely to 
die from preventable diseases than 
their healthier peers in Sudan."

"The humanitarian crisis in Su-
dan continues to spiral, with mil-
lions of people in desperate need 
of assistance," UNHCR Assistant 
High Commissioner for Operations 
Raouf Mazou and UNICEF Deputy 
Executive Director Ted Chaiban 
were quoted in the statement as 
saying.

The two UN officials stressed 
that a key issue in delivering criti-
cal aid has been ensuring safe, un-
impeded access to communities in 
need across Sudan.

They said UN agencies respon-
sible for the delivery of aid and 
the provision of technical assis-
tance need to be permitted by 
government authorities to have a 
sustained presence in all affected 
communities.

According to the statement, Su-
dan is now "home to one of the 
world's largest and most pressing 
displacement crises," in which 

Over 3 m children in Sudan at risk of 
acute malnutrition, say UN agencies

over 11 million people were displaced, both internally and across borders, 
while millions more, particularly children, were pushed into extreme vul-
nerability.

"An estimated 13 million people are facing acute levels of food insecu-
rity. Fourteen regions across the country are teetering on the brink of 
famine," the statement said.

Access to basic services such as safe water, healthcare, and shelter is 
severely limited, it added, stressing that the international response must 
intensify immediately to match the overwhelming scale of need.

The two agencies reaffirmed their commitment to supporting the peo-
ple of Sudan and all those impacted by the conflict, calling for sustained 
international backing, including attention to a political way to address 
the conflict.

They stressed that the protection of civilians must be paramount, say-
ing, "We urgently call on all parties to the conflict to respect international 
humanitarian law and prioritize the protection of civilians, who continue 
to face unimaginable suffering."

According to the UN, half of Sudan's population, or about 25 million 
people, need humanitarian assistance and protection.

Sudan has been ravaged by a deadly conflict between the Sudanese 
Armed Forces and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces since mid-April 
2023. According to a situation report issued by the Armed Conflict Loca-
tion & Event Data Project on Oct. 14, the conflict has resulted in more than 
24,850 deaths.
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By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE contractor building the third 
phase of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT-3) has 
been uged to work around the clock to 
ensure the project is completed and op-
erational by February next year as stipu-
lated in the contract.

Dar es Salaam regional commissioner 
Albert Chalamila made the call in the city 
at the weekend during his visit to inspect 
various projects in Ilala District.

The BRT-3 project, spanning 23 kilome-
ters from Posta in the city center through 
Tazara to Gongo la Mboto, is being con-
structed by the Chinese firm M/S Sinohy-
dro Corporation Limited. 

With the rainy season approaching, 
Chalamila urged the contractor to ex-
pedite work and establish measures 
to maintain progress despite adverse 
weather. 

“I’ve come here and seen you working 
at night. I want you to keep this momen-
tum. No excuses, I expect this road to be 
completed on time so that residents can 
benefit from it and ease congestion,” he 
said.

He also commended engineers at the 
Tanzania National Roads Agency (Tan-
roads) for their consistent day-and-night 
supervision of contractors, encouraging 
them to ensure timely completion and 
adherence to construction standards 

outlined in the contract.
“I will continue to make unannounced 

visits to check if night work is a regular 
practice and not just because you knew 
I was coming. Tanroads engineers must 
ensure that the construction complies 
with standards as billions are being in-
vested in this project,” he added.

Tanroads BRT-3 project manager 
Frank Mbilinyi assured Chalamila that 
the project is on track to be completed 
on time, with most of the road expected 
to be finished by December this year and 
fully operational by February 2025. 

"Regional Commissioner, let me assure 
you that the contractor is progressing 
well. Our government engineers work 
closely with them to ensure funds are dis-
bursed on time to prevent delays,” Mbil-
inyi stated.

Chalamila also inspected BRT-4 route 
from Mwenge to Tegeta Dawasa, cover-
ing 15.63 kilometers currently under 
construction by M/S Shandong Luqiao 
Group Co Ltd. He advised the contractor 
to increase workers to expedite work be-
fore the rainy season to minimise the risk 
of delays.

“Ensure you follow every detail in the 
construction contract. If more workers 
are needed, add them to work day and 
night. I’m glad to see you on-site tonight 
but let it not be just because you heard I 
was coming,” he said.

 IMF urges reforms in Africa oil exporter countries to strengthen 'subdued' growth
WASHINGTON

SUB-SAHARAN African nations 
that depend on commodity exports 
need to reform their economies to 
tackle patchy regional economic 
growth, International Monetary 
Fund Africa Director Abebe Aemro 
Selassie has said.

The region is expected to grow 
by 3.6 percent this year, unchanged 
from last year and down from an 
April forecast of 3.8 percent, the 
IMF said in its latest World Eco-
nomic Outlook released last week, 
with commodity economies lagging 
their diversified counterparts.

The commodity intensive coun-
tries are growing at about half the 
rate of the rest of the region, the 
IMF said in the report, with oil ex-
porters struggling the most in what 
it described as "subdued and un-
even" regional growth.

"South Sudan, Nigeria and Angola 
are all very much in that camp," 
Abebe told Reuters.

While diversified economies such 
as Senegal and Tanzania are expect-
ed to grow at above the regional av-
erage, Nigeria will fall short, grow-
ing at 2.9 percent, according to the 
IMF's regional economic outlook 
for Sub-Saharan Africa launched 

on Friday. "They have had very 
large macroeconomic imbalances, 
financing challenges which have 
held back growth," Abebe said.

He said the government in Nigeria 
needed to "squarely address" those 
challenges, since they had caused 
high inflation and put pressure on 
the cost of living.

Nigerian President Bola Tinubu's 
government has launched a series 
of reforms it says are aimed at lift-
ing economic growth and attracting 
investment.

South Africa, whose growth has 
been curbed by crippling electricity 
blackouts, is expected to grow by 1.1 

percent this year, the IMF said.
Armed conflicts are also weigh-

ing on growth, the IMF said, citing 
South Sudan's oil exports blocked 
by conflict in neighbouring Sudan, 
which hosts the crude export pipe-
line. 

"They (oil exporters) need to find 
new sources of growth, get more 
private sector investment - so work-
ing on reforms that will facilitate 
that is important," Abebe said.

Other challenges facing African 
oil producers include the global 
transition to green fuels due to cli-
mate change, the report said.

Chart: The stacked bar chart 

shows the 10 Sub-Saharan African 
with the highest share of people liv-
ing in extreme poverty.

Sub-Saharan Africa's economic 
growth is expected to improve 
slightly next year to 4.2 percent, the 
IMF report said.

The report found that nearly half 
of the 20 fastest growing economies 
in the world this year were in Sub-
Saharan Africa, but cautioned that 
faster growth rates were required 
to reduce widespread poverty and 
inequalities.

One of the main obstacles to fast-
er growth include a lack of access to 
affordable financing, the IMF said, 

as countries struggle with heavy 
debt loads and high debt servicing 
costs.

While some countries have been 
able to sell bonds on international 
capital markets this year following 
a two-year hiatus caused by geopo-
litical shocks and elevated interest 
rates in advanced economies such 
as the United States, the new fund-
ing came at a high cost.

"The old development finance 
architecture is not delivering, and, 
if anything, kind of is in the process 
of disintegrating," Abebe said, citing 
"very problematic levels" of official 
bilateral funding for poor countries.

UNDP’s Resident Representative in Tanzania, Shigeki Komatsubara, cuts the ribbon in Dar es Salaam at the weekend when gracing the handing-
over of seaweed processing and other equipment meant to support seaweed farmers and crab fishermen. To his left is Tanga regional commis-
sioner Dr Batilda Burian and to his right is Livestock and Fisheries ministry deputy permanent secretary Dr Edwin Mhede. Photo: Correspon-
dent Hamida Kamchalla

Complete BRT-3 project as per 
agreed time, RC tells contractor 

By Henry Mwangonde 

MEDICINES manufacturer Shelys Phar-
maceuticals has called on Tanzanians to 
embrace exercise as a way to combat the 
growing burden of Non-Communicable 
Diseases (NCDs).

During a charity walk to celebrate 
Amana Regional Referral Hospital's 70th 
anniversary at the weekend, the form’s 
Country Manager Focus Magessa empha-
sized the importance of physical activity 
in promoting health. 

He noted that the event aimed to inspir-
ing its staff and the general public to pri-
oritize exercise in their lives.

As part of their support, Shelys Pharma-
ceuticals donated 12 beds and mattresses, 
valued at 14m/- , to Amana Regional Re-
ferral Hospital. 

"Shelys Pharmaceuticals has been a 
longstanding partner of Amana Hospital 
and we are here today to offer various 
forms of assistance. We hope the beds 
will enhance patient care and aid hospi-
tal staff in moving patients easily, thanks 
to their lightweight design and wheels," 
he said.

The charity walk began at Shelys Phar-
maceuticals offices in Mwenge and con-
cluded at Amana Hospital. 

"We use these charity walks to promote 
health of our employees and encourage 
those without exercise routine to get ac-
tive at least once a month," he said.

Dr Bryceson Kiwelu, Medical Officer in 
charge of Amana Regional Referral Hospi-
tal, expressed gratitude for Shelys Phar-
maceuticals' contribution. 

He highlighted that the new beds would 
significantly improve patient care. 

"Amana Hospital, one of the oldest hos-
pitals in the country, has served citizens 
for many years even before independ-
ence. We are thankful for the support 
from Shelys Pharmaceuticals," he said.

Dr. Kiwelu urged other institutions and 
stakeholders to contribute to hospitals in 
need to bolster the government’s efforts 
in enhancing the health sector.

"The health policy encourages com-
munity involvement in development. It’s 
time for everyone to contribute to hos-
pitals requiring assistance to strengthen 
healthcare services across the country," 
he said.

In celebration of Amana Hospital's 70th 
anniversary, the facility received over 
1.2bn/- in donations, with expectations to 
reach 3bn/-. 

The hospital remains open to contribu-
tions aimed at improving services.

Drug manufacturer touts 
exercise in tackling NCDs 

By Correspondent Idda Mushi, 
Nzega

SMALL-SCALE gold miners, 
processors and licence hold-
ers in Nzega District, Tabora 
Region, have urged the govern-
ment to ban the use of mercury 
in their operations due to its 
harmful effects on health and 
the environment.

They voiced this request at 
the weekend in separate inter-
views with journalists visiting 
the area with experts from the 
Chief Government Chemist 
Laboratory Agency (CGCLA) in 
the central zone. The experts 

were there to educate miners 
on safe use and handling of 
mercury.

Some miners, processors, 
and licence holders at Mine 
Number Five in Lusu, Mkwaju-
ni Hamlet, Nzega District, asked 
the government to provide a 
safer alternative and ensure se-
curity measures are in place as 
the theft of chemicals by indi-
viduals known as "manyani" is 
common in the area. The World 
Health Organization (WHO) has 
identified mercury as one of the 
top 10 most hazardous chemi-
cals to human health and the 
environment.

“Having discovered signifi-
cant risks of mercury, I suggest 
that the government should 
promote a safer alternative,” 
said Aboubakar Nuru, a small-
scale gold miner.

Another miner, Salum Ngo-
zani, highlighted that while 
mercury is hazardous, replac-
ing it requires a proper strategy, 
especially to secure alternatives 
like sodium cyanide, which 
comes in large bags and can be 
more challenging to use secure-
ly in small-scale operations.

"We can't say mercury 
shouldn’t be banned due to its 
dangers, but while we’re en-

couraged to form groups to use 
sodium cyanide, many miners 
can’t afford it, and those who 
can face theft risks from 'man-
yani' who steal it. Mercury, by 
contrast, is easier to secure as 
it comes in small bottles,” he 
said.

 He also acknowledged the 
health risks miners face from 
mercury and called for a struc-
tured approach to introducing 
safer alternatives.

Joseph Mabondo, Nzega 
Miners’ Association Chairman 
thanked the government for 
the educational initiative and 
advised CGCLA to extend the 

outreach to other mining areas 
such as Mine Number Seven, 
Kilabili, Mahene, Isunga and 
Mwaguhuli. He mentioned that 
miners are also being educat-
ed on measures like building 
trenches to prevent wastewa-
ter from contaminating sur-
rounding areas.

Gerald Mollel, CGCLA Man-
ager for Central Zone, ex-
plained that they reached out 
directly to miners at their sites 
to deliver education. He con-
firmed that mercury is indeed 
unsafe, and its use is being 
phased out internationally. In 
some sectors such as health-

care and manufacturing, mer-
cury use has already been dis-
continued, and the Tanzanian 
government plans to eliminate 
it within a few years.

“We can’t stop its use imme-
diately; so, we continue edu-
cating miners on cautious use 
and protective gear to mitigate 
health risks. Mercury damages 
the lungs, affects the brain and 
can cause tremors, making it 
hard for people to work,” he 
said. He encouraged miners 
to form groups to facilitate the 
use of sodium cyanide, a safer 
alternative with less severe 
health and environmental im-

pacts.
Fatuma Kyando, Resident 

Mining Officer in Tabora, em-
phasized the government’s 
commitment to miners’ health, 
aiming to ensure they can 
work safely and benefit from 
their earnings.

“Educating licence hold-
ers alone is not enough; the 
knowledge must reach min-
ers themselves, helping them 
understand the dangers and 
ways to avoid them. Chemical 
mismanagement doesn’t just 
harm miners but affects sur-
rounding communities,” she 
said.

Ban mercury use in mining, artisanal miners urge govt

Tanzania Revenue Authority commissioner general Yusuph Mwenda (in chocolate brown suit) pictured in Dar Salaam yesterday 
presenting awards to Baobab Secondary School students, overall winners of a Tax Clubs Competition for secondary schools in Dar es 
Salaam and Coast regions. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala
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By Guardian Reporter

THE ongoing refurbishment of a natu-
ral gas well at Songo Songo block in Lindi 
Region is expected to boost production 
by approximately 20 million cubic feet 
per day.

According to authorities, the well (SS7) 
undergoing refurbishment, encountered 
technical challenges that led to a tempo-
rary suspension of gas production.

Charles Sangweni, Director General of 
the Petroleum Upstream Regulatory Au-
thority (PURA) announced at the week-
end during a visit to Songo Songo block to 
oversee progress of the renovation.

He said the refurbishment project is 
projected to cost around $20 million 
(54bn/-) and is expected to be completed 
by early November 2024.

“Timely completion is crucial due to in-
creasing energy demands in the country. 
Once the refurbishment is completed, the 
block can generate up to 100 megawatts 
of electricity,” he said.

Sangweni said in the first quarter of 
the 2024/25 financial year, the aver-
age natural gas production from Songo 
Songo block reached approximately 86 
million cubic feet per day, indicating a 
robust demand for natural gas.

He said the development is particular-

ly promising for Tanzania’s energy sec-
tor, which strives to enhance electricity 
generation capacity amid growing de-
mand.

He noted that natural gas production 
from Songo Songo block began in 2004, 
with the primary goal of supporting elec-
tricity generation. 

The block has been instrumental in 
meeting the country’s energy needs, es-
pecially as Tanzania continues to expand 
its industrial base and improve access to 
electricity for its population. Currently, 
the Songo Songo block comprises six 
operational wells namely SS3, SS5, SS9, 
SS10, SS11 and SS12.

 “The expected increase in production 
from well SS7 will not only enhance ener-
gy supply but is also anticipated to have 
a positive ripple effect on the economy, 
potentially attracting further invest-
ments in the energy sector,” he said.

Additionally, the refurbishment aims 
to improve the overall operational effi-
ciency of Songo Songo block, addressing 
previous technical challenges and ensur-
ing a more reliable production process.

“This initiative underscores the govern-
ment’s commitment to sustainable ener-
gy development and its strategic role in 
fostering economic growth through en-
hanced energy supply,” he said.

Songo Songo gas well repair to 
boost daily production, supply

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

A TOTAL of 132 students and teachers have won the 
7th China Ambassador’s awards for making special con-
tributions to learning and teaching Chinese language in 
2024.

The awards that were established in 2018, aim at ce-
menting further the bilateral ties between the two coun-
tries on cultural aspects.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam on Thursday during the 
award issuing ceremony, the Ambassador of China to 
Tanzania, Chen Mingjian, said learning mandarin is key 
towards embracing various opportunities brought by 
the existing bilateral ties.

“It is a great pleasure to congratulate 132 teachers and 
students who have made special contributions to Chi-
nese language teaching or excelled in Chinese language 
learning in 2024 and won the awards. The winners are 
from the University of Dar es Salaam, the University of 
Dodoma, Muslim University of Morogoro, the State Uni-
versity of Zanzibar and 18 secondary schools,” she said.

“As a plan to strengthen cultural exchange with Tanza-
nia, the embassy is planning to enroll more local teach-
ers in a Chinese language exchange programme. As per 
the implementation, this coming weekend three teach-
ers will go to China for a half a month period.”

According to her, Tanzania and other African coun-
tries have seen an enthusiasm and passion for Chinese 
language learning by incorporating Mandarin subject 
into their national education system.

Prof Carolyne Nombo, Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, ex-
pressed her appreciation for the support provided by 
the embassy, highlighting contributions made through 
the Confucius Institute, which sends volunteer teachers 
to various schools and universities, enriching education-
al experience and fostering cultural exchange.

Tarick Kiange, a lecturer at the Muslim University of 
Morogoro emphasized the importance of language as a 
unifying tool, highlighting that much knowledge is em-
bedded in the cultural context of language.

“Many individuals initially struggle with limited profi-
ciency but gradually develop their skills over time,” he 
said.

Agatha Lyimo, Bank of Africa Tanzania’s Mbeya branch manager, pictured at the weekend shedding light to visitors on the bank’s 
operations at the bank’s booth during the Fourth National Financial Services Week exhibition held in Mbeya city. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

Over 100 students, teachers given 
awards for excellence in Mandarin

ADDIS ABABA
ONE month since the Marburg virus disease outbreak, 

Rwanda has recorded 10 consecutive days with no new 
death but one single case over the same period, accord-
ing to Rwandan Minister of Health Sabin Nsanzimana.

Nsanzimana made the announcement while address-
ing a special online media briefing on Thursday on the 
multi-country mpox outbreak in Africa and the Marburg 
virus disease outbreak in Rwanda alongside Africa Cen-
tres for Disease Control and Prevention (Africa CDC) of-
ficials. 

He said the number of confirmed Marburg virus dis-
ease cases in Rwanda has risen to 63, with a single new 
case confirmed on Wednesday, the first in 10 days.

"It is a month since the first cases of the Marburg virus 
disease were confirmed in Rwanda. It is an outbreak that 
we are controlling. We have had almost nine days with-
out new cases, but (on Wednesday) one of the health 
professionals who have been taking care of all the Mar-
burg cases tested positive," the health minister said.

Noting that the health professional who tested positive 
for the virus is currently doing well, Nsanzimana said the 
latest case "is important information that even if we had 
this period without a new case (of death), this one still 
happened."

"The good thing is that the person has been in the treat-
ment centre and has no contact outside as the centre is 
under high infection prevention protocol," he added.

Rwandans mark 10 days without 
new death from Marburg disease
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Women training, business expansion 
rapidly charting new social structures
Dar es Salaam city administra-

tors  have been relentlessly appeal-
ing to women traders to put to use 
free training being extended by 
the College of Business Education 
(CBE) to enhance their businesses 
and access international markets.

There has recently been a three-
day training session for over 600 
such traders from Ilala District, 
who were asked to appreciate the 
need to shift from traditional busi-
ness practices to more informed 
and strategic approaches. Many are 
admittedly doing that already, and 
it also affects their daily contact 
with wider reality.

What is ironical in this context 
isn’t the danger of women busi-
nesses failing but, on the contrary, 
what ‘dangers’ there might be if all 
women seeking to do business ac-
tually succeed.

Evidently, there would be greater 
equality with men in the number of 
businesses owned or operated by 
women and those run by men, but 
the comparison would likely stop 
there.

What would be in free fall is 
expectation of conformity to ‘tra-
ditional roles’, which have for dec-
ades been faulted as relics of patri-
archal oppression.

What will likely improve is that 
there will be greater avenues of 
assistance for women, especially 
those raising children single-hand-
ed or taking care of weak adults 
only courtesy of limited funds avail-
able for women.

Here the picture is less uniform 
and definitely unclear, as in many 

cases the ‘women in business’ 
movement tends to fortify patriar-
chal ties while there is a dimension 
of weakening such links.

Some successful men enable 
their spouses to run businesses 
and then they access credit and 
other avenues, tending to fortify 
the household but not necessarily 
reaching out to other women.

This privilege of women being 
successful is less directed at uplift-
ing other women as activists would 
be inclined to believe, or to wish, 
but rather accessing privileges that 
women have been for long restrict-
ed from pursuing. 

When both wife and husband 
work, the way in which time is par-
celled out during the day changes 
dramatically, as each of the part-
ners learns to allow the other to 
work more or less freely.

Yet it‘s somewhat interesting to 
try and find out who is raising wor-
ries about such ‘division of labour’. 
Most of those running businesses 
will likely be satisfied with ‘what 
there is,’ though it is hard to use the 
same ‘language’ when it is either 
spouse or partner – or both spous-
es or partners – having money to 
spare.

What society has always wished 
for is that mothers be available for 
the children, which is largely the 
case with front-door or street-side 
businesses close to the living prem-
ises.

When a woman has scaled that 
level of preoccupation and branch-
es out into actual business affairs, 
the situation often changes.

New study indicates no level of alcohol consumption is safe for brain health
By George Citroner

A new study challenges long-held beliefs 
about alcohol and brain health, revealing 
a surprising finding – that there may be no 
safe amount to drink if you want to protect 
your mind from dementia.

Researchers have uncovered evidence 
that the comforting notion that light-to-
moderate drinking can provide cognitive 
benefits may not be true. The research 
directly links alcohol consumption to an 
increased risk of developing dementia.

Projected estimates indicate that world-
wide, the number of people living with 
dementia could balloon from more than 
57 million in 2019 to nearly 153 million by 
2050.

This trend points to an urgent need for 
effective prevention strategies, particu-
larly as research continues to elucidate 
the complexities of known modifiable risk 
factors for the condition, one being alco-
hol consumption.

Research published earlier this month 
in eClinicalMedicine found that increased 
predicted alcohol consumption based on 
genetic factors is positively linked with 
a greater risk of developing dementia 
among current drinkers.

The findings cast doubt on the idea that 
any level of alcohol consumption is safe 
for dementia prevention.

While heavy drinking is a well-estab-
lished risk factor for dementia, whether 
there is a similar association between 
light-to-moderate alcohol consumption 
and dementia has remained a subject of 
debate.

Past studies often contained biases, 
such as “abstainer bias”, where non-drink-
ers tend to be compared with drinkers 
who may enjoy better health or cognitive 
function, skewing the results.

These analyses sometimes didn’t ac-
count for cognitive decline occurring 
before the study or interactions with pre-
existing health conditions.

Claire Sexton, Alzheimer’s Association 
senior director of scientific programs 
and outreach, told The Epoch Times that 
there remains some debate regarding the 
impact of light-to-moderate alcohol con-
sumption.

“Some studies suggest that, among 
adults at midlife and older, light-to-moder-
ate drinking may be associated with lower 
risk of cognitive decline compared with 
not drinking,” she said.

She added: Others show that moderate 
levels of alcohol may be associated with 
adverse brain outcomes, including lower 
hippocampal volumes.”

In this latest study, researchers exam-
ined data from the UK Biobank, screening 
nearly 314,000 white British adults who 
currently drink.

They looked for any direct relation-
ship between light-to-moderate alcohol 
consumption and dementia risk using 
advanced genetic techniques, specifically 
Mendelian randomisation (MR), to lessen 
biases typical in observational studies.

Specifically, MR refers to the use of ge-

netic variation to address whether 
modifiable factors cause different 
outcomes, such as disease.

Participants provided information 
about their drinking habits, with re-
searchers tracking dementia cases 
through hospital and death records 
over 13.2 years. The average alcohol 
consumption recorded was 13.6 units 
per week, with nearly half of the par-
ticipants exceeding the UK’s recom-
mended limit of 14 units per week.

Men reported higher consump-
tion than women, averaging 20.2 
units weekly compared to women’s 
9.5 units. Interestingly, a greater pro-
portion of women (68.6 per cent) 
adhered to the recommended limits, 
compared to only 34.2 per cent of 
men.

The researchers observed a J-
shaped pattern in their analysis, 
where low levels of drinking (11.9 
units per week) were linked with the 
lowest dementia risk. However, this 
risk increased at higher consumption 
levels, especially among men, who 
showed the lowest dementia risk at 
16.8 units of alcohol per week. 

While this J-shaped curve suggests 
a protective effect from moderate 
drinking, the study’s genetic analysis 
revealed a more nuanced reality.

The findings indicated that individ-
uals possessing genes associated with 
greater alcohol consumption were 
more likely to develop dementia, par-
ticularly women.

According to researchers, this sug-
gests that alcohol may have a direct 
role in elevating dementia risk, espe-
cially among people who consume 
higher amounts. In men, the risks of 
alcohol may be masked by other asso-
ciated risk factors, including smoking.

The study concluded that a linear 
relationship exists between alcohol 
intake and the likelihood of devel-
oping dementia, which contradicts 
prior epidemiological findings sug-
gesting that moderate alcohol intake 
conferred protective benefits.

The MR analysis indicated that 
these protective claims could stem 
from biases such as abstainer bias 

and confounding factors such as par-
ticipants’ socio-economic status.

“This study reports that higher lev-
els of current alcohol consumption 
were linked with increased incidence 
of dementia among current drinkers 
and found no ‘safe’ level of alcohol 
consumption,” Sexton noted. 

Although the researchers com-
bined linear and non-linear MR 
analyses to strengthen their conclu-
sions, they also acknowledged limi-
tations. These include reliance on 
self-reported drinking habits and the 
demographic homogeneity of the UK 
Biobank participants, which poten-
tially affected the findings’ applicabil-
ity to broader populations.

The protective association be-
tween light-to-moderate alcohol 
consumption and dementia might 
be confounded by healthier lifestyle 
choices prevalent among moderate 
drinkers or the socio-economic fac-
tors influencing alcohol consumption 
patterns.

Drinking behaviours are related to 
many lifestyle factors, which couldn’t 
be controlled in most conventional 
epidemiology studies. These limita-
tions highlighted the challenges of 
confounding and reverse causality in 
alcohol-related epidemiology studies.

Dr Asish Gulati, a board-certified 
neurologist in Washington, D.C., affili-
ated with George Washington Univer-
sity Hospital, told The Epoch Times in 
an email that alcohol can significantly 
impact brain health, “particularly in 
areas responsible for memory and 
cognition”.

She explained that two key com-
ponents of alcohol, ethanol and ac-
etaldehyde, are neurotoxic and can 
lead to inflammation and structural 
changes in the brain – especially in 
the hippocampus, which is essential 
for memory formation and spatial 
navigation.

[Neurotoxic substances are those 
that can harm the nervous system, 
potentially leading to psychiatric dis-
orders or neurodegenerative diseases 
in humans].

“Research shows that the hip-

pocampus is particularly vulnerable 
to alcohol, and even moderate con-
sumption can lead to its shrinkage. 
Additionally, alcohol use can con-
tribute to overall brain shrinkage and 
disrupt white matter integrity, which 
affects brain function,” Gulati wrote.

She explained that long-term 
drinking is associated with various 
cognitive impairments, including dif-
ficulties with learning, memory re-
call, and executive functioning.

“The negative effects of alcohol on 
brain health are profound,” she said, 
highlighting the importance of mod-
eration and abstinence and aware-
ness of its potential consequences

The hippocampus is part of the 
brain that is responsible for memory 
and learning. This small structure 
helps one remember, in the short 
term as well as in the long-term, and 
gain awareness from one’s environ-
ment. It is at risk of injury or damage 
from underlying conditions like Alz-
heimer’s disease.

Gulati warned that the brain’s abil-
ity to recover from alcohol-induced 
damage is limited, especially follow-
ing long-term, heavy consumption.

She pointed out that damage to 
neurons and critical brain structures, 
particularly those involved in cogni-
tive functions like memory, is often 
permanent.

She said that there is some neuro-
plasticity in the brain that allows for 
minor recovery in the early stages 
or with moderate alcohol intake but 
that chronic exposure can result in 
irreversible harm. However, ceasing 
alcohol consumption and adopting a 
healthy lifestyle can promote recov-
ery.

Neurogenesis, or the formation of 
new neurons, can occur, particularly 
in the hippocampus, and this can 
lead to improvements in cognitive 
functions, said Gulati.

She added: “Though complete re-
covery may not be possible, signifi-
cant benefits can arise from lifestyle 
changes and abstaining from alco-
hol.”

“The current study found a positive 
linear relationship between any level 
of alcohol consumption and demen-
tia risk,” said Gulati.

She elaborated: “While the focus 
on current drinkers of white British 
descent may limit the generalisability 
of the findings, the results underscore 
the necessity for increased caution 
regarding any alcohol intake owing 
to its potential detrimental effects on 
cognitive health.”

• A dispatch originally published 
in The Epoch Times (Health). 
George Citroner reports on health 
and medicine, covering topics that 
include cancer, infectious diseases 
and neurodegenerative condi-
tions.

EAC police chiefs could have so much 
to do if EA Common Market stagnates

EFFORTS have continued for sev-
eral years to link surveillance and 
crime preventing initiatives among 
member states of the Southern 
Africa Development Community 
(SADC), and the East African Com-
munity (EAC) is busy working on 
the matter.

The partner states’ police chiefs 
were meeting in Dar es Salaam at 
midweek to devise a common strat-
egy to tackle cross-border crimes in 
the region and enhance operational 
coordination.

It was a meeting of purposes with 
observations on why that procedure 
is important for regional security, 
with underlying challenges likely to 
be far-reaching as well.

The meeting focused on liaisons 
involving criminal investigation de-
partments as well as immigration, 
prisons and motor vehicles registra-
tion agencies.

It is widely believed that liaisons 
involving such agencies can help to 
unravel criminal networks with in-
terrogation of suspects in any of the 
partner states.

The police chiefs are reported 
to have concurred that emerging 
peace and security threats in the re-
gion pose a threat to social, political 
and economic development.

There is however clear difficulty 
in just how to develop harmonised 
strategies to fight contemporary 
crimes, as it requires that there are 
no counteracting interests within 
the police forces or among coun-
tries.

The threats indicated pose an-
other dimension to the problem, 
first in relation to data gathering and 
secondly in stemming conflicts of 
interest with powerful local groups.

There are credible discrepancies 
in standards, as many countries see 
depositing of cash with offshore 
banks as financial crime while ma-
jor destinations of capital flows like 
the United States have rules govern-
ing banks that mirror those of off-
shore localities.

The fact that countries wish to 
attract foreign capital implies that 

they relax controls on the sourcing 
of capital, as everyone seeks out the 
most convenient sources for large 
credits.

Whether the situation is any bet-
ter with human and drug trafficking 
is a different matter, while commu-
nal violence is largely an internal is-
sue as it doesn’t spill over to nearby 
states. This is much unlike pockets 
of terrorism which also came up for 
discussion at the meeting.

The laying out of strategies to 
strengthen peace and security in-
frastructure is relatively straightfor-
ward when it comes to setting up 
equipped offices, complete with 
desk personnel or sub-sector ex-
perts, usually tied up with investiga-
tion agencies.

It is a different matter focusing on 
the local cells of budding crime and 
how they are connected with shady 
business operators or politicians.

Like everything done in public ad-
ministration or in wider society, the 
remedies that governance agencies 
seek are usually partial and often ex-
perimental, which could be chiefly 
why the meeting placed a premium 
on the need for enhancing legal 
frameworks.

The training and capacity build-
ing aspect was equally predictable, 
particularly in the ever-evolving 
sphere of cybercrime and group 
communications facilitating other 
instances of crime.

Even worse, diminishing confi-
dence in some governing authori-
ties could keep wide sections of the 
police continually on guard in the 
streets or going after opponents, not 
civil tasks.

Workable collaboration between 
police forces calls for stability and 
predictability so that any incident 
is examined like any other, without 
investigative personnel looking over 
the shoulder to see if ‘big brother’ 
has an interest in the matter.

When political factions are locked 
in war footing, big crimes usually 
relate to this or that side building its 
reserves or fiduciary stock – ready 
for ongoing battles.
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recognized as Tanzania’s 
Best Bank by Global Fi-
nance once again,” said 
Nsekela. 

“This award signifies 
that we are indeed on the 
right path – delivering a 
distinguished experience 
to our customers and 
value to our shareholders, 
while making impactful 
contributions to Tanza-
nia’s financial sector.”

The Bank has seen an 
unprecedented year of 

overall performance, at-
tributed in large part to 
enhancements in its digi-
tal infrastructure, which 
have bolstered efficiency 
and innovation in service 
delivery. 

Nsekela emphasized 
that the Bank’s notable 
growth stems from pur-
poseful strategies across 
all areas, solidifying CRDB 
Bank as the preferred fi-
nancial institution in Tan-
zania.

“These awards are not 
only a reflection of our 
commitment to excel-
lence but also a tribute to 
our customers, partners, 
and the entire CRDB Bank 
team who share a vision 
for a prosperous Tanza-
nia,” he added. “It is a privi-
lege to be named both Saf-
est Bank and Best Bank in 
Tanzania, as we advance 
our mission to empower 
Tanzanians and extend 
our influence on the inter-

national stage.”
With over 14trn/- in as-

sets, CRDB Bank stands as 
Tanzania’s largest bank, 
recognized for consist-
ent success across critical 
business metrics. 

Joseph Giarraputo, 
Founder and Editorial Di-
rector of Global Finance, 
highlighted the bank’s 
dedication to financial in-
clusion and commitment 
to exceptional service, 
stating, “Over the past 
year, CRDB Bank has made 
impressive strides in deliv-
ering world-class services 
and fostering trust among 
its customers across the 
nation.”

During the World Eco-
nomic Summit in Wash-
ington, D.C., Nsekela also 
took part in a high-profile 
panel on digital payment 
transformation, where he 
emphasized CRDB Bank’s 
dedication to advancing 
digital solutions that en-
hance financial accessibil-
ity.

 Additionally, Nsekela 
engaged in strategic meet-
ings with prominent finan-
cial organizations includ-
ing the World Bank, Exim 
Bank USA, MUFG, Yaatra 
Ventures, and TIAA, aim-
ing to unlock new capital 
streams and position Tan-
zania as an emerging force 
in the global economy. 

 By Guardian Reporter

Foreign investors record-
ed a 3.9bn/- shares sell-
off at the Dar es Salaam 
Stock Exchange (DSE) 

last week, the amount which is 
equivalent to 50 percent of total 
shares they have sold since the 
start of the current quarter, which 
were all bought by local investors.

The DSE market reports show 
that all the selloff deals were con-
ducted during the last three days 
of the week, involving block trade 
pre-arranged market board on 
Tanzania Breweries Limited (TBL) 
and CRDB Bank counters.

Since the start of the current 
quarter, foreign investors have 
so far sold shares valued 7.8bn/-, 
which is equivalent to 43.45 per-
cent of total value of shares sold 
and more than 100 percent of to-
tal value of shares they sold dur-
ing the last quarter.

The Wednesday’s market re-
port shows foreign investors sold 
shares valued 1.3bn/-, which was 
equivalent to 58.79 percent of to-
tal value of shares sold, which in-
volved both TBL and CRDB coun-
ters through block trade deals.

On Thursday, the report shows 
that foreign investors also ap-
peared into the market by selling 
shares valued 1.06bn/-, which was 
equivalent to 72.86 percent of to-
tal value of shares sold, which also 

involved block trade on CRDB 
Bank and TBL counters.

During the last day of the week, 
the daily report shows that foreign 
investors participated the market 
by selling shares valued 1.48bn/- 
or 90.89 percent of total value 
of shares sold, on TBL counter 
through block trade pre-arranged 
market board.

However, the report shows for-
eign investors also participated 
through buying shares on Mon-
day valued 88.8m/-.

Analysts say the market out-
look for the Dar es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) will largely hinge 
on the economic environment, 

influenced by factors like the Cen-
tral Bank of Tanzania’s monetary 
policy stance, currency stability, 
and investor sentiment both lo-
cally and regionally. 

Key sectors to monitor include 
banking, telecommunications, 
and manufacturing, especially 
considering ongoing interest rate 
trends and demand shifts in con-
sumer goods.

After the Central Bank decided 
to maintain the Central Bank Rate 
at 6 percent during the fourth 
quarter, analysts say this could 
spur greater activity in banking 
and finance stocks as borrowing 
costs stabilize, possibly increasing 

investment in equity markets. 
The banking sector has ex-

hibited significant activity, with 
institutions like CRDB Bank and 
NMB Bank being pivotal in market 
movements.

However, if inflation remains a 
concern, further monetary tight-
ening could impact liquidity, po-
tentially slowing down trading 
volumes.

“Tanzania’s economy has dem-
onstrated robust performance, 
with the Bank of Tanzania pro-
jecting a 5.4 percent growth for 
the year, supported by steady in-
creases in public and private sec-
tor investments, as well as export 
growth . This economic stability 
is likely to foster a favorable en-
vironment for the stock market,” 
says an analyst.

The outlook will also be shaped 
by investor reactions to Q4 earn-
ings, where strong performances 
could bolster confidence in DSE-
listed firms.

Recent data indicates a cau-
tiously optimistic outlook for 
Tanzania’s equity market as of 
mid-October 2024, with the Dar 
es Salaam Stock Exchange All 
Share Index (DSEI) showing gains, 
spurred by cross-listed firms.

Additionally, foreign inves-
tors began Q4 with net inflows 
of 940m/- into the DSE, signaling 
growing confidence in the market.
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Energy and electricity alone could generate up to 2 million direct jobs in Africa by the 
end of the decade.

Africa’s ‘green’ 
economy set to 
create 3m jobs 

 By Guardian Correspondent

Africa could see up to 3.3 million new 
direct jobs by 2030 in the green econo-
my, particularly in sectors like solar en-
ergy, electric vehicle production, and 
climate-smart agriculture. 

This insight comes from a report 
published in late July by FSD Africa, a 
British government-funded develop-
ment agency, and HR consulting firm 
Shortlist.

The eport, titled “Forecasting Green 
Jobs in Africa”, identifies five key sectors 
that show job-creating potential across 
Africa: energy and electricity, mobility 
and transportation, agriculture and na-
ture, construction and real estate, and 
manufacturing and materials. 

These sectors, chosen for their readi-
ness on the continent, were then split 
into 12 sub-sectors, including solar, 
wind, geothermal, and hydro; Electric 
2/3 wheelers; Climate smart agri-tech-
nology, aquaculture and poultry; Waste 
remediation and recycling; battery 
storage, Power transmission and dis-
tribution; charging infrastructure; and 
ecosystem and nature-based solutions 
(NBS).

The report’s modeling estimates that 
energy and electricity alone could gen-
erate up to 2 million direct jobs by the 
end of the decade, accounting for about 
70 percent of the projected green jobs. 

Solar energy could create around 1.7 
million of these jobs, or 57 percent of 
the total, while electricity transmission 
and distribution could add another 
197,000 jobs.

Agriculture and nature sectors could 
add up to 700,000 jobs (about 25 per-
cent of the total). Within this, climate-
smart agricultural technologies could 
account for 377,000 jobs, aquaculture 
and poultry farming 189,000 jobs, and 
ecosystem conservation for another 
117,000 jobs.

The report also forecasts growth for 
five high-potential African countries: 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC), Ethiopia, Kenya, Nigeria, and 
South Africa. 

These nations alone could gener-
ate up to 700,000 green jobs by 2030, 
about 22 percent of the continent’s 
green employment potential.

South Africa leads the forecast with 
85,000 to 275,000 potential new 
jobs, followed by Nigeria (60,000 to 
240,000), Kenya (40,000 to 240,000), 
Ethiopia (30,000 to 130,000), and the 
DRC (15,000 to 45,000). 

Each country shows unique 
strengths: hydropower is expected to 
drive job creation in the DRC (16,000 
jobs) and Ethiopia (33,000 jobs), while 
solar energy leads in South Africa 
(140,000 jobs) and Kenya (111,000 jobs). 

Aquaculture and poultry farming 
could become the top job source in Ni-
geria, generating an estimated 69,000 
jobs.

The report highlights that 60 percent 
of these green jobs would be skilled 
positions, which could support Africa’s 
growing middle class. 

Of these, 10 percent would require 
university degrees, 30 percent would 
require specialized certifications, and 
20 percent would cover administra-
tive roles. Unskilled jobs would offer 
stability and opportunities for upward 
mobility.

The report stresses that for African 
countries to maximize green job po-
tential, they would need to mobilize 
over $100 billion annually. This fund-
ing would support workforce training, 
infrastructure development, and the 
creation of business-friendly regula-
tions to reduce investment risks.

FSD Africa and Shortlist recommend 
policymakers encourage collaboration 
across governments, private sectors, 
educational institutions, and inves-
tors to fully capture the benefits of the 
green economy.

Africa’s green economy represents 
a vision for sustainable development 
that integrates economic growth with 
environmental stewardship, emphasiz-
ing the responsible use of resources, 
climate resilience, and equitable social 
outcomes.

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Investment Center 
(TIC) Executive Director Gilead Teri 
has called on more South Korean 
companies to come and invest in 
Tanzania as the country created a 
better investment environment.

 Teri made the call in Dar es Salaam 
over the weekend during an interac-
tive hybrid session dubbed, “2024 
Korea – Tanzania Project Plaza’ that 
brought together over 100 compa-
nies in Dar es Salaam and online. 

The interactive session brought 
together various South Korean firms 
engaged in oil and gas, water, min-
ing, shipping, manufacturing, logis-
tics, and infrastructure projects.

He said: “There are numerous rea-

sons for South Korean firms to come 
and invest in Tanzania. Apart from 
the long-term bilateral relations that 
both countries continue to enjoy, 
Tanzania has for the past two dec-
ades pursued sound and robust eco-
nomic policies that have resulted in 
an annual average growth of about 7 
percent.” 

Teri noted that Tanzania has quite 
a diverse economy giving a lot of op-
tions to potential investors with both 
bilateral and multilateral trading ar-
rangements.

 “South Korean firms operating in 
Tanzania will be in a position to ac-
cess different markets,” he stressed.

 Korean Ambassador to Tanzania, 
Ahn Eunju commended the partner-
ship between the two countries re-

iterating her country’s commitment 
to shared growth.

 “We’ve been collaborating with 
Tanzania in various sectors. Am con-
fident that our relationship will even 
grow stronger in the years to come,” 
she said.

Linda Teggisa, the NMB bank’s 
head of transaction banking reiter-
ated its commitment to financing 
South Korean companies with inter-
est in investing in Tanzania, as part 
of its efforts to support sustainable 
economic growth.

She said: “This is further cemented 
by a strategic partnership sealed be-
tween our bank and Korea Finance 
for Construction (K-FINCO) a few 
months back. Through this partner-
ship, we aim to extend our financial 
solutions further in the form of trade 
finance facilities to support the ex-
ecution of the projects.”

 Tegessia added: “We expect to ex-
tend other services including capital 
financing, asset financing, and trans-
actional solutions to cover the entire 
value chain of the projects,”

 She noted that the bank will con-
tinue to be a strong player in pro-
ject financing through partnerships 
with global financial institutions and 
commended the sixth phase Gov-
ernment for creating a conducive 

business environment.
 “A very strong regulatory frame-

work has helped push the growth 
of the banking and financial sector 
in recent years. The banking sector 
has seen consistent growth in credit 
provisions from 34.6trn/- in 2021 to 
46trn/- according to reports,” she 
said.

 She noted that her bank will con-
tinue playing a leading role in driv-
ing financial inclusion as part of ef-
forts to bridge the no-banked gap.

 Tegessia during the event com-
mended the long-term relationship 
between Tanzania and South Korea 
adding that the ties between the two 
countries have continued to foster 
development.

TIC invites Koreans to invest in Tanzania

By Guardian Corre-
spondent, Washington, D.C

CRDB Bank has cement-
ed its position as a power-
house in Tanzania’s bank-
ing sector, after receiving 
the prestigious titles of 
‘Best Bank in Tanzania’ 
and ‘Safest Bank in Tan-
zania’, awarded by Global 
Finance Magazine at the 
magazine’s 31st Annual 
Best Bank Awards. 

These awards, present-
ed during the IMF and 
World Bank Annual Meet-
ings in Washington, D.C., 
mark the fifth consecu-
tive year for CRDB Bank 
as Tanzania’s Best Bank 
and the second year run-
ning as the Safest Bank – a 
remarkable achievement 
underscoring the Bank’s 
resilience, safety, and in-
novation in the financial 
services industry.

The awards honor 
CRDB Bank’s sustain-
able growth model, which 
brings tangible benefits to 
customers, investors, and 
Tanzania’s economy at 
large. 

This recognition is also 
a testament to the vision-
ary leadership of CRDB 
Bank Group CEO, Abdul-
majid Nsekela, highlight-
ing the Bank’s impactful 
role within both the Tan-
zanian and regional finan-
cial landscapes.

“We are honored to be 

CRDB Bank’s Group CEO and managing director, Abdulmajid Nsekela (L), receives the award 
for Best Bank in Tanzania from Joseph Giarraputo, Founder and Editor-in-Chief of Global 
Finance (R ), at the event held in Washington D.C. on Saturday. During this event, which 
coincided with the IMF and World Bank Annual Meetings, the bank was also awarded the 
‘Safest Bank’ accolade. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

CRDB Bank bags two global banking awards



 By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

The Director of Investments at 
the Office of the Registrar of 
Treasury, Lightness Mauki, has 
stated that the government’s 
investment in public enterprises 

in the country has reached 86trn/- in 
2023 from 64trn/- recorded in 2023. 

She urged leaders of public enter-
prises to encourage citizens to reap 
benefits from this investment.

She made these remarks while 
closing a training session for leaders 
of public institutions and organiza-
tions in the country, who participat-
ed in the 23rd Leadership Training at 
the Julius Nyerere Leadership School 
in Mfipa, Kibaha, Pwani Region, rep-
resenting the Treasury Registrar, Ne-
hemiah Mchechu.

Mauki emphasized that public in-
stitution leaders should understand 
that they are the catalysts for na-
tional transformation and achieving 
the country’s economic goals as the 
world changes and makes progress.

“It is essential that we, as revenue 

managers, prepare ourselves to en-
sure we effectively oversee this valu-
able investment to bring benefits to 
the citizens,” Mauki stated.

She outlined that this government 
investment is present across all sec-
tors, including water, agriculture, 
mining, and financial markets.

Additionally, she called on public 
institution leaders to organize them-
selves to manage this significant 
investment in the country so that it 
benefits the nation.

She said the goals are to reduce the 
dependency of public enterprises 
on the government while challenge 
them to become catalysts for change 
in the institutions they oversee.

“We must align ourselves with 
the philosophy of President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan on transformation; 
thus, let us start changing now to 
bring positive results,” Mauki said.

The leaders have completed lead-
ership and management training for 
public institutions, which lasted for 
five days.

“We rely on you to be catalysts for 

development in your institutions 
because each of you has received 
this valuable opportunity in impor-
tant areas. Therefore, go and utilize 

the knowledge you gained here ap-
propriately because we do not live 
on an island; let us move alongside 
economic changes and technology,” 

Mauki emphasized.
“Currently, we have seen techno-

logical changes, including artificial 
intelligence, so let us keep pace with 
these changes as our government 
has recognized that transformation 
is crucial in all sectors,” he added.

Earlier, welcoming the guest of 
honor, the Head of the Mwalimu Ny-
erere School, Professor Marcelina 
Chijoriga, stated that the graduates 
during their training also studied 
patriotism and emphasized that 
every Tanzanian should learn this 
subject along with national security, 
as leaders receive many projects and 
face various issues, making national 
security critical in building the econ-
omy.

“We have tried to inform them that 
they should have good relationships 
with stakeholders they work with, as 
it is possible to be an excellent Ex-
ecutive Director but many struggle 
when it comes to communication. It 
is our belief that after this training, 
they will be well-prepared to per-
form effectively in all areas.”

Professor Chijoriga noted that in 
that school they provide training for 
various leaders, and regarding pub-
lic institutions, they aim to transform 
their leaders due to its importance. 
Many have seen that some organiza-
tions have failed while others are not 
performing well.

The Chairman of the Graduates, 
Simion Marwa, said that through this 
training, they have learned various 
practical tools for the benefit of the 
nation and the entire African con-
tinent, national defense, and unity. 
They have learned about the libera-
tion movements and the strategies 
used to achieve liberation goals.

“We have learned how leader-
ship and strategic management in 
economic and social reforms can 
enhance the efficiency of our institu-
tions. To increase productivity and 
efficiency, strategic plans must be 
understood within the relevant time 
frames. When seeking opportuni-
ties, the national interest must come 
first.”

 By Guardian Reporter

The Ministry of Energy has called 
upon various organizations and 
stakeholders across the country to 
join forces to support the govern-
ment’s goal of implementing the na-
tional strategy for clean cooking en-
ergy, which aims to have 80 percent 
of the population using gas by 2034.

Speaking at the 2024 Award Cer-
emony for Puma Energy Tanzania’s 
agents, the Deputy Permanent Sec-
retary of the Ministry of Energy, 
Dr. James Mataragio, emphasized 
that stakeholders in the energy sec-
tor and Tanzanians in general have 
witnessed significant progress and 
transformation within the energy 
sector under the leadership of Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan, who 
works tirelessly to ensure her citi-
zens have reliable and affordable en-
ergy services.

“President Samia has been work-
ing to ensure Tanzanians have access 
to reliable and affordable energy 
services. She has made great efforts 
to ensure that the energy sector’s 
environment and infrastructure are 
favorable and effective for business 
investment, reaching all Tanzanians 
regardless of their income levels,” he 
said.

“Our role is not only to supervise 
and coordinate the development of 
the entire sector but also to engage 
with various stakeholders through 
events like this, as it allows us to 
interact with energy consumers in 
their daily activities.”

Regarding the energy’s company 

initiative to organize awards for its 
agents and partners, Dr. Mataragio 
commended the company and en-
couraged other energy companies 
to adopt a similar approach of bring-
ing together their stakeholders to ex-
change experiences and discuss the 
direction of the energy sector in the 
country.

“Events like these greatly contrib-
ute to our nation’s development 
because the discussions and honest 
feedback from end-users—the citi-
zens—are invaluable,” he said.

“We will be pleased if we, from 
the government, who carry the re-
sponsibility to implement the gov-
ernment’s vision, ensure essential 
social services reach all citizens, no 
matter where they are. However, 
the contribution and cooperation of 
stakeholders from the private sector 
is something the government val-
ues and continues to uphold in our 
country.”

On his part, the Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of the energy 
company Dr. Seleman Majige, said 
that the company, which is 50 per-
cent owned by the government, 
has various strategies, one of which 
is the promotion of clean energy 
through the use of gas.

“We have already started a plan to 
sell cooking gas, and starting from 
March next year, we will begin sell-
ing automotive gas at our stations. 
Therefore, citizens should prepare 
to buy gas from our Puma Energy 
stations,” said Dr Majige.

“Our goal is to reduce long queues 
at stations that sell automotive gas, 

and we expect that in the coming 
years, we will expand to the regions. 
I urge the citizens to continue sup-
porting us, and also support Presi-
dent Samia, as she emphasizes the 
importance of clean energy.”

He added that the automotive gas 
market is large, and many citizens 
have embraced it by converting their 
vehicles from petrol or diesel to gas.

Fatma Abdallah, the company 
managing director, said they recog-
nizes the importance of agents and 
partners in achieving successful op-
erations and reaching clients and 
Tanzanians nationwide.

“This event is held annually, and 
this is the fourth time. In addition to 
recognizing the contributions of our 
agents and partners, it also strength-
ens relationships and facilitates the 
exchange of ideas on the state of our 
services and the future of the energy 
sector nationwide.

“We are proud to have agents 
across the country. Moreover, we 
will continue to play a crucial role 
in ensuring our company supports 
the government’s efforts to provide 
quality clean energy services and 
products. We are committed to re-
alizing President Samia vision of 
advancing the clean cooking energy 
campaign,” said Abdallah.

She added that President Samia is 
at the forefront of these efforts, aim-
ing to assist all citizens in transition-
ing to clean energy to avoid health 
and environmental impacts from 
the use of firewood and charcoal. 
“Together, we at Puma Energy be-
lieve this strategy will succeed.”
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Value of public enterprises up by 22trn/- in 2024

By Correspondent Beatrice Philemon

KILINDI District Council in the 
Tanga Region has urged its resi-
dents to cultivate grass species suit-
able for feeding cattle to reduce 
conflicts between farmers and 
pastoralists , as part of implement-
ing the Integrated Forest Biomass 
Energy Solutions for Tanzania (IF-
BEST) project.

Kilindi District Commissioner 
Hashim Mgandilwa made this an-
nouncement last week during a 
visit from journalists and staff from 
the Tanzania Forest Conservation 
Group (TFCG) and the Tanzania 
Community Forest Conservation 
Network (MJUMITA), who were in 
the district to assess the IFBEST 
project’s impact.

“Through the agriculture de-
partment, we encourage people to 
cultivate grasses for pastoralists to 
obtain fodder while protecting our 
natural forests,” he stated. 

Mgandilwa expressed gratitude 
to the European Union and the Min-
istry of Finance for their support of 
TFCG and MJUMITA in implement-
ing the IFBEST project.

IFBEST funding has resolved 
boundary disputes between Lu-
sane and Kitingi villages, an issue 
that had persisted for years. 

“Kilindi District has not been 
significantly affected by defor-
estation, but we have strategies in 
place to conserve our forests and 
mitigate climate change impacts,” 
he noted.

The project aims to ensure the 
safety of forests and foster conser-

vation among residents. 
Mgandilwa emphasized the im-

portance of forests, stating, “While 
we seek economic opportunities, 
we must recognize the critical role 
forests play in our lives for future 
generations.”

He highlighted the challenges 
posed by climate change, which 
can make it difficult for pastoralists 
to find pasture and water. 

To combat deforestation, farmers 
are encouraged to cultivate smaller 
areas for higher yields. 

Agricultural extension offic-
ers are available to teach modern 
farming methods, while pastoral-
ists are urged to adopt improved 
cattle-rearing techniques. “During 
droughts, they can sell their cattle 
and reinvest the proceeds into oth-
er ventures,” he advised.

Adam Sylvester, the Kilindi Natu-
ral Resources Officer, commended 
TFCG and MJUMITA for launching 
the IFBEST project in the region. 
Through this initiative, Kilindi Dis-
trict has designated 3,867 hectares 
of village land as forest reserves for 
community-based forest manage-
ment. 

Of this, 1,957 hectares are in Ma-
panga village and 1,910 hectares in 
Lusane village. Additionally, 549.1 
hectares have been earmarked for 
sustainable charcoal harvesting, 
with 270 hectares in Lusane and 
279.1 hectares in Mapanga.

The district has also conducted 
participatory forest resource as-
sessments to identify suitable tree 
species for sustainable charcoal 
production. TFCG and MJUMITA 

have assisted villagers in develop-
ing land use plans, forest manage-
ment strategies, and harvesting 
regulations.

With support from the European 
Union, villagers have established 
Village Savings and Loans Asso-
ciations (VSLAs) to secure loans for 
income-generating activities, re-
ducing reliance on tree cutting for 
charcoal and firewood. 

A comprehensive land use plan 
for Lusane village has allocated 
land for various activities, including 
1,914.9 hectares for forest conserva-
tion and 2,050.65 hectares for pas-
ture.

The district collaborates with vil-
lage natural resource committees 
to ensure legal protection of for-
ests. Mapanga and Lusane villages 
have formulated by-laws for forest 
conservation and management, 
and the district oversees their im-
plementation to ensure sustainable 
resource use.

Currently, Kilindi District has 36 
village forests encompassing 27,156 
hectares, 12 government forests 
totaling 29,084 hectares, and 103.7 
hectares of tree farms. 

Mng’anya Chrispin, the district’s 
head of planning and coordination, 
announced plans to engage the 
Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries 
to obtain grass species for herds, 
which would reduce the need for 
pastoralists to migrate in search of 
grazing land.

Additionally, they aim to secure 
assistance from the ministry to 
construct cattle dips and charcoal 
dams for livestock keepers.

Kilindi residents urged 
to cultivate cattle feeds

Ministry of Energy calls for joint forces 
in arriving at clean cooking energy goal

Treasury Registrar, Nehemiah Mchechu

President Samia Suluhu Hassan speaks at the launch of a US$1.8bn (4trn/-) 10- year national clean cooking energy 
programme in May this year. File Photo

JOHANNESBURG

The report highlights that this re-
cord is nearly four times below the 
continent’s needs, which are pro-
jected to reach around $190 billion 
annually by 2030.

Climate funding for African coun-
tries surpassed $50 billion for the 
first time in 2022, according to a re-
port released on October 23 by the 
Climate Policy Initiative, a think tank 
comprised of 90 experts.

Titled “Landscape of Climate Fi-
nance in Africa 2024,” the report 

highlights that the continent re-
ceived $52.1 billion in climate financ-
ing in 2022, sharply up from $35.2 
billion in 2021 and $30.4 billion in 
2020. 

Much of this rise is attributed to 
the revival of various projects that 
had been put on hold due to COV-
ID-19. However, it does not indicate a 
sustainable upward trend.

The surge in climate financing in 
Africa in 2022 was largely driven by 
public funding, which made up 82 
percent of the amount mobilized. 
Multilateral development finance 

institutions were the main sources 
of climate funding on the continent. 
They increased grants and conces-
sional loans, contributing 43 percent 
of the total flow and 53 percent of 
public funding on average during 
the 2021-2022 period.

Private sector funding nearly dou-
bled from 2019-2020 to 2021-2022, 
reaching an average of $8 billion per 
year. However, funding from domes-
tic African sources accounted for 
only 10 percent of the total climate 
financing received by the continent’s 
54 countries.

Africa gets $52bn in climate funding



 COROLADO

Gold prices are at record 
highs. But disappointing 
results at the world’s larg-
est miner of the yellow 
metal signals companies 
may be struggling to capi-
talize on sizzling demand.

Newmont shares 
plunged the most in 
more than 25 years, tum-
bling 15 percent after the 
Denver-based company 
posted earnings, rev-
enue and profit margins 
that fell short of analysts’ 
estimates in the third 
quarter, dragged down 
by higher costs for labor, 
diesel and other operat-
ing expenses. Top rivals 
Barrick Gold and Agnico 
Eagle Mines also saw their 
shares drop.

Analysts had high hopes 
for the industry, with gold 
among the best-perform-
ing commodities this year, 
surging more than 30 per-
cent on the outlook for 
lower interest rates and 
geopolitical turmoil. 

But Newmont’s results 
revealed that big gold pro-
ducers are still wrestling 
with inflationary pres-
sures, especially regarding 
labor costs, that have last-
ed longer than expected.

“There’s a potential 
read-through here, assum-
ing Newmont’s takeaways 
are accurate, that this is a 
risk factor for the indus-
try,” said Josh Wolfson, a 
mining analyst with Royal 
Bank of Canada.

Newmont earned 80 
cents a share, well short of 
the average estimate of 89 
cents among analysts sur-
veyed by Bloomberg. Rev-
enue of $4.61-billion also 
trailed estimates, as did its 
gross profit margin, which 
slipped below 50 percent.

The company said it 
spent more to dig up the 
precious metal at its mines 
in Australia, Canada, Peru 
and Papua New Guinea 

than in the previous quar-
ter. Capital expenses rose 
10 percent due to expan-
sion projects in Australia 
and Argentina, while some 
of the company’s high-
est expenses came from 
major assets it picked up 
through last year’s $15-bil-
lion takeover of Newcrest 
Mining.

Some of those cost is-
sues are specific to the 
company, and not nec-
essarily indicative of a 
broader industry trend. 

Newmont is undertak-
ing costly maintenance 
work at its Lihir mine in 
Papua New Guinea — a 
notoriously complex op-
eration in a remote region 
— and it spent more to re-
start its Cerro Negro mine 
in Argentina after opera-
tions were paused due to 
the deaths of two workers 
in April.

But the company’s 
growing costs for workers 
could signal trouble across 
the industry.

“It’s the labor costs 
where we’re seeing that 
escalation,” CEO Tom 
Palmer told analysts in a 
conference call Thursday.

“Whether that be main-
tenance shutdowns, main-
tenance that you use to 
supplement your work-
force, costs of running 
camps, costs of flying peo-
ple to and from the camps 
— that’s where we’re seeing 
some escalation beyond 
what we’d assumed at the 
start of the year.”

BUSINESS  NEWS

Shipping agency 
now surpasses its 
strategic targets

 By Guardian Correspondent, 
Arusha

THE Tanzania Shipping Agen-
cies Corporation (TASAC), has ex-
ceeded its strategic targets by re-
cording high performance for the 
financial year 2023/24, as outlined 
in its Corporate Strategic Plan 
(2021/22 – 2025/26).

The achievement marks sig-
nificant progress compared to the 
previous two years (2022/23 and 
2021/22) financial years.

Nelson Mlali, TASAC’s director 
of shipping business, unveiled this 
over the weekend when present-
ing the results during the 17th Joint 
Transport Sector Review ( JTSR 
2024).

Mlali said that TASAC successful-
ly monitored all 60 targeted port 
terminals and the eight targeted 
ports equipped with security fa-
cilities to ensure compliance with 
International Ship and Port Facil-
ity Security (ISPS) requirements.

“During the financial year 
2023/24, we issued 15,298 sea-
farer certificates against a target 
of 10,000, by International Con-
vention on Standards of Training, 

Certification and Watchkeeping 
for Seafarers (STCW) standards,” 
he stated.

He added that the corporation 
controls maritime accidents for 
vessels below and above 50 gross 
tonnes (GT).

During the review period, 
TASAC maintained its target of 
zero accidents for vessels above 
50 GT and limited accidents for 
vessels below 50 GT to fewer than 
nine.

Mlali further noted that TASAC 
aimed to reduce the time required 
for issuing licenses to regulated 
service providers, including port 
operators, dry port operators, 
shipping agencies, and clearing 
and forwarding agencies.

“Another notable achievement 
is the development of two systems 
to enhance service provision: the 
TASAC Revenue Gateway System 
(TRG) and the Seafarers Identity 
System,” he added.

Established in 2017 under the 
Tanzania Shipping Agencies Act, 
Cap 415, TASAC is mandated to 
regulate the maritime transport 
sub-sector of Tanzania Mainland.
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11:00      Mjue zaidi
11:40      Maji Kilimanjaro 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Mapishi
14:55       Habari za saa
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Testing
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa

14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30     Mchezo supa Jackpot
23:40   	 Music: The Base
00:40	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 1 Nov
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
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16:00	  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Beyond the Narrative rpt
17:00	 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 	 Jagina
20:30 	 Out & About Extra
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat 
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love 

With Ramon
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 28 Oct
06:00 	 Al jazeera
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Sun  03 Nov
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
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00:00	 Al Jazeera
 

IMF lowers global growth forecast 
 WASHINGTON

The International 
Monetary Fund 
shaved its global 
growth forecast for 
next year, citing 

accelerating risks from wars 
and trade protectionism.

Meantime, the Bank of 
Canada stepped up the 
pace of interest-rate cuts 
and signaled that the post-
pandemic era of high infla-
tion is over. 

Policymakers lowered 
the benchmark overnight 
rate by 50 basis points, the 
most since March 2020, to 
3.75 percent.

Chinese banks also cut 
their lending rates after 
easing by the central bank 
at the end of September, 
part of a series of meas-
ures aimed at reviving eco-
nomic growth and halting 
a housing market slump.

Here are some of the 
charts that appeared on 
Bloomberg this week on 
the latest developments in 
the global economy, mar-
kets and geopolitics:

Global output will ex-
pand 3.2 percent, 0.1 per-
centage point slower than 
a July estimate, the IMF 
said in an update of its 
World Economic Outlook 
released on Tuesday. The 
fund has been caution-

ing for a couple of years 
that the world economy is 
likely to expand at its cur-
rent mediocre level in the 
medium term — too little to 
give nations the resources 
they need to reduce pov-
erty and confront climate 
change.

The global economy is 
heading toward year end 
with unexpected tailwinds 
as slowing inflation clears 
a path for an unlikely soft 
landing. At the same time, 
political hurdles lie ahead. 
Hanging over the outlook 
is the toss-up US presi-
dential election that offers 
starkly different economic 
outcomes for the world. 
That comes on top of 
soaring government debt, 
escalating conflict in the 
Middle East, the grinding 
war between Russia and 
Ukraine, and tensions in 
the Taiwan Strait.

The collapse of the So-
viet Union and the forma-
tion of the World Trade Or-
ganization a few years later 
spurred a shift toward ex-
port-oriented manufactur-
ing rather than tariff-pro-
tected local industry as the 
best path to sustainable 
development. The strategy 
lifted hundreds of millions 
from poverty in China and 
beyond. But that playbook 
is less and less able to gen-

There’s a 
potential 
read-through 
here, assuming 
Newmont’s 
takeaways are 
accurate, that 
this is a risk 
factor for the 
industry

Gold miners 
get crippled 
by costs risk 

erate the economic expansion 
poorer countries need to raise 
standards of living.

Canada’s jumbo cut — ex-
pected by markets and econo-
mists in a Bloomberg survey 
— aims to boost economic 
growth and keep inflation 
close to the 2 percent target. 
Headline price pressures 
slowed to 1.6% in September 
and are no longer as broad, 
with inflation expectations 
now trending closer to normal.

A growing share of mid-in-
come households were willing 
to thrust their debt into risk-
ier territory last year to make 
the leap to home ownership, 
according to a Bloomberg 
analysis of 10 million federal 
home-loan records from 2018 

to 2023.
US stocks are unlikely to sus-

tain their above-average per-
formance of the past decade as 
investors turn to other assets 
including bonds for better re-
turns, Goldman Sachs Group 
Inc. strategists said. The S&P 
500 is expected to post an an-
nualized nominal total return 
of just 3 percent over the next 
10 years, according to an anal-
ysis by strategists including 
David Kostin. That compares 
with 13 percent in the last dec-
ade, and a long-term average 
of 11 percent.

The cuts to the loan prime 
rate — which is set by a group 
of big Chinese banks — come 
after the PBOC outlined steps 
last month to encourage 

households and companies to 
borrow money. The measures 
include lowering interest rates 
and unlocking liquidity to en-
courage bank lending.

South Korea’s economy 
barely grew last quarter fol-
lowing an earlier contraction, 
underscoring the risks from a 
softening export rally, broad-
ening geopolitical tensions 
and a US presidential race that 
may impact trade-reliant na-
tions.

China will account for less 
than half of global steel con-
sumption in 2024 for the first 
time in six years, according to 
the World Steel Association, 
as the decline in the country’s 
real estate sector pummels de-
mand for the metal.
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WORLD
Commonwealth selects 
Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey 
as new secretary-general

7 killed in another mass shooting in South Africa’s Western Cape

COLOMBO
“BRICS works to promote 

true multilateralism and 
support changes in global 
governance, and China plays 
an important role by active-
ly engaging in discussions 
and initiatives that aim for a 
fairer international system,” 
Alok Kumar Pathak, associ-
ate fellow at the BRICS Insti-
tute India in Delhi, told Xin-
hua in a recent Interview.

In an exclusive interview 
with Xinhua at a time when 
the 16th BRICS Summit was 
held from Oct. 22 to Oct. 24 
in Russia’s Kazan, Pathak 
said that China has put for-
ward Global Development 
Initiative, Global Security 
Initiative and Global Civi-

lization Initiative, and is 
committed to working with 
all parties to build a com-
munity with a shared future 
for mankind, which matches 
the concept of BRICS coop-
eration that attaches equal 
status for all the sovereign 
nation-states.

BRICS is an acronym for 
Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
and South Africa, five major 
emerging markets with con-
siderable economic poten-
tial that founded the BRICS 
group.

B.R. Deepak, professor of 
the Center for Chinese and 
South East Asian Studies of 
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity, also talked with Xin-
hua. He said that since its 

establishment, the BRICS 
cooperation mechanism has 
expanded to various practi-
cal cooperation areas and 
achieved remarkable re-
sults.

“The BRICS countries 
have played an important 
and unique role in lead-
ing the global South and 
promoting multilateralism. 
Among this, China has pro-
vided numerous economic 
contributions, ideological 
contributions and global 
public goods,” he said.

China’s initiatives fully 
embody the BRICS spirit 
and implement China’s 
commitment to bridge dif-
ferences between countries 
and build a more equitable, 

just, and acceptable cooper-
ation platform, Deepak said, 
adding that through its own 
development and coopera-
tion under the BRICS frame-
work, China has provided 
tremendous development 
support for many countries 
in the global South, eleva-
tion of poverty across the 
continents, especially in Af-
rica and South Asia.

“The global economy is 
now limping. The way it 
progressed during deep 
globalization is over, and 
geopolitical conflicts in vari-
ous regions have added fuel 
to the fire,” Deepak said. 
“In such circumstances, all 
countries should welcome 
more initiatives that main-

tain world peace and secu-
rity, and promote common 
economic development.”

The Kazan summit is also 
the first offline gathering of 
leaders of the “BRICS family” 
after the historic expansion 
in January this year. Pathak 
said that China has made 
remarkable contributions in 
promoting the expansion of 
the BRICS countries.

More and more countries 
wish to join the ranks of 
BRICS, which fully demon-
strates that the BRICS con-
cept of independence and 
equal cooperation is getting 
more support among coun-
tries, said Pathak

. “The Western paradigm 
on the basis of their so-

called economic and legal 
theories is designed to pre-
serve the dominance of the 
West and keep the rest lag-
ging behind,” he added.

He stressed that after the 
expansion, the BRICS coun-
tries will be more repre-
sentative and have greater 
development potential, and 
can more effectively pro-
mote the transformation of 
the global governance sys-
tem towards a more just and 
reasonable direction.

Speaking about the poten-
tial outcome of this summit, 
Pathak said that all coun-
tries should conduct more 
economic cooperation. 

“The BRICS countries 
should conduct organiza-

tional activities to ensure 
the significance of the BRICS 
plus’ countries in the world 
economy increases with their 
joint efforts as a group,” he 
said.

As for people-to-people 
exchanges, Pathak said that 
he applauds China’s attitude 
that diversity is essential to 
human civilization.

 “Encouraging exchanges 
and learning among cultures 
is important for mutual prog-
ress. I hope that during the 
BRICS Summit, China will 
continue to support peaceful 
coexistence and suggest ways 
to improve understanding 
and collaboration among 
different civilizations,” 
Pathak said.            Xinhua

China plays key role of BRICS countries in pursuing true multilateralism, Indian experts say

APIA

Commonwealth members se-
lected Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey as 
secretary-general of the 56-nation club 
headed by Britain’s King Charles, the 
Commonwealth said on Saturday, the 
final day of a summit in Samoa attended 
by Charles and Queen Camilla.

Representatives of the countries, 
most with roots in Britain’s empire, are 
attending the Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting that began in the 
Pacific Island nation on Monday, with 
slavery and the threat of climate change 
emerging as major themes.

“Today at #CHOGM2024, Common-
wealth Heads of Government have se-
lected the Hon Shirley Ayorkor Botch-
wey, currently the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Regional Integration of Gha-
na, as the incoming Secretary-General 

of the Commonwealth,” the Common-
wealth said on X.

Botchwey, a supporter of reparations 
for transatlantic slavery and colonial-
ism, takes over from Britain’s Patricia 
Scotland, who has been in the job since 
2016.

Earlier on Saturday, Britain’s king and 
queen flew out of Samoa, after a visit 
in which the monarch acknowledged 
the Commonwealth’s “painful” history, 
amid a push for former colonial powers 
to pay reparations for their role in trans-
atlantic slavery. 

Charles and Camilla left Samoa about 
12 pm local time on a Royal Australia 
Air Force jet, waving farewell as they 
boarded the plane at Apia’s Faleolo In-
ternational Airport.

Before leaving, the royal pair attend-
ed a farewell ceremony at the village of 
Siumu, which took place in heavy rain.

By Thobani Louis

In a landmark move for the BRICS economic alliance, the 
bloc has unveiled its new “BRICS Pay” system, poised to rede-
fine global cross-border payments. 

During the recent forum held in Kazan, Russia, from Octo-
ber 22 to 24, BRICS payment cards were distributed to par-
ticipants as a symbolic gesture of the group’s commitment. 
Each card was preloaded with 500 Russian rubles (approxi-
mately $5.20) for purchasing coffee and souvenirs at the 
event.

The cards featured a unified logo and detailed payment 
instructions on one side, complete with a QR code. This ini-
tiative serves as a countermeasure to U.S. currency specula-
tion and the daunting level of U.S. national debt, prompting 
BRICS nations to explore ways to enhance the use of their 
national currencies in international trade.

Announced at the recent BRICS Business Forum in Mos-
cow, this initiative underscores the group’s commitment to 
reducing reliance on the U.S. dollar—marking a significant 
shift in the global financial landscape.

For years, BRICS countries have sought alternatives to the 
U.S. dollar in international trade. The launch of BRICS Pay is 
a critical element of this de-dollarization strategy, strongly 
supported by Russia and China. 

Valentina Matviyenko, President of the Russian Federation 
Council, emphasized during the announcement that “BRICS 
Pay is no longer just an idea; it is a concrete project that is 
rapidly advancing.” 

The goal is to diminish the dollar’s influence, which consti-
tuted 58 percent of international payments outside the euro 
zone in 2022.  The dollar’s dominance, combined with U.S. 
sanctions against countries like Russia, has only intensified 
BRICS’ resolve to create a more resilient cross-border pay-
ment system. The U.S. dollar remains pivotal in international 
trade due to American control and its status as the world’s 
reserve currency.

 According to the U.S. Federal Reserve, the dollar ac-
counted for 96percent of international trade invoicing in the 
Americas and 78 percent globally from 1999 to 2019. 

However, this dynamic is shifting as countries actively seek 
to reduce their reliance on the dollar. The BRICS bloc—com-
prising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa—is ex-
ploring ways to bolster their economic independence from 
U.S. financial dictates.

The BRICS Pay system promises several key benefits as the 
bloc seeks to liberate itself from U.S. financial influence, po-
tentially reshaping international trade norms.

Financial analysts highlight the system’s potential to en-
hance efficiency in cross-border transactions by leveraging 
blockchain technology and digital currencies. 

Although still in development, BRICS Pay aims to facilitate 
faster and cheaper transactions, with digital currency at its 
core. Additionally, BRICS Pay is expected to promote finan-
cial inclusion by encouraging the use of national currencies 
in trade, enhancing access to financial services for millions 
within member nations.

Other advantages discussed at the summit include 
strengthening economic integration and fostering de-dol-
larization, encouraging closer economic ties among BRICS 
countries and promoting a more unified trading bloc.

While U.S. National Security Advisor Jake Sullivan stated 
that “the United States does not view the BRICS group as a 
potential geopolitical competitor,” experts argue that the 
initiative may indeed challenge the U.S. dollar’s dominance. 
BRICS Pay represents a strategic move to mitigate U.S. influ-
ence, allowing member countries to assert their economic 
independence.

The BRICS alliance has already expanded, adding 13 new 
partner nations, marking a significant step in the bloc’s 
growth and global influence.

BRICS Pay could have far-reaching implications for the U.S. 
dollar. While experts debate its potential to challenge dollar 
supremacy, a stable and widely-accepted BRICS currency 
could diminish the dollar’s status as the premier reserve cur-
rency.  This shift may lead to reduced dollar demand, desta-
bilizing it and potentially impacting American households 
and the global economy.

The trend toward de-dollarization is already evident, with 
countries like China and Russia conducting bilateral trade in 
their own currencies. 

This movement reflects a broader desire among nations to 
lessen reliance on the U.S. financial system, a trend likely to 
accelerate with the advent of BRICS Pay.

Since 2019, BRICS nations have been laying the ground-
work for a unified payment system, culminating in the 
launch of BRICS Pay. Discussions about a possible intra-
group currency gained momentum, particularly following 
the summit in Johannesburg last year. Current trends suggest 
that the BRICS bloc is serious about establishing an alterna-
tive financial framework.

Thobani Louis is an independent Pan-Africanist and 
political analyst based in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

BRICS Pay: A game-changer in global finance

Charles on Friday said in a speech 
to the summit that he understood 
“from listening to people across the 
Commonwealth how the most pain-
ful aspects of our past continue to 
resonate”.

“It is vital, therefore, that we un-
derstand our history, to guide us 
towards making the right choices in 
future,” he said.

The push for ex-colonial powers 
such as Britain to pay reparations 
or make other amends for slavery 
and its legacies today has gained 
momentum worldwide, particularly 
among the Caribbean Community 
(CARICOM) and the African Union.

Those opposed to reparations say 

Kenya to promote peace with Uganda, South Sudan through cultural festivals

CAPE TOWN 

Seven people were killed in a suspected gang-re-
lated mass shooting, the second in two days in South 
Africa’s Western Cape province, local police reported 
on Friday.

According to a statement from the provincial police, 
the shooting occurred on Thursday evening in Bish-
op Lavis, a suburb of Cape Town.

“Police reports from the scene indicate that at 
about 8:40 pm (1840 GMT), an armed suspect en-
tered an informal dwelling on Kogelberg Street and 
fired several shots at the occupants,” provincial po-
lice spokesperson Novela Potelwa said in the state-
ment.

“Six people were fatally wounded, and two oth-
ers were injured. The injured were transported to 
a medical facility for treatment,” she said. “The ages 
of the deceased range from 24 to 55.”

However, the death toll rose to seven after one of 
the wounded, a 25-year-old woman, died in hospital 
on Friday morning, Potelwa said in an update.

Following the incident, local police have rein-
forced deployments in the area.

“Murder and attempted murder dockets have 
been opened, and Anti-Gang Unit (AGU) detectives 
are investigating. No arrests have been made yet,” 
said Potelwa. This latest shooting follows another 
mass shooting on Wednesday night, where five 
people were shot and killed in Atlantis, a small town 
about 40 km north of Cape Town.

Both incidents are believed to be gang-related, 
according to Potelwa. Western Cape’s Police Com-
missioner Thembisile Patekile has directed AGU de-

tectives to “spare no resources in 
bringing the perpetrators of these 
heinous acts to justice,” added the 
spokesperson.

The neighboring Eastern Cape 
province has also seen a series of 
recent mass shootings, with more 
than 30 people losing their lives.

In the most recent incident, five 

men were found dead in an infor-
mal settlement in New Brighton 
town in Gqeberha, formerly known 
as Port Elizabeth, on Tuesday 
night. Prior to that, another mass 
shooting in Bityi killed five family 
members and injured two children 
on Oct 18.

These incidents come just over 

two weeks after six community 
patrollers were brutally gunned 
down in Qumbu, and less than a 
month after 18 people were shot 
dead in Lusikisiki, both in the 
Eastern Cape province.

Several suspects have been ar-
rested and charged in connection 
with the Lusikisiki incident.

UNITED NATIONS

Kenyan President William 
Ruto on Friday pledged to pro-
mote peace among communi-
ties along the country’s borders 
with Uganda and South Sudan 
through cultural activities.

Ruto said the country will 

host annual cultural activities 
that bring together the Turkana 
of Kenya, Toposa of South Su-
dan, and Karamajong of Ugan-
da, communities that have for 
years fought over pasture and 
water, leading to killings on ei-
ther side of the border. 

 “Through diverse cultural ac-

tivities, we will promote peace 
and unity among the commu-
nities. This will help stop in-
security and foster cohesion,” 
Ruto said at the Tobong’u Lore 
Cultural Festival in Kenyan’s 
northwestern county of Tur-
kana, which borders Uganda 
and South Sudan. The conflicts 

between the pastoralist com-
munities have been worsened 
by the climate crisis, which has 
increased animal theft to re-
plenish those who died due to 
drought.

Ruto said the Kenyan gov-
ernment will annually invest 
49 million shillings (about 

380,000 U.S. dollars) into the 
festival and reach out to neigh-
boring countries.

 He added that the festival 
will unite neighboring commu-
nities, both within and outside 
the country’s borders, ensuring 
that they embrace each other’s 
diversity. Xinhua

A file photo shows Ghana’s Foreign Minister Shirley Ayorkor Botchwey during a G7 
Foreign Ministers Meeting at the City Hall in Muenster, western Germany on Nov 4, 2022.  
AFP)

countries should not be held respon-
sible for historical wrongs, while those 
in support say the legacy of slavery 
has led to vast and persistent racial in-
equality.

British Prime Minister Keir Starmer, 
who is at the summit, has rejected calls 
for reparations and ruled out apologiz-
ing for the country’s historic role.

The King and Queen’s time in Samoa 
followed a six-day tour of Australia, 
where a large crowd turned out to see 
the royal couple at the Sydney Opera 
House. Charles also met with Indig-
enous elders in Sydney, after being 
heckled by an Indigenous senator in 
Canberra.

                                                     Agencies

Women gather behind a police cordon where ten people from the same family were shot dead, April 21, 2023. PHOTO
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The BRICS Summit in Russia - a way to the future

TEHRAN/JERUSALEM

Israel announced on Sat-
urday it launched “precise and 
targeted” pre-dawn airstrikes 
on Iranian military targets, in 
response to Tehran’s Oct. 1 mis-
sile attacks. This marks the latest 
round of open confrontation be-
tween the two regional powers, 
as conflicts in Gaza and Leba-
non continue.

The two Middle Eastern rivals 
seem to have toned down the 
latest round of attacks, with Isra-
el avoiding strikes on Iran’s sen-
sitive oil and nuclear facilities, 
and no senior Iranian officials 
issuing harsh public statements 
so far. Israel’s state-owned Kan 
TV News reported that dozens 
of jets carried out three waves of 
strikes before dawn, targeting 20 
military sites in Iran. 

The focus was on missile and 
drone manufacturing facilities, 
and critical air defense systems. 

Iran’s air defense headquarters 
claimed the Israeli attack result-
ed in “limited damage.”

Shortly after 2 a.m. local time 
(2230 GMT Friday), loud explo-
sions were heard over Tehran 
as Iran’s air defense systems 
activated to intercept incoming 
projectiles, according to Xinhua 
correspondents at the scene. 

Iran claimed its air defenses 
successfully intercepted Israeli 
attacks on military sites in the 
provinces of Tehran, Khuzestan, 
and Ilam. However, four soldiers 
were killed while countering the 
Israeli strike. Iran temporarily 
canceled all flights following the 
attacks but resumed operations 
by 9 a.m.

 Saturday, a working day in 
Iran, according to the state news 
agency IRNA. Iranian media 
cited police and other sources as 
reporting that the country’s ma-
jor arteries as well as urban and 
rural traffic were not affected, 

while gasoline supply and distri-
bution continued as usual.

FULL-SCALE WAR UNLIKE-
LY FOR NOW

The latest round of attacks 
was widely anticipated after Iran 
fired approximately 180 missiles 
at Israel on Oct. 1, which killed 
one person in the West Bank. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu had vowed that Teh-
ran would “pay the price” for the 
missile attack.

Following the attacks on Sat-
urday, analysts believe that the 
multi-year conflict between Is-
rael and Iran is entering a new, 
more dangerous phase. 

However, Israel’s latest “mod-
erate” military action suggests 
that neither side is inclined to 
escalate the situation further, 
making a full-scale war unlikely, 
at least for now.  

Before its airstrikes, Israel 
sent a message to Iran on Fri-

day through several third par-
ties, the Jerusalem Post quoted 
sources as saying. 

“The Israelis made it clear to 
the Iranians what they intended 
to target and what they would 
not.”   “Tehran is downplaying it 
-- even mocking it -- which may 
be more reflective of their de-
sire to de-escalate than a true 
assessment of the damage Israel 
inflicted on Iran,” wrote Trita 
Parsi, the executive vice presi-
dent of the Quincy Institute in 
the United States, in a post on 
the social media platform X.

”But if Iran chooses to ex-
ercise restraint, as it did after 
Israel’s limited strikes in April, 
then this chapter may be closed, 
yet the conflict will remain very 
much alive. As long as Israel’s 
slaughter in Gaza and Lebanon 
continues, a new exchange of 
fire between Israel and Iran will 
only be a question of time. 

And the next round will likely 

be more ferocious than the pre-
vious, just as this round was larg-
er than the exchange in April,” 
he noted.

According to Seyed Reza Sadr 
al-Hosseini, a senior expert on 
West Asian issues based in Teh-
ran, Iran has made all necessary 
preparations for a potential 
Israeli attack, focusing on both 
non-military and passive de-
fenses, as well as active military 
defense.

 All Iranian military and de-
fense complexes are fully pre-
pared, and the country’s armed 
forces have reinforced air de-
fense in key and strategic re-
gions, he said.

REACTIONS TO ATTACKS
Tensions between Israel and 

Iran escalated after the outbreak 
of the latest Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict on Oct. 7, 2023. Israel has 
since been engaged on multiple 
fronts, fighting Hamas in Gaza, 

Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Hou-
this in Yemen, and Shiite militias 
in Iraq, all of which are believed 
to have close ties to Iran.

On April 14, their conflict be-
came public for the first time 
when Iran launched a wave of 
drones and missiles at Israel. 

This marked the first direct 
Iranian attack on Israeli soil, 
prompted by a suspected Israeli 
strike on the Iranian consulate 
in Damascus, Syria on April 1, 
which killed at least seven of-
ficials, including two senior Ira-
nian military commanders. 

In retaliation, Israel struck 
an air defense facility in central 
Iran’s Isfahan on April 19. Iran’s 
Foreign Ministry issued a strong 
condemnation in the wake of 
Israel’s strike on Saturday, saying 
the Israeli attack was a “flagrant 
violation” of international law 
and the United Nations Charter.

 It said Iran is entitled and du-
ty-bound to defend itself against 

“aggressive” foreign actions.
Countries in the region in-

cluding Türkiye, the United 
Arab Emirates, Oman, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Syria, Kuwait, and Iraq 
have voiced their condemna-
tion of the Israeli attacks. 

In a statement from its For-
eign Ministry, Saudi Arabia con-
demned “the military targeting” 
of Iran, calling it a violation of its 
sovereignty and international 
laws.

 The statement also reaf-
firmed Saudi Arabia’s “unwaver-
ing position in its rejection of 
the continued escalation in the 
region and the expansion of the 
conflict that threatens the secu-
rity and stability of the coun-
tries and people of the region.” 
A senior official from the Biden 
administration stated, “If Iran 
chooses to respond once again, 
we will be ready, and there will 
be consequences for Iran once 
again. 

Israel conducts pre-dawn airstrikes on Iranian targets in latest round of open confrontation

The 16th BRICS summit con-
cluded in Kazan, Russia, which 
Vladimir Putin described as the 
“culmination of Russia’s chair-
manship.” Here’s a summary of 
the summit’s outcomes, includ-
ing new BRICS partners and Tur-
key’s latest proposal for negotia-
tions with Ukraine.

On October 22, the first day of 
the summit, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin (pictured) held 
bilateral meetings with BRICS 
leaders at the Kazan Kremlin. On 
the second day he chaired BRICS 
meetings, which concluded with 
a 43-page Kazan Declaration. The 
final day of the summit featured 
“outreach”/”BRICS Plus” ses-
sions, attended by leaders from 
countries interested in coopera-
tion with BRICS, including Azer-
baijan, Armenia, Belarus, Bolivia, 
Venezuela, Vietnam, Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mauritania, Pal-
estine, the Republic of the Congo, 
Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmeni-
stan, and Uzbekistan, as well as 
UN Secretary-General António 
Guterres.

The summit was attended by 
delegations from 35 countries 
and six international organi-
zations. Over 30 countries ex-
pressed interest in cooperating 
with BRICS, but member states 
decided to hold off on further 
expansion. Instead, certain appli-

cants were offered the status of 
“partner countries.” Belarus was 
among those granted partner 
status, as announced by its Presi-
dent Alexander Lukashenko. He 
stated that a total of 12–13 coun-
tries received this designation.

President Putin emphasized 
that BRICS has now evolved 
from an informal association 
into a structured organization, 
though he cautioned against ex-
cessive bureaucratization.

As in past summits, Ukraine 
was mentioned in the Kazan 
Declaration, with BRICS mem-
bers reaffirming their national 
stances on the situation. BRICS 
leaders expressed support for 
peaceful resolution through 
dialogue. Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and Brazilian President 
Lula da Silva, in particular, reiter-
ated calls for de-escalation, refer-
encing their “Friends of Peace” 
group of Global South countries. 
President Putin expressed readi-
ness to consider peace agree-
ments based on current ground 
realities, though he noted that 
Ukraine’s reluctance to negotiate 
remains an obstacle.

The summit also focused on 
ongoing conflicts in Gaza and 
Lebanon, with leaders calling 
for an immediate ceasefire and 
support for Palestine’s UN mem-
bership. The BRICS Declaration 

addressed UN, IMF, and World 
Bank reforms, denounced uni-
lateral sanctions, and reaffirmed 
commitments to Sustainable De-
velopment Goals and counterter-
rorism.

President Putin proposed a 
range of initiatives, including:

- A BRICS investment platform 
to support member economies 
and the Global South.

- BRICS grain exchange, AI alli-
ance, and climate research plat-
form.

- cross-border payment infra-
structure, BRICS Clear.

- insurance company and ro-
tational tax secretariat within 
BRICS. 

The Kazan Declaration also in-

cluded a proposal for creating a 
BRICS cross-border payment and 
reinsurance infrastructure.

The scale of the Summit and 
the number of important issues 
covered over its course are a tes-
tament to the great potential for 
cooperation between the partici-
pating regions. 

It also decisively proves the im-
portance of Russia’s involvement 
and positive input in key process-
es of international politics. The 
Kazan Summit is an important 
stepping stone in further estab-
lishment of the Global South as 
an independent and significant 
political power.
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Regional countries condemn Israeli military strike against Iran

TORONTO

BARRICK Gold Corporation has denied 
the allegations made by the Malian Min-
istry of Mines and the Finance Ministry 
that it had not honored its commitments 
made under an agreement designed to 
achieve a more equitable distribution of 
mineral resource exploitation to the ben-
efit of all stakeholders.

As announced by Barrick on Septem-
ber 30, the company and the govern-
ment agreed on a negotiation framework 
to achieve a global resolution of their dis-
putes. Since that date, Barrick has been 
actively engaged with the government in 
pursuit of such a settlement, the terms of 
which will be set out in a memorandum 
of agreement.

The memorandum of agreement is 
intended to settle outstanding differ-
ences and to establish the principles that 
would guide Barrick’s partnership with 
the government in future, including an 

increase in the state’s share of the eco-
nomic benefits generated by the Loulo-
Gounkoto complex.

In early October, Barrick made a pay-
ment to the government of FCFA 50 bil-
lion (US$85 million) in the context of the 
ongoing negotiations. Since then, it has 
consistently maintained its efforts to en-
gage with the government. While Barrick 
does not accept any claims of wrongdo-
ing, it has chosen to act in good faith as 
a long-standing partner of Mali, aiming 
to resolve outstanding disputes through 
this memorandum of agreement.

Barrick president and chief executive 
Mark Bristow said the company’s mutu-
ally beneficial relationship with succes-
sive Malian governments had endured 
for 30 years and occasional differences 
had always been amicably resolved. Bar-
rick remains committed to finding a mu-
tually acceptable solution to the current 
impasse in the interest of all stakehold-
ers.

Barrick responds to Mali’s claims  
of breaching its commitments

China’s AI boom sees new wave of applications
HEFEI

 “I’m thirsty,” a visitor told a 
towering humanoid robot stand-
ing 1.7 meters tall and weighing 
65 kilograms at the 7th World 
Voice Expo in Hefei, east China’s 
Anhui Province.

Without hesitation, the black 
humanoid robot identified the 
bottle of coffee among the two 
other objects on the desk and 
handed it to the visitor.

”Powered by the large lan-
guage model, our second-gener-
ation humanoid robot is smarter 
and can perform more delicate 
tasks such as pouring coffee,” 
said Ji Chao, chief robotics scien-
tist of artificial intelligence (AI) 
company iFLYTEK.iFLYTEK’s 
superbrain robotic platform has 
empowered 450 robotics enter-
prises and 15,000 developers 
across the country by opening 
up the company’s large language 
model, according to Ji.

The 7th World Voice Expo, 
running from Thursday to Sun-
day, showcases over 200 AI 
products, including humanoid 
robots, human-machine interac-
tion systems and upgraded large 
language models. 

This event highlights the re-
markable speed at which AI 
has developed and the growing 
prevalence of its applications 
across various scenarios.Uni-
tree, a Hangzhou-based robotics 
startup, showcased its star hu-
manoid robot, Unitree H1, which 
can move 3.3 meters per second.

”We have sold more than 100 
such robots, priced at 90,000 
U.S. dollars each, offering an in-
sight into the huge market space 
for the full commercialization of 
humanoid robots,” said Li Jun, 

head of technical services at Uni-
tree.

In China, AI is becoming an im-
portant engine for the develop-
ment of new quality productive 
forces. In this year’s government 
work report, China unveiled 
an AI Plus initiative, a strategic 
move designed to propel the 
digital economy’s expansion and 
spearhead the transformation 
and modernization of manufac-
turing sectors.

At the expo, an automatic 
voice-interaction testing system 
for new energy vehicles (NEVs) 
made its debut and garnered 
widespread interest.Inside an 
NEV, a robot interacts with the 
vehicle just like a human pas-
senger.

 Meanwhile, an external plat-

form tracks and displays the ac-
curacy, stability and timeliness 
of the interaction in real-time. 
It automatically compiles all of 
the collected data into a detailed 
report.”Voice interaction is the 
core function of the intelligent 
cockpit of NEVs. 

Previously, it required weeks 
of human testing during the R&D 
period,” said Wu Jiangzhao, gen-
eral manager of the National In-
telligent Voice Innovation Cent-
er. “With this autotest system, 
the testing time can be short-
ened to just two to three days, 
giving a strong boost to intelli-
gent upgrades in the automobile 
industry.”

 “AI is reshaping the automo-
bile industry,” said Yin Tongyue, 
chairman of Chinese carmaker 

Chery. From developing talking 
vehicles to cars that can speak 
foreign languages for the over-
seas market and now the hu-
manized intelligent cockpit sys-
tem, Chery is embracing the AI 
boom, Yin said.

A range of daily necessities, 
from smart refrigerators to AI 
eyeglasses and smart cups, are 
now integrated with AI large 
language models, offering users 
exciting new experiences.

MiMouse, a high-tech com-
pany in Anhui, showcased its 
best-selling smart mouse at the 
expo, along with a newly devel-
oped smart keyboard powered 
by large language models.

Integrated with several large 
language models, this keyboard 
can effortlessly generate arti-
cles, create PowerPoint presen-
tations, draw pictures and per-
form translations in an instant 
with just the click of a few keys.

”The smart keyboard and 
mouse can help reduce repeti-
tive tasks for office workers,” 
said Feng Haihong, general man-
ager of MiMouse, adding that 
they sold about 10,000 smart 
mice in less than a month.

Thanks to the AI boom, China 
is now home to more than 4,500 
AI companies. Its core AI indus-
try reached a size of more than 
578 billion yuan (about 81.3 bil-
lion U.S. dollars) in 2023, up 13.9 
percent year on year, according 
to official data.In the future, AI 
will transform industrial and 
competition patterns as well as 
scientific research, bring chang-
es to all trades and professions, 
and most importantly, meet peo-
ple’s aspirations for a better life, 
said Liu Qingfeng, chairman of 
iFLYTEK, at the expo.  Xinhua

A humanoid robot takes selfies with a visitor at the 7th World Voice Expo in 
Hefei, East China’s Anhui province, Oct 24, 2024. [Photo/Xinhua]

CAIRO
Middle Eastern countries on Saturday 

condemned Israel’s military targeting of 
Iran, expressing concern about its im-
pact on regional security and stability.

In a statement, Jordan’s Foreign Minis-
try called the Israeli attack a violation of 
international law and an infringement on 
Iran’s sovereignty, as well as a serious es-
calation that pushes the region towards 
further tension. 

Ministry spokesperson Sufian Qudah 
reaffirmed Jordan’s absolute rejection of 
dangerous escalation in the region and of 
violations of international law, warning 
against slipping into a wider conflict that 
threatens regional stability and global se-
curity. 

Qudah called on the international 
community to assume responsibility 
and take immediate action to halt Israeli 
aggression on the Gaza Strip, the West 
Bank, and Lebanon as a first step toward 
de-escalation.

Meanwhile, Kuwait slammed the Is-
raeli escalation, saying it “exemplifies the 
policy of chaos adopted by Israeli occu-
pying forces by breaching countries’ sov-
ereignty, jeopardizing regional security 
and breaking international law princi-
ples and norms.” 

Also condemning the Israeli attack, 
Oman’s Foreign Ministry said the Israeli 
act constitutes a blatant violation of 
Iran’s sovereignty, a clear breach of inter-
national law, and fuels a cycle of violence, 
which could lead to further instability in 
the region. 

Echoing the same concern, the For-
eign Ministry of the United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) urged all parties to exercise 
maximum restraint and work to prevent 
further escalation of the already tense 
situation.

The ministry called for diplomatic ef-
forts to take precedence over military 
means to avoid further confrontations. 
Israel has conducted a predawn strike on 
targets in Iran, allegedly in retaliation for 
Tehran’s Oct.1 missile attack. The long-
anticipated Israeli revenge coincided 
with its string of airstrikes on Syrian ter-
ritory.  

In a statement, Syria’s Foreign Ministry 
denounced these attacks as a “brazen vi-
olation” of Iranian and Syrian sovereign-
ty and a “blatant breach” of international 
law and the UN Charter. 

It voiced the Syrian government’s sup-
port for Iran’s “legitimate right to de-
fend itself, safeguard its territories, and 
protect its citizens,” while calling on the 

international community to demand 
accountability from Israel and to take 
measures to prevent Israel from evading 
justice.

Lebanon, which has already been em-
broiled in a year-long conflict between 
Hezbollah and Israeli forces, said the 
Israeli attack on Iran further threatens 
regional and international security and 
peace. 

The country renewed its call for rele-
vant international institutions, especially 
the UN Security Council, to assume their 
responsibilities to put an end to the Is-
raeli military escalation throughout the 
region, including the aggression against 
Lebanon. 

Iraq on Saturday joined other states in 
condemning Israel, reiterating its solidar-
ity and support for the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. It urged comprehensive regional 
and international efforts to support re-
gional stability.

 It said Iraq had previously warned 
of the severe consequences of the in-
ternational community’s silence on the 
brutal actions of Israel, including its at-
tacks against people in Palestine, Leba-
non, Syria, and now this new aggression 
against Iran.

Following Israel’s predawn attack, the 
Houthi group, a militia backed by Iran in 
Yemen, expressed “firm solidarity” with 
Tehran and called for Arab and Islamic 
unity in response to what it termed ag-
gression threatening regional stability. 
Iran, in the wake of Israel’s retaliatory 
strike, stressed the need to defend the 
country’s security and vital interests us-
ing its full capabilities.

 It also welcomed the condemnation 
of Israeli forces by all peace-loving coun-
tries in the region and beyond, while 
blaming the United States and some 
Western countries for supporting Israel’s 
continued “occupation, illegal actions, 
and crimes.” It urged immediate actions 
to stop Israel’s “genocide, war and ag-
gression” against Gaza and Lebanon and 
to rein in its warmongering.

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) said 
it launched early Saturday “precise and 
targeted” airstrikes on targets in several 
areas in Iran. The IDF added that the 
airstrikes, which had been completed, 
were in response to the attacks from 
Iran in recent months, including the Oct. 
1 strike, which was carried out with ap-
proximately 180 missiles, as retaliation 
for the assassinations of several leaders 
of regional resistance groups, among 
other grievances. 
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Tanga Queens now win 2024 TCA 
National Women’s Championship

By Correspondent Japheth Kazenga

T
ANGA Queens gar-
nered the 2024 TCA 
National Women’s 
Championship title, 

commanding a 35-run victory 
over Morogoro Queens at the 
Leaders Club ground in Dar es 
Salaam recently.

The Tanzania Cricket As-
sociation (TCA) organized 
showpiece targeted to improve 
women’s cricket standards in 
the country.

After weeks of hard-fought 
matches, Tanga Queens 
emerged as the champions 
of the TCA National Women’s 
Championship this season 
whilst boasting an unbeaten 
streak.

Tanga Queens, boasting sev-
eral well-drilled batters, took 
the crease first, bringing their 

innings to a close with 135/7 in 
20 overs.

Notching 136 runs to cruise 
to victory turned out to be a 
tall order for Morogoro Queens 
given the cricketers notched 
100/5 in 20 overs.

Morogoro Queens fought 
hard during their turn with 
the bat, but Tanga Queens held 
their nerves to claim victory 
and lift the trophy.

Swaumu Godfrey (Tanga 
Queens) ended as the Player of 
the Tournament, garnering the 
best batting display consisting 
of 262 runs in eight outings.

Mwanamvua Hamisi (Tanga 
Queens) was voted as the tour-
nament’s Best Bowler, with the 
performer having garnered 11 
wickets in eight games.

She gave away 85 runs in her 
bowling exploits, stretching 
32 overs, and ended with five 

maiden overs. 
Teammate Sophia Frank 

also notched 11 wickets but the 
cricketer took second spot be-
cause her fellow cricketer had 
best figures.

Shufaa Hamza (Tanga 
Queens) emerged as the tour-
nament’s Best Batter, winding 
up with 223 runs.

The last-four stage had wit-
nessed Tanga Queens wallop 
Dar es Salaam Queens by eight 
wickets to book a place in the 
showdown’s final.

Dar es Salaam Queens batted 
first, concluding their batting 
time with 96/5 in 20 overs.

Tanga Queens, chasing a 
modest target, easily got down 
to the successful chase having 
posted 97/2.

The convincing outcome, 
consequently, saw Tanga 
Queens keep their unbeaten 

streak alive as they secured 
qualification for the final.

Morogoro Queens defeated 
Arusha Queens by 63 runs in 
the last-four stage encounter to 
advance to the final.

The match witnessed Mo-
rogoro Queens amass 141/4 in 
20 overs when they took the 
crease first.

Arusha Queens’ efforts to 
mount a fruitful chase hit a 
snag, as the youthful contend-
ers scored 78/7 in 20 overs.

The national cricket govern-
ing body lauded all squads and 
players for making the tourna-
ment a success and continu-
ing to grow women’s cricket in 
Tanzania.

The TCA urged cricket stake-
holders to keep on supporting 
the female cricketers and the 
sport.

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THE Confederation of African Foot-
ball (CAF) has assigned four Tanzanian 
officials to officiate the upcoming 2025 
Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) qualifica-
tion match between Cameroon and Zim-
babwe. 

This pivotal Group J clash will take 
place on Tuesday, November 19, at the 
Stade Omnisports de Malouzini.

The Tanzanian officiating team is led 

by FIFA-certified referee Ahmed Ara-
jiga, who will serve as the center ref-
eree. Frank Komba and Hamdani Said 
have been appointed as the first and 
second assistant referees, respectively, 
while Elly Sasii will act as the fourth of-
ficial. 

These Tanzanian officials bring expe-
rience and professionalism to a crucial 
match in the AFCON qualifying campaign.

In the Group J standings, Cameroon 
currently holds the lead with 10 points, 

while Zimbabwe closely follows with 
eight points. Kenya, with four points, sits 
in third place, while Namibia is yet to reg-
ister a point. 

The top two teams in each group will 
secure qualification to the AFCON 2025 
Finals, making this fixture critical for 
both Cameroon and Zimbabwe as they 
vie for qualification.

Meanwhile, Tanzanian Match Commis-
sioner Khalid Abdallah will oversee the 
Group J qualifier between Kenya and Na-

mibia in Uganda, also scheduled for No-
vember 19. 

Additionally, Leslie Liunda will serve 
as the referees’ assessor for the AFCON 
qualification match between South Africa 
and South Sudan, which will take place at 
Cape Town Stadium. 

AFCON 2025 is set to be hosted by Mo-
rocco, marking the country’s second time 
organizing the tournament and the first 
since 1988. 

Matches will be held in six major cities, 

including Casablanca, Rabat, and Mar-
rakech. 

The tournament will kick off on Decem-
ber 21, 2025, and conclude on January 18, 
2026, just a few months before the start 
of the 2026 FIFA World Cup in the United 
States, Canada, and Mexico.

Originally, Guinea was slated to host 
AFCON 2025, but CAF reassigned hosting 
duties to Morocco due to Guinea’s inabil-
ity to meet infrastructure and logistical 
requirements.

Tanzanian officials appointed for AFCON qualifiers engagements

By Guardian Correspondent

THE Second Vice President of Zanzi-
bar, Hemed Suleiman Abdulla, is set to 
join runners in the 2024 Tigo Zanzibar 
Marathon, scheduled for next month 
on the island. 

His participation aims to promote 
health and unity, themes he praised as 
central to the marathon’s purpose.

“Personally, I love participating in 
these races; they bring people togeth-
er and encourage a healthy lifestyle. 
I commend the organizers and spon-
sors of this event,” Abdulla said. 

He emphasized that efforts should 
be made to ensure the marathon’s 
growth and continuity, encouraging its 
development as an annual attraction 
for participants locally and globally.

Abdulla shared that while he had re-
ceived invitations in the past, he was 
unable to attend due to scheduling 
conflicts. However, he is committed to 
participating this year, marking his de-
but in the event.

Azizi Said Ali, the Director of Tigo 
Zantel in Zanzibar, shared updates on 
the marathon’s preparation. 

Registration is already underway, 
with centers set up in Dar es Salaam 
and Zanzibar seeing enthusiastic sign-
ups. 

Ali anticipates an increase in par-
ticipation, especially given the rising 
interest from runners both within Tan-
zania and internationally.

“The preparations are progressing 
well, and we expect athletes and peo-
ple from various countries to partici-
pate,” Ali noted. 

This year’s marathon will offer three 
race categories: a 5-kilometer, a 10-ki-
lometer, and a 21-kilometer (half mara-
thon) run, catering to different skill 
levels.

The marathon, sponsored by Tigo, 
is now in its third year. The event con-
tinues to establish itself as a platform 
that celebrates fitness and community 
spirit on the island.

Zanzibar’s Second 
Vice President 
to participate in 
upcoming 2024 Tigo 
Zanzibar Marathon

Mganda traditional dancing group pictured recently entertaining during the 10th African Geothermal Conference held in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Correspond-
ent Jumanne Juma.

Cricketers making the Tanga Queens team pose with silverware following the completion of the 2024 TCA National Women’s Championship in Dar es Salaam 
recently. Tanga Queens overcame Morogoro Queens in the final. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIAN chess player Cleophas 
Mrope made headlines in Poland by 
defeating International Master (IM) 
Dawid Czerw in a chess exhibition 
(simul) held recently. 

The 22-year-old, currently study-
ing at the University of Maria Curie-
Skłodowska (UMCS), displayed remark-
able skill against Czerw, a renowned 
chess YouTuber and influencer.

The exhibition match, a precursor 
to the grand 1,000-player chess tour-
nament at the Hobby 2024 Fair, took 
place at the Lublin Fair Hall, attracting 
a sizable crowd and chess enthusiasts 
from across Europe. 

According to UMCS professor Kon-
rad Czernichowski, who is also a vis-
iting lecturer at Jordan University in 
Morogoro, the event was the largest 
chess gathering in Lublin’s history. It 
featured participants from seven dif-
ferent countries, making it a signifi-
cant event on the chess calendar.

In addition to Mrope’s exhibition 
match, the tournament saw a strong 
presence of highly ranked players, 
including three Grandmasters (GMs) 
— GM Alexei Shirov, formerly ranked 
second in the world, GM Mateusz 

Bartel, and GM Igor Janik — as well as 
Woman Grandmaster (WGM) Micha-
lina Rudzińska. 

Notably, nine international masters 
were also in attendance, adding a high 
level of competitive depth to the event.

Mrope placed an impressive 229th 
out of 1,000 participants, scoring 6.5 
points, placing him ahead of 75% of the 
players. His strong performance in this 
highly competitive tournament high-
lights his growing prowess on the in-
ternational stage. Mrope is currently a 
second-year student pursuing a Bach-
elor’s degree in Business Analytics at 
UMCS, Poland’s most internationally 
recognized public university. 

He joined UMCS on a scholarship, 
awarded in recognition of his impres-
sive chess achievements, which in-
clude winning the African inter-school 
chess championships and represent-
ing Tanzania in the 2022 Chess Olym-
piad in Chennai, India.

UMCS, soon to celebrate its 80th an-
niversary, has provided a platform for 
Mrope to hone his skills further, mak-
ing him a key player to watch in the Af-
rican and global chess community. His 
achievements serve as an inspiration 
for young chess enthusiasts in Tanza-
nia and beyond.

Tanzanian chess 
prodigy Mrope 
shine in Poland



By Henry Bushnell

O
N one side of  El 
Clásico, there was 
Kylian Mbappé. 
There were Viní-

cius Jr. and Jude Bellingham. 
There were the reigning Eu-
ropean champions, the  lat-
est wave of Galácticos, the 
most feared attack in soccer, 
the reason Real Madrid was 
the overwhelming favorite to 
win La Liga.

And on the other, the Bar-
celona side, there was zero 
fear.

There was, instead, a bold 
offside trap that foiled and 
frustrated Real Madrid; and, 
in the second half, there was 
Robert Lewandowski.

Lewandowski scored twice 
in three minutes Saturday 
to silence Madrid’s palatial 
Santiago Bernabéu Stadium 
and break open the season’s 
first  Clásico.  Barca’s teen 
sensation, Lamine Yamal, 
eventually added a third 
goal. Soon thereafter, Raph-
inha sealed a deserved 4-0 
victory.

But the story of the game 
unspooled in a fascinating 
first half. Again and again, 
Real Madrid raced forward. 
And again and again, Mbap-
pé was thwarted by a strat-
egy that, pundits insisted, 
Barcelona surely wouldn’t 
employ against the champs.

Under German manag-
er Hansi Flick, Barca has 
pressed and squeezed op-
ponents into submission 
this season. Forwards have 
hunted the ball. Defenders 
have held a perilously high 
line that restricts space in 

front of them, tilts the field 
and allows Barca to play on 
the front foot for 90 madcap 
minutes.

But if it did that against 
Mbappé and Vini, the think-
ing went, with so much space 
behind it, it would get pun-
ished.

“If they play like that, 
they’ll concede goal after 
goal after goal,” ESPN color 
commentator Steve McMa-
naman warned as Saturday’s 
game got underway.

Barca, though, never 
flinched. It not only “played 
like that,” it played the high 
line expertly. It caught Real 

Madrid offside eight times 
in the game’s first 36 min-
utes. (Eight! In 36 minutes!) 
Mbappé mis-timed run after 
run. Fans at the Bernabeu 
thrashed their arms in fury — 
but every single call was the 
correct one, because Barca’s 
midfield was active and its 
defenders in-sync.

In the 30th minute, Mbap-
pé scored, but VAR over-
turned the goal because he 
was off by half a body length.

Vini broke the trap once, 
but dragged his shot wide 
of the near post. And that, 
officially, was the only shot 
Real Madrid managed in the 

entire first half — because the 
rest were annulled by an as-
sistant referee’s flag.

For most of the half, Barca 
seemed to be skating on pro-
verbial thin ice. But under 
Flick — who implemented 
similar styles at the helm of 
Bayern Munich and the Ger-
man national team — the 
Catalan kids have already 
grown comfortable with 
peril. They’ve accepted the 
inherent pitfalls of the strat-
egy. They’ve bought into the 
belief that benefits outweigh 
risk. And they’ve flourished.

They’ve created more Ex-
pected Goals (xG) than any 
other team in Europe’s Big 
Five leagues by a massive 
margin. They’ve now scored 
37 goals in 11 La Liga games.

They’ve also caught op-
ponents offside a whopping 
77 times, more than twice as 
many as any other top-flight 
team in Spain, England, Ger-
many or Italy.

All because they “have the 
balls to play a defensive line 
that high,” as defensive mid-
fielder Marc Casadó  said 
postgame in Spanish. “It’s in-
credible. And at the moment, 
it’s working.”

On Saturday, Mbappé fi-
nally beat their trap in the 
71st minute. But his shot was 
saved, and besides, by then, 
Barca’s rampant attack had 
done its thing. Casadó un-
locked Real Madrid with a 
lovely through ball. Lewan-
dowski beat Madrid’s sloppy 
offside trap for his first of 
two goals.

His second was a header. 
Yamal and Raphinha then 
added to the tally. Real Ma-
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Hansi Flick installed a high line to get the better of Real Madrid (Getty 
Images)

By JAMES ELLINGWORTH

BORUSSIA Dortmund’s awful away form contin-
ued in a 2-1 loss to Augsburg in the Bundesliga on 
Saturday that increases the pressure on coach Nuri 
Sahin.

Dortmund’s fourth loss in a row in away games 
in all competitions — including  5-2 at Real Ma-
drid  on Tuesday — left the team seven points off 
new Bundesliga leader Leipzig.

The team’s poor form has key players and sport-
ing director Sebastian Kehl at a loss. “I’m annoyed 
by the many goals we’re conceding,” Kehl said. 
“We’ve been addressing this intensively but now 
we’re standing here having to explain things that I 
can’t explain.”

Alexis Claude-Maurice made his first start since 
joining Augsburg in August and rewarded his new 
team with two goals from distance to turn the game 
around. Dortmund led with an early Donyell Malen 
goal.

The game ended with 18-year-old Dortmund 
defender Almugera Kabar sent off for two yellow 
cards on his Bundesliga debut. American forward 
Cole Campbell also debuted.

Sahin, who took over after Edin Terzic left fol-
lowing Dortmund’s Champions League final loss 
last season, already faced scrutiny of his tactics last 
week after Dortmund gave up a two-goal lead in the 
loss at Madrid.

Sahin could be without defenders Waldemar An-
ton and Julian Ryerson and midfielder Marcel Sa-
bitzer for another away game on Tuesday at Wolfs-
burg in the German Cup. All went off with injuries 
on Saturday.

Leipzig on top
Leipzig looks like two different teams, depending 

on which competition its playing in.
In the Champions League, it has lost all three of 

its games. In the Bundesliga, Marco Rose’s team 
leads the standings — at least until Bayern Munich 
plays Sunday — and is unbeaten in its eight games.

Leipzig briefly looked like bringing its Champions 
League form to the Bundesliga before a second-half 
comeback to beat Freiburg 3-1.

Poor marking allowed Ritsu Doan to head 
Freiburg in front in the 15th — the first goal Leipzig 
conceded in the Bundesliga since Aug. 31. Goals 
from defenders Willi Orban and Lutsharel Geer-
truida got Leipzig back into the game before Loïs 
Openda scored from a tight angle to secure the win.

With attacking midfielder Xavi Simons set to be 
out for weeks with an ankle ligament injury  sus-
tained in Leipzig’s 1-0 loss to Liverpool on Wednes-
day, teammates Castello Lukeba and Amadou Haid-
ara raised his shirt in tribute.

Leverkusen drops points
Late goals were key to Bayer Leverkusen’s title 

win last season. It went the other way on Saturday 
as Romano Schmid’s 90th-minute goal salvaged a 
2-2 draw for Werder Bremen and dropped Leverku-
sen five points off the lead.

Victor Boniface scored Leverkusen’s opening 
goal, playing with his hand bandaged after a car 
crash which caused him to miss Wednesday’s 
1-1  Champions League draw at Brest. Three of 
Leverkusen’s last four games in all competitions 
have been draws.

El Bilal Touré scored a vital goal in Stuttgart’s 1-0 
win over Juventus on Tuesday in the Champions 
League, and the Mali forward did it again on Satur-
day with a goal and assist to beat Holstein Kiel 2-1.

Touré surged for most of the length of the field 
on a counterattack to set up Deniz Undav for Stutt-
gart’s first goal and scored the second with an auda-
cious long-range shot.

That gave Stuttgart a much-needed first Bundesli-
ga win in over a month, but only after surviving the 
last half-hour with 10 men after Jeff Chabot earned 
two yellow cards in the space of three minutes.

Also, Wolfsburg drew at St. Pauli 0-0.
AP

Dortmund slumps 
to another loss at 
Augsburg as Leipzig 
tops the Bundesliga

Real Madrid’s Galácticos humbled in El Clásico 
by Barcelona’s bold trap and rampant attack

  Gwiji by David Chikoko

praise Martin
The circumstances are 

significantly different - 
given the size of the club 
he was going into, and 
the knowledge he could 
call on generational tal-
ents in Xavi and Andres 
Iniesta, and the man he 
regards as the greatest 
ever in Lionel Messi - but 
Pep Guardiola needed 
to do something similar 

when he was given the 
Barcelona job, aged 37 - a 
year younger than Mar-
tin is now.

Now revered as one 
of the greatest manag-
ers in history, Guardiola 
appreciates what Martin 
is doing and even feels 
there are aspects of 
Southampton’s play he 
can learn from.

“We were not sloppy, 

we were not flat, but we 
struggled to regain the 
ball because they are re-
ally good,” said the City 
boss.

“I’m a spectator. I pre-
fer the players to get the 
ball to feet, not the teeth.

“When I see the oppo-
nent do the things I like 
to do with my team and 
they do it really well, I 
make a compliment.

“I’m sure I will learn, 
there were some move-
ments, the reasons 
why they do things, the 
movements they make 
to link to the striker. It’s 
not easy.”

He added on Sky 
Sports: “It’s a good game 
to learn as a manager. I 
am going to learn a lot 
with Russell because 
they did really well.”

Guardiola did not just 
praise Martin to the me-
dia, he also spoke to the 
Saints boss straight after 
the final whistle - and 
Martin revealed City and 
England playmaker Phil 
Foden had also done so.

“They felt we were re-
ally brave with the ball 
and did stuff not many 
teams do,” said Martin.

“It is not easy to play 

that way but he proba-
bly understands it more 
than anyone.

“I have seen so many 
teams promoted and 
get nowhere. If we lose 
I can accept it when the 
lads show a level of cour-
age like they did today. 
If they do that here they 
can do it anywhere.

“I will live and die by 
the sword for what I be-
lieve in. If we keep play-
ing like we did today we 
will have some fun and 
be all right.”

Fun might be an ex-
treme way of describing 
Southampton’s current 
predicament.

Pressure can scram-
ble the mind and - after 
throwing away a vic-
tory against Ipswich in 
injury time and losing a 
two-goal lead in the final 
half-hour against Leices-
ter - the forthcoming 
games against Everton 
and Wolves look huge 
for Martin and his side’s 
survival hopes.

If the former Scotland 
international can really 
have fun in games like 
that, he deserves all the 
success that comes his 
way.    BBC

 By Simon Stone 

SOUTHAMPTON were 
beaten at Manchester 
City, as most people ex-
pected.

They are bottom of the 
Premier League, with a 
single point from their 
first nine games of the 
season.

Manager Russell Mar-
tin is under pressure, de-
spite guiding Saints back 
to the top flight only five 
months ago.

But a strange thing 
happened at Etihad Sta-
dium.

Speaking to the media 
after Saturday’s match, 
both managers heaped 
praise on the beaten 
team.

It was not so much 
that they were unlucky 
to lose. If Erling Haa-
land had a better day, he 
would have scored more 
than just the fifth-min-
ute match-winner.

Manchester City beat 
Southampton in an 
open game - not just be-
cause they found a way 
through a blanket de-
fence.

Towards the end of 
the first half, the visi-
tors had the majority of 
possession. It was down 
to 42.3% by the end. As 
a guide, City’s previous 
two opponents, Sparta 
Prague and Wolves, have 
had 20.1% and 22.4% re-
spectively.

If Southampton are to 
go down, or Martin is to 
lose his job, it will be by 
committing to a game-
plan he believes in.

“I took the job [at MK 
Dons] nearly five years 
ago, with the club in the 
League One relegation 
zone and the chairman 
saying he didn’t care if 
they got relegated if he 
could see something he 
believed in and could be 

proud of,” said Martin.
“There have been 

some moments of real 
difficulty at MK and 
Swansea and here, 
where you get ques-
tioned and have to make 
a big decision.

“But if I end up losing 
my job at some point, 
which is inevitable, at 
least I can say I have 
stuck to what I want to 
be, as a person first, then 
a leader and then as a 
manager.

“To get to the Pre-
mier League and then 
change would be illogi-
cal. I cannot stand on 
the sidelines watching 
something I don’t feel 
connected with or love. 
I don’t see the point in 
that.”

That requires South-
ampton’s players to have 
courage to take the ball 
in tight areas, carry on 
passing when the pres-
sure is at its greatest and 
not allow poor results or 
adversity to change that 
mindset.

*Guardiola and Foden 

Guardiola ‘will learn’ from Southampton boss Martin

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia

HERVE Renard was hired to coach Saudi Ara-
bia for a second time on Saturday, two days after 
the departure of Roberto Mancini.

“I’m back,” Renard said in a social media video 
posted by the Saudi Arabia Football Federation.

The Frenchman most recently coached France 
women to the Paris Olympics quarterfinals.

He was previously in charge of Saudi Arabia from 
2019-23, a tenure that included a famous 2-1  win 
over Argentina at the 2022 World Cup in Qatar.

“I did not intend to leave (Saudi). But when 
your country knocks on your door you have to re-
spond,” Renard said. “My connection with Saudi, 
the fans, the players and all the memories — I can 
never forget. I did not finish my story with Saudi.”

Renard’s contract will run until the end of 2025 
with an option to extend until the 2027 Asian Cup, 
which will be hosted in Saudi Arabia for the first 
time.

Mancini was  hired by Saudi Arabia  in August 
2023 having led Italy to victory at the 2021 Euro-
pean Championship. But the serial trophy winner 
was quickly under pressure after an underwhelm-
ing Asian Cup in January and an exit in the round 
of 16.    AP

Renard back to coach Saudi 
Arabia after Mancini exits

drid, curiously, felt like the team 
that was fazed by a grand occasion. 
And Barca, with the emphatic win, 
leapt to 30 points, six clear of Ma-
drid atop La Liga.

For most of the half, Barca seemed 
to be skating on proverbial thin 
ice. But under Flick — who imple-
mented similar styles at the helm of 
Bayern Munich and the German na-
tional team — the Catalan kids have 
already grown comfortable with 
peril. They’ve accepted the inher-
ent pitfalls of the strategy. They’ve 
bought into the belief that benefits 
outweigh risk. And they’ve flour-
ished.

They’ve created more Expected 
Goals (xG) than any other team in 
Europe’s Big Five leagues by a mas-
sive margin. They’ve now scored 37 
goals in 11 La Liga games.

They’ve also caught opponents 
offside a whopping 77 times, more 
than twice as many as any other 
top-flight team in Spain, England, 
Germany or Italy.

All because they “have the balls 
to play a defensive line that high,” 
as defensive midfielder Marc Casa-
dó  said postgame in Spanish. “It’s 
incredible. And at the moment, it’s 
working.”

On Saturday, Mbappé finally beat 
their trap in the 71st minute. But 
his shot was saved, and besides, by 
then, Barca’s rampant attack had 
done its thing. Casadó unlocked 
Real Madrid with a lovely through 
ball. Lewandowski beat Madrid’s 
sloppy offside trap for his first of 
two goals.

His second was a header. Yamal 
and Raphinha then added to the 
tally. Real Madrid, curiously, felt like 
the team that was fazed by a grand 
occasion. And Barca, with the em-
phatic win, leapt to 30 points, six 
clear of Madrid atop La Liga.

*yahoo/sports

Southampton manager Russell Martin was praised by counterpart Pep Guardiola after 
Manchester City’s 1-0 win at Etihad Stadium. Agencies



 

Union’s defense struggled 
to clear the ball, allowing 
Baleke to pounce and score 
his first goal of the season, 
showcasing his offensive 
capabilities following his 
recent transfer from Liby-
an club Al Ittihad.

Head coach Miguel 
Gamondi (pictured) 
praised his team’s resil-
ience in tough conditions. 

“Three points are very 
important, especially with 
this away win in a chal-
lenging stadium,” Gamondi 

stated. “It was hard to play 
our usual football on this 
pitch. Coastal Union faced 
similar challenges, which 
impacted both teams. This 
is an area that needs atten-
tion for the improvement 
of Tanzanian football.”

Gamondi expressed 
some dissatisfaction with 
the team’s first-half perfor-
mance, noting adjustments 
he made at halftime. He 
also highlighted concerns 
about officiating, empha-
sizing the importance of 

fair play to uphold the 
league’s standards.

Young Africans main-
tained their defensive 
strength despite the ab-
sence of their first-choice 
goalkeeper, Mali interna-
tional Djigui Diarra. 

Backup goalkeeper Kho-
meiny Aboubakar, who 
joined the team this sea-
son, secured his first clean 
sheet, complementing the 
six already achieved by Di-
arra.

Coastal Union showed 
early promise, creating a 
chance in the 9th minute 
when Maabad Maulid’s 
powerful header struck 
the post. However, Young 
Africans gradually took 
control, albeit with their 
passing game limited by 
the field’s conditions. 

The second half saw 
Gamondi introduce Prince 
Dube, Clatous Chama, 
Pacome Zouzoua, Duke 
Abuya, and Aziz Andamb-
wile, injecting momentum 
into the attack and gener-
ating additional scoring 
opportunities.

Coastal Union nearly 
equalized in the 71st min-
ute when Gerson Gwalala 
narrowly missed an open 

goal. Zouzoua also came 
close to adding a second 
goal for Young Africans but 
couldn’t capitalize on his 
skillful dribbling past three 
defenders. In the final min-
utes, Dube missed a clear 
shot on goal, leaving the 
scoreline unchanged.

With this victory, Young 
Africans extended their 
unbeaten start to seven 
games, achieving seven 
consecutive wins and scor-
ing a total of 12 goals. 

They now hold second 
place with 21 points, trail-
ing Singida Black Stars, 
who have 22 points from 
eight games. With one less 
game played, Young Afri-
cans are well-positioned 
to reclaim the league’s top 
spot.

Coastal Union, mean-
while, fell to 11th place 
with eight points, facing in-
creased mid-table competi-
tion after KMC’s 2-1 victory 
over Tanzania Prisons at 
Mbeya’s Sokoine Stadium. 

The defending champi-
ons’ season has so far been 
marked by tactical disci-
pline and defensive resil-
ience, as they continue to 
impress without conceding 
a single goal in the league.

Real Madrid’s Galácticos 
humbled in El Clásico by 
Barcelona’s bold trap and 
rampant attack
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Gamondi hails hard-fought win 
against Coastal Union 
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 By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

D
EFENDING champi-
ons Young Africans 
SC continued their 
flawless run in the 

NBC Premier League, securing a 
1-0 victory over Coastal Union at 
the Sheikh Amri Abeid Stadium in 
Arusha. 

The win, courtesy of a 25th-min-
ute strike by Democratic Republic 
of Congo forward Jean Baleke, 
propelled Young Africans to the 
second place in the league stand-
ings with 21 points, just ahead of 
rivals Simba SC.

The decisive moment came 
from a corner taken by Young 
Africans’ Maxi Nzengeli. Coastal 

Simba coach Davids 
highlights squad depth 
after dominant victory 
over Namungo FC

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

 By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

SIMBA Sports Club head coach Fadlu Davids has 
lauded the fierce competition within his squad, 
emphasizing the club’s depth and versatility, which 
gives him multiple reliable options across all posi-
tions. 

Davids shared these views following his team’s 
3-0 victory over Namungo FC last Friday.

The commanding win underscored Simba’s 
strength in depth, with contributions from various 
players. 

Right-back Shomari Kapombe opened the scor-
ing just four minutes in after a powerful strike from 
striker Steve Mukwala rebounded off the crossbar, 
allowing Kapombe to finish. 

New recruit Ahoua doubled the lead in the 33rd 
minute with a precise shot inside the 18-yard box, 
converting a well-placed cross from Mukwala. 

Later, substitute Debora Fernandes sealed the 
win in the 86th minute, powering a left-footed shot 
into the net after receiving a clean pass from Leo-
nel Ateba.

Davids praised the competitive environment 
within the squad, especially in the midfield. “Every 
player given the opportunity to play is performing 
exceptionally well. It’s a challenge in terms of team 
selection, but it’s a great asset to have so many 
strong options,” he said.

One standout player for Davids was midfielder 
Joshua Mutale. After a slow start to the season, Mu-
tale showcased a marked improvement in his per-
formance against Namungo, reflecting the positive 
effects of internal competition on his development. 

“Mutale’s display was impressive; he’s clearly 
found his momentum and is responding well to the 
competitive atmosphere within the team,” Davids 
noted.

Davids also addressed recent criticism surround-
ing Fabrice Ngoma, reiterating Ngoma’s value as 
both a player and a leader within the squad. 

“Ngoma is a vital member of this team. He under-
stands what’s needed and sets the standard for oth-
ers,” Davids said. “Each player now knows what’s 
expected of them; they just need to compete for 
their spot.”

Davids’ strategy of rotation was also evident in 
his decision to start left-back Valentine Nouma, giv-
ing regular starter Mohamed Hussein, popularly 
known as ‘Tshabalala,’ a rest due to his extensive 
involvement in both club and national duties. 

The move underscores Davids’ commitment to 
managing player workload while maintaining the 
team’s competitive edge.

In attack, Davids utilized a mix of emerging and 
seasoned talent. Mukwala played a key role with 
his assist for the opening goal, while Ateba, coming 
off the bench, provided the assist for the final goal, 
showcasing the depth in Simba’s offensive options. 

“There was a strong balance in our attack, with 
both Mukwala and Ateba proving valuable. Compe-
tition is fierce across every position,” Davids added.

The victory brings Simba’s points tally to 19, po-
sitioning them third in the NBC Premier League 
standings after eight matches. With a robust de-
fense and productive attack, Simba are firmly in 
the title race.

Looking ahead, Simba face a tight schedule with 
matches against JKT Tanzania tomorrow, followed 
by away fixtures against Mashujaa FC on November 
1, KMC FC on November 5, and Pamba Jiji FC on No-
vember 21. 

Davids views these matches as opportunities to 
further test his squad’s depth and adaptability. 

“For me, the focus is not necessarily on the best 
individual players but on building the best cohesive 
team,” he emphasized, stressing the importance of 
a unified squad over individual talent.

Simba’s recent form reflects Davids’ approach of 
nurturing internal competition to maintain high 
standards across all positions. 

With standout performances from players like 
Mutale, Ngoma, Kapombe, and Mukwala, the coach 
remains optimistic about his squad’s potential as 
they pursue their league title ambitions.

Mwinzani triumphs in Dar Gymkhana 
Club Monthly Mug tournament

By Correspondent Japheth Kazenga

DAR ES SALAAM Gymkhana Club 
(DGC) golfer Julius Mwinzani laid 
his hands on October’s Monthly Mug 
showdown silverware at the club last 
weekend.

The golfer carded 71 net to beat the 
rest of the performers to the title in 
men’s Division A of the monthly com-
petition aiming at raising the standard 
of the game locally.

Sheiza Bhanji, playing off five hand-
icaps, settled for second place in the 
division, having ended with 72 net.

In men’s Division B, Godfrey Kilenga 
had the last laugh, having notched 72 
net, and Khalaf Rashid secured sec-
ond place, even though the player 
posted a similar score, losing to the 
former via count-back.

Ally Azam was the men’s Division C 
winner - notching 71 net - and William 
Ferentinos secured the division’s run-
ner-up position after carding 77 net.

Experienced golfer Ayne Magombe 
won the Ladies Division Silver Cate-
gory - with the seven-handicap golfer 
notching 72 net.  

Yasmin Chali, playing off 18 handi-
caps, took second place with 82 net, 
whereas Anita Siwale settled for third 
place with 83 net.

Rashid Rashid was the men’s cat-
egory guest winner, having posted 73 
net, and Asteria Kinunda secured the 
women’s category guest winner silver-
ware with 101 net.

Mwinzani went on to garner the 
men’s category Longest Drive title, 
while Ayne was victorious in the wom-
en’s category Longest Drive challenge.

Kain Mbaya took the men’s Nearest 
to the Pin prize.

Paul Ngangaji, the Tanzania Insur-
ance Regulatory Authority (TIRA) 
Supervision Officer, was the tourna-
ment’s closing ceremony guest of 

honour.
Ngangaji lauded tournament spon-

sors ICEA Lion General Insurance for 
overseeing a wonderful showdown.

He further heaped praises on the 
sponsors for their creativity, promot-
ing insurance, and valuing the govern-
ment’s call on citizens to participate, 
promote, and develop sports in the 
country.

Ngangaji was adamant that apart 
from registering insurance compa-
nies, protecting the insurance con-
sumer is one of TIRA’s objectives.

He added that they are delighted in-
surance companies are creative when 
it comes to reaching out to golfers 
who constitute the customers.

Lilian Mbassy, Managing Director 
of TIB Development Bank, who also 
serves as one of ICEA Lion’s Board 
Members, affirmed that several other 
high-profile tournaments are slated to 
take place.

ICEA Lion General Insurance’s Chief 
Executive Officer, Jared Awando, ex-

pressed gratitude to the DGC for offer-
ing his firm the opportunity to spon-
sor the second Monthly Mug event.

He further appreciated the golfers 
for taking their time to turn up and 
battle it out in the competition.

He said they would, next year, bring 
Kenya and Uganda golfers to play in 
the competition.

“I want to thank players for taking 
your time to come and play in the 
tournament, you could use your time 
in other endeavours,” he said.

He lauded his team from ICEA Lion 
for a job well done, adding that he 
brought them to motivate them to 
play golf.

Iman Alfayo, the DGC Golf Section’s 
Competition Secretary, thanked play-
ers for the good turn out as over 70 
golfers took part in the showdown.

The official said the Monthly Mug 
showdown has been extremely suc-
cessful for months.

The Division A winner, Mwinzani, 
appreciated the tournament’s spon-

sors and organizers for facilitating a 
wonderful event.

The player stated he was delighted 
by his triumph, adding he had a great 
day on the course given everything 
went on smoothly.

Mwizani further thanked his spon-
sor, Azam, for his support, adding that 
the backing has been extremely ben-
eficial to the youthful golfer.

“Azam has been quite helpful to me 
and has boosted my talent, I hardly 
have a much better way to express my 
regards, he has helped me play golf in 
and outside the country,” Mwinzani, 
18-year-old national junior team golf-
er, disclosed.

Azam, also one of the October 
Monthly Mug showdown winners, 
stated that Mwinzani is a talented 
youthful golfer, therefore, he feels 
great that he is the player’s sponsor.

The experienced golfer noted that 
they had embarked on serious prepa-
rations for the competition and he ap-
preciates their efforts have paid off.

 Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC) golfers who excelled in the outfit’s October Monthly Mug competition in a group photo with the event’s sponsors at the club last Sunday. 
PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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