
 By Beatrice Philemon

G
ROWTH of the 
country’s diary 
industry is be-
ing frustrated by 

dozens of regulatory bodies 
mostly undertaking similar 
functions hence impeding 
private investments.

Tanzania Milk Processors 
Association’s Executive Sec-
retary, Yohana Kubini said in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday that 
the dairy industry is super-
vised by 30 diferent regula-
tory bodies, directorates and 
agencies which often dove-
tail their functions.

Kubini said in order to 
unleash the massive growth 
potential which the dairy in-
dustry has in the country, au-
thorities should implement 
recommendation made by a 
stakeholders’ blue print doc-
ument seeking to reduce cost 
of doing business in the local 
market.

““We believe that if the 
blue print recommendations 
that we made are absorbed 
by authorities, operational 
costs will decline because 

bureaucracy will be reduced 
and more local and for-
eign investors will put their 
money in the dairy industry 
value chain that will create 
employment for women and 
youths,” Kubini said.

He further noted that 
growth of the dairy industry 
which is guaranteed because 
of the large livestock num-
bers which the country has, 
will also see government’s 
industrialization agenda real-
ized while Treasury earning 
blot through taxation and 
other fees.

“Although this year the 
government has abolished 
taxation on milk for small 
producers with volumes of 
between 0 and 200 litres per 
day, the cost of doing busi-
ness is still high for large scale 
milk producers, processors, 
transporters and importers,” 
the TMPA chief added.

He challenged Tanzania 
Dairy Board which had or-
ganized the stakeholders’ 
meeting to discuss the indus-
try’s policy and regulatory 
framework and inanced by 
Netherland Development 

Organisation (SNV), that be-
cause of bureaucracy and 
regulatory frustrations, many 
potential investors are by-
passing the industry.

“As stakeholders engaged 
in this sector we need at least 
12 regulatory bodies only so 
that investors can operate in 
a better dairy environment 
which then means that more 
people will be attracted,” he 
stressed while warning that 
growth is currently stalled.

While commending gov-
ernment for merging Tanza-
nia Food and Drugs Author-
ity and Tanzania Bureau of 
Standards, dairy industry 
stakeholders are proposing 
that general inspections (milk 
safety and human health pro-
tection) should be done by 
Tanzania Dairy Board while  
safety (inspection of plants 
and equipments  should be 
carry out by Occupation 
Safety and Health Authority.

The stakeholders’ blue-
print is also proposing that 
product certiication and 
standardization should be 
conducted by TBS/TFDA 
and zero tax rate should be 
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Tanzania Milk Processors Association’s Executive Secretary, Yohana 
Kubini. 

Stakeholders in 
the dairy industry 
decry dovetailing 
regulatory bodies

Frustration 

Kenya dragging feets on Tanzania lour

non-tariFF barriers 

IMF rumours may be the 
scare South Africa needs
 JOHANNESBURG 

The threat of an International Monetary Fund bailout, unthinkable a few years ago, may force government to push through the reforms it needs to rescue the economy.
An expanded bailout for struggling power utility Eskom and calls from other state companies for support have strained the nation’s budget, prompting business groups and analysts to warn the country could be pressed to ask the IMF to help keep a lid on ballooning debt.

“The IMF is used as a scare tactic to make the government aware that if we don’t implement the necessary policies, we may be forced to turn” to them, Thabi Leoka, an independent economist, said in an emailed response to questions. “South Africa’s problems are not insurmountable. We know what we need to do. Our problem is the lack of implementation and political will.”
The Washington-based lender, central bank and the government have said South Africa doesn’t need IMF help and that authorities can still do what’s needed. While President Cyril Ramaphosa and the ruling African National Congress will be unlikely to request support, the nation’s biggest business lobby said they may have to unless they act soon to ix the problems at the cash-strapped state-owned electricity company and to remove obstacles to economic growth.Seeking help from the IMF would be politically dangerous for the ANC as it could be seen as a failure to manage the economy, and being answerable to a foreign institution would give ammunition to opposition parties such as the Economic Freedom Fighters that advocate wholesale nationalisation.

Waning conidence
The possibility of IMF assistance “is in the headlines because people doubt the ability of the state to efect any economic reforms that are urgent and so required for us to deal with the structural problems,” said Lumkile Mondi, an economics lecturer at the University of the Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. “People have got no 

conidence, so they’re looking for a third party to help us implement a form of a structural-adjustment program.”
Business conidence has cooled from the two-year high it reached after Ramaphosa won the leadership of the ruling party and took over as president of the country in February 2018. He has pledged to create jobs and make it easier to do business as he seeks to lure $100 billion in new investment.The government will announce a plan to improve the economy within weeks, Minister in the Presidency Jackson Mthembu told reporters on August 8. “There is no need or appetite from the South African government to approach any inancial institution for help.” Budget constraints amid weak economic growth have prompted calls for urgent action.

Eskom has R440 billion of debt and is battling to meet demand for electricity from ageing plants. The government’s plan to give it R128 billion in assistance over three years will add to state liabilities and widen the iscal shortfall. Fitch Ratings estimates the budget gap may climb to 6.3% of gross domestic product this year, and government debt to 68% of GDP in two years. That’s at a time when the economy contracted the most in a decade in the irst quarter and unemployment climbed to 29%.Allocating new broadband spectrum and simplifying visa rules to boost tourism and bring in necessary skills are “readily achievable policies” that can boost conidence, the IMF’s resident representative in South Africa, Montfort Mlachila, said last week. Other measures that could help are more labor-market lexibility and leaner state-owned companies.
South Africa’s loating exchange rate acts as a bufer to external shocks and gives it the resilience to avoid running into balance-of-payments trouble, said Razia Khan, chief economist for Africa and the Middle East at Standard Chartered Bank. International reserves of $49.8 billion and the fact that external debt is mostly rand-denominated provide additional support, she said. 

ConCern 

 NAIROBI

The diference in stand-
ards and low capacity will 
hinder Tanzania’s quest to 
export maize lour to Kenya, 
Agriculture PS Hamadi Boga 
has said.

Kenyan lour is fortiied, 
which is a requirement by 
the Kenya Bureau of Stand-
ards (Kebs), while most of 
the Tanzanian commodity 
is not, making access to the 
local market diicult. On ca-
pacity, Prof Boga said Tanza-
nia’s largest miller has a ca-
pacity of 100 metric tonnes 

a day compared to Kenya’s 
total daily capacity of 16,000 
tonnes

“These factors of stand-
ards and low output makes 
the plans of importing lour 
from Tanzania unviable,” he 
told the Daily Nation in an 
interview. “Maize lour from 
outside the country must 
be attuned to the consumer 
preferences in Kenya.”

Tanzania President John 
Magufuli last month said 
his country would only ex-
port lour, not maize grain to 
Kenya as earlier announced. 
Maize trade was part of bilat-

eral deals agreed upon dur-
ing President Uhuru Keny-
atta’s visit to Tanzania.

The move might come as 
a relief to millers who had 
opposed the plan by Tanza-
nia to export maize lour to 
ease the current shortage, 
arguing that it would desta-
bilise the market and subject 
them to losses. The proces-
sors argued they buy maize 
at Sh4,000 for a 90-kilo bag 
and bringing in lour from 
Tanzania would render 
theirs uncompetitive.

Agriculture Secretary 
Mwangi Kiunjuri’s an-

nouncement in April that 
the maize gap needed to be 
bridged through imports 
was greeted with murmurs, 
with MPs, the national Stra-
tegic Food Reserve Trust 
Fund and former Prime 
Minister Raila Odinga claim-
ing there was enough food in 
the country and that impor-
tation was choreographed 
by “cartels.”

“We cannot bring in maize 
from Mexico. We are going 
to scout the grain from Com-
mon Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa countries,” 
Mr Kiunjuri told MPs last 

week in an abrupt change of 
stance last month.

In March, the ministry 
said there were 21 million 
bags of maize in the country 
forecast to last until the end 
of June with deicit having 
to be illed through imports. 
However, political pressure 
has seen government back-
track from importing out-
side the region. The inlow 
of maize from Tanzania and 
Uganda has helped to stabi-
lise the price of lour now 
maintained at Sh123 for a 
two-kilogramme packet in 
the last two months.

Minister in the Presidency Jackson Mthembu. 

Kenya, Agriculture PS Hamadi Boga. 

NAIROBI

Enterprise software irm VMWare has expanded the VMWare Academy: Virtualise Africa programme and conirmed an MOU established with Kenya’s Strathmore University’s @iLabAfrica centre.
The company and academic institution share the vision to empower the continent’s fast-growing, young population to enter the digital workforce “with conidence and expertise”, and thereby help to address the skills gap.

VMWare’s objective is to engage key stakeholders across academia, government and industry to equip students with the technical skills and certiications they require to succeed in the digital economy.
In a statement released 

by VMWare, the company explains: “The African labour market is experiencing signiicant disruption due to fast-paced technological advances. With the emergence of new ields such as artiicial intelligence (AI), machine-learning, Internet of Things (IOT) and cloud computing, business models have radically changed and so have the skill sets required by individuals to thrive in this new environment.”
Via the partnership with VMWare, Strathmore University has begun integrating a range of VMWare developed courses into its curricula – these cover topics such as virtualisation, cloud computing, AI and IOT. This is facilitated through subsidised software licenses and certiication vouchers from 

VMWare.
@iLabAfrica, a Centre of Ex-cellence in Research and In-novation in Information Com-munication Technology at the University, is spearheading the rollout with 20 trainers and over 100 students at the Uni-versity participating.

The students will be able to beneit from access to high-quality learning online resources, hands-on lab expe-riences to develop technical skills, and the opportunity to achieve industry-recognised VMware certiication to com-plement their chosen ields of study.
Dr. Joseph Sevilla, Director @

iLabAfrica, Strathmore Univer-sity, “Our shared goal with VM-ware is to become the VMware IT Academy regional lead for East Africa, training lecturers and students from Strathmore 

and other universities plus fa-cilitating their participation in the programme. Increased ac-cess to this type of education and training for students is a critical part of Africa realising the potential of its youth and a prosperous Africa.”
Thomas MacKay, Senior Di-rector for Global Strategic Pro-grams, VMware, added: “Skills development is recognised as a key component for economic growth and prosperity. VM-ware IT Academy: Virtualise Africa helps educational in-stitutions align curricula with the skills needed for the labour market, thereby building talent for Africa’s jobs of today and tomorrow. Our discussions to form a strategic collaboration with Strathmore University is a signiicant milestone in this programme, and will bring new skills and opportunities to 

its students, and in the future to many more young people in East Africa.”
VMWare acknowledges the diiculty that some academic institutions have in ensuring all graduates are able to secure a foothold in the job market. Part of the problem is that students are required to have hands-on practical experience with speciic platforms in order to secure employment.

Although there is no formal recruitment component to the Virtualise Africa programme, it does enable students to gain this practical experience. VMWare has noted the growth of the cloud services market in Africa, particularly in regions like Kenya, and believes its experience and positioning as a cloud provider will help develop skills and make these available to the market.

handled by Tanzania Revenue Authority.
Speaking at the meeting, a con-sultant called Professor Lusato  Kurwijila said the country has massive potential to develop the dairy industry into a world class establishment capable of domi-nating the region. Prof Kurwijila said with only about 3 percent of more than 2.4 million tons of milk produced in the country being processed, growth poten-tial is massive.

“I call upon the government to enact a Business Facilitation Act 

that will amend the various laws and regulations that impede on the ease of doing business in the country,” Prof Kurwijila advised pointing out that authorities in Dodoma should adopt a similar law as Mauritius which is one of the most favourable investment jurisdictions in Africa.
He said it takes between ive to 54 days to process projects at diferent levels with several gov-ernment agencies which some-times can reach between a year and two for an investor to access land to establish a dairy farm.synergy 

VMWare, Strathmore University partner in enriching digital skills pool for Africa 
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“There is a lot of gold 
in Tanzania and the 
plant will help refine 
most of it and we 
are prepared for the 
challenge ahead,” 
he said, noting that 
his work from April 
this year when the 
company was issued 
with   a licence to 
build the plant and 
refine gold, is a clear 
indication that the 
company is on the 
right track.

TURN TO PAGE 2

Gold refinery to open in October

 By Guardian Reporter

 PRESIDENT John Magufuli yesterday 
ordered national security organs to protect 
forensic and chemical technicians at the 
Government Chemist Laboratory 
Authority (GCLA) who examine exhibits in 
high-profile cases.

 Speaking during a visit to GCLA offices 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday, Dr Magufuli  
directed that the office which authenticates 
exhibits of seized narcotic drugs and 
other contrabands and reports used by 
prosecution in courts, be empowered to 
work independently without interference. 

 “I know that previously you used to 
analyze exhibits but your reports were 
being blocked because you had no powers. 

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

T
ANZANIA is set to export fully 
refined gold in two months time 
upon completion of the first gold 
refinery plant now under con-

struction in Dodoma city.
Currently, gold in the country is refined to 

70 or up to 85 percent but with the coming of 
refineries, one in Dodoma and another in the 
Lake zone, the industrial mineral will now be 
refined up to 99.9 percent.

The Minister for Minerals, Doto Biteko who 
toured the prospective plant yesterday said 
that once operations begin, the country will 
be able to establish a national gold reserve as 
called for in the Mining Act.

The reserve will also enable the Bank of 

Tanzania (BoT) to purchase and store gold 
following President John Magufuli’s directive 
mid-2017.

“The time has come for Tanzanians to start 
selling refined gold once the plants start op-
erating and when the other plant in the Lake 
Zone start too,” he said, noting that history 
will be written and in the future, the country 
will have lots of gold in reserve just like some 
developed countries.

At the plant, he was briefed that the con-
struction of the refinery has reached 70 
percent and that the remaining work will be 
completed by October at the latest.

Once the refinery starts work, the gov-
ernment’s six percent royalty in gold will 
be charged in different forms whereby two 
thirds of the six percent will be in monetary 
form and the other third in gold, which will 
later be refined and taken to the reserve.

Ferenc Molnar, the managing director for 
Eyes Of Afria Limited, the company installing 
the plant, said while briefing the minister that 
the work is scheduled to end late September.

From the start, the plant will be able to pro-
cess at least 30 kilograms per day but this will 
increase to one tonne  per day by late next 
year

“There is a lot of gold in Tanzania and the 
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Protect Govt Chemist staff, 
JPM orders security organs 
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The reserve will also enable 
the Bank of Tanzania (BoT) 
to purchase and store gold 
following President John 
Magufuli’s directive mid-
2017

 By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

AN assistant information director was 
yesterday arraigned at the Kisutu Resident 
Magistrate’s court, charged with 50 counts of 
abuse of office including fraud and forgery.

The prosecution led by State Attorney 
Pascal Magabe told Resident Magistrate Vicky 
Mwaikambo that Esther Liwa used her office 
to defraud her employer by forging inflated 
expenditure documents and pocketing the 
monies running into millions in the period of 
March 11 to June 30, 2015.

Magabe said for the first to 16 counts, the 
official fraudulently forged a document titled 
‘accommodation allowance’ to 16 district 
officers where she said they had been paid 
32,500/- as sitting allowance for youth training 

held in Singida region.
From the 17th to 20th counts, the accused 

person is said to have forged inflated payment 
for media allowance, where she said that Festo 
Sanga a journalist of Standard FM radio station 
was paid one million and Emmanuel Michael 
paid 100,000/- for attending the training.

Liwa is also accused of forging an invoice for 
405,000/- which she said was used to purchase 
equipment for training. 

It is also alleged that on June 25, 2015 Liwa 
abused her office by forging a document to 
show that a total of 11m/- was spent during the 
youth training held in Singida.

The state attorney further alleged that the 
accused person from March 11 to June 30 
forged and committed fraud of 5.4m/- for the 
purpose of conducting the training in Singida 
region.

Liwa was also charged with other person 
identified as Johnansen Kaimukirwa, a driver 
in the ministry, who was charged with eight

Liwa is also accused of 
forging the invoice of 
405,000/- which she said 
is a used to  purchase the 
equipment for training from 
the shop. 

Ex-Information 
executive faces 
fifty counts of 
fraud, forgery

NIDA REGISTRATION CENTRE OVERWHELMED: The National Identification Authority (NIDA) centre in Dar es Salaam’s Kawe suburb is literally 
jammed with people waiting to register for national identity cards before the year-end ultimatum for the biometric re-registration of SIM-
cards, as found yesterday afternoon. Sources said that has been the scenario at the centre for weeks now, with many applicants returning 
home without being attended to for lack of supporting documents or simply because the authorities were overwhelmed by the number of 
people seeking attention. There was no immediate reaction from NIDA as to whether it would move to stem the tide by at least setting up more 
centres. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala 

Now you have powers, do your work,” a 
statement by the Directorate of Presidential 
Communications quoted the president as 
having affirmed.

The office which was established in 1895 
by German imperial authorities has since 
independence operated as a department 
in the Ministry of Health until 1999 when it 
changed to Government Chemist Laboratory 
Agency before becoming an authority in 2016 
when the Government Chemist Laboratory 
Authority Act stated operating.

During the visit, President Magufuli was 
shown state-of-the-art machines used in 

Ministry consults on toll-free 
agriculture information unit
 By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government is working 
with agriculture stakeholders 
to establish toll-free agro 
information centre to provide 
farmers all over the country with 
extension services via mobile 
phone. 

The initiative bringing together 
the Ministry of Agriculture, the 
Agriculture Non State Actors 
Forum (ANSAF) and mobile 
telephone service providers seeks 

to plug the shortage of extension 
officers, whose number stands at 

12,210. 
Speaking at a meeting with 

mobile phone stakeholders 
to discuss how to implement 
the project in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday, the Assistant Director, 
Extension Services and Research 
at the ministry, Dr Kisa Kajigili 
said currently, there were only 
8,323 out of 20,533 extension 
officers required. 

In her presentation on the role 
of ministry in the provision of 
extension services, she said that 

 The president 
applauded the good job 
being done by GCLA 
including analysis of 
narcotic drug exhibits 
and appearing in 
courts as prosecution 
witnesses

TURN TO PAGE 2

currently, Tanzania has 12,445 
villages in 4,247 wards across the 
country, to show the breadth of 
need for extension services to 
optimize production. 

The use of information 
technology system by mobile 
phones services was likely to 
bridge the gap in facilitating 
effective and efficient delivery 
of quality extension services, she 
said. 
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Hadija Saidi Mwema, Forensic Science and DNA Department manager with the Government Chemist Laboratory Authority, briefs President John Magufuli during the 
president’s visit to the GCLA laboratory in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House

Ministry consults on 
toll-free agriculture 
information section

Palestine’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Hamdi Abuali (R), briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on his government’s commitment to supporting Tanzania’s industrialisation agenda. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondents 
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The director said that since information about 
agriculture can reach farmers everywhere it is 
appropriate to use the device to offset the gap of 
extension officers. 

“Promoting the use of innovative ways (ICT mobile 
phones) to disseminate information to the farmers is 
crucial to increase productivity,” she said. 

“Apart from that, there is need to put in place an 
agriculture extension policy that stands alone instead 
of a small portion merged in agriculture policy as a 
whole,” she pointed out. 

Most countries in Africa do not have agriculture 
extension policy that stands, she said, insisting that 
Tanzanian farmers need to change and think of 
enhancing productivity.

The director hinted that the government was also 
planning to establish an information centre or desk 
that plays the role of sending necessary information to 
farmers.

Dr Kajigila affirmed that Tanzania was leading in the 
Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) for 
established farmers’ field schools (FFS) reaching 16,786 
in total. 

Since FSS were established, it has enhanced d 
productivity from 2.5 tonnes to 6.5  to seven tonnes of 
paddy per acre while maize yield increased from 1.8 
tonnes to four or five tonnes. 

On his part, ANSAF Secretary General Audax 
Rukonge (pictured) said the objective of the workshop 
was to enhance stakeholders’ relationships and 
understanding of current mobile phone –based 
solutions for agriculture extension services. 

The workshop focused on finding ways to lower 
costs, improve efficiency and effectiveness of mobile 
phone based agriculture extension services in order to 
improve the viability of creating sustainable business 
models.

Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) 
Naliendele researcher Happy Daudi said that at this 
juncture, there is no escape from deploying ICT to 
disseminate relevant information to farmers as it has 
been showed to be successful.

Citing the pilot project implemented in some 
districts in Mtwara region, she said the use of ICT had 
enabled farmers in the southern region to get relevant 
information about markets and proper seeds.

Mobile phone information had enabled farmers 
them to timely access agricultural experts about animal 
crop growing or animal keeping.

Patrick Klao, managing director for Esoko Network 
Tanzania Ltd expressed similar sentiments, saying 
that lack of access to quality information for farmers 
is a big challenge. “We need to strengthen ways of 
disseminating information to the farmers to offset the 
gap and increase productivity,” he emphasized. 

Gold refinery to open in October
plant will help refine most of it 

and we are prepared for the chal-
lenge ahead,” he said, noting that 
his work from April this year when 
the company was issued with   a li-
cence to build the plant and refine 
gold, is a clear indication that the 
company is on the right track.

Dodoma Regional Commis-
sioner (RC) Benilith Mahenge said 
at the event that the refinery will 
help create employment for resi-
dents and also bring technology 
among stakeholders in the sector.

“I thank the government, espe-

cially the president for this bold 
step aimed at improving the min-
erals sector,” he said.

In July, the government said it 
had awarded licenses for the con-
struction of a minerals smelter 
and two gold refineries to Chinese 
firms, in efforts to generate more 
revenues from the mining indus-
try.

Biteko said the Chinese compa-
nies would also soon be awarded 
licenses for mines, each of which 
would require investment worth 
more than $100 million.

He did not name the firms or 
give details about the mining or 

other projects, an interesting deci-
sion as Tanzania is Africa’s fourth-
biggest gold producer after South 
Africa, Ghana and Mali.

The government banned the 
export of mineral sand in March 
2017, a concentrate that contains 
silver, copper, gold and other min-
erals hitherto unaccounted for, 
a key aspect in a $190 billion tax 
dispute with Acacia Mining, the 
major gold producer locally.

The government invited bids 
from mining firms to build smelt-
ers and refineries, although the 
Tanzania Chamber of Mines has 
said such projects would not be 

economical.
Biteko said 37 Chinese compa-

nies had expressed interest.
“After carefully assessing the fi-

nancial capability and history of 
those companies, we have issued 
licenses for the construction of 
two gold refineries and a smelter,” 
he said.

“We will also soon award special 
mining licenses to two companies 
to build large-scale mines whose 
individual investment is above 
$100 million,” he stated.

The minister was speaking in a 
State House during which a Ken-
yan government delegation hand-

ed back 35kg of gold and a pile of 
currencies it intercepted after the 
valuables were smuggled out of 
Tanzania.

The government has set up 28 
mineral trading centers since 
March to ensure that gemstones 
are sold locally and proper rev-
enue is collected especially from 
small-scale miners.

Gold worth a total of 136.7 bil-
lion/- has been traded through the 
new auction centers since March 
and the government has collected 
7.7 billion shillings royalty and 
clearance fees. 

Ex-Information 
executive faces 
fifty counts of 
fraud, forgery

counts including forgery and fraud to purposely 
defraud his employer.

Another state attorney Joseph Kiula said that 
Liwa the accused person forged a document to 
show that 18 people attended a youth facilitation 
seminar in Ruvuma and 17 out of them were paid 
32,500/- while the one was paid 65,000/-.

She also allegedly forged an office document to 
show that a journalist from TBC, Hamza Mashore 
was paid 750,000/- as allowances for preparation 
of media work and DVDs.

It was alleged that in September 23, 2015 Liwa, 
while in the office abused the office and forged a 
document to show to his employer that she spent 
total of 10.3m/- for the training.

Kaimukirwa was charged with forging receipts 
of three filling stations including three receipts of 
Gapco, two from Oil Com and three from Oryx Gas 
to show that the first accused bought fuel during 
the training in Ruvuma district.

It is alleged that in 2015 while serving the office 
as a driver, he issued false documents showing 
the cost for transport to and from the training as 
2.1m/-, including fuel and other costs.

Both accused persons denied all the charges, and 
the prosecution told the court that investigation 
for the case is still ongoing.

The court under the Resident Magistrate Janeth 
Mtega ordered each accused persons to submit 
the surety from a recognized institution to sign a 
bond of 10m/- and to attend to court in the date 
given.

Both the accused persons met the condition for 
bail and the case was adjourned up to September 
3.
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forensic and chemical analysis. He 
commended the office for a good job 
done in the DNA analysis relating to 
recent tragedies including victims of 
the oil tanker explosion  in Morogoro, 
the statement said. 

“The president applauded the 
good job being done by GCLA 
including analysis of narcotic drug 
exhibits and appearing in courts as 
prosecution witnesses,” he said. 

 The government decided to 
empower GCLA by purchasing 
modern equipment, employing 
more staff and elevating its status 
to an authority after realizing the 
important role it plays in DNA 
analysis and the pursuit of justice, 
among others.

He directed the GCLA board 
chairperson, Prof Ester Jason and 
Chief Government Chemist Dr 
Fidelice Mafumiko to oversee the 
proper use of huge sums of money 
released by the government for 
equipment and chemicals.

 Speaking earlier, Dr Mafumiko 
thanked the government for 
releasing 5.338bn/- which has been 
used to buy equipment and hiring 
additional staff, leading to the 
increase of manpower from 110 to 
294.

He said for four years now from 
2015, a total of 204,974 samples have 
been analyzed, an average of 51,244 
sample per year—an increase of 510 
per cent compared to records of 
previous years.  

Court appearances have also 
increased from 35 per month in 2015 
to 220 in 2019, the statement added.  

Protect Govt Chemist staff, JPM orders security organs

 KIGALI

RWANDA sold 15,132 moun-
tain gorilla permits worth 
19.2 million U.S. dollars to 
tourists in 2018, higher than 
15 million dollars sold in 2016 
before Rwanda increased the 
permits price from 750 dol-
lars to 1,500 dollars in 2017, 
an official from Rwanda De-

velopment Board said yes-
terday in Kigali, capital city 
of Rwanda. ΩThe country 
has registered an increase in 
demand for the tracking per-
mits of the endangered spe-
cies, said Belise Kariza, chief 
tourism officer of RDB, while 
addressing reporters about 
the upcoming annual baby 
gorilla naming ceremony 

commonly known as Kwita 
Izina. At least 25 baby gorillas 
born late last year and this 
year will be given names in 
the 15th Kwita Izina ceremo-
ny held in Musanze district, 
northern Rwanda, on Sep-
tember 6, she said.

British supermodel Naomi 
Elaine Campbell, American 
singer Shaffer Chimere Smith 

popularly known as Ne-Yo, 
former Dutch football man-
ager and player Louis van 
Gaal, and former English 
Premier League Arsenal FC 
captain Tony Alexander Ad-
ams are among those who 
will participate in this year’s 
event, she added.

Last year, Rwanda hosted 
1.711 million visitors, repre-

senting an increase of 8 per-
cent compared to in 2017 
due to efforts made by the 
government to promote 
Rwanda as a tourist destina-
tion in Africa, the official said. 
The national parks revenues 
reached over 20 million dol-
lars in 2018, up from over 18 
million U.S dollars recorded 
the previous year, said Ka-

riza. Mountain gorillas are 
an endangered species with 
an estimated over 1,000 re-
maining in the world. They 
live in the Bwindi Impenetra-
ble National Park in Uganda 
and the Virunga Mountains, 
a range of extinct volcanoes 
that border the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Rwanda 
and Uganda.

FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

Rwanda earns USD 19.2m from mountain gorilla tracking permits
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Call made to Tanzanians  
to visit Kalambo reserve

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Rukwa

THE Tanzania Forest Ser-
vice (TFS) board chairman 
Brigadier General Mbaraka 
Mkeremy has encouraged 
Tanzanians to visit the Kal-
ambo Forest Reserve to 
witness and learn various 
attractions including the 
waterfalls available in the 
bloc.

The Kalambo Falls on the 
Kalambo River is a 772-foot 
single-drop waterfall on the 
border of Zambia and Tan-
zania at the southeast end 
of Lake Tanganyika. The 
falls are some of the tallest 
uninterrupted falls in Af-
rica.

Speaking during his visit 
to the reserve, Mkeremy 
said Kalambo Falls are one 
of the most attractive tour-
ist attractions that should 
be promoted and heavily 
invested in a bid to attract 
many local and foreign visi-
tors from around the world.

According to him, the 
government’s decision to 
upgrade the forest to be-
come a reserve was aimed 
to make sure that the water-
falls are preserved for pre-
sent and future generations 
but also promote tourism.

He said that the govern-
ment will continue super-
vising well the resources 
available in forests for the 
country sustainable devel-
opment.

According to him, au-
thorities of late been busy 
strategizing to improve 
and put all necessary infra-
structures in the waterfalls 
located in Kapozwa village 
on the border between Tan-
zania and Zambia so as to 
attract more tourists inside 
and outside the country.

“I encourage the locals 

here and others across the 
country to come and wit-
ness the World heritage site 
as announced by the United 
Nations Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organisa-
tion (UNESCO),” he said.

Mkeremy commended 
TFS for putting up key infra-
structures including build-
ing stairs which goes down 
to waterfalls with wonder-
ful viewpoints.

For his part, TFS Chief 
Executive Officer Prof Dos 
Santos Silayo TFS has set 
strategies to make sure 
that forests inject more rev-
enues through tourism and 
selling of forest products.

“We are well prepared to 
market well all the attrac-
tions available in the forest 
sector to stimulate tourism 
growth in the country,” he 
said.

The Kalambo Falls are 
among some of the tallest 
uninterrupted falls in Africa 
namely South Africa’s Tuge-
la Falls, Ethiopia’s Jin Bahir 
Falls and others.

Downstream of the falls is 
the Kalambo Gorge, which 
has a width of about 1 km 
and a depth of up to 300 
m, running for about 5 km 
before opening out into the 
Lake Tanganyika rift valley.

Kalambo Falls is also con-
sidered one of the most 
important archaeological 
sites in Africa, with occupa-
tion spanning over 250,000 
years.

A police detective (R) escorts Esta Liwa, a former assistant director in the Information, Culture, Arts and Sports ministry, 

to the Kisutu Resident Magistrate’s Court in Dar es Salaam yesterday. The latter faces 22 counts, including forgery. Photo: 

Correspondent Miraji Msala

We are well 
prepared to 
market well all 
the attractions 
available in the 
forest sector

By Special Correspondent, Brazzaville

THE 47 Member States of the World Health Organiza-
tion’s (WHO) African Region nominated Dr Matshidiso 
Moeti to serve a second five-year term as Regional Director 
for Africa.

The nomination took place today during the 69th ses-
sion of the WHO Regional Committee for Africa, which is 
the governing mechanism involving health minister from 
all Member States. 

Dr Moeti’s candidacy was endorsed by the African Union 
Executive Council earlier this year.

Her nomination will be ratified by the 146th WHO Execu-
tive Board at its January 2020 session. If ratified, her sec-
ond term will begin 1 March 2020.

“I am very honoured to be nominated for a second term 
as Regional Director for Africa,” said Dr Moeti. “During the 
past five years, I have worked to transform the WHO Sec-
retariat so that we better respond to the health needs of 
millions of Africans. 

This nomination is an endorsement of the many achieve-
ments we have reached together with health ministries. I 
intend for us to scale more mountains together over the 
next five years.” During her first term, Africa made signifi-
cant advances in health. When Dr Moeti was elected in 2015, 
the region was in the throes of the West African Ebola out-
break. 

Through the concerted efforts of WHO, governments and 
partners, the three affected countries – Guinea, Liberia and Si-
erra Leone – ended the outbreak by December of that year.  A 
WHO Health Emergencies Programme was launched in 2016. 
In 2018, WHO and partners supported emergency responses 
to more than 160 public health events in more than 40 coun-
tries.

“The WHO Secretariat is now better organized, resourced 
and equipped to support Member States to detect and rap-
idly respond to epidemics and ensure health security in the 
region,” said Dr Moeti.

The regional universal health coverage flagship programme 
was launched in 2017 to promote concrete country actions to 
ensure that everyone can access the care they need without 
financial hardship. By December 2018, 40 Member States had 
comprehensive national health policies and plans jointly as-
sessed with partners and in line with national development 
plans.

 In her acceptance remarks, Dr Moeti pledged her contin-
ued commitment to transforming the WHO Secretariat as it 
works with countries in tackling the health challenges facing 
the region. Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, WHO Direc-
tor-General, congratulated Dr Moeti on her re-nomination.

JOHANNESBURG

THE Pan South African Language 
Board (PanSALB) on Tuesday welcomed 
the declaration by the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) to 
adopt Kiswahili as its fourth official lan-
guage of communication.

PanSALB, an organization established 
by the parliament to promote multilin-
gualism, said Kiswahili becomes the first 
indigenous language to be used by the 
bloc as an official language at inter-state 
level.

“This milestone achievement towards 
recognition and elevation of indigenous 
African languages across the SADC re-
gion forms part of the greater effort in 
ensuring development, usage and intel-
lectualization of our heritage languages,” 
said the chairperson of the board David 
Maahlamela.

He said Kiswahili is an impeccable 
point of departure in safeguarding inte-
grative multilingualism inclusive of indig-

S. Africa welcomes SADC adoption 
of Kiswahili as its working language

enous languages.
Maahlamela pointed out that Kiswahili 

is one of the African Union’s official lan-
guages and the official language of Kenya, 
Tanzania and Rwanda with over 100 mil-
lion speakers. He believed the language 
will help unite and integrate the region.

“PanSALB’s vision for language plan-
ning stems on intellectualization of indig-
enous languages on four spheres, that is, 

provincial, national, regional and conti-
nental level. Kiswahili is inevitably well-
positioned to integrate the SADC region 
thus we fully support this long overdue 
resolution,” he said.

SADC last week adopted Kiswahili as 
one of its languages at the the SADC 39th 
heads of summit in Tanzania. Other SADC 
official languages are English, Portuguese 
and French.

South African physician 
nominated for a second 
term as WHO’s director 
managing Africa Region
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AKM Glitters Co. Ltd marketing manager Dofrian John (L) speaks at a seminar held in Dodoma yesterday for poultry breeders and the firm’s agents from Dodoma, Katavi, Kigoma, Sin-

gida and Tabora regions. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph

KAMPALA

SECURITY teams from 
Uganda and the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
have agreed to carry out 
joint operations on Lake 
Albert in a bid to stop mili-
tiamen from attacking fish-
ermen.

Shuaib Toko, Resident 
District Commissioner for 
Pakwach, said yesterday 
that representatives from 
the Ugandan army, police 
and immigration met a se-
curity team from the Con-
golese territory of Mahagi 
on Monday. The meeting 
took place in Pakwach in 
northwestern Uganda.

“The meeting followed 
the arrest of Congolese 
militiamen who are still in 
Ugandan police custody. 
During the meeting, we 
agreed that security opera-
tions be suspended for now 
and where necessary, they 
should be carried out joint-
ly,” Toko said.

He said the decision was 
reached following reports 
that Congolese militiamen 
who claimed to be govern-

ment operatives robbed 
Ugandan fishermen.

“We need to ensure that 
our citizens are not being 
harassed. If there is any il-
legal activity on the waters, 
we shall tackle it jointly,” 
Toko added.

He said the teams also 
agreed to restrain their 
countrymen from attacking 
citizens of other countries 
and that regular cross-bor-
der meetings would be held 
to share intelligence infor-
mation.

Nine Congolese mili-
tiamen were arrested by 
Ugandan security on Satur-
day following an outcry by 
Ugandan fishermen.

The militia are said to 
have confiscated boat en-
gines and fishing nets from 
the Ugandan fishermen and 
later asked for ransom of 
about 200 U.S. dollars per 
person.

Toko said the meeting 
also agreed that all sto-
len items, including boat 
engines and fishing nets, 
should be returned to their 
owners by the militiamen.

Ugandan, Congolese 
security forces agree 
on joint operations in 
Lake Albert waters

WHO: Make pandemic preparedness in Africa affordable
By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

THE World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) has asked African 
countries to make ‘pandemic 
preparedness’ more affordable 
for people on the continent in a 
new strategy document.

Pandemic preparedness in Af-
rica is estimated to cost $2.5 – 3.5 
per person annually according 
to the Regional Strategy for Inte-

grated Disease Surveillance And 
Response (IDSR strategy), pre-
pared by the WHO.

A pandemic is an epidemic 
(an outbreak of an infectious dis-
ease) that spreads worldwide or 
at least across a large region.

Preparedness for pandemics 
refers to health and non-health 
interventions, capabilities, and 
capacities at the levels of com-
munity, country, regional, and 

global levels.
Their purpose is to prevent, 

detect, contain and respond to 
the spread of disease and other 
hazards, mitigating social disrup-
tions and limiting risks to inter-
national travel and trade.

Pandemics can be very disrup-
tive. Even a moderately severe 
pandemic could have a potential 
global economic impact of $500 
billion, or 0.6 per cent of global 

income.  In contrast, the cost of 
adequately preparing for a global 
pandemic is estimated at $4.5 bil-
lion, or less than $1 per person 
per year.  Unfortunately, accord-
ing to the WHO, most countries 
are grossly underprepared for 
— and underinvested in — infra-
structure designed to mitigate a 
pandemic crisis. 

Which also means that the 
pandemic preparedness per per-

son per year in Africa is expen-
sive rather than affordable.

That is why, investing in pan-
demic preparedness is an af-
fordable public health good for 
Africa, said the IDSR strategy 
document.

The document, which has 
been accessed by Down to Earth 
will be presented to the Regional 
Committee For Africa for review 
at the five days-long WHO African 

regional meeting which begins 
on August 19, 2019, in Brazzaville, 
the Republic of Congo.  

All of the 47 member states 
within the WHO’s African Re-
gion are at risk of health security 
threats. Infectious diseases ac-
count for 80 per cent of over 100 
public health emergencies re-
ported annually by these states.  
Emerging and re-emerging path-
ogens are of particular concern.

For example, the recent out-
break of Ebola in the eastern part 
of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) killed 1,808 people 
out of 2,765 confirmed cases. 

This outbreak of Ebola, which 
started in August last year, is the 
second largest in history. Along 
with Ebola, Measles too has killed 
2,758 people in the DRC since 
January, more than the Ebola 
epidemic in a year.  

By Guardian Reporter

VODACOM Tanzania Foundation 
(VTF) has signed a grant agreement 
with the World Wide Fund for Nature 
to provide 303m/- that will go to-
wards the ‘Greening Dodoma project’ 
that is championed by the Vice Presi-
dent’s Office and supported by WWF. 

The signing ceremony was held to-
day at the WWF head offices in Dar 
es Salaam and witnessed by Environ-
mental Officer from Vice President’s 
Office Union and Environment Dr 
Thomas Bwana who represented the 
Deputy permanent Secretary Ambas-
sador Joseph Sokoine.

Speaking at the ceremony, Dr Bwa-
na, applauded Vodacom Tanzania 
Foundation and World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) initiative to address 
climate change in Tanzania. He fur-
ther noted that he is pleased to see 
corporates and NGO’s partnering to 
work towards achieving SDG 13 on 
climate Action. 

“With 80 per cent of the popula-
tion dependent on environmental 
and natural resources for income 
generation, the protection of natural 
resources becomes a critical success 
factor in our nation’s planned eco-
nomic development. 

The government has put in place 
concerted efforts to address the ef-
fects of climate change in Tanzania 
and ensure that communities adapt 
to climate change thus we applaud 
this partnership and encourage 
more,” he said. 

Dr Bwana added that the govern-
ment plans to plant 280 million trees 
every year to support the national 
tree planting and management initia-
tives of making the country green.

For her part, Vodacom Tanza-
nia Foundation Director, Rosalynn 
Mworia said they are excited about 
the new project which is a result of 
the Foundation’s new strategic plan 
2019/21. 

Advocating for the promotion of 
climate action for a sustainable en-

vironment is one of the foundation’s 
pillars in the new strategy. 

“As a purpose led organisation our 
vision is to connect for better mean-
ing through our work, we hope to 
create a digital society, focusing on 
social inclusion and working for 
the planet by halving our environ-
mental impact. This project aims to 
green Dodoma but also we hope for 
increased number of climate action/
climate smart activities as a result of 
awareness and social mobilisation,” 
said Mworia.

Speaking on the partnership, WWF 
Tanzania Country Director, Dr Amani 
Ngusaru said the fund will be directed 
towards supporting the government’s 
efforts towards Greening Dodoma’ 
that expects to plant 100,000 trees in 
the first year and create one garden 
in the country’s capital city as well as 
increase awareness and social mobi-
lisation for eco-friendly programmes 
through training women and youth 
groups on the production and use of 
alternative to plastic bag carriers and 
waste management as economic em-
powerment activities.

“We are committed to developing 
meaningful and sustainable projects 
addressing environmental and social 
challenges in Tanzania. We thank Vo-
dacom Tanzania Foundation for ex-
tending a helping hand in achieving 
our initiatives. 

The effects of climate change are 
visible across the country, hence res-
toration of ecosystems and natural 
resources protection is critical in the 
mitigation of the devastating impacts 
on livelihoods and effective execu-
tion of this project will be a major 
milestone in tackling these challeng-
es,” added Dr Ngusaru. 

The project dubbed “living in har-
mony with nature” kicks off in Sep-
tember 2019 in Dodoma and will be 
implemented in collaboration with 
the Vice president’s Office (environ-
ment), The Dodoma City Council 
and Tanzania Forest Services Agency 
(TFS).

NAIROBI

KENYA should harness 
capital, technologies and 
manpower from the private 
sector to hasten attainment 
of sustainable development 
goals (SDGs), a UN official said 
yesterday.

Siddharth Chatterjee, UN 
Development Programme 
(UNDP) Resident Representa-
tive in Kenya said the govern-
ment should partner with 
businesses to scale up invest-
ments that advance inclusive 

and green growth.
“The private sector in Ken-

ya can tap into investment op-
portunities that sustainable 
development goals provide 
especially in areas like health-
care, education, affordable 
housing and food security,” 
said Chatterjee.

He spoke at a forum on the 
role of businesses in the pro-
motion of UN 2030 goals or-
ganized by Kenya’s telecom-
munications firm, Safaricom 
ahead of launch of its annual 
sustainability report later in 

the week.
Chatterjee said that a con-

ducive policy and regulatory 
environment is a prerequisite 
to facilitate private sector in-
vestments in sectors that pro-
mote equitable growth and 
environmental sustainability.

“Both large and medium-
sized enterprises can chan-
nel investments in maternal 
health, clean water, shelter 
and climate resilient farming. 
Such investments will have 
positive economic and social 
impacts,” said Chatterjee.

He said that universal 
health coverage that is part 
of Kenya’s four development 
blue prints present myriad in-
vestment opportunities to the 
private sector.

“We require businesses to 
invest in technologies and in-
novations that seek to expand 
coverage to both preventive 
and curative healthcare in ru-
ral areas,” said Chatterjee.

He urged businesses to be 
at the forefront of climate 
response in Kenya through 
investments in green energy 

solutions like solar and wind.
Sanda Ojiambo, head of 

corporate responsibility at 
Safaricom said that Kenyan 
listed companies have em-
braced sustainable practices 
given their financial and repu-
tational benefits.

“We are convinced that 
long-term sustainability of 
our business is dependent on 
adoption of practices that pro-
mote environmental health, 
gender parity, diversity and 
innovations,” said Ojiambo.

Journey towards  the greening of 
Dodoma’ gets 303m/- boost from 
Vodacom Tanzania Foundation

Private sector key to success on sustainability agenda, says UN

Home Affairs ministry permanent secretary Major General Jacob Kingu briefs members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and 

Security in Dodoma yesterday tables a statement on the state of security in the country before. Right is Home Affairs deputy minister Hamad Masauni. Photo: 

Home Affairs ministry
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By Guardian Reporter

 A NEW report has unveiled that Denmark’s support over 
the years has made a real impact in Tanzania, particularly in 
regards to local farmers gaining access to loans and credit – 
via the private agricultural sector support (PASS).

“PASS is both relevant and additional as a financial instru-
ment within the agriculture sector of Tanzania. It currently 
serves about 166,000 end-clients (farmers), and hereby an 
estimated 940,000 household members, mainly by provid-
ing a guarantee to their bank,” the report said.

 “Since its incorporation, PASS has been and remains both 
relevant and additional. PASS operations contribute to the 
goals of the government of Tanzania in economic develop-
ment as well as those of the government of Denmark.”

However, the report also found that for PASS to become 
redundant – which is the ultimate goal of PASS – commercial 
financial institutions are required to step up and replace it.

Alas, Tanzania’s traditional banks and credit institutions 
remain conservative when it comes to supporting agricul-
ture, which they associate with unpredictable risks such as 
disease and drought.

And that’s a problem in Tanzania, where 70 percent of the 
population are sustained through agriculture, but where the 
sector only accounts for 30 percent of the country’s GDP. 
Poor access to loans and credit is one of the biggest hurdles 
facing a transition of the sector towards more growth and a 
poverty reduction.

One of the recommendations of the report is for PASS to 
significantly improve its ability to collect and treat data – a 
digitalisation of the collection and processing needs to be 
ushered in.

Since 2000, Denmark has dedicated 326 million kroner in 
aid to PASS in Tanzania. The current aid phase is scheduled 
to expire this year and a new phase is being planned from 
2020.

 PASS is established to stimulate growth and investment in 
the agricultural and Agro-Business in Tanzania. 

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania National Blood 
Transfusion Services (NBTS) 
Eastern Zone has sent a special 
thank-you to donors who volun-
teered to donate blood for sur-
vivors of the recently oil tanker 
explosion in Morogoro Region, 
highlighting the importance 
of their gesture and encourage 
them to donate more.

Inspired by the positive re-
sponse from Dar es Salaam 
residents who volunteered in 
good number to support the 
recently ended three day blood 
donation drive held at Mbagala 
Bus Terminal in Dar es Salaam, 
Blood Donor Recruiter with the 
NBTS Eastern Zone, Mariam 
Juma said at least 155 units were 
collected and lives could poten-
tially be saved.

 “We received remarkable 

support from the permanent 
residents and visitors alike. Of 
those, many were first-time 
donors.” she noted during her 
wind up interview on the three-
day successful initiative.

The three-day initiative at the 
busy area in the City was organ-
ised by the NBTS in partnership 
with Exim Bank Tanzania. A 
special thank-you to the donors 
comprised of both community 
members and the bank’s staff 
who took the time to support 
the noble deed.

Applauding the bank’s dedi-
cation towards blood donation 
drive, Juma urged the bank to 
continue being the country’s 
blood ambassador and inspire 
many more institutions and in-
dividuals to join the live saving 
mission. 

She said a constant supply of 
donors is necessary to ensure 

the blood bank has blood every 
day. “Blood is a lifesaving prod-
uct. We encourage people to do-
nate blood as frequently as they 
can,” she added.

Immediately after the im-
mense tragedy in Morogoro 
region last weekend, blood do-
nation was the most important 
thing to be done by Tanzanians 
as most burn patients require 
replacement of most blood and 
water lost during wound dress-
ing services. Community mem-
bers from Morogoro, Dar es 
Salaam and other parts of the 
country brought hope by show-
ing up in masses to lend an arm.

Apart from the Mbagala 
blood donation initiative by 
the two entities, many people 
have kept on donating blood 
at Muhimbili National Hospi-
tal (MNH), more is still needed 
though.

NBTS praises blood donors, 
encourages more donations

CCBRT chief executive officer Brenda Msangi (2nd-R) and 

Equinor Tanzania representative Dr Mette Halvorsen 

Ottoy (3rd-L) with Lindi regional commissioner Godfrey 

Zambi (3rd-R) in Lindi municipality yesterday shortly 

after the launch of a two-year obstetric fistula treatment 

programme in Lindi Region funded by Equinor Tanzania. 

Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Danish makes support 
difference in Tanzania

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

AN Association of Commuter Bus Drivers and Con-
ductors in Morogoro has donated 500,000/- and 
blood bottles 70 to the victims of fuel tanker fire 
tragedy.

Association’s chairman Hemed Shabaan handed 
over the donation to the Morogoro regional secretary 
(RAS) Noel Kazimoto.

“Soon after the tragedy, group members mobilised 
themselves and donated 70 bottles of blood and 
500,000/- cash to assist the victims who are nursing 
wounds at the Morogoro Regional Hospital,” he said.

The association is made up of commuter bus driv-
ers and conductors plying between Kihonda and Mo-
rogoro town, Mzumbe and Morogoro town, Mazim-
bu and Morogoro town, Bigwa and Morogoro town, 
Doma and Morogoro town, and Mzinga and Morogoro 
town 

For his part, Kazimoto commended the association 
for their donations, calling other associations to em-
ulate the drivers and drivers union of assisting the 
needy.

“As government, we’re very happy to receive your 
support and I can assure you that we’ll continue 
working together in different aspects,” he said.

Regional Medical Officer (RMO) Dr Rita Lyamuya 
also thanked a group, saying that the remaining 16 
fire victims were responding well to treatment.

The death toll for the fuel tanker fire accident has 
reached 98.

Commiter bus drivers, 

conductors donate cash 

to victims of Moro fire
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Due to the fact that 
construction area 
is one of the fastest 
growing sectors in the 
country, therefore the 
training will facilitate 
staffs to easily iden-
tify the key area for 

Dar es Salaam regional commissioner Paul Makonda addresses journalists in the city yesterday, chiefly to congratulate President Dr John Pombe Magufuli on his 

assumption of the Southern African Development Community 

By Aisia Rweyemamu

THE Institute of Tax Administration 
(ITA) in collaboration with the Japan 
International Cooperation Agency 
( JICA) has conducted five day training 
for TRA staff  on how to effectively col-
lect tax in the construction sector.

“The training will ensure availability 
of a good number of experts for tax 
collection in the construction sector”,   
said the Deputy Rector of ITA, Dr. Lew-
is Ishemoi, when opening the training 
on behalf of the college rector.

The rector added that, the training 
will build capacity to TRA staff  who 
expected to acquire professional ex-
perience from Japanese experts.

Dr Ishemoi has also thanked the 
Japanese government through JICA 
for funding the training and various 
other projects in building capacity for 
TRA staff .

Earlier,  Emmanuel Masalu of ITA, , 
said that, the goal of the training is to 
help staffs to understand the entire 
system of  the construction sector, as 
well as the key activities in the indus-
try, to understand the chain value and  
identifying  key stakeholders in con-
struction activities.

“Due to the fact that construction 
area is one of the fastest growing sec-
tors in the country, therefore the train-
ing will facilitate staffs to easily identi-

fy the key area for tax collection from 
the sector”, Masalu said.

Adding that, the trainee will also of-
fer better understanding of interna-
tional taxes and then come up with  
new skills to collect international taxes 
due to the existence of many projects 
in the country that are run by multina-
tional companies such as construction 
companies from China and Turkey.

Masalu said, along with the training, 
participants will also gain experience 
in the tax collection from Japanese 
trainers a country that has made great 
strides in the construction industry.

The training is a continuation of TRA 
staff  training in tax collection from 
the fast-growing sectors of construc-
tion, communications, oil and gas.

The five day training taking place at 
ITA, involves TRA staff  from various   
regions in the country.

ITA and JICA conduct
seminar for TRA staff 

Afrobarometer: Climate change literacy still low in Africa
By Guardian Reporter

DESPITE the fact that Africa 
bears the brunt when it comes 
to erratic global weather pat-
terns, many people are still un-
familiar with the climate change 
phenomenon, a new survey re-
veals.

The recent havoc caused by 
tropical cyclone Idai which 
struck the southern African 
countries of Mozambique, Zim-
babwe and Malawi is a grim re-
minder that Africa remains the 

most vulnerable continent as far 
as climate change mitigation is 
concerned.

A new survey released by 
Afrobarometer paints a bleak 
picture of how agriculture con-
ditions are worsening due to de-
layed rainfall, decreasing qual-
ity of life and most surprising 
of all, little or no knowledge at 
all about the impact of climate 
change. 

The research discovered that 
out of the 34 African countries 
surveyed, respondents in 30 

countries said agricultural pro-
duction had greatly declined as 
a result of drought over the past 
decade.

“Farmers in Uganda have been 
waiting endlessly for rain, and  
South Africahas experienced ex-
cessive flooding,” Gugu Nonjin-
ge, Afrobarometer Communica-
tions Coordinator for Southern 
Africa, told DW. “These [unusual 
weather patterns] shows long 
term changes in temperatures 
that ultimately affect rainfall 
patterns and the ability for Af-

rica as a whole to produce food.”
In the survey, ‘climate change 

literacy’ was described as the 
perception that the respondent 
knows about climate change, he 
or she links it to negative chang-
ing weather patterns and recog-
nizes that human activity plays a 
huge role in climate change due 
to greenhouse emission.

Whereas 58% of Africans said 
they had heard about climate 
change, four in ten admitted 
that they had never heard of the 
term before.

“Afrobarometer identified 
those working in agricultural 
sector in the rural areas, the 
poor, women and the less edu-
cated as those unaware about 
climate change,” Nonjinge said.

The majority who knew 
and understood what climate 
change is said changing weath-
er patters had made life worse 
in their respective countries. 
“Climate change is defining the 
development challenge of our 
time in Africa,” Afrobarometer’s 
spokesperson Nonjinge said.

“Our continent is the most vul-
nerable to the consequences of 
climate change.” Interestingly, 
the survey found out that key is-
sues such as water scarcity, food 
security and agriculture which 
were raised by those being inter-
viewed are directly connected 
to climate change.

Africa is a signatory to several 
international agreements such 
as the Kyoto Protocol and the 
2016 Paris Agreement on Cli-
mate Change. These global pacts 
seek to fight and reverse the ef-

fects of climate change.
The Afrobarometer survey on 

climate change recommends 
that African governments, poli-
cymakers and activists, to cre-
ate more awareness especially 
among those with little knowl-
edge about climate change. The 
report concludes that this will 
help build an informed popula-
tion that understands climate 
change threats and will support 
coordinated government and in-
ternational action.

By Correspondent Ibrahim Bakari

GERMAN  embassy in the 
country has contributed  over 
8m/- to the Tanga-based non 
government organization deal-
ing with development and edu-
cation (TADEME) to renovate 
the World War One (WWI) sol-
diers’ graveyard at Sakarani Park 

in Tanga city.
Popular known as Tanga Me-

morial Cemetery, the area was 
selected to bury remains of sol-
diers who fought for Germany’s 
side against British during the 
WWI. TADEME assistant chair-
man Ahmed Kea told this pa-
per that the renovation work 
will take around eight weeks 

for completion. According to 
him, the move is aimed to re-
instate memory of the soldiers 
who fought that first global war 
but also cement harmonic rela-
tionship between Germany and 
Tanga City due to the long estab-
lished history of the two sides.

He further noted that the reno-
vation of those graves is the part 

of the organization’s roles in im-
plementing development pro-
jects.

He added that; “officials from 
the embassy offices visited the 
graveyard and saw the possibility 
for the renovation because now 
the place is used by gangsters to  
planning crimes including steal-
ing the installed iron bars and 

demolition of tombs.”
He further called Tanga resi-

dents and others across the 
country to build a culture of visit-
ing the memorial graves as learn-
ing historical and cultural tour-
ism. History shows that at the 
outbreak of the First World War 
Tanzania was the core of German 
East Africa. From the invasion of 

April 1915, Commonwealth forces 
fought a protracted and difficult 
campaign against a relatively 
small but highly skilled German 
force under the command of 
General von Lettow-Vorbeck. 
When the Germans finally sur-
rendered on 23 November 1918, 
twelve days after the European 
armistice, their numbers had 

been reduced to 155 European 
and 1,168 African troops.

Tanga was eventually occu-
pied by a Commonwealth force 
almost without opposition on 7 
July 1916, and the bodies of 270 
officers and men who had been 
killed in the earlier attack were 
reburied in Tanga Memorial 
Cemetery.

NMB Bank northern zone manager Aikansia Muro   takes entrepreneurs through the basics of financial independence at a Business Club semi-

nar organised by the bank in Tanga city yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

SEATTLE

ENVIRONMENTAL health is the area of public 
health dedicated to disease prevention, harm 
and disability caused by interactions between 
the environment and people. 

In a single year, 23 percent of deaths worldwide 
are the result of preventable environmental fac-
tors such as exposure to hazardous substances in 
food, soil, water and air. 

The System of Rice Intensification (SRI) bene-
fits for environmental health can be found in rice 
farming; however, other crops are applicable to 
the principles and methodology as well.

SRI farming originated in Madagascar in the 
1980s. Initially rejected, SRI is now a commended 
alternative to traditional rice farming. The cen-
tral SRI principles include establishing  healthy 
plants early and quickly, reducing the density of 
plants, enriching  the soil with organic matter to 
improve it and reducing and controlling farmers’ 
use of water.

Henri de Lalanie, a Jesuit priest, noticed a 20 to 
200 percent increase in crop yield while using 50 
percent less water. He achieved this by reducing 
the number of seeds planted and using fertilizer 
composed of organic matter. Instead of flooding 
the rice plants, he alternated between keeping 
them wet and dry. 

Farmers in Africa, Cambodia, India, Nepal, the 
Philippines and Vietnam also reported large in-
creases in their yield.

The benefits of SRI have been shown in mul-
tiple countries.  These countries have seen an 
increase of 20 to100 percent rice production, up 
to 90 percent less required seed reduction and 
up to 50 percent less water usage. Having been 
described as a “scale-neutral” process, SRI holds 
the potential to capitalize on the basic biological 
processes varying by crop.

Other systems are System for Wheat Intensifi-

cation (SWI) in India, Mali and Ethiopia; Sustain-
able Sugarcane Initiative (SSI) in India; System 
of Ragi Intensification in India and System of 
Teff Intensification (STI) in Ethiopia. In general, 
the basic principles of SRI can be applied to any 
crop, which can be then called System of Crop 
Intensification (SCI).

Considering agriculture is one of the biggest 
global industries, the potential for a positive im-
pact by partly implementing smart, eco-driven 
methods could be game-changing. Sustainable 
management of agriculture can contribute to 
“preserve and restore critical habitats, help pro-
tect watersheds and improve soil health and wa-
ter quality.” SRI increases sustainable farming.

Every day, there is constant interaction be-
tween humans and the environment. Conse-
quently, these interactions ultimately impact a 
person’s quality of life and health. SRI benefits 
environmental health through improvements 
made on the quality of surface and groundwater, 
a vital element of public health for consumers 
and farmers. By improving soil conditions, SRI 
hits one of the many themes of environmental 
health. SRI partially achieves this by reducing us-
ing agrochemicals.

Reducing methane emissions can also help 
achieve better air quality. Classically, rice paddles 
release methane into the air, ultimately contrib-
uting to poor air quality. Smart eco-agriculture 
methods like SRI prevent these emissions from 
entering the air.

Farmers are at an increased risk of methane 
exposure, especially rice farmers. A few negative 
yet mild effects of methane on human health are 
eye and skin burns. 

Farmers, especially, experience the detrimen-
tal effects of methane from animal waste and 
digestion. More specifically, rice farmers experi-
ence negative effects because of the methane re-
leased from rice paddies.

SRI benefits for environmental health

German embassy contributes 8m/- for renovation of  WW1 soldiers’ graveyard 
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African entrepreneurs spot opportunity in green business
By Franck Kuwonu, Accra

THE youth are the driving force for action 
on climate and the environment. That was the 
message hammered home to delegates at Af-
rica Climate Week in March 2019, the first of 
three annual regional climate events ahead 
of the United Nations Secretary-General’s Cli-
mate Action Summit to be held in September 
this year.

Africa Climate Week was held in Accra, Gha-
na, and organised by the government of Ghana 
and partner organisations, including the Nai-
robi Framework Partnership, which supports 
developing countries in preparing and imple-
menting their plans to address climate change.

During the week, young local climate ac-
tivists displayed colourful placards that read 
“Zero waste is sexy, Act now” and “Plastic or 
Paper = Tree cutting, Act now,” among other 
slogans.

Many of these young Africans, who par-
ticipated in the Africa Climate Week, have 
been launching start-ups that address climate 
change, protect the environment and provide 
jobs.

Some of the innovative businesses show-
cased during the conference include a bam-
boo bike initiative that taps into the ecological 
potential of bamboo trees, a plastic recycling 
company, and a project that recycles used tires 
and denim, turning waste into shoes while at 
the same time combating environmental deg-
radation. Below are some of the innovative 
businesses:

Koliko Wear: from used fabrics to high-
fashion footwear

He had been helping a friend to turn around 
his shoemaking business before he delved into 
eco-fashion, manufacturing shoes from used 
materials.

“I am a banker by profession, but now I’m a 
shoemaker. I use recycled materials to make 
shoes,” Peter Kweku Anowie told Africa Re-
newal.

Anowie’s Koliko Wear enterprise makes 
shoes out of used jeans, furniture woolens, 
bedsheets, jute sacks, and rubber from used 
car tires.

For him the transition from banking to en-
trepreneurship happened by chance. He said, 
“I am from Takoradi, in western Ghana. One 
day I chanced upon a shoemaker friend whose 
business was collapsing. I told him I could as-

sist by investing some small capital in his busi-
ness, so that he can continue to operate.”

Later, realising shoemaking could be profit-
able, Anowie decided to go all in. “I saw that 
it was a cool and creative business, and I just 
resigned from my banking job to get involved 
in the shoemaking business fulltime. I am a 
business administration student and I majored 
in banking finance, so I have some knowledge 
of business.”

Anowie also wanted to establish something 
that could train the youth and “show them 
how to be financially independent, how to 
get something going so that they can improve 
their living standards”.

Three years in, the business currently em-
ploys about a dozen people. “I am very happy 
because I see that other people around are be-
ing trained in the shoemaking business. They 
are not just earning money for themselves, 
they are also able to take care of their friends 
and extended family.”

As with other eco-start-ups in Ghana, the 
people involved in KolikoWear aim to scale 
up to have more of an impact on society. The 
Ghana Climate Change Innovation Centre (GC-
CIC) is providing support, training and other 
technical assistance.

“I just signed on to GCCIC last year, and yes, 
they’ve been supportive, making sure that all 
my books are up to date to attract investors,” 
said Anowie.

 “How best can we utilise our own local raw 
material such as bamboo to create employ-
ment as an inclusive business model—a busi-
ness that can tackle environmental issues, 
social and economic issues?” That was the 
question on the mind of Bernice Dapaah when 
she founded the Ghana Bamboo Bikes Initia-
tive (GBBI) a decade ago.

Located in Kumasi in southern Ghana, GBBI 
employs about 50 workers, mostly women. It 
produces and sells handmade bicycles for be-
tween $150 and $300 a piece.

“We have different types of bikes. We have 
the bikes suitable for men and those suitable 
for women. We also have mountain, road and 
city bikes, as well as cargo bikes that farmers 
use to carry goods,” Dapaah said.

In 2018, the company manufactured about 
1,000 bikes, having steadily increased produc-
tion over the years. “We hope to do more this 
year as we are going to expand our workshop 
and train more youth for production,” she 
said. In the coming years the company intends 
to produce electric bamboo bicycles, electric 

bamboo bike ambulances, and bamboo bike 
pedicabs, among other models.

“Currently, the bikes are about 75% to 80% 
bamboo. The body is made of bamboo, but 
wheels and engine are the regular ones like in 
other bikes,” Dapaah explained. For her, the 
bamboo initiative is more than a business; it is 
also about women’s empowerment.

Overall, Dapaah is glad that the business is 
not “just an environmental symbol. We are 
also cultivating bamboo to feed the industry. 
We are also creating a space for the carbon bal-
ance. That is what we are doing. We hope to do 
more in the future.”

 “One of the things our people are not always 
aware of is that it takes hundreds of years for 
plastics to decompose in the soil. And it takes 
a long while before its effects are felt, and by 
then, the harm is so bad that it can’t be con-
trolled—because the emissions will be very 
high,” Wisdom Kafui Honu told Africa Renewal.

Honu, who is the cofounder of Coliba Ven-
tures, a plastic waste-collection venture based 
in Accra, Ghana, was talking about how he 
became an environmental entrepreneur. It all 
began with a personal tragedy when one of his 
friends drowned in a flash flood. At the root of 
the tragedy was plastic-clogged drainage.

“It was in June 2015. My friend was waiting 
for me and I was late to the rendezvous. It 
started raining and the junction he was stand-
ing at quickly flooded, turning into a deadly 
torrent, destroying properties, sweeping cars 
away and drowning passersby in the process,” 
he said.

More than 50 people were killed that day.
“The rain was torrential,” Honu remem-

bered. “But the drainage system was clogged 
by plastic waste.”

Devasted by the loss of his friend, Honu said 
he asked himself, “Instead of just mourning, 
why not do something about the situation? 
Why not solve the problem now, why not re-
cycle the plastics that take so much time to 
decay?”

He went on to cofound Coliba Ventures, a 
company he described as “a complete plastic 
recovery and collection service.” It also edu-
cates people used to lumping plastics and oth-
er wastes together on how to separate them.

“It has been one of the toughest initiatives 
ever because this is a behavioural pattern that 
people have lived with for so many years and 
it is very hard to ask people to change their 
minds and ways,” he said.

The company offers rewards of vouchers 
for fuel or for mobile internet credit to house-
holds that are willing to be part of the recycling 
movement. Honu said they tell people, “Give 
us your plastic waste and we give you a vouch-
er to fuel your car.”

Honu added that “people who earn less than 
$5 a day give us their plastic waste and we give 
them money or data. The only thing you have 
to do is to make sure you present your plas-
tic waste to us or you make sure we pick it up 
from you. Then you decide which rewards you 
want.”

The company then deliver the collected 
plastics to recycling companies.

According to Ghana’s Environmental Protec-
tion Agency, about 2.58 million metric tonnes 
of raw plastics are imported annually, of which 
73% ends up as waste, while 19% is reused. Yet 
less than 0.1% of the waste is recycled.

Recognising that only a tiny fraction of plas-
tic waste is being recycled, Honu said: “We 
have to start changing the trend somehow.” It 
may take a long time, but he continues to be 
motivated by his desire to make sure his friend 
did not die in vain.

By Guardian Reporter

AS the 2020 general election nears, 
campaign to encourage women to take 
part in different political leaderships 
makes headway in Zanzibar.

Conducted by Tanzania Media Wom-
en Association (Tamwa-Zanzibar) the 
campaign dubbed: ‘Male Change Agent 
Team (MCAT)’ is aimed at changing 
mindset of the community towards 
women full participation in political de-
cision making bodies in the country.

The one-year campaign involved 20 
members who are formed by person-
alities from different groups—religious, 
council, and community leaders, as well 
as members from political parties, civil 
society organisations and some males 
who champion for women and children 
involvement issues. 

Empowered with special tools on how 
to reach the society and analyze issues 
on gender perspective, members of the 
team are now busy conducting dialogue 
meetings in all 11 districts in Unguja and 
Pemba islands.

Three weeks ago, Tamwa-Zanzibar of-
ficials in collaboration with leaders from 
Majenzi and Shumba shehias (villages) 
in Micheweni District, Pemba North 
Region organized a public dialogue 

meeting to encourage women to vie for 
different political posts,  rather than re-
lying on special seats, which are being 
claimed to humiliate women.

The meeting involved women and 
youth, who were given a chance to pre-
sent their views on how they can take 
part in the forthcoming elections.

ACT- Wazalendo regional secretary 
for Pemba North, Salehe Nassoro Jema 
said: “It is high time for women to come 
out and take part in political leader-
ships, because women have that ability.”

He expressed his discontentment on 
the structure of the Micheweni Town 
Council, which has no single women, 
who has been elected from constituen-
cies. 

“Most of women in the council are 
through Special Seats arrangement, 
which is being outdated and this meet-
ing should be used as an important plat-
form to encourage women to take part 
in the forthcoming elections,” he said.

“It is time for women to seriously con-
test for councillorships, representatives 
and national assembly,” Jema said, call-
ing women to be courageous and emu-
late the spirits of those women who have 
managed to get higher political posts in 
the country and other countries.

Among them include, Julie Catherine 

Manning, a Tanzanian lawyer, judge and 
politician. She was the first Tanzanian 
woman to study law; she was a High 
Court judge before serving as Minister 
of Justice from 1975 to 1983.

Jema also named Tabitha Siwale, who 
was appointed by the late Julius Nyerere 
as minister of Housing and Lands. 

Others are Asha-Rose Mtengeti Migiro, 
a politician and diplomat who served 
as the Deputy Secretary-General of the 
United Nations from 2007 to 2012. She 
was also appointed as the United Na-
tions Secretary-General’s Special Envoy 
for HIV/AIDS in Africa on 13 July 2012.

He also named Amina Salim Ali, the 
former Zanzibar’s Finance Minister and 
now Minister for Industry, and Trade 
as well as Vice President, Samia Suluhu 
Hassan. “All these performed a very 
good job, and I believe you also can do 
better. You cannot be a minister if you 
aren’t an MP or Representative of Zan-
zibar House of Representatives,” he said.

Jema urged women in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago to join political par-
ties, which is an important platform for 
them to contest different posts, as Tan-
zanian law doesn’t allow independent 
candidate.

Isaack Maganza, pastor of RGC church 
in Chakechake town of Pemba urged 

Campaign to make more women seek
leadership position gains momentum

A resident of Micheweni District, Pemba North Region, Salma Ali Abeid speaks 

at one of the meetings organized by Tanzania Media Women Association 

(Tamwa-Zanzibar) with the aim to change mindset of the community towards 

women full participation in political decision making bodies in Isles. Photo: 

Guardian Reporter

By Getrude Mbago

PALESTINE has expressed its en-
thusiasm to support Tanzania’s vision 
to become an industrial economy by 
urge financiers to invest in the key 
sectors of health, agriculture and con-
struction technologies.

Addressing reporters yesterday in 
Dar es Salaam, ambassador Hamdi 
Abuali said that in health, one of the 
key areas of investments is the phar-
maceutical industry, saying his coun-
try had huge experience in the sector.

He said that already three pharma-
ceutical companies from Palestine 
have showed interest to establish 
partnership with local firms and build 

plants to serve the medical sector.
According to him, few years ago, 

his government brought the Palestine 
International Cooperation Agency to 
assess possible areas of investments 
where it recognized that health and 
agribusiness are among the potential 
sectors.

 “Palestine is good in technology and 
innovation, we have established mod-
ern systems to monitor soil moisture, 
livestock keeping and processing of its 
products and many others…President 
Mahamoud Abbas has assured Tanza-
nia that his government will support 
Tanzania by sharing the vision to in-
dustrialize the economy,” he added.

He added that another new investor 

from Palestine has showed interest to 
invest in construction sector especial-
ly establishing plant to produce mod-
ern building materials.

According to him, efforts are ongo-
ing to continue linking the Tanzanian 
private sector with their counterparts 
in Palestine to create a network that 
will facilitate investments and acceler-
ate the economy growth.

“Among our plans is to invest in 
exchange programmes especially 
training doctors and other health 
specialists for them to come back and 
provide better services to Tanzanians. 
Palestine is well known in the medical 
abilities so we hope the new partner-
ships will bring useful results for both 

countries.” The envoy further lauded 
President John Magufuli eagerness 
and efforts to bring Tanzania to the 
next level of development.

“I do recognize President Magufuli 
as a ‘bulldozer’ due various steps he 
has been taking to make Tanzania a 
better place to stay and invest; my 
government is committed to join ef-
forts with the Tanzanian government 
to make a difference in supporting its 
industrialisation process,” he said.

According to him, if President Magu-
fuli’s vision and efforts will be success-
ful, Tanzanian is going to be one of the 
major hubs in the region.

Abuali also hailed President Magu-
fuli for becoming the new chairman 

of the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) commending him 
for laying out concrete plans to take 
forward the bloc’s development initia-
tives.

He also commended the move tak-
en by SADC to declare Kiswahili as its 
fourth official language after English, 
French and Portuguese.

The envoy further pledged to con-
tinue cementing bilateral relations be-
tween the two countries for the ben-
efit of their peoples.

“Tanzania and Palestine has a very 
long history going back to the late 
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere, We appreci-
ate the historic relations, we promise 
to continue strengthening the already 

existing economic diplomacy by pro-
moting trade and investments in vari-
ous sectors for the country’s develop-
ment.”

Meanwhile, ambassador Abuali sent 
his government’s condolences follow-
ing the recent fuel-tank accident in 
Morogoro which has claimed over 90 
lives of people.

“I and my government have been 
saddened with this accident, our 
condolences to all families of the de-
ceased, friends and relatives. We are 
also praying for them to rest in peace 
but also the casualties to be quickly 
healed and continue with their daily 
activities,” he said.

Palestine supports Tanzania’s transformation vision on industrial economy 

men to fight patriarchy system, which stigmatize women, which in turn demoralize 
them from participating in political activities.

“The room is open for women to take part in political arena. So, men should allow 
women to participate in politics,” Maganza said.

Sheikh Abdallah Nassoro Abdallah, from Association of Imams in Zanzibar 
( JUMAZA) said that in most parts of the world men hold key political leaderships, 
but there are women who have managed to take those posts and their performanc-
es are not questionable, citing Bibi Titi Mohamed, who was a major leader in the 
Tanganyika nationalist movement. 

She led the women’s wing of the Tanganyika African National Union (TANU), and 
later became the minister for women and social affairs. Mohamed was a Muslim 
woman born in Dar es Salaam in 1926 to a businessman.

Abdallah urged women to get into 
politics so that they can bring changes 
and development in the society as well 
as addressing gender-based violence 
in the country. He however challenged 
women to continue playing their in-
domitable role at family level and they 
shouldn’t use the political muscles to 
humiliate their husbands.

Riziki Ali Hamad is one of the young 
women in Micheweni who commended 
the organizers of the meeting saying: “It 
is a timely meeting as women in the past 
were deliberately denied their rights 
to take part in elections. I believe this 
movement encourages women to enjoy 
the right of electing and being elected.”

“I’m getting ready to take part in the 
2020 general election,” Riziki said con-
fidently, when speaking at the meeting 
held at Micheweni Secondary school.

Mtumwa Hamis Jongo, gender assis-
tant coordinator in  Mjenzi village urged 
men to make women free from GBV, a 
challenge she said thwarts women’s 
dreams to go into political posts.

“In 2017, I wanted to be a chairper-
son of parents’ wing of the ruling CCM, 
but votes weren’t enough. But, I am not 
tired. I will also vie in future,” said Ku-
luthum Ali Kombo.

Tamwa-Zanzibar project manager, 
Hawra Shamte said the campaign is 
aimed at increasing the number of 
women leaders and candidates in the 
coming elections.

Shamte noted that having a good 
number of women leaders will facilitate 
solutions to the many challenges facing 
women in the country.
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EDITORIALS.OPINION

 Third new TB drug developed in over 
half a century must be affordable

By Special Correspondent

N
EW drug preto-
manid could be a 
lifesaver for people 
with XDR-TB, but 

MSF warns it must be made af-
fordable to make a real differ-
ence

The US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration (FDA) today ap-
proved a combination regi-
men containing a new drug, 
pretomanid, for the treatment 
of extensively drug-resistant 
tuberculosis (XDR-TB). As the 
third new drug developed for 
tuberculosis (TB) in over half 
a century, and the first to be 
developed as part of a ready-to-
use treatment regimen, preto-
manid’s approval represents 
another potent tool for tackling 
difficult-to-treat drug-resistant 
forms of TB. The international 
medical humanitarian organi-
zation Doctors Without Bor-
ders/Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF), which provides TB treat-
ment to close to 20,000 people 
worldwide, stressed that the 
drug must be made affordable 
to everyone who needs it, espe-
cially considering the substan-
tial taxpayer and philanthropic 
contributions that went into its 
development.

The three-drug regimen 
(BPaL: bedaquiline + preto-
manid + high-dose linezolid) 
was approved today for adult 
patients with XDR-, treatment-
intolerant, or nonresponsive 
multidrug resistant pulmonary 
TB. This new drug regimen 
could dramatically shorten 
treatment length to six months, 
greatly reduce the number of 
pills required, and help to in-
crease XDR-TB cure rates from 
the current abysmal 34 percent. 
While the new regimen will be 
shorter and simpler to admin-
ister, optimism around BPaL is 
balanced against the need for 
intensive monitoring for side 
effects from the high doses of 
linezolid required. Separate 
clinical trials run by MSF and 
TB Alliance are underway to 
further evaluate pretomanid-
containing regimens to try to 
identify safer future treatment 
options.

“Treatment of XDR-TB has 
been dire ever since this form 
of the disease was discovered,” 
said Jay Achar, infectious dis-
ease specialist and TB medical 
advisor at MSF. “Having access 
to effective treatment regimens 
will give people hope for a cure 
and help limit transmission 
of this deadly bacteria. While 

safer, simpler regimens are still 
needed, the shorter treatment 
duration of this novel regimen 
is an important step in the right 
direction.”

Pretomanid was developed 
by TB Alliance, a not-for-profit 
organization, funded by gov-
ernments (including Australia, 
Germany, the UK, and the US) 
and philanthropic sources, 
with the expectation that the 
organization would hold true 
to its stated mission, that they 
are “dedicated to the discov-
ery, development and delivery 
of better, faster-acting and af-
fordable tuberculosis drugs 
that are available to those who 
need them.” In addition, TB Al-
liance stands to be granted a 
priority review voucher (PRV). 
Under the PRV program, when 
the FDA approves an eligible 
neglected disease product--a 
medicine or vaccine--the de-
veloper is awarded a PRV. This 
voucher can be used to accel-
erate the FDA review of any of 
the developer’s drugs or vac-
cines. Alternatively, the devel-
oper can choose to sell their 
voucher to another entity, as 
has been done previously for 
as much as $350 million USD. 
MSF calls for TB Alliance to use 
this financial reward to ensure 
that the drug be registered and 
made available at an affordable 
price, faster.

“This newly approved regi-
men containing pretomanid 
could be a lifesaver for people 

with XDR-TB, but it’s not time 
to celebrate yet,” said Sharo-
nann Lynch, HIV and TB policy 
advisor for MSF’s Access Cam-
paign. “The approval of this 
new regimen by the US FDA is 
just the first step. We now need 
pretomanid to be registered 
and available at an affordable 
price in all countries, prioritiz-
ing those with the highest TB 
burden.”

In April this year, TB Alliance 
granted the first license to the 
US pharmaceutical corpora-
tion Mylan to manufacture, reg-
ister, and supply pretomanid. 
To date, TB Alliance and Mylan 
have not made the price of 
pretomanid public. It has been 
estimated that generic versions 
of pretomanid could be pro-
duced and sold at a profit for 
between $0.36 USD and $1.14 
USD per day. The lowest global 
prices for the other two drugs 
in the regimen, bedaquiline and 
linezolid, already run at around 
$3 USD per day. People needing 
this treatment regimen would 
have to take it for six months, 
amounting to a total price of 
$548USD, before considering 
the additional price of preto-
manid. MSF has called for treat-
ment of drug-resistant TB (DR-
TB) to be no higher than $500 
USD per person for a complete 
treatment course.

But four months on, neither 
Mylan nor TB Alliance has 
made the licensing agreement 
public, despite calls from civil 

society for transparency on the terms and conditions that 
will ultimately impact people’s access to this drug globally. 
Mylan is expected to bring pretomanid to market by Janu-
ary 2020. However, this is dependent on World Health Or-
ganization guidance on using the drug, and on Mylan filing 
for registration in countries with the highest DR-TB burden.

“TB Alliance and Mylan must not squander this opportu-
nity,” said Lynch. “They must make good on TB Alliance’s 
mandate to deliver affordable treatment--which is why they 
received the support of government and philanthropic 
funding that went into the development of pretomanid and 
this combination--and provide the drug at an affordable, 
price because when it comes to people with resistant forms 
of TB, it’s a matter of life or death.”

Pretomanid is part of the same class of drugs (nitroimi-
dazoles) as delamanid--one of the two other TB drugs ap-
proved in the last half century--developed by pharmaceuti-
cal corporation Otsuka. Delamanid is fraught with access 
issues: the drug is patented in many countries until 2023, 
including in India, and the price of a six-month treatment 
course remains very high (the lowest global price is $1,700 
USD), with many people needing the drug for up to 20 
months, making the price much higher. If pretomanid is 
affordable compared to delamanid, it has the important 
potential to spark competition and reduce prices for this 
class of drugs.

MSF Clinical Trial

In addition to providing DR-TB treatment in various 
settings, MSF is conducting research together with part-
ner organizations to develop the evidence base for the 
therapeutic value of newer DR-TB treatments. In 2017, 
MSF launched the TB PRACTECAL trial (ClinicalTrials.gov 
identifier: NCT02589782), a randomized, controlled, multi-
center, Phase II/III adaptive trial to evaluate the safety and 
efficacy of six-month regimens that contain bedaquiline, 
pretomanid and linezolid (standard dose) with or without 
moxifloxacin or clofazimine, for the treatment of adoles-
cents and adults with multidrug-resistant (MDR)-TB or 
XDR-TB. This trial should help inform which combinations 
of bedaquiline, linezolid and pretomanid-based regimens 
are effective and safe for the treatment of MDR-TB. The trial 
is sponsored by MSF and is being conducted in seven sites 
in Belarus, South Africa, and Uzbekistan. 
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Modern slavery is a global issue:   
 Africa is obliged to fight against it

I
NTERNATIONAL Day for the 
Remembrance of the Slave 
Trade and its Abolition, August 
23 of each year, the day desig-

nated by UNESCO to memorialise the 
transatlantic slave trade. 

That date was chosen by the adop-
tion of resolution by the Organisation’s 
General Conference at its 29th session. 
The date is significant because, during 
the night of August 22 to August 23, 
1791, on the island of Saint Domingue 
(now known as Haiti), an uprising be-
gan which set forth events which were 
a major factor in the abolition of the 
transatlantic slave trade. 

UNESCO member states organise 
events every year on that date, inviting 
participation from young people, edu-
cators, artists and intellectuals. As part 
of the goals of the intercultural UN-
ESCO project, “The Slave Route”, it is 
an opportunity for collective recogni-
tion and focus on the “historic causes, 
the methods and the consequences” 
of slavery. Additionally, it sets the stage 
for analysis and dialogue of the inter-
actions which gave rise to the transat-
lantic trade in human beings between 
Africa, Europe, the Americas and the 
Caribbean. 

The International Day for the Re-
membrance of the Slave Trade and 
its Abolition was first celebrated in a 
number of countries, in particular in 
Haiti on August 23, 1998 and Senegal 
on August 23, 1999. 

Slavery has historically been wide-
spread in Africa, and still continues 
today in some countries. 

Systems of servitude and slavery 
were common in parts of Africa, as 
they were in much of the ancient 
world. In many African societies 
where slavery was prevalent, the en-
slaved people were not treated as chat-
tel slaves and were given certain rights 
in a system similar to indentured ser-
vitude elsewhere in the world. When 
the Arab slave trade and Atlantic slave 

trade began, many of the local slave 
systems began supplying captives for 
slave markets outside Africa.  

Slavery in historical Africa was prac-
ticed in many different forms: Debt 
slavery, enslavement of war captives, 
military slavery, slavery for prostitu-
tion and criminal slavery were all 
practiced in various parts of Africa.  
Slavery for domestic and court pur-
poses was widespread throughout 
Africa. Plantation slavery also oc-
curred primarily on the eastern coast 
of Africa and in parts of West Africa. 
The importance of domestic planta-
tion slavery increased during the 19th 
century due to the abolition of the At-
lantic slave trade. Many African states 
dependent on the international slave 
trade reoriented their economies to-
wards legitimate commerce worked 
by slave labour.  

Multiple forms of slavery and servi-
tude have existed throughout African 
history and were shaped by indige-
nous practices of slavery as well as the 
Roman institution of slavery[  (and the 
later Christian views on slavery), the 
Islamic institutions of slavery via the 
Arab slave trade, and eventually the 
Atlantic slave trade.  Slavery was a part 
of the economic structure of African 
societies for many centuries, although 
the extent varied. Ibn Battuta, who vis-
ited the ancient kingdom of Mali in the 
mid-14th century, recounts that the lo-
cal inhabitants vied with each other in 
the number of slaves and servants they 
had, and was himself given a slave boy 
as a “hospitality gift.”  In sub-Saharan 
Africa, the slave relationships were of-
ten complex, with rights and freedoms 
given to individuals held in slavery 
and restrictions on sale and treatment 
by their masters.[5] Many communi-
ties had hierarchies between different 
types of slaves: for example, differen-
tiating between those who had been 
born into slavery and those who had 
been captured through war.  

Mapping out borders could help 

to prevent unnecessary disputes

R
EPORTS from Arusha con-
firm that Tanzania and 
Kenya mapping  out the 
common border with new 

beacons, an initiative that has started on 
the northern parts of the border from 
the lakeside district of Tarime to the 
eastern slopes of Mount Kilimanjaro. So 
far officials are only talking about this exer-
cise, which is given as phase one up to Lake 
Natron and phase two up to eastern Kili-
manjaro territory. The next phase would 
involve going all the way down to the sea-
shore on the northern reaches of Tanga.

What the current exercise involves is 
placing beacons to show precisely where 
the border passes, and it appears this is a 
region-wide exercise as most countries bor-
dering Tanzania are doing the same or in 
cooperation with Tanzania for that matter 
and their other neighbors. This may also in-
volve an exception of Burundi and Rwanda 
which were not mentioned in an interview 
with a top official of the Ministry of Lands, 
Housing and Human Settlements. Need-
less to add the same exercise would finally 
apply to these countries too and despite 
border disputes between Uganda and DRC 
in relation to Lake Albert waterline.

A senior official of the Kenya Interna-
tional Boundaries Department said that 
the exercise follows a United Nations reso-
lution which directs the countries to for-
malize boundaries drawn up at the Berlin 
Conference of 1884. This directive by the 
UN Secretariat or its associated agencies is 
a reflection of boundary disputes which 
have no reason to be there, on the ba-
sis of international law or specifically 
the succession of treaties convention. 
The Geneva Convention on treaties in 
international law provides for indefinite 
succession of treaties by governments 
irrespective of the manner government 
changes hands.

Two current border conflicts come to 
mind, and they may have contributed to 

a greater or lesser extent in the move by 
the UN agency to expedite the mapping 
out of boundaries, both by installing 
more effective boundary marks (bea-
cons) as well as reaffirming treaties in 
that connection. One is a lesser and now 
tamed dispute, that between Malawi 
and Tanzania on where to demarcate 
the border, and the hotter dispute rages 
between Kenya and Somalia, as the lat-
ter is demanding prolonging the land 
border line into the sea, for an unclear 
reason. It is as if Somalis also live in the 
sea by similar numbers as well. 

When the UN tells African countries 
to demarcate their borders, install new 
or better markers and promulgate, of-
ficiate or formalize the same under the 
terms of the Berlin Conference border 
making exercise, this comes as a bit of a 
surprise to those who are familiar with 
a bit of history. For the Berlin Confer-
ence treaty was enshrined in the stat-
utes of the League of Nations along with 
amendments thereto, for instance in 
the Heligoland Treaty of 1890 - which 
Malawi has been using as an excuse to 
demand sovereignty on all the lake por-
tion on its eastern border with Tanza-
nia. What Malawi pretends to forget is 
that after World War I Britain corrected 
that anomaly, rectifying the border to 
Berlin terms.

The point however is that this act of 
revision was not just conducted in due 
and proper form in the UK legislature in 
1924 but also deposited with the League 
of Nations in 1925. It means that by the 
time the United Nations was formed, 
this rectification was part of the statutes 
it inherited, so under existing norms of 
international law neither Malawi nor 
Tanzania can go back on that amend-
ment. It is this act of recognition that the 
UN is demanding, and hopefully Africa 
will comprehend, to stop useless quar-
rels.
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To trade or not to trade? That is the ivory question

Inconvenience is our middle name

BY DUNCAN E OMONDI GUMBA

I
S a world without the illicit wild-
life trade possible? One where no 
species faces imminent extinction 
at the hands of humans? Perhaps 

– with new technology, and consensus 
among origin and destination countries.

The World Wildlife Fund’s (WWF) 
Wildlife Crime Technology project, 
funded by Google, is one initiative that 
uses the power of technology to fight 
wildlife crime. In Namibia, where this 
project was implemented, official figures 
show a progressive decline in rhino and 
elephant poaching levels since 2015.

In a separate initiative, the WWF – in 
collaboration with the wildlife trade 
monitoring network TRAFFIC and the 
International Fund for Animal Welfare – 
has launched the Coalition to End Wild-
life Trafficking Online.

Science and technology are key to en-
forcing the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora’s (CITES) international 
wildlife trade regulations. CITES deci-
sions draw on data produced by promi-
nent science-based tools. These include 
the trade database managed by the Unit-
ed Nations Environment Programme’s 
World Conservation Monitoring Cen-
tre; the CITES programme on Monitor-
ing the Illegal Killing of Elephants; and 
TRAFFIC’s Elephant Trade Information 
System.

Tools like these help to determine the 
degree of protection required for a par-
ticular species, as stipulated by CITES. 
CITES Appendix I lists species threat-
ened with extinction, and permits trade 
in these species only under exceptional 

circumstances. Those in Appendix II 
don’t face extinction, but CITES strictly 
controls their trade and products to en-
sure sustainability. Species in Appendix 
III are included at the request of a state 
party that already regulates trade in the 
species, and that needs the cooperation of 
other countries to prevent unsustainable 
or illegal exploitation.

The 180 state parties, including 59 from 
Africa, meet every few years to amend the 
appendices. In the run-up to the CITES 
Conference of Parties, taking place in Ge-
neva until 28 August, African states have 
been bitterly divided over the permanent 
listing of all elephants in Appendix I.

Two groupings – the African Elephant 
Coalition (AEC), mainly East and West 
African countries, and Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) coun-

By Busani Ngcawen

A 
STRANGE weather forecast 
of between 6 and 26 degrees 
was a sign: a portent of things 
to come. How do you dress for 

such a wide margin? So were the several 
failed online check-in attempts the night 
before; which seldom happens. I figured 
I should just get to the airport on time.

Few things are as torturous as the early 
morning flights such as Mthatha-bound 
SA Express from OR Tambo Internation-
al Airport. You have to divorce linen just 
before 4am, make a quick acquaintance 
with an overhead sprinkler, skip some 
routines and break the limits of velocity 
to make it on time for the check-in at the 
ungodly hour of 5am.

The sparkling smile of the woman at 
the counter did little to temper my mood 
when she told me the flight had been 
cancelled and she wasn’t sure why. I was 
directed to the AirLink counter where 
I was swiftly transferred – and without 
much thinking I proceeded to the lounge 
to join my traveling companions.

We exchanged morning pleasantries 
with the directors-general (DGs) of Fi-
nance, Human Settlements and Employ-
ment and Labour (he was off to a dif-
ferent destination) and joked about the 
previous night’s economic cluster meet-
ing that ended at 8pm. I’d had the added 
misfortune of a flat tyre that forced me to 
resort to the faithful, tax-dodging uber to 
get home.

My companions were sent rushing 
helter-skelter when I told them the SA 
Express flight had been cancelled. They 
had checked in much earlier and had to 
rush back to the check-in counters to be 
transferred.

 By the time the AirLink boarding pro-
cedures were completed, it was too late, 
and thus the DGs of Treasury and Hu-
man Settlements missed the Mthatha 
flight. Their only option was to be routed 
via East London and drive to Mthatha to 
join us.

We were all heading to Mthatha at 
the behest of the president, who has in-
structed that we move apace to get the 
long-awaited uMzimvubu water scheme 
up and running. But now we would have 
to wait four hours for the leaders of the 
delegation to arrive at the proposed 
dam wall site before we could seriously 
engage on financing and engineering op-
tions. What an inconvenience.

Thankfully, a minibus had been pro-
cured and was awaiting us when we 
landed. We proceeded to the briefing 
venue together with several government 
engineers and senior officials who had 
made it on to the AirLink flight.

A trip between the airport and town 
in Mthatha is overwhelmingly inconven-
ient. It is a monument to a lack of town 

planning; there is dirt everywhere, and 
the roads are in appalling condition and 
congested.

It is difficult reconcile the town’s brand 
– The Home of Legends – with the reality 
of a municipality that does not provide a 
basic service such as refuse removal; or 
“legend” citizens who don’t seem to care 
too much either.

How do you call yourself local govern-
ment when you preside over local filth 
and untidiness?

The Department of Environmental Af-
fairs is not enforcing basic waste manage-
ment regulations that should protect the 
children from exposure to such levels of 
health hazards.

This mission is doomed, I found my-
self thinking.

Besides the inconvenience of time and 
cost, how, I wondered, were we going 
to have a fruitful engagement on what 
needs to be done without the DGs of Na-
tional Treasury and Human Settlements 
(on this mission trading as DG of Water 
and Sanitation) on hand to give direc-
tion?

Look at me, I thought. How typical of 
us in the public service with our middle-
class existential preoccupations, includ-
ing the fear of inconvenience. We frown 
at the sight of dirt. We think about the 
weather, the pain of waking up at the 
crack of dawn, and the trouble of GPS co-
ordinates.

Yet we inconvenience our people 
every day. They cohabit with dirt 
and walk long distances to access 
water and, sometimes, schools and 
clinics.

And what about the more than 
300,000 villagers who have been 
waiting for the uMzimvubu Water 
Scheme for decades? How much 
more can the poor be inconven-
ienced?

But that is who we are. Inconven-
ience is our middle name.

The airline that failed us on our 
Friday trip is a sad story of years 
of inconvenience and indiffer-
ence. Despite receiving billions in 
bailouts and the ongoing musical 
chairs at Airways Park, it remains 
idling on the corporate governance 
runway, unable to secure clearance 
for take-off.

Inconvenience is their middle 

name.

They allow people to board and 
cancel the flight. Imagine this: they 
inconvenienced the DG of Treasury 
who skipped a vital meeting where 
departments make budget bids, to 
travel to the Eastern Cape to ex-
plore ways of unblocking a national 
priority of building uMzimvubu 
Dam.

It is only a matter of time before 
we sing “amagugu” for SA Express, 

and it will no doubt be interesting 
if in future they were to sit before 
that same DG of Treasury to ask for 
guarantees and bailouts.

Back to the uMzimvubu Dam 
mission: here we were, the man-
darins (an advanced thinking class 
in the public service as we some-
times imagine ourselves), gathered 
in a desolate village trying to make 
head or tail of how we can remove 
barriers to building the project.

The project has been planned 
with a few assumptions, one being 
that there is money somewhere to 
build it. But where though, consid-
ering that the fiscus is under pres-
sure?

Yet there is no turning back. 
There will be a water scheme in 
uMzimvubu. Our task is to find 
technical and financial solutions 
to the problem and get the scheme 
going.

This requires deep thinking, 
as if we were in Mesopotamia or 
Carthage, where water catchment 
solutions were found with limited 
resources.

Today, technology is our biggest 
resource. Therein lie scenarios 
for water catchment at a rate and 
pace that the fiscus can absorb, not 
an unviable R20-billion (exclud-
ing “hidden” costs such as opera-
tions and maintenance fees) water 

scheme.
We are at a crunch point in the 

history of South Africa where we 
can no longer liberally make deci-
sions that inconvenience the rest of 
society. Public policy choices must 
be prudent and responsive, even if 
some of the tough choices we have 
to make may be inconvenient.

If SA Express is unable to service 
the Mthatha route, it must close 
it down. If the original design of 
uMzimvubu is unaffordable, the 
scheme must be rationalised to bal-
ance the urgent need for the supply 
of water to the households within 
the means available to the state.

That is the approach we will fol-
low as we explore options for con-
sideration by authorities.

True to form, the return flight 
was also cancelled – forcing people 
to find emergency accommoda-
tion. Good for tourism, inconven-
ient for those concerned.

We tell this story of inconven-
ience not so much as an exposé of 
the fragility of the governance sys-
tem: but more so as a reminder that 
it is time for serious soul-searching, 
deep thinking and innovation from 
senior officials in the public sector.

A state of affairs where service 
delivery proceeds with lethargy 
and at a snail’s pace is no longer vi-
able.

President Cyril Ramaphosa has 
indicated his increasing intoler-
ance of excuses and unscientific 
explanations for delays in delivery.

If a flight can’t take off, travel-
lers must be informed on time. If 
the original design of the dam is 
not affordable, alternatives must 
be presented immediately so that 
the water access challenge can be 
addressed. And refuse should be 
removed – by a municipality or 
citizens – to keep the environment 
clean and safe for children.

It is time the leadership of state 
departments and SoEs rethink 
their ways of thinking and doing. 
The 25 years of democratic experi-
ence must count for something: we 
must learn to unlearn complacen-
cy; we must learn to act diligently 
and faster in order not to inconven-
ience the people who need to ac-
cess clean water, the children who 
must play in safer environments 
and airline travellers who require 
reliability. We must learn to respect 
the limitations of the fiscus and not 
commit government to unviable 
programmes.

Learning to unlearn the counter-
productive lessons we have learnt 
over the years is no longer an op-
tion. Lest inconvenience remain 
our middle name. 

   DM

tries – differ on the way forward. 
‘The AEC has the numbers behind 
it, while SADC has the elephants,’ Dr 
Susan Koech, former principal sec-
retary at Kenya’s State Department 
of Wildlife, told ENACT. That was 
after she chaired a meeting in April 
at the African Union headquarters 
in Addis Ababa that sought in vain to 
reach an African common position.

In 1990, CITES banned the inter-
national ivory trade, but in 1997 and 
2008, countries in Southern Africa 
listed their elephant populations in 
Appendix II. This led to one-off sales 
of ivory stockpiles from elephants 
that died of natural causes, specifi-
cally to China and Japan. Experts 
say this fuelled illicit ivory trade 
and poaching. National Geographic 

argues that ‘no matter how suppos-
edly tight the controls, legal trade in 
ivory inevitably seems to serve as a 
smoke screen for illegal dealings.’

Kenya, backed by 30 other mem-
ber states, exemplified the AEC’s po-
sition when it burnt all its ivory and 
rhino horn stockpiles in 2016. This 
demonstrated its zero-tolerance 
stance on trading ivory and a com-
mitment to its 40-year ban on tro-
phy hunting.

In the 1960s, Kenya’s elephant 
population was considered to be 
among the highest in Africa. Their 
numbers were all but depleted by 
hunters, and continue to drop due 
to poaching – facilitated by corrup-
tion in the Kenya Wildlife Service. 
Officials say this trend is under 

control, although the latest census 
shows that fewer than 8 000 ele-
phants remain in the country.

In contrast, elephant populations 
have increased in SADC countries 
like Tanzania and Botswana to 
60 000 and 130 000 respectively. 
These countries implement a re-
gional sustainable use policy that al-
lows trophy hunting and the sale of 
ivory for conservation. Critics how-
ever believe this encourages illicit 
ivory trade.

SADC countries are opposed to 
a blanket ban on the ivory trade, 
because the proceeds from stock-
piles could fund conservation and 
development. ‘That one-size-fits-all 
approach by CITES of banning eve-
rything disregards good efforts of 
our governments, and is neither sus-
tainable nor advisable,’ Zimbabwe’s 
President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
said at a Botswana summit in May. 
Zimbabwe has said it may withdraw 
from CITES if it cannot sell its ivory 
stockpile – a threat that could be 
emulated by more SADC countries.

There are growing fears that more 
restrictive measures could lead to 
a mass CITES walkout by some el-
ephant range states, which could 
reverse gains made to stop the illicit 
ivory trade. ‘It could spell doom for 
the conservation of the African ele-
phant,’ Taye Teferi, TRAFFIC’s Africa 
policy and partnership coordinator, 
told ENACT.

Although these debates are di-
visive, conservation and the fight 

against wildlife crime works in all 
countries’ interests. The United 
States, United Kingdom, France, 
Taiwan and most recently China 
have banned their domestic ivory 
markets to varying degrees. Japan is 
pressed to do the same.

Neighbouring countries like Laos, 
Vietnam and Thailand also have ac-
tive and resilient import-based do-
mestic markets. Imports are often 
from elephant range countries. With 
a blanket ban, this would become il-
legal.

The existence of a legal domes-
tic market in an elephant range 
country like South Africa can create 
loopholes and channels that can be 
exploited for illicit trade. Closing all 
legal markets – domestic or other-
wise – could restrict supply globally, 
and ensure cooperation between 
range, transit and destination coun-
tries in enforcing these regulations.

Both sides of the ivory debate 
have a point – but at the same time 
they miss the point. A blanket ban 
is unlikely to solve the problem of 
high elephant populations in coun-
tries like Botswana. Nor are periodic 
one-off ivory sales likely to meet the 
global demand for ivory – or prevent 
illegal ivory from entering the sys-
tem under the cover of legal trade. 
As the endless debate ignores the 
elephant in the room, extinction 
threatens elephants in the wild.

Duncan E Omondi Gumba, EN-
ACT Regional coordinator – East 
and Horn of Africa, ISS Nairobi
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Tanzania merits accolades for hosting SADC Summit

TCCIA commends govt on ensuring traders stick to plans

BY MUHARRAM MACATTA

S ummit commended Dr. John 
magufuli, President of the united 
republic of tanzania and the in-

coming Chairperson of the SaDC organ-
ization for a year; for the outstanding 
leadership and sterling job done during 
his tenure lasting one year. 

additionally, his active involvement 
and exemplary, outstanding leadership 
in SaDC was superb by hosting the en-
tire member states in his country. in-
deed, they were highly impressed indi-
vidually and collectively.

 Summit expressed condolences and 
solidarity with the People and Govern-
ment of the united republic of tanzania 
on the loss of life and property due to 
unprecedented inferno that occurred in 
morogoro a few days ago.  

the tragic accident involving a tank-
er that crashed and spilt a very highly 
inlammable liquid (petrol) seriously 
burning over 70 people on the scene, 
and injured over 40 who continue to die 
while hospitalized at muhimbili inten-
sive care unit (iCu). 

it is noted that Dr. John magufuli, the 
new Chairman of this august body SaDC 
exerted his inluence to convince the 
Heads of State present, that the lingua 
franca Kiswahili be adopted as a forth 
oicial bloc’s language after english, 
french, and Portuguese in its delibera-
tions. the member states unanimously 
concurred. 

the proposal was previously made by 
the founder father of the Nation; mwal-
imu Julius Kambarage Nyerere and to-
day it is being implemented oicially at 
the 39th Summit of the Southern africa 
Development Community (SaDC) at the 
Julius Nyerere international Convention 
Centre in Dar es Salaam, tanzania.. 

We are all gratiied too because Kiswa-
hili is already spoken as an oicial indig-
enous oicial language of the african 
union (au). the Chairperson was clos-
ing the meeting speaking or addressing 
in Kiswahili plainly as well as luently. 

Of course, needless to reiterate what 
he spoke because everyone could fol-
low whatever words he articulated in 
his closing remarks while the audience 

cheered.
anyhow the Summit noted progress 

in the implementation of the industri-
alization Strategy and roadmap 2020-
2063 in speciically proiling of value 
chains in the three priority sectors of 
agro processing, mining and pharma-
ceuticals and urged member States to 
keep the momentum and develop and 
actualize the identiied value chains. 
the theme being “Competitive Business 
for inclusive and Sustainable industrial 
Development”

as the summit precede with the con-
vening of a successful SaDC industri-
alization Week, without omitting this 
grandiose event; the Summit noted the 
outcomes of the industrialization week 
and urged member States to operation-
alize the outcomes by partnering with 
the private sector in developing indus-
try and regional value chains.

On the face of it everyone expressed 
his/her appreciation to the Government 
and the people of the united republic 
of tanzania for successfully hosting the 
39th Ordinary Summit and for the hos-
pitality during the Summit period.

By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

t
aNzaNia Chamber of Com-
merce, industry and agricul-
ture (tCCia) has said that it 
stands with the government 

in its decision to direct commercial 
banks and regional authorities to en-
sure traders given loans heed to the 
exercise of purchasing cotton under a 
government guarantee very seriously.  

Speaking to reporters recently dur-
ing Nanenane exhibitions held at na-
tional level at Nyakabindi grounds, 
Bariadi district in Simiyu, maswa 
District executive Officer, Simiyu 
regional Chamber of Commerce mi-
pawa mtahia Shimbi  said that the 
government’s move aims to ensure 
cotton from farmers in the country 
are bought a soon as possible before 
the rain season is commendable. 

“this directive has answered the 
farmers’ prayers. We are supporting 
the government’s move  and we call 
for all traders who have been given 
loans to speed up the exercise of buy-
ing the cotton from all farmers before 
starting of the rain season,” he said.  

the farmers are waiting for the 
buyers to get money for preparation 
of their field. this is very important 
as they need to buy agricultural in-
puts as early as possible.

tCCia also used Simiyu Nanenane 
exhibitions to educate its members 
like businessmen, traders, farmers 
and the general public on how the 
Chamber works and available oppor-
tunities.

“We have also provided training 
and education to different groups 
including school children and the 
youth to be creative and understand 
business dynamics so that they could 
employ themselves in the future in-
stead of waiting for the white color 
jobs.

He said that the youth must under-
stand that opportunities are every-
where in every sector but in business 
there are more opportunities that can 
easily be taped to achieve their goal,” 
he said.

the tCCia has also been working 
for all the farmers and taking their 
concern to responsible authorities at 
district, regional and national level 
for increased productivity.

tCCia’s regional executive Officer, 
mwanza regional Chamber Hassan 
Karambi said that besides education, 
for a quite long time now, the cham-
ber has been promoting good policies 
ensuring friendly legal framework 
and conducive environment for both 
local and foreign investors in various 
sectors such as agriculture, industries 
and trade.

Commenting on the challenges 
faced by the farmers, he said there 
are several challenges such as delay 

of agricultural inputs saying in 
some areas the farmers could 
not get and use the fertilizers on 
time. in some villages, the farm-
ers complained that there were 
shortage of improved seeds, a 
situation that discouraged some 
of them from doing profitable 
agriculture.  

He called for the government 
to make sure the agricultural in-
put are given required attention 
so that the farmers can also en-
gage in large scale farming and 
agribusiness.

“Nanenane exhibitions have 
provided big opportunities for 
the youth and school children to 

learn about business education 
and entrepreneurship. We have 
started tCCia’s youth wing to 
groom the youth while in school, 
colleges and universities so that 
they can be good businessmen 
in future,” he said.

He said experience shows that 
many people opt doing business 
very late at old stage when they 
retire from government offices. 
at this stage, only few people 
succeed in business because 
they do not have passion and do 
not know business techniques. 
therefore, the tCCia youth 
wing will help to start grooming 
the youth at early stage, to equip 

them with knowledge and skills 
so that they can develop pas-
sion, interest and confidence in 
business.

“We all know that many youth 
are prepared to be employed in 
either public or private sector. 
Very few mainly school drop-
out opt to venture into business 
from early stage. So, we want to 
change this mindset,” he said.

the tCCia’s Youth wing will 
be responsible for the youth. for 
example, the youth in schools, 
colleges and universities will 
mobilize themselves and elect 
their leaders. tCCia has branch-
es everywhere in the country 

will help to nurture them de-
velop interest and build confi-
dence. 

tCCia was established in 1988. 
it was initiated with the support 
of the tanzanian Government 
to strengthen the private sector. 
the establishment of the tCCia 
was an important step in moving 
on from a centralized, planned 
economy towards a more open, 
mixed economy giving full 
scope to privately owned enter-
prises and farms. it has opened 
regional offices in tanzania and 
several district centres promot-
ing sustained growth and devel-
opment of the private sector.

Of all and not through oversight 
the Summit also noted that HiV 
and aiDS pandemic remains a 
major challenge afecting signii-
cant numbers of adolescents and 
young people, predominantly fe-
males. 

and that the high prevalence in 
HiV and aiDS is exacerbated by 
drugs abuse. Summit directed the 
Secretariat to urgently develop a 
comprehensive regional Strategy 
to deal with drug abuse and cyber-
crime.

it reminds us also of earlier in 
the week, the new chair of the 
SaDC Council of ministers, Profes-
sor Palamagamba Kabudi — who is 
also tanzania’s minister of foreign 
afairs and east african Coopera-
tion.

He had told the media ahead of 
the regional indaba or a political 
meeting, conference, or consulta-
tion, originally held with or among 
indigenous peoples of South af-
rica that a resolution calling for 

the removal of sanctions was part 
of 107 draft resolutions that were 
tabled at the summit.

Successive SaDC summits have 
taken similar decisions in the past 
but this time, the leaders decided 
to elevate their anti-sanctions ight 
to a new level.  

they decided to task the SaDC 
secretariat to write to the afri-
can union to take the message to 
the united Nations that the sanc-
tions are not only disastrous to 
the economy and livelihoods of 
zimbabweans but also that they 
are no longer necessary given the 
credible elections last year and the 
wide ranging reforms that Presi-
dent mnangagwa’s Government is 
putting in place. 

they took the summit’s decision 
to escalate the anti-sanctions ight 
to the uN as a big development 
which demonstrates Southern af-
rica’s full support for zimbabwe.  

if the foregoing decision was big 
for the country, the summit’s deci-

sion to set aside a day to draw glob-
al attention on the illegal Western 
sanctions was enormous. 

according to the communiqué 
read by SaDC executive secretary 
Dr Stergomena Lawrence tax yes-
terday, SaDC leaders resolved to 
reserve October 25, 2019 as a day 
when the bloc would conduct ac-
tivities to jointly call for the “imme-
diate” lifting of sanctions imposed 
on zimbabwe. 

this is an eloquent message 
coming from Southern africa; a 
message denouncing sanctions 
against zimbabwe and calling for 
their immediate lifting. europe 
and america have to listen and re-
spond accordingly.

President mnangagwa attended 
the 39th Ordinary Summit of SaDC 
Heads of State and Government 
which ended in Dar es Salaam, 
tanzania yesterday. this was the 
second time that he has attended 
the SaDC Summit as President.

the summit was a resounding 
success for zimbabwe in many 
ways; arguably the most success-
ful in recent times. President 
mnangagwa took over the chair-
manship of the SaDC Organ on 
Politics, Defence and Security Co-
operation — also known as Organ 
troika — from his counterpart 
from the sister republic of zambia, 
President edgar Lungu. 

this followed the country’s elec-
tion to take over the very inluen-
tial position last year.  the Organ 
troika’s role is to guarantee peace 
in the 16-member regional bloc. 

as chairman, President 
mnangagwa would lead the re-
gion’s response to existing security 
challenges in a number of coun-
tries as well as those that might 
arise over the next 12 months. 

Lesotho, where there has been 
substantial instability in recent 
years is one of the lashpoints that 
the President, as chairman of the 
Organ troika, would have to at-
tend to. malawi where President 
Peter mutharika won a disputed 
election recently is yet another. 

Given that elections frequently 
have security implications in na-
tions and in the region, President 
mnangagwa and two fellow mem-
bers of the troika would have to 
keep an eye on polls scheduled for 
Namibia, Botswana and mozam-
bique in the next few months.  

With the elections having run 
their full course, SaDC expected 
europe and america to do the 
needful, but they have maintained 
their sanctions. 

 SaDC leaders, led by the incom-
ing chair, President John magufuli 
of tanzania, was strong in their 
condemnation of the measures 
over the weekend and in their call 
to have them removed.  

(Quote) a part of the closing 
speech as follows hereunder: 

“it would certainly be remiss of 
me to end my speech without say-
ing anything on zimbabwe,” he 
said in his acceptance speech on 
Saturday.

“as we are all aware, this broth-
erly and sisterly country has been 
on sanctions for a long time. 
these sanctions have not only 
afected the people of zimbabwe 
and their Government but our en-
tire region. it is like a human body: 
when you chop one of its parts, it 
afects the whole body (laughter). 

therefore, i would like to seize 
this opportunity to urge the in-
ternational community to lift up 
sanctions it imposed on zimba-
bwe. this brotherly country, after 
all, has now opened a new chap-
ter and it is ready to engage with 
the rest of the world. 

it is, therefore, i believe, in the 
interest of all parties concerned 
to see these sanctions removed. 
in this respect, i wish also to urge 
all SSDC member states to contin-
ue to speak with one voice on the 
issue of zimbabwe.” (unquote)

the President’s assumption of 
the chairmanship of such an inlu-
ential organ of the regional body 
is therefore a high point arising 
from the just-ended SaDC Sum-
mit. 

President John 
Magufuli

An official 
from Tanzania 
Chamber of 
Commerce, 
Industry and 
Agriculture (R) 
explains to some 
members on how 
the chamber 
works during  
the Nane Nane 
exhibitions held 
in Simiyu region 
recently. 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Malinyi 

IN Biro, a remote  village in Malinyi district,   
Morogoro region, Regina Mhesi  started feeling 
labour pains but was reluctant to go to Lugala  Lu-
theran hospital, about 15 kilometers away. 

She knew that she would eventually have to 
go because that was the only hospital for scores 
of kilometers but she dreaded taking with her a 
kerosene lamp just in case she had to deliver dur-
ing the night. 

A diesel generator that ran for only eight hours 
a day provided electricity for the hospital and 
thereafter kerosene lamps were the only source 
of light for all the hospital’s units, including the 
labour ward.

That was the case a decade ago. Today, how-
ever, the situation has changed as the hospital 
enjoys reliable solar electricity throughout the 
year, thanks to UNDP’s support through its Small 
Grants Programme.

 In 2011 the UN agency extended a helping hand 
to the hospital, the Malinyi District Designate 
Hospital, by funding the rehabilitation and resto-
ration of a photovoltaic Solar System which now 
provides efficient electricity and has gone a long 
way towards improving the quality of services at 
the hospital.

“Currently a solar electricity system supplies 
electricity for all departments. This has enabled 
us to provide efficient services day and night be-
cause we a reliable supply of electricity. The situ-
ation also allows us to use electronic laboratory 
equipment that would otherwise be damaged 
with frequent power cuts,” explains Dr. Emma-
nuel Chogo, the medical officer incharge of the 
hospital

The hospital which is located 360 kms from 
Morogoro regional headquarters serves an aver-
age of 100,000 people from nearby villages. It was 
built in 1957 but it was renovated and expanded 
in 1997 to meet increasing demand of health ser-
vices. It admits about 140 patients although the 
number may rise to 180 during epidemics. The 
number of outpatients has risen to an estimated 
2,500 from the previous 1,000 that was recorder 
about a decade ago.  

Over the years, the hospital has established it-
self as a centre of excellence for safe motherhood. 
“Usually there are up to 105 women waiting for 
safe delivery,” says Dr. Chogo.

In 2010 the solar photovoltaic generator that 
was installed at the hospital was hit by lightning 
causing extensive damage, hence the intervention 
by UNDP “the hospital had to depend on a diesel 
generator for its electricity. Due to high running 
costs, the generator ran for only eight hours a day 
as a result of which some units could not operate 
efficiently,” explains Gledson Kuandika, the hospi-
tal’s technician.

With support from the Small Grants Pro-
gramme, the hospital has been able to expand the 
“labour room” to accommodate 10 deliveries at 
once from the previous four. “We have also com-
pleted the construction of a room for premature 
infants, the kangaroo room. This facility requires 
a stable and continuous supply of electricity, that 

is why the UNDP support has had a significant im-
pact on the quality of service we provide,” says Dr. 
Chogo

Installation of solar electricity at the hospital 
has had a spillover effect as community members 
around the hospital have quickly adopted the use 
of the renewable source of energy. “We haven’t 
made a head count but we see the increasing 
number of solar panels on roof tops,” says Kuan-
dika

In April this year, the Huruma Catholic hospital 
in Kilimanjaro region which is the Rombo district 
designate hospital celebrated its 50 years of pro-
vision of health services. The hospital was built 
in 1969 and inaugurated by Father of the Nation, 
President Julius Kambarage Nyerere a year later, 
on April 1, 1970.

The hospital attends to about 200 outpatients 
every day and has capacity to admit a similar 
number of patients while it serves a community 
of about 300,000 people.

One of the milestones in its quest to provide 
quality services was the purchase and installa-
tion in 2007 of five solar heaters with funding 
from UNDP through its Small Grants Programme. 
These were installed in all the wards and the main 
theatre.

Before the installation of water heaters, the hos-
pital used to buy about 140 tons of firewood every 
month in order to heat enough water to meet the 
needs of the patients. 

“Installation of the solar water heaters has gone 
a long way towards providing comfort to the pa-
tients and reducing running costs. Temperatures 
in this area are generally low throughout the year 
and there is no way patients can take cold baths,” 
says Dr. Wilbroad Kyejo, the medical officer in-
charge of the hospital.  

According to the hospital secretary Sr. Carisma 
Dominic, the hospital now buys between 47 tons 
and 70 tons of firewood per month. 

About a decade down the road some of water 
heaters have broken down and this has had pro-
found effects on some services of the hospital. 
“We have had to cut down both the amount of 
food we cook for in-patients and the supply of hot 
water in order to limit the use of firewood,” says 
the hospital secretary.

A nurse at St. Joseph Ward (ward 47) Anna Mlay 
says that the solar water heaters have made life 
easy for the staff because hot water is available 
from taps and patients can take a bath whenever 
they need. “Formerly we had to take hot water 
from the kitchen in jerry cans and there wasn’t 
enough for the patients. It was also an extra bur-
den for us,” she says.

According to Dr Kyejo, the hospital has now 
started the process the purchase of new water so-
lar heaters to replace the defective ones in order 
to continue to provide quality services to patients.

St Francis referral hospital Ifakara in Kilombero 
district is another beneficiary of the Small Grants 
Programme which financed the installation of a 
solar system for the hospital. The main theatre, 
two minor theatres and the labour ward were 
now supplied with reliable and efficient electric-

Delivering quality health services is a 
global imperative for universal health

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Rufiji

ASHA Kingwande, a mother of 
two, sits patiently on a wooden 
bench, waiting for her turn to 
stand on a weigh, answer a few 
questions asked by a community 
health worker then take a prick 
to test for malaria.

This is Ikwiriri market, where 
Ifakara Health Institute(IHI) that 
works with Ikwiriri health cen-
tre, implements China-Tanzania 
Programme for malaria control 
in southern Tanzania has set 
up a make shift malaria testing 
point in the community for field 
testing.

“I have come here to test ma-
laria and I know I will get medi-
cine if they find me with Malar-
ia,” says Aisha, a mother of three. 
A crowd of people, mills around 
a cool shade of a big mango tree 
as they take turns at the weigh-
ing and registration station, then 
at the sample taking row.After 
sample collection, results come 
in five minutes. 

According Dr. Chaki Prosper, 
the Principal Investigator of the 
project, community testing pro-
ceeds identification of localities 
that originated more malaria 
cases recorded at the nearby 
health facility.

“This program utilizes evi-
dence taken from the routine 
HMIS data and vector surveil-
lance results to decide on prior-
ity clusters to go and conduct 
community wide testing and 
treatment on weekly basis,” said 
the Principal Investigator of the 

project. Dr. Chaki Prosper, from 
IHI.

During the first phase—April 
2015—June 2018—the project 
reduced malaria transmission 
from 25.7 percent to 4.9 percent.

“The results from the con-
cept phase (or first phase) were 
much better than expected 
therefore the priority now is to 
check whether the observed 
impact can be validated are not 
related to seasonal or commu-
nity changes in the intervention 
areas during the study,” said Dr. 
Chaki.

The World Health Organiza-
tion Tanzania country office is 
following closely the efficacy of 
the collaborative project that 
carries a promise to cutting the 
transmission of the disease dra-
matically.

“We have interest in this pro-
ject because apart from the 
promise of its results its design 
encompasses WHO’s pillars for 
initiatives to end malaria glob-
ally by focusing on the high 
burden countries with high im-
pact initiatives,” said Dr. Ritha 
Njau, speaking on behalf of the 
WHO country representative Dr. 
Tigest Mengstu at an official visit 
to the project sites where the 
Minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elderly 
and Children, Ummy Mwalimu 
hosted the China’s deputy min-
ister for health.

The second phase of the pro-
ject second phase is co-funded 
by the UK Department for Inter-
national Development (DFID) 
and the Chinese government. 

The project’s first phase that was 
implemented in Ikwiriri and 
Chumbi in Rufiji District, Coastal 
Region.

The second-phase of the pro-
ject will double the geographical 
coverage to include two more 
communities in the same Coast-
al region and another communi-
ty in Kilwa District Lindi Region. 

“We would like for a project as 
efficient as this one reach more 
districts in our country because 
many districts have high malaria 
prevalence,” said Mwalimu.

There is a possibility of the na-
tional malaria control program 

scaling up the intervention ap-
proach countrywide, even as 
WHO weighs its potential for ef-
fectiveness in other high burden 
African countries.

According to the principal in-
vestigator from IHI, the collabo-
rative team will implement the 
18-month second phase to prove 
the concept work and authen-
ticate the findings from phase 
one and validate the adopted 1.7 
–MRCT approach.

“Once these results have been 
validated, we will be confident 
that the approach of this project 
can be rolled out, not only in 

Tanzania but other Africa coun-
tries with high malaria burden, 
says Dr. Njau from the WHO.

“The major challenge is that 
seasonally, malaria cases can 
up or go down. If we address 
the reason for that we might 
be close to eradicating malaria 
completely in our area,” says Ai-
sha. Aisha says that during the 
rainy season, when surround-
ings have a lot of mosquitoes his 
two children may get malaria 
twice or thrice.

The WHO reported that in 
2018globally the progress in re-
ducing the burden of malaria 

stalled   mainly because 10 high 
burden countries still contribut-
ed up to 55 percent of the more 
than 290,000 million cases.

About 70 years ago, China 
used to report 30 million malar-
ia cases annually. In 2017 China 
reached a malaria free state. “We 
have learned that malaria can 
be prevented, controlled and 
we would to share that expertise 
and experience with Tanzania,” 
said Li Bin, Deputy Health Minis-
ter for China.

Despite being on the list of 10 
high burden malaria countries 
Tanzania has made significant 

strides. From 2014 to 2018 trans-
mission has decreased from 161 
for every 1000 people to 119.
Malaria deaths per 1000 people 
have decreased from 20 in 2014 
to nine.

As the innovative project 
starts a new intervention phase 
the Minister for Health advises 
that it should widen its scope 
beyond malaria case detection, 
treatment and tracking.

“You should consider includ-
ing vector control in the pro-
ject design. I believe controlling 
mosquitoes will improve the 
positive impact of the project,” 
said Mwalimu.

The minister for health’s re-
marks reflect Aisha’s concern 
that cases of malaria go up dur-
ing rainy seasons and drop in 
the dry season despite a general 
reduction of malaria cases. 

The director of Centre for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC) in China symboli-
cally handed a metallic tool box 
used by China’s ‘barefooted doc-
tors’ to the Tanzania minister 
of health, expressing China’s 
willingness to share its success-
ful experience in eradicating 
malaria.

“We pleased to share with 
you our experience, share with 
you all the technical expertise 
we learned in our journey to 
eradicate malaria, let us work 
together to reach a malaria free 
Tanzania, “said the director of 
CDC China, George Gao.

A malaria free Tanzania is 
what Asha Kingwande is looking 
up to.

New project promises to tackle malaria in southern Tanzania

A nurse at Mahenge hospital in Ulanga district, Morogoro region attending to a newborn in the maternity ward. The unit enjoys uninterrupted 
supply of electricity from a solar system. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

ity from the solar system.
“For us these are among important units be-

cause a blackout may stand between life and 
death of a patient. These are units that attend 
to most of the emergency cases and without 
stable and reliable electricity, lives may be lost 
during operations or child delivery,” explains 
Fr. Dr. Winfried Gingo who is the Director Gen-
eral of the hospital. Other units of the hospi-
tal have continued to be served by electricity 
from the national grid which is however unre-
liable due to frequent power cuts.

 “There is no electricity from the grid for 
12hrs on Tuesdays and Thursdays. On the re-
maining days there are also frequent black-
outs that interrupt operations and which 
could lead to loss of lives. That is why we have 
to use stand-by diesel generators, much as 
they are very expensive to run,” says the direc-
tor general.

The hospital is has been undertaking reno-
vation of its buildings since 2013 some of 
which are almost 100 years old. Under the 
circumstances, the solar system has had to be 
dismantled to pave way for the renovation. 
“The wiring system has not been destroyed; 
we have only removed the solar panels, in-
verters and components of control panel, all 
of which are kept safely in a store room. How-
ever the batteries have been spoiled,” explains 
Godfrey Mkwiche, the hospitals technician.

In the absence of solar electricity, the hos-
pital has to run two generators in order to get 
reliable supply of electricity particularly when 
the grid supply fails. The big generator with ca-
pacity of 700 lts of diesel runs during the day 
and the small generator with capacity of 100 
lts runs during the night, mainly to provide 
lighting and emergency operations. Even with 
the use of the two generators to complement 

the grid supply, the hospital’s electricity bill 
stands at 12m/- a month.

“Renovation of the buildings will be com-
pleted by September 2020. Thereafter we will 
reinstall the solar electricity system. The plan 
is to expand the supply to more units of the 
hospital. We also plan to install a solar pump 
that will supply water to all the buildings,” says 
Fr. Gingo.

The hospital was built in 1927 but has been 
undergoing renovation and expansion over 
the years. In 1976 it was upgraded to the dis-
trict designate hospital and later in 2010to a 
referral hospital. With 340 members of staff 
the hospital serves between 600,000 and 
800,000 people from Kilombero, Ulanga 
and Malinyi districts. Currently it attends to 1, 
2000 outpatients and has capacity to admit 
371 patients. However, the inpatient depart-
ment treats an average of 16,000 every year. 

Perhaps some of the biggest impacts of 
UNDP interventions can be witnessed at Ma-
henge Hospital which is the District Hospital 
for Ulanga District.

 The hospital has bed capacity of 118 pa-
tients; another ward under construction will 
host 39 beds although occupancy stands at 
100 beds on average. Out patients attended to 
at the hospital range between 150 and 300 per 
day.

In 2017the hospital received a grant from 
UNDP through the Small Grants Programme 
to install a backup solar s electricity ystem 
that would increase availability and reliability 
of electricity. The end result was to increase 
the efficiency and quality of services offered 
by the hospital.

Installation of the solar system has gone a 
long way towards saving lives. During opera-
tions or when women deliver in the labour 

room the automatic back up ensures that 
operations can still be conducted even when 
electricity from the grid fails. 

 “No patient has died when being operated 
on or being attended to, due to sudden black 
out since installation of the solar backup sys-
tem. Formerly there were between five and 
six deaths a year on the operating table due to 
electricity failure. There was also an average 
of 20 children’s deaths a year due to power 
cuts but so far there has been just one and 
for a different reason,” explains Dr. Mihambo 
Aloyce Kapela, the medical officer incharge at 
Mahenge hospital. The facility also attends to 
an average of 1, 700 women a year who deliver 
at the hospital. 

Installation of solar electricity has raised 
the morale of staff because they can work ef-
ficiently without having interruptions from 
power cuts.  While the many deaths that oc-
curred before installation of the backup sys-
tem made the public blame the hospital for 
negligence, there are no such blames now. 
“The strained relationship between the hos-
pital and the public has also been normalized 
through delivery of quality services that have 
greatly reduced the number of deaths,” says 
Aziza Jafar, the social welfare officer at the hos-
pital.

 In Mbingu Catholic health centre located 
about 60 kms from Ifakara, services have also 
improved following installation of solar elec-
tricity with funding from UNDP’s Small Grants 
Programme. The facility serves a community 
of about 3,000 people but has capacity to ad-
mit 30 patients in situations when there are 
disease outbreaks. Likewise its outpatient de-
partment serves about 30 people every day 
but the number sometimes increases to70. 
The facility also employs 35 people.
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‘Fashion industry can help Tanzania achieve its Vision 2025’

Q
UESTION: The fashion industry in Africa is evolving 
quite fast. What factors do you think are driving this 
rapid growth?

Answer: I would accredit that in part to the Pan African 
movement that started abroad. The call for black solidarity 
and appreciation for our culture has since spread like wildfire. 
Celebrities such as Beyoncé and Tracee Ellis Ross, to mention 
but a few, have recently been spotted rocking African Print 
outfits. It has been an organic evolution that began in the 
1970s, a time when Kiswahili and other African names were 
re-introduced into the Afro-American society.

A cultural shift then occurred, encouraging the Black com-
munity to embrace and appreciate their cultural heritage. 
Celebrities were not left behind; we had names such as Taraji 
Penda Hansen and Sanaa Lathan. Thus, a generation of proud 
Afro-Americans emerged; these babies of the 1970s can be 
considered as today’s trendsetters. 

The recent blockbuster interest in African culture, including 
movie releases like “Black Panther” and “The Lion King”, have 
managed to shift the Hollywood lens and zoomed in on Afri-
can culture – most especially our glorious attires. There was a 
visible shift on social media especially during the Black Pan-
ther release, with a lot of dashiki and Maasai patterns worn.

The African fashion industry is incredibly rich in inspiration 
and has a lot to offer, the only thing needed being an inspiring 
platform. 

What role can the fashion industry play in shaping posi-
tive narratives about Africa?

The fashion industry can be used a tool in the fight against 
neo-colonialism. Since that was an idea implanted in our 
grandparents’ minds, that most things of African origin were 
backward and primitive, we ought to reintroduce, reinforce 
and reincorporate our culture. Fashion is one of the best ways 
to do that. In Tanzania, we have a country rich in culture, rich 
in heritage, rich in diversity…all we need is to dig deep for 
genuine inspiration and we could create an amazing variety 
of inspirational outfits.

Everything about our attire has a specific meaning, and all 
we need to do is appreciate and revive our own culture so that 
the rest of the world can also experience the spirit of Africa. 
In Tanzanian culture, for instance, there is a saying that goes 
thus: “You can only hit a woman with khanga.” Now, for any-
one not familiar with the fabric I am talking about, khanga is a 
light textured two-piece wrapper.

At weddings, I have often heard older men telling the groom 
that whenever he is upset by his wife he should buy a pair of 
khanga and throw it at her (which won’t really cause any harm 
or pain to the lady), but he should never put his hands hard 
enough on his wife to inflict harm. This is our culture, that is 
the custom that the garment carries and I think this is a mes-
sage worth being spread worldwide.  

We can celebrate and share our culture with the world 
through fashion. That is how the Maasai print ended up being 
incorporated into the Calvin Klein collection some years ago. 
The legendary print has been used to share the culture of the 
Maasai with the world. It is my firm belief that our diversity, 
our edge, our curls and our braids need to be incorporated 
more in offices and other formal platforms. There are some 
rules and regulations that need to be revised in public offices, 

the neo-colonial stigma against dreads being one of the issues. 
We ought to understand that a hairstyle or a dashiki shirt does 
not affect the personality or mind of the one choosing to wear 
them proudly.

How is the fashion sub-sector faring in Tanzania? How 
fashion conscious would you say Tanzanians are?

Tanzanians are generally fashion conscious although, sur-
prisingly, the industry is not faring as well as one might expect 
it to. Kenya is easily the ‘fashion capital’ of East Africa and if 
a model were to start his/her career I would advise them to 
start off there and then move to the continental fashion capi-
tal, South Africa. Successful Tanzanian models like Flaviana 
Matata (New York) and Millen Magese (South Africa) are both 
working abroad.

I would proudly say that Tanzania boasts some of the best-
dressed celebrities in East Africa so, yes, we are quite fashion 
conscious and often keep up with the trends. Many Tanza-
nian celebrities and designers have incorporated khanga and 
kitenge prints into more contemporary garments. Among my 
favourites would be artistes Vanesa Mdee, who just loves play-
ing with colours, and Jacqueline Wolper. To say the latter’s gar-
ments are brave would clearly be an understatement.

Nor are the men on the Tanzanian fashion scene lagging be-
hind. Love him or hate him, Nasibu Abdul Juma (stage name: 
Diamond Platinumz) is one of the best-dressed male celebri-
ties – while much the same goes for one-time Big Brother Afri-
ca winner Idris Sultan. These front very different styles in that 
Idris leans more towards business casual while Diamond can 
get quite creative, but both are fabulous and talented.

By way of comparison, which part of Africa would you 
say has the most sophisticated fashion industry on the 
continent and why?

I absolutely love Tanzania and we are the proud hosts of 
the annual Swahili Fashion Week, a major event for any East 
African model or designer. However, I would have to go with 
South Africa when it comes to choosing Africa’s fashion capi-
tal. Models from all over the world choose it as a starting point 
for their careers. Competitions are stiff but that might be the 
beginning of one’s ‘journey’ in the European and New York 
fashion scene. Many talented East Africans have chosen South 
Africa as their preferred career destination. One of our male 
models, DaxxCruz, has had his entire career built in Johannes-
burg. Everything, from modelling agencies right to boarding 
houses reserved for models and the lifestyle, is as close as you 
can get to Milan and New York.

Nigeria would not be left lying far behind, though. GT Fash-
ion Week was a big hit in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi. One of 
my closest friends featured there and she had only good things 
to say about Lagos. I am told that Nigerian make-up artists can 
work magic on your eyebrows, and I look forward to experi-
encing that. Then there is the undeniably beautiful beadwork 
and headwraps that just take your breath away.

This last decade has witnessed a surge in demand for 
local fabrics across the continent. Is that to suggest that 
Africans are getting increasingly excited about ‘wearing 
Africa’?

Africans are doubtless getting more conscious about self-
love and beauty standards. Now that Pan-Africanism is openly 
and strongly supported by Black entertainers and trendset-
ters, people are more open to the idea of going back to their 
roots. It is no longer frowned upon to wear beads or have an 
African print headscarf. African print is the new “black” for 
people of colour all over the world. I was pleasantly surprised 
to see an Afro-American man wearing beads instead of gold 
chains around the neck in one of the American programmes 
I was watching a while back. More power to him; even though 
they were not waist beads, I appreciate the effort and love.

More and more people are noticeably shifting towards more 
natural products, including things that keep their natural hair 
healthy. There are a lot of pages that advertise beads and neck-
laces with captions such as “Authentic Ghanaian belly chains” 
or “Authentic Maasai beadwork necklace”, and these products 
sell like hot cakes on online platforms. There is a sure rise in 
black consciousness and we are in a place where we now view 
the word “African” in a different manner from the way we did 
some decades ago. So, yes, people are excited to wear and pur-
chase authentic African accessories and garments.

What do you look out for when shopping for African 
fabrics and designs?

The patterns and colours fascinate me. I have a personal 
preference for darker print combinations with unusual pat-
terns. I am normally quite particular when it comes to shoes 
and clothes; most of my wardrobe consists of black and beige, 
which I think is appropriate for any occasion. My choice in 
African prints doesn’t stray very far from that but, of course, 
I allow a slightly wider colour selection and I do have a fun 
bright yellow fabric in my wardrobe. Indeed, I might even end 
up making it into a fun skater dress…who knows?

Professional advice: If you are going to a children’s party 
and you do not want to be the centre of attention and get your 

outfit all messed up, wear dark colours – 
as I learnt the hard way…

What would you say is the value of 
the fashion industry in Africa?

It is a billion-dollar industry, US$30+ 
billion, to be exact. The market for Af-
rican accessories and African print fab-
rics is huge out there and they sell for a 
very high price. I had a woman tell me 
the story of a celebrity designer from 
the US who came to Tanzania to shop 
for African print fabrics and had these 
made into simple ball earrings. She was 
charged about US$1.50 apiece, which 
was more than enough to buy the mate-
rial, pay for labour and get a decent prof-
it. In turn, she sold the pieces to A- list 
celebrities for a ridiculously high price. 
So, yes, there is money to be made in the 
African fashion industry and there are 
also people to be empowered and lives 
to be improved. Let’s not reduce the 
industry to a mere number. I am a fan 
of taking the humanitarian approach to 
business.

What excites you the most about 
Tanzanian designs and which Tanza-
nian designers do you admire most?

The best Tanzanian designers, in my 
view, are Ally Rhemtullah and Musta-
pha Hassanali. Their attention to detail 
and their emphasis on the femininity of 
the garments are impressive. I can re-
call one of Hassanali’s interviews some 
years ago in which he emphasized how 
his designs were specifically made to 
suit the full-figured and attractive figure 
of a ‘typical’ African woman. I immedi-
ately fell in love with his work. Being in 
an industry that glorifies skinny women 
and to outwardly say that you design 
clothes for curvy girls is very, very brave.

You had worked as a model before 
joining Sahara Tanzania Limited. Are 
you missing your life as a model?

I didn’t choose modeling; rather, mod-
elling chose me. I got into the industry 
because of peer pressure and I was 
never very keen on fashion and beauty. 
I knew it was just a stepping stone and 
I treated it as such. I did eventually fall 
in love with the camera, though. One of 
the best photo sessions I have been a 
part of was a project for a Chinese mag-
azine. We visited a designer’s workshop 
– you may choose to call it home – in a 
Nairobi suburb and it was full of African 
art and ornaments. It was b-e-a-utiful, 
as Jim Carry (Canadian-American actor, 
comedian, impressionist, screenwriter, 
musician, producer, artist, painter and 
cartoonist James Eugene Carrey) would 
say.

I got to dress like a Maasai Queen, 
then a Senegalese Queen and finally a 
Ghanaian Queen. I never got the pro-
fessional images but the experience 
alone was amazing. I would say I am a 
different kind of model now at Sahara 
Group, where the culture encourages 
one to volunteer for great causes. This 
transformation is quite exciting for me, 
as giving back at Sahara has a personal 
touch to it through volunteering and a 
shared passion to make a positive differ-
ence that is shared by all employees of 
Sahara Group across our locations.

So, these days, I am quite content with 
being a role model to younger people 
by being a part of Sahara Foundation’s 
interventions in Tanzania, especially 
those targeted at giving wings to the 
dreams and aspirations of the youth in 
the country. I guess, that makes me a 
Sahara model and I am delighted to be 
one.

You are involved in a lot of youth 
empowerment activities being im-
plemented by Sahara Foundation in 
Tanzania. How important is this to 
you?

That is very important to me because, 
as one of the Tanzanian youth myself, 
I can relate to the many struggles the 
beneficiaries of these programmes go 
through. I appreciate having the oppor-
tunity to support a good cause. It is very 
important, regardless of the situation 
that someone is in, that they have hope. 
When you are struggling to make some-
thing of yourself, you need a helping 
hand every now and then. To say that 
this is charity would be wrong because 
we are simply enabling bright children 
to overcome a stage in their life that 
would open the door to greater oppor-
tunities and achievements. I have been 
in situations where I have needed assis-
tance and, because of that, I am where 
I am today. It is an honour and a great 
responsibility to pass that back into the 
society that has grown and embraced 

me since I was a child.

How would you counsel young 
women and men desiring or plan-
ning to take up modelling as a career?

You need to have an extremely tough 
skin, expect to meet agents who will 
take advantage of you, beware of peo-
ple who will try to persuade you to live 
above your means and always be your 
number one fan. I will not sugarcoat it; 
modelling is cut-throat business. Many 
people get modelling and pageantry 
mixed together; but while they may be 
similar, they couldn’t be more different.

Pageantry is about your personality; it 
is the soft, feminine image of a perfect 
woman engraved in everyone’s mind. 
You are supposed to be sweet, gentle, 
approachable, helpful and beautiful in-
side and out, a true sweetheart (for lack 
of a better word). In modelling, though, 
you are just a hanger – the thinner, the 
better; the edgier, and the better.

Former African-American supermod-
el Tyra Banks once said that models are 
not beautiful, that they are just a bunch 
of girls with weird features that take 
good pictures. I would say much the 
same: that the richest and most success-
ful models in the world right now are 
weird-looking, long-legged creatures 
that can bend and break their bodies 
into impossible shapes during photo-
shoots – and the edgier, the better. There 
is a lot of love for my dark-skinned sis-
ters in the industry right now, so more 
power to you brown-skinned girls. Make 
us proud!

Tanzania has grand plans with its 

Vision 2025. How can the fashion 
industry help facilitate the achieve-
ment of the vision?

The fashion industry can make a sig-
nificant contribution to the realisation 
of the plans. Fashion can promote unity 
and a sense of belonging, especially if it 
borrows elements from our rich array 
of traditional attires. Growing up in an 
interracial family, I had to learn both 
cultures and love both races. My belief 
is that people exposed to experiencing 
a number of cultures from an early age 
become a part of all those experiences 
and they unknowingly become one 
with diversity. We, Tanzanians, are a di-
verse nation home to many tribes and 
ethnic groups. We can unify ourselves 
by allowing everyone to see, feel and 
experience a unique piece of everyone’s 
culture through fashion. 

Do you have plans to establish tra-
ditional fashion outfits?

I am not sure about establishing a sin-
gle line of traditional outfits. We have 
kept that option open to interpretation 
for very long because we have always 
felt that constricting 120+ tribes to a sin-
gle national outfit, which would most 
likely heavily lean towards a single cul-
ture, would be unfair to the rest of the 
communities. We have a socialist legacy; 
we prefer sharing rather than limiting 
ourselves to one option.

•Interview published, with slight 
editing, courtesy of Sahara Group.

PASSIONATE about the ever-rising contribution 
of the fashion industry to economic growth and 
development in Africa, MARGARET MHINA 
(pictured) believes the sector has a critical role 
to play in Tanzania’s quest for the attainment 
of its Vision 2025 – the march towards 
industrialisation. In this recent interview with 
our Special Correspondent, the Sahara Tanzania 
Limited staffer speaks on the growing influence 
of the fashion industry across Africa and the 
opportunity the company – a Sahara Group energy 
conglomerate affiliate – gives her to mentor young 
people through the Sahara Foundation. Excerpts:

SPECIAL INTERVIEW



 By Beatrice Philemon

G
ROWTH of the 
country’s diary 
industry is be-
ing frustrated by 

dozens of regulatory bodies 
mostly undertaking similar 
functions hence impeding 
private investments.

Tanzania Milk Processors 
Association’s Executive Sec-
retary, Yohana Kubini said in 
Dar es Salaam yesterday that 
the dairy industry is super-
vised by 30 different regula-
tory bodies, directorates and 
agencies which often dove-
tail their functions.

Kubini said in order to 
unleash the massive growth 
potential which the dairy in-
dustry has in the country, au-
thorities should implement 
recommendation made by a 
stakeholders’ blue print doc-
ument seeking to reduce cost 
of doing business in the local 
market.

““We believe that if the 
blue print recommendations 
that we made are absorbed 
by authorities, operational 
costs will decline because 

bureaucracy will be reduced 
and more local and for-
eign investors will put their 
money in the dairy industry 
value chain that will create 
employment for women and 
youths,” Kubini said.

He further noted that 
growth of the dairy industry 
which is guaranteed because 
of the large livestock num-
bers which the country has, 
will also see government’s 
industrialization agenda real-
ized while Treasury earning 
blot through taxation and 
other fees.

“Although this year the 
government has abolished 
taxation on milk for small 
producers with volumes of 
between 0 and 200 litres per 
day, the cost of doing busi-
ness is still high for large scale 
milk producers, processors, 
transporters and importers,” 
the TMPA chief added.

He challenged Tanzania 
Dairy Board which had or-
ganized the stakeholders’ 
meeting to discuss the indus-
try’s policy and regulatory 
framework and financed by 
Netherland Development 

Organisation (SNV), that be-
cause of bureaucracy and 
regulatory frustrations, many 
potential investors are by-
passing the industry.

“As stakeholders engaged 
in this sector we need at least 
12 regulatory bodies only so 
that investors can operate in 
a better dairy environment 
which then means that more 
people will be attracted,” he 
stressed while warning that 
growth is currently stalled.

While commending gov-
ernment for merging Tanza-
nia Food and Drugs Author-
ity and Tanzania Bureau of 
Standards, dairy industry 
stakeholders are proposing 
that general inspections (milk 
safety and human health pro-
tection) should be done by 
Tanzania Dairy Board while  
safety (inspection of plants 
and equipments  should be 
carry out by Occupation 
Safety and Health Authority.

The stakeholders’ blue-
print is also proposing that 
product certification and 
standardization should be 
conducted by TBS/TFDA 
and zero tax rate should be 
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Tanzania Milk Processors Association’s Executive Secretary, Yohana 
Kubini. 

Stakeholders in 
the dairy industry 
decry dovetailing 
regulatory bodies

Frustration 

Kenya dragging feets on Tanzania flour

non-tariFF barriers 

IMF rumours may be the 

scare South Africa needs
 JOHANNESBURG 

The threat of an International 
Monetary Fund bailout, unthinkable a 
few years ago, may force government 
to push through the reforms it needs 
to rescue the economy.

An expanded bailout for struggling 
power utility Eskom and calls from 
other state companies for support 
have strained the nation’s budget, 
prompting business groups and 
analysts to warn the country could be 
pressed to ask the IMF to help keep a 
lid on ballooning debt.

“The IMF is used as a scare tactic 
to make the government aware that 
if we don’t implement the necessary 
policies, we may be forced to turn” to 
them, Thabi Leoka, an independent 
economist, said in an emailed 
response to questions. “South Africa’s 
problems are not insurmountable. 
We know what we need to do. Our 
problem is the lack of implementation 
and political will.”

The Washington-based lender, 
central bank and the government have 
said South Africa doesn’t need IMF 
help and that authorities can still do 
what’s needed. While President Cyril 
Ramaphosa and the ruling African 
National Congress will be unlikely to 
request support, the nation’s biggest 
business lobby said they may have 
to unless they act soon to fix the 
problems at the cash-strapped state-
owned electricity company and to 
remove obstacles to economic growth.

Seeking help from the IMF would be 
politically dangerous for the ANC as it 
could be seen as a failure to manage 
the economy, and being answerable 
to a foreign institution would give 
ammunition to opposition parties 
such as the Economic Freedom 
Fighters that advocate wholesale 
nationalisation.

Waning confidence
The possibility of IMF assistance 

“is in the headlines because people 
doubt the ability of the state to effect 
any economic reforms that are urgent 
and so required for us to deal with the 
structural problems,” said Lumkile 
Mondi, an economics lecturer at the 
University of the Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg. “People have got no 

confidence, so they’re looking for 
a third party to help us implement 
a form of a structural-adjustment 
program.”

Business confidence has cooled 
from the two-year high it reached after 
Ramaphosa won the leadership of the 
ruling party and took over as president 
of the country in February 2018. He 
has pledged to create jobs and make 
it easier to do business as he seeks to 
lure $100 billion in new investment.

The government will announce a 
plan to improve the economy within 
weeks, Minister in the Presidency 
Jackson Mthembu told reporters on 
August 8. “There is no need or appetite 
from the South African government to 
approach any financial institution for 
help.” Budget constraints amid weak 
economic growth have prompted calls 
for urgent action.

Eskom has R440 billion of debt 
and is battling to meet demand for 
electricity from ageing plants. The 
government’s plan to give it R128 
billion in assistance over three years 
will add to state liabilities and widen 
the fiscal shortfall. Fitch Ratings 
estimates the budget gap may climb 
to 6.3% of gross domestic product this 
year, and government debt to 68% 
of GDP in two years. That’s at a time 
when the economy contracted the 
most in a decade in the first quarter 
and unemployment climbed to 29%.

Allocating new broadband 
spectrum and simplifying visa rules to 
boost tourism and bring in necessary 
skills are “readily achievable policies” 
that can boost confidence, the IMF’s 
resident representative in South 
Africa, Montfort Mlachila, said last 
week. Other measures that could help 
are more labor-market flexibility and 
leaner state-owned companies.

South Africa’s floating exchange rate 
acts as a buffer to external shocks and 
gives it the resilience to avoid running 
into balance-of-payments trouble, 
said Razia Khan, chief economist for 
Africa and the Middle East at Standard 
Chartered Bank. International 
reserves of $49.8 billion and the fact 
that external debt is mostly rand-
denominated provide additional 
support, she said. 

ConCern 

 NAIROBI

The difference in stand-
ards and low capacity will 
hinder Tanzania’s quest to 
export maize flour to Kenya, 
Agriculture PS Hamadi Boga 
has said.

Kenyan flour is fortified, 
which is a requirement by 
the Kenya Bureau of Stand-
ards (Kebs), while most of 
the Tanzanian commodity 
is not, making access to the 
local market difficult. On ca-
pacity, Prof Boga said Tanza-
nia’s largest miller has a ca-
pacity of 100 metric tonnes 

a day compared to Kenya’s 
total daily capacity of 16,000 
tonnes

“These factors of stand-
ards and low output makes 
the plans of importing flour 
from Tanzania unviable,” he 
told the Daily Nation in an 
interview. “Maize flour from 
outside the country must 
be attuned to the consumer 
preferences in Kenya.”

Tanzania President John 
Magufuli last month said 
his country would only ex-
port flour, not maize grain to 
Kenya as earlier announced. 
Maize trade was part of bilat-

eral deals agreed upon dur-
ing President Uhuru Keny-
atta’s visit to Tanzania.

The move might come as 
a relief to millers who had 
opposed the plan by Tanza-
nia to export maize flour to 
ease the current shortage, 
arguing that it would desta-
bilise the market and subject 
them to losses. The proces-
sors argued they buy maize 
at Sh4,000 for a 90-kilo bag 
and bringing in flour from 
Tanzania would render 
theirs uncompetitive.

Agriculture Secretary 
Mwangi Kiunjuri’s an-

nouncement in April that 
the maize gap needed to be 
bridged through imports 
was greeted with murmurs, 
with MPs, the national Stra-
tegic Food Reserve Trust 
Fund and former Prime 
Minister Raila Odinga claim-
ing there was enough food in 
the country and that impor-
tation was choreographed 
by “cartels.”

“We cannot bring in maize 
from Mexico. We are going 
to scout the grain from Com-
mon Market for Eastern and 
Southern Africa countries,” 
Mr Kiunjuri told MPs last 

week in an abrupt change of 
stance last month.

In March, the ministry 
said there were 21 million 
bags of maize in the country 
forecast to last until the end 
of June with deficit having 
to be filled through imports. 
However, political pressure 
has seen government back-
track from importing out-
side the region. The inflow 
of maize from Tanzania and 
Uganda has helped to stabi-
lise the price of flour now 
maintained at Sh123 for a 
two-kilogramme packet in 
the last two months.

Minister in the Presidency Jackson Mthembu. 

Kenya, Agriculture PS Hamadi Boga. 

NAIROBI

Enterprise software firm 
VMWare has expanded the 
VMWare Academy: Virtualise 
Africa programme and 
confirmed an MOU established 
with Kenya’s Strathmore 
University’s @iLabAfrica 
centre.

The company and academic 
institution share the vision to 
empower the continent’s fast-
growing, young population 
to enter the digital workforce 
“with confidence and 
expertise”, and thereby help to 
address the skills gap.

VMWare’s objective is to 
engage key stakeholders across 
academia, government and 
industry to equip students 
with the technical skills and 
certifications they require to 
succeed in the digital economy.

In a statement released 

by VMWare, the company 
explains: “The African labour 
market is experiencing 
significant disruption due 
to fast-paced technological 
advances. With the emergence 
of new fields such as artificial 
intelligence (AI), machine-
learning, Internet of Things 
(IOT) and cloud computing, 
business models have 
radically changed and so 
have the skill sets required by 
individuals to thrive in this new 
environment.”

Via the partnership 
with VMWare, Strathmore 
University has begun 
integrating a range of VMWare 
developed courses into its 
curricula – these cover topics 
such as virtualisation, cloud 
computing, AI and IOT. This is 
facilitated through subsidised 
software licenses and 
certification vouchers from 

VMWare.
@iLabAfrica, a Centre of Ex-

cellence in Research and In-
novation in Information Com-
munication Technology at the 
University, is spearheading the 
rollout with 20 trainers and 
over 100 students at the Uni-
versity participating.

The students will be able 
to benefit from access to 
high-quality learning online 
resources, hands-on lab expe-
riences to develop technical 
skills, and the opportunity to 
achieve industry-recognised 
VMware certification to com-
plement their chosen fields of 
study.

Dr. Joseph Sevilla, Director @
iLabAfrica, Strathmore Univer-
sity, “Our shared goal with VM-
ware is to become the VMware 
IT Academy regional lead for 
East Africa, training lecturers 
and students from Strathmore 

and other universities plus fa-
cilitating their participation in 
the programme. Increased ac-
cess to this type of education 
and training for students is a 
critical part of Africa realising 
the potential of its youth and a 
prosperous Africa.”

Thomas MacKay, Senior Di-
rector for Global Strategic Pro-
grams, VMware, added: “Skills 
development is recognised as 
a key component for economic 
growth and prosperity. VM-
ware IT Academy: Virtualise 
Africa helps educational in-
stitutions align curricula with 
the skills needed for the labour 
market, thereby building talent 
for Africa’s jobs of today and 
tomorrow. Our discussions to 
form a strategic collaboration 
with Strathmore University is 
a significant milestone in this 
programme, and will bring 
new skills and opportunities to 

its students, and in the future 
to many more young people in 
East Africa.”

VMWare acknowledges the 
difficulty that some academic 
institutions have in ensuring all 
graduates are able to secure a 
foothold in the job market. Part 
of the problem is that students 
are required to have hands-
on practical experience with 
specific platforms in order to 
secure employment.

Although there is no formal 
recruitment component to the 
Virtualise Africa programme, 
it does enable students to 
gain this practical experience. 
VMWare has noted the growth 
of the cloud services market in 
Africa, particularly in regions 
like Kenya, and believes its 
experience and positioning 
as a cloud provider will help 
develop skills and make these 
available to the market.

handled by Tanzania Revenue 
Authority.

Speaking at the meeting, a con-
sultant called Professor Lusato  
Kurwijila said the country has 
massive potential to develop the 
dairy industry into a world class 
establishment capable of domi-
nating the region. Prof Kurwijila 
said with only about 3 percent 
of more than 2.4 million tons of 
milk produced in the country 
being processed, growth poten-
tial is massive.

“I call upon the government to 
enact a Business Facilitation Act 

that will amend the various laws 
and regulations that impede on 
the ease of doing business in the 
country,” Prof Kurwijila advised 
pointing out that authorities in 
Dodoma should adopt a similar 
law as Mauritius which is one of 
the most favourable investment 
jurisdictions in Africa.

He said it takes between five 
to 54 days to process projects at 
different levels with several gov-
ernment agencies which some-
times can reach between a year 
and two for an investor to access 
land to establish a dairy farm.

synergy 

VMWare, Strathmore University partner 

in enriching digital skills pool for Africa 
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Treasury PS urges TIB Bank Ltd 
management to pursue debtors

ULTIMATUM 

 JOHANNESBURG 

Shoprite missed full-year 

earnings forecasts yesterday, hit by 

inventory shortages in South Africa 

and currency devaluations in the 

rest of Africa, which overshadowed 

an improved second half in its 

home market.

The owner of Checkers and 

Usave retail chains is recovering 

from a poor first half when sales 

and profit were hit by a strike at its 

largest distribution centre at home 

and installation of a new IT system 

which disrupted supply chains.

The retailer reported significantly 

improved growth in the second half, 

driven mainly by its Supermarkets 

South Africa operation, where 

sales rose by 7.4% in the six-months 

ended June 30 and 9.4% in the final 

quarter. This business generates 

74.9% of group sales.

“We believe that the market share 

gains reflected in the most recent 

quarter are testament to our core 

South African business being back 

to full operational strength,” Chief 

Executive Officer Pieter Engelbrecht 

said in a statement.

But the improved second half was 

not enough to lift basic headline 

earnings per share, which fell 19.6% 

to 780.8 cents in the full-year to June 

30, compared with a restated figure 

of 971.4 cents a year earlier. Diluted 

headline earnings also fell by 19.6%. 

Analysts had forecast a fall of 15.5%, 

IBES data from Refinitiv showed. At 

0920 GMT, Shoprite’s shares were 

down 2.25%.

“Notwithstanding the much 

improved recent performance in 

our core Supermarkets South Africa 

division, it was a testing year,” 

Engelbrecht said. “A constrained 

economy, inventory shortages 

post industrial action and the 

implementation of a new enterprise 

wide IT system across our store 

base resulted in lost sales.”

In-stock levels at the 

Supermarkets South Africa business 

are now higher than before it 

implemented the new system, 

Engelbrecht added. The retailer, 

with more than 2 900 stores, also 

blamed currency devaluation in 

markets such as Angola – its biggest 

operation outside South Africa 

– a trading loss outside its home 

market, higher minimum wages 

and rent and electricity costs at 

home. As a result of the currency 

depreciation in Angola and other 

countries such as Zambia and 

Nigeria, the rest of Africa business 

reported a trading loss of R265 

million ($17.19 million) for the year.

Engelbrecht said Shoprite 

remained committed to its 

customers in the 14 African 

countries it operates in outside 

South Africa, despite there being 

no respite in short-term trading 

conditions in the rest of Africa 

region. “With respect to non-South 

Africa, persistently challenging 

trading conditions in the year 

ahead are likely to hamper our 

ability to return to profitability,” the 

retailer said.

DECELERATION 

Shoprite misses year’s forecasts 
despite stronger home market

 By Guardian Reporter

P
EOPLE and compa-

nies which borrowed 

billions of shillings 

from TIB Bank Limited 

should be pursued and ensure that 

they repay their debts, Deputy Per-

manent Secretary at Ministry of 

Finance, Dr Khatibu Kazungu has 

said.

Dr Kazungu told TIB Bank’s top 

management team led by Man-

aging Director, Charles Singili in 

Dar es Salaam yesterday that bad 

debtors have depleted the long 

term lender’s liquidity availability 

hence should be pressured to re-

pay their loans.

“Borrowers who have defaulted 

repayment should relentlessly be 

pursued because they are affect-

ing the bank’s capitalization as 

required by Bank of Tanzania,” Dr 

Kazungu said while noting that as 

a long term lender, TIB is an im-

portant government institution re-

quired to back an industrialization 

agenda.

He said TIB also need strong 

capital based and solid liquid-

ity position in order to meet the 

growing market demand for long 

term loans needed to invest in in-

dustries.

Briefing Dr Kazungu on TIB’s 

performance, Managing Director 

Singili acknowledged the impact 

which bad debts have imposed on 

the bank saying his management is 

already pursuing the defaulters to 

GROWTH 

RSSB reaches Rwf1 trillion in assets
KIGALI

Rwanda Social Security 
Board (RSSB)’s investment 
portfolio has reached 
Rwf1 trillion after a good 
performance registered by the 
body in the last fiscal year 2018-
2019, the Fund’s officials have 
said.

The revelation was made 
on Monday by RSSB’s Director 
General, Richard Tusabe, 
during a press conference 
held at the body’s office to 
announce its performance in 
the completed fiscal year 2018-
2019.

“It’s a promising overview,” 
Tusabe said after describing the 
fund’s performance in different 

areas in which it offers services. 
RSSB’s total investment 
portfolio was Rwf891.7billion 
by the end of the previous fiscal 
year 2017-2018, which means 
that the fund’s assets such as 
the value of its real estates, 
treasury bonds, and shares in 
banks have grown positively.

Vision City, the biggest 
housing project in Rwanda 
and financed by RSSB, consists 
of 504 villas and apartment 
units. Sam Ngendahimana. 
“We are growing year after 
year,” Tusabe said after stating 
that the Fund had reached the 
Rwf1 trillion mark in value of its 
investment portfolio.

In the completed fiscal 
year the fund’s net return 

on investment was Rwf48.6 
billion, up from Rwf45billion 
in the fiscal year 2017-2018. The 
fund currently manages five 
schemes that include pensions, 
occupational hazards, 
community-based health 
insurance (CBHI), maternity 
leave benefits, and Ejo Heza 
long term savings scheme.

In order to remain profitable 
and meet its obligations towards 
its contributors over the long 
term, RSSB makes investments 
in different areas such as 
buying shares in profitable 
companies, making profitable 
deposits in commercial banks, 
and investing in building real 
estate for both sale and rent.

Tusabe, who took over 

the management of RSSB in 
October last year, said that the 
Fund will continue to invest in 
profitable projects in the future, 
with net return on investment 
for the current fiscal year (2019-
2020) expected to be Rwf57 
billion.

“We are optimistic that we are 
going to grow the investment 
income,” he said after revealing 
the target for net return on 
investment in the current 
fiscal year. In October last year, 
the Minister for Finance and 
Economic Planning, Uzziel 
Ndagijimana, told journalists 
that RSSB had remained 
profitable despite the fact that 
some of its investments had 
failed to make returns.

ensure that they repay their loans.

“This is a state bank which was 

established purposefully to pro-

vide long term development fi-

nancing both by the public and 

private sectors,” Singili noted 

while advising people or institu-

tions that borrow from banks to 

ensure that such monies are in-

vested in productive projects.

He pointed out that as long term 

lender, TIB has no competitors in 

the market because commercial 

banks are interested in short term 

lending. “Taking the country’s Five 

Year Development Plan for 2016/17 

to 2020/21, the amount of money 

proposed to cover development 

projects cannot be raised through 

taxation only but also long term 

lenders like TIB to subsidise the 

same,” the TIB Bank Managing Di-

rector noted.

He suggested that TIB may in 

future seek cash from capital mar-

kets to back government’s devel-

opment efforts which required 

long term lending.

Richard Tusabe, the Director General of Rwanda Social Security Board, speaks during the news conference in Kigali yesterday.

Shoprite CEO, Pieter Engelbrecht.

Deputy Permanent Secretary at Ministry of Finance, Dr Khatib Kazungu (L) accompanied by his host, TIB Bank’s Managing Director, Charles Singili (R) when he 
visited the long term lender’s Dar es Salaam offices yesterday. Photo: Ministry of Finance.

 NAIROBI

Diamond Trust Bank (DTB) has posted a 10.8 percent 

jump in net profit for the six months to June, 2019, to hit 

Sh4.1 billion from Sh3.7 billion last year. This is mostly by 

tightening recovery of bad loans to offset provisioning.

The lender saved Sh1.1 billion on lower provisioning af-

ter it managed to turn around and start cutting down bad 

loans which stood at Sh15.1 billion in June from Sh15.2 bil-

lion. DTB has proposed not to pay interim dividends as 

earnings from loans declined from Sh11 billon to Sh9.9 bil-

lion after it cut back lending to Sh190.7 billion from Sh198.2 

billion in the first half of last year.

“In line with the practice adopted in recent years, the 

directors do not propose the payment of an interim divi-

dend,” the lender said. The group managed to balance its 

growth in deposits with costs from interest expense which 

reduced from Sh6.7 billion last year to Sh6 billion even as 

customer deposit rose from Sh281 billion to Sh283 billion.

As the bank cut lending following industry trend after 

the rate cap, focus has shifted in making money away from 

interest income where DTB made Sh2.9 billion up from 

Sh2.7 billion last year supported from foreign exchange 

trading income.

The lender has also been managing its balance sheet by 

cutting on long-term borrowed funds from Sh16.9 billion 

in June last year to Sh13.2 billion in the first half of 2019. 

DTB says it holds long-term notes that bear interest at rates 

referenced to the six months Libor including debt facilities 

of Sh2.8 billion ($28 million) raised from the International 

Finance Corporation (IFC) and Sh2.5 billion ($25 million) 

raised from the African Development Bank (AfDB).

It also holds loan facilities of Sh1.66 billion ($16.6 mil-

lion), Sh2.28 billion ($22.8 million), Sh500 million ($5 mil-

lion) and Sh1 billion ($10 million) raised from Proparco, 

Deutsche Investitions- und Entwicklungsgesellschaft 

(DEG), Agence Française de Development (AFD) and Afri-

can Development Bank respectively.

APPRECIATION 

DTB net earnings 
jump by 10.8pct 
after it moves to 
rein in bad loans
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BUSINESS NEWS

Tesla taken to task over quality in BMW’s heartland

Mercedes admits it installed spy 
tracker devices in thousands of cars

 LONDON 

Mercedes has fitted spy tracker devices to 

thousands of high-performance cars. The 

secret sensors have been fitted to new and 

used models, enabling the manufacturer to 

view each car’s exact location.

It claims the devices are only activated in 

“exceptional circumstances” where custom-

ers default on finance agreements and says 

they have not been used to permanently 

track customers or access real-time data. But 

it admits it shared the data with third-party 

bailiffs and recovery firms.

The company said: “When a customer 

chooses to finance the purchase of their 

car this way, they sign a contract and agree 

to the location sensors in the car being acti-

vated in the event that they default or breach 

their agreement. “This clause in the finance 

contract is in bold print, just above the cus-

tomer’s signature.

“Locating the car is part of the reposses-

sion process and is not permanently track-

ing customers. “It is only activated in excep-

tional circumstances where the customer 

has breached their finance agreement and 

repeatedly failed to reply to requests to con-

tact us.” Mercedes’ rivals, including BMW 

and Jaguar Land Rover, say they do not carry 

out similar tracking.

British politician David Davis told the Sun 

newspaper: “This is not the first time big 

business has behaved like Big Brother – but 

it’s rare to be quite as deceitful as this. “I 

have to question whether it is even legal to 

pass on information to other people such as 

bailiffs. “I would think the relevant minister 

ought to look very closely at the legality of 

this procedure.” 

In the UK, an estimated 80 per cent of Mer-

cedes’ vehicles are sold on finance plans. It is 

illegal under EU data protection laws to track 

a vehicle without the driver’s knowledge, but 

cars bought on finance agreements include a 

clause about location sensors which custom-

ers must sign up to.

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE  
 
MONDAY  19 Aug  
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Igizo: Ahadi 
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00 Kimya Milele
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Jungu kuu rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Series: Iris
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00   Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   Mapishi rpt
18:30 Kesho Leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Insta Bet 
22:15 Series: Iris
23:00   Habari
23:30   The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 CNN International

TUESDAY 20 Aug
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 Habari  
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa 
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Shamsham za pwani
10:55   Habari za saa   
11:00   Shamsham za pwani
11:25   Igizo: Mtego
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera   
12:30 Afya ya jamii rpt
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Uchumi na biashara
13:30   Kipindi Maalum: Tafakari rpt
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Series rpt: Iris 
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30   Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean Drama: The Great 

queen Seonduk
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00   Tanzania yetu
21:30 Chetu ni chetu
22:15 Series: Iris

23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

WEDNESDAY 21 Aug 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00   Watoto wetu
10:30   Korean: The Great queen 

Seonduk 
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Korean:The Great 

queenSeonduk
11:15   Jagina
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30   Jarida la wanawake rpt
13:00   Dakika 45
14:00 Series rpt; Iris  
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15   Mizengwe rpt 
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tafakari
19:30 Isidingo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe? 
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40 Kipindi Maaum: Kesho leo
22:15 Series: Iris 
23:00   Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera  
2:00 CNN International

THURSDAY  22 August
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Isidingo 
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu
10:30   Igizo: Kivuko
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Igizo: Kivuko
11:15 Kesho leo rpt
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue Sheria
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00   Sanaa na wasanii 
13:30 Tanzania yetu
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00 Mr Tanzania Rpt
14:55   Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00	 Usairi	wako
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00 Habari
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

  
FRIDAY 23 Aug 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55     Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     Isidingo
9:55     Habari za saa
10:00   Watoto wetu
10:30   Hawavumi lakini wamo
10:55   Habari za saa
11:00   Hawavumi lakini wamo
11:30			Usairi	wako
11:55   Habari za saa
12:00   Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55   Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55   Habari za saa
14:00   Kipindi Maalum rpt
14:15   Series rpt: Iris 
14:55   Habari za saa  
15:00 Meza huru –live
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base
17:30 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15   Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30 Shamba lulu
19:00 Uchumi na biashara
19:30 Isidingo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima joto
23:00 Habari 
23:30 The Base
00:30 CNN International 

SATURDAY  24 Aug
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:45	 Usairi	wako
12:30 Series rpt: Iris 
13:45 Igizo rpt: Kivuko
14:15 Igizo rpt: Ahadi
14:45 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
15:00 Igizo rpt: Kimya Milele
15:30 Igizo: Mtego rpt
16:00 Mr Tanzania 
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Igizo: Ahadi 
19:00 Sanaa na wasanii
19:30 Jungu Kuu 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Igizo: Kimya Milele
21:30 Kesho Leo
22:00 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:15 Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:00 Isidingo rpt  
01:30 CNN International 
 
SUNDAY 25 Aug 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 

10:00 Isidingo  
11:45 Aibu Yako
11:50 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt  
12:50 Bongo Movie rpt: Shinikizo
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00 Mwangaza 
16:00 Mr Tanzania
16:45 Igizo: Ahadi
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30 Mizengwe rpt
18:45   Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Biko
21:10 Mizengwe  
21:30 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: Hazard 
00:30 Series rpt: Iris
    

CAPITAL 
 
 
Wed 21 Aug
06:00  Al jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00 Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt
12:30 Culinary delight rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45 Series rpt: The Land of wind
14:30 Local Pgm: The Monday 

Agenda Rpt
15:15 Capchat rpt 
16:15 CNN International
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza Huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series:  Grapes of wine
20:45  Series: The land of wind 
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  22 Aug
06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00 Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Sports Gazette
12:30 Out n’ About rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45 Series rpt: The land of wind
14:30 Business Edition rpt
15:00 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30 Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Grapes of wine
20:45 Series: The land of wind
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid  23Aug 

06:00  Al Jazeera
08:00 CNN International  News
09:00 Al Jazeera
10:00  Kumekucha
10:30 Kumekucha Michezo
11:30 Kumekucha Kishindo 
12:00 Innovation rpt
12:30 The Décor rpt
13:00 Series rpt: Grapes of wine
13:45 Series rpt: The land of wind
14:30  Chetu ni chetu rpt
15:00 Korean Dram rpt: Emperor of 

the sea 
16:00 CNN International
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  Meza Huru
19:00  Drive it
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Series: The land of wind
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat  24 Aug
08:00 CNN International
09:00 Drive It rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usairi	wako	rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt: The land of 

wind
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Iron Chef.
21:00  Out n                                                                           

About
21:30	 Movie:	Hollywood	iles
23:00 Stars & Scars rpt
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  25 Aug
08:00 CNN International
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Iron chef rpt
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  Shamba lulu
13:30  Series rpt: Grapes of wine
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Drive it rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary 

Delights
20:00 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor 

of the sea 
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Series rpt: The land of wind
00:00 Al Jazeera

Stefan Moeller, co-founder of Nextmove,with Tesla Model S, left, and a Tesla Inc. Model X. 

ESPIONAGE 

Sand from Sardinia. 

S
tefan Moeller began this year with 

an ambitious target: to make his 

car-rental company Nextmove the 

biggest Tesla customer in Germany 

by adding 100 Model 3s to its fleet. He likened 

the electric car’s arrival on Europe’s shores to 

a tsunami washing over a region that’s been 

slow to embrace battery-powered cars.

But the powerful wave Mr Moeller expect-

ed has collapsed to a trickle. After weeks of 

back and forth over unfulfilled repair work 

and quality issues involving the initial 15 sa-

loons that Tesla delivered - from scratched 

bumpers to moisture trapped behind the 

headlights - the order of the remaining 85 

Model 3s was called off. Tesla also tried to 

deliver cars that had been previously regis-

tered, which would have locked Nextmove 

out of Germany’s electric-car incentive pro-

gramme and potential tax refunds, Mr Moe-

ller said.

“The Model 3 is a fantastic car. Some of our 

customers totally fell in love with it,” said Mr 

Moeller, whose Leipzig-based company has 

more than 300 electric vehicles in its fleet, 

including 38 Model S and a dozen Model X. 

“But the organisation behind it doesn’t match 

that. It’s really sobering.”

Subpar service could be a barrier to Tesla 

making more of an impact in Germany, where 

exacting car owners value how painstakingly 

blamed the registration 

issue that Nextmove de-

scribed on a temporary is-

sue with matching identifi-

cation numbers to vehicles 

and said it was resolved for 

impacted customers.

Poor service is an issue 

that’s already plagued Tesla 

in Norway, Europe’s larg-

est electric-car market per 

capita. Dented and slop-

pily painted vehicles have 

fuelled the highest level of 

complaints per unit among 

all car makers, according 

to the nation’s consumer 

watchdog.

In Europe, Tesla is racing 

against time as more estab-

lished players wake up to 

the electric future. The con-

tinent is projected to be the 

world’s second-largest driv-

er of electric cars in the next 

decade, trailing only China. 

Customers can already 

choose between a growing 

number of battery-powered 

models from the likes of 

Mercedes-Benz, Jaguar and 

Audi.

Mr Moeller says Tesla’s 

issues extend beyond the 

Model 3. He spent two years 

waiting for the car maker 

to replace a seat in a Model 

X that was delivered in July 

2017 with a hole in it. A Mod-

el 3 arrived more recently 

with a protruding bulge on 

one tire. Mr Moeller shared 

with Bloomberg News his 

email correspondence with 

Tesla and photos of the 

blemished vehicles.

The Tesla spokesperson 

said the company’s data 

doesn’t indicate any unu-

sual vehicle quality issues 

specific to Germany or any-

where else in the world. The 

company said there’s a small 

chance cars are blemished 

during transport to custom-

ers and that it addresses 

those issues quickly.

Nextmove isn’t an isolated 

case. German social-media 

platforms and online forums 

are abuzz with customers 

airing complaints about 

faulty parts from sensors to 

suspensions. Many also de-

scribe Tesla’s sales organisa-

tion in the country as unre-

sponsive.

“I’m still thrilled by the car 

because it’s just so much bet-

ter than anything I’ve driven 

before but the quality of the 

service and some technical 

parts are seriously worry-

ing,” Rouven Volk, who said 

he ordered his Model 3 in 

February and was slated 

to take delivery less than a 

month later.

Mr Volk chronicled an od-

yssey with Tesla that began 

with a car that couldn’t be 

handed over because of a 

defective main display. The 

company opted to source 

another Model 3 from its Eu-

ropean pool and set a new 

handover date for a month 

later. Then, the car had 

stains on the outside and 

in the interior, and a cable 

dangled from where there 

should have been a light for 

the back seats. The charging 

cables and winter tyres he 

ordered were nowhere to be 

found.

cancel its remaining Model 3 

order wasn’t entirely due to 

quality issues and was large-

ly influenced by frustration 

with an unrelated dispute 

earlier in the year, according 

to a spokesperson. The car 

maker was in the process 

of making repairs and had 

provided loan vehicles to 

the customer at the time the 

order was cancelled. Next-

move insists it was Tesla that 

cancelled the order, after 

the rental-car company de-

manded an improved pro-

cess for handovers and fixes.

The Tesla spokesperson 

 ROME 

A French couple have been caught with 
40 kilograms of sand from Sardinia in their 
car. Removing the island’s famed white sand 
is forbidden and the pair could face up to 
six years in prison for the theft following a 
clampdown.

They were found with 14 plastic bottles full 
of the sand as they tried to board a ferry and 
said they were taking it as a souvenir. The 
island introduced a law in 2017 to ban the 
removal of sand due to reverse a growing 
trend. People taking it can face a £2,750 fine 
or up to six years in jail.

Authorities at Olbia airport carry out bag 
checks to catch passengers taking the sand 
home with them. In the past decade the au-

thorities have seized in excess of 10 tonnes. 
Airport officials confiscate about 2 tonnes of 
stolen sand a year and 500kg was seized at 
the ferry terminal last year.

“It’s striking, because it gives us an idea of 
how widespread taking sand from beaches 
really is,” Augusto Navone, the head of the 
Tavolara nature reserve, said. Earlier this 
month, an Italian man, 40, who lives in the 
UK, was fined €1,000 after police caught him 
in possession of a bottle of sand from Gallura 
beach, on the island’s north coast.

The German embassy in Rome warned 
holidaymakers against stealing Sardinia’s 
sand. It wrote: “Sardinia has some of the most 
beautiful beaches in Italy, for example Cala 
Goloritzè, but the taking of sand, stones and 
molluscs is a serious problem.”

Tourists face up to six years in jail 
after stealing sand from Sardinia

WARNING 

their BMWs and Mercedes are cared for just 

as much as the speed of the Autobahn. Chief 

executive Elon Musk, who’s famously inimi-

cal to Twitter critiques, acknowledged ear-

lier this year that a lack of service centres 

in Germany was hampering the company’s 

growth there.

Tesla believes Nextmove’s decision to 
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LONDON 

 BRITISH Prime Minister Boris John-
son is facing rising criticism of his Brex-
it strategy at home as he increases pres-
sure on the European Union to re-open 
negotiations ahead of key meetings 
with his French and German counter-
parts later this week.

The prime minister’s office said Mon-
day that the right of EU citizens to work 
in the UK without restrictions would 
end on Nov 1 if Britain leaves the bloc 
without a Brexit deal.

British government officials also 
rejected demands by lawmakers for 
Johnson to recall Parliament from its 
summer recess so that lawmakers can 
scrutinize the prime minister’s Brexit 
strategy.

The developments came a day after 
a leaked report showed that the Brit-
ish government is preparing for wide-
spread shortages of food, fuel and med-
icines in the event of a no-deal Brexit. 

Since taking office last month, John-
son has pledged Britain will leave the 
EU on Oct 31 with or without a deal, 

saying the only way to force European 
officials to negotiate is to make sure 
that leaving without an agreement is a 
real possibility.

“Now, of course, our friends and part-
ners on the other side of the Channel 
are showing a little bit of reluctance at 
the moment to change their position,” 
Johnson told Sky News on Monday. 
“That’s fine - I’m confident that they 
will - but in the meantime we have to 
get ready for a no-deal outcome.”

Johnson plans to meet with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel today in 
Berlin and French President Emma-
nuel Macron tomorrow in Paris, before 
traveling to a summit of G-7 leaders this 
weekend in Biarritz, France.

Meanwhile, more than 100 British 
lawmakers have signed a letter asking 
Johnson to recall Parliament because 
of concerns about his Brexit strategy. 
Caroline Lucas, the Green Party’s only 
member of Parliament, said lawmakers 
should return to Westminster because 
of the “impending national emergen-
cy” the country is facing.

“MPs should be in Parliament hold-

UK PM Boris Johnson 
faces rising Brexit 
strategy criticism

ing an increasingly reckless prime minister to ac-
count,” Lucas told the BBC. 

“He’s putting his foot on the accelerator, driving 
the country off the cliff edge as if he had a huge 
mandate and overwhelming support. Well, he has 
no mandate for this.”

Johnson’s government has a one-seat majority 
in the House of Commons and he hasn’t faced a 
national election as party leader. Johnson became 
prime minister after the Conservative Party se-
lected him as its leader. He replaced Theresa May, 
who stepped down after Parliament three times 
rejected the Brexit deal she had negotiated with 
the EU.

Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the opposition Labour 
Party, vowed Monday to do “everything neces-
sary” to prevent the UK from leaving the EU with-
out a deal.

This includes calling a no-confidence vote in 
Johnson’s government and, if it succeeds, fighting 
the general election with a pledge to hold a sec-
ond public vote on Brexit, Corbyn said in a speech 
in Northamptonshire. The public vote would in-
clude options on both sides of the question, in-
cluding the possibility of remaining in the EU.

“If MPs are serious about stopping a no-deal 
crash out, then they will vote down this reckless 
government,” Corbyn said. “And it falls to the lead-
er of the opposition to make sure no-deal does not 
happen and the people decide their own future.”

Johnson and Corbyn are fighting for support 
in an increasingly fractious country where Brexit 
cuts across traditional party lines.

 After a 2016 referendum in which the public 
voted to leave the EU, May spent more than two 
years negotiating a Brexit divorce agreement with 
the bloc. It was repeatedly rejected by Parliament, 
primarily because of concerns about keeping an 
open border between Northern Ireland and the 
Republic of Ireland.

Johnson wants to remove the Brexit agree-
ment’s so-called backstop clause, an insurance 
policy that could force Britain to remain part of 
the European customs union indefinitely to pre-
vent the reintroduction of checks along the Irish 
border.

Macron and other EU leaders insist the bloc 
should not renegotiate the hard-fought Brexit 
agreement.

    Agencies

AS the US government keeps slap-
ping additional tariffs on Chinese 
products, the owner of a bag company 
Sherrill Mosee in Pennsylvania is feel-
ing much stressed.

The trade war initiated by the US 
threatens the survival of American 
start-ups, since the soaring costs have 
become increasingly unbearable, the 
businesswoman told People’s Daily. 

Mosee was a nine-to-fiver who was 
always annoyed by the choice of bags 
when going out, and finally she decid-
ed to produce a fashionable and mul-
tipurpose bag by herself.

To find the proper production line 
was the biggest challenge for her after 
she completed designing the bag, as 
the manufacturing cost in the US was 
too high to afford for a start-up com-
pany like hers.

So Mosee resorted to Chinese manu-
facturers and she soon found an ideal 
supplier in China’s Guangdong prov-
ince which helped her enter  the mar-
ket at reasonable prices. 

After her brand MinkeeBlue of-
ficially hit market in 2014, the bags 
have been making satisfactory perfor-
mance in the US market, which makes 

Mosee feel very proud of what she 
has done. 

She told People’s Daily that it was 
the Chinese handbag manufactur-
ers who helped realize her dream to 
start a business.

However, now her business is 
faced with a survival crisis as the US 
government has announced the de-
cision to impose tariffs on a wider 
array of Chinese goods. 

If the 25 percent tariffs were im-
posed on her products, she would 
have to pay an extra 50 percent for 
imports from China, according to 

Mosee, who added that as a start-up, 
her company had limited capital and 
it couldn’t cope with the rising costs.

Mosee said she had only two choic-
es, either to transfer the cost to con-
sumers by raising the prices, or to 
close down her business. But to in-
crease prices was a risky and unsus-
tainable move, she noted worryingly.

It is impossible to find another 
proper supplier except China, be-
cause it took  a lot of time and efforts 
and China had a large number of 
skilled workforce, said the business-
woman, stressing that the US govern-

ment’s decision to impose additional 
tariffs meant a blow to her company.

MinkeeBlue is one of the many 
American small and medium- sized 
companies in such a plight since 
Washington started and escalated 
trade frictions. Most of these enter-
prises win their markets through 
cutting production costs in global 
supply chains. 

An earlier survey to 923 Ameri-
can small-business owners showed 
that more than one third of them 
thought the additional tariffs could 
harm their businesses, according to 

a report by the Wall Street Journal.
“From Wisconsin to South Caro-

lina, small businesses are start-
ing to lay off employees because 
of  Trump’s tariffs. Many firms have 
warned that the worst is yet to come, 
”said a Business Insider report. 

The interests of these companies 
could be further hurt as the US gov-
ernment widens the categories of 
imported Chinese goods subject to 
additional tariffs, according to media 
reports.

            People’s Daily

SYDNEY

AROUND half of the world’s 
coastlines will face changes to 
wave height, shape and direc-
tion if current climate change 
trajectory continues, Australian 
research has revealed yesterday.

A team of scientists led by Aus-
tralia’s Griffith University have 
used roughly 150 model simula-
tions to predict changes to “wave 
climate” by the end of the cen-
tury.

“Under a business-as-usual fu-
ture climate scenario, we found 
agreement in the projected fu-
ture changes in wave heights, 
lengths and/or directions along 
50 percent of the world’s coasts,” 
lead author Joao Morim from 
Griffith University said.

The research showed that 
roughly five percent of the 
world’s coast will experience 
an increase in wave size, while 
around 15 percent is expected to 
experience a decrease in wave 

size -- both of which will have the 
effect of changing coastal geogra-
phy. 

Some areas will experience 
changes in wave frequency and 
length which can see waves ex-
tending further up beaches and 
increasing the risk of wave-driv-
en flooding.

A predicted 20 percent of 
coastline will see waves travel-
ling in a slightly altered direction, 
with potentially significant con-
sequences for coastal or offshore 

infrastructure. 
While each of these factors can 

individually have significant ef-
fects, the research suggests that 
up to 40 percent of the world’s 
coastline will see simultaneous 
changes in wave height, frequen-
cy and direction. 

“This is the first time there has 
been a compilation and reanaly-
sis of the existing wave climate 
projections to identify two com-
ponents: the agreement among 
the different projections, and 

where there is agreement, what 
changes should we expect to 
see,” co-author Doctor Nick Cart-
wright said.

“Where there’s agreement 
among the models and what the 
extent of the change is, looking 
at different parameters such as 
wave height and direction in the 
offshore wave climate -- that is 
critical information in terms of 
what might happen at the coast-
line.”   

         Xinhua

Half of world’s coastlines to face altered wave conditions due to climate change - report

Chinese Foreign Ministry slams Moscow protests 

as Western interference in Russia’s affairs

BEIJING

SOME Western coun-
tries’ position and actions 
in relation to anti-govern-
ment protests in Moscow 
may be considered as 
interference in Russia’s 
domestic affairs, Chinese 
Foreign Ministry Spokes-
man Geng Shuang said at 
a briefing yesterday.

“We support the position of Russia’s authorities,” he 
said. “It is an example of interference in Russia’s domestic 
politics, which points to the West’s hegemonic claims,” the 
Chinese diplomat pointed out.

According to Geng Shuang (pictured), the measures that 
the Russian government has taken to improve the situa-
tion in Moscow are totally legal. “It is alarming that in this 
situation, certain Western countries spring out of nowhere 
and take malign actions,” he emphasized.

The August 10 rally was the fourth one conducted in 
support of independent candidates barred from running 
for the Moscow City Council. 

The previous rallies were held on July 20 and 27, as well 
as on August 3. Only the first one of them had been author-
ized by the Moscow Mayor’s Office.

According to Moscow police, about 600 people were 
detained in Moscow for participating in the August 3 un-
authorized rally. 

On July 27, over 1,000 protesters were detained. Ahead 
of the rallies, authorities issued warnings saying that viola-
tions of law would lead to liability.         Agencies

WASHINGTON

 
THE U.S. Department of Commerce 

announced on Monday that it will ex-
tend a temporary license loosening 
restrictions on business deals with Hua-
wei for another 90 days, yet it has also 
decided to add another 46 Huawei affili-
ates to the Entity List.

As Huawei said in response to the ad-
dition, the move is “politically motivat-
ed and has nothing to do with national 
security.”The commerce department 
first put Huawei and its 68 affiliates 
on the Entity List in May, which would 
restrict the sale or transfer of U.S. tech-
nologies to Huawei, evoking a so-called 
possible security threat posed by the 
use of Huawei’s technologies and hard-
ware.

However, given the fact that Washing-
ton has so far failed to offer any credible 
evidence to prove its accusations, its 
blacklisting of Huawei is a reflection of 
Washington’s logic of bullying.

Washington’s Huawei ban has drawn 
domestic and foreign objections. Some 
of U.S. domestic telecom carriers, es-
pecially those in rural areas, where the 
optical cable infrastructure is weak, 

Blacklisting Huawei reflects Washington’s unbridled bullying

Trade war threatens the survival of American start-ups

HELSINKI 

IRANIAN Foreign 
Minister Mohammad 
Javad Zarif said on 
Monday that his coun-
try has remained com-
mitted to the nuclear 
treaty and is willing to 
continue the dialogue. 

Zarif (pictured)  and 
Finnish Foreign Min-
ister Pekka Haavisto 
spoke to the media af-
ter their meeting in Helsinki. 

Commenting in Helsinki about the chances of Finland be-
coming a mediator between the United States and Iran, Zarif 
said that “a mediation should have some ground” and warned 
that the window for a dialogue may be closing. 

The Iran nuclear deal, or the Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action ( JCPOA), was reached in 2015 between Iran and 
the five permanent members of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council, namely China, France, Russia, United Kingdom, 
United States, plus Germany. 

But the US withdrew from JCPOA last year. 
 Zarif said Iran has shown its clear preference for coop-

eration and engagement through signing and negotiating the 
JCPOA. He also noted that Iran has remained committed to 
JCPOA despite US measures. 

He said that there was an election in the US, not a revolu-
tion, “so whatever the previous administration committed 
itself to, binds the new administration as well”. 

Zarif underlined that Iran is willing to continue the dia-
logue, but the window is closing. “There should be some 
ground for the work of a mediator. And the mediator should 
bring the US back to the table”. 

Haavisto told the media briefing that Finland views the 
JCPOA as a very important international agreement. “We 
should all do our best to keep the agreement alive. Finland is 
ready to do its part.” 

Zarif had said earlier that “a result better than the 2015 deal 
would not be reached,” and local commentators regarded 
the comment as an indication that Iran is not interested in 
negotiating about new terms. 

During the visit, Zarif also had talks with Finnish President 
Sauli Niinisto, Minister for Development Cooperation and 
Foreign Trade Ville Skinnari and representatives of the Hel-
sinki based conflict management organization, Crisis Man-
agement Initiative. 

Zarif welcomed the release of the tanker Grace 1(renamed 
Adrian Sarya 1) in Gibraltar. Asked to comment on the reports 
that the ship may go to Greece to offload its cargo, Zarif said 
Iran cannot be very transparent about the ship’s route on ac-
count of the US sanctions. 

 Finland raised its concern on maritime security in the 
Strait of Hormuz. Zarif said in the press conference that the 
maritime security in the Strait and Persian Gulf is important 
to Iran “but it must be available to everyone”. 

Finland took up the situation of the vessel Stena Impero 
held in Iran and appealed for the release of the ship and crew. 
At the press conference, Zarif did not mention a possible re-
lease of the Swedish-owned ship that sails under UK flag. 

     Agencies

Zarif: Iran is committed to nuclear 

deal, willing to continue talks

 British Prime Minister Boris John

consider the cost-effective Huawei 
equipment a better option.

According to estimates by the Rural 
Wireless Association, which represents 
55 member companies, the total cost 
for small U.S. wireless carriers to replace 
the equipment of Huawei and other 
Chinese providers would amount to 
800 million to 1 billion U.S. dollars. Such 
large-scale supply chain adjustment 
might compel some small companies to 
file for bankruptcy.

As Huawei is deeply embedded in 
the global supply chain, the Chinese 
company has been widely regarded as a 
time-proven, reliable and safe business 
partner. 

Therefore, it is not easy for Washing-
ton to persuade even its allies to ban 
Huawei over some groundless charges. 
The illusion that shutting Huawei out 
from the United States will give the 
country an upper hand in the global 5G 
competition is also flawed.

Washington’s abuse of the state ap-
paratus to arbitrarily crack down on a 
company will give rise to doubts about 
U.S. credibility and may diminish the 
country’s technological edge. 

The unfair restrictions on Huawei 

have forced the Chinese com-
pany to independently explore a 
painstaking path to research and 
innovation, whose outcomes 
may provide more options for 
the industry and customers 
worldwide. 

Huawei has already launched 
the HarmonyOS, an alternative 

operating system to Google’s An-
droid, which Huawei may poten-
tially be banned from using.

 “If the U.S. government does 
not allow Google to provide the 
Android operating system,” Ren 
Zhengfei, Huawei’s founder and 
chief executive officer told Sky 
News, “then the world may have 

a third operating system -- and 
that is not in the best benefit or 
interests of the United States.”

In today’s world of growing 
interdependence, the birth of 
technological breakthroughs 
increasingly requires mutually 
beneficial cooperation that tran-
scends national borders. Xinhua
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WANG Ziming, a fresh college 
graduate, together with three other 
Chinese volunteers, came to a pri-
mary school in Kfifan, a small village 
in north central Lebanon this July, 
where they taught percussion music, 
painting, and Chinese calligraphy to 
Syrian refugee children, in the hope 
to ease their trauma brought by the 
war.

“The war took away educational re-
sources from most of these children,” 
Wang told the People’s Daily, saying 
that despite of this, the stories told 
by the children about life and death, 
nostalgia, family, and dreams im-
pressed him a lot.

On painting classes, almost all the 
works finished by the children had 
similar themes---colorful houses or 
Syrian national flag, he added.

Wang and his fellows worked there 
as volunteers under the project or-
ganized by Common Future Fund, a 
non-governmental organization com-
mitted to international volunteer pro-
ject services under the guidance of 
China’s national level public-raising 
foundation, China Children and Teen-
agers’ Fund.

By organizing volunteer activities 
including teaching and cultural ex-
changes, Common Future Fund in-
tends to help promote the well-being 
of the Syrian refugee families and the 
underprivileged families in the host 
countries.  

By keeping accompany with these 
children, the Chinese volunteers 

soothed the fear and sorrow of the 
little victims of war, and lighted their 
hope for a bright future.

“Even though countless sad stories 
happened on every inch of the land 
of the country, these children deserve 
happiness. Where there are smiles, 
there is hope,” Wang said, adding that 
they were glad that they could offer 
some help.

“What gathers us here is nothing 
but the hope that we can help to al-
leviate the damage of wars to people, 
especially children,” said Liu Yiqiang, 
the initiator of the volunteer project.

The Chinese volunteers are warmly 
welcomed by heads of local schools 
and orphanages in Turkey, Lebanon, 
and Jordan. An executive of a Turkish 
orphanage said excitedly that these 
friends from China initiated a great 
undertaking as they were there to 
care for the children like mothers, 
sisters, and brothers.

Guo Jiayun, a volunteer in Jordan, 
shared a story in her journal. After a 
painting class, a little boy asked her to 
do a favor to write two Chinese char-
acters on his painting, and the words 
he chose are “China”.

“With every step we take on this 
land, we feel heavy responsibilities 
and know that we still have a long 
way to go. In the eyes of every child 
we have met here, we see aspiration 
for peace, knowledge, and the un-
known. Smile is more powerful than 
tears,” Guo wrote.

          People’s Daily

HARARE 

ZIMBABWE police deployed in force 
yesterday to block a street protest for 
the third time in five days, as the main 
opposition party said hopes were van-
ishing that the government might be-
come more tolerant of dissent than the 
regime it replaced. 

President Emmerson Mnangagwa 
was elected a year ago on a pro-reform 
ticket, promising a break with the po-
litical repression that characterised 
Robert Mugabe’s 37-year rule and an 
economic upturn. 

But the economy is mired in its worst 
crisis in a decade, and security forces 
have used strong-arm tactics to snuff 
out three attempts by the main opposi-
tion Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC) to hold street demonstrations 
since Friday. 

“There is a determined effort by 
the regime to ensure that there is no 
more democratic space,” MDC national 
spokesman Daniel Molokele said. 

“They are also deploying a lot of mili-
tary and police in the streets... It clearly 
shows that the new government is even 
worse than that of Robert Mugabe.” 

Yesterday’s heavy security deploy-
ment was in the central city of Gweru, 
where police - who had banned the 
march on Monday night - patrolled on 
foot and in lorries and cordoned off a 
university, a local journalist told Reu-
ters. 

The MDC said it would challenge the 
ban in court on Tuesday. The party 
failed to overturn two previous bans 
on marches in the capital Harare on 
Friday - where police rounded up MDC 
followers and dispersed them with ba-
tons and water cannon and tear gas 
- and in the second city Bulawayo on 
Monday. 

In the days before the planned Ha-
rare demonstration, six political activ-
ists were abducted from their homes at 
night and beaten by armed men, rights 
groups say. 

They also say the government has 
this year levied subversion charges 
against at least 24 activists and opposi-
tion leaders, the highest number in a 
single year. 

The MDC says the protest bans are 
unconstitutional, while police said they 
have had evidence the protests would 
turn violent and did not have enough 
manpower to monitor them. 

Bulawayo saw massive looting and 
destruction of property in January as 
protests against a steep rise in the price 
of fuel turned violent, triggering an 
army crackdown that killed more than 
a dozen people. 

Those deaths set a question mark 
against the 76-year-old president’s 
pledge to end the Mugabe-era repres-

sion - which the bans of recent days 
have further undermined. 

“The move to ban demonstrations 
predicated on a spurious assertion 
that the opposition is plotting violent 
regime change, is not sustainable,” said 
analyst Piers Pigou, Crisis Group’s sen-
ior consultant for southern Africa. 

“...This is contrary to the precepts of 
a “new administration” that President 
Mnangagwa and his team want to sell 
to the world. 

 The president, who served as a 
Mugabe aide over four decades, is also 
struggling to make good on promises 
that austerity-driven reforms will re-
vive the economy, as popular anger 
mounts over triple-digit inflation, roll-
ing power cuts and shortages of US dol-
lars, fuel and bread. 

The crisis has revived memories of 
the hyperinflation of a decade ago that 
forced Zimbabwe to ditch its currency.

   Agencies

Zimbabwe police block protest 
again, political reform hopes dim

HONG KONG

THE Hong Kong Special Ad-
ministrative Region (HKSAR) 
government will start work im-
mediately on building a platform 
for dialogue among all walks of 
life, the HKSAR Chief Executive 
Carrie Lam said yesterday.

While meeting the press, Lam 
(pictured) said she hopes all 
sides can show understanding 
and respect toward each other, 
and conduct dialogues in an 
open and direct manner with 
people of all classes with differ-
ent political stances and back-
grounds in a bid to find a way 
out for Hong Kong.

Lam said she and the heads 
of the government bureaus are 

willing to go directly to commu-
nities and talk with people.

On the economic situation in 
Hong Kong, Lam said the eco-
nomic figures for the first half of 
the year did not fully reflect the 
severity of the downside risks.

A raft of measures with total 
government spending of 19.1 
billion Hong Kong dollars (2.43 
billion U.S. dollars) have been 
rolled out to support growth 
and relieve the burden on busi-
nesses and individuals.

If necessary, the HKSAR gov-
ernment will adopt more such 
measures to support the econo-
my before the release of the pol-
icy address or the government 
budget, Lam said.

Lam pledged that the HKSAR 

government will keep moni-
toring the economic situation, 
make necessary preparations 
and propose effective measures.

The HKSAR government will 
act more boldly to deal with 
deep-seated problems and both 
high-level and grassroots of-
ficials will give priority to the 
need of residents when propos-
ing specific measures, Lam said.

During the past two years, the 
HKSAR government has taken 
effective measures in its policy 
address in areas such as housing, 
land and education to advance 
the economy and improve peo-
ple’s livelihood, Lam said.

Lam also responded positive-
ly to the new policy support for 
Shenzhen by the central govern-

ment.
China will build the southern 

city into a pilot demonstration 
area of socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, according to a 
document issued recently by the 
Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee and the State 
Council.

The city’s development to-
ward a pilot demonstration 
area will also be a boon to the 
complementary cooperation 
between Shenzhen and hong 
Kong, Lam said.

Of all cities in the Guangdong-
Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay 
Area, the relationship between 
Hong Kong and Shenzhen is the 
closest, she said.

“The two are very good part-

ners,” Lam said, adding that the 
two have built a high-level co-
operative mechanism and are 
jointly developing a technologi-
cal and innovation park.

Lam also said the Independ-
ent Police Complaints Council 
is working on an independent 
investigation into the causes 
and facts of the recent confron-
tations and violence, adding that 
a report will be submitted to her 
in six months and will also be 
available to the public.

“I hope that this is a very re-
sponsible response to the as-
pirations (of public) for better 
understanding of what has been 
taking place in Hong Kong,” she 
added.

           Xinhua

Hong Kong govt to start work immediately on building platform for dialogue - Carrie Lam

CAPE TOWN

GANG-INFESTED communities in 
and around Cape Town have started 
to question the effectiveness of army 
deployment as murder rate remained 
high, authorities said on Monday.

If communities do not feel safer, 
then the South African Defence Force 
(SANDF) and the South African Police 
Service (SAPS) are not fulfilling their 
role and their mandate, Western Cape 
Premier Alan Winde said. 

Releasing the latest update on crime 
statistics in gang-infested areas in and 
around Cape Town, Winde (pictured)  
said residents are a far cry from feeling 
safe after the deployment of troops in 
the fight against gang violence.

The metro region of the Western 
Cape saw 34 murders last weekend, 
with 21 deaths as a result of shootings, 
six as a result of stabbings, and seven 
as a result of other means, according 
to Winde. 

Although the weekend murder rate 
has declined from 47 murders record-
ed in the previous weekend, “this is 
of little comfort when 34 families are 
currently grieving the loss of a loved 
one,” said Winde. “We must be work-
ing towards zero, and nothing more,” 
he stressed.

On July 18, the SANDF began deploy-
ing troops in parts of the Cape Town 
metro where gangs had spiralled out 
of control.  

The troops were deployed to con-
duct cordon and search, observation, 
foot and vehicle patrols as well as to 
provide air support for police, with 
the aim of reducing crime in 10 speci-
fied hot spots. 

With a large number of the deaths 
last weekend taking place in these hot 
spots, “we have to question whether 
the promises made to the residents 
of the Western Cape by the police at 
the time of the deployment, are being 
kept,” Winde said.

The SAPS, due to their poor man-
agement, have lost control of the fight 
against crime, he claimed. The provin-
cial government will receive a report 
from the SAPS on crime and safety 
operations and the use of the SANDF, 
said Winde. “We want to understand 
what the police, working with the 
army, are doing to prevent crime and 
curb violence,” he said.

Minister of Police Bheki Cele has 
been criticized for turning a blind eye 
to a request for a fully resourced and 
functioning police service with an ef-
fective and committed management 
in the Western Cape.

Confronted by rising crimes, the 
Western Cape’s police force is dra-
matically under-resourced compared 
to other provinces run by the ruling 
African National Congress (ANC), ac-
cording to Winde.

The Western Cape, the only prov-
ince run by an opposition party, has 
requested more police officers but to 
no avail. 

While one officer must protect 375 
people on average nationally, in the 
Western Cape, the ratio is 1:509.

The opposition Democratic Alliance, 
which administers the Western Cape, 
accuses the ANC of turning a blind eye 
to rising crimes in the province in a 
bid to weaken the DA’s control. 

   Xinhua

South African gang-

infested communities 

question effectiveness 

of army deployment

Chinese volunteers 
bring back happiness to 
Syrian refugee children

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN Deputy Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Ryabkov told TASS yes-
terday that the Pentagon’s test of 
a cruise missile with a range that 
would have flouted the Interme-
diate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty is regrettable, and now 
Washington has set the course for 
increasing tensions.

“It is noteworthy that the test of 
an advanced Tomahawk-type mis-
sile was conducted just 16 days after 
the US withdrew from INF, and the 
treaty was terminated. 

Perhaps, there can be no clearer 
and more explicit confirmation of 
the fact that the United States has 
been developing such systems for 
a long time, and preparations for 
quitting the agreement included, 
in particular, the relevant research 
and development,” he noted.

Ryabkov (pictured) also pointed 
out that “the missile had been fired 
using the Mk41 vertical launching 

Russian diplomat slams US for stoking tensions by conducting cruise missile tests

system.” “That’s a universal launch-
ing system that is suitable for both 
firing SM-3 interceptor missiles and 
ground-to-ground and surface-to-
surface cruise missiles,” he specified.

“All that is regrettable. The United 
States has evidently set the course for 
fomenting military tensions,” the sen-
ior diplomat stressed.

“We do not give into provocations. 
As Russian President [Vladimir Putin] 
said in France yesterday, we reiter-
ate our commitment to a unilateral 
moratorium on deploying land-based 
intermediate-range systems until the 

US deploys such systems in some part 
of the world,” he said.

On Monday, the Pentagon reported 
that the United States had tested a 
land-based cruise missile capable 
of hitting its target after flying more 
than 500 kilometers for the first 
time after Washington’s exit from the 
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces 
(INF) Treaty.

Washington has repeatedly stated 
that it could conduct a flight test of a 
land-based cruise missile in late Au-
gust. In mid-March, Pentagon officials 
explained that the issue at hand was 
the test of a Tomahawk missile at a 
range of about 1,000 kilometers.

In addition, the US Defense Depart-
ment plans to test an intermediate-
range land-based ballistic missile in 
November. According to the Penta-
gon, a completely new missile simi-
lar to the Pershing 2 will be tested. 
The US’ Pershing-II missiles were de-
stroyed under the INF Treaty by 1991.

  
   Agencies

JUBA

VIOLENCE against aid workers in 
conflict-torn South Sudan has reduced 
significantly, thanks to the September  
2018 peace deal, a UN official said on 
Monday.

Speaking during an occasion mak-
ing the World Humanitarian Day, Alain 
Noudehou, humanitarian coordinator 
in South Sudan said there has been 
improvement in security for aid work-
ers in the past one year.

 “We are grateful that since the start 
of year 2019, we have not experienced 
any loss of life in the humanitarian 
community,” Noudehou said. 

He urged the parties to the peace 
agreement to implement it and bring 
lasting stability to the world’s young-
est nation.

The UN envoy also called for in-

creased efforts to address the risks 
faced by female aid workers who of-
ten face risks of sexual violence and 
discrimination.

”Our hope is that the security situa-
tion will continue to improve to allow 
people to start to rebuild their lives,” 
Noudehou said.

South Sudan was ranked the most 
dangerous place to deliver aid, accord-
ing to the Worker Security Report for 
2018.

 At least 112 humanitarian workers 
have been killed since South Sudan 
descended into civil war in late 2013, 
said Manasseh Lomole, chairperson of 
the South Sudan Relief and Rehabilita-
tion Commission.

South Sudan descended into civil 
war in late 2013 and the conflict has 
created one of the fastest growing 
refugee crises in the world.   Xinhua

UN sees drop in violence against 
aid workers in South Sudan

Chinese volunteers and Syrian children pose for a picture.

Police man a roadblock in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe, on Monday. (AP)

Trump urges India, Pakistan to reduce tensions over Kashmir
NEW DELHI 

US President Donald 
Trump spoke with the 
leaders of India and Pa-
kistan on Monday, dis-
cussing prospects for 
improved trade ties with 
Washington and stressing 
the need to reduce ten-
sions over Kashmir be-
tween the nuclear-armed 
neighbors. 

“Spoke to my two good 
friends, Prime Minister 
Modi of India, and Prime 
Minister Khan of Pakistan, 
regarding Trade, Strategic 
Partnerships and, most 
importantly, for India and 
Pakistan to work towards 
reducing tensions in Kash-
mir. A tough situation, 
but good conversations!” 
Trump said in a Twitter 
post.

Relations between Is-
lamabad and New Delhi, 
already hostile, have been 
further strained over In-
dia’s decision this month 
to revoke the special sta-
tus of its portion of the 
Kashmir region that both 
countries claim. Pakistan 
reacted with fury, cutting 
transport and trade links 
and expelling India’s am-
bassador in retaliation. 

Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi told 
Trump he was hopeful that 
India’s commerce minis-
ter and the US trade rep-
resentative would meet 
again to discuss bilateral 
trade, the Indian govern-
ment said in a statement.  
Washington confirmed 
that Trump and Modi had 
spoken about trade. 

  Agencies
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Zahera troubles: Consistency as the 
Achilles Heel of the coaching job 

Elton John blasts relentless 
character assassination 
of Harry and Meghan 
LOS ANGELES

ELTON John and Ellen DeGeneres spoke 
out on Monday in support of Prince Harry 
and his wife Meghan, calling them a down-
to-earth and hardworking couple who were 
being unfairly attacked by the media. 

John recalled his friendship with Harry’s 
mother, the late Princess Diana, in a series of 
tweets in which he appealed to the press to 
stop the almost daily “relentless and untrue 
assassinations on their character.” 

The “Rocketman” singer was responding to 
criticism in Britain over two recent vacations 
taken by the Duke and Duchess of Sussex and 
their three-month-old baby Archie to Spain, 
and to the south of France, where the couple 
stayed at John’s villa in Nice. 

Britain’s Sun newspaper at the weekend 
blasted the royal couple - Queen Elizabeth’s 
grandson and his American wife, a former 
actress - as hypocritical “eco warriors” for 
flying on private jets despite voicing concerns 
over the environment and conservation. 

John tweeted that he provided Harry and 
Meghan with a private jet to his home for 
security reasons but said a contribution was 
made to Carbon Footprint Ltd, which offsets 
carbon emissions by funding environmentally 

friendly projects.   
He added that he was “deeply distressed by 

(the) distorted and malicious account in the 
press” around their Nice visit last week. 

In separate remarks, U.S. talk show host 
DeGeneres said on Twitter she had met and 
talked with Harry and Meghan in England 
about their work on wildlife conservation. 

“They were the most down-to-earth, 
compassionate people. Imagine being 
attacked for everything you do, when all 
you’re trying to do is make the world better,” 
she wrote. 

Harry and Meghan’s wedding in May 2018 
was marked by an outpouring of affection in 
Britain but less than a year later the couple 
have found themselves on the receiving end 
of a barrage of negative stories in the media. 
They have ranged from the $3 million cost 
of renovating their new home to reports 
dubbing Meghan “Duchess Difficult.” 

While much reporting by the British press 
on the royal family is respectful, verging 
on the sycophantic, at other times it can be 
harshly critical, even cruel. 

The couple have not publicly responded to 
the various attacks on them. 

REUTERS

The real Brian Banks speaks out on prison injustice, reform 

 BY CORRESPONDENT MICHAEL ENEZA

W
HILE the Premier League 
season is just starting here as 
around the world, not a few 
coaches are already on the 

firing range, as clubs expect positive results 
right from the start, thus when a coach puts 
up three matches without a single win, and 
that is supposed to be a title chasing outfit, 
that spells trouble. 

The record here has at least one celebrated 
case, that of Patrick Phiri who in the 
previous decade put seven draws in a row 
in the 2010/2011 league run and lost his job 
at that point, despite that he won the league 
with the club the previous season. That is 
also occasionally the case abroad if they see 
the play as ‘awful.’

Mwinyi Zahera at Dar Young Africans is yet 
to win the title with the club but may have 
had plenty of confidence  either with the 
performance in the past season or with the 
registration this season, and in particular 
the latter aspect. 

This is presumably the case because the 
times that a club believes it has made the 
strongest impression in the registration 
exercises, it stands a higher risk of losing in 
concentration, as the festivity exceeds limits, 
being too sure beforehand that the team is 
unbeatable. No one expects the Jangwani 
Street head coach to have that spirit, but if it 
has crept into the heads of the fans, it shows 
off.

The trouble with the clubs is that despite a 
certain level of professionalism as top level 
sides pay salaries to players – though there 
are likely to be many things wanting –the 
players have plenty of links with the fans, 
instead of the latter merely clapping and 
shouting from the stands.  

This situation is replicated among club 
officials, as often there are feudal loyalties 
between specific players and particular 
officials, which has the potential effect of 
impressing on the player’s mind that he 
stands on shoulder level with the coach, as 
that official won’t permit the coach to mess 
up with him. We haven’t heard much of that 
this new season but one can expect plenty 
as all losing or under-performing situations 
have juicy explanations.

That situation may indeed be a big 
handicap for head coaches especially for 
the city archrivals, Simba SC and Yanga, 
as it has been seen time and again that an 
excellent recruiting performance in off 
season contest is almost always a ticket to 
underperformance when the league starts. 

This is not specifically the case elsewhere, 
that clubs with big names flounder, but it can 
happen, or a reversal of performance after 
a stretch of winning so many games, even 
winning a title. An Italian coach at Leicester 
City was dismissed the season after he won 
the Premier League with his regular players 
but then lost tact the following season.

So Zahera is in a bad spot right now 
as he certainly doesn’t have much time 
to improve, but if registration reports or 
impressions were right, he ought to have a 
good side with him right now, compared to 

the past year or even in comparison to their 
immediate rivals.

 For one thing, Azam FC appears to have 
cooled off ‘galactico’ ambitions as it decided 
it doesn’t have the speculative capital to pour 
into the club, for reasons of failing to build 
a fan base, apparently. The club lost several 
of its key players to Simba in particular the 
previous season, but spirited coaching has 
ensured that the performance hasn’t dipped 
but is just stable.

What is also unclear is whether the 
Congolese coach has too many assignments 
up his sleeve, like his Burundi colleague 
Etienne Ndayiragije who also trains Azam 
FC and is assigned to Taifa Stars, as Zahera 
has had stints with top level football in 
DRC, on the basis of assertions during the 
close season period. The question is if this 
streak of underperformance will continue 
to bedevil the club side or he will figure 
out what’s not going right and fix it. That 
is entirely possible hut there is reason to 
worry; it isn’t too easy.

At the same time the case of Patrick Phiri 
showed that coaches have two or three lives 
in a club, and are sometimes recalled after 
a spate of years outside, when the cycle of 
good and bad league years reaches a dead 

end. 
Then club officials start picking out names 

of coaches who have won titles recently, 
including titles with the club and then 
recall the coach, as it happened with Phiri. 
When he fails a second time, that is, when 
he seriously disappoints again, the club 
appetite for that coach wanes - and attention 
is shifted.

The city rivals have been making an 
effort to pick regional coaches who have 
put up elegant or credible performance 
at international level, or by some local 
standards, where the sort of influences that 
determine how a coach is selected are likely 
to even out. 

Finally each club picks a coach by its 
financial standing, as coaches differ much 
less by the tactics they employ – as no one 
knows which tactics would lift a cup and 
which would not – but rather what coach 
they can get on their optimal offer.

So it is entirely possible the rest of 
us shouldn’t quibble about results or 
performance but ability of the coach in the 
circumstances, whether he has to labor 
to make ends meet well or otherwise, or 
players aren’t paid yet; that sort of thing.

Yanga SC head coach, Mwinyi Zahera

Britain’s Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex, chat with British singer-songwriter 
Elton John as they arrive for the European premiere of the film “The Lion King” in London on July 14. Photo: 
REUTERS

NEW YORK

WHEN Brian Banks’ home 
was a prison cell due to a 
crime he didn’t commit, he 
never imagined his life would 
be the subject of a film. He was 
only concerned with clearing 
his name and regaining his 
freedom.

Now, seven years after he 
was exonerated on a rape al-
legation, Banks hopes the film 
detailing his fight for justice 
helps move along reform.

“What I want people to take 
away from this is that what I 
went through was unaccept-
able, what many others have 
gone through is unaccept-
able,” he told The Associated 
Press.

“For those that are current-
ly behind bars, or no longer 
behind bars but have experi-
enced wrongful conviction, I 
want you to know that you’re 
not alone, that you haven’t 
been forgotten, that there are 
people working on trying to 
fix these wrongs, and as a per-
son who’s been through it, I’m 
one of them,” he added.

Banks, 34, was a standout 
high school football player 
who many believed had a shot 
at the NFL, until his dreams 
were derailed when he was 
falsely accused of rape by a 
high school classmate in 2002. 

He was only 16, took a plea 
and served nearly six years in 
prison. He spent an additional 
five years on parole with a 
mandatory ankle bracelet as 
a registered sex offender, un-
til he was exonerated in 2012 
after his accuser recanted and 
with help from the California 
Innocence Project.

The film, “Brian Banks,” re-
cently opened and stars Al-
dis Hodge as Banks and Greg 
Kinnear as Justin Brooks, 
co-founder of the innocence 
group. Sherri Shepherd plays 
Banks’ mother, Leomia Del-
aney.

Brooks hopes the film will 
motivate viewers to join the 
criminal justice reform fight. 
Once Banks was cleared and 
Hollywood came calling, the 
two said their goal was to 
make a “justice movie,” not a 
football movie.

“I want people to walk out 
of this movie theater and re-
member this movie next time 
they’re sitting in jury duty, that 
maybe this person in front of 
them is innocent,” Brooks told 
the AP. “And next time they go 
into a voting booth to not vote 
out of fear because politicians 
have been making people 
afraid for a long time. The only 
way reforms can happen is if 
people are thinking straight.”

Since his release, Banks 
has worked as a life coach 
and public speaker. His book, 
“What Set Me Free,” came out 
in July.

The film follows the release 
of “When They See Us,” the 
Emmy-nominated Netflix lim-
ited series that tells the sto-
ries of the Central Park Five, a 
group of New York teens who 
spent six to 13 years in prison 
after being wrongfully con-
victed of raping a female jog-
ger in 1989.

“I know those guys — those 
are friends of the Innocence 
Project network. We get to-
gether on a yearly basis and 
share our stories,” Banks said.

He had a hard time sitting 
through parts of the series 
that was created, co-written 
and directed by Ava DuVernay.

“I have only watched half of 
that series and that’s because 
the second half was just a little 
difficult for me to watch be-
cause I can relate,” Banks said. 
“I know what it feels like. I 
know what they went through. 
And so once the court pro-
ceedings of that series kind 
of came to a conclusion and 
they were found guilty and 
the whole prison experience 
began, I had to tune out, man.”

AP

In this May 24, 2012 file photo, Brian Banks, center, reacts with his mother, Leomia Myers and father, Jonathan Banks, outside court after his rape conviction was 
dismissed in Long Beach, Calif. (AP Photo)
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Liverpool boss Klopp thanks ‘God’ 
for Mane, Salah and Firmino
 LONDON

JURGEN Klopp has expressed 
how grateful he is to have a “world-
class” attacking triumvirate at his 
disposal at Liverpool  after they 
played a starring role in a 2-1 win at 
Southampton.

The Reds maintained their 100 
per cent  start to the new season 
with a narrow victory at St Mary’s 
on Saturday afternoon , thanks to 
goals from Sadio Mane and Roberto 
Firmino.

The former opened the scoring 
right on half-time with a superb 
curling effort, before the Brazilian 
doubled the visitors’ advantage 
with a brilliant individual effort 
after 71 minutes.

Liverpool were forced to play 
their third game in eight days 
against the Saints, with little time 
to prepare following a UEFA Super 
Cup final victory over Chelsea in 
Istanbul last Wednesday.

Klopp’s men were not at their fluid 
best against  Ralph Hasenhuttl’s 
side, who set up a nervous finale 
when former Anfield striker Danny 
Ings capitalised on an Adrian 
error to score with nine minutes 
remaining.

The Reds held on for a hard-
earned three points and their 
head coach saved praise for his 
talismanic forwards who were a 
“constant threat” once again in the 
final third.

“A lot of times in my life I had 
sensational players always [but] 
not world-class players,” Klopp told 
Liverpool’s official website .

“Now, thank God I have them and 
they make the difference. We don’t 
have to talk about that. 

“Sadio Mane, Bobby Firmino, 
Mo Salah – these guys in the last 
situation are really outstanding. 

“They were a constant threat, 
however tired they are. That’s 
brilliant and, of course, made the 
difference. We don’t have to talk 
about that.” 

Klopp went on to reveal that 
he made a slight tactical tweak at 
the break against Southampton, 
in order to exploit the spaces the 
hosts were leaving open in wider 
areas.

“I think Southampton tried to 
kill our game with their formation 
and they played differently against 
Burnley obviously,” the 52-year-
old added.

“They had a real proper fight at 
the back, so that gave us space on 
the wings. We used that but not 
often enough, otherwise, they 
would have had to run much more. 
We could adjust that a little bit at 
half-time.

“I’m really happy. It’s so 
important. The start of the season 
is so important. Having an away 
game at Southampton is always 
difficult, but in the week we had, it 
was special.”

Next up for Liverpool is a huge 
showdown against Arsenal, who 
have also won their first two 
matches of the 2019-20 campaign, 
at Anfield on August 24.

The Reds are top of the Premier 
League on goal difference ahead of 
the Gunners at the moment, while 
champions Manchester City are 
down in third after a 2-2 draw with 
Tottenham over the weekend .

(Agencies)

WOLVERHAMPTON, ENGLAND

M
ANCHESTER United are 
making progress under Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer. They are 

fitter, younger and seemingly hungri-
er than in recent seasons, but it took 
only a missed penalty by Paul Pogba 
-- another missed penalty by Paul 
Pogba -- to highlight just how far this 
team must go before being anywhere 
close to being ready to challenge for 
honours again.

On the face of it, a 1-1 draw against 
Wolves at Molineux after losing 2-1 
here in the Premier League and FA 
Cup last season is a sign of progress 
for United. But there is a distinct 
lack of experience and leadership in 
Solskjaer’s young team -- at an aver-
age age of 24 years and 173 days, this 
United side was the youngest of any 
to play in the league this season. That 
led to Pogba taking his fourth unsuc-
cessful penalty since the start of last 
season, with Wolves keeper Rui Patri-
cio diving to his right to push away 
the Frenchman’s 67th-minute spot 
kick. The save was a desertion of the 
sort of luck that United benefitted 
from last season.

Eight days ago, Marcus Rashford 
scored from the spot during United’s 
4-0 opening-weekend victory against 
Chelsea at Old Trafford. The penalty 
maintained Rashford’s 100% record 
from the spot for United and Eng-
land, and he has taken some pressure 
kicks in that time for club and coun-
try. Yet at Molineux, Pogba brushed 
him aside and decided to take the 
glory shot himself, perhaps because 
he had won the spot kick after being 
fouled by Conor Coady.

In a team stocked full of experi-
enced players and characters strong 
enough to intervene, Pogba would 
surely have been told to walk away 
and leave the penalty to Rashford, 
considering his record has been so 
patchy in recent months. But there 
are no Roy Keanes, Eric Cantonas, 
Gary Nevilles or Rio Ferdinands in 
this United team, and nobody felt 
strong enough to step up and take 
the ball from Pogba.

And Solskjaer’s post-match expla-
nation of the incident only added to 
a sense of United being rudderless at 
times on the pitch. According to the 
Norwegian, both Pogba and Rashford 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

 LONDON

MARCUS Rashford says that he has 
no issues with Paul Pogba’s penalty 
on Monday despite the Frenchman 
missing from the spot as Manchester 
United dropped points.

The Red Devils were forced to 
settle for a draw with Wolves on 
Monday at the Molineux Stadium, 
with Anthony Martial and Ruben 
Neves scoring in either half of the 
teams’ second Premier League 
match of the season.

But Manchester United could 
have seized the lead in the second 
half through Pogba, who fired his 
spot-kick into a diving Rui Patricio 
as the World Cup winner opted for 
power over placement.

Patricio’s save was enough to 
seal a tough point for Wolves while 
earning Pogba plenty of criticism 
for missing his fourth penalty of the 
calendar year.

Following the match, Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer reiterated that both Pogba 
and Rashford have been designated 
as penalty takers, and the latter says 
he has no problem with conceding 
Monday’s spot-kick to the former 
despite the miss.

“Paul wanted to take it. It’s that 
simple. Everybody can miss a 
penalty,” Rashford told Sky Sports. 

“He’s scored countless penalties 
for us and throughout his career. It’s 
normal to miss one. We forget about 
that now.

“We go again in the next game and 
if we play how we played today, with 
a bit more urgency, we’ll be fine.”

He added: “It’s simple. If you want 
to take it, you take it. I took one 
last week so for me it’s no problem 
for him to take one this week. It’s 
unfortunate that he didn’t score but 
it’s football.”

Pogba’s decision to take the 
penalty was criticised by former 
Manchester United star Gary Neville, 
who said that he was “fuming” when 
he saw  the midfielder  step up to 
the spot .

But Rashford backed his team-
mate and said that both he and 
Pogba are confident from the spot, 
and that whoever takes the next one 
will have plenty of belief when the 
situation arises once again.

“The confidence that you’re going 
to score the goal is always the same. 
And so it should be,” he said.

(Agencies)

Pogba took Manchester United penalty 
because he wanted to, reveals Rashford

are the club’s penalty takers, so even 
he can’t bring himself to make an ex-
ecutive decision about who is No. 1 
and who is No. 2.

“The two of them are designated 
penalty shooters,” Solskjaer said. “It’s 
up to them to choose that this is their 
time.

“Sometimes players are confident 
enough to score. Paul has scored 
some for us, but today Patricio has 
made a good save.

“The two have been very confident 
before, last week Marcus scored. I’m 
sure he would have loved it this time, 
but Paul thought he could score, and I 
like that confidence. I’ve no problem 
with players saying, ‘This is mine.’”

Former United captain Neville, 
speaking on Sky Sports, described 
the situation as “embarrassing,” how-
ever.

“They should decide in the dress-
ing room who is the penalty taker,” 
Neville said. “It’s embarrassing. This 
is a Manchester United penalty, this 
is not a tombola, this is not under-
fives on the school field.”

But while it isn’t “under-fives,” the 
youthful nature of United’s team will 

be a pertinent factor in their perfor-
mances and results this season.

Molineux is a tough place to visit, 
and Nuno Espirito Santo’s team will 
once again challenge for a Europe-
an spot this season, but the naivety 
of Solskjaer’s players should have 
alarmed the United manager dur-
ing this game. They were unable, 
through a lack of seasoned experi-
ence, to control the tempo of the 
game, and looked to be shipping 
water long before Ruben Neves can-
celled out Anthony Martial’s first-half 
opener on 54 minutes.

The increased energy Solskjaer’s 
preseason training regime has in-
stilled shone through late in the 
game, when United finished strongly, 
but they were too hot-and-cold dur-
ing the 90 minutes. They registered 
just two shots on target throughout 
the contest: Martial’s goal, and Pog-
ba’s missed penalty. Solskjaer admit-
ted after the game that this was a 
night when his players learned some 
important lessons.

“We are a young side and we 
learned on the pitch today,” he said. 
“You have to learn on the job, you 

Manchester United’s penalty 
incident reveals lack of leadership 

 BARCELONA

BARCELONA should be willing to 
forgive and forget with Neymar, says 
Jordi Cruyff, with the Brazilian “one 
of the five most special” talents in 
world football.

Talk of a potential return to 
Camp Nou for the 27-year-old 
forward continues to build and one 
supposed obstacle to a deal being 
done has been removed, with Barca 
having parted with the squad place 
and salary of Philippe Coutinho in 
moving him out on loan to Bayern 
Munich.

A similar agreement could be 
struck with Paris Saint-Germain for 
Neymar, with permanent and short-
term deals being mooted in a saga 
which also includes Barca’s Clasico 
rivals Real Madrid.

Cruyff, the son of Blaugrana 
legend Johan and a La Masia 
academy graduate, told El Pais of 
Barcelona’s links to a familiar face: 
“Let  Neymar  come back?  I am 
always in favour of the return or the 

incorporation of players who have 
exceptional quality and he is a clear 
case of a football player who, above 
all, makes a difference. 

“There are many with talent, but 
he is one of the five most special. 

“When he receives the ball you 
know that something is going to 
happen, and at the highest level 
having or not having someone able 
to make a difference can mean 
going from winning a title to just 
staying close.

“I understand the reaction of 
the fan who is still hurting at the 
moment and the manner of his 
departure, but the greatness of 
people is in understanding when 
one may have been wrong. 

“In football, not forgiving a player 
for the decision to leave your 
team a few years ago is part of the 
emotional aspects. 

“It is understandable because, in 
this sport, and also in the operation 
of clubs, feelings have a great 
influence.  But I am a defender of 
second chances. 

‘Neymar one of football’s top five special talents’ 
– Barca should forgive and forget, says Cruyff

mino and one apiece from Mo-
hamed Salah and Sadio Mane 
sent Liverpool into the break 4-1 
in front.

Firmino completed his hat-
trick in the second half to seal 
a comprehensive victory, but it 
is one that Sokratis still believes 
flattered the home side.

“It was not the game to take 
five goals, [there was] the penal-
ty kicks and we made mistakes,” 
he said.

“I think this year will be dif-
ferent, but we have to improve 
from the work we do with the 
coach and his staff.

“We have to be prepare for 
this game. It will be difficult of 
course.”

He added: “[Last season] was 
not only this game we learned 
from. We learned from Chelsea 
and Manchester City.

“We know already to be at this 
level you have to improve and 

to have more confidence 
and character when you 

go to play there [at Anfield].
“We have to have confidence 

and be together for 90 minutes.”
Saturday’s game will be be-

tween the only sides to have 
a 100 per cent record in the 
Premier League having played 
their opening two games of the 
season.

Liverpool only sit above Ar-
senal on goal difference, but 
despite Emery’s side’s winning 
start to the campaign there will 
be few who will give them any 
chance of victory at Anfield.

That does not bother Sokratis, 
however, who is adamant Arse-
nal shouldn’t  get distracted by 
what others are saying.

“We have to go and play our 
game,” he said. ”We know that it 
is difficult and we respect Liver-
pool a lot.

“But I think the best [way] is 
to go and play our style of game. 
We will see what happens.”

(Agencies)

LONDON

ARSENAL head to Liverpool this 
weekend with bad memories from 
recent trips to the red half of Mersey-
side.

Unai Emery’s team fell to a crush-
ing 5-1 defeat at Anfield last season, 
their heaviest loss since the Spaniard 
arrived at the Emirates.

And that followed on from 3-1 and 
4-0 defeats at Liverpool during Ar-
sene Wenger’s last two campaigns in 
north London.

The Gunners go into the game in 
confident mood, however, having 
won their opening two matches of a 
Premier League season for the first 
time in 10 years.

Saturday’s 2-1 success against Burn-
ley saw Sokratis line up alongside 
new signing David Luiz for the first 
time, and the pair were given a dif-
ficult afternoon by a physical Clarets 
frontline of Chris Wood and Ashley 
Barnes.

And as he prepares to return to a 
ground where he conceded five last 
season, Sokratis believes that he and 
his new defensive partner could ac-
tually be in for an easier challenge 
than the one they faced against Sean 
Dyche’s side at the Emirates.

“For a defender it is more difficult 
[to play teams like Burnley] because 
you have to fight a lot,” he said.

“It [Liverpool} is a different game. 
Maybe it is more easy, because you 
don’t have to fight a lot - but they also 
play football.

“If they are on good day and you 
are having a bad day, it is hard.”

Memories of what happened an 
Anfield last season are still fresh in 
the mind of Arsenal’s Greek centre-
back.

An early Ainsley Maitland-Niles 
goal had actually given Arsenal  the 
lead, but a brace from Roberto Fir-

Liverpool could be ‘easy’ to defend against after physical Burnley – Sokratis 

Sokratis

Wolves goalkeeper Rui Patricio (R) saves a penalty from Manchester United’s Paul Pogba forcing United to settle for a 1-1 draw (AFP 
Photo)

can’t discuss it afterwards.”
Yet for players to learn and become 

the kind of resilient team capable of 
challenging for major honours, they 
also need decisiveness from their 
manager, and the penalty situation 
suggests Solskjaer lacks the asser-
tiveness to take this team to the level 
the club demands. Under Sir Alex 
Ferguson, doubt was nonexistent in 
the minds of the United players. They 
only knew certainty. But by allowing 
his players to decide who takes pen-
alties, Solskjaer has opened the door 
for his players to storm through and 
do whatever else they want, when-
ever they want to do it.

Giving players autonomy to do 
that works when you have a team 
full of experience and leaders, but 
not when they are so young that they 
look to the bench for guidance. This 
United team still needs plenty of 
that leadership, which is why Solsk-
jaer needs to make the big decisions 
and not the leave them to the likes of 
Rashford and Pogba.

(Agencies)
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Uluguru cricketers edge Kilimeru 
in TCA Premier League

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Savana FC wins ‘Mtaa kwa Mtaa’ Cup 2019

Issa Kikasi of TATA Tanzania cricket side bats against Marafiki.com side during a previous Advanced Players League 
(APL) match, which took place in Dar es Salaam. 

 By Guardian Reporter

U
LUGURU crick-
eters have 
expressed de-
termination to 

turn into a dominant force 
in the inaugural Tanzania 
Cricket Association (TCA) 
Premier League with a 
three-wicket victory over 
Kilimeru in Dar es Salaam 
on Monday.

The 50-over formatted 
league, organized by TCA 
with a view to raising the 
standard of the game at 
the domestic level, has 
brought together teams 
from Arusha, Dar es 

 By Correspondent Sabato 
Kasika 

LINDI’s Savana FC has 
won a soccer tournament 
dubbed Mtaa kwa Mtaa 
Cup 2019, which came to a 
close in the region on Sun-
day.

Eighty outfits from the 
region’s four districts par-

ticipated in the competi-
tion.

Nachingwea-based Sava-
na FC recorded 2-0 victory 
over Kilwa’s Manchester 
United in the final to lift 
the silverware.

Lindi Regional Commis-
sioner, Godfrey Zambi, 
handed over a new car to 

the champions.
Nachingwea District 

Commissioner, Rukia Mu-
wango, who also attended 
the final, noted Savana 
FC has made her district 
proud following the win.

“I congratulate Savana 
FC for their win, they have 
made our district proud. 

We will clinch the silver-
ware in the next year’s 
competition and walk 
away with a new bus,” she 
said.

She as well praised Man-
chester United that are led 
by Kilwa District Commis-
sioner Christopher Ngubi-
agai for finishing second in 

the competition.
“I moreover thank 

Mashujaa Group leader-
ship for backing the gov-
ernment’s efforts to devel-
op sports.”

She pointed out that 
Mashujaa Group oversaw 
better organization of the 
tournament and set aside 

Coca-Cola Kwanza’s Director of Public Affairs and Communications Haji Ally Mzee tries his luck by shooting hoops during the official launch of the 2019 Sprite Bball Kings 
tournament that was held in Dar es Salaam over the weekend. The competition, which is fully sponsored by the Coca-Cola System through its Sprite brand, seeks to uncover 
basketball talents from the youth across the country. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

MOROGORO’s Nashera Hotel is set to set up Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative in memory of the 
late Niami Colon Omotesa, a renowned Zumba fitness 
dance instructor who passed away in 2016.

Niami, who was married to the hotel’s director, 
Xris Omotesa, had focused on motivating the region’s 
residents to value fitness exercises with a view a living 
healthy lifestyle.

Omotesa disclosed his family’s initiative targets 
to oversee provision of education, sports facilities, 
medical care and fitness training to the region’s 
residents.

Omotesa, who came from United States of America 
for a week long holiday, said his wife was a popular 
Zumba instructor in Morogoro and her training also 
focused on people with disabilities.

She took care of over 50 youths with disabilities 
that were neglected by their families due to negative 
perception over their disabilities.

“She sent over 50 medical experts from abroad 
to Erick Memorial Foundation (EMFERD) a center 
located at Chamwino Street in the region and owned 
by Josephine Bakhita, who had been struggling to 
manage the center,” Omotesa noted.

He pointed out he opted to make his way to Morogoro 
to sustain his late wife’s philanthropies.

He added that he, last week installed solar system 
for people with disabilities in Mvomero District, which 
has capacity to light over five rooms and a conference 
room. 

“I hope students will from now on excel in their 
studies thanks to the availability of the equipment, it 
had earlier been impossible for the students to study 
at night, my family moreover supports five girls in the 
district to get secondary school education.”

Josephine pointed out Niami  did a lot to back the 
local community particularly pastoral societies in 
Morogoro, which neglected children with disabilities 
because of outdated beliefs.

 Josephine disclosed that Niami presented medical 
and material support to over 100 children.

Zion, one of Niami’s children, said his mother 
was an important person to the community as she 
spent a great chunk of her time to support the local 
community.

He pointed out his mother, for instance, sponsored 
women golf tournament at Morogoro Gymkhana Club.

Niami’s gesture, Zion added, motivated him to seek 
to improve basketball infrastructures in Morogoro, 
given he found out the region lacks better basketball 
courts.

Zion’s sister Aliyah  disclosed:”I was young when 
my mother passed away but from what I have heard 
she was a great social worker. Morogoro Marathon 
coordinators, for instance, are set to remember her.” 

Morogoro to honour 
late Zumba instructor 

to the team’s failure to record a 
convincing total.

Hassan Said, Ally Hassan, Elly, 
Nelson Boniface, Nassibu Kelvin 
and John David were sent back to 
the pavilion in quick succession 
and left the team settling for a 
modest figure.

Uluguru’s Meya and medium 
pacer Kibwana Salum tormented 
Kilimeru batsmen and prevented 
the latter from setting up a 
challenging target.

Meya ended his spell with the 
best bowling figure, as he took 
six wickets in 5.4 overs. Salum 
chipped in with three wickets in 
nine overs.

With a modest target in their 
sight, Uluguru made no secret 
of their intention to notch an 
emphatic win, cruising to the 
victory for the loss of seven runs.

They experienced a wobbly 
start to their chase after Ivan 
Ismaili and Salmin Yusuf that 
opened the innings had faced 
early dismissal.

Ntimi Amos showed composure 
at the crease, recording 23 runs 
not out and effectively catapulted 
Uluguru to the victory.

Ally Mtanga and Jaffary Kanyita 
chipped in with 14 runs apiece.

Martin had three wickets for 20 
runs in three overs, Kelvin ended 
with two wickets and leaked 11 
runs in two overs for Kilimeru.

Several more duels are set 
to take place in the city at the 
weekend.

Salaam and Morogoro.
Kilimeru were skittled for 

90 runs in 25.4 overs after 
having been presented with the 
opportunity to bat first.

Openers Allen Julius and 
Baraka Laizer were the batsmen 

with significant contribution 
with the bat in the innings, 
notching 23 runs and 25 runs 
respectively.

Wilbert Martin executed a 
few knocks at the crease and 
registered 18 runs. His efforts 

to stay longer at the crease 
was though foiled by Uluguru’s 
Agustino Meya that dismissed 
the former.

Kilimeru experienced batting 
collapse after Martin’s dismissal 
and the situation contributed 

a good prize for winners, 
which will linger in their 
memories for quite some 
time.

“Nachingwea people 
have been delighted by 
the success considering 
the district has won the 
competition, lifting the top 
honour in a tournament 
which involved 80 outfits 
is truly a memorable feat,” 
she noted.

The tournament’s co-
ordinator, Hamis Maero, 
pointed out the competi-
tion had earlier been held 
at the district level.

The top two sides in each 
district went on to battle it 
out in the event that was 
held at the regional level.

“Ruangwa District did 
not participate in the tour-
nament, the event there-
fore brought together 
Nachingwea, Liwale, Kilwa 
and Lindi municipals,” 
Maero noted.

“Each of the districts 
fielded two teams which 
played the semi-finals and 
competed for qualification 
for the final.” 

He disclosed teams 
which participated in the 
competition’s last four are 
Manchester United and 
Leicester City (Kilwa), Bre-
vis and Leopard (Liwale), 
Savana FC and New Gener-
ation from Nachingwea as 
well as Raha Leo and Msini-
jadili from Lindi Municipal. 


