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By Francis Kajubi

SMALL and medium sized banks will 
no longer have to contend with liquidity 
pressures, due to a new intervention 
based on the central bank.

Geofrey Mchangila, CEO of Citi Bank 
(T) said intervention by a Netherlands 
financial sector intermediary, Frontclear 
will enable small and mid-sized banks to 
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development firm, the Frontier 
Clearing Corporation BV based 
in Amsterdam.

Frontclear as it is summarily 
identified facilitates access 
for financial institutions in 
developing countries, and in 
this arrangement, the United 
Nations Economic Commission 
for Africa (UNECA) was involved 
in organizing it.

The MoU was signed on 
Wednesday in Dar es Salaam, 
where the Netherlands firm 
undertook to extend credit 
guarantees between lending and 
borrowing commercial banks for 
short and long term loans.

Frontclear facilitates access 
to financial markets for local 
institutions at local and 

PM gets Korean 310bn/-
loan for NIDA systems

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE government yesterday signed 
agreements worth $42.2m (98bn/-) with seven 
development partners supporting the health 
basket fund (HBF) for the 2022/2023 fiscal 
year.

Participating countries are Canada, 
Denmark, Ireland, South Korea, Switzerland, 
while multilateral agencies are the United 
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Health permanent secretary Prof Abel 
Makubi said the funds will contribute to the 

Govt, partners
endorse 98bn/-
health basket 
funding plan

All these projects cost 
$733bn, the premier 
affirmed, noting that 
in addition to EDCF 
loans, Tanzania also 
borrowed through the 
KOICA

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter

SOUTH Korea has provided 
Tanzania with a 310bn/- soft loan for 
expanding identification systems at 
the National Identification Authority 
(NIDA), along with strengthening 
land plots record keeping.

Visiting Seoul, the capital of the 
Republic of Korea as it is officially 
known, Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa witnessed the signing 
along with South Korean Prime 
Minister Han Duck-Soo at the latter’s 
offices.

The agreement is intended to 
finance Phase II of expanding 
NIDA systems, billed at 161bn/- and 
financing land plots record keeping 
systems at 149bn/-, PMO statement 
said yesterday.

Netherlands firm’s MoU
to uplift inter-bank flows

The premier said after the signing 
that 30 years of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries had 
spurred economic growth and an 
array of mutual benefits.

He expressed gratitude to South 
Korea, commending it for being 
among nations that cooperate in 
solving development challenges 
such as national identification 
systems and digitalization of land 
records, saying the country’s 
Economic Development Fund 
(EDCF) has been of great help.

Through the fund, Tanzania 
has built infrastructures like 
bridges, roads, a modern shipping 
registration centre in Zanzibar and 
power transmission lines, also citing 
the Mloganzila Referral Hospital, 

implementation of the central medical 
facilities and those at the regional level.

The funding will cover costs related 
to procurement of medicines, medical 
equipment and supplies, for improvement 
of healthcare services.

Since its inception in 1999, over $1.2bn 
(2.8trn/-) has been disbursed through the 
pooled funding mechanism for project 
implementation in the health sector.

Since 2017, the funds have been disbursed 
directly to public primary healthcare 
facilities (over 7,000 heath facilities to-date), 

Emmanuel Akonaay (3rd-L), NMB Bank Plc’s chief human resources officer, pictured with the Resident Representative of the 
International Finance Corporation in Tanzania, Frank Ajilore, in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday showing the Economic Dividends for 
Gender Equality (EDGE) certificate awarded to the bank for pioneering gender equality. The others are IFC Africa gender lead Anne 
Kabugi (R), NMB chief of shared services Nenyuata Menjooli (L) and NMB chief of risk Doreen Joseph (2nd-L). NMB has become the 
first bank in Africa and the first company in sub-Saharan Africa to get the recognition. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

access short loans and partially 
close the liquidity gap.

“Commercial banks rely on 
interbank markets to deal with 
immediate liquidity concerns 
and to transmit changes in 
monetary policy,” he remarked, 
expressing satisfaction with the 
MoU reached with the Bank of 
Tanzania as it is going to uplift 
confidence among established 
banks for the struggling ones.

Dr Yamungu Kayandabila, the 
deputy governor for economic 
and financial policies at the Bank 
of Tanzania (BoT) said the MoU 
focuses on credit guarantees for 
big banks lending to small ones.

He made this affirmation after 
signing the memorandum of 
understanding between BoT and 
a Netherlands financial market 
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international levels by issuing 
guarantees that cover the residual 
counterparty credit risk in 
interbank transactions, the BoT 
executive noted.

The new arrangement is expected 
to dampen interest rate pressures 
in commercial bank lending to 
one another, rising considerably 
in August, he said, noting that this 
was an indication of increased 
demand for cash among lenders in 
the recovering economy, but also 
stocking inflationary pressures.

BoT analysis showed overall 
interbank cash market rates 
reaching close to five percent in 
August, the highest in 25 months. 
In remarks at a press conference 
after the signing, he said that the 
MoU is geared at creating a more 
participatory interbank market and 
secondary bond market.

“There has been a growing 
mistrust between small, medium 
and large commercial banks when 
it comes to extending loans to one 
another,” he said, which observers 
said reflects the tight money 
circulation and acutely selective 
lending practices.

Frontclear will play a role in 
extending credit guarantee between 
the lender and the borrower, he 
stated, noting that the Netherlands 
intermediate financier will also 
guarantee small and medium banks 
access larger loans beyond their 
statutory expectation.

Interest rate hiking was a key part 
that the MoU seeks to resolve, he 
stated, while

Frontclear chief executive 
officer Philip Buyskes pointed at 
the need for a diagnostic study 
on other factors holding back the 
development of the local money 
market.

The agency will examine the legal 

and regulatory banking framework 
to figure out shortcomings and 
suggest remedies while examining 
contracts that banks enter for 
lending if they are aligned to 
standardized contracts applicable 
for derivative transactions.

Standards accepted by the 
International Swaps and Derivatives 
Association (ISDA) will serve as 
the benchmark for the study, the 
agency executive intoned.

Sonia Essobmadje, the UNECA 
chief of innovative finance and 
capital markets, said emerging 
markets such as Tanzania face a 
structural challenge tied up with 
extensive market segmentation.

There is evident over-reliance on 
the banking sector as the principal 
local source of liquidity, she said, 
elaborating that under normal 
market conditions counterparty 
credit risks are likely to dislocate 
banking relationships.

“Inefficient distribution of 
liquidity and risk impact the 
financial system’s overall soundness 
and role to effectively extend loans 
and financial products to the real 
economy,” she explained.

Abdi Mohammed, managing 
director at Absa Bank (T) Ltd and 
financial markets chairman for 
the Tanzania Bankers Association 
(TBA), said that more stable and 
inclusive money markets are a 
prerequisite for increasing depth in 
local currency bond markets.

“The nucleus of the money 
market is interbank lending, where 
banks borrow and lend to each 
other using financial instruments 
such as repurchase agreements and 
hedge balance sheet risks through 
derivatives,” he affirmed.

Harmonization of the business is 
of great importance and the MoU 
comes at a deserved moment, he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Netherlands firm’s MoU
to uplift inter-bank flows

making HBF an especially reliable 
source of external funding for 
health facilities.

“Direct health facility financing 
has increased autonomy and 
accountability of the units in 
reporting on the use of disbursed 
funds” he said.

Health facilities prioritize 
their needs in spending the 
funds, like enhanced community 
engagement via the health facility 
governing committees indirectly 
overseeing facility planning and 
budgeting. 

The committees hold 
healthcare providers 

accountable for the quality of the 
services rendered, he explained, 
urging other development 
partners to extend support 
to the government’s efforts 
in improving the provision of 
primary healthcare.

“I would like to assure you 
that the government will closely 
monitor expenditure of the funds. 
HBF has contributed to a number 
of impressive service delivery 

results over the years including 
an increased number of women 
accessing antenatal care,” he said at 
the signing ceremony.

Through HBF, more babies 
delivered by skilled birth attendants 
due to higher access to services, 
also offering emergency obstetric 
and newborn care.

Didier Chassot, the resident 
Swiss ambassador, summed up the 
development partners’ sentiments, 

encouraged other development 
partners to join forces to enable 
the government to do more with 
the pooled funding, to realize the 
country’s health sector strategic 
plans.

The government’s recent tabling 
of the Universal Health Insurance 
Bill was commendable and the 
development partners are looking 
forward to the outcome of the 
consultation process, he added.

FROM PAGE 1 Govt, partners endorse 98bn/- 
health basket funding plan

the Zanzibar irrigation project and 
now NIDA systems expansion. 

“All these projects cost $733bn, 
the premier affirmed, noting that 
in addition to EDCF loans, Tanzania 
also borrowed through the Korea 
International Cooperation Agency 
(KOICA).

KOICA’s assistance in health, 
technical education and 
scholarships have greatly assisted 
the country in the provision of 
facilities and personnel for its 
development drive.

Emmanuel Tutuba, the Treasury 
permanent secretary, said the 
agreement for NIDA systems 
expansion will enhance NIDA’s 
capacity issuing ID cards and data 
keeping.The portion on land plot 
records will enable the Lands 

ministry to create a new digital 
record keeping system, eliminating 
paper record keeping altogether.

The premier was also 
accompanied by Ambassador 
Mbarouk Nassor Mbarouk, the 
Foreign Affairs and East African 

Cooperation deputy minister, 
resident envoy to South Korea, 
Ambassador Togolani Mavura 
and Aboud Hassan Mwinyi – the 
Zanzibar President’s Office (Finance 
and Planning) deputy permanent 
secretary

FROM PAGE 1

PM gets Korean 310bn/- 
loan for NIDA systems

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa and his South Korean counterpart, Han Duck-Soo, pictured in Seoul on Wednesday witnessing the signing of 
agreements under which South Korea will extend to Tanzania a soft loan for 161bn/- and another for 139bn/- through Exim Bank. The signatories are 
Finance and Planning ministry permanent secretary Emmanuel Tutuba (L) and Exim Bank of Korea president Hee-seong Yoon. The money will go into 
the implementation of the second phase of the expansion of Tanzania’s National Identity Authority (NIDA) recognition system and the development 
and maintenance of the country’s Integrated Land Management Information System. Photo: PMO

Farm Africa senior manager Tumaini Elibariki (C) briefs Sweden’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Charlotta Ozaki Macias (R), on the construction of silos 
built at Mnang’ana village in Ikungi District, Singida Region, through collaboration between Farm Africa and UN-Women under Korea International 
Cooperation Agency sponsorship. Photo: Correspondent Thobias Mwanakatwe

By Henry Mwangonde

TANZANIA has received a Euro 
166 million (372bn/-) grant from the 
European Union (EU) to support 
three projects under a Multi-Annual 
Indicative Programme including 
fostering the blue economy and 
financial sector.

Minister for Finance and Planning 
Mwigulu Nchemba named the 
sectors to benefit from the support 
as blue economy, financial sector 
improvement and improvement of 
collaboration between Tanzania, EU 
and other international organisations.

Dr Mwigulu said the programme, 
which spans from 2021-2027 
covers three prioritised areas 
of green, resilient and inclusive 
growth; sustainable cities; and good 
governance and security.

“In the support, the blue economy 
sector will get Euro 110 million 
(246bn/-) for four years and will foster 
job creation, climate change and the 
main objective is to contribute to a 
blue economy which is resilient to 
climate change in cities and ecological 
systems in Zanzibar and Tanzania 
mainland,” Dr Nchemba said.

He said the improvement of the 
financial sector will receive Euro 
million 66 (148bn/-) for four years 
of which Euro 50 million will be 
disbursed by the EU and the remaining 
Euro 16 million will be contributed by 
Finland and the Commonwealth and 
foreign development office.

The minister said the main 
objective of the project is to improve 
accountable and efficient public 
fund management, improve the 
financial market and increase access 
to finance to women and youth 
as well as strengthen accountable 
collective discussions on finance 
management.

Dr Nchemba said the third project 
was to improve collaboration 
between Tanzania, the EU and 
other development partners worth 
Euro million 6 (13.4bn/-) aimed to 
contribute to the implementation of 
international development promises 
and Tanzania, EU inclusive plans as 
outlined in the programme.

According to him, the project’s 
format was innovative as it involves 
the implementation of special 
projects which includes general 

budget support and EU-Tanzania 
agreements which include sectoral 
budget support in the projects to be 
supported by other development 
partners.

“We are grateful for the budget 
support worth Euro million 64.8 
(145bn/-) in two of the three projects 
mentioned,” he said.

The minister said officers from 
Tanzania and the EU are working to 
ensure the general budget support 
worth Euro million 40 (90bn/-) for 
the financial year ending 2022/2023 is 
released in time.

“I can confirm that the EU is our 
strategic development partner to 
reach Sustainable Development 
Goals which has been evident in the 
number of soft loans received from 
the regional bloc since 1975,” he said.

The minister said so far Tanzania 
received Euro 2,394 million (5.9trn/-) 
as grants and Euro 270.9 (706.5bn/-
) as soft loans from the European 
Investment Bank (EIB).

Visiting European Commissioner 
for International Partnerships 
Jutta Urpilainen said the support 
follows several meetings President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan had with her 
counterparts of the European Union.

In particular, during her visit 
to Brussels, Belgium, in February 
2022, President Samia met with the 
President of the European Council, 
Charles Michel, and the President of 
the European Commission, Ursula 
von der Leyen.

Following those discussions, the 
first package of grants from the EU, 
worth Euro 180 million (400 bn/-) 
was announced. This time, European 
Commissioner Urpilainen’s visit 
witnessed the second package to 
support blue economy, a Tanzania 
high priority, as well as public and 
private finance.

“Worldwide, Global Gateway aims 
to mobilise up to Euro 300 billion 
of investment by 2027, in a Team 
Europe approach between the EU, 
its member states, development 
financial institutions and the private 
sector,” she said.

The EU senior official added that 
in Tanzania, these actors will work 
together with the government to use 
EU grants, such as the one announced 
today, in order to bring additional 
investments.

EU extends to Tanzania 
grant worth 372 billion/-
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By Henry Mwangonde

THE Tanzania Meteorological Authority 
(TMA) has advised farmers to plant early 
maturity and drought tolerant crops after 
its climate outlook for November to April 
season rains showed there will be below 
normal-to-normal rainfall in most parts of 
the country.

Due to changes in climate systems and 
the outlook for Msimu rains which is 
meant for areas that receive rains once a 
year as issued yesterday by (TMA), rains 
are likely to be below normal-to-normal 
in regions of Kigoma, Tabora, Katavi, 
Singida, Dodoma, Ruvuma, Lindi and 
Mtwara.

Addressing the media in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday, TMA acting director 
general Dr Hamza Kabelwa said in 
addition, normal to below normal rains 
are expected in some areas of Njombe, 
Rukwa, Songwe, Mbeya, Iringa and 
southern Morogoro regions.

“Farmers should plant crops such as 
root and tuber, legumes and horticultural 
crops and practice the use of sustainable 
farming techniques,” said Dr Kabelwa.

The outlook also shows that in the 

first half of the season (November 2022 – 
January 2023) long periods of dryness are 
expected to emerge with an increase in 
rainfall expected in the second half of the 
season (February-April, 2023).

“In addition, off-seasonal rains are 
expected in May 2023, in many areas 
while in Singida and Dodoma regions, the 
seasonal rains are expected to start late in 
the second week of January 2023,” said Dr 
Kabelwa.

The TMA outlook for November and 
December 2022, shows a significant deficit 
in soil moisture is expected to occur in 
many areas that receive seasonal rains 
and affect the growth of crops and the 
availability of pasture for livestock and 
wildlife.

During the period water levels in rivers 
and dams are expected to decrease 
and affect the availability of water for 
various uses such as irrigation and energy 
production.

“Authorities are advised to ensure that 
water sources are maintained as well as to 
set up water harvesting infrastructure in 
parallel with preparing and implementing 
strategic plans to encourage sustainable 
agriculture,” the outlook reads in part.

According to TMA, the condition may 
cause severe soil moisture which may 
affect crop growth.

In addition, an increase in crop 
pests such as ants, parasites, rodents 
and diseases are expected to occur in 
the season thus affecting crops and 
production in general. Honey production 
is also expected to be affected due to water 
deficits and flowering.

Due to this condition, farmers are 
advised to plant crops and seeds that 
mature within a short period of time and 
that can survive in low rainfall conditions 
such as root crops and garden crops.

In addition, they are advised to use 
sustainable farming techniques and 
technologies for water and soil moisture 
preservation at the same time farmers 
should consider getting advice from 
extension officers on how best to carry out 
agriculture activities for food and nutrition 
security.

The weatherman also called upon 
relevant authorities to provide education 
and advice to farmers on the best way 
and how to use the expected inadequate 
amount of rainfall as well as the optimal 
use of available food reserves.

By Felister Peter

FOREIGN Affairs and East African 
Cooperation minister, Stergomena Tax, 
has commended Vodacom Tanzania for 
expanding its International Money Transfer 
(IMT) to allow customers from eight countries 
in the Southern Africa Development 
Community (SADC) to send and receive 
money through M-Pesa.

This came as the mobile company launched 
a campaign dubbed ‘Dunia Kijiji, Afrika ni 
M-Pesa’ which aims at promoting M-Pesa as 
the currency of transactions for Africa.

The countries are South Africa, Malawi, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, Lesotho, Mozambique, 
Swaziland and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. 

“The entrant of mobile money in 
international remittance has not only 
improved ease of access but also reduced the 
cost of transfers bringing us closer to achieving 
the United Nations Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) number 10. We commend this 
growth in this space and applaud Vodacom 
M-Pesa for paving the way,” said the minister 
when speaking at the launch of the campaign 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

She commended the Bank of Tanzania 
(BoT) as the regulator for mobile money for 
working with telecom operators to ensure that 
international payments and remittances are 
done safely and securely which is consistent 
with both global and local standards.

“I congratulate the BoT for working closely 
with mobile money operators to allow 
growth of international money transfers in 
Tanzania and issuing the license to Vodacom 
under Section 16(3) of the Foreign Exchange 
regulation of 2022 that allows Tanzanians 
with M-Pesa to send money beyond East 
Africa to these 8 new SADC countries,” she 
added.

She said enabling customers to send money 
to SADC countries testifies to the enabling 
environment the central bank is putting 
on top of enabling Tanzanians to receive 
remittances from across the world directly 
into their mobile wallets.

Tax said: “This connects the diaspora to 
their families back home while international 

and inter-regional trade is made even easier 
with mobile money.”

M-Pesa Director, Epimack Mbeteni 
highlighted that M-Pesa has leveraged 
partnerships and innovation to grow its 
international money transfer portfolio.

He said the journey started in 2014 by 
connecting with Kenya, in 2019, by allowing 
M-Pesa customers to send money across 
East Africa and receive money from over 
200 countries thus making a significant 
contribution to incoming money into the 
ecosystem and growth of M-Pesa.

In September 2021, the company added 
a new feature that enables Tanzanian 
customers to send remittances from M-Pesa 
to all bank accounts in Kenya, Uganda and 
Rwanda. 

“We pride ourselves on being enablers in 
the mobile payment ecosystem by facilitating 
cross-border trade within the region 
through an efficient and seamless transfer 
of funds,  from anywhere around the globe 
through M-Pesa. Today we are pleased to 
announce the expansion of our IMT offering 
to more Pan-African countries allowing 
Tanzanians to send and receive money from 
eight SADC countries,” said Mbeteni.

He pointed out that international 
remittances continue to transform the lives of 
thousands of Tanzanians through facilitating 
payments in education, health, and various 
business segments.

He said Vodacom continues to provide 
a platform for the Tanzanian diaspora to 
effectively participate in socio-economic 
activities which will contribute to the overall 
development of the country.

International remittances make it possible 
for people and small businesses to stay 
connected irrespective of geography.

Mobile money has grown from a niche 
product to become Africa’s leading digital 
payment platform connecting millions across 
the continent and facilitating international 
trade and remittances.

Vodacom M-Pesa has been at the forefront in 
terms of facilitating international remittances 
through its IMT portfolio which connects 
over 200 countries worldwide allowing 
Tanzanians to transact across borders.

TMA roots for early-maturing
crops after poor rains forecast

8 SADC countries to benefit 
from expanded international 
portfolio on money transfers

Contractors Registration Board chairperson Consolata Ngimbwa pictured in Mwanza city yesterday opens three-day business and 
financial management capacity building training for Tanzanian contractors in Mwanza city yesterday. She is with CRB assistant 
registrar David Jere (L) and acting Lake Zone manager Omary Mwanunge. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Kaliua district executive director Thogonius Ligonja (6th-L) receives 50 desks from JTI Leaf representative Oscar Lwoga at Kasungu 
Primary School in Kaliua District on Wednesday. The items formed part of a donation of 1,500 desks the company has recently extended to 
schools in Tabora Region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE government has assured 
information communication 
technologies (ICT) innovators in 
the country of the availability of 
abundant valuable communication 
resources that will be offered to 
them free of charge.

Addressing a highly attended 
Tanzania Annual ICT Conference 
(TAIC) in Zanzibar yesterday, 
Tanzania Communications 
Regulatory Authority (TCRA) 
Director General Dr Jabiri Bakari 
said one of the key roles of TCRA 
is to promote the use of ICT and 
enable new communication 

services focused on improving 
living standards of the people. 

Dr Jabiri said previously, 
innovators and other incubators 
had to pay substantial amounts 
of money to TCRA to get the 
valuable resources of the frequency 
spectrum, numbering resources 
and shortcodes plus dot tz domain 
name resources for local network 
connectivity. 

He said as part of a strategy to 
support the innovators to come up 
with new ICT solutions that would 
directly benefit communities in the 
country, the government now offers 
the costly resources free of charge 
to start ups and incubators for a 
period of three months. He added 
that three months testing period 
could be extended, provided the 
ICT solution-testing projects have 

been approved by COSTECH as 
viable and promising. 

TCRA boss was among the 
panelist in a conference that 
was attended by both local and 
international ICT professionals, 
researchers, and academicians 
from private and public sectors, 
said that TCRA is also an enabler of 
the communication sector, creating 
a level playing field among service 

providers for a harmonised sectoral 
performance.

Dr Jabiri told thousands of 
the delegates who attended the 
conference that statistics that 
TCRA has just released on sectoral 
performance have revealed 
tremendous improvement 
and promising growth in the 
communication sector with very 
positive trends in the economic 

development of the country.  
The TCRA Chief said most 

sections in the communication 
sector realised progress like 
Mobile phone Network Providers 
(MNOs) who recorded growth 
in the number of SIM cards 
registered from 56.2 million in 
June 2022 to over 58 million by 
September 2022.

Dr Jabiri said TCRA recently 
successfully concluded auctioning 
of high value frequency spectrum 
resources to service providers 
who will be able to open more 
opportunities for communication 
services in the country and enable 
the deployment of 5G network. 

TCRA boss assures innovators on 
abundance of opportunities in ICT
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 By Guardian Reporter

THE Minister for Works and Transport, Prof 
Makame Mbarawa, has allowed drivers to 
start using the new Wami Bridge in Chalinze 
Council, Coast Region following completion 
of the construction work by 96 percent.

Prof Mbarawa asked leaders and citizens in 
Coast Region to ensure the bridge is protected 
so that it lasts for more than 120 years.

“The construction work has been 
completed by 96 percent; it can be used by 
drivers and other users, but with caution as 
the contractor is finishing up the remaining 
job,” said Prof Mbarawa.

Prof Mbarawa asked the leaders to 
cooperate with the Tanzania National Roads 
Agency (TANROADS) and the contractors 
constructing the Kibaha-Chalinze-Morogoro 
expressway (215 km) to facilitate smooth 
implementation of the project.

“The government continues to open 
up the Coast Region by improving road 
infrastructures through construction of roads 
including the one from Pangani-Horohoro-
Lungalunga- to Mombasa in Kenya which is 
expected to open up a number of economic 
opportunities for people living along it as well 
as promoting tourism,” Prof Mbarawa stated.

TANROADS Acting Chief Executive, Eng 
Dorothy Mtenga said more than 75bn/- 
have been used in the construction of the 
bridge which is intended to solve transport 
challenges.

She said the new bridge replaces the old 
one which was built some 63 years ago.

Bagamoyo District Commissioner, Zainabu 
Abdalah Issa, commended the government, 
especially the Ministry of Works and Transport 
for implementation of strategic infrastructure 
projects in Coast Region. She said the roads 
stimulate the development of the industrial, 
tourism and several other sectors.

She assured the minister that the bridges 
and roads being constructed in the region will 
be protected and well maintained.

Chalinze Member of Parliament, who is also 
the Deputy Minister of Land, Housing and 
Human Settlement Development, Ridhiwani 
Kikwete thanked the government for 
developing the region’s road infrastructures 
to facilitate transportation of both passengers 
and cargo.

The new Wami Bridge, with a length of 513.5 
meters, a width of 11.85 meters and a 3.8 km 
road connecting Coast Region with Tanga 
Region.

By Guardian Reporter

THE Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and 
Tourism, Mary Masanja, has called upon residents in 
Iringa to work together in controlling fire incidents in 
tree farms owned by both the government and private 
sector.

Masanja made the remarks at Kibengu village in 
Mufindi in Iringa region during a tour of sectoral 
ministers at Sao Hill timber farm.

“I call upon you to be vigilant especially on when to 
burn bushes in these farms so that we can get rid of 
the bush fires which have been locking our forests and 
farms,” he said.

The deputy minister called upon the residents and 
farm leaders to be around when the bushes are being 
burnt to control such fires.

She said the timber farms have been supportive to 
residents surrounding the area, giving an example of 
the Sao Hill timber farm which has employed 4,000 
people.  

She added that the farm has been supportive in 
various initiatives including construction of classrooms, 
dispensaries, health centres and other development 
projects.

The deputy minister said the farm has been producing 
7- million nursery trees which are planted in areas 
where the trees have been harvested and distributed to 
individuals, companies and institutions.

The sectoral ministers’ tour has progressed to 
Njombe where it is expected toinspect various projects 
and address land conflicts in districts within the region.

By Guardian Reporter

THE construction of the 154 meter Kinyasungwi-
Godegode bridge connecting Mpwapwa and Kibakwe 
constituencies in Dodoma region is expected to start in 
December this year

The Deputy Minister of Works and Transport, Godfrey 
Kasekenya,  made the remarks after inspecting the  48.1 
kilometer Mpwapwa-Gulwe-Kibakwe road which he 
said was important to the economy of the region and 
the country at large.

The deputy minister said apart from the Kinyasungwi-
Godegode Bridge, the construction will also involve 
building the 6-kilometer feeder roads.

“The road is important for food production and is a 
connecting road to Dodoma and Morogoro region up to 
Dar es Salaam, therefore the construction will open up 
opportunities to residents in the said regions,” he said.

In another development t, the deputy minister 
called upon the contractor Mtwivila Traders who is 
constructing bridges along the road and Technics 
Constructions Group who is constructing the Mpwapwa 
bridge to ensure they are done before rains start.

The acting manager for the Tanzania National Roads 
Agency (TANROADS) Dodoma Salehe Juma assured the 
deputy minister that the roads will be finalized timely 
and at the agreed quality.

Mpwapwa District Commissioner Josephat Maganga 
said the completion of the road will end the woes that 
users in the region are facing especially during the rainy 
season, a move which affects their productivity.

Prof Mbarawa tells drivers to 
start using new Wami Bridge

...it can be used by 
drivers and other users, 
but with caution as the 
contractor is finishing 
up the remaining job

Kinyasungwi-Godegode 
bridge construction set
to begin this December, 
deputy minister declares

Be vigilant to cut down 
cases of fire eruptions in 
tree farms, urges deputy 
minister Mary Masanja

Construction a bridge in Mpwapwa District in progress, as found yesterday, this being part of the government’s strategy to improve 
surface transport in Dodoma Region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Correspondent, Singida

THE Vocational Education and Training Authority 
(VETA) in Singida region, Arusha Technical College 
(ATC) and the Netherlands-based Dusabikane 
organisation have agreed to start a new solar power 
training course in those colleges.

VETA acting director general, Fihili Challange said 
this here over the weekend when speaking at the first 
graduation at the college.

He said that VETA Singida will be the center for 
preparing solar power training course facilitators inside 
and outside VETA.

He said that in order to ensure that the training 
is successful, the Dusabikane/CCHO has provided 
equipment worth 136m/- and VETA has provided 
15.3m/- where the Arusha Technical College will provide 
expertise and advice.

Challange said that so far the college has successfully 
trained 13 facilitators who are teachers who were able 
to train 20 students who have graduated for the first 
time and been awarded certificates at the VETA Singida 
college.

Singida District Commissioner, Eng. Paskas Muragili 
said the program has come at the right time when right 
now the whole world is talking about the issue of solar 
energy which helps a lot to take care of the environment.

“In terms of electricity plans, our government has 
announced a program to ensure that in a few years we 
have solar electricity and wind electricity that will be 
included in the national grid,” he said.

Muragili said good luck in all the studies conducted in 
the Singida region, it has been seen that there is a lot of 
wind and the sun is burning for a long time so that it can 
generate enough electricity.

He said that due to the situation, the government has 
already announced the process of finding people to 
invest in the production of wind and solar electricity 
and there are several companies that have applied 
for the tender and the Singida Municipal Council has 
allocated a special area to produce solar electricity.

Singida Regional Commissioner, Peter Serukamba 
said that the use of solar electricity is very helpful in 
taking care of the environment because it does not have 
moving objects and thus does not damage the air like 
other energy sources.

Serukamba said solar electricity will also help reduce 
electricity bills for customers because some devices 
such as lights and radios can use solar electricity and 
stoves and irons use grid electricity.

The RC urged parents and guardians to send their 
children to VETA colleges so that they can be trained in 
the solar electricity course that will provide them with 
employment.

By Correspondent James Kandoya

NATURAL Resources and Tourism Minister 
Dr Pindi Chana has called upon developing 
countries to chart ways how to further take 
the tourism sector ahead after the Covid-19 
pandemic.

She made the remarks yesterday in Dar 
es Salaam when officially opening the 2nd 
international conference on Linking Industry 
with Academia in the Tourism and Hospitality 
sector in developing countries (LIATH).

The conference deliberated on a theme: 
‘Post Covid-19 Resilience and Recovery 
Strategy for Tourism in Developing countries’ 
and attracted participants from the academia, 
government and stakeholders in the tourism 
sector.

She said it was important for developing 
countries to work together for common goals 
and achievements in the sector which is the 
main source of foreign exchange.

“Developing countries need to come 
together to discuss and deliver how they can 
come together after their economies were hit 
by the Covid-19 pandemic,” she said.

“The event is very important because it 
will be a platform for the countries to learn 
experience and solutions to rescue the 
tourism sector, “she added.

The minister said Tanzania just like other 
countries in the world was also affected by 

the pandemic adding that in an attempt to 
rescue the sector, the government has taken 
a number of measures such as National 
Standard Procedures guidelines to facilitate 
providers in the tourism supply chain.

Another measure taken according to the 
minister was the launching of the Tanzania 
royal tour which is aimed at showcasing the 
country’s tourist destinations to increase the 
number of tourists.

“The conference will provide a platform to 
learn and network between the practitioners 
and policymakers,” she said.

The participants will share experiences and 
discuss sustainable solutions to rescue the 
sector that was affected by the pandemic.

Dr Florian Mtei, Acting CEO the National 
Tourism College said that during the 
conference a total of 55 papers will be 
presented within and outside the country.

He named the papers and countries in 
brackets are Kenya (5), South Africa (15), 
Zambia (4), Namibia (3), Zimbabwe (6), 
Zanzibar (2) and the remaining papers will be 
presented by the National College of Tourism.

Prof Ndivhuwo Tshipala, from the 
department of tourism management- 
Tshwane University of Technology 
highlighted the need for African countries to 
strengthen their domestic market.

“We need to develop, support and promote 
our tourist rural market,” he said.

Minister tasks developing countries 
to develop strategy on improving 
tourism sector after Covid-19 crisis

VETA to venture into 
solar power training

In terms of electricity 
plans, our government 
has announced a 
program to ensure that 
in a few years we have 
solar electricity and 
wind electricity that 
will be included in the 
national grid

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi presents an award to MIC Tanzania CEO Kamal Okba (2nd-L) at Wednesday’s inauguration 
at Bwefuu in Zanzibar’s Urban West Region of 42 communication towers and 11 ICT centres all built with Universal Communications 
Access Fund (UCSAF) grants. Tigo-UCSAF collaboration has enabled the construction of such towers in various strategic areas in Tan-
zania, including Unguja and Pemba islands. Left is Information, Communications and Information Technology minister Nape Nnauye. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Value chains vital in LNG plant 
uplifting GDP by $7bn annually

A 
liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) plant in 
southeastern Tanzania 
projected to grow into 

Africa’s largest energy project is seen 
holding immense socio-economic 
promise for the government, the 
country and the nation.

Experts say the project stands 
to increase the country’s Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) by over 
US$7bn per year and add upwards of 
US$2bn in revenues.

This is according to a 
macroeconomic study on the project 
by a leading stakeholder, Stanbic 
Bank (T) Ltd, which has projected 
intensive benefits to the economy 
even as its summary fell short of 
referring to the resource curse threat 
entailed.

It is true that the government has 
a track record of some resilience 
in that direction, as there is a stark 
warning as to what happened in 
2013 as the much smaller projects 
were being developed, for pumping 
natural gas to the commercial 
capital, Dar es Salaam.

That is perhaps history better 
forgotten for now, but links to local 
demands remain not far from 
corporate social responsibility 
generally, or being favoured in 
making use of the jobs multiplier, etc.

This time the numbers are 
different and they will attract 
attention at all levels of the public 
sector bureaucracy for unmitigated 
gain, and it would to move with 
extreme care.

Admittedly, there was a kind of 
value chain analysis in the Stanbic 
Bank consultancy presentation, 

but it focused very narrowly at the 
job opportunities profile, not the 
earnings as such.

This sort of problem was raised 
in 2013 and a law even came up 
to create a ‘sovereign fund’ from 
natural resources, outside the usual 
budget framework.

Why wouldn’t Treasury pay off 
much of the national debt with the 
money and lower taxes significantly 
–by filling up with the LNG revenues?

When the Treasury or the Bank 
of Tanzania releases such funds in 
a situation of belt tightening, all will 
be well as no one will be seen to be 
improperly benefiting from the cash. 

The issue isn’t just to use windfall 
gains to restructure the budgeting 
so that the one-third of revenues 
that goes to paying the foreign debt 
is transferred to LNG accounts until 
the debt dries out.

Rather, it becomes talk about 
extensive involvement of land-
based transactions in pursuing 
such investments, so that the public 
gets a chunk of the cash in a non-
preferential manner.

That means that the government 
avoids the usual way of setting aside 
land for this or that industry and 
instead encourages investors – not 
just those tied the LNG project – to 
properly acquire land from local 
residents.

Having large amounts of 
cash entering the economy, 
supplemented by vastly lower taxes 
would help make Tanzania grow into 
a regional industrial hub, ensuring 
that the proverbial resource curse is 
nipped in the bud – thus leading to 
the realisation of a big dream.

World Day for Audiovisual Heritage,  
in effect, concerns education, images

A
RCHIVISTS in 
broadcasting have a 
world day to mark on 
October 27 of each 

year, as it is devoted to the world’s 
audiovisual heritage.

Part of the reason is that, while 
documents can survive for decades 
or centuries and some have a 
millennium on their carbon prints, 
the same isn’t true of audiovisual 
heritage. Instead, we usually have 
it for a generation, and for some 
massive events, several generations.

A United Nations chronicler 
profiling this international day, says 
that audiovisual archives tell us 
stories about the lives and cultures 
of people from all over the world, as 
they represent a priceless heritage 
affirming humankind’s collective 
memory.

The archives are a valuable source 
of knowledge since they reflect 
the cultural, social and linguistic 
diversity of our communities. But 
while all that is true, a rapid glance 
shows that it is at the national 
level that this memory is real and 
continuous, though it then spreads 
elsewhere.

This year we had a unique 
opportunity in Tanzania in looking 
at this heritage and what it means 
for national life – in marking 23 years 
of the death of founder president 
Mwalimu Julius Nyerere and the 
centenary of his life.

All manner of events tied up with 
this rich legacy, the singular threat 
of collective experience that governs 
the rhythm of our presence as a 
nation, were entirely audiovisual.

Recorded and stored voices and 
images are irreplaceable for national 
memories, and entirely relied upon 
to maintain the tempo and character 
of awareness.

The chronicler says that 
audiovisual heritage help us grow 
and comprehend the world we 
all share such that conserving this 
heritage and ensuring that it remains 
accessible to the public and to future 
generations is a vital goal for all 
memory institutions.

The chronicler holds that this is 

true for the public at large but, as 
a matter of fact, the wider public 
knows only vaguely the breadth and 
character of such heritage.

The good news is that the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) has 
an archives wing that has launched 
a full digitisation project that it 
identifies with the UN agency.

But we know that the agency has 
given its name to a lengthy series 
of conservation sites around the 
world, and Tanzania boasts quite a 
few as well. We can develop a similar 
project at the local level to gradually 
digitise what we wish preserve of our 
cultural heritage.

With the sort of digital equipment 
currently accessible, it only needs 
funding to empower those who will 
seek such pursuits, especially if it 
is educational institutions seeking 
to make profiles of where they are 
located, first as regions and then as 
districts.

There is a fair amount of literature 
in that regard already, mainly stories 
from veterans of the colonial period 
who could recount what there was 
before colonialism came around.

It is known as oral tradition, but 
often it is a single researcher who 
visits a place for interviews as oral 
data, not exactly heritage.

The UN chronicler similarly shows 
that there are special areas where 
UNESCO focuses its work in the 
building of digitised archives, for 
instance in its associated schools 
project network launched in 1953.

It links some 8,500 schools and 
other educational institutions in 
178 countries. There is plenty that 
a UNESCO-inspired effort of the 
sort can achieve at the local level, 
an actual national network, not 
just a world network sharing vastly 
scattered images.

The whole idea of marking his 
particular Day is to raise awareness 
of the significance and preservation 
risks of recorded sound and 
audiovisual documents. Its relevance 
is still unquestionably intact – and 
hence the need for its continued 
observance globally.

McKinsey Global Pub-
lishing’s Lucia Rahilly 
chats with McKinsey 
senior partner Asutosh 
Padhi and co-authors 
Gaurav Batra and Nick 
Santhanam about their 
forthcoming book, The 
Titanium Economy: 
How Industrial Tech-
nology Can Create a 
Better, Faster, Stronger 
America (Public Af-
fairs, October 2022). 
She reveals 35 cutting-
edge companies in the 
industrial tech sector, 
highlighting a robust 
“titanium economy” 
that creates American 
jobs and fuels innova-
tion through sustain-
able, inclusive growth. 
You’ve probably never 
heard of the companies 
they cover – under-
the-radar makers of 
a range of industrial 
products. But these 
companies make up a 
burgeoning sector that 
the co-authors say is 
just beginning its best 
years, and that has the 
potential to reinvigor-
ate American manu-
facturing – sustainably 
and inclusively – in the 
process. An edited ver-
sion of the conversa-
tion follows. Excerpts 
from the interview:

Why haven’t industrial 
companies invested more 
in storytelling about their 
successes?

Asutosh Padhi: The titanium 
economy companies are under the 
radar because they are, in some 
sense, everywhere – so you can’t 
find them at a single place. They 
are private, so you don’t find them 
listed on the stock market.

They don’t have business-to-
consumer brands, so they don’t 
have the need to advertise. Because 
they tend to be smaller from the 
standpoint of revenues, they don’t 
make headlines in the news media.

Titanium economy companies 
have been going about doing 
what they’re actually good at – 
which is delivering great returns 
for their shareholders, taking 
care of customers, taking care of 
employees, doing the job around 
communities, and cleaning the 
environment. However, they have 

never really found an opportunity 
to pull it all together and tell the 
story.

Gaurav Batra: Industrial 
companies haven’t invested more 
in storytelling for the same reason 
we are excited about this sector: 
because it’s not on a technology 
treadmill. You don’t see an industrial 
company coming up and then 
disappearing in three or six years.

On the flip side, this also brings 
a sense of complacency. You may 
think: “I’m making a 10 per cent 
margin, or a 15 per cent margin. 
That’s not bad. It’s not great, but 
it’s not bad either.” There’s limited 
reason to complain.

The urgency to change, the need 
to change, the burning platform 
don’t necessarily exist. This is 
where I think we get to the crux 
of the problem: the narrative, the 
mindset about the sector overall, 
has to change.

It should be less about “are we 
comfortable?” because we are 
comfortable. I think it’s a very 
healthy sector today in the US, 
but it can be a lot healthier. So, we 
find the true potential of the sector 
for the country and frame all our 
discussions through that lens.

I think it’s a very healthy sector 
today in the US, but it can be 
a lot healthier. So, we find the 
true potential of the sector for 
the country and frame all our 
discussions through that lens.

Nick Santhanam: Industrial 
sector players work hard for their 
money. Every time they’ve gotten 
an improvement, it’s because they 
have driven a true performance 
improvement, versus just getting 
valued more – which is, as we call it, 
the multiples. The analogy is that, if 
you’re buying a house, you buy it for 

a dollar per square foot. Three years 
later, you would pay more for the 
same house because you would pay 
more dollars per square foot.

The industrial sector is where 
you continue to pay the same, so 
you only get more if you build more 
houses or make more earnings. I 
think that’s because the sector has 
not been good at storytelling. It 
hasn’t gotten its message around 
about how great it is, and I think 
fixing that is going to solve a trillion-
dollar question: which is creating 
their trillions of dollars in valuation.

What has been the experience 
of industrial companies 
during this period of profound 
disruption, including Covid-19 
and the energy transition?

Asutosh Padhi: One of the things 
that struck me is that we’ve been 
having a lot of discussion about 
the energy transition, and I think 
there is widespread concern about 
the fact that companies are doing 
a lot of greenwashing. [Now, this 
is the making of unsubstantiated 
claims to deceive consumers 
into believing that a company’s 
products are environmentally 
friendly or have a greater positive 
environmental impact than what 
is true. - Editor]. I was skeptical too, 
but then I started to look at what 
these companies are doing. They’re 
inventing technologies that will 
actually help with carbon capture 
and sequestration.

Take a company like Trex: they 
are recycling plastics to make 
outdoor wooden decks that are 97 
per cent recycled. There are waste 
management companies which we 
talk about in the book that are using 
advanced analytics.

Normally, when you throw out 
the garbage in your house, if you’re 

like me, you are not particularly 
good at figuring out what is garbage 
and what should be recycled.

Companies are now using 
artificial intelligence to sort through 
trash and figure out how to optimise 
waste management. They’re not 
talking much about it, but they’re 
making it happen.

Nick Santhanam: The industrial 
sector is extremely resilient. It’s 
probably one of the very few 
sectors that follow the “live and let 
live” maxim. Unlike other sectors – 
retail or tech, for example – where 
companies have a meteoric rise and 
a meteoric fall, you don’t have that 
here, which is a greatness of the 
industrial sector: it’s very resilient.

Industrial companies make great 
products. They make great margins. 
They’ve been wanted. Yes, they’ve 
gone through rough spots, but even 
through the rough spots, they end 
up coming out all right. They’re 
very resilient.

What are the top lessons that 
you would like readers to take 
away from reading this book?

Asutosh Padhi: The most 
important lessons are around 
the importance of recognizing 
innovation and technology. We 
have a very strong foundation in the 
United States to build from; we have 
a set of about 5,000 companies 
that have been driving the titanium 
economy’s growth, not just for the 
past five to ten years but for the past 
100 years.

I think we are still early on that 
journey to the full potential of the 
titanium economy. Over time it 
could perhaps be two or three times 
the scale of what it is today. It could 
help us create a lot more jobs, and it 
could have the amplification effect 
we talked about. When it grows, it 
will help us create a much cleaner 
planet. It will help us create a most 
inclusive economy, and my personal 
hope is that it also becomes more 
diverse.

•	 Lucia Rahilly is 
deputy publisher and global 
editorial director of McKinsey 
Global Publishing, based in the 
New York office. Comments 
and opinions expressed by 
interviewees are their own and 
do not represent or reflect the 
opinions, policies, or positions 
of McKinsey & Company or have 
its endorsement. This is the last 
of a three-part piece. We ran the 
first part on October 14 and the 
second on October 20. – Editor.

Industrial technology is progressively
creating a more inclusive economy (3)

Interview
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Revenue 
Authority (TRA) has 
collected 2.1trn/- as taxes 
from beverages since the 
kick-start of the Electronic 
Tax Stamps (ETS) in 
January 2019.

Richard Kayombo, 
TRA’s commissioner 
for tax education said 
in an interview that the 
introduction of ETS 
has not only improved 
the collection of excise 
duty, but also other 
taxes including VAT and 
Corporate tax.

Kayombo said that the 
number of companies 
registered by TRA on the 
ETS is almost hitting 500 
by end of August 2022, up 
from an initial 50 when 
the service was first rolled 
out three years ago.

The type of excisable 
manufactured goods—
cigarettes, beer, soft 
drinks, bottled water, fruit 
juices, wines & spirits and 
fruit wines such as banana 
and rosella.

According to him, 
the introduction of ETS 
has shown tremendous 
growth in revenue 
collection with analysis 
by TRA in comparing the 
primary tax collected by 
this system (the Excise 
Duty) for the three years 
showing tenfold growth.

“Total collection of 
revenue in the three years 
of implementation of the 
system has seen revenue 
from wines, beers, 
bottled water, soft drinks, 
cigarettes and spirits 
grow from 1.6trn/- in the 

preceding three years to 
2.1trn/- in the three years’ 
post-ETS installation,” he 
said.

The collection 
represents a 28 percent 
improvement during 
that period with beer 
improving by 15 percent, 
spirits by 79 percent, 
and bottled water by 
470 percent, whereas 
the biggest growth was 
registered in wine where 
the growth of 1028 
percent was recorded 
during that period.

With recent criticism on 
how effective the system 
has been in improving 
revenues TRA says some 
critics hardly have proof 
and it remains mere 
hearsay.

“During the financial 
year ending June 2022, the 
Excise Duty and VAT from 
the Alcohols produced in 
the country earned the 
nation 767.5bn/-.”

According to him, 
locally manufactured 
spirits earned the taxman 
239.3bn/-, beer was the 
greatest earner as it 
fetched 517.9bn/- and 
wines brought in 10.1bn/-.

“To enforce compliance 
TRA conducts regular 
inspections, surveillance 
and enforcements in the 
markets to ensure that 
the available products 
possess genuine stamps 
and have come from 
legitimate manufacturers 
or importers,” he said.

It is through such 
campaigns that most 
unregistered traders are 
uncovered and punished 
as per the Electronic Tax 

Stamps Regulations, 2018.
“Not only has it improved 

the collection but there is also 
the element of illicit brews that 
were making it to the market 
from some neighbouring 
countries,” he said.

According to him, the ETS 
was rolled out by a Swiss 
firm—Société Industrielle et 
Commerciale de Produits 

Alimentaires (SICPA), which 
came with modern technology 
that provides security features 
that simplify the administration 
of taxpayers and address the 
longstanding challenges in 
the administration of tax in 
excisable goods.

“Besides it helps to protect 
the welfare and health of con-
sumers by enabling them to ver-

ify the genuineness of the prod-
uct and stamp using various 
ways including mobile phones,” 
he said.

Responding to these concerns 
sometimes raised by manufac-
turers, Kayombo said the ETS as 
of now is the most transparent 
way of proving the volumes and 
the taxes due in real time.

This, he said, has helped the 

tax collectors avoid unneces-
sary disputes.

“The government has taken 
several initiatives first by charg-
ing in Shilling as opposed to US 
dollars as the case was initially 
and further negotiated prices 
downwards.”

According to Kayombo, 
the process of procurement 
of a new vendor is ongoing 

and several companies have 
tendered their bids.

“The process is transparent 
involving the Confederation of 
Tanzania Industries (CTI)—the 
umbrella body that represents 
manufacturers, and through 
this, we expect to obtain even 
more competitive prices for 
ETS taking into account the 
economies of scale,” he said.

TRA collects 2.1trn/- from beverages since ETS inception - commissioner
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COP27 President’s envoy on youths: With hurricanes, 
floods, heatwaves, climate change cannot be ignored

 Cairo

C
OP 27’s official 
Youth Envoy, 
Dr Omnia El 
Omrani, real-

ised the impact of climate 
change in 2017, and Hur-
ricane Irma slammed Mi-
ami.

As a doctor, she wit-
nessed the influx of emer-
gency patients into the 
hospital as a result of the 
hurricane, which piqued 
her interest in environ-
mental and climate issues. 
She described it as a sig-
nificant milestone in her 
life.

“As a result, I decided to 
become an activist in the 
areas of public health and 
climate change over the 
ensuing years. I did this by 
attending events as a rep-
resentative of a global or-
ganisation of medical stu-
dents and young doctors, 
starting with the COP24 
Climate Change Summit 
in Poland in 2018 and con-
tinuing through the Glas-
gow Conference in Britain 
in 2021,” Omnia said in an 
interview with IPS.

El Omrani is an Egyp-
tian plastic and recon-
struction surgery resi-
dent, community leader 
and climate change activ-
ist. She was appointed by 
the President-designate 
of the 27th Session of the 
Conference of the Parties 
(COP27), Sameh Shoukry.

Host country Egypt has 
committed to empower-
ing youth. It sees the role 
of the youth envoy as a 
way to encourage and 
promote youth perspec-
tives before COP27 and 
throughout the negotia-
tions and conference it-
self.

El Omrani sees herself 
as central to involving the 
world’s young people at 
COP27 to promote climate 
action and implementa-
tion with the critical inter-
ventions necessary for the 
conference’s implementa-
tion-focused strategy.

The Youth Climate 
Summit COY17’s most 
significant outcome is to 
develop a statement that 
reflects the youth’s per-
ception of the problem – 
and to suggest solutions.

The youth statement’s 
coordination began 
ahead of the COY17 youth 
summit, and YOUNGO 
with working groups will 
review and edit a draught 
version in Sharm El-
Sheikh from November 
2–4, after which it will be 
sent to the COP27 presi-
dent, she explained.

“The unique thing that 
we will do this year On the 
Young and Future Gen-
erations Day (November 
10), we will have a round-
table discussion instead 
of a panel discussion at 
COP27. Here we will bring 
together high-ranking of-
ficials, negotiators, and 
ministers and YOUNGO 
to discuss the statement 
and (debate) how to get it 
implemented,” El Omrani 
said.

YOUNGO is the UN-
FCCC’s official youth con-
stituency.

El Omrani said, “It’s ex-
ceedingly challenging to 
convince wealthy nations 
to convert pledges into ac-
tual funding, but certain 
approaches could help”.

These approaches in-
clude providing solid 
evidence on the impact 
of climate change. For 
example, Pakistan floods 
this year caused massive 
damage to the country’s 
economy. Small island 
countries share similar 
issues. Likewise, severe 
heat waves swept through 
Europe.

El Omrani, who is 27, 
has represented over 1.3 
million medical students, 
leading their global ad-
vocacy and policy work 
on climate change with 
the UNFCCC, UNEP, and 
WHO, while also being 
engaged in climate action 
projects across Egypt and 
the world.

El Omrani was the In-
ternational Federation of 
Medical Students’ Asso-
ciation’s National Public 
Officer, MENA Focal Point, 
and Liaison Officer for 
Public Health Issues.

She has participated 
in climate discussions 
at COP24, COP25, and 
COP26, environmental 
projects, and internation-
al climate conferences, 
such as the WHO Civil 
Society Group to Advance 
Climate and Health.

“I believe it is my re-
sponsibility to inform 
people about the signifi-
cance of climate change in 
my community and at the 
institution where I work 
as a doctor. I also believe 
I must deliver these mes-
sages to decision-makers 
and urge them to act on 
this issue,” she added.

“I am now developing 
a curriculum to be taught 
at universities to increase 
awareness of climate 
change issues, not just in 
Egypt but also throughout 
Africa, in collaboration 
with Ain Shams Univer-
sity in Egypt.”
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NMB’s Chief of Internal Audit Benedicto Baragomwa speaks at the Tanzania Annual ICT 
Conference ending today in Zanzibar.  PHOTO BY GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT

 By Guardian Reporter

Tanzania International 
Container Terminal Services 
(TICTS) has tabled to the gov-
ernment an investment pro-
posal in terminal upgrading 

and integrated logistics valued well 
over 1.1trn/- ($500 million).

TICTS said in a statement yester-
day that has over the last one year 
achieved a solid teamwork and co-
operation with the Tanzania Ports 
Authority (TPA), which greatly con-
tributed to the company’s success 
stories.

In late 2021, the waiting time 
in Dar es Salaam was untenable, 
but through mobilized resources 
from TICTS’ parent group, Hutch-
ison Ports,  the company invested 
12.5bn/- in equipment to elevate 
the operations of the terminal and 
to unlock additional capacity at the 
port, the statement noted. 

Through the investment, TICTS 
has enabled the upwards of  han-
dling of  50,000 TEU (twenty-foot 
equivalent units) in a busy month 
at Dar es Salaam port, and the ter-

Barrick invests 
5trillion/- since 
agreement with 
the govt in 2019

minal is now nearing the 70,000 
TEU mark for a single month. 

However, TICTS is on course to 
surpass 700,000 TEU in a single 
year. 

This is great news for the inter-
national traders in Tanzania and 

its neighboring countries which 
rely on Dar es Salaam as the re-
gion’s premier gateway and port of 
choice. 

“Despite the progress of 2022, 
this year has not been without its 
challenges. There has been more 

than one incident at the terminal 
where equipment has been taken 
out of commission under question-
able circumstances,” the statement 
further said. 

“Determined not to lose its mo-
mentum, TICTS has been quick 

NMB’s digital transformation stimulates Zanzibar economy 
By Guardian Correspondent, 
Zanzibar

NMB Bank Pls has 
promised the revolution-
ary government of Zanzi-
bar that will continue to 
enhance its investments 
on digital economy of the 
isles to enable stimulates 
blue economy.

This was said by bank’s 
officials on Wednesday 
during the opening of 
the Tanzania ICT Annual 
Conference (TAIC) which 
was officially opened by 
Zanzibar President and 
Chairman of Revolution 
Council Dr Hussein 
Mwinyi.

The theme for the 
three-day TAIC is coor-
dinated by Tanzania ICT 
Commission is “Using 

digital transformation in 
blue ecoomy for socio-
economic development” 
is attended by 1,000 peo-
ple, including 800 ICT 
experts and 200 spon-
sors from Tanzania and 
abroad.

Presenting the paper 
during the conference, 
NMB Bank chief internal 
auditor Benedicto Barag-
omwa said the promise 
is continuation to en-
hancing digitalization in-
vestment in Zanzibar, as 
the bank has remained a 
major contributor to sup-
porting blue economy 
through different part-
nerships with the govern-
ment and private sector.

Baragomwa noted that 
the bank partnership 
with Zanzibar Association 

 By Francis Kajubi

BARRICK Gold Corporation 
has so far invested 5.09trillion/- 
($2.187billion) since the new 
agreement with the government 
through Twiga Corporation Miner-
als in 2019.

The company says has pledged 
to continue extending its commit-
ment to employment of nationals 
and make them part of the mining 
sector’s direct and indirect benefi-
ciaries.

Addressing the press in North 
Mara at the weekend on the Com-
pany’s performance of its two gold 
mines North Mara and Bulyanhulu, 
for the quarter ending September 
2022, Barrick President and CEO 

Mark Bristow said the company 
has so far employed 5,000 Tanza-
nians.

“As of today, 96 percent of our 
workforce is formed by Tanzani-
ans of which 45.3 percent are hired 
directly from the community sur-
rounding the mines. 58 percent of 
senior managers are Tanzanians as 
female employees’ form 11 percent 
of total headcount,” said Bristow.

According to him, as of Septem-
ber national employees are 4,812 
while foreign experts are 188 which 
is equivalent to four percent.

He said during the third quarter, 
the Company paid $204million 
(475.71million/-) in taxes, royal-
ties and levies.  It paid $42million 
(97.97million/-) to the government 

TICTS to invest 1.1trn/- in terminal’s 
upgrading, its integrated logistics

of Tour Operators (ZATO) enabled the 
launch of NMB,ZATO Prepaid Card 
services and other partnership with the 
e’Government Agency enabled the launch 
of NMB e-Government Zanzibar which 

has improved revenue collections.
“These are testimonies of our 

contribution to support blue economy,” 
he said.

“Through NMB, e’ Government Zanzibar, 

Aerial view of Ticts terminal’s operations: Berth 8-11 at the Dar es Salaam Port.

to address these issues to ensure 
equipment is repaired as quick as 
possible and that any criminal activ-
ity is reported to law enforcement.” 

The terminal has also worked 
closely with the professional sup-
port of the Tanzania Port Authority 
which has the complete oversight of 
the port. 

Ag Chief Executive Officer of 
TICTS Mr. Matthew Clifft com-
mented, “TICTS is grateful for the 
support from the Government of 
Tanzania, Tanzania Ports Authority 
(TPA), Tanzania Revenue Authority 
(TRA), cooperation from all stake-
holders in the port, and above all, 
our hard-working and highly dedi-
cated workforce”. 

“Striving to build on the achieve-
ments of 2022, TICTS is keen to 
work with the Tanzania Govern-
ment in further developing the port. 
Berths 8-11 are well due for a com-
plete refurbishment and Hutchison 
Ports has offered its support in over-
seeing this important project to en-
sure that the port can maintain its 
productivity during the redevelop-
ment,” he said. 

Testament to its commitment of 
over 20 years in Tanzania, the com-
pany is also looking further to the 
future. 

TICTS has tabled long-term in-
vestment proposals in terminal up-
grades and integrated logistics val-
ued well over $ 500 million. 

Fully aligned with the Govern-
ment plans to attract foreign invest-
ment and fuel economic growth, 
these plans would not only generate 
additional capacity at the port and 
further incubate the employment in 
the industry, but would also fully in-
tegrate the port with the hinterland 
infrastructure, creating a seamless 
intermodal network from the port 
to the ICD and standard gauge rail-
way (SGR). 

TICTS is a member of Hutchison 
Ports, the port and related services 
division of CK Hutchison Holdings 
Limited. 

It has a network of terminal oper-
ations in 52 ports spanning 26 coun-
tries throughout Asia, the Middle 
East, Africa, Europe, the Americas 
and Australasia.

Barrick President and CEO Mark Bristow

the bank has enabled the 
conctruction of the One Stop 
Shop Centre for digital payment 
for Zanzibar Ports Corporation, 
whereby different government 
payment are channeled, using 
single control number, which 
has simplified collections and 
boost government revenue, 
stimulating blue economy.”

Baragomwa said huge 
investment in transforming 
digital systems made by NMB 
Bank since 1997 has enabled 
94 percent of all financial 
transactions to be conducted 
digitally, out of bank’s 228 
branches as well as 10,000 
agents, 800 Automated Teller 
Machines (ATMs) as well as 
other digital platforms include 
NMB Mkononi, Point of Sale 
(PoS).

He said NMB is participating 

into the conference to recognize 
the role of technology in “digital 
economy”, whereby more 
has been done through its 
innovative financial products 
and services solutions.

“For Zanzibar, we have done a 
lot on blue economy to ensure 
improved economic growth, 
to enhance cashless economy, 
through one stop shop and PoS. 
Recently, we launched the 24-
hour foreign exchange ATMs 
at the Abeid Amani Karume 
International Airport,” he said.

TAIC was also attended by 
Nape Nnauye, the minister of 
information and Information 
communication technology, 
director of ICT at the ministry 
Dr Nkundwe Mwasaga who 
maintained that ICT is an 
important tool for stimulating 
economic growth.

through dividends and shareholder loan re-
payments. The Company paid $339million 
(790.82million/-) to national registered sup-
pliers.

“As the figures show 80 percent of our to-
tal spending goes to local vendors and ser-
vice providers. Of this, 57 percent of spend-
ing goes to indigenous companies aligned 
with our annual target of 50 percent,” he 
said.

He commended the government for mak-
ing Tanzania an investor-friendly destina-
tion; it also augurs well for the future of the 

country’s mining industry.
“We continue to target further growth 

through reconnaissance and the consolida-
tion of key licences.  Extension opportuni-
ties are being assessed along the Gokona 
strike and throughout the Bulyanhulu;

Results from the deep drilling at Gokona 
are pointing to a significant potential for ex-
tending North Mara’s life,” said Bristow.

Presenting the two mines third quarter 
production details, Barrick Country Man-
ager Tanzania Melkiory Ngido said the gold 
mines managed to record a combined pro-

duction of 505,000 tonnes of gold ounces up 
from 400,000 ounces tonnes at the end of 
the second quarter.

He said the resurrection of the two mines 
and their transformation into an asset with 
the potential to be included in Barrick’s elite 
Tier One portfolio as a combined complex 
has contributed to this success story. 

“Our groundbreaking Twiga partnership 
with the Tanzanian government not only set-
tled its long-running disputes with the mines’ 
previous operators but has established a 
model for mutually beneficial cooperation 
between miners and their host communi-
ties,” said Ngido.

He said Barrick continues to optimize the 
underground operation while the change to 
an owner-mining strategy has boosted the 
expansion of both the mine and open pit op-
erations. 

At Bulyanhulu, the development of the 
main declines to access the Deep West zone 
of the ore body started last quarter.  The pro-
duction ramp-up at both mines is being sup-
ported by fleet upgrades.

He said in addition to the brownfields ex-
ploration designed to maintain the positive 
trend on resource expansion and conversion 
at the two mines.

 “A better understanding of the region’s 
geological architecture will improve our abil-
ity to discover new world-class development 
opportunities in our areas of interest;

Since it took over the mines in 2019, Bar-
rick has contributed over $2.1billion to the 
Tanzanian economy,” said Ngido.



 By Guardian Reporter

Access Bank Tanzania 
recorded a cumulative net profit 
after income tax of 558mn/- 
during the first three quarters 
of this year ending September 
after clearing a loss of 293mn/- 
recorded during similar period 
last year.

The bank’s unaudited financial 
statement for the quarter ending 
September shows on quarterly 
basis, net profit after income tax 
went up to 260mn/- from a profit 
of 170mn/- recorded during 
similar quarter of last year.

Increased profit after income 
tax resulted from increased 
operating profit to 655mn/- 
during the  first three quarters of 
this year from a loss of 293mn/- 
during the first three quarters of 
last year and nearly doubling of 
quarterly profit to 333mn/- in Q3, 
2022 from a profit of 170mn/- in 
Q3, 2021.

Cumulative net interest 
income jumped to 12.29bn/- 
from 9.78bn/- respectively while 

quarterly net interest income 
increased to 4.3bn/- from 3.5bn/- 
respectively while cumulative  
net interest income increased 
to 3.38bn/- during the first three 
quarters of this year from 2.5bn/- 
recorded during the first three 
quarters of last year.

The statement shows 

cumulative other operating 
income gained to 2.34bn/- during 
the first nine months of this year 
from 1.6bn/- of last year while on 
quarterly basis, other operating 
income jumped to 1.01bn/- in Q3, 
2022 from 853mn/- in Q3, 2021.

Cumulative basic earnings per 
share increased to a profit of 56/- 

during the first three months of 
this year from a loss of 10/- during 
nine months of last year while 
number of employees went up to 
401 from 340 in eight branches.

Cumulative net interest 
income to average earning assets 
increased to 58.1 percent this 
year from 49.9 percent last year 

while on quarterly basis, it gained 
to 40.7 percent in Q3, 2022 from 
36.2 percent during the third 
quarter of last year.

Total assets increased to 
67.5bn/- during the reported 
quarter of this year compared 
with 65.2bn/- recorded during 
the second quarter of this year 
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due to  increased lending, balance 
with Bank of Tanzania (BoT), 
amid slowing cash and balance 
with other banks and financial 
institutions.

Loans, advances and overdraft 
went up to 45.6bn/- during the 
third quarter of this year from 
44.2bn/- during the second 
quarter this year while balance 
with BoT gained to 5.7bn/- from 
4.1bn/- respectively, while cash 
slightly slowed to 5.89bn/- from 
6.09bn/- respectively.

The statement shows total 
liabilities increased to 60,6bn/- 
during the third quarter from 
58.5bn/- during the second quarter 
which translated into increase in 
shareholders’ funds to 6.97bn/- 
from 6.71bn/- respectively.

The increase of total liabilities 
mainly caused by expanded 
customer deposits which grew 
to 50.7bn/- during the third 
quarter of this year from 47.9bn/- 
during the second quarter and 
other liabilities, which increased 
to 6.27bn/- from 5.98bn/- 
respectively.

China’s property crisis 
is fuelling record loss 

 BEIJING

China’s property debt crisis is deepening 
challenges for creditors. The latest is a record 
drop in bonds from a Hong Kong-based lender 
with a comparatively high rate of soured loans 
to the sector.

Almost 9% of Bank of East Asia Ltd.’s loans 
to Chinese property developers were likely 
impaired as of the end of June 30, Bloomberg 
Intelligence estimated based on the bank’s 
real estate exposure and impaired loan data. 
That outstrips 3-6% for major Chinese peers.

As distress in Chinese property debt 
mounts, the yield to next call on BEA’s 5.875% 
Additional Tier 1 note has jumped a record 572 
basis points this month to 16.9%. The yield to 
next call on BEA’s other AT1 has spiked 451 
basis points to 15.3%. The lender doesn’t com-
ment on the price performance of its listed 
securities, but said it has been proactively 
managing its Chinese commercial real estate 
portfolio.

Those increases make BEA stand out, even 
as they raise concerns about broader risks to 
other lenders with exposure to the country’s 
troubled property sector. Such bonds are the 
riskiest type of bank debt that could either be 
converted to equity or written down to absorb 
losses in times of stress. The yield to next call 
shows the return an investor demands to hold 
such notes until the call date, when borrowers 
are generally expected to redeem them.

The moves exceed an average jump of 
about 167 basis points in October for AT1s 
from other Hong Kong or Chinese lenders. 
And they leave the rates at the highest for 
such securities in that group after a note by 
Zhongyuan Bank Co., which is based in Henan 
province, an epicenter of China’s property cri-
sis, and a note by Hong Kong’s Chiyu Banking 
Corp. that is facing a call option next month, 
according to Bloomberg-compiled data.

“We consider BEA’s concentration in the 
property sector, especially in mainland China, 
as a significant and relative weakness com-
pared to its peers,” said Shinoy Varghese, an 
analyst at S&P Global Ratings. BEA’s above-
average exposure to property loans relative 
to foreign peers operating in China has led to 
higher credit loss rates, he said, adding that 
the rating firm expects additional provisions 
for the rest of this year.

But the bank has adequate capital to 
absorb potential losses, and it had also 
reduced its mainland commercial real estate 
loans by about 8% year-to-date as of June, 
Varghese said.

Moody’s Investors Service this week low-
ered its outlook on BEA’s deposit ratings to 
stable from positive, citing “uncertainty on the 
timeline associated with the bank’s potential 
issuance of loss-absorbing capacity instru-
ments,” which include AT1 bonds.

BEA’s market value has fallen to HK$22 
billion ($2.8 billion) as shares in Hong Kong 
have dropped 28% this year, compared with a 
24% slump in the broader Hang Seng Finance 
Index. The lender’s stock hit its lowest level 
since 1998 this week and is worth just about 
0.2 time its book value, while the average 
ratio for listed banks included in the index is 
three times as much, according to Bloomberg-
compiled data.
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 LONDON

Banks are expected 
to tighten mort-
gage lending for 
UK property as 
they battle higher 

interest rates, a riskier eco-
nomic outlook, and volatility 
in the markets.

The forecast for mort-
gage lending in Britain is 
set to grow 4% this year, 
but slow to just 0.7% in 
2023 thanks to rising in-
terest rates and a fall in 
real income.

According to EY’s Item 
Club Outlook for finan-
cial Services, this will 
be the lowest level since 
2011 in the aftermath of 
the financial crisis.

Demand for consumer 
credit is expected to 
rise 7.2% this year, 
as cost of living and 
inflationary pressures 
deepen. But this high 
rate is not expected 
to be sustained, and 
as inflation falls back 
and the squeeze on 
households’ real 
incomes eases, the 
growth rate is predicted 
to slow to 5.1% in 2023.

This represents 
a reversal of the 
pandemic period when 
demand fell more than 
10%.

Meanwhile, bank-to-
business lending is also 
forecast to grow 2.2% 
this year but fall 3.5% 
in 2023 as appetite and 
ability for UK businesses 
to invest is affected 
by the deteriorating 
economic outlook and 
rising interest rates.

This would be the 

first decline in six years, 
but less severe than the 
average annual fall of 
7.2% between 2009 and 
2012 during and after 
the financial crisis.

In contrast to 
2021, when many UK 
businesses focused on 
paying back pandemic 
debt, this year has seen 
a return to growth in 
borrowing, particularly 
by large corporates, the 
data showed.

But average growth 
of 2.4% in the eight 
months to August was 
low by pre-pandemic 
standards, where 
annual growth averaged 
5.2% over 2018 and 2019.

It comes as overall 
housing market activity 
has remained fairly 
buoyant this year, in 
part as buyers looked 
to lock-in low rate deals, 
with mortgage lending 
forecast to to £63bn in 
net terms.

 “Geopolitics and the 
worsening economic 
environment are having 
a significant impact on 
households and busi-
nesses. While interest 
rates are still fairly low 
by historic standards, 
they are the highest 
they’ve been in a dec-
ade and are set to rise 
further,” Anna Anthony, 
UK financial services 
managing partner at EY, 
said.

“This will put further 
pressure on already-
strained finances and 
will have a knock-on ef-
fect on demand for most 
forms of bank lending 
next year, as potential 

UK banks to tighten mortgage lending in 2023 

  STOCKHOLM

Even in Sweden few people knew much 
about Castellum AB. Yet the hurried sale of 40 
million shares in the property company earlier 
this month is now seen by some as a harbinger 
of things to come in the European property 
market. LILONGWE

The Malawi Government says the construction 
of the Utale Irrigation scheme in Balaka 
district, which is under the K3.2 billion Malawi 
Resilience and Disaster Risk Management 
Project (MRDRMP), has been completed.

This is according to Francis Wadi who is the 
principal Irrigation engineer at the department 
of agriculture and a technical team member 
for MRDRDMP project who said engineers are 
through with construction works at the site.

Wadi said MRDRMP project which is financed 
by World Bank financed and pegged at K3.2 
billion, is an extension of Malawi Drought 
Recovery and Resilience Project (MDRRP) 
which came effective in February 2017.

He said the multibillion project is focusing 
on recovery of livelihoods and infrastructure 
in affected areas and strengthen capacity for 
flood and drought risk management and says 
the scheme is part of 12 water supply system 
schemes government targets to rehabilitate 
across the country.

The principal Irrigation engineer indicated 
that despite encountering natural disasters 
including Cyclone Ana which disturbed the 
progress of the works at the site, the scheme 
has fully been constructed and a certain part is 
already in use.

“At this time, we have completed 100% of 
the construction works that was planned to 
be based at the scheme despite encountering 
natural disaster constraint that impacted our 
operations and over 57 hectares out of 200 
hectares which was targeted on the site was 
washed away by Cyclone Ana.

“Currently the scheme is in use with 25 
hectares already cultivated and other parts of 
the scheme is under preparations, by the end 
of this month it will be fully completed.” said 
Wadi.

He said they have so far trained a number of 
farmers on sustainable scheme management 
so as to help them directly benefit from the 
achieved 110 hectares out of projected 200 
hectares.

Construction of Utale irrigation 
scheme completed in Malawi

homeowners postpone purchases 
and businesses pause investment.

He added: “Affordability is 
stretched and mortgage and busi-
ness lending are likely to slow to a 
rate similar to that seen post-finan-
cial crisis. The key difference now 
is that tighter regulation and higher 
solvency levels mean banks are well 
capitalised and far more able to sup-
port customers through this chal-
lenging period.

“Another crucial difference is that 
many consumers are entering this 
period with a financial cushion in the 
form of savings built up during the 
pandemic, and businesses that took 
out government-guaranteed loan 
schemes during COVID-19 remain 
on fixed rate terms at relatively low 
interest rates.

“This all means that consumers 
and businesses are better positioned 
than they were over a decade ago, 
and the banks better able to support 
them.”

Meanwhile, EY said it does not 
expect levels to exceed the peaks 
recorded in the financial crisis, 

as tighter regulation and savings 
will help cushion the impact for 
consumers, while for businesses who 
took on debt during the pandemic, 
low interest, fixed rate government-
guaranteed loan schemes will help 
keep repayments manageable.

Impairments on mortgage loans 
are forecast to rise from 0.02% in 
2022 to a nine-year high of 0.05% 
next year. This remains below the 
peak of 0.08% reached in 2009. In 
2024 it is forecast to fall to 0.04%.

Write-off rates on personal loans 
and credit cards are predicted to 
be 1.9% this year, rising to 2.5% next 
– the highest level since 2012, albeit 
half the 5% peak reached in 2010. In 
2024 write-offs are forecast to fall to 
2.2%.

Impairments on business loans 
are forecast to reach 0.7% in 2023, 
approaching double the previous 
year’s 0.4%. But again, this would 
still be a long way short of rates of 
1%-1.5% in the early 2010s. In 2024 
impairments are forecast to drop 
back to 0.4%.
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 The UN High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees Filippo Grandi has called on glob-
al leaders to spare no efforts in helping 
countries in the Horn of Africa to break 
the cycle of conflict and climate crises.

Grandi, who on Tuesday concluded a 
five-day visit to Somalia and Kenya, said 
despite urgent calls from humanitar-
ian agencies active in Somalia, the cata-
strophic and multifaceted consequenc-
es are largely unnoticed as the world’s 
attention remains elsewhere.

“We have secured funds to cover just 
a small percentage of the people in 
need,” Grandi said in a statement issued 

on Tuesday night in the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi.

Grandi who met with Somali Presi-
dent Hassan Sheikh Mohamud reaf-
firmed UNHCR’s commitment to sup-
porting the country to pursue solutions 
for those who have been displaced.

He noted that many people have been 
forced to flee as people try to avert fam-
ine and seek safety. According to the 
UNHCR-led Protection and Return Mon-
itoring Network in Somalia, the number 
of people displaced internally primarily 
by drought this year alone is nearing 
one million, with nearly 500,000 others 
displaced due to conflict and insecurity. 

According to UNHCR, many who have 

UNHCR urges world 
to help Horn of Africa 
tackle climate crises

BRUSSELS

Europe is beset by a severe 
energy crisis. Household en-
ergy bills are through the roof. 
Inflation remains stubbornly 
high, and the cost of living is 
soaring. Angry people took to 
the streets. Worse still, cold 
weather is on the way and a 
tough winter is ahead.

The list of problems goes on, 
yet the real risk the continent 
faces, experts believe, is loss of 
competitive edge due to rising 
energy costs, as manufacturers 
are shifting their production 
to the United States where en-
ergy is cheaper and incentives 
were unveiled.

As the European Union (EU) 
countries are struggling to find 
a solution to its energy crisis, 
the United States has become 
a hot destination for the relo-
cation of their industries, and 
emerges as the biggest winner.

SOARING ENERGY PRICES
The European countries 

have been suffering under 
painfully high energy prices as 
a consequence of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, as well as the 
COVID-19 pandemic and the 
spillover of the United States’ 
aggressive interest rate hikes.

Europe’s energy supply 
from Russia has been seriously 
reduced as the Ukraine crisis 
continues. Last year, up to 40 
percent of the natural gas used 
in the EU to heat homes and 
power businesses came from 
Russia. Today, this figure has 
fallen to around 9 percent.

With access to Russian gas 
becoming increasingly diffi-
cult, European countries had 
to switch to much expensive 

American liquefied natural gas 
(LNG). The quantity of LNG 
purchased by Europe from the 
United States has exceeded 
piped gas from Russia for the 
first time in June, according 
to the International Energy 
Agency (IEA), which means 
the United States is replacing 
Russia to possibly become Eu-
rope’s largest energy supplier.

However, the United States 
sells its LNG to Europe at “four 
times” the price at which it sells 
to American suppliers, said 
French Economy and Finance 
Minister Bruno Le Maire, who 
feared that the United States 
could benefit from the situa-
tion to the detriment of Euro-
pean interests.

“We are going to say with 
great friendship towards our 
American friends, our Nor-
wegian friends, that ‘you are 
great, you provide us with gas.’ 
But there is one thing that can’t 
work for a very long time, that 
is we can’t pay for gas that is 
four times more expensive,” 
French President Emmanuel 
Macron expressed his dissatis-
faction recently.

“We can see that the United 
States is the biggest beneficia-
ry of this energy crisis. Huge 
profits flow into the pockets of 
U.S. natural gas suppliers,” Cui 
Hongjian, director of the de-
partment for European studies 
at the China Institute of Inter-
national Studies, told Xinhua 
in a recent interview.

With the Ukraine crisis, the 
United States has succeeded in 
making Europe not only more 
dependent on it for security, 
but also for energy in the fu-
ture, he added.

RISING PRODUCTION 
COSTS

Energy has been regarded 
as the bedrock of sound eco-
nomic development. Though 
accounting for a small frac-
tion of GDP for most devel-
oped countries, the energy 
sector has an out-sized impact 
on inflation and input costs 
for all sectors due to its ubiq-
uity in consumption.

Europe’s energy costs ap-
proximately 2 percent of GDP 
in normal times, but it has 

soared to an estimated 12 per-
cent on the back of surging 
prices, a recent article of For-
eign Policy said, adding that 
high costs of this magnitude 
mean that many industries 
across Europe are scaling 
back operations or shutting 
down completely.

The analysis has been 
echoed by industry observers, 
who said that soaring energy 
prices in Europe are forcing a 
large number of European en-
ergy-intensive plants to curtail 
or even terminate production, 
which is a sign of expanding 
deindustrialization in Europe. 
If the trend continues, the in-
dustrial structure of Europe 
may be eroded for good, they 
warned.

As an instance of the toll Eu-
rope has taken for high energy 
prices, the Dutch aluminium 
maker Aldel has announced 
that it is halting the produc-
tion of primary aluminium 
because electricity prices are 
too high.

Yara, one of the world’s 
leading crop nutrition com-
panies, has shut down its fer-
tilizer plant in Sluiskil of the 
Netherlands.

Nicolas de Warren, the pres-
ident of Uniden, the Federa-
tion of energy-intensive indus-
tries in France, has said that 
the industries have reached a 
limit as the sector’s competi-
tiveness is overshadowed by 
price spikes of energy.

Some industries may sur-
vive the energy crunch in 
Europe by importing elemen-
tary products from the United 
States at lower costs. Howev-
er, the metal, chemical, glass, 
ceramic and paper industries 
in Europe will be eroded, de 

Warren warned.
According to Eurometaux, 

the European non-ferrous 
metals association, the power 
crisis has knocked 50 percent 
of the EU’s aluminium and 
zinc capacity offline, and the 
impact also includes signifi-
cant curtailments in silicon 
and ferroalloys production, as 
well as on copper and nickel 
sectors. 

BIG WINNER
While European manufac-

turers are shrinking produc-
tion, with some even strug-
gling for survival due to the 
high energy costs, things are 
quite different on the other 
side of the Atlantic.

German media reports 
showed that German flag car-
rier Lufthansa, multinational 
conglomerate corporation 
Siemens, supermarket brand 
Aldi and health care compa-
ny Fresenius, four out of the 
more than 60 German compa-
nies in Oklahoma, have jointly 
added 300 million U.S. dollars 
of investment in the U.S. state.

The expansion of invest-
ment by the German auto 
industry in the United States 
is also in full swing. The larg-
est German car maker Volk-
swagen laid the foundation 
for a new battery laboratory 
in the State of Tennessee in 
June, and it has committed 
7.1 billion dollars in supplier 
partnerships in North Amer-
ica through 2027. In March, 
Mercedes-Benz opened a new 
battery assembly plant in 
Bibb County, Alabama. BMW 
has also announced a plan 
to increase its investment in 
Electric Vehicles in the State 
of South Carolina.

Europe fears losing economic competitiveness 
as manufacturers lured to US in energy crisis

 BEIJING

 The report of the 19th Central 
Committee of the Communist Par-
ty of China (CPC) was adopted at 
the recently concluded 20th CPC 
National Congress.

The report was presented by Xi 
Jinping, general secretary of the 
CPC Central Committee, at the 
opening of the key congress on 
Oct. 16.

Titled “Hold High the Great 
Banner of Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics and Strive in Unity 
to Build a Modern Socialist Coun-
try in All Respects,” the document 
is divided into three parts and 15 
sections and contains more than 
30,000 Chinese characters.

Xi attached great importance 
to the drafting work and led the 
process throughout. In January 
this year, it was decided to set up 
a drafting team, with Xi serving as 
its head.

In February, Xi presided over the 
first meeting of the drafting team, 
marking the beginning of the draft-
ing work.

At that meeting, Xi demanded 
that the drafting work must fully 
grasp the following new features of 
the times:

-- While 100 years have passed in 
the history of the CPC, with many 
successes achieved, the country is 
now faced with new strategic op-
portunities in pursuing develop-
ment.

-- While the Party has united and 
led the Chinese people in complet-
ing the First Centenary Goal, the 
country faces new strategic devel-
opment tasks on the new journey 
to build China into a modern so-
cialist country in all respects.

-- While historic achievements 
have been made in advancing the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation, the country is entering a 
new strategic stage in its develop-
ment.

-- While the first decade of the 
new era has passed, China must 
continue to open up new horizons 
and is confronted with new strate-
gic requirements.

-- While the combined forces of 
changes in the world and a pan-

demic, both unseen in a century, 
have brought the world into a new 
period of turbulence and change, 
China is facing a new strategic en-
vironment for its development.

At a session in May, Xi instructed 
that the report should grasp the 
historical juncture, focus on the 
Party’s strategic tasks in the com-
ing five years, uphold fundamental 
principles and break new ground, 
and display the fighting spirit.

In June, Xi presided over the 
fourth meeting of the drafting 
team, at which the first version of 
the draft report was discussed. Lat-
er in July, Xi chaired two meetings 
of the Standing Committee of the 
Political Bureau of the CPC Central 
Committee to deliberate the draft 

report.
“The general secretary himself 

contributed many new and impor-
tant thoughts and judgements to 
the report and put forth a series 
of key measures,” a member of the 
drafting team said.

The drafting process also pooled 
wisdom from all sectors of society.

In January, the CPC Central Com-
mittee decided to extensively solic-
it opinions on topics for the report 
within the Party, and gather opin-
ions and suggestions from non-
CPC personages.

An online solicitation of advice 
on work related to the 20th CPC 
National Congress was held from 
April 15 to May 16, the first time that 
the Party had sought public opin-

ions from both within the Party and 
throughout society on the work re-
lated to the CPC National Congress. 
More than 8.54 million suggestions 
and comments were received dur-
ing this online campaign.

As of Sept. 1, a total of 1,435 sug-
gestions for revision of the draft 
report had been contributed by 
local authorities and government 
departments, after they received 
a circular on this matter on Aug. 4.

At the seventh plenary session of 
the 19th CPC Central Committee, 
which opened on Oct. 9, members 
of the drafting team heard opin-
ions and advice on the draft report 
from attendees of the session and 
made revisions accordingly.

		                Xinhua

Report to 20th CPC National Congress -- How it was shaped

already been forced to flee violence 
have been displaced yet again by the 
worst drought in 40 years, due to four 
failed rainy seasons, with a fifth pre-
dicted.

Grandi said he met families in the 
central Somali town of Galkayo, who 
had trekked for days to reach dis-
placement sites, and heard of the 
heart-breaking choices they are mak-
ing for survival, such as leaving be-
hind loved ones or selling their assets 
to feed their children.

“These families are the least respon-
sible for global warming, yet they are 
being hit the hardest. It is tragic and it 
is shameful, and the world should not 
look away,” he said. 

In Kenya, Grandi visited refugees 

in Dadaab and Kakuma, meeting with 
local and county authorities, host 
community members and partners. 
In Dadaab in northeast Kenya where 
Somali refugees have been living in 
camps for more than 30 years, Grandi 
saw first-hand how the drought is im-
pacting the displaced.

He said more than 50,000 Somali 
refugees who have arrived in recent 
years are in dire need of support. 
Some 20,000, Grandi said, have ar-
rived in Kenya this year alone. Ken-
ya has been hosting refugees from 
across the region for more than three 
decades and currently hosts over half 
a million refugees and asylum-seek-
ers.  ■

MOSCOW

Russia call on the West 
to influence Ukraine to 
abandon plans of the pos-
sible use of a ‘dirty bomb’ 
and nuclear blackmail, For-
eign Ministry Spokeswom-
an Maria Zakharova told a 
briefing yesterday.

“We call on the West to 
influence its Ukrainian 
proteges to abandon this 
highly dangerous risky un-
dertaking. And not only 
this one, but all those steps, 
activities and actions that 
involve nuclear blackmail, 
since all this leads to irre-
versible consequences and 
possible mass deaths of in-
nocent civilians,” she said.

Radiation has no bor-
ders, she stressed. “It does 
not need passports, visas or 
permissions. It cannot be 
sanctioned and prevented 
from crossing the border. 
It is much more insidious 
and does not ask anyone’s 
permission to penetrate 

anywhere and critically af-
fect people’s health,” the 
diplomat added.

Head of the Russian Ra-
diation, Chemical and Bio-
logical Protection Forces 
Lieutenant General Igor 
Kirillov told reporters on 
Monday that the Russian 
Defense Ministry alerted its 
troops to be ready to act “in 
conditions of radioactive 
contamination” because it 
had obtained information 
that Kiev is preparing to 
detonate a dirty bomb. 

Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov has also 
stated there’s a dirty-bomb 
risk. Russia has raised the 
issue at the UN Security 
Council. Russian Defense 
Minister Sergey Shoigu has 
held telephone conversa-
tions with his counterparts 
in the UK, US, Turkey and 
France to warn about the 
threat from Ukraine. Wash-
ington, London and Paris 
have stated, however, that 
they don’t believe Russia.

‘Russia calls on West to influence Kiev 
to abandon ‘dirty bomb’ scheme ‘

WINDHOEK

 Namibia’s Minister of Environment, Forestry and Tourism, 
Pohamba Shifeta on Wednesday urged African countries to 
lay down concrete and result-based actions on adaptation and 
mitigation including means of implementation, particularly the 
provision of adequate, new, and predictable finance to address 
climate change.

Speaking at the 10th Conference on Climate Change and 
Development in Africa in Windhoek, Namibia’s capital, Shifeta 
said while Africa has done her part in presenting ambitious Na-
tionally Determined Contributions (NDCs), financial resources, 
access to technology, and availability of technical expertise re-
main unmatched to these ambitions.  “Africa, owing to its special 
needs and circumstances, shall demand its fair share on climate 
finance, including technology transfer and capacity building, to 
pursue efforts toward decarbonization and build resilience to 
the adverse impacts of climate change,” he said.

According to Shifeta, despite its relatively small share of the 
global greenhouse gas emissions, African economies continue 
to bear the brunt of the adverse impacts of climate change and 
this is in addition to the challenges presented by the COVID-19 
pandemic and the Russian-Ukraine conflict, which increased 
debt burdens, reduced fiscal space and heightened security 
risks on the continent. 

 “Climate change is threatening Africa’s communities, eco-
systems, and economies. It places our developmental gains, 
our prosperity, and the aspirations of Agenda 2063 in jeopardy. 
We must respond, collectively and boldly, to the challenges pre-
sented by climate change. We must work together, both within 
Africa and with our international partners, not only in address-
ing the threats posed by climate change but also in leveraging 
the opportunities of a just, inclusive and equitable transition to 
an African green economy,” he said.

African nations urged to prioritise adaptation 
and mitigation to address climate change

Filippo Grandi, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), speaks at a 
news conference in Dar es Salaam on Aug. 26, 2022. File photo

People walk past a petrol station in London, Britain File photo

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova
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In an effort to create employment 
opportunities, a growing number of 
people in Zambia are taking up busi-
nesses that involve recycling old or 
used things.

Frank Mwaba, a resident of Kapiri 
Mposhi district, which is located in cen-
tral Zambia, is among those engaged in 
recycling ventures to earn a living. For 
the past four years, Mwaba, 34, has 
been making sandals from used vehicle 
tires, which he sells to residents of Ka-
piri Mposhi and surrounding areas. 

“I earn an average of 2,400 Zambian 
Kwacha every month (about 150.50 U.S. 
dollars) from this business,” explained 
Mwaba, while holding a pair of unisex 
sandals he had just made from an old 
tire. He added that the sandals cost 40 
Zambian Kwacha a pair (about 2.5 U.S. 
dollars), and that he makes a minimum 
of two pairs per day. 

“I am currently working on invest-
ing in more in advanced tools so as to 
increase production and expand my 
customer base,” he said, adding that 
the sandals are made from a specific 
brand of tires, which he buys from lo-
cal dealers, specialized in selling used 
vehicle tires. 

“The cost of the tires depends on 
the size. I spend around 80 Zambian 
Kwacha on one used tire from which 
I make three to five pairs of sandals,” 
he said.He also pointed out that mak-
ing sandals from old vehicle tires is his 
mainstay, one that has enabled him to 
provide for his family’s needs. 

He attributed his success to his men-
tor under whom he once served as an 
apprentice for over a year.

And one of Mwaba’s customers Mi-
chael Chanda, 44, also a resident of Ka-
piri Mposhi district, said sandals made 
from used tires are not only affordable 

 Zambian traders making affordable footwear from used vehicle tires

but also very durable. 
“One can wear them for as long as five years. These sandals 

are practical footwear. They are particularly good for long 
distance walks and a great investment for those with very 
limited financial resources,” Chanda said.He further noted 
that businesses involved in making things from recycled ma-
terials not only support employment creation measures but 
also promote responsible use of natural resources.

Sandals made from used tires were once common among 
hawkers and wheelbarrow pushers and other population 
groups involved manual labor. 

Unlike other kinds of footwear that easily gets damaged 
once exposed to water or sunlight for longer periods, san-
dals made from used tires only wear out after many years 
of use. 

“It is for this reason that today, people from different sec-
tions of society are investing in this type of footwear,” said 

Scout Phiri, a shoe repairer based in Pet-
auke, a district located in Eastern Province 
of Zambia.

Phiri, 28, also explained that the growing 
demand for sandals made from used tires 
compelled him to start making them.”Last 
year, I had a lot of customers asking me if I 
could make sandals from old tires because 
they were tired of having their shoes mend-
ed every now and then. 

That is when I decided to incorporate the 
making of sandals from tires into my shoe 
mending business,” he recounted. 

According to Phiri, the demand for du-
rable and affordable footwear will continue 
to rise thereby presenting opportunities for 
small-scale traders like him.  Xinhua

China has written a number 
of splendid stories in coopera-
tion with its partners on the 
road to green development in 
the new era, making important 
contributions to promoting the 
global         ecological progress.

With its rich experiences in 
combating desertification, the 
country has built a “green Great 
Wall” in Africa that enhances 
the ability of African countries 
to resist the southward move-
ment of the Saharan margin.

Chinese enterprises have 
built a photovoltaic power sta-
tion in Bahawalpur district, 
Punjab province of Pakistan, 
which significantly alleviates 
local power shortage with 
clean energy.

Besides, China’s new energy 
equipment and intelligent digi-
tal systems are employed in the 
Vientiane Saysettha Develop-
ment Zone, Laos, to assist local 
low-carbon development.

China sees ecological pro-
gress as a priority in its over-
all development strategy, and 
has paved a positive path to 
development that ensures in-
creased production, higher 
living standards, and healthy 
ecosystems. “Green” is more 
and more becoming a defining 
feature of China’s high-quality 
development.

Over the past 10 years, the 
country has seen a 34.4 per-
cent drop in its  carbon dioxide 
emission per unit of GDP, and 
the share of coal in its primary 
energy consumption has de-
creased from 68.5 percent to 
56 percent.

Today, China ranks first in 
the world in terms of the devel-
opment and utilization of re-
newable energy, as well as the 
production and sales of new 
energy vehicles.

With a forest coverage rate 
standing at 24.02 percent, the 
country has contributed a 
quarter of the world’s new for-
est area in the past decade.

Besides, China has launched 
the world’s largest carbon trad-
ing market.

China is firmly committed to 
putting multilateralism into ac-
tion and promoting a fair and 

China to foster a new relationship where man 
and nature can both prosper and live in harmony

A general layout of the Vientiane Saysettha Development Zone, Laos. File photo

equitable system of global environ-
mental governance for win-win co-
operation. 

It has raised a series of important 
initiatives and proposals on en-
hancing global environmental gov-
ernance at multilateral meetings, 
including the Paris Conference on 
Climate Change（COP21）, the Climate 
Ambition Summit, the Leaders Sum-
mit on Climate, the United Nations 
Summit on Biodiversity, and the 
Leaders’ Summit of the 15th Meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties to 
the Convention on Biological Diver-
sity. These initiatives and propos-
als encourage parties relevant to 
safeguard multilateral consensuses, 
focus on practical cooperation and 
accelerate green transition, inject-
ing confidence and impetus into 
the building of a clean and beautiful 
world.

China was the first to issue a na-
tional plan on the implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. It comprehensively 
implements the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and the Paris Agreement, 
and is the largest contributor to the 
core budget of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and its proto-
cols.

China strives to peak carbon di-
oxide emissions before 2030 and 
achieve carbon neutrality before 
2060. It is determined to make the 
biggest reduction in carbon emis-

sion intensity in the world and move 
from carbon peaking to carbon neu-
trality in the shortest time span in 
world history, which is hailed as a 
milestone in international environ-
mental policy making.

Human beings share a common 
future in the face of the challenges 
presented by global climate change, 
and no country can make itself im-
mune from the impact. As people in 
China often say, “It is more impor-
tant to show people how to fish than 
just giving them fish.” China has ac-
tively helped developing countries 
improve their capability of green 
development.

To promote green transition of 
economic and social development 
for all parties relevant, China has set 
up a South-South cooperation fund 
on climate change and a Kunming 
Biodiversity Fund. It provides sup-
port for Pacific island countries in 
coping with climate change, incor-
porates green development in the 
“nine programs” it jointly develops 
with Africa, and lists climate change 
and green development as impor-
tant areas of cooperation under the 
framework of the Global Develop-
ment Initiative.

China has also made ecological 
cooperation a key part of Belt and 
Road cooperation. A number of 
green action initiatives have been 
launched, covering wide-ranging ef-
forts in green infrastructure, green 
energy, green transport and green 

In recent years, the CBN has recorded significantly 
higher rates of counterfeiting, especially at 
the higher denominations of 500-naira and 
1,000-naira banknotes 

finance, to bring endur-
ing benefits to the peo-
ple of all Belt and Road 
partner countries.

The harmonious co-
existence between hu-
man and nature is one 
of the features of Chi-
nese modernization. On 
the new journey, China 
will accelerate the trans-
formation for green 
development, advance 
prevention and con-
trol of environmental 
pollution, improve the 
diversity, stability and 
sustainability of ecologi-
cal systems, and steadily 
march toward its carbon 
peak and neutrality 
goals, so as to build Chi-
na into a beautiful coun-
try.

The country will also 
take up its lofty respon-
sibility for the entire hu-
man civilization, to ac-
tively cope with climate 
change, build a commu-
nity of life for man and 
nature, foster a new rela-
tionship where man and 
nature can both prosper 
and live in harmony, and 
make new contributions 
to building a clean and 
beautiful world.

People’s Daily

MOSCOW

Ukrainian lives have been a 
bargaining chip in Washington’s 
great game, while the Russians who 
were killed in the conflict would be 
avenged either in combat or “in any 
other way,” Russian Security Council 
Deputy Chairman Dmitry Medvedev 
warned yesterday.

In the run-up to the November 
8 midterm elections in the United 
States, the Russian politician won-
dered how either Democrats or Re-
publicans could pay for a Capitol Hill win or justify a defeat.

“There is only one currency for both the incumbent Biden team and their 
Republican opponents which is the lives of citizens of the mythical country of 
Ukraine that they do not need. They are a bargaining chip in America’s great game, 
and they are easily laid upon the altar for a future political triumph overseas,” 
Medvedev wrote on his Telegram channel.

According to the ex-president, Ukrainians have been paying with their lives for 
the endless supply of US weapons and for the services of instructors and merce-
naries. Ukrainians could be the price of using a ‘dirty bomb’ as well, he added.

However, Russians have been suffering in this conflict, too, he emphasized. “The 
only difference is that our people will be avenged. Every one of them. Both in com-
bat and elsewhere, far from the battlefields. And certainly not as part of ineffec-
tive court trials, but by some other means,” Medvedev assured, “while nobody will 
remember Ukrainians,” the deputy chairman lamented.

The politician said the question of who will gain control in the House and Sen-
ate was what mattered most to the American establishment. “Therefore, this is a 
battle until the bitter end. Or, to be exact, until the end - the end of Ukraine. The 
winner takes it all,” Medvedev concluded.

US using Ukrainians as bargaining chip 
in ‘great game’, says ex-Russian president 

Photo taken on Oct. 22, 2022 shows Scout Phiri, a shoe repairer going about his business in Petauke district, Zambia.
In an effort to create employment opportunities, a growing number of people in Zambia are taking up businesses 
that involve recycling old or used things. (Photo by Lillian Banda/Xinhua)

ABUJA

Nigeria’s central bank said Wednesday that it plans to launch redesigned lo-
cal banknotes by Dec. 15, a move aimed at controlling the supply of the Nigerian 
naira -- the local currency of the most populous African country.

Godwin Emefiele, governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), told report-
ers in the Nigerian capital of Abuja that the move became necessary as currency 
management in the country has recently faced several daunting challenges which 
continued to grow in scale and sophistication with unintended consequences.

At least 80 percent of the local currency in circulation is outside the vaults of 
commercial banks, he said, noting that this was due to significant hoarding of 
banknotes by members of the public. 

The central bank chief also listed among the challenges the worsening short-
age of clean and fit banknotes as well as the increasing risk of counterfeiting evi-
denced by several security reports.”Indeed, recent development in photograph-
ic technology and advancements in printing devices have made counterfeiting 
relatively easier.

 In recent years, the CBN has recorded significantly higher rates of counter-
feiting, especially at the higher denominations of 500-naira and 1,000-naira 
banknotes,” he said.

The Nigerian naira has not been redesigned in the past 20 years, although the 
global best practice is for central banks to redesign, produce and circulate new 
local legal tender every 5 to 8 years, according to Emefiele. 

Emefiele said redesigning the banknotes would help curb counterfeit notes in 
circulation. Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari had already approved the 
redesigning, production, and circulation of new series of banknotes at 100, 200, 
500, and 1,000 naira levels, he said, explaining that following the official release 
of the new banknotes in mid-December, the existing notes would seize to be re-
garded as legal tender by Jan. 31, 2023.The official also urged citizens to proceed 
to the banks to deposit their existing banknotes in exchange for the newly de-
signed notes.

Nigeria central bank to launch re-designed 
local banknotes mid-December

NAIROBI

The UN High Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi has called on global lead-
ers to spare no efforts in helping countries in the Horn of Africa to break the cycle of 
conflict and climate crises.

Grandi, who on Tuesday concluded a five-day visit to Somalia and Kenya, said 
despite urgent calls from humanitarian agencies active in Somalia, the catastrophic 
and multifaceted consequences are largely unnoticed as the world’s attention re-
mains elsewhere. 

“We have secured funds to cover just a small percentage of the people in need,” 
Grandi said in a statement issued on Tuesday night in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi. 
Grandi who met with Somali President Hassan Sheikh Mohamud reaffirmed UN-
HCR’s commitment to supporting the country to pursue solutions for those who 
have been displaced. He noted that many people have been forced to flee as people 
try to avert famine and seek safety. 

According to the UNHCR-led Protection and Return Monitoring Network in Soma-
lia, the number of people displaced internally primarily by drought this year alone 
is nearing one million, with nearly 500,000 others displaced due to conflict and in-
security.

According to UNHCR, many who have already been forced to flee violence have 
been displaced yet again by the worst drought in 40 years, due to four failed rainy 
seasons, with a fifth predicted. Grandi said he met families in the central Somali town 
of Galkayo, who had trekked for days to reach displacement sites, and heard of the 
heart-breaking choices they are making for survival, such as leaving behind loved 
ones or selling their assets to feed their children. 

“These families are the least responsible for global warming, yet they are being hit 
the hardest. It is tragic and it is shameful, and the world should not look away,” he 
said. 

In Kenya, Grandi visited refugees in Dadaab and Kakuma, meeting with local and 
county authorities, host community members and partners. In Dadaab in northeast 
Kenya where Somali refugees have been living in camps for more than 30 years, 
Grandi saw first-hand how the drought is impacting the displaced. He said more than 
50,000 Somali refugees who have arrived in recent years are in dire need of support. 

Some 20,000, Grandi said, have arrived in Kenya this year alone. Kenya has been 
hosting refugees from across the region for more than three decades and currently 
hosts over half a million refugees and asylum-seekers.

UNHCR urges world to help Horn 
of Africa tackle climate crises
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A
NOTHER hectic and heavily 
stacked city derby ended in 
a one-all draw that left both 
sides marginally satisfied.

Simba SC was satisfied they put a stop 
to the derby winning streak of their age-
old rivals Yanga as they rose to reclaim 
the Premier League title and sought to 
avenge their halting start to their conti-
nental competitions run.

Simba SC had little to prove in the 
game save the long-standing itch to win 
the derby.

From the run of the game, it appeared 
it was up to the Msimbazi Street side to 
lose it, as the prowess of the side in dif-
ferent departments was largely visible, 
though this impression wasn’t fully 
shared by commentators.

There appeared to be a minimal con-
sensus that Simba SC was largely in 
control of the game but some pundits 
marked the two sides roughly equal in 
ability to control the game, the chanc-
es they lost, and even the frequency 
of fouling players on the other side. It 
shows panic.

In several reporting instances, the re-
cital was focused on the first half where 
the early Simba SC mastery of the pitch 
led to a 14th-minute goal from the some-
what eclipsed midfielder, Augustine 
Okrah.

He is one person whose glimmer had 
slid somewhat, partly alongside Clatous 
Chama, owing to Moses Phiri becoming 
a point attacker and reliable goal-getter, 
in like manner as the now proverbial 
Fiston Mayele on the other side.

It was a sort of rebalancing of repu-
tation on Simba SC as the fans look at 
goals more than at teamwork, though 
assists also matter.

It was perhaps just fine for Stephane 
Aziz Ki to score a memorable goal, es-
pecially as it became the goal of the 
day, to ask the Yanga defense to stand 
up to stop or otherwise push Simba SC 
forwards to fail to use the chances they 
created.

Here there is a coaching dimension 
that also brings up some disputes, 
based on what the pundits observed on 
the sidelines, and television.

Simba SC’s interim head coach was 
seen as either pushing or motivating 
his players to put in more energy, while 

Stephane Aziz Ki

Aziz Ki and the derby free kick 
that finally justified his signing 

Yanga head coach Nasreddin Nabi was credited with 
technical interventions to uplift the game.

This incident wasn’t in astral terms an irrelevance, 
as the Burkina Faso winger who all the same came 
here from the Ivorian side of ASEC Mimosas, bore 
the brunt of the criticism after the side drew one all 
with Sudanese giants Al Hilal at Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium, alias ‘Lupaso’, in the club’s match of the year.

If the side is bundled out by Tunisian veteran top 
side Club Africain it will merely be a repetition. The 
tempo was lost at ‘Lupaso’.

One ardent Yanga fan, brimming with emotion, 
pointedly remarked that Aziz Ki has proved inept in 
the first Al Hilal SC clash, either because he missed 
some chances or he was easily tackled by some tow-
ering Al Hilal SC defenders, as it may be.

It was not lost on the fans that club president Hersi 
Said had personally travelled to the Ivorian capital of 
Abidjan to get his signature over several contending 
clubs, admittedly also their next street rivals, though 
at a lower tempo.

The idea that the club leader was frankly mistaken 
and the player was a run-of-the-mill product was sort 
of sticky on the throat, and the formidable free kick 
saves everyone’s image.

Even as the club was pushed out of the CAF Cham-
pions League and faces an uncertain subsidiary run 
in the CAF Confederation Cup, the derby free kick 
has now put the issue of his abilities to rest, and ipso 
facto the entire side.

It implies that the team is capable, and despite fir-
ing up the fan base with a rather shallow vow that 
they will avenge being shaken in continental compe-
tition with another defeat on their rivals, they know 
Simba SC is not a side to be assumed it will again be 
defeated.

How the Burkinabe striker scored was absolutely 
a beauty as even in the England Premier league a 
straight free kick is a bit of a rarity.

The surprising thing or item is how this leads in an 
astral manner to his name, that Stephane is someone 
who, at the early stages of the Acts of Apostles, was 
stoned to death after providing testimony on how 
the Messiah was rejected, etc.

This was the situation the new signing was facing 
after the Al Hilal SC debacle, as he was more in the 
firing range than other forwards, and this is what the 
free kick extravaganza has moved to correct.

He is now a loved one, ‘la azizi,’ a bosom friend of 
the fans after the meticulous mental calculation and 
majestic calibration that saved the club day.

He was the key to realizing club hopes of levelling 
up the score, even if the run of play would not have 
permitted adding a goal to stationary adversaries.

And in astral terms, it was just better than the score 
ended there so that there is no one to talk about in 
Yanga than Aziz Ki, and this way establish his club 
presence.

It is for real, and at 26 years of age, he can put up a 
sort of career at the club, with fitness.

Simba SC midfielder lifts lid 
on improvement in form

By Correspondent Ismail 
Tano

SIMBA SC defensive 
midfielder Mzamiru Ya-
sin has opened up on his 
improvement, stating it 
results from repeatedly 
assessing his showing 
in previous games and 
addressing mistakes he 
committed.

Mzamiru has been the 
first choice under Simba 
SC’s interim head coach, 
Juma Mgunda, since the 
latter took over follow-
ing the departure of Ser-
bian coach Zoran Maki.

The midfielder said 
that he did not get the 
luck to enter the first 
team directly, insisting 
his effort and exploit-
ing the opportunity he 
gets have paid off. The 
footballer pointed out 
that a performer should 
convince his club’s tacti-
cians that they have not 
made a mistake in giving 
him a chance.

“I am happy to be part 
of the first team players, 
these are the goals of 
each player in his team 
because many players 
have been registered,” 
the player noted.

“Coaches can hardly 
field all players, there 
are so far 11 players for 
one match so each of 
the player’s effort is the 
secret to securing the 
opportunity to play,” he 
noted.

The footballer added: 
“All Simba SC players are 

excellent, we have differ-
ent ways of playing, so 
every player has to fight 
to convince the coach 
on the training ground 
so that he can get a 
chance to play, as is the 
case with me.” Speak-
ing about a league clash 
involving Simba SC and 
age-old rival Yanga held 
last weekend, Mzamiru 
said: “A derby is always 
a difficult game because 
the players play under 
a lot of pressure, every 
player wants to show 
his talent, we have ac-
cepted the results and 
we are preparing for the 
remaining games.”

Simba SC settled for 
a 1-1 draw with Yanga in 
this season’s clash that 
took place at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam last Sunday.

Meanwhile, Mainland 
Tanzania Women’s Pre-
mier League champions 
Simba Queens were ex-
pected to leave for Rabat 
on Tuesday for the 2022 
CAF Women’s Champi-
ons League which will 
start on October 30.

Simba Queens got the 
chance to participate in 
the second edition of the 
continental showpiece 
after being crowned 
winners of CAF Women’s 
Champions League CE-
CAFA Zone qualifiers 
held in Dar es Salaam 
in August with a victory 
over Uganda’s She Cor-
porate. 



GENEVA

B
A R C E L O N A 
was eliminat-
ed from the 
C h a m p i o n s 

League on Wednesday 
even before enduring 
yet another 3-0 beating 
by Bayern Munich.

Atlético Madrid also 
went out following an 
extraordinary sequence 
around a penalty award-
ed by video review af-
ter the final whistle of 
its 2-2 draw with Bayer 
Leverkusen.

Atlético’s spot kick was 
saved before a frantic 
scramble in the goal-
mouth still could not 
bring the winning goal 
the Spanish club needed 
to prevent Porto advanc-
ing thanks to its 4-0 win 
earlier at group leader 
Club Brugge.

Two Spanish pow-
ers who were part of 
the failed Super League 
launch last year will now 
miss out on the round of 
16 of Europe’s top com-
petition.

Liverpool’s passage 

net with seconds left in 
a game tied at 1-1.

A long VAR check 
ruled Kane had been 
offside, a furious Tot-
tenham coach Antonio 
Conte was shown a red 
card, and the most fine-
ly balanced group goes 
to the final round next 
week with all four teams 
having a chance to ad-
vance. 

Group leader Totten-
ham plays at last-placed 
Marseille next Tuesday 
while Eintracht Frank-
furt — which beat Mar-
seille 2-1 on Wednesday 
— goes to Sporting.

The meeting between 
heavyweights in Bar-
celona was rendered 
meaningless before 
kickoff, when the five-
time European cham-
pion’s hopes of advanc-
ing were ended by Inter 
Milan’s 4-0 win over Vik-
toria Plzeň in one of the 
early games.

Barcelona needed In-
ter to drop points and 
then still had to beat 
Bayern, which also beat 
the Spanish team 3-0 in 
two group meetings last 
season and won 2-0 at 
home in September.

The outcome was 
clear after Sadio Mané 
scored in the 10th min-
ute. Eric Maxim Chou-
po-Moting doubled the 
lead before halftime and 
Benjamin Pavard added 
a third in stoppage time.

Barcelona, even after 

signing former Bayern 
star Robert Lewan-
dowski, has now fallen 
short of the round of 16 
in back-to-back seasons 
since Lionel Messi left 
in August 2021 for Paris 
Saint-Germain.

Bayern and Napoli 
are the only teams with 
five straight wins in this 
group stage, and the 
Italian team’s 3-0 win 
against Rangers ran its 
goal tally to 20.

 Atlético had to beat 
Leverkusen and got a 
corner at the end of 
stoppage time tied at 2-2. 
The danger was cleared 
and the final whistle 
blown before video re-
view assistants spotted a 
handball.

French referee Clem-
ent Turpin consulted 
his screen at the halfway 
line and gave the pen-
alty, but Belgium mid-
fielder Yannick Carras-
co’s effort was pushed 
away by goalkeeper 
Lukas Hradecky. The 
ball then looped up for 
Atlético’s Saúl Ñíguez to 
head against the cross-
bar. That in turn teed up 
Reinildo for a shot that 
looked goalbound but 
struck Carrasco’s ankle 
and bounced over the 
goal to safety.

Atlético, which lost 
lost in the final in 2014 
and 2016, can now only 
hope to secure third 
place over Leverkusen 

in Group B and enter the 
Europa League knock-
out playoffs in February.

NOT SO SUPER
On Tuesday, Juventus 

was eliminated. One day 
later it was Barcelona’s 
turn. Two of the three 
rebel clubs still backing 
the failed Super League 
project are already 
out of the Champions 
League.

Embarrassment on 
the field is also a finan-
cial hit for Juventus and 
Barcelona, who each re-
ported record losses this 
year.

Both missed out on 
several million euros 
(dollars) in result bonus-
es offered in the group 
stage and will not get the 
9.6 million euros ($9.7 
million) in prize money 
that UEFA awards clubs 
who reach the round of 
16.

Barcelona, unlike Ju-
ventus, is at least sure of 
switching to the Europa 
League in February. 
That is worth 500,000 
euros ($504,000) with 
seven-figure payments 
for advancing further.

In their legal challenge 
to UEFA, Super League 
holdouts Barcelona, Ju-
ventus and Real Madrid 
will receive a first, non-
binding opinion from 
the European Court of 
Justice in Luxembourg 
on Dec. 15.

AP
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Barcelona, Atlético exit Champions League; Liverpool through

Bayern’s Sadio Mane, center, scores his side’s opening goal during the Champions League Group C soccer match between Barcelona and Bayern Munich at the 
Camp Nou stadium in Barcelona, Spain, Wednesday, Oct. 26, 2022. (AP Photo)

 By STEVE DOUGLAS

ONE of soccer’s most meticulous and deep-
thinking coaches, Pep Guardiola seemingly cannot 
come up with an answer to a big flaw hurting his 
Manchester City team.

The relatively simple task of converting a 
penalty.

“This is a problem,” a perplexed Guardiola said 
after seeing Riyad Mahrez fail to score from a 
spot kick — again — in the  0-0 draw  at Borussia 
Dortmund in the Champions League on Tuesday.

Since Guardiola took charge of City in 2016, the 
team has failed to score 25 of its 80 penalties in all 
competitions — excluding shootouts. No Premier 
League team has a worse record from the penalty 
spot in that time.

Nine players have stepped up to take regulation 
penalties in that time, with Mahrez and the now-
retired Sergio Aguero the biggest culprits from 
12 yards (meters). Aguero scored 20 of his 28 
penalties while Mahrez also has a 71% success rate 
with 10 scored from 14 attempts.

While Mahrez’s latest failure didn’t prove too 
costly because City had already qualified for the 
last 16, there have been some significant misses or 
saved penalties in recent years.

In the first leg of the Champions League 
quarterfinals in 2019, Aguero had a penalty saved 
by Tottenham goalkeeper Hugo Lloris to deny 
City a crucial away goal before Spurs won 1-0. City 
exited the competition at that stage on away goals. 

Mahrez smashed a spot kick over the crossbar 
in the 86th minute in City’s 0-0 draw against title 
rival Liverpool at Anfield in the Premier League in 
October 2018.

Kevin De Bruyne and Ilkay Gundogan also have 
failed to score penalties against Liverpool in the 
league under Guardiola.

There was even one match, against 
Wolverhampton, where Raheem Sterling — who is 
now at Chelsea — had a penalty saved before it was 
ordered to be retaken because the goalkeeper was 
off his line. The second attempt was saved, too, 
only for Sterling to score from the rebound.

“We’ve missed 25 penalties, most of them in the 
Champions League. That’s too much,” Guardiola 
said. “I always admire their courage, (taking) the 
responsibility to do it, but of course we’ve missed 
a lot of penalties and this is a problem.

“We have to improve otherwise these are the 
small margins in this competition that could make 
the difference.”

And Guardiola knows all too well about the pain 
of penalty failures in the Champions League.

AP 

Guardiola irked by 
Man City’s ongoing 
penalty problems

 LONDON

TOTTENHAM’s bid to reach the Champions 
League knockout stage will go down to the last 
group-stage game after VAR denied Harry Kane a 
late winner against Sporting Lisbon on Wednesday.

Spurs had to settle for a 1-1 draw, meaning it faces 
a nervous final group game against Marseille to 
secure qualification to the round of 16.

Kane sparked huge celebrations when scoring 
deep into stoppage time. But after a lengthy review, 
the England’s captain’s effort was adjudged offside, 
prompting a furious reaction from manager 
Antonio Conte, who was shown a red card.

“I think the ball was in front of Kane and the goal 
is a goal,” Conte told BT Sport afterwards. “VAR is 
doing a lot of damage. I want to see if in another 
stadium of a big team if they are ready to disallow 
this type of goal. I’d like to know this.”

It is now all to play for on the final match day 
in Group D next Tuesday, with just two points 
separating leader Tottenham and bottom-placed 
Marseille.

Tottenham needs at least a draw in the final game 
to ensure qualification to the next round.

Former Tottenham youngster Marcus Edwards 
put Sporting ahead in the 23rd minute when 
shooting low past Hugo Loris from 25 yards.

The home team improved in the second half, 
with Eric Dier’s acrobatic volley forcing a save from 
Antonio Adan. 

The Sporting goalkeeper then denied Matt 
Doherty with a save at his near post.

Flavio Nazinho might have wrapped it up for the 
visitors before Rodrigo Bentancur equalized with 
nine minutes remaining by heading in Ivan Perisic’s 
corner.

When Kane then swivelled to fire in Emerson 
Royal’s knockdown it looked like being enough to 
secure qualification to the knockout stage with a 
game to spare. But in the midst of the celebrations, 
VAR intervened.

After a nervous wait for Conte, Tottenham’s 
players and fans, the goal was finally ruled out for a 
marginal offside.

“I think you can see from the celebrations we 
thought we won it,” Doherty told BT Sport. “I don’t 
really know what happened at the end.

AP 

Conte furious as VAR 
denies Spurs late 
winner vs. Sporting

into the knockout stage 
with a game to spare 
was relatively calm in a 
3-0 win at Ajax to join 
leader Napoli in advanc-
ing from free-scoring 
Group A, which has had 

44 goals in 10 games.
In more stoppage-time 

drama with video review, 
Tottenham thought it 
had won Group D when 
Harry Kane shot the ball 
into Sporting Lisbon’s 



waiting for.
Simba SC’s Information 

Officer Ally Shatry told The 

Guardian that all prepara-
tions for the competition 
have been completed and 

the outfit’s women’s squad is 
well-organized.

The official pointed out: 

“Simba Queens is doing well 
and has enjoyed cooperating 
well with the locals, we know 
that we have come to fight 
with our minds and energy.”

“We have directed them 
to achieve the goals of doing 
well, we know that this com-
petition is big and all outfits 
that qualified for it are good,” 
the official noted.

Simba Queens has been 
placed in CAF Women’s 
Champions League’s Group 
A and will come up against 
hosts ASFAR Queens in the 
opener kicking off at 2 pm lo-
cal time, which is 4 pm East 
African time, on Sunday.

The CAF Women’s Cham-
pions League, overseen by 
the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF), is held for the 
second time.

The inaugural continental 
women’s showpiece which 
took place in Egypt last year 
was won by South Africa’s 
Women’s Premier League 
winners, Mamelodi Sun-
downs Ladies.

 

Messi stars, PSG among 
4 teams advancing in 
Champions League
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TOC targets better preps for 2024 Olympics

 By Correspondent Joseph 

Mchekadona

T
ANZANIA Olympic 
Committee (TOC) 
will host an athlet-
ics championship 

in December to select athletes 
set to represent the country 
in the 2024 Paris Olympic 
Games. 

Athletics Tanzania (AT)’s 
acting secretary-general Jack-
son Ndaweka said the TOC 
championships will be held 
from December 1-5 in Dar es 
Salaam.

He said due to the situation, 
AT National Championships 
will not be held this year and 
instead, the association has 
advised all regions to select 
athletes for the TOC champi-
onships.

“TOC has communicated to 
us that it will host athletics 
championships from Decem-
ber 1-5. The championships 
will be used to select athletes 
the committee will take care 
of ahead of the 2024 Paris 
Olympics,” Ndaweka pointed 
out in a release. 

“Due to this AT wishes to 
inform all regions to select 
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Dar es Salaam athletes take part in training in the city to shape up for a recent National Championship. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

 
MWANZA-based 2022/23 Championship League 

outfit Pamba FC’s skipper Salim Sheshe states all 
players at the outfit are physically fit, and ready to 
collect three points when the club confronts Dar es 
Salaam’s Transit Camp FC.

 Pamba FC will entertain army-owned Transit 
Camp FC in the seventh-round tie of the Champion-
ship League clash at Nyamagana Stadium on Satur-
day.

Sheshe disclosed that there is stiff competition in 
the 2022/23 Championship League, as each of the 
participating sides is eager to secure promotion to 
the 2023/24 Premier League.

The player noted: “This competition shown by 
teams participating in the Championship League 
had turned into a wake-up call for us to get prepared 
all the time, we are aspiring to collect three points 
when we face Transit Camp FC.”

Shehe pointed out: “All of our players are healthy 
and having great morale ready for the game... we 
need to collect maximum points otherwise we 
should notch one point, not concede the loss.”

Pamba FC, alias ‘TP Lindanda’, is sitting sixth in 
this season’s Championship League comprising 15 
outfits, having posted 12 points.

Meanwhile, Dodoma’s Fountain Gate FC defender 
Ibrahim Ngecha revealed that the outfit’s mission 
is to ensure that it lands promotion to the 2023/24 
Premier League by winning all matches.

The Championship League outfit is sitting second 
in the showdown with 15 points after taking part in 
six outings.

Fountain Gate FC posted a victory in five outings 
but succumbed to defeat in one, as is the case with 
pace-setters Arusha’s Mbuni FC now boasting 15 
points from five ties.

Mbuni FC is leading the rest of the pack in the 
Championship League based on registering better 
goal difference.

Ngecha pointed out: “Although some people are 
telling us that our efforts are short-lived, we want to 
assure them that the pace we started with will per-
sist right up to league climax.”

The defender revealed: “We intend to participate 
in the 2023/23 Mainland Premier League”.

Pamba FC and 
Fountain Gate 
FC battle for 
dominance in 
Championship

Simba Queens SC ready for CAF Women’s Champions League

athletes who will compete in the TOC 
championships,” a media release 
signed by him added.

Filbert Bayi, TOC secretary-general, 
yesterday could not be reached for his 
comments on the matter. 

Recently AT through the asso-
ciation’s Technical Director Michael 
Mwasha disclosed that it plans to hold 
the National Championships in Tanga 
at the end of next month.

He, however, said hosting the cham-
pionships is unlikely to come to frui-
tion as there are three major athletics 
events taking place between October 
to December. 

He said between the mentioned pe-
riod there will be a Samia Tanzanite 
showdown which will include athlet-
ics, the TOC athletics event, and Army 
Sports Council (BAMMATA) Games.

Mwasha said the competitions will 
involve athletes from across the coun-
try and will be under the supervision 
of AT.

The official, however, said in case 
one of the sports tournaments fails 
to take place AT will host the National 
Championships between November 
25-26.

The official added: “The AT execu-
tive committee which met last Satur-
day agreed that this year’s National 
Championships will be held between 

November 25-26 but they are subject 
to cancellation as within October and 
December there will be many national 
athletics events involving many ath-
letes from across the country.”

“It will as a result be difficult to have 
the National Championships but in 
case one of the above events fails to 
take place AT will step in to host the 
National Championships on the men-
tioned dates,” he said.

Hosting of this year’s National Ath-
letics Championships has been a con-
troversial issue at AT.

The championships were initially 
scheduled for last June at Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium but were postponed 
in the eleventh hour as AT said the 
postponement was meant to pave way 
for the venue to host East and Central 
Africa (EAAR) U-17 and U-20 champi-
onships.

The association has been failing 
to host the National Championships 
since 2015, it took the intervention of 
TOC that had in 2020 through funding 
from Olympic Solidarity (OS) and the 
Association of National Olympic Com-
mittees of Africa (ANOCA) sponsored 
the championships which were held 
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.

Last year the championships were 
held at Sheikh Amri Abeid Stadium in 
Arusha.

Simba Queens SC’s players warm up before coming up against Yanga Princesses in this season’s Tanza-
nite Women’s Sports Festival soccer tie which took place at Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Salaam on October 22. 
PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA QUEENS SC

By Somoe Ngitu, Rabat

TANZANIA’s Simba Queens 
SC has landed safely in Rabat, 
Morocco ready to participate 
in this season’s CAF Women’s 
Champions League slated to 
kick off on Sunday.

Simba Queens’ Manager, Se-
lemani Makanya, said all of the 
team’s players are in good con-
dition and are waiting to start 
hoisting Tanzania’s flag high in 
the competition.

Makanya said the squad was 
expected to officially start 
training last night and they are 
grateful that the weather in the 
city is good and similar to Dar 
es Salaam.

“We thank God that we have 
arrived safely here in Rabat, 
our trip was good and our 
hosts from the Moroccan Foot-
ball Association received us 
well, there were no challenges, 
and we believe everything will 
go well,” Makanya noted.

The manager added that 
he is happy to see that every 
player who traveled has a great 
desire to fulfill what the side’s 
fans, members, and leaders are 

Meanwhile, AT acting secretary-gen-
eral Ndaweka disclosed that the associ-
ation’s Annual General Meeting which 
was slated for November 27 in Tanga 
will now be held in Dodoma.

He said the decision has been taken 
after many athletics stakeholders com-
plained that it is difficult for them to 
make it to Tanga.

The official pointed out: “After we 
announced that our Annual General 
Meeting will be held in November in 
Tanga, many stakeholders complained 
that it will be difficult for delegates to 
reach Tanga and they suggested that 
we move it to Dodoma which many 
find it accessible as it is situated at the 
center of the country and it is more-
over the country’s capital city.” 

“AT president Silas Isangi has accept-
ed the suggestion and the meeting will 
be held in Dodoma on the same date,” 
he said.

One of the agendas of the annual 
general meeting is a mini-election to 
fill vacant posts at the association.

According to Ndaweka, the vacant 
posts at AT are vice president and ex-
ecutive committee member from Coast 
Region.

John Bayo and Robert Kalyahe that 
were holding the vice-president and 
executive committee member posi-
tions respectively resigned last year.

Pamba FC’s head coach, George Semwogerere. PHOTO: 
COURTESY OF PAMBA FOOTBALL CLUB
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