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Vice President Dr Philip Mpango (in black track suit) leads a five-km walk in Dodoma city yesterday in
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launching Law Week activities for this year. To his left i Chief Justice Prof

Chadema
holds first
rally, ACT

for Dar start

By Guardian Reporter

THE leading opposition party on
the Mainland, Chadema, hit the
ground running at the weekend,
promising to strive for sustained
political freedom “and form the
next government,” with ACT-
Wazalendo entering trhe field

on February 18,
Chadema chairman Freeman
Mbowe addressed the first

such rally at Furahisha grounds

in the lakeside rock city of

Mwanza, where he said that the
ongoing political dialogue and
reconciliation “does not imply
that we will dissolve our party.”
In a statement, ACT-Wazalendo
secretary general, Ado Shaibu,

said the leading opposition

party in Zanzibar will start its
first phase of public rallies in
nine regions of the Mainland

and in Zanzibar a month from

NOW.
He told journalists in Dar es

Salaam yesterday, that rallies
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EAC, global partners study
cross-border health threat

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

SIX East African Community
(EAC) partner states were at
the weekend seeking to identify
strategies in preventing infec-
tious diseases.

Dr David Balikowa, a senior
livestock officer at the EAC Sec-
retariat, said here that in the
past two decades the EAC re-
gion has been plagued by cross
border diseases, impacting
the livestock sector and other
spheres of business and econo-
my.

The meeting involved more
than 100 officials from global
development agencies, bilateral
partners and lenders, examin-
ing the formulation of harmo-
nised strategies to curb such
outbreaks in the bloc.

Conference participants were

drawn from the One Health
(OH) forum coordinated by
the World Health Organisation
(WHO), where the primary chal-
lenge is to link efforts to prevent
outbreaks of diseases like Ebola,
Covid-19 and cholera, priority
list in the EAC disease preven-
tion agenda.

It was the first meeting of the
year for health stakeholders in
the EAC zone, to examine the
implementation of an inclusive
health plan, the global pro-
gramme for pandemic preven-
tion and response: one health
approach (GP PPOH).

The zone’s one health strategy
was agreed upon in November
2021 that the global inclusive
health plan should assist in the
preparations for twice yearly
meetings to evaluate the pur-
suit of set goals and enhance the
participation of stakeholders.

It was the first
meeting of the
year for health
stakeholders in
the EAC zone,
to examine the
implementation

The meeting discussed joint
implementation of strategies to
deal with infectious disease out-
breaks as well as non-communi-
cable diseases among member
states, the secretariat official
indicated.

Dr Baltazar Leba, a senior
‘one health’ coordination of-
ficial at the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO), said the forum
would enhance understanding

and implementation of the joint
health plan among stakeholders
and those working in the field.

Dr Irene Isaka, the social sec-
tors director at the EAC Secre-
tariat, said the forum has made
an imprint for the first joint ef-
forts in preventing the outbreak
of pandemics.

The joint forum involved the
World Organisation for Animal
Health (WOAH), the United Na-
tions Environment Programme
(UNEP), Africa CDC (Centres
for Disease Prevention) and the
World Bank.

Other key stakeholders in-
clude the German Development
Bank (KfW), the United States
Agency for International Devel-
opment (USAID), the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) and the
International Organization for
Migration (IOM).

VP: Rogue judicial officers impede justice

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

CE President Dr Philip Mpango has

s / castigated magistrates, judges and

attorneys who link up in sabotaging

law enforcement on reserved areas by receiv-

ing bribes and hampering the dispensation of
justice.

Launching the Law Week at Mwalimu Ny-
erere Grounds here that began yesterday, the
VP said that the judiciary halts the auctioning
of seized livestock in reservation areas, im-
posing small fines to owners of the livestock.

“In my visits in various regions and other
areas I often receive many complaints from
the people against the Judiciary as well as
other organs including the police and prisons
regarding their justice dispensation system in
general,” he stated.

Some of the complaints heard relate to
magistrates, attorneys and judges who solicit
bribes in a spirit contrary to their oaths, he
said, underlining that auctioning livestock
seized in reserved areas was part of the law.

On many occasions in Mbeya Region for ex-
ample, such auctions are withheld by order of
the courts with such court sittings even being
held on Sundays, he asserted, expressing irri-
tation with courts handing small fines which
the livestock owners promptly pay and the
sized livestock returned.

“My office also has been receiving com-

My office also has been
receiving complaints in
regard to foreign currency
seized at border areas that
gets lost while in the hands
of the court. The judgement
thereof gets twisted to
award victory to the owner
of the currency

plaints in regard to foreign currency seized at
border areas that gets lost while in the hands
of the court. The judgement thereof gets
twisted to award victory to the owner of the
currency,” he pointed out.

“There are also other complaints - includ-
ing the high cost of case proceedings as well
as payments to advocates,” he further re-
marked, noting that people complain with
regard to judgements written in English.

Similarly, suspects stay for long periods in
remand prisons waiting for completion of
investigation of their cases, urging that those
involved in the dispensation of justice need to
seek alternative ways for solutions where it
can be easily attained.

TURN TO Page2

LITP: Ministry to issue a million title deeds

By Guardian Reporter

ONE million land title deeds
in urban areas and 500,000
customary land occupancy
title deeds in rural areas will
be issued under the Land
Tenure Improvement Project
(LTIP).

Joseph Shewiyo, the

LTIP coordinator in the
Ministry for Lands, Housing
and Human Settlements
Development made this
affirmation at a one-day
seminar for members of

the standing committee for

Lands, Natural Resources
and Tourism of the National
Assembly.

The committee

was discussing the
implementation of the land
title improvement and
security of tenure, where the
coordinator said processing
the issuance of land title
deeds in urban areas will be
handled by public agencies
by up to 20 per cent and

the bulk of the work be
outsourced to land surveying
firms.

Difficulties are anticipated

in zones with unplanned
buildings where the
coordinator says their
identifications will be taken
as they are, with one million
title deeds nonetheless
expected to be issued
despite this discrepancy.

A pilot project has begun

in Dodoma Urban district

in areas like Bihawana,
Mapinduzi and Mkwawa
selected for the preliminary
effort, with eight local
government authorities
(districts) listed as Dodoma
City, Chalinze, Mafinga,

Rungwe, Nzega, Tarime,
Korogwe and Kigoma
covered in the first year of
project implementation.
Customary title deeds will
be processed by land survey
firms and public agencies,
with intent to make better
land use plans for 250
villages, alongside issuing
500,000 such deeds.

The committee meeting was
also attended by MPs from
districts covered by the
project this year, in relation
to the issuance of title deeds,
preparation of original

survey plans, improvement
of the Integrated Land
Management Information
System (ILMIS), basic beacon
installation, plus building
land offices in 25 regions.
The MPs demanded
educating the public,
especially women, in tandem
with implementation of LTIP,
with Cosato Chumi (Mafinga)
advising the government to
extend the project to cover
industrial areas. The sector is
essential and fast growing in
various areas of the country,
he stated.
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Rogue judicial
officers impede
justice, says VP

“| call upon to the Judiciary to work together
with other stakeholders in resolving conflicts
through amicable negotiations,” he appealed,
asking civil society organisations (CSOs)

to provide legal education to the public,
render legal assistance to the needy and
build up understanding on basic civil rights,
with a focus on resolving conflicts through
arbitration.

Religious leaders and traditional authorities
need to assist the Judiciary to speak to the
public about the issues, he stated, whereupon
Chief Justice Prof Ibrahim Juma called upon
those who claim for their rights to make sure
they first understand those rights.

They should be reading and seeking education
to enable them understand the laws and
procedures that govern the justice being
sought, he emphasised.

The Law Week will be used to provide
education and to remind the public how to
seek justice in a correct and simple way, he
added.

Six dead in siege
at mayor’s office

MOGADISHU

AT least six people were killed yesterday in an at-
tack by Al-Shabaab militants at the mayor’s office in
central Mogadishu, police said.

A suicide bomber set off a huge blast that tore
through building near the office complex with gunfire
erupting afterwards, Somali police spokesman Sadik
Dudishe said at the end of the four-hour siege.

“All the six attackers died. Five of them during the
fire exchange with the security forces and one of them
detonated himself,” Dudishe told reporters.

“Six civilians also died during the attack and the situ-
ation is back to normal.”

All the staffers at the mayor’s office were rescued,
the police added.

Al-Shabaab, a militant group allied with Al-Qaeda
claimed, responsibility for the attack via its commu-
nication channels, saying its fighters “made their way
inside the targeted building after killing the security
guards.”

Witnesses said the initial explosion damaged nearby
buildings and gunfire could be heard in the vicinity of
the mayor’s office.

The area was quickly cordoned off by security offic-
ers, a witness who runs a business near the offices said.

Another witness, Omar Nur, said he was inside a
nearby mall when the explosion went off and “was
lucky to have escaped safely.”

The Al-Shabaab militants have been waging a bloody
insurgency against the frail internationally backed
central government for 15 years, carrying out attacks
both in Somalia and neighbouring countries.

The latest attack comes days after seven soldiers
were killed on Friday at a military camp in Galcad,
a town in central Somalia about 375 kilometres (230
miles) north of the capital Mogadishu.

The US military said on Saturday the attack -- in the
Somali town retaken by the army this week -- involved
more than 100 Al-Shabaab jihadists.

“The combined actions by partner forces on the
ground and the collective self-defence strike is esti-
mated to have resulted in three destroyed vehicles and
approximately thirty al-Shabaab terrorists killed” the
US military command for Africa (AFRICOM) said in a
statement.

In recent months, the Somali army and local clan
militias have mounted a major offensive against the
jihadist group, retaking swathes of territory in the
centre of the country in an operation backed by US air
strikes and an African Union force.

But despite the gains by the pro-government forces,
the offensive has drawn retribution and the militants
have continued to demonstrate the ability to strike
back with lethal force against civilian and military tar-
gets. Agencies
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Community Hands Foundation director Paul Makoe (seated 2nd-R) and trainers, who are conducting an education programme on le

il 'ﬁé-'.l:_.‘.. s ="

ot T S AN

adership a

y 1 T i
nd self-awareness in Dar

es Salaam, have a happy recess (in between sessions) together with students of at Ubungo’s Bethsaida Girls’ Secondary School at the weekend. This is a boarding school
established chiefly to provide secondary education to orphans and vulnerable girls in Tanzania.

WEFP welcomes funding from US to support Rwanda refugees

KIGALI

THE United Nations
World Food Programme
(WFP) has welcomed

a contribution of $7.2
million from the United
States (through USAID’s
Bureau for Humanitarian
Assistance) to provide
life-saving food assistance
in the form of cash
transfers and treatment
for malnutrition including
social and behavioural
change initiatives for

113,500 refugees living in
all five camps in Rwanda.
“This contribution from
the United States comes
at a time when we need
it most. With the recent
arrival of over 100 new
refugees every day from
the Democratic Republic
of the Congo and rising
costs of food, energy
and transport, refugees
are now, more than ever
in need of assistance to
enable them to progress
towards self-reliance,”

said Ahmareen Karim,
WFP's Acting Country
Director in Rwanda.
WFP uses cash transfers
to empower people with
choice to address their
essential needs in local
markets, while also
helping to boost local
economies.

Despite this generous
funding, WFP is still

not able to provide

full rations to meet

the minimum food
requirements for

refugees in Rwanda.
WFP, in partnership with
UNHCR, the UN Refugee
Agency, introduced a
needs-based targeting
approach in May 2021

- a system under which
refugees are given food
rations according to their
levels of vulnerability.
Due to funding shortfalls,
the most vulnerable
refugees currently
receive 92 percent of

a full ration and those
deemed moderately

Iringa Urban legislator Jesca Msambatavangu (R) airs her views at a one-day seminar for members of the Parliamentary Lands, Natural
Resources and Tourism Committee and representatives of various councils on the impending Land Tenure Improvement Project. The
project is primarily meant to strengthen the national land administration system and increase tenure security in selected areas..

African laboratories training rats to quickly detect tuberculosis

By Guardian Correspondent and
Agencies

IN laboratories in Tanzania and
Kenya, rats have been trained to
sniff out tuberculosis.

Already known for finding land
mines, the rodents could now
transform the way the disease is
detected.

The African giant pouched rats
work with scientists at the APOPO
Project, a Belgian non-profit organ-
isation in Tanzania, because they
can detect the smell of the deadly
disease.

A study conducted by APOPO in
2016 compared the accuracy of the
rats to that of standard methods
used in laboratories such as smear
microscopy, bacteria culture tests
and Genexpert - a rapid test for tu-
berculosis.

Joseph Soka, Programme Man-
ager for TB at APOPO, said: “The
sensitivity of these rats is as high
as compared to microscopes and
as compared to other tests, their
sensitivity is independent of HIV
status.”

“That is, they can easily identify
tuberculosis in people living with
HIV, keeping in mind that these

people living with HIV, it is very
difficult to be diagnosed by the
standard test, including Genexpert
in microscopes.”

APOPO is already known for
training rats to find landmines but
training them to detect TB was
new territory when they adopted
the programme back in 2008.

Now the animals work in 21
medical centres in the Tanzanian
capital Dar es Salaam as they are
thought to be faster at detecting
the illness than standard methods.

Many developing countries
heavily rely on old TB detection
techniques that entail the use

of microscopes to examine the
sputum of potentially infected
patients. Dhaval Shah, veterinary
pathologist at Pathologists Lancet
Kenya, said rats can speed up the
process.

“So, the conventional labora-
tory techniques can take any-
where from two hours to even 14
days per sample, depending on
what technique you use,” he said.
“While the rats will be able to
complete testing of fifty samples
within two hours and this would
be ideal in far places or remote
places like Mozambique or places
in Mozambique which are rural.”

According to the WHO, TB
claimed the lives of 1.6 million
people in 2021 including 187 000
people with HIV. The disease is the
13th leading cause of death glob-
ally and the second leading infec-
tious killer after COVID-19.

The WHO estimates that in 2018,
162,000 people (551 cases per
100,000 people) contracted tuber-
culosis in Mozambique. The figures
highlight the need for a speedy, re-
liable and affordable technique to
detect the TB causing bacteria.

It is hoped the use of rats might
do away with the need for time-
consuming microscope testing.

vulnerable receive 46
percent of a full ration.
This ensures that the
most vulnerable refugees
are prioritized for food
assistance while the
least vulnerable refugees
are supported to become
more self-reliant

This contribution is in
addition to $9.5 million
received from the

United States in 2022 in
support of WFP's refugee
operations in Rwanda.

Rallies: Chadema holds first
rally, ACT hints at Dar start

FROM PAGE 1

will start with Dar es
Salaam on February 18,
followed by Unguja, Pemba,
Tanga, Tabora, Kigoma,
Lindi and Coast regions,
alongside the Selous, as a
region in ACT statutes.
They will be focused on
various agenda including
living conditions and
democratic reforms, he
said, noting that the party’s
central committee has
instructed that the rallies
should also be used to
reiterate to the public what
the party promised in its
2020 election manifesto.
“ACT will analyse various
challenges facing the
country, how the leaders
have failed to solve them
and show alternative
policies of ACT Wazalendo
to address the challenges,”
he declared.

The ACT rallies will involve
the launching of a new
party slogan in the Dar

es Salaam event and on
February 25 in Zanzibar, he
said.

Chadema issued its rallying
cry right away in the
Mwanza rally, where the
chairman said the leading
slogan is “no hate, no fear.”
It will drive the party’s
political activity up to the
next general election, he
stated stressing that the
principal goals for Chadema
remain a new constitution
and an independent
electoral commission.

ACT promised details on a
second phase of meetings
sooner, “to ensure that we
reach all regions.”

The once-dominant
opposition Civic United
Front (CUF) issued a
statement after a meeting
of its general council
affirming that party
chairman Prof. Ibrahim
Lipumba said in his opening
speech that “failure to have
an independent electoral
commission will put the
country in serious trouble,”
the reports indicated.
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Intra-EAC-trade to hit $15bn

mark in 2023

By Guardian Reporter

THE East African Business Council (EABC) is targeting $15 bil-
lion mark in the intra-regional-trade in 2023, should the current
political goodwill prevails.

EABC chairperson Angelina Ngalula said this at the weekend
in a statement made in her New Year message. She said that the
business community is upbeat to grow the intra-EAC-trade by
leaps and bounds.

She said in 2022 the trading bloc witnessed the intra-EAC-
trade grew to historic $10 billion mark, up from $9.5 billion in
2021, courtesy of the political goodwill from the leaders of the
EAC member countries.

“Last year we saw deeper political goodwill from the EAC
partner states leaders in expediting the growth of intra-EAC
trade. Should the trend prevail in 2023, surely business com-
munity would attain the $15 billion mark,” Ngalula said.

The political goodwill prompted the elimination of Non-Tar-
iff Barriers (NTBs) hampering intra-regional trade such as the
easing of Covid-19 restrictions to allow free movement of goods,
capital and labour within the trading bloc and admission of the
DRC Congo into the EAC, driving the intra-regional-trade surge.

The EAC data indicate that the intra-EAC trade, accounting
for imports and exports in the seven EAC partner states, surged
from 13 per cent in 2019 at a value of $7.1 billion to 15 per cent in
2021 at avalue of $9.5 billion. By September 2022, the EAC trade
value was at $10.17 billion representing 20 per cent share of
intra-trade to global trade.

Formal figures show that the EAC’s total trade with the rest of

- says Ngalula

the world stood at $62 billion in the period under review.

Ngalula who is Tanzania Private Sector Foundation (TPSF)
chairperson said that this year the EABC will engage the chair
of the summit of the EAC Heads of State to enhance food se-
curity, strengthen the integration of regional supply chains,
eliminate non-tariff barriers, restrictions to the free movement
of services, double taxation, open skies, telecommunications,
and infrastructure development to boost the expansion of busi-
nesses across EAC borders.

“A pre-heads of state summit consultation and presentation
of memoranda of private sector policy priorities to the EAC
Council of Ministers during the high-level summit on common
market protocol were among the EABC milestones achieved in
2022, explained, EABC

Seven out of ten EABC policy priorities were adopted in the
Communique of the EAC council of ministers on common mar-
ket protocol.

Yet another breakthrough was the adoption of 35 per cent as
the fourth band of the EAC Common External Tariff (CET) by
the EAC Partner States.

Indeed, since 1st July 2022, imports of goods such as meat,
furniture, and textiles from non-EAC countries, have been at-
tracting a tariff of 35 per cent, Ngalula said, stressing that the
idea behind this is to protect local production and spur regional
industrialisation.

It is understood that CET is one of the key instruments under
the customs union pillar, which justifies regional integration
through uniform treatment of goods imported from third par-
ties.

Works and Transport deputy minister Atupele Mwakibete (in tie) exchanges greetings with former Tan-
zania Truck Owners Association chairperson Angelina Ngalula (now Tanzania Private Sector Foundation
and EABC chairperson) at the association’s 7th annual general meeting in Dar es Salaam yesterday, as vice
chairman Rahim Dossa looks on. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

EABC in partnership with COME-
SA and SADC business councils
has launched the African Tripar-
tite Business Council to spearhead
the inclusion of private sector pro-
posals into the negotiations of the
African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) Agreement and the
African Tripartite Free Trade Area
(TFTA).

EABC in partnership with the

EAC organised a trade mission to
the DRC Congo under the leader-
ship of the EAC Secretary General,
Dr. Peter Mathuki.

“It's the EABC commitment to
cement partnerships with the Fed-
eration of Enterprises of the Congo
(FEC) to boost trade ties,” Ngalula
said.

EABC chief was grateful to Coca-
Cola Africa and Equity Bank Ltd, de-

velopment partners such asTrade-
mark East Africa (TMEA), German
Development Cooperation led by
GIZ- Support East African Mar-
ket Driven and People-Centered
Integration (SEAMPEC) project,
Business Scouts for Development,
Afreximbank and International
Trade Centre (ITC) for being sup-
portive to the regional business
apex body.

Govt, Swiss to open centre for organic agriculture in Dodoma

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo,
Dodoma

THE Agriculture ministry is final-
ising processes to sign a vital Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU)
with Swiss Aid Tanzania in readiness
to open a special excellence centre
for organic agriculture in Bihawana
area, Mbabala ward in Dodoma city.

The envisaged crucial develop-
ment in the country’s biological
farming system sector was unveiled
over the weekend in Dodoma by
Obadia Kamea, head of legal servic-
es unit at the Ministry of Agriculture.

The robust initiative came to
light during the 8th annual general
meeting of the Tanzania Organic

Agriculture Movement (TOAM) held
in the city, attracting key agro-ecol-
ogy stakeholders, pundits as well
as farmers from different regions
across the country.

Kamea, in his opening remarks
said the parent ministry is keen, and
it was further working round the
clock to ensure smooth metamor-
phosis of the sector, through joint
efforts from the private sector. “We
have earmarked at least 5 hectares
in Bihawana area for the specific
purpose to develop a professional
and excellence centre for organic ag-
ricultural undertakings, the facility
to be used by the farmers to acquire
biological farming practices, but
also, the hub will be used as a use-
ful benchmark for them to evaluate

their performance,” Kamea added.

Realising the importance of or-
ganic agriculture in the country, he
said the government continues to
draft and implement a series of var-
ied strategies meant to improve per-
formance of organic agriculture, tar-
geting to heighten production and
productivity, among others.

“We are currently working to re-
vitalise and rectify several policies,
including those pertaining to seeds.
Among others, were focusing on
identifying and improving the qual-
ity declared seeds (QDS) varieties
for both conventional and organic
farming,” he detailed.

The official insisted that the par-
ent ministry will continue to stand
firm to iron out all hiccups that tend

to derail and upset efforts by indig-
enous organic farmers to realize
enough crop yields, but also in ac-
cessing the necessary agro inputs,
including bio-pesticides, organic fer-
tiliser and others.

Apart from hailing TOAM for
excellence performance, he chal-
lenged the movement to develop
a vast countrywide organic forum,
one that will further help to acceler-
ate awareness over importance of
the environmental friendly farming
system across the country, and in
East Africa at large.

“Organic farming is useful for
both, food security and safety and
the country has been endowed with
potential agro-climatic zones that
support biological farming and thus

what is needed most is to lobby for
more support from both the pub-
lic and private sector,” he added.

In further efforts to improve
the sector, he said the govern-
ment has developed meaningful
policies and strategies, including
the Agricultural Sector Develop-
ment Programme (ASDP II), the
2017 Climate -Smart Agricultural
Guideline

“Later on this year, were ex-
pecting to embark on the effective
implementation of the National
Ecological Organic Agriculture
Strategy, the eight-year initiative
which has been coordinated by
the ministry of agriculture to fur-
ther create awareness over organ-
ic agriculture among local farmers

and relevant stakeholders,” he said.

TOAM chief executive officer, Ba-
kari Mongo said the movement was
well prepared to continue fuelling a
pace of biological agriculture among
the local farmers across the country.

“After passing through some
tough years, TOAM is currently roar-
ing back with a series of strategic
plans to assure Tanzania become
an important hub for agro-ecology
across East and Central Africa,” he
stated.

He added, there’s increased de-
mand for organically produced food
items in the world, the -mesmerizing
economic trend which has equally
unlocked varied opportunities that
ought to be effectively grasped by
Tanzanian farmers.

By Guardian Correspondent,
Mbeya

DEPUTY minister for
Water, Eng Maryprisca
Mahundi presented in-
formation and commu-
nication technology (ICT)
tools to Iwambi primary
school in Mbeya city to
support teaching and
learning as well as print-
ing of tests and examina-
tions.

The deputy minister
who also doubles as Spe-
cial Seats MP in Mbeya
handed over a printer
and a computer which
the school was in dire
need of the tools.

According to her, the
handing over of the tools
is the implementation of
the promise which she
made last year when she
participated in a tree
planting exercise at the
school in collaboration
with the Iwambi Active
Group.

She said that the gov-
ernment has been spend-
ing a lot of funds to
improve delivery of edu-
cation which include im-
proving infrastructures
and financing fee-free
education.

“As an MP, I will ensure
that T work hard to sup-
port the development of
the sector so as to ensure
that we produce enough
and competent experts
including doctors, teach-
ers, engineers and others
in the agriculture sector
to push the country’s de-
velopment,” he said.

Mahundi however
wanted citizens to sup-
port President Samia
Suluhu Hassan in im-
plementation of various
development  projects
which include water,
education, roads, health
and other key sectors.

Eliah Kasanga, the

Minister presents ICT Kkits
to Iwambi primary school

school head teacher appreciated the
MP for supporting them with the tools
which are going to support record
management as well as printing of ex-
aminations.

“We will no longer spend time and
money printing examinations and
tests outside the school, these tools
donated will support us and help ad-
dress various learning and teaching
challenges. It was so hard for us print-
ing documents outside the school be-
cause some of the documents needed
secrecy but we had no way,” he said.

Iwambi ward education officer, Gil-
bert Kasebele said many schools in the
ward are facing various challenges that
affect teaching and learning progress.

“We still need to equip our school
with tools that facilitate smooth learn-
ing and teaching, but we cannot do
this alone without support from stake-
holders,” he said.

Humphrey Ngalawa, Iwambi ward
councillor commended Engineer Ma-
hundi for the support and called her
to continue remembering the school
and other areas in need.
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Alliance Life Assurance Ltd would like to notify the
General public that Ms. Anne Michael Mushi is no longer
working for the Company effective 20" August 2021. The
company will not be bound or Liable and will not accept
any liability arising from any business transactions
conducted by her after 20" August 2021.
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Johns Hopkins CCP Tanzania Limited
Chole road, Oysterbay, Plot. No. 72,

P.O. Box 105303. Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
Tel: +255 78 4164710

Website: https//www.jh.edu

JOHNS HOPKINS

Center for Communication
Programs

A

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR SUPPLY OF

GOODS AND SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 2023

1. Background and project description

The Johns Hopkins Center for Communication Programs (CCP), Baltimore USA, receives
funding from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), under the
Breakthrough ACTION Tanzania project to implement social and behaviour change (SBC)
interventions.

The Tanzania Breakthrough ACTION is a social and behavior change (SBC) project, designed to
increase the practice of priority health behaviours and enable positive social norms, including
gender norms, for improved health and development outcomes, with an emphasis on family
planning/ reproductive health (FP/RH), HIV, maternal, new-born, and child health (MNCH),
malaria, and zoonotic diseases.

The Johns Hopkins Center for Communication Programs wishes to identify and enlist
reputable and registered suppliers and service providers to go through the prequalification
process and those selected will be engaged as potential pre-qualified suppliers and service
providers on various supplies and services for Breakthrough ACTION Tanzania contract
services for the year 2023 (i.e., February 2023, to December 31, 2023) for the following
categories:

Request For Proposal # | Item Description

Hosting, Designing and Maintenance of Social Behavior Change
Monitoring System

Mid Media /Community Theater Events

Printing Services

Accommodation services

RFP 0001-2023

RFP 0002-2023
RFP 0003-2023
RFP 0004-2023
RFP 0005-2023
RFP 0006-2023
RFP 0007-2023

RFP 0008-2023

RFP 0009-2023
RFP 0010-2023
RFP 0011-2023
RFP 0012-2023

Conference services
Creative Agency and Graphic Design Services

Event management and public relations services
Development/Updating of Guides, Strategies and Standard
Operating Procedures

Mass Media and Social Media Monitoring

Omnibus Survey

Procure and Place Out of Home (O0H) materials

Mass Media & Social Media Design and Implementation

217235501

2. Application Requirements

Interested applicants may request a full RFP document. To infotvca@jh.edu and the deadline
for requesting the RFP document is 31t January 2023 at 5 pm.

The deadline for application submission will be on 3™ February 2023 at 5:00pm (17:00hrs).
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Emmanuel Mwandambo (L), a resident
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engineer with Tanroads Engineering Consulting Units (TECU) based at the Julius Nyerere Hydropower Project,
takes former ministerial permanent secretaries around the site of the project at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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MALAWT'S worst cholera epi-
demic in decades has sparked mas-
sive demand for vaccines but stocks
are reportedly running low.

According to the spokesperson
for the Malawi’s Health Ministry -
Adrian Chikumbe, the country has
no more cholera vaccines.

Malawi secured a tranche of 2.9
million doses from the Gavi-sup-
ported Global Oral Cholera Vaccine
Stockpile in November.

The country’s 29 health districts
reported cholera cases since the
confirmation of the first case in
March 2022.

As of January 20, Malawi’s health
authorities reported a total of 631
new cases of cholera; 17 new deaths.

The cumulative confirmed cases
and deaths reported since the on-

set of the outbreak stood at 28,132

Malawi runs out of cholera vaccine
amid ifs worst epidemnic in decades

and 916 respectively.

In its daily update, the health
ministry urged all Malawians to
adhere to preventive and contain-
ment measures.

Cholera is an acute diarrheal
disease spread via contaminated
water and food which can cause
severe dehydration. It is a bacterial
disease that affects both children
and adults.

If left untreated, up to 30% of
cholera cases can be fatal and in
extreme cases, the disease can Kkill
within hours.

If Malawi is the epicentre of the
African epidemic, cholera is surg-
ing globally.

In December, the World Health
Organization said the global stock-
pile of cholera vaccines it helps
manage was ‘empty or extremely
low’.

Record management company gets ISO credit in quality and information security

By Getrude Mbago

A record management com-
pany, Top Archive EA Limited has
been certified by the ISO 9001 for
consistently providing services
that meet and exceed both the
customer and regulatory require-
ments.

The award certifications include
ISO 9001:2015 in quality manage-
ment systems and ISO 27001:2013
in information security manage-
ment systems.
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Speaking during the event to
celebrate the milestone achieve-
ment in Dar es Salaam over the
weekend, Epafras Kimario, the
company’s archive and catalogu-
ing manager said that the ISO rec-
ognition demonstrates that the
company follows best practice on
the management of data to avoid
security breaches and cyber-at-
tacks.

“Our principle is to enable
small, medium, and large-scale
businesses to be competitive and

—

productive in this digital age, by
leveraging the highest standard,
world-class record storage facili-
ties and information management
solutions in order to streamline
record storage and management,
and quick access to relevant busi-
ness documents and informa-
tion,” he noted.

He said that Top Archive EA
Limited has been in operation in
Tanzania since August 2015 and
later acquired shares of RI Man-
agement Ltd. in 2020. The com-
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pany was established in Tanzania
and Nigeria after the success in
Ghana which was incorporated
in May 2010, and is currently the
market leader in all three coun-
tries.

Sophia Tendega, the company’s
operations manager said Top Ar-
chive provides a comprehensive
range of services related to archiv-
ing and document management
to several clients across all private
sectors in the country.

“These services include solu-

tions for physical and digital ar-
chiving with a variety of software
solutions for management of elec-
tronic documents and additional
services such as implementation
of archiving policies and staff
training on archiving and docu-
ment management. In addition,
the company provides secure de-
struction of documents beyond
their retention period as well as
logistics services for storage and
mobilisation of equipment, furni-
ture, and stationery.”

She said the ability to maintain
the above standards and con-
tinually improve on the same are
monitored on a regular basis and
recertification is subject to Top
Archive EA Limited meeting the
standard requirements.

Sophia assured clients and Tan-
zanians in general that the staff
and management of Top Archive
EA Limited will endeavour to con-
tinually innovate to surpass indus-
try trends and expectations.

‘These Dar residents were
found with elephant tusks’

By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

A witness with the police force,
Sergeant Beatus, has explained be-
fore Kisutu Magistrate Resident
Court how he set a trap at Mbezi
Msigani on the outskirts of Dar
es Salaam and managed to arrest
three residents with 30 pieces of
elephant tusks.

Accused in the ivory trafficking
case are Kefas Mlenzi, Juma Mfali
and Greyson Muhapa, all are alleg-
edly accused of trafficking 30 piec-
es of tusks worth 239,505,000/-
without permit from the Tanzania
Wildlife Management Authority.

Sergeant Beatus explained that
the case of brought for another
hearing on Friday before Kisutu
Principal Magistrate Richard Ka-
bate.

Led by State Attorney, Ashura
Mnzava, witness Sergeant Bea-
tus, claimed that on June 28, 2018
while on patrol he and two other
police officers around 8 pm they
received information from a Good
Samaritan that there were three
people trafficking ivory tusks wait-
ing for customers.

“Soon after we received the in-
formation, me and one wildlife of-
ficer, Gumbo went to Mbezi Msiga-
ni while communicating with our
fellows who were around the crime
scene led by Corporal Majaliwa and
our driver, Khalfan,” claimed Ser-
geant Beatus.

He said that after reaching the

people with a black bag and a white
bag loaded with tusks.

Beatus told the court that after
arresting them, they inspected
them to ensure that if the informa-
tion received was true where they
found 13 pieces of ivory tusks in-
side the bag.

Inside the white bag, Beatus told
the court that they found 17 pieces
of ivory tusks.

“After that I counted the pieces of
ivory tusks and marked ,” he said.

He claimed that after finishing all
procedures, they packed the ivory
tusks and took the accused to Stak-
ishari police station.

The Principal Resident Magis-
trate, Kabate adjourned the case
until February 3, this year and the
suspects were taken into police

custody.

In order to achieve
SADC engagement
we can learn from
other regional inte-
grations like the Eco-
nomic Community of
West African States
(ECOWAS), European
Union and the French
Agricultural Union

ACT-Wazalendo Secretary General Ado Shaibu (R) briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on resolutions by the opposition party’s central commit-

tee as endorsed after a meeting held in the city at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Inabi Nathaniel

area they managed to arrest three

on Agricultural Sub-
sidies and Tariffs and

Chaula urges women, youth to explore credit

By Guardian Reporter

THE Permanent Secretary in the Min-
istry of Community Development, Gender,
Women and Special Groups, Dr Zainab
Chaula, has urged women and young
people to take advantage of the loan op-
portunities provided by councils so as to
strengthen themselves economically.

Dr Chaula made the remarks over the
weekend when speaking shortly after vis-
iting the GS1 Tanzania Limited that deals
with the provision of barcode services to
Tanzanian brands in Dar es Salaam.

She said women and young people have

a reason to be excited about the loans
along with the services provided by GS1
Tanzania to empower themselves eco-
nomically.

“Women and young people are encour-
aged to take loans issued by councils—4%
to women and 4% to young people and 2%
to the disabled because it will help them to
strengthen themselves economically and
thus get rid of poverty,” said Dr Chaula.

The PS called on women to use the loans
for empowering themselves economically
and not for things that are not intended.

Dr Chaula also expressed her satisfac-
tion with the service of the GS1 Tanzania

for being at the forefront of raising entre-
preneurs in the country and urged the in-
stitute to continue providing education to
Tanzanians on the importance of Barcodes
in Business. “I am really satisfied with the
service provided by this institution by
providing line numbers that are Barcodes
which will help traders to be sure of their
products to sell domestically and abroad.
I would like to give my opinion to them to
continue providing education to Tanzani-
ans about the use of Barcodes and its ben-
efits,” said Dr Chaula.

Fatma Kange, GS1 Tanzania, Chief Execu-
tive Officer said that the company has been

insistence for the past 12 and will continue
to work closely with all institutions to en-
sure that they help the small entrepreneur
to reach foreign markets along with being
recognized for loans to talk about employ-
ment and income for the government

She said: “Until now, a total of 5000
companies have been given barcodes to
use on their products make the number of
products reach more than 46,000 that are
in the market so far that use the services
of GSI Tanzania Barcodes and our goals
are to reach 10000 companies by the year
2024,

Kange said GS1 Tanzania redefines itself

in delivering services to Tanzanians and
bringing about major events that contrib-
ute positively to the development of the
country’s economy.

“It is time for Tanzanians to identify
themselves to know what GSI Tanzania is
doing. We are grateful to the government
through its Ministry of Investment, Indus-
try and Trade, which has continued to sup-
port us in solving the challenges we faced
in order to reach the goals we have set for
ourselves, including helping Tanzanian
producers to find strategic foreign mar-
kets in parallel and recognizing them for
loans,” said Kange.
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Tamwa advises govt to boost
fights against GBV and VAC

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

TANZANIA Media Women’s Association (TAMWA, Zanzibar) has tasked
the government to increase efforts in addressing gender-based violence
(GBV) incidents so that justice can be done and timely.

Despite the fight against GBV and violence against children (VAC) ac-
tions are still ongoing, but the level of access to justice is still low.

The Office of Chief Government Statistician (OCGS) in Zanzibar has re-
cently released a report for 2022 where it has mentioned the reporting of
1360 incidents in the police stations.

The report explains that only 181 incidents equal to 13 per cent were re-
ported guilty, when many crimes are still in police stations and some are
in the courts and in some cases, the accused have been released and in
others no actions have been taken, when other suspects were not found.

“Therefore, there is a great need to intensify efforts in managing these
events in all stages so that the search for justice for the victims can make
sense more,” said TAMWA-Zanzibar director Dr Mzuri Issa

“We advise the relevant institutions as well as the people not to cancel
the case for any reason because GBV and VAC cases are cases against the
country and not against a person or family,” she said.

According to her, in order to facilitate access to justice, the government
needs to strengthen the systems so that the case is heard in one place and a
judgment is obtained where the evidence law number 9 of 2016 in section
66 has given the opportunity to hear the case electronically.

“As the report explained, many children are the ones who have been
affected in this way, along with obtaining justice, it is good for the victims
to be given a sufficient level of psychological support so that the saying
of leaving no one behind can be achieved in Zanzibar,” Dr Mzuri said in a
statement.

She however commended all responsible institutions for the achieve-
ment made including OCGS for releasing information that will be vital in
the fight against GBV and VAC.

equipment and supplies to lIwambi Primary School teachers for use by the school. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa

‘Dodoma dealers sabotage production of sunflower seeds’

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma thus, marketing them at high prices

at the expense of farmer’s thirst is se-

EFFORTS by the government to
boost production of sunflower seeds
to curtail shortage of edible oil in the
country are facing serious hiccups
as some agro-dealers sabotage the
established subsidised seeds system.

The demand for edible oil in Tan-
zania is projected to shoot up and
reach 700,000 metric tons by the
year 2030 whereby the currently pro-
duction stands at only 290,000 MT,
compelling the country to annually
importing another 420,000MT to
satisfy the local market demand

During the 2022/2023 fiscal year
the government directed the Tanza-
nia Agricultural Seed Agency (ASA)

to multiply enough of improved
sunflower record seeds to be sold to
farmers at affordable subsidized pric-
es, target being to ensure more farm-
ers to access the seeds to improve
crop yields.

Under the directives, ASA sells
packages of the subsidised seeds
to its agents at wholesale prices of
4,500/- per kilogramme, whereas the
retail required to charge 5,000/- per
kilogramme.

But in contravention to the gov-
ernment’s good intentions, most of
the seed dealers across the country
are marketing the subsidised seeds
at  unauthorised prices, with those

in Dodoma city appearing to be at
forefront in taking advantage of the
farmer’s craving for quality seeds by
selling the same at rip-off prices.
Over the weekend, top manage-
ment of ASAs officials, led by the
agency’s CEO, Dr Sophia Kashenge,
conducted a special impromptu
crackdown to all seed dealers’ shops
in the city, the fruitful exercise which
found nearly all dealers sabotaging
the subsided sunflower seeds system.
She said: “Early last week, we ter-
minated the contract and arrested
our only Dodoma-based monopoly
kernel agent, Wema Agrovet after
finding her marketing the state sub-

sidized sunflower seeds at unau-
thorised prices. But after a few days
we received some shocking news
that most dealers are continuing to
parasitize the farmers by selling the
crucial seeds at legal prices and thus,
we decided to come here to put the
unpatriotic habit to an end.”

During the exercise, at least three
seed sellers, from DM Agrovet, CM
Agrovet and Blessing Agrotech were
nabbed by police for special inter-
rogation over implication in the
malpractice. At the central police
post, the dealers alleged to have
purchased the seeds from one, Junis
Mollel, an unidentified and unofficial

seed dealer who is allegedly to run
his services under the carpet.

“He is the one who supplies these
seeds at all seed shops within the
City, and normally comes to collect
his money at night,” expressed one
among the arrested seed dealers.

They said the distributor was sell-
ing to them the seeds packages from
ASA without subsidized price stick-
ers, only comprising the Tanzania
Official Seeds Certification Institute
(TOSCI) stickers. “There’s no way
we can remain comfortable until we
wipe out this ‘discouraging’ spate.
The government has spent a lot of
money to subsidize the seeds and

rious venom which should be fought
day and night,” insisted Dr Kashenge.

She appealed to farmers across
the country as well as individual
well-wishers to report in case of be-
ing sold the seeds at inappropriate
prices, detailed. She said that a 2 ki-
los package of sunflower record seed
should be sold at 10,000/-.

ASA coordinator for the provision
of subsidized sunflower seed varie-
ties, Benjamin Mfupe said the
agency is mulling to extend its ser-
vices in Dodoma in the near future,
saying the move is anticipated to
help fuel a war against unpatriotic
seed dealers.
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Expression of Interest

The United Nations World Food Programme seeks Milling Companies, that
can provide milling services in Tanzania.

The United Nations World Food Programme is updating its Milling Services shortlists and is inviting
applications from registered grain (maize and sorghum) milling facilities Millers who are interested
and capable to provide these services:

1. Miller must own the milling facility registered in the company name and indicate the daily
working hours capacity (MT/day).

2. Miller must have a good internal control measures in place to ensure the quality of the milled
products along with the technical staff required to run and monitor the operations.

3. Miller must have the capacity to do fortification if required or requested.

4. Miller must have an adequate holding or storage capacity for grain stock before and after
milling.

5. Theideal location for the milling facilities should be in Dodoma town (most preferred), Kahama
town and Kigoma.

Any grain Milling Company whichis interested and capable of providing these services is requested
to complete a WFP Milling Questionnaire (see below for details). Only companies which meet
above-mintioned WFP's criterias need reply to this Expression of Interest:
- Milling company must be fully registered with all relevant Tanzanian Governmental
departments and has all required licenses.
- Milling company, as well as its employees must not be blacklisted by any UN or non-UN
organization.

If your Milling company meets these criteria and wishes to be considered for provision of these Milling services
in Tanzania, you must submit the below documentation via email by close of business day of the 30th of
January 2023 to Mohammed.KHALIFA@wfp.org and Clementina.mapunda@wfp.org

- A completed WFP Questionnaire (please contact
Clementina.mapunda@wfp.org to obtain a copy).

Mohammed.Khalifa@wfp.org or

2- Acopy of the company Commercial registration, Certificate of Incorporation, a copy of the most
reacent audit report, a copy of Bank letter that shows your company’s account information.

This announcement is not a tender and rates are not being requested at this stage. Accordingly,
please note that neither this Expression of Interest nor the receipt of completed questionnaires
binds the World Food Programme to issue any tenders or contracts to any such interested parties.
Following assessment of applications, WFP reserves the right to accept or reject your interest to
be included in WFP’s service provider’s shortlist, without any further clarification.

Please note that WFP does not charge fees from applicants at any stage of the Milling Services
shortlisting process.
should be

Queries, strictly related to this expression of interest directed to:

Mohammed.Khalifa@wfp.org or Clementina.mapunda@wfp.org

217233401

WFP SAVING
¢ A LIVES
\‘; ﬁé’ \\’J World Food CHANGING
Ny Y Programme LIVES
D&

Expression of Interest

The United Nations World Food Programme in Tanzania
Seeks a Warehouse Facilities in Dodoma and surrounding areas.

WFP Tanzania seeks to identify warehouse facilities in Dodoma and surrounding areas.
The warehouse Facility will mainly be used for the storage of food and commodities and some
non-food items, which should ideally meet the following requirements:

- Very good condition without any major repairs required.

- A good accessible location, Near a main roadway and preferably accessible to railway.

- Fitted with Fire detectors; Ablution amenities; main Water and Electricity power from national
supply.

- Secured by a surrounding fence, equipped with a gate and proper lightings.

- Minimum size required, in terms of covered storage area, is no less than 5,000 SOM and can at
least hold up to 10,000 MT of food commodities with an adequate open area for trucks to turn,
manoeuvring and park.

Any interested party/ ies in possession of a warehouse facility that fit the description in or around

Dodoma City should respond to this expression of interest, as WFP may require such facilities soon.

WFP invites qualified landlords, who own such facilities, to submit their information (as detailed
below) for consideration for short listing.

1. Proof of ownership/Title deed (certified)

2. Certificate of incorporation or commercial registration.

3. Land and structure blueprint, pictures of the facility and Google coordinates of the
Warehouse location.

Please submit requested information to WFP no later than 4pm, 30* January 2023 at the address
listed below:

Please note that this is not an invitation to tender. No rates/prices are required at this stage, and
this invitation does not bind the World Food Programme to issue any tenders or contracts to the
companies who expressed their interest. This expression of interest may be followed by a visit,
inspection of facility and offices.

Please note that WFP does not charge any fee for registration forms.

WFP Tanzania Logistics Unit
113 Ada Estates, Kinondoni, Burundi Street, Mwindu Lane,
P.0. Box: 77778, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania

By email to: Mohammed.khalifa@wfp.org and Clementina.mapunda@wfp.org

Queries strictly related to this expression of interest should be directed to

Mohammed.khalifa@wfp.org and Clementina.mapunda@wfp.org

217233401
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Museveni issues order to ban travel
abroad for MPs and govt servants

KAMPALA

PRESIDENT Yoweri Museveni issued a direc-
tive against travelling abroad for government
officials, Members of Parliament and civil serv-
ants.

The president made this directive during the
commission of the Uganda Petroleum Institute
Kigomba (UPIK) over the weekend.

According to the President, there is so much
that needs to be done and needs money, but
such money is being wasted on useless ven-
tures like travel abroad.

He said the government should plan well and
prioritise investing in lucrative projects that will
generate billions of dollars for the country in a
few years to come.

“Your ancestors had the technology where
they got a small quantity of sour milk then add-
ed it to a gourd full of fresh milk and within a
few hours, all of it would be sour. So really this
is a concept of planning. We need a small “sour
milk” to get all this big resource turned into
money in our pockets,” he stated.

“Therefore, even if we are to spend $50 mil-
lion, 60 or even $100 million to make Kigumba
Petroleum Institute a world-class training cen-
tre, we shall do it. We have the money. Yes, we
have got very many needs, some want money to
eat. We can constrain that. We can say stop trav-

elling. Tell the civil servants, the MPs, the politi-
cians to stop travelling abroad; money is being
wasted in external travel and here Kigumba is

crying for money,” he added.

Your ancestors had the
technology where they got
a small quantity of sour
milk then added it to a
gourd full of fresh milk and
within a few hours, all of it
would be sour. So really this
is a concept of planning.
We need a small “sour milk”
to get all this big resource
turned into money in our
pockets
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Manyara regional commissioner Charles Makongoro Nyerere (in black hat and sunglasses) shares a light moment with teachers and stu-
dents of Mirerani’s Benjamin Mkapa Secondary School at the weekend as he followed up the enrolment of new (Form I) students. Left is
Simanjiro district commissioner Dr Suleiman Serera and right is school's headmaster, Samwel Kaitira. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

8 suspects in court charged with illegal trafficking of 116 turtles

By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

EIGHT suspects including Sar-
gent Cosmas Ndomba from the
Tanzania Peoples Defence Forces
(JWTZ) appeared before Kisutu
Residents Magistrate’s Court on
Friday facing three charges includ-
ing illegal trafficking of 116 turtles.

The charges were read by State
Attorney, Yusuph Aboud before

Kisutu Principal Resident Magis-
trate, Rhoda Ngimilanga.

Apart from Sargent Ndomba,
other suspects are Joseph Moyo,
Deogratius Lugenga, Hamza Ab-
dalah and MT 88046 Kassim Ab-
dullah, a security officer from the
Tanzania Airport Authority (TAA).

Others are Nkanamuli Mgaza,
TAA officer, Stephano Chedego
and Mwaluko Ngomole. In the first

count the suspects are alleged to
organise and lead a criminal gang.
Aboud claimed that the accused
committed the crime on January
3rd 2022 at different areas within
Dar es Salaam and that with bad
intentions, they sponsored a crimi-
nal gang to purchase, collect and
sold 116 turtles worth 18m /- il-
legally and without permit from
wildlife conservation authority.

In the second count, it was al-
leged that on the same date the
suspects illegally purchased and
sold government properties which
are 116 turtles.

In the third count, it was alleged
that in July 3rd last year, at Mwal-
imu Julius Nyerere International
Airport in Dar es Salaam, all ac-
cused persons colluded to export
the said turtles without permit

from relevant authorities.

The accused were ordered not to
respond to any of the charges be-
cause Kisutu Resident Magistrates
Court has no jurisdiction to hear
economic sabotage cases.

Defence lawyer, Nemiah Nkoko,
appealed to the court to grant bail
to his clients since it has powers to
do so in accordance with the laws.

However, Principal Resident

Magistrate Ngimilanga told the
court that the request from the
defence side was received, stating
that the court will go through the
mentioned law articles and will
later on provide bail procedures to
be followed by the suspects.

They suspects were taken back
to custody until January 23rd 2023
when the case will come up for an-
other mention.

.. f 'T‘-»é;‘_. e i

&

A e koD A

Dr Dio Woiso (L, gesturing), a project advisor with the Morogoro-based Sokoine University of Agriculture, pictured yesterday briefing the

Ntoba in Nzega District, Tabora Region. Photo: VPO

Deputy Minister of State in the Vice Presi-
dent’s Office (Union and Environment), Khamis Hamza Chilo (4th-L), during an inspection visit to a project meant to combat the impact of climate change. It is being implemented at

[nsurance firm unveils two health
schemes targeting elderly, children

By Guardian Reporter

JUBILEE Health Insurance has un-
veiled two health schemes that are spe-
cifically designed to cover elderly and
children.

The products dubbed :J Care Senior
and J Care Junior’ are targeting the elder-
ly aged at least 61 and the children whose
age range from zero to 17 years.

Jubilee Health Insurance executive di-
rector, Dr Harold Adamson, said the two
products were introduced in response to
customer demands and will support the
government’s universal health coverage
(UHC).

“We believe these products are going
to solve some health insurance challeng-
es in our society by covering these spe-
cial groups that have been neglected for
a long time,” he said, adding that Jubilee
was the first company to introduce such
services.

He said the company supports the ef-
forts of the government its Universal
Health Insurance agenda.

According to him, ‘J Care Senior’ is
designed for the senior citizens from
61 years and above. The cover includes
health screening, lifestyle management
programme and health clubs for the el-
derly.

On the other hand, ‘J Care Junior’ cov-
ers all children including those with un-
derlying conditions such as sickle cell
and cardiac issues.

The government is preparing a Univer-
sal Health Coverage (UHC) law with the
Bill expected to be read in Parliament
for the second time on January 31, 2023,
with the new arrangement expected to
come into effect on July 1.

Mbeya police conduct general city cleanliness

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

POLICE in Mbeya Region have organised
aclean - up campaign in the city of to pro-
tect residents from infectious diseases in-
cluding cholera.

At the weekend, more than 200 police
personnel were posted all over the city in-
cluding areas with huge assemblies of peo-
ple for general cleanliness to mark Police
and Community Day.

Mbeya Regional Police Commander, Ben-
jamin Kuzafa said the cleanliness campaign
is part of directives from the Inspector Gen-

eral of Police (IGP), Camillus Wambura.

He said apart from cleaning city areas,
they also aimed to beef up their coopera-
tion with the community in various issues
in regard to security.

He added that they planned to clean wa-
ter drainages, cut grass and bushes as well
as cleaning up public places including bus
stands, market places and health centres.

“Our aim is to show the example to the
community so that they also fully partici-
pate in these chores, we are today doing
so on the IGP’s instructions, but we are
also ready to work together with the com-

munity to do such cleaning work once a
month,” said RPC Kuzaga.

He added that the police are among
institutions that produce waste hence it
is part of their responsibility to partici-
pate in its disposal to them as well.

Mbeya district commissioner, Dr
Rashid Chuachua, who launched the
cleanliness campaign showered praise
on the police for turning up in big num-
bers and called on other public insti-
tutions to emulate police.

He thanked the country’s IGP for issu-
ing the instructions to the police to do

community work in his district.

Dr Chuachus also called on Mbeya
residents to work together with com-
mittees established in their areas for
the supervision of cleanliness in order
to make sure the City of Mbeya becomes
clean city.

“I also call on Mbeya City Councillors
to continue supervise cleanliness pro-
grammes in their areas, as cleanliness
is among their priority for our City, we
have already issued to them the direc-
tives, what is now required is imple-
mentation ”; said DC Chuachua.

Head of waste disposal control for
Mbeya City, Nimrod Kapoloza said the
City Council had abandoned high ex-
penditure in using vehicles to dispose
waste as the procedure was costly.

He said the procedure contributed to
piles of refuse in various areas of the city
due to low disposal capacity, adding that
the challenge was contributed by the
shortage of vehicles for refuse disposal.

He added that after introducing the
new procedure for every ward to de-
pend on itself, the issue of cleanliness
has started to improve.
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Germany offers to return 1,000 human
skulls to former East African colonies

BERLIN

THE Berlin Museum Authority has
announced that it is ready to return
hundreds of human skulls from for-
mer colonies of German in East Africa,
after studying the remains to establish
to which present-day countries they be-
long.

Scientists examined 1,135 skulls at
Berlin’s Museum of Prehistory and Early
History, assigning 904 to areas that are
now part of Rwanda, 202 to Tanzania
and 22 to Kenya.

German East Africa, established in
the 1880s and broken up after the end
of World War Iin 1918, included present-
day Burundi, Rwanda, mainland Tanza-
nia and part of Mozambique.

According to Hermann Parzinger,
president of the Prussian Cultural Her-
itage Foundation, which oversees many
of Berlin’s museums: “We are ready for
immediate restitution and are now wait-
ing for signals from the countries of ori-
gin.”

In a tweet, Parzinger also hailed the
collaboration of Rwandan scholars,
who searched local archives to try and
pinpoint where the remains came from.

Skulls from burial sites and execu-
tions

The vast majority of the skulls origi-
nate from cemeteries and other burial
sites, according to a statement by the
foundation, but some were taken from
executions carried out locally or by Ger-
mans.

The remains were part of a collection

of more than 6,000 skulls assembled
by doctor and anthropologist Felix von
Luschan during German colonial rule.

They were taken over by the Museum
of Prehistory and Early History from
Berlin’s Charité hospital in 2011.

Improper storage had led to some
of the skulls becoming damaged or
mouldy, according to the museum’s
curator, Bernard Heeb, who’s manag-
ing the project to research their prov-
enance.

The first step was to clean and repair
the remains, he said in 2017: “Today, all
of the skulls are stored with the dignity
they deserve.”

The human remains were then exam-
ined and inventoried in a pilot project
that Heeb said he hoped would “serve
as amodel for a general reassessment of
colonial-era collections, not just the col-
lection in Berlin”.

Since 2011 Germany has been return-
ing remains to Namibia of indigenous
Herero and Nama people murdered by
German colonial forces.

In recent years, pressure has grown
to return human remains and artefacts
that were pillaged by European coloni-
alists.

Among the most famous are hun-
dreds of the so-called Benin Bronzes,
which were stolen by British colonial
troops before ending up in museums
across Europe and the United States.

Germany started returning its collec-
tion to Nigeria late last year following an
agreement between Berlin and Abuja.

It's the 40th Diploma class graduation day at the Tabora Ardhi Institute, as found at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Kijazi calls on lands graduates to invest in private sector

By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

THE Ministry for Lands, Housing
and Human Settlements Develop-
ment has said it will continue to
work together with planning, for-
malisation and surveying of land to
make sure they continue to be uti-
lised by experts from the land sec-
tor including new graduates who
are yet to enter into the country’s
formal employment system.

Speaking here at the 40th Gradu-

ation of Tabora Ardhi Institute, the
Ministry’s Permanent Secretary, Dr
Allan Kijazi, said the ministry will
look into the possibility of utilising
some of the graduates in the plan-
ning, surveying and formalising of
land in the grand land formalisa-
tion plan sponsored by the World
Bank that will soon start in 41 local
councils countrywide.

Dr Kijazi also called on the gradu-
ates to understand that the private
sector has a great contribution in

reducing the unemployment chal-
lenge in the country and called on
them to think of establishing com-
panies because the government
has been collaborating with private
companies in various activities.

He added that there are still big
opportunities in the land sector in
the country, and the basic issue is
how the graduates can invent these
opportunities.

He also instructed Tabora Ardhi
Institute to continue providing ad-

vice to students who graduate and
should have a database to identify
where they are even if they are em-
ployed. Responding to issues raised
by students, Dr Kijazi said he will
take up some of the issues to work
on them and give decisions thereon
as soon as possible.

In regard to the shortage of dormi-
tories at the institute, Dr Kijazi called
upon the Institute’s management
to work together with the National
Housing Corporation (NHC) to look

for another area for the construc-
tion of dormitories for students.

Earlier, in his statement, student’s
president, Alphonce Makingi cited
the institutes’ achievements as in-
cluding graduates on short tasks
at the Institute, changing of lands
details from the analogue to digital
system as provided by the Lands
Ministry.

For his part, Prof Henry Mzale, a
member of Tabora Land Institute
Board who represented the Insti-

tute’s Board, told the graduates that
the board will be happy to see the
Institute’s achievements.

He said his Board congratulates
the Institute’s efforts to invest in im-
proving its infrastructures, includ-
ing the construction of classrooms
and the library.

Meanwhile, Prof Mzale welcomed
the graduates to the employment
community and called on them to
abide by professionalism and dis-
cipline.

-

RC instructs govt officials
to hunt for Form I children
who are not yet in school

By Guardian Correspondent, Bukoba

KAGERA regional commissioner Albert
Chalamila has instructed public officials from dis-
trict down to village and street level to hunt from
house to house all children who were selected to
join Form I this year but have so far not reported
to their respective schools.

Addressing reporters in his office at the week-
end, Chalamila said for Kagera Region 59,324
students who were selected to join Form I, only
20,203 reported or 60 per cent of those selected.

“This means 23,730 students, or 40 per cent are
in the streets, all public officials at all levels should
collaborate in going from house to house to make
sure all children who have not reported to school
should do so before January 31, this year,” said RC
Chalamila.

He also said parents who will be found to pre-
vent their children from reporting to school will
face stern legal measures.

He said from now on, district commissioners
are supposed to receive daily reports from heads
of schools showing how many children have re-
ported on any particular day at schools in their
areas, as well as knowing reasons that make other
children fail to report

He also called on heads of schools to receive all
children sent to schools by their parents without
any obstacles, the same for those who will not
have needed school items or contributions.

He cautioned of disciplinary steps against
school heads who will place obstacles on children
who report to their schools.

Angellah Kairuki, Minister of State in the President’s Office (Regional Administration and Local Governments), presents a certificate to the coordinator of the Re-greening Dodoma
Programme from the Tanzania Forest Reserve Agency, Alexander Mboya, at a meeting held in Dodoma city at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

Foundation brings together school-girls, urges them to study hard

By Guardian Reporter

SIXTY young girls who returned to school
after dropping out due to various reasons
were brought together in Dar es Salaam
in a meeting meant to discuss challenges
and encourage the group to study hard and
achieve their intended goals.

The meeting was organised recently by
Flaviana Matata Foundation (FMF) and

held at Turiani secondary school in Dar es
Salaam.

Speaking during the session, TMF direc-
tor Flaviana Matata said that the meeting
was aimed to see how the girls are going
on and discuss various issues as well as en-
courage them to stand on their dreams.

She commended President Samia Suluhu
Hassan for lifting the ban to allow girls to
return to school after dropping out due to

various reasons. Flaviana said the founda-
tion recognises challenges which the girls
are going through especially after dropping
out and coming back to school, that’s why
it was executing an initiative to support the
girls and enable them to stay in school.
“Our aim is to ensure that all who agree
to come to school, are supported and en-
couraged to focus on studies, they should
go out of line but invest time and work to

attain their educational dreams,” she said.

She wanted the young girls to recognise
the value of the government’s decision to
lift the ban and allow pregnant girls to re-
turn to school after giving birth.

Halima Ngodu, one of the girls com-
mended the foundation for bringing the
girls together to discuss various issues and
encourage them to focus on studies.

“We have learnt a lot of things in this

meeting as most of us stayed out of school
for some years, there are a lot of challenges
that we are facing when continuing with
our studies but we have learned how to
overcome them,” she said.

Ngodu, however, called on the govern-
ment to help them with challenges in buses
as most of them are sometimes forced to
pay adult fare due to differences in their
identity cards.
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We need to take up benchmarks to
attain credit expansion for AfCFTA

TOP officials of the African Un-
ion Commission are urging Afri-
can governments to make greater
efforts to facilitate access to capi-
tal and crowd-funding to support
small and medium enterprises in
Africa. The reason is that Africa
needs a benchmark of fiscal and
monetary policy and standards
that create similar conditions
across the zone, so that a number
of multilateral guarantee funds
for small and medium scale firms,
and similar arrangements, work
smoothly. Where such funds dis-
bursed by international organisa-
tions and lending agencies relate
only to the private sector, this
kind of benchmarks is less impor-
tant as such operations are more
selective. But often they entail
government credit guarantees to
work.

Taking note of this issue, Mous-
sa Faki Mahamat, chairman of the
AU commission told a meeting of
the commission, representatives
of regional economic communi-
ties and strategic development
partners lately that investment
incentives and agro-sector sub-
sidies are key to this quest, es-
pecially in relation to making
sufficient use of the African Conti-
nental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA)
mechanism. Most countries are
since 2010 aware of the urgency
of extending subsidies to agricul-
tural production, though not all
experiences were garlanded with
roses.

Malawi had acute political
instability after agro-subsidies
worked and then other sections
of society started to demand for
their special needs to be financed,
or felt ill at ease as some groups
handsomely gained from subsi-
dies or easy agro-sector lending,
marketing.

For those who know something
about fiscal and finally monetary
policy, they realise that the issue
isn’t an excellent environment for
everyone but optimising ability

to make use of big markets. That
means some traditional concerns
are put aside so that the strategic
objectives are cushioned, for in-
stance opening up the grain mar-
ket pushes up the price of cere-
als in local markets, which leads
to political undercurrents about
‘excessive liberalisation.” At the
same time it is the best way to en-
liven or motivate markets, when
openness is irreversible.

So far AfCFTA is generally por-
trayed as an opportunity for vast
markets for the goods we pro-
duce locally, especially when we
have some strategic advantage for
instance in food crops, and even-
tually some strategic products
or services - given the country’s
strategic location. Yet the more
important strategic significance
of AfCFTA is that it creates rights
to trade with others, or for them
to trade with us in ways that box
in the country’s institutions to ac-
cept a market economy anchored
in supranational or international
institutions. Such rules would
not be held hostage by chang-
ing whims or sentiments locally,
whose role is trimmed.

So we need to tidy up financial
sector regulation, including ability
to lay-up and access collateral, as
well as creating residential rights
for those doing business in the
country and entered the country
legally.

We also have the Diaspora we
need to enhance their rights as they
are the most visible private sec-
tor outreach in the world market;
when they feel that the situation is
right to invest in large numbers or
sink large amounts of capital, they
will get partners to come here with
them. Outside that bridge, getting
sizeable investments is hard.

And they also have the reach to
know the world market, regional
markets, technology prices, etc
and would naturally aspire to
AfCFTA size of operations, just lo-
cal super markets, etc.

Experts have a vital role to play on
use of intragastric balloon services

A BIT of excitement is in the
air with the latest push by au-
thorities at the Muhimbili Na-
tional Hospital (MNH) Mlogan-
zila branch that has launched
intragastric balloon services.
This is a medical procedure
where an inflatable medi-
cal device is inserted into the
stomach to eat less and reduce
weight without surgery.

The hospital informs the
public of the service designed
for obese and overweight pa-
tients, where since its launch-
ing, there is an influx of
inquiries, and of those actu-
ally seeking to take it up. So a
treatment camp with the low
output of three patients per
day was put up from Friday to
Monday January 23 to conduct
some insertions.

There were still some loose
ends in the sort of medical
advisory that was coming up
concerning the service, for in-
stance if it isn’t as invasive as
surgery, why just three people
can be served per say, and it is
unclear how many in medical
personnel the patients would
be allocated for the day.

Again there is an issue of
costs as to what the hospital
would be asking from patients
to conduct that sort of inter-
vention, as it is somewhat akin
to cosmetic surgery.

It is similarly unclear what
kind of interviews are con-
ducted with potential patients
to find out those who are suit-
ed for such intervention and

those who would rather just
stay away.

One can be excused to sug-
gest that what hospital au-
thorities were saying amounts
to the idea that anyone can
make use of gastric balloon in-
sertion service, in like manner
as health and state authorities
campaign about vaccination,
that it is safe.

But looking at the matter
closely one sees elements of
self-medication or cosmetic
surgery even when actually
inserted by acknowledged
experts. And since it may not
be freely administered and
has potentially a wide market
among those who have tidy
amounts of cash to spare, their
zeal can be high.

There is a rule in self-medi-
cation or seeking an optional
medical procedure as in this
case, that one has to do careful
reading not just of ‘directions’
(how to use) but pay attention
to ‘counter indications’ (when
not to use such medication). As
this aspect wasn’t coming out
forthrightly from what senior
medical officials at MNH were
saying, it was evident that a
check on the subject for gener-
ally usable on-line medical ad-
visories was appropriate, and
the results weren't especially
surprising. The procedure isn’t
just a simple get in, get out ser-
vice.

The respective experts have
a crucial part to play in ‘selling’
the procedure.
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The people of Africa need relief

By Pauline Muchina and Emira Woods

UNITED States Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen is traveling to
South Africa, Zambia, and Senegal
this week in the hopes of strength-
ening U.S.-Africa relations at a time
of waning U.S. influence on the con-
tinent -- the first in a series of Biden
administration trips announced
at last month’s U.S.-Africa Leaders’
Summit.

As African women leaders work-
ing for peace and climate justice, we
welcome this renewed engagement
with a region that is too often side-
lined. But meetings and photo-ops
are not enough.

If the United States wants the
trust of the African people, we need
more than words. We need tangi-
ble action to materially improve
the lives of communities across the
continent.

There are two steps the Biden ad-
ministration could take today to do
just that: supporting a new issuance
of Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) for
cost-free, debt-free crisis relief, and
providing additional financial sup-
port for the Loss and Damage Fund
agreed to at COP27, the most recent
UN Climate Conference.

Three years since the COVID-19
outbreak, under one-third of Afri-
cans have received a single vaccina-
tion dose. Economic growth in Af-
rica slowed “sharply” in 2022, due
to a worldwide economic slump,
inflation, and an ongoing series of
shocks.

The World Bank is warning of
a “sharp, long-lasting slowdown”
in 2023 that will “hit developing
countries hard.” One-fifth of Africa’s
population faces chronic hunger-
-double the world average--and
the climate crisis is only deepening
these stark statistics.

For perspective: Driven by cli-
mate and conflict, half of Somalia’s
population faces acute food insecu-
rity. Trekking for weeks to refugee
camps for food, many Somalis are
forced to bury starved loved ones in
shallow graves.

Against such challenges, the 2021
issuance of $650 billion in SDRs by
the International Monetary Fund
provided a lifeline for millions of Af-
ricans. SDRs are a reserve asset that
can be issued in times of crisis at no
cost to the U.S. or any other country.
Developing countries can then use
these SDRs to pay debts, stabilize
currencies, or fund critical purchas-
es like vaccines and food supplies.

Since the 2021 issuance, over
100 low- and middle-income coun-
tries have used their SDRs for often
life-saving care for their citizens.
African countries used SDRs more
than any other region, with 47 of 54
African nations using some or all of
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US Secretary of Treasury Janet L. Yellen had earlier met with Senegal’s President and AU Chairperson Macky Sall
during the US - African Leaders Summit in December 2022.

their allocation.

Though last year’s SDR issuance
was impactful, it was not enough.
That’s why African leaders like Af-
rican Union Chair Macky Sall and
finance ministers across the conti-
nent are calling for a new SDR issu-
ance of at least the same size.

The UN Global Crisis Response
Group on Food, Energy, and Fi-
nance; dozens of US lawmakers;
the International Chamber of Com-
merce; and nearly 150 civil society
organizations worldwide also sup-
port the proposal.

Additionally, African countries
must be compensated for the harms
caused by a climate crisis for which
they bear little responsibility. De-
spite having contributed the least
of any continent to greenhouse gas
emissions, Africa remains the most
vulnerable to climate change.

Nineteen million Africans have
been affected by extreme weather
events in 2022 alone, and cyclones
and droughts wrought havoc on
infrastructure, agriculture, and do-
mestic economies.

In the words of the Pan-African
Climate Justice Alliance, “you can-
not set fire on someone’s house
and sell them the fire extinguisher,
or worse still, loan them money to
rebuild it.” The Loss and Damage
Fund will provide climate repara-
tions through financial support to

nations most vulnerable to climate
shocks.

The Fund’s impact, however, will
only be as strong as the world’s
commitment. While nations like
Germany and Belgium have made
symbolic pledges to the fund, cur-
rent contributions fail to address
the existential magnitude of the
crisis. Increased U.S. financial back-
ing will pave the way for additional
support from other high-income
countries.

Naysayers may balk at the cost of
these proposals, or suggest they do
not align with U.S. national inter-
ests. However, a new SDR issuance,
while costing nothing to U.S. taxpay-
ers, would foster global economic-
-and therefore political--stability,
while proving U.S. responsiveness
to African needs.

Following the passage of the
highest-ever Pentagon budget, the
Biden Administration should re-
call their own analysis that climate
change exacerbates global security
challenges.

Instead of paying massive sums
for weapons of war, often in the
name of debunked strategies to
counter terrorism, the U.S. should
invest in measures that address the
root causes of violent conflict in
places like Somalia and the Sahel.

During last month’s U.S.-Africa
Leaderss Summit, 60 organiza-

tions, including Partners In Health,
Africans Rising, and Friends of the
Earth US, called on President Biden
to support these two urgent propos-
als. At the time, he failed to do so.

As Secretary Yellen travels to our
continent, the administration has
another opportunity to move be-
yond rhetoric and toward action to
improve the lives of Africa’s 1.2 bil-
lion people.

Supporting a new SDR issuance
and contributing funding for the
Loss and Damage Fund would go a
long way toward salving the ever-
present economic wounds of colo-
nialism, addressing the climate cri-
sis, and bolstering opportunities for
Africans to chart their own course
in the 21st century and beyond.

Pauline Muchina comes from the
Rift Valley in Kenya, where her fam-
ily still resides. She is the Policy, Ed-
ucation and Advocacy Coordinator
for Africa for the American Friends
Service Committee in Washington,
DC, and the Chair of the COVID-19
Working Group of the Advocacy
Network for Africa.

Emira Woods, originally from Li-
beria, is the Executive Director of
Green Leadership Trust and an am-
bassador for Africans Rising for Jus-
tice, Peace, and Dignity, a network
of African social movements on the
continent and the diaspora.



Monday 23 January 2023

FEATURE/OPINION

wwwwwwwwww

Busy weekend for opposition political
parties after the llftmg of ban on rallies

PPOSITION political

parties swung into

action at the weekend

with rallies and internal
meetings following the lifting of
a six-year ban on such activities
outside election periods.

The man opposition Chadema be-
gan its nationwide rallies on Satur-
day with the first one at Furshisha
grounds in Mwanza city where the
party’s national chairman Freeman
Mbowe addressed members and
supporters.

ACT-Wazalendo, another opposi-
tion outfit, held an internal meeting
in Dar es Salaam which discussed
views gathered from Tanzanians
on the current status and future of
the Government of National Unity
(GNU) in Zanzibar. The party was
the first runner-up in the 2020 Gen-
eral Election and formed the GNU
with CCM in the isles.

The Civic United Front (CUF)
through its national council also
held an internal meeting at the
weekend which dwelt mainly on
how to reform national electoral
body before next elections. Tan-
zania has civic polls next year and
General Election I 2025.

In his speech in Mwanza, Mbowe
hailed President Samia Suluhu Has-
san for lifting the ban on political
activities which was imposed by
her predecessor the late John Magu-
fuli and for initiating reconciliation
talks with opposition parties.

“I stand in front of you and the
world to thank President Samia.
We have had fruitful negotiations,
and we stand here as a result of
such talks. Mama Samia and Mzee
(Abdulrahman) Kinana (CCM vice
chairman—-Mainland) agreed to our
demands; they faced internal oppo-
sition but never gave up,” he said.

The politician said that under

Supporters of the
main opposition
party Chadema
throng Fura-
hisha grounds

in Mwanza city
on Saturday for
the first po-
litical rally since
President Samia
Suluhu Hassan
lifted the ban on
such activities
early this month.
File photo

President Samia, the police force dem-
onstrates professionalism, pleading
for the same to happen at other rallies
because that is what his party fights
for: a peaceful nation where peo-
ple are free to associate and express
themselves.

He said the Head of State has dem-
onstrated that she is interested in uni-
fying the country and has been listen-
ing to and working on issues raised by
other Tanzanians including opposi-
tion parties.

Mbowe used the meeting which
also marked the 30th anniversary of

Chademas full registration as a politi-
cal party to dispel rumours that the
ongoing political dialogue and recon-
ciliation could end up weakening the
opposition. To the contrary, the talks
are meant to strengthen the opposi-
tion, he said.

“We are not going to join them
(CCMO; we will keep on acting as the
main opposition party until we form
the government; our slogan is no hate,
no fear; this will drive us throughout.”

In what some saw as a surprise New
Year gift, President Samia early this
month announced that all registered

political parties were free to conduct
rallies and meetings without being
harassed by authorities.

Speaking at a meeting with political
party leaders at State House Dar es
Salaam, the President directed the po-
lice and other security forces to allow
parties to hold rallies without undue
hassle.

“The government’s responsibility is
to provide sufficient space for such
rallies to be held peacefully regardless
of the party’s political affiliation and
not to try and obstruct them as politi-
cal rallies are constitutionally legal,”

she said.

The decision earned the President
praise from stakeholders within and
outside the country since political
activities are part and parcel of free-
doms of expression and association.

Since taking over following Magufu-
li’s unexpected death in March 2021,
Samia has emerged as a strong advo-
cate of political reform and reconcili-
ation with both the opposition camp
and within her own ruling CCM party,
which she chairs.

As opposed to her predecessor, Sa-
mia wants level playing field by allow-
ing opposition parties to engage with
voters just like her own CCM. And by
meeting opposition leaders and lis-
tening to their views, the President
has demonstrated that she is for the
common good of all Tanzanians.

“When I took up the responsibility
to lead this country, I sensed that my
priority should be to restore unity
and oneness that had gone missing.
I decided that reconciliation was im-
portant so that we Tanzanians could
all start speaking the same language
again,” she said when announcing the
end of restrictions.

“Now let’s go and practise mature
and civilised politics, constructive
and not destructive, and without
breaking any of the laws of our land.”

The ban on political party rallies
was imposed by the late President
Magufuli in 2015 in his first address to
Parliament in Dodoma, saying the pri-
ority was building national economy.

But according to President Samia,
robust democracy and national unity
are important for building a strong
national economy. Democracy is cred-
ited for playing a vital role in the sto-
ry of civilization, helping transform
the world from power structures of
monarchy, empire, and conquest into
popular rule, self-determination, and
peaceful co-existence.

Rare fish species reappear
in the Indian Ocean thanks
to ecological restoration

By Telesphor Magobe

RARE fish species, which had dis-
appeared as a result of dynamite
fishing and other destructive human
activities, have started reappearing
off the coast of Somanga North Vil-
lage, thanks to a local coral reef res-
toration and protection initiative.
Somanga North Village is in Kilwa
District in Lindi, one of Tanzania’s
coastal regions.

Speaking recently on the occasion
of coral reef restoration in Mwamba
Fisi ecosystem, Somanga North Cor-
al Reef Restoration and Protection
Group founder and secretary Said
Chande said coral reef restoration
activity had started producing posi-
tive results, which make them feel a
glow of pride.

Mwamba Fisi ecosystem, which
is a colony of coral reefs, is situated
about 5 kilometres off the coast of
Somanga North Village bay. But for
many years it suffered frequent dy-
namite fishing and other destructive
human activities.

Two University of Dar es Salaam
College of Education (DUCE) Cen-
tre for Social and Political Research
(CSPR) researchers, Dr Almas Mazi-
go and Dr Emiliana Mwita, conduct
participatory research in collabora-
tion with Somanga North Coral Reef
Restoration and Protection Group
(as co-researchers) on coral reef res-
toration and protection in Mwamba
Fisi ecosystem as a pilot project.
This ecosystem, which covers an
area of 1km?, serves as habitat and a
breeding-ground and provides shel-
ter and the primary source of food
for aquatic biodiversity.

“Climate change and destructive
human activities have a detrimental
effect on aquatic biodiversity. Sea
level rise has caused ocean water to
submerge a habitable island and its
occupiers had to relocate to high-
lands. By 2015 there was a high inci-

So, we decided
to embark on
coral reef res-
toration and
protection be-
cause as part
of the fishing
community

we know how
much climate
change and
destructive
human activi-
ties, particu-
larly dynamite
fishing, have
damaged cor-
al reefs.

dence of dynamite fishing off the coast
of Kilwa District, which boarders the In-
dian Ocean. Low fish catches disrupted
the economic activity and earnings of
the fishing community,” he said.

According to Chande, it was only
during the fifth phase government of
the late President John Magufuli (2015-
2020) that dynamite fishing was kept at
bay and now it has disappeared off the
coast of Somanga North Village.

“So, we decided to embark on coral
reef restoration and protection be-
cause as part of the fishing community
we know how much climate change
and destructive human activities, par-
ticularly dynamite fishing, have dam-
aged coral reefs,” he said.

Other destructive human activities
that damage coral reefs include extrac-
tion of lime and stone-like lumps used
as boat anchors from hardened rock-
like coral reef structures.

When asked how they knew coral
reefs, which are underwater ecosys-
tems, had been damaged Chande said
damaged coral reefs produced unpleas-
ant smell and as fishermen it was easier
for them to know which areas were
most affected by dynamite fishing or
other destructive human activities.

Chande was Beach Management Unit
(BMU) Chairperson in Somanga North
Village after BMUs were established
in coastal communities such as Mafia,
Rufiji and Kilwa districts (including in
the Lake Zone) in 2009. The aim was to
fight against fishing malpractices, such
as dynamite fishing, by increasing com-
munity involvement in surveillance and
management of fisheries resources.

He explained that that when the
BMUs were introduced the fishing com-
munity was negative about them as
they were perceived as a subtle way of
selling coastal areas to foreign investors
and sooner rather than later the fishing
community would be barred from en-
tering the Indian Ocean from which it
earned a living.

“Therefore, at the beginning it was

very difficult for BMUs to be accept-
ed, but thanks to awareness raising
the situation eventually changed
and now the attitude towards BMUs
is positive.”

He said as the chairperson of
BMU in the village he played a cru-
cial role in community mobilisation
and awareness raising and in 2020
he started mobilising BMU mem-
bers to form a group that would en-
gage in the restoration and protec-
tion of coral reefs.

Comprising of 20 members (sev-
en men and 13 women), Somanga
North Coral Reef Restoration and
Protection Group on May 12, 2022
transplanted for the first time coral
reefs in Mwamba Fisi ecosystem.

“The efforts we have made as a
group have started producing posi-
tive results. Just to put records right
between May 2022 and January this
year we transplanted a total of 6,918
pieces of coral reef in Mwamba Fisi
ecosystem.

On December 18, 2022 alone we
transplanted 1,440 pieces of coral
reef, on January 7 this year we
transplanted 900 pieces of coral

reef, on January 8 we transplanted
900 other pieces of coral reef and
on January 14 we transplanted 1,065
more pieces of coral reef.”

He explained some members of
their group were notorious for dy-
namite fishing, but had reformed
their ways and worked very hard to
restore and the protect coral reefs
they participated in damaging. He
said since some members were
among the perpetrators of dyna-
mite fishing it was easier for them
to locate areas with damaged coral
reefs and “that is why we decided
to start coral reef restoration with
Mwamba Fisi ecosystem.”

Chande revealed that what they
were doing was their own initiative
for the benefit of their children and
their grandchildren.

He explained that the fishing
community was very aggressive in
the protection of marine resources
and was involved in community
policing as they had formed patrol
teams along and off the coast of
Somanga North Village in collabo-
ration with other villages in the dis-
trict.

To restore coral reefs Somanga
North Coral Reef Restoration and
Protection Group uses small bricks
on which a piece of coral reef is at-
tached and cemented in each of
the three holes made on each small
brick as coral reef holders.

Although this rare technology
was invented by a trainer, Hamis
Basha, from Mtwara Region, the
initiator and champion of coral reef
restoration and protection in So-
manga North Village was Chande.

It was the latter who invited Mr
Basha to the village to train group
members after Chande had met
him and talked to him about coral
reef restoration and protection a
few years ago. Mr Basha had attend-
ed a coral reef training workshop in
Kunduchi, Dar es Salaam, in 1994,
but kept it to himself until he met
Chande.

If you visit Somanga North Vil-
lage bay during low tide you will
view a stretch of sand and sparse
mangroves, but during high tide it
floods with ocean water. This is one
of the effects of climate change (sea
level rise).
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US installs new nukes in Europe, as

destructive as 83 Hi

By Baher Kamal

S if the 100 billion dollars
that the United States has
so far provided to Ukraine
in both weapons and aid
were not enough, the US has now start-
ed to install in Europe its brand new,
more destructive nuclear warheads.

The US 100 billion dollars are to
be added to all the weapons and aid
that 40 Washington’s ‘allies’ -Europe
in particular- have been sending to
Ukraine since it was invaded by Russia
in February 2022.

The US spending on the Ukrainian
war in less than a year amounts to the
desperately needed funding that the
United Nations require to partially al-
leviate some of the horrifying suffer-
ing of over one billion human beings
over two long years.

In a further escalation, the United
States began in December 2022 to ship
new nuclear warheads to Europe: “the
B61-12 warhead is a more advanced
warhead from the ones currently de-
ployed in Belgium, Germany, Italy, the
Netherlands and Turkey,” according to
the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN).

Boeing designed the bomb’s new
guided-tail kit, giving it additional
manoeuvrability and the appearance
of more precision.But, it’s a nuclear
weapon, and has different yields, from
0.3kt to 50kt, ICAN reports.

Much more destructive

“These bombs can detonate beneath
the Earth’s surface, increasing their
destructiveness against underground
targets to the equivalent of a surface-
burst weapon with a yield of 1,250 kil-
otons--the equivalent of 83 Hiroshima
bombs.”

Even if the bombs are American and
the US retains launch authority, they
would most likely be dropped by Eu-
ropeans. If the US decides to use its
nuclear weapons located in Germany,

War damage
in Borodi-
anka, Kyiv
Oblast. Photo:
Oleksandr
Ratushniak /
UNDP Ukraine

the warheads are loaded onto German
planes and a German pilot drops them,
ICAN further explains.

This Geneva-based coalition of 652
non-governmental partner organisa-
tions in 107 countries, promoting ad-
herence to and implementation of the
UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nucle-
ar Weapons, received the 2017 Nobel
Peace Prize.

The ‘brutal struggle for power’

The production, testing, and use of
nukes is one of the reasons why the big-
gest powers are now pushing the world
into the abyss of lawlessness. In fact,
the UN chief has once more sounded
the alarm bell.

b-

“From illegally developing nuclear
weapons to non-sanctioned use of
force, States continue to flout interna-
tional law with impunity”, said the UN
Secretary-General, Antonio Guterres.

The rule of law stands between
peace and ‘brutal struggle for power,
he warned in his 12 January message
to the UN Security Council - where five
countries: US, Russia, China, UK and
France- hold a self attributed authority
to override the well of over 190 states,
members of the UN.

‘Grave risk’ of lawlessness

The UN chief painted a grim picture
of civilians around the world suffer-
ing from devastating conflicts, rising

roshima

poverty, and surging hunger, warning
that “we are at grave risk of the Rule of
Lawlessness”.

The rule of law “protects the vulner-
able; prevents discrimination; bolsters
trust in institutions; supports inclusive
economies and societies; and is the
first line of defence against atrocity
crimes.”

Guterres cited Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine; unlawful killings of both Pal-
estinians and Israelis; gender-based
apartheid in Afghanistan; the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea’s un-
lawful nuclear weapons programme;
violence and severe human rights vio-
lations in Myanmar; and a deep institu-
tional crisis in Haiti.

bombs

Meanwhile, the world is falling apart,
witnessing an “ongoing collision of cri-
ses for which traditional response and
recovery are not enough,” warns the
UN Development Programme (UNDP).

“Our future is at stake, as wars, epi-
demics, the climate emergency and
economic upheaval leave almost no
country untouched.

From the war in Ukraine that sparked
a global cost of living crisis to the cli-
mate emergency, the floods in Pakistan,
the global pandemic, hunger in the
Horn of Africa, to the crisis in Yemen —
we face never before seen challenges to
our future, adds UNDP.

Developing economies accounting
for more than half of the world’s poor-
est people need urgent debt relief as a
result of “cascading global crises. With-
out action, poverty will spiral and des-
perately needed investments in climate
adaptation and mitigation will not hap-

”»

pen.

Also meanwhile, millions of chil-
dren under armed conflicts

The UN Children Fund (UNICEF) re-
ports that more than 400 million chil-
dren live in areas under conflict; an es-
timated 1 billion children - nearly half
the world’s children - live in countries at
extreme vulnerability to the impacts of
climate change...

And at least 36.5 million children have
been displaced from their homes; and 8
million children under age 5 across 15
crisis-hit countries are at risk of death
from severe wasting.

Today, there are more children in
need of humanitarian assistance than at
any other time since the Second World
War. Across the globe, “children are fac-
ing a historic confluence of crises - from
conflict and displacement to infectious
disease outbreaks and soaring rates of
malnutrition.”

UNICEF has appealed for 10.3 billion
US dollars to reach more than 110 million
children with humanitarian assistance
across 155 countries and territories.

The journalist stranded in Europe’s ‘Guantanamo’

By Karlos Zurutuza

IT’S 23 hours a day in a cell
without natural light and just one
to walk around in a 7x4-metre
courtyard. For Pablo Gonzilez,
an independent Spanish-Russian
journalist, it’s been almost a year
spent in solitary confinement in
Poland.

Gonzalez was arrested on the
night of February 27th in Prze-
mysl, a Polish city bordering
Ukraine. A journalist specializ-
ing in the post-Soviet space, the
reporter had worked in Ukraine
several times and he was plan-
ning to cross the border to cover
the Russian invasion of the coun-
try launched a few days before.

Three days after his arrest, the
Polish government released a
statement that the Internal Secu-
rity Agency (ABW) had arrested
Gonzalez “on suspicion of having
carried out operations for the
benefit of Russia, taking advan-
tage of his status as a journalist.”

“They said they had ‘irrefuta-
ble proof’ that he is a spy, but no
one has yet seen it. The secrecy
around it is overwhelming,” Oi-
hana Goiriena, Gonzalez’s part-
ner, told IPS from her residence
in Nabarniz, in Spain’s Basque
Country.

Following the latest three-
month extension granted by the
court handling the case, Polish
authorities still have not made
public the evidence they claim
to have against the journalist.
His lawyers in Poland are not
allowed to speak publicly about
the case, there is no date for the
trial and not even a formal accu-
sation against Gonzalez.

“He has lost a lot of weight,
but the worst thing for him is be-
ing in solitary confinement, not
being able to talk to anyone all
day,” explains 47-year-old Goir-
iena. She was able to visit him on
November 21 of last year. A Pol-
ish security agent supervised the
reunion, for which Goiriena trav-
elled to Poland.
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Pablo Gonzalez during a previous trip to Ukraine. Credit: Juan Teixeira/IPS

Gonzdlez is prevented from
making telephone calls and has
to rely on letters to communicate
with the outside world. The letters
need to be translated and filtered
by Polish security first, however,
and replies can take four months.
“Two for the letters to reach him
and another two to receive his,”
says Goiriena. As for her three
children, “they have not seen their
father in all this time.”

Goiriena describes the Span-
ish Government’s response to the
case as “tepid.”

“So far we have only had contact
with the Spanish consul in War-
saw, no one else has reassured us
or shared any hints,” she says.

The reason Gonzalez has been
dragged to the Polish cell remains
vague, she says. Goiriena believes
her partner’s two passports, Rus-
sian and Spanish, set off alarm
bells in Warsaw.

The son of a Russian and the
grandson of an exile from the
Spanish Civil War, Pablo Gonzailez
was born in Moscow in 1982 as Pav-
el Rubtsov. When his parents split
eight years later, the child was left
in the custody of his mother -the
granddaughter of another Spanish
exile- who returned to Spain and
registered her school-age son as
Pablo, the Spanish translation of
Pavel, and under her last name,
Gonzalez.

Alternatively, Goiriena says her
partner’s reporting might have
also caught Polish officials’ at-
tention. “Pablo had previously
worked a lot in Poland, covering
stories such as the anti-govern-
ment protests, the threats faced
by the LGTBI community or the
migratory crisis on the Belarusian
border, where people were left to
die in the cold in the “no man’s”
land between both countries,” she

T
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says..

“He is an ‘uncomfortable’ jour-
nalist,” for Polish officials, she
says. “I think they went too far and
now they don’t know how to get
out of this.”

Administrative silence

A Polish lawyer was hired in
April 2022, and Goiriena sought
advice from a criminal justice
panel in the country last October.
Gonzalez’s primary lawyer since
he was arrested, though, has been
Gonzalo Boye.

A Chilean based in Spain for
over three decades, Boye is an
expert in European International
Law who has been involved in
several high-profile cases includ-
ing the March 11, 2004 jihadist
bombing of Madrid’s Atocha train
station, and Edward Snowden s
whistleblower case, among oth-
ers.

Speaking to IPS by phone from
Madrid, he said Gonzalez’s arrest
is “unprecedented” within the Eu-
ropean Union. “It is an unsustain-
able case, one of those in which
someone is arrested and later in-
vestigated.” Boye has not yet been
allowed to visit his client.

“Neither Brussels nor Madrid
have lifted a finger, their only an-
swer so far has been silence,” says
Boye. Claiming institutional indif-
ference to what he describes as “a
kind of Guantanamo within the
European Union,” he has already
forwarded a protection request to
the UN Working Group on Arbi-
trary Detentions.

“Europe has sided squarely with
Ukraine, and Poland is key in the
conflict. Pablo Gonzalez is just an-
other victim of that war,” argues
Boye, in an attempt to find a logic
to Gonzdlez s arrest in Poland.

Alongside a platform that strug-
gles to make the case visible, sev-
eral personalities and profession-
als in communication and law
have requested Spain’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of Spain for greater
involvement in its resolution.

In a reply to repeated efforts at
contact from IPS, Spain’s Ministry
of External Affairs stated by email
that Spain’s embassy in Warsaw “is
up to date on the case and follow-
ing it closely.”

The statement says Gonzilez
has been offered an opportunity
for consular assistance, and re-
ceived seven visits, with “the next
expected soon.”

“At all times, the need to respect
their rights has been stressed to
Polish authorities. In addition,
efforts have been made at differ-
ent levels in relation to his case,
conveying the same message,” the
ministry said, in its statement.

The damages

The war in Ukraine has turned
Poland into a main hub for sup-
plies of all sorts in Ukraine - from
basic food items to hit-tech weap-
onry -, as well as the main exit
point for millions of refugees flee-

ing the war. It is the focal country
in a conflict whose consequences
are felt globally.

Poland’s role in the conflict,
however, has not prevented the
progressive deterioration of its de-
mocracy.

In its 2022 report, the US NGO
Freedom House claimed that Po-
land had the fastest decline in de-
mocracy among the 29 countries
in Central and Eastern Europe and
Central Asia monitored by the or-
ganization.

“I don’t recall a case similar to
that of Pablo Gonzalez in the Euro-
pean Union,” Alfonso Bauluz, the
president of Reporters Without
Borders in Spain told IPS over the
phone from Madrid.

While he pointed to the “compli-
cated scenario” posed by the war
in Ukraine, he also highlighted
that Poland is “one of those EU
countries that have toughened
measures against plurality of in-
formation.”

“For Poland, it"s already been
eight years of consecutive decline
in the World’s Press Freedom In-
dex we release at RSF,” stresses
Bauluz. The eastern European
country ranks 66th (just behind
Cyprus, Mauritius and Montene-
gro) on a list of 180 countries.

On January 10, RSF Spain called
again for the “end of the prison cru-
elty inflicted on Pablo Gonzalez,”
that his presumption of innocence
be respected and that “all the guar-
antees for a fair trial” are met.

“All T want is a trial as soon as
possible, either public or private,
but as soon as possible,” says Oiha-
na Goiriena. Although the journal-
ist’s partner is confident that his
innocence will finally be proven
and he will be released, she also
stresses that the damage has al-
ready been done:

“In a few weeks, he will have
served a year in prison. In addi-
tion, paying lawyers and costs has
put us in debt for a long time, not
to mention the professional dam-
age it entails for a journalist spe-
cializing in the post-Soviet space”.
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‘Reforms essential
for women also to
excel in economic
development with
enhanced vigour’

By Correspondent Carlos Banda

GENDER activists have suggested the need for pol-
icies and procedures reformation to access financial
resources as a move to relieve women of poverty.

In separate interviews, some of the activists not-
ed that women are actively engaged in productive
sectors but once they want to boost their economic
activities they are denied to get support from finan-
cial institutions because of lacking collateral as the
house they live in is owned by men.

“This I think is very wrong, so I would suggest that
women need to have their own arrangement so that
they easily access loans and polish up their business
undertakings,” said Najma Hussein Haji, the Execu-
tive Director of Zanzibar Women Chamber of Com-
merce.

Najma, who is also a member of the Generation
Equality Forum Advisory Committee, said that wom-
en contribute significantly to the national economy.

She cited women and youth who make up a large
portion of the micro-economic sector achieve little
or no progress in entrepreneurial activities due to
the fact that, the present financial services and in-
stitutions do not provide a friendly environment for
women to excel.

“This includes access to loans and financial aid
which demands women to have collateral in terms
of immovable assets like land, hence resulting in
women’s failure to access funds and services in or-
der to expand their capital and business,” she said.

The activist noted that in the cultural aspect,
movements that are channeled into helping women
economically have been viewed as a threat to male
dominance.

A point, she has stated is a result of the misrep-
resentation and misinterpretation of what women’s
empowerment is all about, and pointing out that
the use of the word ‘Gender’ is not sided to women
alone, but it’s a reference to all sexes, male and fe-
male.

“Thus, as a result, women in communities have
been forced to remain home with no means to
generate income but rather depend solely on their
spouses as the key breadwinners.

In the likelihood when disaster strikes and the
husband dies, the woman and her family become
vulnerable to losing their inheritance to the hus-
band’s relatives and become financially crippled
and homeless.”

Dr Monica Magoke-Mhoja, Outreach Director -Af-
rica Landesa (Member of the National Advisory and
Coordinating Committee on GEF) outlined that,
Land is foundational to the human rights to housing,
food, livelihood, a clean and healthy environment,
cultural participation, and even to life; and land
rights determine how women, girls, boys and men
access, own, control, and bequeath land and other
natural resources.

“Progressive and comprehensive land rights help
women break the cycle of poverty and improve not
only their own lives, but those of their families and
communities. The benefits of women’s land rights
multiply in crucial ways both at home and in com-
munities — when women have secure rights to land,
spending on children’s education, land production
and household nutrition increase,” she said.

Land serves as a foundation for security, shelter,
income and potential gender equitable livelihoods.
However, land rights are not equitably distributed to
all-and this is especially true for women in Tanza-
nia.

Patriarchal land ownership systems in Tanzania
can mean that women are often dependent on men
for access to land. Tanzania has ratified internation-
al treaties such as the Convention on the Elimina-
tion of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW), and introduced national laws seeking to
address gender inequalities, but the prevailing cus-
toms are often discriminatory along gender lines,”
she added.

Dr Monica stated that the already existing inter-
ventions should be continuous around awareness
rising through usage of all available media chan-
nels on the land-related gender inequalities so as
to have ongoing engagement, target and reach a
range of stakeholders in order to spearhead cul-
tural change.

She believes by doing so, a changed culture can
help women have the required support to assert
their rights as well as build on from prevailing cus-
toms that will help identify new opportunities to
respond to new pressures on access to land as a re-
source, plus, create laws on equal rights to develop
gender sensitive interventions.

Hassan Hamisi Juma, Executive Director of the As-
sociation of Non-Government Organizations in Zan-
zibar (ANGOZA) also stated that there are already
initiatives that are geared to help women gain access
to land ownership.

He however said the problem is that most individ-
uals fail to observe this economic right for women
and therefore the perpetrators get away without be-
ing held accountable.

The fact that such laws and regulations to protect
women’s rights are not observed is a major hin-
drance to realizing gender equality and the reforms
that intend to help more women have access to and
control of resources.
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Shule Bora programme supports
provision of inclusive edu
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By Correspondent Devota
Mwachang’a, Mpanda

HULE Bora pro-

gramme, an initiative

that supports the

provision of inclu-
sive education the priority be-
ing for girls and children with
special needs and those living
in vulnerable environments,
has started to produce positive
outcomes in the beneficiary
regions of Tanga, Coast , Mara,
Simiyu, Singida, Dodoma, Kigo-
ma, Rukwa and Katavi

The seven-year (2021-2027)
UK Aid funded government-led
education support programme
at a cost of £89 million (271bn/-
), is aimed to reach at least four
million school children across
the country, improving sys-
tems and the environment to
facilitate quality learning for
all children.

The programme receives
technical assistance from Cam-
bridge Education Tanzania in
partnership with ADD inter-
national, International Rescue
Committee and Plan Interna-
tional.
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Raymond Kanyambo, pro-
gramme communication man-
ager from Cambridge Edu-
cation said the programme
which was launched in 2021
intends to scale up the level of
inclusiveness education by cre-
ating good and safe learning
environments for all girls and
boys in public schools by giv-
ing priority and conducive en-
vironments to girls and those
with special needs.

He was speaking during the
meeting with media practi-
tioners to further inform them
more on programme progress
and outcomes. The meeting
was held recently in Kasulu
District, Kigoma Region and
Mpanda and Katavi in Katavi
Region.

He said: “The implementa-
tion of this programme in-
cludes supporting government
efforts in identifying and as-
sessing children with special
needs and teaching children
suffering autism in nine re-
gions which face many edu-
cation challenges as cited by
the government. It is operated
under the Ministry of Educa-

tion, Science and Technology
Regional Administrative and
Local Governments.”

Kanyambo said that the pro-
gramme implements its plans
on inclusiveness as directed
through education guidelines
issued by the government for
children with special needs,
but also to support market-
centres for children with spe-
cial needs.

“We are working to train
teachers on how to identify
children with special needs
both invisible and visible ones,
this will involve taking sus-
pected children to the spotted
health facilities for major in-
vestigation, for instance those
children who seem to be too
meeker or too wilfulness while
at class room they both might
be facing health problem, they
should be taken for medical
check-ups, and once diagnosed
with medical challenges will be
treated accordingly,” he clari-
fied.

Kigoma regional academic
officer, David Mwamalasi elab-
orated that inclusive education
is the one that doesn’t leave

any children behind bringing
together girls, boys and chil-
dren with special needs to fulfil
their education dreams.

“We came up with a solution
to rescue the school girls by
building hostels for them, the
idea was to comfort at least 150
girls who lived at the hostels,
they were safe and completed
Standard Seven last year. Apart
from government efforts to
build hostels there are some
corporations which in one way
or another are doing the best
in ensuring safety to our girls
by providing them with differ-
ent Aida including bicycles,”
Mwamalasi said.

Kigoma assistant adminis-
trative secretary (education),
Paulina Ndigeza revealed that

there are insufficient infra-
structures for children with
special needs.

“We have requested for spe-
cial secondary schools, and
the government has already
helped to cushion the chal-
lenge by starting construction
of the school for children with
special needs after completing
their primary education,” Ndi-

cation

geza added.

Katavi regional special
needs education officer, Anna
Sawasawa said that there is still
a poor response in bringing
children with special needs to
school, something which they
are putting much effort into
educating the public.

“We are identifying children
with special needs by visiting
one house to another, and at
least 10 children have been
found and enrolled in primary
school this year, but due to our
plans the number will be in-
creased,” Sawasawa said.

Community  development
officer in Katavi Region, Anna
Shumbi said that there are
some parents who have been
forcing them to go for do-
mestic activities like livestock
keeping, farming and mining
instead of sending them to
school.

Fred Kibano from the Infor-
mation and Communication
unit, President Office, Regional
Administrative and Local Gov-
ernment called upon media
practitioners to increase ef-
forts and put more efforts in
reporting on the importance
of education and various pro-
grammes working to improve
the quality of education.

‘Shule Bora® programme
is focused on four outcomes
which are inclusion where
every child can access Schools
that are safe and appropriate
for their learning needs, espe-
cially girls, children with dis-
abilities and those living in de-
prived areas; Learning where
all children are developing
necessary skills and knowl-
edge, so they can progress to
secondary education).

Others are teaching where
the school workforce is
strengthened and teachers
can deliver effective lessons,
including all children and pro-
ductive learning environments
and systems where the govern-
ment is supported to strength-
en education service delivery
systems and achieve better
value for money at school, lo-
cal government, and national
levels.

NAIROBI

drive by the Kenyan

government to kill up to 6

million red-billed queleas

birds that have invaded farms
will have unintended consequences for
raptors and other wild species, experts
have warned.

The continuing drought in the Horn
of Africa has reduced the amount of na-
tive grass, whose seeds are queleas’ main
food source, causing the birds to increas-
ingly invade grain fields, putting 2,000
acres (800 hectares) of rice under threat.
About 300 acres of rice fields have been
destroyed by the birds.

A single quelea can eat up to 10 grams
of grain a day, according to the Food and
Agricultural Organisation (FAO). Farmers
in western Kenya stand to lose close to
60 tonnes of grain to the birds. In 2021,
the FAO estimated crop losses attribut-
able to the birds amounted to $50m
(£40m) annually.

The spraying of fenthion, an organo-
phosphate pesticide, has been the meth-
od of choice in fighting the pests in Afri-
ca, but the chemical has been described
by researchers as “toxic to humans and
to other non-target organisms”.

“Fenthion can therefore injure or kill
indiscriminately, with consequent ad-
verse effects on non-target organisms,”
the researchers concluded.

Paul Gacheru, species and sites man-
ager at Nature Kenya, a local affiliate to
BirdLife International, said the method
used to control quelea should be well-
informed since “widespread use of non-
target species avicides can result in en-
vironmental contamination and mass
deaths of other birds and animals”.

“Often, there is poor post-spraying site
management, thus increasing the risk of
poison-related wildlife deaths, especially
among scavenging animals - hence the
need to enhance education and aware-
ness on quelea control,” he said.

With an estimated breeding popula-
tion in Africa of 1.5 billion birds, ornithol-
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Kenya declares war
on millions of birds
after they raid crops

ogists say there are neither enough birds
of prey to wipe out vast quelea colonies
nor effective, environmentally friendly
solutions.

Simon Thomsett, a director at Kenya
Bird of Prey Trust, said the culture of
guaranteeing human food security above
all else would be amplified “due to what
we now perceive to be a probability, ow-
ing to climate change, as open grasslands
that were quelea feeding grounds quick-

ly turn into farmlands”.

In wheat-growing parts of Kenya,
Thomsett added, farmers have sprayed
any species of birds deemed to be a
threat to farms, “yet some of the birds
are there to feed on insects that feed on
their wheat”.

But it is the effect the pesticide may
have on the few remaining raptors that
worries him most. “Those on the raptor
conservation side of the fence are greatly

alarmed at the spraying. Today, all
raptors [in Kenya] are endangered.
In any case, how effective has the
spraying been in the last 60 to 70
years?”

The FAO and the United Nations
Environment Programme jointly
administer the Rotterdam conven-
tion, whose aims include reducing
risks from hazardous chemicals in
agriculture. They have been con-
sidering listing fenthion in Annex
III of the treaty, a list of pesticides
and industrial chemicals banned or
severely restricted on environmen-
tal or health grounds.

A report prepared by Robert
A Cheke from the University of
Greenwich and which was used as
a working document in a 2017 FAO
workshop in Sudan recommended
alternatives to the use of the chemi-
cal, including a forecast and control
planning method.

“If the efficiency of control opera-
tions could be improved, then the
quantities of fenthion used could
be reduced. One way of improving
the efficiency of control strategies
is to detect the presence of suitable
quelea breeding areas by satellite
imagery ... or to forecast where the
birds are likely to breed,” the report
said.

It added: “Given that the birds’
migrations and breeding opportu-
nities are determined by patterns
of rainfall, it is possible to devise
forecasting systems to predict
where the birds are likely to breed
and, thus, to concentrate activities
in search of the colonies to areas
where the birds are likely to be.”

Quelea invasion frequently oc-
curs in many African countries.
Six months ago, the FAO released
$500,000 to the government of Tan-
zania to support pesticide spraying,
surveillance and capacity-building
after 21 million quelea invaded rice,
sorghum, millet and wheat fields.
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By Don Pinnock

HEY left at dawn in

two boats on a low-sky

Monday, heading for the

warm blue waters of the
South Atlantic. Thunderstorms
were predicted, but water was
their medium so this was of no
concern to them.

They will most likely spend
Christmas in the great Indian
Ocean gyre skirting Antarctica.
Our season of Christian goodwill
will not match their joy as they
swim free again. Their traditions
are far older than ours.

Their human-given names were
Kijani, Turbo, Basil and Juniper -
three green turtles and a hawks-
bill that had been recovering at
the Two Oceans Aquarium Foun-
dation in Cape Town. How they
name themselves, if they do, we
cannot know. They are strangely
silent creatures.

Also into the heaving sea 45
nautical miles south of Hout Bay
went 65 loggerhead hatchlings,
each taken from their container
and lovingly slipped into the wa-
ter.

Their future is not assured. “It’s
always a terrifying thrill to release
our turtles because humans have
made their home unsafe,” said
Talitha Noble, Two Oceans Aquar-
ium Foundation’s conservation
manager, as we loaded the ani-
mals on board.

A few of their carers were wet-
eyed as they bade them farewell.
Plastic is their nemesis and most
species are endangered. We do
them great wrong.

Each turtle had their story of
stranding or hurt that landed
them in rehab at Two Oceans. The
hawksbill, Juniper, was rescued in
Mossel Bay suffering from pneu-
monia, but quickly recovered. Ki-

he final interview as a turtle is released into the ocean. The conservation work of the Two Oceans Aquarium Foundation includes rehabilita-
tion efforts that contribute to the conservation of five of the seven turtle species. (Photo: Sacha Specker)

The trials, tribulations and
joys of turtle liberation work

jani, a green turtle found on the
beach at Paternoster, also had
pneumonia and Turbo came on-
shore at De Hoop Nature Reserve
suffering from a neck abscess.

All were badly underweight,
having eaten plastic, and were
treated and fed a nutritious blend
of gelatine, vegetables, shellfish,
fish and supplements.

The ocean gyres
The hatchlings would have
emerged from eggs on the beach-

es of northern KwaZulu-Natal in
December 2021 or January this
year. Once they emerge, they're
driven by an urge to survive that
promotes a dash to the sea and
a frantic, continuous four or five
days of swimming from which
nothing will deter them. They in-
stinctively head for the blue of the
Agulhas Current, then drift south.

However, near Struis Bay, the
current doubles back on itself,
heading north. Some turtles are
spat out into colder Cape waters

and beach as they go into shock
and hypothermia. They’re found
by members of the public and
handed to the aquarium. This year
there were 157 such strandings.
Until recently, nobody knew
where they went and how they re-
turned to the same beaches many
years later. But knowledge of
ocean gyres, together with radio
tagging of turtles, have revealed a
story of extreme travel. They ride
the world’s ceaseless ocean cur-
rents, pulses of water that flow

to the heartbeat of sun, moon
and sea, Earth and the rotation of
nights and days. They are truly pe-
lagic and the world is their oyster.
They’re thought to make course
changes by the stars and an inter-
nal magnetic GPS system.
Currents are formed when
the continents on our spinning
planet push against the inertia of
the oceans, damming them along
their eastern shores, raising levels
and forcing the seas to flow north
or south to regain gravitational

equilibrium.

This results in the movement
of prodigious amounts of water,
which everlastingly circle in five
massive oceanic gyres. Add to this
the gravitational pull of the moon
and coriolis winds and you have
ocean currents.

Huge vortices are spun off the
Agulhas and find their way into
the main gyre circulating in the
southern Indian Ocean. This mass
of water slowly spins, moving east-
wards and then up past the west
coast of Australia and back to-
wards Africa in the South Equato-
rial Current.

The harm we do them

Sadly, turtles have been mas-
sively exploited for hundreds of
years and regularly graced the
tables of both sailors and the
wealthy classes as meat or soup.
Until recently, the Lord Mayor’s
annual banquet in London served
green turtle soup. In the US you
could buy turtle burgers.

Green turtle oil was once a key
ingredient in women’s toiletries,
creams and balms. Hawksbill shell
has been highly valued since the
time of Cleopatra. But turtles’
main enemy these days is the plas-
tic we chuck in the ocean, much of
it from ships.

Turtles are opportunistic feed-
ers and will eat anything that
looks edible. High on their menu
are marine greens like sea grasses,
as well as bluebottles and other
jellyfish as they are impervious
to stings. In pursuit of food, they
have been recorded in dives of
well over a kilometre deep.

Unfortunately, it all looks very
similar to plastic bags and other
human-made junk. Juniper had a
plastic bag in her stomach when
she was brought, in and she was
starving.

By Chris Marais

IN the summer of 2009, I came
to Norval’s Pont to see the long-
est bar counter in the Northern
Cape. Within the space of five
minutes and one double Jame-
son, I was more interested in Da-
vid Kramer’s electric guitar and
the smoking crocodile under the
old dial-up telephone than any-
thing else.

I also liked the bumper stickers
around the Glasgow Pont Hotel.
The first one read: “Where the
$#%# is Norval's Pont?”

The second: “Norval’s Pont: Not
as Kak as You Think”.

I made myself dizzy — and a lit-
tle sad — walking around the pub,
reading the signs, looking at the
old pictures of the Gariep Dam
(then called Hendrik Verwoerd
Dam) and the tintypes of the con-
centration camps where so many
Boer women and children died.

Even the Going Nowhere Slow-
ly TV crew had clearly been here
and left their party graffiti: “Don’t
fall off the wagon. Fall off the
Pont.” — Viv Vermaak.

“All three-headed policemen
are invisible.” — Ian Roberts.

Going Nowhere Slowly once
had a bit of a cult following as it
covered the rambling progress
of a band of off-beat travellers
roaming South Africa in a 1966
Chevrolet Impala that went by
the name of Chilli Pepper.

Was this David Kramer’s
old guitar?

Hotel owner Rod McGregor
Mann arrived: shoulder-length
grey hair, piercing eyes and lots
of confidence; about the blue
Gallo electric guitar behind the
counter, he says: “I found it in
Edenburg on a farm, in its case
but covered with crap. This is ac-
tually David Kramer’s old guitar,
last used when he played dur-
ing his Budgie and the Jets era in
1982.”

McGregor Mann said he got
hold of Kramer, who couldn’t be-
lieve he had found it. How much
did he want for it? Nothing, re-
plied McGregor Mann. Just come
and get it and play a few songs. I
finished my lunch, swigged back
my drink and left — that’s the last
I saw of Rod McGregor Mann and
the Glasgow Pont Hotel. I often
wonder if Kramer ever made it
out here. I sometimes also think
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about that smoking crocodile. But
when it comes to Norval’s Pont, I
mostly think about an enterpris-
ing Scot and his two brothers who
came to these frontier lands to
make combs and hats.

The enterprising Norvals

Fresh out of Glasgow in 1848,
James Norval bought a farm called
Dapperfontein on the south banks
of the Orange River from one
Petrus Brits and, instead of em-
barking exclusively on the normal
agricultural practices of the dis-
trict, went out looking for tortoise
shells in the veld.

Somehow he and his kin had dis-
covered that this part of the Karoo
was well populated by the leopard
and the berg varieties of tortoise —
back then, combs were fashioned
from tortoiseshell.

Having cornered the local market
for combs and wide-brimmed hats,
the Norvals did not stoep-sit and
dream for long. They soon became
part of the mega-sweep of southern
African history as the interior of
the country lit up with discoveries
of gold and diamonds.

Everyone, it seems, from pros-
pectors to soldiers to salesmen and
many more souls, wanted to cross
the mighty Orange in their wagons
and head north. Apparently, the
idea of a pont across the Orange
came to the Norvals via the Brit-
ish Army commander Harry Smith,
who moved his troops across in in-

The Norval’s Pont bridge was rebuilt in 1904 after being blow
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flatable rubber boats at the height
of flood season.

Once the military crossing had
been made, James Norval acquired
the inflatables and went into busi-
ness ferrying travellers across the
river. Shortly after the rubber per-
ished in the Karoo sun, a perma-
nent wood and cable crossing was
built and the spot became known
as Norval’s Pont. For one pound,
everyone, wagon and oxen includ-
ed, was safely ferried over into the
Orange Free State.

In the meantime, the Norvals had
also set up a bar with some over-
night rooms and, in honour of their
roots and new money-spinning line
of work, named it the Glasgow Pont
Hotel. A hardy little sheep farm
had now been transformed into a
thriving village that hummed with
north-south-north traffic, mainly
drawn by beasts of some descrip-
tion.

The kit-form British bridge

Then along came the railways,
and by 1890 a bridge spanned the
Orange and steam locomotives
were chugging across it. The 500m-
long marvel of steel and concrete
arrived in kit form from “the work-
shop of the world”, England, and
was assembled on site.

Ten years later, retreating Boer
forces paid this massive bridge little
respect when they dynamited it. In
no time, however, British sappers
set up a pontoon bridge at Norval’s

n up by retreating Boer forces. Image: Chris Marais

Pont and carried on operations.
Long after the end of hostilities in
1904, a sturdy railway bridge was
built at this spot across the Orange.

After my bar lunch and the Jame-
son that accompanied it, I found
myself at Norval's Pont Concen-
tration Camp Cemetery in that
late-afternoon light that brings on
a wave of sadness in baboons and
those who drink whiskey too early
in the day; experts call it Hesperian
Melancholia.

Norval’s Pont Concentration
Camp

The sign itself was enough. Even
though Boer rights campaigner
Emily Hobhouse classed Norval’s
Pont as having “the best woman-
camp” of them all, complete with
school for 500, fountain-fed water
source and an initial abundance of
fresh vegetables, conditions soon
became dire as the camp filled and
supplies dwindled.

In the case of the South African
War, the concentration camps were
established to cut Boer guerilla
fighters’ supply lines by removing
their women and children from
their farms — which they mostly
then burnt to the ground. It was
part of Lord Kitchener’s plan to
end the ebb and flow of battle in
the South African hinterland. The
Brits held the major cities, but the
platteland was another story.

Another segment of the Kitch-
ener Plan was to establish nearly

Vyhe legends shi

8,000 blockhouse fortifications
running right across South Africa
and along the major rail routes.
These would be manned and the
spaces between them patrolled.

Military life in a blockhouse

The standard Orange River block-
houses were three storeys high, of
dressed stone and low-pitch corru-
gated iron roofs. Steel firing boxes
jutted out from the sides, water was
stored on the ground floor which
was separated from the first-floor
sleeping quarters by a thick steel
trapdoor, and the top floor was
where you kept watch and shot
from. Many blockhouse firing loop-
holes were numbered so that as a
British soldier, presumably, you
were assigned to a specific posi-
tion. You were watered and fed by
passing trains or, if stationed out in
a veld blockhouse, via water carts
and supply wagons.

Barbed wire, especially the
much-prized eight-strand variety,
was spanned between blockhouses
right across South Africa. Spare a
thought for the blokes in the block-
house, some fresh from an English
village, others from a faraway rural
kraal, now in the middle of a very
dry nowhere, living the typical
army dream of “hurry up and wait”.

Someone in the bar on that day
in 2009 told me there was still a
blockhouse left standing here at
Norval’s Pont, but after my brief vis-
it to the concentration camp cem-

ne forever

etery I had simply run out of steam.

Civilian life in a blockhouse

In the midsummer of 2019, we
follow up on the Norvals Pont
blockhouse lead - and it’s not a
minute too soon. We're about to
meet the only living people to have
taken an old South African War
blockhouse and converted it into
comfortable living quarters for
themselves. The ultimate military
treehouse, if you will.

The guy who had owned the
Glasgow Pont Hotel just before Rod
McGregor Mann was Paul Johns.
While living and working at the ho-
tel, Johns decided to expand into
vegetable and fruit farming. He and
his wife, Suzette, bought an irriga-
tion farm on the Orange River. He
adored the place, the wild vegeta-
tion, the rush of the river, the toot
of the trains crossing the bridge.

On the land he’'d bought was an
old British blockhouse, a sturdy
fort made of stone and steel. Its
twin had once stood on the other
side of the river. Both had shoot-
ing slits and housed soldiers who
guarded the bridge against the Bo-
ers. Not well enough, as it turned
out. The twin fort on the other side
of the river was dismantled by a
farmer decades ago, its stones used
to build a piggery

From a fort to a dwelling

Suzette’s father (she was from
Venterstad) encouraged Johns to
fix up the old blockhouse, then
falling apart. He did more than
that: he saw it commanded a glo-
rious view of the river and decid-
ed it would be a splendid place to
live.

And so the sturdy old block-
house was to be transformed into
amodern home. His first job was to
clear out the snakes and rats, then
make a doorway at the bottom. The
British soldiers had used a ladder
that led to a narrow entrance sev-
eral metres up.

Turning a mini-fort into a mod-
ern-day dwelling was a work of
love, construction genius and
very crafty interior plumbing. The
kitchen and living areas were at
the bottom, with a fireplace that
heated up the three storeys above
it. He and Suzette thrived there for
45 years and raised four children
in it. It was as snug and colourful as
a Gipsy caravan. But for Paul Johns,
the best thing was the view over
the river, which he adored.
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GF Trucks Ltd investing
In maintenance services

By Francis Kajubi

GF Trucks and Equipment Lim-
ited has opened one-stop-service
centers at border posts of the coun-
try to serve for maintenance ser-
vices to truck owners who trans-
port cargo from the port of Dar es
Salaam to the East African region
and beyond.

The company has also deployed
20 patrolling vans with technicians
to ply through highways to the bor-
ders to offer maintenance services
and sell spare parts whenever
breakdowns occur.

Salman Karmali, GF Trucks Com-
mercial Director told the press
on Saturday in Dar es Salaam that
the one-stop-centers been opened
at the Namanga, Holili, Kabanga,
Tunduma and Masasi where most
of the trucks carrying cargo from
the Dar es Salaam port to the rest
of the East African region and the
Southern African Development
Community (SADC) pass through.

Karmali revealed the news at
the 7th Annual General Meeting by
the Tanzania Truck Owners Asso-
ciation (TATOA) that brought about
300 members to discuss success
and challenges realized through
2022 in business operations and
the way forward in 2023.

“The mobile vans are deployed
through the routes of Dar es Sa-
laam through Morogoro-Dodoma-
Mwanza. The other routes are Dar
es Salaam-Iringa-Mbeya and Dar es
Salaam-Pwani-Mtwara. The main-

tenance services are offered for
free but one buys the spare parts,”
he said.

The vehicle assembling company
based in Kibaha district in Coast re-
gion has a significant contribution
to the growth and development of
the manufacturing sector in Tan-
zania thus boosting the country’s
economy.

Karmali said the company is set
on increasing this year’s vehicle as-
sembling capacity that it targets at
creating more employment oppor-
tunities for locals.

However, the company is work-
ing on the final stages of expansion
ofits facility in Kibaha district to be
accomplished this year.

He said since its inception the
company has invested U$2.5million
(6bn/-).

“GF has so far employed over 180
workers at its Kibaha facility and
created another 100 temporary
jobs. Since last December the com-
pany has been working on expand-
ing the factory at a tune of 5bn/-,”
said Karmali.

He said the company had in June
last year launched a new FAU Tip-
per CA 3256 model.

“Not less than 70 assembled ve-
hicles are sold by the company on
a monthly basis. We hope that the
factory expansions will double pro-
duction. The expansion has been
influenced by the growing demand
from mining companies especially
in the coal and gold sectors,” as-
serted Karmali.
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reaches 4bn/- in three weeks’

By Guardian Reporter

OREIGN investors’

shares sellout at the

Dar es Salaam Stock

Exchange (DSE) has
continued to increase, as the
market report indicates net out-
flow of nearly 4bn/- during the
first three weeks of this month,
which is equivalent to half of
total value of shares they sold
during the fourth quarter of last
year.

The DSE market report shows
foreign investors have so far
sold shares valued 4.7bn/- to
January 20, 2022, which is 79.79
percent of total value of shares
sold during the reported peri-
od, while the buying value was
only 870mn/- or 14.16 percent of

the total value of shares bought
in the market.

Analysts say the fear of global
recession projected by interna-
tional financial institutions is
causing foreign investors to exit
in small markets, as some were
targeting to invest in fixed as-
sets in developed economies,
including US where interest
rates have been increasing.

According to analysts some
investors are selling shares be-
cause their investments have
been realized but their share
prices are not increasing, there-
fore they were looking to invest
in companies which they be-
lieve the shares are underval-
ued.

The market report shows a to-
tal turnover of 6.1bn/- has been

recorded during the first three
weeks of this month, of which
local investors dominated in
shares buying, while foreign in-
vestors dominated in share sell-
ing.

Local investors accounted
for 85.84 percent of total value
of shares bought during the re-
ported period and 23.21 percent
of total value of shares sold.

Both domestic and total mar-
ket capitalisations decreased
during the period, due to slow
down of share prices of both lo-
cal and cross listed companies.

Total market capitalization
slowed to 15.64trn/- as at Janu-
ary 20, from 15.68trn/- recorded
during the end of December
last year while domestic mar-
ket capitalization also slightly

decreased to 10.25trn/- from
10.28trn/- respectively.

All shares index (DSEI) closed
at 1,877.05 points on Friday last
week from 1,881.99 points on
December 30, 2022 while Tan-
zania Share Index (TSI) closed at
3,879.40 points against 3,888.81
points respectively.

Top performer CRDB Bank
Plc share price closed at 380/-
during the end of last week
from 385/- recorded during the
end of last year closing, while
NMB Bank share price closed
at 3,100/- from 3,020/- respec-
tively.

Tanzania Portland Cement
Company (TPCC) share price
closed at 3,620/- from 3,700
respectively while NICO share
price slowed to 300/- from 325/-

Gold and silver prices jump in three months
= -

NEW YORK

Ongoing inflationary
pressures and increasing
risk the federal govern-
ment could default on its
loans will likely see Wall
Street traders rush to pre-
cious metals in 2023.

The US hit its $314
trillion debt ceiling on
Thursday, after the lat-
est inflation data showed
consumer prices still 6.5%
higher on an annual basis.

Meanwhile, gold and
silver jumped roughly
15% and 21%, respectively,
the last three months, as
plummeting stocks pulled
the major US benchmarks
even lower, and the US
dollar slumped to just
$0.81 of the British Pound

ernment is at risk of de-

more than 50% in 2023

creasing

applications

tor to electrical switches

and just $0.92 of the Euro.

In an interview with
FOX Business, Jonathan
Rose, CEO of Genesis Gold
Group, said, “The primary
driving force behind gains
in the precious metals
market are a devaluing US
dollar, inflation, and other
federal government mon-
etary policies.”

“Anyone can see that
government spending
is a major problem for
our country’s economic
health, and now our gov-

faulting on its bills,” he
continued. “. If the fed-
eral government defaults
on its loans, it will de-
stroy whatever investor
faith might be left in the
U.S. dollar and weaken it
dramatically.”

“This environment
creates a strong case for
allocating funds to physi-
cal precious metals,” he
added.

A Kitco News’ online
survey showed investors
could see silver jump

to reach $38 an ounce,
while gold could top out
at a record $2,100 an
ounce.

According to Morgan
Stanley, “The volatil-
ity of silver prices can
be two to three times
greater than that of gold
on a given day.” Rose
said this was due to the
silver market being “sig-
nificantly smaller” than
that of gold, resulting in
lower market liquidity.

However, silver’s in-

in industry could begin
closing the gap in 2023,
particularly as the au-
tomotive sector makes
greater shifts to electric,
and alternate forms of
energy are harnessed
through solar.

As an investment for
the near future, Rose
said “professionals are
hailing silver as having a
much higher ceiling due
to its industrial potential,
from its chemical use as
a catalyst and conduc-

and solar panels.”

“Demand for silver is
at an all-time high the
last 12 months, he went
on. “Combining the al-
lure of physical silver as
a haven asset creates a
strong case for invest-
ments into the metal in
the near future.”

Gold is predicted to
reach $2,000 an ounce
in 2023. Over the last
year, the yellow metal is
up roughly 5% and 5.5%
year-to-date.

Oil prices set for another weekly gain

SINGAPORE

Crude oil prices are about
to end this week with another
gain, driven by optimism about
a demand rebound in China.

It was that same optimism
that yesterday pushed prices to
the highest close since the start
of December, Reuters reported.
Brent crude gained $1.18 per
barrel on Thursday and West
Texas Intermediate added
$0.85 to top $80 per barrel for
the first time in weeks.

“Prices gained as China op-
timism continued to reign,”
Charu Chanana, market strat-

egist at Saxo Capital Markets,
told Bloomberg today. “Reports
that China’s Covid caseload has
peaked further boosted opti-
mism that demand will start to
recover more sustainably.”

Meanwhile, Reuters cited
new figures about Chinese de-
mand showing that it rose by
close to 1 million bpd in Novem-
ber, signaling further strength-
ening this year. If this strength-
ening in Chinese demand does
materialize, it would keep the
supply side of the oil market
tight, adding an upside poten-
tial to prices.

"All roads seem to lead back

to the same input - rising Chi-
nese demand,” Again Capi-
tal’s John Kilduff told Reuters.
"There's just so much bullish
sentiment out there, so much
fear, that it keeps underpinning
this market."

On the bearish side, there are
the continued signs of weak-
ness in the U.S. economy, with
the latest updates including
a drop in retail sales that sug-
gests inflation remains prob-
lematic, and the likelihood that
the US manufacturing sector
entered a recession in the final
quarter of 2022.

This week, the Energy Infor-

mation Administration’s petro-
leum report also weighed on
prices as it estimated yet an-
other weekly inventory build
in crude oil, and not a small
one, at that, at 8.4 million bar-
rels. It followed a 19-million-
barrel weekly inventory built
estimated for the first week of
January.

Bloomberg, meanwhile, not-
ed that trading activity in oil
has begun picking up recently
after lower liquidity discour-
aged active trading last year, in-
creasing the likelihood of more
sharp swings in prices going
forward.
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55,000 tonnes of coal exported
through Mtwara port in 15 days

By Guardian Correspondent,
Mtwara

HE amendment of the
mining laws resulted
into a series of succes-
sive developments in
the sector, including local content
such as an increase in employ-
ment in the mines and domestic
purchases, it has been unveiled.

55,000 tonnes of coal export-
ed through Mtwara port in two
weeks

By Guardian Correspondent,
Mtwara

Over 55,000 tonnes of coal
have been exported from Mtwara
Port to European and Asian coun-
tries such as Belgium, France and
Spain in the last two weeks.

They were mined in the Kitai
Mines located in Ruvuma re-
gion by Jitegemee Holdings and
Mighty logistics.

The Mighty Logistics opera-
tions manager, Mr Masan Fazal
said in Mtwara that over 100

Mighty Lo-
gistic truck
offloads coal
from Jitege-
mee Holding
Company

mine located
in Ruvuma
region before
being exported
to France,
Belgium and
Spain Photo by
Guardian Cor-
respondent

trucks have been involved in
the transportation of the 55,000
tonnes of coal to the port.

“These trucks have created jobs
for over 500 drivers since the
commencement of operations
and this has helped in addressing
the challenge of unemployment,”
he said.

“We commend the sixth phase
government for creating a con-
ducive business and investment
environment for local and foreign
investors to benefit with available
opportunities in the country,” he
added.

Acting Mtwara port manager
Norbeth Kalembwe called on
Tanzanian investors and busi-
nessmen to grab the available op-
portunities by using the port for
export of cargo.

“For the export of coal to dif-
ferent destinations across the
world, the port has been consist-
ently receiving large ships since
2021. We have the responsibility
of ensuring that the ship’s arrival

is consistently maintained for the
benefit of individual players and
the general public,” he said.

Data from the Port show that
from November 2021 to Septem-
ber 2022, Mtwara Port exported
548,000 tonnes of coal starting
from November 2021.

During the period, Ruvuma Coal
Limited had shipped 526,000
tonnes, while Jitegemee Hold-
ings Company Limited exported
22,000 tonnes.

Jitegemee Holdings Company
Limited supervisor and board
member Boscow Mabena said a
total of 7.01bn/- has been paid to
the government in terms of tax
and levies since commencement
of operations in 2021.

Prices for thermal coal used for
electricity generation have leapt
to record levels as a result of the
Russian invasion of Ukraine.

This has led to many European
countries losing access to vital
supplies of natural gas and coal
from their top supplier, Russia.

Buyers in Europe and beyond
are now vying to pay top dollar
for coal from often remote mines
in places such as Tanzania, Bot-
swana and even potentially Mada-
gascar.

The resurgent coal demand,
driven by governments trying to
wean themselves off Russian en-
ergy while keeping a lid on power
prices, clashes with climate plans
to shift away from the most pollut-
ing fossil fuel.

Ruvuma regional resident min-
ing officer Hamis Kamando said
21bn/- revenue had been collect-
ed from the mining sector in the
2021/22 Fiscal Year, surpassing
the 12bn/- target by 175 percent.

“In the 2022/23, we have
been given a target of collecting
26.3bn/- revenue. 23.1bn/- which
is equivalent to 87 percent of the
target has been collected between
July 2022 and January 2023,” said
Kamando.

He said the region has 328 mil-
lion tonnes of coal deposits.

Banks prepare for deepest job cuts since 2008

'(‘h?

Banks including Credit Suisse, Goldman Sachs, Morgan Stanley and Bank of New York Mellon
have begun to cut more than 15,000 jobs in recent months

LONDON

Banks are gearing up for the
biggest round of job cuts since
the global financial crisis, as
executives come under pres-
sure to slash costs following a
collapse in investment bank-
ing revenues.

The lay-offs — which are
expected to be in the tens of
thousands across the sector
— reverse the mass hirings
banks made over the past few
years and the reluctance to

fire staff during the Covid-19
pandemic.

“The job cuts that are com-
ing are going to be super
brutal,” said Lee Thacker,
owner of financial services
headhunting firm Silvermine
Partners. “It’s a reset because
they over-hired over the past
two to three years.”

Banks including Credit
Suisse, Goldman Sachs, Mor-
gan Stanley and Bank of New
York Mellon have begun to
cut more than 15,000 jobs in

recent months, and industry
watchers expect others to fol-
low suit, emboldened by the
headline-grabbing plans al-
ready announced.

“We've seen some warn-
ing shots from the US,” said
Thomas Hallett, an analyst at
Keefe, Bruyette & Woods.

“Investors need to see man-
agement acting on cost and
trying to maintain a reason-
able return profile. The Euro-
peans will tend to follow the
US banks.”

Ana Arsov, co-head of global
banking at Moody’s, said she
expected the job cuts to be
less severe than during the
financial crisis, but heavier
than the collapse in the mar-
kets after the dotcom crash in
2000.

“What we are seeing is a
catch-up of normal bank lay-
offs that were put on pause
over the past few years,” she
said. “We will see trimming in
European franchises, but not
as big as at US banks.”

Bank executives said Gold-
man’s eye-catching lay-offs —
part of its biggest cost-cutting
drive since the financial crisis
that includes everything from
corporate jets to bonuses —
had set a precedent that other
banks would look to follow.

“The Goldman headlines
are accelerating decision mak-
ing,” said an industry execu-
tive with knowledge of several
banks’ plans. “It’s a good time
to announce painful cuts if
you just follow Goldman.”

The Wall Street bank began
a process of firing up to 3,200
staff last week, equating to
6.5 per cent of the workforce,
as pressure mounts on chief
executive David Solomon to
improve the bank’s return on
tangible equity.

Goldman is cutting a simi-

lar number of staff as it did
in 2008 during the depths of
the global financial crisis, but
its workforce then was two-
thirds of its current size.

Morgan Stanley laid off
1,800 staff in December, just
over 2 per cent of its work-
force. Despite having a strong
wealth management business,
the lender’s investment bank
suffered along with its fierce
rival Goldman Sachs from a
near halving of M&A revenues
last year.

Morgan Stanley said no fur-
ther staff cuts were imminent.

“We were frankly a little
overdue,” chief executive
James Gorman told analysts.
“We hadn’t done anything for
a couple of years. We’ve had
a lot of growth, and we’ll con-
tinue monitoring that.”

Bank of New York Mellon,
the world’s biggest custody
bank, plans to cut just under
3 per cent of its workforce —
around 1,500 staff — in the first
half of the year.

Chief executive Robin Vince
told the Financial Times that
the bank had been “very care-
ful to recognise” that letting
people go during the Covid
pandemic would have “bro-
ken the social contract” with
employees.

ADC launches construction of new data centre in Nairobi

NAIROBI

WITH the ongoing digital
transformation, African busi-
nesses need more internet
capacity to support their op-
erations, and local and foreign
companies are stepping up
investments in building data
centers to better meet the
growing demand on the conti-
nent.

Africa Data Centres (ADC)

has announced that it launched
the construction of an addi-
tional data center in Nairobi,
Kenya.

The new infrastructure is ex-
pected to be completed in the
first quarter of 2024 and will
expand ADC’s current facility
with up to 15 MW of additional
IT load.

“We believe that data cen-
tres will play a significant role
in digital transformation and

economic growth on our con-
tinent. Without them, the push
towards a digital economy in
Africa will be missing a key pil-
lar. Our decision to increase our
investment in our data centres
in Kenya is in recognition of the
position the country now occu-
pies as a leader in the adoption
of digital technologies in Afri-
ca,” said Hardy Pemhiwa, CEO
of Cassava Technologies, ADC’s
parent company.

ADC announced its plans to
extend its Sameer facility by
adding a new data center last
December. The plan aims to
meet the growing demand for
its services in a context marked
by the significant increase in
the adoption of digital services
in East Africa.

The company is thus pursu-
ing its African expansion strat-
egy, under which it will invest
US$500 million to build data

centers in about ten African
countries.

The additional capacity
should enable ADC to better
meet the growing demand
from businesses in Kenya and
East Africa, and strengthen its
ecosystem on the continent
as competition increases in a
growing market with the pres-
ence of companies such as
Huawei, Google, Microsoft, Ter-
aco, OADC, Raxio and Amazon.

Google staff
anxiety runs
higher after
retrenchment

CALIFORNIA

Google employees, after watching peers at
rival tech firms lose their jobs en masse, were
anxious about when layoffs would happen to
them. Then on Friday morning, some of them
couldn’t get into their corporate accounts.

The company, owned by Alphabet Inc., had
finally decided to cut 12,000 employees, or 6%
of the workforce.

Employees described a mostly orderly if im-
personal transition, communicated mostly via
the same technology products they helped
build, with no direct answers for individuals
about why they were included or not.

Some found out they lost their jobs via mes-
sages sent to their personal email addresses.
With no central way to see which roles had
been eliminated, the remaining workers took
to writing their peers on messaging app Google
Chat to see if it worked.

If not, it meant that person had lost their job,
according to a Google employee who requested
anonymity because he was not authorized to
speak to the press.

On messaging apps and internal chat rooms,
employees started to pose theories and share
anxieties about the future. The layoffs ap-
peared to be structural, rather than perfor-
mance-based.

With performance reviews yet to be finalized
later this month, some workers fretted that
their roles were still at risk of elimination, ac-
cording to multiple employees who spoke with
Bloomberg, who asked not to be named speak-
ing about internal matters.

Workers who had lost their jobs gathered on
messaging platforms such as Discord and Slack
to stay in touch.

For months, the search giant had refrained
from thinning its ranks as tech giants such as
Amazon.com Inc., Microsoft Corp. and Meta
Platforms Inc. laid off thousands of workers.
When the cuts did come, they appeared to im-
pact a wide swath of the company.

“It’s hard for me to believe that after 20 years
at #Google I unexpectedly find out about my
last day via an email,” one software engineer,
Jeremy Joslin, wrote on Twitter. “What a slap
in the face. I wish I could have said goodbye to
everyone face to face.”

The company’s prized artificial intelligence
teams appeared to escape mostly unscathed.
In a message to staff announcing the layoffs,
Alphabet Chief Executive Officer Sundar Pichai
framed the cuts as a way for the company to
sharpen its focus on artificial intelligence.

But Area 120, an in-house incubator for new
ideas, was decimated. The unit’s managing
partner and workers on three projects slated to
be folded into Google were spared, but virtu-
ally all other employees were laid off, accord-
ing to two people with knowledge of the matter.

Google employee Dallas Barnes, a visual de-
signer, wrote on Twitter that he was the only
member of his team who had survived the cuts.

“The amount of sadness, frustration, and
confusion I'm feeling right now is hard to put
into words,” he wrote.

The Alphabet Workers Union, a so-called mi-
nority union that does not have collective bar-
gaining rights, said the layoffs underscored the
importance of worker organizing.

“This is egregious and unacceptable behavior
by a company that made $17 billion dollars in
profit last quarter alone,” Parul Koul, execu-
tive chair of Alphabet Workers Union, said in a
statement. “With billions in profits and execu-
tive compensation untouched, our jobs should
not be on the chopping block.”
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HINA'S Foreign Ministry

has said that China wel-

comes US Secretary of

State Antony Blinken’s
(Pictured) upcoming visit and is in
communication with the US side on
specific arrangements.

The China-U.S. relationship, as
one of the world’s most important
bilateral relations, influences the
welfare of both countries and the
whole world. Across the globe,
there is a growing call against con-
taining or decoupling from China,
and for stable U.S.-China ties.

The world is now at a crossroads.
When viewing and handling China-
U.S. relations, both sides should see
the bigger picture, and not just a ze-
ro-sum game. China’s advancement
or American’s progress presents
opportunities, rather than poses
challenges, for each other.

Regrettably, such common sense
has been abandoned in recent years
by certain Washington politicians,
who have been tirelessly making
trouble or threatening to decouple
from China, casting a cloud over bi-
lateral ties.

In a report published last No-
vember, the Brookings Institution
said the United States must forge a
“durable, productive relationship”
with China, adding that both sides
share common interests in both bi-
lateral and multilateral areas and
that cooperation is needed.

Economic and trade cooperation
is the bedrock of China-U.S. rela-
tions. Bilateral economic and trade
ties are built on mutual benefit,
not zero-sum games. Decoupling
from or breaking economic links
with China, a major trading partner
of America, will hurt others and
America itself.

Decoupling isn’t yet happen-
ing in any significant way, not by a

long shot, and isn’t likely to, For-
eign Policy magazine said in an
analysis. It quoted U.S. business
insiders as saying that the U.S.-
China economic relationship
remains profound and is grow-
ing deeper in many sectors, and
that a decoupling will undercut
US global competitiveness.

Despite a lingering pandemic
and an uncooperative Washing-
ton, China-US trade surged 20.2
percent year on year to 4.88
trillion yuan (719 billion U.S.
dollars) in 2021. In the first 11
months of 2022, bilateral trade
value stood at 4.62 trillion yuan
(681 billion dollars), up 4.8 per-
cent year on year.

China boasts an irreplace-
able industrial chain edge. The
Chinese mainland remains U.S.
tech giant Apple’s primary pro-
duction base, where 150 out of
its 190 disclosed suppliers have
factories, according to its sup-
plier list for fiscal year 2021 re-
leased last October.

Meanwhile, China remains a
top market for U.S. businesses,
with 83 percent of member
companies reporting that they
are not considering relocat-
ing manufacturing or sourcing
outside of China, according to
the 2022 American Business in
China White Paper, released by
AmCham China last year. Cham-
ber members believe that a “de-
coupling” is not in the economic
interest of either side.

Over the past decades, eco-
nomic globalization has led to
the continuous expansion of
industrial, value and supply
chains, and the global flow of
production factors, injecting
strong impetus into the world
economy as an irresistible trend.

The value of global trade hit a
record high of 28.5 trillion dol-

Oman’s energy firm

OQ to sell 49pc stake

MUSCAT

OMAN energy firm 0Q SAOC
plans to sell up to 49 percent
of its oil drilling unit Abraj En-
ergy Services SAOC in an initial
public offering, kick-starting the
sultanate’s push to join a listings
boom sweeping through the
Middle East.

The subscription period will
start in February and the shares
are expected to start trading on
the Muscat stock exchange in
March, according to a statement.
The IPO could raise as much as
$500 million, Bloomberg News
reported in September.

Oman is joining its energy-rich
Gulf neighbors — especially the
United Arab Emirates and Saudi
Arabia — in selling assets to fund
the diversification of their econ-
omies and open up their stock
markets to more international
investors. The drive led to a ban-
ner year for IPOs in the region in
2022, defying a global slump in
share sales caused by fears over
high inflation and interest rate
hikes.

Institutional offering repre-
sents a maximum of 85% of the
total offering, and will be made
to eligible investors in Oman
and international investors out-
side the US while retail offering
represents a minimum of 15% of
the total offering.

In 2023 Abraj Energy intends
to pay a dividend of 85 percent
of profit for 2022.

Ahli Bank of Oman, EFG
Hermes, National Bank of Oman
are the joint global coordinators
on the IPO.

“We believe the company’s
future is very bright, not least
because it is already prequali-
fied in four countries to conduct
a range of services, setting the
stage for international expan-
sion geared towards delivering
growth and shareholder value:”
Chief Executive Officer Saif Al
Hamhami.

The Oman Investment Au-
thority said in December that
it plans to raise more than $1.3
billion by exiting its investments
in eight sectors this year, from
energy to aviation, tourism and
communications and informa-
tion technology. OQ is also plan-
ning an IPO of its gas pipelines
unit that could raise as much as
$800 million, Bloomberg News
reported in September.

Still, Oman has a long way to
go in its IPO journey. It hasn’t
had a major listing since 2010
when telecom operator Nawras,
now known as Ooredoo Oman,
raised $475 million.

Oman and Bahrain are the
only countries in the six-nation
Gulf Cooperation Council not
classified as emerging markets
by MSCI Inc. The market capitali-
zation of Oman’s stock exchange
is about $22 billion, according to
data compiled by Bloomberg.

Oman pumps around 1 million
barrels of oil a day. While it’s not
a member of the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Countries,
it is part of the wider OPEC+ alli-
ance. Its finance ministry said in
December it estimated the coun-
try will boost oil production by
more than 10% this year to 1.175
million barrels per day.

lars in 2021, an increase of 25 percent
on 2020, and was projected to reach
32 trillion dollars in 2022, showed
data from the United Nations Confer-
ence on Trade and Development.

However, the United States has
been pushing unilaterally for cutting
supplies and decoupling, which is
doomed and will backfire.

It is wrong to presume that global
welfare is a zero-sum game, and that
China’s ascent implies America’s de-
cline, Pinelopi Koujianou Goldberg,
a former World Bank chief econo-
mist and professor at Yale Univer-
sity, wrote in a recent opinion piece,

warning that an economic war on
China is in no one’s interest.

The United States and China are
the world’s two largest economies,
whose sheer economic sizes deter-
mine that sound China-U.S. econom-
ic and trade ties are of paramount
significance to both themselves and
the world.

In recent years, however, the Unit-
ed States has coerced its allies into
containing and “decoupling” from
China. Such an attempt to maintain
global economic dominance at the
expense of allies has proved unpop-
ular.

During his official visit to China
in November 2022, German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz said that China
is an important trading partner
for Germany and for Europe as a
whole, and that Germany firmly
opposes decoupling and stands
ready for closer trade and eco-
nomic cooperation with China.

Likewise, Europe as a whole
would not want to choose between
the United States and China, as an
opinion piece in The Diplomat
magazine said recently. “The U.S.
coercive diplomacy comes at a
cost: It threatens to inject friction
and erode trust in the transatlantic
relationship,” it said.

In an opinion piece published
in the Financial Times earlier this
month, British foreign affairs col-
umnist Gideon Rachman advised
the West to ditch its goal of curb-
ing China’s growth. “China is a
huge part of the world economy. If
you will China to go into recession,
you are quite close to wanting the
world to also slide into recession,”
he wrote.

Simply siding with the United
States is not a viable alternative,
if only because the lavish U.S.
subsidies will attract investment
and capital from Europe, Ger-
man-language news daily Neues
Deutschland said in a recent
analysis, referring to the Inflation
Reduction Act package as another

product of “America First,” which
tramples on European interests
and the rules of the World Trade
Organization.

Japanese businesses trading
with China are also concerned
that Tokyo may be drawn deeper
into the growing economic rivalry
between Washington and Beijing,
urging the government to “under-
stand that we do not want to be
exposed to country risk in China.”
Experts believed that Japan and
China should improve bilateral
communication on a range of is-
sues such as supply chain resil-
ience, and non-traditional threats
to security and climate change.

Some emerging economies and
developing countries also detest
the U.S. practice of engaging in a
great power competition and forc-
ing others to take sides.

Arecent article by the South Chi-
na Morning Post said that “the fate
of ASEAN members is largely teth-
ered to the trajectory of U.S.-Chi-
na relations in the 2Ist century,”
and that economically, Southeast
Asian states prefer Washington
and Beijing “to cooperate, rather
than engage in zero-sum rivalry.”

The United States and China
stand to gain from cooperation
and lose from confrontation. The
world is big enough for the two
countries to develop individually
and collectively.
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Davos may be over, but weeklong
affair left behind some changes

GENEVA

THE World Economic Forum (WEF)
Annual Meeting 2023 closed on Fri-
day, with more than 2,000 honorable
guests participating in hundreds of
sessions during the weeklong event.

This year’s version remained un-
changed in some respects. For in-
stance, global elites gathered for brain-
storming in the same “Davos spirit,”
China was given plenty of attention
and climate change was a hot topic.

But there were some notable and
lasting changes.

Geopolitical Europe

First, a more divided Europe
emerged from a surge in geopoliti-
cal confrontations, reflected in the
absence of a Russian delegation from
Davos.

Tensions between the West and
Russia intensified during the Ukraine
crisis. Europe has proceeded with “de-
Russification” policies, particularly
in its energy sector. Despite strategic
partnerships between Russian compa-
nies and the forum, Russian political
and business leaders were not invited
to this year’s event.

German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said
in his Davos speech that Germany had
stopped importing Russian gas and

coal, indicating “a profound turning
point in German foreign and security
policy.”

Similarly, European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen re-
vealed that Europe has collectively
reduced its foreign dependence on
pipeline gas by 80 percent in less than
one year.

Their statements imply that “de-Rus-
sification” is underway in Europe, yet
its outcome remains unknown.

Consensus on global challenges

Another change is the growing con-
sensus that humanity’s challenges
have never been greater, evolving
from regional and individual issues to
global and interconnected ones.

As the first in-person event held
since the COVID-19 pandemic, organ-
izers described this year’s affair as oc-
curring amid the most complex geo-
political and geo-economic situation
in decades.

WEF Founder and Executive Chair-
man Klaus Schwab has repeatedly
stressed that today’s world is facing
multiple unprecedented crises, such
as an energy transition, the pandemic,
climate change and geopolitical ten-
sions.

In addition, a wobbling global econ-
omy, widening deficits in global gov-

WORLD
ECONOMIC
FOQRUM

N

COMMITT
IMPROVIN

Participants are seen during a session of the World Economic Forum (WEF) annual meet-
ing in Davos on Jan 17, 2023. AFP

ernance, food and energy crises ...
the list of unprecedented challenges
tormenting humanity seems unend-
ing and is growing.

“Our world is plagued by a perfect
storm on a number of fronts,” said UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
in his Wednesday speech. “We are in
the worst situation I can remember
in my lifetime,” he warned.

Not coincidentally, Gim Huay Neo,
managing director of the WEF’s Cen-
tre for Nature and Climate, deemed
the multiple crises the “new normal
of the planet.”

Shift to resilience

Third, the mood has shifted away
from a focus on growth to a focus on
resilience.

A global economic recovery re-
mains fragile and tortuous, with
many countries grappling with sup-
ply chain disruptions and inflation-
ary pressures. Policymakers are
being called upon to take robust
measures to build up resilience.

“Black swan” events over the past
three years have made economic
resilience a core agenda for every
country and business, said Khaldoon

Khalifa Al Mubarak, CEO of Mubada-
la Investment Company, calling for
moving from a cost-driven to a resil-
ience-driven mindset.

Michelle Williams, dean of the fac-
ulty at Harvard TH Chan School of
Public Health, said the “long COVID”
impact on the economic and finan-
cial sectors is here to stay and that
the entire health system and socie-
ties must rebuild resilience from
such an impact.

For her part, Egyptian Minister of
International Cooperation Rania A.
Al-Mashat said Egypt knows firsthand
the impact of climate change and
firmly believes that investing in cli-
mate protection is investing in eco-
nomic resilience.

Other topics at the forum included
a growing call for re-globalization,
artificial intelligence, the meta-uni-
verse and data regulations, and such
emerging topics as future work styles
and demographic trends.

All shed light on the current evolu-
tion and development of humanity.
But one thing remains unchanged:
Only in unity can the global com-
munity make steady progress and
achieve its long-term goals.

1st Chinese tourist group arrives in Egypt since COVID outbreak

CAIRO

AHEAD of the upcoming Chinese
New Year, Egypt received the first
Chinese tourist group on Friday
since the outbreak of COVID-19
three years ago.

During a welcoming ceremony
for the Chinese tourist group at Cai-
ro International Airport, Egyptian
Vice-Minister for Tourism and An-
tiquities Ghada Shalaby welcomed
the Chinese tourists, expressing as-
piration to see more Chinese tourist
groups.

Highlighting the attention Egypt
pays to the health and safety of
tourists, Shalaby said all workers
in all Egyptian hotels and tourist
facilities have been vaccinated and
trained on the highest health and
safety standards.

Chinese tourists will find many
Chinese products in Egypt that will

Chinese Ambassador to

r i b

make them feel at home, she added.

Yehia Zakaria, chairman of the EgyptAir Holding
Company, also welcomed the arrival of the Chinese
tourist group, noting both Egypt and China boast of an-
cient civilizations steeped in history.

Egypt Liao Ligiang (4th right, 2nd
row) and Egyptian Vice-Tourism and Antiquities Minister
Ghada Shalaby (3rd right, 2nd row) and others pose for a
group photo with members of a Chinese tourist group at

the Cairo International Airport in Cairo, Egypt, on Friday.
XINHUA

According to Zakaria, the num-
ber of weekly flights between
Egypt and China will be increased
to 13 starting March: Seven to
the southern city of Guangzhou,
three to the eastern city of Hang-

zhou, and three to Beijing.

Liao said.

In his address at the welcoming
ceremony, Chinese Ambassador
to Egypt Liao Ligiang thanked
the Egyptian government and
people for giving a warm wel-
come to the Chinese tourists and
wished for an ever-lasting friend-
ship between the two countries.

“It is believed that in the near
future, the number of Chinese
tourists and flights to Egypt will
return to the pre-epidemic level,”

Feng Jian, a tourist from the
southwestern Chinese city of
Chengdu, said it is his first time
to travel abroad since the start of

king water solution to the MENA region

the pandemic.

“I chose Egypt for my first trip,
as Egypt, like China, is also one of
the four ancient civilizations and
I want to experience the culture
of Egypt,” he told Xinhua.

Fu Bo, another tourist from Be-
ijing, said he has always wanted
to visit Egypt as he is interested
in Egyptian history and culture.

“I heard that the Egyptians
are generally friendly to Chinese
tourists, so I hope to visit Egypt
more often,” Fu added.

China used to be the fourth
largest source of tourists to Egypt
in the pre-pandemic years.

In 2019, Egypt received 13.1
million tourists, with its tourism
revenues hitting a record high of
$13.03 billion before the pandem-
ic badly hit the sector in the next
few years.

Xinhua

Danube Hospitality, AirOWater introduces drin

DUBAI

DANUBE Hospitality, the one-
stop, end-to-end solution pro-
vider for hospitality businesses
for the Middle East is paving the
way towards sustainability with
its multi category, multi brand
tie-ups that employ sustainable
practices to supply eco-friendly
products and services, helping
reduce carbon footprint. The
brand has recently signed up
extensive assortment of sus-
tainable products for the hospi-
tality and healthcare industry.

Governments and decision-
makers in different sectors
have realized the importance
of sustainable, earth-friendly
solutions to global problems
like scarcity of natural resourc-

es, pollution, plastic waste,
and other factors that damage
the planet. Danube Hospitality
aligns with the thought of the
leadership in different sectors to
play its part in the sustainability
movement that is gaining mo-
mentum rapidly.

“Danube Hospitality aims to
pioneer the sustainability move-
ment across the MENA region.
With our partnership with AirO-
Water technology, pure drinking
water will be made available to
Hospitality, Healthcare, Gov-
ernment Offices, Educational
Institutes, and other sectors,
economically, and sustain-
ably. AirOWater generates pure
drinking water whichis filled
in glass bottles for distribution,
greatly reducing plastic waste,

Shubhojit Mahalanobis, Director-
Retail and Hospitality, Danube
Group

and in turn the plastic footprint
of the nation,” says Shubhojit
Mahalanobis, Director- Re-
tail and Hospitality, Danube
Group. Danube Hospitality’s
partnership with the sustain-
able drinking water solutions
provider, AirOWater, will ensure
the provision of sustainable wa-
ter as a service and a solution.

The brand is now entering the
market with a vision to replace
plastic water bottles with glass
bottles and generate sustain-
able drinking water from the air.
This is a path-breaking effort by
Danube Hospitality to supply
pure drinking water with a grad-
ual reduction of plastic footprint

across industries.
AirOWater specializes in
manufacturing  Atmospheric

Water Generators (AWG) that
use a one-of-a-kind, reliable
and adaptable technology that
creates water from the humid-
ity in the air. This water then
goes through a filtration system
to obtain fresh, bacteria-free,
pure drinking water that is un-
touched by contaminants in the
ground or other surfaces, unlike

piped water, making it an ideal
solution to the global problem
of water scarcity and plastic
waste.

“We are extremely happy to
be associating with Danube for
this sustainable and growth ini-
tiative. Our innovative technol-
ogy shall make drinking water
a service available to all, which
is gradually getting scarce in the
world. I am very confident this
effort shall help governments
and the public sector reach their
Sustainable Development Goals
fasterThe Partnership with Dan-
ube will help us achieve our
never ending goal of providing
Water to World (W2W) and con-
tribute towards reducing this
global problem,”says Rahul Ma-
thur, CEO AirOWater.

India blocks BBC documentary
on Premier Modi from airing

*J

MUMBAI

INDIA has blocked the
airing of a BBC documen-
tary which questioned
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s leadership during
the 2002 Gujarat riots, say-
ing that even sharing of
any clips via social media
is barred.

Directions to block the &
clips from being shared
have been issued using emergency powers available to the
government under the country’s information technology
rules, said Kanchan Gupta, an adviser to the government,
on his Twitter handle on Saturday.

While the BBC has not aired the documentary in India,
the video was uploaded on some YouTube channels, Gup-
ta said.

The government has issued orders to Twitter to block
over 50 tweets linking to the video of the documentary
and YouTube has been instructed to block any uploads
of the video, Gupta said. Both YouTube and Twitter have
complied with the directions, he added.

Modi was the chief minister of the western state of Guja-
rat when it was gripped by communal riots that left more
than 1,000 people dead, by government count - most of
them Muslims. The violence erupted after a train carrying
Hindu pilgrims caught fire, killing 59.

Modi denied accusations that he failed to stop the ri-
oting. A special investigation team appointed by the Su-
preme Court to investigate the role of Modi and others in
the violence said in a 541-page report in 2012 it could find
no evidence to prosecute the then chief minister.

Modi was later named the head of his party, the Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party, which he led to power
in general elections in 2014 and then in 2019.

Last week, a spokesperson for India’s foreign minis-
try termed the BBC documentary a “propaganda piece”
meant to push a “discredited narrative”.

Agencies

Speaker warns of powerful retaliation for
weapons supplies to Kiev for attacks on Russia

MOsCow

WEAPONS supplies to
Ukraine by the United
States and NATO for at-
tacks on Russia would lead
to retaliatory use of more
powerful armaments, State Duma Speaker Vyacheslav Vo-
lodin warned yesterday.

“Supplies of offensive weapons to the Kiev regime would
lead to a global disaster. If Washington and NATO countries
send arms that will be used for attacks on peaceful cities or
attempts at occupying our lands, a threat they have been
making, this would provoke retaliatory measures with the
use of more powerful weapons,” Volodin wrote on his Tel-
egram channel.

The senior Russian lawmaker slammed as untenable
other countries’ arguments that “nuclear powers never
used weapons of mass destruction in local conflicts.”
“Those powers never faced a situation where the security
of their citizens or their territorial integrity was at stake,”
he argued.

The State Duma speaker called on members of the US
Congress, Germany’s Bundestag, France’s National Assem-
bly and other European parliamentarians to realize their
responsibility for humankind.

“By their decisions, Washington and Brussels are push-
ing the world to a disastrous war - to military operations
that will be quite different from what they have seen so far,
when only military and critical infrastructure being used
by the Kiev regime has been attacked. Agencies

Russia to take action against French media
in response to RT France account bans

MOsCow

RUSSIA will take retaliatory measures against French me-
dia in the country after RT France account have been blocked,
the Russian Foreign Ministry told TASS on Saturday.

“Blocking RT France account will lead to retaliatory meas-
ures against French media in Russia. They will be very notice-
able, if the French authorities do not stop intimidating Rus-
sian journalists,” the ministry said.

The bank account of the RT France TV channel was blocked
in France at the request of the General Directorate of the
Treasury under the French Ministry of Economy and Finance,
Le Monde reported on Thursday. It was noted that the deci-
sion was made in accordance with the ninth package of EU
sanctions, adopted in mid-December 2022.  Agencies

China sees accelerated recovery of culture, tourism consumption

CHINA, the most promising consumption
market in the world, is seeing a dramatic rise
in the culture and tourism sector as the Chi-
nese New Year, the most important festival
of the year for Chinese people, approaches.

The demand for cultural and tourism
products is increasing at an accelerated
rate, boosting confidence in the recovery of
the industry and guiding its innovative de-

velopment.

“There are more and more visitors com-
ing to Sanya. I received three batches of
tourists this morning alone,” said Wang Yu,
who works in the tourism industry in Sanya,
south China’s Hainan province.

year on year.

According to statistics released by Sanya
Phoenix International Airport, the airport
handled 929,000 passengers in the first 15
days of January this year, up 15.3 percent

A report on tourism consumption during
the 2023 Chinese New Year, or Spring Fes-
tival, issued by Tongcheng Travel, a market
leader in China’s online travel industry, said
there has been a significant rise in traveling
demand during the Chinese New Year pe-
riod this year, especially for medium- and
long-distance trips.

The Spring Festival travel rush officially
started onJan. 7. The number of ticket orders

received by Tongcheng Travel for trains de-
parting on the Chinese New Year’s Eve and
a day before surged 31 percent from a year
ago, ranking first in the past three years. Be-
tween Jan.l and 8, the consultation volume
for long-distance travel products scheduled
for the Spring Festival vacation increased
nearly 20-fold. Besides, the search volume
for hot destinations, such as Xishuangban-
na, Changbai Mountain, Sanya, and Xiamen,
more than doubled from a year ago.

The per-customer transaction of travel
products scheduled for the Spring Festival
period has increased by over 70 percent
from a year ago, and the numbers of hotel

and tourist site ticket bookings have in-
creased by nearly 20 percent, said Alibaba’s
travel portal Feizhu. There is also a signifi-
cant rise in the distance and duration of
trips as well as the number of travel com-
panions, according to Feizhu. Besides, the
bookings for high-end hotels also improved
by nearly 30 percent, and those for rural
B&Bs increased by over 100 percent.

Li Donghan, owner of a B&B hotel in Dali,
southwest China’s Yunnan province, told
People’s Daily that all rooms had already
been booked for the Spring Festival period.
The man has cooperated with local farmers
to sell local specialties and artware at his

B&B. “There are around 7,000 B&B
hotels in Dali. A large portion of the
rooms have been booked for the pe-
riod from now to the Spring Festival
vacation, and the figure is over 90
percent in some high-end B&B ho-
tels,” said Li Haizhong, head of the
homestay association of Dali.

In a theater near the Emperor Qin-
shihuang’s Mausoleum Site Museum
in Lintong district, Xi’an, northwest
China’s Shaanxi province, a show
about the renowned Terracotta War-
riors is chased after nowadays.

People’s Daily
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Xi extends Spring Festival greetings to all Chinese, urgj

CHINESE President Xi Jinping, on behalf of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee and the
State Council, extended Spring Festival greetings to all
Chinese on Friday at a reception in Beijing.

Xi, also general secretary of the CPC Central Commit-
tee and chairman of the Central Military Commission,
delivered a speech at the gathering at the Great Hall of
the People, greeting Chinese people of all ethnic groups,
compatriots in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, and over-
seas Chinese.

This year’s Spring Festival, or the Chinese Lunar New
Year, falls on Jan. 22.

The outgoing Year of the Tiger is an extremely impor-
tant year in the history of the Party and the country, Xi
said.

Confronted with high winds and choppy waters in the
international situation and the challenging tasks of pur-
suing reform and development and ensuring stability at
home, the whole Party, the entire military and the Chi-
nese people of all ethnic groups have risen to the chal-
lenge, united closely and worked in concert, writing a
new chapter of socialist modernization, he said.

Li Kegiang presided over the reception. Li Zhanshu,
Wang Yang, Li Qiang, Zhao Leji, Wang Huning, Han
Zheng, Cai Qi, Ding Xuexiang, Li Xi and Wang Qishan
were also present at the event.

Over the past year, the CPC successfully convened its
20th National Congress, Xi noted, lauding the country’s
efforts in accelerating the building of a new development
pattern, promoting high-quality development, maintain-
ing steady economic growth, achieving bumper harvests,
keeping employment and prices generally stable, and
having people’s livelihoods well guaranteed.

He also praised the progress made in work on con-
solidating poverty alleviation outcomes, technological
breakthroughs and ecological improvement.

Solid steps have been taken to modernize the national
defense and armed forces, while full and strict Party self-
governance has proceeded at a deeper level, and social
stability has been maintained, Xi said.

“With the commitment to putting the people and lives
above all else, we have constantly optimized epidemic
response in light of virus development and the epidemic
prevention situation,” Xi said, noting that these efforts
have protected the safety of people’s lives and their
health to the maximum extent, while minimizing the im-
pact of COVID-19 in the economic and social fields.

The country successfully hosted the Beijing 2022 Win-
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ing solid work to create better future

President Xi Jinping delivers a speech at a gathering at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing to extend Spring Festival greetings to all Chinese at
home and abroad on Jan 20, 2023. (LI XUEREN / XINHUA)

ter Olympics and Paralympics and celebrated
the 25th anniversary of Hong Kong’s return to
the motherland last year, Xi said, adding that
the initiative to steer relations across the Tai-
wan Strait has been maintained, while major-
country diplomacy with Chinese characteris-
tics has been promoted to inject stability into
this volatile world.

The hard-won achievements over the past
year have come from the collective dedication
and hard work of the Party and the people, Xi
said.

“As long as the Party stands together with
the people, always remains true to the people’s
aspirations and works in concert with the peo-

ple, our iron-will will not be wavered by any
storm, and our strides will not be stemmed by
any difficulties,” he said.

Noting that 2023 will be the first year for ful-
ly implementing the guiding principles of the
20th CPC National Congress, Xi underscored
the need to better coordinate COVID-19 re-
sponse and economic and social development,
better coordinate development and security,
deepen reform and opening-up in all respects,
achieve overall improvement of the economy,
and steadily raise the living standards of the
people.

“The new journey ahead will be a long one
filled with glories and dreams,” Xi said. “There

are no shortcuts, and only actions
count.”

The glorious past was created
through solid work and only through
solid work can a better future be cre-
ated, Xi said.

In traditional Chinese culture, the
rabbit is considered smart and agile,
pure and kind, as well as peaceful
and happy, Xi said, expressing his
hope that the people, especially the
youth, can forge ahead with swift ac-
tions like rabbits, and fully display
their charm and abilities in their re-
spective sectors.  People’s Daily

US partisan standoff over debt ceiling poses risk of default, higher inflation

WASHINGTON

U.S. Treasury Secretary Janet Yel-
len appeared Friday on CNN to warn
of international consequences if the
federal government fails to raise the
debt ceiling, with both the Democrat
and Republican parties in a standoff.

After her department’s “extraor-
dinary measures” are exhausted,
the United States could experience
a downgrading of its debt as a result

of Congress failing to raise the debt
ceiling, Yellen told CNN.

Earlier this week, U.SS. debt rose
to over 314 trillion U.S. dollars, the
limit set by Congress over a year ago,
prompting the Treasury Department
to take “extraordinary measures” to
continue financing the federal gov-
ernment.

In a letter to House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy, Yellen said there would be
“considerable uncertainty” should

Congress fail to pass legislation to
increase the debt ceiling, namely the
maximum amount the U.S. govern-
ment can borrow.

However, the standoff between
the two parties has sparked con-
cerns over a possible debt default.
Republicans, who now control the
House by a slim margin and want
any deal on raising the debt limit to
be tied to spending cuts, are pushing
Democrats to negotiate over the debt

limit.Democrats refuse to budge,
setting up an impasse between the
two bitterly divided sides. If the fed-
eral government fails to make pay-
ments, “our borrowing costs would
increase, and every American would
see that their borrowing costs would
increase as well,” Yellen told CNN.

A failure to make payments that
are due “would undoubtedly cause
arecession in the U.S. economy and
could cause a global financial crisis,”

she added.”The US. clearly has a
public spending problem,” as seen
in “the steady rise in its public debt
to GDP ratio to its highest level in the
post-war period and in the large size
of its unfunded social security obli-
gations,” Desmond Lachman, senior
fellow at the American Enterprise
Institute and a former official at the
International Monetary Fund, told
Xinhua.

Xinhua
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Burkina Faso govt
demands departure
of French roops

OUAGADOUGOU

BURKINA Faso’s military govern-
ment has demanded the departure
of French troops stationed in the
country, the West African nation’s
national television reported on Sat-
urday, citing a local news agency.

A spokesman for the government
did not immediately respond to a
request for comment. A spokes-
man for the French government
was not immediately available for
comment.

A source close to the Burkina
Faso military government con-
firmed the news of the demand for
the departure of French troops,
but gave no further details.

Burkina Faso’s state television
RTB, citing the news agency, said
the military government on Jan
18 suspended a 2018 military ac-
cord that allowed the presence of
French troops in the country. It
added that France had a month to
pull its troops from Burkina Faso.

The decision is a sign of a further
deterioration of relations between
France and its former colony
since a September 2022 military
coup. Some of the tension revolves
around perceptions that France’s
military presence in Burkina Faso
has not improved security in the
insurgent-hit West African country.

Hundreds demonstrated against
Paris in the capital Ouagadougou
on Friday, chanting anti-France
slogans and wielding placards call-
ing on the French army to leave the
country.

France has some 400 special
forces based in the country to help
local forces battle the Islamist in-
surgency that has spread across
the Sahel from Mali over the past

decade.
(94

A source close to

the Burkina Faso
military government
confirmed the news
of the demand for the
departure of French
troops

Experts highlight chall

GENEVA

PUBLIC health experts and offi-
cials attending the World Economic
Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2023
have cautioned against some major
challenges in fighting the COVID-19
pandemic, as Omicron variants are
still spreading rampantly worldwide.

They emphasized the impact of
long COVID, vaccine inequality and
pandemicrelated misinformation
at the meeting held at Davos, Swit-
zerlandWhile the COVID situation
has been better than that in the early
stages, Michelle Williams, dean of
the faculty at Harvard TH. Chan
School of Public Health, warned at
the WEF that the “bottom line is this
pandemic is far from over.”

Williams said that there are still
526 deaths per day from COVID-19
across the United States, up from
about 400 per day in October last
year. “What's really disappointing is
nine out of 10 of those deaths could
be averted,” if vaccines and boosters
would have been taken, and other
behavioral aspects, such as ventila-
tion, mask-wearing, and appropriate
social distancing practised, Williams
said.

“So for me as a public health per-
son, knowing that we could avert
nine out of 10 of those deaths re-
minds me of the fact that we have to
avoid prematurely talking about this
pandemic being over,” she said.

The expert also cited social-eco-
nomic implications that “long CO-
VID” would inflict upon society in
the future. “In the US. alone, over
174,000 COVID infants will have a life
course impacted by this pandemic,”
she said.

“And it's not only going to be im-
pacting individuals and families, but
the economic impact of long COVID
..isthat it’s going to cost us 3.7 trillion
(U.S.) dollars. That's going to have fi-
nancial impacts.”"While COVAX was
launched in 2020 to accelerate the

Passengers wearing face masks are seen a
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development and manufac-
ture of COVID-19 vaccines and
to guarantee fair and equitable
access for every country in the
world, the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) has long been
complaining about rich coun-
tries stockpiling the majority of
multiple vaccine supplies.

Seth Berkley, CEO of Gavi,
the Vaccine Alliance, said at the
WEF that for three years in half
of the lower-income countries,
53 percent of the population
have got their primary vaccina-
tion. Globally, the coverage rate
is 64 percent.

“We realize that the disparities
were still there,” Berkley said.
Addressing a panel discussion at
the WEF, Michael Ryan, execu-
tive director of WHO’s Health
Emergencies Program, said
that “there is no way out of this
pandemic right now without
vaccines as the central strategic
pillar.”

“Being able to use those vac-
cines equitably is not only a fair
and important humanitarian ob-
jective, it’s the best way for us all

to get out of the pandemic phase
that were currently in right
now,” Ryan said.

To ensure vaccine equity, Rich-
ard Hatchett, CEO of the Coali-
tion for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations, a global vaccine
partnership, called on countries
and manufacturers at the WEF
to prioritize vaccine supply to
the global program COVAX and
to support the local production
of tests, vaccines and treatments
around the world.

Hatchett also asked pharma-
ceutical companies to stand in
solidarity with developing coun-
tries by sharing licences, know-
how and technology to find a
way out of the pandemic.

Even with enough vaccines
and preparedness, response to
similar public health crises in
the future could still be compro-
mised, if there is a lack of solid
trust between the public, gov-
ernments and academia.

Meanwhile, the rampant
spread of misinformation on
social media would also make
things worseWilliams said a di-

enges in fighting COVID-19 at WEF

verse society needs to have multiple
layers of communicators and differ-
ent styles of communicating.

The expert said governments
should understand the people and
the communities they are serving,
reckon with the reasons for mistrust,
and then work collaboratively and
respectfully in addressing the ap-
propriate message and messenger to
promote change.”That’s where a bet-
ter understanding and behavioral
sciences are going to help us,” said
Williams.

Berkley pinpointed “intentional
misinformation” as one of the chal-
lenges, while citing the bad COVID
situation in the United States as an
example.”It’s about the political cli-
mate and misinformation ... That’s
really unfortunate,” Berkley said.

“And even other external experts,
who might have been able to help,
were then also demonized.” The
WHO has labeled the pandemic-
related misinformation as an “info-
demic,” which refers to “too much
information including false or mis-
leading information in digital and
physical environments during a dis-
ease outbreak.”

It has called for an infodemic man-
agement by listening to community
concerns and questions, promoting
understanding of risk and health
expert advice, building resilience to
misinformation, and engaging and
empowering communities to take
positive action.

So for me as a public
health person,
knowing that we

could avert nine out
of 10 of those deaths
reminds me of the fact
that we have to avoid

Sunak fined by police for
failing to wear seat belt

LONDON

BRITISH police fined Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak on Friday for failing to wear a seat
belt while he filmed a social media clip in
the back seat of a moving car, a potentially
embarrassing blow as he tries to revive his
party’s fortunes.

Sunak, who apologized on Thursday for
a “brief error of judgement”, had uploaded
the video to Instagram during a trip to north
west England. It was widely shared by other
users who noticed that he had not buckled
up.

Local police had said later that day they
would investigate, and confirmed late on
Friday that an offense had taken place.

It is the second penalty Sunak has re-
ceived from police after last year they found
he broke COVID-19 lockdown rules, along
with then-prime minister Boris Johnson.

Sunak becomes the second prime minis-
ter after Johnson to have broken the law in
such a manner.

The fine represents an additional distrac-
tion for Sunak, whose Conservative Party
trails far behind the opposition Labour Par-
ty in the opinion polls, ahead of an election

due by January 2025 at the latest.

“The prime minister fully accepts
this was a mistake and has apolo-
gized. He will of course comply
with the fixed penalty,” a spokes-
man from Sunak’s Downing Street
office said in a statement.

Police in the northern English
county of Lancashire said in a
statement that a 42-year-old man
from London had been served a
penalty notice.

Sunak’s video comprised an up-
date on the government’s “levelling
up” plans to reduce regional dis-
parities.

In Britain a person can be fined
up to 500 pounds ($620) if they
fail to wear a seatbelt, unless there
is an exemption, such as for emer-
gency services, in taxi or when a
driver is reversing.

“Thank you Lancashire Police for
all you do in road safety campaign-
ing all year round. Also, reminding
us no one is above the law,” Cat
Smith, a Labour lawmaker, said on
Twitter.

Britain’s Prime Minister Rishi Sunak reacts during his visit to Royal Air Force RAF
Coningsby, near Lincoln, eastern England. File photo
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Kibo Palace pledges more
support for Kili Marathon

By Guardian Correspondent

HE management of

the Kibo Palace Ho-

tels has pledged to

continue to sponsor
the annual Kilimanjaro Premi-
um Lager International Mara-
thon due to its importance in
promoting the economy of the
nation and sports.

The promise was made by
the Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the Kibo Palace Ho-
tels, Vincent Laswai, during the
Kilimanjaro launching version
of the event that took place in
Moshi over the weekend.

“Kilimanjaro Premium Lager
International Marathon has and
continues to play a big role in
promoting sports, especially
identifying and later on promot-
ing new talents in the sports sec-
tor, as well as the economy, es-
pecially in the tourism sector,”
he said.

He added: “We are the main
witnesses of this improvement
in the tourism sector and this
is so because we host many
visitors who come to take part
in this event, now termed as a
sports tourism event.”

“This event has played a big
role in bringing awareness as far
as the marathon event is con-
cerned in both Kilimanjaro and

3

The Chairman of Kibo Palace Hotels,

M-

Vincent Laswai, speaking when he

hosted this year’s Kilimanjaro Premium Lager International Marathon Moshi

launch over the weekend.

the country as a whole.”

“It also gives opportunity to
Tanzanian marathoners to com-
pete with those who have great
experience in the international
arenas as far as the long races in
athletics are concerned.”

He said as one of the official
suppliers of the event, the Kibo
Palace Hotels is proud to be as-

sociated with the now world-
recognized annual event.

According to Laswai, the
showdown has played a big
role in marketing Tanzania in-
side and outside the country
and therefore increasing the
number of tourists visiting the
region and the country in gen-
eral.

“We will continue to cooper-
ate with the organizers, the main
sponsors of the event, and other
sponsors in making sure that this
event continues to appear in the
international sports calendar for
the betterment of sports, tourism
promotion, and the economic
well-being of our country,” he
noted.

Kibo Palace operates in Moshi
as Kibo Palace Hotel, Kibo Palace
Home, and Kibo Palace Hotel in
Arusha.

The 2ist edition of the Kili-
manjaro Premium Lager Inter-
national Marathon is expected
to take place on February 26,
at the Moshi Cooperative Uni-
versity (MoCU) grounds, bring-
ing together more than 12,000
participants from more than 50
countries worldwide.

The marathon is organized by
Kilimanjaro Marathon Company
Limited and locally coordinated
by Executive Solutions Ltd, is

Kilimanjaro Premium Lager is
the race’s main sponsor through
sponsorship of the main race
stretching 42km, and Tigo spon-
soring the Tigo Half-Marathon,
the 21km race.

Other sponsors include Simba
Cement, Kilimanjaro Water, TPC
Sugar, Total Energies, official sup-
pliers GardaWorld Security, Keys
Hotel, and CMC Automobiles.

Town Classm Band set to host bonanza

ELOS 4}'65]_55

Town Classic Band's spokesman, Mwemba Burton ‘Mwijaku’ (R), briefs the press on a music bonanza, to be organized by the Dar es Salaam-based troupe,
in the city last weekend. Others are the troupe’s manager Andrew Sekidia (2nd R), vocalist ‘Dogo Rama’ (2nd L), and rapper Totoo Kalala. PHOTO:

CORRESPONDENT SABATO KASIKA

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

NEWLY formed dance music
band, Town Classic Band, is ex-
pected to start hosting a bonan-
za in Dar es Salaam at the end of
this month.

The band’s manager, Andrew
Sekidia, disclosed to reporters
last week that the bonanza will
be held at the Msasani Beach
Club located at Kawe in the city
every Sunday.

Sekidia stated that his troupe
wants to, among others, restore

the status of the hall.

“It's been many years since
Msasani Beach Club has hosted
dance music entertainment, so
we want to bring back the bo-
nanza so that the fans can have
fun,” Sekidia revealed.

He explained that the band
is also determined to restore
the status of dance music, add-
ing that hosting the bonanza is
one of the ways to restore the
genre’s status.

The spokesman for Town
Classic Band, Mwemba Burton

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari,

‘Mwijakw’, said that after six
months the music genre will
regain its edge and success-
fully challenge new generation
music, which is lately holding
sway.

“I'm sure of that because
there is no dispute about it,
Taarab will equally be affected
because we know all methods
we can use to promote dance
music,” the spokesman dis-
closed.

He said that the band will
turn out to be a prominent

troupe, given it has gifted musi-
cians.

The spokesman pointed out:
“For those who don’t believe
what I'm saying, you should
come to the bonanza that will
start on January 29 and see
how Town Classic Band musi-
cians work.”

“It is my promise that we
are going to dominate ‘Bongo
Flava’ and Taarab and restore
dance music through Town
Classic Band performance,” he
said.

Giiardian

Coach Nasreddine Nabi
showcases exceptional
tactical approach - 2

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

THE analyst pointed out: “To ac-
complish this, Nabi’s exceptional
statistics stand as supporting evi-
dence, whereby, within 19 matches
played by Yanga, there has been no
red card shown to any of the side’s
footballers.”

He added: “About 4875 fouls have
been committed by all 16 teams par-
ticipating in 2022/23 NBC Premier
League, with Yanga players commit-
ting 238 fouls and making their side
the one with fewest fouls commit-
ted.”

Nabi joined Yanga on April 20,
2021, inking an 18-month contract,
and the club’s leadership later re-
sorted to retaining the gaffer at the
end of last year due to his impressive
work ethic.

Use of great, entertaining tech-
niques

When coaching soccer, a coach
must remember that it is a game, so
players need to have fun.

For that matter, Nabi can help his
players be at their best by creating a
productive and entertaining training
environment.

A tactician should moreover have
several ways of developing the skills
and talent of players.

Yanga’s footballer, therefore, can
strive for excellence, engage in con-
sistent intensive training, have the
desire to train and compete, and gain
personal strength through respect
for teammates.

Shaping the environment

Another exceptional quality that
Nabi possesses is the skill of shap-
ing the environment by selecting
footballers for the first eleven with
what it takes to make the side’s fans
happy.

A football coach must, either con-
sciously or unconsciously, know
how to design and control a soccer
environment.

He/she should strive to invest
considerable time and effort in en-
gineering a conducive environment
that nurtures respect, pride, cour-
age, confidence, and other attributes
that are important to the coach.

Having coaching philosophy
A coaching philosophy entails hav-

ing personal coaching objectives and
coaching style.

Some common coaching objec-
tives include being one of the top
teams, making soccer fun, showing
considerable individual and team
improvements, improving the club’s
win/loss record, and winning the
league title.

The success of a soccer coach
should be measured in various ways
besides ranking or win/loss record.
Some important measures of suc-
cess for a coach include enthusiasm.

Motivating and Communicating

Soccer players need to feel worthy,
positive about themselves, and com-
petent.

According to a local football ana-
lyst, a gaffer must help soccer players
meet their needs entertainingly by
structuring the sport’s experience so
that it excites and challenges players.

Motivating players makes them de-
velop a strong desire to demonstrate
their competence and master skills.

Stimulate game conditions

In the sport of soccer, quick and
accurate decision-making is para-
mount. Establishing situations and
comprehending the pitch to make
appropriate decisions separates av-
erage players from good players.

For that matter, a coach has to cre-
ate practice situations focusing on
skills and tactics that are applicable
in a game.

Practicing in a game-like setting
helps players recognize when spe-
cific tactics or skills are necessary.

Also, practicing in a game setting
allows players to learn how to adapt
to the changing playing area using
the right skills.

The game settings should approxi-
mate competition demands. While
at it, a coach varies exercises using
various size areas of play and alter-
ing the number of touches a player is
allowed. This way, a coach can close-
ly simulate real game situations.

A soccer coach’s role is to prepare
and develop soccer players for com-
petition, therefore, a coach should
be ready to either adapt or create
drills that match the unique de-
mands of a team.

Drills provide a great way of ad-
dressing technical flaws in soccer
players.

Yanga'’s head coach, Nasreddine Nabi. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA
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= Ministry pledges to protect historical sites

would be used for tourist activi-

Tanga

DEPUTY Minister for Culture,
Arts, and Sports Pauline Gekul
last Wednesday launched a pro-
gram for the identification of
cultural heritage sites as well as
African redemption areas in Tan-
zania.

Pauline (pictured) said the key
objective of the program is to pro-
tect and make the areas widely
known as historical symbols in
Africa.

Speaking at Kongwa District
in Dodoma immediately after
visiting Kongwa Africa freedom
fighters' camp, she said that Tan-
zania was at the forefront of help-
ing other African countries gain
freedom by allocating part of the
country's lands for settlement
and training freedom fighters.

"We embarked on renovating
these areas without destroying
history, our country's founding
father Mwalimu Julius Nyerere
had positive insights in helping
others by believing that one can-

not be free while his neighbour is
still colonized,” the Deputy Min-
ister said.

She added: "We are required to
respect this concept via inherit-
ing generations. Such a move will
help in boosting cultural tour-
ism."

The Deputy Minister further
added that her ministry will con-
tinue to allocate more funds to the
project and insisted Kongwa Dis-
trict Council's authority should
maintain the area's infrastructure.

She said once the project of

renovating all historical sites
found in various parts of Tanza-
nia is completed, they would be
handed over to the Ministry of
Tourism and Natural Resources.

Kongwa District Commissioner
Remidius Emmanuel pledged to
work on directives issued by the
Deputy Minister, noting that his
district will, during the 2023/24
fiscal year budget, set aside funds
to construct roads heading to the
historical site.

The District Commissioner fur-
ther added that if historical sites

ties, the initiative would boost
Kongwa residents' economy.

Kongwa Identification Beacons'
program coordinator Boniface
Kadili said that the program will
involve other freedom fighters
camps located at Dakawa and
Mazimbu in Morogoro, Tunduru
in Ruvuma, Lindi, and others.

The camps helped the south-
ern African countries of Mozam-
bique, Namibia, South Africa, and
Zambia to fight for their indepen-
dence.
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Juventus reeling after trans

By Terence DALEY

UVENTUS are in deep tur-

moil after being hit with a

massive points deduction

for what the Italian Foot-
b ederation ruled was transfer
trickery on the part of the coun-
try’s biggest football club.

Docked 15 points in Serie A, their
sporting director Federico Cheru-
bini banned for 16 months and fac-
ing a potential criminal trial into
alleged accounting offences, Juve’s
season will now be dominated by
off-field events.

Why were Juventus docked
points?

-- Juve were found guilty of man-
aging capital gains from transfers
to artificially benefit their balance
sheet.

It was a charge of which they and
other clubs including Serie A lead-
ers Napoli were cleared by the FIGC
tribunal last year after it was ruled
it was impossible to pin down the
objective value of a footballer.

However prosecutors at the
country’s football federation (FIGC)
convinced the governing body’s tri-
bunal to reopen the sporting trial
on the basis of evidence from a sep-
arate criminal investigation carried
out in Turin.

The FIGC won’t publish for an-
other 10 days the tribunal’s reason-
ing for a points deduction which
was even harsher than the nine re-
quested by the prosecution.

But Italian media widely report
that the documents from the crimi-
nal probe convinced the tribunal
that there was systematic use of
transfers to massage the club’s ac-
counts.

More courtroom drama looms

-- Juve will appeal the FIGC’s
decision at the country’s highest
sporting tribunal -- at the Italian
Olympic Committee -- who within
the next two months will either
uphold or throw out the sanctions
handed down by the FIGC.

On March 27 a preliminary
hearing will decide whether the
club, which is quoted on the Ital-
ian stock market, and its former
leadership will face criminal pros-
ecution for a variety of accounting
offences over the three seasons be-
tween 2018 and 2021.

Reportedly in their early stages
are two more FIGC investigations
into Juve’s financial activity, one of
which is into their alleged relation-
ships with other clubs in gaming
capital gains.

The other probe is into claims
Juve lied about their players giv-
ing up salary payments during the
Covid-19 pandemic, with criminal
prosecutors saying the club pri-
vately assured players they would
only miss out on a portion of what
was publicly communicated.

Italian media report that Juve
owe Cristiano Ronaldo nearly 20
million euros as part of that agree-
ment.

European football's governing
body UEFA are also investigating
whether Juventus misled them in
order to resolve breaches of Finan-
cial Fair Play rules with a “settle-
ment agreement” in August last
year.

Everything changes

- Coach Massimiliano Allegri
may have put a brave face on dur-
ing Saturday’s press conference
ahead of their match with Ata-

'
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FILE - Juventus’ head coach Massimiliano Allegri. Juventus was hit with a massive 15-point penalty for false accounting
Friday, Jan. 20, 2023 following an appeal hearing at the Italian soccer federation. (Agencies))

lanta, but his claim that “nothing
changes” rings hollow when look-
ing at the Serie A table.

Before Friday’s ruling Juve sat
third in Italy’s top flight and until

Klopp grateful
for small step
after Liverpool-
Chelsea draw

MANCHESTER, England

DESPITE reaching 1,000 games in manage-
ment, Jurgen Klopp must feel like he is at the be-
ginning of a new journey at Liverpool.

An uninspiring 0-O draw with Chelsea in the
English Premier League on Saturday was in stark
contrast to the glorious performances his teams
have produced during his trophy-laden time at
Anfield.

His 250th game in charge of Liverpool laid bare
the challenge he faces to get his struggling team
back in contention for the biggest prizes.

It was only last year that the Merseyside club
mounted a stirring bid for an unprecedented qua-
druple of trophies. Now Liverpool sits eighth in
the league — Chelsea is 10th — and belongs there
after three games without a win. Liverpool is in a
fight just to secure a place in the top four and next
season’s Champions League.

“Arsene Wenger lost his 1,000th game 6-0O (Ar-
senal vs. Chelsea, 2014), so I am really happy that
didn’t happen,” Klopp said.

“For me, it is clear, in this situation you have to
be ready for little steps . . . and this was a little
step today, that’s how it is. I expect progress and I
think from the last league game (a 3-0 loss against
Brighton) it was progress, definitely, and that’s
important.”

There are several factors behind Liverpool’s
sudden decline. The impact of Sadio Mane’s
move to Bayern Munich has been significant - and
compounded by a host of injuries up front, with
Luis Diaz, Diogo Jota and Roberto Firmino all out.

Mane’s replacement, Darwin Nunez, has been
inconsistent in his first season in English soccer
and January signing Cody Gakpo will also need
time to adapt. Virgil van Dijk is another high-pro-
file injury absentee, while Klopp’s aging midfield
looks in need of an overhaul, with England’s Jude
Bellingham widely regarded as a dream recruit.

This is a season of transition, with the FA Cup
and Champions League remaining as Liverpool’s
best chances of silverware after being overtak-
en by Manchester United and Newcastle in the
league. Those teams look capable of finishing in
the top four and maybe more.

MUDRYK’S INSTANT IMPRESSION

On as a 55th-minute substitute, new Chelsea
signing Mykhailo Mudryk injected quality into a
game that looked desperately short of match-win-
ners.

The winger’s move from Shakhtar Donetsk
could be worth up to $108 million but there was
little sign of that price tag weighing him down as
he sparked panic in Liverpool’s defense with his
dribbling and burst of pace.

AP

last weekend’s five-goal destruc-
tion at leaders Napoli were con-
sidered potential title contend-

ers.

The points penalty is not yet

formally reflected in the league
table but Juve were, as of Saturday
night, de facto 28 points off the
Scudetto pace and 12 away from
the Champions League positions.

isaster

Juve could qualify for Europe’s
top club competition through the
Europa League but are also poten-
tially facing the threat of exclu-
sion from European competition
if UEFA find Juve guilty in their
probe.

A bleak future?

-- Without Champions League
football Juve could find it hard to
keep players like Adrien Rabiot
and Angel Di Maria whose con-
tracts expire in the summer, and
with their sporting director out
of action renewals and transfers
will be that much more difficult to
manage.

However Juve can count on
the backing of colossal parent
company EXOR controlled by the
powerful Agnelli family, who have
already approved 700 million eu-
ros of capital increases in recent
years to help a club whose most
recent accounts were nearly 240
million euros in the red.

A entire new board was appoint-
ed on Wednesday after former
chairman Andrea Agnelli -- who
had presided over nine league
title triumphs -- and the rest of
the previous leadership stepped
down in November.

The new board is led by Gianlu-
ca Ferrero, who is trusted by
EXOR chairman John Elkann and
has been charged with helping
sort out Juve’s accounts while
maintaining competitiveness on
the field.

How successful Ferrero is will
depend on how the club fares in
a potential myriad of legal bat-
tles over the next few turbulent
months.

AFP

Arrest shatters Dani Alve
SR ¢ 8. e

BARCELONA, Spain

DANI Alves has spent
his first night in pre-trial
jail for alleged sexual
assault in Spain, an inci-
dent that has left his wife
distraught and shocked
the soccer world.

If he is found guilty, it
will also destroy the al-
ready severely damaged
reputation of one of soc-
cer’s most popular play-
ers.

The Brazilian star, who
denies any wrongdoing,
has many more days
ahead of him at the pris-
on near Barcelona. Un-
less he wins an appeal to
reverse the judge’s deci-
sion to deny him bail, he
will remain weeks, even
months, behind bars un-
til a trial is set.

The 39-year-old Alves
was arrested on Fri-
day by Spanish police
after they spent days car-
rying out a preliminary
investigation into the ac-
cusation from a woman
claiming he sexually as-
saulted her in a Barcelo-
na nightclub last month.

A judge agreed with
state prosecutors after
hearing the testimonies
of Alves, his accuser and
a witness that he should
remain jailed, without
the right to bail.

Barcelona coach Xavi,
who played with Alves
for seven trophy-laden
seasons at Camp Nou,
said he was stunned and
saddened.

When Xavi returned to
Barcelona as the coach
midway through last sea-
son, he gave his approval
to the club bringing back
Alves for a second stint
to provide his struggling
side with some leader-
ship.

“It is difficult to com-
ment on his situation,”
Xavi admitted on Satur-
day when asked at a reg-
ular news conference for
Barcelona’s next match.

“I am surprised and
stunned. T am in shock.
The justice system will

“
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Reporters take pictures of a police van, allegedly carrying soccer player Dani Alves, outside the Barcelona courthouse, Spain, Friday, Jan. 20, 2023. Brazilian

'S Wit

—
—

ty winner

s —— =

soccer player Dani Alves has been arrested after being accused of sexually assaulting a woman in Barcelona. Police say the alleged act took place on Dec. 31at
a night club in Barcelona. (AP Photo)

decide what it must, we
can’t get into that. I feel
very bad for him, be-
cause I know him.”

Under Spain’s sexual
consent law  passed
last year, sexual assault
takes in a wide array of
sex crimes from on-line
abuse and groping to
rape, each with different
possible  punishments.
The worst case of rape
including violence can
receive a maximum sen-
tence of 15 years.

Neither the police nor
the court would disclose
any details of Alves’ case,
and the Spanish press
has included differing
accounts of the alleged
events, ranging from
Alves supposedly grop-
ing the woman to him
allegedly raping her in a
club bathroom.

Before his arrest Alves
denied any wrongdo-
ing. He acknowledged
he had gone dancing at
the high-end club but
said he did not know the
woman and insisted that
he always “respects the
personal space” of oth-
ers.

Alves is married to
Spanish model Joana
Sanz. She publicly de-
fended him before his
arrest. With her husband

in pre-trial prison, she
expressed the pain pro-
duced by the incident
that’s come shortly after
her mother died. She
also asked for the media
to respect her privacy.

“My mother passed
away a week ago. I have
barely started to cope,
so I can’t have you (the
media) tormenting me
with the situation of my
husband,” she wrote on
Instagram. “I have lost
the only two pillars of
my life.”

Alves is synonymous
with winning and an ex-
ample of how an athlete
can stay at an elite level
despite pushing 40 years

old. A rocket-fast right
back in his youth with
a vicious long strike, he
morphed as he slowed
with the years into a
passer who could excel
in the midfield.

He has won 42 titles,
including three Cham-
pions Leagues with Bar-
celona and two Copa
Americas with Brazil. He
played his third World
Cup, the only major title
to elude him, last month.

Alves has also been
one of soccer’s most
charismatic figures. He
loved to ham it up for any
television camera and
joke with teammates.
His flair for the turn of

. GWlJl by David Chikoko

phrase, along with his
crystal-green eyes, dev-
ilish grin and weakness
for colorful fashion off
the field made the di-
minutive Alves stand out
even in the character-
filled sport.

A consummate show-
man, he deployed his
wit to devastating effect
when he was the vic-
tim of a racist act while
playing for Barcelona at
Villarreal in 2014. When
a spectator hurled a ba-
nana at his feet on the
sideline, he nonchalant-
ly scooped it up, peeled
it and took a bite before
proceeding to take a cor-
ner kick. His move went

viral and became rally-
ing point against racism
in soccer.

Now his image as one
of soccer’s wisest minds
is at risk of being shat-
tered.

Mexican club Pumas
took only hours to ter-
minate the contract
Alves signed in July, on
hearing of his arrest in
Spain. Pumas president
Leopoldo Silva said his
club could not be linked
to a player whose acts
could damage its mis-
sion to hold up its ath-
letes as “role models in
Mexico and throughout
the world.”
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| EXPECTED

I'LL Have To ABMIT CATWOMAN
~Jou AR NOT QuITe WHAT




20

www.ippmedia.com

Gliardian

SPOR

Juventus reeling

after transfer

trial disaster

PAGE 19

Fourth meets
third as Singida
Big Stars takes
on Azam FC

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

IT is a tie pitting fourth against third in the
2022/23 NBC Premier League in the afternoon, as
ambitious Singida Big Stars welcomes Azam FC to
the Liti Stadium in Singida.

Hans van der Pluijm-coached Singida Big Stars
comes into the game on a three-game winning run
in the league, having dispatched Kagera Sugar, Gei-
ta Gold FC, and Dodoma Jiji FC.

The trend shows Azam FC has been inconsistent
of late and it has won two of the outfit’s last five
league games. The wins have come over Tanzania
Prisons and Mbeya City FC at home. Four wins in
Singida Big Stars’ last five league matches have put
the home side in a promising position to cement a
top-four finish in their debut top-flight season.

The Singida-based side is now 12 points clear of
fifth-place Geita Gold FC in the race for the 2023/24
CAF Confederation Cup ticket.

It should moreover be mentioned Singida Big
Stars have managed a fantastic home record with
seven wins, two draws, and one defeat in 10 league
outings at Liti Stadium.

The side further has one of the best defenses in
the competition. Only Simba SC and Yanga have
conceded fewer goals than Singida Big Stars in the
league - and that too by a narrow margin.

They have almost the full roster available and we
can expect an exciting and inspiring performance
from their main stars including former Azam wing-
er Enock Atta Agyei. The key to goals for Singida Big
Stars lies with the Brazilian attacking midfielder
who has found the back of the net seven times in
the league this season.

Singida Big Stars will be in high spirits knowing
this is an opportunity for them to push for an entry
into the top three. Victory will put them on level
points with Azam FC with just nine games to go.

Azam FC needs to play to win this fixture to keep
in some sort of proximity to Simba SC and Yanga
and more importantly avoid being dragged into the
uncertainty of a continental ticket in a fourth ver-
sus third battle with Singida Big Stars.

A loss here for Azam FC could do irrevocable
damage to their dreams of ending in the CAF inter-
club competitions positions.

The visitors have plenty of weapons capable of
exploiting Singida Big Stars’ back line.

The likes of Prince Dube, Idris Mbombo, and Ab-
dulhamis Suleiman ‘Sopu’ are still part of a side that
boasts the third-best attacking record in the league
with 36 goals scored across 20 league games.

Ghanaian goalkeeper Abdulai Iddrisu who was
the only mini-transfer window signing for Azam FC
could make his NBC Premier League debut.

Azam FC won the last NBC Premier League meet-
ing between these sides, grabbing a 1-0 win when
they met last October.

Singida Big Stars however got a measure of re-
venge in the 2023 Mapinduzi Cup tournament two
weeks ago, with new signing Congolese striker
Francis Kazadi on target four times in a 4-1 semi-
final rout of Azam FC.
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Azam FC coach, Kally Ongala

By Correspondent Michael
Mwebe

OUNG Africans SC

will look to con-

tinue the club’s

rampant march
towards defending the NBC
Premier League title when the
outfit takes on Ruvu Shooting
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium
in Dar es Salaam in the eve-
ning.

The Jangwani Street outfit,
alias Yanga, is currently six
points clear at the top of the
table after seeing off Thefu SC
with a 1-O win last Monday.

It was Nasreddine Nabi-
coached side’s seventh win on
the spin in the league and the
squad looks unstoppable in
its quest to add another title
to its cabinet.

When one looks at the big-
ger picture, Yanga has only
lost one of their 20 league
games this term - cementing
their status as the top side in
the division.

They can open up a nine-
point gap over Simba SC with
victory in front of their ardent
fans.

The defending champions
have no either fresh injury
or suspension concerns to re-

By Correspondent Theresia
Victor

TANZANIAs youths have
been urged to learn creative
arts to develop a design, cre-
ativity, and critical thinking
skills that are important for the
future workforce.

Thadeo Matheo, a Chinese
teacher at Zanaki Secondary
School, said that arts literacy
helps youths develop a par-
ticular set of skills that are vital
for self-development.

Matheo issued his views at
the celebration of the Chinese
New Year at the Cultural Coun-
sellor of China’s Embassy in
Tanzania last weekend.

He pointed out that youths
should know more about cul-
ture and community through
learning creative arts because
each art form has its unique
skills concepts and capacity to
inspire and enrich lives.

He revealed that creative
arts provide the logical con-
duit through which these ca-
pacities and related skills in
both the social emotion do-
mains can be developed.

“Through the making of their
artworks, youths are exposed
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Yanga'’s assistant coach, Cedric Kaze, speaks to journdlists in Dar es Salaam last weekend on the club’s
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2022/23 NBC Premier League tie against Ruvu Shooting, scheduled for today at Benjamin Mkapa
Stadium. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

port from the win over Thefu
SC.

Coach Nabi may even be
able to welcome the trio of
winger Bernard Morrison,
attacking midfielder Ste-
phane Aziz Ki and defender
Yannick Bangala back but
none of them is likely to
start.

The hosts could very well

field the same starting XI
which took part in their last
game, but Farid Mussa was
less impactful in that game
and could find his spot
under threat from Dick-
son Ambundo or Chrispin
Ngushi.

Coast  Region’s Ruvu
Shooting has been strug-
gling and has failed to win

any of the squad’s last 15
league games this season.
After they were held to
a goalless draw by Coastal
Union in Tanga on Sunday,
the Coast Region side slid to
the bottom of the table.
They are now seven
points from safety and
need to start winning their
games to avoid being cut off

Members of a Dar es Salaam traditional dance troupe put their skills to show in the Tingatinga Painting & Ebony
Carving Exhibition, which took place at China Cultural Centre in Tanzania located in Dar es Salaam on November
1lastyear. PHOTO: COURTESY OF CHINA CULTURAL CENTER IN TANZANIA

to a variety of issues which
instigate critical dialogue and
discussion which benefit their
skills in the long run because
the mindset and vision of the
artist is the most important
tool in his artistic box as he
needs a vision for every piece
created,” he noted.

He further said that arts and

Flexibles by David Chikoko

sports are tools for economic
development and hence tal-
ented youths should develop
their talents and learn more
so they can use their talents to
earn money and support their
livelihood.

Lilian Kimati, a Dar es Sa-
laam-based singer noted: “I
just want to tell the youths

with talent in any arts- drama,
music, art express, encore, and
visual -to strive and will find a
breakthrough and be able to
earn money while doing what
they love.”

“Currently, arts and sports
are the biggest jobs in the
world and we must make sure
that we use them to get jobs,

VBC PL tie

and ease pressure on head
coach Mbwana Makata who
is yet to win a game since he
replaced Boniface Mkwasa.

Ruvu Shooting is still the
lowest scorer in the NBC
Premier League this season
with just 10 goals to their
name in 20 games.

They have signed former
Kagera Sugar and Ndanda
FC striker Atupele Green to
help midfielder Abalkassim
Hamis who has five goals.

However, the departure
of winger Rashid Juma to
Thefu SC is a big blow as he
provided the creative spark
from the wings for Ruvu
Shooting.

In head-to-head stats,
Yanga and Ruvu Shoot-
ing have met in 23 league
matches since 2011/10.

The Jangwani  Street
club has claimed 18 wins
compared to one for Ruvu
Shooting, while just four
games have been drawn.

When the teams met at
the same venue earlier this
season, in October 2022,
Yanga claimed a 2-1 away
win thanks to goals netted
by Bakari Mwamnyeto and
Feisal Salum.

Although Ruvu Shooting
heads into today’s game
as underdogs, they will be
hoping to match their feat
of August 2019 when they
secured a 1-0 victory at Uh-
uru Stadium in the city.

It turned out to be the
side’s only win against Yan-
ga in over a decade of this
one-sided rivalry.

build friendships and use it as
a tool to build motivation to
achieve broad goals to devel-
op the personal and national
economy,” she noted.

Suo Peng, Minister Counsel-
lor China’s Embassy in Tanza-
nia, said the Chinese New Year
is celebrated because it marks
the end of winter therefore all
families come together to cele-
brate and wish each other well.

She stated: “Chinese New
Year is the festival that cele-
brates the beginning of a new
year on the traditional luniso-
lar Chinese calendar in Chi-
nese.”

The official pointed out:
“The festival is commonly re-
ferred to as the Spring Festival
marking the end of winter and
the beginning of the spring
season, observances tradition-
ally take place from new year’s
eve, the evening preceding the
first day of the year to the Lan-
tern Festival, held on the 15th
day of the year.”

The first day of the Chinese
New Year begins on the new
moon that appears between
January 21 and February 20
and this year the moon is set to
appear on January 22.
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