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By Getrude Mbago

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan yesterday 
said that the government is finalizing 
procedures for the importation of Covid-19 
vaccines for rolling out to the general public.

Speaking at a legacy symposium held in Dar 
es Salaam for third phase president, the late 
Benjamin Mkapa, Samia said final decisions 
are being made on a number of issues as per 
advice of experts before pressing the order.

“We are finalising procedures to import 
Covid-19 vaccines to keep our people safe,” she 
said.

Among undecided issues being discussed by 
government experts is the type of vaccine to 
procure among those available, such as Pfizer/
BioNTech, AstraZeneca/Oxford, Ad26.COV2.S 
developed by Janssen ( Johnson & Johnson), 
Moderna or Sinopharm.

The Head of State further reminded 
Tanzanians to continue adhering to Covid-19 
preventive measures as advised by health 
experts so as to remain safe.

“Once arrived, the vaccines will be provided 
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By Guardian Reporters

AS Tanzanians mark one year since the death 
of former president Benjamin Mkapa, local 
and foreign observers have borne testimony 
to the late leader’s sentiments for universal 
healthcare and cutting down on the numbers 
of material and infant deaths, along with the 
fight against HIV/Aids.

These are the main areas in the work 
undertaken by the Benjamin Mkapa 

President Samia Suluhu Hassan delivers speech to officiate the Benjamin Mkapa Legacy Symposium one year since the third 
president died. it was held at Mlimani City Hall in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: State House
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By Guardian Reporter

ECONOMIES in the East Africa region are 
projected to rebound with a growth rate of 
three per cent in 2021, says a new report by a 
global audit and financial analysis giant.

Titled ‘Navigating New Realities,’ the report 
released yesterday by Deloitte analyses the 
economic impact of the COVID-19 pandemic 
on East African economies, surveying 
Tanzania, Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda and 
Rwanda.

Commenting on the region’s macro-
economic environment, the Deloitte East 
Africa financial advisory leader Gladys 
Makumi said that the firm expects East 
African economic activity to pick up in 2021 
with a three per cent growth in comparison 
to 0.9 per cent in 2020. 

“This will be mainly driven by private 
consumption and domestic demand. 
However, the recurrence of lockdowns, slow 
vaccine roll-out across the region, restriction 
in movements and budgetary pressures in 
some of the major economies will have a 
negative impact,” she stated

The COVID-19 pandemic has taken more 
than four million human lives and seen 
economic stimulus packages across global 
economies surpass $13trn, four times more 
than the response to the 2008 - 2009 
financial crisis.

“Considered the black swan of 2020, 
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Zanzibar Anti-Corruption and Economic Crimes 
Authority (ZAECA) is holding 11 people for allegedly hacking 
the Isles’ Covid-19 testing and result issuance portal, and 
issuing negative results to hundreds of travelers.

ZAECA Director General Ahmed Khamis Makarani told 
reporters here yesterday that the suspects—a mixture of 
public servants and private individuals—issued a total of 
548 negative certificates to travelers who were not tested 
as required. 

 The results were issued through genuine documents but 
were not true because testing did not take place. 

“They occasioned a loss of USD 50,000 that would 
have been collected as fees if the individuals tested as 
required,” he said.

“Unfortunately, those who were issued with fake 
certificates include top government officials,” he 
remarked. naming the suspects as Rashid Saleh (32), a 
Michenzani resident working at an orphanage, Peter 
MasikaWafula (41) said to be a Kenyan national resident 
of Kwa Mchina area and working at the Al Rahma 
private hospital.

Others are Hassan Vuai Hassan (41), a Kwarara 
resident and works in the Health ministry laboratory, 
Yassir Said Ali (27), resident of Tomondo and working 
at Zanzibar Aids Control Programme (ZACP) Covid1-19 
Centre, Jamal Abbas Abdalla (38), a Kilimani resident 
working at the Zanzibar International Airport, and 
Abdalla Mohammed Juma (25) who works in the 
tourism sector.

Others are Asya Gharib Haji (39), a Mpendae resident 
working in the Health ministry lab, Salum Haroub 
Amour (24),Miembeni resident and part time worker 

Anniversary 
symposium
hails Mkapa 
health drive

Z’bar nabs 11 in wrongful 
Covid clearances episode

Foundation (BMF) which the third phase 
president created upon retirement in 2006, 
and attested by fourth president Jakaya 
Kikwete as having been a vital partner to the 
government in construction of medical staff 
housing and sending healthcare personnel to 
periphery areas.

Speakers also revisited the way methods 
designed by the foundation changed the way 
testing for HIV/AIDS was being approached, 

Coronavirus vaccine
import procedures
now in final stages

Persons travelling to foreign 
countries with fake documents and 
undergo fresh tests there showing 
they are positive means that 
Zanzibar testing equipment is fake 
and not safe

NBC Bank head of retail sales, Abel Kaseko lifts the trophy after the bank emerged the winner among financial institutions 
for the fourth time in a row at the just-ended Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair, held in the city. Looking on are Zanzibar 
Second Vice President Hemed Suleiman Abdullah (2nd R) and the Minister for Industry and Trade, Prof Kitila Mkumbo (R). 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged 
through economies both globally 
and at an East Africa level, with far 
reaching effects witnessed across 
several sectors. The pandemic is 
now considered part of the new 
normal, though navigating through 
this new reality is expected to be 
bumpy and slow with full recovery 
and rebound in 2021 still largely 
uncertain,” she asserted.

Tewodros Sisay, Deloitte East 
Africa financial advisory associate 
director noted that the past year 
has truly shown that the world is in 
a new reality. Despite the pandemic 
taking more than 150,000 lives in 
Africa and the continent’s economy 
contracting by 2.1 per cent, 
countries have largely remained 
resilient amidst the pandemic and 
continue to charter a new path 
towards recovery as of the third 
quarter of 2021. 

Recovery will be driven 
by tourism, agriculture, 
and manufacturing sectors. 
Subsequently, it will also be driven 
by an uptick in investment activity 
in the private sector with long-term 
effects of foreign direct investment 
(FDI) diversification expected to 
take effect, notwithstanding the 9.6 
per cent reduction in FDI inflows 
into the East African region in 2020, 
the report indicated. 

This year’s publication provides 

high level insights into the 
continued impact of COVID-19 
in East Africa and dives deeper 
into sectoral analysis, the analyst 
noted. “We have also incorporated 
feedback from our clients and 
readers and have included 
Rwanda in this year’s publication. 
The publication highlights the 
COVID-19 sector heat maps across 
the East Africa countries as well as 
provides an outlook of the expected 
performance in 2021,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Deloitte says East African economies on the rebound

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (L) engages with private sector leaders at a CEO roundtable of Tanzania (CEOrt)  members’ meeting 
in Dar es Salaam yesterday. He discussed opportunities for partnership between the public and private sectors to stimulate economic growth. Looking 
on (facing camera) is CEOrtchairperson Sanjay Rughani. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

at the Medical Stores Department, 
Arafa Abdul-hakim Muhsin (30), 
Ministry of Health employee 
in the at Covid-19 Centre and 
MbaroukKhamis Ali (43), Masingini 
resident who works in the Health 
ministry in the Laboratory Division.

“These people work in the 
Zanzibar government and private 
institutions, registered in the 
authentic Covid-19 certificates 
system hence they violated the 
entire system in accessing a secret 
code for the certificates. 

 “When they pass at the airport 
with these certificates the secret 
codes show the certificate are 
genuine while they are not, due 
to tampering with the code for 
their own benefit in disregard of 
the wider adverse effects to the 
country,” he explained.

 “Persons travelling to foreign 
countries with fake documents 
and undergo fresh tests there 
showing they are positive means 
that Zanzibar testing equipment 
is fake and not safe,” the director 
underlined. 
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creating a more friendly 
environment that facilitated more 
testing and a designed programme 
to follow in the wake of results.

Other speakers paid tribute to 
his legacy of transparency, good 
governance and setting up an 
institution to lead the fight against 
corruption as among key aspects of 
his 10 years in office.

Speaking at a legacy symposium 
held in Dar es Salaam yesterday, 
speakers described Mkapa as a 
leader who contributed immensely 
in laying the foundation for 
Tanzania’s path to progress that is 
being seen today.

Apart from his contributions 
while at the helm, the departed 
leader noticeably went ahead to 
mobilize and deploy resources for 
health sector delivery in periphery 
parts of the country that were 
difficult to serve all the time the 
country has been independent, it 
was observed. 

President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
paid tribute to the third phase 
leader and his widow, Anna Mkapa 
for having brought her up into 
attaining leadership confidence, 
the same sentiments expressed by 
Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali 
Mwinyi.

Noticeably the current president 
served on the board of the Equal 
Opportunities Trust For All (EOTF) 
that the third phase first lady 
organised, and Dr Mwinyi was the 
founding chairman of the BMF, they 
said.

Dr Mwinyi invited the BMF 
leadership to hold its second 
anniversary legacy symposium in 
Zanzibar next year, with President 
Samia underlining that the third 
phase leader laid great emphasis on 
Zanzibar reconciliation efforts after 
the January 2001 riots where scores 
of people died as police confronted 
the rioters.

 She said that the late Mkapa 
invested a number of strategies 
while in office to transform the 
country’s development, fight 
poverty, corruption and diseases.

“Mkapa was a man of the people, 
a visionary leader who worked hard 
to ensure that the underserved 
Tanzanians are all lifted and move 
out of poverty. He played a huge 
role in giving opportunities for the 
private sector and attracting more 
investors,” he said.

A panelist at the symposium 
revisiting “The Impact of Mkapa’s 
Life to Society,” former chief 
secretary Ombeni Sefue termed 
the former Head of State a person 
and leader who always thought 
and prioritized development of his 
people.

“The former president believed in 
transparency and truth, creating a 
conducive environment to allow the 
private sector to work closely with 
the government in complementing 
various development initiatives. He 
supervised to see that no one is left 
behind,” he said.

He was the one who initiated 
various development and anti-
poverty programs including the 
Tanzania Social Action Fund 
(TASAF), the Property and Business 
Formalization Programme, the 
2025 National Development Vision 
and several other initiatives which 
are still doing well to date.

He also established government 
institutions including the Tanzania 

Revenue Authority (TRA), the 
Tanzania Roads Agency (TanRoads), 
the Tanzania National Business 
Council (TNBC), the Tanzania 
Commission for AIDS (TACAIDS) 
and other agencies which have 
immensely helped to improve 
governance and service delivery.

In his virtual input, former UK 
Prime Minister Tony Blair said the 
late Mkapa was passionate and 
an outstanding leader not only 
for Tanzanians but the African 
continent at large.

“He has contributed a lot in 
improving quality health care and 
universal health coverage. I will 
continue honouring his legacy,” he 
said.

Former US President Bill Clinton 
said the late Mkapa has played a 
great role in the fight against HIV/
Aids.

“He was also passionate in 
strengthening human resources for 
health, I have worked with him in 
supporting the scaling up of various 
health services including catering 
for HIV/Aids sufferers as well as 
grooming young health workers to 
work across the country,” he said. 

Dr Jakaya Kikwete, in his remarks 
described the late Mkapa as a bright, 
visionary and a great Pan-Africanist.

“He was a passionate leader 
who cared for the poor, sick and 
disadvantaged people. All the 
programmes and institutions which 
he established while in office and 
after retiring speak for themselves 
as to how dedicated and visionary 
President Mkapa was,” he asserted.

Dr Adeline Kimambo, 
chairperson of foundation, said 
the organization has reached over 
20 million Tanzanians through 
various programmes especially in 
the health sector.

“Today also we are going to 
launch a BMF Endowment Fund 
to honor the life of our beloved 
Mkapa. Through the Fund we 
expect to raise 33.7bn/- in the next 
five years which will be invested 
into further supporting health care 
initiatives in the country as well as 
other programs to bring positive 
impacts in the country,” she stated.

BMF executive director Dr Ellen 
Senkoro said the former Head of 
State was always ahead of time, 
investing much of his time and 
efforts to come up with solutions 
to address challenges facing the 
country.

Anniversary symposium 
hails Mkapa health drive
FROM PAGE 1

CCBRT hospital chief executive office Brenda Msangi (C) celebrates with her fellow staff after the hospital’s emerged  the third winner in medicine, 
health related services and technology exhibitors category during the 45th Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair just ended on Tuesday at 
MwalimuNyerere grounds along Kilwa Road in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Z’bar nabs 11 in wrongful 
Covid clearances episode

to people voluntarily and no 
one will be forced to take it,” she 
emphasised.

Late last month the president 
said that Tanzania had joined the 
COVAX facility for Covid-19 vaccine 
access for low income countries.

At a meeting with editors at the 
State House in Dar es Salaam, she 
said that foreign missions and 
international organizations are free 
to ship vaccines and inoculate their 

staff and families.
While the general public awaits 

the vaccine rollout, private health 
facilities were free to purchase 
vaccines and charge people who 
are ready to pay for vaccination, she 
stated.

“What our experts are 
deliberating on currently is the type 
of vaccine to use,” the president 
affirmed, noting that apart from the 
COVAX facility supplies expected 
next year, the country has set 

aside $477m (over 1trn/-) for a 
Covid-19 vaccination campaign and 
supporting economic sectors hit 
hard by the coronavirus outbreak.

“Half of the cash will be spent on 
vaccines, protective gear and other 
medical equipment with the rest 
going to stimulate sectors that are 
reeling from the crisis.”

A number of countries and 
international organizations have 
shown interest in supporting 
Tanzania roll out its vaccination 

programme, which in part awaits 
experts to decide on the type of 
vaccine for the government to press 
its order.

The COVID-19 Vaccines Global 
Access, abbreviated as COVAX, 
is a worldwide initiative aimed 
at equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines directed by GAVI 
(the Global Vaccine Alliance), 
the Coalition for Epidemic 
Preparedness Innovations and the 
World Health Organization.

Coronavirus vaccine import procedures now in final stages
FROM PAGE 1
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By Guardian Correspondent

THE Julius Nyerere Hydro Power 
Project ( JNHPP) steering committee 
made up of Permanent Secretaries 
from 15 ministries has been pleased 
by the project’s construction pace.

Minerals deputy Permanent 
Secretary  Kheri Muhimbali led the 
panel’s visit to the project site on 
Rufiji River.

Speaking on behalf of the 
committee, the Permanent 

Secretary in the Vice President’s 
Office (Environment) Mary 
Maganga said they were happy with  
the construction pace  which is 54 
per cent complete. 

She said the permanent 
secretaries directly involved in the 
project, continue to work together 
to ensure the project is completed 
in time for its inauguration in June, 
next year. “This project is financed 
by internal funds; hence we have the 
responsibility to ensure everything 

goes smoothly,” she added.
For his part, Mineral Deputy 

Permanent secretary, Kheri 
Muhimbali told the committee that 
his ministry was the main supervisor 
in the project’s implementation and 
will make sure it works together 
with the other ministries to ensure 
the 2,115MW project is completed in 
time.

He further said they will 
continue to supervise the project’s 
contractors to make sure thy 

complete the work within the 
agreed time.

For his part, TANESCO Managing 
Director Dr Tito Mwinuka called on 
Tanzanians to be patient and trust 
their government as the project will 
be completed as planned for their 
own benefit. 

The Committee visited various 
areas at the project site including 
the tunnel for diverting the water, 
the dam’s walls, turbines’ centre 
and the power generating room. 

Tanzania Agricultural Development Bank (TADB)’s acting managing director  Derick Rugemala (R) briefs Alliance for Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) 
chairperson  Hailemariam Dessalegn (2nd L) when he visited Bagamoyo based maize flour processing factory owned by two women entrepreneurs 
who are Joyce Donald Kimaro and Joyce Donati Kimaro the beneficiaries from a loan issued by TADB in partnership with AGRA. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

JNHPP steering committee happy with project pace

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, 

Arusha

 POLICE in Arusha Region have 
arrested and are holding in custody 
a soldier from  Monduli base for 
the Tanzania People’s Defence 
Forces, allegedly in connection with  
murder incident which occurred 
last Monday evening at about 
4.00pm.

However, the Regional Police 
Commander  ACP Justine Masejo 
who released the statement report, 
on Tuesday, did not divulge the 
suspect’s name, only that the army 
officer is alleged to have killed a 
Maasai pastoralist, the late Laisi Ole 
Lemomo (aged 26), last Monday 
evening, at Lashaine village in 
Monduli District.  

According to the Regional Police 
Commander Masejo Report, so far 
a team of state investigators have 
already been dispatched to Monduli 
to dig out more information 
on the matter and as soon as 
primary investigations have been 
completed, authorities will release 
a more detailed statement on the  
matter.

In yet another development, 
the Police in Arusha have also 
apprehended a man believed to be 
a ‘sorcerer’ (name withheld) who 
is a resident of Sombetini area in 
the city in connection with the 
child kidnapping, torturing and 

molesting case which occurred in 
the area last week.

The alleged witch doctor is 
accused of having instructed the 
primary suspect, the child’s step 
father, a resident of Burka area in 
the city suburbs, to kidnap then 
beat up, including torturing and 
badly molesting a 4-year-old child, 
being a requirement for voodoo 
spell to make the man rich.

The poor child who had gone 
missing from home, was later 
discovered dumped in a remote 
deserted place, with fresh grass 
stuffed inside the mouth, but 
eventually it came to light that the 
person who tortured the baby was 
the child’s own guardian.

Due to that therefore the 
authorities here are warning local 
residents against resorting to 
witchcraft when should anybody 
suspect that there are people 
practising black magic within their 
neighbourhood then such matters 
need to be reported promptly.

By Guardian Correspondent, Bagamoyo

ALL roads led to Bagamoyo town 
on Tuesday when former President 
Jakaya Kikwete and retired 
Ethiopian Premier Hailemariam 
Dessalegn visited a giant maize 
mill jointly financed by Tanzania 
Agricultural Development Bank 
(TADB) and the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa (AGRA).

The mill is owned by Joydons 
Tanzania Limited Company and 
TADB has given the company 1.2bn/- 
to modernise the factory

After touring the mill, delighted 
Ethiopian dignitary turned to 
former President Kikwete and 
declared to the audience: “Tanzania 
can feed Africa if there will be 
exhaustive transformation of 
agriculture, livestock and fisheries 
sectors…This mill is evidence of 
this probability; it is evidence of the 
huge possibility of adding value to 
crops.” 

He said he has been impressed 
by the kind of investment put 
in the industrial infrastructure, 
adding that the mill will spur 
good agricultural practices and 
agricultural productivity.

Dessalegn is the AGRA Board 
Chairman and President Kikwete is 
AGRA Board member.

TADB Board Chairman Ishmael 
Kasekwa said their board believes 
the investment cooperation 
between TADB and AGRA will 
trigger off the desired reforms 
in the agriculture, livestock and 
fisheries sectors.  TADB, he said, 
will continue to offer soft loans 
to deserving applicants in the 
three sectors in order to support 
Tanzania’s industrial revolution.

TADB Acting Managing Director, 
Derick Rugemala, told the audience 
the investment was spurred by the 
great demand in the agriculture 
sector for that kind industrial 
infrastructure.

 “Tanzania is witnessing massive 
post-harvest losses for lack of 

industries to process products of 
the three sectors.  Because we are 
aware of this fact, we quickly and 
easily decided to support this mill to 
reduce post-harvest losses,” he said.

Rugemala said another factor 
that drove TADB and AGRA into 
supporting the company is that the 
company is owned by two women, 
adding that the two institutions hope 
the existence of such a modern mill 
will encourage regions surrounding 
Coast Region to engage in serious 
cereal cultivation, especially maize, 
and that the company will ensure 
maize growers have guaranteed 
market for their maize.

Joydons Tanzania Ltd Managing 
Director, Joyce Donati Kimaro, 
thanked TADB na AGRA for what 
she called timely critical investment 
support to their company.  She said 
the company is buying crops from 
1,500 farmers in Coast and Tanga 
Region and producing some 150 
tonnes of maize flour a day and 
flour is sold to different regions 
countrywide.

She said with that kind of 
investment, the company will be 
able to serve a bigger number of 
farmers in the country by buying 
their crops because they need those 
crops as raw materials.

Tanzania can feed 
Africa, says former 
Ethiopian Premier

By Guardian Reporter, Kagera

MINERALS minister Doto Biteko 
has said Stamigold Company 
Limited’s general manager, acting 
managing director and its entire 
board and workers should assess 
themselves whether they work for 
the national interest.  

He made the remarks on 
Tuesday this week during his 
visit at Stamigold gold mine, a 
subsidiary company of State Mining 
Corporation in Biharamulo District, 
Kagera Region. 

Speaking to Stamigold 
management and workers, he 
said the government through 
the ministry was irked by gold 
smuggling by some unfaithful 
employees.

“Gold was kind to you to work at 
this gold mine and I beseech you to 
nurture it, and it will nurture you, 
if the firm dies you will lose your 
jobs,” said Biteko.

He directed STAMICO Board 
Chairman to take disciplinary 
steps against those involved, and 
for those who have been taken to 

court, disciplinary measures should 
follow.

For his part, SAMIGOLD General 
Manager, Eng. Gilay Shamika, 
submitting his report on the mine’s 
development up to May this year, 
said all mine workers now work 
hard to increase production and 
were ready to protect the mineral 
resources for the interest of the 
nation.

He praised STAMICO for its 
facilitation towards various 
activities at the mine. 

In his visit, Biteko inspected the 

mine’s infrastructures including the 
gold refining plant and its tailings 
storage facility (TSF). 

He also visited the mining site for 
artisanal miners at Matwiga who 
told him about various challenges 
they face.

In the visit the minister was 
accompanied by the Biharamulo 
District Commissioner kimelembe 
Rwota, STAMICO Ag. Managing 
Director Dr Venance Mwasse, Geita 
Region Resident Mining Officer 
Lucas Mlekwa and Ag, Secretary of 
the Commission for Mining, 

Biteko irked by gold smuggling at Stamigold gold mine

Army officer 
arrested for 
‘murder’ in 
Monduli base

Mnazi Mmoja hospital secretary Hassan Makeme (C) briefs journalists in Zanzibar yesterday on the patients’ precautions against COVID -19. He is 
flanked by the hospital’s medical director Dr Abrahman Khalfan and nurses and midwives service director Haji Mnyonge Pandu. Photo: Correspondent 
Rahma Suleiman 
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In yet another development, 
the Police in Arusha have also 
apprehended a man believed 
to be a ‘sorcerer’ (name 
withheld) who is a resident 
of Sombetini area in the city 
in connection with the child 
kidnapping, torturing and 
molesting case which occurred 
in the area last week.
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By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

Deputy for Minister Lands, 
Housing and Human Settlements 
Development Angelina Mabula has 
ordered for disciplinary actions 
against three civil servants who 
defied directives to be transferred 
from their duty stations from 2018.

The three employees are said 
to have refused to shift to Kilosa 
district in Morogoro Region where 
they were assigned to help in 

combating land conflicts which is a 
serious problem in the area.

The deputy minister made the 
directives when she visited the 
district yesterday during her two 
days tour.

The servants namely William Njia 
from Dodoma,Kasese Karoli from 
Kigamboni and Hassan Ally from 
Chalinze were supposed to report 
to their new duty station the same 
year after their colleagues were 
suspended for failing to address 

land conflicts which was a big 
problem in the area.

The tour was a result of a directive 
by President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
which she made at Dumila in the 
area when she addressed residents 
on her way to Dodoma last week.

“Legal actions must be taken 
upon them because defying such an 
order is illegal and a sign of lack of 
discipline,” she said.

The deputy minister directed 
Morogoro regional leadership to 

form committees to deal with land 
conflicts timely.

Morogoro Regional 
Commissioner Martin Shigela lined 
up a number of initiatives in place 
to address land conflicts, saying that 
the region needs support from the 
ministry responsible.

Recently president Samia 
revoked title deeds for 11 farms and 
ordered that it should be divided 
to residents while others should be 
given to investors.

Defence minister who is also Ushetu MP Elias Kwandikwa receives Uhuru Torch from one of the national racing group members at the border of 
Shinyanga and Tabora regions yesterday. Photo: Correspondent Neema Sawaka

Minister Mabula orders disciplinary 
measures against three civil servants 

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, 

Iringa

THE government of Canada has 
issued US $30 million to support 
Tanzania’s under- five birth 
registration system.

Canada’s head of cooperation 
and senior director (Development) 
Helen Fytche made the remarks 
during the launch of the exercise in 
Iringa Region.

The envoy said the project is an 
example of innovative partnership- 
between the government of 
Tanzania, private sector and 
development partners to join hands 
and design and roll out an innovative 
idea for the birth registration of 
over 5.4 million children since 2013.

“Ensuring access to key services 
and rights, especially for women 
and girls, is a priority for Canada 
under its Feminist International 
Assistance Policy, as it contributes 
to eradicating poverty and building 
a more peaceful, more inclusive and 
prosperous world,” she stated.

She said that the programme will 
unlock children’s rights as citizens 
and is the first step in getting access 
to health services, education, and 
other key rights and protection.

She was accompanied by 
officials from the United Nations 
International Children’s Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF) and Registration 
Insolvency Trusteeship Agency 
(RITA).

The system which is under the 

Simplified Birth Registration System 
(SBRS) which was launched in 2013 
is rolled-out in 20 out of 26 regions 
countrywide.

RITA Chief Executive Officer, 
Emmy Hudson said that the birth 
registration system is a huge 
success with more than 6 million 
children under 5 years registered 
and certified to date.

She said the one- stop- shops 
for registration and certification 
in communities where people live 
makes it easy and accessible. Health 
facilities and ward offices are official 
registration and certification offices.

By Guardian Correspondent, Nanyumbu

COMMUNICATIONS and 
Technology Deputy minister Eng. 
Kundo Mathew has instructed the 
Reddy Fibre firm installing the 
72 km National ICT Broadband 
Backbone (NICTBB) from Mangaka 
to Mtambaswala to adhere to 
the given benchmarks for the 
installation of the infrastructure.

He said in doing so it will enable 
the contractor to avoid destroying 
the TARURA and TANROADS road 
infrastructure as well as water 
infrastructures.

He gave the instructions here on 
Tuesday during his visit to inspect 
the ongoing installation of the 
broad band in Nanyumbu District, 
Mtwara Region aimed at boosting 
communication services in border 
areas in particular connecting 
the services with neighbouring 
Mozambique.

“Any contractor tendered to 
construct or develop government 
infrastructures is required to work 
by adhering to the conditions 
specified in the contract 
agreements and submit authentic 
reports of the said projects so that 
the government can continue to 
trust local contractors for our own 
projects,” he added.

Kundo added that he has 
identified some shortfalls in the 
installation of the broad band 
especially in regard to the depth 
underground for laying the cables 
and instructed the contractor to 
make sure the issue is dealt with and 
pledged to make further inspection 

visit.
For his part, Nanyumbu Member 

of Parliament Yahya Mhata said the 
ongoing Mangaka-Mtambaswala 
installation of the NICTBB has 
created short term jobs to the youth 
in the constituency. 

Raddy Fibre Project Manager, 
Mohamed Mlanzi said he has 
received the instructions given by 
the Deputy Minister and promised 
to make improvements in areas 
requiring such improvements.

The Makanga-Mtambaswala 
NICTBB project will cost 2.4bn/- 
of which 68 out of 72 kilometres 
has been completed and a Broad 
Band distribution centre has been 
installed and was 94 per cent 
complete.  

NICTBB contractor 
urged to abide by 
project’s benchmarks

By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

POLICE in Coast Region are 
holding 71 people, including 20 
women allegedly involved in various 
criminal incidents, including being 
in possession of stolen goods.

Coast Regional Police 
Commander Wankyo Nyigesa has 
said the suspects were nabbed 

during a special 14-day crackdown 
conducted in the region’s five 
districts.

Wankyo said among the stolen 
items alleged found in possession 
of the suspects include police 

uniforms, four motorcycles, 14 
mobile phones, seven television 
sets, two laptops and 35 plastic 
containers of Mico GHold cooking 
oil.

Other items found with the 

suspects include two electric irons, 
two decoders, four sticks of heroin, 
19 bundles of qat (mirungi), 19 litres 
of illicit brew (gongo) and two 
locally made rifles (gobore).  

The RPC said the suspects were 

still being held by the police for 
more investigation and will be make 
court appearance in due time.

He also called on the people 
to cooperate with the police to 
unearth criminals in their areas in 

order to eradicate crime incidents.
He further said the police 

insists on the people to engage 
themselves in legal activities for 
income generation and desist 
from crime.

Police hold 71 for possession of suspected stolen goods

Canada issues 
US $30 million 
to support govt’s 
under- five birth 
registration system 

Dodoma District Commissioner Jabiri Shekimweri (C) launches K Finance branch office in Dodoma yesterday. Left is the firm’s board chairperson 
Devotha Minzi. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph  

Any contractor 
tendered to construct 
or develop govt 
infrastructures is 
required to work 
by adhering to the 
conditions specified 
in the contract 
agreements and submit 
authentic reports of 
the said projects so 
that the government 
can continue to trust 
local contractors for 
our own projects

Ensuring access to 
key services and 
rights, especially 
for women and 
girls, is a priority 
for Canada under 
its Feminist 
International 
Assistance Policy, 
as it contributes 
to eradicating 
poverty and 
building a more 
peaceful, more 
inclusive and 
prosperous world
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By Guardian Correspondent, Masasi

  Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
(Investment)  Geoffrey Mwambe has donated 190 
corrugated galvanized iron sheets and 260 bags 
of cement for the construction of a teachers’ toilet, 
house and dispensary in Masasi constituency.

Speaking on Tuesday during a visit to Chipole and 
Machombe villages in Marika and Mumbaka wards 
of Masasi District, Mwambe said the move was to 
support the government’s efforts to address the 
challenges facing the people of those areas.

“These facilities are part of the government’s 
contribution and efforts in resolving the problems 
they face in order to improve the environment for 
the welfare of the people,” said Mwambe, who is also 
an MP for Masasi.

He said of the 260 bags of cement, 100 bags will 
be used in the construction of a teachers’ toilet at 
Chipole Primary School while 160 bags will be used 
in the construction of a dispensary in Machombe 
village.

“I am aware of the challenge of the lack of health 
facilities and lack of toilets for teachers, so this 
initiative will help to address the challenge,” he said, 
adding that 30 corrugated galvanized iron sheets 
have been delivered and the remaining 160 will be 
delivered in the next few days.

In another development, Mwambe assured the 
people that the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Agency (RUWASA) will complete a water project that 
will enable access to reliable water in the state.

“In terms of water, we have reached a good 
level and soon water will be readily available and 
RUWASA people have already reached a good step in 
completing this project,” he said.

Mumbaka Ward Councilor, Hamisi Nikwanya 
thanked the MP on behalf of the people of the 
constituency for his efforts to help solve the 
challenges facing the people of the constituency.

“Sincerely on behalf of my fellow citizens, I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank you for the 
way you are actively involved in solving the various 
challenges and grievances we face,” said Nikwanya.

Hamisi Msusa, a resident of the constituency, said 
the confidence of many residents lies with the MP 
and the government in helping them resolve various 

Mwambe donates building materials for
teachers’ toilets and dispensary in Masasi

Vodacom Tanzania Plc retail shops manager  Vanessa Mlawi displays the  trophy the company won during the just ended 45th 
Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair (DITF). Vodacom Tanzania scooped the award after emerging the best company in the 
telecommunications sector. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

By Guardian Reporter

EIGHT village communities and the 
Tanganyika district council have received 
over 1.3bn/- in revenues earned through 
a contract with the nature-based investor 
‘Carbon Tanzania’ for forest protection 
activities. 

Minister of State in the President’s 
Office Regional Administration and Local 
Government, Ummy Mwalimu presided over 
the handing over ceremony in Mpanda on 
Wednesday.

The event was also be attended by 
officials from village, district and regional 
governments.

A press statement from Carbon 
Tanzania stated that the payments 
have been earned in return for the 
communities’ efforts to protect their 
natural forests, legally defined as village 
land forest reserves. 

In 2018 the village governments entered 
into contracts with Carbon Tanzania defining 
the process by which successful forest 
protection would be measured and financially 
compensated. 

By stopping deforestation in their 
forest reserves the communities are 
contributing to the global fight against 
climate change. 

“When forests are cut down the greenhouse 

gas carbon dioxide is released into the 
atmosphere. When this is prevented from 
happening the resulting reduction of 
emissions is measured as carbon credits,” 
read the statement. 

Carbon Tanzania fulfils the role of 
selling carbon credits to what is known as 
the Voluntary Carbon Market in order to 
bring revenues into Tanzania for the forest 
communities.

The current revenues have been secured 
from the London based carbon financier 
Respira International who have entered into 
a long-term commitment to purchase carbon 
credits from the project. 

They will work with international 
corporations, who will then purchase the 
credits and use them to compensate for 
their own carbon emissions as part of their 
offsetting programmes.

The village communities, in collaboration 
with the district authority, will make plans 
for the budgeting, disbursement and use of 
the earned revenues in line with local and 
national development priorities, and in order 
to fulfil the obligations of the contract with 
the investor. 

This mechanism is a rare example of 
rural economic development based on the 
value of nature, which also contributes 
to the efforts to mitigate global climate 
change.

8 villages in Tanganyika District 
earn historic revenues from  
forest conservation activities

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has 
said his government will enhance its historical ties 
with Oman including trade, economic and social 
relations.

Dr Mwinyi made the remarks at Zanzibar State 
House yesterday when he held talks  with Oman’s 
Consul in Zanzibar Said Salim Al-Sinawi, during the 
latter’s visit to introduce himself. 

During the talks Dr Mwinyi welcomed the envoy 
to Zanzibar and assured him that the Zanzibar 
government and its people to continue  enhancing  
historical ties between the two countries.

He also assured the Oman envoy that the Zanzibar 
government values all efforts by the Consulate in 
support of various development projects.

He added that his government was also ready to 
work together with the Sultanate of Oman towards 
the reconstruction of Beit Al Jaib and the Peoples 
Palace at Zanzibar Forodhani area.

He said the construction was of great importance 
for the Isles development, stressing that there was 
essential to protect houses in Zanzibar Stone Town 
due to their historical appearance. He further said 
air passenger service between Oman and Zanzibar 
by Oman air has helped to enhance trade between 
the two countries, stressing that the Isles has many 
products that are in demand in Oman.

Ambassador Salim Al-Sinawi said the government 
of Oman was ready to enhance its ties with Zanzibar 
including its support to Zanzibar’s development 
projects. He said the Oman government recognises 
the existing ties between the two countries and their 
people hence his country will boost these ties.

grievances and bring development 
to Masasi.

“Our trust in the government 
of this phase and in you, our 

representative, is great and our 
hope is that Masasi is making 
progress and the problems are 
being resolved in time,” said Msusa.

Z’bar, Oman vow to
boost historical ties
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By Guardian Reporte

NBC Bank has continued to be the 
standout for the fourth time in a row 
at the Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair, which ended on 
Tuesday at SabaSaba grounds in 
the country’s commercial capital as 
it prevails in the group of financial 
institutions. 

Apart from being the main 
sponsor of the trade fair, the bank 
was at the forefront facilitating 
the participation of its various 
stakeholders in the Fair, including 
entrepreneurs, as well as sponsoring 
a business clinic organized in 
collaboration with the Tanzania 
Business Development Authority 
(TANTRADE). 

Speaking at the closing ceremony 
of the exhibition, NBC Bank’s 
Director of Business Banking, 
Elvis Ndunguru said the bank’s 
participation in the exhibition 

has been very productive as they 
have had the opportunity to serve 
their customers while opening 
up new opportunities to partner 
with various institutions including 
the Small Industries Development 
Organization (SIDO). 

“In addition to partnering with 
more than 16 institutions in achieving 
a business clinic in this exhibition, 
we have successfully opened doors 
to other institutions that cater 
to emerging entrepreneurs and 
businessmen including SIDO so that 
we can join forces to serve these 
key stakeholders who contribute to 
industry and trade growth,” he said.  

He added that during the 
exhibition the bank had the 
opportunity to host various guests 
including senior government 
officials like Vice President, Dr. 
Phillip Mpango, who launched the 
exhibition, other ministers as well 
as the Second Vice President of 

Zanzibar, Hemed Suleimani Abdulla, 
who also applauded the bank’s 
efforts in helping entrepreneurs in 
the country.  

“As a bank we are fully committed 
to ensuring that we act on all 
the views expressed by senior 
government officials and clients 
who visited our pavilion with the 
aim of ensuring that we design 
services that match their needs,” 
he said. “NBC Bank has maintained 
a close relationship with SMEs and 
that is why we continue to design 
products that meet their needs 
such as non-collateral loans, digital 
services which save a lot of time as 
well as lower operating costs which 
aim at increasing productivity in 
their businesses,” he said. 

Speaking on the new partnership 
between the bank and his 
institution, SIDO CEO Eng. Prof. 
Sylvester Mpanduji thanked the 
bank for opening doors with the 

Director general of workers compensation fund (WCF), (Left) attends to  a visitor at the Fund’a pavilion during 
the 45th Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair that ended yesterday. WCF had emerged  the winner in the 
category of Issuance and Pension Funds Institutions. Photo: Guardian Photographer

By Guardian Reporter

EIGHT regions have so far 
benefitted  from the donation of 
lifesaving equipment provided to 
various health centres and clinics 
across the country by Vodacom 
Tanzania Plc through Vodacom 
Foundation.

The mobile phone company 
has partnered with Doris Mollel 
Foundation in donating lifesaving 
equipment to various health 
facilities across the country. 

The regions which has so far 
benefited from the donation 
include Tabora, Mwanza, Dodoma, 
Rufiji, Mbeya, Lindi, Kigoma and 
Coast regions. 

Late last year donations were 
made to Muriet health center in 
Arusha totalling 32m/-, St Mary’s 
Kibara hospital in Mara Region 
which received equipment worth 
58m/- and Mlele health center in 
Katavi which received equipment 
worth 50m/-.

The equipment donated 
included oxygen concentrators, 
baby warmers, feeding tubes, 

blankets, blood oxygen meters and 
other vital equipment needed to 
care for prematurely born babies.

Speaking about the Foundation’s 
role in supporting lives of 
premature babies, the Director, 
Rosalynn Mworia said: “We are glad 
to support maternal health care in 
the country because this is an area 
we feel is critical to survival of our 
nation.”

Mworia said that for over a 
decade, Vodacom Tanzania 
Foundation have been keen to 
improve the health of Tanzanians 
by leveraging its mobile technology 
to address the most pressing 
matters in health issues in order to 
reduce maternal deaths.

Mworia added: “These 
interventions are not limited to 
the regions mentioned above 
but rather are nationwide and 
have been recognized as being of 
significant impact. Recently, the 
Foundation was acknowledged by 
the Ministry of Health, Community 
Development, Elderly and Gender 
for its equipment donations in 
partnership with the Tanzania 

Red Cross Society to the Dodoma 
Referral Hospital which included 
baby beds, warmers, photo therapy 
machines and others.”

She said the effects of these 
interventions are measurable 
giving an example of Sengerema 
and Shinyanga regions where the 
foundation’s programmes have 
contributed to a decrease of 30 per 
cent in mortality rates. 

She added the initiatives also 
play a role in building health 
infrastructure whereas after 
completion of the first phase of 
construction of the CCBRT Moyo 
Center will have the capacity 
to attend to more than 12,000 
women.

“Statistics show that each year, 
approximately 213,000 babies 
are born prematurely or with low 
birth weight, of whom more than 
13,000 die due to complications 
arising from that prematurity,” 
said Mworia adding that Vodacom 
foundation will continue 
supporting the program in order to 
continue saving lives of pre mature 
babies.

By Guardian Reporter

SOUTHERN African 
Development Community (SADC) 
ministers responsible for transport, 
Information Communication 
Technologies (ICT), Information 
and Meteorology have discussed 
various sectoral issues of 
infrastructure development in 
support of regional integration and 
development.

The meeting was opened by 
Janfar Abdulai, Mozambique 
Minister of Transport and 
Communications and Chairperson 
of the SADC committee of ministers 
responsible for transport, ICT, 
information, and meteorology. 

He noted that this year SADC 
has witnessed the completion 
of regional projects such as 
construction of the Kazungula 
Bridge linking Botswana and 
Zambia and the installation of 
meteorological equipment in SADC 
member states to improve the early 
warning system and the field of 
information and communication 
technologies in meteorology.

He said Mozambique’s 
geostrategic location and the 
existence of a complex of road, rail 
and port infrastructure gave the 
country enhanced accountability 
in the region, especially in logistics 
for imports and exports from the 
hinterland member states.

In the communications field, he 
said, the region faces challenges 
to meet the goals of promoting 
access to broadband to reduce the 
digital divide and accelerate the 
development of SADC countries. 

The COVID-19 pandemic 

demanded quality in 
telecommunications to enable 
telework, therefore there was a 
need for these goals to be achieved 
immediately and not in 2025 as 
planned. 

Abdulai said at a time the effects 
of climate change were already 
being felt in the world and in the 
region, hence the need for SADC 
to harmonise and complement the 
different strategies and actions for 
greater efficiency and effectiveness 
in the provision of meteorological 
and hydrological services.

SADC Executive Secretary, 
Dr Stergomena Tax highlighted 
notable achievements recorded in 
the transport, ICT, information, and 
meteorology sectors including the 
development of Model Legislative 
Provisions (MLPs) that have served 
as guidelines for implementation 
of agreed policies.

The Executive Secretary 
commended Member States 
for the on-going postal digital 
transformation efforts which 
are aimed at ensuring long-term 
relevancy and diversity of the 
sector.

On the transport sector, 
the ministers approved the 
establishment of the SADC Alliance 
of NGO’s for Road Safety (SANRS) 
application for consultative 
membership to the Road Transport 
and Road Traffic Committee. 

Ministers urged the remaining 
Member States to consider signing 
the SADC Air Safety Organisation 
(SASO) Charter to enable full its 
operationalization and urged 
Member States who are not yet 
members of the Single African Air 

Transport Market (SAATM)SAATM 
to expedite actions for signature 
of the Solemn Commitment to join 
SAATM for optimisation of benefits 
from Africa Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA) and to effectively 
participate in the African Union 
programmes and projects on 
aviation related matters

As part of the implementation of 
the SADC Corridors Development 
Strategy, the Ministers noted 
construction of transport corridors 
and One Stop Border Post (OSBP) 
between SADC Member States 
which include Kazungula Bridge 
and OSBP between Botswana and 
Zambia, Mwami/Mchinji OSBP 
between Zambia and Malawi, 
Tunduma OSBP between United 
Republic of Tanzania and Zambia, 
and Beitbridge OSBP between 
South Africa and Zimbabwe.

On meteorology, Ministers 
called for the strengthening of the 
cooperation between SADC and 
World Meteorological Organisation 
(WMO), the Ministers encouraged 
Member States to collaborate 
with WMO to enhance delivery 
of National Meteorological and 
Hydrological Services (NMHSs) 
to better serve society and socio-
economic needs.

 Regarding the Meteorological 
Association of Southern Africa 
(MASA) which was established 
to, among others, promote the 
development, establishment and 
operation of efficient, affordable 
and accessible meteorological 
services within the SADC region,  
the Ministers noted the offer by 
the United Republic of Tanzania to 
host the MASA Secretariat.

SADC ministers of ICT, transport, information 
and meteorology meet to discuss sectoral issues

NBC Bank emerges winner among financial institutions at  the DITF

Vodacom Tanzania foundation
donates to premature babies  

institution while noting that it 
clearly shows the bank’s intention 
to bring about a service revolution 
by supporting the industrial and 
commercial sector.

“This new partnership with NBC 
Bank demonstrates the bank’s 
commitment to uplifting and 
supporting Small and Medium-
sized Enterprises (SMEs). SIDO 

welcomes this new partnership and 
is ready to work with the bank for 
the prosperity of the small-scale 
industrial sector and traders in the 
country,” he said.  
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MAPUTO 

THE United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP) has welcomed 
a Euros 6.7 million contribution 
from the European Union (EU) 
to support communities forced 
to flee their home in Northern 
Mozambique with food assistance.

The EU through the European 
Commission’s Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Department 
(ECHO) is supporting WFP’s 
response in northern Mozambique, 
a region with one of the fastest-
growing displacement crises.

Since last May, the violence 
in Cabo Delgado province has 
displaced over 732,000 people, 
seven times more than the same 
period last year.

Antonella D’Aprile, WFP’s 
Representative in Mozambique 
said: “The humanitarian situation 
in northern Mozambique has 
pushed people to the edge. Those 
who managed to survive the attacks 
are forced to leave everything 
behind, including their livelihoods. 
We appreciate the European 
Union for stepping forward to 
ensure internally displaced people 
continue to receive urgent food 
assistance.”

Head of the European Union’s 
Humanitarian Aid office for 
Southern Africa and the Indian 
Ocean region, Alexandre Castellano 
said: “It is concerning that as 
the fragile security situation in 
Mozambique’s Northern Province 
of Cabo Delgado continues to 
deteriorate, thousands of families 
are being displaced and require 
urgent humanitarian assistance. 
At the EU, we are committed to 

working with partners, like the 
WFP, to bring life-saving assistance 
to the vulnerable populations, 
most of whom have lost their main 
sources of livelihood.”

WFP will provide food to 
360,000 internally displaced 
people (IDPs) for four months. 

Families will either receive a 
food ration composed of rice, 
pulses, and oil covering 80 per 
cent of their daily kilocalorie 
requirements, for those who live in 
places where supplies are available 
in retailers and the security 
situation is adequate, a voucher of 
MZN 3,600 (around EUR 47.00). 

Vouchers can be redeemed at 
selected retail shops to purchase 
food and other essential items, 
such as soap, sanitary supplies, 
detergents, toothpaste, and water 
sanitizers. Cash-based transfers 
(CBT) provide immediate relief for 
struggling families while positively 

impacting the local economy and 
building economic resilience.

WFP will support over 32,200 
children under five years old, and 
pregnant and nursing mothers 
through the treatment of Moderate 
Acute Malnutrition (MAM) of as 
part of the National Nutrition 
Rehabilitation Programme (PRN) 
in Cabo Delgado, Nampula, and 
Niassa provinces. 

The EU is supporting 8,000 
children under 5 years old for 
three months as a part of the WFP’s 
nutrition assistance which aims to 
prevent MAM among the displaced 
population. 

Given the fragile security 
situation, WFP will also work to 
strengthen local capacity in terms 
of protection.  With the Euros 6.7 
million allocation to the WFP, DG 
ECHO is currently funding four 
WFP actions in Mozambique with a 
total amount of Euros 12.3 million.

By Guardian Reporter, Kigoma

COMMUNITY Development, Gender, Elders 
and Children Deputy Minister Mwanaidi Ali 
Khamis has directed for the establishment 
of one stop centres for victims of gender 
based violence (GBV) and child abuse acts to 
facilitate the hearing of their cases and speed 
up delivery of justice. 

She gave the instruction here on Tuesday 
soon after visiting the Kigoma Resident 
Magistrates Court at which she received 
reports on the conduct of GBV and child 
abuse cases including challenges thereof 
faced by court officials.

She said together with existing efforts to 
establish service centres for GBV and child 
abuse victims, more efforts were needed 
in collaboration with the government 

to reduce or completely eradicate these 
criminal acts.

She also thanked development partners 
involved in the fight against acts of GBV and 
child abuse for establishing hand-to-hand 
centres including their efforts to see these vile 
acts are eliminated.

Earlier, submitting his report to the Deputy 
Minister, Kigoma Senior Resident Magistrate 
Gadiel Mariki said the Court has collected 
views from stakeholders on criminal justice 
to be heard in juvenile courts. 

Some of court officials recommended the 
improvements in the to be established GBV 
victims service centres and working tools.

The Deputy Minister also visited various 
entrepreneur groups to see how they have 
benefitted by loans from Kigoma-Ujiji 
Municipal Council.

Govt directs creation 
of one stop service 
centre for GBV victims

Chibila village farmers in Ileje District,  Songwe Region display maize when Hans R Neuman Stiftung programme officers visited 
them to train them on agriculture reserves recently. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa

CSOs to support government efforts
in combating the COVID-19 pandemic
By Alima Nkwong, HMC

RIGHTS Defenders and Civil 
Society Organizations (CSOs) have 
expressed interest to support 
government efforts in combating 
the COVID-19 pandemic through 
conducting awareness campaigns 
and research on the proper 
COVID-19 vaccine recommended 
for the people

The National Coordinator of the 
Tanzania Human Rights Defenders 
Coalition (THRDC) Onesmo 
Olengurumwa (pictured) declared 
yesterday in Dar es Salaam that 
Human Rights activists who are 
CSOs are ready to support the 
paramount approach so as to 
avoid bringing in vaccines that 
might have a devastating impact to 
the people.

“CSOs are ready to help the 
government identify the type of 
the vaccine to be used and can 
also advise on how they can be 
disseminated so that it can reach 
everyone in the country” he 
emphasized

He also directed members of 
the coalition to make sure they 
observe barrier measures when 
carrying on with their activities 

as they have been doing since the 
outbreak of the pandemic hence 
protecting themselves and those 
around.

“Make sure to take precautions 
during meetings like observing 
social distance, putting on 
facemasks and sanitizing 
yourselves all the time and don’t 
forget to also wash your hands 
under clean running water” he 
encouraged

He also recognized contributions 
already made by the civil society 
through its various awareness 
campaigns in educating the public 

and also providing key facilities like 
hand sanitizers while encouraging 
them to continue being part of the 
government’s efforts in the fight 
against the pandemic during this 
third wave.

Olengurumwa also stressed 
that CSOs who are part of the 
health community in the country 
can also educate the citizens on 
the importance of the vaccine in 
relation to the current situation 
faced by the world at large as far as 
the pandemic is concerned.

As referred to the report given 
last week by the minister for 
health, community development, 
Gender, Elderly, and children Dr. 
Dorothy Gwajima disclosed that 
408 new COVID-19 cases have 
been recorded over the national 
territory since the third wave of 
the viral outbreak was discovered 
here, where 284 are being assisted 
with oxygen machines.

This calls for vigilance as the 
minister also insisted that citizens 
should continue observing 
precautionary measures against 
this third wave which can not only 
be easily spread amongst older 
people but also to the younger 
group.

The humanitarian situation in 
northern Mozambique has pushed 
people to the edge. Those who 
managed to survive the attacks 
are forced to leave everything 
behind, including their livelihoods. 
We appreciate the European 
Union for stepping forward to 
ensure internally displaced people 
continue to receive urgent food 
assistance
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

H
ealth insurance 
(medical insurance) is 
a type of insurance that 
covers the whole or a 

part of the risk of a person incurring 
medical expenses. As with other 
types of insurance is risk among 
many individuals. By estimating 
the overall risk of health risk and 
health system expenses over the 
risk pool, an insurer can develop a 
routine finance structure, such as 
a monthly premium or payroll tax, 
to provide the money to pay for 
the health care benefits specified 
in the insurance agreement.  The 
benefit is administered by a central 
organisation, such as a government 
agency, private business, or not-for-
profit entity. 

According to the Health Insurance 
Association of America, health 
insurance is defined as ‘coverage 
that provides for the payments of 
benefits as a result of sickness or 
injury. It includes insurance for losses 
from accident, medical expense, 
disability, or accidental death and 
dismemberment’. 

Health insurance history was 
made in Tabora region last weekend 
when NMB Bank Plc officially rolled 
out its financing of farmers’ medical 
services scheme in conjunction with 
the National Health Insurance Fund 
(NHIF).

The bank has initially set aside 
5bn/- to finance the ‘Cooperative 
Health’ insurance scheme which last 
week recruited two Tabora tobacco 
cooperative unions as partners, 
allowing their members to get 
interest-free loans to finance their 
annual insurance premiums.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
launched the first formal rollout of 
the scheme on Saturday when he 
presented three beneficiaries with 
NHIF cards during an event  to mark 
the International Cooperatives Day 
held nationally in Tabora.

In his speech, Majaliwa thanked 
financial institutions such as NMB for 
supporting the government’s efforts 

to revive cooperatives and make 
them robust economically. “We in 
government are satisfied with the 
support that financial institutions 
such as NMB are giving to cooperative 
unions. We are also persuading banks 
to address the issue of high interest 
rates which they are now working on 
with experts at the Bank of Tanzania,” 
he stated.

The NMB sponsored health 
insurance cards were given by the 
prime minister to representatives 
of tobacco farmers, Kulwa Mfaume, 
Saleh Mpemba and Athanas 
Semeduke. They are part of an initial 
102 cards the  lender is backing up, 
under the scheme.

NMB’s Chief of Retail Banking, 
Filbert Mponzi said the bank plans 
to increase the 5bn/- earmarked for 
lending to over 300,000 farmers 
across the country. “This amount will 
be increased depending on demand 
for the service and how farmers 
respond to the health insurance loans 
scheme,” he said.

Deals with WETCU and Mirambo 
Cooperative Unions represent over 
200 farmers’ cooperative societies in 
the region. It will be a game changer 
in the insurance sector as apart from 
supporting productive farming, as 
the NMB’s main reason for investing 
in the scheme is to back state plans 
for universal health coverage in the 
country.

Under the arrangement, insurance 
loans to the farmers are interest free 
and will be repaid after harvesting 
and selling their produce. “Today is 
a historic day for NMB as a strategic 
development partner for the 
government and as a bank that serves 
more than four million Tanzanians. 
This scheme will ease availability of 
health insurance for tobacco farmers 
in Tabora and their peers across the 
country,” the banker explained.

Agribusiness Retail Banking 
director Issac Masusu said NMB 
will also issue the next batch of 
90 ‘Cooperative Health’ cards   in 
Kahama district of Shinyanga region.

Social health insurance schemes in 
Africa should not leave out the poor

Public financial management reforms a
key driver for enabling economic growth

P
ublic financial 
management reforms 
are a key driver for 
enabling economic 

growth, improved service delivery 
and overall development in the 
country. Tanzania’s economic 
and development vision  was to 
transform Tanzania into a semi-
industrialised middle-income 
country with a high level of human 
development by 2025. Consequently, 
the country places great emphasis 
on increasing domestic revenue 
mobilisation and implementing 
fundamental reforms in the area of 
public finance. Enhancing the supply 
of and demands for accountability 
is vital to ensure that potential tax 
revenue increases are utilised for the 
country’s development.

Tanzania’s public finance system 
is strengthened in accordance 
with the principles of good 
financial governance, specifically 
transparency, efficiency, and 
accountability.

The programme follows 
the holistic “Good Financial 
Governance” (GFG) approach by 
engaging in different areas of public 
financial management, while actively 
fostering synergies between its 
different fields of action. By applying 
a capacity-development strategy 
based on assessments of partners’ 
needs, the programme conducts 
on- and off-the-job training and 
delivers organisational development 
expertise. It aims at improving 
stakeholder capacity and ownership 
to promote a sustainable application 
of results by the partners beyond the 
end of the programme cycle.

To achieve this goal, the GFG 
programme works in four closely 
related fields of action: Improving 

external audit by building up 
the individual and institutional 
capacities of the National Audit Office 
of Tanzania (NAOT) as the supreme 
audit institution. Consolidating the 
internal audit system by providing 
strategic and organisational advice 
as well as targeted capacity building 
measures to strengthen the internal 
audit units of selected ministries and 
local authorities. 

Supporting the system of own 
source revenue by aiming to increase 
local revenue. The GFG programme 
advises selected Local Government 
Authorities (LGA) on how to better 
manage own revenues in an efficient 
and transparent manner. Data 
management and improvement of 
quality and consistency of revenue 
data are the key work streams. 

Enhancing social accountability by 
promoting dialogue between citizens 
and the government both at the local 
and national level. The programme 
promotes gender equality and 
mainstreaming by building the 
capacities of the “Women, Youth and 
People with Disability Fund”, which 
funds small-scale business projects 
for disadvantaged groups.

The GFG programme 
empowers central actors along 
the accountability chain, thus 
systematically increasing 
transparency, efficiency and 
accountability in Tanzania.

GFG supported the Internal 
Auditor General’s Division (IAGD) 
in elaborating a national “Strategy 
for the further development of the 
internal audit system in the public 
sector of Tanzania”, which was 
officially adopted on 23 December 
2019. This is an important milestone 
for improving the internal audit 
system in Tanzania. 

By  Ismail Lagardien  

W
hen one walks 
around the trials 
and tribulations 
of Jacob Zuma, 

metaphorically of course, it’s hard 
to shake the sense that it represents 
a visage of rising Afro-nationalism, 
the African variant of the ethno-
nationalism that besets much of 
the European world. I don’t say that 
lightly. 

Here we are, then, Tuesday 
morning 6 July (when I usually write 
this column) and Zuma’s people are 
trying to prevent him from being 
imprisoned — after he has been 
sentenced.

There was an “order” of sorts, to 
arrest him if he failed to present 
himself to the authorities last 
Sunday, but he finagled a way of 
staying out of prison for at least a 
few more days. We have to wait and 
see.

By the time this column goes to 
press he may well be in shackles 
and behind bars. However, my gut 
feeling and from more than three 
decades of observing South African 
politics — especially acutely over 
the past decade or so — tells me that 
Zuma will not be arrested and he 
may not serve time in prison.

At best, I suspect, he would 
be placed under some kind of 
house arrest, or the courts will 
reconsider the order that he be 
arrested and suspend his sentence. 
The worst-case scenario is that 
never mind South Africa’s rather 
comprehensive legal corpus, the 
Zuma case will be politicised to the 
extent that it might affect the body 
of South African law. 

An all too brief summary of the 
law — by a non-legal person

South Africa has something of a 
hybrid legal system made up of a 
combination of English common 
law and civilian Roman-Dutch legal 
principles that can be traced to a 
civilian (colonial political) heritage. 
In this context, court procedure 
owes much to the common law 
tradition that includes adversarial 
trial, detailed case reports (including 
dissenting judgments) and general 
adherence to precedent.

In parallel to this, what is 
essentially a European system is 
customary law. In terms of Sections 
30 and 31 of the Constitution, 
customary law is an equal partner 
in this hybrid legal system. 
Customary law was been defined 
by the Constitutional Court in Bhe v 
Magistrate Khayelitsha (15 October 
2004) and is made up of three 
different forms: law that is practised 
in the community; law that is found 
in statutes, case law or textbooks 
on official customary law, and 
academic law.

The current hybrid system in a 
sense replaces the wilful imposition 
of laws during the settler colonial 
and colonial era, which were 
generally foreign. This typically 

marginalised or completely ignored 
the laws of indigenous people. 
A corollary of this is that local 
common law — that which stems 
from Roman-Dutch and English law 
— excluded African customary laws, 
which held together, so to speak, 
the indigenous people of southern 
Africa.

The key, here, is that since the 
end of apartheid, there have been 
attempts to ensure that African 
Customary Law is developed and 
given the same standing as the 
common law which historically 
favoured the colonisers. In so 
doing the attempt is to reconcile 
African Customary Law with the 
Constitution of 1996. Out of this 
ought to emerge a legal pluralism 
through the application of both 
African Customary Law and 
common law, and this pluralism 
can contribute to building social 
cohesion — with one law dominating 
the other, or two different legal 
approaches for the same “crime”.

It is worth bearing in mind 
that during English colonial rule, 
there was a system of “Native 
Administration” — a type of indirect 
rule. In terms of this policy, 
indigenous people could rule 
themselves according to indigenous 
law in certain matters (like marriage) 
while the colonial state retained 
exclusive jurisdiction over matters 
such as serious crime. I should 
stop here, as I am insufficiently 
qualified to say any more than 
that which I have presented here, 
nicht abgesichert — insufficiently 
protected from criticism. 

My formal knowledge of legal 
matters was acquired during my 
study of international trade law 
with a focus on the pre-Meiji era 
in Japan where legal and political 
systems operated in tandem with 
Japanese social customs and put a 
lot of pressure on people to resolve 
problems among themselves 
without the aid of lawyers. It should 
be said, though, that in the Meiji Era 
there were no lawyers, as we know 
them today, in Japan. During the 
Tokugawa period (1603-1867) there 

was a great emphasis on social 
harmony. 

Imagining a life beyond the 
Magna Carta and ‘the African Way’

A set of questions arise. Can 
indigenous or “traditional” law 
supersede common law, and 
given the rising nativism and an 
African turn towards a type of 
ethno-nationalism that besets the 
European world, destabilise South 
African society and force a retreat 
into indigeneity?

Let’s face it, whether we like it 
or not, South Africa’s Constitution 
is crafted on the basis of western 
liberal democracy and more 
particularly, on principles drawn 
from the Magna Carta which has 
(since the 13th century) served as 
the basis for individual rights in 
Anglo-American jurisprudence.

In step with this (if I may be so 
bold), South Africa has embraced late 
capitalist or industrial modernity 
that is constantly transforming 
our social and political economic 
relations. Given that the swelling 
radical economic transformation 
(RET), grouping wants nothing to 
with anyone that has anything to do 
with “white monopoly capital” and 
periodically speaks of “decoupling” 
from the global political economy, 
at what point do they make the 
point that Zuma is being judged 
by non-African laws, and he is not 
treated in “the African way” — a bit 
(slightly) like pre-Meiji era Japan 
shirked conventional Eurocentric 
jurisprudence in favour of 
indigenous settling of arguments 
for the sake of social cohesion.

We know, already, that there have 
been veiled threats of violence. 
Zuma’s lawyer, Christopher Mpofu, 
has threateningly said that sending 
the former president to jail could 
“create another Marikana” and that 
such a decision would “go against 
the will of the people”. Here “the 
people” determine Zuma’s fate, and 
not the legal system. Julius Malema, 
the putative leader of the RET 
faction, is on the record as saying 
white people should apologise, “for 
their rape, for their murder. When 

they apologise, they must do it 
the African way. We need cattle… a 
synonym of money. They must pay 
us billions and billions.”

In April 2016, Zuma told the 
National House of Traditional 
Leaders he would be “very happy 
that we solve the African problems 
in the African way because if 
we solve them only legally they 
become too complicated. Law looks 
at one side only, they don’t look 
at any other thing… They [courts 
of law] deal with cold facts and I 
was complaining [about] that, but 
they’re dealing with warm bodies. 
That’s the contradiction.”

That year, Zuma specifically said 
he would prefer that the Nkandla 
matter be dealt with “in an African 
way” rather than through a court of 
law — the very law that Zuma swore 
to uphold and protect.

What we are faced with, it seems 
to me, is that the law — I spent some 
time and space above to lay it out 
the best I understand it as a lay 
person — is largely derived from 
European principles and practices 
(and therefore “non-African). There 
is a pluralism in South African 
law that makes for traditional law 
operating alongside common law (a 
hybrid system that includes English 
common law, civilian Roman-Dutch 
legal principles, and customary 
law).

Politically, however, there is 
a push-back against anything 
non-African, coupled with an 
increase in demand for an Afro-
centric nationalism (an African 
Nationalism, so to speak), that 
breaks with all things associated 
with “white monopoly capitalism” 
which is code-speak for everything 
from modernity, land ownership to 
providing the basis for decolonising 
everything. 

What, then, does all of this hold 
for a future South Africa? There is 
already an increase in scapegoating 
of non-Africans, repeated 
insistence on “the African way” 
and challenging the Constitution 
(based as it is in principles derived 
from the Magna Carta), all of which 
has distinct echoes with ethno-
nationalism (white nationalism) 
and a fear that the West is losing 
its grip on the world, and that “the 
massive influx of non-whites is bad 
for the West”.

So, with the Zuma case, are we 
perhaps not witnessing the advent 
of Afro-nationalism, the African 
variant of the ethno-nationalism of 
the European World, and a rejection 
of the mainly Eurocentric body of 
South African law, never mind its 
pluralism and hybridity along with 
everything “non-African?” There 
certainly is a lot to think about. 
We’re still allowed to think what we 
want, non?

Zuma saga could become a milestone
in the spread of Afro-nationalism

Jacob Zuma ‘too old to go to jail’, says Malema
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By  Daniel Herwitz   

A
ll democracies are 
works in progress, re-
building their boats 
while at sea. The time 

is now for both South Africa and 
the US to seek radical change in 
the political funding process. In 
the US, a winner is one who is on a 
roll (bankroll). Fortunately, South 
Africa has a head start on this, 
having now begun to implement 
the Political Party Funding Act of 
January 2019. 

The recent absenting of Min-
ister of Health Dr Zweli Mkize 
raises questions about democratic 
governance that go far beyond is-
sues of corruption. The R2-million 
paid to Digital Vibes for Mkize’s 
appearance on the SABC’s news 
programmes seems to have been 
largely raised to fund the ANC, 
with a relatively small fraction of 
the money diverted to himself and 
his family. 

The idea that a minister of gov-
ernment should be paid to appear 
on an organ of the state (the SABC) 
is of course outrageous. But it 
points to a political funding model 
that is flawed to the point where 
it is almost certain to require such 
corruption. That is, that political 
parties must raise their own cash.

It is well known that the ANC is 
out of money and must seek ways 
to pay its operating costs. Under 
such circumstances there are 
only three possibilities: small do-
nations by a broad constituency, 
donations on a massive scale by 
individual or corporate donors, or 
corrupt diversion of funds. South 
Africa lacks a broad population 
with money to donate, and also 
lacks powerhouse donors, so is 
left only with the third alternative.

It is a bad alternative. But so are 
the first two.

Let me share with you the “ex-
ample” of my alma mater, the US. 

I am a person who splits his 
time between America and South 
Africa and has witnessed close-
hand how the US funding model 
has run roughshod over the dem-
ocratic politics of representation 
in the past 30 years. At its best 
the US relies on the first alterna-
tive – modest donation by a broad 
swathe of the population. This 
model works well for the fund-
ing of parastatal entities such as 
National Public Radio and the 
Public Broadcasting Service. But 
it works at best sporadically when 
it comes to funding political can-
didates, given the likelihood that 
party politics will anyway end up 
marginalising them (look at what 
happened to Bernie Sanders, for 
example).

As a norm, US politics rely on 
the second funding alternative. 
Big donors sponsor and even 
create political candidates, as 
the Koch brothers did with Scott 
Walker, who, thanks to a barrage 
of political adverts in all media 

outlets of dubious truth value, all 
negative, was propelled into office 
as governor of Wisconsin. Wis-
consin had formerly been a solid 
democratic union, working-class 
state, but in our post-industrial 
world of worker uncertainty that 
state went rogue right wing with 
Walker at the helm. What Walker 
did to his state from 2011 to 2019 
– stripping universities of funding, 
rolling back workers’ rights, greas-
ing the palms of those who wanted 
bigger and more spectacular guns 
– became a model for Trump’s ag-
gressive, “populist” America.

As with all things in America, 
eventually the funding of politi-
cal candidates turned into an ex-
panding market, into which major 
investment of capital now leads 
to significant capital gains for the 
investor: tax write-offs for real es-
tate, easing of rules allowing cor-
porations to relocate elsewhere 
for tax advantage, whittling away 
of regulation protecting work-
ers and populations from envi-
ronmental waste, elimination of 
safety oversight, etc. All of which 
contributes to spiralling inequal-
ity and further populist rage.

American elections are now of-
ten decided by who puts the most 
money into a media blitz on TV, 
talk radio and the internet. As the 
conversation of democracy, or 
what is often called “the public 
sphere”, is increasingly marginal-
ised by this tactic, genuine debate 
and the articulation of political 
ideas – which prove unsuitable to 
these tactics – reduces to sound 
bite and 30-second accusation 
without evidence. This flattens 
the conversation of democracy 
into an accumulation of memes, 

branding images and negative 
tropes.

This gradual erasure of real 
conversation has in turn been a 
central catalyst for the “post-truth 
society”, since candidates win on 
the basis of how many negative 
ads they can roll out with consist-
ency and intensity. And so John 
Kerry, a decorated Vietnam War 
hero, long-time member of the 
US Senate and presidential can-
didate for the Democratic Party 
opposing George Bush Junior, or 
“baby Bush”, in 2004, was in part 
vanquished because of “swift-boat 
advertising”, which portrayed his 
war record as fabricated. These 
ads, hammering away at network 
television, gradually take on sub-
liminal force, as in: say it often 
enough and it becomes true.  

Federal caps on third-party 
campaign spending were the next 
to come under attack as competi-
tion between big donors required 
an influx of more and more cash 
on their parts to vanquish com-
petitors. And so the Citizens 
United case, heard before the US 
Supreme Court in 2010, led to a 
big victory for the big donor. This 
was because the court agreed with 
the argument that a cap is uncon-
stitutional, deciding this on the 
grounds that political donation 
qualifies as freedom of speech 
and is therefore protected under 
First Amendment rights.

This wild inflation of First 
Amendment rights opened the 
door to a literalisation of the 
phrase “money talks”. Since mon-
ey talks, and talk is protected, 
there can no more be a cap on the 
amount of money donated than 
on the amount of speech a person 

Where money talks, politics walks: The case 
for taking private money out of party funding

may use.
Political donation, now en-

shrined as a First Amendment 
liberty, is now justified in all cas-
es that speech is justified. And in 
America the only constraints on 
freedom of speech are 1) if it rep-
resents a direct threat or 2) an in-
citement to violence.

America finally got to the point 
where the network news would 
report which candidate had out-
spent the other week by week, as 
if this qualified the “winner” for 
office. A winner is one who is on a 
roll (bankroll).

The US has a genius for the ex-

tension of market principles into 
ever new domains of life. Poli-
tics has become the most recent 
victim of this market expansion. 
South Africa should therefore 
hardly look to replace its also 
bankrupt political funding system 
with the big-shouldered alterna-
tive of the US.

All democracies are works in 
progress, rebuilding their boats 
while at sea. The time is now for 
both countries to seek radical 
change in the political funding 
process.

Fortunately South Africa has 
a head start on this: The Politi-

cal Party Funding Act of January 
2019, which regulates private con-
tributions to political parties. Valli 
Moosa, in a Daily Maverick op-ed 
on 28 September 2020, hailed this 
act as of lasting importance, also 
pointing out more acerbically that 
it has yet to be adequately de-
ployed. But as he rightly says, the 
issue is also crucially state funding 
for political parties, which would 
level the playing field and at least 
reduce the need for Mkhize-style 
corruption. It is something to pur-
sue, if South Africa does not aspire 
to the American road, paved as it 
is with gold and diamonds.
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By Guardian Correspondent

A total of 138 motorcyclists (Bodaboda drivers) have graduated from a 
week-long training organised by the Automobile Association of Tanzania 
(AAT) in Dar es Salaam.

The training which was supported by city-based ASAS Group had target-
ed 500 motorcyclists, 363 registered and only 138 turned out for the train-
ing session.

Tanzania Zonal Traffic Officer  Abdi Issango presided over   presentation 
of the certificates to riders who passed their examinations during a cer-
emony held on Tuesday.

AAT vice-president for mobility and tourism, Justin Mwandu, on behalf 
of the association’s president Nizar Jivani, said the objective of the training 
was in line with UN’s target of reducing road fatalities by 50 per cent by the 
year 2030.

He thanked all stakeholders involved   in the training project that includ-
ed ASAS group for funding, Tanzania traffic Police Zonal office for provid-
ing instructor, Traffic Police Education Unit for always assisting in various 
training projects undertaken by AAT.

Mwandu reiterated the need for traffic police to be strict in enforcing 
laws and ensure that no one is allowed to drive without securing a valid 
license to minimize road fatalities.

‘We earnestly request the traffic police to be very strict in enforcing laws 
to reduce deaths and injuries.

“No license should be given to anyone without going through approved 
training school like AAT & others. Also it is high time inspection should be 
carried out for checking the standard of helmets if they are approved by 
TBS and are of high quality. This will also help to contain severe injuries 
both to the Riders and passengers,” said Mwandu. 

Chairman of Bodaboda drivers in Ilala district, Philipo Mtoro thanked 
AAT, FIA and ASAS for their endless efforts in conducting road safety pro-
jects including the latest.

He said they relish good cooperation from the trafficpolice and the spirit 
has to be maintained with an objective of improving road safety. 

Over 5,000 stands as beneficiaries of AAT/FIA road safety training, said 
Mtoro as he thanks ASAS for funding the recent training session. 

Mtoro requested the guest of honour to assist in organizing a data base 
for all riders hence they should have a new look with identifies, uniform. 

He also urged to establish identities and special stickers that would dif-
ferentiate between commercial motorcyclists, three-wheelers and an or-
dinary motorcyclists/three-wheelers.   

AAT Chief Executive Officer, Yusuf Ghor said a survey undertaken in 
two areas of Ilala district resulted in training only 138 riders despite ex-
tending the session for ten days more.

As per exam result it was established that riders lacked road safety 
signs knowledge. However, he said AAT would like to thank Boda Boda 
riders Ilala office for their full cooperation and Tanzania Police ZTO office 
for providing Instructor CPL Theresia Bayona.

Other stakeholders who were involved in the training were AAT Chief 
Instructor Samwel Salehe & Retired Abel Swai from Tanzania Traffic Po-

Bodaboda training 
attracts 138 drivers

lice HQ.
“We are also requesting the po-

lice department to advise motorists 
who lack road sign knowledge to 
join driving school of their choice 
for driver’s refresher course.

Tanzania Zonal Traffic Officer, 
Abdi Issango thanked AAT for fre-
quently conducting trainings and 
other road safety projects with an 
aim of reducing road fatalities or 

saving lives. 
He hailed ASAS group for highly 

valuable generosity of funding the 
latest riders’ training.

He said all bodaboda riders 
should bear in mind that the gov-
ernment has allowed commercial 
transport to improve employment 
in good faith. 

The ZTO said each motorcycle/
three-wheelers must have mechan-

ical fitness, good breaking system, 
tyres, horn, side mirrors, licensed 
18 years and above rider, helmets 
for riders and passengers, insur-
ance, rider must be sober and free 
from influence of alcohol or drugs, 
only one passenger at a time and 
moderate speed. 

He insisted on bodaboda drivers 
to adhere to rules, regulations and 
laws of road traffic while making 

282 million face malnutrition in Africa- UN report 
By Special Correspondent

THERE was a dramatic 
worsening of world hunger in 
2020, a new report from the 
United Nation said. 

According to the report, 
much of the global hunger 
was likely related to the fall-
out of the pandemic.

The report estimates 

around a 10th of the global 
population, about 811 million 
people, were undernour-
ished in 2020.

FAO Chief Economist, Max-
imo Torero said ‘’around 282 
million people are more un-
dernourished in Africa’’.

“In terms of the figures, this 
year 2020 we find that 720 
to 811 million people around 

the world faced hunger in 
2020. This number is ap-
proximately 118 million more 
people that were facing hun-
ger in 2020 with respect to 
2019. What this means is that 
418 million people are more 
undernourished in Asia and 
around 282 million people 
are more undernourished in 
Africa. And in Latin America 

we also seen an increase to 
what 9.1% of the population 
being undernourished to-
day”, Torero said

This number suggests that 
it will take a tremendous ef-
fort for the world to honour 
its pledge to end hunger by 
2030.

“This year report makes an 
important call that we need 

to really act and transform 
the agri-food systems. We are 
facing a huge challenge of an 
increase of undernourish-
ment of 118 million people. 
We have 3 billion people that 
don't have access to healthy 
diets. We have significant in-
crease in stunting and over-
weight and obesity. If we 
don't change the way we are 

operating in the agri-food 
systems we won't be able to 
achieve the SDGs (sustain-
able development goals), and 
the goals of the 2030”, the 
FAO Chief Economist added.

The report is jointly pub-
lished by the Food and Agri-
culture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the 
International Fund for Agri-

cultural Development (IFAD), 
the United Nations Children's 
Fund (UNICEF), the UN World 
Food Programme (WFP) and 
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO).

This year's edition of The 
State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World is the 
first global assessment of its 
kind in the pandemic era.

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Morogoro

THE Tanzania Agricultural Re-
search Institute (TARI) is imple-
menting a new project aimed at 
scaling up production of rice in the 
country.

The project is carried at its Mo-
rogoro based Dakawa centre with 
funding from Bill and Melinda Gates 
Foundation.

The project which is being im-
plemented collaboratively with the 
African Agricultural Technological 
Foundation (AATF), Hybrid East 
Africa Limited (HEAL) through 
the Alliance for Hybrid Rice in Af-
rica (AHyRA) focuses on enhancing 
farmers' access to hybrid rice tech-
nologies and promoting adoption 
of hybrid seeds in the Tanzania and 
Kenya.

It is implemented through public 
private partnerships and it incorpo-
rates testing of the hybrid rice va-
rieties in different agro-ecological 
zones to ensure that farmers have 
the best varieties to maximize rice 
yields.

The AATF and HEAL hybrid yield 
up to 12 hactares compared to Open 
pollinated varieties (OPV) that yield 
8 metric tonnes

TARI partners with 
AATF, HEAL to improve 
seed varieties and rice 
production in Tanzania

Dubbed 'Hybrid Rice Project', the 
project has beed dubbed a timely 
initiative which has attracted at 
least 400 farmers in Dakawa Town-
ship of Mvomero District in Moro-
goro region targets to introduce the 
hybrid rice seed varieties with bet-
ter grain quality, good aroma as well 
as high yields, among others.

Through the project, four hybrid 
rice varieties are under multiloca-
tional trials in Tanzania and best 
performing hybrids that are pre-
ferred by farmers will be submit-
ted for evaluation by the Tanzania 
Official Seed Certification Institute 
(TOSCI) before certification.

At the special irrigation scheme 
in Dakawa,  estimated to the tune 
of 5000 acres, TARI has earmarked 
a least 100 hactare specifically for 
undertaking research and seed 
trials with the deal to ensure the 
rice farmers and processors in the 
country with wide choice of rice va-
rieties.

Speaking during a special farm-
er's field day, tailored among oth-
ers to give the involved farmers 
a platform to select the best seed 
varieties, Dr. Jerome Mghase, man-
ager for TARI- Dakawa Center, and 
observed that despite being among 
best countries for the production of 

full use of the absorbed knowl-
edge. 

He warned riders to abstain 
from involvement in sexual ac-
tivities with school girls, criminali-
ties. Finally he requested riders to 
make use of the training opportu-
nities so as to enjoy their job and 
assist in saving lives of pedestrians 
and passengers alike.

Zonal Traffic Officer Abdi Issango (C) presents a certificate to  bodaboda rider Joyce Mbembati (L) during a presentation ceremony in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Right is CEO of the Automobile Association of Tanzania  Yusuf Ghor. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

rice in East Africa.
He said the country has been en-

dowed with favorable weather to 
support cultivation of rice but the 
sub sector is crippled with short-
age of enough hybrid seed varieties 
and needed agronomic practices 
among the farmers.

During the 2019/2020, the coun-
try managed to heighten rice pro-
duction from 2.2 metric tonnes to at 
least 4.4 metric tonnes.

"In Tanzania, rice production 
sector is also crippled with poor 
adoption of improved seed varie-

ties among the fat as statistics de-
picts that only 28 percent of fart are 
using the improved seeds. Among 
others to this project gears to sensi-
tize the day to start using the better 
seeds so as to improve production," 
he expressed.

For his part, Barnabas Sitta, re-
searcher at TARI - Dakawa Center, 
said the project was majoring to 
produce seed varieties with focus 
to quench a thirst of rice market 
driven traits.

The focus, according to him, was 
to produce the varieties that will 

commercials enable the country 
to compete highly in the world rice 
market, but also, fueling efforts 
by the country to attain the much 
needed food security.

Edith Kouko, Project Office for 
Hybrid Rice Project' from Kenya, 
detailed that the project is work-
ing with private seed companies 
and other key partners along the 
rice value chain through AHyRA to 
ensure  professional development, 
promotion and sustainability of hy-
brid rice technologies towards rice 
sufficiency in Africa.

 “Hybrid rice technology is one of 
the fastest means of achieving food 
security as the significant increase 
in productivity has a huge potential 
in meeting the rapidly increasing 
consumption rates across the conti-
nent," she explained.

Tanzania's rice statistics shows 
that at least 71 of rice in Tanzania 
is grown under rain fed conditions 
with about half of the county's rice 
is grown by 239, 000 smallholder 
farmers in Tabors to Shinyanga, 
and Morogoro regoions in the cen-
tral corridor.
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By  Lukhanyo Nkombisa   

T
he industry has been thriving in 
the past year, despite the Covid-19 
pandemic. Two landmark export 
agreements have come to fruition 

and exports are expected to grow by up to 
500,000 tons in the next three to five years. 

As our economy continues to take enor-
mous strain from ongoing Covid-19 restric-
tions, it is worth reflecting on how best we 
can continue to grow it while ensuring that 
the outcomes of this growth benefits as many 
people as possible, especially those who, ow-
ing to our painful history, were deliberately 
excluded from economic opportunities.  

These are questions that have exercised us 
in the citrus industry, especially within the 
CGA Grower Development Company, which 
was established to support black citrus grow-
ers. Standing almost alone among many oth-
er sectors of the economy, the South African 
citrus industry has had an excellent year de-
spite the impact of Covid-19. This has been 
due to increased global demand for citrus 
produce, but also in large measure owing to 
the hard work and innovation of our local 
growers.

Local citrus exports are expected to grow 
by a further 500,000 tons over the next 
three to five years, making the future of our 
industry certainly seem bright — as long as 
we can continue to optimise, expand and re-
tain overseas markets.

We celebrated as the first South African 
shipment of citrus headed off to the Philip-
pines last month. This historic occasion fol-
lowed 12 years of negotiations between the 
two countries, with a landmark work plan 
finally signed by the Department of Agricul-
ture, Land Reform and Rural Development 
and the Philippines Bureau of Plant and In-

When life gives you lemons: Citrus industry bears fruit for all
(in terms of carton num-
bers) by more than 25% in 
the past year alone.

In our home market, 
black growers supplied 
more than 400,000 car-
tons of fruit to South Af-
rican grocery stores and 
supermarkets in 2020, 
ensuring consumers had 
access to vitamin C dur-
ing the pandemic.

The Citrus Growers’ 
Association Grower De-
velopment Company 
(CGA-GDC), which was 
established in 2016 to 
facilitate transformation 
within the industry, has 
worked with government 
and other social partners 
over the past five years 
to support black grow-
ers. This has included as-
sistance with enterprise 
development through 
technical and business 
management support, 
along with programmes 
to help them upskill and 
achieve regulatory com-
pliance for the local and 
international commer-
cialisation of their pro-
duce.

We have also helped 
provide critical infra-
structure and equipment 
on their farms. We are 
thrilled that our inter-
ventions are clearly hav-
ing a positive impact on 

the sector. We hope to 
continue expanding our 
support for black farmers 
and recently finalised a 
four-year transformation 
plan that aims to increase 
the profitability and sus-
tainability of black citrus 
enterprises.     The plan 
focuses on the continued 
provision of enterprise 
development and the roll-
out of socioeconomic de-
velopment programmes 
in rural communities, 
and on having more black 
growers in industry lead-
ership positions.

We also hope to contin-
ue playing a critical role 
in helping black growers 
to secure title deeds and 
water-use licences for 
their farms. In this re-
gard, the CGA-GDC regu-
larly facilitates between 
growers and government 
departments to remove 
any blockages in the issu-
ing of deeds and licences.  

With so much to cel-
ebrate in the citrus indus-
try, the CGA-GDC looks 
forward to continuing to 
fulfil its main objective 
— to grow the volume, 
value and level of partici-
pation of black growers 
and thereby contribute 
to meaningful and inclu-
sive economic growth in 
South Africa.

dustry at the end of 2020.
This new market presents an export potential of 20,000 

tons of citrus fruit, with earnings of close to R205-million 
annually. It will also create desperately needed jobs, par-
ticularly in rural areas where unemployment is rife.

Another welcome milestone was the recent signing of a 
revised citrus protocol between South Africa and China by 
Agriculture Minister Thoko Didiza, which will allow lem-
ons to be shipped to the Chinese market. With local lemon 
production expected to grow by 175,000 metric tons by 
2024, the finalisation of the revised protocol means China 
will become a critical new market for this growth, securing 
R325-million in new export revenue and 800 new jobs.

We are also extremely proud that the successes in the cit-

rus industry have been felt by black citrus growers across 
the country. This is part of a sustained focus in the industry 
aimed at making it more inclusive and ensuring that those 
previously excluded from opportunity are given every 
chance to reach their full potential.

Locally, black citrus growers have achieved a 40% in-
crease in their production figures across the board. Several 
farms and black growers recorded an increase in output 
of between 40,000 and 99,000 cartons between 2019 and 
2020. Most farms increased their output to local markets 
by an astounding 55%. When it comes to increased market 
access, 75% of black citrus growers in South Africa current-
ly export their produce to overseas markets, with black 
growers in the Eastern Cape increasing their export figures 

  By Olusina Thorpe 

I
n 2009, a popular girls' music group, 
Kush, sang an endearing song about 
Nigeria. In that song, they called on Ni-
gerians to live in unity, emphasising that 

"our strength is in our diversity'.
The diversity in Nigeria has since posed a 

recurring challenge for the country. We have 
survived a protracted civil war, as well as nu-
merous socio-political adversities.

Being a Nigerian means different things to 
different people. To some, being a Nigerian 
equals being strong, resilient and focused, 
while to others it means being confident, 
kind and humorous. What is, however, not in 
doubt is that a typical Nigerian loves life. He 
is optimistic. He is loving and hospitable irre-
spective of ethnic or religious affiliation.

That is why it amazes me whenever I hear 
horrible tales of banditry, kidnapping, maim-
ing and wanton destruction going on across 
different parts of the country. That, in my es-
timation, does not really define who we are.

Yes, we have ethnic differences. Sure, we 
have religious alterations. Naturally, we have 
political differences. But then, we are not vi-
cious. We are not destructive. While grow-
ing up, I could recollect being in the midst of 
people of mixed ethnic and religious back-
grounds. But we never saw ourselves from 
that framework of our diversity. Rather, we 
related as brothers and sisters. One nation. 
One destiny.

A friend who is from Ekiti State recently 
told me that as a primary school pupil he rel-
ished being in the company of young Fulani 
herdsmen who lived in a colony in their com-
munity. They were accepted by the commu-
nity. Indeed, their children, according to my 
friend, had a reasonable grasp of the local dia-
lect. He further told me that his parents had 
scores of cows that were in the custody of the 

Nigeria will rise again! All we need to do is to see ourselves as one; eschew 
divisive tendencies and rally together as a people. At 
various times, in human history, human beings have 
proven their toughness in overcoming forces that stand 
against progress. They have shown that great things are 
possible and that man is capable of recording incred-
ible successes in the face of massive odds.

Now is the time for the great renewal of our minds in 
order to engender positive change for our nation. A lot 
of nations have experienced tough times, but they have 
since moved on to greater heights.

Nigeria and Nigerians must not be an exception. 
Even as we think and get perplexed and angry about 
recent negative events, we must not give up hope. We 
must keep faith with the future of our dreams.

Nigeria is our country. We must make all efforts to 
ensure that it works for us and the coming generations.

In the words of John Maxwell, "Our destiny is deter-
mined, not by what we possess, but by what possesses 
us," hence, rather than allow hatred, bitterness, envy, 
nepotism and such destructive emotions to possess 
us, we should open our hearts to hope, love and broth-
erliness.

This brings to mind the inspiring story of a 65-year-
old medical doctor from Ogun State, Dr Isa Akinbode, 
who was recently rewarded with a sum of N13.9m and 
a brand new car by the Borno State Government for 
leaving his comfort zone to provide professional ser-
vices in a community under the threat of Boko Haram 
insurgency.

Akinbode, at the peak of the Boko Haram insur-
gency, was living in the General Hospital, Monguno, 
offering healthcare services to patients even when the 
town was faced with the severest threat from the ter-
rorist group.

Akinbode, who graduated from the University of Mai-
duguri, later joined the Borno State Civil Service where 
he served for 22 years before he retired in 2016 at the 
Monguno General Hospital.

After his retirement, he remained in Borno to offer 
voluntary medical services to the victims of insurgency 
despite the fact that he was abducted and subsequently 
released by the insurgents.

herdsmen.
Sadly, all that seems to have changed now 

as the demons of ethnicity, barbarism and 
savagery seem to have suddenly taken firm 
root in our nation. Suddenly, children are no 
longer safe at schools, as the fear of kidnap-
pers has become the beginning of wisdom. 
Banditry and senseless destruction have be-
come the order of the day. Is this really who 
we are?

No doubt, the Nigerian state comprises 
various ethnic, native or tribal groups with 
their particular shared cultural identities, 
customs, traditions and other identities in-
tact.

It is not strange, therefore, that, once in a 
while, the constituent units in the country 
fan the embers of nepotism and ethnicism. 
Consequently, disunity has become a consist-
ent dividing factor in the nation. The various 
components of the nation view national is-
sues from diverse perspectives.

But then, despite this, as aforementioned, 
we have always lived as brothers and sisters, 
especially when it comes to values and pas-
sions that we share in common. When, for in-
stance, our youths find themselves in differ-
ent parts of the country during the National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC), they integrate 
easily.

In-fact, through the programmes, inter-
tribal marriages have been consummated. 
Equally, some corps members, seeing the 
limitless possibilities for prosperity in their 
host communities, have stayed back in those 
communities to earn a living.

This goes to show that we could coexist as 
a nation and enjoy enduring prosperity, de-
spite our obvious differences. Ours is not the 

only nation with such differences. Some of the greatest and most prosper-
ous nations of the world equally have similar tendencies. But they always 
define their existence with what mutually binds them together as against 
what could tear them apart.

In my view, that is the path of wisdom. That is the path of unity, prosper-
ity and peace. Therefore, the time has come for us as a nation to embrace 
positive change in every aspect of our national life.

If Nigeria is to attain real greatness, we must begin to imbibe new ethos, 
eschew tribalism, and divisive tendencies that polarise our people. Our 
huge population should be deployed as a great asset for economic emanci-
pation; it should not be a liability.

It needs to be stressed that there is nothing peculiar or extreme about 
our national challenges. Several countries have had similar or same experi-
ences and have been able to surmount them. The only difference is that 
while others identify their challenges and diligently work on them, we seem 
to allow ours to tear us apart.

In spite of the misgivings, I candidly believe that Nigeria will rise again. 
Really, could all these adversities be a learning-experience? Could it be that 
in the not-too-distant future, the country will turn the corner and return to 
the path of honour and greatness?

Is it possible that Nigeria's glory and glorious days are still ahead of her? 
What would succeeding or future generations say about Nigeria? Although 
present precursors do not point to a hopeful and optimistic future, but I 
dare to affirm that Nigeria will achieve true nationhood in our lifetime.
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By Beatrice Philemon

W
OMEN entrepreneurs who face 
difficulties in accessing loans 
from financial institutions may 
soon find the going being easier 

thanks to Tanzania Women Chamber of Com-
merce decision to set up savings and credit co-
operative society.

TWCC Saccos Administrative and Finance 
Coordinator, Nelson Mbalamwezi said in Dar es 
Salaam this week during the climax of the 45th 
Dar es Salaam International Trade Fair that many 
women face challenges to get loans to invest in 
their businesses.

“We have decided to set up TWCC Saccos be-
cause we believe that it will help ease our mem-
bers access to credit even without having collat-

eral,” Mbalamwezi said noting that most TWCC 
members have property which belong to families 
with the husband as custodian.

He said so far, some 35 members of the 127 
members, have already received loans from the 
Saccos without the need for collateral.  He said 
members can get up to 10m/- in personal loans. 
“TWCC members only pay 10 percent interest 
rate to enable us maintain office administration,” 
he said. He said borrowers are required to repay 
the loan through monthly instalments. 

Mbalamwezi further challenged members to 
engage in cross border trading which is a lucrative 
market provided for under East African Commu-
nity. “We also invite other women to who are not 
TWCC members to come and join us to exploit a 
number of opportunities available,” he urged.

TWCC’s CEO, Mwajuma Hamza (pictured)
explained that apart from accessing  loans, the 

Women’s chamber sets up Saccos 
to ease loan access for members

NAIROBI 

Water bills are set to increase in 
the wake of pressure from the World 
Bank for new conservation levies 
and increased regulatory charges for 
water companies.

The multilateral financier reckons 
that Kenyan water service providers 
should cover 70 percent of the Water 
Resource Authority’s (WRA) budget 
from the current 30 percent. Intro-
duction of fresh water conservation 
levies will see the service providers 
pass the additional costs to homes 
and businesses for piped water and 
sewerage.

“To enhance access to water and 
sanitation services, and improve the 
management and conservation of 
water resources… implements new 
water abstraction charges and water 
conservation levies,” the World Bank 
said. Abstraction charges are what 
the licensed water providers pay the 
WRA for accessing the commodity 
from natural sources like rivers.

“The current water abstraction 
charges do not provide adequate 
economic incentives for water con-
servation, nor generate enough fi-
nancial resources to enable WRA to 
perform its regulatory functions,” 
the World Bank said.

The World Bank’s push for higher 
water levies was revealed in an ad-
visory to the government after it ap-
proved a new loan for Kenya valued 
at Sh80 billion to help the country 
continue responding to the Covid-19 
pandemic and address its debt vul-
nerabilities.

“The proposed changes affect 
companies that harvest raw water 
from rivers. The water companies 
will call for an increase from the reg-
ulator to reflect the higher cost of ob-
taining the water,” said a top execu-
tive at the Water Services Regulatory 

Water bills set to rise on World Bank loan terms

A man fetches water from a tap at Nyeri Water and Sewerage Company (Nyewasco) plant at Gatei in Nyeri on February 16, 2015. 

JOHANNESBURG 

The bank and two of its senior officials 
have been fined and debarred from certain 
banking practices for exchange rate fraud.

Standard Bank has appointed an un-
named acting CEO to replace the outgo-
ing country MD, Adimohanma Chukwuma 
Nwokocha, who was fined roughly R1.5 mil-
lion by the Bank of Mozambique this week 
for fraudulent activities, following an on-
site inspection by the bank.

Also fined was Domingos Francisco Ma-
deira, director of corporate and investment 
banking “for serious infringements of pru-
dential and exchange rate nature,” accord-
ing to a statement by Bank of Mozambique. 
Madeira was fined the equivalent of R3.3 
million.

Standard Bank was fined the equivalent 
of R66.18 million ($4.6 million) and sus-
pended from currency exchange activities 
for a year. Both senior bank officials are de-
barred from management functions in the 
financial sector for six years.

The fines were imposed on the bank and 
its two senior officials for manipulating ex-
change rates, setting up an illegal payments 
system outside the country and carrying 
out irregular financial derivatives opera-
tions to hedge exchange rate risks, among 
others. The statement says Standard Bank 
is cooperating with Bank of Mozambique 
to remedy the irregularities.

Last week Club of Mozambique reported 
that Standard Bank customers with for-
eign currency accounts suddenly found 
themselves unable to access their salaries. 
This followed the decision by the Bank of 
Mozambique to suspend all activities in-
volving the conversion of foreign currency 
in the foreign exchange markets. Standard 
Bank is one of the top three banks in the 
country.

Standard Bank issued the following state-
ment: “In keeping our customers, partners 
and the general public informed, Standard 
Bank Mozambique would like to advise 
that we will continue to engage with Banco 
de Mozambique for clarification on the for-

eign exchange allegations. Besides the af-
fected areas, we wish to assure our custom-
ers that the daily operations of the bank 
will not be affected.  As part of Standard 
Bank’s business continuity processes, an 
acting chief executive has been appointed 
to lead our executive management team.

“Standard Bank Mozambique is com-
mitted to doing business ethically and re-
sponsibly. In addition, our governance and 
compliance processes remain rigorous as 
we regard our reputation as our most valu-
able asset.”

Bank of Mozambique says the one-year 
ban on forex-related activities could be 
lifted early based on progress made in 
remedying the irregularities. 

“Such measures include, by the (Stand-
ard Bank) shareholders, the presentation 
and implementation of a credible action 
plan of remediation of irregularities and, 
by the Bank of Mozambique, the place-
ment of a resident inspector which will en-
sure continuous monitoring of the action 
plan.”

Standard Bank appoints acting CEO in Mozambique, after R66.18m fine

chamber has already established 
platforms to enable women engage 
in cross border trade. Hamza urged 
women to make good use of the plat-
forms to discuss issues affecting their 
businesses so that management can 
search for solutions.

“These platforms are also meant 
to allow members share experiences 
and challenges they face while doing 
cross border trade,” she said while 
noting that TWCC was set up to sup-
port women entrepreneurs across 
the country. The chamber has also 
conducted training of members of 
competitive business practises espe-
cially under the EAC customs union 
protocol.

Bank of Mozambique governor, Rogerio Zandamela. 

NEW DELHI 

India formally set up a bad loan 
bank as part of efforts to remove 
one of the world’s largest piles of 
soured debt from the balance sheet 
of financiers and boost lending.

The bank was registered as the 
National Asset Reconstruction 
Company on July 7, with Padmaku-
mar Madhavan Nair as managing 
director, according to filings with 
the Registrar of Companies, where 
business establishments must reg-
ister before becoming operational. 
Its paid-up capital is 746 million 
rupees ($10m), according to the fil-
ing. Mr Nair previously worked at 
the State Bank of India where he 
handled the resolution of stressed 
assets.

Sunil Mehta, chief executive of 
the Indian Banks’ Association, will 
be a director while SBI’s Salee Nair 
and Canara Bank’s Ajit Nair are 
nominee directors on the board, 
according to the filing. The bad 
loan bank will be owned by gov-
ernment-run and private sector 
lenders and will allow financiers 
to transfer as much as 2 trillion ru-
pees of soured loans.

The will effectively free them 
from years of carrying and pro-
viding for these loss-making as-
sets. The announcement of such 
an entity was first made by India’s 
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man in her budget speech in Febru-
ary. The government’s decision to 
start the bad loan bank comes after 
an overhauled bankruptcy process 
unveiled in 2016 only resulted in 
muted success.

The bad loan bank will provide 
much-needed relief to Indian lend-
ers struggling to bring down their 
massive problem debt pile that has 
eroded profit and constrained their 
ability to lend. It is intended to be 
a fillip to Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s attempts to boost credit flow 
to revive the South Asian economy, 
which has shrunk the most in about 
seven decades due to coronavirus-
induced slowdown.

India 
sets up 
bank 
for bad 
loans in 
push to 
boost 
credit

et to top up the public purse.
Under the administration of former 

President Mwai Kibaki, Kenya kept away 
from this type of credit, with most of the 
support from institutions like the IMF and 
the World Bank coming in the form of pro-
ject support. Kenya has recently faced a 
deteriorating cash-flow situation, marked 
by falling revenues, worsening debt ser-
vice obligations, and the effects of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

The Treasury also came under pressure 
from the IMF to double the value added 
tax (VAT) on all petroleum products in an 
effort to cut budget deficit and tame public 
borrowing. More recently, soaring demand 
for water and poor weather have led to 
shortages in most towns.

Board (WSRB), which approves 
new tariffs. The board reckons that 
a number of water firms, including 
Nairobi City Water and Sewerage 
Company (NCWSC), are due for 
tariff review.

The service providers have been 
campaigning for the review of tar-
iffs that were last revised more than 
five years ago in order to cover the 
ballooning costs of operation and 
maintenance. Under the new tariff 
guidelines, each service provider is 
expected to recover its full cost of 
providing services in the medium- 
to long-term and leave a surplus to 
allow them improve infrastructure.

Currently Kenyans pay an av-

erage of Sh93 per cubic metre 
or 1,000 litres for water piped to 
homes. The planned tariff adjust-
ment will force water consumers 
to dig deeper into their pockets, 
a painful blow coming at a time 
when the cost of living has risen to 
unprecedented levels.

The combined impact of high 
water tariffs and costly petrol and 
cooking gas is expected to pile in-
flationary pressure in an economy 
where households have knocked 
off some goods and services from 
their budgets to navigate the turbu-
lent times. Kenyans on social media 
have recently raised concern over 
reduced cash flow, fewer employ-

ment opportunities and mounting 
public debt, which triggered a peti-
tion to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) to stop giving the coun-
try more loans. The World Bank 
says the additional costs are neces-
sary to meet the costs of conserva-
tion for water catchment areas.

The multilateral lenders, includ-
ing the IMF, are expected to play a 
bigger role in shaping policy that 
would require the government 
to implement tough conditions 
across many sectors. The IMF and 
World Bank advisories come on 
the back of their multi-billion shil-
ling loan facilities to Kenya where 
money flows straight into the budg-
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By Francis Kajubi

T
HE government has assured 
existing and new investors in 
the country of a conducive 
environment including 

predictable policies as it embarks on 
reviewing its present investment laws and 
regulations.

Deputy Minister for Trade and Industries, 
Exaud Kigahe said in Dar es Salaam this 
week that there is a fresh approach to the 
handling of local and foreign investors when 
to enable them survive market competition.

Kigahe who was officiating a liquor 
product called Kiwingu spirit property of 
Kilimanjaro Biochem Limited of Mwanga 
District pointed out that the government 
has started revisiting laws that are said to 
impediments to investors. 

“President SamiaSuluhu Hassan has made 
it clear that her administration is focused on 

Minister Kigahe says 
Samia is open for business
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LAGOS 

GetEquity, a Lagos-based tech-
nology startup redefining the venture 
capital and startup financing land-
scape, has announced the close of 
their six-figure pre-seed round led by 
GreenHouse Capital.

The close of this round also marks 
the launch of GetEquity’s first prod-
uct: a first-of-its-kind venture funding 
platform that seamlessly connects en-
trepreneurs and investors, unlocking 
global capital for African and emerg-
ing markets.

Founded by Jude Dike and William 
Okafor, GetEquity’s mission is to build 
and support Africa’s largest startup 
financing ecosystem. Startups can list 
themselves through the GetEquity 
platform and market to institutional 
investors and public users using the 
platform. GetEquity enables anyone 
to buy equity in a listed startup for as 
little as $10.

GetEquity CEO and Co-founder 
Dike Jude commented, “GetEquity is 
challenging the status quo of startup 
financing and venture capital. We are 
democratizing access to startup fund-
ing and thereby expanding the pie for 
previously underfunded and under-
served startups. This pre-seed round 
investment will enable us to kickstart 
our vision of building Africa’s biggest 
startup financing ecosystem. ”

GreenHouse Capital (GHC), the lead-
ing African fintech investment fund 
and platform focused on supporting 
early-stage companies and world-class 
emerging market entrepreneurs, led 

the pre-seed round. GetEquity ben-
efited from GHC’s advisory services 
and direct mentoring from GHC Part-
ner Bunmi Akinyemiju and Principal 
Ruby Nimkar.

Bunmi Akinyemiju, Founding Part-
ner of GHC, commented, “we are 
proud to see GetEquity’s revolution-
ary platform launch. One of our mis-
sions at GHC is to bring African start-
ups to the world. GetEquity’s platform 
advances this mission by democratiz-
ing access to the continent’s fastest-
growing startups. We also believe in 
‘founders backing founders’ and have 
been thrilled to directly work with 
GetEquity from an early stage.”

“The increased visibility that the 
platform will give African startups will 
inevitably result in larger investment 
rounds, faster closes, and an overall 
raising of the international profile of 
the African startup space.” GetEquity’s 
startup funding platform is now live 
and can be accessed on the web, An-
droid, and iOS.

The startups listed at launch in-
clude:- Breeze: facilitating currency 
conversions and transfers for business-
es. Onboardly: helping organisations 
automate their employee onboarding 
experience. Nguvu Health: providing 
affordable and on-demand telether-
apy access to users.  Fluidcoins: help-
ing African users receive payments in 
cryptocurrencies. WeMove Technolo-
gies: providing transport and logistics 
services to the supply chain sector. In 
the coming months, GetEquity will be 
launching another product tailored to 
institutional investors and VCs.

Nigeria’s GetEquity closes investment from 
GreenHouse Capital to launch its startup financing 

a private sector led economy. 
We at the ministry are working 
on strengthening and initiating 
new friendly approaches to 
enable the private sector take 
part in the economy actively,” 
Kigahe said.

KBL Chairman Mehul Patel 
said his company has finally 
introduced the product to 
the market after a more 
than 12 months research on 
what consumers lack from 
numerous liquor brands 
already in the market. 

Patel said his company 
has invested 11.5bn/- on the 
project which uses citrus as 
ingredient hence providing 
a market to smallholder 
farmers in the country. 
“Consumers expect unique 

and pleasant taste, pleasing 
odour, elastic hangover feeling 
and of affordable price. Before 
coming up with the product, 
we conducted research 
across different age groups 
and concluded that none of 
those in the market meet their 
tastes,” said Patel.

He said the KBL comes in 
a package of 250 mililitres 
potable glass bottle “We are 
hoping that the majority if not 
all mixologists will appreciate 
the freedom of blending 
cocktails with the spirit to 
create taste of their choices. 
The drink is 37 percent of 
alcohol which is higher than 
most brands I the market,” he 
added.

KBL Managing Director, 

Ashish Upadhayaya said 
the firm will offer 250 jobs 
both directly and indirectly. 
“The company has since 
its inception in 2008 been 
taking part in various social 
activities by giving back to 
the community through 
corporate social responsibility 
arrangement. 

“On average, the company 
has been giving back 24m/- 
annually through its CSR 
portfolio to facilitate water, 
education and health projects 
in Mwanga District,” said 
Upadhyaya while plans are to 
double the allocation to 50bn/- 
in the next three years. The 
company also targets to see 
growth in revenue to 15bn/- 
against the current 6bn/-. 

NAIROBI 

The Central Bank of Kenya 
(CBK) has asked Parliament to re-
vise a proposed law to allow digi-
tal lenders to resume reporting 
customer loan defaults to credit 
reference bureaus (CRBs). Digital 
lenders were ordered to stop filing 
reports with CRBs in April last year 
in what the regulator said was in 
response to widespread abuse of 
the credit profiling system.

The CBK Tuesday told the Na-
tional Assembly’s Committee on 
Finance and National Planning 
that the digital lenders could re-
turn to working with CRBs since 
they will be regulated should MPs 
adopt the Central Bank of Kenya 
(Amendment) Bill, 2021. “The Cen-
tral Bank Amendment Bill 2021 
should empower digital lenders 
to share credit information,” CBK 
Governor Patrick Njoroge told Par-
liament Finance Committee.

The lenders, comprising those 
issuing credit through mobile 
phones and the Internet, were 
accused of aggressive tactics, in-
cluding threatening borrowers 
with negative listing. Once digital 
lenders fall under the watch of the 
CBK, the regulator will be able to 
supervise their use of credit infor-
mation sharing like banks, saccos 
and other entities currently using 
the system.

The Bill gives the unregulated 
digital lenders six months to fall 
under the regulation of the CBK, 
which will license compliant firms. 
Besides threats of negative listing, 
digital lenders have also been ac-
cused of erroneous negative listing 
of borrowers with no processes put 
in place to resolve such mistakes.

CBK wants return of CRB listing for digital loans

Credit information sharing is one of the 
most powerful risk-management tools for 
microlenders who typically don’t take 
collateral from borrowers when issuing 
the short-term loans. A negative listing 
makes it nearly impossible for one to take 
a loan from another credit provider, serv-
ing as a deterrence against default.

The lock-out of digital lenders from 
CRB listings saw a 50 percent decline in 
loans issued over mobile phones. The 
Digital Lender Association of Kenya 
(DLAK) estimates that the value of loans 
issued each month fell by half to Sh2 bil-
lion. The unregulated digital lenders have 
issued a total of Sh4 billion, less than one 
percent of the banking sector’s Sh3.1 tril-

lion gross loan portfolio.
They have, however, caught the atten-

tion of the government for their preda-
tory business practices, including sky-
high interest rates and aggressive loan 
recovery. It is not clear whether interest 
charged by the alternative lenders, which 
typically runs up to hundreds of per-
centage points when annualised, will be 
among the issues that will be regulated. 
The CBK says it will hold public participa-
tion before publishing specific guidelines 
once the Bill is enacted into law.

The regulator says it will borrow from 
the experience in other jurisdictions like 
South Africa to regulate digital lenders of-
fering credit in the local market. Besides 
curbing predatory business practices by 
the digital lenders, the Bill seeks to ad-
dress concerns of illicit financial transac-
tions, including money laundering.

Customers of digital lenders have 
made many complaints, including being 
charged fees they did not expect and not 
being made to fully understand the costs 
or fees associated with loans. Most of 
them are oblivious of the terms and con-
ditions that include frequent SMS notifi-
cations and surrender of their personal 
data to third parties.

Some alternative lenders have used so-
cial pressure tactics to collect loans like 
informing their customers’ relatives and 
friends of their default. China is among 
the countries that have intensified their 
control of microlenders. The Asian na-
tion recently banned the firms from is-
suing credit to college students to curb 
over-lending.

China also caps interest rates on mi-
croloans at up to four times the rate set 
by its central bank, the People’s Bank of 
China. Use of digital loans in Kenya has 
grown exponentially over the last few 
years as low-income households have 
been attracted to the easily accessible 
credit facilities.

Deputy minister of Trade and Industries, Exaud Kigahe (R) and KBL chairman Mehul Patel Unveiling the Kiwingu spirit in Dar es Salaam this 
week. Photo courtesy of KBL.

GetEquity CEO and Co-founder Dike Jude. 

KIGALI 

Rwanda, like other countries globally, could soon start experiencing 
shortages of electronics ranging from Computers, phones, tablets among 
others resulting from a global chip shortage which is affecting industries.

Computer chips are integral to a number of modern electronic products. 
The chips are tiny transistors made from silicon and allow computers, smart 
phones, appliances and other electrical devices to function. The current 
global scenario has seen growing concern among tech manufacturers and 
has led to delays in production and roll-out of new products and shipment 
delays.

The challenges can be traced back to the Covid-19 Pandemic which saw 
a spike in demand for electronics globally in response to remote working, 
virtual classes and meetings among other responses to the pandemic. 

The increased demand for the personal electronics got to a point where 
production could not keep pace with demand. This was also at a time when 
there has been a global demand in micro-chips in recent years occasioned 
by demand in the automobile industry among other sectors that are being 
automated.

“Once coronavirus-related lockdowns expanded to other regions, there 
were new, sudden pockets of PC demand for remote workers and online 
classrooms that PC manufacturers could not keep up with,” a study by 
Gartner, a leading research and advisory company read in part.

The global chip shortage has resounded across industries ranging from 
consumer electronics to automobiles as manufacturers vie for a silicon. The 
shortage and disruptions have led to empty store shelves, production bot-
tlenecks and drop in supply of electronics, global studies have shown.

Locally, importers of electronics told Doing Business that they have not-
ed delays in delivery of electronics in recent months which have been ex-
plained by their suppliers as delays in the value chain.  This they said is 
especially the case for laptops and related accessories.

Why Rwanda could experience 
electronics’ supply challenges

CBK Governor Patrick Njoroge. 



Thursday 15  July  March 2021	 15

By Godwin Semunyu 

WHEN inaugurating the 45th 
Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair (Sabasaba) that took 
place from 28th June to 13th July 
2021, Vice President Dr Philip 
Mpango, challenged the organ-
izers, Tanzania Trade Develop-
ment Authority (TANTRADE) 
to be more innovative to attract 
more international exhibitors 
and open doors for local produc-
ers.

Dr Mpango also called on the 
institutions dealing with trade 
and investment to use the trade 
fair to resolve bottlenecks facing 
traders and business investors to 
expand their businesses. Rightly 
so. For more than 12 years, I have 
been an active ‘Sabasaba’ par-
ticipant in official and personal 
capacities. During this time, I 
have witnessed some improve-
ments in many lamented areas. 
More is still desired if we are to 
get the levels to attract more and 
large-scale exhibitors. We are 
still falling short in areas of infra-
structure in terms of the venue 
size and location, the event re-
packaging and branding, and 
adoption of modern technology.

DITFwith competitive advan-
tages

DITF, which started in 1963, 
has established itself as one of 
the prime trade events in East 
Africa, forming a platform to 
serve as a mediator between 
the national sellers and foreign 
buyers. Contrary to many trade 
fairs in the region, the DITF en-
joys competitive advantages in 
terms of the services of the Dar 
es Salaam Port, which serves as 
a getaway to several land-locked 
neighbours, the better connec-
tion of railway terminus and 
roads, tourists’ attractions and a 
better political and business en-
vironment.

However, things haven’t gone 
auspicious for DITF. The biggest 
challenge is that it has outgrown 
its current home, the Mwalimu 
Nyerere Trade Fair Grounds at 
Kurasini area. As a result, it is 
becoming difficult to accommo-
date all wishers and complicates 
the allocation of exhibitors as 
per products offered. I applaud 
the current move to set exhibi-
tors into categories of agricul-
ture, mining, and entrepreneurs. 
However, one would wish for 
more specialized zones in the 
future, such as electronics, ap-
pliances, manufacturing, and 
the likes, to help serve time, es-
pecially for serious buyers and 

Time to re-brand ‘Sabasaba’ and capitalize on competitive advantages
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NEW YORK 

Apple is working on a new service 
that will let consumers pay for any 
Apple Pay purchase in instalments over 
time, rivalling the “buy now, pay later” 
offerings popularised by services from 
Affirm Holdings and PayPal.

The upcoming service, known 
internally as Apple Pay Later, will 
use Goldman Sachs as the lender for 
the loans needed for the instalment 
offerings, according to sources. 
Goldman Sachs has been Apple’s 
partner for the Apple Card credit card 
since 2019, but the new offering isn’t 
tied to the Apple Card and doesn’t 
require the use of one, the sources said.

The “buy now, pay later” system 
could help drive Apple Pay adoption 
and convince more users to use their 

iPhone to pay for items instead of 
standard credit cards. Apple receives a 
percentage of transactions made with 
Apple Pay, driving additional revenue 
to the company’s more than $50 billion 
per year services business.

More on ‘buy now, pay later’ 
companies

The service is currently planned to 
work as follows: When a user makes a 
purchase via Apple Pay on their Apple 
device, they will have the option to pay 
for it either across four interest-free 
payments made every two weeks, or 
across several months with interest, 
one of the people said. The plan with 
four payments is called “Apple Pay in 
4” internally, while the longer-term 
payment plans are dubbed “Apple Pay 
Monthly Instalments.”

When making purchases through an 

Apple and Goldman Sachs plan ‘Apple Pay Later’ service

FRANKFURT 

The European Central Bank (ECB) is 
expected to take the next step towards a 
“digital euro” on Wednesday by launching 
the project’s exploration phase, but questions 
remain about potential pitfalls and benefits 
for eurozone citizens.

The move comes as the coronavirus 
pandemic has hastened a shift away from cash 
and central bankers nervously track the rise of 
private cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin.

But what would a digital euro mean for the 
19-nation club?

A digital euro, sometimes called an “e-euro”, 
would be an electronic version of euro notes 
and coins. It would mean for the first time 
individuals and companies would be allowed 
to hold deposits directly with the ECB. 

This could be safer than having money 
with commercial banks, which could go bust, 
or holding cash that could be lost or stolen. 
The ECB has promised any future digital 
euro would be “a fast, easy and secure way” 

Europe’s central bank steps 
up plans for digital euro

declined to comment. On an earnings call earlier 
on Tuesday, Goldman Sachs’ chief financial 
officer Stephen Scherr said he believes there 
are “more opportunities to be had with Apple”. 
Goldman’s alliance with consumer companies 
like Apple is aimed at helping it find a footing in 
the world of consumer banking – an expansion 
it has sought in recent years to spread its reach 
beyond the world of high finance on Wall Street.

Apple’s iPhone-based payment service is 
accepted at 85 per cent of all US retailers, 
according to the company. The new service 
would mark one of the largest additions to 
the service since its launch in 2014, following 
other features like peer-to-peer payments. 
Apple last year acquired a company that 
developed technology to allow phones to 
receive payments by tapping another phone 
or credit card on its back, adding another 
potential feature to the Apple payments 
road map.

Two weeks are too short
The current modality of two weeks in a 

year exhibition needs to be relooked at; it is 
costly and proves to be a burden to exhibi-
tors, specifically those obliged to invest in 
secured buildings structures. If you throw in 
investments and operational costs, it is hard 
to fathom that only two weeks of the exhi-
bitions can cut it. It is high time to start un-
dertaking DITF twice a year, for three weeks 
each. The two stints of DITF in a year, each 
of three weeks, will give ample room for 
sales and exhibitions. It can then be decided 
that each three weeks stint will feature what 
particular products. One of the most famous 
trade fairs globally, Canton Fair, in Guang-
zhou, China, is held twice a year for three 
weeks. There’s no shame in the smart copy 
here. 

Virtual Fairs are the new norm
COVID-19 has taught us one big lesson. 

We can still survive and do business with 
limited physical meetings. This year’s online 
Canton Fair in China attracted more than 
26,000 companies from across the world. 
Many of them attended the online event via 
live streams. I understand there were talks 
of encouraging the same at DITF the previ-
ous year; let’s put this in motion. I am sure 
plenty of internet companies will jump at 
the chance of being the sole sponsor of the 
virtual part of the fairs. A hybrid of physical 
and virtual trade fairs is the best way for-
ward.

attendees.
There is no question that the venue size challenge will 

only get worse.  Official records have indicated that the 
number of local exhibitors has been steadily declining 
each year, so does that of foreign exhibitors, bar the pan-
demic outbreak last year.

It is now time to look for a permanent solution. Either 
by embarking on an expensive vertical expansion strat-
egy by constructing sky-rise exhibition buildings or move 
to a more spacious location. Areas like Kigamboni offer 
an attractive solution to set up a permanent exhibition 
village that can be accessed all year, allowing other busi-
nesses such as banks or heavy mechanical equipment 
sellers to have permanent outlets. 

to develop the digital currency. The Covid-19 pandemic has 
accelerated a decline in the use of cash as customers try to avoid 
contact.

The ECB is also wary of falling behind virtual money issued 
by private actors like Bitcoin and Facebook’s yet-to-be-launched 
Diem, formerly known as Libra. And there’s pressure to keep up 
with digital currency pilot projects launched by other central 
banks, before the ECB misses the boat and consumers end up 
putting their money elsewhere.

If people in the eurozone were to switch en masse to virtual 
currencies that operate outside the ECB’s reach it could hamper 
the effectiveness of its monetary policy measures. There are 
risks to adopting a digital euro, though. Citizens might avoid 
traditional accounts in favour of going digital, weakening retail 
banks in the euro area.

The risk would be higher in times of crisis, when savers might 
be tempted to flee to the safety of a digital euro and trigger a 
run on banks. To avoid this, the ECB will likely cap the number 
of e-euros people could hold in digital wallets, with executive 
board member Fabio Panetta suggesting a threshold of around 
€3,000 ($3,536).

Concerns about privacy and ensuring the digital euro can’t 
be used for money laundering will also be part of the ECB’s 
thinking as it weighs the pros and cons in the months ahead. 
A key challenge that might emerge is that users “would have 
to be convinced to switch to a new payment method that 
is hardly different from existing ones”, said Deutsche Bank 
analyst Heike Mai.

The ECB’s project follows on from pilots being undertaken 
by other central banks, particularly as privately-issued digital 
currencies tend to be highly volatile. They are also under 
growing scrutiny from regulators.

Bitcoin hit a record high of nearly $65,000 in April but has 
since plummeted by around 50 percent, largely because of 
a Chinese crackdown on cryptocurrency trading. So-called 
stablecoins are seen as less volatile because they are pegged 
to traditional currencies like the US dollar or the euro. This 
is the route Facebook has chosen for its highly-anticipated 
Diem project.

Many central banks are looking into offering their own 
virtual money – known as Central Bank Digital Currency 
(CBDC) – as a stable and risk-free alternative. The Chinese 
central bank has started trials with a digital renminbi, while the 
Bank of England has created a task force to research a possible 
“Britcoin”.

The US Federal Reserve and the Bank of Japan are also 
exploring CBDCs. Having completed the preliminary research 
and a public consultation, the ECB is expected to move to a 
formal investigation phase focused on the design of a digital 
euro next, set to take around two years.

Mr Panetta told the Financial Times that if the project is then 
given the go-ahead, it would take another three years to get the 
digital currency ready for use – meaning rollout is not expected 
before 2026.

Create attractive participation and rec-
reation package

To attract international exhibitors, we 
need to repackage our participation of-
ferings. Why not attach a chance to visit 
Zanzibar or Mikumi in the package? Who 
wouldn’t jump at the opportunity to do 
business and recreation at the same 
time? Few, I bet.

One-stop-shop for business facilita-
tion

Even though one can see the need for 
government wings and Parastatals at the 
fairs, it should primary for business-re-
lated functions such as Brella, Tanzania 
Investment Center, NEMC, SIDO, and the 
likes. It should be possible to initiate or 
even register companies on the grounds. 
Provided all documentations are in place.

Cashless is the way
Still, most payments such as car park-

ing and entrance fees are made on cash 
basis. Posing some serious security risks 
to both exhibitors and buyers. I think it 
is time to do away with this model. Dis-
couraging cash payments will not only 
improve security but will also ensure all 
the revenues are collected efficiently. 

The writer is Head of Marketing 
and Communication at Equity Bank 
Tanzania Limited. He can be reached 
through: godwin.semunyu@equity-
bank.co.tz

to make payments. The service would be 
free and payments could be made by card or 
smartphone.

This would allow the Frankfurt-based 
institution to compete with foreign card 
companies such as Visa and Mastercard or 
digital payment services like PayPal, sectors 
where no strong European players have 
emerged.

A digital euro would “complement cash, 
not replace it”, the ECB said. The ECB is still 
studying which technology is best suited 

Apple Pay Later plan, users will 
be able to choose any credit 
card to make their payments 
over time. The service is 
planned to be available for 
purchases made at either retail 
or online stores. Apple already 
offers monthly instalments via 
the Apple Card for purchases 
of its own products, but this 
service would expand that 
technology to any Apple Pay 
transaction.

The interest rates that Apple 
plans to charge for the monthly 
instalments were not divulged. 
Affirm charges as much as 30 
per cent annual percentage 
rates, while other rivals charge 
less. The interest-free four 
instalment plans would rival 

similar systems like ones from 
Australia’s Afterpay, Sweden’s 
Klarna Bank and US-based 
Sezzle, in addition to PayPal’s 
popular Pay in 4 service.

Affirm shares fell 10 per 
cent on Tuesday on the news, 
while PayPal recovered losses 
to end down just 0.6 per cent. 
Afterpay slumped 9.6 per 
cent in Sydney on Wednesday 
morning. People who want to 
use the Apple Pay Later service 
will need to be approved via an 
application submitted through 
the iPhone’s Wallet app, 
where they will also be able to 
manage their payments. Users 
will need to submit a copy of 
their local ID card to apply 
for the programme. Apple 

will also offer customers the 
ability to exit payment plans to 
pay off the remainder of their 
purchase balance.

At least some of the Apple Pay 
Later plans will also exclude 
late fees and processing fees, 
only costing users interest for 
longer-term plans. The service 
will also not require running 
a credit check on the user. 
Separately, the company is also 
testing a feature that will let 
users create temporary, digital 
Apple Pay Later credit cards for 
individual purchases.

Apple’s new service is still in 
development and its features 
could change or be cancelled, 
sources said. Spokespeople 
for Apple and Goldman Sachs 

The European Central Bank says a digital euro would ‘complement cash, not replace it.’
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WORLD
Worst violence in years 
spreads in S. Africa as 
grievances boil over

Russian Tourism Agency suggests working 
group to monitor tourist situation in Egypt

HONG KONG

The Office of the Commis-
sioner of the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs of China in the 
Hong Kong Special Adminis-
trative Region yesterday firmly 
opposed remarks by the US 
State Department spokesper-
son that smeared the National 
Security Law for the HKSAR 
and the rule of law in the city.

In a statement, a spokesper-
son for the office said the re-
marks by Ned Price attacked 
the business environment of 
Hong Kong without justifica-
tion and grossly interfered in 
Hong Kong affairs and China’s 
internal affairs.

“We urge the US side to im-
mediately stop its misleading 
political theater and immedi-
ately stop wrong acts that dam-
age the mutually beneficial 
economic and trade relations 
between China and the US,” 
the spokesperson said. 

The National Security Law 
marks a historic turning point 
of Hong Kong from chaos to sta-
bility and opens a new chapter 
of sound governance in Hong 

Kong, the spokesperson said. It 
has effectively safeguarded na-
tional security, upheld the rule 
of law, ensured social stability, 
and created a strong sense of 
security for Hong Kong people.

The US side has confounded 
black and white by smearing 
the National Security Law for 
the HKSAR and Hong Kong’s 
business environment in a bid 
to mislead American and other 
international enterprises in 
Hong Kong.

“All this reflected that the 
sight of a well-developed and 
sound-governed Hong Kong 
stings the US,” the spokesper-
son added.

“It also laid bare the mali-
cious agenda of the US to con-
tain China’s development by 
playing the ‘Hong Kong card’.”

The US’ threat will not 
shake China’s firm resolve to 
safeguard the national sover-
eignty and security nor stop 
the steady and sustained im-
plementation of “one country, 
two systems.”

“We believe that visionary 
people around the world will 
remain clear-eyed, see through 

the tricks of the US side, and 
make the right choice,” reads 
the statement.

The spokesperson stressed 
that Hong Kong belongs to Chi-
na and that Hong Kong affairs 

are purely China’s internal af-
fairs. “We once again urge the 
US side to abide by internation-
al law and the basic norms gov-
erning international relations, 
abandon its wishful thinking 

of disrupting Hong Kong and 
China as a whole, and immedi-
ately stop interfering in Hong 
Kong affairs and China’s inter-
nal affairs at large in any form,” 
the spokesperson added.

US attempt to smear National Security Law strongly opposed

By rolling out various measures, 
including launching vocational 
training, developing featured in-
dustries, and providing financial 
support, China is working to con-
solidate the results of poverty alle-
viation relocation and ensure that 
the relocated residents can secure 
jobs and become better-off.

Relocation is essential for bring-
ing leapfrog development to the 
Chinese people in inhospitable 
areas, and an important approach 
to the country’s victory in its fight 
against poverty.

From 2016 to 2020, China relocat-

ed more than 9.6 million registered 
impoverished residents, and built 
about 35,000 resettlement areas for 
them.

Luo Yoinghe used to live in Doudi 
village, Huishui county, southwest 
China’s Guizhou province. Five 
years ago, he and his fellow villag-
ers were relocated to a community 
in the economic development zone 
of Huishui county.

After Luo was elected as the sec-
retary of the Party branch of the 
community in December 2016, he 
made a decision to find jobs for all 
relocated residents.

He started a night school that 
provided 15-day vocational training 
programs. Based on an investiga-
tion into the literacy and education-
al background of the residents, the 
night school tailored different train-
ing plans to suit different groups 
and desired jobs. It is estimated that 
the night school’s training programs 
are joined around 1,200 times each 
year.

To provide better employment 
services, the community has also 
established a labor service com-
pany to match job seekers to enter-
prises.

Among all 5,935 residents at the 
community, 3,123 have secured 
jobs, or at least two in each family.

“We have more than 400 en-
terprises around us, as well as six 
poverty alleviation workshops in 
the community. The per capita 
monthly income stands at around 
3,000 yuan ($459) to 4,000 yuan,” 
said Luo.

According to him, the average 
annual per capita income of the 
village was less than 3,000 yuan 
in 2016, and has hit 14,800 yuan 
today.

“We shall work harder on em-

ployment to better revitalize the 
countryside and improve the well-
being of people,” he added.

In 2016, Jiangbei township of 
Ganzhou, east China’s Jiangxi prov-
ince built a relocation site in its Ji-
angbei village, which is adjacent to 
a national highway. 

Near the relocation site, the 
township government established 
a three-storey poverty allevia-
tion workshop with a total area of 
nearly 1,200 square meters which 
was later rented by an electronics 
manufacture producing earphone 
cables and data cables for smart 

phones.
It was in this workshop that 

55-year-old Huang Liuzhao, who 
moved from the mountainous vil-
lage of Laiyuan, Jiangbei township 
to the relocation site, secured a job 
that earns him over 3,000 yuan 
each month.

So far, Jiangbei township has es-
tablished seven industrial bases for 
poverty alleviation. A total of 158 
relocated residents from 28 house-
holds in the township have ben-
efited from local industries, and 99 
have secured jobs.

		  People’s Daily

MOSCOW

The head of Russia’s Federal Tourism Agency, Zarina Dogu-
zova, suggested setting up a Russian-Egyptian contact group 
to constantly monitor the situation with Russian tourists, the 
agency said in a statement.

On Tuesday, Doguzova had a video conference with a del-
egation of the Egyptian travel industry, led by Minister of Tour-
ism and Antiquities Khaled El-Enany. The conference was 
also attended by the head of the Federal Service for Surveil-
lance on Consumer Rights Protection and Human Wellbeing 
(Rospotrebnadzor), Anna Popova.

“The head of Rostourism, Zarina Doguzova, put forward 
a proposal to set up a Russian-Egyptian contact group with 
the goal of round-the-clock monitoring of the situation and 
exchanging information related to Russian tourists,” the state-
ment says.

According to Rostourism, the talks focused on the current 
epidemiological situation in Egypt and the country’s measures 
to contain the novel coronavirus infection. Its participants also 
discussed Egypt’s preparedness to accept Russian tourists. 

“The Russian side noted that an important factor in mutu-
al travel was to ensure safe and comfortable stay of tourists, 
which is particularly important against the backdrop of the 
current pandemic,” the statement says.

China strives to help relocated poor embrace better life

The Belt and Road Ini-
tiative and the joint fight 
against COVID-19 were ma-
jor highlights of President 
Xi Jinping’s phone conver-
sations with foreign leaders 
on Tuesday night.

Speaking with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, Xi (pictured) said that 
the COVID-19 pandemic is still raging and only through unity 
and cooperation can the international community win the 
arduous fight against the novel coronavirus.

China is ready to continue to strengthen cooperation with 
Ukraine in areas including vaccines and traditional Chinese 
medicine to help the country overcome the pandemic, Xi 
said.

Zelensky said China has provided timely and valuable as-
sistance to Ukraine and plays an important role in fighting the 
pandemic, and he hopes that the two nations can strengthen 
cooperation in areas such as vaccines and medicine.

On bilateral cooperation, Xi said the two sides should seek 
high-quality joint building of the Belt and Road Initiative, 
advance projects such as those regarding infrastructure and 
China-Europe freight trains, strengthen cooperation in agri-
cultural products, and expand people-to-people exchanges 
and cooperation.

China is ready to take next year’s 30th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic ties as an opportunity to ad-
vance relations with Ukraine and help the two countries bet-
ter achieve their respective development goals, Xi added. 

Zelensky said Ukraine values, and is committed to, devel-
oping a closer strategic partnership with China and stays true 
to the one-China policy.

In his talks with Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
Xi said that the two nations’ close cooperation in combating 
COVID-19 adds new highlights to their bilateral ties.

China is willing to take vaccine cooperation with Turkey 
further and the two sides should jointly oppose moves that 
politicize source-tracing and defame countries in the name 
of the virus, Xi said, calling for promoting the building of a 
global community of health for all.

Erdogan thanked China for offering support to Turkey in 
the fight against COVID-19. He noted that the safety and ef-
ficacy of Chinese vaccines have been recognized and trusted 
by the world and said Turkey hopes to strengthen vaccine 
cooperation with China.

As China and Turkey are about to celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplomatic relations, Xi said 
China is willing to strengthen cooperation with Turkey in 
fields such as anti-terrorism and security.

The two sides should promote the synergy of the Belt and 
Road and Turkey’s Middle Corridor Initiative, explore new 
ideas and measures to optimize their trade structure, and 
raise the level of their economic and trade cooperation, Xi 
said.

Erdogan said that Turkey is willing to further advance 
building the Belt and Road and expand pragmatic coopera-
tion, and welcomes Chinese enterprises to invest in Turkey.

Turkey firmly adheres to the one-China policy and sup-
ports China’s efforts in safeguarding independence, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity as well as cracking down on 
terrorism, he said.

Turkey does not allow anyone to use its territory to engage 
in separatist activities that compromise China’s sovereignty, 
he added. 

Speaking with Barbados Prime Minister Mia Amor Mottley, 
Xi envisioned greater bilateral teamwork in areas such as 
vaccines and medical care, and said China is ready to further 
advance the Belt and Road with Caribbean countries.

Xi highlights BRI, global COVID-19 fight

JOHANNESBURG

Crowds clashed with police and ran-
sacked or set ablaze shopping malls in 
cities across South Africa on Tuesday, 
with dozens of people reported killed, as 
grievances unleashed by the jailing of ex-
president Jacob Zuma boiled over into 
the worst violence in years.

Protests that followed Zuma’s arrest 
last week for failing to appear at a corrup-
tion inquiry have widened into looting 
and an outpouring of general anger over 
the hardship and inequality that persist 
27 years after the end of apartheid. 

Poverty has been exacerbated by se-
vere social and economic restrictions 
aimed at blocking the spread of COV-
ID-19.

Security officials said the government 
was working to halt the spread of the vio-
lence and looting, which has spread from 
Zuma’s home in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) 
province to the country’s biggest city Jo-
hannesburg and surrounding Gauteng 
province, and to the Indian Ocean port 
city of Durban.

The South African Police Service 
(SAPS) said late Tuesday that as many as 
72 people have lost their lives and 1,234 
people have been arrested in the last few 
days of protests which have now turned 
into rampant looting and riots.

There have been reports of sporadic 
violence in two others provinces as well 
and “law enforcement officers patrolling 
identified areas of threat in an effort to 
deter possible opportunistic criminal-
ity,” SAPS said.

Soldiers have been sent onto the 
streets to try to contain the unrest.

Zuma, 79, was sentenced last month 
for defying a constitutional court order 

to give evidence at an inquiry investigat-
ing high-level corruption during his nine 
years in office until 2018.

He also faces trial in a separate case 
on charges including corruption, fraud, 
racketeering and money laundering. He 
pleaded not guilty in court in May.

Zuma’s foundation said there would be 
no peace in South Africa until the former 
president was released from jail.

“Peace and stability in South Africa is 
directly linked to the release of President 
Zuma with immediate effect,” it said in a 
Tweet.  “The violence could have been 
avoided. It started with the decision of 
the constitutional court to detain presi-
dent Zuma ... This is what gave anger to 
the people,” a spokesman for the foun-
dation, Mzwanele Manyi, told Reuters 
separately.

Troops moved into flashpoints on 
Tuesday as outnumbered police seemed 
helpless to stop the unrest, with columns 
of armoured personnel carriers rolling 
down highways.

The bodies of 10 people were found 
on Monday evening after a stampede at a 
Soweto shopping mall, Gauteng premier 
David Makhura said. 

Hundreds of looters raided warehous-
es and supermarkets in Durban, one of 
the busiest shipping terminals on the 
African continent and an import-export 
hub.

Outside a Durban warehouse of re-
tailer Game, looters stuffed cars with 
electronic goods and clothes, a Reuters 
witness said. Inside, the floor was a mess 
of discarded packaging as the crowd 
emptied the shelves.

The rand , which had been one of the 
best performing emerging market cur-
rencies during the pandemic, dropped 

to a three-month low on Tuesday, and lo-
cal and hard currency bonds suffered. 

Shares of banks, real estate companies 
and retail firms that are largely depend-
ent on the performance and outlook of 
the local economy also tanked on Tues-
day.

Unfulfilled promise
Shops and petrol stations have been 

forced to close while on the streets pro-
testers have hurled stones and police 
responded with rubber bullets, Reuters 
journalists said.

Aerial footage from local channel eNCA 
showed black smoke rising from several 
Durban warehouses, while debris lay 
strewn.

A clothing factory providing 600 jobs 
in Isithebe, north of Durban, would be 
forced to close as all its machinery and 
materials had been looted, a textiles un-
ion said.

“No amount of unhappiness or person-
al circumstances from our people gives 
the right to anyone to loot,” Police Min-
ister Bheki Cele said, echoing sentiments 
expressed by President Cyril Ramaphosa 
overnight.

However, Defense Minister Nosiviwe 
Mapisa-Nqakula, speaking at the same 
news conference, said she did not think 
a state of emergency should be imposed 
yet.

Post-apartheid strains
The legal proceedings against Zuma 

have been seen as a test of post-apartheid 
South Africa’s ability to enforce the rule 
of law.

But any confrontation with soldiers 
risks fuelling charges by Zuma and his 

supporters that they are victims of a 
politically motivated crackdown by 
his successor, Ramaphosa.

The violence worsened as Zuma 
challenged his 15-month jail term in 
South Africa’s top court on Monday. 
Judgment was reserved until an un-
specified date.

The deteriorating situation point-
ed to wider problems and unful-
filled expectations that followed the 
end of white minority rule in 1994 
and the election of Nelson Mandela 
in South Africa’s first free and demo-
cratic vote.

The economy is struggling to 
emerge from the damage wrought 
by Africa’s worst COVID-19 epidem-
ic, with authorities repeatedly im-
posing restrictions on businesses.

Growing joblessness has left 
people ever more desperate. Un-
employment stood at a new record 
high of 32.6 percent in the first three 
months of 2021.

The health department mean-
while said it had been forced to 
temporarily close some vaccination 
sites affected by the unrest, which 
had disrupted the rollout of COV-
ID-19 vaccines.

Essential healthcare services like 
the collection of chronic medica-
tion by tuberculosis, HIV and dia-
betes patients were also affected by 
the violence.

An official, who declined to be 
named, said a government target to 
vaccinate 200,000 people on Mon-
day fell short by 54,000 shots, most-
ly owing to disruption from the vio-
lence. 		  Agencies

Disgruntled residents throw rocks as they confront police officers at the entrance of a 
partially looted mall in Vosloorus, on July 13, 2021. Stores in two South African prov-
inces were ransacked for a fifth consecutive day, hours after President Cyril Ramaphosa 
deployed troops in a bid to quell unrest that has claimed 45 lives. The premier of Gauteng 
province, which includes Johannesburg, said 10 bodies were found late on July 12 at a 
looted shopping centre in Soweto, on the city’s outskirts. (AFP)

This Nov 17, 2016 photo shows the Office of the Commissioner of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
People’s Republic of China in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region in Central. 
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VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis returned to the Vatican yesterday, 11 days 
after undergoing surgery at a Rome hospital to remove 
part of his colon.

A Reuters witness saw the Pope get out of a car after it 
entered the Vatican gates.

Earlier, photographers at the Gemelli hospital saw 
two cars escorted by Vatican security leave via a side en-
trance shortly before 11.00 am (0900 GMT) after staff had 
put a wheelchair in the trunk of one of the vehicles. 

The first of the two cars had darkened windows.
The 84-year-old Pope had part of his colon removed 

on July 4. On Sunday he made his first public appearance 
since the surgery, standing for about 10 minutes while 
speaking from the balcony of his suite.

 On Tuesday afternoon, the Vatican released five pic-
tures of the Pope during a visit earlier in the day to the 
children’s cancer ward on the same floor as his suite.

They showed the Pope seeming in good condition as 
he walked unassisted along the corridor of the ward, 
greeting children, parents and doctors. In pictures re-
leased on Sunday, he was using a wheelchair when he 
visited patients.

Francis has no commitments for the rest of the month 
apart from his Sunday blessing, although the Vatican is 
proceeding with plans for a papal trip to Slovakia and the 
Hungarian capital of Budapest in mid-September.

Scotland’s bishops on Monday announced that the 
pope will attend the United Nations Climate Change Con-
ference (COP26) in Glasgow in November, health permit-
ting. He is also expected to visit Malta and Cyprus later 
the same month.

BERLIN

German Chancellor Angela Merkel is scheduled 
to visit Washington today, expecting to tackle issues 
dominating the transatlantic ties.

The US government has planned welcoming pro-
grams to show solidarity between allies, while the 
German public is urging Merkel to push for solutions 
concerning energy and trade. 

Farewell visit
Merkel will deliver a speech before her official meet-

ing with US President Joe Biden, and she and her hus-
band will be invited to dinner in the White House, ac-
cording to the schedule released by Deutsche Presse 
Agentur.

White House Press Secretary Jen Psaki said the 
meeting will shore up the partnership between the 
two countries.

She said the “forward-looking visit” will focus on in-
creasing cooperation in the coming months and years, 
hinting at topics on post-Merkel-era relations.

Merkel, in her fourth term, has made it clear several 
times that she will not seek another term in Germany’s 
federal election scheduled for September.

It is Merkel’s first visit to the United States after Biden 
took office and probably her last one as German chan-
cellor, and some German media predicted that Biden 
might use an occasion during the visit to bid farewell.

The meeting comes weeks after Biden’s Europe tour 
aimed at restoring the transatlantic ties.

Analysts said although Merkel may get a warm re-
ception, not like her last visit in 2018, Germany has to 
realize that the US government has shifted its focus to 
the Asia-Pacific region. 

Bad energy deal 
Topics between Merkel and Biden will include the 

COVID-19 pandemic, climate change, economic pros-
perity and international security based on shared val-
ues, according to a press release from the US embassy 
in Berlin.

However, none of the topics is drawing more atten-
tion than the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline that links 
Russia to Germany via the Baltic seabed, bypassing 
Ukraine.

Washington has long accused the project of posing 

Merkel’s US visit set to tackle 
issues over transatlantic ties

Pope Francis returns to Vatican 
after surgery in Rome hospital

BEIJING

The United States jumped to the No.1 spot in Bloom-
berg’s latest COVID-19 resilience ranking. How can a 
country with over 600,000 coronavirus deaths be-
come “the best place to be” during a global pandemic?

Unlike previous rankings, the latest index takes into 
account “reopening progress,” which includes factors 
like vaccination progress, lockdown severity, flight 
capacity, and vaccinated travel routes. However, criti-
cal indicators like the number of confirmed cases and 
death toll are removed from the index.

With the Delta variant spreading across the globe 
and the COVID-19 pandemic still raging, people cannot 
stop wondering whether this ranking, focusing on re-
opening and relaxing restrictions, really stands for the 
interests of the people.

As Chinese foreign ministry spokesperson Zhao Liji-
an said, the so-called ranking “makes black look white 
and white look black,” which will “only be shrugged 
off by people around the world.” Without considering 
people’s actual needs, this ranking will definitely not 
gain support from the people.

In fact, putting political expediency above people’s 
lives is exactly one of the main reasons why the Unit-
ed States, as a country boasting the world’s most ad-
vanced medical technologies, responded so poorly to 
the pandemic.

Instead of focusing efforts on saving lives, some U.S. 
politicians have been hyping up the “lab leak” theory 
to blackmail China on COVID-19 origin tracing, in an at-
tempt to shift the blame to others before the American 
people hold them accountable for their recklessness 
in handling the pandemic. 			  Xinhua

‘Best place’ in COVID resilience ranking 
fails to address livelihood challenges

As rape flowers started to blossom 
in the 23,000 terraced fields, which 
cover 2,300 mu, or 153 hectares on 
Fuzhi Mountain of Lingnan Township, 
Shangyu District, the township kicked 
off its 12th rape flower festival.

It is reported that the 23,000 ter-
raced fields of the township located in 
Shaoxing, east China’s Zhejiang Prov-
ince, have a history of over a thousand 
years. 

Together with traditional local resi-
dential buildings beside them, these 
terraced fields attracted flocks of tour-
ists, including livestreaming hosts and 
enthusiasts of traditional Chinese cos-
tumes, who wanted to experience the 
natural beauty of the terraced fields 
and the charm of the local residence.

Rural business forms must be en-
riched to vitalize the countryside, and 
the cultural and tourism sector is a ma-
jor area where efforts shall be taken. 
China’s 14th Five-Year Plan proposed to 
vigorously develop leisure agriculture, 
rural tourism, B&Bs and other featured 
business forms in the countryside. To 
do this, featured resources are a pre-
requisite.

Located two and a half hours’ drive 
from Shanghai, Lingnan Township 
enjoys favorable geographical advan-
tages. Besides, it has abundant ancient 
towns lying beside creeks or rivers, 
which gives it a unique and antique 
taste.  

“Apart from the resources, it’s also 
important to respect the people, their 
traditions, and local customs in rural 
areas, and help them solve practical 
problems, meet their expectations for 
development, and extend their history, 
so as to achieve sustainable develop-

Botswana issues travel warning to S. 
Africa and Eswatini following unrest

a geopolitical threat to Ukraine, which 
is denied by both Germany and Russia.

The US government recently waived 
sanctions against German companies 
in the project, but the Russian ships and 
entities involved were not exempted.

Psaki said Biden continues to view 
the pipeline as a “bad deal,” and she 
declined to comment on whether an 
agreement could be reached after the 
upcoming meeting.

Before heading off to Washington, 
Merkel on Monday met with Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, reas-

suring him Germany and the European 
Union (EU) will persuade Russia not 
to route all of its gas pipelines around 
Ukraine in the future.

Merkel said she would discuss the is-
sue with Biden but didn’t “know wheth-
er the papers will be finalized.”

Trade barriers 
Another pending issue is the 25-per-

cent steel and 10-percent aluminum tar-
iffs imposed three years ago by the US 
administration of Donald Trump.

The EU in May temporarily suspend-

ST. PETERSBURG

Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has 
vowed that Russia will 
implement its liabilities 
concerning gas transit 
via Ukraine.

“Despite the present-
day difficulties, Russia 
has certain liabilities un-
der this contract [on gas 
transit] and, naturally, it 
will fulfill them in full,” 
Putin (pictured)  told journalists on Tuesday.

He stressed that the issue of gas transit via Ukraine 
and other gas-related matters should not be linked with 
the Normandy-format talks on the settlement of the 
conflict in eastern Ukraine.

“Russia, Gazprom have signed a five-year agreement 
to pump a certain amount of Russian natural gas to our 
consumers in Europe via the territory of Ukraine,” he 
recalled. 

“The Normandy format and other such formats are 
political platforms for the discussion of the situation 
in southeastern Ukraine. It has nothing in common 
with such commercial projects as Nord Stream, Nord 
Stream 2, or transit of our gas via Ukraine,” he said, 
commenting on Ukrainian President Vladimir Zelen-
sky’s initiative to discuss the Nord Stream 2 project dur-
ing the future meeting of the Normandy Quartet lead-
ers (Germany, France, Russia and Ukraine).

Nord Stream 2 is an international project for the 
construction of a gas pipeline that will run across the 
bottom of the Baltic Sea from the Russian coast to Ger-
many bypassing transit states, such as Ukraine, Belarus, 
Poland and other Eastern European and Baltic coun-
tries.

The new 1,230-kilometer pipeline, basically following 
the same route as Nord Stream, traverses the economic 
zones and territorial water of five countries, namely 
Russia, Finland, Sweden, Denmark, and Germany.

Works under the project were suspended in Decem-
ber 2019 after Allseas, a Swiss company laying the pipes 
for the Nord Stream 2 pipeline, suspended pipe-laying 
works over possible US sanctions and recalled its ships. 
Works were resumed in December 2020.

Matthias Warnig, managing director of Nord Stream 
2 AG, the project operator, said in an interview with 
the Handelsblatt newspaper in July that the construc-
tion works could be finished already in August and the 
company sees it as its goal to commission the pipeline 
this year.

In December 2019, Moscow and Kiev reached an 
agreement to continue transit of Russian gas via 
Ukraine in 2020-2024 with a possible extension of the 
agreement. 

The contract provided for the transit of 65 billion cu-
bic meters of gas in 2020 and 40 billion cubic meters a 
year in a period from 2021 to 2024. The agreement is 
based on the Take or Pay principle when payment for 
gas transit does not depend on actual volume of pump-
ing.

				    Agencies

Russia will fulfill its liabilities on 
gas transit via Ukraine, Putin vows

ment of rural tourism,” said an 
expert.

Lingnan Township has con-
formed to its residents’ expecta-
tion to improve their life qual-
ity. It planted rape flowers which 
both keep farmlands fertile and 
increase the income for villagers. 
Roads, bathrooms, as well as other 
infrastructure projects have been 
built in the township for better de-
velopment of tourism, and it also 
introduced sewage disposal facili-
ties to improve the life quality of 
villagers.

Besides, the township is also 
working on the renovation and 
protection of ancient residential 
buildings to maintain their origi-
nal appearance. With mud-made 
outer walls, wood beams and 
French windows, the residential 
buildings look both antique and 
modern. “It’s a great experience to 
live in them,” said a tourist.

Realizing the value of their local 
culture, a great number of young 
people who worked out of town 
decided to go back to their home-
town.

“Our history and culture are 
here, and so are our families. We 
can both take care of our children 
and make money here,” said Wang 
Yongyong, a man in his thirties 
who returned with his family and 
started a B&B hotel. The man now 
earns a decent income.

In today’s era, to better trans-
form “resources” into “assets,” in-
ternet offers a great channel, espe-
cially new media. An online rape 
flower festival was held this year 
in the township, attracting over 
600,000 visits. The township also 
hosted an online photography 
competition, winning more atten-
tion on its traditional villages. 

		
		  People’s Daily

ed the counter-tariffs that 
targeted a series of US 
products, including whis-
key, motorbikes, jeans, in 
a goodwill gesture. How-
ever, the US government 
is still hesitating to lift the 
tariffs.

Biden is facing pres-
sure to keep the tariffs in 
place from steel indus-
try groups and unions 
in some key states that 
helped him win the presi-
dential election.

Washington and Brus-
sels have established a 
working group to solve 
the issue by December 
through negotiation.

Siegfried Russwurm, 
president of Federation 
of German Industries, 
said European exporters 
are burdened with bu-
reaucracy and high costs 
concerning the tariffs.

In an interview with 
German newspaper 
Sueddeutsche Zeitung, 
Russwurm expected Mer-
kel to dismantle trade 
barriers and make it eas-
ier for business travelers 
to travel to the United 
States again.

Russwurm said Biden 
will have a more moder-
ate tone towards Mer-
kel than his predeces-
sor Trump, but nobody 
should have any illusions 
as even under Biden, the 
United States will pursue 
“a clear agenda” in deal-
ing with Germany. 

	 Xinhua

GABORONE
Botswanan government on Tuesday issued an ad-

visory to its citizens against travel to neighboring South 
Africa and Kingdom of Eswatini, due to the ongoing in-
cidents of violence and unrest in the two countries.

In a media statement from the Botswanan Ministry of 
International Affairs and Cooperation, Botswanan citi-
zens were advised to avoid unnecessary travel to some 
parts of South Africa, particularly KwaZulu-Natal and 
Gauteng Provinces. 

Batswana (Botswanan citizen) who are already in 
South Africa were advised to exercise extreme caution 
and avoid unnecessary movements, especially in cities 
such as Johannesburg and Durban. Botswanan truck 
drivers were advised to consider alternative routes to 
avoid protest areas.

In South Africa, protests started in the KwaZulu-Natal 
province last week over the imprisonment of former 
President Jacob Zuma for failure to abide by a court or-
der. Supporters of the former President started violent 
protests and looting calling for his immediate release 
from jail. The protests were reported to have spread to 
other provinces including Gauteng by Monday evening.

The ministry also advised Batswana to avoid unnec-
essary travel to the Kingdom of Eswatini due to civil un-
rests in that country. 

Those people who are already in Eswatini were ad-
vised to exercise extreme caution and avoid unneces-
sary movements within the country.

Villages in East China turn tourism 
resources into fortune, embrace vitalisation

Tourists visit terraced fields on Fuzhi Mountain of Lingnan Township, 
Shaoxing, east China’s Zhejiang Province, March 21, 2021. (File photo)

A car transporting Pope Francis leaves a hospital in Rome, 
Italy, yesterday. ( AP)

NAIROBI
Emerging scientific consen-

sus that the COVID-19 pandemic 
evolved naturally, as opposed to 
human misadventure, has put to 
rest false narratives about the virus’ 
origin publicized by some Western 
countries, a scholar has said.

Stephen Ndegwa, a scholar at the 
Nairobi-based United States Inter-
national University-Africa, said in a 
commentary published by the Star 
newspaper on Monday that linking 
the origin of the virus to a labora-
tory leakage in the central Chinese 

city of Wuhan is not tenable as a 
growing body of scientific evidence 
points to natural sources.

He cited an independent analysis 
from a group of experts overseen 
by the World Health Organization 
and the peer reviewed studies pub-
lished by the Lancet, a leading med-
ical journal, which have debunked 
the myth that the coronavirus origi-
nated from a laboratory.

He lauded an international 
group of scientists, who in a letter 
published by the Lancet on July 5 
dismissed the laboratory leakage 

theory advocated by some Western 
powers.

He said the same group of inter-
national scientists in February 2020 
had condemned conspiracy theo-
ries pertaining to the virus’ origin, 
while pledging solidarity with Chi-
na to boost its containment of the 
pandemic.

Ndegwa expressed faith in emerg-
ing scientific evidence that the virus 
evolved naturally, adding that link-
ing it to a laboratory leakage only 
serves a diabolical agenda and is 
not sustainable.                    Xinhua

Scholar says COVID-19 evolved naturally, dismisses lab leakage theory

German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
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By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

UNDENIABLY, it is crystal clear 
that the only thing that football devo-
tees are chattering about is naturally 
Simba SC’s brilliant fourth league title 
triumph, which, as it turns out, is the 
Msimbazi Street side’s fourth title on 
the trot.

Indeed, after a titanic tussle for the 
league trophy with their nemesis, Yan-
ga, Simba SC effectively wrapped up 
the title race with a sublime 2-0 victory 
against Coastal Union last Sunday, with 
the Msimbazi Street side’s talismanic 
skipper John Bocco and Chris Mugalu 
bagging the vital goals needed for vic-
tory.

Strikingly, Simba have literally called 
the shots in the domestic top flight 
during the spell of the last four years, 
which clearly underscores their un-
challenged supremacy over the clubs 
jostling for honours in the Mainland 
Premier League, yes, Yanga and Azam 
FC included.

Triumphing four straight times in the 
expectantly epic battle for the league 
title is no mean feat. 

In fact, it could even be quite justly 
described as a virtuoso performance 
or a veritable football tour de force. 

Indeed, it also clearly reveals that 
Simba have been loath to loosen their 
vice-like grip on the league trophy dur-
ing the last four years and that other 
clubs have literally run out of answers 
on how to break the Msimbazi Street 
outfit’s stranglehold on Tanzanian 
football. 

Nonetheless, this sets things up rath-
er nicely for next season as one doubt-
lessly expects that the likes of Azam 
FC and Yanga will use the ‘off season’ 
to fortify their respective squads in a 
bid to unseat Simba from the apex of 
domestic league football, which is the 
coveted top-most perch in which they 
have comfortably ensconced them-
selves for an amazing four consecutive 
years now. 

Warm congratulations, then, should 
heartily be offered to Simba as their 
four-year reign of dominance has total-

Simba SC does it again    

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF)’s president, Wallace Karia.

By Correspondent Ismail Tano

A football center funded by world soccer 
governing body (FIFA), to be built in Tanga, 
is expected to be operational by January 
2022.

The center’s construction manager, Khalid 
Abdallah, said that the prospect of using the 
facility in the meantime has been made 
certain by the contractor who is building the 
institution.

According to Abdallah, he has been 
promised the construction will reach 
completion by December this year.

“According to the agreement, the 
construction is due to be completed by 
December 2021 and the contractor has 
promised to do so,” Abdallah, who is also a 
member of the Tanzania Football Federation 
(TFF) Executive Committee, noted.

The TFF official pointed out the body’s 
delegate has been visiting the center to check 
on construction progress and revealed that 
the contractor’s pace was satisfactory.

He said when it comes into use, the center 
will be a saviour for Tanzanian football 
because it will be a hub for the development 
of Tanzanian children’s football and youths’ 
talents.

The TFF official pointed out: “I believe even 
our national junior teams and even national 
women’s teams will be better because they 
will have a place to build capacity.”

Football stakeholders, who commented 
on the construction of the center that is 
built at Mnyanjani in Tanga, expressed 
satisfaction with the speed of the contractor.

The stakeholders added when completed, 
the institution will stimulate the growth of 
football. “It is a gift that basically Tanzanians 
should appreciate FIFA it is built in Tanga,’’ 
one of the stakeholders noted.

‘’It will stimulate and inspire the growth 
of football in Tanzania,’’ Nurdin Bakari, a 
soccer follower residing in Tanga, noted.

Mefaki Duga, a City Councilor, said an 
increase in cash flow in Tanga stands to be 
another benefit that will be gained from the 
existence of the center.

Tanzania has been benefiting in various 
ways from funding from FIFA, with the 
center’s construction being one of the most 
successful programs.

Meanwhile, Azam FC’s top scorer, Prince 
Dube, is expected to miss their Vodacom 

Tanga soccer centre now 
set for launch next year 

Simba SC’s players jubilate when the team scored against Kagera Sugar in a recent Premier 
League fixture, held in Dar es Salaam. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

SPORTS

Premier League match against Simba SC, slated 
for Thursday at Azam Complex in Dar es Salaam.

The game is expected to be extremely 
competitive because Azam FC is struggling to 
achieve the goal of finishing second while Simba 
SC needs to stamp its authority.

The hosts have played a total of 32 matches 
and they have collected 64 points.

This means the squad should convincingly 
win all of its remaining fixtures, while praying 
second-placed Yanga lose their matches, so that 
the ice-cream makers can finish second.

Yanga sits second with 70 points with two 
matches in hand. In terms of goals scored, Yanga 
has scored 50 goals while Azam FC has scored 48 
goals.

Dube has been involved in 19 goals out of 
48 scored by Azam FC, scoring 14 goals and 
providing five assists.

The Zimbabwean attacker missed the 
Federation Cup semi-final match which saw 
Azam FC suffer 1-0 loss to Simba.

The forward was on the stands watching the 
game at Majimaji Stadium in Ruvuma due to a 
stomach ache he is suffering.

In a related development, Yanga officials 
have boasted the team will grab six points in its 
remaining two Vodacom Premier League games 
to tighten its grip on the top flight’s second spot.

Yanga, which has recorded 70 points after 
playing 32 games, has two games left against 
Ihefu SC slated for today and Dodoma Jiji FC, 
which will take place in Dodoma this weekend.

Hassan Bumbuli, Yanga’s information officer, 
said they are planning to put spirited showing in 
the games to achieve the goal of getting six points 
that will enable them to finish with 76 points.

Bumbuli said they are sure they will notch all 
six points in the matches against Ihefu SC and 
Dodoma Jiji FC.

The Yanga official stated: ‘’I can assure you that 
we are guaranteed to take all six points in our two 
matches. This is all due to the good preparations 
we have made.”

“The main thing is to see to it that we are doing 
well in every match and that is clear considering 
that each player is fulfilling his responsibilities,” 
he disclosed.

If Yanga manage to beat Ihefu SC and Dodoma 
Jiji FC, the squad will reach a total of 76 points 
behind champions Simba SC who currently have 
79 points.

The champions cruised to victory over Coastal 
Union at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam last Sunday.

ly silenced the ranks of the naysayers and doubters.
Moving on, as a sport, it is fair to argue that national 

table-tennis has experienced almost wholly declining 
fortunes during the last couple of years.

Indeed, it is an incontestable fact that domestic 
table-tennis tournaments have been worryingly few 
and far between during this period. 

It could also be tentatively said that domestic field 
hockey tournaments have increasingly become rari-
ties in recent years. 

Sadly, this litany of woes concerning low-profile 
sports on the local scene incredibly gets even worse.

Consider the state of affairs in local handball. In-
deed, it is mightily arduous for anyone to recollect 
the last time when a handball championship was 
staged on the domestic sports landscape. 

The pressing question of the hour is of course: why 
have table-tennis, field hockey, and handball been al-
lowed to disturbingly descend into near-stagnation?

A considerable part of the answer to this question 
inevitably has to do with funding or perhaps more 
appropriately, the lack thereof.

Indeed, it is an ill-concealed secret here in the 
country that barring football, other sports, particu-
larly the low-profile ones, have unfortunately had 
to contend with an almost chronic lack of funds for 
quite some time now.

This brings us to another weighty question, one 
of urgent importance: why have we nearly haplessly 

failed to solve the seem-
ingly insoluble conun-
drum of a lack of funding, 
which has confronted 
a plethora of sports for 
many a year?

Well, in my humble es-
timation, there can be no 
escaping the fact that the 
authorities will simply 
have to do more where 
this long-neglected mat-
ter is concerned.

Thus, one would like to 
propose that the authori-
ties could set aside some 
amount of funds for each 
domestic sport on a year-
ly basis.

Indeed, one is san-
guine that if this were to 
happen, the future could 
look rosier for many low-
profile sports, particu-
larly the three afore-said 
ones that have partly 
been at the heart of this 
sporting narrative.

By Guardian Reporter

DAR Black Panthers Cricket Club has 
had an impressive start in 2021 Dar es 
Salaam Cricket (DC) Mwalimu Nyerere 
Memorial League (MNML)’s Division B 
30 Overs, notching a comprehensive 
five-wicket victory over GP Pak Stars on 
Sunday.

In the first of the league’s fixtures, the 
clash’s eventual winners, led by new 
skipper Viraj Shukal, put solid showing 
against GP Pak Stars, led by Muzamil 
Hussain, at the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club (DGC) oval.

Having won the toss, GP Pak Stars 
chose to bat first. However their opening 
batsmen, Sheraz Khan and Saqib Ul 
Hassan, could not pull off a partnership 
as Khan was out after posting six runs.

The opener was caught in the first 
over of the innings, when the score was 
just runs on the board.

Their wickets thereafter fell at regular 
intervals as they struggled to keep Dar 
Black Panthers’ bowlers in check.

With the exception of Ayaz Mustafa, 
slotted in at number three and notched 
26 runs, and Sultan Qureshi, who scored 
28 runs, none of the remaining members 
of the batting unit could go past the duo’s 
scores.

Sarfaraz Mohamed and opener 
Hassan notched 18 runs and 14 runs, 
which included three fours, respectively. 

Zahid Naveed was as well one of 
GP Pak Stars members of the batting 
unit with double digit figure given he 
recorded 10 runs.

The GP Pak Stars were then all-out for 
just 121 runs in 24.3 overs.

Anas Mansuri and Gurvinder Singh 
took three wickets apiece for Dar Black 
Panthers.

Skipper Shukal posted two wickets, 
fellow bowler Mahesh Soneji and 
Imrankhan Pathan took one wicket 
apiece.

Shukal was the most economical, 
having conceded only 12 runs for his 
two wickets, and his economy rate was 
at 4.00.

Dar Black Panthers began their chase 
of 122 runs for victory in the allotted 30 
overs, but they too could not get off to a 
flying start.

Pathan and Shahab Ahmad opened 
their innings exactly the same way as 
their GP Pak Stars’ counterparts.

Dar Black Panthers thump GP Pak Stars in 
Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial League T30 Div B    

Dar Black Panthers’ Gurvinder Singh poses with man of the match prize he was presented 
with following his impressive showing in his club’s Dar es Salaam Cricket (DC) Mwalimu 
Nyerere Memorial League (MNML)’s Division B 30 Overs clash against GP Pak Stars, played 
on Sunday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF DC

Dar Black Panthers too lost their first 
wicket of Ahmad in the second over and 
the second wicket of Sandeep Kumar in 
the third over.

Opener Pathan and Chirayush Barot, 
slotted in at number four, then laid the 
foundation for an easy victory, and did 
crucial partnership of 56 runs.

Barot then lost his wicket to a brilliant 
delivery executed by GP Pak Stars’ Khan 
at his individual score of 21 runs, which 
included three boundaries, and the team 
score at 62 runs.

Anas Mansuri continued the chase 
along with Pathan, who made a good 42 
runs at run-a-ball, which included six 
boundaries, before getting out at the team 
score of 72 runs.

By then, however, Dar Black Panthers 
were cruising towards victory at an easy 
pace.

Gurvinder Singh joined Mansuri and 
both took their team’s score towards the 
100-run mark.

Singh got out at his individual score 
of 20 runs from 15 balls, which included 
three boundaries.

Mansuri and Ashish Chopda took 

the score past the target and Dar Black 
Panthers ended up with 122 runs on the 
scoreboard, losing only five wickets in 
22.2 overs.

Dar Black Panthers, in this case, have 
got off to a flying start in the competition.

Gurvinder Singh was awarded man 
of the match prize for his brilliant all-
round performance for the tie’s eventual 
winners.

The cricketer got 30,000/- in cash 
prize from the prize sponsors, General 
Petroleum Ltd.

The 2021 30-over DC MNML 30-over, 
held under the auspices of Tanzania 
Cricket Association (TCA), is one of 
regional tournaments aiming at raising 
cricket standard at the local level.

The GP Pak Stars members of the 
bowling unit, Wahid Hussain and Tambwe 
Rashid, recorded two wickets apiece, 
which could not help them weaken Dar 
Black Panthers’ resolve.

Hussain had a six-over spell, leaking 35 
runs, whereas Rashid had a five-wicket 
spell, which included a maiden over, 
leaking 15 runs.

By Guardian Reporter

TOKYO
TOKYO Governor Yuriko Koike said on Tuesday that a sufficient number of hospitals combined 

with a speed-up in the vaccination rollout among the elderly meant the city will be able to hold 
“safe and secure” Olympics in ten days.

But Koike, speaking to Reuters in an interview at the Tokyo government headquarters which 
has for the last few weeks doubled as a vaccination site, also warned that the coronavirus 
pandemic is far from over and the spreading Delta variant remains a risk.

“Very many people will be vaccinated in the coming ten days and during the Olympics. The 
biggest change as a result of that will be a substantive fall in the ratio of deaths and severe cases 
among the elderly,” Koike said.

“Because of that, and because the medical system is ready, I think we can press ahead with a 
safe Olympics,” said Koike, who has returned to work after a brief break due to fatigue during 
which she was admitted to hospital.

The Japanese capital entered its fourth state of emergency on Monday causing bars and 
restaurants to close early, amid a rebound in COVID-19 cases that also pushed the Games 
organisers last week to ban spectators from nearly all venues. 

Spectators from abroad were already banned months ago, and officials are now asking residents 
to watch the Games on TV to keep the movement of people to a minimum.

“It’s very sad that the Games are being held without spectators,” said Koike. “It’s clear we’ll 
be able to lower the risks (because of that), but the spectators are also very important for the 
athletes and give them a big boost. It’s a big shame that we have to hold the Olympics without 

Olympics Tokyo governor vows city’s 
medical system is ready for Games
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By Khaled A. Beydoun

BUKAYO Saka stood alone. Alone, 
in front of Italy’s stalwart goal-
keeper Gianluigi Donnarumma, 
60,000 trophy-starved English fans 
in Wembley Stadium, and billions 
more watching around the world.

The son of economic migrants 
from Nigeria had made it to the very 
pinnacle – standing on the pitch 
with the Three Lions patch embla-
zoned across his chest during the 
football-crazed nation’s most pivot-
al moment since 1966. If he scored, 
Saka would keep his nation’s hope 
of securing its first Euro 2020 cham-
pionship trophy alive, and be cele-
brated among its football heroes. 

He took two deep breaths as the 
weight of the moment and the wave 
of silence from the crowd collapsed 
in on him. Marcus Rashford and 
Jadon Sancho, Saka’s Black English 
teammates subbed into the match 
only minutes before it ended, failed 
to score on their penalty kicks im-
mediately before Saka took posi-
tion.

Saka, 19, pumped his young legs 
then darted toward the still ball. He 
kicked and launched it toward the 
lower right corner of the goal, hop-
ing that it would hit the back net 
and send the English fans into a joy-
ful frenzy. That dream was punched 
away by Italy’s diving goalkeeper, 
who sealed Italy’s win and sparked 
the racial nightmare experienced 
by the young man from London.

Saka lifted the top of his white 
English jersey over his mouth, 
alone, as the Italians rushed by 
him as they headed toward their 
goaltending hero to celebrate their 
second European Championship. A 
young man crushed by the weight 
of the moment, reduced to the re-
actions of a boy who covered his 
mouth and eyes with his hands – at-
tempting, desperately, to escape the 
avalanche of shock, and then rage, 
that rolled over him in Wembley.

Football is dubbed the “beautiful 
game.” Yet, the sport can be as cruel 
as it is sublime. Especially for Black 
footballers such as Raheem Ster-
ling and Rashford, Sancho and the 
fresh-faced Saka, whose belonging 
on the national team and the na-
tion at large, in the eyes of too many, 
rests squarely on their ability to per-
form, succeed and score. For them, 
football is more mirror than escape 
from the societal racism surround-
ing the fields they play on – par-
ticularly high-stakes tournaments 
like the Euro 2020, when zealous 
nationalism infiltrates every pore of 
the game. 

Millions familiar with the dark 
side of the sport, including myself, 
knew what awaited Saka, and his 
Black teammates who missed their 
penalty kicks, after the match. 

For Harry Kane or Jack Grealish, 
two of England’s star white players, 
a missed penalty kick would have 
merely cost their side the match and 
subjected them to the storm of criti-
cism from English media. But their 
whiteness solidified their status as 
irrevocable Englishmen in the eyes 
of the nation, while the Blackness of 
Rashford, Sancho and Saka called 
that very status into question after 
the match.

“Three f*****g n*****s missed! Stick 
BLM up my arse,” one English fan 
wrote on Twitter, exposing the ugly 
underbelly of anti-Black racism in 
the nation. The hate poured on In-
stagram too, marked by the familiar 
sight of gorilla, monkey and banana 
peel emojis left underneath the 
photos of three Black players. 

The hate was not limited to online 
platforms. A mural of Rashford in 
Manchester was vandalized shortly 
after the match, with an image of a 
penis spray-painted over the mouth 
of the Manchester United star. The 

defaced mural, now restored, stood 
as a reminder that the racism target-
ing Black players is not confined to 
international football stages like the 
Euro 2020, but also follows them to 
their home cities and club teams.

As it typically does in England, 
anti-Blackness was also expressed 
in xenophobic terms. One man 
tweeted, “Go back to Nigeria,” Sa-
ka’s country of origin, while another 
jabbed, “Get out of my country.” 

While the three Black footballers 
who proudly wore the English crest 
on their chests throughout the tour-
nament alongside star striker Ster-
ling contributed heavily to the host 
nation’s historic run, racists disqual-
ified them as Englishmen when the 
magic stopped.

It was tragic to see the young 
Saka, who played his heart out for 
England, fall apart on the pitch and 
then have to face the barrage of rac-
ism beyond it. Many rushed to the 
defense of the Black players, includ-
ing national team coach Gareth 
Southgate and teammates, and curi-
ously, Prime Minister Boris Johnson, 
who has inflamed the xenophobia 
directed at the Black players. 

This racial ballad of belonging 
and unbelonging that grips inter-
national football is not unique to 
England and its infamous fan base 
of hooligans. It is one that spills 
across Europe, where racial and 
religious minorities represent-
ing their nations on the football 
field are obliged to toe an existen-
tial tightrope where success – and 
namely, scoring – only offers fleeting 
balance. And with each goal, they 
receive a temporary respite from 
the racism and rage that percolates 
throughout political discourses of 
nations such as England and Hol-
land, Germany and France. 

Facing the brunt of his nation’s 
anti-Islam bias, the French striker 
of Algerian origin Karim Benzema 
famously stated, “If I score, I’m 
French; if I don’t, I’m Arab.” Years 
later, after Germany was bounced 
out of the 2018 World Cup during 
group stages, the nation’s ire turned 
toward the team’s swelling corps of 
immigrant players, most notably 
star midfielder Mesut Ozil, who ech-
oed Benzema, claiming, “I am Ger-
man when we win, an immigrant 
when we lose,” before retiring from 
the German national team. 

This is the sobering football for-
mula for Black and brown, Muslim 
and Arab athletes who often rise 
from the furthest margins of their 
countries to represent it on the 
highest of sporting stages. “You’re 
one of us if you score, and we win,” 
goes the logic, commodifying foot-
ballers of color as assets who are 
lauded when they serve the inter-
ests of the nation, but condemned 
and cast from the nation when they 
fail to deliver for it. 

The double-edged sword for 
Black and brown footballers suiting 
up for Germany, France or England 
comes with the anxiety that praise 
can quickly devolve into racism, 
and patriotism can mutate into 
white supremacy when they fail to 
put the ball in the back of the net. 
For a country singing “it’s coming 
home” all the way toward the Euro 
final – the final whistle did not mark 
the arrival of a championship tro-
phy, but reminded everybody that 
the racism ravaging the nation had 
never left it. 

Khaled A. Beydoun is a law pro-
fessor at the Wayne State School of 
Law, and a Scholar in Residence at 
the Harvard Berkman Klein Center 
for Internet and Society’s Initiative 
for a Representative First Amend-
ment. 

He is the author of the critically 
acclaimed book, American Islamo-
phobia: Understanding the Roots 
and Rise of Fear.

Win or lose, Black European soccer 
players can’t escape racism

By Ed Dove, Special to ESPN 

UNFAZED by April’s cataclysmic 
failure of the European Super League 
project, and the accompanying back-
lash received by participating clubs, 
new Confederation of African Football 
president Patrice Motsepe appears de-
termined to push on with Africa’s own 
version.

It was inevitable, following Mot-
sepe’s ascension to the top job in Afri-
can football -- even before the failure 
of the European Super League project 
-- that an African version would again 
be discussed.

FIFA president Gianni Infantino, 
who had a big influence in Motsepe’s 
rise to prominence within football 
governance, had first outlined his vi-
sion for a Super League in November 
2019.

“We have to take the 20 best Afri-
can clubs and put them in an Africa 
league,” he said. “Such a league could 
make at least $200 million in revenue, 
which would put it among the top 10 
in the world.”

This vision was revived by Motsepe 
upon his election, with CEO of Tan-
zania’s Simba SC, Barbara Gonzalez, 
shedding light on background discus-
sions around the project in the imme-
diate aftermath of his appointment.

“The rollout of the African Super 
League with 20 permanent mem-
ber clubs is underway,” she wrote on 
Twitter in the hours after Motsepe’s 
election. “We look forward to having 
Simba SC participate soon.”

That was before the catastrophe 
that was the European version, and 
while that initiative being stopped in 
its tracks could feasibly have deterred 
Africa’s leaders, it appears only to have 
fuelled their desire to launch the ASL.

“We have been following attempts 
by some top European clubs to form a 
Super League and will learn from their 
experience and pitfalls,” Motsepe told 
journalists, as per AFP, last month.

“In this regard, we are assessing and 
in preliminary discussions to start an 
inclusive, broadly supported and ben-
eficial African Super League.”

Despite the broad consensus of 
condemnation that accompanied Eu-
rope’s version, could an African edi-
tion get off the ground, and what kind 
of execution could work for parties 
across the continent?

•Exclusivity undermines sport-
ing principles

Plans continue, but how exactly do 
CAF ensure that an ASL would be both 
‘broadly supported and beneficial’ to 
the continent as a whole? The ques-
tions and conflicts that appear to un-
dermine any potential African Super 
League are myriad.

A primary concern, one that was 
protested so viscerally when Europe’s 
super clubs announced their plans, is 
the lack of sporting open-ness in the 
concept of a closed shop of 20 clubs.

Even if some of the ASL’s represent-
atives had to qualify, if others were gift-
ed their positions routinely by virtue 
of their revenue, or their fanbase, or 
the deep pockets of their ownership, 
it would go against the sporting prin-
ciples that underpin football pyramids 
across Africa.

“It’s always dangerous to make an 
exclusive competition for certain clubs 
who are chosen to be there based on 
their standard at that moment and not 
by qualification,” Gambia head coach 
and former Nigeria national technical 
director Tom Saintfiet told ESPN.

“Only two or three teams from one 
country would benefit, and not the 
whole country,” he added. “[Teams’ 
success] can be temporal -- if you look 
at Europe, at Manchester City, they’re 
now a giant, but 20 years ago they 
weren’t.

“It’s the same [problem] as in Eu-
rope, where you’re choosing just a 
few clubs -- what is the basis to be 
one of these big teams? Kaizer Chiefs 
finished eighth in the league this sea-
son, so if you base it on [current per-
formance], they couldn’t be part [of a 
Super League].”

For Frank Nuttall, who has worked 
at major clubs in Egypt, Kenya, and 
Ghana among others, meritocracy 
would be fundamental to any Super 
League project.

“It cannot be the case that those 
with the most money get into that 
league, there would have to be some 
kind of link back into the [local] struc-

How viable is an African Super League, 
given Europe’s disastrous attempt?

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

ture and somehow there must be that commitment back to 
the local league and the local association,” the ex-SC Zama-
lek coach told ESPN.

“Meritocracy is fundamental to sports and fundamental 
to football; if you succeed you can go further and go higher, 
but if you don’t, then you have to step aside and let others 
have the opportunity to succeed.”

It’s unclear quite how CAF’s proposal could strike this bal-
ance.

Even more elitist is Infantino’s proposal of clubs being re-
quired to contribute a buy-in payment of $20 million every 
year for a five-year period -- a barrier to entry that would 
prevent all but Africa’s richest clubs from participating.

However, Nuttall believes that this problem could be 
solved if the financial incentives -- contingent on CAF nego-
tiating a strong broadcast deal for the product -- are there.

“It comes down to the financial benefits for the owners 
and the countries,” he continued. “As soon as those things 
come into it, then I’m sure they would be very interested.

“It’s a great opportunity for Africa because the sport con-
tinues to grow, there’s huge love and passion for football, 
and it would attract much attention and media coverage.

“[There would be] a huge amount of business, wealth 
creation, and not just for the clubs and the club owners, but 
for the wider communities as well.”

•How can 20 teams represent a continent?
The presence of a buy-in, however, raises the further con-

cern -- and perhaps a fundamental paradox with the con-
cept -- of how a Super League would be truly inclusive.

Infantino talked about a tournament to “really crown 
the club champions of Africa,” but how could a league that 
includes representatives from a maximum of 20 nations -- 
although likely to be much lower with two or three clubs in-
vited for some of the biggest countries -- realistically be said 
to represent the whole of Africa?

The majority of CAF’s 54 member nations would be stuck 
on the outside looking in, watching as the Ahlys and the Wy-
dads of this world duke it out year on year.

With CAF yet to reveal their determining factors to select 
the teams for the inaugural edition, there’s no clear plan to 
assess, but it’s hard to see how a viable process could be put 
in place that works for all parties.

Will there be a bidding process? Will historical perfor-
mance be taken into account? Will it be based on recent 
CAF club coefficient? Will size of fanbase be taken into ac-
count? Revenue? Ownership model?

The parameters by which the field of competitors will be 
decided will be influential in ensuring the scale of the com-
petition’s commercial success, but it will be impossible to 
ensure a pan-African representation or meritocracy.

•Will fans even want yet another tournament?
Saintfiet questions whether there truly is the appetite 

among African supporters for such a venture in a league 
format.

“Lots of people watch a lot of football, but there are lim-
its,” he said, “and at this moment, in African football, interest 
in the Confederation Cup and the Champions League is not 
what it is compared to the European Champions League.

“I think long term, the public in Africa won’t be that inter-
ested in it, and I think the local leagues are bigger than the 
[CAF] Champions League.

“It’s more important for Ahly or Zamalek to win the local 
league, and while the Champions League is a nice addition, 
if you look at South Africa and other major leagues, it’s more 
important for fans to win their own league.”

Saintfiet believes also that the repetitiveness of fixtures 
between the continent’s heavyweights -- despite vast differ-
ences in location, culture and sporting context -- will damp-
en any long-term enthusiasm.

“The continent is so diverse, so big, so wide, that when 
Zamalek play against Kaizer Chiefs for the 10th time, I’m 
not 100 percent sure that fans will still be that interested in 
watching these games on television.”

Nuttall shares similar reservations, but believes that a 
tweak in the format of a Super League -- something that has 
partially been mooted with the idea of regionalised quali-
fiers -- could keep things fresh.

“The problem with a 20-team league is that people get ex-
cited when they’re at the top or at the bottom - for different 
reasons,” Nuttall continued, “but there’s a whole group in 
the middle who are just going through the motions, without 
the excitement at the top or the stress at the bottom.

“Federations around the world have tried to move away 
from [a 20-team league] so I’d move to say 16, or 12, because 
it’s more manageable and there are enough teams there to 
make it truly competitive.”

•For all the cons, there are pros
For Zimbabwe head coach Zdravko Logarusic, it’s imper-

ative that CAF’s plan goes ahead -- primarily because of how 
it could improve the overall standard and competitiveness 
of African football.

“The Super League must happen,” he told ESPN. “Look at 
the last World Cup, where no African team advanced from 
the group stage.

“Every country has top clubs, but their leagues aren’t 
so competitive, and you need greater competitiveness to 
expose those African players who aren’t in Europe to the 
highest level.

“Maybe Africa’s teams missed that five percent or 10 
percent extra required to reach the second round of the 
World Cup, but that missing percentage can come with 
the Super League experience.”

Nuttall also dismissed any concerns that Africa’s infra-
structure -- a problem in many countries for local league 
games -- would struggle to support a Super League.

“The air transport system in Africa is good enough,” 
the ex-Gor Mahia and Hearts of Oak manager began. “It’s 
possible that some of the problems that exist are created 
because of poor logistics, because there’s not that desire to 
spend money on this.

“If there’s the financial incentive of getting a good result 
away in, say North Africa, then you’ll probably find that the 
planning and logistics become a lot better.

“There are many hub airports in Africa, so if the mon-
ey’s there, it won’t be an issue.”

He sees the chief long-term benefit of the Super League 
being the positive impact on local communities from 
wealth generation, but cautions that CAF must require 
clubs to meet certain criteria in order to be eligible for the 
tournament.

Super League participation must be a motivating factor, 
he says, to ensure clubs prioritise corporate social respon-
sibility within their communities.

Nuttall continued: “There should be some require-
ments for the clubs who go into the Super League with re-
gards to club structure, CAF licensing, youth development, 
and clear ongoing education programmes for the coaching 
staff.

“It could encourage clubs to get their houses in order in 
order to take part, and this could be used as a carrot to en-
sure good governance.”

•Will domestic leagues grow or suffer?
It’s a considerable ambition, but if realised, could be the 

ultimate factor to justify the Super League project, which 
threatens to change the African football landscape forever.

“It’s a possibility that you might kill the local leagues,” 
Logarusic concluded, “but if you want to get something, 
you might have to lose something.

“There are so many sponsors, that even if the big spon-
sors moved to the Super League, there would still be local 
sponsors who would stay.”

For Saintfiet, however, CAF and Motsepe ought to focus 
on the growth of the existing Champions League to im-
prove the base of football in the continent, rather than insti-
gate plans that risk benefiting only the few.

He said: “In recent years, African football has already 
developed more than before, and I think the key thing to 
help it grow further is not by making certain clubs bigger 
but by increasing the base in each country so that every 
local league has more than two or three teams who al-
ways battle for the championship.

“With stability, clubs can focus on development; the 
base of football is the future of football, not these few 
in Africa, the 12 giants who have a lot of money, a lot of 
broadcast time, and many fans.

“The base is not only these clubs, but it is every 
league, for each to have a whole group of teams, to be 
well developed with time, money and infrastructure 
to develop their own quality players.

“This is the most important thing in African football 
development.”

The two ambitions may be aligned to an extent, but 
only time will tell if Motsepe can get the Super League 
plan off the ground, and if it can truly ensure wealth 
cascades through African football to those who need 
it the most.

Mamelodi Sundowns owner Patrice Motsepe, the new CAF 
president, has long wanted an African Super League and it 
was not long after his election in March that plans were put in 
motion. (Agencies)

England players comfort teammate Bukayo Saka (third from left) after he failed 
to score during a penalty shootout after extra time during the Euro 2020 soccer 
championship match between England and Italy at Wembley Stadium in London 
on Sunday.



By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

KINONDONI Municipal Council FC squad has resumed training to 
prepare for the Vodacom Premier League match against JKT Tan-
zania which will be played at Uhuru Stadium in Dar es Salaam on 
Thursday.

The KMC FC squad, coached by John Simkoko and Habibu Kondo, 
continues to recover after losing a crucial game against Simba at the 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium in the city on July 7, this year.

The KMC FC, which currently has two games left before the end of 
the 2020/21 season, is determined to ensure that despite the fierce 
competition towards the game, it is planning to get good results in 
terms of leaving with three points.

The KMC FC, which is placed sixth in the Vodacom Premier League 
standings with 32 games, is preparing to do well in the remaining 
two games against JKT Tanzania and the one against Ihefu SC a game 
that will be played at Uhuru Stadium four days later.

With KMC FC being winless in recent five matches in the league, 
the side will be eager to bounce back from the disappointing form 
when it locks horns with JKT Tanzania, which has a bit of a good 
form after winning three games out of the squad’s last five outings.

The KMC FC information officer, Christina Mwagala, disclosed: 
“We have just lost an important game against Simba, but this does 
not prevent us from concentrating on our next important game, 
we meet JKT Tanzania on Thursday, but we know the game will be 
tough.’’

She added: ‘’We will also make sure we collect three points when 
we lock horns with Ihefu SC.’’

“At the moment all our players are fine although the result against 
Simba hurt us but we are reorganizing,’’ Christina said.

Christina insisted: ‘’The main issue that should be kept in mind is 
that KMC FC is a team with big goals so we are fighting to do well in 
our remaining matches so that next season we can start new strate-
gies.’’

The KMC FC has no players nursing injuries and, with the excep-
tion of Andrew Vincent, who was shown a red card in the game 
against Simba SC which ended with KMC FC conceding 2-0 loss to 
the latter, the remaining are up for inclusion in the coming clash.

The KMC FC will, in this case, miss Vincent’s services in the re-
maining two games.

The JKT Tanzania will also come to this game having only lost to 
Biashara United of Mara and Yanga in the army team’s previous five 
games.

The Kilimanjaro side will be seeking to come out victorious and 
move up the top flight’s table in order to escape the playoffs against 
the First Division League sides.

How viable is an African Super League, 
given Europe’s disastrous attempt?

Comprehensive report, page 19

VPL relegation battle now heats up  KMC FC all out to 
defeat JKT Tanzania

Simba Queens kept 
waiting as Women’s 
Champions League 
Qualifiers postponed   

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

THE battle to stay clear of the 
relegation zone and finish within 
the top four is set to move closer to 
reach a dramatic conclusion as the 
2020/21 Vodacom Premier League 
season heads into its penultimate 
round today.

All teams will be in action as nine 
games will be played across the 
country.

Six teams find themselves in an 
intense relegation battle to remain 
within the top-flight that looks like-
ly to head into the final day of the 
season.

Three of the six clubs will join 
Mwadui FC, which has already 
been relegated to next season’s 
First Division League.

Coastal Union, whose hopes of 
securing safety suffered another 
blow last weekend with a 2-0 de-
feat to crowned champions Simba 
SC, are second from bottom in the 
standings.

Four points separate Coastal 
Union with five teams above them, 
Gwambina FC, Ihefu SC, Mbeya 
City FC, JKT Tanzania, Kagera Sug-
ar, Mtibwa Sugar and Ruvu Shoot-
ing.

To have a realistic shot at stay-
ing in the top-flight, Coastal Union, 

Coastal Union’s players jubilate after their team mate scored during a Vodacom Premier League match against Azam FC, 
which took place in Tanga.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Simba Queens

nicknamed ‘Wagosi wa Kaya’, 
needs to win both of their re-
maining games starting with to-
day’s home against Mwadui FC 
and Sunday’s tie against Kagera 
Sugar - and hope results go their 
way.

At Sokoine Stadium in Mbeya, 
Mbeya City FC will host Gwambi-
na FC in a game that is probably 
the most significant or season-
defining fixture for both teams 
this season.

In their favour, it is a home 
fixture against a Gwambina side 
that has only four games on the 
road all season.

In Mlandizi, Coast Region, Ruvu 
Shooting will be aiming to stop 
their worrying slide into a rel-
egation fight with a win at home 
against fifth placed Namungo FC.

Coach Boniface Mkwasa outfit’s 
worrying form of no wins in their 
last six matches has seen them 
slip to just two points off the rel-
egation places on 38 points.

Dodoma will see visiting Mtib-
wa Sugar take on hosts Dodoma 
Jiji FC at Jamhuri Stadium.

Dodoma Jiji FC which occupies 
ninth position, will aim for a win 
to finish an impressive debut sea-
son as high up the table as pos-
sible.

Kagera Sugar will be eager to 

collect maximum points and en-
hance their chances of surviving 
the chop when they visit Polisi 
Tanzania at Ushirika Stadium 
in Kilimanjaro while JKT Tanza-
nia also need to win their clash 
against hosts Kinondoni Munici-
pal Council FC to boost their sur-
vival hopes.

Ihefu SC faces the most chal-
lenging task of the relegation can-
didates when they battle a confi-
dent Yanga side that is fresh from 
a morale boosting derby victory.

A loss for Ihefu SC that has 
notched 35 points would almost 
certainly cement their place in 
the relegation zone.

Thursday Fixtures:
Tanzania Prisons vs Biashara 

United (Mandela Stadium, Ruk-
wa), KMC FC vs JKT Tanzania 
(Uhuru Stadium, Dar es Salaam), 
Ruvu Shooting vs Namungo FC 
(Mabatini ground, Mlandizi), 
Mbeya City FC vs Gwambina FC 
(Sokoine, Mbeya), Polisi Tanza-
nia vs Kagera Sugar (Ushirika, 
Moshi), Dodoma Jiji FC vs Mtibwa 
Sugar ( Jamhuri, Dodoma), Coast-
al Union vs Mwadui FC (Mkwak-
wani, Tanga), Yanga vs Ihefu SC 
(Benjamin Mkapa, Dar es Salaam) 
and Azam FC vs Simba SC (Azam 
Complex, Dar es Salaam).
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By Correspondent Michael Mwebe 

THE Council of East and Central 
African Football Associations (CE-
CAFA) has postponed the Zonal 
Women’s CAF Champions League 
qualifiers.

The inaugural tournament was 
initially earmarked to take place 
from July 17-August 1 in Kenya.

Reigning Mainland Tanzania 
Women Premier League champi-
ons, Simba Queens, were due to 
represent the country in the CE-
CAFA regional qualifiers.

The other teams that qualified 
to play in the qualifiers include 
Lady Doves WFC (Uganda), PVP 
FC (Burundi), Commercial Bank of 
Ethiopia (Ethiopia), Yei Joint Stars 
FC (South Sudan) and New Gen-
erations FC (Zanzibar).

Auka Gecheo, the Executive Di-
rector of the Council of East and 
Central Africa Football Associa-
tions (CECAFA) announced the de-
velopment on Tuesday afternoon. 

“After consultations, it has been 
decided that the WCL qualifiers, 
slated for July 17 to August 1 in Nai-
robi, will not take place as sched-
uled,” Gecheo disclosed.

Gecheo added that a new date 
will be announced. 

Simba Queens have been camp-
ing at their Bunju training base for 
the past three weeks preparing 
for the tournament and played a 
friendly against the national team, 
Twiga Stars on Tuesday.

The CAF Women’s Champions 
League competition is a new com-
petition introduced by CAF to de-
velop women’s football products 
in Africa.

It will feature top teams from all 
over the continent. It will run from 
November all through to Decem-
ber 2021 in Egypt.

To decide the teams that will 
participate at the final competi-
tion in Egypt later this year, Zonal 
Qualifiers will be played as prelim-
inary rounds.

Each of the six CAF zones will 
have at least a representative at 
the final tournament with Union 
of North African Football (UNAF) 
and West Africa Football Union B 
(WAFU -B) getting two slots each.

The UNAF will, on the one hand, 
get two slots with a team from 
Egypt (host nation) and the other 
going through the qualifiers.

Egyptian women league win-
ners, Wadi Degla, get automatic 
qualification as the team from the 
host nation for the final tourna-
ment of the CAF Women’s Cham-
pions League.
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