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By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

AUTHORITIES in Mbeya Region are 
drawing up a nutrition plan to guide 
families on what meals to eat on a daily 
basis to curb runaway stunting among 
children under five. 

Regional Commissioner Juma Homera 
yesterday gave district commissioners in 
the region 30 days to liaise with nutrition 
officers and come up with meal guidelines 
to be distributed up to the village level.

The RC said the 33.8 per cent rate 
of stunting in Mbeya is unacceptable 
considering the fact that it is one of TURN TO PAGE 2

TURN TO PAGE 2

Tanzania’s leading grain producers. 
The Tanzania Demographic and Health 

Survey for 2015-16 showed that the 
average rate of stunting in the country 
among children less than five years stood 
at 36 per cent.

The situation is even worse in other 
food-rich regions such as Rukwa (56.3), 
Njombe (49.4), Arusha (36.0), Geita (40.5) 
and Iringa (41.6).

This move is partly prolonged 
implementation of the National 
Multisectoral Nutrition Action Plan 
(2016/17 –2020/21) which required 

National Pg 11
US investor hands over 1bn/- church

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arusha

 TANZANIA is among 34 countries that 
have been removed from the mandatory 
hotel quarantine list for travellers arriving 
in Ireland, the Irish Minister for Health, 
Stephen Donnelly, announced at the 
weekend.

 An Irish government statement made 
available here after it was communicated 
to major travel agencies said that the Irish 

Tanzania moved off Ireland’s
list for mandatory quarantine
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Residents of Kivunge suburb in Zanzibar’s North Unguja Region pictured at the weekend harvesting vegetables they planted after 
undergoing training conducted by the EU-funded Viungo Project. Photo: Correspondent Rahma Suleiman

By Guardian Correspondent, Kibondo

THE government has launched a 
manhunt to locate suspects after it 
emerged that nearly 1,000 pupils have 
been impregnated in Kibondo District, 
Kigoma Region, in the past six months.

Mwanaidi Ali Khamis (pictured), the 
Deputy Minister for Health, Community 
Development, Gender, Elders and 

Children was made aware of this situation 
by district officials, during her five-day 
visit in the district to inspect community 
development services.

Officials said that 981 pupils had their 
schooling interrupted beginning January 
this year, and scarcely any culprits have 
been arrested. She launched a ‘One 
Stop Centre’ centre at the Kibondo 

Govt launches manhunt as 
981 students fall pregnant

By Guardian Reporter

OVER 100 traders at the burnt Kariakoo 
market are appealing to authorities to 
arrange low interest rate loans as capital so 
that they can start afresh after their stalls 
and goods went up in flames a week ago.

The city traders who are now idle 
and counting the costs also want the 
government to make good its promise 
to secure them new stalls at the recently 
constructed Kisutu market as well as at 
the Machinga Complex, both within one 
kilometer from the centrally placed market

Anna Mzema, the Kariakoo Stall Owners 
Association secretary told this paper 
yesterday that the problem they now face is 
capital, even with the government moving 
to assist them to relocate to other central 
business district markets.

Being the leader of the 124 traders whose 
goods went up in flames, she said that just 
19 traders came out unscathed, affected by 
the disaster.

“We have been given temporary 
sanctuary at the Kisutu Market even though 
the space is small,” she stated, expressing 
gratitude to Regional Commissioner Amos 
Makalla, Ilala DC and city trade officers for 
assistance rendered.

“As we wait for the Prime Minister’s 
assessment, we do not yet know what our 
fate shall be,” she remarked.

Noting that many among the traders were 
of advanced age with family responsibilities, 
starting other lines of business was difficult 
for them, in which case low-interest loans 

Mbeya prepares nutrition 
plan to cut stunting levels

We should reach a time 
to abandon debates on 
the stunting of children in 
our region; it is shameful 
to debate the issue while 
we have everything in this 
regionmove went into effect at the weekend, 

where those travelling from Tanzania to 
Dublin or Belfast in Northern Ireland will 
be free to move in and out of the country.

They will no longer be subjected to 
undergo the mandatory hotel quarantine 
which is still a requirement for travelers 
coming from countries still listed as 
dangerous sources of the Delta variant of 
Covid 19 in particular.

 “This is a positive development and 
comes at the right time,” stated Sirili Akko 
(pictured), chief executive of the  Arusha-
based Tanzania Association of Tour 
Operators (TATO) in reaction to the Irish 
government’s decision.

He said this decision is another 
boost to Tanzania’s tourism industry as 
visitors from Ireland no longer have to 
undergo cumbersome health processes 
upon return to their country after 
touring Serengeti National Park, Mount 
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could send them back to market business, she 
emphasised.

“We ask for long term low interest loans as 
people have been psychologically affected, 
with some starting to be infected with 
illnesses. In order to come back to business, 
what new business can they do?” she 
demanded.

Stephen Lusinde, the chairman of the 
petty traders association told this paper that 
despite the fire victims getting other areas 
for business, there was a huge challenge of 
capital.

Out of 1,636 Kariakoo traders affected by the 
fire, about 570 were relocated along Swahili 
Street and others at Kisutu Market and at the 
Machinga Complex. 

“Swahili Street in Kariakoo has been 
relocated to 340 traders out of the 570, and 
those who were selling food and vegetables 

have been relocated to the Machinga 
Complex,” added Lusinde.

John Shao, the chairman of the Kariakoo 
Main Market Traders Association, said the 
traders have been relocated to other areas 
since late last week even though the spaces 
were not enough for all of them.

“Space for conducting business is small, for 
example a trader who had three or four stalls 
will get one area,” he said.

Meat and fish sellers along with insecticides 
and pesticides vendors were relocated at the 
Kisutu Market, while sellers of equipment 
have been relocated at the Machinga 
Complex, he elaborated.

After the fire incident, President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan instructed defence and 
security organs to investigate the disaster 
to find out its cause, while Prime Minister 
Kassim Majaliwa formed a probe team that 
was given seven days to come up with probe 
findings.
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Jacqueline Materu, Vodacom Tanzania’s head of PR and communications, opens a modern latrine at Mango Primary School 
at Kibosho in Kilimanjaro Region at the weekend after Vodacom Foundation handed it over to the school. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent.

regional leaders and nutrition 
officers to draw up and implement 
nutrition action plans to address the 
challenge.

Stunted growth among children 
is chiefly characterised by low 
height-for-age, a sign of chronic 
under-nutrition arising from grossly 
inadequate nutrition over a long 
period.  It can also be brought 
about or enhanced by recurrent or 
chronic illness, experts say.

The RC issued these instructions 
at the weekend at a meeting to 

discuss nutrition in the region, 
attended by various stakeholders 
including government officials and 
representatives of development 
partners and multilateral agencies, 
including UNICEF, the UN Fund for 
Children.

“Once you prepare the schedules, 
use the media to advertise them 
and educate the people to enable 
them understand. We should reach 
a time to abandon debates on the 
stunting of children in our region; 
it is shameful to debate the issue 
while we have everything in this 

region,” he declared.
He also called on district 

administrators o make follow ups 
on issues of stunting in wards 
and villages, including identifying 
families with such children in 
order to find the means to assist 
them,  similarly asking district 
councils to set aside funds for the 
implementation of the exercise.

Earlier, submitting a report on 
nutrition in the region, the Regional 
Nutrition Officer Benson Sanga said 
stunting has various adverse effects 
in the community, including slow 

child growth be it physically or 
mentally.

Stunted women were more prone 
to having difficulties during delivery 
and likely to face life threatening 
situations, while children with 
stunting are also easily infected by 
diseases, including heart diseases, 
diabetes and cancer when they 
attain advanced ages, he explained.

Regional Administrative Officer 
Dr Angelina Lutambi said the level 
of stunting in the region was high, 
thus officials should work together 
to fight the menace. 
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Mbeya prepares nutrition plan to cut stunting levels

District Hospital that would enable victims 
of domestic violence to obtain inclusive 
treatment in a short time.

Insisting that the school pregnancies reports 
cannot be ignored,  she said that government 
officials in respective areas should make sure 
the suspects are apprehended and brought to 
court.

“The community cannot expect miracles 
of success for the coming generations if we 
close our eyes to these acts of gender based 
violence and child abuse by impregnating 
under-age girls and thereby ending their life 
dreams,” she declared. 

District Community Development Officer 
Sophia Gwamagobe praised joint efforts 
by the government and development 
stakeholders in finding solution to acts of GBV 
and child abuse.

She said the One Stop Centre’ sponsored by 
Save the Children – an international charity 
organisation - will facilitate the provisions of 
the required services to GBV victims within a 
short period from the moment an incident is 
reported.

 The centre incorporates the police, 
community development officers and doctors, 
with Save the Children representative Jackson 
Nsabo saying the global NGO decided to build 
the centre to fight the rising frequency of GBV 
and incidents of child abuse.

In June 2016, the legislature approved a 
bill where men who impregnate or marry 
schoolgirls face 30 years in prison as part of 
the government’s commitment to prevent 
child marriages, with .Tanzania reputed 
to have one of the highest child marriage 
prevalence rates in the world.

The provisions make it illegal for anyone to 
impregnate or marry primary or secondary 
school girls under any circumstances.

A 2015/16 survey by the National Bureau of 
Statistics showed that 21 per cent of girls aged 
15 to 19 got pregnant and gave birth during the 
year. 

While sex with underage girls is a criminal 
offence, poor parents often marry off their 
young daughters for cash using a special 
dispensation under the Law of Marriage Act 
1971 which allows girls aged 15 to marry with 
parental or court consent or at14 with court 
permit, while boys can marry at 18

Govt launches manhunt as 
981 students fall pregnant
FROM PAGE 1

Kariakoo traders plead for 
fresh capital after fire ruin

Kilimanjaro, Ngorongoro Crater, Zanzibar 
beaches or southern circuit hunting 
safaris, etc.

Kenya, Rwanda and Burundi are 
similarly on the list of countries which 
Ireland has confidence in their health and 
safety situation, in regard to the ongoing 
global Covid-19 pandemic.

 Other countries that have been removed 
from the Irish mandatory quarantine list 
include Afghanistan, Angola, Bahrain, 
Cape Verde, Costa Rica, the Dominican 

Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
French Guiana, Guyana, Haiti, Kyrgyzstan, 
Lesotho, Malawi, Maldives, Mongolia, 
Nepal, Oman, Panama, the Philippines, 
Qatar, Somalia, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Turkey, 
United Arab Emirates, Venezuela and 
Zambia.

Cuba was being added to the list of 
designated states for mandatory hotel 
quarantine, implying that people arriving 
in Ireland who have transited through 
Cuba in the previous 14 days will be 
subjected to restrictions, an instruction 
that comes into force tomorrow, July 20.

FROM PAGE 1

Tanzania moved off Ireland’s
list for mandatory quarantine

By Damali Mukhaye 

UGANDAN Education and Sports 
minister Janet Museveni yesterday 
said the reopening of schools for 
learners across the country still 
hangs in the balance with Cabinet 
yet to decide on the issue.

While releasing the 2020 PLE 
results at State House Entebbe 
yesterday, Janetsaid: “I do not want 
to talk about something we are not 
confident about. The decision of 
closing or reopening schools is not 
made by my ministry alone. The 
decisions can only be made by the 
government after they have been 
discussed by Cabinet,” Janet said.

“It is premature to say we will 
open at this time. To me, I cannot 
say there is a time we shall open, 
but in the near future, we shall. We 
should all be patient,” she added.

Janet also faulted parents for the 
poor 2020 PLE performance in 
Universal Primary Education (UPE) 
schools, saying they absconded 
from playing roles in the education 
of their children.

She said unlike parents in urban 
areas who are playing a vital role 
in the education of their children, 
the parents in rural areas, whose 
children attend Universal Primary 
Education (UPE) schools, have 
neglected their roles and left 
everything to the government.

Janet urged the parents to up 
their game and play their part by 
participating in the education of 
their children.

“You cannot blame the Ministry 
of Education when it exams are 
not done well. We have to share 
the blame. UPE and Universal 
Secondary Education are doing 
badly because we have no support 
from the families of these children,” 
Janet said.

 “Education is a shared 
responsibility. Parents in rural areas 

leave their children to go to school 
on empty stomach yet parents in 
urban areas are putting a lot of 
effort in their children to ensure 
their children feed well and excel at 
school,” Janet added.

She said children in urban areas 
go to school early enough and 
spend a lot of time learning whereas 
those in rural areas walk very long 
distances to schools, reach school 
late, start studying late and go back 
home late. 

Janet also said teachers in urban 
areas put in a lot to ensure their 
learners excel unlike the ones in 
rural areas who put in less.

But she was optimistic that in the 
near future, the Ministry will be 
there for the rural child.

Just like in previous years, non-
UPE schools outperformed UPE 
counterparts.

Janet also urged parents to 
embrace home schooling for their 
kids in lower primary school.

Learners in nursery, Primary 
One, Two and Three have never 
stepped foot in class since March 
last year when President Museveni 
announced the first lockdown.

Primary one to three learners 
were supposed to report back to 
School in May, but two days to the 
reporting date, President Museveni 
closed schools.

“I ask parents to homeschool their 
children. This should be considered 
as we work together with schools 
to reopen. We should not let our 
children waste a lot of time at home 
doing nothing,” Janet said.

“Some people have come up with 
means of teaching their learners 
even during the lockdown even 
in rural areas where teachers are 
teaching their students in small 
groups. We should come up with 
means of teaching these learners 
instead of pointing figures,” Janet 
said.

Uganda’s school reopening
hangs in balance - minister

Women entrepreneurs supported by Barrick Gold display their products at the just-ended Shinyanga Business Fair. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



Monday 19 July 2021                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           3

NATIONAL.NEWS  

Njombe district commissioner Kisa Kasongwa (3rd-R) pictured in Njombe municipality at the weekend 
presenting a Guavay Company Limited dummy cheque for 1m/- to avocado farmer Erasto Ngole (2nd-L) at the 
launch of ‘Hakika’ organic fertiliser. Second right is the Guavay managing director Ahad Katera. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA and Rwanda have 
joined a programme that will 
significantly reduce cost of 
communication between the two 
countries.

A statement released at 
the weekend by the Tanzania 
Communications Regulatory 
Authority (TCRA) said the two 
countries have embraced a special 
programme called Smart Africa-
One Network Area in African 
continent and other developing 
countries

Speaking in Dar es Salaam at the 
weekend, Rwandan government 
chief innovation officer Antione 
Sebera said the costly roaming 
charges will be scraped off under 
the alliance system.

He spoke during the visit by 
Rwandan Minister for Information, 
Communication Technology and 
Innovation Paula Ingabire who was 
accompanied by her Tanzanian 

counterpart and host Dr Faustine 
Ndugulile.

 Sebera said Tanzania and 
Rwanda will collaborate in 
harmonising communication 
services under the Smart Africa 
Alliance Programme that will 
also benefit all East African 
Communication Organisation 
(EACO) Member States as part of 
Developing countries.

Addressing the press after 
the Joint Tanzania-Rwanda 
Communication Ministers’ bilateral 
relations discussions, Dr Ndugulile 
said as a Hubble of communication 
Services for East and Central 
Africa, Tanzania and Rwanda have 
unanimously agreed to collaborate 
on improvement of communication 
infrastructures so as to deliver 
quality and reliable communication 
services.

He said the two countries will also 
collaborate on Human Resource 
capacity building and Technical 
Experts Exchange Programmethat 

will complement the long cherished 
bilateral relations between the two 
countries.

Dr Ndugulile identified other 
areas of bilateral relations 
collaboration as coordination of 
FM and TV Frequency Spectrum 
Planning, preparations of different 
Regulations and Guidelines for 
communication services and 
Preparations of ITU World Radio 
Communications Conferences 
(WRC).

Ingabire thanked Tanzania for 
the cordial welcome, adding that 
the two countries are determined 
to build a reliable digital economy 
that would accelerate development 
in the two countries.

She added that ICT sector 
has cross-cutting benefits to 
people from all walks of life and 
to almost all sectors country-
wide contributing to improved 
living standards of people with 
sustainable development countries 
concerned.

By Guardian Correspondent, Kagera

PEOPLE living near areas where 
the East Africa Crude Oil Pipeline 
(EACOP) will pass have been 
told to emerge and grab various 
opportunities that will be available 
during  the construction.

The call was made here on 
Saturday by Energy minister Dr 
Medard Kalemani at a meeting with 
various stakeholders that discussed 
opportunities offered by the 
pipeline project in Misenyi District, 
Kagera Region.

Dr Kalemani mentioned some of 
the opportunities as including the 
establishment of various factories 
for the production of goods to be 
used in the project

He said more than 15,000 
Tanzanians will be employed 
during the project’s construction 
period and urged them grab various 
business opportunities for income 
generation. 

He said the aim of the meeting is 
to build up an understanding and 
to explain to Tanzanians about 

their responsibility to participate 
in various businesses that would be 
available during the construction of 
the project, adding that more than 
80 per cent of the work would be 
done by Tanzanians. 

He added that the project work 
has begun and was in the last 
stages of paying compensation 
of land to be taken as well as 
construction of roads towards the 
project sites. 

He added that the project will 
take three years to complete and 
will cost USD 3.5 billion.

The minister mentioned the 
project’s benefits, saying that in 
regard to Singida, Tabora and 
Simiyu regions where the pipeline 
will pass also are expected to 
produce oil hence the country will 
use the same pipeline to transport 
the oil.

He also called the people to 

provide adequate cooperation to 
the government and investors and 
engage in the pipeline’s protection.

For his part, Kagera Regional 
Commissioner Maj Gen. Charles 
Mbuge said the pipeline will push 
up the region’s economy and the 
entire country in general.

He said: “I will make sure the 
project will be implemented 
through close supervision so 
that other nations will know that 
Tanzanians are very serious people 
and patriotic, the situation that will 
make the country continue to get 
various opportunities in projects 
construction from neighbouring 
countries.”

For his part, Muleba North 
Member of parliament Charles 
Mwijage called on the residents 
to come up and grab various 
opportunities to available from the 
project. 

Grab opportunities offered
by Eacop project – minister

Tanzania, Rwanda scrap roaming charges
By Guardian Reporter

THE National Board of 
Accountants and Auditors Tanzania 
(NBAA) has released results for 
the examinations held from May 4 
to 7, this year, with 39 per cent of 
candidates failing.

According to a statement 
issued during the weekend by 
the NBAA executive director, CPA 
Pius Maneno, only 894 out 5,768 
candidates passed the exams.

“In total 894 (15.5 per cent) 
candidates have passed the 
examinations while 2,624 (45.5 
per cent) candidates passed some 
of the subjects in the respective 
examination level and 2,250 (39.0 
per cent) failed their examinations,” 
he said.

He said that in these examinations, 
278 candidates qualify to be 
awarded the professional 
certificate of completion of the 
Certified Public Accountants (CPA) 
programme. The number makes 
a total of 10,766 passed CPAs since 

the commencement of the Board’s 
examinations in May, 1975.

On the CPA (T) equivalent 
qualification award, 13 candidates 
qualify to be awarded. The passed 
candidates make a total of 223 
graduates since the commencement 
of the examinations in November 
2014.

The examinations involved 
examination candidates at levels of 
accounting technicians’ levels I and 
II, foundation level, intermediate 
and final level under the revised 
competence based syllabi.

According to him, in accounting 
technician level I, a total of 17 
candidates passed the examinations 
while 27 passed some of the subjects 
and 30 failed the exams.

In the Accounting Technician 
Level II, Maneno said that 
29 candidates passed their 
examinations and will be issued 
with certificates of completion 
of the Accounting Technician 
Certificates (ATEC) examinations.

In Foundation level (Skills and 

Knowledge), 209 (32.2 per cent) 
passed the exams, 312 (48.1 per cent) 
passed some of the subjects. A total 
of 128 (19.7 per cent) candidates in 
this group failed the examinations.

In Intermediate Level, some 
349 candidates qualified while 
1,372 passed some subjects as 1,175 
candidates failed.

The executive director further 
said in the final stage, a total 290 
(14.7 per cent) candidates have 
passed the examinations while 882 
(42.0 present) passed some of the 
subjects as 856 (43.3 per cent) failed 
their examinations.

Maneno congratulated those who 
have passed their examinations 
and encouraged those who have 
failed to work hard in the future 
examinations attempts.

Further, candidates are advised 
to make good of available learning 
materials when preparing for the 
examinations. They are advised to 
develop a reading culture of other 
books apart from study kits in order 
to widen their understanding.

NBAA releases results for May exams
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Mara regional commissioner Ally Hapi speaks in Musoma municipality at the weekend at the presentation by 
NMB Bank Plc of 750 corrugated iron roofing sheets and 157 desks for schools in the region alongside eight 
delivery beds for Mwalimu Nyerere Memorial Hospital. He is flanked by NMB chief financial officer Juma 
Kimori (L) and Musoma district commissioner Alfany Haule. The bank has previously donated desks, chairs and 
tables worth 68m/- to primary and secondary schools in the region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Njombe

CHEMICAL-free fertiliser that 
seeks to strengthen organic 
farming in Tanzania and increase 
markets for crops produced by 
organic farmers, was launched 
here yesterday by Njombe District 
Commissioner  Kisa Kasongwa  
on behalf of Njombe Regional 
Commissioner Eng. Marwa Rubirya.

Managing director of Guavay 
Company Limited Eng. Ahad Katera 
said the launch ceremony that the 
company is currently producing 
3,500 tonnes a year but plans to 
raise production to 20,000 tonnes 
annually.

He said the company is 
particularly targeting local 
avocado producers so that they 
can competitively sell the fruits in 

European and American markets. 
“We want to help them increase 
productivity so that they can 
compete well and have their fruits 
accepted in those markets,” he said.

He also said they are also targeting 
producers of vanilla, cocoa and 
coffee, explaining that those crops 
when produced by organic farmers 
they have a ready market overseas.

Kasongwa praised the company 
for its pioneering feat and for 
cooperating well with researchers 
from universities of Dar es 
Salaam, Sokoine and Makerere 
and the Commission for Science 
and Technology. The three-year 
research, that started in 2014 and 
ended in 2017, was sponsored by 
Bolnnnovate Africa.

The DC said the fertiliser, being 
marketed under a brand name of 

Hakika,  is also a good for  onion, 
maize and paddy and appealed 
to the company to increase 
production to reduce importation 
of fertilisers. 

She said avodado is now a 
strategic cash crop for Njombe, 
Iringa and Mbeya Regions.  She 
appealed to extension officers to 
educate farm on best ways of using 
the fertiliser and use the fertiliser to 
protect soil health.

The representative of 
Bolnnnovate Africa, Shira Mukiibi, 
said the fertiliser will increase 
agricultural production in Tanzania 
and neighbouring countries.

She praised the Tanzanian 
Government for supporting 
researches that seek to increase 
agricultural production.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Arumeru

TANZANIA is endowed with 
many untrained, but gifted young 
people whose self-acquired 
apprentice skills can be put into 
proper use of high productivity to 
boost the country’s economy.

 “But unfortunately the job 
openings available in the country 
have been snubbing those without 
formal academic credentials 
despite the fact that most of these 
young Tanzanians prove to be more 
industrious than their schooled 
counterparts,” revealed the Arusha 
regional youth development 
officer, Japhet Kurwa.

Kurwa was speaking in Tengeru 
area of Arumeru District, during 
the occasion to mark the ‘World 
Youth Skills Day,’ organized 
by the ‘Deutsche Stiftung 
Weltbevolkerung (DSW),’ which is 
a global development organization 
focusing on the needs and potential 
of the young generation.

“To correct the oversight, 
Tanzania is now conducting a 
nationwide talent recruiting 
exercise to identify informally 
skilled and talented young people 
that will be assimilated into local 
job markets or have their raw 
talents polished for the better,” 
revealed the Regional Youth 
Development Officer.

He added that at the moment 
the Prime Minister’s Office through 
its department of Labour, Youth, 
Employment and Persons with 
Disability, has therefore entered 
into agreement with the Vocational 
Education and Training Authority 
(VETA) to formulate strategies 
that aim at taping creative skills 
from young people who have not 
undergone formal college training.

Speaking during the World 
Youths Skills Day, Mr. Comoro 
Mwenda who is the National 
Program Coordinator for Youth 
Skills Development, at the 

International Labor Organization 
(ILO), said his organization was 
rolling a similar program targeting 
to harness apprentice skills from 
gifted youths.

 “Tanzania, Africa and the world 
in general have been missing out 
on potential capabilities of self-
trained, skilled young people 
who have not undergone any 
formal education, because the 
global jobs markets are blinded 
with the requirements of ‘official 
certification’ from ‘recognized 
institutions.’”

Mwenda pointed out that, most 
of the theoretically trained youth 
graduating from mainstream 
learning institutions have been 
faring badly when exposed 
to practical environments at 
workplaces such that the world 
is now diverting attention to raw 
talents found from self-trained 
young people to fill the gaps.

Peter Owaga, is the DSW 
country director who stated that 
his organization had already 
started recruiting, empowering 
and encouraging talented young 
people to showcase their skills for a 
series of development projects.

 “Many young people work 
as apprentices in a number of 
industrial entities and the majority 
after learning the trade at work 
places become even better skilled 
than their supervisors, these are 
the talents that the country needs 

to tap into for future development,” 
said Owaga.

With just a few weeks left before 
the 2021 National Population and 
Housing Census is conducted, 
Tanzania is estimated to have 60 
million people and half of this 
figure comprises the youth, a 
rather large army of 30 million.

It was learned during the event 
that; Tanzania’s economy has been 
growing steadily for the past years 
and to enhance this growth even 
further, national strategies have 
been put in place to support youth 
skills and employability.

The government has set 
deliberate measures and 
affirmative actions for the purpose 
of promoting and enhancing 
economic opportunities through 
financial support, knowledge 
and skills schemes to enable 
its community members to 
meaningfully participate in 
economic activities.

According to the Tanzania 
Integrated Labour Force Survey 
report 2014, youth that enter the 
workforce each year in Tanzania 
are mostly in the agriculture and 
informal sector. Despite these 
opportunities, young people 
are not fully engaged because 
they lack tangible skills and the 
situation is particularly difficult 
for young women and girls who 
face even greater challenges 
in securing productive and 
fulfilling employment than their 
counterparts in the informal sector.

Like many other countries, 
Tanzania is failing to tap from skills 
being showcased by young people 
because the mostly mainstream job 
market only recognizes those with 
official academic documents.

Many talented and industrious 
young people are left out of 
mainstream productive channels 
for lacking academic qualifications 
as represented on paper 
certificates.

Govt produces chemical-free
fertiliser for organic farmers

Prime Minister’s office to identify untrained
but gifted youths for special jobs provisions

Many talented and 
industrious young 
people are left 
out of mainstream 
productive channels 
for lacking academic 
qualifications as 
represented on 
paper certificates
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By Guardian Reporter 

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
has hailed the Bank of Africa (BOA) 
for its continued efforts to support 
Tanzania in various development 
sectors.

He made the statement recently 
when he held talks  with the bank’s 
president Othman Benjelloun at the 
Sofitel Hotel, Rabat in Morocco.

He said that the bank’s presence 
in Tanzania has enabled the people 
to benefit from the various services 
provided. “On behalf of the President 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan we 
thank the Bank of Africa for these 
efforts,” said the Premier.

In addition, the Prime Minister 
advised President Benjelloun to 
continue to expand the scope of 
the bank’s services in the country to 
reach more Tanzanians, especially in 
the sectors of education, agriculture, 

livestock and minerals.
The Prime Minister promised 

to prepare a mechanism to bring 
together the Bank’s leadership and 
the private sector in Tanzania to see 
how they can work together to serve 
Tanzanians. 

For his part, President Benjelloun 
said the bank’s goal is to continue to 
grow its investment in Tanzania. 

He said: “We are ready to invest 
in areas where Tanzanian national 
leaders will advise us with the aim of 
making our contribution to building 
the economy.”

Minister of Agriculture, Prof Adolf 
Mkenda said that the bank should 
help promote Tanzania-Morocco 
relations in the agricultural sector 
especially in crops such as rice, 
tobacco, coffee and other crops.

Zanzibar Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Leila Muhamed Mussa 
has said there are coastal areas that 

have not been invested so far so it 
is an opportunity for investors to 
use them and that the President of 
the Revolutionary Government of 
Zanzibar Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi has 
opened the doors for investors.

He also asked the bank to see how 
to enable organic farmers to carry 
out their activities more efficiently.

Together with the bank’s 
participation in the various 
development projects, the bank 
has shown its determination in 
supporting the Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) by providing 
tailor-made products and services 
together with stream lined services 
which has been the major attraction 
of customers to the bank. 

As a commercial bank the bank 
client segment involves Retail 
customers, Small and Medium 
Enterprises (SMEs) and corporate 
customers. 

Govt in move to reduce
fertiliser transport costs

By Guardian Reporter 

THE rate of unemployment has 
continued to be one of the major 
challenges in the country in recent 
years, and ultimately affecting 
economic welfare of individuals 
and the country at large. 

Nevertheless, the government 
in collaboration with various 
stakeholders has been hard at work 
to mitigate this through various 
innovative initiatives that have 
further spearheaded the growth 
of sustainable entrepreneurial 
practices amongst Tanzanians.

It is with this regard that Barrick 
Company has taken the initiative 
to support government’s efforts to 
support and encourage the growth 
of entrepreneurship within the 
community in which it operates 
through its Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initiatives. 

Through its CSR initiatives, 
Barrick has been enabling 
entrepreneurs within its vicinity 
by providing training on practicing 
sustainable entrepreneurship 
as well as bankrolling their 
entrepreneurial initiatives.

One of the entrepreneurs from 
Bugarama village in Shinyanga 
Region, Clementina Felix, a mother 
of two said for many years, women 
in her village have been dependent 
and facing financial challenges.

However, she said ever since 
Barrick started helping and 
bankrolling their entrepreneurship 
initiatives them they have now 
experienced financial freedom 
whereas they are now practicing 
entrepreneurship through modern 
farming and animal husbandry.

We used to practice agriculture 

and animal husbandry without the 
appropriate skills for agro-business 
and we ended up with no profits 
from our hard labour, so we are 
grateful for Barrick for introducing 
a program that aims to support 
economic initiatives of more than 
200 residents of villages in the 
vicinity of its mine, said Felix.

Another beneficiary of Barricks’ 
CSR program, Berita Nyawanga, a 
resident of Mwiguru ward where 
the mining company has its CSR 
foot, commended the efforts 
done by Barrick and urged the 
company to continue supporting 
entrepreneurs in the areas 
especially women and youths who 
are highly affected by the rate of 
unemployment.

Community Manager for Barrick 
at the Bulyanhulu mine, Anthony 
Sebastian said the mining company 
is implementing the program to 
empower entrepreneurs as part of 
its CSR in the vicinity surrounding 
the mine, adding that they are 
keen to improve welfare of the 
people surrounding the mine by 
giving them entrepreneurial skills 
as well as educating them on best 
practices for modern agriculture 
and animal husbandry.

We are of the view that 
entrepreneurship, agriculture and 
animal husbandry can provide 
employment as well as improve 
people economic welfare, and this 
is why we created this program 
that would enable people from 
various wards surrounding the 
mine to benefit, he said.

Sebastian noted that to ensure 
that the program is sustainable, 
the mining company has been 
sponsoring entrepreneurship 

trainings every week whereas 
villagers would gather and attend 
trainings facilitated by specialists 
in entrepreneurship on how to 
effectively conduct their economic 
activities and for those who 
practice agricultural activities also 
given fertilizer and seeds.

Apart from training them, 
Barrick has been enabling them to 
attend business related expo like 
the Dar es Salaam International 
Trade Fair and others where they 
get to showcase their products, 
search for markets and increase 
their skills on entrepreneurship 
from others.

Barrick has in place other 
community projects such as health, 
education and environment, 
which benefit its surrounding 
communities.

Sebastian mentioned some of the 
community projects implemented 
by Barrick Bulyanhulu as the 
construction of classrooms at 
Bulyanhulu secondary school 
and Kakola primary school, 
construction of dormitories 
for girls at the Bugarama 
secondary school, facilitating the 
purchase of an X-ray machine 
for Bugarama medical centre, as 
well as improving the morgue. In 
implementing these entire project, 
the mining company has spent a 
total of 1bn/-.

He expressed his gratitude for 
the support the mining company 
receives from the local government 
in overseeing implementation of 
community projects in the area, 
pledging that Barrick will continue 
to support government’s efforts 
in mitigating socio-economic 
challenges.

 Barrick empowers entrepreneurs in 
14 villages around Bulyanhulu mine

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa has a word in Rabat with Moroccan banker billionaire businessman Othman 
Benjelloun, president and CEO of multinational pan-African banking conglomerate Bank of Africa, during a 
just-ended official visit to Morocco. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Majaliwa hails bank for continuing with support 
to various development projects across Tanzania

By Guardian Correspondent

THE government has promised 
to reduce fertiliser transport costs 
in the country to enable farmers 
get the input at affordable price as 
opposed to the current situation 
where the prices have risen during 
the last few months.  

This was revealed by Agriculture 
deputy minister  Hussein Bashe at 
the weekend as he was addressing 
fertiliser transporters.

He said the ministry plans to talk 
to Tanzania Railways Corporation 
(TRC) to reduce transport cost of 
the commodity from dealers to 
various areas in the country.

“We have had discussions with 
fertiliser importers and discussed 
various things, firstly to know how 
much fertiliser the country has 
during the month of July, who is 
importing how much so that we 
should not experience any kind of 

shortage,” Bashe said. 
“In January I instructed TFRA to 

sit together with TRC and today I 
will meet with its Director General 
to discuss fertiliser transport 
cost as well as the availability of 
wagons,” he added.

He said due to fertiliser price 
rise at world market contributed 
by Covid-19 pandemic, also saw 
the input’s price increase in the 
country, thereby becoming a 
burden to farmers.

Citing examples, Bashe said DAP 
fertiliser was formerly being sold 
at USD 416 per tonne, but now 
the price is USD 650; while UREA 
that was being sold at USD 359 per 
tonne was now being sold USD 
560 per tonne; whereas CAN was 
formerly sold at USD 274, was now 
being sold at USD 420 per tonne.  

“We have also instructed TFRA 
and TARI to educate farmers 
on alternative fertiliser via TV 

programmes to enable farmers 
understand the usage of these 
fertilisers.

Meanwhile, Deputy Minister 
Bashe said the government will 
continue investing in research 
to increase the quality of locally 
produced fertiliser in order for 
the country to be self-sufficient in 
the in the farm input than solely 
depending on imports.

“In the coming two to three years 
local fertiliser production will be 
increased, we have the Minjingu 
company that had initially faced 
challenges which have now been 
solved,” he added.

He said through this fertilise 
producer, local production of 
the input could increase from 
the current 100,000 tonnes to 
200,000 tonnes, adding that 
this could reduce the burden in 
regard to high cost of imported 
fertiliser.
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W
ORLD Snake Day 
is celebrated on 
july 16 every year. 
unfortunately many 

people do not like snake and have 
bad associations about them. Snakes 
are said to be conniving and - there 
even is an own expression - snaky. 
But they are beautiful and to some 
extend endangered animals.  World 
Snake Day is an important day when 
it comes to increasing awareness 
about the different species of snake 
all around the world. Snakes tend 
to have a negative connotation. A 
lot of people are scared of snakes, 
and of course, we can definitely 
understand the reasons why! No 
one likes the thought of being 
gobbled up by a snake, do they? 
Plus, when someone is two-faced 
or a bad person, they are often 
referred to as snakes. However, 
snakes are great creatures and they 
are so important to the world that 
we live in. 

Did you know that there are more 
than 3,5000 species of a snake 
around the world? Because of this, 
it is not going to be a challenge for 
you to find a snake that fascinates 
you and interests you that you may 
not have heard of before, even if you 
are someone who is interested in 
snakes and you have a pet snake of 
your own! So, this is one of the good 
reasons why to research snakes and 
learn more about them on this date. 
After all, there is so much that you 
can learn!

Snakes have gotten something 
of a bad rap over the past few 
thousand years. What with that one 
snake tricking that nice lady into 
eating an apple way back when, 
thus condemning the entire human 
race to mortality, snakes have been 
mistrusted if not flat-out feared. 

And while it is understandable 
that people may fear an animal that 
can easily kill them, we think these 
fascinating, diverse creatures that 
range from several inches to 30 feet 
long, and from friendly and docile 
to aggressive and deadly, deserve 
for people to find out more about 
them.

Of the 3,500 species of a snake 
around the world, there are only 
around 600 that are venomous. 
This is less than 25 per cent of 
snakes! There are only 200 species 
of snake that pose a considerable 
risk to human life as well. Therefore, 
snakes are nowhere near as 
worrying or scary as we think they 
are. Of course, this does not mean 
that you should go up and start 
petting any snake that you come 
across! However, it is definitely 
something to think about. Perhaps 
we give these animals a much 
harder time than they deserve?

  Snakes are highly effective 
predators and play a vital role in 
maintaining the balance of nature 
in each of these realms. Snakes are 
also fascinating in that they have 
a prehistoric lineage, thus giving 
us a glimpse back to a prehistoric 
time when the earth was ruled by 
reptiles—many people have no idea 
that modern reptiles are literally 
the living, breathing cousins of 
dinosaurs.

The species that seem to fascinate 
people the most are the King Cobra, 
the largest venomous snake in the 
world most people have seen in 
movies being coaxed out of a basket 
by a snake charmer; the Rattlesnake, 
that has forced countless people to 
suck its poison out of the bite before 
it’s too late; and the Reticulated 
Python, the world’s longest snake 
that kills its prey by strangling it.

G
ENDER-based violence 
can take different forms 
and mostly affects 
women and girls. GBV 

is violence directed against a 
person because of that person’s 
gender or violence that affects 
persons of a particular gender 
disproportionately. Violence against 
women is understood as a violation 
of human rights and a form of 
discrimination against women and 
shall mean all acts of gender-based 
violence that result in, or are likely 
to result in physical harm, sexual 
harm, psychological, or economic 
harm or suffering to women. It can 
include violence against women, 
domestic violence against women, 
men or children living in the same 
domestic unit. Although women 
and girls are the main victims of 
GBV, it also causes severe harm to 
families and communities.

 GBV can take various forms: 
Physical: it results in injuries, 
distress and health problems. 
Typical forms of physical violence 
are beating, strangling, pushing, 
and the use of weapons. In the 
Eu, 31  per cent of women have 
experienced one or more acts of 
physical violence since the age of 
15. Sexual: it includes sexual acts, 
attempts to obtain a sexual act, acts 
to traffic, or acts otherwise directed 
against a person’s sexuality without 
the person’s consent. It’s estimated 
that one in 20 women (5  pc) has 
been raped in Eu countries since 
the age of 15. Psychological: includes 
psychologically abusive behaviours, 
such as controlling, coercion, 
economic violence and blackmail. 
43 per cent of women in the 28 Eu 
countries have experienced some 
form of psychological violence by 
an intimate partner.

Examples of gender-based 
violence include domestic violence 

includes all acts of physical, sexual, 
psychological and economic 
violence that occur within the family, 
domestic unit, or between intimate 
partners. These can be former or 
current spouses also when they 
don’t share the same residence. 22 
% of all women who have (had) a 
partner have experienced physical 
and/or sexual violence by a partner 
since the age of 15. Sex-based 
harassment includes unwelcome 
verbal, physical or other non-verbal 
conduct of a sexual nature with the 
purpose or effect of violating the 
dignity of a person. Between 45 
per cent  to 55 per cent of women 
in the Eu have experienced sexual 
harassment since the age of 15.

It is most welcome news that 
uNFPA has beefed up GBV fight 
against children in Kigoma. 
The united Nations Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Agency 
(uNFPA)  handed over three gender 
desks and police station buildings 
worth 200m/- in Buhigwe and 
uvinza districts, Kigoma Region.

Speaking during the handing over 
ceremony, Director of Children’s 
Dignity Forum (CDF) Koshima 
mtengati said the vision behind this 
goodwill gesture is to combat sexual 
violation against children in the 
western region. 

He recounted that the region is 
known for its high involvement in 
sexual ills in favour of these little 
ones and in most cases are reported 
to be violated by those close to 
them including relatives, teachers, 
guardians and neighbours.

Apart from Kigoma, other 
regions such as Shinyanga, mara, 
Dodoma, Singida, manyara, Dar es 
Saalam, Kilimanjaro, and Tabora 
for the past five years have also 
been championing incidence of 
sexual violence including rape and 
sodomy.

Misunderstood reptiles and vital role
they play in ecosystems around world 

Wanted: Global action to
end gender-based violence

By Special Correspondent

P
RESIDENT Hage Geingob 
hit the nail on the 
head in stating that the 
underlying factors which 

led to violence and looting in South 
Africa are rife in Namibia too.

The president is also correct that 
poverty and hunger have caused 
pent-up frustrations among the 
majority of the population.

Such frustrations can easily be 
hijacked by self-serving leaders 
to incite the type of protests that 
brought much of ‘big brother’ 
South Africa to a standstill amid the 
deaths of civilians and destruction 
of private and public property.

But we believe the president may 
be overly optimistic in thinking 
that Namibians may not engage in 
rioting, because we are a “peaceful 
country, and democracy”, with its 
“open door”, fosters dialogue.

While it does not seem obvious 
that Namibia has a jacob Zuma 
to incite mindless violence and 
destruction, it is important to bear 
in mind that looting can flare up 
from unexpected quarters.

Over the past two decades, 
the unstoppable disorderly land 
occupation that has manifested 
itself as the eyesore of shack 
dwellings countrywide is ample 
proof of people defying laws easily.

Not even the authorities in 
Windhoek with their relatively 
efficient City Police have managed 

to slow sprawling ‘informal 
settlements’.

If anything, Namibia had some 
warning of what’s happening in 
South Africa when the City Police 
clashed with people allocating land 
to themselves.

We can only hope the masses will 
not be easily misled.

Nonetheless, our leaders should 
be spurred to action by the turmoil 
in South Africa, where more than 
70 people have been killed in three 
days.

most Namibians will not buy 
excuses that Covid-19, the drought, 
and factors external to the country 
are responsible for the massive 
decline in their living standards.

Simonis Storm’s analysis of an 
8% drop in the economy since 2016 
will help us appreciate that the 
way Namibia has been governed 
has contributed to poverty and 
declining health services.

unam-based economist Roman 
Grynberg calculates that people’s 
living standards will have dropped 
by 20% in seven years by next year.

That’s ominous.
The government has wasted 

public money on white elephants 

- a fuel-storage depot (N$7 billion), 
the Neckartal Dam (N$5,7 billion), 
Tipeeg (N$15 billion), and the list 
goes on.

Even when road projects were 
undertaken at a cost of billions, the 
underlying motive was to line the 
pockets of a few.

It is difficult not to suspect that a 
Cabinet decision to push ahead with 
a desalination plant is more about 
benefiting the politically connected 
than the country.

The government has ignored 
what experts believe is a cheaper 
and quicker option to develop 
underground water sources in the 
Ohangwena and Kavango regions, 
which would help promote food 
security. Once again, consumers 
will foot the bill for pet projects.

meanwhile, education, health 
and creating a better environment 
for job creation get scant attention.

Little is being invested in 
expanding internet connectivity 
and making it cheaper to facilitate 
affordable trade for entrepreneurs 
and small to medium businesses.

The government is sticking 
to regulations that stifle new 
enterprises, despite urging 

companies to invest and create jobs.
Instead of coming up with 

enabling policies that would help 
Namibians set up productive 
businesses, the government is 
pushing ahead with its so-called 
Neeeb black empowerment plans, 
which anyone can see are aimed at 
getting the ruling elites and their 
connections a slice of existing 
but dwindling white-owned 
businesses.

The government continues to 
give away public resources to a 
few individuals for free, through 
fisheries, mining, land resettlement 
and state tenders.

unless you drastically change 
course, mr President and Swapo, 
you will be culpable of creating 
conditions for chaos similar to that 
in South Africa, factors you rightly 
conclude make desperate people 
susceptible to being used.

We have ignored similar events 
in Zimbabwe under Robert mugabe 
and Zanu PF.

We are now being warned a 
second time by the events in South 
Africa.

Do not fiddle while South Africa 
burns.

Violence in  South Africa  
wake-up call for Namibia

By Ray Hartley and Greg Mills  

T
HE political and 
socioeconomic crisis 
in South Africa has not 
arisen by chance. It is 

a result of liberation-movement 
populism, that protects entitlement 
and impunity. There is going to be 
a rough ride ahead, but there are 
approaches that can lead to a more 
inclusive, more functional society. 

  
From the blazing shopping malls 

of KZN to the hapless condition 
of the police, we are seeing 
evidence of the state of the ANC 
and South African politics. In the 
rampant lawlessness and selfish 
opportunism, we have glimpsed the 
abyss into which we are plunging 
unless we change direction.

It is a world of economic 
desolation, of an impotent state and 
of racial polarisation, which shares 
much with the Venezuelan slide 
except that the government there 
still wields power.

However, if we raise our gaze from 
the ashes, we will see that we can 
recover and even emerge stronger. 
But this will not happen without 
a seismic change in our political 
alignment. The failed politics of 
the past decade must be set aside 
and the opportunity to build a new 
consensus must be seized.

In the immediate term, the 

government will, with the help of the 
private sector, gain back a measure 
of security and social control. The 
damage, however, has been done 
and the criminals that have extorted 
at the margins have come out of the 
shadows to occupy a central role in 
deciding what business must pay in 
order to proceed.

This situation has not arisen by 
chance. It is the consequence of 
liberation-movement populism, 
according to which entitlement 
and impunity go hand in hand. 
A zero-sum mentality pervades 
along with an unhealthy dose of 
1960s ideology. The ANC’s policy 
confusion reflects the polar division 
across the South African political 
landscape, between populist 
redistributionists, as exemplified 
by the EFF, and the pro-market 
constitutionalists epitomised by 
the DA. To the right of the DA lurk 
those who preach dangerous ethnic 
sermons. The ANC’s attempts 
to span liberation-movement 
populism and constitutionalism left 
it organisationally paralysed and 
directionally schizophrenic.

There are two short-term 
opportunities for resetting politics 

in a more positive direction.  
In the first, President Cyril 

Ramaphosa takes command, 
displaying leadership, getting 
tougher and putting policies in 
place that will ensure growth while 
reeling in state expenditure.

A second opportunity provides 
more. In this scenario, the 
constitutionalists recognise the 
severity of the crisis and put aside 
their differences to return the 
country to the rule of law.

The DA, which should see a surge 
in support at the local government 
elections — unless the RET 
faction can get them postponed 
— would be an attractive partner 
for the pro-market, pro-growth 
constitutionalists in the ANC.

The DA would likely accept this 
scenario, simply because there is 
no way that it will gain an electoral 
majority in the next generation of 
SA politics. But it could conceivably 
be the broker of a different future, 
underpinned by values of respect 
for the rule of law, non-racialism, 
and the economy shared with the 
ANC’s constitutionalists.

The alternative is truly too ghastly 
to contemplate: The ANC turns to its 

corrupt RET faction and the equally 
corrupt EFF to form a coalition of 
the lawless that makes our current 
predicament seem like a picnic.

The unravelling of the ANC 
between these two poles of the RET 
faction and the constitutionalists 
will quicken if former president 
jacob Zuma stays in jail. And if he 
doesn’t, the RET faction will take 
this as a victory.

For the country, like the ANC, 
there is going to be, either way, a 
rough ride ahead, but there is no 
question which rough patch leads 
to a more inclusive, more functional 
society.

What South Africa needs is for 
the law-abiding middle from across 
political parties to stand together 
for constitutionalism and the rule of 
law. The construction of an effective 
criminal justice system that can act 
to protect life and limb and that can 
put the criminal syndicates who run 
these anarchic disruptions behind 
bars will have to be a priority.

We need a mature democratic 
system where the parties that 
support the rule of law and 
economic reform are in charge. 
There is simply no alternative.

It’s time for the law-abiding middle 
to take ownership of South Africa
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But along with 
genuine health 
problems that have 
been underfunded 
or neglected in 
developing  countries, 
depression can 
be a serious one, 
although it can be the 
unregulated spin off 
from the industry that 
might also cause some 
harm

Start the Week With Cynthia StaCey

W
ell, Monday morning greetings, and 
I hope you readers are feeling cheer-
ful…..though there’s a certain group 
of people, who’d perhaps wished you 

weren’t.
recently, I’ve come across a few articles on depres-

sion, and realised that quite a lot of reading materials 
nowadays contain issues on this malady, often aimed 
at women especially.

…….and like other aspects of the ‘health’ industry in 
western nations, it has profitably gained momentum 
over time.

Some years ago, there was intensive coverage of de-
pression on the BBC World Service, with daily discus-
sions on its consequences for the african continent, 
where the problem according to the World Health 
Organisation at the time, had been ignored or under-
estimated. 

One reporter, talking to an expert who spoke of 
an epidemic, almost pleadingingly asked him…..’’’but 
could it even become a pandemic”?

this might have been a good example of the self-
fulfilling prophecy, with the west once more manipu-
lating developing nations, and I imagined an army 
of self styled foreign specialists, consultants, and as-
sorted hangers on, ready to depart for africa if things 
really got under way.

But along with genuine health problems that have 
been underfunded or neglected in developing coun-
tries, depression can be a serious one, although it can 
be the unregulated spin off from the industry that 
might also cause some harm.

the mega powerful advertising companies are 
surely ready to pounce on any vulnerable chink in 
the human armour, and have suceeded in making 
many people chronic worriers, dependant on expen-
sive vitamins and antidepressant medicines, deplet-
ing their natural coping mechanisms in the process. 

…are you feeling a little low this Monday morning 
because the fun weekend is over…no, you’re clinically 
depressed…reach for the pills!

It seems capitalist economies are where every as-
pect of the human condition can be labelled and ex-
aggerated in order to create marketing opportunities.

there are women (and some men) in western coun-
tries who’ve received large amounts of public fund-
ing for cosmetic surgery, because they convinced 
their doctors that they were depresssed due to the 
way they looked.    this seems like cultivated depres-
sion, a modern day condition aided by commercial 
interests.

But should it be promoted or fostered in africa 
where people have genuine hardships and concerns, 
yet often have a strength and stoicism also, which can 
enable them to cope, when beset by multiple disas-
ters.

…though who knows….. in the future, and stealthily 
promoted , this ‘ailment’ could compete with the big 
causes, just imagine third world depression…the pos-
sibilities could be endless! 

there must be thousands of relatively contented 
people living in countries where the rich nations can 
intervene, and who can be made miserable to enrich 
the multi national drug companies etc.

……surely tanzania wouldn’t be left out….so maybe 
enterprising locals should start preparing some NGOs 
in advance, and muscle in on the benefits to come…!    

Xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx
xxxxxxxxxx

Well I enjoyed that bit of ...of whatever…satire with a 
message perhaps, which brings me to the next topic…
.a cause of mild depression for some people maybe, 
but a source of business opportunities for others.

Some years ago, I was mystified to see enormous 
steel girders being erected at the Palm Beach end of 
the Selander Bridge, as some huge mangrove trees 
were cut down.   Days later, this was revealed as 
merely being for a monstrous bill board advertising 
cigarettes, but on a size and scale seldom seen in the 
city before.

apart from the aborted rufiji prawn project years 
earlier, which was halted due to civic protest, I 
couldn’t remember any other environmental issue 
that had aroused such a response from the public, 
and the media as this one did. 

Depressing times….to overcome?
People complained at the con-

tent of the advert, the removal of 
the trees, and the size and siting of 
the vast bill board itself.

the Nationnal environmen-
tal Management Council (NeMC) 
eventually visited the site, and a 
few days later, the structure was 
removed. 

I’m still unsure, but I’d hoped 
this was a sign that many Dar resi-
dents cared about their city, and 
the mega sized hoardings that 
were just beginning to disfigure 
the urban landscape.

though there have been some  
improvements to the suburban 
areas and elswhere, I  feel that the 
disfigurement in much of Dar’s  
capital is almost complete, with 
the once attractive and harmoni-
ous city degraded by the giant ad-
vertising signs, which seem more 
appropriate for the vast imperson-
al american freeways than here.   

It’s no surprise that this blight 
appears to have been unregulated 
over the years, partially perhaps in 
a bid for revenue at any cost, plus 
negligence from local and central 
government organs in their stew-
ardship of the “bill board indus-
try”. 

......but time to close, in the 
knowledge that the government 
has recently told the nation via 
the media,”You can now query the 
govt. from home’’…..what a bril-
liant idea ….just give me a week to 
come up with some ideas…along 
with you readers perhaps…? 
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By Niren Tolsi 

T
he past week's violence 
and looting - and the po-
tential for an orchestrated 
race war in the province - 

have evoked haunting scenes from 
a bitter and bloody history.

On the night of 13 January 1949, 
my father slept in the sugar-cane 
fields in Doringkop, on the Kwa-
Zulu-Natal North Coast, along with 
the women and children in his 
family. he was eight years old.

News had reached the tiny farm-
ing hamlet that there had been ri-
oting earlier that day in Durban's 
Grey Street area. Shops owned 
by people of South asian descent 
had been looted. the violence 
had started after an altercation 
between a man of South asian de-
scent and a youngster of Zulu her-
itage at the Victoria Street Market.

It was the spark that would lead 
to another two days and nights of 
wanton destruction of homes and 
buildings during an "anti-Indian" 
pogrom defined by murders, rapes 
and wounds of race and ethnicity 

Kwazulu-Natal races back to 1949
that, 27 years after the end of a rac-
ist and oppressive system, South 
africa has yet to fully heal.

Most of the violence 71 years ago 
was centred in the multi-ethnic 
working-class neighbourhood of 
Cato Manor, or umkhumbane in 
isiZulu. the attacks were orches-
trated by provocateurs who mobi-
lised the all-male, all-Zulu hostels 
in the city as well as other local 
networks. the anaemic police and 
army presence did not react to the 
violence happening in front of it. 
Donald L horowitz, in the Deadly 
ethnic riot, describes white wom-
en celebrating the violence "danc-
ing up the streets" afterwards.

the official count of the dev-
astation was given as 142 deaths 
and 1 087 injured. One school and 
one factory were completely de-
stroyed, along with 58 shops and 
247 homes, while two factories, 

652 shops and 1 285 homes were damaged.
the next night and the night after that, my father's 

stepmother and his sisters slept in the homes of their 
african neighbours. the adult men stood guard over 
the small farm that my grandfather, whose parents 
were indentured labourers, had bought in partner-
ship with a cousin after they had saved enough mon-
ey working at a local sugar mill. My dad and his broth-
ers slept outside among the stalks of sugar cane; for 
a little boy, the experience was a bewildering mix of 
fear and adventure.

On the night of 13 July 2021, I helped my mother 
and father pack small bags with their identity docu-
ments, last wills and testaments, chronic medica-
tion and a change of clothes. My father also packed 
a small bag with a winter jersey of food and treats for 
their overindulged and overweight dachshund, toby.

there was no sense of adventure in the air. there 
was bewilderment. Distress and pain, too. and an un-
fathomable sense of foreboding that they may have 
to leave their entire lives behind.

A story of townspeople
My father is 80 years old now. My mother is 77, but 

she protests that the apartheid government recorded 
her date of birth incorrectly. they are both retired 
school principals who are easily recognised by many 
in Stanger (KwaDukuza), the working-class town 
where they have built their lives together, and their 
home in which my sister and I grew up.

Most adults in Stanger have gone through their 
schools at some point and both are fondly remem-
bered and respected. 

for this, if I am recognised as my parents' child, 
I am usually guaranteed a wider smile and a warm 
message for them from these locals. Sometimes I 
even benefit from a discount at one of the many 
shops in the town that have passed through genera-
tions of the same family.

My parents are solid citizens. People who have 
worked their whole lives to build and uplift their 
community.

When she was principal of Parkgate Primary 
School in Ottawa, nearer to Durban, my mother re-
ceived children from Zwelisha, near Phoenix, and 
from newly built rDP homes near her school. those 
communities had been relocated from shack set-
tlements from Clare estate and other parts of Dur-
ban. On the occasions that I have met her former 
students, they have spoken - without hyperbole - of 
my mother as a role model, of her school being an 
enabling and life-changing experience for them.

Zwelisha is a decades old shack settlement that 
dates back to the 1990s. Whatever socioeconomic 
gains have been made in post-apartheid South af-
rica, precious few have come close to its impov-
erished edges. It is where, over the past week, 20 
people are reported to have been killed in what ap-
pears to be increasing racial violence in KwaZulu-
Natal. 

the tension has been orchestrated by provoca-
teurs apparently intent on stoking race-based civil 

war in the province by targeting specific communi-
ties that have deep-running fractures based on in-
equality and racial mistrust.

My parents believe that ordinary people build 
communities and a country. they have a strong af-
finity for equality. In 2010, when the local munici-
pality sought to build a statue of Mahatma Gandhi 
to commemorate the 150 years since the arrival of 
the indentured labourers in South africa, my father 
petitioned them, on principle, to rather commission 
a statue celebrating the thousands of indentured la-
bourers themselves. he also pointed out that Gandhi 
only arrived in South africa in 1893 as a lawyer, not 
a bonded labourer. the KwaDukuza local municipal-
ity, as is the wont of the aNC generally, preferred the 
elite individual over ordinary people.

My parents care about their community and their 
country.

Yet on tuesday night they were preparing, if nec-
essary, to leave their entire lives behind. Photo al-
bums, books, family heirlooms and furniture passed 
down through generations, birthday cards made by 
my niece during lockdown... everything that repre-
sents who they are, and what they have survived in a 
country that has often been oppressive to them, but 
that they still celebrate as their only one. a country 
that they have helped build without any thought of 
recognition or self-enrichment. One that they were 
watching being destroyed in front of their eyes.

I saw a pain in them that no person should have 
to bear. I discussed connecting the water hose to an 
indoor tap with my father, in the instance of our cars 
in the front yard being petrol-bombed. I swung some 
sports equipment around, wondering if a childhood 
cricket bat would be enough to fend off an attack on 
their home. I tried not to alarm them, but I cried in-
side.

A looming race war
KwaZulu-Natal appears to be careering towards a 

full-blown civil war. a war instigated by provocateurs 
on the ground and on social networking platforms 
like twitter, along lines of race and class. But mainly 
race. Indeed, a mode of making claims in the name 
of race is being actively used to erase the question 
of class.

It is a race war to which the government, with its 
failing intelligence-gathering structures, is only now 
turning its attention. Part of a wider conflict, whose 
flames have been gleefully cheered on by people, 
including former president Jacob Zuma's daughter 
Duduzile Zuma-Sambudla and her twin brother Du-
duzane, on social media.

 a race war that has been fomented for several 
years already by the "anti-Indian" demagoguery of 
people like eff leader Julius Malema. One that in 
recent weeks has been stoked by trolls like @nkunz_
emnyama (Son_of_the_azanian_Soil) and @fallIndi-
ans (Indians Must fall) on twitter.

there has also been incitement on the ground that 
began during the early stages of the various mobilisa-
tions of the past week. 
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By Guardian Correspondent, Serengeti 

GRUMeTI Game Reserves has handed over a new 
church building to the Catholic Diocese of Musoma, 
whose construction worth Us$450,000 (1bn/-) has been 
fully sponsored by the investor, at a  village in serengeti 
District, Mara Region.

The church building has been built at natta-Mbiso vil-
lage in Tanzania’s wildlife-rich district of serengeti, earlier 
this year.

Bishop Michael Msongazila led a special church service 
to bless and inaugurate the church last Friday after a day, 
after the investor handed over the church to him.

 “The church building was handed over to me yester-
day (Thursday evening) and we are today blessing it to of-
ficially make it our house of worship,” the RC Bishop said.

He thanked the American investor for funding con-
struction of the church for the village Catholics as well as 
continuing to support local development projects in vil-
lages bordering wildlife conservation areas in western 
serengeti.

“even having a house of worship is social development. 
I thank God for the investor of Grumeti Reserves,” Bishop 
Msonganzila who was accompanied by several priests 
and local church elders remarked.

The new church has the capacity to accommodate be-
tween 400 to 500 worshippers at a go, according to local 
church elders.

Bishop Msonganzila said the church will put the inves-
tor on the list of those who deserve prayers and blessings 
of the faithful.

Grumeti Reserves representative, noel Mbise said 
besides investing heavily in wildlife conservation, the 
presence of the investor in Tanzania has continued to 

transform lives in many ways, including supporting schol-
arships to needy but bright students through Grumeti 
Fund.

 “sustainable wildlife conservation cannot be possible 
without involvement of the community. The investor sup-
ports not only wildlife conservation but also the commu-
nity,” Mbise who is also the General Manager of Research 
and Community Unit at Grumeti said.

He said the church building will continue to enhance 
the existing good relationship between the investor who 
is also a catholic and local communities.

Grumeti Reserves operates several world-class lodges 
in Tanzania including sasakwa, and the company has also 
massively invested in conservation and community devel-
opment in western serengeti, through Grumeti Fund.

The area Parish Priest, Fr Jeremia Musira asked thou-
sands of the church believers to clap hands for the inves-
tor as a gesture of appreciation, during the grand inau-
guration ceremony of the modern church, coloured by a 
special Mass led by Bishop Msonganzila.

Construction works of the church were carried out by 
Grumeti Construction, a sister company to Grumeti Re-
serves, after the investor donated Us$ 450,000 to support 
the project in recent months.

“The money came directly from the investor to build 
the church,’’ Martha Baare, a senior official with Grumeti 
Reserves, said early this year when construction of the 
church was ongoing.

she said the Us investor has been attending church ser-
vices hosted by the natta-Mbiso village Roman Catholic 
Church very often whenever he visited Tanzania.

“There has been a long term relationship between our 
investor and the church.  And many of our workers go to 
worship in the same church,” she said.

Bishop Michael Msonganzila (L)of the Musoma Diocese of Catholic Church inaugurates a modern 
church building at Natta-Mbiso village in Serengeti District last Friday. The church was built at 
US$450,000 (1bn/-). Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Us investor hands over 1bn/- church
building to serengeti District village

WASHINGTON

THe white House has announced that the Biden 
administration will donate approximately 25 mil-
lion COVID-19 vaccines to be distributed in Africa. 

Planned to be made in the next few days are ship-
ments of the Johnson & Johnson one-shot vaccine 
to Burkina Faso, Djibouti and ethiopia.

In the coming weeks, U.s. officials say, Johnson & 
Johnson, Moderna or Pfizer vaccines will be made 
available to 49 African countries. 

The administration says the government has col-
laborated fully with the African Union, the Africa 
Centres for Disease Control (Africa CDC), the Afri-
can Vaccine Acquisition Trust, the Afreximbank, a 
Cairo-based multi-lateral trade finance institution, 
and the Covax collaborative for equitable vaccine 
distribution, co-led by the world Health Organiza-
tion (wHO) and the Gavi vaccine alliance.

The U.s. doses will be delivered by Covax, which 
expects to get 620 million doses to Africa by the 
end of 2021, rising to 1 billion doses by the end of 
the first quarter of 2022. 

The United states has also pledged to assist Afri-
can nations in their readiness to receive vaccines. 
The donated shipments announced today follow 
the pledge made by President Joe Biden in May to 
share 80 million doses globally.

“The Biden Administration is committed to lead-
ing the global response to the pandemic by provid-
ing safe and effective vaccines to the world.” said 
Gayle smith, Coordinator for Covid-19 Recovery 
and Global Health at the U.s. Department of state. 
“working together, we can save lives and bring the 
COVID-19 pandemic to an end," she said.

"African deaths have climbed steeply for the past 
five weeks", Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, wHO regional di-
rector for Africa, said yesterday. Africa has record-
ed a 43 percent weekly rise in Covid cases, with 
over six million cases confirmed on the continent 
of 55 nations. Limited availability of testing means 
the actual totals are likely considerably higher.

The British medical journal The Lancet, in an 
editorial for its 17 July edition, says, "Collaboration 
and solidarity are prerequisites for success in a 
pandemic. 

Unfortunately, beyond scientific discovery, they 
have rarely been displayed globally…The need 
to vaccinate large proportions of the population 
while health systems strain under a third wave 
could have been avoided had international dis-
sonance and vaccine nationalism not left African 
countries at the back of the vaccine queue."

"As the continent battles a surge in cases, we 
need collective action," said Gavi CeO Dr. seth 
Berkley, welcoming the U.s. vaccine contribution.

The collective action that global health experts 
say is necessary to help Africa avoid health systems 
collapse and further economic devastation was on 
view yesterday, at wHO's Geneva headquarters, 
where German Health Minister Jens spahn met 
wHO Director-General Tedros Adhamon Ghebrey-
sus. 

At a media briefing, they announced Germany's 
agreement to donate "at least" 30 million Covid 
vaccine doses, which spahn called an initial "base-
line". "This pandemic will not be over until it is 
over for everyone," spahn said.

He pledged euro260 million for tests, treatments 
and vaccines, alongside the Us$500 million Ger-
many has contributed to wHO to support the Cov-
id19 response. 

Biden administration 
announces donation 
of 25 million Covid-19 
vaccines to Africa
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By Liu Yi

C
hina’s high-profile 
national carbon 
emission trading 
market commenced 

trading on July 16. Power gen-
eration industry will be the 
first among all industries to 
try the new trading system, 
and the market will only al-
low spot trading in carbon 
emissions quotas among key 
emitters of the power genera-
tion industry during its start-
up stage, according to a press 
briefing held on July 14.

this year marks the first 
implementation cycle of Chi-
na’s national carbon market, 
which has included more than 
2,000 key carbon dioxide 
emitters in the power genera-
tion industry in the first batch 
of trading, said Zhao Yingmin, 

vice minister of China’s Min-
istry of ecology and environ-
ment (Mee), at the press brief-
ing held by the state Council.

the aggregate annual 
amount of carbon dioxide 
emissions of the power com-
panies included in the first 
batch of trading exceeds four 
billion tons, which means Chi-
na’s national carbon emission 
trading market will become 
the world’s largest carbon 
market in terms of the volume 
of greenhouse gases it han-
dles.

Carbon emission trading re-
fers to the buying and selling 
of the rights to emit carbon 
dioxide like commodities. Be-
fore trading, the government 
allocates carbon emissions 
quotas, or the rights to emit 
carbon dioxide, to enterprises 
and other key emitters of car-

bon dioxide.
a company that manages 

to keep its actual carbon emis-
sions below its quota by in-
creasing investment in r&D 
and enhancing technological 
innovation can sell the rest of 
its granted quota on the trad-
ing market. Likewise, if a com-
pany’s actual amount of carbon 
emissions surpasses its quota, it 
needs to buy carbon emissions 
right from other companies at 
market price to offset its excess 
carbon emissions.

the carbon emission trading 
market represents a major insti-
tutional innovation of China to 
control and reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and promote 
green and low-carbon devel-
opment by leveraging market 
mechanisms.

the carbon emission trad-
ing market is expected to be an 

important scheme for China to 
realize the goal of peaking car-
bon dioxide emissions by 2030 
and achieving carbon neutral-
ity by 2060, according to Zhao, 
who added that the practice of 
foreign countries has proven 
that carbon market is a policy 
instrument for realizing cer-
tain carbon emission reduction 
goals at a relatively low cost.

Compared to traditional ad-
ministrative means, establish-
ing a carbon market can not 
only make enterprises take re-
sponsibility for the control of 
greenhouse gas emissions, but 
provide corresponding eco-
nomic incentive mechanisms 
for carbon emission reduction, 
thus lowering the cost of reduc-
ing carbon emissions for the 
whole society, driving innova-
tion and investment in green 
technologies, and offering ef-

fective tools for properly han-
dling the relationship between 
economic development and 
carbon emission reduction, 
Zhao explained.

it should be noted that the 
quality of carbon emissions 
data of enterprises is particu-
larly important for fair alloca-
tion of carbon emission quotas 
across the country. according 
to Zhao, China adopts a unified, 
open, and transparent method 
of allocating carbon emission 
quotas and makes the authen-
ticity and accuracy of carbon 
emissions data the utmost pri-
ority in the construction of the 
national carbon market.

since the national carbon 
market is expected to guide 
optimal allocation of resources 
for carbon emission reduction 
according to prices, how the 
transaction price for trading is 

set and what level it will be kept 
at have drawn wide attention.

from a microcosmic and 
near-term perspective, the 
transaction price is determined 
by the supply and demand of 
the quotas, while macroscopi-
cally and in the long run, it is 
determined by the overall situ-
ation of and trend in economic 
operation and industry devel-
opment, Zhao noted.

the transaction price of car-
bon emissions trading should 
be neither too high nor too 
low, according to Zhao, who 
explained that if the price is 
too low, it will dampen enter-
prises’ enthusiasm for reduc-
ing carbon emissions; but if 
the price is too high, it will 
overburden some companies 
with heavy carbon emissions.

according to the seven pilot 
carbon trading programs, the 

weighted average carbon prices 
have been around 40 yuan 
(about $6.2) a ton in the recent 
two years, Zhao said at the press 
briefing.

On the basis of sound initial 
operation of the national carbon 
emission trading market, China 
will include more industries with 
heavy carbon emissions, such as 
iron and steel, non-ferrous metal, 
petrochemical, as well as avia-
tion, into the market, according 
to the press conference.

the Mee will make continu-
ous efforts to improve support-
ing institutional systems, pro-
mote the introduction of interim 
regulations on the management 
of carbon emission trading, and 
complete relevant technical 
regulations, standards, and 
management systems, Zhao 
said.

 People’s Daily

China sets in motion national carbon emission trading market
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By Francis Kajubi

THE government has assured farmers 
of enough fertilizers availability as prices 
of the product surge at the global market 
due to COVID-19 prevalence.

Agriculture deputy minister Hussein 
Bashe said last Friday that to contain the 
situation, the ministry will hold on indica-
tive prices that goes in line with the tem-
porary suspension of the bulk procure-
ment system to allow individual traders 
order the product and put it on market at 
competitive prices that are affordable to 
farmers.

He was speaking at a special meeting 
with fertilizers manufacturers and im-
porters held in Dar es Salaam last Friday 
on the availability and costs incurred in 
logistics that has impacted in hiking pur-
chasing prices for the final consumers.

“Fertilizer demand between July and 
March takes about 75 percent of the whole 
country’s demand. Annual domestic utili-
zation stands at approximately 570,000 
tons just for the top five cash crops and 
horticulture. However, with considera-

tion of subsistence farmers’ demand, the 
product’s demand goes beyond 700,000 
tons a year: 

Fertilizer top its high demand between 
July and March, a period of high seasonal 
cultivation activities of both subsistence 
and large scale farmers,” said Bashe.

The deputy minister called the meet-
ing so that he could be assured of what 
amount of fertilizer is currently available 
in their warehouses as the product’s price 
skyrocketed at the global market due to 
COVID-19 eruption that has led to hiking 
purchasing and logistics costs.

The global cost, insurance and freight 
rates have gone high due to the pandemic. 
At the local market fertilizers purchasing 
costs have gone high since 2018 when for 
example DAP was sold at average of $416 
per ton which has topped around $650 
last month. Urea price increased from 
$359 to $560, CAN rose from $274 to $420.

“The ministry is holding talks with the 
Tanzania Railway Corporation to see how 
logistics costs can be harmonized on the 
central and TAZARA lines. The purpose 
is making sure that farmers are reached 

Ministry seeks to use new 
initiatives for harmonising 
local fertiliser costs hiked 
by COVID-19 prevalence

Agriculture deputy minister Hussein Bashe.

with the fertilizers at rea-
sonable costs by eliminating 
double handling charges to 
importers and distributors 
from the port of Dar es Sa-
laam to the final consumers,” 
he added.

Tanzania Fertilizer Regula-
tory Authority (TFRA) Man-
aging Director Dr Stephan 
Ngailo, said that currently 
there are only 13 local and 
foreign firms that are offi-
cially producing the product 
which its capacity is yet to 
meet the required demand.

Dr Ngailo said that from the year 2017 to 2020 the regu-
latory body has spent 1.6trillion/- in importation of ferti-
lizer. If investments are drawn from both local and abroad 
the money spent on the latter will be reduced to a reason-
able magnitude. “We are targeting at attracting more firms 
and businesses to invest in the fertilizer production so that 
competitiveness is strengthened and as result there will be 
reasonable prices on the market that are likely to benefit 
the final consumers,” he said.

TFRA has brought forward this year’s fertilizer importa-
tion and supply tenders to July 8 from the previous that 
was set for June 18. The intention of the time extension 
was to attract more participants from local and foreign 
countries thus boosting competitiveness that will lead to 
affordable prices for the final consumers.

 “Demand for fertilizer has been growing year in year 

out as of 2017/18 demand for fertilizer stood at 485,000 
tons while in 2020/21 stood at 719,051. However, from this 
demand about 90 percent of it is being imported and the 
rest being produced locally,” he affirmed.

According to him, in making the mission of increasing 
fertilizer production a reality, TFRA has invested in a num-
ber of initiatives that involves increasing the efficiency of 
the fertilizer bulk procurement system that caters three 
approaches. The approaches are a pre-qualification stage 
that involves identification of qualified importers who can 
be featured in the bulk procurement system.

He said the second approach involves consultation of 
the business community and cooperative unions so that 
they submit their fertilizer demands and the third process 
is advertising the tender where the qualified firms are list-
ed at TFRA’s database.

NAIROBI

MOMBASA auction rejected 
smallholder teas worth Sh1 
billion this week after Agricul-
ture Cabinet secretary Peter 
Munya set a minimum price 
for all Kenya Tea Develop-
ment Agency (KTDA) produce.

Tea brokers’ data show 53 
percent of the teas from KTDA 
was withdrawn from the auc-
tion floor as buyers went for 
those that traded at less than 
Sh181, the minimum price Mr 
Munya set for smallholders’ 
commodity.

Mr Munya set the minimum 

price last week following a 
sharp decline of the tea prices 
at a weekly Mombasa auction, 
forcing the government to in-
tervene. However, the direc-
tive did not offer a reprieve 
on falling costs as the prices 
further plunged to Sh166 on 
Tuesday from Sh179 in the 

previous sale.
“The majority of KTDA teas 

offered remained unsold due 
to the reserve prices placed on 
all their teas,” said the brokers. 
According to the report, out of 
13.4 million kilogrammes of-
fered, seven million kilos were 
struck out of the auction floor.

The teas, which were not 
sold, will be offered to the 
market next week. This could 
lead to a high supply in the 
market due to low demand 
for the beverage in the global 
market, depressing the prices 
further. The current low price 
of the beverage at the auction 

implies that farmers’ losses have 
increased sharply to Sh16 a kilo-
gramme.

According to the ministry, the 
cost of producing a kilo of the 
beverage is Sh183. However, tea is 
now fetching an average of Sh167 
a kilogramme at the tea auction.

Tea price at the auction —

which determines farmers’ pay-
outs — has dropped from a high 
of Sh216 in January following a 
low demand in the global market 
amid a glut from top producing 
countries.

The price has been below 
Sh183 a kilo for the past 
month.

Buyers reject Sh1bn KTDA tea on Munya pricing cap

NAIROBI

A QUARTER of small businesses seeking loans were 
turned away by lenders last year on the fallout of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic that sparked fear of defaults leading to risk 
averseness.

A Central Bank of Kenya study showed that banks 
turned away 28 per cent of small businesses while microfi-
nance declined 96 percent of the loan applications made 
to them.

Banks have shunned the private sector, especially 
small businesses that have defaulted on loans or asked 
for restructuring their facilities on the impact of the pan-
demic. Covid-19 disrupted businesses on State imposed 
lockdown measures, curfew and cessation of movement 
leading to losses, cash flow problems and even collapse 
of some enterprises.

“Within 2019 and 2020, commercial and microfinance 
banks received loan applications from MSMEs worth 
approximately Sh740 billion, of which Sh546 billion (74 
percent) was approved,” said the CBK.

The COVID-19 global pandemic had a significant im-
pact on MSMEs’ access to finance.

Businesses like restaurants, bars and retail stores are 
already struggling with a decline in customer demand, 
repayment of bank loans, rent and utility bills fueling wor-
ries of a spike in non-performing loans.

A total of 72,559 MSME loan facilities in the banking in-
dustry valued at Sh234.7 billion were restructured in 2020 
when the regulator allowed lender to suspend principal 
and interest payments and lengthen maturities.

Lenders snub SME loan 
seekers on Covid jitters

By Guardian Reporter

FOUR traders at Kariakoo Main Market, 
whose businesses were ravaged by fire, will 
soon be back in business, thanks to the pay-
ment of their insurance claims.

Juma Khamis Masanja, Anna Mzena, 
Given Sanga and Kidogo Investments have 
received a total of 18million/- from Britam, 
just one week after the incident occurred.

The four had covered their businesses 
against fire and burglary through a bancas-
surance product offered in partnership be-
tween Britam and Stanbic Bank.

“As we are talking, the money is already 

in their bank accounts. Though the law re-
quires us to pay the claims within 45 days, 
we have found no reason of delaying it fur-
ther. We have paid them within six days 
since the incident occurred,” said Vincent 
Tivai, the Britam Chief Operations Officer. 

Fire razed the Kariakoo Main Market on 
Saturday, 10th July, adversely affecting busi-
nesses of a total of 220 traders, official fig-
ures show.

According to the Head of Consumer and 
Net worth clients at Stanbic Bank, Mr Omari 
Mtiga, since the incident occurred, the 
lender which is also a tenant at the Kariakoo 
Market Market - had been working with rel-

evant government institutions to bring the 
situation back to normalcy.

“We have also issued a three-month re-
payment relief to our clients who had been 
affected by the incident,” he said.

The acting director of planning, research 
and marketing from Tanzania Insurance 
Regulatory Authority (Tira), Mr Zakaria 
Muyengi, said the fire incident at the Kari-
akoo Main Market should serve as a wakeup 
for traders to see the importance of insur-
ing their businesses against risks.

He commended Britam for its prompt 
payment of claims so that those affected by 
the fire can go back to business.

He said Tira will work with all insurance 
companies to foster public awareness cam-
paigns that will raise the population of Tan-
zanians who go for insurance products.

“Currently, 36 percent of Tanzanians are 
aware of what insurance entails yet it is 
about 15 percent of the total population that 
actually have insurance covers,” he said.

The goal, he said, was to raise the number 
of Tanzanians who are aware of the insur-
ance subject to 80 percent by the year 2030. 
The population, covered by insurance prod-
ucts, must also rise to 50 percent by 2030, 
said Muyengi.

Representing the beneficiaries, Juma 

Khamis Masanja and Anna Mzena were all 
smiles that their businesses have managed 
to come out of the fire incident unscathed.

“I now have a better understanding 
of what insurance is all about. With the 
payments I consider myself a hero,” said 
Masanja who sells horticultural products 
at Kariakoo. For Mzena, the incident was 
enticing her to venture into the insurance 
business as an agent. 

“We need insurance. Having received 
these claims on time, I now wish I could 
have insured up to 50million/-. I am deter-
mined to start selling insurance products in 
the capacity of an agent,” she said.

Britam pays insurance claims for four traders affected by market fire
Anna Mzena trader at Kariakoo Main Market, speaks in Dar es Salaam at the weekend shortly after she received her insurance cover dues from Britam following the fire that ravaged the 
market last week. With her are Britam’s chief operations office, Vincent Tivai (left), and Stanbic Bank’s head of consumer and net worth clients, Omari Mtiga. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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STOCKHOLM

sweDen’s ericsson  (eRiCb.sT), 
caught in the middle of a geopo-
litical battle between beijing and 
the west, said on Friday it was no 
longer banking on previously antici-
pated contract wins for 5G tenders 
in China, sending its shares down 
more than 8%.

The telecoms company has pre-
viously warned that its business in 
China could fall afoul of sweden’s 
move to ban Chinese equipment 
giant Huawei (HwT.uL) and in the 
second quarter its sales there fell 
by 2.5 billion swedish crowns ($290 
million), the first drop in three 
years. .

Asked on an analyst call if erics-
son expected to recoup that money, 
Chief executive borje ekholm re-
plied: “no, it’s not coming back.”

ericsson currently generates just 
under 10% of its revenues in China 
and despite the country preparing 
for the next round of a massive 5G 
build-out Chief Financial Officer 
Carl Mellander told Reuters that it 
was “prudent to forecast materially 
lower market share” in the future.

european governments have 

been tightening controls on Chinese 
companies building 5G networks 
following diplomatic pressure from 
washington, which alleges Huawei 
equipment could be used by beijing 
for spying. Huawei has repeatedly 
denied being a national security 
risk. China is preparing for the sec-
ond phase of its 5G build-out and 
Mellander said that tenders expect-
ed during the second quarter did 
not take place.

initial contract allotments are ex-
pected to be announced before the 
end of this month, according to two 
sources familiar with the matter.

The Finnish group, whose shares 
were up 0.5%, said this week it 
would likely raise its full-year out-
look due to a stronger-than-expect-
ed second quarter.

ericsson, which last year took a 
hit of about 1 billion crowns due to 
writedowns of product inventory 
in China, wrote down a further 300 
million crowns in the second quar-
ter.

it said network sales were strong 
in most of its other markets, and it 
signed an $8.3 billion five-year 5G 
contract with Verizon (VZn), its sin-
gle largest deal.

Ericsson’s 5G march hits a 
wall in China, shares sink

WASHINGTON 

uniTeD states Transpor-
tation secretary Pete butti-
gieg is looking at ways to 
address supply chain disrup-
tions - from clogged ports to 
addressing the shortage of 
truck drivers.

President Joe biden issued 
an executive order in Febru-
ary on supply chain issues.

in June, the white House 
unveiled a supply Chain Dis-
ruptions Task Force led by 
buttigieg and the secretaries 
of Commerce and Agricul-
ture “to provide a whole-
of-government response to 
address near-term supply 
chain challenges ... (and) 

to diagnose problems and 
surface solutions—large and 
small, public or private—that 
could help alleviate bot-
tlenecks and supply con-
straints.”

On Thursday, buttigieg 
held a virtual roundtable on 
congestion at the Los Ange-
les and Long beach ports 
that included the Federal 
Maritime Commission chair, 
Los Angeles Mayor eric 
Garcetti and other senior 
u.s. officials to look at ways 
of reducing congestion at 
ports.

“For our economy to fully 
recover, we now need our vi-
tal supply chains to operate 
smoothly and without avoid-

able congestion,” buttigieg 
said.

Approximately 40% of all 
containerized freight flow-
ing through the united states 
arrives or departs through 
Los Angeles and Long beach 
ports.

The California state Trans-
portation Agency said on 
Thursday it will hold a sep-
tember forum to examine op-
tions to improve cargo move-
ment.

Last week, buttigieg and 
Labor secretary Marty walsh 
held a separate meeting with 
trucking industry and labor 
groups to discuss driver re-
cruitment and retention.

The department said turn-

over rates are over 90% for 
large long haul carriers. This 
driver turnover, coupled with 
the impact of COViD-19, has 
helped lead to supply chain 
disruptions.

American Trucking Associ-
ations (ATA) said projections 
show the industry will need 
to hire about 1.1 million new 
drivers over the next dec-
ade, or an average of nearly 
110,000 per year, to keep pace 
with retirements and growing 
transportation needs.

ATA’s bill sullivan said the 
group is working with the fed-
eral government to “make our 
supply chain more resilient 
and grow our workforce.”.

US officials look to address boring transportation supply chain issues

WASHINGTON

biLLiOnAiRe American busi-
nessman Jeff bezos and his three 
crewmates are engaging in a crash 
course of training on sunday in 
preparation for his company blue 
Origin’s inaugural flight to the edge 
of space planned for Tuesday.

The suborbital launch from a site 
in the high desert plains of west 
Texas marks a crucial test for blue 
Origin’s new shepard spacecraft, a 
60-foot-tall (18.3 meters) and fully 
autonomous rocket-and-capsule 
combo that is central to plans by 
bezos to tap a potentially lucrative 
space tourism market.

The planned 11-minute trip from 
the company’s Launch site One 
facility is set to include the oldest 
person ever to go to space - 82-year-
old trailblazing female aviator wally 
Funk - and the youngest - 18-year-
old physics student  Oliver Dae-
men. Joining them for blue Origin’s 
launch will be bezos, the  founder 
and current executive chairman of 
Amazon.com inc  and his brother 
Mark bezos.

blue Origin’s training program, 
according to the company, includes 
safety briefings, a simulation of the 
spaceflight, a review of the rocket 
and its operations, and instruction 
on how to float around the craft’s 
cabin after the capsule sheds earth’s 
gravity.

The training “will help you feel 
comfortable and prepared for 
spaceflight and your responsibili-
ties as an astronaut,” blue Origin 
said in material describing the ses-
sions.

new shepard, which cannot be 
piloted from inside the spacecraft, 

is named for Alan shepard, who in 
1961 became the first American in 
space during a suborbital flight as 
part of nAsA’s pioneering Mercury 
program.

new shepard, like Virgin Galac-
tic’s flight, will not enter into orbit 
around earth, but will take the crew 
some 62 miles up (100 km) before 
the capsule returns by parachute. 
Virgin Galactic’s flight reached 53 
miles (86 km) above earth.

billionaire businessman elon 
Musk’s space transportation com-
pany, spaceX, is pledging to go even 
higher in september, sending an 
all-civilian crew for a several-day or-
bital flight aboard its Crew Dragon 
capsule.

illustrating tensions in the high-
stakes “billionaire space race,” blue 
Origin has described Virgin Galactic 
as falling short of the 62-mile-high-
mark (100 km) - called the Kármán 
line - set by an international aero-
nautics body as defining the bound-
ary between earth’s atmosphere 
and space.

The u.s. space agency nAsA and 
the u.s. Air Force both define an 
astronaut as anyone who has flown 
higher than 50 miles (80 km), as 
branson achieved with his flight.

Bezos and crewmates 
prepare for inaugural 
Blue Origin space flight

HONG KONG

HOnG KOnG’s markets watch-
dog on Friday said binance, one of 
the world’s largest cryptocurrency 
exchanges, was not licensed to sell 
‘stock tokens’ in the city, products 
it said the exchange had offered in 
other markets.

Hong Kong’s securities and Fu-
tures Commission (sFC) also said in 
its statement that “no entity in the 
binance group is licensed or regis-
tered to conduct “regulated activ-
ity” in Hong Kong.”

The move followed other warnings 
to binance from regulators in italy, 
Thailand, Japan, Germany and the 
united states. read more

stock tokens are virtual assets that 
are represented to be backed by de-
pository portfolios of underlying over-
seas listed stock.

The sFC said these were likely to be 
“securities” under Hong Kong rules, 
and so it may also be an offence to 
offer them to the Hong Kong public 
without its authorisation.

“The sFC does not tolerate any 
violations of the securities laws and 
will not hesitate to take enforcement 

action against unlicensed platform 
operators where appropriate,” said 
Thomas Atkinson, the sFC’s executive 
director of enforcement.

Hong Kong plans to bring in legisla-
tion requiring all cryptocurrency ex-
changes in the city to be licensed and 
only to offer services to professional 
investors. At present, exchanges can 
apply to be licensed by the sFC, but 
are not required A binance spokes-
person said it does not currently hold 
exchange operations in Hong Kong.to.

“we take our legal obligations very 
seriously and engage with regulators 
and law enforcement in a collabora-

tive fashion,” the spokesperson added.
in a separate statement on Friday, 

binance said it would stop selling 
stock tokens.

binance last month was the world’s 
biggest exchange by spot trading vol-
umes, data from uK researcher Cryp-
toCompare showed, with trading The 
platform offers a wide range of ser-
vices to users across the globe, from 
cryptocurrency spot and deriva-
tives trading to digital wallets and 
stock tokens.volumes reaching $668 
billion - a near 10-fold jump from 
July 2020.

Hong Kong says Binance is not licensed to sell its stock tokens  

US President Joe Biden.

For our economy 
to fully recover, 
we now need 
our vital supply 
chains to operate 
smoothly and 
without avoidable 
congestion
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Tesla registrations in California surge 85pc in second quarter 
WASHINGTON 

TesLA inc’s  (TsLA.O)  vehicle registrations in 
California rose more than 85% in the second quar-
ter versus last year, largely due to the success of the 
company’s Model Y, according to data from  Cross-
sell, a research firm that collates title and registra-
tion data.

The automaker posted record vehicle deliv-
eries for the April -to -June quarter earlier this 
month,  as it  dealt  with a semiconductor short-
age and relied on sales of  its  cheaper models. 

California registrations for the Model Y, 
Tesla’s  electric crossover uti l it y vehicle, 
jumped more than sevenfold to 13,581,  Cross-
sell  data showed on Thursday.

The focus is  now on the company ’s second-
quarter earnings report due on July 26,  with in-
vestors waiting to gauge if  bitcoin’s  recent fal l 
would hit  Tesla’s  bottom line,  due to its  expo-
sure to the cryptocurrenc y ’s  volati l it y.

Total  second-quarter vehicle registrations in 
the 23 states where data was collected stood at 
46,926,  with Model Y accounting for more than 
half  of  the registrations.

California,  a  bellwether for the electric-car 
maker,  accounted for about half  of  the vehi-
cle registrations in these states with a total  of 
23,556 registrations,  Cross-sell  data showed.

Tesla has been increasing prices for its  ve-
hicles in recent months,  with bil l ionaire boss 
elon Musk in May blaming the rise on “major 
supply chain price pressure”,  especially raw 
materials .

Registration f igures might not accurately re-
f lect  the number of  vehicle deliveries during 
the quarter as registrations in the united states 
t ypically take about 30 days from the time of 
sale.

On saturday it  has introduced an option for 
some customers to subscribe to its advanced driv-
er assistance software, dubbed “Full self-Driving 
capability”, for $199 per month, instead of paying 
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MONDAY 19 July

5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Igizo rpt: Rebeca  
12:30       Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu 
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55         Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30    DWTV: Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 20 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30  Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Igizo rpt : Rebeca
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 Ripoti Maalum rpt: Masoko Chakavu D`Salaam
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00    Shika Bamba rpt 
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu

21:30      Chetu ni chetu
22:15 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 21 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Al jazeera
9:00 DWTV Journal
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
11:00 The Base rpt
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza huru rpt
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Ripoti Maalum: Masoko Chakavu 
22:10  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 22 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA 
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Shamsham za Pwani rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri	wako
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 23 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 

6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30						 	Usafiri	wako	rpt
10:55        Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55        Habari za saa
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 24 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Rebeca
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00      Igizo: Rebeca
21:30 Art and lifestyle 
22:00 ITV TOP 10
22:45      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 25 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo

18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Rebeca 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Mizengwe 
21:30      Kipindi Maalum: Vodacom
22:00 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Mon 19 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  20 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 
22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 21 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  22  July
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape

17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 23 July
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30  17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 24 July
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt  Emperor of the Sea
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Cyrus ( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  25  July
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: Emperor of the Sea
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Emperor of the Sea
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

WASHINGTON

FACeBOOK on saturday defended itself against u.s. Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s assertion that the social media platform is 
“killing people” by allowing misinformation about corona-
virus vaccines to proliferate, saying the facts tell a different 
story.

“The data shows that 85% of Facebook users in the us have 
been or want to be vaccinated against COViD-19,” Facebook 
said in a corporate blog post by Guy Rosen, a company vice 
president. “President Biden’s goal was for 70% of Americans 
to be vaccinated by July 4. Facebook is not the reason this goal 
was missed.”

COViD-19 misinformation has spread during the pandemic 
on social media sites including Facebook, Twitter and Alpha-
bet inc owned  (GOOGL.O)  YouTube. Researchers and law-
makers have long accused Facebook of failing to police harm-
ful content on its platforms.

“They’re killing people. ... Look, the only pandemic we have 
is among the unvaccinated. And they’re killing people,” Biden 
told reporters at the white House on Friday when asked about 
misinformation and what his message was to social media 
platforms such as Facebook.

The company has introduced rules against making specific 
false claims about COViD-19 and vaccines for it, and says it 
provides people with reliable information on these topics.

Facebook says it should not be 
blamed for US vaccine failures

$10,000 upfront.
Tesla has previously said its 

subscription service would 
generate recurring revenue 
and expand the customer base 
for pricy features including 

lane changing on highways and 
parking assistance.

But the u.s. electric carmak-
er reiterated on saturday that 
the current features “do not 
make the vehicle autonomous,” 

adding they “require a fully at-
tentive driver, who has their 
hands on the wheel.” “FsD ca-
pability subscriptions are cur-
rently available to eligible vehi-
cles in the united states. Check 

your Tesla app for updates on availability in other regions,” 
Tesla said on its website.

Tesla’s CFO Zachary Kirkhorn said in April that its planned 
subscription service would generate recurring revenue for 
the company, although “there could be a period of time in 
which cash reduces in the near term.”
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WORLD
Peace gradually 

returns to S. Africa

Decent level of metallurgists’ 
income is top priority, Putin says

BEIJING

China urges the United 
States to immediately stop 
meddling in Hong Kong affairs, 
which are China’s internal af-
fairs, and the Chinese side will 
take all measures necessary 
in accordance with law to de-
fend its sovereignty, security 
and development interests, a 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
said Saturday.

The spokesperson made 
the remarks after the U.S. gov-
ernment issued the so-called 
“Hong Kong Business Advi-
sory” and imposed sanctions 
on seven officials of the Liaison 
Office of the Central People’s 
Government in the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region 
(SAR).

Hong Kong is part of Chi-
na and its affairs are purely 
China’s domestic affairs, the 
spokesperson said in a state-
ment, noting that external 

forces that attempt to meddle 
in Hong Kong affairs will find 
themselves in a situation “like 
the tiny ants that try to shake 
the mighty tree.”

The U.S. side has concocted 
the so-called “Hong Kong Busi-
ness Advisory” to groundlessly 
smear Hong Kong’s business 
environment, and illegally im-
posed sanctions on several of-
ficials of the Liaison Office of 
the Central People’s Govern-
ment in the Hong Kong SAR, 
the spokesperson said, stress-
ing that these acts gravely vio-
late international law and basic 
norms governing international 
relations, and severely inter-
fere in China’s internal affairs.

“China firmly opposes and 
strongly condemns this,” ac-
cording to the spokesperson.

China adheres to the policy 
of “one country, two systems” 
under which the people of 
Hong Kong administer Hong 
Kong with a high degree of 

autonomy, the spokesperson 
said, stressing that since the 
implementation of the Law on 
Safeguarding National Security 
in the Hong Kong SAR, social 
stability has been restored in 
Hong Kong, rule of law has been 
upheld, and development has 
been resumed on the right track.

Hong Kong residents exer-
cise rights and freedoms in ac-
cordance with law, and foreign 
investors enjoy a business envi-

ronment with improved safety, 
stability and predictability, said 
the spokesperson.

The spokesperson noted that 
a report released by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
not long ago once again rec-
ognized Hong Kong’s status as 
a global financial hub. Recent 
media reports have shown 
widespread objection to the 
U.S. government’s issuance of 
the so-called business advi-
sory among the U.S. business 
community in Hong Kong, the 
spokesperson added.

However, the U.S. govern-
ment, turning a blind eye to 
facts and a deaf ear to the 
business community’s call, 
attempts to use the so-called 
business advisory to cast a pall 
over Hong Kong’s prospects 
and intimidate foreign inves-
tors in Hong Kong, according 
to the spokesperson.

“This once again exposed 
the sinister intention of the 

U.S. to undermine Hong Kong’s 
stability and prosperity, meddle 
in China’s domestic affairs, and 
thwart China’s development,” 
the spokesperson said.

The despicable conspiracy of 
the U.S. will get nowhere, said 
the spokesperson, stressing that 
Hong Kong will surely have a 
brighter future.

“The so-called sanctions im-
posed by the U.S. are nothing 
more than a waste of paper,” the 
spokesperson said, adding that 
it is simply delusional to believe 
that China will bow to sanctions.

The past few years saw China 
fighting resolutely against the 
so-called maximum pressure 
by the U.S. with strong counter-
measures, the spokesperson 
noted.

“If the U.S. is bent on continu-
ing with such tricks, we will 
play along every step of the 
way until the very end,” said 
the spokesperson. 

  Xinhua

External forces meddling in HK affairs is like 
‘tiny ants trying to shake mighty tree,’ says China

THe 47th regular session of the 
United Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) adopted a reso-
lution submitted by China on the 
contribution of development to 
the enjoyment of all human rights 
on July 12, reaffirming that develop-
ment makes a significant contribu-
tion to the enjoyment of all human 
rights by all, the aim of develop-
ment is to constantly improve the 
well-being of the entire population 
and that countries should meet the 
aspiration of the people for a bet-
ter life.

In their remarks at the session, 
representatives of other countries 
commended this important draft 

resolution submitted by China and 
thanked China for its leading role. 
They stressed that development 
is critical to countries, especially 
developing countries, adding that 
without development, it would be 
impossible to achieve enjoyment 
of human rights and overcome the 
challenges brought by COVID-19.

It was the third time that the 
UNHRC adopted a resolution on 
the contribution of development 
to the enjoyment of all human 
rights submitted by China. In June 
2017, the UN human rights body 
adopted a resolution from China 
on development issues in an over-
whelming vote, introducing the 

concept “development promotes 
human rights” into the interna-
tional human rights system for the 
first time. In July 2019, the UNHRC 
adopted a resolution submitted by 
China on development issues for 
the second time.

By holding high the banner of 
development, China makes the 
common aspirations and wishes of 
developing countries heard by the 
world, winning wide support from 
the international community.

Development is mankind’s eter-
nal quest and creates conditions 
for the realization of various hu-
man rights. The UN Declaration on 
the Right to Development specified 

that the right to development is an 
inalienable human right.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
global poverty and inequality are 
increasingly prominent, becom-
ing major obstacles to protecting 
human rights. In the face of grave 
global challenges, countries are 
in urgent need of better protect-
ing the rights to subsistence and 
development, safeguarding and 
improving people’s well-being in 
development, and promoting hu-
man rights through development.

As the largest developing coun-
try in the world, China is well aware 
that development is the key to solv-
ing all China’s problems as well as a 

driver of human rights progress in 
the country. Based on China’s pre-
vailing realities, the Communist 
Party of China (CPC) considers the 
rights to subsistence and develop-
ment the primary human rights, 
driving continuous development 
and progress of the country’s hu-
man rights cause.

After long-term unremitting ef-
forts, the Chinese people have, 
under the leadership of the CPC, 
attained liberation, secured ad-
equate food and clothing, become 
better off and achieved moderate 
prosperity in all respects step by 
step, and they are now heading 
toward a higher level of common 

prosperity.
China has made earnest efforts 

to ensure people’s right to subsis-
tence, significantly improved its 
protection of the people’s econom-
ic, social, cultural, and environ-
mental rights, coordinated the pro-
tection of civil and political rights, 
and protected the rights of special 
groups in all respects. 

The process during which the 
CPC led more than 1.4 billion Chi-
nese people toward a happy life 
represents exactly the Party’s great 
practice of promoting the devel-
opment of China’s human rights 
cause.

  People’s Daily

MOSCOW

RUSSIAN President Vladimir Putin has congratulated work-
ers and veterans of mining and smelting enterprises of Russia 
on their professional holiday. His telegram was published on 
the Kremlin website on Sunday.

“Today you are facing large-scale contemporary issues re-
lated to the growth of competitive power and the expansion of 
the line of produced goods, the wide use of advanced ecologi-
cal standards, the opening of new markets. I would emphasize 
separately that the top priority is the decent level of income 
and social protection of the workers of the mining and smelt-
ing complex,” the message said.

Putin stressed that the “development of industry, of the 
transport and energy infrastructure, the strengthening of Rus-
sia’s defense capabilities” depend on the efficient work of one 
of the strategic branches of the economy.

He expressed gratitude to specialists in different spheres of 
the branch. “We recognize and respect scientists, engineers, 
specialists in very different spheres who created and perfected 
the branch, built factories and industrial giants, implemented 
unique technologies and equipment, ensured the leading po-
sitions of our metallurgy worldwide,” the president noted.20

“I am confident that you will continue to successfully achieve 
the most ambitious goals to benefit Russia and our citizens,” 
Putin added, wishing the workers every success.

China always regards rights to subsistence and development as primary and basic human rights

ANKARA

TURKey on Sunday 
slammed a ruling by a top eu-
ropean Union court allowing 
the banning of headscarves 
under certain conditions as 
a “clear violation of religious 
freedoms”, adding the move 
would exacerbate prejudices 
against Muslim women in eu-
rope.

The Luxembourg-based eU 
Court of Justice (CJeU) ruled 
on Thursday that companies 
in the bloc can ban employ-
ees from wearing a headscarf 
under certain conditions, if 
they need to do so to project 
an image of neutrality to cus-
tomers. 

The Turkish Foreign Minis-
try said in a statement the rul-
ing was a sign of rising Islam-
ophobia at a time when it said 
Muslim women in europe are 
being subjected to increasing discrimination for their reli- gious beliefs.

“The CJeU decision, at a 
time when the Islamophobia, 
racism and hatred that have 
taken europe hostage are ris-
ing, disregards religious free-
dom and creates a basis and 
legal cover for discrimina-
tion,” the ministry said.

On Saturday, the Turkish 
presidency’s communica-
tion director Fahrettin Altun 
condemned the move, saying 
“this wrong decision is an at-
tempt to grant legitimacy to 
racism.”

The issue of the hijab, the 
traditional headscarf worn 
around the head and shoul-
ders, has been divisive across 
europe for years, underlining 
sharp differences over inte-
grating Muslims.

Turkish President Tayyip 
erdogan’s Islamist-rooted AK 
Party, which came to power in 
2002 blending a pro-Western, 
democratic market approach, 

has been criticized by West-
ern allies in recent years for 
increasing authoritarianism 
and religious intolerance. The 
United States, Greece, Russia 
and church leaders expressed 
concern last year over his 
government’s move to con-
vert Istanbul’s Hagia Sophia 
into a mosque last year.

Ankara has repeatedly ac-
cused european nations of 
not doing enough to pre-
vent discrimination against 
Muslims, saying it will start 
publishing an annual report 
on what it calls examples of 
Islamophobia around the 
world.

Ties between Ankara and 
the bloc have been strained 
over a host of issues, namely 
over a dispute between eU 
member Greece and Turkey 
over maritime jurisdiction 
and energy rights in the east-
ern Mediterranean.

Turkey condemns EU court ruling on headscarf ban

LONDON

BRITISH Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson and Chancel-
lor of the exchequer Rishi 
Sunak will enter quarantine 
as normal after contact with 
Health Secretary Sajid Javid 
who tested positive for COV-
ID-19 on Saturday, Downing 
Street said yesterday.

This marked a U-turn on the pair’s initial decision to avoid 
self-isolation by taking part in a daily testing pilot scheme, 
which had caused huge public outrage in the country.

“Whilst the test and trace pilot is fairly restrictive, allowing 
only essential government business, I recognise that even the 
sense that the rules aren’t the same for everyone is wrong,” 
Sunak said on Twitter.

Javid, the new health secretary who replaced Matt Han-
cock last month, is now self-isolating at home with his family. 
He said he has had two jabs of the vaccine and his symptoms 
are mild.

The British government has confirmed that most COVID-19 
restrictions in england will end on Monday as part of the fi-
nal step, or Step Four, of england’s roadmap out of the lock-
down. But scientists have warned that lifting all restrictions 
at this stage could increase likelihood of dangerous variants.

Britain reported on Saturday another 54,674 coronavirus 
cases in the latest 24-hour period, bringing the total num-
ber of coronavirus cases in the country to 5,386,340, official 
figures showed. The total number of coronavirus-related 
deaths in Britain has reached 128,683.

More than 87 percent of the Britain’s adults have received 
one dose of COVID-19 vaccine, while over 67 percent have re-
ceived two jabs, the latest figures showed.  Xinhua

UK PM, chancellor to self-isolate after 
health secretary tests positive for COVID-19

JOHANNESBURG

LIFe is gradually returning to normal 
in South Africa as volunteers and com-
munities started cleaning the looting 
debris, shops were reopened, and trucks 
returned to main highways.

Most shops in Johannesburg’s center 
were still repairing damaged infrastruc-
ture Saturday. Only a few shops like Cam-
bridge Supermarket were open. 

In Alexandra, a township in Johannes-
burg, which was severely ravaged in last 
week’s violence, people were busy clear-
ing the debris. There were long queues 

of people who try to buy food from the 
few shops which were still open.

South African police and soldiers 
maintained a heavy presence in some 
malls and the country’s key points.

According to local media reports, at 
least 20 different businesses, non-gov-
ernmental and non-profit organizations 
have joined hands in distributing 40,000 
loaves of bread and 40,000 liters of milk 
to communities impacted by violence 
and looting in the greater Durban area. 
Some chartered flights carrying neces-
sities such as nappies and formula milk 
flew from Johannesburg and surround-

ing areas to Durban.
After the reopening of N3 highway, 

hundreds of trucks left Johannesburg 
early Saturday, loaded with food and oth-
er essential goods to replenish KwaZulu-
Natal’s looted stores.

The South African Medical Association 
(SAMA) chairperson Angelique Coetzee 
welcomed the opening of N3.

“The unrest has undoubtedly had an 
impact on the provision of healthcare in 
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) and a speedy return 
to law and order is now needed to ensure 
we can begin to start providing proper 
and effective healthcare in that province 
again. There are also fuel stations in KZN 
which are dedicating lanes and pumps 

to healthcare and other essential 
workers; these steps are critical to 
ensure the continuation of the pro-
vision of health and emergency ser-
vices and these fuel stations must 
be applauded for their foresight,” 
she said.

The latest official figures showed 
212 people were killed in last week’s 
unrest in the eastern provinces of 
KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng, trig-
gered by the imprisonment of for-
mer South African president Jacob 
Zuma, with roads being blocked, 
properties and vehicles damaged 
and burned. 

A policeman sits on cases of beer abandoned by looters near a warehouse storing alcohol 
in Durban on Friday after protestors clashed with police following a week of unrest in 
South Africa. AFP

This undated file photo shows wellwishers wearing headscarves 
hold Turkish flags as they gather near the Adlon Hotel, near to the 
Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, where preparations were under way for a 
state visit of Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan. AFP)

By BLOOMBERG

GeRMANy’S opposition 
Green party gained in a 
weekly election poll, nar-
rowing the lead of Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel’s conser-
vative bloc to 10 percentage 
points.

Support for the Greens rose 1 point to 18 percent in the 
Insa poll. That would be enough to construct a governing 
majority with the Social Democrats and the pro-business 
Free Democratic Party if the numbers were replicated in 
the Sept 26 national election, according to the Bild am 
Sonntag newspaper. 

Combined support for Merkel’s Christian Democratic 
Union and Bavaria’s CSU party, its ally at the national lev-
el, was unchanged at 28 percent. While the CDU-CSU is 
poised to win the most votes in September, it’s also likely 
to need at least one coalition partner to secure a governing 
majority in parliament.

The July 12-16 poll of 1,354 people was taken before a 
gaffe on Saturday by Armin Laschet, the CDU leader and 
his party’s candidate for chancellor, who was caught on 
camera laughing during solemn remarks by Germany’s 
president about the country’s deadly floods. Merkel isn’t 
running for a fifth term after 16 years in office. Agencies

Merkel bloc’s advantage narrows in German election poll

Hong Kong’s Chief Executive, 
Carrie Lam
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TASHKENT

 NONE of Russia’s Cen-
tral Asian allies stated 
their intention at the 
Tashkent conference of 
hosting any part what-
soever of the US military 
infrastructure, which the 
Americans are moving 
out of Afghanistan, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov said on the sidelines of the international conference, 
Central and South Asia: Regional Connectivity. Challeng-
es and Opportunities, on Thursday.

“As for the plans by the Americans that they are in fact 
making public and actively promoting, they seek to per-
suade Central Asian countries and Pakistan, in particular, 
to use their territory for accommodating some military 
infrastructure, which the Americans are moving out of 
Afghanistan,” Russia’s top diplomat said.

“First of all, Pakistan and Uzbekistan have already of-
ficially stated that this is out of the question and they 
will not use their territory to host such infrastructure. 
We conferred both in bilateral contacts, and now at the 
meeting of foreign ministers of five Central Asian states 
plus Russia on this issue. None of our allies has stated 
their intention to subject its territory and population to 
such a risk,” the Russian foreign minister stressed.

The participants in the talks also spoke about another 
US initiative, namely, the attempt to withdraw Afghans 
who collaborated with the Americans and accommodate 
them “either temporarily or permanently on the territo-
ry of Central Asian states,” Lavrov revealed.

“At first, they talked about 10,000 but quite recently 
I heard already as part of the American discussions in 
various political think tanks in the US that the figure of 
100,000 until the end of the year was mentioned,” Lav-
rov added.

“Today, I already mentioned this in my contact with 
my Central Asian counterparts and they understand per-
fectly well all the risks that these plans harbor and they 
will, perhaps, make the right decision, proceeding from 
their own interests,” Russia’s foreign minister specified.

Expanded “group of three” on the settlement in Af-
ghanistan

Russian Foreign Minister also pointed out that includ-
ing India and Iran in the expanded “group of three” (Rus-
sia, China, the US, and Pakistan) on the settlement in 
Afghanistan would enrich the possibilities of this format.

“The ‘group of three’ discussed in particular the candi-
dacies of India and Iran [as new members]. I think that 
this can enrich the possibilities of this format,” the top 
diplomat said.

The foreign minister noted that one of the key tasks 
of the expanded ‘group of three’ is the involvement in 
the dialogue on the settlement of all political and ethnic 
groups residing in Afghanistan.

ERFTSTADT, Germany/WASSENBERG

 ThE death toll in devastating flooding in western 
Germany and Belgium rose to at least 170 on Saturday 
after burst rivers and flash floods this week collapsed 
houses and ripped up roads and power lines.

Some 143 people died in the flooding in Germany’s 
worst natural disaster in more than half a century. 
That included about 98 in the Ahrweiler district south 
of Cologne, according to police. 

hundreds of people were still missing or unreach-
able as several areas were inaccessible due to high 
water levels while communication in some places was 
still down.

Residents and business owners struggled to pick up 
the pieces in battered towns.

“Everything is completely destroyed. You don’t rec-
ognize the scenery,” said Michael Lang, owner of a 
wine shop in the town of Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler in 
Ahrweiler, fighting back tears.

German President Frank-Walter Steinmeier visited 
Erftstadt in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, where 
the disaster killed at least 45 people.

“We mourn with those that have lost friends, ac-
quaintances, family members,” he said. “Their fate is 
ripping our hearts apart.”

Around 700 residents were evacuated late on Friday 
after a dam broke in the town of Wassenberg near Co-
logne, authorities said.

But Wassenberg mayor Marcel Maurer said water 
levels had been stabilizing since the night. “It’s too 
early to give the all-clear but we are cautiously opti-
mistic,” he said.

The Steinbachtal dam in western Germany, how-
ever, remained at risk of breaching, authorities said 
after some 4,500 people were evacuated from homes 
downstream.

Steinmeier said it would take weeks before the full 
damage, expected to require several billions of euros 
in reconstruction funds, could be assessed.

Armin Laschet, state premier of North Rhine-West-
phalia and the ruling CDU party’s candidate in Sep-
tember’s general election, said he would speak to Fi-
nance Minister Olaf Scholz in the coming days about 
financial support.

Chancellor Angela Merkel was expected to travel on 
Sunday to Rhineland Palatinate, the state that is home 
to the devastated village of Schuld.

In Belgium, the death toll rose to 27, according to the 
national crisis centre, which is coordinating the relief 
operation there.

It added that 103 people were “missing or unreach-

Death toll rises to 170 in Germany, Belgium floods
Lavrov affirms Russia’s Central Asian allies 
say they do not intend to host US military

HAVANA

ThOUSANDS of Cubans on Saturday gathered at the 
La Piragua esplanade in havana to express their sup-
port of the island’s government after the recent unrest.

Raul Castro, leader of the Cuban socialist revolution, 
President Miguel Diaz-Canel, high-ranking officials, 
and leaders of social organizations attended the event. 

Addressing the audience, Diaz-Canel said that the 
Cuban revolution continues to stand by its people, and 
accused the US administration of sponsoring a politi-
cal and communication campaign against the Carib-
bean country.

Abiding by social distancing guidelines and mask 
mandates, participants held national flags and patriot-
ic banners in support of the Cuban socialist revolution, 
and dozens of people waved from balconies.

Unity has helped Cubans overcome crises, said Ge-
rardo hernandez, national coordinator of the Commit-
tees for the Defense of the Revolution, adding that the 
US administration wanted to destabilize the tranquil-
ity of the island’s neighborhoods.

“This revolution was made by Raul (Castro) and Fi-
del (Castro) for the humble, with the humble, and for 
the sake of the humble,” he said, adding that the Cuban 
government will continue the work initiated by its pre-
decessors.

Julio Cesar Crespo, who works at havana’s higher 
Institute of International Relations “Raul Roa Garcia”, 
told Xinhua that young people in Cuba were commit-
ted to the development of socialism on the island.

“We have to defend the revolution, which has been a 
beacon for all Cubans,” he said. “We cannot lose (what) 
all we have shed so much blood for. Today we come to 
reaffirm our revolutionary convictions.” 

Cubans hold mass rally 
in support of revolution

ChINA’S total foreign trade in goods 
in the first half of the year grew 27.1 
percent from a year ago to 18.07 trillion 
yuan (about $2.79 trillion), data from 
the General Administration of Customs 
(GAC) showed. Exports increased 28.1 
percent to 9.85 trillion yuan, and im-
ports expanded by 25.9 percent to 8.22 
trillion yuan. 

The country’s total foreign trade, 
exports and imports in the first six 
months this year were up 22.9 per-
cent, 23.8 percent and 21.7 percent, re-
spectively, compared with those in the 
same period two years ago, before the 
outburst of COVID-19.

China’s foreign trade stood at 3.29 
trillion yuan last month, up 22 percent 
from a year ago, which marked positive 
growth for 13 months in a row. 

China’s foreign trade in the first half 
of the year posted the best perfor-
mance in history, which has laid a solid 
foundation for the whole-year growth 
of the country’s foreign trade, said GAC 
spokesperson Li Kuiwen at a press con-
ference on July 13. China’s economy 
showed a steady recovery with solid 
and sound growth in the first half, and 
market players demonstrated stronger 
vitality, which offered strong support 
for the continuous and stable growth 
of foreign trade, Li, who’s also the direc-
tor of the GAC’s statistics and analysis 
department, added. In particular, the 
continuous release of policy dividends 
to stabilize foreign trade, and the lead-
ing role played by high-level opening 
platforms have further outlined the ad-
vantages of new businesses and mod-
els of foreign trade.

According to GAC statistics, the to-
tal trade value of China’s cross-border 
e-commerce sector reached 886.7 bil-
lion yuan in the first six months, up 
28. 6 year on year. Exports of the sec-
tor surged 44.1 percent to 603.6 billion 
yuan, and imports stood at 283.1 billion 
yuan, an uptick of 4.6 percent. Besides, 
exports through mart procurement 
trade grew 49.1 percent.

The continuous global economic 
recovery and increasing external de-
mand entailed rising global trade and 
China’s exports. In the past months, 
multiple international organizations 
have lifted their expectation for global 
growth in 2021. For instance, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund in April lifted 
the Global Growth Forecast for 2021 
to 6 percent, and the World Bank also 
increased its global economic growth 
forecast to 5.6% for this year the last 
month.

France opens doors to vaccinated 
travellers, restricts others

able”. Some were likely unreachable 
because they could not recharge mo-
bile phones or were in hospital without 
identity papers, the centre said.

Communities Cut Off
Over the past several days the floods, 

which have mostly hit the German 
states of Rhineland Palatinate and North 
Rhine-Westphalia and eastern Belgium, 
have cut off entire communities from 
power and communications.

RWE, Germany’s largest power pro-
ducer, said on Saturday its opencast 
mine in Inden and the Weisweiler coal-
fired power plant were massively affect-
ed, adding that the plant was running at 
lower capacity after the situation stabi-
lized. 

In the southern Belgian provinces 
of Luxembourg and Namur, authori-
ties rushed to supply drinking water to 

households.
Flood water levels slowly fell in the 

worst hit parts of Belgium, allowing 
residents to sort through damaged pos-
sessions. 

Prime Minister Alexander De Croo 
and European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen visited some areas 
on Saturday afternoon.

Belgian rail network operator Infra-
bel published plans of repairs to lines, 
some of which would be back in service 
only at the very end of August.

High Alert In The Netherlands
Emergency services in the Nether-

lands also remained on high alert as 
overflowing rivers threatened towns 
and villages throughout the southern 
province of Limburg.

Tens of thousands of residents in the 
region have been evacuated in the past 

AMMAN

ThE Chinese white paper on protecting the rights 
of Xinjiang’s ethnic groups provides the interna-
tional community with a good opportunity to un-
derstand the real Xinjiang, a Jordanian expert on the 
Arab-China relations has said.

“The white paper explains in detail how China has 
put in place a whole vision for Xinjiang, focusing on 
its well-rounded development,” Samer Khair Ahmed 
recently told Xinhua, referring to the document ti-
tled “Respecting and Protecting the Rights of All Eth-
nic Groups in Xinjiang,” which was issued by China’s 
State Council Information Office on Wednesday.

Noting that the white paper has illustrated the re-
alities and developments in Xinjiang with abundant 
statistics and facts, the expert pointed out that the 
document contains rich details on how the ethnic 
minorities in Xinjiang have been enjoying constantly 
improving living standard, and practicing religion 
freely.

All these positive results were made possible by the 
Chinese government’s “people-centered” approach, 
which is the apparent opposite of some Western me-
dia’s rumors and distortions, he said. 

For Ahmed, who has been studying the Chinese 
society for several decades and has published two 
books on China so far, fabricating so-called “oppres-
sion of minorities” is a usual method used by some 
U.S. politicians to pressure other countries and cause 
chaos.

China’s outstanding achievements and its vision of 
a community with a shared future for mankind have 
gained increasing recognition across the globe, but 
are considered by Washington and some of its allies 
as threats to their hegemony, Ahamad said.

“Therefore, they continue to slander China, in-
tending to use issues related to Xinjiang to discredit 
and restrain China,” he said.

The Jordanian expert, who visited Xinjiang in 
2017, spoke highly of the developments he witnessed 
there. Regarding the “forced labor” accusations, 
Ahmed deemed them as part of some West forces’ 
campaign to destabilize Xinjiang and contain China.

“As a Muslim and an Arab, I saw how the Uygurs 
preserved their culture and traditions, whether in 
food, music or heritage,” he said.

There is no doubt that the Chinese government 
has shared the fruits of reform and development 
with people of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang, he said.

                 Xinhua

China’s white paper on Xinjiang important 
for knowing real Xinjiang - Jordanian expert

People promote Hami melons via livestreaming in Turpan of 
northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, May 
19, 2021.(Xinhua

In the first six months, China’s 
exports to the US, the EU, and 
ASEAN countries grew 31.7 per-
cent, 25.5 percent, and 27.8 per-
cent, respectively. The country 
also exported 47 percent and 27.7 
percent more of goods to Latin 
America and Africa during the 
same period.

Since the proposal of the Belt 
and Road Initiative (BRI), China 
has witnessed increasingly closer 
trade ties with BRI countries. Es-
pecially after the outbreak of COV-
ID-19 in 2020, China and relevant 
countries offered mutual support 
to tide over difficulties and con-
stantly deepened Belt and Road 
cooperation, achieving remark-
able progress.

China’s total trade value with 
BRI countries grew 27.5 percent in 
the first half to 5.35 trillion yuan, 
0.4 percentage point higher than 
the growth of the country’s total 
trade in the same period, and ac-
counting for 29.6 percent of its 
total imports and exports. Exports 
to these countries increased 29.1 
percent to 3.03 trillion yuan, and 
imports increased 25.6 percent to 
2.32 trillion yuan.

China-Europe freight service 
contributed a major part to sta-
bilizing the trade with countries 
along the rail tracks. According 
to China Railway, China Europe 
freight trains made 7,377 trips in 
the first six months this year, ship-
ping 707,000 TEUs (twenty-foot 
equivalent units), up 43 percent 

and 52 percent, respectively. Nine-
ty-eight percent of the containers 
shipped were loaded with goods. 
The GAC said 209.78 billion yuan 
of China’s foreign trade with BRI 
countries were realized through 
rail services, up 43.1 percent.

Upholding the vision of building 
a global community of health for 
all, China has actively joined the 
WhO’s COVID-19 Vaccines Global 
Access, or COVAX project and sup-
ported all countries to fight the 
pandemic. Li said the GAC has is-
sued a series of measures this year 
to ensure smooth and quick cus-
toms clearance of COVID-19 vac-
cines. According to statistics, Chi-
na has exported over 500 million 
doses of COVID-19 vaccines and 
concentrates to 112 countries and 
regions. The vaccines and concen-
trates China has offered equal to 
1/6 of the world’s total production, 
which marks an important con-
tribution of the country to global 
anti-pandemic cooperation and 
economic recovery.

As COVID-19 is still spreading 
in many parts of the world, Li 
warned that China’s foreign trade 
faces uncertainties in a complex 
global epidemic environment. 
Meanwhile, the foreign trade 
growth might slow in the second 
half due to a high base last year. 
however, it is still possible that the 
country’s foreign trade maintains 
rapid growth for the year.

  People’s Daily

two days, while soldiers, 
fire brigades and volun-
teers worked frantically 
throughout Friday night 
to enforce dykes and pre-
vent flooding.

The Dutch have so far 
escaped disaster on the 
scale of its neighbors, and 
as of Saturday morning 
no casualties had been 
reported.

Scientists have long 
said that climate change 
will lead to heavier down-
pours. But determining 
its role in these relent-
less rainfalls will take at 
least several weeks to re-
search, scientists said on 
Friday.

Agencies

PARIS

FRANCE will reinforce restrictions on unvaccinated 
travellers from a series of countries to counter a re-
bound in COVID-19 infections, while opening its doors 
to those who have received all their shots, Prime Minis-
ter Jean Castex said on Saturday.

The move comes as France faces a rapid surge in 
new coronavirus infections and President Emmanuel 
Macron tries to convince French citizens to accept vac-
cinations he says are the only way to stop the virus and 
put the country back on track.

From yesterday, July 18, non-vaccinated people com-
ing from the United Kingdom, Spain, Portugal, Cyprus, 
the Netherlands and Greece will need to present a CO-
VID-19 test dating from less than 24 hours before travel 
to enter France.

Currently tests can date from 48 hours for UK travel-
lers and 72 hours for the other countries listed.

China’s foreign trade in H1 hits record high

Trucks are being loaded at Yantai port, east China’s Shandong province, July 
13, 2021. File photo

A worker (left) takes a picture of a destroyed area in Insul near Bad Neuenahr-Ahrweiler, western Germany, on Saturday. AFP
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By Correspondent Michael Eneza

WHILE no rules exist on how so-
cial music interacts with prayerful or 
mourning sessions, a psychological 
challenge is being opened up on air-
waves of late, with scores of musicians 
moving into prayerful music with ease 
and comfort, unaware that some rules 
ought to be existing in such transition.

It is the wish to adapt popular music 
tunes to a different need, which is tied 
to the original on the basis of the factor 
of celebration, thus it appears to serve 
the purpose.

While one talks of prayerful music it 
is actually different.

One musician can be cited as having 
been pivotal in breaking the barriers 
between the prayerful and the playful 
is songbird, Rose Mhando, whose itin-
erary can be the subject of a twisted 
novel that grips readers, as she has 
traversed the wide scene in all sorts of 
scenarios.

At one time, she was being rumoured 
to have reached a sort of terminal stage 
of illness, after a stretch of worrying re-
ports of what was going on in her mu-
sic career, but at some point received 
either routine curative action or most 
likely a faith cure, as in the subsequent 
period she is a champion of faith mu-
sic. But her second coming is laced 
with tremors as well.

For one thing, the itinerary of activi-
ties leading to her being resurrected on 
a new plane at the local music level has 
plenty in store to excite her fans, and 
she seemingly isn’t sparing in her am-
munition.

She has issued songs blasting her ad-
versaries with vituperations sprouting 
in each song or series of stanza, such 
that it becomes hard to distinguish be-
tween a routine vengeance and victory 
song with her presumed gospel music.

One such song played at a major 
prayerful assembly to the north of 
Dar es Salaam, apart from being sold 
in chip form has unpalatable stuff di-
rected at adversaries who maliciously 
mistreated her.

But the problem is actually wider 

Gospel Singeli: A fashion breaking 
barriers of the social and the sacred

The NBC Bank’s Head of Private Banking, Abel Kaseko (R), hands over sports equipment to Tanzania People’s 
Defense Force (TPDF)’s Sports Chairman, Colonel David Mziray, to back the TPDF’s preparations for various 
sports events slated for next month in Dodoma. The handing over ceremony took place in the region yesterday. 
Others are the bank’s officials and army officers. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

By Guardian Reporter

AS various army sports competitions are 
expected to kick off in Dodoma on August 4, 
NBC Bank has donated sports equipment to 
the Tanzania People’s Defense Force (TPDF) 
to support the army’s efforts in the sports 
sector.

 The equipment, which include sports 
shoes, balls, jerseys and a number of other 
sport equipment, were handed over to TPDF 
Sports Chairman, Colonel David Mziray, by 
NBC Dodoma Branch Manager, Happiness 
Kizigira.

Speaking after receiving the equipment, 
Mziray said the donation will help to boost 
the morale of the players, adding that they 
are determined to win various trophies at 
the tournament.

NBC donates sports 
equipment to TPDF

Prominent ‘Singeli’ music artist, Abdallah, alias ‘Dulla 
Makabila’.

SPORTS

“Getting this equipment will motivate our 
players to do well at the tournament which our 
teams are aiming to grab all the trophies,’’ Mziray 
noted.

After handing over the equipment, NBC 
Dodoma Branch Manager, Happiness, said they 
have provided the equipment due to the existing 
cooperation between the bank and TPDF.

“NBC Bank has had a good, long-term 
relationship with the TPDF and since our 
colleagues will be taking part in a tournament 
here in Dodoma, we also saw it fit to support them 
with this equipment so that the competition can 
be even better,” Happiness said.

Happiness said the equipment have been 
donated to the army headquarters with the aim 
of reaching all the athletes in the army who will 
take part in the tournament this year.

than the songbird, as in the first place she would not 
herself have been able to produce virulent composi-
tions against thinly hidden individuals unless there 
was some example to cite or copy from.

It wasn’t just a matter of example but a whole 
trend of developments in that field to which she ably 
latched herself into the wagon, and did it better than 
quite a few others, who have issued less remarkable 
stuff in the way of celebratory or even combative 
compositions.

And there is plenty in the prayerful sessions them-
selves that encourages them on that route, like ‘six-
pack anointment’ (if this is the correct translation of 
‘upako wa kibabe’ that is now trending in multiple FM 
radio stations the house is heard).

What is characteristic about this trend is that it puts 
aside prayer as such, which has a mournful tone to it 
that has always characterized gospel songs, whatever 
breadth and depth this mode of spiritual entertain-
ment has seen in the six decades of independence.

Still for most of the earlier period there were only 
choir songs, and then a different genre came up 
where there was a book of passionate compositions 
tied to new denominations but it also spread to tradi-
tional prayer houses.

Only in the digital age where elaborate bands, stage 
show, equipment, are stifled that compositions shift 
to individuals to break barriers.

The reason for this shift from marginally mournful 
or prayerful monologues in gospel songs to animated 
celebration that is free to take even ‘Singeli’ modes of 
happiness, despite that its gyrations are inseparable 
from the music itself, and scarcely blends with a gos-
pel scenario, is deep seated.

It is the shift from older prayers where it is one’s 
own slides in conduct which are at issue, and the 
pursuit of grace or affinity with divinity that is only 
hoped for but not directly handed to an individual.

At present what is pur-
sued is quite different, 
as first it is to defeat and 
eradicate strings block-
ing one’s health or wel-
fare – thus, triumphantly.

There is also a cluster 
of praise songs (which 
is starkly different from 
prayer songs) that basi-
cally form the main body 
of what transpires in 
choirs or music groups 
associated with vast as-
semblies of what was 
traditionally known as 
‘exorcism’ but is now 
more adeptly recognized 
as deliverance, freeing 
from bonds.

There are other situ-
ations where the preva-
lence of this unorthodox 
form of proto-gospel 
singing has been gener-
ated, namely in the Free 
Church of Emmanuel 
Mgaya, popularly recog-
nizable as old ‘Masanja 
Mkandamizaji,’ who has 
the distinction of having 
teamed up with follow-
ers of the late evangelist, 
Dr Reinhard Bonnke, of 
numerous gospel ‘cru-
sades’ in past decades.

These assemblies have 
a minimum requirement 
of being in their fellow-
ship, namely to be able to 
sing a song of praise, and 
beyond that everything 
is permitted, from mini-
skirts to cigarette smok-
ing, all within the same 
open air prayer service 
compound.

This could have been 
treated as an exception 
or idiosyncratic, but cer-
tified preachers are ab-
sorbing it too.

By Guardian Reporter

CARAVANS Cricket Club has continued 
enjoying winning spree in the 2021 Dar 
es Salaam Cricket (DC) Kazim Nasser 
Memorial League (KNML) Division A 
50-overs, trouncing Shree Kutchi Leva 
Patel Sports Center (SKLPSC) team by 
45 runs in Group A clash at Leaders Club 
ground last week.

The victory has seen Caravans Cricket 
Club have topped the Group A’s table 
with four points.

Skipper Sreejith Kumar was back 
at the helm of Caravans Cricket Club’s 
affairs in the duel.

His outfit showed excellent 
performance especially in the fielding 
and bowling departments under his 
captaincy.

The SKLPSC, which was led by Naran 
Vekariya, unexpectedly crumbled in 
the face of superb bowling by Caravans 
Cricket Club’s in-form Jitin Pratap Singh, 
who was eventually presented with the 
man of the match prize for his exploits.

Caravans Cricket Club won the toss 
and elected to bat first, amassing 143 
runs all out in 35 overs.

Their openers, Gokul Das and Safvan 
Annarathodika, could not capitalize 
their captain Kumar’s decision of batting 
first.

Annarathodika got out when the score 
was 16 runs, being bowled by a brilliant 
delivery from SKLPSC’s pacer, Hassan 
Sangwale.

Singh then joined Das and scored 
a brisk 15 runs which included three 
boundaries, but, in the 10th over of the 
innings, he fell when the score was just 
44 runs on board.

Das continued patiently and the 
cricketer, at times, showed his class as a 
crafty batsman by hitting some glorious 
drives to the fence.

All-rounder, Kassim Nassoro, joined 
Das and the duo’s partnership yielded 55 
runs.

At his individual score of 19 runs and 
team score of 99 runs, Nassoro was 
trapped for leg before wicket (lbw) by 
SKLPSC’s Khalil Rehemtullah’s delivery 
which swung in.

Immediately after veteran all-rounder, 

Caravans’ cricketers enjoy winning streak in 
Kazim Nasser League’s Division A 50 overs 

Caravans Cricket Club’s Jitin Singh (C), receives man of the 
match prize from the outfit’s Chairman, Tulaseedas (R), 
shortly after the side had confronted Shree Kutchi Leva 
Patel SC (SKLPSC) outfit in 2021 Dar es Salaam Cricket (DC) 
Kazim Nasser Memorial League (KNML) Division A 50 overs’ 
duel, which took place in the city last week. Looking on is 
match official, Aahil Jasani. PHOTO: COURTESY OF DC

Hamisi Abdallah, came to the middle, Das reached his 
another milestone of half-century

His displays hardly went unnoticed, given the player 
was applauded by spectators and all players on and off 
the field.

He could not however carry on with the bat and fell 
at his individual score of 54 runs when the team’s score 
was 108 runs.

Except for skipper, Nandakishan Pottachira, who 
scored 16 runs, none of the other batsmen could get 
a double-digit score and Caravans Cricket Club was 
skittled for 143 runs in 35 overs.

Vinesh Gorasiya was the most successful bowler in 
SKLPSC bowling spell, taking three wickets in just five 
overs and conceding only 12 runs.

Khalil Rehemtullah and youthful player Yalinde 
Maurice took two wickets apiece.

Needing 144 runs to win in 50 overs, SKLPSC lost their 
opening batsman, Dinesh Rabadiya, was caught behind 
in the very first ball of the innings to a brilliant out 
swinger delivery by Suraj Kumar.

Suraj continued to 
torment the SKLPSC 
batsmen and took the 
second wicket when the 
outfit’s score was just 13 
runs on the board.

Skipper Kumar master-
minded the SKLPSC 
debacle by cleverly using 
his bowlers and, with 
spin attack on both sides 
of the wicket, scoring was 
becoming very difficult 
for the rest of the SKLPSC 
players.

Singh, on one end, 
was picking wickets with 
clever spin bowling and 
spinner Nassoro was very 
economical at the other 
end. 

Only four of the 11 
SKLPSC players managed 
to notch double-digit 
figures and out of the 
quartet only Yahya Giwa 
managed to score the 
highest.

Giwa, slotted in as low 
order batsman, had scored 
14 runs before he was 
bowled by Singh.

Annarathodika was 
brilliant in his fielding, 
taking two catches of 
which one was a flying 
one-handed catch while 
fielding in first slip.

Caravans Cricket Club’s 
wicket keeper, Pottachira, 
also accounted for two 
dismissals through 
exceptional catches.

The SKLPSC were all 
out for 98 runs in just 27.2 
overs, suffering a 45-run 
loss to Caravans Cricket 
Club.

Singh was presented 
with the man of the match 
prize for his excellent 
bowling performance, as 
he took six wickets, giving 
away 23 runs in 9.2 overs.

By Guardian Reporter

DAR ES SALAAM Gymkhana Club (DGC) 
golfing sensation, Mohamed Asgarali, put 
up an impressive showing to triumph in the 
maiden Tanfoam Golf Open tournament, 
which took place at the club’s course on 
Saturday evening.

Asgarali, who has been making a steady 
improvement in his game lately, lifted the 
top honour after recording 40 points in the 
18-hole tournament.

“I didn’t expect to win this tournament 
and I thank the lord and my caddy for this 
success,’’ Asgarali said after the victory.

The golfer disclosed: “I was very nervous 
throughout the tournament and I thought 
I wouldn’t win this event, with all the other 
players playing good golf.”

The Tanfoam Limited-sponsored event 
saw the DGC experienced golfer, Joseph 
Tango, end as runner-up after posting 37 
stable ford points.

‘’It was not my day and I should have won 
this tournament but I have learnt from my 
mistakes that I made on the course and next 
time it will be better,’’ Tango said.

Fatma Makame finished third with 36 

points, Ellis Katwebaze took the fourth 
position, losing to Fatma on count back.

The DGC Competition Secretary, Kiki 
Ayonga, commended golfers who turned 
up to mark the Tanfoam Special Golf 
Tournament, making it a success.

Kiki said: “I want to thank all participants. 
Without them, we could not have staged this 
tournament.’’

Little known golfer, Vicky Elias, also had a 
field day. She won guest winner prize with 
31 points.

Vicky said: “I’m very happy to be part of 
the winners at the tournament, it went really 
well and the competition was tough.’’

Vicky said that the DGC is one of perfect 
places to be when it comes to golf and she is 
enjoying being there and uses the event and 
time to prepare for a big showdown, namely 
Lugalo Ladies Open.

The nearest to pin award also went to 
Vicky.

Abbas Lalji, one of Tanfoam Limited 
officials, noted they have been impressed by 
huge turnout of golfers in the event.

“Tanfoam Limited is looking to organize a 
golf tournament at this club every month,’’ 
Lalji revealed.

Gymkhana golfer lifts Tanfoam 
Open tournament title

Tanfoam Limited’s officer, Abbas Lalji (L), presents a prize to Dar es Salaam Gymkhana Club (DGC) golfer, 
Mohamed Asgarali that lifted the Tanfoam Open golf tournament’s title. The competition was played at the 
club’s course last Saturday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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WAKAYAMA, Japan

GErMANY’s olympic soccer team 
walked off the field during a prepa-
ration match for the tokyo Games 
on saturday in response to alleged 
racist abuse from an opposing Hon-
duras player toward German de-
fender Jordan torunarigha.

the players left the field together 
with five minutes remaining in the 
game after torunarigha was “ra-
cially insulted,” the German soccer 
federation said on twitter.

“If one of our players is racially 
abused, it’s not an option for us to 
keep playing,” Germany coach ste-
fan Kuntz said.

“It was hard to get him in, he was 
terribly upset because he said he 
was repeatedly racially abused,” 
Kuntz continued. “For us it’s clear, 
this violates our values, we cannot 
tolerate it. We’ll take our player 
completely under our protection.”

torunarigha’s club, Hertha Ber-
lin, responded by saying “ that’s the 
only correct decision! ”

the score was 1-1 when the Ger-
man players walked off.

“After the situation calmed down 
a bit, the whole Honduras team 
came over to us on the bench and 
apologized,” Kuntz said. “that was 
the end of the matter for us.”

the Honduran soccer federation 

said on twitter that the game was 
abandoned in the 87th minute “due 
to the fact that a German player al-
leged a supposed racist insult on the 
part of a Honduran national team 
player.”

the Honduran federation said 
the “situation occurred due to a 
misunderstanding on the field of 
play.”

Germany captain Maximilian Ar-
nold said the team discussed tak-
ing the matter further but decided 
against it.

“We made a correct statement, 
we made the right decisions and 
acted correctly. It was also Jordan’s 
wish. He said that we should leave it 
at that,” Arnold said.

the friendly game in Wakayama, 
Japan was Germany’s last prepara-
tion match before it plays Brazil 
in Yokohama on thursday. Kuntz’ 
team also plays saudi Arabia on 
July 25 and Ivory Coast on July 28 in 
Group D.

the 23-year-old torunarigha, 
who is the son of former player 
ojokojo torunarigha of Nigeria, has 
faced racist abuse before. He was 
targeted with monkey chants by 
some schalke fans in a German Cup 
game on Feb. 4, 2020. schalke was 
fined 50,000 euros ($54,600) for its 
supporters’ abuse.

   AP

Germany cuts short Olympic 
warmup with allegations of racism

CASABLANCA

EGYptIAN club Al Ahly won a re-
cord-extending 10th CAF Champions 
League title on saturday with a 3-0 fi-
nal victory over 10-man south African 
rivals Kaizer Chiefs in Casablanca.

A brilliant goal from Mohamed ‘Af-
sha’ Magdy on 64 minutes left little 
doubt about the outcome in a disap-
pointing finale to the marquee African 
club competition.

Amr el sulaya rubbed salt into the 
wounds of Chiefs with a third goal on 
74 minutes, slamming a back-heel past 
Nigerian goalkeeper Daniel Akpeyi.

Chiefs were struggling to contain 
Ahly late in the first half when they 
suffered a massive blow with the red-
carding of Happy Mashiane.

the forward stamped on the right 
leg of full-back Ahmed tawfik and, af-
ter initially flashing a yellow card, the 
Burundi referee checked the foul on a 
monitor and changed his decision.

It was a historic victory for Ahly, 
who became the first club to win back-
to-back Champions League titles three 
times.

south Africa-born Ahly coach pitso 
Mosimane, who supported Chiefs as a 
child, became the first African coach 
to win the competition three times.

He succeeded in 2016 with south 
African club Mamelodi sundowns, 
and again with Ahly last season in an 
all-Egyptian final against fierce rivals 
Zamalek.

Ahly pocket $2.5 million for winning 
the Champions League and are guar-
anteed at least another $3.5 million 
when they compete in the FIFA Club 
World Cup in Japan.

Ahly punish 10-man Chiefs to win 
CAF Champions League 10th time

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Before travelling to the Far East, the Egyptian club that 
have won 22 African titles will play CAF Confederation Cup 
winners raja Casablanca of Morocco in a one-off match for 
the CAF super Cup.

It was a bitterly disappointing first appearance in the final 
by Chiefs, whose lone CAF title came 21 years ago when they 
won the now defunct African Cup Winners Cup.

the soweto outfit matched Ahly early on and had the 
lone shot on target in the opening half with an effort by 
serbian forward samir Nurkovic that Ahly goalkeeper and 
captain Mohamed el shenawy comfortably saved. 

Factfile for 2021 CAF Champions League winners Al Ahly 
of Egypt:

popular name: Cairo red Devils
Captain: Mohamed el shenawy
Coach: pitso Mosimane (rsA)
path to victory: round of 32 - sonidep (NIG) 4-0 home, 

1-0 away; Group A - Al Merrikh (sUD) 3-0 2-2, simba (tAN) 

1-0 0-1, V Club (CoN) 2-2 3-0; quarter-finals - Mamelodi sun-
downs (rsA) 2-0 1-1; semi-finals - Esperance (tUN) 3-0 1-0; 
final - Kaizer Chiefs (rsA) 3-0

scorers: 6 - sherif, 3 - Magdy, Mohamed; 2 - Banoun, Yasser 
Ibrahim, Mahmoud Kahraba; 1 - Walter Bwalya (CoD), Di-
eng, Hussein el shahat, Amr el sulaya, Maaloul, Mohsen 
Mohsen, salah Mohsen, Walid soliman

Champions League record: 1998 - first round, 1999 - 
Group A, 2000 - Group B, 2001 - winners, 2002 - Group A, 
2004 - first round, 2005, 2006 - winners, 2007 - runners-
up, 2008 - winners, 2009 - second round, 2010 - semi-finals, 
2011 - Group B, 2012, 2013 - winners, 2014, 2015 - second 
round, 2016 - Group A, 2017, 2018 - runners-up, 2019 - quar-
ter-finals, 2020 - winners, 2021 - winners

CAF titles: 10 - Champions League, 7 - super Cup, 4 - Afri-
can Cup Winners Cup, 1 - Confederation Cup

Note: Ahly won the forerunner of the Champions League, 
the African Cup of Champions Clubs, in 1982 and 1987.

By Gabriele Marcotti, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

WHEN Gianluigi Buffon made his 
professional debut for parma in No-
vember 1995, most of his new team-
mates weren’t even born. If I’d wanted 
to check that fact on the internet back 
then, I couldn’t Google it: I’d need to use 
a search engine like WebCrawler (it’s 
still around, in case you want to go old 
school) on a browser like Mosaic and 
hope that someone had uploaded the 
birth dates of players somewhere on 
the nascent worldwide web since, ob-
viously, football clubs didn’t have web-
sites. (their first form of technology 
was end-of-season DVDs.)

Five-and-a-half years later, after mak-
ing his debut for Italy and establishing 
himself as one of the best keepers in 
the world, he moved to Juventus in 
2001 for around €54.5 million. It wasn’t 
just a world record for a goalkeeper, ei-
ther; it’s a record that would stand for 17 
years, until Alisson (€62.5m) and Kepa 
Arrizabalaga (€80m) moved to Liver-
pool and Chelsea, respectively.

two decades -- and 11 league titles, 
five domestic cups and a World Cup -- 
later, Buffon is back where it all started. 
It’s not surprising, then, that parma 
chose to go the superhero route, opting 
for the #supermanreturns hashtag in 
his “welcome back” video.

“It’s an incredible feeling,” he tells 
EspN. “the idea that an athlete can 
return to the same after 20 years, in 
the same role as before... wow... I don’t 
know how many athletes in any sport 
have had that privilege. It’s something I 
wanted badly...”

Buffon is now 43 years old. He 
backed up Wojciech szczesny at Juven-
tus the past two seasons, but still man-
aged to start 29 matches over that span 
-- enough of a sample size to know that 
he can still contribute on the pitch. “Age 
is just a number” is also just a cliche, of 
course, though you look at the likes of 
Zlatan Ibrahimovic (39) and Cristiano 
ronaldo (36) and wonder if there isn’t 
some truth in it. sure, goalkeepers have 
more longevity, but Buffon has gone 
way past that.

the hunger is there, as well as the 
fitness. You wonder how long it will 
continue. 

“I hope for [Cristiano’s] sake that I 
quit first,” he says, laughing. “And I do 
have an idea in my mind of when that 
time may be... but I also reserve the 
right to bring that day forward or post-
pone it!”

Buffon has been asked about his 
longevity for many years, offering the 
stock answers you might expect. pro-
fessionalism, taking care of his body, 
luck in avoiding major injuries, enthu-

Why Buffon went back to where it all began at the age of 43 

siasm, good genes, desire -- all of these 
things are likely true for elite athletes 
who perform beyond their years. But 
Buffon goes beyond that, citing exam-
ples of how you can use age to actually 
improve.

“Honestly, there are many aspects in 
which you can better as time passes,” 
he says. “I learned this lesson when I 
was maybe 36 or 37. I began to realize 
that if you’re serious about it, you do 
things the right way and you’re in the 
right mental frame, you’ll never stop 
learning and bettering yourself.

“I’m being perfectly honest that 
when I compare myself now to what I 
was before, I’ve improved in a number 
of areas, where maybe before I was 
weaker. obviously, I will have declined 
in others -- that’s normal -- but overall, 
when I look at myself objectively, I don’t 
feel that I’m worse than I was six or 
seven years ago.”

Everybody knows what age does to 
us. At a certain point, you lose muscle 
mass, strength, agility, your recovery 
time gets longer: all these things come 
along together. But that is only part of 
being a goalkeeper. Buffon cites experi-
ence, mental strength and the ability to 
read a game, all of which makes sense. 
But there are others, too.

“I’ll give you a very obvious exam-
ple,” he says. “I’ve always had a pretty 
good right foot when it came to pass-
ing. [Buffon was a midfielder until he 
was 14 years old.] the game has obvi-
ously evolved in the past 25 years and 
keepers are asked to do much more 
with their feet than before. I was fine 
with that, because I was very confident 
on my right. My left was oK, but I’d re-
ally only use it to clear the ball or to hit 
a short pass -- never to actually pass it 
long or accurately.”

“But then I started really started 
working on it in my mid-30s, and I real-
ly improved,” he adds. “I never thought 
I’d get to the point where my kicking is 
almost equal with either foot, but that’s 
where I am. I genuinely believe that 
through repetition, serious training 
and muscle memory, all with the right 
mindset, almost nothing is impossible 
for a human being.”

Back to parma. When he left in 2001, 
they were coming off a golden era: 
nine straight top-five finishes, two wins 
in the Coppa Italia, a UEFA Cup and a 
Cup Winners’ Cup. they were blessed 
with superstars, from Lilian thuram to 
Gianfranco Zola, from Hernan Crespo 
to Fabio Cannavaro, from Claudio taf-
farel to tino Asprilla. the 15 or so years 

TOKYO

JApAN’s men’s captain Maya Yoshida 
has questioned the decision to hold the 
olympic Games behind closed doors, 
calling on authorities to reconsider the 
spectator ban before the football tour-
naments begin on Wednesday.

Fans will be absent from the Games 
as coronavirus infections continue to 
climb in Japan, even though fans are al-
lowed to attend other sporting contests 
within the country.

Yoshida led Japan to a 1-1 draw with 
spain on saturday in their final warm-
up ahead of their opening game in 
the men’s football on thursday, with a 
socially-distanced crowd in attendance 
at Kobe City stadium.

Matches in the women’s tournament 
will begin on Wednesday.

the presence of the fans moved the 
former southampton defender to ask 
why supporters would not be permit-
ted at the Games, which run until Aug. 
8.

“I think a lot of people’s tax money is 

going to hold these olympics,” the Asa-
hi newspaper quoted Yoshida as saying 
during an online news conference.

“Despite that, people can’t go and 
watch. so you wonder about who the 
olympics is for, and what it is for. of 
course athletes want to play in front of 
fans.”

With cases rising rapidly, tokyo has 
entered into a state of emergency but 
spectators have continued to attend 
games in Japan’s professional baseball 
league and in the country’s domestic 
football competition, the J-League.

“our families have sacrificed and 
put up with things, they supported us 
when we were competing in Europe,” 
said Yoshida, who currently plays in 
Italy for sampdoria.

“It’s not just the players who were 
competing, but the family members, 
every one of them.

“so if they can’t watch the match, 
well who and what is that match for, 
there is that question. I really hope we 
can reconsider that seriously.”

  REUTERS

‘Who is it for?’ captain Yoshida 
asks in call to lift fan ban

Al Ahly on Saturday became the first club to win back-to-back CAF Champions League titles three times. (Agencies)

after that would see the club go bank-
rupt, two owners face prison time in 
separate cases and parma be reformed 
in the amateur ranks.

A year ago, they were bought by 
Iowa businessman Kyle Krause and 
after being relegated, Buffon will start 
over in serie B.

“I was cheering for them to stay up all 
of last season -- I’m a parma fan, after all. 
I joined at 13 and stayed for 10 years,” 
Buffon says. “parma launched my ca-
reer. they helped me become what I 
am, and now maybe it’s my turn to help 
them go back to being great. Like they 
have been before, and like how they 
deserve to be. But I want to be clear. I 
didn’t choose serie B: I chose parma.”

to him, the only thing that is differ-
ent is that the climb back up the ladder 
begins in serie B, rather than near the 
bottom of serie A. But he knows where 
he wants to take them.

“sometimes you get lucky, and this 
club is very lucky to have been taken 
over by a guy like Krause,” Buffon says. 
And then, unexpectedly, he pulls out a 
stat. “He’s ambitious and he has every 
reason to be. When you talk about 
parma, you’re talking about the fourth-
most successful Italian club in Europe, 
in terms of trophies. overall, we’re 16th. 
We need to respect and honour that 
history.”

As for when he may call it quits, 
there’s no “use by” date on his sleeve. 
Few athletes, in any sport, are as intro-
spective and as open as Buffon. A few 
years ago, he detailed his bouts with 
depression in his early 20s, how they 
rocked his belief that “if you have mon-
ey and success you can’t be unhappy” 
and how he developed the tools to deal 
with his mental health issues.

In a sporting world that is often 
macho and testosterone-laden, it’s a 
refreshing voice and a reminder, that 
even this superman had his krypton-
ite, a challenge he acknowledged, faced 
and conquered.

GLASGOW

ArsENAL fought back to secure a 2-2 
draw against rangers in a preseason 
friendly at Ibrox stadium on saturday, 
with new defender Nuno tavares scor-
ing his first goal for the north London 
club.

Leon Balogun opened the scoring 
early for steven Gerrard’s rangers 
before tavares equalised less than 10 
minutes later. 

rangers took the lead once again 
through Cedric Itten on 75 minutes be-
fore Eddie Nketiah levelled for Arsenal 
eight minutes later.

“overall I’m really pleased with the 
performance. I think we dominated 
the game, we created so many chanc-
es -- I counted about eight or 10 clear 
chances to score -- but this game is de-
cided in both boxes,” Mikel Arteta said 
after the game.

“We weren’t clinical in the oppo-
nent’s box and we conceded two goals 
from two corners, which were the only 
chances they had apart from the coun-
terattack from our own corner.

“It’s much better from the other day 
and you tell that physically we were 
already better in the second game, the 
organisation was better, individually 
they played better, but I really liked the 
collective understanding of the game 
and how we executed a lot of things 
we’ve been working on in the training 
pitch.”

rangers won a corner on 14 minutes. 
Balogun was left unmarked in the box 
and hit a powerful header into the Ar-
senal net.

Left-back tavares, who joined Ar-
senal from Benfica for around €8 mil-
lion this summer, benefitted from poor 
play from James tavernier to steal the 
ball and strike it into Allan McGregor’s 
net on 23 minutes.

Arsenal could have taken the lead 
through pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
on the half hour mark but he failed to 
place his header on target.

Instead it was rangers who pulled 
ahead in the second half when Itten 
scored from a header during a set 
piece.

However, rangers were unable to 
keep Nketiah out a few minutes later 
when he secured the ball and struck 
a hard shot past McGregor to level 
things.

Meanwhile, A young tottenham 
Hotspur side were held to a 1-1 draw at 
Leyton orient in Nuno Espirito santo’s 
first game in charge.

Dane scarlett put a strong spurs 
starting XI ahead in the first-half be-
fore a more inexperienced side were 
introduced for the final 30 minutes of 
the game. 

Former Wolverhampton Wander-
ers boss Nuno included Joe Hart, Eric 
Dier, Harry Winks, Lucas Moura, Dele 
Alli and steven Bergwijn in the team 
that begun the game.

“It was a game that we prepared 
ourselves to compete and play inside a 
week that was very tough for the play-
ers,” he said after the match.

“the players have worked very hard. 
it is a process that is going to take time 
to get things together. Happy because 
the commitment was there.”

Arsenal fail to win for 
second preseason game



By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

THE National Arts Council, known by Kiswahili acronym, ‘BASA-
TA’, has said it does not approve of the dismissal of Miss Tanzania 
2020/21 Rose Manfere, from the Miss World pageant which is ex-
pected to take place in December this year in Puerto Rico.

Matiko Mniko, Acting Executive Secretary of the council, issued 
the statement and wanted to know the outcome of the session be-
tween the council and Rose.

The meeting was originally scheduled to bring together Rose, 
BASATA, and Miss Tanzania Organizing Committee but it could not 
take place after committee members failed to attend the meeting be-
cause they said they had been constrained by other responsibilities.

However, Mniko said that did not stop BASATA from coming to 
the decision considering that it was the second session held after 
the first on May 31 failed to end because members failed to reach an 
agreement.

“One of the resolutions we reached after the session was that the 
council did not approve and did not agree with the decision to ex-
clude Miss Tanzania 2020/21 from participating in the Miss World 
2021 pageant until the Miss Tanzania Organizing Committee pro-
vided basic reasons and confirmed them.

Mniko disclosed: “With this explanation and because of the sen-
sitivity of this matter, and since the preparation of the participant 
should proceed, the council has issued several directives.’’

‘’The Miss Tanzania’s organizers, The Look Company, is required 
to present the name of Miss Tanzania 2020/21, Rose, to the Miss 
World 2021 beauty pageant,’’ Mniko revealed.

In other directives issued by the council, The Look Company 
should send the name of another Director instead of the former 
CEO, Basila Mwanukuzi, who currently has government responsi-
bilities, a situation which leads to failure to communicate with her 
regularly when she is needed.

Basila is currently the Korogwe District Commissioner, a position 
she has held since June 2021.

The organizers have moreover been asked to submit the names of 
the members of the Miss Tanzania Organizing Committee and clas-
sify their positions individually.

The veteran artiste pointed out getting an invitation to take part 
in the festivals proves he is still valued, much as a section of music 
lovers think he has faded out. 

Muumin stated currently his band, known as Special Band, has six 
new tracks making the troupe’s first album.

The artiste revealed the troupe might be officially launched in 
December this year, if the troupe’s strategies will be implemented 
smoothly.

Nine-time champions Ahly dare not 
underestimate outsiders Chiefs
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Ruaha Titans make it to 2021 TCA 
Dar es Salaam U-18 tournament final

National Arts Council now 
disapproves Rose’s exclusion 
from Miss World 2021 pageant

Musicians 
impress 
revelers in 
‘Mihogo 
Festival’    

By Guardian Reporter

RUAHA Titans have cruised to 
this season’s Tanzania Cricket As-
sociation (TCA) Dar es Salaam U-18 
Tournament’s final with an 11-run 
victory over Manyara Heroes in the 
last four, which took place in the 
city last week.

The match’s eventual winners 
were set to lock horns with win-
ners of the first of the last four du-
els, which pitted Mikumi Hitters 
against Serengeti Blasters, in the 
showpiece’s final last weekend.

Ruaha Titans had the chance to 
start batting against Manyara He-
roes, notching 158 runs and drop-
ping three wickets in 20 overs of 
the duel which took place at Lead-
ers Club ground.

Aaditya Bhattbhatt, slotted in as 
an opening batsman, was in a good 
form with the bat, scoring 64 runs.

The opener had time to exhibit 
his aggressiveness, nailing nine 
fours and a six.

Bhattbhatt helped Ruaha Titans 
reach 112 runs after 15 overs, he was 
ultimately sent back to the pavilion 
in the following five balls, having 
been caught by Manyara Heroes’ 
Amaan Sameer from delivery by 

ruaha titans’ aaditya Bhattbhatt (L) pictured with a cricket enthusiast once the former was presented with the best 
player of the match prize because of his impressive showing in his squad’s tCa Dar es salaam U-18 tourament’s semi-
final clash against manyara heroes, which took place last week. photo: CoUrtesY oF tCa

The festival took place at Buza 
last month, I used the oppor-
tunity to introduce my band’s 
new song, titled ‘Kwa Mpalange 
Sihami’,

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Dar es salaam’s special Band leader, mwinjuma muumin, is one of the domestic musicians that partici-
pated in a concert, known as ‘mihogo Festival’, which took place in the city last weekend.

Aasim Abdulsamad.
Another notable contribution 

with the bat was showcased by 
the fellow opener, Burhanud-
din Jamalee, given the youngster 
ended with 20 runs clearing the 
boundary on three occasions.

Team captain, Brijesh Hitesh 
Kakkad, deployed at number 
three, ended with 22 runs which 
included two fours.

Ankit Budhiya and John David 
ended the innings with the bat 
in hand, with Budhiya posting 
34 runs not out and nailing four 
fours.

David notched 12 runs not out, 
cracking a four in his stint.

Abdulsamad was so far Man-
yara Heroes’ player that made his 
presence felt when the team was 
fielding, given he took two wick-
ets for 32 runs in three overs.

In response, Manyara Heroes 
put spirited performance, only 
to falter with 147 runs, dropping 
eight wickets in 20 overs.

Their chase hardly got off to a 
good start, as the opener, Abdul-
razak Sameer, was dismissed hav-
ing scored two runs.

The opener was caught by 
Ruaha Titans’ Laksh Snehal from 

delivery by Rehaan Atif.
Ashfaq Imtiyaz, who had 

opened the innings with Sameer, 
put good knocks to show, he was 
three runs short of a half-century. 

Imtiyaz’ stint ended with the 
youthful cricketer notching four 
fours.

His brother, Abdullah, was also 
in great form, given he sought to 
improve his outfit’s chase with 
his 49 runs, which included four 
fours.

Atif brought Abdullah’s stint to 
an end, dismissing the cricketer 
and leaving Manyara Heroes with 
112 runs after 14 overs.

Team captain, Yusuf Abdulhal-
eem, chipped in with 18 runs that 
consisted of a four.

Manyara Heroes’ quest for 
a successful chase was dealt a 
blow, given middle order and low 
order batsmen failed to live up to 
expectations, with none of them 
managing to notch two-digit 
scorers. 

Rehaan Rafiq vainly sought 
to push the total with his seven 
runs, his efforts to extend his stay 
were frustrated by Ruaha Titans’ 
David that sent the cricketer to 
the pavilion.
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By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

VARIOUS local musicians perform-
ing in such genres as dance, ‘Taarab’, 
‘Singeli’ and ‘Bongo Flava’ impressed 
revelers at a concert, known as ‘Mi-
hogo Festival’, which took place at 
Coco Beach in Dar es Salaam last 
weekend.

The artists include Mwinjuma 
Muumin (dance), Emmanuel Elibari-
ki ‘Nay wa Mitego’ (Bongo Flava), MC 
Kinata (Singeli), and Safina (Taarab), 
had music enthusiasts cheering nois-
ily at the festival.

The festival’s coordinator, Reuben 
Ndege, stated it aimed to create an 
opportunity for youths to delve into 
exporting cassava, given it now at-
tracts lots of buyers.

“We have been using various mu-
sicians in the festivals, considering 
the musicians have their supporters, 
including the entrepreneurs that are 
selling fried cassava at Coco Beach,’’ 
Ndege stated.

Ndege pointed out the organiz-
ers were moving to several places in 
and outside Dar es Salaam motivat-
ing youths, particularly women, to 
engage in various income-earning 
activities. 

According to Ndege, the organiz-
ers are using the motto, ‘Mchongo 
Mzima’, in the initiative.

Muumin noted he is one of the 
dance musicians actively taking part 
in the festivals, including a recent 
festival that served as a climax of 
World Cartoon Day.

“The festival took place at Buza 
last month, I used the opportunity to 
introduce my band’s new song, titled 
‘Kwa Mpalange Sihami’,’’ the artiste 
disclosed.

Muumin noted: ‘’I’m keeping on 
introducing songs as much as I can.’’

The veteran artiste pointed out 
getting an invitation to take part in 
the festivals proves he is still valued, 
much as a section of music lovers 
think he has faded out. 

Muumin stated currently his band, 
known as Special Band, has six new 
tracks making the troupe’s first al-
bum.

The artiste revealed the troupe 
might be officially launched in De-
cember this year if the troupe’s strat-
egies will be implemented smoothly.
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