
  By Guardian Correspondent, Nkasi

LOCAL leaders in Kizumbi ward in 
Nkasi District Rukwa Region, are ap-
pealing to wildlife authorities to harvest 
crocodiles and hippos living in exces-
sive numbers and attacking people in 
the area for months on end.

Ward councillor Oswald Kamsipi 
broke into tears at a council meeting, 
stating that his previous appeals for 
action landed on deaf ears, despite ani-
mals roaming on lake shores and inflict-
ing damage.

The scene was at the weekend when 
councillors met the district economic, 
construction and environmental when 
the committee was submitting its re-
port. The councillor was then given an 
opportunity to ask a question.

He said for a long time he has been 
appealing to the district council to send 
game wardens to harvest crocodiles and 
hippos coming ashore from Lake Tang-
anyika nearby and rivers and terrorized 
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi (R) draws the curtain in Dodoma city yesterday to launch the Judiciary of Tanzania emblem in 
commemoration of Law Week celebrations. Left (in cap, red T-shirt) is Tanzania’s Chief Justice, Prof Ibrahim Hamis Juma. Photo: State 
House

Lake Tanganyika flooding:
Big decline in fish catches

 By Salome Kitomari, Kigoma

Fishermen and fish-
mongers are in dire straits 
following weeks of flooding 
on Lake Tanganyika as those 
who go fishing come back 
with paltry catches and the 
markets had to be shifted 
elsewhere.

Shore fish markets of 
Kibirizi and Nyobonzi are 
among areas affected by the 
changing lake ecosystem in 
the wake of global climate 
change, posing challenges to 
fish stakeholders in Kigoma 
Region.

Fishmongers say they do 
not get any money as their 
market area is flooded and 
fishermen do not get fish anymore, while shore fish 

markets are being swal-
lowed pushing fish mongers 
far from built markets to 
makeshift spots more than a 
hundred meters away.

 Fresh fish traders in the 
former Kibirizi fish market 
say they are down financially 
and in spirit all of a sudden 
after flooding water covered 
all viable commercial spots.

Mlasi Juma (47) said the 
fishmongers had to abandon 
the built market, meanwhile 
as the steady supply of fish 
stumbled with the flooding. 
“We were selling a lot, but 
after the water hit us we left 
the building and moved to 

  By Guardian Reporter,

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein 
Mwinyi has said that for the islands 
to attain goals set out for the ‘blue 

economy’ drive, a robust judicial system 
and good laws must be put in place to facili-
tate progress.

Dr Mwinyi made the remarks yesterday 
at the launching of the Law Week activities 
at Nyerere Square in the capital, going in 
tandem with the launching of the Judiciary 
logo and flag, noting that legal procedures 
must go together with government plans to 
improve the lives of the people via the blue 
economy.

“Personally, I will be very glad if lawyers 
from both sides of the Union will have some 
serious discussions on how laws and proce-
dures can be improved to achieve the Zan-
zibar government’s aim in building the blue 
economy,” he told the gathering.

He referred to his remarks when opening 
the House of Representatives, asserting that 

“Zanzibaris have no option, but to turn the 
ocean into their farm as all new job oppor-
tunities can be found there.”

Zanzibar was not bestowed with big land 
area as it is made up of many small islands, 
but its population has increased five times 
in 56 years. In 1964 there were 300,000 in-
habitants but now the population is close to 

1.6m, he stated. 
In his speech, Dr Mwinyi appealed to law-

yers and court officials to take into account 
Tanzania’s big economic plans and feel free 
to provide legal advice.

Call for measures as crocs, 
hippos terrorise villagers

‘Blue economy needs right set of laws’

We were 
selling a lot, 
but after 
the water 
hit us we left 
the building 
and moved 
to the other 
side, where 
there is no 
business

 By Guardian Reporter, Handeni

THE trend of young adults 
having children and sending 
the offspring to live with 
grandparents is becoming 
common in many parts of 
the country but it is a heavy 
burden to many already 
struggling elders.
This came to light here at 
the weekend when senior 
citizens who are beneficiar-
ies of the Tanzania Social 
Action Fund (TASAF) high-
lighted the fact that sub-
stantial amounts from the 
money they receive end up 
in expenses for grandchil-
dren whose parents are in 
various urban areas.
Elizabeth Mganga (70), a 
resident of Kampene area, 
Kidereko ward of Handeni 
District said she was left 
with her grandchild since he 
was in elementary school 
without being assured of 
upkeep support. Sometimes 
they used to beg from 

neighbours to eat, she said. 
“My daughter was married 
but unfortunately she died 
and had one child. Thereaf-
ter it was agreed that the 
child will be under custody 
of his father as I did not 
have the strength and re-
sources for his upkeep, but 
surprisingly his father came 
and dumped the child on me 
and went away,” the elder 
narrated.
“At first I thought he would 
be sending money or food 
for the child but it was not 
so. Hence I started bringing 
up my grandchild; even a 
single meal was problematic 
for us. It was hard, many 
times we were only drinking 
porridge, and if it became 
too hard we went to neigh-
bours to beg for food,” she 
said, noting that at times 
the child could not attend 
school owing to hunger.

Elders: TASAF
aid eases care
for abandoned
grandchildren
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BUSINESS DART to debut smart passenger 
and fleet control system in July

InvEstmEnt   By Francis Kajubi

THE Dar Rapid Transit 
Agency (DART) is set 
for procurement of a 
10bn/- system that will 

facilitate efficiency into fare col-
lection, easy traffic control and 
that will simplify an operator to 
passenger information delivery 
of the city’s rapid transit net-
work.

Dubbed, ‘Intelligent Trans-
portation System,’ the ITS has 
been on the government’s plans 
since 2020 and will likely be op-
erational before July this year as 
procurement procedures are at 
an advanced stage.

DART’s Information and 
Communication Technology 
Manager, Ng’wanashigi Gagaga 
said in Dar es Salaam last week 
at a meeting with media editors 
and journalists that the system 
has three components and in-
cludes an Automated Fare Col-
lection System (AFCS) which is 
intended at monitoring aspects 
of vulnerability that may ham-
per cyber criminals from at-
tacking the agency’s computer 
systems.

“It has taken us almost two 
year discussing the system not 
only regarding costs but also on 

Women entrepreneurs talk of  
benefits of Nia Moja account

tEch savvy 

DART’s ICT manager, Ng’wanashigi Gagaga. 

  By Guardian Reporter

WOMEN entrepreneurs in the 
country have expressed satisfaction 
with services being offered by 
‘Nia Moja’ account which was 
introduced by CRDB Bank Plc 
several years ago.

In a random survey last week, 
the women said the account has 
assisted them save earnings made 
from their businesses easily but also 
help manage funds of their village 
credit community bank (Vicoba).

Tanga based fashion and clothing 
business woman, Miriam Mdoe 
said the account has assisted their 
Vicoba to manage its funds well. 
“This account has enabled us easily 
manage funds because we can 
digitally manage it,” said Mdoe.

She said since her childhood 
days, she was obsessed with being 
a fashion designer because her 
mother was a tailor who nurtured a 
similar culture in her. “My ambition 
was always to invest in the fashion 
industry,” she said.

Mdoe further noted that through 
the Vicoba group, she has managed 
to save and borrow to invest in 
modern sawing machines and 
related equipment to realise her 
dream of being a fashion icon. 
“When you save as a group, its easy 
to realise set goals hence CRDB’s 
‘Nia Moja’ account has simply 
helped us meet our set targets,” she 
noted.

She narrated that when they 
started the Vicoba group with 
money given to a treasurer who 
kept it in a pig bank at home, the risk 
were high compared to depositing 

World Economic 
Forum pleads for 
financial support 
to rescue African 
digital start-ups

  DAVOS 

As part of its ongoing effort to help 
policymakers on the continent make 
the transition to a knowledge-based 
digital economy, the World Economic 
Forum released a new report, which 
is titled, “Attracting Investment and 
Accelerating Adoption for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution in Africa.”

Developed in collaboration with 
Deloitte, the report was released few 
months after Google announced a $1 
billion investment to support digital 
transformation across Africa. Esti-
mates from the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) say that Africa’s 
digital economy could add nearly $180 
billion to the continent’s growth by the 
middle of this decade. Despite this, Af-
rica is the world’s least connected con-
tinent, with only 39% of the population 
accessing the internet.

Even though it raised a total of $1.2 
billion in funding in the year 2020, 
which is a six-fold increase in five 
years, this is still less than a tenth of 
the $156 billion raised by US start-ups 
in that year. The African continent in-
vested less than half a per cent of GDP 
in research and development in 2019, 
which is less than one-quarter of the 
global average.

The head of the World Economic Fo-
rum’s Africa Division said that African 

governments need to push more mon-
ey into the tech and knowledge sectors. 
Putting incentives in legislation and in-
vesting in science and technology skills 
are ways that policymakers can make a 
difference.

The following are the three policy 
enablers discussed in detail in the re-
port: Pass legislation such as “Start-up 
Acts” designed to spur private sec-
tor innovation, reduce the burden of 
regulation and promote entrepreneur-
ship, in which Tunisia and Senegal are 
leading the way; Embed incentives for 
start-ups in legislation, such as start-
up grants, rebates on efficiency gains 
through technology implementation, 
co-investment of critical infrastruc-
ture, tax-free operations for the early 
years, and incentives for R&D; and In-
vest in workforce education, skills and 
competencies. Currently, only 2% of Af-
rica’s university-age population holds 
a STEM-related (science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics) degree.

“African governments urgently need 
to drive greater investment in the tech 
sector and the knowledge economy,” 
said Chido Munyati, Head of Africa Di-
vision at the World Economic Forum. 
“Policy-makers can make a difference 
by reducing the burden of regulation, 
embedding incentives within legisla-
tion and investing in science and tech-
nology skills.”

Chido Munyati, Head of Africa Division at the World Economic Forum.

SA’s biggest power users want more predictable tariffs
  JOHANNESBURG 

A group representing the biggest electric-
ity consumers in South Africa including An-
glo American Plc and Glencore Plc appealed 
for more predictable power-price increases.

The Energy Intensive Users Group, which 
accounts for about 40% of the nation’s power 
consumption, wants “stable and predictable 
tariff increases to promote medium- to long-
term investment planning,” it said in a pres-
entation to the regulator on Friday. Public 
hearings have taken place this week over a 
proposal by state-owned utility Eskom Hold-

ings SOC Ltd. to raise its fees by 21% for the 
2022-23 financial year. 

South Africa over the last two decades 
has gone from having a surplus of cheap 
electricity to contending with an unreli-
able supply. Eskom’s coal-powered plants 
have been poorly maintained and prone to 
breakdowns, resulting in nationwide power 
cuts. The utility has said cost-reflective prices 
are needed to turn the loss-making business 
around.

Eskom and the National Energy Regula-
tor of South Africa, which sets the electric-
ity prices have sparred off several times in 

court over its determinations. Some costs 
have jumped more than 30% since 2009, 
although they have rarely reached double 
digits in recent years.

The EIUG proposed that the consumer 
inflation rate plus 2 to 4 percentage points 
would be a reasonable annual tariff hike. It 
also asked the regulator to consider propos-
ing incentives for Eskom to improve its pow-
er supply.

Meanwhile comparisons presented by 
Eskom to show that its tariffs are low com-
pared to those in many other countries were 
met with scepticism on Thursday during the 

fourth day of energy regulator Nersa’s public 
hearings about the utility’s application for an 
increase of 20.5% from April 1.

Nersa panel members asked about the 
validity of the comparisons and the chair, 
Nersa full-time regulator member Nhlanhla 
Gumede, asked Eskom to show the compo-
sition of the tariffs that are being compared. 
Gumede cited the example of the fuel price 
that is high in South Africa compared with 
neighbouring countries because of the inclu-
sion of several taxes and government levies.

Eskom senior engineer Dr Ulrich Minnaar 
had presented depictions of residential and 

industrial tariffs around the world in US 
cents per kilowatt hour (kWh) – based on 
BloombergNEF and International Energy 
Agency (IEA) data – as shown below.

Minnaar’s presentation came after Eskom 
CFO Calib Cassim pointed out on Wednes-
day that vulnerable customers are being pro-
tected against unaffordable tariffs. Cassim 
referred to government’s electrification pro-
gramme that subsidises access to electricity 
for the poor, providing free basic electricity 
to the poor, as well as earlier decisions by 
Nersa to limit the increases to households 
using small volumes.

stabIlIty 

the emphasis that we need to have 
a well and complete set up that will 
fully complement the city’s logistic 
plans. The system will be moni-
tored by ICT security experts,” Ga-
gaga said.

According to him, other func-
tions of the AFCS is to control unre-

stricted multiple logins by the same 
user on different machines, and us-
ers having visibility to application 
features not related to their roles.

He pointed out that the second 
component of the ITS will be the 
Passenger Information Integrated 
System (PIIS) which will play a role 

cash with the bank which also 
pays interest.

“We also had difficulty keeping 
records because everything was 
done manually with very limited 
expertise till when one of our col-
leagues heard about ‘Nia moja’ 
account,” she noted while adding 
that the account has also made it 
simply to monitor cash flow, loan 
disbursement and repayment by 
members.

A Vicoba group to open the ac-
count, it needs an identification 
letter from local government of-
fices in their area, its constitution 
and 20,000/- cash. Currently, the 
account has more than 10,000 Vi-
coba groups countrywide.

A food vendor from Dar es Sa-
laam’s Manzese area, Mwanahiba 
Yusufu said apart from enabling 

women develop their businesses 
rapidly through affordable loans, 
‘Nia moja’ account also teaches 
them financial discipline.

“We often get expert advice 
from CRDB officials on how best 
to manage our businesses, set tar-
gets and strictly adhere to budg-
ets when spending cash,” Yusufu 
noted adding that use of digital 
platforms such as SimBanking 
and CRDB Wakalas has meant 
that they are more efficient and 
organised.

“I thank CRDB management for 
coming up with this account and 
urge women groups to join and 
enjoy the benefits,” she added 
while stressing that any business 
woman who wants to prosper 
should join Vicoba which has the 
‘Nia moja’ account.

Commenting on the account’s 
performance, CRDB Director 
of Corporate Communications, 
Tully Mwambapa said the 
bank has commitment to back 
women’s economic emancipation 
through ‘Nia moja’ account.

“Apart from ‘Niamoja’ account, 
we also have several other 
products targeting women such 
as ‘Malkia’ account, tailor made 
loans targeting women (Wafi) and 
others,” Mwambapa said adding 
that the bank is still mobilising 
women to use it various products 
and services through an ongoing 
campaign called, ‘Unachostahili 
ni CRDB Bank.’ The campaign 
started earlier this month and 
covers the whole country, she 
added.

Tanga-based Miriam Mdoe displays merchandise at her tailoring mart last week. Photo courtesy of CRDB. 

of controlling time that the bus is 
supposed to wait for passengers at 
terminals and way stations.  The 
system will also issue information 
about the bus routes.

“The third component will be 
the Traffic Management System 
(TMS) which is more advanced 
than the existing ones. This system 
will prevent rapid transit buses 
from staying a couple of minutes 
in traffic jams. In other words the 
system will eliminate a good num-
ber of traffic police in controlling 
traffic,” he asserted.

Seconding Gagaga, acting Di-
rector Transport Development at 
DART, Fanuel Kalugendo said the 
agency and its project partners, 
Usafiri Dar es Salaam-Rapid Tran-
sit will from next month start pro-
curement of 95 articulated buses 
to make up 305 operational buses 
in the BRT network up from the 
current 210 buses.

Kalugendo said UDA-RT owns 
51 percent of shares in the pro-
ject and the government through 
DART owns the remaining 49 per-
cent. “As we speak the BRT servic-
es transport almost 180,000 pas-
sengers a day with 210 buses from 
76,000 passengers in 2016 when 
the project had only 140 buses,” he 
revealed.
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villagers, causing deaths and inju-
ries apart from destroying crops, 
but his calls fell on deaf ears.

“These beasts have virtually 
shifted into the villages in my 
ward. We live with them as if they 
also own houses in the areas,” he 
said.

 “In the past year 11 people have 
died and eight injured, some of 

whom are still recovering from 
their injuries” he said, gasping to 
know how this request should be 
expressed if all this doesn’t move 
the relevant authorities, then burst 
into tears.

Evarist Mpemba, the commit-
tee chairman said the committee’s 
position is to call for the culling of 
crocodiles and hippos as they have 

been a terror in villagers’ lives.
 For his part, council chairman 

Pancras Maliyatabu acknowledged 
the intensity of the problem in the 
ward and other lakeside areas. He 
promised no immediate help, say-
ing that in the 2022/23 Budget esti-
mates, the council was increasing 
funds for the purchase of bullets to 
shoot  the beasts.

Turn to page2

Zanzibar Tourism and Antiquities ministry permanent secretary Fatma Mabrouk Khamis (3rd-R) and NMB Bank 
Plc chief of retail banking Filbert Mponzi sign an MoU in Zanzibar at the weekend focused on boosting collabora-
tion between the two parties. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



2 	 Monday 24 January 2022

NATIONAL NEWS

the other side, where there is no busi-
ness,” she stated, noting that residents in 
the Kibirizi area have been severely affected 
as houses were flooded and a number of 
families were forced out.

Fish markets were relocated to Mitimingi, 
Kabondo, Pilimahonda and some other are-
as, while those affected stutter as they can’t 
figure out what else they can do to earn an 
income. “It’s very difficult to find another 
business do at this point,” said the mother 
of three.

 “In the past you could buy fish at 40,000/- 
and be sure of a 5,000/- profit or more per 
day, but now I do not get any money as our 
area is flooded and fishermen do not get 
fish anymore,” she explained, underlining 
how the situation is dire for the fishing trade 
community.

Unlike earlier, boats cannot reach the re-
located fish markets, while fishermen get 
poor catch levels, such that purchasing fish 
at 10,000 / - and selling beings up a 2,000/- 
at the end of the day, she elaborated.

Mlasi started the business in 2000, remi-
niscing that in those days the business was 
good but now living conditions are difficult. 
“I used to buy fish for 100,000/- and getting 

between 15,000/ - and 20,000/ - a day as 
profit. But now things are different and lives 
are becoming increasingly difficult.”

Dinna Jackson, a fishmonger as well, said 
currently the trading environment is de-
pressed, throwing stakeholders into con-
fusion as fish is all they have done all their 
adult lives. And the situation has come up 
just as schools are reopening, hindering a 
number of traders and fishermen to send 
back children to school.

 Zabibu Hamis, another trader, said that 
after the floodwaters receded, fish ponds 
collapsed and fish returned to the lake 
meanwhile as traders were relocating from 
the shore.

 “Capital went down, you don’t bring in 
money, you just give in and end up eating 
up what remains of the capital. Some went 
to farming cassava and so on; there are chil-
dren who have failed to go to school but you 
can’t send him without shoes and school 
uniforms,” she narrated.

She says they got into food vending and 
cloth embroidery but those are slow mov-
ing occupations, unlike the more vibrant 
fish business.

Kibirizi fish market traders’ chairman, 
Machumu Yenda, said the biggest challenge 
is finding reliable fish sources, as rough 

weather is inhospitable to fishing.  Fish 
products we see now are very small from 
the shore of Kagunga to Kibirizi, and fisher-
men have to go much farther into the lake 
for a good catch, he said.

A good part of Kigoma residents depend 
on Lake Tanganyika and that the situation is 
getting harder, the local government official 
noted, appealing for government help to 
find better tools for fishermen to ease their 
current plight. 

In the past the market was able to receive 
three tonnes of supplies per day but ends 
getting half a tonne a day, which reduces the 
output of individuals, the regions and has 
an impact on the wider economy, he said.

Suzanna Ezekiel, who hires fishing gear 
to fishermen and takes up fish for clean-
ing before disposing the fish on the market, 
said that expectations of being somewhere 
in the fish to market value chain were crum-
bling. During the rainy season as the cold 
weather comes in or it eases out there is no 
place to fish as the area is flooded.

A fisherman, George Kalea said that due 
to the increase in the depth the fishermen 
have to obtain better equipment but they 
have no resources to get such fishing gear.

Prisca Mziray, a researcher at the Tanza-
nia Fisheries Research Institute (TAFIRI), 

said that propitious wind speed to create 
waves that modify temperature currents 
in the lake was lacking with the rise in tem-
perature, pushing fish to lower levels of the 
lake.

“The surface of the water is warm, the 
middle is cooler and the lower is colder,” 
she said, noting that wind sets off currents 
that mix the various water layers and fish 
can climb to upper reaches.

The increase in activities such as agricul-
ture near the lake shore raises the rate of 
has led to impairing fish breeding grounds 
for fish, reducing fish stocks, while untreat-
ed industrial water harms breeding capac-
ity as well.

Ritha Mlingi, the regional fisheries officer, 
said that the state of fisheries is unsatisfac-
tory as fishery products have decreased, the 
value of the catch decreasing significantly. 
Some fish species have declined and some 
disappearing altogether, she stated/

The current level of fish is as yet unde-
termined, she stated, referring to the need 
for research in the issue but also affirming 
that climate change has contributed to the 
decline of fish. They are among the more 
vulnerable species in the face of change, 
she declared.

Enhanced energy use in fishing activity 

was another challenge, corresponding ris-
ing numbers of those making a living from 
the lake. This leads to difficulties in super-
vising regulatory requirements that one 
catches fish starting one kilometer from the 
shores.

“Whoever is caught fishing below that 
is engaging in illegal fishing,” she said, re-
marking that the regional authorities had 
relocated women entrepreneurs selling fish 
products in local markets. Those in water-
covered drying areas had to build new ar-
eas, she stated.

Dr Selemani Jafo, the Minister of State in 
the Vice President’s Office (Union and Envi-
ronment), said that  climate change has led 
to an increase in water levels in Lake Tang-
anyika by two meters, which is dangerous 
for economic activities in the area.

 “We’re currently conducting research 
while encouraging people to plant trees 
around the lake,” he said, showing the dif-
ficulties authorities face in controlling the 
ecosystem around Lake Tanganyika—the 
second largest African great lake and sec-
ond deepest freshwater lake in the world.

This story is produced under WAN-IFRA, 
Women in News (WIN) Social Impact Re-
porting Initiative (SIRI).

Lake Tanganyika flooding: Big decline in fish catches

Both governments recognise that 
there are laws that can be an obstacle 
to attain expectations for economic and 
community development, hence they 
need to be amended to make economic 
planning a success, he said.

He launched Law Week activities by re-
minding law officials on the importance 
of adhering to ethics when meting out 
justice. 

Stressing the importance of respect-
ing the law was vital as lack of it under-
mines the principles of good governance 
by fostering corruption, embezzlement, 
negligence and lack of accountability, he 
emphasised.

 The laws are crucial to building up our 
unity, solidarity and economic achieve-
ments, as these values depend on the 
rule of law and judicial probity to be real-
ized, he added.

Blue economy needs right 
set of laws, says Dr Mwinyi
FROM PAGE 1

Ridhiwani Kikwete (C), Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development deputy minister, listens to one of the 
residents of Makombe village in Chalinze (in headscarf) whose houses were demolished by rains at the weekend. 
He is the legislator for the constituency. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Since being registered in the 
TASAF programme, her life has 
been much better - now having 
three meals a day and her grand-
child was now in Form VI. She has 
built a two-room house from her 
meagre savings, she elaborated, 
expressing gratitude for the work 
TASAF was doing “without which 
I don’t know how my life would 
have turned into.”
For her part, Amina Mwaliko (64), 
a resident of MsasaShule in the 
district said she was left with six 
grandchildren and found herself 
living a very difficult life with a 
meagre income.

“I lived by selling green vegeta-
bles in the streets and at that 
time I used to live a normal life 
because I had no big family. Hard-
ship started when I was dumped 
with six grandchildren belonging 
to my two sons; they did not care 
about them for anything. It was 
really difficult,” she explained.
“TASAF came to my rescue 
through a village meeting that 
recommended me after seeing the 
life I was leading. The programme 
was a real saviour for me, it has 
helped me a lot, and from the 
money I receive I started a small 
poultry keeping business. We are 
now living well,” she added

Elders: TASAF aid eases care 
for abandoned grandchildren

FROM PAGE 1

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa pictured yesterday moments after laying the stone foundation for Mogitu-Katesh water project in Hanang 
District while on an official tour of Manyara Region. Left is Water minister Jumaa Aweso. Photo: PMO
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 NAIROBI

 The governor of the Bank of 
Uganda, Emmanuel Tumusiime 
Mutebile, is dead. Mutebile, 72, 
died yesterday morning at a hos-
pital in Nairobi, Kenya, according 
to an announcement by Deputy 
Governor Micheal Atingi-Ego.

Prof Mutebile was admitted to 
hospital on December 31, 2021 
after he collapsed due to com-
plications related to diabetes. He 
had been in and out of hospital in 

recent years for the same compli-
cations.

A seasoned professional econ-
omist, Prof Mutebile has served 
as governor and chairman of the 
board of directors of the Bank 
of Uganda since 2001, and had 
just started a new term of office 
for which he was reappointed in 
2021. He served as secretary to 
the treasury from 1992 to 2001 
when he was appointed gov-
ernor.  He is remembered for 

spearheading the design and im-
plementation of the Economic 
Reform Programme which re-
stored Uganda from the econom-
ic crises of the 1970s and 1980s 
to sound economic performance 
during his service as the perma-
nent secretary and secretary to 
the Treasury in the Ministry of 
Finance, Planning and  Economic 
Development.

He also worked as a consultant 
for multilateral and regional or-

ganisations including the World 
Bank, the International Monetary 
Fund, Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development, 
Macroeconomic and Financial 
Management Institute of East and 
Central Africa, UK Department 
for International Development, 
the North-South Institute in Can-
ada and for the governments of 
Rwanda, Kenya, Tanzania, Eri-
trea, and Nepal.
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Uganda bank governor Mutebile dies in Kenya

By  Corresspondent 
Matthew Gordon

While the rest of the 
Horn of Africa region 
is making waves on the 
battlefield, the tiny, self-
declared republic of 
Somaliland has been 
having its presence felt 
where representative 
democracy and open 
debate lurk.

In the halls of the UK 
Parliament, where, on the 
18th of January, around 
two dozen British MPs 
convened to discuss the 
recognition of Somali-
land’s independence.

The surprisingly large 
turnout and display of 
cross-party consensus (a 
rarity) gave the proceed-
ings an air of hope, the 
slight rumblings of a sea 
change. This was despite 

the fact that the govern-
ment representative’s 
concluded by insisting on 
stubbornly maintaining 
the status quo.

For the UK - and the 
West more generally - this 
has involved treating So-
maliland as a region of 
wider Somalia. This is de-
spite its practical self-gov-
ernance and ambitions 
for independence.

At the same time the 
West has chosen to leave 
it up to Somalia and its Af-
rican neighbours to lead a 
change of course, if they 
so choose.

Over the past three dec-
ades Somaliland has ac-
cumulated achievements 
in maintaining peace 
and holding elections. 
These developments have 
earned it special attention 
and praise from foreign 

governments and policy-
makers. But they have not 
won it diplomatic recogni-
tion.

There are signs, 
however, that the 
country’s fortunes are 
changing. This is partly 
due to the West losing 
allies in Horn of Africa 
region to China. At the 
same time Somaliland 
is establishing itself as 
a hub of regional trade 
following a deal with DP 
World to redevelop its 
Berbera port.

These developments 
seem to have paid off in 
the form of increased 
international attention. 
Evidence of this is in the 
recent uptick of open 
engagement from US 
political actors towards 
Somaliland. This has 
included a visit from 

the first-ever staff 
congressional delegation 
to the territory last month.

The fact-finding mission 
was itself the direct result 
of lobbying of Congress 
members and think tanks 
by Somaliland’s foreign 
minister in Washington. 
Somaliland’s president, 
Muse Bihi, is scheduled 
to make his own trip 
sometime soon.

In one sense, this recent 
flurry of developments 
is just the world catching 
up to the reality of 
Somaliland. Listening 
to the speeches from 
parliamentarians, it is 
clear that the moral, legal, 
political and economic 
justifications for 
Somaliland’s recognition 
have seeped into the 
bloodstream of political 
discourse.

Somaliland’s quest for recognition: 
UK debate offers hint of sea change
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Veronica Kalamu (2nd-R), a winner of Vodacom’s ‘Show Love, Tule Shangwe’ promotion raffle, receives a dummy cheque for 1m/- from the 
firm’s Lake Victoria zone head of sales Ayubu Kalufya (R). This was at a prize-giving ceremony held in Kahama yesterday. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondents, Dodoma

INVESTIGATION   is ongoing under 
which five members of a family at Zan-
ka village in Bahi District were brutal-
ity murdered by unknown people and 
their bodies left inside the house.

Those killed  were named as Hose-
ah Kapande and his wife Paulina Ka-
pande, their two children—Isack Ka-
pande, a Form One student and Agnes 
Kapande, a Standard Three  pupil as 
well as their grandchild who has been 
identified by one name as Heltony.

Dodoma Regional Police Command-
er, Onesmo Lyanga confirmed the in-
cident saying initial investigation re-
ports showed that the deceased were 
killed by unknown people. He said po-
lice are still investigating the matter, 
calling upon residents at the area to 
remain calm especially this time when 
the force is yet to establish the source 
of the murder.

 Lyanga urged the villagers to pro-
vide full support to the police force 
by sharing information that could be 
useful to them. He said such coopera-
tion between the villagers and police 
would help to reduce crime incidents 
within the community.

“There have been several murder 
incidences; we are organized and pre-
pared to end such cruelty acts. The 

force is determined to ensure all those 
engaging in crimes are arrested and 
arraigned,” he added, noting that it 
is the force’s responsibility to ensure 
Tanzanians in rural and urban areas 
live in peace.

Dodoma Regional Commissioner, 
Antony Mtaka directed security or-
gans to investigate the cause of such 
kind of murders in the region. He 
called on relatives of the deceased 
family to cooperate with the police to 
facilitate investigations. “We want Do-
doma to remain safe,” said Mtaka.

Speaking at the scene on Saturday 
night, the deceased’s brother—Ernest 
Kapande said that he lastly met Ka-
pande’s family on January 20th this 
year.

“I have not been in touch with my 
brother since January 20th, this year; 
I was shocked today when my child 
called me over a phone saying my 
brother and his family have been 
murdered inside their house,” he nar-
rated.

One of the villagers, Neema Mbu-
va said: “We are saddened by their 
deaths; security organs should find 
out the culprits and take stringent le-
gal measures against them.”

This is the third murder incidence 
to happen in Dodoma after two wom-
en were recently killed by spouses.

Police in Dodoma probe 
five Bahi family killings

By Guardian Reporter

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has given two 
weeks for the Medical Store (MSD) to ensure    that 
by   next month  it should deliver all the necessary 
equipment to health care facilities in Manyara Re-
gion as the money has already been paid.

PM gives two weeks for MSD to provide 
gear to healthcare facilities in Manyara

 “President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
has issued a directive that all health 
facilities upon completion should 
start providing services, so MSD 
must ensure that it delivers equip-
ment to those facilities as soon as 
possible. Service delivery facilities 
are complete and we want to see 
them used and if not used they will 
be damaged,” Majaliwa (pictured) 
said

The premier issued the directive 
yesterday when he inspected the 
Mogitu health center construction 
project in Hanang District during 
a working visit to inspect develop-
ment projects being implemented 
by the Government in Manyara Re-
gion.

Majaliwa said the government 
is committed to improving health 

services in the country, so the com-
pletion of the Mogitu health center 
aims to move health services to the 
people and reduce the distance to 
follow those services at the Katesh 
Ward Health Center.

He also instructed the Chief Medi-
cal Officer of Hanang District Dr. 
Boniface Manditi should ensure 
that the center starts providing 
health services to the people as its 
construction has already been com-
pleted.

For his part, Dr Manditi said the 
cost of implementing the project is 
578.9m/-of which 400m/-provided 
by the Central Government,125.7m/- 
has been disbursed by Hanang’s 
Council and the contribution of the 
people is 53.2m/-.

He assured the Prime Minister 
that from Monday services will be 
provided at the station.

Dr Manditi said the center is ex-
pected to serve a total of 11,725 ​​
residents from the three villages 
of Mogitu County namely Mogitu, 
Gabadaw, Gidagamowd and during 
the surrounding areas. He said the 
project is in the process of being fi-
nalized, including the completion of 
clean water and sewage systems.

By Guardian Reporter

THE Deputy Minister for Works and Transport, 
Atupele Mwakibete, has directed the Tanzania 
Ports Authority (TPA) to ensure that it provides em-
ployment priority to the graduates of the Bandari 
College so as to promote the value of the facility.

Speaking during the 20th graduation ceremony 
of the college in Dar es Salaam over the weekend, 
Mwakibete wanted TPA to ensure that in the 600 
new employment vacancies which they applied to 
the government, to ensure that graduates from the 
college are given priority.

 According to her, there will be no meaning of 
having the college while the majority of graduates 
complete studies and remain in the streets with the 
jobs being given to other people.

“We should first look at what our college produc-
es, if their education requirements fit the job vacan-
cies, then why not be given the jobs, our aim is to 
promote the college by allowing the graduates to 
show practically in the offices what they have been 
learning in all these years,” she said.

She assured that the government through TPA 
will continue improving and strengthening the col-
lege so as to enable it to produce competent gradu-
ates who will be able to perform well in the market.

“I have heard here a lot of challenges highlighted 
by the college’s students and leadership, on the 
shortage of buildings, I direct the special commit-
tee formed to supervise talks between this college 
and the National College of Tourism (NCT) to work 
and fulfil its responsibilities within scheduled time-
frame to enable its decision to reach to the ministry 
for implementation,” she explained.

Earlier, TPA director general Eric Hamissi said in 
2001 the government divided some buildings of the 
Bandari College and gave them to the NCT, some-
thing which has remained a huge challenge to the 
college with the number of students increasing an-
nually.

“It is not as we are pushing the committee which is 
expected to meet next month, but because we have 

Mwakibete directs TPA to employ
 graduates of the Bandari College

shortage of buildings 
which are essential 
for quality education, 
we are appealing to 
the ministry to think 
on bringing back 
the buildings to the 
Bandari College so as 
to cater the current 
demand,” he said.

Dr Lufunyo Hus-
sein, Principal of the 
college said the col-
lege has commended 
processes to start pro-
viding degree courses.

The college has this 
year produced a total 
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EABC and TMEA out to 
unlock trade barriers
By Guardian Reporter

THE East African Business Coun-
cil (EABC) with support from Trade-
Mark East Africa (TMEA) rolled out 
border visits and public-private 
dialogue with customs, immigration 
and other stakeholders in the trans-
portation sector to unlock trade bar-
riers at Malaba, Busia, Mutukula, Ru-
sumo and Kabanga borders.

The visits are conducted under 
the programme integrating public-
private dialogue for increased trade 
and investment.  

Transport stakeholders included 
in the dialogues includes customs, 
immigration and other trade facilita-
tion agencies, transporters, import-
ers, exporters and women cross bor-
der traders.

EABC Chief Executive Officer, 
John Bosco Kalisa said the council 
and the Private Sector Foundation 
Uganda (PSFU) commends the Min-
isters of Works and Transport from 

Uganda and Kenya following the bi-
lateral meeting that will reduce the 
congestion of 4000 cargo trucks at 
Malaba border.

EABC and PSFU took part in the 
bilateral meeting at Malaba (OSBP) 
and welcomes the resolutions of the 
meeting that are set to reduce the 
12km and 40km current cargo traffic 
queue at Busia and Malaba One-Stop 
Border Post respectively.

During the meeting, the officials 
resolved that Uganda Revenue Au-
thority (URA) and Kenya Revenue 
Authority (KRA) should increase 
staff at the entry point into Uganda 
to 5 and 4 per 8hr shift respectively.

They also agreed to suspend cargo 
scanning on the Kenyan side, secu-
rity agencies to reduce on security 
checks along highways to facilitate 
quick movement of trucks convey-
ing cargo and suspension of weigh-
bridge activities until after clearance 
of the backlog.

Others resolutions include remov-

al of weigh bridge activities, empty 
and small trucks including those 
of perishable foods be diverted to 
Lwakhakha, COVID-19 test certifi-
cates to be valid for 14 days equiva-
lent to turn around time for a cargo 
delivery trip and verification of 
cargo by URA to be done at D and G 
yard 2km from Malaba OSBP.

The EABC-TMEA border visit and 
public-private dialogue at Malaba 
and Busia scheduled for January 
24th and 25th 2022 will monitor the 
implementation of the resolutions 
and discuss new developments re-
lated to trade facilitation, solutions 
to Non-Tariff Barriers and hurdles 
businesses face while trading across 
EAC borders.

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
presents significant challenges to 
the cross-border trade due to meas-
ures and restrictions that have led 
to a slow pace for cargo clearance 
across EAC borders and increased 
the costs of doing business.

Faustina Urassa (in wheelchair), founder and CEO of Moshi-based charitable organisation called Songambele Ini-
tiative Organisation, pictured last week with students of the Tanzania Training Centre for Orthopaedic Technolo-
gists at KCMC Hospital in the municipality shortly after attending a disability training session. Photo: Correspon-
dent James Lanka

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

MINISTER for investments, Industry and Trade, 
Dr Ashatu Kijaji has said the government was ready 
to empower grape farmers in Dodoma region by 
building processing factories to add value to the 
crop.

Dr Kijaji made the remarks here at the weekend 
during her inspection visit of areas for the Export 
Processing Zones Authority (EPZA) at Nala area.

She said Dodoma Region is a strategic area and 
grapes produces cannot be cultivated in any other 
areas in the world.

“We lack factories, and when harvest time ar-
rives, you Regional Commissioner start to worry, 
I therefore invite foreign investor to invest in Do-
doma as it is one among three strategic regions,” 
she said.

“Apart from grapes, we have sunflower, also a 
strategic crop, we must see how we can utilise it,” 
she added.

EPZA Director General, Charles Itembe said 
since its establishment, the Authority has issued 
licences to 18 companies.

He said the companies have invested a total of 
USD 2.549 billion and provided employment to 
64,159 people by December 2021.

He added that efforts by the Ministry for Invest-
ment, Industry and Trade, the Office of the Dodo-
ma Regional Commissioner and the Office of Dodo-
ma City Director have made possible the allocation 
of the area as a special investment area.

“According to its legal responsibilities, EPZA will 
develop the area as a special trade, logistics and 
industrial park,” he said.

He said other sectors that are depended upon to 
woo investors in the area includes construction, 
minerals, drugs and garments.

“The government established EPZA in Febru-
ary 2006. The decision was implemented through 
amendments to Act No 11 of 2002 passed by Parlia-
ment to oversee the Export Processing Zone pro-
gramme,” he added.

 Govt to empower grape farmers  
 establishing processing factories

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbarali

TWENTY-SEVEN per cent of students who passed 
STD VII examinations to join Form I from 6,200 in 
Mbarali district, Mbeya region have so far reported 
at schools for lessons.

This was revealed last Friday by the Mbarali Dis-
trict Executive Director, Missana Kwangura, who 
added that due to this response, he had mobilised 
parents to send their children to school. 

He added that even if they had no school uni-
forms,” they should start lessons rather than stay-
ing at home, and we shall make visits from house 
to house to mobilise the students to get their basic 
right because the government has built all the neces-
sary infrastructure  for them.”

“We are appealing to parents to send their chil-
dren to school to start lessons, as the response is 
very poor despite all infrastructures having been 
completed,” he said.

He added that the enrolment of students for ele-
mentary schools and Standard I have so far reached 
30 per cent only hence they continue to mobilise 
parents to register their children who have attained 
the necessary age.

He said satellite centres continue receiving stu-
dents for elementary schools to reduce the incon-
veniences of walking long distances to normal 
schools.

The Headteacher of Manienge Primary School, 
Bryson Lutambi, who also carters for Mabambila 
satellite centre said they received 80m/- for the con-
struction of four classrooms.

 27 pct Form I 
students report 
 for classes in 
Mbarali district
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By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

MWANZA Regional Sekou 
Toure Referral Hospital is over-
whelmed with patients follow-
ing the government’s improve-
ment to its infrastructure for 
service delivery, including the 
availability of medical equip-
ment and drugs that has made 
many patients going straight to 
the hospital instead of starting 
at the dispensaries and health 
centres level.

The remarks were made 
Wednesday by the Acting 
Mwanza Regional Medical Of-
ficer, Dr Silas Wambura to re-
porters soon after receiving 
200 bedsheets valued at 2.5m/- 
assistance from Insignia Ltd, a 
private firm.

Dr Wambura said apart of 
deficiencies in some areas, but 
as for now the government has 
invested a lot of money in infra-
structures, medical equipment, 
drugs and health workers to 
make sure the hospital contin-
ues to offer better services to 
the people.

He said due to the hospital im-
provement to its environment, 
patients have increased even to 
the point of health workers be-

ing overwhelmed by them.
However, he said despite the 

influx of patients no one visits 
the hospital to be denied ser-
vice needed as it is well organ-
ised with the existing resourc-
es.

Dr Wambura said earlier 
many people used to start their 
treatment at lower hospitals 
– dispensaries, health centres 
and district hospitals, but now 
many of them come directly to 
Sekeu Tore Referral Hospital.

He added that the hospital 
expects to construct a ma-
ternity wing and other infra-
structures. He also appealed to 
various stakeholders to assist 
the hospital in various areas in-
cluding infrastructures, medi-
cal equipment, beds, bedsheets 
and other items that will help 
improve service delivery.

For his part, Insignia Ltd Mar-
keting Officer, Adam Kefa said 
they decided to provide the 
bedsheets as assistance after 
being requested by the Doris 
Mollel Institution.

 Apart from the bedsheets, 
Kefa said his firm decided to 
repaint the walls to the en-
tire children wing at a cost of 
5.5m/-.

Improved infrastructure attracts 
patients to Sekou Toure hospital 

BRI opening up development opportunities in Africa on win-win outcomes, says AU  
By Special Correspondent, Addis 
Ababa

ANCHORED on win-win 
outcomes, the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) is opening up 
development opportunities 
across the African continent, 
the African Union (AU) offi-
cial has said.

Albert Muchanga, the Com-
missioner for Trade and In-
dustry of the AU Commission, 
stressed that a growing num-
ber of African countries are 
now implementing the BRI, 

which is driving develop-
ment across the continent.

“The Belt and Road Initia-
tive in Africa is really open-
ing up opportunities for 
the development of infra-
structure, including energy 
as well as the promotion of 
road development; and we 
in Africa welcome that,” said 
Muchanga.

“By involving a lot of Afri-
can countries, we are broad-
ening the process; and by 
increasing the areas of coop-

eration we are deepening it,” 
the AU commissioner said.

Muchanga recalled the re-
cently signed Memorandum 
of Understanding (MOU) be-
tween the AU and China’s Na-
tional Development and Re-
form Commission within the 
framework of the AU-China 
Cooperation Plan on the Belt 
and Road, covering priority 
sectors such as health, food 
security, infrastructure and 
energy.

“A number of countries 

across Africa are implement-
ing the Belt and Road Initia-
tive; and the recently signed 
MOU reflects the fact that it is 
also going to be implemented 
at the level of the African 
Union Commission, which 
is very, very, very good,” he 
said.

“The cooperation is an-
chored on win-win outcomes 
and this is good for the two 
partners -- the African conti-
nent on one hand and China 
as a country on the other 

hand,” the AU trade and in-
dustry commissioner added.

According to Muchanga, 
the MOU that was signed vir-
tually last month is a commit-
ment to realize the objectives 
of what was agreed upon 
between China and Africa 
towards the successful imple-
mentation of the BRI.

“The coordination mecha-
nism is a platform for ensur-
ing that whatever commit-
ments that have been made 
between Africa and China 

are going to be implemented; 
and to show commitment to-
wards its implementation,” 
he said.

“Through this signature we 
say ‘we are ready, we are will-
ing and we are going to do it’,” 
Muchanga added.

China has been Africa’s 
largest trading partner for 
more than a dozen years. 
Under the Belt and Road 
Initiative, the two sides have 
multiplied their efforts to 
cooperate. Over fifty African 

countries and the African 
Union Commission have so 
far signed cooperation agree-
ments with China.

Amid the growing list of 
African countries cooperat-
ing with China under the BRI 
mechanism, many African 
countries have realized new 
deep seaports, thousands of 
kilometers of roads and rail-
ways that have transformed 
logistics across Africa, 
among other development 
projects.  

It’s graduation day for these Vocational Education and Training Authority (Forestry) college students, as held at Mafinga in Mufindi District, Iringa Region, 
at the weekend. The chief guest was Daniel Pancras, acting deputy director (Beekeeping Development) in the Natural Resources and Tourism ministry. 
Photo: Correspondent Friday Simbaya
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By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has 
witnessed the signing of the agreement for the grand 
plan in the feasibility studies for the construction of 
the new Malindi port that will cater for tourists as 
well as a new modern city in Bwawani area in Zan-
zibar.

The signing event took place at the weekend at 
Zanzibar State House whereas the Permanent Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Works, Communication and 
Transport Amour Hamili Bakari signed on behalf of 
the government of Zanzibar and Sheikh Nasser Al-
Harthy signed on behalf of Oman Investment Author-
ity while Nahaaat Mahfoudh, the Director of Zanzibar 
Ports Corporation signed on behalf of the ministry. 

Speaking soon after the signing ceremony, Dr 
Mwinyi said in the project for the new Malindi Port, 
will be built after the construction of the new con-
tainer Terminal at Mangapwani area, will be trans-
formed into a tourist port, while making the entire 
area from Malindi port to Bwawani Hotel to be an 
area for new buildings for entertainment as well as 
residential area.

He said the area designed to a new tourists’ city is 
estimated to be 30 hectares some of the land that will 
be reclaimed from the sea.

He expressed his satisfaction by steps being taken 
by the government in looking for investors from vari-
ous areas, including the government of Oman which 
apart from entering into agreement with the Govern-
ment for the construction of the new container ter-
minal, it has again put its signature for the agreement 
to construct for the new tourist city.

President Dr Mwinyi witnesses signing of 
agreement on Malindi Port construction

Use internal experts in devising strategic projects, CDF calls on army units
By Guardian Correspondent, 

Dodoma 

THE Chief of Defence Forces 
(CDF), General Venance Ma-
beyo has called on Tanzania 
People’s Defence Forces (TPDF) 
units to utilise internal experts 
for inventing strategic projects 
and sensitise for ethics in the 
completed projects.

The army chief made the 
remarks at the weekend as he 
was inaugurating a fuel station 

for R 971 unit at Ihumwa in   Do-
doma.

He said the army, as an in-
stitution can accomplish big 
things but what is needed is 
self-trust, have positive con-
cepts at all times and above all 
it must show creativity at all 
times.

“There is nothing that cannot 
be done, if others have done so 
why can’t we? There are many 
professions within the army 
which we have to remain idle, 
we must utilise them for the 

benefit of the army and the 
nation in general, I still believe 
that can be done,” he said.  

He said despite the fact that 
the government has the re-
sponsibility to facilitate the 
military 100 percent; there is 
still the need for the army itself 
to have its contribution for the 
country just as it is for other 
countries’ armies in the world 
in creating various projects.

“I had the opportunity to visit 
other countries’ armies, they 
do a lot of things and contribute 

to their nations’ economies and 
incomes, but here we have been 
depending on the government 
by 100 per cent.

“True, it is the government’s 
responsibility to facilitate the 
army, but don’t we have any 
contribution, to make sure we 
spur the country’s economic de-
velopment as well as our basic 
responsibility in defending the 
nation,” he stressed. 

Gen Mabeyo also stressed 
upon army units to continue 
strengthening the projects that 

had already been completed 
and moot for even bigger strate-
gic projects.

“This has to go in tandem 
with creativity, we should moot 
for big strategic projects such as 
this fuel station. Many people do 
not understand that fuel station 
business is a strategic project, if 
there is no fuel, the entire coun-
try paralyses and if that happens 
there will be no security at all, 
that is why I thought that we 
must do this as it is both a stra-
tegic and security issue,” he said. 

He said as for now the army 
is looking into the possibility of 
importing fuel directly from for-
eign for the country to have fuel 
reserves, and added an army 
team was in foreign oil produc-
ing countries for talks. 

“We should also reach a time 
for refining crude oil, as if we do 
so we shall get many products 
including jet fuel, kerosene and 
bitumen with strategies to store 
fuel in various places,” said the 
TPDF Chief.

He said R971 Unit is among 

three units, including 12KJ and 
27KJ that have established stra-
tegic projects and pledged to 
provide thee unit with 100m/- as 
a boost to its capital.

He also hailed the national 
service (NS) for implementing 
various strategic projects includ-
ing an irrigation scheme. 

Earlier, the Commander of 
Ihumwa R971 Unit, Col. Justus 
Kitta said the fuel station has 
been constructed at a cost of 
280m/- and has fuel reservoirs 
of 60,000-litre capacity. 

Dr Pindi Chana (L, gesturing), Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Policy, Parliament and Coordination, addresses Dodoma Rural members of the CCM elders 
council who toured the Government City project at Mtumba in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Wilhelm Mulinda, Mwanza

THE Mwanza-based environmental 
management and economic development 
organisation (EMEDO) has established an 
environmental resource centre   to train 
and educate the community around the 
firm on how they can utilise used plastic 
bottles to produce various products.

Apart from getting income, the move will 
also help the society conserve the environ-
ment.

EMEDO director, Editrudith Lukanga 
said this recently here when speaking to 
journalists on the importance of protecting 

the environment for sustainable develop-
ment.

Plastic bottles can be used as resources to 
form decorated products and many other 
things so that waste cannot wreak havoc to 
the environment and endanger lives of liv-
ing organisms including people.

 Citing an example, she stated that due to 
the ongoing rains, Lake Victoria receives a 
lot of wastes including plastic bottles, some-
thing which causes harm and disruption 
of the biodiversity of the water body that 
hosts different aquatic species such as fish 
that are a source of protein to people.

She pointed out if left in the lake, the plas-

By Correspondent Friday Simbaya, Iringa

THE Prevention and Combating of Corrup-
tion Bureau (PCCB) in Iringa region has con-
firmed the arrest of a traffic police officer, Ste-
ven Mchomvu over bribery allegations.

Recently a video and pictures showing the 
traffic police officer with funds   went viral on 
social media and raised debate among stake-
holders.

Head of PCCB in Iringa, Domina Mukama 
said Mchomvu was arrested on January 18 at 
around 11:00hrs near the Small Industries De-
velopment Organisation (SIDO), Ipogolo area 
in Iringa municipality and is still under police 
arrest waiting to be arraigned in court any time 
after investigation is completed.

“You will see in the pictures that were spread 
on the internet, there are police officers apart 
from the traffic officer. In that situation I had 
to call the Iringa Officer Commanding District 
(OCD) so as to work together to arrest the sus-

pect,” she said.
She said the traffic officer was arrested while 

receiving money from buses and cars   and 
keeping the funds in his pocket.

“After arresting him, we wanted to know 
from him how much he had in his pocket but 
he had no answers and then we searched and 
found him with 152,000/-,” she said.

Mukama wanted all traffic police officers to 
ensure that they read well and adhere to opera-
tional guidelines (PGO) carefully so as to avoid 
corrupt practices that could tarnish them and 
the sensitive institution.

She said they are still working with the police 
force to investigate the matter and once all the 
formalities are completed, the traffic will be 
taken to the court to answer charges.

Meanwhile, Commander Mukama  said dur-
ing the period from October to December 2021, 
they inspected various developmental projects 
including looking at quality control and com-
pleteness of projects, including classrooms, 

built with loan funds from the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).

“A total of 12 development projects worth 
more than 7.1bn/- in the education, construc-
tion and health sectors were audited with the 
aim of ascertaining whether the real value for 
money has been considered,” she said.

She said during the period, they received 
48 complaints, 26 of which involved corrup-
tion and investigations on other cases were at 
various stages. “We have been achieving all our 
plans and interventions due to support from 
the government and other stakeholders in 
the fight against corruption. There are 10 cor-
ruption related cases which are ongoing in the 
court,” she said.

Mukama further said in the period January 
and March 2022, the bureau is committed to 
continuing to address citizens’ concerns re-
lated to corruption calling on public servants 
to adhere to their work ethics and refrain from 
such practises.

tic wastes can continue causing harm to the 
species, environment and the people, there-
fore knowledge given by the resource centre 
will significantly help to protect the lake and 
give people income.

“We expect to impart knowledge to the 
community on how they can separate perish-
able from imperishable waste for easy man-
agement of the materials in a bid to ensure 
that the environment is not degraded by the 
plastic bottles,” she said.

Plastic bottles will no longer be a challenge if 
members of the community are fully aware of 
environmental hazards caused by the materi-
als, she said, noting that it is important to cre-
ate awareness to them to control the problem.

 However, she noted that there is a need to 
conduct research to establish the amount of 
plastic materials entering Lake Victoria every 
year in a bid to control the litters not to nega-
tively affect the environment of the water 
body.

According to her, apart from the water body 
being used for transport, fisheries and provi-
sion of drinking water, it also supports the lives 
of over 30 million people in East Africa.

Currently EMEDO is implementing two 
programmes that include environmental 
management and management of natural re-
sources in the fisheries sector educating and 
supporting fishing communities particularly 
women to fight poverty through the sector.

EMEDO establishes environmental 
resource centre to train community

PCCB in Iringa confirms arrest of traffic police officer over corruption allegations

Janeth Mawinza, director of a Dar es Salaam women’s community-based organisation 
known as WAJIKI, speaks at a stakeholders’ empowerment meeting on sexual corruption 
targeting students. Participants included teachers, students, motorbike taxi riders, police 
officers, clerics and community development officers. It was held in the city at the week-
end. Photo: Correspondent Sabato Kasika
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national news

By Special Correspondent

THE United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
has appealed for US$255 million to ramp up its 
emergency nutrition response in priority countries 
in Eastern and Southern Africa in 2022.

The UN agency said the funds will also be used 
to support children with adequate and life-saving 
nutrition services, including treatment for severe 
wasting.

The UNICEF warned in a statement released in 
the Kenyan capital, Nairobi that at least 1.5 million 
children are not receiving life-saving treatment for 
severe wasting in Eastern and Southern Africa. It 
said the number represents almost half of the esti-
mated 3.6 million children in urgent need, who are 
not being reached in time to save their lives or keep 
them from permanent development damage.

“Nothing is more devastating than seeing chil-
dren suffering from severe wasting when we know 
it could have been prevented and treated,” Moham-
ed M. Fall, the UNICEF regional director for Eastern 
and Southern Africa.

He said despite gradual improvement in wast-
ing treatment outreach in the region, the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, combined with climate 
shocks and ongoing conflict, continues to push 
children and families to the brink. In addition, con-
sistent shortfalls in funding remain a barrier for 
the UNICEF’s humanitarian response.

The UNICEF said more than 255,000 children re-
ceived treatment for severe wasting in 2021 in So-
malia, whilst the country still undergoes one of the 
worst droughts ever recorded. Moreover, at least 
65,000 children in Kenya were reached in 2021 
with treatment services for severe wasting.

The UN agency said families across the region 
are currently dealing with multiple crises, includ-
ing rising levels of food insecurity, economic dete-
rioration, disease outbreaks, unprecedented cycles 
of floods and droughts, and conflict. And millions 
have to reduce the quantity or quality of the food 
they eat in order to survive. In many cases, families 
are forced to do both.

It said the situation in the region remains dire 
and any disruptions to an already stretched hu-
manitarian operation could further aggravate what 
is already a long-running nutrition crisis.

“This is a looming nutrition tragedy that can -- 
and must be averted. With unhindered access and 
predictable funding to reach children in need, the 
UNICEF and partners can save the lives of nearly 
every child admitted for severe wasting in the re-
gion,” it said.

In Ethiopia, the country with the largest child 
population in the region, the UNICEF and partners 
reached an estimated 500,000 severely wasted 
children in 2021.

In South Sudan, where an estimated 1.4 million 
children under five years of age are acutely mal-
nourished, including over 310,000 children suf-
fering from severe wasting, UNICEF and partners 
provided treatment to more than 240,000 children 
last year. 

The UNICEF said prevention remains the best 
way to ensure that children survive, avoid perma-
nent cognitive and physical damage, and evade the 
life-long suffering that results from childhood mal-
nutrition. 

UNICEF seeks $255million to
scale up nutrition in Africa

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

PASSENGERS using the rapid bus transport will now 
be able to access tickets through their mobile phones 
following the introduction of a new e-ticketing system, 
the Dar es Salaam Rapid Transport Agency (DART) has 
said.

DART’s officer for Information Communication and 
Technology (ICT) Deus Felix made the statement over 
the weekend in Dar es Salaam when presenting a top-
ic during the one-day workshop between members of 
Editors Forum (TEF), journalists and DART officials.

Felix said through the system named “Dar City 
Navigator”, passengers will be able to get bus tickets 
on their mobiles phones even without going to DART 
bus stations, the situation which he said will help to 
reduce the congestion .

He added that the system passed the trial process 
three months acknowledging that many people are 
still unaware of it, saying that the agency will con-
tinue informing and educating the public on the new 
system.

He urged passengers to learn how to use the sys-
tem so that they can access their bus tickets in an 
easy way.

“Instead of wasting time in long queues at the bus 
stations, passengers will now feel relief as they will be 
accessing the tickets easily wherever they are, what 
they are required to do is to download the Dar City 
Navigator application which is available in Google 
Play Store then follow procedures to start enjoying 
it,” he said

The ICT officer further said the system was also 
created to enable passengers to access different in-
formation from DART and provide feedback to the 
agency conserving various challenges they face.

 “With the digital system, a passenger can select 
where he/she will board the rapid bus, for example if 
you are at Kimara, you write Kimara and the ticket will 
be valid for three hours before expiring. We would like 
to welcome our clients to learn and use the system,” 
he explained.

DART passengers to access 
tickets via mobile phones
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Sports betting lifestyle in Africa: 
Let us keep the industry in check

Sports betting remains a 
very polar subject in Africa. 
Some will argue that the rapid 
rise in online sports betting has 
been a great thing for Africa and 
Tanzania is no exception, while 
another school of thought has 
been keen to question the mo-
rality of betting and stress the ill 
effects of all forms of gambling.

Whichever side of the divide 
you stand, one thing is for sure- 
the betting industry continues to 
grow from strength to strength.

There is no doubt that betting 
has contributed its fair share of 
positives to the economy, but it 
also presents plenty of danger to 
the Tanzanian youth.

Part of the positives include 
job creation and increased tax 
revenue for the government, 
but the flip side is that the large 
influx of betting companies into 
the country has given rise to 
unethical operators and many 
other vices. 

These operators are only in-
terested in how much money 
they can make from the market; 
and aren’t particularly bothered 
about the laws of the land or the 
well-being of their customers.

They are the sort of sites that 
condone under-age gambling, 
evade tax and indulge in other 
betting malpractices.

Sports betting can be great 
and enjoyable when you bet on 
great betting sites in Africa, but 
it can be very frustrating and 
damaging if you run into an un-
scrupulous bookie. It is time for 
the African authorities to sit up, 
tighten their regulations and 
flush out shady betting compa-
nies from the system.

Apart from weeding out the 
bad eggs from the industry, Afri-
ca must also do better to protect 
its youth from gambling addic-
tion.

Some protagonists of sports 

betting have argued that betting 
has helped reduce crime rate by 
taking youths off the streets and 
giving them an alternative means 
of making money, but herein lies 
another problem. 

Many young Africans  invest 
heavily in sports betting in the 
blind belief that they will hit the 
jackpot someday.

Of course, it is possible to hit 
the jackpot and earn a massive 
payday from sports betting, but 
the chances of that happening 
are very slim. Betting is very 
much dependent on luck, which 
no one has any control over.

And while chasing that jack-
pot, many bettors slip into gam-
bling addiction and its inherent 
problems, like financial and 
mental troubles. Some go as far 
as borrowing money to place 
bets, and subsequently run into 
debts. It is important for young 
Africans  to be educated about 
problem gambling and all the 
other issues associated with it.

One way of doing this is by 
insisting that all betting compa-
nies in Africa have responsible 
gambling sections on their sites, 
where they advise, enlighten, 
and help their users guard 
against gambling addiction. Bet-
ting companies can help their 
customers set spending limits, 
take breaks and seek profession-
al help when needed.

Also, all betting advertise-
ments and commercials, wheth-
er they are on television, radio, 
billboards, or any other plat-
form, must include responsible 
gambling messages.

Online betting is very enter-
taining when done in the right 
way and with the right inten-
tions, but it is also very easy 
for bettors and operators to be 
tempted into cutting corners in 
their bid to gain a share of the 
multi-million-dollar industry.

As to hawkers creeping back, 
meaning business is way out

Dar es Salaam  authorities 
are said to be looking for im-
proved formulas to ensure that 
hawkers are nowhere in the city’s 
streets, as hawkers appear to seek 
ways of sidestepping the curbs 
raised against their presence. 
Some reports say that they trade a 
bit during the day and more freely 
at night, but everyone knows that 
trading at night is nearly unfeasi-
ble as most people are tired at that 
time, alighting from buses to walk 
home, not to seek out items from 
a nearby pile. One has to have de-
cided to actually follow a hawker, 
in the knowledge of being avail-
able at that time, while hawking 
has to do with chancy attraction.

A municipal official told this 
newspaper that hawkers find their 
way back because a security com-
pany tasked to keep guard, SUMA 
JKT, has staff accepting coins from 
hawkers to let them do their busi-
ness, an accusation that a media 
official for National Service Head-
quarters flatly denied. The city 
official economised his assertions 
as he ought to have owned up that 
city militia have a habit of hitting 
hawkers and seize their goods, 
while JKT personnel work more 
professionally, in observing limits 
of what is allowed and what is not. 
Actually the work they do is con-
sonant with ‘rearranging’ hawk-
ers, as policy.

Municipal officials don’t appear 
to appreciate that President Sa-
mia Suluhu Hassan appealed to 
regional administration to reor-
ganize the hawkers, improve the 
way they conduct their business, 
which means alleviating the space 
infringement prevalent earlier. 
Most of that has been cleared but 

extremes are also being observed, 
where municipal authorities fig-
ure out that hawkers are an aspect 
of dirt in the city, especially the ru-
dimentary constructs they put up. 
And surprisingly, in what an adage 
says ‘the spear is best for the pig,’ 
they are absolutely persuaded the 
skimpy far off areas they ‘desig-
nate’ are feasible.

Rearranging hawkers means 
at least allowing reasonable con-
centrations of petty traders in 
markets that usually stand next 
to major bus stops, as people will 
know where to go for their cheap 
clothing without being inordi-
nately inconvenienced. In that 
case hawkers can still survive 
with restrictions as to lining up 
major roads and instead throng 
restricted market spaces, clus-
tering hawkers as it were, while 
respecting directives on leaving 
waste water infrastructure free, 
etc. That they throw things into 
troughs – often the deciding fea-
ture municipal officials cite – is a 
non-issue, as collecting such dirt is 
minor periodic work.

What lacks in city authorities’ 
thrust of will is that there is no 
visible sympathy that hawkers be 
able to make ends meet, and that 
is what riles sections of the pub-
lic, such that in some instances 
guards seeking to clear some lady 
food vendors were pelted with 
stones in the neighbourhood of 
ITV bus stop, where the eating 
spot serves scores of factory work-
ers nearby, etc. 

The Dar city population has 
generally been supportive of eas-
ing the streets of numerous hawk-
ing installations - but isn’t agreed 
that they disappear.

What science tells us about future of Covid-19 - I
By Umair Haque

IS Omicron just Covid-19 “evolving 
to become the common cold”? Right 
about now, you’re hearing that from a 
dozen places or more. Here, here, here, 
here, and here. But is it true? Or is it just 
a myth?

I want to share with what science – 
actual science –has to say. You can form 
your own conclusions.

I am not going to take a “side”. If 
you’re the kind of person who wants to 
pick sides, then you are politicising sci-
ence and, in my estimation, you are a 
fool. Please go where fools go.

Read pundits at the New York Times, 
who fly into a rage every time I write 
things like this, and call me names, in-
stead of engaging with the science.

I am not on any side. I am only here 
to try and think through the science. 
That is all I am going to do, and you can 
join me if you want to learn something, 
too. If not, please don’t read this, and go 
away.

Let’s begin at the beginning. Do virus-
es “evolve to become less severe”? That 
is the pop theory this particular one – 
Omicron is evolving into the common 
cold – is based on.

“There is a widespread belief that 
infectious diseases evolve to become 
less virulent, leaving many hopeful 
that Omicron will be less severe for 
everyone, regardless of age or vaccina-
tion status. This is false. Viruses do not 
necessarily get selected to be milder or 
more severe.”

That’s not me. That’s Dr William Han-
age, professor of the evolution and epi-
demiology of infectious disease at Har-
vard and the co-director of the Centre for 
Communicable Disease Dynamics. He is 
saying that the pop theory is false. It is a 
myth that viruses “evolve to become less 
severe”.

You should note that plenty of the peo-
ple spreading this myth are not epide-
miologists. They are pundits, or talking 
heads, or doctors, or all three. But they 
appear to have a poor understanding of 
epidemiology and virology.

Wait, you might say. Come on. That’s 
not right. Viruses do evolve to become 
less severe. Don’t they?

Think it through. If “viruses evolve to 
become less severe”, we would never 
have needed vaccines. Remember all the 
terrible diseases of…not so long ago.

Polio was nearly eradicated in the 
1970s. The eradication of smallpox – 
probably humanity’s greatest achieve-
ment – only happened in 1977.

They’d been around for millennia. And 
they had never evolved to “become less 
severe”. They just went right on killing 
and crippling and disfiguring people.

If you think about it, in fact, just using 
the knowledge in more or less every-
body’s mind, there is no example what-
soever of a virus “evolving to become less 
severe”.

Go ahead, just think about what you 
already know about any virus there is. 
Did any of the following evolve to be-
come “less severe”? HIV? Nope. Hepati-
tis? Nope. Rabies? Nope. In fact, HIV and 
Ebola grew to become more severe over 

time.
What Dr Hanage is trying to point 

out – despite the myth pundits are 
peddling – is precisely correct. Virus-
es don’t evolve to become less severe.

So why do we think they viruses 
“evolve to become less severe”? Well, 
it appears to be wishful thinking, 
which ends up making us fall prey to 
selection bias.

We see a milder wave of a pandem-
ic, and we interpret it as “evolution.” 
But when a worse wave arrives, we 
tend to discount that one.

In this case, we see the movement 
from Delta to Omicron as evidence of 
“evolution”. But evolution is not what 
is happening here. At least not scien-
tifically – it just appears to be. So what 
is happening here?

Wait. So why don’t viruses “evolve 
to become less severe”?

Here’s Dr Hanage again: “If viru-
lence (the severity of the disease) is 
not connected to transmission (the 
factor that makes a virus successful or 
not), there’s no real link between the 
two in most real situations. The great 
majority of Covid-19 transmission oc-
curs before people become seriously 
ill, and so the virus has already moved 
on.”

Now think about polio and small-
pox. If you got polio, you would get 
crippled years or decades later. You 
would get the virus in childhood, but 
not get disfigured until adulthood. 
The virus had “moved on”.

Smallpox was different – it pro-
ceeded swiftly in terrible outbreaks 
which would kill scores of people in 
towns or villages or cities, and then 
rise again and again.

Those are two poles of viruses not 
“evolving to become less severe” for 
different reasons – because the virus 
“moves on”, as Hanage says, or be-
cause the outbreak burns itself out 
– but not before travelling elsewhere.

Both mean that the selection pres-
sure on the severity of the virus is 
relatively small, and so it does not 
evolve to become less severe.

Viruses don’t evolve like we do. 
This myth is easy for us to believe in 
because we apply our own under-
standing of evolution to viruses.

But viruses are not like us. We 
don’t need a host. They do. They 

aren’t sexually reproducing to seek 
some kind of fitness advantage.

They’re just out there replicating 
and recombining. Not just in us, but 
sometimes with us – that is what ret-
roviruses do, write themselves into 
our DNA. And “there is little evidence 
that recombination is favoured by 
natural selection to create advanta-
geous genotypes.” That is, viruses 
recombine because it’s what they do. 
It’s not because recombination is “fa-
voured by natural selection”. That is 
what they are.

That is what I mean when I said vi-
ruses are not like us. It’s a really alien 
concept to wrap your head around. 
Viruses just swap genes, in a kind 
of alien free for all. Sure, there are 
chemical preconditions and so forth.

The point is that they are really not 
like us. We can’t and don’t recom-
bine. We have children – two of us.

Viruses? The “virosphere,” as vi-
rologists call it, is an alien world, of 
beings which are existentially Schro-
dingeresque, not really alive but not 
not alive either, recombining in the 
quadrillions, each of them able to 
acquire stuff from others, and then 
jump across species.

Viruses aren’t like us at all. And 
that is why they don’t evolve like us 
– meaning cellular organisms, espe-
cially vertebrates – at all, either.

Our primary evolutionary mecha-
nism is sexual reproduction and mu-
tation. Theirs is recombination. We 
couldn’t be more different.

In fact, viruses evolve…us. If you 
really want to understand evolution 
and viruses – and us – then the slightly 
creepy but also weirdly cool fact is 
that viruses evolve us.

“Viruses have been proven to be 
drivers of evolution (Villarreal and 
Witzany, 2010), including the human 
genome, which by at least 45 per cent 
is composed of sequences related to 
retroviruses.

In addition, endogenised retrovi-
ruses supplied the syncytin genes 
that are essential for the develop-
ment of the mammalian placenta, 
and allowed the growth of embryos 
without its rejection by the maternal 
immune system (Dupressoir et al., 
2012).”

This is related to the fact that vi-

ruses don’t “evolve to become less 
severe”. If anything, the opposite hap-
pens. We evolve to outcompete or 
cooperate with them, sometimes by 
fusing with them.

Think of how those “endogenised 
retroviruses” literally allow us to have 
children, allowing the maternal im-
mune system not to reject embryos.

In the really big picture, we co-
evolve with viruses. Viruses don’t 
evolve to “become less severe”. That 
is a far more accurate view of how 
evolution really works.

Now let’s come back to Covid-19. 
So why does it look like Omicron is 
just Covid-19 becoming the common 
cold? Are my eyes lying to me?!

Think of the flu. Even that hasn’t 
“evolved to become less severe”. It 
still affects millions people a year, kill-
ing almost a million.

People at risk. Like elderly people 
and the immunocompromised. What 
saves their lives? Flu shots. The virus 
didn’t evolve to become less severe. 
We just developed vaccines. And we 
have to redevelop them every single 
year.

A big, big part of why Omicron 
appears to be Covid-19 “evolving to 
become less severe” is that we have 
vaccines. So, for those who are vac-
cinated, it does not end up produc-
ing severe symptoms, on average. But 
that isn’t “evolution”, it’s science.

And it is science that has a few im-
plications, too. One is that we need 
our shots to keep on holding against 
new variants.

You probably think that a booster 
shot protects you from Omicron 
forever. You’re wrong. You probably 
don’t know what the latest data say.

I don’t blame you. It’s brand new. 
Even booster shots hit under 50 per 
cent efficacy in ten weeks. Presum-
ably, after that – which is all the data 
we have so far – it falls farther and 
faster.

	
•	 A Medium/Eudaimonia 

& Co. dispatch. Umair Haque is 
the Director of the London-based 
Havas Media Lab and heads Bub-
blegeneration, a strategy lab that 
helps discover strategic innova-
tion. To be continued in tomor-
row’s issue. – Editor
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REETINGS for the 
week and thanks to 
those of you who 
keep giving me feed-

back. I’m always grateful, es-
pecially if it’s of architectural 
interest.

And one area where this has 
been applied in the past was 
the desecration of much of the 
fine buildings in the city cen-
tre, which was the very heart 
of Dar es Salaam, yet it was 
demolished to make way for 
some of the worst building ex-
amples in the country.

Demolition has been a lucra-
tive business here,  and with 
multiple road projects requr-
ing mass removals, there’s 
been endless scope for more……
and not forgetting also, that at 
the stroke of a powerful pen, 
buildings on a conservation list 
could be ‘de-conserved’, for the 
bulldozer and the predatory 
so-called ‘developers’.

But is there anything left to 
conserve, and what happened 
to facilitate the destruction of 
so much over the years, that 
had been valued….then sud-
denly weren’t.

In March 2007, the govern-
ment de-gazetted all buildings 
in Dar’s central business dis-
trict, earlier protected for their 
historical value.    It was an act 
that shocked many people who 
well remembered their signifi-
cance.

Consequently, we learnt 
that “according to a GN (gov-
ernment notice) Number 51 of 
March 2nd 2007, all sites for the 
110 protected buildings were 
then open to re-development 

in a move intended to modern-
ise the city.”……and so ended 
my love affair with Dar es Sa-
laam!

A local newspaper of 25th 
July the same year stated that 
“investors would still need 
special permits to pull down 
some buildings, in order not to 

altogether lose touch with the 
past”.

To compound this, the 
then Minister for Resources 
and Tourism Prof Jumanne 
Maghembe used the same 
ploy, saying ‘’….the government 
valued protection of histori-
cal buildings….but there is the 

equally important imperative 
for modernisation “.

The de-gazetting was a col-
lective Judas’ agreement…..and 
as the Bible says…the cockerel 
crowed three times….or rather 
the National Housing Corpo-
raration maybe crowed with 
delight.

…Because the most telling 
fact was that the NHC had al-
ready entered into contracts 
with 24 ‘developers’ and al-
located fifteen buildings to in-
vestors, a decision as the “state 
daily” quaintly put it, had been 
‘paralysed’ by the conservation.

Given this dubious back-

ground, it’s not surprising that 
over the years, so much related 
to the construction industry 
appears to have been a scan-
dal, ethics-free buildng boom.   
With few exceptions, much of it 
has been defined by randomly 
sited and badly configured 
high rise blocks.

…….and it’s a tragedy that a 
beautiful-well planned city 
with public parks and other 
amenities is unlikely to arise 
from this costly cultural de-
struction.      

But there is another aspect 
apart from the aesthetic one.   
On the 29th  March 2013 when 
a fourteen story building in 
which NHC had a 25 per cent  
share collapsed, killing 36 
people, and among the causes 
listed were the building inspec-
tors’ failure to spot the poor 
workmanship that was respon-
sible for the collapse.

Three years earlier in 2010, 
a probe team investigating two 
corrupt Kinondoni senior land 
officers, discovered that out 
of 1,240 files studied, 1,116 had 
been ‘manipulated’. 

……a shocking statistic to fur-
ther erode public confidence. 

I have a sad file, in which the 
NHC and the Ministry of lands 
featured largely for a decade 
and a half.    And in the mid to 
late nineties, the mass destruc-
tion of the city centre, certainly 
made it resemble a battle site.

Memorable among those 
who benefited was a company 
which illegally destroyed the 
homes of dozens of families liv-
ing on Zanaki corner, near Bibi 
Titi Mohamed road.    If I recall 
correctly, the company direc-

tor along with an employee, 
was given a month’s prison 
sentence (which they never 
served) for being in contempt 
of court, as they overruled the 
injunction to save the building.

Most telling of all in this case 
was that the tenants of the 
property, were raising the pur-
chase price for the block, and 
should have been given prior-
ity buying rights from NHC.  
But instead, this sturdy build-
ing, was declared unfit for hu-
man habitation, and offered to 
the ‘developers’….a misnomer 
if ever there was one….. …..this 
was a perfect example of clas-
sic corruption in principle and 
action, and surely was one of 
many.  

The prevailing propaganda 
at the time was that the demoli-
tions were an exercise in inner 
city improvement, but they 
were really about collusion and 
profiteering by greed ridden 
government officers, in cahoots 
with the then City Commission 
and the National Housing Cor-
poration… yet again in their 
history, they escaped censure 
and investigation, and smartly 
stepped aside.

     There were other even 
more shocking examples of 
‘corruption in action’, nota-
bly on Samora Avenue, where 
homes and business were liter-
ally crushed, many along with 
their contents in a mad orgy 
of official premature destruc-
tion, because the site was then 
left empty for nearly a decade.    
This was sanctified banditry 
for which no one was called to 
account….and I saw it happen.  
Halleujah for better times !

Bulldozers at work: ‘Development’which ended my love affair with Dar es Salaam

By Telesphor Magobe

T
ODAY, Tanzania joins other 
countries across the world to 
celebrate International Day of 
Education, which since 2019 is 

marked each year on January 24. This 
year’s theme is “Changing Course, Trans-
forming Education.”

Article 26(2) of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights states: “Education 
shall be directed to the full develop-
ment of the human personality and to 
the strengthening of respect for human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. It 
shall promote understanding, tolerance 
and friendship among all nations, racial 
or religious groups, and shall further the 
activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace.”

Having this in mind, International 
Day of Education becomes meaningful 
to each one of us because it is meant 
to remind us as individuals and world 
nations to take affirmative action that 
leads to the implementation of Goal 4 of 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 
“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all”.

This was a commitment made at the 
World Education Forum 2015 in Incheon, 
the Republic of Korea on May 19-22, 2015. 
This global forum adopted the Incheon 
Declaration for Education 2030, which 
sets out a new vision for education – the 
implementation of Goal 4 of SDGs. The 
forum involved over 1,600 participants 
from 160 countries across the world.

Education is a constitutional right in 
most national constitutions, but not in 
all of them. Article 11(2) of the Constitu-
tion of the United Republic of Tanzania 
(1977), as amended until 2005, states: 
“Every person has the right to access ed-
ucation, and every citizen shall be free to 
pursue education in a field of his [or her] 
choice up to the highest level according 
to his [or her] merits and ability.”

Sub-article 3 states that: “The govern-
ment shall make efforts to ensure that 
all persons are afforded equal and suf-
ficient opportunity to pursue education 
and vocational training in all levels of 
schools and other institutions of learn-
ing.”

However, Article 11 of the Constitution 

is not part of Part III: the Basic Rights 
and Duties (the Bill of Rights), which 
although circumscribed by clawback 
clauses, may be enforceable in court. 
Article 11, which in the case of Tanzania 
covers the right to education, falls under 
Part II of the Constitution: Fundamental 
Objectives and Directive Principles of 
State Policy.

Article 7(2) of the Constitution states 
that: “The provisions of this Part of this 
Chapter are not enforceable by any 
court. No court shall be competent to 
determine the questions whether or not 
any action or omission by any person or 
any court, or any law or judgment com-
plies with the provisions of this Part of 
this Chapter.”

As we said last week about other Arti-
cles, this Sub-article (2) is also an ouster 
clause that bars any person or court 
from enforcing this right. Yet, education 
is a basic right and all members to the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
have an obligation to take necessary 
steps to ensure education becomes not 
only declarative, but also an enforceable 
right and citizens may demand it and be 
able to seek court redress if it is not.

Article 9 of the Constitution states: 
“The object of this Constitution is to fa-
cilitate the building of the United Repub-
lic as a nation of equal and free individu-
als enjoying freedom, justice, fraternity 
and concord… Therefore, the state au-
thority and all its agencies are obliged to 
direct their policies and programmes to-
wards ensuring – (f ) that human dignity 

is preserved and upheld in accordance 
with the spirit of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights.”

 As Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein, UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (Sep-
tember 1, 2014 - August 31, 2018), is quot-
ed to have said “The power of the Uni-
versal Declaration is the power of ideas 
to change the world. It inspires us to con-
tinue working to ensure that all people 
can gain freedom, equality and dignity. 
One vital aspect of this task is to empow-
er people to demand what should be 
guaranteed: their human rights.”

It is through education that citizens 
become enlightened to take part fully 
in the affairs of their government. Para-
graph 11 (see also paragraph 14) of Agen-
da 63: The Africa We Want states: “By 
2063, African countries will be amongst 
the best performers in global quality 
of life measures. This will be attained 
through strategies of inclusive growth, 
job creation, increasing agricultural pro-
duction; investments in science, tech-
nology, research and innovation; gender 
equality, youth empowerment and the 
provision of basic services, including 
health, nutrition, education, shelter, wa-
ter and sanitation.”

Tanzania has made great strides in set-
ting up infrastructure for the provision 
of education. What remains is adequate 
investment in the provision of better 
education that translates into having 
critical and intelligent citizens capable 
of transforming their own country into 
a better place to live in. We cannot con-
tribute positively to the transformation 
of the world if we cannot transform our 
own country first.

So, this year’s theme of International 
Day for Education: “Changing Course, 
Transforming Education” is well chosen 
for it calls all of us as individuals and 
nations to change ourselves first in the 
way we think and behave. In fact, we 
should train ourselves not just thinking, 
but thinking critically and intelligently – 
that’s thinking smartly.

Today’s proverb: “A clean fast is better 
than a dirty breakfast.”

The author is a lawyer based in Dar 
es Salaam. He can be reached at tma-
gobe@gmail.com

Tanzania’s obligation to promote 
learning, transform education

One of two remaining buildings that predate German colonial era, built under Sultan Sayyid Majid bin Said in 1866. Such historical 
structures are rapidly being replaced by skyscrapers. File Photo
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"Small boats may not sur-
vive a storm, but a giant ship 
is strong enough to brave a 
storm," Chinese President Xi 
Jinping has said during a spe-
cial address to the 2022 World 
Economic Forum (WEF) virtual 
session.

As global leaders from politi-
cal, business and academic cir-
cles explored new driving forc-
es for economic growth, new 
models for social life, and new 
paths for personnel exchanges 
during the five-day session that 
ended on Friday, Xi's remarks 
have once again demonstrated 
China's wisdom for addressing 
the pressing challenges facing 
mankind. 

The proposals China made 
during the event -- to uphold 
multilateralism, promote win-
win cooperation and share 
development opportunities 
-- have offered fresh hope for 
the world out of the global pan-
demic and economic woes.

The number of global infec-
tions had exceeded 320 million 
by Monday, with several coun-
tries registering a new record 
high of daily cases, according 
to data from the World Health 
Organization (WHO). 

The World Bank's latest 
"Global Economic Prospects" 
report noted that due to such 
factors as the pandemic, in-
flation, debt and income 
inequality, global growth is 
expected to "decelerate mark-
edly" in 2022 and 2023. 

"Only 16 percent of re-
spondents feel positive and 
optimistic about the outlook 
for the world, and just 11 per-
cent believe the global recov-
ery will accelerate," said the 
WEF's Global Risks Report 
2022 published on Jan. 11. 

"Recovery remains fragile 
and uneven amid the linger-
ing pandemic, persistent la-
bor market challenges, ongo-
ing supply chain disruptions, 
rising inflation and looming 
debt traps," United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Gu-
terres told the forum on Mon-
day.

Stressing that "the climate 

crisis remains the biggest long-
term threat facing humanity," 
Zurich Insurance Group's Chief 
Risk Officer Peter Giger said 
that "failure to act on climate 
change could shrink global 
GDP (gross domestic product) 
by one-sixth." "Everyone hopes 
that in 2022, the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and the crises that ac-
companied it, will finally begin 
to recede. 

But major global challenges 
await us, from climate change 
to rebuilding trust and social 
cohesion," said WEF Founder 
and Executive Chairman Klaus 
Schwab. 

 "To address them, leaders 
will need to adopt new models, 
look long-term, renew coop-
eration and act systemically," 
he said.

Against the backdrop of the 
pandemic woes, many partici-
pants of the event reiterated 
the urgent need for global soli-
darity, equality and coopera-
tion. While more than half of 
the world's population having 
been fully vaccinated, the rate 
is only 7 percent in Africa. 

"Being able to use those vac-
cines equitably is not only a fair 
and important humanitarian 
objective, it's the best way for 
us all to get out of the pandem-
ic phase that we're currently 
in right now," said Michael 
Ryan, executive director of the 
WHO's Health Emergencies 
Program. 

Anthony Fauci, the U.S. top 
infectious disease expert, not-
ed Monday during the event 
that inequality in public health 
is an important reason for the 
severe pandemic situation in 
the United States. 

 "We should have had a much 
more coordinated global re-
sponse, as I've said so many 
times. A global pandemic re-
quires a global response, and 
we have to keep in mind the 
issue of equity all the time be-
cause you can't have a situation 
where you have the virus circu-
lating freely in one part of the 
world," Fauci said. 

"Collaboration within socie-
ties and among the internation-
al community will be funda-
mental to ensure a more even 

and rapid global recovery," said 
Saadia Zahidi, the WEF's man-
aging director. "Global leaders 
must come together and adopt 
a coordinated multi-stakehold-
er approach to tackle unrelent-
ing global challenges and build 
resilience ahead of the next 
crisis," she stressed.  "We will no 
longer wait for the slowest and 
least ambitious," German Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz said, adding, 
"we need a paradigm shift in 
global climate policy."

To shed new light on address-
ing the challenges of the times, 
Xi stressed "the need to foster 
new opportunities amidst cri-
ses, open up new horizons on 
a shifting landscape, and pool 
great strength to go through dif-
ficulties and challenges" during 
his special address on Monday. 

Xi called on the international 
community to embrace coop-
eration and jointly defeat the 
pandemic, resolve various risks 
and promote a steady recovery 
of the world economy, bridge 
the development divide and 
revitalize global development, 
and discard Cold War mentality 
and seek peaceful coexistence 
and win-win outcomes.

Former Prime Minister of 
Croatia Jadranka Kosor said Xi's 
remarks show the path of win-
win cooperation for the benefit 
of people around the world. 

Xi's words constituted an 
"important milestone" in pro-
moting global cooperation fol-
lowing the COVID-19 pandemic, 
said Schwab. Dialogue and 
cooperation leading to joint 
solutions is "the only key" for 
humanity to live in peace and 
prosperity, he said, echoing Xi's 
remarks in 2017 on building a 
community with a shared fu-
ture for mankind.

 Schwab also thanked China 
for its active role in the global 
effort to combat common chal-
lenges.

Indeed, China has been ac-
tively contributing to the global 
anti-pandemic fight as well as 
the world economic recovery. 
In an effort to make COVID-19 
vaccines a global public good, 
China has donated and deliv-
ered billions of doses to coun-
tries in need. 

China leads with wisdom for addressing 
global pandemic, development challenges
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A
s countries across South Asia continue to bat-
tle the deadly Covid-19 pandemic, causing 
serious public health and economic crisis, 
this region, which is home to almost 2 billion 

people, is also grappling with the erosion of democratic 
norms, growing authoritarianism, the crackdown on 
freedom of press, speech and dissent.

Despite the committed efforts of human rights de-
fenders across South Asia, achieving human rights ob-
jectives remains a challenging task. Almost all countries 
in the region – Afghanistan, Bangladesh, India, Nepal, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka – face a common trend of human 
rights violations and a culture of impunity. 

Afghanistan 
In Afghanistan, the Taliban rule has had a devastating 

impact on the lives of Afghan women, girls, journalists 
and human rights defenders. “The crisis for women and 
girls in Afghanistan is escalating with no end in sight. 
Taliban policies have rapidly turned many women and 
girls into virtual prisoners in their homes, depriving the 
country of one of its most precious resources, the skills 
and talents of the female half of the populations,” said 
Heather Barr, associate women’s rights director at Hu-
man Rights Watch in this report.

This report states, “the Taliban’s return to power has 
made members of some ethnic and religious minorities 
feel more vulnerable to threats even from those not af-
filiated with the Taliban. Taliban authorities have also 
used intimidation to extract money, food, and services. 
Fighting has mostly ended in the country, but people 
expressed fear of violence and arbitrary arrests by the 
Taliban and lack of the rule of law and reported in-
creased crime in some areas.”

A group of three dozen Human Rights Council ap-
pointed experts in this report said, “waves of measures 
such as barring women from returning to their jobs, 
requiring a male relative to accompany them in public 
spaces, prohibiting women from using public transport 
on their own, as well as imposing a strict dress code on 
women and girls. Taken together, these policies consti-
tute a collective punishment of women and girls, ground-
ed in gender-based bias and harmful practices.”

The UN high commissioner for human rights, Michelle 
Bachelet, has urged the UN security council to hold all 
perpetrators of human rights violations accountable, “I 
ask the security council to ensure that the perpetrators 
of these violations are accountable, I ask all states to use 
their influence with the Taliban to encourage respect for 
fundamental human rights. Denial of the fundamental 
rights of women and girls is massively damaging to the 
economy and the country as a whole,” Bachelet said.

The Taliban victory propelled Afghanistan “from hu-
manitarian crisis to catastrophe”, with millions of Af-
ghans facing severe food insecurity due to lost income, 
cash shortages, and rising food costs. Afghan refugees 
constitute one of the world’s largest refugees popula-
tion, with more than 2.2 million refugees. “Afghanistan’s 
displacement crisis is one of the largest and most pro-
tracted in UNHCR’s seven-decade history,” says UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi.

Bangladesh
While Bangladesh, despite making economic progress 

and getting upgraded by the United Nations from the cat-
egory of least developed country to developing country 
last November, the country continues to be in the news 
for enforced disappearances, abductions, torture and 
extrajudicial killings by its security forces with impunity.

In this letter written by 12 organizations to Under-
Secretary-General Jean-Pierre Lacroix, urging the United 
Nations Department of Peace Operations to ban Bang-
ladesh’s notoriously abusive paramilitary Rapid Action 
Battalion (RAB) from UN deployment.

As many as 600 people, including opposition leaders, 
activists, journalists, business people, and others, have 
been subjected to enforced disappearance since 2009. 
In this report, Dhaka–based rights organization Odhikar 
said that “some of the disappeared persons resurfaced 
in government’s custody after being arrested under the 
draconian Digital Security Act 2018.”

“Human rights defenders, journalists, and others criti-
cal of the government continue to be targeted with sur-
veillance, politically motivated charges and arbitrary 
detention,” says this report. Earlier in November 2021, 
the United States slapped sanctions on elite Bangladeshi 
paramilitary force, Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), stating 
it threatens US national security interests by undermin-
ing the rule of law and respect for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms, and the economic prosperity of 
the people of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is the only South 
Asian country other than Afghanistan to receive US sanc-
tions since 1998.

India
In 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government 

in India was downgraded from a free democracy to a 
“partially free democracy” by global political rights and 
liberties US-based nonprofit Freedom House. Following 
this, a Sweden based V-Dem institute said, India had be-
come an “electoral autocracy”. The country has slid from 
No. 35 in 2006 to No. 53 today on The Economist’s list.

The United States Commission on International Re-
ligious Freedom (USCIRF) recommended India be des-
ignated as a “country of particular concern, or CPC, for 
engaging in and tolerating systematic, ongoing and egre-
gious religious freedom violations, as defined by the In-
ternational Religious Freedom Act in its report.

In its World Report 2022, Human Rights Watch said, 
“Indian authorities intensified their crackdown on activ-
ists, journalists, and other critics of the government us-
ing politically motivated prosecutions in 2021. “Attacks 
against religious minorities were carried out with impu-
nity under the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-led Hindu na-
tionalist government.”

Indian authorities have continued to press charges 
against students, activities, journalists, including coun-
ter-terrorism and sedition laws. To undermine rights to 
privacy and freedom of expression, reports of Pegasus 
spyware, developed and sold by Israeli company NSO 
group, were used to target Indian human rights defend-
ers, journalists, and opposition politicians.

The ongoing harassment of journalists, including par-
ticularly those reporting from and in Kashmir, including 
the recent crackdown on Kashmir’s independent press 
club being shut down, arbitrary detention of journalists, 
alleged custodial killings, and a broader pattern of sys-
tematic infringement of fundamental rights used against 
the local population,” the report said.

According to this report, calls for genocide have be-
come more common than ever, “where Hindu extremists 
organized 12 events over 24 months in four states, call-
ing for genocide of Muslims, attacks on Christian minor-
ity and insurrection against the government. In this in-
terview, the founding president of Genocide Watch, has 
warned: “Genocide could very well happen in India.”  

Nepal
In Nepal, lack of effective government leadership, 

inadequate and unequal access to health care, and a 
‘pervasive culture of impunity’ continue to undermine 
the country’s fundamental human rights. “A lack of ef-
fective government leadership in Nepal means that lit-
tle is done to uphold citizens’ rights, leaving millions to 
fend for themselves without adequate services such as 
for health or education, said Meenakshi Ganguly, South 

Asia director, Human Rights Watch.
“Systemic impunity for human rights abuses extends 

to ongoing violations, undermining the principles of ac-
countability and the rule of law in post-conflict Nepal. The 
report states that the authorities routinely fail to investigate 
or prosecute killings or torture allegedly carried by security 
forces,” the report states.

In October 2020, the National Human Rights Commis-
sion (NHRC) published 20 years of data, naming 286 peo-
ple, mostly police officials, military personnel, and former 
Maoist insurgents, “as suspects in serious crimes, including 
torture, enforced disappearance and extrajudicial killings”.

Along with this, the situation of women’s and girls’ human 
rights continues to be alarming in the country. According to 
this report, Nepal has the highest rate of child marriages in 
Asia, with 33 percent of girls marrying before 18 years and 
8 percent by 15. Reports also indicate there has been an in-
crease in cases of rape in 2021, with widespread impunity 
for sexual violence.

Patriarchal Citizenship Law in Nepal which does not treat 
men and women equally, has been criticized for undermin-
ing Nepali women’s identities and agency, subordinating 
them to the position of second-class citizens – also impact-
ing children.

Pakistan
The Pakistan government, on the other hand, “harassed 

and at times persecuted human rights defenders, lawyers, 
and journalists for criticizing government officials and poli-
cies,” said this report by Human Rights Watch. Significant 
human rights issues include freedom of expression, at-
tacks on civil society groups, freedom of religion and belief, 
forced disappearances by governments and their agents, 
unlawful or arbitrary killings, extrajudicial killings, torture, 
arbitrary detentions, terrorism, counter-terrorism and law 
enforcement abuses.

“Pakistan failed to enact a law criminalizing torture de-
spite Pakistan’s obligation to do so under the Convention 
against Torture,” the report said.  The country’s regres-
sive blasphemy law provides a pretext for violence 
against religious minorities, leaving them vulnerable to 
arbitrary arrests and prosecution.

According to this report by Human Rights Without 
Frontiers, 1,865 people have been charged with blas-
phemy laws, with a significant spike in 2020, when 200 
cases were registered.

This piece highlights the plight of thousands of Paki-
stan’s Baloch who security forces have abducted. Inter-
national human rights law strictly prohibits enforced 
disappearances, in Pakistan, Prime Minister Imran 
Khan vowed that a draft law to criminalize enforced 
disappearances would be “fast-tracked”. A bill about 
enforced disappearances, which the National Assembly 
passed, mysteriously went missing after it was sent to 
the Senate.

The continued attack on journalists and activists for 
violations of the Electronic Crimes Act, the use of the 

Human rights violations and culture of impunity in South Asia

South Asian countries are grappling with the erosion of democratic norms, growing authoritarianism, the crackdown on freedom of press, speech and dissent, a report by 
Human Rights Watch says. File photo

National Accountability Bureau (NAB), an 
anti-corruption agency to target critics, at-
tacks and well-coordinated campaigns and 
attacks on women journalists on social me-
dia, and reported intimidation of nongov-
ernmental organizations, including harass-
ment and surveillance are all crackdowns 
which are only getting worse.

Sri Lanka
In Sri Lanka, the government continued 

to ‘suppress minority communities and 
harassed activists, and undermined demo-
cratic institutions.’ According to Human 
Rights Watch’s World Report 2022, “Presi-
dent Gotabaya Rajapaksha seems deter-
mined to reverse past rights improve-
ments and protect those implicated in 
serious abuses. While promising reforms 
and justice to deflate international criti-
cism, his administration has stepped up 
suppression of minority communities,” 
Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia director at 
Human Rights Watch, said.

The report highlights the harassment 
of security forces towards human rights 
defenders, journalists, lawyers and the 
families of victims of past abuses and sup-
pression of peaceful protests. As covid-19 
cases surged in the country, military-con-
trolled response to the pandemic “led to 
serious right violations”.

A major concern from the minority 
Muslim and Christian communities in Sri 
Lanka was the government’s order not to 
allow the bodies of Covid victims to be 
buried. According to this report, “several 
bodies were forcibly cremated, despite ex-
perts saying that bodies could be buried 
with proper safety measures.” This order, 
which rights activists said was intended to 
target minorities and did not respect reli-
gions, after much criticism was reversed.

A leading British religious freedom ad-
vocacy group, CSW, in its report titled, “A 
Nation Divided: The state of freedom of reli-
gious or belief in Sri Lanka,” said the Muslim 
community experiences “severe” religious 
freedom violations. A key factor in the vio-
lations is the perception by Sinhalese-Bud-
dhist nationalists that Muslims are a threat 
to both Buddhism and the Sinhalese. The 
report also noted attempts to “reduce the 
visibility of Islam through the destruction 
of mosques and restrictive stances on reli-
gious clothing.

				    IPS
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By Special Correspondents

AS the world celebrates 
the International Day of Ed-
ucation, which is January 24 
every year, it is worthwhile 
to discuss the progresses we 
are making and plans for the 
future in regards education. 
Quality education is a neces-
sity, especially for a country 
with dreams for a brighter 
future like Tanzania. 

In this view, a direct phone 
call rang from Manchester, 
UK to Brussels, Belgium by 
Shimbo Pastory, a Tanzanian 
who is passionate about hu-
man integral development 
to Jestas Abouk Nyamanga 
who serves as the Ambassa-
dor of Tanzania to Belgium, 
Luxembourg and the Euro-
pean Union.

Ambassador Jestas Abouk 
Nyamanga discussed the 
various education opportu-
nities that the Belgian Gov-
ernment and the European 
Union avails for Tanzanians 
who are interested and meet 
the necessary requirements 
as we bring them forth.

Educational diplomacy is 
rapidly moving beyond the 
realm of government spon-
sored initiatives to a much 
wider array of actors and ac-
tivities beyond the national 

borders. Education is one 
of the central dimensions in 
the diplomatic relationship 
between Tanzania and Bel-
gium as well as the European 
Union.

“We all believe that edu-
cation is a force multiplier 
to turn potentials into pros-
perity. At the national level, 
Tanzania is investing heav-
ily in the education sector 
in terms of both human re-
sources and infrastructure 
development,” the envoy 
said, adding:

“The aim is to enable 
young people to acquire 
skills and knowledge that 
keep pace with the global 
dynamics and matches with 
the current and future global 
demand.  To capture the op-
portunities afforded by the 
globalisation, the govern-
ment through its diplomat-
ic missions abroad is also 
working hard to ensure that 
we cast our net wide and get 
prepared to look beyond our 
shores and learn from oth-
ers.” 

“It is therefore no coinci-
dence that Tanzania through 
its bilateral cooperation with 
Belgium and the Europe Un-
ion has placed the great sig-
nificance on the cooperation 
and partnership on educa-

tion.”
Belgium offers scholar-

ships to Tanzanians through 
various programmes for 
courses and trainings specif-
ically aimed at students from 
developing countries. Tan-
zania is among the only 29 
countries in the world that 
are eligible for the VLIROUS 
Scholarship, a Programme 
offered to study in Flenders 
higher learning institutions 
in Belgium.

Tanzania is also eligible 
for ARES Scholarship Pro-
gramme.  ARES offers schol-
arships to study in one of the 
higher learning institutions 
of the Wallonia-Brussels Fed-
eration in Belgium. Through 
these programmes, Belgium 
offers scholarships for short 
courses, bachelor degrees, 
and master’s degrees.  

In addition, Tanzania is 
also eligible for the Erasmus 
+ Programme offered by 
the European Union, which 
among others, aims at sup-
porting through lifelong 
learning, the educational, 
professional and personal 
development of people in 
education, training, youth 
and sport.

The Erasmus+ which can 
be reached through has 
been offering scholarships 

for short- and long-term mo-
bility to students and staff 
from all over the world. We 
know that this kind of learn-
ing mobility has a very posi-
tive impact. 

There is also another pro-
gram known as the Eras-
mus Mundus Joint Master 
Degrees (EMJMDs). This is 
the EU-funded scholarships 
to Master students from 
around the world that cover 
tuition, travel, and a living 
allowance. The programmes 
last from one to two years in 
which students study in at 
least two different European 
countries, and obtain a joint, 
double degrees, or multiple 
degrees. Institutions from 
Tanzania can also be part 
of the consortia that deliver 
these programmes.

It is generally acknowl-
edged that students who 
spend a period outside their 
own country develop bet-
ter transversal skills. They 
are better at tackling new 
challenges, making deci-
sions and solving problems. 
They have more confidence 
and understand their own 
strengths and weaknesses 
better. They are capable of 
critical thinking and more 
tolerant towards other peo-
ple's values and behaviour.

Our cooperation also ben-
efits young people outside 
academia. Through Eras-
mus+, Tanzanians and Eu-
ropean youth organisations 
can also develop partner-
ship projects to boost the 
mobility of youth workers 
and young people.  I urge 
our young people to get the 
best out of these opportu-
nities, identify their own 
niche, and make a mark on 
their endeavours. It is my 
conviction that we can make 
a better future through these 
programs.

Research is another area 
of our cooperation with the 
Belgium institutions. Tanza-
nia is an important partner 
country of VLIR-UOS. From 
2003 to 2021 VLIR-UOS 
spent around € 21.8 million 
in cooperation with Tanza-
nia, including long-term In-
stitutional University Coop-
eration (IUC) Programmes 
with the Sokoine University 
of Agriculture (finalized), 
Mzumbe University and the 
Nelson Mandela African 
Institution of Science and 
Technology. 

The two ongoing IUC part-
nerships with Mzumbe Uni-
versity and the Nelson Man-
dela African Institution of 
Science and Technology are 

running towards the end of 
a 2nd Phase of cooperation 
and 18 projects that started 
since 2017 are the corner-
stones of the cooperation of 
VLIR-UOS with Tanzania.

It is exciting to learn of 
the accomplishments made 
by the Sokoine University 
in collaboration with the 
Belgium research institute 
-APOPO which save lives by 
training rats and other ani-
mals to rid the landmines 
and tuberculosis. We are 
proud to note from the re-
sults of this project that our 
acclaimed researchers have 
scaled new heights.

It also delighted to see our 
universities joining hands 
with their counterparts over 
the world in undertaking 
cutting-edge research pro-
jects that make significant 
contributions to education 
worldwide. It is an appeal to 
our universities to capitalize 
fully on the opportunities 
provided to Tanzania under 
the Short Initiatives (SI) Vli-
ruos through www.vlirous.
be.

As the Ambassador, Jestas 
says, he treasures every op-
portunity in the education 
partnership, and the Embas-
sy of the Tanzania in Brus-
sels will keep working hard 

to ensure that every oppor-
tunity is secured and fully 
utilized. 

It is unfortunate that 
many Tanzanians are not yet 
aware of these opportuni-
ties as most of these scholar-
ships, applicationsare made 
online. Tanzanians should 
be steady in embracing 
these opportunities, so as to 
be able to acquire skills and 
knowledge that could be vi-
tal for their career develop-
ment for the wider interest 
of the nation. We particu-
larly encourage actions to be 
taken in this season of appli-
cations.

On behalf of Tanzanian 
government and all Tanza-
nians, Ambassador Jestas is   
profoundly grateful to the 
Belgium government, the EU 
and all other development 
partners for being always 
supportive to the develop-
ment agenda of Tanzania; of-
fering of these vital scholar-
ships and research programs 
is a good case. 

“Our cooperation in edu-
cation will remain a key in 
bringing our peoples closer 
together. As an ambassador 
I look forward to taking this 
strong bilateral partnership 
and friendship to the greater 
heights.”

 Belgium envoy discusses education opportunities for Tanzanians 

By Guardian Reporter

STANBIC Bank Tanzania has 
re-located and re-opened its full-
service branch in Kariakoo, Dar 
es Salaam city, following the fire 
outbreak at the Kariakoo market 
where the branch was impacted.

The branch is now located at Plot 
no 24, Block “56”, Narung’ombe/
Sikukuu Street, Kariakoo area.

Speaking during the launch, 
the bank’s chief executive, Kevin 
Wingfield said the move was stra-
tegic and meant to continue serv-
ing the SMEs located in Kariakoo 
and nearby areas.

The launch ceremony was 
graced by Dar es Salaam Regional 
Commissioner, Amos Makalla.

“Our Kariakoo Branch has ex-
isted for over 10 years. We have 
chosen to stay in the Kariakoo 
area because we understand the 
importance of the contribution of 
SMEs in Kariakoo to the national 
economy as well as neighbouring 
countries.”

Wingfield added that through 
this newly located branch, the 
bank will continue addressing 

the unique financial needs of its 
customers including; individuals, 
entrepreneurs, and businesses, as 
well as showcase its products and 
services to a whole new set of po-
tential customers within the foot-
fall of the branch.

RC Makalla, applauded Stanbic 
Bank for their continuous efforts 
to ensure that Kariakoo residents 
receive convenient financial ser-
vices

“I congratulate Stanbic Bank for 
re-opening this branch, I believe 
the residents here will benefit 
abundantly from your services,” 
he said.

Stanbic Bank head of consumer 
and high net worth clients, Omari 
Mtiga, said that with a rich his-
tory of over 25 years of operation 
in Tanzania, Stanbic Bank has 
a wealth of expertise and capa-
bilities to spur investment within 
Tanzania and the region in par-
ticular.

He said customers will enjoy the 
expertise of a team of financial ex-
perts committed to assisting them 
to make the best of their banking 
experience.

Stanbic Bank re-inaugurates 
its branch in Dar’s Kariakoo

Dar es Salaam regional commissioner Amos Makalla cuts  ribbon to launch the reopening of Stanbic Bank Kariakoo branch recently. Others are the 
bank’s chief executive officer, Kevin Wingfield (2nd-L), and Stanbic Bank head of consumer and high net worth clients, Omari Mtiga (L). Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent.

By Guardian Reporter, Mkuranga

MORE than 500 pupils at 
Mwarusembe ward in Mkuranga 
District are expected to benefit 
from a newly constructed Kinene 
primary school which has been 
built by the African Reflection 
Foundation (ARF) in support of the 
government's efforts to develop the 
education sector.

Before the construction of the 
model school by the non-govern-
mental organization in collabora-
tion with other development stake-
holders, pupils at the area were 
forced to walk for more than five 
kilometers to and from school.

Speaking shortly after visiting 
the school over the weekend, ARF 
Chief Executive Officer, Maryvonne 
Pool said they are supporting the 
government in strengthening the 
education sector.

Pool, who is also the school ma-
tron, said they are expecting to 
make Kinene primary school a 
model in the district and ensure it 
benefits many pupils.

She challenged pupils to concen-
trate on their studies taking into 
consideration that President, Samia 
Suluhu Hassan has shown the way 

by improving school infrastruc-
tures in line with the good vision 
of providing equal opportunity for 
all children to access quality basic 
education.

 “Teachers should be creative and 
dedicate their efforts and commit-
ment in teaching pupils. Children 
are the nation’s future and a founda-
tion for the country’s development; 
teachers are the bridge in achieving 
these successes,” said Pool.

Kinene primary school Head 
teacher, Fatuma Mpulaki expressed 
her sincere gratitude to ARF for its 
dedication to the children as well as in 
supporting the education sector. She 
promised to work together with the 
stakeholders to promote excellence 
and keep the school clean all the time.

 “We will not let you down, we are 
committed to ensuring the school re-
mains clean and all the infrastructures 
maintained throughout. Pupils will, 
apart from other studies, be taught 
hygiene and discipline for them to be 
a good example in the district and the 
nation as a whole”, said Mpulaki.

One of the pupils, Nasra Mohamed 
said: “I am happy to be in this school, I 
started my education at Mwarusembe 
primary school from standard One 
to Five. I used to walk long distances 

Some students of Kinene Primary School in a group picture shortly after its inauguration. The school is in Mkuranga District, Coast Region. It  has been 
constructed by the African Reflection Foundation, a non-governmental organisation, in collaboration with various other development stakeholders. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent.

NGO constructs school 
building for 500 pupils

every day.”
According to her be-

ing admitted at the new 
school would reduce 
the waking hours to and 
from school and enable 
her to perform better in 
exams. She thanked the 
NGO for coming up with 

such an idea because they 
learning adjacent to their 
homes.

She added: “Since the 
new school is close to my 
home, I will be able to 
concentrate on my stud-
ies and have extra time to 
participate in other extra-

curricular activities”
The school was built 

by ARF, in partnership 
with Sky Is Not Limited, 
Drilling for Hope and 
GullamHussein Electra 
Charitable Trust. It was in-
augurated on September 
29th 2021 and has a total of 

seven classrooms and one 
teachers' house with a ca-
pacity to accommodate 2 
families.

The school is expected 
to have 288 students from 
Standard One to Seven. 
Pupils expected to join 
the school will be trans-

ferred from Mwarusembe primary 
school.

Kinene primary school is going 
to help more than 500 children 
who were previously walking for 
more than 5 kilometers to and from 
school, reduce congestion in the 
classrooms and enable pupils to 
learn in a better environment.



12 	 Monday 24   January  2022

featurE

By Giuseppe Rajkumar Guerandi

T
he Economic Freedom 
Fighters have recently 
come under fire for what 
appeared to be back-

tracking on their historically pro-
immigrant political stance. Amid 
this principled confusion, how do 
the party’s most recent actions fair 
against their past? 

EFF leader Julius Malema made 
the rounds on 19 January at the 
Mall of Africa to inspect the em-
ployee lists of various restaurants, 
apparently with the intention of as-
sessing the ratio of foreign-born to 
local employees working at these 
establishments. 

The action, accompanied by a 
call from Malema to hire more lo-
cals, prompted many to question 
whether the party had abandoned 
its previously established stance as 
a Pan-Africanist organisation that 
once called for the abolishment of 
South African borders.

Human Rights Watch reported in 
2020 that xenophobic harassment 
and attacks against non-nationals 
in South Africa were widespread 
and committed by citizens, police 
and politicians alike. Looking at the 
EFF’s position on paper, their least 
populist political stance has been 
in their support for African immi-
grants and the condemnation of 
their subjugation.

During the party’s 2019 general 
elections manifesto launch, Male-
ma envisioned a South Africa free 
of xenophobia in his address. 

In that address that was resound-
ingly applauded by EFF members 
in attendance, Malema called for a 
borderless Africa. Zimbabwe, Mo-

EFF’s apparent U-turn on pan-Africanism raises questions about its stance on immigrants

Julius Malema, President and Commander-in-Chief of Economic Freedom Fighters party

that employed foreign nationals are 
not being exploited for their labour, 
at the expense of labour law regula-
tions and South Africans obtaining 
employment.

This defence is generally in line 
with its blink-and-you’ll-miss-it 
stance in their 2021 Local Govern-
ment Elections manifesto commit-
ments to various municipalities. 

In a brief point under the Musina 
Local Municipality in Limpopo 
section, point 19 reads: “The EFF 
Municipality will ensure that es-
tablished businesses and farmers 
who still prefer to employ foreign 
nationals at lower wages are held 
accountable through applicable 
laws by 2022.” The list of general 
commitments outlined in the same 
year’s manifesto made no mention 
of foreigners.

It’s worth noting that the EFF has 
provided the closest thing to a de-
finitive, mainstream pro-immigrant 
stance in the contemporary South 
African political landscape. 

Both the ANC and DA have large-
ly reiterated commitments to tight-
er border control with broad stroke 
promises to crack down on illegal 
immigrants. 

But the EFF’s most recent actions 
have clearly cast doubt on the co-
gency of their position on this is-
sue. While it has largely maintained 
a welcomin

g attitude to foreigners, advocat-
ing for a majority South African 
workforce through aggressive in-
spections as a mechanism for mini-
mising the exploitation of foreign 
workers seems misguided at best, 
and ironically xenophobic at worst.  

When asked if he would like to 
provide clarity on this question, 
EFF spokesperson Vuyani Pambo 
tersely declined. “You’ll have to lis-
ten to our clips,” said Pambo. “We 
don’t talk to Daily Maverick.” 
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tervention that the party has de-
manded.  Moreover, it is unclear 
where foreigners from the broader 
Global South and developing world 
fit into this stance.

In the party’s 2013 founding 
manifesto, point 59 reads: “It can 
never be correct that the state op-
erates only with the “hope” that the 
still colonial and foreign-owned, 
and thus unpatriotic, private sec-
tor, in particular, will voluntar-
ily underwrite the developmental 
agenda and pursue the agenda of 
job creation, poverty reduction 
and sustainable development with 
the same vigour that should define 
government.”

The interchangeable use of ‘for-
eign’ with ‘unpatriotic’ in this ex-
cerpt signals a problematic lack of 
clarity on this issue from the mo-
ment the party took its first steps. 
The pejorative tone of deeming 
that which is foreign as unpatriotic 
has the same undertones of a xeno-
phobic mantra. 

Ultimately, if the party is both 
pro-sovereignty and pro ‘United 
States of Africa’, it does not com-
municate effectively on paper. 

At a press briefing on 26 October 
2020, Malema called on employ-
ers to maintain a minimum of 60% 
South African staff. 

According to non-profit fact-
checking organisation Africa 
Check, Malema’s remarks were con-
flated to mean that 40% of South 
African jobs should be allocated 
to African foreigners, when in fact 
it was more a suggestion for an 
employment floor that could very 
well be increased for South African 
workers.

While many found Malema’s re-
cent trip to the Mall of Africa to be 
overstepping his political mandates 
and generally regarded it as a bully-
ing tactic, the EFF backed up its ac-
tions as part of a mission to ensure 

zambique, Botswana, the DRC is 
our home, he said.

“We were divided by those who 
imposed borders on us. Those bor-
ders were imposed on us by the 
colonisers. We are one people,” he 
said, telling his “fighters”, “let us not 
be too local, let us be international. 
We exist in a globe, let us not be too 
isolationist”.

In full Pan-Africanist mode, he 
went on to say, “Let’s stop xenopho-
bia… let’s stop self-hate. If you attack 
others, you don’t love yourself.” He 
said, to loud cheers, that the re-
sources of Africa should benefit Af-
ricans, and not “white people”.

“Any African, a Nigerian, a Ghana-
ian, all over. The pain of Africans 
is our pain,” he continued. He said 
Africans were suffering in the dias-
pora worldwide: “When they come 
back home, you still make them 
suffer. Why? What did those Afri-
cans do to you? Let us protect one 
another, let us love our continent. 
Let Africa one day realise its own 
freedom, let Africa one day stand 
on its own feet.”

The party’s physical manifesto 
does not actually make mention of 
combatting xenophobia, but it does 
highlight that xenophobia against 
Africans is on the rise in a section 
dedicated to the effects of landless-
ness. 

In terms of actionable policy, that 
manifesto does not offer anything 
concrete. When it does mention 
the interests of ‘foreigners’, this 
writing, as with much of the EFF’s 
official policies, suffers from ambi-
guity as to the specific ‘foreigners’ 
in question. 

For example, point seven under 

the ‘Land’ subsection of the ‘Com-
mitment and Plan of Action’ section 
reads: “The EFF government will 
abolish foreign land ownership.” 
Point three under the ‘International 
Relations’ section reads: “The EFF 
government will lead a progressive 
programme to reject foreign and in 
particular Western domination of 

African economies.”
The distinction between foreign-

ers from the African continent and 
foreigners from beyond is unclear. 

The former are relevant to the 
Pan-Africanist ideology that the 
party has espoused, the latter is 
relevant for the sovereignty from 
external, particularly Western, in-
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BUSINESS DART to debut smart passenger 
and fleet control system in July

Investment   By Francis Kajubi

THE Dar Rapid Transit 
Agency (DART) is set 
for procurement of a 
10bn/- system that will 

facilitate efficiency into fare col-
lection, easy traffic control and 
that will simplify an operator to 
passenger information delivery 
of the city’s rapid transit net-
work.

Dubbed, ‘Intelligent Trans-
portation System,’ the ITS has 
been on the government’s plans 
since 2020 and will likely be op-
erational before July this year as 
procurement procedures are at 
an advanced stage.

DART’s Information and 
Communication Technology 
Manager, Ng’wanashigi Gagaga 
said in Dar es Salaam last week 
at a meeting with media editors 
and journalists that the system 
has three components and in-
cludes an Automated Fare Col-
lection System (AFCS) which is 
intended at monitoring aspects 
of vulnerability that may ham-
per cyber criminals from at-
tacking the agency’s computer 
systems.

“It has taken us almost two 
year discussing the system not 
only regarding costs but also on 

Women entrepreneurs talk of  
benefits of Nia Moja account

Tech savvy 

DART’s ICT manager, Ng’wanashigi Gagaga. 

  By Guardian Reporter

WOMEN entrepreneurs in the 
country have expressed satisfaction 
with services being offered by 
‘Nia Moja’ account which was 
introduced by CRDB Bank Plc 
several years ago.

In a random survey last week, 
the women said the account has 
assisted them save earnings made 
from their businesses easily but also 
help manage funds of their village 
credit community bank (Vicoba).

Tanga based fashion and clothing 
business woman, Miriam Mdoe 
said the account has assisted their 
Vicoba to manage its funds well. 
“This account has enabled us easily 
manage funds because we can 
digitally manage it,” said Mdoe.

She said since her childhood 
days, she was obsessed with being 
a fashion designer because her 
mother was a tailor who nurtured a 
similar culture in her. “My ambition 
was always to invest in the fashion 
industry,” she said.

Mdoe further noted that through 
the Vicoba group, she has managed 
to save and borrow to invest in 
modern sawing machines and 
related equipment to realise her 
dream of being a fashion icon. 
“When you save as a group, its easy 
to realise set goals hence CRDB’s 
‘Nia Moja’ account has simply 
helped us meet our set targets,” she 
noted.

She narrated that when they 
started the Vicoba group with 
money given to a treasurer who 
kept it in a pig bank at home, the risk 
were high compared to depositing 

World Economic 
Forum pleads for 
financial support 
to rescue African 
digital start-ups

  DAVOS 

As part of its ongoing effort to help 
policymakers on the continent make 
the transition to a knowledge-based 
digital economy, the World Economic 
Forum released a new report, which 
is titled, “Attracting Investment and 
Accelerating Adoption for the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution in Africa.”

Developed in collaboration with 
Deloitte, the report was released few 
months after Google announced a $1 
billion investment to support digital 
transformation across Africa. Esti-
mates from the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) say that Africa’s 
digital economy could add nearly $180 
billion to the continent’s growth by the 
middle of this decade. Despite this, Af-
rica is the world’s least connected con-
tinent, with only 39% of the population 
accessing the internet.

Even though it raised a total of $1.2 
billion in funding in the year 2020, 
which is a six-fold increase in five 
years, this is still less than a tenth of 
the $156 billion raised by US start-ups 
in that year. The African continent in-
vested less than half a per cent of GDP 
in research and development in 2019, 
which is less than one-quarter of the 
global average.

The head of the World Economic Fo-
rum’s Africa Division said that African 

governments need to push more mon-
ey into the tech and knowledge sectors. 
Putting incentives in legislation and in-
vesting in science and technology skills 
are ways that policymakers can make a 
difference.

The following are the three policy 
enablers discussed in detail in the re-
port: Pass legislation such as “Start-up 
Acts” designed to spur private sec-
tor innovation, reduce the burden of 
regulation and promote entrepreneur-
ship, in which Tunisia and Senegal are 
leading the way; Embed incentives for 
start-ups in legislation, such as start-
up grants, rebates on efficiency gains 
through technology implementation, 
co-investment of critical infrastruc-
ture, tax-free operations for the early 
years, and incentives for R&D; and In-
vest in workforce education, skills and 
competencies. Currently, only 2% of Af-
rica’s university-age population holds 
a STEM-related (science, technology, 
engineering, mathematics) degree.

“African governments urgently need 
to drive greater investment in the tech 
sector and the knowledge economy,” 
said Chido Munyati, Head of Africa Di-
vision at the World Economic Forum. 
“Policy-makers can make a difference 
by reducing the burden of regulation, 
embedding incentives within legisla-
tion and investing in science and tech-
nology skills.”

Chido Munyati, Head of Africa Division at the World Economic Forum.

SA’s biggest power users want more predictable tariffs
  JOHANNESBURG 

A group representing the biggest electric-
ity consumers in South Africa including An-
glo American Plc and Glencore Plc appealed 
for more predictable power-price increases.

The Energy Intensive Users Group, which 
accounts for about 40% of the nation’s power 
consumption, wants “stable and predictable 
tariff increases to promote medium- to long-
term investment planning,” it said in a pres-
entation to the regulator on Friday. Public 
hearings have taken place this week over a 
proposal by state-owned utility Eskom Hold-

ings SOC Ltd. to raise its fees by 21% for the 
2022-23 financial year. 

South Africa over the last two decades 
has gone from having a surplus of cheap 
electricity to contending with an unreli-
able supply. Eskom’s coal-powered plants 
have been poorly maintained and prone to 
breakdowns, resulting in nationwide power 
cuts. The utility has said cost-reflective prices 
are needed to turn the loss-making business 
around.

Eskom and the National Energy Regula-
tor of South Africa, which sets the electric-
ity prices have sparred off several times in 

court over its determinations. Some costs 
have jumped more than 30% since 2009, 
although they have rarely reached double 
digits in recent years.

The EIUG proposed that the consumer 
inflation rate plus 2 to 4 percentage points 
would be a reasonable annual tariff hike. It 
also asked the regulator to consider propos-
ing incentives for Eskom to improve its pow-
er supply.

Meanwhile comparisons presented by 
Eskom to show that its tariffs are low com-
pared to those in many other countries were 
met with scepticism on Thursday during the 

fourth day of energy regulator Nersa’s public 
hearings about the utility’s application for an 
increase of 20.5% from April 1.

Nersa panel members asked about the 
validity of the comparisons and the chair, 
Nersa full-time regulator member Nhlanhla 
Gumede, asked Eskom to show the compo-
sition of the tariffs that are being compared. 
Gumede cited the example of the fuel price 
that is high in South Africa compared with 
neighbouring countries because of the inclu-
sion of several taxes and government levies.

Eskom senior engineer Dr Ulrich Minnaar 
had presented depictions of residential and 

industrial tariffs around the world in US 
cents per kilowatt hour (kWh) – based on 
BloombergNEF and International Energy 
Agency (IEA) data – as shown below.

Minnaar’s presentation came after Eskom 
CFO Calib Cassim pointed out on Wednes-
day that vulnerable customers are being pro-
tected against unaffordable tariffs. Cassim 
referred to government’s electrification pro-
gramme that subsidises access to electricity 
for the poor, providing free basic electricity 
to the poor, as well as earlier decisions by 
Nersa to limit the increases to households 
using small volumes.

Stability 

the emphasis that we need to have 
a well and complete set up that will 
fully complement the city’s logistic 
plans. The system will be moni-
tored by ICT security experts,” Ga-
gaga said.

According to him, other func-
tions of the AFCS is to control unre-

stricted multiple logins by the same 
user on different machines, and us-
ers having visibility to application 
features not related to their roles.

He pointed out that the second 
component of the ITS will be the 
Passenger Information Integrated 
System (PIIS) which will play a role 

cash with the bank which also 
pays interest.

“We also had difficulty keeping 
records because everything was 
done manually with very limited 
expertise till when one of our col-
leagues heard about ‘Nia moja’ 
account,” she noted while adding 
that the account has also made it 
simply to monitor cash flow, loan 
disbursement and repayment by 
members.

A Vicoba group to open the ac-
count, it needs an identification 
letter from local government of-
fices in their area, its constitution 
and 20,000/- cash. Currently, the 
account has more than 10,000 Vi-
coba groups countrywide.

A food vendor from Dar es Sa-
laam’s Manzese area, Mwanahiba 
Yusufu said apart from enabling 

women develop their businesses 
rapidly through affordable loans, 
‘Nia moja’ account also teaches 
them financial discipline.

“We often get expert advice 
from CRDB officials on how best 
to manage our businesses, set tar-
gets and strictly adhere to budg-
ets when spending cash,” Yusufu 
noted adding that use of digital 
platforms such as SimBanking 
and CRDB Wakalas has meant 
that they are more efficient and 
organised.

“I thank CRDB management for 
coming up with this account and 
urge women groups to join and 
enjoy the benefits,” she added 
while stressing that any business 
woman who wants to prosper 
should join Vicoba which has the 
‘Nia moja’ account.

Commenting on the account’s 
performance, CRDB Director 
of Corporate Communications, 
Tully Mwambapa said the 
bank has commitment to back 
women’s economic emancipation 
through ‘Nia moja’ account.

“Apart from ‘Niamoja’ account, 
we also have several other 
products targeting women such 
as ‘Malkia’ account, tailor made 
loans targeting women (Wafi) and 
others,” Mwambapa said adding 
that the bank is still mobilising 
women to use it various products 
and services through an ongoing 
campaign called, ‘Unachostahili 
ni CRDB Bank.’ The campaign 
started earlier this month and 
covers the whole country, she 
added.

Tanga-based Miriam Mdoe displays merchandise at her tailoring mart last week. Photo courtesy of CRDB. 

of controlling time that the bus is 
supposed to wait for passengers at 
terminals and way stations.  The 
system will also issue information 
about the bus routes.

“The third component will be 
the Traffic Management System 
(TMS) which is more advanced 
than the existing ones. This system 
will prevent rapid transit buses 
from staying a couple of minutes 
in traffic jams. In other words the 
system will eliminate a good num-
ber of traffic police in controlling 
traffic,” he asserted.

Seconding Gagaga, acting Di-
rector Transport Development at 
DART, Fanuel Kalugendo said the 
agency and its project partners, 
Usafiri Dar es Salaam-Rapid Tran-
sit will from next month start pro-
curement of 95 articulated buses 
to make up 305 operational buses 
in the BRT network up from the 
current 210 buses.

Kalugendo said UDA-RT owns 
51 percent of shares in the pro-
ject and the government through 
DART owns the remaining 49 per-
cent. “As we speak the BRT servic-
es transport almost 180,000 pas-
sengers a day with 210 buses from 
76,000 passengers in 2016 when 
the project had only 140 buses,” he 
revealed.
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business news

NMB Bank to back Zanzibar’s tourism 
development as part of blue economy 

  LUANDA 

Angolan state diamond company 
Empresa Nacional de Diamantes (En-
diama) said Monday it estimates it 
will produce 10.5 million carats of 
diamonds this year and collect US$1.4 
billion (1.2 billion euros), which is less 
than initially expected.

The projections for production and 
revenue collection for 2022 were given 
today by the chairman of the board 
of Endiama, José Ganga Júnior, stat-
ing that they were “very conservative” 
projections. Endiama initially expected 
to produce 13.8 million carats of dia-
monds this year and have revenues of 
around US$1.9 billion (1.6 billion euros), 
but due to the “current context and 
market prices,” the company has “cor-
rected” its initial projections.

The figures were presented Monday 
at a press conference to assess activi-
ties in 2021 and projections for 2022 
as part of the celebrations of the com-
pany’s 41st anniversary, marked on 15 
January.

According to Endiama’s chairman, 
the diamond sub-sector has a work-
force of 19,461 workers, spread across 
several professions, of which 15,096 
are direct and 4,365 indirect, with En-
diama absorbing 454 employees.

At least 39 diamond projects are 
prospecting in the provinces of Lunda 
Norte, Lunda Sul, Moxico, Malanje, 
Kwanza Sul, Huambo and Bié and 13 
mines are already in production, 10 of 
which are in secondary deposits and 
the remainder in primary deposits.

Ganga Júnior also spoke about semi-
industrial mining activity which cur-
rently has 264 licensed cooperatives 
with 62 in operation, of which 29 are 
prospecting, 33 are in production and 
202 are at a standstill. The semi-indus-
trial diamond exploration activity, in 
2021, allowed for the recovery and mar-
keting of 50,750 carats of diamonds 
and generated revenues of US$7.10 mil-
lion (6.2 million euros).

The signing of a mining investment 
contract with multinational Rio Tinto, 
for exploration of the Chiri Project, and 
the acquisition of geology and drilling 
company GEOANGOL, to boost Endia-
ma’s geology research capacity are also 
other gains for the sector.

Endiama’s director for Human Re-
sources and Legal Affairs, Osvaldo 
Jorge Van-Dúnem, explained that pro-
cedures are currently being drawn up 
for the public tender for the sale of 
the Hotel Diamante, in Luanda, and 
preparation of the accounts for the 
privatisation of Alta 5, a security com-
pany owned by Endiama, is already 
concluded. Van-Dúnem also said that 
a specialist company had been hired 
to determine the value of the shares 
to be sold on the stock exchange cor-
responding to Endiama’s 40 percent 
stake in its share capital.

Angola Endiama 
estimates diamond 
production down 
for the year 2022

Partnership 

Woolworths registers growth in SA food business sales steered by 55.8pc 

Woolworths’ food shop in Johannesburg. 

Deceleration 

 By Guardian Reporter

I
N an effort to 
support Zanzibar’s 
blue economy 
d e v e l o p m e n t , 

NMB Bank Plc has signed 
an agreement aimed at 
backing such efforts.

Speaking after sign-
ing a memorandum of 
understanding between 
the two sides, Permanent 
Secretary at Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities, 
Fatma Mabrouk Khamis 
and NMB’s Chief of Retail 
Banking, Filbert Mponzi 
said the agreement details 
how the bank and the isles 
government will cooper-
ate in three specific areas 
that are key in the boost-
ing of the tourism sector.

“We have agreed to 
work together in destina-
tion marketing and posi-
tion of Zanzibar’s tourism; 
in diversifying tourism 
supply and facilitation 
of experience as well as 
in the empowerment of 
youths and the commu-
nity,” Khamis said.

She said the deal will 
directly impact the de-

Foreign tourists stroll at Stone Town in Zanzibar. 

velopment of the blue economy be-
cause tourism benefits a lot from the 
isles Indian Ocean resources such as 
beautiful beaches and islands which 
also host world class hotels.

In his remarks after signing the 
agreement, Mponzi said the bank de-

cided to become part of the Spice Is-
lands tourism development because 
it forms the basis of the blue econo-
my, which is the focus of Zanzibar’s 
economic development blueprint.

“NMB Bank takes tourism 
development seriously and this 

is why we have been designing a 
number of solutions in an effort to 
push the sector’s rapid growth,” 
Mponzi said while adding that the 
Dar es Salaam based lender also 
understands that growth of the 
tourism sector will benefit the isles 

  HARARE

Zimbabwe has contracted British Vir-
gin Islands company Daedalus World 
Limited to collect taxes from e-com-
merce operators, digital advertisers, 
content platforms and sports betting 
outlets.

The Southern African country wants 
to increase state revenue and after its 
initial focus on telecommunications 
and mobile money, it has now turned 
its attention to e-commerce. In a public 
notice dated 19 January 2022, ICT Min-
ister Jenfan Muswere said Zimbabwe 
had entered into an agreement with 
Daedalus World Limited to assist with 
revenue collections from the new tax 
brackets.

The notice reads: “The Republic of 
Zimbabwe entered into a public-private 
partnership agreement with Daedalus 
World Limited of Tortola, British Vir-
gin Islands, in terms of which Daedalus 
World Limited will assist the Republic 
of Zimbabwe by providing a revenue 
collection service through taxing quali-
fying companies.”

It adds that businesses that provide 
“digital advertising, content, cloud com-
puting, e-commerce, gambling, betting, 
gaming and cryptocurrency services to 
persons and organisations within the 

territory of the Republic of Zimbabwe” 
would be targeted. The agreement, in 
line with Section 46 of the Zimbabwe 
Investment and Development Act, was 
signed last year and approved by Zim-
babwe’s Cabinet in November.

However, the notice did not provide 
a schedule of the taxation parameters 
or thresholds for targeted businesses. It 
is expected that the development will 
affect international content and digital 
advertising companies such as Google, 
YouTube and Facebook.

With COVID-19 enforcing closure of 
borders and movement restrictions, 
Zimbabweans had increasingly turned 
to e-commerce, pivoting on the use of 
virtual international credit and debit 
cards to make international payments.

Audit and accountancy firm BDO has 
previously commented on “payment 
of income tax on e-commerce” trans-
actions in Zimbabwe, saying “satellite 
broadcasting and electronic commerce 
services provided from outside Zimba-
bwe by non-resident persons are sub-
ject to Income tax at a flat rate of 5%” 
on turnover.  “Foreign providers of elec-
tronic services are required to register 
for VAT. In addition, foreign radio and 
TV broadcasting services are required 
to register for VAT,” the firm said in 
2021.

Digitalisation 

Zimbabwe government’s new plan to tax e-commerce

Zimbabwe ICT minister Jenfan Muswere. 

in a number of ways, including 
job creation and increased 
revenue.

Detailing what is contained in 
the deal, the NMB chief further 
noted that the bank will also 
streamline tourism operations 
by investing in digital channels 
in order to allow visitors pay 
the government digitally.

“The bank will distribute 
point of sale machines at all 
tourist attraction centres for 
easy collection of government 
revenue and allow tourists 
pay fees and levies directly 
through their Mastercard, Visa 
and UnionPay cards,” he noted 
adding that some 100 PoS are 
already being deployed to 
various tourism hotspots on 
the Isles. 

Many more PoS will be 
distributed across various 
hotels, restaurants, recreational 
centres and shops in an effort 
to ensure that a tourist does 
not need hard cash while 
in Zanzibar. Apart from the 
government, NMB’s digital 
payments channels have been 
deployed to members of the 
Hotel Association Zanzibar 
(HAZ) and Zanzibar Association 
of Tour Operators (ZATO).

  JOHANNESBURG 

Woolworths, Australian retail 
chain and grocery stores owner 
with operations in South Africa, ex-
pects its headline earnings for the 
half-year to December 26, to fall by 
between 30% and 40%, compared 
to the same period in the previous 
year.

The slump in profit earnings is 
attributed to civil unrest in South 
Africa and lockdown restrictions 
in Australia. According to the trad-
ing update, group turnover and 
concession sales for the 26 weeks 
decreased by 2.1% and by 0.3% in 
constant currency terms. Its note-
worthy, sales in the last six weeks of 
the period increased by 3.0%, and 
by 3.5% in constant currency terms.

“Trading momentum across all 
divisions except Fashion Beauty 
Home (FBH) improved over the last 

six weeks of the period supported 
by more targeted Black Friday pro-
motions, positive festive season 
trade, and the lifting of lockdown re-
strictions in Australia,” the company 
said. In a sign of the pressure on 
consumers in an economy that still 
bears scars from the Covid-19 out-
break, the food business, tradition-
ally a star performer, barely grew.

Its food business in South Af-
rica grew sales by 3.8% for the six 
months, accelerating its momentum 
to 5.8% in the last six weeks of the 
period. Sales in comparable stores 
grew by 2.8%, with price movement 
of 2.6% and underlying product in-
flation of 3.7%.

“Sales growth should be con-
sidered in the context of the high 
Covid-19 base in 2020, which ben-
efitted from increased home con-
sumption,” Woolworths said. On a 
two-year basis, sales have grown by 

a cumulative 15.2%, relative to the 
comparative 2019 period.

The food segment growth was 
propelled by rise in online sales 
which increased by 55.8%, contrib-
uting 3.1% of South African sales. 
This is up from 2.3% in the prior re-
porting period ended June 27, 2021, 
supported by the expanded Click-
and-Collect offering and the rollout 
of its on-demand delivery service, 
Woolies Dash.

Beefing up its delivery service, 
Woolworths recently embarked on 
a trial phase for use of electric panel 
vans as part of its online delivery 
fleet. Undertaken in partnership 
with renewable vehicle company 
Everlectric and logistics company 
DSV, the initiative move is in line 
with Woolworth’s vision of becom-
ing the most sustainable retailers in 
the world.



  GENEVA 

One of the world’s largest cof-
fee traders expects another year 
of shortages as drought and frost 
slash crop potential in top pro-
ducer Brazil.

Global production is expected 
to fall 1.4 million bags short of de-
mand in the season that starts in 
October in most countries, Volca-
fe, the coffee unit of commodities 
trader ED&F Man, said in a quar-
terly report seen by Bloomberg. 
That follows a record deficit of 11.2 
million bags in the current season.

The shortfall will be driven by 
Brazil, where the weather-hit ara-
bica crop is likely to be 17% smaller 
than previously expected, accord-
ing to the Swiss trader. That could 
add bullish impetus to prices that 
surged almost 80% last year, the 
biggest annual rally since 2010.

A recent survey carried out 
by Volcafe indicates that Brazil 
has the potential to produce 37.5 
million bags of arabica beans, 
the milder type favoured by 

Starbucks Corp. That’s down from 
a crop potential of 45 million 
bags forecast in September. It 
also represents a decline of 30% 
from 2020-21, the last time Brazil’s 
arabica trees entered the higher-
yielding half of a two-year cycle.

The smaller-than-expected crop 
in Brazil will prevent a build-up of 
stockpiles, something that usually 
happens during the higher-
yielding cycle, according to the 
report. The market will now need 
to rely on other coffee-producing 
countries “to boost supply and 
prevent further rationing by 
demand as it is doubtful that the 
market can sustain a third season 
of structural deficit” in 2023-24, 
Volcafe said.

Coffee consumption is expected 
to grow just 1% in 2021-22 and 0.7% 
the following season, down from a 
previous forecast of 1.5%, Volcafe 
estimates. Meeting that demand 
will mean a higher incorporation 
of the cheaper and more bitter ro-
busta variety into blends.
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Bank of Russia seeks to outlaw mining and trading of Crypto
Concern 
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TUESDAY 25 Jan
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6:40	 Kumekucha	
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8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habai za saa
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9:30       Soap: Uzalo
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10:00      Watoto wetu
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12:00      Al Jazeera
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21:00     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
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22:20	 Soap: Love to Death
23:00	 Habari	
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00:30	 Al Jazeera	
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WEDNESDAY 26 Jan 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Uzalo
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Uchumi wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30       Jarida la wanawake
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Soap: Love to Death
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
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18:00	 Jiji Letu 
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18:30     Igizo: Rebeca
19:00     Ijue Sheria	
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00      Aibu Yako
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23:00      Habari
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00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV
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6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habai za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
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10:00      Watoto wetu
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13:55     Habari za saa
14:00    Soap: Love to Death
14:55    Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
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18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
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19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
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23:00     Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV	
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5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
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7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
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9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Usafiri wako
10:55      Habari za saa
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12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni Nyumba rpt
13:30     Chetu ni Chetu rpt
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Chetu ni Chetu rpt
14:15	 Igizo: Rebeca rpt
15:00	 Meza Huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Jiji Letu
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19:00	 Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Uzalo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

SATURDAY 29 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	

10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:10	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
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13:30     Soap: Love to Death rpt
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16:15      Igizo: Rebeca
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18:00	 Jiji Letu	
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20:00	 Habari	
21:00     Igizo: Rebeca
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22:00	 ITV TOP 10
22:45     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:45	 Soap: Uzalo rpt	
01:15     DWTV	

SUNDAY 30 Jan
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:35	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Rebeca	
20:00	 Habari
21:00	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Reflexology
21:10	 Mizengwe 
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
00:00     Soap: Love to Death rpt
02:05	 Al jazeera
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  Mon 24 Jan
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 Al jazeera
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: Beats of Love
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

 
Tues  25 Jan
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 Al jazeera
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera
 
Wed 26 Jan 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 Al jazeera
12:00 Our Earth Rpt
12:30 Innovation Rpt  
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45	 Telenovela: Laws Of love
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  27Jan
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 Al jazeera
12:00 Our Earth rpt
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: Laws Of love
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the spotlight
19;30 Tanzania yetu
20:00	 Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Laws Of love 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  28 Jan
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Deutsche Welle
09:00 Al jazeera
12:00	 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30	 Dw News Africa rpt 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt Laws Of love 14:00	

Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
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8:55         Habari za saa
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10:00       Watoto wetu
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00       ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55        Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera News 
12:30  Igizo: Mtego rpt
12:55         Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:45  Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55        Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin 
14:55         Habari za saa
15:00    Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Aibu yako rpt
18:15    Mapishi
18:45 Kesho leo
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: Uzalo 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45 
22:00 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 4 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55         Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo
9:55         Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto wetu rpt
10:30 Jungu kuu rpt
10:55         Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55         Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30       Afya ya jamii
12:55        Habari za saa
13:00 DWTV: Kesho leo rpt 
13:30    Shika Bamba rpt 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru 
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:10 Yu wapi
18:15       Igizo: Mizengwe rpt
18:30       Uchumi na biashara
19:00 Jarida la wanawake
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00      
21:10 Kipindi Maalum: Tanzania Yetu
21:40 Chetu ni chetu
22:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00 Habari 
23:30 Telenovela: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:45    The Base
00:45 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

WEDNESDAY 5 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto Wetu rpt
10:30 Uchumi na biashara rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00 The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00 Al Jazeera 
12:30    Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Dakika 45 rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru 
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15    Mapishi
18:30 Ijue Sheria
19:00      Kipindi Maalum: TMDA 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo  
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:30 Kipindi Maalum: 
22:15  Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

THURSDAY 6 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30 Soap: Uzalo 
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00 Watoto
10:30       Shamba lulu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Ijue sheria rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00    Kipindi Maalum rpt: TMDA
13:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanzania Yetu
13:55       Habari za saa
14:15 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00       Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi rpt
18:30 Jagina
19:00 
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV 
  
FRIDAY 7 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:55        Habari za saa

9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30      Soap: Uzalo
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00    Watoto wetu rpt
10:30       
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00       The Base rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al jazeera
12:30 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00 Jagina rpt
13:30 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:15    Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
15:00 Meza Huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30       Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15       Mjue Zaidi rpt
19:00 Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: Uzalo
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00       Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

SATURDAY 8 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu 
10:00 Shika Bamba 5
10:30 Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo
13:00 Korean drama rpt: Jumong
13:45 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin
16:00 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20       Igizo: Mtego
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15 Korean drama: Jumong
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:00 Art and lifestyle 
21:30 ITV TOP 10
22:15      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:15 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30 DWTV 

SUNDAY 9 May
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: Uzalo rpt
11:40 Movie rpt: Bad Luck
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10
17:30 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Mtego 
20:00 Habari
21:00 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:05       
21:15 Mizengwe 
21:35 Mjue Zaidi
22:15 Bongo Movie: 
00:05 Telenovela rpt: (Piel Salvaje) Wild Skin

  CAPITAL 
Sat 01 May

08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie: All Good ones are Married( tape no:5620)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of  Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun 02 May
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Korean Drama rpt: The slave hunter
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00  In good shape rpt
13:30  Series rpt: Beats of Love
15:15  Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00  The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris
21:00 Shift
21:15 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
00:00 Al Jazeera

Mon 03 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00   Eco@Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  04 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30  Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30  Jagina rpt
20:00  Series: Beats of Love
20:45 Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30  Capital Prime 

22:00 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 05 May
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45  The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  06 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Turning the spotlight
19;30  Tanzania yetu
20:00 Series: Beats of Love
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 

Frid 07 May
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00  Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
12:00 Shamba  Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:30 Eco@Africa
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15  Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela: Lover her to death 
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 08 May
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Korean Drama rpt Iris
14:30  Telenovela rpt: Lover her to death
17:15 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15  Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Korean Drama: Iris 
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Movie : Deadly Season( tape no:0000)
23:00 Series rpt: Beats of Love
01:00  Al Jazeera

Slowdown 

Volcafe sees second 
year of coffee drop 
owing to droughts

  NEW YORK 

Netflix Inc. tumbled by the most 
since July 2012 as analysts down-
graded the streaming giant after 
it gave an outlook for subscriber 
additions that fell short of Wall 
Street’s expectations.

The selloff of 22% on Friday 
dragged the stock to the lowest 
level since April 2020. At least 
nine firms tracked by Bloomberg 
cut their recommendation on the 
stock after Netflix forecast adding 
just 2.5 million customers in the 
first quarter, compared with ana-
lysts’ expectations for 6.26 million 
additions.

Intensifying competition is be-

coming a “bigger problem now” 
for Netflix, Macquarie analyst Tim 
Nollen said in a report, downgrad-
ing the stock to a sell-equivalent 
rating. The subscriber outlook is 
disappointing, and contributes to 
an uncertain outlook, he said.

Post-earnings slumps aren’t new 
for Netflix investors, but Friday’s 
drop was the ugliest share-price re-
action in the session following re-
sults since after its second-quarter 
report in 2012, according to data 
compiled by Bloomberg. Shares 
have advanced on the day after 
earnings just twice out of the past 
12 quarters, excluding the most 
recent quarter, data compiled by 
Bloomberg show.

Netflix shares sink most since 
2012 in flurry of downgrades

Bank of Russia governor Elvira Nabiullina. 

 MOSCOW 

R
ussia’s central bank 
proposed a blanket 
ban on the use and 
creation of all cryp-

tocurrencies within one of the 
world’s biggest crypto-mining na-
tions, citing the dangers posed to 
the country’s financial system and 
environment.

Crypto bears the hallmarks of a 
pyramid scheme and undermines 
the sovereignty of monetary 
policy, the central bank said in a 
report Thursday. It also took aim 
at mining, which it said hurts the 
country’s green agenda, jeopard-
izes Russia’s energy supply and 
amplifies the negative effects of 
the spread of cryptocurrencies, 
creating incentives for circum-
venting attempts at regulation.

“Potential financial stability 
risks associated with cryptocur-
rencies are much higher for 
emerging markets, including in 
Russia,” the central bank said. 
Russia already bans the use of 
crypto to make payments and the 
central bank in December prohib-
ited mutual funds from investing 

in it. Thursday’s report called for 
individuals and businesses that 
flaunt the rules to be held to ac-
count, citing estimates that put 
Russian’s crypto trading turnover 
at about $5 billion a year.

Proposals would not apply to 
assets held abroad by Russians, 
Elizaveta Danilova, the central 
bank’s financial stability depart-
ment head, said at an online brief-
ing Thursday, adding that people 
with offshore exchange accounts 
will be able to trade crypto. While 
any ban would first need to be 
passed into law before taking ef-
fect, speaker of the lower house 
of parliament Vyacheslav Volodin 
said this week that creating a reg-
ulatory framework will be a pri-
ority in the State Duma’s spring 
session.

Russia is home to a thriving 
mining industry, which has be-
come an increasingly impor-
tant center after China labelled 
crypto-related transactions illicit 
financial activity and vowed to 
root out mining of digital assets. 
Crypto mining is energy-inten-
sive, requiring a large degree of 
computing power.

Brazilian coffee farmers who work with Volcafe. 

Russia became the world’s 
third biggest crypto miner last 
year, after the U.S. and Kazakh-
stan, according to Cambridge 
University data released in Octo-
ber. The largest facilities are lo-
cated in the country’s north and 
in Siberia, where the tempera-
tures are low and there is access 

to cheap power. BitRiver, Mines-
pot and BitCluster are among the 
biggest companies that provide 
services in the industry.

“We hope that this proposal 
will be discussed with the in-
dustry,” co-founder of BitClus-
ter Vitaliy Borschenko said by 
phone. “The central bank’s main 

concern is that cryptocur-
rency won’t be traded in 
Russia and crypto mining 
poses no risks in this re-
gard.”

The central bank’s posi-
tion on mining could face 
some resistance among 
lawmakers. Russia should 
regulate and tax min-
ing, but it shouldn’t be 
banned given the coun-
try’s competitive advan-
tages, Vladimir Gutenev, 
the head of the Duma’s 
industry committee and 
a member of the ruling 
United Russia party, told 
Interfax news agency. 
Meanwhile, neighbor Ka-
zakhstan — which also 
saw an influx of crypto 
mining after China’s ban, 
has been roiled by politi-
cal unrest and an energy 
squeeze — making it an 
unlikely spot for Russian 
miners who might seek a 
new home.

The news drew little re-
action in the crypto mar-
ket, with Bitcoin climb-

ing as much as 4.2%, in 
step with a rise in tech 
shares. “Bitcoin mining is 
certainly growing faster 
than whatever it is losing 
in these announcements. 
A good way to say it is the 
currency is more mature 
at this point,” David Tawil, 
president of ProChain 
Capital, said by phone. 
“Today, we’ve progressed 
far beyond this.”

Separate push
The central bank’s hard 

line against crypto dove-
tails with the position of 
Russia’s powerful security 
services, which also back a 
complete ban domestical-
ly to prevent it from being 
used to fund the country’s 
opposition, according to 
two people familiar with 
the issue. More than 7 tril-
lion rubles ($92 billion) of 
assets are held in about 17 
million cryptowallets in 
Russia, they said.

The Federal Security 
Service, or FSB, lobbied 
Governor Elvira Nabiulli-

na for a blanket ban as the 
hard-to-trace payments 
are increasingly used by 
Russians to donate to un-
desirable organizations, 
including media resourc-
es that have been labelled 
“foreign agents,” said the 
people, who asked not to 
be identified because the 
information is not public.

Opposition and media 
funding accounts for an 
insignificant fraction of 
crypto use in Russia but 
the security services are 
worried that it is a grow-
ing problem, they said. A 
spokesperson for the FSB 
didn’t respond to requests 
for comment.

“As for the FSB, the 
Bank of Russia has been 
saying for a long time that 
we consider the risks of 
cryptocurrencies to be 
high,” Danilova of the cen-
tral bank said Thursday. 
“This is our position. But 
at the same time, we are 
pleased if other organs 
share it.”
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WORLD
GENEVA

On the last day of the World Economic 
Forum’s (WEF) “Davos Agenda 2022” 
virtual event, the leaders of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Eu-
ropean Central Bank (ECB) discussed the 
future of the global economy and called 
for urgent policy actions to ensure an eq-
uitable recovery.

During the WEF’s week-long dialogue 
that began on Jan. 17, several heads of 
state and government, cabinet ministers, 
ambassadors, heads or senior officials of 
international organizations, chief execu-
tive officers and other leaders reflected 
on the forum’s theme-setting Agenda on 
the “State of the World” and discussed 
the critical challenges facing the world 
today. 

In the “Global Economic Outlook” ses-
sion on Friday, the IMF’s Managing Direc-
tor Kristalina Georgieva emphasized that 
“The response to the pandemic crisis has 
been anything but orthodox. 

In a highly coordinated fashion, the 
world’s central banks and financial au-
thorities have prevented the world from 
falling into yet another great depres-

sion.” “We have to be data-driven and we 
have to be flexible. 

If I were to offer policymakers a new 
year’s resolution, it would be policy flex-
ibility,” she stressed. Georgieva contin-
ued: “On the positive side, we anticipate 
the recovery to continue. 

But it is losing some momentum and 
it is faced with the renewal of infections, 
on top of that the much more persistent 
than anticipated inflation, and on top of 
it all the record-high global debt levels at 
226 trillion U.S. dollars.”

In its December 2021 update of the 
Global Debt Database, the Washington 
D.C.-based IMF said that global debt rose 
by 28 percentage points to 256 percent of 
gross domestic product (GDP) in 2020. In 
its World Economic Outlook issued in Oc-
tober last year, the IMF projected the global 
economy to grow 5.9 percent in 2021 and 
4.9 percent in 2022.

 For China, it forecast a GDP growth rate 
of eight percent in 2021 and 5.6 percent in 
2022. The IMF is set to release an update of 
the World Economic Outlook on Jan. 25. 

Georgieva also warned of a growing di-
vide and divergence between countries: 
“Conditions in countries are very differ-

IMF, ECB leaders voice concern over volatile 
global economic outlook at WEF meeting

New Zealand Ardern cancels her 
wedding amid new Omicron curbs

	
	

GENEVA

The top US and Russian 
diplomats made no major 
breakthrough at talks on 
Ukraine on Friday but agreed 
to keep talking to try to re-
solve a crisis that has stoked 
fears of a military conflict.

But both said they were 
open to further dialogue, and 
US Secretary of State Antony 
Blinken saw grounds to hope 
that mutual security con-
cerns could be addressed.

“Based on the conversa-
tions we’ve had – the exten-
sive conversations – over the 
past week and today here 
in Geneva I think there are 
grounds for and a means to 
address some of the mutual 
concerns that we have about 
security,” Blinken said. 

He described the talks 
as “frank and substantive”, 
while Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov said the ball 
was in Washington’s court.

Describing the meeting 
as open and useful, Lavrov 
said Moscow would under-
stand whether talks were on 
the right track once it had 

received a written response 
to its sweeping security de-
mands from the United States.

“I can’t tell you if we’re on 
the right track or the wrong 
track. We’ll understand this 
when we receive the Ameri-
can response on paper to all 
the points in our proposal,” 
Lavrov said.

Russia’s demands include 
a halt to NATO’s eastward 
expansion and a pledge that 
Ukraine will never be allowed 
to join the Western military 
alliance.

Blinken said he expected to 
share with Russia “our con-
cerns and ideas in more de-
tail and in writing next week” 
and said he and Lavrov had 
“agreed to further discus-
sions after that”.

Russia and the United 
States could hold another 
meeting next month to dis-
cuss Moscow’s demands for 
security guarantees, Russia’s 
RIA news agency quoted a 
source in the Russian delega-
tion as saying.

Lavrov said Russia had wor-
ries of its own, “not about in-
vented threats, but real facts 

that no one hides – pumping 
Ukraine with weapons, send-
ing hundreds of western mili-
tary instructors”.

Asked about the possibility 
of a summit between Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and US 

President Joe Biden, Lavrov 
was circumspect.

“Let’s not get ahead of our-
selves, President Putin is al-
ways ready for contacts with 
President Biden, it’s clear 
these contacts need to be se-

riously prepared,” he said.
Blinken’s deputy, Wendy 

Sherman, and Lavrov’s dep-
uty, Sergei Ryabkov, also met 
in Geneva last week, without 
a breakthrough.

		  Agencies

US and Russia agree to keep talking after meeting on Ukraine

South Africa gets 750 million USD loan from World Bank for fighting COVID-19
JOHANNESBURG

 The World Bank has ap-
proved a loan of 750 million 
U.S. dollars to South Africa to 
fight COVID-19, said the na-
tional treasury on Friday.

The national treasury said 
the development policy loan 
(DPL) would help tackle COV-
ID-19, protect the poor and 
vulnerable from the adverse 
socioeconomic impacts of 
the pandemic and support a 

resilient and sustainable eco-
nomic recovery. 

“The World Bank budget 
support is coming at a criti-
cal time for us and will con-
tribute toward addressing 
the financing gap stemming 
from additional spending 
in response to the COVID-19 
crisis. 

It will assist in addressing 
the immediate challenge of 
financing critical health and 
social safety net programs 

while also continuing to de-
velop our economic reform 
agenda to build back better,” 
said Dondo Mogajane, the 
director-general of the Na-
tional Treasury.

The World Bank Country 
Director for South Africa 
Marie Francoise Marie-Nel-
ly said the loan is part of 
the bank’s program to help 
stimulate investment and 
job creation. “With this DPL, 
we have partnered with 

the government to provide 
much-needed relief from the 
impacts of the most serious 
economic crisis South Af-
rica has experienced in the 
past 90 years while tackling 
long-standing challenges to 
growth and development. 

This support aims to put 
the country on a more re-
silient and inclusive growth 
path by leveraging South Af-
rica’s strength to mitigate the 
effects of the COVID-19 crisis 

through their strong social 
safety net and by advancing 
critical economic reforms,” 
she said.  Xinhua

NEW YORK

A wave of Omicron cases may be 
cresting in the northeastern United 
States, but the number of COVID-19 
patients is at a record high and 
climbing, overwhelming hospitals 
whose staffs have been hollowed out 
by the coronavirus, major U.S. news 
portals have reported.

Public health leaders warn that 
while the number of Americans 
getting infected every day remains 
dangerously high, “there is no guar-
antee that the population is building 
enough natural immunity to hasten 
the day the virus becomes a manage-
able part of daily life,” said The New 
York Times on Tuesday.

Anthony Fauci, U.S. top infectious 
disease expert, was asked on Mon-
day at the online World Economic 
Forum whether this might be the 
year when that happens. “I would 
hope that that’s the case,” he said, 
“but that would only be the case if 
we don’t get another variant that 
eludes the immune response.”

U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Mur-
thy expressed a similar note of cau-
tion Sunday on CNN, saying that 
despite apparent Omicron peaks 
in pockets of the Northeast, much 
of the country isn’t there yet. “We 
shouldn’t expect a national peak in 
the next coming days,” he said. “The 
next few weeks will be tough.”

Meanwhile, Pfizer chief executive 

officer Albert Bourla predicted that 
“we will soon be able to resume a 
normal life,” given pandemic miti-
gation measures including tests 
and vaccines. But he also said that 
doesn’t mean an end to the corona-
virus. “We’ve had so many surprises 
since the start of the pandemic,” he 
said. 

MIXED SCENARIO

New York’s battle against the Omi-
cron COVID-19 variant continues to 
head in the right direction follow-
ing the dramatic surge in the midst 
of the holiday season, with numbers 
seemingly leveling off of late and of-
ficials seeing a possible light at the 
end of the tunnel, reported NBC on 

Monday.
Hospitalizations held steady on 

Sunday, staying under 12,000 for 
the second consecutive day, the first 
time that has happened in more 
than a week; the number of ICU pa-
tients went down, and there were 
1,000 more discharges than on Sat-
urday, according to state data.

As for cases overall, there were 
just over 204,000 tests conducted 
statewide on Sunday, with a positiv-
ity rate of 13.12 percent, slightly up 
from the day before (12.9 percent), 
but still lower than any other day 
since Christmas.

Meanwhile, on the West Coast, 
U.S. Los Angeles County on Monday 
reported 31,576 new COVID-19 cases, 

nearly 10 times the 3,360 new daily 
cases reported on Dec. 17, 2021, said 
the Los Angeles County Department 
of Public Health.

The department also reported 27 
additional deaths from COVID-19 on 
Monday, bringing the county’s accu-
mulative caseload and death toll to 
2,289,045 and 28,086, respectively. 

CONTRADICTORY RESULTS
The promise of at-home tests to 

tell people whether they are infec-
tious has been undercut by prelimi-
nary data that suggests some of the 
rapid tests may be less sensitive to 
the now-dominant Omicron variant, 
reported The Washington Post on 
Tuesday.

Studies suggest they detect infec-
tions most reliably two to five days 
after exposure in people with high 
viral loads who are experiencing 
symptoms, which is why people are 
urged to take the tests serially. But 
even then, they are not foolproof.

“And for those who have taken 
pains to find out whether their snif-
fle and sore throat might be harbin-
gers of COVID-19 to protect others, 
contradictory test results are often 
dismaying,” said the report.

The U.S. Food and Drug Adminis-
tration acknowledged the issue on 
Dec. 28, noting that “early data sug-
gests that antigen tests do detect the 
Omicron variant but may have re-
duced sensitivity.” Xinhua

SYDNEY

New Zealand Prime 
Minister Jacinda Ardern 
has cancelled her wedding 
as the nation imposes new 
restrictions to slow the com-
munity spread of the COV-
ID-19 Omicron variant, she 
told reporters yesterday.

New Zealand will impose 
mask rules and limit gather-
ing from midnight on Sunday after a cluster of nine COV-
ID-19 Omicron cases showed community spread from the 
North to South islands after a wedding. 

A family returned to Nelson in the South Island by plane 
after attending a wedding and other events in Auckland in 
the North Island. The family and a flight attendant tested 
positive.

New Zealand will move to a red setting under its COV-
ID-19 protection framework, with more mask wearing. In-
door hospitality settings such as bars and restaurants and 
events like weddings will be capped at 100 people. The 
limit is lowered to 25 people if venues are not using vac-
cine passes, Arden said.

“My wedding will not be going ahead,” she told report-
ers, adding she was sorry for anyone caught up in a similar 
scenario. Ardern had not disclosed her wedding date, but 
it was rumored to be imminent.

Asked by reporters how she felt about the cancellation 
of her wedding to longtime partner and fishing-show host 
Clarke Gayford, Ardern replied: “Such is life.”

She added, “I am no different to, dare I say it, thousands 
of other New Zealanders who have had much more dev-
astating impacts felt by the pandemic, the most gutting 
of which is the inability to be with a loved one sometimes 
when they are gravely ill. That will far, far outstrip any sad-
ness I experience.”

New Zealand’s borders have been shut to foreigners 
since March 2020. The government pushed back plans for 
a phased reopening from mid-January to the end of Febru-
ary out of concern about a potential Omicron outbreak as 
in neighbouring Australia.

People able to travel to New Zealand under narrow ex-
ceptions must apply to stay at state-managed quarantine 
facilities. The government last week stopped issuing any 
new slots amid a surge in the number of people arriving 
with Omicron.

About 94 percent of New Zealand’s population over the 
age of 12 is fully vaccinated and about 56 percent of those 
eligible have had booster shots.

US health officials caution against optimism over COVID-19 peak

IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva

ent. We cannot anymore have the same 
policy everywhere, it has to be country-
specific.  That makes our job in 2022 so 
much more complicated.” “My main 
message here is to recognize that the 
world must spend the billions necessary 
to contain COVID in order to gain tril-
lions in output as a result,” she stressed.

On inflation, Christine Lagarde, presi-
dent of the European Central Bank, said 
she did not expect to see a similar rise as 
in the United States, although the con-
sumer price index in the eurozone hit 
a new record high of five percent in De-
cember last year, mainly triggered by the 
soaring energy prices in Europe.

 “In Europe, we are not seeing inflation 
spiral out of control. We assume energy 
prices will stabilize from the middle of 
2022, bottlenecks will also stabilize in 
2022 and gradually inflation numbers 
will decline.” 

The consumer price index in the U.S. 

rose seven percent in December from 
a year earlier, which was the largest 
12-month increase since 1982, according 
to the U.S. Labor Department. 

“When I look at the labor market, we 
are not experiencing anything like The 
Great Resignation, and our employment 
participation numbers are getting very 
close to the pre-pandemic level,” she 
said.  Lagarde also said that core infla-
tion, a measure that excludes transitory 
or temporary price volatility, is at 5.5 per-
cent in the U.S. and at 2.6 percent in the 
eurozone. 

However, she stressed that “In Europe, 
we are unlikely to face the kind of in-
flation increases that the U.S. market 
has faced.” “More recently, we have 
learned the lesson of humility, the 
ECB, IMF, OECD and others all under-
estimated the recovery, the employ-
ment participation and, obviously, 
inflation,” she said.

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken greets Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov before their meeting, 
on Saturday in Geneva, Switzerland. AP

OTTAWA

Pfizer Inc Chief Executive Albert Bourla said on Satur-
day that an annual COVID-19 vaccine would be preferable 
to more frequent booster shots in fighting the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Pfizer/BioNtech’s COVID-19 vaccine has shown to be effec-
tive against severe disease and death caused by the heavily-
mutated Omicron variant but less effective in preventing 
transmission.

 With cases soaring, some countries have expanded 
COVID-19 vaccine booster programs or shortened the gap 
between shots as governments scramble to shore up protec-
tion. 

In an interview with Israel’s N12 News, Bourla was asked 
whether he sees booster shots being administered every four 
to five months on a regular basis.

“This will not be a good scenario. What I’m hoping (is) that 
we will have a vaccine that you will have to do once a year,” 
Bourla said.

“Once a year - it is easier to convince people to do it. It is 
easier for people to remember.

“So from a public health perspective, it is an ideal situation. 
We are looking to see if we can create a vaccine that covers 
Omicron and doesn’t forget the other variants and that could 
be a solution,” Bourla said.

Bourla has said Pfizer could be ready to file for approval for 
a redesigned vaccine to fight Omicron, and mass produce it, 
as soon as March.

Citing three studies, the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) said on Friday that a third dose of an 
mRNA vaccine is key to fighting Omicron, providing 90 per-
cent protection against hospitalization.

A preliminary study published by Israel’s Sheba Medical 
Center on Monday found that a fourth shot increases anti-
bodies to even higher levels than the third but was likely not 
enough to fend off Omicron. Nonetheless, a second booster 
was still advised for risk groups, Sheba said.

				                              Agencies

Pfizer CEO sees annual virus jab 
rather than frequent boosters

The World Bank 
budget support is 
coming at a critical 
time for us and 
will contribute 
toward addressing 
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MOSCOW

Moscow expects provocations from the 
United States and the US-led Kiev regime, 
without excluding military provocations, 
Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman 
Maria Zakharova said on Saturday.

“We are expecting provocations from 
the US and the Kiev regime led by them, 
both informational and, it cannot be 
ruled out, military ones,” she wrote on 
her Telegram channel. “They may do it, 
especially since they have a plenty of ex-
perience.”

Zakharova (pictured) focused attention 
on the Bloomberg publication, which 
cited “one diplomat in Beijing,” claiming 
that Chinese President Xi Jinping had al-
legedly asked Russian President Vladimir 
Putin not to invade Ukraine during the 
Olympic Games, which Beijing hosts on 
February 4-20, “in order not to ruin the 
celebration.”

“It is no longer a fake, but already a spe-
cial information operation by US respec-
tive agencies through Bloomberg,” the 
diplomat said.

The Russian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person noted ironically that “a diplomat 
in China” is actually Americans.

“No one who was supposed or who 
was likely to have this information was 
approached by ‘Bloomberg undercover 
journalists’ for confirmation. Although 
Bloomberg used to abide by a ‘golden 
rule’ in the old and not so evil days that at 
least two, or even three, verified sources 
should confirm the information ob-
tained,” she said.

“I understand that, in the US media’s 
version, Russia should have ‘invaded’ 

[Ukraine] a long time ago,” Zakharova con-
tinued ironically. “But we have never ‘in-
vaded.’ 

By their logic, it is the perfect moment - 
the Olympics in China, which the US media 
have been smearing for months at Wash-
ington’s behest. 

Bloomberg mixes the two topics and 
shoots, but misses. Since everyone will re-
member now who does like to commit acts 
of aggression during the Olympic Games in 
China,” she said.

The diplomat recalled that Georgia’s at-
tack on South Ossetia took place in the 
run-up to the Beijing Summer Olympics in 
August 2008.

The West and Kiev have recently been 
spreading allegations about Russia’s poten-
tial ‘invasion’ of Ukraine. Kremlin Spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov castigated these claims 
as “empty and unfounded”, serving as a 
ploy to escalate tensions, pointing out that 
Russia did not pose any threat whatsoever 
to anyone. 

However, Peskov did not rule out the pos-
sibility of provocations aimed at justifying 
such allegations and warned that attempts 
to use military force to resolve the crisis in 
southeastern Ukraine would have serious 
consequences.

By He Yin

Chinese President Xi Jinping attended 
and addressed the 2022 World Economic 
Forum (WEF) virtual session in Beijing on 
Jan. 17, providing China’s answers to the 
question of how to beat the pandemic and 
how to build the post-COVID world from 
the perspectives of history and philosophy.

He elaborated upon the right direction 
in which the international community can 
work jointly to defeat the pandemic, the ulti-
mate solution to promoting steady recovery 
of the world economy, practical approach 
to bridging the development divide and 
suggestions for countries to get along with 
each other.

His remarks showed China’s firm deter-
mination to work together with the rest of 
the world to survive the trying times and 
jointly create a better post-COVID world.

“As a Chinese saying goes, ‘The mo-
mentum of the world either flourishes or 
declines; the state of the world either pro-
gresses or regresses.’ The world is always 
developing through the movement of con-
tradictions; without contradiction, nothing 
would exist. The history of humanity is a his-
tory of achieving growth by meeting various 
tests and of developing by overcoming vari-
ous crises. We need to move forward by fol-
lowing the logic of historical progress, and 
develop by riding the tide of development 
of our times,” said Xi at the virtual session.

Xi’s insightful remarks embody the scien-
tific methodology of dialectical materialism, 
providing important guidance for grasping 
the trend of history and riding the waves of 
the times in the turbulent international situ-
ation.

Klaus Schwab, founder and executive 
chairman of the WEF, believes that Xi’s 
speech pointed the way to a better future 
for China and the world.

In the face of profound and extensive 
changes of the times, countries can only see 
clearly the right direction for human society 
through the “telescope” of history.

Xi’s calls on world to work together for better 
post-COVID world at virtual Davos meeting

Russia does not rule out military provocations 
from US, Kiev regime, says diplomat 

DAMASCUS 

The Syrian Foreign Ministry on Sat-
urday accused the US forces and its 
allied Kurdish-led Syrian Democratic 
Forces (SDF) of committing acts that 
left civilians killed in Syria’s northeast-
ern province of Raqqa, according to the 
state news agency SANA.

In a statement following the chaos in 
Hasakah that resulted from the escape 
attempt of Islamic State (IS) militants 
from a Kurdish-controlled prison and 
the US airstrikes that ensued, the Syr-
ian ministry said the US Air Force has 
committed “barbaric” acts, leaving in-
nocent civilians, including women and 
children, killed. 

The ministry said the chaos and the 
clashes between the IS militants and 
the SDF amid the airstrikes of the US 
forces had forced thousands of civil-
ians to flee their homes in Kurdish-con-

trolled areas to government-controlled 
ones in Hasakah.

The fleeing civilians received proper 
treatment upon reaching the govern-
ment-controlled areas, it noted.

The ministry also reiterated its de-
mand for the withdrawal of the US 
forces from Syria, especially after the 
targeting of civilians during the hunt for 
the fleeing IS militants.

On Thursday, the IS attacked a Kurd-
ish-run prison in Syria’s northeastern 
province of Hasakah in an attempt to 
free IS inmates. Around 80 inmates 
managed to escape, positioning in near-
by buildings, an incident that triggered 
clashes and airstrikes by the US forces.

Hasakah province is largely con-
trolled by the US-backed SDF, with 
certain areas, particularly in the city of 
Qamishli, still under the control of the 
Syrian government.

			   Agencies

Syria condemns US airstrikes in Hasakah

create a better future with ac-
tions.

Crises and opportuni-
ties are interconnected and 
dialectically united. Only 
by figuring out the way for-
ward, grasping the general 
trend, observing the situation 
through dialectical thinking, 
gaining a deep understand of 
opportunities and challenges 
and actively creating condi-
tions can countries turn cri-
ses into opportunities.

Since the outbreak of CO-
VID-19, people from various 
countries have supported 
and helped each other, show-
ing humankind’s courage, 
resolve and compassion in 
front of a major crisis and kin-
dling a flame in the dark hour.

To build a better post-CO-
VID world, the international 
community also needs to 
join hands to surmount all 
kinds of obstacles on the way 
forward with courage and 
strong will.

Throughout the history 
of humanity, human society 
has managed to progress no 
matter what kinds of risks, 
disasters or countercurrents 
were along the way. Human-
ity shall and will continue to 
stride forward.

As long as various parties 
follow the trend of history, 
embrace cooperation to de-
feat the virus, resolve various 
risks, bridge the develop-
ment divide, and discard 
Cold War mentality, the in-
ternational community will 
certainly create a better post-
COVID world.

	        People’s Daily

BEIJING

The year 2021 was a tough 
one for Europe as the conflict 
between the European Union 
(EU) and Poland deepened, 
the rift between Europe and 
America grew, and talks 
between the West and Rus-
sia ended without a break-
through.

A bumpy road awaits for 
Europe in 2022 with plenty of 
unresolved issues, including 
EU integration and strategic 
autonomy.

GLOOMY INTEGRATION
EU integration has en-

countered several obstacles 
in 2021. Poland challenged 
the primacy of EU law and 
far-right forces raised their 
heads, all of which test the 
bloc’s cohesion. 

In the new year, the dispute 
between Poland and the EU 
over “laws primacy” may con-
tinue. 

Poland and Hungary hold 
the idea that the national con-
stitution takes precedence 
over some EU laws, while the 
Netherlands and Belgium 
support the primacy of EU 
law. 

As tensions between the 

two sides escalate, some Eu-
ropean media even envis-
aged Poland exiting the EU. 
France’s presidential election 
is scheduled for April 2022. 
Incumbent President Emma-
nuel Macron is currently lead-
ing in opinion polls though he 
has yet to formally declare his 
candidacy.

 In the election campaign, 
Macron could face a signifi-
cant challenge from Marine 
Le Pen, head of the far-right 
National Rally.

Italy is scheduled to hold 
a presidential election in 
January 2022. Mario Draghi, 
prime minister and former 
head of the European Cen-
tral Bank, is seen as the most 
likely candidate for the presi-
dency because of his high po-
litical prestige. 

However, if Draghi be-
comes president, a new chal-
lenge may emerge. The need 
to choose a new prime minis-
ter may stir up Italian politics 
and bring fresh uncertainties 
to the European integration 
process, with several political 
parties in the Italian parlia-
ment, including Eurosceptic 
forces.

CONFINED STRATEGIC 

AUTONOMY
A series of U.S. moves vexed 

Europe in 2021: days after its 
hasty withdrawal from Af-
ghanistan, the United States 
inked a security pact with 
Britain and Australia, barely 
consulting the EU; tech gi-
ants from America monopo-
lized European digital mar-
kets; and Washington used 
Ukraine to test the nerve of 
EU-Russia relations for the 
sake of its own hegemony. 

The EU has an increasing 
desire for strategic autonomy, 
with Germany’s new govern-
ment pledging to make Eu-
rope “strong and sovereign,” 
a desire later echoed by Ma-
cron as Paris assumed the 
bloc’s rotating presidency. Yet it 
lacks the willingness to shed de-
pendence on the United States. 

Calling strategic autonomy 
“an ideal goal,” Feng Zhong-
ping, director of the Institute 
of European Studies at the Chi-
nese Academy of Social Scienc-
es, told Xinhua that the EU will 
continue its policies regarding 
the United States in 2022, and 
maintain tensions with Russia 
in order to keep Washington 
happy.

On the other hand, internal 
splits threaten any hope of stra-

tegic autonomy. 
While the “old Europe” guard 

like France and Germany yearn 
for independent defense and 
de-escalation with Russia, most 
of the “new” states, such as the 
Baltic countries, remain hawk-
ish on Moscow and turn to U.S.-
led NATO for support.

PROMISING RELATIONS 
WITH CHINA

In 2021, the comprehensive 
strategic partnership between 

Europe and China flourished 
despite challenges. 

The two sides’ economic 
interests are closely inter-
twined, with annual trade 
volume expected to exceed 
800 billion U.S. dollars. 

China and the EU reached 
broad consensus on such 
areas as multilateralism and 
global governance, and saw 
promising results jointly ad-
dressing climate change and 
fighting COVID-19. 

Still, there was plenty of 
European interference in 
China’s internal affairs in-
cluding Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and Xinjiang. Ignoring other 
EU members, Lithuania bla-
tantly violated the one-Chi-
na principle.

Feng underlined the resil-
ience in China-Europe prac-
tical cooperation, saying 
that 2022 will be a year for 
both sides to manage differ-
ences and expand coopera-

tion. 
The Chinese market is 

indispensable to Europe’s 
economic recovery, he said, 
adding that the European 
side needs to join hands 
with China on global govern-
ance and other issues. 

According to analysts, 
enhancing win-win coop-
eration between China and 
Europe stands to benefit the 
entire world.  

		        Xinhua

With external and internal pressures mounting, Europe ushers in challenging 2022

Although the once-in-a-century pan-
demic has created many obstacles to the 
communication between peoples of dif-
ferent countries, facts have shown once 
again that countries are not riding sepa-
rately in some 190 small boats, but are 
rather all in a giant ship on which their 
shared destiny hinges. Only through co-
operation can they usher in a brighter 
future.

The recovery and development of the 
world economy are faced with many 
constraints, but economic globalization 
has never and will not veer off course. 
Only by building an open world econo-
my can countries fully unleash the vital-
ity of the world economy.

Although problems like a widening 
North-South gap, divergent recovery 
trajectories, development fault-lines 
and technology divisions  become more 
prominent, mankind’s beautiful dream 
of common development will never 
fade. Only by adhering to a people-cen-
tered philosophy of development can 
countries realize balanced development 
worldwide and revitalize global develop-
ment.

Despite the resurgence of Cold War 
mentality, protectionism and unilateral-

ism, peaceful development and win-win 
cooperation remain the right way for-
ward for humanity. Different countries 
and civilizations can open up new space 
for global peaceful development only 
by prospering together on the basis of 
respect for each other, and seeking com-
mon ground and win-win outcomes by 
setting aside differences.

In the face of the profound and sweep-
ing changes of the times, the internation-
al community must forge ahead with 
confidence and fortitude and push the 
wheel of history toward a brighter future 
with practical actions.

To take the initiative in the course of 
history, countries must pluck up the 
courage to overcome stubborn resis-
tance and strong countercurrents along 
the way for a better future.

“We need to learn from comparing 
long history cycles, and see the change 
in things through the subtle and minute. 
We need to foster new opportunities 
amidst crises, open up new horizons 
on a shifting landscape, and pool great 
strength to go through difficulties and 
challenges,” Xi said at the event. 

He encouraged the international com-
munity to face the issues of the times and 

DHAKA

Bangladesh on Friday 
closed all schools and colleges for 
two weeks to counter an “alarm-
ing” rise in COVID-19 infections, 
just four months after ending a 
1-1/2 year school closure imposed 
due to coronavirus.

The south Asian country re-
ported 11,434 new cases on Fri-
day, the biggest single-day jump 
since Aug 9, pushing the positiv-
ity rate to 28.5 percent. 

“We are seeing an uptick in in-
fections in schools and colleges. 
This is really alarming,” Health 
Minister Zahid Maleque told re-
porters.

He added that public gather-
ings like political rallies and re-
ligious functions involving more 
than 100 people had been pro-
hibited, although the duration 

of the ban was not immediately 
clear.

The healthcare system would 
be overwhelmed if the situation 
deteriorates further, Maleque 
said, adding more than a third of 

the hospital beds in the capital, 
Dhaka, have already been occu-
pied by coronavirus patients.

Bangladesh has so far admin-
istered at least 151 million doses 
of vaccine since an inoculation 

drive began a year ago, with 47 
percent of the population having 
had two shots.

Booster shots are adminis-
tered to people over the age of 
60 and healthcare and frontline 
workers.

The authorities have so far in-
oculated 2.89 million children 
aged 12-17 years.

Schools in Bangladesh reo-
pened in September after one 
and half years, one of the world’s 
longest coronavirus shutdowns.

It can take days to confirm the 
strain of a virus through genom-
ic sequencing, and Bangladesh 
has so far confirmed 62 Omicron 
cases. Since the pandemic first 
swept into Bangladesh in March 
2020, the country has recorded 
1,664,616 cases, including 28,192 
deaths.

		         Agencies

Bangladesh shuts schools as coronavirus cases surge

Chinese President Xi Jinping

The EU flags fly at half-mast as a tribute to European Parliament President David Sassoli, outside the European Commission in Brussels, 
Belgium, Jan. 11, 2022. (Xinhua/Zheng Huansong)

Students arrive to attend their classes at the Rajuk Uttara Model College in 
Dhaka on Sept 12, 2021, as Bangladesh schools reopened after 18 months 
in one of the world’s longest shutdowns due to the COVID-19 pandemic. File 
photo

Kurdish security forces deploy in Syria’s northern city of Hasakah yesterday, amid ongo-
ing fighting for a third day with the Islamic State group. AFP
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Why the regional stadiums’ scenario is a 
disaster for our soccer prospects overall 

 MELBOURNE, Australia

RAFAEL Nadal finally got the better 
of a crazy, long tiebreaker and knew 
he’d won half the battle.

After saving four set points and miss-
ing with the first six of his own, Nadal 
finally clinched a tiebreaker that lasted 
28 minutes and 40 seconds to set him-
self on course to secure a spot in the 
Australian Open quarterfinals for a 
14th time.

After his 7-6 (14), 6-2, 6-2 fourth-
round victory over fellow left-hander 
Adrian Mannarino on Sunday, Nadal is 
potentially just three wins away from a 
men’s record 21st Grand Slam singles 
title.

He later reflected on a tiebreaker 
where momentum swung wildly; where 
chants of “Let’s go Rafa, Let’s go!” rang 
out; where a point was decided on a 
25-shot rally with both players scram-
bling at full stretch; and which ended 
only when Nadal volleyed from deep in 
the court and Mannarino’s reflex reply 
skewed wide.

“Well, you know, I played a couple,” 
he said, smiling, in reference to long 
tiebreakers. “But, yeah, (it was) a crazy 
one, chances for both. And, yeah, lucky 
to win that tiebreak at the end, no?

“Half of the match in the tiebreak, 
without a doubt.”

Nadal will next play Denis 
Shapovalov, the 22-year-old Canadian 
who finished off a 6-3, 7-6 (5), 6-3 win 
over Olympic gold medalist Zverev 
on Margaret Court Arena less than an 
hour later to reach the last eight in Aus-
tralia for the first time.

Nadal is now tied with John New-
combe in second spot on the all-time 
list for most quarterfinals in Australia, 
one behind Roger Federer’s 15.

It’s also the Spaniard’s 45th time into 
the last eight at a Grand Slam tourna-
ment, which is third on the all-time be-
hind Federer (58) and Novak Djokovic 
(51).

He shares the men’s record of 20 ma-
jor titles with Federer and Djokovic. 
But he’s the only one of the trio play-
ing in this tournament. Nine-time Aus-
tralian Open champion Djokovic was 
deported on the eve of the tournament 
because he didn’t meet Australia’s strict 
COVID-19 vaccination rules. Federer is 
recovering from injury.

Mannarino, who didn’t finish his 
4-hour, 38-minute four-set, third-round 
win over No. 18 Aslan Karatsev until af-
ter 2 a.m. on Saturday and appeared to 
be hampered at times by an abdominal 
or upper leg injury, threw everything 
at Nadal in the opening set on Rod 
Laver Arena, where temperatures ap-
proached 33 Celsius (91 F).

“After first set I couldn’t really fight 
against Rafa,” said the 33-year-old No. 
69-ranked Mannarino. “You know, he 
was playing too well for me not to be 
100%. The second and third set just 
went all the way for Rafa, so that’s it.”

The first set lasted 85 minutes, in-
cluding the ’breaker, but after getting 
early breaks in the second and third 

sets the match was over in 2 hours, 40 
minutes.

“I’m very happy I survived that first 
set, without a doubt,” said the sixth-
seeded Nadal, who saved one of the 
only two breakpoint chances he faced, 
and converted five of 17. “That crazy 
first set was so important.”

The No. 14-seeded Shapovalov spent 
almost 11 hours on court through the 
first three rounds, winning twice in 
four sets and once in five, and was 
surprised by the relative speed of his 
2-hour, 21-minute win over Zverev.

“Probably the one I least expected 
to finish in three,” he said. “Definitely 
happy with where the game is at. I 
played pretty smart today.”

Shapovalov reached the U.S. Open 
quarterfinals in 2020 and was a semi-
finalist at Wimbledon last year, his 
career-best run to date at a major. He’ll 
have to step it up against one of the 
greatest in the game to again reach the 
final four.

“It’s always an honor to go up against 
a guy like Rafa,” Shapovalov said. “It’s 
always fun. Always going to be a battle 
against him.”

In the women’s draw, French Open 
champion Barbora Krejcikova breezed 
to a 6-2, 6-2 win over two-time Austra-
lian Open champion Victoria Azarenka 
to reach the quarterfinals for the third 
time in four Grand Slam events.

The fourth-seeded Krejcikova will 
next play Madison Keys, who reached 
the semifinals in Australia in 2015 and 
was runner-up at the 2017 U.S. Open.

Keys overpowered eighth-seeded 
Paula Badosa 6-3, 6-1 in the first of the 
fourth-round matches on Day 7 at Rod 
Laver Arena.

The 26-year-old American, who beat 
2020 Australian Open champion Sofia 
Kenin in the first round, hit 26 win-
ners and made only 18 unforced errors 
against Badosa to continue her unbeat-
en start to 2022. She claimed her sixth 
career title at a tune-up tournament in 
Adelaide last week.

Krejcikova went into her match 
against Azarenka believing the former 
32-year-old, former No. 1-ranked player 
from Belarus was the favorite to win.

But the 2012 and 2013 champion 
made 28 unforced errors and dropped 
five service games, and it was all over 
in 85 minutes.

“She’s a champion here. She likes this 
court. She’s very experienced on this 
court. I have a lot of respect for her,” 
Krejcikova said. But, “I was doing ev-
erything to get this one, really prepar-
ing for a dream like this. 

“And yeah, I’m in the quarterfinals.”
Top-ranked Ash Barty was playing 

in a later match against No. 60-ranked 
Amanda Anisimova, who saved two 
match points before upsetting defend-
ing champion Naomi Osaka in the third 
round.

The winner of that match between 
Barty and Anisimova will play No. 
21-seeded Jessica Pegula, who beat 
fifth-seeded Maria Sakkari 7-6 (0), 6-3.

AP

Nadal reaches 
Australian Open 
quarterfinals 
for 14th time 

Sokoine Stadium as pictured in Mbeya recently.

 By Correspondent John Kimbute

S
OCCER pundits in ra-
dio stations’ morning 
talk shows often raise 
the point about either 

stadium conditions or pitch 
situation generally in examin-
ing how the city rivals, Simba 
SC and Yanga, play when in up-
country appearances, underlin-
ing the state of the turf and why 
a well-organized game is diffi-
cult to enterprise (plan and put 
into action). 

What is often not either dis-
cussed or raised in passing is the 
size that those pitches measure.

This situation was especially 
visible in the last weekend’s 
Simba SC versus Mtibwa Sugar 
encounter at Manungu Stadium, 
a marginal pitch.

What came to mind in look-
ing at how the game was going 
on is that the usual expectation 
of what sort of work a player is 
likely to do on the pitch collaps-
es when play is taking place on 
such ground. 

And if a team constantly plays 
in such an environment, that is 
when it is host to other regional 
teams or when it visits those 
whose pitches resemble their 
own, the result is to methodi-
cally depress the state of soccer, 
as our players are not put to the 
rigours of 90 minutes play on a 
proper pitch but a reduced one. 

When the parameters of the 
pitch are significantly different 
from what is expected, the work 
the players do is tamed.

Such a point is aired time and 
again, for instance when a pun-
dit suggested that the Mbeya 
City FC’s coach was successful in 
handling the Simba SC challenge 
for he laid out a game plan, and 
the visiting team more or less 
followed it.

The pundit was affirming 
that the defending champions 
could not apply the technique 
of spreading out where some 
techniques work better than in 
a closed environment where the 
ball almost constantly comes 
back to the space just before the 

Rafael Nadal of Spain celebrates after defeating Adrian Mannarino of France in their fourth 
round match at the Australian Open tennis championships in Melbourne, Australia, yesterday, 
Jan. 23, 2022. (AP Photo)

Morogoro targets to improve tourist attractions 

18-yard goal area. 
The point he was making is 

that the visiting side failed to 
crack the wall, it would require 
that the space out, and there is 
no broader space.

If proper regulations were 
governing African football, 
which is recognized or must be 
approved by the world football 
governing body (FIFA), such 
grounds would not be used for 
Premier League football, or ex-
plicit rules be set out as to how 
many players are on the pitch, 
depending on pitch size.  

Reduced pitch size would 
thus lead to reduced men 
on the pitch so that they are 
taxed in the same manner as 
those playing in a regular pitch 
(110m/yards to 85m/yards), but 
precisely how the diminution 
of players would be conducted 
is something that would need 
regulatory specification.

Having 11 players on a small 
pitch reduces the quality and 
work input of Premier League 
football, and structurally weak-
ens our teams.

When one talks about player 
stamina, it ought to be pre-
sumed that one is figuring out 
how he covers a significant 

length of the pitch in what-
ever position, not unavoidable 
crowding as the pitch is small 
and the next player is just near-
by, without having had to do 
any inward running, etc. 

The whole issue about pitch 
parameters is that it is the duel 
between a player and the space 
to be covered for game feasibil-
ity, use of technique and stam-
ina, set out for 90 minutes in 
two halves, is the match itself, 
and thus we have just a bit of it 
in the NBC Premier League, not 
much of it.

The reason is that players 
have little space to cover in 
dribbling, outflanking, overlap-
ping, etc for their physical en-
durance and skills to be tested.

That is where the dichotomy 
between soccer development 
and pitch ownership resur-
faces, as the continental fed-
eration knows the prerogatives 
which different ruling struc-
tures in each country have set 
out for themselves or for ‘elites’ 
in control of land where those 
pitches are built. 

In that context it is for them 
a matter of expectation that 
those in charge of such issues 
will see the need for improve-

ment of pitch conditions and 
put up regulations of where 
Premier League football is to 
be held, that is, where appro-
priate pitches are found.

Ideally, it ought to have the 
same parameters as in global 
ramifications.

So the need to rationalize 
ownership of soccer stadiums 
ought to shift to being able to 
build a proper FIFA size play-
ing pitch and maintaining the 
quality of the ground and the 
grass, where preference at 
the starting point would go to 
sponsors of current regional 
champions. 

Others would have leeway to 
build such stadia on their own 
as we heard of Simba SC and 
admittedly their rivals next 
door is rapidly trying to catch 
up.

Using CAF leeway as to pitch 
conditions, size, and relevance 
of 11 players on the pitch with 
a reduced size as a non-issue is 
in fact sabotage, we build weak 
sides each encounter as the 
players are never really tested 
to the limit.

In exam psychology, only 
testing to the limit amounts to 
a proper test.

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, 
Lushoto

MOROGORO District Council 
has scheduled sustainable plans 
to promote tourist attractions 
that are found in the district to 
increase revenue.

Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) 
Chairman in Morogoro District, 
Fikiri Juma, made the plans 
known at a four-day study tour 
in Lushoto District, Tanga last 
week.

It was organized by Morogoro 
Water Supply and Sanitation 
Authority (MORUWASA), aiming 
at sharing skills on how to over-
come climate change.

Juma promised cooperation 
with Morogoro Municipal May-
or and the Municipal Director to 
set strategies on how to provide 
social services around tourist 
attractions at Choma waterfalls 
to increase revenue.

The strategies will be imple-
mented after the officials had 

learned from the tour of Lush-
oto tourist attractions, namely 
Kisasaw falls and Kigulu Hak-
wewa peak.

‘’Failure to collect revenue at 
Choma waterfalls is associated 
with poor social services at the 
area, changing rooms, wash-
room services, and steps from 
the top towards the waterfalls,’’ 
he disclosed.

Morogoro District Commis-
sioner, Albert Msando, said 
skills acquired in Lushoto will 
be transferred to the Uluguru 
mountains to ensure the attrac-
tion generates revenues.

‘’Improving tourist attrac-
tions will include planting trees, 
which will protect water sourc-
es and increase other insect 
species like butterflies,’’ he said.

Msando insisted Morogoro 
District’s ward officials should 
conduct an empirical study to 
solve problems that hinder the 
completion of development 
projects in their respective ar-

eas.
‘’Let ward officials play their 

part, I don’t like politics in the 
matter, it’s a time for a change, 
today the youths in Lushoto are 
proud of their government be-
cause it has set a friendly envi-
ronment for them to adhere to 
by-laws on environmental pro-
tection,’’ he said.

Tourism municipal official, 
Khalifa Mutabuzi, said there is 
a need to improve tourism cen-
ters at Uluguru mountains.

According to the official, the 
revenues’ total collection reach-
es 2.4m/- annually. He pointed 
out efforts are done to boost the 
revenues to 5m/-.

He noted: ‘’Charges are not 
related to the status of the area, 
we have set such charges due to 
poor infrastructures.’’

‘’We have failed to charge over 
5000/- per one foreign tourist, 
it’s time for the municipal coun-
cil to apply knowledge from 
Lushoto to improve this area,’’ 

he disclosed.
He called upon the municipal 

council to allocate a budget for 
the tourism department to pro-
tect the tourist attraction’s flora 
and fauna that include Uluguru 
Bushirike, three-horned chame-
leon, and Uluguru grasshoppers 
that have national flag’s colours.

Mutabuzi mentioned other 
historical sites as Common-
wealth graves, national heroes’ 
tower, first Roman Catholic 
Church, and Old German Boma.

Zinduna Kombo, Kilimani 
Ward’s Councilor, said apart 
from setting a budget to im-
prove waterfalls, there is a need 
to improve infrastructures like 
roads and discover another his-
torical site.

‘’Apart from Choma water-
falls, there are other waterfalls 
but they have not been discov-
ered, I call upon tourism stake-
holders and media to promote 
them, aiming at increasing mu-
nicipal’s income,’’ she insisted.

Morogoro District Commissioner, Albert Msando (seated, in white T-shirt) poses for a picture with the district’s wards’ councilors and Chama Cha Mapinduzi 
(CCM) officials from the district after visiting tourist attractions found in Lushoto District, Tanga, last week. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT MICHAEL 
SIKAPUNDWA
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Nigeria to meet Ghana in 
African World Cup play-offs

 YAOUNDE

NIGERIA, the top performers so far in the ongoing 
Africa Cup of Nations in Cameroon, were paired with 
arch rivals Ghana in the African World Cup play-offs 
draw in Douala on Saturday.

Ghana will have home advantage first and both legs 
will be played between March 21 and 29 with the ag-
gregate winners securing a place at the 2022 World 
Cup in Qatar.

Egypt face Senegal, Cameroon meet Algeria, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo play Morocco and 
Mali tackle Tunisia in the other ties.

Only Mali among the 10 contenders have never 
qualified for the world football showpiece while 
Cameroon hold the record for appearances by an Af-
rican team with seven between 1982 and 2014.

The pairing of Egypt and Senegal means either the 
reigning African Footballer of the Year, Sadio Mane, 
or his predecessor, Liverpool teammate Mohamed 
Salah, will miss out on the finals.

Nigeria brushed off a troubled build-up to the Cup 
of Nations, including the sacking of German coach 
Gernot Rohr, to be the only team among the 24 in 
Cameroon to win all three group matches.

While the Super Eagles look forward to a last-16 
clash with Tunisia on Sunday, Ghana were shock first-
round casualties, finishing bottom of a group after a 
stunning 3-2 loss to minnows the Comoros.

Serbia-born Ghana coach Milovan Rajevac, who 
guided the Black Stars to the 2010 World Cup quar-
ter-finals, insisted he would not resign after the hu-
miliating loss.

- ‘Primary ambition’ -
“My primary ambition from the time I took over 

as coach last October was to qualify Ghana for the 
World Cup in Qatar,” he said, amid rumours that he 
faces the sack.

Nigeria are seeking to qualify for the World Cup a 
seventh time and, from 1994, have missed only one 
of seven editions. The last of three appearances by 
Ghana was in 2014.

The World Cup qualifying rivalry between the west 
African nations stretches back to the 1962 edition and 
Nigeria and Ghana have beaten each other twice with 
four matches drawn.

Algeria, the Cup of Nations defending champions 
and shock early departees from the tournament, will 
face Cameroon, an in-form team with captain Vincent 
Aboubakar scoring five times in three group games.

After going 35 matches unbeaten since last 2018, 
Algeria lost to Equatorial Guinea and were then out-
played by the Ivory Coast to make an embarrassingly 
early exit.

Egypt boss Carlos Queiroz is another coach who in-
sists his priority is the World Cup, saying “the main 
goal when I signed was to qualify for the 2022 World 
Cup”.

Mali will fancy their chances of a historic first ap-
pearance at the finals after defeating Tunisia in Cam-
eroon last week through an Ibrahima Kone penalty.

AFP

Five players to watch in AFCON knockout stages 
 YAOUNDE

A
S the Africa 
Cup of 
N a t i o n s 
heads into 

the knockout phase, AFP 
Sport looks at five stars 
of the group stage who 
will be hoping to make 
an impact in last-16 ties 
over the coming days:

*Jim Allevinah (Gabon)
Gabon’s hopes of 

a successful AFCON 
appeared torpedoed 
before the tournament 
even started as star 
man  Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang  and 
influential midfielder 
Mario Lemina tested 
positive for Covid-19 and 
were then allowed to 
return to their clubs.

However, the Panthers 
-- who have never won 
a knockout tie at the 
Cup of Nations -- made 
it through their group 
by beating the Comoros 
and then holding more 
illustrious opponents in 
Ghana and Morocco.

French coach 
Patrice Neveu needed 
attacking inspiration 
from somewhere 
without Aubameyang 
and Allevinah has 
helped provide that. 
The 26-year-old, born 
in France where he is 
enjoying his debut Ligue 
1 season with Clermont, 

Ablie Jallow has scored two of the goals of the tournament so far to help debutants Gambia 
reach the last 16 (AFP)

(Cameroon)
The 30-year-old is the 

top scorer at this year’s 
AFCON having netted a 
remarkable five goals in 
the first three matches 
to already equal Odion 
Ighalo’s leading tally at 
the 2019 Cup of Nations.

Aboubakar netted two 
penalties as Cameroon 
beat Burkina Faso in 
the opening game and 
followed that with two 
from open play in a 4-1 
win over Ethiopia before 
striking again in the draw 
with Cape Verde.

Cameroon’s captain, 
now based in Saudi 
Arabia after a decade 
in Europe, was already 
their match-winner in 
the 2017 final against 
Egypt and could be about 
to fill his boots in the last 
16 against a Comoros 
side set to be without a 
recognised goalkeeper 
after being ravaged by 
Covid-19.

*Ibrahim Sangare 
(Ivory Coast)

The long-legged 
midfielder, standing 
1.91m tall, has been 
excellent for the 
Elephants in wins over 
Equatorial Guinea and 
Algeria either side of 
a draw against Sierra 
Leone.

Playing in a midfield 
three with Jean Michael 
Seri and AC Milan’s 

Franck Kessie, Sangare 
showcased his ability to 
get forward as he set up 
a goal for Nicolas Pepe 
against Sierra Leone 
and headed in his side’s 
second goal in the 3-1 
defeat of Algeria.

Aged 24, Sangare is 
in his second season at 
PSV Eindhoven but clubs 
from Europe’s biggest 
leagues will be watching 
his progress closely.

*Iban Salvador Edu 
(Equatorial Guinea)

Equatorial Guinea was 
once a Spanish colony 
and a majority of their 
players were born in 
Spain. Among them is 
Iban Edu, unmissable 
with his hair dyed in the 
red of his country and 
with his socks rolled 
around his ankles.

The wide midfielder 
was man of the match 
in the stunning win 
over Algeria and set up 
the goal that beat Sierra 
Leone, sealing a last-16 
place and a tie against 
Mali.

Once at Valencia and 
now in Spain’s second 
division at Fuenlabrada, 
the 26-year-old is 
competing in his second 
AFCON having featured 
in the side that reached 
the semi-finals as hosts 
in 2015.

AFP

already scored twice 
for Gabon in World Cup 
qualifiers against Egypt 
late last year.

In Cameroon he came 
off the bench to score a 
fabulous late equaliser 
against Ghana before 
returning to the starting 
line-up against Morocco 
and pouncing on a 
defensive error to open 
the scoring in a 2-2 draw.

*Ablie Jallow (Gambia)
Gambia are the 

lowest-ranked team 
at the tournament but 
they have made the 
last 16 in their first ever 
appearance at the Cup 
of Nations after taking 
seven points in a group 
containing Mali, Tunisia 
and Mauritania.

Jallow’s role in their 
reaching the knockouts 
and a tie against Guinea 
was crucial, as he scored 
one of the goals of the 
group stage to beat 

Mauritania and struck 
a superb injury-time 
winner against Tunisia. 
In between, the same left 
foot sent a free-kick off 
the upright in the draw 
with Mali.

Like most members 
of the Scorpions’ squad, 
Jallow is based in Europe. 
The 23-year-old belongs 
to French club Metz but 
is currently playing on 
loan in Belgium.

*Vincent Aboubakar 

MANCHESTER, England

RALF Rangnick cele-
brated as though he had 
just won the Champions 
League for  Manches-
ter United  when  Mar-
cus Rashford  tapped 
home  Edinson Cavani’s 
cross from 2 yards, three 
minutes into stoppage 
time, to secure a 1-0 vic-
tory against West Ham at 
Old Trafford on Saturday.

Man United’s interim 
manager turned to the 
directors’ box with both 
arms aloft and punched 
the air repeatedly as 
the players on the pitch 
raced to congratulate 
Rashford following 
his second goal in two 
games. Rangnick was so 
animated because his 
team had just turned a 
disappointing draw into 
a potentially crucial vic-
tory -- one that ensured 
United climbed above 
West Ham and into the 
top four for the first time 
since Oct 2.

But the man charged 
with stabilising the team 
following Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer’s dismissal as 
manager in November 
had another reason to 
celebrate Rashford’s 
goal: For the second 
successive game, the 
former  RB Leipzig  and 
Hoffenheim coach had 
made a big call with his 
substitutions and got it 
right.

At  Brentford  on 
Wednesday, Rang-
nick sparked an angry, 
even petulant, reaction 
from  Cristiano Ron-
aldo  when substituting 
the 36-year-old for Rash-
ford. Six minutes later, 
Rashford scored United’s 
third goal in a 3-1 win 
to make the game safe 
and enable Rangnick to 
explain to Ronaldo, in 
full view of the televi-
sion cameras, just why 
he was right to make the 
change, regardless of the 

former Real Madrid for-
ward’s status as a football 
icon.

And as United toiled 
away against David Moy-
es’s West Ham, Rangnick 
boldly chose to go all-out 
attack in a bid to find a 
goal in the closing stages. 
Having replaced  An-
thony Elanga  with 
Rashford on 62 minutes, 
Rangnick threw on Ca-
vani and  Anthony Mar-
tial  for  Fred  and  Ma-
son Greenwood in the 82nd 
minute, and instructed 
United to operate a 4-2-
4 formation. It was win 
or bust, and it almost 
went bust when  Tomas 
Soucek  headed inches 
wide on 87 minutes, but 
Rangnick’s gamble paid 
off when all four for-
wards linked together in 
the same move for Rash-
ford to score the winner.

“Those are the best 
kind of wins, when the 
other team has not time 
to come back,” Rangnick 
said. “We had to take 
some risks in the last 15 
minutes, but in the end I 
wanted to show the play-
ers it is about winning 
this game, and I’m more 
than happy we scored 
the goal in the last min-
ute.”

Moments like that mat-
ter for a manager when 
he is trying to gain the 
trust of a new group of 
players. If you take a risk 
and it backfires, the play-
ers question your judg-
ment, but if it comes off, 
it certainly helps to di-
lute any doubt that may 
have taken hold in the 
dressing room.

Rangnick still has 
plenty to do at Old Traf-
ford to secure the full, 
unequivocal support of 
his players and, consid-
ering he is only likely to 
be in charge until a per-
manent manager is ap-
pointed this summer, he 
might never get close to 
universal backing. But in 

a slow, painstaking man-
ner, the 63-year-old is 
gradually steadying the 
ship at United, even if it 
can still be hard to watch 
at times.

Under Rangnick, 
United have lost just 
once in 10 in all com-
petitions -- a 1-0 defeat 
at home to Wolves ear-
lier this month. Yet, 
they have managed to 
score just seven goals in 
six home games -- and 
three of those came 
against Burnley, the Pre-
mier League’s bottom 
team. Man United have 
conceded just seven 
goals in 10 games under 

Rangnick, too, and tight-
ening up at the back was 
crucial with Solskjaer’s 
side conceding a stagger-
ing 25 goals during his 
final 10 games in charge.

Rangnick has turned 
off his side’s dripping tap 
in defence, but the down-
side is that it has created 
a drought of chances 
and goals at the other 
end of the pitch. Against 
West Ham, Manchester 
United had 18 efforts on 
goal, but only three hit 
the target -- with such a 
poor conversion rate, it 
is no surprise that they 
are finding it difficult to 
beat teams comfortably.

Ronaldo, for instance, 
has scored just two goals 
in seven appearances 
under Rangnick and one 
of those was a penalty. 
He played in a central 
role against West Ham 
and did little to affect the 
game. His main contribu-
tion was heading the ball 
at the near post when 
defending corners, and 
as important as that is, it 
is not why Ronaldo was 
brought back to the club 
last summer.

The key to any success-
ful football team, how-
ever, is a solid defence. 
Once those foundations 
are in place, a team can 

Rangnick is fixing Man United’s mess, 
and win over West Ham proves it 

break forward and at-
tack with the confidence 
that they are safe to 
leave gaps at the back. 
Man United aren’t at 
that stage yet, but prog-
ress is being made, and 
Rangnick is able to look 
ahead to the internation-
al break having seen his 
team win back-to-back 
games for the first time 
since he took charge in 
December.

The race for fourth 
is intense, with Man 
United, West Ham,  Ar-
senal, Spurs and Wolves 
separated by just four 
points, but Man United 
have a run of fixtures 
in February that give 
them the opportunity 
to pull clear of some of 
their rivals. They face 
Burnley,  Southampton, 
Leeds and Watford next 
month before a daunt-
ing March against  Man-
chester City, Tottenham 
and  Liverpool, but Man 
United are in a better 
place than they were 
when Rangnick arrived, 
so there are positives to 
focus on.

And everything looks 
better after a stoppage-
time victory, no matter 
how uninspiring the 
performance may have 
been.

ESPN

Ralf Rangnick

 YAOUNDE, Cameroon

THE risk is obvious when you hold a major inter-
national soccer tournament right after the emer-
gence of the omicron variant and in a country with 
precariously low COVID-19 vaccination levels.

Less evident is the opportunity it may bring in 
the fight against coronavirus infections.

The Central African nation of Cameroon is tread-
ing a line amid the resurgent pandemic this month 
by hosting the African Cup of Nations, Africa’s big-
gest soccer tournament. It has brought 24 teams, 
more than 600 players based all over the world, 
hundreds of officials and an unknown number of 
fans into the country. Judging by the outbreaks in 
teams alone, many have arrived with the virus.

Cameroon is a vulnerable country where less 
than 3% of the population of 26 million is fully vac-
cinated against COVID-19, according to the global 
tracker from Johns Hopkins University. By all indi-
cations, it’s exposing itself to a surge in cases.

But there’s a possible upside, a rare opportunity 
maybe, to boost vaccination levels in a country low 
on the global list.

Cameroon authorities have made it mandatory 
for fans to be vaccinated before they can watch 
any of the 52 games at the stadiums in five cities. 
After months of trying to convince Cameroonians 
to get their jabs and meeting resistance and hesi-
tancy, they now have a tangible reward to entice 
soccer-mad skeptics. 

So, here’s the sell: If you want to see Cameroon’s 
own Indomitable Lions, or Liverpool forward Mo-
hamed Salah playing for Egypt, or other top stars 
on the field in your hometown in perhaps a once-
in-a-lifetime chance (Cameroon last hosted the 
tournament 50 years ago), get vaccinated. Fans 
are able to get free shots and virus tests outside 
stadiums ahead of games, where tents have been 
thrown up and tables and chairs put out. Health 
workers await.

“I haven’t vaccinated myself yet because of the 
myth behind the vaccine. But I’m considering it, 
especially with the excitement that surrounds this 
AFCON,” said soccer fan Fon Lionel, using the com-
mon abbreviation for the African Cup of Nations. 
“Not watching at least one game in my own coun-
try will be like deciding to stop being a football 
lover.”

AP 

Africa’s soccer show a virus risk 
and a vaccine opportunity
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Taifa Stars set for 2023 AFCON 
qualifiers’ group stage 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

T
ANZANIA’s senior 
national football 
team ‘Taifa Stars’ 
is set to battle it 

out in the group stage of the 
2023 Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) qualifiers, with 
the tournament’s finals set 
to take place in Ivory Coast 
from June 23–July 23.

Taifa Stars has got the op-
portunity after having a lot 
of coefficient points on the 
quality standards in Africa.

Tanzania and the other 
41 teams will automatically 
enter the group stage while 
waiting for six teams from 
the previous round to make a 
total of 48 teams that will be 
put in 12 groups.

The senior national side 
secured a place in the group 
stage after a pre-round draw 
took place in Douala, Camer-
oon, last week.
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Taifa Stars’ players celebrate a goal netted by the squad’s forward, John Bocco, when the squad faced Malawi in an international friendly 
duel that took place in Dar es Salaam last year. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

 TAROUBA

OPENER Angkrish Raghuvanshi struck 144 and 
No. 4 Raj Bawa smacked 162 to give India the sec-
ond-biggest win in the history of Youth ODIs as the 
Covid-hit team trounced Uganda by 326 runs in 
their final Group B encounter in Tarouba. 

The pair’s partnership of 206, that propelled In-
dia to post the tournament’s first 400+ total, was 
also the highest third-wicket stand in Under-19 
World Cup history.

The 16-year-old Raghuvanshi started attacking 
the Uganda bowling right from the first over when 
he cut one square for four, and then dominated a 
40-run opening stand with Harnoor Singh by play-
ing the short balls offered by the Uganda bowlers 
on both sides behind square. 

He displayed his wristwork by flicking shots off 
his toes through midwicket and playing strong 
drives down the ground to reach his fifty in 49 balls.

Raghuvanshi, on 50, was joined by Raj Bawa after 
Nishant Sindhu fell for 15, and together they domi-
nated for the next 22.4 overs where they scored 206 
runs together.

Bawa started his innings by putting away a low 
full toss through midwicket, and after a short pe-
riod of quiet batting till the 21st over, the duo broke 
free.

The 22nd over went for 20 runs as Raghuvanshi 
hit two fours and Bawa smacked back-to-back sixes, 
the 26th had Raghuvanshi playing two sweeps for 
four and one drive past the bowler, and in the 27th 
over, Bawa played a sublime punch through deep 
cover and followed it up with pull to the long-on 
boundary to push India to 172 for 2. 

Bawa reached his fifty in 44 balls in the 28th over 
in style slog-sweeping a six over the leg side and by 
the end of the 30th over, India had breached 200.

Raghuvanshi reached his 93-ball century next 
over by pulling a short ball for four, and with at least 
one boundary coming off their bat till the 34th over, 
India’s run rate was hovering near seven and the 
chances of a 400+ score was looking like a reality 
for the first time in the innings.

Bawa then tore into Uganda bowler Joseph Ba-
guma by hitting consecutive sixes off full-tosses and 
on 90, offered the first real chance when he edged a 
shot past the vacant slip cordon for four.

He followed it up to move to 98 with a square cut 
that raced through the carpet. He reached his cen-
tury in only 69 balls with a single to midwicket.

With both batters in triple digits, it appeared like 
the duo had shed all inhibitions and looked to tonk 
every ball out of the ground.

Raghuvanshi went 6, 4, 4 in the 38th over, how-
ever, he was out on 144, top-edging a swipe to the 
wicketkeeper.

Bawa, though, was not going to stop, and he 
brought up India’s 300 in the 40th over with a six 
over extra cover. 

He kept finding the boundaries with ease and 
buried a six down the ground to reach his 101-ball 
150 by easily flicking a shot over deep midwicket.

With Kaushal Tambe not lasting long, Bawa need-
ed someone from the other end to also bring out 
the fireworks to help India breach 400, and wick-
etkeeper Dinesh Bana offered that aid by hitting a 
quickfire 14-ball 22. 

Bawa then saw off the innings in Aneeshwar Gau-
tam’s company as their six-run 50th over took India 
to 405 for 5.

Uganda did not get going in their chase at all, with 
six batters failing to score a run.

Rajvardhan Hangargekar rattled the top order 
with his two wickets and the stand-in captain, Nis-
hant Sindhu, who had bowled tight through the 
tournament but without the wickets to show for 
it, then ran through the middle order with a four-
for, including the scalp of Uganda captain Pascal 
Murungi (34).

Vicky Ostwal and Vasu Vats, drafted into the India 
squad hours before the match, took a wicket apiece 
to complete the rout. India will next play Bangla-
desh in the quarterfinals. 

AGENCIES 

Bawa, Raghuvanshi 
centuries power 
massive India win

Mvomero MP pledges to support stadium construction 

The draw was held by 
former players, Emmanu-
el Amunike (Nigeria) and 
Rigobert Song (Cameroon), 
assisted by CAF tourna-
ment director, Samson Ad-
amu.

The draw included 12 
teams that will play in the 
previous round and, af-
ter that, there will be six 
winners who will go on to 
face 42 teams in the group 
stage.

The preliminary round 

will be played in home and 
away format, which will 
start on March 21, and the 
replay will take place on 
March 29, 2022.

After 39 years, Tanzania 
successfully participated 
in the 2019 AFCON finals 
in Egypt, but the senior na-
tional squad failed to qual-
ify for this year’s tourna-
ment, which is taking place 
in Cameroon.

The 2023 AFCON is 
scheduled to be the 34th 

edition of the Africa Cup 
of Nations, the biennial in-
ternational men’s football 
championship of Africa 
organized by the Confed-
eration of African Football 
(CAF).

The tournament is 
scheduled to be hosted by 
the Ivory Coast, the second 
time the country would 
host the competition.

The Confederation of Af-
rican Football changed the 
dates of the tournament to 

June and July rather than 
the usual January, which 
will come into play as of 
the 2019 tournament.

It will allow the tourna-
ment to avoid conflicting 
with other major tourna-
ments.

The showdown will fur-
ther allow prominent play-
ers to play for their nations’ 
sides in the tournament 
without missing games for 
their European clubs.

Dar es Salaam’s Mnaa Theater group’s artists sing a poem at a capacity building workshop for stakeholders in the fight against sexual harassment 
of students, organized by the Women in the Development Initiative (WAJIKI) in the city last weekend. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT SABATO KASIKA

 By Correspondent Michael 

Sikapundwa, Mvomero

MOROGORO’s Mvomero 
Constituency’s Member of 
Parliament, Jonas Zeeland, 
has promised to support the 
construction of a modern sta-
dium in the area.

Zeeland noted the venue, 
which will be owned by the 
Mvomero District Council, 
will be located near the Dis-

trict Council Executive Direc-
tor’s office.

The MP told The Guard-
ian at Manungu Stadium in 
Mvomero last weekend that 
the construction of the stadi-
um is a must as Manungu Sta-
dium, another stadium locat-
ed in the district is owned by 
Mtibwa Sugar Estates Limited. 

Zeeland pointed out that 
the construction of another 
venue seeks to see to it Pre-

mier League, Championship, 
and First League clashes are 
held in the constituency.

He stated: ‘’I would like to 
thank Morogoro Regional 
Football Association (MRFA)’s 
management for assisting soc-
cer promotion in my district.’’

‘’I particularly thank Ma-
nungu Stadium’s owners for 
seeing to it the facility meets 
criteria set by Tanzania Foot-
ball Federation (TFF) and ulti-

mately secure approval to host 
Premier League matches.’’

‘’Manungu Stadium would 
not have managed to host an 
NBC Premier League match 
between Mtibwa Sugar and 
Simba SC, had there been no 
cooperation between MRFA 
and Manungu Stadium own-
ers.’’

Zeeland said Mvomero Dis-
trict Council has set a budget 
for promoting soccer through 

the construction of the sta-
dium.

The council has moreover 
set a budget for support-
ing health development 
projects as the number of 
health centers in the dis-
trict is not related to popu-
lation density.

‘’Mvomero has scattered 
villages, a resident has to 
walk over 10 kilometers to 
look for health services, 
hence, we have set a budget 
for both health and sports,’’ 
he said.

Zeeland further congrat-
ulated President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan for implement-
ing her political pledges, 
particularly in the educa-
tion sector, as the govern-
ment has allocated enough 
budget for the construction 
and completion of class-
rooms.

The MP stated: ‘’To sup-
port the President’s initia-
tives, I have started a soccer 
competition involving 72 
villages.’’

‘’The tournament’s cham-
pions will be presented 
with a set of jerseys, the 
runners-up will receive soc-
cer balls to encourage the 
villages’ residents to partic-
ipate in fitness exercises.’’

‘’The tournament more-
over seeks to offer the vil-
lages’ youths an opportuni-
ty to showcase their talent.’’
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