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S
MALLHOLDER farmers in the 
country have been advised 
to modernise their farming 
by mechanising through 
FahariKilimo Account of CRDB Bank Plc.

 Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa said yesterday after visiting CRDB’s pavilion on the climax of Nane Nane Agriculture Fair that FahariKilimo is an ideal vehicle through which many smallholder farmers will revolutionise their farming methods by way of value chain system.
“This kind of creativity by CRDB Bank which has come up with this package targeting our farmers is well aligned with the government’s plans to revolutionise the country’s agri-culture sector which is dominated by smallholder farmers,” Majaliwa said.He said that FahariKilimo will also assist investors seeking to establish agro-processing factories which add value to commodities to get equip-ment for such multibillion shillings investments.

“This credit vehicle by CRDB which also provides some other auxiliary services such as training of farmers in modern agro-practices and use of inputs will facilitate a desired value chain in the country’s agriculture sec-tor,” the PM added.
Explaining government’s plans to empower smallholder farmers and enable them to be bankable, Majaliwa said the state will undertake a nation-wide surveying and identiication of farms so they should be legal plots of land which will add value.

“I know that one of the reasons be-hind high interest rates charged on 

Mozambique: Nyusi 
lays first stone for LNG 
factory in Palma

NMB issues 40bn/- to cotton farmers, ginneries to finance new crop season

MAJALIWA ADVISES FARMERS TO MECHANISE

Nsagali Company Limited’s founder and Managing Director, Emmanuel Silanga gesturing inside his ginnery in Bariadi. Photo: courtesy of NMB.

 MAPUTO 

Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi on Monday laid the first stone in the construction of a liquefied natural gas (LNG) plant in the Afungi Peninsula, Palma district in the northern province of Cabo Delgado.
Nyusi told the ceremony that this marked the turning of a new page in the country’s history, paving the way for Mozambique to become one of the largest producers and exporters of LNG in the world. Two LNG factories (known as “trains”) will be built at Afungi. Nyusi said they will produce 12.6 million tonnes of LNG a year, of which 11.1 million tonnes are already earmarked for sale through medium and long term contracts. Hence the viability of the undertaking is guaranteed.

“Mozambique is taking giant steps towards generating more sources of revenue that will allow the structuring of our economy in the long term, in the national, regional, continental and global context”, said Nyusi. “Nothing will be as before,” declared the President.“Implementation of this project”, he continued, “is part of our strategy of industrialisation expressed in the local transformation of our resources into products of value destined for the national and international markets.”The final investment decision for this project was signed on 18 June in Maputo between the government and the consortium exploiting the natural gas resources in offshore area one of the Rovuma Basin, headed by the US company Anadarko Petroleum.
Anadarko holds 26.5 per cent of Area One and is the operator. Its partners in the Consortium are the Japanese company Mitsui (20 per cent), PTTEP of Thailand (8.5 per cent), the three Indian companies ONGC Videsh, Bias Rovuma Energy, and BRPL Ventures (each with ten per cent), and Mozambique’s own National Hydrocarbon Company (ENH – 15 per cent).

Anadarko will not be operator for much longer, since the company is being sold to Occidental Petroleum, and the French energy giant Total has agreed to buy all of Anadarko’s African assets, including Rovuma Basin Area One from Occidental.
The confirmed reserves of gas in Area One are 76 trillion cubic feet. The total investment envisaged is around 25 billion US dollars. 14 billion dollars will come from bank loans, and 11 billion from the capital of the partners in the Area One Concession. This is far and away the largest investment in the history of Mozambique.

The liquefaction process involves cooling the gas to a temperature of minus 162 degrees Celsius. At this temperature, its volume shrinks to just one six-hundredth of its gaseous state. The LNG will be exported in tanker ships that will dock at special berths to be built at a new port in Palma. There will be five berths, four for LNG and one for condensate. Each of the tanker ships will be 300 metres long and can hold the equivalent of about a million barrels.

implements and inputs 
loans such as tractors, plant-
ers, irrigation equipment, 
construction material and 
investment loans targeting 
agro-processing.

“In empowering farmers 
and agro-processing inves-
tors, we work in collabora-
tion with many partners 
such as ETG Agro who with 
us as a team, we give trac-
tors to farmers through con-
cessional loans,” the CRDB 
Group’s chief stated.

In order to get the tractors, 
a farmer needs to contribute 
a minimum of 35 percent 
of the value while the bank 
pays the 65 percent and the 
borrower has three years to 
repay the loan. “This loan 
is free of any collateral be-
cause the tractor itself quali-
ies as collateral,” Nsekela 
pointed out noting that so 
far CRDB has disbursed over 
650bn/- to the agriculture 
sector with 97.3bn/- give to 
cotton subsector, sugarcane 
production 167.3bn/-, cofee 
got 36.6bn/- and tea received 
60bn/-.

“Today, we are 
accompanied by Managing 
Director of Nsagali Company 
Limited, Emmanuel Silanga 
who is runs ginnery and 
recently the bank gave him 
a loan to facilitate smooth 
buying of cotton from 
farmers,” Nsekela concluded 
while promising the PM that 
CRDB is ready for any tasks 
ahead.

THROUGH CRDB’S FAHARIKILIMO

By Property Watch Reporter, Simiyu

AS smallholder cotton farmers struggle to ind markets for their commodity this season, NMB Bank Plc has issued a 40bn/- loan to inance famers and ginneries to process the white gold before supplying markets.
Brieing Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa when he visited NMB’s booth at the 26th Nane Nane Agriculture Fair which reached its climax yesterday, the bank’s Head of Retail Banking, Filbert Mponzi said the bank has over the years backed the agriculture sector through inancing, equipment hire purchasing and capacity building of smallholder famers through training.

“This year we have already given loans to two ginneries which are purchasing farmers’ cotton for value addition before supply markets,” Mponzi said adding that since 2010, NMB in partnership with its holding company, Rabobank started NMB Foundation, a vehicle targeting the agriculture sector.
He assured Majaliwa that NMB has the inancial and technical muscles to help commercialise the country’s agriculture sector through NMB Foundation which combines both aspects in assisting 

farmers, agro-dealers and agro-processing investors.
“I call upon all farmers and agro-dealers who want inancial or technical support to come to NMB which will also train them on basics of agribusiness,” he added stressing 

that training is an important aspect before giving out loans to anyone to avoid defaults.
Under the NMB and Rabobank deal, eforts are done to enhance good governance and transparency, inancial 

literacy and technological know-how through NMB Foundation for Agricultural Development which addresses capacity challenges.
“NFAD aims at strengthening the management of the farmers’ associations and cooperatives, with their members in terms of leadership, governance, marketing and inancial skills,” the NMB Head of Retail Banking added.

Speaking after the brieing, Prime Minister Majaliwa commended the bank for targeting agriculture in its loan disbursing portfolio saying such a move is helping to increase productivity through value addition of commodities.
“I am happy that NMB Bank has already issued loans to cotton farmers and ginneries at low interest rates which means that the cotton subsector can now contribute signiicantly to gross domestic product,” Majaliwa said.

He urged major cotton buyers such as ginnery owners to go to NMB and get loans which will facilitate a smooth cotton buying season. “This is your bank so make use of its by getting afordable loans,” the premier who was the chief guest at the fair added. The 26th Nane Nane Agriculture Fair which started on August 1, oicially ended yesterday. 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa (gesturing) talks to one of the farmers who have ben-
efited from NMB Bank Plc’s loans and training at the bank’s pavilion during the climax of 
the 26th Nane Nane Agriculture Fair held in Simiyu region yesterday. With mike in hand is 
NMB’s Head of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and Savings and Credit Cooperation, 
Filbert Mponzi. Photo: courtesy of NMB.

NAIROBI 

More than 70 percent of residential buildings in Nairobi are not compliant with the county government’s zoning policy on the number of loors.
Nairobi County Assembly Planning, Housing and Lands committee chairman Anthony Karanja said only 25 percent of all city buildings adhere to the policy. “It has come to our notice that the planning department and unscrupulous developers have been approving and developing structures outside the county’s zoning policy and if left unchecked we will have a disorganised county,” said Mr Karanja.

He said the committee will from next week start inspec-
tion of buildings to re-evaluate their approvals and recommend, among other things, demolition and regularisation of the build-

ings. “We are giving the notice to the executive to put their house in order because as a committee, we will be going round from next week to re-evaluate the approvals of the buildings. It is becoming a menace,” he said.
“It has even become a nightmare to plan for vital services such as garbage collections because the houses contravene the county’s zoning policy,” he stated. The damning revelation emerged during the Committee’s session on Tuesday 

where oicers from the Urban Planning were questioned over the inlux of unapproved buildings in the capital city.
Zoning is a planning control for the built environment that includes dividing land into sections, permitting land use on speciic sites to shape the layout of towns and cities and enable various types of development.

In Nairobi, the zoning regulation has divided the capital into 15 areas with a speciic height of building and building type allowed. Mr Karanja explained that unscrupulous developers are working closely with county oicials to lout the county’s zoning policy.
The MCA pointed out that 

oicers from the planning department had colluded with unscrupulous developers and put up buildings in total disregard of the zoning policy, which guides on how many loors a structure should have and the maximum number of buildings allowed for in a certain zone.
He said the situation has been fuelled by the existence of cartels in the county comprising of sub-

county administrators, planning oicers and enforcement oicers who are allowing the illegal structures to be put up.
“People are being allowed to construct on road reserves, airport land, public land, and military installations outside the zoning policy. In an area like 

Kileleshwa where buildings are only allowed to go four storeys, we have since established that some buildings in the area go up to 15 loors,” he said.
The Waithaka MCA appealed to Governor Mike Sonko to rein in rogue oicers from the urban planning and housing department who were responsible for the haphazard building of structures. “We are calling on the governor to keep a keen eye on his oicers and expose those working with the cartels responsible for the proliferation of unapproved structures and buildings in the city,” he said. Over the years, Nairobi houses demolition has been on and of for several reasons.

loans given to the agriculture 
sector is lack of legal recog-
nition of smallholder farms 
through issuance of title 
deeds which makes them a 
risky group,” Majaliwa noted.

Brieing the premier, CRDB 
Group’s Managing Director, 
Abdulmajid Nsekela said Fa-
hariKilimo is a vehicle tailor 
made to suit the needs of 
smallholder farmers in all as-
pects and graduate them into 
commercial farmers.

“The FahariKilimo Account 
is free of charge to open and 
has no monthly running costs 
charged on farmers with fo-
cus on facilitating smooth 
payment of farmers after sell-
ing their produce,” Nsekela 
said while revealing that so 
far, more than 30,000 farmers 
have enrolled.

“Once a farmer has opened 
this account, they directly 
qualify for several beneits as-
sociated with it which include 
capacity building through 
training and access to many 
products and services ofered 
by CRDB,” Nsekela added.

He further pointed out that 
in addition to capacity build-
ing, FahariKilimo enrolled 
farmers also qualify for agro-

Nairobi city estates face demolition in height audit
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Dr Shein said that Tanzania 
used Kiswahili as the medium 
of communication in 
partnering with combatants 
from member states in the 
bloc during the liberation 
struggle. “Kiswahili is currently 
facilitating communication 
and businesses in the East 
African Community (EAC) 
and the African Union has 
accepted Kiswahili as an oicial 
language,” he reiterated
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Shein: SADC states must ratify 
protocols and implement them

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

EFFORTS to curb greenhouse gas emissions 
and the impacts of global warming will fall 
signiicantly short without drastic changes 
in global land use, agriculture and human 
diets, leading researchers warn in a high-level 
report commissioned by the United Nations.

The special report on climate and land 
by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) describes plant-based diets 
as a major opportunity for mitigating and 
adapting to climate change � and includes 
a policy recommendation tosubstantially 
reduce meat consumption.

Yesterday, the IPCC released a summary 
of the report, designed to inform upcoming 
climate negotiations amidst the worsening 
global climate crisis. More than 100 experts 
compiled the report in recent months, 
around half of whom hail from developing 
countries.

“We don’t want to tell people what to 
eat,” says Hans-Otto Pörtner, an ecologist 
who co-chairs the IPCC’s working group on 
impacts, adaptation and vulnerability. “But it 
would indeed be beneicial, for both climate 
and human health, if people in many rich 

countries consumed less meat, and if politics 
would create appropriate incentives to that 
efect.”

Researchers also note the relevance of 
the report to tropical rainforests, where 
concerns are mounting about accelerating 
rates of deforestation. The Amazon rainforest 
is a huge carbon sink that acts to cool global 
temperature, but rates of deforestation are 
rising, in part due to the policies and actions 
of the government of Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro.

Unstopped, deforestation could turn 
much of the remaining Amazon forest into 
a degraded type of desert, possibly releasing 
over 50 billion tonnes of carbon into the 
atmosphere in 30 to 50 years, says Carlos 
Nobre, a climate scientist at the University of 
São Paolo in Brazil. “That’s very worrying,” he 
says.

“Unfortunately, some countries don’t seem 
to understand the dire need of stopping 
deforestation in the tropics,” says Pörtner. “We 
cannot force any government to interfere. But 

Eat less meat, 
says UN climate 
change panel 

By 2050, dietary changes 
could free millions of 
square kilometres of 
land, and reduce global 
CO2 emissions by up to 
eight billion tonnes per 
year, relative to business 
as usual, the scientists 
estimate

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa (L) listens to CRDB bank client, Emmanuel Silanga giving testimony on a loan enabling him to buy cotton from 
farmers, as a purchasing agent. The premier visited the CRDB pavilion at the climax of the 27th Agricultural, Livestock and Fishing exhibition - 
Nanenane 2019 - held nationally at the Nyakabindi grounds in Simiyu region yesterday. Right is CRDB Managing Director Abdulmajid Nsekela. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Reporter, Simiyu

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa has 
directed commercial banks and regional 
commissioners to identify and list names 
of traders ofered loans to purchase cotton 
under a government guarantee, for easy 
tracking to ensure that there is no diversion 
of funds.

Speaking in Simiyu region when wrapping 
up this year’s Agriculture Exhibitions 
(Nanenane) at the national level, Majaliwa said 
the government is committed to ensuring that 
farmers get what they deserve from cotton.

“The government has decided to revive 

cooperative unions and the process is now 
going on smoothly. What we are now asking 
for is support from farmers. We want you to 
choose people who will be committed to lead 
these unions,” he said.

The premier stated that the government 
will ensure that all the cotton is transferred 
from famers to cooperative unions.

“Let me assure the farmers that the entire 
cotton in your homes will be collected and 
you will be paid your money,” he emphasized.

He outlined a new payment system for 
cotton farmers as one among steps towards 
overhauling the sub-sector that employs 

Hunting firm assets held for 
defaulting on villages’ levy 

By Guardian Reporter

ZANZIBAR President Dr Ali Mohamed Shein 
yesterday urged Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) member states to timely 
ratify protocols as they are inalized and take 
initiatives to domesticate and implement them.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam at the closure 
of the 4th SADC Industrialization Weekm Dr 
Shein asserted that member states to fast track 
the regional 2015-2063 industrial drive by 
developing industries and procuring intra-SADC 
products.

The 2019 4th SADC Industrialization Week 
was conducted under the theme ‘Competitive 
Business Environment for Inclusive and 
Sustainable Industrial Development.’

“We must build a culture of loving our own 
products and do away with hiring experts 
from abroad. There should be eforts to ensure 
technological advancement to realize our 
industrialization strategy, enhance intra-regional 
trade and increase market and employment 
opportunities,” the Isles leader underlined.

He told delegates that SADC member states can 
create market and employment opportunities 

through establishment of industries and 
procurement of locally made goods. He insisted 
the need for innovation and value addition to 
locally manufactured products so that they 
compete with imported goods.

SADC has an integrated market of 16 countries, 
a combined population of 327 million and a GDP 
of about $ 599 billion.

 “Member states should advance their 
Information and Communication Technology 
(ICT) capacity to cope with globalization, 
technology advancement and be able to search 
for markets online,” he urged.

He commended the idea of promoting the use 
of Kiswahili as another oicial language in the 
SADC Secretariat.

“This is a major landmark towards 
strengthening our region’s integration and 
expands the horizon for our businesses. History 
shows that Kiswahili played an important role 
in uniting Tanzanians despite the presence of 
numerous local languages,” he pointed out.

Dr Shein said that Tanzania used Kiswahili as 
the medium of communication in partnering 
with combatants from member states in the 
bloc during the liberation struggle. “Kiswahili 
is currently facilitating communication and 
businesses in the East African Community 

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Reporter, Arusha

MISFORTUNE never comes single-
handedly, as the doomed Green Mile Safari 
Company whose tracking licence was 
revoked this week, is facing another problem, 
the company’s assets have been impounded 
over dues to local villages. 

Speaking at a public meeting in Mundarara 
Ward of Longido, District Commissioner 
Frank Mwaisumbe ordered the police and 
other security organs to work with local 
divisions, wards and villages surrounding 

the East Natron hunting block to ensure 
that Green Mile assets continue to be held 
pending the settlement of dues owed to local 
communities.

About 23 villages mapped within the 
Longido, Kitumbeine and Engarnaibo 
divisions in the district reportedly demand 
more than 300 million/- in defaulted levies 
from the hunting irm.

On Wednesday, the minister of Natural 
Resources and Tourism Dr Hamisi 
Kigwangala  (pictured) retracted the hunting 

The premier stated that the 
government will ensure that all 
the cotton is transferred from 
famers to cooperative unions

The 2019 4th SADC 
Industrialization Week 
was conducted under 
the theme ‘Competitive 
Business Environment for 
Inclusive and Sustainable 
Industrial Development.’

PM: List traders given money to buy cotton
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about 500,000 farmers across the 
country.

Under the new system –farmers will 
be required to open a bank account 
into which their payments will be 
made.

Earlier, Minister for Agriculture 
Japhet Hasunga requested the premier 
to extend the exhibitions for some 

days.
Speaking recently when he visited 

the NMB Bank pavilion during the 
Nanenane Exhibition in Nyakabindi, 
Simiyu region, the newly appointed 
Deputy Minister, Hussein Bashe 
said the government through the 
ministry plans to create a friendly 
environment for financial institutions 
to invest in agriculture and putting 
in place a proper lending system for 

farmers.
“There are problems with inputs 

especially in cotton farming, where 
the government through the cotton 
board has spent a lot of money 
importing and exporting for farmers 
but the results have not been clear,” 
he said.

He asked inancial institutions 
to discuss how to provide credit to 
farmers, also stop using agents and 

instead go directly to the sub-sector 
to spend their money and it will be 
returned by farmers as soon as possible 
after harvesting.

Cotton, which is grown in 56 
districts in 17 regions of Tanzania 
Mainland, is one among strategic 
crops to help with the transformation 
of the economy towards a semi-
industrialized middle income status 
by 2025.

PM: List traders given money to buy cotton

we hope that our report will suiciently inluence 
public opinion to that efect.”

While fossil fuel burning for energy generation 
and transport garners the most attention, 
activities relating to land management, including 
agriculture and forestry, produce almost a quarter 
of heat-trapping gases. The race to limit global 
warming to 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial 
levels � the goal of the international Paris climate 
agreement reached in 2015 � might be a lost battle 
unless land is used in a more sustainable and 
climate-friendly way, the latest IPCC report says.

The report highlights the need to preserve 
and restore forests, which soak up carbon from 
the air, and peat lands, which release carbon 
if dug up. Cattle raised on pastures of cleared 
woodland are particularly emission-intensive, it 
says. This practice often comes with large-scale 
deforestation such as in Brazil or Colombia. Cows 
also produce large amount of methane, a potent 
greenhouse-gas, as they digest their food.

The report states with high conidence that 
balanced diets featuring plant-based, and 
sustainably-produced animal-sourced food 
“present major opportunities for adaptation and 
mitigation while generating signiicant co-beneits 
in terms of human health.”

By 2050, dietary changes could free millions 
of square kilometres of land, and reduce global 
CO2 emissions by up to eight billion tonnes per 
year, relative to business as usual, the scientists 
estimate.

“It’s really exciting that the IPCC is getting such 
a strong message across,” says Ruth Richardson, 
the Toronto-based executive director at the 
Global Alliance for the Future of Food, a strategic 
coalition of philanthropic foundations. “We need 
radical transformation, not incremental shifts, 
towards a global land use and food system that 
serves our climate needs.”

The report cautions that land must remain 
productive to feed a rising world population. 
Warming enhances plant growth in some regions, 
but in others � including northern Eurasia, parts 
of North America, Central Asia and tropical Africa 
� increasing water stress seems to reduce the rate 
of photosynthesis. So the use of biofuel crops and 
the creation of new forests� seen as measures with 
the potential to mitigate global warming � must 
be carefully managed to avoid the risk of food 
shortage and biodiversity loss, the report says.

Farmers and communities around the world 
must also reckon with more intense rainfall, loods 
and droughts resulting from climate change, 
warns the IPCC. Land degradation and expanding 

deserts threaten to afect food security, increase 
poverty and drive migration, the report says.

About a quarter of the Earth’s land area 
appears to sufer soil degradation already � and 
climate change is expected to make things worse, 
particularly in low-lying coastal areas, river deltas, 
drylands and permafrost areas. Sea level rise is 
adding to coastal erosion in some regions, the 
report says.

Industrialised farming practices are responsible 
for much of the observed soil erosion and 
pollution, says Andre Laperrière, the Oxford-
based executive director of Global Open Data 
for Agriculture and Nutrition, an initiative to 
make relevant scientiic information accessible 
worldwide.

The report might provide a much-needed, 
authoritative call to action, he says. “The 
biggest hurdle we face is to try and teach about 
half a billion farmers globally to re-work their 
agricultural model to be carbon sensitive.”

 Nobre also hopes that the IPCC’s voice will 
give greater prominence to land use issues in 
upcoming climate talks. “I think that the policy 
implications of the report will be positive in terms 
of pushing all tropical countries to aim at reducing 
deforestation rates,” he says.

Regular assessments
Since 1990, the IPCC has regularly assessed the 

scientiic literature, producing comprehensive 
reports every six years, and special reports on 
speciic aspects of climate change � such as the 
present study � at irregular intervals.

A special report released last year concluded 
that global greenhouse-gas emissions which hit 
an all-time high of more than 37 billion tonnes in 
2018 must sharply decline in the very near future 
to limit global warming to 1.5 degrees � and that 
this will require drastic action without further 
delay. The IPCC’s next special report, about the 
ocean and ice sheets in a changing climate, is due 
next month.

Governments from across the world will 
consider the IPCC’s latest indings at a UN climate 
summit next month in New York. The next round 
of climate talks of parties to the Paris agreement 
will then take place in December in the Chilean 
capital of Santiago.

António Guterres, the UN secretary general 
and secretary to the panel, said last week that it is 
“absolutely essential” to implement that landmark 
agreement � and “to do so with an enhanced 
ambition”.

“We need to mainstream climate change risks 
across all decisions,” he said. “That is why I am 
telling leaders: don’t come to the summit with 
beautiful speeches.”

FROM PAGE 1

Eat less meat, says UN climate change panel 

Deputy minister in the Vice President’s Office (Union and Environment) Mussa Sima looks how gold is being purified by using mercury at Mugusu area in Geita 
region yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Health, Community Development, Gender, Elderly and Children Permanent Secretary Dr Zainabu Chaula addresses Dodoma Institute of Health 
and Allied Sciences students during her visit on Wednesday. Photo: Correspondent Ubrahim Joseph

(EAC) and the African Union has 
accepted Kiswahili as an oicial 
language,” he reiterated.

Octavian Mshiu of the SADC Business 
Council said the council will provide 
support for President John Magufuli as 
he assumes the SADC chairmanship.

“With the strong leadership of 
President Magufuli, Tanzania will 
spearhead the region’s industrialization 
agenda,” said Mshiu, noting that the 
council will mostly give suggestions to 
governments and the SADC Secretariat 
rather than complaining.

He called on member states to 

use available resources to build the 
economy, quoting the late Mwalimu 
Nyerere who once asserted that African 
can become an economic powerhouse 
if countries trade within themselves.

Earlier, SADC Executive Secretary Dr 
Stergomena Tax said that declarations 
of the 4th SADC Industrialization 
Week should also insist on the need 
for countries to ensure afordable and 
accessible energy.

Dr Tax noted that member states 
should look beyond gas and energy 
as major infrastructures, to consider 
tapping other sources of energy to 
facilitate industrialization.

FROM PAGE 1

Shein: SADC states must ratify 
protocols, implement them           

licence granted to Green Mile Safari Company, 
bringing to a halt the irm’s game tracking 
activities on the East Lake Natron tourism 
hunting block.

“While we support the minister’s decision 
to revoke the Green Miles hunting licence, it 
is important to remind them that the debt that 
the irm owes to villages here was not revoked. 
So it is high time they settle their dues before 
packing,” the DC airmed.

Speaking during the meeting, 
representatives of the 23 villages claimed that 
more than 329 million/- was owed to them by 
Green Miles Safaris Limited which conducted 
hunting activities in the area, but has not been 
paying village dues. 

Mundarara Ward councillor Alois Mushao 
revealed that as per contract, the company was 
required to pay an annual fee of 5.5 million/- to 
each of the 23 villages, but since 2013 when the 
agreement was signed, the investor managed 

to settle only the irst year’s dues.
“And when we started complaining last 

year, hosting the Deputy Minister here, the 
management of Green Miles again paid the 
dues for another year. This means the irm is 
yet to pay accumulated dues for ive years. 

Around 47 firms were granted hunting 
licences in various parts of the country 
and are supposed to settle annual fees 
amounting to US $ 5000 to each of the 
villages in their precincts, money which 
is supposed to be invested in community 
development projects.

In addition to paying levies to the villages, 
hunting irms were also obliged to assist in 
anti-poaching and illegal logging activities in 
protected areas. 

The Longido DC also expressed concern 
over an incident of the killing of 16 girafes by 
poachers, within the space of three months 
last year, all occurring in the hunting block 
belonging to Green Miles Limited, indicating 
that there was some laxity in issues of security 

in the management.
The Longido District Administrative Oicer, 

Toba Nguvila said the hunting irm was 
conducting some illegal practices in the area, 
including torturing animals, using automatic 
weapons to kill game and allowing children to 
hunt with irearms.

Elinami Mshau, a resident of Orupekeni 
village said they hoped that the new investor 
will be considerate enough to ensure that 
local villages beneitted from hunting in like 
manner as the irm.

Eforts to contact Green Miles Safaris 
director Abdalah Salum Awadhi were 
unsuccessful  yesterday as he failed to pick 
up his phone. However, on Wednesday he 
released a statement claiming that they have 
not yet received any letter from the ministry 
revoking their licence.

But the Longido DC said the oicial letter 
was sent to the Green Miles oice yesterday, 
which means the matter was valid when he 
spoke, not when he failed to pick the phone.

FROM PAGE 1

Hunting irm assets held for defaulting on villages’ levy 

FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Reporter

THE leading digital lifestyle company 
Tigo Tanzania has today launched a 
3G network site in Kisaki, Morogoro 
region. 

Speaking at the launch event in 
Kisaki, Tigo’s Morogoro regional 
sales manager, Frank Anthony, said 
availability of the 3G network in the 
area will positively impact economic 
and social activities in the area. 

“With the launch of the 3G site 
in Kisaki, we are creating a better 
experience for our customers who live 
in the rural areas to enjoy innovative 
digital services including content 
being developed for education, 
entertainment and business. This will 
surely open up new opportunities and 

foster socio-economic development.”
Anthony said along with faster data 

speeds, the 3G network provides a 
much better call quality and level of 
reliability.

“In addition, customers who will 
purchase any internet packages will be 
awarded with 100MBs every day for 30 
days. This ofer is valid for 30 days from 
the launch of the 3G site,” he said.

The launch of Tigo’s 3G service in 
Kisaki is a continuation of the network’s 
series of launches of the same in other 
regions across the country.

The Kisaki 3G site launch is the tenth 
out of 52 sites across the country that 
are lined up for an upgrade to the 3G 
and 4G LTE network particularly in the 
central, coastal, south, north and Lake 
zones. 

Telecom launches 3G 
network site in Kisaki

President Dk. Ali Mohamed Shein
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By Guardian Reporter

ABOUT 80 Tanzanian government 
officials have been supported to 
undergo Master’s programme in 
Korea through Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (KOICA), according 
to ambassador of the Republic of Korea 
to Tanzania, CHO Tae-ick.

He made the revelation in Dar es 
Salaam on Tuesday when speaking at 
the 2019 Joint Alumni Conference of 
the Global Korea Scholarship (GKS) 
and KOICA’s scholarship programme in 
Tanzania. The event brought together 
those who had come back from Korea 
and those who are expected to begin 
their studies in Korea starting this year.

Addressing participants, ambassador 
Tae-ick said the government officials 
have been undergoing studies since 
2012. He added that apart from the 
officials, the GKS had supported almost 
80 Tanzanian students to pursue 
undergraduate and graduate studies 

since 2008.
“Most of the scholarship beneficiaries 

come back to Tanzania and become 
important assets to the socio-economic 
development as Tanzania travels 
its path towards realisation of the 
development vision 2025 and steps 
towards becoming a middle-income 
country”, said the ambassador noting 
that Korea once travelled the same path 
that Tanzania is now taking.

He noted that Tanzania and 
Korea have enjoyed a good bilateral 
relationship since 1992, and that 
Tanzania is one of the 24 priority 
partner countries of Koreas’ official 
development aid (ODA) for the year 
2016/2020.

He said Tanzania has received $ 
517 million from Korea for the past 

27 years. He said that Korea has 
been a major partner for Tanzania’s 
development cooperation in areas such 
as agriculture, fisheries, education, 
vocational training, healthcare, ICT, 
water management and infrastructure 
development.

Ambassador Tae-ick said the 
assistance is being extended through 
Korea’s aid agencies including 
Korea Exim Bank, KOICA and 
Korea Foundation for International 
Healthcare (KOFIH). 

Tanzania opened its Embassy in 
Seoul Korea in January 2018 which was a 
landmark for the relationship between 
the two countries. The Embassy was 
opened by the then Foreign Affairs 
Mininster Augustine Mahiga.

One of the Alumni, Dr Robert 

Suphian a lecturer at the University 
of Dar es Salaam Business School 
and coordinator at Korea Studies 
Center (KSC-UDSM) urged selected 
Tanzania students who are going 
Korea to concentrate on studies as 
the universities has good libraries and 
higher student/teacher ratio.

“Koreans are disciplined, you must 
respect their culture by working 
hard, keeping time, be opne as well as 
respecting elders”, Dr Suphian noted.

Another beneficiary, Judith 
Kidamba currently working with 
Korean company—GS Engineering  
and Construction Cooperation, 
constructing the new Selander Bridge 
in Dar es Salaam, insisted on Tanzanian 
students to follow traditional rules of 
Koreans so as to cope with life.

Tanzanian  officials and students benefit
from the Korea educational programmes

By  Correspondent Felix Andrew 

TANZANIA has harmonised a total 
of 30 standards that are applicable 
in Southern African Development 
Community (SADC), it has been learnt.

Speaking at the ongoing SADC 
industrialisation Week and exhibition 
, the Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
public relations officer Neema Mtemvu 
, said the standards were harmonised 
according to the requests  from the 
manufacturers and traders.

She said  traders who want to export 
goods to the SADC region has to contact    
TBS  to understand lists of harmonised  
standards .

According to her , the bureau would 
continue to harmonise standards 
according to the  requirements of the 
country involved.

“Harmonisation of standards is 
a continuous process, we shall not 
hesitate to do so in order to help our 
manufacturers access markets in the 
SADC region” , she added.

Mtemvu  urged  Small and Medium 
entrepreneurs to approve  their 
products with relevant organs that 
would enable them to secure markets 
in nearby countries.

She said  the  quality mark  licence  
which is issued by the bureau  is 
recognised  and accepted all over the 
country.

TBS in collaboration with other 
government organs has been 
supporting SMEs to access quality mark 

after following  several procedures, she 
said

“Up to moment a total of 300 SMEs 
had been supported free of charge 
to access the mark and now they are 
able to sell their products in local and 
foreign markets,” she added.

Explaining on the mark, she said it 
gives the  mandate to the companies to 
undertake measures for quality control 
of products of all descriptions and 
promote standardisation in industry 
and commerce.

She noted that most of the industries 
tend to ignore to bring their products 
for approval something which led 
to unnecessary delays and losses 
for manufacturers concerned, it is 
important to consult us voluntarily for 
the betterment of the consumers.

The official directed all the 
manufacturers to continue producing 
goods that meet TBS standards to avoid 
legal  measures.

It was  reported  recently that some  
SMEs had secured market  of their 
products outside the country.

“Already there are  many  certified 
SMEs  that had now secured  markets 
of their products in  the East Africa 
Community (EAC) and Southern Africa  
Development Community ,” said a 
senior official from the bureau.

Apart from licence, she said 
manufacturers must also   adhere to 
integrity during production processes 
that would make their products be 
marketable.

Tanzania now 
harmonises 30 
standards used 
in SADC region

Korea International Cooperation Agency deputy country director K- hyun Baik talks at the Koica alumni conference organised by Global Korea Scholarship and 
Koica held in Dar es Salaam on Tuesday. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa (L) presents a trophy to the director of operations, Workers Compensation Fund (WCF)Anselim Peter for emerging the first winner 
in Social Security Fund category during the NaneNane fair at Nyakabindi grounds in Simiyu region yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent James Kandoya

ARDHI University student Humphrey 
Mrema yesterday emerged the winner 
of the China-Tanzania friendship 
Awards Essay Competition that aimed 
at sharing their stories and emotions 
about China-Tanzania Friendship.

Maro, who is pursuing a Bachelor of 
Science and Regional Urban Planning  
degree expressed his intentions of 
ensuring more girl’s students get access 
to sanitary pads.

“I appeal to the embassy to support 
my goal of ensuring that more girls 
students have access to sanitary pads 
to enable them to do well in their 
studies, ”he said.

According to Maro, who is also the 
co-founder of  a Non-Government 
Organization   ‘Youth Survival 
Organisation’ hinted that  sanitary 
pads were one of the major challenges 
facing most girls students in Tanzania 
the situation which sometimes make 
them fail to attend   classes for several 
days.

He added  that currently he was 
finalising his proposal intended 
to be submitted  to the Chinese 
embassy in the country for further 
implementation.

“Trust me, even if today all countries 
in the world will disappear and 
remaining Tanzania and China, still 
our country Tanzania will sustain to 
provide for her people because China 
is not only  our friend, but also our 
companion, our neighbour and our 
hope at times of difficulties, ”he said.

In the ceremony held at embassy 
premises  Maro was awarded a 
certificate  and cash prize of 300,000/- 
while winners of the second prize 
were Hobokela Mwimbe from Songwe 
Regional Commissioner’s Office and 
Landeline Mutajwaa from J.W Bukanga 
high school in Musoma, Mara region 
who received 200,000/- each.

The third winners  among the 
English and Swahili articles were 
Phelister Marwa,   quality assurance 
officer from the Ministry for Health, 
Community Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children, Rebbeca Patrick 
from Sokoine University of Agriculture 
and David Mahene from Mkwawa 
University College of Education.

However due to their outstanding 

performance, Wang Xiaole (Ayube 
Damiani),Hasan Manyama and Li 
Xianhui from the demonstration centre 
of China agricultural technology were 
awarded special contribution awards.

Speaking at the awarding ceremony, 
the Chinese ambassador to Tanzania 
Wang Ke said the essay competition was 
organised in collaboration between the 
China embassy and Tanzania-China 
Friendship Promotion Association.

She said since the event was 
launched, quite a number of Tanzanian 
friends and Chinese compatriots 
submitted their articles ,among them 
was a 80-years old retired executive 
who took part in the founding of 
Chinese-Tanzania joint shipping 
company in 1966.

The envoy said the articles showcased 
the China-Tanzania relationship that  
also deep rooted in the people, relying 
on the people and truly benefitting the 
people.

“Bearing the good wishes of carrying 
forward the China-Tanzania friendship 
and in line with the people-centred 
concept, we will continue to uplift 
the China-Tanzania relations to a new 
level, ”she said.

“We will also give more resources 
to  people’s livelihoods by increasing 
support in the fields of education, 
health care and water supply, making 
the Rafiki programme cover more and 
more people, ”she added.

The envoy highlighted the need 
to encourage people-to-people 
exchanges, particularly the youths 
exchanges and youth development, 
and make    the China-Tanzania 
Friendship successfully  for the future 
generations.

Representing secretary general of 
the Tanzania and China Friendship 
Promotion Association Joseph 
Kahama  said the association played 
a very significant role to ensure the 
friendship between the two countries 
was maintained.

“The essay competition was not   
meant to make our youth compete 
among themselves but as a platform 
to reflect, renew our the partnership 
and impart the knowledge about our 
historical friendship to the young 
Tanzanians, so that they can own, 
cherish it with their heart,” she 
explained.

TIB Development Bank’s board chairperson Dr. Mary Mashingo (R) admires cables locally produced by Konnectt Wire Co. Ltd during the 4th SADC Industrialisation 
Week ongoing at  Julius Nyerere International Convention Centre in Dar es Salaam. Looking on are Konnectt Wire Co. Ltd’s sales officer Ally Omary (L) and TIB 
Development Bank’s marketing and corporate affairs manager Saidi Mkabakuli (C).Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent,   Bariadi

THE rolling out of Electronic Tax 
Stamps (ETS) to carbonate and soft 
drinks has helped the Tanzania 
Revenue Authority (TRA) to know the 
number of products that the country 
produces and the tax to be collected.

Apart from this, the ETS has increased 
revenue, increased tax base and closed 
tax evasion gaps among manufactures 
according to TRA’s Tax Payer Education 
officer Godfrey Kumwembe.

“We have now managed to know how 

many products the country produces 
and at the same time we also know how 
much tax they are supposed to pay,” he 
said in an interview during the ongoing 
Agriculture exhibition fair (NaneNane) 
in Simiyu region.  

He said currently TRA is working 
on finalising a process whereby a 
user can verify ETS stamps through 
an application in the phone first on 
soft drinks, water, juice and CD and 
DVDs.

TRA collected 15trn/- in 2018/19 
financial year on the targeted 18bn/-.

The commissioner for policy 
analysis at the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning Mgonya Benedicto said 
the ETS application on phone will 
control manufactures who have been 
installing fake stamps on products 
hence subjecting the government to 
losses.

TRA announced 1st August this 
year as the effective date for the 
implementation of phase two of the 
ETS to carbonated and soft drinks 
manufacturing companies.

According to TRA, the ETS second 

phase will also apply to products such 
as sweetened or flavored waters and 
other non-alcoholic beverages, with 
the exclusion of fruit vegetable juice.

He decision to roll out the ETS 
and ending physical stamps, stems 
from incidents of tax evasion and 
counterfeiting.

In January this year, TRA started the 
first phase of ETS system on wines, 
spirits and cigarettes. The system was 
fully rolled out for all alcoholic drinks, 
cigarettes and bottled water on June 15, 
this year.

By Guardian Correspondent, Manyara

LACK of paid maternity leave 
amongst many women in Tanzania 
was a major challenge  facing mother’s 
failure to exclusively breastfeed their 
babies.

The situation also hinders mothers  
to continue breastfeeding their babies 
for the recommended period of six 
months. Statistics indicates that in 
Africa and Asia only one among 10 
women get enough time to breastfeed 

their children while globally the 
number is four in every 10 women.

However, it has been discovered that 
women with low income get back to 
their jobs earlier after delivery.   Studies 
show that some of them breastfeed 
their babies for the first few days.

The remarks were made on 
Wednesday during the celebrations 
to mark   the international World 
Breastfeeding Week held at Riroda 
ward in Babati district, Manyara region. 
The event was organized by World 

Vision Tanzania (WVT).
The World Breastfeeding Week is 

celebrated every year to encourage 
breastfeeding and improve the health 
of babies around the world. Babati

District Commissioner, Elizabeth 
Kitundu said Tanzania has recorded 
many successes in facilitating 
breastfeeding and children nutrition, 
but yet more has to be done to improve 
the situation.

She said that only 40.6 per cent of 
babies are exclusively breastfed for six 

months in Manyara region while the 
national rate is 57.8 per cent.

The DC noted that global statistics 
show that nearly 90 per cent of the 
employees including   women are from 
the informal sector facing a   a number 
of challenges that hinder them from 
properly breastfeeding their babies.

Dc Kitundu named the challenges as 
long distance from their residences to 
work places, long working hours and 
unfavourable working environment.

World Vision Tanzania nutrition 

officer in Babati district, Joan Msuya 
called upon males to support their 
partners and avoid making love for 
at least three months after delivery. 
She insisted that to ensure proper 
breastfeeding, women have to get fully 
support from their spouses.

Speaking on behalf of other women 
who are currently breastfeeding, 
Felista Munna (37) commended World 
Vision Tanzania for educating them 
on proper ways to breast feed their 
children. 

Coordinator for children and 
maternity health in Manyara, Emma 
Ngatoluwa said that 2018 data indicate 
that  90.2 per cent of the babies in 
the region are given supplementary 
food  at six or eight months. The 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
recommends exclusive breastfeeding 
starting within one hour after birth 
until a baby is 6 months old. Nutritious 
complementary foods should then be 
added while continuing to breastfeed 
for up to 2 years or beyond.

Mothers  failure to breastfeed is associated with lack of paid maternity leave-says study

Ardhi University student wins 
‘China-Tanzania friendship 
Awards Essay’ competition

Electronic Tax Stamps helps TRA to 
identify products made in Tanzania

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE Permanent Secretary (PS) in 
the ministry of Health Community 
Development, Gender, the Elderly 
and Children, Dr Zainabu Chaula has 
put health training institutions on 
the spotlight for  the delay in issuing 
certificates to graduates once they 
completed studies.

Speaking here yesterday, she said 
there are about 77 institutions that are 
notorious  for the delay, causing a lot 
of confusion to their graduates who 
need the certificates to apply for jobs 
or promotions at work places.

She issued a three months ultimatum 
for any of such training facilities that 
have not issued the documents to do so 
immediately.

Chaula made the statement    while 
addressing management and the  
students of Dodoma Institute of Health 
and Allied Sciences (DIHAS).

She called on health training 
facilities  in the country to ensure  that 
they provide their past students who 
had not been given certificates   before 
action is taken on them.

 “In the past there was this challenge 
where by health colleges failed to 
issue certificates on time, but the 

government has started working on 
the matter,” she said, adding that such 
delays were violation of the graduates 
rights.

She also called upon management 
of the training institutions to be more 
innovative and creative in the process 
to increase revenues so as to   provide 
meals  for the students.

“Students come from different 
backgrounds thus it is prudent to 
provide meals for them as it is proper 
to study while thinking about how  and 
where you will get food,” she noted.

On a different note, the PS also 
challenged students who completed 
studies at the health institutions to 
show difference in health services 
deliverance.

The head of Dodoma Institute of 
Health and Allied  Sciences, Rehema 
Mligo while addressing the meeting 
said the total number of students at 
the college is  250 with 15 trainers 
and eight  supporting staff  and three 
other staff members from outside the 
college.

She said the college was initially 
known as Mirembe was established in 
1973 with the aim to provide training 
on maternal health care as well as 
mental health care.

PS puts health training 
institutions on spotlight 
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By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Association of Non-
Governmental Organizations (TANGO) 
is today conducting a consultation 
forum for Civil Society Organisations 
(CSOs)  to create shared understanding 
and collective engagement of various 
regional matters ahead of the Southern 
African Development Community 
(SADC) ministerial and heads of state 
summit.

During the forum, delegates are 
expected to evaluate achievement 
of the 2015-2020 Regional Indicative 
Strategic Development Plan (RISDP) of 
SADC, among others.

A statement released yesterday by 
TANGO programme manager, Zaa 
Twalangeti said that CSOs from across 
the country will make submission 
regarding the performance of the 
RISDP and their demands to the 
ministers and heads of state summit 
which is slated for August 17th and 
18th,2019.

Under RISDP countries within 
SADC had set goals on industrial 
development, market integration, 
which is making progress although 
intra-regional trade had remained 
small.

Others are financial integration, 
infrastructure development, 
peace and security cooperation, 
institutional framework and special 
programmes which were designed to 
result in improved human capacities 
for socio-economic development 
such as education, health, HIV/Aids 
and other diseases of public health 
importance.

The special programmes also 
includes employment and labour, 
food and nutrition security, trans-
boundary natural resources, 
environment, statistics, private sector, 
gender equality, science, technology 
and innovation and research and 

development.
According to TANGO 30 per cent of 

the mentioned special programmes 
have been achieved and more are 
likely to be achieved by the end of the 
implementation period.

The organisation suggest that to 
achieve all the targeted goals under 
RISDP, member states should enhance 
the pace of ratifying protocols once 
they are finalized and take initiatives to 
domesticate and implement them.

It calls for the SADC Secretariat 
be more proactive in including civil 
society and the private sector in the 
design of policies and strategies as 
well as ensuring the visibility of SADC 
regional programs is increased among 
all member states and promoting 
credibility for a regional institution 
and cultivating the spirit of a regional 
community. 

Civil society organizations 
underscores the need to trade 
more with each other in SADC in 
products with value added hence the 
case for developing regional value 
chains. Trade related infrastructure 
constraints and other trade policy 
instruments such as Non-Tariff 
Barriers (NTBs) and restrictive rules 
of origin should continue to be 
accorded high priority. 

“Some Member States usually 
scrutinize CSOs and the private sector 
favouring those leaning towards the 
status quo. There is a perception 
that NGOs and CSOs advocating for 
change are not welcome. SADC needs 
to become more open so that it can 
mitigate Member States shortcomings 
so as to get more informed opinion”, 
read the statement in part. 

It recommends that initiatives are 
taken to ensure alternative means of 
resource mobilization especially in 
mobilization of resources and ensure 
that the Regional Development Fund is 
operationalised. 

Sunflower growers seek loans to boost production

Deputy minister in the President’s Office (Public Management Good Governance) Dr. Mary Mwanjelwa together with Ngara constituency MP Alex Gashaza (R) and 
Ngara District Commissioner Lt Conl Michael Mtenjele on their way to   inspect   tree planting  farm  initiated by Tasaf beneficiaries in Kagera region yesterday. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter, Simiyu

SMALL holder farmers engaging in 
sunflower cultivation in Meatu district, 
Simiyu region have appealed to the 
government to assist them secure loans 
from banks and financial institutions 
to increase capital and expand their 
businesses.

They were concerned that lack of 
enough capital had been hindering 
their efforts to expand and engage in 
large commercial farming.

Speaking on behalf of sunflower 
farmers, Elizabeth Nguhi from 

Tumaini Sunflower Framer’s Group 
told journalist that they are in need 
of capital to be able to engage in 
large commercial farming of maize, 
sunflower seeds and establishment of 
sunflower processing factories.

She was speaking yesterday at the 
Byakabindi grounds in Bariadi district, 
Simiyu region during celebrations to 
end the week long agricultural trade 
fair popularly known as Nane Nane.

According to Nguhi, most of the 
framers in the region have set targets 
to produce more sunflower seeds, but 
they are facing financial constraints 

to expand their farms and purchase 
processing machines. 

“We do not have enough capital to 
expand our businesses. With financial 
assistance we can grow more sunflower 
seeds and process them locally”, she 
said adding that one acre is hired at 
80,000/- per season.

OFXAM international, Charles 
Buregeya said the organisation is 
working with a Dar es Salaam based 
non-governmental organisation—Relief  
Development Society (REDESO) to 
economically empower farmers in the 
region.

He said that members of the Tumaini 
Sunflower Framer’s Group were 
provided with 500,000 each.

Tanzania spends at least 400bn/- per 
year to import edible oil, according 
to the Agricultural Non State Actors 
Forum (ANSAF). The country currently 
imports at least 500,000 tonnes 
of edible oil annually while local 
production stands at 180,000 tonnes.

According to the 2015 report by the 
world Food Agricultural Organization 
(FAO), Tanzania is expected to produce 
1 million tonnes of sunflower seeds by 
2023.

NGO’s association conducts 
consultation forum for CSOs
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 By Guardian Reporter 

SIXTY-FOUR students from low income families in Mbeya 
Region are now getting free education at the Dar es Salaam-
based Patrick Mission High School as part of the institution’s 
move to assist the needy children in the society.

School director, Ndele Mwaselela revealed this yesterday 
when speaking to journalists on the school’s plan to contrib-
ute to the government’s efforts to improve education sector.

Mwaselela said the decision came after being asked by 
some regional and district readers to help students from 
poor families to get free education at his school.

 “As a learning institution, we responded to their requests 
because we know the importance of education and in this 
we’re complementing the government’s efforts to boost the 
country’s education sector,” he said.

Mwaselela said his move to improve education sector es-
pecially in Mbeya Region was recognised by President’s Of-
fice Local Government and Regional Administration who re-
warded him with certificates as among important education 
stakeholders.

“I am proud of this recognition from presidency office 
because it encourages me to continue with efforts of help-
ing students from poor families to enjoy better education 
like others and that’s why I am always ready to renovate and 
build new classrooms and toilets to enable public school’s 
students learn in good environment,” he said.

He said as one of education stakeholders he will always 
do what he can do to make sure even students from public 
schools enjoy good learning environment adding that other 
people must complement government’s efforts to build and 
renovate their classrooms and toilets.

Mwaselela said each year, Patrick Mission High School 
enroll students who enjoy free education with full accom-
modation and later graduate with good performance to high 
level and universities.

Mwaselela said he is now in a campaign to sharpen teach-
ers’ skills in Mbeya Region something which he said will help 
the region do wonders in the coming national examinations 
for both primary and secondary schools.

By Guardian Reporter

TIGO Tanzania has announced that it is the official pro-
vider of Wi-Fi connectivity to all the attendees at the 39th 
Ordinary Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) 
Ordinary Summit which kicked off on August 5th at the Ju-
lius Nyerere International Conference Centre ( JNICC).

Tigos’ contribution leverages upon this years’ 39th SADC 
Summit theme; A Conducive Environment for inclusive and 
sustainable industrial development, increased intra-regional 
Trade and Job Creation, whereby the free Wi-Fi connectivity 
and Tigo business solutions on offer will ensure that national 
and international delegates are connected with what is going 
on around the globe and thereby enhance regional integra-
tion and industrial development. 

This was further cemented by the Prime Minister of Tan-
zania, Kassim Majaliwa, who visited the Tigo booth on the 
August 6, 2019, whereby he lauded Tigo’s zeal to sponsor 
free internet connectivity for visiting delegates and also ex-
pressed his satisfaction on the quality of the ultra-fast Wi-Fi 
at the Summit.

“Tigo’s Managing Director, Simon Karikari said: “Tigo is the 
leading provider of business to business solutions (B2B) and 
has always strived to provide the best services for customers 
in the country. The fact that we are able to offer ultra - fast 
internet to the SADC delegates is a proof that our services are 
of world class standard.”

Visitors and delegates at the summit will get to experience 
the ultra-fast 4G+ network which further distinguishes Tigo 
as the mobile operator that offers its innovative services that 
address the dynamic needs of national and multi-national 
customers.

 “We are pleased to offer free internet connectivity to vis-
iting delegates from the SADC member states so that they 
can be able to keep abreast with happenings in their home 
country while at the same time following proceedings at the 
summit,” added Karikari.

By Correspondent James Kandoya

DEPUTY Minister for Water Jumaa 
Aweso has directed the Tarime District 
Council in Mara region to breach the 
contract with Kumba Quality Ltd Com-
pany implementing the construction of 
Gamasara water project after showing 
dissatisfaction with its progress. 

Aweso made the directive yesterday 
after a tour that aimed among other 
things to inspect water project imple-
mented in the region. 

He said since 2018, the government 
has paid 50bn/- but up to August 2019 
its implementation had only reached 
20 percent and according to him the 
contactor has disappeared. 

“Indeed, I’m not satisfied with pro-
gress of the project, I therefore direct 
you, the Tarime District Council to 
breach the contact with current water 
contactor,” he said. 

He however urged the Rural Water 
Supply and Sanitation Agency (RUWA-
SA) in Musoma to continue supervising 

and complete the remaining job.
In his tour Aweso also inspected one 

water borehole drilled well in Gamar-
asa village that use a pump manufac-
tured by a graduate at Sokoine Univer-
sity of Agriculture (SUA), James Ryoba, 
water irrigation engineer. 

In another development, the govern-
ment said it was finalising the process 
of signing a contract with the Arab 
Bank for Economic Development in 
Africa (BADEA) and The Social Fund 
for Development (SFD) to construct 
Mugango-Kiabakari water project in 
Mara region.

Aweso said the project worth 
US$30.69 million will be signed on Au-
gust 15, this year and aimed at improv-
ing water services in Mugango, Kiaba-
kari, Butiama, adding; the process of 
tendering is still going on.

He said once the project was com-
pleted, about 80,000 people of 13 vil-
lages residing 12 kilometres  from the 
main water pipe will benefit from the 
project adding that the government 

had set 8.5 bn/- to construct it. 
“The aim of the government was to 

end water problems to the people liv-
ing in lake zone,” he insisted.

 In Tanzania, demand for both water 
and sanitation are high. The market for 
water products (storage tanks, pipes, 
rain harvesting facilities, etc.) and sup-
pliers appears to be dynamic. And by 
taking advantage of the growing digital 
finance sector, there is a strong oppor-
tunity for our WaterCredit solution in 
Tanzania. 

On April 6, this year, President John 
Magufuli directed the former Min-
ister for Water and Irrigation, Prof 
Makame Mbarawa, to sit with his 
experts and design ways that will fa-
cilitate quick supply of clean water in 
needy areas. 

This came after Prof Mbarawa high-
lighted, among other things, the infra-
structural challenges his ministry was 
facing when it comes to the distribu-
tion of water to residential areas in 
Tunduru district, Ruvuma region.

Aweso dissatisfied with Gamasara 
water project implementation pace

Private school in Mbeya 
registers over 60 needy 
students for free education

TIGO named official provider 
of internet connectivity at the 
2019 SADC ordinary Summit

Motorbike rider and passenger ignore the signboard prohibiting them to use the road along Church of Pinda at Kinondoni 
in  the outskirts of Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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I
N politics, humanitarian aid, 
and social science, hunger is a 
condition in which a person, for a 
sustained period, is unable to eat 

sufficient food to meet basic nutritional 
needs. So in the field of hunger relief, 
the term hunger is used in a sense that 
goes beyond the common desire for 
food that all humans experience. 

Throughout history, portions of the 
world’s population have often suffered 
sustained periods of hunger. In many 
cases, this resulted from food supply 
disruptions caused by war, plagues, or 
adverse weather. While progress was 
uneven, by 2015 the threat of extreme 
hunger subsided for many of the 
world’s people. According to figures 
published by the FAO in 2019 however, 
the number of people suffering from 
chronic hunger has been increasing 
over the last four years. This is both as 
a percentage of the world’s population, 
and in absolute terms, with about 821 
million afflicted with hunger in 2018. 

While most of the world’s hungry 
people continue to live in Asia, much 
of the increase in hunger since 2015 
occurred in Africa and South America. 
The FAO’s 2017 report discussed 
three principal reasons for the recent 
increase in hunger: climate, conflict, 
and economic slowdowns. The 2018 
report focused on extreme weather as a 
primary driver of the increase in hunger, 
finding rises were especially severe 
in countries where the agricultural 
systems were most sensitive to extreme 
variations in weather. While the FAO’s 
2019 report found there was also a 
strong correlation between increases 
in hunger and countries that had 
suffered an economic slowdown. 

Many thousands of organisations are 
engaged in the field of hunger relief; 

operating at local, national, regional 
or international levels. Some of these 
organisations are dedicated to hunger 
relief, while others may work in a 
number of different fields.. At the global 
level, much of the world’s hunger relief 
efforts are coordinated by the UN, and 
geared towards achieving the 2030 
Sustainable Development Goal for 
“Zero hunger”. 

 UN leaders gathered to release the 
latest SOFI report detailing this year’s 
progress on SDG 2 of Zero Hunger; 
the report, focusing on the role of 
economic downturn on hunger, found 
that rates of hunger and obesity are still 
on the rise worldwide.

The latest version of the U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
State of Food Security and Nutrition in 
the World report finds that the number 
of hungry people worldwide is on the 
rise for the third year in a row. At a 
discussion of the report’s findings in 
Washington, D.C., experts declared the 
findings exemplary of the challenges 
involved in eradicating hunger and 
malnutrition, as well as the challenges 
involved in achieving Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) 2 of Zero 
Hunger by 2030. 

In 2017, the total number of hungry 
people amounted to 811 million; 
in 2018, it reached a total of 820 
million. “One news article described 
it as ‘global hunger stable,’” explained 
Congressman Jim McGovern at a 
discussion of the report’s findings. “For 
those who suffer from hunger, from 
food insecurity, whose children suffer 
from malnutrition and under nutrition, 
there is nothing stable about their 
situation,” says McGovern. “We can’t 
turn a blind eye to the fact that what is 
stable in their lives is suffering.”

We can stop world hunger

Business is extremely important 
 to a country’s economy

B
USINESS is the activity 
of making one’s living 
or making money by 
producing or buying and 

selling products  such as goods and 
services .    Simply put, it is  any activity 
or enterprise entered into for profit. 
It does not mean it is a company, a 
corporation, partnership, or have 
any such formal organization, but it 
can range from a street peddler to big 
companies . 

Having a business name does not 
separate the business entity from the 
owner, which means that the owner of 
the business is responsible and liable 
for debts incurred by the business. 
If the business acquires debts, the 
creditors can go after the owner’s 
personal possessions. A business 
structure does not allow for corporate 
tax rates. The proprietor is personally 
taxed on all income from the business. 

The term is also often used 
colloquially  but not by lawyers or by 
public officials  to refer to a company. 
A company, on the other hand, is a 
separate legal entity and provides for 
limited liability, as well as corporate 
tax rates. A company structure is more 
complicated and expensive to set up, 
but offers more protection and benefits 
for the owner. 

The private sector has expressed 
satisfaction with reforms made by the 
government recently to enhance ease 
of doing business in the country as 
recommended in the Blueprint whose 
implementation began last year.

Presenting a report on the status 
of implementation of reforms 
highlighted in the Blueprint, Prof 
Lucian Msambichaka said among 
positive reforms is the role redefining 
for the Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
(TBS) and the Tanzania Medicines and 
Medical Devices Authority (TMDA).

This followed as the government 
folded up the Tanzania Foods and 
Drugs Authority (TFDA), a move that 
has reduced the number of permits, 
inspection requirements and fees that 
investors had to apply for.

“The reforms have brought a positive 

impact to both the private sector and 
the government. The private sector 
has been able to significantly reduce 
compliance costs and in turn increase 
productivity. On the other hand, the 
government has observed an increase 
in compliance and in some instances, 
revenue,” said Prof Msambichaka.

The veteran UDSM economist was 
tasked to evaluate the changes as part 
of Tanzania National Business Council 
(TNBC) working groups.

Some of the reforms have been 
highlighted in the Blueprint which 
proposes to improve the business 
environment through reduction of 
regulatory burdens and risks faced by 
businesses in seeking to comply with 
regulations.

The TNBC was established under 
Presidential Circular No. 1 of 2001 
and tasked with fostering public and 
private sector dialogue on issues of 
economic policy. In November 2018, 
Chief Secretary John Kijazi launched 
the TNBC working groups tasked with 
scientifically informing policy makers 
on the best way of implementing 
business enabling environmental 
reforms through public-private 
dialogue.

 The working groups have resolved 
to benchmark the status of reform 
implementation and to communicate 
what has been done so far by the 
government to improve the business 
environment with key stakeholders 
and the broader public, the don noted.

 In his remarks, the minister for Trade 
and Investment, Innocent Bashungwa 
reaffirmed the government’s 
commitment to implementing the 
Blueprint.

“The government believes in a 
private sector driven economy as this 
is essential to achieving middle income 
economy ambitions,” said Bashungwa.

The government will continue 
to use stakeholders’ forums to 
communicate reforms currently 
being implemented and to highlight 
which reforms are and would have 
the highest impact on the private 
sector, the minister underlined.

By  Faiez Jacobs

W
E have to return to what 
Nelson Mandela called 
the ‘RDP of the Soul’ 
when he bemoaned 

the speed with which South Africans 
want to accumulate wealth instead of 
helping others. 

Whenever we celebrate a significant 
event, such as the birth of Nelson 
Mandela or as is the case now, 
National Women’s Month, there is a 
call not to only set a month aside for 
commemorations. 

But, argue those who want more 
from society, let’s make the principles 
that underpinned the life of Mandela 
or Women’s Month a way of life, a 
set of ethics that will unite South 
Africans to do the right thing all the 
time. I agree. As a society, we have 
been fragmented by apartheid and 
brainwashed by a political philosophy 
that wanted, as Hendrik Verwoerd said, 
to turn blacks into hewers of wood 
and drawers of water. Concomitantly 
whites, because of the benefits gifted to 
them by the Verwoerdian philosophy, 
would-be masters over blacks. That 
warped thinking fell in 1994 with the 
first democratic elections to elect a 
new government ever held on South 
African soil. And while we embraced 
the results of those elections, we did 
not do the hard job of removing from 
our presence the stereotypes that 
apartheid had nailed into each group. 

We also did not make a stand over 
what we felt are a set of ethics that 
would be embraced and advanced by 
all South Africans. It is fair to say that 
each language or colour group has 
continued on its own way, following 
its version of what is ethical, without 
giving a thought to a common set of 
ethics for all. 

It is time to stop this ingrained way of 
following different ethics for different 
groups. We need to make every day a 
Mandela Day, as well as turn each day 
into one that is free of violence against 
women, children, the elderly and men. 
We need to change not only for the 
sake of our children but for our own 
sake as well. 

Our country demands this of us: to 
choose an exemplary living, caring 
for others and to turn our back on a 
lifestyle that glitters with the rewards 
that a life of no ethics brings. 

We should resist the temptation to 
fall in love with the vitriol and hate 
that the Economic Freedom Fighters 
(EFF) want to introduce into our life. 

Our struggle, which the angry EFF fails 
to understand, was just, moral, and 
informed by values, beliefs and ethical 
behaviour. 

We should choose the way of 
Mandela, Tambo and the men and 
women who gave their all to our 
struggle for freedom. This should 
not be too difficult because each of 
the world’s major religions and many 
people’s groups follows its own version 
of the Golden Rule that says, “do unto 
others”. 

In our own country, we have the 
concept of Ubuntu: a person is a person 
through other people. Accepting a 
life filled with common South African 
ethics is a choice all South Africans have 
to make and follow. It’s not a choice 
that the government can make for us: 
it’s a personal one that if welcomed into 
our midst by the majority will change 
our country and government. In the 
ANC this approach is encapsulated 
in the document called Through the 
Eye of a Needle which states that: “As 
a movement for fundamental change, 
the ANC regularly has to elect leaders 
at various levels who are equal to the 
challenge of each phase of struggle. 
Such leaders should represent the 
motive forces of the struggle. To become 
an ANC leader is not an entitlement. It 
should not be an easy process attached 

merely to status. It should be informed 
first and foremost by the desire and 
commitment to serve the people, and 
a track record appreciated by ANC 
members and communities alike. 
“Those in leadership positions should 
unite and guide the movement to be 
at the head of the process of change. 
They should lead the movement in its 
mission to organise and inspire the 
masses to be their own liberators. They 
should lead the task of governance 
with diligence. 

And, together, they should reflect 
continuity of a revolutionary tradition 
and renewal which sustains the 
movement in the long term.” We 
have not always been faithful to these 
dictates. Evidence delivered at the 
Zondo Commission into State Capture 
might have been riveting, salacious, 
disgusting to some. But to many of us 
they are distressing and a necessary 
process that shows how much we 
have wandered from the principles 
enunciated in Through the Eye of a 
Needle. 

We have to return to what Nelson 
Mandela called the “RDP of the 
Soul” when he bemoaned the speed 
with which South Africans want to 
accumulate wealth instead of helping 
others. 

He told University of Cape Town 

students when giving the Steve Biko 
Memorial Lecture 15 years ago: “The 
values of human solidarity that once 
drove our quest for a humane society 
seem to have been replaced, or are 
threatened, by crass materialism 
and pursuit of social goals of instant 
gratifications.” 

In the new dawn, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa has described leadership 
for South Africa we want as embodying 
humility, good morals and ethics. We 
agree with Mandela and Ramaphosa 
about the characteristics of ethical 
leadership. 

We also agree with Ramaphosa that 
we are committed to building an ethical 
state in which corruption, patronage, 
rent-seeking and the plundering of 
public money will not find a home. 
Last Thursday, in Cape Town I spoke 
about ethical leadership as part of 
critical dialogue, and what came out 
clearly is that ethics is more than just 
confronting corruption. It is about 
staring down economic and structural 
inequalities, gender discrimination 
and gender-based violence. Every day 
should be a new dawn day, a day on 
which we can harvest the joy of having 
overcome apartheid colonialism, 
slavery and exploitation. Each should 
also be dedicated to ending patriarchy. 
The time for real renewal is now.

Ethical leadership is much more 
than just confronting corruption
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Leaders at past 
AU Boosting 
Intra-African 
Trade Workshop 
on Trade Finance 
and Trade 
Information in 
Africa. File photo

Maasai communi-
ties have lived in 
harmony within 
the rich eco-
systems of East 
Africa for centu-
ries. File photo

Conservation and population: Rational 
balances in tourism, farming and biodiversity

Why more intra-African trade, technology transfer won’t be easy

By Michael Eneza 

    

T
O what extent is it shocking 
news that there are just around 
22,000 wild lions left in Africa, 
on the basis of recent draft 

analysis on the fragility of the continent’s 
lion populations? That was the big or 
trending story among conservationists at 
the start of the week, reacting to a draft 
report titled ‘State of the Lion: Fragility 
of a Flagship Species,’ by Amy Dickman 
and Amy Hinks from the Wildlife Conser-
vation Research Unit at the University of 
Oxford. The report calmly observes that 
wild lions have vanished from 95 per 
cent of their historic range but it is un-
likely that the ‘historic range’ is a shared 
ideal, a wild Africa.

Detailing the situation, the report 
elaborates that in countries like Malawi, 
approximate wild lions stand at  five in 
total, 30 in Nigeria, 25 in Angola, 22 in 
Rwanda and 20 in Niger, which means 
that conservation enthusiasts follow the 
tendency in lion numbers the way one 
follows patients in hospital, as to who 
is taken out of intensive care, and who 
is finally released from the ward. They 
hence also noticed that countries with 
larger lion populations include Tanzania 
(8176), Kenya (1825), Mozambique (1295), 
South Africa (2070), Zimbabwe (1709) 
and Zambia (1095). Here too it appears 
that discomfort prevails.

Some data in the report were some-
what tantalizing, for instance to suggest 
that there are more wild rhinos than wild 
lions, while everyone had heard how 
prized are rhino and elephant tusks, and 
little of the same can be said for lions. 
Other figures in the report which may 
to an extent appear curious include an 
observation that there are 14 times more 
African elephants and wild gorillas than 
wild lions and nearly 350 000 people for 
every one wild lion. The part about el-
ephants was definitely surprising as they 
are more assiduously hunted while lions 
are acute foes if feed on cattle or kill peo-
ple, not in the wilderness.

The report’s observations provide 
some clues to grapple with the situation, 
either as to how far one ought to regret 
the situation that lion numbers have ex-
cessively diminished, though one won-
ders if this is a real concern for farmers 
in the ‘wilderness’ or rural areas to be 
more accurate. Chances are that this is 

not the case, while the study says that 40 
per cent of current wild lion range is in 
protected areas while 14 per cent of wild 
lion populations don’t overlap at all with 
protected areas. That means for each 100 
lions in the wild, 14 are likely to feed on 
cattle or kill a human being at any mo-
ment, the report authors are still creating 
an impression that there are far too few 
lions. Would bigger numbers kill less peo-
ple, cattle?

The report does not provide details on 
anguish and bitterness on lion impact 
on marginal populations near protected 
but unfenced areas and thus exposed to 
lion attack with relative ease, but look at 
the issue from lion s’ point of view. ‘The 
major threats to Africa’s lions are the loss 
and degradation of habitat, bushmeat 
snaring and conflict with people when 
lions threaten them or their livestock,’ it 
said, quoting one of the report experts. 
How far should Africa be safe for lions 
and indeed how many, is a question 
that makes analyses of lion populations 

By Nimi Mweta

P
RESIDENT John Magufuli has 
appealed for intensification 
of intra-technology transfer 
among African countries to fa-

cilitate trade improvement and move 
the continent out of poverty. It is a 
combination of actions which if taken 
intensely enough and in the right direc-
tion, has a potential to unlock plenty 
of the continent’s potential, but it is 
definitely not an easy matter.  It isn’t the 
first time this idea comes up.

The president was speaking at the 
opening of the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) Industri-
alization Week and Exhibition in Dar es 
Salaam, where he said industrialization 
has marginal contribution to economic 
development of the continent due to 
trade barriers. That is indeed the case 
as Africa experiences trade barriers the 
way countries all over the world put 
up such barriers to protect local indus-
tries or other producers. Africa has few 
trade barriers with Europe as it sells 
free, taxes imports high.

Conference reports indicated that 
this year’s Industrialization Week is 
hosted under the theme ‘A Conducive 
Environment for Inclusive and Sus-
tainable Industrial Development, In-
creased Intra-Regional trade, and Job 
Creation,’ which is a statement of pur-
poses rather than a precise summary 
of what can be achieved. It is more in 
line with what Africa wants rather than 
what it has already sketched out in 
terms of methods as practical and fea-
sible, on the basis of economic models 
thus tested. There is plenty to do here.

President Magufuli said there will be 
more trade opportunities in Africa if in-
tra-African trade and exchange of tech-
nology are enhanced, which must have 
been difficult for the delegates to grasp 
what it meant, until it was elaborated. 
He said that in simple words Africa con-
sumes what it does not produce and 

produces what it does not consume, 
therefore the region needs to work on 
conducting business within the vari-
ous countries and in that context it will 
be able to move forward. There was a 
definite limitation of vision while the 
purpose is candidly expressed, as the 
problem is that technology is hardly 
located here.

While observers and policy advisers 
felt that the Industrial Week and exhi-
bition offers an opportunity for African 
and especially SADC countries to dis-
cuss how best to conduct business and 
support each other by opening mar-
kets for each other and ending trade 
barriers, it was easier said than done. 
The catch to the problem is embedded 
in the notion of ‘helping each other,’ as 
it refers to a situation where opening 
markets and removing trade barriers 
might not yield the best results for do-
mestic industries. If this is still the main 

expectation at the level of policy mak-
ing, it will be difficult to reverse it just 
to help one another.

There was also a vital statistic that 
industries contribute only 11percent 
to GDP of the economic bloc, in which 
case Africa and the SADC zone in par-
ticular ought to work to emulate devel-
oped countries in Europe and Asia as 
they chiefly invested in industries. This 
is true at the general level as to what 
those countries did, but it doesn’t say 
how they did it, how they ensured that 
they reach those results, and why in 
particular socialist countries in Europe 
and the Far East failed in industrializa-
tion until they moved to open up their 
economic systems, to enable foreign 
investments. We have such a situation, 
but in what manner can it be described 
as adequate to elicit the Far East and 
even South Asia results, industrially?

Nor indeed can it be said that Tanza-

nia Private Sector Foundation (TPSF) 
chairperson Salum Shamte in his re-
marks provided a higher level of clarity 
on the issue, except that he was clearer 
on the potential of the private sector 
in Africa fast developing by being well 
harnessed, were current border bar-
riers to be removed. Rapidly it can be 
stated that the matter looks altogether 
easy to economic pundits at present, a 
kind of paradigm shift from direct sup-
port to industrialization to improving 
the business environment. It is a shift in 
language that has not been expressed 
in distinctive policy, but it is a substan-
tial shift as well.

Calls for the private and public sec-
tors to work together to address the 
bottleneck represents the routine 
salutation to facilitate what is usually 
described as dialogue between the pri-
vate sector the public sector though 
in actual fact it it conducted with the 
public authorities, not ‘sector’ per se. 
Shamte insisted that if Africa and thus 
SADC is to create economies of scale 
it needs to remove cross border trade 
barriers, which is definitely true for 
major agribusiness firms present in the 
conference, but it isn’t demonstrated to 
be true of the peasant economy, just by 
formulating it in those terms. Reconcil-
ing the two is complicated.

He for instance echoed the presi-
dent’s sentiments in asking why we 
are we using billions of dollars to im-
port food yet we have 60 per cent of 
the available arable land globally. That 
this question is being asked nearly 60 
years after independence speaks a 
lot about how rapidly Africa has been 
moving in its capacity for fashioning 
out economic models, and in that same 
context, what would have improved at 
the moment. Where was the Economic 
Commission for Africa and national 
economic planning bodies while this 
situation has developed for the past six 
decades? If we failed to solve it then, 
are we better at present?

By Ani Jozeni

W
HEN countries 
are forged out 
at independ-
ence by domi-

nant nationalist parties that at 
once take up the majority of 
the population in one or oth-
er expression like ethnicity 
or language, religious persua-
sion and loyalty to a nation-
alist leader, chances of such 
parties being removed from 
office are minimal. At the 
same time it isn’t necessarily 
a condition for expression of 
democracy or authoritarian-
ism, as often what takes place 
during such moments de-
pends on the vision and ethi-
cal orientation of the leader. 
Depending on circumstances 
the leader can have his way 
and government fashioned 
for decades after such a vi-
sion.

Still in the same kind of en-
vironment what becomes of 
a political regime even when 
there are kindred character-
istics of the sort does not de-
pend on the leader alone, as 
in the final analysis a leader’s 
vision only mitigates crying, 
hidden and potential contra-
dictions among the people. 
How the policy vision takes 
up the bread and butter ques-
tions is primary in how these 
loyalties fold out, but in the 
final analysis it is crude sur-
vival that determines loyalty 
to regimes. Even in the case 
of nearly total economic 
failure as it was the case in 
Zimbabwe, the nationalist 
movement did not have an 
alternative of who should be 
ruling.

What sort of surprised 
observers was how farm sei-
zures led to economic failure, 
and recent reports talk of 
hyper inflation of more than 
100 per cent annual rate of 
inflation, which most pun-
dits here may not be able to 
grasp. Tanzania had acute 
shortages of commodities 
in the early1980s and a rap-
idly weakening currency until 
proper liberalization set in, 
which saw prices stabilizing 
and the currency depreciat-
ing gradually, a permanent 
state of affairs. Again, despite 
its hyper inflation, Zimbabwe 
is ranked well above Tanzania 
in some unclear index that 
measures happiness, where 
Tanzania is regularly near the 
bottom.

A similar disconcerting fac-
et is the manner in which ethi-
cal parameters of politics in-
fluence one another, as global 
political correctness would 
have it that Zimbabwe ought 
to learn from the rainbow 
thinking of the late South Af-
rican iconic nationalist leader 
Nelson Mandela, but the re-
ality is different. Mandela’s 
thinking is part of global left 
liberalism, the era of global 
peace and harmony without 
a shred of radical national-
ism remaining in language or 
symbolic reference, like ‘Make 
America Great Again.’ But this 
outlook is being eclipsed as 
nationalism is being restored 
not just in the US or Europe-
an Union but even in South 
Africa, as the ANC openly 
contemplates farm seizures, 
following Robert Mugabe, not 
Mandela.

At the same time, dominant 
political parties face a chal-

lenge of sustainability of what 
people and their leaders, 
elites or institutions, actually 
agree upon. South Africa and 
Zimbabwe reached majority 
rule from self-governing set-
tler states where South Africa 
was an established colonial 
state while Zimbabwe, then 
known as Southern Rhodesia, 
was fledgling as its UDI (uni-
lateral declaration of inde-
pendence) was still-born and 
never accepted by the global 
community. It remained a dis-
tant province of South Africa, 
where Britain still exercised 
ultimate powers of legality, on 
whom to confer the hallowed 
status of nationhood.

Zimbabwe had a 10 year 
start into majority rule before 
South Africa took the first 
steps to arrive there, because 
the US had lost ability to de-
fend an openly racist state in 
Congress, and slapped sanc-
tions in bank guarantees in 
1986. Shaken in its commerce 
and facing revolts all over the 
country it had excessive waste 
of resources trying to police 
the whole of southern Africa 
to be safe for apartheid. South 
Africa suffered a key defeat in 
guerrilla warfare in Angola at 
Cuito Cuanavale after a long 
campaign from 1987 to 1988.

By the time the Berlin Wall 
was coming down late 1989, 
it just signaled to white South 
Africans that the cherished 
illusion that they held for so 
long, that the apartheid state 
was a bastion against com-
munism, was no longer trad-
able currency. Meanwhile, 
Mandela as ANC paramount 
leader had spent years in 
prison thinking about how to 
get out of the situation, not for 
himself but all South Africans, 
and was finally convinced 
to follow not Mahatma Gan-
dhi whom he knew and had 
largely rejected, creating the 
ANC armed wing Umkhonto 
we Sizwe, but Dr Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Non racial love 
works, not hate.

While Mandela was putting 
together his political philoso-
phy in the years of incarcera-
tion, and it came as sweet cold 
water from a refrigerator to 
enable the South African pop-
ulation mix to move forwards 
from the violence of apart-
heid, militants were gnashing 
their teeth and counting their 
mantra. Zimbabwe held itself 
from acting on the land is-
sue to enable the newly freed 
Mandela to succeed in taking 
the country to majority rule, 
then held itself again for the 
four years of his rule. After 
that period, and with Britain 
totally adamant that the farms 
are a Zimbabwean issue, 
meaning it should be solved 
democratically through the 
various communities’ elected 
representatives, Mugabe had 
another solution: ‘Africa for 
the Africans.’ While this cre-
ated mayhem, and even an in-
tense level of violence against 
militants coming up in the 
wake of economic morass, it 
did not destroy the fabric of 
democracy in that country. 
Similarly, contesting ANC he-
gemony on account of state 
capture and its result, seeking 
to seize farms to raise popu-
larity tests the Mandela edi-
fice strongly. But if democracy 
came out vibrant, shaking off 
Mugabe, harmony shall pre-
vail.

sound distantly colonial in character, un-
realistic idealism as to what is good.

While there are solutions being pushed 
to sort out the conflict between lions and 
habitats especially near protected areas,  
there is a lacuna that is vivid enough, but 
doesn’t come straight to the eye until one 
starts to think of dynamics. Would cur-
rent demarcations withstand population 
expansion, and when people need land, 
it is practical to say that national parks 
ought not to be touched? For that mat-
ter does Tanzania in particular have too 
much land under protection or should 
it be opening more reserves, as we did 
recently?

These questions are scarcely raised 
in public discussion or say in the legisla-
ture, as they belong to relatively different 
areas, both of which have their specific 
assumptions. One side of those assump-
tions is the wildlife range aspect, which 
is a strong argument because tourism is 
the leading foreign exchange earner, and 
perhaps likely to remain so for a while to 

come, industrialization efforts notwith-
standing. The other side is the farming 
dimension, which by definition ought 
to be located in non-reserved areas, but 
with land diminishing there ia plenty of 
encroachment and more use of marginal 
land near conservation areas, which 
means people crawl too close to lions; 
have themselves to blame if they are 
within ‘range.’

 It is hence not altogether convincing 
that protecting reserved areas is the key 
to maintaining habitat, in which case 
what is needed is proper funding and 
astute management of such areas, as 
well as bringing the population to alter-
native means of obtaining resources, for 
instance cutting back on bushmeat by 
poultry initiatives. 

Sharing out the benefits of conserva-
tion appears the principal strategic out-
look. But if we have an economy where 
rising population means widening farm-
ing acreage, how far is all of this sustain-
able?

ZANU and ANC: When dominant parties 

beget virulent internal opposition 

Zimbabwe President Mnangagwa chats with his South 
African counterpart Cyril Ramaphosa when the latter paid 
an official visit to Zimbabwe from March 11-12, 2019, File 
photo
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‘Karibu’ SADC delegates and please embrace ACDEG

Regional integrations are expected to lead to an all-African common market by the year 2025

By GAUDENSIA MNGUMI 

H
ELLO delegates for the 
39Th  Southern African 
Development Community 
(SADC) Summit, ‘karibuni’ 

we welcome you to our spify Dar es 
Salaam. Wishing you a nice stay and a 
fruitful meeting that will make our re-
gion stand out of the crowd.

We all agree that in the world today 
most national and international prob-
lems solving strategies are axed on 
unity and collaboration, that’s why for 
a potentially wealthy region like SADC, 
which is endowed by enormous natu-
ral resources like Mountain Kiliman-
jaro, Akosombo and Inga River, Vic 
Falls and Lake Nyasa, in order to move 
ahead we have to work together.

It is about collaborating and always 
working together to kick out poverty, 
underdevelopment and all life uncer-
tainties prevalent in Africa.

Being united and collaborating needs 
the entire continent; hence the African 
Union (AU) vows that making Africa co-
ordinated and remaining united is best 
done via regional economic communi-
ties (RECs) and SADC is among them.

So, our bloc the SADC, the Common 
Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(Comesa), the East African Community 
(EAC), the Economic Community of 
West African States (Ecowas), the Eco-
nomic Community of Central African 
States (ECCAS), the Intergovernmen-
tal Authority on Development (IGAD), 
and the Community of Sahel-Saharan 
States (CENSAD) in the northern part 
of Africa are all jacks to propel conti-
nental unity.

  SADC and other RECs all once 
agreed in AU meetings that the RECs 
are power houses for advancing Afri-
can Union (AU) agenda like the African 
Charter on Democracy, Elections and 
Governance (ACDEG).

The ACDEG is a ‘master gland’ for 
African development aiming at attain-
ing the 2063 agenda for ‘the Africa we 
want’.

As you gather in Dar es Salaam, for 
the annual regional summit, being 
one of the AU ‘power houses’ for the 
southern part consider advancing the 
ACDEG charter in the region.

The Dar Summit can be a starting 
point to ensure that SADC takes an ac-
tive role in the implementation and 
promoting sustainable development 

through advancing the AU policy of in-
tegration.

The 39th SADC Summit is sitting at a 
time when most of the members have 
not yet ratiied the ACDEG instrument.

One of the strategies and instru-
ments for coordinating eforts to allevi-
ate African socioeconomic challenges 
is through regional coordination. If 
RECs, SADC inclusive cannot deliver in 
supporting the African Union’s ACDEG 
programme in this region, who else will 
do it?

The African Union has established 
the ACDEG instrument but the charter 
has not been suiciently implemented 
to tackle Africa’s’ chronic socioeco-
nomic challenges.

Despite the fact that ACDEG has been 
in place since 2007, well over a decade,   
results have been patchy because there 
are no supportive policies and mecha-
nisms to domesticate and report on ac-
tivities related to the charter.

For example today youths in the re-
gion including students in polytechnics 
and universities may feel that their lives 
have no meaning or purpose because 
they obtain no jobs thereafter.

High rates of unemployment ren-
der not only SADC youths but Afri-
can young people rudderless. Having 
stayed out for years, many become 
virtually unemployable and can’t ind 
income generating activities, which ex-
perts say is ‘self employment.’

By MUHARRAM MACATTA

W ITHIN the geographic 
area of COMESA there are 
the Southern African Cus-

toms Union (SACU) with its associated 
monetary union (the Common Mon-
etary Area, CMA), the Southern African 
Development Community (SADC) and 
the East African Community (EAC). 

Some countries in this region are also 
joined with countries in the Horn of Af-
rica in the Intergovernmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD).

West Africa would be served by the 
Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) which pre-dated the 
Lagos Plan. A Preferential Trade Area 
(PTA) was established in 1981.

To cover the countries of East and 
Southern The Economic Commission 
for Africa (ECA) became the champion 
of regional integration, already in the 
mid-1960s proposing the division of 
Africa into regions for the purposes of 
economic development. 

Current African integration arrange-
ments can be divided into two broad 
groups: those that it into the Lagos Plan 
of Action (LPA) adopted in April 1980 
and those that were either in existence 
or came about outside the LPA.

Africa, which was eventually replaced 
in 1993 by the Common Market for East-
ern and Southern Africa (COMESA); for 
Central Africa the treaty of the Econom-
ic Community of Central African States 
(ECCAS) was approved in 1983 but re-
mains to be fully ratiied. 

Together with the Arab Maghreb 
Union (AMU) in North Africa, these ar-
rangements were expected to lead to an 
all-African common market by the year 
2025. 

The Lagos Plan was followed up in 
1991 by the Abuja Treaty, re-airming 
the commitment of the OAU’s Heads of 
State to an integrated African economy. 
In April 2001, African Heads of State 

launched the African Union at Sirte to 
replace the OAU.

A second group of integration ar-
rangements has grown up outside the 
LPA. Two important RTAs are associ-
ated with the former CFA zone. 

There is the West African Economic 
and Monetary Union (WAEMU) within 
the ambit of ECOWAS and the Econom-
ic and Monetary Union of Central Africa 
(CEMAC) within the proposed ECCAS 
region. 

The Lagos Plan was promoted by the 
ECA and launched in a special initiative 
by the OAU. It envisaged three regional 
arrangements aimed at the creation of 
separate but convergent and over-arch-
ing integration arrangements in three 
sub-Saharan sub-regions. 

This speciic article considers the 
experience of regional integration 
schemes in sub-Saharan Africa (SSA). 
Regionalism in Africa has always had a 
strong political motive. 

Since way back in 1950s “Pan-African-
ism”, as an expression of continental 
identity and coherence, distinguishes 
regional integration in Africa from other 
regions in the developing world. 

But the economic arguments for re-

gional co-operation are also partic-
ularly strong given the small size of 
many SSA countries in economic 
terms. 

Furthermore, most African 
countries remain highly depend-
ent on agriculture and sufer from 
high levels of food insecurity. In 
these circumstances, one would 
expect African regional integra-
tion schemes to be most focused 
on exploiting whatever synergies 
may exist to promote food secu-
rity. 

Despite the force of these argu-
ments, virtually all regional inte-
gration eforts in SSA to date have 
failed. The reasons for the lack of 
success in the past and whether 
the current momentum for new 
regional initiatives addresses these 
problems are discussed herein.

Despite the multiplicity of 
groupings, SSA regional group-
ings have not been very efective. 
Among the reasons for this can be 
mentioned: 

However, recorded trade un-
derestimates the volume of actual 
trade and, if proper account was 

taken of the size of informal trade, 
the African numbers would not 
look so out of line. Furthermore, 
there is evidence that the impor-
tance of intra-regional trade has 
been steadily increasing in recent 
years.

Most African states have suf-
fered from severe macroeconomic 
disequilibria, foreign debt service 
burdens, over-valued currencies, 
lack of trade inance, and a narrow 
tax base, with customs duties a 
substantial source of revenue.

The protective import substitu-
tion strategies adopted by most 
countries since independence 
resulted in a host of regulations 
restricting trade such as licensing, 
administrative foreign exchange 
allocation, special taxes for acquir-
ing foreign exchange, advance im-
port deposits etc. 

Thus the economic context has 
been unfavourable to the develop-
ment of regional commitments. 
The design of African integration 
schemes around inward-looking 
industrialization meant that the 
economic costs of participation 
for member states are often imme-
diate and concrete. 

It could be (in the form of lower 
tarif revenues and greater import 
competition), while the economic 
beneits are long-term and uncer-
tain and are often unevenly dis-
tributed among member states.

The dominance of a few coun-
tries and the huge disparities in 
size among members of regional 
groupings led to concerns about 
the distribution of beneits.  Re-
gions have found it diicult to ad-
dress the equitable distribution of 
gains and losses from integration. 
Mechanisms to provide compen-
sation to the less developed mem-
bers of groupings have been either 

absent or inefective.
Regionalism has been driven 

from above by public sector or-
ganizations and has lacked the 
support and involvement of the 
private sector and the general pub-
lic.  Cooperation has been seen as 
involving bloated and expensive 
bureaucracies, rather than oppor-
tunities for growth and develop-
ment.

There are some institutional 
weaknesses, including the exist-
ence of too many regional organ-
izations, a tendency towards top-
heavy structures with too many 
political appointments. 

Maybe failures by governments 
to meet their inancial obliga-
tions to regional organizations, 
poor preparation before meet-
ings, and lack of follow up by 
sectoral ministries on decisions 
taken at regional meetings by 
Heads of State.

Integration is hampered by 
the existence of weak states and 
political opposition to sharing 
sovereignty. Integration arrange-
ments are not characterized by 
strong supranational bodies and 
virtually all integration institu-
tions are intergovernmental.

We have seen how a new mo-
mentum is building up behind 
regionalism in Africa, but that 
there are competing visions for 
the objectives and design of re-
gional integration arrangements. 

On the one hand, there are 
those who argue that, because of 
the poor record of regional eco-
nomic integration, African coun-
tries should “forget theoretical 
schemes of the pan-African type 
(a ‘United States of Africa’) or the 
neo-colonial type (a customs un-
ion). 

By replacing them with sim-

pler, cheaper, more productive, 
and more cost-efective models 
of integration through projects 
- choosing priority sectors for de-
velopment (agriculture, industry, 
power, transportation, and train-
ing) and identifying speciic, con-
crete projects in each sector to be 
implemented on a community ba-
sis, with possible inancial support 
from outside.

 On the other hand, there are 
the erstwhile skeptics among the 
donors who have been converted 
to supporting regionalism of a 
certain type, one which is out-
ward-looking, which is focused 
on trade facilitation, which has 
strong private sector involve-
ment and which has light institu-
tional structures. 

Finally, there is the traditional 
model of top-down African re-
gionalism, espoused by the AU 
and endorsed by African Heads 
of State, which has a strong rhe-
torical basis and a largely politi-
cal signiicance.

The EU’s desire to encourage 
regional economic groupings as 
potential trade partners in nego-
tiating EPAs under the Cotonou 
Agreement implies that trade 
integration as well as functional 
co-operation will necessarily be 
an important policy instrument 
of African regionalism during the 
decade. 

This has implications for those 
interested in promoting a food 
security dimension to these 
agreements as outlined. For ex-
ample, food security is explicitly 
addressed in the Cotonou Agree-
ment in the provision which 
reads: “The Agreements shall in-
clude provisions aimed at foster-
ing food security in accordance 
with WTO rules”.

 This is happening at a time 
when the continent has a very 
good ACDEG strategy, but many 
countries are losing democratic 
space as they hesitate to ratify, 
domesticate and report on the 
implementation of the charter.

The AU appreciates that Africa 
has plenty of natural resources 
but African economies create 
very few employment opportuni-
ties. The only way to make abun-
dant natural resources work for 
Africa is to develop a strategy, 
hence the ACDEG protocol but 
signing the democratization char-
ter is lagging behind.

Article 40 0f ACDEG situates: 
“State parties shall adopt and im-
plement policies, strategies and 
programs required to generate 
productive employment, mitigate 
the impact of diseases and allevi-
ate poverty and eradicated ex-
treme poverty and illiteracy.”

Additional article 33 (5) of the 
Charter insists on prudent and 
sustainable utilization of public re-
sources while article 6 challenges 
the states parties to ensure equita-
ble allocation of a nation’s wealth 
and natural resources to alleviate 
extreme poverty in the continent.    
SADC oicials are aware that 
ACDEG is a guiding instrument 
for African countries to build en-
trepreneurship, develop business 
skills and set up proper economic 
programs for creation of employ-
ment opportunities. This is vital 
to rescue the African youth who 
without proper planning risk hav-
ing the breadth of their talents 
perishing, save a few that it with 
haphazard engagement in sport or 
entertainment.

Too many of the youth in Africa 
feel that there is no hope at all, no 
excitement. They don’t have jobs 
or money and at same time the 
younger generation  encounters 
an array of problems like HIV/
AIDS infections, drugs and alcohol 
abuse. It looks as if there is little 
hope for their future mostly due to 
the prevailing high rates of jobless-
ness.

 
SADC SITUATION

The AU charter puts in place 
standards of good governance and 
values of democracy which in-

clude the rule of law, free and fair 
elections, challenging of election 
results in a court of law, respect for 
human and people’s rights to de-
velopment, good governance and 
commitment to zero tolerance on 
corruption.

SADC countries like other parts 
of Africa on several occasions have 
been under pressure due to dis-
putes over election results and in 
some cases a number of citizens 
lost their lives. 

States have witnessed protest-
ers clash with the police. In several 
events government critics claimed 
that the respective governments 
tamper with counting and rig elec-
tion results.

Opposition parties are always 
protesting against oicial electoral 
commissions.

SADC leaders cannot deny the 
fact that  opposition parties and 
some democracy protagonists 
whether in Zimbabwe, Zambia, 
Malawi or Congo DRC are not 
happy with elections managed by 
respective electoral bodies. 

They constantly accuse election 
management bodies of ‘rigging the 
polls’ with the help of the state ap-
paratus, indicating that even State 

House is involved in each case, on 
the ground that heads of states 
appoint commissioners running 
electoral bodies.

Oppositions accuse election 
commissions of not being ‘neutral 
election referees.’ If that is the case, 
is it not the time for SADC supreme 
elders to embrace ACDEG to miti-
gate such election apprehensions 
in the region? 

The low pace of ratiication, do-
mesticating and reporting on the 
African Union Charter and other 
democracy instruments automati-
cally reduces the commitment of 
the continental body to achieve 
the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and the ambition of 
attaining the Agenda 2063 -the Af-
rica We Want.

ACDEG underlines creation of 
a robust and resilient Africa, man-
aged and governed by good gover-
nors elected or chosen by African 
people in   free and fair elections 
administered by credible electoral 
commissions. This is stipulated in 
article 2(3) of chapter two of the 
ACDEG  protocol.

It emphasizes that the state par-
ties should promote the holding of 
regular free and fair elections so 

as to institutionalize legitimate au-
thority of representative govern-
ment as well as democratic chang-
ing of governments.

AWARENESS RAISING

Despite that SADC as it is for 
other RECs has Permanent Repre-
sentatives at the AU Headquarters 
in Addis Ababa, however many 
people in this region are not aware 
of AU treaties and related charters.

The East African Civil Society 
Organizations’ Forum (EACSOF) 
says that NGOs and other civil so-
ciety organizations (CSOs) in East 
Africa have been in the forefront to 
sensitize various stakeholders like 
members of Parliament, top gov-
ernment oicials, state agencies, 
political leaders and the media to 
increase support and populari-
zation of the ACDEG protocol in 
order to speed up the ratiication, 
domestication and implementa-
tion of the charter.

 EACSOF reports that there is 
scant knowledge of ACDEG as 
well other treaties, indicating that 
much remains to be done.

In the past, Seif Sharif Hamad, 
the former CUF Secretary General 
who earlier this year year joined 
ACT Wazalendo,  told The Guardi-
an that the opposition in the coun-
try is not quite aware of the ACDEG 
protocol and its commitment to 
support and promote political plu-
ralism in Africa.

Hamad, one of the most promi-
nent political igures in Tanzania 
was asked if the opposition can 
help to push the ACDEG agenda 
particularly in shaping the demo-
cratic process in order to minimize 
queries and discontent during 
elections.

The SADC Civil Society Forum is 
doing the same work as EACSOF 
in the East African Community. 
It operates in SADC region at the 
national and regional level to en-
gage with various stakeholders to 
popularize the charter, creating 
awareness on the African Govern-
ance Architecture (AGA) and the 
ACDEG protocol.

The AGA is a roadmap for pro-
moting good governance and 
strengthening democracy in Af-
rica, with the ACDEG protocol be-
ing part of  the AGA framework.

African Union 
Chairperson 
Egypt’s  
President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi

Leaders attend-
ing the 38th 
Summit of the 
16-member 
Southern African 
Development 
Community in 
Windhoek. File 
photo

SADC  Summit Chairperson Dr Hage  Geingob, the President of the 
Republic of Namibia
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By Guardian Reporter

TELECOMMUNICATION technology advances 
quite slowly but the implementation is even 
slower. We have moved on from 2G then 3G to 4G 
in the past 20 years or so in Kenya. 5G is looming 
in the horizon but the adoption of 4G is still low 
in the country and in the continent in general.

According to the latest Global System for Mo-
bile Communications (GSMA) report, 4G adop-
tion in the continent is quite low. This is interest-
ing since the hype over 5G is starting to build up 
and we are yet to have proper 4G coverage in the 
continent.

However, 4G uptake in the region is still slow. 
By the end of 2018, 4G accounted for 7% of to-
tal connections according to the report. This is 
thanks to the high cost of 4G enabled devices 
and the delays in assigning the 4G spectrum to 

established service providers. However, this is 
changing. 7 LTE networks have been launched 
since the start of 2019 in areas like Ghana and 
Burkina Faso.

In 2019, they say that 3G will overtake 2G to 
become the leading technology to be used in 
Sub-Saharan Africa with just over 45% of connec-
tions.

GSMA predicts that 4G adoption will overtake 
2G in 2023 and will form 23% of connections by 
2025. Speaking of 5G, GSMA predicts that 5G 
connections will rise to about 3% of total connec-
tions by 2025.

Meanwhile in the region, the number of smart-
phone connections rose to 302 million in 2018 
and will more than double that to 700 million by 
2025. Sub Saharan Africa has 456 million unique 
subscribers of which 239 million use mobile in-
ternet as of 2018.

4G adoption in Africa 
still low even with 5G 
looming in the horizon

By Kevin Martin

TRYING to smuggle more than 
a kilogrammes of heroin into 
Canada, including a quarter of 
it in her stomach, should land 
a Tanzanian woman a 10-year 
prison term, a prosecutor said 
Wednesday.

But the lawyer for Mariam 
Salehe said the mother of four, 
including three minors living 
in poverty in a Dar es Salaam 
suburban slum, deserves some 
compassion.

Defence counsel Lisa Bur-
gis Der said a sentence in the 
six- to eight-year range, minus 
credit for the 280 days Salehe 
has served since her arrest last 
November, would be a suitable 
punishment.

Burgis Der noted Salehe was 
simply a courier, desperate for 
cash when she agreed to travel 
to Calgary on behalf of a stran-
ger she met in her eldest son’s 
home of South Africa.

The lawyer read a note from 

her client, translated from her 
native Swahili, for provincial 
court Judge Margaret Keelaghan 
to consider.

In it, Salehe wrote of her iso-
lation at the Calgary Remand 
Centre, where fellow inmates 
are regularly visited by rela-
tives, while she has no family or 
friends in Canada.

According to a statement of 
agreed facts made an exhibit 
when Salehe pleaded guilty in 
April to importation, the then-

39-year-old was arrested after 
arriving in Calgary from Johan-
nesburg, via Amsterdam.

A Canada Border Services 
Agency officer became suspi-
cious when Salehe said she was 
visiting her sister, who’d just had 
a baby, for 30 days with only a 
carry-on sized suitcase.

Salehe was then referred for a 
secondary examination.

An X-ray of her suitcase deter-
mined there was an organic sub-
stance in the lining and a hand 

search found a false bottom with 
a package containing a white 
substance. “CBSA officers asked 
Salehe, with the assistance of 
a translator, if she swallowed 
anything prior to travelling to 
Canada. Salehe said she had 
swallowed 24 pellets of ‘animal 
product,’ ” the exhibit said.

She said she only knew the 
first name of the person who 
provided the pellets and was 
concerned for her health be-
cause she feared they might con-

tain heroin.
Salehe was then taken to the 

Peter Lougheed Centre where 
over the course of the next eight 
hours, with the help of laxatives, 
she was able to pass the con-
tents of her stomach.

“The pellets consisted of a 
white substance wrapped in 
clear plastic.”

Testing later confirmed the 
substance was heroin, weigh-
ing 1.33 kilograms, including 312 
grams in the pellets.

Salehe told police she was 
to receive $5,000 on arrival in 
Calgary from a man who would 
meet her at the airport and tell 
her how to remove the pellets.

Burgis Der said her client has 
no intention of claiming refugee 
status once her sentence is done 
and just wants to return to her 
children, who are currently be-
ing cared for by an aging aunt.

Keelaghan will hand down her 
sentencing decision later this 
month.

Defence seeks compassion for Tanzanian 
who tried to smuggle heroin into Canada

Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa (L) congratulates, the Representative of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), Fred Kafeero(R), after the latter deliv-
ered a speech on behalf of UN Agencies -FAO, World Food Programme (WFP), The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Office of the UN’s Resident Coordinators’ Office 
(UNRCO) that participated at the National Farmers’ Day (Nane Nane) celebrations in Simiyu region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter and 
Agencies

WORLD Wildlife Fund (WWF) 
and The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) have launched a research 
report that argues that solar and 
wind power and energy storage 
technologies can meet the world’s 
energy needs while preserving the 
health and connectivity of river 
systems. 

The report highlights the scope 
for renewables to serve developing 
countries while avoiding construc-
tion of hydropower dams on some 
of the world’s major rivers, such as 
the Amazon, Mekong, and Irrawad-

dy rivers.
Announcing the report, WWF 

highlighted a global study pub-
lished in the science journal Na-
ture. The study showed that, of 
rivers measuring more than 1,000 
kilometers in length, just 37% re-
main free-flowing.

 TNC drew attention to the rec-
ommendation of the Intergovern-
mental Science-Policy Platform on 
Biodiversity and Ecosystem Servic-
es (IPBES) to protect and restore 
river connectivity in the interests 
of maintaining freshwater fisheries 
and the well-being of local riparian 
communities. 

Noting that dams and reservoirs 

are the major cause of river habitat 
fragmentation, WWF highlighted 
that the falling costs of renewable 
energy can make electricity sys-
tems affordable for populations 
that previously lacked such access.

The 104-page report titled, ‘Con-
nected and Flowing: A Renewable 
Future for Rivers, Climate and Peo-
ple,’ finds that more than 3,700 hy-
dropower dams are currently be-
ing planned, including large ones 
in Cambodia, Tanzania, and Brazil. 

The authors argue that, in com-
parison, wind and solar energy 
technologies are low-cost and 
low-impact, as well as being low-
carbon, and could meet global 

renewable energy targets many 
times over.

 The report contains exam-
ples of countries that have suc-
cessfully navigated a transition 
to ecologically-friendly alterna-
tives, such as the use of “small 
hydro” in Switzerland, strategic 
dam removal in Maine, US, and 
uptake of solar and wind energy 
in Chile.

The authors recommend that 
governments reassess their 
plans for hydropower to factor 
in the full value of rivers, and 
create competitive frameworks 
to accelerate the renewable en-
ergy revolution and help meet 

the international commitments of 
the SDGs, the Paris Agreement on 
climate change and the Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity (CBD). 

They call on developers and 
financial institutions to facilitate 
the transition to renewables by 
supporting more comprehensive 
upstream planning and improving 
their own project assessments by 
using sustainability protocols and 
safeguards.

SDG target 7.1 aims to ensure uni-
versal access to affordable, reliable 
and modern energy services, while 
target 7.2 seeks to increase substan-
tially the share of renewable ener-
gy in the global energy mix. 

NGOs call for a ‘renewable future for rivers, climate and people’

By Guardian Reporter

AS part of its contribution towards environmental conser-
vation and protecting water towers within Kilimanjaro region, 
Serengeti Breweries Limited (SBL) in partnership with The 
Kilimanjaro Project has launched a campaign to plant 1,000 
trees. 

Speaking during the tree planting occasion at the brewery, 
SBL managing director, Mark Ocitti, said the exercise demon-
strates the company’s commitment to environmental conser-
vation not only within its premises but also to the general sur-
roundings the country. 

The trees have been planted at its breweries located at Pas-
ua in Moshi district as well as Mwanga district. 

The tree planting event was also attended by British High 
Commissioner to Tanzania Sara Cooke and the UK PM Trade 
Envoy Andrew Rosindell who were on a tour to the brewery.

“This is a clear manifestation of SBL’s commitment to col-
laborate with other stakeholders in implementing socially-
impactful initiatives for the common good of the society,” said 
Ocitti. 

The tree planting by SBL comes amid concerted efforts to 
limit greenhouse gases emissions both regionally and globally, 
by increasing forest cover in order to combat climate change 
and guarantee a safe environment for current and future gen-
erations. 

SBL’s initiative is in tandem with the company corporate 
social responsibilities main focus areas which include Provi-
sion of clean and safe water to communities through a pro-
gram known as Water of Life (WOL); a scholarship program 
for needy students to pursue higher education; a program to 
assist local farmers and; an initiative to promote ‘Responsible 
Drinking’. 

Brewer and 
Kilimanjaro 
project launch  
campaign to 
plant 1,000 trees 

SBL’s initiative is in tandem with the 
company corporate social respon-
sibilities main focus areas which 
include Provision of clean and safe 
water to communities through a pro-
gram known as Water of Life (WOL)
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8 times graduates could stay relevant in their career paths 

Planting herbs in China’s ‘water tower’: Alleviating poverty the ecological way

G
ROWING up in a typical Tan-
zanian family, every adult 
remotely related to you sells 
you the same dream. Study 

hard in school, get good grades, pur-
sue a prestigious course and you are 
guaranteed of success in life. Come 
graduation, your entire family attends 
the ceremony.

Once the celebrations are over real-
ity rears its ugly head. The entire vibe 
about education being the key to suc-
cess turns out to be a big fat lie. The 
world doesn’t care how great your 
grades are. Titles accrued from your 
fancy papers mean nothing. You have 
to fight for limited opportunities with 
thousands of other graduates with 
similar qualifications; some even have 
master’s degrees and additional certi-
fications when you have none.

Weeks turn into months. You send 
out tens of job applications. The or-
ganizations don’t have the decency to 
acknowledge receipt of your applica-
tion or send a regret email. You begin 
to wonder why you wasted years and 
resources to get that over-glorified 
piece of paper when your agemates 
who never went to college seemed to 
be doing well in life. You check betting 
apps every now and then in an effort 
to change your fortunes. While on 
campus you swore never to accept a 
monthly salary of less than 50k, now 
you wouldn’t mind working for a sti-
pend that only covers rent, food, and 
transport.

You are not alone. Thousands of 
other graduates are experiencing ex-
actly what you are it’s  just that they 
are putting on a brave face. You should 
be open to, 

Embrace uncertainty
Most graduates find it twice harder 

to handle uncertainty. In academ-
ics when you study hard, revise past 
papers and follow laid down instruc-
tions, excelling is almost guaranteed. 
Life, on the other hand, is different. 
You can do your best, work twice 
harder or sacrifice everything but still 
fail because there are many other fac-
tors that come into play. This fear of 
the unknown, rejection and failing is 
what drives most graduates to choose 
formal employment over entrepre-
neurship.

With huge corporations going un-
der, no firm in our generation is im-
mune to change. This means you have 

to find a balance in the uncertainty, 
embrace rejection and failing as part 
of your journey to greatness

Acknowledge that no job is be-
neath you 

Someone must have lied to gradu-
ates that having academic papers 
means you can only be the boss. Lots 
of graduates turn down gigs they feel 
are beneath someone of their stature. 
Others carry this mentality into the 
workplace, publicly ridiculing older 
colleagues especially those with less 
academic qualifications. This sad 
state of affairs has hindered many of 
us from progressing in our respective 
careers.

A degree of any kind only proves 
you have the capacity to think criti-
cally and learn. Stop acting like you 
are the smartest person in the room. 
Do away with that misplaced ego. Seek 
to learn from those who have been 
doing it longer by tapping into their 
wealth of experience. This will enable 
you to become a better professional 
and prove to them that you are ready 
to be entrusted with bigger roles in the 
organization.

In addition, go for internships and 
volunteer in as many organizations 
as you can. As an intern, you have 
unparalleled access to people in the 
organization you wouldn’t if you were 
an employee. Use that opportunity to 
network, make valuable professional 
contacts and learn everything about 
your career.

Pursue at least two different fields
Being an expert in one field is no 

longer a wise move. Tech gurus are 
working overdrive to devise — cost-
effective & more efficient— ways of do-
ing business. Imagine spending your 
entire lifetime building a single career 
path then one day you are declared 
redundant thanks to some new tech-
nology.

Social media has replaced broadcast 
media as a major source of news, cut 
into their profits, forcing major media 
houses to undertake massive layoffs. 
Mobile banking is equally revolution-
izing the financial services sector.

In 2017, Artificial Intelligence bots 
Lisa and Billy were designed to pro-
vide the public with access to legal 
services hence cut down the cost of 
hiring lawyers for some tasks. No pro-
fession is unscathed by technological 

C
HINA’S achievements in pov-
erty reduction in recent years 
have been unprecedented. 
Official data shows China has 

lifted more than 700 million people out 
of poverty in the past four decades. By 
2020, China aims to eradicate poverty 
to build a moderately prosperous soci-
ety. 

Qumalai, is such a deeply impover-
ished county, located in the north of 
Yushu Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture 
of China’s northwest Qinghai Province. 
It is a pure pastoral highland in the 
Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, mainly inhabited 
by Tibetans.

Its average altitude is more than 4,000 
meters, with a typical plateau cold cli-
matecharacterized by coldness and an-
oxia, lengthy exposure to sunshine and 
strong ultraviolet radiation. The annual 
temperature difference is small, but the 
daily temperature difference is large.

The harsh climate and geographical 
conditions have caused the county to be 
deeply impoverished. Among its 45,718 
population, 11,328 people from 3365 
households are registered as poor, said 
Li Jian, deputy secretary of the Qumalai 
County Party Committee. 

Li said that a lack of industries has 
been the bottleneck for local develop-
ment. “The largest industry, cattle and 
sheep, is facing limited grazing because 
of the degradation of grassland,” Li la-
mented. “We must build two or three 
more industries as a matter of urgency, 
which can protect the ecological envi-
ronment and increase people’s income.”

However, creating industries in Qu-
malai requires caution.

As the core area where Asia’s three 
greatest rivers - the Yellow River 
(mother river of China), Yangtze River 
(the world’s third largest river) and the 
Langcang River (also known as Mekong 
River and the longest river in Southeast 
Asia), start their long journey of life, Qu-
malai bears great ecological significance 
which can never be overemphasized.

Each year, the source area of the three 

rivers supplies about 6 billion cubic me-
ters of water downstream. It is therefore 
called the “China Water Tower.” It is also 
the most concentrated area of plateau 
biodiversity, home of the Tibetan ante-
lope, wild yaks, Tibetan wild donkeys, 
brown bears, snow leopards, wolves, 
hawks and larks.

Qumalai’s special geographical loca-
tion, abundant natural resources and 
important ecological functions make it 
an important ecological filternot only 
for China, but also for Asia and the 
world.

In 2016, Chinese President Xi Jinping 
emphasized that Qinghai must shoulder 
the great responsibility of protecting 
the source of the Three Rivers and the 
“China Water Tower.” 

With the ecology being the first prior-
ity, the central and local governments 
have made relentless efforts for years. 
In 2015, the central government estab-
lished a compensation mechanism for 
ecological protection among regions. 

Qinghai Province has also created 
jobs as grassland ecological guardians 
for 49,000 registered poor people, said 
Wang Enguang, deputy director-general 
of the Qinghai Forestry and Grassland 
Bureau.

At the county-level, Qumalai has set 
up more than 60 ecological animal hus-
bandry cooperatives. 

These cooperatives largely optimize 
resources and can operate with less la-
bor, enabling young herdsmen to accept 
vocational education and skills training.

As a local governor, Li is more con-
cerned about how the local people can 
go beyond this goal of poverty eradi-
cationand realize prosperous develop-
ment in a sustainable way. 

In Li’s eyes, a solution lies in Maduo-
township, where some six hours’ trek 
through bumpy roads, mountains and 
rivers can reach from the county down-
town. He sees potential in a large Chi-
nese herbal plantation there. 

Oddly, it used to be a place which 
by no means had any connection 

with“hope.””No one would want 
to come, and only old horses know 
the way,” TujuLuozhoujiangcuo, 
secretary of the Party Committee 
of Maduo township, said. There are 
no roads, no electricity, and no net-
work signals. In summer, even off-
road vehicles may fall into a marsh 
at any time. 

Because of the climate, rodent 
infestation and historical overgraz-
ing, the desertification of the land 
is particularly serious, with nearly 
60 percent of the grasslands de-
sertified. Without good grazing 
grassland, nearly 70 percent of the 
herdsmen in the whole township 
moved to Golmud and other plac-
es, added Tuju.

But this started to change two 
years ago when Zhengletang Bio-
technology Group came and set up 
its subsidiary QumalaiZhengbai-
cao Traditional Chinese Medicine 
Planting Co Ltd, which plants isatis 
root and sophora flavescens rooton 
about 3,333 hectares of uncultivat-
ed land. 

As the pioneer of alpine herbal 

plantations, Zhengbaicao faces 
enormous challenges. In addition 
to the lack of infrastructure, raising 
herbsin cold areas with an average 
altitude of 4,500 meters is by no 
means an easy task. The first thing 
the company needed to figure out 
was the feasibility of its plan. 

With the help of experts from 
various institutions, including the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences and 
China Agricultural University, after 
a long period of research and tack-
ling key scientific and technologi-
cal bottlenecks, the company has 
mastered the necessary cultivation, 
purification and extraction tech-
nology. 

After more than two years, the 
first experimental batch of plants 
has been successful. Li said that the 
old idea that Qumulai was too high 
for planting had been disproven.

In fact, Maduo township’s high 
altitude has proven to be an advan-
tage for herbal plantations as it of-
fers a large area of available uncul-
tivated land,  and excellent water 
quality and soil. Herbs grown here 

will be pollution-free. 
So far, the planting base has 

rented nearly 6,667 hectares of 
land in Maduotownship, involving 
14 herdsmen, and the annual in-
come from the land transfer alone 
exceeds 2 million yuan ($285,000). 

In the words of Wang Lige, gen-
eral manager of Zhengletang, the 
herbal plantations not only bring 
job opportunities to local herds-
men, but also better  preserve the 
water and soil and control local 
rodent infestation. He said the al-
pine rodents eat grass roots, largely 
causing soil desertification. The 
herbal rootsare bitter, effectively 
controlling rodent infestation. 

Cuojiduojie, 35,lives in poverty 
in Guoyang village in Maduotown-
ship. Other thanaround a dozen 
livestock for the six-member family, 
he has no other source of income. 
Last year, he worked in the planta-
tion base loading and unloading, 
and earned nearly 20,000 yuan 
(about $2,850) in three months, a 
significant income. 

At the same time, he learned to 

drive a tractor at the base. He said 
he plans to buy his own tractor to 
till the land next year. “Now I can 
work at my own home, and this 
won’t affect my daily grazing work. 
But also when I return home at 
night, I can also continue my pasto-
ral work,” he said.

Cuojiduojie is not the only one. In 
2018, Zhengbaicao recruited more 
than 30 herdsmen in Maduotown-
ship. Like him, herdsmen come to 
the base to work after releasing cat-
tle and sheep in the daytime. In the 
evening, they drive cattle and sheep 
back to their enclosures. During the 
past year, the minimum income of 
herdsmen from the base was 7,000 
yuan ($995) and the maximum in-
come was 30,000 yuan ($4,266).

Sun Jianfei, chairman of Zhen-
gletang Biotechnology Group, said 
the base only hires local herdsmen 
for the labor work, because people 
from other places would struggle 
with altitude stress. “In the future, 
we plan to set up a primary pro-
cessing plant,” he said.“Hopefully 
this can add some value to the 
herbs and achieve self-hematopoi-
etic capacity.”

For a township like Maduo, 
where residents have always de-
pended on nature to raise livestock, 
this is the first time for them to 
work at an enterprise at their door-
step. This is exactly what Zhengba-
icai wants to achieve, hoping that 
the herbal plantations would make 
the local herdsmen “stay”.

With the alignment of ecologi-
cal, social and economic effects, 
Sun said the plantation base will be 
expanded to 6,667 hectares in the 
next phase, and will gradually ex-
pand to 66,667 hectares, making 
it one of the largest Chinese herbal 
planting bases in China.

                   People’s Daily

disruption.
Combining at least two differ-

ent fields allows you to reap the 
benefits of being multidiscipli-
nary and offers a lifeline should 
one career path go tits up

 Build a Personal Brand
Think of yourself as an item on 

a supermarket shelf full of simi-
lar products. What would make a 
potential customer pick you over 
other products? The answer is 
your branding.

Most professionals especially 
those in technical fields detest 
marketing themselves. They be-
lieve their work should speak 
for itself. That’s an old school of 
thought. There are millions of 
other people who can do what 
you do. The Best way for you to 
beat them is to aggressively mar-
ket yourself while still offering 
excellent services.

Thanks to internet penetration 
in this country it is much easier 
to create a personal brand. All 
you need to do is figure out the 
kind of professional you want 
the world to perceive you and 
endeavor to showcase that on 
all your social media pages. Run-
ning a blog where you regularly 
publish about issues in your area 
of expertise catapults you into a 
thought leader.

Socialize outside your circle
We often hang out exclusively 

with our contemporaries. Com-
munities of those who share 
similar interests or life philoso-
phy. Interacting with older peo-
ple and those out of our social 

circle is frowned upon. There 
are a few benefits to this arrange-
ment, nonetheless, it limits your 
growth and perspective towards 
life.

You get to compete with your 
pals in achieving things you col-
lectively find appealing instead 
of pursuing what’s really impor-
tant.

I was a victim of this until 
I began spending more time 
with men and women in their 
late forties & fifties. Where else 
my friends and I were blowing 
our cash on luxuries, designer 
clothes, gadgets, accessories & 
never-ending parties, those older 
men and women  invested their 
money in tangible assets.

It is through my interactions 
with people outside of this circle 
that I learned invaluable infor-
mation on how to acquire land, 
managing property, invest, run 
a business and secure a future...a 
bright future. 

Develop financial discipline
Financial discipline is one 

thing that eludes many of us re-
gardless of education levels, age, 
profession, gender or intellectual 
capabilities. The society is hell-
bent on molding us into impor-
tant members of the society, pro-
fessionals but ignores the most 
important life lesson, which is on 
how to handle money.

We all relate to someone who 
lives  in a house whose rent  is 
higher than their  salary, ap-
parently because he or she is 
a well-known figure, then con-
stantly borrows cash from his or 

her  friends to stay afloat.Making 
money is the easier part, keep-
ing the wealth you generate is 
requires a higher degree of fi-
nancial discipline otherwise you 
could end up falling from grace 
to abject poverty should your 
business go under or you are 
fired for whatever reason.

Since this knowledge isn’t in-
born, enlist the help of a financial 
consultant or friend who is good 
with money to help you come 
up with a budget and strategy 
on how to best save, invest and 
spend your money.

 
Live through all of  life sea-

sons
The last couple of months have 

inscribed this lesson on my fore-
head. See, for a long period of 
time, my life was smooth. Eve-
rything I touched turned into 
gold. Midas touch. I was winning 
in every sphere of life. It felt like 
I was superhuman. There are 
times I would flirt with the idea 
that I’m probably an alien, un-
touchable by issues that afflict 
feeble human beings, then life 
happened.

Suddenly, my winning streak 
was no more. Nothing I tried to 
do would turn out successful. 
One loss after another. No mat-
ter how hard I worked things 
just didn’t go as expected. I spent 
weeks trying to get my mojo back 
until someone pointed out to me 
what I was going through is sim-
ply life.There are seasons in life. 
There are times you will be in 
deep pain others full of joy. There 
are times success will be your 
middle name others failure will 
pitch a tent in your living room. 
The trick is never to let the sea-

sons get into your head.
Appreciate each season and 

pick lessons from each. The most 
important lesson from this fact of 
life is that nothing is permanent 
so don’t stress over it or mistreat 
people thinking you will never 
need their help. Through it, all 
find a way to stay happy, hopeful 
and enthusiastic.

Start Now
If I plucked a strand of my hair 

each time someone told me they 
are waiting for the perfect mo-
ment to embark on actualizing 
their business idea, talent or life 
goal, I would be completely bald 
by now.

I attribute this to popular 
TV shows on entrepreneur-
ship which have corrupted our 
minds to think there are perfect 
moments in life. You prepare 
a 1-minute sales pitch, attend 
countless networking events 
hoping that one day you will 
bump into an angel investor rat-
tle off your pitch and boom you 
sign a multimillion shillings deal. 
This works for a very tiny frac-
tion in real life because lady luck 
smiles upon those who are pre-
pared.

If you have a business idea, 
hope to further your education 
or have an unexploited talent the 
best time to start pursuing it is 
now. Waiting for the stars to align 
perfectly may never come to 
pass. To make it worse, responsi-
bilities balloon with each passing 
day. If not careful you will soon 
be part of those who spend their 
days wallowing in regret. I wish I 
did it when I had a chance.

Today is very much guaran-
teed not tomorrow. 

Water flows in 
the Three-River-
Source region./ 
Credit to Three-
River-Source 
National Park 
website

College Comfort Zone
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Salima Hamisi

saly30@gmail.com

0762 174 124
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By Property Watch Reporter

S
MALLHOLDER farmers in the 
country have been advised 
to modernise their farming 
by mechanising through 
FahariKilimo Account of CRDB 

Bank Plc.
 Prime Minister, Kassim Majaliwa 

said yesterday after visiting CRDB’s 
pavilion on the climax of Nane Nane 
Agriculture Fair that FahariKilimo is 
an ideal vehicle through which many 
smallholder farmers will revolutionise 
their farming methods by way of value 
chain system.

“This kind of creativity by CRDB 
Bank which has come up with this 
package targeting our farmers is well 
aligned with the government’s plans 
to revolutionise the country’s agri-
culture sector which is dominated by 
smallholder farmers,” Majaliwa said.

He said that FahariKilimo will also 
assist investors seeking to establish 
agro-processing factories which add 
value to commodities to get equip-
ment for such multibillion shillings 
investments.

“This credit vehicle by CRDB which 
also provides some other auxiliary 
services such as training of farmers 
in modern agro-practices and use of 
inputs will facilitate a desired value 
chain in the country’s agriculture sec-
tor,” the PM added.

Explaining government’s plans to 
empower smallholder farmers and 
enable them to be bankable, Majaliwa 
said the state will undertake a nation-
wide surveying and identification of 
farms so they should be legal plots of 
land which will add value.

“I know that one of the reasons be-
hind high interest rates charged on 

Mozambique: Nyusi 
lays first stone for LNG 
factory in Palma

NMB issues 40bn/- to cotton farmers, 
ginneries to finance new crop season

MAJALIWA ADVISES FARMERS TO MECHANISE

Nsagali Company Limited’s founder and Managing Director, Emmanuel Silanga gesturing inside his ginnery in Bariadi. Photo: courtesy of NMB.

 MAPUTO 

Mozambican President Filipe Nyusi on Monday laid the 
first stone in the construction of a liquefied natural gas (LNG) 
plant in the Afungi Peninsula, Palma district in the northern 
province of Cabo Delgado.

Nyusi told the ceremony that this marked the turning 
of a new page in the country’s history, paving the way for 
Mozambique to become one of the largest producers and 
exporters of LNG in the world. Two LNG factories (known as 
“trains”) will be built at Afungi. Nyusi said they will produce 
12.6 million tonnes of LNG a year, of which 11.1 million 
tonnes are already earmarked for sale through medium and 
long term contracts. Hence the viability of the undertaking is 
guaranteed.

“Mozambique is taking giant steps towards generating 
more sources of revenue that will allow the structuring of 
our economy in the long term, in the national, regional, 
continental and global context”, said Nyusi. “Nothing will be 
as before,” declared the President.

“Implementation of this project”, he continued, “is 
part of our strategy of industrialisation expressed in the 
local transformation of our resources into products of value 
destined for the national and international markets.”

The final investment decision for this project was signed 
on 18 June in Maputo between the government and the 
consortium exploiting the natural gas resources in offshore 
area one of the Rovuma Basin, headed by the US company 
Anadarko Petroleum.

Anadarko holds 26.5 per cent of Area One and is the 
operator. Its partners in the Consortium are the Japanese 
company Mitsui (20 per cent), PTTEP of Thailand (8.5 per 
cent), the three Indian companies ONGC Videsh, Bias Rovuma 
Energy, and BRPL Ventures (each with ten per cent), and 
Mozambique’s own National Hydrocarbon Company (ENH – 
15 per cent).

Anadarko will not be operator for much longer, since 
the company is being sold to Occidental Petroleum, and the 
French energy giant Total has agreed to buy all of Anadarko’s 
African assets, including Rovuma Basin Area One from 
Occidental.

The confirmed reserves of gas in Area One are 76 trillion 
cubic feet. The total investment envisaged is around 25 billion 
US dollars. 14 billion dollars will come from bank loans, and 
11 billion from the capital of the partners in the Area One 
Concession. This is far and away the largest investment in the 
history of Mozambique.

The liquefaction process involves cooling the gas 
to a temperature of minus 162 degrees Celsius. At this 
temperature, its volume shrinks to just one six-hundredth of 
its gaseous state. The LNG will be exported in tanker ships 
that will dock at special berths to be built at a new port in 
Palma. There will be five berths, four for LNG and one for 
condensate. Each of the tanker ships will be 300 metres long 
and can hold the equivalent of about a million barrels.

implements and inputs 
loans such as tractors, plant-
ers, irrigation equipment, 
construction material and 
investment loans targeting 
agro-processing.

“In empowering farmers 
and agro-processing inves-
tors, we work in collabora-
tion with many partners 
such as ETG Agro who with 
us as a team, we give trac-
tors to farmers through con-
cessional loans,” the CRDB 
Group’s chief stated.

In order to get the tractors, 
a farmer needs to contribute 
a minimum of 35 percent 
of the value while the bank 
pays the 65 percent and the 
borrower has three years to 
repay the loan. “This loan 
is free of any collateral be-
cause the tractor itself quali-
fies as collateral,” Nsekela 
pointed out noting that so 
far CRDB has disbursed over 
650bn/- to the agriculture 
sector with 97.3bn/- give to 
cotton subsector, sugarcane 
production 167.3bn/-, coffee 
got 36.6bn/- and tea received 
60bn/-.

“Today, we are 
accompanied by Managing 
Director of Nsagali Company 
Limited, Emmanuel Silanga 
who is runs ginnery and 
recently the bank gave him 
a loan to facilitate smooth 
buying of cotton from 
farmers,” Nsekela concluded 
while promising the PM that 
CRDB is ready for any tasks 
ahead.

THROUGH CRDB’S FAHARIKILIMO

By Property Watch Reporter, Simiyu

AS smallholder cotton farmers struggle 
to find markets for their commodity this 
season, NMB Bank Plc has issued a 40bn/- 
loan to finance famers and ginneries to 
process the white gold before supplying 
markets.

Briefing Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
when he visited NMB’s booth at the 
26th Nane Nane Agriculture Fair which 
reached its climax yesterday, the bank’s 
Head of Retail Banking, Filbert Mponzi 
said the bank has over the years backed 
the agriculture sector through financing, 
equipment hire purchasing and capacity 
building of smallholder famers through 
training.

“This year we have already given loans 
to two ginneries which are purchasing 
farmers’ cotton for value addition before 
supply markets,” Mponzi said adding 
that since 2010, NMB in partnership with 
its holding company, Rabobank started 
NMB Foundation, a vehicle targeting the 
agriculture sector.

He assured Majaliwa that NMB has the 
financial and technical muscles to help 
commercialise the country’s agriculture 
sector through NMB Foundation which 
combines both aspects in assisting 

farmers, agro-dealers and agro-processing 
investors.

“I call upon all farmers and agro-dealers 
who want financial or technical support to 
come to NMB which will also train them on 
basics of agribusiness,” he added stressing 

that training is an important aspect 
before giving out loans to anyone to avoid 
defaults.

Under the NMB and Rabobank deal, 
efforts are done to enhance good 
governance and transparency, financial 

literacy and technological know-how 
through NMB Foundation for Agricultural 
Development which addresses capacity 
challenges.

“NFAD aims at strengthening the 
management of the farmers’ associations 
and cooperatives, with their members 
in terms of leadership, governance, 
marketing and financial skills,” the NMB 
Head of Retail Banking added.

Speaking after the briefing, Prime 
Minister Majaliwa commended the 
bank for targeting agriculture in its loan 
disbursing portfolio saying such a move is 
helping to increase productivity through 
value addition of commodities.

“I am happy that NMB Bank has 
already issued loans to cotton farmers 
and ginneries at low interest rates which 
means that the cotton subsector can now 
contribute significantly to gross domestic 
product,” Majaliwa said.

He urged major cotton buyers such 
as ginnery owners to go to NMB and get 
loans which will facilitate a smooth cotton 
buying season. “This is your bank so make 
use of its by getting affordable loans,” the 
premier who was the chief guest at the fair 
added. The 26th Nane Nane Agriculture 
Fair which started on August 1, officially 
ended yesterday. 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa (gesturing) talks to one of the farmers who have ben-

efited from NMB Bank Plc’s loans and training at the bank’s pavilion during the climax of 

the 26th Nane Nane Agriculture Fair held in Simiyu region yesterday. With mike in hand is 

NMB’s Head of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and Savings and Credit Cooperation, 

Filbert Mponzi. Photo: courtesy of NMB.

NAIROBI 

More than 70 percent of 
residential buildings in Nairobi 
are not compliant with the county 
government’s zoning policy on 
the number of floors.

Nairobi County Assembly 
Planning, Housing and Lands 
committee chairman Anthony 
Karanja said only 25 percent of 
all city buildings adhere to the 
policy. “It has come to our notice 
that the planning department 
and unscrupulous developers 
have been approving and 
developing structures outside 
the county’s zoning policy and 
if left unchecked we will have a 
disorganised county,” said Mr 
Karanja.

He said the committee will 
from next week start inspec-
tion of buildings to re-evaluate 
their approvals and recommend, 
among other things, demolition 
and regularisation of the build-
ings. “We are giving the notice to 
the executive to put their house 
in order because as a committee, 
we will be going round from next 
week to re-evaluate the approvals 
of the buildings. It is becoming a 
menace,” he said.

“It has even become a 
nightmare to plan for vital 
services such as garbage 
collections because the houses 
contravene the county’s zoning 
policy,” he stated. The damning 
revelation emerged during the 
Committee’s session on Tuesday 

where officers from the Urban 
Planning were questioned 
over the influx of unapproved 
buildings in the capital city.

Zoning is a planning control 
for the built environment that 
includes dividing land into 
sections, permitting land use on 
specific sites to shape the layout 
of towns and cities and enable 
various types of development.

In Nairobi, the zoning 
regulation has divided the capital 
into 15 areas with a specific height 
of building and building type 
allowed. Mr Karanja explained 
that unscrupulous developers 
are working closely with county 
officials to flout the county’s 
zoning policy.

The MCA pointed out that 

officers from the planning 
department had colluded with 
unscrupulous developers and 
put up buildings in total disregard 
of the zoning policy, which guides 
on how many floors a structure 
should have and the maximum 
number of buildings allowed for 
in a certain zone.

He said the situation has been 
fuelled by the existence of cartels 
in the county comprising of sub-
county administrators, planning 
officers and enforcement officers 
who are allowing the illegal 
structures to be put up.

“People are being allowed 
to construct on road reserves, 
airport land, public land, and 
military installations outside 
the zoning policy. In an area like 

Kileleshwa where buildings are 
only allowed to go four storeys, 
we have since established that 
some buildings in the area go up 
to 15 floors,” he said.

The Waithaka MCA appealed 
to Governor Mike Sonko to rein 
in rogue officers from the urban 
planning and housing department 
who were responsible for the 
haphazard building of structures. 
“We are calling on the governor 
to keep a keen eye on his officers 
and expose those working with 
the cartels responsible for the 
proliferation of unapproved 
structures and buildings in the 
city,” he said. Over the years, 
Nairobi houses demolition has 
been on and off for several 
reasons.

loans given to the agriculture 
sector is lack of legal recog-
nition of smallholder farms 
through issuance of title 
deeds which makes them a 
risky group,” Majaliwa noted.

Briefing the premier, CRDB 
Group’s Managing Director, 
Abdulmajid Nsekela said Fa-
hariKilimo is a vehicle tailor 
made to suit the needs of 
smallholder farmers in all as-
pects and graduate them into 
commercial farmers.

“The FahariKilimo Account 
is free of charge to open and 
has no monthly running costs 
charged on farmers with fo-
cus on facilitating smooth 
payment of farmers after sell-
ing their produce,” Nsekela 
said while revealing that so 
far, more than 30,000 farmers 
have enrolled.

“Once a farmer has opened 
this account, they directly 
qualify for several benefits as-
sociated with it which include 
capacity building through 
training and access to many 
products and services offered 
by CRDB,” Nsekela added.

He further pointed out that 
in addition to capacity build-
ing, FahariKilimo enrolled 
farmers also qualify for agro-

Nairobi city estates face demolition in height audit
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 By Property Watch Reporter

I
NDUSTRIAL development as one 
of Southern Africa Development 
Community is an important 
factor in creating jobs and 
reducing levels of poverty in the 

16 member nations’ bloc.
Tanzania Association of Non-

Governmental Organizations’ Pro-
gramme Manager, Zaa Twalangeti 
said under a Regional Indicative 
Strategic Development on Plan (RIS-
DP), progress in establishing indus-
tries has been given a thrust by many 
SADC members including Tanzania.

Twalangeti said the RISDP was par-
tially aimed to see how the region is 
performing in its efforts to end pov-
erty which is the key concern of the 
region with an estimated 40 per cent 
of the SADC population living in ab-
ject poverty.  

“The RISDP was also aimed at al-
laying manifestation of poverty as 
being through poor social indicators, 
including low productivity of labour 
and land, malnutrition, illiteracy, 
unemployment, underemployment 
and declining life expectancy,” Twal-
angeti said.

He noted that evaluation of the 
RISDP which covers the period 2015-
2020, has established that industrial 
development has been placed at 
the core of the integration agenda. 
“Industrialization of SADC has been 
acknowledged as central to diversi-
fying the region’s economies,” the 
TANGO Programme Manager said in 
a statement. 

Among other things, the SADC 
blue-print for industrialization is 
the bloc’s industrialization strategy 
and roadmap which is also backed 
by an Action Plan. “However an as-

Court annuls auction of property in DN International housing saga

SADC industrialisation trade show currently taking place in Dar es Salaam. 

Mauritius gets 
Saudi Arabian 
tourism boost 
as Chinese 
stay away
 PORT LOUIS 

Let down by falling numbers 
of Chinese visitors and fretting 
about Brexit, the tourism indus-
try of Mauritius is turning to an 
unexpected savior: Saudi Arabia.

While surging numbers of 
Chinese visitors to the Indian 
Ocean island’s resorts helped 
underpin an 11 per cent annual 
growth rate in tourists in 2015, 
that slowed to 4.3 per cent last 
year, partially as a result of the 
scrapping of direct flights by 
China Southern Airlines.

In 2015 Mauritius attracted 
90,000 visitors from China. The 
total this year is likely to be less 
than half that, according to fig-
ures from the national statistics 
agency. A weakening pound and 
the prospect of a further curren-
cy plunge if the UK exits Europe 
this year, is another cause for 
concern: The UK is Mauritius’s 
fourth-biggest source of tourists.

But now Saudi Arabian 
visitors are coming and for the 
country, famed for white-sand 
beaches and dramatic moun-
tains, that’s a bonus. Tourism 
accounts for 8 per cent of its 
gross domestic product and 
indirectly employs a fifth of its 
workforce. 

In the first half of this year, 
Saudi visitors almost doubled 
to 9,219 from the previous year, 
thanks to three flights a week 
from Riyadh and Jeddah intro-
duced by Saudi Arabian Airlines 
in 2017. Diplomatic ties between 
the two countries have strength-
ened since, with Mauritius open-
ing an embassy in Saudi Arabia 
last year and a state visit from 
Saudi’s interior minister a few 
weeks later.

“It’s really been a happy sur-
prise,” Jean-Michel Pitot, chair-
man of Mauritius’s association 
of hotel and restaurant owners, 
said in the capital, Port Louis. 
“Those planes are well-filled. I 
didn’t expect that.”

While the Indian Ocean 
island nation has tradition-
ally enjoyed a steady stream of 
visitors from Europe, a legacy 
of its colonial history, it’s been 
struggling for years to draw 
tourists from other continents. 
For Americans, it’s simply too 
far away. The African market, 
despite its proximity, remains 
largely untapped because of 
poor flight connections and the 
relatively high cost of vacation-
ing in Mauritius.

Even though Saudi Arabian 
tourists represent only a tiny 
fraction of the island’s 1.4 mil-
lion annual visitors - more than 
its population of 1.27 million - 
their spending power has helped 
compensate for the drop in arriv-
als from China. Saudis typically 
stay in private luxury villas and 
they tend to spend lavishly on 
meals and services.

There is a wider debate 
between the government and 
hotel owners association as they 
publicly argue over the causes of 
the overall slowdown in visitors. 
Arrivals rose only 0.5 per cent to 
June, well below a target of 2.5 
per cent for the year.

While some tourist opera-
tors blame fierce competition 
from more luxurious destina-
tions, such as Maldives and 
the Seychelles, others say it’s 
because of the weather, or point 
to the numerous stray dogs that 
roam the country’s winding 
roads. The government pledged 
earlier this year to increase 
spending on cleaning campaigns 
and keeping the country pretty 
and efficient - with a metro in 
and around the capital as one of 
its projects.

TANGO APPLAUDS SADC’S INDUSTRIALISATION 
DRIVE BUT FAULTS FALLOUT IN IMPLEMENTATION 

KIGALI 

Creditors who delivered 
supplies or bought homes 
from the defunct DN 
International are celebrating 
a court ruling that has 
cancelled an auction through 
which KCB Bank Rwanda had 
taken over their land.

The ruling, made by the 
Commercial High Court last 
month, dismissed the public 
auction of land that was 
used by DN International 
as collateral in the Green 
Park Villas housing project 
in Rusororo Sector, Gasabo 
District.

Through that auction, 
which was conducted in 2015, 
KCB Bank Rwanda had sold 
the land in order to recover 
the money it lent to DN 
International and bought the 
property itself.

Now, judges at the Kigali 
based Commercial Court in 

Nyamirambo have cancelled 
the auction after establishing 
that some homes that were 
auctioned did not belong to 
DN International’s collateral 
to KCB Bank Rwanda and 
that not all the rules that 
govern a public auction were 
respected.

The ruling was welcomed 
by people who had delivered 
supplies or bought homes 
from the defunct DN Inter-
national, saying it gives them 
a second chance to recover 
money they invested in the 
real estate project in case the 
land is sold as part of an on-
going liquidation process.

In late 2017, at least 75 
of the creditors, including 
Francis Bayingana as the 
lead petitioner, launched a 
lawsuit in order to dismiss 
KCB’s ownership of the land 
DN International had used for 
the Green Park Villas housing 
project.

“The verdict means that 
KCB is now a creditor like any 
other creditors of DN Inter-
national. As the procedure of 
insolvency law stipulates, all 
creditors are now going to get 
something from the remain-
ing property out of DN Inter-
national’s assets according to 
one’s investments in the proj-
ect,” Bayingana told The New 
Times on Tuesday.

He had always argued 
that it was unfair for KCB 
to take over the land that 
was used as collateral in the 
Green Park Villas housing 
project in Rusororo area after 
DN International failed to 
complete the construction 
works.

The petitioner said that he 
and other investors had sued 
as part of last-ditch efforts 
to help those who supplied 
construction materials or 
made down payments for 
housing units to recover their 

money by selling the land on 
which the homes were to be 
erected.

Green Park Villas housing 
project was still incomplete 
when the scandal-hit DN In-
ternational failed to operate, 
forcing the owner, Nathan 
Lloyd, to flee the country in 
2011. Bayingana and others 
have since sued the defunct 
DN International, which is 
now under liquidation, seek-
ing over Rwf780 million in 
compensation as the realtor 
failed to deliver the promised 
homes and hadn’t managed to 
pay all its critical suppliers of 
materials and services rang-
ing from security guards to 
iron sheet and cement provid-
ers.

“So far, we are still negotiat-
ing in order to get the money 
we invested,” Bayingana said. 
When DN International fold-
ed, as a financier of the proj-
ect, KCB through the public 

auction now dismissed by the 
commercial court had seized 
the incomplete estate in an ef-
fort to recover over a Rwf1.5-
billion loan it was owed. But 
the bank did not take care of 
paying those who supplied 
construction materials or 
the prospective homeown-
ers who had made down pay-
ment on the houses.

The Insolvency Adminis-
trator for DN International, 
Vedaste Mugemanyi, equally 
welcomed the court ruling, 
explaining in an interview 
with this newspaper that the 
verdict gives him a chance 
to have more assets left by 
the defunct company which 
could be sold in order to pay 
its creditors.

It is not yet clear if KCB Bank 
Rwanda, the main loser in the 
ruling, will appeal against it as 
George Odhiambo, the Bank’s 
Managing Director, told this 
newspaper on Tuesday that 

he hadn’t yet looked at the 
verdict in order to decide the 
way forward.

Before the Green View Park 
Villas estate, DN Internation-
al, which was founded by Ke-
nyan-US businessman Nathan 
Lloyd, had been embroiled in 
wrangles in another estate; 
Hill View Estate in the nearby 
Masaka in Kicukiro District.

The developer, who had re-
ceived full payment from pro-
spective home owners in the 
estate, failed to pay the bank 
– then Fina Bank, the current 
GT Bank - that had financed 
the development of the 28-
home estate.

The owners were then 
surprised to learn that the 
property they had occupied 
for a few months was going 
under the hammer for the 
bank to recover its money. 
Eventually a negotiated 
agreement was reached and 
the auction was called off.

One of the scandal-ridden projects done by DN International in Masaka, Kigali.

sessment of the performance of the 
plan which has been done by Daima 
Associate of Tanzania as commis-
sioned by the SADC Secretariat show 
that the plan which is supposed to be 
implemented by member state does 
not indicate tangible projects that 
are directly implementing the strat-
egy,” Twalangeti noted.

He added that SADC member 
states are still largely implementing 
their own industrialization policies 
which have not deliberately domes-
ticated the regional industrial strat-

egy. “The performance assessment 
also shows that the implementation 
of the strategy has not yet realized 
significant impact in the region and 
this can be evidenced by the sector’s 
sluggishly growth of 1.2 percent in 
2017 compared to 2.7 percent in 2016 
and its transformation in terms of 
diversification and growth of value 
chains has at best been modest,” he 
added. 

The assessment also shows that 
profiling of regional value chains 
in the priority sectors of agro-pro-

cessing, mineral beneficiation and 
pharmaceuticals was completed and 
what remains is for member states to 
domesticate the strategy and value 
chains and implement the strategy, 
Twalangeti noted.

On market integration, the TANGO 
Manager said it is making progress 
but intra-regional trade remains dis-
mal with fair progress being made 
with regard to the implementation 
of the SADC free trade area by mem-
ber states.

“Among the key milestones was the 

consolidation of the SADC free trade 
area in the first three years of a re-
vised RISDP and the region has fairly 
manage to phase down tariffs but 
despite the implementation of the 
SADC FTA is being implemented, the 
goods market in the region remains 
small,” he argued while pointing out 
that the assessment has also shown 
that there are many supply side con-
straints, inadequate trade related in-
frastructure and other trade policy 
instruments such as non-tariff barri-
ers and restrictive rules of origin.  



FRIDAY AUGUST 9, 2019  15

CONSTRUCTION

$754m Chevron House sale shows Singapore office demand

 SINGAPORE

Singapore’s CBD is seeing decade-
high capital values, driven by strong 
demand for quality office space in 
the Island State.

Just last month, Chevron House – 
a 32-storey office and retail building 
in the heart of the city’s CBD – was 
sold to US real estate fund AEW for 
S$1.025 billion (US$754 million), a 
35 percent increase on capital value 
from when it was purchased in 2017.

“The strong growth in Singapore 
office capital values over the last 12 
months is supported by the market’s 
very favourable demand-supply dy-
namics and a benign interest rate 
outlook,” says Regina Lim, Head of 

Capital Markets Research for South-
east Asia in JLL.

Office rents in the city have 
been steadily climbing in the past 
two years with this year’s growth 
forecast of 12 percent expected 
to outpace the rest of the region. 
The rental market has “improved 
significantly” in the last 18 months, 
says Lim. “Demand for office space 
is strong even with increasing rents, 
driven mainly by professional 
services, technology and flexible 
work spaces providers.”

Demand for office space in 
the nation state is unwavering. 
According to Forbes Magazine, 
59 percent of large multinational 
technology companies have set 

up their Asian headquarters in 
Singapore, with Hong Kong coming 
in at 18 percent.

Occupied office stock in the CBD 
has increased significantly by 6 
percent in 2018, compared to just 
2.3 percent annually between 2013 
and 2017, supported by a mix of new 
entrants, expansions and renewals.

Alongside increasing demand, the 
city is set to face supply shortages 
in the CBD until at least 2021 which 
may lead to rents growing by 4 to 6 
percent annually in the next 5 years.

A changing CBD
A recent announcement of a ‘CBD 

incentive scheme’ from the Urban 
Redevelopment Authority could 
change both the type and supply 

of office space in the CBD in the 
next 5 years. The scheme is part of 
the government’s decentralisation 
strategy to bring jobs closer to 
homes and inject more residents 
and vibrancy into the CBD.

“Many existing developments 
lack the retail and lifestyle elements 
that corporates now expect,” says 
Lim. Buildings which meet the 
size requirements and are at least 
20 years old are eligible for a 25 
to 30 percent higher plot ratio if 
they’re converted into mixed use 
developments by their owners.

“By encouraging the 
redevelopment of older buildings 
into integrated mixed used 
developments, we believe Singapore 

will widen its lead as a global city for 
companies, talent and capital,” she 
says.

There are more than 20 buildings 
with over 6.5 million square feet of 
office space eligible for the scheme, 
according to estimates from JLL. If 
redeveloped – this will exacerbate 
the supply shortage in the CBD in 
the short term.

Over the next 5 years office supply 
will constrict to 0.4 million square 
feet per annum, compared to an 
estimated demand of 0.7 million 
square feet, according to JLL data. 
“This compelling demand-supply 
dynamic is one of the key reasons 
for the strong rise in capital values,” 
says Lim.

View from the River Thames in London. The UK’s Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors has warned that Brexit uncertainty is forcing sellers of luxury homes to accept lower prices. 

RIYADH 

S
audi Arabia, which is push-
ing forward with renewable 
energy targets for its Vision 
2030, has invited 60 com-
panies that pre-qualified to 

submit bids for six solar energy 
projects with a combined capacity 
of 1.5 gigawatts.

The Ministry of Energy, Industry 
and Mineral Resources expects the 
projects to attract approximately 
5.2 billion Saudi riyals ($1.4bn) of 
private-sector investment.

The request for proposals for two 
smaller “Category A” projects with 
the capacity to produce 100 mega-
watts or less was opened on Thurs-
day with a deadline of December 3. 
This follows the issuance in July of 
proposal requests for four larger 
“Category B” projects with a capac-
ity of above 100MW and a deadline 
of November 18.

The list of companies that se-
cured the initial qualification, pub-
lished on Saudi Arabia’s Renewable 
Energy Project Development Office 
(Repdo) website, includes Masdar 
from Abu Dhabi.

Other successful applicants in-
clude 28 companies from Saudi Ara-
bia and global corporations, such 
as American photovoltaic manufac-
turer First Solar, China Machinery 
Engineering Corporation, Korea 
Electric Power Corporation and Ja-
pan’s Sumitomo Corporation. Ap-
plicants are classified as managing 
members, technical members or lo-
cal managing members.

Category A projects require all 

A man walks past a solar park in Riyadh. 

three member types, while Category B projects do 
not need a local member. The smaller projects carry 
a minimum requirement of 17 per cent local content, 

as per regulations it is to increase the national econ-
omy’s contribution of products and services.

All projects tendered are 100 per cent independ-

ent power producers that will be backed by 20 to 25-
year power purchase agreements. The six projects 
being tendered in round two represent the first half 

LONDON 

Britain’s luxury property market 
remained under pressure in July as 
more million-pound-plus homes 
sold for under the asking price. 
Almost 70% of agents said the 
prices paid for homes marketed at 
over £1m ($1.2 million) fell short, 
according to the Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors.

The report published on 
Thursday found heightened Brexit 
uncertainty weighing on the 
property market as a whole, with 
new Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
threatening to let Britain crash out 
of the European Union on October 
31 unless a new deal can be 
negotiated.

RICS chief economist Simon 
Rubinsohn said the findings contain 
“little comfort” for the housing 
market. “Some support may be 
provided by an easing in the cost of 
money which could feed through 
into lower mortgage finance 
costs, but this may be insufficient 
to provide a spur to lift activity 
given the clouds hanging over the 
economy,” he said.

RICS said an index of prices 
returned to clear negative territory. 
Weakness was felt most in London, 
East Anglia and the Southeast, 
where values are expected to 
continue declining over the next 
year - despite a falling pound 
making it cheaper for foreigners 
to buy UK assets. Elsewhere, the 
outlook is brighter, with agents 
anticipating healthy prices gains 
in Scotland, Northern Ireland and 
Wales.

Rental prices are also expected 
to rise amid growing demand and 
diminishing supply, with landlords 
starting to sell up because of higher 
taxes, a ban on charging tenants 
one-time fees and proposals to 
abolish section 21 notices, which 
give landlords the power to evict 
tenants at the end of their contracts 
without reason.

Brexit 
uncertainty 
forces 
sellers 
of luxury 
homes 
to accept 
lower bids

of this year’s project devel-
opment pipeline. Another 
six projects, in round three 
of the National Renew-
able Energy Programme 
(NRED), will be tendered 
by the last quarter of 
the year. Round one for 
700MW of solar and wind 
energy projects took place 
in 2017, when the develop-
ment office was formed.

The world’s largest oil 
exporter has been looking 
to diversify its resources 
and recently revised its 
renewable energy target 
from 9.5GW to 27.3GW in 
2024. By 2030, it wants 
to reach 58.7GW capacity, 
comprising 40GW from 
solar photovoltaic, 16GW 
from wind and 2.7GW from 
concentrated solar power. 
Saudi Arabia’s first wind 
power project, costing 
$500 million, reached a 
financial close in July. The 
400-MW wind farm had 
been awarded to a consor-
tium led by France’s EDF 
and Masdar.

SAUDI ARABIA INVITES BIDS FOR 
SIX SOLAR ENERGY PROJECTS

 ABU DHABI 

Aldar Properties, behind mega 
projects such as the Formula 
One race circuit on Yas Island, 
said second quarter net profit 
attributable to the owners of the 
company jumped 5 per cent on the 
back of higher revenues.

Net profit rose 5.35 per cent in 
the second quarter to Dh470.4 
million from the year earlier period, 
Aldar said in a regulatory filing 
on Thursday to the Abu Dhabi 
Securities Exchange, where its 
shares are traded. The biggest listed 
developer in Abu Dhabi saw revenue 
in the second quarter climb 10 per 

cent to Dh1.66 billion, boosted by 
rising sales and strong development 
activity.

“There is an upswing in 
sentiment towards Abu Dhabi’s 
real estate market with the recent 
announcement of our Dh9bn worth 
of development projects since the 
start of 2019,” said Talal Al Dhiyebi, 

chief executive of Aldar Properties. 
“Those, coupled with government 
initiatives to spur economic growth, 
are having a positive multiplier 
effect on the wider Abu Dhabi 
economy and stirring confidence.”

In July Aldar was awarded 
contracts worth Dh5bn from 
multiple Abu Dhabi government 

entities to deliver three projects in 
the capital as the emirate continues 
to spend on infrastructure and 
economic development schemes. 
The company has about Dh2bn in 
off plan sales. Revenue in the first six 
months of year surged 15 per cent 
to Dh3.4bn from the same period a 
year earlier.

Aldar Properties posts 5pc rise in Q2 profit on back of strong sales
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EL PASO, Texas 

U.S. President Donald Trump met 
victims and first responders from last 
weekend’s deadly shootings in Texas 
and Ohio on Wednesday, as chanting 
protesters accused him of inflaming 
tensions with anti-immigrant and ra-
cially charged rhetoric.

Trump visited hospitals where vic-
tims were treated in El Paso, Texas, on 
the border with Mexico, and in Day-
ton, Ohio, after massacres 13 hours 
apart that shocked the country and 
reopened a national debate on gun 
safety.

In both cities, crowds of protesters 
gathered to confront Trump and con-
demn his visit. Some held signs read-
ing “Trump is racist,” “Love over hate” 
and “Send him back!”

Chanting crowds in Dayton urged 
Trump: “Do something!”

The president and first lady Mela-
nia Trump avoided the press on both 
hospital visits and stayed out of public 
view.

They visited survivors in their hos-
pital rooms at the University Medical 
Center in El Paso and Miami Valley 
Hospital in Dayton, and thanked the 
medical staff and first responders, 

White House spokeswoman Stephanie 
Grisham said.

“It was a warm and wonderful visit,” 
Trump said on Twitter after leaving 
Dayton. “Tremendous enthusiasm & 
even Love.”

Trump also visited law enforcement 
personnel at an emergency opera-
tions center in El Paso to thank them 
for their response on Saturday, when 
a man killed 22 people at a Walmart 
store, apparently after posting an anti-
immigrant manifesto online.

In Dayton, nine people and the sus-
pect were killed in a rampage early on 
Sunday.

“The job you have done is incred-
ible,” Trump told gathered officers 
and staff. “I wanted to come and thank 
you.”

Before leaving Washington, Trump 
said that in the wake of the shootings 
he wanted to strengthen background 
checks for gun purchases and make 
sure mentally ill people did not carry 
guns. He predicted congressional sup-
port for those two measures but not 
for Democratic efforts to ban assault 
rifles.

“I can tell you that there is no politi-
cal appetite for that at this moment,” 
Trump told reporters at the White 

President Trump visits mass 
shooting victims; protesters 
shout ‘Do something!’

House. “But I will certainly bring that up ... There 
is a great appetite, and I mean a very strong ap-
petite, for background checks.”

Dayton Mayor Nan Whaley and U.S. Senator 
Sherrod Brown of Ohio, both Democrats, accom-
panied Trump in Dayton and told reporters they 
urged him to call on Senate Republican leader 
Mitch McConnell to bring the Senate back from 
its summer recess to work on a House-passed bill 
that expands background checks on gun buyers.

Brown said he asked Trump to promise he 
would sign that bill. “He only said that we will get 
things done,” Brown said, adding the president 
had been “comforting” to the victims.

Whaley said she agreed with Trump’s decision 
not to visit the district where the shooting oc-
curred given the high emotions in the commu-
nity.

‘NOT INTERESTED’

“A lot of people that own businesses in that 
district are not interested in the president being 
there,” she said. “A lot of the time his talk can be 
very divisive and that’s the last thing we need in 

Dayton.”
Trump later criticized the two Democrats for 

their comments, saying on Twitter the news con-
ference they held was “a fraud. It bore no resem-
blance to what took place.”

 Trump told reporters at the El Paso opera-
tions center the two Democrats “should not be 
politicking today.”

Democrats say Trump’s anti-immigrant, ra-
cially charged language at rallies and on Twitter 
has fanned racist, white nationalist sentiments, 
creating a political climate that is conducive to 
hate-based violence.

The massacre in the predominantly Hispanic 
city of El Paso is being investigated as a hate 
crime and act of domestic terrorism, authorities 
said. The FBI said the Dayton shooter also ex-
plored violent ideologies.

An open letter to Trump on Wednesday in the 
El Paso Times described the border city as hav-
ing “a deep tradition of racial harmony” whose 
people came together after the tragedy. It ad-
monished Trump for calling El Paso one of the 
country’s most dangerous cities in his February 
State of the Union address.

“He’s going to make war between us. Racism is 
starting to pop up more and more. Mexican peo-
ple are fed up. He’s going to create chaos around 
here,” said Fernando Montoya, 45, who 
joined the protesters at a park in El Paso.

On Monday, Trump gave a speech focusing 
on mental health reforms, tighter internet 
regulation and wider use of the death pen-
alty. Democrats accused Trump of hiding be-
hind talk of mental illness and the influence 
of social media rather than committing to 
laws to restrict gun ownership.

In Iowa, Democratic presidential front-
runner Joe Biden said Trump had “fanned 
the flames” of white supremacy.

“We have a president with a toxic tongue 
who has publicly and unapologetically em-
braced a political strategy of hate, racism, and 
division,” the former vice president said.

Former Texas congressman and El Paso na-
tive Beto O’Rourke, another 2020 presidential 
contender, said Trump “helped create the hatred 
that made Saturday’s tragedy possible” and thus 
“has no place here.”

    Agencies

THE investment in fixed assets in 
China grew at an average annual rate of 
15.6 percent over the past 70 years, ac-
cording to the National Bureau of Sta-
tistics (NBS) on July 30, in a report re-
garding achievements in economic and 
social development since the People’s 
Republic of China was founded.

Analysts say that fixed investment 
is the basis for development and the 
high growth rate shows China’s sound 
foundation and huge potential for eco-
nomic growth and sustainability, as 
the figure provides important clues as 
to the economy’s capacity to produce 
more goods and services.

China’s investment in infrastructure 
and basic industries has kept growing 

over the past years. Investment in the 
transportation industry grew at an av-
erage annual rate of 16.7 percent from 
1996 to 2018, according to the report. 

“China’s infrastructure grew out of 
nothing from 70 years ago, and now 
leads the world in infrastructure in-
vestment, with the nickname ‘infra-
structure maniac,’” Zhao Xijun, vice 
director of the School of Finance at 
Renmin University told the Global 
Times on July 30.  

China has formed a comprehen-
sive transportation network including 
railways, roads, water transport and 
air transport. In terms of information 
transmission, the total length of optical 
cable lines in China ranked first in the 

world by the end of 2018, which shows 
the outstanding effect of investment in 
the information industry, according to 
the report.

“China is the world champion in 
terms of the length of railways and 
roads, as well as the number of big 
bridges and ports,” said Zhao.

Over the past 70 years, investment 
has been one of the major drivers of 
China’s economic development, with 
the national capital formation rate (the 
proportion of total capital formation in 
GDP during an accounting period for 
a country) rising from 38.9 percent in 
1978 to 48.5 percent in 2011, the highest 
since the reform and opening-up, the 
report said. 

The capital formation rate was 48.2 
percent in 2010 when China became 
the second largest economy in the 
world and outpaced Japan, whose rate 
was 19.8 percent, according to data 
from the World Bank.

In 2018, China’s capital formation 
rate stood at 44.9 percent, and total 
capital formation contributed 32.4 per-
cent to economic growth, said NBS.

With the continuous growth of its 
economic power, China’s industrial 
structure has begun to move toward 
high-end industries, and investment in 
high-tech industries has been growing 
rapidly.

From 2013 to 2018, China’s invest-
ment in high-tech industries grew at an 

annual rate of 16.9 percent, 6.2 percent-
age points higher than was seen in the 
whole industry. 

Investment in high-tech manufactur-
ing grew at an average annual rate of 15 
percent, 5.4 percentage points higher 
than that of all manufacturing indus-
tries. 

Investment in high-tech services in-
creased by 20.3 percent on average, 8.2 
percentage points higher than the total 
investment in the service sector.

“China has gained lots of experience 
from infrastructure construction as 
well as training talents, which makes a 
solid foundation for industry upgrade,” 
said Zhao.

Some high-tech industries, including 

aerospace, satellite navigation, smart-
phones, computers and electronic 
communications, have formed an in-
tegrated, well-equipped and capable 
industrial ecosystem, moving toward 
the middle and high-end of the global 
industrial chain, the report said.

Meanwhile, the diversification pat-
tern of Chinese investors has taken 
shape, increasing the vitality and driv-
ing force of reproduction.

 Particularly after the reform and 
opening-up, with the continuous im-
provement of the socialist market 
economy system, the enthusiasm for 
investment of various market entities 
has been stimulated.

            Global Times

China’s fixed investment grew 15.6 percent on average

ISLAMABAD

PAKISTAN on Wednesday in-
formed India to withdraw its high 
commissioner after the country 
decided to downgrade diplomatic 
relations and suspend trade ties 
with India during a national secu-
rity committee meeting amid re-
cent Kashmir tensions.

Prior to the expel notification, a 
Pakistani Foreign Ministry official 
told Xinhua that the ministry has 
been told to cancel all the commit-
ments with the Indian embassy.

The Indian government has also 
been informed that Pakistan will 
not be sending its high commis-
sioner-designate to India, the For-
eign Ministry here said in a state-

ment.
Pakistan adopted a series of 

measures during the national 
security committee meeting on 
Wednesday against India in the 
wake of India’s revocation of the 
special status to Indian-controlled 
Kashmir.

Meanwhile, the country’s parlia-
ment passed a resolution against 
the Indian decision and the recent 
surge in unprovoked firing and 
shelling by Indian forces along the 
Line of Control, the de-facto bor-
der between the two countries in 
the disputed area.

Addressing the joint session 
here, Fakhar Imam, chairman of 
the Pakistan’s National Assembly’s 
Committee on Kashmir, said that 

Kashmir is an internationally rec-
ognized dispute on the agenda of 
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, and the Indian move posed a 
great threat to peace, security and 
stability in South Asia.

The joint parliament session 

also called upon the Organization 
of the Islamic Cooperation to con-
vene an extraordinary high level 
session on the Indian move, and 
asked the international communi-
ty to stop India from undertaking 
the actions that may lead to a dan-
gerous escalation to affect not only 
South Asia but the entire world.

During the national security 
committee meeting chaired by 
Prime Minister Imran Khan, sen-
ior cabinet ministers and military 
officers discussed the situation 
inside Indian-controlled Kashmir 
and along the Line of Control.

Khan (pictured) also directed all 
diplomatic channels to be activat-
ed to highlight human rights viola-
tions in India-controlled Kashmir 

and directed the military to con-
tinue its vigilance and be prepared 
to face any aggression.

Pakistan also decided to take the 
Kashmir issue to the United Na-
tions.

Talking to the local media, the 
country’s Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said that his 
country will take the issue to the 
UN Security Council, and will also 
take friendly countries into confi-
dence regarding the dispute.

Local reports said that Khan has 
made a telephone conversation to 
his British counterpart Boris John-
son. However, the details of the 
conversation were not revealed 
yet.

            Xinhua

Pakistan expels Indian high commissioner after downgrading bilateral diplomatic ties

Defiant Salvini says time 
may be running out on 
Italy government

By Bloomberg

DEPUTY Premier Matteo 
Salvini increased pressure 
on Italy’s ruling coalition, 
reportedly giving Prime Min-
ister Giuseppe Conte a Mon-
day deadline to shake up the 
cabinet and indicating that if 
his partners in the Five Star Movement don’t yield to his de-
mands he’ll dissolve the government.

“I’m not one for half measures, either we can do things 
fully and well or I am not one who clings on to his seat,” 
Salvini said on Wednesday at a rally in the coastal town of 
Sabaudia. “Something has broken down in recent months,” 
he added, referring to the coalition. 

The 10-year yield premium over Germany, a key gauge of 
risk in the Mediterranean nation, climbed toward the wid-
est level in a month. It rose by as much as nine basis points 
to 2.09% before paring the increase to four basis points.

Italy’s de facto leader has been stepping up his rhetoric 
in recent days, sending thinly veiled threats to his Five Star 
partners that either they stop trying to delay his agenda or 
he’s ready to pull the plug on the government and try to 
force early elections. Salvini, the League party leader, has 
called for deep tax cuts and investments, even if they fall 
afoul of European Union rules.

Salvini supporters have been pushing him for months to 
ditch the coalition as the League’s poll numbers approach 
40%, a result that could allow it to govern on its own.

Beach campaign
The deputy premier on Wednesday canceled rallies at 

beaches south of Rome as he preferred to stay in parliament 
and huddle with advisers and colleagues. In the evening he 
held a long meeting with Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte 
and has since called off events scheduled for Thursday.

Salvini has given Conte until Monday to accede to his de-
mands for changes in the cabinet or he could meet with It-
aly’s president to begin the process of breaking the govern-
ment up, Corriere della Sera reported. The League leader is 
calling for the immediate ouster of Transportation Minister 
Danilo Toninelli. He’s also reported to be seeking to replace 
other cabinet members, notably Finance Minister Giovanni 
Tria.

In a Wednesday night speech, Salvini thanked Conte and 
fellow Deputy Premier Luigi Di Maio, who heads Five Star 
and with whom he has quarreled incessantly since the 
government was formed over a year ago. But he denied he 
is merely seeking more cabinet posts for the League and 
added that what happens next is “in the hands of the Italian 
people.”

 “Like in marriage, if you spend more time quarreling and 
trading insults rather than making love, it’s better to look 
each other in the eyes and take an adult decision,” Salvini 
said, adding that decisions could be made “in the coming 
hours.”            Xinhua

SHENZHEN

THE most pressing and overrid-
ing task of Hong Kong is to stop 
violence, end the chaos and re-
store order, a central government 
official said here Wednesday.

Hong Kong is facing the most 
severe situation since its return 
to the motherland, said Zhang 
Xiaoming, director of the Hong 
Kong and Macao Affairs Office of 
the State Council, at a symposium 
jointly held by the office and the 
Liaison Office of the Central Peo-
ple’s Government in the Hong 
Kong Special Administrative Re-
gion (HKSAR).

“The most pressing and over-
riding task at present is to stop 

violence, end the chaos and re-
store order, so as to safeguard 
our homeland and prevent Hong 
Kong from sinking into an abyss,” 
Zhang  (pictured) said.

More than 550 people at-
tended the meeting, including 
HKSAR deputies to the National 
People’s Congress, national and 
provincial political advisors from 
HKSAR, leaders of patriotic po-
litical and social organizations in 
Hong Kong, as well as those from 
relevant youth, education and 
professional organizations and 
mainland enterprises operating 
in Hong Kong.

At the symposium, Zhang 
briefed the attendees on the cen-
tral authorities’ policies on stabi-

lizing Hong Kong’s situation while 
Wang Zhimin, director of the Liai-
son Office of the Central People’s 
Government in HKSAR, proposed 
how to implement the policies.

If the violence and chaos are 
allowed to continue, not only the 
safety of Hong Kong citizens’ lives 
and property will be endangered, 
the governance authority of the 

SAR government, the corner-
stone of the rule of law in Hong 
Kong, the prosperity and stability 
of Hong Kong, and the “one coun-
try, two systems” will also be de-
stroyed, Zhang said.

“Citizens of Hong Kong will not 
allow this to happen. The people 
of China will not allow this to hap-
pen,” Zhang said.

He said the central authorities 
will never sit by if the situation in 
Hong Kong worsens to a turmoil 
that the SAR government can not 
control.

“According to the Basic Law (of 
the HKSAR), the central authori-
ties have ample methods as well 
as sufficient strength to promptly 
settle any possible turmoil should 

it occur,” he said.
As many people in Hong Kong 

have pointed out, the ordinance 
amendment issues have changed 
in their essence, and now bear 
the features of a “color revolu-
tion,” Zhang said.

The criminal activities that bla-
tantly challenged the bottom line 
of the “one country, two systems” 
principle must be punished by 
law, Zhang said, noting that plot-
ters, organizers and directors be-
hind the scenes must be held for 
criminal responsibility.

Zhang stressed support for the 
chief executive and police of the 
HKSAR, calling it the key to stabi-
lizing the situation in Hong Kong.

            Xinhua

Hong Kong’s most urgent task is to stop violence, end chaos, restore order

MOSCOW

RUSSIA considers that the 
events related to an operation 
to detain former Kyrgyz Presi-
dent Almazbek Atambayev are 
the Central Asian republic’s do-
mestic affair, Russian Foreign 
Ministry Spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova said in an interview 
with Ekho Moskv radio station.

“We view this event as the country’s domestic affair and 
also the embassy has released recommendation for Rus-
sians to avoid the scene of the operation, if it continues. 
I think we will give a deeper assessment to these events 
some time later,” Zakharova (pictured) said.

On August 7, Kyrgyz special forces launched an operation 
to detain former Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev, 
who has been charged with corruption and stripped of his 
immunity. 

However, his supporters put up resistance in Koy-Tash, 
Atambayev’s hometown where his residence is located. 
One special forces officer died and 52 people were injured 
in the clashes, including a journalist and law enforcement 
officers. 

The operation failed to detain the former leader, who 
has repeatedly denied all charges.

On Thursday, Kyrgyz President Sooronbay Jeenbekov 
said that the former leader had violated the constitution by 
putting up armed resistance to law enforcement officers. 
In turn, Atambayev announced plans to bring his support-
ers to Bishkek to hold a protest rally.  Agencies

Russia views Kyrgyz events as 
domestic affair, diplomat says

President Donald Trump
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SEOUL/TOKYO 

SOUTH Korean President 
Moon Jae-in said yesterday that 
uncertainty would last over Ja-
pan’s export curbs on South Ko-
rea despite Tokyo’s first approv-
al of exporting a chip material 
to Seoul since imposing tighter 
curbs of such materials in early 
July.

Moon said during a meeting 
of the presidential National Eco-
nomic Advisory Council that de-
spite the first approval by Japan, 
what was unchanged was a fact 
that “uncertainty is still alive.”

Moon also said tighter curbs 
would undermine Japan’s inter-
national credibility and accused 
Tokyo of using its industrial ad-
vantage as a weapon against an-
other country, Reuters reports.

“The measures so far under-
mine the trust of the free trade 
order and the international divi-
sion of labor,” Moon said, accord-
ing to Reuters. “Even if there are 
any gains, it will be short-lived. 
In the end it is a game without 
winners, where everyone, in-
cluding Japan itself, becomes a 
victim.

Moon’s comments came after 
Japan earlier in the day permit-
ted the shipment of extreme 
ultraviolet (EUV) photoresist to 
South Korea, according to the 
presidential Blue House.

It is one of the three materials 
which Japan tightened regula-
tions in early July to curb export 

to South Korea. The three ma-
terials are crucial for the pro-
duction of memory chips and 
display panels that are the main-
stay of the South Korean export.

The latest export approval fol-
lowed “strict examination”, Japa-
nese ministers said, cautioning 
that Tokyo could consider ex-
panding its controls beyond the 
three high-tech materials, reports 
Reuters.

Industry Minister Hiroshige 
Seko said Japan does not usually 
announce each export approval, 
but did so this time after South 
Korea described Japan’s recent 
curbs as an “embargo” on ship-
ments, according to Reuters.

He was quick to add that Tokyo 
would expand the curbs beyond 
the three specialized chemicals 
- fluorinated polyimides, photo-
resists and hydrogen fluouride - if 
there were any cases of “improp-
er” use, Reuters added. Some of 
the chemicals, which are used to 
make smartphone displays and 
chips, can also be used in weap-
ons.  

The approval and subsequent 
warning illustrate how Tokyo is 
upping the ante in the diplomat-
ic row while at the same time is 
unwilling to unilaterally stop ex-
ports to South Korea.

On Wednesday, Japan pro-
mulgated last week its decision 
to remove South Korea from its 
“white list” of trusted trading 
partners, but it did not impose 
additional curbs on materials 

exported to South Korea.
 Moon said it needed to see 

how Japan would act, but he 
noted that his government had 
been prepared for the worse-
case scenario right after Japan’s 
tighter regulations on the three 
materials last month.

The president vowed to take 
Japan’s export restrictions as an 
opportunity to reduce import 
dependence on Japan and ex-
pand the development of home-
grown parts and materials, while 
continuing diplomatic efforts to 
resolve the trade issue with Ja-
pan.

Moon reiterated his position 
that Japan’s action was an “eco-
nomic retaliation” against the 
South Korean top court’s rulings 
that ordered some of Japanese 
companies to compensate the 
South Korean victims who were 
forced into hard labor without 
pay during the 1910-45 Japanese 

colonization of the Korean Pen-
insula. Japan says the matter was 
settled by a 1965 treaty normal-
izing bilateral ties. 

South Korea was scheduled 
to take a call on its plan to drop 
Japan from a similar “white list” 
of countries on Thursday, but 
trade ministry officials said the 
plan had been put off until fur-
ther discussions, according to 
Reuters.

Given the curbs in place, Ja-
pan’s approval to export the 
three materials could take up to 
90 days, slowing shipments.

But it remains unclear if the 
initial approval from Tokyo sig-
nals a breakthrough in trade 
relations. “They approved only 
one out of a number of items, 
and they said they would ap-
prove exports for pure civilian 
purposes,” a South Korean se-
nior trade ministry official told 
Reuters.    Agencies

S. Korea sees uncertainty last despite Japan’s hi-tech nod

TEN years after the 2008 interna-
tional financial crisis, the global econ-
omy has again reached a crossroads. 
World economic growth remains 
sluggish, and economic globalization 
is encountering headwinds. Besides, 
trade and investment tensions are on 
the rise, placing impacts on the global 
industry landscape and financial stabil-
ity, and dampening the confidence of 
international investors. 

More than ever, the world needs to 
uphold and champion multilateralism. 
Facing such situation, China is offering 
convincing and effective plans.

In the first half of 2019, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping attended three major 
diplomatic events at home and five 
international conferences, and made 
seven trips to foreign countries for 
state visits. 

By grasping the general trend of de-
velopment and focusing on the future 
of the world, the Chinese schemes of-
fered by the Chinese President are in-
jecting confidence to the global com-
munity and charting the course for 
world economy and global governance.

China’s achievements have strength-
ened confidence for the world econo-
my. According to country’s half-year 
economic statistics of 2019 released 
recently, its GDP exceeded 45 trillion 
yuan (about $6.6 trillion), up 6.3 per-
cent year-on-year. The growth was 
among the fastest in major economies.

Such economic performance soon 
became a hot topic for global media. 
China is building a more robust, a more 
diversified economy, said CNBC.

The Chinese economy not only has 
maintained stability while making 
progress, but also is enjoying great po-
tential, resilience and flexibility. It con-
tributed over 30 percent to the world 
economic growth. 

The world will do well when China 
does well. As the country maintains 

steady growth, its role as an anchor and 
engine for the whole world economy 
will become more prominent.

China’s solutions are guiding high-
quality development. In response to 
the root causes of imbalanced, unco-
ordinated and unsustainable develop-
ment in the world economy, Xi pre-
scribed a solution of working together 
to build a high-quality world economy.

The second Belt and Road Forum for 
International Cooperation (BRF) start-
ed a new journey of high-quality devel-
opment of Belt and Road cooperation. 
China has also taken a series of con-
crete measures including encouraging 
third-party cooperation, trilateral co-
operation, and cooperation between 
the government and private capital, 
which further highlighted the inclu-
siveness and balance of development.

These measures have not only effec-
tively activated the resources of devel-
oped countries, but also encouraged 
more developing countries and small 

China brings even brighter prospects for global development

and medium-sized enterprises to in-
tegrate into the global supply chain, 
industry chain and value chain, so that 
all parties concerned can benefit from 
international trade and investment.

More and more developed econo-
mies and international organizations 
are joining the Belt and Road coop-
eration under a variety of cooperation 
models. As a result, the path for the 
Belt and Road will inevitably become 
wider and the cake of mutual benefit 
will become bigger.

At the G20 Osaka Summit, President 
Xi called on all parties to work together 
to build a high-quality world economy, 
persist in reform and innovation to 
find more impetus for growth, and 
progress with the times and improve 
global governance. He also asked all 
parties to rise up to challenges and 
break bottlenecks in development, and 
uphold partnership and resolve differ-
ences properly.

In pursuing high-quality develop-

BOGOTA, Colombia 

FOR weeks, representatives 
of Venezuelan President Nicolás 
Maduro and his would-be suc-
cessor, opposition leader Juan 
Guaidó, have been shuttling 
back and forth to Barbados try-
ing to agree on a common path 
out of the country’s prolonged 
political standoff.

The meetings have been slow-
going and shrouded in mystery, 
with neither side disclosing de-
tails. But now Maduro’s support-
ers are accusing the US of trying 
to blow up the fragile process.

The purported explosive: 
sweeping new sanctions that 
freeze all of the Maduro (pic-
tured) government’s assets in 
the US and even threaten to 

punish companies from third 
countries that keep doing busi-
ness with his socialist adminis-
tration.

“They’re trying to dynamite 
the dialogue,” Foreign Minister 
Jorge Arreaza said Tuesday at a 
news conference to denounce 
comments by US National 
Security Adviser John Bolton 
defending the asset freeze. “But 
nobody, not even 1,000 Trumps 
or 500 Boltons ... will make us 
abandon the negotiating table.”

Building on its role as a 
facilitator of Colombia’s peace 
process, Norway in May man-
aged to overcome deep distrust 
arising from past failed at-
tempts at dialogue and bring 
the two sides together in Oslo. 
Talks have since moved to the 

Caribbean island of Barbados, 
where the fifth round wrapped 
up last week.

Neither side has said much 
about what is being discussed 
although speculation has 
swirled in political and dip-
lomatic circles that Maduro’s 
envoys have expressed a 
willingness to call an early 
presidential election under a 
revamped electoral board and 
foreign observation. The US has 
insisted Maduro must give up 
power before any elections can 
be deemed credible.

Three people involved in the 
talks from different sides have 
described the environment as 
serious-minded and cordial, 
with each delegation dining and 
traveling back and forth to the 

island from Caracas separately. 
All three insist progress has 

been made, even if the thorny 
topic of elections is being left 
for last and an all-encompass-
ing deal based on a six-point 
agenda is some way off. 

The people agreed to speak 
to The Associated Press only on 
the condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized 

to divulge details of the talks.
Such insider accounts differ 

sharply from the assessment 
of Bolton and other hardliners 
inside the Trump administra-
tion who have accused Maduro 
of using the talks to buy time.

“We will not fall for these 
old tricks of a tired dictator,” 
Bolton declared Tuesday at a 
meeting in Peru of more than 
50 governments aligned against 
Maduro. “No more time for tap, 
tap, tapping. Now is the time for 
action.”

To be sure, nobody in the 
Trump administration has 
disavowed the talks, and some 
analysts believe Bolton’s “bad 
cop” persona and his threats of 
more punitive actions to come 
may even provide a boost to the 

mediation effort.
David Smilde, a sociology pro-

fessor at Tulane University who 
has studied Venezuela for over 
25 years, said similar strong-
armed tactics by the US failed to 
prevent a negotiated end to the 
civil wars in Central America in 
the 1980s.

 Then, as the Cold War was 
still raging, US funding of the 
contra army in Nicaragua in 
direct defiance of a regional 
peace plan actually increased 
international support for it.

“Ironically, obnoxious, bald 
actions by Bolton to sabotage 
the talks could end up favoring 
negotiations,” said Smilde.

Like Maduro, Guaidó, who 
heads the opposition-controlled 
congress, has shown no willing-

ness to ditch the talks despite 
pressure to do so from hawks 
inside his coalition who accuse 
him of turning a blind eye to 
Maduro’s alleged torturing of 
opponents.

“We are doing everything pos-
sible to continue the Norwegian 
mechanism,” Guaidó said Tues-
day when asked whether talks 
would continue.

But while neither side wants 
to bear the blame for a collapse, 
an eventual deal still faces huge 
obstacles.

Maduro, although severely 
weakened by the US sanc-
tions and increasingly isolated 
internationally, still enjoys the 
support of powerful allies like 
Russia and China. 

  Agencies

Venezuela talks in the balance as US ups pressure on Maduro

MOGADISHU

SOMALIA on Wednesday launched 
a public awareness campaign on the 
2020/21 elections to ensure residents 
keep abreast of ongoing preparations for 
the one-person, one-vote exercise.

Hussein Abdi Adan, a commissioner 
from the National Independent Electoral 
Commission, expressed optimism that 
the next elections will be peaceful and 
urged the public to participate in the fo-
rums to fully understand the process. 

“We have formulated policies and are 
currently pushing for the adoption of 
the election laws. We are also organizing 
public awareness campaigns and iden-
tifying potential polling centers,” Adan 
said, according to a statement issued by 
the African Union Mission in Somalia 
(AMISOM) after the launch of the cam-
paign in Mogadishu.  

 “The town hall meetings will pro-
vide an opportunity for the public to 
familiarize themselves with the National 
Independent Electoral Commission’s 
five-year Strategic Plan, which outlines a 
roadmap for achieving one-person, one-
vote universal elections in 2020/21,” he 
added.

AMISOM said it will facilitate a series 
of town hall meetings in Mogadishu for 
Federal Member States to educate and 
update Somalis on the electoral and con-
stitutional process. 

Simon Mulongo, deputy special rep-
resentative of the Chairperson of the 
African Union Commission for Somalia 
assured the people of Somalia of AU mis-
sion’s support in facilitating the engage-
ment forums, countrywide. 

   Xinhua

Somalia launches 
public awareness 
campaign on one-
person, one-vote 
2020/21 polls
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ment, all countries should resolve the 
common challenges, rise above geo-
graphic and man-made fences, and ac-
commodate both immediate and long-
term needs, so as to chart the course 
for overcoming challenges facing the 
world economy and have more people 
share the fruits of innovation and de-
velopment.

Chinese wisdom is recalibrating the 
direction of global governance. “The 
history of human society is marked by 
a transition from isolation and exclu-
sion to openness and integration. This 
is an unstoppable trend,” Xi said.

As a staunch advocate and defender 
of economic globalization, China ac-
tively encourages all parties to pro-
mote multilateralism and free trade.

In March, President Xi and European 
leaders discussed cooperation in global 
affairs, pooling strength for multilater-
alism. In June, Xi and the heads of state 
of Russia, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan 
strengthened the top-level design and 
outlined specific arrangements. They 
further consolidated the alignment of 
development strategies between China 
and Belt and Road countries, mapping 
out a blueprint for win-win coopera-
tion in the new era.

At the historical juncture of the 
changing and complex international 
situation, President Xi made dialogue 
and discussions at the G20 Osaka Sum-
mit more cooperative, inclusive and 
win-win. He called on all parties to base 
themselves on common interests and 
focus on long-term development.

“We must not allow ourselves to be-
come prisoners of short-term interests 
and make irrevocable mistakes of his-
toric consequences.” Xi’s remarks have 
been well received inside and outside 
the venue of the summit. To advocate 
and practice multilateralism has be-
come a consensus and common aspira-
tion of most countries in the world.

China’s actions are creating opportu-

LONDON

BRITISH authorities contin-
ue to spread misinformation 
about the Salisbury incident, 
seeking to hide the details of 
the case, a press officer at the 
Russian embassy in London 
said in a statement on Wednes-
day.

“Almost one and a half year 
has passed since the Salisbury 
incident involving a former 
Russian military intelligence 
officer and his daughter, but 
Russia still hasn’t received any 
intelligible information from 
London on how the investiga-
tion is progressing, although 
we have sent more than 80 
requests through diplomatic 
channels. 

Seeking to fill the void, the 
British continue to make up 
various stories, trying to dis-
guise them as facts,” the state-
ment reads. 

“All arguments used to prove 
Russia’s alleged involvement in 
this mysterious incident, which 
is what former British Prime 
Minister Theresa May loudly 
spoke about, have miserably 
failed.  Apparently, the reason 
for such behavior is that mak-
ing the details of this shady sto-
ry public is not in London’s in-
terest,” the press officer added.

On Wednesday, The Guard-
ian wrote that “Scotland Yard 
has examined the role of the 
Russian president, Vladimir Pu-

tin, in the novichok nerve agent 
attack in Salisbury.” 

“We’re police officers, so we 
have to go for evidence. There 
has been a huge amount of 
speculation about who is re-
sponsible, who gave the orders, 
all based on people’s expert 
knowledge of Russia. I have to 
go with evidence,” Metropoli-
tan police assistant commis-
sioner Neil Basu said, as cited 
by the newspaper.

“Unfortunately, we are once 
again witnessing how British 
authorities are manipulat-
ing national and global public 
opinion by way of ridiculous 
bogus stories. 

In order to keep the Salis-
bury incident afloat, the British 
are using media tools to spread 
blatant misinformation and 
fake news,” the statement said. 

“Meanwhile, the fact that the 
United States has recently im-
posed a second round of sanc-
tions on Russia over the Salis-
bury events makes it perfectly 

clear who pays the piper in this 
large-scale anti-Russian cam-
paign,” the Russian embassy’s 
press officer noted.

Skripal saga
According to London, former 

Russian Military Intelligence 
(GRU) Colonel Sergei Skripal, 
who had been convicted in 
Russia of spying for Great Brit-
ain and later swapped for Rus-
sian intelligence officers, and 
his daughter Yulia, suffered 
the effects of an alleged nerve 
agent in the British city of Salis-
bury on March 4, 2018. 

Claiming that the substance 
used in the attack had been 
a Novichok-class nerve agent 
developed in the Soviet Union, 
London rushed to accuse Rus-
sia of being involved in the in-
cident.  Moscow rejected all of 
the United Kingdom’s accusa-
tions, saying that neither the 
Soviet Union nor Russia ever 
had any program aimed at de-
veloping such a substance.

Chief Executive of the De-
fense Science and Technology 
Laboratory (DSTL) at Porton 
Down Gary Aitkenhead said lat-
er that British experts had been 
unable to identify the origin of 
the nerve agent used in the at-
tack on the Skripals.

On August 1, the US adminis-
tration earlier imposed a sec-
ond round of sanctions on Rus-
sia over the Skripal incident.

  Agencies

Russian embassy accuses London of hiding Skripal case details

nities for common prosperity. “A more 
open China will further integrate itself 
into the world and deliver greater prog-
ress and prosperity for both China and 
the world at large,” Xi said at the sec-
ond BRF.

Especially in the current world when 
protectionism and unilateralism con-
tinue to impact multilateral coopera-
tion, China, as the largest trading part-
ner of more than 100 economies in the 
world, continues to expand opening-
up, deepen reforms, enhance trade 
and investment liberalization and 
facilitation, and build an open world 
economy. 

To this end, more will be done to 
open up the Chinese market wider. 
Greater initiative will be demonstrated 
in expanding imports. More steps will 
be taken to improve the business en-
vironment. Equal treatment will be 
extended to all foreign investment. 
Greater efforts will be made to advance 
trade talks.

With such confident proposals, China 
is putting into practice its commitment 
that its door of opening-up will not be 
closed and will only open even wider. 
These proposals also demonstrate the 
global vision of China to synergize its 
own development with the common 
development of the world.

 “We, as the leaders of major econo-
mies, are duty bound to re-calibrate 
the direction of the world economy 
and global governance at this critical 
juncture, work together to boost mar-
ket confidence, and bring hope to our 
people.”

Chinese President Xi’s remarks on 
global economy and trade at the G20 
Osaka Summit are still resonating. The 
vision of the Chinese leader and the 
sense of responsibility of the major 
country are staunch forces to ensure 
that the ship of the global economy will 
finally sail to a brighter future.

  People’s Daily

Chinese President Xi Jinping

South Korean President Moon Jae-in

Sergei Skripal
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Tiger Woods has effect on 
Thai sports like few others 

Serena Williams advances in Rogers Cup 
TORONTO

SERENA Williams won her first match since 
losing the Wimbledon final, beating Elise 
Mertens of Belgium 6-3, 6-3 on Wednesday 
night in the second round of the Rogers Cup.

The 37-year-old Williams has won the event 
three times, all in Toronto, and has a 31-4 
match record.

“I feel like my movement is great — been 
working on my fitness, so I felt like it really 
was able to shine through today,” Williams 
said. “I’m loving going out there, and I’m lov-
ing kind of running. So it’s a good thing.”

In the third round, she’ll face Russia’s Ekat-
erina Alexandrova — a 6-4, 6-3 winner over 
Zhang Shuai of China.

“Now that I’m just injury-free, I’m just en-
joying being able to train, and I haven’t been 
able to do it since January, really,” said Wil-
liams, seeded eighth. “So I just think that the 
fact that I can train and practice and get in 
the gym is really going to be helpful for me.”

Wimbledon champion Simona Halep of 
Romania beat American qualifier Jennifer 
Brady 4-6, 7-5, 7-6 (5).

The winner last year in Montreal, Halep 
lost a 4-0 lead in the third set when Brady 
won five straight games. Halep broke Brady 
for the third time in the set to go up 6-5, but 
Brady broke back to force the tiebreaker.

“It was a very, very tough one,” Halep said. 
“I expected it because I knew that she’s go-
ing to serve big and also the forehand is big. 
I didn’t feel 100% ready for the tournament 
because I had a long break (after Wimble-
don). But I’m really pleased with the way it 

was today, the fact that I fought till the end.”
The 26-year-old Halep will face Svetlana 

Kuznetsova of Russia. Kuznetsova beat Don-
na Vekic of Croatia 7-6 (4), 6-3.

Second-ranked Naomi Osaka of Japan 
reached the third round when German quali-
fier retired because of a left abdominal inju-
ry. Osaka led 6-2 in her first match since los-
ing in the first round at Wimbledon.

Canada’s Bianca Andreescu beat Russia’s 
Daria Kasatkina 5-7, 6-2, 7-5. On Tuesday 
night, the 19-year-old Andreescu beat fellow 
Canadian Eugenie Bouchard.

Third-ranked Karolina Pliskova of the 
Czech Republic also advanced, beating 
American qualifier Alison Riske 6-4, 6-7 (4), 
6-2

Poland’s Iga Swiatek beat 15th-seeded Car-
oline Wozniacki 1-6, 6-3, 6-4 in the late match. 
Swiatek will face Osaka.

No. 16 seed Anett Kontaveit of Estonia 
reached the third round when Carla Suarez 
Navarro of Spain retired with a hip injury 
while trailing 7-5, 3-1. Kontaveit will play Plis-
kova.

Victoria Azarenka of Belarus was elimi-
nated, falling 7-5, 7-5 to Dayana Yastremska of 
Ukraine.

Ukraine’s Elina Svitolina, the 2017 Rogers 
Cup winner, moved onto the third round 
with a 6-3, 3-6, 6-3 victory over Katerina Sin-
iakova, and 2015 champion Belinda Bencic 
of Switzerland edged Julia Goerges 5-7, 6-3, 
6-4. Bencic and Svitolina will face each other 
Thursday.

AP

In Iraqi holy city, row over female violinist at soccer match shows social rift
KERBALA, IRAQ 

THE match should have been 
cause for young Iraqis to celebrate. 
Their national team beat Lebanon 
1-0 in the first competitive interna-
tional hosted by Iraq for years in the 
holy city of Kerbala, complete with 
an opening ceremony of music and 
dance. 

Instead, the event drew high-level 
criticism which many of the city’s 
youth say shows the gulf between 
them and the political and religious 
establishment. 

At the opening ceremony last week 
for the West Asia Football Federation 
Championship, a tournament of Arab 
countries hosted by Iraq, a Lebanese 
woman violinist not wearing the Is-
lamic headscarf and with uncovered 

arms played Iraq’s national anthem. 
Many Iraqis were elated that such 

a ceremony, typical of international 
football tournaments, could finally 
take place on their soil after foot-
ball governing body FIFA last year 
partially lifted a ban largely in place 
since 1990 on Iraq hosting competi-
tive matches over security concerns. 

Iraq’s Shi’ite Muslim endowment 
which administers religious sites 
and property, backed by prominent 
conservative politicians, rushed to 
condemn the performance saying it 
“overstepped religious boundaries 
and moral standards ... and violated 
the holy sanctity of Kerbala.” 

Iraq’s Ministry of Youth and Sport 
which organised the ceremony first 
defended it, then said: “the ministry 

will coordinate with official bodies to 
prevent any scenes that contrast with 
the holiness of the province.” 

For many Iraqis, especially wom-
en, it was a reminder of the power 
Islamic authorities, Islamist parties 
and conservative Iran-backed politi-
cians still wield after years of conflict 
and sectarian killing, as Iraq tries to 
recover and open up to the outside 
world. 

“We thought the event was a posi-
tive message, that a more normal life 
can come to Kerbala,” said Fatima 
Saadi, a 25-year-old dentist, sitting in 
a coffee shop in Kerbala. 

“Most of us rejected the politicians’ 
comments - the holy ground is where 
the shrines are, but outside those 
places there’s a different life.” 

Kerbala is hallowed ground for 
Shi’ite Muslims. It houses the shrine 
of the Imam Hussein, the Prophet 
Mohammed’s grandson and most re-
vered Shi’ite imam who was slain in 
battle. 

Millions of Shi’ite pilgrims, mostly 
from Iraq and Iran, visit every year. 
Shi’ite religious authorities say wom-
en should wear the headscarf every-
where in the city. 

“There’s nothing to stop a ceremo-
ny taking place at Kerbala stadium, or 
from women attending,” said Sheikh 
Wael al-Boudairi, a local cleric. 

“But we disagreed with the way in 
which the woman appeared in that 
stadium, and that she played (violin) 
- it is against the holy character of 
Kerbala.” 

Shi’ite scholars hold various views 
on what type of music pious Muslims 
should listen to. For many, playing of 
an instrument in Kerbala would be 
forbidden, they say. 

 Saadi, who wears a headscarf but 
not the full black robe that most 
women in Kerbala wear in public, 
said society had closed off there 
since the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq 
that toppled dictator Saddam Hus-
sein and since which mostly Iran-
backed Islamist parties and groups 
have dominated Iraq. 

Former Prime Minister Nuri al-
Maliki of the Dawa party and Qais al-
Khazali, a rising political leader who 
heads a powerful paramilitary fac-
tion took to social media to criticise 
the ceremony. 

Observant but liberal Iraqis, who 
say they are the majority in the coun-
try’s urban centres, hoped for high-
level pushback from Iraq’s top Shi’ite 
cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, 
who holds enormous sway, but he 
has not commented on it. 

Other Iraqis say the football cer-
emony debate has been used to 
distract from Iraq’s real problems, 
including corruption and a suppres-
sion of rights they blame on those in 
power. 

“The politicians and religious au-
thorities are out of touch. They don’t 
understand what the street wants or 
the nature of Iraqi society,” said Dhi-
kra Sarsam, a civil activist in Bagh-
dad. 

REUTERS

 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. 

T
IGER Woods’ first vaca-
tion to Thailand was a lot 
different than when he 
goes there for work.

“No one knew who I was,” Woods 
said Wednesday with a smile.

That might be true when no one’s 
trying to bother him at a resort with 
his mother, children and girlfriend. 
Still, there’s no question Woods 
is one of Thailand’s most lauded 
sports heroes.

His mother was born and raised in 
Thailand. Since his first Masters win 
in 1997, Woods’ face has been plas-
tered across Bangkok’s newspapers 
and television stations throughout 
his highs and lows.

Woods identified himself “Cabli-
nasian” — Caucasian, Black, Ameri-
can Indian and Asian — on “The 
Oprah Winfrey Show” in 1997. Even 
so, he has always reciprocated the 
special kinship he has with his Thai 
roots.

“We wanted to have at least one 
time where the kids got a chance to 
experience Thailand with my mom, 
and so it was special for all of us,” 
Woods said. “The fact that my kids 
got a chance to be with my mom in 
her home country was pretty spe-
cial considering that that may never 
happen again.”

Woods has won his share of tour-
naments in the Southeast Asian 
country — he won the 1998 and 2000 
Johnnie Walker Classics in Phuket 
and Bangkok. The 1998 victory was 
the most memorable — he started 
the final round eight shots behind 
Ernie Els, shot 65 and beat him in 
a playoff. That remains his greatest 
final-round comeback.

And it was at the 1998 tournament 
in Phuket that Chuah Choo Chiang, 
senior director of communications 
for the PGA Tour who has spent 
most of his career involved in Asian 
Tour golf, truly realized the impact 
Woods had on the region.

“As Tiger was about to win the 
tournament, one of the Thai players 
said, ‘Hey, it’s no problem, it’s a win 
for Thailand as well,’” Choo Chiang 
said. “And this was a professional on 
the Asian Tour.”

It was like that beyond the borders 
of Thailand, stretching all over the 
world. Woods has played in every 
continent except Antarctica — and 
returned with a trophy from each. 
his appeal is massive, and it is par-
ticularly strong across Asia.

Woods has played in Thailand, 
Japan, Taiwan, China, Malaysia, 

Joelle Saade, violinist, plays Iraq’s national anthem during an opening ceremony of the West Asia Football Federation Championship at Kerbala Stadium in the city 
of Kerbala, Iraq July 30, 2019. REUTERS

In this Jan. 28, 1997, file photo, Tiger Woods’ mother, Kulthida Woods, holds up an advertisement in Bangkok for 
the Honda Asian Classic which pictures her son. Woods returned to Thailand this summer with his mother and two 
children. (AP Photo)

Turkey, Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 
The two tournaments he hosts 
have title sponsors from South 
Korea and India. He returns to 
Japan in October for an exhi-
bition and for the Zozo Cham-
pionship, the first PGA Tour 
event in Japan.

He played in his mother’s 
home country for the first time 
in 1997. According to a Sports 
Illustrated story, Woods land-
ed in Bangkok after a 20-hour 
flight from Los Angeles. The 
plane’s first-class cabin was 
bombarded by cameras and 
journalists from four of the five 
national TV stations, who be-
gan broadcasting live. This was 
two months before he won the 
Masters, which set off the first 
phase of “Tigermania.”

Woods was exhausted from 
the flight and his hectic start 
to the season. In the deliri-
um, one reporter asked what 
Woods would like to say to the 

Thai people.
“I’ll sign everything outside,” 

a bleary Woods said, according 
to the story.

To this day, Thailand’s 
frenzy for Tiger continues. 
According to Choo Chiang, the 
excitement levels are the same 
— if not higher — especially 
since Woods won the Tour 
Championship at the end of 
last season and the Masters in 
April. It was his first major in 11 
years.

“You see young kids in 
Thailand having the same 
reaction as to what kids had 
20 years before,” Choo Chiang 
said. “They’re emulating his 
swing. They’re just in full awe 
of Tiger.”

Thai’s own world-standing in 
golf is rising.

Four Thai women were 
among the top 50 on the LPGA 
Tour money list last year, led 
by Ariya Jutanugarn, who won 

the U.S. Women’s Open and 
ended the year at No. 1 in the 
world ranking.

Kiradech Aphibarnrat, the 
first Thai PGA Tour member, 
is sometimes referred to as the 
“Asian John Daly” for his power 
and girth. Next on the horizon 
could be 23-year-old Atiwit 
“Jazz ” Janewattananond, who 
played in the penultimate 
group at Bethpage Black in his 
PGA Championship debut. He 
is on the cusp of cracking the 
top 50 in the world ranking.

Aphibarnrat and Janewatt-
ananond have talked in length 
about the effect Woods has had 
on their lives. It’s evident his 
profound impact is a part of 
every Thai golfer.

“I could bet you my last dol-
lar every single one has been 
inspired by Tiger — 110%,” Choo 
Chiang said.

AP

Serena Williams, of the United States, waves to the crowd after defeating Elise Mertens, of Belgium, during the 
Rogers Cup women’s tennis tournament Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2019, in Toronto. (AP)
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CAF Cup debutants Pyramids 
ready to rise into an African force
 JOHANNESBURG

A CHANGE of name and owner 
has turned Egyptian club Pyramids 
FC into a force to reckon with ahead 
of their African debut Friday in the 
CAF Confederation Cup.

Previously known as Al Assiouty 
Sport, the club was bought by Saudi 
Sports Authority chairman Turki al 
Sheikh last year and the impact was 
immediate.

Pyramids finished third in the 
just completed Egyptian Premier 
League, trailing only traditional 
giants Al Ahly and Zamalek, and are 
FA Cup contenders.

The top-three finish secured the 
Cairo-based outfit a place in the 
second-tier Confederation Cup and 
they debut at home to Etoile from 
Congo Brazzaville.

Etoile have made little impression 
in three appearances and it would 
be a surprise if they prevented 
Pyramids winning the preliminary 
tie and reaching the round of 32.

Pyramids hired French coach 
Sebastien Desabre after he guided 
Uganda to the knockout phase of 
an Africa Cup of Nations last month 
for the first time in 41 years.

The Uganda connection does 
not end there as winger Lumala 
Abdu, who impressed during the 
tournament in Egypt, has been 
signed from Swedish club Kalmar 
FF.

Another newcomer to the 
Pyramids squad is Ghanaian 
forward John Antwi, who moved 
from fellow Egyptian top-flight club 
Misr el Makassa.

Defenders Ahmed Ali, Mohamed 

Atwa and Tarek Taha, midfielder 
Mahmoud Hamda and winger Islam 
Issa, have also joined.

- Challenge dominance -
While Egypt are the most 

successful nation in CAF club 
competitions with 33 titles, 29 of 
those have been won by either Ahly 
or Zamalek.

Al Sheikh wants to challenge the 
dominance of the Cairo giants and 
the CAF performances of Pyramids 
will be closely watched.

Although the club may be 
debutants, the likes of captain and 
midfielder Abdallah el Said and 
goalkeeper Ahmed el Shenawy 
gained vast international exposure 
playing for Ahly and Zamalek.

Pyramids are one of 19 
newcomers to a competition that is 
the African equivalent of the UEFA 
Europa League.

Among them is Mogadishu 
City Club, the first Somali side to 
compete in the Confederation 
Cup since it replaced the African 
Cup Winners Cup and CAF Cup 
competitions in 2004.

Mogadishu cannot play at home 
because of ongoing violence in 
the east African nation, which will 
lessen their chances of overcoming 
fellow newcomers Malindi from 
Zanzibar.

Daring Club Motema Pembe of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
are the only preliminary round side 
to have lifted a CAF trophy, beating 
Kenyan Breweries in the 1994 Cup 
Winners Cup final.

AFP

LONDON

FRANK Lampard might have hoped 
to ease his way into the Chelsea 
hotseat at his beloved Stamford 
Bridge but his top-flight managerial 
bow takes place on hostile territory 
against Manchester United at Old 
Trafford. 

The return of Chelsea’s record 
goalscorer to west London as 
manager was the most intriguing 
development of the summer and 
Sunday’s blockbuster is the standout 
clash as the Premier League cranks 
back into life. 

It all begins today when last 
season’s runners-up Liverpool 
host newcomers Norwich City 
and continues on Saturday when 
champions Manchester City go to 
West Ham United and Tottenham 
Hotspur host Aston Villa. 

Few would bet against City and 
Liverpool slugging it out for the title 
again — such was the unforgiving 
nature of last season’s duel when 
they won their last 14 and nine league 
respectively to finish with 98 and 97 
points. 

Chelsea, then under Maurizio 
Sarri, were a distant third on 72 
points, ahead of Tottenham (71) 
with Manchester United sixth after 
a woeful finish in which they won 
none of their last five games, signing 
off with a home defeat by relegated 
Cardiff City. 

While Sarri’s methods were never 
embraced by the fans, the Italian 
steered Chelsea into the Champions 
League and won the Europa League 
so he can hardly be deemed a failure. 

Lampard will start with goodwill 
aplenty but needs only to look as far 
as the United bench during Sunday’s 
baptism of fire to know that being a 
club great takes you only so far. 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

BERLIN

WORLD soccer’s governing body 
FIFA has been dragging its feet 
and needs to urgently widen the 
investigation into a sexual abuse 
scandal involving Afghan women 
players, national coach Kelly 
Lindsey said in a letter to FIFA boss 
Gianni Infantino. 

The former president of the 
Afghanistan Football Federation 
(AFF), Keramuddin Keram, was 
banned from football in June for life 
after FIFA’s ethics committee found 
him guilty of abusing his position 
and sexually abusing female players. 

Keram, also a former FIFA 
Standing Committee member, was 
accused by at least five Afghan 
female football players of repeated 
sexual abuse from 2013-18. 

He was also fined one million 
Swiss francs ($1.03 million). 

But Lindsey and Khalida Popal, 
the team’s programme director, 
said in their letter that several 
other individuals had been named 
by the players as being directly or 
indirectly linked to the case and no 
action had been taken against them. 

Victims and whistleblowers were 
in fear of repercussions, they said. 

“...the accounts and evidence 
provided to you named other 

individuals as well, and referred 
to a widespread culture of abuse, 
with complicity at all levels of the 
AFF,” they wrote in their letter to 
Infantino dated Aug. 6. 

“The accounts mention numerous 
other individuals, including senior 
individuals in ongoing positions 
of power, who committed sexual 
and physical abuse and/or failed 
to report abuse even though they 
knew or ought to have known of 
the abuse and/or sought to cover up 
abuse. 

“This, and the apparent inaction 
from FIFA since these concerns 
were raised, has allowed that culture 
of abuse to continue to thrive in the 
AFF.” 

FIFA said it was looking into the 
claims. 

“As far as the letter sent by Ms 
Lindsey and Ms Popal is concerned, 
we can confirm that FIFA is carefully 
looking into allegations that have 
been made against additional 
persons,” FIFA said in a statement. 

“As stated before, FIFA will not 
hesitate to impose sanctions if and 
when justified, just as it recently did 
in the case of the President of the 
Afghanistan Football Federation, 
who has been banned from football 
for life.” 

REUTERS

FIFA dragging its feet in Afghan 
sex abuse scandal, says coach

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer enjoyed a 
dream start to life as Manchester 
United manager last season, taking 
26 points from his first 10 league 
games after replacing Jose Mourinho. 

But the bounce did not last and the 
Norwegian will find himself under 
intense scrutiny as fans seek tangible 
evidence that United can challenge 
City. 

Solskjaer has been backed in the 

transfer market with Swansea City 
flying machine Daniel James and 
Crystal Palace’s Aaron Wan-Bissaka 
snapped up before United this week 
paid an eye-watering 80 million 
pounds ($97 million) for Leicester 
City’s commanding England centre 
back Harry Maguire. 

TRANSFER BAN 
While United have spent big, 

 PARIS

WITH or without Neymar, Paris 
St Germain look set to continue 
their Ligue 1 dominance for another 
season with other clubs simply 
unable to match their huge spending 
power.

The Qatari-owned club have won 
the league for six of the last seven 
seasons, with only AS Monaco 
interrupting the run in 2016-17, and 
finished 13 points clear of the field 
last season and 16 points ahead the 
season before that. 

Their dominance so complete that 
last season was largely regarded as a 
failure after they missed out on the 
two domestic cup competitions and 
were knocked out of the Champions 
League in the round of 16, placing 
coach Thomas Tuchel under 
pressure to do better this time. 

Although they officially kick off 
their season at home to Nimes on 
Sunday, PSG’s season does not start 
in earnest until February when the 
Champions League knockout stages 
get under way. Everything that comes 
before that is regarded as a formality. 

So far, it has been a quiet transfer 
window by their standards although 
they have still spent around 80 
million euros on Abdou Diallo from 
Borussia Dortmund, Idrissa Gana 
Gueye from Everton and Pablo 
Sarabia from Sevilla, while Ander 
Herrera has joined from Manchester 
United on a free transfer. 

The big question concerns 
unsettled forward Neymar who the 
club would be sanctioned for missing 
the start of pre-season training 
last month amid talk of a return to 
Barcelona. 

The Brazilian will have to serve a 
three-match Champions League ban 
this season after insulting match 
officials during their elimination 
against Manchester United. 

ALTERCATION WITH SPECTATOR 
He was also banned for three 

domestic matches at the end of last 
season following an altercation with 
a spectator following their French 
Cup final loss to Stade Rennes. 

PSG’s new sporting director 
Leonardo Araujo, back for a second 
stint in the role, has said that Neymar 
can leave if a buyer is found. “But to 
date, we do not know if anyone wants 
to buy him or at what price,” he told 
Le Parisien. 

Previously sporting director at 
AC Milan, Leonardo will be tasked 

 PSG look set to extend Ligue 1 dominance, with or without Neymar 

Lampard faces baptism of fire at Old Trafford  

 KINSHASA

FLORENT Ibenge quit Wednesday 
as coach of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, raising to 10 the number of 
2019 Africa Cup of Nations coaches 
who have departed.

Javier Aguirre (Egypt), Clarence 
Seedorf (Cameroon), Paul Put 
(Guinea), Ricardo Mannetti 
(Namibia) and Emmanuel Amunike 
(Tanzania) were fired.

And Ibenge became the fifth 
coach to leave after Herve Renard 
(Morocco), Sebastien Desabre 
(Uganda), Stuart Baxter (South 
Africa) and Sunday Chidzambwa 
(Zimbabwe).

Renard, the only coach to win the 
Cup of Nations with two countries, 
has been hired by Saudi Arabia and 
French compatriot Desabre joined 
Egyptian club Pyramids FC.

The failure of former Dutch star 
Seedorf to get defending champions 
Cameroon beyond the last 16 

followed unsuccessful stints with 
clubs in Italy, China and Spain.

Ibenge, who also coaches Kinshasa 
side V Club, became decreasingly 
successful in three Cup of Nations 
with the Congolese Leopards.

He took the two-time African 
champions to third place in 2015, 
the quarter-finals in 2017 and the 
round of 16 last month.

Announcing his resignation at the 
national football association offices, 
Ibenge said: “I wish my successor 
good luck, the best, and I hope he 
can take the team further than I.”

Football official Emmanuel Kande 
said: “Florent Ibenge has expressed 
his willingness to serve Congolese 
football again but for the moment 
we have separated.”

DR Congo are ranked ninth in 
Africa and 56th in the world and 
were placed with Gabon, Angola 
and Djibouti or the Gambia in a 2021 
Cup of Nations qualifying group.

AFP

 Frank Lampard

Neymar

Ibenge raises to 10 number of Cup 
of Nations coaches who have gone

with implementing a 
tougher disciplinary 
approach demanded by 
club chairman Nasser Al-
Khelaifi. 

“Players will have to be 
more responsible than 
before,” Al-Khelaifi told 
France Football in June. 

“It must be completely 
different. They will have to 
do more and work harder. 
They are not there for 
their own amusement.” 

“I do not want star 
behaviour any more,” he 
said, adding that Leonardo 
would enjoy his “total 

confidence.” 
Olympique Lyonnais 

and Olympique de 
Marseille, who along with 
AS Monaco are seen as 
the only teams capable of 
capitalising on any PSG 
slipups, are among seven 
teams starting the league 

under new coaches. 
Olympique Lyonnais, in 

a bold move, have given 
former Brazil international 
Sylvinho has first senior 
coaching role, the 45-year-
old having previous worked 
as assistant to Roberto 
Mancini at Inter Milan and 
then Tite with the Brazilian 
national side. 

They visit Monaco — who 
must improve on a dismal 
last season — in the league’s 
opening match on Friday. 

Meanwhile, former Porto, 
Chelsea and Tottenham 
Hotspur coach Andre 
Villas-Boas has taken over 
at Marseille, his first job 
after nearly two years on 
the sidelines. His side kick 
off at home to Reims on 
Saturday. 

Lille, a surprise second 
last season, are not seen 
as serious contenders 
after selling Nicolas Pepe, 
scorer of 22 goals last term, 
to Arsenal for 80 million 
euros ($89.53 million), and 
forward Rafael Leao to AC 
Milan for 32 million. 

Nantes have named 
Patrick Collot as interim 
coach after Vahid 
Halilhodzic stepped down 
on Friday after 10 months 
in charge. “I had big 
ambitions for this season, 
unfortunately the club did 
not do what I wanted,” said 
Halilhodzic. ($1 = 0.8936 
euros) 

REUTERS 

Chelsea’s transfer ban has taken 
them on a new course and Lampard 
will continue the methods that 
served him well at second-tier Derby 
County last season and promote 
youngsters such as Mason Mount, 
Tammy Abraham and the currently 
injured Callum Husdon-Odoi. 

Lampard can still call upon plenty 
of top-quality internationals such 
as France midfield anchor N’Golo 
Kante, Willian and David Luiz but 
Chelsea appear short on attacking 
star quality now that Eden Hazard 
has departed for Real Madrid. 

American striker Christian Pulisic 
is their only new addition, having 
signed in January before returning 
to Borussia Dortmund on loan, so 
Lampard will be given breathing 
space. 

The status quo is likely to remain in 
the top six and the early weeks might 
offer clues as to the order. 

Tottenham over-achieved last year 
after signing no players and having to 
play home games at Wembley until 
April, plus dealing with injuries to 
leading striker Harry Kane. 

This time they start in their 
62,000-seater stadium, have Kane 
fresh and in 65 million-pound 
midfielder Tanguy Ndombele, signed 
from Olympique Lyonnais, have 
made a statement signing. 

Tomorrow’s opponents Villa, back 
in the top flight after being relegated 
in 2016, have signed 12 new players 
and look the best-equipped of the 
promoted sides to survive. 

Arsenal, fifth last season, travel to 
Newcastle United on Sunday where 
the hosts’ manager Steve Bruce will 
hope to placate the fans still angry at 
the departure of Rafa Benitez. ($1 = 
0.8232 pounds) 

REUTERS 
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Lampard faces baptism of 
fire at Old Trafford  
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Simba jet off to Mozambique 

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

DAR ES SALAAM Gymkhana Club (DGC) is tomor-
row expected to host ladies tennis coaching pro-
gram, organizers have disclosed.

Sanjay Chokshi, who is the DGC Tennis Section 
Captain, said all is set for the Ladies Tennis Coaching 
Program (LTCP), which is open to both members and 
non-members who are above 21 years and below 50 
years can participates.

He said the LTCP targets to give women a chance 
to play the sport as in most cases they are busy at 
homes and work places with no time to play tennis.

“Once again Ladies Tennis Coaching Program 
(LTCP) is organized by DGC Tennis Section, rea-
son for organizing LTCP, as we all know ladies are 
so busy with their house work with kids and office 
work, Cardio Tennis is a fun group activity for any-
one at any playing level looking for a fun way to burn 
calories and interact with others outside of the gym,” 
said part of information from Chokshi.

Chokshi said women should be encouraged to be 
involved in all sporting activities.

“Let us promote tennis and other sports in our so-
ciety and give them opportunity to play instead of 
sitting home,” he said.

He said the winner and runner-up will get trophies 
and certificates of of participation and medals will 
be given to all participants.

The organizer said those willing to compete should 
contact the DGC reception desk.

Gymkhana 
Club to host 
ladies tennis 
coaching 
program          

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Let us promote tennis and other 
sports in our society and give them 
opportunity to play instead of sitting 
home

Tanzanite make it to COSAFA U-20 Women Championship final   

A section of Simba players celebrate after posting a goal in one of the last season’s Mainland Premier League matches.

By Correspondent Joseph 
Mchekadona

S
IMBA SC are 
due to jet off to 
M o z a m b i q u e 
today to play 

Uniao Desportiva do 
Songo on Sunday in the 
CAF Champions League 
preliminary round first leg  
clash.

The Tanzania football big 
guns’ Head of Information 
and Communication 
Department, Haji Manara, 
said the team is in perfect 
frame of mind ahead 
of the clash against the 
Mozambique side.

Manara did not issue more 
details of the team’s trip to 
Mozambique only saying 
they are well prepared for 
the game.

“The team is to jet off 

 By Guardian Reporter & Agen-
cies

NATIONAL U-20 women 
soccer squad, Tanzanite, 
have inched closer to win-
ning the COSAFA U-20 
Women Championship’s 
top honour, cruising to the 
final after recording 2-0 
win over South Africa in 
the semi-final in Port Eliza-
beth yesterday.

The Tanzania team will 
lock horns with Zambia in 
the final, slated for Sunday 
at Wolfson Stadium, given 
the latter notched victory 
over Zimbabwe in the oth-
er last four stage’s match 
that took place the same 
day.

Tanzanite netted the 
goals in the first period 
and they then put spirited 
showing to keep their op-
ponents in check.

Skipper Enekia Kasonga 
drilled in the first goal for 
Tanzanite on the 18th min-
ute, Opa Clement made it 
2-0 for the side on the 30th 
minute.

The squad is a guest side 
in the competition, which 
is organized by Council of 
Southern Africa Football 
Associations and aimed at 
promoting women soccer 
in the region.

to Mozambique tomorrow to 
play against Uniao Desportiva 
do Songo on Sunday, the team 
is in perfect frame and we are 
confident of doing well,” he said.

However, unconfirmed 
reports say the team depart 
without three players, keeper 
Aishi Manula, midfielder 
Ibrahim Ajibu and defender 
Wilker Henrique da Silva.

The two teams will play on 

Sunday before the return leg, 
slated for two weeks later at 
the National Stadium in Dar es 
Salaam.

Aggregate winners of Simba 
SC against Uniao Desportiva do 
Songo clash will face aggregate 
winners of the game pitting FC 
Platinum of Zimbabwe against 
Nyasa Bullets of Malawi to seek 
qualification for group stage of 
the continental competition.

Simba’s head coach Patrick 
Aussems is reported to have said 
he is optimistic of good results 
in Mozambique.

The coach issued the 
comments on Tuesday after his 
side had cruised to 3-1 win over 
Power Dynamos of Zambia in 
an international friendly at the 
National Stadium.

Aussems said the team will 
strive to get good results away 

from home on Sunday.
“We don’t know the team [UD 

Songo] well, I have not seen 
them play, but we will do our 
best and get a convincing result 
to take back home,” he said.

On paper, UD Songo seem 
pushovers, but they are not a 
side people should underrate 
as the club posted victory over 
DRC big guns TP Mazembe two 
years ago.

“We thank God we were 
in great shape in the camp 
for almost one month. We 
also appreciate contribu-
tion from all people, which 
aimed at seeing to it our 
camp runs smoothly and in 
the end get players for the 
competition,” he noted.

Shime added the team’s 
preparations went on 
smoothly, insisting the 
team’s technical bench 
hopes each of the players 
will fulfil her duty and 
represent the country well.

He appealed to soccer 
enthusiasts in the country 
to rally behind the team, 
given the approach will 
motivate the squad to put 
scintillating performance 
in the competition.

Esther, Tanzanite’s mem-
ber, noted the team has un-
dergone good preparation 
for the competition and 
she believes the squad will 
excel in the showdown.

She noted Tanzania soc-
cer followers should un-
derstand the team is eager 
to emerge victorious in the 
tournament and will for 
that matter settle for noth-
ing short of wins in their 
matches.

Sarah Chao, who heads 
the delegation, disclosed 

the team is in good shape, 
adding the squad will give 
its all in the competitions.

She added the team’s 
players are in high spirit, 
pointing out each of the 
players has promised to 
fulfil her duty.

The country will add 
an extra dimension to 
the field for the COSAFA 
championship and con-
tinue a long tradition of 
teams from the country 
competing in Southern 
African competitions. The 
senior national women’s 
side have enjoyed some 
excellent results down the 
years, while the Under-20s 
have also had the ability to 
spring a surprise, though 
their entrance to the stage 
has been more recent.    

The country has at-
tempted to qualify for the 
African Under-20 Cup of 
Nations for Women in the 
last three editions only.

In 2014 they defeated 
Mozambique 15-1 on aggre-
gate in the first round but 
lost 9-1 to South Africa in 
the next stage.    

In 2015 they were beaten 
4-0 by Zambia in the first 
stage, and in 2018 lost 9-0 
to continental powerhous-
es Nigeria.

Tanzanite’s head coach, 
Bakari Shime, disclosed 
shortly before the team’s 

departure for Port Eliza-
beth the team, consisting 
of 20 players, went for bet-

ter preparations, insisting 
his squad is keen on mak-
ing its presence felt.

Thelma Phiri of Zambia U-20 women team (L) tackles Pheromena Kizima of Tanzania U-20 women 
squad during the 2019 COSAFA U-20 Women Championship match held at Wolfson Stadium, Port 
Elizabeth, in South Africa on Tuesday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SYDNEY MAHLANGU


