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By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

FACE masks could help limit the spread 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, according 
to researchers who studied the effect of 
surgical masks on the transmission of 
other corona and flu viruses.

In the study, the use of surgical masks 
by sufferers significantly reduced the 
number of flu viruses detectable in 
droplets released through breathing and 
coughing.

It also reduced the number of seasonal 
coronaviruses - among the causes of 
common colds - detectable in the air as 
suspended microdroplets, or aerosols. 
The study did not look at the new 
coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2.

“Further research is needed to 
determine whether masks can specifically 
prevent the transmission of SARS-CoV-2,” 
the scientists said.

The research, published in the journal 
Nature Medicine, coincides with the 
pandemic of COVID-19 respiratory 
disease, which has infected more than a 
million people worldwide and killed more 
than 53,000

Benjamin Cowling (pictured), the 
professor who led the study at the World 
Health Organization (WHO) collaborating 
centre for infectious disease epidemiology 
in Hong Kong, said its findings could be 
extrapolated to simpler cotton masks.

“My expert view is that cloth or cotton 
masks would have an effect, but maybe 
slightly less of an effect than a surgical 
mask properly worn,” he said in a 
telephone interview. “And in terms of 
COVID-19, we’re looking at every possible 
measure that could help.”

Until now, there has been little robust 
scientific evidence on the effectiveness 
of face masks in slowing transmission of 
respiratory diseases.

The WHO says masks should be worn 
by anyone with symptoms such as cough 
or fever, or anyone caring for a confirmed 
or suspected COVID-19 case, but does not 
advise healthy people to wear them in 
everyday situations.

There is some evidence, however, to 
suggest that the rapid spread of the SARS-
CoV-2 coronavirus is due at least in part 
to the fact that it can be transmitted by 
people showing no symptoms.

Rupert Beale, a specialist in infection 
biology at London’s Francis Crick Institute 
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By Guardian Reporter

UNIVERSITY of Dar es Salaam students’ hostels 
popularly known as Magufuli Hostels will now be 
used to host all travellers from countries hit by 
Covid-19 arriving in Dar es Salaam by air or ship 
as they undergo a mandatory 14-day quarantine.

Health, Community Development, Gender, 
Elderly and Children minister Ummy Mwalimu 
said when inspecting the hostels yesterday that 
the arrivals will be required to stay at the hostels 
located in the city’s Ubungo suburb, just meters 
from the university’s main (Hill) campus.

“The idea is to ensure that we control 
movements of the travelers,” she said, citing 
reports of a traveller under quarantine in a Dar 
es Salaam hotel having escaped only to be found 
hiding in Iringa.

She elaborated: “To ensure that Tanzanians are 
protected from the coronavirus disease, we have 
decided to bring all travellers to one area which 
will be guarded around the clock. The regional 
commissioner (RC), who doubles as the chairman 
of the regional security committee, will be in 
charge of the situation in collaboration with my 
ministry.”

The minister was emphatic that arrivals to be 
taken to the hostels would not be confirmed or 
presumed as patients, noting that the government 
would take them there “only because they come 
from countries hit by Covid-19”.

“They will be at the hostels for 14 days and will 
be tested (for Covid-19 symptoms), with those 
found negative left to proceed home and those 
found positive taken to hospital,” said minister 
Mwalimu.

She further explained that Tanzania has so far Bishop Dr Dickson Chilongani (2nd-L) of the Anglican Church’s Dodoma Diocese pictured in Dodoma city yesterday exchanging greetings in style 
with a member of the congregation, as a precaution against the spread of Covid-19 infections. This was shortly after Palm Sunday mass. Photo: 
Correspondent Peter Mkwavila

Further research is 
needed to determine 
whether masks can 
specifically prevent 
the transmission of 
SARS-CoV-2,  the 
scientists said

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

AUTHORITIES in Mbeya Region are holding a 
Malawian passport holder for attempting to leave 
the country via Songwe International Airport with 
undeclared USD 30,000 (68.1m/-) and being in 
possession of Tanzanian voter registration card.

Regional Immigration Officer, Senior Assistant 
Commissioner Msafiri Shomari, told reporters 
yesterday that Tiddy Mwaisemba (48) is being 
questioned on how he entered the country in the 
first place, the source of the money and why he 
registered as a voter in Tanzania while holding a 
Malawian passport.

The officer said the voter’s card was verified as a turn to PAGE 2

‘Covid-19 has affected 
many water projects’

valid document issued by the Tanzania National 
Electoral Commission (NEC), raising questions 
about the suspect’s citizenship.

 Shomari said that the law on foreign currency 
demands that any person coming to Tanzania 
with a lot of foreign currency must follow 
procedures at entry point by declaring the 
money.

 “Voter’s card issued by NEC is a right only 
for Tanzanians hence for a non -Tanzanian to 
possess it means he lied to NEC hence we shall 
send him to court,” he said.

For his part Mwaisemba confessed that he was 
a Malawian citizen by registration, but he was 

UDSM hostels to house 
quarantined travellers 
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By Guardian Reporter

WATER projects whose water pumps were 
imported and installation experts from South 
Africa failed to come due to the Covid-19 pandemic 
will now be installed by local engineers.

Water Minister Prof Makame Mbarawa said this 
yesterday when completing a tour of Pangani 
and Muheza districts, affirming that  contractors 

will be addressed to send instruction manuals to 
enable other people to install the pumps.

He said he cannot say they should wait for 
foreign experts to come as it is not known when 
pandemic restrictions will be waived but the 
government has to decide other alternatives.

“Even if the South Africans had come they still 
would have instructed our local experts to do the 

turn to PAGE 2
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Know the facts about coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) and help stop the spread of rumors.

FACT 

1

Someone who has completed 
quarantine or has been released 
from isolation does not pose a risk of 
infection to other people. 

FACT 

5
You can help stop COVID-19 
by knowing the signs 
and symptoms:

FACT 

 4
There are simple things you can 
do to help keep yourself and 
others healthy.

FACT 

2

Diseases can make anyone sick 
regardless of their race or ethnicity. 

• Fever
• Cough

• Shortness of breath

Seek medical advice if you 

• Develop symptoms

AND

• Have been in close contact 
with a person known to have 
COVID-19 or if you live in or have 
recently been in an area with 
ongoing spread of COVID-19.

For up-to-date information, visit CDC’s 
coronavirus disease 2019 web page.

For most people, the immediate risk of 
becoming seriously ill from the virus 
that causes COVID-19 is thought to  
be low.

Fear and anxiety about COVID-19 can cause 
people to avoid or reject others even though 
they are not at risk for spreading the virus. 

Older adults and people of any age who have 
serious underlying medical conditions may be 
at higher risk for more serious complications 
from COVID-19.

• Wash your hands often with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds, 
especially after blowing your nose, 
coughing, or sneezing; going to 
the bathroom; and before eating or 
preparing food.

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and 
mouth with unwashed hands.

• Stay home when you are sick.

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a 
tissue, then throw the tissue in 
the trash.

FACT  

3

SHARE FACTS ABOUT COVID-19

cdc.gov/COVID-19
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20 confirmed cases of the diseases, 
with one fatality and three recoveries.

Dar es Salaam RC Paul Makonda 
meanwhile applauded the Health 
ministry for the manner in which 
it was responding to the pandemic 
since it emerged in Wuhan, China, last 
December, and has since spread to 177 
countries and regions globally.

He assured the minister of 
maximum diligence in implementing 
the government’s directives on 
the travellers who would be under 
quarantine at the UDSM hostels.

Meanwhile, Zanzibar Health minister 
Hamad Rashid Mohammed yesterday 
confirmed two new Covid-19 cases 
on the Isles, bringing the number of 
patients there to seven.

In a signed statement, Mohammed 
said that both patients are male 
Tanzanians and are responding well to 

treatment.
According to the Zanzibar minister, 

one is a 33-year-old school teacher from 
Tanga who entered Zanzibar on March 
18 through Mkokotoni Port and the 
other is a 27-year-old hotel employee 
who was on vacation in Tanga in 
February and returned to Zanzibar on 
March 13 also through Mkokotoni Port.

“Our officers are making a close 
follow-up oall people who mingled 
with the two patients,” he said.

Following the global Covid-19 
outbreaks, Zanzibar has banned 
international flights from landing at the 
Sheikh Abeid Amani Karume Airport.

job. The government only wants them 
to give permission to do so to rescue 
the projects affected by the pandemic,”   
he said.

He said that Covid-19 has come and 
one item for its prevention is water, 
hence it is time for the water ministry 
to do the work fast. 

In regard to local procurement 
experts, the ministry has found that 
there is a challenge of dilly dallying in 
implementation, he said.

“You will find work that should have 
been done in two months takes six 
months, and a good example here is 
that the money came last November 
but up to now pipes have not arrived 
while there are some regions – Mbeya, 
Iringa and other areas - where the 
projects are 70 percent complete,” he 
elaborated.

In Tanga up to now nothing has 
been done, he pointed out, underlining 
that the responsible officials will be 
transferred to other areas and if they 

fail to correct themselves there they 
will be fired.

Earlier, when presenting a report on 
Ubangaa and Mkwajuni water projects, 
the Acting Manager for the Rural Water 
and Sanitation Agency (RUWASA) in 
Pangani District, Eng Sande Batakanwa 
told Prof Mbarawa that the main 
challenge was delivery of pumps, along 
with motors and transformer removed 
by Tanesco after the project was stuck.

If they get these items the residents 
will start getting water, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

born in Kyela District in Mbeya Region 
and decided to be a citizen of Malawi 
after he invested a lot in that country.

 He said in his family he is the only 
one who is a Malawian citizen, the rest 
of his family live in Dar es Salaam and 
he visits them from time to time.

 He said the money he was found 
with is what had remained after 
purchase of various goods for sale in 

Malawi and that he acquired the NEC 
voter’s card because he likes President 
John Magufuli. 

“I have six children all of who live 
in Dar es Salaam with my wife all are 
Tanzanians as well as my parents. I am 
the only one who is a Malawian. But 
I come to buy goods here for sale in 
Malawi,” he said.

The Tanzania Revenue Authority 
TRA) in Mbeya Region said it was an 
offence under the law for anybody 

to import foreign currency without a 
permit. Its punishment is confiscation 
of the currency or deducted 10 percent 
depending on the amount involved.

TRA Taxpayers Education regional 
official Selepio Luanda said whoever is 
arrested upon entering Tanzania with 
foreign currency not exceeding USD 
10,000 will be penalized 10 percent of 
the amount. If the currency impounded 
is in excess of USD 10,000 the whole of 
it will be confiscated, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

‘Malawian’ hid $10,000 in cash, valid voter card

who was not directly involved in 
Cowling’s work, said the study offered 
“strong and compelling evidence” for 
mask wearing as a means of reducing 
transmission of some viruses, but that 

they were not a magic bullet.
“Mask wearing does not completely 

prevent transmission and cannot be 
relied on as a sole measure,” he said, 
“but, combined with other social 
distancing measures, should form part 
of the ‘exit strategy’ from lockdown”. 

FROM PAGE 1

Study: Masks check 
coronavirus spread

UDSM hostels to house 
quarantined travellers

‘Covid-19 has affected many water projects’

East African Legislative Assembly member Pamela Maasai (R) has a word with customs officials at Holili in Rombo District, Kilimanjaro Region, at the weekend 
when touring the site set aside for the construction of a coronavirus centre. Photo: Correspondent Asraji Mvungi 

Mussa Hassan Zungu (R), Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and the Environment), has an audience at the weekend with people living near 
flood-prone Lake Bosutu zone areas in Hanang District on the damage and destruction floodwaters have inflicted on property and infrastructure. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

FROM PAGE 1

By Guardian Correspondent, Songea

RUVUMA Regional Commissioner, 
Christina Mndeme has called upon 
the residents to continue adhering to 
recommended Covid-19 preventive 
measures.

Mndeme made the call here yesterday 
when speaking to business people and 

owners of passenger vehicles as part of 
campaign to educate the residents on 
how to protect themselves from the 
global pandemic.

The RC also inspected various 
places including the main Songea 
market and bus stand to see how 
people take precautions against 
coronavirus. She insisted that if every 

individual takes precaution, it will 
be easy to defeat the disease which 
has so far killed thousands of people 
globally.

She said the government will take 
measures against anyone refusing 
to use sanitizers or wash hands 
especially those working at congested 
places such as markets and bus 

stands.
“We will not tolerate anyone 

declining government orders and 
recommendations on how to prevent   
the pandemic. We must all wash our 
hands frequently with running tape 
water or using sanitizers”, said the 
Regional Commissioner.

Mndeme insisted on drivers of 

commuter vehicles to ensure all the 
passengers are seated to control 
spreading of the disease.

She warned some people who have 
been diluting soap and sanitizers 
placed at entrance of their shops, 
insisting officials will be conducting 
patrols to ensure all the shops and 
business premises have the hand 

washing facilities.
Chairman of business people at 

the Songea main market, Leonadi 
Chunga promised to make sure all the 
preventive measures  were followed 
by both, buyers and sellers. He said 
they have put had washing facilities at 
different places within the market as 
recommended by health experts.

‘We must all adhere to infection prevention and control measures’ 

LILONGWE

MALAWI’S president and cabinet 
will take a 10% salary cut and redirect 
the money towards the fight against 
coronavirus, President Peter Mutharika 
said on Saturday as he announced a 
stimulus package in an address on state 
television.

Mutharika announced a number 
of measures aimed at cushioning 
small- and medium-sized businesses, 
including tax breaks, a reduction in 
fuel prices and an increase in risk 
allowances for health workers.

Mutharika also ordered tobacco 
markets to be opened and allowed to 
operate without disruption to protect 
small farmers and bolster foreign 
currency receipts. Tobacco is Malawi’s 
chief foreign currency earner.

“The coronavirus attack has a huge 
negative impact on the economy and 
businesses everywhere. There are 
many business people and industry 
players who are uncertain about the 
situation as it is unfolding. I know that 
everyone is worried,” he said.

“Therefore, government will take 
measures to protect jobs and incomes, 
protect businesses and ensure 
continuity of the supply chain and the 
survival of the economy.”

Amongst other measures, the 
president directed the Reserve Bank 
of Malawi to allow banks to offer a 

three-month moratorium on interest 
payments on loans to small- and 
medium-sized businesses.

He also ordered the country’s 
Competition and Fair Trading 
Commission to put in place strict 
monitoring of price controls and 
punish anyone found increasing prices 
at the expense of Malawians.

“The government will continue 
monitoring and review situation as it 
infolds,” Mutharika said.

He also ordered all non-essential 
service providers in both the 
government and private sector to work 
from home with immediate effect.

On Thursday, Malawi recorded its 
first three confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus. On Saturday, the number 
rose to four.

The President also directed 
the central bank to “cushion the 
foreign exchange market to ensure 
availability of forex and stability of 
the foreign exchange rate,” and work 
on an emergency liquidity assistance 
framework to support banks in the 
event of worsening liquidity conditions.

The government will also increase 
loans under the Malawi Enterprise 
Development Fund that will help 
micro, small and medium scale 
businesses that have been seriously 
affected by the pandemic to 15 billion 
Malawi kwacha ($20.69 million) from 
12 billion kwacha.

Malawi president and ministers take 
10 pc salary cut to fight coronavirus

She also assured that so far, 
Tanzania has 20 confirmed 
cases of coronavirus, one 
fatality and three recoveries
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Govt rules out closure 
of border over Covid-19

By Getrude Mbago

SPECIAL Seats legislator (Chadema) 
Lucy Owenya has   called on the 
government to provide free treatment 
of opportunistic infections (OIs) among 
adults and adolescents living with HIV/
AIDS in the country.

According to her, as the country 
struggles to contain the spread of 
coronavirus infections, it should also 
not forget about the fight against HIV/
AIDS.  

Owenya told the House during the 

weekend that people living with HIV/
AIDS have been falling sick regularly 
due to opportunistic infections but 
they find it hard to get treatment due to 
lack of funds.

Opportunistic infections are 
infections that occur more frequently 
and are more severe in people with 
weakened immune systems, including 
people living with HIV and they are 
normally caused by a variety of germs 
such as viruses, bacteria, fungi, and 
parasites.

She said that apart from providing 

them with free Antiretroviral (ARV) 
drugs, it is high time also for the 
government to came up with strong 
strategy to enable the group enjoy 
other health services for free in all 
dispensaries, health centres and 
hospitals.

“People HIV infection are vulnerable 
to OIs due to weakened immune 
system…most of the patients do 
not engage in income generating 
activities making them to live a very 
vulnerable life especially those in rural 
areas. This should be taken into high 

consideration as failure to support 
this group will continue to affect the 
country’s manpower,” she said.

The lawmaker cited an example of 
countries like Argentina and Brazil 
which had succeeded to fight the 
spread of HIV/AIDS as well as reducing 
mortality rate due to intensive 
investment they made including 
providing free medical services to 
people living with HIV/AIDS.

“Provision of free medical treatment 
to the groups will also stimulate 
people to check their health status. It 

is the responsibility of every one of us, 
individually and collectively, to prevent 
new HIV infections. We therefore appeal 
to the country as whole to ensure that 
the next generation is free from HIV, 
through prevention measures, regular 
testing and treatment so as to achieve 
the country’s goals by 2030,” she said.

Owenya further noted that as of 
2018, it was reported approximately 
1.6 million people were living with 
HIV/AIDS in the country with the 
prevalence rate standing at 4.6 percent 
to youth aged between 15-49 whereby 

new infections were 72,000 and 
24,000 deaths per year.

“As per current reports, at least 225 
people get infected with HIV every day 
and 90 percent of them are youth, new 
infections per month stand at 6,750 
which means that nine people get 
infected every one hour,” she noted.

The legislator added that with the 
shocking statistics, it requires for 
the government to come up with an 
emergence strategy to fight the vice 
and rescue the country’s generation 
and manpower.

MP urges govt to ensure free treatment of opportunistic infections in adults, youth

Juin Company Ltd contractor Innocent Bernard (L) briefs Water minister Prof Makame Mbarawa (R) yesterday on a tank the firm is building in 
partial implementation of a Muheza District water supply project. Photo: Correspondent Steven William

By Guardian Correspondent, Kyela

THE government is not considering closing its 
borders with neighbouring countries affected 
with coronavirus disease as the move may affect 
businesses and people’s livelihoods.

Addressing residents at the border post during 
the visit of  Mbeya region’s defense and security 
committee at the weekend, regional commissioner 
Albert Chalamila said there are procedures in 
place to protect borders.

He said that the Tanzania-Malawi border will 
not be closed despite the fact that Malawi is the 
latest country to be hit by coronavirus. Other 
neighboring countries with confirmed cases of 
Covid-19 are Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, 
DRC and Zambia.

According to Chalamila, businesses at the busy 
Kasumulu border post in Kyela district will go on 
as usual with adherence to the recommended 
measures to minimise the risk of fuelling the 
spread of Covid-19.

He said   Tanzanians who will travel to Malawi  
conduct any businesses or any other purposes, 
upon return  they will be quarantined for 14 days 
after which he will be screened  and if not  without 
Covid-19 infections  will be released.

 The RC said there is a special regional committee 
that has been established to monitor and battle 
the pandemic’s infections.

“Feel free to travel to Malawi but remember 
when you return you will be isolated for 14 days at 
your own expenses,” Chalamila said.

 He said up to now no one has been found with 
Covid-19 infection in Mbeya region and called 
on the wananchi to abide by the directives and 
guidelines issued by health experts.

He said various centres have been established in 
every district in the region for admitting Covid-19 
patients.

  For his part, the Mbeya regional medical 
officer (RMO), Dr Salum Manyatta said as of now 
they continue to educate  residents on how to 
protect themselves against the disease through 
the media and physically visiting them in   their 
areas. 

He said all passenger buses have been ordered 
to have running water and soap for passengers to 
wash their hands before boarding the vehicles.

He also pleaded with the wananchi to avoid 
shaking hands or hugging when greeting each 
other as the habit could cause infections.

“We should ignore what other people who are 
unprofessional say about the pandemic as these 
are only bent in misleading,” said Dr Manyatta.

However some motorcycle (bodaboda) owners 
complained that some officials were preventing 
them to conduct business at the Kasumulu Border 
post while the government had given them green 
light to do so.

One bodaboda operator Jumanne Mwaijumba 
said they are prevented to do business at the 
border and those going against are arrested by the 
police and others fined.

So far, Tanzania has 20 confirmed cases of 
coronavirus, one fatality and three recoveries.

By Guardian Correspondent, 

Singida

AUTHORITIES of the 
central water basin in 
Singida region have urged 
people residing near 
water sources to start 
relocating following high 
water levels in three major 
lakes because of ongoing 
(masika) rains.

The authorities were 
concerned that the 
situation may result into 
floods and wreak havoc to 
those living near the water 
sources as well as around 
the Kindai, Singidani and 
Mungang lakes whose   
water had started over 
flowing.

The board of the 
central water basin also 
urged people residing 
or conducting human 
activities within 60 meters 
from the sources to vacate 
as it is prohibited in 
accordance with the Water 
Supply and Sanitation Act, 
2009.

“The rains are likely 
to continue for a longer 
period according to 
weather forecast by the 
Tanzania Meteorological 
Agency (TMA), may I 
request you to relocate 

before disasters happen”, said William 
Mabula, water officer at the central drainage 
basin.

He said they are currently marking water 
levels at the three rivers, an exercise that will 
continue throughout the rainy season. He said 
the aim is to measure water levels as required 
by the law that governs conservation of lakes 
in the country.

Senior community development officer, 
Nelea Bundala insisted the situation is 
worrisome and may cause disasters to the 
residents living near  the lakes. He said 
relocation is not an option because the area 

has this year received above normal rainfall 
resulting into flooding in most places.

“You must relocate for you own safety, it 
is better to take precautions before disasters 
happen because floods will submerge you 
houses and destroy  your properties”, he 
said noting the rains had so far destroyed   
infrastructures including roads.

 Utemini ward leader, Juma Kanka said they 
have already started to experience floods  
in some areas where  houses and factories 
had been submerged . He said the most of 
the roads are also impassable including the 
Magereza – Mwankoko road.

‘Start relocating following  high water levels’
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AfDB approves gender 
equality trust fund and 
risk-sharing mechanism to 
improve women’s economic 
empowerment in Africa

By Guardian Correspondent, Manyara

THE government has pledged to take 
immediate steps to help residents living 
around Lake Basotu in Hanang District, 
Manyara region whose settlements had 
been surrounded by floodwaters.

The minister of state in the Vice 
President’s Office (Union Affairs and 
Environment) Mussa Zungu gave the 
pledge yesterday during his visit to the 
areas  that had been hit by floodwaters 
following the   ongoing rains in the 
country.

During  his visit, Zungu who was 
accompanied by experts from the 
National environmental Management 
Council (NEMC) said the government 
will use the experts to conduct research 
and come up with a permanent 
solution. 

Speaking to the flood victims, Zungu 
promised to consult relevant  ministries 
for implementation.

“We have examined the problem, 
it calls for  immediate attention and 
expertise. we shall take steps to address 
the problem. Whole lake area is filled 
with sediment that made its water 
overflow’”, he said.

The Hanang district commissioner 
Joseph Mkirikiti said the effects from 
the floods include the destruction 
of infrastructures  such as people’s 
settlements being surrounded by 

floodwaters.
He added that for about three weeks 

now, communication between the area 
and Hydom has been cut off after the 
road along the lake was flooded.

He asked for relevant authorities 
to take immediate steps to rescue the 
wananchi from more hardships from 
the  floods. “It will be recalled that 
recently the government directed the 
Hydom-Katesh road should not be used 
due to the floods

NEMC acting director of environment 
research and conservation Lilian 
Lukambuzi said the problem has also 
been exacerbated by human activities 
in and around the lake. 

She said: “Research is needed as the 
minister said including putting in place 
short and long term plans to rescue the 
lake.

She said among the steps that should 
be taken immediately is to stop human 
activities  in the areas that had been  hit 
. The Hanang Member of Parliament 
(MP) Dr Mary Nagu expressed fears 
over the lake being filled with sediment 
from rivers water flowing into it.

She thanked the minister  for coming 
to the area with NEMC experts to see for 
themselves and hoped that something 
will be done.

According to the MP, Lake Basotu is 
the main source of water for the people 
of Hanang  district.

By Special Correspondent, Abidjan 

THE Board of Directors of the 
African Development Bank Group 
has approved a new Gender Equality 
Trust Fund (GETF) aimed at pushing 
forward gender equality and women’s 
empowerment across the continent.

Funded by donors, the GETF will 
support the delivery and scale-up of the 
Bank’s Affirmative Finance Action for 
Women in Africa (AFAWA) programme 
and promote gender transformative 
lending and non-lending operations. 
It is the first thematic fund on gender 
in the Bank Group’s history. The Fund 
will be established for an initial period 
of 10 years.

AFAWA is the Bank’s flagship pan-
African initiative which aims to bridge 
the $42 billion financing gap facing 
women in Africa. Through AFAWA, 
the Bank is spearheading a major push 
to unlock women’s entrepreneurial 
capacity and economic participation 
for maximum development impact.

Also on Tuesday 31 March, the Board 
of Directors of the Bank approved 
a Risk-Sharing Mechanism – an 
innovative financial instrument to de-
risk women-empowered businesses, 
enhance their profile with banks and 
support them to grow and thrive as 
entrepreneurs.

Anchor investors in the GETF 
are the governments of France, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.

“It’s a great day for us as a Bank. It 
is a great day for the continent and 
the women of Africa as this facility 
provides innovative ways to tackle 
the access to finance challenges for 
African women business owners,” said 
African Development Bank President 
Akinwumi Adesina.

The Africa Guarantee Fund (AGF) has 
been chosen as the first implementing 
partner to facilitate access to finance 
for women-owned small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs). AGF is a pan-
African entity that provides financial 
institutions with guarantees and other 

financial products to support SMEs in 
Africa. AGF has a network spread out 
over 42 African countries and 150-plus 
financial institutions, which AFAWA 
will leverage. This first transaction is 
expected to unlock up to $2 billion 
in credit for women-empowered 
businesses across the continent.

Vanessa Moungar, Bank Director, 
Gender, Women and Civil Society, 
described the approval as “the largest 
effort ever to bridge the gap in access 
to finance for women in Africa’s 
history” and said the Fund’s resources 
and the Risk-Sharing Mechanism 
would prioritize women’s economic 
empowerment and high-impact 
women’s initiatives.

Moungar said the partnership with 
AGF is a starting point for mobilizing 
other financial institutions and 
increasing access to finance for women 
entrepreneurs on the continent.

Apart from the G7 donors and the 
Netherlands, other countries are 
showing strong interest in contributing 
to the initiative, including Rwanda 
and Sweden. The Bank Group will 
continue to mobilize resources in 
order to unlock $5 billion worth of 
financing for women-empowered 
businesses in Africa. AFAWA is also an 
implementing partner of the Women 
Entrepreneurship Finance (We-Fi) 
Initiative.

Convoy of Hope International Tanzania officer Winfrida Roman (R) looks on as an orphanage centre official washes his hands during a Covid-19 sensitisation 
session in Arusha city yesterday. Shortly later, the charity presented foodstuffs and various other items for use by the 530 children cared for at the facility. Photo: 
Correspondent Cynthia  Mwilolezi

Govt pledges readiness
to support flood victims 

By Guardian Reporter

THE chairman of the advisory board 
of tanzania electrical, mechanical and 
electronics services agency (TEMESA) 
Prof Idrissa Mshoro has directed the 
agency’s leadership to make sure they 
closely follow up the construction and 
completion of the new ferry that will 
offer services between Mafia Island 
and Nyamisati in Coast region. 

Prof Mshoro issued the directives 
at the weekend during his visit to 
various projects being implemented 
by TEMESA in the current FY 2019/20 
including the construction and 
renovation of the manager’s office and 
the Vingunguti workshop in Dar es 
Salaam, renovation of MV Kigamboni 
ferry, extension of passengers shed for 
MV Kigamboni and the purchase of the 
new ferry to ply between Mafia and 

Nyamisati. 
In the visit Prof Mshoro was 

accompanied by TEMESA advisory 
board members.

The Mafia-Nyamisati ferry was 
supposed to be completed in April this 
year but various challenges including 
the eruption of Covid-19 pandemic 
has caused delay in the procurement 
of vital spares. The ferry is now set for 
completion in June.

The ferry is being built by a local firm 
-- Songoro Marine Transport Boatyard 
at a cost of 5.3b/- without VAT.

Earlier TEMESA advisory board 
members visited   Dar es Salaam 
regional workshop at Vingunguti 
and was satisfied with the ongoing 
construction and renovation of the 
manager’s office, saying despite many 
challenges including the ongoing rains 
the contractor intends to hand over the  

project at the end of April this year. The 
project will cost 234m/-.

The board members also inspected 
the extension work of the passengers’ 
shed at Kigamboni that will cost 
260m/- which is slated for completion 
in June this year.

In regard to repairs to MV 
Kigamboni ferry, the board members 
hailed the contractor  -- Songoro 
Marine Transport Boatyard for 

building various ferries in the 
country but also for installing two 
new engines  for MV Kigamboni ferry. 

On his part,  TEMESA managing 
director eng Japhet Maselle said the 
coming of MV Kigamboni  ferry will 
enable the agency to remove any 
ferry among the three ferries plying 
between Magogoni and Kigamboni 
for repairs whenever such needs 
arise.

TEMESA directed to follow up construction of new Mafia  ferry

TPSF to evaluate corona impact on economy
By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Private Sector 
Foundation (TPSF) --- the umbrella 
association of the private sector ---
is conducting a survey    to assess  
the impact of corona pandemic 
on Tanzanian economy, the TPSF  
chairperson, Angelina Ngalula  has said.

She told reporters in Dar es Salaam 
recently that the foundation would 
use its 14 clusters to make successful 
and useful appraisal.  The clusters 
are agriculture, industries, tourism, 
financial institutions, minerals, 

services, women entrepreneurs, 
Zanzibar traders, construction and 
engineering, oil and gas, transportation, 
companies, trade and vending.

“We have our 14 clusters to feed us 
information.  We shall appoint experts 
to evaluate the impact of the pandemic 
on the activities of clusters. Then we 
shall forward the expert views to the 
government for intervention to help 
highly hit clusters,” she explained.

She called on members of business 
community and employers to be 
patient as the foundation assesses the 
impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on all 

sectors of the economy, appealing to 
members refrain from doing their own 
assessments and sending complaints to 
the government.

The chairperson said agriculture 
and tourism clusters, especially 
horticulture,  had been hit hard 
by the pandemic because clusters 
were dependent heavily on external 
factors and activities in other nations 
have been stopped.  She said closure 
of industries and airports in other 
countries affected the businesses of the 
two clusters.

The chairman said the foundation 

and the government were working 
jointly to find remedial measures.

“Let our members be patient, for TPSF 
is in the forefront and is cooperating 
with the government, in the struggle to 
ensure the economy remains on sound 
footing,” she assured, emphasizing the 
joint efforts were heading in the right 
direction.

Ngalula  said TPSF has taken several 
steps that include  providing education 
on  how  the Covid-19 virus is spread and 
encouraging stakeholders to provide 
resources to fight the pandemic and in 
protecting workers.  

Catholic Church members in Arusha city hold palm leaves yesterday after attending Palm Sunday (the Sunday before Easter) mass. Photo: Correspondent Cynthia 
Mwilolezi

It’s a great day for us 
as a Bank. It is a great 
day for the continent 
and the women of 
Africa as this facility 
provides innovative 
ways to tackle the 
access to finance 
challenges for African 
women business 
owners
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By Guardian Correspondent, Kahama

RESIDENTS of Ulowa Ward in 
Ushetu district, Shinyanga region have 
complained  about   the risks of some  
dealers to store and sell petrol in in 
residential houses. 

Speaking to reporters at the weekend 
they said the dealers endanger their 
own lives and of those surrounding 
them due to the highly inflammable 
nature of the fuel.

One of the residents Mlekwa 
Kashindye said of late there has been 
rampant storage of   fuel in residential 
areas that endangers the lives of 
residents of the ward.

“We do not oppose the trading in fuel 
but what we fear are the consequences 
that may occur from     storage of petrol 
as many of those in the vicinity are 
often unaware of the inflammable fuel 
within their midst to take precautions,” 
Kashindye said.

Ulowa Ward Councilor Paschal 
Mayenga said apart from fuel trade 
posing danger to people’s lives, it is 
also conducted illegally as the dealers 
thereof do not pay due taxes to the 
Tanzania Revenue Authority and the 
district council.

“Years ago there was one man who 
stored petrol inside a guest house. Then 
two people broke in and started stealing 
the fuel using gallons while unknowingly 
a person who was smoking a cigarette 
approached and then suddenly there 
was an explosion that killed two people 
and the entire house was gutted down,” 
he said.

From these complaints TRA 
authorities in Kahama district made 
a follow up and were able to seize 13 
drums of petrol in the house of one 
businessman, John Jaji whose house is 
surrounded by other residents.

The Kahama district commissioner 
Annamringi Macha said the Fire Brigade 
and Rescue Services, in conjunction 
with the police and Energy and Water 
Utilities Regulatory Authority (EWURA) 
will conduct a special operation to 
apprehend who rampantly trade in fuel 
or  those storing it in residential areas 
as there are laid down procedures for 
selling fuel other than via petrol stations.

When approached for comment the 
Shinyanga Regional Police commander 
Deborah Magiligimba said currently 
they are already conducting a special 
operation to nab all those selling fuel 
illegally.

EWURA public relations officer Titus 
Kaguo said they dealers with fuel storage 
facilities and petrol stations are licensed 
but they also issue special permits to 
minor fuel selling centres, otherwise it is 
illegal for anyone to store or sell fuel in 
residential areas.  

‘Storage, sale 
of petrol in 
homes pose 
several risks’ 

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

The investment sector had made a 
significant contribution in the country’s 
socio-economic development due 
to many investors paying taxes and 
increased employment opportunities 
which in turn had driven the country’s 
economic development as well as 
wananchi’s  livehoods.

This was expressed at the weekend 
by the manager of Tanzania Investment 
Centre (TIC) Venance Mashiba when he 
spoke to journalists on the situation of 
investments in the southern highlands 
regions.

Mashiba said the wananchi are 

supposed to develop good relations 
with investors in the areas they 
live as many of them have been big 
beneficiaries from the investors via 
employment opportunities and other 
social services.

He said the TIC office has been 
making extra efforts to make sure it 
mobilizes investors within and outside 
the country to come and invest in the 
southern highlands regions since there 
are many investment opportunities in 
the areas, including agriculture.  “Apart 
from agriculture, the regions have 
many other opportunities including 
mining and   food processing hence it 
was time for local and foreign investors 

to grab the opportunities,” he said.
He said it was now time for local 

investors to go to TIC centres for 
more information about the available 
investment opportunities an d added 
that local investors need to have USD 
100,000 as capital while for foreign 
ones the initial capital is USD 500,000.

“TIC’s aim is to see investors both 
investors and the government benefit  
from the country’s investments, as well 
as the wananchi in the areas where 
they had invested,” he added, 

He said the TIC zonal office has 
been making efforts   mobilise Zambia 
and Malawi based investors come 
to invest in the southern highlands 

regions as well as other areas of the 
country and that last year there was 
a huge investment forum in Mbeya 
that brought together investors from 
Malawi and Tanzania.  

Mashiba said the TIC office has 
very good relations with other 
government institutions whose aim 
is to see investors do net experience 
obstacles while pursuing investment 
opportunities.

He also congratulated regional and 
district commissioners in regions 
served by TIC office from their efforts 
in mobilising prospective investors 
in their areas including those from 
neighbouring countries.

This car was involved in an accident in Old Shinyanga at the weekend. It then skidded into the small ‘dam’, leaving the four people on board dead. Photo: 
Correspondent Marco Maduhu

‘Tanzanians must develop good investor relations’   

“We do not oppose the trading 
in fuel but what we fear are the 
consequences that may occur 
from     storage of petrol as 
many of those in the vicinity 
are often unaware of the 
inflammable fuel within their 
midst to take precautions”
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By Guardian Correspondent, Ilemela

ILEMELA district in Mwanza region  is    
leading in land surveying, formalisation 
and issuance of tittle deeds, according 
to Deputy Minister for Lands, Housing 
and Human Settlement Development, 
Dr Angelina Mabula.

According to her, authorities in the 
district had so far prepared 58,000 land 
use diagrams, surveyed a total of 52,000 
land plots and issuance of 1,508 title 
deeds. She expressed satisfaction with 
the land formalisation process which 
will also help to reduce disputes.

The deputy minister reminded 
private firms doing   land surveying to 
make sure they complete formalisation 
of the remaining areas as per directives 
issued by Land Minister, William 
Lukuvi. She insisted the government 
would want to see all the areas within 
the district are surveyed with property 
owners given title deeds.

Mwanza city planning officer, 
Deogratias Kalemenze said previously 
in the 1990s people who constructed 
houses on un-surveyed plots were 
required to demolish them, but now the 
government has simplified the process 
whereas owners pay a small sum to 
facilitate formalisation of the areas as 
well as processing   documents.

“We now formalise all the areas 
including residential premises which 
were previously not surveyed”, said 
Kelemenze.

Acting district executive director who 
is also the district land officer, Shukran 
Kyando informed the deputy minister 
that they are progressing well with the 
land formalisation process despite some 
challenges including lack of enough 

payments  from the residents.
He said they already announced a 

grace period of 30 days for the residents 
to complete payments for surveying 
and formalisation processes.

One of the residents, Veronica 
Byengo from Ghana Street thanked the 
government for issuing them with title 
deeds insisting formalisation of land will 
reduce disputes. She said the title deeds 
will also help them to access  loans from 
banks and financial institutions.  

Last year, the Minister for Lands, 
Housing and Human Settlement 
Development, William Lukuvi 
announced to cut down   expenses of 
surveying and formalisation of land 
from the current 250,000/- to 150,000/-.

According to him, the move came 
following a number of complaints from 
people claiming that the charges were 
too high thus making most of them 
leave their land informal for years.

He was also concerned that over 70 
per cent of land owners in the country 
are not recognised by the government 
and   state was losing lot of incomes.

Lukuvi called on all land owners 
whose   lands  were yet to be formalised 
to utilize the opportunity so as to live   
comfortably and happily.

‘Ilemela playing 
leadership role
in issuance of 
land title deeds’

By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Railways Corporation 
(TRC) has launched a new simplified 
electronic ticketing system that will see 
the firm enhancing revenue collections 
as well as efficiency.

The e-ticketing system was launched 
over the weekend by Minister for Works, 
Transport and Communications, Eng 
Isaac Kamwele during an event that was 
attended by TRC board chairman, Prof 
John Kondoro and several government 
officials.

Eng Kamwele was optimistic that 
TRC will improve efficiency and control 
expenditures. He said the government 
had recognised the importance of 
using technology in service delivery, 
including ticketing.

He applauded the corporation for 
coming up with the electronic ticketing    
and e-cargo systems which had 
been designed in collaboration with 
e-government agency.

“We are now doing without   the 
manual tickets”, said the minister 
noting that in 2018/2019 TRC was 

collected   39.7bn/- but collections had 
now increased to 44.7bn/-.

TRC board chairman, Prof John 
Kondoro said the government had 
directed the firm to establish an 
e-ticketing system in December last 
year. He said they hadcompleted 
installation of the system, and they are 
working on other directives which he 
said are meant to improve efficiency in 
service delivery.

He said the system was designed 
by local experts from TRC and 
e-government agency thus enabling 
the firm to save monies which were to 
be paid to hired experts from abroad.

Acting TRC director general, Focus 
Sahani said the new e-ticketing system 
will enhance revenue collections as the 
corporation was collecting a small sum 
with   hand written passenger tickets. He 
said for the few months that the system 
operated on trials, TRC had collected a 

good income despite presence of the 
global Covid-19 pandemic outbreak in 
the country.

Director of the Information and 
Communication Technology (ICT), 
Senzige Kisenge said passengers can 
now book their tickets online using 
tablets. He added that one doesn’t need 
to visit TRC offices to get a ticket since 
the online process has been simplified 
to enable anyone to get the tickets.

Director of ICT management 
services, E-Government Agency, 
Benedict Ndomba said all measures 
were aimed   to improve service 
delivery to the public. He said the new 
system was tested at 71 railway ticket 
selling points countrywide and had 
been efficient.

“We operated the e-ticketing on trials 
for almost a year, we are satisfied that 
it can work properly and enhance 
services provision”, said Ndomba

TRC ventures into e-ticketing
to boost revenue collections 

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

TWELVE regions have been tasked 
to prepare investment guidelines and 
ensure they are posted on the Tanzania 
Investment Centre (TIC) website in the 
next six months 

Presenting the budget speech of 
the PMO here, Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa called on the regions 
to emulate 14 regions that had 
already published their investment 
guidelines, namely Ruvuma, Songwe, 
Coast, Lindi, Kagera, Mtwara, Geita, 
Kilimanjaro, Simiyu, Manyara, 
Dodoma, Mwanza, Kigoma and 

Morogoro regions.
The prime minister said Tanzania 

was geographically well-place to 
conduct businesses with world, 
explaining that regions were therefore 
obliged to expose investment 
opportunities to the rest of the world 
and have the opportunities posted on 
the TIC website.

“When we have investment 
guidelines exposed to the rest of 

the world, it is easy for prospective 
investors to know the opportunities 
available and identify areas of their 
choice for investments,” he told the 
House.

The prime minister gave the 12 
regions until September, this year 
to have their investment guidelines 
posted on the TIC website.   He said   TIC 
was the institution tasked to promote 
investment opportunities available in 

Tanzania.
The TIC was a one-stop centre 

because, he said, an investor is served 
by representatives of 10 institutions 
under a single roof.

Until February this year, the PM said, 
some 146 investment projects had been 
registered, with an estimated total 
value of 1,514.57 million US dollars that 
are expected to generate 26,384 direct 
jobs.

12 regions ordered to make investment
blueprints on TIC website by September 

We now formalise 
all the areas 
including residential 
premises which 
were previously not 
surveyed

Morogoro Municipal Council employee Stephen Gabi (in goggles) sprays a disinfectant at the entrance of Morogoro municipality’s Msamvu bus terminal yesterday as 
a precaution against the spread of Convid-19 infections. Photo: Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa 

Abdulaswamad Abdulrahim (with mask), chairman of members of the Zanzibar business community united in the fight 
against Covid-19, briefs Mohamed Aboud Mohamed (to his right, Minister of State in the Zanzibar Second Vice President’s 
Office, before handing over to him their donation in support of the cause. Photo: Correspondent Rahma Suleiman
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By Guardian Correspondent

THE coronavirus disease pandemic has brouht new 
challenges for families and communities, most especially 
women and young girls currently at home after schools were 
ordered closed recently.

A statement released yesterday by the Tanzania Gender 
Network Programme (TGNP) Executive Director Lilian 
Liundi said that girls are at risk of early pregnancy and 
various forms of sexual violence at this time when they are 
out of school.

“Children (girls and boys) remain at home, and their 
parents go to work. In this case sexual abuse can develop 
and lead to early pregnancy,” Lilian said.

The TGNP report indicates that approximately 60 percent 
of sexual violence occurs at home, and those committing 
such acts are either close relatives or neighbours.

“Overall, sexual violence is particularly prevalent during 
tragedies like corona, not only for girls but for women at 
large,” Lilian said.

The TGNP statement shows that many women in the 
country work in the informal sector, doing various activities 
such as house work, vending in market, and hawking that 
force them to leave their homes and go out to meet people, 
sometimes crowded environments.

Lilian said that such a situation puts women at risk of 
getting Corona virus-Covid 19, adding that it is now very 
important to put in place effective prevention strategies, and 
get them the right services.

“In terms of maternal and child health, the truth about a 
pregnant woman is that her immune system is very unstable 
especially during breastfeeding. For hospitals with female 
nurses under one year experience, we recommend that they 
should not care Corona patients,” Lilian said.

She explained that in antenatal care for children and 
children, where there is often crowded people, it is important 
to emphasize preventive measures such as proper washing 
of hands and social distancing as they queue for services.  

“It is important to ensure that hospital services remain the 
same by ensuring that maternal and child services continue 
to be prioritized to reduce maternal and child mortality,” 
said Lilian. 

She called upon parents and guardians to protect 
themselves as appropriate when undertaking their 
obligations because an infected parent can infect children 
and make the entire task of protecting children fail or 
backfire.   

According to statistics released by the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) in 2006, more than 80 per cent 
of women work in the informal sector – and there they are at 
high risk of contracting the disease. 

A report released by UNESCO last year showed that the 
level of adult education is 77.82 per cent, of which men are 
83.2 per cent, and the rest are women.

These figures are clear evidence that women have been 
left behind in various issues, noted Lilian.

This diversity of women in the background will also be 
seen in the field of timely access to accurate information, 
such as newspapers, radio, television and social networks.

This is largely due to the society’s lack of equal distribution 
of responsibilities, she added.

“Women are largely burdened with the responsibilities of 
raising families and providing careers that lead to a complete 
lack of economic, political, and even timely information,” 
Lilian said.

By Guardian Correspondent in Dodoma

THE government and the Tanzania Private 
Sector Foundation (TPSF) have established   online 
link to help them collect and process complaints 
and share responses from either side in order 
to smoothen the progress of investment and 
improve business environment in the country.  
The link becomes operational in 2020/2021 fiscal 
year.

This was revealed by Prime Minister Kassim 
Majaliwa in his budget speech for the year 
2020/2021 he presented here yesterday.  He told 
MPs that Tanzania’s efforts towards building a 
modern economy were not in vain.

Tanzania had done extremely well in improving 
the investment environment and climate for doing 
business, a fact appreciated by the World Bank, 
the prime minister told the national assembly 
to the thumbing of MPs and to the smiles and 
nodding  of members of the public in the public 
gallery.

“I have pleasure to this august house that the 
investment climate and the environment for 
doing business have improved steadily in our 
country.  This is evident in the WB’s 2020 report.  
In that report

Tanzania is put in the 141st position, up from 
the 144th position. I believe the  online link 
we have established will raise to even a higher 
level of efficiency in promoting investment and 
doing business in our country,” the PM told the 
house.

The PM called on all public institutions to 
support the business community in all possible 
ways in order to raise the level of investment 
and improve conditions for doing business and 
commended regions for what he describe as 
great efforts being  done by regional leaders in  
exposing investment opportunities.

He told the house that 854, 821 hectares had 
been set aside countrywide for investment adding 
that ‘Investment Guidelines’ had been unveiled in  
Ruvuma, Songwe, Coast, Lindi, Mtwara, Kagera, 
Geita, Kilimanjaro, Simiyu, Manyara, Dodoma, 
Mwanza, Kigoma and Morogoro.

The TPSF is the umbrella organisation of the 
private sector and has 14 clusters to facilitate 
representation in the apex body.  The clusters 
are agriculture, industries, tourism, financial 
institutions, minerals, services, women 
entrepreneurs, Zanzibar traders, construction 
and engineering, oil and gas, transportation, 
companies, trade and vending.

‘Online links share responses
from private and public issues’  

Covid-19: Big challenge for 
young girls, women - TGNP   

It is important 
to ensure that 
hospital services 
remain the same 
by ensuring that 
maternal and child 
services continue 
to be prioritized to 
reduce maternal 
and child mortality

Central Basin water board engineer Moses Salumbi (L) puts a mark at a floodwater edge at Lake Kindai in Singida Region at the weekend. 
Others are civil and environment engineers and a community development officer. Photo: Correspondent Dotto Mwaibale
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Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

A
pril 7, 2004 was 
recognised as an 
international observance 
the International Day 

of Reflection on the 1994 Rwandan 
genocide by the United Nations. 
Commemorative events were held 
in several major cities including 
Kigali, Rwanda; New York City, United 
States; Dar-es-Salaam    and Geneva, 
Switzerland. 

All member states of the UN were 
invited to join in one minute of silence 
in memory of the victims. In a speech 
given by former UN Secretary-General  
the late Kofi Annan given at the 
Assembly Hall of the Palais des Nations, 
he called for actions to prevent future 
genocides.

“Genocide almost always occurs 
during war. Even apparently tolerant 
individuals, once they engage in war, 
have categorized some of their fellow 
human beings as enemies, suspending 
the taboo which forbids the deliberate 
taking of human life. And in almost all 
cases they accept that civilians may 
also be killed or hurt, whatever efforts 
are made to limit so-called “collateral 
damage”.

“Unless we are very careful, this can 
be the beginning of a swift descent 
into a different moral universe, where 
whole communities are designated 
as the enemy, and their lives held to 
be of no account. And from there, it 
is only one more step to the actual 
and deliberate elimination of these 
communities: one more step, in other 
words, to genocide.” Said Annan.

So one of the best ways to reduce 
the chances of genocide is to address 
the causes of conflict. Annan’s plan 
therefore embraced, and expanded, 
the recommendations   on prevention 
of armed conflict, which have been 
endorsed by both the Security Council 
and the General Assembly.

We must help countries strengthen 
their capacity to prevent conflict, at 
local and national levels.We must do 

more at the regional level, to prevent 
conflict spilling over from one country 
to another.

We must give greater attention to 
environmental problems and tensions 
related to competition over natural 
resources. We must work together with 
the international financial institutions, 
with civil society, and with the private 
sector, to ensure that young people 
get the chance to better themselves 
through education and peaceful 
employment, so that they are less 
easily recruited into predatory gangs 
and militias.

“We must protect the rights of 
minorities, since they are genocide’s 
most frequent targets. By all these 
means, and more, we must attack the 
roots of violence and genocide: hatred, 
intolerance, racism, tyranny, and the 
dehumanizing public discourse that 
denies whole groups of people their 
dignity and their rights.

“Wherever we fail to prevent 
conflict, one of our highest priorities 
must be to protect civilians. The 
parties to conflict -- not only states 
but also non-state actors -– need 
to be constantly reminded of their 
responsibility, under international 
humanitarian law, to protect civilians 
from violence.

 “ In more and more conflicts we see 
that civilians, including women and 
children, are no longer just “caught in 
the crossfire”. They become the direct 
targets of violence and rape, as war is 
waged against a whole society.

“Wherever civilians are deliberately 
targeted because they belong to a 
particular community, we are in the 
presence of potential, if not actual, 
genocide.

“We can no longer afford to be blind 
to this grim dynamic. Nor should we 
imagine that appeals to morality, or 
compassion, will have much effect on 
people who have adopted a deliberate 
strategy of killing and forcible 
expulsion.

We must attack the roots
 of violence and genocide

By Akinwumi A. Adesina

T
HESE are very difficult days, 
as the world faces one of its 
worst challenges ever: the 
novel coronavirus pandemic. 

And it seems that almost no nation 
is spared. As infection rates rise, so 
does panic across financial markets as 
economies drastically slow down and 
supply chains are severely disrupted.

Extraordinary times call for 
extraordinary measures. As such, it can 
no longer be business as usual.

Each day, the situation evolves 
and requires constant reviews of 
precautionary measures and strategies. 
In the midst of all this, we must all 
worry about the ability of every nation 
to respond to this crisis. And we must 
ensure that developing nations are 
prepared to navigate these uncharted 
waters fully.

That’s why I support UN Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres’ urgent call 
for special resources for the world’s 
developing countries.

In the face of this pandemic, we must 
put lives above resources and health 
above debt. Why? Because developing 
economies are the most vulnerable at 
this time. Our remedies must go beyond 
simply lending more. We must go the 
extra mile and provide countries with 
much-needed and urgent financial relief 
– and that includes developing countries 
under sanctions.

According to the independent global 
think tank ODI, in its report on the impact 
of economic sanctions, for decades, 
sanctions have decimated investments 
in public health care systems in quite a 
number of countries.

Today, the already stretched systems 
as noted in the 2019 Global Health 
Security Index will find it difficult to face 
up to a clear and present danger that 
now threatens our collective existence. 
Only those that are alive can pay back 
debts.

Sanctions work against economies 
but not against the virus. If countries 

that are under sanctions are unable to 
respond and provide critical care for 
their citizens or protect them, then the 
virus will soon “sanction” the world.

In my Yoruba language, there is a 
saying going thus: “Be careful when you 
throw stones in the open market. It may 
hit a member of your family.”

That’s why I also strongly support the 
call by UN Secretary General that debts 
of low-income countries be suspended 
in these fast-moving and uncertain 
times.

But I call for even bolder actions, 
and there are several reasons for 
doing so. First, despite years of great 
progress, the economies of developing 
countries remain extremely fragile and 
ill-equipped to deal with this pandemic. 
They are more likely to be buried with 
the heavy fiscal pressure they now face 
with the coronavirus.

Second, many of the countries in 
Africa depend on commodities for 
export earnings. The collapse of oil 
prices has thrown African economies 
into distress. According the AFDB’s 
2020 Africa Economic Outlook, they 
simply are not able to meet budgets as 
planned under pre-coronavirus oil price 
benchmarks.

The impact has been immediate in the 
oil and gas sector, as noted in a recent 
CNN news analysis.

In the current environment, we can 
anticipate an acute shortage of buyers 
who, for understandable reasons, will 
reallocate resources to addressing the 
Covid-19 pandemic. African countries 
that depend on tourism receipts as 
a key source of revenue are also in a 
straightjacket.

Third, while rich countries have 
resources to spare, as evidenced by 
trillions of dollars in fiscal stimulus, 
developing countries are hampered 
with bare-bones resources.

The fact is that, if we do not collectively 
defeat the coronavirus in Africa, we will 
not defeat it anywhere else in the world. 
This is an existential challenge that 
requires all hands to be on deck. Today, 

more than ever, we must be our brothers 
and sisters’ keepers.

Around the world, countries at 
more advanced stages in the outbreak 
are announcing liquidity relief, debt 
restructuring, forbearance on loan 
repayments, and relaxation of standard 
regulations and initiatives.

In the United States, packages of 
more than $2 trillion have already 
been announced, in addition to a 
reduction in Federal Reserve lending 
rates and liquidity support to keep 
markets operating. In Europe, the larger 
economies have announced stimulus 
measures in excess of 1 trillion Euros. 
Additionally, even larger packages are 
expected.

As developed countries put in place 
programmes to compensate workers 
for lost wages for staying at home for 
social distancing, another problem has 
emerged – fiscal distancing.

Let’s think for a moment what 
this means for Africa. The African 
Development Bank estimates that 
Covid-19 could cost Africa a GDP loss 
between $22.1 billion, in the base-case 
scenario, and $88.3 billion in the worst-
case scenario.

This is equivalent to a projected GDP 
growth contraction of between 0.7 and 
2.8 percentage points in 2020. It is even 
likely that Africa might fall into recession 
this year if the current situation persists.

The Covid-19 shock will further 
squeeze fiscal space in the continent as 
deficits are estimated to widen by 3.5 to 
4.9 percentage points, increasing Africa’s 
financing gap by an additional $110 to 
$154 billion in 2020.

Our estimates indicate that Africa’s 
total public debt could increase, under 
the base case scenario, from $1.86 trillion 
at the end of 2019 to over $2 trillion 
in 2020 – compared to $1.9 trillion 
projected in a ‘no pandemic’ scenario.

According to a March 2020 AfDB 
report, these figures could reach $2.1 
trillion this year under the worst case 
scenario.

This, therefore, is a time for bold 

actions. We should temporarily defer the 
debt owed to multilateral development 
banks and international financial 
institutions. This can be done by re-
profiling loans to create fiscal space for 
countries to deal with this crisis.

That means that loan principals due 
to international financial institutions in 
2020 could be deferred. I am calling for 
temporary forbearance, not forgiveness. 
What’s good for bilateral and commercial 
debt must be good for multilateral debt.

That way, we will avoid moral hazards, 
and rating agencies will be less inclined 
to penalise any institution on the 
potential risk to their Preferred Creditor 
Status. The focus of the world should 
now be on helping everyone, as a risk to 
one is a risk to all.

There is no coronavirus for developed 
countries and a coronavirus for 
developing and debt-stressed countries. 
We are all in this together.

Multilateral and bilateral financial 
institutions must work together 
with commercial creditors in Africa, 
especially to defer loan payments and 
give Africa the fiscal space it needs.

We stand ready to support Africa in 
the short term and for the long haul. 
We are ready to deploy up to $50 billion 
over five years in projects to help with 
adjustment costs that Africa will face 
as it deals with the knock-on effects of 
Covid-19, long after the current storm 
has subsided.

But more support will be needed. Let’s 
lift all sanctions, for now. Even in wartime, 
ceasefires are called for humanitarian 
reasons. In such situations, there is a 
time to pause for relief materials to 
reach affected populations. The novel 
coronavirus is a war against all of us. All 
lives matter.

For this reason, we must avoid fiscal 
distancing at this time. A stitch in time 
will save nine. Social distancing is 
imperative now. Fiscal distancing is not.

•	 Akinwumi A. Adesina is 
President of the Abidjan-based African 
Development Bank Group.

The Covid-19 pandemic is no time for fiscal distancing

Sports has immense potential 
to foster peace, development

S
port includes all forms 
of competitive physical 
activity or games which,  
through casual or organised 

participation, at least in part aim to use, 
maintain or improve physical ability 
and skills while providing enjoyment 
to participants, and in some cases, 
entertainment for spectators.  

Sports can bring positive results to 
one’s physical health. Hundreds of 
sports exist, from those between single 
contestants, through to those with 
hundreds of simultaneous participants, 
either in teams or competing as 
individuals. 

In certain sports such as racing, 
many contestants may compete, 
simultaneously or consecutively, with 
one winner; in others, the contest (a 
match) is between two sides, each 
attempting to exceed the other. 
Some sports allow a “tie” or “draw”, 
in which there is no single winner; 
others provide tie-breaking methods to 
ensure one winner and one loser. 

A number of contests may be 
arranged in a tournament producing a 
champion. Many sports leagues make 
an annual champion by arranging 
games in a regular sports season, 
followed in some cases by playoffs.

International Day of Sport for 
Development and Peace is an 
opportunity to raise the banner for the 
power of sport for development and 
peace. 

Sport is a passion shared by women 
and men across the world. It is a force 
for physical well-being and social 
empowerment. It is an engine for 
equality, especially gender equality, 
for including everyone, especially the 
most disadvantaged. There is no more 
powerful platform than sport to nurture 
the values we all share – solidarity, 
responsibility, respect, honesty, 

teamwork, equality motivation and 
self-esteem… Sport is a way to include 
everyone, including refugees and 
migrants, to fight against stereotypes, 
to strengthen the foundations for 
peace in healthy societies. 

As the world takes forward the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
we must do everything to support 
sport to leave no one behind. This is the 
spirit driving UNESCO’s International 
Charter for Physical Education, 
Physical Activity and Sport, to ensure 
respect for the fundamental right 
to sport for every woman and man 
without discrimination. This same 
spirit inspires the work of volunteers 
across the world, dedicated to 
supporting sport for development 
and peace, whose work we commend 
today. 

Physical inactivity leads every year 
to an estimated 3.2 million deaths. 
This is why UNESCO has joined forces 
with the World Health Organisation to 
combat sedentary lifestyles, starting 
with inclusive and equitable quality 
physical education at school. This calls 
for new commitment and resources 
from all actors – to ensure public 
policies, especially in the fields of 
health, education, urban planning, 
infrastructure and transport, work 
also with the private sector in the 
development of legislation, regulations 
and national plans for sport. 

This is the goal of the 6th Conference 
of Ministers and Senior Officials 
responsible for Physical Education 
and Sport (MINEPS VI) organized 
by UNESCO, in partnership with the 
Russian Federation, in Kazan, from 13 
to 15 July 2017. 

We must catalyse real action where 
it is needed. We must all get moving 
to make sport for all a reality – this has 
never been so vital.

By Kaleyesus Bekele 

T
he economic impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in 
Ethiopia – in regards to the 
airline industry and allied 

businesses – could cost the country some 
USD 1.2 billion in GDP and affect more 
than 323,000 jobs, a global airline body 
disclosed. 

In a statement issued on Thursday, the 
International Air Transport Association 
(IATA) highlighted the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic on Africa and Middle 
East. IATA strengthened its call for urgent 
action from governments in Africa and the 
Middle East to provide financial relief to 
airlines as the association’s latest scenario 
for potential revenue loss by carriers in 

Africa and the Middle East reached USD 
23 billion (19 billion in the Middle East and 
four billion in Africa). This translates into 
a drop of industry revenues of 32 percent 
for Africa and 39 percent for the Middle 
East for 2020 as compared to 2019.

IATA revealed that Ethiopia will have 
1.6 million fewer passengers resulting in 
a USD 0.3 billion revenue loss, risking 
327,062 jobs and USD 1.2 billion in 
contribution to Ethiopia’s economy. In 
2017 the country’s passenger journey was 
7.3 million.  

IATA’s economic report identified 
Ethiopia’s air transport and tourism 
as significant economic enablers. Air 
transport and foreign tourists arriving by 
air currently support 5.7 percent of the 
nation’s GDP valued at USD 4.2 billion and 

about 1.1 million jobs. 
The airline association portrays the 

impacts of the pandemic on African and 
Middle Eastern countries. South Africa 
will have 10.7 million fewer passengers 
resulting in a USD 2.29 billion revenue 
loss, risking 186,850 jobs and USD 3.8 
billion in contribution to South Africa’s 
economy. Nigeria – 3.5 million fewer 
passengers resulting in a USD 0.76 billion 
revenue loss, risking 91,380 jobs and USD 
0.65 billion in contribution to Nigeria’s 
economy. Kenya – 2.5 million fewer 
passengers resulting in a USD 0.54 billion 
revenue loss, risking 137,965 jobs and 
USD 1.1 billion in contribution to Kenya’s 
economy. In Africa air transport employs 
6.2 million people and contributes USD 
55.28 billion to the continent’s GDP.

IATA stated that to minimize the 
broad damage that these losses would 
have across the African and Middle East 
economies, it is vital that governments 
step up their efforts to aid the industry. 
“Many governments in the region have 
committed to provide relief from the 
effect of COVID-19. And some have already 
taken direct action to support aviation. But 
more help is needed,” the association said.  
IATA called for direct financial support, 
loans, loan guarantees and support for 
the corporate bond market and tax relief. 

In a video conference held on Thursday, 
Muhammad Al Bakri, IATA’s Regional 
Vice President for Africa and the Middle 
East, said that several governments in the 
region are providing some financial and 
tax reliefs. 

Covid-19 projected to slash Ethiopia’s GDP by USD 1.2 bln
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By Michelle Legro

T
HIS is the story of one of the people in the US 
who have had their lives tipped over or who 
are experiencing the stress of the unknown 
during this time of the Covid-19 pandemic – as 

interviewed for a new GEN series.
David Nicholas Rigel is a 27-year-old flight attendant 

from London, Kentucky, who is in the second year of 
his career at American Airlines. Air travel is down as 
many planes fly at half capacity or nearly empty, and 
flight attendants like David are staring down a poten-
tially devastating loss of work. His story:

II am a flight attendant for American Airlines. We 
have nine airlines in the United States, and American 
Airlines is one of the big three along with Delta and 
United.

We’re a legacy airline. It’s a little surreal to wrap my 
brain around the past week. Even just two weeks ago, 
the members of my crew were talking about which 
routes would be affected. But we were mostly chalking 
it up to media hysterics and people overreacting. If we 
can learn to wash our hands, practise basic hygiene, 
and not be disgusting, we thought it would be fine – 
that everything was going to be fine.

In January, people were wearing face masks; then, 
people were wearing gloves, too. We started to alter 
our service on the plane to be more hygienic and more 
thoughtful of the virus.

We went from people having no consideration of 
cleanliness on a plane to being hyperaware. American 
(Airlines) is teaching us all the time about how attend-
ants can transition our service to accommodate peo-
ple and their health.

We suspended the hot towel service and using glass-
ware in the first-class cabin; now, we’re just using plas-
tic cups. We’re also no longer refilling cups or recy-
cling cans on the plane.

Being in the airline business, I am on the front lines, 
so we’re constantly changing everything to figure out 
the best way to take care of people and their health.

It was a running joke between all of us that peo-
ple love not to wear their shoes when they go to the 
bathroom. I don’t know why, but they do. Now people 
are not only wearing their shoes, but they’re wearing 
gloves, they’re wearing face masks.

A week ago is when it hit the fan. American tells 
us in training that flight attendants are supposed to 
be palm trees – no matter where the wind blows, no 
matter what hurricane we end up in, we are supposed 
to go with the flow. But to be honest, this situation is 
something that hasn’t occurred in the aviation indus-
try since 9/11.

American began to expand the list of routes affect-
ed by the virus. First, they suspended flights to China. 
Then, cut Milan back. Our JFK to Rome was supposed 
to start at the end of March, so they pushed that back. 
Then we lost Paris.

All of a sudden, all of Europe was basically quaran-
tined. That’s when we all were like: “Okay, this is le-
git.” Right now, all of us are clutching our pearls, won-
dering when domestic travel will cease and hoping it 
doesn’t happen.

We don’t have full flights any more. My flights dur-
ing the last week have gone from being super full to 
half full, and then it’s just wavering depending on the 
route.

People are so afraid of everything. They don’t want a 
glass of water. They don’t want a pre-wrapped cookie. 
They don’t want anything during the food and drink 
service, which is why service is going so quickly. 

People are just trying to get from point A to point B. 
In the past week and a half, there’s hasn’t been a line 
to the bathroom on a flight. I’m terrified airline work-
ers are going to get furloughed because of the domino 
effect of the airlines losing money and travel restric-
tions.

Last night when I got home from JFK at 10:30 p.m., 
I saw that United Airlines’ CEO sent all employees an 
email saying they’re reducing their workforce by a cer-
tain percentage. Norwegian Air, which is in Europe, is 
shuttering 90 per cent. Flybe, a regional airline in the 
UK, just collapsed because of the coronavirus. Now it’s 
United saying: “Hey, we may have to furlough 50 per 
cent of our workforce.”

A furlough is when a company says you’re getting 
laid off, but whenever we rebound, that’s when you 
have a job again. You don’t know when you’re going to 
get the letter that you’re on the front lines again.

It could be two months from now; it could be six 
months from now or ten years. You could get fur-
loughed multiple times. They bring you back, some-
thing else happens, they furlough you again.

I have always loved aviation. I am from Eastern 
Kentucky, where having a career is almost impossible 
because there are not many opportunities. As a flight 
attendant, I have health insurance, I have a savings ac-
count. These are things that most people in Eastern 
Kentucky don’t have.

I’ll be 27 in two weeks, and I’m the breadwinner of 
my immediate family. If I get furloughed, I go from 
having job security to not having a career overnight. 
That is why we are terrified right now in the aviation 
industry.

I could get a text or an email from the company in 
the middle of the night, which means I won’t be able 
to pay rent and I won’t have health insurance. I will 
have to jump through hoops to get pay protected for 
the trips lost or to collect unemployment benefits.

Being a flight attendant is not just a job, it’s a career. 
It’s not easy to become a flight attendant. Not only 
did I have application processes and interviews, I had 
weeks and weeks of safety training.

I’m not just there to pour your Coke; I’m there in 
case anything happens. It’s not like we’re just pulled 
off the street. We are truly educated and trained.

We put so much hard work into this career. That’s 

Covid-19 – and the American flight attendant who fears being grounded 
why it’s so surreal for all of 
us to wrap our brains around 
this situation – wow, this 
could be gone in an hour.

Say I’m working tomor-
row and I have an overnight 
in Atlanta or the Caribbean, 
and then all of a sudden they 
furlough or there’s a quaran-
tine or all of New York City 
is locked down. Am I stuck in 
this hotel in Atlanta for the 
foreseeable future? How do 
I get home? What happens 
then? The heaviest part of it 
all is the unknown.

	
•	 GEN, where 

Michelle Legro is Deputy 
Editor, is a San Francisco 
Medium Daily Digest pub-
lication about politics, 
power, and culture based 
in San Francisco.
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Seven ways to fix Nigeria’s leadership crisis
By Kingsley Moghalu, 

T
he Coronavirus Disease-2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic has 
changed the world as we 
knew it. By the time this is all 

over and, hopefully, treatment and 
vaccine developed, economies will 
lie prostrate, globalization will be in 
retreat, and governments may rise 
and fall. Leadership and its respons-
es have been tested from Beijing to 
Rome, from Seoul to Washington DC, 
and from Abuja to Pretoria. Well be-
yond the roving virus, Nigeria has long 
been afflicted with its own, pre-COVID 
ailment: a scarcity of leadership com-
bined with a preponderance of toxic 
politics that has left us a broken coun-
try. The economy has long been ane-
mic. Poverty reigns. Sectarian agen-
das, distrust and conflict, promoted 
by individuals in positions of author-
ity, have prevented our country from 
becoming a nation with any unity of 
purpose. Boko Haram has waged war 
on us, undefeated, for the past decade.

How will we select our leaders in 
the post-COVID world, seeing how we 
have for decades failed to invest in our 
health system? Nigerians are so poor 
they refuse to stay at home to protect 
their health because absence from 
their daily hustle is equal to death 
from hunger. No electricity. No run-
ning water to wash our hands. And 
in many parts of the country, “social 
distance” is a strange joke. The physi-
cal and communal warmth in our 
cultures will brook no interference 
from COVID. Some imams and pas-
tors, steeped in conspiracy theories, 
remain completely obliviousness to 
public health and science by insisting 
on holding worship congregations.

Leadership determines the progress 
or failure of nations. It is a sacred re-
sponsibility. We have a choice to seek 
its real emergence in the Nigerian pol-
ity in a proactive manner, or to wallow 
in short-term thinking and activity, go-
ing around in circles and ever remain-
ing an “under-developmental” state. 
Here are seven ways we can fix our 
leadership crisis.

First, we need to be clear in our 
minds about what leadership re-
ally means, what we should have but 
don’t. Leadership is the ability to in-
spire, motivate, and mobilize a unit of 
human beings – family, organization, 
institution, state or country – to make 
steady and measurable progress. This 
ability is strongly linked with vision. 

To inspire and mobilize, the leader 
must have a clear destination in mind. 
Where are we coming from? Where 
are we going? Where do we need to 
get to, and how do we get there? What 
values, ambitions and strategies to 
attain those ambitions will drive this 
journey?

Without this worldview, a strategic 
ambition placed in the context of do-
mestic and external realities, a coun-
try like ours can exist, alright. We have 
plodded along for a while now, “sur-
viving”, frequently on the edge of the 
precipice but (so far) always pulling 
back from the brink. But this pattern 
won’t take the 100 million Nigerians 
living in extreme poverty anywhere 
near prosperity. Instead, we should 
be thriving. This is the difference be-
tween becoming the “black China”, 
on the one hand, and the strategic 
war-game scenarios in Western intel-
ligence agencies that “an implosion of 
a country of 200 million people will 
unleash a flood of refugees”, on its re-
gion and the world. In one scenario, 
we take our destiny in our hands and 
create the future we want. In another, 
we are a problem that the world’s stra-
tegic thinkers worry about.

Leadership also calls for an ability to 
manage risk. As a summary of Dr. Ben 
Carson’s book “Take the Risk” puts it: 
“No risk, pay the cost; know risk, reap 
the reward”. Choices have to be made, 

and all choices have consequenc-
es. Sound, informed, strategic 
choices lead to progress. The 
complacent worship of the fa-
miliar, the gods of small things 
like crude-oil dependency, the 
pursuit of ethnic and religious 
hegemony in a plural and secular 
state, lead only to poverty and 
conflict.

Second, we must now make 
our politics a real leadership se-
lection process. It is increasingly 
obvious that the current contra-
dictions of the Nigerian state can-
not be sustained for much longer. 
Something will have to give. Who 
has the vision, the capacity and 
the competence to lead Nigeria 
into the 21st Century as a mod-
ern, prosperous and stable na-
tion? This is the central issue we 
must address, as our politicians 
joust for power in 2023.

Third, Nigeria’s next politi-
cal leadership should emerge 
through a process of negotiated 
consensus, and then placed into 
an electoral process in all or the 
leading political parties. This is 
what happened in 1999. It is not 
ideal, but the times call for it. Our 
politics has become so broken in 
the past decade that, left to itself, 
and with “democratic” outcomes 
determined mainly by financial 

inducement, it is unlikely to pro-
duce the leader Nigeria needs 
now. Realistically, this negotia-
tion needs to take place within 
and across the political parties, 
ethnic blocks, civil society, tra-
ditional rulers, elder statemen 
including our former presidents, 
youth, and gender. While, for 
now, the APC and the PDP are 
the dominant parties, we cannot 
write off the possible emergence 
of a strong third force combin-
ing “new breed” with disaffected 
members of the old order.

Fourth, the role of equity and 
justice in nation-building must 
be frontally addressed. It’s possi-
ble to do so without compromis-
ing the emergence of competent 
leadership. The unique political 
positioning of the Igbo of South-
eastern Nigeria since the civil 
war 50 years ago, and the need 
to achieve true national recon-
ciliation from that trauma, is an 
important factor in the future 
of Nigeria. Candidates from the 
major ethnic groups – Yoruba, 
Hausa-Fulani — and a Niger Delta 
minority, have been voted into 
office by every part of Nigeria, 
the Igbo Southeast included. But 
Nigeria has yet to elect an Igbo as 
its president.

Beyond the sad reality of its 
ethnic geo-politics, what Nige-
ria needs most is good, compe-
tent leadership. That possibil-
ity abounds in every part of our 
country, including the Southeast. 
But, given Nigeria’s quest for 
nationhood and the country’s 
already frayed existence, the op-
portunity exists to kill two birds 
with one stone. Even more fun-
damental is the imperative of a 
new constitution that returns Ni-
geria to a true federal structure. 
Without a constitutional restruc-
turing of Nigeria, the country has 
no future, as economic progress 
and political stability will re-
main elusive. Our next national 
political leadership selection 
must squarely address these re-
lated issues of national equity 
and constitutional reform.

Fifth, fixing Nigeria’s leader-
ship crisis requires that the mid-
dle class, intellectuals and youth 
consciously engage in politics. 
Ideas rule the world – at least in 
the parts of it that are making 

real progress. Our independence 
struggle and post-independence 
politics were led by intellectu-
als and professionals from the 
middle class. Nnamdi Azikiwe, 
Obafemi Awolowo and Ahmadu 
Bello wrote tomes to express 
their ideas. Today, philistines 
and “mumullectuals” have large-
ly replaced thinking people as 
leaders. If we are to secure the 
future of our children, Nigeria’s 
middle class must reclaim its 
surrendered space and retire 
from its self-inflicted political 
apathy. That future is threatened 
by weak economic management 
and a return to debt slavery. Our 
youth should take its future in 
their own hands. They should 
(a) join political parties and en-
gage in structural politics, as 
opposed to just activism or an 
ineffectual obsession with social 
media; (b) register to vote and 
vote in elections, regardless of 
distractions and obstacles; and 
(c) run for office where they 
have the relevant qualifications 
and experience.

Sixth, electoral reform is job 
number one in Nigeria today. 
Without it, we have a democracy 
in name only, a hollow ritual. 
The recommended negotiated 
consensus towards new political 
leadership in 2023 must include 
extensive reform of our electoral 
laws and institutions before the 
end of 2020.

Finally, reading is essential for 
leaders, because leadership can 
be learned from reading and from 
training. I recall my interview on 
CNN Television on this subject 
some years ago. The program 
“Reading for Leading”, anchored 
by the inimitable Richard Quest, 
interviewed global business and 
economic leaders on how read-
ing made them better leaders. As 
Admiral James Stavridis (rtd), for-
mer Supreme Allied Commander 
of NATO and until recently Dean 
of The Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy at Tufts Uni-
versity writes in “The Leader’s 
Bookshelf,” his book on leader-
ship, reading is essential for good 
leadership because it helps us 
evaluate ourselves (“what would 
I have done in that situation?”), 
allows us to think deeply about 
who our heroes and role models 

are, sharpens our written com-
munication skills, and improves 
our leadership skills.

We have excellent leadership 
in the Nigerian private sector, but 
we need much more of that lead-
ership caliber in the public sector 
in order to create the enabling 
environment for mass wealth 
creation. Nigerian corporations 
train their staff in leadership to 
a far greater extent than the pub-
lic sector. The Central Bank of 
Nigeria in my time was a major 
exception. We invested heavily 
in leadership and other training 
for the staff and management, 
and I hope it has remained so. 
My leadership vision was shaped 
in the reserve bank by such rich 
executive education programs 
in leadership as Harvard Busi-
ness School’s “Making Corporate 
Boards More Effective,” Harvard 
Kennedy School’s “Leading Eco-
nomic Growth,” and the Whar-
ton School of Business at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania’s “Global 
Strategic Leadership.”

Leadership training should 
be more institutionalized in the 
civil service. Rare for an African 
country, Ethiopia has a civil ser-
vice university. Political parties 
should have their officials and 
candidates trained in leadership 
at home and abroad. In early 
2019, I concluded consultations 
on my planned presidential run 
with a visit to my old boss at the 
United Nations, the late former 
secretary-general Kofi Annan. 
When I mentioned this matter 
of leadership training and pre-
paredness for aspiring or serving 
political leaders as we chatted in 
his office in Geneva, the sage dip-
lomat smiled. With a twinkle in 
his eye, he gave me advice: “Don’t 
call it ‘leadership training,’ Kings-
ley.” “African politicians don’t be-
lieve they have anything to learn 
from anyone. What you do is to 
invite them to a ‘leadership con-
ference.’ Wisdom. Three gbosas 
to “leadership conferences!”

•Kingsley Moghalu, a former 
deputy governor of the Central 
Bank of Nigeria and a presi-
dential candidate in 2019, is 
the Convener of To Build a Na-
tion (TBAN), a non-partisan 
citizen’s movement for elector-
al and constitutional reform.

Covid-19: Restricting dog walking, exercise and alcohol could be detrimental to mental health
By  Leandri Hattingh   

T
he reason, I suspect, why 
many clung so passionately 
to the possibility of being 
able to go for a walk or a jog 

amid the initial confusion about the 
regulations is because it seemed to be 
their last available coping tool. 

At a time of suffering for everyone, 
the vulnerable are at risk of suffer-
ing exponentially. As we grapple with 
unprecedented events amid the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, those facing mental 
health challenges are particularly 
vulnerable and the number of people 
who fall in this category will increase.

Judging by the trivialisation of the 
matter by the ministers of police and 
transport and the absence of provi-
sion for support for mental health 
challenges and exacerbations as a 
consequence of this situation, there 
appears to be little regard for mental 
health in the South African govern-
ment’s lockdown plan. The country’s 
history of mental health neglect con-
tinues, even in the face of what is 
possibly its gravest threat to mental 
health to date.

The lockdown and extremity of 
the regulations released by the gov-
ernment on 25 March effectively 
strip people of their capacity to 
self-determination. According to the 
UN’s Inter-Agency Standing Commit-
tee, “persons in quarantine who can 
make choices during their day (eg 
meal choices), have access to struc-
tured activities, (and) have a rou-
tine… are likely to cope better than 
individuals confined to an isolated 
area with decreased autonomy.”

Amid the panic of an invisible 
mortal threat, armed forces being 
deployed to make sure people don’t 
live their lives as normal, with lim-

ited access to only the most basic 
of services and goods, and sudden 
financial insecurity for many, South 
Africans now also have very limited 
options in coping with their distress. 
They are separated from family 
and close human interaction. They 
are confined to one space with no 
chance of escape. The reason, I sus-
pect, why many clung so passion-
ately to the possibility of being able 
to go for a walk or a jog amid the ini-
tial confusion about the regulations 
is because it seemed to be their last 
available coping tool.

And though this may seem trivial 
compared to dying on a ventilator, it 
is not. In its advice on mental health 
during the Covid-19 outbreak, the 
World Health Organisation encour-
ages people to “engage in healthy 
activities that (they) enjoy and find 
relaxing”, and to exercise regularly. 
While some — especially those who 
are well resourced and live on large 
properties — will still find ways to 
do this, many will not. Other gov-
ernments have recognised this, and 
some have made specific provisions 
in their isolation approaches to in-
clude limited outdoor exercise and 
dog walking.

The sudden ban on alcohol sales 
and transportation will have men-
tal health consequences as well. 
While an alcohol-free society may 
theoretically be a mental health 
panacea, such an abrupt change may 
have dangerous mental and physical 
health consequences. Sudden alco-
hol withdrawal may lead to aggres-
sive behaviour, and can, in severe 
cases, be fatal. Those who had the 
means to stockpile alcohol prior to 
the lockdown may turn to excessive 
consumption as a coping mechanism.

It seems that the government is also 

underestimating the potential impact 
of this decision and has provided no 
indication of additional support for 
those suffering from alcohol misuse 
problems. The lockdown also means 
that Alcoholics Anonymous and oth-
er support meetings have abruptly 
halted. Many people in recovery from 
alcohol and other substance misuse 
problems are reliant on these. Yet, 
the minister of police simply warns 
people to stay sober.

While it is understandable that the 
government aimed to keep the regu-
lations as simple as possible to ease 
enforcement, the derisive attitude of 
the leadership of the enforcers sug-

gests a lack of appreciation for the 
gravity, extremity and potentially 
harmful consequences of the regula-
tions. Whereas there has been recog-
nition and an attempt to mitigate the 
economic impact, mental health has 
been treated with indifference.

While the grave suffering it can 
cause cannot be discounted, mental 
illness can be fatal too. Social iso-
lation is a strongly associated risk 
factor for suicide. Coupled with un-
precedented, worldwide anxiety and 
uncertainty, and the sudden strip-
ping of normal coping mechanisms, 
it would be foolish not to expect dire 
and significant mental health conse-

quences. Government has a responsi-
bility to protect us all, and especially 
the vulnerable. Those with mental 
illness are particularly vulnerable un-
der these circumstances.

As per the Inter-Agency Standing 
Committee, mental health and psy-
chosocial support should be a core 
component of any public health re-
sponse to the Covid-19 outbreak:

“Understanding and addressing 
mental health and psychosocial con-
siderations will be key to stopping 
transmission and preventing the risk 
of long-term repercussion on the 
population’s well-being and capacity 
to cope with adversity.”

We can be sure of significant adver-
sity facing our country in the coming 
years. We cannot afford to neglect our 
mental capacity to do so. While we 
engage in the most extreme measures 
to limit deaths from Covid-19, we can-
not watch idly as suicide rates rise.

This article by the University of 
Cape Town’s Alan J Flisher Centre 
for Public Mental Health makes 
useful suggestions on mitigations 
of the mental health impact. Dy-
ing from Covid-19 disease is not 
our only present threat. This is not 
a time to continue our neglect of 
mental health.

President  
Muhammadu 
Buhari 
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By Nomfundo Ramalekana 
and Sandy Fredman  

Only by keeping the values 
of Ubuntu, equality, love and 
care at the front and centre of 
our response to Covid-19 will 
we be able to get through this 
epidemic as a global community. 
This applies in particular to sup-
port to people in SMEs and the 
informal sector who are foreign 
migrants. 

The South African govern-
ment’s Debt Relief Finance 
Scheme is a lifeline for small 
businesses struggling to sur-
vive the lockdown. The scheme, 
launched by the Department of 
Small Business Development, is 

designed to support small and 
medium enterprises “which are 
negatively affected, directly or 
indirectly, due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic to mitigate against 
job losses and the expected 
harsh economic impact”. 

But many SMEs are left to face 
the crisis alone, even though 
they legally own businesses, 
provide vital local services, and 
employ people. This is because, 
in order to benefit from the re-
lief scheme, a business must be 
100% South African owned and 
70% of its employees must be 
South African citizens. 

In the midst of an unprece-
dented crisis, it remains crucial 
for the government to heed its 

constitutional obligations. 
Discrimination against non-

citizens was declared unfair by 
the Constitutional Court over 
20 years ago in Larbi-Odam, 
when it struck down a scheme 
requiring teachers to be citizens 
as a condition of permanent em-
ployment. Distinctions on the 
ground of citizenship, like those 
on the ground of race and gen-
der, were recognised as capable 
of impairing the “fundamental 
human dignity of persons as hu-
man beings”. 

Nor, for this purpose, was 
there a distinction between non-
citizens who were permanent 
residents and those who were 
temporary.  In 2004, in Khosa v 

Minister of Social Development, 
the court emphasised again that 
in the light of the inherent “equal 
dignity” of all, nobody should be 
unfairly discriminated against 
on the grounds of their citizen-
ship.

The government might argue 
that, given that resources are 
limited, they should be reserved 
for South African citizens. But a 
similar argument, namely that it 
was legitimate to discriminate 
against non-citizens to reduce 
unemployment among South 
African teachers, was rejected 
by the Constitutional Court in 
Larbi-Odam.   Although reduc-
ing unemployment for citizens 
might sometimes be legitimate, 

it could not compromise the pri-
mary aim. 

If the purpose of the Debt Re-
lief Finance Scheme is to provide 
support to businesses negatively 
affected by Covid-19, in particular 
to mitigate job loss, the exclusion-
ary criteria are arbitrary.   In its 
current form, the relief scheme 
is likely to have a devastating 
impact on workers employed by 
businesses that do not meet the 
100% South African ownership 
threshold or do not employ a 
minimum of 70% South African 
citizens The South African gov-
ernment’s Debt Relief Finance 
Scheme is a lifeline for both citi-
zens and non-citizen workers. 
In a country which already has a 

high-level of unemployment, this 
will have a devastating impact 
on the lives of many workers. Of 
course, the worst affected will be 
the black poor. 

All SMEs, regardless of the pat-
terns of ownership or employ-
ment, contribute to the economy, 
through providing employment, 
services and taxes. If the govern-
ment is genuinely concerned 
to tie the relief to measures de-
signed to secure jobs and keep 
the small and medium business 
running, there are clearly other, 
non-discriminatory means to do 
so. 

The Khosa case is particularly 
pertinent here. In that  case, the 
court was considering the con-

stitutionality of the exclusion of 
permanent residents from ac-
cessing social welfare. Finding 
the exclusion unconstitutional, 
the court reasoned that, in light 
of the contribution that non-citi-
zens make to the welfare system 
through the payment of taxes, 
their exclusion from receiving 
social benefits creates the im-
pression that they are inferior to 
citizens and less worthy of social 
assistance. 

The same can be said about 
the government’s Covid-19 relief 
package. The determining factor 
of whether a policy amounts to 
unfair discrimination is its im-
pact on the person or group dis-
criminated against. 

Need for govt’s SME relief package to ensure fair deal for non-citizens

By Francis Kajubi

THE National Identifica-
tion Authority (NIDA) has 
pledged to continue trans-
ferring its staff to other 
public entities   in efforts 
to  solve complaints raised 
by the public and foster ef-
ficiency in its daily opera-
tions.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam 
over the weekend, NIDA’s 
Director General, Dr Anorld 
Kihaule told the press that 
his office was committed  
to seeing every department 
of the authority adhere to  
duties effectively especial-
ly at the present moment 
that millions of Tanzanians 
whom have already regis-
tered await  for their nation-
al IDs.

“In a move to attract effi-
ciency and transparency in 
the authority’s operations I 

have transferred 25 workers 
from the list of my staff to 
other public entities and get 
new ones from such entities 
to replace them. The trans-
fer had been done between 
the 2nd and 3rd of April this 
year and they have all re-
ported  at their new places 
of work,” said Dr Kihaule.

According to him, the over-
night immediate transfer of 
staff was the implementa-
tion of the directives issued 
by the Minister for Home Af-
fairs George Simbachawene 
on 1st April that stressed 
on immediate actions to be 
put in place   what he  had 
portrayed as negligence by 
some of the authority’s em-
ployees for not being fully 
responsible for their as-
signed duties hence tainting  
the institution image before 
the   public.

The minister however  ex-

plained that he would him-
self conduct a serious re-
shuffle if nothing   was not 
done in a short time and 
would not hesitate to take  
stern actions.

“I would like  to see  NIDA 
playing its role accordingly 
rather than raising doubts 
and questions from the pub-
lic against the authority’s 
delivery capacity,” said the 
minister last Wednesday 
when he spoke to the press 
in Dodoma.

Simbachawene further 
said that as of March 27 this 
year, about 21 million Tan-
zanians had been identified 
and registered out of the 27 
million targeted in the pro-
cess. Out of them 17.8 mil-
lion Tanzanians had already 
received their national iden-
tification number (NIN) and 
six million have so far re-
ceived their identity cards.

 NIDA streamlines its  staff operations  

PARIS

THE Executive Director of the 
International Energy Agency 
(IEA), Dr Fatih Birol, has urged 
stakeholders to not lose sight 
of climate change challenges 
as they tackle the impact of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19).

He said that while the spread 
of COVID-19 “is turning into an 
unprecedented international 
crisis, with serious repercus-
sions for people’s health and 
economic activity… the effects 
are likely to be temporary.”

Birol continued: “Meanwhile, 
the threat posed by climate 
change will remain. We should 
not allow today’s crisis to com-
promise our efforts to tackle 
the world’s inescapable chal-

lenge.”
The IEA executive noted that 

as governments continue to 
draw up stimulus plans to coun-
ter the economic damage from 
coronavirus, these packages 
“offer an excellent opportunity 
to ensure that the essential task 
of building a secure and sus-
tainable energy future doesn’t 
get lost amid the flurry of im-
mediate priorities”.

He urged that large-scale 
investment to boost the de-
velopment, deployment and 
integration of clean energy 
technologies such as solar, 
wind, hydrogen, batteries and 
carbon capture should be “a 
central part of governments’ 
plans because it will bring the 
twin benefits of stimulating 

economies and accelerating 
clean energy transitions.

“The progress this will 
achieve in transforming coun-
tries’ energy infrastructure 
won’t be temporary – it can 
make a lasting difference to our 
future.”

Opportunities for invest-
ments

The IEA director highlighted 
that hydrogen and carbon cap-
ture, in particular, are in need 
of major investment to scale 
them up and bring down costs.

“This could be helped by cur-
rent interest rate levels, which 
were already low and are de-
clining further, making the fi-
nancing of big projects more 
affordable. Governments can 
make clean energy even more 

attractive to private investors 
by providing guarantees and 
contracts to reduce financial 
risks.”

Birol said these steps are “ex-
tremely important because the 
combination of the coronavirus 
and volatile market conditions 
will distract the attention of 
policy makers, business leaders 
and investors away from clean 
energy transitions”.

“This situation is a test of 
governments and companies’ 
commitment. Observers will 
quickly notice if their empha-
sis on clean energy transitions 
fades when market conditions 
become more challenging.”

Sign up for the ESI Africa 
newsletter

Birol also warns that the cor-

onavirus brings other dangers 
for clean energy transitions. 
“China, the country most heav-
ily affected by the virus initially, 
is the main global production 
source of many clean energy 
technologies, such as solar pan-
els, wind turbines and batteries 
for electric cars.

 The Chinese economy was 
severely disrupted during the 
government’s efforts to contain 
the virus, especially in Febru-
ary, causing potential supply 
chain bottlenecks for some 
technologies and components.

“This is why governments 
need to make sure they keep 
clean energy transitions front 
of mind as they respond to this 
fast-evolving crisis.”

He cited IEA analysis that 

shows that governments di-
rectly or indirectly drive more 
than 70% of global energy in-
vestments. 

“They have a historic oppor-
tunity today to steer those in-
vestments onto a more sustain-
able path.”

Join discussions on Invest-
ment and Strategy at the Afri-
can Utility Week and POWER-
GEN Africa conference. Click 
here to register to attend or for 
more information about the 
event.

Birol concedes that we may 
well see CO2 emissions fall this 
year as a result of the impact of 
the coronavirus on economic 
activity, particularly trans-
port, but adds that “it is very 
important to understand that 

this would not be the result 
of governments and compa-
nies adopting new policies and 
strategies. It would most likely 
be a short-term blip that could 
well be followed by a rebound 
in emissions growth as eco-
nomic activity ramps back up”.

He stressed that govern-
ments “can use the current sit-
uation to step up their climate 
ambitions and launch sustaina-
ble stimulus packages focused 
on clean energy technologies. 

The coronavirus crisis is al-
ready doing significant dam-
age around the world. Rather 
than compounding the tragedy 
by allowing it to hinder clean 
energy transitions, we need to 
seize the opportunity to help 
accelerate them”.

IEA calls for continued climate solutions investments amid COVID-19

By Steve Sandford, Krabi, Thai-
land

CONSERVATION groups are con-
cerned the wildlife trade will be al-
lowed to resume as China begins to 
ease restrictions on movement and 
work in areas of the country hit hard-
est by COVID-19, which could pose a 
threat to human health.  

The wildlife trade in Asia is big busi-
ness; China’s annual wildlife trade 
market is estimated  to be worth more 
than $7 billion, “and this goes up ten-
fold when you include the business 
surrounding it,” according to Steve 
Galster, founder of Freeland, a Bang-
kok-based environmental conserva-
tion and human rights organization.  

 Most experts are calling for a per-
manent ban on the trade and con-
sumption of wild animals.  

 “We’re not talking about banning 
deer or duck hunting. We’re talking 
about ending the global commercial 

trade in wild animals,” Galster said.
 Asia’s appetite for pangolins and 

other wildlife led to several virus out-
breaks in the early 2000s including 
the SARS pandemic and bird flu.

 Coronavirus transmission was be-
lieved to have occurred from bats to 
civets and pangolins, whose scales 
are highly valued in traditional Chi-
nese medicine.

  China temporarily shut down wild-
life markets in January, warning that 
eating wild animals posed a health 
and safety threat. The country took 
similar action in 2003 during the 
spread of SARS, severe acute respira-
tory syndrome.

 None of the past animal-borne dis-
eases have had the coronavirus’s dev-
astating effect, though.

 Dr. Wittaya Reongkovit, a Thai 
public health officer was working in 
Bangkok during the SARS outbreak 
that began in November 2002 and 

Conservation groups 
fear wildlife trade 
will resume as China 
lifting restrictions

spread to 29 countries, including Thailand.
 “This pandemic is spreading faster right now 

but we also have better and faster communica-
tion in the era of big data on a real timeline and 
that is helping develop our newer biotechnol-
ogy,” Wittaya said.

“If they can ban the wildlife trade perma-
nently it will be good because many people in 

Asia like to eat the wildlife meat raw or barely 
cooked because it is in their tradition,” he said.

 “If you cook and clean the meat properly it 
is much safer but people in the poorer areas of 
Asia are without access to proper hygiene and 
nutrition.”

 As China continues easing restrictions in for-
mer COVID-19 hotbeds, conservation groups 

say they will continue applying pressure to ban wildlife 
trade and the deadly viruses that come with it.  

“There are divisions within the Chinese government 
now on whether to keep a strict ban, or eventually loosen 
it up,” Galster said.

 “If we don’t treat the cause of this mess, current efforts 
will amount to expensive Band-Aids the that need fre-
quent changing,” adds Galster.

A man wearing a protective face mask walks by a government poster promoting the protection of wildlife animals following the coronavirus outbreak, in Beijing, 
China. 
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Kansiime and her daughters arrive at the Mbarara Hospital. The three family members all live with HIV and go to the clinic regularly to collect 
their medication. “When I go to hospital, I am surrounded by other women who have come for treatment. We are there for the same reason,” 
Kansiime says. “This has helped me overcome stigma and given me strength.” Credit: UNICEF 

Coronavirus proves need for free healthcare for all– now
By Winnie Byanyima  and Agencies  

 

T
he multi-layered crisis of the 
Coronavirus epidemic has been a 
dramatic shock to everyone. But, 
to communities affected by HIV 

and AIDS, the crisis has not only brought a 
further shock to already vulnerable people, 
it has brought other reactions too – a trou-
bling sense of déjà vu, and a passionate, 
empathetic, fierce solidarity with all those 
affected by Coronavirus.

No two pandemics are the same. All re-
quire a specific, tailored, response. But 
we also have a duty, when dangerous, un-
just and unsustainable structural weak-
nesses are exposed by one pandemic, left 
unresolved, and then jeopardize the fight 
against a second pandemic, to ensure that 
we don’t wait for the third.

Everyone involved in the fight against 
AIDS is determined to do everything we 
can to support all those affected by the 
Coronavirus epidemic. We are by your side. 
We waited years for many of the break-
throughs we fought for, and we are still 
waiting for many others; we refuse to let 
leaders make you wait in this new crisis as 
they have made us wait. The time to fix the 
rips in our social fabric is now.

The HIV community has joined the emer-
gency response in solidarity with those af-
fected, and has joined too in insisting that 
leaders recognize that healthcare is a pub-
lic good – that the health of each of us de-
pends on the health of all of us.

 Healthcare must be provided to all, 
free of charge, funded by public revenue. 
Quality health care is a human right, not a 
privilege, and should never depend on how 
much money you have in your pocket.

Governments must provide publicly 
funded health care for all people, through 
progressive tax systems in which everyone, 
including the super-rich and large corpo-
rations, pay their fair share. Public health 
systems must deliver services that reach 
people most in need.

As part of this, governments must sup-
port services which are community-led 
AND publicly-funded. Cutting-edge medi-
cines and health care must be delivered af-
fordably and to scale, to everyone no mat-
ter where they live.

User fees are false economy and a grave 
injustice – they are a tax on the sick that in-
creases mortality and morbidity, and exac-
erbates poverty and inequities.

Decades of experience have shown that 
these charges deter people, especially low-
income households, from using the health 
services they need, deepen poverty, and 
are highly inefficient and regressive ways 
to finance health care.

Their most obscene incarnation sees, in 
several countries, hospital wards turned 
into debtors’ prisons of patients chained 
to their beds until their families sell assets 
or borrow from money-lenders to release 
their loved-ones.

Even in other, more “moderate”, incarna-
tions user fees see families bankrupted or 
left landless and powerless by the costs of 
care, and people left to die because they 
can’t afford the fees. Three people every 

based system worked just fine. But the 
damage of that system has now been 
exposed to everybody. Health for all is 
central to resolving this pandemic.

The best time to provide health for 
all has already passed. And the sec-
ond-best time is now.

Healthcare in Uganda

From Wikipedia, the free encyclope-
dia Jump to navigation Jump to search 

Uganda’s health system is composed 
of health services delivered to the pub-
lic sector, by private providers, and by 
traditional and complementary health 
practitioners. It also includes commu-
nity-based health care and health pro-
motion activities. 

 

Structure of health system
The not-for-profit providers are run 

on a national and local basis and 78 per 
cent are religiously based.  Three main 
providers include the Uganda Catho-
lic Medical Bureau, Uganda Protes-
tant Medical Bureau, and the Uganda 
Muslim Medical Bureau. Nongovern-
mental organizations have emerged 
as the prominent not-for-profit organi-
zations for HIV/AIDS counseling and 
treatment.  The for-profit providers in-
clude clinics and informal drug stores. 
Formal providers include medical and 
dental practitioners, nurses and mid-
wives, pharmacies, and allied health 

medicines.  

Health system performance
A comprehensive review of Ugan-

da’s Health System conducted in 2011 
by USAID uncovered strengths and 
weaknesses of the health system, or-
ganized around the six technical build-
ing blocks of health system that were 
defined by the WHO. In summary, the 
assessment found that whereas sig-
nificant efforts are being implemented 
to qualitatively and quantitatively im-
prove health in Uganda, more needs to 
be done to focus on the poor, improve 
engagement of the private-for-profit 
sector, enhance efficiency, strengthen 
stakeholder coordination, improve 
service quality, and stimulate consum-
er-based advocacy for better health.  

The Ministry of Health (MOH) also 
conducts annual health sector perfor-
mance appraisals that assess health 
system performance and monitor pro-
gress in delivery of the UNMHCP.  The 
2011 USAID report assessing Uganda’s 
health care system pointed to the fact 
that the UNMHCP often sets health 
sector targets and activities without an 
adequate analysis of the costs involved 
or the implementation of measures to 
allocate required resources appropri-
ately.  

A number of factors affect the qual-
ity of services in Uganda, including the 
shortage of healthcare workers and 
lack of trust in them, a lack of needed 
treatments, high costs, and long dis-
tances to facilities.  In 2009, a survey 
conducted of Ugandan patients indi-
cated a decline in the performance 
of the public sector health services. 
These were indicated through com-
ments about poor sanitation, a lack 
of professionals and drugs and equip-
ment, long wait times, inadequate pre-
ventative care, a poor referral system, 
rude health workers, and lack of ser-
vices for vulnerable populations like 
the poor and elderly.  The quality of 
services affects utilization in different 
ways, including preventing patients 
from seeking out delivery services or 
leading them to see traditional pro-
viders, self-medicate, and decide not 
to seek formal care or seeing private 
providers.  

Health workforce
There is a significant shortage of 

health workers in Uganda. A Human 
Resources for Health Policy is in place 
to guide recruitment, deployment, 
and retention of health staff. In spite 
of this, shortages of health workers 
persist. According to a 2009 published 
report, there is one doctor for every 
7,272 Ugandans. The related statistic 
is 1:36,810 for nurse/midwifery pro-
fessionals. The shortages are worse in 
rural areas where 80 per cent of the 
population resides, as 70 percent of 
all doctors are practicing in urban ar-
eas.  There are 61 institutions that train 
health workers, with five medical col-
leges, twenty-seven allied health train-
ing schools, and twenty nine nursing 
schools. 

second are pushed into extreme poverty from pay-
ing for healthcare.

Charging for healthcare does not only hurt those 
directly affected – it puts all of us at risk. Covid-19 
won’t be stopped if some people can’t afford testing 
or treatment.

As (former UN Secretary-General) Ban Ki-Moon 
noted in January, before this epidemic exploded: 
“Out-of-pocket health spending has been rising, 
meaning that more people are being impoverished 
because of health costs.

This not only undermines achieving universal 
health care, it is also a threat to global health secu-
rity. High private health spending also inhibits pro-
gress towards other Sustainable Development Goals 
including eliminating poverty, reducing inequality 
and achieving gender equality.”

After the horrors of World War II, several Europe-
an countries and Japan introduced universal health 
care. After the financial and AIDS crises hit, Thailand 
did. All these universal health coverage (UHC) re-
forms delivered massive health and economic ben-
efits to the people.

Now, in this crisis, leaders across the world have 
an opportunity to build the health systems that were 
always needed, and which now cannot be delayed 
any longer.

Countries don’t have to be rich to provide free 
health care for all – as Sri Lanka has long shown. And 
the impact from removing fees is proven and pro-
found. Jamaica saw improved access to health ser-
vices among children and teenagers after it changed 
its policy on user fees in 2007, with the poorest peo-
ple benefiting the most.

Sierra Leone showed that even in fragile settings, 
fee removals, properly planned and implemented, 
improve health systems and protect the vulnerable.

But globally the pace of progress is much too slow, 
and the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic is testi-
mony that financial leaders have underestimated 
the economic risks of low investments in equitable 
health.

In addressing the current crisis, one major practi-
cal action that leaders can implement immediately 
is to launch truly universal, publicly-financed health 
care reforms to cover their entire population – not 
only for Covid-19 services but for all services.

This would cost around 1-2% GDP in the short-
term, not enormous compared with some of the 
massive fiscal stimuluses already being planned.

The international community too has a profound 
moral obligation, and collective self-interest, in 
backing the expansion of universal healthcare by 
supporting moratoriums on debt repayments to 
free up resources of developing countries to invest 
in their healthcare systems.

As the UN Secretary-General has urged leaders 
to remember, “we are only as strong as the weakest 
health system in our interconnected world.”

Bilateral donors and international financial insti-
tutions including the World Bank and IMF should 
also offer grants – not loans – to address the social 
and economic impacts of the pandemic on the poor 
and most vulnerable groups, including informal sec-
tor workers and marginalized populations.

Most low-income countries are already highly-
indebted; it is immoral to push them to take more 
loans to fight an existential threat that the whole 
world is facing. A broad and equitable debt relief 
process is urgently needed not only to respond to 
the Covid-19 crisis but to shorten the recovery pe-
riod and create conditions for growth.

Before Coronavirus hit, defenders of the unfair 
and unsustainable status quo in health claimed that 
the current patchwork, fragmented and wealth-
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stalk of a plant
to try to make someone to do 
something 
a kind of freehold tenure based 
on interrupted possession
to awaken 
the exchange of goods for 
money 
part in the middle 
responded to something 
Lake Victoria in Kenya 
fear, horror
a soft lustre on a surface
one of many narrow bones 
sorrounding the chest 
money charged for something
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professionals.[2] Traditional providers include herbalists, 
spiritual healers, traditional birth attendants, hydro thera-
pists, etc.  

Uganda’s health system is divided into national and 
district-based levels. At the national level are the national 
referral hospitals, regional referral hospitals, and semi-au-
tonomous institutions including the Uganda Blood Trans-
fusion Services, the Uganda National Medical Stores, the 
Uganda Public Health Laboratories and the Uganda Na-
tional Health Research Organization (UNHRO). The aim of 
Uganda’s health system is to deliver the national minimum 
health care package. Uganda runs a decentralized health 
system with national and district levels.  

The lowest rung of the district-based health system con-
sists of Village Health Teams (VHTs). These are volunteer 
community health workers who deliver predominantly 
health education, preventive services, and simple cura-
tive services in communities. They constitute level 1 health 
services. The next level is Health Center II, which is an out 
patient service run by a nurse. It is intended to serve 5000 
people. Next in level is Health Center III (HCIII) which serves 
10,000 people and provides in addition to HC II services, in 
patient, simple diagnostic, and maternal health services. It 
is managed by a clinical officer. Above HC III is the Health 
Center IV, run by a medical doctor and providing surgical 
services in addition to all the services provided at HC III. HC 
IV is also intended to provide blood transfusion services 
and comprehensive emergency obstetric care.  

In terms of governance, the MOH is currently implement-
ing the HSSIP, which is the third iteration of health sector 
strategies. The MOH coordinates stakeholders and is re-
sponsible for planning, budgeting, policy formulation, and 
regulation.  

According to a 2006 published report, the health sector 
at the district and sub-district level is governed by the dis-
trict health management team (DHMT). The DHMT is led 
by the district health officer (DHO) and consists of manag-
ers of various health departments in the district. The heads 
of health sub-districts (HC IV managers) are included on 
the DHMT. The DHMT oversees implementation of health 
services in the district, ensuring coherence with national 
policies. A Health Unit Management Committee (HUMC) 
composed of health staff, civil society, and community 
leaders is charged with linking health facility governance 
with community needs.  

In addition, the Uganda Medical Association (UMA) seeks 
to “provide programs that support the social welfare and 
professional interests of medical doctors in Uganda and 
to promote universal access to quality health and health 
care.”  However, the government’s failure to improve the 
compensation of doctors , as well as failing to conduct a 
review of the supply of medicines and other equipment in 
health centres across the country, led to a UMA strike in No-
vember 2017, effectively paralysing Uganda’s health system.  

Health system reforms
At the beginning of the 21st century, the government of 

Uganda began implementing a series of health sector re-
forms that were aimed at improving the poor health indica-
tors prevailing at the time. A Sector-Wide Approach (SWAp) 
was introduced in 2001 to consolidate health financing.  
Another demand side reform introduced in the same year 
was the abolition of user fees at public health facilities, 
which triggered a surge in outpatient attendances across 
the country.  

Decentralization of health services began in the mid-
1990s alongside wider devolution of all public adminis-
tration, and was sealed in 1998 with the definition of the 
health sub-district. Implementation of the health sub dis-
trict concept extended into the early 2000s.  

To improve medicines management and availability, the 
government of Uganda made medicines available to pri-
vate-not-for-profit (PNFP) providers. With decentralization 
of health services, a “pull” system was instituted in which 
district and health facility managers were granted auton-
omy to procure medicines they needed in the required 
quantities from the national medical stores, within pre-set 
financial earmarks. The result was better availability of 
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BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter

AS the country grapples with the 
coronavirus outbreak with a par-
tial lockdown ordered by President 
John Magufuli almost two weeks 
ago, Vodacom Tanzania Plc has as-
sured customers of improved con-
nectivity to learn and work from 
homes.

Vodacom’s Business Director, 
Arjun Dhillon said the company 
is well positioned to support busi-
nesses, learning institutions and 
organizations continue operations 
but also keeping people connected 
during these unprecedented times.

“Vodacom Tanzania provides 
critical connectivity and commu-
nications infrastructure across the 
country. We have invested billions 
improving our infrastructure in the 
past 20 years and in recent days we 
have seen how critical it is, we con-

tinue to improve our capacity and 
minimizing congestions as more 
customers’ demand ICT infrastruc-
ture to work remotely,” Dhillon said 
in a statement on Friday. 

He said the telco is stretching eve-
ry resource available to the maxi-
mum to ensure that customers stay 
connected, and that organizations 
in both the private and public sec-
tors continue to operate efficiently 
whilst working remotely.

“In response to helping our busi-
ness and corporate clients reduce 
unnecessary movements, we have 
introduced DocuSign e-signature 
platform to assist with the signing 
of various company documents 
electronically,” he said.

Dhillon further pointed out that 
with the new technology, com-
pany directors and managers can 
remotely sign and approve docu-
ments for customers without hav-

Vodacom’s director 
assures businesses 
of connectivity  in 
spite of Covid-19

Wired  

Vodacom’s Business Director, Arjun Dhillon

SYDNEY 

EcoGraf Ltd (ASX:EGR) has 
implemented several actions to 
preserve shareholder funds amid 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
while maintaining the positive 
business progress that has been 
achieved in recent months.

Non - executive directors have 
agreed to waive their fees and 
the managing director, executive 
director and management sala-
ries will be reduced by 50% with 
salary payments currently sus-
pended. The executive director 

salary reduction is in addition to 
the 50% reduction made last year 
to reduce costs in Tanzania.

Additionally, since the begin-
ning of the year, EcoGraf has re-
duced all non-essential project 
development expenditure in Tan-
zania as it focuses on progress-
ing the US$60 million KfW-IPEX 
Bank debt financing proposal.

In its latest business and fi-
nancing update, the company 
stated that the measures it is tak-
ing reflect their commitment to 
aligning interests with long-term 
shareholders and stakeholders 

as well as their determination to 
build a successful graphite busi-
ness to become a major, long-
term supplier of responsibly pro-
duced graphite products.

“Business as usual” basis
In recent weeks, the company’s 

personnel have transitioned to 
remote working arrangements 
in accordance with government 
requirements. EcoGraf continues 
to operate on a ‘business as usual’ 
basis, using video and telecon-
ferencing facilities to progress 
project development programs 
and discussions with potential 

customers, debt financiers and 
external consultants.

Kwinana Battery Graphite facil-
ity

The company’s key focus is to 
finalise funding arrangements for 
the Kwinana Battery Graphite fa-
cility. The Australian government 
agency Export Finance Australia 
has confirmed, subject to com-
pleting a detailed assessment of 
the project, it will consider the 
provision of debt finance for the 
new US$72 million development.

EcoGraf is currently assist-
ing Export Finance Australia to 

complete the necessary commer-
cial and technical due diligence 
processes for the potential debt 
financing arrangements, while 
also engaging with potential cus-
tomers to secure offtake arrange-
ments, finalising construction 
arrangements and completing 
permitting for the 6.7ha indus-
trial site.

Epanko financing
On March 20 the company sub-

mitted a US$60 million financing 
proposal to the Government of 
Tanzania for the construction of 
the new Epanko Graphite Mine. 

The proposal was developed in 
conjunction with KfW IPEX-Bank 
with the aim of simplifying and 
fast-tracking the entire debt fi-
nancing process in Tanzania.

With an operating life of more 
than 40 years, the Epanko Graph-
ite Mine is forecast to provide 
intergenerational benefits for 
the regional community and will 
directly contribute over US$2 
billion to Tanzania through local 
procurement of goods and servic-
es, employment, royalties, taxes, 
dividends and inspection fees.

Subject to reaching an agree-

ment with the Government of 
Tanzania, the company and KfW 
IPEXBank are ready to proceed to 
prepare formal loan documenta-
tion that will enable the proposed 
financing arrangements to be 
implemented. The on-going sup-
port the company has received 
from KfW IPEX-Bank and offtake 
customers in Germany and Asia 
has been critical to this process 
and EcoGraf remains commit-
ted to establishing Epanko as a 
new supplier of responsibly pro-
duced, high-quality natural flake 
graphite products.

EcoGraf implements actions to preserve shareholder funds amid COVID-19 pandemic

JOHANNESBURG 

On a typical workday, hundreds of 
thousands of men clad in overalls and 
carrying safety equipment and head 
lamps assemble at South Africa’s mine 
shafts. They crowd into cramped el-
evators to be lowered miles under-
ground, where they hack at seams of 
gold or platinum and haul ore in in-
tense heat and humidity. After hours 
of backbreaking labour, they return 
to the surface to shower in communal 
areas, and many share meals and bed 
down in crowded hostels.

These aren’t typical days.
South Africa on March 26 imposed a 

three-week lockdown to fight the cor-
onavirus, confining millions in their 
homes and shuttering most business-
es — including the mines that are the 
first link in a global supply chain that 
passes through smartphone factories 
in China and auto plants in Detroit, 
Turin, or Tokyo, and ends in stores 
and showrooms around the world.

Even as Asia slowly reopens after 
its lockdown, factories there risk run-
ning short on supplies as the virus 
spreads to countries that produce vi-
tal raw materials. And nowhere is the 
problem a bigger issue than in Africa, 
which provides the metals and miner-
als needed for just about every indus-
trial product, and where countries 
heavily reliant on trade with China 
have been suffering from a collapse in 
commodity prices.

While the number of confirmed 
coronavirus cases across Africa re-
mains low compared to other parts 
of the world — some 7 000 cases on a 
continent of 1.3 billion people — social 
distancing is a luxury the region can 
scarcely afford. Most governments 
lack the resources to enforce effective 
containment measures, and health 
systems risk buckling if the disease 
reaches Africa’s crowded shanty-
towns and slums.

“For Africa, it will be much harder 
than you imagine,” said Auret van 
Heerden, chief executive officer of 
Equiception, a supply-chain consul-
tancy in Geneva. “They’ve survived 
Ebola, they cope with malaria and 
tuberculosis, but I don’t think they’ve 
had anything quite this infectious.”

The African mines that produce 
raw materials for factories across 
the globe are bracing for the arrival 
of the virus. In South Africa, Kumba 
Iron Ore, the continent’s largest iron-
ore producer, and Anglo American 
Platinum and Sibanye Stillwater, 
the world’s top platinum vendors, 
have curtailed most of their out-
put. Chrome and manganese mines, 
which supply ingredients for steel, 
have been largely shuttered.

In Luabala, a province of Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo that is a 
major provider of copper and cobalt 
used in rechargeable batteries, mines 
remain open but the work force has 
been limited to essential personnel to 
minimise the risk of contagion. Tenke 

As China reopens, Africa’s woes 
threaten to starve its factories

Contingency 

ing to meet them physically which 
will not only improve efficiency in 
terms of time saved but also protect 
customers and staff from Covid-19 
contracting.  

“We also have digital channels 
that can help our customers and 
businesses to work from home en-
suring they stay connected at all 
times. 

My Vodacom App, M-Pesa App 
and Vodacom Business portals al-
low customers to do more without 
having to move from their homes, 

for example buy airtime and bun-
dles, pay employee wages, make 
service etc,” the Vodacom Business 
Director added.

The local market leading telco 
also provides customers with mo-
bile connectivity or through fixed 
data networks, cloud and hosting 
or Internet of Things (IoT). 

“Our internet is available for busi-
nesses and prepaid customers to 
support remote working. Our SME 
customers can now use Kasi which 
gives them unlimited data bundles 

without need for contract signing,” 
he noted. 

On her part, Vodacom’s Director 
Corporate Affairs, Rosalynn Mworia 
said with schools closed with chil-
dren still in need of keeping their 
minds occupied, the company is 
offering home internet using fixed 
lines, Mifi of routers. 

“In addition to zero rating critical 
websites for Tanzanians to access 
reliable information on the status 
of corona virus, we have also zero 
rated some learning websites that 

students can use to study while at 
home with no internet such as In-
stant Schools and Shule Direct,” 
Mworia noted.

She further added that the telco 
is taking a flexible approach to sup-
port its customers while remaining 
safe too – with additional support 
channels, emails and phone num-
bers. 

 “Our guarantee to business cus-
tomers is that we are doing our ut-
most to ensure you get quality and 
reliable connectivity,” she added.

Fears 

Lights from miners safety helmets illuminate the mine shaft during a media tour of the Sibanye-Stillwater Khuseleka platinum mine, 
operated by Sibanye Gold. 

Fungurume, a mine owned by China 
Molybdenum, has been put into isola-
tion, with about 2 000 people ordered 
to stay on site and avoid “contact with 
the outside world,” according to a 
memo circulated to staff.

Even facilities that keep produc-
ing risk interruptions in getting their 
goods to market. In the best of times, 
Africa’s transport networks are frag-
mented and inefficient, and its ports 
and customs services are notoriously 
slow. Today, most African countries 
have closed their borders, and sev-
eral have limited internal travel or im-

posed lockdowns. While cargo is usu-
ally exempted from the restrictions, 
increased security controls, sanita-
tion measures, and reduced staff at 
ports and railways threaten severe 
delays.

Most copper and cobalt from Con-
go’s mines, for instance, moves via 
truck through Zambia and then to 
ports in South Africa and Tanzania. 
While cargo carriers can still cross 
into Zambia, new sanitation measures 
have led to 25-mile backups at the 
border.

In Kenya, a dusk-to-dawn curfew 

has resulted in a pileup of goods at 
ports, driving up freight costs by al-
most a third, according to Dennis 
Ombok, chief executive of the Kenya 
Transporters Association, which 
represents truck-fleet owners. Even 
though essential goods are officially 
exempted, drivers are being harassed 
by police, Ombok said.

“It’s taking up to three days to clear 
at the border between Kenya and 
Uganda,” he said. “The police need 
to tone down how they’re handling 
transporters. We’re carrying food and 
raw materials. These are essential.”

In South Africa, the port of Durban, 
the busiest in sub-Saharan Africa and 
serving landlocked Zambia and Zim-
babwe, limited operations to essential 
cargo, and police stopped all trucks 
carrying other goods for several days. 
On Thursday, the order was reversed 
to help ease massive congestion at 
the port. Amid the confusion, First 
Quantum Minerals, which accounts 
for more than half of Zambia’s copper 
production, says it has started making 
alternative shipping plans.

At the main crossing between 
Zambia and Congo, more than 1 000 
trucks carrying food, equipment, and 
supplies for mines had to queue last 
week after a partial lockdown came 
into effect. For now, Zambia has man-
aged to convince the Mozambican 
government to allow trucks carrying 
fuel from the port of Beira to exit Mo-
zambique, after they were held at the 
border. “With a crisis of this magni-
tude,” Zambian President Edgar Lun-
gu warned last week, “we shall find 
ourselves under forced lockdown if 
all our neighbours shut their borders.”

And global trade moves in many 
directions these days, so mines are 
facing potential shortages of crucial 
imports needed to keep operating as 
suppliers worldwide curtail produc-
tion; sulfuric acid, for instance, is criti-
cal in copper processing. 

Both Zambia and Namibia, which 
ships copper and uranium to China, 
have raised the alarm over looming 
shortages of key chemicals for their 
mines. “Most if not all our mining 
companies get inputs from China,” 
said Veston Malango, head of Namib-
ia’s Chamber of Mines. “And we have 
not been able to do that.”



14		  Monday 6 April  2020  

business news

By Guardian Reporter

AS a new CEO takes over 
at Stanbic Bank Tanzania 
Limited, Board Chairperson 
Professor Mark Mwandosya 
has expressed confidence 
in Kevin Wingfield saying 
he will continue with strong 

performance of the bank.
In a statement on Friday, 

Prof Mwandosya said Wing-
field who took over from Ken 
Cockerill starting April 1has 
the qualifications and expe-
rience to maintain good per-
formance of the bank which 
is one of the most stable in 

the market.
“Wingfield has the leader-

ship, expertise and years of 
experience working in vari-
ous markets throughout Af-
rica. We are confident that 
the bank will continue to 
grow and contribute towards 
helping the country attain its 

development vision under 
his leadership,” the veteran 
politician said.

Wingfield takes over from 
Ken Cockerill who was re-
cently appointed as CEO 
for Standard Lesotho Bank. 
Wingfield joined the Stand-
ard Bank Group in 1998 and 

has since held various posi-
tions within the group. 

With over 20 years bank-
ing experience, Wingfield 
brings a wealth of expertise 
from his various roles which 
include; Director Customer 
Strategy and Channel Devel-
opment, Personal and Busi-

ness Banking, Standard Bank 
Africa; Head Personal and 
Business Banking, Stanbic 
Bank Ghana; and Head Per-
sonal and Business Banking 
and Executive Director, Stan-
bic Bank Uganda. 

 In his new role, Wing-
field is expected to drive the 

bank’s growth and continue 
to spearhead innovations 
that will empower the finan-
cial success of individuals 
and businesses in Tanzania 
as well as support the coun-
try’s economic growth plans 
to industrialize and develop 
essential infrastructure. 

Prof Mwandosya salutes new Stanbic CEO

New Stanbic Bank Tanzania Limited’s CEO, Kevin Wingfield. 

KIGALI

Britam Holdings #BRTM has emerged from a loss to post 
an all-time high net profit of Sh3.54 billion helped by growth 
in insurance revenue and appreciation in value of financial 
assets such as shares on the Nairobi bourse.

The profit recorded in the financial year ended December 
2019 is a recovery from a loss of Sh2.21 billion posted the pre-
vious year. The latest earning is the best in the history of the 
diversified financial services firm. The last time it posted a 
net profit close to this was in 2010 when profit was at Sh2.71 
billion.

Britam will be under pressure to maintain the perfor-
mance, with Group managing director Benson Wairegi say-
ing that 2020 is presenting a challenging business environ-
ment. “There are a number of key global and regional risks 
that affect the group including Covid-19, locusts’ invasion and 
a decline in the stock market performance,” said Mr Wairegi.

Britam emerges 
from loss with  
over 3.5billion 
shillings profit

Cigarette ban could force 11 million smokers to seek illicit traders, industry warns
CAPE TOWN 

Government’s decision to ban cigarette sales during the 
coronavirus lockdown period will unintentionally give rise 
to illicit trade in tobacco as smokers are highly likely to end 
up buying from underground traders selling illicit products, 
SA tobacco manufacturer British American Tobacco South 
Africa (BATSA) warned on Saturday.

In its view, this would result in a setback for the recent 
strides made by government to try and clamp down on the 
illicit tobacco trade. Earlier this week, SA Revenue Service 
commissioner Edward Kieswetter said it would have to “start 
from scratch” in its efforts to find a service provider that can 
help it clamp down on illicit cigarette trade. He said revenue 
collections for the 2019/20 tax year include taxes on ciga-
rettes which grew 9.3% to R127 billion.

BATSA has 78% of the market share of the legal cigarette 
market in SA. It sells its cigarettes through 50 000 outlets in 
the country. In 2019, BAT South Africa contributed R13 billion 
in total taxes, of which R10 billion was tobacco excise.

“[The ciragette sales ban] will unintentionally force 11 mil-
lion smokers to go outside of their neighbourhoods in search 
of outlets willing to defy the ban, as we’ve seen in some me-
dia reports,” BATSA says in a statement.

“This would lead to greater movement of people and more 
interactions than if smokers were able to buy cigarettes at 
their nearest legal outlet at the same time as buying all their 
other essential goods.”

While the company says it supports governments effors to 
curb the spread of the coronavirus pandemic, it would like to 

SA Revenue Service commissioner Edward Kieswetter

Confidence 

KIGALI 

Amidst the ongoing efforts to con-
tain the spread of the coronavirus 
pandemic, C&D Pink Mango, a local 
textile industry, has donated different 
medical supplies to the government of 
Rwanda.

The support includes 6,000 rapid 
test kits which Denis Ndemezo, the 
company’s Deputy Managing Director 
says were very impactful to contain 
the virus in China. China was the first 
country that was ravaged by the virus, 
at the beginning of the year.

“These kits helped China contain 
the virus because they take a very 
short time to return the results; it only 
takes five minutes or less,” he said in 
an interview with The New Times. The 

support also comprises 10,000 masks 
dedicated to health professionals who 
might contract the virus in different 
ways of providing care to patients.

According to him, the population’s 
health comes first for the textile firm. 
“Our main concern is not just about 
business and profit-making, we em-
ploy more than 1,000 Rwandans 
whose health has to be maintained 
through good working conditions.

Therefore, it is in our interest to 
participate in the government’s plan 
to mitigate the pandemic,” Ndemezo 
added. He told the media that 5,000 
test kits are already in the country, add-
ing that the remaining 1,000 are also 
on the way.

C&D Pink Mango is a textile indus-
try located in Kigali Special Economic 

Zone. Its major products are exported 
and it is owned by a Chinese national 
Gordon Gu and his Rwandan partner 
Maryse Mbonyumutwa.

Dr Sabin Nsanzimana, the Director-
General of Rwanda Biomedical Centre 
hailed the donation and confirmed 
the utility of those kits accordingly. 
“The RDTS were validated for use in 
patients with advanced infections 
and follow up after antibodies are in-
formed. Therefore, we confirm their 
useful utility,” he said.

Rwanda has so far registered 89 con-
firmed cases of people infected with 
COVID-19, a pandemic that has reached 
180 countries across the globe. Glob-
ally, over a million people have been 
diagnosed with the virus, while the 
current death toll stands at 59,000.

Charity 

Covid-19: Local manufacturer 
donates 6000 rapid testing kits

Warning 

Outstanding 

“While we support the need to 
facilitate continued trade, we are 
deeply concerned that allowing 
cargo imports, on the one hand, 
while preventing local manufactur-
ers such as BAT from manufactur-
ing or selling their own products, 
on the other, will further penalise 
local manufacturers, to the benefit 
of illicit imports,” it says.

It also points out that BATSA ex-
ports to some countries which are 
not currently under lockdown. The 
Fair Trade Independent Tobacco 
Association (Fita), also urges gov-
ernment to reconsider the nation-
wide prohibition of the sale of ciga-
rettes.

It said in a statement on Saturday 
that it fully supports a recommen-
dation by the Democratic Alliance 
(DA) to national government for 
the unbanning of the sale of “non-
essential” goods in retail stores that 
are currently trading.

It hopes more clarity will be pro-
vided after a government meeting 
apparently set to take place on Sat-
urday. Fita believes the benefits of 
such a step would far outweigh the 

negatives. It too acknowledges that 
the lockdown measures have been 
put in place for a good reason.

Yet, it feels a need to provide 
government with more input in 
this regard on proposals which, in 
its view, would better suit trad-
ing in the current situation. “It is 
also of great concern that there 
have been increases in incidents 
of break-ins and thefts from shops 
and storage facilities which stock 
these so-called ‘non-essential’ 
goods,” states Fita.

“We have no doubt that this, 
in turn, will feed underground 
markets and overload an already 
struggling and overloaded crimi-
nal justice system were the perpe-
trators to be apprehended by law 
enforcement agents.”

Like BATSA, Fita foresees that, 
out of desperation, people will 
contravene the lockdown regu-
lations in order to obtain goods 
deemed as “non-essential.” 
“Those involved in the illicit trad-
ing of these goods have exploited 
the ‘gap in the market’ and are 
supplying citizens who are now 

resorting to acts of criminality to 
obtain these goods at all costs,” 
says Fita.

“Uplifting the ban would, 
amongst other things, bring more 
money into the state coffers, stim-
ulate the economy, and decrease 
the psychological impact on South 
Africans of the lockdown period.” 
Last year SARS issued a tender to 
find a service provider for pro-
duction management of a “track-
and-trace” solution that would be 
used to monitor the movement 
of cigarettes from production to 
sale. This is to ensure that no tax 
revenue would be lost to SARS 
through the illicit economy.

News24 reported that on Thurs-
day Police Minister Bheki Cele 
warned that the police will crack 
down on businesses selling ciga-
rettes in the Western Cape. This 
after the DA-led Western Cape 
government lifted it on Wednes-
day, saying cigarettes may be sold 
during the lockdown, but only to-
gether with essential goods. Cele 
emphasised that the ban on ciga-
rette sales is nationwise.

see practical and enforceable solu-
tions implemented. “We recom-
mend that smokers be allowed to 
purchase cigarettes as part of their 
purchases of essential goods at a 
supermarket, grocer, petrol fore-
court and spaza closest to their 
home,” urges BATSA.

Furthermore, the company is 

concerned that a recent lifting of 
restrictions on the movement of 
non-essential freight across the 
country’s borders, actually opens 
the door to the smuggling of illicit 
tobacco as this is one of the ways 
through which these cigarettes 
reache the SA market, according 
to BATSA.

“We are optimistic that there will 
be concerted effort to mitigate effects 
of these adverse developments to the 

economies and the world at large.” Net 
earned revenue from premiums and 
fund management fees rose by 8.9 per-

cent to Sh23.65 billion.
Gains on financial assets improved 

significantly to Sh4.78 billion in con-

trast with previous year’s loss of Sh3.05 
billion. This was a key driver in Britam’s 
strong bottom-line. The financial assets 
include shares listed at the Nairobi Secu-
rities Exchange (NSE), unquoted ordinary 
shares, government securities, corporate 
bonds, unit trust and investment in prop-
erty funds.

The value of investment assets such as 
stocks, bonds and real estate, collectively 
rose by Sh22.9 billion or 27 percent to 
Sh107.8 billion. The listed firm said that 
it posted improved returns from equities 
and fixed income investment at the NSE. 
Last year, the NSE market capitalisation 
was up 21.44 per cent or Sh400 billion to 
hit Sh2.5 trillion, meaning that the value of 
shares was on a rise.

Britam Life Assurance, which offers life 
covers, posted a net profit of Sh2.54 bil-
lion from a Sh567.6 million loss. Its total 
income grew by 51 percent to Sh22.4 bil-
lion during this period. However, Britam 
General Insurance, also part of Britam 
Holdings, saw its net loss widen 3.6 times 
to Sh185.4 million on reduced income and 
increased expenses.

Britam Asset Managers, another compa-
ny within Britam Holdings, posted a loss of 
Sh124.3 million from a profit of Sh41.9 mil-
lion the previous year as income dropped 
and expenses rose. Assets under manage-
ment grew by 55 percent to Sh227 billion 
during the reporting period.

Group managing director Benson Wairegi.
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Coronavirus: As lockdown continues, air quality across India improves
MUMBAI 
Hundreds of millions of Indians are breathing cleaner air 

courtesy of an nationwide three-week coronavirus lockdown 
that has curbed pollution levels “significantly” in one of the 
most polluted countries on earth.

India has been grappling with a chronic rise in pollution 
levels over the last decade. New Delhi, one of the world’s most 
polluted capital cities, is often referred to as a “gas chamber” 
for its toxic air quality.

But Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s March 24 decree to 
completely shutdown the country of 1.3 billion people to stop 
the spread of coronavirus has temporarily fixed its dirty air 
crisis and experts hope the chance remedy will inspire future 
government policies to tackle the problem.

India has witnessed astounding improvement in the air 
quality within a week of the lockdown with authorities say-
ing 118 large and small cities had been given Air Quality Index 
ratings of ‘good’ and ‘satisfactory’ and are at least four times 
cleaner than average pollution levels – including the world’s 
most polluted city of Kanpur. During the winter months, the 
city usually rates ‘severe’ - the worst rating.

Satellite imaginary from India’s air pollution monitoring 
agencies backed up the figures, showing a clean atmosphere 
across the country. “The nationwide lockdown since March 
24 have resulted in significant improvement in air quality 
in the country,” India’s Central Pollution Control Board said 
this week. Experts say strong winds and rain in the northern 
region of the country also helped clean the air but credit the 
lockdown for the dramatic change in air quality that they ex-
pect will continue until April 15 when the restrictions end.

“Weather activities over many parts of the country com-
bined with all the restrictions are helping an improvement of 
the air quality,” Mahesh Palawat, Vice President of Skymet, a 
private weather forecaster, said.

The world’s largest lockdown has halted the use of some 250 
million vehicles, shuttered factories and banned construction 
activity that experts say remains the main source of harmful 
fine particulate matter known as PM 2.5, nitrogen dioxide and 
carbon monoxide. PM 2.5 is considered particularly danger-
ous as it can lodge deep into the lungs and cause respiratory 
and cardiac risks.

Mr Palawat said the lockdown has helped the air become 
30 per cent cleaner, adding he expected the pollution levels 
to oscillate between the “good or satisfactory” categories until 
the end of lockdown.

“With improved air quality in the long run, the impact 
would be far-reaching. We expect the ozone layer will also 

start repairing in a longer run if the lock-
down continues for a few months across 
the world,” Mr Palawat said.

The northern Indian city of Kanpur 
topped a 2018 WHO air quality report 
of the world’s most polluted cities, 
prompting the government to roll out 
a national plan to combat poor air qual-
ity. The National Clean Air Programme 
launched last year and aimed to reduce 
PM 2.5 and PM 10 levels by 2024. The 
programme is in its early stages and has 
not brought any tangible result so far.

New Delhi, usually shrouded in a grey 
or yellowish haze, witnessed azure skies 
and relief for its 22 million residents 
who normally gasp for fresh air as the 
Air Quality Index rating reached 42 over 
the weekend - ‘good’ by AQI standards 
and the lowest in nine years.. The aver-
age in 2019 was 195 for the city, which 
the AQI defines as “moderate.”

“I haven’t seen such a pristine sky 
since last Diwali (October). Even though 
we may be in for a long haul with Cov-
id-19, the fact that it has had a tremendous 

Coronavirus: face masks 
bound for Canada and 
Germany diverted to US

MINNESOTA 

Two shipments of pro-
tective masks, one sched-
uled to arrive in Germany, 
the other in Canada, were 
diverted to the United States 
this week under dubious cir-
cumstances after the orders 
had already departed for 
their destinations.

German newspaper Der 
Tagesspiegel reported 
400,000 respiratory masks 
intended for German police 
officers were redirected to 
the US, which is dealing the 
world’s largest outbreak of 
the novel coronavirus.

The delivery from mask 
manufacturer 3M was 
shipped from China and re-
loaded in Bangkok before 
it was to be transported 
to Germany by air freight. 
However, in Bangkok, the 
shipment was suddenly “re-
directed” to the US, Berlin 
police confirmed.

Meanwhile, a newspaper 
based in the Canadian prov-
ince of Quebec, Journal de 
Montreal, reported an order 
of 10,000 masks bound for 
the province went missing, 
with the delivery never ar-
riving at its intended desti-
nation.

The US government is 
now recommending Ameri-
cans wear cloth face cover-
ings on a voluntary basis to 
stem the spread of the virus, 
President Donald Trump 
said on Friday, adding that 
he himself would not use 
one.

“What has changed in our 
recommendation? Well, it’s 
important to know that we 
now know from recent stud-
ies that a significant portion 
of individuals with coro-
navirus lack symptoms,” 
Surgeon General Jerome 
Adams said, noting that 
new evidence points to viral 
transmission via speaking, 
in addition to coughing and 
sneezing. “Even those who 
eventually become pre-

symptomatic, meaning they 
will develop symptoms in 
the future, can transmit the 
virus to others before they 
show symptoms,” he added.

Mr Trump said that the 
US Centres For Disease Con-
trol and Prevention are not 
recommending the use of 
medical-grade masks for 
most people. The President 
added Americans can make 
cloth masks at home.

‘Humanitarian implica-
tions’

3M Co said on Friday 
it would make more face 
masks for the United States 
to fight the coronavirus pan-
demic, but warned of “hu-
manitarian implications” 
of limiting supply to other 
countries as President Don-
ald Trump directed.

Mr Trump has asked 3M 
to ramp up imports of the 
masks to the US from its 
other global manufacturing 
facilities, while demand-
ing a pause in the exports 
of domestically-produced 
respirators to Canada and 
some Latin American coun-
tries.

“There are, however, 
significant humanitarian 
implications of ceasing res-
pirator supplies to health-
care workers in Canada and 
Latin America, where we 
are a critical supplier of res-
pirators,” the company said 
in a statement.

“I’m not at all happy with 
3M,” Mr Trump said when 
asked about the pushback 
his order had received from 
Canada and the company. 
“I heard what he had to say 
today. I don’t know the gen-
tleman, but we’re not happy 
with 3M.”

But Mr Trump took aim 
at states as well, saying they 
should have been better 
prepared to respond to the 
pandemic with their own 
stockpiles of medical sup-
plies, and should not have 
expected the federal stock-
pile to meet their needs.

positive impact on the environment, with cleaner skies, 
starry nights, and fresher air, one almost takes it as a 
silver lining,” Neha Jindal, a Delhi resident said. Experts 
say the country has ignored the air pollution crisis for 
long and believe that the unintended results of the lock-
down should help the government plan future strate-
gies to mitigate the pollution that is emerging as a major 
public health challenge.

“Now that everything is closed, we are getting a nev-
er-before opportunity to collect rare data about the Del-
hi’s baseline pollution that will help in planning future 
strategies to mitigate air pollution issue,” MP George, a 
scientist with Delhi’s Pollution Control Board said. India 
has the highest rates of respiratory disease in the world.

A research paper published in British medical journal 
The Lancet said 1.24 million deaths in India in 2017 were 
caused by air pollution. But many experts fear that the 
brief relief may actually spell worries for the country’s 
future air quality due to increased economic activity 
once the restrictions are lifted.

“Because of the shutdown of industries, people will 
try to compensate up the loss of their business and 
there will be an increase in production leading to a 
jump in the pollution levels,” Gufran Beg, scientist at 
government-run System of Air Quality and Weather 
Forecasting and Research, said.

 ITV PGM SCHEDULE   

SATURDAY  04 April 

5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Mjue Zaidi rpt
10:45	 Usafiri wako rpt
11:15	 Shamba lulu rpt
11:45	 Mapishi rpt
12:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
12:40	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:40	 Igizo rpt: Mapito
15:15	 Igizo: Kibafute
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Mapito
19:00	 Jungu Kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba 5	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Art and lifestyle 
21:30	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:00	 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:10	 Kesho leo rpt
22:40	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 05 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 ITV Top 10
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 	
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
23:45	 ITV Top 10
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
	
MONDAY  06 March 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
08:55      Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30        Soap: Isidingo the need
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top 10 rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera
12:30	 Igizo Mtego rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:45 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle rpt
14:10	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00   	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	

17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Aibu yako rpt
18:15   	 Mapishi
18:45	 Kesho leo
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45 
22:00	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30   	 The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 07 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 Habari 	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo
10:00	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Jungu Kuu rpt
11:00   	 The Base rpt
12:00   	 Al Jazeera   
12:30	 Afya ya jamii rpt
13:00	 Kipindi maalum: KTMDA
13:30   	 Shamba lulu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Movie: Penzi la giza  
16:30   	 Watoto wetu
17:00	 The Base 
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:10	 Yu wapi
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Uchumi na biashara
19:00	 Jarida la wanawake
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Tanzania yetu
21:35	 Chetu ni chetu
22:15	 Telenovela: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	

WEDNESDAY 08 April 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55      	Habari za saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
09:55      Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30  	 Uchumi na biashara
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00  	 The Base rpt
11:55     Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30   	 Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Dakika 45
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 The Base
18:00	 Jiji Letu 
18:15   	 Korean drama: The great queen 

Seonduk
19:00	 Ijue Sheria	
19:30	 Isidingo 	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Aibu Yako! Hata wewe?	
21:10	 Kipindi Maalum: Tanesco
21:40	 Ripoti Maalum:
22:15 	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base

00:30	 Al Jazeera 	
2:00	 DWTV

THURSDAY  09 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habariz a saa
9:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30	 Isidingo 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00	 Watoto
10:30      Shamba lulu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      The Base rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00     Al jazeera
12:30	 Ijue Sheria
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00   	 Ripoti Maalum rpt
13:30	 Tanzania yetu
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:00      Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina 
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV	
		
FRIDAY 10 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
09:00	 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30     	 Isidingo
9:55      	Habari za saa
10:00   	 Watoto wetu
10:30   	 Usafiri wako rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00   	 The Base
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00   	 Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi Maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00	 Jagina rpt
13:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:10   	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru 
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base
17:30	 Ibada ya kiislamu
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15   	 Mizengwe rpt
18:30	 Shamba lulu 
19:00	 Kipindi Maalum: TMDA
19:30	 Isidingo
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00      Habari
23:30	 The Base
00:30	 DWTV

SATURDAY  11 April 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu	
10:00	 Shika Bamba 5
10:30	 Mjue Zaidi rpt

11:15	 The Base rpt
11:45	 The Great Queen Seonduk 
12:30	 Chetu ni chetu rpt
13:15	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
15:30	 Igizo rpt: Mapito
16:00	 Igizo rpt: Mizengwe
16:20      Igizo: Mtego
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani	
18:00	 Jiji Letu	
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30	 Igizo: Mapito
19:00	 Art and lifestyle
19:25	 Jungu Kuu	
20:00	 Habari	
21:00	 Hawavumi lakini wamo
22:00	 Kipindi maalum: Insta Moja 
22:10	 Kesho leo rpt
22:40	 Isidingo rpt 	
01:30	 DWTV	

SUNDAY 12 April
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Isidingo 	
11:40	 Igizo: Mizengwe rpt 	
12:00	 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:00	 Mwangaza	
16:00	 The Great queen Seonduk
16:45	 ITV Top 10
17:30	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Jiji Letu
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	 Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Mtego	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Biko
21:10	 Mizengwe 	
21:30	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15	 Bongo Movie: 
23:45	 ITV Top 10
00:30	 Telenovela rpt: Elena’s Ghost
	
	

		

  CAPITAL 
   
Sat  04 April
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 Drive It rpt
09:30 	 Turning the Spotlight rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Usafiri wako rpt
12:30	 Eco@Africa rpt 
13:00	 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Iljimae
14:30 	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
17:15	 Tanzania Yetu rpt 
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 	 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Movie:  Delirious
23:00	 Series rpt: The Secret
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 05 April 
08:00	 CNN International
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Korean Drama rpt: Kimchi Family 
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt

13:30 	 Series rpt: The Secret
15:15 	 Aibu yako
15:30	 Drive it rpt 
16:00	  Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00	  The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Turning the Spotlight rpt 
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00	 Korean Drama: Kimchi Family 
21:00	 Shift
21:15	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 06 April 
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	  Series rpt: The Secret
16:30	 Tanzania Yetu rpt
17:00 	  Eco@Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Series: The Secret
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:25	  Bundes Spoti
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues 07 April
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: The Secret
16:30	 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Movie: Outlaw
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 	 Jagina rpt
20:00 	 Series: The Secret
20:45	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa?
21:30 	 Capital Prime 
22:00	 Turning the spotlight rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 08 April
06:00 	 Al jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: The Secret
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza Huru
19:00 	 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu
20:00	 Series: The Secret
20:45 	 Telenovela: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 	 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  09 April
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
07:00	 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 	 Lete Raha (Via Capital Radio) 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: (Dónde está Elisa?) 

Where is Elisa? 
14:00	 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00	 Series rpt: The Secret
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape

Blessing-in-disguise 

Competition 

A man rides his bicycle near the parked auto-rickshaws along an almost deserted road in 
Mumbai.
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VATICAN CITY

Pope Francis marked a surreal Palm 
Sunday in an empty St. Peter’s Basilica, 
urging people living through the coro-
navirus pandemic not to be so con-
cerned with what they lack but how 
they can ease the suffering of others.

The service, kicking off Holy Week 
events leading to Easter, usually at-
tracts tens of thousands of people to a 
St. Peter’s Square bedecked with olive 
and palm trees. The service normally 
includes a long procession of cardi-
nals, priests and faithful carrying palm 
fronds.

This time, it was held from a second-
ary altar behind the main one Francis 
normally uses and attended by only 
about two dozen people, including 
a few aides, nuns and a scaled-down 

choir, all practicing social distancing.
The symbolic procession was only 

several meters long and a few potted 
olive trees were brought in.

The Mass was broadcast on televi-
sion and over the internet to many mil-
lions. Churches in countries around the 
world were holding similar, virtual ser-
vices this week because of restrictions 
on gatherings.

Cutting a solitary figure, Francis lis-
tened as three priests read the gospel 
account of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 
and being hailed as the messiah.

Holy Week marks the period when 
Christians commemorate events sur-
rounding the key tenets of their faith - 
that Jesus was betrayed, crucified and 
rose from the dead.

In his sermon, Francis urged his lis-
teners to turn to God “in the tragedy of 

Pope Francis opens 
Holy Week amid 
pandemic; says now 
is the time to serve

a pandemic, in the face of the many false securi-
ties that have now crumbled, in the face of so 
many hopes betrayed, in the sense of abandon-
ment that weighs upon our hearts”.

The pandemic could help transform fear into 
service, he said.

The Vatican has been in its own lockdown, 
mostly mirroring that in Italy, where more than 
15,500 people have died since the outbreak of the 
new coronavirus epidemic in northern Italy on 
Feb. 21.

There are nearly 125,000 cases of the virus in 
Italy and seven in the Vatican. The pope and his 
closest aides have tested negative.

“The tragedy we are experiencing summons us 
to take seriously the things that are serious, and 

not to be caught up in those that matter less; to 
rediscover that life is of no use if not used to serve 
others. For life is measured by love,” Francis said 
on Sunday.

“May we reach out to those who are suffering 
and those most in need. May we not be concerned 
about what we lack, but what good we can do for 
others,” he said.

All of the pope’s Holy Week services, which 
normally draw tens of thousands of pilgrims and 
tourists to Rome, will take place in the empty ba-
silica in a scaled-down version.

The Good Friday Via Crucis (Way of the Cross) 
procession, which normally takes place around 
Rome’s Colosseum, will instead be held in the 
relatively small atrium of the basilica.

NAIROBI

The ongoing coronavirus out-
break is hitting Africa’s economy 
much harder than anticipated, 
with business activity plummet-
ing to record lows, according 
to the latest surveys and expert 
opinions.

The Stanbic Bank Kenya Pur-
chasing Managers’ Index (PMI), 
which covers the East African 
country’s private economy, 
plunged to 37.5 in March from 

49.0 in February, a report from 
global information provider IHS 
Markit revealed Friday. 

The reading was the second-
lowest recorded in the survey’s 
history, signaling a sharp dete-
rioration in business conditions 
in Kenya. Readings above 50 
indicate expansion, otherwise 
meaning contraction. 

“Employment was lowered 
for the first time in 11 months, as 
companies reported less pres-
sure on both current workload 

requirements and backlogs,” 
said IHS Markit.

Jibran Qureishi, a regional 
economist for East Africa at 
Stanbic Bank, said the tourism 
and floriculture sectors, Kenya’s 
two main sources of foreign ex-
change, have been hit the hard-
est due to global cross border 
travel restrictions and waning 
luxury spending in Europe.

Kenya is one of the biggest 
flower exporters in the world, 
with the European Union its big-

gest market, importing 70 per-
cent of its flowers. 

According to the Kenya Flow-
er Council, movement restric-
tions in Europe have led to 
sharply slashed flower orders, 
with Kenyan flower farms dras-
tically reducing export volumes 
by 80 percent.

The coronavirus impact on 
the economic output this year 
will be significant amid supply 
chain disruptions and negative 
demand shocks, said Qureishi, 

adding that “the longer the du-
ration, the more acute or severe 
the impact will be.”  Gerrishon 
Ikiara, senior economics lec-
turer at the University of Nai-
robi, told Xinhua that Kenya’s 
GDP growth rate could slump 
to about 2 percent by the end of 
2020, depending on how long 
the coronavirus epidemic takes 
to be brought under control at 
the global, regional and individ-
ual country levels.

The IHS Markit survey also 

showed that business perfor-
mance of South Africa’s private 
sector dropped at the quickest 
pace in the survey’s history to a 
record low, as the private sector 
faces its deepest contraction in 
new orders against a backdrop 
of the rapidly evolving corona-
virus pandemic alongside the 
ongoing power cut problem.

IHS Markit South Africa PMI 
fell from 48.4 in February to 44.5 
in March, the lowest level seen 
in the survey’s history since July 

2011. 
The reading has remained be-

low the level of 50 that separates 
expansion from contraction for 
the 11th consecutive month, sug-
gesting that South Africa’s econ-
omy is on the edge. The most 
industrialized economy on the 
African continent confirmed its 
first coronavirus case on March 
5, and by far has the largest 
number of COVID-19 infections 
on the continent. 

		         Xinhua

COVID-19 damage to Africa’s economy worse than expected

WASHINGTON

A planned $1 billion cut in 
U.S. aid to Afghanistan would 
come from funds for Afghan se-
curity forces, according to three 
U.S. sources, a step experts said 
would undercut both Kabul’s 
ability to fight the Taliban and its 
leverage to negotiate a peace deal 
with them.

Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo announced the reduc-
tion on March 23 and threatened 
to slash the same amount next 
year to try to force Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf Ghani and his po-
litical rival Abdullah Abdullah to 
end a feud that has helped stall 
U.S.-led peace-making efforts in 
Afghanistan.

After nearly 20 years of fight-
ing the Taliban, the United States 
is looking for a way to extricate 
itself and to achieve peace be-
tween the U.S.-backed govern-
ment and the militant group, 
which controls more than 40% of 
Afghan territory.

Pompeo and other U.S. officials 
have declined to publicly detail 
how the cut would be made. The 
State Department declined to 
comment on its plans.

Two U.S. congressional aides, 

speaking on condition of ano-
nymity due to the sensitivity of 
the matter, said State Depart-
ment officials told Congress the 
$1 billion would come from a $4.2 
billion Pentagon fund that un-
derwrites about three quarters 
of the Afghan security forces’ an-
nual budget.

“The idea they would cut secu-
rity forces funding goes against 
U.S. national security interests,” 
said one aide, arguing the money 
is needed to maintain the U.S.-
backed government’s ability to 
fight the Taliban while preserv-
ing its bargaining power in peace 
talks.

Most of the fund pays for sala-
ries, food, fuel, equipment and 
infrastructure to support Afghan 
troops and national police.

Congress appropriated at least 
$86.4 billion for Afghan security 
assistance between fiscal years 
2002 and 2019, according to a 
March 11 Congressional Research 
Service report.

“That’s the only fund large 
enough to support a $1 billion 
cut,” said the third source, a for-
mer U.S. military official who also 
requested anonymity.

U.S. civilian aid is far lower, with 
the State Department requesting 

$532.8 million this year, mainly 
for general economic support as 
well as for counter-narcotics and 
law enforcement.

 Pompeo announced the cut 
as he flew home from Kabul af-
ter failing to persuade Ghani and 
Abdullah to end a dispute over 
Afghanistan’s September 2019 
presidential election.

Both men claim they won and 
have held rival inaugurations.

Pompeo said the cut could be 
reversed if the two resolved their 
dispute, which had stymied nam-
ing an Afghan delegation to nego-
tiate peace with the Taliban after 
decades of war.

His threat appears to have had 
some impact.

On March 26, Ghani announced 
a negotiating team including Ab-
dullah allies and Abdullah en-
dorsed the slate on March 31.

Government and Taliban of-
ficials have also agreed to start 
prisoner releases as a prelude 
to peace talks envisaged under 
a Feb. 29 U.S.-Taliban deal for a 
phased U.S. troop withdrawal.

Laurel Miller, a former State 
Department official handling Af-
ghanistan policy, said a $1 billion 
cut would take time to be felt but 
would hurt Afghan security op-
erations and morale.

It would also allow the Taliban 
to start peace talks “riding high,” 
said Miller, now at the Interna-
tional Crisis Group think tank.

In the meantime, the Ghani-
Abdullah dispute has persisted.

‘THEY WILL BE TOAST’
A U.S. defense official, who 

said the administration was 
still weighing where to make 
the cut, described “huge con-
cern” within the Pentagon 
about slashing funding for Af-
ghan forces.

“We really don’t want to have 
to do this,” said the official on 
condition of anonymity, while 
acknowledging it made sense 
to target those funds because of 
the leverage it gave Washington.

“That is the pain point. That 
is what they care about a lot,” 
said the official, adding that 
there were internal talks about 
whether enough progress has 
been made for Pompeo to with-
draw the threatened cut.

The former U.S. military of-
ficial said the proposed cut 
reflects U.S. President Donald 
Trump’s determination to bring 
U.S. forces home from the long-
est conflict in American history.

		       Agencies

Planned $1 billion US aid cut would hit Afghan security force funds

Trump steps up oil tariff 
threat amid Saudi-Russia rift

WASHINGTON 

US President Donald 
Trump said on Saturday 
he would impose tariffs 
on crude imports if he 
has to “protect” US en-
ergy workers from the oil 
price crash that has been 
exacerbated by a war between Russia and Saudi Arabia 
over market share.

“If I have to do tariffs on oil coming from outside or if I 
have to do something to protect our ... tens of thousands 
of energy workers and our great companies that produce 
all these jobs, I’ll do whatever I have to do,” Trump told 
reporters in a briefing about the coronavirus outbreak.

Oil prices have dropped by about two-thirds this year 
as the pandemic crushes demand and as major producers 
Russia and Saudi Arabia boost output in a war over market 
share.

The United States in recent years has become the world’s 
biggest oil producer, at times putting its exports in compe-
tition with Russia and members of the Organization of the 
Petroleum Exporting Countries, or OPEC.

As oil prices drop, many heavily leveraged US energy 
companies face bankruptcies and workers are at risk of 
layoffs. After meeting with industry executives on Friday, 
Trump said he was not considering tariffs at the moment, 
but it was a tool that could be used “if we’re not treated 
fairly.”

Two major industry groups, the American Petroleum 
Institute and American Fuel & Petrochemical Manufactur-
ers, told Trump in a letter on Wednesday that tariffs on oil 
imports would jeopardize the domestic refining business 
as some plants depend on crude from abroad.

The US imported more 1 million barrels per day of oil 
from Russia and Saudi Arabia combined in 2019, according 
to the US Energy Information Administration.

Trump reiterated on Saturday that Saudi Arabia had told 
him it had agreed with Russia to jointly reduce output by 
an unprecedented 10 million barrels per day or more. The 
countries have not confirmed the plan, other than saying 
they would discuss ways to stabilize global oil markets.

OPEC and Russia have postponed a Monday meeting to 
discuss oil output cuts until April 9, OPEC sources said, 
due to a Saudi-Russia dispute over who is to blame for 
plunging crude prices.

When oil prices started dropping last month, Trump ini-
tially emphasized it would be good for motorists. On Sat-
urday he said gasoline prices could fall to 90 cents a gallon 
and conceded that the oil price crash is “going to hurt a lot 
of jobs in our country.”

					     Agencies

Pope Francis leads the Palm Sunday mass in St. Peter’s Basilica without public participation due to 
the spread of coronavirus disease (COVID-19), at the Vatican yesterday. REUTERS 

Germany, France say Americans 
play dirty over masks

Berlin
The scarcity of safety equipment essential to the corona-

virus fight is fueling tensions between longtime transatlantic 
allies, with local officials in France and Germany accusing un-
named Americans of using unfair means to obtain protective 
masks.

Berlin’s state interior ministry blamed the US for confiscating 
200,000 masks ordered from a US producer when they were 
in transit through Bangkok. French officials have accused uni-
dentified Americans of paying over the odds to secure masks 
in China that had already been earmarked for France.

The US embassy in Paris said any suggestion that the federal 
government was involved in such practices was “completely 
false.” There was no immediate response the allegations from 
the White House or the State Department.

“We view this as an act of modern piracy,” Berlin Interior 
Minister Andreas Geisel said. “You cannot act in such a way 
among transatlantic partners. Such wild west methods can’t 
dominate, even in a time of global crisis.”

With hundreds of western citizens dying each day, the in-
cidents highlight the fundamental distrust between the US 
and Europe. It risks hampering efforts to collectively tackle 
the damage unleashed by a virus that has brought the world’s 
economy to a standstill.

French Prime minister Edouard Philippe said Thursday that 
his administration has seen orders canceled as a result of the 
global shortage of protective gear. Some French officials are 
blaming unidentified Americans for swooping in to outbid 
them as they try to secure supplies.

“A load was taken from us by Americans who overbid on a 
batch that we had identified,” Valerie Pecresse, regional presi-
dent of Paris, told broadcaster LCI Thursday. “We pay on deliv-
ery because we want to see the masks, while Americans pay 
cash and without looking.” She didn’t say whether the people 
involved were federal officials, company representatives or 
private individuals.

The pandemic has left governments, companies, charities 
and individuals around the world competing for scarce sup-
plies of protective kit and medical equipment as health care 
systems face an unprecedented surge of highly infectious pa-
tients with acute, sometimes deadly respiratory problems.

MOSCOW

 Russia is set for constructive 
negotiations aimed at stabilizing 
global energy market, Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said 
in an interview with “Moscow. 
Kremlin. Putin” TV program on 
Rossiya-1 TV channel.

“Russia did not back the termi-
nation of OPEC+ deal. President 
Vladimir Putin and the Russian 
side in general are determined 
for a constructive negotiating 

process, and there is no alterna-
tive to it in terms of stabilizing 
international energy market,” 
Peskov (pictured)  said.

According to Peskov, under 
the current conditions Russia’s 
Saudi Arabian partners have in-
troduced an unprecedented dis-
count and boosted oil produc-
tion. This led to a situation when 
“all oil storage facilities in the 
world” could be filled.

“Tankers are already used not 
for shipping oil but as floating 

canisters. Finally, we will just get 
an absolutely minimum oil price, 
which is not advantageous for 
any country,” Peskov noted.

The OPEC + deal, which has 
been based on the agreement 
between Russia and Saudi Ara-
bia for three years and allowed 
to maintain oil prices at $ 60 
per barrel by limiting produc-
tion, ceased to work on March 
31, 2020.

 It was not possible to extend 
it due to the opposing positions 

of the two largest participants: 
Russia suggested extending the 
agreement on the same terms 
and only for the second quarter 
of 2020, and Saudi Arabia - to in-
crease the reduction by 1.5 mln 
barrels per day until the end of 
the year.

 The termination of the agree-
ment led to a sharp drop in oil 
prices, which was exacerbated 
by the falling global demand due 
to the coronavirus pandemic.

		  Agencies

Russia seeks constructive talks on stabilising global oil market

Afghan National Army (ANA) soldiers stand guard at a check point near 
the Bagram Airbase north of Kabul, Afghanistan April 2, 2020. REU-
TERS



Monday 6  April 2020		   17

focus on NOVEL coronavirus outbreak

By Han Xin

Comprehensive and in-
depth participation of traditional 
Chinese medicine (TCM) in treat-
ing patients of the novel coro-
navirus disease (COVID-19) has 
been a highlight of China’s fight 
against the epidemic.

A total of 74,187 confirmed 
patients, which account for 91.5 
percent of the total infections 
on the Chinese mainland, have 
received TCM treatment, said 
Yu Yanhong, Party chief of the 
National Administration of Tra-
ditional Chinese Medicine, at 
a press conference held by the 
State Council Information Office 
on March 23 in Wuhan.

In Hubei, TCM treatment has 
been given to 61,449 COVID-19 
patients, which account for 90.6 
percent of the total infections in 
the province. Over 90 percent of 
COVID-19 patients in China have 
shown improvement during clin-
ical observation, Yu said.

TCM has effectively relieved 
symptoms, cut the rate of pa-
tients developing into severe 

conditions, raised the recovery 
rate, reduced the mortality rate 
and boosted patients’ recovery, 
Yu told People’s Daily.

Over 4,900 medics from TCM 
hospitals and institutions across 
China have been sent to aid the 
fight against the epidemic in 
Hubei, accounting for about 13 
percent of all medics dispatched 
to the province. The scale and 
strength of the TCM aid team are 
unprecedented.

TCM has effectively alleviated 
the progression of the disease 
at the early stage of infection, 
helped in the recovery process of 
patients, and effectively relieved 
the symptoms of severe and criti-
cal cases when it was combined 
with Western medicine.

TCM drugs and prescriptions, 
including Jinhua Qinggan Gran-
ule, Lianhua Qingwen Capsule, 
Xuebijing Injection, Lung Cleans-
ing and Detoxifying Decoction, 
HuaShiBaiDu Formula and Xuan-
FeiBaiDu Formula have proven 
to be effective in the treatment of 
COVID-19 cases.

The course of COVID-19 is like 

a parabola, and TCM is effective 
at both ends of the curve, said 
Zhang Boli, an academician of 
the Chinese Academy of Engi-
neering (CAE) and president of 

Tianjin University of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine.

None of the 564 patients in the 
TCM-oriented Fangcang tempo-
rary hospital in Jiangxia district 

of Wuhan saw their health con-
dition deteriorating into severe 
after receiving integrated treat-
ment of TCM and Western medi-
cine, according to Zhang.

TCM treatment was therefore 
applied to patients in other Fang-
cang hospitals, enabling the rate 
of patients developing into se-
vere conditions to be substantial-
ly reduced to between 2 percent 
and 5 percent, said Zhang.

In fact, the efficacy of a batch 
of TCM has been evaluated by 
internationally recognized ran-
domized controlled trials.

Rigorous randomized con-
trolled study has shown that 
Jinhua Qinggan Granule can sig-
nificantly shorten the fever time 
of influenza patients, while Qiliq-
iangxin Capsule can significantly 
improve the cardiac function of 
chronic heart failure, said Qiu 
Haibo, vice president of Zhongda 
Hospital of Southeast University.

Data from clinical research 
have indicated that the Lung 
Cleansing and Detoxifying De-
coction has played a positive 
role in preventing mild and com-
mon cases from developing into 
severe and critical cases, said 
Huang Luqi, an academician of 
the CAE and president of China 
Academy of Chinese Medical Sci-

ences.
The XuanFeiBaiDu Formula 

has shown obvious efficacy 
in controlling inflammation 
and increasing lymphocytes, 
Huang said, disclosing that the 
HuaShiBaiDu Formula was de-
veloped by the TCM team of the 
China Academy of Chinese Medi-
cal Sciences at Wuhan Jinyintan 
Hospital on the basis of the rec-
ommended formulas of the early 
national diagnosis and treatment 
plan as well as experiences from 
clinical practice.

At present, the number of 
COVID-19 patients in Hubei and 
Wuhan has been substantially 
reduced. 

The treatment of critical cases 
of COVID-19 is important to fur-
ther reduction in the mortal-
ity rate of the disease, said Liu 
Qingquan, head of the Beijing 
Hospital of Traditional Chinese 
Medicine.

Traditional Chinese medicine used to treat over 90 percent of COVID-19 patients

M
ajor infectious dis-
ease is the enemy 
of all. Currently, the 
COVID-19 outbreak 

is spreading worldwide, posing 
enormous threat to lives and 
health and bringing formidable 
challenge to global public health 
security. No country could deal 
with the crisis alone and the in-
ternational community needs 
solidarity and cooperation more 
than before.

While attending the Extraor-
dinary G20 Leaders’ Summit via 
video link in Beijing on March 26, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping de-
livered a speech titled “Working 
Together to Defeat the COVID-19 
Outbreak”.

Guided by the vision of build-
ing a community with a shared 
future for mankind and based on 
China’s experience in containing 
COVID-19, the President put for-
ward a series of important pro-
posals for strengthening global 
cooperation and stabilizing the 
world economy. The speech in-
jected confidence in the global 
fight against the COVID-19 pan-
demic and received warm re-
sponse from the international 
community.

The Chinese government and 
Chinese people remained un-
daunted in the face of the sud-
den outbreak, and the govern-
ment always put people’s lives 
and health first. The country has 
acted according to the overall 
principle to stay united to take 

science-based and targeted mea-
sures and fight the epidemic with 
confidence. 

It has mobilized the whole 
nation, set up joint control and 
treatment mechanisms and act-
ed with openness and transpar-
ency, launching a people’s war 
against the outbreak.

The country has put up a stren-
uous struggle and made tremen-
dous sacrifices. Now the situa-
tion in China is moving steadily 
toward a positive direction, and 
people’s life and work are quick-
ly returning to normal.

The international society be-
lieves that China’s forceful mea-
sures on controlling COVID-19 

have achieved remarkable re-
sults, offered useful experience 
to other countries, and injected 
hope and power to the globe for 
a final victory over the pandemic.

Viruses respect no borders, 
and the pandemic is a public en-
emy. When the disease is exacer-
bating globally, the international 
society needs to firm up confi-
dence, stay united and cope with 
the situation through coopera-
tion, so as to win the war against 
the major infectious disease.

In his speech, Xi introduced 
Chinese experience, put forward 
Chinese proposals, raised Chi-
nese initiatives, and made Chi-
nese contributions, which are 

significant in coordinating global 
action against COVID-19. The 
speech projected China’s image 
as a responsible major country, 
and injected important energy 
into conducting global coop-
eration to contain COVID-19 and 
boosting market confidence.

Under the concerted efforts of 
all countries concerned, the G20 
special meeting achieved posi-
tive results and sent an encour-
aging signal to the world.

At a time when the exacerbat-
ing pandemic severely impacts 
the growth of world economy 
and trade, China’s pragmatic pro-
posals and initiatives are of great 
significance.

To battle the COVID-19 pneu-
monia, the international com-
munity should step up actions 
and take resolute efforts to curb 
the spread of the pandemic. In 
particular, countries need to 
jointly help developing countries 
with fragile public health sys-
tems enhance preparedness and 
response.

All countries must work to-
gether to build a strongest global 
network of control and treat-
ment, support international or-
ganizations, such as the World 
Health Organization (WHO), in 
playing their active roles, de-
velop science-based and proper 

control and treatment and mini-
mize cross-border spread.

We must also enhance inter-
national macro-economic policy 
coordination, implement effec-
tive fiscal and monetary policies, 
better coordinate financial regu-
lation, reduce tariffs, remove 
barriers, facilitate the unfettered 
flow of trade, maintain the stabil-
ity of the global industrial chain 
and supply chain, and guarantee 
the basic living of the people.

At the most difficult moment 
in China’s fight against the out-
break, the country received as-
sistance and help from a lot of 
members of the global commu-

nity. Such friendship will always 
be remembered and cherished 
by the Chinese people.

China will be more than ready 
to share its good practices, con-
duct joint research and develop-
ment of drugs and vaccines, and 
provide assistance where it can 
to countries hit by the growing 
outbreak, Xi said.

The country will also increase 
its supply of active pharmaceuti-
cal ingredients, daily necessities, 
and anti-epidemic and other sup-
plies to the international market. 
It has set up an online COVID-19 
knowledge center that is open to 
all countries.

Securing a victory over COVID-19 through joint efforts

A patient of novel coronavirus pneumonia bows to medical staff after being discharged from Huainan 
First People’s Hospital, east China’s Anhui province, March 6. He is one of the last three patients dis-
charged from the hospital. Photo by Chen Bin/People’s Daily Online

The second batch of medics from Xingtai, north China’s Hebei province dispatched to help the COVID-19 
epicenter Hubei pose for a picture before returning home, March 20, 2020. Photo by Huang Tao/ Peo-
ple’s Daily Online

By He Yin

The sudden outbreak of the novel coronavirus pneu-
monia is shocking global trade and industrial chains.

At a recent meeting on COVID-19 held recently, G20 
trade and investment ministers agreed in a joint statement 
that emergency measures designed to tackle COVID-19, 
if deemed necessary, must be targeted, proportionate, 
transparent, and temporary, and that they do not cre-
ate unnecessary barriers to trade or disruption to global 
supply chains. The joint statement echoes the consensus 
reached by G20 leaders at a previous meeting.

Such voice signals the urgency for global countries to 
work together to minimize the impacts from the disease 
on global economy and prevent secondary hazards from 
impeding the world’s efforts to defeat the virus.

In an era of economic globalization, all economies 
share the same future in the global division of work and 
cooperation. At present, COVID-19 has hampered global 
industrial and supply chains, throwing global trade and 
outbound investment into disorder.

According to a report by the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development, outward foreign direct in-
vestment may face a shrinkage of 40 percent this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Now, the world is seeing a surging demand for disease 
control materials, the production and cross-border logis-
tics of which concern people’s lives and health.

Therefore, to jointly enhance the hedge from macro 
policies, reduce the impacts on global production and 
demand, make investment environment free, fair, non-

To ensure openness, 
stability, security 
of global industrial, 
supply chains

discriminatory, transparent, expectable 
and stable, and maintain an open market, 
is a choice that has to be made by every 
country.

According to traditional Chinese medi-
cine, pain is relieved with improved blood 
circulation. To maintain openness of trade 
and flow of investment as a way to guaran-
tee sufficient supply and reasonable price 
is of vital significance for the revival of 
world economy.

Just as Director-General of the WTO 
Roberto Azevedo said, no country is self-
sufficient, no matter how powerful or ad-
vanced it may be. It’s becoming clearer 
and clearer that whether measures are 
taken to reduce tariffs, cancel barriers and 
make trade unimpeded is an important 
criterion for measuring a country’s sense 
of international responsibility.

As an important part on the global indus-
trial and supply chains, China has always 
kept its promise of pursuing openness and 
cooperation, offering strong support with 
concrete actions for countries to jointly 
combat the pandemic and make coordi-
nated efforts.

As the country is seeing improved situ-
ation at home and accelerating the resto-
ration of economic and social orders, it is 
constantly expanding production of epi-
demic control materials, guaranteeing suf-
ficient supplies for other countries to fight 
the pandemic and making Chinese contri-
bution to the final victory over the virus.

For instance, China is a major supplier 
of bulk drug in the world. Over 80 per-
cent of the enterprises in the sector have 
restored production, and over 80 percent 
of major products are being manufactured 

at full capacity. The daily output of medi-
cal protective suits grew forty-fold in just 
two months, and around 200,000 infrared 
thermometers are being delivered each 
day, up from the previous 15,000. Besides, 
China, while meeting the needs at home, 
has offered more than 1,700 invasive ven-
tilation devices for foreign countries, and 
over 20,000 have been ordered.

In a short period of time, China has 
turned its production capacity into power 
to fight the COVID-19 pandemic, and its 
economic circulation has ensured smooth 
global supply chain. This shows that to 
keep the global industrial and supply 
chains open, stable and safe is of great im-
portance to protect health and well-being 
of all mankind.

Openness and cooperation conform 
to the law of global economic operation, 

and remain important weapons to defeat 
COVID-19. Some countries fanned up the 
so-called “economic decoupling”, claim-
ing to relocate industrial chains, and some 
even tried to cut the chains. However, any 
attempt that goes against the trend of time 
or economic laws will finally be in vain.

According to a recent survey by the 
American Chamber of Commerce in the 
People’s Republic of China, China still 
remains a major market for most of the 
U.S. enterprises in the country. China, as 
a world-recognized major manufacturer, 
is also a major country producing and ex-
porting epidemic prevention and medical 
materials. The country’s achievements in 
containing the disease, as well as its prac-
tices to offer medical materials indicate 
that it is an indispensable power on the 
global industrial and supply chains.

Workers of a factory in east China’s Zhejiang province manufacture cast metal products 
to be exported to Belt and Road countries, March 18, 2020. Photo by Xie Shangguo/Peo-
ple’s Daily Online

Pharmacists at a traditional Chinese medicine hospital in Nantong, east China’s Jiangsu province dis-
pense medicines according to prescriptions of a kind of Chinese herbal tea which has proven effective 
on the prevention of COVID-19, March 5, 2020. Photo by Xu Peiqin/People’s Daily Online

An employee of Xiangyang Gotoo Machinery & Electronic Appliance Co., Ltd. debugs a 
thermal imaging system, March 9, 2020. Photo by Li Xuhui/ People’s Daily Online
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By Emma Jones, Talking Movies 

THERE is one part of the film industry booming 
after the onset of Covid-19 - movies that deal with 
infections, particularly on a global scale.

Docuseries such as Pandemic: How to Prevent 
an Outbreak on Netflix, and films such as Steven 
Soderbergh’s Contagion from 2011 have been 
enjoying unprecedented streaming numbers as 
audiences seek to understand current events.

Featuring an ensemble A-list cast including 
Gwyneth Paltrow, Kate Winslet, Matt Damon, 
Lawrence Fishburne, Jude Law and Marion 
Cotillard, Contagion documents the spread of a 
virus which originates in Asia and causes global 
lockdown. However, its sober tone is the opposite 
to the bombast of the traditional “disaster” movie, 
and it was made with the input of medical experts at 
Columbia University. 

“I didn’t want to show 200 people dropping dead 
at the same time in one scene,” director Steven 
Soderbergh explained at the time of the film’s 
release.

“As soon as you make it feel like a movie, you give 
the audience the ability to step away from it, and put 
a barrier in between them and what they are seeing 
- and we didn’t want to do that.”

Contagion may have set a gold standard in terms 
of movie realism - nevertheless, historically a whole 
film subculture has historically been rooted in fear 
of infection and disease.

The “monster” movie, part of the wider horror 
genre, has acquired new relevance. It’s about the 
fear of being bitten, and so infected with a contagion 
that’s irreversible.

“If you look at werewolf films, such as 1981’s An 
American Werewolf in London, that’s about the 
fear that something will bite you and you’ll pass the 
infection on to someone else,” says BBC Culture film 
critic Nicholas Barber.

“Then you’ve got vampire films, which are even 
more closely linked to disease and epidemics. In 
the 1922 Dracula adaptation, Nosferatu, there’s a 
scene where rats pour out of a coffin, and people 
start dying in the village and they blame the plague. 
Vampire films really are about infection and plague 
and disease.”

Audiences watching zombie movies such as 
Danny Boyle’s 28 Days Later, or Marc Forster’s 2013 
epic World War Z, starring Brad Pitt, might find they 
resonate in a new way.

In one scene at the start of 28 Days Later, actor 

Cillian Murphy stands in a deserted London, silent 
after being ravaged by a mysterious, incurable virus.

“Zombies used to be these shambling, reanimated 
corpses that lurched through graveyards and they 
tended to comment on consumerism and social 
unrest, “explains Barber. 

“That really changed with 2002’s 28 Days Later. 
In that, zombies are actually called ‘the infected’, 
they’re no longer reanimated corpses, they are 
people who have been infected by a virus. 

“World War Z, on the other hand, is really about 
globalisation, and how these infections don’t just 
take over a city, they spread throughout the world, 
as we’re seeing now. That was the zombie movie 
that covered it, and that’s what is so unprecedented 
about what we are seeing now.”

The loneliness of isolation after infection has 
also been covered by Hollywood - most famously 
by 2007’s I am Legend, directed by The Hunger 
Games’s Francis Lawrence and starring Will Smith.

An adaptation of a 1954 novel by Richard 
Matheson, Will Smith seems to be the only 
uninfected survivor in New York City after a virus, 
originally a new cure for cancer, kills billions 
of people and turns nearly everyone else into 
cannibalistic mutants called Darkseekers.

Perhaps creating the horrible and fantastical in 
film has been the human way of dealing with our 
vulnerability to viruses as a species.

Nevertheless, the idea of the victory of the human 
spirit - which can defeat and outsmart even a 
deadly virus - was seen most recently in 2016’s 93 
Days, a film directed by Steve Gukas and starring 
Danny Glover. It was based on a true story of how 
a dedicated medical team managed to prevent an 
Ebola outbreak in Nigeria by containing it, even if it 
meant sacrificing their own lives.

That idea of human triumph against impossible 
odds is likely to be a recurring theme in the films that 
emerge from screenwriters’ self-isolation.

“There’s a lot coming out of the coronavirus to 
inspire countless screenplays to come,” says Nigel M 
Smith, movies editor for People magazine.

“If you look at what happened after 9/11, it was only 
a year or so when Hollywood began making films 
out of these stories. The industry has a tendency to 
do things like that.”

But perhaps it’s just as well that a sequel to World 
War Z was cancelled last year. Would the public pay 
to watch a pandemic full of infected zombies, after 
living through the time of Coronavirus?

BBC

Plagues, zombies and vampires: How 
Hollywood handles deadly viruses

 

								      

By TIM REYNOLDS

KOBE Bryant’s resume has 
yet another entry to validate his 
greatness: He’s now, officially, a Hall of 
Famer.

And he’s got plenty of elite company 
in the 2020 class, one that may be as 
glitzy as any.

Bryant, who died in a helicopter 
crash on Jan. 26, and fellow NBA 
greats Tim Duncan and Kevin Garnett 
headlined a nine-person group 
announced Saturday as this year’s 
class of enshrinees into the Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame.

“An amazing class,” Duncan said.
They all got into the Hall in their 

first year as finalists, as did WNBA 
great Tamika Catchings. Others had 
to wait a bit longer for the good news: 
Two-time NBA champion coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich finally got his call, as did 
longtime Baylor women’s coach Kim 
Mulkey, 1,000-game winner Barbara 
Stevens of Bentley and three-time 
Final Four coach Eddie Sutton.

They were the eight finalists who 
were announced in February, and the 
panel of 24 voters who were tasked to 
decide who merited selection wound 
up choosing them all. Also headed 
to the Hall this year: former FIBA 
Secretary General Patrick Baumann, 
selected as a direct-elect by the 
international committee.

“He was the head of FIBA and this 
was a way to honor him,” Hall of 
Fame Chairman and enshrinee Jerry 
Colangelo said. “It was a special thing 
done through that committee.”

Bryant died about three weeks 
before the Hall of Fame said — as if 
there was going to be any doubt — that 
he was a finalist. Duncan and Garnett 
were also widely perceived to be locks 
to be part of this class; they were both 

15-time NBA All-Stars, and Bryant was 
an 18-time selection.

Bryant’s death has been part of a 
jarring start of the year for basketball: 
Commissioner Emeritus David Stern 
died on Jan. 1, Bryant and his daughter 
Gianna were among nine who died in 
the crash in late January, and the NBA 
shut down March 11 as the coronavirus 
pandemic began to grip the U.S.

“Obviously, we wish that he was 
here with us to celebrate,” Vanessa 
Bryant, Kobe’s wife, said on the ESPN 
broadcast of the class announcement. 
“But it’s definitely the peak of his NBA 
career and every accomplishment 
that he had as an athlete was a 
steppingstone to be here. So we’re 
incredibly proud of him.”

Bryant was also a five-time 
champion with the Los Angeles 
Lakers, just as Duncan was with the 
San Antonio Spurs.

“This is an incredibly special class, 
for many reasons,” Colangelo said.

Garnett is the only player in NBA 
history with at least 25,000 points, 
10,000 rebounds, 5,000 assists, 1,500 
blocks and 1,500 steals. He also was 
part of Boston’s 2008 NBA title.

“This is the culmination,” Garnett 
said. “All those hours ... this is what you 
do it for, right here. To be able to be 
called ‘Hall of Famer’ is everything.”

Duncan spent the entirety of his 
career with the Spurs, and is now 
back with the team as an assistant 
coach under Gregg Popovich.

“It’s kind of the end of the journey 
here,” Duncan, on the broadcast, 
said of his enshrinement. “It was an 
incredible career that I enjoyed so 
much. To call it a dream come true 
isn’t even doing any justice to it. I 
never dreamt I’d be at this point.”

Duncan, Garnett and Bryant were 
similar in many ways as players: The 
longevity of their careers, the eye-
popping numbers, almost perennial 
inclusion on award lists. They also 
shared a dislike for touting personal 
accomplishments.

But even the Hall would have 
touched Bryant, those closest to him 
said.

“No one deserves it more,” Lakers 
Governor Jeanie Buss said.

Added Lakers general manager Rob 
Pelinka, Bryant’s former agent: “All of 
us can trust that this Basketball Hall of 
Fame honor is one Kobe would, and 
will, deeply appreciate.”

Catchings was a 10-time WNBA 
All-Star and four-time Olympic gold 
medalist. Tomjanovich, who had 
overwhelming support from NBA 
peers who couldn’t understand why 
it took so long for his selection, was 
a five-time All-Star as a player, guided 
Houston to back-to-back titles and 

took the 2000 U.S. Olympic team to a 
gold medal.

“It’s a scary time and families are 
being shattered by this pandemic. To 
get something positive right now is so 
wonderful,” Tomjanovich said.

Mulkey has three NCAA titles as 
a coach, won two others as a player 
and had Baylor in position to vie for 
another championship this season 
had the global coronavirus pandemic 
not forced the shutdown of virtually 
every sport around the globe. Stevens 
has coached for 43 years and is a five-
time Division II coach of the year. 
Sutton won more than 800 games in 
nearly four decades, and Baumann 
was one of the most powerful voices 
in international basketball until his 
death in 2018.

“The incredible emotions that I felt 
after receiving the call from the Hall 
of Fame Friday afternoon, I can’t even 
put into words,” Stevens said.

The enshrinement ceremony 
in Springfield, Massachusetts, is 
scheduled for Aug. 29. Should the 
pandemic force a delay, there is 
a tentative plan for an October 
ceremony as well.

For this year, largely because of 
the star power of this class, the Hall 
chose to enact a one-year suspension 
of direct elections from the Veteran’s, 
Women’s Veteran’s, Early African-
American Pioneers and Contributors 
categories.

With Bryant, Duncan and Garnett 
as perhaps the top NBA trio to ever 
enter simultaneously, the Hall wanted 
to make sure that no enshrinee would 
be overlooked.

“We didn’t need to water it down,” 
Colangelo said. “Next year is another 
year for many.”

			   AP

Kobe, Duncan, Garnett headline 
Basketball Hall of Fame class

Kobe Bryant)

At least I can be Wimbledon champion 
for two years, says Halep 

LONDON
SIMON Halep is trying to look on the 

bright side regarding the suspension 
of the tennis season due to the 
coronavirus pandemic, which means at 
least she will be referred to as reigning 
Wimbledon champion for two years. 

The Romanian former world number 
produced a flawless performance to 
beat Serena Williams in last year’s 
final but this week’s cancellation of the 
grasscourt Grand Slam means she will 
not get to defend her title this summer. 

Halep, 28, is currently back in her 
native Romania where she has been 
locked down at home for 22 days, only 
popping out briefly to jog around the 
grounds of her residence. 

Asked about the Wimbledon 
cancellation, announced on 
Wednesday, Halep told Eurosport’s 

Tennis Legends vodcast: “I take it 
positively, because I am now the 
defending champion for two years. So, 
I have to live with that for one more 
year so that’s a good thing again. 

“I am excited that I will be able to play 
the first match on (the) Tuesday I think 
on Centre Court. So, I really want to 
make this experience. It’s going to be 
great for sure.” 

The WTA Tour and ATP Tour have 
been shut down until the middle of 
July, at least, but Halep is geared up 
for a longer suspension of the season, 
possibly the whole year. 

“I know that the worst scenario in 
my head is that this year is going to 
be cancelled and, yeah, I’m sure we’re 
going to overcome this period if we 
listen and stay home safely,” she said. 

“For the moment, I think it’s going 

to be longer than July. We hope for 
the U.S. Open (scheduled for Aug. 31 to 
Sept, 13) but it’s not sure because New 
York is struggling now.” 

LOTS OF SLEEP 
After so many years jet-setting 

around the globe, Halep said the 
enforced time off from the Tour had 
been welcome in some respects, even 
if the circumstances were dreadful. 

“It’s the longest period that I haven’t 
touched a racket. Not the ball, the 
racket — since Dubai,” she said. “And I 
want to keep it that way for one more 
month. 

“I just kept it very safe because I 
am a little bit scared about it. And I 
just want to stay chilled. I wake up at 
around 10 or 11. It’s very good to have 
a lot of sleep. 

“No alarm clock, no schedule, so I 
just wake up. I have a late breakfast 
and then I do some running here in 
the complex. Because we are allowed 
to do it, it’s a private residence. 

 “In the house I work on my core and 
my other exercises. So, every day I am 
working and I feel fit yes.” 

Halep said that while she missed her 
job, it was right that sport had faded 
into the background at a time of global 
crisis. 

“It’s just a world problem and I 
just want to say that it’s safer that 
everything got cancelled. It’s not a 
small problem, it’s a huge problem. 
And we just have to listen to what they 
say, to stay home and being very safe,” 
she said. 

“Tennis is not everything in my life.” 
		            REUTERS

FILE PHOTO: Jul 13, 2019; London, United Kingdom; Simona Halep (ROU) poses with her trophy after defeating Serena Williams (USA) in the women’s singles final on day 12 at the All 
England Lawn and Croquet Club. (Agencies))

MELBOURNE

ORGANISERS expect this year’s Twenty20 World Cup to be a success even if it has to vie with 
Australian rules football and rugby league for viewers due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the head of 
the organising committee said on Sunday. 

The Oct. 18-Nov. 15 tournament was slotted into Australia’s sports calendar between the end of 
the football season and the beginning of summer cricket to draw maximum attention. 

With both the Australian Football League (AFL) and National Rugby League (AFL) seasons 
suspended due to the pandemic, they may now clash with the Twenty20 World Cup when they 
resume. 

“In the event they have extended seasons...we still think the World Cup is a really strong 
proposition that might not come here again for 10 or 20 years,” Nick Hockley, CEO of the organising 
committee, told Australian Associated Press (AAP). 

“People love a World Cup. Cricket is Australia’s national sport ... and T20 is the format that appeals 
to the broadest possible demographic,” he said. 

“We’re very encouraged already by the take up in terms of ticket sales.” 
The women’s tournament proved a big success, with hosts Australia beating India in the March 

8 final to defend their title. 
The organisers expect the men’s tournament to replicate that success despite uncertainty 

around it. 
The governing International Cricket Council (ICC) has maintained there is no change in its plans, 

and Hockley hoped they would not require any either. 
“We’re wanting to give ourselves the best possible chance of going ahead as planned, so there’s 

no imminent or quick decision,” he said. 
“Hopefully it’s all resolved and we go ahead. In the event that it isn’t completely resolved, we are 

looking at all the different scenarios. Which is only prudent,” he added. 
REUTERS

World T20 organisers hopeful despite 
potential clash with other sports
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LONDON

EX-players blasted Liverpool for 
their move to furlough non-play-
ing staff during the coronavirus 
pandemic on Saturday as Premier 
League stars warned of a £200 mil-
lion ($245 million) shortfall in gov-
ernment coffers if 30 percent wage 
cuts were introduced.

The Premier League leaders said 
they would top up the public money 
made available from the govern-
ment to ensure staff on furlough re-
ceived their full salaries.

It follows similar moves by New-
castle, Tottenham, Bournemouth 
and Norwich to take advantage of 
the scheme, under which employ-
ers can claim for 80 percent of fur-
loughed employees’ wages.

But former Reds players Jamie 
Carragher and Stan Collymore 
strongly criticised the move by the 
European champions, who in Feb-
ruary announced pre-tax profits of 
£42 million ($51 million) for 2018/19.

“(Manager) Jurgen Klopp showed 
compassion for all at the start of this 
pandemic, senior players heavily 
involved in @premierleague play-
ers taking wage cuts. Then all that 
respect & goodwill is lost, poor this 
@LFC,” tweeted Carragher.

Collymore was even more forth-
right, tweeting: “I don’t know of any 
Liverpool fan of any standing that 
won’t be anything other than dis-
gusted at the club for furloughing 
staff.”

Liverpool said staff would be paid 
100 percent of their salaries to en-
sure nobody was financially disad-
vantaged.

A statement from the club said: 
“Even prior to the decision on staff 
furloughing, there was a collective 
commitment at senior levels of the 
club -- on and off the pitch -- with 
everyone working towards a solu-
tion that secures jobs for employees 
of the club during this unprecedent-
ed crisis.”

- ‘Effect on Health Service’ -
Meanwhile, the Professional Foot-

ballers’ Association warned of a 
£200 million ($245 million) shortfall 
for British government tax coffers 
if a 30% pay cut was introduced for 
players.

“All Premier League players want 

to, and will, play their part in making 
significant financial contributions in 
these unprecedented times,” said a 
PFA statement after a meeting with 
the Premier League.

“We welcomed the opportunity 
to discuss this with the Premier 
League today and we are happy to 
continue talks.”

However, the PFA insisted it was 
too simplistic to criticise multi-mil-
lionaire players for not easily agree-
ing to salary cuts.

“The proposed 30 percent salary 
deduction over a 12-month period 
equates to over £500m in wage re-
ductions and a loss in tax contribu-
tions of over £200m to the govern-
ment,” the PFA statement added.

“What effect does this loss of earn-
ing to the government mean for the 
National Health Service?”

The Premier League has been 
seen as lagging behind other Euro-
pean leagues in its response to cor-
onavirus and was accused by one 
British lawmaker of operating in a 
“moral vacuum”.

In Spain, Barcelona and Atletico 
Madrid players have agreed to pay 
cuts of 70% while the stars of Italian 
champions Juventus will be paid a 
reduced amount for the next four 
months.

England defender Danny Rose, on 
loan at Newcastle from Tottenham, 
told the BBC players were “keen to 
make something happen”.

“I can only speak for myself but I 
would have no problems whatsoev-
er contributing some of my wages to 
people who are fighting this on the 
front line and to people who have 
been affected by what’s happening 
at the minute,” he said.

On Friday, a hospital in London 
identified Rose as the individual be-
hind a £19,000 donation.

Liverpool skipper Jordan Hender-
son has led talks between Premier 
League club captains over what ac-
tion they could take, a move that 
began before Britain’s Health Sec-
retary Matt Hancock on Thursday 
joined those singling out footballers.

“It was just not needed for people 
who are not involved in football to 
tell footballers what they should do 
with their money,” added Rose. “I 
found that so bizarre.”

			   AFP

Liverpool blasted in virus furlough move, 
players in £200m wage cut warning

Spanish league and players 
still far apart on salary cuts

MADRID

THE Spanish league and players 
are still far apart on the size of the 
salary cuts they need to take to help 
reduce the financial impact caused 
by the coronavirus outbreak, with 
the footballers saying the organi-
zation wants them to carry nearly 
half the total losses.

The league and the players’ as-
sociation have been in talks to try 
to find ways to mitigate losses that 
could reach nearly 1 billion euros 
($1.08 billion) if the season cannot 
be restarted because of the pan-
demic.

The players have said they are 
willing to reduce their salaries, but 
not as much as the league or the 
clubs want.

“After analyzing the current cir-
cumstances of the sector and given 
the distance in conversations with 
the players’ association, it is neces-
sary to adopt measures in view of 
the serious economic crisis that 
COVID-19 is causing in the Spanish 
soccer industry,” the league said in 
a statement.

It also added that government 
furloughs are “an exceptional 
mechanism to avoid and mitigate 
the negative impact that COVID-19 
is having on the sector, and thus 
guarantee its subsequent recov-
ery.”

According to media reports, the 
league expects losses of 957 million 
euros ($1.03 billion) if the season is 
canceled, with 303 million euros 
($327 million) lost if it resumes 
with games in empty stadiums and 
156 million euros ($168 million) of 
deficits if it continues with fans.

The players said the total cuts in 
salaries requested by the league 
would account for 451 million eu-
ros ($487 million) if the top flight 
cannot restart.

The reduction in salaries being 
discussed reportedly varies de-
pending on the clubs, and also on 
whether they are playing in the 
Champions League or the Europa 
League.

Team captains met with the play-
ers’ association late Friday to dis-
cuss their options after the league 
earlier in the day called for all 
clubs to put the footballers on gov-
ernment furloughs to reduce labor 
costs while the stoppage of play 
continued. The furloughs help the 
clubs and guarantee players their 
jobs once the crisis is over.

The league said it is responsible 
for preserving an industry that rep-
resents 1.37 percent of the nation’s 
gross domestic product and em-
ploys about 185,000 people.

Atlético Madrid and Barcelona 
were among the clubs to resort to 
the furloughs in recent days. Both 
reached an agreement with players 
to reduce their salaries by 70 per-
cent, and guaranteed the wages of 
other employees were unaffected.

There are nearly 125,000 cases 
of the new coronavirus in Spain, 
which on Saturday surpassed Italy 
as the country with the second-
most infections behind the United 
States. The death toll in the nation 
stands at 11,744.

The government is expected to 
extend lockdown measures until 
April 26, likely keeping the Spanish 
league suspended until then.

The league has said the season 
won’t resume until authorities 
deem it safe for everyone’s health. 
It said it will recommend a “mini-
mum of 15 days” of practice before 
the games can restart, though it 
suggested recently the training 
period may begin with restrictions 
before the lockdown is removed.

AP

By Nicky Bandini, ESPN

AT the end of their sensational and surreal Cham-
pions League elimination of Valencia in Spain on 
March 10, a 4-3 second-leg win (8-4 on aggregate) 
in an empty stadium Atalanta’s players gathered in 
front of a TV camera, holding up a T-shirt with a 
dedication written across the chest. “Bergamo, this 
is for you,” it read. “Móla mía.”

Written in local dialect, that last phrase trans-
lates to “never give up”. It could have been a fitting 
slogan for soccer’s latest fairytale story. Atalanta, 
an Italian team from a city of 120,000 people, had 
just gatecrashed the final eight of Europe’s most 
prestigious club competition. They had done it 
in style, too, scoring four goals in each leg of their 
first-ever Champions League knockout tie.

This was their way: attack, attack, attack. A club 
whose annual wage bill (around $40 million) 
would not buy you half of Cristiano Ronaldo was 
averaging more goals per game in 2019-20 than 
any other team in Europe’s top-five leagues except 
Bayern Munich, who spend more than seven times 
as much on player salaries. And Atalanta truly 
did embody that “Móla mía” mindset. They had 
lost their first three games in the group phase by 
a combined 11-2 scoreline, drew the fourth, then 
progressed by winning the final two.

Yet the words on that T-shirt were not intended 
in a self-congratulatory way. The players were 
sending a message of support to their hometown, 
as it faced up to a tragedy of unimaginable pro-
portions. One that soccer itself might, unwittingly, 
have helped to spread.

The city of Bergamo is situated in a province 
of the same name, with a total population of just 
over 1.1 million. On March 10, the day of Atalanta’s 
return game against Valencia, the number of con-
firmed coronavirus cases in the province rose to 
1,472. Across Lombardy, the region containing Ber-
gamo and also Milan, there had already been 468 
deaths.

The sense of an accelerating crisis was present 
before Atalanta flew to Spain. Bergamo was part 
of a northern quarantine zone established by the 
Italian prime minister, Giuseppe Conte, on March 
8, and the team required special dispensation to 
travel a day later. The previous weekend’s fixtures 
in Serie A -- including one of the most hotly antici-
pated showdowns in years between Juventus and 
Inter -- had taken place behind closed doors; their 
game in Valencia would be too. Even so, reality hit 
players hard upon their return.

Hours after Atalanta departed, Italy’s lockdown 
was expanded to cover the whole country. By the 
time they arrived home, the government was draft-
ing tighter restrictions, obliging the vast majority 
of businesses, besides food stores and pharmacies, 
to shut down.

“We were happy at first,” recalled the defender 
Mattia Caldara in an interview with the city’s lead-
ing newspaper, L’Eco di Bergamo. “To reach the 
quarterfinals of the Champions League would 
have been unimaginable even a few months ear-
lier. But as soon as we touched down in Bergamo, 
that happiness vanished almost completely.

“To arrive in a semi-deserted airport, when nor-
mally there would have been fans waiting for us, 
and then find the streets empty was a blow to the 
heart.”

The blows have kept coming. Official figures 
show that 2,050 people died of COVID-19 in the 
province of Bergamo in March, but an investiga-
tion by L’Eco Di Bergamo found that the true figure 
was likely twice as high, taking in people who died 
at home or in care facilities without ever receiving 
an official diagnosis. In total, more than 5,400 peo-
ple had lost their lives in the province: six times as 
many as did in March 2019.

Hospitals have been overwhelmed; so too have 
coffin-makers and cemeteries. Residents have 
watched convoys of military vehicles come to col-
lect bodies and take them away to be cremated 
elsewhere.

Doctors have died after continued exposure 
while treating the sick; beloved public figures have 
passed, too. On Sunday, the former boxer Angelo 
Rottoli succumbed to the virus at the age of 61. A 
former European champion, he fought his one 
world title fight against Carlos De Leon in Bergamo 
in 1985. He lost, but to the locals he would always 
remain their very own Muhammad Ali.

Compounding the horror, doctors have now 
raised a grim possibility: that Atalanta’s nights of 
European glory might directly have contributed to 
the virus’s spread. The first leg of that tie against 
Valencia took place at San Siro, in Milan. Atalanta 
played all of their Champions League home games 
at the venue this season, allowing for attendances 
more than twice as large as would have been pos-
sible at their own Stadio Atleti Azzurri d’Italia.

Roughly 40,000 fans made the 35-mile journey 
from Bergamo to Milan for the Valencia game. 
Kids were taken out of school, with parents’ mis-
chievous notes to teachers explaining that their 
offspring needed to participate in a “cultural-his-
torical” moment making international headlines. 
Just to play in such a game, for a club of Atalanta’s 
means, was already a cause for celebration.

Fabiano di Marco, chief pneumologist at Berga-
mo’s largest hospital, fears it was also the start of 
catastrophe.

“I have heard a lot [of theories for why the vi-
rus has spread so aggressively in the region], I’ll 

How Atalanta’s feel-good story became a 
‘biological bomb’ for coronavirus in Italy, Spain

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

Bergamo, home to Atalanta, has been hard hit in terms of confirmed positive cases and deaths, but the 40,000 fans who traveled to Milan for the 
first leg vs. Valencia on Feb. 19 game led to one prominent doctor calling the encounter ‘a biological bomb.’ (Agencies)

positive, if often accompanied with re-
minders to his followers to “stay home.” 
But one post from his wife Linda, walk-
ing through a deserted city, provided a 
vivid glimpse at how different life looks 
in Bergamo.

“Today I went out after weeks to get 
some milk for Milo at the pharmacy,” she 
wrote. “In Bergamo, we do not sing at 6 
p.m. [as people have taken to doing from 
their balconies in other parts of Italy]. 
Here, at the moment, there are only two 
things: silence and ambulances. Before 
long it will all be back as it was before, or 
close to that, because this situation has 
taught us to give value to the things that 
previously we took for granted.”

Quite how long that will be remains 
the great unknown. In the meantime, 
the lives of professional athletes look the 
same as those of many other young peo-
ple: stuck at home, fretting about more 
vulnerable loved ones and looking for 
ways to fill the time. 

Atalanta’s players have a WhatsApp 
group and catch up regularly via video 
chat on Zoom. Some play video games. 
Wing-back Hans Hateboer represented 
the club in the Ultimate QuaranTeam 
Fifa tournament, losing to professional 
gamer Renzo Oemrawsingh.

Nobody at Atalanta is kidding them-
selves as to their own importance. Asked 
by Gazzetta dello Sport what role soccer 
players could fill right now, De Roon re-
plied bluntly: “A marginal one. The real 
protagonists are the doctors.”

Still, soccer has its place, as the for-
mer Milan manager Arrigo Sacchi once 
described it: “the most important of the 
least important things.” De Roon was 
candid in acknowledging his personal 
sadness at the postponement of Euro 
2020 at a time when he had established 
himself at last as a fixed part of the Neth-
erlands’ national team, even as he ac-
knowledged that it was the only possible 
decision.

“Happiness is not something we can 
take for granted, everything can change 
in an instant,” he reflected. “We need to 
enjoy every second of life.”

It was, at its core, the same sentiment 
that he and his Atalanta teammates had 
shared at the end of their win in Valencia.

“Móla mía.” Keep going. Don’t give up.

say mine,” Di Marco told the newspaper 
Corriere della Sera. “On Feb. 19, 40,000 
Bergamaschi [people from Bergamo] 
went to San Siro for Atalanta-Valencia. In 
buses, cars, on trains. A biological bomb, 
unfortunately.”

The risks could not easily have been 
perceived back then, and certainly not 
by the clubs or players involved. There 
were only three confirmed coronavirus 
cases in all of Italy before that first leg 
was played on Feb. 19. It was only that 
same day that the wife of a man who had 
come to hospital with a fever in Codogno, 
a little less than 40 miles south of Milan, 
remembered that he had been in contact 
with a friend who’d recently returned 
from China. He became the first person 
diagnosed with the virus in Lombardy. 
The first case in Bergamo would be re-
ported within a week.

A Spanish journalist who travelled to 
the game would later become the second 
person infected in the Valencia region, 
according to a report by The Associ-
ated Press. More than a third of Valencia 
players would eventually test positive 
for COVID-19 and as of Friday, Spain has 
since become the European nation with 
the highest number of cases, recently 
surpassing Italy.

For Atalanta’s players, hindsight risks 
becoming a burden.

“I think it’s all down to that first game 
against Valencia,” said Alejandro “Papu” 
Gomez, Atalanta’s captain and charis-
matic forward, in an interview with the 
Argentinian newspaper Olé, recalling 
how it had taken his wife three hours to 
make what is normally a 40-minute trip 
to San Siro on account of the vast num-
bers of traveling fans. He was frustrated 
by the lack of health checks made ahead 
of the second leg, at a point in time when 
more countries were aware of the risks. 
Although that game took place behind 
closed doors at the Mestalla, roughly 
2,000 Valencia fans still gathered outside 
before kickoff to welcome their team.

(One night later, Liverpool would host 
Atlético Madrid before a full-house of 
52,000 fans at Anfield. More than 3,000 
had travelled from Spain. The decision 
to allow spectators into the ground drew 
criticism at the time but appears even 
more questionable in light of what has 

happened since.)
There has been only one confirmed 

case among Atalanta’s players. Goalkeep-
er Marco Sportiello is typically a backup 
but started the second leg against Valen-
cia. He tested positive for COVID-19 on 
March 20 and, although asymptomatic, 
had to live in isolation from his family 
for a time, occupying the ground floor of 
his home while his wife and 3-year-old 
daughter stayed upstairs.

A soccer club, though, is more than 
its players. Atalanta’s president, Antonio 
Percassi, told the radio station RTL 102.5 
on Saturday that “we have had eight cas-
es of people who worked for Atalanta and 
that has been such a hard and sad thing.” 
He compared the experience of Bergamo 
to living through a world war.

The worry that those two games 
against Valencia contributed to the 
spread of coronavirus sits in awkward 
co-existence with the thought that the 
things they achieved on the pitch might 
also be a source of cheer to supporters 
during a bleak time.

 “Speaking from a footballing perspec-
tive, the memory of qualifying remains 
a happy one, even if today it all appears 
grey,” said midfielder Marten de Roon. 
This is a club that shares a close bond 
with its city, one that has for years sent 
out a free club shirt to every baby born in 
the province.

“I hope, with all my heart, that the 
things Atalanta have conquered recently 
can give our people a smile,” Percassi 
said in his interview with RTL 102.5. L’Eco 
di Bergamo has suspended subscription 
fees for its soccer blog, 

Corner, and continues to run posts ana-
lysing the team’s recent rise. In a piece on 
their website last week, Roberto Belingh-
eri explained their decision to carry on 
talking about soccer, writing that: “We 
cannot, and do not want to, speak only of 
this cursed virus.” 

Gómez, always an active presence on 
social media, has been posting even more 
regularly while in lockdown, sharing eve-
rything from light-hearted, crafty “life 
hacks” -- repurposing used plastic bottles 
as organisers for your desk or bathroom 
-- to pick-up soccer games with his kids 
and examples of his daily workout. For 
the most part, his tone has remained 
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By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

MOROGORO-based Mawenzi Market FC which fea-
tures in this season’s First Division League (FDL) has 
now been put on sale because of failure by the outfit’s 
management to successfully oversee it.

The club, as disclosed the management, currently 
needs over 20m/- to meet demands which include 
payment of players’ signing fees and costs for the 
club’s trips to other regions to participate in away 
matches.

Mawenzi Market FC Chairman, Ramadhan Mo-
hamed, said as domestic soccer leagues and the re-
maining sporting events in the country have been 
put on hold following the Coronavirus disease 
spread, the club’s officials feel it is time to seek sports 
stakeholders that can buy it. 

“We have no means to get that amount of cash, we 
ought to sell the club. Any soccer follower who is in-
terested in purchasing the club can do so otherwise 
the club will be kicked out of the FDL,’’ he noted.

‘’The squad has showcased poor showing in away 
matches due to financial constraints it experiences.’’

The official pointed out the squad has managed to 
put impressive showing in home matches given the 
squad does not spend much for the matches.

Mawenzi Market FC has won over five duels which 
took place at their backyard.

The team has succumbed to loss in three away 
matches which took place in Lake Zone. 

The squad lost 2-1 to Pamba in a match, which 
took place at at Nyamagana Stadium in Mwanza and 
thereafter lost to Gwambina FC and Geita Gold FC.

Mawenzi Market FC has yet to confront Gipco FC 
in the Morogoro team’s last assignment in Lake Zone. 

“These records are associated with financial dif-
ficulties, hence the outfit’s management decided to 
sell it given we have no investor,’’ he disclosed.

‘’The outfit mainly depends on contributions from 
its members and fans, namely businessmen and 
women, that operate at Mawenzi Market.’’

The official said the management has as well been 
compelled to sell the outfit due to the Coronavirus 
disease, which has seen business at the Mawenzi 
Market stall.

He revealed with members and fans finding it dif-
ficult to contribute cash, the club’s management feels 
it can no longer run the outfit.

Morogoro Municipal Mayor, Paschal Kianga, said 
soccer enthusiasts in the region are required to not 
only focus on supporting Mawenzi Market FC but 
also put their weight behind other outfits, which fea-
ture in Mainland Premier League, FDL and Second 
Division League (SDL).

“I’ve been supporting the club for a long time, re-
cently before the coronavirus outbreak, the team 
was stranded in Lake Zone when it was participating 
in FDL matches,’’he disclosed.

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

AS the world continues to grapple 
with effects of Coronavirus outbreak, 
Tanzanian realistic painter Athuman 
Hamisi has decided to spend his time 
at home drawing the portrait of Presi-
dent John Pombe Magufuli.

In an interview, the artist who sells 
his works at Mwenge Vinyago busi-
ness area in Dar es Salaam said he is 
now in the third week of drawing the 
40x50cm portrait of President Magu-
fuli and he expects to complete it at 
the end of this week.

Hamisi, who is popularly known as 
‘Ochu’, said the idea for drawing the 
President’s portrait comes as a way of 
appreciating the good things the head 
of state is doing to the nation.

He believes the President will one 
day see his work, appreciate and sup-
port it. 

“After the government had an-
nounced measures to control spread 
of Coronavirus in the country, I de-
cided to spend much of my time at 
home and, as a young artist who is im-
pressed with the good things our Pres-
ident is doing to the nation, I thought 
it wise to draw his portrait, I’m sure he 
will see it and appreciate my artistic 
work,” he said.    

This is not the first time for Hamisi 
to draw portraits ff the country’s lead-
ers as he also did so in 2018.

“In 2018 I drew a portrait which had 
the country’s five presidents start-
ing with Mwalimu Julius Kambarage 
Nyerere, Ali Hassan Mwinyi, Benja-
min Mkapa, Jakaya Kikwete and John 
Pombe Magufuli,’’ he noted.

‘’It was a black and white 80x100cm 
portrait, my aim was to give it to Presi-
dent Magufuli but I did not have ei-
ther connections or means of meeting 
him, I sold it to a certain lady,” he said. 

Hamisi also recently came up with a 
cartoon named ‘ Bongo Bhana’, which 
is aimed at sensitizing people on the 
dangers of Coronavirus pandemic 
which has affected the world.

The cartoon is orienting people on 
health and safety precautionary mea-
sures to avoid contracting the disease.

The award winning, self –taught 
24-year old realistic painter said the 
Coronavirus pandemic has negative-
ly affected visual art business in the 
country especially those that depend 
on foreign tourists.

He said due to the outbreak many 
people are not coming to buy the art-
ists’ products.

‘’ Due to this Coronavirus pandemic 
many tourists are not coming, it must 
be known that majority of tourists 
who come at our Mwenge Vinyago 
area are from Italy, in short the busi-
ness in not going on well but we are 
hoping for a better tomorrow,”he said.

Hamisi admires the works of United 
States of America (USA) acrylic paint-
er Nick Sider, and the Tanzanian visu-
al artist’s dream is to become a promi-
nent realistic painter in the continent.

How Atalanta’s feel-good story became a 
‘biological bomb’ for coronavirus in Italy, 
Spain
Comprehensive report, page 19

Soccer outfits forced to retain players, 
coaches due to Coronavirus outbreak        

Mawenzi Market FC in 
pursuit of investors 

Dar artist set to 
create President 
Magufuli portrait   

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

FOOTBALL outfits in Tanzania will 
be forced to remain with players and 
coaches whose current contracts are 
set to expire in June as a means to 
cushion the impact of football sus-
pension due to the Coronavirus pan-
demic.

World soccer governing body, 
FIFA, is expected to come up with 
recommendations to ask football 
clubs to remain with the players 
whose contracts end this June.

The recommendations are to be 
made at the coming FIFA coronavi-
rus working group.

FIFA set up the working group on 
March 18 this year and the body said 
in a statement that it will ‘assess the 
need for amendments or temporary 
dispensations to the FIFA Regula-
tions on the Status and Transfer of 
Players’ to protect contracts for both 
players and clubs and adjusting play-
er registration periods.

According to a leaked confi-
dential internal FIFA document, 
seen by Sportsmail of the United 
Kingdom(UK), it also opens the door 
for clubs to work with players to 
agree on deferred or reduced sala-
ries ‘by reasonable amounts for any 
period of work stoppage.

The recommendations are split 
into a number of categories and rep-
resent a ‘series of guiding principles’ 
for Member Associations.

Some of the recommendations are, 
expiring agreement and new con-
tracts, FIFA say that while dates are 
written in contracts (usually July 1 to 
June 30) it is recognized that those 
dates are there to reflect a season. 

They state that this is ‘the true in-
tention of all parties’ when the con-
tracts are drawn up.

FIFA’s proposal is that expiring 
contracts should be extended until 
the new date of the end of the sea-
son. New contracts should be pushed 
back to the new start date of the new 
season.

In the case of overlapping seasons 
‘priority must be given to the former 
club to complete their season with 
their original squad’. Loan arrange-
ments would also be extended.

The other one is existing contracts 
and FIFA says that there is an ac-
knowledgement that the outbreak 
has made obligations (training, play-
ing matches etc) impossible. 

FIFA say national employment 
laws will be leaned on.

The body’s proposal is that clubs 
and employees will be encouraged 

African Lyon players participate in training session in Dar es Salaam recently to prepare for the First Division 
League (FDL). PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

       

After the government had an-
nounced measures to control 
spread of Coronavirus in the coun-
try, I decided to spend much of my 
time at home and, as a young artist 
who is impressed with the good 
things our President is doing to the 
nation, I thought it wise to draw his 

Visual artist, Athuman Hamisi, works on a portrait of President John Pombe Magufuli at the artist’s residence in Dar es Salaam last weekend. PHOTO; COUR-
TESY OF ATHUMAN HAMISI 

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

to work together to agree on deferral and re-
duction of salary by a reasonable amount for 
any period of work stoppage. 

Alternatively, all agreements should be sus-
pended during any work stoppage provided 
an adequate alternative income can be found 
during the period in question.

Plus, FIFA to extend the scope of funds al-
located into their fund for professional play-
ers.

While the last recommendation by FIFA is 
on transfer window, in which the body says 
its rules dictate that associations may mod-
ify dates under ‘exceptional circumstances’. 
Coronavirus disease, they state, is clearly 
that.

FIFA’s proposal on the issue is that all re-
quests for an extension of the current season 
finishing date be approved. 

All requests to extend or amend registra-
tion periods that have already commenced 
be approved as long as they are not for longer 
than 16 weeks. 

All requests to postpone windows that 
have not commenced be approved. Member 
associations should be permitted to amend 
registration dates.

Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) secre-
tary general, Wilfred Kidao, and the federa-
tion’s information officer, Clifford Ndimbo, 

yesterday could not be reached on their mo-
bile phones for comments on the issues.

However, Tanzania Soccer Players Union 
(Sputanza) Chairman, Mussa Kisoki, in an 
interview yesterday, refused to comment on 
the matter.

He disclosed he is waiting for official com-
munication from the domestic football gov-
erning body.

He said Sputanza is an affiliate of TFF, and 
he will wait for official communication from 
the federation on the development.

“For now, I cannot comment on that, we 
are waiting for our mother body (TFF)to give 
us communication on the matter, you give 
me two to three days, I will have informa-
tion,’’ he said.

Tanzania Premier League Board (TPLB) 
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Almasi Ka-
songo, yesterday could not pick up his phone 
when we wanted to have his side of the story.

To domestic players and coaches, whose 
contracts are expected to expire in June, the 
FIFA recommendation are welcome given 
they have looked at their welfare in the face 
of the global pandemic.

But to many local clubs it will be difficult 
for them to adhere to the proposals as the 
outfits mostly depend on gate collections.
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