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2.75bn/-, pushing the value 
of their participation on 
buying activity to 3.99bn/-
, which was equivalent 
to more than the value of 
shares they bought dur-
ing the first quarter of last 
year.

Analysts expect slow 
gaining of foreign investors 
on buying activity as some 
were returning specifically 
on active counters, while 
exiting from counters 
which their shares have re-
mained stagnant for a long 
time.

However, the shares 
bought by foreign inves-

tors on Friday last week 
were also sold by their fel-
low foreigners.

Foreign investors have 
so far recorded a net 
outflow of 20.5bn/-, af-
ter selling shares valued 
24.55bn/- since the start of 
the current quarter, which 
is 47.49 percent of total 
shares sold.

Top mover during last 
week was CRDB Bank 
counter, which trans-
acted 7.9 million shares 
sold through both block 
trade pre-arranged market 
board and normal board, 
at a price between  510/- 

and 540/- per share in 356 
deals.

Second top mover was 
TBL counter, which re-
corded the transaction 
of 263,000 shares traded 
through block trade pre-
arranged market boards, 
at a discounted price of 
5,500/- per share in 11 
deals.

The market report 
shows, NICO counter was 
third top mover, after re-
corded the transaction of 
135,799 shares, traded at a 
price of between 570/- and 
630/- per share in 51 deals, 
followed by Tanzania Port-

 By Guardian Correspondent

Amid economic uncertainties and 
rising inflation, total gold demand, 
including over-the-counter (OTC) de-
mand, reached a new record of 4 899 t 
in 2023, thereby supporting the highest 
yearly average gold price of $1 940.54/
oz, according to the World Gold Coun-
cil’s (WGC’s) most recent ‘Gold Demand 
Trends Report’.

The gold price, which hit an all-time 
high in almost every currency globally 
except the Swiss franc and was driven 
by increasing demand, particularly 
from central banks and OTC investors, 
has benefited gold mining companies 
globally, explains WGC chief market 
strategist John Reade.

However, yearly gold demand, ex-
cluding OTC demand, fell to 4 448 t in 
2023, a 5 percent decrease from a nota-
bly strong 2022.

Nonetheless, the central bank buying 
streak from 2022 continued at a “blister-
ing rate”, with demand having reached 
1 037 t last year, making it the second-
highest on record, down just 45 t on the 
previous year.

Hence, the WGC says it expects an-
other year of strong buying, adding that 
central bank buying – above the longer-
term average – is likely to provide solid 
price support.

Minerals Council South Africa econo-
mist André Lourens says the surge in 
demand from central banks over the 
past two years can be linked to econom-
ic uncertainties, heightened inflation 
and geopolitical tensions.

Meanwhile, the WGC report notes 
that yearly jewellery demand held 
steady at 2 093 t, despite the high gold 
price environment, while yearly bar 
and coin investment declined mildly by 
3% year-on-year as divergent trends in 
key Western and Eastern markets offset 
one another.

The gold volume used in electronics 
in 2023 also fell below 300 t.

Moving forward, Reade says the per-
formance of the gold price will depend 
on the direction of US interest rates and 
the strength or weakness of the US dol-
lar against major currencies, noting that 
US interest rates are likely to be lower 
this year and in 2025.

“We are convinced, as is the consen-
sus of economic opinion, that interest 
rates will fall in the US in 2024 and 2025. 
Declining interest rates are usually as-
sociated with higher US oil prices and, 
if the US dollar weakens, that will also 
help gold.”

With global geopolitical tensions 
becoming more unstable, such as the 
war in Ukraine, the conflict in the Mid-
dle East and potential tensions in the 
South China Sea, investors are drawn 
to safe-haven assets, particularly gold, 
which SA Bullion co-CEO Clint O’Brien 
describes as “immutable”.

Lourens adds that global geopolitical 
tensions heighten uncertainty, thereby 
impacting on growth and prosperity in 
the market, causing investors to “price 
in” the increased risk and/or cost of do-
ing business associated with unpredict-
ability.

Concerns over a country’s involve-
ment in wars translates into long-term 
investment being postponed in regions 
such as the Middle East while resources 
are diverted to short-term mitigation 
mechanisms.

“Risk is high, so money flows to less 
risky business ventures. In these ‘high-
risk’ areas, money flows to militaries 
and aid, and, to hedge against these un-
certainties, investors and central banks 
opt to buy assets that are reliable, pre-
dictable and universally valued. Hence, 
an increased demand for asset classes 
like gold,” says Lourens.

Additionally, disruptions in trade and 
logistics, as a result of the conflict in the 
Red Sea, have resulted in higher input 
costs and heightened inflation, which 
Lourens says could coincide with high-
er global levels of inflation, as was the 
case in 2022.

He adds that increased input costs 
and inflation erode the value of cash-
like assets, thereby driving investment 
in gold. Global conflict also creates 
subdued growth and wealth outcomes, 
which affect consumers who could, for 
example, demand less jewellery.

“The net outcome here is less certain 
and it is too early for us to speculate on 
the economic impact of tensions in the 
Red Sea. Suffice to say the gold price will 
act as a signal that reflects the underly-
ing global economic and political condi-
tions.”

Consequently, central banks may re-
calibrate their gold acquisition strate-
gies accordingly.

“We are confident the risk in the geo-
political sphere has not been priced in. 
This means volatility and surprises lie 
ahead. There is going to be more diver-
gence in price movements within the 
commodity complex than we’ve seen 
in the past,” adds Rand Merchant Bank 
co-head for resources sector solutions 
Julian Grieve.
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BUSINESS Stocks indices end week 
on high note with 2.7bln/- 
foreigners’ shares buyingGeopolitical uncertainty now 

supports gold demand, prices

Dr. Saada Mkuya Salum (R), minister of State in the Zanzibar President’s office ( Finance and Planning), presents an award to the Head of Branch Operations 
of Absa Bank Tanzania, Mwilongo Irene Msungu (C), in recognition of the bank’s contribution as the main sponsor at the launch of the Tanzania Women in 
Finance Association (TAWiFA), during an event held in Kizimkazi, Zanzibar recently. Left is Absa Zanzibar Branch manager, Rabia Aboud.This is one of Absa 
Bank’s initiatives to empower women economically. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 By Guardian Reporter

The Dar es Salaam 
Stock Exchange 
(DSE) indices 
closed last week 

in green, after gaining 
of share prices among 
three local firms, with 
foreign investors making 
a comeback through buy-
ing shares valued 2.7bn/-, 
which was twice of the 
purchase amount record-
ed since the start of the 
current quarter.

The DSE market re-
port shows Tanzania 
Share Index (TSI) closed 
at 4,400.98 points on Fri-
day, an increase of 10.27 
points, while the all share 
index (DSE) gained by 
3.26 points after closing at 
1,770.77 points.

Three counters which 
caused the gain of the in-
dices include CRDB Bank, 
which its share price 
closed at 530/- an increase 
of 1.92 percent, self-listed 
DSE, which closed at 
1,860/- through appre-
ciation of 1.09 percent ad 
NICO, which its share price 
went up by 1.72 percent af-
ter closing at 590/-.

The market reports 
show foreign investors 
bought shares valued 

Mahenge graphite project gets 
approval for $53.9mln funding

Mahenge graphite project
 By Guardian Corre-

spondent

Tanzanian graphite de-
veloper Black Rock Mining 
has successfully secured 
the necessary debt facili-
ties required to advance 
its Mahenge project, with a 
new senior term loan from 
South Africa’s Industrial 
Development Corpora-
tion (IDC) completing the 
financing package crucial 
to get the mine into pro-
duction.

The IDC has approved 
a senior term loan of 
$53.9-million for the pro-
ject. Together with the 
previously announced 
$59.6-million from the De-
velopment Bank of South-
ern Africa (DBSA), Black 
Rock now has all the key 
approvals for the targeted 
term loan for the project.

The IDC is a state-owned 
institution that provides 
financial support to pro-
mote economic growth 
and development in South 
Africa. It funds viable 
businesses to enhance in-
dustrial capacity and con-
tribute to the economic 
growth of South Africa and 
the African continent.

The loan terms remain 
subject to documentation, 
but the loan tenor is ex-
pected to be seven years 
and the interest rate will 

be based on the secured 
overnight financing rate, 
or SOFR, plus a margin, 
Australia Stock Exchange 
(ASX)-listed Black Rock 
states.

Ultimately, funding for 
the project to reach pro-
duction will require both 
debt and equity. Black 
Rock previously signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing with its strategic 
alliance partner, Posco, for 
a potential cornerstone eq-
uity position in Black Rock 
of up to $40-million. Final 
approvals for this invest-
ment are expected shortly, 
the company notes.

“Black Rock will now 
seek to document full 
form facility agreements 
and confirm the final 
structure of the Mahenge 
project debt package. Such 
facilities are expected to 
contain terms and condi-
tions usual for facilities 
of this type, but there is 
no guarantee of the con-
ditions potential lenders 
may seek to impose, or 
that facility agreements 
will ultimately be entered 
into,” Black Rock said in 
an announcement issued 
on Friday by John de Vries 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Black Rock Mining.

Black Rock aims to have 
Module 1 at Mahenge in 
production in 2026.

The definitive feasibil-
ity study for the project 
considers a four-stage 
construction schedule to 
deliver up to 340,000 t/y 
of 98.5 percent graphite 
concentrate for 26 years of 
98.5 percent LOI premium 
graphite flake concentrate 
with the ability to produce 
ultra-purity flake of 99 per-
cent LOI.

Black Rock Mining Ltd 
has an 84 percent inter-
est in the world-class Ma-
henge Graphite Project 
(Mahenge) which hosts a 
multi-generational graph-
ite resource and is one of 
the largest JORC-compli-
ant flake graphite resourc-
es globally.

The government of 
Tanzania owns 16 per-
cent stake of the project 
through free carried inter-
est shareholding. A Joint 
Venture company, Faru 
Graphite Corporation 
(Faru) was established to 
develop the project.

The Mahenge Project is 
spread across 324 square 
kilometres of exploration 
tenements in Ulanga dis-
trict, approximately 250 
km north of the border 
with Mozambique. 

As of 2019, Tanzania’s es-
timated graphite reserves 
stand at 18 million tonnes 
ranking 5th in the world 
after Turkey, China, Brazil, 
and Mozambique.

In September last year, 
Black Rock Mining signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing agreement with 
its strategic partner Posco 
International, pertaining 
to graphite supply from 
Module 2 of the Mahenge 
project.

Under the non-binding 
agreement, POSCO will 
purchase fine graphite 
from the planned produc-
tion of the Mahenge Mod-
ule 2 project.

land Cement Company 
(TPCC), which transacted 
60,625 shares traded at a 
price between 4,260/- and 
4,320/- per share in 20 
deals.

Other active counters 
during the week were 
Tanga Cement Company 
Limited (TCCL), TCCIA 
Investment Company 
(TICL),  Swissport Tanza-
nia (Swis), NMB Bank, DCB 
Bank, Vodacom, Precision 
Air (PAL), DSE, Tanzania 
Cigarette Company (TCC) 
and TATEPA.

A total turnover re-
corded during the week 
amounted to 6.5bn/- fol-
lowing the transaction of 
8.7 million shares traded 
in 594 deals.

Since the start of this 
quarter, a total turnover of 
51.7bn/- has so far been re-
corded, which is far above 
20.3bn/- recorded during 
the whole first quarter of 
last year and more than a 
third of the value record-
ed during the fourth quar-
ter of last year.

Local investors have 
continued to dominate 
the market activity as they 
account for 92.28 percent 
of total value of shares 
bought and 52.51 percent 
of total value of shares 
sold.
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Reserve attracts more 
visitors after engaging 
bodaboda 

No more conflicts 
between Serengeti, 
nearby villages

Potato varieties 
guidelines’ book 
launched in Dar
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By Guardian Reporter

THE government has directed Tamzanian and 
international organisations seeking to provide 
relief food to schools and other needy seg-

ments of society to procure the grains locally.
Agriculture minister Hussein Bashe issued this in-

struction at a departmental meeting involving senior 
ministerial officials and stakeholders held at the week-
end in Dar es Salaam, ostensibly to set out the ministry’s 
priorities and successes during the three years achieved 
in the past three years of the sixth phase presidency.

The minister showed displeasure with reports circu-

EU, partners rolling 
out 250m/- energy 
innovations contest

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

KEY development partners working with 
the Energy ministry have launched a 250m/- 
energy efficiency innovation challenge.

Collinse Rwaga, a senior ministerial official, 
representative from the ministry of Energy, 
said at the launching ceremony that the inno-
vation contest was aimed at solving he criti-
cal need for energy efficiency.

“Through this challenge we aim to unlock 
the potential of Tanzanian innovators and 
drive transformative change in our energy 
landscape,” he said of this initiative where 
the government in collaboration with the Eu-
ropean Union (EU), the Embassy of Ireland 
and the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) has rolled out an invitation 
for usable, low cost designs.

 This initiative, themed “igniting sustain-
able energy practices for a greener future” 
is expected to help strengthen energy effi-
ciency outcomes by fostering creativity and 
innovation.

Aligned with the energy efficiency action 
plan, the challenge is intended to harness 
creativity in solving energy efficiency bot-
tlenecks by stimulating the development of 
ingenious solutions that mitigate unsustain-
able energy consumption and support envi-
ronmental stewardship.

The government ex-
pects to work with the 
private sector to in-
crease warehouses for 
vehicle energy system 
conversion

TAHA hails tax relief,  avocado market thrust

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Energy and Minerals standing com-
mittee of the National Assembly has urged 
the vehicle importers both for government 
and private use to switch to importation of 
compressed natural gas (CNG) enabled vehi-
cles to discouraging reliance on petrol and 
diesel fuels.

Dr David Mathayo, the committee chair-
man, delivered this advice during a visit to 
CNG filling stations in Dar es Salaam at the 
weekend, urging the government to waive 
importation taxes on CNG system installa-
tion equipment so that vehicle owners find it 
easier to convert their vehicles’ fuel systems.

He said that the government needs to in-
vest in setting up sufficient CNG filling sta-
tions as they are scarce at present while the 
demand is growing.

The Tanzania Petroleum Development 
Corporation (TPDC) and other relevant 
agencies need to increase the number of 
CNG filling stations, he said, pointing out 
that currently converting the system fetches 
1.8m/- to 2m/- per vehicle. 

If taxes on essential equipment are 
waived, it is obvious that many people will 
be motivated to convert the fuel systems of 
their vehicles, he said, insisting that the gov-
ernment needs to encourage car importers 
to import vehicles already installed with the 
gas fuel systems.

Lauding the government for introducing 
the use of CNG in its vehicles, he said the fuel 
cost with CNG is far below petrol and diesel 
costs, as a CNG fuelled vehicle goes a long 
distance in comparison to routine fuels. 

Judith Kapinga, the deputy minister, said 
that TPDC is working on building more CNG 
filling stations on top of the five available at 
present, as 15 stations are in construction al-
ready.

The government expects to work with the 
private sector to increase warehouses for 
vehicle energy system conversion, she said, 
whereupon TPDC executive director Mussa 
Makame said TPDC was purchasing CNG fill-
ing mobile units to be distributed in various 
places.

The 15 stations are slated for Dar es Salaam 
region, chiefly to address /eongestion in ex-
isting stations, he affirmed.

TURN TO Page2

Tanzanian specialist 
doctors and their coun-
terparts from Sudan 
pictured yesterday 
performing corrective 
eye surgery at a five-
day camp at Muhimbili-
Mloganzila Hospital in 
Ubungo District, Dar 
es Salaam Region. The 
camp has been organ-
ised by Global Medicare. 
Story on Page 4. Photo: 
Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole.  

Minister
bans US
fortified 
foods aid

Page 4

MPs urge imports
of CNG-run vehicles

 By Guardian Correspondent, Aru-

sha

THE Tanzania Horticultural 
Association (TAHA) has lauded 
policy initiatives during the three 
years of the leadership of Presi-
dent Samia Suluhu Hassan es-
pecially for providing tax relief 
on sorting, grading and packing 
technology for fruits and vegeta-
bles.

Dr Jacqueline Mkindi, the 
TAHA chief executive officer, told 
a press conference here at the 
weekend that the government 
took up commendable initiatives 
in providing generous and stra-
tegic support to the horticulture 
sub-sector.

This has effectively propelled 
the packing capacity by over 
tenfold, thereby bolstering pro-
ductivity and ensuring the pres-
ervation of produce at an unprec-

edented rate, she stated.
“The combined impact of these 

initiatives not only augments 
storage capabilities but also lays 
a robust foundation for the sus-
tained growth of the horticul-
tural industry, positioning it as a 
key player in driving economic 
development and ensuring food 
security,” the business leader de-
clared.

The government exempted 
customs and value added tax 

(VAT) on imported agricultural 
implements and technologies ap-
plied in the sector, ranging from 
tractors to irrigation equipment 
and spare parts, she said.

Equally VAT exempted are ag-
ricultural inputs like seeds, seed-
lings, cuttings, fertilisers, pesti-
cides, insecticides, fungicides, 

TURN TO Page2
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Through this chal-
lenge we aim to un-
lock the potential of 
Tanzanian innovators 
and drive transforma-
tive change in our en-
ergy landscape
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TAHA hails tax 
relief,  avocado 
market thrust

President Samia Suluhu Hassan presents a Trailblazer 2024 leadership award to Azania Bank Limited’s managing director, Esther Mang’enya, at Kizimkazi in Zanzibar at the 
weekend. The event was sponsored by the Tanzania Women in Finance Association in marking International Women’s Day. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Wycliffe Muga, Nairobi

KENYAN MPs are investigating the recent 
recruitment of tax revenue workers after it 
emerged that some applicants were reject-
ed after doing HIV and pregnancy tests.

The Kenya Revenue Authority (KRA) said 
it had disqualified 133 job applicants after 
they did the tests last year.

They were set to undergo paramilitary 
training to prepare them for their roles as 
tax collection enforcers.

Kenyan law prohibits discrimination in 
hiring based on health status.

The news that recruits had been sub-
jected to medical tests visibly shocked and 

angered MPs when it was revealed in a par-
liamentary session on Thursday.

“There is no doubt that gross violation of 
rights has been committed in the recruit-
ment,” said Mandera West MP Adan Haji, 
who chairs the National Cohesion and 
Equal Opportunity committee.

“Just accept that you have grossly violated 
over 20 Articles of the constitution and the 
relevant laws on human rights,” he told sen-
ior KRA officials.

The tests were defended by KRA commis-
sioner for domestic taxes Rispah Simiyu, 
who said the Kenya Defence Forces (KDF), 
which conducted paramilitary training on 
the 1,406 revenue service assistants (RSAs) 

“always subject recruits to HIV/AIDs and 
pregnancy tests”.

“The RSA has a dimension of paramilitary 
training, which requires physical fitness 
and protection of life during training,” Ms 
Simiyu said. “This approach was purely an-
chored on health and safety for this group 
of persons to help maintain training readi-
ness and reduce risk to potential recruits.”

KRA commissioner-general Humphrey 
Wattanga told the committee that the 133 
results were confidential and denied dis-
criminating against people based on their 
HIV/Aids status.

The MPs, however, demanded to know 
why the job hunters were rejected given 

that the law prohibits discrimination in re-
cruitment based on health status.

The legislators dismissed the explanation 
by revenue officials, saying that not all para-
military training requires HIV tests. They 
also questioned the role of the military in 
the recruitment.

The MPs vowed to open a full-scale in-
quiry.

“This matter needs time, but before that, 
KRA should explain why we should not 
force them to hire the 133 with immediate 
effect,” said Kasipul MP Ong’ondo Were.

Teso North MP Oku Kaunya called for “an 
in-depth probe into the operations of KRA 
so that our resolutions and proposals will 

serve as an example to other organisations”.
This comes barely two weeks after the 

High Court nullified the recruitment of all 
1,406 revenue workers on the grounds that 
it was skewed in favour of two communities.

The court ruled that recruitment was un-
constitutional since it picked the majority 
of recruits from the president’s and deputy 
president’s ethnic groups.

The KRA’s explanation that there was a 
higher number of applications from the 
two communities was not supported by sta-
tistics, the court ruled.

The recruitment is part of the govern-
ment’s efforts to increase revenue collec-
tion and weed out tax evaders.

Tax agency faces probe over pregnancy, HIV tests for recruits

Johnson Masaki, a UNIDO 
official, said innovators are in-
vited to apply for one of the ten 
grants worth 25m/- to further 
develop and implement ground 
breaking innovations” said 

The grants are targeted at 
providing financial backing 

and encouragement t individu-
als demonstrating the potential 
to shape more energy-efficient 
equipment that can make a dif-
ference for the future, he said.

The 20 chosen finalists will 
be put to a one-week boot camp 
for coaching from energy ex-
perts to refine their project ide-
as, then engage with mentors 

for the duration of the project, 
he elaborated.

Massimiliano Pedretti, EU del-
egation programme manager, 
noted that EU is committed to 
supporting Tanzania’s journey 
towards enhanced energy effi-
ciency.

“The innovation challenge 
presents a remarkable opportu-

nity to harness the potential of 
youth and women-led organi-
zations, among others” he said, 
affirming that the delegation an-
ticipates witnessing ingenuity 
and creativity in contributing to 
sustainable energy solutions.

Aaron Cunningham, project 
manager at UNDP, said in his 
remarks that launching the con-

test was a crucial step towards 
achieving a sustainable n en-
ergy future. 

“By empowering local inno-
vators to develop cutting-edge 
energy-efficient technologies 
we can drive positive change 
and create lasting impact in lo-
cal communities,” he added.

EU, partners roll out 250m/- energy innovations contest

Tanzanian delegation led by Finance minister Dr  Mwigulu Nchemba (2nd-L) holds talks in Dodoma city at the weekend with a Burundi one led 
by Burundi Infrastructure and Settlement minister Dieudonne Dukundane (2nd-R). The focus was on how the Standard Gauge Railway project 
being implemented in Tanzania will cover Burundi, thus linking the two countries. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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lating on social media 
that fortified rice, pinto 
beans and sunflower seed 
oil from the United States 
were being distributed 
as relief food to schools 
in Dodoma and Mara re-
gions. 

The reports noted that 
beyond providing nutri-
tious meals, students at 
the over 300 participat-
ing schools, will also start 
school gardens apply-
ing rainwater harvesting 
techniques.

Officials said that as a 
fully replicable model, 
this programme reflects 
the US government’s 
commitment to fostering 
health, education and 
opportunity for children 
across the globe.

The donation has been 
provided under as unified 
feeding initiative backed 
by the US Department of 
Agriculture working with 
food security and chil-
dren nutrition support 
non-governmental organ-

isations.
The minister said that 
importers should not 
have brought the food 
aid as the country has 
enough rice and beans, 
hinting that the ministry 
has instructed the 
relevant NGO “to tell the 
Americans that we have 
sufficient food, so the 
funds which they 
pay the US farmers 
should be given to 
Tanzanian farmers.”

“Let us purchase the 
maize, beans and rice 
from our local farmers 
and if there are additional 
nutritional foods needed, 
this should be followed 
up in the country,” he 
stated.

He praised notable suc-
cess in agriculture during 
the sixth phase govern-
ment, noting that budg-
et allocations stood at 
290bn/- and increased to 
750bn/- and later 970bn/- 
in the respective budget 
years.

“But in the next fiscal 
year budget, is to grow 

into more than 1trn/- from 
the current 970.7bn/-. 
This will increase crop 
production and reduce 
unnecessary importation 
costs,” he said.
He said the government 
injected 6bn/- and later 
40bn/- to the Tanzania 
Fertilizer Co. (TFC) to 
revive its operations, 
wits its working 
capital rising to 116bn/-, 
thus counting among 
ten leading companies 
in distributing fertilizers 
countrywide.

Last year, the govern-
ment launched a sev-
en-year project to drill 
67,000 water boreholes 
to support small-scale 
farmers in rural areas, 
involving installation of 
a 5000 litre water tank 
to facilitate farming 
throughout the year.

Upwards of 70 percent 
of the population relies 
on the agriculture sector, 
accounting for an estimat-
ed 28 percent of the gross 
domestic product (GDP), 
the minister added.

Minister bans US fortified  foods aid

plant growth regulators and biological agents, she 
elaborated.

“Packaging materials for agricultural seeds were 
granted one-year zero duty remission, curtailing the 
25 per cent duty imposed earlier, for raw materials in 
manufacturing corrugated boxes for exporting horti-
cultural products,” she stated, noting that packaging 
materials for export products also exempted from 
import duty.

The government has encouraged partnerships 
between government agencies, research institutions 
and private enterprises, permitting significant invest-
ments in research and development within the horti-
culture industry.

This would enable farmers to acquire high-yield, 
disease-resistant crops and elevate overall produc-
tivity in the sector, she emphasised, hailing whar she 
said was a paradigm shift towards environmentally 
friendly farming techniques.

This includes organic farming and water-conserva-
tion initiatives to ensure the longevity of horticulture 
produce and position the country as a global leader 
in responsible agriculture, she asserted.

The government has invested in efforts to empow-
er smallholder farmers through targeted financial 
support, training programmes and access to modern 
agricultural technologies in a bid to increase their 
yields and participate in the larger economic land-
scape, she said.

The export of avocado alone soared to unprec-
edented heights during the period with Tanzania 
emerging as one of the best performers in avocado 
exports across the globe, the CEO noted..

President Samia’s state visits opened the new mar-
kets for the ‘green golden; export crop namely to 
China, India, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), South 
Africa and of late, the Nordic countries.

“With a strategic and forward-thinking approach, 
the president’s diplomatic virtues have propelled 
avocado exports to new heights, ushering in a wave 
of prosperity for growers, exporters and the broader 
horticulture community,” she added.

FROM PAGE 1
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Potato guidelines book billed to increase production  
By Guardian Reporter

THE government and Embassy 
of the Netherland have launched 
potato varieties registration guide-
lines book billed to enhance food 
security. 

Speaking recently during the 
launch of the book in Dar es Salaam, 
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the 
Netherland to Tanzania Wiebe de 
Boer told the audience that it was a 
significant step towards enhancing 
potato production in the country.

“This is a journey that has been 
shaped by a decade-long partner-

ship between Tanzania and the 
Netherlands over the past 10 years 
and has attracted Dutch potato 
breeders to register their potato va-
rieties in Tanzania,” he said.

He said that it also attracted vi-
tal investment in potato varieties 
value chain thanks to the immense 
potential of potato as a staple that 
can endure food security, generate 
income to farmers and create em-
ployment opportunities.

Boer said efficiency and produc-
tivity in potato farming require 
the use of quality seeds alongside 
sound agronomic practices that 

fuel the growth of the agriculture 
sector.

He said in the Netherlands, there 
were over 250 potato varieties cul-
tivated for various uses, including 
boiling, French fries, crisps, bak-
ing, seed production and starch 
processing.

Dr Patrick Ngwediagi, Tanzania 
Official Seed Certification Institute 
(TOSCI) director general said the 
guidelines book would help fram-
ers, local and foreign investors 
who are interested in investing in 
potato production.

“The launch of this guidelines 

book is indeed an important mile-
stone because the book will help 
farmers to be well informed about 
the policies and laws that govern 
agriculture sector as well as high-
light challenges and opportunities 
available in the country,” he said.

Dr Ngwediagi explained that the 
book would help farmers and in-
novators step-by-step to register 
their seeds in the country and pro-
duce quality seeds to enhance the 
growth of the agriculture sector.

Bart Pauwels, regional agricul-
tural Councillor at the Netherlands 
Embassy, said the embassy will 

continue collaborating with the 
government, nongovernmental or-
ganisations and the private sector 
to promote potato production.

“Good agricultural practices are 
an engine for the growth of the ag-
riculture sector. The Netherlands 
Embassy will continue supporting 
potato production by improving 
the agricultural practices in ways 
such as introducing new technol-
ogy and technical know-how,” he 
explained.

For 10 years now, Tanzania and 
the Netherlands have been col-
laborating in potato production. 

Through this collaboration, 16 po-
tato varieties are registered and 
out of the varieties, 12 are Dutch 
varieties that result in high yields, 
are drought and pest resistant.

The move is expected to attract 
more potato breeding, production 
and processing. To further support 
the sector, the embassy facilitates 
TOSCI to produce step-by-step 
guidance on procedures to follow 
if an investor wants to register po-
tato varieties for commercial pur-
poses.  The guidelines have been 
endorsed by TOSCI for use in Tan-
zania.

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, Mugumu

RESIDENTS of seven villages border-
ing the Serengeti National Park have 
lauded the efforts that led to the resolu-
tion of conflicts pitting them against the 
management of the protected area.

Going to the negotiation table was the 
best decision, it was stated here during 
a public meeting at the weekend which 
resolved the long-running misunder-
standing regarding the boundaries be-
tween the park and the village land. 

“We are all satisfied with the location 
of the new boundaries and beacons,” 
said the Chairperson of Tamkeli Village 
Waitara Waitara on behalf of his col-
leagues.  “In reconciliation it is a win-
win situation, unlike taking matters to 
court where one wins and the other 
loses but all suffer time wastage and un-
necessary costs,” he said. 

Waitara however pointed out that the 
village is facing challenges of poor road 
infrastructure and related problems 
especially when it rains and water scar-
city during drought.

The villagers appealed to the Tan-
zania National Parks (TANAPA) and 
development partners to consider sup-
porting their development initiatives, 
including helping them to execute 
proper land use plans for their respec-
tive precincts. 

During the period of conflicts and ar-
guments, the villagers did not have time 
to address other important issues such 
as drafting the area’s land use plan. 

With the proposed new land-use 
plan, the residents prioritize special al-
location for grazing land so that their 
livestock do no longer stray into the 
protected areas. 

“For instance, our village being the 
new one, most of its grazing areas have 
been taken by the mother village,” 
Gwikonko Village Executive Officer 
Mang’era Gesero said. 

They called on TANAPA to assist them 
in drilling boreholes because some 
villagers walk up to 10 kilometers in 
search of water.

Stray elephants destroying crops was 
another major challenge facing the vil-
lagers on which they asked TANAPA to 
install an electric fence along the new 
boundary.  “We do not compensated 
when elephants destroy our crops or in-
jure us,” said Leticia Edward, a resident 
of Tamkeli Village.

 A total of 42 households that were 
to be evicted on grounds of encroach-
ing on the national park will now living 
peacefully, Mbilikili Village Executive 
Officer Yohana Makuru said. 

Makuru said the German Develop-
ment Bank (KFW) supported the village 
with 360 households by constructing a 
dispensary and invited the village lead-
ers to devise proposals for other devel-
opment projects of their choice. 

 “It is all in the past now. We are happy 
that the Serengeti ecosystem and the 
surrounding game reserves are stabiliz-
ing,” Dr Vincent Mashinji, Serengeti Dis-
trict Commissioner, said.

Serengeti ends conflict with seven surrounding villages

Bart Pauwels (R), agricultural counsellor with the Netherlands Embassy in Tanzania, cuts the ribbon in Dar es Salaam at the weekend to mark 
the launch of potato variety registration guidelines. With him (from 2nd-R): Tanzania Official Seed Certification Institute (TOSCI) director 
general Dr Patrick Ngwediagi, The Netherlands Ambassador to Tanzania,  Wiebe de Boer (C), Southern Agricultural Growth Corridor of Tanza-
nia  (SAGCOT) CEO Geoffrey Kirenga (2nd-L) and Tanzania Seed Trade Association (TASTA) executive director Bob Shuma (L). Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent
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By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE government has challenged 
colleges and universities to set 
strategies to strengthen their per-
formance in innovation and crea-
tivity to match the needs of the 
labour market.

Dr Hashil Abdallah, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Indus-
try and Trade made the call in Dar 
es Salaam at the weekend when 
speaking at the College of Business 

Education’s stakeholders’ work-
shop to discuss CBE’s 50-year vi-
sion which is to be executed until 
2074. 

He said CBE and other colleges 
should provide education that 
meets the needs of the local and 
international labour markets by 
having graduates with enough ex-
pertise to be accepted by employ-
ers wherever they go.

He said the business education 
is an important link in promoting 

trade in the country and developing 
the economy, adding that colleges 
should provide quality education as 
it is the basis of economic and social 
development.

He praised the college for continu-
ing to make reforms that are in line 
with time and technology in the field 
of business and its efforts to build 
academic and technical capacity 
for both academic staff and the stu-
dents.

“The 50-year vision of the CBE 

which has been prepared with com-
petence and with the participation 
of various stakeholders, is an impor-
tant step in ensuring that this college 
remains strong in providing quality 
education and supporting business 
growth,” he said.

He said it is the government’s 
hope that if the vision is implement-
ed effectively, it will help CBE itself 
and bring about major changes in 
the business sector and society in 
general.

He said the college should be 
ready to face the challenges that may 
arise in educational institutions so 
that it has the ability to quickly meet 
the needs of the labour market.

Prof Edda Lwoga, CBE rector, said 
that in all its campuses in Dar es Sa-
laam, Mbeya, Mwanza and Dodoma 
region CBE has a total of 19,000 stu-
dents and that they have been striv-
ing to provide education in a more 
practical way.

She said that in implementing its 

vision of 50 years, they have started 
to make reforms to provide edu-
cation in practice where they suc-
ceeded in establishing apprentice-
ship programmes whereby students 
study while working.

“I would like to inform you that we 
have already obtained accreditation 
of apprenticeship programmes and 
this year we will start with bank-
ing, finance and metrology cours-
es where students will be half at 
school and half at work,” she said.

Arusha Women in Media chairperson Jamillah Omar (R) and Off We Go Safari director Genevieve Mollel cut cake at the launch of Arusha 
Region’s women journalists association on Saturday. Others are Arusha Press Club chairman Claud Gwandu (2nd-L) and CRDB Bank’s Arusha 
branch manager, Amulikiwa Massawe. Photo: Correspondent Getrude Mpezya 

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole
 
TWELVE people have undergone 

corrective eye surgery at camp or-
ganized by the Muhimbili National 
Hospital (MNH)-Mloganzila in collab-
oration with the Global Medicare—a 
medical tourism company.

The camp was conducted by eye 
specialists Nabila Elias and Safwat 
El Badri from Sudan in collabora-
tion with Tanzanian specialists from 
Mbeya Regional Referral Hospital, 
Tumbi Hospital in Kibaha, Benjamin 
Mkapa Hospital in Dodoma, Regional 
Referral Hospital Ligula Mtwara and 
the Lindi-based St. Benedict Hospi-
tal.

This was said at the weekend by 
Dr Eric Muhumba, acting deputy ex-
ecutive director at MNH-Mloganzila 
when speaking to journalists about 
the just-ended five-day medical 
camp at the facility.

Dr Muhumba said they decided 
to involve Tanzanian doctors for 
knowledge sharing in the perfor-
mance of corrective surgery which 
is not available in the country as pa-
tients have been traveling to get the 
service abroad.

He said that the specialized camp 
involved people with swelling out-
side the eye, squint in adults, inju-
ries resulting from accidents or long-
term eye scars and other patients 
who shed tears for a long time due to 
blockage of tear ducts.

According to him, the surgery was 
carried out successfully and there 
were no any challenges and the pa-
tients continued with their lives as 
usual.

Dr Stephane Nyamsanya, eye spe-
cialist at the Mbeya Regional Referral 
Hospital, thanked MNH-Mloganzila 
for inviting them to participate in 
one of its kind eye surgery.

“There are things we have wit-
nessed that we were aware of as well 
as many others we were not aware 
of; so, we have gained knowledge 
and going forward we will treat such 
patients here in the country,” he said.

Dr Catherine Makunja, eye special-
ist at MNH-Mloganzila said that the 
hospital has been providing treat-
ments that previously were not avail-
able in the country.

She said that the move has helped 
to reduce the burden of patients go-
ing abroad to seek specialized ser-
vices, adding that among services 
are weight loss services with special 
balloons, weight loss surgery and 
kidney transplant.

Albert Kilalah, spokesperson of 
Global Medicare said the camp came 
following huge investment in medi-
cal equipment purchased by the gov-
ernment.

“In the past we used to send pa-
tients like this abroad but now ex-
pert doctors from abroad come to 
treat our patients here because the 
availability of equipment,” he said.

Mloganzila stages corrective eye surgery camp

Colleges challenged to be innovative to meet needs of labour market 

By Francis Kajubi

THE School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication (SJMC) of 
the University of Dar es Salaam 
(UDSM) is set to host a regional 
media practitioners’ conference 
that among others, is expected to 
campaign for Kiswahili as leading 
African language.

The 14th East African Communi-
cation Association (EACA) confer-
ence to be held from 28th to 30th 
August this year in Dar es Salaam 
is co-organized by SJMC and EACA.

Dr Egbert Mkoko, SJMC Lec-
turer who is EACA conference co-
ordinator told reporters in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday that the confer-
ence themed ‘Africa and the global 
dialogue on media and commu-
nication’ will see linguists, senior 
journalists, media owners and re-
searchers present research papers 
on 12 different sub-theme topics.

According to him, media profes-
sionals from around the world had 
started submitting their abstracts 
and some of them have declared 
interest in campaigning for Kiswali 
Africans’ shared language.

“The conference is expected 
to bring together over 300 acad-
emicians and media professionals 
from around the world and par-
ticipants will present research pa-
pers on the dilemma and future of 
investigative journalism in Africa,” 
he said.

Dr Mkoko asserted that the con-
ference will see media profession-
als lead a dialogue on media and 
information literacy in the age of 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Africa 
and the world at large.

“The other sub-themes to be in-
volved in the dialogue are media 
innovations and sustainability in 
the digital era, gender issues and 
child safety by proposing ways of 
controlling harmful content on on-
line platforms,” he said.

Dr Mkoko said SJMC is well pre-
pared to capitalize on the confer-
ence by promoting tourism desti-
nations near Dar es Salaam such 
as the Bagamoyo antiquities, the 
Saadani National Park and histori-
cal sites in Lindi and Mtwara re-
gions.

“There will also be dialogues 
on the future of journalism in the 

Global South, media discourse, 
representation and identity, public 
relations and marketing,” he said.

Dr Mona Mwakalinga, Dean of 
SJMC said that individual profes-
sionals and media media institu-
tions from the United States of 
America, China, England, German, 
Norway and Sweden have already 
submitted their abstracts.

She said that abstracts will be 
received until the end of May. 
EACA was established in 2022 
with Kenya being the first East 
African country to host it. It was 
established in 2011 by a group of 
journalism, media and commu-
nication scholars working in East 
Africa.

Tanzania hosted the conference 
for the first time in 2013 at the St. 
Augustine University of Tanzania 
(SAUT) in Mwanza and this is the 
second time.

“For young journalists, research-
ers and media owners, the confer-
ence serves as the golden oppor-
tunity for networking, knowledge 
exchange, professional develop-
ment, visibility and recognition,” 
she said.

Delegates to discuss Kiswahili status 
at an EA communication conference

National Environment Council Management director general Dr Immaculate Semesi (kneeling on  a mat) pictured 
moments after planting a sapling in Coast Region’s Pugu Kazimzumbwi natural forest during a ‘greening’ drive 
meant to honour late celebrated African environmentalist and Nobel Peace Prize winner Prof Wangari Maathai 
(1940-2011) of Kenya. Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole
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TANZANIA ZAMBIA RAILWAY AUTHORITY
TANZANIA COST AND PROFIT CENTRE 

                                               

The Tanzania Zambia Railway Authority (TAZARA) is a Statutory Institution owned by the two 
Governments of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Republic of Zambia on a 50/50 share 
holding basis, with its registered Head Offi ce being in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. The Authority 
has two Regional Administrative Centres, one in Mpika, Zambia and the other in    Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania.
Applicants are invited from suitably qualifi ed Tanzanians to fi ll the vacant position of 
(A)Job Title                   :          Assistant Accountant
     Salary Scale             :          TSG 6
     Reporting to             :          Head Finance 
     Location                   :          Regional Offi ce – Dsm (1) and Kongolo Quarry – Mbeya (1)
     Number of Post        :          Two (2) 

JOB PURPOSE
To supervise the processing and compilation of various documents relating to payments and 
carry out accounting work to maintain records.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Preparation of Bank Reconciliation at the end of each month i.e. reconcile both Revenue 
and   Expenditure.

2. To journalize the reconciliation and also ensure that the ledger balance agrees with the 
cash book balance.

3. To maintain creditors sub – ledger and reconcile same with the General ledger and 
extract a schedule for creditors at the end of each month.

4. To maintain Prepayments sub – ledger and reconcile same with the General ledger and 
extract a schedule for creditors at the end of each month.

5. Any other duties as assigned by the supervisor.

QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE

1. Form IV/VI Academic Certifi cate
2. NATEC/ATEC or Diploma in Accounting from recognized Institution.
3. Not more than 45 years of age.
4. Not less than two (2) years of relevant work experience

   (B)  Job Title             :        Accounts Clerk
           Salary Scale       :       TSG 3
            Reporting to      :        Head Finance
           Location             :        Regional Offi ce (2), Revenue –Dsm (1) and Mbeya Workshop (1).
           Number of Posts :        Four (4)

JOB PURPOSE
To provide a clerical service in cash offi ce to facilitate accounting for all earnings from freight 
and passenger traffi c.

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

 1. Classifi es and batches remittance notes, cash receipts, etc.from station to facilitate               
     registering same and accounting for revenue earned from individual station by category or    
     revenue centre.

2.  Obtains documents on cash remittances from stations on daily basis compiles lists of money       
     sent to Revenue section, etc to facilitate reconciliation of current accounts debits and credits.

3.  Records and maintains an accurate and up to date information regarding stations which have 
     submitted on delayed ones in order to ensure all documents arrive by due dates to facilitate   
     compilation of remittance.

4.Assists superior in checking current accounts with stations for accuracy, corrects errors 
    thereof to ensure error free records.
5. Maintains an accurate record of all documents pertaining to remittances to facilitate 
    information retrieval and reference.
6. Assists in opening cash bags and counting of cash remittances.
7. Any other duties as assigned by the supervisor.

QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE

1. Form IV Academic Certifi cate
2. CABS/Certifi cate of Accounting from recognized Institution.
3. Not more than 45 years of age.
4.Not less than two (2) years of relevant work experience

MODE OF APPLICATION

Only candidates who meet the specifi ed requirements need to apply to the address indicated 
below, enclosing their detailed curriculum vitae, certifi ed copies of educational certifi cates, 
names and address of three traceable reference.
Regional General Manager (T)
Tanzania Zambia Railway Authority
Junction of Nelson Mandela & Julius Nyerere Road
P. O. BOX 40160
DAR ES SALAAM
Closing date for receiving application letters is 30/03/2024. Only short-listed candidates will be 
communicated. 

JOB OPPORTUNITY

SQ
02
00
96

KINSHASA

THE Democratic Republic of Congo 
has lifted a more than two-decade-old 
moratorium on death penalty as authori-
ties struggle to curb violence and mili-
tant attacks in the country, according to 
a justice ministry statement released at 
the weekend.

The statement, dated earlier last week, 
said the ban from 2003 allowed offend-
ers accused of treason and espionage to 
get away without proper punishment.

Eastern Congo has been riddled by 
conflict for decades, linked to more than 
120 armed groups fighting for land and 
power and in some cases, protecting 
their communities.

The government said the violence in 
the east has plagued the country with 
recurrent conflict and resulted in a surge 
of attacks that have spread terror among 
communities.

In recent years, the M23 rebel group 
— the most dominant in the region with 
alleged links to neighboring Rwanda — 
has continued to attack villages, forcing 
many to flee to Goma, the region’s largest 

city. M23 has laid siege to several com-
munities with about half of North Kivu 
province under its control.

The violence in the province has wors-
ened in recent weeks as security forces 
battle the rebels. Residents have said the 
group’s fighter mostly launch attacks 
with bombs out of hills overlooking re-
mote towns.

In its statement, the justice ministry 
said capital punishment will be reserved 
for offenders involved in criminal con-
spiracies, armed gangs, insurrection — 
and also those who commit treason and 
war crimes. It will also be applied to the 
military, including those who rebel or de-
sert and join enemy ranks.

Rights groups have condemned the 
decision, calling it a step back for the 
country.

“This initiative is against the constitu-
tion,” said Jean-Claude Katende, presi-
dent of the African Association for Hu-
man Rights. “We don’t think that capital 
punishment and the execution of this 
sentence are appropriate measures to 
restore order.”

DRC reinstates death penalty after more than 20 years

The European Union’s Ambassador to Tanzania, Christine Grau (L), pictured in Dodoma city recently viewing clean 
cooking technologies supplied through the EU-funded Cook Fund programme. This was at a Women’s Clean Cook-
ing Conference hosted by the Energy ministry. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke, Ushetu

THE Tanzania Health Promotion Support (THPS) 
has handed over Bulungwa HIV Care and Treatment 
Clinic to Ushetu District Council in Shinyanga Region 
after completion of its rehabilitation.

The refurbishment and the equipment handed to 
the facility cost a total of 768m/-. The handover was 
held in Bulungwa Ward at the weekend.

It is part a THPS’s five-year (2021-2026) project 
dubbed ‘Afya Hatua’ funded by the US President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through 
the US Centers for Diseases Control and Prevention 
(CDC).

George Anatory, acting THPS executive director 
said the organization is committed to continue sup-
porting the government’s efforts in ensuring that it 
provides improved environment for HIV care and 
treatment to increase the number of people receiv-
ing services at the center.

“The aim is to improve HIV prevention, care and 
treatment services and save lives in Ushetu District 
and the country as a whole,” he said.

He underscored the importance of proper use 
and maintenance of the facility to ensure effective 
provision of HIV care and treatment services while 
promoting clients’ adherence to antiretroviral treat-
ment.

Anatory said the project managed to suppress vi-
ral loads to 12,600 people living with HIV (PLHIV) in 
Ushetu District which is 99 percent of suppression 
rate.

“The aim of the project is to identify PLHIV and to 
ensure that they are enrolled into care and treatment 
units so as to achieve the three World Health Organi-
sation (WHO)’s 95-95-95 targets whereby 95 percent 
of PLHIV should be diagnosed, 95 percent of those 
diagnosed should be receiving antiretroviral therapy 

and 95 percent of all those receiving antiretroviral 
therapy should achieve viral load suppression ,” he 
said.

The handover ceremony was officiated by Ushetu 
District Executive Director Hadija Kabojela who ex-
pressed her gratitude for the generous support pro-
vided by the US government through THPS to save 
lives of people in district, pledging to maintain the 
necessary cooperation with CDC and THPS.

“As of February 29 this year, Ushetu District Coun-
cil had a total of 12,140 people enrolled in 20 care and 
treatment clinics for PLHIV including 4753 men, 7387 
women and 559 children under the age of 15,” he said.

Dr Daniel Magesa, CDCs Clinical Services Branch 
Chief called for increased collaboration and partner-
ship for HIV and AIDS prevention, care, and treat-
ment to help strengthen delivery of quality services. 

“CDC supports regional health management team 
to implement the comprehensive HIV and Tubercu-
losis prevention, care and treatment and screening 
of cervical cancer. Recently, we also started support-
ing integration of hypertension management within 
HIV care and treatment services,” he said.

He said the 2022-2023 Tanzania HIV Impact Survey 
showed that the young people lead when it comes to 
new infection hence the new interventions like HIV 
self-testing and pre-exposure prophylaxis to help 
reach young people and reduce the rate of new in-
fections among the group.

The Afya Hatua project is implemented from Octo-
ber 2021 to September 2026 in four regions namely 
Kigoma, Coast, Shinyanga, and Tanga. 

The project aims to provide high-quality HIV pre-
vention, care and treatment services, including vol-
untary male circumcision in Kigoma and Shinyanga, 
and the Determined, Resilient, Empowered, AIDS-
free, Mentored and Safe (DREAMS) Programme in 
Shinyanga.

768m/- is spent on 
repairs, equipment 
for HIV care clinic

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Tanzania Women Chamber 
of Commerce (TWCC) has been 
urged to put in place effective 
strategies to ensure that all busi-
nesses run by women are formal-
ized.

Prof Kitila Mkumbo, Minister 
of State in the President’s Office 
(Planning and Investments) made 
the call at the weekend in Dar es 
Salaam during the 4th  Tanzania 
Women Industrial Awards 2024 
ceremony for women who did 
well in business that was organ-
ized by TWCC and sponsored by 
Trade Mark Africa.

Prof Mkumbo said women can 
do great things if they are moti-
vated to formalize their business 
which makes it easier for them to 
grow their business.

Minister Mkumbo said vari-
ous studies show that women are 
better traders and investors com-
pared to men.

“These studies have shown that 

you are more successful in busi-
ness than men because you do 
enough preparation before start-
ing a business. Most of us men get 
stuck because we rush and that’s 
why we get stuck early unlike 
you,” he said.

He said the direction of the eco-
nomic policies for the 6th  phase 
government is to have a fast grow-
ing economy, reduce poverty and 
bring prosperity and better life to 
all citizens.

He said other studies have 
shown that women are better bor-
rowers than men and can manage 
their finances without being shak-
en like it is with most men.

Prof Mkumbo said other studies 
show that in developing countries 
like Tanzania, women are the ones 
who lead in selling products on 
international markets compared 
to men. “Even those who lead in 
importing products from Guang-
zhou China are women. So, you 
can see how strong women are 
and there is no reason for you to 

feel inferior,” he said.
TWCC Chairperson Mercy Sila 

said that the chamber has branch-
es all over the country to make 
it easy for women to get services 
whenever they feel that they are 
stuck.

She said that in the past, many 
women used to complain about 
lack of markets but due to good 
business environment, now there 
are many markets for Tanzanian 
products locally and internation-
ally.

“Sincerely, I thank the govern-
ment for creating a good environ-
ment for us businesswomen; now 
we believe in ourselves and have 
the courage to do great things and 
many of you  here are directors of 
your own companies,” she said.

Sila said that TWCC has been 
providing important information 
to its members, including markets 
and products that are needed and 
that many women have already 
entered the East African market 
and other parts of Africa.

Formalise your businesses for ease of expansion, women told
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By Guardian Correspondent, Lushoto

MAGAMBA Nature Forest Reserve in 
Lushoto District, Tanga Region, has seen 
a resurgence of more than 4,600 local 
tourists last year, causing an increase in 
revenue.

The increase is equal to 800 tourists for 
2023, compared to 3800 tourists who vis-
ited in 2022.

Speaking yesterday with local motor-
cycle riders, known as bodaboda, Chief 
Conservator Christoganus Vyokuta said 
unlike other nature reserves with histori-
cal attractions, Magamba Nature Reserve 
has an old office building, a German tun-
nel, and a stone with a special historical 
significance.

Its management has opted to use boda-
boda riders to draw in more tourists after 
utilising them to advertise the attraction 
with a polite text message that states, ‘Ask 
me about Magamba.’

Owing to this incentive, the reserve’s 
management met with 50 bodaboda rid-
ers and reached a deal to advance the re-
serve’s strategy to attract more tourists.

Reserve attracts more 
visitors after engaging 
bodabodas in promo

By   Guardian Correspondent, Bagamoyo 

CULTURE and creative industry stakeholders 
have called for the need to conduct research to 
come up with cultural statistical data stating who 
does what and where to expand economic activi-
ties for artists and ease revenue collection by the 
government.

Peter Simon, an official from the ministry of Cul-
ture, Arts and Sports made the call in Bagamoyo at 
the weekend during a working session organized 
by UNESCO to review an open roadmap for the im-
plementation of its 2005 convention in the digital 
environment in Tanzania.

He called upon the   public to take art as a major 
sector that can contribute to the national econ-
omy rather than being there for mere entertain-
ment.

The call comes in the wake of a worrying trend 
with statistics indicating growth in the cultural 
and innovative sectors   at 19.0 percent as of 2021 
as per the 2022 statistics amid a meagre contribu-
tion of 0.4 percent to the national coffer.

Lack of a formalized system is reported to have 
seen most artists mascaraed with cash in their 
bags amid no banking transaction, a situation that 
makes it hard for the revenue authorities to moni-
tor their income and expenditure with artists fail-
ing to secure bank loans to buy working tools.

Kelvin Stanslaus an official from the   Arts Coun-
cil in Tanzania called upon the need to create a 
formalized payment system for the cultural and 
innovative sectors for the latter to pay taxes and 
thus contribute to the national GDP. 

“The reason for the country failing to benefit 
from revenue accrued in the cultural sector is be-
cause most artists are not formal. The government 
earns its income through taxes but unfortunately, 
most of them have no bank accounts.   There is 
no specific code for artistic work and thus most 
incomes are scattered around,” he said. 

 In an immediate rejoinder, Robert Mwampem-
bwa said the last research on the sector was con-
ducted by the government between 2007 and 
2010 where the economic contribution of the 
copyright-based industry was reported to be 4.7 
percent, adding that at the time the sector was far-
ing better than mining. 

According to Mwampembwa, at the time it was 
found that more than 100 goods were not includ-
ed in the sector, saying it’s contribution is huge 
but is yet to be explored.

The Convention on the Protection and Promo-
tion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions is a 
binding international legal instrument adopted 
in 2005 by the UNESCO General Conference and 
Tanzania is among member states that have rati-
fied it.

 The main objective of the convention is to sup-
port sustainable systems of governance for cul-
ture and achieve a balanced flow of cultural goods 
and services to increase mobility of artists and 
cultural professionals.

 Other goals are to integrate culture in sustain-
able development frameworks as well as to pro-
mote human rights and fundamental freedoms.

The session brought together ministry officials 
in the respective sectors as well as stakeholders 
from Tanzania Mainland and Zanzibar.

Call for research, 
formalisation of 
creative industry 

Exim Bank Tanzania CEO Jaffari Matundu makes remarks at iftar the bank hosted in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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IN THE MATTER OF THE MERGER NOTIFICATION IN RELATION TO THE ACQUISITION OF 100% SHARES OF 
RELIANCE RESORT AND SPA LIMITED (TARGET FIRM),

BY 
GERMANIA HOLDINGS LTD AND PREMIER TOURISM INVESTMENT FZE (ACQUIRING FIRM) 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF THE ZANZIBAR FAIR COMPETITION COMMISSION
(Made under Section 5(1), 49 and 50 of the Fair Competition and Consumer Protection Act No. 5 of 2018 and 

Regulation 48 of the Fair Competition Regulation 2019)

The Zanzibar Fair Competition Commission (ZFCC) is an independent 
government institution established under the Fair Competition and 
Consumer Protection Act, No.5 of 2018 to promote and protect fair and 
effective Competition in trade and to protect consumers from 
misleading market conduct. 

The same Act gives a mandate to the ZFCC to review, investigate and 
prohibit any proposed Merger and Acquisition which is contrary to the 
requirement of sections 49 and 50 of the Zanzibar Fair Competition and 
Consumer Protection Act No. 5 of 2018 and regulation 32 of the Fair 
Competitions Regulations 2019. 

Pursuant to Section 50 of the Fair Competition and Consumer 
Protection Act No.5 of 2018 read together with Regulation 32 of the Fair 
Competition Regulation 2018, ZFCC has received merger notifications 
to the effect that Germania Holdings Ltd and Premier Tourism 
Investment FZE (Acquiring firms) intends to acquire 100% shares of 
Reliance Resort and Spa Limited (Target Firm).

Germania Holdings Ltd (as an Applicant) is a Limited company with 
registration number 159506   under the seal of the Jebel Ali Free Zone 

Authority, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. Premier Tourism Investment 
FZE (as an Applicant): is incorporated under the free zone laws in 
Emirate Fujairah, Fujairah. with registration number S.No.1714. United 
Arab Emirates.

Reliance Resort & Spa Limited (Target Firm) is a company 
incorporated under the laws of Zanzibar with a certificate of 
incorporation number Z000054295. The registered office of the body 
corporate at Michamvi, South Region-Unguja. P.O. Box 1627.Zanzibar. 

The Acquiring Firm and Target Firm are collectively referred to as the 
“Merging Parties”
Based on the Share Purchase Agreement (SPA) entered between 
Germania Holdings Ltd and Premier Tourism Investment FZE and 
Reliance Resort and Spa Limited on 2nd October 2023, The Acquiring 
Firm intends to acquire 100% shares of the Target.

MOHAMMED SIJAMINI MOHAMMED,
DIRECTOR GENERAL.

FAIR COMPETITION COMMISSION
ZANZIBAR

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

WATER Supply and Sanitation Authority in 
Mbeya Region (Mbeya WSSA) has allocated 
10bn/- for the implementation of two projects 
meant to end water woes in Mbeya city and 
Mbalizi township.

Barnabas Konga, acting managing director of 
Mbeya-WSSA said this recently when address-
ing journalists who visited various sources of 
water managed by the authority.

Konga mentioned the water projects under 
implementation as Mwasekwa water project 
which is estimated to supply water to 40,000 
households in three wards and Ilunga water 
project which is expected to serve 100,000 
households in Mbalizi township and some ar-
eas in Mbeya city.

He said the Mwasekwa project costs 5.2bn/- 
while Ilunga project costs 4.8bn/- and that both 
projects are expected to address the problem of 
water shortage in a one-year period.

“The demand for water in the city of Mbeya 
and Mbalizi township is 90 million cubic litres 
per day. The short-term projects are imple-
mented to achieve the desired target as the cur-
rent supply is 66.5 million cubic litres. We have 
taken this step as we wait for the Kiwira river 
project,” he said.

Konga said the challenge faced by the author-
ity is caused by worn-out water pipes whose 
damaged state causes loss of water, illegal con-

nection of water services by some people and 
road construction activities that disrupt supply.

Deogratius Leonidas, infrastructure develop-
ment manager at Mbeya-WSSA said the project 
has reached 70 percent and that some users 
have already been connected.

Leonidas said the authority has completed 
the construction of the source and water sani-
tation area and that the remainder is the con-
struction of a water storage tank which is ex-
pected to be complete before June this year.

He said that water is currently being supplied 
from the source heading directly to users, a step 
that has helped to reduce the problem of water 
facing the public in the targeted areas.

“Areas where Rural Water Supply and Sanita-
tion Authority (RUWASA) used to supply water 
are the ones that are currently benefiting from 
the project and the arrangement is quite differ-
ent from ours. For them, people are served by 
community water points but for us we advo-
cate people to have their homes connected,” 
he said.

Leonidas said awareness was continually cre-
ated to the public in the respective areas to en-
courage people to be connected to the service, 
adding that until that time 100 requests were 
submitted.

Usweghe Mwaipopo, Ilunga project manager, 
said the project has reached by 98 percent and 
that only a few areas remain.

He said the remaining areas include the wa-
ter treatment area.

Two projects worth 10bn/- billed 
to check water shortage in Mbeya 

NEMC, TFS plant 300 trees in memory of Wangari Maathai 
By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE National Environment Man-
agement Council (NEMC) and Tanza-
nia Forest Services Agency (TFS) have 
planted more than 300 trees within 
Pugu/Kazimzumbwi Nature Forest 
Reserve in honour and memory of 
the late Kenyan environmentalist and 
human rights activist Prof Wangari 
Maathai.

The ceremony to launch the plant-
ing was held at the weekend in the 
forest where various envoys repre-
senting their countries in Tanzania 

participated along with environmen-
tal activists.

NEMC director general Dr Immac-
ulate Semesi said the society should 
be motivated to see the importance 
of planting trees as part of taking care 
of the environment and dealing with 
climate change that cause various 
disasters.

She said that the event was im-
portant to celebrate the life of Prof 
Maathari because she did a great job 
of planting trees and encouraging en-
vironmental care to the extent that 
she was awarded the Nobel Prize.

Semesi said that trees are an im-
portant ingredient that makes the 
world continues to thrive as they help 
to filter air, bring rain, and support ac-
cess to food and businesses.

“Mama Maathai was an environ-
mental heroine and the best role 
model for Africa and the whole world 
recognized as a leader in environ-
mental protection. So, we should 
continue to honour her with actions 
like what are doing today,” she said.

“We at NEMC have our slogan that 
‘environment is life’ and one of the 
things that bring life are trees. So, we 

have no other choice but to ensure 
that we plant trees in abundance and 
all the time.

Kenyan High Commissioner to 
Tanzania Isaac Njenga said everyone 
should see that they have a debt and a 
big responsibility to ensure that they 
take care of the environment for the 
benefit of the present and future gen-
erations.

He said the environment that we 
are proud of today is a result of work 
done by pioneers who dedicated 
themselves to planting trees and tak-
ing care of them such as Prof Maathai.

“One of the things that Wangari 
Maathai encouraged was the care for 
the environment for future genera-
tions and she used to stress that we 
have a responsibility as the current 
generation to plant tree and take 
care of the environment,” he said and 
added.

Carolen Mavunde, deputy conser-
vation commissioner at TFS said the 
Pugu/Kazimzumbwi forest has 8,965 
hectares with 80 species of birds and 
14 species of small animals as well as 
plants that are in danger of extinc-
tion.

 She said that the trees planted in 
the forest are those that are resistant 
to drought, naming some as Migunga 
and Kangangi which grow along riv-
ers.

Prof Maathai founded the Green 
Belt Movement, an environmental 
non-governmental organization 
focused on the planting of trees, 
environmental conservation, and 
women’s rights. In 2004 she became 
the first African woman to win the 
Nobel Peace Prize. She died on Sep-
tember 25, 2011 in Nairobi at the age 
of 71 years. 

Tanzania National Roads Agency (Tanroads) CEO Mohamed Besta (L) and China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation represen-
tative Liu Zenglong pictured in Kahama yesterday exchanging documents on an agreement for the construction of a 73-km road to 
link Kahama and Kakola at a cost of 101.2bn/-. Photo: Correspondent Shaban Njia
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Commonwealth ministers’ pledges 
can help build democratic attitudes
REFLECTIONS are still being 

heard on the recent Common-
wealth law ministers’ conference 
that Zanzibar hosted recently.

The event emerged with expres-
sions of clear commitments to ad-
dressing the people’s legal help 
needs by removing barriers com-
monly hindering access to justice.

Just how far there are stumbling 
blocks to justice can be figured out 
in an affirmation by conference or-
ganisers that some 2.5 billion people 
in Commonwealth member states 
stand to benefit from this effort.

However, it is doubtless no easy 
task figuring out if this refers to all 
adults in those countries, a half of 
them, or the total population.

The four-day deliberations were 
in a sense an extension of the work 
by United Nations agencies and the 
collectivity of human rights activism 
in these countries and around the 
world. Conference watchers said 
discussions covered inputs from 
various stakeholders listed as peo-
ple with disabilities, civil society rep-
resentatives and legal innovators.

That shows how activism is gen-
erating a series of instruments to 
bring to fruition not just legislative 
changes but also improvements 
in judicial conduct, or in what is 
expected when a legal query hits a 
victim group member.

While seeking improved access 
to justice for people with disabili-
ties may sound familiar, obtaining a 
model law on virtual assets was not 
exactly what we hear on a routine 
basis.

Figuring out a new action plan 
to combat online violence against 
women was admittedly familiar, 
which doesn’t mean though that 
there is nothing new to map out in 

how the matter is handled socially 
and in the course of actual judicial 
dispensation.

Details of that sort can make a 
difference between liberty for ben-
efit of doubt or lack of proof to long 
years in jail for indifference or con-
nivance at case derailing. And at 
times this may help a guilty party to 
go free while victims grieve.

There are aspects where Com-
monwealth cooperation and net-
working, even without explicit 
funding, helps generate synergies 
about codes of law and judicial 
norms on their application – for in-
stance, when participants proposed 
eliminating gender-discriminatory 
legislation. Evidently, this differs – 
often sharply, from one country to 
another, largely depending on the 
strength of customs and traditions 
in each setting but while many such 
settings give way in one sphere or 
another.

One citadel of tradition is Saudi 
Arabia, where women can now 
drive, but a sort of revolutionary 
movement took power in a South 
Asian enclave that shut girls’ schools.

This has posed problems as to 
how United Nations and other hu-
manitarian agencies can work with 
authorities in countries opposed to 
the employment of women, etc.

Left to themselves, many coun-
tries can’t get out of tradition – in 
which case, international gatherings 
and networking stand as enzymes 
to help break down obdurate pro-
teins of tradition when some people 
are shunned by the global commu-
nity. Many countries have experi-
enced such moments when battling 
their demons of change and resist-
ance to change – or even public in-
terest drives.

Empowering women in Indian business: 
Salient trends, challenges, opportunities
By Charu Malhotra

IN recent years, India has witnessed a 
significant shift in its business landscape, 
with women playing an increasingly 
prominent role in entrepreneurship and 
corporate leadership.

This rise of women in Indian businesses 
is not merely a trend but a transformative 
phenomenon that is reshaping industries, 
driving innovation and fostering econom-
ic growth.

Let’s explore the trends, challenges and 
new opportunities with the growing pres-
ence of women in the business and entre-
preneurial world & corporate leadership 
roles in India.

The rise of women leaders and their 
contribution to the business world is very 
evident today. As societal norms evolve 
and opportunities for women expand, an 
increasing number of women are ventur-
ing into entrepreneurship, chiefly driven 
by a desire for autonomy, financial inde-
pendence and the pursuit of their heart-
felt passions.

Currently, India boasts 13.5 to 15.7 mil-
lion businesses owned by women, provid-
ing direct jobs for 22 to 27 million individu-
als.

With appropriate initiatives, this num-
ber could potentially rise to 31.5 million by 
2030, thereby increasing direct employ-
ment by approximately 50 to 60 million.

These women entrepreneurs are break-
ing stereotypes, challenging traditional 
gender roles and carving out their own 
paths in diverse industries, from technol-

ogy and e-commerce to healthcare 
and steel.

Moreover, in India, women entre-
preneurs are starting businesses at a 
faster rate than their male counter-
parts. According to a recent study, as 
women make more calculated deci-
sions in comparison to men, there 
has also been a rise in the number of 
women occupying leadership posi-
tions in corporate India.

Women are breaking barriers and 
shattering glass ceilings, assuming 
roles as CEOs, board members and 
industry influencers.

This pattern signifies a growing 
recognition of women’s leadership, 
showcasing their vital contributions 
to organisational success, economic 
growth, job creation, innovation and 
social impact within the country’s en-
trepreneurial ecosystem.

However, even though things are 
looking brighter, Indian women in 
the corporate landscape still face nu-
merous challenges.

Gender bias and discrimination 
continue to hinder women-owned 
businesses from accessing funding, 
new markets and growth opportuni-
ties.

In India, only 6 per cent of funding 
goes to companies founded or co-
founded by women. Cultural norms 
and societal expectations often place 
disproportionate burdens on wom-
en, making it difficult for them to bal-
ance business responsibilities with 

familial and societal obligations.
Moreover, female entrepreneurs 

frequently encounter barriers such 
as limited access to women-centric 
networks, mentorship and support 
services.

Addressing these challenges re-
quires concerted efforts from policy-
makers, industry leaders and society 
in general to create a more inclusive 
and supportive environment for 
women entrepreneurs to succeed.

Despite hurdles, though, the ascent 
of women in the business realm is 
presenting numerous opportunities 
for economic empowerment, social 
progress and inclusive growth.

By empowering women entrepre-
neurs and business leaders, India can 
unlock untapped potential, drive in-
novation and stimulate job creation 
across different sectors.

Investing in women-led businesses 
has proven to yield significant re-
turns, both economically and socially.

Women business leaders bring 
unique perspectives, fresh skills and 
original insights to the table, leading 
to more diverse and inclusive deci-
sion-making processes.

Additionally, supporting women-
led companies can have a multiplier 
effect, as women are more likely to re-
invest their earnings in their families 
and communities, thereby driving so-
cio-economic development at large.

Furthermore, there is a growing 
recognition of the business case for 

gender diversity and inclusion. Com-
panies that prioritise gender equality 
tend to outperform their peers, dem-
onstrating higher levels of innovation, 
employee satisfaction and financial 
performance.

By fostering a culture of inclusivity 
and diversity, businesses can unlock 
the full potential of their workforce 
and create a more resilient and com-
petitive economy.

The rise of women in the Indian 
business sector represents a signifi-
cant milestone in the country’s jour-
ney towards economic development 
and social progress.

By harnessing the talent, creativity 
and leadership potential of women, 
India can unlock new avenues for 
growth, innovation and prosperity.

However, policymakers need to 
enact reforms to address systemic 
barriers and promote gender equal-
ity in the workplace. Businesses must 
adopt inclusive practices and gender 
diversities.

As we continue on this journey, it 
is important to harness the power of 
women’s entrepreneurship and lead-
ership to create a more prosperous, 
equitable and inclusive India.

* A MediaNews4U dispatch. Cha-
ru Malhotra is Chief Brand Officer 
& Group Head Marketing at India’s 
APL Apollo Tubes Ltd, the largest 
producer of structural steel tubes 
in India.

By Dr Anna Henga

I was engaged in a recent conver-
sation with the managing editor of a 
leading Tanzanian English language 
newspaper revolving around the role 
or responsibilities of the organisation 
I lead, that is, the Legal and Human 
Rights Centre (LHRC).

In the course of the exchange, I 
was in particular asked why we bear 
that name and whether “rights” and 
“laws” are not interchangeable or 
synonymous terms. I promptly clari-
fied that the two are distinct concepts. 
But this exchange prompted me to 
delve deeper into the nuances of 
these terms. Two pillars stand tall in 
the intricate tapestry of societal order 
and individual freedoms: “law” and 
“human rights”. While often used in-
terchangeably, they embody distinct 
concepts with profound implications 
for governance and justice.

For now, let’s embark on a journey 
to unravel the complexities of law and 
human rights, shedding light on their 
unique roles and significance.

The backbone of law
Look at – or consider – the law as 

the rulebook governing our society. It 
comprises many regulations, statutes 
and legal precedents crafted by gov-
ernments to maintain order, resolve 

disputes, and 
ensure justice.

These laws are 
deeply rooted 
in historical, 
cultural, and po-
litical contexts, 
serving as the 
framework for our collective behav-
iour and interactions.

From criminal law, which punishes 
wrongdoing, to civil law, which gov-
erns contractual disputes, the legal 
system is the cornerstone of social co-
hesion and stability. The system pro-
vides guidelines for conduct, deline-
ates rights and responsibilities, and 
offers mechanisms for redress when 
these rules are breached.

The law refers to a system of rules, 
regulations and principles estab-
lished by governmental institutions 
to govern behaviour within a society. 
These rules are enforced through so-
cial institutions to regulate behaviour, 
ensure justice, resolve disputes, and 
maintain order.  Laws can be enacted 
through various means, including 
legislation, judicial decisions and 
customary practices, with historical, 
cultural, and political contexts often 
influencing them.

Primary functions of laws
Regulation of Behaviour: Laws 

establish standards of conduct that 
individuals and organisations are ex-
pected to follow. They define what 
actions are permissible, prohibited or 
required within society.

Administration of Justice: Laws 
provide a framework for resolving 
disputes and enforcing rights. They 
establish mechanisms, such as courts 
and legal procedures, for adjudicating 
conflicts and administering justice.

Protection of Rights and Responsi-
bilities: Laws delineate the rights and 
responsibilities of individuals and en-
tities within society. They safeguard 
fundamental liberties, such as free-
dom of speech and due process, and 
outline the duties and obligations ac-
companying these rights.

Promotion of Order and Stability: 
Laws contribute to social cohesion 
and stability by providing predict-
ability and consistency in governance. 
They establish mechanisms for main-
taining public order, ensuring compli-
ance with legal norms, and preventing 
and addressing conflicts.

Facilitation of Governance: Laws 
serve as instruments of governance, 
enabling governments to regulate 
public affairs, manage resources, and 
address collective challenges.

They provide the legal framework 
for functioning governmental institu-
tions and exercising governmental 

authority. Overall, laws play a crucial 
role in shaping the structure and dy-
namics of societies, influencing indi-
vidual behaviour, regulating interper-
sonal relationships, and defining the 
parameters of governance and justice.

The Canvas of Human Rights
In contrast, human rights paint a 

broader canvas transcending national 
borders and legal frameworks to en-
compass fundamental liberties inher-
ent in and applicable to all individuals 
under their humanity.

These rights, which are enshrined 
in international treaties and declara-
tions, include the right to life, liberty, 
equality and dignity.

Human rights embody the univer-
sal aspirations for fairness, justice and 
respect for human dignity. They serve 
as a moral compass, guiding societies 
towards greater inclusivity and equity, 
irrespective of nationality, ethnicity or 
creed. 

The Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights, which was adopted by the 
United Nations General Assembly in 
1948, is a testament to the global com-
mitment to the upholding of these 
principles.

* Dr Anna Henga (pictured) is 
the Executive Director of the Dar es 
Salaam-based Legal and Human 
Rights Centre.

Are ‘laws’ and ‘human rights’ interchangeable?

EAC federation quest decided 
in 1996 is back after 28 years

THE legacy of President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan in this first term 
in office is taking shape in the af-
termath of a meeting in Zanzibar 
at midweek where she hosted 
her counterparts from Kenya and 
Uganda.

We have it on good authority 
that the consultations were aimed 
at finding ways towards further 
East African economic and politi-
cal integration.

It might not be the kind of news 
which political observers at the 
local level were waiting for, on ac-
count of the track record in that 
direction for Tanzania.

Not surprisingly, the meeting 
was held in the relative exclusiv-
ity of the Tunguu State Lodge in 
Zanzibar, without much of the 
hefty protocol and presence of 
large numbers of people, media 
previews, etc.

Noticeably, the three leaders 
were reported to have agreed on 
the need to hasten public hear-
ings on the structure and areas to 
be considered in a draft constitu-
tion for East African political fed-
eration. The implication here was 
that the issue isn’t whether there 
should be a federation but how 
fast to ensure the longstanding 
dream came true.

That will likely come as news to 
a section of the public and espe-
cially news analysts and all sorts of 
political observers as, at a certain 
point years ago, the answer to that 
question was a resounding NO. Yet 
they never questioned the prin-
ciple of regional integration nor 
indeed fully excluded political in-
tegration. Some watchers will say 
Tanzania’s psychological position 
on the matter has usually hovered 
from indifference to relative hos-
tility. This is even as the country 
ranks as an early adherent to pan-
Africanism, and to an extent an 
early exponent of wider African 
unity.

The reason for this implicit am-
biguity is the manner in which as-
piration to federation is also an im-
plied unification of key elements 
of sovereignty, chiefly, citizenship, 
ability to settle and purchases of 
property. Owing to the dominant 
philosophy here since the 1960s, 
Tanzanian intellectuals and ana-
lysts are divided on the idea of in-
tense East African integration.

While the matter was not put 
across in a collective press confer-
ence or communiqué, the three 
leaders acknowledged in social 
media posts what had taken place, 
including their commitment to its 
content. The current version of 
the quest for federation started in 
1996 as initial structures of East Af-
rican cooperation were put up.

Then President Benjamin Mka-
pa had visited Kenya and Uganda 
in his first months in office and, as 
President William Ruto recalled at 
Tunguu, it was a 28th anniversary 
when the three leaders met this 
March 14. That is why one can ex-
pect some form of test of faith in 
how the various layers of political 
loyalty in Tanzania will react to the 
president’s initiative.

At the time that the EAC secre-
tariat and the treaty of the regional 
bloc’s establishment were com-
pleted in 1999, it was three years 
into the 15-year waiting period and 
consultation for federation, as de-
cided at the March 1996 summit.

When this period was being 
expected in 2011, in the hope that 
by 2012 the federation would be 
up and running, Tanzania in 2007 
made an opinion survey.

It obtained a resounding ‘NO’, 
the key argument being that we 
were not yet ready – and had bet-
ter wait. But with arguments about 
the relative strength of the respec-
tive countries’ economic muscle 
hardly applying now, it would 
not be too optimistic expecting 
smoother sailing this time around.
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By Correspondent Mutayoba Arbogast

T
HE government has since 1995 being committed 
in establishing the crucial classes that set founda-
tion for children’s education journey.

Over the years, a commended 46 percent surge 
in enrolment of childhood education was recorded follow-
ing the declaration of fee-free and compulsory pre-prima-
ry education.

Despite a promising increase in enrolment, which at 
face value seems like a positive outcome, the country’s 
pre-primary education system still grapples with glaring 
deficiencies as highlighted in the 2022 Pre-primary Enrol-
ment Report. 

The struggle unfolds against the backdrop of overbur-
dened pre-primary teachers, some of whom are forced 
to instruct nearly six times the government-set standard 
number of pupils in crowded classrooms.

The report shows that in 2022, one teacher taught 142 
students, a ration that exceeds the recommended teach-
er to child ratio of 1:25. The existing shortage of qualified 
teachers compounds the issue, elevating the teacher-to-
student ratio to a staggering 162 students per class.

As Tanzania copes with the dual challenges of access to 
quality in pre-primary education in some areas, a rallying 
cry emerges for systemic reforms to ensure the promise of 
education is not just a numbers game but a catalyst for a 
brighter future.

The 2022 Pre-primary Enrolment Report indicates that 
Tanzania had 1,543,843 pupils enrolled, with an overall en-
rolment rate of 34 percent, significantly lower than the 82 
percent in developed countries. 

Since education is among the five nurturing care frame-
work components for children in their early years, it is 
among the priorities of the National Multisectoral Pro-
gramme (NM-ECDP) 2021/2022 to 2025/2026. Under the 
program, the government and stakeholders work together 
to accelerate improvement of quality children’s services in 
all aspects including health, nutrition, security, safety and 
responsive caregiving.

Among the leading champions of NM-ECDP are Children 
in Crossfire (CiC) Tanzania, Tanzania Early Childhood Net-
work (TECDEN) and the Union of Tanzania Press Clubs 
(UTPC). 

These organisations work to accelerate early childhood 
development gains by enhancing the multisectoral ap-
proach in nurturing young children and promoting equal 
access to early childhood development services to ensure 
quality education reaches all boys and girls under 8 years 
as stipulated in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG-
4).

Recently, Deputy Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Edu-
cation, Science and Technology Prof James Mdoe com-
mended the collaboration among various stakeholders 
with the government leading the way to improved educa-
tion services in the country.

Prof Mdoe said the government is determined to moni-
tor, evaluate and update policies and directives that sup-
port provision of quality education which include the 
recently released Improved PPE Curriculum and syllabus 
2023—the document that responds to the ever-changing 
world.

Craig Ferla is the CiC Country Director; she said the or-
ganisation is dedicated to improve education not only in 
rural Tanzania but also in high-density and low income 

Pre-primary education crucial for children’s education journey

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole 

A
RTISANAL and small-scale gold miners have for 
year been using mercury in processing the min-
erals despite the various health risks it poses to 
human beings.

The government is striving to reduce and finally elimi-
nate its use to minimize health, environmental and socio-
economic risks among artisanal and small-scale gold min-
ers.

The National Environmental Management Council 
(NEMC) has come up with the Environmental Health Pol-
lution Management Project (EHPMP) that aims to provide 
small gold miners with an alternative mercury technology.

The council has so far reached 1.3 million gold miners 
in various regions whereas they have been provided with 
education on alternative gold processing technology as 
well as the safe use of mercury.

Eng Betrina Igulu, Coordinator of the project at NEMC 
told The Guardian that the project which ends in 2025 has 
in just one year resulted in in a number of recorded suc-
cesses.

Eng Igulu noted that controlling and elimination meas-
ures undertaken by the government are in line with the 
Minamata Convention on Mercury whereas as one of the 
signatories, Tanzania ratified the international treaty on 
October 5th 2020 with the intention of protecting human 
health and the environment. It first signed the conven-
tion in October, 2013. More than 130 countries have so far 
signed the protocol.

In regard to the Minamata Convention, the government 
established a number of policies including the Minerals 
Policy of Tanzania (2009), the National Environmental 
Policy (1997) and the National Health Policy (2007). The 
government also came up with a number of laws on envi-
ronment, minerals and chemicals.

“Tanzania introduced a five years National Action Plan 
(NAP) for Artisanal and Small Scale Gold Mining (2020—
2025) as part of efforts to reduce the use of mercury 
among small scale miners, increase public awareness on 
the impact of mercury, promote adaptation of mercury 
control and capture technologies as well as introduction 
of mining technologies that do not require mercury use,” 
Eng Igulu said, adding the project’s implementation peri-
od was extended to 2025 due to the outbreak of COVID-19 
which affected its timely execution.

“Most of small-scale miners use mercury in gold pro-
cessing; we are now coming up with alternative technol-
ogy that is environmental friendly. We have three technol-
ogies for gold processing which are mercury-free. These 
include the concentration and smelting methods as well 

NEMC supports artisanal miners with 
mercury-free gold smelting technology 

Tanzania, as a signatory to the frameworks, has im-
plemented policies and guidelines reflecting the prin-
ciple of equal rights to education. 

However, challenges persist, particularly in margin-
alized, remote, and rural areas where children face 
various barriers to accessing quality early learning 
opportunities compared to their urban counterparts.

While the enrolment rate increased by 11.0 percent 
in 2022, challenges remain, with a significant portion 
of the 5-year-old population still out of the pre-prima-
ry education cycle.

The overall Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) was 83.87 
percent, indicating that there is room for improve-
ment in absorbing all 5-year-old children into pre-pri-
mary education.

Tanzania is at the crossroads of pre-primary educa-
tion challenges, where the resounding call for system-
ic reforms has been felt and a collaborative effort for 
change is underway. 

While acknowledging the government's commit-
ment, it is undeniably clear that a concerted and 
strategic effort is imperative to transform access to 
education from a mere numerical triumph into a gate-
way for unparalleled learning experiences during the 
formative early years of a child's development.

There is always room for improvement through 
learning best practices from others, while maintaining 
the unique cultural values.

Tanzania stands on the brink of transformative pos-
sibilities, recognizing that addressing pre-primary 
education challenges necessitates a holistic approach. 

as the use of cyanide chemicals—currently used by many 
miners,” she added, noting they have also supported local 
manufacturers to ensure the technologies are available in 
great quantity.

Eng Igulu said they have so far provided education on 
alternative gold processing technologies to small scale 
gold miners in Mwanza, Geita, Shinyanga, Mara, Singida, 
Songwe and Mbeya regions. She said a few of them were 
taken to the NEMC centre for further training on the new 
technologies so that they could pass over the knowledge 
to fellow miners.

“We have a centre at the State Mining Corporation (STA-
MICO) where we offer training on the use of cyanide and 

other technologies. We are grateful that the use of mercu-
ry decreases day by day as hundreds of miners is opting 
for alternative gold smelting processes,” said the project 
coordinator.

The government has not banned the use of mercury, but 
it discourages its use in gold process to protect the health 
of people as well as the environment, she said, adding they 
have also succeeded to introduce national guidelines on 
the use of mercury.

The Government Chemist Laboratory Authority (GCLA) 
is responsible for registering mercury importers. 

Mercury use in the country stands at between 13.2 and 
214.4 tonnes per year, mostly by artisanal miners who 

account to about 1.2 million people. Be-
tween 10 and 20 percent of all the gold 
produced in Tanzania are from small 
scale miners of whom 30 percent are 
women.

She added: “Small-scale miners should 
stop using mercury that is imported ille-
gally as most of it has already been used 
in countries they came from. Mercury 
is informally imported into the country 
through Sirari, Namanga, Kagera and 
Tunduma borders.”

NEMC, in collaboration with the Min-
istry of Health has developed a public 
health strategy for prevention and con-
trol of mercury exposure in artisanal and 
small-scale gold mining. The strategy is 
intended to improve the health sector’s 
coordination mechanism in mitigating 
health effects of exposure to mercury.

“Under the stratergy, we also support 
those affected with mercury to get prop-
er treatment at clinics. Individuals who 
have seriously affected are subjected to 
intensive tests and referred to a major 
hospitals,” she told The Guardian, high-
lighting that they have also managed to 
procure modern equipment for testing 
mercury at NEMC, GCLA, Government 
Geological Survey of Tanzania (GST) and 
Mining Commission. 

She said with new testing devices, re-
sults are available in an hour. Previously, 
one could wait for 24 hours to get test re-
sults.

An estimated 7.2 million people (13 per-
cent) of the country’s population depend 
indirectly on small-scale mining activi-
ties. 

Statistics from the Tanzania Mining 
Commission (TMC) shows that between 
25 and 33 percent of small gold miners in 
the country have been affected by mer-
cury

Geita Region leads in the use of mercu-
ry whereby it uses some 4,489 kilograms 
per year. It is followed by Mbeya (1,854kg), 
Katavi (1,234kg), Shinyanga (1,456kg) Tab-
ora (1,112kg), Singida (1,048kg), Kwanza 
(1,696kg), Kagera(1,840kg), Mara (886kg), 
Iringa (870kg) and Kigoma (899kg).

areas in Dar es Salaam.
In Dodoma CiC started implementing the project 

in 2020 in Kongwa and Chamwino districts as a pi-
lot whereas district and ward education officers, 
school quality assurance officers,  together with 
Head Teachers and pre-primary teachers under-
went special training to enhance their classroom 
experience.

They were trained on classroom transformation, 
development of learning and teaching materials, 
community of learners as well as involving parents 
and communities in pre-primary education deliv-
ery.

A 2024 study by the University of Dodoma shows 
improvement in performance of children suggest-
ing for the project to be implemented in remaining 
districts—Bahi, Mpwawa, Chemba, Dodoma City 
Council, Kondoa District Council and Kondoa Town 
Council.

The challenge of access and quality in pre-pri-
mary education is answered by ‘Watoto Wetu Tunu 
Yetu’ project which is implemented by Chidren in 
Crossfire.

The 2022 National Economic Outlook Report re-
vealed that in government schools, pre-primary 
teachers are compelled to teach students nearly six 
times the government-set standard, now through 
‘Watoto Wetu Tunu Yetu’ project,  strategies to man-
age large class sizes are being taught to teachers so 
that no child is left behind, said Davis Gisuka, early 
childhood education expert from Chidren in Cross-

fire.
Muhanyi Nkoronko, an Education Researcher, em-

phasize the importance of investing in early child-
hood education, stating that it builds a student's 
capacity to handle subsequent levels of education, 
a notion supported by notable global organisation 
such as UNICEF and the World Bank. 

He underscored the need for the government to 
invest in qualified teachers and teaching resources 
to ensure proper early education, highlighting the 
impact on a child's educational development and 
ability to handle higher-level subjects.

Education Commissioner at the Ministry of Edu-
cation, Science, and Technology, Dr Lyabwene Mu-
tahabwa, said the focus on quality early education 
is not only an academic precursor but a vital phase 
for building discipline, social skills and creativity.

Dr Mutahabwa said the foundational period is 
crucial for a child's development and provides par-
ents with a safe space for children, allowing time 
for personal well-being and work commitments.

“The early years of life, from birth to 8 years, are 
critical for development, and the quality of learn-
ing experiences during this period significantly in-
fluences future schooling and life in general,” he 
said.

International commitments, such as the Con-
vention on the Rights of the Child and Sustainable 
Development Goal 4, underline the importance of 
equal access to quality early childhood develop-
ment and pre-primary education.



10 	 Monday 18   March  2024      

feature

Surviving the white gold rush: Life in South America’s ‘lithium triangle’
By Alberto Mazzieri

T
EÓFILA Cayo Calcina, 56, stands among her 
rows of quinoa plants, pointing towards the 
horizon. "The lithium plant is 50km in that 
direction. We are worried that the mining 

could leave us with not enough water to survive," she 
says, clearly disheartened.

Calcina lives with her husband in one of the houses 
overlooking the central square of the tiny village of 
Calcha K, an hour’s walk from her quinoa fields, where 
she grows quinoa real, a variety which is native to the 
Uyuni region of Bolivia and is considered a “super 
food” in Western countries such as the US and Europe.

The village is home to 400 people who speak Que-
chua, an ancient Inca language but still very widely 
spoken in South America. This community, where 
most people’s livelihoods are tied to farming quinoa 
and herding llamas, lives on the edge of the Uyuni salt 
flat in the Potosí region, part of the Bolivian Andes.

The Salar of Uyuni forms the world’s largest salt flat, 
stretching for nearly 10,500sq km (more than 4,050 
square miles) - slightly larger than the size of Lebanon 
- and attracting tourists from all over the world who 
come to marvel at its unique landscape.

In recent years, salt flats such as this one have also 
begun to draw intense interest from "green" industries 
around the world because the lightest metals on Earth 
are mined from lithium-rich brines, typically found in 
salt flats.

Last year, geologists discovered a vast deposit of 
two million tonnes of lithium in the district of Potosí, 
leading to a re-evaluation of the previously estimated 
resources of the metal on Bolivian soil.

The United States Geological Survey (USGS) now 
estimates that Bolivia has about 23 million tonnes 
(more than 20 billion kg) of lithium - some two million 
tonnes more than previously thought.

The mineral is a key ingredient for the production 
of electric car batteries, which countries around the 
world are rushing to produce in the race to switch 
away from fossil fuels. Bolivia’s President, Luis Arce, 
has announced that he plans for the country to be 
able to export batteries by the end of 2026.

The new lithium find has propelled Bolivia to num-
ber one in the world for lithium deposits, followed by 
Argentina with 22 million tonnes and Chile with 11 mil-
lion tonnes.

This is the so-called "Lithium Triangle" where the 
rush for "white gold" is very much under way.

Threatening water resources
Almost immediately, it seemed, the first industrial 

lithium processing plant had been inaugurated near-
by by Bolivian Lithium Deposits (YLB) in December 
last year. YLB is Bolivia’s state-owned mining company 
founded in 2017 and responsible for the industrialisa-
tion of lithium in the country, a process that is still 
very much in its early stages of development.

The standard method of extracting lithium in-
volves pumping brine into ponds on the salt flats and 
processing the lithium salts which crystallise once 
the water has evaporated. The process requires vast 
amounts of water.

Furthermore, the chemicals required to process 
lithium are toxic. "The release of such chemicals 
through leeching, spills or air emissions can harm 
communities, ecosystems and food production," a 
recent report from the international environment ac-
tivism group, Friends of the Earth, states. "Moreover, 
lithium extraction inevitably harms the soil and also 
causes air contamination."

Bolivia has secured deals with Chinese consortium 
CBC and Russian group Uranium One to use a new 
method - direct lithium extraction (DLE) technology 
- in the Uyuni salt flat and the Laguna Pastos Grandes, 
a crater lake in the same Altiplano plateau area as the 
Uyuni flat and where lithium has also been found. This 
new method, YLB says, will use less water, but has yet 
to be implemented.

The locals are hesitant to be drawn in by such assur-
ances, however. In November 2023, members of Villa 
Mar, a town in the Bolivian Andes close to the border 
with Chile, staged a protest when Uranium One Group 
arrived to deposit machinery and containers at the La-
guna Pastos Grandes.

Back in Calcha K, like most others in the area, the 
Calcina family has been raising llamas and growing 
quinoa real, considered the gold standard of this vari-
ety of grain, for generations. Its seeds are larger, more 

expensive and considered a fashionable "super food" by many 
in the Global North.

"I have been working in this field since I was a child," says Cal-
cina, who owns six hectares of land, roughly the same size as 
14 football fields, and is a member of the cooperative of quinoa 
real producers. "My parents and grandparents sowed this land 
before me; my children moved away but they come back in the 
summer to help with the harvest." Her husband also works on 
the farm and takes care of the llamas.

Already concerned about the effects of climate change, the 
prospect of incoming industrialisation is adding to her woes.

"We are seeing less rain, and changes in the weather," she 
says. "We are worried about the climate crisis but also the wa-
ter usage of lithium extraction. My husband is scared because 
he heard that they are having problems in Chile and we do not 
know if we are going to have enough water for the quinoa and 
the llamas."

Last year, her cousin, Mercedes Calcina, 60, who lives in the 
neighbouring village of Santiago de Chuvica and is also a mem-
ber of the quinoa farmers' cooperative, lost her entire harvest. 
Mercedes says: “There was no harvest of quinoa in my field last 
year because of the droughts. The rains are already changing 
due to climate change, now we are worried for lithium extrac-
tion.”

‘I fear we are going to disappear’
The rush for "white gold" in the Argentinian region of Jujuy 

is also ramping up after Governor Gerardo Morales approved 
a reform easing restrictions on mining industries and clamping 
down on the right to protest.

Lithium mining here takes place in the Salinas Grandes and 
the Laguna Guayatayoc, where the Ojos del Salar - groundwater 
pools found in the middle of the salt flat - are considered sacred 
to the Indigenous communities of San Miguel de Colorado, Pozo 
Colorado and Santuario de Tres Pozos. They are among the 33 
communities in Salinas Grandes and Laguna Guayatayoc.

Last June, hundreds of protesters from these communities 
blocked a highway from the salt plains in protest against lithium 
mining in the region which they claim has been made easier via 
new reforms passed by Governor Morales.

They were brutally put down by the army and the police and 
96 people were injured, according to local authorities.

Carlos and Hipólito Guzman are two brothers who live near 
the town of Susques, in the wider regional Susques area, where 
there is a great deal of disagreement among residents about the 
lithium mining in the Salar of Olaroz-Cauchari.

The brothers, who live 40km from the lithium mining site, 

are part of Colectivo Apacheta, a union of animal herders which 
has been protesting against lithium extraction in the salt flats of 
Olaroz-Cauchari, northern Argentina, for many years. But they 
have come into conflict with other residents who are in favour 
of the mining because of the jobs it brings.

Hipólito says he was hospitalised following a beating by local 
people in 2012 because of his views. His brother, Carlos, says: 
“Today we see the consequences (of the mining) since there’s 
no more water. It has changed a lot in the last five years. Lithium 
production pollutes our land and water. The world must know 
that we don’t agree with this.”

Political unrest in the region has kept investors away in past 
decades but as the global demand for renewable energy sources 
surges, mining and industrialisation here are on the rise as well.

Over in Chile’s Atacama desert, on the other side of the South 
American Lithium Triangle, the metal has been extracted since 
the mid-1980s.

The flamingo population has dropped by 10 percent since 
lithium mining began in 1983, according to a scientific research 
paper published in 2022 in the Royal Society journal, which de-
termined the cause to be the decline in water reserves.

Cristina, a local tour guide, is showing tourists a collection of 
small crustaceans which are eaten by flamingos in the Laguna 
Chaxa natural reserve in the Salar of Atacama, which is cared 
for by the community of Toconao in northern Chile. She says 
she fears for the flamingos here if more demands are placed on 
water resources. The laguna is just 30km from a lithium plant 
operated by SQM (Sociedad Química y Minera de Chile SA), the 
world's second largest lithium producer.

Bastian Galvez, head of operations at the SQM lithium mining 
plant there, says that the plant currently uses about 120 litres 
(32 gallons) of water per second, but has the capacity to double 
this if production increases.

People from the local Indigenous communities here also 
came out to block the roads leading to the salt plain in the Ata-
cama desert where the mineral is mined. They were protesting 
about another new deal which is set to be signed in March this 
year between the government and SQM, giving the group the 
rights to mine lithium here until 2060.

The group’s former president is Chile’s "Lithium King", Julio 
Ponce Lerou - the former son-in-law of Chilean dictator Augusto 
Pinochet. Lerou remains a major investor in the group with a 17 
percent share.

The protesters only stepped down after Chile’s current left-
wing president, Gabriel Boric, promised to visit. He still hasn’t 
come, though.

Karen Luza, 50, lives in Sequitor, 
a district of San Pedro de Atacama, 
one of Chile’s most popular tour-
ist destinations and home to 18 
Indigenous communities. She has 
the role of "water supervisor" in 
her Indigenous community, which 
means she oversees the local irri-
gation system, which still operates 
according to the ancestral system 
of canals used to bring water into 
desert areas. Her activist work in-
cludes monitoring the fluctuation 
of the water resources of an area 
used for irrigation.

Her activism has earned hostility 
from some locals who are in favour 
of the mining, however. Two of her 
horses were killed in an attack, for 
which no one has been brought to 
justice, a few years ago.

But Luza says she will continue 
to campaign against the mining 
operations. The water data she has 
collected show that the flow rate of 
the waters in the nearby San Pedro 
River has decreased from 1,200 
litres per second to 350 litres per 
second since 2008.

The data is alarming for the lo-
cals - mostly farmers and shep-
herds - who rely on this river to 
provide water for their herds and 
traditional crops like wheat, maize 
and alfalfa.

"We are in the most arid desert of 
the world and I fear we are going 
to disappear along with our Indig-
enous culture," Luza says.

The irony that the production of 
environmentally friendly cars is at 
the root of all this is not lost on her.

"Electromobility is promising so 
much change but this is not the 
truth. We won’t have electric cars 
here."

Teófila Cayo Calcina, a quinoa farmer in the Potosi region of Bolivia, points in the direction of the new lithium plant which is approximately 50km from her crop.



Monday 18  March  2024                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     11

featureS

By Arison Tamfu, Yaoundé

CENTRAL African leaders met 
at the weekend  in Bangui, Central 
African Republic, to celebrate the 
30th anniversary of the Central 
African Economic and Monetary 
Community (CEMAC), a regional 
bloc, in hopes of highlighting past 
achievements and defining a road-
map for strengthening regional 
integration, while focusing on eco-
nomic challenges and growth op-
portunities.

When CEMAC was created in 
1994, its members -- Cameroon, 
Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Central 
African Republic, Republic of Con-
go and Chad -- aimed to enhance 
economic development through 
regional integration. Saturday's 
event also offered the leaders an 
opportunity to consider how re-
gional integration and develop-
ment can be achieved under the 
China-proposed Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI).

Since its launch in 2013, the BRI 
has been welcomed by all CEMAC 
countries as a model for coopera-
tion with China in infrastructure 
development and socioeconomic 
transformation, said Elvis Ngolle 
Ngolle, international relations ex-
pert and former cabinet member 
of the Cameroonian government.

"Once you arrive in the CEMAC 
sub-region, you will see plenty of 
Chinese company investment pro-
jects," said Ngolle.

Thanks in large part to Chinese 
investments and expertise, CEMAC 
states have been blessed with the 
construction of some major mega-
infrastructure projects in the trans-
port sector.

A good example is the Kribi Deep 
Sea Port, built by China Harbor En-
gineering Company Ltd (CHEC) in 
Cameroon's southern town of Kri-
bi. While the new seaport, which 
is strategically positioned in the 
center of the Gulf of Guinea, has 
stimulated the country's economy, 
it has become a regional hub for 
the African Atlantic coast.

"With the coming of the Kribi 
port, Cameroon has once again 
placed herself as the port entry to 
the sub-region. This (the port) has 
added more value to certain indus-
trial projects in Chad, the Central 
African Republic and Congo," said 
Alain Patrick Mpila Ayissi, manager 
of the Land Development and En-
vironment Department of the Port 
Authority of Kribi.

Currently, CHEC is busy con-
structing the Kribi Deep Seaport 

Phase II. After the completion of 
the project, it is expected to be-
come a large container transit port 
and comprehensive hub port in 
Central and West Africa.

As part of the project, CHEC also 
constructed the Kribi-Lolabe high-
way that will cater to the require-
ments of the port transportation 
and logistics and make a contribu-
tion to local prosperity just like the 
road linking Cameroon to Congo.

The Cameroon-Congo road, con-
structed by contractors including 
Sinohydro, a Chinese civil engi-
neering construction company, 
stretches 1,600 km from Yaounde, 
the capital of Cameroon, to Brazza-
ville, the Congolese capital. It has 

been nicknamed the "road of re-
gional integration" by authorities.

James Essomba, who has been 
selling merchandise in the border 
town of Ntam, Cameroon's East 
Region, said that the new road is a 
game changer.

"At first, it was difficult to get 
goods from Congo. Now, both 
countries that have long traded 
with others outside the sub-region 
are trading with each other. We 
have seen a remarkable increase in 
trade and profit," said the 65-year-
old. Laurence Wandji, 41, is a pri-
mary school teacher in Bafoussam, 
Cameroon's third-largest city. A big 
water tower stands just a few me-
ters from Wandji's home. The tow-

er was contracted to the Chinese 
construction company CGCOC 
Group. In 2014, CGCOC Group 
arrived and set out to construct 
a water treatment plant and re-
lated facilities that could produce 
10,000 cubic meters of water daily 
in the city. It was part of a project 
to provide water to nine cities in 
Cameroon.

Currently, residents can enjoy 
a round-the-clock water supply 
thanks to the project.

"We can now take good show-
ers even in dry season thanks to 
China," said Wandji. "We can easily 
manage our daily activities which 
require water. Children no longer 
trek long distances to fetch water."

China has emerged as a collabo-
rator in furthering CEMAC energy 
generation goals too. The sub-re-
gion struggles with low energy gen-
eration and high tariff costs. Con-
structed by Sinohydro, Memve'ele 
Hydroelectric Power Station, a 
211-megawatt hydroelectric power 
station in the Ntem Valley locality 
in Cameroon's South Region, could 
offer a sustainable solution.

"Once the dam is fully opera-
tional, the problem of electricity 
will be greatly reduced. It is also 
capable of supplying electricity to 
neighboring countries in CEMAC 
because of the strong flow of the 
river," said Augustine Mbah, an en-
ergy consultant.

Every weekend, mammoth 
crowds gather at Limbe Omnis-
port Stadium and Bafoussam Om-
nisport Stadium in Cameroon to 
watch local league matches. Con-
structed by China Machinery Engi-
neering Corporation, the stadiums 
have become a veritable unifier for 
young people in the sub-region.

"Those stadiums hosted very 
important matches when Cam-
eroon hosted the Africa Cup of Na-
tions and Under-17 Central African 
football tournament. They build 
links among youth from countries 
through football. They are ex-
tremely useful and we are grateful 
to China," said James Ndukong, a 
football analyst.

Critics, however, allege that 
China's BRI projects in the CEMAC 
zone are a "debt trap." Analysts 
insist China's investment is giv-
ing a much-needed boost to the 
economies of the countries oth-
erwise largely ignored by Western 
investors. "Unlike other countries, 
China is working to help Africa 
restore infrastructures that are es-
sential for economic recovery. The 
projects also provide massive job 
opportunities for local residents," 
said Ngolle, the international rela-
tions expert and former cabinet 
member of the Cameroonian gov-
ernment.

Reacting to "debt trap" allega-
tions, Cameroon's Prime Minister 
Joseph Dion Ngute said that Cam-
eroon is a sovereign country con-
scious of its responsibilities and 
choices.

"We are not going to listen to all 
kinds of snide remarks by people 
who think they know better. We 
have a country we have to develop 
and that is our responsibility," said 
Ngute while visiting the construc-
tion site of a China-funded water 
plant in Yaounde, the Cameroo-
nian capital.

Xu Huajiang, general manager 
of China Harbor Central Africa 
Division which designed and con-
structed some major projects in 
Cameroon including the Kribi 
Deep Seaport and Kribi-Lolabe 
Highway, said that globalization 
and regionalization have become a 
general trend of development and 
should be embraced by African 
countries.

"It is necessary to strengthen the 
'hard connectivity' of infrastruc-
ture and 'soft connectivity' of sys-
tem rules and promote the four-in-
one interconnection of land, sea, 
sky, and network," Xu said.

China's Belt and Road Initiative paves way for common prosperity in Central Africa

By Guardian Reporter

 THE Tanzania Public Service College (TPSC) has 
made great improvements that made its graduates 
competitive and ably contribute to the country's 
economic development.

Dr Ernest Mabonesho, its acting rector and CEO,  
said in an interview recently that the college is a 
public entity aimed at providing comprehensive 
training for civil servants to meet the changing 
needs of the public services. The move, he said 
that it resulted from the public service reforms, 
and the need for an autonomous financially sus-
tainable public service college.

He says the college carries out its duties in three 
main areas which are long and short term training, 
professional advice, applied research and facilitat-
ing the use of technology in education for public 
servants.

He says that the college is mandated to provide 
training in three areas—short-term courses, which 
are carried out in five steps— induction training 
programme, “this training is given to new em-
ployees in the public service to enable them to 
understand the structure of the government as it 
works, to know the rules, laws and procedures in 
the public service, and to build patriotism and na-
tionalism.”

According to Dr Maboresho, the training entity 
also provides orientation and refresher training in 
the public service.

“These kinds of training are given to employees 
who have served in the Public Service for a certain 
period of time and aim to remind employees of 
new things emerging in the government and to be 
aware of various changes/improvements in opera-
tional systems made at different times,” he says.

TPSC also provide proficiency/meritocracy 
training, which is for civil servants in various cad-
res who expect to rise in grades in a certain period 

of their service in accordance with the existing 
procedures.

Dr Maboresho says: “Basically, our college has 
been given the authority to coordinate and con-
duct Public Service Examinations aimed at devel-
oping the skills, expertise and knowledge of public 
servants in providing quality services and ena-
bling them to rise in ranks/grades in their cadres.”

He cites other training as “training on essentials 
in public service management, which is given to 
civil servants who have reached the level of direct 
participation in the decision-making of the rel-
evant Institution/Organization”.

It is for public employees who with their expe-
rience can hold managerial positions, Dr Mabore-
sho says, noting that the college also offer training 
for new potential leaders known as leadership de-
velopment for emerging leaders.

“These kinds of trainings are provided to em-
ployees who are expected to be leaders in institu-
tions or public associations starting from the level 
of assistant directors, managers, heads of depart-
ments and other low-level leaders.”

The rector also stated that the college offer re-
tirement planning training programme—this train-
ing is provided to employees who are expected to 
retire in the public service in accordance with the 
law. They aim to prepare prospective retirees psy-
chologically, economically and healthily once they 
are out of public service

The college also offers long-term training aimed 
at the skills required in public service at the level 
of degree, diploma and post-diploma for public 
servants and awarding appropriate awards.

Other courses offered by the college include re-
cord keeping, document and information manage-
ment and accounting.

Other courses include human resources, public 
administration, procurement and supply and local 
government administration.

TPSC dreaming of days 
as a centre of excellence

Dr Maboresho further states that the 
college is currently offering training at 
the Bachelor's level starting in Septem-
ber, 2017 in the fields of Accounting 
and Document and Information Man-
agement in the Dar es Salaam branch.

 He welcomed public servants and 
the general public to join the college 
and undergo several courses ranging 
from certificate to degree level. TPSC 
operates in six campuses—Dar es Sa-

laam, Tabora, Mtwara, Tanga, Singida 
and Mbeya.

On Information and Communication 
Technologies (ICTs), Dr Maboresho 
says the college has focused on IT to 
reduce the various costs of conducting 
its training, noting that online training 
reduces costs and simplifies the provi-
sion of training for public servants in 
this country.

“The college has a global learning 

Kribi Deep Sea Port in Kribi, Cameroon

TPSC’s acting rector and CEO, Dr Ernest Mabonesho

section under the directorate of 
training for public servants. This 
department deals with conducting 
discussions, meetings and training 
through ICT,” he says

He explains that facilitating the 
use of technology in training for 
public servants is one the cost-
effective training in the modern 
world.

The college also connects stu-
dents with international experts 
using communication systems.

The college conducts online 
training to help the government 
reduce costs, have a friendly envi-
ronment for learning, provide the 
opportunity to avoid overlap be-
tween training and duties, reduce 
trips outside the workplace and 
avoid being away from family, he 
says.

The college is responsible for 
promoting the government poli-
cies and supporting the use of ICT 
among the practitioners. It also 
conducts research aimed at iden-
tifying the real management needs 
of the Public Service with the aim 
of promoting professionalism and 
efficiency of work for public serv-
ants. It also provides consultancy 
services in various areas within the 
public service.

“We’ve been cooperating with 
various entities including Institute 
of Public Administration (IPA).”

The college was officially estab-
lished on August 17, 2000 under 
the Government Agencies Act 
Chapter 245 through Government 
announcement (Establishment 
Order) no. 473 dated 15/12/2000 
which is a merger of two colleges, 
the Civil Service Training Center 
established in 1963 and Tabora Sec-
retarial College established in 1972.
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 as flippers
18.move rythmically to music
20.a deep yellow colour 
22.related by blood 
23.Beryllium symbol 
24.an alloy of copper and tin 
for making bells, with a higher 
tin content than in bronze
Down:
1. Largest port in Kenya 
2. be shut forcefully and loudly  
3.  a discussion group 
4.  leave out or exclude 
5.  usual 
6.  cease work in order to relax
8.  Drum in Kiswahili 
11.largest country in North 
America 
12.strike out with the foot 
14.a Polynesian garland of 
flowers
16.Mango in Kiswahili 
17.Brother of Cain in the Bible 
19. nasal mucus 
21.any intoxicating drink in 
North America 

Across:
1. Capital city of Russia 
7.  a common flatfish of the plaice family 
9.  what is meant by a word
10.an agricultural tool similar to pickaxe
13.e-mail  15.a fish-eating aquatic mammal 
with a streamlined body and feet developed
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In this Puzzle you have no clues, only a list of words 
that all fit into the grid. The Guardian have given you 
a head start. 
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By Farai Shawn Matiashe

H
ONEYBEES quickly react with a sharp and loud 
buzz sound as beekeeper Tanyaradzwa Kanan-
gira opens one of the wooden horizontal Kenyan 
top bar hives near a stream in a thick forest in 

Chimanimani, 412 kilometres from Zimbabwe’s capital, Ha-
rare.

The 26-year-old puffs some smoke, a safety measure, as 
he holds and inspects a honeycomb built from hexagons by 
the honey bees.

Many people in this part of the country rely on many 
forms of agriculture, from agroforestry and horticulture to 
crop production.

Nonetheless, with increasing floods and droughts as a re-
sult of climate change, both rainfed and irrigation agricul-
ture have become somewhat unreliable, forcing farmers to 
diversify into other forms of farming like apiculture to sus-
tain their livelihoods.

Kanangira is part of the 11 young people in Chimanima-
ni, Manicaland Province, who have been supported by the 
United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
with training in beekeeping as well as market linkages since 
June 2023.

“Factors to consider when establishing an apiary include 
the type of forage, such as flowers and herbs, warm climatic 
conditions, and water availability,” says Kanangira, wearing 
a white sting-proof bee suit.

Silence Dziwira, another beekeeper, says the use of chem-
icals by farmers is restricted in areas surrounding an apiary.

“We are planting bushy trees within the apiary and other 
different speeches. This helps in keeping the ground intact, 
preventing land degradation,” Dziwira, a mother of one, 
whose first harvest was late in 2023 and supplies the local 
market, tells IPS.

In this day and age, farmers use modern-day hives like the 
Kenyan top bar hive used in Chimanimani, made out of sus-
tainable materials.

An agroecology case study from the Alliance for Food 
Sovereignty Africa shows that there are more than 50,000 
beekeepers in Zimbabwe today.

Patrice Talla, FAO representative in Zimbabwe, says they 
are supporting the beekeepers with capacity building on 
beekeeping, including hive making, honey harvesting and 
processing, and business management.

“Since 2021, FAO, under the Green Jobs project, has 
trained and equipped 300 youth in selected communities 
to increase employment amongst rural youths, enhance 
food security, reduce poverty, and support environmental 

Beekeeping offering opportunity to 
Zimbabwean farming communities

the sector by women building and running their apiar-
ies across the country.

In Chimanimani, out of Kanangira’s team of 11 people, 
seven are women, showing that they are changing the 
narrative.

These beekeepers get monthly stipends from FAO.
“Earning a living from beekeeping makes me happy. 

As a woman, I did not think that I could venture into 
such a project as beekeeping,” says Dziwira, a mother 
of two.

“This initiative has made me realise my full potential 
as a woman and that I can successfully run a big pro-
ject.”

Talla says revenue generated from the initiative will 
be saved and used to pay wages beyond the two-year 
support.

FAO’s beekeeping project, Green Jobs for Rural Youth 
Employment, funded by the Korea International Co-
operation Agency (KOICA), is currently being imple-
mented in three countries, including Zimbabwe, Sierra 
Leone, and Timor-Leste.

In Zimbabwe, the project is running in six districts, 
targeting young people.

Kanangira, who uses the money from beekeeping to 
look after his siblings, is planning to supply honey to 
markets in Harare.

“We plan to sell in large quantities to companies in 
Harare. To add value, we want to have a processing 
plant where we make things like toothpaste and floor 
polish using products from honeybees,” he says.

IPS

sustainability,” he tells IPS.
To date, 319 beehives have been built to set up 

apiaries in different areas, according to Talla.
So far, out of 48 hives belonging to Kanangira 

and team, 13 have been colonised with Apis mellifera 
honey bees, the size of a paper clip.

Admire Munjuwanjuwa, a beekeeping expert based 
in Mutare, says beekeeping helps preserve forests.

“Beekeeping reduces deforestation because people 
cannot cut trees where there are bees; by so doing, 
trees will work as carbon sinks and reduce climate 
change,” he says.

Robert Mutisi, another beekeeping expert, says apiar-
ies protect the forests that act as bee habitats as well as 
sources of nectar.

“Beekeeping encourages farmers to plant trees and 
not cut trees indiscriminately. Beekeeping can act as a 
fire protection tool to guard against forest and vegeta-
tion destruction,” he says.

Kanangira says they have planted 3500 gum trees 
covering more than 2 hectares.

Three out of every four leading food crops for human 
consumption and more than a third of agricultural land 
worldwide depend in part on pollinators, according to 
the FAO.

Talla says bees are a barometer of the health of natu-
ral ecosystems and pollinators in forests.

“They play a major role in maintaining biodiversity, 
including wild, horticultural, and agricultural crops,” 
he says.

People consume honey as food, spreading it on bread 
and as a sweetener in tea.

Other byproducts of bees include beeswax, propolis, 
and pollen.

Traditionally, the beekeeping industry has been 
male-dominated but there has been growing interest in 

A beekeeper holds a honeycomb in Chimanimani, Zimbabwe. Photo: IPS



2.75bn/-, pushing the value 
of their participation on 
buying activity to 3.99bn/-
, which was equivalent 
to more than the value of 
shares they bought dur-
ing the first quarter of last 
year.

Analysts expect slow 
gaining of foreign investors 
on buying activity as some 
were returning specifically 
on active counters, while 
exiting from counters 
which their shares have re-
mained stagnant for a long 
time.

However, the shares 
bought by foreign inves-

tors on Friday last week 
were also sold by their fel-
low foreigners.

Foreign investors have 
so far recorded a net 
outflow of 20.5bn/-, af-
ter selling shares valued 
24.55bn/- since the start of 
the current quarter, which 
is 47.49 percent of total 
shares sold.

Top mover during last 
week was CRDB Bank 
counter, which trans-
acted 7.9 million shares 
sold through both block 
trade pre-arranged market 
board and normal board, 
at a price between  510/- 

and 540/- per share in 356 
deals.

Second top mover was 
TBL counter, which re-
corded the transaction 
of 263,000 shares traded 
through block trade pre-
arranged market boards, 
at a discounted price of 
5,500/- per share in 11 
deals.

The market report 
shows, NICO counter was 
third top mover, after re-
corded the transaction of 
135,799 shares, traded at a 
price of between 570/- and 
630/- per share in 51 deals, 
followed by Tanzania Port-

 By Guardian Correspondent

Amid economic uncertainties and 
rising inflation, total gold demand, 
including over-the-counter (OTC) de-
mand, reached a new record of 4 899 t 
in 2023, thereby supporting the highest 
yearly average gold price of $1 940.54/
oz, according to the World Gold Coun-
cil’s (WGC’s) most recent ‘Gold Demand 
Trends Report’.

The gold price, which hit an all-time 
high in almost every currency globally 
except the Swiss franc and was driven 
by increasing demand, particularly 
from central banks and OTC investors, 
has benefited gold mining companies 
globally, explains WGC chief market 
strategist John Reade.

However, yearly gold demand, ex-
cluding OTC demand, fell to 4 448 t in 
2023, a 5 percent decrease from a nota-
bly strong 2022.

Nonetheless, the central bank buying 
streak from 2022 continued at a “blister-
ing rate”, with demand having reached 
1 037 t last year, making it the second-
highest on record, down just 45 t on the 
previous year.

Hence, the WGC says it expects an-
other year of strong buying, adding that 
central bank buying – above the longer-
term average – is likely to provide solid 
price support.

Minerals Council South Africa econo-
mist André Lourens says the surge in 
demand from central banks over the 
past two years can be linked to econom-
ic uncertainties, heightened inflation 
and geopolitical tensions.

Meanwhile, the WGC report notes 
that yearly jewellery demand held 
steady at 2 093 t, despite the high gold 
price environment, while yearly bar 
and coin investment declined mildly by 
3% year-on-year as divergent trends in 
key Western and Eastern markets offset 
one another.

The gold volume used in electronics 
in 2023 also fell below 300 t.

Moving forward, Reade says the per-
formance of the gold price will depend 
on the direction of US interest rates and 
the strength or weakness of the US dol-
lar against major currencies, noting that 
US interest rates are likely to be lower 
this year and in 2025.

“We are convinced, as is the consen-
sus of economic opinion, that interest 
rates will fall in the US in 2024 and 2025. 
Declining interest rates are usually as-
sociated with higher US oil prices and, 
if the US dollar weakens, that will also 
help gold.”

With global geopolitical tensions 
becoming more unstable, such as the 
war in Ukraine, the conflict in the Mid-
dle East and potential tensions in the 
South China Sea, investors are drawn 
to safe-haven assets, particularly gold, 
which SA Bullion co-CEO Clint O’Brien 
describes as “immutable”.

Lourens adds that global geopolitical 
tensions heighten uncertainty, thereby 
impacting on growth and prosperity in 
the market, causing investors to “price 
in” the increased risk and/or cost of do-
ing business associated with unpredict-
ability.

Concerns over a country’s involve-
ment in wars translates into long-term 
investment being postponed in regions 
such as the Middle East while resources 
are diverted to short-term mitigation 
mechanisms.

“Risk is high, so money flows to less 
risky business ventures. In these ‘high-
risk’ areas, money flows to militaries 
and aid, and, to hedge against these un-
certainties, investors and central banks 
opt to buy assets that are reliable, pre-
dictable and universally valued. Hence, 
an increased demand for asset classes 
like gold,” says Lourens.

Additionally, disruptions in trade and 
logistics, as a result of the conflict in the 
Red Sea, have resulted in higher input 
costs and heightened inflation, which 
Lourens says could coincide with high-
er global levels of inflation, as was the 
case in 2022.

He adds that increased input costs 
and inflation erode the value of cash-
like assets, thereby driving investment 
in gold. Global conflict also creates 
subdued growth and wealth outcomes, 
which affect consumers who could, for 
example, demand less jewellery.

“The net outcome here is less certain 
and it is too early for us to speculate on 
the economic impact of tensions in the 
Red Sea. Suffice to say the gold price will 
act as a signal that reflects the underly-
ing global economic and political condi-
tions.”

Consequently, central banks may re-
calibrate their gold acquisition strate-
gies accordingly.

“We are confident the risk in the geo-
political sphere has not been priced in. 
This means volatility and surprises lie 
ahead. There is going to be more diver-
gence in price movements within the 
commodity complex than we’ve seen 
in the past,” adds Rand Merchant Bank 
co-head for resources sector solutions 
Julian Grieve.
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BUSINESS Stocks indices end week 
on high note with 2.7bln/- 
foreigners’ shares buyingGeopolitical uncertainty now 

supports gold demand, prices

Dr. Saada Mkuya Salum (R), minister of State in the Zanzibar President’s office ( Finance and Planning), presents an award to the Head of Branch Operations 
of Absa Bank Tanzania, Mwilongo Irene Msungu (C), in recognition of the bank’s contribution as the main sponsor at the launch of the Tanzania Women in 
Finance Association (TAWiFA), during an event held in Kizimkazi, Zanzibar recently. Left is Absa Zanzibar Branch manager, Rabia Aboud.This is one of Absa 
Bank’s initiatives to empower women economically. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

 By Guardian Reporter

The Dar es Salaam 
Stock Exchange 
(DSE) indices 
closed last week 

in green, after gaining 
of share prices among 
three local firms, with 
foreign investors making 
a comeback through buy-
ing shares valued 2.7bn/-, 
which was twice of the 
purchase amount record-
ed since the start of the 
current quarter.

The DSE market re-
port shows Tanzania 
Share Index (TSI) closed 
at 4,400.98 points on Fri-
day, an increase of 10.27 
points, while the all share 
index (DSE) gained by 
3.26 points after closing at 
1,770.77 points.

Three counters which 
caused the gain of the in-
dices include CRDB Bank, 
which its share price 
closed at 530/- an increase 
of 1.92 percent, self-listed 
DSE, which closed at 
1,860/- through appre-
ciation of 1.09 percent ad 
NICO, which its share price 
went up by 1.72 percent af-
ter closing at 590/-.

The market reports 
show foreign investors 
bought shares valued 

Mahenge graphite project gets 
approval for $53.9mln funding

Mahenge graphite project
 By Guardian Corre-

spondent

Tanzanian graphite de-
veloper Black Rock Mining 
has successfully secured 
the necessary debt facili-
ties required to advance 
its Mahenge project, with a 
new senior term loan from 
South Africa’s Industrial 
Development Corpora-
tion (IDC) completing the 
financing package crucial 
to get the mine into pro-
duction.

The IDC has approved 
a senior term loan of 
$53.9-million for the pro-
ject. Together with the 
previously announced 
$59.6-million from the De-
velopment Bank of South-
ern Africa (DBSA), Black 
Rock now has all the key 
approvals for the targeted 
term loan for the project.

The IDC is a state-owned 
institution that provides 
financial support to pro-
mote economic growth 
and development in South 
Africa. It funds viable 
businesses to enhance in-
dustrial capacity and con-
tribute to the economic 
growth of South Africa and 
the African continent.

The loan terms remain 
subject to documentation, 
but the loan tenor is ex-
pected to be seven years 
and the interest rate will 

be based on the secured 
overnight financing rate, 
or SOFR, plus a margin, 
Australia Stock Exchange 
(ASX)-listed Black Rock 
states.

Ultimately, funding for 
the project to reach pro-
duction will require both 
debt and equity. Black 
Rock previously signed a 
memorandum of under-
standing with its strategic 
alliance partner, Posco, for 
a potential cornerstone eq-
uity position in Black Rock 
of up to $40-million. Final 
approvals for this invest-
ment are expected shortly, 
the company notes.

“Black Rock will now 
seek to document full 
form facility agreements 
and confirm the final 
structure of the Mahenge 
project debt package. Such 
facilities are expected to 
contain terms and condi-
tions usual for facilities 
of this type, but there is 
no guarantee of the con-
ditions potential lenders 
may seek to impose, or 
that facility agreements 
will ultimately be entered 
into,” Black Rock said in 
an announcement issued 
on Friday by John de Vries 
Chief Executive Officer, 
Black Rock Mining.

Black Rock aims to have 
Module 1 at Mahenge in 
production in 2026.

The definitive feasibil-
ity study for the project 
considers a four-stage 
construction schedule to 
deliver up to 340,000 t/y 
of 98.5 percent graphite 
concentrate for 26 years of 
98.5 percent LOI premium 
graphite flake concentrate 
with the ability to produce 
ultra-purity flake of 99 per-
cent LOI.

Black Rock Mining Ltd 
has an 84 percent inter-
est in the world-class Ma-
henge Graphite Project 
(Mahenge) which hosts a 
multi-generational graph-
ite resource and is one of 
the largest JORC-compli-
ant flake graphite resourc-
es globally.

The government of 
Tanzania owns 16 per-
cent stake of the project 
through free carried inter-
est shareholding. A Joint 
Venture company, Faru 
Graphite Corporation 
(Faru) was established to 
develop the project.

The Mahenge Project is 
spread across 324 square 
kilometres of exploration 
tenements in Ulanga dis-
trict, approximately 250 
km north of the border 
with Mozambique. 

As of 2019, Tanzania’s es-
timated graphite reserves 
stand at 18 million tonnes 
ranking 5th in the world 
after Turkey, China, Brazil, 
and Mozambique.

In September last year, 
Black Rock Mining signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing agreement with 
its strategic partner Posco 
International, pertaining 
to graphite supply from 
Module 2 of the Mahenge 
project.

Under the non-binding 
agreement, POSCO will 
purchase fine graphite 
from the planned produc-
tion of the Mahenge Mod-
ule 2 project.

land Cement Company 
(TPCC), which transacted 
60,625 shares traded at a 
price between 4,260/- and 
4,320/- per share in 20 
deals.

Other active counters 
during the week were 
Tanga Cement Company 
Limited (TCCL), TCCIA 
Investment Company 
(TICL),  Swissport Tanza-
nia (Swis), NMB Bank, DCB 
Bank, Vodacom, Precision 
Air (PAL), DSE, Tanzania 
Cigarette Company (TCC) 
and TATEPA.

A total turnover re-
corded during the week 
amounted to 6.5bn/- fol-
lowing the transaction of 
8.7 million shares traded 
in 594 deals.

Since the start of this 
quarter, a total turnover of 
51.7bn/- has so far been re-
corded, which is far above 
20.3bn/- recorded during 
the whole first quarter of 
last year and more than a 
third of the value record-
ed during the fourth quar-
ter of last year.

Local investors have 
continued to dominate 
the market activity as they 
account for 92.28 percent 
of total value of shares 
bought and 52.51 percent 
of total value of shares 
sold.



 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

THE government has 
asked College of Busi-
ness Education (CBE) to 
strengthen technological 
innovation and creativity 
to match the needs of the 
labor market.

The call was made over 
the weekend by the Per-
manent Secretary of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade, Dr. Hashil Abdal-
lah, during the discussion 
on the college’s 50-year 
Development Vision to be 
implemented from 2024 
to 2074.

He said CBE and other 
colleges should provide 
education that will meet 
the needs of the local and 
foreign markets by having 
graduates with enough ex-
pertise to be accepted by 
employers.

He said the business sec-
tor is an important tool for 
developing the economy, 
noting that the college 
should provide quality 
education on the basis of 
economic and social de-
velopment.

He underscored the re-
forms undertaken by the 
college aimed at building 
academic and technical 
capacity for the students.

“The 50-year vision 

which has been prepared 
with great competence 
and the participation of 
various stakeholders, is an 
important step in ensur-
ing that the institution re-
mains strong in providing 
quality education and sup-
porting business growth,” 
he said.

He hopes that if the vi-
sion is implemented effec-
tively, it will help the col-
lege to bring about major 
changes in the business 
sector and society in gen-
eral.

He said the college 
should be ready to face 
challenges that may arise.

Professor Edda Lwoga, 
CBE rector said that are 
a total of 19,000 students 
have been enrolled in all 
the college’s campuses 
located in Dar es Salaam, 
Mbeya, Mwanza and Do-
doma.

She said that in imple-
menting the vision, they 
have started to make re-
forms to provide practical 
education by establishing 
the apprenticeship pro-
grams.

 “We have already ob-
tained the accreditation of 
apprenticeship programs 
whereby this year, we will 
start with banking, finance 
and metrology courses, 
where students will spend 

 By Guardian Correspond-
ent, Zanzibar

IN a heart-warming dis-
play of solidarity and unity 
during the holy month of 
Ramadhan, the National 
Bank of Commerce (NBC) 

organized a special iftar 
event for its Muslim cus-
tomers in Zanzibar.

Held in Isles, the event 
was attended by esteemed 
guests such as the Speaker 
of the Zanzibar House of 
Representatives, Zubeir 

Ali Maulid, alongside sen-
ior leaders of the Zanzibar, 
Members of the Zanzibar 
House of Representatives, 
MPs and bank customers.

“Other businesses 
should look to NBC Bank 
as a model for how busi-

nesses can effectively en-
gage with their customers 
and respect their cultural 
and religious values,” said 
Speaker Maulid, com-
mending NBC Bank for its 
exemplary cooperation 
with its stakeholders.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Foundation for climate-resilient investments

 MARIKANA

The United States is looking to Africa to help loosen 
a Chinese stranglehold on battery metals and reduce 
Russia’s influence over the market for other minerals, 
US Deputy Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo said on 
Thursday.

Coronavirus pandemic fallout and Moscow’s war in 
Ukraine have sent Western governments scrambling 
to reduce their reliance on Chinese supply chains and 
disentangle their economies from Russia.

But as Washington plots a course for its energy tran-
sition it is lagging behind China, which has spent the 
past decade securing access to minerals needed for 
the production of products like electric vehicle batter-
ies and solar panels.

“We don’t want to be overly reliant on any one coun-
try or any one company for global supply chains for 
critical minerals,” Adeyemo told Reuters during a visit 
to a platinum mine in Marikana, South Africa, owned 
by Sibanye-Stillwater.

While the US government has launched a raft of 
measures to incentivise increased production of stra-
tegic and critical minerals at home, notably under the 
Inflation Reduction Act, Adeyemo acknowledged that 
overseas resources were also vital.

“Africa is going to play a huge role,” he said. “A lot of 
critical minerals are located here.”

Chinese assets in Africa already include massive 
copper and cobalt projects in Democratic Republic 
of Congo and Zambia as well as lithium in Zimbabwe, 
where companies are assisted by heavy Chinese state 
investment in accompanying infrastructure.

Adeyemo said the United States was working with 
G7 allies to close that infrastructure gap.

The US International Development Finance Corpo-
ration is, meanwhile, aiming to de-risk private invest-
ment in Africa. And the deputy secretary said Wash-
ington was incentivising US manufacturing to boost 
demand for those minerals and create favourable mar-
ket conditions for miners.

But he added that the White House also stood ready 
to ensure a level playing field.

“We are talking to our European allies ... about some 
of the actions we can take using trade tools to make 
sure that a country like China can’t flood the market 
with things like electric vehicles and solar panels,” he 
said.

Regarding Russia, Adeyemo said countries like 
South Africa also had a role to play.

In the wake of Moscow’s 2022 full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, the US government slapped sanctions on a 
number of Russian miners and mineral exports. But it 
left Russian platinum group metals (PGM) largely un-
touched.

The United States is a major consumer of palladium, 
a PGM used in catalytic converters, with 32% of its im-
ports of the metal coming from Russia between 2019 
and 2022, according to the US Geological Survey.

Africa to play ‘huge 
role’ in US critical 
mineral strategies

Business college urged to strengthen tech innovations

Bank engages its Zanzibar customers through iftar 

Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Industry and Trade, Dr Hashil Abdallah

their studies in class and 
workplaces,” said Profes-
sor Lwoga.

She said that for the me-
trology course, they will 
collaborate with Weigh 
Measurement Agency 
(WMA), where students 
will be in the classroom for 
a while and as well as per-
forming practical work at 
the agency.

She said that CBE has 
also started an incubation 
program for students who 
have dreams of starting 
their own businesses.

“We introduced this 
program two years back 
and many students have 
already registered their 
businesses and compa-
nies, while still studying 
and in keeping with the 

changes in technology, we 
have started an online ses-
sions,” she said.

Professor Lwoga said 
that the college has started 
to offering online Master’s 
degrees and that they will 
add an international busi-
ness and procurement & 
supply course.

“We have seen a very 
great response because 

our students, wherever 
they are, will register on-
line and will only have to 
come here to the college 
for their test and final ex-
ams,” she said.

She said their 50-year 
blueprint represents the 
vision of the students and 
all stakeholders who par-
ticipated in formulating it.

 By Correspondent Zuwena 
Shame

T
he Tanzania Private 
Sector Foundation 
(TPSF) has said will 
ensure the super-

vision of investment policies, 
regulations, guidelines, and 
laws in the country to make 
them resilient and attractive 
to many investors, in order to 
address unemployment chal-
lenges.

TPSF Executive Officer, 
Raphael Maganga said this dur-
ing the second China-US Entre-
preneurs Exchange Party held 
in Dar es Salaam last week and 
attended by businessmen and 
investors from China, the Unit-
ed States, and Tanzania, as well 
as diplomatic corps members. 

The exchange party was or-

ganized by the ShaanXi Cham-
ber of Tanzania and Palm Vil-
lage.

Maganga emphasized that 
the investment environment 
needs to be conducive and se-
cure to attracting many inves-
tors, which will also help to 
solve the issue of unemploy-
ment among the youths.

He stated, “We ensure that 
the investment environment 
and the private sector are sus-
tained. There are policies, laws, 
and regulations that we find 
oppressive, which we present 
to the government for remov-
al or improvement. Because 
if the private sector thrives, 
investment will increase and 
solve the challenge of unem-
ployment for our youth.”

Maganga further noted that 
the private sector is the larg-

est taxpayer and employer, so 
it’s crucial to have favorable 
conditions to attract investors, 
thereby promoting employ-
ment and reducing poverty. 

He added that approximate-
ly 85 percent of graduates do 
not have formal employment, 
highlighting the TPSF’s respon-
sibility to ensure both invest-
ment and the private sector 
thrives.

He mentioned that invest-
ment in the country has in-
creased rapidly, especially 
during the three years of 
President Samia Suluhu Has-
san’s administration, with the 
Tanzania Investment Center 
(TIC) receiving many investors 
and businessmen from various 
countries, especially China, 
every week.

 He added that within these 

three years, many projects have 
been registered, indicating 
that investors are attracted to 
Tanzania’s environment, so 
TPSF has the responsibility 
to ensure that the business 
environment is improved.

The Director of Investment 
Promotion at TIC, John Mnali, 
stated that the meeting is 
crucial to Tanzania as it 
provides an opportunity to 
bring together the American 
Chamber of Commerce 
(AMCHAM) in Tanzania 
and the China Business 
Chamber of Tanzania with 
the aim of exploring and 
promoting various investment 
opportunities.

“As you are aware, these 
two countries have made 
significant investments in the 
country, so TIC is increasing 

efforts to meet with more 
businessmen and investors 
from America and China so 
that we can promote our 
opportunities for investment,” 
said Mnali.

Godfrey Mchangila, the 
Chairman of the American 
Chamber of Commerce (AM-
CHAM), highlighted the signifi-
cance of the event, aiming to 
bring together businessmen 
and investors from China, 
the US, and Tanzania, with an 
agreement to hold such meet-
ings more frequently.

He noted that this was their 
second participation in the 
meeting, which helps their 
members exchange business 
information and supports vari-
ous economic efforts under-
taken by the government.

China Chamber of Com-

merce in Tanzania chairman, 
Zhu JinFeng said that Tanzania 
is endowed with abundant re-
sources and favorable policies, 
offering numerous investment 
opportunities therefore pre-
sents a golden opportunity for 
all foreign investors from Chi-
na and the United States.  

“However, the strength of 
one individual is limited. To 
achieve better development, 
cooperation among us is in-
dispensable. There’s a famous 
Chinese saying, “Many hands 
make light work,” emphasizing 
the importance of collective ef-
fort for greater success. This, 
indeed, is the essence of this 
communication conference,” 
said JinFeng.

Burak Buyuksarac, the 
founder and CEO of BMS 
Group of companies and one 

of the organizers commented 
despite separate business 
agendas  the event symbolizes 
not only the strength of the in-
dividual business communities 
but also the immense potential 
that lies in the collaboration of 
the three great nations namely 
China, US and Tanzania.

“Tanzania is a land of op-
portunity and growth, serves 
as the perfect backdrop of 
our gathering. As we seek to 
expand our businesses and ex-
plore new markets, the impor-
tance of collaboration between 
Chinese and US companies 
cannot be overstated. By join-
ing forces, we can leverage our 
unique strengths, share valu-
able insights and create syner-
gies that will lead mutual busi-
ness goals and profits,” said 
Buyuksarac.

Sibanye-Stillwater CEO Neal Froneman and US Deputy 
Treasury Secretary Wally Adeyemo on a mine tour in 
Marikana

He emphasized the im-
portance of cultivating 
relationships that honour 
and upholds the religious 
values and beliefs of the 
bank’s diverse customer 
base.

According to Speaker 
Zubeir, by hosting such 
thoughtful events that 
resonate with the cultural 
and religious fabric of its 
customers, NBC Bank re-
affirms its commitment 
to not only providing 
top-notch financial ser-
vices but also to fostering 
a sense of belonging and 
shared values among its 
clientele.

The event further pro-
vided an ideal platform for 
acknowledging the mutual 
respect and understand-
ing that form the bedrock 
of NBC’s interactions with 
its customers.

NBC’s Head of Islamic 
Banking and Micro-Small 
and Medium-sized Enter-
prises (MSMEs), Raymond 
Urassa highlighted the piv-
otal role of strong relation-
ships between the bank, 
the government, and cus-
tomers.

“At NBC Bank, we pri-
oritize understanding the 

unique needs and prefer-
ences of our valued cus-
tomers. The iftar events 
serve as a testament to 
NBC’s unwavering dedica-
tion to building meaning-
ful relationships and fos-
tering a harmonious bond 
with our diverse customer 
base in Zanzibar and Tan-
zania mainland.” said 
Urassa.

He highlighted the 
bank’s unique offering, “La 
Riba,” tailored specifically 
to NBC’s Muslim custom-
ers in adherence to Islamic 
principles governing fi-
nancial transactions with-
out interest.

During the iftar event, 
guests engaged in enrich-
ing discussions and reflec-
tions, fostering a sense of 
community and together-
ness. 

As a token of apprecia-
tion for the enduring trust 
and loyalty of its custom-
ers, NBC Bank presented 
special gifts to all attend-
ees. The gifts symbolized 
the bank’s commitment to 
nurturing strong relation-
ships and showed grati-
tude for the continued 
support of its clientele.

The Speaker of the Zanzibar House of Representatives, Zubeir Ali Maulid addresses guests during an iftar event organized by 
NBC Bank for its customers in Zanzibar over the weekend. The event was attended by government officials, religious lead-
ers, political parties’ leaders, customers, agents, and bank employees. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.
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‘China’s support important 
for economic globalisation’

ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE   
 
 SUNDAY 17 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:20     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera

MONDAY 18 March
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
11:00      ITV Top Ten rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa 
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:40 	 Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle 
14:15	 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 Music: The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30   	DW: Afrimaxx
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45

22:00     Kipindi maalum: NHIF
22:15     Bundesliga na DW
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base	
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 19 March
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00	  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
13:20     Usafiri Wako rpt
13:50      Shikabamba
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Shikabamba
14:25     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30   	Watoto wetu
17:00	 Music: The Base 
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba
21:35     Kipindi Maalum: Nishati na 

Mazingira
21:50     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 20 March 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu

10:30      Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Mjue Zaidi rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Bundesliga na DW rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Kipindi maalum: NHIF rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35     Ripoti maalum:
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00    Jiji letu 
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 21 March 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30	 Jagina
19:00	 Usafiri wako
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base

00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 22 March
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing
11:20      Jagina rpt 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55     Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15      Top ten
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 23 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt

19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and Lifestyle
22:10	 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 24 March
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:25     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:20     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera
  

 CAPITAL
Sat  16 March
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt I Plead Guilty RPT
 17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 17 March
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 DW
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty 

Rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 18 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty 

Rpt 
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Jagina
16:00	 Tommorow Today
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Shamba lulu
20:00	  Innovation Rpt
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera
 
Tues  19 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty 

Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt
14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Shamba Lulu
15:30 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt

17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Jagina rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 20 March
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Eco@ Africa
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  21 March
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty rpt
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Jagina rpt
15:30 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  22 March
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt

14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 Out & About Rpt
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: I Plead Guilty 21:30	

Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 23 March
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela I Plead Guilty rpt
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  24 March
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera 

BUSINESS NEWS

 NAIROBI   
 
The number of Kenyans using satellite internet more 

than doubled in the three months to December last year, 
following the entry of Elon Musk’s satellite internet com-
pany Starlink into Kenya in July.

Fresh data from the Communications Authority of 
Kenya shows that satellite internet users rose from 1,354 
in the three months to September last year, to 2,933 in 
the quarter ended December.

This was after Starlink launched its services in Kenya in 
July, reflecting a rise in uptake of the service that has tra-
ditionally been a preserve of large corporates and niche 
users.

The service, which uses space satellites to provide 
internet connection, is typically used in remote areas, 
where other terrestrial providers such as cable or fixed 
wireless links are not available.

Starlink said it was targeting remote areas when it an-
nounced its plans to launch its services in Kenya, given 
the stiff competition in urban zones.

While experts had expressed doubts over its success 
given the high initial and subscription fees it charges, 
Starlink appears to have proved them wrong given the 
enthusiastic reception.

The number of satellite internet users crossed the 
1,000 mark for the first time last year during the July to 
September quarter, when Starlink entered the Kenyan 
market--an indication that its launch sparked increased 
interest.

Starlink debut appears to have also shifted the use of 
satellite internet technology to higher speeds, with 92 
percent of users now having a speed of between 100 
megabytes per second (Mbps) and 1 gigabyte per second 
(Gbps), up from zero a similar period in 2022.

This is a deviation from the norm in the usage of other 
fixed internet services in Kenya, of which the majority 
of subscribers use between 10 and 30 Mbps browsing 
speed.

During the period, the country’s satellite internet ca-
pacity, which reflects the total internet access speed that 
the technology can provide per second, increased by 4.9 
percent to 0.448 Gbps.

The market share held by ‘other’ fixed internet service 
providers, which includes the latest entrant also rose by 
one percentage point to 1.8 percent, from 0.8 percent 
during the previous quarter.

Starlink is, however, not the only satellite internet ser-
vice provider in Kenya. Others are Vizocom, Telkom’s 
Skynet, NTvsat, and Globaltt, among others, and Safari-
com has also expressed plans to enter the business.

Starlink doubles 
satellite internet 
uptake in Kenya

 SAN FRANCISCO

T
esla and a Black man 
who worked at the 
company’s California 
factory have settled 

a long-running discrimination 
case that drew attention to the 
electric vehicle maker’s treat-
ment of minorities.

Owen Diaz, who was awarded 
nearly $3.2 million by a federal 
jury last April, reached a “final, 
binding settlement agreement 
that fully resolves all claims,” ac-
cording to a document filed Fri-
day with the US District Court in 
San Francisco.

The document, which gave no 
details of the agreement, said 
both parties agree that the mat-
ter has been resolved and the 
case against the company run 
by Elon Musk can be dismissed.

Messages were left Saturday 
seeking details from Tesla law-
yers and from Lawrence Organ, 
Diaz’s attorney.

The April verdict was the sec-
ond one reached in Diaz’s case 
seeking to hold Tesla liable for 
allowing him to be subjected to 
racial epithets and other abuses 
during his brief tenure at the 
Fremont, California, factory run 
by the pioneering automaker.

But the eight-person jury in 
the latest trial, which lasted five 
days, arrived at a dramatically 
lower damages number than 
the $137 million Diaz won in his 
first trial in 2021. 

Former Tesla worker settles discrimination case
 LONDON

Despite the rising tide of de-globaliza-
tion and protectionism, China has played 
an important role in advocating econom-
ic globalization and its efforts in promot-
ing high-standard opening-up are worth 
noticing, several British experts told Xin-
hua recently.

“Trade is the source of prosperity and 
the source of stopping poverty,” said Ste-
phen Perry, president emeritus of Brit-
ain’s 48 Group Club, during a recent inter-
view with Xinhua.

“In the long run, globalization and mul-
tilateral forms of trade are inevitable, be-
cause they are the only way to get what 
people want, which is better and safer 
conditions,” Perry said.

Martin Wolf, chief economics com-
mentator at the London-based Financial 
Times, said that because of economic 
realities, China has to push for globaliza-
tion. “It makes sense for China in every 
circumstance to push for an open world 
economy.”

China-Britain Business Council Chair 
Sherard Cowper-Coles said China’s push 
for globalization is a win-win story. Speak-
ing at the “Icebreakers” 2024 Chinese 
New Year celebration, he noted that “Chi-
na matters more than it’s ever done to the 
United Kingdom, to post-Brexit Britain.”

Cowper-Coles told Xinhua during the 
event that China’s advocacy of economic 
globalization is “terribly important.”

“Britain needs China, needs this market 
for our goods and services, needs Chinese 
investment, needs Chinese students,” he 

said.
Commenting on China’s recent meas-

ures to push forward its high-standard 
opening-up, he said that “it’s a win for the 
Western firms that want to enter the Chi-
nese market. It’s also a win for the Chinese 
consumers who get more choices, more 
options. So it’s very positive in every way.”

Jean Christophe Iseux von Pfetten, 
chairman of the Institute for East-West 
Strategic Studies in Britain, said some 
good decisions are being made in China 
such as nurturing and strengthening the 
private economy, which is welcomed by 
China and the foreign community.

At the same time, Pfetten expressed his 
concern that in terms of foreign direct in-
vestment in the West, it will be much more 
complicated for Chinese companies.

“The United States is not benefiting 
from its protectionist action,” Pfetten 
said, adding that the so-called de-risking 
and de-coupling are “totally wrong.”

Keith Bennett, an international rela-
tions consultant in London, told Xinhua 
that although there is a lot of talk about 
protectionism and restrictions on trade, 
and there are some measures in that di-
rection, “the main trend is very much to-
wards globalization.”

“What’s important is that China puts 
forward an inclusive and fair globaliza-
tion,” he said.

“China is giving a constructive lead on 
that to make it fair and equitable for all,” 
said Bennett, adding that he thinks “the 
overwhelming majority of countries in 
the world support China’s initiatives on 
this.”

US District Judge William Orrick 
reduced that award to $15 million, 
prompting Diaz and his lawyers to 
seek a new trial rather than accept 
the lower amount.

In November, Organ filed a no-
tice that Diaz would appeal the 
$3.2 million verdict, and Tesla 
filed a notice of cross-appeal.

The case, which dates back to 
2017, centers on allegations that 
Tesla didn’t take action to stop a 
racist culture at the factory locat-

ed about 40 miles (65 kilometers) 
southeast of San Francisco. Diaz 
alleged he was called the “n-word” 
more than 30 times, shown racist 
cartoons and told to “go back to 
Africa” during his roughly nine-
month tenure at Tesla that ended 
in 2016.

The same Tesla plant is in the 
crosshairs of a racial discrimina-
tion case brought by California 
regulators. Tesla has adamantly 
denied the allegations made in 

state court and lashed back by ac-
cusing regulators of abusing their 
authority. The US Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission 
filed a similar complaint in Sep-
tember.

Musk, Tesla’s CEO and largest 
shareholder, moved the com-
pany’s headquarters from Silicon 
Valley to Austin, Texas, in 2021, 
partly because of tensions with 
various California agencies over 
practices at the Fremont factory.
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WORLD
Trump predicts end 
of US democracy if 
he loses 2024 polls

MOSCOW

Moscow’s Western opponents actively tried over 
the past year to disrupt the Russian presidential elec-
tion, Russia’s Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova told TASS on Saturday.

“Our opponents stirred up not just a week or a month 
ago. It seems to me that over the past year they did ev-
erything to either disrupt the presidential election or 
prevent it from being held or distort the conception 
of the elections in different ways,” the diplomat said.

The West has organized misinformation campaigns 
and influence in the cyber sphere: from spreading the 
corresponding content to blocking the apps of Rus-
sian organizations on digital platforms, which is also 
“a very serious element of influence,” she pointed out.

The West also used paid opposition that turned out 
to be “agents of influence and simply hirelings,” the 
diplomat explained.

“That is, all methods were used,” she pointed out.
“But nothing helps it [the West],” she stressed.
The unity of Russian citizens amidst the country’s 

West did everything over year to disrupt Russian presidential election — diplomat

On China’s railway network 
that spans over 150,000 ki-
lometers, numerous railway 
workers and police officers 
stand guard at their posts, 
dedicating themselves to safe-
guarding smooth and comfort-
able travel for all. Recently, five 
of them from the frontlines 
shared their unforgettable sto-
ries of growth alongside the 
railways. 

In Zhengzhou, central 
China’s Henan province, high-
speed rails stretch towards 
almost all directions. The 
Zhengzhou Railway Station 
sees the arrival and departure 
of a train every 1.6 minutes. As 
an on-duty station officer at 
the Operating Workshop of the 
Zhengzhou Station of China 
Railway Zhengzhou Group Co., 
Ltd., Jiang Tao processes a new 
“route” every 36.36 seconds.

“On Jan. 31, Zhengzhou was 
hit by a heavy snow,” Jiang 
recalled. “Each of us on-duty 
station officers was in a race 
against time - getting trains 
safely into the station, and then 
dispatching them as quickly as 
possible to send passengers 
back home without delay.” 

During the Spring Festival 
holiday, Hainan experienced 
a convergence of tourists, stu-
dents returning home, and 
people on family visits, which 
led to a significant increase 
in passenger volumes enter-
ing, exiting via the Qiongzhou 
Strait and traveling around the 
island.

Wang Xiaobing, a signal 
worker of the Haikou Compre-

hensive Maintenance Work-
shop of the Haikou Compre-
hensive Maintenance Section 
of China Railway Guangzhou 
Group Co., Ltd., said that 
equipment maintenance per-
sonnel had to perform inspec-
tions and repairs at midnight 
during the Spring Festival holi-
day to ensure safe operations.

“Although passengers may 
not see how we work, we still 
must meticulously maintain 
the signaling equipment to 
guarantee their safe journeys,” 
said Wang.

He said with the world’s first 
island-looping high-speed rail 
line constructed in Hainan, it 
is possible for people to visit all 
the attractions on the island in 

just one day.
“The loop line plays a vital 

role in the construction of the 
Hainan Free Trade Port and in 
accelerating Hainan’s devel-
opment into an international 
tourism consumption cen-
ter,” Wang noted, adding that 
guests from various countries 
also frequently travel on the 
loop line during the annual 
Boao Forum for Asia. 

In the eyes of Sonam Wang-
drak, a driver instructor of 
the No. 1 Operating Workshop 
of the Golmud Locomotive 
Maintenance Section of China 
Railway Qinghai-Xizang Group 
Co., Ltd., the railway network 
has been growing fast on the 
Qinghai-Xizang Plateau in 

recent years, which has not 
only facilitated residents along 
the routes but also reduced 
the costs of transportation. A 
range of specialty products, 
including highland yak meat, 
yogurt, and ethnic handicrafts, 
can now be transported by rail 
from the plateau to the rest of 
the world.

“The area around the Lhasa 
Railway Station has developed 
rapidly. The trains running 
across the Qinghai-Xizang Pla-
teau are tangibly changing the 
local residents’ mobility, way 
of production and way of life,” 
Sonam Wangdrak said. 

Zhu Shaoming is a third-
grade sergeant at the Hui-
lai Railway Police Station of 

the Huizhou Branch of the 
Guangzhou Railway Public 
Security Bureau, whose job is 
to ensure railway safety and 
security. Since the Hangzhou-
Shenzhen Railway opened 
in 2013, his jurisdiction has 
maintained a “zero occur-
rence” of incidents that en-
dangered train operations or 
threatened the lives and prop-
erty of passengers.

Moreover, Zhu has long 
been devoted to philanthrop-
ic causes. He has established 
a charity team that regu-
larly helps local seniors that 
live alone, people with dis-
abilities, and orphans. They 
also routinely donate school 
supplies, sports equipment, 

books, and school uniforms to 
schools in remote mountain-
ous areas. Additionally, Zhu 
helps local farmers sell unsold 
fruits, contributing to rural re-
vitalization. 

Xinjiang Uygur autonomous 
region boasts diverse land-
scapes and picturesque scen-
ery, making it a popular tourist 
destination. To ensure visitors 
from afar feel welcome, Mier-
ban Aiyiti, chief conductor of 
the Hotan No. 1 Fleet of the Ko-
rla Passenger Section of China 
Railway Urumqi Group Co., 
Ltd., has led her team to of-
fer a themed service that uses 
text and images to introduce 
the scenery and folk customs 
along the route to passengers. 
On her train, Xinjiang special-
ties like hand-pulled noodles 
and Xinjiang chicken stew are 
provided. People’s Daily

Guardians of rails: Powering safe journeys for all

WASHINGTON

 Donald Trump said on Saturday if 
he does not win November’s presiden-
tial election it will mean the likely end 
of American democracy.

The Republican presidential candi-
date, speaking to supporters in Ohio, 
made the claim after repeating his 
baseless assertion that his 2020 elec-
tion defeat to Democratic President Joe 
Biden was the result of election fraud.

During an outdoor speech that was 
whipped by strong winds and punctu-
ated by some profane language, Trump 
predicted that if he does not win the 
Nov 5 general election, American de-
mocracy will come to an end. 

“If we don’t win this election, I don’t 
think you’re going to have another 
election in this country,” Trump said.

Trump, who is under criminal indict-

ment in Georgia for trying to overturn 
the result of the 2020 election there, 
this week won enough delegates to 
mathematically clinch the Republican 
nomination.

A general election rematch with 
Biden is likely to be extremely close. A 
Reuters/Ipsos poll last week found the 
two candidates in a statistical tie with 
registered voters.

Trump opened his remarks in Day-
ton with a tribute to his supporters 
who are currently in jail for rioting at 
the US Capitol on Jan 6, 2021, as they 
sought to block certification of Biden’s 
2020 election win.

Trump saluted and called them “pa-
triots” and “hostages”.

The former Republican president 
has been using increasingly dystopian 
rhetoric in his campaign speeches 
about the state of the country.

New Delhi

Weighing in on the 
changing global percep-
tions of India, External Af-
fairs Minister S Jaishankar 
said the world now sees 
the country as one that is 
able to “seek its own solu-
tions”.

He said the country 
stood up for its consumer 
interests, energy choices and national security, stressing 
that “this is a different India today”.

Speaking at the ET Awards 2023 where he was honoured 
as the ‘Reformer of the Year’, Jaishankar (pictured)  said, 
“Today when the world thinks of India, the world actu-
ally sees a country which is able to seek its own solutions, 
speak its own mind, which will stand up, which stood up 
for our consumer interests when it came to its energy 
choices, which stood up for its national security when it 
came to deploying on our northern frontiers and in stay-
ing with the Quad. So this is a different India today, and I 
cannot tell you how proud I am to represent it abroad.”

Jaishankar noted that India, in the past few years, has 
left a deeper imprint on world consciousness. He said 
the world saw how India has tackled challenges such as 
the Covid-19 pandemic and shipped vaccines and other 
life-saving drugs to 100 nations around the world under 
‘Vaccine Maitri’ even as it was dealing with a public health 
emergency in its own backyard.

Highlighting India’s global outreach, Jaishankar said, “In 
the last few years, there’s no question we have left a deep-
er imprint in the world consciousness. When they think 
of India today, if one is talking in terms of challenges, they 
see how we handled Covid, how we became through Vac-
cine Maitri a provider of vaccines to 100 countries across 
the world. They note how we take care of our citizens 
abroad. It could be ‘Operation Ganga’ or ‘Kaveri’ or ‘Ajay’. 
It could be the ‘Vande Bharat’ mission during Covid. They 
see today the achievements of our businesses in projects 
abroad, in terms of exports which have gone up. They 
note, of course, the enormous progress that India itself is 
making.”

Speaking at the event, the External Affairs Minister 
touched on the burgeoning Indian econimy, saying, “They 
(the world) see today that despite the tremendous global 
headwinds, this is an economy that is growing at 8 per 
cent. The fifth-largest economy was 11th (even) a decade 
ago. It will be (the) third hopefully very soon.”

Jaishankar said that the world, even after coming out of 
the pandemic, continues to face different challenges like 
the conflict in Ukraine, the conflict in Gaza and maritime 
concerns in the Red Sea.

“There are other issues, some on our borders, some be-
yond. So the world is not without its challenges,” he said.

Stressing that the world was “full of opportunities,” 
Jaishankar said, “We are used to thinking of a global mar-
ketplace. There is a global workplace which is happening. 
There is a global tech place which is taking place. There 
are new opportunities to board the manufacturing bus, 
which we may have missed in the earlier years. But to do 
all that, we need leadership, we need vision, we need a 
collective commitment of a nation. And if we get all those 
right, I’m very sure that those who come after me will be 
able to represent the nation abroad with even more effec-
tiveness and an even greater sense of pride than I’ve had.”

					                   ANI

This is a different India today, says Jaishankar

Washington

 Former Vice President Mike 
Pence made a surprising declaration 
on Friday (local time), stating that he 
“cannot in good conscience,” endorse 
presumptive GOP nominee Donald 
Trump, CNN reported.

This statement marks a significant 
departure from his previous align-
ment with his former running mate 
and the president he served along-
side.

“Donald Trump is pursuing and ar-
ticulating an agenda that is at odds 
with the conservative agenda that we 
governed on during our four years. 
That’s why I cannot in good con-
science endorse Donald Trump in this 
campaign,” Pence said on Fox News.

Pence articulated his stance during 

an appearance 
on Fox News, 
e x p r e s s i n g 
concern over 
the dispar-
ity between 
Trump’s cur-
rent agenda 
and the con-
servative prin-
ciples they up-
held during their four years in office.

Although Pence refrained from en-
dorsing any candidate in the 2024 Re-
publican primary following the end of 
his own presidential bid in October, 
he had previously committed to sup-
porting the eventual GOP nominee. 
Trump had urged Pence to endorse 
him after the former vice president 
withdrew from the race, emphasising 

his role in elevating Pence to the vice 
presidency.

“I chose him, made him vice presi-
dent. But ... people in politics can be 
very disloyal,” Trump had said.

While Pence expressed pride in the 
accomplishments of the Trump-Pence 
administration, he highlighted areas 
where he believes Trump has devi-
ated from conservative principles. He 
cited Trump’s positions on abortion, 
the national debt, and the recent re-
versal on TikTok as examples of this 
departure.

“During my presidential campaign, I 
made it clear there were profound dif-
ferences between me and President 
Trump on a range of issues. And not 
just our difference on my constitu-
tional duties that I exercised January 
6th,” Pence said on ‘The Story with 

Martha MacCallum’.
“As I have watched his candidacy 

unfold, I’ve seen him walking away 
from our commitment to confronting 
the national debt. I’ve seen him start-
ing to shy away from a commitment 
to the sanctity of human life. And 
this last week, his reversal on getting 
tough on China and supporting our 
administration’s efforts to force a sale 
of ByteDance’s TikTok,” he added, as 
reported by CNN.

Addressing his own voting inten-
tions in the 2024 general election, 
Pence opted to keep his choice pri-
vate, stating, “I’ll keep my vote to my-
self.” He affirmed that he would not 
support President Joe Biden and indi-
cated a reluctance to endorse a third-
party candidate.

			   ANI

I cannot in good conscience endorse Trump - US ex Vice Prez Pence

Republican presidential candidate and former president Donald Trump speaks at a 
Buckeye Values PAC rally on Saturday 2024, in Vandalia, Ohio.  AP

In the middle of a section in his 
speech about placing tariffs on im-
ported cars, and foreign competition 
for the US auto industry, Trump de-
clared: “If I don’t get elected, it’s go-
ing to be a bloodbath for the whole 
country.”

Asked what he meant, his cam-
paign pointed to a post on the social 
media platform X by a New York 
Times journalist, which said Trump’s 
“bloodbath” comment came amid a 
discussion about the US auto indus-
try and the economy.

Asked for a response to Trump’s 
“bloodbath” comment, Biden cam-
paign spokesperson James Singer 
condemned Trump’s “extremism”, 
“his thirst for revenge”, and his 
“threats of political violence”.

Trump also appealed to Blacks and 
Hispanics, voters who will play a key 
role in deciding November’s elec-
tion. Trump has been narrowing the 
gap with Biden in opinion polls with 
non-white voters, who formed a core 
part of Biden’s winning coalition 
when he defeated Trump in 2020.

Trump cited a central campaign 
theme, that too many illegal immi-
grants have crossed the US-Mexico 
border since Biden took office, in his 
appeal to minority voters.

“No-one has been hurt by Joe 
Biden’s migrant invasion more than 
our great African American and His-
panic communities,” Trump said. He 
claimed without citing any evidence 
that illegal immigrants were taking 
their jobs. 		  Agencies

JUBA

 South Sudan on Saturday announced an indefinite clo-
sure of all schools as a result of heatwaves over the past few 
days with very high temperatures both during the day and 
night.

Yolanda Awel Deng, minister for Health, said most parts of 
South Sudan are experiencing a heatwave expected to last 
at least two weeks with temperatures ranging between 41 
degrees and 45 degrees Celsius.

 “The government has decided to take the following meas-
ures, one, close down all schools with effect from March 18, 
two, during the closure of the schools, parents are advised to 
stop their children from playing outdoors for prolonged pe-
riods and they should also monitor children, especially the 
young ones, for signs of heat exhaustion and heatstroke,” 
Awel told reporters in Juba, the capital of South Sudan. 

She said heatwaves can acutely impact large populations 
for short periods, often trigger public health emergencies, 
and result in excess mortality and cascading socioeconomic 
impacts like loss of work capacity and labor productivity 
and can also cause loss of health service delivery capacity, 
where power shortages which often accompany heatwaves 
disrupt health facilities. 			   Xinhua

South Sudan closes schools as heatwave intensifies

presidential election causes the 
West’s fury, Zakharova said.

“The country has consolidated 
and is a single whole. Moreover, 
this is unity in the face of the 
threat that is evident and unity, 

what is especially important, for 
solving the tasks that we face,” 
the diplomat said.

“This causes savage fury, ha-
tred and aggression and they are 
already foaming, you know, com-

ing out with some green pus. Let 
them choke on it,” she said.

The Federation Council, the up-
per house of Russia’s parliament, 
officially designated March 17, 
2024 as the day of the presiden-
tial election. The Central Elec-
tion Commission (CEC) then an-
nounced that voting would take 
place over three days on March 
15-17.

Four candidates are vying for 
the top office, namely New Peo-
ple party nominee Vladislav Da-
vankov; self-nominated candidate 
and incumbent President Vladi-
mir Putin; Liberal Democratic Par-
ty of Russia (LDPR) nominee Leo-
nid Slutsky; and Communist Party 
of the Russian Federation (CPRF) 
nominee Nikolay Kharitonov.

		  Agencies
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Wang Yongcheng is a 

deputy to the 14th National 
People’s Congress (NPC) 
and vice chairman of the 
China Disabled Persons’ 
Federation. As a person 
with visual impairment, he 
suggested that large-print 
textbooks be published 
for low-vision students en-
rolled in regular schools 
during the “two sessions” 
last year.

His suggestions were later 
handled and responded to 
by relevant agencies while a 
law on the building of a bar-
rier-free environment was 
drafted. As a result, provi-
sions related to his sugges-
tion were incorporated into 
the third draft of the law.

To make the replies to his 
suggestion more accessible, 
the NPC produced a Braille 
version of the replies for 
the first time. “For us with 
visual impairments, such 
democracy is really tangi-
ble,” Wang said. During this 
year’s “two sessions,” he 
feels more confident in ful-
filling his duties.

The “two sessions” is not 
only an important platform 
for participation in the de-
liberation and administra-
tion of state affairs, but also 
an important opportunity 
to address livelihood and 
practical issues. 

To evaluate the qual-
ity of Chinese democracy 
through the “two sessions,” 
one must look at both the 
content and quality of the 
suggestions and proposals, 
as well as how these sug-
gestions and proposals are 
handled and implemented.

Only by promptly re-
sponding to, swiftly acting 
on, and effectively address-
ing the suggestions and pro-
posals, and turning “good 
advice” into “concrete 
measures,” can the country 
truly deliver a sense of ful-
fillment to the people.

The continuous improve-
ment of systems, such as a 
mechanism for coordinat-
ing the handling of sug-

Chinese democracy turns ‘good advice’ into ‘concrete measures’

BEIJING 

The latest petition from five 
U.S. labor unions requesting the 
Biden Administration to review 
China’s so-called subsidies for 
its shipbuilders has prompted a 
backlash from China, calling the 
move ill-founded and hazardous.

Under a so-called section 301 
case, the unions urged the Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive to take measures, including 
the imposition of port fees on 
Chinese-built ships that dock at 
U.S. ports, despite there being 
no such precedent, and the crea-
tion of a fund with contributions 
from the aforementioned fees to 
help the domestic industry and 
its workers compete.

ILL-FOUNDED ACCUSA-
TIONS

Chinese legal and industrial ex-
perts view the petition as a cho-
reographed move aimed at seek-
ing “remedies” for an industry on 
the decline, in total disregard of 
the real causes of the decline, in-
cluding the evolving global com-
parative advantages and the lack 
of skilled U.S. workers. 

Employment of marine en-
gineers and naval architects is 
projected to show “little or no 
change” from 2022 to 2032 in the 
United States, according to the 
U.S. Bureau of Labour Statistics. 

However, such jobs are ex-
panding in countries including 
the Republic of Korea and China. 
Sun Lei, senior partner with Den-
tons, said that the current global 
share of the U.S. shipbuilding 
industry has declined drasti-
cally, but no causal link can be 
established between the decline 
and China’s industrial policies or 
subsidies.

 After looking into this petition, 
Sun said that the goal of the U.S. 
domestic industry may not be to 

impose tariffs or other taxation 
measures on China’s shipping 
services or ships, but to urge 
the U.S. government to increase 
policy and subsidy support for 
its domestic shipping and ship-
building industries. 

“I understand there is a need 
on the U.S. side to adjust its 
supply chain, but I think the 
Americans know clearly that it’s 
unrealistic to bring the whole 
supply chain back,” he said. “The 
problems concerning supply 
chains need to be solved with all 
relevant countries, such as the 
Republic of Korea (another ship-
building giant).”

China’s Ministry of Commerce 
(MOC) on Thursday voiced reso-
lute opposition to the move, 
saying this unilateral trade pro-
tectionism in the shipbuilding 
sector ignores World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO) rules. Noting 
that the U.S. side blames China 
for its own industrial develop-
ment problems in the absence of 
any factual basis, the MOC said 
that the accusations against Chi-
na are “totally untenable.” 

MOC Spokesperson He Yadong 
told reporters that China pays 
close attention to this matter and 
will take all necessary measures 
to firmly defend its legitimate 
rights and interests. 

Loud objections were also 
voiced on social media plat-
forms, with some comments on 
China’s Weibo describing the 
unions’ demand of a port fee on 
Chinese-built ships that dock at 
U.S. ports as like robbery. 

One comment on X stated, 
“The United States don’t get to 
be No. 1 forever & always & it’s 
not necessarily bad for you to not 
be.” Some have indicated politics 
at play in an election year in the 
United States, while others ex-
pressed deep worries over the 
move’s potentially hazardous im-

China rejects ill-founded U.S. petition against its shipbuilders

MOSCOW

Crimea and Sevastopol are inte-
gral parts of Russia and the issue of 
their affiliation is closed forever, Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov 
said in a video address on the occa-
sion of the 10th anniversary of the 
peninsula’s reunification with Russia 
on Saturday.

“The issue of the affiliation of 
Crimea and Sevastopol is closed. The 
peninsula is an integral part of Rus-
sia,” the top diplomat stressed.

Crimea has clear-cut prospects of 
its further development and Russia 
has resolved many problems inherit-
ed from Ukraine, Lavrov pointed out.

“Over the past years, many prob-
lems inherited from Ukraine have 
been resolved. With clear-cut pros-
pects of their further development, 
Crimean residents can look into the 
future with confidence and opti-
mism,” he added.

“Ten years ago, on March 16, 2014, 
Crimean residents determined their 
future independently and conscious-
ly, having reunited with Russia. I con-
gratulate the peninsula’s residents 
on the decade of the historic reuni-
fication with Russia. I wish them 
health, well-being, prosperity and all 
the best,” Russia’s top diplomat said.

Issue of Crimea’s affiliation 
resolved forever, says 
Russia’s top diplomat

pact on global trade.
Liu Cungen, professor with Shanghai Jiaotong University, 

attributed the rapid growth of China’s shipbuilding indus-
try to the country’s technological progress and complete 
industrial chain. 

Cui Fan, professor with the School of International Trade 
and Economics at the Beijing-based University of Interna-
tional Business and Economics, said that the growth of 
China’s shipbuilding sector was the natural result of China’s 
comparative advantages formed along with the develop-
ment of global industries over the past decades.

 “The production cycle of the shipbuilding industry is 
long, and it takes a long time for ship businesses to recover 
costs. In this case, all shipbuilding countries have used ex-
port credit measures to a certain extent, which are also al-
lowed by the WTO,” Cui was quoted as saying by Yicai, a 
Shanghai-based business and financial media outlet.

CONCERNS OF HAZARDOUS IMPACT
In an era of increasing uncertainties, experts say, the 

world’s major shipbuilding countries should strengthen 
solidarity and maintain healthy competition among ship-
building enterprises, instead of trying to hold back others’ 
development. 

If the measures are introduced, future orders for new 

ships will be hit, while freight forwarders will also be great-
ly affected, experts warn. 

In October 2023, a shipbuilding leaders’ summit in Yan-
tai, east China’s Shandong Province, brought together rep-
resentatives from Japan, Europe, China, the Republic of 
Korea and the United States. 

The meeting issued a statement asserting that, faced 
with multiple challenges and opportunities, all parties be-
lieved that the world’s major shipbuilding countries should 
strengthen unity and deepen the sustainable development 
of the world’s shipbuilding industry. 

It also called for maintaining fair and healthy competi-
tion among shipbuilding enterprises.

Sun Lei said that from the supply side, companies in 
the upstream of the supply chain are closely related to the 
shipping industry. 

“From the demand side, for those export companies that 
rely on Chinese-made ships for international trade, trade 
remedy measures may lead to an increase in transporta-
tion costs and affect the competitiveness of products in the 
international market, especially the U.S. market.” 

In the view of experts, the shipbuilding industry needs 
more cooperation from major shipbuilding countries to 
cope with challenges such as economic uncertainties, envi-
ronmental regulations, technical rules and maritime safety. 

NIAMEY

Niger’s ruling junta has re-
voked with immediate effect a mil-
itary accord that allows military 
personnel and civilian staff from 
the US Department of Defense on 
its soil, junta spokesperson Colo-
nel Amadou Abdramane said on 
Saturday.

The decision follows a visit by 
US officials this week which was 
led by Assistant Secretary of State 
for African Affairs Molly Phee and 
included General Michael Langley, 
commander of the US Africa Com-
mand.

 Abdramane (pictured), speak-
ing on television in the West 
African nation, said the US del-
egation did not follow diplomatic 
protocol, and that Niger was not 
informed about the composition 
of the delegation, the date of its ar-
rival or the agenda.

He added that the discussions 
were around the current military 
transition in Niger, military coop-
eration between the two countries 
and Niger’s choice of partners in 
the fight against militants linked to 
al Qaeda and Islamic State.

“Niger regrets the intention of 
the American delegation to deny 
the sovereign Nigerien people the 
right to choose their partners and 
types of partnerships capable of 
truly helping them fight against 
terrorism,” Abdramane said.

“Also, the government of Niger 
forcefully denounces the conde-
scending attitude accompanied by 
the threat of retaliation from the 
head of the American delegation 
towards the Nigerien government 
and people,” he added.

There were about 1,100 US 
troops in Niger as of last year, 
where the US military operates 
out of two bases, including a drone 
base known as Air Base 201, built 
near Agadez in central Niger at a 
cost of more than $100 million.

Since 2018 the base has been 
used to target Islamic State mili-
tants and Jama’at Nusrat al-Islam 
wal Muslimeen, an al Qaeda affili-
ate, in the Sahel region.

Abdramane said the status and 
presence of US troops in Niger was 
illegal and violated constitutional 
and democratic rules because, 
according to the spokesperson, it 
was unilaterally imposed on the 
African nation in 2012.

He said Niger was not aware of 
the number of US civilian and mili-
tary personnel on its soil or the 
amount of equipment deployed 
and, according to the agreement, 
the US military had no obligation 
to respond to any request for help 
against militants.

“In light of all the above, the 
government of Niger, revokes with 
immediate effect the agreement 
concerning the status of United 
States military personnel and ci-
vilian employees of the American 
Department of Defense on the 
territory of the Republic of Niger,” 
Abdramane said. 	Agencies

gestions, a whole-process communication 
mechanism, a mechanism for supervising 
key suggestions, a mechanism for tracking 
the handling of suggestions, and a work 
mechanism for handling suggestions when 
the NPC is not in session, has enabled high-
quality proposals and suggestions to be 
better translated into practical measures, 
providing strong support for reform and 
development.

This also exemplifies the value of “doing 
everything for the people” and highlights 
the unique advantages of whole-process 
people’s democracy. 

In February 2022, a digital working plat-
form designed to assist China’s lawmakers 
in better performing their duties was of-
ficially launched, enabling the full cycle of 
online processing of the suggestions put 
forward by deputies to the NPC.

After the “two sessions” 
of 2023 concluded, over 
8,000 chat groups were 
established on WeChat to 
facilitate the handling of 
suggestions. By embracing 
digital technologies and 
establishing online connec-
tions, geographical and time 
constraints have been over-
come, allowing more bril-
liant ideas to be transformed 
into practical solutions for 
addressing problems.

Integrating mental health 
education into the daily 
teaching at schools, safe-
guarding the “right to dis-
connect” of employees... At 
this year’s “two sessions,” 
these down-to-earth sugges-
tions concerning people’s 
wellbeing are highly antici-
pated.

It is believed that through 
the platform of the “two 
sessions,” China will make 
greater strides in delivering 
tangible benefits to the peo-
ple by effectively addressing 
their practical needs and 
concerns.

	     People’s Daily

Niger revokes military accord 
with US, spokesperson says

This aerial photo taken on Jan. 1, 2024 shows the large cruise ship Adora Magic City at the Shanghai Wusongkou International 
Cruise Terminal in east China’s Shanghai. Xinhua

Wang Yongcheng, a deputy to the 14th National People’s Congress, uses a computer for persons with 
visual impairments. (People’s Daily Online/Lin Xiaoli)

The second plenary meeting of the second session of the 14th National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC) is held on March 7, 2024. Members of the 14th CPPCC National Committee pose for a picture in front of the Great Hall 
of the People, Beijing. (Wei Qingcheng /People’s Daily Online)
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NCBA Bank, Breakfast Golf 
Community celebrate remarkable 
legacies of Mfuruki, Nyirabu    

By Getrude Mbago

THE NCBA Bank in col-
laboration with the Break-
fast Golf Community yes-
terday commemorated 
the exceptional contribu-
tions of Ali Mfuruki and 
Professor Mohabe Nyira-
bu, through a Memorial 
Golf Tournament which 
took place at the Lugalo 
Golf Club in Dar es Sa-
laam.

Gift Shoko, the Regional 
Director at NCBA, empha-
sized the importance of 
honouring the legacies of 
Ali Mfuruki and Professor 
Mohabe Nyirabu as lead-
ers who were committed 
to lifting others.

“Mfuruki and Professor 
Nyirabu were not only 
esteemed members of 
the Breakfast Golf Com-
munity but also pillars of 
our society. Their passion 
for golf was matched only 
by their commitment to 
uplifting others and mak-
ing a positive impact in 
our community. At NCBA 
Bank, we are privileged 
to commemorate their 
remarkable legacies 
through this Memorial 
Tournament,” he said.

The two leaders were 
revered members of the 
Breakfast Group and 
among the initial found-
ing members. Both were 
avid golfers who made 
time for the sport despite 
their busy schedules and 
responsibilities.

Mfuruki, a prominent 
figure in the business 
and publishing world, 
was known for his leader-
ship and mentorship. He 
served as a member and 
chairman of various or-
ganization boards world-
wide and co-authored a 
book on Tanzania’s Indus-
trialization.

He moreover co-found-
ed and led the CEO Round-
table, shaping private sec-
tor policy in Tanzania. His 
commitment to truth and 

NCBA Bank Tanzania Managing Director and CEO, Claver Serumaga, takes a shot to signal 
the opening of a Memorial Golf Tournament in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Organised col-
laboratively with the Breakfast Golf Community, the event aimed to honour contributions 
made by the late Ali Mfuruki and Professor Mohabe Nyirabu. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA Cricket Association 
(TCA) Chairman Balakrishna Sreeku-
mar has revealed the country has the 
best female cricketers and attributed 
the early elimination of the national 
women’s cricket team from the on-
going All-Africa Games in Ghana to 
heavy rains.

Sreekumar issued his statement 
concerning the match pitting Tan-
zania against Nigeria which ended 
prematurely due to heavy rains in 
Ghana.

It was adjudged no result and the 
teams shared a point apiece- Nigeria, 
therefore, gained from the results 
given it later had a better net run rate 
which had the West African country’s 
squad making it to the semi-finals.   

The third meeting between the 
two sides could not be concluded 
due to rain.

Tanzania won the toss, chose to 
bat first, and managed to amass 58 
runs for the loss of three wickets in 
10 overs. 

The Nigerians did not bat in the 
game given downpour halted the tie.

“Our must-win tie was washed out 
due to rains,” Sreekumar said in his 
brief response.

He, however, said he expects the 
team to perform well in future tour-
naments, adding he always expects 
the best.

After the match against Nigeria, 
Tanzania lost to South Africa by eight 
wickets. Tanzania started batting, 
ending with 66-10 in 18.3 overs, set-
ting up a modest 67 target for South 
Africa.  

In response, one of tournament fa-
vourites, South Africa, easily mount-
ed the chase losing two wickets in 
10.2 overs.

Zimbabwe clinched the women’s 
cricket tournament in the 13th Afri-
can Games, clinching the gold medal 
after a riveting Super Over victory 
against South Africa in the final 
held at the Achimota Senior Second-
ary School’s ground in Accra last 
Wednesday.

Both men’s and women’s tourna-
ments were held in Twenty20 Inter-
national format. This was the first 
time that cricket was played in the 
All-Africa Games.

Tanzania is represented by 75 ath-
letes in All-Africa Games. The ath-
letes come from sporting disciplines 
of cycling, athletics, swimming, box-
ing, cricket, judo, and soccer- which 
sees the national U-20 women’s 
squad ‘Tanzanite Queens’, battle it 
out in women’s soccer.

However, the country’s athletes are 
struggling, given so far only one box-
er has won a medal. Some commen-
tators have urged the government 
and sports stakeholders to go back to 
the drawing board, especially focus-
ing on backing grassroots programs. 

They also say there is moreover 
need to look at what is being done to 
develop athletes so that when they 
go to such tournaments, they should 
be well exposed and prepared.

They further pointed out there is 
a great need to improve the capacity 
of local coaches by providing them 
with the necessary tools for them to 
drill athletes properly.

Downpour cost national women’s 
cricket squad in All-Africa Games

Itilima District Commissioner Anna Gidarya (Front row, C) is pictured officially launching the Lake Zone Cultural and Tourism Festival, organized by Kilimanjaro 
One Travel and Tours, in Bariadi, Simiyu recently. Others are the Kilimanjaro One Travel and Tours Managing Director Christina Emmanuel (Front row R), the 
company’s director Mohamed Hatibu (Front row, 2nd R), the youth development officer Zena Mchujuko (Front row, 2nd L), and the National Arts Council official 
Gabriel Awe (Front row, L). PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA) Chairman Balakrishna Sreekumar (R) holds silver-
ware with senior national women’s cricket team’s skipper, Neema Justine, in Dar es Sa-
laam recently. The senior national women’s cricket team triumphed in this year’s edition 
of the Nigeria Cricket Federation (NCF) Women’s T20 Invitational Tournament which was 
played in Lagos. PHOTO: COURTESY OF TANZANIA CRICKET ASSOCIATION

 By Guardian Correspondent

THE Lake Zone Cul-
tural and Tourism Fes-
tival has been officially 
launched in Bariadi, 
Simiyu.

The event was graced 
by Simiyu Regional 
Commissioner, Yahaya 
Nawanda, who was rep-
resented by the Itilima 
District Commissioner 
Anna Gidarya.

Various dignitaries in-
cluding government of-
ficials and stakeholders 
in culture and tourism 
from the Lake Zone and 
neighbouring regions 
were in attendance.

In his speech, which 
was read by Gidarya, 
the RC commended Kili-
manjaro One Travel and 
Tours Company for con-
ceptualizing the Lake 
Zone Cultural and Tour-
ism Festival and choos-
ing Simiyu as its venue.

He further empha-
sized the importance of 
preserving and promot-
ing culture, highlighting 
it as a heritage passed 
down from ancestors, 
which deserves the ut-
most attention and de-
velopment.

He noted that the fes-

tival would significantly 
contribute to showcas-
ing the cultural richness 
of Simiyu through vari-
ous activities, thereby 
increasing its recogni-
tion both domestically 
and internationally.

“I have been informed 
that today marks only 
the launch, giving us a 
taste of what is expected 
to happen in July 2024 
when a three-day festi-
val will take place and 
attract over 7,000 par-
ticipants, including ex-
hibitors,” he said. 

The official stated this 
is a significant step and 
an opportunity for par-
ticipants to engage in 
business and learn vari-
ous aspects during the 
festival.

He further highlighted 
that the cultural tour-
ism sector would greatly 
benefit as visitors would 
have the chance to ex-
plore various attrac-
tions, including cultural 
sites within the region.

The regional com-
missioner urged early 
preparations for the 
grand festival to attract 
participants from both 
within and outside the 
country as he also con-

gratulated the organiz-
ers for supporting the 
government’s efforts in 
promoting the country’s 
culture as a major tour-
ist attraction nationally 
and internationally.

“I call upon various 
stakeholders, including 
individuals, organiza-
tions, institutions, and 
companies, to sponsor 
this significant festival 
in the Lake Zone and the 
country as a whole to en-
sure its success and the 
growth of our culture 
and tourism,” he empha-
sized.

He assured continued 
government support to 
the organizers to ensure 
the festival becomes an 
annual event, driving 
both cultural and eco-
nomic development.

The Managing Direc-
tor of Kilimanjaro One 
Travel and Tours, Chris-
tina Emmanuel, said this 
is the first time for the 
company, which is a key 
stakeholder in cultural 
and tourism activities, 
to organize the festival 
which she believes will 
be a huge attraction to 
Simiyu residents and 
neighbouring regions.

“This will be a three-

Lake Zone Cultural and Tourism Festival launched in Bariadi   

day festival that will take 
place on July 5-6 and 
climax on July 7, 2024. 
Among other things 
we expect various ex-
hibitors in cultural and 
tourism issues and will 
attract more than 7,000 
participants within 
those three days,” she 
said.

She further noted 
that the festival will be 
coloured by different 
entertainments, includ-
ing dances by the rivals 
Wagika and Wagulu 
sides.  

She called on business 
people, organizations, 
and private and pub-
lic institutions to come 

up and support the ini-
tiative to complement 
government efforts in 
promoting culture and 
tourism.

A representative from 
the National Arts Coun-
cil (BASATA), Gabriel 
Awe, praised the orga-
nizers for their efforts in 
advancing culture and 

tourism in the country. 
He urged other stake-
holders to fully support 
the festival. 

“This is a unique 
and significant festival 
that we, as Tanzanians, 
should be proud of as it 
contributes to the devel-
opment of our culture 
and tourism,” he re-

marked.
“It is therefore essen-

tial for stakeholders to 
rally behind and ensure 
it becomes an even big-
ger and more attractive 
event, drawing people 
from foreign nations to 
appreciate the value of 
our culture and tour-
ism,” Awe concluded.

family values earned 
him equal respect from 
all walks of life.

Nyirabu, an es-
teemed educator, im-
pacted countless minds 
through his classes at 
the University of Dar es 
Salaam. As a professor 
of political science and 
public administration, 
he shared his insights 
on improving political 
parties and electoral 
processes.

Despite his academic 

pursuits, Nyirabu en-
joyed light moments 
on the golf course, in-
dulging in his favourite 
game.

Both Mfuruki and Ny-
irabu served as chair-
men of the Dar es Sa-
laam Gymkhana Club, 
playing significant roles 
in the development of 
one of Tanzania’s old-
est golf clubs. They 
also provided valuable 
advice and funding for 
projects at the TPDF 

Lugalo Golf Club.
Claver Serumaga, 

Managing Director and 
Chief Executive Offi-
cer of NCBA Tanzania, 
reflected on the duo’s 
profound impact.

Serumaga noted: 
“Mfuruki and Professor 
Nyirabu touched the 
lives of countless indi-
viduals through their 
leadership, mentorship, 
and dedication to excel-
lence. Their legacy lives 
on in the hearts and 

minds of all those they 
inspired. It is a testa-
ment to their influence 
that so many people 
have come together to 
honor their memory 
through this tourna-
ment.”

The Memorial Golf 
Tournament served as 
a poignant tribute to 
these extraordinary 
individuals, celebrat-
ing their legacy and the 
profound impact they 
had on the community. 
Participants, including 
prominent figures.

“Golf was just one 
aspect of  Mfuruki and 
Professor Nyirabu’s bril-
liance. They brought 
challenging perspec-
tives to our group, keep-
ing us level-headed and 
pushing us to improve,” 
Gilman Kasiga- Chair-
man of the Tanzania 
Golf Union-  revealed.

Kasiga noted: “Their 
guidance and mentor-
ship were invaluable, 
and their absence is 
deeply felt.”

The tournament, 
marked by spirited com-
petition and heartfelt 
remembrance, provided 
a platform for partici-
pants to reflect on the 
enduring impact of Mfu-
ruki and Nyirabu.

Stories and anecdotes 
shared throughout the 
day underscored the 
profound influence of 
these individuals on the 
Breakfast Golf Commu-
nity and beyond.

The bank extended its 
gratitude to the Break-
fast Golf Community for 
their partnership and 
dedication to organizing 
the memorable event.

The success of the Me-
morial Golf Tournament 
underscores the im-
portance of honouring 
legacies and celebrating 
the values of leadership, 
mentorship, and com-
munity.



By Rob Smyth

T
HEY build statues 
of their legends 
at Manchester City. 
Vincent Kompany, 

Sergio Aguero and David Sil-
va made in galvanised steel 
are visited by fans on Etihad 
matchdays and surely Bernar-
do Silva will be joining them 
when he eventually leaves the 
club where his trophy-haul is 
15 and counting.

Perhaps it is him being 
linked with moves away for 
the last two summers that 
alters the perception of Ber-
nardo. Paris St-Germain have 
wanted him, Saudi Arabian 
clubs would love him and he 
has never made a secret of his 
wish to end his career in his 
native Portugal.

There is, however, no doubt 
over his standing at City. His 
list of trophies include five 
Premier League titles, two FA 
Cups, four League Cups and a 
Champions League. He could 
add another three to those 
this season. His two deflected 
goals against Newcastle meant 
City were into their sixth suc-
cessive FA Cup semi-final, 
which no team has done be-
fore.

In the short term, with Kev-
in De Bruyne  injured, it is 
down to Bernardo to make 
City tick, which he did against 
Eddie Howe’s team. Last sum-
mer he eventually signed a 

new contract but his future 
looked uncertain at the time. 
This season interest has not 
gone away but he is playing a 
key part in the Treble defence.

“Everybody loves him and 
we want him,” said Guardiola. 
“It is important he stays with 
us. Kevin will be back soon, 
but when you see the schedule 
–  Arsenal,  Aston Villa,  Crys-
tal Palace,  Real Madrid  – it’s 
really tough, and we need ev-
eryone. I said many times how 
important Bernardo is.”

Guardiola quickly shuts 
down talk of the Treble when 
it is brought up, yet retaining 
the three trophies of last sea-
son is a genuine prospect. He 

certainly cannot be accused 
of being a manager who ne-
glects the FA Cup. While oth-
ers concentrate on the Pre-
mier League, Guardiola has 
reached the semi-finals with 
regularity during his time in 
English football. During his 
eight seasons here, he has 
been there on seven occa-
sions.

“Always we expect the best 
for the team,” said Guardiola. 
“We won the Treble, five titles, 
and to be in contention means 
a lot. To [be in contention to] 
win four Premier Leagues in 
a row – this club has some-
thing special. It’s incredible. 
Of course we want to win all 

the FA Cups, for the quality of 
the opponents and the sched-
ule we have, to arrive against 
these teams is so difficult, but 
we are there.”

Newcastle, by contrast, will 
have to wait to add to their 
last cup triumph in 1969 when 
they won the Fairs Cup. The 55 
years of hurt goes on and this 
season is in danger of peter-
ing out after the excitement 
of Champions League fixtures. 
Now they have to put a run 
of games together and hope 
Uefa’s coefficient rules allow 
them to qualify for a tourna-
ment next season.

“I don’t think we can feel 
sorry for ourselves,” said New-

castle manager Howe. “This 
season could have ended very 
differently. The big moments 
have gone against us, but we 
have to come back.

“It is a good time to have the 
international break and then 
focus on the 10 games we have 
left. There is a huge amount to 
play for. People say our season 
is over, but that is nonsense.”

Howe’s focus was on de-
fence at the Etihad and who 
could blame him after their 
last five trips to City’s ground 
saw an aggregate score of 15-0 
in favour of the hosts? Howe 
had five black-and-white shirts 
across his back line like a bar-
code, although one defender 
was always following the 
moves of  Phil Foden  in the 
No 10 position.

Unfortunately for Howe, 
Foden was only one of several 
angles of attack at City’s dis-
posal. Foden running into one 
dead-end only saw  Jeremy 
Doku  use space elsewhere. 
And when the deadlock was 
broken it was from the left 
boot of Bernardo.

Fed by  Rodri, there were 
nine players in the penalty 
area when Bernardo took aim, 
but they had all backed off the 
Portugal winger. There was 
a wicked deflection off  Dan 
Burn to loop over Martin Du-
bravka but Newcastle had not 
helped themselves.
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 By Mike McGrath

ENGLAND captain Harry Kane is a doubt for the 
upcoming international friendlies against  Bra-
zil and Belgium after sustaining an ankle injury 
while playing for Bayern Munich on Saturday.

“He twisted his ankle in the goal net,” Bayern 
coach Thomas Tuchel said. “He’s cooled it with 
ice. We don’t have a [final] diagnosis yet. We have 
to wait and see and hope that it remains a scare.”

Bayern’s 5-2 win over Darmstadt in the Bundes-
liga lifted them to 60 points in second place, 
with Bayer Leverkusen, who are on 67, travelling 
to Freiburg on Sunday.

Kane crashed into the post late in the game as 
he tried to reach the ball when it rebounded off 
the crossbar from  Jamal Musiala’s effort. He ap-
peared to be in pain and received brief treatment 
on the field before going off.

Earlier, Kane had scored his 31st league goal 
to set the record for goals in a debut Bundesliga 
season. He also eclipsed his previous best mark of 
30 league goals in a campaign achieved with Tot-
tenham in the Premier League in 2018 and again 
last season before his move to Germany in a deal 
worth in excess of £86 million.

“Proud to break a Bundesliga record but more 
importantly another good win,” Kane wrote on X.

Bayern sporting director Christoph Freund said 
the club was in “close contact” with England and 
that Kane “will not take any risks” when the Three 
Lions face Brazil at Wembley Stadium on March 
23 and Belgium at the same venue three days later.

Darmstadt struck first, with Tim Skarke polish-
ing off a quick break in the 28th minute.

Bayern did not have to wait long for an equal-
iser as teenager Aleksandar Pavlovic, fresh from 
being picked for the Germany squad for friendly 
matches this month, dribbled past three players, 
charged into the box and found Kane, who passed 
to Musiala to finish the move.

Kane put Bayern 2-1 up in first-half stoppage 
time but the gloss was partly taken off the achieve-
ment when he limped off injured.

The former Tottenham striker will return to 
north London with Bayern later this month in 
the Champions League after his side were drawn 
against Arsenal in the quarter-finals.
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Harry Kane breaks 
Bundesliga record 
but hands England 
an injury scare

Bernardo Silva makes Man City tick 
to all but end Newcastle’s season 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

By Darragh Leen

IN recent weeks, Ange 
Postecoglou has been 
unwilling to engage with 
the idea that Tottenham 
Hotspur  are simply in 
a battle for Champions 
League places. Instead, 
he has dreamed a little 
bigger. “I don’t see the 
sense in trying to aim for 
something other than 
No 1,” he said earlier this 
month.

Spurs fans, no doubt, 
will understand that ar-
gument. But there is a 
problem here, which is 
that the thought of Spurs 
being in the title race is 
no longer based on real-
ity. It may not be a truth 
that Postecoglou wishes 
to confront, but it is the 
truth nonetheless that 
his players are indeed 
locked in a tussle for the 
Champions League plac-
es, rather than anything 
more.

On that front, with As-
ton Villa  and  Man-
chester United  watch-
ing closely, this was a 
deeply damaging night. 
Spurs were not just 
beaten by  Fulham, but 
thumped. Three goals 
in less than 20 minutes 
brought a much-de-
served victory for Marco 
Silva’s aggressive and 
imaginative side, who 
were led by the excel-
lent Rodrigo Muniz.

Spurs lost the physi-
cal and tactical battle, 
and failed to score in a 
league game for the first 
time this season.

In the aftermath, 
Postecoglou did not 
back down from his as-
sertions that he is not 
personally concerned by 
the scrap for Champions 
League qualification. “I 
don’t see fourth as the 
prize,” he said. “Fourth is 
not my end goal. I don’t 
want to finish fourth if 
we haven’t grown as a 

Ange Postecoglou dreams big but Tottenham 
now must face reality after Fulham thumping

team. If nobody believes 
me, that’s fine.

“Fourth would be great 
if I feel like we are creat-
ing something that is go-
ing to bring us success 
next year. But fourth 
is not our goal. It is not 
my goal. If we finish fifth 
and if I think we’ve got a 
team to challenge next 
year then I won’t be dis-
appointed.”

The  Spurs  support-
ers, executives and play-
ers might not necessarily 
agree, as there is a rea-
son why the Champions 
League is regarded as 
the promised land. Natu-
rally, the money it brings 
in would help to acceler-
ate Postecoglou’s squad-
building efforts.

For much of this sea-
son, Spurs have played 
like a Champions League 
team-in-waiting. But not 
on this trip to Fulham, 
where they were un-
done by the excellence 

of Muniz and a team that 
knew where to find the 
weak points of their op-
ponents.

Muniz has been a Ful-
ham player since August 
2021 but, until these last 
few games, he has never 
looked capable of lead-

ing the line. Last season 
he went on loan to Mid-
dlesbrough in the Cham-
pionship and scored just 
two goals.

The careers of strik-
ers can change in an in-
stant, though, and Muniz 
is suddenly an entirely 

different threat. In his 
last seven games, he 
has scored seven times. 
No player in the Pre-
mier League can match 
his tally since the start 
of February. His tire-
less running was one of 
many, many issues for 
Spurs on the night.

“What a performance, 
again,” said Silva. “He 
never gave up, even in 
moments when he was 
not even involved in the 
squad. When the chance 
came, he stepped in. He 
deserves all the credit.”

The remarkable form 
of Muniz has not been 
good news for Armando 
Broja, who joined Ful-
ham on loan from Chel-
sea  in January but has 
barely featured since. 
The deal for Broja is 
thought to include a 
clause which requires 
Fulham to pay £4 million 
if he did not play 60 per 
cent of their matches. 
This clause will now be 
triggered.

Clearly, this is not a 
move that has gone to 
plan, although Fulham 
will rightly argue that 
Muniz has earned the 
right to spearhead Silva’s 
attack. The 22-year-old 

Manchester City’s Benardo Silva scores their second goal against Newcastle. Agencies 

caused all sorts of prob-
lems for the Spurs de-
fence, where new sign-
ing Radu Dragusin was 
making his first start 
since his £25 million 
switch from Genoa, and 
raced behind them to 
score Fulham’s first.

Throughout the 
game, Fulham continu-
ally found space behind 
the Spurs full-backs. It 
was from this position 
that  Antonee Robin-
son  found Muniz, and 
from which  Timothy 
Castagne  assisted Sasa 
Lukic for the second 
goal. The third came 
as  Calvin Bassey’s shot 
hit the post and trick-
led across the six-yard 
box. Muniz, so sharp, got 
there first.

For Spurs there were 
chances created, but 
none converted as Bren-
nan Johnson  and  Timo 
Werner both fired wide. 
Last week, they won 4-0 
at Aston Villa. This week, 
they were thrashed. 
Whether you see this 
as a race for top four or 
otherwise, such fluc-
tuations in form are not 
conducive to a team hit-
ting its targets.

THE TELEGRAPH

Postecoglou must ponder how a team that thrashed Aston Villa 4-0 can be beaten 3-0 by 
Fulham the following week. Agencies

 WASHINGTON

LUIS Suarez came off the bench and scored 
twice as Inter Miami, without the injured Lionel 
Messi, won 3-1 at D.C. United in Major League Soc-
cer on Saturday.

Suarez continued his prolific start to life in MLS 
with his sixth goal in seven games in all competi-
tions for the South Florida club.

Miami had failed to win their last seven games 
without Messi, a run dating to September, but de-
spite that record, coach Gerardo Martino left Su-
arez and Jordi Alba on the bench.

Jared Stroud put for D.C. United ahead, latching 
onto a Mateusz Kilch pass and firing a first-time 
shot past Drake Callender.

The lead lasted only for 10 minutes, however, 
with  Leonardo Campana  leading the Miami at-
tacking in place of Suarez, seeing a header saved 
by Alex Bono but then, after D.C. failed to clear, 
turning in after the ball was scooped to him by 
Federico Redondo.

Busquets delivered a superb cross-field pass 
to set Robert Taylor in down the left but his low 
drive clipped the outside of the post on the stroke 
of half-time.

Uruguayan Suarez was brought on in the 62nd 
minute and the 37-year-old was to settle the con-
test.

Just 10 minutes after coming on Suarez finished 
off a fine move, turning in a low cross from Cam-
pana at the back post.

Then Diego Gomez, Miami’s powerful Paraguay-
an midfielder, won the ball in the center of the 
field and broke forward, finding Suarez, whose 
route to goal was initially blocked.

But Suarez was able to find space for a chip that 
Bono clawed at but was unable to stop crossing 
the line.

D.C United had  Pedro Santos sent off after he 
brought down substitute  Shanyder Borgelin  in 
the final minute.

Martino said Suarez’s performance had gone 
perfectly according to his plan.

“We had talked about him having half an hour 
and he defined the game,” said the Argentine 
coach. “One of the coach’s tasks, with these play-
ers, is to convince them when to stop, when to al-
low themselves a break and not risk injury.

“I try to get them to make a contribution not 
only when they play 90 minutes but less, and boy, 
did he do that today.”

AFP

Suarez comes off 
bench for brace 
as Miami beat 
DC without Messi



By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

TANZANIA Netball Association 
(Chaneta) says the national U-21 net-
ball team is ready for the U-21 Netball 
World Youth Cup Africa qualifiers 
scheduled for March 17--23 at Rem-
brandt Hall, University of Pretoria in 
South Africa.

Devotha Marwa, Chaneta president, 
said in an interview from South Africa 
the tournament- which got underway 
yesterday and will climax on Satur-
day- will identify four teams that will 
represent the continent in the 20-
team Netball World Youth Cup to be 
played in Gibraltar.

She said Chaneta is optimistic that 
the national U-21 netballers will do 
well in the tournament which will see 
Malawi, Zimbabwe, Zambia, Namibia, 
Kenya, Tanzania, and the host South 
Africa seek qualification for the Net-
ball World Youth Cup.

As we went to press, the Tanzania 
team was preparing to face South Af-
rica in the opening match of the tour-
nament and yesterday’s other fixtures 
saw Zambia confront Kenya, Malawi 
face Namibia and South Africa lock 
horns with Zambia.

Tanzania will today play two games- 
the first of which will pit the side 
against Namibia and- in the second 
tie- the former will face Zambia.

In today’s other games, Zambia will 
lock horns with Zimbabwe and the lat-

ter will thereafter face South Africa.
Tomorrow, Tanzania will play 

against Malawi, South Africa will host 
Kenya, Kenya will thereafter play 
against Malawi and Zimbabwe will 
take on Namibia.

Tanzania will on Wednesday be in 
action against Zimbabwe, Zambia will 
take on Kenya and South Africa will 
host Malawi.

On Thursday, the Tanzania team 
will have a rest, whereas matches slat-
ed for the day will see South Africa 
confront Namibia, Zambia will face 
Malawi and Namibia will lock horns 

with Kenya.
A day later, Tanzania will lock horns 

with Kenya, followed by a tie pitting 
Namibia versus Zambia, and later Ma-
lawi will play against Zambia.

Games which will be used to iden-
tify the fifth and sixth-placed teams 
will be played on Saturday morning. 

There will later on the same day 
be a playoff for fourth and third po-
sitions and, in the evening, the finals 
will take place.  

“We are ready for the tournament 
and am optimistic of good results, of 
course, it won’t be that easy but we 

are ready for the tournament,” Devo-
tha said.

The team, which is coached by 
Haleluya Kavalambi, has 12 players. 
The players include Jessica Leonard, 
Catherine Bunzari, Lilian Mwambisi, 
Fausta Chakawe, Scola Ramadhani, 
and Heldegar Marwa.

Roda Simbeye, Mecklina Mwita, 
Zuhura Ramadhani, Happy Kongoka, 
Rehema Mwita, and Elizabeth Am-
bumbu complete the squad.

Hafsa Ali is the team manager, Da-
vid Zacharia is the team doctor and 
Devotha is the leader of delegation.

 

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

M
BEYA’s Ken Gold 
FC maintained 
their five-point 
lead at the top of 

this season’s NBC Champion-
ship League with a 1-0 home 
victory over Mwanza’s Copco 
FC on Saturday.

Emmanuel Muka’s acrobat-
ic finish in the 40th-minute 
strike extended the unbeaten 
league run for Ken Gold FC to 
13 games.

The winning line is in sight 
for Jumanne Chale’s men, who 
have just twice in 25 league 
games and have managed to 
hang on to the top spot since 
December when they retook 
the lead from TMA in round 12 
of fixtures.

The Mbeya-based side now 
needs to win three of their re-
maining five games to seal an 
automatic promotion to the 
NBC Premier League for the 
first time in their history. 

They will have a home 
advantage in three games 

Liverpool’s quadruple 
chase faces Man United 
test, Newcastle seek FA Cup 
shock at Man City
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Ken Gold FC in control of NBC Premier 
League promotion battle 
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 Dar netballers ready for Netball 
World Youth Cup Africa Qualifiers

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s national football team’s interim head 
coach Hemed Suleiman is open to recalling central 
defender Dickson Job in future selections after solv-
ing differences that arose between the coach and the 
player in the AFCON finals in Ivory Coast.

Job addressed to the coach that he was not willing 
to play out of position- after he was instructed to fea-
ture as a right-back when Taifa Stars faced DRC Con-
go in a decisive AFCON tie. The youthful center-back 
insisted he wanted to play in his preferred position.

The Yanga defender did not feature in the conti-
nental tournament as his only chance was the match 
pitting Taifa Stars against DRC- Suleiman took the 
center-back out of the matchday squad.

According to Suleiman, he opted out of selecting 
Job for the upcoming Taifa Stars’ FIFA series match 
against Bulgaria and Mongolia scheduled for this 
month but the Yanga central defender is still a na-
tional team player.

During the period, Tanzania will play two friendly 
matches against Bulgaria on March 22 before hosting 
Mongolia on March 25.

Suleiman noted: “I cannot disclose everything that 
happened, I am protecting the player because he is 
still a national team player, we talked about the issue 
and it is already solved, but he is out of the 23-man 
squad this month.”

The tactician insisted: “Per my national team’s 
needs he fits at the right-back position, not at central 
defense where I have many options in that area. He 
stated that he did not want to play at right back then 
I opted to call the present players.”

“Job is a good player and has a bright future ahead, 
but Mwamnyeto, Hamad and now Kennedy Juma fit 
in the central defensive area, there are more central 
defenders for the squad, but as I previously said, he 
is still a national team player,” he said.

Hamad and Mwamnyeto have so far turned out to 
be the preferred central defensive pairing in Taifa 
Stars’ three duels played this year, height has so far 
favoured the two defenders against Job.

Job lastly featured for Taifa Stars in the World Cup 
qualification match against Niger which ended with 
the Tanzania team cruising to a 1-0 victory.

The central defender played 90 minutes and later 
was substituted in the first minute of added-on time 
for Maurice Abraham.

Ahead of the international break, The full squad 
was made public by Suleiman in Dar es Salaam last 
week.

Goalkeepers: Aishi Manula (Simba SC), Aboutwalib 
Mshery (Yanga) and Kwesi Kawawa (Syrianska FC, 
Sweden).

Defenders: Bakari Mwamnyeto (Yanga), Ibrahim 
Bacca (Yanga), Lusajo Mwaikenda (Azam FC), Haji 
Mnoga (Aldershot Town, England), Mohamed Hus-
sein (Simba SC), Novatus Dismas (Shakhtar Donetsk, 
(Ukraine), Kennedy Juma (Simba SC) and Miano 
Danilo (Villena CF, Spain).

Midfielders: Feisal Salum (Azam FC), Mudathir Ya-
hya (Yanga), Maurice Michael (RFK Novi Sad, Serbia), 
Himid Mao (Talaea El Gaish SC, Egypt), Yahya Zaydi 
(Azam FC) and Tarryn Allarakhia (Wealdstone, Eng-
land).

Strikers: Clement Mzize (Yanga), Simon Msuva (Al-
najmah FC, Saudi Arabia), Kibu Denis (Simba), Ab-
dulhamis Suleiman (Azam FC), Ben Starkie (Ilkeston 
Town, England) and Charles M’mombwa (Macarthur 
FC, Australia).

Taifa Stars coach 
open to call Job in 
upcoming selections     

Some footballers making Ken Gold FC pose for a group photo when they took part in a recent training in Mbeya to prepare for this season’s Championship League fixtures.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

against Pamba FC, Foun-
tain Gate Academy FC, and 
Polisi Tanzania.

On Friday, Pamba FC 
also managed to hold on 
to their second spot with a 
comprehensive 3-0 home 
victory over Mbeya City FC 
at Nyamagana Stadium.

With five games to play, 
Pamba FC is on 54 points 
but a tough run of games 
including away fixtures 
against Ken Gold  FC, Mbu-
ni FC, and Polisi Tanzania.

Biashara United – a club 
that had an indifferent start 
to the season is third on the 
log.

The Musoma side has 

quietly climbed the lad-
der and found themselves 
in contention for an auto-
matic promotion spot two 
years after they were rel-
egated.

Biashara United had the 
chance to move within a 
point of Pamba FC with a 
win against struggling Ruvu 
Shooting at their Karume 
Stadium fortress on Sunday 
afternoon.

Completing the NBC 
Championship League top 
four is Mbeya Kwanza FC 
with the same number of 
points as Biashara United 
(50).

At the end of every NBC 

Championship League 
campaign, the top two 
teams are promoted auto-
matically.

From there, the teams 
finishing third and fourth 
in the league compete in 
a promotional/relegation 
play-off competition with 
two sides from the Premier 
League.

The battle for survival at 
the bottom of the log is also 
another musical chair.

Together with Ruvu 
Shooting who are at the 
bottom, Pan Africans, Cop-
co FC, Transit Camp FC, 
Green Warriors, and Stand 
United are all still involved 

in a fight for survival.
The bottom two teams 

get relegated from the 
Championship League to 
the First League at the end 
of every season. 

 Sides that finish between 
14 and 11 places go into rel-
egation playoffs.

The promotion and rel-
egation play-offs were in-
troduced to the Premier 
League and Championship 
League in 2018/19 following 
the expansion of the top 
tier to 20 clubs.

The league was later re-
duced to 16 teams but the 
playoffs were kept with few 
alterations made.

Yanga’s central defender Dickson Job

Netball players battle it out in a recent competition that was played in Arusha. 
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