
FRIDAY 14 APRIL, 2023TANZANIAISSN 0856 - 5422  ISSUE No. 8824  •  PRICE: Tsh 1,000,  Kenya sh100

FRIDAY 14 ApRIl 2023

13ARI to buIlD FIve moDeRn wARehouses FoR seeDs

mixta Africa provides 
affordable housing 
in lagos new town

   LAGOS

The Country Manager of Mixta Nigeria, Shade Hughes, has confirmed that Lagos New Town, the new district created by the developers, has a home to suit every class, from reasonably low priced homes at Beechwood Park to luxury homes in the Lakowe Lakes Golf and Country Estate.She made this disclosure at the weekend in Lagos when the infrastructure developers hosted existing residents, agents and prospective buyers clients to a fun family event which gave them the chance to inspect some of their already built houses and those who are still under construction at their different es-tates within the Lagos New Town area.The country manager confirmed that for the af-fordable homes range, Mixta offers different unit types ranging from semi-detached, bungalow, one bedroom, two bedrooms to three bedrooms. She said the houses are very affordable to every Nigeri-ans who want an exclusive cozy, serene and secure environment.
According to her, these homes are spread across 2 major estates – Marula Park and Beechwood Park. The event celebration allowed them to showcase their products to their prospective buyers, agents and to appreciate the residents who had already moved in.

“I can tell you that our products start from as low as N14 million. We also make it easy for those who cannot pay once, they can buy through a mortgage and spread the remaining money over up to 15 years. We brought about five financial institutions. The banks are on ground to support those who cannot pay once. We are not a finance company, but we are partnering with them and introducing them to our customers. A lot of people like the products but they don’t know how to access them.“We have active security personnel on ground. I believe those who came to the estate can attest to our security apparatus when they were coming into the estate. We have a 24 hour patrol team. We have a reputable security company working with us. We also have a stable power supply and playing ground for the children and other amenities in place,” she said.
The Head of Sales and Business Development of Mixta Nigeria, Andre Cameron-Cole, said as a re-sponsible company they came to speak and show the residents, clients and agents the level of work they have done in their various estates within Beech-wood.

“We want our customers and those who are al-ready living in the estate to see how much invest-ment we have put into Adiva, Marula Park and La-kowe Lakes all within Lagos New Town.”“We also brought some financial institutions, be-cause of those who don’t know that they can buy through flexible payment. To also show our cus-tomers how they can get the facility to acquire their choice property. Our payment plans are quite flex-ible. From of twelve to eighteen months. We also have a product called Duo that allows you to pay rent for three years before you now own the prop-erty yourself. We have a lot of opportunities in Mixta Nigeria but people do not know about it. One of the basic reasons why we are here is to let people know about the opportunities abound in patronising Mix-ta Africa company.”

shelter Afrique targets African diaspora in helping affordable housing delivery

 By Guardian Correspondent, 

Dodoma

T HE Tanzania 
Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI) is 
working on the vital 
project for the construc-tion of five warehouses with state- of- art cold rooms (CR) to help facilitate professional storage of diverse seeds being researched and produced.

According to TARI Director 
General (DG), Dr. Geoffrey 
Mkamilo, the key facilities 
are  being installed at TARI 
Naliendele, TARI Tumbi, 
TARI Hombolo, TARI Selian, 
and TARI Dakawa centers.

“The construction of the 

facilities have reached at 
least 10 percent and we’re 
very optimistic that compla-
tio of this project will play a 
meaningful role in elevating 
our seed storage capacity 
and standards,” Dr. Mkamilo 
said.

And he added, in order 
to protect the research 
areas from invasion, the 
state-owned seeds research 
institute has completed 
preparations to find a bidder 
who will construct a large 
fence at its Uyole station, 
covering a total of 1,042 hec-
tares.

“Together with that, we 
have also started to com-
plete the procedures to fa-
cilitate the acquisition of the 

certification of the existing 
soil laboratory in its center in 
Mlingano,” he added

He stated that currently, 
the steps pertaining to the 
project include the purchase 
of equipment and separa-
tors for the laboratory and 
to evaluate the capacity and 
quality of the laboratory, 
the vital process that has 
reached 40 percent.

And the DG added TARI 
has also worked to reno-
vate other laboratories with 
great success in the centers 
of Tengeru, Mikocheni and 
Mlingano for the produc-
tion of seedlings tissue cul-
ture, diagnosis of diseases 
and insects, testing for the 
genetically modified organ-

ism (GMO) in seeds as well as 
evaluation of  soil health. 

“By strengthening re-
search tools, the Ministry of 
Agriculture through TARI 
has purchased seven ve-
hicles, 10 tractors and one 
bus,” he added.

The Tanzania Agricultural 
Research Institute (TARI) 
was established by the Parlia-
mentary Act No. 10 of 2016 to 
enhance and strengthen the 
agricultural research system 
in Tanzania. 

TARI is a semi-autonomous 
body under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, responsible for 
all agricultural research ac-
tivities conducted by the Na-
tional Agricultural Research 
System (NARS) in Tanzania.

 HARVARD

Shelter Afrique is targeting the African Diaspora to enhance afford-able housing delivery across the continent.
Speaking at the 25th Annual Har-vard Africa Business Conference 2023 – Africa Accelerated, where he shared insights on innovative solu-tions for addressing Africa’s housing deficit, Shelter Afrique managing di-rector Mr. Thierno-Habib Hann said over 170 million people of African descent that live all over the world present a formidable resource pool for the continent’s infrastructure de-velopment, including housing.“African diaspora populations are 

growing, as are their savings and the scale of resources available to reinvest in their countries of origin. The World Bank estimates Africans in the diaspora save about $53bn per year and, in 2021, recorded remittances reached over $95.6bn sent to and within Africa,” Mr. Hann said.
Top ten highest recipients of re-mittance inflows in Africa in 2021 include Nigeria ($19.2 billion), Ghana ($4.5 billion), Kenya ($3.7 billion), Senegal ($2.7 billion), Zimbabwe ($2.0 billion), Democratic Republic of Congo ($1.3 billion), Uganda ($1.1 billion), Mali ($1.1 billion), South Af-rica ($900 million), and Togo ($700 million).

Africa’s top remittance recipients as a proportion of their economies are South Sudan, Lesotho and Gambia with 35%, 21% and 15% of GDP respectively coming from remittances, according to World Bank statistics.
“We are considering tapping into the diaspora to enhance affordable housing delivery by setting up diaspora bonds for affordable housing and infrastructure development, skills transfer, andleveraging on their networks and outreach,” Mr Hann noted.

Since 2000, five countries includ-ing Kenya, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, and Rwanda – with an estimated total diaspora population of four 

million individuals, or 12 percent of total African migrants, have issued diaspora bonds.
Africa is considered the continent with one of the most rapidly growing urban populations, with  over 60% of the urban population in sub-Saha-ran Africa (SSA) estimated to live in areas categorised as slums and infor-mal settlements.

According to the UN, it is project-ed that the number of Africa’s urban residents will increase to 1.5 billion by 2050, and that Africa will pass the tipping point of 50% urban popula-tion around 2035.
Currently, Africa has a housing deficit which accounts for at least 56 million units.

“This housing deficit is a signifi-cant indicator of Africa’s growing infrastructure gap, which can be at-tributed to lack of sufficient capital to finance the delivery of affordable housing projects, lack of bankable projects, and inefficient risk alloca-tion mechanisms. This is why it’s im-portant to incorporate the diaspora into affordable housing financing mix,” Mr. Hann said.
The African Development Bank estimates that Africa’s infrastructure needs amount to $130–170 billion a year, with a financing gap in the range of $68–$108 billion. To date, less than half of this amount is being mobilized, leaving a financing gap in the range $68–$108 billion.

Absa Bank Tanzania managing director Obedi Laiser (R) serves Iftar dish to some of the bank’s customers at iftar the bank hosted 
for its Dodoma city customers on Wednesday. Photo by Guardian Correspondent
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By Guardian Correspondent, Washington, DC

MORE efforts are needed in protecting 
private sector investments as a pillar for 
economic growth in Tanzania, the World 
Bank has declared.

David Malpass, president of the 
International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (also known as the World 
Bank), issued this appeal in a meeting 
with Finance and Planning minister Dr 
Mwigulu Nchemba, on the sidelines of 
April meetings of the World Bank and 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
executive board.

He advised that the private sector 
be given priority in pushing up the 
development agenda, to spur production 
activity, increase jobs and improve the 
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UNEP in regional meet 
on ‘smart ports’ design
By Francis Kajubi

STAKEHOLDERS are on a two day 
meeting since yesterday to review a draft 
on scenarios for sustainable green or smart 
port development, on the basis of a green 
port development manual for East African 
countries and its surrounding islands.

Experts at the meeting seek to evaluate three 
reports on maritime situational assessment 
prepared by the Nairobi Convention 
secretariat and other partners.

A background note says the Nairobi 
Convention, first signed in 1985 and entering 
into force in 1996, is part of United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), it’s a regional 
programme, aiming to address accelerating 
degradation of the world’s oceans and coastal 
areas with sustainable management of the 
marine and coastal environment.

The contracting parties to the convention 
are Comoros, France, Kenya, Madagascar, 
Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, Somalia, 
Tanzania and South Africa, with the secretariat 
working closely with collaborating partners 
such as regional NGOs plus a scatter of 
research institutions

Dr Jared Bosire, manager for the Nairobi 
Convention desk for UNEP said that the 

programme does not make ports as directly 
mandated partners of the convention 
but UNEP interest comes in since port 
developments intersect with the environment.

The secretariat reached out to the 
Maritime Technology Cooperation Centre 
for Africa (MTCCA) to manage stakeholders’ 
coordination and engagement for this 
initiative, he said, noting that the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) which 
has strong branches in India and South Africa, 
the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science 
Association (WIOMSA) based in Zanzibar, and 
Macquarie University in the Australian city of 
Sydney, he said.

This evaluation is relevant due to 
acceleration of infrastructure developments 
along the western rim of the Indian Ocean 
from ports to railways, thus the two-day event 
will come up with validated inputs for green 
port development, he stated.

WIOMSA executive secretary Dr Arthur Tuda 
said having sustainable ports along the East 
African coastline and islands is crucial, and 
last August’s meeting has developed working 
tools for sustainable development in the 
maritime industry such as the development of 
green ports.

The idea of smart green ports is a key agenda 
of the African green economy, where the 
African Oceanic Strategy 2063 sees ports are 
supposed to be designed to operate in ways 
that guarantee environmental protection, he 
stated.

Workshop participants will discuss smart-
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lives of the people.
He was glad that Tanzania had agreed 

to host two international conferences this 
year, namely the Africa human capital 
summit slated for Dar es Salaam in July 
and the bank’s soft loan mid-term review 
via the International Development 
Association (IDA 20) that Zanzibar will 
host in December.

The global lender’s CEO commended 
steps taken by the government to 
attract the private sector by boosting 
the business environment, spurring 
economic growth.

In a wide ranging discussion with 
the minister, concerning current 
engagements of the lender in the 
country, he said strengthening 

Protecting investments pillar 
for growth, World Bank says

Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

NATIONAL Assembly Speaker Dr Tulia Ackson 
yesterday urged members of Parliament to focus 
on ministerial budget estimates and leave the 
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) and Local 
Authorities Accounts Committee (LAAC) to raise 
issues stemming from the annual report of the 
Controller and Auditor and General (CAG).

The CAG’s fiscal 2021/2022 audit report was 
presented at the start of session of the legislature 
on April 4, covering a total of 1045 financial 
statements, one third on the central government, 
another third relating to development projects, 
with public institutions, regional and local 
authorities covered in the remainder.

The report is now in the hands of parliamentary 
standing committees for each sector, tasked 
with scrutinizing the report and in some cases 
summoning the responsible officials, she said.

Principles of good governance and the rule 
of law require that officials put in suspicion 
be provided the right to be heard before the 
relevant committee, she stated, noting that the 
respective committees will present their reports 
in the House later in November.

After receiving reports from the two 
committees, the legislature will debate the 
presentations and draw up resolutions for the 

‘Shelve CAG Report,
focus on estimates’

Land rent defaulters
‘risking confiscation’

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

TENANTS accumulating land rent may 
have their property confiscated and title 
deeds rescinded after the expiry of the 
presidential grace period at the end of this 
month.

Denis Msami, the rent department 
director at the Ministry of Lands, Housing 
and Urban Settlements Development, said 
this on Wednesday, briefing journalists on 
the collection of land rent arrears during 
the presidential grace period.

“President Samia Suluhu Hassan set out 
a grace period for owners of buildings to 
pay their land rent arrears without penalty 
or interest from July to December last 

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710@TheguardianTz01

year,” he recalled, noting that upwards of 
6,000 people had done so.

“But many others asked for more time 
and the government gave a second grace 
period beginning March to April, whereby 
8,725 emerged and paid without interest,” 
he elaborated.

Land rent arrears defaulters already 
paid totaled 31.5bn/- and the interest 
exempted was pegged at 21.3bn/-, he 
stated, urging those still to pay to expedite 
their dues within the second grace period 
as stern measures will be taken upon 
eventual defaulters.

Court action involving the seizure of 
their property or rescinding of their title 

So far no such cases 
have been reported on 
this part of the Indian 
Ocean
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green and environmentally friendly 
mechanisms for tankers and 
operations of other marine vessels 
to not affect the ecological stability 
of the ocean and littoral islands.

The United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development 

(UNCTAD) says that nearly 80 
percent of international trade is 
conducted through oceans, and 
the level is even higher for most 
developing countries.

Abdi Mkeyenge, director 
general of the Tanzania Shipping 
Agencies Corporation (TASAC) 

said sustainable ports and other 
maritime activities are likely 
to foster socioeconomic and 
environmental impacts.

The realization of sustainable 
development through maritime 
transport and the promotion of 
international trade is a vital goal for 

the government, he stated.
He pointed at the shipping of fossil 

fuels as contributing to greenhouse 
gases, but more concerning for the 
ecology is leakage of fuels in case of 
accidents.  So far no such cases have 
been reported on this part of the 
Indian Ocean, experts noted.

FROM PAGE 1

UNEP in regional meet on ‘smart ports’ design

relations with the private sector will 
ensure that Tanzania makes greater 
development strides.

For his part, the minister was 
satisfied with World Bank support 
for the country, by assisting 
Tanzania to implement various 
programmes in its development 
agenda during his time as bank 
president.

The outgoing CEO boosted 

relations between the lender and 
Tanzania, with the two years of 
the sixth phase government seeing 
Tanzania receiving soft loans and 
various other support for the 
country’s strategic development 
projects.

The World Bank had enabled 
Tanzania to implement 29 
development projects whose cost 
is put at 16.7trn/-, with 24 national 
projects and a number of zonal 
projects, he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Protecting investments pillar
for growth, World Bank says

deeds will follow, he cautioned, 
while the region assistant land 
commissioner, Jabir Singano said 
during the presidential grace period 
more than 1,200 people emerged 
and paid their rent arrears, raking 

in 1.2bn/-.
“There were challenges for land 

owners in getting control numbers 
for paying the rent, but we have 
solved the problem and provided 
more than 4,050 control numbers 
to clients,” he added.

FROM PAGE 1

Land rent defaulters
‘risking confiscation’

Finance and Planning minister Dr Mwigulu Nchemba (L) engaged in talks with World Bank President David Malpass (R) in Washington, DC, on 
Wednesday. They discussed various aspects of cooperation between the Tanzanian government and the bank, including measures to take to ensure the 
country makes faster headway in social and economic development. Photo courtesy of Finance ministry

government to pursue, including 
the need to take legal action against 
officials seen to have misused public 
funds, the Speaker affirmed.

“The CAG’s office works on 
behalf of the National Assembly,” 
she declared, intoning that the 
government is legally bound to 
work on its recommendations.

“The National Audit Office 
has done its job; we are the 
ones to discuss and provide 
recommendations on what should 
be done. The government will 
implement what the National 
Assemble recommends,” she 
emphasized.

In addition to the current report, 
the parliamentary secretariat 
had already submitted to the 
government recommendations of 
the House on the previous annual 
report delivered by the CAG for 
fiscal 2020/2021.

The legislature was annoyed 
by the wasteful behavior of some 
officials swindling public funds 
as they are derailing government 
efforts to bring development to the 
people, she remarked.

MPs are not prohibited to discuss 
the CAG’s report during debate 
but the government will not be 
in a position to respond to all the 
arguments, she added.

FROM PAGE 1

‘Shelve CAG Report,
focus on estimates’

Ilala district commissioner Edward Mpogolo pictured in Dar es Salaam yesterday opening an Ethics seminar for sheikhs and imams organised by the 
Shia Ithna’ashariyyah mosque in the city’s Kigogo suburb. Right is the head of the Shia Ithna’ashariyyah Community in Tanzania, Sheikh Hemed Jalala 
Mwakindege. Photo: Correspondent Miraji Msala

By Correspondent James Kandoya

A NEW four-year road safety 
programme seeks to train   
instructors, drivers and mechanics 
with the view to expose them to 
state-of-the-art knowledge and the 
world’s best practices.

The AfroSAFE project 
implemented in Tanzania and two 
other African countries Ghana 
and Zambia  and funded by the 
European Union to the tune of 
Euros 4 million (over 10bn/- ) will 
also involve learning institutions 
offering transport courses as well as 
relevant government agencies and 
authorities.

The project coordinator, Aliaksei 
Laureshyn, from Lund University, 
Sweden said that the primary 
objective of the project is to 
propagate a safe system within the 
road safety work context in African 
countries.

He said the project will also 
support by sharing knowledge, 
tools and methods for road 
safety improvement-adjusted to 
the African conditions and tight 
cooperation with the local actors.

“Impressive traffic safety 
improvements in some other parts 
of the world are often attributed 
to the adoption of the safe system 
approach to safety management.”

“AfroSAFE project will deal with 
the five major pillars of road safety-
management, vehicles, road users, 
infrastructure, and post care,” he 
said.

He however said that the project 
will specifically focus on two 
important aspects.

These were vulnerable road 
users, pedestrians and cyclists and 
also powered two wheelers are the 
largest but most underprivileged 
road user group in Africa 
disproportionately impacted by 
traffic accidents.

 “There are good reasons to 
believe that the safe system can be 
a major game changer in Africa. 
However, it cannot be exported 
or enforced from the outside, but 
must be adopted by Africa experts 
who know and understand the local 

conditions,” he said.
He said creating a safe 

environment for them will have a 
direct impact on public health and 
well- being, gender equality, gender, 
sustainability and liveability of the 
cities.

Others are local expertise 
building, adding the project adopts 
“train the trainer” approach, 
creating the initial momentum and 
concentration of local expertise 
that will continue to spread after 
the project ends.

A principal investigator with 
the College of Engineering at 
the University of Dar es Salaam, 
Dr Jaqueline Masaki, said the 
stakeholders are set to meet in Dar 
es Salaam next month to design 
how the training can be conducted 
to the local expertise.

The stakeholders National 
institute of Transport, (NIT), St 
Joseph University, Dar es Salaam 
institute of Technology (DIT) 
AMEND, Road Safety Ambassador, 
traffic police, tax drives, UDART, 
Tanzania National Road Agency 
(TANROADS), and teachers.

“It is an opportunity for us as the 
host to ensure the intended goal is 
achieved of protecting the lives of 
our people,” she said.

Dr Masaki said with increasing, 
motorization, traffic fatalities 
and injuries are expected unless 
decisive actions are taken to tackle 
the problem.

New project targets instructors, 
mechanics to curb road crashes

By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Tanzania Education 
Authority (TEA) has signed a 
contract worth $150, 000 (351.6m/-) 
with Sayarisafi Limited, money that 
will be used to install water filtration 
equipment in various primary and 
secondary schools to ensure clean 
and safe water.

For the year 2023, TEA and 
Sayarisafi Limited expect to reach 
100 schools in Dar es Salaam.

The agreement was signed 
yesterday between the director 
general of TEA, Bahati Geuzye and 
the director of Sayarisafi, Neema 
Mbalamwezi, at the authority’s 
offices in Mikocheni, Dar es Salaam.

Speaking immediately after 
signing the agreement, the director 
of TEA, Bahati Geuzye, said the 
authority implements various 
educational projects in collaboration 
with various stakeholders and 
until now they have successfully 
implemented many projects.

She praised the company for 
supporting the government’s efforts 
in improving the infrastructure of 
primary and secondary education 
to ensure the quality provision of 
education.

She said through TEA, they 

have been building classrooms, 
dormitories, toilets, teachers’ offices 
and providing learning and teaching 
materials to various primary, 
secondary and various colleges.

She said Sayarisafi Limited is 
responsible for distributing and 
installing water filtration equipment 
to various schools and through the 
agreement they will work together 
to reach more schools in the city of 
Dar es Salam and in various regions.

“Sayarisafi will provide this service 
in various regions in the country but 
initially they have decided to start 
in Dar es Salaam and as resources 
become available we will work 
together to go to schools in other 
regions so that many students can 
have clean and safe water,” said 
Geuzye.

She said TEA has been 
implementing various projects in 
collaboration with stakeholders and 
until now they have implemented 
projects worth 1.2Bn/ shillings.

She mentioned some of the 

projects that they have implemented 
in collaboration with various 
stakeholders as good neighborhood 
projects where in collaboration 
with the National Parks Authority 
(TANAPA) they have succeeded in 
building educational infrastructures 
in the areas surrounding the national 
parks.

She said the Sayarisafi Limited will 
install water filtration equipment 
in various schools to ensure that 
students and teachers drink clean 
and safe water to avoid diseases that 
they would get from unsafe water.

The Director of Sayarisafi Limited, 
Neema Mbalamwezi, said the 
company focuses on clean and safe 
water projects in secondary and 
primary schools in various African 
countries including Mozambique, 
Malawi and Zambia.

She said that their intention is to 
enable students and teachers to get 
clean and safe water to prevent them 
from epidemic diseases which could 
shorten their days at school and that 

they will start with 100 schools in the 
city of Dar es Salaam.

“We will continue to install these 
systems in many schools because the 
problem of water is global problem 
all over the world and 70 percent of 
health budgets in various countries 
around the world are used to treat 
diseases caused by drinking unsafe 
water, so with our contribution to 
ensure that clean water is available, 
students will study and stay in school 
for a long time,” she said

“The problem of clean and safe 
water is not just for Tanzania, it 
is for the whole world, because 
approximately 1.9 billion people are 
not sure of clean and safe drinking 
water and 2 billion people do not 
have toilets, so we Tanzanians are 
facing the same challenges that we 
have to deal with,” she said.

She said apart from the clean 
and safe water project, they have 
another project to reduce the use of 
dirty cooking energy by producing 
modern cooking facilities.

TEA signs contract worth  
351.6m/- with Sayarisafi  

Impressive 
traffic safety 
improvements 
in some other 
parts of the 
world are often 
attributed to 
the adoption of 
the safe system 
approach 
to safety 
management
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By Guardian Correspondent, Kibaha

FORMER President Jakaya 
Kikwete has appealed to Tanzanians 
to continue praying for President 
Samia Suluhu Hassan to be able to 
find answers to challenges facing 
the people.

Kikwete made the remarks 
on Wednesday as he addressed 
Muslims, government officials, 
orphans, widows and development 
partners at an Iftar organised by 
Coast Regional Commissioner, 
Abubakar Kunenge.

Kunenge organised the Iftar at 
Kibaha State lodge on behalf of 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan. 
The former President was the chief 
guest.

Kikwete thanked President Samia 
for remembering orphans and 
widows by providing them with 
Iftar as they are supposed to be 
taken care of by all people.

He praised the RC Kunenge for 
the good job in the region as he is a 
leader who is mindful of the region’s 
economic development.

Kikwete also reminded 
Tanzanians to pray for the country 
to maintain   peace, which is 

an important cornerstone for 
the country’s socio-economic 
development.

For his part, RC Kunenge said that 
he organised the Iftar on behalf of 
President Samia whose aim was to 
bring together orphans and widows.

He said150 orphans and 50 
widows attended   the Iftar and 
that thanks should be extended to 
President Samia who organised the 
event. He also appealed to parents 
to make sure they take care of their 
children within moral upbringing 
so that they should not involve 
themselves against Tanzania’s 
morals and culture.

He also appealed to the people to 
grab the existing opportunities and 
engage themselves in farming for 
their own economic wellbeing and 
called on government employees to 
desist themselves from corruption.

The Chief Sheikh of Coast Region, 
Hamis Mtupa warned all those 
writing up project documents 
should not ask for funds on behalf 
of the orphans. 

Mtupa said there are people who 
have been using orphans as capital 
for their own interests, saying the 
practice does not please Allah.

By Getrude Mbago

A TOTAL of 116,746 persons with 
disabilities (PWDs) from 169,141 
verified poor households in the 
country have started benefiting from 
special disability grants provided by 
the Tanzania Social Action Funds 
(TASAF) programme.

This follows the formation of a new 
guideline created by the government 
so as to facilitate the process.

This was revealed in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday during the stakeholders 
meeting organised to collect views 
from PWDs on the implementation 
of the TASAF programme and what 
should be improved to meet the 
needs of the group.

Presenting the initiative’s 
implementation report during the 
meeting, Philiphine Mmari, TASAF 
manager for Unified Registry of 
Beneficiaries said with the new 

scheme, the PwDs especially those 
with severe and profound disabilities 
are reached with the special 
allowance to support their daily 
needs.

“Our aim is to ensure that PWDs in 
the poor households are well taken 
care of by having access to basic 
needs every day,” he said.

She noted that there are four 
types of disabilities which include 
profound, severe, moderate and mild 
disability but only two groups are 
the ones who are considered in the 
programme.

According to her, a total of 3.46bn/-
-have been paid to beneficiaries in 
the verified households with PwDs 
since March 2022 to January 2023 
where the households receive their 
normal grants which has been also 

incorporated with the disability 
allowance.

Suzana Mayengo, director of PwDs 
Unit at the Prime Minister’s Office 
– Labour, Youth, Employment and 
Persons with Disabilities said: “The 
government implements various 
strategies and international treaties 
that aim to promote equity in the 
society. So with this additional grant 
to support PWDs will enable poor 
households to meet their daily needs 
and thus support poverty reduction 
efforts.”

She wanted TASAF to ensure that 
households with people that have 
profound and severe disabilities 
benefit from the support which 
includes capacitating them with 
entrepreneurial skills for them to 
engage in economic activities.

Edith Dosha, secretary of the 
Tanzania Society for Deaf blind 
(TASOBEB) said a good number 
of PwDs who are required to be 
supported have been left during 
the identification exercise, so 
the government need to make it 
sustainable so as to ensure that all the 
eligible groups are registered.

“We should identify and register 
persons with disabilities regardless 
of their family backgrounds because 
they have a lot of needs which at the 
end they don’t afford and end up 
leaving vulnerable life,” she said.

She said that women are the major 
victims of the challenge by carrying 
the burden to take care of the children 
with disabilities because husbands 
always neglect their families soon 
after the babies are born.

“Women with children with 
disabilities always spend most of 
their time taking care of the children 
and thus not getting time to engage in 
economic activities, something that 
pushes them to live a vulnerable life 
by being dependent on relatives,” she 
explained.

Frank Lamatani, a patient with 
Psoriasis, a chronic skin disease 
called on the Fund to also consider 
the group as they are living a very 
hard time for not affording expenses 
of medicines.

Ernest Kimaya, chairman 
of Tanzania Federation of 
Disabled People’s Organizations 
(SHIVYAWATA) commended the 
government for recognizing the 
importance of supporting the group 
as the move is going to provide 

huge relief to the group whom 
most of them are unable to engage 
in economic activities due to their 
disability. “The government’s decision 
to incorporate PWDs to the TASAF 
programme is a great step which 
should be commended by all. We 
really appreciate this because it will 
greatly help facilitate PwDs to engage 
in various economic activities,” he 
said.

Ussi Khamis, secretary of the 
Zanzibar Federation of Disabled 
People’s Organizations (SHIJUWAZA) 
also hailed the implementation of the 
project but urged that more need to 
be done to ensure that all are reached.

Ladislaus Mwamanga, TASAF 
executive director said the meeting 
was important as it aimed at collecting 
views from the groups so as to enable 
the Fund see how it can incorporate 
them in its plans for the development 
of the groups and country at large.

Tanzanians should continue praying
for President Samia, pleads Kikwete

Over 100,000 PwD gain from TASAF disability allowance

Tanzania Education Authority (TEA) director general Bahati Geuzye (2nd-R) and Sayarisafi director Neema Mbalamwezi display documents in Dar 
es Salaam on Wednesday shortly after signing an MoU memorandum of understanding on collaboration in the supply of safe water in primary and 
secondary schools across the country. They are with Sayarisafi legal officer Robinson Etuhu (L) and TEA education manager Mwafatma Mohamed. 
Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole
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By Guardian Correspondent, Tarime

SIXTY three village leaders from 11 villages in five 
wards surrounding the North Mara Gold Mine in 
Tarime District Council are set to benefit from training 
on better ways to manage social and economic projects 
executed in the area.

The three-day training that kicked off in Tarime 
District yesterday benefits also officials who are 
members of community development committees, 
Tarime District Council officials have started training to 
develop and manage the implementation of social and 
economic projects.

The workshop is conducted by experts from 
University of Dar es Salaam (UDSM), under the support 
of the Barrick North Mara mine.

Opening the training, Tarime Rural MP, Mwita 
Waitara said: “It will help leaders to be able to deal with 
corruption of social projects that are implemented 
from corporate social responsibility (CSR) funds.”

“This is a very important opportunity to learn so that 
we can move forward. The people of Tarime want to 
understand that they want to see projects implemented 
well, they want to see CSR funds being used well,” said 
Waitara.

Zachayo Makobero, North Mara mine senior 
community relation officer, said the aim of the training 
is to empower local government leaders with the ability 
to visualize and manage the projects implemented from 
the funds provided by Barrick through its Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) programme.

“The goal of the North Mara mine is to give them the 
ability to develop and manage CSR projects, including 
strategic ones so that they are implemented efficiently 
and completed on time, but also have great productivity 
and benefits for the community,” said Makobero.

Some of the participants thanked Barrick North 
Mara, saying that the training will be an eye-opener to 
effectively execute projects derived from CSR funds.

“This is a very good thing, this training means a lot 
to us because we’ve been receiving various accusations 
due to the lack of project management skills,” said 
Simion Kiles Samwel, Tarime District Council chairman.

Sylvanus Gwiboha, Acting Executive Director of 
Tarime District Council said: “I am very grateful to the 
Barrick North Mara mine, because since CSR started 
we have never received training like this, we believe it 
will help us a lot to develop many projects including 
economic ones and manage them well.”

“We’re grateful to Barrick North Mara, for funding 
this training, when we return to our leadership areas 
we will teach others who did not have the opportunity 
to attend,” said Maria Wankyo Sylvester, Special Seats 
Councilor  from Mwema ward.

“This training will enable us to know how to develop 
productive projects and manage their implementation 
professionally,” said Chacha Makuri, Nyakunguru 
Village chairman.

“We’re going to find out the best way to manage CSR 
projects. I really thank Barrick North Mara for seeing 
the importance of bringing us this training so that we 
can have a common understanding,” said James Magige 
Wambura, Nyamwaga Village executive officer (VEO).

By Guardian Correspondent, Urambo

URAMBO district executive 
director Baraka Zikatimu has 
pledged to work closely with the 
National Council of People Living 
with HIV in Tanzania (NACOPHA) 
in their efforts to improve HIV 
response through Community-Led 
Monitoring (CLM) interventions.

This initiative, funded by USAID 
Tanzania through the Hebu 
Tuyajenge Project, aims to empower 
recipients of HIV services to collect 
feedback on the availability, 
accessibility, acceptability, 
affordability, and appropriateness 
of HIV services.

At a training session held at 
Urambo District conference halls, 
where the goal was to enhance 
the skills of treatment advocates, 
Zikatimu recognized and 
appreciated the valuable efforts 
of NACOPHA in carrying out HIV-
related activities.

He expressed his commitment to 
working together with NACOPHA 
to enhance the standards of HIV 
services in Urambo.

“The CLM approach has proved 
to be an effective way of improving 
collaboration between council 
health management teams and 

PLHIV, as well as strengthening the 
relationship between PLHIV and 
facility staff where they receive 
HIV services. Feedback from other 
councils shows a remarkable 
increase in the utilization of testing 
services and ART, leading to an 
increase in the number of PLHIV 
with viral suppression,” commented 
Zikatimu.

Implementation of CLM by 
NACOPHA and councils is guided 
by the National and Community 
Quality Improvement Frameworks 
as well as the UNAIDS strategy of 
Meaningful Involvement of People 
Living with HIV.

NACOPHA is grateful to PEPFAR/
USAID for their support and 
to the councils for their strong 
collaboration in ensuring the 
quality of HIV services is improved.

Village leaders in 
Tarime DC trained 
on project running

This is a very good thing, 
this training means 
a lot to us because 
we’ve been receiving 
various accusations due 
to the lack of project 
management skills

Urambo teams up with Nacopha
in executing CLM interventions

He expressed his 
commitment to 
working together 
with NACOPHA 
to enhance the 
standards of HIV 
services in Urambo

Vodacom Tanzania Plc Consumer Business Unit Director Linda Riwa (C, foreground) enjoys the moment together with the firm’s freelancers during 
yesterday’s launch in Dar es Salaam of a loyalty programme known as ‘Vodacom Stars’. It includes benefits such as an all-costs-paid trip to South Africa 
and back offered as part of a newly introduced campaign dubbed ‘Zaidi ya Mtandao’, this one launched yesterday in Dar es Salaam and other regions. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Tarime District Council chairman Simion Kiles Samwel (L) has a word with leaders of community development committees on Wednesday during 
three-day training on ways to oversee the implementation of development projects in the district. It was sponsored by Barrick Gold Corporation and 
conducted by experts from the University of Dar es Salaam. He is with Tarime Rural legislator Mwita Waitara (next to him) and other officials of the 
council. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Felister Peter, Dodoma

THE government has asked people residing within 
protected areas and reserves for wildlife and forests 
across the country to ensure they don’t block wildlife 
corridors, a move that will reduce human-wildlife 
conflicts as well as damages to crops.

Deputy minister for Natural Resources and Tourism, 
Mary Masanja made the statement in the National 
Assembly yesterday when contributing 2023/2024 
budget estimates for the Prime Minister’s Office.

“Wildlife invasions into farms and residential areas 
have been causing a lot of damage and sometimes 
deaths; villagers allowed to stay within reserves should 
collaborate with rangers to ensure the corridors are not 
blocked,” said Masanja.

She said the government’s decision to allow villagers 
to continue residing in the reserves was aimed at ending 
long-time land disputes between villages located near 
or within protected areas and reserves for wildlife and 
forests and conservation authorities, whereas a total of 
920 villages were identified.

Masanja told the MPs that as part of efforts to control 
human-wildlife conflicts, the government decided to 
establish 16,000 special centres to control wildlife 
invasions. She said another 13,000 centres will be 
constructed in the coming financial year.

She said the ministry has also introduced a program 
to train Village Game Scouts (VGS) who apart from 
ensuring sustainable conservation of natural resources, 
they also provide education to villagers on how they can 
protect themselves against the wild animals. “We intend 
to train 600 village scouts; we have so far trained and 
employed 276 VGS who have been allocated to areas 
with serious wildlife invasion challenges,” she said.

Meanwhile, Patrobas, Katambi, Deputy Minister, 
Prime Minister’s Office (Labour, Youth, Employment 
and the Disabled) said the ministry through the 
Tanzania Employment Services Agency (TaESA) has 
signed a bilateral agreement with eight countries 
for possibilities of Tanzanians to secure jobs in the 
particular nations.

He said TaESA has registered a number of agents 
who coordinate and look for jobs for Tanzanian youth 
abroad. He said the government is creating a database of 
Tanzanians working in foreign countries whereas they 
are required to register through a special electronic 
system.

Katambi assured legislators that more funds will be 

allocated for the apprenticeship program in 
the coming fiscal year. He said a total of 681 
youth have been trained so far, noting more 
youth will be trained in the coming five years.

The program was allocated 9bn/- in the 
2021/2022 financial year, he said.

Prof Joyce Ndalichako, Minister of State, 
Prime Minister’s Office, (Policy, Parliament, 
Labour, Employment, Youth and the Disabled) 
the government has improved payment of 
retirement benefits, adding retirees are now 
getting their payment on time.

She said efforts have been done to improve 
monthly payment for both public and private 
sector employees, noting employers were 
required to start paying the new minimum 
wage rates in January this year.

Prime Minister’s Office (Policy Coordination 
and Parliamentary Affairs), Minister, Jenista 
Mhagama commended efforts by the Drug 
Control and Enforcement Authority (DCEA) 
in controlling the drug’s supply chain whereas 
the authority has arrested 7,113 people and 
destroyed 1,133 acres of khat.

By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has promised to 
connect electricity to all remaining 
villages across the country by the 
end of 2023, through the Rural 
Energy Agency (REA).

Deputy Minister for Energy, 
Stephen Byabato told the National 
Assembly here that the government 
through the REA project has 
connected electricity to all districts 
in the country but aims to connect 
all villages in its third phase.

He added that the remaining 
villages which are yet to be 
connected to power were within 
the districts noting that the projects 
are underway to ensure that the 
entire country is connected to 
electricity.

Byabato noted that the 
government in collaboration 
with the Tanzania Electric Supply 
Company (Tanesco) and REA 
is implementing the project of 
connecting electricity to the 
remaining villages.

Byabato was responding to a 
basic question by the Kilwa South 
MP, Ally Kassinge, who wanted to 
know when the government will 
connect electricity to the remaining 
villages to the utility.

He said that all villages including 
streets and divisions will be 

connected to electricity in the 
said period adding that upon 
completion the entire country will 
be connected to power.

Byabato said that currently 
the government is implementing 
major power projects which will 
ensure reliable power supply in the 
country.

He named the projects as Julius 
Nyerere Hydropower Station 
with an installed capacity of 2,115 
megawatts, Rusumo (80M), Rufiji 
(358M) Rumakani (222M). Upon 
completion these projects will 
guarantee reliable power in the 
country.

He said the government has also 
continued to set aside a budget 
that will enable Tanzania Electric 
Supply, (TANESCO) to improve 
infrastructure as efforts to ensure 
reliable power supply.

Byabato said the project is 
expected to cost 3.36bn/- upon 
completion.

According to the deputy minister 
the project has started to be 
implemented since February last 
year and will be completed in 
December this year.

He also said that TANESCO 
was also connecting electricity 
to customers who are yet to 
be connected to the service in 
Mainland.

 By Polycarp Machira, Dodoma

THE government has set aside 100 bn/- to build 
Vocational Education and Training Authority (VETA) 
centres in   63 districts in 2022/23, the House heard 
yesterday.

Deputy minister for Education, Science and 
Technology, Omar Kipanga told the lawmakers that it 
is part of the effort to establish VETA centres in every 
region and district in the country.

He made the statement in response to a question by 
the Lulindi MP, Ally Mchungahela (CCM), who wanted 
to know what the government was doing to establish 
the centres in every region in order to increase training 
opportunities for youths.

“While the government continues building the 
vocational training centres in every district, it will 
also see the possibility of building them in every 
constituency based on the availability of funds,” said 
the deputy minister.

The deputy minister explained that administratively 
the country has 139 districts, adding that VETA colleges 
have been built in 77 districts. 

“So far 62 districts have no VETA colleges of which 
this financial year the government has set aside 100bn/- 
to construct 36 vocational training colleges” explained 
the deputy minister.

He further told the parliament that several districts 
are among the 63 districts which the government is 
going to construct vocational training colleges in the 
2022/23 financial year.

Equally, the deputy minister further called upon 
parents and guardians to take their youths to the 
colleges already built in the country to acquire skills 
that will enable them to get employment or to be self 
employed by establishing small factories.

He said the government’s aim is to ensure that every 
district has a VETA College so that young people 
graduating from primary schools and higher learning 
institutions could acquire certain skills to make them 
economically productive.

Govt urges people within protected areas to spare wildlife corridors

Govt sets aside 100 bn/- 
to build VETA centres   

Government promises to connect 
electricity to all remaining villages  
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By Guardian Reporter

SOME cement dealers have supported an acquisition 
of Tanga Cement PLC by Scancem International, saying 
this will transform the loss-making company.

Dealers who preferred anonymity said if the 
transaction; can be implemented, there will be more 
than 12 players in the cement industry which promises 
a healthy competitive landscape, far above that in 
neighbouring countries.

They said that in December 2022, Scancem 
International applied to the FCC for a second time, in a 
bid to acquire 68.33-per cent of issued share capital of 
Tanga Cement. 

The cement sector in Tanzania is characterised by 
production overcapacities since the arrival of Dangote 
and Huaxin. 

The combined market position of the two Scancem 
controlled entities, after the transaction, will thus 
continue to further erode.

They argued that the policy of a worldwide industrial 
actor, such as Scancem International (Heidelberg 
Materials), is to maximize efficiencies and production 
performance to minimize production cost and be 
competitive in the market, at the lowest possible price.

 “This is a generally accepted economic principle of 
supply and demand.  The greater the supply, the lower 
the price.  This transaction will require additional 
investments once concluded, as the technical 
performance of Tanga Cement must improve,” dealers 
said in a statement.

Tanga Cement continues to make losses, as evidenced 
in their notice to shareholders dated 24 March 2023 
which states “Tanga Cement PLC also expects a loss 
per Share for the year ended 31December 2022 to be 
between 250/- per share and 270/- per share, lower 
than its profit per Share of 56/- for the year ended 31 
December 2021,”.

From 2016 to 2021, Tanga Cement has made a 
cumulative loss of more than 43bn/-, worsening further 
in 2022, meaning that there is no income tax payable.

This purchase price already announced in the media 
translates to an indicative price of 2,265bn/- per share, 
higher than the current trading value.

The recent interferences by unknown actors are 
merely trying to frustrate this transaction process. The 
blocking can lead to loss of investment; it might not be 
the last private investment crossing the border.

This transaction has been freshly approved by FCC in 
2023 and has not been challenged by FCT. 

The sources said the transaction supports the vision 
of the Government to develop a strong industrial base 
by seeking private investment to compete within the 
East and Central African region, and beyond, for the 
benefit of all stakeholders and the continued vibrant 
growth of Tanzania’s economy.

By Guardian Reporter

BANK of Africa (BOA) – Tanzania 
has vowed to continue empowering 
the country’s Small and medium-
sized enterprises (SMEs) segment as 
part of the lender to complement the 
government’s agenda of promoting 
financial inclusion in the country.

Adam Mihayo, BOA managing 
director made the remarks in Dar es 
Salaam on Wednesday evening when 
the bank hosted an annual Iftar dinner 
with more than 100 people. The 
banquet was graced by BOA chairman, 
Nehemiah Mchechu, diplomats and 
bank’s customers. 

Mihayo said: “The bank continues to 
have a strong capital position, currently 
at 80.7 Billion and operates well 
above regulatory and internal capital 
requirements.”

He stressed that the bank’s digital 
capabilities continued to evolve and 
improve, attracting more customers 
and increasing usage from existing 
customers.

He also noted: “It was an honor and 
privilege for him to host bank’s clients 
and guests for Iftar dinner and share 
the warmth and friendship with the 
Muslim brethren, as well as promote a 
sense of community and togetherness 
amongst the Tanzanian community of 
diverse faiths.”

“This is the month that shows 
religious co-existence and mutual 
respect for fostering peace, harmony, 
and prosperity,” the bank boss said.

Mihayo further said that the event 
was nothing but a demonstration of 
respect, togetherness, and friendship 
with the Muslim community, especially 
while they fast in the holy month of 
Ramadan.

BOA has a retail branch network 
in Tanzania including nine in Dar es 
Salaam and 10 in upcountry regions: 
Arusha, Mwanza, Zanzibar and all other 
major cities.

It’s a private commercial bank 
operating in Tanzania serving 
Corporate, SME and Retail customers. 
It began operations in Tanzania in June 
2007 after acquiring Eurafrican Bank 
which had been operating in Tanzania 
since September 1995. Bank of Africa - 
Tanzania is part of the Bank of Africa 
Group that began its operations in 1982 
in Mali.

It’s a multinational Pan-African 
banking group operating in 18 African 
countries including; West Africa, East 
Africa, Central Africa and representative 
offices in Paris, Spain, London, UK and 
China. Since 2010, BOA has become a 
majority owned subsidiary of BMCE 
Bank, which is the 3rd. largest banking 
group in Morocco, and present in 31 
countries and 4 continents.

BOA pledges to equip SMEs to 
promote financial inclusion

Tanga Cement 
acquisition to 
transform the 
sector - actors   

Tanga Cement PLC also 
expects a loss per Share for 
the year ended 31December 
2022 to be between 250/- 
per share and 270/- per 
share, lower than its profit 
per Share of 56/- for the year 
ended 31 December 2021

Bank of Africa Tanzania board chairman Nehemiah Mchechu (L) and the Bank’s Tanzania Managing Director Adam Mihayo (2nd-L) lead guests 
is serving themselves at iftar the bank hosted for its customers in Dar es Salaam on Wednesday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



Friday 14 April 2023    	                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              7

ADVERTISEMENT



8 	 Friday 14 April 2023

EDITORIALS.OPINION

FRIDAY 14 APRIL 2023

Advertising
Mobile:  0677020701
E-mails: advertise@guardian.co.tz
Website: www.ippmedia.com
                epaper.ippmedia.com

Newsdesk 
News Editor:  LUSEKELO PHILEMON 
                         0757154767
General line:  0745700710
E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts
Managing Editor: WALLACE MAUGGO
Circulation Manager: EMMANUEL LYIMO

Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

Chagas disease remains
a public health problem 

D
ESPITE progress, the 
global case detection 
rate for Chagas disease 
is low     posing a 

substantial barrier to accessing 
treatment and care and in 
preventing transmission.

Often termed as a ‘silent and 
silenced disease’, many people with   
infection   develop no symptoms 
or unspecific mild symptoms. 
Moreover, many countries with 
cases lack systems to track the 
number of affected people and 
active transmission routes.

According to the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), an estimated 
6–7 million people are infected   
worldwide, with about 10, 000 
deaths every year.

In his message to commemorate 
World Chagas Disease Day 2022, 
WHO’s director-general, Dr Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus, reaffirmed 
WHO’s commitment to working 
alongside countries to defeat the 
disease.

“WHO is committed to working 
side-by-side with all affected 
countries to increase their ability 
to prevent, find, report and provide 
care for every single case, to defeat 
Chagas disease.”

Chagas disease remains a public 
health problem, especially in several 
endemic areas of continental Latin 
America, where the burden on 
health systems is high. The disease is 
curable when treatment is provided 
soon after infection.

“Reporting each acute and 
chronic case is crucial to break 
the epidemiological silence of 
Chagas disease,” said Dr Pedro 
Albajar Viñas, who leads WHO’s 
global Chagas disease programme. 
“Through better awareness, we can 
overcome the prejudice and neglect 
associated with this disease.”

Over the past decades, Chagas 
disease has been detected in 

several countries outside Latin 
America, including the United 
States of America and Canada 
and in many European and some 
African, Eastern Mediterranean and 
Western Pacific countries.

Left undiagnosed and untreated 
in its chronic phase, Chagas disease 
can result in arrythmias and 
dilated cardiomyopathy, leading to 
sudden death or heart failure, with 
relatively frequent digestive clinical 
manifestations and thrombotic 
vascular accidents and neurological 
sequela.

In 2019, the seventy-second 
World Health Assembly decided to 
establish World Chagas Disease Day, 
to be celebrated on 14 April, to raise 
public awareness about the disease.

The road map for neglected 
tropical diseases 2021–2030 
identifies five main objectives to 
achieve the targets for elimination 
of Chagas disease by 2030: 
verification of interruption of 
vectorial domiciliary transmission; 
verification of interruption of 
transmission by blood transfusion; 
verification of interruption 
of transmission by organ 
transplantation; elimination of the 
congenital form of the disease; 
and Better diagnostic tools and 
protocols can accelerate the 
detection of patients.

Chagas disease, also known as 
American trypanosomiasis, is a 
potentially life-threatening illness 
caused by the protozoan parasite 
T. cruzi. For centuries, the disease 
remained a Latin American problem 
of rural populations. However, the 
movement of people from rural 
to urban areas – and eventually to 
other continents – has increased 
the relevance of other transmission 
channels, such as  blood transfusion, 
congenital transmission and organ 
transplantation. There is no vaccine 
against Chagas disease.

MPs overstating price risks over
Twiga acquiring Tanga Cement 

A 
MASSIVE institutional 
contest has ensued over 
a contested decision 
allowing Twiga Cement, 

a major producer or the biggest 
producer countrywide, to acquire 
controlling shares in Tanga Cement, 
a competing firm. Members of 
Parliament, raising the matter 
as a special issue, are distraught 
on the issue, expressing worries 
that merging of the two cement 
producers would push up prices. 
The issue is for the MPs in their 
policy advisory role to find out if 
these worries are meaningful.

An online background note says 
Tanga Cement was founded in 1980 
in association with the government 
of Denmark, and has undergone 
share structure changes over time, 
but this background is still vital. 
Alternatively, Twiga Cement is 
also known as Tanzania Portland 
Cement plc, a subsidiary of the 
Heidelberg Cement Group, such that 
it isn’t just a private sector firm but 
a subsidiary of a multinational firm. 
It is different from a former state 
owned firm that was restructured 
during reforms. 

Back to the issue, a section of MPs 
urged the government to halt the 
acquisition of the shares to avoid 
market domination, pointing out 
that competition law requires that a 
firm buying shares of a competitor 
should not exceed 34 percent. 
The current offer stands at 68 per 
cent shares acquisition, thus going 
well beyond what MPs see as a 
statutory provision to avoid market 
dominance by a single firm. There 
is some confusion at the regulatory 
level as the competition tribunal 
blocked it, and then the commission 
proceeded to clear it, opening up 
issues of who has more powers…

The commission proceeded with 
a policy review as Tanga Cement is 
failing to compete in the older sense 
of the term, not just with Twiga 
Cement. Local manufacturing 
capacity is reportedly being used 
only up to 50 per cent., with imports 
taking up a large chunk of the local 
market. The issue here is to survive.

With the African Continental 
Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), cement 
trade is part of broader supply and 
demand. It isn’t the balances within 
a set of local producers. This wider 
dimension was missing from the 
part of debate that caught headlines.

Saying that merging the two firms 
will violate the Fair Competition Act, 
No.8 of 2003 protecting effective 
competition was thus to think in 
terms of a closed local market, 
where MPs wish to keep prices 
low. It is precisely the same dispute 
about maize, as widening market 
has raised its local prices, and howls 
of desperation come up from time 
to time. MPs want cement prices cut 
to reflect production costs, while 
cheaper imports strangle the local 
firms, thus moving to consolidate 
capital.

Significantly, the MP urged 
government intervention to see that 
cement prices go down ‘immensely,’ 
and then manifestly upset his own 
argument in taking note of the fact 
that the construction industry grew 
by 13 percent in the past year, but 
cement production rose by just 
three percent. If local firms mark up 
prices they will remove themselves 
from the market, despite that they 
can scarcely get a usable profit (that 
is, an advisable use of their assets) 
by manufacturing at current prices. 
In that sense Tanga Cement chooses 
between merging and closing down, 
simple.

By Jaji Abdulganiyu

T
HE sands of history 
have impressions of 
hazardous fire footprints 
in very copious measures 

and with each experience comes 
records of organic, economic and 
social losses.

It is pertinent to note the obvious 
fact that firefighters risk their lives 
almost always to prevent these 
from happening by protecting 
lives and property. This is what 
actually informs the mandate of 
the Federal Fire Service which is to 
ensure safety of lives and property 
by extinguishment, control and 
prevention of fire outbreak through 
Regulation, Training, Enforcement, 
Public Enlightenment Programmes 
and impact reduction during 
emergencies through adequate 
preparedness.

When I assumed office, I made 
it one of my top priorities to carry 
out enlightenment campaigns to 
public spaces across the 36 states of 
the Federation, including the FCT, 
which I have already begun because 
I believe that fire prevention is 
easier, safer and cheaper than 
firefighting. So far, we have been 
on national television and many 
radio stations through our public 
relations creative channels back-to-
back, running our enlightenment 
campaigns through interviews.

The Inspection Investigation 
and Enforcement department has 

also taken the campaign to the 
grassroot practically, carrying out 
drills and lecturing the general 
public in public places e.g., markets, 
malls, etc. The schools’ outreach 
and education unit in collaboration 
with Secondary School Education 
Board, too has been running the 
“catch them young” campaign in 
secondary schools to intimate and 
prep the younger minds about fire 
prevention and fire protection. The 
NYSC is also not left out, because 
the collaboration the Federal Fire 
Service has with it is working 
out a more efficient and effective 
feat towards raising a society of 
well enlightened and responsible 
young adults about fire safety. The 
list is longer but for considered 
constraints, I will rather we paused.

Verified statistics shows on good 
authority that in recent times, 
Nigeria, as a country has suffered 
incessant fire and related disasters 
resulting from a few major causes. 
Some of the fires on record are the 
Singer Market fire in Kano, Monday 
Market fire in Maiduguri, Tejuosho 
Market fire in Yaba, Ajegunle Spare 
Parts Market in Lagos State, Onitsha 
Drug Market fire, all of which 
occurred within the space of just 
five months.

This is highly lamentable and 
I commensurate deeply with 
victims of such hazards hoping 
they are able to recover and find 
some respite from well-meaning 
individuals, family and friends. It is 

not uncommon to find arsonists as 
brains behind some of these fires 
and where it is so, it is condemnable 
and I am sure the law shall catch 
up with those who may still be on 
the run as some have been used as 
deterrents in previous cases.

With the exception of arson, 
fires in the market place are largely 
as a result of human error or 
carelessness. To be very specific, 
poor housekeeping/handling of 
electronic and electrical devices 
is the number one cause of fire 
hazards. It will be wise to note and 
be cautious of this because ignoring 
this point has led to colossal damage 
of property and in many cases loss 
of human lives. The engagement 
of quacks in the installation and 
maintenance of electrical fittings, 
gadgets or devices; overload of 
sockets; leaving electrical appliances 
plugged in and unattended after 
close of work; unapproved building 
plans and lack of examination and 
proper supervision before, during 
and after any building construction, 
etc., are the most likely reasons 
for incessant fire outbreaks in 
market places based on experience 
and statistics. The design of our 
markets was originally at least 
near perfect and allowed access 
roads for cars to drive through, but 
the abuse of infrastructure have 
resized the allowable space for 
firefighting trucks to drive through 
or manoeuvre. This poses another 
big challenge to a quick firefighting 

response. Only a few traders and 
shop owners are enlightened and 
cultured enough to appreciate 
the importance of obtaining and 
installing fire protection devices like 
hydrant, water sprinkler systems, 
smoke alarms, fire extinguishers, 
fire blankets, etc. Hence, the need to 
continually enlighten them to build 
and develop a safety culture.

In the near future, collaborations 
shall be worked out between the 
Service and the market associations 
in providing a functional fire station 
domiciled in the premises with a 
firefighting truck or at least rapid 
response trucks that would be 
manned by our men.

I appeal to the private sector and 
state governments, area councils 
and market associations to ensure 
that these fire stations are built to 
standard and operated based on 
globally acceptable standard. The 
Federal Fire Service is willing to 
train the market security guards 
as fire wardens at the National Fire 
Academy so that first aid firefighting 
can be learnt and prep them for 
eventualities relating to fire hazards. 
We have had such collaborations 
in the past and I believe this one 
will not only work out well but be 
outstanding too.

Finally, let me use this medium 
to call on Nigerians to support the 
men of the service and desist from 
obstructing or attacking firemen 
while discharging their statutory 
duties.

By Correspondents

M
ARKET volatility 
and a downturn in 
commodity prices 
have created a new 

normal where cost cuts, automation 
and operational efficiency are 
vitally important.

The industry specific issues 
related to regulation, geopolitical 
risk, legal limits on natural resource 
use, shareholder activism and 
public scrutiny have created 
additional challenges.

According to the Third National 
Five-Year Development Plan III, 
the mining sector has placed 
Tanzania in the higher ranks among 
African economies in terms of FDI 
attraction and non-oil economies.

Tanzania is endowed with a 
variety of industrial minerals and 
precious metals, including iron ore, 
soda ash, coal, clay soil, uranium, 
gold, diamond and tanzanite, a rare 
gemstone so far worldwide   found 
only in Tanzania thus it seeks to 
promote natural resources-based 
industrialisation.

Some of the key intervention 
areas in mining sector include 
strengthening the management and 

control of large-scale and medium 
scale mining, empower small-
scale miners, including youths and 
women to participate in feasible 
mining activities by licensing areas 
with basic geological information, 
necessary training on productive 
mining, technologies and 
equipment and mining business 
through STAMICO.

Others are strengthening the 
Mining Commission, Geological 
Survey of Tanzania (GST), Tanzania 
Gemmological Centre (TGC) and 
Tanzania Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (TEITI), 
promote mineral value addition and 
beneficiation, identify, promote and 
facilitate extraction of rare minerals 
and strengthen Corporation and 
mineral markets, demonstration 
centres and centres of excellence.

While we believe that demand for 
minerals will grow in the coming 
years, there are several trends 
that will determine which types of 
mining companies will prevail in 
the future.   There are seven drivers 
that   we believe will shape the 
mining and metals sector.

Demand for most minerals is 
projected to be high in order to 
achieve the energy transition. 

While fossil fuels have helped to 
improve living standards around 
the world since the 18th century, 
their associated greenhouse 
gas emissions have led to global 
warming. In order to avoid reaching 
temperatures that will have 
catastrophic consequences for the 
planet, countries must decarbonise 
their energy systems by the middle 
of this century. Given that low-
emission energy and transportation 
systems are more mineral-
intensive than their fossil fuel-
based counterparts, the transition 
provides a great opportunity for the 
mining sector. At the same time, the 
mining sector will have to reduce its 
own emissions. Mining companies 
that power their operations with 
renewable energy, operate electric 
or hydrogen-powered truck fleets 
and integrate recycling in their 
value chains will be best placed to 
sell low-carbon premium minerals.

Companies will need to venture 
into frontier mining areas. As 
world-class mineral resources in 
low-risk areas become exhausted, 
mining companies must either 
master new technologies for 
extraction and processing, or 
venture into frontier areas where 

extraction has not previously been 
economically viable. Automation 
and digitalisation will result 
in more targeted and efficient 
mining, which could further be 
enhanced through technological 
breakthroughs in areas such as 
in-situ leaching (a mining process 
used to recover minerals such 
as copper and uranium through 
boreholes drilled into a deposit), 
block caving (an underground 
mining method that uses gravity 
to exploit ore bodies located at 
depth) or bio mining (a technique 
for extracting metals from ores 
and other solid materials typically 
using prokaryotes or fungi). Mining 
jurisdictions with higher perceived 
risks may see increasing levels 
of interest from investors. In the 
search for high-grade ore deposits, 
deep sea and asteroid mining 
will be increasingly explored by 
governments and companies. While 
these technologies will open up 
new ways for mining companies to 
optimize the valorization of existing 
resources or allow access to new 
ones, they are unchartered territory 
in terms of business models, 
processes, and potential social and 
environmental externalities.

Mining recovers from one of its most difficult periods in decades 

Incessant market fires and the way forward
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Land ownership and dispute resolution mechanisms in Tanzania 

T
HE Population and Housing Cen-
sus report released last year by the 
National Bureau of Statistics shows 
that population of Tanzania is 63.59 

million people whereby vast majority depends 
entirely on land as source of food and income 
generation. 

For purposes of proper management of land 
in Tanzania, the same is divided into three cat-
egories: village land, general land and reserved 
land. 

It is important to note that all land in Tan-
zania is public land vested to the President as 
trustee on behalf of all citizens. Therefore, all 
persons who own land in this country are just 
leaseholders for periods of time namely 99 
years, 66years or 33 years subject to article 24 
of the Constitution of the United Republic of 
Tanzania as amended from time to time. For-
eigners or non-citizen are also allowed to own 
land for investment purposes only.

Due to various human activities conducted 
through land, dispute or misunderstanding 
between the parties occurs, mostly relating to 
ownership, boundaries or leasing among oth-
ers. 

This article intends to shed some light on the 
existing legal mechanisms for resolving land 
disputes in Tanzania. Section 60 of the Village 
Land Act No 5 of 1999 Cap 114 and Section 167 
of the Land Act No 4 of 1999 Act No. 4 Cap 113 
vest exclusive jurisdiction to courts to deal 
with land disputes.

The said courts are the Village Land Council, 
the Ward Tribunal, the District Land and Hous-
ing Tribunal, the High Court of Tanzania and 
Court of Appeal of Tanzania. 

Procedures and the manner of handling land 
disputes are regulated in the Land Disputes 
Courts Act No 2 of 2002, Cap 216 R.E 2019. We 
shall demonstrate some silent features of each 
court mentioned above and its jurisdiction for 
purposes of general understanding.

In the Village Land Council, the law does not 
lay down pecuniary value in which the council 
shall have jurisdiction to deal with land dis-
pute. Therefore, any land dispute falling under 
customary law, regardless of its value, can be 
mediated by the council. 

There is no formality of receiving complaints 
at the council; rather, it can be presented for-
mally or informally. Once the complaints are 
lodged, the council which is constituted of sev-
en members, three of whom must be women, 
proceeds to mediate the dispute once both 

parties are present before it.
The core function of the Council 

is to mediate land disputes between 
parties with the purpose of arriving 
at a mutual understanding. The man-
ner and procedure of conducting 
mediation is informal and very user-
friendly for parties. 

In the event of parties failing to 
reach mutual settlement on the issue, 
then the same should be referred to 
Ward Tribunal for further legal pro-
cess. Mandate of the Council is lim-
ited to either successful mediation or 
failure and not to issue decision.

Therefore, the law does not allow 
appeal or revision but to refer the 
dispute to the Ward Tribunal. Despite 
the fact that the law is silent on the 
manner of referring the dispute to 
the Ward Tribunal, we advise that a 
dispute be referred from the coun-
cil to the Ward Tribunal formally for 
purposes of record keeping for fu-
ture use.

Further, in the event of parties hav-
ing reached mutual understanding, 
then it is imperative also the said set-
tlement should be enforced by law, 
by registering the same at the District 
Land and Housing Tribunal so that 
an order can be issued.

The Ward Tribunal was adopted 
through the Ward Tribunals Act and 
its mandate was extended to deal 
with land disputes within its jurisdic-
tion, namely that particular ward. 
Formerly, jurisdiction of the Ward 

Tribunal was limited for determina-
tion of land disputes whose value 
does not exceed 3mn/-.

 The law has since been amended 
through Written Laws (Miscellane-
ous Amendment) Act No 3 of 2021 
in which such jurisdiction of deter-
mination of land disputes have been 
stripped off, hence Ward Tribunal 
has now remained with the mandate 
to mediate land disputes between 
parties such as village land council. 

However, the only new feature 
which makes it different from the 
Village Land Council is that in case 
parties fail to reach amicable settle-
ment, the tribunal is mandated to 
certify that parties have failed to set-
tle hence the said certificate shall be 
used as evidential proof while initiat-
ing dispute at the District Land and 
Housing Tribunal. 

Procedures for dealing with dis-
putes at the District Land and Hous-
ing Tribunal are more formal com-
pared to the Village Land Council 
and Ward Tribunal. Here, it is pure 
ligation whereby the trial chairper-
son is required to decide the dispute 
based on the law and facts presented 
before the tribunal. 

Winner takes all which is a typical 
adversarial system practice is appli-
cable. As per the recent amendment 
of the law, without attachment of 
certificate from Ward Tribunal which 
indicates that parties have failed to 
reach settlement, the claim is not en-

tertained by the Tribunal. The refer-
ence is the case of Issa Iddi Kauzu vs 
Ally Abdalla Mkoko, Land Appeal No 
08 of 2022. 

The complainant or applicant initi-
ates proceedings through form num-
ber one with some similarity with 
plaint. Thereafter, the Tribunal issues 
summons requiring service to be ef-
fected to the respondent by court 
process server along with claim form 
presented to the Tribunal. 

Once received, the respondent is 
required to file a written statement of 
defence within 21 days from the date 
of service, unless extension of time is 
granted. 

Upon completion of the pleading 
stage, including disposal of some of 
the preliminary objections raised 
such as issue of jurisdiction of the 
tribunal to deal with the dispute or 
limitation of the dispute, then the 
dispute commences by hearing the 
parties and their witnesses. 

The dispute shall be head by the 
trial chairperson with two assessors, 
in which evidence shall be received 
and recorded in accordance with the 
law. 

Normal procedure of abduction 
of evidence is applied but with less 
strictness as compared to the ordi-
nary court of law. Once the same is 
done, the Tribunal delivers a judg-
ment based on facts presented and 
the law of the land. 

The aggrieved person may pre-
fer an appeal to the High Court of 
Tanzania or revision subject to the 
circumstances. The jurisdiction of 
the Tribunal is limited to the district 
where the land in dispute is located 
and with pecuniary value estimated 
to be not more than 200,000,000/- 
for the movable property while 
for the immovable property with 
estimated value of not more than 
300,000,000/-.

The High Court of Tanzania has 
appellate, original jurisdiction and 
supervisory power on land disputes. 
In the first instance, the person ag-
grieved by a decision of the District 

Land and Housing Tribunal can ap-
peal to this court.

 The law requires an appeal to be 
filed within 45 days from the date of 
decision unless leave is granted to ap-
peal out of time. On the other hand, 
when exercising original jurisdiction, 
proceedings are initiated by filing 
fresh case whereby normal proce-
dure provided in the Civil Procedure 
Code Cap 33 R.E 2019 are applied. 

Supervisory power is in scenarios 
when either party applies for revi-
sion in the High Court of Tanzania or 
the court itself initiates revision pro-
ceedings on its own motion upon be-
coming aware of any material irregu-
larity which occasioned injustice to 
the parties. Proceedings which are 
subject to revision are proceedings 
and orders issued in District Land 
and Housing Tribunal. 

When a party is aggrieved by the 
decision of the High Court of Tanza-
nia, an appeal can be preferred to the 
Court of Appeal of Tanzania within 
60 days from the date of decision.

Otherwise, some few procedures 
need to be complied with in the 
event a party has not been supplied 
with required documents within 
time to enable filing of the appeal 
within given time. Appellate Jurisdic-
tion Act and its rules are the major 
laws which regulate procedures of 
initiating appeal or revision to the 
Court of Appeal.

Note: the material and information 
contained in this article are for gen-
eral information purposes only. They 
only provide either elementary or 
basic legal knowledge on the above 
subject. Anyone considering legal ac-
tion should consult an experienced 
lawyer to understand current laws 
and how they may affect a case in 
question.  

You can send questions or com-
ments to our email info@legisattor-
neys.co.tz or postal address Manag-
ing Partner, Legis Attorneys, P. O. Box 
3750, DSM. You can visit our website 
www.legisattorneys.co.tz   
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Crisis? What crisis? Media failing to convey the urgency of climate emergency
 By Paul Virgo 

I
F an alien landed on Planet Earth today 
and started watching television and 
reading the newspapers, it would prob-
ably not realize that humanity and the 

natural world face an existential threat – one 
that has taken us into the Sixth Mass Extinc-
tion, is already devastating the lives of many, 
especially in the Global South, and is set to hit 
the rest of us soon.

“I don’t know what is scarier, the fact that 
atmospheric CO2 just hit the highest level in 
human history, or that it has gone close to com-
pletely unnoticed,” tweeted Greta Thunberg 
on April 9 regarding data from the Global Mon-
itoring Laboratory (GML) of the United States 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA).

Aside from some notable exceptions, the cli-
mate crisis has not brought out the best in the 
mainstream media.

The scientists and activists who sound the 
alarm are often portrayed as dangerous ex-
tremists or loonies.

The treatment dished out last year by a pop-
ular television show, Good Morning Britain, to 
Miranda Whelehan, a young member of the 
UK’s Just Stop Oil civil-disobedience group, is a 
good example.

Instead of considering her valid points about 
the looming dangers outlined in the IPCC’s re-
ports, she was ridiculed and bullied with bogus 
arguments, including criticism for ‘wearing 
clothes’ that may have been transported using 
oil. Was she supposed to turn up naked?

It was so bad that it 
seemed to have come 
straight from Adam Mc-
Kay’s 2021 satirical film 
about the climate crisis, 
Don’t Look Up.

But butchering climate 
coverage is only a small 
part of the problem.

What is perhaps worse 
is the extent to which 
global heating and its ef-
fects are largely ignored, 
with celebrity gossip and 
sports among the subjects 
that seem to take prec-
edence.

There are not enough 
stories about the climate 
emergency and those 
that do get published or 
screened are not given the 
prominence they deserve.

New research by the 
Italian section of Green-
peace gives an idea of the 
scale of the problem.

The ongoing monitor-
ing study, conducted 
with the Osservatorio di 
Pavia research institute, 
showed that the main Ital-
ian dailies only publish 
around 2.5 articles a day 
explicitly dealing with the 
climate crisis.

The newspapers give 
plenty of space, on the 
other hand, to businesses 
whose activities generate 
big greenhouse-gas emis-
sions, running an average 
of six adverts a week to 
firms involved in fossil fu-
els and in the automobile, 
cruise tourism and air-
transport sectors.

The study revealed that 
less than 3% of the stories 
on Italy’s biggest TV news-
casts deal with the climate 
crisis.

“The main newspapers 
and news programmes do 
not treat the climate crisis 
as an emergency,” Green-
peace Italia Spokesperson 
Giancarlo Sturloni told 
IPS.

“The news is scarce and 
sporadic; the climate cri-
sis is hardly ever a front-
page topic.

“Suffice it to say that 
in the main prime-time 
news, climate change is 
mentioned in less than 2% 
of the news and in some 
periods it falls below 1%.

“Moreover, in the Italian 
media there is little men-
tion of the causes, starting 
with fossil fuels, and even 
less of the main culprits, 
the oil and gas compa-
nies”.

Naturally, this problem 
is not limited to Italy.

In 2019 the Columbia 
Journalism Review, The 
Nation, The Guardian and 
WNYC set up Covering 
Climate Now (CCNow), a 
consortium that seeks to 
work with journalists and 

news outlets to help the 
media give the climate 
crisis the treatment it de-
serves.

Since then over 500 
partners with a combined 
reach of two billion peo-
ple in 57 countries have 
signed up.

But co-founders Mark 
Hertsgaard and Kyle 
Pope say that, although 
progress has been made, 
much of the media is still 
failing to convey that cli-
mate change is “an im-
minent, deadly threat” 
lamenting that less than 
a quarter of the United 
States public hear about 
the issue in the media at 
least once a month

There are several rea-
sons why the climate cri-
sis is under-reported.

The climate crisis is 
complicated and often de-
pressing, so editors may 
be reluctant to run stories 
that require lots of ex-
plaining and risk turning 
the public off.

F u r t h e r m o r e , 
Hertsgaard, the environ-
ment correspondent of 
The Nation, and Pope, 
editor and publisher of 
Columbia Journalism Re-
view, report that many 
major outlets have pri-
vately said they will not 
sign CCNow’s Climate 
Emergency Statement be-
cause it sounds like activ-
ism and they do not want 
to look biased.

Sturloni believes that 
money is a factor too.

“Our analysis shows 
that the voice of compa-
nies is almost always the 
one that gets the most 
space in the media narra-
tive of the climate crisis, 
even more than the voice 
of scientists and experts,” 
he said.

“The companies most 
responsible for the cli-
mate crisis also find am-
ple space in the main 
Italian media, and often 
take advantage of this to 
greenwash or promote 
false solutions, such as 
gas, carbon offsetting, car-
bon capture and storage, 
nuclear fusion etc…

“This is due to the Ital-
ian media’s dependence 
on the funding of fossil 
fuel companies, which 
are able to influence the 
schedule of newspapers 
and TV and the very nar-
rative of the climate crisis.

“This prevents peo-
ple from being properly 
informed about the se-
riousness of the threat, 
and thus also about the 
solutions that should be 
urgently implemented to 
avoid the worst scenarios 
of global warming”.

The main newspapers and news programmes do not treat the climate crisis as an emergency, says Greenpeace Italia 
Spokesperson Giancarlo Sturloni. Credit: Paul Virgo / IPS
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In Zimbabwe, golf is giving cyclone Idai survivors hope
 By Farai Shawn Matiashe

T
RUST Makanidzani’s golf practice 
session with his friends is disrupted 
by a howling wind and a heavy 
pelting of water that thundered 

against rooftops at Chimanimani Golf Course 
in the eastern part of Zimbabwe.

The downpour that started the previous 
night continued throughout the day, with a 
high probability of lasting several days.

This incessant rain and wind remind the 
20-year-old of the horror he experienced in 
March 2019 when Cyclone Idai made landfall.

It got worse when the government issued 
a notice that Zimbabwe was in the path of 
Cyclone Freddy, and its massive destruction 
had already been felt in neighbouring 
Mozambique and Madagascar.

Cyclone Freddy, the long-lasting tropical 
storm, went on to wreak havoc in Malawi in 
March, claiming the lives of more than 430 
people, according to government officials.  
Regionally at least 600 deaths have been 
reported. The severity of tropical storms has 
been attributed to the impacts of climate 
change.

Makanidzani remembers the night Cyclone 
Idai visited his village.

“Heavy rains started on Wednesday. I 
remember I had just returned from Mutare. 
The rains did not stop. Most people here 
just thought there was nothing unusual,” 
Makanidzani, who was aged 16 in 2019, tells IPS.

Then on a Friday, the rains intensified.

friends had not survived 
the deadly storm.

Cyclone Idai hit the 
eastern part of Zimbabwe, 
including Chipinge and 
Chimanimani districts 
in Manicaland Province, 
from March 15 to 17, 2019, 
affecting about 270 000 
people.

The floods and 
landslides claimed the 
lives of 340 people, while 
many went missing and 
are still unaccounted for.

Cyclone Idai, which 
also hit Mozambique 
and Malawi, displaced 
about 51 000 people in 
Zimbabwe.

The World Bank 
estimates the damages 
amount to USD 622 
million in Zimbabwe.

Makanidzani, who had 
been playing golf since 
2012 under Matsetso Stars 
Sport to Conservation, 
was transferred to 
Chipinge Hospital and 
later admitted for six 
months at a hospital about 
150 kilometres away in 
Mutare, Zimbabwe’s third 
largest city.

Before Cyclone Idai 
came, he was a top junior 
golfer working to become a 
professional representing 
Zimbabwe regionally and 
internationally.

Makanidzani picked 
up himself and returned 
to golf when he was 
discharged from the 
hospital, participating in 
tournaments in Mutare 
and the capital Harare.

After having his golf 
career disrupted by 
Covid-19, which forced 
the cancellation of the 
Junior Golf Challenge 
and the Toyota World 
Junior Championship in 
2021, he was supposed 
to participate as part of 
Zimbabwe’s 12-member 
squad, Makanidzani 
is now playing as an 
amateur golfer.

In Zimbabwe, golf is a 
sport seen by many as 
only reserved for the elite, 
and it is rare for young 
people from remote areas 
like Chimanimani to play 
the sport and excel at it.

Some Matsetso stars 
junior golfers, like 
16-year-old Vincent 
Chidambazina, have gone 
to play at tournaments 
beyond the borders.

“I flew to Lukasa, Zam-
bia, to play golf last year. 
It was my first time being 
aboard an aeroplane. It 
was so amazing. I did not 
even have a passport at 
the time. I had to apply for 
one,” says Chidambazina, 
who was introduced to 
golf by his nephew when 
he was still in primary 
school.

He played at golf tour-
naments in different parts 
of the country, including 
Harare and Bulawayo, the 
second-largest city.

“It feels good to rub 
shoulders with the elite 
and to play better than 
them. I thought I could 
not make it considering 
I am from the rural area, 
but here I am, one of 
the top juniors,” says 
Chidambazina, whose 
neighbours’ houses were 
wiped away by Cyclone 
Idai, leaving his family 
home intact but shaken.

Makanidzani says 
funding is holding them 
back.

“I fail to travel to other 
cities for golf tournaments 
due to lack of funds. This 
is a huge setback to my 
golf career because if I 
do not play, I do not get 
points,” he says.

Makanidzani’s concerns 
are reiterated by 
Chidambazina, who says 
they lack critical resources 
such as balls, golf clubs 
and ball markers.

“My family is so 
supportive, but they are 
hamstring. They cannot 
sponsor my trips,” he says.

Jane Lindsay High, who 
established Matsetso Stars 
Sport to Conservation 
in 2010 to help children 
in the poorest area of 
Chimanimani who had 
limited access to sports 
facilities and qualified 
coaches with resources, 
says they rely on donor 
funding.

“Donor funding is never 
a sustainable way of 
development,” says High, 
who is also the owner and 
manager of Frog and Fern 
Cottages in Chimanimani.

“But in the absence 
of trusted political 
leadership at the 
community level, then 
one way of helping [them] 
is for trusted individuals 
to seek assistance.”

Since 2010 some 100 
children have been 
introduced to golf, and 
of those, approximately 
17 have represented 
Manicaland at the 
provincial level while 
two at the national level, 
shows figures from High.

In Zimbabwe, golf 
personalities like 
professional golfer 
Robson Chinhoi and 
Biggie Chibvuri are 
earning a living from 
playing golf.

“Most of these kids are 
talented. Golf provides 
many opportunities. 
Golf players can get 
scholarships. Both golf 
and education are the 
keys to success in golf, 
says Matsetso Stars Sport 
to Conservation golf 
coach Amos Kunyerezera 
who has been playing golf 
for decades, launching his 
career at a popular hotel 
in the Vumba Mountains, 
sandwiched at the border 
between Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique.

Martin Chikwanha, 
president of the Zimbabwe 
Golf Association, says 
funding for golf and any 
sport in Zimbabwe has 
not been the best.

“This is because of the 
economic challenges 
that the country is 
going through. Most of 
the golf activities are 
funded by the Zimbabwe 
Golf Association or 
Zimbabwe Junior Golf 
Association. Members pay 
subscription fees. We also 
have funding from our 
international partners,” 
he says, adding that they 
do not receive any funding 
from the government.

Chikwanha tells IPS 
they are running a 
programme where they 
provide funding to junior 
golf players in areas like 
Chimanimani to facilitate 
their participation in 
golf national, regional 
and international golf 
tournaments.

He says they have come 
up with a programme 
called “train the trainer”  
to ensure that golf is taken 
to the rural areas.

“This is to ensure that 
we spread the word 
and we try to find those 
little diamonds from 
everywhere throughout 
the country,” he says.

“But it is difficult 
because of the nature 
of the sport once the 
diamond has been 
discovered; the diamond 
can only play at a golf 
course. So some kids in 
areas like Buhera can 
only play at their nearest 
golf course, which is 
Mutare,” Chikwanha said, 
noting that it takes a huge 
amount of funding for the 
children to participate.

 
IPS UN Bureau Report

Trust Maka-
nidzani survived 
Cyclone Idai and 
had his career 
put on hold 
during Covid-19 
pandemic is back 
on the greens, 
but despite his 
talent, his future 
depends on the 
generosity of 
funders. Credit: 
Farai Shawn 
Matiashe/IPS

Some friends came to seek 
shelter in Makanidzani’s room 
as theirs had been filled with 
water.

“We were now five in the 
room. As we were about 
to sleep, there was a bang 
outside,” he recalls adding 
that he was dragged for about 
a kilometre after their house 
had been washed away by a 
landslide.

“When I gained 
consciousness, my whole body 
was covered under mud and 
twigs on the banks of a river, 
(and I was) alone.”

He says he used the light 
from lightning to see his way 
to a nearby house where he 
sought shelter.

“It was dark, and I started 
feeling nervous,” he says, 
holding back his tears.

Makanidzani, who was not 
feeling any pain, collapsed after 
taking a hot cup of tea only 
to gain consciousness while 
admitted at Chimanimani 
Hospital.

“This is when I realised I had 
a grave head injury, and my 
legs and hands were broken,” 
he says.

At this time, Makanidzani 
also learned that his three 
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ARI to build five modern warehouses for seeds

Mixta Africa provides 
affordable housing 
in Lagos New Town

   LAGOS

The Country Manager of Mixta Nigeria, Shade 
Hughes, has confirmed that Lagos New Town, the 
new district created by the developers, has a home 
to suit every class, from reasonably low priced 
homes at Beechwood Park to luxury homes in the 
Lakowe Lakes Golf and Country Estate.

She made this disclosure at the weekend in Lagos 
when the infrastructure developers hosted existing 
residents, agents and prospective buyers clients to 
a fun family event which gave them the chance to 
inspect some of their already built houses and those 
who are still under construction at their different es-
tates within the Lagos New Town area.

The country manager confirmed that for the af-
fordable homes range, Mixta offers different unit 
types ranging from semi-detached, bungalow, one 
bedroom, two bedrooms to three bedrooms. She 
said the houses are very affordable to every Nigeri-
ans who want an exclusive cozy, serene and secure 
environment.

According to her, these homes are spread across 
2 major estates – Marula Park and Beechwood Park. 
The event celebration allowed them to showcase 
their products to their prospective buyers, agents 
and to appreciate the residents who had already 
moved in.

“I can tell you that our products start from as low 
as N14 million. We also make it easy for those who 
cannot pay once, they can buy through a mortgage 
and spread the remaining money over up to 15 years. 
We brought about five financial institutions. The 
banks are on ground to support those who cannot 
pay once. We are not a finance company, but we are 
partnering with them and introducing them to our 
customers. A lot of people like the products but they 
don’t know how to access them.

“We have active security personnel on ground. I 
believe those who came to the estate can attest to 
our security apparatus when they were coming into 
the estate. We have a 24 hour patrol team. We have 
a reputable security company working with us. We 
also have a stable power supply and playing ground 
for the children and other amenities in place,” she 
said.

The Head of Sales and Business Development of 
Mixta Nigeria, Andre Cameron-Cole, said as a re-
sponsible company they came to speak and show 
the residents, clients and agents the level of work 
they have done in their various estates within Beech-
wood.

“We want our customers and those who are al-
ready living in the estate to see how much invest-
ment we have put into Adiva, Marula Park and La-
kowe Lakes all within Lagos New Town.”

“We also brought some financial institutions, be-
cause of those who don’t know that they can buy 
through flexible payment. To also show our cus-
tomers how they can get the facility to acquire their 
choice property. Our payment plans are quite flex-
ible. From of twelve to eighteen months. We also 
have a product called Duo that allows you to pay 
rent for three years before you now own the prop-
erty yourself. We have a lot of opportunities in Mixta 
Nigeria but people do not know about it. One of the 
basic reasons why we are here is to let people know 
about the opportunities abound in patronising Mix-
ta Africa company.”

Shelter Afrique targets African diaspora 
in helping affordable housing delivery

 By Guardian Correspondent, 

Dodoma

THE Tanzania 
Agricultural Research 
Institute (TARI) is 
working on the vital 
project for the construc-

tion of five warehouses with 
state- of- art cold rooms (CR) 
to help facilitate professional 
storage of diverse seeds being 
researched and produced.

According to TARI Director 
General (DG), Dr. Geoffrey 
Mkamilo, the key facilities 
are  being installed at TARI 
Naliendele, TARI Tumbi, 
TARI Hombolo, TARI Selian, 
and TARI Dakawa centers.

“The construction of the 

facilities have reached at 
least 10 percent and we’re 
very optimistic that compla-
tio of this project will play a 
meaningful role in elevating 
our seed storage capacity 
and standards,” Dr. Mkamilo 
said.

And he added, in order 
to protect the research 
areas from invasion, the 
state-owned seeds research 
institute has completed 
preparations to find a bidder 
who will construct a large 
fence at its Uyole station, 
covering a total of 1,042 hec-
tares.

“Together with that, we 
have also started to com-
plete the procedures to fa-
cilitate the acquisition of the 

certification of the existing 
soil laboratory in its center in 
Mlingano,” he added

He stated that currently, 
the steps pertaining to the 
project include the purchase 
of equipment and separa-
tors for the laboratory and 
to evaluate the capacity and 
quality of the laboratory, 
the vital process that has 
reached 40 percent.

And the DG added TARI 
has also worked to reno-
vate other laboratories with 
great success in the centers 
of Tengeru, Mikocheni and 
Mlingano for the produc-
tion of seedlings tissue cul-
ture, diagnosis of diseases 
and insects, testing for the 
genetically modified organ-

ism (GMO) in seeds as well as 
evaluation of  soil health. 

“By strengthening re-
search tools, the Ministry of 
Agriculture through TARI 
has purchased seven ve-
hicles, 10 tractors and one 
bus,” he added.

The Tanzania Agricultural 
Research Institute (TARI) 
was established by the Parlia-
mentary Act No. 10 of 2016 to 
enhance and strengthen the 
agricultural research system 
in Tanzania. 

TARI is a semi-autonomous 
body under the Ministry of 
Agriculture, responsible for 
all agricultural research ac-
tivities conducted by the Na-
tional Agricultural Research 
System (NARS) in Tanzania.

 HARVARD

Shelter Afrique is targeting the 
African Diaspora to enhance afford-
able housing delivery across the 
continent.

Speaking at the 25th Annual Har-
vard Africa Business Conference 
2023 – Africa Accelerated, where he 
shared insights on innovative solu-
tions for addressing Africa’s housing 
deficit, Shelter Afrique managing di-
rector Mr. Thierno-Habib Hann said 
over 170 million people of African 
descent that live all over the world 
present a formidable resource pool 
for the continent’s infrastructure de-
velopment, including housing.

“African diaspora populations are 

growing, as are their savings and 
the scale of resources available to 
reinvest in their countries of origin. 
The World Bank estimates Africans 
in the diaspora save about $53bn 
per year and, in 2021, recorded 
remittances reached over $95.6bn 
sent to and within Africa,” Mr. Hann 
said.

Top ten highest recipients of re-
mittance inflows in Africa in 2021 
include Nigeria ($19.2 billion), Ghana 
($4.5 billion), Kenya ($3.7 billion), 
Senegal ($2.7 billion), Zimbabwe 
($2.0 billion), Democratic Republic 
of Congo ($1.3 billion), Uganda ($1.1 
billion), Mali ($1.1 billion), South Af-
rica ($900 million), and Togo ($700 
million).

Africa’s top remittance recipients 
as a proportion of their economies 
are South Sudan, Lesotho and 
Gambia with 35%, 21% and 15% of 
GDP respectively coming from 
remittances, according to World 
Bank statistics.

“We are considering tapping into 
the diaspora to enhance affordable 
housing delivery by setting up 
diaspora bonds for affordable 
housing and infrastructure 
development, skills transfer, and

leveraging on their networks and 
outreach,” Mr Hann noted.

Since 2000, five countries includ-
ing Kenya, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
and Rwanda – with an estimated 
total diaspora population of four 

million individuals, or 12 percent of 
total African migrants, have issued 
diaspora bonds.

Africa is considered the continent 
with one of the most rapidly growing 
urban populations, with  over 60% 
of the urban population in sub-Saha-
ran Africa (SSA) estimated to live in 
areas categorised as slums and infor-
mal settlements.

According to the UN, it is project-
ed that the number of Africa’s urban 
residents will increase to 1.5 billion 
by 2050, and that Africa will pass the 
tipping point of 50% urban popula-
tion around 2035.

Currently, Africa has a housing 
deficit which accounts for at least 56 
million units.

“This housing deficit is a signifi-
cant indicator of Africa’s growing 
infrastructure gap, which can be at-
tributed to lack of sufficient capital 
to finance the delivery of affordable 
housing projects, lack of bankable 
projects, and inefficient risk alloca-
tion mechanisms. This is why it’s im-
portant to incorporate the diaspora 
into affordable housing financing 
mix,” Mr. Hann said.

The African Development Bank 
estimates that Africa’s infrastructure 
needs amount to $130–170 billion 
a year, with a financing gap in the 
range of $68–$108 billion. To date, 
less than half of this amount is being 
mobilized, leaving a financing gap in 
the range $68–$108 billion.

Absa Bank Tanzania managing director Obedi Laiser (R) serves Iftar dish to some of the bank’s customers at iftar the bank hosted 
for its Dodoma city customers on Wednesday. Photo by Guardian Correspondent
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 By Guardian Correspondent, Nairobi

 I&M Foundation has signed a KES 6.25M grant to 
enable over two dozen students living in informal 
settlements in Nairobi to learn software develop-
ment.  

The grant is in partnership with Moringa School 
to support the Access Program that seeks to build 
a pipeline of young technology talent between 18 
to 35 years of age; a third of which is dedicated to 
female students. 

Speaking on the partnership, Moringa Schools’ 
CEO, Mr. Snehar Shah, highlighted: “The role of ed-
ucation and skills development in promoting inno-
vation is critical for a Digital Revolution. However, 
this remains out of reach for many of the youth liv-
ing in Kenya due to a lack of opportunities. We are 
pleased to enter this partnership with I&M Founda-
tion to further empower a generation of students 
who are passionate about technology and create 
opportunities for growth and development.” 

Mr. Snehar Shah added: “Through this partner-
ship, the knowledge gained at Moringa School will 
prepare the students to become distinguished mo-
bile and web developers and have a profound im-
pact on economies and societies at large.”

According to the Kenya Ministry of Education, 
about 80 percent of high school graduates in Kenya 
do not qualify for university forcing many youths 
into unemployment. 

Further, the traditional education system is not 
addressing the scale and nature of opportunities 
that exist within the technology sector. 

Commenting on the partnership, I&M Founda-
tion Trustee and Group Executive Director, I&M 
Group PLC, Mr. Sarit Raja Shah, noted:

“Software development job opportunities are 
projected to increase by over 25 percent globally. 
In line with its Education and Skills Development 
Pillar, I&M Foundation sees the opportunity to 
enhance the education outcomes of underserved 
youth in Kenya to ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education in Digital technology. The Access 
Program offered by Moringa School lays a rich foun-
dation, combining practical projects with relevant 
technologies and up-to-date course content. We 
look forward to a successful program that enables 
and equips students to find employment in the Digi-
tal space,” said Mr. Shah.

In a recent report by the Kenya National Bureau 
of Statistics (KNBS), the number of unemployed 
Kenyans increased by 2.94 percent to 2.97 million 
as of the end of 2022, up from 2.89 million reported 
in the third quarter of 2022. Moreover, more than 
half of these unemployed Kenyans are youth aged 
between 20 and 29 years. 

As part of supporting employment opportunities 
for the youth, during the 24-week bootcamp, the 
students will receive training on employable skills 
as well as join a graduate support team that will 
actively support the graduates to find employment 
opportunities. 

Additionally, Moringa School has partnered with 
iTalanta, a Kenyan based organisation that per-
forms Software Development work for European 
SMEs, where students will work on real life projects 
and gain real life experience.

 By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

THE Institute of Rural Development 
Planning (IRDP) is implementing a 
robust programme targeting to instinct 
to its students a spirit of creativity and 
accountability pertaining to different 

entrepreneurship skills.
The programme, being executed 

through the special centre dubbed ‘Mi-
pango Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
Centre’ (MEI), provides the students with 
the diverse practical-based entrepre-
neurship skills, irrespective to their af-
filiated Degree, Diploma and Certificates 
courses, with an eye to enable them 
stand a better side to employ themselves 
after graduating.

Giving an exclusive interview to The 
Guardian yesterday in Dodoma Capi-
tal City, the Institute’s Deputy Rector, 
Academics, Research and Consultancy, 
Prof. Provident Dimoso expressed that 
since its inception the initiative has so 
far played ley role to assist the graduated 
students to escape from the shackles of 
unemployment.

Through the college’s creativity in 
helping the students to acquire best en-
trepreneurship skills, he said the varsity 

has kept on receiving a good number of 
students as over 16,000 students have 
been enrolled this year.

“The centre (MEI), is the vital tailor-
made department for imparting the 
students with key practical skills on en-
trepreneurship matters and since its 
inception it has played a serious role to 
steer entrepreneurship spirit to benefi-

ciary students, as well as towards various 
local communities,” he briefed.

The Don observed that the  Dodoma-
based had decided to initiate the center 
after coming aware that most students 
who are graduating from different uni-
versities across the country are failing to 
employ themselves as they lack needed 
entrepreneurship skills to assist the em-
ploying themselves through diverse self-
income generating activities.

“The rate of unemployment rate 
among the elite youth across the country 
keeps mounting due to failure by most of 
the local colleges to shape their students 
with useful entrepreneurship skills,” he 
observed.

He further added that the centre 
serves as an important podium to allow 
the students to hatch and showcase dif-
ferent useful entrepreneurship that they 
have been endowed with under the tute-
lage of the experience and high-profile 
trainers.

“Eastablisment of the center has to a 
greater extent help to attract many stu-
dents to opting joining with our college 
because of assurance of acquiring useful 
skills for assisting them to venture of dif-
ferent entrepreneurships undertakings 

after graduating,” he said.
He said the college was very deter-

mined to develop meaningful courses 
that give answers to the currently need-
ed community development, in all vital 
areas, such as business, planning, as well 
as investment.

“We’re normally creating the new 
teaching programs through use of tracer 
study, one based on tracing performance 
of IRPD’s graduates to determine their 
successes and failure, if any, in order to 
realize and bridge any gaps in its training 
curriculum,” he expressed.

He informed that the college had re-
cently introduced at least six new train-
ing curricula to help continue creating 
key human power with deserved quality 
and skills to cater for the local labor mar-
ket demand as well as the country’s set 
economic vision,” he said.

“We have developed the new curricula 
through use of an intensive labour mar-
ket survey, the survey which was carried 
out in all the geographical zones of the 
country in order to obtain exhaustive in-
formation from a diverse range of stake-
holders,” he expressed.

According to him, the involved stake-
holders include think tanks from the 

National Council for Technical and Vo-
cational Education (NACTVET), the Tan-
zania Commission for University (TCU), 
the Prime Minister’s Office (Regional Ad-
ministration and Local Government), the 
President Office (Public Service Manage-
ment and Good Governance) as well as 
others from key academic Non-Govern-
ment Organizations (NGOs) to mention 
but a few.

Prof. Dimoso unveiled the envisaged 
six programs as Basic Technician, Tech-
nician Certificate and Ordinary Diploma 
in Accountancy and Finance, (NTA-46), 
Information Technology (IT), Geomatics, 
Basic Technician, Technician Certificate 
and Ordinary Diploma and Bachelor De-
gree in Urban and Rural Planning (NTA 
4-8), Master Degree in Environmental 
and Occupational Health (NTA 9) and 
Master Degree in Human Resource Man-
agement (NTA 9).

The Institute of Rural Development 
Planning (IRDP) is a corporate body es-
tablished by the Parliamentary Act No. 
8 of the 1980s. Since its establishment, 
IRDP has been shaping destinies in plan-
ning and research methodologies focus-
ing on the future prosperity of its stu-
dents.

IRDP equips students with entrepreneurship skills

I&M Foundation, 
Moringa school 
partner to promote 
more digital space  

The Institute of Rural Development Planning 
(IRDP)’s Deputy Rector, Academics, Research 
and Consultancy, Prof. Provident Dimoso. 
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 CAPE TOWN

The South African public pro-
curement process has been the 
subject of a constant barrage of 
criticism in the courts in recent 
years.

One of the most recent swipes 
came from the Western Cape High 
Court, in a ruling over a dispute be-
tween JK Structures CC and the City 
of Cape Town, which might have 
established a new standard for de-
termining the qualifying Construc-
tion Industry Development Board 
(CIDB) grading criteria when invit-
ing contractors to tender for public 
works.

The case involved an ordinary 
application for the review of the 
city administration’s bid evaluation 
committee’s decision to disqualify 
a contractor’s tender for lack of 
compliance with the required CIDB 
grading, as per the bid invitation. 
The administration’s initial bid in-
vitation was directed at procuring 
up to three contractors as part of 
a panel which it could then call on 
to replace sewer piping throughout 
the city. The panel would be consti-

tuted through a ‘framework agree-
ment’, which would be valid for a 
“tender term” period of three years.

How the work would be per-
formed, however, was at odds with 
the relevant tender invitation. The 
framework agreement accompa-
nying the bid invitations suggested 
that the works would be under-
taken by the contemplated panel 
of contractors through a series of 
bite-sized “works orders” ranging in 
value between R1 million (approx. 
US$54,750) and R6m, with the total 
value of the works expected to be 
around R180m over the three-year 
tender term.

But, according to the invitation, 
the city administration would only 
consider tender responses from 
contractors registered with a CIDB 
grading of a contractor capable of 
performing projects with a value 
of at least R60m. That figure did 
not appear to relate in any way to 
how the works were expected to be 
performed. The R60m figure was, 
instead, an arbitrary division of the 
R180m total tender expenditure, 
divided by the three-year tender 
term.

As a result, JK Structures’ tender 
for the work was never evaluated 
by the administration’s bid evalua-
tion committee. It was rejected as 
non-compliant because the con-
tractor’s registered CIDB grading 
was not at the level required by the 
bid invitation. This was particularly 
devastating to the contractor given 
that it had previously been awarded 
and satisfactorily performed works 
on behalf of the city administration 
in terms of similarly contemplated 
umbrella framework agreements.

The High Court was asked to rule 

on whether the city administration 
had misdirected its application of 
the CIDB Act and regulations when 
evaluating JK Structures’ tender, by 
virtue of it requiring a CIDB grad-
ing level which was too high when 
measured against how the work 
would actually be performed. JK 
Structures argued that the value of 
the individual tender works range 
should have been the determining 
factor for specifying the qualifying 
CIDB gradings, instead of dividing 
the total anticipated expenditure 
by the administration by the tender 

term of three years.
The contractor added that it was 

always understood that the works 
were never going to be undertaken 
by a single contractor, or that one 
contractor would be required to 
have the resources to undertake 
R60m-worth of works on its own 
in a single year. The court agreed 
with JK Structures and held that if 
the administration were to use the 
total tender value to determine the 
required CIDB grading, as opposed 
to the tender range, the resultant 
disqualification of otherwise capa-
ble contractors would be “unbusi-
nesslike”.

Mr Justice Binns-Ward said that 
the administration’s interpreta-
tion was “undoubtedly unfair” and 
would go against the express pur-
poses of the CIDB Act, entitling city 
officials to employ only relatively 
large contractors to undertake pro-
jects well within the established 
capability of smaller contractors. 
He concluded that the administra-
tion’s procurement process had 
been “fundamentally tainted” in the 
result.

Whether or not this ruling es-

tablishes a new standard or onus 
for the public sector to justify how 
they expect public works to be per-
formed remains to be seen, but it is 
clear that the courts seem increas-
ingly tempted to wade into and im-
pose their views on, for example, 
how tender invitations ought to be 
graded and how tenders ought to 
be adjudicated. This is especially 
true on the basis of what, in Mr Jus-
tice Binns-Ward’s view, would make 
more business sense and what is 
fair when measured against how 
the works can be performed.

This is undoubtedly a potential 
lifeline to contractors to review 
CIDB grading criteria that would 
otherwise disqualify them from 
tendering, based on how the con-
tractors view the projects are ca-
pable of being performed. What 
would otherwise have been natu-
rally understood to be large con-
tracts which would be performed 
by a single contractor might now be 
interpreted by the courts as being 
capable of being done in separate 
parts, thereby giving an opportuni-
ty for smaller contractors to qualify 
as part of a panel.

S.African courts wade deeper into construction procurement 

New mall in Dubai 
only sells luxury 
home furniture
 DUBAI

The first-ever shopping mall specialising in 
innovative interior design solutions and high-end 
home furniture in the UAE and the MENA region 
has opened its doors.

Keeping up with the growing demand for 
luxurious furnished properties, Art of Living is 
introducing an exclusive concept in the interior 
design and furniture industry with a promise to 
dazzle shoppers.

The new shopping mall is nestled in the heart 
of Dubai, in Barsha 2 – Umm Suqeim Road, span-
ning a total area of 50,000m2 spread across 
three levels and featuring a prestigious line-up 
of local, regional and international brands that 
include newcomers to the regional market.

In terms of products, Art of Living boasts a 
selection of high-quality home décor and furni-
ture pieces, in addition to kids’ furniture, out-
door furniture and a wide range of décor acces-
sories, inspired by both, classical and modern 
trends.

The new mall is also offering access to a 
Shopping Consultant who will accompany cus-
tomers on a guided tour across the mall, answer-
ing all their questions and giving them valuable 
insights about items of interest.

Art of Living has also assembled a dedicated 
team of top-notch interior design profession-
als who will assist shoppers in envisioning their 
dream home in the tiniest details, reflecting their 
personal style and transforming their ideas into 
an inspiring reality.

In addition to the innovative luxury products 
and exclusive bespoke services, Art of Living also 
features cafés and restaurants, free parking, a 
cigar lounge, and a kids’ play area.

Dr Samer Al Omari, Art of Living’s CEO and 
Partner, commented the mall’s opening, saying: 
“We pride on championing this innovative and 
unique décor and furniture concept in the Middle 
East and North Africa, and look forward to offer-
ing a truly remarkable experience to shoppers, 
on all levels”.

He added: “Our mall is built around the one-
stop-shop concept, and our mission is to offer 
individuals and interior designers everything 
they need under one roof, whether they’re seek-
ing the latest luxury home décor trends or con-
ceptualizing and executing a dream home for a 
client. We are poised to be the go-to destination 
for innovative designs and high-quality furniture 
and décor solutions, and we will spare no effort 
into achieving our full potential.”

Al Omari continued: “Shoppers’ experience 
at Art of Living is, first and foremost, luxuriant. 
They will experience quality and innovation with 
all their senses, whether through our products’ 
selection or through our outstanding services 
and first-class facilities. Our sole commitment is 
to elevate our shoppers’ experience with every 
visit to our one-of-a-kind mall”.

Taking a closer look at the interior design 
industry in the region, the outlook reveals a 
forecast for the interior design market in the GCC 
which is expected to reach $5.2 billion by 2025.

This substantial growth is the result of many 
factors, including the region’s increasing popula-
tion, rising urbanisation, thriving construction 
and real estate sectors, and rising demand for 
sustainable and eco-friendly designs, which are 
driving innovation in this field.
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 By Guardian Reporter

 WITH almost three ties having al-
ready taken place in the Dar es Sa-
laam Cricket (DC) 50 Overs Division 
A’s League, Alaf Aces Cricket Club has 
turned into one of the showdown’s 
favourites.

The tournament’s Group A is led by 
Alaf Aces Cricket Club, which boasts 
wins in two out of three outings and 
a 1.3467 net run rate.

They opened their campaign with 
a 44-run win over Lions Cricket Club 
in a tie that took place in the city on 
February 19.

Caravans Cricket Club, also one of 
the top honour challengers, was Alaf 
Aces Cricket Club’s next victim, with 
the former suffering a five-wicket 
loss to the latter in a duel that took 
place on February 26.

Pacer, Ally Mpeka, starred for Alaf 
Aces Cricket Club when the club 
fielded, as the cricketer ran rings 
around Caravans Cricket Club’s bat-
ting lineup and claimed a six-wicket 
haul whilst giving away 38 runs in 9.1 
overs.

Zimbabwean cricketer, Aisah 
Chibanda, won the Man of the Match 
prize thanks to his impressive show-
ing at the crease during Alaf Aces 
Cricket Club’s innings, nailing 60 
runs not out.

Alaf Aces Cricket Club’s tie against 
the Gymkhana outfit, slated to take 
place at Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club (DGC) on March 19, was aban-
doned before the beginning of the 
second innings because of rain.

The Gymkhana squad had batted 
first in the scheduled 50-over clash 
and notched 185 runs all out in 40.3 
overs before the rain brought the 
game to a stop.

The Group A leader further has 
one of the most competent batting 
lineups, amassing 518 runs and leak-
ing 470 runs. 

Second-placed Caravans Cricket 
Club has posted a victory in two ties 
and a defeat in one to settle for the 
1.6342 net run rate. The outfit has 
posted 788 runs and given away 491 
runs.

Gupta Upanga SC- A, placed third 
in Group A, is also in the race for the 
silverware, as the club has notched 
454 runs and conceded 582 runs 
from two victories and one loss to re-
cord 0.1141 net run rate.

Lions Cricket Club, now occupy-
ing fourth place, has to showcase 
elements of a strong contender for 
the top honour as it has managed to 
notch 659 runs and conceded 639 
runs from victory in one clash and 
loss in two matches.

Bottom-placed Gymkhana Cricket 
Club has managed to post the -2.4045 
net run rate from four matches after 
losing three ties and the other clash 
was abandoned.

A seasoned challenger, Aga Khan 

SC, is enjoying the driver’s seat in 
Group B after collecting a 3.0938 net 
run rate from victory in three out of 
four fixtures, followed by second-
placed Pak Stars boasting a 5.6600 
net run rate.

Strikers Club, positioned third, has 
amassed a 0.4415 net run rate (401 
runs scored and 320 runs conceded) 
whereas Shree Kutchi Leva Patel 
Sports Centre (SKLPSC), now sitting 
fourth, has notched -2.3600.

TCA Combine languishes at the 
bottom of the table in Group B with-
out a victory in four ties- notching a 
-3.5744 net run rate. 

Alaf Aces Cricket Club is still rev-
eling in last season’s success, as the 
outfit lifted the 2022 GP Gymkhana 
Shield tournament title which took 
place at the Dar es Salaam Gymkhana 
Club (DGC), defeating Aga Khan SC 
by 23 runs in the final.

Winning the 2022 GP Gymkhana 
Shield tournament’s trophy turns out 
to be the most memorable achieve-
ment the club has had in recent years.

Alaf Aces Cricket Club’s quest for 
success in this showpiece was hugely 
boosted by its acquisition of gifted 
Zimbabwean all-rounders, Chibanda 
and Jeremiah Makanya. 

The duo had turned out for their 
country’s national U-19 squad which 
took part in the ICC U-19 Cricket 
World Cup in the past.

According to Alaf Aces Cricket 
Club’s founder and veteran cricketer, 
Azim Thakur, the outfit’s manage-
ment decided to play its trump card, 
which could have gone wrong, but 
the team was ready for the approach 
and had a very good opening pair 
throughout the showdown.

Alaf Aces Cricket Club brought the 
showdown to a close with a perfor-
mance akin to the outfit’s displays in 
its opening fixture.

With Aga Khan SC missing gifted 
all-rounder Arshaan Jassani, who 
has always been a threat to Alaf Aces 
Cricket Club when the two squads 
face each other in various competi-
tions, Alaf Aces Cricket Club made 
the most of the cricketer’s absence to 
tame their opponent.

Thakur said Alaf Aces Cricket 
Club’s skipper Mohammad Ali al-
lowed youthful cricketers, Hamza 
Ally and Ayoub Hamisi, who played 
very important roles.

The veteran cricketer pointed 
out that it is hardly easy to manage 
a team that is full of match-winners 
and, to Alaf Aces Cricket Club, it 
turned out to be the toughest feat to 
have accomplished.

Alaf Aces Cricket Club moreover 
has garnered a momentous boost 
off the pitch, given the club is lately 
sponsored by various stakeholders 
including ALAF Limited, TTT World-
wide, Street Cars, The Bowls, Gupta 
Auto, and Sunskist Bakery.
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City rivals’ balance changing towards 
Simba SC dominance again, with Baleke 

Alaf Aces cricketers all 
out to dominate 2023 
DC 50 Overs League  

By Correspondent John Kimbute

R
ECENT outcomes in 
this season’s NBC Pre-
mier League games 
show a marked uplift 

in the way in which the overly 
ambitious Simba SC is progress-
ing in its ability to score.

It is putting the well-guarded 
Premier League dominance 
by their archrivals across the 
street, Young Africans SC, also 
known as Yanga, in sheer jeop-
ardy.

Yanga led in points, seeming-
ly comfortable enough where 
they stood, their rivals enjoyed 
some scoring sprees more re-
cently.

As the soccer morning and 
midmorning reviews restarted 
after a long Easter weekend, a 
sort of debate was focusing on 
who is better, between Yanga’s 
Fiston Mayele and Simba SC’s 
Jean Baleke.

One caller appeared more 
convincing in an observation 
that the new Simba SC recruit 
was a more pointed finisher, 
while the now legendary Yanga 
forward was more comprehen-
sive in his abilities.

A counterargument that be-
ing ‘comprehensive’ has to in-
clude exceptional finishing abil-
ity changed nothing there.

There already appears to be 
some competition about those 
scoring sprees, as the Jangwani 
Street-based Yanga appeared 
to make a response in a match 
with Kagera Sugar, equalling 
the five-goal mark that their 
archrivals were spewing earlier.

It implies that the sides are 
more or less at par, and impres-
sions that the Msimbazi Street-
based Simba SC was gaining 
ground could no longer be dem-
onstrated.

In that sense, the coming ad-
vantage with Baleke would not 
elevate the side, if the other 
side, with Stephane Aziz Ki 

having regained sharpness like 
Simba SC’s Moses Phiri demon-
strated earlier.

The scoring spree over some 
Premier League sides was in-
dicative of the progress that the 
top sides had reached during 
their nerve-wracking exposure 
to respective continental en-
gagements.

That sort of additional train-
ing, listening even more in-
tensively to the coaches, had a 
way of paying dividends in the 
Premier League run as play-
ers become more adaptable to 
challenge.

The footballers have to tune 
themselves to play well against 
the best players on the con-
tinent, not African Nations 
Championship recruits but pro-
fessionals.

That means it is just as hard 
to predict at the moment as 
it was earlier but, without a 

doubt, there is a new factor in 
the game, namely a pointed 
striker who is almost always 
around to use what are usually 
rare opportunities.

It is unclear how this new ad-
dition has rekindled efforts on 
the part of either paling away 
strikers or those who have had 
furtive brushes with promi-
nence, like the second-level 
sharpshooters on both sides.

If the challenge is intense 
enough, either of them can rush 
to the top.

Another unknown quantity 
is the slowly restored Bernard 
Morrison, whom some of those 
on the sidelines had decided 
that the head coach does not 
need, as coaches often detest 
oversized egos on the lineup.

The Feisal Salum saga was, 
in a way, tied to the bonhomie 
treatment of the Ghanaian pro-
fessional, Morrison, wading 
his way through both city rival 
sides with a cavalier treatment 
of his lax attitude to team cohe-
sion, and field discipline.

The classy midfielder was 
solid as he stated his case for 
pay comparable to the profes-
sionals, factoring in the circum-
stances, and work input.

All that the pundits say is that 
there have been no tremors on 
either side owing to changes, 
especially on the Yanga lineup, 
whether or not Morrison is 
back and is capable of reaching 
his old renown.

Not much has been heard 
from the pundits as at any rate 
he is just trying to come back af-
ter a quarter of the year on the 
sidelines.

Their special addition to the 
club was Kennedy Musonda, 
the answer to Moses Phiri and 
now Jean Baleke becomes the 
answer to Fiston Mayele as if 
prearranged.

What the much-awaited pre-
African inter-club showdowns 
quarterfinals derby will bring 

up is who is a better side on ac-
count of strenuous exposure in 
the course of the grueling group 
stage series of encounters.

It is unquestionable that even 
the higher scoring that the two 
sides have demonstrated may 
have to do with this exposure, 
despite that modest perfor-
mance were at times noticed, 
even of late.

That is partly why some Jang-
wani Street club’s inclined pun-
dits were brushing aside the 
Baleke worry, based on either 
overall inconsistency or uncon-
vincing results for the attacker’s 
side taken together.

In that case, the newly re-
cruited Congolese international 
becomes a sharp source of wor-
ry for the Jangwani Street side 
just like other players on either 
side, but not quite a trump card, 
as the rival side pundits would 
like to believe.

How far that will still be the 
case in the now-approaching 
derby is a moot point, as the 
Congolese newcomer appears 
to have adopted the side’s pat-
tern of play with relative ease, 
and more so, is fairly consistent.

Outside Mayele, hardly any 
other forward has been as con-
sistent, even for a fairly short 
period of play as he was a short-
window recruit.

Owing to this consistency, 
and outside the capacities of 
the Yanga forward line, there is 
a chance that Baleke becomes 
the factor of difference in the 
next derby, despite that there 
were similar moments in the 
past.

Simba SC would be high up 
in the sky with CAF Champions 
League, at whatever stage, and 
consistently lose the next derby.

Nothing can be said of the 
next meet, but the recruit could 
shake things up the way only 
his countryman and rival know 
how not the Zambian pair.

Govt set to renovate seven Premier League stadiums
By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

THE government, through the 
Ministry of Culture, Arts, and 
Sports, has decided to renovate 
seven football stadiums after 
completing the facilities’ evalu-
ation.

According to the information 
provided by the Permanent Sec-
retary in the Ministry of Culture, 
Arts, and Sports Said Yakub, the 
stadiums are the ones that were 
allocated 10bn/- in the ministry’s 
budget for the year 2022/23.

Five of the stadiums are owned 
by Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) 
and others, Uhuru Stadium and 
Benjamin Mkapa Stadium, both 
located in Dar es Salaam, are 
owned by the government.

Yakub disclosed that after the 
funds were approved, the minis-

try found a consultant contrac-
tor, the Tanzania Real Estate 
Agency (TBA), who went around 
all facilities that are expected to 
be improved to see what needs 
to be done.

The Permanent Secretary 
pointed out: “The first stage of 
the renovation will focus on sev-
en stadiums in the cities, name-
ly Jamhuri (Dodoma), Sheikh 
Amri Abeid (Arusha), Sokoine 
(Mbeya), CCM Kirumba (Mwan-
za) and Mkwakwani (Tanga), but 
the renovation will also involve 
Uhuru and Benjamin Mkapa sta-
diums.”

“There are major improve-
ments to be made in these sta-
diums, some will have stands 
expanded, some will undergo 
improvement in changing 
rooms and some will undergo 

improvement on the pitches,” 
Yakub noted.

He said that the Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium will be reno-
vated by two contractors, one 
of whom will be a foreign expa-
triate, to give the facility a high 
status.

“Our stadium can currently be 
used in the CAF interclub cham-
pionship in which Simba SC and 
Yanga participate, but the Afri-
can Super League in which Sim-
ba SC has been selected to par-
ticipate cannot be used because 
it has low standards, so we want 
to make more improvements” 
Yakub noted.

Early last month, Prime Minis-
ter Kassim Majaliwa instructed 
the Ministry of Culture, Arts, and 
Sports to quickly start the reno-
vation of the Benjamin Mkapa 

Stadium to meet the criteria set 
by the Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) after the body 
had conducted an inspection 
recently.

He ordered so in Dar es Sa-
laam on March 1, 2023, when he 
visited to inspect the condition 
of the stadium after CAF asked 
for the facility’s renovation in 
some areas.

“So as long as CAF has given 
us a warning, it is time for us 
to make adjustments within the 
time they have given us,” the 
Permanent Secretary revealed.

The official pointed out: “We 
must start something and then 
let other procedures continue, 
I have come to tell you not to 
let this stadium be banned by 
CAF and force our teams to play 
away.”

Promising all-rounder Hamza Ally (R), now playing for TCA Combine in the 2023 Dar 
es Salaam Cricket (DC) 50 Overs Division A’s League, receives the Kiwingu Man of the 
Match prize from Tanzania Cricket Association (TCA) vice-chairman, Shaheed Dhanani, 
after the side took on  Shree Kutchi Leva Patel Sports Centre (SKLPSC) in the competi-
tion’s duel played recently. Ally is Alaf Aces Cricket Club’s cricketer roped in by the outfit 
before the beginning of this season. PHOTO: COURTESY OF ALAF ACES CRICKET CLUB

Dar es Salaam youths play a locally made football at Lumumba Street recently. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

Yanga’s goal-getter, Fiston Mayele, 
celebrates when he notched a goal 
against Simba SC in this season’s 
Community Shield tie that was 
played in Dar es Salaam on August 
13 last year. Yanga commanded 2-1 
win. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA



 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

YANGA head coach Nasreddine 
Nabi has poured praise on the outfit’s 
central defender, Ibrahim Abdallah, 
saying he is a role model for all play-
ers that are given a chance to play and 
directly make it to the starting eleven.

Abdallah, hailing from Zanzibar, has 
turned into a pearl at the Jangwani 
Street side and is lately often used by 
Nabi, playing alongside Bakari Mwam-
nyeto in 2022/23 NBC Premier League 
and 2022/23 CAF Confederation Cup 
matches.

The central defender, alias ‘Bacca’, 
has been at a go since he started to be 
trusted by coaches in Yanga.

The player’s progress has forced 
Nabi to ask his outfit’s players, as well 
as the rest in the league, to follow the 
defender’s approach.

Nabi pointed out that he wants to 
see all players fight and show compe-
tition for playing time, as is the case 
with Abdallah, to have a quality team 
on the pitch which will be efficiently 
beefed by quality footballers that start 
on the bench.

The tactician disclosed: “When 
there is competition in the team, 
it gives me a wide scope to choose 

which player to use in my first team 
for a particular match which is some-
thing good for any coach.”

“I enjoy the good level that Hamad 
has shown since I started believing 

in him and giving him the chance to 
play,” Nabi said.

“This is a lesson for my players that 
have not played much this season and 
all others who want to be better, that 

when you are given a chance, go use it 
as you will never have another chance 
to play,” Nabi noted.

“Since he entered the first team he 
has thrived until now, I remember he 
made a breakthrough at the Africa 
Confederation Cup group stage game 
against US Monastir at Benjamin Mka-
pa Stadium,” Nabi pointed out.

For some players at Yanga, the story 
might be different given they have 
failed to impress and break into the 
starting 11.

The footballers include the likes of 
winger Dickson Ambundo, attacker 
Chrispin Ngushi who is out nursing his 
injuries, and left-back David Bryson.

Last month, Abdallah got the 
chance to garner a call-up to Tanza-
nia’s senior national team, Taifa Stars, 
now coached by Belgo-Algerian Adel 
Amrouche.

The center-back managed to play in 
Taifa Stars’ 2023 AFCON qualification 
matches against Uganda.

Abdallah was instrumental in the 
Tanzania squad’s 1-0 victory over 
Uganda in Ismailia, Egypt and he 
thereafter took part in the team’s 1-0 
defeat to Uganda at the Benjamin 
Mkapa Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

 

the substitutes’ bench while 
under-fire Kenyan defend-
er, Joash Onyango, will re-
tain his spot in the defense.

Shomari Kapombe and 
Mohamed Hussein are also 
likely to start at fullback. 
However, as local foot-
ball supporters have seen, 
Robertinho occasionally 
likes to throw a curveball in 
the big games.

The good news is that if 
he wants to make an adjust-
ment he finally has a full 
squad to choose from.

Israel Patrick and Gadiel 
Michael started against 
Ihefu SC and are available 
as options. In midfield, Sa-
dio Kanoute will return to 
action after his three-match 

rest.
As one of the most used 

players this season, the Ma-
lian midfielder was rested 
against Morocco’s Raja Cas-
ablanca in this season’s CAF 
Champions League Group 
C clash and the subsequent 
back-to-back matches 
against Ihefu SC.

“Kanoute is not sick, he 
did not appear in the sec-
ond leg of the CAF Cham-
pions League against Raja 
Casablanca, he did not ap-
pear in the quarterfinal 
against Ihefu SC and in the 
league as well, but he is 
fit and ready for Sunday,”  
Simba SC Information and 
Communication manager, 
Ahmed Ally, confirmed.

Robertinho will come 
face to face with Yanga’s 
head coach Nasreddine 
Nabi for the first time this 
weekend, as Simba SC and 
Yanga take part in the most 
eagerly awaited fixture in 
Tanzania’s football calen-
dar. 

Msimbazi Street-based 
Simba SC, also nicknamed 
‘Msimbazi Reds’, comes 
into the match with an 
18-game unbeaten run in 
the 2022/23 NBC Premier 
League while Yanga is on an 
even more impressive re-
cord of 12 successive league 
victories.

The Brazilian coach will 
be taking charge in the ‘Dar 
derby’ for the first time 

since his January appoint-
ment.

Simba SC has not tasted 
a league victory against 
Yanga since February 2019 
when the former won 1-0.

That said, reigning league 
champions Yanga has al-
ready beaten Simba SC once 
this season- in the Commu-
nity Shield- and drawn once 
in the league.

With an eight-point ad-
vantage over their second-
placed rivals Simba SC, 
league leaders Yanga only 
need two more wins in the 
remaining five games to 
confirm their title defense 
and a record-extending 
29th Premier League crown.

Dominant Madrid earn 
solid lead on Chelsea in 
Champions League

Simba SC reports clean bill of 
health ahead of Dar derby 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Yanga’s head coach pours praise on ace defender 

 By Correspondent Michael 

Mwebe

S
IMBA SC has a fully-
fit squad available 
for Sunday’s NBC 
Premier League 

clash against Young Africans 
SC, alias Yanga, slated to take 
place at the Benjamin Mkapa 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam.

With center-back Henock 
Inonga and goalkeeper Aishi 
Manula now available after 
missing out Monday’s 2-0 vic-
tory over Ihefu SC, Simba SC 
has no players in the treat-
ment room for the second 
‘Dar derby’ of the season.

After making six changes 
for the win over Ihefu SC, 
Simba SC’s head coach Ro-
berto Oliveira ‘Robertinho’ is 
again likely to shuffle his pack 
as his squad looks to derail 
Yanga’s league title corona-
tion.

Manula, who had a shoul-
der problem, is now expected 
to return between the posts 
after third-choice goalkeeper, 
Ally Salim, was entrusted for 
the first time in the match 
against Ihefu SC.

With Inonga fit again, Ken-
nedy Juma will drop down to 

 JOHANNESBURG

THE Council of Southern Africa Football Associa-
tions (COSAFA)’s two remaining African club compe-
tition representatives learnt their fate for the rest of 
this season when the draw for the last stages of the 
African Champions League and African Confederation 
Cup was conducted in Cairo last week.

In the CAF Champions League, South Africa’s Mam-
elodi Sundowns will next be up against Chabab Belou-
zidad of Algeria in the last eight and then on course for 
a semi-final showdown against either holders Wydad 
Casablanca of Morocco or Tanzania’s Simba SC.

Chabab Belouizdad finished one point behind Espe-
rance in Group D but above Egypt’s Zamalek and are 
leading the Algerian league standings by four points.

They were in the same group with Sundowns two 
seasons ago when the Brazilians won 5-1 away in a 
match hosted in Tanzania during the COVID-19 pan-
demic when Algeria were not allowing other Africans 
into their country and Belouizdad were forced to 
move the game to Dar es Salaam.

The return match in Pretoria came after Sundowns 
had already booked a quarterfinal slot and saw Be-
louizdad win 2-0 in Pretoria.

The club recently celebrated its 60th anniversary, 
having being formed just after Algerian independence, 
and are reigning Algeria champions.

Last season’s success was their ninth overall title – 
including the last three in a row — but they have only 
ever got as far as the semi-final in continental club 
competition, in the old Africa Cup Winners’ Cup in 
1996.

South African side Marumo Gallants were drawn in 
CAF Confederation Cup quarterfinal against Pyramids 
FC of Egypt.

The Cairo club are one of the richest clubs in Af-
rica, set up and financed by Saudi billionaire Turki 
Al-Sheikh, who now owns La Liga outfit, Almeria, and 
have challenged the duopoly of Al Ahly and Zamalek 
in Egyptian club football.

In the last four seasons they have finished third 
three times in a row and last campaign were runners-
up in the Egyptian league.

This season they are in third place again with some 
nine games left to play in the league.

Pyramids FC, who have the Portuguese Jaime Pa-
checo as their coach, were CAF Confederation Cup 
runners-up in the COVID-19 pandemic-hit 2020 tour-
nament when they lost 1-0 to Morocco’s Renaissance 
Berkane in the final.

Gallants go away for the quarterfinal first leg on 
April 23 and host the return leg on April 30.

If they advance to the semi-finals slated to take place 
in May, they will play either Nigeria’s Rivers United 
or Tanzania’s Young Africans SC, alias Yanga, – again 
away in the first leg and then home for the return.

 
AGENCIES

Remaining COSAFA 
clubs take aim at 
2022/23 CAF inter-
club tournaments

Simba SC footballers participate in a warm-up before the kick-off of a 2022/23 NBC Premier League tie that saw the side come up against 
Ihefu SC in Mbeya on Monday. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

Yanga’s central defender,  Ibrahim Abdallah.  PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA
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