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Wednesday 27 November 2019

BUSINESS

By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

TRADE and Development Bank Presi-dent, Dr Admassu Tadesse has hinted that the regional inancier will soon released another multi-billion shillings concessional loan to Tanzania to inance its ongoing mega infrastructure projects.Dr Tadesse said in the new capital on Tuesday evening after meeting with Minister for Finance and Economic Plan-ning, Dr Philip Mpango that the Nairobi based regional bank (formerly known as PTA Bank), has conidence in President John Magufuli’s administration hence a new round of loan is on its way.
“Tanzania’s economy continues to perform better which encourages us to support the growth trajectory with fund-ing targeting major infrastructure pro-jects,” Dr Tadesse noted. TDB gave the country a U$1 billion soft loan earlier this year to back construction of the ongo-ing standard gauge railway from Dar es Salaam to Mwanza which is already ap-proaching Dodoma.

He said the funding will also help im-

plement a hydro-electric power project along River Ruhudji in Njombe region. “We will soon release more funding to Tanzania because we are encouraged by the progress being made,” he added.Speaking after his meeting with the TDB President, Dr Mpango said the regional inancier has been a good development partner for the country thanks to its soft loans. “In addition to the U$1 billion that we received in August this year, we expect to get another U$300 million,” Dr Mpango said.
He said the new loan will inance con-struction work of SGR along the Central Railway Line but also inance the Njombe and other power projects as the country gears towards becoming energy self suf-icient. Permanent Secretary at Ministry of Energy, Dr Hamis Mwinyimvua said the TDB’s loan will help bridge the gap of U$460.2 million Ruhudji power project with capacity of 358 megawatts. “Of the amount, U$407 million will be spent on buying and installing generation equip-ment while U$53 million will go towards construction of 170 kilometres of trans-

Trade & Development 
Bank chief hints about 
Tanzania getting loan

BORROWING 

mission lines,” Dr Mwinyimvua stated while stressing that the government’s target is to generate 10,000MW of power 

by 2025. Tanzania Railways Limited’s CEO, Masanja Kadogosa said construc-tion work of the Dar es Salaam to Moro-

goro SGR line has reached 72 percent. He thanked TDB for showing willingness to provide funding to cover construction 

of the SGR line from Mwanza to Isaka.Tanzania is one of the 31 TDB sharehold-ers with 8.33 percent of shares. 

Finance and Economic Planning minister, Dr Philip Mpango (2nd R) welcome Trade and Development Bank President Dr Admassu Tadesse when the letter  arrived in Dodoma earlier 

this week for talks on the financing of the government’s mega infrastructure projects. Right is Treasury Permanent Secretary, Dotto James. Photo courtesy of Finance Ministry.

NAIROBI

AAR Healthcare businesses are among those targeted by the International Finance Corporation (IFC) in its ive-year investment plan, which will see it buy signiicant stakes in health facilities in Kenya and Tanzania.IFC, through its recently formed Hospital Holdings Investment (HHI), said it had joined hands with private investors to raise Sh11.5 billion to complete the buyouts. “HHI is ex-pected to grow services in East and Southern Africa from one hospital and 35 clinics to ive hospitals and 52 clinics, serving up to 1.8 million patients annually over the next ive years,” the IFC said. “This will be achieved both by building new facilities and acquiring existing health care assets.”
IFC’s chief operating oicer, Stephanie von Friedeburg, said private investment in the health sector in Africa was a key strategy for competitiveness and access to quality and afordable healthcare. “Access to quality and afordable healthcare is essential for build-ing the human capital that economies need to promote growth,” said Ms Friedeburg on the sidelines of the Investment for Africa Fo-rum in Cairo.

Last year, HHI iled its interest with Tan-zania’s Fair Competition Commission to ac-quire a majority stake in AAR Healthcare (T) Limited which operates eight clinics, supply-ing consultation, laboratory, pharmacy and basic radiology two services. In August this year, HHI also iled its intention to increase its stake in AAR Healthcare Holdings (Kenya) to 54.237 percent with the Competition Au-thority of Kenya.
IFC’s foray into private healthcare has also attracted funding from the European devel-opment inance organisations -- Swedfund, Proparco, Finnfund and IFU, Danish Invest-ment Fund for Developing countries. IFC is the largest multilateral investor in health care in developing countries, with invest-

ments in over 200 projects in the past two decades totalling Sh430 billion.The statement said IFC had since mobi-

lised Sh4.32 billion from other investors for the HHI project. The fund, which also counts Pizer, African Development Bank and Euro-

IFC eyes Kenya, Tanzania clinics in Sh11.5bn investment plan

MAPUTO
The Mozambican government has amend-ed its case against the bank Credit Suisse, de-claring that the bank should bear full respon-sibility for paying what have become known as Mozambique’s “hidden debts”, reports Monday’s issue of the independent newssheet “Carta de Mocambique.”

The term refers to the loans for over two billion US dollars that three fraudulent, secu-rity-related companies, Proindicus, Ematum (Mozambique Tuna Company) and MAM (Mo-zambique Asset Management) obtained from Credit Suisse and VTB of Russia, on the basis of illicit loan guarantees issued by the govern-ment of the day, under the then President, Ar-

mando Guebuza.
Mozambique is taking action in the London courts against the Abu Dhabi-based group Privinvest, which became the sole contractor for the three companies, against Credit Suisse and against the former Credit Suisse bankers Andrew Pearse, Detelvina Subeva and Surjan Singh who were closely involved in arranging the loans.

Pearse, Subeva and Singh confessed to a New York court that they had taken bribes from Privinvest sales executive Jean Boustani. Pearse and Singh were key prosecution wit-nesses in the trial of Boustani, which ended on Friday.
Mozambique is represented in the London 

case by Joe Smouha (of Essex Court Cham-bers) and Scott Ralston and Ryan Ferro (of 3VB). They are being instructed by Keith Oli-ver, of Peters and Peters LLP, a leading British law irm which the Attorney-General’s Oice (PGR) has chosen to represent the Mozam-bican state.
The new prosecution argument, depos-ited with the court on 19 August, and now made public, directly accuses Credit Suisse, demanding that it be held responsible for the entire debt. That would mean annulling the loan of 622 million dollars to Proindicus. In addition Credit Suisse should pay part of the 540 million dollar loans to MAM and the 850 million bond issue to Ematum.

The Mozambican case is that the loans to the three companies were just a scheme to extract bribes and kickbacks of about 200 million dollars. This argument clearly bor-rows heavily from the investigation by the US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) into Boustani and his co-conspirators.The lawyers hired by the PGR argued that “the entire debt was no more than a vehicle for the enrichment of the accused at the cost of the Republic of Mozambique.” As for the loan guarantees signed by the then Minister of Finance, Manuel Chang, the lawyers pointed out that Chang had no power to sign the guar-antees. Hence they were illegal and unconsti-tutional, in terms of Mozambican law.

Mozambique steps up its case against Credit Suisse

By Beatrice Philemon

TWELVE South Korean digital technology land map-ping and designing companies are in the country show-casing their products to lure local customers.The Korean geospatial information technology com-panies will be in the country for two days during which they will go on a road-show to show their advanced technology land mapping physical features data collec-tion mechanisms.
Speaking in Dar es Salaam yesterday, the Korean Min-istry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport’s Deputy Director, Jeryong  Ryu said their interest is also to part-ner with local peers in delivering geospatial technology services.

“We are in Tanzania to share our latest technologies and experiences with government agencies so that we can work together to digitize their work similar to what we have done in our country which leads to rapid growth of the spatial information sector,” Ryu said.He said the meeting and road-show will allow Ko-rean companies get an opportunity to showcase the advanced technologies relating to spatial information technology which can enable Tanzania’s mapping and feature data collection system to be digitized.“Digitization will help staff to complete their work in less time, have a proper data on land demarcation and other issues and provide services to the public on time,” he noted.
On his part, South Korean Ambassador to Tanzania, Tae-Ick Cho said currently South Korea is notable global-ly is as far as information technology is concerned. “Right now we are competing with major industrialized econo-mies in the world because we have trained our people in advanced modern technologies who are also innovative,” said Cho.

He advised the government and private sector to invest heavily in information technology saying training of hu-man resources remains an important aspect if innovation is to prosper and contribute to growth of the economy.“I hope the advanced technologies that South Korean companies bring to Tanzania will be useful and enable the country succeed economically,” Cho noted while pledging further support if need arises in the IT industry.Speaking at the meeting, Project Coordinator for the Land Data Infrastructure project at Ministry of Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development, Dr Eric Mwaikambo said the advanced technology that Korean companies have introduced will help the government and its institutions to digitize all land related activities to speed up development.
Elaborating on the current status of Tanzania Na-tional Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI, Dr Mwaikambo noted that efforts to develop the NSDI started in 2003 but that the main challenge being faced is lack of  finan-cial resources and formal  mandate to coordinate  NSDI development activities .

“So far as the Ministry, we are pushing for NSDI poli-cy budget, land policy to be effected,” he noted saying that although no formal NSDI exists, there are several Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) components in place already including a new geodetic control network for Tanzania.

COLLABORATION 

S. Korean land mapping, 
designing irms hunt for 
consumers in Tanzania

INVESTMENT 

PROSECUTION 

pean Investment Bank as its backers, has investments in healthcare provid-er AAR Group.

IFC’s chief operating officer, Stephanie von Friedeburg, speaks at a past event. 
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Oxfam supports Shinyanga sisal farmers 
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Women with disabilities in leadership posts 

National Pg 4
AfDB believes in women - Dr Adesina 

By Guardian Reporter

MORE women are venturing into 
commercial agriculture, on the basis 
of data from the key sector lender—the 
Tanzania Agricultural Development Bank 
(TAB).

In an interview aired by on a televised 
programme, TAB Managing Director 
Japhet Justine r(pictured) evealed that 30 
per cent of the bank’s 1.7 million customers 
are women engaged in commercial 
agriculture and agro-based sub-sectors 
like livestock keeping and fishing. 

Women have traditionally engaged in 
agriculture but mostly at subsistence level 

‘More women
start projects 
in commercial
agro-industry’
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By Guardian Reporter

RESEARCH carried out in Tanzania has 
suggested “feasible, popular, cost-effective and 
time saving” ways to eliminate neglected tropical 
diseases (NTDs).

Conducted by scientists from Washington 
State University’s Paul G. Allen School for Global 
Animal Health, the study sought to find out the 
level of effectiveness of treating human and 
animal populations at the same time.

The researchers pitched clinic camps on 
school grounds and embarked on treatment of 
roundworm infections in humans alongside dog 
vaccinations meant to eliminate rabies in 24 

villages.
Dubbed ‘One Health,’ researchers said it could 

play an important role in the World Health 
Organization’s global campaign to vastly diminish 
the burden of NTDs by 2030.

Eight villages were provided clinics to treat 
roundworm, while eight were provided clinics to 
vaccinate against rabies in dogs, and eight others 
were provided with integrated clinics to do both at 
the same time.

The integrated health clinics saw 91.5 per cent 
of households per village receive roundworm 
treatment, while 82.5 per cent of households 

“The major problem with the Saccos is failure to 
properly keep books of accounts, while members 
fail to pay back in time loans advanced to them. 
There are also delays in submitting members’ 
deductions” 

Minister tasks 
PCCB to work 
on co-op fraud

Dividends: Four institutions 
write cheques for 2.75 billion/-
By Guardian Reporter

ONE day after President John Magufuli issued 
a 60-day ultimatum to boards of director and 
managements of parastatals and other institutions 
to pay dividends, four entities have written 
cheques to the Treasury, totaling 2.75bn/-.

A statement released by the Ministry of Finance 
and Planning yesterday said the institutions made 
the payments on Monday, one day after the Head 
of State warned that after two months elapse, 
boards of directors of entities that have not paid 
will be dissolved.

 The institutions that wrote the cheques include 
the Tanzania Investment Centre (TIC) that has 
given 1.2bn/-, the Tanzania Railways Corporation 
(1bn/-), Tanzania Posts Corporation (350m/-) and 
SELF-Microfinance (200m/-) making a total sum of 
2.75bn/- in dividends received by the government.

TURN TO PAGE 2

Institutions that are 100 percent owned by the 
government and those in which the government 
has shares are required to give the state parts of 
their earnings as dividends and other contributions 
payable to the Government Consolidated Fund.

On Sunday President Magufuli received dividends 
and various contributions totaling 1.05tr/- from 79 
companies, parastatals and other institutions out 
of 266 which were required to issue dividends and 
contributions, while 187 failed to do so.

The decision by the four institutions to give 
dividends has pushed up the total to 1.325trn/- while 
183 institutions face the prospect of dissolution of 
the boards of directors and management teams.

Speaking at State House Chamwino on Sunday 
during a ceremony where he received dividend 
cheques from the 79 entities, President Magufuli 
said the government has invested a total of 56trn/- 

Study supports popular 
ways to combat NTDs
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

AGRICULTURE minister Japhet Hasunga 
has tasked the Prevention and Combating 
of Corruption Bureau (PCCB) to investigate 
embezzlement of 124.05bn/- unveiled in the 
2018/2019 cooperative unions audit report.

Hasunga said here yesterday that the 
government had directed the Cooperative 
Audit and Supervision Corporation 
(COASCO) to audit all registered cooperative 
unions for the 2018/2019 financial year.

There are 11,410 registered cooperatives 
and of that number active cooperatives are 
6,463 and 2,844 are inactive ones, while 
those that cannot be traced are 2,103l units. 

The minister said that until June 
30th2019, COASCO had audited 4,313 
cooperatives, equivalent to 102.63 percent 
of the government target to audit 4,300 

Dr Syedna Mufaddal Saifuddin (2nd-L), Spiritual head of the world Dawoodi Bohra Community, is welcomed by Dar es Salaam regional Sheikh Alhad 
Mussa Salum (2nd-R) on arrival at Dar es Salaam’s Julius Nyerere International Airport yesterday to mark Nabi Miladun and celebrate his own birthday. 
Photo: Guardian Correspondent

cooperatives.
 “I am handing over to PCCB the list of 

cooperatives with an adverse opinion 
report. We have discovered gross 
embezzlement of public funds and we are 
going to deal with the cooperative boards.”

The missing monies should be traced 
and returned to members, the minister 
intoned.

He stated that out of the 4,423 audited 
cooperatives, 303 cooperatives (6.87 
percent) received a clean opinion, 2,378 
cooperatives (53.89 percent) received 
doubtful opinion and 879 cooperatives 
(19.32 percent) received adverse opinion 
reports.

Out of 38 secondary cooperatives, 
four received clean opinion reports, 22 
received doubtful opinion reports and 
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in the companies which must remit 
returns to the government or their 

leaders leave office.
The president said that it is 

unacceptable that parastatals with 

boards of directors and chief executive 
officers and a host of experts who are 
paid handsomely, operate on losses.

He vowed that after the two months, 
no heads of loss-making parastatals 
will keep their jobs.

Dividends: Four institutions write cheques for 2.75bn/- 
FROM PAGE 1

nine received adverse opinion reports.
 The apex cooperative – Shirikisho-

TFC received a clean opinion report 
including money in the bank (1.53bn/-
) that was not accounted for and not 
shown in its accounts reports.

As to Agricultural Marketing 
Cooperative Societies (AMCOS) 
Hasunga said out of the 2,710 societies 
that were audited, 15 received clean 
reports, 1,347 received doubtful 
reports, 599 received unsatisfactory 
reports and 749 societies received 
adverse opinion reports.

“The main problems with AMCOS 
is failure to keep books of accounts, 
many payments had no supporting 
documents, poor accounting control 
and officials not being professional and 
diligent enough,” he affirmed.

On the Savings and Credit 
Cooperative Societies (Saccos), he said 
out of 1,448 Saccos that were audited, 
261 received clean opinion reports, 887 
received doubtful reports, 218 received 
unsatisfactory reports and 82 received 
adverse reports.

“The major problem with the Saccos 
is failure to properly keep books of 
accounts, while members fail to pay 
back in time loans advanced to them. 
There are also delays in submitting 
members’ deductions,” the minister 
noted.

Hasunga said during normal auditing 
for the year in question the money 
that was suspiciously expended or 
embezzled was 87.6bn/-, while loss 

incurred due to negligence was 
22.8bn/- and outright theft was 2.8bn/-.

However, during the special audit 
conducted by COASCO, the money 
that was suspiciously embezzled was 
put at 6.2bn/-, with loss incurred due 
to negligence standing at 2.6bn/- and 
outright theft 1.7bn/-, hence total 
money embezzled was 124.05bn/-.

He said a total of 682 cooperatives 
refused to submit books of accounts 
for auditing. 

Speaking shortly after receiving 
the audit report, PCCB Director Brig. 
Gen John Mbungo said the bureau 
has the authority to deal with issues 
of embezzlement, calling upon all 
those involved to start paying back the 
money or legal action will be unleashed 
against them.

“We will conduct thorough 
investigations and we’ll leave no 
stone unturned. All those involved in 
embezzlement should be cautioned of 
the consequences awaiting them,” the 
PCCB executive underlined.

Meanwhile, the chairman of the 
Cooperative Union of Tanzania (CUT) 
Dr Titus Kamani said the cooperatives 
commission will offer full cooperation 
to ensure appropriate steps are taken 
against the perpetrators.

FROM PAGE 1

Minister tasks PCCB to 
work on co-ops’ fraud

attended clinics where roundworm 
treatments were provided alone.

For rabies vaccinations, the 
integrated health clinics saw 86.5 
per cent of households participate, 
compared to 90 per cent of households 
when rabies vaccinations were offered 
alone. During focus group discussions 
with clinic attendees, 85 percent said 
the integrated clinics result in “two for 
one” health treatments.

In addition to reducing time for those 
who would have to travel to two health 
clinics, there were significant cost 
savings by combining interventions for 
both diseases.

“Integrated health clinics cut 
transportation and publicity costs, 
lowering the cost of a deworming 
dose by an average of 12 US cents and 
the cost of a rabies vaccination by an 

average of 66 US cents,” says the report 
now published by BMC Public Health.

By positioning the clinics outside of 
school grounds and offering treatment 
to the whole community rather than 
just children attending primary school, 
the study was also able to reach 
thousands of people, outside of the 7 
to 13-year-old age range, who would 
have otherwise not been vaccinated 
by Tanzania’s National Schools 
Deworming Programme.

“We need novel, cost-effective and 
complementary control strategies to 
try to tackle these neglected tropical 
diseases,” Lankester said. “This study 
is important because it shows a One 
Health approach can reduce costs and 
reach more people.”

The Washington State University’s 
study was funded by the Grand 
Challenges Award Programme of the 
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
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Study supports popular 
ways to combat NTDs

and not commercial ventures.   
He said the lender does not only 

provide loans but invests in skills and 
research aimed at developing value 
chains for agricultural products.

As a strategic institution, the lender 
operates on financial terms that are 
different from other banks, he said.  

“TADB is focused on projects: the 
credit applicant must say how it is 
going to affect the community,” he 
stated, elaborating that the loan one 
takes should have a positive impact on 
the people around the project area.

In the case of an irrigation system, 
one has to show us how the farmers 
around the project will benefit and if 
it is a cattle slaughterhouse, then the 

keepers around the place must benefit 
from the factory, he further explained. 

The bank was established by the 
government in 2015 as a strategic 
policy bank with the aim of improving 
and developing agriculture and 
encouraging other financial institutions 
to lend more money to address 
barriers to agricultural growth and the 
well-being of farmers. It began to offer 
credit services in 2017.

Justine said TADB gives long and 
medium term loans and offers credits 
of up to 15 years, which allows the 
lender to finance large and sustainable 
projects.

FAO defines the term agriculture 
broadly, starting with crops, while 
fishing is an important part of 

agriculture, he remarked, noting that 
TADB includes livestock and dairy 
industry, apart from forestry and its 
products. 

 “At present TADB is focused on crop 
agriculture, fisheries and livestock, 
while forests will become part of our 
intervention in the future.”

As to changes the bank has made 
since its inception, the director said it 
was firstly the perception of agriculture 
as a peasant and backward activity to 
make it look commercially viable. 

“By investing in research and 
exploring opportunities available 
in the sector, we have been able to 
convince other banks and financial 
sector stakeholders  of interest in giving 
agriculture more importance and 

allocating more funds in agricultural 
projects,” he said.

Currently only eight out of 100 
loans go to agro-based projects but 
TADB wishes to bring this number to 
15 projects out of 100 in five years, he 
declared

Until October 2019 total loans issued 
by the lender stood at 147.02bn/- which 
was an increase of 62.46bn/- from the 
84.56bn/- issued as of 31 December 
2018 ,  making it a 73.86 per cent 
increase.

“The agricultural revolution must be 
linked to the industrial sector, which 
we are working on very well, as so far 
we have developed 12 factories,” he 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

‘More women start projects 
in commercial agro-industry’

Tanzania Agricultural Bank managing director Japhet Justine (L) fields questions from Radio One/ITV director Deogratius Rweyunga during an interview on the 
station’s weekly ‘Dakika 45’ (45 Minutes) programme aired on Monday. Photo courtesy of ITV/Radio One 

Finance and Planning minister Dr Philip Mpango (2nd-L) receives a dummy cheque for 1.0bn/- in dividend to the government from Tanzania Railways Corporation 
director general Masanja Kadogosa (R) in Dodoma yesterday.  Looking on are the ministry’s Permanent Secretary, Doto James (L), and Treasury Registrar Athumani 
Mbuttuka. Photo: Correspondent Ibrahim Joseph 

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT John Magufuli 
has directed security organs to 
immediately take measures against all 
people who allegedly imported fake 
visa stickers worth 1.4bn/- thus denying 
the government its revenues.

He wanted the Commissioner 
General of Immigration Services to 
closely probe officials who have been 
colluding in producing the fake visa 
stickers.  

He issued the directive on Monday 
in Dodoma when commissioning the 
construction of the Tanzania People’s 
Defense Force (TPDF) headquarters.

“There is a network of people who 
produce fake visa stickers and import 
them thus denying the government 
billions of revenues,” he said.

Meanwhile, president Magufuli 
reminded officials from the Home 
Affairs Ministry to ensure they use 
prisoners in implementing various 
projects.

“I have said about this several times 
but it seems there are still some people 
including form Home Affairs ministry 
who are yet to understand me…It is 
shame to use our soldiers from TPDF in 

the projects while we have prisoners to 
do so,” he said.

On the construction of the 
immigration department building, 
President Magufuli ordered the 
department’s commissioner and 
ministry to review the expenses of the 
project.

“I was shocked to see that a CCTV 
camera will cost 8bn/-, this is too 
expensive. So I want the officials to 
review the whole building expenses 
and ensure that it doesn’t exceed 
20bn/-,” he said.

Deputy Minister for Home Affairs, 
Hamad Masauni said that the ministry 
has already taken ethical measures to 
34 officials in the department.

Earlier, the Commissioner General 
of the Immigration Department, Dr 
Anna Makakala said the government 
issued 10bn/- for the construction of 
the department’s offices in Dodoma.

“President Magufuli ordered us to 
construct a modern building with 
national and international standards. 
The eight floors building is expected 
to be completed on November 27, 
2020,” she said. She noted that the 
project’s implementation has reached 
20 percent.

JPM orders probe 
of officials allegedly
involved in issuing 
fake visa stickers 

“We will conduct thorough 
investigations and we’ll leave 
no stone unturned. All those 
involved in embezzlement 
should be cautioned of the 
consequences awaiting them”
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Tanzania Commission for AIDS (Tacaids) executive director Dr Leonard Maboko (L) makes a point during an interview with EATV/East Africa Radio presenter Sam-
son Charles in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. He outlined the efforts the commission has been making to rein in HIV infections in various groups in the country, 
notably young people, ahead of the commemoration of World AIDS Day – December 1. Photo courtesy of EATV/East Africa Radio

By Marc Nkwame, Arusha

The spread of epilepsy causing 
tapeworms, whose infections are said 
to lead to among other things, death, is 
reported to be more acute in southern 
and northern parts of Tanzania and 
becoming a health time-bomb in Africa 
as a whole.

The Deputy Minister for Health, Dr 
Faustine Ndugulile, said here yesterday 
that taeniasolium, the tapeworm 
bacteria, is widespread in Songwe, 
Mbeya, Ruvuma and Manyara regions 
where residents are known for keeping 
pigs, despite that they roam about 
freely.

He was addressing a scientific 
conference under the auspices of 
‘Cystinet Africa’ to examine taeniosis 
and cysticercosis infections on the 
continent and the way forward in pig 
farming so that the animals no longer 
continue to host and spread the deadly 
worms. The conference is attended 
by officials of the German Ministry of 
Education and Research (BMBF), the 
aid organisation Deutsche Gesellschaft 
fur InternationaleZusammenarbeit 
(GIZ), World Health Organization 
(WHO), Cysticercosis Working Group 
of Southern Africa (CGWESA) as well as 
CYSTNET Europe.

Among keynote speakers are 
scientists and researchers from 
Africa, the United States, Canada, 
Europe, Peru and Australia. Also, there 
are presenters from Africa project 
principal investigators from Zambia, 
Mozambique, Tanzania and Germany.

It was observed that Taeniasolium 
Cysticercosis is one among infectious 
zoonotic diseases of global public 
health concern, with its persistence 
being related to poverty and ignorance.

“It causes considerable health, social 
and economic problems in endemic 
countries including Tanzania,” 
observed the National Institute of 
Medical Research (NIMR) director 
general, Prof Yunus Mgaya.

The disease not only cause 
epilepsy, dementia and even death 
among humans but it affects animal 
husbandry by making pork unsafe for 
human consumption, thus reducing 

the market for pigs and related swine 
products. Cystercosis is a leading 
preventable cause of deaths and 
disabilities from food-borne diseases 
in endemic countries, while from 
medical point of view, Teaniasolium-
cysticercosis has been proven to be 
associated with occurrence of epilepsy.

Prof Andrea Winkler from Germany 
lauded Tanzania for adopting the 
‘One Health’ approach, which involves 
joint efforts and collaboration of 
veterinarians, medical doctors and 
agricultural extension officers.

“The initiative brings medical issues 
concerning humans, animals and 
environment onto a single platform 
made up of the joint efforts and 
collaboration of veterinarians, medical 
doctors, agricultural extension officers, 
researchers and relevant governmental 
agencies. The idea is to find sustainable 
solutions for prevention, control 
and elimination of zoonotic diseases 
including teaniasolium-cysticercosis,” 
she said.

Tanzania acknowledges enormous 
financial and technical support 
provided by Germany through BMBF 
in this direction, he stated. Cystinet-
Africa is a network that draws members 
which include research institutions 
and universities from the three African 
countries and Germany.

Research projects are conducted 
under the Sokoine University of 
Agriculture (SUA) and NIMR in 
Tanzania, the University of Zambia 
in Lusaka, and Eduardo Mondlane 
University in Maputo. 

There are also two partner 
institutions at the Technical University 
of Munich in Germany. 

SUA and NIMR acknowledged 
financial support provided by BMBF 
to facilitate advanced interdisciplinary 
research on poverty-related and 
neglected diseases.

The funding initiative also aims 
at increasing the capacity of North-
South and South-South research 
collaborations to produce locally 
relevant and useful research 
contributing to achieving the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
especially Goal 3.

By Guardian Correspondent, Dodoma

THE President of the Eastern 
and Southern Africa Trade and 
Development Bank (TDB), Dr Admassu 
Tadesse, has pledged to continue 
cooperating with Tanzania in providing 
soft loans for implementation of 
strategic development projects.

He gave the pledge in Dodoma during 
his meeting with the Finance and 
Planning Minister Dr Philip Mpango 
when the two discussed various issues 
of cooperation between TDB and 
Tanzanian government.

Dr Tadesse said since the country’s 
economy is robust, the bank will 
continue providing loans for various 
projects including the construction of 
the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) and 
the Julius Nyerere Hydropower Project 
along Rufiji River.

He said in the last few months TDB 
provided Tanzania with US $ 1 billion 
soft loan for implementing various 

priority projects and that the bank will 
soon provide the country with another 
huge loan.

Dr Mpango said TDB has been an 
important stakeholder in the country’s 
development and that in addition 
to the US $ 1 billion received by the 
government in August this year the 
government expects to receive another 
US $ 300 million loan.

He said the monies will be channeled 
to the SGR project including other 
power generating projects across the 
country to enable the country increase 
industrial production from sufficient 
electric power.

Speaking at the meeting, Permanent 
Secretary in the Ministry of Energy 
and Minerals, Dr Hamis Mwinyimvua 
said he is happy TDB has shown its 
willingness to provide loans for the 
358 MW Julius Nyerere Hydropower 
Project along Rufiji River.

The cost for the Julius Nyerere 
Hydropower Project along Rufiji River 
is US $ 460.2 million out of which 
US $ 407 million is for the power 
generating plants and US $ 53 million 
for construction of 170 km power 
transmission lines. 

He said the government aims to 
generate 10,000 MW by 2025 and that 

the implementation of this project will 
assist in attaining that capacity. 

The Managing Director of Tanzania 
Railways Corporation (TRC) Masanja 
Kadogosa told the TDB boss that 
construction of Dar es Salaam-
Morogoro stretch of the SGR is 72 
percent complete and thanked the 
bank for its readiness to provide funds 
for the construction of Mwanza-Isaka 
stretch.

Tanzania is among 31 TDB 
shareholders whereby up to December 
31 2018 it held number 4 spot among 
investors in the bank with 8.33 of the 
shares. 

TDB to provide more soft 
loans to fund SGR project

Scientists to highlight research 
on epilepsy-causing tapeworms



4  Wednesday 27 November 2019  

NATIONAL.NEWS  

Ndanda legislator Cecil Mwambe of the opposition Chadema briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam yesterday on his intention 
to contest the party’s national chairmanship, now occupied by Hai legislator Freeman Mbowe, in the forthcoming 
elections. Photo: Correspondent Jumanne Juma

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT of the African 
Development Bank Group (AfDB) Dr 
Akinwumi Adesina has underscored 
the need for investment on women 
insisting the world is poorer because 
women are excluded and treated 
unfairly in terms of labour market 
participation, unequal wages and 
exclusion from markets and financial 
resources.

Dr Adesina made the remarks on 
Monday when speaking at the opening 
of the Global Gender Summit in 
Rwanda. The summit has for the first 
time been held in Africa.

“We must focus on how to fast 
track economic, social and political 
opportunities for women, and 
girls. A smarter world must invest 
in women and girls. Women are 
the best investments any society 
can make. When they earn, they 
spend 90 percent of their income 
on their households, including their 
husbands,” he noted adding that 
smart banks will lend to women 
because they pay back their loans by 
an overwhelming 90 percent.

He added that despite women being 
the best loan payers, there is a US $ 1.5 
trillion financing gap for women-led 
small and medium sized enterprises. 

In Africa, 70 percent of women are 

excluded financially. The continent 
has a US $ 42 billion financing gap 
between men and women. And 
women, who are the majority of 
farmers in Africa, face financing gap 
of close to US $ 16 billion.

Dr Adesina said AfDB has launched 
the Affirmative Finance Action for 
Women in Africa (AFAWA), to mobilise 
US $ 3 billion of new lending by banks 
and financial institutions for women in 
Africa.

“The African Development Bank 
believes in women. Women are 
bankable,” he said noting that smart 
nations invest in women. 

Studies show that equal and full 
participation of women can add an 
additional US $ 28 trillion to global 
wealth by 2025, an increase of 26 
percent in global annual GDP.

He said: “As multilateral development 
banks, we owe it to the world to not 
only shine the light on the challenges 
facing women; we must develop and 
launch transformative programmes to 
tackle them, decisively”.

He insisted on countries to 
drive policy dialogue to tackle 
legal, regulatory and institutional 
environments that constrain 
opportunities for women and ensure 
gender equality in projects. 

“We must fight against gender-
based violence and expand voice 

for women to participate more 
actively in communities, as leaders, in 
project design, implementation and 
monitoring,” said the bank President.

He called upon efforts to end all 
forms of child marriage and gender 
based violence. 

“Men should marry their age mates. 
We cannot sacrifice the future of our 
girls: let our girls be, stay in school, 
thrive and excel. They are the best 
assets”, said Dr Adesina.

The bank President noted that for 
way too long, women have suffered 
from the subtraction side, subtracted 
from education, subtracted from 
access to legal rights to land and 
property, subtracted from access to 
finance, subtracted from leadership 
positions in board rooms, subtracted 
from political processes. 

He said: “Women don’t make wars; 
the egos of men lead to wars. But 
women and their children bear the 
brunt of wars and conflicts. A world 
led by women will not have wars. Life 
bearers will not become life takers.

Dr Adesina gave the example of 
Rwanda where 50 percent of its 
ministerial positions are filled by 
women. She said Ethiopia has 61 
percent of its parliamentarians being 
women — the highest in the world. In 
Ethiopia, four of the seven Supreme 
Court justices are women. 

By Guardian Reporter

THE Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) has called upon 
member countries to fight against rape 
and other forms of sexual abuse to fully 
achieve Goal 16 of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals.

The SDG 16 specifically calls for the 
promotion of peaceful and inclusive 
societies for sustainable development.

“As we commemorate this year’s 16 
Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence, we must actively reflect on 
addressing the root causes of the vice, 
which include imbalance in power 
and control dynamics between men 
and women as well as the deep-rooted 
cultural and social norms in societies 
that perpetuate gender inequality,” 
said SADC Executive Secretary, Dr 
Stergomena Tax in a statement on the 
2019 commemoration of 16 days of 
activism against GBV.

The theme of this year’s campaign 
which runs from the 25th of November 
to the 10th of December is “Orange 
the World: Generation Equality Stands 
against Rape”. 

It is drawn from the United Nations 
Secretary-General’s UNiTE by 2030 
to End Violence against Women 
Campaign, which is mobilising the 
global community to raise voice against 

rape in our communities.
The Secretary General noted 

that member states need long term 
investment in education programmes 
to promote behaviour change and 
advance substantive gender equality 
by ensuring women’s full and effective 
participation in political, economic 
and social life. 

She said countries must also ensure 
accessible and responsive justice and 
security institutions, to fully implement 
laws that protect the rights of women 
and girls.  

“Our community members must 
also understand that rape or any 
form of GBV is a crime punishable 
by law, and that it has no place in the 
modern society. We must enlist active 
community involvement to create 
and sustain a safe and supportive 
environment that protects women and 
girls,” she said.

Dr Tax added that rape or any form 
of sexual assault constitutes one of the 
most severe human rights violations 
inflicted particularly on women, and 
girls.

She said the negative effects of rape 
are well documented as rape continues 
to traumatise women and girls, 
resulting in life-long repercussions on 
the victim’s health and well-being. 

“The consequences of rape can last 

a lifetime and span generations, with 
serious adverse effects on health, 
education, employment, crime, and 
the economic well-being of individuals, 
families, communities and societies, 
thus, resulting in adverse effects on 
economic growth and development,” 
said Dr Tax in a statement.

In conflict situations, she said, rape 
continues to be used as weapons of 
war, often characterised by, among 
others, intimidation and other forms 
of GBV on family members and women 
human rights defenders.

She noted that SADC recognises the 
need to address all forms of GBV hence 
introduction of the SADC Protocol on 
Gender and Development, Regional 
Strategy and Framework of Action for 
Addressing GBV (2018-2030) and the 
Regional Strategy on Women, Peace 
and Security (2018 – 2022), all intended 
to harmonise and coordinate the 
regional response to GBV and to help 
member states to effectively respond 
to GBV. 

Dr Tax said countries must go 
beyond policies, frameworks and 
strategies that have been put in 
place by complementing them with 
enforcement, training, research, 
information-sharing, appropriate 
budgets, and behaviour change 
interventions in the communities.

SADC calls upon member states to fight 
against rape, other forms of sexual abuse 

The African Development Bank 
believes in women - Dr Adesina
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Education stakeholders gives advice to 
the youth to make right career choices

By Felister Peter

SISAL farmers in Kishapu District, 
Shinyanga Region can now process 
fattening cattle feed from the crop 
residues, thanks to Oxfam Tanzania 
for supporting the villagers as the 
fattened animals can fetch better 
market prices.

“We had no idea that sisal wastes 
can make the best livestock feed that 
adds weight to cattle. We are grateful to 
Oxfam Tanzania experts for helping us 
as most of us can now process the feed 
out of sisal remaining”, said Hellena 
Samson, a sisal grower from Migunga 
village in Mwataga ward.

Samson said since she began 
processing the animal feed in June 
2019, she has been able to produce 
enough for her cattle as well as selling 
to fellow livestock keepers in the 
village.

“We prepare the animal feed by 
mixing sisal wastes with corn husks, 
sunflower and rice. As part of a trial, 
I am giving the fattening feed to four 
out of 12 cattle, and I am seeing the 
difference”, she said adding that 
animals ate the food twice a week.

She noted that after harvesting and 
processing sisal from her three acres 
farm, she was able to get two sacks of 
dried sisal wastes. She said a sack of 
dried sisal residue is sold at 5,000/-.

“I can now make 20 sacks of cattle 
fattening feed per month,” said 
Samson insisting to have shifted from 
cultivation of traditional crops such as 
maize and cotton.

Oxfam Tanzania is implementing the 
projects in partnership with the Relief 
to Development Society (REDESO). 
There are more than 3,500 farmers in 
the sisal value chain in Kishapu and 
over 950 in Meatu district.

REDESO field officer, Erica kalutha 
said they engaged experts from 
Sokoine University of Agriculture 
(SUA). She said that first trial results 

have showed that the feed can add 
between 10 and 15 kilogrammes to 
cattle within three months. She said 
the animal feed was tested to nearly 
90 cattle in the district.

Kalutha noted that villagers giving 
the food to their cattle are likely to fetch 
better market prices since fattened 
cattle are sold at between 800,000/- 
and 1m/- which is high compared to a 
normal market price of 300,000 per 
cow.

Oxfam Tanzania programmes 
manager for Lake Zone, Boniventure 
Kagayo said that almost 96 percent of 
sisal is yet to be properly exploited.

He said the organisation is working 
with SUA to conduct an evaluation 
of concentrations in sisal wastes to 
identify the types of products that can 
be made out of it apart from animal 
feed and manure.

Kagayo said villagers have changed 
their mindset towards agriculture with 
most of them engaging in commercial 
cultivation of the cash crop.

“More villagers especially women 
are engaging in sisal cultivation and 
entrepreneurship activities. They can 
even negotiate prices in accordance 
with production cost,” he noted.

Tanzania is one of the major 
exporters of quality sisal fibre in East 
Africa with its products been sold in 
Saudi Arabia, Nigeria, Egypt, India, 
China, Morocco, Libya, German Spain, 
Kenya and Japan, according to the 
Tanzania Sisal Board (TSB).

Statistics from TSB indicates that 
Tanzania exports between 75 and 80 
percent of its produced sisal fibre.

Tanzania’s sisal fibre exports 
doubled in six years between 2012 
and 2017 from 15,541 tonnes to 25,471 
tonnes with earnings rising similarly 
from $ 21.08 million to $ 41.1 million 
as a result of improvement in the 
international sisal market due to rise 
in utilization of sisal especially in 
construction activities.

By Guardian Reporter

YOUTH in the country have been 
advised to make career choices 
pertinent to their skills to not only have 
the upper hand in the job market but 
also enjoy what they do.

Emerson Education Principal, Faizan 
Majid Hussein, said yesterday that at 
the moment the country faces a serious 
challenge when it comes to matching 
skills with an individual graduate’s 
academic certificates.

Speaking during a Career and Skills 
Development orientation session for 
secondary school leavers, Hussein 
noted there is a huge gap between 
academic qualifications and the 
needed skills to execute tasks.

“We have noted that the main 

challenge is secondary school students 
from the ordinary level do not get 
the proper guidance in terms of 
prospective career choices as they 
move on to higher levels of education, 
this has had a negative spillover effect 
in the job market.

The event which was held in Dar es 
Salaam targeted students who recently 
completed their National Form Four 
(IV) and Form Six (VI) examinations 
and are waiting to pursue further 
studies.

Organised by Emerson Education in 

collaboration with Sahara Ventures, the 
event aimed at assisting the students in 
making informed career choices at a 
time when they are idle at home.

Sahara Ventures Chief Operations 
Officer, Musa Kamata, challenged the 
youth to not only make the right career 
choices but also to keep themselves up 
to date with technological advances 
that are compatible with their line of 
work. 

“These has been a challenge since 
my days as a young adult after finishing 
school, I really never knew what I 

wanted to be. But that should no longer 
be the case at this time and age, a lot 
has changed,” he said.

One of the students who participated 
in the session, Louis Matemba, 
observed that the session has been 
helpful because now he understands 
why some people seem to have good 
jobs but are still unhappy. “Making the 
right career choices, I have come to 
realize, leads to job satisfaction which 
in turn leads to optimal results at the 
work place because one would love 
what they are doing,” he said.

Oxfam supports farmers 
to make cattle fattening 
feed from sisal residues

A section of Dar es Salaam’s Ubungo Interchange, which is still undergoing construction at the Morogoro Road/Mandela Road/Sam Nujoma Road intersection, as 
captured on Monday. Photo: John Badi
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By Correspondent Crispin Gerald

WOMEN with disabilities in the 
country have urged the government 
to give them more leadership 
opportunities to enable the group 
contribute in development agenda and 
be able to influence changes in their 
communities.

Speaking recently in Dar es Salaam 
during the three-day training workshop 
to women with disabilities, the 
secretary of the Tanzania Federation 
of Disabled People’s Organisation 
(SHIVYAWATA) Regina Mbaji said that it 
is high time for the society to trust the 
group and recognise that women with 
disabilities can contribute immensely 
in the country’s development.

“Leaders are supposed to get rid 
of wrong beliefs that persons with 
disabilities are unable to render any 
service in the community…this should 
be addressed to create an inclusive 
society,” she said.

The training was organised and 
supported by ADD International. It 
focused on empowering them with 
methodologies to demand for their 
rights.

According to her, women with 
disabilities are given limited 
opportunity to contest for leadership 
positions which denies them chance 
to participate fully in development 
activities in their society.

She requested the government to 
give them opportunities of selecting 
the leaders they want who will be able 
to speak up on challenges facing them.

Mbaji said; “We need to be given 
opportunities to choose the leader we 
want who will help us to speak about 
the challenges we are facing in order to 
eliminate wrong perception they have 
on us.”

According to Mbaji, it is the high time 
now for the country to recognise and to 
value the contribution of women with 
disabilities because they are also able 
to influence changes in the society.

Meanwhile, Gertrude Mongella, 
former secretary general of the fourth 
world conference on women of the 
United Nations (UN) said women 
with disabilities should not feel 
disappointed, but should be firm and 
demand for their rights.

She said as the world is marking 25 
years after the Beijing conference, there 
are lots of achievements that have been 
reached in the fight for rights of women 
with disabilities.

“Currently, we are happy to witness 
that women with disabilities are now 
able to speak about their rights, unlike 
in the past time,” she added.

Mongella explained that the Beijing 
conference has also helped to awaken 
the society to understand the impact 
of violence to special groups in the 
community.

“Through that, several laws have 
been enacted to end violence, also 
enrollment for girls in the schools at 
both primary and secondary levels has 
increased,” she noted.

The Beijing conference which took 
place in 1995 sets strategic objectives 
and actions for the advancement of 
women and the achievement of gender 
equality in 12 critical areas of concern.

She further said that the government 
is supposed to recognise the 
importance of women with disabilities 
by giving them more education 
opportunities.

ADD international executive director 
Rose Tesha said the training was 
designed to equip women with skills to 
execute their roles in the society.

“Also, to furnish them with details 
about the available policies and laws on 
gender issues, as well as international 
conventions,” she added.

Tesha further said that women 
with disabilities are appealing for the 
government to include them in the 
whole process of policy formulation 
in order to include and state possible 
solutions towards the challenges facing 
them.

By Guardian Correspondent, Moshi

FARMERS engaging in rice, maize 
and onions farming in northern 
regions of Kilimanjaro, Arusha and 
Manyara have commended efforts by 
a fertiliser company—Yara Tanzania for 
promoting soil health testing, saying it 
has increased crops yields.

Speaking separately to journalists 
who visited them to have firsthand 
information on how they benefitted 
from using Yara fertilisers and soil 
health testing, the farmers said the 
company’s presence has positively 
affected them economically through 
increased produce.

“We have highly benefited from the 
education we got from Yara Tanzania, 
they have educated us a lot on soil 
health testing and now the benefits 
are vivid,” said Jonathan Mjema who 
has been cultivating paddy for over 20 
years.

Mjema said that soil health test 
enables a farmer to understand a type 
of a soil and which crop is suitable in 
that particular area.

“Soil health test helps us (farmers) 
understand what kind of crop to 
cultivate in our areas of production, 
this practice has helped us transform 
our farming practices from traditional 
to modern,” he said.

Ikunda Joseph, a farmer who involved 
in paddy and onions farming asked 
YARA Tanzania to further its efforts in 
collaboration with other stakeholders 
in a bid to help more farmers go modern 
and embark on agro economy so as to 
achieve middle income objective set 

by the government to be achieved by 
2025.

“We thank Yara in the way at which 
they have widened their scope 
of service in this sector with the 
objective of improving conditions 
of farmers, we urge them to work in 
collaboration with the government 
and other stakeholders in making 
sure that they reach out to as many 
farmers as possible and support them 
so as they can fully realise the potential 
of agriculture in transforming their 
standards of living,” he said.

Aikael Laswai who has been in maize 
farming for the past 10 years admitted 
to have benefited from Yara fertilisers 

and other extension services including 
health soil testing.

“Our agricultural activities have been 
simplified ever since we started using 
farm inputs supplied by Yara, now 
we can afford costs of living including 
paying for health services, education 
for our children and building houses 
following increase in crop production,” 
said Laswai.

YARA Tanzania has been working 
closely with the fifth phase government 
and other stakeholders in transforming 
the sector and has a greater impact in 
the growth and development of sector 
estimated to employ 80 percent of the 
population.

‘Women with disabilities 
play big role in advancing 
country’s development’

Farmers praise YARA after 
soil health testing education

Hawa Sululu 
(2nd-L), a Form 
One student 
at Kilwa Girls 
Secondary 
School, receiving 
sanitary pads 
from Wentworth 
Africa 
Foundation 
officials Sauda 
Simba (L) 
and Neema 
Ndikumwami (R) 
at the weekend. 
The items are 
a donation by 
the foundation 
and WAMA 
Foundation 
under the ‘Keep 
a Girl in School’ 
programme.  
Second right is 
WAMA deputy 
secretary 
general Saidi 
Juma. Photo: 
Guardian 
Correspondent
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Paying shifted residents to give way 
to TPDF quarters sets good example

R
ESIDENTS of Kikombo 
area within the wider 
city agglomeration in 
Dodoma have something 

to smile about following an order 
by President John Magufuli that the 
Dodoma city director pay them decent 
compensation for land taken over to 
build new Army headquarters.

Amounts meant for compensation 
that the president mentioned were 
surprising by any standards, not as 
price of a plot of land but the depth of 
consideration shown.

Ordinarily governments take away 
people’s land at throw-away prices 
because they don’t compensate for the 
plot, only immovable structures.

While the building of the Army 
headquarters was only being given an 
initial push, there is a housing scheme 
for camp soldiers already completed in 
the vicinity.

There were meanwhile issues that 
Chief of Defence Forces General 
Venance Mabeyo raised with the 
president, relating to a rather faulty 
contract signed between the city and 
the construction firm.

For instance, soldiers resident there 
are supposed to be deducted from 
army allowances to foot the costs, but 
that is unworkable as it would then be 
a private house.

There is little doubt that the 
Dodoma city authorities will start 
paying the relocated residents as 
directed, starting December 1, unless 
explicit cause not to do so can be 
brought up beforehand.

Reports from Dodoma said that, 
amid applause from TPDF personnel 
and others who attended the event, 
the president directed the city director 
to bear the burden of paying a total 

of 3.399bn/- to the 1,500 families who 
were moved.

The president sort of angled this 
compensation burden to the city 
authorities as it is the city that will 
benefit from TPDF’s relocation to the 
capital, where they will be a dynamic 
element in enhancing productivity on 
the basis of the demand for goods and 
services once they shift.

Similarly, the president urged those 
set to receive compensation to put 
the money to good use by buying 
land elsewhere and proceed to build 
modern houses.

On the basis of the president’s 
other remarks, there could be a few 
complications down the road but since 
municipal and other administrators 
know precisely where the sentiments 
of the president are inclined, this will 
not get out of hand.

The president asked the Dodoma 
regional and district authorities to 
oversee the process of identifying 
residents entitled for compensation. 
That is habitually where the games 
start, with fake names and eligible 
people sidelined, with previous 
governments leaving all such claims to 
be resolved in courts.

The president rightly cautioned 
that residents ought to follow up their 
payments personally rather than use 
middlemen. As often happens, a mafia 
of sorts builds around such funds and 
the poor holders of customary land 
title deeds or such other documents 
are ignored.

This becomes costly indeed to the 
hapless residents, who are usually 
without the resources to pursue long 
court cases, which is precisely why and 
how the president’s advice comes in 
very handy.

A
NY truly successful society 
or community enjoys a 
decent standard of living, 
the catalysts behind the 

situation including decent investment 
in factories and basic infrastructure, 
and engaging in gainful economic and 
other activities possibly generating a 
surplus partly for investment in science 
and technology.

That should normally be part 
of the future any country and any 
nations seriously about developing 
itself in dignity would aspire for – and 
meaningful investment is decisive.

If a country is able attract 
investments from both within and 
outside its borders, it stands a good 
chance of realising development 
strides. The bottom line is that a blend 
of investment opportunities and sound 
investment policies is what we badly 
need.

Does Tanzania have these? That is 
an issue of fundamental importance 
question which we have no option but 
to keep seeking honest answers to.

Granted, we might be having good 
investment policies but of even 
greater relevance is that we have to 
corroborate all our pronouncements 
with concrete action leading to 
concrete achievements.

Amid perennial or even merely 
intermittent power supply disruptions 
or fragile transport infrastructure and 
communication networks, making 
steady progress would be hard indeed. 
For instance, investment in heavy 
industry needs robust railway services 
– and that’s it.

The all-important German-era 
Central railway for years lay without 
the rehabilitation it badly needed 
to operate meaningfully. With that, 
attracting serious foreign investors into 
this country was always very tricky 
business.

But the situation has improved 
massively in recent years, and 
interventions by the government 
explain a substantial portion of the 
headway made in turning things 
around.

We hope to have electricity in 
abundance, complete with a surplus 
for export, when the huge Julius 
Nyerere Hydro-Power project on 
Rufiji River is completed in a few 
years’ time.

The aged Central Railway is being 
‘substituted’ – and soon comes a 
standard gauge railway, hopefully to 
run up to neighbouring Rwanda.

As for corruption, we have all heard 
the President repeatedly declare 
that his administration is in no mood 
to tolerate or entertain, much less 
acquiesce in, the vice.

Ambassador Elly Mtango told 
journalists during his time as Tanzania 
Investment Centre board chairman 
several years ago that attracting 
investments into the country was the 
responsibility of every institution and 
every individual in the country. 

He went on to challenge even 
the media to be good marketers of 
investment opportunities available 
in the country so as to speed up the 
country’s economic growth.

He was absolutely right, and indeed 
all other African countries are working 
tirelessly to attract foreign investors 
– and there is no way Tanzanians can 
afford to relax.

Then there was the issue of 
corruption in high places – in the 
corridors of power. The ‘ten per cent’ 
tag was always putting off serious 
investors – of course, while letting 
in crooks who would connive with 
dishonest elements in the public 
service in their evil deals.

Proof? Well, many parastatals were 
said to have been sold to genuine and 
fake or ghost investors for a song. 
This notwithstanding, ten years ago 
Tanzania was named among the 
top ten countries in Africa in Green 
Investment, but it was later dropped 
from the list.

Indications are that we are making 
a gradual comeback. We need to back 
whatever is helping us out, while 
clearing any stumbling blocks. And in 
this, we need to stand together – as one 
nation and as one army.

Efforts to woo investors could be 
paying off, but we must do more

By João Marques

G
O to Amazon.com to 
purchase NJ Ayuk’s most 
recent book, ‘Billions at 
Play: The Future of African 

Oil and Doing Deals’ –which you 
absolutely should do. 

You will notice that besides his 
previous book, ‘Big Barrels: African 
Oil and Gas and the Quest for Success, 
which I had the pleasure to co-author, 
most of the oil-related books suggested 
by Amazon have titles like ‘Cursed 
Wells’, ‘Curse of the Black Gold’, ‘Oil 
and Insurgency’ and the like.

All these are all actual titles of books 
available on amazon if you search for 
‘African Petroleum.

This is hardly surprising. For the 
better part of the last half century, 
oil and gas has been portrayed over 
and over again as the source of all 
evil across Africa, responsible for 
instability, power struggles, poverty, 
death, pollution, corruption, etc.

If this portrait really were the mirror 
of the truth, then African nations 
would be better off just leaving their oil 
and gas underground – but it isn’t the 
whole truth.

When Ayuk and I started working on 
Big Barrels back in 2017, when the oil 
price crisis was at its highest, we started 
out with a simple idea. It was a simple 
but very strong and compelling idea – 
that maybe this portrait that seemed so 
prevalent for so long might not tell the 
whole story, or even the bigger part of 
the story.

So, we tried to look at it differently. If 
you read Big Barrels, you know what I 
mean. Throughout eight chapters we 
extensively document the best efforts 
made across the continent to develop, 
manage and monetise oil and gas 
resources.

The success stories we uncovered 
focused on local content, on policy 
making, on environmental protection, 
on the structuring of a national oil 
company, on contract drafting, on 
civil society involvement, on capital 
resource management and use, etc.

We looked around and saw that the 
story being told was not really telling 
what reality showed. It focused on the 
scandals, the negatives, the drama, and 
overlooked all the development, jobs 
and capital the industry was bringing.

It focused on the defeats and never 
on the victories. It was a different way 
to look at a story that had been told 
from a consistently negative angle 
for decades. It told a story of hope 
and optimism about an industry that 
had the promise to change African 
economies for the better.

Two years later, Ayuk is at it again, 
and this time he amped the game. 
Billions at Play does not tell the story of 
what good examples we had in the past 
any more, but it tells us how to shape 
the future for the better by making use 
of the resources we have.

Few have Ayuk’s industry experience 
and scope of vision, fewer have tried 
to promote that vision, and none has 
been as loud about it.

Ayuk takes 20-plus years of 
experience as a successful lawyer 
in the African oil and gas industry, 
throughout which he was witness and 
participant in the shaping of some of 
the continent’s most important energy 
deals.

He drafts out a comprehensive map 
of what leaders, companies, deal-
makers and citizens need to do to 
turn their oil and gas wealth into jobs, 
economic growth, power generation 
and better living conditions.

I do not intend to summarise here 
the extensive amount of knowledge 
and experience that Ayuk shares 
throughout the 250-plus pages of 
skilfully written and, at times, quite 
entertaining prose. But certain issues 
covered seem fundamental to me to 
highlight.

First, Ayuk argues that the solutions 
for Africa’s problems must come from 
within. Cooperation for development 
with supranational and international 
partners is great, and needs to be 
fostered, but only locally-developed 
solutions that combine in-depth 
knowledge of the challenges faced as 
well as the idiosyncrasies of the local 
culture and population can hope to 
succeed.

The book gives plenty of examples 
of programmes that failed because 
they were designed abroad with 
insufficient knowledge of the situation 
on the ground, and of programmes 
that succeeded because they were 
developed by Africans to fix African 
problems.

This idea is not only conceptually 
important, as it empowers Africans, 
but it also represents a call to action for 
African leaders. The solutions for their 
country’s problems are in reach if they 
choose to make use of them.

From here the book focuses on 
enhancing oil and gas production 
to foster economic development by 
improving the business environment 
by simplifying red tape, streamlining 
the negotiation and licensing 
procedures, and promoting regular 
bidding rounds.

Other ways are implementing 
transparency measures and 
establishing a strong legal framework 

and attractive contract terms – all as 
fundamental parts of attracting foreign 
investment that can help develop the 
industry.

Ayuk covers each of these issues 
extensively, showing how different 
countries have found solutions that 
match the needs of their own markets 
and take advantage of the specificities 
of their own resources.

This is from the cross-border 
development agreements between 
Senegal and Mauritania to South 
Sudan’s recent historic production 
sharing agreement that shows 
leadership and commitment in the 
aftermath of a deadly conflict with 
Sudan.

Beyond attracting foreign 
investment, Ayuk takes a close look at 
Nigeria’s marginal field development 
campaign, that offered local 
exploration and production companies 
the opportunity to develop assets that 
were too small for the majors.

That developed into profitable 
fields, contributing to the economy 
and gaining a new status amongst oil 
and gas producers. Angola’s attempt 
to mimic these efforts is a clear 
demonstration of how African nations 
can learn from each other.

By enhancing production and 
streamlining resource management, 
African countries can finally have the 
capital to invest in industrialisation 
and in the diversification of their 
economies, a goal that informs most of 
the lines of action suggested in Ayuk’s 
book.

And how should we power these 
industries and economies? The book 
tells us that the answer lies in the 
abundant, accessible and affordable 
natural gas reserves that dot the 
continent. Equatorial Guinea has 
already stepped up its game and is 
positioning itself to become West 
Africa’s gas hub.

Natural gas can power industries, 
produce electricity that will light the 
homes of hundreds of millions of 
people, feed a growing and profitable 
petrochemical industry across the 
continent and serve as an export to 
foreign markets, besides the fact that 
natural gas is the cleanest source of 
energy of all hydrocarbons, serving an 
environmental purpose in itself.

Unbundling national utilities and 
privatising the power generation sector 
is another pillar in this path. Ayuk goes 
on, showcasing the need to integrate 
women in the oil and gas industry – 
how can we continue to snub half of 
the continent’s workforce?

There is also the need to attract 
American companies that will partner 

and share knowledge to develop 
the industry, the need to invest in 
innovation and infrastructure, focus 
on education, improve Africans’ 
negotiation skills and make use of the 
stand African nations have gained 
in OPEC and other international 
platforms.

They are all fundamental, for they 
inform a pathway to constructive and 
wise management and development 
of the continent’s resources to foster 
growth and improve people’s lives.

No other book has told the story this 
way, and no other has presented such 
a definitive analysis of the challenges 
and proposed concrete solutions for all 
of them.

This can be a surprising book and 
it is a fundamental read for anyone 
involved in the African energy sector, 
from CEOs to political leaders, 
professionals and everyone that wants 
to better understand the inlays of the 
industry that has the biggest potential 
for change in the continent.

For me, there is one topic that is 
always striking above all others: intra-
African trade, which remains dismal 
when compared to other regions.

The continent has been shipping off 
its wealth abroad for decades. As the 
book exposes, African nations have 
had their backs turned on each other 
for so long that they have failed to see 
what they could achieve if they worked 
together and promoted synergies and 
integration.

Ayuk proposes solutions to bring 
them together, by promoting an 
integrated energy market that can 
power economic development.

In sum, this book lays out the path 
for a better future for Africa through 
the use of its energy resources in a way 
that hadn’t quite been done before. It is 
a refreshing new narrative to overcome 
the traditional fatalist approach to the 
sector.

* João Gaspar Marques is an Energy 
analyst and editor doubling as a 
seasoned Africa specialist with in-
the-field reporting experience from 
Africa’s petroleum hotspots. Now 
based in Lisbon, he writes regularly for 
numerous international publications 
and websites on issues of energy, 
policy and economics. In recent years 
he has published oil and gas industry 
reports on Tanzania, Gabon, Angola, 
Uganda, Madagascar, São Tomé and 
Príncipe, and South Africa, covering 
the full spectrum of Africa’s petroleum 
markets from frontier exploration to 
trading and petrochemicals.

•	 An	African	Energy	Chamber	
dispatch	iled	from	Johannesburg.

It’s time to negotiate for a better 
future for Africa’s energy sector
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Morocco tourism gains momentum 
with boost in infrastructure, security

By Hugo Bourhis

T
HE crème de la crème (that 
is, the best of the best) of Hol-
lywood was in Marrakech, 
Morocco, for the wedding of 

British movie star Idris Elba in April 
this year. Elba tied the knot with his 
Canadian model girlfriend, former 
Miss Vancouver Sabrina Dhowre, at 
the Ksar Char-Bagh hotel, an exquisite 
Alhambra-style hotel.

Kenyan-Mexican Oscar winner Lu-
pita Nyong’o, American actress Jessica 
Alba, soccer star Cristiano Ronaldo of 
Portugal and others have all embraced 
the glamour of the rose-coloured city 
of Marrakech and its plethora of tour-
ist attractions, including the vibrant 
Jemaa el-Fnaa square and the pictur-
esque Majorelle Garden.

Morocco draws tourists from the 
far corners of the world. They may be 
seen strolling along the Corniche in 
Casablanca – an oceanfront boardwalk 
lined with restaurants, nightclubs, 
theatres and hotels – or dining at one 
of the small cafés in the quiet city of 
Azemmour. The latter is a short day 
trip or overnight jaunt from the big 
city.

Adil El Fakir, director of the Moroc-
can National Tourist Office (ONMT), 
says that over 12 million tourists vis-
ited Morocco last year, of whom 2.4 
million headed for Marrakech.

Morocco’s tourist attractions in-
clude the spectacular beaches of Es-
saouira, an Atlantic coastal town in-
cluded on the World Heritage List of 
UNESCO since 2001, and the country’s 
mountains, particularly the Atlas and 
the Rif.

“Tourism is a terrific land-use tool 
– and our territory is rich in its activi-

ties, its landscape, its heritage, its cul-
ture and its gastronomy,” declares Mo-
hamed Benamour, a former president 
of the Morocco Tourism Federation.

The country is also a cultural hub, 
reflecting the diversity of its inhabit-
ants’ national origins: sub-Saharan Af-
rica, Europe and the Middle East. This 
crossroads attracts fashion designers, 
artists, filmmakers and other cultural 
tourists. In 2017, for example, a mu-
seum on the international luxury fash-
ion house Yves Saint Laurent opened 
in Morocco.

“Marrakech taught me colour. 
Before Marrakech, everything was 
black,” Saint Laurent once noted.

Over 50 Hollywood motion pictures 
have been shot in the country, includ-

ing Alfred Hitchcock’s The Man 
Who Knew Too Much; Lawrence 
of Arabia, directed by David 
Lean; Orson Welles’ Othello; Je-
sus of Nazareth, directed by the 
late Franco Zeffirelli; and the lat-
est James Bond movie, Spectre.

The country is also becoming a 
major hub for international con-
ferences thanks to its proximity 
to Europe, the Middle East, the 
Americas and the rest of Africa. 
The country recently hosted the 
United Nations Climate Change 
Conference, which brought 
about 20,000 participants to 
Marrakech.

Last year, the Global Forum for 
Migration and Development and 

the conference on the adoption 
of the Global Compact for Migra-
tion were held in Marrakech and 
attracted representatives from 
most UN member-states and 
nongovernmental organisations.

In March the city hosted the 
Conference of African Ministers 
of Finance, Planning and Eco-
nomic Development on “fiscal 
policy, trade and the private sec-
tor in the digital era: a strategy 
for Africa”, which was organised 
by the UN Economic Commis-
sion for Africa.

This year, UNESCO’s first In-
ternational Forum on Artificial 
Intelligence in Africa and the 
Africa Youth Leadership Sum-

mit, among other events, will 
take place in Marrakech. These 
international conferences shine 
a spotlight on the country while 
contributing to its economy.

The effects of climate change 
are being felt in Africa; countries, 
organisations and individuals, in-
cluding young people, are taking 
actions to tackle these effects.

Tourism revenues account for 
11 per cent of total GDP, accord-
ing to the tourism ministry. In-
dustries in the sector, such as air 
and land transport as well as food 
service and hospitality generate 
significant employment opportu-
nities for young people. Morocco 
was the most visited country in 
Africa in 2016, with 10.3 million 
tourist arrivals.

Despite the potentials in the 
tourism sector, climate change 
effects threaten to put a dampen-
er. In 2015, for example, Moroc-
co’s economic growth nosedived 
to 1.5 per cent owing to drought, 
according to the World Bank.

To address the situation, the 
country is constructing the 
world’s largest desalination 
plant, which turns seawater into 
drinking water, in Agadir, near 
the Atlantic coast.

The country has also set ambi-
tious goals that focus on, among 
other things, generating 52 per 
cent of its electricity needs from 
renewables by 2030 and improv-
ing coastal zone management.

Regulatory reforms introduced 
in 2010 are meanwhile bring-
ing Morocco closer to its goal of 
becoming one of the world’s 20 
leading tourist destinations by 
2020.

The country’s ten-year plan, 
dubbed Vision 2020, is aimed at 
creating eight new tourist des-
tinations and 470,000 new jobs 
while doubling tourist receipts.

That goal is within reach, it 
seems. Morocco has set its sights 
on a good slice of the 1.4 billion 

global tourists travelling abroad 
every year, many of whom are 
Chinese. 

Following Moroccan King Mo-
hammed VI’s visit to Beijing in 
2016, the number of Chinese ar-
rivals in Morocco skyrocketed to 
180,000 last year, up from 42,000 
in 2016. Morocco hopes to reach 
the 500,000 mark by this coming 
year, according to the Moroccan 
National Tourist Office, a wing of 
ONMT.

Massive investments in infra-
structure such as new airport 
terminals, roads and railways as 
well as the relaxed visa require-
ments for citizens of some coun-
tries including China are two of 
the factors explaining Morocco’s 
success.

Thanks to the new airport ter-
minal in Casablanca that was 
opened earlier this year, the air-
port can now handle up to 14 mil-
lion passengers a year – up from 7 
million. Another newly built ter-
minal in the Rabat-Salé Airport 
can now handle 4 million passen-
gers a year – up from 1.5 million.

Investments in airport infra-
structure have had a domino 
impact on the broader economy. 
For example, the Rabat airport 
expansion is transforming the 
neighbouring city of Kenitra into 
a fast-growing industrial hub, at-
tracting international companies 
such as Groupe PSA, the French 
company that manufactures 
Peugeot and Citroën.

“The economic growth of 
Kenitra has exceeded our ex-
pectations,” says Moulay Hafid 
Elalamy, minister for industry, 
investment, trade and the digital 
economy.

With the improvement of infra-
structure and the enhancement 
of safety and security, Morocco is 
on its way to becoming a premier 
destination for an increasing 
number of tourists.
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AfDB sees technology and innovation 

ending land sector corruption in Africa

Science and policy must remain partners in mercury challenge

ABIDJAN

A
FRICAN countries must act 
faster to purge corruption in 
the land sector by harness-
ing technology and innova-

tion, African Development Bank (AfDB) 
Senior Vice President Charles Boamah 
urged here on Monday.

Boamah, who was addressing poli-
cymakers and stakeholders at a con-
ference on Land Policy in Africa, also 
called for the deployment of more fi-
nancial and human resources to land 
policy development, “especially in ru-
ral areas and among the most vulner-
able, including women”.

The five-day (November 25 to 29) 
biennial conference, organised by the 
African Land Policy Centre (ALPC), 
provides a central platform for African 
stakeholders to network and deepen 
their commitment to land policy devel-
opment, implementation and monitor-
ing, through access to knowledge and 
evidence-based policymaking.

ALPC, formerly called the Land Poli-
cy Initiative (LPI), is a joint programme 
of the tripartite consortium consist-
ing of the African Union Commission 
(AUC), AfDB and the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa (UN-
ECA).

Its purpose is to enable the use of 
land to lend impetus to the process of 
African development. The programme 
is governed by a Steering Committee 
that meets periodically, while a joint 
secretariat implements day to day ac-
tivities. The secretariat is assisted by an 
African Task-force on Land.

After having developed the Frame-
work and Guidelines on land policy in 
Africa and having received the man-
date from the AU to use it in support 
of national and regional land policy 

processes, the ALPC is now moving 
towards assisting AU member-states 
in developing or reviewing their land 
policies as well as in implementing and 
evaluating these policies.

Building on this momentum, the 
ALPC, the Government of Germany 

GENEVA

I
T has been more than two years 
since the Minamata Convention 
on Mercury entered into force. 
The global treaty protects hu-

mans and the environment from the 
toxic metal, but countries are still 
stuck on how to measure the agree-
ment’s effectiveness.

As delegations discuss Minamata 
this week in Geneva, the decisions 
they make will be critical to the health 
of humans and the environment for 
generations to come.

The Minamata Convention on Mer-
cury came into force in August 2017 
with 128 signatories; 115 of those coun-
tries have since become parties to the 
agreement.

Minamata is the world’s youngest 
environmental treaty and it is among 
the most promising. Science has in-
formed international policymaking 
on mercury since negotiations around 
the treaty began in 2005.

As the treaty takes hold, it is impor-
tant that national delegations continue 
to listen to the science – and scientists 
– as they approach agreement on how 
to measure Minamata’s effectiveness.

Mercury is a pollutant that has long 
been known to cause neurological 
problems. Recent studies have shown 
effects on behavior, development, re-
nal and immune function, and repro-
duction. Science has also clearly deter-
mined that the main exposure route 
for humans is through eating fish.

This puts communities that derive 
most of their protein from seafood at 
great risk. Island nations around the 
globe and First Nations cultures in the 
Arctic all sit in the direct line of fire of 
the mercury menace. But the challeng-
es don’t stop there. Mercury pollution 
is a universal threat.

Unlike other treaties that focus only 
on pollutant sources or waste disposal, 
Minamata contains measures for ad-
dressing the full life cycle of mercury 
including its use in mining and indus-
try, its integration into products, all the 
way to its disposal. Just as important as 
controlling the use, handling and dis-
posal of mercury, countries also need 
to determine if the treaty is working.

Minamata contains articles that re-
quire that measures be taken to assess 
the effects of the treaty on reducing 
mercury in the environment. This is 

the “effectiveness evaluation” of the 
agreement. Not all parties to the trea-
ty agree on how that will be accom-
plished, but the treaty does specifically 
require monitoring of mercury levels 
in fish, sea turtles, birds, and marine 
mammals.

Of particular importance are the fish 
and marine mammals that are com-
monly consumed by people – these are 
the main vectors to human exposure.

In order to determine whether lev-
els in the environment are changing 
for the better as a result of Minamata’s 
mandated controls, measurements of 
concentrations have to be determined 
before and after controls are put in 
place. Where do countries begin to get 

those data?
Fortunately, there is informa-

tion currently being compiled 
from peer reviewed scientific pa-
pers (the Global Biotic Mercury 
Synthesis). Findings from that 
project reveal places where mer-
cury is elevated beyond levels 
considered healthy for humans 
or wildlife, as well as areas with 
no data.

However, at present, no global 
mercury monitoring network 
actually exists for biota, creating 
a major challenge for protecting 
people around the world.

At this week’s Third meeting of 
the Conference of Parties (COP3), 

it will be important for delega-
tions to consider the methods by 
which effectiveness baselines are 
created. Should mercury concen-
trations be measured in the envi-
ronment through air or water?

Should they be measured in the 
biota through fish, sea turtles, ma-
rine mammals or birds? Or should 
countries measure all of these? 
And what about concentrations in 
humans? Should those be meas-
ured and, if so, which populations 
should be assessed?

The answers to all of these 
questions will help parties deter-
mine whether in ten years the 
Minamata Convention has done a 

good job in reducing environmen-
tal mercury. Those answers will 
require scientific understanding 
of how mercury moves through 
the biosphere and whether, for 
example, the concentrations in 
the air and water can be related to 
concentrations in fish, other biota 
and, ultimately, in humans.

For this essential purpose, sci-
ence and policymaking must 
continue to work together on Mi-
namata.

There are only a few scientists 
among the delegates making de-
cisions about these matters in 
Geneva this week. Therefore, at 
COP3 it will be important for the 

science to be communicated to 
the non-scientists at the table in 
order for the best and most “ef-
fective” policy decisions to be 
made.

There is much work to be done, 
but the partnership between sci-
ence and policy has been strong. 
As we approach this important 
phase in the life of the treaty, 
the exchange of information on 
the science of mercury fate in 
the environment is more critical 
than ever to help the Minamata 
Convention achieve its global 
promise.

   IPS

(through BMZ and GIZ) and the 
World Bank seek to strengthen 
capacities for land governance 
in African countries in line with 
broader strategies for develop-
ment, peace and security and en-
vironmental sustainability.

This year’s ongoing dialogue, 
hosted by AfDB, is on the theme: 
‘Winning the Fight against cor-
ruption in the Land sector: Sus-
tainable pathways for Africa’s 
transformation’.

According to Transparency In-

ternational, globally, one in five 
persons has paid a bribe for a land 
service. In Africa, every second, a 
client of a land administration 
service has paid a bribe.

“This corruption takes many 
forms – bribery or illicit land 
transactions are just one exam-
ple,” Boamah noted, adding: 
“Land developers and specula-
tors specifically target countries 
with weak governance systems. 
Local powerful elites are also 
more likely to manipulate such 
systems to serve narrow ends not 
to benefit the public.”

AfDB is committed to working 
with its partners to improve gov-
ernance in land administration as 
part of a strategy to boost agricul-
tural production. Two of its key 
initiatives – the Transformation of 
African Agricultural Technologies 
(TAAT) and Connect Africa – have 
demonstrated innovation in this 
area.

Boamah said agriculture re-
mains the backbone of many Af-
rican economies but noted that 
sound land policy and adminis-
tration are needed to bring it in 
line with 21st-century practice.

The TAAT programme has 
worked with 30 seed compa-
nies to produce 27,000 tonnes of 
drought-resistant maize seeds. By 
the end of last year, more than 1.6 
million farmers had planted these 
seeds.

The Connect Africa initiative, 
which is a $55 billion global part-
nership meant to bridge major 
gaps in ICT infrastructure across 
the continent, is allowing farmers 
to use digital technology to access 
prices and services like mobile 
banking.

Ivorian Justice minister Sansan 
Kambile called on African states 
to prioritise land tenure security 
as a development objective, say-
ing: “Without land tenure secu-
rity, and the various implications, 
no development can be sustaina-

ble. It is a collective responsibility 
which we must pursue to leave a 
worthy legacy for future genera-
tions.”

The minister said the Ivorian 
government was keen to see 
workable outcomes from the 
Abidjan meetings for adoption 
into its own land administration 
system.

Sacko Correia, the AU’s Com-
missioner for Agriculture and Ru-
ral Economy, said in her welcome 
remarks that corruption in the 
land sector had undermined co-
hesiveness and led to conflicts on 
the continent.

“For us to win the fight against 
corruption, we must ensure that 
land is equitably distributed and 
accessed by all, most especially by 
women, youth and other vulner-
able groups,” she said, adding that 
women contribute significantly 
to agriculture production in Af-
rica but enjoy less with respect to 
rights to land.

She called on African govern-
ments to ensure that land man-
agement processes are transpar-
ent, accountable, efficient and 
responsive to the new challenges 
of climate change, natural disas-
ters and environmental degrada-
tion.

Stephen Karingi, Director of 
Private Sector Development and 
Finance at UNECA, said effective 
land governance stood to help re-
duce the cost of doing business in 
Africa and contribute immensely 
to the AU’s Agenda 2063 master 
plan for transforming the conti-
nent into the global powerhouse 
of the future.

This year’s theme is aligned to 
the AU’s declaration of 2018 as 
Africa’s Anti-Corruption Year. The 
continental body identifies cor-
ruption as a key factor hampering 
efforts to promote governance, 
socio-economic transformation, 
peace and security.
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By Carlinda Lopes 

WHEN Neema Amoya first arrived 
in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, she struggled to make ends 
meet. Alone with her five children, 
she fled South Sudan’s conflict in 
2017, for safety in Biringi settlement, 
in northern Congo’s Ituri province.

“When I arrived, it was hard to 
survive, especially with the children. 
Sometimes there wasn’t enough 
food,” says Neema who relied solely 
on a monthly cash handout of US $13 
from UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency, 
and its sister agency, the World Food 
Programme.

But today, in a small market in Bir-
ingi, Neema can enjoy the fruits of 
her labour, made possible through a 
farming initiative she joined in Febru-
ary 2017.

The UNHCR-supported project has 
brought together refugees and Con-
golese, who till the land together, 
growing eggplants, spinach, onions, 
tomatoes and cabbage. The group 
harvests the fresh produce and sells it 
at the local market, sharing the prof-
its amongst themselves.

Neema used to farm back home in 
South Sudan and is happy to get back 
to it.

“This project has allowed us to be-
come independent,” she said adding 
“We earn some money, which means 
we can survive without relying on 
handouts.”

Through the programme, she and 
her fellow farmers have received 
agricultural tools, quality seeds and 
learnt specialized techniques for 
growing vegetables.

“Since I started working in the 
fields, I live very well. Now I can buy 
things like salt, spices and soap,” 

says Neema as she arranges her veg-
etables at the market. “It is important 
because it means I can complete my 
family duties. I am very thankful for 
this opportunity.”

“More importantly, refugees have 
access to safe, nutritious food and a 
way to earn a living and better their 
lives and future,” said Marc Barhonyi, 

Farming together, refugees and their hosts reap benefits

 By Guardian Reporter

AS part of celebrations to mark the 30th anniversary of 
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) the 
GSMA and United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has 
launched the ‘mPower Youth Initiative’ to showcase how 
mobile technology can help in advancing the rights of chil-
dren. 

One of the case studies is an initiative by Tigo Tanzania 
which provides technical expertise throughout the devel-
opment of the platform, and also ensures that birth regis-
trars are equipped with the training and devices required 
to successfully and accurately register the birth of a child.

Tigo Tanzania built its service in collaboration with 
UNICEF Tanzania and Tanzania’s Registration, Insolvency 
and Trusteeship Agency (RITA), in order to address Tan-
zania’s low birth registration rate through innovation and 
partnership. 

“Mobile operators around the world, including Tigo Tan-
zania, are showing that mobile technology has tremendous 
power to enable the fundamental rights of a child,” said 
Mats Granryd, GSMA Director General.

Granryd said: “Thirty years ago when the convention was 
first adopted, there were 7 million mobile users globally, to-
day there are 5.2 billion. 

The mobile industry continues to build on its commit-
ment to protection and internet safety; we have a signifi-
cant role to play in ensuring that every child has a voice, 
and can participate and thrive in their communities.”

Simon Karikari, Tigo managing director said: “Tigo un-
derstands the power of mobile technology to improve lives 
which is why we embraced the opportunity to collaborate 
with UNICEF and RITA on this initiative. We are committed 

to making sure that every child birth in Tanzania does not 
go unaccounted for because identity is a basic right for 
every child”.

He said Tigo is proud of the impact Digital Birth Regis-
tration has already had in communities across Tanzania 
especially in areas which are hard to reach.

Wivina Belmonte, Principal Advisor, Private Sector En-
gagement, UNICEF said the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child is relevant as it was three decades ago. 

“We need to ensure that children are safe when explor-
ing new technology. And we must see that the freedoms 
and opportunities technology can deliver are available to 
every child. UNICEF calls on the mobile industry to dem-
onstrate how technology can be used to reduce inequal-
ity and unleash the potential of all girls and boys”, said 
Belmonte.

She added: “Without a birth certificate, a child cannot 
be registered at school under Tanzanian law”.

 In 2014, over 80 per cent of under-five children in Tan-
zania were not registered, despite a law that requires par-
ents to register their child within 90 days of birth.

Through this partnership, which received funding from 
the Government of Canada, the challenge of low birth reg-
istration rates has been dramatically reversed. The mo-
bile birth registration service records each child’s details 
and passes them on to the government body that issues 
birth certificates. 

As of October 2019, over 3.6 million Tanzanian children 
were registered using the mobile-enabled service, which 
is live in thirteen regions of the country. 

Across the regions, the overall level of registration and 
certification has increased from less than 10 per cent in 
2012, to over 80 per cent in 2019.

GSMA and Unicef mark CRC Day 

championing rights of children

should not suffer in this country that 
hosts them.”

To date, over 100 hectares have 
been cultivated with successful re-
sults – nearly 300 families involved in 
farming activities in Biringi harvested 
more than seven tonnes of vegetables 
in the first half of the year.

“If additional funding is available, a 

lot more land can be put to good use”, 
he said.

However due to limited funding 
some 2,300 hectares of farmland 
available for refugees and their Con-
golese counterparts remain underu-
tilized.

“If additional funding is available, 
a lot more land can be put to good 
use,” says UNHCR’s Barhonyi, adding 
that so far, only 20 per cent of South 
Sudanese refugee families have ben-
efited from such income generating 
activities. 

About 100,000 South Sudanese ref-
ugees are hosted in DR Congo, many 
of whom live in areas that have been 
ravaged by years of conflict and food 
insecurity.

The initiative is part of UNHCR’s 
strategy to empower South Sudanese 
refugees in DR Congo, through direct 
financial support and by maintaining 
peaceful coexistence in the settle-
ments where refugees live alongside 
Congolese.

Initiatives like the farming project 
that bring refugees and their host 
communities together are part of a 
wider approach to address displace-
ment and enhance the socioeco-
nomic inclusion and self-reliance of 
refugees. 

Their involvement in local com-
merce and how these benefits the 
host communities will be among the 
areas of focus at the Global Refugee 
Forum, a high-level meeting that will 
be held in Geneva in December.

States, the private sector and other 
stakeholders will announce high-im-
pact contributions that will give refu-
gees like Neema a chance to use and 
further develop their skills and con-
tribute to economic growth in their 
host communities.

a UNHCR field assistant based in Aru.
Barhonyi adds that the initiative, 

which has been welcomed by local 
authorities, is also enhancing rela-
tions between refugees and the local 
community.

Guillaume Mageu, a local chief, was 
the first community leader in Biringi 
to offer land to refugees when the set-

tlement was opened in 2016. The ges-
ture has served as a crucial example 
for other local leaders to follow.

“I am happy to see refugees cul-
tivate our land to earn a living and 
to put food on the table,” says Guil-
laume. “So when I come here and 
see the harvest has been so good, 
it brings me joy because a refugee 

Neema (centre) sells cabbages on market day, grown on land she works with a farming cooperative comprising both host and refugee farmers.

By Guardian Correspondent

THE Tanzania Forests Services 
Agency (TFS) has issued a 24.89b/- 
dividend to the government, the 
money collected by the agency in the 
2018/2019 financial year. 

Speaking to The Guardian in Do-
doma soon after handing over the 
cheque, TFS Conservation Commis-
sioner Prof Dos Santos Silayo said 
that together with the chairman of 
TFS Advisory Board, Brig Gen Mker-
emy presented the dummy cheque 
to President Magufuli at the event of 

receiving dividends, and other contri-
butions from Parastatal organisations 
at Chamwino State House in Dodoma. 

Prof Silayo said the contribution 
comes from TFS collection for the 
2018/2019 financial year whereas TFS 
planned to contribute 18.39bn/- in ac-
cordance with the Public Finance Act 
No. 6 of 2001 and amendment thereof 
of 2015, but was able to contribute 
24.891bn/- which is more by 6.5bn/- 

Prof Silayo thanked all TFS staff, the 
Natural Resources and Tourism, Min-
ister Dr Hamisi Kigwangalla, TFS Advi-
sory Board under Brig Gen Mkeremy 

and all board members, who enabled 
the collection of the monies and hand-
ing part of its revenue to the govern-
ment.

He also called on all workers to con-
tinue working diligently so that TFS 
continues to be the best example in 
sustainable management of nation’s 
resources.

This is the second time for TFS to 
pay dividend to the government. In 
the previous financial year TFS paid 
22.41bn/ as dividend to the govern-
ment.

TFS pays 24.69bn/- 
in dividend to govt
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Fighters of the 
UAE-trained 
Security Belt 
Force ride atop a 
tank in Yemen’s 
southern coastal 
town of Shuqrah, 
east of the city 
of Aden, on 
August 27, 2019. 
(PHOTO / AFP)

Namibia’s SWAPO battling the elements

South Africa blocks arms sales to Saudi, UAE in inspection row

BY LIESL LOUW-VAUDRAN

    

O
F all the former liberation 
movements in Southern Af-
rica, which include those in 
South Africa, Zimbabwe and 

Mozambique, the South West Africa 
People’s Organisation (SWAPO) has 
probably been the most successful at 
winning elections. In the 2014 polls, 
the party got 80% and President Hage 
Geingob got 86.7% of the votes. Many 
of his peers in the region, especially in 
South Africa, can only dream of such 
figures.

On 27 November, Namibians are 
again going to vote in legislative and 
presidential elections. Just over 1.3 
million voters are registered. And al-
though SWAPO is likely to win again, 
and Geingob to get a second term, it 
will certainly not be with such an over-
whelming margin.

One of the reasons for this will be 
the impact of devastating drought in 
Namibia that saw agricultural produc-
tion shrinking and one out of five Na-
mibians becoming dependent on food 
aid. Stronger opposition, especially 
from independent candidate Pandu-
leni Itula, is also expected to reduce 
Geingob’s margin.

This year has been the driest in 90 
years and Windhoek received the low-
est rainfall since 1891. Opposition par-
ties blame the government for not do-
ing enough to mitigate the crisis and 
help those in need.

Namibia’s GDP growth, which has 
been over 5% a year for decades, plum-
meted in 2016 due to falling commod-
ity prices, coupled with the drought, 
and the country is now in a recession. 
Reliance for export earnings on min-
eral resources such as diamonds and 
uranium has clearly shown its limits. 
This is not good for an election year.

Since independence in 1992, Na-
mibia has taken important steps to im-
prove the livelihoods of ordinary peo-
ple. According to Institute for Security 
Studies (ISS) research, poverty levels 

have more than halved from 50% in 
1993 to around 20%. By 2040 Namibia 
was expected to rank among the top 
10 per capita earners in Africa.

Yet it is one of the most unequal 
countries in the world and the govern-
ment has lagged behind in providing 
basic services and infrastructure to 
its citizens. Access to electricity and 
sanitation are of the lowest among the 
upper-middle-income countries in Af-

JOHANNESBURG 

S
OUTH Africa is blocking arms 
sales to countries including 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE in an 
inspections dispute, endanger-

ing billions of dollars of business and 
thousands of jobs in its struggling de-
fence sector, according to industry of-
ficials. 

The dispute centres on a clause in 
export documents that requires for-
eign customers to pledge not to trans-
fer weapons to third parties and to al-
low South African officials to inspect 
their facilities to verify compliance, 
according to the four officials as well 
as letters obtained by Reuters. 

Officials at major South African de-
fence groups Denel and Rheinmetall 
Denel Munition (RDM) said the dis-
pute was holding up their exports, 
as did a third big defence company 
which asked not to be named. 

RDM said some of its exports to the 
Middle East had not been approved 
since March. 

Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates, which account for at least 
a third of South Africa’s arms exports 
and are engaged in a war in Yemen, 
have rejected the inspections which 
they consider a violation of their sov-
ereignty, the sources said.

Oman and Algeria have also refused 
inspections and seen their imports 
from South Africa blocked, the indus-
try officials added. 

Government officials in Saudi Ara-
bia, the UAE, Oman and Algeria did 
not respond to emails and phone calls 
from Reuters seeking comment, nor 
did their embassies in South Africa. 

Asked about the inspection clause 
issue, Ezra Jele, South Africa’s director 
for conventional arms control in the 
defence ministry, said that authorities 
considered criteria including human 
rights, regional conflict, risk of diver-
sion, UN Security Council resolutions 
and national interest when evaluating 
applications for export permits. He 
did not comment on specific cases. 

The Aerospace, Maritime and De-
fence Industries Association of South 
Africa (AMD) says the dispute could 
threaten the sector’s survival. 

“We’ve got one clause that’s disa-
bling us from exporting 25 billion rand 
(US$1.7 billion) worth of value today, 

right now,” Simphiwe Hamilton, the 
head of the AMD, told Reuters. 

The industry body estimates the ex-
port blocks put an additional 50 to 60 
billion rand in future business at risk 
and could cause the loss of up to 9,000 
jobs at defence firms and supporting 
industries. 

YEMENI CONFLICT 

Since democratic rule was estab-
lished in 1994, South Africa has sought 
to reform its defence industry – once a 
pillar of the racist apartheid regime – 
by making export approvals subject to 
human rights considerations. 

Saudi Arabia is leading an alliance of 
Arab states, including the UAE, to try 
to restore the government of Yemeni 
President Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi, 
who was ousted from the capital San-
aa by the Iran-aligned Houthis in 2015. 

In February, Amnesty International 
accused the UAE of diverting arms 
supplied by Western and other states 
to militias accused of war crimes in 
Yemen. 

In the same month, a CNN investi-
gation said Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
had transferred American weapons to 
Yemeni fighters, breaking the terms of 
their arms sales with the United States. 

The UAE did not respond to the Am-
nesty allegations. The Saudi military 
coalition did not respond to CNN’s al-
legations, but a senior UAE official de-
nied it violated end-user agreements. 

The South African defence industry 
has become increasingly reliant on 
exports, which have grown more than 
12-fold since 1990 as domestic defence 
spending has declined. 

Exports now make up the bulk of 
revenues for major defence com-
panies including Denel, Paramount 
Group, Hensoldt South Africa and 
RDM, which is a joint venture between 
Denel and German industrial giant 
Rheinmetall. 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE alone 
represented a third of South Africa’s 
4.7 billion rand of authorised arms ex-
ports in 2018, according to data com-
piled by the National Conventional 
Arms Control Committee (NCACC), a 
group of ministers and deputy minis-
ters that approves the exports. 

‘ENCROACHING ON SOVEREIGN-

TY’ 

Requiring buyers not to transfer 

weapons to third parties is 
common practice in the inter-
national arms trade, stipulated 
in export documents known as 
end-user certificates. Requiring 
inspections, though uncom-
mon, is not unheard of.

Germany, for instance, re-
quires them for small arms 
sales to certain countries. The 
industry officials told Reuters 
that South Africa had long in-
cluded a clause in its end-user 
certificates requiring on-site 
visits, though it was rarely act-
ed upon.

Clients regularly amended or 
deleted the clause, which was 
included in an annex, and the 
NCACC still granted export per-
mits, they said. 

But in 2017, arms control of-
ficials moved the clause to the 
front page of the certificates, 
and some countries refused to 

sign them, according to the of-
ficials. 

The clause requires cus-
tomers to grant “access and 
permission to South Afri-
can Government Authority’s 
representative(s)” to verify they 
are in compliance with South 
Africa’s defence export regula-
tions. 

“This is what’s making some 
of these countries uncomfort-
able,” Hamilton said. “You are 
encroaching on their sover-
eignty, and they cannot allow 
that.” An NCACC official, who 
was not authorised to speak 
publicly, would not comment 
on the reason for the new for-
mat, and industry officials said 
they had not been told. 

Matters did not come to a 
head until this year because 
arms contracts are often signed 
years before the anticipated 

delivery date, the company of-
ficials said. 

JOB LOSSES ON ‘MASSIVE 

SCALE’ 

Some companies have al-
ready indicated that they will 
need to cut more than 500 
employees if they can’t export 
their products soon, trade un-
ion Solidarity said. 

On July 3, Solidarity and 
other unions wrote to Public 
Enterprises Minister Pravin 
Gordhan stating that failure to 
resolve the impasse would lead 
to “job losses on a massive and 
irreversible scale”. 

“Customers in the UAE have 
already begun firing trials with 
China, India as well as Serbia 
with the intention to replace 
RDM as a preferred supplier 
of ammunition,” said the letter 
seen by Reuters. 

rica. Namibia also continues to 
depend heavily on food imports 
– over 60% of cereals are import-
ed, mainly from South Africa.

The report found that boosting 
agricultural production could 
help reduce poverty significantly 
in the decades to come. This year 
– due to the drought that also 
hit much of the rest of Southern 

Africa – agricultural production 
was expected to be reduced by 
more than 50% compared to the 
last season’s harvest.

Given the nature of Namibia 
as one of the driest countries on 
Earth, with limited agricultural 
land, the ISS study suggests im-
proving agricultural yields on 
land already in use, as well as 

improving the average calorie 
intake of citizens. Namibia has 
already experimented with inno-
vative mechanisms such as aqua-
ponics in this regard.

During the election campaign, 
these issues have been high on 
the list of Geingob and SWAPO’s 
opponents. Land redistribution 
and reducing inequality has be-
come a rallying platform for par-
ties such as the Landless People’s 
Movement, which registered as a 
political party in 2016, led by the 
former deputy minister of land 
Bernardus Swartbooi.

The recent revelations around 
a US$10 million scandal involv-
ing fishing quotas to Iceland also 
didn’t come at a good time for the 
ruling party. The ministers of jus-
tice and of fisheries were forced 
to resign earlier this month over 
their involvement in the alloca-
tion of fishing licences in 2014 
to an Icelandish company, also 
involving Angola. Among the 
fears linked to climate change is 
the dwindling of fish resources 
along the coasts of countries like 
Namibia.

Itula, one of Geingob’s most 
outspoken opponents in this 
year’s elections, blamed the 
president of having ‘looters’ in 
his cabinet and vowed to fight 
corruption were he elected. He 
received support from two of 
the major opposition parties, the 
Namibian Economic Freedom 
Fighters and the Republican Par-
ty, and is said to have strong sup-
port among the youth.

Itula also made headlines in 
the past few weeks when he chal-
lenged the use of electronic vot-
ing machines in the elections. He 
says they will lead to fraud and 
unfair elections because not eve-
ryone understands the system. 
He insists that a manual vote be 
held in parallel.

A Namibian court, however, 
on Monday 25 November dis-

missed the case brought by Itula 
and other opposition leaders. 
The electronic voting system 
was used with relative success in 
2014 and the electoral commis-
sion had been confident that the 
court wouldn’t decide in Itula’s 
favour.

Several of the nine other presi-
dential candidates – of which one 
is a woman, for the first time in 
Namibia’s history – said the eco-
nomic decline and poverty levels 
were a direct result of the govern-
ment’s mismanagement of the 
economy. SWAPO, however, says 
it is doing what it can to improve 
the lives of citizens and to fight 
the effects of the drought.

In May 2019 Geingob an-
nounced a state of emergency 
and appealed to the internation-
al community to help those suf-
fering from the drought. This was 
extended in October for another 
six months to March 2020.

So far, out of an initial budget 
of N$570 million (US$38.6m), 
government has spent N$131m 
(US$8.8m) towards drought 
relief. It has received an extra 
N$129m (US$8.7m) in donations 
to help farmers and families af-
fected by the prevailing dry spell.

But the effects of climate 
change are not likely to ease up – 
neither in Namibia nor the rest of 
the region where up to 11 million 
people need food aid, according 
to the United Nations World Food 
Programme. The organisation 
called the situation in Southern 
Africa an ‘existential emergency’.

SWAPO might win this week’s 
elections but it will have to make 
greater strides to fight corrup-
tion and ensure better services 
so that people can withstand 
these major shocks.

Liesl Louw-Vaudran, Senior 

Researcher, ISS Pretoria

Namibia’s drought and recession will make it hard for SWAPO to win elections with the usual high margins. File photo

Three weeks later, Norbert Schulze, 
RDM’s CEO at the time, wrote to the 
NCACC urging it to take action. 

In his Aug. 5 response, also seen by 
Reuters, NCACC chairman Jackson 
Mthembu said the body would not 
grant an exception. 

“The NCACC is aware of the pos-
sible loss of jobs occasioned by the 
inability to export in the time being. 
However, as your organisation would 
appreciate, compliance with regula-
tions sometimes produces negative 
impact,” he wrote. 

The government is encouraging de-
fence companies to avoid an over-re-
liance on the Gulf, the NCACC official 
told Reuters. But building up business 
in new markets would take time. 

“It’s not like selling Coca-Cola. It can 
take 5-7 years to go into new markets,” 
one defence company official said. “I 
don’t think the politicians are aware 
how serious this is.”
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

TRADE and Development Bank Presi-
dent, Dr Admassu Tadesse has hinted 
that the regional financier will soon 
released another multi-billion shillings 
concessional loan to Tanzania to finance 
its ongoing mega infrastructure projects.

Dr Tadesse said in the new capital 
on Tuesday evening after meeting with 
Minister for Finance and Economic Plan-
ning, Dr Philip Mpango that the Nairobi 
based regional bank (formerly known as 
PTA Bank), has confidence in President 
John Magufuli’s administration hence a 
new round of loan is on its way.

“Tanzania’s economy continues to 
perform better which encourages us to 
support the growth trajectory with fund-
ing targeting major infrastructure pro-
jects,” Dr Tadesse noted. TDB gave the 
country a U$1 billion soft loan earlier this 
year to back construction of the ongo-
ing standard gauge railway from Dar es 
Salaam to Mwanza which is already ap-
proaching Dodoma.

He said the funding will also help im-

plement a hydro-electric power project 
along River Ruhudji in Njombe region. 
“We will soon release more funding to 
Tanzania because we are encouraged by 
the progress being made,” he added.

Speaking after his meeting with the TDB 
President, Dr Mpango said the regional 
financier has been a good development 
partner for the country thanks to its soft 
loans. “In addition to the U$1 billion that 
we received in August this year, we expect 
to get another U$300 million,” Dr Mpango 
said.

He said the new loan will finance con-
struction work of SGR along the Central 
Railway Line but also finance the Njombe 
and other power projects as the country 
gears towards becoming energy self suf-
ficient. Permanent Secretary at Ministry 
of Energy, Dr Hamis Mwinyimvua said 
the TDB’s loan will help bridge the gap of 
U$460.2 million Ruhudji power project 
with capacity of 358 megawatts. “Of the 
amount, U$407 million will be spent on 
buying and installing generation equip-
ment while U$53 million will go towards 
construction of 170 kilometres of trans-

Trade & Development 
Bank chief hints about 
Tanzania getting loan

BORROWING 

mission lines,” Dr Mwinyimvua stated 
while stressing that the government’s 
target is to generate 10,000MW of power 

by 2025. Tanzania Railways Limited’s 
CEO, Masanja Kadogosa said construc-
tion work of the Dar es Salaam to Moro-

goro SGR line has reached 72 percent. 
He thanked TDB for showing willingness 
to provide funding to cover construction 

of the SGR line from Mwanza to Isaka.
Tanzania is one of the 31 TDB sharehold-
ers with 8.33 percent of shares. 

Finance and Economic Planning minister, Dr Philip Mpango (2nd R) welcome Trade and Development Bank President Dr Admassu Tadesse when the letter  arrived in Dodoma earlier 
this week for talks on the financing of the government’s mega infrastructure projects. Right is Treasury Permanent Secretary, Dotto James. Photo courtesy of Finance Ministry.

NAIROBI

AAR Healthcare businesses are among 
those targeted by the International Finance 
Corporation (IFC) in its five-year investment 
plan, which will see it buy significant stakes 
in health facilities in Kenya and Tanzania.

IFC, through its recently formed Hospital 
Holdings Investment (HHI), said it had joined 
hands with private investors to raise Sh11.5 
billion to complete the buyouts. “HHI is ex-
pected to grow services in East and Southern 
Africa from one hospital and 35 clinics to 
five hospitals and 52 clinics, serving up to 1.8 
million patients annually over the next five 
years,” the IFC said. “This will be achieved 
both by building new facilities and acquiring 
existing health care assets.”

IFC’s chief operating officer, Stephanie von 
Friedeburg, said private investment in the 
health sector in Africa was a key strategy for 
competitiveness and access to quality and 
affordable healthcare. “Access to quality and 
affordable healthcare is essential for build-
ing the human capital that economies need 
to promote growth,” said Ms Friedeburg on 
the sidelines of the Investment for Africa Fo-
rum in Cairo.

Last year, HHI filed its interest with Tan-
zania’s Fair Competition Commission to ac-
quire a majority stake in AAR Healthcare (T) 
Limited which operates eight clinics, supply-
ing consultation, laboratory, pharmacy and 
basic radiology two services. In August this 
year, HHI also filed its intention to increase 
its stake in AAR Healthcare Holdings (Kenya) 
to 54.237 percent with the Competition Au-
thority of Kenya.

IFC’s foray into private healthcare has also 
attracted funding from the European devel-
opment finance organisations -- Swedfund, 
Proparco, Finnfund and IFU, Danish Invest-
ment Fund for Developing countries. IFC 
is the largest multilateral investor in health 
care in developing countries, with invest-

ments in over 200 projects in the past two 
decades totalling Sh430 billion.

The statement said IFC had since mobi-

lised Sh4.32 billion from other investors for 
the HHI project. The fund, which also counts 
Pfizer, African Development Bank and Euro-

IFC eyes Kenya, Tanzania clinics in Sh11.5bn investment plan

MAPUTO

The Mozambican government has amend-
ed its case against the bank Credit Suisse, de-
claring that the bank should bear full respon-
sibility for paying what have become known 
as Mozambique’s “hidden debts”, reports 
Monday’s issue of the independent newssheet 
“Carta de Mocambique.”

The term refers to the loans for over two 
billion US dollars that three fraudulent, secu-
rity-related companies, Proindicus, Ematum 
(Mozambique Tuna Company) and MAM (Mo-
zambique Asset Management) obtained from 
Credit Suisse and VTB of Russia, on the basis 
of illicit loan guarantees issued by the govern-
ment of the day, under the then President, Ar-

mando Guebuza.
Mozambique is taking action in the London 

courts against the Abu Dhabi-based group 
Privinvest, which became the sole contractor 
for the three companies, against Credit Suisse 
and against the former Credit Suisse bankers 
Andrew Pearse, Detelvina Subeva and Surjan 
Singh who were closely involved in arranging 
the loans.

Pearse, Subeva and Singh confessed to a 
New York court that they had taken bribes 
from Privinvest sales executive Jean Boustani. 
Pearse and Singh were key prosecution wit-
nesses in the trial of Boustani, which ended on 
Friday.

Mozambique is represented in the London 

case by Joe Smouha (of Essex Court Cham-
bers) and Scott Ralston and Ryan Ferro (of 
3VB). They are being instructed by Keith Oli-
ver, of Peters and Peters LLP, a leading British 
law firm which the Attorney-General’s Office 
(PGR) has chosen to represent the Mozam-
bican state.

The new prosecution argument, depos-
ited with the court on 19 August, and now 
made public, directly accuses Credit Suisse, 
demanding that it be held responsible for the 
entire debt. That would mean annulling the 
loan of 622 million dollars to Proindicus. In 
addition Credit Suisse should pay part of the 
540 million dollar loans to MAM and the 850 
million bond issue to Ematum.

The Mozambican case is that the loans to 
the three companies were just a scheme to 
extract bribes and kickbacks of about 200 
million dollars. This argument clearly bor-
rows heavily from the investigation by the 
US Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) into 
Boustani and his co-conspirators.

The lawyers hired by the PGR argued that 
“the entire debt was no more than a vehicle 
for the enrichment of the accused at the cost 
of the Republic of Mozambique.” As for the 
loan guarantees signed by the then Minister of 
Finance, Manuel Chang, the lawyers pointed 
out that Chang had no power to sign the guar-
antees. Hence they were illegal and unconsti-
tutional, in terms of Mozambican law.

Mozambique steps up its case against Credit Suisse

By Beatrice Philemon

TWELVE South Korean digital technology land map-
ping and designing companies are in the country show-
casing their products to lure local customers.

The Korean geospatial information technology com-
panies will be in the country for two days during which 
they will go on a road-show to show their advanced 
technology land mapping physical features data collec-
tion mechanisms.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam yesterday, the Korean Min-
istry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport’s Deputy 
Director, Jeryong  Ryu said their interest is also to part-
ner with local peers in delivering geospatial technology 
services.

“We are in Tanzania to share our latest technologies 
and experiences with government agencies so that 
we can work together to digitize their work similar to 
what we have done in our country which leads to rapid 
growth of the spatial information sector,” Ryu said.

He said the meeting and road-show will allow Ko-
rean companies get an opportunity to showcase the 
advanced technologies relating to spatial information 
technology which can enable Tanzania’s mapping and 
feature data collection system to be digitized.

“Digitization will help staff to complete their work in 
less time, have a proper data on land demarcation and 
other issues and provide services to the public on time,” 
he noted.

On his part, South Korean Ambassador to Tanzania, 
Tae-Ick Cho said currently South Korea is notable global-
ly is as far as information technology is concerned. “Right 
now we are competing with major industrialized econo-
mies in the world because we have trained our people in 
advanced modern technologies who are also innovative,” 
said Cho.

He advised the government and private sector to invest 
heavily in information technology saying training of hu-
man resources remains an important aspect if innovation 
is to prosper and contribute to growth of the economy.

“I hope the advanced technologies that South Korean 
companies bring to Tanzania will be useful and enable 
the country succeed economically,” Cho noted while 
pledging further support if need arises in the IT industry.

Speaking at the meeting, Project Coordinator for the 
Land Data Infrastructure project at Ministry of Lands, 
Housing and Human Settlements Development, Dr Eric 
Mwaikambo said the advanced technology that Korean 
companies have introduced will help the government 
and its institutions to digitize all land related activities 
to speed up development.

Elaborating on the current status of Tanzania Na-
tional Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI, Dr Mwaikambo 
noted that efforts to develop the NSDI started in 2003 
but that the main challenge being faced is lack of  finan-
cial resources and formal  mandate to coordinate  NSDI 
development activities .

“So far as the Ministry, we are pushing for NSDI poli-
cy budget, land policy to be effected,” he noted saying 
that although no formal NSDI exists, there are several 
Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI) components in place 
already including a new geodetic control network for 
Tanzania.

COLLABORATION 

S. Korean land mapping, 
designing firms hunt for 
consumers in Tanzania

INVESTMENT 

PROSECUTION 

pean Investment Bank as its backers, 
has investments in healthcare provid-
er AAR Group.

IFC’s chief operating officer, Stephanie von Friedeburg, speaks at a past event. 
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By Guardian Reporter, Mbeya

DONATIONS of desks, hospital beds 
and corrugated iron sheets to public 
schools and health facilities in Mbeya 
region by NMB Bank Plc will go a long 
way to assisting government efforts im-
prove education and health services.

Mbeya Regional Commissioner, Al-
bert Chalamila said here yesterday after 

receiving the donation valued at over 
15m/- that NMB is a good and responsi-
ble corporate citizen that is doing good 
work in the southern highlands region.

“I call upon other banks, public and 
private companies to follow suit on this 
exemplary behaviour by NMB manage-
ment and staff. We still have a lot of chal-
lenges facing education and health sec-
tors which the state alone cannot solve,” 

Mbeya RC describes NMB as good corporate citizen for his region
APPRECIATION 

Mbeya regional commissioner, Albert Chalamila (L) shakes hands with NMB’s acting Southern Highlands Zone manager, Hamadan Silliah yesterday 
at a ceremony to receive a donation of desks, roofing sheets and hospital beds from the bank in support of public health and education facilities in 
the region.

IMF wants South Africa to create  
investment-friendly environment

ADVICE 

PRETORIA 

THE International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) wants government 
to create an environment that 
is conducive for investment 
and implement much-needed 
structural reforms to boost 
the ailing economy, National 
Treasury said on Monday fol-
lowing a visit by the lender.

The IMF visited South Africa 
from 6 - 21 November to dis-
cuss economic and financial 
developments as part of its bi-
annual surveillance function. 

“The IMF recommends that 
South Africa creates an envi-
ronment conducive for pri-
vate sector investment and 
take a decisive approach to 
implement structural reforms 
in order to boost economic 
growth,” said a statement.

According to Treasury, the 
global lender also highlighted 
the major challenges facing 
the economy, which include 
weak growth, a deteriorating 
fiscal situation and difficul-
ties in the operations of state 
owned enterprise.

In October, Treasury down-

graded growth forecast to just 
0.5% for this year, down from 
the 1.5% projection made in 
the February, as the economy 
battles high unemployment 
and a rising public service 
wage bill.

The country’s loss-making 
public entities also continue 
to put pressure on the pub-
lic purse, with government 
constantly extending bailouts 
and guarantees to support the 
companies.  

The impact of continued 
support has been flagged by 
ratings agencies who have 
called for urgent reforms to 
address the current economic 
malaise. 

Treasury said the proposal 
raised by the IMF were in line 
with areas that government 
was working on to stimulate 
growth, improve the overall 
fiscal position and address in-
efficiencies in SOEs. 

They pointed at interven-
tions which have been under-
taken since previous IMF visit 
in May, which include the ap-
proval of the Integrated Re-

sources Plan, simplified visa 
regime and the scrapping of a re-
quirement for unabridged birth 
certificate for children entering 
the country.  The cumbersome 
regulation was widely blamed 
for low tourist numbers to the 
country.

“Nevertheless, economic 
growth continues to deteriorate. 
The country’s largest economic 
risk is Eskom. Government has 
announced a comprehensive set 
of structural reforms to support 
the energy sector and more spe-
cifically, Eskom.” 

The country’s weak economic 
position had seen some senior 
business leaders suggest that gov-
ernment may have to approach 
the IMF for assistance, but such a 
thought was dismissed by several 
top officials, including the Gover-
nor of the Reserve Bank Lesetja 
Kganyago.

 Last week, ratings agency 
Standard and Poor’s changed 
its outlook on South Africa’s 
sovereign credit rating to neg-
ative, citing low GDP growth, 
rising fiscal deficits and a 
growing debt burden.

NAIROBI

THE inaugural Jack Ma Founda-

tion led Africa Netpreneur Initia-

tive grant award took place in Ac-

cra, Ghana, on November 16, 2019 

with a total of $1.0 million shared 

between ten entrepreneurs who 

pitched their businesses before 

four judges.

The grand prize of $250,000 

(Sh25.4 million) went to Nigeria’s 

Temie Giwa-Tubosun who is the 

founder and CEO of LifeBank, a 

social impact venture whose core 

business is the distribution of crit-

ical medical supplies to hospitals 

in Nigeria. 

Egypt’s Nawah-Scientific, a pri-

vate bio-medical research centre 

founded by Dr Omar Shoukry 

Sakr, which offers analytical ser-

vices online and on demand, 

won the first runner-up grant of 

$150,000 (Sh15.3 million). Chris-

telle Kwizera’s Water Access 

Rwanda, a business venture look-

ing to plug in the deficit of acces-

sibility and affordability of safe 

water in Rwanda, took the second 

runner up position with a grant 

award of $ 100,000 (Sh10.2 mil-

lion). As the firms received their 

awards for the impact they have 

made in the societry, it emerged 

during the event that African 

startups face a set of hurdles in at-

tracting funds to boost their busi-

nesses and for expansion.

According to financial data and 

software company PitchBook, 

which tracks and aggregates data 

on deals across the globe, out of 

an estimated 530 transactions 

which took place in Africa in 2018 

and whose ticket size was dis-

closed, 222 were below $1.0 mil-

lion in size. 

Of note is that 81.5 percent of 

these 222 transactions were be-

low $250,000 in size, an indica-

tion of the concentration of small 

ticket size deals within the con-

tinent. With investors keen on 

ploughing capital into companies 

with established track records, 

however, deals of this size tend 

to attract very little appetite for 

investment.

“At less than $1.0 million, you 

are likely looking at companies 

which are in the pre-seed stage. 

In other markets where the pri-

vate capital ecosystem is well de-

veloped, these businesses would 

typically be funded by angel in-

vestors,” says Eva Warigia, Execu-

tive Director at the East Africa Pri-

vate Equity and Venture Capital 

Association (EAVCA).

HIGHLIGHTS 

Hurdles African startups face in attracting capital

Chalamila said.
Earlier briefing the Regional Com-

missioner on the state of public 
health facilities in the region, acting 
Regional Medical Officer, Dr Ismail 
Macha said the donation came at the 
most appropriate time when Mbeya 
is facing numerous challenges in de-
livery quality health services.

“In addition to thanking NMB for 

this support, I also request the bank’s 
management not to forget us in fu-
ture because we are still in need,” Dr 
Macha said while noting the hospital 
beds and other medical equipment 
will be better utilised to meet intend-
ed use.

Speaking at the same event, acting 
NMB Southern Highlands Zone Man-
ager, Hamadan Silliah said the dona-

tion targets Mbeya Referral Hospital, 
Idunda Health Center and Mwaki-
bete Secondary School.

“We know and understand the 
challenges which public health and 
education facilities are facing in pro-
viding services to the majority of our 
people hence the decision to sup-
port such areas,” Silliah who is also 
Mbalizi Road’s NMB Branch Manager 

noted.
The donation comprised of 156 

pieces of iron sheets, 53 desks, seven 
beds including two for the labour 
wards, mattresses and bed sheets. 
The country’s largest commercial 
banks by physical branch network, 
profitability and number of custom-
ers has allocated 1bn/- for investment 
in community projects this year with 

Ghana, Uganda to pilot GSMA-backed connectivity solutions

ACCRA

OVER a period of 18 months, Vodafone Ghana and 

MTN Uganda will work with Fairwaves Inc., iSat Africa 

and NuRAN to test new mobile internet connectivity 

solutions for unconnected rural communities in Af-

rica.

This project is an initiative of the GSMA through its 

Connected Society Innovation Fund for Rural Con-

nectivity that awarded grants of up to £330,000 to 

Fairwaves Inc., iSat Africa and NuRAN. According to 

the GSMA, the goal is to deploy mobile broadband 

networks in rural areas. These will provide low-cost 

mobile internet coverage through commercially sus-

tainable models that can be scaled and replicated in 

similar environments across the region.

The consortium will deliver solutions in six months 

and the remaining 12 months will be assigned to the 

host mobile operator to integrate the sites in their 

network, and for GSMA to monitor and evaluate the 

performance of the project.

“This collaboration is ground-breaking in its aims 

to connect unconnected communities in rural loca-

tions and deliver a range of essential digital services,” 

said Akinwale Goodluck, Head of Sub-Saharan Africa, 

GSMA.

“The challenge is not only bringing mobile inter-

net coverage to rural areas, which can be twice as 

expensive as in urban areas and with smaller rev-

enue opportunities but to do so in a way that ensures 

long-term commercial sustainability. Innovation and 

partnership is essential to addressing this challenge, 

and the Innovation Fund, in association with the mo-

bile ecosystem and government partners, is playing a 

key role in identifying new ways of using mobile tech-

nology to connect the unconnected.”

Gordian Kyomukama, chief technical officer at 

MTN Uganda said: “... through partnerships, we can 

change lives by improving digital access, driving fi-

nancial inclusion, empowering and enabling SMEs, 

creating jobs and broad community development, all 

using the power of connectivity.”

Patricia Obo-Nai, chief executive officer, Vodafone 

Ghana, added that the initiative will extend mobile 

connectivity and access to communities within parts 

of northern Ghana. “More than ever before, mobile 

communication has become the preferred means of 

staying connected with family as well as businesses. 

This initiative is in line with our objective to leave 

no one behind as we drive the digital transformation 

agenda in this ever-changing technological environ-

ment,” Obo-Nai said.

Aside from support from telcos, the consortium 

has received backing from regulators in both Ghana 

and Uganda, including the provision of land, as well 

as tax and duty exemptions for imported equipment.

The price range suggests an indicative 
valuation of between $1.6tn and $1.7tn for 
the company once its shares are floated, an 
exercise which could take place next month

PIONEERING 

RIYADH

SAUDI Aramco raised 21.77 billion 

Saudi riyals for its initial public offering 

from retail investors, according to lead 

manager Samba Capital.

Retail investors have subscribed for 

680,254,540 of the shares, the bank said. 

They were offered at 32 riyals per share, 

which was the top end of the energy 

company’s 30-32 riyal price range. Sub-

scription for the retail tranche will close 

on November 28.

Saudi Aramco, the world’s largest oil 

exporting company, has offered 0.5 per 

cent of the company’s shares to retail 

subscribers. A total of 1.5 per cent of the 

company, or about three billion shares, 

are being offered to retail and institution-

al investors through Saudi Aramco’s de-

but stock market listing on the domestic 

Tadawul exchange.

The price range suggests an indicative 

valuation of between $1.6tn and $1.7tn for 

the company once its shares are floated, 

an exercise which could take place next 

month. Aramco is the largest integrated 

oil and gas company in the world, pro-

ducing one in every eight barrels of 

crude. In 2018, the company produced 

13.6 million barrels per day of oil equiva-

lent, including 10.3 million bpd of crude.

The Aramco IPO is central to Riyadh’s 

ambitions to transform the kingdom’s 

economy. 

Funds from the share float are also ex-

pected to boost spending on Vision 2030 

projects such as the $500bn futuristic 

economic free zone Neom and the Red 

Sea Project, a mega-tourism attraction. 

The country is aiming to open up its tour-

ism and entertainment sector.

ON-RECORD 

Retail subscription for Aramco 
share sale reaches US$5.8 billion

GSMA’s Head of Sub-Saharan Africa, Akinwale Goodluck.  
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India’s waiver of spectrum charges not enough relief for telecom operators
NEW DELHI 

INDIA’S telecom sector is in need of help as debt-laden op-

erators hit hard by intense competition pressures are facing a 

three-month deadline to pay $13 billion in unpaid charges to the 

government.

The financial woes of Vodafone Idea, India’s third-largest op-

erator by revenue, were recently laid bare as it posted the worst 

quarterly results in its history, recording a loss of $7bn in the three 

months to September, raising questions about its future viability.

The government extended some relief to telecom operators 

on Wednesday, as the Finance Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman, 

announced a two-year payment holiday on mobile spectrum 

charges. The initiative gives relief to the tune of $5.8bn to India’s 

three major surviving telecom companies: Reliance Jio, Bharti 

Airtel and Vodafone Idea.

However, industry observers argue that although this is a step 

in the right direction, the country’s debt-burdened operators 

need more support. “This initiative of government will not be 

enough, since the industry’s top three telecom service provid-

ers are reeling with liabilities,” says Rajan Mathews, the director 

general of the Cellular Operators Association of India (COAI), a 

telecom industry body in New Delhi. “We are hopeful of further 

relief and we believe that the government will announce more 

measures.”

Operators have run into trouble as they have failed to see 

eye-to-eye with the government’s Department of Telecommu-

nications on what is known as adjusted gross revenue – or AGR. 

The companies say that revenue only from core activities should 

be classified as AGR, but the telecoms department says AGR in-

cludes all revenue – including money earned through non-core 

products and services.

In October, India’s Supreme Court backed the government and 

ruled against telecom operators, ordering them to pay $13bn in 

overdue charges within three months. “The deferment of spec-

trum payments by the government is good news for the telecom 

sector,” says Ajit Mishra, vice president of research at Religare 

Broking in New Delhi. “It is likely to reduce the cash outflows 
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  G h o s t

2 3 : 0 0    H a b a r i

2 3 : 3 0  T h e  B a s e

0 0 : 3 0  A l  J a z e e r a   

2 : 0 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n a l

T H U R S D AY  2 1  N o v

5 : 3 0  U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e -
z i  

6 : 0 0  H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0  K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0  H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5   H a b a r i  z a  s a a

9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o 

9 : 5 5   H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0  Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0   I g i z o  r p t :  U t e l e z i

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0     I g i z o  r p t :  U t e l e z i

11 : 1 5  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  r p t : 
R i p o t i  M a a l u m

11 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0   A l  j a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  I j u e  S h e r i a

1 2 : 5 5   H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0    S h a n g w e k a  r p t  

1 3 : 3 0  Ta n z a n i a  y e t u

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0  Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :    
  E l e n a ’ s  G h o s t

1 4 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  H u r u

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u  

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e  

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5  M a p i s h i

1 8 : 3 0  J a g i n a  r p t

1 9 : 0 0  U s a f i r i  w a k o

1 9 : 3 0  I s i d i n g o

2 0 : 0 0  H a b a r i  

2 1 : 0 0  M a l u m b a n o  y a  h o j a

0 0 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

0 1 : 3 0  C N N  I n t e r n a t i o n -
a l  

  

F R I D AY 2 2  N o v

5 : 3 0    U w a n j a  w a  M a z o e  
  z i  

6 : 0 0    H A B A R I  

6 : 4 0    K u m e k u c h a  

7 : 3 0    H A B A R I  

8 : 0 0    K u m e k u c h a  M i c h e z o

8 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

0 9 : 0 0  K u m e k u c h a  K i s h i n d o

9 : 3 0      I s i d i n g o

9 : 5 5      H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 0 : 0 0    Wa t o t o  w e t u

1 0 : 3 0    H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i   
  w a m o

1 0 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

11 : 0 0     H a w a v u m i  l a k i n i   
  w a m o

11 : 3 0     U s a f i r i  w a k o

11 : 5 5     H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 2 : 0 0    A l  J a z e e r a

1 2 : 3 0  K i p i n d i  M a a l u m  r p t :   
  Ta n e s c o

1 2 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 3 : 0 0  J a g i n a  r p t

1 3 : 3 0  C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 3 : 5 5    H a b a r i  z a  s a a

1 4 : 0 0    C h e t u  n i  c h e t u  r p t

1 4 : 1 5    Te l e n o v e l a  r p t :    
  E l e n a ’ s  G h o s t

1 4 : 5 5   H a b a r i  z a  s a a  

1 5 : 0 0  M e z a  h u r u  – l i v e

1 6 : 3 0  Wa t o t o  We t u

1 7 : 0 0  T h e  B a s e

1 7 : 3 0  I b a d a  y a  k i i s l a m u

1 8 : 0 0  J i j i  L e t u

1 8 : 1 5     M i z e n g w e  r p t

1 8 : 3 0  S h a m b a  l u l u 

1 9 : 0 0  U c h u m i  n a  b i a s h a r a

of the debt-laden telecom players in the 

short-term and enable them to honour 

other liabilities and service, interest and 

debt.

But the biggest risk of AGR dues to the 

government still lingers on, which would 

adversely impact financial [statements].” 

Right now, there is no light at the end of 

the tunnel for operators who have grap-

pled with numerous challenges over the 

past few years because of an intense price 

war that has led to mounting losses and 

higher debt levels.

The woes for the sector started in 2016 

with the launch of telecom operator 

Reliance Jio, part of the oil-focused con-

glomerate Reliance Industries, which is 

controlled by India’s richest man, Mukesh 

Ambani. Jio disrupted the industry land-

scape with its cut-price tariffs, which has 

made data charges in India the lowest in 

the world.

Jio’s aggressive strategy led to a decline 

in profitability and margins. Some op-

erators ended up merging to stay afloat, 

while others were forced out of business. 

EGA to supply bauxite 
from its Guinea mine 
to China’s Xinfa firm

ABU DHABI 

EMIRATES Global Alu-
minium, the UAE’s biggest 
industrial company out-
side the oil and gas sec-
tor, signed an agreement 
to supply bauxite from its 
mine in Guinea to one of 
China’s top aluminium pro-
ducers Xinfa.

Under the five-year 
agreement, EGA will sup-
ply millions of tonnes of 
bauxite each year from its 
Guinea Alumina Corpora-
tion mine to the Chinese 
company with the first ship-
ment scheduled in January 
2020, EGA said on Monday. 
Bauxite is the raw material 
refined into alumina which 
is used to make aluminium.

“GAC is a new global 
source of high quality baux-
ite, responsibly produced 
and with cost-effective 
shipping using the world’s 
largest bulk cargo vessels,” 
said Abdulla Kalban, man-
aging director and chief ex-
ecutive of EGA. 

“The strategy we are suc-
cessfully implementing is 
to have a diversified cus-
tomer base for GAC bauxite 
in major markets including 
China and India.”

EGA invested $1.4 billion 
(Dh5.14bn) in the bauxite 
mining project in the West 
African country as part of 
its strategy to control all 
parts of the value chain, re-

duce costs and secure raw 
materials for its aluminium 
production. The company’s 
mining project and its Al 
Taweelah alumina refinery, 
where EGA began produc-
tion in April, are intended 
to create new revenue 
streams for the company.

“As a major imported 
bauxite consumer in China, 
Xinfa’s agreement with EGA 
will enhance our stable 
long-term bauxite supply,” 
said Zhang Gang, chairman 
of Xinfa Group. “We are 
looking forward to achiev-
ing strategic win-win suc-
cess through both Xinfa 
and EGA’s commitment.”

In July, EGA signed a long-
term agreement with Ve-
danta for bauxite supplies 
from GAC. EGA’s unit GAC 
began bauxite exports in 
August. EGA’s aluminium 
is primarily used in the 
construction, automotive, 
packaging, aerospace and 
electronics industries. In 
2018, the company pro-
duced a record 2.6 million 
tonnes of cast metal and 
made a profit of Dh1.2bn on 
revenue of Dh23.5bn. EGA 
has more than 350 custom-
ers in about 60 countries, 
with the majority of its sales 
going to South-East Asia, 
followed by the US and Eu-
rope. The domestic market 
in the UAE accounts for 
about 10 per cent of EGA’s 
sales.

month Anil stepped down from his posi-

tion as a director.

Survival for the remaining companies 

in such an intense market has come at a 

cost. 

The total debt for Vodafone Idea – 

which was formed by a merger between 

Vodafone India and Idea Cellular – Bharti 

Airtel, and Jio at the end of March stood at 

3.9 trillion rupees according to India Rat-

ings and Research, a part of Fitch Group.

“The telecom players are battling 

through a tough time since Reliance Jio 

came into the fray,” says Umesh Mehta, 

the head of research at Samco Securities, 

based in Mumbai. “Hence any kind of de-

ferral in payment is a welcome move for 

them. 

However, only delaying spectrum pay-

ments will not be sufficient to completely 

pick up these companies because there 

are other issues such as AGR payments, 

an existing truckload of debt, and the list 

goes on, which still need to be addressed 

before the companies manage to stand on 

their feet again.”

Reliance Industries’ Jio is the  telecoms operator in India least affected by Supreme Court judgment ordering tel-
cos to pay $13bn in unpaid charges.

Abdulla Kalban, managing director and chief executive of EGA.

Once a market with about a dozen 

operators, there are only three 

major private companies left 

standing. Jio has risen to become 

the largest operator by revenue. 

The price war also caused Reli-

ance Communications, a telecoms 

company owned by Mukesh Am-

bani’s brother, Anil Ambani, to file 

for bankruptcy in May last year. 

The company has been left strug-

gling to sell off its assets, and this 
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WASHINGTON 

THE witnesses have spoken, the pol-
itics are largely settled. Now impeach-
ment investigators will make the case 
for public opinion.

On Monday, hundreds of pages from 
Democratic Chairman Adam Schiff ’s 
intelligence committee were being 
compiled into an exhaustive report 
that will begin to outline whether 
President Donald Trump engaged in 
“treason, bribery or other high crimes 
and misdemeanors” by withholding 
US$400 million in aid as he pushed 
Ukraine to investigate Democratic ri-
val Joe Biden. The report may come as 
soon as next week.

There are rising political stakes for 
all sides. Americans remain deeply 
split over the impeachment question, 
despite hours of sometimes riveting 
testimony, and the country’s polariza-
tion now seems to foreshadow an out-
come: Democrats are poised to vote to 
impeach the president while Republi-
cans stand firmly with Trump.

Sending the case on to the Judiciary 
Committee, which is ready to start its 
own round of hearings in December, 
provides yet another chance to sway 
public opinion before a House vote ex-

pected by Christmas and a Senate trial 
in 2020.

“The evidence of wrongdoing and 
misconduct by the President that we 
have gathered to date is clear and 
hardly in dispute,” Schiff told col-
leagues in a letter Monday. “What is 
left to us now is to decide whether this 
behavior is compatible with the office 
of the Presidency, and whether the 
Constitutional process of impeach-
ment is warranted.”

Republicans are not necessarily 
disputing the evidence, but insist the 
president did nothing wrong. While 
Trump lawyer Rudy Giuliani pur-
sued the political investigations with 
Ukraine in what witnesses described 
as an irregular foreign policy channel, 
Republicans argue it’s not clear the 
president directly intervened to with-
hold the money to Ukraine. Besides, 
they say, the military aid for the East-
ern European ally countering Russian 
aggression was eventually released.

Trump gave Giuliani a vote of confi-
dence Monday.

“Rudy is the best mayor in the his-
tory of New York. In my opinion, the 
strongest mayor, the best mayor,” 
Trump told reporters in the Oval Of-
fice.

However, in a setback for the administration, a 
federal judge late Monday ordered former White 
House counsel Donald McGahn to appear be-
fore Congress. The president has tried to keep 
top aides from testifying, which Democrats say 
amounts to obstruction of Congress and poten-
tial grounds for impeachment. The administra-
tion will appeal the ruling.

Some Republicans, led by Sen. Lindsey Gra-
ham, prefer to keep digging into unfounded 
claims that Ukraine was involved in 2016 elec-
tion interference, a theory that contradicts the 
findings of U.S. intelligence. They also see reason 
to scrutinize the work of Biden’s son, Hunter 
Biden, for a gas company in Ukraine.

“The whole Ukraine issue, particularly the 
way the House of Representatives is doing it, is a 
joke,” Graham tweeted Monday. “We’re less than 
a year away from the 2020 election. If you don’t 
like Trump — vote against him.”

When Congress resumes next week, Schiff is 
expected to send the report, compiled from 17 
closed-door depositions and five public sessions, 
to the House Judiciary Committee, where Chair-
man Jerrold Nadler will soon begin hearings that 
are expected to result in articles of impeachment 
against Trump.

Rather than gather additional testimony, Na-
dler’s panel is likely to drill down into the ques-
tions surrounding impeachment and whether 

Trump’s actions toward Ukraine meet the bar.
For many Democrats, Trump already proved 

the case when he released a rough transcript of 
a July call in which he asked Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy for a “favor” — the investi-
gations of Biden and the Democrats.

“The unusual fact about this inquiry is that 
the most explosive evidence is the first evidence 
we got: It was the President’s transcript,” said 
Rep. Peter Welch, D-Vt. “All the other evidence 
is confirming it and showing how elaborate and 
sustained the effort was to put the squeeze on 
Ukraine to get the Biden investigations.”

Republicans are just as insistent the end result 
will not remove Trump from office.

“The only prediction I can make is that I can’t 
imagine a scenario under which 67 members of 
the Senate would remove the president from of-
fice in the middle of a presidential election,” Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said during 
an event Monday in Kentucky.

Even as investigators race to compile the re-
port, Democrats aren’t ruling out more testimo-
ny.

The Intelligence Committee still could hear 
from John Bolton, the president’s former national 
security adviser, who left the White House after 
saying he didn’t want to be involved in whatever 
“drug deal” Giuliani was cooking up, according to 
testimony from a top aide, Fiona Hill.

Schiff said Sunday he’s also in discussions with 
counsel for Lev Parnas, the Giuliani associate 
who was arrested with business partner Igor 
Fruman on campaign finance charges.

Bolton has so far declined an invitation to tes-
tify. The panel has issued a subpoena to Parnas 
for documents about the matter.

“We are open to the possibility that further evi-
dence will come to light,” Schiff said. If other wit-
nesses agree to testify, he said, “We are prepared 
to hear from them.”

One witness Schiff does not expect to hear 
from is the still anonymous government whistle-
blower whose complaint about Trump’s phone 
call with Ukraine sparked the impeachment 
probe.

Schiff said over the weekend that the panel 
initially wanted to hear from the person, but 
Trump’s attacks have put the person’s life in dan-
ger. The committee is now trying to protect the 
whistleblower from retaliation.

        Agencies

CAIRO

ARAB foreign ministers have jointly 
rejected a recent U.S. decision recog-
nizing the Israeli settlements in oc-
cupied Palestinian, and warned Israel 
against annexing the Jordan Valley and 
parts of the occupied West Bank.

Following a meeting at the Cairo-
based Arab League, the Arab foreign 
ministers on Monday said in a joint 
resolution that the U.S. decision is void, 
illegal, baseless and violates the UN 
Charter and relevant UN resolutions.

On Nov. 18, U.S. Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo announced that the U.S. 
government will no longer consider Is-
rael’s West Bank settlements “inconsist-
ent” with the international law, a move 

that may further dim the future of the 
Israeli-Palestinian peace talks. 

Pompeo (pictured) said at a press 
conference that the decision, which 
reversed the Barrack Obama admin-
istration’s position on the issue, had 
been made based on the “reality on the 
ground.”

After Pompeo’s statements, the Pal-
estinian Authority asked the Arab 
League to hold an emergency ministe-
rial-level meeting to discuss and defy 
the U.S. position on Israeli settlements. 
Meanwhile, Arab ministers warned 
that the U.S. move poses a real threat 
to regional and international security, 
peace and stability.

They also said the U.S. decision is 
meant to legalize and support Israel’s 

settlement, “which may undermine the 
Arab peace initiative.” 

The foreign ministers warned against 
“exploiting the illegal cover provided 

by unilateral U.S. decisions to encour-
age the Israeli government to ratify leg-
islations aimed at annexing the Jordan 
Valley and parts of the occupied West 
Bank, intensifying settlement and Ju-
daizing the occupied city of Jerusalem.”

In September, Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu pledged to an-
nex the Palestinian Jordan Valley and 
key parts of the occupied West Bank if 
re-elected. The ministers called for mo-
bilizing Arab efforts and working with 
international partners to hold Israel 
accountable for its illegal settlement 
policy and practices.

The resolution adopted by the minis-
ters urged Arab efforts to approach the 
Prosecutor of the International Crimi-
nal Court and demand an investigation 

into the crime of Israeli settlement in 
accordance with the Rome Statute. 

After the meeting, Palestinian For-
eign Minister Riyad al-Maliki told a 
news conference that the Palestin-
ian Authority would formally request 
Arab support for a meeting of the state 
parties to the Geneva Convention to 
hold Israel accountable for its actions 
against the Palestinians.

According to the Geneva Conven-
tion, al-Maliki said, the signatory coun-
tries are obliged to deal with violations 
against the people under occupation.

The U.S. decision to legalize the set-
tlements “is part of a war” the U.S. gov-
ernment declared against the Palestin-
ian people, he said, adding the recent 
U.S. decision is the ninth anti-Palestine 

move taken by the United States since 
2017.

The Palestinian minister noted that 
the resolution adopted Monday by the 
Arab foreign ministers establishes a 
collective action led by Secretary Gen-
eral of the Arab League Ahmed Aboul-
Gheit to face and foil the U.S. decision. 

During the ministerial meeting, 
Aboul-Gheit described the U.S. deci-
sion on Israeli settlement as a “very 
negative and regrettable shift in the 
American position.” 

 “What the U.S. government has done 
after three years of unilateral moves 
and tremendous pressure on the Pal-
estinians is ending its role as a peace 
mediator or reference,” he said.

   Xinhua

JERUSALEM 

ISRAELI Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu does not have to step 
aside after being indicted for alleged 
corruption, the country’s attorney 
general ruled on Monday, a reprieve 
for the conservative leader as he 
fights for his political survival.

The bribery, fraud and breach of 
trust charges filed against Netan-
yahu on Thursday - the first crimi-
nal indictment of a sitting Israeli 
premier - prompted calls for his de-
parture from the center-left opposi-
tion and a watchdog group, as well 
as stirring up leadership challenges 
from within his Likud party.

Israeli law does not require Netan-
yahu to step down at this stage. He 
denies wrongdoing and has vowed 
to stay in power - even though his 
position is already in doubt after he 

and rival Benny Gantz failed to get a 
majority in two elections this year.

Attorney General Avichai Mandel-
blit on Monday convened his senior 
staff to discuss if Netanyahu should 
be declared temporarily unfit for of-
fice, a status that would require he 
resign or take a leave of absence, the 
Justice Ministry said.

Citing, among other considera-
tions, the fact the Netanyahu heads 
a caretaker government, Mandelblit 
found that “the issue of temporary 
unfitness for office should be left in 
the public-political realm (as) there 
is no place for an attorney general’s 
decision at this time,” the ministry 
said in a statement.

Israeli commentators interpreted 
“public-political realm” as a refer-
ence to party or national elections, 
as well as potential petitions to the 
Supreme Court to order Netanyahu 

to step aside.
One such petition, by the Move-

ment for Quality Government in 
Israel, was filed with the court and 
dismissed on Sunday.

After both Netanyahu and Gantz 
failed to form a coalition govern-
ment, Israel is in a three-week pe-
riod during which lawmakers can 

choose a new candidate from their 
ranks to form a government.

Whether Netanyahu qualifies 
may come down to him holding 
onto the leadership of Likud.

A challenger within the party, 
Gideon Saar, said on Sunday that, 
at his behest, Likud would hold a 
leadership election. He voiced hope 

it would take place within the three-
week period allotted to find a new 
nominee within. A Likud spokes-
man did not immediately respond 
to a request for comment.

A poll of Likud supporters aired 
on Israel’s Channel 13 TV found that 
53 percent would re-elect Netan-
yahu as party head against 40 per-
cent for Saar. Senior Likud members 
serving as cabinet ministers have 
largely rallied behind Netanyahu.

He said Likud was still in talks 
with Gantz’s Blue and White party 
on forming a broad “national unity” 
coalition.

Previous such talks had stalled 
amid disagreement, including over 
the order in which Netanyahu and 
Gantz might serve in top office as 
part of a proposed rotating premier-
ship.

            Agencies

Netanyahu not obliged to step aside after indictment - Attorney general

‘China open to world in 
development of 5G industry’

CHINA’S 5G construction is an open and level playing 
field for global companies, and trade protectionism will 
only harm the industry’s development, Minister of In-
dustry and Information Technology Miao Wei said at the 
World 5G Convention on Thursday, November 21. 

According to Miao, there are 113,000 5G base stations 
operating in China, and about 870,000 users have signed 
up for 5G services. By the end of this year, the total num-
ber of 5G base stations is expected to reach 130,000.

China is one of the first countries to have entered the 
5G commercial era, with three major network operators 
introducing the first 5G data plans in the country on Oc-
tober 31. 

“Openness and cooperation are still the global consen-
sus in developing telecommunications,” Miao said. China 
is insisting on the openness of the market, and it welcomes 
global companies to participate in 5G construction in Chi-
na. “No market shares are predetermined in China’s 5G de-
velopment,” Miao said. 

International and Chinese companies have been work-
ing together in China’s 5G sector in terms of research, de-
veloping applications and setting industry standards. The 
Finnish company Nokia, Swedish company Ericsson and 
the US company Qualcomm have all participated under 
the IMT-2020 group to contribute to industry standards. 

Eric Xu, rotating chairman of Huawei, said during the 
World 5G Convention that the 5G base stations and 5G 
core networks are independent from each other, and any 
arguments that the two are inseparable are “ill-intended”.

China can deliver the world’s best 5G based on its spec-
trum resources, base stations and government support. 
While the rest of the world can also reap the fruit of its 
5G development with increasing demand for 5G networks, 
semiconductors and devices, Xu said.

                    Global Times

KIEV

Ukrainian President Vladimir Ze-
lensky on Monday had a telephone 
conversation with his Russian coun-
terpart, Vladimir Putin, to discuss 
progress at the gas talks and the is-
sue of the return of equipment from 
Ukraine’s warships, the press service 
of the Ukrainian presidential office 
reported.

“The Ukrainian head of state not-
ed the importance of the recent re-
turn of Ukrainian ships from Russia. 
At the same time, Vladimir Zelensky 
(pictured)  said it is important to 
return all the weapons, equipment 

Zelensky, Putin discuss gas talks, handover of Ukrainian ships

Foreign Ministers from Arab countries warn Israel against annexing Palestinian territories

UNITED NATIONS

 UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has called for an 
end to violence against women and girls.

“I call on governments, the private sector, civil society 
and people everywhere to take a firm stand against sexual 
violence and misogyny,” he said on Monday in a video mes-
sage for the International Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women. “We must show greater solidarity with survi-
vors, advocates and women’s rights defenders. And we must 
promote women’s rights and equal opportunities. Together, 
we can -- and must -- end rape and sexual assault of all kinds,” 
he said.

             Xinhua

UN chief calls for end to violence against women

President Donald Trump

With testimony over, 
work begins on key 
impeachment report

MOSCOW

RUSSIA’S Soyuz-2.1v carrier rocket has successfully put into 
the designated orbit a Russian defense ministry’s satellite into 
orbit, a ministry source told TASS yesterday.

“A Soyuz-2.1v rocket successfully put into the designated 
orbit a spacecraft for the Russian Defense Ministry within the 
scheduled timeframe,” the source said. The launch and the 
orbiting proceeded smoothly. The ground-based facilities of 
Russia’s Aerospace Defense Forces have already established 
contact with the spacecraft and assumed control of it. All sys-
tems of the satellite work in normal regime.

The Soyuz-2.1v carrier rocket with a military satellite was 
launched from the Plesetsk spaceport in Russia’s northern 
Arkhangelsk region at 20:52 Moscow time on November 25.

“The spacecraft, created on the basis of the unified multi-
functional space platform, has been put into the designated 
orbit, from which the condition of Russian satellites can be 
monitored. Optical equipment of the spacecraft also allows 
making images of the Earth’s surface,” the Russian defense 
ministry said.

It was the second Soyuz-2.1v rocket launch from Plesetsk in 
2019. The previous one took place on July 10, 2019.

                            Agencies

Soyuz-2.1v rocket puts Russian military 
satellite into orbit — defence ministry

and documents from these ships,” 
the press service said.

Apart from that, according to the 
press service, the two presidents 
also touched upon the topic of trilat-
eral gas talks between Ukraine, Rus-
sia and the European Union.

A source in the European Union 
institutions in Brussels told TASS ear-
lier in the day that a next trilateral 
ministerial meeting is planned to be 
held in the first week on December to 
discuss a new contract for the transit 
of Russian gas via Ukraine to the Eu-
ropean Union after January 1, 2020. 
These talks will be preceded by an 
expert meeting on November 29.

Kerch Strait incident

On November 25, 2018, 
three Ukrainian warships 
en route from Odessa to 
Mariupol illegally crossed 
Russia’s state border, en-
tered Russia’s territorial 
waters in the Kerch Strait 
and started performing 
dangerous maneuvers. De-
spite the repeated warn-
ings and demands to stop, 
the Ukrainian vessels con-
tinued their way, forcing 
Russia to use weapons. 

All the three Ukrainian 
ships were detained in the 

Black Sea, along with 24 
Ukrainian sailors who were 
later charged with violating 
the border. On September 
7, 2019, Moscow and Kiev 
carried out a “35 for 35” ex-
change of detainees, which 
included the 24 Ukrain-
ian sailors detained in the 
Kerch Strait.

The three Ukrainian ves-
sels - the Yany Kapu tug-
boat and small armored ar-
tillery boats Berdyansk and 
Nikopol - were handed over 
to Ukraine in the Black Sea 
on November 18.    Agencies

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Customers experienced 5G mobile phones in a 5G business hall in 
Hangzhou. (File photo)
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WORLD NEWS

THERE is a huge difference between 
the current US-China trade tussle and 
the Cold War confrontations, former 
US secretary of state Henry Kissinger 
said at a session at the New Economy 
Forum held in Beijing, where he ex-
pressed hopes for success in the Chi-
na-US ongoing trade negotiations.

Compared with past conflicts the 
world witnessed, Kissinger said, “In 
our period, we do not yet have this de-
gree of rivalry ... but we also don’t have 
formal negotiations to reduce the po-
litical conflict.”

“China is a major economic country, 
and so are we... and so we are bound 
to step on each other’s toes,” said the 
renowned US statesman, toning down 
concerns over the possibility of a 
trade-war-ignited cold war, or even a 
hot war.

“So a discussion of our mutual pur-
poses and an attempt to limit the im-
pact of conflict seems to me essential 
... and if conflict is permitted to run 
unconstrained, the outcome could be 
even worse (than past conflicts)”.

Kissinger flew covertly to Beijing in 
July 1971 and helped open up a new 
leaf in the China-US bilateral relation-
ship based on engagement and coop-
eration. 

China, by its sheer magnitude, is 
about to become a major factor in the 
international system, Kissinger said, 
casting his mind back to his original 
concept of the relationship between 
China and the US.

Kissinger also voiced hope for suc-
cess in the ongoing trade talks be-
tween the two countries.

“Trade negotiations, which I hope 
will succeed and whose success I sup-
port, can only be a small beginning to 
a political discussion that I hope will 
take place by the year’s end,” he said.

The world’s two largest economies 
have been locked in a trade war for 
16 months. Despite substantial pro-

gress having been made in the latest 
round of trade talks in October, some 
still hold a cautious attitude toward 
whether the two could finally reach a 
substantial “phase-one deal”.

Gao Feng, spokesperson for the Min-
istry of Commerce (MOFCOM), said at 
a regular press briefing on Thursday, 
November 21, that China and US trade 
negotiators will continue to maintain 
close communications.

“China is willing to make joint ef-
forts with the US based on equiva-
lence and mutual respect to properly 
handle each other’s core concerns in 
an effort to achieve a phase-one trade 
deal,” Gao said.

Henry Paulson, former US treasury 
secretary, said at the same forum that 
“it’s a tough time in terms of the chal-
lenges we are facing in the global econ-
omy… and this forum is focused on the 
fastest-growing parts of the economy 
and the newest technologies.”

Although traditional economic 
models have been challenged and 
can’t work as well as they used to, “ter-
rific opportunities” also exist along 
with the complex challenges, Paulson 
said.

Moves to undercut ties between the 
US and China would weaken the US’ 
leadership and its leading role in the 
finance sector, according to Paulson.

In the first 10 months of this year, 
China’s exports to the US stood at 2.39 
trillion yuan ($340 billion), sliding 6.8 
percent, data from the General Ad-
ministration of Customs showed.

Referring to the US, Wei Jianguo, 
former vice minister of commerce, 
said on Thursday that “unlike certain 
countries, China is not aggressive and 
doesn’t put its interests ahead of other 
countries, because it doesn’t conform 
to the current global development 
trend.”

  Global Times

LONDON 

A BRITISH man admitted on Mon-
day plotting to assist unlawful immi-
gration after 39 Vietnamese migrants 
were found dead in the back of a truck 
he was driving.

The driver, Maurice Robinson, also 
pleaded guilty to acquiring criminal 
property but was not asked to enter 
a plea on 41 other charges including 
39 counts of manslaughter in a case 
which has shone a light on the illicit 
human smuggling trade.

Robinson, 25, from the British prov-
ince of Northern Ireland, was address-
ing a London court hearing from pris-
on a month after the 39 bodies were 
found in the truck on an industrial 
estate in Grays, about 32 km east of 
London.

Thirty-one of the victims were men 
or boys, and eight were women. The 
oldest was 44 and three were aged un-
der 18, including two 15-year-old boys. 
Most were from Nghe An and Ha Tinh 
provinces in north-central Vietnam, 
where poor job prospects and other 
factors fuel migration.

Many impoverished people from 
Asia, the Middle East and Africa make 
perilous journeys to Western Europe 

in hopes of a better life, often after 
paying huge sums to criminal gangs.

Prosecutor William Emlyn Jones 
told Monday’s hearing at London’s Old 
Bailey criminal court that it was likely 
to be a large and complex case.

Robinson admitted to having con-
spired with others between May 1, 
2018, and Oct 24 this year to commit 
an offence of assisting unlawful immi-
gration, and to acquiring cash which 
he knew or suspected came from 

criminal conduct. No trial date was 
set, and Robinson is next due in court 
on Dec 13.

Another man from Northern Ire-
land, 23-year-old Christopher Ken-
nedy, appeared at a separate hearing 
on Monday, charged with conspiring to 
arrange the travel of people with a view 
to their exploitation, and conspiracy to 
break immigration laws.

His case was also adjourned to the Old 
Bailey until Dec 13.

A third suspect, Eamon Harrison, 22, 
also from Northern Ireland, has also been 
charged with 39 counts of manslaughter 
and human trafficking and immigration 
offences. He was arrested in the Irish Re-
public and the British authorities have 
started proceedings to extradite him.

Police in Vietnam have arrested 10 
people in connection with the deaths.

British police said late on Monday it 
made a further arrest in its probe.

A 36-year-old man was arrested in East 
London on “suspicion of manslaugh-
ter, conspiracy to traffic people and 
conspiracy to assist unlawful immigra-
tion” in connection with the death of 
the Vietnamese migrants, Essex Police 
said, adding he remains in custody for 
further questioning.

                    Agencies

Briton who drove truck in which 
39 Vietnamese died admits plot

AN unprecedented amount of 
69,550 unaccompanied migrant 
children were held in U.S. govern-
ment custody between October 1, 
2018 and September 30, 2019, up 
42 percent year on year, accord-
ing to data from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Ser-
vices (DHHS).

Most of the migrant children 
in detention suffered from inhu-
mane treatment, exposing Amer-
ica’s flagrant disregard for the 
United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and 
willful violations of human rights.

November 20 of this year marks 
the 30th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the UNCRC, the first legally 
binding international convention 
on protecting the rights of chil-
dren.

Ironically, the U.S., which claims 
itself to be a defender of human 
rights, is the only country in the 
world that has not ratified the 

treaty.
On June 2, 2018, an independ-

ent expert report on human 
rights and international solidarity, 
in accordance with the resolu-
tion 35/3 of the UN Human Rights 
Council, pointed out that the U.S., 
driven by populism, slandered 
and smeared the immigrants with 
racist and xenophobic expres-
sions and forced apart the mi-
grant children and their parents, 
seriously endangering the life, 
dignity, liberty and other human 
rights of immigrants.

The use of immigration deten-
tion and family separation as a 
deterrent runs counter to human 
rights standards and principles, 
according to Ravina Shamdasani, 
the spokesperson for the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, 
warning that the U.S. should im-
mediately halt this practice of 
separating families.

The U.S., which flouts the UN-

CRC, has kept a poor record on 
human rights for a long time. In 
April last year, the U.S. started to 
pursue a so-called “zero toler-
ance” immigration policy, causing 
at least 2,000 children to be sepa-
rated from their parents.

As a grave violation of the hu-
man rights of the migrants, such 
practice was strongly condemned 
by the international community.

Between 2014 and 2018, a total 
of 4,556 sexual abuse complaints 
were reported to the Office of 
Refugee Resettlement—an agency 
within DHHS in charge of caring 
for unaccompanied migrant mi-
nors, 178 cases of which involved 
alleged sexual abuse by adult car-
egivers at U.S. facilities, according 
to DHHS documents released in 
February, 2019.

In June, 2019, an illegal child 
detention center in Texas, the 
U.S. invited criticism for its harsh 
conditions. For several weeks, 
the children there weren’t able to 
take a shower or wash their hands 
with soap. They suffered from 
flu and other diseases and were 
treated inhumanely.

“So far this year, at least 35,000 
asylum seekers have been pushed 
back to Mexican border areas 
to wait for their hearings,” said 
Michelle Bachelet, the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights  
in September, adding that the 
cases of family separation, denial 
of access to services and humani-
tarian assistance, and excessive 
use of force against migrants are 
also noted.

To her astonishment, many 

children were detained in U.S. 
centers for a long time because of 
identity issues, which she believes 
seriously violated the human 
rights of the migrant children.

 Protecting children’s rights is 
protecting the future of human 
beings, said Audrey Azoulay, 
Director-General of the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UN-
ESCO), at a conference that cel-
ebrated the 30th anniversary of 
the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child.

When countries around the 
world are stepping up efforts to 
protect children’s rights, the U.S. 
infringes on children’s rights at 
will, which seems all the more 
despicable.

The U.S. is always making a 

great fuss over human rights, 
pointing fingers at other coun-
tries and criticizing them for 
violations of human rights based 
on distorted facts. Never has it 
asked what contribution itself 
has made to the cause of human 
rights in the world.

On the one hand, the U.S. with-
drew from the UN Human Rights 
Council, refused to participate 
in the UN Global Compact for 
Migration or ratify important 
human rights instruments in in-
ternational law such as the Inter-
national Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights, the 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties.

It has not only evaded interna-

tional rules but also caused many 
tragedies such as the forced sep-
aration of migrant children from 
their parents.

On the other hand, under the 
guise of human rights, the U.S. 
tries to stir up troubles and sow 
discord in an attempt to inter-
fere in other countries’ internal 
affairs and create chaos in the 
international arena.

America’s poor record on hu-
man rights revealed its hypocrisy 
and ruthlessness. For the U.S., 
the international law is nothing 
more than an excuse, a Russian 
lawmaker pointed out, adding 
that the international law is le-
gitimate to them only when the 
U.S. intends to seize territories of 
other countries, overthrow other 
legitimate governments, or plun-
der other people’s resources; oth-
erwise, the country can abandon 
the international law at any time.

  People’s Daily

US tramples on human rights at will

BEIJING 

CHINESE Vice-Foreign Minister 
Zheng Zeguang on Monday sum-
moned US Ambassador to China Ter-
ry Branstad to lodge stern represen-
tations and strong protest against the 
US House of Representatives and Sen-
ate’s passage of the so-called Hong 
Kong Human Rights and Democracy 
Act of 2019.  

China urges the United States to 
correct its mistake immediately, and 
stop meddling in Hong Kong affairs 
and China’s other internal affairs, 
Zheng said.

Reiterating that Hong Kong is part 
of China and Hong Kong affairs are 
purely China’s internal affairs, Zheng 
said the aforementioned act blatantly 
interferes in China’s internal affairs. 
He accused the US Congress of ne-
glecting facts and truth, conniving 
at and supporting anti-China rabble 
rousers’ violent crimes.

“It is in serious violation of interna-
tional law and basic norms governing 
international relations. China strong-
ly condemns and firmly opposes it,” 
said Zheng. 

China has unswerving determina-
tion to safeguard national sovereign-
ty, security and development inter-
ests, to implement the “one country, 
two systems” principle, and to op-
pose any external forces to interfere 
in Hong Kong affairs, he said.

“Any attempts to put Hong Kong in 
chaos and destory Hong Kong’s stabil-
ity and prosperity are doomed to fail, 
“ said Zheng.

China strongly urges the United 
States to grasp the situation, imme-
diately correct its mistake, prevent 
the act from becoming law and stop 
any words and deeds that interfere in 
Hong Kong affairs and China’s other 
internal affairs, Zheng said.

“Otherwise, the United States has to 
bear all the consequences that arise,” 
Zheng added.

   Xinhua

China summons 
US ambassador 
over Hong Kong-
related billUS, China need to restrain 

trade conflict - Kissinger

CAPE TOWN

SOUTH Africa’s opposition Dem-
ocratic Alliance (DA) on Monday 
urged the government not to ex-
tend another bailout to debt-ridden 
South African Airways (SAA) hit hard 
by strikes.

The time has come for the govern-
ment to “seriously consider” SAA’s 
future as the airline has put South 
Africa’s already “ailing economy un-
der further distress,” the DA said in 
a statement after SAA encountered 
another wave of strikes. 

SAA lost over an estimated 50 mil-
lion rands (about 3.4 million U.S. dol-
lars) per day during the strikes.

S. African govt urged not to extend another bailout to debt-ridden national carrier

The DA feared that taxpayers would 
be forced to pay the price for SAA’s 
“dismal mismanagement” in the form 
of a bailout, said Ghaleb Cachalia, DA 
spokesperson on public enterprises.

 “The DA is of the strong view that 
the airline must be placed under busi-
ness rescue, in order to mitigate any 

further loss of revenue and to ensure 
that the entity is stabilized,” Cachalia 
(pictured) said.

Without business rescue, the only 
viable option would be the partial or 
full privatization of the national car-
rier, Cachalia added. 

Cash-strapped SAA has relied on 
government bailouts for continued 
operation.  Over the past 13 years, the 
flag carrier has incurred over 28 bil-
lion rands (about 1.9 billion U.S. dol-
lars) in cumulative losses. 

On Friday, the carrier reached an 
agreement with trade unions to end 
a seven-day strike, in exchange for a 
5.9-percent pay rise for workers. 

        Xinhua

US Ambassador to China Terry Branstad

COPENHAGEN

THE Danish government has pledged to provide 75 million Danish Krones (around 
11 million U.S. dollars) to strengthen European Union (EU) action in Africa, a press 
release from the Foreign Ministry has said. 

The Danish contribution, according to the statement released on Monday, will be 
provided to the European Fund for Sustainable Development (EFSD) under the EU’s 
External Investment Plan and will be used to promote growth and employment in 
Africa, as well as address climate challenges and migration.

The Fund is a good tool in fighting the climate challenge, and thus also the root 
causes of migration,” said Rasmus Prehn, Minister for Development Cooperation, in 
the press release. 

In addition to the financial contribution to the EFSD, a Danish expert will also be 
seconded to assist the European Commission in implementing the External Invest-
ment Plan. The EFSD, established by the EU in 2017, is one of the EU financial instru-
ments that promote a proactive development aid policy.            Xinhua

Denmark to provide 11 mln USD to 
strengthen EU action in Africa

LONDON

RUSSIA’S new Ambassador to the Unit-
ed Kingdom Andrei Kelin has not ruled 
out tit-for-tat measures against British 
journalists in response to London’s fail-
ure to issue visas to Russian media rep-
resentatives.

The diplomat, who started fulfilling his 
duties on November 22, told Russian re-
porters: “We will work to ensure that Rus-
sian journalists in the United Kingdom 
have normal work conditions and in the 
event of some steps, which we consider 
as unfair, we will take tit-for-tat measures 

against British journalists in Moscow, 
including from leading media and infor-
mation giants. We take this action in case 
with other countries and we will be do-
ing so in regard to the UK.”

The ambassador has described the 
current situation as outrageous. “No 
doubt, the situation with journalists is 
outrageous since Russian media repre-
sentatives continue working in the UK in 
challenging conditions,” he noted. 

“This is linked to constant pressure ex-
erted on them by local authorities.” Late-
ly, both RT TV channel and Sputnik news 
agency have come under pressure de-

spite working under British licence. The 
UK’s media regulator Ofcom launched a 
case against RT, slapping a huge fine for 
allegedly breaching impartiality rules, 
which was deemed by a London court as 
unfair, Kelin said.

A source told TASS last week that the 
UK had failed to issue visas to some 
Russian journalists this year without 
explaining the reasons. The British dip-
lomatic mission in Moscow declined to 
comment, saying that 99% of applicants 
in Russia received British visas between 
July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019.

   Agencies

Russia’s new envoy to UK not ruling out tit-for-tat measures amid visa spat

Former US secretary of state Henry Kissinger

BERLIN

 POLITICIANS of Germany’s govern-
ing conservative union CDU/CSU have 
intensified calls for a general ban on ad-
vertising of smoking products.

“Whether filter or e-cigarette, prod-
ucts containing nicotine should not be 
allowed to be advertised. Neither in the 
cinema nor on posters,” German minis-
ter for agriculture and food Julia Kloeck-
ner said on Monday. 

 Kloeckner  called for a ban on smok-
ing advertisements in cinema show-

ings admissible for adolescents by 2021 
and a ban on billboard advertising for 
nicotine products by 2022.   However, a 
general advertising ban is also met with 
resistance within the governing parties. 
Joachim Pfeiffer, CDU/CSU economic 
policy spokesman, said that an advertis-
ing ban on tobacco products as well as e-
cigarettes would be against the German 
constitution, adding that “tobacco ad-
vertising is already severely restricted.”

The German Smoking Tobacco As-
sociation (VdR) emphasized that “eco-
nomic advertising is protected by 

freedom of expression,” adding that a 
general ban on advertising in addition 
to the already “massively” intervening 
government would be a demand “un-
worthy of discussion.” Germany is the 
only country in the European Union 
that still allows tobacco companies to 
advertise their products on posters and 
in cinemas despite having made a com-
mitment to the World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) in 2005 to issue a “com-
prehensive ban on all forms of tobacco 
advertising” by 2010 at the latest.  

   Xinhua

Germany mulls general ban on smoking advertising
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BOSTON

MARCUS Smart had the ball bounce right 
for him and the Boston Celtics this time.

Jaylen Brown scored 24 points, Jayson 
Tatum had 20 and the Celtics held off the 
Sacramento Kings 103-102 despite a career-
high 41 points from Buddy Hield on Monday 
night.

Smart had 17 points, including two key 
baskets, and seven assists. Enes Kanter added 
13 points and nine rebounds for the Celtics, 
who had lost the final two games of a 2-3 trip 
to the West.

Smart sandwiched his baskets around a 
3-pointer by Bogdan Bogdanovic, the second 
a spinning shot with 31 seconds to go that 
pushed the Celtics ahead 103-102. The first 
bounced off the front of the rim and fell in 
— a similar look to one that went the other 
way as time expired when the teams met in 
Sacramento.

“Yeah, it was a good feeling,” he said, 
smiling, of the friendly roll. “When I shot it, I 
saw it on the front of the rim again and I was 
like: ‘Not again. I’ve got to get it this time.’ It 
felt good to see the ball finally go in. It’s just 
ironic it happened to bounce like that again 
this time.”

In the team’s first meeting on Nov. 17 — a 
100-99 Kings victory that snapped Boston’s 
10-game winning streak — Smart drove and 
had his shot roll off the front as time expired.

Harrison Barnes added 20 points for the 
Kings, who had won seven of 10. Hield was 
15 of 26 from the floor and went 11 for 21 on 
3-point attempts.

“They’re (defenders) locked into Buddy, 
and to win in this league it takes a team. So 
we’re going to keep looking for him, but we 
need everyone to step up and make plays, 
and I thought we did it tonight,” Kings coach 
Luke Walton said. “We didn’t score the last 
one, but we gave ourselves a chance.”

Boston picked up the victory despite 
missing three starters. Kemba Walker was 
sidelined with a neck strain after a scary 
collision with a teammate last week. Gordon 
Hayward has a fractured hand and Daniel 
Theis was sick.

“It’s one game. We’ve just got to find ways 
to win. We’ll welcome Kemba back when he’s 
healthy. Let him rest up,” Brown said. “We’re 
just holding it down for him and Gordon 
until they make their return. It’s great to find 
ways to win, even with injuries. We’ve got to 
continue to do that, and I’m looking forward 
to it.”

Hield hit his 11th 3-pointer to cut 
Sacramento’s deficit to 97-96. Brown 
countered with a short jumper in the lane 
before Cory Joseph tied it with a 3 in front of 
Boston’s bench with 1:06 to play.

With Boston clinging to its 103-102 edge, 
Tatum airballed a long shot from the right 
corner, and Hield grabbed the rebound with 
5.7 seconds left.

Bogdanovic’s long jumper bounced off the 
rim, and the ball was tipped out of bounds in 
a battle for the rebound as the horn sounded.

Hield scored 21 points in the third quarter, 
going 8 for 11 from the floor, including 5 of 8 
from beyond the arc, and the teams entered 
the fourth tied at 75. Brown had nine in the 
quarter.

“In the third quarter, I felt good,” he said. “I 
just came in locked in. All it takes is one to go 
in, and it started trickling down the lineup.”

But, at the start of the fourth, Hield 
headed to the locker room and a trainer was 
stretching both of Brown’s legs while he was 

on his back at the side of the bench.
Both returned midway into the final 

quarter.
Meanwhile, in Milwaukee, Giannis 

Antetokounmpo had one of the most 
dominant games of his career and the 
Milwaukee Bucks needed every bit of it.

Antetokounmpo scored a season-high 
50 points and grabbed 14 rebounds for his 
17th consecutive double-double to help the 
Bucks rally in the second half for their eighth 
straight victory, 122-118 over the Utah Jazz on 
Monday night.

“We threw everything at him. We threw 
everybody at him. We threw double-teams 
and he made plays out of the post,” said Jazz 
guard Mike Conley. “He got to the free throw 
line. When he started making the long-range 
shot, that really makes it tough. I was proud 
of the way we defended. We tried rebounding 
and tried to box him out, and he was too tall, 
too long.”

Milwaukee led 120-113 with 1:24 left, but 
Bojan Bogdanovic countered with a 3-pointer 
and Donovan Mitchell followed with a layup 
to make 120-118 with 43 seconds left. The 
Bucks missed on their next possession, but 
Brook Lopez blocked Mitchell’s driving layup 
attempt with 4.4 seconds remaining.

Wesley Matthews added 19 points and Eric 
Bledsoe 13 for the Bucks, whose last loss was 
at Utah on Nov. 8.

Bogdanovic had 24 points and Mitchell 20 
for the Jazz, who were 21 of 45 on 3-pointers.

Antetokounmpo’s streak of double-doubles 
is the longest to begin a season since Bill 
Walton opened with 34 straight in 1976-77. 
Antetokounmpo, who had 32 points in the 
second half, played 38 ½ minutes and did not 
commit a turnover.

“I’m impressed, I’m not going to lie to you,” 
said Antetokounmpo, the reigning MVP. 
“Great game and all that. My second 50-point 
game of my career. Doing it with zero 
turnovers and all that, that’s great. I see that 
they made 21 3s, and as a team we were still 
able to be in the game and still win the game. 
At the end of the day, all that matters is a win.”

Milwaukee trailed 57-48 at the half, going 
just 3 of 17 from 3-point range, but pulled 
even with a 10-0 run midway through the 
third quarter. Antetokounmpo’s 3-pointer 
from the top of the key tied it at 74 with 5:28 
left in the period.

“The third quarter stood out, where we 
played well on both ends,” Bucks coach Mike 
Budenholzer said. “(We) had enough stops. 
More importantly, against a good team, we 
were able to make some shots. I was really 
pleased with the third quarter.”

The Jazz used a 10-0 run early in the second 
quarter to go in front 35-25. Milwaukee 
missed seven consecutive shots during that 
span, including 0 for 5 from beyond the arc.

Utah was aided by a six-point swing midway 
through the second quarter. Bledsoe’s short 
pull-up jumper from the right baseline was 
negated when he was called for an offensive 
foul for jumping back into Bogdanovic. The 
Bucks challenged, but the call was upheld, 
and Budenholzer then was called for a 
technical. Bogdanovic made the free throw 
and then drilled a 3-pointer on the ensuing 
possession to put Utah up 39-29.

“We pride ourselves on being a team 
that’s going to play late (in the postseason),” 
Mitchell said. “But we’ve got to grind and get 
to that point. We could have got them tonight, 
but Giannis got 50. He’s the MVP for a reason.”

    AP

Celtics hold off Kings 103-102 
despite Hield’s 41 points 

Boston Celtics’ Carsen Edwards has the ball knocked away from him by Sacramento Kings’ Trevor Ariza 
during the second quarter of an NBA basketball game Monday, Nov. 25, 2019, in Boston. (AP Photo)

 

        
By Correspondent Lloyd Elipokea

 AS the countdown to the 2019 
FIFA Ballon d’or prize-giving 
ceremony continues, the debate 
over which internationally 
acclaimed star deserves to succeed 
playmaker Luka Modric as the 
globe’s undisputed best player for 
this year has distinctly intensified a 
couple of notches as well.

Indeed, as ever, the ‘usual suspects’ 
such as the devastatingly deadly 
Cristiano Ronaldo and his longtime 
bête noire Lionel Messi, have found 
themselves on the shortlist for 
the coveted gong this time around 
too, following another customarily 
brilliant and outstanding year 
for both colossuses who bestride 
the global stage as the two most 
glittering stars of world football for 
many a year now.

Indeed, like them or loathe 
them, it is unquestionably true 
that Messi and ‘CR 7’ deserve to be 
lavished with praise as both football 
attackers par excellence continue 
to vie gamely for football’s most 
exalted individual honors in spite 
of the generally acknowledged fact 
that both iconic football heroes are 
now firmly in the twilight of their 
peerless careers.

Now, since we are talking about 
matters Ballon d’or, that last point 
allows me to segue nicely into the 
subject of African representation on 
the shortlist for the FIFA Ballon d’or 
prize, an issue which shall constitute 
the main crux of this piece today.

Encouragingly, this year sees 
a bumper harvest of a quintet of 
magnificent African football players 
whose inclusion on the shortlist has 
raised hopes among some quarters 
on the continent that an immensely 

classy African star could yet walk 
away with the FIFA Ballon d’or prize 
come December 2nd, 2019, which is 
D-Day for when all will be revealed.

Indeed, the quintet of the 
shortlisted, and prominent African 
exponents of football are as follows: 
the Gunners’ attacking lynchpin, 
Pierre Emerick-Aubameyang, 
Manchester City’s ever-threatening 
forward Riyad Mahrez, Koulibaly, 
the stellar defender who has carved 
out a name for himself in Serie A, 
the Home of Great Defenders, and 
lastly but definitely not the least, 
Liverpool’s perennially dangerous 
attacking double-act of Sadio Mane 
and his ‘partner in crime’, Mohamed 
Salah.

It is disheartening to note, though, 
that the case for one of Messrs 
Salah, Mane, et al carting home the 
coveted FIFA Ballon d’or gong is 

discouragingly not supported by 
history.

Indeed, there has only ever 
been one African winner of the 
enormously prized FIFA Ballon 
d’or accolade in the annals of the 
beautiful game and that winner was 
the Liberian football legend-turned-
statesman, George Weah.

Doubtlessly, 1995 was a supremely 
glorious twelve-month time-span in 
which Weah, then a highly touted 
new AC Milan signing upended the 
established order of international 
football to win the CAF African 
Player of the Year award, the 
European Player of the Year crown 
and finally, the grandest individual 
honor of them all, the FIFA Ballon 
d’or prize to boot.

It was without question a 
staggering and unprecedented 
football achievement which 

sealed Weah’s pride of place in the 
pantheon of unforgettable African 
football greats.

Despite the magnitude of Weah’s 
accomplishment in 1995, the million 
dollar question hovering in the 
air is: why has no other illustrious 
African football star ever won the 
FIFA Ballon d’or award since 1995 
when Weah memorably broke new 
ground for continental football.

It is not as if there has been a dire 
shortage of prospective African 
candidates to win the FIFA Ballon 
d’or accolade since 1995 to the 
present-day.

One can rapidly recollect the now-
retired Samuel Eto’o terrorizing La 
Liga defenses in his pomp and also 
the legendarily effective Ivorian 
marksman, Didier Drogba, who 
almost single-handedly helped 
Chelsea to win their first-ever UEFA 
Champions League trophy around 
the 2012-2013 season even to the 
extent of admirably converting the 
last spot-kick of a penalty shootout 
which handed victory and cup glory 
to the Blues.

This then returns us to the 
present moment where five African 
football players extraordinaire will 
be fervently hoping that the football 
gods will ultimately tilt the scales in 
their favour.

However, in the big picture, the 
powers-that be in world football 
swiftly need to engage in a whole 
lot of soul-searching over whether 
there could be sinister reasons that 
could help to explain why to date 
George Weah remains the only 
African winner of the FIFA Ballon 
d’or award in the long and storied 
history of the august individual 
accolade itself.

Will Africa’s Ballon D’or drought ever end?   

Riyad Mahrez

Moroccan rapper gets year in prison for critical video

Amani Isaya from Arusha’s Orkeeswa Secondary School shows off a trophy the school’s volleyball team won in the U-19 category of volleyball competition in the international 
schools’ sports weekend in Moshi, Kilimanjaro yesterday. Orkeeswa Secondary School became the shining stars taking home 15 trophies for different games that they participated 
in. PHOTO: GUARDIAN CORRESPONDENT

FES, Morocco

MOROCCAN rapper Gnawi knew 
the police would come when he and 
two friends released an unusually 
outspoken video exposing their 
country’s problems with migration 
and drugs and expressing frustration 
with the king.

And sure enough, they did.
Gnawi, a former military 

serviceman whose real name is 
Mohamed Mounir, was handed a 
one-year prison sentence Monday 
by a judge for insulting the police 
in a case that his supporters say is 
a backlash against growing public 
anger at authorities and over a lack 
of economic opportunity.

Moroccan authorities have said 
Gnawi’s arrest was prompted by an 
earlier video in which he insulted the 
police, a crime punishable by up to 
two years in prison.

The video he released with rappers 
Lz3er and Weld L’Griya featured 
the song “3acha cha3b” (“Long Live 
the People”). Released Oct. 29, it 
immediately went viral, and now 
has more than 15.5 million hits on 
YouTube.

The five-minute video rages against 
the powers-that-be and criticizes the 
country’s widening economic gap, 
a message aimed at the country’s 

disillusioned younger generation.
One passage of the song reflects 

on the Hirak protest movement 
in Morocco’s impoverished Rif 
mountain region. Another section 
profiles a mother whose sons died 
attempting to migrate to Europe, 
while another paints a picture of a 
young generation ruined by hashish 
and hard drugs.

Most shockingly to many 
Moroccans, the song also directly 
criticizes Morocco’s king and his 
adviser, a criminal offense.

“We didn’t do this project to 
point fingers or create controversy,” 
Lz3er told The Associated Press. 
“We voiced what the majority of 
Moroccans feel but fear to say ... and 
it naturally upset those who do not 
want change.”

Morocco, a kingdom long known 
for its stability in the Arab world, 
adopted constitutional reforms in 
response to the 2011 Arab Spring 
protests against corruption and abuse 
of power and in favor of expanding 
free speech. But the country is still 
struggling with poverty, corruption 
and unemployment. Freedom of 
expression is guaranteed in the 
constitution, but with limits.

The 31-year-old Lz3er, whose real 
name is Yahya Semlali, said he was 
followed after the song’s release and 

that “All Morocco knows that Gnawi 
is arrested because of the ‘3acha 
cha3b’ song.”

Morocco’s political rap is grounded 
in poetry and has a rhythm and 
meter distinct from American rap. 
The language’s guttural syllables 
demand fury in delivery, and rap is a 
welcome outlet for political passions.

“All of us are in the ‘see and be 
quiet’ mode. But I do this because I 
don’t want to see and be quiet. That’s 
why people respond to my music,” 
Lz3er said in an interview at his 
house in Fes. The city is prized by 
tourists for its beauty and royal sites; 
locals know it as Morocco’s capital of 
crime.

Lz3er and Weld L’Griya grew up 
in a world of crime. Both school 
dropouts, they got their education 
on the streets from those who turned 
to prostitution for lack of other 
opportunity and from young men 
who slept on the street in cardboard 
boxes and turned to drugs as an 
escape.

“We are stuck in a caste system 
and our rap mirrors exactly that,” 
Lz3er said.

But for government spokesman 
Hassan Abyaba, the rap song doesn’t 
reflect Morocco’s reality.

“Songs of all kinds must respect 
the citizens, the constancy of 

the nation and the principles 
and values that are part of the 
Moroccans’ education,” he told a 
news conference last week.

The Minister of Human Rights, 
Mustapha Ramid, dubbed the song 
“provocative and offensive.”

A small group of supporters 
gathered in front of Salé court to 
demand Gnawi’s release.

“The state is always oppressing 
us,” said protester Youssef Montaser. 
“The police don’t guarantee our 
rights, they wrong us.”

Politically engaged rappers are 
often arrested for “offenses that 
have nothing to do with music 
or their artistic production,” said 
linguistics expert Zineb Harrouchi.

Opposition rapper Mouad 
Belrhouate, better known as El 
7aqed or “the resentful one,” has 
been arrested three times for his 
music critical of Morocco’s social ills 
and ruling elite.

A political refugee in Belgium since 
2015, he told the AP: “Though I love 
my country very much, it suffocated 
me. I was always followed, watched. 
I felt in prison outside of prison, and 
yet I dream of the day I return to my 
neighborhood, my little bunker in 
my neighborhood in Casablanca.”

            AP
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DORTMUND, Germany

BorUSSIA Dortmund hope goal-
scoring defender Achraf Hakimi will 
again be their Champions League 
“weapon” to shoot down Barcelona 
on wednesday and relieve pressure 
on under-ire coach Lucien Favre.

with two group games left, a last 
16 place is still irmly in the hands 
of the Germans, who sit a point be-
hind pool leaders Barcelona, thanks 
to Hakimi’s two goals in a stunning 
3-2 home win over Inter Milan three 
weeks ago.

However, dreadful Bundesliga re-
sults in the meantime leave Favre 
needing a good performance in Bar-
celona to safeguard his job, putting 
the onus on Madrid-born Hakimi 
and his team-mates to turn things 
around at Barcelona’s Camp nou.

Hakimi, who joined on loan from 
real Madrid in July 2018, has been a 
regular starter under Favre at Dort-
mund. He has scored nine goals 
and set up 10 more in 47 matches as 
either a full-back on either lank or 
even up front as a winger.

He has scored four of Dortmund’s 
ive Champions League goals, daz-
zling by scoring twice out of position 
on the left wing in october’s 2-0 win 
at Slavia prague, where club captain 
Marco reus described him as “a 
weapon” in Dortmund’s attacking 
armour.

“He’s incredibly fast. From that 
point of view, he’s always a weapon,” 
said reus.

Having proved his versatility in 
prague, Hakimi celebrated his 21st 
birthday with another two goals - this 
time from full-back - in the come-
back win over Inter as Dortmund 
came from two goals down.

- ‘Hats of’ -
“Hakimi was everywhere,” said 

Favre.
“Hats of to him: he scored twice, 

but the others fed (passes into him) 
well too.”

Hakimi is relishing the freedom 
in the second of his two seasons on 
loan from real, where he made bare-
ly a dozen appearances.

“Sometimes you have to have ex-
periences like this to get where you 
want to be,” he told Spanish newspa-

per AS.
“that meant coming to Germany 

and I have to say it’s been great.
“I’m a better player and am getting 

regular football.
“that conidence is what allows 

you to express yourself and play with 
freedom. I’m now a diferent Achraf.”

the Morocco international is at his 
best using his pace and strength to 
power through defenders.

Much like the team around him, 
Hakimi has creases to smooth in 
his defensive game. He is too often 
caught out of position when oppo-
nents counter attack.

Since the high of the home win 
over Inter, the wheels have threat-
ened to come of Dortmund’s season.

- Impact of bench -
A 4-0 thrashing at Bayern Munich 

a fortnight ago was followed by a 
woeful display last Friday at home to 
Bundesliga bottom side paderborn, 
as Dortmund had to come from three 
goals down to salvage a 3-3 draw.

“we go to Barcelona with Lucien 
Favre and expect a much better per-
formance,” sports director Michael 
Zorc said tersely on Saturday.

the Dortmund squad were jeered 
and whistled, amid cries of “shame 
on you!” at Sunday’s annual general 
meeting.

with Dortmund trailing 3-0 at 
home, Hakimi was one of Favre’s 
three half-time changes against pad-
erborn.

He made an immediate impact by 
setting up england winger Jadon San-
cho, who pulled one back before fur-
ther goals by Axel witsel, then reus 
just before the inal whistle, salvaged 
a point.

An ashen-face reus apologised to 
Dortmund fans for a “shit” perfor-
mance and at Sunday’s AGM, club 
Ceo Hans-Joachim watzke quoted 
Martin Luther to urge the glum-faced 
squad to buck up their ideas.

“As even Luther said, ‘no happy fart 
can come out of a despondent back-
side’ - that should be the motto for 
the upcoming games,” said watzke.

now it’s up to Hakimi and his team-
mates to bring a breath of fresh air in 
Barcelona to Dortmund’s stale sea-
son.

                       AFP

Achraf Hakimi: Dortmund’s goal-

scoring ‘weapon’ for under-fire Favre

Balotelli targeted with more 
racism - by his club president

MILAN

MArIo Balotelli was the subject of 
a racist remark by the president of his 
club on Monday in the latest discrimina-
tory incident of a Serie A season marred 
by derogatory chants and other offen-
sive behavior.

Balotelli has struggled since return-
ing to the Italian league with Brescia, 
his hometown club, and was dropped 
from the weekend’s match following a 
dispute with coach Fabio Grosso.

Asked about Balotelli before a league 
meeting on Monday, Brescia president 
Massimo Cellino said: ‘’He’s black, what 
can I say, he’s working on clearing him-
self but he’s having a lot of difficulty.’’

Brescia later attempted to downplay 
Cellino’s comment, saying in a state-
ment that it was merely ‘’a quip’’ that 
was ‘’clearly misunderstood.’’ the club 
added that Cellino was ‘’attempting to 
downplay the excessive media coverage 
by protecting (Balotelli).’’

Upon exiting the league meeting, Cel-

lino added, ‘’who’s calling me a racist? ... 
I don’t have to excuse myself from some-
thing that I don’t believe in.’’

Balotelli experienced racism at the 
beginning of his career in Italy, where 
he rose to prominence with Inter Mi-
lan, and he was also the target of racist 
chants this month during a match at 
Hellas Verona.

the game in Verona was suspended 
for several minutes and Balotelli threat-
ened to leave the field after angrily kick-
ing a ball into the stands.

Derogatory chants have also been 
aimed at romelu Lukaku, Franck Kes-
sie, Dalbert Henrique, Miralem pjanic, 
ronaldo Vieira and Kalidou Koulibaly in 
Serie A. All the players targeted - except 
for pjanic, who is Bosnian - are black.

Balotelli rejoined Serie A after three 
years in the French league. with two 
goals in seven matches, Balotelli has not 
been able to help Brescia climb out of 
last place.

         AP

Messi and ronaldo are ‘monsters’, says Dybala

TURIN,, Italy

LIoneL Messi and Cristiano ron-
aldo are “monsters” who are con-
vinced they are the best player on 
the pitch in every game, according 
to Argentina and Juventus forward 
paulo Dybala.

the duo are among the greatest 
players of all time and have won a 
combined 10 Ballon d’or trophies 
since 2008.

Dybala has played alongside ron-
aldo at Serie A champions Juve since 
the portugal international’s move 
from real Madrid ahead of the 2018-
19 campaign and has teamed up 
with Barcelona superstar Messi for 
Argentina over the last four years.

Having seen both players at close 
quarters, the 26-year-old believes 
they share a lot of similarities.

“outside the pitch they are two 
very quiet people, but inside they 
are two monsters,” he told Spanish 
newspaper el pais. 

“I heard Luis Scola [Argentinian 
basketball player] said both Leo and 
Cristiano enter the ield convinced 
that they are the best and that is why 
they are the best. And I am sure that 
is so.

“My friends used to tell me: ‘You 
have the best in the national team 
and now they bring you the best one 
at your club’. I replied: ‘It is an advan-
tage for me.’

“I can study them every day. who 
doesn’t want to play with the best? 
we are talking about two phenome-
nal players; two players who are one 
or two steps above the rest. 

“they are at the top on a football 
level and also at a mental level. It is 
not easy to keep going and score 40 
goals every year. It is crazy. 

“In the history of football, great 
players have played at great teams 
and have not achieved what they 
did. they have been good for each 
other.”

             (Agencies)

MILAN

nApoLI head for Liverpool on wednesday for a 
Champions League clash which could prove crucial 
to coach Carlo Ancelotti’s future at the troubled Ital-
ian club.

the three-time Champions League winning 
coach’s second season at the Stadio San paolo has 
proved to be a complicated one, after leading them 
to second in Serie A in his irst year.

His team’s fortunes have waned after the high of 
opening their Champions League campaign with a 
2-0 win over reigning european champions Liver-
pool, with dressing room unrest amid friction be-
tween the players and club management.

napoli president Aurelio De Laurentiis ordered the 
team to be conined to a week-long training camp 
earlier this month after a 2-1 league defeat to rivals 
roma saw them slip to seventh in Serie A.

But as Ancelotti voiced his disagreement with the 
lockdown, the players all returned home after a 1-1 
draw against Salzburg three days later, which stalled 
their bid to reach the Champions League last 16.

“the relationship between the president and I is 
excellent and nothing changes,” Ancelotti had in-
sisted, after saying he disagreed with the ‘ritiro’ or 
training camp.

Film mogul De Laurentiis threatened to sell the 
entire squad and take legal action against the players 
after the dressing room revolt.

And the sanctions began to fall this week amid re-
ports Monday the players would receive hefty ines 
for breaking the lockdown.

Gazzetta Dello Sport reported that players’ salaries 
for the month of november -- apart from those out 
injured at the time -- will be cut by a quarter.

Brazilian Allan, who had an argument with 
edoardo De Laurentiis, son of the napoli president, 
will see his salary slashed by half, or 200,000 euros 
($220,000).

In total, players’ salaries will be cut by 2.5 million 

Ancelotti’s future in spotlight as 
troubled Napoli visit Liverpool 

time for Arsenal to sack emery and follow tottenham’s lead 
By Mark Ogden, Senior Writer, ESPN FC 

 IF any under-pressure manager could have 
brushed of the sacking of Mauricio pochettino at tot-
tenham as posing no threat to his own position, Arse-
nal’s Unai emery was probably the one feeling least 
concerned by the prospect of the Argentine taking his 
job.

ole Gunnar Solskjaer, Zinedine Zidane and thomas 
tuchel will all have to accept the reality of pochetti-
no’s name being mentioned in relation to their own 
jobs at Manchester United, real Madrid and paris 
Saint-Germain respectively every time their team suf-
fers a setback, but it is virtually impossible to imagine 
pochettino being lined up by Arsenal to replace the 
struggling emery.

terry neill left Spurs to take charge of Arsenal in 
1976, while George Graham managed tottenham 
for 2½ years at the end of the 1990s having guided 
Arsenal to league titles in 1989 and 1991 but, such is 
the antipathy between the two north London rivals, 
pochettino to Arsenal belongs in the realms of fantasy.

But right now, Arsenal don’t appear to be a club 
blessed with the audacity, vision or self-conidence to 
turn the football world upside down by taking advan-
tage of pochettino’s availability. Some clubs and own-
ers think big and bold, but emery’s appointment as 
Arsene wenger’s successor in 2018 tells you everything 
you need to know about the safe and conservative ap-
proach adopted by the Gunners under the ownership 
of Stan Kroenke.

emery was lucky to land one of the biggest jobs in 
the game when he took charge of Arsenal last year. 
His success in winning three europa Leagues with Se-
villa was rewarded with the paris Saint-Germain job in 
2016 but, having failed to deliver any kind of upward 
momentum at the parc des princes, his exit at the end 
of the 2017-18 season was as a coach who left little or 
no mark on the club where he had spent two years in 
charge.

the same is happening at Arsenal where, if you had 
just come back from an 18-month holiday without ac-
cess to news or social media, you would see virtually 
no diference from the club he inherited from wenger. 
Arsenal continue to be breathtaking to watch going for-
ward when it all clicks, but they still can’t defend, are a 
soft touch away from home and the midield remains as 
devoid of top quality as it has been for almost a decade.

emery has also been unimpressive in his dealings 
with Mesut ozil and Granit Xhaka. with ozil, he re-
luctantly handed the German midielder a irst-team 
reprieve at the end of october having overlooked 
him for all but two games in the opening 10 weeks 
of the season. And having allowed the players to de-
cide between themselves that Xhaka should become 
captain in the summer, rather than make the decision 
himself, emery then appeared to dance to the tune 
of the club’s supporters by dropping the midielder 
and stripping him of the captaincy following his reac-
tion to being booed by the fans during the 2-2 draw 
at home to Crystal palace last month. Xhaka has not 
played since and Arsenal’s winless run in the premier 
League now stretches back to oct. 6.

wherever you look, there are only negatives where 
emery is concerned, which is perhaps why the Arse-
nal board took the unusual step earlier this month of 
issuing their public backing, alongside a demand for 
improved results, due to the growing tension around 
the emirates. Yet while emery may be immune from 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko
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pochettino’s sacking to a large extent, how 
Arsenal react to events at Spurs will give a 
clear indication as to where they see them-
selves heading as a club.

In many ways, tottenham’s decision to 
sack the manager who took them to the 
Champions League inal last season has 
upped the ante on Arsenal. Until recently, 
Arsenal were the big, ambitious power-
house in north London, but they have been 
overtaken on and of the pitch by Spurs.

to take such a ruthless decision as sacking 

pochettino tells you that Spurs will not settle 
for their current state of afairs. Appointing 
Jose Mourinho as pochettino’s successor un-
derlines the determination to win big at tot-
tenham. Arsenal, on the other hand, seem 
to be drifting along with no obvious sense of 
where they want to be.

Yet if the Arsenal hierarchy want to be the 
major force in London again, perhaps they 
have to take a leaf out of tottenham’s book 
by refusing to settle for stagnation. they cur-
rently sit one point, and two places, above 

napoli are still on course to qualify for 
the Champions League knockout rounds 
as they are second in Group e behind Liv-
erpool, four points ahead of third-placed 
Salzburg with two games to play.

they will reach the last 16 if they beat Liv-
erpool or if Salzburg do not beat Genk, hav-
ing failed to advance past the group stages 
last season.

But they come up against a Liverpool 
side who have an eight-point advantage on 
top of the premier League table and whose 
only loss this season came at the San paolo.

to add to their problems napoli will be 
without captain Lorenzo Insigne, who hurt 
his elbow in Saturday’s match.

the Italian forward has scored ive times 
for napoli this campaign, and also scored 
the last-gasp winner against Liverpool in 
last season’s 1-0 group stage victory in na-
ples.

Forward Arkadiusz Milik has an ab-
dominal inlammation, joining an injury 
list which already includes defensive duo 
Kevin Malcuit and Faouzi Ghoulam.

But portuguese full-back Mario rui and 
Spanish midielder Fabian ruiz, absent 
against Milan, have been named in the 
squad.

Ancelotti arrived in naples boasting 
three Champions League trophies from 
his time with Milan and real Madrid, and 
a premier League trophy from his two-year 
tenure at Chelsea.

But their hopes of ending Juventus’ do-
mestic domination have faded along with 
their hopes of a irst Serie A title since the 
days of Diego Maradona, who also helped 
them win their only european trophy -- the 
1989 UeFA Cup.

                  AFP

euros ($2.7 million).
- Media blackout -
the club have also imposed a media si-

lence with Ancelotti and the players refus-
ing to speak after Saturday’s 1-1 draw against 
AC Milan extended their winless run to six 
games in all competitions, and left them 15 
points behind Serie A leaders Juventus, out 
of the european places.

However, under UeFA rules Ancelotti 
will be obliged to speak during a news con-
ference at Anield on the eve of the match, 

with napoli conirming that he will be pre-
sent. “we are not satisied with the perfor-
mance and the ranking, but it is also true 
that we deserved more points and more 
luck in various games,” Ancelotti said ear-
lier this month.

“the situation must be considered with 
a cool head.”

ex-Juventus coach Massimiliano Allegri, 
meanwhile, was seen in the stands at San 
Siro on Saturday, fuelling speculation he 
could be waiting in the wings.

Spurs in the premier League table, but few 
would argue that Arsenal look to be a better 
long-term bet than their local rivals. And if 
emery was being judged by the same stand-
ards as pochettino was at tottenham, he 
would probably no longer be in a job.

with a trip to norwich, a home game 
against Brighton and a London derby at 
west Ham next up for emery’s team, any-
thing less than six points will only increase 
the pressure on the Arsenal board to be as 
demanding as tottenham’s.
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SEYCHELLES’ national U-20 soccer team’s 
head coach, Cliff Nolin, has named his squad 
for the 2019 COSAFA Men’s U-20 Championships 
to be staged in Lusaka, Zambia from December 
4-14.

The islanders are hoping to make a big im-
pression at the tournament to signal their po-
tential form the future, with Nolin picking a 
selection he believes can take them far in the 
competition.

Seychelles have been drawn in Group C and 
open their campaign against the Angola on De-
cember 4, which is also the first match in the 
tournament.   

Their second match is against Eswatini four 
days later, before they round out their pool play 
against Mozambique on December 9.

Only the top team in each pool advances to 
the semi-finals, along with the best-placed run-
ners-up.    

Seychelles skipped the last two Under-20 
tournaments so are appearing for the first time 
since 2016.

Their first appearance in the COSAFA Men’s 
Under-20 Championships came all the way back 
in 2000 when losses to Zambia (0-3) and Namib-
ia (1-3) saw them ousted in the opening round.

They returned in 2004, but three heavy loss-
es meant a first-round exit, while the follow-
ing year they lost all four games in a five-team 
group.

Three more defeats followed in 2007, but the 
next year they claimed a first ever win with a 4-2 
success over Namibia.

That proved a brief glimmer of hope as they 
side lost both matches in a shortened pool in 
2011, and all three matches in 2013 and 2016.

Seychelles squad:
Basset Mathiew, Molle Brandon, Pauline Rino, 

Havelock Hedley, Mathiot Junihno, Motte Dean, 
Radegonde Harim, Samira Daniel, Camille 
Thiery, Esther Stan, Pleureuse Gino, Franchette 
Brandon, Jupiter Dylan, Riaz Justin, Henriette 
Ryan, Udylan Joubert, Warren Jeanne, Kelvin 
Cupidon, Kelsun Brutus, Josip Ravignia.

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

ATHLETICS Tanzania (AT) and Na-
tional Sports Council (NSC) are set to 
host a meeting with domestic races’ 
organizers at the National Stadium in 
Dar es Salaam on Friday.

Tullo Chambo, AT information offi-
cer, said the meeting is aimed at find-
ing ways to improve race events in the 
country and solve challenges which 
have been occurring during races.

He said there are many challenges 
which occur during races hence AT 
and NSC have sought to host the meet-
ing to face them.

“Of late there have been a lot of 
challenges which happen during rac-
es, AT and the National Sports Coun-
cil thought it wise to have a talk with 
races organizers to see on how we can 
tackle the challenges and improve 
race events in the country,” he said.

Chambo also said AT will as well use 
the meeting to come up with a calen-
dar of race events for next year.

He called upon all races organizers 
and athletics stakeholders to attend 
the meeting which he described as 
very important to the growth of the 
sport in the country.

The meeting has come at a good 
time as in recent past there have been 
cases of athletes, who emerged as 
winners in their categories, not get-
ting their cash prizes from races orga-
nizers.

Notable races in the country in-
clude Rocky City Marathon, Kiliman-
jaro Marathon, Dar Rotary Marathon, 
Heart Half Marathon, Kilimanjaro 
Stage Run Marathon, Ngorongoro Half 
Marathon and others.

Ancelotti’s future in spotlight 

as troubled Napoli visit Liverpool
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Yanga deny Sadney 
Urikhob’s absence                                           

Seychelles 
name final 
squad for 
COSAFA U-20 
Championships

AT, NSC 
set to meet 
domestic 
races 
organizers

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

REPORTS that Young Africans (Yanga) 
striker, Sadney Urikhob, has refused to 
turn up to work and has gone AWOL 
have been dismissed by the Vodacom 
Premier League club. 

Sadney’s absence from Yanga’s recent 
matches relates to lack of match fitness 
and is not either a breach of discipline 
or payment related issue, the Jangwani 
Street club have confirmed. 

Various reports emerged claiming 
the Namibian striker had failed to show 
up for team trainings in a bid to force 
through a move away from the club in 
December due to frustration at not be-
ing played in recent matches. 

Urikhob last played for Yanga in a 
Vodacom Premier League match against 
Mbao FC in Mwanza last month.

Yanga edged Mbao FC 1-0, with Urik-
hob netting the all-important goal for 

the domestic soccer big guns.
He started both matches against Egypt’s 

Pyramids FC in the CAF Confederation 
Cup Group Stage playoffs and has since 
missed two league matches. 

However, Yanga information officer, 
Hassan Bumbuli, has explained the strik-
er has been training with the club and his 
playing time is a matter of the technical 
bench decision. 

“Sadney is with us, you can even see 
him in the latest training photo in our so-
cial media updates,” Bumbuli noted.

“He was part of the travelling squad 
in Mtwara but was not selected in the 
match day squad due to lack of match 
fitness. When we returned from Mtwara, 
he played in the friendly match against 
Coastal Union during the international 
break.”

“He did not play against JKT Tanzania 
because the coach thought he is not yet 
ready in terms of fitness.”

“People are questioning his absence be-
cause he has not played in recent matches 
but there is no truth in the AWOL reports. 
He is with team and took part in yester-
day’s training session,’’ continued Bum-
buli.

Urikhob, who appears to have nomad 
career that has seen him play in Namib-
ia, South Africa, Thailand, Indonesia and 
now in Tanzania, has played eight match-
es since his transfer to Yanga in July and 
scored two goals so far.

Yanga returned to training on Sunday 
to prepare for Friday’s Vodacom Premi-
um League game against Alliance FC in 
Mwanza.

Mkwasa had the opportunity to work 
with squad players, whilst five from Zanzi-
bar, who had earlier gone to Zanzibar He-
roes’ camp, are expected to report today. 

Striker Juma Mahadhi and fullback 
Paul Godfrey did not participate in the 
training due to injury.

Sadney Urikhob. PHOTO: COURTESY OF YANGA

Kenya’s senior women football team, Harambee Starlets, celebrate with a trophy after the completion of this year’s Senior Women Challenge Cup, which 
climaxed in Dar es Salaam on Monday. Harambee Starlets emerged as champions, cruising to 2-0 victory over Mainland Tanzania women team, Kilimanjaro 
Queens, in the final of the competition, which is organized by Council of East and Central Africa Football Associations (CECAFA). PHOTO; CORRESPONDENT 
JUMANNE JUMA

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

LONDON

JOE Root says it would easy to use the 
England captaincy as an excuse for his bat-
ting woes but the 28-year-old is confident he 
can get things back on track by continuing 
to work hard. 

Root underwhelmed with the bat in Eng-
land’s defeat by New Zealand in the first test 
at Mount Maunganui on Monday, scoring 
two runs in the first innings and 11 in the 
second as the tourists were trounced by an 
innings and 65 runs. 

Root, who was named full-time test 
captain in 2017 and averages 47.35 in tests, 
scored the last of his 16 centuries in the 
longest format against West Indies in Feb-
ruary. 

“I’ve had a rough time in terms of 
scores,” Root told reporters. “I’m working 
hard. You have to go through a bit of a dip. 
The fact I’m captain, it’s an easy excuse to 
use. 

“I’m going to have to keep trusting my 
game ... I must not overthink things and 
just try to find that rhythm which allows 
me to get my innings off and running.” 

Root had said before the start of the New 
Zealand series that England’s batsmen 
would try to be more patient and stay at the 
crease longer. While that approach did not 
pay off at Bay Oval he said it would take time 
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