
By Guardian Reporter

POLICE in Karatu District, 
Arusha Region, have reported 
having arrested opposition 

Chadema Vice Chairman (Mainland) 
Tundu Lissu along with two other 
members of the party on allegations of 
conducting unauthorised rallies.

ACP Justine Masejo, the Arusha 
regional police commander, said in a 
statement yesterday that the leaders 
were arrested at a hotel in Karatu in 
connection with the party’s drive of 
addressing the public on demands for a 
new constitution and on concerns over 
port operation issues.

Police had detained Lissu and 
three others for questioning over the 
holding of an unlawful assembly and 
preventing police from doing their 
work, said the RPC, indicating that 
further legal measures would be taken 
after interrogations and on completion 
of other procedures.

Elisa Mungure, the party’s regional 
chairman, meanwhile said that the 
leaders were arrested at around 10 
a.m. when officers from Karatu police 
station arrived at the hotel “with guns 
in their hands”.

Some sources said the police officers 
demanded that hotel attendants show 
them Lissu’s room which they then 
entered, “taking him away without 
telling him where they were going”.

The other Chadema officials arrested 
include Women’s Wing secretary 
general Catherine Ruge, national 
executive committee member Susan 
Kiwanga and Youth Council publicity 
secretary Twaha Mwaipaya, along with 

personal security detail for the vice 
chairman.

Earlier reports said that Lissu 
arrived in Ngorongoro on Friday and 
conducted a rally at Ololosokwan 
village, but was barred by police the 
following day.

Lissu and his team were expected 
to hold other rallies in Loliondo and 
Ngorongoro but this effort collapsed as 
police intervened.

The fiery lawyer-politician then 
proceeded to address local pastoralists 
through mobile phone connected 
with loud speakers, before heading to 
Karatu for another rally.

In his twitter account, Chadema 
national Chairman Freeman Mbowe 
condemned the arrests, saying 
that unlawful arrests should not be 
entertained.

“This is oppression and unnecessary 
disturbance against our leaders, he 
said, intimating that prohibiting party 
leaders from engaging in peaceful 
public meetings was contrary to the 
law.

By Guardian Reporter

EAST African states have been urged 
to address persistent cross-border 
restrictions and high trading costs to 
ease doing business in the region.

A statement by the East African 
Community (EAC) secretariat and the 
East African Business Council (EABC) 
said that a 2023 report on the ease of 
doing business in the EAC zone was 
carried out by EABC as a consulting 
agency for the GIZ, the German 
international development agency.

EABC is an apex advocacy body 
of private sector associations in 
the region, lately assisting the GIZ 
programme on supporting East 
African integration, where the report 
tasked EAC states to enhance border 
posts efficiency.

That will facilitate trade processes, 
boosting the movement of goods 
and people, it said, similarly tasking 
regional states to expedite the 
implementation of EAC commitments 
like the single customs territory, the 
common external tariff and common 

market commitments.
The partner states also need to work 

on infrastructure, especially transport 
and communications networks, 
the statement noted, highlighting 
interviews with private executives 
who suggested the need to address 
language barriers by translating 
official documents into French.

They also appealed to the various 
governments to establish sector-
specific public-private dialogues 
to tackle trade and investment 
constraints more effectively, the 

statement affirmed.
The main challenges to ease of 

doing business in the EAC is trade 
finance especially the availability of 
foreign currency, high interest rates 
and affordable bank loans, it further 
noted. 

Receiving payments from 
governments for supplied goods and 
services, securing government tenders 
and obtaining tax refunds, tax appeals, 
rulings and customs valuation were 

 By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

SINO Tan Industrial Park in Kwala, Coast 
Region, projects $6bn (15trn/-) turnover 
annually when fully operational, the key 
investor has stated.
Janson Huang, the firm’s board chairman, 
made this affirmation to a delegation of the 
Confederation of Tanzania Industries (CTI) 
visiting the site at the weekend to inspect its 
progress.
Completing park construction is billed at 
$320m, with space for up to 200 industries 
creating 100,000 direct jobs and 500,000 
short-term jobs for local residents, he said.
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BUSINESS When anti-poverty grants
fail to end rural poverty-2

 By Francis Kajubi, Kisarawe

In Wednesday’s issue 
we saw how Athumani 
Mkalule (65) resident of 
Chale village in Kisarawe 
District, Coast Region, 
is still struggling with 
poverty two decades 
since he became a 
TASAF beneficiary .

Edmund Livinda, TASAF Pro-
ject Coordinator, Kisarawe 
District Council told the re-
porter that it is not TASAF’s 

responsibility to mobilise funds for 
beneficiary groups for them to estab-
lish income generating activities.

For him, grants extended through 
TASAF are enough for serious ben-
eficiaries to establish savings and 
lending groups hence run sustainable 
income generating activities of their 
own choice.

Livinda said that beneficiaries are 
trained on financial discipline; busi-
ness plan and project proposals draft-
ing so that they are capable of seeking 
investment loans from financial insti-
tutions. The training is done prior to 
grants disbursements.

He argued that beneficiaries per-
ceive TASAF grants in different ways 
with some of them using the money 
on non-economic activities. He said 
the Fund is operating under a Laissez-
faire policy.

“We cannot dictate how beneficiar-
ies should spend their grants. A few 
beneficiaries who are yet to trans-
forming their livelihoods through 
TASAF grants lack commitment, cour-
age and trust among themselves;

There are several beneficiaries who 
have decided to form saving and lend-
ing groups and are successful. One of 
these groups is Jipe Moyo, found in Ki-
tanga hamlet,” said Livinda.

Livinda emphasized that the main 
priority of TASAF grants is to harmo-
nise extreme poverty by facilitating 
people to manage daily household 
needs.

To him, public work programmes 
(PWP) are intended to complement 
the grants so that willing beneficiaries 
earn more.

“Beneficiaries are not forced to 
work in public work programmes. 

Those who feel like they are not 
paid something they deserve are free 
to quit and continue as beneficiaries 
of monthly grants,” said Livinda.

He dismissed complaints that TAS-
AF grants are selective whereby the 
needy are left out and in some cases 
the grants benefit people from the 
middle income families.

Chris Rwezahula, TASAF Project Ac-
countant, Kisarawe District Council, 
said that 77 villages are targeted with 
the project but so far 49 villages have 
been reached.

According to him, the 49 covered 
villages had registered 3,005 ben-
eficiaries at the end of June 2023. The 
plan is to extend the project scope 
to the remaining 28 villages in the 
2023/24 financial year.

That is to say of the 49 covered vil-
lages some of them might have regis-
tered up to 61 beneficiaries per village.

“Between May and June this year 
we have paid a sum of 211mn/- to all 
beneficiaries. Almost 65 percent of 
the payments were allocated to ben-
eficiaries who took part in public 
works programmes,” said Rwezahula.

With the 65 percent of 211mn/- 
disbursement it means that people 
who took part in the public work 
programme were paid a total wage 
worth137.15mn/- while the remaining 
73.85mn/- was the two months benefi-
ciaries’ grant.

He said that beneficiaries work 60 
days in six months which is equiva-
lent to ten days a month.

Beneficiaries have to graduate af-
ter five years but some of them, es-
pecially old men, have been filing 
requests asking to continue receiving 
the grants since they don’t have rela-
tives or income generating activities 
to rely on.

“The graduation age for being a 
TASAF beneficiary is 65 years. I don’t 
have exact figures but the majority of 
them have been asking to continue re-
ceiving the grants;

For one to graduate we have to con-
duct an analysis if he or she is capa-
ble of living their lives independently 
from the project,” said Rwezahula.

 By Guardian Correspondent, Zanzi-
bar

EXIM Bank Tanzania has signed 
a Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MoU) with the Zanzibar eGovernment 
Agency (eGaz) geared towards acceler-
ating Zanzibar’s digital transformation 
journey.

The MoU has been signed after the 
recent launch of the Zanzibar Digital 
Government Strategy for 2023-2027 
that was graced by  Zanzibar Presi-
dent Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi.

Speaking before the signing ceremo-
ny held in Zanzibar at the weekend, the 
Exim Bank Chief Finance Officer (CFO) 
Shani Kinswaga said the signing of the 
new MoU aligns with Zanzibar’s digital 
transformation goals laid out in the Isle 
nation’s Digital Economy Blueprint and 
Roadmap.

Kinswaga said the bank will lever-
age on technology as a tool to provide 
an exceptional digital experience by 
collaborating with eGaz to digitize pay-
ments which will ultimately increase 
Zanzibar Government’s revenues and 
improve efficiency.

“This new partnership reiterates 
Exim bank’s commitment to support 
sustainable economic development in 
Zanzibar. As a bank, we believe that the 
MoU signed today will not only signifi-
cantly contribute to robust economic 
growth but help to accelerate Zanzi-

bar’s transformation into a strong digi-
tal economy,” Kinswaga said.

He said the bank earlier this year 
upgraded its core banking system to a 
more resilient and robust infrastruc-
ture, a move geared towards enriching 
its offerings and delivering customers a 
heightened sense of security, efficiency, 
and innovation.

“We are committed to delve into the 
complete capabilities of our enhanced 
systems and our commitment persists 
in delivering beyond conventional 
banking services to our valued custom-
ers in Zanzibar including the Govern-
ment,” he stressed.

Kinswaga pledged that the bank will 
continue working with various players 
in Zanzibar’s Blue Economy agenda to 
hasten growth in sectors that include 
tourism, fishing and agriculture by pro-
viding seamless banking options.

Said Seif Said,  Zanzibar eGovern-
ment Agency (eGaz) managing director 
noted that the partnership between the 
duos is a strategic one and will help fuel 
economic growth and facilitate finan-
cial and digital inclusion in Zanzibar.

“This is a partnership of its own and 
has come timely. We have been wait-
ing for this moment for so long and 
we are glad that we have finally signed 
the MoU today marking the beginning 
of our exciting digital transformation 
journey,” he said.

Said noted that his agency will con-
tinue working closely with Exim Bank 
to implement the Zanzibar Digital 
Economy roadmap.

“As we embark on this long journey 
to implement the five-year Zanzibar 
Digital Government Strategy, we are 
glad that strategic partners like Exim 
Bank have come on board and we be-
lieve the strategy will now be realized 
in a shorter period to achieve the set 
Government objectives,” he said.

Said added digital transformation is a 
strategic priority for the Zanzibar Gov-
ernment adding that his agency is com-
mitted to ensure that people in Zanzi-
bar receive stress-free digital services 
right at their fingertips through the use 
of various digital tools including smart-
phones.

“This partnership will enable us to 
drive innovation and leverage on Exim 
Bank’s cutting-edge technologies to de-
liver a new digital experience in Zanzi-
bar,” he added.

Bank, eGaz sign 
MoU to accelerate 
Zanzibar’s digital 
transformation

This new partnership 
reiterates Exim 
bank’s commitment 
to support 
sustainable economic 
development in 
Zanzibar. As a bank, 
we believe that 
the MoU signed 
today will not 
only significantly 
contribute to 
robust economic 
growth but help to 
accelerate Zanzibar’s 
transformation 
into a strong digital 
economy,

He asserted that in the 
Coast region all nine dis-
trict councils known as 
project areas of authority 
(PAA) are covered by TAS-
AF projects.

Rwezahula named the 
PAA as Kisarawe District 
Council, Chalinze District 
Council, Kibaha District 
Council, Kibaha Town 
Council, Bagamoyo Dis-
trict Council, Mkuranga 
District Council, Mafia Dis-
trict Council, Kibiti District 
Council and Rufiji District 
Council.

Beatrice Kwai, Kisarawe 
District Council Execu-
tive Director, said that the 
idea of establishing TASAF 
beneficiary savings and 
lending groups is being 
embraced.

She said that beneficiar-
ies have to form groups 
and establish income gen-
erating activities. Kwai as-
serted that the grants are 
issued to individual ben-
eficiaries and not savings 
and lending groups.

“We could have inter-
vened by linking these 
groups to financial institu-
tions but we have learned 
our lesson from the ben-
eficiaries of the 10 percent 
district council’s loans;

Most benefiting groups 
have been not loyal in re-
paying their loans. It has 
turned into a headache for 
us,” said Kwai.

If that is the case, she 
questioned, who knows 
if the TASAF beneficiary 
groups who demand link-
age to financial institutions 
will repay the loans they 

need?
Speaking of the chal-

lenges that come with the 
10 percent district coun-
cil loans, Hoffman Sanga, 
Kisarawe District Council 
Community Development 
Officer, said that the dis-
trict has registered over 
400 beneficiaries of the 10 
percent interest free loans 
allocated from monthly 
district total revenue col-
lections.

According to him, 
youths and women are 
supposed to be in saving 
and lending groups to ac-
cess the loans. As for peo-
ple living with disabilities 
this condition does not 
apply to them. They can 
access loans even individ-
ually.

Borrowers must have 
already established an 
income generating ac-
tivity. They must have 
a well-defined business 
plan, a group constitu-
tion, and leadership and 
be registered by the village 
leadership to which the 
proposed project is being 
implemented.

Sanga said borrowers 
don’t need collateral to 
access the loan but a verifi-
cation letter of the group’s 
existence to be issued by 
the Ward Development 
Committee.

“The free interest loan 
amount depends on our 
evaluation of the existing 
business run by the specif-
ic group or an individual;

Beneficiaries are given 
three months of manag-
ing their projects or busi-

nesses before they start 
paying back the loans. 
Loans are paid back on a 
monthly basis for a period 
that doesn’t exceed twelve 
months,” said Sanga.

Sanga asserted that 
during the third quarter 
of the 2022/23 financial 
year ( January to March 
2023) the district had dis-
bursed 162.1mn/- to 29 
special groups of which 
20 are women-led groups, 
six youths led groups and 
three people with disabil-
ity groups.

He said women-led 
groups are good at repay-
ing loans but the challenge 
is with youth-led groups 
and people with disabili-
ties. Commitment is what 
motivates women in being 
sharp to repay the loans.

According to him, 
500mn/- is yet to be re-
paid by the over 400 ben-
eficiary special groups. 
He said the loan applica-
tion model has been digi-
tized and since 2022/23 
requests are filed on the 
Ten Percent Loan Manage-
ment Information System 
(TPLMIS).

“We are continuing to 
receive requests but have 
stopped issuing the loans 
since April this year fol-
lowing the Prime Minis-
ter’s directive,” said Sanga.

Earlier May 2023, Prime 
Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
when addressing the Na-
tional Assembly directed 
all executive directors 
across the country’s 184 
district councils to stop 
issuing the 10 percent 

Juma Mfaume holds a rope he uses to climb coconut trees.

loans, which are extended to special 
groups namely youths, women and 
people living with disabilities.

The 10 percent loans are raised 
from district monthly revenue col-
lections where four percent goes to 
women, another four percent goes 
to youths and the remaining two 
percent goes to people living with 
disabilities through non-interest 
loans.

The Premier argued that there 
is fraud in issuing the loans where 
ghost beneficiary groups are 
formed and given money.

“This arrangement should stop 
with effect on revenue collected 
from April to June 2023 until fur-
ther notice. The government needs 
to conduct a thorough verification 
on disbursement and beneficiaries 
of the loans,” said Majaliwa.

Haluna Kapilima, a 71 years old 
woman resident of Chale village 
said that TASAF had since the past 
six years when she became a ben-
eficiary helped her to live a happier 
life.

“I live with my elder son. I rely 
on him for food and treatment. If I 
wasn’t a TASAF beneficiary I would 
have been embarrassing him by de-
manding petty cash for my personal 
spending. With the 24,000/- grant 
I’m able to buy Khanga and other 
petty things on my own,” said Ka-
pilima.

Juma Mfaume (49) Kidugalo ham-
let resident thanked the govern-
ment for coming up with the TASAF 
project that has been supporting 
people from poor households with 
grants to survive.

“It’s just six years since I became 
a TASAF beneficiary. I have two 
children. I’m paid 30,000/- in a 
two months period as a children’s 
monthly grant. I’m often paid 
90,000/- as wage for participating 
in public work programmes,” said 
Mfaume.

According to him, he has man-
aged to send his two children to 
school, build a three room mud 
house, even purchase a one kilowatt 
solar panel and he enjoys electricity 
consumption since the village is yet 
to be reached by the rural electrifi-
cation project.

Mfaume revealed that he doesn’t 
only rely on TASAF grants but also 
works as a coconut tree climber and 
on other villagers’ farms.

He earns 1500/- from climbing 
one coconut tree. He usually climbs 
one coconut tree a day but on lucky 
days he climbs up to three trees and 
earns 4500/-. However, he earns be-
tween 3,000/- and 7,000/- by work-
ing on other villagers’ farms.

According to the third quarter 
implementation progress report 
covering January to March 2023, by 
the President’s Office, Regional Ad-
ministration and Local Government 
Authorities, TASAF is currently im-
plementing the second phase of the 
Productive Social Safety Net (PSSN 
II) project launched in February 
2020.

FinScope Tanzania 2023 findings 
by the Financial Sector Deepening 
Trust (FSDT) about 44 percent of 
Tanzanians generate personal in-
come through trading seasonal agri-
culture produce harvests.

FinScope shows 35 percent of 
Tanzanians generate their income 
from casual labour or occasional 
jobs; eight percent generate income 
from monthly salaries or wages and 
five percent generate income by 
providing services usually on daily 
or weekly basis.

The report states that 26 percent 
of Tanzanians occasionally rely on 
someone else for their income. 

According to the third quarter 
implementation progress report 
covering January to March 2023, by 
the President’s Office, Regional Ad-
ministration and Local Government 
Authorities, TASAF is implementing 
the second phase of the Productive 
Social Safety Net (PSSN II) project 
which was launched in February 
2020 after the PSSN-I was closed in 
December 2019.

TASAF was established in 2000 
with the purpose of socially and 
economically uplifting households 
living under extreme poverty.

To be continued tomorrow

By Guardian Reporter

STANBIC Bank Tanzania has reiter-
ated commitment to continue sup-
porting the government in creating 
platforms that provide insights to en-
able clients and businesses to make 
the right investment decisions for sus-
tainable development.

The bank recently hosted an eco-
nomic forum that unpacked the eco-
nomic landscape and priorities that 
drive the economy, and the opportu-
nities available for both local and for-
eign investors.  

The forum brought together stake-
holders from the Ministry of Finance 
who spoke on the government pri-
orities for 2023/2024, the Tanzania In-
vestment Centre (TIC) who presented 
on the country’s investment agenda, 
while Standard Bank Regional ex-
perts shared insights on the state of 
the global economy and its impact on 
Africa, particularly the East African re-
gion and Tanzania.

  Speaking at the forum, Stanbic 
Tanzania’s Head of Global Markets, 
Erick Mushi said, “In a world where 

change is the only constant, forums 
such as these serve as crucibles of 
ideas and catalysts for progress.

We are excited to bring together 
stakeholders from diverse industry 
backgrounds to share different per-
spectives, illuminate new pathways, 
challenge existing norms, and forg-
ing collaborations with policy makers 
that can redefine industries.’

  Standard Bank Africa Regions 
Head of Economic Research, Jibran 
Qureishi noted that Tanzania’s econ-
omy remains resilient despite global 
shocks. 

He added that there is more en-
thusiasm within the economy saying 
the bank was seeing more inclusive 
growth and excitement from the in-
vestment community, about the new 
refreshing approach from the Tanza-
nia government.

The forum was also attended by the 
bank clients, who hailed the bank for 
the insightful discussions and ena-
bling them to network with policy 
makers from the government. 

He said the bank remains steadfast 
in its commitment to contribute to the 

Stanbic pledges to continue 
delivering quality services
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Afshan Khan (2nd-R), Canadian national appointed earlier this year by the UN Secretary General as Coordinator of the Scaling Up Nutrition Movement, chats with 
banana dealers at Kiwira market in Rungwe District, Mbeya Region, yesterday. She is on an assessment tour of the implementation of nutrition interventions at 
the community level in Tanzania. The movement is a country-driven initiative led by 65 countries and four Indian states united in their mission to end all forms of 
malnutrition by 2030.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent

TURN TO Page2

SELF-HELP SPIRIT LIVES ON: Residents of Losiai, Luhondo and Makelele villages in Pagwi ward, Kilindi District, pictured at the weekend carrying 
bricks meant for the construction of a primary school now in progress at Losiai. Photo: Correspondent Dege Masoli

By Guardian Correspondent, Zanzibar 

TANZANIA is set to connect 
neighboring Malawi to the National 
ICT Broadband Backbone (NICTBB) 
infrastructure following a 13.5bn/- 
project signed at the weekend.

TURN TO Page2

Elisa Mungure, the 
party’s regional 
chairman, said that the 
leaders were arrested 
at around 10am when 
the officers from Karatu 
police station arrived at 
the hotel “with guns in 
their hands.
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Nape Nnauye, the Infor-
mation, Communication and 
Information Technology min-
ister, witnessed the signing 
between the Tanzania Telecom-
munications Co. Ltd (TTCL) and 
the Electricity Supply Corporation 
of Malawi (ESCOM).

The minister applauded the 
TTCL board of directors and man-
agement for efforts in uplifting 
the country’s communication sec-
tor and effectively managing the 

NICTBB infrastructure.
He said Tanzania is geared at 

promoting the use of broadband 
communication technology infra-
structure across the entire South-
ern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC) region. 

The project signing is a mile-
stone in enhancing broadband 
communication technology be-
tween the two countries, he said, 
praising ESCOM and its executive 
director Kamkwamba Kumwenda 
for efforts leading to the pact with 
TTCL.

The decision to connect with 
the NICTBB infrastructure would 
advancement modern communi-
cation services in both Tanzania 
and Malawi, he stated.

He emphasized the positive 
impact of broadband links on 
the overall development of 
the SADC region, noting that 
the link will be crucial in en-
hancing communications and 
fostering regional socio-eco-
nomic growth.

Peter Ulanga, the TTCL 
chief executive officer, said 

the TTCL board of directors 
and management team are 
working on strategic initia-
tives, ensuring efficient man-
agement of the NICTBB infra-
structure.

“TTCL has played a pivotal role 
in connecting communities, pro-
moting technological advance-
ments and facilitating economic 
growth,” he stated, saying this ef-
fort is firstly local and extends to 
neighboring countries.

Kunkuyu Kalongashwa, the Ma-
lawian Information and Digitisa-

tion minister, commended TTCL 
for its dedication and the positive 
impact it has made in the commu-
nication sector. 

He stressed that such collabora-
tions is crucial in fostering regional 
integration and economic pros-
perity.

As Tanzania looks toward a fu-
ture of enhanced communication 
and technological advancements, 
TTCL’s role as a catalyst for change 
and innovation remains pivotal in 
shaping the nation’s digital land-
scape, he added.

TTCL, ESCOM ink 13.5bn/- broadband agreement

Ugandan Rotary Club zonal governor Ssemwanga Francisco (2nd-R) pictured in Dar es Salaam at the weekend presenting a birthing kit to an expectant mother 
at the maternal ward of the city’s Mnazi Mmoja Hospital. Also at the event: National Assembly Deputy Speaker and Ilala (Dar es Salaam) legislator Mussa Hassan 
Zungu,  Rotary eClub of Masaki president Leena Kapadia, Ilala Chief Medical Officer Dr Zaituni Hamza and various other officials.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Its annual turnover is 
projected at $6bn annually, 
a revenue generating park 
attracting foreign direct in-
vestment estimated at $3bn 
to $6bn yearly, he said.

Seven industrial zones 
including agro-processing, 
building materials, pharma-
ceuticals, textiles, chemicals 
and an export processing 
zone are slated for alloca-
tion, he said.
Construction started in 
May last year after the 
area was handed over 
by the government to 
the key investor, with 
completion of the work 
set for five years, he 
said.
“One year ago this area 
was a big forest with 
no road from the main 
road to Morogoro, but 
in one year there is 
a tarmac road to and 
some big buildings, he 
remarked
In addition, the firm 
has been promoting the 
park in China and its 
neighboring countries, 
with many investors 
showing interest in 
locating investments, 
he stated, affirming 
that later this month 
this September advance 
teams for builders of 
four industries are 
expected to start work 
in the area.
Next year advance 
teams for upwards of 

15 to 20 industries are 
expected, with discussions 
having started with the 
Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology 
for setting up a vocational 
training college in the area, 
as training of professionals 
to work in the factories 
needs to be boosted, he 
said. 

He expressing satisfaction 
for the CTI delegation tour, 
promising enhanced coop-
eration and CTI help to pro-
mote the area.

CTI director Leodegar 
Tenga praised Sino Tan for 
the industrial park decision, 
noting that it will greatly 
help attract investors from 
inside and outside Tanza-
nia.
“This is a strategic 
area as an investor 
only comes with his 
machines and finds 
everything is in place, 
the buildings, offices, 
water, electricity,” he 
said, urging investors 
to take advantage of 
the opportunity of 
investing in the area 
to reduce preliminary 
costs.
Samuel Nyantahe, a 
former CTI chairman, 
saido the park was well 
planned with 2,500 
acres of land, making 
it easier for investors 
to start production 
instead of starting with 
setting up ancillary 
infrastructure.

Kwala park eyes 
15trn/- turnover 
on completion
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has an audience at Zanzibar State House at the weekend with a CRDB Bank delegation in connection with the launch of the bank’s Al Barakah 
Card Account run under Sharia law. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

President Mwinyi 
promises to work on   
recommendations 
issued by Commission

 By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR President Dr Hussen Ali 
Mwinyi has promised to work on the 
recommendations issued by the Com-
mission formed to probe criminal jus-
tice in the country  to help strengthen 
access to legal rights services.

Chaired by the  former Chief Justice 
(CJ) Mohamed Othman Chande and 
his vice chair Ambassador Ombeni 
Sefue, the commission worked four 
months (February 1, to May 30, 2023) 
probing on ethical conduct systems 
in various institutions that deal with 
criminal justice.

Dr Mwinyi made the vow at the State 
House when the commission   handed 
over the report to the President.   

He said that the governments 
of both the United Republic of 
Tanzania and Zanzibar have re-
ceived the report which carries 
recommendations on what should be 
done to address challenges and bring 
criminal justice transformation.

According to him, there has been a 
good relationship between the two 
governments where recently Zanzibar 
Anti-corruption and Economic Crimes 
Authority (ZAECA) and the Commis-
sion for National Coordination and 
Drug Control received capacity build-
ing training along with their counter-
parts from the mainland.

“Of course, it is absolutely important 
for the exchange of knowledge and 
experience, close cooperation,” Dr 
Mwinyi said.

On the Court of Appeal implement-
ing its duties in Zanzibar, Dr Mwinyi 
said they were working on the matter 
and praised the government of the 
United Republic for strengthening ef-
forts in construction of the High Court 
in Zanzibar. 

equally pressing issues, the 
statement affirmed.
The removal of trade restrictions by 
resolution of tariff and non-tariff 
barriers, plus trading across borders 
pose challenges, the secretariat 
indicated, saying the challenges 
encompass the recognition of 
professional qualifications and the 
mobility of workers across borders.
There is also the need for 
application of harmonized EAC 
quality standards, the movement 
of temporary service providers and 
clearance of goods at the border, it 
said.
Partner states were also urged 
to establish a single currency to 
facilitate cross-border payments 
and trading, expediting the abolition 
of non-tariff barriers and remove 
limitations on the free movement of 
goods and persons.
It will also help to resolve tariff 
barriers tied to rules of origin, along 
with enabling the use of national 
identification cards as formal travel 
documents, it said.

The secretariat similarly appealed 
to states to fully implement the 
one network area via an EAC 
broadband infrastructure, facilitate joint 
regulatory units at border posts, along with 
liberalisation of air-transport, it said.
It similarly demanded the facilitation 
of mediation on political conflicts 
and tensions with emphasis on 
ensuring regional peace and security, 
plus reviewing the tax regime to 
provide for reduced tax burden and 
procedures for micro, small and 
medium enterprises, the statement 
added.

EAC, EABC 
issue wish 
list for deep 
integration

 By Guardian Correspondent, Botswana

TANZANIA has become among 
countries in Eastern and Southern 
Africa that have made great strides 
in curbing money laundering 
and trafficking in arms of mass 
destruction including sponsoring of 
terrorists.

Deputy finance minister Hamad 
Hassan Chande made the remarks at 

the 23rd of Ministers and High officials 
from the Eastern and Southern 
Africa Anti Money Laundering Group 
(ESAAMLG) held at Kasane town in 
Botswana.

Chande said Tanzania is in a good 
position especially in the issues of 
fighting terrorism, money laundering 
and trafficking in arms of mass 
destruction.

He said that the meeting was 

convened to review ESAAMLG task 
plan and see how member states can 
reduce the organization’s operation 
costs especially by adopting 
electronic system.

He added that the Council of 
Ministers has agreed to increase 
employment of youth who will 
assist in the ESAAMLG secretariat 
for BETTER ACHIEVEMENTS AND 
CALLED ON Tanzanians to grab the 

available opportunities. 
“It is my belief that Tanzanians 

will join up and become part of the 
employment opportunities as being 
within the organisation we shall 
learn a lot of things that will benefit 
our nation,” he said.

The 23rd ESAAMLG meeting was 
attended by 17 member states and 
the next meeting is slated for Kenya.

‘Tanzania is among leading ESAAMLG  
nations for curbing money laundering’

FROM PAGE 1
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PM to grace this year’s ‘Waajiri Health Bonanza’
By Getrude Mbago

PRiMe Minister Kassim Majaliwa is 
expected to grace this year’s ‘waajiri 
Health Bonanza’ set to take place 
on october 7 at the leaders Club 
grounds in Dar es salaam organised 
by the employers association of tan-
zania (ate).

Under the theme, “Promoting Men-
tal wellness for Better Performance 
at the workplaces”, the bonanza will 
be preceded by a two-day exhibition 
(one stop Centre exhibitions) of em-
ployers and stakeholders.

speaking during the launching 
event in Dar es salaam at the week-
end, ate’s chief executive officer su-
zanne ndomba-Doran said the waajiri 
Health Bonanza will bring together 
health institutions, employers and 
employees, social partners, insurance 
providers among others to discuss, 
share experience and develop strate-
gies on how to improve mental well-
ness in the workplaces for better per-
formance.

she thanked the international la-
bour organization (ilo) and partners 
for their continued support of the im-
portant event.

suzzane said the 2nd waajiri Health 
Bonanza will enhance private sector 
coordination in the national response 
to increase its mobilization and en-
gagement in supporting Health and 
wellness programmes and prevention 
beyond the usual workplace to gen-
eral community level and informal 
settings response, strengthen part-
nership and synergy among private 
sector coordination. 

specifically, the event aims at bring-
ing together private companies and 
cooperates for engaging in various 
sports activities while showcasing 
best practices in promoting mental 
wellness in workplaces.

“it will also raise awareness on the 
importance of wellness and health 
programmes at workplaces, advocate 
for mental health and wellness in the 
workplace and share best practices 
in achieving mental wellness in the 

workplace,” she noted.
the event will also facilitate the 

identification of private companies/

cooperates for partnership in sup-
porting mental health and wellness 
in workplaces and advocating for the 
health and wellness agenda to private 
sector member’s companies.

it will also provide a networking 
and learning opportunity among 
members on matters of health and 
wellness, provide an opportunity 
for members to access service from 
our partners and afford participants 
an opportunity to undergo medical 
checkups and consultations

“in this year’s Bonanza, there will be 
various sports and games, showcasing 
of members’ services as well as health 
checks and consultations from differ-
ent health and insurance service pro-
viders. all employers are encouraged 
to register their teams in these sports 
and games which will start on octo-
ber 5 to 7 2023,” she explained.

suzzane noted that mental health 
is one of the neglected aspects at the 
workplace during planning and pol-
icy formulation that, in turn, affects 
job performance.

“safe and healthy working environ-
ments are not only a fundamental 
right but are also more likely to mini-
mize tension and conflicts at work 
and improve staff retention, work 
performance and productivity. Con-
versely, a lack of effective structures 
and support at work, especially for 
those living with mental health condi-
tions, can affect a person’s ability to 
enjoy their work and do their job well; 
it can undermine people’s attendance 
at work and even stop people getting 
a job in the first place,” she explained.

willy Kibona from Confederation of 
trade Unions (tUCta) said health is 
a priority to workers and employers 
need to put in place robust strategies 
of making sure that their workers re-
main safe and healthy all the time.

He noted that mental health can 
have a big impact on the way we work 
and employees struggling with men-
tal health may doubt their abilities, 
appear less confident, lose ability to 
make rational decisions and difficul-
ties in managing working relation-

ships which in turn will affect work 
performance.

the occupational Health and safety 
authority (osHa)’s Coastal zone man-
ager, George Charles said they have 
been conducting inspections at work-
places to ensure that workers are im-
plementing their duties in a safe envi-
ronment.

 “everyone has the right to work, 
and all workers have the right to a safe 
and healthy working environment. 
work can be a protective factor for 
mental health, but it can also contrib-
ute to worsening mental health, we 
are working to ensure that employees 
get all the required services for good 
mental health,” he said

He said much can be done to pro-
tect and promote mental health at 
work and support people with mental 
health conditions to participate fully 
and equitably in work.

Charles insisted for workers to have 
health committees which meet and 
discuss challenges and remind em-
ployers to address them.

Exim Bank chief financial officer Shani Kinswaga (2nd-L) and the Zanzibar eGovernment Agency (eGaz) managing director Said Seif Said (C) 
display copies of a signed MoU on support for the Zanzibar Digital Government Strategy for the 2023 to 2027 period. Looking on include Exim 
Bank head of retail banking, Andrew Lyimo (L), and eGaz Legal Department head Haji Saleh (2nd R).

By Guardian Reporter

JeRRY silaa, the lands, Housing and Hu-
man settlements Development minister, has 
called on staff and works in the ministry to 
make sure they serve well the people to en-
able them build their trust on their govern-
ment

“we must build up discipline in the min-
istry by serving well the people, we must 
remember that here we are working for tan-
zanians on behalf of President samia suluhu 
Hassan,” he said.

silaa was addressing ministry officials and 
other workers soon after launching the the 
national centre for innovation on geograph-
ic reports, adding that not every person has 
a right but they have the responsibility to 
perform prudently at all times. 

“You have the responsibility to stand by 
justice, every one of you must provide a de-

cision to any complaint submitted to them, 
and if a person is not supposed to be pro-
vided with a land plot, please tell him so in 
writing and why,” he added.

according to the silaa, his ministry at the 
moment is planning improvements that aim 
to attaining great achievements and called 
on them to be ready for the improvements.

“a person is pursuing his title deed for 
more than three months, this shows there 
is a ‘question mark’ somewhere, this surely 
is more than the issue of bureaucracy,” he 
pointed out.

He told officials and other workers that de-
spite his being told about many issues on the 
ministry, he still has the right to listen, say-
ing he will spend the first 100 days to learn.

the meeting involved ministry officials, 
some from headquarters, regional land of-
ficers and others from institutions under the 
ministry.

silaa calls upon ministry officials to
be responsible,  serve people well

Tanzania Marketing Science Association director Dr Emmanuel Chao (2nd-R) briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam at the week-
end on the 2023 Marketing Congress and Awards event to be held in the city this October. Others are event sponsors Sylvia 
Joseph (L) from Bramex agency and Gloria Malikita (R) and Iche Omar from Smartcodes. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Getrude Mbago

tHe Food and agriculture organisation 
of the United nations (Fao) in collaboration 
with the government have handed over 36 
kiosks to food vendors at Kisutu market in 
Dar es salaam to support them to increase 
value and efficiency on their activities.

this is part of the implementation of 
the european Union (eU) funded aGRi-
ConneCt flagship programme which runs 
a national nutrition campaign to develop 
healthy eating habits in tanzania based on 
locally available foods.

speaking at the handing over event in 
Dar es salaam over the weekend, Fao as-
sistant Director-General and Regional Rep-
resentative for africa, abebe Haile-Gabriel 
said was pleasantly surprised to see actions 
being taken to promote healthier diets 
based on locally available foods.

He commended the european Union 
for their commitment to ending hunger 
and all forms of malnutrition, particularly 
through their invaluable support for the 
aGRi-ConneCt flagship programme. the 
kiosks were constructed and installed by 
the small industries Development organi-
sation (siDo). “the traditional food market 
that we are launching today demonstrates 
how important it is to preserve the culinary 
knowledge passed down from generation 
to generation. the improved kiosks and the 
cooking kits will help to improve the avail-
ability of local, nutritious food,” he said.

He urged traders and the food vendors to 
focus on selling or preparing meals by ad-
hering to cleanliness, quality and fair price 
while providing customers with a prepared 
healthy, nutritious and affordable meals 
based on locally available foods.

Dr Haile-Gabriel, who soon after hand-
ing over the kiosks enjoyed local cuisine 
prepared by food vendors at the area said 
he was pleased to see actions being taken to 
promote healthier diets by using street food 
vendors to seven foldable food carts had 
been brought at the Kisutu street food ven-
dors’ site to represent the 36 cost-effective 
and environmentally friendly sales outlet 
models provided by an eU funded aGRi-
connect project to street food vendors.

“this event should have been the main 
highlight of the food systems summit to at-
tract high-level dignitaries. they missed a 
lot,” said Haile Gabriel referring to africa’s 
Food systems Forum 2023 that ended in Dar 
es salaam on Friday.

Dr Haile-Gabriel had asked the street 
food vendors whether the food prepared 
was safe, nutritious and affordable and the 
answers from the vendor were in affirma-
tive. the latest report by the Food and ag-
riculture organization and our partners on 
the state of food security and nutrition in 
the world found that there are around 269 
million undernourished people in africa, 
meaning people who are going hungry eve-
ry day, and more than a billion africans who 
cannot afford a healthy diet.

Head of natural Resources at the eU Del-
egation in tanzania, lamine Diallo, said the 
event was part of a national campaign to pro-
mote traditional nutritious foods supported 
by aGRi-ConneCt and the european Un-
ion to help in reducing malnutrition rates in 
tanzania. He said the joint initiative between 
the government of tanzania, Fao and the 
eU aimed at making tanzania food systems 
more resilient to external shocks and raise 
awareness of the close link between what is 
grown, what is grown and what is eaten.

FAO,  govt  hand over 36 kiosks to food vendors at Kisutu market
“and sometimes we have to ad-

mit our elders were smarter than 
us as their food was much healthier. 
so we are here today, together with 
agri-thamani, Fao and the govern-
ment through the ministry of agri-
culture to promote healthy food …
and to support street food vendors 
who are feeding Dar residents,” he 
said. the campaign involves the 
media, schools, farmers, communi-
ties, street food vendors and musi-
cians and hopefully the youth of 
this country. together we can reach 
32 million tanzanians and maybe 
more,” he said.

Matinyi, the temeke District 
Commissioner said reports from 
the Ministry of agriculture show 
tanzania is food self-sufficient and 
exports the surplus neighbouring 
countries but it does not mean that 
every household has enough food 
to meet nutritional needs.

“so, despite our country being 
self-sufficient in food, we are still 
facing malnutrition where a third 
of children are stunted,” he noted.

He said women who are also big 
wealth producers in various sec-
tors and especially in agriculture 
have also been affected to a great 
extent. “this state of poor nutri-
tion has caused deaths in children 
and in women, especially in preg-
nant mothers during childbirth. 
another side effect is that children 
are affected mentally and thus 
produce a generation that has little 
contribution to the development 
of the country,” he noted.
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 Chinese envoy hails decades of China-Tanzania ties
By Guardian Correspondent, Mwanza

tanZania - China relations have 
been described as an opportunity for 
economic development in various 
fields including farming, education, 
technology and infrastructures all 
aim to enhance individual’s economic 
wellbeing.

the observation was made by the 
Chinese ambassador to tanzania, 

Chen Mingjian soon after inspecting 
two big projects – the Kigongo-Busisi 
Magufuli Bridge and the construction 
of the Mwanza-isaka standard Gauge 
Railway (sGR) involving China’s engi-
neering firm- China Civil engineering 
Construction Corporation (CCeCC).

the ambassador said apart from 
other achievements made from Chi-
na-tanzania ties, China is still a big 
market for agriculture crops, hence 

he added it is a great opportunity for 
tanzanians to export horticultural 
products to earn foreign exchange.

“in fact we are good friends, Chi-
nese investment in tanzania ius two 
and half times more than it was 10 
years ago, and China has opened its 
doors to tanzania products, in partic-
ular farm products, hence our friend-
ship continues to get strong,” he said.

Geoffrey Mwambia, MP and one 

among good friends of China has said 
that the construction of the Magufuli 
Bridge is an important component 
in opening up tanzania’s economy 
as trade will be conducted all times, 
different from the case now using fer-
ries.

He said the investment is huge done 
with the cooperation of CCeCC as it 
will help tanzania attain China’s de-
velopment status.

For his part, CCeCC-tanzania gen-
eral manager Zhang Junle said the 
cooperation between the two coun-
tries continues getting to get strong 
through infrastructure projects, 
hence, he added, the Magufuli Bridge 
has now reached 78 per cent comple-
tion and that it will be fully completed 
in time.

He added that so far the erection of 
three main pillars has been complet-

ed as well as 806 horizontal beams 
and the bridge will connect Mwanza 
and Geita regions and neighbouring 
countries and will be of four lanes 
three km long.

“the project also involves 17 other 
sub-contractors including 20 distrib-
utors of construction equipment and 
materials while 1,200 local engineers 
and skilled workers employed,” Junle 
explained.

Zhang Junle (L), general manager with China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation (CCECC) East Africa, pictured in Mwanza at the weekend briefing legislators 
and Chinese Ambassador Chen Mingjian (3rd-L, foreground) on progress in the execution of projects in Tanzania whose contractors are Chinese firms. This is at the 
site of the construction of Magufuli Bridge Project – in particular the Kigongo-Busisi Bridge, popularly known as the J.P. Magufuli Bridge. Photo: Correspondent Vitus 
Audax

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

tHe tanzania Maths association 
(CHaHaHita) has said that the 
reason behind low examination 
passes is the shortage of maths 
teachers, including allocation of 
many subjects at schools.

this was revealed here at the 
weekend by the association Chair-
person, Betinasia Manyama when 
addressing the 58th training   for 
maths teachers held at the insti-
tute of accountancy arusha (iaa).

she also called on maths teach-
ers to tone down and not to come 
into class with canes, instead they 
should use alternative means to 
teach to ensure pupils like the 
subject. “For example you can find 
a school with more than 200 pu-
pils but with less than four maths 
teachers, in this case we appeal 
to the government to increase the 
number of maths teachers and mo-
tivate those present.

“if the government wants to 
rescue the maths subject and the 
nation in general, it is clear that 
in tanzania the number of maths 
teachers are is small while the sub-
jects are many,” she said.

she said a total of 233 partici-
pants have been trained and the 
main aim of the association is to 
empower teachers, pupils and 

maths stakeholders in   teaching   
the subject. she added that anoth-
er association’s goal is to develop 
workshops and meetings on the 
maths subject at district and region-
al level as well as preparing nation-
al training and maths contests for 
both students and maths teachers.

Betinasia also commended the 
government for boosting the edu-
cation sector including building 
of new schools, classrooms, sup-
ply of furniture, coordination in 
curricula improvement and the 
revamping of various schools’ 
infrastructures. in his opening 
speech read on behalf of the the 
Minister of state (Po-RalG), aru-
sha regional education officer, 
abel Mtupwa said in recognition of 
the government’s policy, the maths 
subject is the main pillar of indus-
trial development of the country.

He said building the nation of a 
robust sustainable economy cannot 
be attained if examination passes in 
maths will remain to be low or with-
out having in place strategic plans.   
For his part, iaa principal, Dr Cairo 
Mwaitete said that global economic 
growth depends of maths experts.

He added that maths should be 
used to provide advice to the pol-
icy makers and political leaders to 
speed up the country’s develop-
ment.

‘low exam passes in maths
due to shortage of teachers’

KOROSHO COOPERATIVE JOINT ENTERPRISE LIMITED
(KCJE LTD)

 

TANGAZO LA ZABUNI
ZABUNI NA : KCJE/2023-2024/ZABUNI/03:  USAMBAZAJI WA KUMPYUTA 

MPAKATO (LAPTOPS) 702.
11/09/2023

4. Nyaraka za zabuni zinapatikana kwa malipo ya shilingi mia 
tano elfu tu (500,000/=) malipo hayo yapitie kwenye:-

AKAUNTI NAMBA: 0150771321300
JINA LA AKAUNTI: KOROSHO COOPERATIVE 
JOINT ENTERPRISE LTD
BENKI: CRDB – TAWI LA MTWARA

 
5. Mwombaji awe na uzoefu usiopungua miaka mitatau (3).

6. Mchakato wa zabuni hii utafanyika kwa njia shindani ya 
Kitaifa (NCT) kwa mujibu wa Kanuni za Ununuzi wa Umma 
ya mwaka 2013 na marekebisho yake ya 2016 na ni zabuni 
ya wazi kwa wazabuni wote wenye sifa stahiki.

7. Wazabuni wote wanakaribishwa ofisi ya Katibu wa Mradi 
wa Pamoja (Korosho Cooperative Joint Enterprise 
Limited) iliyopo Wilaya ya Mtwara Mtaa wa MADUKA 
MAKUBWA Jengo la Ushirika wa TANECU LTD Ghorofa ya 
Kwanza kwa ajili ya kuwasilisha maombi muda wa saa za 
kazi kuanzia saa mbili asubuhi (8:00hrs) hadi saa kumi na 
nusu jioni (16.30hrs) isipokuwa siku za Jumamosi na 
Jumapili pamoja na siku za siku kuu.

8. Wazabuni wote wawasilishe zabuni zao katika Nakala tatu 
(nakala halisi moja, na nakala kivuli mbili) zikiwa 
zimefungwa kwa umakini na kuwekwa lakiri. Zabuni zote 
zitafunguliwa mara baada ya muda wa mwisho wa 
kuwasilisha. Tukio ambalo litakuwa la wazi kwa wazabuni 
na wawakilishi wa wazabuni watakaohudhuria. 

Mwisho wa kupokea ni siku ya 02/10/2023 saa nne kamili 
asubuhi (10:00hrs) katika Ukumbi wa Mikutano wa TANECU 
LTD Mjini Mtwara. Maombi yatumwe kwa Anuani ifuatayo: -

Mwenyekiti,
Korosho Cooperative Joint Enterprise Limited,
 S.L.P 660, 
MTWARA

9. Zabuni zote zitakazochelewa hazitafikiriwa wakati wa 
tathimini bila kujali sababu zozote za kuchelewa.

10.  Zabuni zitakazotuma email, telegram au fax zabuni yake 
haitafunguliwa wala kufanyiwa kazi.

1. “Korosho Cooperative Joint Entreprise Limited” ni 
Ushirika wa Mradi wa Pamoja chini ya Kifungu cha 
33 cha Sheria ya Vyama vya Ushirika Na. 6 ya 
Mwaka 2013 pamoja na Kanuni zake za mwaka 
2015. 

2. Kwa idhini ya “Korosho Cooperative Joint 
Entreprise Limited” Mwenyekiti, anatangaza 
Zabuni ya usambazaji wa kumpyuta mpakato 
(Laptops) 702.

3. Aidha, Kampuni zenye sifa, vigezo na uwezo wa 
kusambaza kumpyuta mpakato, zinaombwa 
kuwasilisha maombi yao kwa kuzingatia sifa 
mahsusi za mahitaji yaliyoanishwa hapo chini 
kama ifuatavyo

IMETOLEWA NA

MWENYEKITI 
KOROSHO COOPERATIVE JOINT ENTERPRISE LTD

S.L.P 660,
MTWARA

SIFA ZA KOMPYUTA MPAKATO 
Na Features Specifications 
1. Operating System Genuine Microsoft Windows 10 (64 Bit) 

2. Processor Inter ® Core i3 or Above                        12 
Generation and Above 

3. Memory RAM 4GB or above 
4. Hard Disk Drivers 500 GB or Above 

5. Audio Bang & Olufsen, dual speakers, Audio 
Boost with all installed drivers 

6. 
Communications/Wireless 
Audio 

Integrated Network Card  
Local Area Network (LAN): 
10/100/1000MBPS                           Wireless 
Local Area Network (WLAN): 802.11 ac 
Wireless LAN or latest USB 3.0 
Connectivity, HDMI Ports, 2 Slots or More 
Mobile Broadband Module (Recommended) 

7. I/O Devices 
Keyboard: Illuminated Backlit, Spill-
resistant keyboard with drain Webcam: 
Yes 

8. Supplemental Items 

Stereo headphone/ Microphone Combo 
CD/DVD, R/RW Drive: Internal or External 
Leather Case      
Mouse 

9. Display 14'' (35.5 cm) diagonal FHD IPS BrightView 
micro-edge WLED - backlit (1920 X 1080) 

10. Software Genuine Microsoft Office 365 
11. Minimum Warrant 12 Months 

 

Manyara regional commissioner Queen Sendiga (C) hugs Happy Amsi, a Standard Three pupil at Gidewari Primary School, 
where she was at the weekend to launch the construction of three classrooms. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

By Guardian Reporter

a delegation from Mozambique’s 
national Communications institute 
(inCM) has made a three-day study 
tour to tanzania Communications 
Regulatory authority (tCRa) in a 
move aimed at bolstering their under-
standing of the intricacies of commu-
nication sector regulation.

the visit, which took place from 
september 4 to 6, this year allowed 
the delegation to gain valuable insights 
into various aspects of communication 
regulation.

a statement availed to the media yes-
terday stated that the Mozambican del-
egation, comprising prominent figures 
in the inCM, arrived in tanzania to ex-
plore a range of topics, from licensing 
to the management of telecommuni-
cations and internet services, and the 
efficient allocation of resources within 
a communication regulatory frame-
work.

this knowledge exchange sought 
to empower inCM in its role as a key 
regulator of Mozambique’s communi-
cation sector.

Upon their arrival at tCRa’s head-
quarters in Dar es salaam, the delega-
tion was received by Modestus ndun-
guru, the Director of legal services, 
who welcomed them on behalf of the 
Director General Dr Jabiri Bakari.

the visit marked a significant step 
toward strengthening collaboration 
and knowledge sharing between the 
two regulatory bodies.

throughout their three-day tour, the 
Mozambican delegation had the op-
portunity to delve into various facets 
of communication regulation. they 
learned about the authority’s exten-
sive collaboration efforts with domes-
tic, regional, and international organi-
zations and stakeholders, all aimed at 
ensuring the supervision and manage-
ment of communication services meet 
the highest standards.

the visiting team was also intro-
duced to tCRa’s robust cyber-security 
framework, which plays a pivotal role 
in safeguarding communication infra-
structure. the tCRa managed tanza-
nia Computer emergency Response 
team (tZ-CeRt) demonstrated how it 
actively manages and regulates cyber 
security matters, ensuring security of 
communication networks and data in 
the country.

Helena Fernandes, executive board 
member of inCM and leader of the del-
egation, expressed her gratitude at the 
conclusion of the study tour.

she commended tCRa for its warm 
welcome and the comprehensive in-
sights shared during the visit.

“we are deeply thankful to tCRa 
for their cordial welcome and for fa-
cilitating this valuable study tour. the 
knowledge and experiences gained 
here will undoubtedly benefit our ef-
forts in Mozambique’s communication 
sector regulation,” Fernandes said.

‘Mozambique delegation has gained 
insightful TCRA’s regulatory lessons’
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By Guardian Correspondent, Lindi

saleHe Rashid lihanzi (47), resident of Makangaga 
village, Kiranjeranje ward in Kilwa District, lindi Region 
has been admitted to the region’s hospital for treatment 
of wounds sustained   after he was allegedly attacked by 
machetes by his step children.

the incident happened at his farm as he was guarding 
crops against destructive animals recently.

lihanzi named his attackers being ally Halfan and his 
young brother Hassan Mbulula who followed him at his 
farm allegedly wielding machetes and sticks.

He said the reason for their action was his demand  for 
them to return items they took from his house including 
a wooden bed, window curtains and other items.

lihanzi said from hospital bed that after they took 
away the items he reported the matter to his wife, ashu-
ra abdallah and mother in law Zaria omari telling them 
to request the children to bring back the items.

He said despite the children pledging to return the 
items but on the fateful day they followed him at his the 
farm and attacked him with machetes and sticks.

lihanzi further said after the incident that left him ly-
ing on the ground they went to the village executive’s 
office and reported that they attacked their step father 
because he was frequently beating their mother.

He after they left, his step mother, Zaria omari arrived 
at the farm and requested her to go to report the inci-
dent to his brothers who promptly arrived with other 
people and took him to Kiranjeranje dispensary, but 
due serious   wounds he was referred to lindi sokoine 
regional hospital.

He said later the police arrived at the hospital and re-
corded his statement.

the hospital doctor in charge, Dr alexander Makalla 
said the condition of the patient was improving as the 
wounds sustained were serious and he lost a lot of blood.

For his part, lindi Regional Police Commander, Pili 
Mande confirmed the incident, saying they were still 
investigating the matter and steps will be taken accord-
ingly.

Man hospitalised allegedly
in attack by step children

AfDB inaugurates $1bn fund to boost access to climate finance for Africa’s youth
By Special Correspondent 

alMost $1 billion will be disbursed 
by the african Development Bank 
(afDB) to young entrepreneurs to help 
tackle climate change on the continent, 
afDB President akinwumi adesina an-
nounced, noting that failing to invest in 

the youths will hurt africa.
in an effort to combat climate change, 

the afDB and the Global Centre on ad-
aptation (GCa) have pledged $996.6 
million to encourage young entrepre-
neurs throughout the continent. GCa 
is a global organization that prioritises 
quickening climate change solutions. 

“the capital infusion will empower 
young entrepreneurs across africa. 
it’s an exciting step towards economic 
growth,” according to the afDB’s state-
ment.

Youth investment is essential to 
promoting prosperity and stability on 
the continent, said adesina, who was 

speaking at the africa Youth Climate as-
sembly. the afDB will also provide ad-
ditional financing, totalling $4 million to 
boost the GCa-affiliated YouthaDaPt, a 
joint initiative between the bank and 
GCa.

YouthaDaPt invites young entrepre-
neurs and micro, small, and medium 

enterprises in africa to submit innova-
tive solutions and business ideas that 
have the potential to drive climate 
change adaptation and resilience across 
the continent.

Despite producing only 4% of the 
world’s greenhouse gas emissions, af-
rica suffers disproportionately from 

climate change. this issue jeopardises 
the welfare and advancement of people 
on the continent. Many african coun-
tries rely heavily on industries that are 
vulnerable to climate change, such as 
energy, tourism, water resources, and 
agriculture, as the cornerstones of their 
economic development and survival.

Ugandan Rotary Club zonal governor Ssemwanga Francisco (in suit) and Nikki Aggarwal (to his right) of Rotary Club of Dar es Salaam join pupils of  Mtakuja Primary School of the city’s 
Kunduchi Mtongani suburb during late last week’s handing over by the club of 100 desks to the school. Photo: Guardian Correspondent



6   
Monday 11   September    2023

national news

Ummy hands over gas cylinders,  stoves to women entrepreneurs
By Guardian Reporter

HealtH Minister Ummy Mwalimu 
has handed over gas cylinders and 
150 stoves to 450 women’s entrepre-
neurs in tanga City.

speaking yesterday in tanga while 
handing over the gas cylinders that 
have been donated by oryx Gas tan-
zania limited in collaboration with 
Coca-Cola, the minister commended 
stakeholders for providing the cook-

ing kits to women entrepreneurs in 
the city.

se used the opportunity to inform 
city residents on the government 
plans to ensure more people use 
clean energy sources. she said the 
government recognize appreciates 
the contribution of women in the 
country’s economy as well as deci-
sion-making at various levels.

“we thank all the stakeholders for 
their support that is geared to enable 

women entrepreneurs use clean en-
ergy sources in cooking, thus saving 
them from diseases that would have 
been caused by the use of dirty energy 
sources. these women have not only 
received lPG starter kits but also 140 
crates of Coca-Cola and tables,” she 
added.

Mwalimu added: “it is our belief that 
with the use of gas we are going to save 
our forests by reducing the use of fire-
wood and charcoal. May i call upon 

women to use the donated equipment 
to further improve their businesses.”

speaking on behalf of oGtl director, 
the company’s marketing manager for 
the eastern zone, shaban Fundi said 
the donation is a continuation of the 
firm’s campaign to promote the use 
of clean energy sources. He said they 
aim to help President samia suluhu 
Hassan achieve her target of ensuring 
80 percent of tanzanians use clean en-
ergy sources by 2032.

He said following the firm’s cam-
paign, more people are now using gas 
in cooking, insisting they will continue 
supporting the government so that a 
good number of tanzanians includ-
ing those in rural areas stop using fire-
wood and charcoal.

“Using clean energy sources protects 
people from diseases that are associ-
ated with inheriting smoke,” he said, 
adding the company also provides 
education to people on proper usage 

of gas in cooking.
Fundi noted that in collaboration 

with Coca-Cola they have so far pro-
vided over 2000 gas cylinders to more 
than 5000 entrepreneurs across the 
country.

Meanwhile, oGtl has provided 300 
gas cylindes to health workers in siha 
constituency, Kilimanjaro Region. the 
donation follows a request from Depu-
ty Health Minister, Dr Godwin Mollel.

By Getrude Mbago

loCal government authorities have been 
advised to consider identifying areas whereby  
spaces can be put up to help farmers and trad-
ers in vegetables store their products.

this, according to stakeholders, will greatly 
help tackle the challenge of post-harvest loss.

Director General for the world Vegetable 
Centre, Dr Marco wopereis made the call in 
Dar es salaam at the just ended africa Food 
systems Forum-2023 under the title ‘innova-
tive technologies to reduce post-harvest loss’.

Dr wopereis who was among the panelists 
during the session was keen to note that in-
puts from municipalities was critical taking 
into account that aggregation needs space, 
therefore local governments could help to 
identify such areas.

“one important aspect to note is that veg-
etables have easier perishability, therefore a 
lot of efforts can be made…if earlier decisions 
are not made everything may be lost,” said Dr 
wopereis.

this has become a core requirement for 
participation in many global value chains, tak-
ing into account that fruits and vegetables are 
important components of a healthy diet, and 
their sufficient daily consumption could help 
prevent major diseases, such as cardiovascu-
lar diseases and certain cancers.

He singled out that organizational innova-
tion was key to helping farmers produce what 
they can sell rather than trying to sell what 
they happen to produce.

“one thing we are working on is aggrega-

tion centres so that farmers together can have 
a space where they can store, sort, clean, and 
label their products. Perhaps an area whereby 
they can temporarily store their vegetables in 
cold areas and market, the whole trick is to 
harmonize production and marketing to re-
duce post-harvest losses,” stressed the DG.

He cited the case of leafy vegetables where-
as if the harvest does not go through to the 
consumer on the same day it may end up be-
ing lost.

thus, with cold storage, the vegetables may 
last for a day but not for much longer, indicat-
ing that producers have to know where they 
can market the product after harvesting

He pinpointed some of the best practices 
from asia consisting of wholesale markets ac-

quiring rental space whereby traders can store 
their vegetables and sell them in the coming 
day rather than just giving them up to rot.

Besides, the wholesale markets were places 
where farmers could sleep at affordable prices 
so that they could sell their unfinished vegeta-
bles the next day.

Dr wopereis also revealed that the beauty 
of vegetables is so powerful and obtains mas-
sive opportunities ranging from selling fresh 
vegetables to drying and grinding the leafy for 
future storage and use.

He said africa including tanzania can ex-
plore the potential by looking for the market 
and demand for dried leafy vegetables.

“our goal is to realize the potential of veg-
etables for healthier lives and more resilient 

livelihoods…you cannot say that vegetables 
are healthy if they are full of pesticides.

the center’s role is mainly to ensure vegeta-
bles are produced safely and locally in partic-
ular for every consumer so there is a need to 
think of bringing varieties that are resistant to 
pests and diseases.

this recognition of the importance of rou-
tine consumption of fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles, together with a marked increase in the 
year-round availability has contributed to the 
substantial increase in consumption of fresh 
fruits and vegetables over the past decades.

attributed to the distinctive favourable 
tropical climate, tanzania has for decades 
maintained a peerless status at the national 
and regional level with regard to the quality of 
agricultural farm produce such as fresh fruits 
and vegetables.

LGAs urged to set special areas for businesses to store veggies 

By Guardian Reporter

CYBeRseCURitY and digital fo-
rensics expert, Yusuph Kileo has 
called for sustainable public aware-
ness programmes on cybercrimes 
to make people avoid cyber-attacks.

“as we approach the cybersecu-
rity awareness month in october, 
governments in africa through min-
istry responsible need to create the 
awareness for people to use the in-
formation communication technol-
ogy in the proper way,” Kileo said 
over the weekend when briefing 
journalists on the matter.

the country may also take advan-
tage of international events like ‘Cy-
ber security awareness month’ and 
‘Data privacy day’ to run a national 
level awareness programmes.

the previous cyber-attacks in 
many of african countries should 
serve as a wakeup call, he said.

it is hoped though that all african 
countries will enact cybercrime leg-
islation.

However, the continent needs to 
put a strong and workable institu-
tional framework first so as to be 
fully involved in the war against 
global cybercrime.

“the cyber security policy and 
effective cybersecurity awareness 
for any country especially, those 
who have embarked on iCt devel-
opment is very important,” Kileo 
added.

the policy protects information 
and builds the capability to prevent 

cyber-attacks through developing 
cyber security skill sets, cyber crisis 
management, critical infrastructure 
protection, public and private part-
nership security issues and other 
related policy issues.

the general objective of the cy-
ber security policy is to make the 
country safe on the cyber space, 
by taking care of different aspects, 
including strengthening regulatory 
control, promotion of research and 
developments and securing the 
critical infrastructure.

the document can be updated 
and changed to suit the advance in 
technology and counter new cyber-
attack techniques, he said.

the computer security incident 
response team in tanzania is a 
dedicated technical team with the 
responsibility of coordinating re-
sponse to cyber security incidents 
at the national level and cooperate 
with regional and international en-
tities involved in the management 
of cyber security incidents.

the learning institutions need to 
include the cyber security in their 
curriculum to enable lawyers, advo-
cates, regulators, it professionals, 
policy makers, managers and other 
people involved in security to be 
able to combat the cyber security in 
their organizations.

it is through security awareness 
programmes that organizations can 
develop, grow and maintain the cul-
ture for their employees, vendors, 
and suppliers.

Cybersecurity and digital forensic expert calls 
for sustainable public awareness programmes

Police officers from various stations and departments pose for a group photo during a ‘welfare visit’ to Makao ya Watoto Children’s home at Kurasini in Dar es Salaam. They donated 
foodstuffs for use by children cared for at the orphanage. Photo: Carlos Banda

Health minister and Tanga Urban legislator Ummy Mwalimu (L, foreground) and Oryx Gas eastern zone marketing manager Shabani Fundi present a gas cylinder to one 
of scores of food vendors in Tanga city at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, 
Njombe

HeaD of Police Gender 
Desk for njombe Region, 
aCP wilfred willa has ap-
pealed to the community, 
especially married couples 
to stop the habit of acces-
ing their partner’s mobile 
phones in order to avoid 
adverse effects that can 
happen including murder 
and marriage  breakup .

speaking at one of his 
education campaigns in 
ngalanga area in njombe 
town, willa said one 
among the causes of con-
flicts in marriages is to en-
gage in unnecessary perus-
als of partner’s cell phones, 
the practices that can break 
up marriages’ violence, 
suicides and the increase 
of children brought up by 
families of one person.

He said the education is 
the continuance of educa-
tion provision against gen-
der-based violence (GBV) 
in order to have loving 

communities with moral 
ethics.  “all this, includ-
ing misleading customs 
are among issues that we 
cream at every day and this 
is among the main causes 
of murders in njombe Re-
gion,” he said.

njombe residents appre-
ciate the education given 
and pledged to to work on 
it and become good am-
bassadors to spread moral 
ethics for the benefit of the 
present and future genera-
tions.

For her part, Jovina tw-
eve,   njombe   resident said 
the education provided 
helps to remind ourselves 
to abandon bad behaviour, 
and if a married couple 
cannot settle their issues 
amicably it is better to di-
vorce in peace.

njombe Region is among 
regions which of recent 
has been facing with an 
increase of gender based 
violence and child abuse 
including murders and 
rape.

Police advise married couples about 
accessing partners’ mobile phones
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By Beatrice Philemon

tanZanian youth have urged af-
rican heads of state to ensure that in-
vestment requirements, policies and 
procedures encourage eco-friendly 
projects so as to protect nature and 
fight climate change.

they made the call yesterday when 
speaking at the meeting that provided 
a room for them to widely discuss the 
effects of climate change and they 
were speaking as the leaders met at 
the africa Climate summit and africa 
Climate week2023 conducted from 
september 4 to 8, this year in Kenya’s 
Capital nairobi.

ebenezer Mathew, United nations 
youth delegate-tanzania, said they 
have decided to raise their voice and 
call for actions to the african leaders 
because climate change is now putting 
the health and well-being, nutrition, 
education, development, survival and 
future of youth and children at risk.

“if heads of state will not take this 
issue seriously, it’s the children and 
young people of today who will face 
the worst effects of climate change,” 
he said.

the young people call for compre-
hensive support, encompassing finan-
cial, moral, and knowledge-based as-
sistance to advance their innovations, 
inventions, and solutions.

Being aware that climate financing 
plays a pivotal role in both mitigating 
and adapting to the effects of climate 
change, they emphasize the impor-
tance of implementing agreements 
and resolutions established during 
the 27th Conference of Parties in 
egypt.

 “our call for climate justice and re-
silience is resolute key and ongoing 
until every nation and each developed 
country meets its pledges. instead of 
engaging in the blame game, we seek 
empowerment to actively contribute 
to addressing this global challenge, he 
said.

the youth also call for african lead-
ers to commit to leverage indigenous 
knowledge and practices in response 
to climate change in africa.

tanzanian youths recognise that all 
youths and children in africa recog-

nise the value of incorporating local 
indigenous knowledge and practices 
into Climate Change strategies and 
practices.

traditional methods hold insights 
into sustainable agriculture, resource 
management and adaptation.

“we call for african leaders to up-
hold this fact for the integration of in-
digenous wisdom into climate action 
plans, respecting local traditions,” he 
said.

salha aziz, director of Binti salha 
Foundation said that youth and chil-
dren have the potential to hold de-
cision-makers accountable but they 
lack knowledge and skills on how to 
engage as well as limited space for 
participation.

“For this reason, capacity building 
in africa should also focus on expand-
ing climate education tailored to the 
african context, empowering youth 
and children with knowledge about 
climate change, its impacts, and solu-
tions is paramount,” she said.

“this includes integrating climate-
related topics into school curricula 
and organising community outreach 
initiatives, as well as bringing forth 
awareness; to children in all contexts 
with inclusivity,” she said.

african leaders must explore insti-
tutional policy gaps and green prod-
ucts market barriers within financial 
systems to promote green financing 
and subsequent investments into stra-
tegic sectors,” she added.

she explained: “Green jobs for 
youth and reduced unemployment 
need policy actions to address insti-
tutional barriers to green finance. 
Creating green jobs in sectors such as 
renewable energy, sustainable agri-
culture, and conservation is essential 
for addressing unemployment and ad-
vancing climate resilience.”

african leaders should invest in 
these areas to benefit both the econ-
omy and the environment, but more 
importantly, the transition to a green 
economy should be africanised in-
cluding revising government policies; 
laws, incentives, and subsidies, to suit 
our continent’s pace of development 
and resilience building.  

the young people also urge african 
leaders to respect the principles of 
human rights, principle of intergener-
ational equity and to make decisions 
that respond to the needs and priori-
ties of african people.

“the leaders also need to empha-
size strengthening local resilience, 
because of the fact that vulnerable 
communities in africa require target-
ed efforts to build resilience through 
climate-smart agriculture, disaster 
preparedness, and community-based 
adaptation projects.”

these measures safeguard not only 
livelihoods and ecosystems but also 
shed light on youth prosperity in the 
context of climate change and chil-
dren’s welfare to their full potential in 
adulthood.

the principles of locally-led adapta-
tion must be respected. it is important 
to pursue climate actions that con-
sider both present and future genera-
tions.

Failure to take climate actions today 
could jeopardize the welfare of tomor-
row’s generation of which the current 
generation is best placed to take pre-
ventive climate actions.

Furthermore, they call upon the 
support and promotion of collabora-
tion, knowledge sharing, and youth 
empowerment in climate change lead-
ership.

“as africans, we have good practices 
to curb the effects of climate change, 
but we have differences as well in act-
ing on the responses, therefore, afri-
can youth seek partnerships within 
the continent to exchange knowledge, 
share best practices, and access re-
sources for effective climate action,” 
she said.

this will increase ownership of our 
own climate change adaptation ini-
tiatives, and therefore inspire youth 
and children to play a leading role in 
climate in the continent, and request 
opportunities for leadership develop-
ment, capacity-building, and mean-
ingful engagement in climate policy 
decisions.

the youth also said their active in-
volvement is key to driving positive 
change in the fight against climate 
change impacts.

Dar youth want African leaders 
to embrace eco-friendly projects

By Carlos Banda

tanZanians have been urged to 
develop a culture of supporting and 
protecting children facing various 
challenges in their areas so as to help 
secure their future and the nation’s 
workforce.

alumni of the tanzania Police 
school’s G5 class made the call at the 
weekend during their visit at an or-
phanage at Kurasini  in Dar es salaam  
where they donated an assortment of 
food items as part of the commemo-
ration of 13 years in service as police-
men and women.

speaking to journalists on behalf 
of other police officers in attendance 
at the children’s home,  tanzania Po-
lice Force officer (Railway Division), 
inspector anna Mwano said far from 
donating the food supplies to the 
children’s home, it is paramount to 
address the challenges facing young 
children in the society by showing 
support.

 “My call to the society is to keep on 
giving, to keep on supporting children 
because children need our support es-
pecially those facing hardships. 

some have no knowledge about 
their parents or relatives. Hence, we 
should show them love and protect 
them as well. we need to protect them. 
For parents who are out there, when 
we allow challenges in our families, 
the ones to face the most effects are 
the children, not the parents alone,” 
said insp. anna.

she added: “we should make sure 
we solve our problems amicably for 
the benefit of our children because 
these are our next generation. we 
need to protect them and ensure we 
adhere to their rights, because we 
know they have their rights as well. 
we must adhere to their rights.”

assistant inspector of Police, ally 
Kuweka said: “we are here to com-
memorate 13 years of serving in the 

police force. the specific date for the anniversary had already passed however 
we have decided to do some activities today with regards to the nature of duties.

He added: “this donation is from all the members of the police force nation-
wide. so, we agreed to have Dar es salaam as a point of representing our col-
leagues who had contributed to make this donation a success.”

“this act aims to support the caretakers of the children in this orphanage 
because it is not an easy task. Hence, they need to be encouraged. these chil-
dren need to go to school for studies, they need treatment. therefore, if other 
members of the society show up to support them it will be a good deed before 
GoD,” said Kuweka.

expressing her gratitude for the police officers’ visit and donation, the or-
phanage welfare officer, Farida ismail thanked the officers for the support and 
called upon the society to continue supporting the children at the centre and 
other areas.

Support needy children in 
society, Tanzanians advised

Asma Mwinyi Foundation representative Abdulrazak Issa (L) pictured in Dar es 
Salaam yesterday presenting sanitary pads to the head teacher of Dar es Sa-
laam’s Airport Primary School for use by students at the school. Photo: Corre-
spondent Maulid Mmbaga
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Drawbacks in Africa’s food systems
awaiting agribusiness to be accepted
AFTER three days of fruitful and deep 

exchanges, African leaders are intent on 
doing something about a range of prob-
lems centres on agriculture. 

The focus of the conference was food 
systems, but there was no mistaking of 
the role that the youth bulge was hanging 
over the discussions, despite that the mat-
ter was more extensively explored in an 
earlier conference. 

There is always a problem of how har-
mony can be attained, as each conference 
or discussion adopts key solutions.

A noteworthy result of the three day Af-
rica food systems summit was that leaders 
pledged robust agro-sector actions, tak-
ing account of the fact that reliable data 
shows that over 280m people are on the 
verge of starvation in the continent. 

Africa has more than its fair share of 
hunger and poverty, despite that it defi-
nitely has more than its fair share of ar-
able land, on account of major differences 
in social organisation. Ukraine, a patch 
of land that can be filled into more than 
half of African states with as much land to 
spare, is our wheat hope.

Pledges that participating heads of state 
made were somewhat broad in character, 
like adopting robust strategies to trans-
form agriculture, strengthening food sys-
tems and, at some points, pointing at the 
need to boost intra-Africa trade systems. 

Addressing the youth event at the sum-
mit, President Samia Suluhu Hasaan elab-
orated on the overall focus on the confer-
ence, namely a youth-centred strategy 
with increased programming, technology 
delivery and close support to this group. 
The convergence with food issues per se 
was tight.

This proximity of themes brings up 
comfort in terms of inclusion, and it is 
likely that the conference was more sensi-
tive about inclusion that about the techni-
cal side, of feasibility of the strategy. 

The idea on the whole was to boost pro-
duction, incomes and strengthening food 
security, where results in one area affect 
the situation of other areas. Taking youths 
into agriculture boosts production, pro-
vides them with incomes and improved 
wider food security.

The problem lies with the sequence, as 
the youth approach doesn’t change the 
wider food availability situation, much 
less the income poverty underlining the 
lack of access to food, even when grain 
abounds in shops, tubers in markets, etc, 

Even in supposedly fish rich zones like 
the coastal areas of Tanzania, the level of 
consumption is admittedly poor, many 
families saved by sardine harvests, espe-
cially from fresh water sources. Substan-
tial fish consumption is limited even with-
out poverty being actually visible, like in 
consumption of cashews.

The youth focus in the food systems 
equation was finally a funding strategy. 
Africa has patchy land farmed tradition-
ally but they can’t parceled out for indi-
vidual ownership to attract credit. That 
clears the way for agri-business, a theme 
has often taken its place among local agro-
sector experts, But is limited to pure bank 
lending, not the land systems to facilitate 
it.

yes, President Samia introduced the 
BBT (building back better) programme 
as commercial activity but agribusiness 
is a different matter, and admittedly that 
is what would make a difference. It would 
durably reduce the price of grain, and if it 
is replicated in livestock rearing and fish-
ing, with rented areas for vast private fish 
farms, it raises consumption in a visible 
manner. African leaders wish it happens 
by uplifting peasants, youth.

More farmers in Tanzania ought to be 
linked to commodity exchange system

By Peter Nyanje

AT a time when availability of relia-
ble markets offering competitive prices 
for their produce is listed as among the 
major challenges farmers in Tanzania 
are facing, only a handful of the farm-
ers are aware that Tanzania Mercantile 
Exchange (TMX) is there to connect 
farmers to local as well as foreign buy-
ers. Even worse, even fewer are using 
this platform to sell their produce.

The government ventured into the 
setting up of TMX way back in 2015, pri-
marily after noting that lack of reliable 
markets was one of the major hurdles 
impeding the development of agricul-
ture in the country.

After enacting a law to facilitate the 
operationalisation of the market, regu-
lations for the law were enacted in 2016 
before the putting in place of a trading 
floor started in 2017 and was complet-
ed in 2018. Since then, farmers using 
the facility as their market bear witness 
to its profitability.

TMX Chief Executive Officer God-
frey Malekano told journalists in Dar 
es Salaam recently that each of the 
roundabout 190,000 farmers who sold 
some 135,000 tonnes of their produce 
through TMX got an additional income 
averaging 2,000/- per kilo of the crops 
they sold. 

“If these farmers had opted for the 
famous system of selling their produce 
through middlemen and agents, they 
would not have earned this much,” 
noted Malekano, briefing journalists at 
a meeting organised by the Treasury 
Registrar as part of the implementa-
tion of its mission of publicising the 
achievements of state organisations 
under its arm.

TMX has clearly helped these farm-
ers earn more from their sweat and 
toil – and this is one of reasons the gov-
ernment had decided to introduce this 
form of commodity trading.

TMX is an electronic trading system 
which brings together people willing 
to sell their commodities and traders 
looking for commodities to buy. Owing 
to its infancy, though, TMX is used in 
the country as a platform for farmers 
and buyers of agricultural products to 
meet and trade. 

Malekano said that, over the years, 
TMX has facilitated the trading of vari-
ous agricultural commodities, includ-
ing maize, rice, cashewnuts, coffee, 
beans, pigeon peas and cocoa.

It has provided farmers, traders and 
other market participants with a cen-
tralised platform through which to buy 
and sell these commodities, making it 
easier for the government entities also 
to collect revenue from the formalised 
market.

As noted, TMX has played a decisive 
role in improving price discovery for 
agricultural commodities in Tanzania. 
By providing a transparent market-
place, it has enabled market partici-

pants to determine fair prices based 
on supply and demand dynamics as 
well as global market prices.

Malekano further explained that 
TMX has helped to improve the 
Warehouse Receipt System, “which 
is central to TMX trading as it ena-
bles storage of produce, making it 
possible for buyers to be assured of 
volume and quality of the produce 
at the time of buying”.

The system also enables farmers 
to store their crops until the ap-
propriate time for them to get fair 
prices. Farmers can also use the 
stored crops as collateral in access-
ing loans from banks and other fi-
nancial institutions.

The CEO elaborated: “TMX has 
also introduced risk management 
tools to assist market participants 
in managing price volatility and re-
ducing financial risks. Farmers are 
assured of fair prices while buyers 
are also assured of the quantity and 
quality of crops they buy, though 
there have been few incidents 
where quantity and quality of crops 
have been compromised.”

He said TMX has expanded access 
to markets for farmers, especially 
small-scale producers and those op-
erating from remote areas through 
electronic participation. 

“By bringing together buyers and 
sellers on a single platform, the 
mode of operation has helped farm-
ers to access a wider customer base 
both locally and globally as our trad-
ing system is electronic,” he added, 
noting that the market has also af-
forded players greater opportunity 
to negotiate better prices for the 
produce offered.

TMX figures show that between 
2019 and mid this year, a total of 
135,103 tonnes of crops have been 
sold through the exchange, earning 
farmers a total of 287.98 billion/- – 
with coffee emerging as the crop 
dominating the market in terms of 
both volume sold and earnings.

In 2022 some 50,761 tonnes of 
crops were sold, out of which cof-
fee accounted for 49,721 tonnes. In 
2020 some 41,164 tonnes of crops 
were sold through TMX.

In terms of earnings, record in-
come was recorded in 2022 where 
112.19 billion/- was generated, fol-
lowed by 2020 where sales worth 
81.78 billion/- were made – both cas-
es seeing coffee as the top sold crop 
bringing in 110.7 billion/- in 2022 
and 77.52 billion in 2020.

In terms of additions to the prices, 
cocoa farmers benefited immensely 
by witnessing a price increase aver-
aging 2,850 per kilo in 2022 com-
pared with their colleagues who 
sold their produce through normal 
system. In 2020 the price with re-
spect to cocoa jumped to 3,000 per 
kilo.

In that trading is done under for-
malised systems, Malekano said it is 
much easier than previously keep-
ing records and providing market 
information to participants.

Through the TMX website, specif-
ically the trading platform, market 
participants can access real-time in-
formation on prices, market trends 
and other relevant data, enabling 
them to make informed trading de-
cisions.

Malekano stands fully convinced 
that TMX has made significant 
strides in promoting transparency 
and efficiency in commodity trad-
ing in Tanzania, having contributed 
to the growth of the agricultural 
sector generally, and specifically in 
facilitating market access for farm-
ers and providing risk management 
tools to market participants.

TMX does not deal with agricul-
tural produce only. Malekano said a 
variety of commodities can be sold 
and bought through the exchange: 
“In developed markets products 
such as electricity are also sold 
through commodity exchanges, but 
in Tanzania we have not reached 
that stage.” He further noted that 
plans are under way to start selling 
minerals through TMX, adding: “We 
are currently consulting with vari-
ous stakeholders and authorities in 
order to come up with an appropri-
ate system to enable the trading of 
minerals through TMX.”

He said the government’s deci-
sion to establish mineral trading 
centres in every district will likely 
be an advantage to TMX in the pro-
cess of establishing mineral trading.

“But we must think about other 
things as well because this market 
will involve many people from out-
side Tanzania. We must put in place 
systems to safeguard both parties 
involved in the trade,” he said.

He argued that commodity ex-
change firms like TMX are among 
the tools which can be used to 
push intra-Africa trade. He how-
ever warned that the hurdles such 
as non-tariff barriers should be ad-
dressed first in order to enable the 
commodity exchange to operate at 
full potential if it is to drive trade 
between and among African coun-
tries.

Malekano also noted that plans 
are under way to start trading in 
livestock through TMX, elaborat-
ing: “After the conclusion of studies 
conducted in Arusha Region, prepa-
rations have been made by the rel-
evant ministry to connect livestock 
auctions to TMX in order to enable 
livestock keepers to access the mar-
ket.” He added that it was crucial 
to conduct awareness campaigns 
among livestock keepers in order 
to keep them abreast with basic re-
quirements for the exchange to run 

profitably.
Despite these achievements, it has 

not been all smooth sailing for TMX, 
the most daunting challenges including 
lack of awareness among farmers and 
other participants on the operations of 
the exchange. 

This has led to limited participation, 
so TMX faces challenges in attracting 
a wider range of effective market par-
ticipants. Many farmers and traders in 
rural areas do not have access to the in-
ternet or lack the necessary skills to use 
online platforms for trading.

This limits the potential number of 
participants and reduces the liquidity 
of the exchange. Inadequate infrastruc-
ture and limited internet connectiv-
ity in rural areas pose challenges to the 
smooth functioning of TMX.

For farmers to be able to sell their 
produce through the exchange, they 
must first store their crops in regis-
tered warehouses. There are few such 
facilities in the country, which makes it 
impossible for many farmers to partici-
pate in the business.

“In areas where there are no reg-
istered warehouses farmers cannot 
participate in trading. Warehouses are 
crucial facilities as it is through them 
that buyers are assured of presence of 
crops, their quantity as well as quality,” 
noted Malekano.

Another challenge TMX is facing is 
the absence of standardised quality 
and grading systems for commodities. 
This creates difficulties in pricing and 
trading commodities based on their 
quality, leading to inefficiencies in the 
exchange.

Having a limited range of commodi-
ties is yet another challenge. TMX for 
now primarily focuses on agricultural 
commodities such as maize, beans and 
rice. Agriculture is doubtless an impor-
tant sector in Tanzania, but there is a 
need to diversify the range of tradable 
commodities to attract a broader range 
of participants and provide them with 
more trading options.

Malekano noted that, to address these 
challenges, the TMX management and 
the relevant stakeholders need to focus 
more on increasing awareness and un-
derstanding of the exchange, improv-
ing infrastructure and connectivity in 
rural areas, establishing standardised 
quality and grading systems, diversify-
ing the range of commodities, develop-
ing a robust regulatory framework and 
promoting financial inclusion among 
market participants.

“So far we are connected to seven 
banks and that has helped us to deal 
with the financial challenges though we 
would like many financial institutions 
to come on board,” he noted.

* Peter Nyanje is freelance journal-
ist and media consultant based in 
Dar es Salaam. He can be reached 
through pnyanje@gmail.com, +255 
784 211716.

Handing citizenships to 3,000 
long-term immigrants positive 

CITIZENSHIP certificates have lately 
been presented to 3,319 migrants who 
can’t legally be deported, delivered at a 
colourful ceremony in the Zanzibar State 
House. 

Handing the new status to the mi-
grants, Zanzibar President Dr Hussein 
Ali Mwinyi said that control of migration 
is crucial to protect national borders to 
ensure peace and security. Laying accent 
on the dangers of ease of access into the 
country for undocumented migrants, he 
said that care is taken by governments 
around the world, to observe migration, 
citizenship regulations.

The president was of the view that im-
migration law has not been reviewed for 
a long time, in which case it is relevant 
to look at the legislation to enhance the 
country’s ability to face various challeng-
es encountered. 

He was of the view that such challenges 
are likely to be faced by citizens and visi-
tors to the country as well. This affirma-
tion appears to point at the need to ease 
access to becoming a citizen, on condi-
tion that the rules are followed and not 
abused by migrants.

Providing citizenship to people who 
have been living here for more than 50 
years was a vital accomplishment, the 
president noted, highlighting the fact 
that they originate from neighboring 
countries like Burundi, the Comoros, Mo-
zambique and Rwanda. 

The move was to a certain extent recip-
rocal within the confines of the East Afri-
can Community and the Southern Africa 
Development Community, as at midyear 
Kenyan President William Ruto issued 
citizenship to a so-called Pemba tribe. 
They have lived there for decades.

It means there is some kind of reckon-
ing that these countries have been way 

too hard on extending citizenship to 
those we basically recognize as brothers 
and sisters who for various reasons had 
to leave their countries. 

Owing to fears of rebels operating from 
the other side of the border, extending 
citizenship has taken a slow pace, by 
the president’s own admission. There 
are unending feuds even as we try to ex-
pand the EAC for instance, as it has more 
pronounced membership criteria than 
SADC, but expansion is taking place willy-
nilly. At the moment discussions are be-
ing pursued with the Somali authorities 
to take that country closer to EAC mem-
bership, while the Al Shabaab threat is 
still a live wire. 

Experience with DRC shows that when 
a country is integrated, internal balances 
change in favour of stability, and partner 
states are encouraged to increase efforts 
as the new status pushes greater action 
away from divisive politics to trade and 
other opportunities. Somalia may soon 
gain entry as well.

The president congratulated the new 
citizens for attaining the status of being 
recognized as Tanzania citizens after 
satisfying all requirements according to 
Tanzanian laws. Incidentally, this was an 
issue that as the ruling party candidate in 
the 2020 polls he had pledged to sort it 
out, and he has done it. 

This pledge reflects a new spirit of 
welcoming others instead of being fear-
ful of their other connections, even af-
ter 50 years.  In the DRC those who fled 
Rwanda in 1994 are still recognized as 
Rwandese and a factor in the power play 
in that country, and M-23 is erected to 
keep them at bay. Making the two groups 
Congolese citizens leaves them as Hutu 
and Tutsi tribal elements lacking a state 
to capture - or to defend.

Africa has more than its 
fair share of hunger and 
poverty, despite that it 
definitely has more than 
its fair share of arable 
land, on account of ma-
jor differences in social 
organisation. Ukraine, 
a patch of land that can 
be filled into more than 
half of African states 
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AfDB Group President Dr Akinwumi Adesina says in relation to the 2023 AEO’s outlook, despite significant headwinds, Africa has shown remarkable resilience evident in the projected consoli-
dation of economic growth in the medium-term. Credit; AfDB

By Telesphor Magobe

t
aNZaNIa is ranked a “good performer” in one 
of the four key macroeconomic indicators and 
a “fair performer” in three others in 2023-04, 
according to african Development Bank (afDB) 

2023 economic Outlook (aeO).  
afDB ranked african economies in four key macro-

economic indicators – GDP growth, inflation, current 
account balance (trade records of goods and services 
of an economy with other economies of the world) and 
fiscal balance (the difference between government rev-
enue and spending). Based on scores in these four key 
macroeconomic indicators, an economy is categorised 
as either a good, fair or weak performer.

thus, an economy which has real GDP growth above 
6 percent is ranked a good performer, 4-6 percent a fair 
performer, and below 4 percent a weak performer. an 
economy which has inflation below 5 percent is ranked 
a good performer, 5-9.9 percent a fair performer, and 
above 10 percent a weak performer. 

an economy which has a current account surplus is a 
good performer, a deficit below 5 percent a fair perform-
er, and above 5 percent a weak performer. an economy 
which has a fiscal surplus and deficit below 3 percent is a 
good performer, 3-5 percent a fair performer, and above 
5 percent a weak performer. In all these, tanzania has 
performed quite well as it is among the top nine per-
formers out of the 54 surveyed african economies.

In the east african Community (eaC) trading market, 
tanzania is ranked second out of the seven surveyed 
member countries. It is preceded by the Democratic re-
public of Congo (DrC), but is ahead of Burundi, Kenya, 
South Sudan, rwanda and uganda. 

thus, according to afDB, tanzania is a good perform-
er in inflation and a fair performer in GDP growth, cur-
rent account balance and fiscal balance. It is also among 
the world’s 10 fastest-growing economies in 2023-24. 
the eaC trading market too with a land area of 4.8 mil-
lion square kilometres, with about 283.7 million citizens 
and a combined GDP of $305.3 billion, is one of the fast-
est growing economic blocs in the world.

according to the 2023 aeO, growth in east africa is 
projected to strengthen from about 4.4 per cent in 2022 
to 5.1 per cent this year and 5.8 next year.

 “With the exception of South Sudan, growth in all 
countries in this region is estimated to increase in 2023, 
with seven of the countries achieving 5 percent GDP 
growth or higher, driven by fairly diversified produc-
tion structures and a decline in commodity prices. Many 
countries in east africa are commod ity importers, and 
lower prices would ben efit their GDP growth. However, 
drought and insecurity remain, and may pose a chal-

African Economic Outlook: Tanzania among top performers

By Songa wa Songa 

T
He 24 of March 2017 remains a significant 
date in the history of media and press free-
dom in tanzania.  a statement made by one 
powerful man on that day sent chills down 

the spines of media owners and journalists, trigger-
ing fear that led to prolonged censorship and even 
self-censorship.

Dateline: State House Dar es Salaam, event: swear-
ing-in of Dr Harrison Mwakyembe as the new Infor-
mation Minister who was appointed following the 
sacking of Nape Nnauye on 23 March after he ordered 
a probe into the reported raid on Clouds television 
station by then Dar es Salaam regional Commission-
er Paul Makonda, speaker: President John Magufuli.

“I would like to tell media owners - be careful, 
watch it. If you think you have that kind of freedom, 
(it is) not to that extent,” Magufuli said.

His face and index finger spoke even louder in an 
event that was broadcast live on national television. 
He directed Mwakyembe to clamp down on media 
outlets that publish or broadcast material deemed 
to incite unrest, categorically stating that his govern-
ment would not allow what he termed as “a few indi-
viduals” to destabilize the country.

after this statement, media houses, journalists and 
even vocal artists as well as activists started operat-
ing under fear of closure, harassment or incarcera-
tion for expressing themselves. It is editors’ diaries 
that can tell how many stories were changed or re-
moved in the last minute.

apart from the statement, legal framework under 
Magufuli was unfriendly to press freedom and the 
freedom of expression. rights activists criticized the 
2015 Cybercrimes act for restricting free expression 
online; the 2015 Statistics act, which, until its amend-
ment in June 2019, criminalized publishing statistics 
without government approval and blocked the pub-
lication and dissemination of independent research.

also, the 2018 regulations to the electronic and 
Postal Communications act subjected bloggers to 
excessive licensing fees and the mother of them all—
the 2016 Media Services act, which gave government 
agencies broad power to censor and limit the inde-
pendence of the media by creating stringent rules for 
journalists’ accreditation and criminal liability.  

In its report published in October 2019 with the ti-
tle ‘as Long as I am Quiet, I am Safe’: threats to Inde-
pendent Media and Civil Society in tanzania, Human 
rights Watch gave this analysis:

“Since President John Magufuli came to power in 
2015, tanzania has seen a sharp backslide in respect 
for basic freedoms of association and expression, 
undermining both media freedoms and civil society. 
While some restrictive trends may have predated his 
term, they have intensified since he became presi-
dent.

“authorities have passed new legislation and en-
forced existing laws that repress independent re-

Security of journalists in Tanzania: From fear to cautious optimism 

afDB Group President, Dr akinwumi adesina, says in relation 
to the 2023 aeO’s outlook despite significant headwinds, africa 
has shown remarkable resilience, evident in the projected con-
solidation of economic growth in the medium-term.

 “the outlook remains positive and stable, with a projected 
rebound to 4 per cent in 2023 and further consolidation to 4.3 
per cent in 2024.” the 2023 aeO shows that although africa’s 
growth in real GDP is projected to rebound to 4 per cent in 2023 
and consolidate at 4.3 per cent in 2024, underpinning africa’s 
continued resilience to economic shocks, climate change, high 
global inflation, and persistent fragilities in supply chains may 
slow down growth.

November 2017. Gwanda who was reporting from Kibiti 
District, Coast region, is believed to have been taken 
away while gathering news on reported extrajudicial kill-
ings in the area.

Gwanda’s remains a bizarre, cold case to date. In May 
2019, One free Press Coalition listed this amongst the top 
‘10 Most urgent’ cases. His family members and friends 
are still agonizing due to this lack of closure. 

Let’s move from Magufuli, his draconian laws and a 
cold case of a missing journalist. On 17 March 2021, Magu-
fuli became the first President of tanzania to die in office. 
On 19 March 2021, his deputy Samia Suluhu Hassan was 
sworn in as the sixth President and first female president 
of tanzania.   

Like Magufuli, President Samia also made a statement 
to media fraternity and did something about legal frame-
work but in completely opposite direction. Since her as-
cension, she has repeatedly said that media play a critical 
role in the development of any country and tanzania is 
no exception.

Day: 3 May 2022, dateline: arusha, event: World Press 
freedom Day, audience: editors, reporters, government 
officials, diplomats, donor agencies and media partners, 
speaker: President Samia. 

“Let’s come up with better and friendly laws and regula-
tions that would protect journalists and open more space 
for the freedom of expression and the media,” she said to 
rapturous applaud and a standing ovation.  

She directed the Ministry of Information, Communica-
tion and Information technology to collaborate with me-
dia stakeholders to review the Media Services act of 2016 
to enable journalists and media houses carry out their 
duties freely.

 “Criticism helps us know what people are thinking, if 
we ban it we won't have that platform,” she said, indicat-
ing that she has that thick skin that all politicians worth 
their salt should have. 

In february this year, the Media Services act, 2016 
was brought before the Parliament in the form of pro-
posed miscellaneous amendments. It was debated and 
endorsed with the harshest provisions scrapped off the 
book of statute. 

this is a very good step that gives us optimism for a 
better future. then why did I put cautious before opti-
mism? I did so purposely because whereas I believe that 
President Samia means her encouraging words, I also 
recognize that she is a member of a political party and 
has a team of advisors who play a significant role in her 
presidency. 

But one may argue that Magufuli had the same party 
and a team of advisors yet he did the many unpleasant 
things he did. this argument is valid. I believe the Presi-
dent, her party and the advisors know the right thing to 
do. 

Songa wa Songa is a senior journalist with The 
Guardian. He can be reached at songa.songa@guard-
ian.co.tz 

porting and restrict the work of media, nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) and political opposition groups. the 
president and other high-level officials have made hostile 
statements about rights issues, at times followed by en-

forcement actions cracking down on individuals and or-
ganizations seen as being critical of government policy.”

Journalist azory Gwanda who worked for Mwananchi 
Communications Limited has been a missing person since 

lenge to achieving the projected higher growth.”
as regards the eaC trading market, the 2023 aeO ranks 

rwanda as the top performer in GDP growth as its GDP growth 
is 7.8 percent, followed by the DrC (7.6 percent), uganda (6.6 
percent), Kenya and tanzania (5.8 percent), Burundi (4.6) and 
South Sudan (2.1 percent). as regards inflation, tanzania leads 
the eaC trading market in having the lowest inflation rate of 
4.3 percent, followed by uganda (6.3 percent), rwanda (6.5 
percent), Kenya (7.3 percent), Burundi (9.7 percent), the DrC 
(9.9 percent) and South Sudan (13.7 percent).

During the presentation of this year year’s estimates of gov-
ernment revenue and expenditure for the 2023/24 fiscal year 
in the National assembly, Minister for finance, Dr Mwigulu 

Nchemba, said tanzania’s real GDP was estimated to grow by 
5.2 percent in 2023 from 4.7 percent in 2022 and inflation was 
expected to remain in the single digit of an average of 3.0-7.0 
percent in the medium-term. according to the minister, the 
first half of the fiscal year 2022/23, the world witnessed a new 
stage of economic recession, rising inflation, and a deficit of 
foreign currency (uS dollar).

In another presentation on the economic survey 2022 re-
port and the national annual development plan 2023/24, the 
minister said although economic growth for sub-Saharan 
countries dropped to an average of 3.9 percent compared to 
4.8 percent in 2021, tanzania registered the growth of 4.7 per-
cent in 2022 compared to 4.9 percent in 2021
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By Katsuhiro Asagiri and Kunsaya Kurmet-Rakhimova

E
XaCtLY 32 years ago, on September 29, 1991, Kazakhstan, then 
part of the Soviet union, made a historic decision that would 
alter its fate. On that day, Kazakhstan permanently closed the 
Semipalatinsk Nuclear test Site, defying the central govern-

ment in Moscow. this marked the start of Kazakhstan’s transformation 
from a nuclear-armed state, possessing the fourth-largest nuclear arse-
nal at the time, to a non-nuclear-weapon state. Kazakhstan’s audacious 
move to eliminate its nuclear weapons was rooted in a profound com-
mitment to global disarmament, setting an inspiring precedent.

eighteen years later, in 2009, the united Nations General assembly 
adopted a resolution, led by Kazakhstan, designating august 29 as the 
International Day against Nuclear tests. this day serves as a solemn re-
minder of the catastrophic consequences of nuclear weapons and un-
derscores the urgent imperative for disarmament.

In a world where the threat of nuclear weapons being used again re-
mains a grim reality, a pivotal question looms: Can we genuinely aspire 
to a world free of nuclear arms? to delve deeper into this pressing con-
cern and comprehend the menace posed by nuclear weapons testing 
and deployment, we interviewed Karipbek Kuyukov and participants of 
the “Humanitarian Impact of Nuclear Weapons and the Central asian 
Nuclear-Weapon-free Zone” regional conference. this conference, or-
ganized by the Ministry of foreign affairs of Kazakhstan in partnership 
with the Center for International Security and Policy (CISP), Soka Gak-
kai International (SGI), the International Committee of the red Cross 
(ICrC), and the International Campaign to abolish Nuclear Weapons 
(ICaN), took place in astana, Kazakhstan to commemorate this year’s 
International Day against Nuclear tests. 

One of the most poignant moments during the conference came from 
Dmitriy Vesselov, a third-generation survivor of nuclear testing. He 
provided a heartfelt testimony about the profound human toll exacted 
by nuclear testings on his family and the broader community. the nuclear 
tests conducted at the Semipalatinsk Nuclear test Site over four decades un-
leashed explosions 2,500 times more potent than the atomic bombs dropped 
on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. the repercussions of these tests have echoed 
through generations, inflicting severe health problems and untold suffering.

Kuyukov, a renowned Kazakh artist born without hands due to radiation 
exposure in his mother’s womb, has devoted his life to raising awareness 
about the horrors of nuclear testing. His powerful artwork, created using his 
lips or toes, depicts the survivors of nuclear tests and serves as a poignant 
tribute to those who perished. Kuyukov’s unwavering commitment reflects 
the indomitable human spirit in the face of unimaginable adversity.

Dmitriy Vesselov’s testimony shed light on the ongoing challenges faced by 
survivors. He candidly shared his struggles with health issues, including ac-
romioclavicular dysostosis, a condition severely limiting his physical capabili-
ties. Vesselov expressed his deep concern about the potential transmission 
of these health problems to future generations. Consequently, he has chosen 
not to have children. the conference underscored the imperative of averting 
the repetition of history by delving into the past tragedies inflicted by nuclear 
weapons testings.

Hirotsugu terasaki, Director General of Peace and Global Issues of SGI, 
commenting on the event said “I believe that this regional conference is a 
new milestone, a starting point for representatives from five countries of 
Central asia to discuss how we can advance the process toward a nuclear-
weapon-free world, given the ever-increasing threat of nuclear weapons.”

terasaki observed that the international community is actively de-
liberating articles 6 and 7 of the treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons (tPNW), mandating state parties to provide support to victims 
and address environmental remediation. He accentuated Kazakhstan’s 
pivotal role as a co-chair of the working group central to these discus-
sions.

Kazakhstan does provide special medical insurance and benefits to 
victims of nuclear tests. However, these benefits are predominantly ex-
tended to individuals officially certified as disabled or a family mem-
ber of those who succumbed to radiation-related illnesses. Numerous 
victims, like Vesselov, who do not fall within these categories, remain 
ineligible for assistance.

Despite his daunting challenges, Mr. Vesselov maintains an unwa-
vering sense of hope. He hopes that his testimony will serve as a stark 
reminder of the perils of nuclear weapons and awaken global con-
sciousness regarding the dangers posed by even small tactical nuclear 
weapons and the specter of limited nuclear conflicts. ultimately, his 

Kazakhstan’s transition: From a nuclear test site to leader in disarmament

deepest aspiration, shared by all victims 
of nuclear weapons, is that the world 
will never bear witness to such a devas-

tating tragedy again.
as Kazakhstan assumes its role as Pres-

ident-designate of the third Meeting of 

States Parties to the tPNW, it reaffirms its 
steadfast commitment to global peace and 
disarmament. President Kassym-Jomart 

tokayev’s resolute words resonate with 
the sentiment of a nation that has borne 
the scars of nuclear testing: “Such a trag-
edy should not happen again. Our coun-
try will unwaveringly uphold the princi-
ples of nuclear security.”

at the conference, member states of 
the treaty of Semipalatinsk were en-
couraged to support Kazakhstan in this 
endeavor, and in its efforts to represent 
the Central asian region’s contribution 
to nuclear disarmament, through at-
tending the second Meeting of States 
Parties of the tPNW, at least as observ-
ers, which will take place at the united 
Nations Headquarters in New York be-
tween 27 November and 1 December 
this year, and by signing and ratifying the 
tPNW at the earliest opportunity.

In a world still grappling with the 
looming specter of nuclear devastation, 
Kazakhstan’s journey from a nuclear test 
site to a leading advocate for disarma-
ment serves as a beacon of hope. Ka-
zakhstan’s unwavering commitment 
to peace stands as a testament to the 
enduring legacy of a nation that once 
bore the weight of nuclear tests and 
now champions a safer, more secure 
world for all.

Katsuhiro asagiri is President of 
INPS Japan and Kunsaya Kurmet-ra-
khimova is a reporter of Jibek Joly(Silk 
Way) tV Channel.

IPS UN Burea

A group photo of participants of the regional conference on the humanitarian consequences of nuclear weapons and nuclear-free-zone in Central Asia held on August 29, 
2023. Credit: Jibek Joly TV Channel

Karipbek Kuyukov is an armless painter from Kazakhstan, and global anti–nuclear weapon testing & nonproliferation activist. 
Credit: Jibek Joly TV Channel
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Africa Climate Summit 
highlights urgency of 
green transition amid 
financing bottlenecks

NAIROBI

I
n his opening remarks at 
the summit Monday, Kenyan 
President william ruto said 
the continent is ripe for a 

green transition, but financing bot-
tlenecks and shifting goalposts by 
western lenders stood in the way. 
according to ruto, africa was re-
ceiving a partly 3 percent of global 
climate finance, yet the continent 
suffered the most from global 
warming as evidenced by mount-
ing hunger, water stress, and fragil-
ity of vital ecosystems.

More than 20,000 delegates, in-
cluding a dozen heads of state and 
government, ministers, industry 
leaders, innovators, campaigners, 

and researchers, attended the afri-
ca Climate summit held under the 
theme "Driving Green Growth and 
Climate finance solutions for af-
rica and the world." Heavy on the 
call for robust financing, the three-
day summit generated more than 
26 billion u.s. dollars in pledges 
from public and private sector en-
tities, multilateral lenders, and phi-
lanthropies to help implement cli-
mate resilience projects in africa.

the nairobi Declaration, which 
was read by ruto during the sum-
mit's closing wednesday, called for 
a carbon tax, reform of the global 
financial system, and debt relief 
to boost africa's response to the 
climate crisis. In addition, african 
leaders, in their declaration, chal-

By Correspondent Marc Nkwame, 
Arusha

tHe number of Ismailis in 
arusha city has dropped to just 
110 from nearly 1500 residents 
who were living in the city back 
in the 1960s.

Members of the Ismaili com-
munity were responsible for the 
construction of nearly 90 per-
cent of all buildings currently 
forming the arusha Central Busi-
ness District.

“the Ismailis pioneered aru-
sha urban Centre, its business, 
culture and even religious influ-
ence,” explains the city veteran, 
aafeez Jivraj who is also a mem-
ber of the community.

Jivraj points out that the Is-
maili population in tanzania has 
also dropped from over 10,000 
people in the 1960s down to less 
than 3000 residents at the mo-
ment.

Dar es salaam has around 
1500 Ismailis today, while 300 
others are found in Mwanza.

nizar Kassam, a pharmacist 
based in arusha but hailing from 
Dar es salaam recalls his great 
grandfather of being among the 
pioneers of the Ismaili commu-
nity in tanzania

“My Great Grandfather was 
born in Dar es salaam during the 
time when the area was known 
as ‘Mzizima,’ back in the 1800s,” 
Kassam stated.

that means the Ismailis could 
have migrated into the country 

in the late 1700s, which was long 
before many local Bantu tribes 
moved here.

some of the notable Ismailis 
that pioneered the develop-
ments in Dar es salaam City are 
alidhina Visram, tharia topean 
and sewa Haji Paroo, the found-
er of Muhimbili Hospital.

for a community whose mem-
bers have been the pioneers and 
main drivers of the country's 
economy, this development may 
not augur very well with tanza-
nia’s future prospects.

nizar Kassam explains that 
many of the Ismailis of tanzania 
left the country to other places 
such as Canada, europe, aus-
tralia and the united states of 
america.

there is a facebook page 
dedicated to Ismailis who live or 
those that once lived in arusha, 
formed in 2016 and which cur-
rently has 320 members.

But why did they leave the 
country after investing in it so 
much?

“During the wave of nation-
alization, following the arusha 
Declaration of 1967, many Ismai-
lis lost their farms, businesses 
and industries, properties that 
got confiscated by the state,” 
said Kassam.

But it was not just in tanzania; 
the Ismailis also left Kenya when 
the country adopted the ‘Locali-
zation,’ policy through which all 
jobs and other positions were 
strictly being reserved for native 

residents.
things were even worse in 

uganda when the country’s for-
mer President, Idd amin gave 
the asian communities 24 hours 
to vacate the country leaving 
everything behind.

In other words, it was a mass 
exodus of Ismailis leaving the 
east african region between 
1967 and 1973.

the late sultan Jessa, an out-
standing Ismaili Muslim and 
journalist born in arusha before 
retiring to Canada, wrote in 2015 
that the Ismailis migrated into 
the east african region more 
than 220 years ago

“what we know for certain is 
it all began after the 1800s when 
Ismailis from Kutch and Kathi-
war in Gujarat, India, ventured 
to the unknown and unexplored 
continent to begin a new life in 
east africa,” wrote Jessa.

It was under the leadership 
of sir sultan Mohamed shah 
that Ismailis left Gujarat and 
other regions of India in large 
numbers in search of better eco-
nomic opportunities as traders 
and merchants in unknown and 
unexplored africa.

Being friends with and ex-
tremely close to the British raj, 
aga Khan III, was one of the first 
world leaders to anticipate the 
scramble for africa on the part 
of the european Imperial pow-
ers and the economic opportu-
nities that would follow.

a series of devastating famines 

in India and plentiful employ-
ment opportunities in Kenya, 
uganda, tanzania and other af-
rican countries prompted a huge 
exodus from India.

apart from famine, there was 
high unemployment, religious 
persecution and political insta-
bility in India at the time.

Ismailis travelled by dhows 
and initially settled in coastal ar-
eas like Zanzibar, Dar es salaam 
and Mombasa and then gradu-
ally made their way to the main-
land.

Many Ismailis settled in tanza-
nia, formerly tanganyika, after 
the country was placed under 
British administration following 
the defeat of Germany.

Germany had formerly ruled 
the territory, previously called 
German east africa.

a letter, written on april 12, 
1955 by robert Gray to the Insti-
tute of Current world affairs in 
new York, talks about the early 
Ismaili settlement in the country.

according to Gray, the small 
retail trade of tanganyika was 
almost exclusively in the hands 
of Indian traders.

some of these commercial 
families had become quite 
wealthy and possessed modern 
town houses and gave their chil-
dren the best of education avail-
able at the time.

“But, in almost every case, 
their origins were humble,” 
Gray wrote. the aga Khan’s vi-
sion was that his dedicated and 

devoted followers will be at the 
forefront of economic develop-
ment to transform the lives of 
ordinary people who had long 
suffered slavery, servitude and 
abject poverty.

 “arusha, sprawling near the 
foot of Mount Meru, was cool, 
lush and green. this was a big 
appeal to many new settlers. the 
Ismailis were shrewd and com-
petent traders and enterprising 
merchants,” Journalist Jessa ob-
served.

they promptly established 
themselves as the pioneering 
asian group and made special 
efforts to assert their distinctive-
ness from other communities.

unlike other ethnic groups, 
the Ismailis were more adapt-
able and brought their women-
folk.

their intentions were to settle 
permanently which gave them 
an important commercial ad-
vantage.

after settling smoothly and 
establishing themselves, the 
Ismailis pushed for separate 
burial grounds. they were also 
successful establishing Ismaili 
schools, dispensaries and hos-
pitals which were open to eve-
ryone regardless of their race, 
colour, creed or caste.

this is the way it was and even 
today it is a religious duty and 
obligation to be loyal citizens of 
whatever country they live in.

the existence of a living Imam 
has meant the Ismailis have 

been more flexible in adjusting 
to rapidly changing and evolving 
conditions in the last century.

the Ismaili settlement rap-
idly increased in numbers and 
wealth in the mid-1930s.

the aga Khan school and oth-
er institutions were established 
in arusha. the Meru Primary 
school was formerly known as 
aga Khan school.

across the Makongoro road 
from the school, there are grave-
yards also established by the 
Ismailis. a small Jamat Khana 
(prayer house) was built and 
many years later replaced by an 
ultra modern building.

But many new immigrants 
continue to arrive from India 
and Pakistan.

Ismailis prospered in arusha 
and many owned large busi-
nesses.

Many did quite well in their 
chosen professions after getting 
their higher education in univer-
sities in europe and america.

 a few played significant roles 
in the day to day running of the 
community.

several became quite wealthy 
and contributed some of their 
wealth to charitable projects.

arusha originally grew up as a 
German colonial town at the be-
ginning of the 20 century.

Due to its pleasant climate and 
fertile soil, arusha was an ideal 
respite from the humid malarial 
conditions of the coast and a 
great place to grow coffee and 

other crops.
after the second world war, it 

shifted into British hands, retain-
ing its colonial feel with a grow-
ing population and luxuries like 
golf courses and private clubs.

since tanganyika’s independ-
ence in 1961, arusha has contin-
ued to grow at a rapid pace.

It has today become one of the 
most economically important 
cities in tanzania.

some of the most prominent 
Ismaili families in arusha then 
were natha Hirji, subzali sajan, 
nurmohamed Velshi Gilani, 
Moosa Janmohamed, broth-
ers Kanji , Hassanali, Jamal, 
and ebrahim Mohamed among 
many others.

wazir subzali sajan founded 
the largest automobile garage 
in east africa, known as ‘sub-
zali Garage,’ along the Goliondoi 
road in arusha.

the giant subzali building now 
houses the exim Bank and toyo-
ta Motors, arusha branches.

then there were the bakers, 
including Jussa’s family, the ab-
dulla alimohaned and Gulam 
Haider.

arusha city center population 
has now grown beyond 500,000 
people. the aga Khan founda-
tion plans to invest usD 1.1 bil-
lion to build a full-fledged uni-
versity in Kisongo area.

If realized it will be the largest 
investment in health and higher 
education in the history of east 
africa.

Concern as number of Ismailis keeps dropping in Arusha 

Kenyan President William Ruto addresses guests on the final day of the Africa Climate Summit in Nairobi

 

LUSAKA

ZaMBIa's largest copper mine has dodged liquidation 
and received a cash injection of $1 billion from its parent 
company, ending a years long legal battle.

London-listed Vedanta is the majority owner of Zam-
bia's largest copper mining firm Konkola Copper Mines 
(KCM), which has been at the centre of a standoff with 
government.

the state-owned ZCCM-IH is a minority shareholder in 
KCM.

In 2019, the Zambian government placed KCM in liq-
uidation proceedings after accusing KCM of violating its 
operational licence and not paying all its taxes, sparking 
a four-year legal battle with Vedanta.

KCM's liquidation process has now been halted and 
Vedanta would continue to run the mines as the major-
ity shareholder with 79.4 percent stake, the government 
said tuesday (sep. 05).

"the KCM board will be reinstated and Vedanta re-
sources Limited will return to its previous role as the ma-
jority shareholders," the country's mining minister told a 
press conference in Lusaka.

the firm will enjoy "a renewed financing commitment 
towards investment in mine development and to in-
crease production," mining minister Paul Kabuswe said.

Zambia is africa's second biggest copper-producing 
country on the continent after the Democratic republic 
of Congo, and the sector is a major employer.

London-based mining Vedanta has said it will invest 
into developing KCM over the next five years.

Vedanta also pledged to invest $20 million into the lo-

Zambia's largest copper mine in Zambia dodges liquidation

Workers build a copper foundry in Chingola, Zambia

lenged major emitters in the Industrial 
north to honor the 100-billion-dollar 
pledge they made in 2009 to help de-
veloping countries deal with climate-
induced catastrophes.

During the three-day africa Climate 
summit, delegates made a strong case 
for innovative financing to catalyze green 
energy transition, establish resilient cit-
ies and transport systems, and enhance 

the health of natural habitats.
african countries are spending an av-

erage of 2 percent of their gross domes-
tic product (GDP) to respond to climate 
emergencies including floods, droughts, 

wildfires and cyclones, noted Josefa 
sacko, the commissioner for agricul-
ture, rural development, blue econ-
omy and sustainable environment at 
the au Commission.

stressing that a green transition 
is imperative to sustain economic 
growth, health and well-being of local 
communities, sacko said africa must 
explore innovative financing instru-
ments and implement community-
centered adaptation projects.

while lauding ambitious and bold 
resolutions that were adopted at the 
africa Climate summit, campaigners 
insisted the journey ahead is laden 
with pitfalls unless governments 
make deliberate efforts to bridge the 
financing gap.

Mithika Mwenda, executive direc-
tor of nairobi-based Pan african Cli-
mate Justice alliance, noted that the 
continent required 160 billion to 240 
billion dollars to support climate ad-
aptation by 2030. to unlock climate 
financing, Mwenda said, african gov-
ernments should incentivize institu-
tional investors and green startups 
through friendly taxation and abolish-
ing cumbersome regulations.

Olufunso somorin, a regional prin-
cipal officer at the african Develop-
ment Bank, said realizing a green and 
just transition in the continent is fea-
sible once governments prioritize pol-
icy reforms to attract nature-positive 
investments.

cal mining community annually.
In 2015, some 2,500 villagers filed 

a claim in London against KCM for al-
leged toxic pollution caused by water 
discharged from its unit nchanga Cop-
per Mine, situated in Zambia's central 
Copperbelt region.

the mining firm agreed to settle the 
claims in 2021. the terms of the deal 
were not disclosed.

the Zambian government which 
grapples with a huge debt aims a annual 
production of 3 million tons of copper 
within the next 10 years.

according to GlobalData, Zambia 
is the world’s eighth-largest producer 
of copper in 2022, with output down 
by 0.56% on 2021. Over the five years 
to 2021, production from Zambia in-
creased by a CaGr of 0.04% and is ex-
pected to rise by a CaGr of 0.29% be-
tween 2022 and 2026.

Zambia accounts for 4% of global 
production, with the largest producers 
being Chile, Peru, China and the Demo-
cratic republic of the Congo. exports of 
copper from Zambia increased by 0.17% 
in 2022 over 2021, with the highest 
share being exported to China. Zambia’s 
copper exports are expected to drop at 
a CaGr of 0.1% between 2022 and 2026.
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By Joyce Chimbi

tO cool down a burning planet, africa’s Head of State and Govern-
ment at the inaugural africa Climate Summit unveiled the ‘Nairobi 
Declaration’ as curtains fell on the inaugural africa Climate Summit 
held in Nairobi, September 4-6, 2023, under the theme “Driving Green 
Growth and Climate finance Solutions for africa and the World.”

the joint declaration is a unified approach and political leadership 
on an african vision that simultaneously pursues climate change and 
development agenda. as climate change pushes an already fragile con-
tinent between a rock and a hard place, africa’s leaders say immediate 
action is needed.

Included in the declaration is an acknowledgement of the 6th as-
sessment report (ar6) of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) 2023, stating that the world is not on track to keeping 
within the 1.5°C limit agreed in Paris and that global emissions must be 
cut by 45 per cent in this decade.

“the report is particularly important because it highlights the in-
terdependence of climate, ecosystems and biodiversity, and human 
societies – the value of diverse forms of knowledge, and the close link-
ages between climate adaptation, mitigation, ecosystem health, hu-
man well-being, and sustainable development,” James Njuguna from 
the Ministry of environment, Water and Natural resources tells IPS.

as such, the Nairobi declaration underscores the IPCC confirmation 
that “africa is warming faster than the rest of the world and, if unabat-
ed, climate change will continue to have adverse impacts on african 
economies and societies, and hamper growth and wellbeing.”

against this backdrop, uN Secretary-General antónio Guterres, 
while speaking at the Nairobi climate summit, stressed that “an injus-
tice burns at the heart of the climate crisis, and its flame is scorching 
hopes and possibilities here in africa. this continent accounts for less 
than 4 per cent of global emissions. Yet it suffers some of the worst ef-
fects of rising global temperatures: extreme heat, ferocious floods, and 
tens of thousands dead from devastating droughts.”

to push the continent’s climate agenda forward, the declaration 
identifies several collective actions needed to halt the speed of the 
ongoing climate crisis and to build climate resilience. african leaders 
urged the global community to act with speed in reducing emissions 
and honouring the commitment to provide uSD100 billion in annual 
climate finance, as promised 14 years ago at the Copenhagen confer-
ence.

Other actions include accelerating all efforts to reduce emissions 
to align with goals set forth in the Paris agreement, upholding com-
mitments to a fair and accelerated process of phasing down coal, and 
abolishment all fossil fuel subsidies. and swiftly operationalise the 
Loss and Damage facility agreed at COP27 and accelerate implementa-
tion of the african union Climate Change and resilient Development 
Strategy and action Plan (2022-2032).

reducing dependency on fossil fuels and increasing reliance on 
renewable energy is an important tool in the fight against climate 
change. fossil fuels emit the highest carbon footprint of all fuel types 
and are considered dirty energy, followed by coal. africa’s abundance 
of wind and solar energy can simultaneously meet development and 
climate change adaptation and mitigation goals.

Mitigation costs for a clean energy transition in africa are about uSD 
190 billion per year until 2030. In 2009, during the 15th Conference of 
Parties (COP15), developed countries committed to a collective goal 
of mobilizing uSD 100 billion per year by 2020 for climate action. as 
the global community heads to COP28, the pledge is still very much a 
broken promise.

Kenya, ethiopia, Somalia, and South Sudan incurred an estimated 
uSD 7.4 billion of livestock losses due to climate change and yet rich 
nations paid less than 5 per cent of the uSD53.3 billion east africa 
needs to confront the climate crisis.

to meet the cost of climate adaptation and mitigation efforts, afri-
ca’s head of state and government are seeking: “New debt relief inter-
ventions and instruments to pre-empt debt default – with the ability to 
extend sovereign debt tenor and include a 10-year grace period. New 
universal global instruments to collect additional revenue.

“Decisive action on the promotion of inclusive and effective inter-
national tax cooperation at the united Nations with the aim to reduce 

Africa finds common ground on climate as Nairobi Declaration unveiled

Global community urged to decarbonise their economy. Fossil fuels emit the highest carbon footprint of all fuel types and are considered dirty energy, followed by coal. 
Credit: Joyce Chimbi/IPS

impacts of climate change. Chil-
dren in the Central african re-
public, Chad, Nigeria, Guinea, So-
malia, and Guinea Bissau are the 
most at risk.

to cushion vulnerable com-
munities against the vagaries of 
climate change, the declaration 
seeks to hold rich nations ac-
countable for their contribution 
to the climate status quo and to 
therefore reach new global car-
bon taxes, restructure global cli-
mate financial infrastructure and 
decarbonise the global economy 
in favour of a green economy.

IPS uN Bureau report

africa’s loss of uSD 27 billion annual cor-
porate tax revenue through profit shift-
ing by at least 50 per cent by 2030 and 
75 per cent by 2050.”

towards pushing the continent’s cli-
mate agenda forward, the Nairobi dec-
laration proposes to establish a new fi-
nancing architecture that is responsive 
to africa’s needs, including debt restruc-
turing and relief, including the develop-
ment of a new Global Climate finance 
Charter through the united Nations 
General assembly (uNGa) and COP pro-
cesses by 2025.

african leaders have yet another criti-
cal platform to push the climate agenda 
forward at the Climate ambition Sum-

mit to be held on September 20, 2023, 
during the high-level week of the uNGa 
– as an opportunity for ‘first Movers and 
Doers’.

‘first Movers and Doers’ is in reference 
to people and institutions from Govern-
ment, business, finance, local authori-
ties, and civil society who are already 
engaged in climate action and can offer 
pointers into how climate action can be 
accelerated. further, the Nairobi decla-
ration will form the basis of negotiations 
at the COP28 summit as africa’s com-
mon position in global climate change 
processes.

actioning the declaration is particu-
larly urgent for the injustice of climate 

change is such that climate-induced dis-
asters have cornered an already fragile 
continent, and a most vulnerable afri-
can population is in the eye of a deadly 
storm.

Malawi, Mozambique, and Madagascar 
were in february and March this year in 
the crosshairs of the most severe storms 
in the last 20 years. Deadly floods affect-
ed countries such as Chad, Nigeria, and 
the Democratic republic of Congo.

Somalia, ethiopia, and Kenya are ex-
periencing the most severe drought in 
the last 40 years due to five consecutive 
rainy seasons. Children in 48 out of 49 
african countries assessed by uNICef 
are at high or extremely high risk of the 
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BUSINESS When anti-poverty grants
fail to end rural poverty-2

 By Francis Kajubi, Kisarawe

In Wednesday’s issue 
we saw how Athumani 
Mkalule (65) resident of 
Chale village in Kisarawe 
District, Coast Region, 
is still struggling with 
poverty two decades 
since he became a 
TASAF beneficiary .

Edmund Livinda, TASAF Pro-
ject Coordinator, Kisarawe 
District Council told the re-
porter that it is not TASAF’s 

responsibility to mobilise funds for 
beneficiary groups for them to estab-
lish income generating activities.

For him, grants extended through 
TASAF are enough for serious ben-
eficiaries to establish savings and 
lending groups hence run sustainable 
income generating activities of their 
own choice.

Livinda said that beneficiaries are 
trained on financial discipline; busi-
ness plan and project proposals draft-
ing so that they are capable of seeking 
investment loans from financial insti-
tutions. The training is done prior to 
grants disbursements.

He argued that beneficiaries per-
ceive TASAF grants in different ways 
with some of them using the money 
on non-economic activities. He said 
the Fund is operating under a Laissez-
faire policy.

“We cannot dictate how beneficiar-
ies should spend their grants. A few 
beneficiaries who are yet to trans-
forming their livelihoods through 
TASAF grants lack commitment, cour-
age and trust among themselves;

There are several beneficiaries who 
have decided to form saving and lend-
ing groups and are successful. One of 
these groups is Jipe Moyo, found in Ki-
tanga hamlet,” said Livinda.

Livinda emphasized that the main 
priority of TASAF grants is to harmo-
nise extreme poverty by facilitating 
people to manage daily household 
needs.

To him, public work programmes 
(PWP) are intended to complement 
the grants so that willing beneficiaries 
earn more.

“Beneficiaries are not forced to 
work in public work programmes. 

Those who feel like they are not 
paid something they deserve are free 
to quit and continue as beneficiaries 
of monthly grants,” said Livinda.

He dismissed complaints that TAS-
AF grants are selective whereby the 
needy are left out and in some cases 
the grants benefit people from the 
middle income families.

Chris Rwezahula, TASAF Project Ac-
countant, Kisarawe District Council, 
said that 77 villages are targeted with 
the project but so far 49 villages have 
been reached.

According to him, the 49 covered 
villages had registered 3,005 ben-
eficiaries at the end of June 2023. The 
plan is to extend the project scope 
to the remaining 28 villages in the 
2023/24 financial year.

That is to say of the 49 covered vil-
lages some of them might have regis-
tered up to 61 beneficiaries per village.

“Between May and June this year 
we have paid a sum of 211mn/- to all 
beneficiaries. Almost 65 percent of 
the payments were allocated to ben-
eficiaries who took part in public 
works programmes,” said Rwezahula.

With the 65 percent of 211mn/- 
disbursement it means that people 
who took part in the public work 
programme were paid a total wage 
worth137.15mn/- while the remaining 
73.85mn/- was the two months benefi-
ciaries’ grant.

He said that beneficiaries work 60 
days in six months which is equiva-
lent to ten days a month.

Beneficiaries have to graduate af-
ter five years but some of them, es-
pecially old men, have been filing 
requests asking to continue receiving 
the grants since they don’t have rela-
tives or income generating activities 
to rely on.

“The graduation age for being a 
TASAF beneficiary is 65 years. I don’t 
have exact figures but the majority of 
them have been asking to continue re-
ceiving the grants;

For one to graduate we have to con-
duct an analysis if he or she is capa-
ble of living their lives independently 
from the project,” said Rwezahula.

 By Guardian Correspondent, Zanzi-
bar

EXIM Bank Tanzania has signed 
a Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MoU) with the Zanzibar eGovernment 
Agency (eGaz) geared towards acceler-
ating Zanzibar’s digital transformation 
journey.

The MoU has been signed after the 
recent launch of the Zanzibar Digital 
Government Strategy for 2023-2027 
that was graced by  Zanzibar Presi-
dent Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi.

Speaking before the signing ceremo-
ny held in Zanzibar at the weekend, the 
Exim Bank Chief Finance Officer (CFO) 
Shani Kinswaga said the signing of the 
new MoU aligns with Zanzibar’s digital 
transformation goals laid out in the Isle 
nation’s Digital Economy Blueprint and 
Roadmap.

Kinswaga said the bank will lever-
age on technology as a tool to provide 
an exceptional digital experience by 
collaborating with eGaz to digitize pay-
ments which will ultimately increase 
Zanzibar Government’s revenues and 
improve efficiency.

“This new partnership reiterates 
Exim bank’s commitment to support 
sustainable economic development in 
Zanzibar. As a bank, we believe that the 
MoU signed today will not only signifi-
cantly contribute to robust economic 
growth but help to accelerate Zanzi-

bar’s transformation into a strong digi-
tal economy,” Kinswaga said.

He said the bank earlier this year 
upgraded its core banking system to a 
more resilient and robust infrastruc-
ture, a move geared towards enriching 
its offerings and delivering customers a 
heightened sense of security, efficiency, 
and innovation.

“We are committed to delve into the 
complete capabilities of our enhanced 
systems and our commitment persists 
in delivering beyond conventional 
banking services to our valued custom-
ers in Zanzibar including the Govern-
ment,” he stressed.

Kinswaga pledged that the bank will 
continue working with various players 
in Zanzibar’s Blue Economy agenda to 
hasten growth in sectors that include 
tourism, fishing and agriculture by pro-
viding seamless banking options.

Said Seif Said,  Zanzibar eGovern-
ment Agency (eGaz) managing director 
noted that the partnership between the 
duos is a strategic one and will help fuel 
economic growth and facilitate finan-
cial and digital inclusion in Zanzibar.

“This is a partnership of its own and 
has come timely. We have been wait-
ing for this moment for so long and 
we are glad that we have finally signed 
the MoU today marking the beginning 
of our exciting digital transformation 
journey,” he said.

Said noted that his agency will con-
tinue working closely with Exim Bank 
to implement the Zanzibar Digital 
Economy roadmap.

“As we embark on this long journey 
to implement the five-year Zanzibar 
Digital Government Strategy, we are 
glad that strategic partners like Exim 
Bank have come on board and we be-
lieve the strategy will now be realized 
in a shorter period to achieve the set 
Government objectives,” he said.

Said added digital transformation is a 
strategic priority for the Zanzibar Gov-
ernment adding that his agency is com-
mitted to ensure that people in Zanzi-
bar receive stress-free digital services 
right at their fingertips through the use 
of various digital tools including smart-
phones.

“This partnership will enable us to 
drive innovation and leverage on Exim 
Bank’s cutting-edge technologies to de-
liver a new digital experience in Zanzi-
bar,” he added.

Bank, eGaz sign 
MoU to accelerate 
Zanzibar’s digital 
transformation

This new partnership 
reiterates Exim 
bank’s commitment 
to support 
sustainable economic 
development in 
Zanzibar. As a bank, 
we believe that 
the MoU signed 
today will not 
only significantly 
contribute to 
robust economic 
growth but help to 
accelerate Zanzibar’s 
transformation 
into a strong digital 
economy,

He asserted that in the 
Coast region all nine dis-
trict councils known as 
project areas of authority 
(PAA) are covered by TAS-
AF projects.

Rwezahula named the 
PAA as Kisarawe District 
Council, Chalinze District 
Council, Kibaha District 
Council, Kibaha Town 
Council, Bagamoyo Dis-
trict Council, Mkuranga 
District Council, Mafia Dis-
trict Council, Kibiti District 
Council and Rufiji District 
Council.

Beatrice Kwai, Kisarawe 
District Council Execu-
tive Director, said that the 
idea of establishing TASAF 
beneficiary savings and 
lending groups is being 
embraced.

She said that beneficiar-
ies have to form groups 
and establish income gen-
erating activities. Kwai as-
serted that the grants are 
issued to individual ben-
eficiaries and not savings 
and lending groups.

“We could have inter-
vened by linking these 
groups to financial institu-
tions but we have learned 
our lesson from the ben-
eficiaries of the 10 percent 
district council’s loans;

Most benefiting groups 
have been not loyal in re-
paying their loans. It has 
turned into a headache for 
us,” said Kwai.

If that is the case, she 
questioned, who knows 
if the TASAF beneficiary 
groups who demand link-
age to financial institutions 
will repay the loans they 

need?
Speaking of the chal-

lenges that come with the 
10 percent district coun-
cil loans, Hoffman Sanga, 
Kisarawe District Council 
Community Development 
Officer, said that the dis-
trict has registered over 
400 beneficiaries of the 10 
percent interest free loans 
allocated from monthly 
district total revenue col-
lections.

According to him, 
youths and women are 
supposed to be in saving 
and lending groups to ac-
cess the loans. As for peo-
ple living with disabilities 
this condition does not 
apply to them. They can 
access loans even individ-
ually.

Borrowers must have 
already established an 
income generating ac-
tivity. They must have 
a well-defined business 
plan, a group constitu-
tion, and leadership and 
be registered by the village 
leadership to which the 
proposed project is being 
implemented.

Sanga said borrowers 
don’t need collateral to 
access the loan but a verifi-
cation letter of the group’s 
existence to be issued by 
the Ward Development 
Committee.

“The free interest loan 
amount depends on our 
evaluation of the existing 
business run by the specif-
ic group or an individual;

Beneficiaries are given 
three months of manag-
ing their projects or busi-

nesses before they start 
paying back the loans. 
Loans are paid back on a 
monthly basis for a period 
that doesn’t exceed twelve 
months,” said Sanga.

Sanga asserted that 
during the third quarter 
of the 2022/23 financial 
year ( January to March 
2023) the district had dis-
bursed 162.1mn/- to 29 
special groups of which 
20 are women-led groups, 
six youths led groups and 
three people with disabil-
ity groups.

He said women-led 
groups are good at repay-
ing loans but the challenge 
is with youth-led groups 
and people with disabili-
ties. Commitment is what 
motivates women in being 
sharp to repay the loans.

According to him, 
500mn/- is yet to be re-
paid by the over 400 ben-
eficiary special groups. 
He said the loan applica-
tion model has been digi-
tized and since 2022/23 
requests are filed on the 
Ten Percent Loan Manage-
ment Information System 
(TPLMIS).

“We are continuing to 
receive requests but have 
stopped issuing the loans 
since April this year fol-
lowing the Prime Minis-
ter’s directive,” said Sanga.

Earlier May 2023, Prime 
Minister Kassim Majaliwa 
when addressing the Na-
tional Assembly directed 
all executive directors 
across the country’s 184 
district councils to stop 
issuing the 10 percent 

Juma Mfaume holds a rope he uses to climb coconut trees.

loans, which are extended to special 
groups namely youths, women and 
people living with disabilities.

The 10 percent loans are raised 
from district monthly revenue col-
lections where four percent goes to 
women, another four percent goes 
to youths and the remaining two 
percent goes to people living with 
disabilities through non-interest 
loans.

The Premier argued that there 
is fraud in issuing the loans where 
ghost beneficiary groups are 
formed and given money.

“This arrangement should stop 
with effect on revenue collected 
from April to June 2023 until fur-
ther notice. The government needs 
to conduct a thorough verification 
on disbursement and beneficiaries 
of the loans,” said Majaliwa.

Haluna Kapilima, a 71 years old 
woman resident of Chale village 
said that TASAF had since the past 
six years when she became a ben-
eficiary helped her to live a happier 
life.

“I live with my elder son. I rely 
on him for food and treatment. If I 
wasn’t a TASAF beneficiary I would 
have been embarrassing him by de-
manding petty cash for my personal 
spending. With the 24,000/- grant 
I’m able to buy Khanga and other 
petty things on my own,” said Ka-
pilima.

Juma Mfaume (49) Kidugalo ham-
let resident thanked the govern-
ment for coming up with the TASAF 
project that has been supporting 
people from poor households with 
grants to survive.

“It’s just six years since I became 
a TASAF beneficiary. I have two 
children. I’m paid 30,000/- in a 
two months period as a children’s 
monthly grant. I’m often paid 
90,000/- as wage for participating 
in public work programmes,” said 
Mfaume.

According to him, he has man-
aged to send his two children to 
school, build a three room mud 
house, even purchase a one kilowatt 
solar panel and he enjoys electricity 
consumption since the village is yet 
to be reached by the rural electrifi-
cation project.

Mfaume revealed that he doesn’t 
only rely on TASAF grants but also 
works as a coconut tree climber and 
on other villagers’ farms.

He earns 1500/- from climbing 
one coconut tree. He usually climbs 
one coconut tree a day but on lucky 
days he climbs up to three trees and 
earns 4500/-. However, he earns be-
tween 3,000/- and 7,000/- by work-
ing on other villagers’ farms.

According to the third quarter 
implementation progress report 
covering January to March 2023, by 
the President’s Office, Regional Ad-
ministration and Local Government 
Authorities, TASAF is currently im-
plementing the second phase of the 
Productive Social Safety Net (PSSN 
II) project launched in February 
2020.

FinScope Tanzania 2023 findings 
by the Financial Sector Deepening 
Trust (FSDT) about 44 percent of 
Tanzanians generate personal in-
come through trading seasonal agri-
culture produce harvests.

FinScope shows 35 percent of 
Tanzanians generate their income 
from casual labour or occasional 
jobs; eight percent generate income 
from monthly salaries or wages and 
five percent generate income by 
providing services usually on daily 
or weekly basis.

The report states that 26 percent 
of Tanzanians occasionally rely on 
someone else for their income. 

According to the third quarter 
implementation progress report 
covering January to March 2023, by 
the President’s Office, Regional Ad-
ministration and Local Government 
Authorities, TASAF is implementing 
the second phase of the Productive 
Social Safety Net (PSSN II) project 
which was launched in February 
2020 after the PSSN-I was closed in 
December 2019.

TASAF was established in 2000 
with the purpose of socially and 
economically uplifting households 
living under extreme poverty.

To be continued tomorrow

By Guardian Reporter

STANBIC Bank Tanzania has reiter-
ated commitment to continue sup-
porting the government in creating 
platforms that provide insights to en-
able clients and businesses to make 
the right investment decisions for sus-
tainable development.

The bank recently hosted an eco-
nomic forum that unpacked the eco-
nomic landscape and priorities that 
drive the economy, and the opportu-
nities available for both local and for-
eign investors.  

The forum brought together stake-
holders from the Ministry of Finance 
who spoke on the government pri-
orities for 2023/2024, the Tanzania In-
vestment Centre (TIC) who presented 
on the country’s investment agenda, 
while Standard Bank Regional ex-
perts shared insights on the state of 
the global economy and its impact on 
Africa, particularly the East African re-
gion and Tanzania.

  Speaking at the forum, Stanbic 
Tanzania’s Head of Global Markets, 
Erick Mushi said, “In a world where 

change is the only constant, forums 
such as these serve as crucibles of 
ideas and catalysts for progress.

We are excited to bring together 
stakeholders from diverse industry 
backgrounds to share different per-
spectives, illuminate new pathways, 
challenge existing norms, and forg-
ing collaborations with policy makers 
that can redefine industries.’

  Standard Bank Africa Regions 
Head of Economic Research, Jibran 
Qureishi noted that Tanzania’s econ-
omy remains resilient despite global 
shocks. 

He added that there is more en-
thusiasm within the economy saying 
the bank was seeing more inclusive 
growth and excitement from the in-
vestment community, about the new 
refreshing approach from the Tanza-
nia government.

The forum was also attended by the 
bank clients, who hailed the bank for 
the insightful discussions and ena-
bling them to network with policy 
makers from the government. 

He said the bank remains steadfast 
in its commitment to contribute to the 

Stanbic pledges to continue 
delivering quality services



 NAIROBI

Commercial banks are set to link 
part of staff pay, including bonuses, 
to climate-related milestones 
following the adoption of a climate-
related financial disclosures 
template.

The guideline is anchored 
on governance, strategy, risk 
management, metrics and targets 
and aims to enable banks to 
appropriately and comprehensively 
report their respective climate-
related risks and opportunities.

Banks will be expected to 
increase the amount of executive 
management remuneration 
impacted by climate change 
considerations while other staff 
would have bonuses based on the 
sale of green products relative to a 
year-to-year baseline.

The adoption of the template 
moves away from the current 
remuneration structure where 
compensation to staff is tied heavily 
to the financial performance of 
respective institutions and profits.

In addition to tying staff pay 
to climate considerations, banks 
are expected to apportion 
investments to be deployed 
toward climate-related risks and 
opportunities including allocations 
to portfolios such as electric vehicle 
manufacturing.

Lenders are to set a proportion of 
revenues, assets and other business 
activities, aligned with climate-
related opportunities.

For example, banks would 
document revenues from products 
or services supporting the 
transition to a low-carbon economy 
or the number of green buildings 
financed.

The template is expected to 
allow commercial banks licensed 
by the Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) 
to comply with its guidance on 
climate-related risk management 
issued in 2021.

“Through our Sustainable 
Finance Initiative e-learning 

training, we have been able to 
sensitise our members to make 
lending decisions that benefit 
the environment, society and 
economy,” noted Kenya Bankers 
Association CEO Habil Olaka.

KBA said the programme had 
reached over 45,000 banking 
sector employees including ex-
staff since 2015. The climate-related 
reporting template was developed 
through KBA’s Sustainable Finance 
Initiative.

As delegates from different 
African countries converge in 
Nairobi from last Monday for the 
inaugural Africa Climate Summit, 
a new report has shown how banks 

outside the continent finance 
projects that fuel the climate crisis.

The report, How the Finance 
Flows; the banks fueling the climate 
crisis, shows that every year, 11 
banks from Europe, the Americas 
and Asia pump in money to finance 
such projects 20 times more than 
they do for climate solutions on the 
continent.

Published by Action Aid, the 
report analysed financial flows in 
more than 100 countries in the 
Global South whose fossil fuel 
projects (coal, oil and gas) and 
those in industrial agriculture were 
paid for by the said banks.

Some of the top banks fingered in 
the report are HSBC, Citigroup and 
JP Morgan Chase.

Since 2015 when the landmark 
Paris Agreement, which is known 
for, among other things, limiting 
global warming to about 1.5 degrees 
Celsius, the banks have funded the 
expansion of fossil fuels to the tune 
of $3.2 trillion.

The latest Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
report says that human activities 
such as the burning of fossil fuels 
and changes in land use are the 
culprits for climate change.

“Limiting global warming will 
require major transitions in the 
energy sector. This will involve a 
substantial reduction in fossil fuel 

use, widespread electrification, 
improved energy efficiency, and 
use of alternative fuel,” says the 
IPCC report.

The report also shows that the 
banks gave out about $370 billion 
towards projects in industrial 
agriculture, whose emissions, 
after burning fossil fuels, are the 
second greatest contributors to 
greenhouse gases.

In a statement sent to newsrooms 
on Sunday, Arthur Larok, the 
secretary-general at ActionAid 
International, said that the report 
must not be ignored especially 
by the banks paying for the 
projects that derail reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions.

“The world’s money is flowing in 
the wrong direction – since the Paris 
Agreement, banks have provided 
20 times more financing to fossil 
fuels and industrial agriculture. 
This is absurd and must stop,” he 
said.

Teresa Anderson, Global Lead 
on Climate Justice at ActionAid 
International and author of 
the report, said that there is a 
need for global banks to make 
public declarations that they are 
addressing climate change but the 
scale of their continued financing 
of fossil fuels and industrial 
agriculture is staggering.

 By Guardian Reporter

T
HE government has 
reaffirmed its com-
mitment to bridg-
ing the gap between 

farmers and markets, urging 
farmers of various crops to per-
sist in adopting the warehouse 
receipt system for selling their 
produce. The system has proven 
to deliver significant benefits, 
particularly in driving price in-
creases.

During recent events and 
discussions, President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan and Prime Min-
ister Kassim Majaliwa empha-
sized the notable price hikes 
in cashew nuts, peas, cocoa, 
and sesame resulting from the 
competitive dynamics among 
buyers, a direct outcome of the 
warehouse receipt system.

Acknowledging the persis-
tent challenges in establishing 
a strong connection between 
farmers and markets, President 
Samia admitted the ongoing 
efforts in some crops, such as 
cashew nuts and peas, have suc-
cessfully boosted their prices. 

The President’s remarks were 
made at the just-ended African 
Green Revolution Forum (AGRF) 
in Dar es Salaam.

‘’It is true that the connection 
between farmers and markets 
is still unsatisfactory. However, 
the efforts we have initiated for 
some crops, including cashew 
nuts and peas, have helped to 
raise the prices of the crops, 
thanks to the warehouse receipt 
system,” mentioned President 
Samia.

President Samia highlighted 
the extraordinary market pro-
gress, exemplified by peas, 
which saw prices soar from 
300 /- per kilogram in the pre-
vious season to 2,000/-or higher.

She also  emphasized the in-
tention to extend the warehouse 
receipt system to other crops, 
recognizing its effectiveness.

“And this (the warehouse re-
ceipt system) is the model we 
will also adopt for other crops,” 
emphasized President Samia.

She further pledged to expe-
dite the construction of roads 
across various districts to facili-
tate the seamless transportation 

of crops from farmers to both 
domestic and international mar-
kets.

Echoing the President’s senti-
ments during the adjournment 
of parliamentary activities over 
the weekend, Prime Minister 
Majaliwa shared optimism about 
the ongoing improvement in 
crop prices, particularly for 
those sold through the ware-
house receipt system.

‘’For instance, cocoa, exten-
sively cultivated in the Kyela 
and Mvomero districts, is now 
fetching 8,700/-  per kilogram, 
a significant increase from the 
previous price of 2,500/-  per 
kilogram. Similarly, sesame is be-
ing sold at 4,000/- per kilogram 
compared to the previous sea-
son’s range of 1,000 to 1,200/-per 
kilogram,’’ he stated.

The government’s encourage-
ment to farmers to embrace 
the warehouse receipt system 
aims to ensure fair prices and 
market access for their produce, 
ultimately benefiting the agricul-
tural sector and the nation as a 
whole.
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Govt encourages smallholder farmers 
to embrace warehouse receipt system

Banks to link part of bonus to green financing targets

Gas resources: Tasks ahead

Ekperikpe Ekpo 

 By Guardian Reporter

THE Tanzania Marketing Science Association (TMSA) 
is expected to host the annual marketing congress and 
awards, in a bid to encourage more professionalism in 
the marketing ecosystem in the country.

The Annual marketing congress is now being held for 
the fourth time, while the marketing awards is being held 
for the third time.

The annual marketing congress provides a room for 
sharing insights that shapes the marketing professional-
ism in Tanzania while the awards focus on shaping ex-
cellence in the marketing field. Since their inception in 
2021, TMSA has leveraged the awards to spotlight the 
efforts and achievements of individuals, organizations, 
and scholars who are making a difference in the field of 
marketing.

“This year we expect to issue awards in more than 20 
different marketing categories. The annual marketing 
congress and awards expect to take 2023 place on 27th 
October 2027 at Blue Saphire, opposite Ramada Hotel in 
Dar es Salaam. The program for the annual marketing 
congress will start from 9.00am, while the main program 
for the awards gala dinner will take place from 18hrs,” 
said Dr Emmanuel Chao, TMSA director said over the 
weekend when briefing on the matter.

Dr Chao pointed out how marketing is indispensable 
to guarantee brand growth and profitability.

He said: “In any business, enterprise marketing is ex-
ceptional, as it constitutes between 30 and 40 percent of 
the business budget, and is a strong determining factor 
for profitability and survival in the business market.”

As TMSA, we will use this opportunity to encourage 
companies and practitioners to be more professional. 
Luckily, at TMSA, we are already offering marketing-
certified programs. We are also under negotiations with 
the Chartered Marketing Institute of the UK to align with 
their programs. Our intention is to win over the local 
market by producing qualified marketers with more 
understanding of the African market than abroad. He 
ended.

We would like to appreciate our partners who have 
provided essential support for making this event suc-
cessful. These are: Smart Codes, Hessa Africa, Imperial 
Marketing and Communication, Bremex Marketing and 
Communication, Integrated Marketing Communication, 
Kango, 360, Attwood Marketing and Communication 
and others

The main Partner, Smart Codes which was represented 
by Iche Omari, acclaimed the awards as an ‘ice-breaker’ 
to spur growth in the marketing industry. “We are fully 
on board with TMSA awards, and we are optimistic that 
this is a stepping stone in the right direction to inspire 
creativity and professionalism among Tanzanian mar-
keters,” she said.

TMSA will award winners in categories such as: Excel-
lence in interactive marketing/AR & VR, Excellence in 
event marketing, Excellence in digital marketing, Excel-
lence in experiential marketing, Community-focused 
firm of the year, marketing research team of the year, 
marketer of the year, Excellence in product launch/
re-launch, the rising star of the year, marketing agency 
of the year, digital marketing agency of the year, hall of 
fame, and young marketing leader of the year.

The vetting and selection process was driven online 
via  www.tma.tmsa.or.tz/nomination, where individuals 
and organizations were nominated. After the nomination 
process, a team of well-experienced judges will through 
the proposed nominations and selected winners.

TMSA to award best 
marketers for 2023

 LAGOS

NATURAL gas has become  critical in driving in-
dustrial activities in both developed and developing 
countries. 

The global demand for natural gas has grown rap-
idly, particularly in the past couple of decades. This 
increasing global demand for natural gas has also 
spurred commercialization of the resource, particu-
larly in the developing countries, where some of the 
largest gas reserves are located.

Unfortunately, to date, most of Nigeria’s natural gas 

Women work on a farm

Kenya Bankers Association chief executive officer Dr Habil Olaka

production have been flared or 
re-injected to enhance greater 
crude oil recovery. With elec-
tric power still as epileptic as 
ever and global climate change 
caused by green house emis-
sions from this flaring, it has 
become imperative to find 
ways to exploit and utilise Ni-
geria’s natural gas reserves for 
the improvement of the na-
tion’s economy.

Enter President Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu with an unprecedent-
ed move, indicative of the 
country’s readiness to harness 
this untapped potential for 
economic growth. This bold 
shift saw the separation of the 
gas and petroleum ministries 
and heralded a venture into 
a prior uncharted territory 
in the oil and gas sector. For a 
man well known for having a 
keen eye for talent, the subse-
quent appointment of Obonge-
mem  Ekperikpe  Ekpo as the 
new Minister of State for Gas 
Resources to midwife this vi-
sion is another laudable mas-

terstroke.
Being Africa’s largest gas pro-

ducer and placing ninth in the 
world, this moment in history, 
which may well turn out to be 
a very defining one in Nigeria’s 
history, as it signals the jour-
ney to cementing a sustainable 
alternative to the extant fossil-
fuel-driven economy; the man 
tasked with drawing up a road-
map to execute the President’s 
vision,  Ekperikpe  Ekpo, may 
not be the most popular given 
his modest demeanour, but he 
more than makes up for his 
natural pre-disposition to shy 
away from the spotlight, with 
an uncanny capacity for deliv-
ering gargantuan results.

A former national legislator 
in the nation’s Green Cham-
bers between 2007 and 2011, 
Ekpo is not new to the chal-
lenges of the Nigerian state. 
And knowing the urgency of 
the task at hand, he has al-
ready folded his sleeves and 
gotten down to the business of 
expanding energy accessibil-

ity, while also improving the 
nation’s revenue stream. 

The prospected upturn in 
fortunes will definitely not be 
a stroll in the park given the 
attendant challenges in this 
sector as well as the intangi-
bles often associated with the 
teething process of a new inno-
vation, such as the Ministry of 
Gas Resources. However, Ekpo 
has started on a sound footing.

He has carefully assessed 
the sector and has identified 
how good – and maybe even 
how bad – things are; but more 
importantly, how much better 
they can be. He disclosed that 
Nigeria’s natural gas reserves 
is currently put at over 200 
trillion cubic feet (TCF), but 
that the country’s gas sector 
still remains merely a poten-
tial key player in the emergent 
global natural gas market. This 
is because not much has been 
accomplished in terms of the 
effective exploitation and utili-
sation of the over $800 billion 
worth of resource, as only a 

paltry 1.7% of this reserve is be-
ing accessed.

He has expressed his de-
termination to maximise this 
huge resource via a “gas revo-
lution” that will grow business-
es, create employment oppor-
tunities and provide energy 
to help ameliorate hardship 
in Nigeria. To achieve these, 
Ekpo has identified key areas 
that will drive this revolution 
to include attracting foreign 
investments, given Nigeria’s 
position in the world market as 
a favourable investment hub. 
Other areas, which will bring 
the vision of gas-propelled eco-
nomic and industrial growth to 
fruition, are circumventing the 
challenges of supply and the 
development of critical infra-
structure.

With his appointment and 
his veracity, Nigeria will more 
likely exploit the opportunities 
to increase LNG exploration 
and thereby making more for-
eign exchange earnings.



KAMPALA

MTN has opened a skills 
school in Uganda to address 
the digital skills gap, particu-
larly among rural and mar-
ginalised youth.

The MTN Skills Academy 
seeks to provide youngsters 
across the African continent 
with access to digital and 
financial skills training as a 
catalyst for job development 
and expanded employment 
prospects.

MTN said yesterday that 
it is well positioned to serve 
communities thanks to its 
collaboration with ATC 
Uganda, which has Digital 
Communities situated at the 
base of its towers, and Hua-
wei, which has a mobile Dig-
itruck giving connection.

ATC’s Digital Communi-
ties are digitally connected 
spaces that are equipped 
with ICT and offer instruc-
tor-led or self-guided digital 
literacy and youth education 
instruction, financial literacy 
and career skilling, or health-
care services with the goal 
of improving quality of life 
through connectivity.

In addition, MTN Uganda 
debuted its digital bus, which 
provides mobile connectiv-
ity to enable community 
members to access the MTN 
Skills Academy from nu-
merous locations across the 
country.

Joyce Nabbosa Ssebugwa-
wo, Minister of State for In-
formation, Communications 
and Technology, said: “This 
project will enable our youth 
to tap into the vast resources 
that MTN offers for our na-
tion’s development.”

Nompilo Morafo, MTN 
Group chief sustainability 
and corporate affairs officer, 
said: “We believe that this 
platform will be pivotal in 
providing Ugandan youth 
with the essential skills re-
quired to flourish in the digi-
tal economy.

“Not only will this help al-
leviate the shortage of digital 
skills, but it will also rever-
berate positively across the 
nation’s economic growth 
trajectory, aligning to the 
newly launched Digital 
Transformation Roadmap.”

Trade summit
Meanwhile, the Uganda-

South Africa investment and 
trade summit, attended by 
MTN Group and other sig-
nificant South African com-
panies that have operations 
in Uganda, concluded this 
week.

The summit’s goal is to 
boost investment and trade 
between Uganda and South 
Africa. Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni presided 
over the event.

Speaking at the summit, 
MTN Group chair Mcebisi 
Jonas, said: “As a Pan-African 
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ITV PGM 
SCHEDULE   
SATURDAY 8 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:00      Kipindi maalum: FAO 
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35      Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50      Usafiri wako
13:20      Art and Lifestyle
13:50      Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
15:45      Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10      Igizo: Slay Queen
17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Kipindi maalum: Miaka 60 JKT
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15      Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40      Art and lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50      Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30    Al jazeera
 
SUNDAY 9 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:50 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:35      Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:45 Mjue Zaidi
22:20 Bongo movie: 
23:30      Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:20 Al jazeera

MONDAY 10 July
5:00        Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 

8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top Ten 
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00 Mjue Zaidi
13:40  Art and Lifestyle 
13:55     Habari za saa
14:00  Art and Lifestyle 
14:15 Soap rpt: Slay Queen
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     DW: Afrimaxx
18:45    Kipindi Maalum: Brela
19:00 Afya ya Jamii  
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Dakika 45
22:00     Our Earth
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
02:00 DWTV

TUESDAY 11 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25  Jagina
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00  Chetu ni chetu
11:35      Igizo: Mizengwe
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00       Ripoti maalum
13:35      Shikabamba
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00       Shikabamba 
14:15     Igizo rpt: Slay Queen
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00     Meza Huru
16:30    Watoto wetu
17:00 Music: The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15      Mapishi rpt
18:30      Kipindi Maalum: Sema na Mahakama 
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba

21:30     Kipindi Maalum: NSSF
21:45     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 

WEDNESDAY 12 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: In Love with Ramon 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25      Jungu kuu rpt
10:55     Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      DWTV Afrimaxx rpt
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Kipindi maalum: NSSF rpt
14:15      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:55      Habari za saa
15:00 Meza huru
16:30 Watoto Wetu 
17:00 Music: The Base
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     Igizo: Mizengwe
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon 
20:00 Habari 
21:05      Aibu Yako
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:35     Ripoti maalum
22:30  Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 

THURSDAY 13 July 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Ripoti maalum rpt
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Kipindi maalum: Brela
13:45 Shamsham za pwani rpt

13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu 
17:00 The Base 
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15     Mapishi
18:30 Jagina
19:00 Usafiri Wako
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Habari
23:30    Music: The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 
  
FRIDAY 14 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:30 HABARI 
8:00 Kumekucha Michezo
9:00 Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: In Love with Ramon
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Usafiri Wako
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing rpt
11:20      Jungu kuu 
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
13:00     Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba rpt
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

Mahakama
14:30 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
15:00 Meza huru:
16:30 Watoto Wetu
17:00 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15      Our Earth
18:45      Kipindi maalum: Soka Bet
19:00      Shamba lulu
19:30 Soap: In Love with Ramon
20:00 Habari 
21:05 Kipima Joto
23:00     Habari
23:30    The Base
00:30 Al Jazeera 

SATURDAY 15 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari 
8:00 Al Jazeera 
9:00 Watoto wetu
10:00     Kipindi maalum: FAO 
10:05 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Usafiri wako
13:20     Art and Lifestyle
13:50     Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Slay Queen

17:00 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00 Jiji Letu 
18:15     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00 Jungu Kuu
19:30 Shika Bamba 
20:00 Habari 
21:05     Kipindi Maalum: Tatu Mzuka
21:15     Igizo: Slay Queen
21:40     Art and lifestyle
22:10 ITV Top 10
22:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40 Soap: Uzalo rpt 
00:30    Al jazeera
 
SUNDAY 16 July
5:30 Uwanja wa Mazoezi 
6:00 HABARI 
6:40 Kumekucha 
7:00 Habari  
8:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Watoto Wetu 
10:00 Soap: In Love with Ramon rpt
11:50 Bongo Movie rpt: 
14:00 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30 Mwangaza 
16:30 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00 Jiji Letu
18:15 Mapishi
18:30    Matukio ya wiki
19:30 Igizo: Slay Queen
20:00 Habari
21:05 Kipindi maalum: Biko
21:10 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:45 Mjue Zaidi
22:20 Bongo movie: 
23:30     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:20 Al jazeera

CAPITAL
  
Mon10 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw 
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides Of 

Ana rpt
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorow Today
16:30 Eco@Africa
17:00   Dw News Africa rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00   The Décor rpt
19:30  Shamba lulu
20:00  Innovation Rpt
20:45  The Monday Agenda
21:30   Capital Prime News
22:00  Kipima Joto
00:00  Al Jazeera

Tues  11 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)

09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides Of 

Ana rpt
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30  Meza huru
19:00 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00 Décor Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of Ana
21:30  Capital Prime News
22:00 Jagina rpt
22:30 Eco@Africa
23:00 Al Jazeera

Wed 12 July
06:00  Al jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00   Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides of 

Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30 Culinary delight rpt
17:00 Innovation rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15  Al Jazeera

Thurs  13 July
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw
11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides of 

Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Tommorrow Today
16:30 Business edition rpt
17:00 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: The Three Sides of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News
22:00 Capchat rpt
23:00 Al Jazeera 
Frid  14 July
06:00  Al Jazeera
07:00 Morning Jam (Via Capital Radio)
09:00 Dw

11:00 Al Jazeera
11:30 Capchat
12:30 Decor
13:00 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides of 

Ana
14:00 Club 101 (via Capital Radio)
16:00 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00  Rev
19:Out & About Rpt
20:00 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45  Telenovela The Three Sides of Ana
21:30 Capital Prime News 
22:00 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00 Al Jazeera

Sat 15July
08:00 Al jazeera
09:00 Rev rpt
09:30  Jagina rpt
10:00 Culinary delight rpt
10:30 Innovation rpt
11:00 Out n’about rpt
11:30 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela rpt The Three Sides of Ana
17:15 Eco@Africa
17:45  Bundesliga kick off
18:15 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30  The Decor
20:00 Ripoti Maalum
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00  Out n’ About
21:30 Music  Club 101 rpt 
23:00  Capchat Rpt
01:00  Al Jazeera

Sun  16 July
08:00 Aljazeera
09:00 In good shape
10:00 Capchat rpt 
11:00 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30 Dw
12:00 Jagina rpt
12:30  Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30  Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30 Meza huru
19:00 Eco@Africa
19:30  Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00 Dw News Africa
21:30 Capchat live
22:15 Telenovela rpt: The Three Sides of 

Ana
00:00 Al Jazeera

MTN launches skills academy in Uganda

By Belinda Rathogwa  

Like many other countries, 
South Africa has a high number 
of women-led households who 
contribute to economic and so-
cial development. Based on data 
collected in 2021, Statistics SA 
estimates that 7.6 million house-
holds in South Africa are headed 
by women. Therefore, 42.1% of 
South African households depend 
on women as their primary bread-
winners.

Despite the significant reliance 
on women, research conducted 
by the International Research 
Center for Development and the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion highlights that women face 
significant challenges that limit 
their ability to access information, 
opportunities and the resources 
needed to uplift themselves and 
those around them. Specifically, 
the research shows that women 
have difficulty maintaining full 
control of how their money is 
spent or saved because they don’t 
have access to the knowledge and 
tools they need to manage their 
finances.

Consequently, many female-led 
households are unable to reach 
their full economic potential. 
And the opportunity cost of this 
is significant. In fact, The McKin-
sey Global Institute estimates that 
fully incorporating women into 
the world economy would add 
$12 trillion to global GDP by 2025. 
Bridging the gap is imperative if 
we want to stimulate economic 
growth and this is where technol-
ogy is playing a key role.

Digital banking for example has 
made it easier and more conveni-
ent to access banking services and 
money management tools. Wom-
en who aim to take better control 
of their finances can open a bank 
account and access a full suite of 
banking services through digital 
banking apps, including savings 
and investments, personal lend-
ing and insurance.

In the first half of 2023, women 
constituted 51% of clients who 
opened a savings or investment 
account through Standard Bank’s 
Mobile Banking App. Around 51% 
of new loans and 47% of further 
loans granted through the Stand-
ard Bank app were disbursed to 
women.

In addition to enabling access 
to financial services, the Stand-
ard Bank Mobile Banking App 
supports clients in developing 
healthy financial habits and mak-
ing informed financial decisions 
through financial management 
tools such as credit score, money 
movements or budget manager. 
Standard Bank data shows that 
in the first half of 2023, women 
made payments to the value of 
R73 billion using digital platforms.

Moreover, 41% of clients who 
viewed their credit score and 
40% who managed their budget 
through the Banking App were fe-
male. Consequently, digital bank-
ing can meaningfully support 
women in maintaining control of 
how their money is spent, opti-
mising how they use their finan-
cial resources to uplift themselves 
and those around them.

Digital banking role in 
uplifting  women on 
the African continent

Nompilo Morafo, MTN Group chief sustainability and corporate affairs officer

organisation MTN sees its 
role as an important part of 
the broader conversation to 
support and facilitate growth 
and development across the 
continent and that is why the 
group has played its part in 
engaging with the public and 
private sector to make the 
summit a reality.”

In his closing remarks, 
President Museveni encour-
aged companies to continue 
investing in Uganda.

Uganda is one of MTN’s 
core markets, and mobile 
subscribers increased by 

11.2% to 18.1 million in the 
current reporting period, 
while active data subscribers 
increased by 21.4% to 6.9 mil-
lion and active fintech sub-
scribers increased by 11.6% to 
10.9 million.

On another development  
ATC Nigeria has been re-
vealed as the new preferred 
tower company, which will 
lease around 2,500 network 
sites to MTN.

MTN Nigeria notified the 
Nigerian Exchange of the 
plan, stating that the lease 
for about 2, 500 network 

sites, for which IHS Nigeria 
currently provides tower ser-
vices, is set to expire in 2024 
and 2025. The company said 
in accordance with MTN Ni-
geria’s procurement policy, 
which attempts to ensure a 
transparent and competitive 
bidding procedure, the com-
pany has now selected ATC 
to provide services for these 
sites.

It said: “This will further 
diversify our site portfolio 
and align with our proactive 
initiatives to renegotiate tow-
er agreements, focusing on 

ensuring terms that will help 
cushion the business from 
the volatility in our trading 
environment. ATC will take 
over the provision of tower 
services for the affected sites 
from 2025.”

Of the 19 markets within 
which MTN Group operates, 
Nigeria contributes the lion’s 
share of group revenue.

In the current reporting 
period, MTN Nigeria’s mo-
bile subscribers increased 
by 4.0% to 77.1 million, active 
data users surged by 11.5% to 
41 million

Belinda Rathogwa is the head of digital at Standard Bank South Africa

 LAGOS

This month, Nigeria will 
host the Africa Internet Gov-
ernance Forum (AfIGF) in 
Abuja.

This comes ahead of the 
18th United Nations Internet 
Governance Forum (IGF), 
which will be held in Japan 
next month, with the theme 
of “The Internet we want - 
empowering all people”.

The Nigerian Communica-
tions Commission is hosting 
the AfIGF on behalf of the 
government, with the theme 
“Transforming Africa’s Digi-
tal Landscape: Empowering 
Inclusion, Security, and In-
novation”.

A statement by the com-
mission reads: “The Forum 
will serve as a platform for 
meaningful dialogue and 
collaboration on Internet 
governance among various 
sectors and regional initia-
tives to advance digital con-
nectivity, address Internet 
governance challenges, and 
empower Africa through 
digital transformation.

“The event will be pre-
ceded by the African Youth 
Internet Governance Forum, 

which will take place from 13-
18 September, 2023.

It added: “The series of 
events at this year’s pro-
gramme will commence with 
the Parliamentarian Sympo-
sium, scheduled to take place 
on 18-19 September, 2023, 
during which members of 
the parliament from all par-
ticipating countries will take 
the opportunity to consult 
and network with one anoth-
er in a roundtable designed 
to better understanding of 
the roles of the legislature, 
and nudge deeper synergy 
with parliaments on Internet 
governance in Africa.”

Next month, Africans will 
take part at UN IGF, which 
will have eight sub-themes 
to cover all such Internet-
related issues for discussion. 
These are: AI and emerging 
technologies, avoiding In-
ternet fragmentation, cyber 
security, cyber crime and on-
line safety, data governance 
and trust, digital divides and 
inclusion, global digital gov-
ernance and cooperation, 
human rights and freedoms, 
and finally sustainability and 
environment. 

Nigeria set to host Africa 
internet governance forum
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WORLD
G20 inclusion of African Union 
cited as historic for Global South

NEW DELHI 

Lying at the opposite ends of Eurasia, 
there is no geopolitical conflict between 
China and Europe, let alone a fundamen-
tal conflict of interests, Chinese Premier Li 
Qiang said yesterday.

China is ready to work with Europe to 
promote the sound and steady develop-
ment of the bilateral relationship, Li said 
when meeting with European Council Pres-
ident Charles Michel on the sidelines of the 
g20 summit. 

As China and Europe are two major forc-
es, markets and civilizations in the world, 
China-Europe relations bear on global sta-
bility and prosperity of the Eurasian conti-
nent, Li said.

He added that China hopes to see a pros-
perous and stable Europe, and is ready 
to work with the European side to stay 
committed to their partnership, further 
strengthen dialogue and exchanges, deep-
en mutually beneficial cooperation, and 
properly handle sensitive issues, to pro-
mote the sustained, healthy and stable de-
velopment of China-Europe relations and 
inject stability and positive energy into this 
turbulent world.

Li pointed out that both sides should 
strengthen strategic guidance. As this year 
marks the 20th anniversary of the China-
EU comprehensive strategic partnership, 
the Chinese premier said he looks forward 
to co-chairing the new round of China-EU 
summit with Michel and European Com-

Li: No conflict of interests exists between China, Europe

CHinA’s state Council has re-
cently issued guidelines to further 
optimize the country’s foreign in-
vestment environment and beef 
up foreign investment inflow.

The guidelines are expected to 
address major issues in the busi-
ness environment that foreign-in-
vested enterprises are concerned 
about.

Chen Chunjiang, assistant 
minister of Commerce, said that 
the guidelines introduced a new 
batch of targeted and highly valu-
able measures to stabilize foreign 
investment.

Covering six key areas, includ-
ing improving the quality of uti-
lizing foreign investment and 
guaranteeing national treatment 

for foreign-invested enterprises, 
the measures aim to effectively 
bolster the confidence of foreign 
investors and attract more high-
quality foreign investment.

The guidelines advocated ex-
panding the scope and intensity 
of opening up, calling to further 
expand the comprehensive pilot 
program for opening up the ser-
vice sectors.

The guidelines encouraged 
foreign-invested enterprises and 
their R&D centers to undertake 
major scientific research projects, 
called for the establishment of a 
sound Qualified Foreign Limited 
Partner (QFLP) foreign exchange 

management facilitation system, 
and supported QFLPs in conduct-
ing relevant investments with 
RMB raised abroad.

The guidelines urged efforts to 
improve the level of investment 
and business operation facilita-
tion. The guidelines pledged to 
provide convenience for foreign 
executives and technical person-
nel of foreign-invested enter-
prises, as well as their families for 
entry, exit, and residence in China.

special inspections will be car-
ried out to ensure the fair partici-
pation of business entities in gov-
ernment procurement activities, 
according to the guidelines.

Full-process information disclo-
sure in standard formulation and 
revision will be promoted to sup-
port foreign-invested enterprises 
to participate in standard formu-
lation work on an equal footing in 
accordance with the law. 

The guidelines also called for 
efforts to improve the mechanism 
for rapid and coordinated pro-
tection of intellectual property 
rights and expedite the progress 
of handling cases with clear facts 
and substantiated evidence in ac-
cordance with the law.

The guidelines pledged to bol-
ster efforts guiding foreign invest-
ment.

According to the guidelines, lo-
cal governments are supported 
to implement complementary 
incentive measures for foreign-in-
vested enterprises in encouraged 
industries within the statutory 
authority.

The guidelines also pledged 
efforts to develop innovative co-
operation procurement methods 
and support foreign-invested en-
terprises to develop globally lead-
ing innovative products through 
first-time purchases.

The guidelines called for inten-
sified efforts to strengthen foreign 
investment promotion and ser-
vice guarantees. Relevant mea-

sures include establishing and im-
proving the system of roundtable 
conferences for foreign-invested 
enterprises, facilitating the sign-
ing of certificates of origin of free 
trade agreements, and providing 
convenience for foreign-invested 
enterprises with tariff reduction 
policies.

in recent years, China has con-
tinuously improved the business 
environment and implemented 
various measures to assist foreign-
invested enterprises, striving to 
give foreign-invested enterprises a 
greater sense of gain, said Liu Lin, 
a person in charge of the Credit 
supervision and Management De-

partment of the state Administra-
tion for Market Regulation.

The guidelines pledged proac-
tive efforts to facilitate market 
access for foreign-invested enter-
prises in China, calling for strict 
implementation of the manage-
ment mechanism of pre-establish-
ment national treatment plus neg-
ative list for foreign investment.

The guidelines called for equal 
treatment of Chinese and foreign-
invested companies, striving to 
foster fair market competition.

China has released five support-
ing regulations for the Anti-Mo-
nopoly Law, offering clear, trans-
parent and predictable guidance 
for compliant business practices.

    People’s Dai-

China rolls out policies to improve foreign investment environment

NEW DELHI

THE inclusion of the African Union in 
the group of 20 is a historic expansion of 
the economic bloc, with the global south 
voice now carrying more weight, experts 
said.

The AU has been granted permanent 
membership to the g20, india announced 
on saturday. indian Prime Minister na-
rendra Modi invited the president of the 
55-member African Union or AU to take a 
seat at the table among permanent mem-
bers at the opening of the two-day summit 
on saturday morning, stating there was 
consensus among existing members to 
approve the move. 

The African Union became the second 
regional grouping after the EU to be ad-
mitted to the group of 20 leading indus-
trialized and developing nations as a full 
permanent member, Modi said in g20 
leaders’ summit in new Delhi.

Reacting to the inclusion of African 
Union in the g20, Vincent Magwenya, 
spokesperson to south Africa President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, said, “india has done 
extremely well not only with respect to 
the organization of the summit but with 

respect to focusing this summit on includ-
ing the voice of the global south, and in-
cluding smaller countries that were often 
excluded from such forums. so, we are 
very delighted at this development that 
AU is now part of the g20.”

“The collective efforts of both india and 
China have played [a role] in ensuring that 
you have a summit of this nature, that is 
inclusive. it is the same level of efforts and 
cooperation that we saw in the lead-up to 
the BRiCs summit with respect to a num-
ber of issues that had to be managed to 
build enough to the summit,” Magwenya 
added.

“We think it augurs very well with re-
spect to how the global financial archi-
tecture gets shaped as well as how the 
global sort of governance processes are 
approached. They will be approached 
now with the inclusion of the African con-
tinent, which remains an integral part of 
the global economy. it was always a miss 
that you could have such forums being 
hosted and conducted at the exclusion of 
a continent of more than 1.4 billion peo-
ple,” he said.

Amid the round of applause from g20 
delegates, Azali Assoumani, the current 
AU president and also president of the Co-

moros, was escorted by indian Foreign Minister 
s Jaishankar to a seat, and Modi rose to hug him.

The inclusion of the AU will mark the bloc’s 
first growth since it was created in 1999 in re-
sponse to an Asian financial crisis and now in-
cludes the European Union and the 19 largest 
economies in the globe.

“Honored to welcome the African Union as 
a permanent member of the g20 Family. This 
will strengthen the g20 and also strengthen the 
voice of the global south,” said a message on 
Modi’s official account on social media platform 
X, formerly known as Twitter.

south Africa’s President Cyril Ramaphosa is 
also attending the g20 summit which is under-
way now in Bharat Mandapam at Pragati Maid-
an.

China and india were most vocal in their at-
tempts and the run up to get AU into the g20.

“China is the first country to explicitly voice 
support for the AU’s accession to g20,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokesperson Mao ning said 
on Thursday.

Former veteran diplomat and former indian 
High Commissioner to south Africa, Virendra 

 TOKYO

DEVELoPMEnT of bi-
lateral relations between 
Russia and north Korea in 
all directions is in line with 
ensuring security and sta-
bility of the Korean Peninsula and northeast Asia, Russian 
President Vladimir Putin wrote in his congratulatory mes-
sage to north Korean leader Kim Jong-un on the occasion 
of the 75th anniversary of the Day of the Foundation of 
the Republic.

“i am confident that through joint efforts we will contin-
ue to systematically develop bilateral relations in all direc-
tions. This fully meets the interests of our peoples and is 
in line with ensuring security and stability on the Korean 
Peninsula and in northeast Asia,” the north Korean state 
radio Voice of Korea quoted excerpts from the message.

Putin also pointed out that the soviet Union was the 
first to recognize the new sovereign state. “since then, 
relations between our countries have always been based 
on the principles of friendship, good-neighborliness and 
mutual respect. significant experience of constructive 
cooperation in various fields has been accumulated,” the 
president’s congratulatory message said.

Putin also wished Kim Jong-un “good health and suc-
cess, and all north Korean citizens - peace and prosperity.”

Developing Russia-North Korea ties in line 
with ensuring regional security — Putin

RABAT

THE United states has again shown its strong support for 
Morocco’s autonomy plan for Western sahara as the most 
“serious, credible and realistic”, with a potential approach to 
meeting the aspirations of the sahrawi people, in order to re-
solve a conflict that has lasted more than four decades since 
spain’s departure that ended the colonial era in the area.

This is the message that emerged from the visit of Joshua 
Harris, Us Deputy Assistant secretary of state for north Af-
rica, to Rabat, where he met with the Moroccan Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, African Cooperation and Moroccans Resid-
ing Abroad, nasser Bourita.

“The United states continues to view Morocco’s autonomy 
plan as serious, credible and realistic,” an official statement 
from the Us Embassy in Rabat said after Joshua Harris’ meet-
ing with nasser Bourita.

The Us Deputy Assistant secretary of state for north Af-
rica and the Moroccan Minister of Foreign Affairs reaffirmed 
the mutual partnership between the two nations and the en-
during support for the Un-led political process in Western 
sahara.

 The senior Us official, who was accompanied by the Us 
Ambassador to Morocco, Puneet Talwar, also ‘reaffirmed the 
deep and historic partnership between the United states 
and Morocco’, as the Us Embassy indicated.

Joshua Harris ended in the Moroccan kingdom a regional 
tour of north Africa that had previously taken him to Alge-
ria, where he met with officials of the Polisario Front and 
the Algerian state and visited the refugee camps in Tindouf, 
which house saharawis who are living in very difficult condi-
tions under the responsibility of the Polisario and Algerian 
authorities.

on this trip, the senior Us official reaffirmed support for 
staffan de Mistura, the Un secretary-general’s personal 
envoy for Western sahara, and stressed the importance of 
working with the Un official in a spirit of realism and com-
promise as he intensifies his efforts to achieve a lasting and 
dignified political solution to the saharawi dispute. De Mis-
tura has recently developed important contacts with the 
parties involved in the issue, including Morocco, Algeria, 
Mauritania and members of the so-called ‘group of Friends’, 
including spain, the United states, Russia, the United King-
dom and France, with a view to finding a solution to the ex-
isting problem.

Morocco proposes for Western sahara a formula of broad 
autonomy under Moroccan sovereignty that envisages a 
large degree of self-government for the saharawis, reserving 
security and foreign policy powers for the Moroccan state, 
all while respecting Un resolutions. This initiative has re-
ceived much international support from countries such as 
the United states, israel, the United Arab Emirates, germany 
and spain, which consider it to be the most serious, credible 
and realistic way of resolving the problem of the territory.

on the other hand, the Polisario Front, supported by Alge-
ria, Morocco’s great political rival in the Maghreb, advocates 
holding a referendum on independence for the sahrawi peo-
ple, which has less support on the international stage and is 
difficult to implement due to various problems such as the 
electoral roll, according to various analysts.

The Us diplomat demonstrated Us appreciation for Mo-
rocco’s critical efforts on a wide range of regional and global 
challenges, especially combating instability in the sahel, sup-
porting Libyan elections and promoting equitable measures 
of freedom, security and prosperity for israelis and Palestin-
ians, as the Us Embassy in Rabat and the Kingdom of Mo-
rocco’s Department of Foreign Affairs also officially noted.

US reaffirms its support for Morocco’s autonomy plan
for Western Sahara as ‘serious, credible and realistic’

gupta said, “it is a very good development. The 
forum gets more representatives. With the inclu-
sion of AU, voice of global south will get much 
more strengthened. if you want any organization 
to grow, it should have adequate representation,”

The inclusion of the AU is the way of future 
growth of g20, said the former veteran diplomat.

“The African Continent can no longer be ig-
nored. Everyone is doing business with them. it 
is also about being inclusive. Excluding AU while 
the EU is included does not make political sense 
in today’s time and age,” said Archana Upadhyay, 
a Professor of school of international studies, 
Jawaharlal nehru University, new Delhi.

Most importantly, the global south is a force to 
reckon with. The inclusion of the AU is the rec-
ognition of this reality. The emerging economies 
have big economic and political clout, Upadhyay 
added.

it could promote development of African na-
tions and will increase global engagement with 
the union to achieve sustainable development 
goals, said Haans Freddy, a professor in the de-
partment of political science at Madras Christian 
College in Chennai, india.

This image tweeted by President of Kenya William Samoei Ruto, ‘Kenya welcomes the addition of the 
African Union —  the fastest growing continent in the world — to the G20. This will increase the voice of 
Africa, visibility, and influence on the global stage and provide a platform to advance the common inter-
est of our people. This fits perfectly with the resolutions of the just-concluded Africa Climate Summit, 
including the reform of international financial institutions and multilateral development banks. ANI 

MOGADISHU

THE African Union (AU) Transi-
tion Mission in somalia (ATMis) 
said it has wrapped up a five-day 
training course to sharpen skills 
for somali public officers in hu-
man rights and civilian protection.

The training, which was con-
ducted in the port city of Kismayo, 
southern somalia, saw 21 officers 
from Jubaland state ministries 
and civil society organizations 
equipped with the necessary 
knowledge on how to protect and 
promote human rights in their 
respective regions. “We expect 

that the participants will cascade 
it to different sectors of the soci-
ety and make sure we generate a 
large number of trainers,” gloria 
Jaase, the civilian sector coordina-
tor and protection officer at the 
ATMis, said in a statement issued 
in the somali capital of Mogadishu 
on Friday evening. Jaase said one 

of the AU mission’s mandates is to 
promote human rights protection 
and to ensure that human rights 
are respected in their operations 
and those of their counterparts.

The participants will be part of a 
team that will be sent to different 
parts of Jubaland to train locals 
and various interest groups on 

human rights and civilian protec-
tion. The ATMis said the training 
focused on deepening the partici-
pants’ understanding of key princi-
ples of international human rights 
law, including human rights frame-
works, children’s rights, women’s 
rights, and the protection of inter-
nally displaced people.  Xinhua

Somali public officers hone skills in human rights, civilian protection

Chinese Premier Li Qiang meets with European Commission President 
Ursula von der Leyen on the sidelines of the Group of 20 summit in 
New Delhi, India on Saturday. XINHUA

mission President Ursula von der Leyen.
China’s development is an opportunity, not a risk, for Eu-

rope, and both sides should continue to open up and cooper-
ate for mutual benefit, the premier said.

no matter now or in the future, Li pledged that China is 
and will remain a trustworthy friend and partner of Europe. 
China stands ready to work with Europe to enhance dialogue 
and negotiation, discuss establishing relevant mechanisms to 
promote the reliability and stability of China-Europe economic 
and trade relations, he said, welcoming more European busi-
nesses to invest and operate in China.

Michel, for his part, said that the EU is willing to be a sincere, 
credible and constructive friend and partner of China.

A prosperous China is good for the EU and the wider world, 
and the EU has no intention to contain China’s development, 

Michel said. The EU adheres to the 
one-China principle and stands 
ready to work with China to host 
a successful EU-China summit, 
deepen dialogue and coopera-
tion in various fields, and jointly 
address global challenges such as 
climate change, public health, se-
curity and stability. 

on saturday, Li said that the 
mainstream of China-Europe ties 
is cooperation, and the relations 
are win-win in nature.

in his meeting with Von der 
Leyen on the sidelines of the g20 
summit, Li also said that China 
and Europe, as two major forces 
in a multipolar world and two 
major engines of global develop-
ment, should come together even 
closer and step up their coopera-
tion. 

He called on both sides to offset 
uncertainties in the international 
landscape with the stability of 
China-Europe relations.

China, Li said, stands ready to 
work with Europe in successfully 
hosting the China-EU summit 
this year, deepen mutual trust 
and properly handle differences 
through communication and con-
sultation, and jointly make more 
positive contributions to global 
peace and development.

Risk prevention as well as co-

operation are not mutually exclu-
sive, Li said, adding that people 
should not simply equate inter-
dependence with insecurity, nor 
should they overstretch the con-
cept of security and politicize 
economic issues.

Li expressed the hope that the 
EU will uphold the principles of 
market economy and fair compe-
tition, keep its trade and invest-
ment markets open, and provide 
a fair, transparent and non-dis-
criminatory environment for 
Chinese companies to invest and 
operate in Europe.

China is willing to further 
deepen green partnership with 
Europe, strengthen dialogue 
and cooperation in such fields as 
clean energy and green finance, 
and provide support for develop-
ing countries in tackling climate 
change, he added.

For her part, Von der Leyen said 
that since the beginning of this 
year, exchanges between Europe 
and China have been continu-
ously strengthened and yielded 
positive results.

The European side, she added, 
is willing to strengthen dialogue 
and cooperation with China in 
various fields to jointly tackle 
climate change and other global 
challenges.       Xinhua
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focus on G20 summit

New Delhi

 us President Joe Biden is en-
gaging countries around the 
world to push for peace in the 
Russia-ukraine war on the basis 
of principles of the un charter 
and the new Delhi G20 declara-
tion is a “major step forward in 
this effort”, a senior us official 
said  yesterday.    

Principal Deputy national 
security Advisor of the White 
House Jon finer told the media 
on board Air force one that 
the joint statement issued yes-
terday builds on the Bali G20 
declaration and un resolutions 
to send “an unprecedented uni-
fied statement on the imperative 
that Russia refrains from using 
force for territorial acquisition” 
and abide by un charter.

“the G20 countries have 
signed up to the Bali language 
(declaration) last year and the 
vast majority of G20 countries 
have supported multiple un 
resolutions that call out Rus-
sia’s illegal aggression. the joint 
statement issued yesterday (in 
Delhi) builds on that to send an 
unprecedented unified state-
ment on the imperative that Rus-
sia refrains from using force for 

territorial acquisition and abide 
by its obligations in the un char-
ter,” finer said.

He said this is a strategy that 
the Biden administration has 
been adopting for some time 
now “to focus on countries in the 
world that are seeking an end to 
the conflict and make sure that 
they are pushing for peace on 
the basis of the four core princi-
ples of the un charter”.

finer said major economies 
are united in calling on Russia to 
uphold international law.

“us President Joe Biden is 
engaging the countries around 
the world for that and this state-
ment is a major step forward in 
this effort highlighting the ma-
jor economies of the world, in-
cluding Brazil, india and south 
Africa are united in calling on 
Russia to uphold and respect the 
international law,” finer said, 
answering queries from media 
persons.  

Biden left for Vietnam from 
Delhi in the morning after at-
tending the G20 summit.

Pm modi’s “today’s era isn’t of 
war” message to Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin in the back-
drop of the ukraine-Russia con-
flict found reflection in the G20 

declaration.
the new Delhi G20 declara-

tion said that in line with the un 
charter, all states must refrain 
from the threat or use of force 
to seek territorial acquisition 
against the territorial integrity 
and sovereignty or political in-
dependence of any state and 
that the use or threat of use of 
nuclear weapons is inadmissi-
ble.

  “concerning the war in 
ukraine, while recalling the dis-
cussion in Bali, we reiterated 
our national positions and reso-
lutions adopted at the un secu-
rity council and the un General 
Assembly (A/REs/Es-11/1 and A/
REs/Es-11/6) and underscored 
that all states must act in a man-
ner consistent with the Purposes 
and Principles of the un  char-
ter in its entirety,” it said.

“Reaffirming that the G20 is 
the premier forum for inter-
national economic coopera-
tion, and recognizing that while 
the G20 is not the platform to 
resolve geopolitical and  secu-
rity issues, we acknowledge that 
these issues can have significant 
consequences  for the global 
economy,” it added.

the G20 members appreciat-

ed the efforts of türkiye and un-
brokered istanbul Agreements 
consisting  of the memorandum 
of understanding between the 
Russian federation and the

secretariat of the united na-
tions on Promoting Russian 
food Products and fertilizers to 
the World markets and the ini-
tiative on the safe transporta-
tion of Grain and  foodstuffs 
from ukrainian Ports (Black sea 
initiative), and called for their 
full, timely and  effective imple-
mentation to ensure the immedi-
ate and unimpeded deliveries of 
grain, foodstuffs, and fertilizers/
inputs from the Russian federa-
tion and ukraine.

“this is necessary to meet the 
demand in developing and least 
developed countries, particular-
ly those in Africa.

the leaders highlighted the 
human suffering and negative 
added impacts of the war in 
ukraine with regard to global 
food and energy security, supply 
chains, macro-financial stability, 
inflation and growth, which has 
complicated the policy environ-
ment for countries, especially 
developing and least developed 
countries which are still recover-
ing from the coViD-19 pandemic 

and the economic disruption 
which has derailed progress to-
wards the sDGs.

“there were different views 
and assessments of the situation, 
the declaration said.

“We call on all states to uphold 
the principles of international 
law including territorial integrity 
and sovereignty, international 
humanitarian law, and the mul-
tilateral system that safeguards 
peace and stability. the peaceful 
resolution of conflicts and efforts 
to address crises as well as diplo-
macy and dialogue are critical.

“We will unite in our endeavour 
to address the adverse impact of 
the war on the global economy 
and welcome all relevant and 
constructive initiatives that sup-
port a comprehensive, just, and 
durable peace in ukraine that 
will uphold all the Purposes and 
Principles of the un charter 
for the promotion of peaceful, 
friendly, and good neighbourly 
relations among nations in the 
spirit of ‘one Earth, one family, 
one future,’” it said.

“today’s era must not be of 
war,” the declaration added.   
the G20 summit was held in 
new Delhi and concluded yes-
terday.    ANI

‘G20 declaration major step forward in Biden’s efforts for peace in Ukraine conflict’

New Delhi 

cAnADiAn Prime minis-
ter Justin trudeau said that 
he had many conversations 
with Prime minister nar-
endra modi on the issue of 
Khalistan extremism and 
“foreign interference”, and 
ottawa will always defend 
freedom of expression, and 
at the same time will always 
be there to prevent violence.

He further emphasized 
that the “actions of the few” 
do not represent the entire 
community or canada.

When asked about if the 
issues of Khalistan extrem-
ism and “foreign interfer-
ence” did come up during 
discussions with Pm modi 
during the G20 summit, he 
said, “Both the issues came 
up. over the years, with Pm 
modi, we have had many con-
versations on both of those 
issues. canada will always de-
fend freedom of expression, 
freedom of conscience, and 
freedom of peaceful protest 
and it is extremely important 

We are always there to prevent violence, push back against hatred - Justin Trudeau

New Delhi

PRimE minister narendra modi  yesterday announced 
the conclusion of the G20 summit here and proposed to 
hold a virtual G20 session in november to review the sug-
gestions and proposals made at the premier forum for in-
ternational economic cooperation.

“As you all know india has the responsibility of G20 
presidency till november 2023. in these two days, all of 
you gave a lot of suggestions and placed proposals. it is our 
duty to see how faster progress can be achieved on these,” 
Pm modi said.

“i propose that at the end of november, we hold a virtual 
session of G20. We can review the topics decided in this 
summit, in that virtual session. i hope you all will connect 
in the virtual session. With this, i declare the conclusion of 
the G20 summit,” he added.

Before declaring that the summit had ended, Pm modi 
handed over the ceremonial gavel of the Group of 20 presi-
dency to Brazil President Luiz inacio Lula da silva.

“i congratulate Brazilian President and my friend Lula da 
silva and hand over the gavel of Presidency,” Pm modi said.

Earlier indonesian President Joko Widodo and Luiz ina-
cio Lula da silva handed over saplings to Prime minister 
narendra modi ahead of session 3 of the G20 summit.

While indonesia held the G20 presidency last year, Brazil 
will hold the presidency after india.   

india took over the G20 presidency on December 1 last 
year at the G20 summit in Bali and will continue to hold it 
till the end of november.   

the new Delhi Declaration was adopted by G20 leaders 
on saturday, the first day of the summit.  

       ANI

PM Modi announces conclusion 
of G20 Summit, proposes virtual 
review session in November

New Delhi

RussiAn foreign minister sergey Lav-
rov yesternday described the new Delhi 
G20 summit as “a milestone” and said the 
active role of the indian presidency “has 
genuinely consolidated” the G20 countries 
from the Global south for the first time in 
history.

Addressing a press conference after the 
conclusion of the G20 summit here, Lavrov 
said a healthy solution has been found in 
the declaration regarding the need to strive 
for a clear and equitable balance of inter-
est.

“it is a long way to go but this summit 
has been a milestone... i would also like to 
mention the active role of the indian presi-
dency that has genuinely consolidated the 
G20 countries from the Global south for 
the first time in history. our BRics part-
ners - Brazil, india, china, south Africa 
have been particularly active and thanks to 
these consolidated positions taken by the 
Global south countries to uphold and pro-
tect their legitimate interests,” he said.  

“i think that a healthy solution has been 
found in the declaration regarding the need 
to strive for a clear and equitable balance 
of interest. it is one of the decent purposes 

and we are already on track. in our turn, we 
will continue strengthening these positive 
trends including during Brazil’s presidency 
next year and in 2025 during south Africa’s 
presidency,” he added.

Lavrov also referred to Prime minister 
narendra modi’s proposal to hold a virtual 
G20 session in november towards the end 
of india’s G20 presidency to review the pro-
posals made at the new Delhi summit.    

“While closing today’s session, Pm modi 
said that he would convene another G20 
summit via video conferencing in late no-
vember. it will be another opportunity for 
us to review the implementation of the 
agreements that we have reached today,” 
Lavrov said.

the Russian leader accused the Western 
countries of not fulfilling their promise 
about funds to deal with climate change.       

“the West also had long ago promised 
even 100 billion us dollars per year to 
counter the negative consequences of cli-
mate change, but nothing on that has been 
done. the declaration also mentions the 
tasks that need to be done in accordance 
with the long-standing promises in order 
to ensure a balance of interest in the global 
economy,” he said.

    ANI

to us. At the same time, we are always there to 
prevent violence and to push back against ha-
tred”. “i think on the issue of the community, 
it is important to remember that the actions 
of the few do not represent the entire com-
munity or canada. the flip side of it, we also 
highlighted the importance of respecting the 
rule of law and we did talk about foreign in-
terference,” he added.

notably, multiple incidents of Khalistan ex-
tremism have been reported in canada over 
the past few years. 

in June this year, a tableau parade was or-
ganised in canada celebrating the assassina-
tion of former Pm indira Gandhi, which drew 
severe criticism from new Delhi. in march 
this year, Khalistan supporters held a protest 
outside the indian Embassy in canada. they 

raised pro-Khalistan slogans 
and allegedly assaulted indi-
an-origin journalists present 
on the spot.

multiple temples have also 
been vandalised in canada 
by pro-Khalistani protestors, 
with anti-india graffitis.

Earlier in July, india also 
raised concerns over threats 
to its diplomats in posters 
being circulated in canada 
with information on a pro-
Khalistan rally to be held on 
July 8. 

the posters contained 
threats to the indian Ambas-
sador to canada and the con-
sulate general in toronto.

the posters purportedly 
circulated by sikh extrem-
ists have named indian High 
commissioner to canada 
sanjay Kumar Verma and the 
consulate General of india, 
toronto, Apoorva srivastava 
accusing them of playing 
a role in the June killing of 
Khalistan tiger force chief 
and designated terrorist Har-
deep singh nijjar in canada.  
        ANI

G20 Summit has been a milestone…healthy solution 
found in declaration - Russian Foreign Minister Lavrov

Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau addresses the media during a press conference after attend-
ing G20 Summit, in New Delhi yesterday. ANI

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov attends Session 1 on ‘One Earth’ during the G20 Summit, at 
the Bharat Mandapam, Pragati Maidan, in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the United States President Joe Biden, South Africa President 
Cyril Ramaphosa, Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva of the Federative Republic of Brazil, and President of 
World Bank, Ajay Banga in a group photo on the margins of the G20 Leaders’ Summit, at the Bharat 
Mandapam International Exhibition Convention Centre in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI 

President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi received African Union Chairperson 
and Comoros Union President Azali Assoumani at the Bharat Mandapam during the G20 Summit Gala 
Dinner hosted by the President, in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi hands over the gavel of the G20 
Presidency to Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva dur-
ing the G20 Leaders’ Summit, at the Bharat Mandapam, Pragati 
Maidan, in New Delhi yesterday. ANI

The United States President Joe Biden clicks a photo of Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, Director general of the World Trade Organization, and other officials on the sidelines of G20 
Summit, in New Delhi on Saturday. ANI
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Reverse Oedipus: Mother dies 
as pastor destroys satellite plate  

Bernard Morrison finally 
signs for AS FAR Rabat FC  

 By Correspondent Michael Eneza

H
UGE ideas either 
in life or in history 
are often based on a 
curious fable, which 

catches up with imagination 
like wildfire.

At times, these are real les-
sons in life that lead to the for-
mulation of rules on behaviour, 
the mainstay of aphorisms or 
axioms in language, whose 
birthplace is storytelling, later 
becoming theater.

Each tribal group or language 
has its own and, at times, they 
add up to humour, for instance, 
a Pare expression which, once 
translated, says ‘if one keeps 
turning around a snake, he will 
see its legs’.

The snake is viewed as a crip-
ple lacking legs as if it matters.

What it means is that one 
should not play around with 
someone else just because he 
or she looks either peaceful or 
obliging, and take that attitude 
for granted, as it can abruptly 
change and teach someone a 
lesson.

Other expressions are leg-
ends or fables about strange 
things which happened in his-
tory, and sometimes it is about 
what the Greeks call ‘the ca-
price of the gods’.

We would have had that sort 
of tradition in East Africa and all 
over Africa if we had grown up 
to be educated in tribal ways, 
with Arabs even now learning 
of the old deities.

The difference is that they are 
now stripped of their deity sta-
tus and are seen as jinn instead 
of being attached to a particular 
deity, as such a deity is no lon-
ger worshiped.

Among southern Tanzania 
tribes, an elaborate culture 
came up with some literature 
to that effect at the University 
of Dar es Salaam, for instance, 
with Ebrahim Hussein’s play 

 By  Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

FORMER Yanga winger, Bernard 
Morrison, has made a triumphant re-
turn to the football scene by signing 
for Moroccan side Association Sport-
ive des Forces Armées Royales (AS 
FAR) Rabat FC.

The 30-year-old Ghanaian winger, 
who had previously been dropped 
by Yanga at the end of the 2022/23 
season, has found a new home with 
AS FAR Rabat FC, where he will once 
again work under the guidance of 
Belgo-Tunisian coach Nasreddine 
Nabi, who also coached the foot-
baller at Yanga.

Initially, there were speculations 
linking Morrison with a move to an-
other Mainland Tanzania Premier 
League side, Singida Fountain Gate 
FC.

However, it was revealed in mid-
August that Singida Fountain Gate FC 
had opted out of pursuing his signa-
ture.

This turn of events left Morrison’s 
future in limbo, but he has now put 
those uncertainties to rest with his 
signing for AS FAR Rabat FC.

Morrison’s excitement and an-
ticipation for his new journey were 
palpable as he shared the news of 
his signing on social media during 
a photo shoot, proudly donning the 
AS FAR Rabat FC jersey adorned with 
the number 5.

The Ghanaian winger rejoined 
Yanga in July 2022, following the 
expiration of his two-year contract 
with age-old rivals Simba SC.

During his time at Simba SC, Mor-
rison made a lasting impression with 
over 50 appearances in all competi-
tions, including the prestigious CAF 
Champions League.

Before his time in Tanzania, Morri-
son had ventured into the South Af-
rican Premier Soccer League, where 
he plied his trade with the giants, Or-
lando Pirates.

Before making waves in South 
Africa, Morrison had made a name 
for himself in the Ghanaian Premier 
League, representing Ashanti Gold 
FC. 

However, his aspirations and tal-
ents soon led him beyond the bor-
ders of Ghana, as he made a pivotal 
move to the DR Congo side, AS Vita 
Club, in the summer of 2015.

One of the highlights of Morrison’s 
recent career was his commendable 
performance during his second stint 
at Yanga, which saw the winger play 
an instrumental role in the club’s 
success.

He notably contributed signifi-
cantly to the Jagwani Street giant’s 
achievement- finishing as the run-
ner-up in the 2022/23 CAF Confed-
eration Cup having lost to Algeria’s 
USM Alger in the final.

NEW YORK

FORMER President Barack Obama 
congratulated Coco Gauff on her U.S. 
Open title Saturday, less than two 
weeks after attending her first come-
back of the tournament.

After Gauff rallied to beat Aryna 
Sabalenka 2-6, 6-3, 6-2, messages 
quickly poured onto the social me-
dia platform formerly known as 
Twitter in celebration of the 19-year-
old American’s first Grand Slam title.

Obama and his wife, Michelle, were 
in Arthur Ashe Stadium on opening 
night, when Gauff rallied for a 3-6, 

6-2, 6-4 win over Laura Siegemund. 
They met with her after the match, 
which was followed by a tribute to 
Billie Jean King as part of a celebra-
tion of the 50th anniversary of the 
U.S. Open becoming the first sport-
ing event to offer equal prize money 
to female and male competitors.

“We couldn’t be prouder of you on 
and off the court — and we know the 
best is yet to come,” Barack Obama 
wrote.

Michelle Obama also sent con-
gratulations with a picture of their 
meeting, while Clinton wrote that: 
“The future of American tennis looks 

bright. ”
“The support I have gotten is in-

credible,” Gauff said. “Obviously 
from President Obama and former 
first lady Michelle is crazy that they 
were here my first-round match, and 
now I’m a different person now.”

Gauff and her parents also re-
ceived a congratulatory phone call 
from President Joe Biden, who was 
in New Delhi for the Group of 20 
summit.

Gauff thanked King for the leading 
the prize money fight when she col-
lected her $3 million winner’s prize. 
King responded to a tweet showing 

video of that moment, posting that: 
“This generation is living the dream 
of the Original 9,” referring to herself 
and the other women who signed $1 
contracts to launch a women’s pro 
circuit in 1970.

Basketball Hall of Famer Magic 
Johnson congratulated Gauff and 
praised her parents, writing that 
“Corey and Candi, they’ve done an 
outstanding job!”

And Gauff got kudos from rival 
competitors, with 2017 U.S. Open 
champion Sloane Stephens telling 
her that “ my girl you are amazing!!!! 
”.   AP

Yara Tanzania Limited’s Director, Winstone Odhiambo (L), hands over a gift to Twaha Juma of the Rotary Club Oysterbay during the 2023 Goat Race that took place in Dar es Salaam 
last weekend. The event aimed to collect 320m/- to fund higher education for underprivileged students. The company’s sponsorship for the race aims to promote young professionals, 
especially women, in agriculture. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Presidents Obama, Clinton and many others 
congratulate Coco Gauff on her US Open tennis title

Choir singers of the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, located at Mbezi Luis in Dar es Salaam, sing in a 
special service for guests organized by the church’s Kibamba Kwa Mangi branch recently. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT

 By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

THE Tanzania Investment Center 
(TIC) has urged sports stakeholders 
to take advantage of the opportuni-
ties available in the sports sector to 
invest in it and increase employment 
opportunities for youths.

The center disclosed that if a large 
number of investors in the sports 
sector come forward, they will help 
to increase income and promote the 
sector’s contribution to economic 
growth.

John Mnali, the TIC’s Director of 
the Investment Promotion Depart-
ment, issued the appeal in Dar es 
Salaam last weekend when speaking 
at a meeting that brought together 
various sports stakeholders in the 
country.

He said TIC has reduced invest-
ment costs for Tanzanians to reach 
USD 50,000 to provide opportuni-
ties for more people to invest in vari-
ous areas in the country.

“When we say USD 50,000 as capi-
tal to enable an individual to obtain 
an investment certificate, we do not 
mean that he/she must have cash, 
we mean the value of the land, value 
of buildings, value of cars and other 
tools that he has bought for invest-
ment purposes,” Mnali pointed out.

“The sports sector involves many 
stakeholders and employs many 
youths, that’s why we have seen the 
importance of meeting these stake-
holders to tell them about the op-

portunities available for investment 
in the sports sector and, for those 
who have already invested, how they 
can get incentives when they decide 
to expand their investments,” Mnali 
stated. He said investors that want 
to invest in the sports sector should 
show up in large numbers as the 
scope is still wide and TIC has set 
many attractions for local investors.

He asked investors who invested in 
the sector to come to TIC to be given 
investment certificates so that they 
could benefit from various invest-
ment incentives offered.

Rashid Juza, Senior Sports Officer 
from the Ministry of Culture, Arts 
and Sports, said he was happy to see 
TIC encourage more investment in 
the sports sector.

Juza said that it is true the sector 
has helped to develop many youths, 
so, more investors need to come for-
ward to invest in various sports areas 
to help the youths.

The official said they have also dis-
cussed some of the challenges facing 
the sector and set various strategies 
to deal with them to create a better 
environment that will attract new in-
vestors.

Apansia Lema, Sports Officer at the 
National Sports Council (NSC), said 
investment in the sector will help to 
develop talent, so, they will continue 
to collaborate with TIC to build the 
capacity of sports stakeholders in 
the country to invest in sports facili-
ties.

Morocco’s AS FAR FC newly signed winger, Bernard Morrison. PHOTO: COURTESY OF 
AS FAR FC

TIC unveils investment 
opportunities in sports

titled ‘Mashetani’.
Tingatinga paintings were 

also focused in that direc-
tion, while in Nigeria one 
sees Obatunde Ijimere’s 
‘Imprisonment of Obatala’, 
whereby the caprice of the 
gods is quite clear. It is fo-
cused on sacrifice.

Looking at these tradi-
tions in East Africa, one is 
treated to an unambigu-
ously naïve encompassing 
of the tradition, where the 
‘Mashetani’ theme is about 
dancing, painting faces, and 
strange costumes in dances 
like in the Halloween festi-
val in the United States.

Reading Ijimere’s play 
and how it depicts Eshu 
as a confuser of men, one 
sees the radical theme of 
sacrificing slaves and then 
examines how to hold in es-
teem such deities, a radical 
confusion of culture comes 
up.

We know from imported 
religions, Islam and Christi-
anity whereby God is about 
love, peace, and healing.

The teachings notwith-
standing, culture always 

lurks in the background, 
brought to the fore only 
very rarely and left at that 
as a miracle, to avoid dis-
turbing fixed images of 
what is worshiped, or what 
people believe.

That is why a recent inci-
dent performed live at the 
‘Buza Kwa Lulenge’ taber-
nacle in Dar es Salaam must 
have struck an imagina-
tion about how far culture 
can be reversed in real life, 
as the English say, ‘life is 
stranger than fiction’.

There is a tale in classi-
cal Greek literature recited 
again in classical English 
plays especially by William 
Shakespeare, it may even 
look childish by compari-
son with the recent inci-
dent, despite its global re-
nown.

The tale by itself would 
not have gained worldwide 
currency as there are too 
many Shakespeare plays to 
choose from, before mov-
ing into plenty of other rich 
heritages.

It happens that a tricky 
psychologist-turned-phi-

losopher in the 1920s, the 
doctor Sigmund Freud, was 
a Swiss physician seeking to 
heal consciousness that has 
been hurt, thus disturbed 
in dreams, or falling into 
depression.

He summed up his clini-
cal experiences in a formu-
la of the bizarre pursuit of a 
‘forbidden fruit’.

Cleverly, the doctor 
picked up a fable in ancient 
Greece that once upon a 
time a king had a son, who 
was abandoned by his par-
ents at an early age and 
grew up elsewhere.

He became a good sol-
dier, and a noble horseman 
and came back, conquered 
the kingdom, killed the 
king, and married his wife, 
unaware the woman was 
his mother.

Freud told the world it is 
something little male chil-
dren wish for, but they are 
held back and eventually 
realize they are at fault, but 
it still burns underneath.

Shouting at Freudians 
that this is altogether silly 
helps nothing, but it is 

dwarfed by how a mother 
in real life set out to me-
thodically destroy the 
business and family life 
of her son, on account 
of having been inserted 
in a witch club since age 
16 by her now deceased 
mother.

As her son inched up in 
success they demanded 
that the wealth be cap-
tured, and to enable this, 
they threw a paralysis on 
a leg and up to the wait 
on the witch-mother so 
that she could shift to her 
son’s place for treatment.

This way, she cast spells 
leading to the collapse of 
the business, wife’s de-
parture, and desperation.

Like thousands of oth-
er people, the relatively 
youthful fellow, a father 
of four children, heard 
the spiritual exploits 
of Pastor Dominic the 
witch-buster, and strived 
to ring, unaware of where 
the problem came from.

The pastor, vividly 
seeing the setting at the 
house and all that hap-
pened to the man asked 
to talk to the mother.

She strenuously and 
disarmingly rejected all 
idea of knowing the cause 
of her only son’s misfor-
tune, to which the pastor 
directed a check under 
the mother’s bed, where 
a plate with inscriptions, 
a rope, and knots was 
found.

Once anointed wa-
ter was poured onto 
the witch-link plate she 
started growling as death 
neared, after her shrieks 
for mercy were flatly re-
jected by pastor and son. 
A new rule, Dr. Freud?
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 CAIRO

T
HREE more 
countries sealed 
their places at 
the 2023 Africa 

Cup of Nations (Afcon) on 
Saturday as Mozambique 
secured qualification with 
a dramatic 95th minute 
winner.

Mauritania and the 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo also booked a spot 
at next year’s finals but 
there was disappointment 
for striker Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang as his Gabon 
side missed out on a place 
in Ivory Coast.

Three spots remain for 
Afcon which kicks off in 
Ivory Coast on 13 January.

*Mambas return
Mozambique sealed 

their return to the Africa 
Cup of Nations for the first 
time since 2010 thanks to a 
late 3-2 win over Benin in 
Maputo in Group L.

The Mambas knew a 
draw would be enough 
against a Benin side who 
needed a victory to qualify.

Benin started the better, 
taking a 1-0 lead after 20 
minutes thanks to a Steve 
Mounie penalty.

The hosts quickly fought 
back with goals from Witi 
and Ricardo Guimaraes 
to go 2-1 up but Benin 
made it a nervous end 
for the home fans, find-
ing an equaliser through 

 MIAMI

DESPITE missing  Lio-
nel Messi, Inter Miami 
moved within six points 
of the playoff positions in 
Major League Soccer with 
a 3-2 win over Sporting 
Kansas City on Saturday.

Messi was one of eight 
Inter Miami players away 
on international duty, 
but Gerardo “Tata” Mar-
tino’s team showed their 
strength in depth as they 
extended their unbeaten 
run in all competitions to 
12 games.

With Miami battling to 
rise from their pre-Messi 
position at the bottom 
of the Eastern Confer-
ence into the top nine, 
they know they have little 
room for error but their 
night began poorly.

Goalkeeper  Drake Cal-
lender  failed to hold on 
to a drive from Felipe 
Gutierrez and Daniel Sal-
loi slotted home the loose 
ball.

Miami drew level 
though in the 25th minute 
through a Leonardo Cam-
pana penalty after the 
Ecuadoran forward was 
flattened by Kansas City 
keeper Tim Melia as they 
challenged for a high ball.

Unlike Messi, Campana 
was not called up for this 
week’s South American 
World Cup qualifiers and 
he proved decisive as he 
put the home side 2-1 up 
with a fine header from a 
DeAndre Yedlin cross on 
the stroke of half-time.

Campana went close to 
a hat-trick after the break 
with a deft touch goal-
wards from a low  Jordi 
Alba  cross but Melia got 
down well to save.

Melia was in action to 
deny Nicolas Stefanelli af-
ter more good work from 
Alba, who recently retired 
from duty with the Span-

ish national side.
Miami’s other former 

Spain stalwart, midfield-
er  Sergio Busquets, cre-
ated the third when he 
showed great awareness 
to take a quick free-kick 
on the half-way line and 
send Argentine forward 
Facundo Farias through.

Farias, one of a trio of 
young South American 
signings brought in to add 
some energy and talent 
to accompany the team’s 
veteran stars, showed 
great composure as he 
ran in on goal and beat 
Melia with a perfectly 
placed shot.

But with 12 minutes re-
maining, Sporting pulled 
a goal back with  Alan 
Pulido’s 13th MLS goal of 
the season, the Mexican 
pounding on a loose ball 
and then beating Callen-
der with a clinical finish.

The visitors enjoyed 
plenty of pressure in the 
latter stages, including 
the seven minutes of stop-
page time when a tired 
Miami was hanging on.

But with  DC Unit-
ed  held to a 0-0 draw at 
home to San Jose, Miami 
are now just six points 
behind Wayne Rooney’s 
ninth placed team in the 
East and have two games 
in hand.

- Swift Exchange -
Champions Los Ange-

les FC suffered a third 
straight defeat with a 2-0 
loss at the  Portland Tim-
bers who are also looking 
to make a late push into 
the playoffs.

After defeats to Char-
lotte and Miami, LAFC fell 
behind when their goal-
keeper John McCarthy 
made a hash of a corner 
allowing  Larrys Mabia-
la  to tap in from close 
range.

AFP

No Messi, no problem 
as Miami win again Afcon 2023: Mozambique, Mauritania and DR 

Congo qualify as Aubameyang’s Gabon miss out

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

The top two teams in 
each group qualify for the 
finals.

As hosts,  Germany  are 
playing only friendly in-

ternationals but they are 
a team in crisis and their 
problems worsened in a 4-1 
humiliation at the hands 
of Japan in Wolfsburg.

Junya Ito  and Ayase 
Ueda scored either side 
of a Leroy Sane strike in 
the first half, with Japan 
scoring twice in the final 

five minutes as home fans 
jeered.

Germany captain  Ilkay 
Gundogan said simply “we 
are not good enough right 

Italy falter, England and Belgium on track for Euro 2024
 LONDON

DEFENDING European 
champions  Italy  drew 1-1 
with North Macedonia in 
a Euro 2024 qualifier on 
Saturday to suffer a blow 
in their hopes of making 
it to next year’s finals from 
Group C where leaders 
England took a valuable 
point in a 1-1 away draw 
against Ukraine.

England lead the group 
on 13 points with Ukraine 
on seven. Italy and North 
Macedonia both have four 
points.

Italy next face a crucial 
qualifying test against 
Ukraine on Tuesday.

Luciano Spalletti took 
charge of Italy for the first 
time following Roberto 
Mancini’s shock resigna-
tion but his team flopped 
against the side which 
dumped them out of the 
last World Cup in the play-
offs.

Ciro Immobile put Italy 
ahead but Enis Bardhi 
smashed in a free-kick for 
the hosts with nine min-
utes remaining in Skopje.

Ukraine hosted England 
in  Poland  and marched 
out onto the pitch in Wro-
clow with national flags 
draped over their shoul-
ders in front of around 
40,000 of their own fans.

“Very tough place to 
come. You could feel the 
atmosphere, a unique 
occasion,” said England 
manager Gareth Southgate 
after his team’s run of four 
consecutive wins in the 
group came to an end.

Oleksandr Zinchenko 
put Ukraine in front with 
a thundering shot after a 
sweeping drive through 
midfield on 26 minutes.

England, however, hit 
back in the 41st minute 
when Harry Kane played a 
ball over the top and Kyle 
Walker  slipped the ball 
home for his first interna-
tional goal on his 77th ap-

pearance.
Belgium  went joint top 

of Group F with a 1-0 away 
win at Azerbaijan, lifting 
them level on 10 points 
with Austria.

Yannick Carras-
co  scored the only goal 
in  Baku  as new man-
ager Domenico Tedesco 
extended his run to five 
games without defeat.

Sweden  are third in the 
group on six points after 
they thumped Estonia 5-0.

Switzerland lead Group 
I by two points after a see-
saw 2-2 draw with Kosovo 
for whom La Liga based 
Vedat Muriqi scored twice.

In the same group, Roma-
nia and Israel drew 1-1 and 
are locked in a struggle for 
second place, separated by 
a point on nine and eight 
points respectively.

Fans of Ukraine hold smartphones with torches switched on during the Euro 2024 group C qualifying soccer match between Ukraine and England in Wroclaw, Poland, 
Saturday, Sept. 9, 2023. (AP Photo)

DR Congo players celebrate  

Jodel Dossou. As the visi-
tors searched for a winner, 
Mozambique made sure 
of their place with a 95th 
minute goal from Clesio 
Bauque to complete a 3-2 
victory. Mozambique join 
holders  Senegal  as quali-
fiers from Group L.

*Aubameyang’s Gabon 
miss out

Two places were on of-
fer from Group I with 
the  Democratic Republic 

of Congo  and  Maurita-
nia sealing qualification at 
the expense of Sudan and 
Gabon respectively.

Mauritania’s home game 
against Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang’s Gabon in 
Nouakchott proved a tem-
pestuous affair with red 
cards for both teams.

Gabon’s had to play most 
of the game with 10 men 
after goalkeeper Jean Noel 
Amonome was sent off for 

violent conduct in the fifth 
minute.

Goals from Hemeya Tan-
jy and Aboubakar Kamara 
gave the hosts a comfort-
able 2-0 lead until El Has-
san Houbeib was sent off 
for Mauritania for a second 
booking late in the match.

Didier Ndong clawed 
one back for Gabon in the 
91st minute but Maurita-
nia held on to seal their 
place in Ivory Coast and 

deny Aubameyang, who 
returned to the Gabon set-
up in May having retired 
from international football 
a year earlier.

DR Congo finished top 
of Group I thanks to a 2-0 
win over Sudan in Kinsha-
sa. Theo Bongonda scored 
after eight minutes with 
Fiston Mayele adding a sec-
ond late on.

Saturday’s games were 
overshadowed by the 

earthquake in Moroc-
co  that killed more than 
1,000 people.

It led to the postpone-
ment of Morocco’s Group 
K clash with Liberia.

Later yesterday’s de-
cisive Group G game be-
tween The Gambia and 
Congo Brazzaville in Mar-
rakech was expected to go 
ahead.

More crucial games will 
take place up until 12 Sep-
tember as nations - includ-
ing  Cameroon  - look to 
secure their place at the 
24-team tournament - with 
a total of 21 teams now al-
ready through.

Saturday’s three quali-
fiers join Algeria, Burkina 
Faso, Cape Verde, DR Con-
go, Egypt, Equatorial Guin-
ea, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, 
Mali, Mauritania, Mozam-
bique, Morocco,  Nigeria, 
Senegal, South Africa, Tu-
nisia and Zambia at the fi-
nals alongside Ivory Coast, 
who qualified automati-
cally as hosts.

The Elephants ended 
their Group H campaign 
with a 1-0 home win over 
Lesotho - Ibrahim San-
gare of  Nottingham For-
est scoring off a Sebastien 
Haller assist.

The Nations Cup is 
scheduled to begin on 13 
January 2024, with the fi-
nal taking place on 11 Feb-
ruary.

BBC

 NEW YORK

FORMER US national 
team coach Bruce Arena 
has resigned from Major 
League Soccer club New 
England Revolution af-
ter a league investigation 
into allegations of “insen-
sitive and inappropriate 
remarks,” MLS said in a 
statement on Saturday.

Arena, the country’s 
most successful coach, 
had been placed on ad-
ministrative leave on 
July 30, while the league 
conducted a review into 
the allegations. No spe-
cific details of the charges 
have been made public.

“As a result of the in-
vestigation which con-
firmed certain of these 
allegations, should Arena 
wish to pursue future 
employment within MLS, 
he must first submit a 
petition to the Commis-
sioner,” the league said in 
a statement.

New England said in a 
statement that they had 
“accepted the resignation 
of  Bruce Arena. We wish 
Bruce well and thank him 
for his contributions to 
the team.”

The 71-year-old Arena, 
who had two spells in 
charge of the USA nation-
al team, said his depar-
ture was the right move 
to make.

“I know that I have 
made some mistakes and 
moving forward, I plan to 

spend some time reflect-
ing on this situation and 
taking corrective steps to 
address what has trans-
pired,” Arena said in a 
statement. “And while 
this has not been an easy 
decision, I am confident 
that it is in the best inter-
est of both the New Eng-
land Revolution organiza-
tion and my family that 
we part ways at this time,” 
he added. Arena joined 
New England in 2019 and 
led them to the Support-
ers Shield, presented to 
the team with the best 
regular season record, 
two years later.

The New Yorker led DC 
United  to the first ever 
MLS Cup title in 1996 and 
repeated the feat the fol-
lowing season. In 1998, 
his side became the first 
team from the USA to win 
the regional CONCACAF 
Champions Cup.

He took over as the USA 
coach in October 1998 and 
four years later he took 
the team to the quarter-
finals of the World Cup 
in  Japan  and  South Ko-
rea  -- their best achieve-
ment in the post-war era.

Arena enjoyed more 
club success with the Los 
Angeles Galaxy who he 
guided to three MLS Cup 
titles before a brief return 
to the USA team, resign-
ing after their failure to 
qualify for the 2018 World 
Cup in Russia.

AFP  

Former USA coach 
Arena resigns after 
MLS investigation



 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

ERNST Middendorp was formally introduced as Singida 
Fountain Gate FC’s new head coach, giving a full press con-
ference on Friday.

The veteran German coach- who replaced Duth tactician 
Hans van der Pluijm at the club- revealed a little more than 
had been expected, revealing, among other things, that he 
has certain standards that he expects to be fulfilled.

South Africa’s Moroka Swallows, an outfit he left in March 
this year, was Middendorp’s seventh club in the country af-
ter Maritzburg United, Kaizer Chiefs, Free State Stars, Chippa 
United, Bloemfontein Celtic and Golden Arrows.

He had left Moroka Swallows to join SV Meppen as head 
coach in his home country, Germany. He resigned from his 
post with SV Meppen two weeks ago. 

When asked why he does not stay in clubs for a long time, 
Middendorp admitted he is not an easy guy to deal with when 
his expectations are not fulfilled, he was moreover unequivo-
cal that he was not the problem.

Middendorp disclosed: “I went to Kaizer Chiefs in Decem-
ber 2018, I took over an unsettled team. We started the new 
season- 2019/20- with nearly the same squad. We brought 
only two new players and a team that ended the previous 
season at the ninth position was running for the title until 
the last day.”

The veteran coach said: “We challenged Sundowns, and 
you guys know what Mamelodi Sundowns is about. We drew 
the last game and finished one point behind Sundowns.”

“We qualified for the Champions League as first runners up 
but the management decided to tell me in front of everybody 
that the second position is a disaster. I said yeah,” the coach 
added.

“I had been with Kaizer Chiefs twice in 2005 and 2008 and 
then they brought me back in 2018. Why did they do it? I have 
been in the Bundesliga with Armenian Bielefeld three times. 
They brought me back two times, why did they do it?” Mid-
dendorp stated.

“I have been with Maritzburg, they called me every time 
they were in a deep mess or relegation. I have been there four 
times. Why did they do it? There must be something that I did 
probably right,” he noted.

The coach stressed: “I am saying and that’s for sure, I am 
not an easy guy. I have expectations, I have certain standards 
and I ask for this. Sometimes some owners or chairman or 
authorities inside the club  say it is enough now then two 
years later they scratch their heads and realize we probably 
should have kept him, let’s bring him back.” 

“Unfortunately it is not always the coach’s problem. Some-
times the club has to fulfil certain expectations.”

The gaffer stated: “Expectations start with facilities, infra-
structure and other stuff. Unfortunately, too many coaches 
just pray to keep their contracts and that’s not me. I am 
coaching because I love it and am quite sure of what I am 
doing.”

Middendorp is expected to guide Singida Fountain Gate 
FC in the side’s forthcoming 2023/24 CAF Confederation Cup 
crucial Second Preliminary Round games against Egypt’s Fu-
ture FC.

 By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

AZAM FC head coach 
Youssouph Dabo had 
plenty to be positive 
about after his squad dis-
patched Djibouti’s Arta 
Solar 7 with a 2-1 vic-
tory in an international 
friendly game played at 
Azam Complex Stadium 
in Dar es Salaam on Sat-
urday afternoon.

The Tanzanian club 
took the lead through 
midfielder Feisal Salum’s 
powerful volley in the 
eighth minute before 
Arta Solar 7 leveled the 
score through Moussa 
Coulibaly.

The Arta Solar 7 at-
tacker had made the 
most of a goalkeeping 
error committed by 
Azam FC’s goalie, Abdu-
lai Iddrisu, six minutes 
after the restart.

Zimbabwean import 
Prince Dube restored 
Azam FC’s lead in the 
62nd minute and en-
sured it was a happy end 
for the hosts.

After the game, the 
Senegalese tactician 
spoke to the media 
about the game, playing 
time for fringe players, 
and plans during this 
league break.

The gaffer noted: 
“I think it was a good 
game between two good 
teams. In the first half, 
we had a lot of goal-scor-
ing opportunities but we 
lacked efficiency.”

“We succeeded in cre-
ating opportunities and 
even defensively we 
were more aggressive 
today in comparison to 
the past games,” Dabo 
pointed out.

“We are on the right 
track, in progress, and 
we need to keep work-
ing hard to improve our 
team. It is important to 
continue working hard 
for progress,” the Sen-
egalese disclosed.

He said: “We also suc-
ceeded in finding areas 
that we need to work 
on before the league re-
sumes. We will continue 
playing more friendly 
games until the resump-
tion of the league.”

Commenting on fringe 
players like Malickou 
Ndoye and Ayub Lyanga 
who started for the first 
time this season, Dabo 
insisted every member 
of his squad will get 
playing time to prove his 
quality and ability in the 
team.

“I have 26 players in 
my first team squad, I 

have told them I need all 
the players because the 
season is long,” the gaf-
fer noted.

“Each player will have 
his time and moment 
to show his quality and 
ability to play for the 
team,” Dabo added. 

On new signing strik-
er Allasane Diao play-
ing his first 90 minutes 
since his move to Azam 
FC, Dabo acknowledged 
he had a good game but 
was hesitant to single 
out his performance.

“He had a good game 
just like other players. 
He did not play alone, he 
had a partner and some-
times he was fed off and 
vice versa,” he disclosed.

The coach revealed: 
“He complimented his 
partner too, that was his 
role. Football is a collec-
tive job, there is no need 
to congratulate one play-
er and it is not my men-
tality. I congratulate all 
players.”

After the interna-
tional break, Azam FC 
will turn their attention 
to their next NBC Pre-
mier League assignment 
against Singida Big Stars 
FC slated for Saturday as 
the former aims to make 
it three wins out of three 
games.

 

nity Shield’s semi-final 
against Azam FC last 
month.

The competition’s 
semi-finals culminated 
with Yanga defeating 
Azam FC 2-0, cour-
tesy of goals netted by 
Burkinabe midfield-
er, Stephane Aziz Ki, 

and forward Clement 
Mzize.

The 33-year-old 
Makudubela signed for 
Yanga on a free transfer 
once his contract with 
South African outfit, 
Marumo Gallants, had 
expired at the end of 
June last year.

Marumo Gallants suf-
fered relegation from 
the DStv Premiership 
on the final day of the 
2022/23 season.

Speaking about 
Makudubela’s return, 
Gamondi said the 
winger adds a vari-
ety of options on his 

bench among his strik-
ing force’s players as he 
has already clicked in 
with other players.

The Argentine coach 
said: “Makudubela has 
returned to first-team 
training and, after hav-
ing various friendlies, 
we are working to see 

No Messi, no problem 
as Miami win again
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Miguel Gamondi delighted with Makudubela’s 
return from injury lay off, boasts depth
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Youssouph Dabo positive after Azam FC win in friendly

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

Y
ANGA’s head coach 
Miguel Gamondi 
is elated with the 
return of play-

ers, who were nursing inju-
ries, in his squad ahead of 
the 2023/24 CAF Champions 
League and domestic compe-
titions.

The Tanzanian soccer big 
gun, popularly known as Yan-
ga, has embarked on inten-
sive drills ahead of the CAF 
Champions League Second 
Preliminary Round’s first leg 
match against Al Merrikh SC 
of Sudan slated to take place 
in Kigali, Rwanda on Septem-
ber 16.

The return of South African 
winger Mahlatsi Makudubela, 
alias ‘Skudu’, has added at-
tacking depth to the Jangwani 
Street side after missing his 
services in five competitive 
games since picking an in-
jury in the 2023/24 Commu-

Azam FC denies 
signing fullback 
despite playing 
in friendly duel

Yanga’s South African winger, Mahlatsi Makudubela.

Azam FC’s head coach, Youssouph Dabo. PHOTO: COURTESY OF AZAM FC

Congolese fullback Djuma Shabani

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

TANZANIA’s Azam FC has refuted news about the outfit 
signing Congolese fullback, Djuma Shabani, much as the de-
fender turned out for the side in an international friendly 
clash against Arta Solar 7 of Djibouti.

The ice cream makers won 2-1 against Arta Solar 7 at Azam 
Complex Stadium in Dar es Salaam on Saturday, with goals 
scored by Prince Dube and Feisal Salum boosting the team’s 
confidence ahead of the next friendly to be played in Arusha.

Shabani left Yanga at the beginning of this season after 
both sides decided to part ways following the failure to agree 
on terms of a contract extension.

The former DR Congo’s AS Vita Club captain was an inte-
gral part of the Yanga squad that attained the domestic treble 
triumph last season, catapulting the squad to winning the 
silverware in Community Shield, NBC Premier League, and 
Azam Sports Federation Cup (ASFC).

He went on to score in his last match for the Tanzanian club 
in Algeria, as the team confronted USM Algers in the rematch 
of the 2022/23 CAF Confederation Cup final that ended in 
a 1-0 win for the former, which, however, lost based on the 
away-goal rule following a 2-2 aggregate result.

The Congolese right-back returned with Yanga to Tanzania 
after the continental showpiece’s final, with the outfit’s fans 
in a dilemma that needed clarification given he was not on 
the list of footballers making the 2023/24 season’s team.

Azam FC’s Head of Information and Communication, Thab-
it Zakaria, elaborated on the situation, saying: “We have not 
signed Djuma Shabani, he is not out player, he asked to take 
part in training so that he can keep himself fit because he is 
now a free agent.”

“He felt that our club is suitable to keep him fit until he 
finds a new team that will sign him,” Zakaria pointed out.

The official noted: “Due to the presence of Congolese play-
ers and (fellow footballers that are) Francophone speakers 
he saw it as an opportunity to blend in with our players as he 
seeks fitness and readiness.”

“We have the custom to accommodate footballers that are 
free agents to train with us,” Zakaria stressed.

The Guardian understands Shabani is likely to sign for the 
club in the January transfer window, with work underway to 
trim foreign players at the squad to accommodate the pacey 
right back.

DR Congo’s TP Mazembe was in pursuit of Shabani during 
his last days at Yanga but the fullback declined the offer to 
return home in the DR Congo Premier League, Linafoot.

if he will travel with the 
team to Kigali for the 
CAF Champions League 
Second Preliminary 
Round game against Al 
Merrikh SC, which I feel 
he will be among the 
club’s players (for the 
trip).”

“Every player has an 
equal chance to make 
it into the starting XI 
and having competi-
tion is healthy for our 
squad to thrive. After 
having several friend-
lies this week we will 
have a clear picture but 
so far we have a healthy 
squad,” he disclosed.

Yanga will play the 
reverse fixture in Dar 
es Salaam on Septem-
ber 30, before playing 
an NBC Premier League 
match against Ihefu SC.

Premier League 
holder Yanga, which is 
currently leading the 
top flight table with a 
superior goal average 
whilst registering six 
points, has the third 
home match against 
Namungo FC set to take 
place at Azam Complex 
Stadium postponed.

The game would have 
seen former Yanga as-
sistant coach Cedric 
Kaze, now Namungo FC 
head coach, plotting to 
outfox his former em-
ployers in the race for 
maximum points.
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