
 By Correspondent James Kandoya

MEDICAL supplies worth $4.6m 
to facilitate the provision of 
reproductive health services to 
women, men, adolescents and 
young people were yesterday 
handed to the Ministry of Health 
by the United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA).
UNFPA country representative 
Mark Schreiber said at the 
handing over ceremony in Dar 
es Salaam that the supplies were 
procured in collaboration with 
the Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office (FCDO) of the 
British government, to support 
government efforts to meet 
family planning and maternal 
health lifesaving services.
The ceremony was preceded 

with the launch of UNFPA’s State 
of World Population (SWOP) 
report, outlining the importance 
of contraceptives in reducing 
maternal deaths and unintended 
pregnancies among adolescents.

  By Guardian Reporter

INTENSE public caution is a matter of urgency 
in the wake of a new illness which killed three 
people and 20 others are still undergoing 
treatment in Ruangwa District, Lindi Region.

During a visit to the district, Health minister 
Ummy Mwalimu asked people to take cautionary 
measures against the disease, the strange illness 
being given the local name  ‘Mgunda fever.’ A team 
of medical experts recently formed to investigate 
the prevalence of the new illness has identified it 

from the samples taken as ‘Leptospirosis,’ or field 
fever, she stated.

People need to avoid touching water or 
things contaminated with animal urine, resort 
to drinking clean and safe water that has been 
boiled or treated, she explained, affirming that 
two patients with signs of the disease were 
admitted in seclusion for their treatment.

Tests are still being made of those in contact 
with known patients, most of whom are free 
from contamination, with the minister informing 

people that the disease isn’t totally new as it was 
reported in 2014 in Buhigwe District, Kigoma 
Region.

Disease symptoms for leptospirosis make it 
among infectious diseases whose viruses are 
transmitted from wild animals to human beings, 
arising from a little bacteria known as ‘Leptospira 
interrogans.’
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Vice President Dr Philip Mpango waters a tree he had just planted during the laying of the foundation stone for a building at a hospital in Kirongo Sa-
manga ward, Rombo District, yesterday. Photo: VPO 

Mgunda fever: Minister cautions 
over contaminated water contact

Jubilee Health, 
GA Life leading 
in insurance 
claim payouts
 NAIROBI

JUBILEE Health Insurance, GA Life Assurance 
Limited, and Resolution Insurance Company had 
the best claims settlement record in the insurance 
sector in the first quarter ended March, according 
to regulatory data.

The three companies led in paying most of 
the claims from customers in the report by the 
Insurance Regulatory Authority (IRA) covering 
general, life (long term), and general (non-liability) 
categories.

GA Life paid 99.4 percent of the claims it received 
in the quarter, ranking first in the long-term 
business. It was followed by Capex Life Assurance 
Company at 97.5 percent and UAP Life Assurance 
Company (89.5 percent).

Jubilee Health led in the general insurance non-
liability claims — paid to policyholders— category 
in the quarter under review when it settled 90.7 
percent of compensation requests it received.

It was followed by Resolution at 88.9 percent 
and Allianz Insurance Company (82.9 percent). 
Resolution subsequently collapsed suddenly in 
early April after running out of cash to meet its 
obligations.

The insolvent underwriter had also led in the 
general insurance liability — paid to third parties 
— category where it settled 95.8 percent of the 
claims submitted in the review period when it far 
outpaced its rivals.

Madison Insurance Company was second, paying 
61.5 percent of claims while CIC General Insurance 
Company was third with a 27.2 payout rate. This 
category of general insurance category, as a whole, 
had the worst claims settlement of just 6.9 percent.

Most of the underwriters paid less than 20 percent 
of the claims filed. The IRA tracks the efficiency of 
paying clients which is the most important factor 
for policyholders.

There have been many customer complaints 
against insurers revolving around rejection of 
claims, delayed payments, and a drastic reduction 
of the expected compensation for losses incurred.

Some insurers on the other hand have alleged 
that they are the target of fraudulent claims.

The claims payment ratio is the number of claims 
settled against the total number of filings for 
compensation recorded in the review period.

“In the first quarter, the claims payment ratio for 
general liability claims decreased to 6.9 percent 
(9.5 percent in the fourth quarter of 2021),” IRA 
said.
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Northern zone records highest 
increase in number of SACCOS

 DAKAR

IN 2016, two graduates 
of Brown University in 
Providence, Rhode Island, 
conceived a mobile phone-
based money transfer and 
payments service App 
known as Wave, launching 
in Senegal two years later. 
It picked up steam and ex-
panded to Cote D’Ivoire in 
2021.

Within four years of oper-
ation, Wave Mobile Money 
has disrupted the industry 
in both countries through a 
combination of innovative 
technology and extremely 
low transaction fees, rising 
to become Francophone Af-
rica’s first unicorn at a valu-
ation of $1.7 billion and with 
half of the mobile money 
accounts in Senegal.

The vision of co-founders, 
Drew Durbin and Lincoln 
Quirk, is to “bring radically 
inclusive and affordable 
financial products and ser-
vices to west Africa, where 
there is still a big gap in fi-
nancial inclusion,” Rashmi 
Pillai, Head of Public Policy 
at Wave, tells Quartz.

The digital financial com-
pany erased the old ways of 
sending and receiving mon-
ey and came up with an 
easier and cheaper method 
that has taken both coun-
tries by storm.

“It is a well-thought-out 
product that is solving a lot 

How Wave rose to become Francophone Africa’s first unicorn

 By Guardian Reporter

A
LTHOUGH the 
country has re-
corded the de-
creased number 

of Savings and Credit Coop-
erative Societies (SACCOS) 
during the first quarter of 
this year, compared with 
similar quarter of last year, 
northern zone has beat 
all the odds by increased 
numbers.

According to provisional 
data by the ministry of 
agriculture and Regional 
Administrative Secretaries 
offices, number of SACCOS 
in Tanzania decreased to 
2,950 during the first quar-
ter of this year from 3,101 
recorded during the first 
quarter of last year.

Number of member of 
SACCOS countrywide also 
went down to 600,036 
during the first quarter 
of this year from 664,013 
recorded in Q1, 2021, with 
Northern zone leading 
with more than a third.

“Decrease in the number 
of SACCOS was associated 
with ongoing licensing of 
SACCOS in line with Micro-
finance Act 2018,” says the 
Consolidated Zonal Eco-
nomic Performance Re-
port for Q1, 2022 by Bank 
of Tanzania.

Through the act, SACCOs 
were required to adopt sev-
eral financial requirements 
related to Know Your Cus-
tomer (KYC), liquidity, in-
terest rates, penalties, and 
more to become compli-

Last September, Wave raised over $200 million in the biggest 
Series A funding ever realized in French-speaking Africa, putting 
its post-money valuation above the $1 billion threshold at $1.7 
billion.

ant. 
New regulations also 

obligate SACCOS to follow 
accounting standards and 
practices to bring financial 
transparency, while safe-
guarding the funds of mem-
bers.

The regulations also re-
quires every Saccos to main-
tain core capital of not less 
than 8 percent of total as-
sets; institutional capital of 
not less than six percent of 
total assets; and net institu-
tional capital of not less than 

six percent of total assets.
During the fourth quar-

ter of last year ended in De-
cember, revised data shows 
Tanzania had 2,857 SACCOS 
countrywide, with northern 
zone leading with the largest 
number.

During the first quarter 
of this year, the northern 
zone, comprises of strong 
economies such as Kili-
manjaro, Tanga and Arusha 
regions had 1,001 SACCOS 
with 223,079 members, 
an increase from 950 with 

217,803 members in Q1, 2021.
This indicates that North-

ern zone has well estab-
lished SACCOS that are com-
plying with the new law and 
regulations. The decrease 
of number of SACCOS was 
recorded by Central zone 
to 323 with 83,466 mem-
bers from 478 SACCOS with 
129,711 members in Q1, 2022.

Another zone which re-
corded the decrease of 
SACCOS was South Eastern 
which went down to 225 
with 39,192 members from 

279 with 62,533 members 
respectively.

In Lake Zone, number of 
SACCOS slightly increased 
to 772 with 126,371 mem-
bers during the first quarter 
of this year from 765 with 
126,998 members during the 
first quarter of last year.

However, number of SAC-
COS in Southern Highlands 
remained flat at 629 dur-
ing the reviewed period, al-
though number of members 
slightly increased to 127,928 
in Q1, 2022 from 126,968 in 
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Q1, 2021.
With the decreased num-

ber of SACCOS, the share 
value slightly gained to 
74.6bn/- from 74.3bn/- re-
spectively, which indicated 
increased number of share 
ownership among existing 
members.

Southern highlands have 
had the largest amount 
of share value amounting 
34.7bn/- during the first 
quarter of this year, followed 
by Northern zone with 
20.2bn/- and South Eastern 
with 10bn/-.

Savings also improved to 
294.1bn/- during the first 
quarter of this year from 
260.3bn/- during similar 
quarter of last year while 
deposits went up to 52bn/- 
from 51.05bn/- respectively, 
with Northern zone leading 
with 11.6bn/- in Q1, 2022, 
followed by Lake zone with 
110.5bn/-.

Loans issued by SACCOS 
countrywide decreased to 
788.5bn/- during the first 
quarter of this year from 
855.4bn/- during the first 
quarter of last year due to 
decreased number of SAC-
COS in different zones. 
Northern zone had the high-
est amount of loans amount-
ing 598.8bn/- in Q1, 2022.

However, outstanding 
loans held by SACCOS’ mem-
bers countrywide increased 
to 442.6bn/-from 414.6bn/- 
respectively, which indicates 
increased borrowing, with 
Northern zone accounting 
for the largest amount of 
348.2bn/- in Q1, 2022.
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Jubilee Holdings Limited Group chairman Nizar Juma

The northern zone, which boasts the strong economies of Kilimanjaro, Tanga and Arusha regions, had 1,001 SACCOS with 223,079 
members, an increase from 950 with 217,803 members in Q1, 2021 PHOTO/FILE

of problems for people in-
volved in informal financial 
transactions in this part of 
the continent. The market 
foresight is phenomenal,” 
says Momar Ndao, presi-
dent of Consumers Associa-
tion of Senegal (ASCOSEN).

While other companies 
rely on USSD codes which 
are dialed on mobile phones 
by users to transfer and re-
ceive funds, Wave deployed 
QR code technology—on 
cards and in app—which are 
simply scanned by an agent 
to complete a transaction.

“The barcodes make it 
easier to carry out transac-
tions. We still have a huge 
population that cannot read 
and write. Dialing USSD 
codes and following instruc-
tions was difficult for many. 
My mother, for example, 

used to send her grandchil-
dren to do her mobile mon-
ey transfers, but now she 
takes her plastic card and 
goes to the agent to carry 
out her transactions,” says 
Aisha Gueye, a Dakar based 
restaurateur.

“Even those who can read 
and write like myself find 
the QR code effortless and 
faster to operate than USSD 
codes,” she says.

Wave provides subscrib-
ers with a spray-printed 
bar code card—the size of a 
bank card—which stores ac-
count information. Alterna-
tively, users can download 
the QR code from the com-
pany’s App and create their 
account. However, phone 
numbers are still used for 
identity authentication, and 
confirmation of transac-

tions when using the card.
If they can reduce their 

fees to 1% that means they 
could have done so long ago 
and still remain in business.

Prior to Wave’s arrival in 
Senegal, French telecoms 
giant, Orange, was the exclu-
sive mobile money operator 
in the west African country 
of 18 million people. More 
than 50% of adults in Sene-
gal have two or more mobile 
money accounts, according 
to GSM Association, a pro-
fessional organization for 
mobile network operators.

“We were paying fees be-
tween 6 and 10 % for sending 
and receiving money and 
for payment of utility bills. 
We had no choice because 
that was the only option 
available. However, when 
Wave entered the scene 
everything changed,” says 
Bernard Zio, a Cote D’Ivoire-
based architect.

Wave imposed a flat fee 
of 1% for sending funds and 
zero fees for receiving and 
settling of utility bills. Ini-
tially spurned by many as 
hype, the measure persisted 
until it subverted the entire 
market, forcing competitors 
to follow suit.

Orange Money and MTN 
Money quickly adjusted 
their fees to 1%, in Senegal 
and Cote D’Ivoire, to avoid 
losing old and new custom-
ers amid the sensation Wave 
had created in the markets. 

Orange said the company 
had to reduce its fees by 80% 
to keep pace with the new 
trend.

It is one of the most re-
markable and effective dis-
ruptions happening on the 
continent in recent years, 
says Stanislas Akueson, eco-
nomic research analyst at 
University of Lome in Togo.

“Every startup in Africa 
needs to take a leaf out 
of Wave’s book. The les-
sons from these events are 
worthwhile. Everything was 
against the company when it 
arrived in 2018. Its competi-
tors had already gained a 
foothold in the market, but 
Wave was able to carve out 
a space for itself by doing 
what others were not doing. 
Wave saw what the big play-
ers did not see, and that is 
what all startups must aim 
at,” he says.

As expected, the upheaval 
sparked some conflicts, no-
tably in Senegal, where some 
locals initially held a rally 
in Dakar to protest against 
the “exorbitant fees” they 
had been paying for money 
transfers, with some activists 
accusing the authorities of 
failing to protect consumers.

“If they can reduce their 
fees to 1% that means they 
could have done so long ago 
and still remain in business. 
We had been paying exor-
bitant fees for nothing. The 
protest was meant to voice 

our anger not only against 
the company but also 
against the government for 
negligence,” says Abdoulaye 
Dia, a former member of 
M23, an influential civil soci-
ety organization in Senegal.

“We want to see more 
of this, where newcomers 
crush monopolies and bring 
down the costs of goods and 
services to the delight of all.”

However, Orange said its 
previous fees were in con-
formity with the price range 
authorized by the authori-
ties—regulators and finance 
ministries. Those fees hap-
pened to be the standard 
across the region, where 
Moov Money of Maroc Tel-
ecom also operates.

Is the 1 percent margin 
profitable? Wave’s detrac-
tors claim it is impossible to 
cover operational costs and 
still have a positive cash flow 
while working at 1 percent.

Moreover, the ripple ef-
fect of the 1 percent rule has 
thrown more than 20,000 
local mobile money distrib-
utors out of business in Sen-
egal, according to reports.

“When the transaction 
fees were between 6 and 
10 percent we used to earn 
a tangible commission that 
helped grow our business. 
Now, with everybody revert-
ing to 1 percent we are prac-
tically working at a loss,” says 
Dakar-based mobile money 
agent Sidiki Diallo.
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 By Guardian Reporter

L
ITTLE is known on whether the gov-
ernment is planning to renew the 
lease contract for the Tanzania In-
ternational Container Terminal Ser-

vices (TICTS), which expires late next month.
Plasduce Mbossa, Director General of the 

Tanzania Ports Authority (TPA), said in an in-
terview yesterday that he wasn’t in a position to 
ascertain what was likely to happen in relation 
to the contract, so long as no decision has been 
made yet.

“Contracts are a secret between two or more 
parties,” he stated, noting that it was so far im-
possible to say if the contract will be extended, 
asking the media to remain patient for the rel-
evant authorities to finish their work.

A well-placed official at TICTS, working with 
the customer service department, similarly said 
she wasn’t in the position to speak on the mat-
ter, refraining from discussing intense lobbying 
on the issue both for extension and against ex-
tension of the lease agreement for another five 
years.

Opponents to another deal among local 
freight forwarders within TPA and other public 
agencies suggest that TICTS has failed to meet 
key contractual obligations like ensuring the 
growth of container traffic at the Dar es Salaam 
port by up to a third each year.

The lease agreement signed in 2017 between 
TICTS and TPA said that renewal upon expiry 
would be strictly subject to TICTS meeting at 
least 80 per cent performance of each of the 
key performance indicators agreed, citing 37 
per cent growth of container traffic annually as 
a key element.

Critics point out that TPA data show that last 
year TICTS managed to deliver a lowly 0.8 per 
cent growth of container cargo at the port, as 
in 2021, TICTS handled 606,169 twenty-foot 
equivalent units (TEUs) of container cargo, 
from 601,654 TEUs in 2020.

They say that over the past five years, while 
rival ports in the region have posted an impres-
sive growth in container cargo, Dar es Salaam 
port has been underperforming, as in 2017, 
TICTS handled 482,836 TEUs, rising to 519,776 
TEUs in 2018 and 605,002 TEUs in 2019. This is 
interpreted differently by other analysts, see-
ing it as a reflection of the country’s economy; 
wider logistics sector attractiveness, etc.

The key comparison, Mombasa port in neigh-
bouring Kenya recorded container traffic of 
1.4m TEUs in 2019 and expects to reach two mil-
lion TEUs this year, TPA and freight forwarders 
officials noted.

In South Africa, authorities have launched an 
ambitious plan to modernise the port of Dur-
ban, which will triple the port’s container cargo 
handling capacity from around three million 
TEUs to 11m TEUs, they say, noting that Dar es 
Salaam port has been losing significant transit 
bound cargo for landlocked countries in east-
ern and southern Africa to rival ports such as 
Mombasa and Durban. Critics say this is ‘partly 
due to inefficiency of the container terminal.’

The Tanzania Association of Freight For-
warders (TAFFA) go a step further, attributing 
apparent underperformance of Dar es Salaam 
port to the failure of TICTS to make major in-
vestment in equipment such as cranes, so as to 
speed up offloading and loading of containers 
from ships.

As a result of this situation, container ships 
parking near the shore off Masaki and Oyster-
bay for several days for their turn to offload 
cargo.

The stakeholders point at a World Bank study 
done a decade ago, airing the finding that inef-
ficiencies and higher fees at the port of Dar es 
Salaam cost consumers more time and money 
than alternative ports, thus importers in neigh-
bouring countries more frequently use the rival 
ports in directing incoming and outgoing cargo.

The World Bank’s Tanzania Economic Up-
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UBA Group flags off Dubai branch
  By Guardian Reporter

AFRICAN banking institutions 
are further anchoring their 
feet into international 
markets with the United Bank 
for Africa (UBA), a Nigerian 
based bank operating in 
many African countries, 
extending its operations to 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE).
The bank opened the branch 
mid last week at the Dubai 

International Financial Centre 
(DIFC), with a UBA statement 
saying that the branch will 
serve corporate and financial 
institutions as well as 
individual customers across 
the Middle East. The focus 
will be on correspondent 
banking, relationship 
management and advisory 
services.
A UBA branch in Dubai will 
harness trading opportunities 
between the Middle East, 

Africa and South Asia, a 
trading zone that experts say 
it comprise of 72 countries 
with a total market of about 
three billion inhabitants and 
a nominal GDP of $7.7trn. 
The bank has reinforced its 
strong trade and capital flows 
franchise between Africa and 
the rest of the world, the 
statement indicated.
The 70 year old bank 
is present in 20 African 
countries, along with Britain, 

the United States and 
France, it said, highlighting 
that the DIFC branch has a 
UAE category four license 
regulated by the Dubai 
Financial Services Authority 
(DFSA) which oversees the 
special economic zone where 
the financial centre is located.
Tony Elumelu, a 
philanthropist and

The supplies handed 
over several supplies 
including; Jadella, 
NXT Implanon, 
Misoprostol 
and injectable 
contraceptive 
(Depo Provera), for 
lifesaving and tools 
for individuals to 
use decision making 
power over their 
own reproductive 
health, if and when 
to have children.
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entrepreneur who chairs the 
UBA Group, said at the launch 
that with the group’s foray 
into the Gulf region, the bank 
is taking the helm when it 
comes to doing business in 
Africa.

“Collaborating with our 
franchises in 20 African 
countries and the major 
financial centres of London, 
New York and Paris, the 
UBA DIFC branch will 
facilitate the financing of 
trade transactions between 
the Middle East and Africa, 

enabling trade finance and 
investments,” he said.
Managing director Kennedy 
Uzoka said with the new 
branch the bank is now 
formally present in four 
continents covering 24 
countries and serving over 
35m customers, the only 

Nigerian bank operating in 
the Gulf zone. Obtaining the 
Dubai licence shows that 
UBA is a strong franchise, 
expanding its reach across the 
world, he declared.
Branch CEO Vikrant Bhansali 
said that trade; commerce 
and investments in Africa 

were expanding in the Gulf 
Region and Asia. Leveraging 
the presence of UBA Group 
in global financial centres, 
the branch will enhance 
the ability of the group 
to facilitate access of Gulf 
investors and banks to 
African markets, he added.

UBA Group flags off Dubai branch

Former Prime Minister Mizengo Pinda (L), exchanges greetings with the French Ambassador to Tanzania, Nabil Hajloui, at 
a French national Day event held at the ambassador’s residence in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. Photo: Correspondent 
Jumanne Juma

date (TEU) of 2013 identified “failure 
to invest in appropriate infrastructure” 
as one of the key factors for Dar es 
Salaam port’s inefficiencies. With the 
container terminal contract lasting five 
years after an initial 10 years contract 
implies that equipping the port was to 
be done by the government.
President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
aired criticism of Dar es Salaam port 
administration earlier this month for 
inefficiency, removing director general 
Eric Hamissi, with Plasduce Mbossa 
appointed to the position with his work 
cut out for him: improve efficiency.
The port handles 90 per cent of 
Tanzanian trade and serves six 
landlocked countries of Malawi, Zambia, 
Burundi, Rwanda, Uganda and the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC).
TICTS was incorporated on April 19, 
2000 and five months later it was 
awarded a 10-year contract to lease the 
container terminal, as global advisory 
and lending agencies wanted a change 
in the way the port was operating.
To end an interminable debate, in the 
penultimate days of the third phase 
government in September 2005, when 
TICTS was halfway through its contract, 
the deal was extended by a whopping 
15 years, an insurance cover against 
lobbies to stop its extension five years 
later.
Analysts believe the incoming 
leadership would have advised the 
outgoing president to extend the 
contract so that the fourth phase 
doesn’t have to oversee a debate about 
the issue, as bitter criticism raged 
on TICTS poor performance of the 
container terminal and presumed loss 
of government revenues.
Critics similarly affirm that TICTS has 
politically-connected local shareholding, 
including former cabinet minister Nazir 
Karamagi, while the majority part is 
held by Hutchison International Port 
Holdings Ltd of Hong Kong.
Still some critics see the presence of 
a few top officials and businessmen 
as a coat of paint to give the new 
company an international look with a 
local touch, individuals well known to 
the government and having the right 
outlook for the national interest being 
part of the company’s management and 
board of directors.
With these issues not being made clear, 
for two decades, the TICTS contract has 
been the subject of much controversy, 
with MPs and a range of stakeholders 
seeing the firm as a nuisance in running 
the port.
The National Assembly, in the heat of 
the regrettable Richmond scandal, a 
resolution in April 2008 demanding 
that the government annul the TICTS 
contract renewal as irregular.
The fourth phase government 
predictably failed to carry out that 
resolution and instead extended the 
contract for another five years in 2017, 
itself signed less than a year after the 
then President John Magufuli directed 
TPA to review its contract with TICTS, 
saying it did not benefit the country.
Prof Mussa Assad, the former 
Controller and Auditor General (CAG) 
in his 2014/15 annual report, listed 
shortcomings in the TICTS contract, 
advising the government to review 
the lease agreement, “with a view 
to ensuring that public interests are 
protected.”
Prof Assad had come into the position 
late in the financial year, with much 
of the work compiled under his 
predecessor, Ludovic Utouh. The 2017 
contract had the government doubling 
the annual fee that TICTS pays for 
leasing the terminal from $7m to $14m. 
The fee is projected to be increased 
each year by 3.8 percent in the deal.
The point about TICTS being required 
to ensure the growth of container 
traffic by 37 percent annually sort of 
surprises a few observers, as it is way 
out of touch with reality, and may have 
been inserted in view of the traditional 
opposition to a private sector agent 
operating the lucrative and often 
corrupt cargo handling function at the 
port.

TPA mum on 
TICTS contract 
renewal plan

Bimkubwa Nassor (R), a representative of Subira Nzuri seaweed farmers group, briefs Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi shortly after the president presented fishing gear and a boat at 
Mjini Magharibi in Zanzibar yesterday. Photo: Zanzibar State House
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Dr Felix Bundala, the coordinator for new-
born and child health in the ministry, said that 
reproductive health is one of the government’s 
top priorities as stated in the 2020-2025 na-
tional development plan, in which case the 
donation complements government efforts to 
widen access to family planning services.

The supplies handed over several supplies 
including; Jadella, NXT Implanon, Misoprostol 
and injectable contraceptive (Depo Provera), 
for lifesaving and tools for individuals to use 

decision making power over their own repro-
ductive health, if and when to have children.

The UNFPA exercises a supplies partner-
ship, looking forward to further engagement 
with the government this year in establish-
ing a country solid compact and solidifying 
shared commitment of future funding for re-
productive health supplies, he said.

Contraceptives need in Tanzania was not 
being fully met and the demand is high, he 
elaborated, while 

Kemi Williams, the UK department’s de-
velopment director, said from 2015 to 2021 

UNFPA and FCDO procured 53 per cent of the 
reproductive health supplies in Tanzania.
“We estimate that these supplies will 
help avoid nine million unintended 
pregnancies, prevent nearly one 
million maternal deaths, avert two 
million unsafe abortions and save 
$756m in direct health supplies,” the 
director projected.
Mavere Tukai, director general for 
Medical Store Department (MSD), said 
the agency’s role is to ensure that the supplies 
are available in health centres across the 

country, taking up from UNFPA executive 
director Dr Natalia Kanem in remarks that 
when individuals are able to exercise real 
informed choice over their health, bodies 
and future, they can contribute to more 
prosperous societies and a more sustainable, 
equitable and just world.

The Tanzania Demographic and Health Sur-
vey (TDHS) 2015–2016 indicates that the coun-
try’s unmet need for contraceptives stands at 
22 per cent among married women aged  be-
tween 15 and 49 years and 23.5 per cent among 
young women aged between 20 and 24 years.

UNFPA, UK office in $4.6m supplies for preventing teen pregnancies, deaths
FROM PAGE 1

FROM PAGE 1

The disease is largely preva-
lent in tropical regions with 
hot weather, where animals 
such as rats, wild dogs, wilde-
beest and others are infected 
and become vectors of the 
bacteria via water points, 
when water sources are pol-
luted with urine of infected 
animals.

People are affected by con-
tact with water as the bacteria 
can enter the human body 
through broken skin or eye 
mucous, mouth or nose. Di-
rect infections from one per-
son to another is less likely to 
occur, a ministerial statement 
had earlier explained.

Dr. Aifello  Sichalwe, the 
chief medical officer, formed a 
joint task force team involving 
headquarters and Ruangwa 

district council medical staff, 
drawn from the epidemics 
department, the chief govern-
ment chemist, the National 
Institute of Medical Research 
(NIMR), the Muhimbili Univer-
sity of Health and Allied Sci-
ences (MUHAS), upon hearing 
of the disease outbreak.

Last October, Sokoine Uni-
versity of Agriculture (SUA) 
experts conducted a study 
which called for steps to 
contain an alarming rate of 
Leptospirosis-a little known 
neglected disease which is 
silently spreading, affecting 
increasing portions of the 
population by being too close 
too wildlife watering points.

SUA said in study findings 
that awareness of the disease 
was low among the general 
public and health care provid-
ers.

FROM PAGE 1

Mgunda fever: All 
must avoid contact 
with exposed water
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By Getrude Mbago 

THE government is plan-
ning to conduct a special as-
sessment study to further find 
out major reasons pushing 
people not to write wills and 
later come up with robust 
strategies to address the gap 
and increase awareness to the 
public.

Permanent secretary in the 
Ministry of Constitutional and 
Legal Affairs, Mary Makondo 
made the statement  yesterday 
in Dar es Salaam when open-
ing the stakeholders meeting 
organised by the Registration, 
Insolvency and Trusteeship 
Agency (RITA).

According to her, many con-
flicts that occur in families 
especially after the demise 
of key family members were 
caused due to lack of wills.

“Unfortunately once par-
ents die and don’t leave any 
statement on properties or 
wills, women and children 
are the most victims of this 
as many of them end up be-

ing chased by family members 
with children failing to con-
tinue with studies, something 
which ruins their whole life,” 
she said.

She said RITA has already 
prepared a special question-
naire and will soon conduct 
the assessment which will 
come up with more evidence 
to enable the government act 
accordingly.

“The ministry has directed 
RITA to prepare a special pro-
posal that highlights major 
strategic plans to facilitate 
sustainable and smooth iden-
tification and registration of 
key life events which also in-
clude finding out challenges 
on will writing,” she said.

She further called for collec-
tive efforts from stakeholders 
and partners to heavily edu-
cate the public on the impor-
tance of writing wills so as to 
help reduce ‘unnecessary’ 
conflicts in the society.

Makondo further said iden-
tification and registration of 
key life events is important in 

supporting the government 
plan well for its people.

“We have organised this 
meeting to discuss and share 
ideas on building more re-
silient systems that provide 
innovative, integrated and 
decentralised services,” she 
said.

Angela Anatory, chief exec-
utive officer of RITA said the 
agency provides a number of 
services apart from register-
ing key life events.

“RITA also works in the 
administration of deceased 
estates, custodian of proper-
ties of minors who have no 
guardian, incorporation of 
trusts, writing and keeping 
of wills, so the public should 
seize these services,” she 
said.

She said RITA has so far 
kept in custody about 600 
wills across the country since 
the inception of this service 
in 2008 and is encourag-
ing more people to prepare 
theirs for the agency to keep 
and supervise them.

She said the agency will also 
conduct a study to further 
find out why people are not 
writing wills and later invest 
in more innovative strategies 
to increase awareness to the 
public.

She said the agency will con-
tinue investing in digital sys-
tems so as to facilitate smooth 
provision of services by serv-
ing those in urban areas and 
reaching all in the rural areas.

Angela cited an exam-
ple of the ongoing gender-
responsive simplified birth 
registration system to regis-
ter children under the age of 
five which is paying positive 
outcomes in all the 23 regions 
which the programme has 
reached.

Implemented by the gov-
ernment in collaboration with 
partners such as UNICEF, Tigo 
and the Canadian govern-
ment, the programme aims to 
reach all under-five children 
across the country.

“Under the system children 
can be registered and given 

Study planned on why people often reluctant to write wills
birth certificates at a short time in ward offices 
and health centres compared to the previous time 
when parents had to travel to reach district offic-
ers to get the service,” she said.

She noted that since the programme com-
menced in 2013, a total of 7.7 million children un-
der the age of five have been registered and given 
birth  certificates across 23 regions in Tanzania 
Mainland.

“As a public entity we are working hard to ensure 
that the public get better and competitive services 
and meet people’s expectations, hence contribut-

ing immensely to the country’s industrialisation 
agenda. This is also in line with the working spirit 
of the sixth-phase government,” she said.

UNICEF Tanzania official Maud Droogleever For-
tuijn said the birth and deaths registration is vital 
as it helps the government to plan well for its peo-
ple and the country.

“Tanzania is a key partner to us; we have been 
supporting Rita to have the best gender responsive 
systems for smooth identification of key life events 
and well we will continue supporting the country 
in various development initiatives,” she said.

UNFPA country representative (in Tanzania) Mark Bryan Schreiner (C), Health ministry maternal and child health coordinator Dr Felix 
Bundala (R) and FCDO (UKAID) director of development Kemi Williams hold one of the boxes of reproductive health drugs worth US$4.6 
million extended as assistance to the ministry at a function held in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

Address challenges facing 
Kibong’oto Hospital - VP

By Guardian Correspondent, Siha

THE Vice President, Dr Philip Mpango, has directed the Health min-
istry to make sure all problems facing the Kibong’oto Infectious Diseas-
es Hospital in Siha District, Kilimanjaro Region are solved as quickly as 
possible to provide better services to the people.

Among the challenges that need prompt solutions include dilapi-
dated infrastructures, shortage of staff and modern equipment and 
its continuing to be dependent even though it was named to be the 
National Infectious Diseases Hospital. 

During his working visit in Kilimanjaro region, Dr Mpango said as far 
as the government is concerned, the institution is strategic, and added 
that there is need for the ministry to ensure it gets all its requirements 
including modern testing equipment.  

“The issue of dilapidated infrastructure as well as budget constraints 
was addressed in the current budget, but I understand that Health Min-
ister Ummy Mwalimu expects to get money from the global fund and 
The Center of Disease Control and Privation hence you should make 
sure this hospital receives first priority in regard to funds allocation. 

The Ministry should liaise with the Office of the President (Public 
Service Management) to see how it can increase human resources 
even though not to 100 per cent. 

“And regarding the hospital becoming self-reliant, I should say that 
you should make sure the process is completed because I understand 
it had already begun and I suggest its completion should be within the 
current Fiscal Year,” said Dr Mpango.  

He also called on the ministry to improve its monitoring system on 
patients suffering from communicable diseases to make sure any re-
ports in the country are promptly addressed in time. 

“Continue to be close to the people especially at dispensaries and 
health centres, especially in regard to TB sufferers as the disease is 
curable as 93 per cent of sufferers recover,” he added.

Meanwhile, Deputy Minister in the ministry said the government 
has provided funds to all local councils countrywide. Health centres in 
234 divisions involving more than 117bn/-. 
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Adopt ethical behaviour, court officials advised
By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA High Court Registrar, 
Wilbert Chuma has called on court 
officials to adopt ethical behaviour in 
their duties and avoid acts that will 
stain their respect to the society they 
serve.

Chuma said in regard to magis-
trates, it would be better to adhere to 

ethics that basically require them to 
reduce friends and spurn many social 
issues including WhatsApp groups, 
business associates and other social 
groups that can stain the judiciary.

Chuma made the remarks in Lush-
oto yesterday when opening training 
seminar to assistant resident magis-
trates for court records recently em-
ployed.

He called on the new employees to 
build the habit of learning and under-
standing the judicial culture and live 
by it while abiding by duty limitations 
and respecting other parameters. 

Chuma stressed that work disci-
pline also goes in tandem in respect-
ing fellow officials and to make sure 
the judiciary continues to be accepted 
by the community it serves to attain 

its vision.
The High Court Registrar added 

that magistrates must understand 
that they are also public officials who 
are supposed to make sure when in 
court they do not humiliate and dis-
respect people irrespective whether 
these are advocates, witnesses, ac-
cused persons, court officials or even 
fellow magistrates.

He also called on the new employ-
ees to cooperate with the other offi-
cials they will find at their work sta-
tions so as to make sure the judiciary 
continues to provide excellent service 
in regard to the dispensation of jus-
tice.

The new officials will have the op-
portunity to learn issues that touch 
their personal lives for example to 

protect themselves against stress and 
adopt self-discipline in regard to per-
sonal financial expenditure and other 
issues.

They will also be taught issues con-
cerning their professions including 
hearing of civil and criminal cases, 
cases on inheritance, marriages, di-
vorce, writing of judgements and sen-
tencing.

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

DR DOROTHY Gwajima, the Minister 
for Community Development, Gender, 
Women and Special Groups has called 
upon a task force that has been review-
ing women and gender development 
policy to go back to stakeholders for 
more opinions. 

Dr Gwajima made the remarks when 
receiving the report from the task force 
in Dar es Salaam at the weekend while 
praising it for the work already done.

At the event Dr Gwajima was ac-
companied by her deputy, Mwanaidi 
Ali Khamis, Permanent Secretary Dr 
Zainab Chaula, Deputy Permanent Sec-
retary, Dr Amon Mpanju and other min-

istry’s officials. 
She said there is need to get more 

opinions from various stakeholders 
from various groups, including men be-
cause in order for the policy to become 
meaningful it is necessary to reach all 
stakeholders for their views.

Contributing to the debate after 
submission of the report, an expert on 
gender issues, Prof Linda Mhando from 
Interfiri Ltd, Dr Gwajima said the policy 
will be meaningful if this was done. 

“When we prepare this policy, it is 
necessary to interrelate with other 
crosscutting ministries, for instance the 
ministry dealing with youth that is now 
under the Prime Minister’s Office,” Dr 
Gwajima said.

Meanwhile, her deputy, Mwanaidi Ali 
Khamis said it is important to engage 
various stakeholders who are capable 
to provide professional advice as quick-
ly as possible.

In the same vein, the Ministry’s Per-
manent Secretary, Dr Zainab Chaula 
said it is essential to look into civil soci-
ety organisations (CSOs) so that anyone 
with views for improving the policy 
should incorporate them in order to 
satisfy the nation’s needs.

At the end of June this year, the Min-
istry Permanent Secretary, Dr Zainab 
Chaula formed a 10-man task force 
led by the Acting Director of the Gen-
der Development Department, Grace 
Mwangwa to review the 2000 policy.

Task force reviewing gender policy 
told to engage more stakeholders 

Tanzania Agricultural Research Institute (TARI) director general Dr Geof-
frey Mkamilo (R) briefs Agriculture deputy minister Anthony Mavunde 
(3rd-L) at a Farmers’ Field Day event held at the institute’s Hombolo Cen-
tre in Dodoma Region yesterday. The Day was meant to introduce farm-
ers to organic mineral fertilisers recently produced by ITRACOM Fertilis-
ers Ltd. Photo: Correspondent Valentine Oforo

By Correspondent Theresia Victor

WWF Tanzania Deputy Coun-
try Director, Dr Lawrence Mb-
wambo has suggested the need 
for the government to invest sus-
tainably in infrastructure to pro-
tect the country’s environment 
and support people’s livelihoods.

Dr Mbwambo made the sug-
gestion in Dar es Salaam yester-
day during a two-day capacity 
building training organised for 
the Capital Market and Security 
Authority (CMSA) staff on envi-
ronmental and social impact for 
markets and bonds.

Dr Mbwambo who is the WWF 
conservation director said that 
to have sustainable investment 
and infrastructure while protect-
ing environment can benefit the 
people economically and social-
ly as well.

The training programmes are 
meant to protect both environ-
ment and livelihoods by finding 
ways to improve the manage-
ment and productivity of the 
land whilst sustaining the unique 
biodiversity.

 He noted that WWF is working 
with the CMSA staff to support 
the capacity building and aware-
ness on the Environmental and 
Social impacts for markets and 
bonds, Environmental and Social 
Governance (ESG) on finance.

“This is part of awareness ses-
sions towards the development 

of ESG Framework to guide 
sustainable financing to the 
capital market and financial in-
stitutions,” he said, noting that 
sustainable financing is part of 
the activities whereby the pro-
gramme is working with the fi-
nancial sectors in the promotion 
of sustainable banking princi-
ples, green financing products, 
development of frameworks as 
well as regulations and policies 
towards sustainable financing.

“As WWF we’re here to help 
local communities conserve the 
natural resources they depend 
upon, transform markets and 
policies toward sustainability 
and protect and restore species 
and their habitats and our goal is 
to ensure that the value of nature 
is reflected in decision-making 
from a local to a global scale,” he 
noted. 

CMSA Director General Nic-
odemus Mkama said investors 
need to use the resources avail-
able at the area while preserving 
the environment because it has a 
social impact for the market and 
the country at large.

“Through the training  we’ll be 
able to widen our understanding 
on the concept of Environmen-
tal, Social and Governance (ESG) 
in capital markets and bonds as 
well as the process of develop-
ment of ESG framework based 
on the experience from Kenya 
Capital Market,’’ he noted.

WWF director stresses need for government to 
invest in infrastructure to protect environment 

By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza 
MWANZA Region has set aside over 2.3/- billion to entrepreneurial 

groups as part of 10 per cent of local revenue that should be issued to 
youth, women, and people with special needs.

Addressing a press conference here yesterday, Mwanza Region Com-
missioner Eng Robert Gabriel said that the loans are part of the govern-
ment support in the 2022/23 financial year.

“I advised the borrowers to make sure they repay that loan on time 
so that other groups can access it in the future,” he said.

He noted: “I urge all group members who will benefit from the loans 
to use the funds for the intended purpose.”

Gabriel also called upon borrowers to carry out development activi-
ties instead of using the funds for activities other than the group’s ob-
jectives, which could lead to failure to repay the loan.

He has also ordered other beneficiary groups that received loans in 
past years and moved outside the region to come back and repay the 
loans so as to assist other groups who are in need.

“Next week, I’m planning to meet a number of groups who have tak-
en the loans about three years ago, I advise them to surrender to my 
office and arrange a good payment method,” the RC said.

He also said that his efforts in a special operation of only 5 months 
have enabled the return of over 1.04bn from the entrepreneurship 
groups who received the loans.

“We are still on special operations to ensure that all the money that 
was given to women, youth and disabled groups are returned so as to 
be given to others,” he said.

Mwanza allocates 2.3bn/- in loans to 
women, youth, PwDs in 2022/23 FY
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By Correspondent George Sembony, 
Korogwe

THE government has set aside 
3.8bn/- for bridge construction 
connecting two wards in Korogwe 
District Council in Tanga Region.

The idea is also meant to save 
Mswaha Darajani residents from 
vicious crocodiles at Ruvu River.

The bridge’s construction is a 
fulfillment of a promise made by 
President Samia Suluhu Hassan 
two days prior to her accession to 
the top office in the land.

The villagers have endured in-
cidents of being attacked by croc-
odiles while crossing the river, a 
move that made them use boats 
as clever individuals generated 
cash through services offering 
to cross people charging at least 
1000/-.

At least four people have been 
killed by crocodiles this year 
alone according to Zuberi Mb-
wana, a resident of Majengo, 
Mswaha.

“I also nearly became a snack 
for crocodiles when I fell here 
while riding a motorcycle. My two 
motorcycles have all perished in 
the river,” he said.

Another resident, Miraji Athum-
ani Msanga claimed that the vil-
lagers were suffering as a result of 
challenges with river crossing. 

He claimed that because of the 

difficulties with the bridge, even 
ladies were delivering in the river 
when trying to cross the river to 
the hospital.

Commencement of the con-
struction of a permanent bridge at 
the village was received as a big re-
lief by the residents of two wards 
in the district council.

Korogwe Rural MP, Timotheo 
Mnzava during his visit to the area 
said that construction is scheduled 
to begin because the contractor 
has completed mobilizing the nec-
essary equipment and supplies.

He said the project would take 18 
months to complete and he urged 
the contractor to make sure that it 
was finished as scheduled.

Mnzava commended President 
Samia for coming to their rescue af-
ter many years of struggles to cross 
the river full of crocodiles.

According to him, construct-
ing the bridge also entails build-
ing a gravel grade road from the 
Kwasunga area to the bridge.

Bridge construction project 
manager Joel Mkinga added that 
procedures were the reason for 
the delayed start of construction, 
stating: “Construction will be con-
cluded in September of next year. 
We’ve finished deploying equip-
ment and materials.”

Athumani expressed the hopes 
of the villagers by saying the 
mere start of construction work is 
changing things.

Govt sets aside 3.8bn/- for building bridge
connecting two wards in Korogwe District 

Govt to shorten 104km Rungwe-Makete road to 9kms
By Guardian Correspondent, Rungwe

THE government has started con-
struction of a road linking Mbeya and 
Njombe regions through Rungwe and 
Makete districts in order to ease road 
transport challenges for the residents 
of the area.

This has come four years after Lu-
teba ward residents in Rungwe Dis-
trict began digging the road using 

hand hoes. The residents decided to 
do so in order to shorten the distance 
to reach Ikonda Hospital in Makete 
District.

When the road project is complet-
ed, it will reduce the distance linking 
the two areas to nine kms from more 
than 104 kms.

MBEYA Region’s TANROADS man-
ager, Eng Matari Masige said road 
construction work has already started 

and is at advanced stage.
He said the road is 9.5 kms long and 

that so far 7.2km stretch has already 
been constructed by the contractor 
with about two kms remaining.

“This road was previously nonexist-
ent, this work, when completed we 
shall embark on the second phase by 
building bridges and culverts, thereaf-
ter vehicles can start using the road,” 
Eng Masige said.

He said the road is being built from 
internal funds and will cost 905m/- to 
ease transport services for Rungwe 
and Makete districts residents.

“As for now, in order for Rungwe 
residents to reach Makete they are 
forced to go round through Kiwira, 
Isyonje, Igoma, Kibondo – more than 
104 kms away, but after the road’s 
completion they will travel only nine 
kms,” said Eng Masige.

Meanwhile, deputy works minister, 
Atupele Mwakibete visited the road 
saying it is the policy of the govern-
ment to link all regions in the country 
and that the road is part of that policy.

Atupele, who is also the Member of 
Parliament for Rungwe constituency 
said the road is part of communica-
tion and it is a saviour for his constitu-
ents, Rungwe District and both Mbeya 
and Njombe regions and it will also 

boost the area’s economy.
He further said the road will also 

boost tourism at Kitulo National Park 
as tourists will travel with ease to 
Matema and Ngonga beaches on Lake 
Nyasa. Makete District Commissioner, 
Juma Swebe said the road is essential 
especially to Makete District residents 
who will have the opportunity to 
do trade with their Rungwe District 
counterparts. 

Matari Masige (L), a Tanzania National Roads Agency (Tanroads) manager, briefs Works and Transport deputy minister Atupele Mwakibete at Luteba village at the 
weekend on progress in the construction of a road meant to link Makete District in Njombe Region and Rungwe District in Mbeya Region. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Fuel procuring competition 
usable with ample supplies

IT appears that the debate on bulk oil 
procurement will not end anytime soon 
even after the government made some 
decisions towards the closure of the re-
cent Budget sessions of the National As-
sembly.

Top officials of the Energy and Water 
Utilities Regulatory Authority (EWURA) 
have been at pains to remind stakehold-
ers agitating for competition in fuel 
procurement to admit that the bulk pro-
curement system guarantees security 
and quality of fuel alongside promoting 
and indeed ensuring price stability.

The tone of recent remarks to that 
end may have had an element of sur-
prise in it, with some people not quite 
sure at which platforms issues were be-
ing set out and which they were being 
analysed and settled.

For one thing, the earlier phase of the 
debate was resolved with the govern-
ment decision to keep bulk procure-
ment, but with a proviso that com-
panies that can find lower purchase 
sources be free to import fuel and sell 
it at the same indicative prices or less 
than the bulk import stock – for them to 
clear their cargo fast.

The proviso would appear to settle 
the issue, but it is coming back because 
there are voices which are pushing the 
idea of competition as a value in itself, 
ignoring the tendering contest and 
wishing for a free market of oil imports. 
What it implies is that these are unhap-
py with the solution provided, so start 
again.

Why is this so? The reason can be 
fairly simple: that the easiest way to 
create a class of new billionaires within 
months is to free the oil importation 
market and let those importing and 
retailing sell the community at prices 
they please. Public opinion is primed for 
sharp price rises so to speak, that some 
quarters will say that it is all not due to 
a scheme to tear up bulk procurement 
but due to the war in Ukraine affecting 

global supplies and thus prices.
Those who want to make a quick 

buck often take a ride with public com-
mon sense or government ability to rea-
son, wishing that it simply dictates in line 
with their interests – and it is doubly so 
if some indigenous firms want to import 
oil.

The benefits of the bulk importation 
system for fuel are well known and ac-
knowledged, while the contested issue 
is the extent to which competition might 
help in the current situation.

Here it is evident that the hallowed 
idea of competition is chiefly being used 
to snare authorities into tearing up bulk 
procurement so that competition can 
work, which is inaccurate.

If the bulk importer is buying a tonne 
of oil at say one million US dollars and a 
“crafty” importer can find such supplies 
for anything less, the latter can buy it, 
sell at some percentage points less than 
cap indicative prices and thus obtain a 
super profit in return.

But the stakeholders aren’t rushing 
to do this, apparently. The reason is 
that such supplies are hard to locate 
or are in fact non-existent, and so they 
want bulk procurement out, first.

What is hence evident is that there is 
room for competition even with bulk 
procurement but traders or deal mak-
ers aren’t pursuing that niche partly 
because they aren’t after good busi-
ness beneficial to the country.

So let it be said that if the idea of 
competition is workable in periods of 
tight supplies and high prices as at the 
moment, let it be seen directly, as any 
number of companies sure of market 
outlets on the basis of the prices they 
will be demanding can obtain bank 
credit for large imports and do a ‘kill-
ing’ in the market.

Demanding that bulk importation 
be rescinded to give way to competition 
would have some relation to the Pied 
Piper of Hamelin fairy tale.

Food price stress routine, 
not same as supply crisis 

THERE is some disquiet over 
the prices of grain and other sta-
ple foods, especially maize, which 
are said to be rising in many parts 
of the country.

This is understandable as any 
resulting shortage would natu-
rally make it difficult for some 
families to assure themselves of 
regular meals.

A recent random survey showed 
that prices had doubled or tripled, 
depending on the product (grain 
or flour) as well as the region (or 
market) where one would make a 
purchase.

Officials see relatively lower 
rains in the past season as to 
blame, while some quarters 
dream of a situation where our 
grain does not unofficially cross 
borders.

The technical weaknesses of 
the farming environment itself is 
illustrated by data showing that 
maize, the most important staple 
in our country’s urban and rural 
areas, takes up 45 per cent of sea-
sonally cultivated areas.

This statistic is a good indica-
tor on how deeply immersed in 
the “traditional economy” we still 
are, as maize can be produced by 
a dozen or hundredfold mecha-
nised commercial agro-entrepre-
neurs.

The United States, with vastly 
larger maize, cotton or wheat out-
put, has five per cent of the popu-
lation living on the land directly.

There are areas where the price 
change range isn’t something to 
write home about – for instance, 
at Shinyanga municipality’s main 
market, where maize flour is re-
ported to fetch 1,500/- per kilo up 
from 1,300/- three months ago.

The trouble might not be where 

the price now stands but that the 
tendency of prices increasing per-
sists, as 20 kg of maize that used 
to sell at 7,000 now costs 20,000.

Traders were getting maize at 
quite low prices earlier and must 
now cough up more cash, with-
out passing the ratios of farm gate 
price rises to the retail buyer.

Looking at current prices, one 
starts wondering if urban con-
sumers used to get grain rela-
tively on the cheap, if at Dodoma 
Region’s Kibaigwa international 
crop market this season the maize 
price rose to 820/- per kilo from 
600/- at the start of the season, a 
far cry from when the price was 
just 350/- per kilo.

While urban publicists an-
nounce something akin to a cri-
sis given the rises in the prices of 
staple grains, there are reports 
of some farmers in the Southern 
Highlands regions playing for 
time – as it were – in selling their 
produce, apparently waiting for 
higher prices in the coming weeks 
or months.

It’s small wonder, then, that a 
containerful of maize that used 
to fetch 5,000/- now goes for 
16,000/-, presumably making 
farmers better off now than was 
the case earlier.

This situation is evidently good 
for the farmers as it makes agro-
sector activity more efficient, 
attracts more producers and en-
sures steady supply of grain.

However, the trend is not totally 
without consequences to other 
segments of society – even the 
farmers themselves – and hence 
the need for intervention meant 
to mitigate the impact of the sud-
den rise in food prices while the 
shortages last.    

Latin American initiative showcases how 
to consolidate entrepreneurial journalism
By Special Correspondent

AS the media world changes rapidly, journalism 
schools find it difficult to keep up. The relevant 
skills journalists need today are often missing 
from their curricula, particularly when they con-
cern the business of journalism. This case study is 
drawn from a collection of inspiring initiatives on 
ensuring media viability, written by Larry Kilman 
for UNESCO.

In today’s media environment, when jobs are 
scarce, more journalists have to strike out on their 
own, but they lack the business skills they would 
need to create their own digital news enterprises.

Without those skills, even the best-intentioned 
reporters and storytellers will likely fail to build 
sustainable enterprises from which to share their 
work.

Mijal Iastrebner, co-Founder and Director of 
SembraMedia, experienced this knowledge gap 
first-hand. For three years, while still in university, 
she ran a popular magazine in Argentina’s capital 
Buenos Aires called Cultra.

However, she struggled to develop a revenue 
model when newsprint shortages decimated the 
business and online was the only recourse.

“We couldn’t print anymore. We did have a digi-
tal platform, but we didn’t know how to build a 
business from it,” she said.

Iastrebner’s university couldn’t provide much 
help. “They were teaching the core skills but noth-
ing around the business models,” she said, adding: 
“I thought we should know these things when we 
graduate. I should have the skills, and the universi-
ties should keep us updated.”

The magazine ultimately closed, but Iastrebner 
continued her search. In 2012, as she gathered 
promising cases, she began teaching workshops 
about what she had learned.

And she began meeting like-minded people, in-
cluding her future business partner, Janine Warn-
er, who was teaching entrepreneurial journalism 
at the Knight Centre for Journalism in the Ameri-
cas at the University of Texas.

The pair began mapping online revenue strate-
gies and innovative approaches, created a network 
of journalism entrepreneurs and professors inter-
ested in the subject, and founded SembraMedia.

They developed an Online Directory that 
mapped the independent digital native media, in-
cluding information about their teams, their inno-
vations and their business models. The directory 
today maps more than 800 journalistic organisa-
tions.

SembraMedia continued to share best prac-
tices, digital resources and funding opportunities 
for media entrepreneurs. In 2017, the organisa-
tion published “Inflection Point,” a study of Latin 
American digital news enterprises, which exam-
ined their challenges and opportunities and the 
diverse business models that are keeping those 
media afloat.

“Inflection Point”, published with support from 
the Omidyar Network, was the first comprehen-
sive study of digital media entrepreneurs in Latin 
America, the risks they face, and whether a viable 
business model for independent, quality journal-
ism has emerged in the region.

One hundred digital media from Argentina, Bra-
zil, Colombia and Mexico were studied – 25 from 
each country.

“Inflection Point” and its case studies provided 

the foundation to develop a new en-
trepreneurial journalism curriculum.

Iastrebner explained: “We had a 
lot of theories about startups, but 
we hadn’t had a chance to prove that 
they worked in this ecosystem. Now 
there is proof. We published “Inflec-
tion Point” in 2017, and that informs 
every training we do.”

She elaborated: “We always sus-
pected that diversifying revenue was 
key – like instantly – but when we 
wrote “Inflection Point”, we proved 
that the media that were successful 
had multiple revenue sources. More 
than 66 per cent of the media we in-
terviewed had three or more active 
revenue sources.”

SembraMedia also did a deep dive 
into how business and entrepreneur-
ship were being taught in Latin Amer-
ican journalism schools, publishing 
the results in “Starting Point”.

It profiled entrepreneurial journal-
ism professors, examined the content 
of programmes and their impact, and 
made recommendations for expan-
sion and improvements.

“We didn’t only map the universi-
ties that teach it, but we also meas-
ured the results they had, the three 
per cent of the universities that actu-
ally teach entrepreneurial journal-
ism,” Iastrebner said.

“We found out there is really a high 
number of new media created from 
these universities, and we thought it 
was crucial that we build the network 
and create and provide materials for 
them to start teaching more easily,” 
she added.

The Network of Professors of En-
trepreneurial Journalism, which 
includes educators from nearly 20 
countries, proved to be key.

“We found that universities are not 
super easy about adding new things 
to their curricula, or changing their 
curricula,” Iastrebner noted, adding: 
“The ones that are updating them-
selves constantly are the professors. 
So, we really confirmed the idea that 
the professors will make the change.”

The network also serves as the test-
ing and training platform for a new 
approach to entrepreneurship for 
journalism students.

“We ended up developing curricu-
la that nobody had,” Iastrebner said, 
adding: “For those who wanted to 
include it in their programme, it was 
already developed and had our sup-
port and credibility. We worked with 
the network to test the curricula, be-
fore it was launched in 2019.”

The curriculum has also been 
strengthened by SembraMedia’s con-
tinuing work with hundreds of digital 
native media entrepreneurs in Latin 
America and the connections it pro-
vides between journalists and other 
social entrepreneurs. Its regional net-

work represents more than 800 digi-
tal publications, sharing best practic-
es and innovative ideas.

The curriculum, developed with 
aid from the Google News Initiative, 
defines the concept of journalistic en-
trepreneurship, with examples and 
case studies, introduces a range of 
funding sources and provides a step-
by-step plan for building a concept, 
developing viable products and im-
plementing a business plan.

It provides needed business ex-
pertise to journalists who very often 
enter the profession for idealistic rea-
sons, focused more on their mission 
than on making money.

In addition to making the cur-
riculum available to professors, Sem-
braMedia offers courses directly to 
journalists themselves, through the 
SembraMedia Virtual School – a plat-
form of educational resources on the 
tools and strategies needed to ven-
ture into entrepreneurial journalism.

The school offers more than 30 
courses, each about an hour-long, 
on a wide variety of entrepreneurial 
journalism topics. These include how 
to develop business models, how to 
pitch projects to fundraisers, how 
to create and manage teams, com-
munications, and creating personal 
brands.

The platform is also a resource for 
professors using the journalism cur-
riculum: instead of assigning a chap-
ter of a book for homework, they can 
ask students to review and complete 
the activities in one of the school’s 
classes.

Getting the curriculum into wider 
use is the next challenge. In 2020, 
SembraMedia began two regional 
programmes, one for students and 
one for professors.

Among the participants were 
more than 100 professors who had 
never taught entrepreneurial journal-
ism but wanted to include it in their 
courses.

The next year SembraMedia began 
a series of national programmes for 
professors and students, beginning 
with 30 professors in Argentina, fol-
lowed by similar initiatives elsewhere 
in South America.

“We now have a more diversified 
cohort of professors, from different 
provinces in Argentina. We wanted 
to go outside the big cities,” said Ias-
trebner, adding: “We provide not only 
training and networking but also 
monthly newsletters to keep them 
updated.”

“It’s not only talking and training on 
how to use the curricula, but it’s also 
to keep them updated and linked to 
the network so that they can keep 
teaching autonomously and in con-
sultation with their peers,” she noted.

Participation is through an open 

call for invitations, and the demand 
outweighs the openings. But those 
not enrolled in the official training 
programme remain in the network 
and can subscribe to the newsletters 
and other materials.

“We keep them in the loop because 
they might just be entering the sub-
ject, or they are just starting to teach 
journalism, or there are a lot of them 
that have participated in other pro-
grammes,” she said.

The ultimate goal is a significant in-
crease in the training and teaching of 
entrepreneurial journalism in univer-
sities, Iastrebner noted.

Iastrebner elaborated: “We al-
ready see how much the universities 
are opening their journalistic pro-
grammes, with conversations with 
entrepreneurs or with us.

“We see that there is a lot of change 
in the thinking there not only in the 
curricula but also in the experience 
the student has in their training pro-
cess.

“We would love to have a majority 
of universities teaching this, not a mi-
nority, and when that happens – we 
know it’s not going to happen over-
night – that will really be structural 
change in the ecosystem. That is the 
key.”

There is a personal mission here 
as well. In their media careers, both 
founders of SembraMedia struggled 
with the transformation of digital me-
dia businesses.

“We both want to have people 
avoid that struggle, to have people 
avoid that lack of information and 
commit all those errors we commit-
ted as young entrepreneurs,” Ias-
trebner said.

She elaborated yet again: “I had a 
20-strong team. There were a lot of 
people depending on me. So, all my 
errors and my lack of information 
really had consequences.

“I wanted to make sure that didn’t 
happen to me again – or to anyone 
else. The only way is to have infor-
mation out there. Obviously, the re-
ports are a big deal, but the formal 
training, the mindset, that’s every-
thing.

“Lots of journalists don’t really 
talk about money, and many of 
them are exploited. This is because 
there is always someone who will 
do one’s work for less money, and 
there is not a lot of opportunity in the 
traditional ecosystem. You need more 
leaders in the industry… Because of 
the way the industry is, not everyone 
gets to have a second opportunity to 
study the business.”

According to SembraMedia, in 
2020 the initiative provided consult-
ing to 22 independent media projects, 
resulting in 33 changes to business 
models and 86 new revenue sources.
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Safe Passages arranges food distribution for 120 immigrant families. Families also receive immigration information, 
legal information, and referrals, such as rental assistance programs, COVID-19 vaccination details, and parenting 
resources. File photo

Stanford

Veronica Vega’s husband was the first in the family 
to immigrate to Oakland, California. When 27 years ago 
Vega decided to join him, she was five months pregnant 
and walked across the Mexican border to come to the 
United States.

“It was a horrible experience. It was so sad to leave 
your country, your town, and your family behind. Every-
thing was different – the country, the language, the com-
munity. That’s why I looked around to find somewhere I 
could belong,” Vega reflected. 

She discovered Safe Passages, an organization that 
supports youth and families by providing enhanced ser-
vices and community development through various pro-
grams. Vega no longer felt alone.

Now, Vega is the Community Development Manager at 
Safe Passages, and she assists other immigrants in get-
ting the help they need to integrate into US society suc-
cessfully.

Vega tells of a success story. She helped a family from 
Tijuana, Mexico, receive their acceptance to the re-
nowned Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program. DACA is an immigration policy that provides 
immigrants who came to the US as a child a work permit 
and a two-year period to reside in the country without 
facing deportation. After two years, immigrants need to 
submit a renewal application for DACA. US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services (USCIS) allows renewal sub-
ject to requirements.

The mother of two fled from Mexico to California be-
cause she faced domestic violence from her husband. 
She and her children contacted Safe Passages, where 
they met Vega.

Safe Passages serves about 5,000 families annually. 
One of their programs focuses on helping children who 
may face deportation due to their refugee status. Vega 
connected this family to one of their partners, East Bay 
Community Law Center (EBCLC).

A private lawyer through EBCLC helped them receive 
their permanent residencies, and the service they re-
ceived was free.

“When I heard they were considered permanent resi-
dents of the United States, I was so happy. They never re-

alized they would receive anything, and I was so happy,” 
Vega said.

Vega helps families who fear deportation. She aids 
about 1,500 families per year with immigration resourc-
es.

She wants to partner with more non-profit organiza-
tions to help immigrant families.

“I was accepted into this country, and I love to work in 
the community. I love to help people regardless of race, 
age, and status,” Vega explained.

Alicia Perez, Chief Operating Officer of Safe Passages, 
described how the different programs at Safe Passages 
interconnect.

Safe Passages aims to support families with children 
with a big focus on school-based programs. They have af-
ter-school and tutoring programs, family resources, and 
health centers. Safe Passages makes the information ac-
cessible by ensuring materials are in the migrants’ home 
languages – informing them about their civil rights.

The organization provides immigrant families with 
Red Cards created by the immigrant Legal Resource 
Center. The Red Card informs families about their rights 
under the US Constitution, whether they are immigrants 
or not. Safe Passages asks families to carry their Red 
Cards in case they are stopped by law enforcement or 
the police.

“We believe all children should have access to educa-
tion, health care, and support. By doing so, they are most 
likely to live fulfilling lives and be successful, regardless 
of race, economic status, ethnicity, or gender,” Perez 
said.

Refugee Processing Center’s Refugee Admission Re-
port releases data on the number of refugee arrivals. 
California had the highest refugee arrivals from October 
1, 2021, through May 31, 2022, with 1,128 people arriving 
in the state.

Florencia Reyes Donohue, a senior paralegal in Kids 
in Need of Defense’s (KIND) San Francisco office, helps 
prepare and file forms for unaccompanied child clients 
seeking protection in the US.

KIND’s mission is to ensure that no child goes into im-
migration court without high-quality legal representa-
tion and that unaccompanied children have access to 
the protection they need and deserve. The organization 

Immigrant supports other US migrants run the gauntlet of bureaucracy
partners with pro bono attorneys 
from more than 700 law firms and 
corporations to represent clients at 
no cost.

KIND worked with 29,000 chil-
dren from 2009 to 2021. In addi-
tion to legal services, they provide 

holistic care through its social ser-
vices program. KIND ensured that 
children would have an easier time 
adjusting to a country they were 
unfamiliar with by addressing their 
traumas. KIND offers counseling re-
ferrals, social-emotional support, 

health insurance assistance, school 
enrollment, and job placements, 
among other services.

Reyes Donohue said she admired 
the bravery the children she worked 
with had. “They do this journey 
alone; they are incredibly resilient.”
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Joe Biden’s metaphorical Middle 
East minefield – Mind your step!

By J Brooks Spector

I
t is ironic that many of the 
complexities, ambiguities, chal-
lenges, and possibilities incorpo-
rated in US President Joe Biden’s 

Middle East trip stem from a collec-
tion of decisions and statements made 
by his predecessor. 

Of course, other factors are now 
baked into the tangled historical cir-
cumstances of the region, or – impor-
tantly – a result of new power relation-
ships evolving in the region. Naturally, 
too, that collection of issues has Amer-
ican domestic angles as well, like the 
continuing repercussions from the 
deaths of two journalists with US con-
nections (and American citizenship in 
the case of one of them). Add the ef-
fects of the ongoing Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, and it would have been a 
very tall order for Joe Biden to have 
escaped fully successful in achieving 
his objectives for the trip.

This is Joe Biden’s first trip as presi-
dent to both Israel and Saudi Arabia, 
although, over the years, as a sena-
tor and then vice president, he had, 
of course, visited the region many 
times. But going there as president is 
different. If for no other reason this is 
because when the president speaks, 
he speaks for the government (and, 
potentially, for the nation as well). 
Crucially, under the American consti-
tution, the executive branch (ie, the 
president) has primary responsibility 
for foreign policy direction and choic-
es, even though budget decisions ulti-
mately rest with Congress and treaty 
approval and confirmation of senior 
officials resides with the Senate. 

Congress always has the option of 
holding hearings on issues, policies, 
challenges, and decisions – sometimes 
for purely partisan political advan-
tage. One such example was that ex-
hausting, 11-hour hearing marathon 
with then-Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton about the death of a US am-
bassador in Benghazi, Libya. Cynics 
would say that effort was designed to 
derail her presidential ambitions.

Accordingly, presidents and sec-
retaries of state keep a watchful eye 
over congressional feelings on every 
foreign policy idea, as well as the 
ideas and intentions of a host of pol-
icy advocacy groups, special interest 
groups, ethnically connected advoca-
cy groups, and business associations. 
All these can conceivably retard or ad-
vance foreign policy efforts through 
public campaigns and other efforts to 
mobilise their respective constituen-
cies. Given all this, a trip (and the pos-
sibility of agreements, handshakes, 
disagreements, embarrassments, and 
public criticisms) that includes both 
Israel (and the Palestinian Authority) 
and Saudi Arabia (and a side meeting 
with various other Arab leaders while 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia) would seem 
to be a potential minefield or jackpot 
for vigorous contestation. 

As the Economist judged it, “The 
real focus of Mr Biden’s trip would be-
gin on July 15th with his arrival in Jed-
dah. Even Israelis acknowledge that 
they are a warm-up act. ‘He’s coming 
here first because it’s now clear to the 
Americans they can’t deal with their 
allies in the region separately, as we’re 
much better co-ordinated now,’ says a 
minister.

“The administration would like 
that co-ordination, long conducted in 
secret, to be more publicly acknowl-
edged. Mr Biden will urge the Saudis 
to draw closer to Israel, and to pump 
more oil. He wants to avoid an Ameri-
can recession and a thumping for the 
Democrats in the mid-term elections.”

First, let us consider the circum-
stances of the Saudi Arabia stop, the 
more crucial of the two stops. Biden, 
as a presidential candidate, had 
vowed to make the Saudis – and most 
especially Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man (MBS) – pariahs among nations. 
They would be held at arm’s length or 
further, a veritable skunk in the inter-
national community. There would be 
no kisses, no hugs, no sword dances or 
glowing orbs as part of any welcome 
when the president came calling this 
time.  

In part this was – and largely re-
mains – because of the repressive, mi-
sogynistic nature of the regime, and 
the royal family’s control over virtu-
ally every aspect of the kingdom. In 
part, too, it has been because of the 
country’s involvement in the Yem-
eni civil war with its manifold human 
rights disasters there, and the near-
famine conditions in many parts of 
that very unhappy nation. 

But more recently, too, the horrific 
death of Jamal Khashoggi, a US perma-
nent resident and periodic contribu-
tor to various publications, especially 

discussions of the newer anti-
missile system, the Iron Beam, 
being phased in to support the 
current system, the Iron Dome – 
a defence system that had been 
largely successful so far in large-
ly stopping rockets fired from 
Lebanese territory into Israel. 
From the American side, such 
procurement would be subject 
to American congressional de-
bate, even if passage would be 
likely. 

But the question of a Pales-
tinian state, or serious negotia-
tions for one, was not a major 
theme of the trip. Some of this 
is a reflection that the Palestini-
an cause is, increasingly, getting 
less attention from other Arab 
nations, given their increasing 
concerns about Iran. 

This was true for Joe Biden as 
well, even as some had hoped 
he would have made a stronger 
focus on a second reporter’s 
death – the recent shooting of 
Palestinian-American journal-
ist Shireen Abu Akleh while she 
was covering a clash between 
West Bank Palestinians and Is-
raeli security forces – with the 
evidence pointing to the likeli-
hood she was killed by a bullet 
fired by Israeli security forces 
personnel. The eventual foren-
sic determination by Ameri-
can personnel that the shoot-
ing could not be conclusively 
pinned on the Israelis, as a de-
liberate effort to remove a re-
porter from covering the clash 
in Jenin, has not sat well with 
Palestinians who clearly ex-
pected a more definitive state-
ment from Biden. 

As far as Biden was con-
cerned regarding the Palestin-
ians, he did make a visit to the 
Palestinian Authority’s leader, 
Mahmoud Abbas in Ramallah, 
and pledged additional medi-
cal aid (largely reverting to the 
situation pre-Trump), but not 
efforts to strong-arm the Israe-
lis on negotiations, or even to 
agree to the reestablishment of 
the US Consulate in Jerusalem 
that had been focused outward 
towards Palestinian territories, 
in contrast to the embassy’s fo-
cus on the Israeli government 
in Jerusalem. That closure was 
another legacy from Trump.

Following the Jeddah meet-
ings with Saudi Arabia, the final 
part of the Biden itinerary was a 
meeting with senior represent-
atives of the Arab Persian Gulf 
states and Egypt, again with the 
focus clearly on building a more 
unified stance vis-à-vis Iranian 
nuclear ambitions. Such a meet-
ing did not, however, result in 
something some breathless 
reporting had argued was just 
about to happen – an Arab Nato. 
Nevertheless, as Biden framed 
the conversation, “We will not 
walk away and leave a vacuum to 
be filled by China, Russia or Iran, 
and we’ll seek to build on this 
moment with active, principled 
American leadership.”

But the most important issue 
– presumably uppermost on the 
minds of leaders in Saudi Ara-
bia, Israel, and the US – is obvi-
ously Iran. From the perspective 
of those three nations, even if 
they disagree on almost eve-
rything else, mutual concerns 
about Iran should be enough 
to carry things forward. Even if 
the disappointments of human 
rights advocates, a portion of 
the Democratic Party, Palestin-
ian rights advocates, and those 
who remain furious about the 
deaths of the two reporters – Ja-
mal Khashoggi and Shireen Abu 
Akleh – have yet to have their 
concerns sufficiently assuaged, 
perhaps the best that can be said 
about this trip is that things did 
not get worse. This is true even if 
Joe Biden and MBS’ fist bump be-
came a symbol, quickly exploited 
by Saudi officials, to say graphi-
cally they are back in the game. 

Oh, and there is one more 
thing. Russian officials are re-
ported to be travelling to Iran on 
the hunt to purchase military 
drone craft – presumably to 
use in their ongoing invasion of 
Ukraine. It does seem interest-
ing that the Russians are on the 
prowl for military equipment 
in Iran, rather than making it 
themselves. How that comes 
out is going to be very interest-
ing. 			   DM  

virtually every part of every one of the 
country’s supply chains, thus helping 
drive the overall inflation level up.

Saudi Arabia could also have arranged 
to offer a change in the direction of its 
involvement in Yemen, leading towards 
bringing the civil war there to a negoti-
ated end, rather than in just the fragile, 
temporary truce that exists now, thus 
reducing the food scarcity crisis gripping 
much of that unhappy nation. (Demon-
strating just how interwoven things are 
internationally, the Ukrainian invasion by 
Russia has choked off grain exports from 
Ukraine, and commercial purchasers and 
UN food programmes have historically 
relied on such supplies, including UN op-
erations in Yemen.) Similarly, the Saudis 
could have made public demonstrations 
towards the idea of loosening some of the 
more odious and repressive measures in 
effect towards women and domestic po-
litical opponents. 

There might even have been an expres-
sion of official regret (but likely not an 
admission of complicity on the part of 
the prince, beyond saying those officials 
directly involved in the killing have been 
punished) for Khashoggi’s death, and 
quiet offers of compensation, but no one 
should really have expected very much 
on that score. Instead, Saudi government 
officials speaking to the media chose to 
repeat remonstrations by the prince to 
President Biden about various American 
misdeeds – what might be seen as offering 
an audacious version of whataboutism to 
an ostensible international partner and 
security protector. Of course the infa-
mous fist bump between the two leaders 
became the big news, in the absence of 
major announcements.

Still, as the New York Times could re-
port on the visit, “‘We’re getting results,’ 
he [Biden] insisted on Friday night as he 
emerged from a meeting with the Saudi 
crown prince, Mohammed bin Salman, 
who clearly sees the opportunity to get 
diplomatic rehabilitation after Mr. Biden 
refused to see him for months, accusing 
him of complicity in the murder of Jamal 

Khashoggi, the Saudi dissident and Wash-
ington Post columnist.

“Mr. Biden’s effort here to negotiate 
greater oil production – jarring enough 
for a president who came to office vowing 
to help wean the world from fossil fuels – 
is driven by the need to make Russia pay 
a steep price for invading Ukraine. So far, 
that price has been scant: Not only are the 
Russians continuing to collect substantial 
oil and gas revenues, they are even sup-
plying Saudi Arabia, Reuters reported re-
cently, with fuel for its power plants – at 
discounted prices.”

One other aspect to the visit was US-
Saudi trade and investment cooperation, 
and here there were some modest signs 
of success. As the Times added, “Perhaps 
the most notable of Mr. Biden’s flurry of 
announcements with the Saudis was an 
agreement signed Friday night to coop-
erate on a new technology to build next-
generation 5G and 6G telecommunica-
tions networks in the country. The United 
States’ main competitor in that field is 
China – and Huawei, China’s state-favored 
competitor, which has made significant 
inroads in the region.

“It is all part of a larger Biden admin-
istration effort to begin pushing back on 
Beijing in parts of the world where for 
years the Chinese government has made 
progress without feeling much competi-
tion.”

Another element, of course, stitches 
Saudi Arabia and Israel together in the 
American mind, as well as with those two 
nations, explaining why this trip had in-
cluded them both. That, of course, is Iran. 
In one way or another, all three nations 
have made it clear that a future pathway 
for Iran to actually acquire nuclear weap-
ons should not be opened. 

With that in mind, it is also true the ear-
lier six-party agreement Donald Trump 
had withdrawn the US from – but with 
continuing US threats that a nuclear line 
should not be crossed by Iran – had mys-
teriously been meant to preclude any 
such a development. So far, the incon-
clusive and spluttering negotiations re-

started by the Biden administration to reach 
implementation of a modified or new agree-
ment do not yet seem to have any kind of im-
mediate result. 

As a result, the Biden administration has 
been hoping to bring together the Israelis 
and Saudis via strong declarations that Iran 
must not move further towards the creation 
of such weapons. The other Gulf States and 
other nations like Egypt are also increasingly 
on the same page vis-à-vis Iran and, in that 
position, the Biden administration can be 
seen as building upon those “Abraham Ac-
cords” brokered by his predecessor (estab-
lishing formal diplomatic relations between 
Israel and several Arab nations). This is to 
help stitch together what is clearly a tacit but 
stronger defence and security posture that 
brings Israel in sync with other Arab nations.

That brings us to the first stop on this two-
nation trip, in Israel. In contrast to the way 
he was greeted in Jeddah, Joe Biden’s arrival 
in Tel Aviv was more ceremonial, a recogni-
tion of Biden’s long-time support for Israel 
throughout his political career. In Biden’s 
talks with interim prime minister Yair Lapid, 
the Israeli politician seemed to go further 
about stopping Iranian nuclear success, hint-
ing broadly that it must be stopped one way 
or another – thereby implying that if peaceful 
means didn’t result in success, there were al-
ways other avenues. 

Lapid, of course, is not necessarily going 
to be in office all that much longer, as yet an-
other Israeli election is scheduled for Novem-
ber, after the collapse of Naftali Bennett’s un-
wieldy coalition. That was a government that 
had included a wide swathe of Israeli political 
parties – and even the Arab Israeli grouping, 
Raam, whose representative was included in 
the coalition government. It is certainly pos-
sible former Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu (or even Bennett) could come back into 
power after the election. But no one can say 
for certain at this point how it will all turn out. 
Netanyahu’s ascendancy would certainly give 
encouragement to those who argue dealing 
with Iran’s nuclear ambitions is something 
that must be done decisively – and sooner 
rather than later.

In the leaders’ conversations, there were 

the Washington Post, helped fo-
cus much public criticism and 
approbation. Khashoggi was 
almost certainly killed (and pre-
sumably dismembered) inside 
the Saudi consulate in Istanbul 
by agents of the Saudi govern-
ment, presumably, too, on the 
orders of MBS, the man largely 
in charge of the Saudi govern-
ment.

Despite these problems, Sau-
di Arabia has substantial cards 
to play in today’s world – and 
especially in their dealings with 
Joe Biden on his trip. As the 
Economist argued, “It would 
have been less controversial if 
it [the Saudi stop] offered the 
promise of real achievements. 
It did not. Israeli officials play 
down talk of a breakthrough 
with Saudi Arabia, with good 
reason. The kingdom is in no 
rush to make a deal. It will settle 
for incremental steps: Mr Biden 
is expected to announce in Jed-
dah that more Israeli airliners 
will be allowed to fly over Saudi 
airspace. On oil, even if the Sau-
dis agree to pump more, it is 
unclear how long they can run 
fields at full tilt, and whether 
the world has enough refining 
capacity to turn extra crude 
into fuel that can be gobbled 
up.”

Most important, therefore, 
in spite of practical difficulties, 
the trip was planned to achieve 
at least the possibility the Sau-
dis would eventually promise 
to ramp up their petroleum 
production sufficiently to help 
drive down petrol (gasoline) 
prices in the US – now peaking 
in the middle of the American 
summer travel/vacation season. 
In the end, the Saudis did not 
make such an explicit pledge in 
the two leaders’ conversations. 
Such a move, were it to happen, 
might trigger other Persian Gulf 
producers to follow suit, al-
though not, of course, Iran. 

The crucial, politically vola-
tile price of petrol has been a 
major sore point with Ameri-
cans – with considerable down-
side implications for Biden’s 
Democratic Party and their 
chances in upcoming midterm 
elections for Congress. The 
petrol price is a key part of the 
overall inflation level, now nuz-
zling up against 9% year-on-
year in the US. Calling it “Putin’s 
price rise” as a result of Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine has not 
particularly struck home with 
many voters, who seem to see 
it more as a reflection of Presi-
dent Biden’s inability to wrest 
the price down by some arcane, 
mysterious means. Crucially, 
the higher petrol price does not 
simply affect individual drivers. 
Instead, it also affects prices in 

President Joe Biden and Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (far right), attend the Gulf Cooperation Council, on Saturday, 
in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. AP)

Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (right) takes part in a working session with the US President Joe Biden (3rd left) at the Al Salam Royal Palace in the 
Saudi coastal city of Jeddah, on Friday.  AFP
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national news

By Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

THE Sokoine University Graduate 
Entrepreneurs Cooperative (SUG-
ECO) in collaboration with Maryland 
University and ADC Tanzania has de-
veloped seven training modules fo-
cused on agribusiness management 
in agricultural value chains for grass-
roots enterprises development. 

In line with that SUGECO has also 
developed pilot training of trainers 
for international organizations work-
ing at grassroots level in Africa.

Inaugurating collaborative training 
workshop for twenty-five beneficiar-
ies from ten African countries organ-
ized by SUGECO in Morogoro recent-
ly, Agriculture Ministry’s director for 
land use planning and management 
Eng. Juma Mdeke described the move 
as a great honour to Tanzania.

The training aimed at piloting the 
standardized developed training 
modules and customizes the content 
for grassroots communities in Africa. 

“Developing the curriculum and 
pilot training of trainers for grass-
roots organizations has promoted 
SUGECO and Tanzania internation-
ally. 

He said the Ministry will continue 
supporting organizations that are 
training and preparing youth to be-
come successful entrepreneurs in 
agriculture.

“Preparing the youth on hands-on-
skills to become job creators is one of 
the priority areas of the Ministry of 
agriculture and we shall make sure 
that this is achieved.

He said the youth must engage in 
productive agriculture in any form 
such as block farming so that they 
can rescue themselves from poverty.

“We are encouraging the youth 
to form groups such as AMCOS and 
Cooperatives so that they can access 
agricultural inputs such as fertilizers 
and extension advisory services on 
time,” he said. 

He urged the youth to take agricul-
ture as solution to their daily prob-
lems such as unemployment saying it 
the only sector that employs a good 

number of people.
“Agriculture is not punishment. 

That’s why you see it employs big 
number of people. Therefore, the 
youth should take it seriously and 
conduct scientific agriculture using 
latest technologies,” he said.

This work was funded by United 
States African Development Founda-
tion (USADF), this a great honour to 
SUGECO and our country, he said.

He said the government is aware 
of the training requirement for those 
who are implementing different pro-
jects at the grassroots, especially in 
Agribusiness. 

SUGECO Executive director Revo-
catus Kimario said it is honour for 
the cooperative and the country to 
be trusted to develop the seven cur-
ricula and training materials for other 
African countries that will address the 
challenges in the Agribusiness Sector.

These modules were developed by 
the SUGECO technical team of instruc-
tors and consultants who shared their 
many years of experience in working 
on agribusiness economics, execu-
tive programs, and agricultural value 
chain in Africa and worldwide to com-
pile “Agribusiness management in 
agricultural value chains training for 
grassroots enterprises development.”

The modules developed are en-
trepreneurship and business skills, 
strategic leadership, financial man-
agement and ICT application in agri-
business, marketing and ecosystem 
development, post-harvest manage-
ment, food safety, and hygiene, and 
adult learning perspectives.

 These modules are useful for those 
involved in training participants at dif-
ferent education levels and grassroots 
organizations in agricultural value 
chains. The modules were developed 
to train trainers on the best practical 
ways to help executives in agribusi-
ness value chains to enhance their 
problem-solving and decision-mak-
ing skills as they continue learning, 
questioning, testing, and addressing 
different opportunities and challeng-
es in managing their projects.

The modules were delivered to the 

SUA initiatives impress govt

participants from ten (10) African 
countries during the collaborative 
training workshop.

The training gathered partici-
pants from Tanzania, Kenya, Uganda, 
Rwanda, Zambia, DR Congo, Malawi, 
Zimbabwe, Somalia, and South Su-
dan to equip them with skills on 
the delivery of these modules in the 
grassroots organizations in their 
respective countries as part of em-
powering grassroots enterprises of 
USADF funded project towards im-
pactful and sustainable economic 
development in their respective 

countries. For instance, a module 
focused on the application of ICT in 
Agribusiness was designed to help 
participants understand and appre-
ciate the need for integrating ICT in 
Agribusiness Development as well as 
the technology required for success-
ful business operations and value ad-
dition.

Participant from Kenya Lydia Kim-
ani and Albino Gawdar from South 
Sudan commended the government 
of Tanzania support to local organiza-
tions saying that reflects its commit-
ment and determination to see these 

organizations grows and provides ser-
vices to the community.

They said modules are focused on 
transforming agriculture. They are 
relevant to the real situation on the 
ground in most African countries 
where local organizations are work-
ing at grassroots level.  

“The modules are practical, rel-
evant to many organizations in Africa 
working at the grassroots level. 

“I have loved Tanzania for beautiful 
environment, culture and hospitality. 
I have also loved traditional food. It is 
real wonderful,” said Lydia.

SUGECO Board Chair Dr. Anna 
Temu explained that one of modules 
was Information and Communica-
tion Technology (ICT); she said this 
is very important for the farmers as 
it supports them in facilitating ac-
cess to finance, Markets, technologies, 
weather forecasts, and information 
on pests. 

“Farmers must be updated all the 
time. We have heard of E-Mazao, Call 
centre of the Ministry of agriculture 
which was launched recently. These 
are pathways through which the 
farmer can be kept informed of de-

By Correspondent Deodatus Mfugale

MANY people will recall the experi-
ence of acute water shortage that hit 
Dares Salaam Region and Tanzania in 
general towards the end of last year and 
early this year due to a decrease in wa-
ter levels as a result of an unusual long 
dry season.

By mid-November last year the Dar 
es Salaam Water and Sewerage Author-
ity (DAWASA) had recorded a decrease 
in water pressure by 12 percent, sub-
sequently igniting a water rationing 
schedule of 12 hours.

In many urban areas businesses 
were disrupted particularly where op-
erations were heavily water dependent. 
Residential areas also felt the pinch of 
water shortage; water for domestic use 
became scarce and people had to ac-
cess water from whatever sources avail-
able. The quality of water left a lot to be 
desired. There were also health con-
cerns as people consumed water the 
safety of which no one could guarantee.

For smallholder farmers, pastoral-
ists and fisher folk, the acute water 
shortage threatened the major pillar of 
their livelihoods. Without enough wa-
ter their livers would be disrupted and 
they would have nowhere to turn to for 
alternatives. And as water supply con-
tinued to diminish, the level of demand 
did not fall.

The situation sparked a huge debate 
on how the country manages its water 
resources with some members of the 
public putting to scrutiny the effective-
ness of policies and laws governing the 
various aspects of water. Others ques-
tioned the ability of authorities to over-
see rules and regulations.

Of course there were views that cli-
mate change was to blame for the situ-
ation, or at least partly, but there were 
also arguments that illegal abstraction 
of water from the various sources was 
rife and it had been left to flourish even 
when conditions required restricting 
the pumping out of water from the 
sources.

Thereafter, several measures were 
taken and, coupled with the beginning 
of the rainy season in some parts of the 
country; there was significant increase 
in water levels. The crisis eased, ten-
sions subsided and debate was closed 

but water security for all, especially the 
smallholder produces still hangs in the 
balance.

“Discussions on water security and 
other related issues should not be 
prompted by disasters. Water is an es-
sential part of the daily lives of human 
beings and the water sector faces new 
challenges almost by the day. We need 
to discuss these challenges and look for 
solutions even when there is no crisis or 
disasters,” said Herbert Kashilila, Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of Sha-
hidi wa Maji organization.

He was speaking during the Uhakika 
Forum held recently in Dodoma that 
drew representatives from central gov-
ernment, regional administration and 
local government, private sector, insti-
tutions of higher learning and NGOs. 
Also represented were government 
agencies and small scale producers. 
The meeting was organized by Shahidi 
wa Maji organization which advocates 
for water security for small producers 

particularly farmers, pastoralists and 
fishermen.

Among other things the forum dis-
cussed how to finance water security 
in order to sustain the livelihoods of 
small scale producers and prop up na-
tional economic growth.

“The forum is important as it pro-
vides stakeholders with space to discuss 
what water users should do to attain 
water security. Availability of water for 
all its uses is synonymous to availability 
of food, improved health and ultimately 
quality life,” said Mr. Kashilila.

Since water is essential for life, it is 
important to sustain its availability 
through reliable funding.  A water-se-
cure community has capacity to have 
enough water of sufficient quality for 
survival and to carry out different pro-
ductive activities.A society with water 
security is in a position to reduce pov-
erty and improve living standards.

From availability to accessibility to 
supply and distribution, all these as-

pects need investment so that eventu-
ally the various consumers are guar-
anteed of water security and it is upon 
all stakeholders and beneficiaries to 
invest in integrated water resources 
management (IWRM)financially or 
otherwise.“Apparently investments 
made in water resources are far too 
low that the benefits human beings 
enjoy from the water sector,” says Abel 
Dugange, Executive Director for Sha-
hidi wa Maji.

It is also important to consider fund-
ing for monitoring flows as well as sup-
ply and distribution, conservation and 
protection.This raises concern for fund-
ing of water resources in their entire en-
tirety if water security is to be attained.

Water security cuts across all walks of 
life, affects everyone and has no alter-
native. It is thus imperative to use water 
wisely and properly manage it for the 
good of life and the economy. 

“Sustainable water supply requires 
sustainable water management in or-

der to meet the needs of today and 
tomorrow, without compromising 
availability for various uses and users. 
Stakeholders have common but differ-
entiated responsibilities to protect and 
conserve water resources and there is 
need to scale up investment in water re-
sources as well as along the supply and 
distribution chains,” says Eng. Mbogo 
Futakamba, Chairman of the National 
Multi-stakeholders Forum for Water 
Resources. 

Since water cuts across various sec-
tors of life shortages usually spark con-
flicts among the affected users. This 
requires common understanding and 
planning for water use and ultimately 
funding for integrated water resources 
management. Investment, industry and 
trade all require water to develop and 
survive. 

 “It would be disastrous to focus only 
water supply and distribution or water 
availability as such; behind the need 
for water there is need for raw materi-
als for production of goods and there is 
waste water that is produced during in-
dustrial processes that flows back to the 
environment. So when we talk about 
funding water security we should actu-
ally consider all related issues including 
management of the environment. We 
should be talking about funding imple-
mentation of IWRM,” said a representa-
tive from the Ministry of Industry and 
Trade.

Perhaps data presented at the forum 
regarding water demand by livestock 
highlights the need for integrated fund-
ing and management of water resourc-
es. It was revealed that the total num-
ber of livestock in the country stands 
ate 70.4 million animals which require 
569,069,879,400 litres of water annu-
ally. The demand keeps rising as the 
number of livestock increases.

With current supplies being strained 
by climate change, water theft and mis-
management, illegal abstractions and 
wastage through poor infrastructure, 
the demand for water by livestock is 
difficult to meet. Failure to meet this de-
mand and that of other users has been 
a cause of conflict that underscores the 
importance of integrated planning and 
equitable sharing of resources. It calls 
for collaboration and cooperation of 
all sectors including, agriculture, live-

stock, industry, fisheries and environ-
ment in funding and implementing in-
tegrated water resources management. 

There are cases when a lot of discus-
sions have been conducted on how to 
deal with challenges facing implemen-
tation of IWRM but these have ended 
up in conference rooms and reports. 
“We must take action to bring changes 
on the ground. Things should not end 
at the planning stage but plans must be 
translated into actions that address wa-
ter security through implementation 
of IWRM,” says Prof. P.K.T Munishi of 
Sokoine University of Agriculture.

But there are also views that there is 
need to scale up preparation of  com-
prehensive plans that involve and in-
tegrate departmental and ministerial 
plans and, while in the few cases such 
plans are made it was observed that 
that there is general failure of imple-
mentation  due to lack of follow up, 
monitoring and evaluation. 

“Sometimes decisions made are left 
hanging as they are not translated into 
action. There are also misplaced invest-
ments where such investments do not 
add value because they do not solve 
problems.  

There are cases, for example, where-
government constructs cattle troughs 
in areas where pastoralists have 
enough water instead of construction 
them where there is water shortage 
and where there are violent conflicts 
between pastoralists and farmers. The 
latter would add value to the lives of 
communities as it would solve the con-
flict between the two groups,”says Mse-
lem Kandili, a pastoralist from Mbwade 
Village in Kilosa District.

When it comes to ensuring water 
security, stakeholders need to have a 
common understanding on the various 
aspects of water, including availabil-
ity, supply, distribution, financing and 
management.It is important to plan to-
gether at various levels for all activities 
related to conservation, protection and 
sharing of water resources.“But most 
importantly, we have to acknowledge 
our common responsibility and ac-
countability, and our duty to monitor 
and evaluate the way we manage water 
resources. We have to work together 
with water as our common denomina-
tor,” says Eng. Futakamba.

Water security: Case for coordinated planning and funding for IWRM

A cross-section of 25 participants from ten African countries have a firdt-hand account of SUGECO farming activities during training in Morogoro recently. Photo: 
Correspondent Gerald Kitabu

news/ news feature

Mselem Kandili, a pastoralist from Mbwade village in Kilosa District, speaks at a panel discussion during Uhakika Forum.
File photo
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W
ith the invasion of 
Ukraine, Russia effec-
tively destroyed the 
European peace order. 

Now, Europe needs to find ways to con-
tain its aggressive neighbour, while its 
traditional protector, the United States, 
continues its shift of focus to the Indo-
Pacific.

This task, however, becomes im-
possible when China and Russia are 
driven into each other’s arms because, 
if anything, the key to end the war in 
Ukraine lies in Beijing. China hesitates 
to be dragged into this European war 
as bigger questions are at stake for the 
emerging superpower:

Will the silk road be wrecked by a 
new iron curtain? Shall it stick to its 
‘limitless alliance’ with Russia? And 
what about the territorial integrity of 
sovereign states? In short: for China, it 
is about the world order.

The unipolar moment after the tri-
umph of the West in the Cold War is 
over. The war in Ukraine clearly marks 
the end of the Pax Americana. Russia 
and China openly challenge American 
hegemony. Russia may have proven to 
be a giant with clay feet, and has inad-
vertently strengthened the unity of the 
West.

But the shift of the global balance of 
power to East Asia is far from over. In 
China, the United States has encoun-
tered a worthy rival for global predom-
inance. But Moscow, Delhi, and Brus-
sels also aspire to become power hubs 
in the coming multipolar order.

So, we are witnessing the end of the 
end of history. What comes next? To 
better understand how world orders 

A New world order is dawning – but will it be liberal or illiberal?
emerge and erode, a quick look at his-
tory can be helpful.

What is on the menu?
Over the course of the long 19th cen-

tury, a great power concert has pro-
vided stability in a multipolar world. 
Given the nascent state of interna-
tional law and multilateral institutions, 
congresses were needed to carefully 
calibrate the balance between differ-
ent spheres of interest.

The relative peace within Europe, of 
course, was dearly bought by the ag-
gressive outward expansion of its colo-
nial powers. 

This order was shattered at the be-
ginning of the World War I. What fol-
lowed were three decades of disorder 
rocked by wars and revolutions. Not 
unlike today, the conflicting interests 
of great powers collided without any 
buffer, while the morbid domestic in-
stitutions could not mitigate the devas-
tating social cost of the Great Transfor-
mation.

With the founding of the United Na-
tions and the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, the foundations of a 
liberal order were laid after the end of 
World War II. However, with the onset 
of the Cold War, this experiment quick-
ly ran into a quagmire.

Pinched between two antagonis-
tic blocs, the United Nations was in a 
deadlock for decades. From the Hun-
garian Revolution over the Prague 
Spring to the Cuban missile crisis, 
peace between the nuclear powers 

Are the great power rivalries that 
play out in the background of the war 
in Ukraine, the coups in Western Afri-
ca and the protests in Hong Kong only 
the beginning of a new period of wars, 
coups, and revolutions?

The ancient Greek philosopher Thucy-
dides already knew that the competition 
between rising and declining great pow-
ers can beget great wars. So, are we enter-
ing a new period of disorder?

Not only in Moscow and Beijing, but 
also in Washington, there are thinkers 
that seek to mitigate these destructive dy-
namics of the multipolar world through 
a new concert of great powers. The co-
ordination of great power interests in 
fora from the G7 to the G20 could be the 
starting point for this new form of club 
governance. The recognition of exclusive 
zones of influence can help to mitigate 
conflict.

However, there is reason for concern 
that democracy and human rights will 
be the first victims of such high-powered 
horse-trading. This form of minimal 
cooperation may also be inadequate to 
tackle the many challenges humankind 
is facing from climate change over pan-
demics to mass migration.

The European Union, an entity based 
on the rule of law and the permanent 
harmonisation of interests, may have a 
particularly hard time to thrive in such a 
dog-eat-dog world.

Not only in Moscow, some fantasize 
about a revival of imperialism that ne-
gates the right to self-determination of 
smaller nations. This dystopian mix of 
technologically supercharged surveil-
lance state on the inside and never-
ending proxy wars on the outside is ee-
rily reminiscent of George Orwell’s 1984. 
One can only hope that this illiberal 
neo-imperialism is shattered in the 
war in Ukraine. 		  IPS

Proponents of the liberal world or-
der pointed to the rapid diffusion of 
democracy and human rights around 
the globe. Critics see imperial motifs 
at work behind the humanitarian in-
terventions. But even progressives 
place great hopes in the expansion of 
international law and multilateral co-
operation. Now that the West is mired 
in crises, global cooperation is again 
paralysed by systemic rivalry. From 
the war in Georgia over the annexa-
tion of Crimea to the crackdown in 
Hong Kong, the recognition of exclu-
sive zones of influence is back in the 
toolbox of international politics.

After a short heyday, the liberal ele-
ments of the world order are jammed 
again. China has begun to lay the foun-
dations of an illiberal multilateral ar-
chitecture.

How will great power competi-
tion play out?

In the coming decade, the rivalries 
between great powers are likely to 
continue with undiminished vigour. 
The ultimate prize of this great power 
competition is a new world order. Five 
different scenarios are conceivable.

First, the liberal world order could 
survive the end of the unipolar Ameri-
can moment. Second, a series of wars 
and revolutions can lead to the total 
collapse of order. Third, a great power 
concert could bring relative stability in 
a multipolar world but fail to tackle the 
great challenges facing humanity.

Fourth, a new cold war may partly 
block the rule-based multilateral sys-
tem, but still allow for limited coopera-
tion in questions of common interest. 
And finally, an illiberal order with Chi-
nese characteristics. Which scenario 
seems the most probable?

Many believe that democracy and 

human rights need to be promoted 
more assertively. However, after the 
fall of Kabul, even liberal centrists like 
Joe Biden und Emmanuel Macron have 
declared the era of humanitarian inter-
ventions to be over.

Should another isolationist national-
ist like Trump or others of his ilk come to 
power in Washington, London, or Paris, 
the defence of the liberal world order 
would once and for all be off the agenda. 
Berlin is in danger of running out of allies 
for its new value-based foreign policy.

In all Western capitals, there are 
broad majorities across the ideological 
spectrum that seek to up the ante in the 
systemic rivalry with China and Russia. 
The global reaction to the Russian inva-
sion shows, however, that the rest of the 
world has very little appetite for a new 
bloc confrontation between democra-
cies and autocracies.

The support for Russia’s attack on the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of 
Ukraine – values especially smaller coun-
tries unwaveringly adhere to – should 
not be read as sympathy for a Russian or 
Chinese-led order, but as deep frustra-
tion over the US empire.

Seen from the Global South, the not-
so-liberal world order was merely a pre-
text for military interventions, structural 
adjustment programmes, and moral 
grandstanding. Now, the West comes to 
realise that in order to prevail geopoliti-
cally, it needs the cooperation of undem-
ocratic powers from Turkey to the Gulf 
monarchies, from Singapore to Vietnam.

The high-minded rhetoric of the sys-
temic rivalry between democracies 
against autocracies is prone to alienate 
these much-needed potential allies. 
But if even the West were to give up 
on universalism of democracy and hu-
man rights, what would be left of the 
liberal world order?

Pinched between two antagonistic blocs, the United Nations was in a deadlock for decades. 

was maintained through the recogni-
tion of exclusive zones of influence.

After the triumph of the West in 
the Cold War, American hyperpower 
quickly declared a new order for a now 
unipolar world. In this liberal world or-
der, rule-breaking was sanctioned by 
the world’s policeman.



Jubilee Health, 
GA Life leading 
in insurance 
claim payouts
 NAIROBI

JUBILEE Health Insurance, GA Life Assurance 
Limited, and Resolution Insurance Company had 
the best claims settlement record in the insurance 
sector in the first quarter ended March, according 
to regulatory data.

The three companies led in paying most of 
the claims from customers in the report by the 
Insurance Regulatory Authority (IRA) covering 
general, life (long term), and general (non-liability) 
categories.

GA Life paid 99.4 percent of the claims it received 
in the quarter, ranking first in the long-term 
business. It was followed by Capex Life Assurance 
Company at 97.5 percent and UAP Life Assurance 
Company (89.5 percent).

Jubilee Health led in the general insurance non-
liability claims — paid to policyholders— category 
in the quarter under review when it settled 90.7 
percent of compensation requests it received.

It was followed by Resolution at 88.9 percent 
and Allianz Insurance Company (82.9 percent). 
Resolution subsequently collapsed suddenly in 
early April after running out of cash to meet its 
obligations.

The insolvent underwriter had also led in the 
general insurance liability — paid to third parties 
— category where it settled 95.8 percent of the 
claims submitted in the review period when it far 
outpaced its rivals.

Madison Insurance Company was second, paying 
61.5 percent of claims while CIC General Insurance 
Company was third with a 27.2 payout rate. This 
category of general insurance category, as a whole, 
had the worst claims settlement of just 6.9 percent.

Most of the underwriters paid less than 20 percent 
of the claims filed. The IRA tracks the efficiency of 
paying clients which is the most important factor 
for policyholders.

There have been many customer complaints 
against insurers revolving around rejection of 
claims, delayed payments, and a drastic reduction 
of the expected compensation for losses incurred.

Some insurers on the other hand have alleged 
that they are the target of fraudulent claims.

The claims payment ratio is the number of claims 
settled against the total number of filings for 
compensation recorded in the review period.

“In the first quarter, the claims payment ratio for 
general liability claims decreased to 6.9 percent 
(9.5 percent in the fourth quarter of 2021),” IRA 
said.
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Northern zone records highest 
increase in number of SACCOS

 DAKAR

IN 2016, two graduates 
of Brown University in 
Providence, Rhode Island, 
conceived a mobile phone-
based money transfer and 
payments service App 
known as Wave, launching 
in Senegal two years later. 
It picked up steam and ex-
panded to Cote D’Ivoire in 
2021.

Within four years of oper-
ation, Wave Mobile Money 
has disrupted the industry 
in both countries through a 
combination of innovative 
technology and extremely 
low transaction fees, rising 
to become Francophone Af-
rica’s first unicorn at a valu-
ation of $1.7 billion and with 
half of the mobile money 
accounts in Senegal.

The vision of co-founders, 
Drew Durbin and Lincoln 
Quirk, is to “bring radically 
inclusive and affordable 
financial products and ser-
vices to west Africa, where 
there is still a big gap in fi-
nancial inclusion,” Rashmi 
Pillai, Head of Public Policy 
at Wave, tells Quartz.

The digital financial com-
pany erased the old ways of 
sending and receiving mon-
ey and came up with an 
easier and cheaper method 
that has taken both coun-
tries by storm.

“It is a well-thought-out 
product that is solving a lot 

How Wave rose to become Francophone Africa’s first unicorn

 By Guardian Reporter

A
LTHOUGH the 
country has re-
corded the de-
creased number 

of Savings and Credit Coop-
erative Societies (SACCOS) 
during the first quarter of 
this year, compared with 
similar quarter of last year, 
northern zone has beat 
all the odds by increased 
numbers.

According to provisional 
data by the ministry of 
agriculture and Regional 
Administrative Secretaries 
offices, number of SACCOS 
in Tanzania decreased to 
2,950 during the first quar-
ter of this year from 3,101 
recorded during the first 
quarter of last year.

Number of member of 
SACCOS countrywide also 
went down to 600,036 
during the first quarter 
of this year from 664,013 
recorded in Q1, 2021, with 
Northern zone leading 
with more than a third.

“Decrease in the number 
of SACCOS was associated 
with ongoing licensing of 
SACCOS in line with Micro-
finance Act 2018,” says the 
Consolidated Zonal Eco-
nomic Performance Re-
port for Q1, 2022 by Bank 
of Tanzania.

Through the act, SACCOs 
were required to adopt sev-
eral financial requirements 
related to Know Your Cus-
tomer (KYC), liquidity, in-
terest rates, penalties, and 
more to become compli-

Last September, Wave raised over $200 million in the biggest 
Series A funding ever realized in French-speaking Africa, putting 
its post-money valuation above the $1 billion threshold at $1.7 
billion.

ant. 
New regulations also 

obligate SACCOS to follow 
accounting standards and 
practices to bring financial 
transparency, while safe-
guarding the funds of mem-
bers.

The regulations also re-
quires every Saccos to main-
tain core capital of not less 
than 8 percent of total as-
sets; institutional capital of 
not less than six percent of 
total assets; and net institu-
tional capital of not less than 

six percent of total assets.
During the fourth quar-

ter of last year ended in De-
cember, revised data shows 
Tanzania had 2,857 SACCOS 
countrywide, with northern 
zone leading with the largest 
number.

During the first quarter 
of this year, the northern 
zone, comprises of strong 
economies such as Kili-
manjaro, Tanga and Arusha 
regions had 1,001 SACCOS 
with 223,079 members, 
an increase from 950 with 

217,803 members in Q1, 2021.
This indicates that North-

ern zone has well estab-
lished SACCOS that are com-
plying with the new law and 
regulations. The decrease 
of number of SACCOS was 
recorded by Central zone 
to 323 with 83,466 mem-
bers from 478 SACCOS with 
129,711 members in Q1, 2022.

Another zone which re-
corded the decrease of 
SACCOS was South Eastern 
which went down to 225 
with 39,192 members from 

279 with 62,533 members 
respectively.

In Lake Zone, number of 
SACCOS slightly increased 
to 772 with 126,371 mem-
bers during the first quarter 
of this year from 765 with 
126,998 members during the 
first quarter of last year.

However, number of SAC-
COS in Southern Highlands 
remained flat at 629 dur-
ing the reviewed period, al-
though number of members 
slightly increased to 127,928 
in Q1, 2022 from 126,968 in 
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Q1, 2021.
With the decreased num-

ber of SACCOS, the share 
value slightly gained to 
74.6bn/- from 74.3bn/- re-
spectively, which indicated 
increased number of share 
ownership among existing 
members.

Southern highlands have 
had the largest amount 
of share value amounting 
34.7bn/- during the first 
quarter of this year, followed 
by Northern zone with 
20.2bn/- and South Eastern 
with 10bn/-.

Savings also improved to 
294.1bn/- during the first 
quarter of this year from 
260.3bn/- during similar 
quarter of last year while 
deposits went up to 52bn/- 
from 51.05bn/- respectively, 
with Northern zone leading 
with 11.6bn/- in Q1, 2022, 
followed by Lake zone with 
110.5bn/-.

Loans issued by SACCOS 
countrywide decreased to 
788.5bn/- during the first 
quarter of this year from 
855.4bn/- during the first 
quarter of last year due to 
decreased number of SAC-
COS in different zones. 
Northern zone had the high-
est amount of loans amount-
ing 598.8bn/- in Q1, 2022.

However, outstanding 
loans held by SACCOS’ mem-
bers countrywide increased 
to 442.6bn/-from 414.6bn/- 
respectively, which indicates 
increased borrowing, with 
Northern zone accounting 
for the largest amount of 
348.2bn/- in Q1, 2022.
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Jubilee Holdings Limited Group chairman Nizar Juma

The northern zone, which boasts the strong economies of Kilimanjaro, Tanga and Arusha regions, had 1,001 SACCOS with 223,079 
members, an increase from 950 with 217,803 members in Q1, 2021 PHOTO/FILE

of problems for people in-
volved in informal financial 
transactions in this part of 
the continent. The market 
foresight is phenomenal,” 
says Momar Ndao, presi-
dent of Consumers Associa-
tion of Senegal (ASCOSEN).

While other companies 
rely on USSD codes which 
are dialed on mobile phones 
by users to transfer and re-
ceive funds, Wave deployed 
QR code technology—on 
cards and in app—which are 
simply scanned by an agent 
to complete a transaction.

“The barcodes make it 
easier to carry out transac-
tions. We still have a huge 
population that cannot read 
and write. Dialing USSD 
codes and following instruc-
tions was difficult for many. 
My mother, for example, 

used to send her grandchil-
dren to do her mobile mon-
ey transfers, but now she 
takes her plastic card and 
goes to the agent to carry 
out her transactions,” says 
Aisha Gueye, a Dakar based 
restaurateur.

“Even those who can read 
and write like myself find 
the QR code effortless and 
faster to operate than USSD 
codes,” she says.

Wave provides subscrib-
ers with a spray-printed 
bar code card—the size of a 
bank card—which stores ac-
count information. Alterna-
tively, users can download 
the QR code from the com-
pany’s App and create their 
account. However, phone 
numbers are still used for 
identity authentication, and 
confirmation of transac-

tions when using the card.
If they can reduce their 

fees to 1% that means they 
could have done so long ago 
and still remain in business.

Prior to Wave’s arrival in 
Senegal, French telecoms 
giant, Orange, was the exclu-
sive mobile money operator 
in the west African country 
of 18 million people. More 
than 50% of adults in Sene-
gal have two or more mobile 
money accounts, according 
to GSM Association, a pro-
fessional organization for 
mobile network operators.

“We were paying fees be-
tween 6 and 10 % for sending 
and receiving money and 
for payment of utility bills. 
We had no choice because 
that was the only option 
available. However, when 
Wave entered the scene 
everything changed,” says 
Bernard Zio, a Cote D’Ivoire-
based architect.

Wave imposed a flat fee 
of 1% for sending funds and 
zero fees for receiving and 
settling of utility bills. Ini-
tially spurned by many as 
hype, the measure persisted 
until it subverted the entire 
market, forcing competitors 
to follow suit.

Orange Money and MTN 
Money quickly adjusted 
their fees to 1%, in Senegal 
and Cote D’Ivoire, to avoid 
losing old and new custom-
ers amid the sensation Wave 
had created in the markets. 

Orange said the company 
had to reduce its fees by 80% 
to keep pace with the new 
trend.

It is one of the most re-
markable and effective dis-
ruptions happening on the 
continent in recent years, 
says Stanislas Akueson, eco-
nomic research analyst at 
University of Lome in Togo.

“Every startup in Africa 
needs to take a leaf out 
of Wave’s book. The les-
sons from these events are 
worthwhile. Everything was 
against the company when it 
arrived in 2018. Its competi-
tors had already gained a 
foothold in the market, but 
Wave was able to carve out 
a space for itself by doing 
what others were not doing. 
Wave saw what the big play-
ers did not see, and that is 
what all startups must aim 
at,” he says.

As expected, the upheaval 
sparked some conflicts, no-
tably in Senegal, where some 
locals initially held a rally 
in Dakar to protest against 
the “exorbitant fees” they 
had been paying for money 
transfers, with some activists 
accusing the authorities of 
failing to protect consumers.

“If they can reduce their 
fees to 1% that means they 
could have done so long ago 
and still remain in business. 
We had been paying exor-
bitant fees for nothing. The 
protest was meant to voice 

our anger not only against 
the company but also 
against the government for 
negligence,” says Abdoulaye 
Dia, a former member of 
M23, an influential civil soci-
ety organization in Senegal.

“We want to see more 
of this, where newcomers 
crush monopolies and bring 
down the costs of goods and 
services to the delight of all.”

However, Orange said its 
previous fees were in con-
formity with the price range 
authorized by the authori-
ties—regulators and finance 
ministries. Those fees hap-
pened to be the standard 
across the region, where 
Moov Money of Maroc Tel-
ecom also operates.

Is the 1 percent margin 
profitable? Wave’s detrac-
tors claim it is impossible to 
cover operational costs and 
still have a positive cash flow 
while working at 1 percent.

Moreover, the ripple ef-
fect of the 1 percent rule has 
thrown more than 20,000 
local mobile money distrib-
utors out of business in Sen-
egal, according to reports.

“When the transaction 
fees were between 6 and 
10 percent we used to earn 
a tangible commission that 
helped grow our business. 
Now, with everybody revert-
ing to 1 percent we are prac-
tically working at a loss,” says 
Dakar-based mobile money 
agent Sidiki Diallo.
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The People’s Bank of China

Rising global green bonds 
issuance erodes premiums
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Investors bet Euro will continue 
slide to $0.9, according to survey 

GRL Tanzania CEO, Hans Lemm. 

China adds liquidity for first time since June as risks grow

 FRANKFURT

THE European Central 
Bank’s battle to restore its 
credibility with financial 
markets just got a whole lot 
harder.

After a week marked by a 
fresh crisis in Rome, MLIV 
readers warn Italian debt 
risks hitting the danger 
zone once more -- just as a 
near-imminent recession 
intensifies the epic plunge 
in the euro to once-
unthinkable levels.

Just 16 percent of 792 
respondents in the latest 
Pulse survey say Europe will 
likely manage to dodge an 
economic downturn over 
the next six months, with 
69 percent betting that the 
single currency will slide to 
$0.9 rather than claw back 
to $1.1.

To make matters worse, 
the political storm in the 
euro area’s third-largest 
economy may spur a new 
era of market fragmenta-
tion. Some 21 percent of 
MLIV readers say the spread 
between 10-year Italian and 
German bonds would have 
to blow out to more than 
500 basis points -- the high-
est since the 2012 debt crisis 
-- before the ECB steps in.

All told, 41 percent of 
respondents, which include 
portfolio managers and 
retail traders, see a debt 
crisis within the next six 
months -- a massive shift 
from the era of negative 
yields that engulfed the 
region as recently as early 
January.

These warnings couldn’t 
come at a worse time for 
the ECB. It looks poised to 
raise interest rates this week 
at long last -- just as Russia 
threatens to escalate the 
energy crisis with inflation 
already at records.

“I think expectations of 
a recession have ramped 
up quite quickly on the 
possibility of gas rationing, 
and if that plays out, you 
could see a lot of companies 
go to the wall,” said Craig 
Inches, head of rates and 
cash at Royal London Asset 

Management.
Elevated price pressures 

have taken a big toll on 
households and companies. 
Now fears are rising over 
a full-scale halt in Russian 
gas shipments once 
maintenance on a major 
pipeline finishes around 
July 21. It’s the same day the 
ECB is seen raising rates for 
the first time in more than 
a decade, while potentially 
unveiling a novel policy tool 
to fix the growing cracks in 
the bond market.

The central bank was 
forced last month to pledge 
a new backstop after the 
yield on Italy’s 10-year debt 
rocketed above 4 percent. 
With Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi’s ruling coalition in 
tatters, the challenge for 
monetary officials is only 
getting harder.

“If the political situation 
turns hostile and Italy’s 
new government can’t 
agree a path forward with 
the European Commission, 
the ECB cannot realistically 
be expected to intervene,” 
according to Bloomberg 
Economics. “Given it 
will still have to tackle 
inflation, the result would 
be fragmentation -- and 
potentially a crisis.”

ECB President Christine 
Lagarde has indicated 
that the backstop would 
be deployed if borrowing 
costs for weaker nations 
rise too far or too fast and 
would entail further bond 
purchases. Economists 
surveyed by Bloomberg 
expect the liquidity those 
purchases create to be 
reabsorbed in a process 
called sterilization.

In reality the crisis tool 
is designed as a bluff -- a 
signal that the monetary 
authority will do whatever it 
takes to backstop the single-
currency bloc, resulting in 
a situation where it doesn’t 
actually need to purchase 
any bonds.

Nearly half of MLIV 
respondents see the ECB 
intervening once Italy’s yield 
premium over Germany 
reaches 450 basis points or 

more -- way beyond the 250 
basis point threshold cited 
by analysts earlier this year.

The good news is that 59 
percent of respondents said 
they don’t expect a debt 
crisis in the euro zone in 
the next six months. And 
the majority sees a gas 
cutoff as the most likely 
catalyst should things go 
awry. Only 18 percent cited 
an underwhelming anti-
fragmentation tool from the 
ECB as the proximate cause 
for any debt crisis.

But Russia’s energy giant 
Gazprom PJSC, which 
already slashed supplies 
through the Nord Stream 
pipeline to just 40 percent 
of its capacity, has hinted at 
further export disruptions. 

In turn, investor 
confidence in Germany’s 
economy has slumped 
to the lowest since 2011, 
with Deutsche Bank AG 
projecting Europe’s largest 
economy will contract 1 
percent in 2023.

Three fifths of 
respondents see the ECB 
pausing rate hikes in the dire 
event Russia switches off 
its gas supplies. That offers 
some comfort that Lagarde 
and colleagues would avoid 
exacerbating an economic 
downturn in the event of 
such an energy shock.

Whatever happens, the 
euro’s bout of historic pain 
is set to endure. Strategists 
at Nomura Holdings Inc., 
UBS Group AG and BCA 
Research Inc. see it plunging 
as low as $0.90 by the winter 
in a worst-case scenario, 
reflecting the view of most 
MLIV readers that a slump is 
more likely than a recovery.

All that suggests this 
year’s stock volatility is 
set to continue, with Pulse 
respondents saying that 
the auto and real estate 
sectors are the least likely 
to outperform over the 
next six months. Readers 
also reckon the banking 
sector is unlikely to beat the 
benchmark-- perhaps with 
one eye on the growing risk 
of corporate defaults and a 
region-wide credit crunch.

 LONDON

W
HEN a 
unique sell-
ing point 
starts to 

become a ubiquitous sell-
ing point, prices are going 
to suffer. Green bonds are 
no exception: as ever more 
companies and govern-
ments have issued them, 
investors have become less 
willing to pay the premium 
these assets used to com-
mand.

This is partly because 
investors looking for debt 
linked to sustainable pro-
jects have become more 
sophisticated. Like the rest 
of the public, they have 
wised up to bogus environ-
mental claims, or so-called 
green-washing. There has 
also been a rush of debt 
to market in recent years, 
which has diluted prices 
and raised borrowing costs.

But, while the “greenium” 
— which amounts to lower 
borrowing costs for issuers 
of environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) bonds, 
and higher costs for their 
investors — may no longer 
be the right framework to 
assess pricing in green bond 
markets, it is not dead quite 
yet.

And the benefits 
afforded to companies and 
governments issuing green 
debt are far from gone. $1tn 
Projected global issuance 
value of GSSS bonds for this 
year

Issuance of green, 
social, sustainable and 
sustainability-linked (GSSS) 
bonds as a percentage of 
total global bond issuance 
rose from roughly 2 per 
cent at the start of 2018 to a 
peak of over 12 per cent at 
the end of 2021, according 
to research by rating agency 

Moody’s. Prices continued 
to rise as that flood of debt 
hit the market because 
demand from investors 
exploded. Figures from data 
provider EPFR show that 
flows into ESG and socially 
responsible investing bond 
funds rose from a net of 
$4.2bn in 2018 to $102bn in 
2021.

Column chart of Net 
flows, $bn showing Flows 
into ESG bond funds have 
stayed positive this year

But much has been made 
of the narrowing gap be-
tween what investors are 
willing to pay for green 
bonds versus more tradi-
tional bonds. In Europe, the 
most developed green bond 
market, this greenium has 
shrunk from over 9 basis 
points in 2020 to between 1 
and 2 basis points today, ac-
cording to a report from the 
Association for Financial 
Markets in Europe.

The shrinking advantage 
for green bond issuers 
has long been touted as a 
potential existential threat 
to the market. Without 
lower borrowing costs, will 
issuers continue to come? 
And will investors’ appetite 
persist, as green bonds 
become more common and 
the crush of demand that 
buoyed their prices abates?

Line chart showing 
spreads of €-denominated 
corporate ESG bonds against 
non-ESG benchmarks, in 
basis points

Those questions may be 
put on hold for this year, 
at least, as recession fears 
have thrown a wrench into 
markets. With economic 
growth slowing globally — 
thanks to high inflation, 
high commodity prices 
and higher interest rates — 
issuers of bonds, both green 
and conventional, have 

pulled back.
“Sustainable bonds 

are bonds and they’re 
still subject to the same 
headwinds that we’re seeing 
in the broader market 
right now,” says Matthew 
Kuchtyak, a sustainable 
finance analyst at Moody’s.

Green bond issuance 
this year is expected to be 
roughly in line with 2021. 
That is a notable slowdown, 
given how quickly the 
market has been growing 
and the effect of that 
growth on pricing. Moody’s 
is forecasting that global 
issuance of GSSS bonds 
will be around $1tn this 
year, down from its initial 
forecast of $1.35tn. 

However, amid a broader 
dash out of bond funds 
this year, investors appear 
to be more willing to stick 
with the ESG variety. EPFR 
data show that ESG funds 
had a net $3.6bn of inflows 
between January and May 
(see chart above). That is 
slim, but far better than the 
$242bn in outflows for non-
ESG bond funds.

Relatively stronger de-
mand for a stable pool of as-
sets could keep green bond 
prices from falling as much 
as prices in the wider bond 
market.

The trend in ESG fund 
flows reflects another ben-
efit that accrues to green 
bond issuers: a deeper, 
more stable investor base 
with a longer-term outlook, 
says Stephen Liberatore, the 
lead portfolio manager for 
Nuveen’s fixed-income ESG 
funds.

And a new focus on 
greenwashing, along with 
closer regulatory scrutiny, 
may result in a more 
robust greenium for select 
issuers. Last year, the 
EU’s sustainable finance 

disclosure regulations 
came into force, requiring 
fund managers to detail 
the ESG risks in their 
portfolios. In the US, the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC) financial 
regulator recently proposed 
similar rules to standardise 
climate-related disclosure 
for investors.

Crackdowns have already 
begun. In May, German po-
lice raided fund manager 
DWS and parent company 
Deutsche Bank as part of 
an investigation into green-
washing claims, while in-
vestment bank BNY Mellon 
settled with the SEC for 
$1.5mn over misleading ESG 
disclosures.

This less forgiving 
regulatory environment 
could reorient investor 
demand towards issuers 
that hew to stricter ESG 
standards. A Federal Reserve 
paper published last month 
found that “while green 
bond governance appears to 
matter for the greenium, the 
credibility of the underlying 
projects does not have a 
significant impact.” Rather, 
it said, the greenium is 
afforded to large, high-
quality issuers like banks 
in the corporate sector and 
developed countries among 
sovereigns.

“What we’re not seeing 
is differentiation in terms 
of the greenium based on 
the quality of that [under-
lying] structure. And that’s 
what we would like to see 
and what we expect to see 
over time,” says Erin Bigley, 
head of fixed income re-
sponsible investing at fund 
manager AllianceBernstein. 
“We think, in future, you’ll 
see some distinguishing be-
tween the stronger and the 
weaker structures across is-
suers.” 

 BEIJING

CHINA’S central bank in-
jected additional liquidity 
into the financial system for 
the first time since June as a 
growing mortgage-payment 
boycott and a virus flareup 
leads to a sense of crisis.

The People’s Bank of 
China boosted the size of its 
daily short-term cash opera-
tion to 12 billion yuan ($1.8 
billion) from 3 billion yuan, 
resulting in a modest net in-
jection of 9 billion yuan, the 
first overall infusion since 
June 30.

The authorities are add-
ing liquidity despite money-
market rates being near the 
lowest in more than a year 
as concerns escalated over 
a housing-market downturn 

and a Covid Zero policy 
that’s weighing on econom-
ic growth. Regulators have 
called emergency meetings 
with banks amid reports 
that home buyers are refus-
ing to pay mortgages with 
developers stalling on con-
struction.

“The injection is getting 
more accommodative due 
to the rising risks of conta-
gion” from the real estate 
sector, said Peiqian Liu, a 
China economist at Natwest 
Markets Plc in Singapore. 
“The situation remains 
contained for now, but the 
risks are still high if Covid 
restrictions delay construc-
tion even when funding is 
sufficient.”

In another sign Chinese 
policy makers are seeking 

to ease a liquidity crunch facing real-estate 
companies, a newspaper reported on Sun-
day that the banking regulator has urged 
lenders to support developers. State media 
have cited analysts warning that the stabil-

ity of the financial system may be hurt if the 
mortgage payment boycott spreads with re-
ports saying at least 230 projects have been 
affected.

“Investors and the market are not sure 

what the end game is,” said 
Hui Shan, an economist at 
Goldman Sachs Group Inc. 
“The core issue here is for 
the government to step in 
quickly to boost confidence, 
to solve the problem at 
hand, and also provide more 
clarity to the market and in-
vestors on how this down-
turn in the property sector 
is going to be resolved.”

The regulatory report 
helped boost sentiment, 
with a gauge of Chinese real 
estate firms rising 3% on 
Monday to snap a five-day 
decline. Hong Kong’s bench-
mark Hang Seng Index also 
rose 2.7%, led by property 
shares.

Earlier this month, the 
PBOC rolled over its matur-
ing policy loans and started 

withdrawing cash from the 
banking system in a sign it’s 
moving away from its crisis-
era policy easing.

While a senior official sig-
naled last week that further 
interest-rate cuts are un-
likely, Governor Yi Gang said 
at a meeting of Group-of-20 
central bank governors and 
finance ministers that it will 
step up up the implementa-
tion of its prudent monetary 
policy to provide stronger 
economic support.

The seven-day interbank 
lending rate has risen over 
the past week but remains 
below the central bank’s 
benchmark rate. The PBOC’s 
decision to inject more 
funds was also flagged by 
some analysts due to the 
seasonal demand for cash 

from corporates in the mid-
dle of the month to cover 
their tax payments.

With borrowing rates be-
tween banks so low, trad-
ers are taking advantage of 
cheap short-term cash to 
buy government bonds and 
pocketing the difference. 
Yields on China’s one-year 
sovereign note fell three ba-
sis points to a two-year low 
of 1.75%.

Still, providing more li-
quidity may have limits, with 
the repurchase rate trend-
ing below the benchmark 
lending rate of 2.1%, said Ken 
Cheung, a strategist at Miz-
uho Bank Ltd. in Hong Kong. 
There’s only a “marginal 
benefit of pumping extra 
liquidity into the interbank 
market,” he said.
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From banker to barista: When coffee calls
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Musungwa, a 
43-year-old in-
novator/barista 

has helped reimagine what 
it means to grab and enjoy 
a cup of coffee on the go in 
Harare, with his mobile cof-
fee business, Zimbarista.

It is shortly after 8am on 
a Tuesday, and there is a 
constant stream of gym-go-
ers and commuters making 
their way towards a mobile 
coffee truck parked at a 
service station in Rolf Val-
ley, an upmarket suburb in 
Harare. 

The unit’s barista, Sim-
barashe, greets the custom-
ers with a smile and, for 
some, prompts their orders 
as they approach the truck. 
One woman drops off a 
metal flask, asking that it be 
filled with her “usual.”

This energy and culture 
are replicated in nine other 
locations in Harare, where 
Zimbarista coffee units 
operate, a culture instilled 
by Tungamirai Musungwa, 
founder and owner of the 
business. 

About two decades ago, 
life looked a lot different for 
the entrepreneur, now 43, 
who then worked a com-
fortable “nine-to-five” job 
as a branch manager for a 
bank.

However, celebrating a 
colleague’s work anniver-
sary made him rethink his 
life’s trajectory.

“We had just celebrated 
one of my colleague’s 35th 
anniversary with the bank, 
and at the time, I was about 
27. And I thought to myself, 
‘wow, how is it he has been 
here longer than I have 
been alive?” Musungwa, 
who had by then worked 
for the bank for nine years, 
recalled. “This could be-
come my life too.’

That was the moment, 
Musungwa realised he did 
not want a 10-year anniver-
sary at the bank.

Owning a home and a car 
by the age of 23, Musung-
wa’s life was certainly noth-
ing to sneer at. 

And yet he feared that 
the “rat race” would swal-
low him and that one day, 
he would look back at his 
life and not have much to 
show for it. 

So he started taking steps 
to transition from life in 
the bank. First, off, he em-
barked on a hunt for a con-
tingency plan. 

He scouted for business 
opportunities, looking for 
a gap in the market that he 
could fill.

With a one-year-old baby 
in the home in 2007 - a year 
of economic devastation - 
and no baby items on the 

Dollar edges lower ahead of ECB meeting
 LONDON

The U.S. dollar edged lower in early 
European trade Monday, nudging 
down from multi-year highs, while the 
euro climbed away from parity ahead 
of the week’s European Central Bank 
meeting.

At 02:55 AM ET (0655 GMT), the 
Dollar Index, which tracks the green-
back against a basket of six other cur-
rencies, traded 0.3% lower to 107.588, 
dropping back from last week’s two-
decade high of 109.290.

The dollar index soared to its high-
est level since September 2002 last 
week following the release of consum-
er price data on Wednesday showing 
inflation racing at the fastest pace in 
four decades.

However, expectations of a super-
sized tightening by the Federal Re-
serve of at least 100 basis points at 
its meeting at the end of July have 
been reined in, with Fed Governor 
Christopher Waller and St. Louis Fed 
President James Bullard, both known 
hawks, favoring a 75 bps hike for this 
month, while Michigan 5-Year Infla-
tion Expectations fell to 2.8% for July 
on Friday, from 3.1% in June.

EUR/USD rose 0.2% higher to 1.0109, 
climbing away from parity ahead of 
Thursday’s European Central Bank 
meeting, where policymakers are ex-
pected to begin Europe’s hiking cycle 
with a 25 basis point increase.

However, pressure could easily re-
turn on this pair given the ongoing 
political uncertainty in Italy after 
Prime Minister Mario Draghi tendered 
his resignation last week after one of 
the parties in his broad coalition, the 
5-Star Movement, refused to back the 
government in a parliamentary confi-

Bank of America 
posts decrease in 
quarterly profit 
 WASHINGTON

Bank of America Corp posted a nearly 34% drop in sec-
ond-quarter profit on Monday, hit by a slump in investment 
banking revenue as dealmaking activity was at a fraction of 
last year’s record levels.

Wall Street investment bankers, who were neck-deep in 
deals last year, have seen activity slump in the first half of 
2022 amid volatility in capital markets, geopolitical tensions 
and a risk-off sentiment that has swept across markets glob-
ally.

Bank of America’s shares, which have fallen nearly 28% so 
far this year, were down 1.2% in premarket trading.

With stock market listings on ice and companies slamming 
the brakes on dealmaking, Bank of America’s investment 
banking fees fell 47% to $1.1 billion in the reported quarter.

Revenue in the quarter, net of interest expense, increased 
6% to $22.7 billion.

The U.S. Federal Reserve has been hiking interest rates 
rapidly, in line with its commitment to tame decades-high 
inflation. Though recession risks persist, the move for now 
has translated into higher profits for banks, which typically 
thrive in a high interest rate environment.

Bank of America’s net interest income, a metric that meas-
ures the difference between the interest earned on loans 
and the amount paid out on deposits, jumped 22%, or $2.2 
billion, to $12.4 billion.

Because of the composition of its balance sheet, BofA is 
the most sensitive among large U.S. banks to changes in in-
terest rates.

“Our U.S. consumer clients remained resilient with con-
tinued strong deposit balances and spending levels,” Chief 
Executive Officer Brian Moynihan said.

Combined credit and debit card spend for the bank rose 
11% to $220.5 billion over the immediately preceding quarter. 
That figure was also up 10% year over year.

Total loans and leases, excluding those from the govern-
ment’s Paycheck Protection Program, grew 14% year-over-
year. That figure was also up 4% from the immediately pre-
ceding quarter.

Bank of America recorded average deposits of more than 
$1 trillion, up 10% from a year earlier.

Entrepreneur and innovator Tungamirai Musungwa, founder of Zimbarista (front) and 
one of his staff members Simbarashe (back) next to one of his mobile coffee trucks. 
PHOTO/COURTESY

Deflationary factors, including the strengthening rouble and increased supply of 
fruit, vegetables, eggs and sugar

selling one at the place we op-
erate from, and I said ‘let me 
come and see it’, ” he said. 

In 2009, after a conversation 
with his wife, Musungwa and 
his family bought the shop and 
officially became coffee busi-
ness owners, despite knowing 
nothing about coffee.

“I am in the place of try-
ing things, so I’m not going 
to know anything if I do not 
try anything,” Musungwa ex-
plained. 

“We sold a stand (property) 
that we had in Chishawasha 
Hills and bought the place,” he 
continued.

Musungwa ran the business 
for two years before deciding 
to take on another challenge, 
this time in farming. 

But before he could get 
going, a group of friends ap-
proached him with a different 
proposal. 

His friends were looking to 
start a coffee shop and were 
looking for someone with 
knowledge of running a coffee 
shop to partner with.

“In my mind, I was like, ‘cof-
fee again?’ At the same time, I 
thought, ‘I am coming out of 
this situation, so I guess I could 
just help them in the mean-
time,’ ” he said.

Musungwa was asked to at-
tend an on-the-job training 
with Seattle Coffee Company 
in Johannesburg. There, he ex-
perienced another life-defin-
ing moment.

“I get into Hyde Park Seattle, 
one of their bigger branches, 
and my mind was blown,” Mu-
sungwa recalls.

“The coffee culture in Zim-
babwe is the one that is like “ 
hey, let us meet up for coffee, 
it is a relaxed environment,” he 
explained.

“This was so different from 
the culture in South Africa, 
which was “I need my fix, 
and I have got to get back on 
the road.”    “There were long 
queues of people, and the cof-
fee had to be done fast - in the 
shortest time possible,” Mu-
sungwa continued.

“They are paying top dol-
lar for it; I saw latte art being 
drawn with milk, freehand, 
and I thought to myself, ‘I don’t 
know what I was doing for the 
last two years,’ it was a total 
mind shift,” he explained.

After three years, in 2010, 
Musungwa returned to Zimba-
bwe with his newfound knowl-
edge and co-founded a coffee 
business, Freshly Ground, de-
termined to do things differ-
ently.

“We did extremely well, and 
the business grew; we ended 
up opening one or two other 
outlets,” Musungwa said.

“I managed Freshly Ground 
for about four and a half years 
before I finally left.” Musungwa 
was up for the next challenge, 
now confident that he was 
onto something with coffee.

“There had already been 

things on the horizon that I 
had begun to see. Things like 
the emergence of international 
brands coming in,” Musungwa 
explained.

“I just thought, with the pres-
sure of all these coffee shops 
opening up, and with people 
having options of where to go, 
your market share will eventu-
ally suffer; I thought, ‘how do 
you stay ahead of that? Con-
venience came up,” he said. 
According to Musungwa, peo-
ple are leaning more toward 
convenience, in a world where 
people order online and things 
arrive at their doorstep. 

“How about we make the 
coffee more mobile, rather 
than waiting for people to 
come to us? How about finding 
out where people are already 
meeting and interacting - and 
occupying those spaces?”

To answer these questions, 
Musungwa founded Zimba-
rista, a mobile coffee business 
serving teas and a variety of 
espresso-based coffees (90 per 
cent of which are cappuccinos 
and lattes) and quickly identi-
fied schools as a market where 
parents and guardians gather 
for school drop-off, as well as at 
corporate events. The business 
started to grow.

“Slowly but surely, we began 
to open more and more out-
lets,” he explained. 

At its peak, Zimbarista had 
up to 12 outlets and a vintage 
shop in a VW bus.    

shelves in Harare, Musungwa already 
had a taste for trade.

“Twice a month, on a Friday, after 
work at 4pm, I would get on a bus 
to South Africa. I would get there on 
Saturday morning, go to the shops, 
be back at the bus stop by about 2pm. 
By Sunday morning, I am back in Ha-
rare,” he said.

“I would bring baby food, diapers, 
certain milk for lactose intolerant 
children, and things like that,” he con-
tinued. 

Before long, Musungwa had accu-
mulated a relatively decent number 
of people looking for a product on a 

daily and weekly basis.
However, he realised that as the 

economy improved, the demand for 
supplies brought over the border 
would dwindle and could not sustain 
him, full-time. It was at this point that 
he ventured into the construction 
business - which is how he came to 
coffee.

While interacting with the owners 
of a landscape business at one of the 
construction sites, Musungwa was 
presented with an opportunity to buy 
a coffee shop.

“They said if you know someone 
looking to buy a coffee shop, we are 

dence vote.
President Sergio Mattarella rejected 

his resignation and asked the former 
head of the ECB to address parliament 
this coming week, but if the widely re-
spected leader sticks to his guns then 
the stability of the debt-laden country, 
and thus the euro, is at risk.

Additionally, traders are looking to 
see if the Nord Stream pipe from Russia 
to Germany resumes supplying gas on 
Thursday after a shutdown for sched-
uled maintenance, amid fears that Rus-
sia will choose to prolong the outage 
for political reasons.

“EUR/USD appears primarily driven 
by other factors (macro picture, Rus-
sian gas supply, Fed pricing), but his-
tory tells us that political risk can cause 
a significant build-up in the risk premi-
um on EUR/USD, so that’s a threat not 
to be ignored,” said analysts at ING, in 
a note.

Elsewhere, USD/JPY fell 0.2% to 
138.21 and USD/CNY fell 0.1% to 6.7488, 
with the Bank of Japan set to meet on 
Thursday while China’s central bank 
meets on Wednesday.

GBP/USD rose 0.4% to 1.1900, follow-
ing the second of three debates to de-

termine who will succeed Boris John-
son as Britain’s next Prime Minister.

Conservative MPs vote to eliminate 
one candidate on Monday afternoon 
before a final televised leadership de-
bate on Tuesday. The final two candi-
dates will be decided by a vote of MPs 
on July 21.

Risk sensitive AUD/USD rose 0.3% 
to 0.6812, while NZD/USD rose 0.1% to 
0.6166 after annual New Zealand infla-
tion rose to 7.3% from 6.9% in the first 
quarter, climbing to a fresh 32-year 
high.

 MOSCOW,

RUSSIANS shoppers are switching to 
cheaper food items driven by a drop in 
real disposable income, the country’s 
leading food retailer X5 Group said 
on Monday, as high inflation crimps 
purchasing power.

Though a stronger rouble and a drop 
in consumer demand have helped 
Russia rein in inflation, which soared 
to 20-year highs in annual terms 
after Moscow sent tens of thousands 
of troops into Ukraine on Feb. 24, 
consumer prices are still elevated.

Federal Statistics Service Rosstat last 
week said consumer prices have risen 
11.60% so far this year. But food inflation 
in the second quarter of 2022 was 
running at 19.5% year-on-year, X5 said, 
up from 13.5% in the first quarter.

Deflationary factors, including the 
strengthening rouble and increased 
supply of fruit, vegetables, eggs and 
sugar, are however slowing that growth 
rate, the retailer said.

In a trading update, X5 said net sales 
at its “hard discounter” Chizhik jumped 
28 times year-on-year in the second 
quarter to 6.8 billion roubles ($120.4 

million). Total net sales increased 18.6% 
year-on-year in the quarter to 647.3 
billion roubles and it opened 300 new 
stores.

“X5 continues to focus on strength-
ening its positions in key regions of 
operations and expanding its presence 
and its market share organically as well 
as through selected tactical M&A op-
portunities,” the company said.

X5 could benefit from the exodus 
of foreign companies in opposition to 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine. By the end 
of June, X5 had rebranded almost all 
the stores of the Prisma retail chain 

that it agreed to buy from Finnish firm 
SOK Retail for an undisclosed sum in 
mid-June.

High inflation has been the key con-
cern among Russian households for 
years as it dents living standards, some-
thing that this year will be aggravated 
by the economic crisis triggered by un-
precedented Western sanctions against 
Russia.

The Bank of Russia is widely expected 
to cut its key rate from 9.5% at its July 
22 board meeting after Russia posted a 
drop in consumer prices in June. ($1 = 
56.5000 roubles)

Russians buying cheaper food items as incomes fall
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WORLD
Iran pursues dynamic 
diplomacy to counter 
US isolation, says media

NEW DELHI

Western sanctions introduced 
against Russia won’t bring it down 
to its knees, while third world coun-
tries will suffer, Sri Lanka’s acting 
president, Prime Minister Ranil 
Wickremesinghe said yesterday.

“Do you think sanctions will help? 
It will only drag the prices up. […] Let 
us look at the sanctions that are be-
ing imposed and ask ourselves if this 
is necessary. 

The sanctions won’t bring Rus-
sia to its knees, but it will bring the 
rest of the third world to its knees,” 
he said at an international panel dis-
cussion on preventing hunger and 
famine as quoted by India’s Door-
darshan TV channel.

According to the official, the sanc-
tions affect such countries as Sri 
Lanka where food products are not 
generally accessible. 

“Our issue in Sri Lanka is partly 
self-made and partly due to the glob-
al crisis,” he said, adding that “a glob-
al crisis and an internal crisis both 
have come together and brought us 
to a level where many estimate that 
as much as 6 million people are fac-
ing malnutrition.”

Overall, Wickremesinghe thinks 
that the Western anti-Russian sanc-
tions and the events in Ukraine 
caused the global food and fuel cri-
ses.

The situation in Ukraine and the 
barrage of sanctions that the Unit-
ed States and the European Union 

imposed on Russia have disrupted 
grain supplies, raising the risk of a 

food crisis in a number of countries. 
Wheat and corn prices have 

soared since the beginning of the 
year. A UN Security Council meet-
ing on May 21 revealed that global 
wheat stocks would last for only ten 
weeks and the situation was worse 
than it had been in 2007 and 2008.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey 
Lavrov said earlier that the global 
food crisis, triggered by the coro-
navirus pandemic and miscalcula-
tions by Western countries, had 
erupted long before the launch of 
Russia’s special military operation in 
Ukraine.

 According to Russia’s chief dip-
lomat, the current situation exacer-
bated the problem and the Western 
sanctions became one of the main 
reasons for the food supply disrup-
tions. 		  Agencies

Western sanctions to bring third world ‘to its knees’, not Russia — Sri Lankan PM

The Potala Palace, a cultural site with 
a history of more than 1,300 years and 
the only UNESCO World Heritage site in 
southwest China’s Tibet autonomous re-
gion, is glowing with new vitality under 
the protection of digital technologies.

With just one click, people can ob-
serve a 3D replica of the architectural 
complex on screens; nearly 800 sensors 
placed around and in the palace have re-
corded over 10 million sets of data; over 
1,500 monitoring devices and about 9 
kilometers of sensing fiber optic cables 
have been installed to record the condi-
tions of the palace...

The digitalization of the palace was 

initiated by Dawa Ngodrup, director of 
the digital center under the Potala Pal-
ace’s administrative office, who has been 
working there for 17 years. 

He made the decision to do so after he 
returned from a 2006 visit to the Dun-
huang Academy in Dunhuang, north-
west China’s Gansu province, during 
which he was astonished by many of the 
technologies applied there to map and 
protect murals and ancient structures 
at the Mogao Grottoes, a UNESCO World 
Heritage site in Dunhuang.

In those years, Dawa Ngodrup spent 
almost all of his time in the Potala Palace. 
He always worked extra hours until mid-

night shooting the details of the murals 
in the palace, because the palace was vis-
ited by large numbers of tourists during 
the daytime.

Apart from acquiring the digital infor-
mation of thousands of square meters of 
murals, Dawa Ngodrup also kicked off 
a digital modeling project of the entire 
palace.

The digital modeling was a big chal-
lenge given that the palace was built on 
a mountainside and has complicated 
structures. Many technologies, including 
UAV aerial photography, 3D laser scan-
ning, and multi-view image reconstruc-
tion, were used for rendering the digital 

modeling of the ancient architectural 
complex.

“We did this to form a comprehensive 
database of the palace’s cultural relics, 
facilitate researchers’ work, and reduce 
the risk of damaging cultural relics,” said 
Thubten Tsering, an official with the ad-
ministrative office of the Potala Palace.

Real-time structural monitoring of 
the Potala Palace also mirrors the ap-
plication of modern technologies in the 
maintenance of the cultural site. The 
structural monitoring is a premise for 
the rational operation of the palace, and 
is important for the protection of it.

The monitoring system was tailored 

by professor Yang Na and her team from 
Beijing Jiaotong University. After four 
years of preparations, the first phase of 
the system was officially put into opera-
tion in October 2012 to monitor the key 
parts of the palace’s wooden structures.

Studying the impacts from the tourist 
flow on the palace’s wooden structures, 
the system helped establish a control 
mechanism that regulates the number 
of visitors according to the structural de-
formation caused by the tourist flow, so 
as to prevent the palace from being dam-
aged by regular visiting activities.

The second phase of the system com-
menced in 2015, with a focus on the 

walls, foundations and caves featured at 
the architectural complex.

Staff members can now check data 
of the palace’s walls via an app on their 
mobile phones, thanks to the instal-
lation of 388 sensors, including crack 
meters, inclinometers and soil moisture 
meters, which can realize the real-time 
monitoring of any movement across sur-
face cracks, ambient temperatures, the 
angles of inclinations for walls and pil-
lars, among other key parameters. The 
second phase of the system, which was 
put into use in August 2021, can automat-
ically create quarterly analysis reports.

		  People’s Daily

Potala Palace in NW China’s Tibet put under better protection by digital technologies 

LUSAKA

The 4th African Union 
(AU) mid-year coordinat-
ing meeting concluded 
Sunday in Lusaka, the 
capital of Zambia, with a 
call for members to accel-
erate the integration pro-
cess and promote value 
addition to raw materials 
through increased indus-
trialization.

Macky Sall, the AU chairperson, told reporters during a 
press briefing that the leaders agreed to actualize the im-
plementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA) to promote trade and enhance integration.

Sall (pictured), who is also president of Senegal, said 
the coming into force of the free trading arrangement was 
a step in the right direction but needs to be followed up 
through concrete steps by members.

 He said the meeting tackled the importance of integra-
tion and the importance of a free trading arrangement.

He said Africa has been exporting raw materials for a 
long time, adding that it was time for a paradigm shift by 
ensuring that the continent starts adding value to its raw 
materials.

It was only through value addition that Africa will be 
able to create wealth and jobs for its people, said Sall, 
stressing that this was a process that needs to evolve.He, 
however, said Africa was on the right track toward achiev-
ing the objectives of Agenda 2063, adding that the first 10 
years of the development plan have come to an end and 
work on the next 10-year plan has started.

While acknowledging the progress made in implement-
ing Agenda 2063 in its first 10 years, Sall noted that there 
have been challenges and lessons learned. 

He also said that Saturday’s launch of an early warning 
platform, the Inter-Regional Knowledge Exchange on Ear-
ly Warning and Conflict Prevention, will go a long way in 
promoting peace and ensuring stability on the continent.

The one-day meeting was held with a theme featuring 
Building Resilience in Nutrition on the African Continent: 
Accelerate the Human Capital, Social and Economic De-
velopment.

Zambian President Hakainde Hichilema said in the 
opening remarks that the theme of the meeting under-
scored the need for countries to reflect on how to trans-
form the potential in the agriculture sector into tangible 
results for the wellbeing of people by ensuring that nutri-
tion and food security were guaranteed.

While acknowledging the challenges facing Africa, the 
Zambian leader expressed optimism that the challenges 
could be resolved if countries worked together.

He urged member countries to consider signing and rat-
ifying the Africa Risk Capacity Treaty which will open up 
assistance channels in planning, preparing and respond-
ing to shocks in a timely and cost-effective manner.

The Zambian president also called for increased pro-
ductivity in the agriculture sector as well as accelerated 
value addition through agro-processing in order to guard 
against the growing global problem of food insecurity 
which has been compounded by rising costs of food, en-
ergy and agricultural inputs.

The meeting followed the holding of the 41st Ordinary 
Session of the Executive Council which was attended by 
ministers responsible for foreign affairs. 

It brought together members of the Bureau of the As-
sembly of the AU and the chairpersons of Regional Eco-
nomic Communities to discuss various pertinent issues 
concerning the African continent. 		  Xinhua

AU mid-year coordinating meeting ends with call to 
accelerate integration, boost industrialisation

TEHRAN

U.S. President Joe Biden’s first Mid-
dle East tour meant to rally support to 
counter what he called “Iranian threats” 
is most likely to see a watered-down 
achievement, given Iran’s sustained ef-
forts to improve relations with neigh-
bors and other countries in the region, 
analysts said.

A handful of Iranian media outlets 
recently reviewed the track record of 
Iran’s foreign policy under the current 
administration that has put regional 
countries on top of its priorities, finding 
some fruitful outcomes in fixing Iran’s 
strained ties with regional powers such 
as Saudi Arabia.

WEST NO LONGER PRIORITY
Since the first day of his administra-

tion, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi 
has been focusing on developing ties 
with, firstly, neighbors and regional 
countries and, secondly, Asian and oth-
er countries.

“As widely confirmed by experts, 
Iran’s neighbors offer considerable ca-
pacities for exchanges in the economy, 
energy, transit and trade sectors,” the 
semi-official Tasnim News Agency wrote 
in a recent analysis on Raisi’s approach. 

The most important strategy Raisi has 
pursued is to go beyond the “unwrit-
ten” convention of limiting Iran’s foreign 
policy to the interactions with the West, 

Khabaronline news website wrote in an 
opinion piece on the 11-month perfor-
mance of the Raisi administration.

Instead, “he and his team have con-
stantly taken major steps toward open-
ing new chapters in bilateral ties with 
neighbors and regional states and clear-
ing up the misunderstandings,” the web-
site wrote.

The Raisi administration managed to 
prepare all the ground for Iran to get full 
membership of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organisation, in a bid to enjoy the 
abundant opportunities the transna-
tional group can offer, it added.

NEUTRALIZATION OF SANCTIONS
Tasnim said the Raisi administration 

has made “diverse achievements” in di-
plomacy, such as a 400-percent increase 
in transactions with Tajikistan, expan-
sion of strategic relations with Russia, 
and expressing willingness for coopera-
tion with BRICS and other regional and 
international organizations.

Raisi has sought to minimize the im-
pacts of intensified U.S.-led Western 
sanctions on his country with such a 
“dynamic diplomacy” and by adopting a 
“Look to the East” policy, among other 
efforts, semi-official Fars News Agency 
said in a recent article. 

Iran has been a target of U.S. coercive 
measures over the past four decades, es-
pecially since May 2018 when then U.S. 
President Donald Trump unilaterally 

MOSCOW

Moscow cherishes its friendship with Tehran that has a 
rich history and was recently given a new impulse, Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Peskov said in an interview with Iran’s 
state-run broadcaster shown on the Rossiya-24 television 
yesterday.

“Iran is our friend and partner, and we do appreciate our 
relations,” Peskov said. According to him, the two presi-
dents have had four contacts this year, “and they will hope-
fully meet again in the next few days.”

He noted that political, diplomatic and economic rela-
tions between Moscow and Tehran were given a new impe-
tus in recent years.

“However, the history of our relations is not reduced to 
several years or months, as we know Russia and Iran as two 
countries that have a long and very rich history,” with the 
first diplomatic contacts between Russia and Persia dating 
back to the 16th century, Peskov recalled.

Therefore, bilateral relations have deep roots and a very 
powerful potential that enables Moscow and Tehran to 
“reach out for wider horizons,” while respecting each oth-
er’s interests and showing mutual respect, Peskov added.

Moscow says friendship with its 
partner Tehran deeply cherished

United Arab Emirates authorities have 
detained Asim Ghafoor, a US citizen and civ-
il rights attorney who previously served as a 
lawyer for slain journalist Jamal Khashoggi, 
said US-based rights group DAWN of whose 
board Ghafoor is a member.

A UAE government official confirmed 
Ghafoor was arrested while transiting 
through Dubai International Airport on July 
14 on charges related to an in absentia con-
viction for money laundering pursuant to 
evidence heard by Emirati courts.

A senior US administration official had 
told reporters earlier on Saturday that the 
United States was aware, but could not say 
whether President Joe Biden would raise 
the issue in bilateral talks with the UAE pres-
ident on the sidelines of an Arab summit in 

Saudi Arabia.
“There’s no indication that it has anything 

to do with the Khashoggi issue,” the official 
added.

Saudi journalist Khashoggi was killed by 
Saudi agents in 2018 at the kingdom’s Istan-
bul consulate in an operation that US intelli-
gence says Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman approved. The prince 
denies involvement.

Democracy for the Arab World Now said 
in a statement on Friday that Ghafoor, a civil 
rights attorney based in Virginia, was en 
route to Istanbul to attend a family wedding.

The Emirati official, responding to a Re-
uters request for comment, said the UAE 
has granted a request by the US embassy to 
conduct a consular visit and that since the 

original trial was held in absentia, Ghafoor 
is permitted to request a retrial.

“A request has been received and granted, 
resulting in the case being reopened, and 
the relevant legal proceedings are under-
way,” the official said.

DAWN cited US consular officials as saying 
the lawyer was being held in a detention fa-
cility in Abu Dhabi and that Ghafoor stated 
he had no knowledge of any legal matter 
against him.

It said the conviction was obtained “with-
out due process” and called for his immedi-
ate release.

Rights groups say the UAE has jailed hun-
dreds of activists, academics and lawyers in 
unfair trails on broad charges.

The UAE has rejected such accusations as 
baseless and says it is committed to human 
rights under the country’s charters.

Biden had said he would raise human 
rights during his trip to the region which 
concluded on Saturday.

                                                             Agencies

UAE detains US lawyer for Khashoggi on money laundering charges

pulled Washington out of a 2015 nuclear deal 
and intensified sanctions on Iran.

However, the rise in vaccine imports and oil 
sales, Iran’s more active and influential role 
in the region, and its increased interactions 
with the rest of the world are all evidence of 
the positive outcomes of Tehran’s approach 
against such sanctions, the Fars article noted.

In line with its policy of boosting ties with 
neighbors and regional countries, the Raisi ad-
ministration revived Iran’s relations with the 
Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO), an 
Asian political and economic intergovernmen-
tal organization, and had an active presence 
in the 15th ECO Summit hosted by Turkmeni-
stan last November, where Iran, Azerbaijan 
and Turkmenistan signed a gas swap deal that 
helped resolve Iran’s gas dispute with Azerbai-
jan, Khabaronline said.

Abbas Moqtadaei, vice chairman of the Na-
tional Security and Foreign Policy Commis-
sion of the Iranian parliament, told official 
news agency IRNA that the Raisi administra-
tion’s good-neighborliness approach will open 
up new cooperation potential in economy, 
trade and politics.

EFFORTS BEARING FRUIT
Over the past years, Iran’s strained ties with 

some regional countries allowed the United 
States sufficient room to pressure Iran through 

sanctions and isolation policy, analysts said. 
But under Raisi, Tehran managed to revive or, 
at least, began to mend some of its strained re-
lations, Khabaronline wrote.

“One of the measures taken by the Raisi ad-
ministration was to start a new round of Iraq-
brokered normalization talks with Saudi Ara-
bia,” as Tehran-Riyadh tensions in recent years 
are among the most challenging problems to 
solve in the region, according to Khabaronline. 

Iran and other Arab states have also seen fre-
quent mutual visits over the last few months, 
Tehran Times said, adding that Raisi has trav-
elled to many countries, including Oman and 
Qatar, in a bid to advance the country’s foreign 
policy goals.

Official voices from countries with strained 
relations with Iran, including those that came 
during Biden’s first trip to the Middle East, 
have shown that the Raisi administration’s 
diplomatic efforts are gradually coming to 
fruition.

Anwar Gargash, a senior diplomatic advisor 
to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) president, 
told reporters on Friday that the UAE is work-
ing to send an ambassador to Tehran in thaw-
ing relations.

“We are open to cooperation, but not coop-
eration targeting any other country in the re-
gion and I specifically mention Iran,” he said.   	
				    Xinhua

Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud (R) meets with U.S. President Joe Biden at the Al-Salam 
Palace in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, on Saturday.  Xinhua
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world news

MADRID/LISBON

A heatwave sweeping southern 
Europe that has caused hundreds 
of deaths and huge wildfires in 
past weeks showed some signs of 
abating on Monday but continued 
to move north, including towards 
Britain where authorities issued 
an extreme weather warning.

Much of Europe is baking in a 
heatwave that scientists say is con-
sistent with climate change and 
has pushed temperatures into the 
mid-40s Celsius in some regions, 
with wildfires raging across tinder-
dry countryside in Portugal, Spain 
and France. 

Temperatures in some parts of 
southern Europe began to ease 
over the weekend but thousands 
of firefighters across the region 
still battled to contain hundreds of 
wildfires and authorities said the 
risk of further blazes remained ex-
tremely high.

Spain was facing the eighth 
and last day of a more than week-
long heatwave on Monday, which 
caused more than 510 heat-related 
deaths, according to estimates 
from the Carlos III Health Institute.

With fires burning thousands 
of hectares in Galicia, Castille and 
Leon, Catalonia, Extremadura 
and Andalusia, Spain mourned 

Southern Europe battles wildfires 
as heatwave spreads north

At around 7:00 am, the Lhasa railway 
station, located at an altitude of 3,700 
meters in the capital city of southwest 
China’s Tibet autonomous region, went 
bustling. Large groups of passengers, 
including tourists and local residents, 
waited at the station for train an-
nouncements.

“Passengers on train C881 please 
proceed to the ticket gate.” Passengers 
started moving toward the platforms 
as the announcements were broadcast, 
where the Fuxing bullet trains and nor-
mal-speed trains stopped to meet their 
guests. 

This has happened every day at the 
railway station over the past year since 
the Lhasa-Nyingchi railway was put into 
operation.

On June 25, 2021, the Lhasa-Nyingchi 
railway opened, providing southeast 
Tibet with access to railway services 
for the first time in history, and bring-
ing the first Fuxing bullet train to the 
region.

Over the past year, the personnel and 
economic exchanges between south-
east Tibet and other parts of China have 
become closer and more frequent, and 
local industries have achieved constant 
development thanks to the opening of 
the railway. It has promoted local em-
ployment for people in remote regions.

The railway, with a designed speed 
of 160 km per hour, greatly shortens 
the travel time for passengers in Tibet. 
It takes more than four hours to drive 
from Lhasa to Nyingchi, but the train 
trip costs only around three.

JERUSALEM

The chief of Israel’s armed forces 
will visit Morocco yesterday in the 
highest-level public engagement 
between the countries, which up-
graded ties in 2020 under a US dip-
lomatic drive. 

While Lieutenant-General Aviv 
Kochavi’s trip has been showcased 
by Israel as part of emerging defence 
cooperation with the North African 
country, Rabat has also been trying 
to broker improved conditions for 
the Palestinians.

“One of the subjects that will be 
discussed (in Morocco) this week 
will be knowledge-sharing, training 
– the ability to train together in joint 
manoeuvres – weapons develop-
ment, the transfer of know-how and 
perhaps also of weaponry,” Israeli 
military spokesman Brigadier-Gen-
eral Ran Kochav told Ynet TV.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Rabat.

The Moroccan rapprochement 
with Israel followed its normalisa-
tion deal with the United Arab Emir-
ates and Bahrain, pacts that Wash-
ington, seeking closer cooperation 
among its allies to offset a rising Iran, 
dubbed the “Abraham Accords”.

Israel and Morocco established 
low-level relations in the 1990s but 

these had been suspended after a 
Palestinian uprising against Israel 
erupted in 2000. The upgrade of ties 
in 2020, which remains short of full 
normalisation, has brought direct 
flights between the countries and a 
range of bilateral deals.

“Not everything is about secu-
rity,” Israeli Transportation Minister 
Merav Michaeli told Reuters in an 
interview about relations with Mo-
rocco. “There are wide interests that 
we have together and we share.”

She credited Morocco with medi-
ating a deal to permanently open a 
border crossing from Jordan to the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank that is 
important for Palestinian traffic, 
and said she was in talks with Rabat 
about other infrastructure projects.

“Morocco is the player that is able 
to bring everyone together, to soften 
everybody’s hardships around what-
ever issue there is,” Michaeli said. 
“They just have a way of speaking 
to everyone in a way that gets them 
around the table and gets them to 
cooperate.”

The Israeli military said it hosted 
a Moroccan commando unit for a 
multi-nation exercise in July 2021, es-
tablished direct military ties with Ra-
bat in March 2022 and, last month, 
hosted Moroccan top brass to agree 
on a year-long joint work program.

Top Israeli general to discuss 
defence in first Morocco visit

WELLINGTON

Australia’s Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese has ruled out 
cutting the coronavirus isolation 
period from seven days. 

Albanese  yesterday said it is “not 
the time” to consider winding back 
the isolation period amid surging 
case numbers in the current win-
ter months.

Dominic Perrottet, Premier of 

the country’s most populous state of 
New South Wales, has called for the 
federal government to consider cut-
ting that period. In response, Alba-
nese said no change was imminent.

“The advice that is there from the 
Chief Medical Officer, Professor Kel-
ly, was that now is certainly not the 
time for that to be reconsidered,” he 
told South Australian radio station 
FIVEaa.

“That’s something health offi-

cials will continue to look at. But 
given the increased spread of the 
COVID-19 virus in recent times that 
we’ll see continuing, it’s expected to 
peak over coming weeks, now’s not 
the time to change those provisions 
which are there.”

Coronavirus case numbers in 
Australia are expected to spike in 
the coming weeks, with authorities 
warning that “it’s likely” some mil-
lions of Australians will catch CO-

VID-19.
More than 35,000 new COVID-19 

cases and over 20 deaths were re-
ported across Australia yesterday.

It comes at a time when influenza 
cases continue to soar.

According to the latest Austra-
lian Influenza Surveillance Report, 
there had been 187,431 confirmed flu 
cases in Australia as of July 3 and 113 
deaths.

Of those cases, 36,719 were re-

ported in the two weeks leading up 
to July 3.

“From mid-April 2022, the weekly 
number of notifications of laborato-
ry-confirmed influenza reported in 
Australia has exceeded the five-year 
average,” the report said.

More than 1,300 cases have re-
quired hospitalization for treat-
ment, 6.5 percent of which were 
admitted directly to intensive care.

		        Agencies

COVID-19: Australian PM rules out reducing isolation period

Different from the highway, 
the railway was framed to cover 
much more areas along its course. 
Nowadays, with an expressway 
and a railway linking the two 
cities, all counties and districts 
along the routes are included in a 
rapid transportation network.

The railway is the best choice 
for passengers both on business 
trips and family visits for its speed, 
comfort, punctuality and stability. 
It has recorded daily delivery of 
over 4,300 passengers and car-
ried a total of nearly 1.14 million 
passengers since its opening. 

A “three-hour economic circle” 
that covers Lhasa, Nyingchi and 
other cities has taken shape, in-
jecting strong impetus into the 
development of Tibet.

“The railway has brought better 
development to the tourism in-
dustry in our county,” said an aid-
Tibet cadre surnamed Gao from 
central China’s Hubei province, 
who currently serves as a gov-
ernor of Gyaca county in Tibet’s 
Shannan.

Recently, he joined a promo-
tional event for Shannan’s tourism 
held in Lhasa, where he learned 
that Gyaca county has become a 
new popular destination for tour-
ists as it only takes two hours to 
arrive in the county from Lhasa by 
train.

Since last year, the number of 
beds at Gyaca county’s hotels 

surged from 300 to around 500. 
The county has provided a shuttle 
service between its train station 
and the county seat, as well as oth-
er hot destinations in the county. 
Convenient transportation is also 
vitalizing local industries, such as 
the nut business.

A villager from Bayi district, Ny-
ingchi, said the Nyingchi railway 
station has changed the life of him 
and his fellow villagers, who work 
at the station as stevedores.

Over the past year, more than 
6,100 tons of food and beverage, 
as well as 3,800 tons of electrical 
appliances have been shipped to 
the Nyingchi railway station in-
stead of expensive road freight in 
the past. The railway cargo service 
not only lowers logistics costs, 
but also offers job opportunities 
for many local people. During the 
busiest period last summer, there 
were 60 to 70 stevedores working 
at the train station at most, driving 
the employment of the labor force 
in nearby villages.

At present, the local railway de-
partment employs more than 400 
people nearby to work in cleaning 
and security.

The Fuxing bullet trains run-
ning on the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau 
are bringing tangible benefits to 
the transportation, work and life 
of the local people, carrying them 
to a brighter future.

		  People’s Daily

pecting the heatwave to hit them in 
coming days.

Britain was on course for its hottest 
day on record on Monday with tem-
peratures forecast to hit 40C for the 
first time, forcing train companies to 
cancel services, schools to close early 
and ministers to urge the public to stay 
at home.

The government has triggered a 
“national emergency” alert as tem-
peratures were forecast to surpass 
the 38.7C recorded in the Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden in 2019 on 
Monday and Tuesday.

“We hoped we wouldn’t get to this 
situation but for the first time ever we 
are forecasting greater than 40C in the 
UK,” climate attribution scientist at the 
Met Office, Dr Nikos Christidis, said. 

“Climate change has already influ-
enced the likelihood of temperature 
extremes in the UK. The chances of 
seeing 40C days in the UK could be 
as much as 10 times more likely in the 
current climate than under a natural 
climate unaffected by human influ-
ence,” he said.

In France, wildfires had spread over 
11,000 hectares in the southwestern re-
gion of Gironde, and more than 14,000 
people have been evacuated, regional 
authorities said on Sunday afternoon.

More than 1,200 firefighters were 
trying to control the blazes, the authori-
ties said in a statement.

Lhasa-Nyingchi railway benefits local people, economy

A woman and her children arrive at the Anse lake, outside Lyon, central France, during a heatwav on Sunday.  AP

MOSCOW

French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s 
proposal to create a 
“European political 
community” is a de-
liberately confronta-
tional idea with anti-
Russian intentions, 
Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergey Lavrov said 
in his interview for Iz-
vestia published yesterday.

“So far, they have been advertising the ‘European 
political community,’ initiated by French President 
Macron, where there will be no particular financial or 
economic benefits, but there will be demands for full 
solidarity with the EU on its anti-Russian actions. 

This is no longer an ‘or-or’ principle, but a ‘who is not 
with is against us’ principle. Macron himself explained 
what this community is: the EU will invite all European 
countries to join, from Iceland to Ukraine, but not Rus-
sia. 

I will point it out right here that we don’t need to go 
there, but the statement itself, which unveils the na-
ture of this deliberately confrontational, dividing idea, 
is noteworthy,” the Foreign Minister said. Agencies

Lavrov calls ‘European Political Community’ 
deliberately confrontational initiative

A Texas legislators’ probe of the Uvalde school 
shooting that left 21 dead blamed “systemic failures” 
and poor leadership for contributing to the death toll, 
a report released on Sunday found. 

The Texas House of Representatives committee in-
vestigation marked the most exhaustive attempt so far 
to determine why it took more than an hour for police 
and other officers to confront and kill the 18-year-old 
gunman at Robb Elementary School on May 24.

The bottom line, the report found, is that “law en-
forcement responders failed to adhere to their active 
shooter training, and they failed to prioritize saving 
the lives of innocent victims over their own safety.”

The 77-page report said 376 law enforcement offi-
cers rushed to the school in a chaotic scene marked 
by a lack of clear leadership and sufficient urgency.

“Other than the attacker, the Committee did not 
find any ‘villains’ in the course of its investigation,” 
the report stated. “Instead, we found systemic failures 
and egregious poor decision making.”

“The void of leadership could have contributed to 
the loss of life as injured victims waited over an hour 
for help, and the attacker continued to sporadically 
fire his weapon.”

Uvalde Mayor Don McLaughlin said in an emailed 
statement that the city had placed Lieutenant Maria-
no Pargas, who was the acting city policy chief on the 
day of the shooting, on administrative leave. 

Pargas did not immediately respond to a request for 
comment from Reuters.

State police officials have sharply criticized the 
leadership of Pete Arredondo, the police chief of the 
school district’s six-man police force, who state police 
have said was in control of the scene.

But the report noted that hundreds of officers from 
agencies that were better trained and better equipped 
than the school police force badly failed, too.

“Despite an obvious atmosphere of chaos, the rank-
ing officers of other responding agencies did not 
approach(Arredondo) or anyone else perceived to be 
in command to point out the lack of and need for a 
command post, or to offer that specific assistance,” 
the report stated.

The mayor McLaughlin also on Sunday released 
body camera footage from some of the city police of-
ficers who responded to the shooting, which showed 
the confusion of the scene.

The body cam footage of one officer who was among 
the first to arrive inside the school, just a few minutes 
after the gunman had fired over 100 rounds inside the 
classrooms, showed the chaos.

The officer approached the door of the classroom 
and was grazed with one of the gunman’s shots. He 
asked fellow officers in the hallway if he was bleeding, 
then momentarily retreated outside the school.

“He’s in the class!,” the officer told colleagues out-
side. “We gotta get in there! We gotta get in there, he 
just keeps shooting!”

Shortcomings and failures 
The report found multiple failures at the school, not-

ing the five-foot tall exterior fence around the school 
that could not impede the gunman. There was also a 
“regrettable culture of noncompliance by school per-
sonnel” when it came to leaving exterior and interior 
doors unlocked or propped open. The gunman easily 
entered the school through an unlocked door.

The report also found that of the approximately 142 
rounds the attacker fired inside the building, it was 
“almost certain” that around 100 of those shots were 
fired before any officer entered the school.

The report described “shortcomings and failures of 
the Uvalde Consolidated Independent School District 
and of various agencies and officers of law enforce-
ment” and “an overall lackadaisical approach” by the 
authorities.

Part of that could be explained by communications 
failures.

Children inside the classrooms where the killing 
took place called 911 and pleaded for help, but the 
report said that nobody ensured that responders 
making key decisions inside the building knew about 
those emergency calls or “received information that 
students and teachers had survived the initial burst 
of gunfire.”

“Nobody in command analyzed this information to 
recognize that the attacker was preventing critically 
injured victims from obtaining medical care,” the re-
port stated. 

				                Agencies

Report finds ‘systemic failures,’ 
poor leadership in Uvalde shooting

the death of one firefighter in the northwestern province 
of Zamora on Sunday evening. Almost the entire country 
faces an extreme fire risk.

“There are never words to thank the immense work of 
those who fight the fires tirelessly,” Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez said on Sunday night in a condolence message on 
Twitter. More than 70,000 hectares have burnt in Spain so 
far this year, the worst year of the last decade, according 
to official data. Last month, a huge wildfire in Sierra de la 
Culebra, Castille and Leon, ravaged about 30,000 hectares 
of land.

Spain also reported a second death caused by a wild-
fire after a fireman died on Sunday. A 69-year-old was 

found dead on Monday in Ferreruela, in an area burned 
by flames, emergency authorities said. Local media said it 
was a farmer.

In Portugal, temperatures dropped over the weekend, 
but the risk of wildfires remained very high across most of 
the country, according to the Portuguese Institute of Me-
teorology (IPMA).

More than 1,000 firefighters, backed by 285 vehicles and 
14 aircraft, were battling nine ongoing wildfires, mainly in 
the country’s northern regions, authorities said.

National emergencies
Belgium and Germany were among the countries ex-

A Fuxing bullet train runs in Shannan, southwest China’s Tibet autonomous region. (Photo by Xu Yuyao/People’s Daily)

IDF Chief of Staff Aviv Kochavi
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 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

IN the evolution of football in 
Tanzania, it was easy for the sport’s 
lovers to predict that the country’s first 
player to play soccer in Europe would be 
playing in the attacking area.

Doing so was not quite challenging 
as no area is as easy for a soccer lover 
to calculate a player’s statistics as the 
attacking area.

A soccer fanatic will just count the 
goals the footballer scored and then find 
out that the latter is a good goal scorer.

The fanatic can also count the number 
of the footballer’s assists, but the main 
goal of an attacker is to score. 

The goal-getter can even tap the ball 
using his stomach but the sport’s lovers 
will count it, whether it is a spectacular 
or ordinary goal.

And there is no bad goal scorer in the 
world, there is neither a forward that 
drills in goals easily nor an attacker that 
scores in difficult positions.

The goals that soccer followers feel 
are scored easily result from an attacker 
staying in his position at the right time 
but not every attacker can do that.

It was easy for the European outfits 
to rope in forward Mbwana Samatta 
because they looked at his numbers with 
DR Congo side TP Mazembe.

They did not need to know about his 
nationality, given that nationality does 
not score goals and, for that matter, 
Belgium club Genk signed Samatta as I 
thought before.

But the outfit currently has another 
forward Kelvin John, this one has also 
been signed because of his numbers. 
Ever since he was in the national junior 
sides, John has been a good goal scorer.

It was easy for the Belgium outfit to 
just look at his goals and then pick him 
up.

But if a footballer follower looks 
closely, many of the recent stars who 
have been going outside Tanzania are 
attackers.

They are the likes of Habib Kyombo, 
Eliud Ambokile, Eliuter Mpepo, and 
others, European outfits are very much 
looking for attackers.

Before midfielder Novatus Dismas 
who has recently joined Belgian Premier 
League club Zulte Weregem, Himid 
Mao remained the only midfielder who 
played professional football outside 
Tanzania.

It seems like domestic players playing 
in midfield find it difficult to have the 
opportunity to play soccer abroad.

By going to play football in a Belgian 
Premier League club, Dismas has 
honoured Tanzania for two issues, the 
first of which is he has continued to 
honour his country in Belgian football.

He becomes the third star from 
Tanzania to play in the Belgian Premier 
League after Samatta and John.

These three footballers have paved 
the way for other Tanzania stars who are 
more reliable in the country.

Before them, a football fanatic 
could hardly harbour optimism that a 
Tanzanian player can achieve success 
in Europe because the continent’s 
outfits have concentrated on roping in 
footballers from Ivory Coast, Nigeria, 
Cameroon, and elsewhere where there is 
good history in football.

Dismas has nevertheless made the 
midfield position quite interesting, but 
I do not know much about Tanzania’s 
soccer legend, Sunday Manara, who is 
also mentioned as a footballer with a 
successful spell in European football in 
his heyday.

It is mentioned that Manara was an 
attacking midfielder, those were the old 
days.

In the current era, Dismas has 
represented his country in that sensitive 
area of football, it is an area that was for 
many years producing top players.

For domestic football fans that are a 
little older, they will remember gifted 
midfielders Athuman China, Method 
Mogella, Issa Athuman, Hamis Gaga, 
Dadi Athumani, Steven Mussa, Octavian 
Mrope, and many others.

Sometimes an individual might have 
watched them play football and say, 
‘If Gaga had been around in this era 

then the midfielder would have played 
professional football in Europe’.

These are common statements in 
either streets or coffee spots but now 
some players are holding sway, including 
Dismas, Jonas Mkude, Ibrahim Ajibu, and 
others.

Because domestic football fans are 
in a transparent world, it would not be 
appropriate if after several years they 
would start telling each other, ‘If it were 
this era, then Dismas would play in 
Europe’.

The time is now, Dismas has done well 
because he has left an outfit based in a 
country that battles it out in European 
competitions and moved to another 
outfit on the same continent.

It means that he has been seen serving 
a modest European club and then he 
joined a high-profile outfit.

The Israel Premier League has low 
status compared to the Belgian Premier 
League, which means that Dismas has 
done a good job in Israel to get the 
upgrade.

He has not gone to Zulte Weregem to 
simply increase the number of players 
on the outfit’s bench, he joined the side 
to prove his worth.

At the age of 19, Dismas has gone to 
Europe at the most appropriate time, 
this will be discussed another day.

The fact however is that he can achieve 
more success because he has moved to a 
league that produces talent which moves 
to much more established leagues at a 
young age.

Yaya Toure, Victor Wanyama, Cheikh 
Kouyate, and others played in the Belgian 
Premier League and went to the bigger 
leagues because many scouts have been 
keeping an eye on it.

As far as I know, Dismas, the former 
Azam FC defensive midfielder, will not 
let his country down.

Although he has a teenager appearance, 
he is mentally and physically mature.

He plays soccer well and there is no 
doubt that he represents his country 
well in the midfield area which for 
many years, especially in the past, had 
footballers with two qualities.

They are elegant players with great 
technique that can also play tough. This 
is what Athuman China was all about, 
according to old football supporters’ 
talks.

Domestic soccer enthusiasts ought 
to keep reminding themselves that this 
time other East African countries are 
relying on players who play professional 
football outside their borders to achieve 
success, we have to follow that path.

I hardly believe that local footballers 
can solely propel the senior national side 
to success in major competitions.

Such players in the likes of Dismas are 
the ones needed by the national squad to 
help it enjoy success. 

Foreign-based footballers will inject 
knowledge into the senior national team, 
there is no shortcut.

Dismas has also continued to show 
that local players can play in Europe.

 Whether Samatta was viewed as a 
local footballer that moved to Europe 
at the right time, or John is viewed as 
a performer that was promoted by 
Samatta, Dismas has provided local 
soccer fanatics with a different example.

 Through Dismas, who has gone to a 
Belgian Premier League club without 
having a relationship with Samatta, it has 
become clear that there is a possibility 
that he will scale great height without 
Samatta’s help.

Dismas paves way 
for Tanzania’s 
midfielders in Europe 

Recycling players takes distinct turn 
with higher capacity Premier League

 By Correspondent Michael Eneza

W
HAT tradition-
ally used to 
be seen in the 
past as shifting 

players among Mainland Tan-
zania Premier League clubs 
has distinctly changed, such 
that if one was used to the old 
scene as a sort of natural to 
Tanzania, one would look at 
the current situation as virtu-
ally unheard of, or unthink-
able.

Two specific tendencies 
appear to be over and done 
with, first a wholesale offload-
ing of players from leading 
clubs and especially the city 
rivals, to pick the best players 
emerging during the outgoing 
season.

That was not to be seen at 
the end of this season, as clubs 
sought to find players for spe-
cific positions they believed 
needed to be ‘upgraded.’

The norm is scaled in three 
levels, first plucking the best 
players from upper-level Pre-
mier League sides that failed 
to clinch top four positions, 
as they have good players but 
will not have the finance to 
keep players who are needed 
by those who will be compet-
ing in Africa inter-club cham-
pionships. 

The leading club losing play-
ers in this manner is Coastal 
Union, whose failure to reach 
the top four exposed them 
to losing Abdulhamis Sulei-
man ‘Sopu’ to Azam FC, while 
Geita Gold FC held to their 
commendable striker George 
Mpole from intense efforts at 
poaching, especially by the 
city rivals, for the simple rea-
son that they have reason to 
crowd him tightly.

The second level of losing 

Dodoma Jiji FC’s midfielder, Erick Nkosi (L), seeks to contain Ruvu Shooting’s midfielder 
Renatus Kisase when the clubs locked horns in a 2021/22 NBC Premier League clash 
that took place in Coast Region in February. PHOTO: COURTESY OF DODOMA JIJI FC 

Dar es Salaam’s Cambiasso Sports Academy’s footballers feature in training at Uhuru Stadium last weekend. PHOTO: 
CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

players, and hereby considerable 
numbers, are leading players from 
clubs that are put to relegation, as 
various higher ranked sides seek to 
reinforce their numbers by picking 
from the now cheaper players of 
those sides.

No longer going to benefit from 
Premier League sponsorship funds, 
it is hard for them to keep players 
who would be promised consider-
ably higher salaries with top-flight 
sides, thus they will seek to be eased 
out, or bought out if they have a con-
tinuing contractual engagement. 

The middle clubs appear not to 
be losing players, save in some in-
stances, but nothing on a big scale 
as earlier.

There is a sense in which one can 
say we now have a more profes-
sional league than earlier, where 
it tended to be amateur until there 

was overall sponsorship technically 
enabled by digital television. 

The rather recent capacity 
brought international and local soc-
cer on domestic screens, and local 
players were being sought outside. 

It enhanced the value of advertis-
ing a team and its assets, as a single 
good transfer repays much of what 
an investor would have spent for the 
year, though it isn’t calculated to pay 
back.

That is the preliminary lesson of a 
more professional setup of the Pre-
mier League, with all clubs having 
upwards of 100m/- in preliminary 
sponsorship funds, and then having 
either ‘domestic’ or internal spon-
sors for each club (unless a club opts 
out of the overall coverage), equity 
is enhanced. 

Clubs are ‘more equal’ in the sense 
of being able to hold to their players 

unless there is a big reason, if a player 
is sought by the four teams listed for 
continental championships, and even 
then they can state a steep price if 
they are themselves involved.

When they aren’t, they will be in 
a position to negotiate, not call the 
shots, as the player will not be leaving 
under whatever circumstances, but no 
real impediments will be put up.

One illustration of this equality is 
the way the two top city sides failed to 
buy out George Mpole from Geita Gold 
FC, that it is akin to the way it now ap-
pears Manchester United superstar 
Cristiano Ronaldo might finally re-
main in place.

The reason was singular that those 
playing in the UEFA Champions 
League find no reason to pay the sums 
demanded with the player where all 
focus will be on one season, the next 
being unpredictable for the player, as 
at that time he will be 38 years old.

Age was a factor but the cash was 
more important, thus enabling the 
club with an expensive player to retain 
him, as scouts seek equally good play-
ers elsewhere, especially by recruiting 
from within the region and for some of 
them, a bit further.

Noticeably as well, the big clubs are 
now rivalling other recruiting agents 
in top-of-the-pile North African sides, 
for instance, the fact that Simba SC 
signed Augustine Okrah from Bechem 
United of Ghana, a club finishing third 
in the Premier League, scoring 13 goals 
in 32 league appearances, which on-
line sites say is the club’s highest so far.

Others say he is one of a handful of 
local league players often picked in 
the Ghanaian national side, a giant by 
African standards as it ranks among 
the 10 best national sides in the con-
tinent. 

He is a player that could have been 
picked by either the South African 
moneybag Premier League sides, or 
sides in North Africa, which suggests 
that the Mainland Tanzania Premier 
League is ticking, unfolding its poten-
tial.

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

TANZANIA Prisons’ assistant 
coach Shabani Mtupa has re-
vealed that coaching tactics 
deployed in the squad were the 
reasons behind the team’s poor 
performance in the just-ended 
NBC Premier League.

The Mbeya side wound up 
its campaign in NBC Premier 
League placed 14th in the log 
with 29 points having taken part 
in 30 matches.

The side was forced to battle 
it out in Premier League promo-
tion/relegation play-offs with 
will fellow league side, Mtibwa 
Sugar, the latter won 3-2 on ag-
gregate to hold on to its place in 
the league.

Mtibwa Sugar had completed 
the Premier League having been 
placed 13th with 31 points, two 
points ahead of Tanzania Pris-
ons.

In the playoffs, Mtibwa Sugar 
cruised to a 3-1 victory in the 
first leg played in Mbeya, and 
in the remaining clash played in 

Morogoro, Prisons notched a 1-0 
victory which could not turn the 
side’s fortunes around.

Prisons were then required 
to confront Championship club, 
JKT Tanzania, in promotion 
playoffs which ended with Pris-
ons winning on aggregate and 
clinging on to its place in the top 
flight.

The first leg of the playoffs 
that took place at JKT Tanzania’s 
home turf, Major Isamuhyo Sta-
dium in Dar es Salaam, culmi-
nated with Prisons garnering a 
1-0 victory.

The remaining clash played 
at Sokoine Memorial Stadium in 
Mbeya had the clubs settling for 
a 1-1 draw that was a good out-
come for the hosts.

The Prisons tactician re-
vealed: ‘’Actually during the NBC 
Premier League’s first phase, the 
team was in worse condition af-
ter performing poorly in 18 fix-
tures and collected 13 points.’’

‘’After the outfit’s leadership 
had made changes in the tech-
nical bench, I and head coach 

Patrick Odhiambo applied extra 
efforts and techniques in the re-
maining 12 matches that enabled 
us to win four games, register 
draws in as many matches, and 
lose four games, recording 16 
points.’’

‘’But all in all, credit should go 
to players because they worked 
hard to make the most of our in-
structions,’’ Mtupa revealed.

He further stated: ‘’Coach 
Odhiambo is experienced in rec-
ommending the type of players 
that will fit in our team because 
I’m predicting next season’s 
league will be tough and highly 
competitive.’’

‘’Every team is registering 
good players, making good prep-
arations, and also the prizes 
handed over to outfits have be-
come a stimulant.’’ 

‘’He is in negotiations with 
some players from other teams 
he coached to join Tanzania 
Prisons although we were late in 
the exercise due to participating 
in the play-off matches.’’

Prisons’ coach lifts lid on outfit’s poor performance

Zulte Weregem’s defensive midfielder, Nova-
tus Dismas.

 By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

TANZANIA Squash Federation (TSF) will 
at the end of this month host closed cham-
pionships at Colosseum Gym and Fitness 
Center in Dar es Salaam.

Marwa Busigara, a TSF official, stated in a 
recent interview the tournament has been 
slated for July 30-31 and more than 40 play-
ers are expected to take part in it.

Busigara said July 26 has been set as the 
closing date for the registration of players 
for the showpiece.

According to the leader, there will be 
men’s and women’s categories and the first 
day will consist of group stages’ duels, and 
the final day will consist of semi-finals and 
finals.

He said invitations have been extended to 
squash performers in all parts of the coun-
try including Zanzibar.

Busigara revealed: ‘’After the success of 
our last tournament that took place in Aru-
sha and other places we will now host the 
National Championships at Colosseum Gym 
and Fitness Center.’’

The official added: ‘’We thank the manage-
ment of the center for allowing us to host 
the championships at their premises.’’

‘’We expect more than 40 players will 
compete, we aim to see that the game is 
played in all parts of the country,” he said.

He said there will be cash prizes and tro-
phies that will be handed over to winners in 
each category.

Recently TSF hosted a Squash Open tour-
nament at Arusha International Conference 
Center (AICC) in which more than 60 play-
ers competed, with Busigara emerging as 
the champion.

He beat Musa Juma 3-0 in the final, and 
third place went to Rajab Simai who beat 
Abdallah Ali 3-0 in the play-off.

Last year, TSF disclosed that it has lined 
up several activities which will help to re-
launch the game in the country.

The association said the events aimed at 
welcoming players back to the game and 
helping to attract a new generation of play-
ers to the courts.  

National squash 
championships attract 
bumper entry
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Ten Hag won’t let touring get in the way of Man U preseason
 MELBOURNE, Australia

E
RIK ten Hag has 
been so focused 
on football dur-
ing  Manchester 

United’s tour of Thailand 
and Australia that there 
has been little time for any-
thing else.

It’s traditional on these 
trips for the manager to 
hold news conferences af-
ter games, but Ten Hag has 
explained to club staff that 
his time would be better 
spent plotting the follow-
ing day’s training session. 
Postmatch conferences 
usually last only 10 min-
utes or so, but for Ten Hag, 
every second counts, and 
while Jurgen Klopp was fac-
ing questions about  Liver-
pool’s 4-0 defeat to United 
in Bangkok -- Ten Hag’s 
first game in charge -- the 
Dutchman was already 
on the team bus, deep in 
discussion with assistants 
Mitchell van der Gaag and 
Steve McClaren.

Ten Hag’s message to his 
players and the 120-strong 
tour party has been clear: 
They are here to train, and 
nothing should get in the 
way of that.

Suggestions that players 
could be made available 
for media work before ses-
sions have been knocked 
back by Ten Hag, who has 
asked to be kept abreast of 
everything his squad are 
doing from interviews to 
commercial work. In the 
past, players have been 
taken to local attractions 
for photo opportunities, 
but in Bangkok and Mel-
bourne they have been 

ABUJA

NIGERIA’s football federation will launch an inves-
tigation into a case of suspected match fixing in a re-
gional FA Cup final match.

A video circulated widely on social media showed 
the Remo Stars goalkeeper doing nothing to stop the 
opposition penalties, while their outfield players fired 
their spot kicks wide enough to reach the touchline. 

Remo Stars lost 3-0 on penalties to Ijebu United in 
the final of the Ogun State FA Cup, the regional quali-
fying tournament where both finalists qualify for the 
National FA Cup competition.

Mohammed Sanusi, general secretary of the Nigeria 
Football Federation, described the incident as “em-
barrassing” and told ESPN that an investigation will 
be launched.

“There will be an investigation,” he said. “It is very, 
very embarrassing. I have already directed the head of 
the NFF Head of Integrity to handle the investigation.”

A source close to Remo Stars owner Kunle Soname 
told ESPN that the club decided to deliberately lose 
the shootout in protest at perceived poor treatment of 
the club by the Ogun State FA and consistent contro-
versial calls from the referee.

“Our club has been constantly treated poorly by the 
FA, and we did not even want to enter for this com-
petition but we were prevailed upon to enter for it. 
At the final, the referee made some dodgy calls, even 
denying us what was a clear penalty kick,” the source 
said.

“The referee wanted the game to go to penalties, he 
signaled just one minute of additional time.

“That was the last straw for us, and we decided we 
would not play the penalty shootout and they should 
simply give us the silver medals for second place. But 
they told us we had to play or we could be disqualified 
for not concluding the game and putting the game to 
disrepute.

“So we said we could play, but playing does not 
mean we have to score.”

However, following widespread backlash, the offi-
cial said the club now regret the action and are braced 
for whatever sanction will be imposed.

“In retrospect, we can now see that that was a mis-
take as well. It is being made to look even worse than 
our initial decision not to play at all,” the source add-
ed.

Sanusi said NFF President Amaju Pinnick, who is 
in Morocco for the Women’s Africa Cup of Nations, 
has added his weight to the investigation, while Ogun 
State Football Association chairman Ganiyu Majeko-
dunmi said they are looking into the matter.

Barring disqualification, Remo Stars will join Ijebu 
United as the Ogun State representatives to the Na-
tional FA Cup competition.

(Agencies)

Nigeria FA to investigate 
viral PKs for match fixing

punished with press-ups. 
The idea is to make train-
ing more competitive, and 
no one wants the embar-
rassment of being told to 
do a forfeit.

Ten Hag is fully involved, 
stopping the session if he 
sees something he doesn’t 
like.

Cameras at an open ses-
sion at the Rajamangala 
National Stadium the day 
before the game against 
Liverpool caught the 
United boss screaming 
at  Jadon Sancho  because 
the winger had failed to 
make the right run. His 
simple English can make 
instructions appear very 
blunt when he’s address-
ing individuals, but it also 
means there’s no confusion 
about his message.

He has demanded high 
standards from his first ses-
sion but privately accepts 
it will take time for his 
new players to get things 
right. One player was asked 
about the volume of new 
information they are being 
asked to learn, to which the 
response was, “It’s enor-
mous.”

Ten Hag is also learning 
and has asked staff in dif-
ferent departments to wear 
certain coloured team ap-
parel on particular days so 
he can easily identify who 
they are and what they do. 

Away from training, the 
players are being encour-
aged to relax.

At the W Melbourne Ho-
tel, there is a team room 
equipped with table ten-
nis, pool, bean bag chairs 
and a huge TV screen on 
one of the walls. The com-

petition to replace  An-
dreas Pereira  as pingpong 
champion is fierce, and 
games involving  Bruno 
Fernandes can be particu-
larly competitive.

The South American 
players gather in the room, 
lit with red lights, with the 
coffees they’re allowed af-
ter lunch, while others sit 
on their laptops. McTomi-
nay was so desperate for 
his laptop for the flight 
between Bangkok and Mel-
bourne that he asked to be 
allowed to crawl inside the 
baggage hold of the team 
bus to retrieve it. He gave a 
smile and wave to the wait-
ing crowd of Thai fans once 
he had emerged.

The response from sup-
porters, especially in 
Thailand, has been huge. 
Bangkok is considered a 
Liverpool stronghold in 
terms of southeast Asia 
fandom, but a crowd of 
thousands greeted the 
team when they landed at 
Suvarnabhumi Airport.

Darren Fletcher thought 
he was safe enough to head 
to the restaurant for a Diet 
Coke at the team hotel at 10 
p.m., only to hear his name 
being chanted when he 
appeared at the top of the 
escalator. He ordered room 
service instead.

The appetite for Unit-
ed wherever they travel 
in the world hasn’t been 
dented despite nearly 10 
years without a  Premier 
League title and five with-
out a trophy of any kind. 
Ten Hag is here to bring 
back the success and isn’t 
wasting any time getting 
going.

Amid the glitz and glamour of Man United’s preseason tour, 
manager Erik ten Hag has kept the focus on the football. (Agencies)

shuttled from the airport, 
to the hotel, to training 
and to matches with little 
else in between. An idea 
was floated to film players 
on the set of the Australian 
soap opera “Neighbours,” 
just outside Melbourne, 
but it was another no from 
Ten Hag. 

Club staff have seen 
flashes of the 52-year-old’s 
lighter side, but the word 
being used around the 

 
SEOUL, South Korea

THE absence of Premier 
League golden boot win-
ner Son Heung-min and 
other stars from South Ko-
rea and Japan gives local 
players a late chance at the 
East Asian Championships 
to stake their claims for a 
World Cup.

South Korea coach 
Paulo Bento is preparing 
for games against China, 
Hong Kong and host Japan 
in the coming week but is 
thinking further ahead to 
games against Uruguay, 
Ghana and Portugal when 
the World Cup kicks off in 
November.

“We will approach this 
tournament as preparation 
for the World Cup in Qatar,” 
Bento, who has selected 
eight eight uncapped play-
ers in his 23-man roster. 
“The newly selected play-
ers have been playing well 
in the K-League recently.”

Son has been involved 
with his English club Tot-
tenham’s tour to South 
Korea and will miss the 
EAFF men’s championship 
which kicks off in Japan 
on Tuesday with the home 
team against Hong Kong. 
South Korea’s men’s team 
is set to open against China 
on Wednesday.

“It’s a pity that the pe-
riod for new members to 
train in the national team 
is short,” Bento said. “But 
we will make sure that they 
can better understand the 
tactics and philosophies 
pursued by the national 
team.”

One such new player was 
Lee Ki-hyuk. 

“I was having lunch at 
home and a cup of coffee 
and, when I heard that I 
was selected for the na-
tional team, I was dazed,” 
the 22-year-old midfielder 
said. “Looking at the list, 
I couldn’t believe it. It’s 

good just being selected, 
but on the other hand, I’m 
greedy… I want to make my 
name known.”

Japan, preparing for a 
seventh successive appear-
ance at the World Cup, 
stepped in to stage the 
East Asian tournament in 
the cities of Kashima and 
Toyota after China relin-
quished hosting rights in 
April because of Beijing’s 
restrictions in place for the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Japan coach Hajime 
Moriyasu selected a roster 
for the tournament that is 
entirely domestic-based. 
Takehiro Tomiyasu of Arse-
nal, Real Madrid’s Takefusa 
Kubo and Takumi Minami-
no of Monaco are just three 

Stars absent, but opportunities abound at East Asian event 

USMNT’s Turner rejects 
Arsenal move as ‘gamble’

BALTIMORE

MATT Turner insists he has not gambled his USMNT 
starting spot by joining Arsenal.

The 28-year-old moved to the Gunners  from 
the New England Revolution in a deal worth up to $10 
million and started the club’s first preseason friendly 
on their U.S. tour in Saturday’s  2-0 win  over  Ever-
ton in Baltimore. 

Aaron Ramsdale has established himself as Arsenal’s 
first-choice goalkeeper under Mikel Arteta and Turner 
appears to face a difficult task in dislodging him, de-
spite being named MLS Goalkeeper of the Year in 2021.

Turner is currently vying with Zack Steffen for the 
No. 1 jersey in Gregg Berhalter’s side with the World 
Cup just four months away.

Steffen is set to join  Middlesbrough on loan 
from Manchester City in search of regular action, but 
Turner believes he can make a fast start in north Lon-
don.

“Opportunities like this for players from the U.S. are 
few and far between,” Turner said. “I wouldn’t say I’m 
worried or it’s a gamble. This is the obvious progres-
sion in my career.

“Getting my foot in the door overseas is a lot easier 
said than done. I’ve been playing well in MLS for the 
last three seasons and this was the first concrete offer 
I had.

“Playing consistently in MLS did not guarantee me 
the starting XI for the U.S. national team. I needed to 
shake it up to take my game to the next level and play-
ing in the Premier League with these guys has already 
shown me some massive improvements.

“You have to think about your entire career. You 
can’t make decisions based on one World Cup. Injuries 
happen and athletic careers are finite. I’ve wanted to 
take this game as far as I can, so to be able to represent 
a club like Arsenal is a dream come true.”

Turner’s task should be made a little easier by back-
up goalkeeper  Bernd Leno’s likely departure to  Ful-
ham, although the two clubs are yet to finalise a fee for 
the proposed move.

Asked how Arteta had described his possible role at 
the club before signing, Turner continued: “Mikel told 
me I am here to challenge for the starting role. We’re 
not in this business to just accept being second.

“We all want to battle for time on the pitch. So the 
mentality he wants for me is to push Aaron, to push 
myself and to push the guys in the locker room. There’s 
a lot of young guys bopping around and I am a senior 
player here at 28. So I can be someone those guys can 
rely on for advice on and off the pitch.

(Agencies) 

team hotel to describe the 
new manager is “intense.” 
His training sessions have 
been the same.

When Fred walked into 
an interview with ESPN at 
the team hotel in Bangkok, 
he was asked how he was 
feeling. “Tired,” was the 
response from the weary-
looking Brazilian.  Scott 
McTominay  has toured 
under Jose Mourinho and 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer but 

says this one is the most 
gruelling he’s experienced 
-- particularly the running 
in the hot, humid Thai 
weather.

Marcus Rashford  has 
had a little more than three 
weeks with Ten Hag and 
says he is already fitter 
than he was last season. 
Rashford was one of the 
players called back to Car-
rington a week earlier than 
initially scheduled after 
Ten Hag came to the con-
clusion the squad would 
need whipping into shape 
to be able to play his brand 
of high-pressing, proactive 
football.

Most days on tour have 
involved double sessions 
-- one in the morning and 
one in the afternoon -- and 
there has even been train-
ing on the morning before 
games. Training drills all 
have the same purpose: 
sharp passing, purposeful 
movement and pressure.

One drill used regularly 
involves seven players try-
ing to keep the ball away 
from three others in a tight 
space. The aim for the 
larger group is to keep the 
ball for as long as possible 
while the smaller group 
tries to win it back and 
score into small nets at ei-
ther end of the tiny pitch. A 
goal is valuable and means 
three new players are 
subbed in to chase the ball 
in the middle.

There are consequences 
for mistakes, even in train-
ing.

In games of eight versus 
six played in half a pitch, a 
goal for the smaller team 
means the larger group is 

Tottenham Hotspur’s Son Heung-min, second right, kicks the ball during the pre-season soccer match against Sevilla FC at Suwon 
World Cup Stadium in Suwon, South Korea, Saturday, July 16, 2022. (AP Photo)

of more than 20 Europe-based 
Japanese players busy with pre-
season with their clubs. Eleven 
of the 23 have never appeared 
for the senior national team be-
fore.

But the tournament isn’t 
World Cup preparation for all 
participating teams. China and 
Hong Kong will not be in Qatar 
but have the 2023 Asian Cup to 
prepare for.

China endured a dismal World 
Cup qualifying campaign and 
has entrusted this tournament 
to Under-23s coach Aleksander 
Jankovic. He selected just four 
players in his roster who have 
prior experience of represent-
ing the national team.

“We are just focused on our-
selves and representing the 
country with honor,” Jankovic 
said. “We respect all our oppo-
nents but we will look to play 
our own style and are looking 
forward to the tournament.”

Hong Kong is on a high after 
qualifying in June for the 2023 
Asian Cup, a first appearance on 
the continental stage since 1968.

The women’s tournament, 
which also kicks off Tuesday, 
will serve as a useful warm-up 
for the 2023 World Cup for Chi-
na, Japan and South Korea. Tai-
wan completes the quartet.

AP
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 Simba SC closes in on triple transfer deal 
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 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Simba SC players celebrate a goal the side notched in an international friendly clash against Egypt’s Ismailia 
played in the country last weekend. PHOTO: COURTESY OF SIMBA SC

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

  

N
BC Premier League 
giant Simba SC 
could sign as many 
as three foreign 

players this week.
Sudan’s Al Hilal center-back 

Mohamed Ouattara, Central 
African Republic striker Caesar 
Manzoki, and Nigerian striker 
Nelson Okwa, are the three 
players supposedly inching 
closer to arriving at the 
Msimbazi Street outfit.

Simba SC endured an 
abysmal 2021/22 campaign, 
going trophyless for the first 
time since the 2016/17 season.

New head coach Zoran Maki 
has been brought in to turn the 

club’s fortunes around, but he 
would need reinforcements to 
help the club compete on all 
fronts next season.

Fortunately, the outfit also 
nicknamed ‘Msimbazi Reds’ 
has quickly dipped in the 
transfer market in that regard 
thus far.

Augustine Okrah from 
Bechem United, Habib 
Kyombo from Mbeya Kwanza 
FC, Victor Akpan from Coastal 

Union, Nassoro Kapama from 
Kagera Sugar, and Moses Phiri 
from Zanaco FC are part of the 
confirmed arrivals at the side 
ahead of the new season.

The situation could further 
change in the coming days, 
with Simba SC set to seal three 
transfers by this week.

Al Hilal’s central defender 
Ouattara was pulled out of the 
squad on Saturday morning 
after the Sudanese club 

presumably agreed to a fee 
with Simba SC.

“Al-Hilal club announced the 
release of Ivorian defender, 
Mohamed Ouattara, for the 
Tanzanian club Simba SC,’’ Al 
Hilal wrote when announcing 
Ouattara’s release on Sunday.

The Sudan outfit added in 
the statement: ‘’He expressed 
his unwillingness to continue 
to play for Hilal and the club 
received an offer from Simba, 

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

A host of stadiums, including Sokoine, have failed 
to meet NBC Premier League standards to host top-
flight matches, a development that puts many clubs 
in a tricky position ahead of the new campaign.

An initial inspection conducted by Tanzania Foot-
ball Federation in preparation for the new season set 
to kick off on August 17 indicates that at least seven 
stadiums require adjustments and improvements to 
meet the basic criteria required to host matches in 
the league, which puts strain on some available facili-
ties.

The list of venues banned includes Tanga’s Mkwak-
wani Stadium, Lindi’s Ilulu Stadium, Ushirika Stadi-
um (Kilimanjaro), Mabatini ground (Pwani), Sokoine 
Stadium (Mbeya), Jamhuri Stadium (Dodoma), and 
Nyankumbu Girls Secondary School Stadium (Geita).

If Sokoine Stadium cannot be used for top-flight 
matches, it means Tanzania Prisons, Mbeya City FC, 
and Ihefu SC will have to find alternative venues to 
host their games.

Ihefu SC which was promoted back to the top flight 
also uses Highland Estate Stadium as the club’s home 
ground in certain matches.

Mkwakwani Stadium is used by the top-flight squad, 
Coastal Union, as well as African Sports which is in 
the Championship.

Mabatini ground is the home venue of Ruvu Shoot-
ing though the side also uses Benjamin Mkapa Stadi-
um and Uhuru Stadium for games involving Simba SC 
and Young Africans ‘Yanga’ for security reasons. 

Visiting teams have complained about the uneven 
Mabatini ground’s pitch.

Jamhuri Stadium hosts Dodoma Jiji FC home games 
while Nyankumbu Girls Secondary School Stadium is 
the designated home venue for Geita Gold FC.

Most visiting outfits’ coaches have complained 
about the stiff surface of the Jamhuri and Nyankumbu 
Girls Secondary School venues in the past.

The TPLB Information Officer Karim Boimanda 
disclosed yesterday: ‘’As Tanzania Premier League 
Board, we made our preliminary inspection at all sta-
diums to be used in the new season.’’

The official said: ‘’And we noticed that some require 
improvements to meet the required standards, we 
have informed the affected clubs on our recommen-
dations and highlighted the requirements needed.’’

The TPLB spokesman insisted they are prepared to 
wage a war against substandard pitches in the league 
that has seen endless complaints from foreign coach-
es and players.

Unless the highlighted requirements are met, the 
venues will not be approved as part of a wide crack-
down on the perennial problem in the league.

Areas of concern include the playing surface to be 
levelled, structures around the pitch, perimeter wall 
to be installed, as well as expanding and upgrading 
of the dressing rooms for teams and match officials.

TPLB also wants the stadium authorities to improve 
pavilions, VIP seating areas, and the construction of 
proper media centers in the affected stadiums. 

TFF bans seven venues 
for lacking maintenance

Mtaka launches 2022 NBC Dodoma Marathon

we wish him the best and 
success in his future career.’’

The 2021/22 Uganda Premier 
League’s top scorer Mazonki, 
meanwhile, is understood to 
have agreed to personal terms 
with Simba SC.

However, they are yet to 
finalize his transfer as the 
player has three months 
running on his contract with 
Vipers SC.

The deal is subject to the 
goal-getter obtaining his 
release letter from the Uganda 
Premier League champions.

Simba SC is also believed to 
be on the verge of recruiting 
Nigerian playmaker Nelson 
Okwa from Rivers United.

The arrival of the trio would 
take Simba SC’s number of for-
eign players to 15, against the 
foreign quota of 12 per season 
at any point in time. 

Simba SC must for that mat-
ter sacrifice three players to 
solve their foreign quota co-
nundrum. 

Before signing the trio, Sim-
ba SC already has 12 foreign 
players in the pre-season camp 
in Egypt.

The players are Joash Onyan-
go (Kenya), Henock Inonga (DR 
Congo), Victor Akpan (Nigeria), 
Sadio Kanoute (Mali), Taddeo 
Lwanga (Uganda), Peter Banda 
(Malawi), Pape Sakho (Sene-
gal), Meddie Kagere (Rwanda), 
Chris Mugalu (DR Congo), Cla-
tous Chama and Moses Phiri 
(Zambia).

By Guardian Correspondent

PRIME Minister Kassim Majaliwa is 
expected to be the guest of honour for 
the third edition of the NBC Dodoma 
Marathon scheduled for July 31, 2022.

Dodoma Regional Commissioner 
Anthony Mtaka yesterday briefed 
journalists at his office in the region 
about the status of the preparations for 
the marathon.

Mtaka said that the city is well 
equipped to host close to 7,000 visitors 
who will go for the marathon.

The Dodoma RC said: “I want to 
assure everyone that Dodoma is ready 
to accommodate all runners and meet 
their expectations.’’

‘’We have enough accommodation, 
food, and infrastructure to cater to 
all visitors, and we look forward to 
hosting them and giving them the best 
experience here,” he said.

Mtaka also announced that Prime 

Minister Majaliwa had accepted the 
invitation to be the chief guest of the 
marathon that is geared to raise funds to 
support the fight against cervical cancer 
in Tanzania. 

Mtaka also urged the people of 
Dodoma to embrace the marathon as 
an economical window and prepare to 
comply with the influx of demands.

The RC pointed out: “NBC Dodoma 
Marathon will bring close to 7,000 
people to the city, they will need food, 
shelter, clothing, transportation, and 
other forms of entertainment.’’

‘’Let’s take advantage of this 
opportunity by preparing ourselves 
to respond to the increased demands. 
Dodoma has vast to offer, let us embrace 
the opportunity,’’ he said.

The NBC Bank Managing Director 
Theobald Sabi said the bank is pleased 
to conduct another edition of the NBC 
Dodoma Marathon after two successful 

stints in the past.
Sabi disclosed: “Our mission is to help 

raise 200m/-, channeled to Ocean Road 
Cancer Institute to support the fight 
against cervical cancer in women.’’

‘’Cervical cancer is the leading cause 
of all cancer-related deaths for women 
in Tanzania, but the silver lining is that it 
can be prevented and cured if detected 
early... it is our collective responsibility 
to support our government in raising 
awareness,’’ he said.

Sabi also noted that the two previous 
editions of the NBC Dodoma Marathon 
have been a great success.

NBC Bank boss added: “I am pleased 
to announce that in the last two 
years, the marathon raised more than 
300m/-, which helped screen more 
than 9,000 women, 550 of whom were 
diagnosed with cancer and are currently 
undergoing treatments.’’

 By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

NBC Premier League’s giant, Azam FC, 
will depart for Egypt on Friday to prepare 
for the coming season.

Azam FC Information Officer, Thabit 
Zacharia, said in an interview yesterday 
said all players are expected to start camp 
today at the club’s base at Azam Complex 
Stadium, and on Friday will depart for 
Egypt.

He said the team will camp for two weeks 
at the Island of Gitfuna in Egypt.

The information officer said while in 
Egypt they have lined up two to three 
friendly matches but stopped short of 
mentioning the teams his side will take on 
given discussions are still underway.

‘’The team will depart to Egypt on Friday, 
we will be there until August 12, we have 
decided to camp in Egypt as the country 
has suitable conditions and its infrastruc-
tures are very suitable for pre-season,’’ he 
said.

Meanwhile, Zacharia disclosed that his 
club is in final discussions with one foreign 
player to beef up the squad.

Zacharia nevertheless stopped short 
of mentioning the player, saying once the 
deal is finalized the footballer’s identity 
will be made public.

Azam FC has been active on the market 
this season, the club has signed many top 
local and foreign players.

The club has boosted its squad by garner-
ing the services of Abdulhamis Suleiman, 
Kipre Junior, Tape Edinho, Isah Ndalah, 
Cleophace Mkandala, Nathaniel Chilambo, 
and Ali Ahamada, among others.

The club has also improved its technical 
department by hiring the services of Dani 
Cadena as a goalkeeping coach, whereas 
Kali Ongala has been hired as the strikers’ 
coach. It has moreover brought in other 
tacticians to work in other departments.  

Dodoma Regional Commissioner Anthony Mtaka (R) receives one of the kits that will be used by runners set to battle it out in the 2022 NBC 
Dodoma International Marathon from NBC Bank Managing Director Theobald Sabi in the region yesterday. The marathon will take place on July 
31 2022 featuring more than 5,000 runners from eight countries. The funds raised in the race will be dedicated to supporting more than 550 
women battling cervical cancer at Dar es Salaam’s Ocean Road Cancer Institute. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

 Azam FC set to travel 
to Egypt for camp
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