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EA digital integration
in $15m credit facility

By Guardian Reporter

THE World Bank has approved $15m (over
35bn/-) to enhance and accelerate regional
digital integration efforts across the East
African Community (EAC).

The EAC secretariat said in a statement at
the weekend that the global lender’s single
digital market initiative aims at supporting
the region to become an integrated and
dynamic hub for digital investment,
innovation and growth.

The project scope was worked upon at
a meeting at World Bank headquarters in
Washington, D.C., where Dr Peter Mathuki
(pictured), the secretary general, conferred
with a World Bank team led by Mohammed
Essakali, the manager for Africa regional
integration and Casey Torgusson, the global
manager for digital development.

The project will focus on connectivity
market development and integration,
entailing the creation of an enabling legal,
regulatory and ICT institutional environment
to enhance the shift to digitalising
transactions across the region.

Dr Mathuki noted that EAC is looking
at establishing regional digital innovation
hubs across the partner states to respond to
challenges of going digital in various spheres.

“This support will further enhance
the region’s competitiveness and skills
development that are central to successful
digital transformation,” he asserted, noting
that data market development will been
enhanced by regional cyber security
frameworks, infrastructure and capacity
building now being initiated.

The digital development project further
explores mechanisms to develop cross-
border electronic trade and payments and
e-commerce initiatives, he stated.

The secretariat is also on the way to
implementing the smart gates project at
the partner states’ one-stop border posts,
helping to track regional trade and reduce the
time taken at border stops for immigration
procedures, he specified.

The project is aligned with the EAC
strategic objective and commitment to move
towards a single digital market in the zone,
he added.
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Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi receives a traditional basket from Dr Mwanahija Ali Juma, executive secretary for
the Zanzibar Kiswahili Council, when visiting an entrepreneurs’ exhibition to wind down the sixth International Kiswahili
Conference in Wete, Pemba Island yesterday.

Experts: Schools need
mental health advisers

the rise.

Dr Samwel Likindikoki, a lecturer and
medical psychiatry at the Muhimbili
University of Health and Allied Sciences
(MUHAS) issued this appeal at a panel
discussion on child and adolescent
mental health as part of the fourth

national non-communicable diseases
scientific conference.

He lamented that the schooling
structure lacks counselling facilities
despite that most adolescents face
mental health problems, on the basis of

TURN TO PAGE 2

By Correspondent James Kandoya

MENTAL  health  experts are
recommending that counsellors be
stationed in schools to guide pupils as
it emerges that mental health problems
among children and adolescents are on

oard in markets drive
s meat exports pick up

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

TANZANIA has slightly increased meat
processing and exports this year, with
strategies being put in place to set foot in new
markets.

Dr Daniel Mushi, the Tanzania Meat Board
(TMB) registrar, said here at the weekend, that
the country currently sells meat to the Middle
East and a few countries in Africa and the Far
East.

He said exports go to Qatar, UAE, Oman,
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait, Hong
Kong, Vietnam, Kenya and the Comoros, with
plans underway to further penetrate the
Chinese market.

In five months from July to November,
consignments adding up to of 4,374 tonnes of
meat valued at $16.76m were shipped to these
destinations, with 738,165.9 tonnes produced.

As of now we have
captured foreign meat
markets and we expect to
start selling meat to China

In fiscal 2020/21 production rose by 4.3 per
cent to 769,966.6 tonnes, he said, elaborating
that the sourcing of markets was contributed
to by building newer abattoirs and meat
processing plants.

In fiscal 2020/21, a total of 1,774 tonnes of
meat was sold to various foreign markets,
rising to 10,415 tonnes, more than quadrupling
the tonnage, he said.

Considerable efforts by the government
and private sector firms to look for new meat
markets abroad brought about the massive
uplift, he stated.

Setting up meat processing plants like the
Nguru Hills Ranch spurred the growth of
meat exports. The new ranch was formally
inaugurated in Mvomero by the Livestock and
Fisheries minister Mashimba Ndaki.

“As of now we have captured foreign meat
markets and we expect to start selling meat to
China following the recent visit of President
Samia Suluhu Hassan to the country,” he
added.

Ex Mozambique president’s son jailed for
12 years over US 2 billion hidden loans

MAPUTO

The son of former Mozambique president
has been sentenced to 12 years in prison after
being found guilty of directly taking a $33
million bribe acquired through concealed
$2.4 billion government loans that eventually
crashed the country’s economy.

Ndambi Guebuza, the son of former
president Armando Guebuza was found
guilty alongside 10 other people including two
intelligence service officials Gregorio Leao, the
former head of the economic unit and Antonio
do Rosario, who headed three state-owned
firms that illicitly borrowed over $2.4 billion
from international banks between 2013 and

2014 to purportedly develop the country’s
tuna fishing industry and buy surveillance
vessels.

The borrowed money went directly to
three companies managed by Rosario, who
called himself a “super CEO” during the
trial. An independent audit found $500m
of the loan money had been diverted and
remains unaccounted for to date. Eight
other defendants were acquitted, while the
rest were handed terms ranging between
10 and 12 years. Armando Guebuza was
president of Mozambique between 2005
and 2015.

“The defendants tarnished the good
image of the country abroad and in the
international markets, with enduring
and hard-to-repair effects..The crimes
committed have brought consequences
whose effects will last for generations” said
justice Efigenio Baptista at Maputo City
court during the trial that was broadcast
live throughout. The judge said Ndambi has
not shown any remorse for his role in the
corruption scandal.
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Home Affairs minister Hamad Yusuf Masauni (R) looks at a map of King'ang’a Prison borders with Kingale ward villages in Kondoa
district, Dodoma region. He met with land experts during the weekend to resolve the border dispute. Second right is Rosemary
Senyamule, the regional commissioner.

Much of the money raised for the fishing
TURN TO PAGE 2
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Qatar ambassador to Tanzania Hussain bin Ahmad Al-Hamaid riy, welcomes the Minister for Constitutional and Legal Affairs, Dr Damasi Ndumbaro at
a reception to celebrate the country’s National Day of the State of Qatar founder Sheikh Jassim bin Mohammed Al Thani. The event was held in Dar es

Salaam last Thursday.

|

Tanzania, Qatar links herald
promising future, says envoy

By Correspondent Felix Andrew

THE relationship between Qatar
and Tanzania herald a promising and
bright future after documenting it
with agreements and Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU).

This was said over the weekend in
Dar es Salaam by Hussain Bin Ahmad
Al Homaid, the Qatar ambassador to
Tanzania during celebration of their
National Day.

He said with more than eighteen
agreements and MoU many of which
have been signed and some are still
under study between the two sides
also hoping to be signed and to be
implemented on the grounds.

“It is an opportunity which renew
our thanks and appreciation to the
government of Tanzania and its
keenness to develop relations and

provide all facilities”, he said.

He said: We also renew our
commitment to continue efforts of
Qatar’s charitable and voluntary
institutions which were launched
last year and constituted further
impetus for the relations between
the two countries,

According to him, the state of
Qatar is keen to support efforts
to promote civilised and cultural
openness among world’s peoples.

It attaches great importance
to developing its contributing to
strengthening international peace
and security through mediation

aimed at conflict resolutions
peacefully and supporting
development and stability projects
in different countries.

Explaining about the day he said,
the celebration of the National Day

this year comes under the theme:
‘Our Unity is the Source of Our
Strength,” which is an affirmation of
the approach of Qatari people based
on solidarity and cohesion in facing
challenges and achieving objectives.

This is evident in major
achievements achieved by State of
Qatar in the political, diplomatic,
economic, sports, health educational
and other fields, which reflects the
solidarity and unity between the
wise leadership and loyal people and
draw a bright picture of the future of
the State of Qatar, he said.

The National Day is an opportunity
to learn about the works of founders
or the State of Qatar who bore
the difficulties and paid a heavy
price to achieve the unity of their
nation and celebrate their memory,
therefore this year’s celebration

includes 4,500 cultural and heritage
activities within 24 days. He also
said, the celebration of the National
Day is particularly important as it
coincidences with Qatar hosting the
2022 FIFA World Cup.

The State of Qatar’s hosting of the
international event not only aim to
draw attention from Doha but also to
present an important message that
emanates from Arab World to the
whole world, aiming to connecting
bridges between humanity and
fill the gap with respect and co
existence tournament allowed us
to show the civilised identity of the
State of Qatar and we affirm that this
unique and inspiring experience is
for all humanity, he said

Both events are an opportunity
for the people of Qatar to show their
unity and culture to the World, he
said.

During this period visitors to
Qatar learnt about the bright aspects
history and culture and test belief
in civilised interaction with other
cultures and respect and pride of the
Arab and Islamic values.
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Livestock and Fisheries minister Mashimba Ndaki who is chairman of sector
district, Kagera region yesterday to resolve land disputes. Left is Natural Resources and Tourism deputy minister Mary Masanja and Lands, Housing

al ministers committee (R) leadsthe committee at Rutoro ward in Muleba

and Human Settlements Development, deputy minister Ridhwan Kikwete (2nd L).

Five children among 12 killed in DRC clashes

KINSHASA

Five children were among 12
people killed in a village in the
northeastern Democratic Republic
of Congo by suspected militiamen
who did not attend recent peace
talks, local sources said on Friday.

“Civilians were burnt alive in their
homes, others were hacked to death
with machetes,” Joseph Lotoma,

head of the Walendu Watsi village
said following the overnight killings.

The bodies of five children, three
women and four men were found in
the morning, he said.

Most of the victims were from the
Lendu ethnic group, said Jean-Marie
Ndjaza, a spokesman for the Lendu
people.

Lotoma said, “The perpetrators
of this crime are not the Codeco,” a

militia that claims to represent the
Lendu ethnic group and is accused
of Kkilling scores of civilians in the
province in recent years.

Investigations were continuing,
he said, but those responsible were
believed to be “Zaire,” a rival militia
that defines itself as a Hema ethnic
group self-defence outfit.

Codeco was represented at the
recent round of peace talks in

X H

Nairobi with several dozen armed
groups operating in eastern DRC.

But the Zaire group turned down
the invitation.

The Lendu community raised
fears of reprisals by Codeco.

“We call on the leaders of Codeco
not to fall into the trap of their
enemies, not to respond to this
provocation,” Ndjaza said.

AGENCIES

Experts: Schools need
mental health advisers

FROM PAGE 1

currently available data.

He said school counselors would
listen to students’ concerns about
academic, emotional or social
problems, helping students to solve
or cope with those problems, plan
goals and actions to follow.

They would also mediate conflict
between students and teachers
where they arise, in which case the
government needs to innovate in
its educational policy to institute
counselling functions in schools, he
stated.

Counselors offering
psychotherapy services would assist
school administrators to figure
out mistakes by a student deserve
punishment and where there is
need for psychotherapy to change
mindsets, he explained, insisting
that counselors be employed and
stationed in schools.

School managements should not
just focus on top notch exam results
and instead think of coming up
with new initiatives to ensure that
mental health becomes a priority,
he declared.

Legislation plus a strategy or
plan must be put in place to ensure
mental health is raised to a major
priority through public awareness,
he said.

Dr Erasmus Mndeme, the Health
ministry coordinator for mental
health, said that half of all mental
health cases start in childhood
and adolescence, thus the need for

interventions at school going age.

It is estimated that at any given
moment, around five to ten percent
of the population suffer from
identifiable depression that needs
intervention, he said.

Persons aged 10 to 19 years often
have mental disorders, he stated,
affirming that people who suffer
mental health disorders die ten or
even 20 years earlier than mentally
stable individuals.

There is acute need to intervene
at school level, in which case
psychotherapy as a profession is
suited for the task, he further stated.

Saldin Kimangala, a clinical
psychologist,  underlined the
importance of  psychotherapy

services among pupils and students,
to tame mental health disorders at
starting at adolescence.

“Mental health challenge
should be tackled at early stages
of adolescence to effectively
reduce mental challenges in the
community,” he said, insisting that
the professional counselor is the
key person for students to look to
for help and support.

They need assistance during
adolescence as an important
decision making process in their
journey to adulthood, he said,
highlighting the datum that the
World Health Organisation (WHO)
and the International Labour
Organization (ILO) estimate that
12bn workdays are lost annually due
to depression and anxiety, costing
the global economy nearly $ 1trn.

Ex Mozambique president’s son jailed for
12 years over US 2 billion hidden loans

FROM PAGE 1

project was diverted via kickbacks
to bankers and Mozambique
officials. The government masked
the loans from parliament and the
public.

When the “hidden debt” came
to light in 2016, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and other
donors cut off financial support to
Mozambique, triggering a sovereign
debt default and currency collapse,
pushing the country into the worst
economic crisis in its history. Leao
and do Rosario were found guilty of
embezzlement and abuse of power,
while Guebuza was convicted of
embezzlement, money laundering
and criminal association, among
other charges.

Guebuza’s father, who was
president when the loans were
contracted, testified at the trial
Judge Baptista said Ndambi acted
deliberately “to exert influence on
his father” and get the government
to approve the purchase of the
vessels.

Ndambi took a $33 million bribe
that went to satisfy his “desire for

luxury”, the judge said, listing some
of the assets the former president’s
son acquired with the money,
which included 15 luxury cars and
a $590,000 mansion in a high-
end suburb of Johannesburg, in
neighbouring South Africa.

Baptista said the scam had
“aggravated the impoverishment of
thousands of Mozambicans.”

Other legal cases were filed
in connection to the scandal,
including one against Swiss bank
Credit Suisse, which was required
to pay about $475 million to US and
British authorities last year over its
part in issuing the loans.

Former Finance minister Manuel
Chang, who signed off the loans,
has been held in South Africa
since 2018, pending extradition to
the US for allegedly using the US
financial system to carry out the
fraudulent scheme. In March, the
IMF awarded $456 million in credit
to Mozambique, the first such aid
awarded since the scandal erupted,
to support economic recovery and
public debt reduction programmes.

AGENCIES

Bishop Kametta
challenges clerics

By Guardian Reporter

BISHOP of the Amani Christian
Centre (ACC) church Dr Lawrence
Kametta has urged religious leaders
to stand firm on their positions to
emphasise morals in society so as
to reduce the burden which the
government carries in fighting
against criminal activities in society.

According to Dr Kametta, if
religious leaders would focus on
implementing their  obligations
of preaching peace, ethics and
condemning evils, Tanzania will be
one of the safest places free from
crimes and all things that goes
against God’s will.

He made the call in Kibaha over
the weekend when addressing
journalists soon after he was
conferred with PhD in biblical
and theological studies during the
10th graduation of Zoe Institute of
Apostolic Testimony.

He said that it was high time now
for the leaders to stand firm and
condemn all evil acts and preach the
true gospel so as to help people stop
fraud and other criminal actions that
do not please God.

“Problems exists and have been
there for years, but a philosophy to
address them is a big challenge both
spiritually and religiously- because
there are some religious leaders
who are not playing their role well
and end up destroying people’s
minds to the extent that they fail
to use the power given to them by
God to address their challenges,” he
asserted.

He wanted religious leaders to
be good examples by living life by
fearing God, implementing good
deeds to people.

“We, as religious leaders have an
obligation to educate people on hard
work, various techniques that will
help people improve their incomes
and avoid engaging in criminal acts,”
he said.

Bishop Kametta further said that
religious leaders are a good bridge
to link the government and people
and that if well used, they can help
the government implement its plans
easily.

John Mwakilema, the Institute’s
principal said a total of 41 graduates
have been conferred with degrees,
masters and PhDs.
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Hanang district commissioner in Manyara region, Janeth Mayanja (R) participates with residents to rehabilitate water infrastructure

at Wareta ward over the weekend.

Samia expected to open main gate at JNHPP

By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan is on
Thursday expected to open the main gate of
the diversion tunnel at Julius Nyerere Hydro-
Power Project (JNHPP) so as to allow filling of
water in the dam.

The event which will be held on December
22, this year will attract over 2300 guests
at the project’s area involving 2,000 locals
led by top government and private sector
officials and 300 officials from the Egyptian
government.

Addressing journalists at the project’s site
in Rufiji valley yesterday, Energy minister
January Makamba said the construction of
the dam has reached 78.68 per cent and that
the opening of the diversion tunnel heralds
the initial stage of the start of the reservoir
filling.

He said the filling of the dam is expected to
take two rain seasons.

“When the project started and allowed the
construction of a mound at the middle of the
river it required you to divert water and leave
the area dry for the construction of a tunnel
which is 700metres long equals to seven
football stadiums. The construction has cost
a total of 235bn/-,” he explained.

He also said that gates to block the diversion
have arrived and have already been installed

which is one of the important steps of the
project.

“Our dream as a country is coming true,
this a very good sign that we are going to
have a project very soon, President Samia will
launch the opening of the diversion tunnel on
December 22,” he said.

He said: “The Head of State will press a
special button that will bring down the gate
to block the tunnel that was diverting, in that
event the water will begin to fill the dam.
This will also clear various misinformation
spread concerning the project where some
people are saying that the project will not be
completed.”

Makamba further explained the advantage
of the type of the project that even if rains
will not be good in some years, the plant will
continue producing power as usual due to
water reserve systems built to store water for
along time.

Director General of the Tanzania Electric
Supply Company (Tanesco), Maharage
Chande said that the dam has capacity to
store up to 33.2 billion litres of water which is
a huge and enough amount to support power
production for over one year.

“We expect that the dam will be full after
two rain seasons, so once the masika rains
commences, the water will increase in the
dam,” he said.

Embrace ICT in manuals, Dr Nchemba tells colleges

By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

FINANCE and Planning minister Dr
Mwigulu Nchemba has instructed all
accounting, finance, economics and
auditing colleges to review their curricula
so that they embrace Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) skills.

Dr Nchemba made the call through his
speech read by Internal Auditor General,
Athumani Mbutuka when speaking at the
24th graduation of the Arusha College of
Accountancy (IAA).

The minister ordered to revive the
curriculum because rights now many
accounting systems in the public, and
private sectors are being implemented
using ICT.

He also said that the colleges should
emphasise  placement on artificial
intelligence, to enable graduates of those
fields to be productive and skilled in today’s

world market.

“This college and others that provide
business and leadership training should
update the curriculum to include
issues of environmental accounting,
society and good governance because
the sustainability of public and private
institutions depends largely on the
consideration of these issues and students
are taught the skills of those issues
including the change in the country’s
behavior, the impact and the way to
negotiate while they are still because
the country will have a generation and
sustainable institutions,” he said.

He also said that the ministry will
continue to support them in efforts
to improve the environment for the
implementation of their basic duties,
including providing training, conducting
research and providing professional advice
effectively to support the government.

“On research, I would like to see the
college doing more research on the issues
of strengthening the government’s revenue
collections, for tax and non-tax income,
management and control of Public funds,
and strengthening the use of IT in various
sectors in order to stimulate productivity
and increase efficiency,” he added.

Nchemba further said: The government
hopes to see that professionals are well
prepared through the curriculum and
they become the front line to provide
answers to various problems facing society,
for building the country’s economy and
individual development.”

IAA acting principal Dr Cairo Mwaitete
said the government through the higher
education project for economic reform
has provided 44bn/- to improve the
infrastructure and education in the college
to be modern.

He said that among the funds, 11bn/- will

ADVANCED CREDIT RECOVERY CO. LTD

be used for the construction of educational
infrastructure  at  the  university’s
headquarters, 14 billion/- will be used for
the Manyara campus and 17bn/- will be
used for the new Songea campus.

He also said that the government has
given another 3BN/-, which will go to
develop the construction in the Manyara
campus so that it will be modern and give

. 16.01.2023
many people the opportunity to study 5
there. g
He also said that in addition to having AUCTION CO.NDIT.IONS' E
the infrastructure, they will improve the | | - Theauction will be open to whoever wants to buy.

curriculum to keep up with the times and
build the capacity of their instructors and
this year they expect to send 20 instructors

¢ 3. Inspection of rooms will be done one day before the
o train. auctionda
He said there has been an increase of . y ) o .
4, If the winner fails to pay the remaining 75% within the

13,000 students from 3000 in the year
2017/2018 and for this year the number has
increased to 3529 from 248, thus causing
an increase of 1000 students.

By Correspondent Marc

Nkwame, Arusha

Arusha high school girls invent wonder
incinerator to make all plastic disappear

AUCTION ANNOUCEMENT

ADVANCED CREDIT RECOVERY CO.LTD by the order given
to us by the Arusha Primary Court, we will auction the
debtors house as ordered by the court. We will auction the
debtors house as ordered by the court of claims 203 of 2021
between Giuseppe Di Giulio and Richard E. Pallagyo. We will
sell existing houses in Arumeru District in Poli Ward, on date

2.

given time, the sale will be cancelled and the auction will
be repeated on another date and the payment made at

the beginning 25% will not be returned.

The winner at the auction will have to pay 25% of the
price immediately and the remaining 75% within 14 days.

Plastic is a nuisance to
the environment? Not
anymore.

School girls in Arusha
have invented a machine
which can destroy all
used plastic materials
safely, leaving both
the environment and
atmosphere clean.

The five secondary
school students in Arusha
made the breakthrough
invention targeting to
address environment
pollution, through special
scientific competition.

Arusha  girl's  high
school students have
manufactured an
incinerator which burns
away horrid plastic waste
without puffing out
carbon monoxide gases
and fumes.

That clever
contraption made them
emerge overall winners
of the ‘future science
technical  engineering
and mathematic (STEM)
business leaders’
competition, held at the
Arusha Technical College.

Krishna Merere, the
head of the science group
from Arusha Girls High
School observes that,
even as many countries
are banning their uses,
it is almost impossible
to do away with plastic
products or materials in
every day’s life.

“The only option is to
find ways of destroying
polythene and plastic
products after use or
recycling them into
other useful items,” she
revealed.

Speaking at the event,
the project manager for
future STEM business
leaders, Josephine Sepetu
explains that it is an
initiative hatched to solve
community  problems

using science but with a business
approach.

“We usually involve students taking
science subjects and with innovation
interests,” she adds.

The Dar Teknohama Business
Incubator (DTBi) executive officer, Dr
Erasto Miyuka said the students have
transformed their education from theory
into profitable reality.

“We at DTBi will take their ideas
onboard and incubate their innovations
ready to turn them into business notions
that solve problems,” Dr Miyuka, who
was the guest of honor at the climax
ceremony, maintained.

The STEM business leaders contests
which involves secondary school
students, targets to blend scientific
knowledge and business acumen among
local youth, on the basis that science
can be fun, innovative, productive and
profitable.

The ‘future science technical
engineering and mathematic (STEM)
Business Leaders’ Competition,
supported by Europe Physics Institution,
in association with the University of Dar-
es-salaam and Arusha Technical College.

The competitioninvolved seven groups
of students each with five participants.

Participating schools were Arusha

Abrasen & Co.

Advocates and Legal Consultants

OFFER FOR SALE OF RESIDENTIAL PLOTS

LOCATED AT MAFINGA TOWN, IRINGA REGION

+255 716 389 942.

We, Abrasen & Company Advocates, hereby notify the general
public that under instructions of our esteemed client TATEPA
Public Limited Company we are offering for sale 31 residential
plots located at Kinyanambo A next to Gangilonga Primary
School, Mafinga Town - Iringa Region. Reasonable price per
every plot depends on the size of the plot pursuant to the deed
plan available. For more information (price, inspection of the
deed plan and physical inspection of the plots) kindly contact
any of the following mobile numbers; +255 764 464 524,

Issued by;
Essau Abraham Kalyembe Sengo,
Managing Partner/Advocate,
Abrasen & Company Advocates,

NIC Building, 2" Floor, P.0 Box 3810, MBEYA.
esengo@abrasenadvocates.co.tz

TATEPA

217197201
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

FOR THE PROVISION OF TRANSITIONAL SUPPORT SERVICES FOR EACOP PROJECT REFERENCE
REFERENCE NO. : REQ-00000075

EACOP Lid Tanzania, an Ol and Gas company, invifes experienced and reputable Agriculural, Distribution or Food Services companies o express their interest in providing services fo the East African Crude Oil
Pipeline (EACOP) project.

The EACOP project involves the consiruction and operation of a buried, crossborder pipeline fo fransport crude oil from the Lake Albert area in Uganda fo the eastem coast of Tanzania for export fo infernational
markets. The pipeline will run from Kabaale in Hoima District, Uganda, to Chongoleani, Tanga Region, in Tanzania. The length of the pipeline is 1,443 km, of which 1,147 km will be in Tanzania. The pipeline
traverses eight (8] regions, comprising Kagera, Geita, Shinyanga, Tabora, Singida, Dodoma, Manyara and Tanga. The pipeline wil raverse 27 adminisirative district councils and 231 Villages.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SCOPE OF THE SERVICES

The EACOP Project (hereinafier''the Project”) requires o land Corridor and associated Above Ground Installations for the construction and operation of the crude oil pipeline. As such, the Project is conducting lond
Acquisition, resulting in physical and economic displacement of Project Affected People (PAPs] and Project Affected Households (PAHs)

To mitigate displacement impacts, the Project will implement transitional support in the form of food baskets for eligible physically and economically displaced PAPs and PAHs along the pipeline corridor and above
ground installations. Transitional support is provided to complement compensation payments and fo supplement existing efforts fo maintain household food security during the transitional period once access to land
has been lost and until PAPs and PAHs are able fo restore their livelihood to pre-project levels. The transitional support food basket items comprise of: Maize, Beans, Rice, Cooking Oil and Salt.

The Project requires the services of reputable and experienced Tanzanian companies fo provide three scope elements: 1) Supplying of food items 2] Warehousing and packaging 3) monthly disiribufion PAPs/PAHs
The indicative volumes are presented below

Scope Element 1a: Commodity sourcing for highly impacted PAPs/PAHs over 12 months
Estimated Quantities per 12 Months

Scope Element 1b: Commodity sourcing for partially impacted PAPs/PAHs over 6 months

Estimated Quantities per 6 Months

No. of No. of

Region Region

Villages | Maize (kg) | Rice (kg) |Beans(kg) | Oil(kg) | Saltlkg) Villages | Maize (kg) | Rice (ko) |Beans (kg) | Oil (kg) | Salt(kg)
Kagera 34 39,840 | 39,840 | 39,840 | 9,960 | 1992 Kagera 34 224,280 | 224,280 | 224280 | 56,070 | 11,214
Geita %0 4733 | 47336 | 47336 | 11,834 | 2367 Geita £ 240,366 | 240,366 | 240,366 | 60,092 | 12,018
Shinyonga 16 14280 | 14280 | 14280 | 3570 | 714 Shinyanga 16 86,020 | 86,020 | 86,020 | 21,505 | 4301
Tabora 30 51,240 | 51,240 | 51240 | 12810 | 2,562 Tabora 30 98,140 | 98,140 | 98,140 | 24,535 | 4907
Singida 31 42900 | 42,900 | 42900 | 10725 | 2,145 Singida | 31 167,700 | 167,700 | 167,700 | 41925 | 8385
Dodoma 23 17,20 | 17,280 | 17,280 | 4320 864 Dodoma 23 89,640 | 89,640 | 89,640 | 22,410 | 4,482
Manyara n 25740 | 25740 | 25740 | 6435 | 1287 Manyara n 44070 | 44070 | 44070 | 11,018 | 2,204
Tonga 46 83,820 | 83,820 | 83,820 | 20955 | 4191 Tanga 4 104,170 | 104,170 | 104170 | 26,043 | 5209
TOTAL 21 RS TOTAL 231 1,054,386 | 1,054,386 | 1,054,386 | 263,597 | 52,719

o Tendsrers are required fo demonsirate an existing commodity supply chain which can meet the stated commodity volumes
o Tenderers are required fo demonsirate current food handling, health and safety and quality cerification and relevant registrations.

Scope Element 2: Commodity warehousing and packing 12 months
o Tenderers are required to provide evidence of currently owned or leased warehousing facilities
* Tenderers are required fo provide evidence of currently owned packaging facilities, technologies, and material types in use:

Scope Element 3: Commodity distribution fo PAPs/PAHs for period of 12 months
* Tenderers are required fo provide evidence of currently owned distribution/logisics facilities, network, and equipment.
¢ Tenderers are required fo provide evidence of their existing distribuion, claim, verification, iracking, and monitoring system used for commodity volume management and fraud prevention

Tenderers are required fo express inferest for ALL scope elements. Tenderers who wish o express inferest for a specific scope element must provide written jusfification for consideration

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
Companies expressing their inferest are invited fo document their request with

 Proof of regisiration with relevant Tanzanian Regisiration Bodies (BRELA, TBS, OSHA)

 Proof of registration with the Tanzania Revenue Authority and Tax (TRA) Clearance Certificate for the latest year available

* Companies using local suppliers MUST also provide the same documents for the suppliers

 Proof of Registration with EVWWURA Local Supplier Service Provider (LSSP| database or a proof of application for registration at the fime of submission of the response fo this expression of interest
is sirongly recommended

¢ Compliance with Local Content Regulations, 2017 and Local Company definition

 Proof of latest audited financial performance statements

of a local supplier network in the named regions, demonsirating adequate infrastruciure to achieve the required distribution. Local supplier contact and location information fo be provided

f warehousing locations, packaging and distributions facilifies in the named regions, location, and status of these facilities fo be provided

 Proof of

® Proof of

abilfy o source ond mainfain fhe levels of food socks required fo achieve this scope

f
® Proof
f
f of accredited health and safety system policies and procedures

Companies with the ability, capacity, and resources to implement the acfivities listed above should express their interest by sending an Expression of Interest (EO] via email, together with the above listed
documents o procurement.tz@eacop.com (Vax. Email size 20Mb] before 17:00 hours East African Time (EAT) on 02nd January 2023. Email subject shall be: REQ-00000075 Provision of Transitional
Support Services.

Statements of EOI should be no more than ten (10) to twenty (20) pages long.
All Expression of Interests should be submitted in English.

Note: EACOP LTD will review and assess the documents provided by companies that have expressed interest in accordance with this EOl and conduct evaluations based on internal criteria fo defermine which
companies will be included in the list of pre-qualified companies. Only the pre-qualified companies will receive, by signing a Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDAJ, an invitation o bid as a confinuation of the call for
tender process. EACOP LTD reserves the tht at ifs sole discrefion to make the decision fo select or reject a company and maintain its decision without hcvmg fo give reasons to the company concemed
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Government allocates 50,690 hectares of
Kagoma ranch to Rutoro ward residents

By Guardian Reporter
THE government has
appropriated 50,690 hectares

of land from Kagoma ranch and
distributed it among Rutoro ward
residents in Muleba district, Kagera
region for settlements, farming and
livestock keeping activities.

The remarks were made
yesterday by the Eight-Ministerial
Sectoral Committee at a public
rally held at Rutoro primary school
grounds.

The committee’s chairman, the
Minister for Livestock and Fisheries,
Mashimba Ndaki said the areas
will be apportioned to the people
according to advice from experts,
regional and district leaders so
that there should not any room for
conflicts,” Ndaki

He also cautioned village and
ward executives to stop the habit

of distribute away the areas as they
have no mandate to do so.

Meanwhile, he said the
government has agreed to leave
out the Rwamisha B homestead
that is in Karagwe district with 480
households.

Ndaki also instructed
Kagera region to prepare the

implementation plan for the
sectoral committee’s  decision
including the rectification of

village’s boundaries by abiding to
experts’ advice.

He also appealed to the
people to remain calm when the
implementation of the decision
was being carried out and stop
invading any areas so as to make the
implementation task easy.

For his part, Ridhiwan Kikwete,
deputy minister for Lands,
Housing and Human Settlements
Development has called upon the

people in the area to continue
respecting land laws especially
in regard to land planning
development. He told them to
remain calm until the time land
experts come to provide procedures
on areas allocated to them.

Deputy minister for Natural
Resources and Tourism, Mary
Masanja called on the Rutoro ward
residents to use the land allocate
to them by starting tree planting
projects as well as beekeeping
activities.

She also told them not to
invade land areas left out by the
government as they are being
conserved for present and future
generations.

He told them to remain calm
until the time land experts
come to provide procedures
on areas allocated to them.

THE JOINT SONGWE RIVER BASIN COMMISSION

Tel No: +255 25 2957412

Fax No: +255 25 2957413 ll ‘llJ
Email: ———__ L J
Website: —_____ SONCWECOM

P.0 Box 300,
Kyela,
Tanzania

Tender No. S-SRBC/SRBDP/2021/2022/G/01

For

SUPPLY OF CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS- MATERIALS AND
EQUIPMENT FOR RAINFALL GAUGING STATION INCLUDING
WATER MONITORING EQUIPMENT AND ASSOCIATED GADGETS

Invitation for Tenders

gadgets

associated gadgets

procedures specified

1. The Joint Songwe River Basin Commission (hereinafter called “Client” or
“Beneficiary” has received financing from Global Environment Facility (GEF)
through African Development Bank in the form of a “grant” toward the cost of
Strengthening Transboundary Cooperation and Integrated Natural Resources
Management in the Songwe River Basin (STCINRMSRB) Project and it intends
to apply part of the proceeds of this grant to cover eligible payments under the
contract for supply of construction materials- materials and equipment for
rainfall gauging station including water monitoring equipment and associated

2. The Joint Songwe River Basin Commission now invites sealed tenders from
eligible Suppliers of supply of construction materials- materials and equipment
for rainfall gauging station including water monitoring equipment and

3. Tendering will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding
in the Public Procurement Regulations,
Government Notice No. 446 as amended in 2016, and is open to all Tenderers as
defined in the Regulations.

4. Interested eligible Tenders may obtain further information from and inspect the
Tendering Documents at the office of the the Joint Songwe River Basin
Commission, P.0.BOX 300, Kyela by facsimile + 255 25 2957412, or by E-mail :

joshuandabiti@yahoo.com and copy to hydesibande@gmail.com from 9:00 am
to 5:00 pm EAT on Mondays to Fridays inclusive except on public holidays.

5. A complete set of Tendering Document(s) in in English and additional sets may
be Obtained by interested Tenderers on the submission of a written application
to the address given under paragraph 4 above

6. Alltenders must be accompanied by a Tender Securing Declarationin the format
provided in the Tendering Documents.

7. All tenders in one original plus Two Copies, properly filled in, and enclosed in
plain envelopes must be delivered to the address the Joint Songwe River Basin
Commission, P.0.BOX 300, Kyela nearby Kyela Resort Hotel at or before 4th
January 2023 at 9:00am EAT. Tenders will be opened promptly thereafter in
public and in the presence of Tenderers’ representatives who choose to attend
in the opening at the Extension Office Conference Room

8. Late Tenders, Portion of Tenders, Electronic Tenders, Tenders not received,
Tenders not opened and not read out in public at the tender opening ceremony
shall not be accepted for evaluation irrespective of the circumstances.

ACTING EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,
JOINT SONGWE RIVER BASIN COMMISSION

Date: 19TH December 2022
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Serengeti Breweries Limited (SBL) communications manager, Rispa Hatibu presents the company’s achievement
on environment, social governance (ESG) operations during the launch of the sustainability report under SBL’
parent company East Africa Breweries Limited (EABL). The launch was held at SBL's Chang’ombe plant in Dar es

Salaam over the weekend.

High quality cattle will spur
increased milk production

By Guardian Correspondent, Rungwe

THE availability of high quality
livestock for keepers in Mbeya
region had spurred the increase
of milk production whereby more
than 200,000 litres of milk are
produced and enters the market
every day.

The chairperson of Rungwe
livestock keepers association
(MUHAMARU), Asha Lukaja
made the remarks here at the
weekend in an interview with
this paper on steps taken a few
weeks ago following a meeting
that discussed  various issues
regarding the increase of dairy

products in Rungwe district.

She said the achievements in
sourcing high quality seeds stock
cattle includes the provision of
education on production as well
sourcing of markets thereof as in
the past they had faced challenges
regarding quality seed stock cattle

She added that ASAS dairy plant
has provided quality cattle that
had helped in the increase of
milk, hence the increase of milk
production.

Fadhili Mbilinyi, a livestock
keeper in Rungwe district said the
availability of firms that buy milk in
the district had benefitted keepers
for quality milk cow keeping.

He said as for now they produce
a huge quantity of milk due to the
assurance of the milk market within
and outside the district.

Rungwe district livestock officer,
Dr Dennis Kamily said many
livestock keepers do not like
utilising extension officers to learn
on better milk production without
using unsafe cow feeds.

Rungwe district milk inspector,
Henry Mokiwa said 20 per cent
of milk produced by keepers lack
quality due to some keepers diluting
it with water.

“Improper milking by some milk
cow keepers contributes to low
production of milk, ~he added.

Pre-qualification Criteria

REQUEST FOR TENDER

The hiring of Tyre Mounted Cranes, a Telehandler, and a Truck with Low Flat Bed Trailer

North Mara Gold Mine, a fully owned subsidiary of Twiga Minerals Corporation, which is ultimately owned by
Barrick Gold Corporation and the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania requests the submission
of Tenders from reputable, experienced, certified, and qualified parties to provide the following:

BARRICK

NORTH MARA

No. | Reference no.

Description of work

Requirements for proposal

1 NM35/2022/A

- 35 Tons - 2 Nos
-50 Tons - 2 Nos

Hiring of Tyre mounted hydraulic boom i.
cranes with a rated lifting capacity ii.
ii.  To submit test certificates for all lifting gears

For a period of 1 year at North Mara Mine site V.

To submit Load
iv.  Crane operator
submitted

vi.  Proposal to be
days in a mont

Applicant to provide specifications — Make, manufacturing year

Certified rigger — CV, certification of competency to be

Also indicate hourly rate for overtime beyond working hours
vii. ~ Companies HSE policy to be submitted
Vii. Local compliance with valid CRB registration and familiarity with
Tanzanian laws and Regulations

chart and fuel consumption

—CV, License to be submitted

submitted with Monthly hiring rate — 25 working
h (10 hours per day, with 1-hour lunch break).

2 NM35/2022/B

North Mara Mine site

Hiring of Telehandler rated load capacity - i,
7.5 Tons — 2 Nos for a period of 1 year at ii.

ii.  Operator—CV,
iv.  Proposal to be
days in a mont

Applicant to provide specifications — Make, manufacturing year
Diesel consumption of equipment per hour

Also indicate hourly rate for overtime beyond working hours

v.  Companies HSE policy to be submitted

vi.l  Local compliance with valid CRB registration and familiarity with
Tanzanian laws and Regulations

License to be submitted
submitted with Monthly hiring rate — 25 working
h (10 hours per day, with 1-hour lunch break).

3 NM35/2022/C

Mara Mine site

Hiring of Truck with Low Flat Bed Trailer - i.
40T capacity for a period of 1 year at North ii.

jii. ~ Operator—CV,
iv.  Proposal to be
days in a mont

Applicant to provide specifications — Make, manufacturing year
Diesel consumption of equipment per hour

Also indicate hourly rate for overtime beyond working hours

v.  Companies HSE policy to be submitted

vi.  Local compliance with valid CRB registration and familiarity with
Tanzanian laws and Regulations

License to be submitted
submitted with Monthly hiring rate — 25 working
h (10 hours per day, with 1-hour lunch break).

Submission of Proposals

nm.proposal@barrick.com

advertisement

Key Dates
+ Last Date to Submit Proposals

If your company meets the pre-qualification criteria, submit your proposal alongside all relevant documentation to
Applicants must quote the tender description(s) and the respective package reference no.(s)in the subject line of the email.
Queries should also be directed to nm.proposal@barrick.com

NB: The Company reserves the right to invite any other supplier(s) who did not submit a proposal through this

30 December 2022

North Mara Gold Mine Limited

217199902
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Mbeya district commissioner, Dr Rashid Chuachua (R) presents a dummy cheque worth 10m/-to Oswald Mwansumbule the winner of ‘Amsha Ndoto

Amsha Shangwe’ campaign organised by Vodacom Tanzania, The event was held in Mbeya city at the weekend.

Foundation donates
medical tools worth
4.37/- to hospital

By Getrude Mbago complications,” she said.
Dr Godlisten Malisa, the
THE Dar es Salaam based- foundation’s co-founder and

Gifted Hearts (GF) Foundation has
donated medical tools worth 4.37/-
to support provision of services at
pediatrics ward of Mwanyamala
regional referral hospital.

The equipment include three
nebulizer machines, five pulse
oxymeters, 20 digital thermometers,
one suction machine, two doppler
stethoscopes, five resuscitation
kits and 200 cannulas. These will
strengthen services to infants at the
hospital.

Speaking during the handing
over event in Dar es Salaam over
the weekend, the foundation’s chief
executive officer, Dr Christopher
Cyrilo said medical supplies
will help strengthen services to
newborns at the hospital.

“We have brought the medical
supplies here with support from
various stakeholders who are
touched with various health
challenges facing our children,
with these machines, newborn and
infants here at Mwananyamala will
be receiving smooth and on time

director called for support from
stakeholders so as to enable the
foundation to reach more people
with support.

He said the foundation has a desk
to support orphans and vulnerable
children to get education and so far
there are over 100 children who are
supported by the foundation.

“We support the children by
providing them with all the required
basic services including shelter as
well as supervising to ensure that
they complete their education to
fulfill their dreams,” he said.

Dr Malisa urged the government
to strengthen the health system so
as to ensure that Tanzanians with
chronic health problems and poor
backgrounds easily access medical
services.

The GH Foundation is a national
charitable organization committed
to enhance dignity and social justice
for the people in need by providing
humanitarian aid which covers
intervention areas such as: food
and nutrition, shelter, healthcare

. o 9 services,” he said. and education. The underserved
Government commits to improve teachers’ welfare s s oumion commnies” who tive  been
will continue supporting the supported by GH Foundation

By Polycarp  Machira, is continuous, calling upon them to He directed all directors in local Acting TTU Secretary General, | governments efforts to improve include the homeless, refugees,
remain calm and have trust on the government authorities to make sure Japhet Maganga urged the government | provision of quality health services sick people who have no access to
Dodoma government. that they complete all procedures of to see the possibilities of improving | and reduce disease burden in the medical care, victims of natural
“As at now, the government has clearing salary and non salary arrears salaries to teachers so that they could | country. disasters, widow and orphans.
THE government has already cleared arrears of 88,297 for teachers as soon as possible. meet their current needs. Tuswege  Mwamwaja, chief

expressed commitment
to improve teachers’
welfare, saying it has
paid a total of 117.6bn/-
in salary and arrears of
88,297 teachers.
Officiating at  the
opening of the Tanzania

teachers worth 117.7bn/-,” said the VP.

Besides the efforts done by the
government 1 am directing Minister
of State in the Prime Minister Office
(Labour, Youth, Employment and
Persons with Disability) Prof Joyce
Ndalichako in collaboration with
President’s Office Public Service

Dr Mpango further explained that
the government is committed to
ensuring that it improves teaching
and learning environment because it
has set out plans to meet the intended
objective.

The VIP said in this financial year
the government plans to construct

He said despite the efforts of building
teachers’ residential houses more
houses are needed so as to match with
the increasing number of classrooms
countrywide.

According to statistics, in 2022, the
regional administration and local
government ministry said there are

nursing officer at the hospital
commended GF foundation
for extending its support to the
hospital.

“This support is going to provide
huge relief to the clinic as it
complements the government’s
efforts to improve health services

“We have brought the medical
supplies here with support
from various stakeholders
who are touched with various
health challenges facing our
children, with these machines,
newborn and infants here

at Mwananyamala will be

Teachers Union Management and Good Governance more than 800 teachers’ houses 274,901 teachers in both primary and | to reduce disease burden, help receiving smooth and on time
(TTU) annual general to ensure they give priority to teachers  so that they live close to their work secondary schools, who share only | infants to get instant support as well services”
meeting (AGM) here, who are about to retire. stations. 59,417 houses. as eradicate maternal death and

Dr
said

the Vice-President,
Philip  Mpango

that the government
is committed to solve THE UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA
challenges facing
teachers in the country. PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE
He said that the
government is aware Vi Agroforestry REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT

heng T teachen JOB VACANCY NGARA DISTRICT COUNCIL
fised ' relation 1o LOCA AREA DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (LADP)
;?fgoﬁgll]‘;remem and || vj Agroforestry is seeking to hire a program office responsible
~The VP noted that | | for advocacy, livelihood and human-rights based approach at INVITATION FOR BID (IFB)
o VIEE anf(ifgcatiﬁ‘; our office in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. FOR
gover nment tOp
ngnncegmrcil;emof 1ltrs1 About Vi Agroforestry SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND MEDICAL SUPPLIES
producing . variOI_lls1 Vi Agroforestry (Vi-skogen) is a Swedish development FOR RUSUMO AND LUKOLE HEALTH CENTRES
fjalfrtszort;vg att“;‘n cooperation organisation, fighting poverty and working with TENDER No. RW-NELSAP-LADPII TZ-314206-GO-RFB
;[jhe | tgoggrr}[{nent sustainable agriculture and land management through 1. The Ngara District Council located in Kagera Region, has received fund from Regional Rusumo Falls Hydroelectric
evelopment objectives. . . . . I
“The sixth phase | | agroforestry - growing trees alongside crops and livestock. We || C8 o8 T0 et snder e oontract of the Suppyof medicel squipment ang
government under do this together with small-holder farming families and medical supplies for Rusumo and Lukole Health Centres.

President Samia Suluhu
Hassan is committed to
continue improving the
welfare of the public
servants including
teachers to enhance
accountability,” he said.
Dr Mpango noted that
in the past two years

farmers' organisations in three countries (Kenya, Tanzania, and 9
Uganda). Agroforestry provides increased access to food,
access to sustainable energy sources and more income. 3.
Agroforestry also contributes to the mitigation of climate
change and protects against the negative effects of climate

. The Ngara District Council now invites sealed tenders from eligible Suppliers for Supply of medical equipment and
medical supplies for Rusumo and Lukole Health Centres.

Tendering will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedures specified in the
Procurement Regulations, 2013 - Government Notice No. 446 as amended in 2016 and is open to all Tenderers as
defined in the Regulations.

4. Interested eligible Tenders may obtain further information from and inspect the Tendering Documents at the office

the government granted change. of The secretary of Tender Board, Ngara District Council P.0.BOX 30 Ngara, Tel. No. 028-222-6016 from 7.30am to
promotions, and paid 3.30pm on Mondays to Fridays inclusive except on public holidays.

h f f . ors

tel;%%esgr’r;a(l)ar;nggzrsor Details of the position 5. Acomplete set of Tendering Document(s)in English and additional sets may be purchased by interested Tenderers

on the submission of a written application to the address given under paragraph 4 above and upon payment of a
non-refundable fee of Tshs. 150,000.00 (One Hundred Fifty Thousand Only). Payment should either be by, Banker’s
Draft, or Banker's Cheque, payable to District Executive Director.

Accordingtothe VP, in
the past two years, the
government promoted
161, 438 teachers while
15,160 were promoted

For detailed terms of reference and how to apply visit our
website: https://viagroforestry.org/work-with-us/

6. All tenders must be accompanied by a Bid Securing Declaration in the format provided in the Tendering Documents.

3{1d transferred- ) to Deadline for appllcatlon is 16 January 2023. 7. Alltenders in one original plus Two (2) copies, properly filled in, and enclosed in plain envelopes must be delivered
g;tfger‘”em 35321;::?2; If you meet the set criteria, please submit your application to the address;
their academic | | letterand CV ONLY to tanzania@viagroforestry.org Secretary,
qualifications. Ngara District Council Tender Board,
The government ~ P. 0. Box 30,
has also introduced Only successful candidates will be contacted. g Ngara
electronic systems for S
collecting non  debt . At or before 10:00 am hours Local time on 19* January, 2023. Tenders will be opened promptly thereafter in public
salaries and a joint Misconduct and in the presence of Tenderers' representatives who choose to attend in the opening at the Conference Hall

system for public service
information relating to
salaries which will help to
clear debts and facilitate
timely promotions.

He added that he was
aware that the exercise
of clearing the debts and
effecting promotions

Vi Agroforestry is an equal opportunity employer and Room No. 16 Ngara District Council HO.

canvassing is prohibited. If you want to alert on suspected 8.
discriminiation, corruption or other serious misconduct during
the recuritment process, do not hesitate to use our
Whistleblowing System

Late Tenders, Portion of Tenders, Electronic Tenders, Tenders not received, Tenders not opened and not read out in
public at the tender opening ceremony shall not be accepted for evaluation irrespective of the circumstances.

217200101
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ROSKSHORE

BAILEYS DELIGHT TROPICAL BEER

a8

BUY OUR GOLD PACKAGE FOR

2 Mixologists | Counter | 4 Ushers | 3 case FREE beer |
2 Johnnie Walker black hampers | Ingredients | Photobooth | 1 Guest DJ

—12-6-666— 6 BOTTLES FOR
3 TSHS.
NOw

100,000 VonKh : L. BUY OUR DOUBLE BLACK PACKAGE FOR
) L i 4  THE VIBES

WE BROUGHT. THE.

2 Mixologists | Counter | 4 Ushers | 1 case
FREE beer | 2 Johnnie Walker black hampers | Ingredients

PIGA SIMU KUTOA ORDER/ CALL TO ORDER BUY OUR BLACK PACKAGE FOR

+255 688 52 57 67 / DAR: +255 699 114 356 e
+255 766 54 02 74 AR“SHA: +255 699 ‘ 14 357 1JohnnieWuIl?erblackhampers| Ingredients
+255 747 451555

217198102

Offer is Valid from 1°t December 2022 to 31 January 2023.

é};i
NOT TO BE SOLD OR FORWARDED TO PERSONS UNDER THE AGE OF 18. DRINK RESPONSIBLY.
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Equal opportunities for women
mean a whole range of benefits

NE big cost of inequality

is that African
economies do not reach
their full potential.

In many countries, for example,
women account for most unpaid
work, and are overrepresented
in the low productivity informal
sector and among the poor. Raising
the female employment rate
could contribute significantly to
Africa achieving its goal in SDGs
of becoming a middle-income
countries.

Economic  opportunities  for
women matter not just because
they can bring money home. They
also matter because opportunities
empower women more broadly in
society and this can have a positive
impact on others.

If women have a bigger say in
how household money is spent this
can ensure more of it is spent on
children.

Improvements in the education
and health of women have been
linked to better outcomes for their
children in many countries . In
giving power to women at the local
government level led to increases in
public services, such as water and
sanitation.

Just as the costs of inequality
are huge, so is the challenge
in overcoming it. The gaps in
opportunity between men and
women are the product of pervasive
and stubborn social norms that
privilege men’s and boys’ access to
opportunities and resources over

women’s and girls’.

What is therefore required is a
sustained, comprehensive drive
to end inequality. This will require
addressing multiple and reinforcing
barriers to equality among families,
job and product markets, as well
as among formal and informal
institutions.

A first step would be to improve
the access for girls to education to
reduce the in-built disadvantages
that they have from birth onwards.
This is recognized by many across
sub-Saharan countries and there
has been a lot of progress, with
initiatives such as Educate Girls in
many countries tackling the root
causes of gender inequality in
education. Many countries have
achieved gender parity in primary
education and more must be done
to narrow the gaps in secondary
education.

A second step would be to address
market and institutional failures that
lock women into low return, highly
vulnerable forms of employment
and of self-employment.

Much can be achieved by
encouraging the creation of a large
number of jobs that are seen as
suitable and safe for women.

No country can reach its full
economic potential and achieve
widespread prosperity if half its
population cannot participate fully
in the economy. As we marked
Women’s Day, it is important to
remember that equality for women
is to the benefit of all.

Policymakers should reform urban land
markets and invest in infrastructure

AR ES SALAAM (Dar)

(from Arabic Dr as-

Salm, “the house

of peace”; formerly
Mzizima) is the former capital as
well as the most populous city in
Tanzania and a regionally important
economic centre. Located along
the shores of Indian Ocean, the city
is one of the fastest growing cities in
the world.

Until 1974, Dar es Salaam served
as Tanzania’s capital city, at which
point the capital city commenced
transferring to Dodoma, which
was officially completed in 1996.
However, as of 2018, it continues
to remain a focus of central
government bureaucracy, although
this is in the process of fully
moving to Dodoma. In addition,
it is Tanzania’s most prominent
city in arts, fashion, media, music,
film and television and a leading
financial centre. The city is the
leading arrival and departure
point for most tourists who visit
Tanzania, including the national
parks for safaris and the islands of
Unguja and Pemba. Dar es Salaam is
also the largest and most populous
Swabhili-speaking city in the world.

It is the capital of the co-extensive
Dar es Salaam Region, which is
one of Tanzania’s 31 administrative
regions and consists of five districts:
Kinondoni in the north, Ilala in
the centre, Ubungo, Temeke in
the south and Kigamboni in the
east across the Kurasini creek. The
region had a population of 4,364,541
as of the official 2012 census.

Dar es salaam has been named
among the cities in sub-Saharan
Africa, which are the most expensive
in the world for businesses, relative
to income levels, a new report by
the World Bank has found.

The report said that those cities
will remain “closed to the world”
unless policymakers reform
urban land markets and invest in
infrastructure,

The number of people living
in sub-Saharan African cities is
growing rapidly: An additional 187
million people are expected tolive in
urban areas by 2025, the equivalent
of the entire population of Nigeria.
However, the economies in these

cities are not keeping pace because
they are crowded, disconnected
and costly, according to “Africa’s
Cities: Opening Doors to the World,”
areport published today.

These factors make cities such
as Dar es Salaam in Tanzania,
and Kampala in Uganda relatively
unattractive to investors and
Lagos in Nigeria, entrepreneurs,
meaning they produce few goods
and services for trade on global and
regional markets, the report finds.

“What Africa needs are more
affordable, connected, and livable
cities,” said Makhtar Diop, World
Bank vice president for Africa.
“Improving the economic and
social dividends from urbanisation
will be critical as better developed
cities could transform Africa’s
economies.” The report proposes
a number of reforms, including
formalizing land markets, clarifying
property rights and instituting
effective urban planning, as well
as investing more in physical and
institutional infrastructure.

High costs of living are also
making African cities unattractive
to companies looking to set up
businesses. Housing, food and
transport in a sub-Saharan African
city cost, on average, nearly 30
percent more than in other regions
with similar income levels. African
urban dwellers pay 55 percent more
for housing and 35 percent more for
food.

These higher living costs mean
that companies need to pay
higher wages, making them less
competitive than their global rivals.
As a result, companies tend to
remain local in scope, missing out
on global trading opportunities, and
also passing higher costs on to their
local customers.

To address these issues, the World
Bank is calling on African leaders to
implement policy and investment
reforms to move cities in a more
globally competitive direction.
“What cities do now will determine
their shape and efficiency not just
for years to come, but for decades
or even centuries,” said Ede Ijjasz-
Vasquez, senior director of the
World Bank’s Social, Urban, Rural
and Resilience Global Practice.
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Zimbabwe government targets citizens for its failure
to negotiate what it terms ‘international sanctions’

By Mathew Nyashanu

N what is becoming a circus
in African politics, the
Zimbabwean  government
believes that sanctions can
be mitigated through arresting or
jailing citizens who are standing up
against its oppressive rule. To many
people who have closely watched
the unfolding of the political journey
in Zimbabwe from 1980, it is worth
to question why the liberation war
was fought. Indeed, the answer to
this big question has now turned
to be a rhetoric from the ruling
party slogans at rallies and its inner
circle meetings. Independence,
freedom of expression and freedom
of association have completely
eluded the former freedom fighters.
I know it will be very painful to
draw similarities between Zanu PF
in its current form led by President
Emmerson Mnangagwa and the
right-wing apartheid political outfit
the Rhodesian Front led by the then
prime minister Ian Douglas Smith.

It is clear that no one who is a
citizen of Zimbabwe would want
Zimbabwe to be placed under
the sanctions landing the country
into a double jeopardy of poor
economic management by Zanu
PF and the impact of the so-
termed sanctions by Zanu PF. It
is disturbing for a government to
think and believe that sanctions
are being caused by its own citizens
who are wallowing in poverty.
What Zanu PF fails to understand
is that sanctions are enacted by a
constitutional administration that
governs a country and citizens from
a different country cannot be privy
or part to this process. Entangling
citizens in the sanction debacle is
a sign of poor political sight mixed
with incompetence to understand
the processes of international
governance and relations. Who in
their right mind would believe that
Britain, the United States of America
(USA) and the rest of Europe are
being told by Zimbabwean citizens
to place sanctions on the Zimbabwe
government.

The behaviour of targeting
citizens when the government is
failing to perform its duties is not
a new phenomenon in the history
of Zimbabwe and the world at
large. This is exactly what was
happening during the colonial rule
in Rhodesia where the cornered
apartheid regime thought that
the problem was being caused
by nationalist dissent. All Zanu
PF big wigs are still whingeing
about their unconstitutional and
arbitrary detention by the colonial
government but what is ironic
about it is that the same victims
of colonialism from Zanu PF are

— YL

walking in the footsteps of the

colonialists. Many Zimbabweans
have been detained for long periods
without any trial including members
of parliament like Job Sikala from
the opposition Citizen Coalition
for Change led by Advocate Nelson
Chamisa.

It is sad to see that Zanu PF trying
to use sanctions as a reason for
the non-working of the economy,
yet their incompetence to run
the economy dates back to the
pre-sanctions period. In 1988 the
Willowgate scandal saw many
Zanu PF big wigs misappropriating
vehicles to amass wealth against a
backdrop of suffering citizens. The
scandal saw the demise of one of the
earliest nationalist icons Maurice
Nyagumbo but a lot of them just
went low and surfaced again to
devour what they had left and some
of them are still with us.

Zanu PF knows how it landed
itself in the present political state
and knows the milestones they
need to achieve before they can be
part of the bigger family of nations.
It is sad how Zanu PF employs some
of the laughable and unorthodox
strategies to end sanctions
including holding rallies with rural
folks and drumming support from
primary and secondary school
children. Honestly, what impact
or international significance can
such actions have in mitigating
sanctions. All they are doing is to
waste working and learning hours
for rural folks and school children
respectively.

However, those who have been
around with Zanu PF know that
they can surprise anyone when
they want to do it; not long-
ago senior ministers in Zanu PF
travelled hundreds of kilometres to
the town of Chinhoyi to inaugurate
a strange economic event dubbed
“Dhiziri paChinhoyi” when they
were made to believe that diesel

was oozing from a nearby mountain
by a traditional healer. It becomes
very difficult to have confidence
in leaders who presumably went
to school and have a working
knowledge of how oil is processed
but can easily be told that it
can ooze from a mountain by a
traditional healer. It is through
these events that you can start to
understand why Zanu PF is coming
up with chilling strategies in trying
to end the sanctions debacle which
is honestly out of their own making,.

More pain comes to haunt
citizens when they look at the state
of the health system ostensibly
blamed on sanctions. Our hospitals
have become death traps with
thousands of mothers dying
through unmanaged maternal
health problems. Some patients
from Zimbabwe are making some
very difficult journeys across the
Limpopo to give birth in a country
that still believes in its obligation to
deliver a working health system to
its citizens.

In the process some Zimbabwean
patients have been publicly
degraded by some  health
professionals for accessing services
in South Africa without paying
for them. A good example was a
mother who went viral while being
questioned by a South African
health official for using their health
services without paying for them. All
these dramas are unfolding against
a backdrop of Zanu PF buying new
cars for their political party and
bussing people to rallies. Honestly,
if Zanu PF loved the citizens of
Zimbabwe was it not prudent for
them to give up half of their new
fleet of vehicles and trade them for
ambulances and medication for
our hospitals which are empty and
dangerous to visit?

The big question is Zanu PF
tells citizens that they are under
sanctions and so cannot provide

services for them but where are
they getting the money to buy
all those party vehicles and even
give each other loans that would
not be repaid? We are still waiting
for feedback on how command
agriculture was funded and when
will the recipients pay back the
money and implements they
amassed and misappropriated. The
other challenge is that Zanu PF has
turned itself into an unorthodox
monetary institution where money
is dished out and used as a political
bait. The present state of the
economy will never improve unless
there is a strong commitment from
Zanu PF to create a conducive
atmosphere to attract investors and
professionals in Zimbabwe.

The brain drain of teachers,
nurses and doctors will continue
unlessthe Zimbabwean government
is committed to the initial ideals of
why the liberation war was fought.
It is pathetic that the vice president
and minister of health Constantine
Chiwenga wants to oversee the
verification and confirmation of
nurses who want to go and work
abroad in a bid to prevent them
from leaving. This confirmation is
legally done by the nurses’ council,
but their powers and legal mandate
has been usurped by the vice
president who is also doubling as a
minister of health.

Lack of sincerity and commitment
to professional conduct and
international standards is one of
the reasons why Zimbabwe is being
isolated. I wish that all those in Zanu
PF could have their clocks turned
back to colonialism and reflect on
their legacy. Citizens are honestly
questioning the place of Zanu PF
with regards to colonialism. Are
we not experiencing colonialism in
a post-colonial State? My brothers
and sisters let’s meet again next
week when I unpack our education
system and employability.



Monday 19 December 2022

FEATURES

www ippmedia com

Gliardian

Skillbuilding p

By Correspondent Theresia Victor

DUCATION

stakeholders

continue to

propose ways
that can make Tanzanian
education system pro-
duce not only competent
products but job creators
as opposed to job seek-
ers as is the case now.
This came after employ-
ers complained over half-
baked graduates on one
hand and scarcity of em-

ployment opportunities
on the other.
School pupils have

joined this debate with
what they believe can
work. These are winners
of an entrepreneurial and
skill building project for
secondary schools who
propose that the model be
considered for integration
in school curricula as part
of the ongoing reforms to
make learners employ-
able upon leaving the in-
stitutions.

Uwezo Award Project
implemented by Great
Hope Foundation (GHF)
is designed to give pupils
entrepreneurship and
other 21st century skills so
that when they get out of
school, they can find op-
portunities to either em-
ploy themselves or get de-
cent employment through
the skills they acquired.

The project is done in
competition modality
where pupils design en-
trepreneurial community
change projects that have
three aspects namely
chance to explore their
potential, skill building
and positive change to

Overall winners
of Uwezo Award
Project 2022
from Kibaha
secondary
school pose for
a photo with
Noelle Mahuvi
(left) Great Hope
Foundation
Country Director
and Aristarick
Lekule (in
jacket-right)
from the
Institute of
Adult Education.
Photo/Theresia
Victor

nearby communities.

Participants from Kibaha
Secondary school in Coast
Region have bagged the
award three consecutive
times and teachers and
proud winners say given the
impact they have seen, this
model deserves to be part
and parcel of learning in ba-
sic education curricula.

Colins Mulemwa, team
leader of a group of pupils
who bagged Gold trophy
for 2022 Uwezo Award Pro-
ject from Kibaha second-
ary school said that there
is need for skill-building
extracurricular activities to
be integrated in education
curricula so that pupils and
schools take such activities
seriously.

“Pupils who engage in ex-
tracurricular activities are
exposed to new activities,
knowledge and skills which
allow them to explore their
interests and broaden their
perspectives beyond class-
room lessons,” he said.

He further noted that en-
trepreneurship skills help
pupils in the long run as the
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knowledge gained is not like
theories that most pupils
forget after sitting national
examinations but can be
used throughout one’s life-
time.

“We have been winning
this project for three con-
secutive years with different
projects. In 2022the name
of the project was The New
Era Project which aimed to
reduce fungal and stomach
diseases at our school and
improve hygiene by clean-
ing water tanks and unclog-
ging the bathrooms and
sewage system,” he said.

“We also decided to save
lives of expectant mothers
at Tumbi Hospital by donat-
ing blood and we managed
to donate 9100 milliliters
from 26 pupils.”

The winning team also
embarked on financial re-
source mobilization where-
by they worked as cob-
blers for fellow pupils and
repaired worn out shoes
which raised 13,000/- ,
painted and sold six paint-
ings at 15,000/- and organ-
ized Culture Day at school

for pupils which raised
274,000/-.

“We used the funds pre-
pare a stall where bites and
vegetables can be sold at
our school in a clean and
safe environment, and lastly
we bought and planted 50
fruit trees to Tumbi Catholic
church as part of our envi-
ronmental campaign which
we started at our school in
2018 for Uwezo Awards,” he
said.

In 2021, the winning com-
munity change project was
dubbed The Eagle’s Eye
and involved blood dona-
tion with the national blood
transfusion service, fund
raising by working as bar-
bers for fellow pupils and
the money collected was
used to buy vegetable seeds
and cultivate a garden, fix-
ing calculators and con-
struction of a mortar stage
at the school parade area.

“We organized a talent
show we dubbed Kibaha
Golden Premier to raise
funds and promote pupils’
talents. We also harvested
vegetables which we sold

l
and bought timber and oth-
er carpentry tools we used
to make 40 desks and add-
ed and the number of desks
in our school,” he said.

“We also did a blood do-
nation project where we
invited the Muhimbili Mlo-
ganzila Hospital and do-
nated 68 units which made
total of 113 units including
the first donation and the
total funds raised in our
Eagle’s Eye Community
Change Project amounted
t0 1,619,000/-.

In 2022, the project was
entitled ‘Give Hope, Save
Blue, Spread Green and the
Kibaha winning team mem-
bers started by raising mon-
ey through a duster mak-
ing project in which they
made 10 dusters and sold
the same to their school for
20,000/-. Computer whiz
in the team introduced a
graphics designing class in
which 39 pupils enrolled
and paid the team 39,000/-.

“We came up snacks busi-
ness during school sports
competition and earned
200,000/- in profit but we

didn't squander it; we
visited Nyumbu second-
ary school under our
Kumthamini Mwanamke
(value woman) project
and donated 70 cartons of
sanitary towels,” he said.

“As entrepreneurs, we
made bracelets and other
ornaments which we sold
during form six gradua-
tion ceremony and col-
lected 300,000/-,” he said.

‘We also repaired our
teachers’ computers and
got 20,000/- and col-
lected 104,000/- from 52
registration forms we sold
to new club members and
visited Mkuza girls sec-
ondary school where a
fire accident occurred and
provided donated various
learning materials.”

Mulemwa argued that
participating in these pro-
jects has prepared him
not only to be productive
but to care for others. He
added that if such activi-
ties became part of edu-
cation curricula, many
pupils can benefit and
become more productive
upon leaving school.

John Nicholas, a teach-
er at Kibaha secondary
agreed that accommodat-
ing programmes of this
nature can improve learn-
ing in basic education and
beyond.

“Since joining the pro-
ject, our pupils have won
all three editions from
2020 to 2022 because
as a school we saw the
potential of this project
and supported them and
that is why the team has
proved unbeatable,” he
said.

“After seeing the entre-
preneurial and humani-

roject winners want model adopted in education curricula

tarian spirit in pupils par-
ticipating in the project, I
believe that our education
system needs something
like this.”

Noelle Mahuvi, GHF
Country Director, said the
initiative is meant to bring
the best out of pupils and
change their communities
for the better. She added
that GHF has been organ-
izing the awards project
since 2016 with 20 sec-
ondary schools of Dar es
Salaam but later expand-
ed to Coast and Morogoro
regions. To date, the pro-
ject has reached 620 sec-
ondary schools.

“Yearly, GHF collects all
project proposals from
schools, a team of pan-
elists go through them
and those that score
above 50 per cent qualify
for the competition,” she
said.

“A total of 250 second-
ary schools participated
this year out of which 33
were recognized under
three categories namely
outstanding (Gold trophy)
which has been worn by
Kibaha secondary school
for three consecutive
years, great achievement
(Silver Trophy) awarded
to 12 schools so far and
good achievement (
Bronze trophy) which 19
schools have won.”

Aristarick Lekule from
the Institute of Adult Edu-
cation said that currently
the institute is working
on better ways of improv-
ing their curricula, add-
ing that the suggestion
has come at a better time
when stakeholders give
views on how to make im-
provements.

Four ways to overcome corruption in the race against climate crisis
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limate change

is the defining

issue of our

time. In the
words of the UN Secretary
General at COP27, “we are
on a highway to climate
hell with our foot still on
the accelerator.” Cutting
greenhouse gas emis-
sions to net-zero by 2050
is crucial when it comes
to meeting the 1.5 degrees
Celsius target.

At the same time, if we
don't effectively deal with
corruption in climate ac-
tion, it will severely im-
pede our abilities to fight
the climate crisis through
scaled-up adaptation and
mitigation efforts.

According to Transpar-
ency International, up to
35 percent of climate ac-
tion funds, depending on
programme, have been
lost to corruption in the
last five years.

Corruption and the cli-
mate crisis reinforce each
other

On the one hand, cor-
ruption fuels the climate
crisis by depriving coun-
tries of much-needed
revenues to act on cli-
mate change and build
resilience, while also
significantly altering the
efficient allocation and
distribution of resources
to achieve development
objectives.

For example, according
to the U4 Anti-corruption
Resource Centre, the top
recipients of climate fi-
nance are among the risk-
iest places in the world for
corruption.

On the other hand, cli-
mate impacts reinforce
corruption by creating

economic and social in-

stability and inequality,
fostering an environment
more conducive to cor-
ruption and misuse of
funds, that ultimately
deprives the poorest and
hardest hit.

Overcoming  corrup-
tion in the race against
the climate crisis requires
collective action and bold
partnerships between
government, private sec-
tor, and civil society to
recognise and combat the
issue through more effec-
tive management of re-
sources and programmes.

This calls for:
« Governments to step
up their efforts in envi-

ronmental governance,
« Businesses to strength-
en business integrity, ~ The 20th
. International
* Media, youth, and com-  Anti-Corruption
munities to continue to a%réfce)rence
; ] on
advo_cate against cor ‘Uprooting
ruption. Corruption,
Defending
' The four immediate ac- 5§m3§,r'atgﬁk
tions that require commit-  place 6610
. December
ment from all actors: 2022, in
Washington,
1. Management of D.C.
funds: A much
greater transparency
and accountability

is needed in the use
and management of
climate finance in ad-
aptation and mitiga-
tion programmes.

Access to finance is
often presented as
the main obstacle
to achieving a just
transition and trans-
formative climate ac-
tion, but that’s only
one side of the prob-
lem. The other side
is to make sure that
the much-needed
resources to address

2.
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climate crisis are not lost

due to corruption and
mismanagement.

One good example is F
that of the Colombian
climate finance tracking
system, which provides
updated data on domes-

tic, public, private, and

international  climate
funding.
It is one of the first coun-

tries in the world to
have developed a com-
prehensive Monitoring,
Reporting and Verifica-
tion (MRV) framework
to transparently track
the inflow and outflow
of climate finance from
public, private and in-
ternational sources.

Voice and Account-
ability: This means lev-
eraging the power of
advocacy and account-
ability mechanisms, and
providing civic spaces
for meaningful partici-
pation of society, em-
powering them to hold

u’-l

.
policy makers and pri-
vate sector accountable.

or example, UNDP is
empowering communi-
ties in Uganda and Sri
Lanka, to use digital
tools to mainstream
integrity and transpar-
ency in environmental
resource management.
In Sri Lanka,

UNDP has launched a
digital platform, in col-
laboration with the
Ministry of Wildlife and
Forest Conservation and
other partners, for citi-
zens to engage and mon-
itor illicit environmental
activities. The initiative
is supported through
UNDP’s Global Project
- Anti-Corruption for
Peaceful and Inclusive
Societies (ACPIS) funded
by the Norad— Norwe-
gian Agency for Devel-
opment Cooperation.
Meanwhile, in Uganda,
UNDP and the National
Forestry Authority have

launched the Uganda
Natural Resource Infor-
mation System (NARIS),
designed to monitor and
mediate  deforestation
throughout Uganda to
protect the country’s
forests and biodiversity.
In the climate change
agenda, fighting corrup-
tion is not only about
the money. It is also
about building trust in
institutions and restor-
ing hope in the future.
Studies show that ‘eco-
anxiety’ is increasing,
particularly ~ amongst
young people.

A global study of 10,000
youth from 10 countries
in 2021 found that over
50 percent of young
people felt sad, anxious,
angry, powerless, help-
less, and guilty about
climate change. But we
have also seen youth,
civil society and com-
munities taking action
against the environmen-
tal damage and climate

change from Serbia to
India.
Through UNDP’s Climate

promise alone, more
than 110,000 people
have been engaged in
stakeholder  consulta-
tions to revise key na-
tional climate strategies,
known as nationally de-
termined contributions
-, helping to build social
consensus and explicit
recognition of the roles
of youth and women’s
leadership in renewed
climate pledges in 120
countries.

3. Private sector has a
key role to play: Pub-
lic capacity needs to be
strengthened to imple-
ment policies to regulate
private sector activities
to protect the environ-
ment. At the same time,
businesses should also
play their part with fair,
human-rights based
business practices, busi-
ness integrity, and envi-

ronmental  sustain-

ability goals.

4. The normative
framework to pro-
tect human rights:
An intensified focus
on ‘environmen-
tal justice’ at global
and national level is
needed. On 28 July
2022, the UN General
Assembly  adopted
a historic resolution
that gave universal
recognition to the hu-
man right to a clean,
healthy, and sustain-

able  environment
(R2HE). UNDP pro-
motes  responsible

business by strength-
ening human rights
standards across 17
countries, with sup-
port from Japan.

UNDP has supported
over 100 national human
rights institutions to ad-
dress the human rights
implications of climate
change and environmen-
tal degradation. In Tanza-
nia, UNDP has supported
the ‘Commission for Hu-
man Rights and Good
Governance’ to manage
disputes related to envi-
ronmental human rights
violations. In Chile, UNDP
has supported an ongoing
process of constitutional
reform which includes
strong references to envi-
ronmental rights.

The development com-
munity needs to ensure
integrated  approaches
and break the siloes be-
tween the governance
and environmental com-
munities; and between
public and private sectors
to tackle the interlinked
crises of corruption and
climate change.
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Russia’s LGBTQI ‘propaganda’ law imperils HIV prevention

BRATISLAVA

new law banning LGBTQI

‘propaganda’ in Russia will further

stigmatise LGBTQI people in the

country and could worsen what
is already one of the world’s worst HIV/AIDS
epidemics, critics have warned.

The legislation, approved by President
Vladimir Putin at the start of this month, bans
any promotion of what authorities see as “non-
traditional sexual relations”.

Groups working with Russia’s LGBTQI com-
munity say the new law - an extension of 2013
legislation banning the positive portrayal of
same-sex relationships to minors - will effec-
tively make outreach work illegal, potentially
severely impacting HIV prevention and treat-
ment among what is a key population for the
disease.

It also comes amid intensifying anti-LGBTQI
political rhetoric and a Kremlin crackdown on
the minority and civic organisations helping it.

“Since 2014, Russia has been purposefully
driving HIV service organizations under-
ground. The new law is another nail in the
coffin of effective HIV prevention among vul-
nerable populations,” Evgeny Pisemsky, an LG-
BTQI activist from Orel in Russia, who runs the
Russian LGBTQI information and news website
parniplus.com, told IPS.

Russia has one of the worst HIV epidemics
in the world. For much of the last decade the
country has seen some of the highest rates of
new infection recorded anywhere - between
80,000 and 100,000 per year between 2013
and 2019, although this has fallen to 60,000 in
the last two years.

Officials figures for the total number of peo-
ple infected range from between 850,000
cited by the Health Ministry and 1.3 million ac-
cording to data from the Russian Federal AIDS
Centre. The real figure though is believed to be
much higher as the Russian Federal AIDS Cen-
tre estimates half of people with HIV are una-
ware of their infection.

Experts on the disease have repeatedly criti-
cised Russian authorities’ approach to HIV pre-
vention and treatment, especially the criminal-
isation and stigmatisation of key populations,
including LGBTQI people.

Indeed, the new legislation is an extension
of a controversial 2013 law banning the pro-
motion of LGBTQI relationships to minors.
This was denounced by human rights groups
as discriminatory, but also criticised by infec-
tious disease experts who suggested it further
stigmatised gay men and men who have sex
with men (MSM), affecting their access to HIV
prevention and treatment.

Organisations working with the LGBTQI
community in Russia worry the new legislation
could make the situation even worse.

Gennady Roshchupkin, Community Systems
Advisor at the Eurasian Coalition on Health,
Rights, Gender and Sexual Diversity NGO, told
IPS: “Practice in many countries has proved
that increased stigma of marginalized popu-
lations leads to increased discrimination to-
wards these groups, and, subsequently, these
people increasingly frequently refuse to come
forward for [HIV] testing and help.

“Formally, the new anti-LGBTQI law puts no
limits on providing LGBTQI people with medi-
cal help and examinations. But, of course, the
ban on sharing information with anyone about
the specific characteristics of their sexual life
may significantly decrease the quality and

Russia’s new
law banning any

promotion of what

Is seen as “non-
traditional sexual
relations” could

stigmatise the LGBTQI
community and put
HIV/AIDS prevention

at risk.

timeliness of testing and care.”

Meanwhile, Pisemsky said out-
reach work was likely to stop in its
current form as provision of some
services will now be too risky.

“All outreach work will go deep
underground. Even online counsel-
ling will be dangerous,” he said.

The law could also impact LGBT-
QI mental health - research showed
LGBTQI youth mental health was
negatively affected after implemen-
tation of the 2013 legislation - which
could, in turn, promote risky sexual
behaviours.

“We cannot know what exactly
will happen. Use of alcohol and
practice of chemsex may increase,
and there could be a rise in cases of
long-term depression and suicides.
But what we can say with certainty
is that there will be a dramatic de-
crease in the use of condoms and
pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) -
unprotected sex with an unknown
partner is also an indicator of men-
tal and cognitive conditions in the
age of HIV - sexual health literacy,
and self-esteem among LGBTQI
people,” said Roshchupkin.

Meanwhile, international organi-
sations heading the fight against
HIV/AIDS have attacked the law,
warning of its potentially serious
impact on public health.

“Punitive and restrictive laws
increase the risk of acquiring HIV
and decrease access to services...
Such laws make it harder for people
to protect their health and that of
their communities,” UNAIDS Execu-
tive Director Winnie Byanyima said
in a statement.

But such warnings are almost
certain to fall on deaf ears, at least
among Russian lawmakers.

Although homosexuality was de-
criminalised in the early 1990s af-
ter the fall of communism, LGBTQI
people face widespread prejudice
and discrimination in Russia. The
country placed 46 out of 49 Europe-
an countries in the latest rankings
of LGBTQI inclusion by the rights
group ILGA-Europe.

These attitudes are fuelled by
what many LGBTQI activists say is a
systematic state policy to stigmatise
and persecute the minority.

Since the 2013 law was imple-

mented, authorities have cracked
down on NGOs campaigning for
LGBTQI rights, using various legis-
lation to force them to close. At the
same time, politicians have intensi-
fied anti-LGBTQI rhetoric, and regu-
larly attack the community.

Indeed, the new legislation was
overwhelmingly supported in par-
liament, with senior political figures
rushing to defend it as a necessary
measure against Western threats to
traditional Russian values.

Chairman of Russia’s federal par-
liament, Vyacheslav Volodin, said
about the law: “We must do every-
thing to protect our children and
those who want to live a normal
life. Everything else is sin, sodomy,
darkness, and our country is fight-
ing this.”

International rights groups say it
is clear the law has been brought
in for a specific discriminatory pur-
pose.

“There is no other way of seeing
it than as an extreme and system-
atic effort to stigmatise, isolate,
and marginalise the entire Russian
LGBTQI community. It is an abhor-

rent example of homophobia and
should be repealed,” Rachel Den-
ber, Deputy Director of the Europe
and Central Asia Division at Human
Rights Watch, told IPS.

“This law has a characteristic
similarity to other repressive laws
adopted in Russia in recent years
- the opportunity for its arbitrary
interpretation. In an environment
that is as repressive as Russia’s is
right now, rather than deciding to
take the risk of falling foul of the law
and speaking openly about relation-
ships or sexuality, people will just
remain silent.

“This law emerged in a climate
of cumulative repression of human
rights and repressive laws across
the board, which seek to silence dis-
sent, and, through the force of law,
enforce conformism,” she added.

Pisemsky agreed: “Laws like this
one are designed to scare people.
Fear needs to be constantly fed
with something, otherwise it stops
working. This law is not the last step
in the escalation of homophobia in
Russia.”

The effects of the ban, which es-
sentially makes any positive depic-
tions of the LGBTQI community in
literature, film, television, online,
and other media illegal with stiff
fines (up to 80,000 US Dollars for
organisations) for breaches, have
been immediately visible.

Pisemsky described how HIV ser-
vice organizations had altered their
websites and social media pages to
comply with the law, while Rosh-
chupkin said LGBTQI community
health centres were removing from
their premises homoerotic posters
and brochures with explicit depic-
tions of same-sex sexual acts.

Meanwhile, Russia’s first queer
museum, in St Petersburg, had to
closeits doors just weeks after open-
ing to comply with the law, book-
shops have cleared their shelves of
works dealing with LGBTQI themes
and libraries have taken to display-
ing similar works with blank covers.

It is unclear what other effects
the law will have, but some LGBTQI
organisations which spoke to IPS
said people had been in touch with
them asking for advice on emigrat-
ing.

Nikita Iarkov, a volunteer with the
Andrey Rylkov Foundation, an NGO
which helps people with HIV in
Russia, said that though he did not
think there was yet widespread fear
among LGBTQI people in Russia,
he is realistic about what the future
holds for many of them.

“Unfortunately, this is not the first
law discriminating [against LGBTQI
people]. This kind of ban is sort of
aregular practice now,” he told IPS.

“I hope that clubs in Moscow and
St Petersburg will remain safe spac-
es for queer people, but I think that
it will be impossible to have openly
queer parties and clubs.”
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13:00-14:00HRS DW-RADIO
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01:00-05:00HRS MUZIKI
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CCBRT provides free eye screening,
treatment to Mbande children in Dar

By Guardian Reporter

CBRT Hospital

in partnership

with Light for

the World have
launched an eye screen-
ing and treating campaign
for children under five
years old a move aimed at
protecting them from eye
related problems as they
Srow.

Speaking in Dar es Sa-
laam over the weekend
during a free- eye treat-
ment exercise for children
under five years at Te-
meke’s mbande Dispensa-
ry, Dkt.Picard Adubango
from CCBRT Hospital said
the hospital was commit-
ted to provide eye screen-
ing and treatment.

“We (CCBRT Hospital)
are all out to eliminate eye
related diseases among
the children in tne coun-
try,” Dr Adubango said,
adding that their pres-
ence at Mbande Dispen-
sary gave a clear picture
of the problem.

He said eye related dis-

ease was a threat in the
country and that CCBRT
with its partners decided
to come up with the cam-
paign to minimise cases
among the children.

“We have began with
Mbande Dispensary then
we will go other different
parts in the country so as
to reach as many children
as possible,” he explained.

Dr Adubango called
on parents to give their
cooperation including to
accampany kids to the
dispensary or at any place
where the exercise was
set to be conducted.

“For the Mbande exer-
cise we have managed to
see 65 children and most
of them were allergic and
shortsighted,” Dr Aduban-
go said.

Mbande Ward Clinical
Officer , Ms Agneta John
thanked CCBRT for pro-
viding free eye-screening
service,saying it was the
right time.

“Our dispensary pro-
vides eye sceening ser-
vice. But with the support

isfaction
fessinal service offered at

from CCBRT we can reach
more people,” she said.
She described her sat-

over the pro-

dispensary,showering praise
on CCBRT commitment to
rescue children from early
ages.

Zawadi Rajabua resident

of Mbande kisiwani thanked
CCBRT and its partners for
eye-screening and treatment
for children.

“There is no doubt that

your presence at Mbande Dis-
pensary has attracted many
children with eye problems,”
She explained.

Masauni resolves prisons-farmers land dispute in Kondoa District

By Guardian Correspondent, Kondoa

HOME Affairs Minister, Eng.
Hamad Masauni has resolved the
long time land conflict pitting the
King'ang’a Livestock Prison and
residents of Kingale ward villages,
Kondoa District, Dodoma Region.

Masauni, accompanied by
Dodoma Regional Commissioner,
land experts and prison officials
arrived at the Prison facility
yesterday where they held an
internal meeting.

After the meeting, the delegation
visited and inspected the area that
had been in conflict since 1978.

Speaking to hundreds of
residents at aa public rally in the
ward, the Minister told them that
the conflict has come to the end
and will be past history.

“Before coming here we had
a meetingduring which we
discussed in depth and as Minister
with the mandate to deal with the
issue we have given ourselves up to
December 30 this year to finalise

the entire issue so as to enable you
get land for your farming activities
without any hindrances.

“We have also agreed that in
the coming week or so, through
our experts, we shall sit to make
an in depth assessment for the
Allocation of the disputed land that
will satisfy both sides, but I ask you
to support any recommendations
that will be made,” he said.

He said after the decision,
from now on the residents will
continue engaging themselves in

their farming activities and will
also be able to utilise numerous
opportunities that will be provided
by the.

For her part, Dodoma Regional
Commissioner, Rosemary
Senyamule said the land conflict
is an old one and all attempts over
its resolving were unsuccessful,
hence with the coming of Minister
Masauni, it will now be resolved.

The Representative of the
Commissioner General of
PrisonsSACP Omary Salum, said

the issue has been hindering their
own activities and that they did
not like it to remain unresolved,
but it is now hoped that it will be
finalised to the satisfaction of both
sides.

Kingang’a Prison was
established on February 25, 1975
as a Prisons Livestock Farm after
securing land from Chemchem
village and its survey and
demarcation started June 25 1978
and ended October 1978.

Govt pledges i)
tosupport &
more Institute §
of transport &

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has pledged to continue supporting
the National Institute of Transport (NIT) to enable the
institution to meet its obligation of preparing transport
professionals as well as conducting research and con-
sultancies for the nation’s development.

Addressing the NIT’s 38th graduation ceremony in
Dar es Salaam over the weekend, Deputy Minister for
Transport Atupele Mwakibete said the Six phase gov-
ernment under President Samia Suluhu Hassan has in-
vested a lot in improving the transport sector including
the construction of roads, modern railway, ships and
purchasing of aircraft for the ATCL, therefore there is a
high need of the transport professionals.

“With these investments in the transport sector, we
need to see locals feeding the industry, that’s why the
government is keen to continue supporting NIT to fulfill

its responsibility,” he said.

“I have heard from the Rector and the Council Chair-

n"

person on the Institute’s Fourth Five-Year Strategic Plan

(2020/21- 2025/26) as well as the implementation of the
Institute’s activities. Therefore, we promise to continue
supporting them to achieve their goals,” he said.
Mwakibete has further said: “As the Government, we
are relieved to hear that NIT has continued to expand
the scope of providing training in the transport sector
as well as strengthening itself in all modes of transport.”
The Deputy Minister has also congratulated the Insti-
tute for initiating the commencement of maritime and
railway courses, saying the programmes are very cru-
cial to the nation. “These courses are very important for
our nation as they will reduce the government’s burden
to pay for this training abroad, which is provided at a

very high cost.”

The Deputy Minister said the government recognis-
es challenges facing the Institution which include old
building infrastructures, shortage of lecturer’s offices

and student dormitories.

“In addition, I realize that the Institute
is continuing with the construction of
some of the infrastructure through the
EASTRIP Project funded by the Gov-
ernment through the World Bank. The
government will continue to cooperate
with the Institute in ensuring that there
are sustainable solutions for the out-
lined challenges,” he said.

Despite the pledged support, the
government ordered the management
of NIT to use internal sources of funds to
develop and improve its infrastructure.

NIT Rector Prof Zacharia Mganilwa
said that the number of students admit-
ted to the Institute has been increasing
year after year, thus leading to an in-
crease of experts in the Transport sec-

tor. “In five years, the enrolment had
increased by 121 per cent from 6,748
students in the 2018/19 academic year
t0 14,933 in 2022/23,” he said.

He went on to say that the Institute has
currently had a total of 358 employees
of which 214 are academicians and 144
are non-academicians. “This number is
small especially for academicians com-
pared to the actual needs of the staff.
Thus, the Institute is forced to spend a
lot of money to pay part-time lecturers
to cover the shortage of Academic staff.”

“Nevertheless, we thanks the govern-
ment for giving us permission to employ
42 staff in the financial year 2022/23, we
also request again the permission in the
next financial year to employ another

Deputy Minister for Works and Transport, Atupele Mwakibete awarding a Master of Science in Logistics and Transport
Management (MSc.LTM) to Farida Salum at the 38th graduation ceremony of the National Institute of Transport (NIT),over the
weekend in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

staff to cater for the needs of employees,
especially the academic staff,” Professor
Mganilwa said.

NIT’s Governing Council Vice Chair-
person Dr. Gemma Kishari Modu said:
“We express our sincere gratitude to
the Government for continuing to ap-
prove the Institute’s budget that is set to
improve the learning and teaching envi-
ronment.”

She added: “We have also applauded
the government for supporting NIT in
successfully establishing a Centre of
Excellence in Aviation and Transport
Operations (CEATO) supported by the
World Bank under the East Africa Skills
for Transformation and Regional In-
tegration Project (EASTRIP) as well as

Motorcycles,
mobile phones
spur poaching

4

in park areas -

P S

UDOM research

By Guardian Correspondent, Serengeti

GREAT use of motorcyclists and mo-
bile phones has spurred the increase of
poaching that threatens the existence of
wildlife including rhinos, elephants, ga-
zelles and zebras that can cause adverse
effects to the tourism sector.

Senior Researched at the University of
Dodoma (UDOM) Prof Julius Nyahongo
made the remarks at the weekend at a
meeting of conservation stakeholders
from various institutions in Serengeti Na-
tional park (SENAPA) and came up with a
joint strategy to control poaching and il-
legal wildlife trade that is rife in the park’s
ecosystem.

The stakeholders came from various in-
stitutions including TAWA, SUA, TANAPA,
WMA national and international institu-
tions on conservation as well as Univer-
sity in UK.

Prof Nyahongo said the use of motorcy-
clists and mobile phones has had an ad-
verse effect as opposed in the past when
poachers used their own bodies to carry
wildlife meat as well as donkeys.

“Research shows that a motorcycle can
carry between 180 and 200 kilos, while
a donkey can carry up to 70 kg while a
poacher can carry between 40 and 50 kgs
of game meat,” he said.

He recommended for the government
to communicate with motorcycle manu-
facturers to install electronic chips that
will assist in getting poachers information
or other criminals as they engage in their
criminal activities inside park areas or
when transporting game meat.

He said the only main solution to re-
duce poaching of game meat is to assist
people living around park areas with al-
ternative occupation instead of depend-
ing on poaching.

He recommended to the stakeholders,
government institutions to establish big
commercial crop farms away from park
areas for the youth.

For his part, Dr Martine Andimile, Re-
search manager from TRAFFIC Organisa-
tion said his organisation was also fighting
wildlife skins trade, ivory and game meat
and added that poaching threatens the
existence of wildlife in the national mark
including forest reserves.

“There is no national park, or forest
reserve that us safe, poaching only differ
from one place to another as in every vil-
lage you find five to 10 poachers, wildlife
gets killed like nobody’s business, the situ-
ation is not good at all, and that is why we
decided to meet to discuss on the matter
that needs urgent solution,” he added.

He mentioned another solution is the
provision of education to the people in
the villages near park areas to make them
understand on the benefits of the natural
resources.

WWEF Project Manager, Gasto Mushi
said his organisation has many projects in
the communities near national park areas
that fight challenges facing the existence
of wildlife.

managed to establish a Regional Center
for Excellence in Road Safety (RCoE) with
the funding of the African Development
Bank (AfDB).”

She added: “We also acknoledge the
six-phase government for supporting our
Institute with the training aircraft that
will be used to train the pilots as a move
to help improve manpower in the sub-
industry.”

“I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the Government through the
Ministry of Works and Transport for pro-
viding us with the land in Julius Nyerere
International Airport (JNIA) and Kiliman-
jaro (KIA) for aviation training,” she ob-
served

Dr. Gemma pointed out that in the next
five years the Institute will continue to im-
prove the number of its staff to strengthen
training services, research and profes-
sional consulting services; improve learn-
ing and teaching infrastructure; manage
the quality of training provided by the In-
stitute along with continuing to improve
the working environment.
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Digital treatment of genetic resources shakes up COP15

MONTREAL

n addition to its nutritional prop-

erties, quinoa, an ancestral grain

from the Andes, also has cosmet-

ic uses, as stated by the resource
use and benefit-sharing permit ABSCH-
IRCC-PE-261033-1 awarded in February
to a private individual under a 15-month
commercial use contract.

The permit, issued by the Peruvian
government’s National Institute for
Agrarian Innovation, allows the Peru-
vian beneficiary to use the material in a
skin regeneration cream.

But it also sets restrictions on the reg-
istration of products obtained from qui-
noa or the removal of its elements from
the Andean nation, to prevent the risk
of irregular exploitation without a fair
distribution of benefits, in other words,
biopiracy.

The licensed material may have a
digital representation of its genetic
structure which in turn may generate
new structures from which formulas
or products may emerge. This is called
digital sequence information (DSI), in
the universe of research or commercial
applications within the CBD.

Treatment of DSI forms part of the de-
bates at the 15th Conference of the Par-
ties (COP15) to the United Nations Con-
vention on Biological Diversity (CBD),
which began on Dec. 7 and is due to end
on Dec. 19 at the Palais des Congrés in
the Canadian city of Montreal.

The summit has brought together
some 15,000 people representing the
196 States Parties to the CBD, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, academia, in-
ternational bodies and companies.

The focus of the debate is the Post-
2020 Global Framework on Biodiversity,

The executive secretary
of the Convention on
Biological Diversity, Eliz-
abeth Maruma Mrema,
highlighted on Friday
Dec. 16 the results of the
Nagoya Protocol on ac-
cess to genetic resources
and fair benefit sharing
at an event during COP15
in the Canadian city of
Montreal. But the talks
have not reached an
agreement on the digital
sequencing of genetic
resources. CREDIT: Emilio
Godoy/IPS

&

which consists of 22 targets in
areas including financing for
conservation, guidelines on
digital sequencing of genetic
material, degraded ecosys-
tems, protected areas, en-
dangered species, the role of
business and gender equality.

Like most of the issues,
negotiations on DSI and the
sharing of resulting benefits,
contained in one of the Glob-
al Framework’s four objec-
tives and in target 13, are at a
deadlock, on everything from
definitions to possible shar-
ing mechanisms.

Except for the digital twist,
the issue is at the heart of the
Nagoya Protocol on Access to
Genetic Resources and the
Fair and Equitable Sharing
of Benefits Arising from their
Utilization, part of the CBD,
signed in that Japanese city in
2010 and in force since 2014.

Amber Scholz, a German
member of the DSI Scien-
tific Network, a group of 70
experts from 25 countries,
said there is an urgent need
to close the gap between the
existing innovation potential
and a fair benefit-sharing sys-

tem so that digital sequenc-
ing benefits everyone.

“It's been a decade now
and things haven't turned
out so well. The promise of
a system of innovation, open
access and benefit sharing is
broken,” Scholz, a researcher
at the Department of Micro-
bial Ecology and Diversity in
the Leibniz Institute’s DSMZ
German Collection of Micro-
organisms and Cell Cultures,
told IPS.

DSI stems from the revo-
lution in the massive use of
technological tools, which
has reached biology as well,
fundamental in the discovery
and manufacture of mole-
cules and drugs such as those
used in vaccines against the
coronavirus that caused the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Aichi Biodiversity Tar-
gets, adopted in 2010 in that
Japanese city during the CBD
COP10, were missed by the
target year, 2020, and will
now be renewed and updat-
ed by the Global Framework
that will emerge from Mon-
treal.

The targets included re-
spect for the traditional
knowledge, innovations and
practices of indigenous and
local communities related to
the conservation and sustain-
able use of biological diversi-
ty, their customary use of bio-
logical resources, and the full
and effective participation of
indigenous and local commu-
nities in the implementation

-
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of the CBD.

Lack of clarity in the
definition of DSI, chal-
lenges in the traceability
of the country of origin of
the sequence via digital
databases, fear of loss of
open access to data and
different outlooks on ben-
efit-sharing mechanisms
are other aspects compli-
cating the debate among
government delegates.

Through the Action
Agenda: Make a Pledge
platform, organizations,
companies and individu-
als have already made 586
voluntary commitments
at COPI5, whose theme
s “Ecological civilization:
Building a shared future
for all life on earth”.

Of these, 44 deal with
access and benefit shar-
ing, while 294 address
conservation and restora-
tion of terrestrial ecosys-
tems, 185 involve partner-
ships and alliances, and
155 focus on adaptation to
climate change and emis-
sion reductions.

Access to genetic re-
sources for commercial or
non-commercial purpos-
es has become an issue of
great concern in the coun-
tries of the global South,
due to the fear of biopira-
cy, especially with the ad-
vent of digital sequencing,
given that physical access
to genetic materials is not
absolutely necessary.

Although the Nagoya
Protocol includes access
and benefit-sharing mech-
anisms, digital sequenc-
ing mechanisms have
generated confusion. In
fact, this instrument has
created a market in which
lax jurisdictions have tak-
en advantage by becom-
ing genetic havens.

Around 2,000 gene
banks operate worldwide,
attracting some 15 million
users. Almost two billion
sequences have been reg-
istered, according to sta-
tistics from GenBank, one
of the main databases in
the sector and part of the
US. National Center for
Biotechnology Informa-
tion.

Argentina leads the list
of permits for access to
genetic resources in Latin
America under the Proto-
col, with a total of 56, two
of which are commercial,
followed by Peru (54, four
commercial) and Panama
(39, one commercial).
Mexico curbed access
to such permits in 2019,
following a scandal trig-
gered by the registration
of maize in 2016.

There are more than
100 gene banks operating

in Mexico, 88 in Peru, 56
in Brazil, 47 in Argentina
and 25 in Colombia.

The largest providers of
genetic resources leading
to publicly available DSI
are the United States, Chi-
na and Japan. Brazil ranks
10th among sources and
users of samples, accord-
ing to a study published
in 2021 by Scholz and five
other researchers.

The mechanisms for
managing genetic infor-
mation sequences have
become a condition for
negotiating the new post-
2020 Global Framework
for Dbiodiversity, which
poses a conflict between
the most biodiverse coun-
tries (generally middle-
and low-income) and the
nations of the industrial-
ized North.

Cristiane Juliao, an in-
digenous woman of the
Pankararu people, who is
a member of the Brazil-
ian Coordinator of Indige-
nous Peoples and Organi-
zations of the Northeast,
Minas Gerais and Espirito
Santo, said the mecha-
nisms adopted must favor
the participation of native
peoples and guarantee a
fair distribution of ben-
efits.

“We don’t look at one
small element of a plant.
We look at the whole
context and the role of
that plant. All traditional
knowledge is associated
with genetic heritage, be-
cause we use it in food,
medicine or spiritual ac-
tivities,” she told IPS at
COPI5.

Therefore, she said,
“traceability is important,
to know where the knowl-
edge was acquired or ac-
cessed.”

In Montreal, Brazilian
native organizations are
seeking recognition that
the digital sequencing
contains information that
indigenous peoples and
local communities pro-
tect and that digital infor-
mation must be subject to
benefit-sharing. They are
also demanding guaran-
tees of free consultation
and the effective par-
ticipation of indigenous
groups in the digital infor-
mation records.

Thanks to the system
based on the country’s
Biodiversity Law, in effect
since 2016, the Brazilian
government has recorded
revenues of five million
dollars for permits issued.

The Working Group re-
sponsible for drafting the
new Global Framework
put forward a set of op-
tions for benefit-sharing
measures.
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Stakeholders meet in Mbeya
region to strategise ways to
the potatoes’ production

By Guardian Reporter, Mbeya

POTATO producers and other value
chain stakeholders have meet in Mbeya
Region to chart out better ways to boost
crop production.

Organized by the Embassy of the
Netherlands in Tanzania in partnership
with the Wageningen University and
Research, the conference also launched
potato cultivation guide publications
for farmers.

The conference brought together
various agricultural experts, seed
production experts, farmers, policy
makers, members of the business
community and other government
leaders.

Participants comprehensively
debated on what needs to be done to
transform the potato sector in a public-
private setup, current state of affairs of
the potato sector in Tanzania as well
as the best practice and use of quality
seed and technologies the production
could double, and eventually open a
full potential.

Tanzania and the Netherlands have
a MoU on developing the potato sector.
Through this MoU, the two countries
have worked together in registration
of quality seed potatoes. The efforts
resulted to a total of 16 potato seeds
varieties listed to TOSCI catalogue.
The Netherlands has supported
TOSCI to develop a first potato variety
catalogue which will be launched
today. The potato variety aims at
communicating to farmers and other
stakeholders on the released potato
variety, its description and on the
availability of seed potatoes varieties
in order to improve accessibility of
quality seed potato. These varieties
also provide possibilities to increase
yields tremendously if good agronomic
practices are followed and help the
sector to come out with well informed
decisions.

Sector players displayed products
and services for others to look at. This
session aimed at creating awareness on
where to access services and products,
knowledge for sector development.
Finally the sector players established
contacts.

Exhibitors included; SNV, Isowelo,
HZPC, Agrittera, East Africa Fruits

co., TOSCLTARI, Kilimo trust, MATI-
Uyole, Mbeya University of Science &
Technology (MUST), Hanse Agrostore
International, Yara, Dew limited and
Mkombozi Agribusiness.

Opening the conference, Mbeya
Region Commissioner Juma Homera
pledged that the government will
continue to work with the Dutch
Government to facilitate the increase
in potato production in the country.

Wiebe de Boer, Ambassador of
the Kingdom of the Netherlands to
Tanzania said the Netherlands was
working hard to empower Tanzanian
farmers so they can turn their
production of potatoes products into
commercial undertakings.

“For the Netherlands potato is a very
important crop. Volumes of seed potato
that are traded within Europe and in
the world can find their roots back to
the Netherlands. In the Netherlands,
potato is among the key contributors
to the economy. We have seen how
farmers lives have improved through
the use of quality seeds, improved yield
which results to good business,” said
Ambassador Wiebe de Boer.

Ambassador Wiebe de Boer said
that Tanzania has huge potential with
massive land where potatoes could be
grown almost everywhere. Location
wise, the country is strategically
positioned with potential to be the
future potatoes hub within the region.

“Knowledge is power. The
Netherlands would like to share
their knowledge and expertise with
Tanzanian farmers in the journey of
optimizing potato production. The
launched potato signals book provides
insights, knowledge and practical
guide to the farmers” added, Hon
Ambassador, Wiebe de Boer.

The launched book is very unique
as it does not follow a ready-made
recipe but encourage farmers to
observe signals sent out by the crop
and use this visual information for crop
management. Indeed, when put in use
the book will be a game changer for the
farmers.

With access to agronomic practical
information, farmers will increase
efficiency and have sustainable potato
production. Finally good yield will be
achieved.

Venture now into
small businesses,
graduates advised

By Correspondent Theresia Victor

UNIVERSITY graduates have been
advised to venture into small businesses
instead of waiting for formal employment
at public and private entities.

In an interview with the Guardian,
Jonson John, a university graduate who
sells bottled water at the Mbagala Rangi
Tatu bus stand said since unemployment
has become a major problem not only in
Tanzania, but globally, graduates should
think of coming up with business ideas
that will help them to generate an income.

“There are many businesses that do not
require a huge capital to start with, I have
been working as a water vendor for four
years now and I can generate an income
to support myself and family,” he said,
adding graduates should not be ashamed
to engage in such kinds of businesses.

John, a holder of a bachelor degree
in education said he has not been
employed since he graduated; thus
decided to become a water vender with
his main customers being passer-by and
commuters.

“Small businesses should not be
underestimated; 1 have been able to

establish similar stalls at different bus
stands within the city where 1 have
employed people to sell bottled water,”
he said.

Saumu Amani, a food vender from
Mbagala Kuu said graduates should not
be ashamed to engage in small businesses,
but they should embrace the opportunity
and work diligently to earn their living.

She said when graduates start
businesses; they are likely to supervise
it much better compared to people with
low education levels.

Small businesses are ideal because they
do not require a huge capital to start;
one can have a business and continue
searching for formal jobs,” said Saumu.

Avegetable vendor fromKijichi,Jasmine
Joha said: “I am making a living through
my business.I have been selling vegetables
for a number of years, and I don’t want
to be employed. Youth graduating from
higher learning institutions should first
think of establishing their own businesses
while seeking jobs.”

Khamis Bakari, a water vendor at
Mbagala Rangi Tatu challenged graduates
notto stay athome as there many business
opportunities waiting to be tapped.
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CRDB Bank, Visa to power
travel, tourism industry
with virtual cards payments

By Guardian Reporter

RDB Bank Plc and Visa
International have
agreed on collaboration
to roll out virtual card
payments across the travel and
tourism ecosystem in Tanzania.

Through this agreement, CRDB
Bank and Visa will provide flexible,
secure, and efficient ways to make
and receive payments for travel
and tourism buyers and suppliers
to make and receive payments via a
co-branded virtual CRDB Bank and
Visa commercial cards.

The new partnership with Visa,
according to the CRDB Bank Group
CEO and Managing Director, Abdul-
majid Nsekela, is the next step in the
giant’s goal of creating an open and
independent travel and tourism
payment ecosystem.

“The payments industry is in the
midst of a revolution and there is a
growing need for travel and tour-
ism companies and authorities to
better manage the entire payment
experience,” said Nsekela.

He went on to say that, the in-
dustry is booming and that there
is a surge of tourists in the country
as a result of President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan’s commendable work
through the ‘Royal Tour’ TV docu-
mentary.

Tanzania’s tourism sector is see-
ing a rebound after the Covid-19
pandemic. BOT’s report shows that
the industry’s income has doubled
to reach USD 2,243.8 million in
September from USD 1,106 million.
Tourists have also increased by 63.5
percent to 1,332,476.

On that note, Nsekela stated that
companies in the travel and tourism

The CRDB Bank Group CEO, Abdulmaud Nsekela (L) talkmg to the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Visa
International, Alfred Kelly on the collaboration between the two institutions to launch virtval cards to power
Tanzania’s travel and tourism sector. The meeting took place on the sidelines of the US - Africa Leaders Summit in
Washington DC, USA over the weekend. Photo: Courtesy of CRDB

industry require sophisticated so-
lutions and seamless connections
to meet the demands of their
mostly tech-savvy customers.

“ The new partnership with
Visa will assist CRDB Bank in de-
veloping new and enhanced digi-
tal capabilities in virtual cards,
transforming industry players’
and customers’ payment experi-
ences,” he said.

Visa Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive of Visa, Alfred Kelly Jr said
Virtual cards deliver visibility,
boost liquidity and increase con-
trol over payment flows, which
will enhance payment strate-
gies and empower organizations

across the travel and tourism
value chain in Tanzania.

“We are excited to extend our
partnership with CRDB Bank, a
collaboration committed to lev-
eraging expertise and innova-
tions from both organizations to
support travel sector recovery
and growth,” he said and further
noted that they will be working
together to drive financial inclu-
sion agenda in the country.

CRDB Bank and Visa also
agreed to establish a cross-border
remittance service to facilitate
trade finance and make it easier
and safer for Tanzania’s diaspora
to send money home.

“President Samia has done a
tremendous job of opening up
the country; business is expand-
ing, and we need to put in place
a solid payment infrastructure
to help promote it. This includes
enabling Tanzanians in the dias-
pora to invest in Tanzania,” said
Nsekela.

The meeting between CRDB
Bank and Visa took place on the
sidelines of the US-Africa Lead-
ers Summit. Earlier this month,
the leaders of these organizations
met in Qatar, where they collabo-
rate to provide FIFA World Cup
fans with world-class payment

solutions.

Philip Besiimire, Vodacom managing director (R) I|sten|ng to Shilton Ulomi (L) My Health Insurance (MyHI) founder and managing dlrector during his business
held at Smart Codes headquarters in Dar es Salaam. Photo: Correspondent Mary Kadoke.

More women to benefit from Vodacom digital programme

By Correspondent Mary Kadoke

VODACOM Tanzania Manag-
ing Director, Philip Besiimire has
tasked Smartlab—the firms’ digital
partner to ensure women start-
ups are highly guaranteed on Vo-
dacom Digital Accelerated (VDA)
programs to increase brand eq-
uity in the market.

He gave the call on Wednesday
during his business tour at Smart-
lab in Dar es Salaam.

According to Besiimire, the
digital space is male dominated,
hence the need for Smartlab to
come up with unique programs
to support women in the digital
space.

“The challenge that I throw to
the team here is that I want to
see more women participating in
the digital space. I will be excited
to see a specific women chapter
SO as we can encourage women
entrepreneurs especially in tech-
nology and as Vodacom we will
definitely support this initiative,”
he said.

“I think for us to actually align
new ideas with young people and
find solution is an excellent op-
portunity. The work that Smartlab
is doing through the VDA program
is transformative and future fo-
cused,” he added.

He also stressed that it is time
the team think of putting other

stakeholders who are light mind-
ed on board to make a step ahead
in two years’ time but again attain
a maturity roadmap.

Nguvu Kamando, Director for
Vodacom Digital Services said
Vodacom Digital Accelerator is
mainly targeted to creative youth,
to speed up their start-ups as they
chase their goals.

He said the VDA program has
now landed to second phase af-
ter successes recorded in the first
phase whereas it impacted most
Tanzanians with not only attain-
ing capital but also more custom-
ers.

“Vodacom will keep lifting crea-
tors in agriculture, education, en-

tertainment, mobile money and
cyber security in a tactic to boost
creativity space countrywide and
internationally,” he said.

Smartlab Business Director, Lar-
ry Ayo, said plans set ahead are to
raise awareness mostly to women
so that they can erase the ideology
that VDA belongs to men only and
comfortably grab the digital entre-
preneurship space.

The program was launched in
September 2019. Vodacom Tan-
zania, partnered with innovation
ecosystem builder, Smartlab to
launch the Vodacom Digital Accel-
erator. A total of 28 start-ups have
been initiated so far.
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for organising ‘Family Day’

By Guardian Reporter

ARIME District

Commissioner,

Col.  Michael

Mntenjele has
expressed his satisfaction
on the way the North Mara
Mine of bringing together
workers” families and the
community surrounding
the mining area dubbed:
‘Family Day 2022'.

Held over the weekend,
the day brought on board
thousands of family mem-
bers of the mines” work-
ers, government leaders,
local leaders and villagers
surrounding the mine, in
which they joined togeth-
er and celebrated the day.

Themed: ‘Work and
Family’ reflects the Gov-
ernment’s commitment to
urge people to work hard
while concentrating on
good upbringing of their
families. The event also
involved displays of activi-
ties that take place in the
mine, various games for
adults and children, joint
lunch, drinks, music and
exchange of ideas.

Located in the Nyamon-
go area, Tarime District,
Mara Region, the North
Mara Mine is operated by
the Barrick Gold Corpora-
tion in partnership with
the government through
the Twiga Minerals Cor-
poration.

“We have continued to

have a good partnership with the
Barrick North Mara Gold Mine. On
behalf of the Government, I promise
you that we will continue to coop-
erate with you in ensuring that you
achieve your mission at the highest
levels,” DC Mntenjele said.

He also stated: “It's my hope that

“Responsibility

Barrick North Mara will be able to
achieve its goals by continuing to
prioritize the basic values of having
safety in the work place at all times.”
and
positive results, partnership, having
international level workers, truth,
transparency and integrity will make

integrity,

solidarity, good

you achieve your mission,” he said.
“I am relieved to see here the lead-
ers of the villages surrounding the
mine area. We as the Government
through this gathering encourage
neighborliness,
peace and love between the mine
and the surrounding villages, “he

Tarime rural MP Mwita Waitara (2nd L) gets a brief from Barrick North Mara employee  during an exhibition held at Family Day 2022 which brought together family
members of the mine, government leaders and villagers surrounding the mine. The event took place yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

said.

Apolinary Lyambiko, North Mara
Mine general manager lauded the
event attendees, saying that the day
maintains solidarity with the com-
munity surrounding the mine.

SBL unveils brewer's sustainability report painting resilient future

By Guardian Reporter

SERENGETI Breweries Limited (SBL) has
launched this year’s East African Breweries
Plc (EABL) Sustainability Report- the
second of its kind- depicting plenty of
performances on their Environment, Social,
and Governance (ESG) commitments.

Through its Society 2030: Spirit of Pro-
gress initiatives, a ten-year action plan to
manage their most material ESG issues
which fall under their core six pillars (Posi-
tive drinking, championing inclusion and di-
versity, sustainability by design, low carbon
world, preserving water, and doing business
the right way), SBL has emerged strong and
exemplary in delivering best outcomes.

The launch was attended by SBL
stakeholders  from  Foundation  for
Disabilities Hope (FDH), Green Initiative,
National  Environmental = Management
Council (NEMC), and the media.

“SBL is proud to be at the forefront of
championing sustainable development
in a unique way that is inclusive and
creative. We look forward to extending this
approach further to attend more goals”
SBL's Corporate Relations Director, John
Wanyancha highlighted over the weekend
during the launch.

In changing the way people drink for the
best, through its positive drinking, Wrong
Side of the road, and DrinkiQ campaigns,
SBL has reached more than 5000 drivers
nationwide, engaged with 8,200 students
on underage drinking, and influenced more
than 2000 people to educate themselves on
their e-learning tool (DrinkiQ) only in 2022.

On inclusion and diversity, a hotspot
championed by the government and private
sector, the brewer managed to offer more
than 200 scholarships to underprivileged
students under its household agribusiness
scholarship program “Kilimo Viwanda” with
the inclusion of more women and People
with Disabilities (PWD).

Kaole Wazazi College Deputy Principal,
Maxmillian  Sarakikya praised SBLs
commitment to education, saying “This
company has levitated more young talents
from an underprivileged backgrounds to
high levels of learning, which encourages
other stakeholders to do the same”.

Michael Salali, chairman of Foundation
for Disabilities Hope (FDH) an NGO closely
working with SBL said: “We’re proud to
partner with SBL, whose commitment to
inclusion has been paramount in uplifting
PWDs economically through life skills
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training, agriculture and financial literacy.”
SBL has made water its priority via its
Water for Life project in Tanzania. In this
sphere, has delivered more than 20 water
projects, with a Water Treatment Plant for
residents of Basuto village in the Hanang
District of Manyara region being the latest.

Colleta Kyaitela, a Representative
from Green Initiative Company Limited
complimented SBLs efforts on the latter
and past engagement with the company on
environmental management.

“Throughout the years, our audit showed
SBL to exceed above expectations on
protecting the environment, especially on
recycling, reusing and fulfilling their zero to
dumpsite policy in all three sites across the
country,” Kyaitela added.

ST SEREL ;ETl

SBL has provided the capacity to serve
14,000 people, the project is set to deliver
safe and clean water to four villages in
Basuto Ward, but also with the ability to
purify 900,000 liters of water in 12 hours,
which is sufficient to meet, and exceed
Basuto Ward’s current average daily water
demand of 700,000 litters.

More importantly, SBL planted over
5,000 trees in Kongwa district, Dodoma
region. On the same, the beer maker has
maintained O tonnes of waste in landfill
from its direct operations.

Hamadi Kissiwa NEMC Eastern Zonal
Manager representative said: “SBL is giving
out a great example of how environmental
and climate issues must be included
and taken with seriousness for effective

production that is environmentally
friendly.”

Interestingly, the company is leveraging
modern technology to enhance its
operations, from tracking and managing its
carbon-foot print, plant on-road accident
and incident management.

“Nearly 100 percent of all our plastics
used are widely recyclable, reusable, and
compostable. This is higher than 2021,
where 90 percent of our plastics were
widely recyclable, and also higher than our
2022 target of 98 percent” the report stated.

The latter is not only an emerging and
essential discussion in the corporate
modern world but also an inspiration to
other players in the private and public
sector field to deliver on the same.

Tarime DC lauds mine firm AfreximBank,

ECOWAS,

others commit
to economic
emancipation

of the youths

By Fred Ezeh, Abuja

AFRICAN Export-Import Bank (Afrex-
imBank) and the Economic Community
of West African States (ECOWAS) have
promised to support any cause that
will herald economic emancipation of
the African youths, thus giving them
more opportunity to compete in global
arena.

Similarly, the Chairman, Cubana
Group, Obinna Tochukwu Iyiegbu,
stated that nobody can develop Africa
apart from Africans, stressing that en-
trepreneurship needs to be at the core
of the efforts to transform Africa at vari-
ous levels.

Chairman, Board of Directors, Afrex-
imBank, Prof. Benedict Oramah, who
addressed thousands of youths that
participated in 2022 youth summit
organized by Grand Africa Initiative
(GAIN), exposed the youths to lot of op-
portunities in Africa and beyond, and
encouraged them to take up the chal-
lenge to make their mark in the comity
of nations.

The GAIN youth summit which at-
tracted over 3000 participants from
62 countries across the world had as
its theme “The Africa We Want: Nexus
Between the Youth, Peace and Entre-
preneurship II”

Prof. Oramah who was represented
by the bank’s Regional Chief Operat-
ing Officer-Anglophone West Africa,
Mr. Eric Monchu Intong, congratulated
GAIN for the excellent work it is been
doing, especially with regards to entre-
preneurship development and youth
empowerment in Africa.

The Afreximbank boss called for the
prioritization of more developmental
programmes that would facilitate youth
integration into trade value chains by
both public and private sector players,
as the solution to the problem of youth
unemployment on the continent.

He emphasized that youth entrepre-
neurship and innovation are pivotal
to the continent’s economic transfor-
mation, advocating that young people
should be fully empowered, financially
and otherwise, and also equipped with
the toolkits to provide solutions to the
challenges on the continent.

He said: “To maximize the AfCFTA
benefits and to explore other oppor-
tunities in global value chains, African
youths must be fully empowered to
participate in cross border trade. Unar-
guably, they need tools to express them-
selves as entrepreneurs and equipped
to innovate solutions to the continent’s
socio-economic challenges.”

Acting Director of Private Sector De-
velopment at the ECOWAS Commis-
sion, Dr. Tony Elumelu, who spoke on
migration and peace during the panel
discussion, said that migration has be-
come a way of life in Africa. “It’s not
necessarily a bad thing but rather it
depends on how it is handled and the
purpose.”

He implored African governments to
create a good environment for people
to stay back in their country, as well as
strong institutions to regulate mobility
to ensure safety, thereby, giving Afri-
cans a ray of hope and reasons to stay
rather than leave the continent.

In his contribution, the Chairman,
Cubana Group, Obinna Iyiegbu, ad-
monished African youths to focus less
on the negatives and channel their at-
tention and energies on what can be
done right to improve on humanity.

He said: “Building the Africa we want
will emerge when we leverage tech-
nology and innovation. African Gov-
ernment and leaders need to factor in
youth participation and promote their
involvement in the technology sector”.

Executive Director of GAIN, Chinwe
Okoli, in her opening speech, stressed
the need for youths to acquaint them-
selves with political and socioeconomic
situations in Africa, stressing that such
knowledge will provide baseline for
creating new Africa that will be useful
to all.
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Funding gaps plague EAC with Burundi, $.Sudan owing it $40m

HE implementa-

tion of East Afri-
can Community’s

programmes is
increasingly being hindered
by funding gaps as some of
the member states struggle to
remit their statutory subscrip-
tion fees.
An Audit Commission re-

port prepared by the East
African Legislative Assembly
(EALA) for the year ended
June 30, 2021 indicates that
the bloc continues to grap-
ple with various challenges
blamed on poor funding due
to delayed or non-remittance
of funds by partner states.
Suzan Nakawuki, an EALA
member from Uganda, says

the situation has persisted
the past decade, blaming it on
lack of political will and gen-
eral lack of resources among
member states to finance their
integration goals.

“I joined EALA in 2012, and
now, 10 years down the road,
the community is still grap-
pling with the issue of fund-

ing. The Council (of Ministers)
should address this matter
once and for all.. This is ur-
gent,” she told The EastAffi-
can.

EAC budget

The EAC budget is mainly
funded through member
states’ contributions and de-

velopment partners support.
According to the audit report,
the activities of the communi-
ty during the 2020/21 financial
year were funded by a budg-
etary appropriation of $99.74
million, compared with $119.14
million in 2019/2020 — a de-
cline of $19.4 million.

contributions accounted for
about 43 percent of the total
budget, showing a decrease of
about 24.5 percent from $57.12
million in 2019/2020, to $43.11
million in 2020/2021.

The audit indicates that
only 37.8 percent of the total
amount expected from devel-

tariat.

Now, EALA wants the Coun-
cil of Ministers to address the
funding shortfalls identified
“s0 as to enable community
implement the planned activi-
ties.”

EAC organs and institutions
absorbed $56.17 million, 56
percent of the funds, mean-
ing almost half of its planned
activities during the year
2020/21 were not implement-
ed.

Biggest defaulter

South Sudan remains the
biggest defaulter of remittanc-
es to the community, with ar-
rears of $22 million, followed
by Burundi at $5 million in ar-
rears.

South Sudan owes the EAC
$29.4 million, while Burundi
owes $12.4 million, Rwanda
$3.6 million, Uganda $3.4 mil-
lion, Tanzania $1,915 and Ken-
ya $20.

Between July 2022 and Sep-
tember 2022, Burundi paid
$2.4 million, 40 percent of

rest ($1.4 million) to EAC or-
gans and institutions

In August 2022, South Sudan
paid $14,999,961 — $12 million
of which went to the General
Reserve, the Interuniversity
Council of East Africa and the
Civil Aviation Safety and Secu-

rity Oversight Agency.
The EAC member states’
annual contributions have

changed over the past five
years, with a 26 percent in-
crease from $41.9 million in
2016/2017 to $52.8 million in
2020/2021.

Diminishing contributions

But the contributions actu-
ally paid have been diminish-
ing, leading to an increase in
outstanding balances from
$7.8 million in 2016/2017 to
$14.9 million in 2020/2021.

EALA says, “This is leading
to the community not prop-
erly planning and implement-
ing its activities, which may
negatively affect delivery of its
mandate.”

With the delay of partner
states to remit their contri-
butions to the EAC, develop-

continued to decline too, from
$27.36 million in 2015/2016 to
$16.29 million in 2020/2021
representing a 40.5 percent
decrease in funding.

“Some of the activities that
were to be implemented us-
ing development partners
support have stalled and
the absorption of funds has
also been low,” said Kennedy
Musyoka, the Kenyan EALA
Member and Chairman of
the committee of accounts in
EALA.

“The Committee also calls
upon Council to fast track the
alternative funding mecha-
nism,” he added.

Manpower and human re-
sources remain a major chal-
lenge at the EAC according to
the audit report which cites
slow and lengthy recruitment
exercises.

The report indicates that
several vacant positions re-
main unfilled thus affecting
the implementation of the
community’s programmes
and activities.

World Bank's IFC sees
‘huge’ potential to boost

investment in Africa

WASHINGTON, DC

THE World Bank’s private in-
vestment arm sees huge potential
to boost investment in Africa and
help support entrepreneurship
and digital transformation on the
continent, top officials with the
International Finance Corp (IFC)
said.

US President Joe Biden this week
hosted a three-day summit attend-
ed by 45 African national leaders
that was aimed at bolstering trade
ties between the United States and
Africa after years of inroads by ri-
val China.

IFC Managing Director Makhtar
Diop told Reuters the IFC was
working with African countries
to help match up entrepreneurs
with urgently needed financing to
support economic growth and job
creation across the continent.

“Africa is buzzing with innova-
tive tech solutions that can trans-
form people’s lives for the better.
We’ve seen a surge in new business
models and platforms in every-
thing from health-tech to fintech.
Yet over 80% of African start-ups
report difficulties in accessing
funding,” he said.

The goal, he said, was to develop
“homegrown innovative solutions”
for Africa that could also be export-
ed to the rest of the world. “Sup-
port for African entrepreneurship
and digital transformation is es-
sential to economic growth, job

creation, and resilience on the
continent and beyond.”

William Sonneborn, IFC’s global
director of disruptive technol-
ogy, said Africa, with a population
of 1.4 billion under the age of 18,
was home to some of the fastest-
growin“Africa is the market of the
future for US products and ser-
vices, and so, if (the United States)
is not active, it will miss out on a
huge opportunity,” Sonneborn
said, citing what he called an “eco-
nomic pivot” to focus on key new
markets.

Sonneborn said a new $225 mil-
lion platform to encourage ven-
ture capital ecosystems across Af-
rica, the Middle East and Central
Asia would help create more op-
portunities for potential entrepre-
neurs in countries with little track
record in that area.

He said there was clearly appe-
tite for such help. In Ethiopia, for
instance, 240 of 300 young wom-
en trained in coding under an IFC
program later said they wanted to
start their own tech companies,
Sonneborn said.

Fixing problems like slow per-
mitting and lack of financing could
bolster innovation across Africa
and allow countries to focus on
more lucrative services rather
than positioning themselves as
cheap manufacturing sites, he
said.

“It has a huge promise for tech
and entrepreneurship,” he said.

Banks looking at possibility of rupee
trade with Bangladesh, African nations

By Special Correspondent

BANKS are looking at the possi-
bility of initiating rupee trade with
Bangladesh and African countries
like Egypt as part of exercise to
make rupee an international cur-
rency, sources said.

The overseas trade in rupee
would safeguard the external sec-
tor from fluctuation in the forex
market. India imported goods
worth USD 3,520.83 million from
Egypt, of USD 1,004.24 million
from Algeria and USD 2,725.08 mil-
lion from Angola in the last finan-
cial year.

As far as Bangladesh is con-
cerned, the import in the last year
from the neighbouring country
stood at USD 1,977.93 million, ac-
cording to the data provided by
the commerce ministry.Currently
rupee trade arrangements are with
Russia, Mauritius and Sri Lanka
through Special Rupee Vostro Ac-

count (SRVA).Indian banks have al-
ready opened SRVA with banks of
these three nations, operationalis-
ing the rupee trade arrangement.

Recently, SBI Mauritius Ltd and
People’s Bank of Sri Lanka opened
an SRVA with State Bank of India
(SBI).

In addition, Bank of Ceylon
opened an account in its Indian
subsidiary in Chennai.Union Bank
of India has opened a special
rupee account of Ros Bank Rus-
sia while Chennai-based Indian
Bank has opened such accounts
of three Sri Lankan banks, includ-
ing Colombo-based NDB Bank and
Seylan Bank.In all, 18 such special
rupee accounts have been opened
by 11 banks, including two of Rus-
sia and one of Sri Lanka, following
approval from the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI). The RBI issued de-
tailed guidelines on cross-border
trade transactions in the domestic
currency in July.
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UN chief strongly condemns attack
against UN peacekeepers in Mali

UNITED NATIONS

UN Secretary-General

jured four others.

An unidentified gunman shot and killed two
officers, including one woman, from the United
Nations Multidimensional Integrated Stabiliza-
tion Mission in Mali (MINUSMA) while they were
on patrol near the city of Timbuktu, according
to mission head El-Ghassim Wane.

Through a statement, the UN chief extended
his deepest condolences to the bereaved fami-
lies, as well as to the government and people of

the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Antonio Guterres
strongly condemned the attack against a po-
lice patrol of the UN mission in Mali on Friday,
which killed two Nigerian peacekeepers and in-

Guterres recalled that attacks targeting UN
peacekeepers may constitute war crimes un-
der international law. He called on the Malian
authorities to spare no effort in identifying and
swiftly bringing the perpetrators of these hei-
nous attacks to justice.

Mali has been grappling with an armed rebel-
lion since 2012. Thousands of people have been
killed and hundreds of thousands have fled

their homes.

15,200 so far.

MINUSMA was established on April 25, 2013
by the Security Council Resolution 2100 to
stabilize the country after the Tuareg rebel-
lion of 2012. It has become the UN’s most dan-
gerous peacekeeping mission, with more than
200 peacekeepers killed out of a force of about

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres

US draws sharp criticism from WTO members

GENEVA

MEMBERS of the World Trade
Organization criticized the United
States’ trade policies on Wednes-
day at the ongoing 15th Trade Poli-
cy Review of the United States.

China, the European Union,
Canada, Turkiye and many other
WTO members strongly urged the
US to fulfill its obligations as a WTO
member and avoid unilateralism
and protectionism.

Despite its rhetoric touting mul-
tilateralism, the US has taken meas-
ures to counter the fundamental
principles of the multilateral trad-
ing system, Li Chenggang, China’s
ambassador to the WTO, said.

While pushing for a level playing
field, the US has provided many
discriminatory subsidies to its in-
dustries to gain predominance, he
said.

“The US puts ‘America First' by
prevailing its domestic laws over
international rules and (the) laws
of others, disregarding WTO rules
and concerns of other members.
Clearly, the US is a destroyer to
the multilateral trading system,” Li
said.

The US has put its own interests
above global common interests,
bullying other members by lever-
aging its economic and technologi-

cal power. The US is a “unilateralist
and bullying hegemonist”, Li said.

It applies different standards for
others. While demanding other
members to enhance discipline
and transparency, Li said the US
itself is implementing large-scale
exclusive and discriminatory in-
dustrial policies.

The Chinese ambassador said
the US is hanging onto Cold War
mentality, abusing the concept of
“national security”, and disrupting
the global supply chain by decou-
pling and disconnecting,.

Joao Aguiar Machado, the EU’s
ambassador to the WTO, said there
are strong inward-looking tenden-
cies in US trade policy, which favor
domestic sectoral interests.

The EU and other WTO mem-
bers are very concerned about
the recent adoption of the Infla-
tion Reduction Act. The EU argued
that the act unfairly locks a long-
standing friend out of the lucrative
US market and excessively lavishes
subsidies and brandishes a “made
in America” approach that bodes ill
for European multinationals.

Discriminatory elements

Machado said many of the gener-
ous subsidies in the act tilt the play-
ing field in favor of US producers in
crucial technology sectors, includ-

A logo is seen at the World Trade Organization (WTO) headquarters before a

news conference in Geneva, Switzerland, October 5, 2022. [Photo/Agencies]

ing but not limited to the automo-
tive sector.

“Certain elements of the legisla-
tion, such as those subsidies de-
pendent on the use of domestic
goods and domestic production,
are discriminatory and need to rec-
oncile with US" WTO obligations,”
he warned.

Several EU leaders, including
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, have warned the subsidies
are enticing European companies
to relocate to the US.

Canada shares concerns about
US trade policies that affect the
functioning of the WTO and even
the rules-based trading system,
said Nadia Theodore, Canadian
ambassador to the WTO.

She pointed out that the US leg-
islation and policies, such as “Buy
America” and elements of the IRA
that favor domestic content and
production over those of trading
partners, present both competi-
tiveness challenges and challenges
to the multilateral trade system.

Clare Kelly, New Zealand’s am-
bassador to the WTO, also criti-
cized the act, arguing that it had a
detrimental effect on the US’ trad-
ing partners.

Dmitry Lyakishev, Russian am-
bassador to the WTO, said the US
has adopted double standards and
a policy of selective compliance
with WTO rules.

Earlier this week, Washington
announced its refusal to imple-
ment the WTO’s decisions in “steel
and aluminum” disputes, which es-
tablished numerous infringements
of fundamental WTO obligations.

US trade policies have continu-
ously spiraled into a vicious cycle
of protectionism with blatant dis-
regard for WTO rules, Lyakishev
added.

Alparslan Acarsoy, Turkish am-
bassador to the WTO, said the US
imposed additional tariffs on im-
ported aluminum and steel prod-
ucts, which clearly violates WTO
rules. He called on the US to can-
cel the additional tax measures to
avoid further damage to the multi-
lateral trading system.

Ankara believes the US has sys-
tematically damaged members’
confidence in the multilateral trad-
ing system, he added.

Agencies, Xinhua

Digital hub target on track with China tech

‘Ghost’ of Soviet Union still
haunts US administration with
Cold War not over, says envoy

"

NEW YORK

AMERICAN authorities
are still guided by Cold
War logic in their policy
toward Russia, Russian
Ambassador to Washing-
ton Anatoly Antonov said
in an article published in
the American magazine
Newsweek.

“Washington seems to
need to constantly assert
itself through competition with Russia. It looks as if the
‘gshost’ of the Soviet Union is still haunting the corridors
of power in the American capital, and the ‘ old War’ has
not ended at all,” he wrote.

In the context of the conflict in Ukraine, the diplomat
noted that it was much easier for Washington to consoli-
date society inside the US and in the Western camp as a
whole around the image of a “foreign enemy that under-
mines the values of the democratic world”.

“At the same time, one can always shift the blame for
its own problems and miscalculations onto the Russian
Federation and use Russia to justify its unprecedented
military spending,”

Antonov added and suggested that “under the pretext
of the developments in Ukraine, the administration is
ruining mutually beneficial ties between Russia and Eu-
rope, making the latter fully dependent on Washington.”

The envoy noted that for decades after the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the US deliberately worked “to cre-
ate an anti-Russian foothold on the Ukrainian territory”
through governmental and non-governmental means.
According to the diplomat, it “encouraged hostility to-
wards everything Russian.”

On February 24, Russian President Vladimir Putin
launched a special military operation in Ukraine follow-
ing a request for assistance from the leaders of the Don-
bass republics.

After that, the US, the EU, the UK, as well as a number of
other countries imposed sanctions against Russian indi-
viduals and legal entities. In addition, Western countries
began to supply arms and military equipment to Kiev
worth billions of dollars at this stage.

RIYADH

SAUDI Arabia is speeding toward a digital
future full of potential with Chinese coopera-
tion, the kingdom’s Minister of Communica-
tions and Information Technology Abdullah
Alswaha said.

With its robust young population, Saudi
Arabia is one of the world’s fastest-growing
gaming markets. “Definitely it’s one of the
top 10,” Alswaha told China Daily in Riyadh
on Dec 8.

Referring to the sound bilateral relation-
ship between China and the kingdom, the
minister said: “We’re very proud about the
tight relationship that we have from a tech
and digital perspective, and today we have
an amazing opportunity to cement this in

GREEN finance enjoys huge potential
in improving environment, tackling cli-
mate change, and promoting efficient
utilization of resources. In recent years,

assets for banks,” said an executive with

terms of gaming.”

Alswaha noted Saudi Crown Prince and
Prime Minister Mohammed bin Salman Al
Saud’s announcement of a national strategy
for e-gaming and e-sports a few months ago.

“And today, we’re announcing a huge in-
vestment between ONEMT and the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia, in which they are moving
their regional headquarters and even soon
their global operations,” he said. Alswaha
said the deal with Chinese company ONEMT
“is a significant investment in which they’re
bringing jobs, they’re bringing investments
and more importantly, gaming studios”.

The Chinese businesspeople are “helping
us become the global hub for gaming and e-
sports”. “We are very proud and very excited,
he said.

Moreover, as the country implements Sau-
di Vision 2030, it is embracing technological
advancement in all sectors.

The Saudi information technology market
has grown by 14.6 percent so far this year, and
its telecom market grew by 7.1 percent, com-
pared to the same period last year.

The number of technology companies
listed on the local stock market increased
from three last year to nine this year. And
the number of jobs in the sector increased to
340,000, with a growth rate of 7 percent.

Moreover, women’s participation in the
sector increased to 30.5 percent, with a
growth rate of 3.32 percent, compared to
the second quarter of 2021, a remarkable
achievement in the kingdom.

According to ministry data, the Saudiza-

cal tea gar-

tion rate in the communications and infor-
mation technology sector reached 60.3 per-
cent this year, a moderate rise from 2021.

The ministry also said the nation is devel-
oping digital capabilities, involving more
than 30,000 people in specialized technolo-
gies such as artificial intelligence, cybersecu-
rity and data science, and has raised digital
awareness among more than 259,000 Saudi
beneficiaries this year, thereby increasing the
number of beneficiaries from digital knowl-
edge programs to 15 million.

Saudi Arabia is also conducting a Space
Scholarship Program after signing the Ar-
temis Accords for outer space exploration.
The kingdom will send the first batch of 30
male and female students to pursue studies
in space science disciplines.

Chongqing vigorously develops green finance

In April 2021, the

S. Africa’s ruling party ANC starts
conference to elect new leader

JOHANNESBURG

SOUTH Africa’s governing party, the African National
Congress (ANC), started its 55th national conference in Jo-
hannesburg on Friday.

More than 4,000 delegates from across the country are
attending the conference, which is scheduled to end on
Tuesday and expected to elect the party’s top leadership
for the next five years.

ANC President Cyril Ramaphosa, also President of South
Africa, stated in his political report to the conference
that in the past five years the country had low economic
growth, blaming it on corruption, state capture, COVID-19
and the effects of the Russia-Ukraine conflict.

“State capture” is a term referring to high-level graft in-
volving plunder of state resources and attempts to influ-
ence policy.

“Insecurity of electricity supply continues to be one of
the greatest impediments to economic recovery,” he said.
“Poor policy, mismanagement, state capture and corrup-
tion have left the electricity system in a state of real dis-
repair.”

State-owned enterprises functioning and performance
also remains a significant challenge, with several strug-
gling with significant debt, under-investment in infrastruc-
ture, the effects of state capture and a shortage of skills,
Ramaphosa said.

However, some green shoots have started to sprout as
the economy is showing signs of recovery, he said, add-
ing that the conference should come up with measures to
grow the economy fast, create jobs and improve the lives

of the people. Xinhua

Insecurity of electricity supply
continues to be one of the greatest
impediments to economic recovery

tion of the real economy.

“I never thought that I could apply for
loans with pollution discharge rights,
and the interest is lower than that of reg-

southwest China’s Chongging munici-
pality has worked vigorously to develop
green finance and establish a long-term
mechanism synergizing local govern-
ments, banks, and enterprises.

Having launched a series of innovative
reform measures, the municipality is
seeing fruitful economic and ecological
results.

Developing green finance is now a pri-
ority for many banks in the municipality,
and it covers a wide range of fields, from
waste incineration to sewage treatment,
from comprehensive governance of
coastal lines to energy upgrading, and
from green transportation credit to rural
housing loans.

“Green finance means high-quality

the Chongging Rural Commercial Bank.

As of the end of this September,
Chongging’s balance of green loans
stood at 497.23 billion yuan ($71.63 bil-
lion), up 40.2 percent year on year and
32.5 percentage points higher than that
for all kinds of loans issued in the munic-
ipality. Green loans accounted for nearly
10 percent of all loans, and the munici-
pality issued over 357 billion yuan of
green bonds, 2.7 times higher than those
in early 2019.

“It’s hard to imagine that we were still
worrying about our project fund a year
ago,” said Luo Li, who heads an ecologi-
cal tea garden project in Dingshi town-
ship, Youyang Tu and Miao autonomous
county, Chongging.

project had just started and needed
a large investment. Therefore, capital
shortages remained a major problem.

When the project team was at the end
of its tether, it was reached by the Bank
of Chongqing, which issued loans to the
project.

“Identifying green projects is not an
easy job. In the past, it was artificial,
which was inefficient,” said Tian Pan,
an account manager at the Bank of
Chongging. Now the bank has launched
an intelligent system that is able to per-
form automatic calculation of projects’
environmental costs and benefits, which
significantly improves the efficiency of
green project identification, Tian told
People’s Daily, adding that Luo’s ecologi-

den project was exactly recommended
by the intelligent system.

The intelligent system is a big data-
enabled comprehensive service plat-
form for green finance developed by
the Chongging Operations Office of the
People’s Bank of China, the country’s
central bank.

“Together with the Chongging Munic-
ipal Commission of Development and
Reform and the municipality’s bureau
of ecology and environment, we made
an evaluation standard for recogniz-
ing green projects and enterprises, and
developed a smart recognition system
based on it, which pushes identified
green financing demands to financial
institutions,” said Han Xintao, deputy

director of the financial research depart-
ment of the PBC Chongging Operations
Office. The system can better match
banks with enterprises, he noted.

As of this September, the system had
collected and published information
about 1,860 green projects and enter-
prises at the municipal and county lev-
els. In particular, nearly 1,000 of them
had gotten in touch with banks.

Chongging, as one of the six major
traditional industrial bases in China,
faces a heavy task of industrial upgrad-
ing. Therefore, the municipality has
constantly upgraded its mechanisms
to encourage financial institutions to
optimize the allocation of low-carbon
resources and advance the green transi-

ular loans,” said an executive of Chongg-
ing Polycomp International Corporation,
which manufactures fiberglass, after re-
ceiving a pledge loan of 100 million yuan.

The company is recognized by the
Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology as a “green factory.” It intro-
duces advanced waste disposal technol-
ogies to control pollutants.

Upon learning the company’s demand
to expand its scale, the Bank of Chongg-
ing reached it and volunteered to pro-
vide a pledge loan, which turned the
company’s “fixed” pollution discharge
rights into flexible capital that helps it re-
duce energy consumption and improve
the ecological environment.

People’s Daily
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Russia views suspension of Russian-language
TV channels in Moldova as censorship - MFA

MOsSCoOw

MOSCOW considers the suspension
of broadcasting licenses of six Rus-
sian-language television channels in
Moldova as an unprecedented act of
political censorship, Russian Foreign
Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakha-
rova said in a statement on Saturday.

“We view this ban as an unprec-
edented act of political censorship,
as the abuse of the principle of media
pluralism and as a blatant breach of
the right to free access to information,
the adherence to which the republic’s
political leadership regularly reiter-
ates,” the diplomat said.

According to Russian Foreign Min-
istry Spokeswoman, shutting down of
six TV channels to deprive millions of
news source.

“Through this step, official Chi-
sinau, hiding behind alleged respon-
sibility to protect its citizens from
‘not correct enough’ interpretations
of events in Moldova and the world,
intentionally deprives millions of
Russian-speaking residents of the re-
maining sources of news content in
their preferred language in the coun-
try. Hundreds of journalists will lose

their jobs in no time at the whim of
politicians who are playing censors,”
the diplomat said.

Zakharova added, that Moscow
urges the relevant international orga-
nizations to give a proper assessment
to the suspension of broadcasting
licenses of six Russian-language tele-
vision channels in Moldova and take
corresponding measures.

The diplomat pointed out that Rus-
sia defines that decision of the Moldo-
van authorities as a cynical violation
of ethnic minorities’ rights.

“We demand that the relevant inter-
national organizations give a proper
assessment of this move and take any
possible measure to rectify this unac-
ceptable situation,” Zakharova said.

Agencies

Massive strikes to hit Britain
during Christmas season

LONDON

The United Kingdom (UK) faces weeks
of massive strikes during the Christmas
season by transport and postal workers,
nurses, and border guards.

A wave of industrial action began
on Tuesday, with more than 40,000
members of the National Union of Rail,
Maritime and Transport Workers (RMT)
walking out for 48 hours.

Three more weeks of disruption are
set to follow. Britain’s National Railway
said due to various industrial actions,
there will be a reduced train service un-
til Jan. 8, 2023, with “significant disrup-
tion expected across the rail network.”

The Communication Workers Union
(CWU) also said there would be strikes
on Dec. 23 and Dec. 24, some of the busi-
est days for pre-Christmas deliveries.

Meanwhile, the Public and Commer-
cial Service (PCS) union has announced
that Civil Service industrial action in
late December will impact Border Force
services.

Travelers who are planning to enter
the UK during the proposed strike pe-
riod may face longer waiting times at
border controls. Nurses have also joined
the list of striking workers.

“Up to 100,000 nursing staff are tak-
ing part in strikes in England, Northern
Ireland, and Wales, and a further day
of strike action is planned for Dec. 20,”
said the Royal College of Nursing (RCN).
Gemma Dean, a human resources ex-
pert and lecturer at Liverpool John
Moores University’s business school
told Xinhua in an interview: “The in-
dustrial situation were seeing at the
moment, with a significant increase in
strikes, has been something we haven’t
seen in the UK for a little while.

“What we’re seeing right now are
groups of workers going on strike or tak-
ing forms of industrial action that typi-
cally haven’t done so.

For example, ambulance drivers and

nurses. Some of these groups have
never gone on strike, so it is surpris-
ing to see that, but it may be reflec-
tive of the depth of feeling that em-
ployees have now about their pay
and their terms and conditions of
employment,” said Dean.

The current high inflation rate in
the UK and cost-of-living increases
have put a lot of pressure on people,
said Madeleine Stevens, a senior lec-
turer at Liverpool John Moores Uni-
versity.

“After working through the pan-
demic the morale was an all-time
high at one point, and then it was an
all-time low,” a nurse told Xinhua.

“And now is the time to give the
nurses what they and the rest of Brit-
ain’s National Health Service (NHS)
deserve.

After everything they’'ve done,
they work back-to-back shifts, no
days off, for very little pay,” the nurse
said. Stevens told Xinhua: “I think
the wave of industrial action we see
now is not only a roller coaster effect
from the rail strikes and the Royal
Mail, and then it’s kind of growing in
momentum, but also with Christmas
time coming people are feeling pres-
sure and worries. It’s driven by fear,
which is very unpleasant.”

There could even be further con-
sequences than the strikes, Stevens
said. “It could be more than just the
public service sector that’s struggling
with pay awards and the cost of liv-
ing. It impacts every single one of us.

So there is a risk, if the demand for
pay goes up, that it will have further
implications for the wider commu-
nity,” she said.”

And perhaps a strategy to consider
is to rather look at some of the causes
that will benefit across the board, the
nation across the board,” Stevens
suggested. Xinhua

Zimbabwe starts cloud seeding to augment rainfall

HARARE

ZIMBABWE has started cloud seed-
ing in an effort to increase rainfall in
the current summer season, an official
said on Friday.

The country recently acquired the
latest technology to aid in cloud seed-
ing, and a test run was conducted on
Wednesday in Mt-Hampden in the out-
skirts of the capital Harare, resulting
in some rains falling,

Prosper Matondi, national coordi-
nator for Climate Change Department
in the Ministry of Environment, Cli-
mate, Tourism and Hospitality Indus-
try, told Xinhua.

He said the government has availed
significant resources for cloud seeding
in the current rain season, which usu-
ally runs from November to April.

This year, his department is geared
to carrying out timely cloud seeding
to minimize the effects of mid-season
dry spells that normally occur during
the month of January, Matondi said.

“Traditionally, we always do cloud
seeding to complement the natural
rainfall each season, and we usually
start just into the season to cloud seed
based on the different conditions that

obtain on a day-to-day basis.

“Based on our experiences from
previous seasons, we decided that
we should do much more in terms of
cloud seeding so that we can offset
some of the mid-season dry spells that
occur from time to time.

So we decided that this year we
should start now to do our cloud seed-
ing,” Matondi said.He said the govern-
ment has been supportive of the pro-
gram and released resources at the
beginning of the year for cloud seed-
ing.

It may not be enough... but in the
long-term, we have been reassured by
the government of more resources,”
Matondi said.He said Zimbabwe has
acquired five new radars with the lat-
est technology that were deployed
across the country, complemented by
more than 50 automated weather sta-
tions to provide accurate and timely
weather and climate information.Zim-
babwe has over the years experienced
floods and droughts with a devastat-
ing impact on lives and livelihoods.
The country now faces severe power
shortages, which have been worsened
by low water levels at its major hydro-
power plant at Kariba Power Station.

Health experts call for quality healthcare in Africa

KIGALI

THERE is a need for greater soli-
darity among African nations and
global partners to advance local
manufacturing of health products,
strengthen emergency prepared-
ness and response, and expand uni-
versal health coverage, health ex-
perts have said.

Health experts made the call on
Thursday during the closure of the
second edition of the International
Conference on Public Health in Af-
rica (CPHIA 2022) held in Rwanda’s
capital Kigali.

The conference shone a spotlight
on the New Public Health Order for
Africa, a roadmap for sustainable
health outcomes and improved
health security championed by the
African Union and Africa Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (Af-
rica CDC).

The New Public Health Order,
which draws on lessons from Af-
rica’s past experiences in outbreak
response, is guided by principles of
local ownership, leadership, equity,
innovation, and self-reliance.

During the three-day event, par-
ticipants called for a new approach
to empower African countries to be
prepared for the health challenges
of the future.

“These conversations and mo-
ments showcase what we are all do-
ing to realize a New Public Health
Order for Africa. And the conversa-
tions showed that we have come a
long way since we launched the New
Public Health Order in 2020.

But we have more work to do be-
fore every one of our brothers and
sisters has equal access to qual-
ity healthcare,” said Ahmed Ogwell
Ouma, acting director of Africa CDC.

The conference also called for
increased investments in African

health systems. The event attracted over 2,500 partici-
pants from 90 countries across the African continent and
beyond.

Participants included leading scientists and research-
ers, and representatives from the private sector, civil so-
ciety, and global health and development organizations.
During the conference, there was an awarding ceremony
of the Continental Award for Emergency Health Workers.

The award recognized the important role of emergency
health workers in reducing the spread of infectious dis-
eases and promoting public health in the community.

This year’s award went to Nigeria’s Ameyo Stella Adade-
voh for her contribution to averting the spread of Ebola
with her exceptional fearlessness and leadership.

On the sidelines of CPHIA 2022, key partnerships in the
interest of Africa’s health priorities were also established.

The Africa CDC and Medicines for Malaria Venture
(MMV) signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

to jointly enhance supply security and facilitate equitable
access to quality approved anti-malarials, thereby maxi-
mizing the use and health impact of existing products on
the continent.

The collaboration aims to support African Union mem-
ber states in accelerating and scaling up African manu-
facturing, building on existing capacities, and developing
new ones to support manufacturing.

The MoU outlines Africa CDC and MMV’s commitment
to work with partners to ensure funding and procure-
ment of locally manufactured quality-assured medical
commodities.

The sessions of CPHIA 2022 focused on Africa’s most
pressing health challenges and topical issues, including
re-emerging and high-burden infectious diseases, non-
communicable diseases, mental health, the role of wom-
en leaders in public health, and digital health innovations.

Xinhua

‘China will definitely achieve its Second Centenary Goal’

The book “Xi Jinping: The Gov-
ernance of China” mirrors the
rich connotation of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chi-
nese Characteristics for a New
Era, such as adhering to the peo-
ple-centered philosophy, exercis-
ing law-based governance on all
fronts, and enforcing full and rig-
orous Party self-governance, said
Nguyen Xuan Thang, member of
the Politburo of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of
Vietnam (CPV).

Nguyen Xuan Thang, also
Chairman of the Central Theo-
retical Council of the CPV and
Director of Ho Chi Minh National
Academy of Politics, said the
book is a masterpiece that re-
flects Xi’s governance ideas and
practices.

The chairman has long been
engaged in the theoretical stud-
ies of the CPV. He pays close at-
tention to the theoretical inno-
vation made by the Communist
Party of China (CPC) during its
hundred-year struggle.

He told People’s Daily that
the first volume of “Xi Jinping:
The Governance of China” was
published in 2014, and the Viet-
namese version of the book was
launched by the National Politi-
cal Publishing House of Vietnam
together with China’s Foreign
Language Press, on the occasion
when Xi paid a state visit to Viet-
nam in November 2015.

“This book impressed me very
much. It systematically and pro-
foundly expounds on the govern-
ance experience of the CPC Cen-
tral Committee with Comrade Xi
Jinping at its core. President Xi
has raised a series of new phi-
losophies, ideas and strategies of
groundbreaking significance in
the book,” he noted.

Nguyen Xuan Thang attaches
high importance to the theoreti-
cal exchanges between the CPV
and the CPC. He has attended
multiple theoretical seminars
between the two parties and dia-
logues between the think tanks
of the two countries.

He said the book “Xi Jinping:
The Governance of China” pro-
vides important reference for
CPV cadres and Vietnamese
scholars engaged in theoreti-
cal and practical studies, helps
its readers deepen their under-
standing of the CPC and the top

UYEN S
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leader of China, enhances their knowledge
of scientific socialism, and presents to them
the institutional advantages of socialism with
Chinese characteristics.

He spoke highly of the people-centered
development philosophy proposed by Xi, as
well as Xi’s emphasis on comprehensively
deepening reform and opening up as well as
carrying forward the fighting spirit.

Under the strong leadership of the CPC
Central Committee with Comrade Xi Jinping
at its core, China has completed the historic
feats of eradicating absolute poverty and fin-
ishing building a moderately prosperous soci-
ety in all respects, he said.

He said Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era
not only serves as a guide to action for the
CPC and the Chinese people to achieve the
great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation, but
also contributes Chinese wisdom and Chi-
nese approaches to promoting world peace
and development.

“It needs to be emphasized that Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Charac-

AIN

Nguyen Xuan Thang (Photo courtesy of the Chinese Embassy in Vietnam)

he remarked.

TRUNG QUOX

teristics for a New Era bears important sig-
nificance to the development of socialism
around the world. It makes important contri-
butions to enriching and developing Marxism
and sheds light on other socialist countries,”

Nguyen Xuan Thang said China has made
remarkable achievements in the past 10
years, and he was deeply impressed by the
country’s policies ensuring that rural poor
people have no worries about food and cloth-
ing and have access to compulsory educa-
tion, basic medical services and safe housing.

“China has achieved its goal of eradicating
absolute poverty as scheduled. The 98.99 mil-
lion people in rural areas who were living be-
low the current poverty threshold all shook
off poverty. China has embarked on a new
journey of fully building a modern socialist
country, and is marching toward its Second
Centenary Goal. I believe that under the
leadership of the CPC, China will definitely

stance as its fundamental
political stance, and be-
cause the CPC and the Chi-
nese people always seek
truth from facts and make
determined endeavor.

Just like Xi says in the
book, “The successes of
yesterday do not guarantee
future successes, and the
glories of the past do not
guarantee glories in the fu-
ture.”

China will always ride
out the storm with its peo-
ple and stay heart to heart
with them. Taking their pri-
orities as its own and acting
on their wishes, China will
continue the hard work to
turn its people’s aspiration
for a better life into a living

achieve this goal,” he told People’s Daily. reality.
He said China made such achievements
because the CPC takes the Chinese people’s People’s Daily
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Whatever the result, the
world wanted Messi to win

FILE - Angelina Jolie, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees special envoy,
address a meeting on U.N. peacekeeping at U.N. headquarters on March 29, 2019. Jolie
and the United Nations’ refugee agency are parting ways after more than two decades. In
ajoint statement issued Friday, Dec. 16, 2022, the actress and the agency announced she
was “moving on” from her role as the agency’s special envoy “to engage on a broader set
of humanitarian and human rights issues.” (AP Photo)

Angelina Jolie leaves role as
UN refugee agency envoy

UNITED NATIONS

ANGELINA Jolie and the United
Nations’ refugee agency are parting
ways after more than two decades.

In a joint statement issued Fri-
day, the US. actor and the agency
announced she was “moving on”
from her role as the agency’s special
envoy “to engage on a broader set of
humanitarian and human rights is-
sues.”

“I will continue to do everything
in my power in the years to come
to support refugees and other dis-
placed people,” Jolie was quoted as
saying in the statement, adding that
she felt it was time “to work differ-
ently” by directly engaging with refu-
gees and local organizations.

Jolie first started working with the
U.N. refugee agency in 2001 and was
appointed its special envoy in 2012.
The release described the multi-hy-
phenate as “carrying out more than
60 field missions to bear witness to
stories of suffering as well as hope
and resilience.”

“After a long and successful time
with UNHCR, I appreciate her desire
to shift her engagement and support
her decision,” UN. High Commis-
sioner for Refugees Filippo Grandi
was quoted as saying. “I know the
refugee cause will remain close to
her heart, and I am certain she will
bring the same passion and attention
to a wider humanitarian portfolio.”

In an opinion piece published in
The Guardian last month, Jolie al-
luded to frustration with the lack of
global progress in ending sexual vio-
lence in conflict.

“We meet and discuss these hor-
rors and agree that they should
never be allowed to happen again.
We promise to draw — and to hold —
that line. But when it comes to hard
choices about how to implement
these promises, we run into the same
problems time and again,” she wrote,
specifically calling out U.N. Security
Council members for “abusing their
veto power.”

Jolie previously characterized the
United Nations as “imperfect” dur-
ing a 2017 speech in Geneva, but also
defended the international body and
said it needed to be supported.

She later pressed the United Na-
tions to create a permanent and
independent investigative body to
amass and evaluate evidence in cases
regarding alleged war crimes, crimes
against humanity and other human
rights violations. While promoting

that effort at UN. headquarters in
2019, she told the AP that promot-
ing equality for women, combatting
injustice, and helping refugees were
the most important parts of her life
after her children.

“But in many ways, they go hand
in hand,” she said. Jolie has been in-
volved in other advocacy efforts, re-
cently pushing for the renewal of the
Violence Against Women Act in the
u.s.

Jolie began visiting refugee camps
in 2001, and was appointed as a
UNHCR goodwill ambassador that
same year. At the time, the then-high
commissioner said he hoped the
then-26-year-old actress could di-
rect young people’s attention to the
plight of refugees.

Last year, Jolie told The Associated
Press in Burkina Faso that she was
concerned that increasing displace-
ment across the world would drive
more instability — and that govern-
ments had to do something to ad-
dress the conflicts at the root of the
issue.

“Compared to when I began work-
ing with UNHCR 20 years ago, it
seems like governments have largely
given up on diplomacy ... countries
which have the least are doing the
most to support the refugees,” she
told the AP.

Developing countries play host to
more than 80% of the world’s refu-
gees, according to UNHCR, which
also announced in May that the num-
ber of displaced people crossed 100
million for the first time. Speaking
to the AP in August, Grandi praised
the European Union’s efforts to aid
Ukrainian refugees but implored
world leaders to remember the oth-
er humanitarian crises for which is
agency was fundraising.

“The big problem that we have at
the moment is that it tends to mar-
ginalize all other crises in which
people suffer,” Grandi said of Russia’s
war in Ukraine.

UNHCR lists different categories of
“prominent supporters” on its web-
site, including goodwill ambassadors
like Australian actor Cate Blanchett,
British author Neil Gaiman and Paki-
stani actor Mahira Khan.

In response to a request for ad-
ditional comment, a spokesperson
for the U.N. agency declined to offer
further details beyond saying that
UNHCR “has no intention of appoint-
ing anyone else in the role of special
envoy.”

AP

By Correspondent John Kimbute

HE WORLD
soccer fans and
administrators ~ was
united around one
theme as the temperature
continued to rise towards the
2022 World Cup final match at
Lusail Stadium in Qatar on the
evening of December 18.

It was an outpouring of sym-
pathy for Argentina’s captain
Lionel Messi and the feeling that
he ought to get a World Cup be-
fore ending his career, as he def-
initely has no other finals ahead
of him, at age 35.

This appeared to be a prayer
and if as some would say prayers
and anxieties which amount to
prayers make a difference, that
would be the case, but there was
plenty of signs it might not be
So.

The first point of call was the
result of the third place match
a day earlier, where the world
wasn’t largely thinking of Croa-
tian striker Luka Modric who is
also in his last World Cup finals,
nor indeed did they talk of a
Messi-Modric final and give the
trophy to whoever wins.

It means that the actual de-
gree of fairness in global com-
munication on the matter, that
is, reflections on media like ra-
dio and television, wasn’t exact-
ly equitable.

It was tied to hero worship-
ping of the Argentine superstar
in the final stages.

Just one match earlier, the
whole of Africa (or perhaps a
majority of the fans) were think-
ing of Morocco and the fantasy
that this would be Africa’s year.

The reason was that the Mo-
roccan side had ended the run
for Portugal and its embattled
fading  superstar  Cristiano
Ronaldo, despite having twice
scored in one group match,
aside from scoring a penalty in
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Lionel Messi

the opening tie.

In other words, the sympa-
thy for Messi is linked with his
continuing show of attaining
the highest performance, not
because he is going out of the
cycle.

Again, there was an unstated
issue of a World Cup victory for
Neymar, as the last time Brazil
took the cup in 2002 he was still
a youngster, and has been the
highest scorer for the Brazilian
side since Pele, now struggling
to follow the game from either
bed or couch.

The idea that Messi has a
greater right to the cup than ei-
ther Modric or Neymar is hard
to construct, except from the
idea that if he has reached the
final, then he is entitled to vic-
tory.

Just how far this outlook was
prevalent was somewhat sur-

prising even at the level of local
commentators.

True to form, a soccer chron-
icle anchor was asked on his al-
liances for the World Cup final
and either thrice or four times
replied that he was for ‘Messi
and the French national team,
which was frankly inconsistent.

Looking at his answer closely
enough, one funds that one ele-
ment of the answer is plausible
and the other isn’t so this clev-
er anchor actually wanted the
French to take the title, and the
reason wasn't that far to seek.

Many of us shared his senti-
ments, the French are our side.

Yet it was startling to see
how within the French media
landscape many wished Messi
a good day, an example being a
former Blues player (the French
national side) who said “I'm
French, but I'd love Messi to win

the World Cup,” on the basis
of remarks lifted by besoccer.
com Sports magazine.

It reported late afternoon
on Saturday that “Tigres
UANL striker Andre-Pierre
Gignac admitted that he will
support Argentina in the fi-
nal, despite being French.”

That came down to the feel-
ing that he knew the world
wants Messi to win the World
Cup while France wanted to
add a third title, precisely like
Argentina.

Looking at his answer close-
ly enough, one funds that
one element of the answer is
plausible and the other isn’t
so this clever anchor actually
wanted the French to take the
title, and the reason wasn’t
that far to seek.

Many of us shared his sen-
timents, the French are our
side.

Yet it was startling to see
how within the French me-
dia landscape many wished
Messi a good day, an example
being a former Blues player
(the French national side)
who said “I'm French, but I'd
love Messi to win the World
Cup,” on the basis of remarks
lifted by besoccer.com sports
magazine.

It reported late afternoon
on Saturday that “Tigres
UANL striker Andre-Pierre
Gignac admitted that he will
support Argentina in the fi-
nal, despite being French.”

That came down to the feel-
ing that he knew the world
wants Messi to win the World
Cup while France wanted to
add a third title, precisely like
Argentina.

On that score, the one who
was best suited to win the
cup, after arriving at semi-
final and final repeatedly, was
Luka Modric.

2022 Notebook: The slap heard
(and seen) around the world

By The Associated Pres

THE BACKGROUND: Was it
real? Or staged? Very real, it
turned out. Will Smith’s slap-
ping of Chris Rock at the 2022
Academy Awards after the come-
dian told a joke about his wife,
Jada Pinkett Smith, reverberated
through the entertainment in-
dustry and the nation — and led
to Smith being banned from the
Oscars for a decade.

The incident touched off
multiple conversations about
race, about celebrity and - for
a couple days of intense debate
— about authenticity. Smith
apologized, and eventually re-
leased an apology video as well.

But even months later, the very
moment it happened — and the
unexpected pall it cast over the
Oscars that evening — remains
a focal point. Here, the AP pho-
tographer who captured the mo-
ment and an AP entertainment
writer who covered the evening
recall their experiences.

CHRIS PIZZELLO, AP photog-
rapher who caught the iconic
image and has been covering the
Oscars since the 1990s:

When 1 think back, the main
emotion I have is relief. I'm up
there at the top of the of the
Dolby Theatre, way high up, a
long distance away. And I have
a rig with a 600 mm lens and a
200-t0-400 mm lens for a little
wider shots. Luckily, when Chris
Rock was there, 1 was on the
600. Then suddenly it looked
like someone was coming on the
stage. I saw someone’s blurry
head approaching him. And I was
just working on on instinct. And
suddenly, something happened.
The collision of the hand against
Chris Rock’s mic was really loud.
And as soon as it happened, all

Will Smith, right, hits presenter Chris Rock on stage while presenting the award for best
documentary feature at the Oscars on Sunday, March 27, 2022, at the Dolby Theatre
in Los Angeles. (AP Photo)

the eight or nine photographers in

the sound booth with me had
same reaction, which was, “Oh,
God, did I get that?”

If you look at the video, it hap-

pened really, really fast. And he
play Muhammad Ali in a movie
he’s got a good right cross. And

first emotion when it happened was
fear that I missed it. Because it hap-

pened so fast. It was probably

longest 30 seconds of my life. I was
waiting for Paula Mufioz, my editor,

who I was with tethered with. T h
a headset on and I'm talking to
in real time as she’s seeing my
ages. For about 30 seconds, the
nothing. Then suddenly I just he

Paula go, “Oh, you got it.” I've never

been more relieved.
I didn’t get the hand hitting

face, but it happened so fast that
you'd almost have had to see it in
advance. But it’s probably a bet-
ter picture anyway, him reacting
to getting hit. I think everyone was
slightly late on it. But you'd have to

the
my

age out of it.

did The Oscars is always one that 'm
, so hyper-alert about, because big, un-
my predictable things happen. Other

the

ave when Warren Beatty announced
her that it was “La La Land” and it was
im- really “Moonlight”? I didn’t think it
re’s could get any crazier than that. But
ard this flap is the topper of all of them.

the

be able to predict the future to get
the hand on the face. So yeah, it was
wild. But as I look back on it. T just
feel just relief that I got a decent im-

unexpected things have happened.
And T've luckily got all of them. I
haven't failed yet. The first one was
when Jennifer Lawrence tripped
on the way to the stage. Remember

And so you just have to be extreme-
ly on alert. Every year. I come out of
photojournalism, and I'm glad that
I have that photojournalism train-
ing. Because you have to rely on
your instincts sometimes. I think
that helps me in situations like this.

JAKE COYLE, AP entertainment
writer: I was in the press room,

backstage at the Oscars,
which is where the win-
ners come back after-
wards, and where there
are 100 journalists from
around the world. It’s
a buzzy kind of atmo-
sphere. And I think there
was especially a lot rid-
ing on that Oscars, be-
cause it was the first real
ceremony after the first
two years of the pan-
demic. The movie busi-
ness had been through
such ups and downs
and had really just been
struggling to survive. So
Hollywood really wanted
to put on its best show.

Things had been going
pretty well. But when
that happened, it was
like the world’s largest
balloon just got popped,
like all the air went out
of the whole festivities.
And nobody really knew
immediately what exact-
ly had transpired. It ob-
viously looked, at first,
like it was a setup, that it
was a scene being acted,
I think, partially because
of how dramatically
Smith kind of strode on
stage and hit Rock. We’re
accustomed to that kind
of overdramatized re-
sponse to things in an
award show. And it really
did feel like that because
it just came so out of left
field that nobody could
process it as it was hap-
pening. It seemed like
you're in a “Manchurian
Candidate” moment -
like he got a signal in
his brain and acted on it
somehow.
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Morocco’s miraculous run at
the World Cup ends in defeat

AL RAYYAN, Qatar

MOROCCO’s miraculous World Cup run is over,
and it ended with another loss.

After making history by becoming the first Afri-
can team to reach the World Cup semifinals, Mo-
rocco lost to Croatia 2-1 on Saturday in the match
for third place at Khalifa International Stadium.

“Of course we’re disappointed, but when we
wake up tomorrow we will realize how much we
have achieved,” Morocco coach Walid Regragui
said. “Some of my players weren’t 100% fit but they
gave everything to the end. I am very proud.”

He has a reason to be. Morocco’s showing in Qa-
tar provided the most surprising story of the World
Cup. The Atlas Lions were also the first Arab nation
to go so far in the tournament, sparking an out-
pouring of pride among Arab countries during
an event being held in the Middle East for the first
time. Celebrations spread from Gaza City to Cairo.
In Doha, the Moroccan community felt at home.

“We’re very proud that all these Moroccans are
behind us and it gives us great strength to go into
the games,” Morocco midfielder Ilias Chair said.
“The fan support was unbelievable. If you look at
the games, it felt like we were playing in Casablan-
ca.”

Regragui said he wouldn’t change a thing about
this year’s World Cup.

“We had 0.01% of winning this World Cup at the
outset. We managed to get through to the last four,”
the coach said. “We played against some of the foot-
balling powerhouses of the world.

“We’re now one of the top four teams in the
world and if you had told me that before the World
Cup and that Morocco would be No. 4 in the world,
I would have accepted that straight away.”

The triumphant run will also have a positive im-
pact for generations of children in Morocco, Regra-
gui said.

“Football makes people dream and children in
particular. In Morocco and Africa, we have kept
those dreams alive. It means more than a victory at
the World Cup,” the coach said. “As for the impact
on our country, we have set the bar high and the
expectations from our supporters will be high. We
have made a fantastic achievement but we want to
do that again. It will always be tough for an African
country to reach the semifinals but what we want
now is to get through the group stage every time
and one day we will win the World Cup.”

Morocco topped a group that included Croatia,
which reached the 2018 final, and second-ranked
Belgium. The team then progressed past favorites
Spain and Portugal in the knockout stages before
losing to defending champion France 2-0 in one of
its best performances.

AP

Luka Modric, 37, sets sights on
Nations League title for Croatia

AL RAYYAN, Qatar

LUKA Modric led Croatia to the bronze medal at
the World Cup on Saturday and revealed he will
extend his international career into 2023 in an at-
tempt to win the Nations League.

The 37-year-old won his 162nd cap in the 2-1 win
over Morocco, four years after helping his country
to the World Cup runners-up spot behind France.

Croatia will now attempt to win the Nations
League title next June in the four-team finals also
featuring Netherlands, Italy and Spain.

“That’s the plan,” said Modric when asked if he in-
tends to keep playing international football.

“It would be a nonsense not to play in the Nations
League, and then we’ll see how to proceed. I defi-
nitely want to stay for the Nations League.”

Croatia were defeated by a Lionel Messi-inspired
Argentina in the World Cup semi-finals but Mo-
dric insisted that his team have cemented a place
amongst the heavyweights of the sport.

“We achieved something major for the Croatian
football. We wanted the gold, we were close,” he
told broadcaster HRT.

“In the end, we return to Croatia as winners. Croa-
tia is not a miracle that appears every 20 years. We
proved that we are constant, that we cannot be seen
as dark horses but as a football power.”

Even though Modric intends to keep playing at
international level, coach Zlatko Dalic admits that
time is ticking on other senior players.

“It’s the end of a cycle. It’s the last World Cup for
some older players,” said the coach with one eye
on the qualifying tournament for Euro 2024 which
kicks off in March.

“But we have very good young players who give
hope, (Josip) Stanisic, (Mislav) Orsic, many players
who are on the bench. We have a very good team
for the future.

“Croatia have nothing to fear with this genera-
tion. What awaits us is the League of Nations, and
the qualifications of the Euro.”

Meanwhile, fireworks lit the sky above the Croa-
tian capital of Zagreb and many other towns in
the country that joyfully celebrated the win in the
third-place play-off.

“Croatia is on fire! Tears, songs, pride and joy
throughout our homeland!” read the Vecernji List
daily paper online edition.

“A long, happy night is ahead Croatia.”

The nation of fewer than four million people won
their third World Cup medal since independence in
1991. In France 1998, Croatia were third and at the
2018 World Cup in Russia they reached the final.

AFP

Gvardiol shines at World Cup as
Croatia wins 3rd-place match

AL RAYYAN, Qatar

N what may have

been Luka Mo-

dric’s final World

Cup match, Josko
Gvardiol made a play to
be Croatia’s next go-to
suy.

Modric has been the
man in the middle for
Croatia for more than a
decade, leading the team
to the World Cup final
four years ago and the
semifinals of this year’s
tournament. But at 37,
his time at the top is
surely coming to an end.

Modric was again cen-
tral to Croatia’s 2-1 victo-
ry over Morocco for third
place at the World Cup
on Saturday, but it was
Gvardiol that stepped up
from the back at Khalifa
International Stadium.

“We made a come-
back,” said Gvardiol, re-
ferring to Tuesday’s loss
to Argentina in the semi-
finals.

“We knew we had to
be focused and show
grit. Today we proved we
deserved third place. We
are going home celebrat-
ing.”

Gvardiol, wearing a
black mask after break-
ing his nose during a
Bundesliga match last
month, plays a different
position and looks to be

nearly twice the size of
the diminutive No. 10.

But at 20 years old he
is also almost half the
age of Modric and plays
like a veteran rather
than someone who was
still the age of a high
school student when
Croatia lost to France
only four years ago in
the 2018 final.

Nicknamed “Little
Pep” because of the simi-
larities between his last
name and that of Man-
chester City manager
Pep Guardiola, Gvardiol
scored Croatia’s opening
goal in the seventh min-
ute of Saturday’s match
with a diving header.

His head was involved
on the other end of the
field as well. As a center
back playing just behind
Modric, Gvardiol was
constantly being called
upon to shoo away Mo-
rocco’s chances, to keep
the area clear of red
shirts and keep the ball
out of his team’s net.

He did that, and he
was named player of the
match because of it.

Croatia coach Zlat-
ko Dalic, reflecting on
Gvardiol’s imposing
presence throughout
the tournament in Qatar,
said the defender de-
served to be named the
best young player of the

Croatia’s Josko Gvardiol, right, celebrates after scoring his side’s opening goal during
the World Cup third-place playoff soccer match between Croatia and Morocco at Khalifa
International Stadium in Doha, Qatar, Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022. (AP Photo)

World Cup.

“If not the best young
player, he must be in the
competition for the best
young player,” Dalic said.

“Usually the forwards,
the top scorers, are con-
sidered for this award,
but Josko has proven
that defense players de-
serve this and I believe
he deserves the award.”

Gvardiol is listed at
6-foot-1, only five inches
taller than Modric, but
he fills a huge space in

Croatia’s defense and
he showed he can also
move like a smaller play-
er.

Running through the
middle of the field with
the ball at his feet in the
second half, Gvardiol
crossed into the oppo-
site penalty area with
only the goalkeeper to
beat.

Morocco  midfielder
Sofyan Amrabat, how-
ever, appeared to clip
Gvardiol’s left foot. He

went down in a heap and
called for a penalty, but
the referee wasn’t buy-
ing it.

The big man in the
black mask wasn’t hap-
py, sitting on the grass
with his arms in the air
before rejoining play on
the other end, immedi-
ately jumping to try to
head the ball out of dan-
ger from in front of his
own goal.

“T think there was a
touch there,” Gvardiol

said of the possible pen-
alty. “I'm a defense play-
er. That’s the worst part,
that I don’t know how to
fall.”

Gvardiol was central
to Croatia’s strong de-
fense from the start in
Qatar, with the team al-
lowing only one goal in
three group matches.

They continued that
stingy play into the
knockout rounds until
being undone in the 3-0
loss to Argentina in the
semifinals.

Despite what Dalic
said, Gvardiol was un-
concerned with the indi-
vidual award, preferring
instead to win something
with his teammates.

“I am not interested in
any such award for best
young player,” Gvardiol
said. “What I care about
is the bronze medal and
I fulfilled my dream.”

Gvardiol came into
the World Cup after re-
cently extending his con-
tract with German club
Leipzig, a deal that ties
him to the team through
2027.

But some of Europe’s
biggest clubs may have
something to say about
that with the January
transfer window coming
up in a matter of weeks.

AP

Analysis: Morocco won something much more
valuable than third place at World Cup - respect

Kevin Baxter

Croatia’s World Cup
team earned bronze
medals Saturday, the
players lining up patient-
ly to cross a platform
where they received
their awards from FIFA
President Gianni Infan-
tino after their 2-1 vic-
tory over Morocco in the
tournament’s  consola-
tion game.

France and Argentina
will play for an even
larger prize Sunday in
the tournament final.

Yet the biggest winner
in this World Cup might
be Morocco, which, even
in defeat, earned some-
thing more valuable
than a medal or a trophy.

It won respect. It beat
some of the world’s big-
gest teams and eliminat-
ed some of the world’s
best players, proving it
isn’t who you are but
what you do that matters
most.

Morocco didn’t defy
imagination; it inspired
it.

“Football makes peo-
ple dream, especially
children,” Morocco
coach Walid Regragui
said. “We have allowed
them to dream. And
they now dream of being
footballers and getting
to the World Cup.

“That is priceless. It
means more than win-
ning any match.”

Croatia came to Qa-
tar a contender, ranked
12th in the world, a fi-
nalist four years ago
when it finished sec-
ond to France. Morocco
came here as little more
than an afterthought. It
hadn’t won a World Cup
game this century and
had won only two in its
history, advancing past
the group stage once.

It won three times

here. It beat No. 2 Bel-
gium in group play,
eliminated Spain, a
past world champion
in the round of 16,
then knocked Portugal
and Cristiano Ronal-
do out in the quarterfi-
nals, becoming the first
Arab and first African
country to reach the
World Cup semifinals.

It made the impos-
sible seem possible. And
for people on two con-
tinents, that was bigger
than anything that hap-
pened on a soccer field.

“We were given a 1%
chance of winning the
World Cup. Now we are
one of the top four teams
in the world,” Regragui
said. “If you told me we
would do that before
the tournament, I would
have accepted it straight
away.

“Every time we won a
match and we saw the
Morocco people taking
to the streets, it stuck
a chord for us. When
we wake up tomorrow
morning, we’ll take stock
and I think we’ll all re-
alize we had a fantastic
achievement here.”

Even as Morocco
struggled to the finish
line Saturday, limping
exhausted and injured
through its seventh
game in 24 days, it never
quit. Nor did its large
and enthusiastic red-
clad fan base, whose
incessant whistling and
choreographed chants
became a big part of the
soundtrack of this World
Cup. By the end, the rest
of the world was cheer-
ing Morocco as well.

“I would like to salute
Morocco,” Croatia coach
Zlatko Dalic said at the
start of his postgame
news conference. “It was
a great fight they put up.
They were tired, they
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Morocco’s Bilal El Khannous, left, and Croatia’s Luka Modric fight for the ball during the World
Cup third-place playoff soccer match between Croatia and Morocco at Khalifa International
Stadium in Doha, Qatar, Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022. (AP Photo)

were exhausted. But
they put up a great fight.

“They remind me of us
four years ago.”

Four years ago, Croa-
tia made the final, the
greatest achievement of
a golden generation that
played its final World
Cup game Saturday. And
fittingly Luka Modric
and Ivan Perisic, the core
of that generation, had
a role in its final World
Cup victory, teaming up
on a well-designed set
piece that ended with
Josko Gvardiol heading

in the game’s first goal in
the seventh minute.

Modric, a former Bal-
lon dOr winner and
Croatia’s all-time leader
in appearances, sent
a free kick toward the
near post for Perisic,
the team’s leading active
goal scorer, who peeled
away from his defender
to head the ball back
into the center of a box
for Gvardiol, who nod-
ded it in.

The assist gave Perisic
a hand in his 11th World
Cup goal since 2014.

Only Argentina’s Lionel
Messi has been involved
in more. And only Messi
has played in as many
World Cup games over
that span as Modric,
37, and Perisic, 33, who
were starting for the
17th time.

Croatia’s lead didn’t
last long though, with
Achraf Dari bouncing in
a header to tie the score
less than two minutes
later. But Croatia went
back in front to stay
three minutes before the
intermission when Mis-

lav Orsic curled a right-
footed shot just over the
outstretched right hand
of Moroccan goalie Yas-
sine Bounou and in off
the far post.

Gvardiol is 20, his goal
Saturday making him
the youngest Croatian to
score in a World Cup. Or-
sic is 29, young enough
to be in the picture for
the next World Cup.

“This is the end of the
cycle for us, the end of
process. This is the last
World Cup for some
of my players,” Dalic
said. “But we have some
young players and they
are the hope for Croatia.
I believe Croatia has a
great future.”

Regragui says he be-
lieves the same about
Morocco. He emptied
his bench in the second
half, keeping a prom-
ise to give game time
to players who hadn’t
appeared in a World
Cup game. Yet the Atlas
Lions kept pushing to
the final whistle, which
sounded just seconds
after Youssef En-Nesy-
ri's header just missed
the crossbar, dropping
harmlessly onto the roof
of the net.

. GWlJl by David Chikoko

| HOPe | aMm NoT
LaTe For THe




20

www.ippmedia.com

Gliardian

place match

Nasreddine Nabi

-

Nabi praises
Yanga resolve
[N overcoming

difficult first half

against Polisi

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans head coach Nasreddine Nabi was
a happy man after he sealed back-to-back NBC Pre-
mier League wins by beating Polisi Tanzania on Sat-
urday evening at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium.

The defending champions found it hard to over-
come a resilient and well drilled Polisi Tanzania side
coached by their former boss Mwinyi Zahera in the
first half but came back a rejuvenated side in the sec-
ond half after making small changes to their tactic
and squad to walk away with a 3-O home victory.

Young Africans’ goals were scored by Jesus Moloko
in the 47th minute after receiving a pass from Ber-
nard Morrison, who came in as a halftime substitute,
while the second was scored by Fiston Mayele in the
77th minute before Clement Mzize struck the final
nail in the coffin in 86th minute.

The victory moved Young Africans five points clear
at the top of the league after second placed Azam
were held to a 2-2 draw by Kagera Sugar on Friday
evening at Kaitaba Stadium.

Afterwards, Nabi, who was returning on the touch-
line for the first time after serving a three-game ban
for confronting officials, faced the media to discuss
the performance.

He said they knew they had to be at their best if
they were going to beat Polisi Tanzania.

“We expected that the match was going to be very
difficult because it is always challenging playing
against Polisi Tanzania and Coastal Union and what
has made it even more difficult is Mwinyi Zahera. He
knows us very well, he was working with the club,
and he has already coached the team.

“We knew he was preparing something but I think
he was too ambitious compared to the physical quali-
ties of his team because he never asked if his team
would have held the same way,” he said.

Reflecting on the changes made during halftime,
he added: “We knew moreover, we noticed loopholes
at the end of the first half and responded. We made
some small changes in the second half.

“We thank the opponents for the solid perfor-
mance and also thank our players and technical staff
for the hard work they put in to get the results.”

Young Africans have now won 13 of their 16 NBC
Premier League games this season, their only defeat
came against [hefu and shared the spoils with Simba
and Azam.

Their next league assignment is against a struggling
Coastal Union side on Tuesday at the same venue.

SPORT

Gvardiol shines at World
Cup as Croatia wins 3rd-
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By Guardian Correspondent

RESIDENT  Samia
Suluhu Hassan and
the Minister for
Culture, Artists and
Sports, Mohamed Mchenger-
wa, have been awarded spe-
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Samia, Mchengerwa awarded for their
contribution in arts sector

Minister of Culture, Artists and Sports Mohamed Mchengerwa (L) receives a special award of appreciation
for his contribution in bringing about huge transformation in the arts sector fromveteran actress Theckla
Mjata during the apex of 2022 Film Festival Award held on Saturday in Arusha on Saturday. Centreis the
Deputy Minister of Culture, Artists and Sports, Pauline Gekul. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT
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change.

In the event, Arusha Re-
gional Commissioner was
presented with an Appre-
ciation Award for his region
to host the second season
of the Film Festival Award
as well meeting some of the
event’s expenses.

The last such event was
held in the city of Mbeya.

A total of 32 awards were
presented this season and
there have been special
awards that are not com-
petitive in regard to na-
tional leaders, and for the
first time 10 artists who had
huge contribution in the
sector were awarded with
TFB Appreciation Awards.

These include Dr. Sheni,
Bishanga, Musa Banzi, Ray,
Single Rich, Jacob Steven
(JB), Monalisa, Wema Sepe-
tu, Thecla Mgaya (Aisha)
and William Mtitu.

cial awards of appreciation
for their contribution in
bringing about huge transfor-
mation in the arts sector.

The awards were given
during the apex of 2022 Film
Festival Award held on Satur-
day at Arusha International
conference Centre (AICC), in
Arusha.

Earlier, before the awards’
presentation, Tanzania Film
Board (TFB) Chief Executive
Officer, Dr Kiagho Kilonzo,
said Mchengerwa was se-
lected while abiding by his
big contribution in the short
period since he was appoint-
ed to oversee the sector that
leads in the country’s eco-

nomic growth.

He said the directives that
he had been issuing and
oversee have helped the
sector’s growth to a great
extent.

Mchengerwa has become
the second leader to get the
award following President
Samia, who received the
same award for her huge
contribution in the arts sec-
tor during her time.

“We have awarded Presi-
dent Samia with the Hon-
orary Award as an appre-
ciation on two big issues,
first in allocating her time
as President and act in the
Royal Tour Film, which was
not an ordinary thing to

accomplish, and secondly
for restoring our Arts Fund
that will assist artistes to get
loans for their activities,”
said Kilonzo.

President Samia’s Award
was presented by veteran
artiste, Mzee Chilo and re-
ceived on her behalf by the
Minister for Culture, Arts
and Sports, Mchengerwa.

Meanwhile, Mchengerwa
has instructed the Depart-
ment of Arts in his ministry
to collaborate with TFB to
make sure by Wednesday
next week (five days hence)
artists should start getting
funds from the fund in or-
der to make good produc-
tion that will be marketable

and improve their lives.

In his official speech
when opening the event,
Mchengerwa stressed that
the intention of the govern-
ment is to continue invest-
ing in assisting artists to en-
able them perform better.

Citing example, he said in
many developed countries
the sector has made huge
investments, and added
that there is still great work
that is to be done here to
equal them.

He stressed that Tanza-
nia’s artistes are well known
everywhere all over the
world, but their fame does
not reflect their actual lives,
hence, there is the need for

Also late Steven Kanumba
was posthumously awarded
with Honorary Lifetime
Award for Achievement for
men and Joyce Mhavile in
respect of women.

Many awards this season
were given to new artists
and were emotionally re-
ceived while many of them
wept from to their historic
achievements

The event was also at-
tended by the Deputy Min-
ister for Culture, Artists and
Sports, Pauline Gekul, and
officials and various stake-
holders in the industry and
was graced with various
musical groups.

Doshi elected as new THA Chairman

By Guardian Correspondent

VETERAN hockey administrator
Kaushik Doshi has ultimately taken up
a bigger role in the sport’s promotion
in Tanzania, having been elected as
Tanzania Hockey Association (THA)
chairman early this month.

The national hockey governing
body held its election in Dodoma on
December 9 following the completion
of leadership term of its officials that
had been taking charge for the past
four years.

Doshi was previously the THA sec-
retary-general, a position he had held
for six years.

The newly elected chairman noted
the THA leadership will, among oth-
ers, focus on improvement of hockey
infrastructure which constitutes the
acquisition of an astro turf for mod-
ern venue.

Doshi revealed his association is
looking forward to communicating
with envoys of countries that have
had tremendous success in hockey to
cooperate with THA to facilitate the
acquisition of the astro turf.

The official stated the association
further needs the government’s sup-
port in fulfilling the plan.

Doshi said: “Working on the amend-
ment of the constitution and looking
into the possibility of acquiring the
first ever new astro turf through assis-
tance are some of our foremost tasks.”

The leader pointed out: “At the mo-
ment, there is no single hockey turf
that is available in the country, a situ-
ation which is a setback for hockey.”

According to the THA Chairman, the
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Newly elected Tanzania Hockey Association (THA) Chairman, Kaushik Doshi (R), presents
a prize to Arusha’s Black Mambaz hockey squad’s player Bahati Kalebi that was adjuged
this year’s Uhuru Cup showdown’s upcoming player upon the tournament'’s completion in

Arusha recently. PHOTO: COURTESY OF THA

presence of a modern hockey venue
will raise the standard of local hockey
players and ensure national sides ex-
cel in international assignments.

“The new venue will certainly im-
prove our players’ performance, our
national squads were previously per-
forming dismally in international
competitions because we lack mod-
ern hockey turf,” Doshi noted.

The official revealed: “It is very im-
portant for us to have a hockey turf to
boost hockey...it will also improve the
standard of players who will be able
to compete with other players inter-
nationally.”

The THA Chairman added: “With
the presence of a new hockey facility,
our national squads stand to improve
and go as far as outsmarting oppo-
nents in international assignments.”

Doshi revealed: “Most countries in
our continent now have modern facil-

ities and are doing well in high profile
competitions.”

The THA leader, who also serves
as Africa Hockey Federation (AfHF)
Board Member, noted: “Later on we
can also host international hockey
tournaments under the banner of the
AfHF.”

Doshi stated: “Other plans are
to work on the goals and objec-
tives which include youth develop-
ment plans to take hockey to greater
heights.”

The THA election, held at the Sikh
Union Club in Arusha, was conducted
under the supervision of a committee
made up of four officers from Nation-
al Sports Council.

All eligible candidates went through
a screening process held by the Na-
tional Sports Council officers and
were thereafter subject to voting pro-
cess involving all representatives of

hockey clubs.

Ten posts were supposed to be
filled up and there were no other con-
tenders besides the 10 people that
took forms eyeing the body’s leader-
ship posts.

All 10 candidates had majority of
the votes in their favour and were
elected for the posts they were con-
testing for.

The association’s vice chairman
position was won by Barlaj Mudher,
Frank Lusawa was elected as secre-
tary-general.

The THA assistant secretary posi-
tion went to Smitesh Vadgama, and
the treasurer post was won by Gurtaj
Bhogal.

The association’s newly elected
executive committee members are
Deep Visram, Tatu Kahumbira, Mark
Sequeira, Varinderpal Bhamra, and
Mark Fernandes.

National Sports Council officer Ben-
son Chacha that was THA election
committee chairman noted the asso-
ciation’s constitution needs to be re-
vised completely as it is an important
tool which safeguards the interests of
hockey and implementation of devel-
opment plans.

Chacha further stressed on vouch-
ing for Anti-doping, which is very
common in the world, and asked the
association’s members present to be
aware of it.

Doshi thanked National Sports
Council for taking charge of the elec-
tion process smoothly and further
thanked clubs’ representatives for
their support.

Flexibles by David Chikoko

WORLP CLUP

SR

TeacH You ?

WHAT DID THE

SWIM WITH
THE WINNERS




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6&7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20

