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SBL unveils ‘Kilimo-viwanda’ scholarship for agricultural studies  By The Banker Reporter

DEFYING intense competition in a crowded baking market, Standard Chartered Bank Tanzania Limited made an impressive pre-tax profit of 47.14bn/- last year being an increase of 29 percent compared to 36.44bn/- registered in 2018.
The Dar es Salaam based lender also recorded an in-crease in loans, advances and overdrafts by 11 percent from 640.12m/- to 712.52m/- quarter on quarter.The bank’s CEO, Sanjay Rughani said, “We are happy with the results that we recorded in 2019. This set of re-sults is a reflection of the strength of our business strat-egy, driven by our dedicated employees as well as an execution of our commitment to further supporting the growth of our country.”

Rughani said the growth in loans, advances and over-drafts was mainly a result of conscious efforts of increased collaboration with loyal clients in all segments. “We also expanded on our platforms to provide more convenient banking to our clients. We, therefore, pride ourselves to remain a trustworthy partner, supporting our stakehold-ers to better realize their potential,” he added.Commenting on performance of the bank’s revolution-ary full digital bank on mobile that it launched in the market in February last year, the CEO highlighted that 2019 was the year in which business grew exponentially in terms of adding new clients, proving that Tanzanians have become more digital savvy and are using mobile phones not only for basic transfers and receipt of money.“This is our 103rd year in Tanzania, having first opened our doors in 1917. In February last year we launched of our Full Digital Bank on Mobile and so far we have man-aged to more than double our clients’ base. This is a key indication that digitization is the fastest and most reliable way of further deepening financial inclusion in Tanza-nia,” Rughani noted. 

StanChart Tanzania posts 
impressive 29pc pre-tax 
profit increase in 2019

By The Banker Reporter, Bagamoyo

THIRTY students 
pursuing agriculture 
related studies in the 
country will get fully funded scholarships from leading beer brewer, Serengeti Breweries Limited starting this year.

Unveiling the program this week, SBL Managing Director, Mark Ocitti said the scholarships will enable students from farming communities pursue high education in agricultural related disciplines at three local colleges in the country which include Bagamoyo based Kaole Wazazi College of Agriculture.
Ocitti said the initiative is also aimed at beefing up the existing pool of experts in the agricultural sector to support farmers increase their productivity. “It is important that we support the government in building capacity of our farmers through training of experts in agricultural fields of study,” Ocitti noted.

He further pointed out that eligible students for the program are not only those from under privileged backgrounds but must also come from farming communities across the country. The three colleges will each admit 10 students every academic year. 

SBL is dependent on local farmers for its supply of cereals used in beer production which include barley, maize and sorghum.  Last year, according to the managing director, the company bought 17,000 metric tons of the grains from local farmers’ which was equivalent to 70 percent of its total raw 

materials requirement for the year. 
“SBL’s ambition is to increase its sourcing of local raw materials to 85 percent by 2020 that’s why we find it important to support the government in training specialists such as field extension officers, agronomists and others. We cur-rently source grains from a net-

work of 400 farmers in various re-gions across the country,” the SBL chief added.
Speaking at the event, Principal of Kaole Wazazi College of Agri-culture, Sinani Simba commend-ed SBL for the initiative appealing to other private sector stakehold-ers to also support development of the agricultural sector. 

“Training of agricultural experts is one of the priorities spelt out in the Agriculture Sector Develop-ment Program Phase II as a pre-requisite to increasing productiv-ity and income generation for the local farmers,” Simba said.
Incorporated in 1988 as Associ-ated Breweries, SBL is the second largest beer company in Tanzania, with its beer brands accounting for over 25 percent of the market by volume. SBL has three operat-ing plants in Dar es Salaam, Mwan-za and Moshi.

Since the creation of SBL in 2002, the business has grown its portfolio of brands year on year. The majority stake acquisition by EABL/Diageo in 2010 has seen increased investment in interna-tional quality standards leading to greater job opportunities for the people of Tanzania.
SBL Brands have been receiving multiple international awards and include Serengeti Premium Lager, Serengeti Lite, Pilsner Lager, Pilsner King, Tusker Lager, Tusker Lite, Kibo Gold, Guinness stout and Senator. The company is also home to world’s renowned spirits such as Johnnie Walker Whisky, Smirnoff Vodka, Gordon’s Gin, Captain Morgan Rum and Baileys Irish Cream. 

SBL Managing Director, Mark Ocitti.
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Coronavirus:  Care centres set 
up as all arrivals are screened 
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Champion in gender statistics

National Pg 3 
Govt to export leather products

The  latest report shows 
that the virus has caused 
more than 130 deaths, 
spreading across China 
and to at least 16 other 
countries

National Pg 2 
Govt to build ultra-modern hospital

Bank unveils loan 
scheme to uplift 
industrialisation 
By Guardian Reporter, Mwanza

A Dar es Salaam based bank yesterday 
unveiled a loan scheme targeting petty 
traders popularly known as ‘Machingas’ to 
empower them play a role in the country’s 
industrialization agenda.

Azania Bank Tanzania Managing Director 
Charles Itembe (pictured) said in Mwanza 
yesterday during the launch of the loan 
scheme, that the bank is targeting the group 
which comprise of women and youth who 
have been denied access to bank loans 
because of stringent conditions.

The group of petty traders, formally 
recognised by President John Magufuli by 
presenting them with identity cards, has 
attracted attention from commercial banks 
which have crafted special loan schemes 
targeting them.

“Through Jikwamue loans, borrowers 
will get credit without any collateral but will 
simply need to be guaranteed by the group 

to which one is affiliated,” Itembe said at a 
ceremony graced by the Deputy Minister 
for Lands, Housing and Human Settlements 
Development, Angelina Mabula.

He said Azania Bank has crafted a number 
of products and services targeting small 
businesses and entrepreneurs, in support of 
President Magufuli’s efforts to formalise and 
grow such businesses which employ millions 
of youth and women.

“Beneficiaries of these loans will need to 
form groups five to ten members in order 
to meet lending conditions,” he stated, 
stressing that the Dar es Salaam based bank’s 
commitment to back petty businesses remains 
strong.

Seconding Itembe’s arguments, ABL Board 
Chairman Julius Ndyamukama underlined 
the bank’s resolve to ensure that it targets 
businesses owned by marginalised groups 
that have been denied access to credit for 
many years.

“I can assure you that we as board members 
continue to work closely with management to 
sustain growth by backing small businesses 
and petty traders,” Eng Ndyamukama 
noted while underlining that clients and 
shareholders of Azania Bank should be 
assured that it is becoming a major player in 

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa (C) talks with Home Affairs deputy minister Hamad Yusuf Masauni (L) and Manonga MP, Seif Khamis 
Gulamali (CCM) at Parliament grounds in Dodoma yesterday, Photo: PMO

The government will 
continue supporting 
initiatives by commercial 
banks like Azania 
and other financial 
institutions

By Guardian Reporter

MEMBERS of the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC) of the National Assembly 
have directed the government to investigate 
National Social Security Fund (NSSF) 
investment into Vodacom, raising fears 
of violations of the social security fund’s 
investment guidelines.

PAC chairperson Naghenjwa Kaboyoka 
(pictured) said the committee went through TURN TO PAGE 2
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By Guardian Reporter, Dodoma

THE government has deployed spraying 
planes for a stock of 7,000 litres of pesticides 
to be mixed with specified quantities of water 
to regions bordering Kenya, as it grapples with 
swarms of desert locusts devouring crops and 
vegetation in wide areas.

Speaking to reporters here yesterday, 
Agriculture Minister Japhet Hasinga said the 
step has been taken in preparedness should 
the massive waves of pests cross over to 
Tanzania.

“One litre of the pesticide is enough to spray 
one hector of land invested by locusts,” the 

minister said, noting that the government will 
use aerial pesticide spraying if the locusts hit 
the country.

Hasunga said the measures were a question 
of prudence as a precautionary move because 
of the speed at which the pests travel, as a 
swarm can fly non-stop for 150 kilometres.

The UN Food and Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO) said at the weekend that Ethiopia, 
Kenya and Somalia need $70m between them 
to tackle the insect invasion. 

The UK charity, Oxfam appealed to the 
international community to fund this 
response immediately, in order to avoid more 
people falling hungry and using up whatever 
assets they have to buy food.

Swarms of locusts destroying crops across 
Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia were likely to 
grow exponentially on account of resistance 
to pesticides, Oxfam intoned.

The agency fears that the swarms could 
grow 500 times bigger in four months invade 

Govt deploys planes
for spraying locusts

The Guardian Digital +255 745 700 710

PAC seeks probe of NSSF 
40bn/- purchase of shares 

The UN Food and 
Agricultural Organisation 
(FAO) estimates that 
Ethiopia, Kenya and 
Somalia need $70m to 
tackle the plague 

the report of the Controller and Auditor 
General (CAG)  for the fiscal year ending June 
2018 where it discovered that NSSF made 
decisions to purchase Vodacom shares worth 
40bn/-.

Tabling the committee’s report for the year 
2019, Kaboyoka told the House that NSSF 
was required to consult the Bank of Tanzania 
(BoT) before purchasing Vodacom shares, but 
they resolved to buy the shares in April 10, 
2017 without obtaining consent from BoT.

 “NSSF wrote to BoT in April 5th, 2017 
requesting permission to purchase 40bn/- 
worth shares from Vodacom, whose returns 
are small compared to advantages of investing 
in Treasury bills,” she stated.

The Same East MP (Chadema) said that 

By Guardian Reporter

THE government has designated three 
care centres in Dar es Salaam, Mwanza and 
Kilimanjaro regions in preparedness in case the 
deadly coronavirus enters the country.

The Minister for Health, Community 
Development, Elderly and Children, Ummy 
Mwalimu told the National Assembly in Dodoma 
yesterday that the centres are located within 
Kigamboni Hospital in Dar es Salaam, KMT 
Buswelu Dispensary in Mwanza and Mawenzi 
Regional Referral Hospital in Kilimanjaro.

The screening of passengers which initially 
focused on arrivals from China and others Asian 
countries has now been extended to all airline 
and shipping passengers entering the country.

This comes as latest report shows that the virus 
has caused more than 130 deaths, spreading 
across China and to at least 16 other countries. At 
least 4,700 people have been affected by the start 
of this week.

There were no suspected cases as yet in 
the country, the minister said, noting that 
preparedness was key considering the fast pace 
of the spread of the disease which is transmitted 
from one person to another.

“We have begun screening all passengers 
arriving from the Asian continent at the Julius 
Nyerere International Airport, the Kilimanjaro 
International Airport, Mwanza Airport as well as 
the Port of Dar es Salaam,” she said.  

The 

government has taken the measures despite that 
there is no reported case in the country but it 
recognizes that the threat is real, she stated.

Minister Mwalimu said the ministry has put in 
place 140 thermo scanners including 125 hand-
held ones and 15 instruments for mass screening 
mounted at the various entry points.

“For the past two weeks we screened 1,520 
arriving passengers from China and other 
Asian countries. We have started screening all 
passengers arriving at major entry points,” she 
said

 A Kenya Airways passenger who arrived in 
Nairobi on Tuesday afternoon on a flight from 
Guangzhou displaying flu-like symptoms was 
the first suspected case of the Wuhan originating 
coronavirus in East Africa. The patient was 
quarantined at the Kenyatta National Hospital in 
Nairobi.

Kenya’s potential coronavirus case, along 
with that of a 34-year old student who arrived 
on a flight from Beijing to the Ivory Coast last 
Sunday, highlight the pressing need for African 
governments to take  measures against the 
spread of the deadly virus. With an average of 
eight direct flights between China and African 
nations per day, the African continent is equally 
vulnerable.

Ethiopia, a country with increasingly close ties 
to China, is also screening flights from countries 
with proven cases of coronavirus contraction.  

Reports said that up to four people suspected 
of having the virus were put in isolation in Addis 

Mwalimu explained 
that her ministry has 
put in place 140 thermo 
scanners including 125 
hand-held ones and 15 
for mass screening 
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Section 18 of the Social Security 
Investment Guidelines requires the 
funds to invest in areas where annual 
returns are higher than those provided 
through investment in government 
Treasury bills.

“As per the country laws, the funds 
must consult and seek approval from 
central bank before resolving to make 
major investments. Since NSSF violated 
the guidelines, the government should 
investigate the matter and take 
appropriate measures,” the committee 
findings intoned.

NSSF would have received an annual 
dividend of 15 percent by investing in 
treasury bills compared to only two 
percent it is getting from Vodacom, 
the report noted. NSSF would have 
received returns of up to 17 percent if 
the monies were invested in Treasury 
bonds for five years, the chairperson 
elaborated.

She said the government informed 
the committee that all poorly 
implemented projects under NSSF are 
being investigated by the Prevention 
and Combating of Corruption Bureau 
(PCCB) and that appropriate measures 
will be taken against those involved as 
soon as investigation is completed.

Kaboyoka noted that the government 
has so far taken a number of initiatives 
to ensure the safety of people’s 

money in social security funds as well 
as implementing a number of loss 
reduction strategies.

 The CAG report for the financial year 
ending June 30th 2018 signaled that 
the value of Non-Performing Loans 
(NPLs) at TIB Development Bank had 
reached 89bn/-, with loan beneficiaries 
issued with notice as per the relevant 
parliamentary directives, she stated.

“Borrowers have been rushing to 
process special court orders to stop the 
bank from grasping their properties 
or sell them,” the legislator asserted, 
elaborating that these law defences 
have been hampering efforts to recover 
the loans.

Tanzania Building Agency (TBA) 
loans it was getting from CRDB 
Bank had negative conditions for 
the government, in which case the 
committee recommended freezing 
them in a 3.6bn/- loan.

Kaboyoka told the House that the 
commitment fee of about two percent, 
which was part of the loan condition, 
has been stopped.

In the report, the committee said 
that despite the fact that TRA has 
been performing a wonderful job 
in collecting taxes, the authority 
is facing a number of challenges 
including weakness in the process 
of reconciliation of tax receivables, 
withholding tax and stamp duty.

FROM PAGE 1

Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office (Investments) Angellah Kairuki (R) and her delegation listen to Utunge farm manager Abdallah Mtutuma explaining 
the modern way of fish farming  during their visit  in Rufiji district, Coast region on Monday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent 

Uganda and South Sudan, while not 
mentioning Tanzania though it also 
borders Kenya.

 Oxfam said the East Africa 
Community (EAC) region faces 
starvation unless the pests are 
immediately brought under control.

The new threat is hitting the region 
at a time when it is already facing high 
levels of food insecurity as countries 
were in the throes of extensive 
droughts and devastating flash floods 
in numerous areas.

“Currently, 25.5 million people in 
Burundi, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, 
South Sudan, Sudan and Uganda are 
already suffering from hunger and 
severe malnutrition. These infestations 
of hundreds of millions of locusts need 
to be quickly contained before the 
next main cropping season of March to 
July,” said Lydia Zigomo, the Regional 
Director of Oxfam in Horn, East and 
Central Africa (HECA).

A large desert locust plague can 
contain up to 150 million individuals 
per square kilometre, with half a 
million locusts weighing approximately 
one tonne. One tonne of locusts eats 
as much food in one day as about 10 
elephants, 25 camels or 2,500 people. 
The insects can destroy at least 200 
tonnes of vegetation per day.

“Ethiopia has been in continuous 
drought since 2015 and then recently 
hit by floods that have all but destroyed 
the harvest. This locust infestation 
has now destroyed hundreds of 
square kilometres of vegetation in 
the Amhara and Tigray regions since 
November 2019. The cyclone in early 

December 2019 made the presence of 
locusts stronger. Local authorities are 
addressing situation, but they need 
more help,” she declared.

The locust swarms have increased 
significantly over the past month in 
across 13 Kenyan counties including 
Isiolo, Samburu, Wajir, Garissa, Tana 
River, Marsabit, Laikipia, Mandera, 
Kitui, Baringo, Meru, Embu and 
Turkana. These same counties have 
experienced devastating droughts and 
floods in recent years and over three 
million people there have been facing 
extreme levels of food insecurity. The 
swarms are destroying pasture for 
livestock and will likely devastate the 
upcoming planting season.

In Somalia, tens of thousands of 
hectares of land have been affected in 
Somaliland, Puntland and Galmudug 
(Mudug), as mature swarms hit the 
Garbahare area near the Kenyan 
border. Locusts are also reported to 
be traveling south to Somalia’s Gedo 
region leaving a trail of destroyed 
farms. Operations are underway in 
the northeast (Puntland) to control 
the swarms that continue to move 
towards the central and southern 
areas. Insecurity in some of these parts 
is hampering efforts to survey and 
control insect infestations.

Oxfam is part of a network of local 
partner organisations monitoring 
how much further damage the locusts 
will cause to local food crops. “We are 
making plans that include providing 
cash assistance to people most-in-
need, particularly small-holder farmers 
and pastoralists, so they are able to buy 
food and fodder for their livestock,” the 
director added.

FROM PAGE 1

Ababa. Three of them were students 
from universities in the Wuhan area. 

Two fever testing areas were put up 
at Bole International Airport and two 
hospitals in Addis Ababa remain on 
standby for potential cases.

FROM PAGE 1

Coronavirus:  Care centres set 
up as all arrivals are screened  

PAC seeks probe of NSSF 
40bn/- purchase of shares 

the market.
“In supporting President Magufuli’s 

vision to turn Tanzania into a middle 
income and semi industrialised 
economy, the bank has devised 
products and services targeting to 

graduate small businesses and vendors 
into companies,” he affirmed, intoning 
that the bank will also build capacities 
of such businesses through training.

Speaking at the launch, Deputy 
Minister Mabula commended the 
bank’s management and board for 

coming up with a loan scheme that 
is friendly to petty traders and small 
businesses. “We as government are 
impressed by your practical support 
to Tanzanians which has made our 
work of economically empowering 
the public easier,” Mabula, who is also 

Ilemela MP, said.
The government will continue 

supporting initiatives by commercial 
banks like Azania and other financial 
institutions in improving the living 
standards of ordinary people, she 
added.

FROM PAGE 1

Bank unveils loan scheme to uplift industrialisation 

Govt deploys planes for spraying locusts

Department director of disaster management in the Prime Minister’s Office, Cornel Jimmy Matamwe (L) explains about disaster preparedness response efforts for 
employees of the oil pipeline project from Uganda to Tanzania during  his visit at Chongoleani peninsular in Tanga region yesterday. With him is Tanga region acting 
Administrative Secretary Noel Kazimoto Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Correspondent Michael Sikapundwa, Morogoro

THE government has set aside 1.5bn/- 
for the construction of Morogoro 
District Hospital to serve the increasing 
population in the country’s agricultural 
heartland, and centre of farming in the 
southern highlands.

Minister of State in the President’s 
Office (Regional Administration and 
Local Government), Selemani Jafo 
said this here over the weekend when 
inspecting development projects 
funded by central government and 
World Bank.

He said that the construction of 
hospital will transform and enhance 
efficiency of health service provision 
while serving more people from inside 
and outside the district.

Jafo said that the government’s major 
aim is to improve the overall health in 
the district and all over the country 

thus reduce disease burden, eradicate 
maternal death and complications.

According to him, the World 
Urbanization Prospects since 2015 
show that Morogoro population 
has been increasing by 3.72 percent 
annually. “The population an increase 
rate alerts the government to continue 
investing in improvement of various 
services including health services,” he 
said.

For his part, Morogoro district 
medical officer (DMO) Dr Zulu Ikaji said 
that while most of the districts in the 
country received funds to construct 
district hospitals, Morogoro didn’t 
receive the funds. “

Financial constrains hinders 
development of even new district 

hospital construction located along 
Dodoma road ,the project stopped due 
to shortage of fund , the situation forced 
my office seek for support from the 
owner of Stiegler’s gorge project as part 
of back to community contribution,” 
he said.

According to him, due to lack of 
district hospital forces the regional 
hospital to perform duties as 
dispensary attending even minor cases 
that could be solved at district level.

“My office also faces a number of 
challenges including lack of medical 
infrastructures like ambulance and 
other equipment to simplify daily 
activities. We are appealing for the 
government and stakeholders support 
in this area,” he added.

By Guardian Correspondent, Morogoro

THE government says it is well 
prepared to deal with the issue of water 
sources destruction to alleviate water 
shortage in Wami-Ruvu Basin. 

The director for water resources 
from the Ministry of Water Dr Gideon 
Lugomela gave the pledge in Morogoro 
at a meeting with stakeholders 
discussing the final draft joint plan over 
the management and development of 
water resources in Wami-Ruvu Basin. 

He explained in the plan, 
stakeholders look the volume of water 
in the Basin and its use currently and in 
the future.

He said water resources have been 
consumed by many people in the 
farming, industrial and economic 

sectors hence it is necessary to have 
plans for the right water use as the 
quantity is limited.

“The government had various 
plans to save water including the 
construction of two big dams that 
includes Kidunda dam on River Ruvu 
to restrict water flowing to the sea 
thereb increasing water supply for 
the city of Dar es Salaam, and on river 
Wami a dam will be built at Mandela 
areas,” he said.

He said other smaller dams will also 
be build and refurbished including 
five that were specially constructed to 
prevent floods on Kinyasungwe River 
that begins its journey in Dodoma 
region but now is filled with sediment.

The meeting’s participants including 
Tanga regional administrative officer 

Zenna Sadick explained that the region 
is well prepared in the protection 
of water sources including giving 
education on the destruction of the 
environment. 

The Ag. Morogoro regional 
adminstrative secretary Herman 
Tesha explained that the plan aims 
to incorporate all other plans to 
have one plan that will protect water 
resources. 

Simoni Ngonyani, Wami-Ruvu water 
official explained on various steps 
they take to deal with environmental 
destruction including to control 
and report to Council authorities in 
the three districts people who build 
settlements and engage in farming 
activities inside the rivers’ reserve 
areas.

Govt to build ultra-modern district 
hospital in Morogoro worth 1.5bn/-

‘Govt well prepared for water sources protection’
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Form One students of Dan Mapigano Memorial secondary school at Bugoji ward in Musoma rural, Mara region follow  teacher’s lessons. Photo: Guardian 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

NATURAL Resources and Tourism 
deputy minister, Constantine Kanyasu 
said the government is conducting  an 
evaluation of   the entrance gate leading 
to the newly established Nyerere 
National Park should be constructed.

Kanyasu told the National Assembly 
in Dodoma yesterday that the move 
is aimed at improving the tourism 
sector. He added the government is 
determined to improve and promote 
photo tourism apart from hunting 
tourism currently going on at various 
forest reserves across the country.

He said the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Tourism is 
implementing various initiatives 
to increase the number of tourism 
products by using available resources.   

The new tourism products according 

to him include photo, hunting, cultural 
and beach tourism.

He told the House that on July 26, 
2019, President John Magufuli while 
in a tour at the Selous Game Reserve 
to launch the Nyerere hydropower 
project in Rufiji, he directed authorities 
to establish the Nyerere National Park 
which was carved out of Selous Game 
Reserve.

President Magufuli then signed into 
law the proposal that was approved by 
Members of Parliament in September 
2019 to establish the park and name 
it after the father of the nation, Julius 

Nyerere.
The 30,893 square kilometres 

Nyerere becomes the largest national 
park in Africa and with the largest 
wilderness area in the continent that 
has relatively undisturbed ecological 
and biological processes, including 
diverse range of wildlife.

Kanyasu noted that country laws 
only allow photo tourism activities 
at national parks, insisting hunting 
tourism is only conducted at forest 
reserves. “The establishment of 
Nyerere National Park will benefit 
Tanzanians especially residents of 

Tunduru and Liwale districts. There 
will be a lot of business opportunities 
to go along with photo tourism at the 
area”, said the deputy minister.

He was responding to a question by 
Liwale Member of Parlaiment, Zuberi 
Kuchauka (CCM) who wanted to know  
whether the government had any plans 
to construct the entrance gate at the 
Nyerere National Park since it gears at 
promoting photo tourism.

The legislator proposed for the 
entrance gate to be constructed on 
southern side of the park bordering 
Liwale and Tunduru districts.

By Getrude Mbago

RESEARCHERS and scientists from 
the University of Health and Allied 
Sciences (MUHAS) and other health 
organisations have underlined the 
need for the country to invest more 
efforts in the elimination of HIV 
transmission from mother to child 
(EMTCT) toward the ultimate national 
goal of eradicating the challenge by 
2021.

They were speaking in Dar 
es Salaam yesterday during the 
6th university wide research 
dissemination meeting.

Researcher and lecturer Dr 
Augustine Massawe said that despite 
achievements seen in the mother 
to child HIV prevention initiatives 
(PMTCT), more still has to be done 
for the country to have bright future 
workforce which is free from HIV/AIDS.

He noted that strong health systems 
were critical for achieving the national 
global goal of ending the AIDS 
epidemic, including ending HIV/AIDS 
in children.

According to him, various 
researches conducted by the 
university experts and others 
from Sweden emphasized that 
PMTCT services should be offered 
before conception, and throughout 
pregnancy, labour and breastfeeding.

“PMTCT services should include 
early infant diagnosis at four to six 
weeks after birth, testing at 18 months 
and/or when breastfeeding ends.”

For his part, Prof Charles Kilewo, 
associate professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology at MUHAS stressed that 
more efforts should   be put in testing 
breastfeeding mothers. In some 
circumstances more infant infections 
are now occurring during the postnatal 
period due to breastfeeding rather 
than pregnancy or labour.

He said that every child need to be 
born free of HIV and these need  joint 
efforts from the government, private 
sector and development partners.

Dr Mukoma Nyamhagatta, 
monitoring and evaluation officer from 
the ministry of health said that the 
government has been implementing 

a number of strategies to ensure that 
the country eliminated mother to child 
HIV transmission by 2021.

“In collaborative with our 
implementing partners and donors, 
the government is planning to start re-
testing breastfeeding mothers, we will 
start with ten regions and later extend 
countrywide, “he said.

He said that PMTCT programmes 
provide a range of services to women 
and infants. These include preventing 
HIV infections among women of 
reproductive age (15–49 years), 
preventing unwanted pregnancies 
among women living with HIV, and 
providing them with lifelong ART to 
maintain their health and prevent 
transmission during pregnancy, labour 
and breastfeeding.

The initiatives also support safe 
childbirth practices and appropriate 
infant feeding, as well as providing 
infants exposed to HIV with 
virological testing after birth and 
during the breastfeeding period, 
ART for prevention and effective 
treatment.”

Dr Matilda Ngarina, head of 
reproductive Endocrinology and 
assisted fertility unit at the Muhimbili 
National Hospital said that some of 
the mothers quit taking ARV during 
breastfeeding thus affecting child’s 
health. 

“We have been counselling them on 
the importance of ARV taking for their 
health as well as for the sake of their 
children future…the response is now 
improving,” she said.

Chief executive officer of Africa 
academy for public health Dr Mary 
Mwanyika said that the country is 
on the right track on PMTCT but we 
still have a big role to do for total 
elimination next year.

“It is the responsibility of every one 
of us, individually and collectively, 
to prevent new HIV infections. We 
therefore appeal to the country 
as whole to ensure that the next 
generation is free from HIV, through 
prevention measures, regular 
testing and treatment in the case of 
infection to eliminate mother to child 
transmission,” she added.

Researchers and scientists  underline need 
for more efforts in the elimination of HIV

Nyerere park: Govt conducting
evaluation of the entrance gate
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By Guardian Reporter

STATISTICIAN director general Dr. Albina Chuwa has 
urged members of gender statistics technical working group 
(GSTWG) to ensure they deliver the supposed outputs that 
will help Tanzania to successfully implement   ‘making every 
women and girl count project.’

Opening the committee’s three-day meeting taking place 
at NBS offices in Dodoma, Dr Chuwa told the committee that 
the task ahead was very crucial as Tanzania was determined 
to become champion in gender statistics in the continent.

“We always aim higher.  We want to make Tanzania number 
one in this area of gender statistics by showing the world that 
we can deliver and not just delivering but coming up with 
minimum set of gender indicators and modules to ensure we 
are successful in implementing this project,” she explained. 

Statistician director general reminded the committee 
members that the number of inputs they were going to 
produce would have to tell the facts and the evidence on 
gender inequality and gender gaps in terms of implementing 
various gender equality programmes to enable policy and 
decision makers arrive at the right  terms .

“As technicians, we are supposed to produce enough data 
that will inform decision making and policy formulation that 
will echo what the project is intending to do in Tanzania,” 
she insisted.        

She further said that the data will also be used to evaluate 
the implementation of national development plans like 
Zanzibar Vision 2020 and mainland Tanzania Development 
Vision 2025 as well as the global agenda.

At international arena in terms of ongoing gender 
programmes like the Beijing platform of 1995 and Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), she said all of them called for    
data which would tell us as a country where are we now. 

Therefore she emphasised that “the committee has a long 
way to go to ensure we come up with this minimum gender 
indicator and gender module”

She however informed the committee that a full-fledged 
gender module will be integrated in the coming national 
statistics masterplan (TSMP) which was now in the pipeline.   

 Statistician director general added that the UN-Women 
supported project has a key role to play in data production 
referring to using technology and tapping opportunities 
from different sources of data.

“We are currently embarking on production of big data 
working closely with data scientists,” she said. 

Dr. Chuwa asserted that training of young statisticians as 
data scientists was very crucial to help national statistics 
offices (NSOs)   make them use technologies to retrieve 
data rather than just sitting on administrative desks, private 
sector and available everywhere that will inform decision 
making especially on area of gender.

She added that the NBS has formed the technical 
working group which brings together different ‘brains’ from 
ministries, departments and agencies  consider at some 
stage to expand further by putting on board non-state actors.

“We must think of bringing on board other actors to tape 
in their opportunities as they will bring new ideas on how to 
go about it,” she noted.

On data usage, Dr. Chuwa maintained that statisticians 
have a role to make sure that they find a way of simplifying 
data usage that it could help policy and decision makers to 
making informed and right decisions on resource allocation 
and other requirements needed by the people.

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Media Women’s 
Association (TAMWA) has expressed 
dismay over recent High Court decision 
to give bail to an accused allegedly 
facing   a rape case,Seif Suleiman 
Kassim (58), Chief Executive Officer of 
the Zanzibar State Trade Corporation 
(ZSTC) at Mkoani district, Pemba.

A statement from Tamwa Zanzibar 
that was signed by the director, Dr Mzuri 
Issa, said Kassim was accused of raping 
a 13-year-old girl, a resident of Mkoani 
Pemba and according to Zanzibar laws, 
particularly the Criminal Procedure 
Act No 7 of 2018, Article No 151; rape is 
among non-bailable offences.

It is claimed that among the reasons 
that made   the court to grant him bail 
was his position at ZSTC as the director 
general.

However, the court judge was quoted 
saying that if the suspect remains in 
custody during this time of the season, 
it will hamper clove harvesting.

“Tamwa finds it unsufficient for the 
court to grant bail a suspect of a rape  

case for such a reason and might set a 
bad precedence for the justice system”, 
read the statement.

According to the organisation, 
ZSTC is a sizeable corporation with a 
sound line of management capable of 
delivering once one or two of its staff 
falls  sick or absent .  

It said the decision did not look at 
the other side of the coin, the survivor 
and the community on what would 
feel should they find out that people 
were being bailed out because of their 
positions they hold although their 
alleged offences are not  bail able as per 
the country laws.

“We call on the law enforcement 
agencies to be fair in making decisions 
of this nature and to ensure justice 
regardless of the position one holds, 
especially if there is no legal immunity”, 
said Tamwa in a statement.

It also urged the government to keep 
a close eye on the issue with the broad 
interest of implementing the National 
Plan of Action to End Violence Against 
Women and Children (2017-2022) and 
gender equality endeavours.

Tamwa-Zanzibar now
faults court’s decision

“We want to make 
Tanzania champion
in gender statistics”

We must think of bringing 
on board other actors to 
tape in their opportunities 
as they will bring new ideas 
on how to go about it

Pizza Hut Africa general manager Ewan Davenport  ( C )  cuts a ribbon to inaugurate the new restaurant at Mikocheni in Da es Salaam yesterday. With him are 
Dought Works Ltd director Vikram Pesai (L) and Pizza Hut Mikocheni restaurant general manager Emmanuel Sizzya. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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NMB bank central zone manager, Nsolo Mlozi (R) exchanges greetings with Foreign Affairs and East Africa, Regional and International 
Cooperation deputy minister Dr Damas Ndumbaro during the official launch of the association of local government authorities of Tanzania 
(ALAT) offices in Dodoma yesterday. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIA Agricultural Development Bank (TADB) is 
working on the possibility of linking country’s farmers with 
the Norwegian markets.

TADB Managing Director, Japhet Justine revealed this 
yesterday in Dar es Salaam when he met with chief executive 
officer (CEO) of the Norwegian Investment Fund for 
Developing countries (Norfund), Tellef Thorleifsson. 

Thorleifsson and his delegation were in the country for 
four-day working visit. While in the country, the Norfund 
delegation visited the Kilimanjaro-based avocado farm 
(Africado), which is part of Norfund investment. The 
farm was established in 2007 and sells its avocados in the 
European market.

Tanzania is the fourth largest investment country in Africa 
for Norfund, whereby the 26 investments are mainly in the 
energy, financial sector, food and agriculture and amounts to 
about USD 160 million.

Being a state-owned development finance institution 
(DFI), TADB established to serve as a catalyst for strategic 
projects in the agriculture and with a mandate to mobilise 
capital for innovative financial products. 

TADB discussions with Norfund came as an effort to open 
opportunities for agricultural projects and link farmers with 
direct market and particular with that of Europe.

During the meeting with Norfund, TADB managing 
director presented the massive opportunities to invest in the 
agriculture sector in Tanzania, citing that the country has a 
total of 44 million hectares of arable land of which only 23 
percent is currently in use. 

“Limited capital being one of the main reason for under 
utilisations,” he said. According to him, despite positive 
growth in financial service in recent years, the 2018 National 
Financial Inclusion Framework (NFIF) identifies the level 
of financial exclusion to remain at 27percent, (lower on the 
production), with the majority of the excluded being rural 
dwelling people who are mostly smallholder farmers.

Justine further said: “There is a need for technical support 
for retail and wholesale partner financial institutions to 
develop appropriate value chain financing strategic plans, 
define customer centric products that help and matches the 
famers demand and link smallholders farmers with market.”

He also suggested the need for capacity building 
implementation agencies and agribusinesses including 
aggregators and processors in various areas of effective 
business support, so as to improve their production 
efficiency, business and financial literacy skills as well as 
visibility and accessibility to finance.

For his part, Thorleifsson said that they do provide 
financial instruments, which gives priority to equity 
investments because equity is the scarcest type of capital in 
most developing countries. 

He said: “Norfund also offers loan to selected companies. 
And that Norfund is looking for experienced partners 
who have defined projects and expertise within Norfund’s 
priority regions and business areas. 

“Norfund has a long-term investment perspective and 
supports its investees in their efforts to become sustainable 
business.  And that currently, Norfund support in Tanzania 
avocado farming project named Africado based in 
Kilimanjaro, the farm was established in 2017 and sells its 
produce in European market.” 

Norfund is the Norwegian institutions offering risk capital 
and expertise to help building sustainable businesses in 
developing countries and thereby contribute to economic 
and social development. 

Agricultural bank to link 
Tanzanian farmers with 
Norwegian markets

By Guardian Reporter

POLICE in the country has called upon 
private security guards firms to ensure they 
have registered themselves as well as their 
guards through Management, Monitoring and 
Supervision of Security Guards and Companies 
(PSG-P), as from December 31 2020 all firms 
that will not implement the directive will not be 
allowed to operate. 

Senior Assistant Commissioner of Police (SACP) 
Narcis Missama said this recently when speaking 
at a live televised programme. 

He said that the system incorporates database 
that will have all essential details of the security 
guards firms that are legally registered including 
workers, and other details for other stakeholders 
in the sector.

He said the first step in the registration of 
the firms’ workers is continuing, in the aim of 
improving the security sector, including the need 
for each security personnel to possess required 
qualifications and given training coordinated by 
the police.

Missama also called upon the security 
guards to push their employers to ensure 
they register them in the PSG-P system as any 
one of them who will not be so registered will 

not be legible for employment in the private 
sector.

He also advised them that by December this 
year they must find work in firms that have been 
registered.

The police said after registration every 
worker will be issued with an identity card 
(ID) with ‘QR Code’, hence by using a mobile 
phone (smart phone) or computer he can scan 
and see all the essential details of a security 
guard. 

Speaking about the benefits of the 
system that is jointly implemented by 
Tanzania Security Industry Association 
(TSIA) and Scouted Leader & advisor and 
Security Ambassador (TAMASCA) under 
the supervision of the Police Force, SACP 
Missama said apart from the security benefits 
for those using the system, it will also develop 
the country’s economy as they will be certain 
to get security services of higher standard.

He said the private security guards sector has 
been fast growing since 1980s after permitted 
to operate by the government, and started with 
three firms.

He said as of now there are nearly 2,000 private 
security guards firms, hence, he added, there is 
need to monitor the sector.

Security guards firms for special
monitoring in new PSG-P system

Norfund also offers loan to 
selected companies. And 
that Norfund is looking for 
experienced partners who have 
defined projects and expertise 
within Norfund’s priority regions 
and business areas
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Serengeti Breweries Ltd (SBL) managing director Mark Ocitti (L) exchanging documents with Kaole Wazazi College of Agriculture Principal 
Sinani Simba shortly after signing a contract agreement in Bagamoyo district, Coast  region yesterday, which will allow SBL to provide 
scholarships to the college’s agricultural students every year. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

IMPLEMENTATION of the seven years 
Education Quality Improvement Programme 
(EQUIPT) has resulted into increased primary 
school leaving examination pass rates from an 
average of 57 percent in 2014 to 77 percent in 2018.

However through the programme, the 
difference between girls and boys performance 
fell by 11 percentage points and by 2018 were at 
just a 1 percent difference.   

Speaking at the dissemination event of EQUIP 
in the country’s capital—Dodoma Deputy Head of 
UK government’s Department for International 
Development (DFID) in Tanzania, Jane Miller said: 
“As the EQUIPT programme is coming to an end, 
there is much to celebrate in the education sector 
today compared to when EQUIPT started in 2013”.

Miller said that more girls and boys are now 
in school than ever before and their chances 
of staying in school, passing their exams and 
enrolment in secondary schools continue to 
increase.

The dissemination event was presided over by 
Deputy Permanent Secretary - President’s Office, 
Regional Administration and Local Government 
– Education, Gerald Mweli and Director for 
Secondary Education Ministry of Education, 

Science and Technology, Paulina Mkonongo.  
Funded by the UK government, the EQUIPT 

programme worth £ 90.2 million was implemented 
by Cambridge Education in collaboration with the 
government.

It has supported construction of 398 classrooms, 
prepared 542,472 children from hard-to- reach 
areas to access primary schools through the 
school readiness programme, enabled children to 
learn more, provided training to 51,152 teachers, 
10,312 Head and Deputy Head of schools, and 
1,324 ward education officers.

The programme has supported over 3.2 million 
children across 5,196 schools in the nine regions.

Measured by an independent impact evaluation, 
the programme significantly increased the 
standard of both reading and mathematics 
amongst standard 3 children.  

The programme operated in nine regions 
of Tanzania, which were selected based on 
performance in primary school leaving exams: 
Kigoma, Katavi, Tabora, Simiyu, Shinyanga, 
Singida, Mara, Dodoma and Lindi.  

Since 2014, the UK Government has committed 
600bn/- (£ 200 million) to the education sector 
in Tanzania to improve quality of education and 
support transition to secondary school especially 
for girls.

Education quality improvement 
programme paid off, says govt

By Guardian Correspondent, Same 

SAME District in Kilimanjaro Region faces acute shortage 
of teachers, especially in remote areas where some schools 
have three teachers to cater for over 300 students who have 
been skipping more that 70 lessons each week.

Some teachers of the schools have said they are forced to 
teach huge number of students in a class resulting in poor 
performance in exams, there are so many teachers in urban 
centres, adding that the reasons they receive is the shortage 
of funds for transferring them. 

“Despite all the challenges we face we have been 
performing our duty as our complaints for more teachers 
have been falling on deaf ears, hence we will continue to do 
what we can with poor results,” one of the teachers said.

Ag. Same District Education Officer for Primary Schools 
Leticia Ndelwa said the issue of the shortage of teachers 
continues to be pursued, but poor results in exams is also 
contributed by truancy allegedly due to lack of lunch at 
schools.

She added that truancy is a very big problem, as many 
students absent themselves to look for fruits in other 
people’s fields.

The Chairman of Same District Council Michael Irira said 
they continue to mobilise parents to see the importance of 
contributing school lunch for students as this is within their 
ability.

However some education stakeholders have a different 
view on the challenges saying if these are not provided with 
a permanent solution, they will persist and the children will 
be devastated.

The district’s Community Development Officer Benedict 
Missana said even if there were hundreds of teachers, if the 
society does not offer cooperation in the upbringing of their 
children, the challenges will persist.  

Another stakeholder Fatma Shemahonga said if the social 
networks are not well used, they will bring adverse effects 
instead of benefits. 

Same District with 197 and 57 primary and secondary 
schools respectively dropped in last year’s examinations 
results for the Region from No 3 to no 5 position, and 
nationally from 37 to 81.

Remote villages in Same District 
faces acute shortage of teachers 

By Guardian Correspondent, Singida

SINGIDA Regional Commissioner Dr Rehema Nchimbi 
has called upon Tanzania roads Agency (TANROADS) to 
work together with Tanzania Rural and Urban Roads Agency 
(TARURA) in the special training conducted countrywide 
aimed in improving work performance and bring out big 
revolution in the tarmac road infrastructure construction 
sector.

She issued the call yesterday here when addressing experts 
from all over the country of TANROADS Procurement 
Department who are in special training on the official system 
in the supervision of the Road Maintenance Management 
System (RMMS).

She said she is surprised to see in the important training 
TARURA have not been incorporated while it concerns them 
immensely.

She said TANROADS experts have great experience and if 
they can exchange it by working together with TARURA, they 
will bring great revolution in the sector as RMMS uses little 
resources but bring about huge benefits.

Welcoming the Regional commissioner to speak the Ag 
Singida TANROADS Manager Eng Matari Masige said the 
training on RMMS system is an essential component in the 
road infrastructure construction industry and is taking place 
at the right time. 

He said through RMMS system there will be no road in the 
country that will not be covered.

The training’s facilitator Eng Ndaji Mayige explained that 
through the system every trouble spot will be repaired in 
time, but also admitted that the training is essential for both 
agencies and will see how best to incorporate TARURA.

He said the seven-day training and similar trainings 
were conducted for heads of Planning and Finance and 
Administration countrywide.

Singida RC urges Tanroads, Tarura
to collaborate in training sessions
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C
ANCER is a group of diseases 
involving abnormal cell 
growth with the potential 
to invade or spread to other 

parts of the body.  These contrast with 
benign tumors, which do not spread.  
Possible signs and symptoms include 
a lump, abnormal bleeding, prolonged 
cough, unexplained weight loss, and 
a change in bowel movements.  While 
these symptoms may indicate cancer, 
they can also have other causes.  Over 
100 types of cancers affect humans. 

Tobacco use is the cause of about 22 
per cent of cancer deaths.  Another 10 
per cent are due to obesity, poor diet, 
lack of physical activity or excessive 
drinking of alcohol.  Other factors 
include certain infections, exposure to 
ionizing radiation and environmental 
pollutants.  In the developing world, 15 
per cent of cancers are due to infections 
such as helicobacter pylori, hepatitis B, 
hepatitis C.

Approximately 5–10 per cent of 
cancers are due to inherited genetic 
defects from a person’s parents.  Cancer 
can be detected by certain signs and 
symptoms or screening tests. Many 
cancers can be prevented by not 
smoking, maintaining a healthy weight, 
not drinking too much alcohol, eating 
plenty of vegetables, fruits and whole 
grains, vaccination against certain 
infectious diseases, not eating too 
much processed and red meat and 
avoiding too much sunlight exposure.  
Early detection through screening 
is useful for cervical and colorectal 
cancer. The benefits of screening in 
breast cancer are controversial.  The 
chance of survival depends on the type 
of cancer and extent of disease at the 
start of treatment.  In children under 15 
at diagnosis, the five-year survival rate 
in the developed world is on average 80 
per cent. 

In 2015, about 90.5 million people 
had cancer.  About 14.1 million new 
cases occur a year (not including 

skin cancer other than melanoma).  
It caused about 8.8 million deaths 
(15.7 per cent of deaths).  The most 
common types of cancer in males are 
lung cancer, prostate cancer, colorectal 
cancer and stomach cancer.  In females, 
the most common types are breast 
cancer, colorectal cancer, lung cancer 
and cervical cancer.

 World Cancer Day is an international 
day marked on February 4 to raise 
awareness of cancer and to encourage 
its prevention, detection, and treatment. 
World Cancer Day is led by the union 
for International Cancer Control (uICC) 
to support the goals of the World 
Cancer Declaration, written in 2008. 
The primary goal of World Cancer 
Day is to significantly reduce illness 
and death caused by cancer  and is an 
opportunity to rally the international 
community to end the injustice of 
preventable suffering from cancer.  The 
day is observed by the united Nations.  

World Cancer Day targets 
misinformation,  raises awareness, and 
reduces stigma.  Multiple initiatives 
are run on World Cancer Day to 
show support for those affected by 
cancer. One of these movements are 
#NohairSelfie, a global movement to 
have ‘hairticipants’shave their heads 
either physically or virtually to show a 
symbol of courage for those undergoing 
cancer treatment.    

World Cancer Day was established on 
4 February 2000 at the World Cancer 
Summit Against Cancer for the New 
Millenium, which was held in Paris. 

The Charter of Paris Against Cancer, 
which was created to promote 
research, prevent cancer, improve 
patient services, also included an 
article establishing the anniversary 
of the document’s official signing as 
World Cancer Day, was signed at the 
Summit by the then General Director 
of uNESCO, Kōichirō Matsuura, and then 
French President jacques Chirac in 
Paris on 4 February 2000.  

World Cancer Day: World needs
to step up efforts on prevention

We need a broad range of skills
to contribute to modern economy

A 
skill is the ability to carry 
out a task with determined 
results often within a given 
amount of time, energy, or 

both. Skills can often be divided into 
domain-general and domain-specific 
skills. For example, in the domain of 
work, some general skills would include 
time management, teamwork and 
leadership, self-motivation and others, 
whereas domain-specific skills would 
be used only for a certain job. Skill 
usually requires certain environmental 
stimuli and situations to assess the level 
of skill being shown and used. 

People need a broad range of skills 
to contribute to a modern economy. 
Three broad categories of skills are 
suggested and these are technical, 
human, and conceptual.  The first two 
can be substituted with hard and soft 
skills, respectively.  

hard skills, also called technical 
skills, are any skills relating to a specific 
task or situation. It involves both 
understanding and proficiency in such 
specific activity that involves methods, 
processes, procedures, or techniques.  
These skills are easily quantifiable 
unlike soft skills, which are related to 
one’s personality.  These are also skills 
that can be or have been tested and may 
entail some professional, technical, or 
academic qualification.  

Skilled workers have long had 
historical import as electricians, 
masons, carpenters, blacksmiths, 
bakers, brewers, coopers, printers 
and other occupations that are 
economically productive. Skilled 
workers were often politically active 
through their craft guilds. The term 
people skills is used to include both 
psychological skills and social skills but 
is less inclusive than life skills. 

Social skill is any skill facilitating 
interaction and communication with 
others. Social rules and relations are 
created, communicated, and changed 
in verbal and nonverbal ways. The 
process of learning such skills is 

called socialization. Soft skills are a 
combination of interpersonal people 
skills, social skills, communication 
skills, character traits, attitudes, career 
attributes and emotional intelligence 
quotient (EQ) among others. 

Skills can be categorized based on 
the level of expertise and motivation. 

In the same vein, government has 
expressed willingness to collaborate 
with stakeholders in addressing a 
number of challenges facing youth by 
fostering entrepreneurship and self-
employment skills.

The government  should  create 
a conducive environment to enable 
stakeholders to participate and assist 
youth to venture into businesses.

  Promoting entrepreneurship among 
youth is promoting employment. This 
gives   the government confidence that 
our stakeholders are concerned and 
ready to collaborate   in addressing the 
prevailing labour  market challenges, 
particularly enhancing job creation.

unemployment among youth is a 
key social economic challenges not 
only facing Tanzania but also the 
world and more tense in sub-Saharan 
Africa where its effects are alarming.   
unemployment was 7.2 per cent in sub-
Saharan Africa but it increased to 72.1 
perbcent in 2017.

In Tanzania, unemployment rates 
declined from 13.4 per cent in 2006 to 
11.7 per cent in 2014 and 9.7 per cent 
in 2018. The numbers are still high 
and greatly affecting socio-economic 
development of the country especially 
in slowing economic growth and 
poverty reduction.

There is therefore need for the 
government in collaboration with 
stakeholders is promoting self-
employment and entrepreneurship 
to address unemployment among the 
youth. We ought to accelerate the pace 
at which more jobs are created.

We should also  aim to raise not only 
awareness but mentorship and share 
leadership experiences with the youth.

By Obaidiah Mailafia

L
ET me place my cards on 
the table: I have always been 
partial towards Britain. Apart 
from my country Nigeria, it is 

the only other place I can call “home”. 
Sadly, we would never forget that the 
British colonialists willfully left behind 
a lopsided federal contraption that 
was inevitably to lead to a civil war 
that consumed more than two million 
Nigerians. To forgive, they say, is divine.

The Britain-Africa Investment 
Summit came and went last week, the 
first of its kind on British shores. Some 
21 African countries attended the event. 
In his welcome address, Prime Minister 
Boris johnson described Britain as a 
“one-stop shop for investment and 
business.” he also spoke passionately 
about his ambitions to develop strong 
trade relations with Africa. In the 
pre-conference announcement, the 
organisers declared that their objective 
is to make London not only the 
destination of choice for “development 
financing” but also the largest source of 
FDI for Africa. They also aim to make 
Britain the largest investor in Africa 
among the G7 nations by 2022.

The event was hosted by the 
Department for International 
Development, DFID, and featured 
prominent British leaders in 
government, industry and finance. 
In addition to the prime minister, 
among the prominent British leaders 
who featured at the event were: 
Development Secretary Alok Sharma, 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab, Trade 
Secretary Elizabeth Mary Truss and 
Business Secretary Andrea Leadsom. 
British captains of industry that also 
featured in the event included Vodafone 
boss Nick Read, CEO of BP Bernard 
Looney, Standard Life Aberdeen boss 
Keith Skeoch, G4S Chairman Ashley 
Martin Almanza, CEO of Associated 
British Foods George Weston and 
Managing Director of the London Stock 
Exchange David Schwimmer.

Prime Minister Boris johnson had 
a one-on-one sessions with General 
Muhammadu Buhari, President Abdel 
Fattah el-Sisi of Egypt, Nana Akufo-
Addo of Ghana and Paul Kagame of 
Rwanda. he also met with various 
African business leaders. The event was 
finalized with a banquet at Buckingham 
Palace hosted by Prince William, Duke 
of Cambridge.

Among the immediate outcomes 
was the announcement by CEO of 
the financial agency CDC that they 
would commit funding to the tune of 
£2 billion (equivalent to $2.61 billion) 
to support companies investing in 
Africa, in addition to £400m ($523m) 
for SMEs aiming to develop trade and 

business investments in Africa). The 
CEO of the agency Nick O’Donohoe was 
quoted as saying that “Investors have a 
real opportunity to embrace the uN’s 
Sustainable Development Goals - in 
partnership with African countries and 
businesses - to fight climate change, 
create jobs and skills, and bring about 
positive social and environmental 
change”.

The DFID also announced that they 
are creating a partnership fund with 
the African Development Bank for 
investment in African infrastructures 
development. From all we gather, it 
was a successful event. Britain and 
our continent have had a long and 
chequered relationship. Britain was 
one of the imperial powers, the others 
being France, Portugal and Spain. 
British influence spans Southern 
Africa, to East Africa and West Africa, 
together with Sudan and Egypt.

Today, Britain has a population of 67.5 
million and a nominal GDP of uS$2.982 
trillion, the fifth largest economy in the 
world; coming behind uSA ($21.506 
trillion), China ($14.242 trillion), japan 
($6.231 trillion) and Germany ($4,210 
trillion) and closely tailed by India 
($2.935 trillion) and France ($2.934 
trillion).

Britain is a world leader in 
technology and innovation. Its first-
tier universities - Oxford, Cambridge, 
Imperial College, London School of 
Economics, university College London, 
Edinburgh and Warwick - are the gold 
standard throughout the world.

The computer is a British invention. 
It was invented by a Cambridge 
mathematician, Charles Babbage, 
while he was developing an 
algorithm to decode German military 
communications during the Second 
World War. The World Wide Web was 
also invented by another Briton, Sir 
Timothy Berners-Lee, an Oxford-

educated engineer and computer 
scientist.

Britain is a world leader in 
petrochemicals as well as in 
biotechnology. British scientists 
discovered DNA and Britain has been a 
pioneer in developing a DNA data base. 
It is also a world leader in telecoms, 
aerospace and shipping, railways 
and other transport infrastructures 
technology. 

Peter higgs, of Edinburgh university, 
working with five other physicists, 
first propounded the theory of the 
higgs boson, a particle that was later 
discovered in 2012 at CERN’s Large 
hadron Collider, a $10 billion dollar 
laboratory constructed by the Europe 
Centre for Nuclear Research. The new 
discovery explains how mass works at 
the sub-atomic level.

The Thatcherite neo-liberal 
economic policies of the eighties did 
serve to rejuvenate Britain as a nation; 
but it was largely at the expense of 
industrial development. Most of 
the capital and investments moved 
into high finance, with the City of 
London becoming the financial hub 
of Europe and the world. More than a 
trillion dollars pass through the City 
of London financial hub every single 
day. Today Britain is the centre of the 
global Eurodollar market as well as 
the highest net exporter of financial 
services in the world, ahead of the uSA, 
China, japan and Germany.

The biggest factor driving Britain’s 
new scramble for Africa is the 
imminence of Brexit. After years of 
heard-wringing and rather bitter 
political altercations, the December 
2019 elections and the emergence of 
Boris johnson as prime minister have 
settled the debate.

It is now a foregone conclusion 
that Britain will leave Europe. British 
leaders themselves are aware that 

Brexit will come with consequences. 
Already, several major firms are re-
locating to continental Europe. Capital 
worth more than $770 billion is forecast 
to be haemorrhaged out of the City 
of London. It has, therefore, become 
imperative for Britain to cultivate 
new business and trading partners. 
The obvious suspects are the united 
States and the older Commonwealth 
Dominions of Canada, Australia and 
New Zealand, in addition to the virgin 
territories of Africa.

I did my doctoral work on European 
politics and economics. Brexit has 
been one of the biggest surprises of 
my career as a global analyst. I spent 
five years in Brussels as chief of staff 
of the 79-member African, Caribbean 
and Pacific Group of States, APC, an 
intergovernmental body that has treaty 
agreements covering trade, finance and 
development cooperation with the Eu. 
I have worked closely with colleagues 
in the European Commission and the 
European Investment Bank. I have 
first-hand understanding of European 
institutions and their workings. We 
never really expected Brexit to become 
a reality, despite the uncouth ranting 
of Eurosceptics like Nigel Farage in 
the gilded chambers of the European 
parliament.

With the benefit of hindsight, 
however, we ought to have seen it 
coming. There is, in the heart of Europe, 
a bureaucratic beast that has no soul 
and no spirit. The beast speaks a strange 
bureaucratic language anchored on the 
idiom of power without accountability. 
It is the kind of language that was 
bound, sooner or later, to grate with the 
recalcitrant island dwellers of Britain 
that fought a bitter war to save Europe 
from hitler and the Nazis. having never 
been conquered since Roman times, 
the Anglo-Saxon Britons will forever 
be suspicious of any supranational 
scheme that may eventually result in 
a surrender of their sovereignty and 
hard-won liberties.

The London summit was not without 
its critics. Civil society groups picketed 
outside the Docklands Intercontinental 
- the venue of the event - with banners 
such as, “Stop the New Scramble for 
Africa” and “No to Empire 2.0”. An 
academic the School of Oriental and 
African Studies, SOAS, lamented that, 
“British politicians have long used 
Africa as a space into which to project a 
sense of personality of moral purpose, 
particularly at times of drift or crisis 
at home. This image-projection often 
disguises a paucity of ideas”.

As the leading economy on the 
continent, Nigeria ought to assume 
leadership in driving British-African 
business relations. The opportunities 
are immense.

Britain and the new scramble for Africa

Africa has become a hot investment destination.  African countries should 
drive a harder bargain as the third scramble for Africa may actually benefit its 
inhabitants 
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MBABANE 

W
h e n 
14-year-old 
N o m c e b o 
M k h a l i p h i 

first noticed the blood 
discharged from her vagina, 
she was shocked. Confused, 
she turned to her older 
sisters for advice.

 By Amina Mohamed

Increasingly, the ability of 
multilateralism to address 
contemporary global issues 
such as climate change and 
international trade is being 
questioned. In the case of 
international trade, WTO 
Members have thus far not 
been able to conclude the 
Doha Round, which was 
launched in November 2001. 
The Round was supposed 
to have been concluded on 
1 January 2005, but it has 
been beset by persistent dif-
ferences among the WTO 
Members. Whereas most de-
veloping countries believe 
that the Round is still active 
and have called for the fulfil-
ment of all Doha mandates, 
several developed coun-
tries are of the view that the 
Round has run its full course 
and overtaken by develop-
ments in the global econo-
my. They note that three out 
of the ten top economies in 
the world are developing 
countries – Brazil, China and 
India – and that several de-
veloping economies are also 
competitive in certain sec-
tors of the global economy 
and that by granting signifi-
cant flexibilities in the nego-
tiations to these competitive 
developing economies, the 
Round’s mandates are no 
longer valid and that differ-
entiation among developing 
countries should be part of 
the broader on-going discus-
sion on WTO reform.

The stalemate in the Doha 
negotiations has prompted 
countries to look at 
alternative ways to liberalize 
trade and investment 
for the benefit of their 
businesses and consumers, 
including negotiating 
plurilateral agreements at 
the WTO among a subset 
of WTO Members and 
negotiating bilateral and 
regional trade agreements. 
In the last five years, 
concluded bilateral and 
regional trade agreements 
include the United States-
Mexico and Canada Free 
Trade Agreement, the 
Comprehensive Economic 
and Trade Agreement 
between the European 
Union and Canada, the 
Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for 
Trans-Pacific Partnership 
between eleven Pacific-
rim countries, including 
Australia, Canada and Japan, 
the Pacific Agreement 
on Closer Economic 
RelationsPlus between 
Australia, New Zealand and 
the fourteen Pacific Island 
Countries and European 
Union and MERCOSUR Free 
Trade Agreement. The scope 

Multilateralism vs regionalism: Which path 
should African countries pursue to expand 

trade and investment opportunities?

in the global economy if it 
is to remain relevant. The 
task of reforming the WTO 
should not be left to a few 
countries. All countries have 

a stake in a well-functioning 
multilateral trading system 
and collective engagement 
will ensure that all 
spectrums of views are 
considered in the design and 
implementation of new and 
effective multilateral trade 
rules. The benefits from 
the AfCFTA would be far 
greater if alongside regional 
liberalization, there is also 
multilateral liberalization, 
especially considering 
that Africa’s largest trading 
partners are the European 
Union, China and the United 
States. The two approaches 
to liberalization are not 
mutually exclusive and can 
complement each other as 
various studies have shown. 

African countries need not 
make a choice between the 
two approaches and should 
pursue both doggedly to 
achieve robust economic 
growth and sustainable 
development.

The world needs a 
reinforced rules-based 
multilateral trading system 
more than ever to confront 
the challenges of the 
21stcentury. Bilateral and 
regional trade agreements 
cannot be a perfect 
substitute for the rules-
based multilateral trading 
system, as issues such as 
trade distorting domestic 
support to the agriculture 
sector can only be effectively 
addressed at the multilateral 

level. These agreements, 
including the AfCFTA also 
tend to rely heavily on the 
WTO framework in many 
areas, including health 
and food safety and trade 
remedies. All WTO Members 
should work together to 
preserve and strengthen this 
public good. Compromises 
will have to be made and 
the overarching reason why 
countries join the WTO 
in the first place should 
not be lost on them. Every 
country that is a WTO 
Member acknowledges 
the role trade can play in 
their national economies 
in creating jobs, attracting 
foreign direct investment 
and lifting standards of 

living. Protectionism 
imposes significant costs 
and countries should avoid 
going down that path. 
African countries have a 
role to play in breaking the 
impasse at the WTO and 
they should work intensively 
with other WTO Members 
to reform and strengthen 
the institution and the 
rules-based multilateral 
trading system, while they 
commence implementing 
the AfCFTA to boost trade 
and investment on the 
continent.

The writer is a Cabinet 
Secretary, Government of 
Kenya. She served until 
recently as Kenya’s Foreign 
Affairs Minister in charge 

also of international trade. 
She has occupied several top 
positions at the World Trade 
Organization, including as 
Chairperson of the General 
Council and the Nairobi 
Ministerial Conference in 
2015.

were more than quadruple 
those among young men: 
2400 new infections among 
young women, compared 
to fewer than 500 among 
young men”.

So far, Kenya and 
Botswana are the only 
African governments on 
track to offer free sanitary 
wear by law. 

*Names withheld to 
protect their identity.

  Agencies  

of these agreements goes 
beyond the current WTO 
Agreement and addresses 
issues of importance 
to businesses such as 
electronic commerce, 
competition policy and 
investment as well as labour 
rights and the protection of 
the environment.

African countries have 
also not been idle and 
have recently concluded 
the African Continental 
Free Trade Agreement 
(AfCFTA), which is expected 
to create a market of 1.2 
billion people with a gross 
domestic product of USD2.5 
trillion. The United Nations 
Economic Commission for 
Africa estimates that trade 
among African countries, 
which is currently around 
15 per cent, can easily be 
doubled if the current 
overall average tariffs of 
6.1 per cent are eliminated. 
The figure is projected to be 
even higher if the removal 
of tariffs is accompanied 
by the elimination of non-
tariff barriers on intra-
African trade. With Africa’s 
population expected to 
exceed 2 billion by 2050, it 
is envisaged that it would 
be a magnet for foreign 
direct investment by leading 
multinational companies. 
The World Economic 
Forum estimates that the 
AfCFTA will generate USD4 
trillion for investments and 
commercial transactions of 
goods and services on the 
continent.

Notwithstanding the 
immense opportunities 
the AfCFTA will bring to 
the African continent, 
African countries should 
not turn their backs on the 
rules-based multilateral 
trading system, which has 
contributed significantly 
to the expansion of the 
global economy and in 
the process lifted several 
millions of people out of 
absolute poverty. Between 
1948 and 2019, world trade 
grew from USD58.5 billion to 
almost USD20 trillion and it 
is estimated that more than 
700 million people have 
been lifted out of absolute 
poverty with much of that 
happening in China and 
India. African countries 
should show determination 
and work closely with the 
leading WTOMembers, 
including the United 
States, the European 
Union, China, Brazil and 
India to strengthen the 
organization for the benefit 
of all countries, particularly 
African and least developed 
countries which have been 
operating at theperiphery 
of the multilateral trading 
system.

There is agreement 
among all WTO Members 
that the WTO Agreement 
needs updating considering 
that the current Agreement 
entered into force in January 
1995. So much has happened 
in the intervening period 
and WTO rules need to 
reflect contemporary trends 
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Govt bids-farewell to twelve university 
graduates going to US for further learning 
under SUGECO-US Internship programme 

 By Gerald Kitabu, Morogoro

S
okoine University Graduate 
Entrepreneurs Cooperative 
SUGECO) has become a 
centre of turning many 

dreams of young University graduates 
into realities where committed and 
determined young boys and girls 
aspiring to venture into agribusiness 
are now doing what they think they 
could not afford to do in their life.  This 
time around, it is not local fellowship 
or internship offer as it used to be in 
the past but rather another bigger 
deal, simply known as SUGECO-US 
Internship programme.

In recent years, SUGECO-US Intern-
ship programme gives an opportunity 
the young university graduates to the 
US for learning hands-on skills and so 
far the program has swayed a number 
of young University graduates who 
wish to be agri-entrepreneurs while 
constantly strengthening international 
relationships between Tanzania and 
USA. 

On Wednesday last week, the govern-
ment of Tanzania bid farewell a total 
of twelve Tanzanian University gradu-
ates going to the US under the program 
for a period of 12 month. While in the 
US, placements are available in crop 
production, livestock, Poultry farm, 
Piggery farm, Landscaping and horti-
culture farm, agribusiness and other 
specialties. The interns will go to differ-
ent farms such as Nebrasca, Mennoota, 
Indiana, Iowa etc for a period of one 
year.

Presenting travel documents such as 
Air tickets, visas, and other documents 
to the young graduates in Morogoro 
over the weekend, the Deputy Minister 
of State in the Prime Minister’s Office 
responsible for Policy, Parliamentary 
Affairs, Labour, Employment, Youth 
and persons with disabilities Anthony 
Mavunde urged the beneficiaries to be 
good Ambassadors and make sure that 
they represent the country well and 
not otherwise.

He said that  agricultural sector plays 
a key role in promoting economic 
growth and industrial economy adding 
that the SUGECO-US Internship pro-
gram is part of several initiatives being 
undertaken to create good number of 
the youth who will be employable and 
be able to create jobs.

He said that the Prime Minister’s of-
fice is working very close with Sokoine 
University of Agriculture (SUA) and 
SUGECO in particular to ensure many 
youth acquire necessary knowledge 
and skills to employ themselves.

Citing an example of Morogoro re-
gion, the Deputy Minister commended 
the regional administration for setting 
aside agricultural land for the youth. 
He said the plan has enabled some SUA 
graduates to benefit. The graduates 
grown rice and after harvesting they 
earned more than 100m/- adding that 
currently, the Ministry is negotiating 
with the regional office to ensure more 
youth benefits from the plan.   

“The government is expecting that by 
2025, at least 40 percent of Tanzanians 
should be employed in manufacturing 
industries and along the value chain. 
Therefore, materials from agriculture, 
Livestock, forestry and fisheries are 
necessary,” he said.

The minister called on financial insti-
tutions and banks to soften loan condi-

tions so that many young entrepreneur 
can easily access them. 

The Executive Director for Sokoine 
University Graduate Entrepreneurs Co-
operative (SUGECO) Revocatus Kima-
rio said that SUGECO, SUA, the Ministry 
and the government at large have very 
high expectation on the beneficiaries 
that they will be the agent of change to 
transform agriculture in the country.

“International Internship Program 
started since 2018 and so far 75 stu-
dents are in US and this batch will be 
the 12th making a total of 87 beneficiar-
ies so far. We are expecting them to 
bring in new skills, knowledge and es-
tablish sized farm enterprise. We hope 
the group will also assist government 
efforts to involve the youth in agricul-
ture,” he said.

Commenting on the process of ap-
plication, screening and selection, 
Kimario said that the process is a bit 
long as it takes up to four month, which 
includes preparing CV, filling in the ap-
plication form for the accepted CV’s, 
then undergoing interview internally 
and over Skype with partners and the 
hosts, finding placement, and process-
ing visa for the winners. 

“So far we have received 300 appli-
cants out of which 87 have been elect-
ed and benefited from the program,” 
he said.

Chairperson of Sokoine University 
Graduate Entrepreneurs Cooperative 
(SUGECO) Dr. Anna Temu urged the 
young entrepreneurs who have ben-
efited from the SUGECO-US Internship 
programme to be good ambassadors 
during and after the program.

”This is an excellent centre of groom-
ing up young entrepreneurs. In col-
laboration with SUA, we have enough 
human resource and experts, we have 
professors and PhD’s in all fields of ag-
riculture such as Poultry, Horticulture. 
They are ready to teach when needed,” 
she said.

“We are not doing things that are not 
well researched, and if we realize that 
something is wrong, we quickly rush 
to SUA and look for other specialists. 
The good thing is that all SUA research 
results and finding are for public con-
sumption,” she said.

Dr. Temu who is also expert on 
agriculture economics and agribusi-
ness commended the government for 
continued efforts to support SUGECO 
initiatives  saying it has built trust and 
confidence on the cooperative.

Citing an example of green house 
construction, installation and farming 
technology skills, Dr Temu said that 
this is a vivid example of how the gov-
ernment has built confidence and trust 
on SUGECO.

She assured young entrepreneurs 
that more opportunities are in the off-
ing saying another batch of young en-
trepreneurs who are in the process of 
the SUGECO-US Internship program 
and already they have undergone the 
first and second interview. 

The Excited University graduates 
Yared Mkiwa and Kaijage Sebatian Mfu-
ruki who are among the interns could 
not hide their joy in public. They said 
it is rare opportunity adding that they 
will work hard and acquire necessary 
hands on skills that will help them be-
come successful agribusiness farmers.

FARMER TO FARMER Expert Volun-
teer at SUGECO, Bonnie Osborn said 
the SUGECO-US Internship program is 

a special opportunity for the young en-
trepreneurs and Tanzanian at large to 
see different ways of doing things.

Osborn from the State of Carolado 
said that “Our farmers in America have 
various way of doing things. Some have 
big plantations, some have big organi-
zations, and some still a single fam-
ily famers. So, whichever opportunity 
students get, I am sure they will learn 
something to bring back home so that 
they can apply here in Tanzania. And I 
am sure they will share with their Tan-
zanian colleagues acquired knowledge 
and experience obtained from US,” she 
said.

I would like to advice them to be 
natural and represent Tanzania well, 
learn as much as they can, and benefit 
as much as possible. SUGECO is doing 
a great job of grooming up the young 
entrepreneurs, I believe they have 
enough background materials and the 
government of Tanzania will continue 
supporting them,” she said.

About SUGECO, she said that SUG-
ECO has a need for some communica-
tion skills and strategy about  how they 
perform their communications. SUG-
ECO is doing a wonderful work, there-
fore need to be well recognized.    

FARMER TO FARMER TANZANIA 
Program Coordinator Anthony Kiss-
inga explained that selected students 
into the SUGECO-US Internship pro-
gram should go there and work hard to 
acquire necessary skill so that they can 
practice, and be employable.

“Most graduate student are not get-
ting jobs because many lack experi-
ence, lack of knowledge therefore be-
ing in US dong thing practically, I am 
sure they will be employable, and cre-
ate jobs for others in agricultural sec-
tor,” he said.

About the International Intern-
ship Programs

The international internship pro-
grams provide participants with the 
opportunity to learn technologies, 
work attitudes, market systems, busi-
ness management and networking. 
Upon returning to Tanzania, SUGECO 
recruits the intern to train other youth 
to establish their own business enter-
prises. The programs are self-funded.   
SUGECO assists successful applicants 
to meet travel costs (tickets, visas docu-
mentation). If you are interested to be-
come a partner please contact

SUGECO is also taking young grad-
uates to Israel for internships

In Israel, SUGECO partners with 
Agrostudies Israel. Graduates from 
agricultural-related university pro-
grammes are placed on Israel farms 
for 11 months. Since 2015, a total of 125 
youth have been through the program. 
79 farmers have already returned to 
Tanzania and a further 45 returned in 
September 2019. The participants are 
exposed to various agribusiness value 
chain enterprises at poultry, dairy and 
horticulture farms and ornamentals 
gardens.   In additional to their prac-
tical attachment, the interns attend a 
farming technology course weekly. Al-
lowances received during their intern-
ship in Israel are sufficient to cover 
return air tickets, university fees and 
stipends. Successful participants re-
ceive a post-graduate diploma. 

FEATURE 

Deputy Minister of State in the Prime Minister’s Office responsible for Policy, Parliamentary Affairs, Labour, Employment, Youth 
and Persons with Disabilities Anthony Mavunde (centre), academicians from SUA, SUGECO officials and the Twelve University grad-
uates who have benefited from SUGECO-US Internship programme pose for a group photo after he has presented to them travel 
documents. Photo by Gerald Kitabu 
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MRS... A career is it possible 

T
ick tock, tick tock. 
Do you hear that? 
It’s your biologi-
cal clock. Wheth-

er we like to admit it or not, 
as women, many of us do 
look at our age as a timeline. 

At what age should I have 
kids? At what age will I get 
married? At what age should 
I be financially stable? 

As young women, we are 
exposed to societal pressure 
everywhere around us, hav-
ing a steady financial plan, 
raising kids, meeting The 
One someday amongst oth-
ers.

Everyone around you is 
talking about how much you 
have to hurry and get every-
thing done by the time you 
are thirty. 

Thirty? Really? So if I be-
gan college at twenty, fin-
ish at twenty-three or four, 
I now have six years to get 
myself together? Wow. This 
is absurd literally!

But how much easier 

would life be if society did 
not put such pressure?

So what does it exactly 
mean to have yourself to-
gether? 

For some it’s an amazing 
career, for others it’s family. 
But for those of us who want 
both, why does society want 
us to choose? Woman who 
go to work, are labeled as 
not so great mothers or wife 
materials, and those who 
wait until they are more es-
tablished are labeled as the 
ones who won’t keep a man.

See, the expectation is 
that you’ll find your dream 
partner in college, land your 
dream job, and live your life 
happily ever after. But as the 
majority of women can tell 
you, that isn’t the case. An 
alarming number of wom-
en after college aren’t even 
working in their fields.

You want to move up, gain 
more responsibilities, and 
really make a name for your-
self in your organization. 

care where my life is headed 
right now, might be engaged 
in study, establishing a busi-
ness or among many other 
options.

A majority would go like “a 
bachelors is enough, Time to 
go settle down now”.

“Oh something must be 
wrong with her,” they say. 
Why does something have 
to be wrong with someone? 
The naysays women receive 
from not falling in line with 
traditional gender roles is ri-
diculous.

We have different priori-
ties right? 

Generations before us 
expected women to stay at 
home and rely on the man 
for financial support, but 
this is a new day and age. 
More women are the bread-
winners too. Nevertheless, 
it’s still possible to achieve 
both.

Growing up, my mum 
would often joke, you go to 

As outdated as this ‘’a 
woman needs a man’’ man-
tra might seem, it, well, actu-
ally isn’t relevant in the soci-
ety today.

The ‘’secure the bag’’ cli-
ché on the woman is still 
very suitable.

Whether we blame the 
growing higher education 
rates and career goals for 
a woman or even the trend 
of ‘’finding yourself ’’ before 
walking down the aisle, the 
truth is this, the old model 
of relationships is becoming 
out of fashion.

Nevertheless, in the past 
our African culture and the 
society at large had it that a 
woman was the receiver and 
the man the sole provider of 
the family unlike in the cur-
rent times where both could 
be the sole providers of the 
family, not in all cases but in 
a majority of families.

Women are juggling col-
lege classes, career, friends, 
various development pro-
jects and so much more and 

sadly a lot of women may 
be too busy to find love or 
might dread surprises, the 
idea of settling down with 
a mate who’s not aligned to 
the path they want to follow 
in life or career.

Cultural and societal ex-
pectations would in some 
time pressure you to start 
the search for “the one “but 
it’s best to do when you are 
mentally ready and because 
forever is a lot of work, seek 
to sail through it with the 
right one, with the one who 
brings in the peace, wipes 
away the chaos, whom your 
soul loves and who loves his 
mother too (see this is just 
too important ladies)

Don’t let society tell you 
otherwise. Do what makes 
you happy, and if you want 
both you can have both a 
family, a clear outlined ca-
reer path before walking 
the aisle and so much more. 
Anything is possible and I 
believe no one wants to live 
a life of regrets.  

Employee evaluations and 
promotions are coming up, 
and you really want to make 
sure you stand out. You may 
not have time to date as 
much as you would like. In 
your mind, it’s okay because 

you know what you are 
working towards. To others 
however, that’s abnormal.

I’ve been asked on numer-
ous occasions, when I plan 
on getting married or having 
kids. Those who ask do not 

college to get two degrees: 
‘’your bachelor and your 
MRS…’’.And although we 
laughed, there was an edge 
of truth to what she said—
which was typically followed 
by, ’’because you need some-
one that can support you’’.

I would cringe at the state-
ment and stay quiet for a 
while reminiscing on past 
scenarios that explained 
why a woman wasn’t sup-
posed to even have the 
thought of studying to a 
higher learning institution 
lest she would look as not so 
appealing, not so of a future 
mother figure or ‘’the know 
it all’ ’kind of woman.

 DJIBOUTI CITY

Fihima Mohamed’s mother never attended school and 
until two years ago she could not read or write. Mohamed’s 
mother had been born in neighbouring Somalia but was 
sent to Djibouti as a young girl to live with her aunt. The 
expectation had been that she would have a better life by 
escaping the ongoing conflict in her home country at the 
time.

Instead, Mohamed’s mother became a domestic servant 
to her aunt — a circumstance that showed her that her own 
daughter’s future would be just as difficult if she too did not 
go to school.

Born and raised in the Republic of Djibouti, Mohamed 
told IPS that most of her childhood was spent in school or 
studying.

Between the ages of six and 16 years, she was driven by 
the vivid pictures her mother painted of the life that awaited 
her if she did not stay in school and perform well — one of 
domestic abuse. “I was told that as a woman, education 
would give me freedom,” she said, remembering how her 
mother was not able to make major household decisions 
and did not have the freedom to determine what direction 
her life took.

But her mother did make a decision that determined the 
course of Mohamed’s life. She opted not to buy the fish her 
children enjoyed so much for their meals and instead spent 
the money on private tuition classes for her daughter to 
supplement her schooling.

“I attended public school during the day, and at night, two 
hours of private school tuition. My mother sacrificed a lot 
to raise 25 dollars per month to pay for these night classes,” 
she said, explaining that she went to those classes not for her 
own sake but also so that she could help her three younger 
siblings with their homework.

The sacrifice paid off and Mohamed was placed among the 
country’s top-five students for her high school final exam. 
She received a scholarship to study in France for four years.

Fast track to 2020, Mohamed holds a bachelor’s degree 
in law and political science, and a Master’s degree in 
refugee studies. She is a social entrepreneur, a gender 
and environment activist and the founder of the Women 
Initiative, a local social movement for the empowerment of 
women and girls.

She said that Djibouti is among a growing list of developing 
countries were education attainment levels have significantly 
narrowed between boys and girls. United Nations statistics 
indicate that the gross primary school enrolment rates for 
girls have risen to nearly 61 percent.

This emerged during the   HYPERLINK “https://
forumbie2030.org/” 3rd International Summit on Balanced 
and Inclusive Education  that is currently being held in 
Djibouti City, in the Horn of Africa nation of Djibouti.

Organised by the   HYPERLINK “https://educationrelief.
org/” Education Relief Foundation (ERF), over 200 delegates 
and government representatives from over 35 countries 
rallied behind an education pathway that leaves no one 
behind.

According to the World Economic Forum’s Global 
Gender Gap Report 2020, there is an increasing number of 
countries in the global south where, on average, educational 
attainment gaps are now relatively small.

These countries include Cambodia, Kenya, Cuba, Myanmar 
and Ethiopia.

In Myanmar, for instance, primary school enrolment rates 
stand at 88 percent for girls, and 90 percent for boys.

Additionally, in secondary level, enrolment rate for girls is 
at 62 percent and 57 percent for boys.

Even at tertiary level, enrolment rates for girls stand at 19 
percent, compared to 13 percent for boys.

  Agencies 

Balanced and gender-inclusive 
education is a smart investment
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SBL unveils ‘Kilimo-viwanda’ 
scholarship for agricultural studies 

 By The Banker Reporter

DEFYING intense competition in a crowded baking 
market, Standard Chartered Bank Tanzania Limited 
made an impressive pre-tax profit of 47.14bn/- last year 
being an increase of 29 percent compared to 36.44bn/- 
registered in 2018.

The Dar es Salaam based lender also recorded an in-
crease in loans, advances and overdrafts by 11 percent 
from 640.12m/- to 712.52m/- quarter on quarter.

The bank’s CEO, Sanjay Rughani said, “We are happy 
with the results that we recorded in 2019. This set of re-
sults is a reflection of the strength of our business strat-
egy, driven by our dedicated employees as well as an 
execution of our commitment to further supporting the 
growth of our country.”

Rughani said the growth in loans, advances and over-
drafts was mainly a result of conscious efforts of increased 
collaboration with loyal clients in all segments. “We also 
expanded on our platforms to provide more convenient 
banking to our clients. We, therefore, pride ourselves to 
remain a trustworthy partner, supporting our stakehold-
ers to better realize their potential,” he added.

Commenting on performance of the bank’s revolution-
ary full digital bank on mobile that it launched in the 
market in February last year, the CEO highlighted that 
2019 was the year in which business grew exponentially 
in terms of adding new clients, proving that Tanzanians 
have become more digital savvy and are using mobile 
phones not only for basic transfers and receipt of money.

“This is our 103rd year in Tanzania, having first opened 
our doors in 1917. In February last year we launched of 
our Full Digital Bank on Mobile and so far we have man-
aged to more than double our clients’ base. This is a key 
indication that digitization is the fastest and most reliable 
way of further deepening financial inclusion in Tanza-
nia,” Rughani noted. 

StanChart Tanzania posts 
impressive 29pc pre-tax 
profit increase in 2019

By The Banker Reporter, Bagamoyo

T
HIRTY students 
pursuing agriculture 
related studies in the 
country will get fully 

funded scholarships from leading 
beer brewer, Serengeti Breweries 
Limited starting this year.

Unveiling the program this 
week, SBL Managing Director, 
Mark Ocitti said the scholarships 
will enable students from farming 
communities pursue high 
education in agricultural related 
disciplines at three local colleges 
in the country which include 
Bagamoyo based Kaole Wazazi 
College of Agriculture.

Ocitti said the initiative is also 
aimed at beefing up the existing 
pool of experts in the agricultural 
sector to support farmers 
increase their productivity. “It is 
important that we support the 
government in building capacity 
of our farmers through training 
of experts in agricultural fields of 
study,” Ocitti noted.

He further pointed out that 
eligible students for the program 
are not only those from under 
privileged backgrounds but 
must also come from farming 
communities across the country. 
The three colleges will each admit 
10 students every academic year. 

SBL is dependent on local 
farmers for its supply of cereals 
used in beer production which 
include barley, maize and 
sorghum.  Last year, according 
to the managing director, the 
company bought 17,000 metric 
tons of the grains from local 
farmers’ which was equivalent 
to 70 percent of its total raw 

materials requirement for the 
year. 

“SBL’s ambition is to increase its 
sourcing of local raw materials to 
85 percent by 2020 that’s why we 
find it important to support the 
government in training specialists 
such as field extension officers, 
agronomists and others. We cur-
rently source grains from a net-

work of 400 farmers in various re-
gions across the country,” the SBL 
chief added.

Speaking at the event, Principal 
of Kaole Wazazi College of Agri-
culture, Sinani Simba commend-
ed SBL for the initiative appealing 
to other private sector stakehold-
ers to also support development 
of the agricultural sector. 

“Training of agricultural experts 
is one of the priorities spelt out in 
the Agriculture Sector Develop-
ment Program Phase II as a pre-
requisite to increasing productiv-
ity and income generation for the 
local farmers,” Simba said.

Incorporated in 1988 as Associ-
ated Breweries, SBL is the second 
largest beer company in Tanzania, 
with its beer brands accounting 
for over 25 percent of the market 
by volume. SBL has three operat-
ing plants in Dar es Salaam, Mwan-
za and Moshi.

Since the creation of SBL in 
2002, the business has grown its 
portfolio of brands year on year. 
The majority stake acquisition 
by EABL/Diageo in 2010 has seen 
increased investment in interna-
tional quality standards leading to 
greater job opportunities for the 
people of Tanzania.

SBL Brands have been receiving 
multiple international awards and 
include Serengeti Premium Lager, 
Serengeti Lite, Pilsner Lager, 
Pilsner King, Tusker Lager, Tusker 
Lite, Kibo Gold, Guinness stout 
and Senator. The company is also 
home to world’s renowned spirits 
such as Johnnie Walker Whisky, 
Smirnoff Vodka, Gordon’s Gin, 
Captain Morgan Rum and Baileys 
Irish Cream. 

SBL Managing Director, Mark Ocitti.
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EFG concludes advisory to Pakistan’s United 
Bank Limited’s sale of local subsidiary
 By The Banker Reporter

E
FG Hermes, the leading 
financial services 
corporation in Frontier 
Emerging Markets (FEM), 

has announced the successful 
completion of its advisory services 
to Pakistan’s United Bank Limited 
(UBL) on the sale of the assets and 
liabilities of its Tanzanian subsidiary, 
UBL Tanzania (UBLT) to Exim Bank 
Tanzania Limited. 

EFG Hermes acted as the sole 
adviser to UBL on the transaction, 
which is part of the Pakistani bank’s 
strategy to reposition and realign itself 
globally, EFG said in a statement.“The 
transaction is a testament to our 
ability to successfully conclude cross-
border mandates involving multiple 
jurisdictions, laws and regulations,” 
said EFG Hermes Frontier’s CEO, Ali 
Khalpey. 

“With on-ground presence in 13 
countries across four continents and a 
world-class team of professionals with 
a stellar track-record in equity, debt 

 NAIROBI

Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) Governor Patrick 
Njoroge has said the regulator will enforce strict con-
trols to ensure that banks avoid predatory lending, at 
a time when most lenders are still reluctant to extend 
credit to the private sector despite the removal of legal 
caps on cost of borrowing.

The CBK will be keen on enforcing the Kenya Banking 
Sector Charter to help free up access to affordable cred-
it in a drive to raise lending to the private sector by dou-
ble digits this year. Dr Njoroge warned banks against 
overcharging borrowers, saying there was no room for 
a return to the pre-rate cap era that he described as the 
“Wild West,” when banks could charge interest rates as 
high as 25 percent.

“We do not expect after lifting of the caps that banks 
will go to the same old same old Wild West sort of ma-
noeuvring,” Dr Njoroge warned. “We were doing lazy 
banking before; let’s give them the training so that they 
can move to the new environment.”

He said CBK had been working with each of the banks 
and in the context of the banking charter “and they have 
to come up with a plan and indeed even made presen-
tations to us.” He spoke a day after the CBK’s Monetary 
Policy Committee (MPC) lowered its benchmark lend-
ing rate for the second time since May 2018 – signalling 
commercial banks to cut the cost of loans once again.

“The credit growth that we are projecting for the year 
is 11.8 percent,” Dr Njoroge said. The MPC on Monday 
cut the Central Bank Rate (CBR) rate by 25 basis points 
to 8.25 percent, saying the economy was operating be-
low its potential. It had lowered the rate from 9.00 per-
cent to 8.50 percent last November — the same month 
when Kenya lifted the cap on commercial interest rates.

The lowered CBR in November was expected to signal 
banks to cut lending rates to boost supply of credit and 
put money in the hands of consumers, which would in 
turn boost demand for goods and services.

Credit to the private sector grew by 7.1 percent in the 
year to December, compared to 6.6 percent in the year 
to October — a marginal increase that is below the ideal 
growth level of between 12 and 15 percent needed to 
support economic growth.

Should CBK’s projection of a credit growth of over 
11 percent be attained by banks this year, the double-
digit growth would return the country to a 42-month 
high last witnessed in May 2016, four months before the 
introduction of the rate cap. In May of that year, credit 
growth to the private sector stood at 11.1 percent but 
dropped to 4.8 percent the following September after 
the introduction of the rate cap.

A recent spotcheck by the Business Daily indicated 
that some banks were yet to send out notices to their 
customers informing that they had adjusted loan rates 
close to two months after the CBR was reduced from 
nine to 8.5 percent. The banks were still charging 13 per-
cent on loans as at Monday, the day the CBR was further 
lowered to 8.25 percent.

Dr Njoroge said the banking sector regulator was in 
touch with lenders on a monthly basis to ensure their 
new lending models that are based on risk assessment 
and do not exploit consumers.

“This is like training someone on a new language and 
the banks operate at different levels, so we do not have 
a specific timeline on when it will eventually kick-off,” 
said Dr Njoroge. “This is in the context of everything 
we are doing, including the removal of the interest rate 
cap.”

Some of the banks that have lowered their loan rates 
have shortened the repayment period, essentially vary-
ing the contracts. This means that a borrower is denied 
some relief on cash flow because banks are keen on get-
ting rid of the old loan books faster to pave way for new 
loans charged at rates outside the rate cap.

Kenya in September 2016 capped commercial lend-
ing rates at four percentage points above the central 
bank’s benchmark rate in an attempt to limit the cost of 
borrowing for businesses and individuals. Although the 
aim was to help small traders access capital at afford-
able rates, the cap had the opposite effect, as lenders 
deemed SMEs as too risky to lend to, arguing they could 
not price risk accurately while the cap was in place. The 
lifting of the cap was expected to boost access to credit. 
However, there are fears that the removal of the cap will 
expose borrowers to costly lending rates, which had 
touched a high of 25 percent before the introduction of 
the ceiling.

Dr Njoroge had late last year urged bankers to adopt 
a new sense of social responsibility in pricing of loans, 
just days after the legal cap on borrowing was lifted in 
a move that was expected to unlock credit to the econ-
omy.

“We do not expect some sort of random model. It has 
to be a robust model. We don’t want to be thrown into 
a black box model. Maybe a chicken farmer should be 
assessed at a lower risk,” he said yesterday.

Banks have pledged not to go back to the exorbitant 
interest rates they were charging before the introduc-
tion of the rate cap even as several of them move to re-
adjust to higher rates. “We must satisfactorily respond 
to the question at the top of every Kenyan’s mind…
‘What will be different this time?’ said Dr Njoroge.

              

Central Bank of 
Kenya to step up 
checks on bank 
lending rates

and M&A transactions, EFG Hermes is 
now uniquely positioned to continue 
its foray into Frontier Emerging 
Markets,” added Khalpey.

The UBL advisory is EFG Hermes’ 
first cross-border M&A transaction in 
East Africa since entering the Kenyan 
market in 2017 as a hub and launching 

pad into East Africa. “Both of these 
transactions are indicative of what 
has been a watershed year for EFG 
Hermes’ Frontier. We have a strong, 
dedicated team of professionals in 
place who have helped us emerge as 
market and thought leaders within a 
very short period of time despite less 

than optimal market conditions,” he 
noted.  

“Our first frontier advisory came in 
2018 in Southeast Asia with the IPO 
of ASA International on the London 
Stock Exchange, followed by advisory 
on Helios Towers’ LSE listing earlier 
this year and we look forward to more 
to come,” the EFG Hermes Frontier 
CEO bragged.

With the current momentum and 
a strong pipeline of deals in newly-
entered markets, EFG Hermes 
Frontier is poised to ramp up its 
expansion into frontier markets with 
advisory services that complement 
the firm’s market-leading brokerage 
and research offerings. 

UBL is Pakistan’s largest private 
bank with more than 1,390 
branches across the country and 19 
international branches serving more 
than four million customers. The 
bank operates in wholesale and retail 
banking through its presence across 12 
countries including the UAE, Bahrain, 
Qatar, Yemen, UK, Switzerland, China, 
Oman and the United States.

EFG Hermes Frontier’s CEO, Ali Khalpey.

M
AR

KE
TT

RE
ND

S 



Thursday 30 January 2020 15

b
a

n
ki

n
g

&
fi

n
a

n
ce

Stanbic expert counsels on planning for a better financial future

an artist’s impression of a fnb dot-
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by Desderia Mwegelo, 
Head, Marketing & 
communication at 
Stanbic bank Tanzania

beiJing

Huawei is happy with the UK govern-
ment’s confirmation to allow it to par-
ticipate in the country’s 5G roll-out.

Victor Zhang, Vice-President of Hua-
wei Technologies said in a statement 
that, “This evidence-based decision will 
result in a more advanced, more secure 
and more cost-effective telecoms infra-
structure that is fit for the future. It gives 
the UK access to world-leading technol-
ogy and ensures a competitive market.”

The British government said on Tues-
day that it will allow Huawei to build 
the country’s next generation of super-
fast wireless networks, despite the US’ 
threats that permitting Huawei equip-
ment could undermine trade and intel-
ligence ties with the US.

Zhang said Huawei has a strong track 
record of supplying cutting-edge tech-
nology to telecoms operators in the UK 
for more than 15 years. It will continue 
with, “Supporting customers as they 
invest in their 5G networks, boosting 
economic growth and helping the UK 
continue to compete globally.”

The clear cyber security record of 
Huawei has been recognized by two 
parliamentary committees in UK, a 
country with the toughest oversight of 
our industry in the world, and the views 
of pre-eminent intelligence officials, all 
of whom agree there is no technical rea-
son for excluding Huawei from the UK’s 
5G network.

The British government has full ac-
cess to evaluate Huawei’s products 
through the Huawei Cyber Security and 
Evaluation Centre, opened in the coun-
try in 2010. The oversight board of the 
facility is chaired by the Chief Executive 
Officer of the UK’s National Cyber Secu-
rity Centre with members from govern-
ment including Government Communi-
cations Headquarters, as well as the UK 
telecommunications industry. 

Zhang added that Huawei agrees that 
a diverse vendor market and fair com-
petition are essential for network reli-
ability and innovation, as well as ensur-
ing consumers have access to the best 
possible technology.

Dexter Thillien, a senior TMT ana-
lyst at Fitch Solutions, told CNBC that, 
“Three is better than two,”  “If you ban 
Huawei, you have a choice between 
Ericsson and Nokia. You lack competi-
tion.”

A study by Mobile UK shows that 
excluding Huawei would cost the UK 
economy £7 billion and result in more 
expensive 5G networks, raising prices 
for anyone with a mobile device.  Across 
the EU, no government has imposed 
an outright ban on Huawei. Operators 
warn that banning Huawei may add 
years of delays and billions in costs 
to European countries’ 5G network 
launch. 

Huawei chief says 
Uk’s evidence-based 
decision good for 
advanced telecoms 
infrastructure

A 
proactive financial 
plan will help you 
make effective fi-
nancial decisions 

and help you achieve your mile-
stones. This plan will vary from 
individual to individual, hence 
it becomes important for you to 
work with a qualified financial 
adviser to help you solidify a 
plan that will help you achieve 
your goals.

Here are five steps that can 
help set you up to win financially 
by managing your money effec-
tively:

Create a budget
Create a working budget for 

each month to ensure that each 
shilling you make has a purpose. 
A budget is your best tool for tak-
ing control of your finances and 
the key to helping you change 
your financial future as it helps 
you track spending.

If you need help budgeting, 
you can use various applications 
including mobile based apps and 

internet banking services to help 
you control spending and access 
other financial solutions to assist 
with your financial plan. 

Borrow wisely
A loan can support your plans 

as borrowing is important for 
your financial health provided 
that you strike a balance be-
tween what you can afford to re-
pay and the expected returns of 
your business plans.

The same applies for your life-
style improvement plans. There 
are multiple products in the mar-
ket such as home loans, salary 
advances to cater for urgent and 
unforeseen needs as well as as-
set financing for developing your 
shamba. 

Build an emergency fund
When emergencies happen, 

you don’t want to be stuck with-
out a reliable financial solution, 
build a fund so that you’re not 
tempted to dip into your re-
serves. It is recommended that 

you save somewhere between 
3-6 months of expenses in your 
emergency fund to cater for job 
loss, sickness, and funerals. This 
cushion will allow you to pro-
tect your investments and also 
help you meet debt obligations 
in case you fall on hard times. In 
the event that you dip into your 
emergency fund, you should fo-
cus on bringing it back up to the 
full amount as quickly as possi-
ble. 

Save for the future
When building for a future of 

financial freedom, the founda-
tion will be built on savings. For 
example, expenses such as your 
children’s education, a dream 
vacation or a down payment for 
a home should be part of your 
financial plan. 

Financial advisors recom-
mend setting aside 15 percent 
of your gross income towards 
monthly savings, however, if you 
have specific saving goals such as 
establishing a business you may 

need to increase the amount.
Saving can be simplified 

through products such as; Pure 
Save from Stanbic bank, that 
pays interest on a tiered basis 
where you earn higher rates as 
your account balance increases. 
This allows your money to grow 
faster and enables you to reach 
financial goals quickly. It is ad-
vised that you automate the pro-
cess through the bank’s mobile 
app or internet banking to main-
tain the discipline.

5. Invest
The goal of investing is to put 

your money to work in one or 
more types of investment vehi-
cles to grow your money over 
time. It is important to diversify 
your portfolio with safer invest-
ments that will not be affected 
by fluctuations in the market – a 
financial advisor can help you 
build your portfolio through a 
range of instruments such as 
fixed deposits, bonds, bills and 
stocks.
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WORLD  WASHINGTON

 The U.S. Senate will begin 
up to two days of question-
ing the prosecution and de-
fense in President Donald 
Trump’s impeachment trial 
on Wednesday, ahead of a 
crucial vote later in the week 
on whether to call witnesses.

The questions, which will 
alternate between Republi-
can and Democratic senators, 
will be submitted in writing 
and read aloud by U.S. Chief 
Justice John Roberts, who 
is presiding over the trial to 
determine if Trump should 
be removed from The ques-
tions can be directed at ei-
ther the Democratic House 
prosecutors or Trump’s legal 
team, and will take up to eight 
hours a day over Wednesday 
and Thursday. There is no 
time limit on the answers, 
which cannot be challenged 
by senators, Senate aides said.

The questions follow the 
conclusion of three days of 

opening arguments by each 
side in the trial on charges 
Trump abused his office by 
pressuring Ukraine to inves-
tigate political rival Joe Biden, 
a Democratic presidential 
contender, and impeded a 
congressional probe of the 
matter.

Once the questioning 
wraps up, the Senate is ex-
pected to turn on Friday to a 
debate and vote on whether 
to call witnesses in the trial.

The Republican president, 
who has denied wrongdoing 
and denounced the impeach-
ment process as a sham, is ex-
pected to be acquitted in the 
Senate, where a two-thirds 
vote is required to convict 
and remove a president from 
office. No Republican has 
voiced support for his ouster.

Democrats have pushed 
for witnesses including for-
mer national security adviser 
John Bolton, whose explo-
sive allegations in an unpub-
lished book manuscript 

about Trump’s actions have 
increased pressure on waver-
ing Republican senators to 
back witness testimony.

“A fair trial involves wit-
nesses and it involves docu-
ments,” Representative Adam 
Schiff, the lead Democratic 
prosecutor in the case, told 
reporters.

Republican senators met 
behind closed doors after 
Tuesday’s trial session to dis-
cuss calling witnesses, but 
said as they emerged there 
was no resolution on the mat-
ter. Four Republicans would 
need to vote for witnesses, 
along with all 47 Democrats 
and independents.

 Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell told sena-
tors in the meeting that he did 
not currently have the votes 
to block Democrats from 
calling witnesses at the trial 
because some Republicans 
remained uncommitted, sev-
eral media outlets reported.

Reuters

Guterres: UN appreciates 
China’s efforts in virus fight

UNITED NATIONS 
 UN Secretary-General 

Antonio Guterres on Mon-
day said the UN appreci-
ates China’s effort to battle 
against the novel coronavi-
rus and has full confidence 
in China’s ability of control-
ling the outbreak.

In his meeting with 
China’s Permanent Repre-
sentative to the UN Zhang Jun, the UN chief said that at this 
important time, the UN stands in solidarity with the Chinese 
government and people.

For his part, Zhang said that the Chinese government at-
taches paramount importance to the prevention and control 
of the epidemic, and President Xi Jinping has given important 
instructions.

Putting the interests of the people first, China has taken rap-
id and strong measures, putting in place a nationwide preven-
tion and control mechanism, he added.

The Chinese envoy said China has been working with the in-
ternational community in the spirit of openness, transparency 
and scientific coordination. With a great sense of responsibil-
ity, China is sparing no effort in curbing the spread of disease 
and saving lives.

“Now is a crucial moment, and China has full capability and 
confidence in winning the battle against the epidemic,” the 
Chinese enovy said.

Guterres said the UN has full confidence in China’s ability of 
controlling the outbreak, and stands ready to provide any sup-
port and assistance.             Xinhua

BEIJING 

THe chief of the World Health Organization (WHO) yester-
day said the WHO thinks highly of the decisive measures the 
Chinese government has taken and is confident in China’s epi-
demic prevention and control ability. 

WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
made the remarks when meeting Chinese State Councilor 
and Foreign Minister Wang Yi in Beijing.

 Tedros said WHO and the international community speak 
highly of and fully affirm the decisive measures the Chinese 
government has taken, and appreciate China’s great efforts in 
curbing the spread of pneumonia.

He said the WHO does not recommend the evacuation of 
nationals, and called on the international community to re-
main calm and not overreact. The WHO is confident in Chi-
na’s epidemic prevention and control ability.

               Xinhua

WHO chief confident in China’s 
ability to control epidemic

Senate to question legal teams in Trump impeachment trial

Chinese State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi meets with 
WHO Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus in Beijing, 
China, yesterday. (XINHUA)

An infected medical staff who has fully recovered (right) talks 
to her colleague after she was discharged from the hospital, in 
Wuhan, yesterday. (XINHUA)



WORLD NEWS

ViLLagES in Zhenjiang, east Chi-
na’s Jiangsu province, are a para-
dise for local villagers, as well as a 
tourist attraction for urban dwell-
ers, where locals are enjoying idyl-
lic lifestyles and seeing prospects 
of long-term development. Xifeng 
village in the city of Zhenjiang is a 
good example.

Chen Wenjun, a turf broker in 
the village, is a man that helps his 
fellow villagers to live a well-off life. 
after quitting his job in Shenzhen 
10 years ago, he went back to his 
hometown and assisted his peers in 
selling turfs. 

Now the man, running turf busi-
ness on an e-commerce platform, 
generates annual revenue of over 
7 million yuan ($101 million), and 
the furthest destiniton of his turf is 
Singapore.

He has recently finished transac-
tion of a batch of turf on the plat-
form, selling his product to a real 
estate company more than 200 kil-
ometers away in anji county, Zheji-
ang province.

Though the winter has come, the 
coldness is not able to stop the vil-

lagers’ enthusiasm for making their 
products - they are still busy shove-
ling, bundling and transporting the 
turf in an orderly manner. accord-
ing to Chen, each villager can earn 
around 400 yuan per day.

 The turf business has improved 
the environment of the village and 
even children from the urban area 
come to the village on weekends to 
play on the meadow, said 62-year-
old Li Zhishun, head of Fengxi vil-
lage.

Over 10 years ago, a dirt road was 
the only link between the village 
and the township. Besides, 80 per-
cent of the land is not cultivatable 
as it is on either hills or slopes. 

as a result, the villagers suffered 
extremely low income, which 
forced many of them to leave their 
hometown to find jobs.

Thanks to the turf business, vil-
lagers now don’t have to make a liv-
ing out-of-town, and they have built 
houses and bought cars with their 
earning.

Ye Minglan is an owner of a farm 
in Shiye township on an eyot of the 
Yangtze River, Zhenjiang. 

The 4,000-square meter farm in 
2013 has now expanded its cover-
age to over 73,000 square meters. 
With the plantation of strawberries, 
peaches, loquats, and grapes, the 
farm is attracting a large number of 
tourists all-year-round. according 
to Ye, the farm has created 18 jobs 
for local villagers.

in Shiye township, those who 
don’t own a business are still liv-
ing a comfortable life, as the eyot 
where it locates boasts beautiful 
scenery and idyllic environment.

Hong Jiayong is an 80-year-old 
villager living in a two-storey build-
ing covering an area of about 200 
square meters at the river bank 
with his wife, son and daughter-in-
law. Hong has a pension, and his 
son and daughter-in-law work in 
town.

The old couple grow 13 kinds of 
vegetables and raise over 30 chick-
ens in the yard. 

They often share the vegetables 
and eggs with their other children 
who work out-of-town.

People’s Daily 

aiRBuS (aiR.Pa) faces billions of dollars of fines after 
agreeing in principle to a settlement with French, British and 
u.S. authorities following a crippling three-year investigation 
into allegations of bribery and corruption.

a settlement would allow it to avoid criminal charges 
which, if proven, could have led to the company being dis-
barred from public contracts in the united States and Euro-
pean union - a massive setback for one of Europe’s top de-
fense and space firms.

The European planemaker has been investigated by 
French and British authorities for suspected corruption over 
jet sales dating back over a decade. it has also faced u.S. in-
vestigations over suspected violations of export controls.

announcing the agreement, airbus - which dominates 
with u.S. rival Boeing (Ba.N) the commercial airliner market 
- said it could not comment on the size of settlements, which 
still need court approval.

Press reports cited a figure of around 3 billion euros ($3.3 
billion), while some industry analysts have suggested sums 
as high as 5 billion euros, dwarfing a previous settlement by 
aero-engine maker Rolls-Royce (RR.L) over the use of mid-
dlemen.

One person who has closely followed the case estimated 
the settlement would be three to four times the $809 mil-
lion paid by Rolls-Royce in a deal with u.S., uK and Brazilian 
agencies in 2017.

airbus shares rose, however, as traders welcomed the clo-
sure of one of the most damaging chapters in the company’s 
40-year history. The stock was up about 1.3% at 1100 gMT.

“Sorting out the fraud investigation is likely to remove a 
major overhang for the company,” said Vertical Research 
Partners analyst Rob Stallard.

British and French investigations began after airbus drew 
the attention of regulators to misleading and incomplete 
declarations it had made to Britain’s export credit finance 
agency over payments to sales agents. Britain’s Serious Fraud 
Office (SFO) launched its probe in august 2016, followed 
seven months later by France’s Parquet National Financier 
(PNF).

it was not immediately clear to what extent the u.S. part 
of any settlement would stick to the separate issue of export 
control violations or include the broader corruption case.

The u.S. Department of Justice has signaled a close interest 
in the bribery affair while mainly allowing Britain’s SFO to 
take the lead, according to people familiar with the matter.

Nor was it clear whether a deal would lead to individual 
prosecutions, which are not covered by corporate plea deals.

Agencies

Airbus agrees to settle corruption 
probes with France, UK and US

Residents in rural Zhenjiang embrace happy life

Ye Minglan recommends her strawberries to visitors.

ISLAMABAD

FOREigN Minister Makh-
doom Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi will be visiting Kenya 
from 29-30 January 2020.  
During the visit, he will hold 
meetings with the Kenyan 
leadership, including Cabi-
net Secretaries for Foreign 
affairs & international Trade, 
african Community and 
Northern Corridor Develop-
ment, Transport and Ports, 
as well as for Trade, industry 
and Cooperatives.

The first-ever Pakistan-
africa Trade Development 
Conference, hosted jointly by 
the Ministries of Commerce 
and Foreign affairs, govern-
ment of Pakistan, will be held 
in Nairobi on 30-31 January 
2020.   Besides Foreign Minis-
ter Qureshi, (pictured) advi-
sor for Commerce, Textiles, 
industry and Production, 
and investments, Mr.abdul 
Razzak Dawood will partici-
pate in the Conference.  Both 
the Foreign Minister and the 
adviser will address the inau-
gural Session.

a part from Kenyan Cabi-
net members, dignitaries 
from other african States 
and Pakistani envoys in af-
rica, the Conference will be 
attended by a strong contin-
gent of business-people and 
entrepreneurs from Paki-
stan, who will interact with 
their african counterparts. in 
all some 300 participants are 
expected to attend.

africa’s increasing inte-
gration growth momentum 
together with Pakistani’s 
potential as a connectivity 
hub have opened multiple 
avenues for win-win collabo-
ration.   The Conference will 
provide a platform for g2g 
and B2B interaction.  it will 
be an important opportu-
nity for Pakistani and african 
businesses to interface, iden-
tify the areas for enhanced 
engagement, and develop 
proposals for customized 
economic collaboration.

The Conference is part of 
Pakistan’s Engage africa ini-
tiative, which is in line with 
Prime Minister imran Khan’s 
vision to forge closer political 
and economic ties with the 
african Continent, and place 
a stringer accent on econom-
ic diplomacy.

Pakistan has been long-
standing partner of africa 
– from extending assistance 
in freedom struggles from 
colonial yoke, to supporting 
peace and security through 
participation in multiple 
peace-keeping operations 
under the uN auspices.

Pakistan enjoys fraternal 
relations with all african 
partners, including Kenya, 
grounded in shared inter-
ests, mutual respect and mu-
tual support.  The Foreign 
Minister’s visit will serve to 
reaffirm the historic ties of 
friendship and further ex-
pand the scope of multi-fac-
eted cooperation

Pakistan reaches 
out to Africa for 

economic relations
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When players need psychological 
training to talk to the media

 By Correspondent MiChael eneza

P
UNDITS are complain-
ing that local Premier 
League players need 
psychological training 

in academies on how to talk to 
the media, in the wake of blister-
ing accusations leveled against a 
top Premier League side that it 
attempted to bribe a player with 
the rival side. It appears to have 
been connected with a much 
vaunted city derby lately, but 
while the player’s observations 
are making club and federation 
officials at committee level run 
helter-skelter to cover the fallout 
from the remarks. It was unclear 
if the matter could be cleared in 
a friendly manner and  someone 
even apologize for the player 
perhaps as immature and the 
case is closed as it is far reaching 
in scope.

There are usually two aspects 
to an admission or simply al-
legations that there was a bribe 
attempt on a player, apparently 
to let in goals or at least one 
goal, and earn a fat pay check. 
The first aspect is whether it is 
true such an event occurred, but 
there is a second aspect, as to 
what is precisely served by say-
ing so in public, as in the latter 
case the reason for saying so, or 
for talking about it, can’t be that 
it took place. There ought to be 
additional interest that is served 
by making out those allegations, 
or by admitting in public that 
such an event took place, clear 
needs.

It is not this kind of inquiry 
which sports pundits were pur-
suing, but rather how unbe-
coming the player is likely to be 
in actually making allegations 
about intent to bribe, in broad 

philadelphia 76ers’ al horford, from left, Kyle o’Quinn, Joel embiid and Ben simmons stand during a tribute for nBa 
basketball player Kobe Bryant before an nBa basketball game against the Golden state Warriors, tuesday, Jan. 28, 
2020, in philadelphia. Bryant wore no. 33 while playing at lower Merion high school. (ap photo)

MelBoUrne

NOVAK Djokovic is ever respectful of “great 
fighter” Roger Federer, but the Serb goes into 
their Australian Open semi-final as clear fa-
vourite after beating the Swiss maestro in 
every Grand Slam meeting since Wimbledon 
2012.

The pair enjoy one of world sport’s great-
est rivalries and will be facing each other on 
Thursday for a 50th time stretching back to 
2006. Djokovic leads 26-23.

While Federer won their last clash at the 
ATP Finals in November, the Serb has a psy-
chological edge at the Slams, beating him in 
all five showdowns since losing in the All Eng-
land club semis eight years ago.

Sixteen-time Grand Slam winner Djokovic 
has also been in fine touch at Melbourne Park 
as he targets a record eighth title, dropping 
just one set en route to the last four.

In contrast, Federer has lived dangerously, 
two points from defeat against John Millman 
in the third round and incredibly saving seven 
match points in his quarter-final against Ten-
nys Sandgren.

Djokovic pointed to Federer’s heroics in 
that epic as to why he can never be written 
off, despite being 38 and in the twilight of his 
career.

“What he did (against Sandgren) was amaz-
ing. He showed me he’s one of the best players 
of all time. I mean, he never gives up. When it 
matters the most, he’s focused and he plays 
his best tennis,” said the world number two.

“He’s a great fighter. Obviously I have lots of 
respect for him.”

Federer and Djokovic have dominated the 
Australian Open for years with the all-con-
quering pair sharing 12 of the last 14 titles.

Djokovic is the defending champion but Fe-
derer won in 2018.

- ‘Pain and problems’ -
“I think conditions suit us well here. Proba-

bly something to do with court speed, feeling 
comfortable down here,” said world number 
three Federer, who is gunning for a 21st Major 
crown.

“I mean, Novak also has gone on all these 
runs like I did for 10 years. He did the same for 
the last 10 years. It helps when you start the 
year off with a bang. We were able to do that 
quite a few times.”

Djokovic insists his record over Federer at 
the Slams since 2012 doesn’t tell the full story, 
pointing to their classic Wimbledon final last 
year.

In that memorable fight, the Swiss had two 
match points and was one shot from victory.

“It’s not like I’ve been dominating the 
match-ups. I’ve had success against him, in 
Grand Slams in particular. But Roger is Rog-
er,” he said.

“You know that he’s always going to play on 
such a high level, regardless of the surface.

“He loves to play these kind of matches, big 
rivalries, semis, finals of Grand Slams. I mean, 
he’ll probably confirm that that’s probably 
the biggest reason why he’s still competing.”

Federer goes into Thursday’s blockbuster 
on Rod Laver Arena after playing 14 gruelling 
sets in his last three matches, but insisted “I 
feel pretty good right now”.

He is also under an injury cloud after a rare 
medical timeout midway through his quarter-
final for a groin strain which hampered his 
movement. He dropped two sets after com-
fortably taking the first, before rallying to 
come through in five.

“I don’t know if you can call it an injury. It’s 
just pain and problems,” he said afterwards.

“Good nights of sleep, doctors, physios. 
Hopefully we’ll find out that it’s actually noth-
ing bad.”

‘Roger is Roger’ - Djokovic not 
underestimating ageless great

roger Federer        novak djokovic

yanga shot stopper ramadhan Kabwili

 By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans (Yanga) head 
coach, Luc Eymael, has warned 
the outfit’s defender, Kelvin Yon-
dani, that no player is bigger than 
the club after the player had sat 
out of training for several days. 

On Sunday, Eymael was once 
again forced to field utility play-
er, Juma Said ‘Makapu’ to partner 
up with Lamine Moro in the cen-
tre back role in a Federation Cup 
fourth round match against visi-
tors Prisons.

Though Bernard Morrison and 
Yikpe Gislain scored on either 
side of half-time to hand Yanga a 

well-deserved 2-0 victory, there 
were question marks about Yon-
dani name missing out even on 
match day squad for a second 
consecutive match.

Responding to a question on 
the absence of Yondani, the 
Belgian gaffer was unhappy with 
the defender’s apparent lack of 
proper communication of his 
whereabouts having claimed he 
had a running stomach. 

“Our second win, I think a 
deserved one. We created a lot 
of big chances. We showed a 
good brand of soccer like we 
did against Azam but today 
we scored again like we did at 

Singida,” he said.
“We could have scored more, 

especially in the first half 
where we had big chances, one 
on one with the goalkeeper. It 
should have been better for us 
in the second half.”  “Fantastic 
assist from Morrison and Yikpe 
was there to score the second 
goal. After that we defended a 
bit more and proceeded a bit 
by counterattacks. Since the 
beginning of the game, we played 
a good brand of soccer against a 
team that is very difficult to play 
with physically,” he added. 

“For Kelvin, you have to know 
that he stayed away from train-

ing for six days. He said he had 
a running stomach. During the 
six days, his phone was off. We 
could not contact Kelvin so he 
was not available for our match 
against Singida.” 

“Against Azam, he said I can’t 
play, I have a running stomach 
and after that I don’t know what 
happened. He came back and 
said I feel better now. People 
have to understand that we have 
to go in the same direction.”

“I don’t play with name, I play 
with the team. Nobody is more 
important than the team. When 
we leave here, Yanga will still be 
here,” he warned.

Eymael issues warning to Yondani

went undetected, which is 
to accept at face value that 
such event could very well 
have taken place, and ipso 
facto, the player is more or 
less being forced to admit it.  
The problem with what the 
pundits are saying is that 
they treat the position tak-
ing a entirely voluntary, that 
it arises out some youthful 
footballer who has not been 
taught how to keep a secret, 
a dastardly secret on what 
going on in club mecha-
nisms on winning matches. 
His affirmations come to 
an impression of match fix-
ing but at a different level, 
clearly.

The question whether 
match fixing is a problem 
that is at times talked about 
was being avoided as it is al-
ways risky to start suggest-
ing that anything like that 
ever happened,  for it car-
ries enormous consequenc-
es for confidence in  the club 
leadership. That is precisely 
what the player’s talkative 
affirmations threatened to 
bring about, and thus all 
and sundry were at a loss 
to figure out why someone 
should explode a bomb of 
this sort at this hour.  What 
is tantalizing is really how 
such revelations or observa-
tions enhance the status of 
the player in his own club, 
as ipso facto he becomes 
the first suspect at a crime 
scene he helped to highlight 
to the police, as it were. If 
the player has a godfather 
behind the claims in the 
club he plays for, it makes 
sense a bit.

If it turns out that this 

is the case, the player be-
comes merely the sharp end 
of a spear, where the power 
throwing the spear is seated 
elsewhere, and it is the club 
that is trying to show confu-
sion and damage the health 
or integrity of their city 
rivals. The reason isn’t at-
tempted match fixing as in 
that context it would be up 
to the player to accept and 
get away with it, or it costs 
him both his club position 
and trust in the soccer fra-
ternity as a whole. But re-
cent skirmishes within the 
red shirts outfit revealed 
deep cleavages which were 
contained just in time, and 
someone might get a bright 
idea to start a prairie fire to 
bring the club to consume 
itself in witch-hunting, at  
own cost.

That is why pundits did 
not need to be as conde-
scending to the player, guid-
ed by the belief that it was 
simply a mistake on his part 
to yell off what is passing in 
his mind, or what he went 
through before the city der-
by, without consulting su-
periors, etc.  Looking at the 
matter critically, it sounds  
like it is well crafted psycho-
logical warfare for it helps 
his club’s integrity and 
harms opponents by throw-
ing a cocktail bomb on their 
doorstep, knowing that they 
are divided enough to fail to 
ignore that provocation and 
move on. Some groups may 
demand an investigation, to 
the delight of their tormen-
tors who brought that issue 
to light, whether it is found-
ed or harebrained.

daylight. What was somewhat objection-
able was that  pundits were making these 
observations as experts, in the sense of 
exercising a sort of condensation upon 
the player, that had he been more trained  
or somewhat more exposed he would not 
have made such remarks, but lack of expo-
sure, or rather education, led to him mak-
ing irreverent remarks. He risks his entire 
career with those remarks.

There was a different line of inquiry that 

MiaMi

IN Philadelphia, Joel Embiid paid tribute to Kobe 
Bryant by wearing one of his jersey numbers.

Brooklyn’s Spencer Dinwiddie and Orlando’s Ter-
rence Ross are showing their respect by no longer 
doing so. Boston’s Kemba Walker is considering 
such a change.

And coaches around the league left their snazzy 
leather shoes in the office Tuesday night, wearing 
Bryant’s signature sneakers instead.

The games are going on - except in Los Angeles, 
for a couple more days anyway. So, too, is the grief 
after the fiery helicopter crash in Southern Califor-
nia on Sunday that took the life of Bryant, his daugh-
ter Gianna and seven others. And the tributes are 
continuing as well, such as the separate decisions 
by Dinwiddie and Ross to no longer wear the No. 8 
that Bryant donned at the start of his NBA career.

‘’We often search for meaning in numbers,’’ Din-
widdie tweeted.

Dinwiddie will now wear No. 26. Ross is going 
back to No. 31. The moves, evidently, are simply 
their way of saying Bryant’s numbers - he wore No. 
8 and No. 24 for the Los Angeles Lakers - should be 
retired. Walker said part of the reason why he isn’t 
sure if he’ll give up the No. 8 is that the Celtics have 
a large amount of already-retired numbers and that 
would limit his options.

Many coaches, including Miami’s Erik Spoelstra 
and Boston’s Brad Stevens and their staffs for the 
Heat-Celtics game in Miami, wore Bryant’s sneak-
ers.

Spoelstra, a father of two young sons, said he 
plans on buying the Kobe sneakers for them to wear 
in a few years.

‘He was special’: The NBA tributes continue for Kobe Bryant 

‘’I’m going to tell them the story of Kobe Bryant 
when they are old enough to understand,’’ Spoel-
stra said. ‘’Those shoes will be a symbol of excel-
lence, work ethic, commitment and class.’’

Jayson Tatum saw all those qualities in Bryant. 
He considered him a friend, mentor, idol, hero.

‘’Everybody knows how much he meant to me,’’ 

Tatum said, his voice barely rising above a whis-
per, his eyes looking down nearly the whole time. 
‘’From somebody I really looked up to, and really 
was like my hero - the reason I started playing bas-
ketball. To becoming a friend and a mentor, some-
body that I could talk to and help me out with a 
bunch of things on and off the court. It’s been a 

tough couple of days.’’
They will stay that way for a lot of 

days.
A lot of days.
The new normal - an NBA world 

where Bryant will never be physi-
cally present again - will continue 
the opening rounds of its evolution 
Wednesday, when the Lakers are 
scheduled to practice and then speak 
with reporters for the first time since 
the tragedy. Basketball returns to Los 
Angeles on Thursday when the Clip-
pers play host to Sacramento. The 
Lakers play at Staples Center on Fri-
day against Portland, in what will un-
doubtedly be a gut-wrenching night 
of emotions.

Tears will be shed that night, just 
as they were Tuesday when Turner 
Sports analysts and former NBA play-
ers Shaquille O’Neal - who won three 
titles with the Lakers alongside Bry-
ant in a superstar pairing like few 
others - and Dwyane Wade seated 
at midcourt to share their memories 
and their anguish.

The Clippers and Lakers were sup-
posed to play there Tuesday. The 
NBA postponed that matchup, for 
obvious reasons. The Lakers just 
weren’t ready to resume playing yet.

Tatum is one of the players in the 
league who got to work out up close 
with Bryant. He had plenty of reasons 
for why he idolized him so much.

‘’His drive, his work ethic to be the 
best, he just made me fall in love with 
him and the game,’’ Tatum said. ‘’I 
loved everything about him and the 
way he carries himself. He was spe-
cial.’’

The NBA All-Star reserve an-
nouncements are Thursday, and it is 
a certainty that the league will come 
up with some way to pay tribute to 
Bryant at All-Star weekend in Chi-
cago.

‘’They will. This is the best league 
in the world,’’ Walker said. ‘’They do 
a great job and they will honor him 
the way they will and the way they’re 
supposed to and the way he deserves 
to be honored. I’m just looking for-
ward to being a part of it.’’

But Brooklyn’s Kevin Durant point-
ed out, probably correctly, that no 
matter what the league comes up 
with, no matter how many players 
change their jersey numbers in Bry-
ant’s memory, no matter how many 
coaches wear his sneakers, no mat-
ter how many Bryant chants echo 
through arenas over the coming days 
and weeks, the gestures will likely fall 
short of capturing what the five-time 
NBA champion truly meant to the 
game, its players and its fans.

‘’Nothing,’’ Durant said, ‘’will ever 
be big enough to truly honor Kobe 
Bryant.’’

AP  
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Trezeguet sparks wild 
celebrations as Aston Villa 
reach League Cup final

 BIRMINGHAM, UNIted KINGdoM

TREZEGUET struck deep into stoppage time to send 
Aston Villa into their first League Cup final for a de-
cade with a 2-1 win over Leicester on Tuesday to prog-
ress 3-2 on aggregate.

Matt Targett’s early opener put Villa in front, but 
Leicester enjoyed the majority of the chances and 
finally found a way past Orjan Nyland when Kelechi 
Iheanacho levelled 18 minutes from time.

However, Villa snatched victory and a trip to Wemb-
ley on March 1 to face Manchester City or Manchester 
United when Trezeguet connected perfectly with fel-
low Egyptian Ahmed Elmohamady’s cross three min-
utes into added time.

“It was emotional for everyone when that goal goes 
in,” said Villa boss Dean Smith, a lifelong fan of the 
club. “Taking this club to Wembley, I will be a very 
proud man.”

Defeat ends Leicester boss Brendan Rodgers’s un-
beaten run of 31 straight domestic cup matches after a 
dominant spell at Celtic and he rued his side’s inabil-
ity to turn their dominance into goals.

“I thought we were excellent in the game. We played 
with a nice control and composure, but their goal-
keeper has made some outstanding saves,” said Rodg-
ers.

“I’m gutted for my players because we put so much 
into the game. I thought at the end there was only one 
team was going to win it, but we switch off at the last 
minute.”

- Nyland saves the day -
The visitors started with top scorer Jamie Vardy on 

the bench as he was eased back into action after a 
glute injury, but the Foxes still blasted out of the traps.

Iheanacho was denied in the first of a string of big 
saves by Nyland in the Villa goal inside the first three 
minutes.

James Maddison then had a hat-trick of efforts, two 
of which brought saves from Nyland.

However, it was Villa who struck first when the im-
pressive Jack Grealish teed up Targett to fire across 
Kasper Schmeichel 12 minutes in.

Nyland may not even have played if Villa’s new 
number one Pepe Reina had been fit to play, but the 
Norwegian was inspired as he then produced his best 
save of the night to turn Youri Tielemans’s piledriver 
onto the bar.

“He (Reina) wasn’t fit so I didn’t have to make that 
decision,” added Smith on who would have played. “I 
knew the quality Orjan has got.”

Maddison was furious he was not awarded a penal-
ty moments later when he saw another effort repelled 
by the arm of Marvelous Nakamba.

- ‘Love a trip to Wembley’ -
Mbwana Samatta was making his Villa debut after 

a £8.5 million ($11 million) switch from Genk, but his 
first experience of Villa Park is not one the Tanzanian 
will remember fondly as he somehow failed to turn 
home another brilliant Grealish delivery early in the 
second half.

That could have proved the knockout blow for 
Leicester, but instead they were very much back in 
the tie when an explosive burst from Harvey Barnes 
teed up Iheanacho to finish.

Just when both sides seemed to be preparing for 
extra-time, Leicester were hit with a sucker punch 
when Elmohamady’s cross was volleyed into the bot-
tom corner by his compatriot.

Trezeguet had to be hauled from the field by Villa 
security personnel after he was mobbed in a pitch 
invasion following the final whistle as the home fans 
celebrated a famous win wildly having spent the last 
three seasons in the Championship.

“I love a trip to Wembley. We’re looking forward to 
it,” said Grealish, who has been instrumental to Villa’s 
improved form in the past few weeks.

 AFP

 By GRAHAM HUNteR, eSPN SPAIN wRIteR 

I
T has reached the stage where 
frankly nobody, not even the 
most hard-line Cules, could 
complain if Lionel Messi 

was preparing to walk away from 
Barcelona without a transfer fee this 
summer. It’s in his contract that he’s 
allowed to do so. I guess that clause 
was negotiated for a situation just 
like the current one and although 
he’s often said that he wants to stay 
on and conquer at Camp Nou, you’d 
understand if he were currently 
changing his mind.

In their past two matches, Barcelona 
have barely looked competitive. They 
inched past a third division Ibiza 
team in the cup and then allowed an 
initially timid Valencia, stripped of 
their best player (suspended captain 
Dani Parejo) and with their second 
best player (Rodrigo) on the bench, 
to outperform them so radically that 
the final score could very easily have 
been 4-0.

Los Che have been on an abysmal 
run of form and, last week, were 
completely humiliated by relegation-
threatened Mallorca. Yet they 
shredded Barcelona.

Messi turns 33 in June. Time is not 
on his side. And since November, as 

Messi cut a forlorn figure in Barca’s defeat at 
Valencia and the boardroom should be worried 
as to his state of mind. (Agencies)

Is Lionel Messi fed up with life at Barcelona?

SOCCER.NEWS

I’ve previously described here, he’s 
been playing as if he’s disenchanted 
or deeply lacking in confidence 
that Barca are going in the right 
direction. It’s beginning to cost him 
and his team heavily.

His most radiant moments -- 
glimpses against Madrid, a hat-trick 
against Mallorca, the winning goal in 
Quique Setien’s home debut, other 
strikes against Alaves and Atleti 
-- have been largely outweighed 
by him looking sluggish, reacting 
slowly to a loose ball, making poor 
choices, being easily robbed and, 
as was the case in the 30 seconds 
leading up to Valencia going ahead 
1-0, miscontrolling the ball.

Just let’s stop for a moment. I fully 
understand the seriousness of what 
I’m saying: Messi slow? Messi easy 
to pickpocket when in possession? 
Messi miscontrolling the ball? Well, 
those are the stark, unarguable 
facts, and have been for nearly two 
months now. Messi looks like he 
looked to me when I watched him 
for the first time ever, playing for 
Barca B back in 2004: a bit down in 
the dumps, perhaps a tad sulky and 

certainly not firing on all cylinders. 
His then-captain subsequently 
told me that Messi was in the huff 
that day, hated being used on 
the left of a 4-2-3-1 formation and 
already certain, as were his B team 
companions, that he should be with 
the first team. It showed.

Back to the present, as it’s showing 
again today. What’s worse still is that 
even when significantly out of form 
and occasionally unrecognisable, 
Messi will often remain Barcelona’s 
most threatening performer.

Now I want to be the first to 
admit it: the strangely diminished 
performances we’ve been 
witnessing since November and the 
demolition of Borussia Dortmund 
might be part physical. Messi 
suffered a difficult preseason 
and may only be suffering a 
physiological dip as a result. That, 
combined with the absence of his 
favourite partner, Luis Suarez, 
might be getting the better of him, 
but those excuses sure don’t seem 
sufficient explanations to me. For 
example, while Barcelona were 
floundering all over the Mestalla 

pitch on Saturday, Messi was part of 
the problem, not the solution.

Everyone is entitled to a run 
of bad form, but Messi is utterly 
essential to the well-being of this 
squad and right now, the slump 
has gone on for far too long to 
be coincidence. However, please 
think back to what happened when 
Arturo Vidal came on 10 minutes 
after half-time in Valencia.

It was a substitution that Setien 
could have made 20 minutes into 
the first half and still not looked like 
a visionary. Indeed, selecting Vidal 
to start looked blindingly obvious 
in the build-up to the match. This 
version of Barcelona can’t really 
do without him, but perhaps the 
Cantabrian coach hasn’t been 
at Barcelona sufficiently long to 
make all the right decisions quickly 
enough? Whatever the issue, Setien 
had better be fully aware that time 
is not your friend at Camp Nou.

Why all the fuss about Vidal? 
Well, because especially in the 
absence of Suarez, the Chilean is 
Messi’s talisman player. With Vidal 
on the pitch, Messi woke up. He 

scampered intelligently, his passes 
hit the target more often, he linked 
again and again with Vidal and until 
Barcelona were ripped asunder 
for the second and decisive goal, 
the match suddenly became a very 
interesting and evenly balanced 
contest.

Watching Messi in that period was 
like watching Popeye, pale and frail 
in the path of Bluto’s physical fury 
seconds earlier, scoff a tin of spinach 
and is suddenly unstoppable. Vidal 
is a clever footballer, a leader and 
a winner; there’s an umbilical 
understanding between him and 
Messi about what they aspire to do 
on the pitch. Messi’s revival when 
his play-partner came on suggests 
that what was ailing him was 
psychological and emotional, not 
physical. He went from “I’m hacked 
off ” to “we can win this now” in the 
space of a substitution.

The thing that’s absolutely vital 
about Vidal is the very component 
explaining why Messi is beginning 
to look so down in the dumps about 
where has, until now, assumed he’ll 
be able to enjoy the “winter” years 
of his career. 



 

champions, extended their 
unbeaten run in this season’s 
league to five matches with a 
hard fought 1-0 away victory 
over Mwadui on January 22, 
courtesy of a goal from striker 
Shaban Chilunda.

The results saw them claim 

35 points and reduce the gap 
with league leaders Simba.

The Azam FC front three of 
Obrey Chirwa, Idd Selemani 
and Chilunda will be looking to 
add to the five goals they have 
each scored in all competitions 
this season. 

In sharp contrast, Mtibwa 
Sugar lost 2-0 to KMC FC in their 
last league outing and they cur-
rently sit in 10th position in the 
standings, just four points clear 
of the relegation zone. 

Mtibwa Sugar, the 2020 Map-
induzi Cup champions, were 

Is Lionel Messi fed up 
with life at Barcelona?

Comprehensive report, page 19

Azam FC looks to continue great 
form against Mtibwa Sugar

 By Correspondent Michael 
Mwebe

A
ZAM FC will 
look to contin-
ue their recent 
great form and 

step up their pursuit of 
leaders Simba when the 
former host Mtibwa Sug-
ar  in a Vodacom Premier 
League match at Uhuru 
Stadium in Dar es Salaam 
today afternoon. With the 
match set to start at 16h00.

Azam FC, the 2013/14 
Mainland Premier League 
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Simba SC condemns 
bribery allegations
By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona 

TANZANIA football  big guns, Simba SC, have refused 
and condemned  match tampering allegations leveled 
by one of Young Africans (Yanga) players against the 
former in Dar es Salaam recently.

Simba have also welcomed speedy action taken by 
Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) to address the 
matter.

Yanga third choice goal keeper Ramadhan Kabwili, in 
a radio interview held in the city early this week, alleged 
that when his team was preparing for a match against 
JKT Tanzania in in the 2018/19 Mainland Premier League 
season he was approached by a person who claimed to 
be one of Simba officials who promised him a brand 
new car, IST model, if the keeper will be shown a yellow 
card in the match.

  Kabwili said he had two other yellow cards and a 
third yellow card meant he was set to miss the next 
match that was set to see Yanga face Simba.

“When we were preparing for our game against JKT 
Tanzania, our team was under the tutelage of Mwinyi 
Zahera. I was approached by a Simba official, who said 
he will give me a brand new IST car if I will be shown 
a yellow card in our match against JKT ,’’ he disclosed.

They wanted me to miss our team’s next match against 
Simba and my fellow keeper, Klaus Kindoki, should be 
on goals, they said Kindoki is easily beatable.’’

  The keeper further said unfortunately, Yanga lost 
to JKT and later on suffered 1-0 to Simba, with Kabwili 
being one of Yanga’s starting players.

  However, the allegations did not please Simba SC 
who through their Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Senzo 
Mbatha, have written a letter saying they are not happy 
with the allegations.

Simba said the statements issued by the player are 
despicable, disrespectful and tantamount to severe 
allegations of match tampering.

The club said the allegations by Kabwili have severe 
implications on the integrity of his club, the squad’s 
leaders and also the credibility of the Premier League 
and football in the country.

  Part of the letter from Mbatha said; “The club 
notes with regret the statement made by the player, 
Kabwili, on January 27 2020, which Simba SC refuses 
and condemns, These statements have severe, adverse 
implications on the integrity of Simba and its leaders.’’

‘’The credibility of the league and football in Tanzania 
as a whole will be put into question if such statement 
are not dealt with decisively,” said part of the letter.

It further said; “Simba SC welcomes the speed at 
which the Tanzania Football Federation (TFF) has 
swiftly addressed and taken the matter up as the 
relevant authority.’’

“Simba SC trusts that this matter is in the right hands 
and shall be dealt with appropriately with speed.” 

Yanga were also reported to have summoned the 
player on the matter.

Yanga’s vice-chairman, Fredrick Mwakalebela, was 
reported on the local media saying that his club has 
summoned the player so as to know the truth of the 
matter.

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

Malinyi District Commissioner, Mathayo Francis Maselle, speaks to Malinyi FC players shortly before they 
had featured in training session in Morogoro recently. The club is battling it out in the Regional Third Division 
League, which involves six squads. PHOTO; MICHAEL SIKAPUNDWA

bundled out of this season’s Federa-
tion Cup last weekend having lost to 
minnows Sahare All Stars who play in 
the Second Division League. 

In head-to-head stats, Azam FC and 
Mtibwa Sugar have met in 18 league 
matches since 2009. 

Azam FC, nicknamed ‘the Ice 
Cream Makers’, have claimed nine 
wins compared to three for Mtibwa 
Sugar while six matches have been 
drawn. 

When Azam FC hosted Mtibwa Sug-
ar back in May, the Chamazi-based gi-
ants came out on top 2-0 thanks to 
goals from Donald Ngoma and Enock 
Atta Agyei in either half of the match 
played at Azam Complex. 

Azam FC have also claimed five 
wins from home league matches 
against Zuberi Katwila charges, suf-
fering just one draw in the process 
and will be favourite to bag three 
points once again. 

Katwila’s men, despite all their 
faults, are very much capable of 
holding their own against Azam FC. 

With a good blend of experienced 
players like Abdulhalim Humud, 
Henry Shindika and Shaban Kado 
and young blood in Dickson Job, 
Awadh Salum and Kibwana Shomari, 
Mtibwa Sugar certainly have a squad 
good enough to go pound for pound 
with their more resourced oppo-
nents.

By Correspondent Michael 
Sikapundwa,Morogoro

MALINYI District 
Commissioner, Mathayo 
Francis Maselle, has said 
poor pitch at Saba Saba 
venue in Morogoro town 
has contributed to poor 
results the district’s soccer 
team, Malinyi FC, has 
posted in the Regional 
Third Division League.

Malinyi FC conceded 
two losses in the league’s 
clashes, which took place 
early this week.

In the first match, the 
squad conceded 1-0 defeat 
to 512 KJ side and the 
former then lost 2-1 to 
Mkundi FC.

Malinyi FC, making their 
debut in the event, have 
joined other five teams 
namely 515 KJ, Mkundi FC, 
Saba Saba FC, Challenge FC 
and Moro Kids.

Maselle, Malinyi FC 
patron, noted that 
downpour that came on the 
22nd minute of the clash 
made it difficult for Malinyi 
FC to put impressive 
performance because the 
condition made the pitch 
slippery.

The official pointed 
out his district has good 
pitches, as opposed to the 
Saba Saba venue, in which 
grass has so far covered 
30 per cent of the playing 
area.

The venue’s condition, 
he added, made it difficult 
for the district’s team’s 
players to put their skills to 
show and eventually post 
victory.

“This is one of big 
challenges my district’s 

Poor pitch fails Malinyi FC in Regional League

squad faces, the players fail 
to showcase their potential. 
I trust them, most of them 
are school students, they 
have speed given they are 
taking part in daily fitness 
exercises,’’ he disclosed.  

He noted Malinyi FC had 
matched 512 KJ team in 
terms of possession, insisting 
much as the army outfit are 
experienced campaigners in 
the competition, they were 
forced to knuckle down to 
their win.

“We opted for substitutions 
in an effort to enable 
our squad cope with the 
Regional Third D League 
games because the team 
has no exposure, the event 
is not played in home and 
away format, we are playing 

for the first time but the 
youngsters didn’t let us 
down,’’ he disclosed.

‘’We promised to see to 
it the side’s players hone 
their tactics and techniques 
after the completion of the 
league.’’

Malinyi District 
Administrative Secretary 
(DAS), Lameck Lusesa, who 
is as well one of Malinyi FC 
technical panel members, 
pointed out the squad 
is eager to step up their 
performance in the league.

Lusesa revealed his district 
is putting a lot of efforts in 
producing U-15 soccer teams 
in an effort to come up with 
second string side for Malinyi 
FC.

“District teams normally 

lose their players to top 
domestic outfits, in an effort 
to deal with the trend we 
have opted to nurture players 
that will feature for Malinyi 
FC once the experienced 
players are sold,’’ he pointed 
out.

He said Malinyi FC ground 
out good results in several 
friendly encounters, which 
took place in Malinyi 
recently.

The squad had cruised 
to a 2-1 win over Simba B 
FC and the former later 
on clobbered Dodoma’s 
Fountain Academy 5-1.

Limited budget is also 
affecting Malinyi FC’s 
participation in the league, 
as disclosed by the squad’s 
officials.

Azam FC striker Obrey Chirwa (L) gets past Mtibwa Sugar defender Cassian Ponera in a recent Mainland Premier 
League clash, which took place at Manungu Stadium in Morogoro. PHOTO; COURTESY OF MAHMOUD ZUBEIRY

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

YOUNG Africans (Yanga) head coach, Luc 
Eymael, has warned the outfit’s defender, Kelvin 
Yondani, that no player is bigger than the club after 
the player had sat out of training for several days. 

On Sunday, Eymael was once again forced to 
field utility player, Juma Said ‘Makapu’ to partner 
up with Lamine Moro in the centre back role in 
a Federation Cup fourth round match against 
visitors Prisons.

Though Bernard Morrison and Yikpe Gislain 
scored on either side of half-time to hand Yanga 
a well-deserved 2-0 victory, there were question 
marks about Yondani name missing out even on 
match day squad for a second consecutive match.

Responding to a question on the absence of 
Yondani, the Belgian gaffer was unhappy with the 
defender’s apparent lack of proper communication 
of his whereabouts having claimed he had a 
running stomach. 

“Our second win, I think a deserved one. We 
created a lot of big chances. We showed a good 
brand of soccer like we did against Azam but today 
we scored again like we did at Singida,” he said.

“We could have scored more, especially in the 
first half where we had big chances, one on one 
with the goalkeeper. It should have been better for 
us in the second half.” 

“Fantastic assist from Morrison and Yikpe 
was there to score the second goal. After that 
we defended a bit more and proceeded a bit by 
counterattacks. Since the beginning of the game, 
we played a good brand of soccer against a team 
that is very difficult to play with physically,” he 
added. 

“For Kelvin, you have to know that he stayed 
away from training for six days. He said he had a 
running stomach. During the six days, his phone 
was off. We could not contact Kelvin so he was not 
available for our match against Singida.” 

“Against Azam, he said I can’t play, I have a 
running stomach and after that I don’t know what 
happened. He came back and said I feel better now. 
People have to understand that we have to go in 
the same direction.”

“I don’t play with name, I play with the team. 
Nobody is more important than the team. When 
we leave here, Yanga will still be here,” he warned.

Eymael issues 
warning to Yondani
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