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MNH staff 
bid farewell 
to Dr John 
Rwegasha, 
shifting to 
Addis Ababa 
 By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

THE Muhimbili National Hospital 
(MNH) director of medical services, Dr. 
John Rwegasha, has been appointed to 
head the medical services division at 
the African Union (AU) Commission.

Dr. Rwegasha, who graduated at Mak-
erere University in 1998, has worked 
with Muhimbili for 11 years. He was 
nominated for the position at the end of 
last year and is set to begin his new role 
early next month at the Addis Ababa 
head offices of the AUC

The staff and management at MNH 
held a farewell event for the nominee 
over the weekend, where Dr Rwegasha

 By Guardian Reporter

THE responsible 
commissions have 
started to work to 

ensure fairness and trans-
parency in the process to 
the general elections later 
this year, the government 
has assured.

Zanzibar President Dr 
Hussein Ali Mwinyi made 
this declaration yesterday 
at the climax of events to 
mark 61 years of the Zanzi-
bar Revolution at the Gom-
bani Stadium in Pemba.

He urged residents to en-
gage in the upcoming elec-
tions with intent to uphold 
the peace, underlining that 
the responsible commis-
sions have started to work 
to ensure a harmonious 
process. 

He appealed to political 

leaders, religious groups 
and the public to maintain 
peace and unity as the na-
tion prepares for the polls, 
noting that peace is crucial 
for achieving the country’s 
development goals.

“We must ensure our 
country conducts a peace-
ful and fair election, before, 
during and after the pro-
cess,” he stated, affirming 
that the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) and the Zanzi-
bar Electoral Commission 
(ZEC) have started to take 
measures to ensure that the 
process goes well.

The celebrations were 
attended by thousands of 
Zanzibaris and scores of 
resident and visiting Main-
landers, with various lo-
cal and foreign dignitaries 
turning out for the colour-

ful occasion among them 
Union President Samia Su-
luhu Hassan.

The event was charmed 
with festivities highlighting 
the Isles’ optimism for the 
future, with Vice President 
Dr Philip Mpango, Zanzibar 
First Vice President Oth-
man Masoud Othman, Sec-
ond Vice President Hemed 
Suleiman Abdullah among 
the high-profile leaders at-
tending the final event.

In his relatively sparse 
remarks, President Mwinyi 
reflected on Zanzibar’s 
significant transformation 
over the past years, hailing 
strong economic growth, 
increased investments and 
infrastructure develop-
ment.

By Guardian Reporter

COOPERATION is be-
ing fostered between the 
Union and Zanzibar gov-
ernments in economic 
and social development, 
including close monitor-
ing of immigration activ-
ity, the government has 
stated.

Deputy Prime Minister 
Dr Doto Biteko made the 
remarks over the week-
end when laying foun-
dation stone for an Im-
migration Department 
building at Micheweni in 
Pemba, as part of events 
to mark 61 years of the 
Zanzibar Revolution, 
reaching its peak yester-

day.
He said Zanzibaris and 

those on the Mainland 
have every reason to be 
proud of the tremen-
dous progress achieved 
over the six decades of 
the revolution.

Remarkable strides 
in delivering economic, 
political and social de-
velopment have been 
made, owing to the vi-
sionary leadership of the 
founding fathers, Sheikh 
Abeid Amani Karume 
and Mwalimu Julius Ny-
erere, he said.

The construction of 
offices and accommo-
dation for Immigration 
staff is clear demonstra-

tion of the commitment 
to improve working con-
ditions, ensuring that 
officers are equipped to 
fulfil their duties effec-
tively, he stated.

Salama Khatib, the 
Pemba North regional 
commissioner, praised 
President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan for successful 
implementation of large-
scale development pro-
jects. Zanzibaris steadily 
take pride in the benefits 
of the revolution, thus 
it is crucial for the pub-
lic to stay informed and 
united in order to pro-
tect the security of the 
nation, the RC under-
lined.

Hamza Hassan Juma, 
the Policy, Coordination 
and House of Repre-
sentatives state minister 
in the Second Vice-Pres-
ident’s Office, said that 
ongoing development 
projects in Micheweni 
District have helped lift 
many residents out of 
poverty.

Improvements to the 
road and water infra-
structure will create new 
employment opportuni-
ties contributing to eco-
nomic growth, he said, 
urging the Immigration 
Department to think of 
residential plot for its 
staff as different from of-
fice spaces. This would 

enhance their privacy, 
he said.

Dr Anna Makakala, the 
Immigration Services 
commissioner-general, 
expressed satisfaction 
with major improve-
ments in department’s 
welfare and working 
conditions over the past 
few years.

Innocent Bashungwa, 
the Home Affairs min-
ister, assured that the 
government is work-
ing to improve working 
conditions in the de-
partment. Officers need 
to be better equipped 
“to provide exceptional 
services to the public,” 
he added.

‘Immigration Dept mirrors 
Union, Z’bar cooperation’

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi waves to the audience at the climax of the weeklong events to mark 61 years of Zanzibar 
Revolution at Gombani Stadium in Chakechake, Pemba South Region yesterday. Left is President Samia Suluhu Hassan. Photo: State 
House 

PM in attendance as Museveni 
praises Tanzania’s grain sector
 By Guardian Reporter

THREE Heads of State and a 
number of heads of government 
were in attendance at the week-
end in the Ugandan capital of 
Kampala to reflect on progress 
since the 2014 Malabo Declara-
tion on transforming the agri-
cultural sector.

President William Ruto left 
Nairobi for Uganda for the one 
day visit where he attended the 
summit while his Burundian 

counterpart, Evariste Nday-
ishimiye also turned up for the 
meeting, joining host President 
Yoweri Museveni, a noted ad-
vocate of intensification of re-
gional trade in grain and other 
products.

Prime Minister Kassim Majali-
wa stood in for President Samia 
Suluhu Hassan at the meeting 
billed as the African Union (AU) 
extraordinary summit of Heads 
of State, intended to generate 
commitments for the conti-

nent’s agricultural compact for 
the next ten years.

Delegates were expected to 
endorse the African Agricul-
tural Development Programme 
(CAADP 2026 - 2035), with lead-
ers of delegations pledging to 
work on agricultural research 
and fostering collaboration with 
the private sector.

 Tanzania expressed aspira-
tions to become a vital com-
ponent of food production in 
Africa, noting its efforts to reach 

objectives of the Malabo Decla-
ration, in its demand that Afri-
can nations allocate at least 10 
percent of their annual budgets 
to agriculture. 

His remarks received a boost 
from host President Museveni, 
who urged easing cross country 
trade in grain, praised Tanzania 
for producing high-quality rice 
in particular that is popular in 

Mwinyi: Electoral commissions 
working to ensure polls fairness
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Iringa District Commissioner Kheri James (3rd R) hands over a poultry hatchery machine to George Longwa from Kilolo District on Saturday. A total 
of 25 youth received the equipment provided by Feed the Future Tanzania project to enhance agriculture and livestock production in Iringa Region. 
Photo: Correspondent Francis Godwin 

Ushetu Constituency MP Emmanuel Cherehani (C), in discussion with leaders during a fundraising event for the construction of a girls’ dormitory at Chona Secondary School in 
Ushetu, Kahama District at the weekend. On his left is Secondary Education Officer, Emmanuel Malima and on his right is CCM Chairman in Shinyanga Region, Mabala Mlolwa. 

 paid gratitude for the insti-
tution for enabling him to ex-
cel in the highly competitive 
recruitment process.

Candidates from seven Afri-
can nations were considered, 
he said, while MNH execu-
tive director Prof. Mohamed 
Janabi, who is also presidential 
advisor on health and medical 
services, hailed the top MNH 
staffer for the nomination, 
wishing him successo in his 
new functions. 

He tasked him with effective-
ly representing Tanzania while 

advancing the health sector 
across Africa at the commis-
sion, where the seasoned gas-
troenterologist and hepatolo-
gist will be based.

He said Dr Rwegasha estab-
lished a center for training 
and treating digestive and liver 
diseases at MNH in 2013 and 
served as its head until 2018. 

He was then to lead the 
internal medicine depart-
ment, overseeing eleven units, 
whereupon in October 2022 
he became the medical servic-
es director, overseeing seven 
departments, he said.

His professional profile indi-

cates that he earned the bach-
elor’s degree in medicine from 
Makerere University, now re-
classified as a doctor of medi-
cine qualification, a master’s 
degree in medicine from Aga 
Khan University in Kenya, and 
a master’s degree in science 
and leadership from Mzumbe 
University. 

Additionally, he holds a di-
ploma in health management 
from the University of Wash-
ington in the United States, 
along with several other pro-
fessional qualifications from 
universities in the United King-
dom and South Africa.

MNH staff bid farewell to Dr John 
Rwegasha, shifting to Addis Ababa
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Ugandan markets.
The premier said that Tanzania’s 

agricultural strategy is focused on 
producing enough food to meet do-
mestic needs and obtain an export 
surplus.

The high-level event was focused 
on adopting the Kampala Declara-
tion, a roadmap designed to trans-
form Africa’s agri-food systems and 
address hunger, poverty and food 
insecurity through agriculture-led 
development. 

 “Our agriculture is no longer sub-
sistence-based; it is now a thriving 
commercial sector,” he said, while 
President Museveni urged African 
nations to compete on quality, high-
lighting Tanzania’s rice as a prime 
example.

He described Tanzanian rice as su-
perior quality and more affordable, 
encouraged participating countries 
to elevate agricultural production 
standards.

“At one point, they tried to stop me 
from importing rice from Tanzania, 
but I told them to focus on compet-
ing in producing quality products,” 
the Ugandan leader explained.

Adding value to agricultural prod-
ucts before export is vital in order to 
boost productivity and create em-
ployment, particularly for the youth, 
he said.

President Museveni cited global 
coffee trade, affirming that in Ugan-
da, a kilogramme of raw coffee is 
sold for two U.S. dollars, while the 
processed version fetches $40 per 
kilogramme.

“We are losing jobs and revenue 
by selling unprocessed agricultural 
products. We must add value to our 
crops. It is discouraging to see Afri-
can countries continue exporting 
raw materials; this must change,” he 
declared.

Moussa Faki Mahamat, the chair-
man of the African Union Commis-

sion (AUC), underscored the need to 
involve young people in agriculture, 
while also developing strong strate-
gies to ensure that African nations 
can achieve food security.

“Why does Africa still suffer from 
hunger when we have so much ar-
able land? We must involve youth 
in agriculture because food security 
and nutrition are still pressing chal-
lenges. Too many of us still grapple 
with issues of food access and qual-
ity nutrition. We need to change,” he 
stated.

Bjørg Sandkjaer, the Norwegian 
Development Cooperation minister 
representing the development part-
ners, acknowledged that despite the 
progress made, challenges persist in 
reaching target populations.

The development partners will 
foster collaboration with African 
states to ensure the Kampala Decla-
ration leads to lasting improvements 
in food security and nutrition across 
Africa, he said.

In a preliminary meeting, agricul-
ture ministers endorsed the next 
phase of the African Agricultural De-
velopment Programme, focusing on 
integrated food production systems.

This demands improved infra-
structure, education and health, 
to ease agriculture sector growth, 
where Tanzania suggested the need 
for a comprehensive approach to ag-
riculture.

This is essential for food sovereign-
ty, along with investments in agricul-
ture tied to environmental sustain-
ability, the premier noted.

Former president Jakaya Kikwete, 
Agriculture minister Hussein Bashe, 
Water minister Jumaa Aweso, also at-
tended, along with Shamata Shaame 
Khamis, the Agriculture, Irrigation, 
Natural Resources and Livestock 
minister for Zanzibar, Foreign Affairs 
and East African Cooperation depu-
ty minister Dennis Londo and Live-
stock and Fisheries deputy minister 
Alexander Mnyeti.

Premier in attendance 
as Museveni praises 
Tanzania’s grain sector

FROM PAGE 1

He paid tribute to the founders of the revolu-
tion for their vital role in bringing about posi-
tive change, urging citizens to persistently hon-
our their contributions.

The Zanzibar president’s call for peace and 
security was a reminder of the importance of 
unity and mutual trust in shaping a prosperous 
future for both parts of the union, observers 
noted.

The president pointed at significant achieve-
ments, including maintaining peace, unity and 
solidarity as well as boosting the economy, 
pointing at durable peace and solidarity as 
monumental achievement during the six dec-
ades of the revolution.

He said the Isles economy grew by 5.1 percent 
in 2021, having descended to 1.3 percent during 
the 2020 pandemic year, while annual inflation 
had remained below 5.08 percent.

Increased registration of investment projects 
and improvements in social services, including 
education, health and infrastructure are also in 
evidence, while the development of infrastruc-
ture, business growth plus the strengthening of 
democracy and good governance are equally 
visible, he said.

Second Vice President Abdullah hailed Presi-
dent Mwinyi for efforts to transform the Isles, 
crediting President Samia with fostering na-
tional development through strategic projects.

The Revolution Day is the most important 
event in the Isles calendar, celebrated across a 
whole week with military parade at the climax, 
after cultural events and entertainment shows.

The Zanzibar Revolution early in 1964 over-
threw the sultan of Zanzibar, a descendant of 
the Omani royal family which for more than a 
century had intermarried with local people.

The revolution involved some allied groups 
loyal to Afro-Shirazi Party leader Sheikh Abeid 
Amani Karume, who proclaimed the new Peo-
ple’s Republic of Zanzibar, and instantly recog-
nised by neighbouring Tanganyika and a num-
ber of communist states at the time.

Mwinyi: Electoral 
commissions are 
working to ensure 
elections fairness

 By Guardian Reporter

 DEVELOPMENT partners have 
urged for greater focus on repro-
ductive health, adolescents, chil-
dren and strategies to combat mal-
nutrition, calling for the issues to be 
key pillars in the draft of the Nation-
al Development Vision 2050.

 Speaking at  the partnership 
event for development stakehold-
ers in Dar es Salaam over the week-
end, Deputy Representative of the 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA), Melissa McNeil-Barrett, 
highlighted the pivotal role of 
health in achieving sustainable and 

inclusive development.
 She explained that population 

dynamics are closely linked to in-
vestments in youth health and 
education, which are crucial for 
fostering social and national devel-
opment.

“It is vital to ensure that women 
have the opportunity to effectively 
plan their families, which helps re-
duce fertility rates and increases 
the chances of the next generation 
reaching their full potential,” she 
said.

McNeil-Barrett also emphasised 
that investment in reproductive 
health and prevention of non-com-

municable diseases is essential for 
improving quality of life and ensur-
ing the welfare of society at large.

She pointed out that 20 percent 
of maternal deaths occur among 
adolescents, stressing the need for 
urgent and decisive action to ad-
dress and eliminate this issue.

Furthermore, she called for a par-
ticular focus on ensuring access to 
health information and services for 
adolescents, stating that this is cru-
cial in preventing challenges such 
as unintended pregnancies and oth-
er reproductive health issues.

McNeil-Barrett also commended 
the government for its efforts in pre-

paring the draft vision, noting that 
it provides a strong foundation for 
addressing the social and economic 
challenges facing the nation, while 
urging further improvements in ar-
eas related to reproductive health, 
children, and adolescents.

Ronald Tran Ba Huy, World Food 
Programme (WFP) Country Direc-
tor underscored the importance of 
the agriculture sector, social protec-
tion and strategies to reduce mal-
nutrition as key areas for strength-
ening in the National Development 
Vision 2050.

He explained that the agricul-
ture sector plays a significant role 

in youth employment and regional 
economic growth.

“Tanzania is already a food basket 
for this region, but it has the poten-
tial to be an even greater one. WFP 
purchases many local products for 
its regional operations, so there is 
significant opportunity to expand 
this sector,” Tran Ba Huy said.

He also stressed the need to in-
corporate disaster preparedness 
projects into development policies.

“We are not only talking about 
large-scale infrastructure but also 
social projects and preparedness 
for the challenges posed by climate 
change,” he said.

Tran Ba Huy further highlighted 
the importance of strengthening 
social protection systems to effec-
tively respond to emergencies, ex-
plaining that the systems should be 
equipped to address sudden chal-
lenges as part of broader develop-
ment strategies.

One of the major challenges he 
identified was the high levels of mal-
nutrition among children, noting 
that the issue hinders children from 
reaching their full potential.

“We are eager to collaborate with 
you to ensure that the issue of re-
ducing malnutrition is prioritised in 
this vision,” he said.

Development partners urge focus on reproductive health

FROM PAGE 1



 By Guardian Correspondent, Ikungi

THE government has issued 762 
Certificates of Customary Rights of 
Occupancy (CCROs) to residents of 
Ikungi District in Singida Region, aimed 
at reducing land disputes and empower 
women by addressing patriarchal 
barriers to land ownership.

The certificates were handed over by 
Minister for Lands, Housing, and Human 
Settlements Development, Deogratius 
Ndejembi,who emphasised their role 
in legally defining land boundaries and 
promoting economic stabilities.

“When people hear about the Ministry 
of Lands, they often associate it with 
disputes. Our mission is to ensure people 
live peacefully on their land,” he said.

Ndejembi pledged government efforts 
to secure funding for wider issuance of 
land ownership documents, viewing 
it as key to resolving land conflicts 
nationwide.

“We are going to survey all villages to 
implement proper land-use planning. 
We aim to change the perception of 
the ministry which synonymous with 
disputes,” he added.

Ikungi District Commissioner 
Thomas Apson highlighted limited 
understanding of land laws as a major 

challenge contributing to conflicts and 
urged leaders to avoid exercabating land 
disputes.

“The issuance of these certificates 
addresses such conflicts. We thank 
the ministry for providing supportive 
infrastructure aligned with land-use 
plans,” he said.

Justice Kijazi, Executive Director 
of Ikungi District Council, noted that 
cultural practices in the district often 
deny women land ownership rights.

“By 2020, only 5 percent of land in 
Ikungi District was owned by women,” 
he said.

Kijazi reported that 12 villages, 
including Kipumbwiko, Wibia, Puma, 
Samaka and Matongo, have benefited 
from   land-use project supporting 
proper planning and resource allocation.
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The issuance of these 
certificates addresses 
such conflicts. We thank 
the ministry for provid-
ing supportive infra-
structure aligned with 
land-use plans Residents of Mlima Njiwa Village in Mbugani Ward of Chunya District, Mbeya Region, look at the carcasses of cattle belonging to a local herder. 

The animals were reportedly believed to have died after drinking water contaminated with toxic chemicals discharged from one of the gold 
processing plants on Saturday. Photo: Correspondent Nebart Msokwa 

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, 

Dodoma

THE Agricultural Seed 
Agency (ASA) has signed a 
contract with youth for the 
second phase Building a Bet-
ter Tomorrow: Youth Initiative 
for Agribusiness (BBT-YIA) for 
production of maize seeds.

Under the agreement, the 
state-owned seed multiplica-
tion agency has tasked the 

youth involved in the project 
to produce over 8,400 tonnes 
of C105 maize variety kernels.

Each youth participant is ex-
pected to produce high-yield-
ing maize seeds on a 10-acre 
plot, with an expected harvest 
of two tonnes per acre.

As part of the second phase 
of the project in Dodoma Re-
gion, a total of 420 youth will 
produce maize seeds at   Ndo-
goye farm in Chamwino Dis-
trict, covering 4,200 acres this 

season.
Yesterday, the selected 

youth from various regions 
began arriving in Dodoma in 
preparation for the produc-
tion process.

Expressing their expecta-
tions, the   participants shared 
optimism that the initiative 
would not only boost food se-
curity in the country but also 
improve their livelihoods.

Daniel Buu, a young farmer 
from Babati District in Man-

yara Region, praised the gov-
ernment for theproject, not-
ing that it plays a significant 
role to   empower youth eco-
nomically.

Lumbo Yohana, another 
young farmer from Chamwi-
no District in Dodoma Region, 
stated that the project offers 
a viable solution to the chal-
lenge of youth unemployment 
in the country.

“This project brings togeth-
er youth from diverse social 

and educational backgrounds 
under the same initiative, cre-
ating an opportunity to learn 
from each other about key ag-
ricultural production issues,” 
said Joseph Tito, a farmer 
from Mwanza Region.

During the first phase of the 
project in Dodoma, ASA en-
tered into a contract with 260 
youth to produce sunflower 
oil seeds at Chinangali II seed 
farm in Chamwino District.

Through the agreement, the 

youth produced sunflower 
seeds (record variety) over a 
300-acre plot.

The initiative, running from 
2022 to 2030, was designed 
by the Ministry of Agriculture 
in partnership with key in-
stitutions to enhance youth 
engagement in agriculture 
for sustainable and improved 
livelihoods. The initiative fo-
cuses on training and men-
toring youth through diverse 
programmes.

BBT-YIA project was for-
mulated through a participa-
tory approach, involving the 
government, private sector, 
development partners and 
other stakeholders. It is meant 
to contribute to achieving the 
Agenda 10/30, which aims to 
increase youth employment 
by one million and achieve 10 
percent growth rate in agricul-
ture sector by 2030.

ASA inks contact with BBT-YIA youth to produce over 8,400 tonnes of maize seeds

Residents get land ownership 
documents to check conflicts 

KPMG East Africa is pleased to announce 
the appointment of Fabiola Ssebuyoya 
as a Tax Partner effective 1 January 
2025. Fabiola will be based in KPMG in 
Tanzania. 
 
Fabiola has over 13 years of professional 
experience. Throughout her career, she 
has gained an in-depth understanding 
of tax matters across various sectors, 
including extractive industries, 
telecommunications, manufacturing, 

dispute resolution. 
 
As a thought leader, Fabiola has participated in tax policy 
reforms on behalf of Business Associations in Tanzania and 
has published several articles on the adoption of best tax 
practices. 
 
Fabiola holds a Bachelor of Commerce in Accounting (Hons) 

Advanced Course in Value Added Tax (NQF Level: 8) from 

Public Accountant in Tanzania (CPA(T)) and a member of the 

New partner appointment

private English company limited by guarantee. All rights reserved.
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Deputy Prime Minister and Energy Minister Dr. Doto Biteko (R) and Home Affairs Minister Innocent Bashungwa 
(2nd L) lay the foundation stone for the Immigration Office building in Micheweni District, Pemba, as part of 
celebrations to mark 61st anniversary of Zanzibar Revolution on Saturday.. Photo: DPMO

 By Guardian Correspondent, Bahi

RESIDENTS of Mayamaya Village 
in Bahi District, Dodoma Region, 
have protested  takeover of 27-acre 
school plot given to an investor  as 
compensation for building a sec-
ondary school for the village.

This has led to a tense dispute be-
tween the government, the investor 
and the villagers after the 27 acres 
of land belonging to Mayamaya Pri-
mary School were allocated with-
out the villagers’ endorsement.

Some residents of the village 
claimed here at the weekend that 
the land was taken without proper 
consultation and that it was not 
part of the agreement, urging law 
enforcers   to intervene and investi-
gate the matter.

At the weekend, residents gath-
ered and removed new boundary 
beacons separating the school land 
from the area being taken by the in-
vestor whom they accused of using 
a bulldozer to destroy crops plant-
ed by pupils at the school.

Mayamaya Primary School, locat-
ed near the residence of Vice Presi-
dent Dr. Philip Mpango, is one of the 
few schools with large areas, esti-
mated to cover 55 acres which are 
being used for agricultural projects.

Iren Mwenda, Chairperson of 
Mayamaya Primary School commit-
tee, said that there was no informa-
tion about the land being taken, and 
he was surprised to see an individu-
al (the investor) bringing in a tractor 

to destroy  crops planted by pupils, 
with the investor claiming they had 
trespassed  his land. 

He explained that the land taken 
by the investor is on the roadside, 
and it is claimed that the investor 
intends to build a private school.  

“A few individuals agreed to sell 
institutional land under the guise of 
building a secondary school. Mean-
while, in this ward, we have a sec-
ondary school where classrooms 
are not full. Worse, they schemed 
to transfer the former headmaster 
who was agaisnt the plan and that’s 
how they succeeded,” said Mwenda.

Speaking about the construction 
of the secondary school, he said 
that from the start, residents were 
involved and contributed their la-
bour after they were informed that 
a donor had volunteered to build 
them a school.

“However, we were not involved 
in public meetings and there was 
no explanation that the donor was 
taking the school’s land as part of 
his costs,” he added.

Regarding the ongoing dispute, 
acting Bahi District Commissioner 
Janeth Mayanja urged the reporter 
to seek clarification from Bahi Dis-
trict Executive Director as she was 
not very familiar with the issue.

Bahi District Executive Direc-
tor Zainabu Mlawa acknowledged 
awareness of the dispute but ex-
plained that the investor was legally 
given the school land during a pub-
lic meeting that discussed the inten-
tion to build a secondary school 
which would be handed over to the 
government. She confirmed that 
the project was still underway.

Former Bahi District Commis-
sioner, Godwin Gondwe (currently 
Singida District Commissioner) had 
previously halted the construction 
of the secondary school due to what 
he termed violation of procedures.

Regarding procedures for allo-
cating public land to private indi-
viduals, Mlawa said she was still 
following up   if there had been any 
violations.

Angry villagers protest takeover 
of school land ‘unprocedurally’

 ABUJA 

CLOSE to $53m (£43m) 
in alleged illicit funds re-
covered from Nigeria’s 
former oil minister Dieza-
ni Alison-Madueke among 
others will be used to 
fund public services, the 
country’s justice ministry 
says.

The money is being 
sent back to Nigeria from 
the US, whose authori-
ties allege that Alison-Ma-
dueke enriched herself, 
and others, while leading 
Nigeria’s state oil firm by 
awarding contracts in ex-
change for bribes.

The US alleged that the 
money was then used 
to buy a 65-metre super 
yacht called the Galactica 
Star plus multiple luxury 
properties in California 
and New York.

Alison-Madueke, 64, 
has always denied all al-
legations of wrongdoing.

Her alleged ill-gotten 

gains are also under scru-
tiny in the UK, where two 
years ago she was charged 
with bribery offences 
including gifts of Louis 
Vuitton luxury goods, 
payment of private school 
fees, and at least $127,000 
in cash.

A key figure in the ad-
ministration of former 
President Goodluck Jona-
than, she also served as 
the first female president 
of the oil exporters group 
Opec.

Her time as Nigeria’s 
minister of petroleum re-
sources began in 2010 and 
ended in 2015. She previ-
ously served as transport 
minister, and the minis-
ter for solid minerals and 
steel development.

The US Department 
of Justice announced in 
2023 the final resolution 
of two civil cases on the 
forfeiture of assets that 
were reportedly laun-
dered in and through the 

US by Alison-Madueke 
and her associates.

On Friday, the US and 
Nigeria confirmed that 
the sum of $52.88m would 
be repatriated to the West 
African nation.

This will be the first 
repatriation to Nigeria of 
assets outside the West 
African country linked 
to Alison-Madueke, the 
Reuters news agency re-
ports.

Speaking at the formal 
signing ceremony in the 
Nigerian capital, Abuja, 
Attorney-General and 
Minister of Justice, Lateef 
Fagbemi, said the return 
of the funds marks a sig-
nificant step in the ongo-
ing efforts to combat cor-
ruption.

Fagbemi said $50m 
of the money will go 
through the World Bank 
to support rural electrifi-
cation projects, and the 
remaining $2.88m will be 
directed to the Interna-

tional Institute of Justice 
to strengthen the justice 
system and promote anti-
corruption efforts.

Meanwhile the US 
Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Richard Mills, has em-
phasised the need for ac-
countability as well as the 
careful monitoring of the 
returned funds.

“The ministry of justice 
must guarantee that these 
funds are used transpar-
ently and effectively to 
improve the lives of Nige-
rians,” he said.

In November 2022, 
the US government re-
patriated to Nigeria, 
$20.6m in assets alleg-
edly stolen by former 
Nigerian military leader 
Gen Sani Abacha.

Five years ago, Washing-
ton transferred $311.8m 
to the Nigerian govern-
ment as part of a previous 
agreement to repatriate 
assets that traced back to 
the Abacha regime. 

US returns $50m ‘illicit 
money’ to Nigerian govt

 
Dr John Rwegasha, Medical Services Director at Muhimbili National Hospital who has been appointed Director 
of Medical Services at the African Union (AU) headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, speaks during the farewell 
ceremony hosted by the MNH management AT weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent  

A few individuals 
agreed to sell insti-
tutional land under 
the guise of building 
a secondary school. 
Meanwhile, in this 
ward, we have a sec-
ondary school where 
classrooms are not 
full. Worse, they 
schemed to transfer 
the former headmas-
ter who was agaisnt 
the plan and that’s 
how they succeeded
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Norway praises Tanzania’s 
Interfaith Peace Committee  
By Correspondent Aisia 

Rweyemamu, Lindi

NORWEGIAN State 
Secretary Andreas Kravic 
has praised the Interfaith 
Committee in Tanzania 
for its exceptional work 
in promoting peace, uni-
ty, and tolerance among 
members of diverse com-
munities.

Kravic expressed his 
appreciation during his 
visit here at the weekend, 
where he toured several 
projects implemented by 
Norwegian Church Aid 
(NCA) in collaboration 
with the National Muslim 
Council of Tanzania (BAK-
WATA).

He commended the 
interfaith initiative for 
fostering collaboration, 
mutual respect, and un-
derstanding despite reli-
gious differences..

“The efforts of the inter-
faith groups are critical, 
not just for Tanzania but 
for the entire world. We 
need these kinds of posi-
tive relationships where 
we respect and value 
each other despite our 
differences,” Kravic said.

He further added: 
“This is significant be-
cause it demonstrates 
to everyone whether in 
Lindi,   or beyond what 
can be achieved when 
people come together for 
dialogue, mutual under-
standing, and tolerance.”

Kravic also visited 
Likotwa Primary School 
in Rasbula Ward, where 
he witnessed a school 
club dedicated to com-
bating Gender-Based Vio-
lence (GBV).

At the school, the State 
Secretary expressed his 
gratitude for the initia-
tive and commended the 
young students for their 
active role in addressing 
GBV.

“I am deeply impressed 
by the young children 
at this school, who have 
shown me how they can 
be agents of change when 
it comes to the issue of 
GBV,” Kravic said.

Ester Ibrahim, a 14-year-
old Standard Six pupil at 
Likotwa Primary School, 
shared how the GBV club 
had equipped her and 
her fellow pupils with es-
sential knowledge on GBV 
and how to fight it. She ex-
plained that through the 
club, they have become 
ambassadors for change, 
advocating for gender 
equality.

Earlier, before his visit 
to Lindi,     Kravic had 
held   consultation meet-
ing with officials from 
Tanzania’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, where 
the talks focused on their 
shared commitment to 
multilateralism and tack-
ling global challenges 
such as climate change, 
poverty reduction, and 
sustainable energy pro-
duction.

Kravic also noted the 
long-standing relation-
ship between Norway and 
Tanzania, dating back to 
the country’s independ-

ence.
He highlighted that 

many Norwegian com-
panies are eager to col-
laborate with Tanzanian 
counterparts, particularly 
in the Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) sector.

“We have a strong 
interest in supporting 
Tanzania’s continued 
economic growth. We 
currently have many Nor-
wegian companies eager 
to collaborate on projects, 
especially in the LNG sec-
tor,” Kravic said.

He added that Norway, 
through its partnership 
with NCA, has contribut-
ed significantly to various 
development projects in 
Tanzania. “We are proud 
partners of NCA and we 
remain committed to sup-
porting their efforts,” he 
said.

Irene Chilewa, speak-
ing about the interfaith 
work in Lindi, explained 
that the interfaith com-
mittee was established in 
2014 during Tanzania’s 
preparations for gas pro-
duction, with the aim of 
raising awareness and 
mobilizing the commu-
nity for development.

The committee has 
played a pivotal role in 
involving the local com-
munity in development 
activities, supporting eco-
nomic initiatives, and pro-
viding educational aware-
ness on GBV. Through 
these efforts, 23 groups 
have benefited from mi-
crofinance programs and 
drip irrigation projects.

Norwegian Ambas-
sador to Tanzania, Tone 
Tinnes highlighted Tan-
zania’s unique history of 
unity and dialogue across 
tribes and religious com-
munities.

She described the inter-
faith committee as an im-
portant tool in maintain-
ing these values.

“Tanzania has a unique 
history of unity and mu-
tual understanding de-
spite its diverse tribes 
and religious groups. The 
presence of the interfaith 
committee is key to en-
suring this legacy contin-
ues,” Ambassador Tinnes 
stated.

Berte Marie, NCA Tan-
zania’s country director 
hailed Tanzania’s ap-
proach to interfaith col-
laboration, noting that it 
has been central to their 
work.

She congratulated Tan-
zania for utilising the 
method, which has led to 
successes such as advo-
cacy for universal health 
coverage and efforts to 
address the marriage age 
for girls..

Lindi District Commis-
sioner, Victoria Mwan-
ziva, expressed pride in 
the government’s sup-
port for the work being 
done by NCA, recognising 
the organisation’s role in 
building the skills and ca-
pacities of religious lead-
ers and community mem-
bers, empowering them 
socially and economically 
through various develop-
ment projects.

Tanzania has a unique 
history of unity and mutual 
understanding despite its 
diverse tribes and religious 
groups. The presence of 
the interfaith committee is 
key to ensuring this legacy 
continues 



6 	 Monday 13 January 2025

NATIONAL.NEWS  

Come for your uncollected 
ID cards, Tanzanians urged
 By Correspondent Halfani 

Chusi

THE government has 
urged people to collect  
their national identifica-
tion cards (IDs)   from the 
registration centres.  

Deputy minister for 
Home Affairs, Daniel Sillo  
said in Dar es Salaam re-
cently when he visited 
various   ID cards centres.

He emphasised that 
citizens must follow the 
instructions and collect 
their cards in order to re-
solve the issue promptly.

He said that the gov-
ernment had allocated 
42.5bn/- to ensure that 
individuals who have re-
ceived their ID numbers 
are issued with national 
IDs.

He noted that the initia-
tive has yielded positive 
results.

“Over 20 million ID 
cards have already been 
distributed to people, and 
those who have not yet 
collected their cards will 
be notified through their 
mobile phones   where 
they can collect their 
cards and resolve the  is-
sue ,” Sillo said.

He added that during 

his visit, he discovered 
that some citizens had 
registered multiple times 
using different names, 
which is causing difficul-
ties in the verification pro-
cess. He stressed that na-
tional IDs are crucial for 
national security, and it is 
essential to have accurate 
information for proper 
identification.

Sillo praised the efforts 
of the National Identifica-
tion Authority (NIDA), for 
addressing the issue, as 
they cannot issue ID cards 
without verifying the in-
formation and ensuring it 
is correct.

He also urged citizens 
to avoid providing false 
information when apply-
ing for national IDs, em-
phasising that such mo-
tives would not help them 
in obtaining the cards.

NIDA Director General, 

James Kaji explained that 
when a person turns 18, 
they should visit a regis-
tration centre to obtain 
their national IDs.

He noted that there has 
been a backlog of appli-
cations, especially when 
jobs or university admis-
sions become available.

 “We have now imple-
mented a system to send 
short messages-SMS noti-
fications, and we expect 
that by the end of this 
month, all ID cards will 
have been collected,”  Kaji 
said.

Kaji also discussed the 
issue of people who had 
been dismissed from their 
jobs for using fake names, 
stating that approximate-
ly 600,000 individuals 
had used fraudulent iden-
tities.

He urged them to stop 
complaining, as it is illegal 
to use false names.

“I receive many cases 
of people who were dis-
missed for using fake 
names, and now they 
want   their true names. 
However, when they place 
their fingerprints, the 
name remains the same. 
I ask them to stop com-
plaining because this is an 
offence,” he said.

 By Correspondent Ashton 

Balaigwa, Morogoro

THE Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Tourism 
has directed the com-
pletion of infrastructure 
projects under the Resil-
ience Natural Resources 

for Tourism Growth 
(REGROW) initiative at 
Mikumi National Park to 
benefit the nation and 
surrounding communi-
ties.

During an inspection, 
deputy minister Dunstan 
Kitandula reviewed pro-
jects including a modern 

airstrip, visitor reception 
buildings, two gates, and 
guest lodges. 

The minister empha-
sised the need for proper 
maintenance, noting the 
infrastructure would en-
hance tourism services, 
attract visitors, and boost 
revenue.

“This infrastructure 
is key to unlocking eco-
nomic opportunities, par-
ticularly for communities 
around Mikumi National 
Park,” Kitandula stated.

John Nyamhanga, Sen-
ior Assistant Commis-
sioner for Conservation, 
noted that REGROW has 

transformed Mikumi Na-
tional Park’s appearance, 
promising increased tour-
ism activities and national 
revenue.

The REGROW project 
aims to improve tourism 
infrastructure, strengthen 
natural resource manage-
ment, and attract invest-

ment in the sector.
Funded by the World 

Bank, the project has the   
objective of improving the 
management of natural 
protected areas and their 
ecosystems in the south-
ern highlands of Tanzania 
and creating livelihood 
opportunities that enable 

economic development 
and growth for the target-
ed communities.

The effects of climate 
change are being felt in 
the southern regions  
with the highlands par-
ticularly affected. Rising 
temperatures and rainfall 

are increasingly unpre-
dictable, and there have 
been changes in rainfall 
patterns, leading to severe 
droughts. The combina-
tion of these effects great-
ly affects ecosystems and 
the ecosystem services on 
which the livelihoods of 
the residents depend on.

Ministry calls for urgent completion of projects at Mikumi National Park 

Morogoro region to spend over 300bn/- on infrastructure works

Dr. Dorothy Gwajima (L), Community Development, Gender, Women and Special Groups Minister, inspects construction of new primary school 
classrooms at Langoni area in Ulyankulu, Tabora Region, during her official visit to the region at the weekend.  Photo: Guardian Correspondent. 
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 By Correspondent Idda Mushi, 
Morogoro

Morogoro Region plans to 
spend over 329.56bn/-   to con-
struct  189.6 km  of roads infra-
structure.

During the 42nd regional 
roads board meeting, TAN-
ROADS regional manager En-

gineer Alinanuswe Kyamba 
outlined key projects, including 
Ubena Zomozi-Ngerengere-Ki-
zuka Army Camp (11.6 km), Ifa-
kara-Mbingu (62.5 km), Mbingu-
Chita (37.5 km), Bigwa-Mvuha 
(78 km)

Efforts to repair infrastruc-
ture damaged by El Niño 
rains and Cyclone Hidaya are 

ongoing, with 4.7bn/- spent 
on restoring roads and bridg-
es.

The government has also al-
located 37.8bn/-, funded by the 
World Bank, for bridge con-
struction in Gairo District and 
additional funding for bridges 
in Mvomero District and Moro-
goro Municipality. The total cost 

of these projects is estimated at 
53.994bn/-.

Regional Commissioner 
Adam Malima urged TARURA 
to involve council members 
in project implementation for 
transparency and community 
support. He also called for in-
stalling surveillance cameras 
on high-risk roads to deter 

reckless driving.
Morogoro Regional Police 

Commander SACP Alex Mka-
ma supported the initiative but 
highlighted communication 
challenges in accident-prone 
areas like Iyovi in Kilosa Dis-
trict, advocating for better in-
frastructure to improve moni-
toring.

1964 - 2025
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Management and all Staff of MINISTRY OF BLUE ECONOMY AND 
FISHERIES ZANZIBAR  join His Excellency Dr. Hussein Ali Mwinyi  
President of Zanzibar and the Chairman of the Revolutionary Council  
and Her Excellency  Dr. Samia Suluhu Hassan, the President of  the 
United Republic of Tanzania in Commemorating 61 years of the Zanzibar 
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 By Special Correspondent 

AFRICAN Development Bank has provided a loan of 
over €80 million to upgrade road infrastructure in sev-
en of the country’s governorates

Completion of the project will improve user mobility 
on 188.9 kilometres of Tunisia’s classified road network 
by reducing transport constraints linked to the narrow 
gauge and ageing of road surfaces in the country’s seven 
governorates.

The African Development Bank has granted Tunisia 
a loan of €80.16 million to implement the next phase of 
the country’s road improvement scheme.

The project for Phase 3 of the Road Infrastructure 
Modernisation Programme carries a total cost of €86.21 
million euros and is being co-financed by the loan of 
€80.16 million from the Bank. This covers 92.98 percent 
of the total cost of the project with a supporting contri-
bution of €6.05 million from the Tunisian government. 
The Bank’s participation was approved by the Board of 
Directors on 9 December last year.

The plan aims to upgrade188.9 km of classified roads 
in seven governorates: Kef, Kasserine, Sousse, Sfax, Kai-
rouan, Siliana and Gafsa, where substantial economic 
potential remains unrealised due to transport con-
straints largely as a result of the poor condition of roads.

The Bank’s intervention will help to improve the qual-
ity of Tunisia’s road network and conditions for road us-
ers in the target areas. It will help to create an efficient 
and sustainable transport system, which can support 
growth and create favourable conditions for the move-
ment of goods and people in and between Tunisia’s re-
gions.

The transport sector plays an important role in the 
Tunisian economy, accounting for about five percent 
of GDP and providing 160,000 jobs, directly and indi-
rectly. The project, which will run from 2025 to 2030, is 
a continuation of two earlier phases of the Road Infra-
structure Modernization Programme.

Solomon Quaynor, Bank Vice President with respon-
sibility for the Private Sector, Infrastructure and Indus-
trialisation, commented:

“Over the past 10 years, the African Development 
Bank has helped to renovate and modernize some 
4,000 kilometres of roads and 104 kilometres of mo-
torways, as well as creating various associated facilities 
in Tunisia. This work has greatly improved the level of 
service provided by the road network, making various 
routes more convenient by the installation of bridges, 
and facilitating access to regions and to their socio-eco-
nomic potential.”

AfDB grants €80m to upgrade
 road infrastructure in Tunisia

“We have now 
implemented a 
system to send 
short messages-
SMS notifications, 
and we expect that 
by the end of this 
mont 
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Dar es Salaam Regional Commissioner, Albert Chalamila, (front) leading other leaders  at the weekend to clean  various areas of the City of Dar es Salaam 
before the arrival of the African presidents at the energy conference which is expected to be held soon. Photo by Correspondent Joseph Mwendapol 

By Correspondent Mutayoba Arbogast

MISSENYI District Council in Kag-
era Region is set to build a modern 
market centre for  5bn/-.

Council chairperson Projestus 
Tegamaisho unveiled this over the 
weekend during the council’s. He 
said   1.7bn/- has already been se-
cured for the project. 

He also explained that the project 
is the market’s economic potential 
for the community and district, urg-
ing residents to prepare for its im-
plementation.

Shedrack Wellin Willilo, Execu-
tive Director of Stet International 
(T) Ltd., presented the feasibil-
ity study and market design to the 
councilors.

The market is envisioned as a 
modern hub for the East African 
region, featuring over 300 shops, 
restaurants, banks, bars, parking 
facilities,   daladala (minibus) termi-
nal, and essential infrastructure. It 
is expected to boost entrepreneur-
ship, attract traders from across the 
region, and enhance local business 

opportunities.
Tegamaisho instructed relevant 

experts to begin construction 
promptly, with a two-year timeline 
for completion. He also encouraged 
residents to increase local produc-
tion and highlighted the successful 
poultry project in Kyenjubu, Bu-
nazi, where chickens are sold for 
30,000/- each.

The planned market will replace 
the current dilapidated structure 
at Bunazi centre, aiming to attract 
traders and bolster the local econ-
omy. Missenyi District is renowned 
for agricultural products such as 
coffee, bananas, maize, cassava, 
and sugarcane, and the new market 
is poised to improve livelihoods if 
business taxes remain fair.

The council plan aligns with the 
directive by the Home Affairs Min-
ister Innocent Bashungwa, who in 
December instructed police and 
road agencies to remove improp-
erly installed barriers that compro-
mise road safety and hinder mobil-
ity.

Missenyi District sets aside 
5bn/- for its market project

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Issued under Section 19 of the EWURA Act, Cap. 414)

Notice is hereby issued to the public that the Energy and Water Utilities 
Regulatory Authority (EWURA) has received an application for a 
Provisional Electricity Generation License from Luponde Hydro Ltd. 
EWURA invites the public to provide comments or objections to the 
application. Details of the Applicant, plant and the type of license applied 
are given hereunder: -

Any person with comment or objection may submit in writing to EWURA 
within twenty-one (21) days from the date of this notice. The application 
documents can be viewed upon written request.
 

Issued by: -
Director General
03 January 2025

ITEM DESCRIPTION 

Name and Address of the 
Applicant 

Luponde Hydro Ltd, P. O. Box 555, Mufindi, Iringa. 

Location of Plant Plot No. 43868 – MBYLR, Uliwa, Njombe Urban area 

Details of Shareholders 

1. Rift Valley Energy Tanzania Ltd, Po Box 555, Mafinga, Iringa, 
99.9% 
 
2. Meridiam Africa Investments 2 
4 Place de L'Opera, 75002, Paris, France, 0.1% 

Description of the Facility 
The power plant will possess a hydro turbine with an installed 
capacity of 2 MW. Water is a source of fuel for Manufacturing. 

Type and Duration of the 
Licence 

Provisional Electricity Generation License for Three (3) Years  

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Issued under section 126 of the Petroleum Act, 2015 and Rule 6(1) of the 
Petroleum (Natural Gas) (Transmission and Distribution Activities Rules, 

GN No. 176 of 2018) 

NOTICE is hereby given to the public that, EWURA has received an 
application from Tanzania Petroleum Development Cooperation (TPDC) 
seeking Construction Approval for the construction of a natural gas supply 
line of about 155m from the existing Ubungo – Mikocheni Natural Gas 
Distribution pipeline. The proposed pipeline will cross Sam Nujoma Road to 
connect the CNG Mother Station for TAQA Dalbit Tanzania Limited at Ubungo 
Municipality, Dar Es Salaam Region. 

Any person who wishes to make any representations should do so in writing 
and submit to EWURA within fourteen (14) days from the date of publication 
of the notice and the comments and representations shall be considered by 
the Authority in deciding on the application.

All representations or objections should be addressed to the address below.

EWURA House, 3 EWURA Street, 41104 Tambukareli
P.O Box 2857, Dodoma

Tel: +255-26 2329003-3; Fax:  +255-26 2329005; 
Toll-Free 0800110030

Email: info@ewura.go.tz  Website: www.ewura.go.tz

Issued by:
Director General

EWURA

ENERGY AND WATER UTILITIES REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
(EWURA)

PUBLIC NOTICE
Issued under Section 126 of the Petroleum Act, Cap. 392 and Rule 

4 (1&2b)) of the Petroleum (Natural Gas) (Transmission and 
Distribution Activities) Rules, 2018  

NOTICE is hereby given to the public that, EWURA has received an 
application from Pan African Energy Tanzania Limited seeking Construction 
Approval for the construction of eight hundred seventy (870) meter natural 
gas distribution line from existing Natural Gas Distribution Line along 
Nyerere Road to Victoria Service Station located within Kipawa/Vingunguti 
Industrial Area Junction, Plot No.112, along Nyerere Road, Ilala Municipality, 
Dar es Salaam Region. 

Any person who wishes to make any representations should do so in writing 
and submit to EWURA within fourteen (14) days from the date of publication 
of the notice and the comments and representations shall be considered by 
the Authority in deciding on the application.

All representations or objections should be addressed to the address below.

EWURA House, 3 EWURA Street, 41104 Tambukareli
P.O Box 2857, Dodoma

Tel: +255-26 2329003-3; Fax:  +255-26 2329005; 

Toll-Free 0800110030
Email: info@ewura.go.tz  Website: www.ewura.go.tz

Issued by:
Director General

EWURA

ENERGY AND WATER UTILITIES REGULATORY AUTHORITY 
(EWURA)

PUBLIC NOTICE
(Issued under Section 19 of the EWURA Act, Cap. 414)

Notice is hereby issued to the public that the Energy and Water Utilities 
Regulatory Authority (EWURA) has received an application for a 
Provisional Electricity Generation License from Tanzania Tooku 
Garments Company Ltd. EWURA invites the public to provide comments 
or objections to the application. Details of the Applicant, plant and the 
type of license applied are given hereunder: -

Any person with comment or objection may submit in writing to EWURA 
within twenty-one (21) days from the date of this notice. The application 
documents can be viewed upon written request.
 

Issued by: -
Director General
06 January 2025

ITEM DESCRIPTION 

Name and Address of the 
Applicant 

Tanzania Tooku Garments Company Limited P. O. Box 12112, 
Ubungo, Dar es salaam. 

Location of Plant Plot No. 22 & 23 Makuburi, Ubungo, Dar es salaam. 

Details of Shareholders Ji Yao, P O Box 12112, Dar es Salaam, 100% 

Description of the Facility 
Solar Power Plant with an installed capacity of 3 MW. Electricity 
generated shall be for own-use. 

Type and Duration of the 
Licence 

Provisional Electricity Generation License Own Use for a duration of 
Five (5) Years  

Specialist doctors to offer free 
medical services for five days 
 By Correspondent Joseph 
Mwendapole

DAR ES SALAAM Re-
gional Commissioner, 
Albert Chalamila has 
announced a five-day 
medical camp, featuring 
President Samia Suluhu 
Hassan’s specialist doc-
tors. 

The camp will be held 
at Temeke Regional Refer-
ral Hospital starting today.  

Chalamila made the 
announcement over the 
weekend during a press 
briefing, stating that the 
camp is expected to ben-
efit hundreds of residents 
in Dar es Salaam.

The specialist servic-
es available during the 
camp will cover internal 
diseases, eye care, ENT 
(ears, nose, and throat), 
oral and dental care, 
women’s and maternity 
services, pediatric care, 
surgery, orthopedics, 
mental health, dermatol-
ogy, and more.

The RC added that the 
services will be provided 
by specialist doctors from 
various hospitals across 
Tanzania.

In addition to consul-
tations, the camp will of-
fer diagnostic services 
including CT scans, 4D 
ultrasounds, X-rays, gas-
trointestinal exams, and 
laboratory tests tailored 
to individual needs.

Chalamila emphasised 
that the camp is part of 
the government’s initia-
tive, through the Ministry 
of Health, to improve ac-
cess to specialised health-
care and ensure that 
every Tanzanian receives 
high-quality services at af-
fordable cost.

“I encourage the resi-
dents of Dar es Salaam 
to take full advantage of 
this opportunity and seek 
consultations with spe-
cialist doctors available 
from morning to evening 
over the next five days,” 
he said.

Sudan’s new banknotes 
uplift war against rebels 
  KHARTOUM

THE Sudanese govern-
ment’s move to introduce 
new banknotes and com-
pel people to open bank 
accounts has boosted 
bank deposit in turn sup-
porting the army’s war 
effort, finance minister 
Jibril Ibrahim said. The 
initiative, launched in De-
cember, explicitly aimed 
to make funds looted by 
the Rapid Support Forces 
worthless.

Critics say it has ex-
cluded millions from the 
financial system.

But Ibrahim says it has 
been a success.

“Exchanging banknotes 
has various goals, one of 
which is making sure that 
the stolen money which is 
accumulated by some en-
tities has no value if it en-
ters the banking system. 
If they attempted to do 
so, we will discover them 
because we ask about the 
sources of money if there 
are any suspicions. As a 

result, it will no longer 
be effective after the ex-
change process deadline 
ends.”

Unlike in previous cur-
rency exchanges, in or-
der to receive new pound 
notes people have to de-
posit their old notes.

They are then allowed 
to withdraw limited 
amounts daily.

The RSF has called the 
move illegal and says it’s 
one of the reasons it de-
cided to form a parallel 
government.

Critics say that has ren-
dered millions of peo-
ple’s savings worthless in 
RSF-controlled areas and 
deepened Sudan’s divide.

In Port Sudan, some 
residents have protested 
over the new banknotes.

Traders say the pro-
cess has dampened sales 
as many people still lack 
identification papers 
needed to open a bank 
account while more lack 
smart phones for online 
transfers.
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Current modality of investment 
attraction closing in on its nadir

T
HERE is something 
abundantly familiar with 
expressions that the gov-
ernment has set a target 

of enlisting 1,500 investment pro-
jects worth $15bn/- by December 
this year. Listening to Minister for 
Planning and Investment Prof Ki-
tila Mkumbo, the key issue is to im-
prove business environment, with 
some key steps being infrastructure 
development in special economic 
zones. The SEZ initiative dates back 
to over 20 years ago, and global con-
ditions have shifted from realities of 
that period. It is unclear if policy has 
been updated.

Officials are for instance bent on 
the Bagamoyo Special Economic 
Zone, seen as a complement to the 
standard gauge railway in the fo-
cus on transit trade and a regional 
investment outlook generally. Yet 
these projections need to be recast 
in a situation where new corridors 
are being opened in the region, with 
the Angola-Zambia railway likely to 
take some of the shine from current 
projections on the central corridor. 
It seems the Tazara railway as an 
extension of that infrastructure lay-
out, where an online write-up says 
the planned Lobito spur extends to 
Zambia and stops at Chingola, about 
180km from the Tazara terminus at 
New Kapiri Mposhi. It is a compre-
hensive plan.

The ‘spur’ links with existing Zam-
bia Railways (ZR) facilities, thus the 
Lobito–Dar es Salaam Railway be-
comes an amalgam for the unified 
use of the facility, described as a 
planned narrow gauge railway line 
that connects the Angolan port city 
of Lobito to the Tanzanian port city 
of Dar es Salaam. What this implies 
is that the port of Dar es Salaam and 
indeed Tanzania as a whole is one 
among investment focus points, 
as the region and global realities 
change.

One aspect to the planning on for-

eign investment flows is the issue of 
the targeted market, in the fact that 
the setting and planning modality 
as well as the targeted infrastruc-
ture looks too similar to projections 
dating back to the first years of the 
past decade. It was a take up of ex-
port oriented growth strategies that 
were useful for South East Asia in 
the 1970s and 1980s while Africa 
was largely crushed by inward look-
ing, public sector dominated econo-
mies. This outlook is only partially 
valid for produce that the US and 
Western markets – as well as South 
Asia and the Far East to an extent 
–need from us. Regional exports 
are likely to be limited, where our 
strength is in grain; market mecha-
nisms are being replaced by state 
exports.

There are also two components 
of the planning outlook that aren’t 
easy to reconcile, except perhaps 
in terms of project numbers rather 
than their values. The minister said 
the government is keen on promot-
ing domestic investment, wishing 
that 50 percent of all investment 
projects arise from within the coun-
try. Nor is the effort to enhance ca-
pacity at regional administrative 
secretariats to improve the invest-
ment environment totally helpful as 
the key element is taxes, centrally 
controlled, and local governments 
are routinely pushed to seek out in-
ternal revenue sources, often a user 
nuisance.

The point here is that the plan-
ners aren’t apparently distinguish-
ing between optimal strategies for 
local market investment and export 
markets, nor indeed distinguish be-
tween regional markets and inter- 
continental outlets. As the key tar-
geted area is manufacturing, here 
it needs that a growing local market 
be envisaged rather than exports 
as most countries seek to optimize 
investments in industries for local 
needs. 
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CHRAGG concern vital; killings 
not part of drug enforcement law

I
NCIDENTS where law en-
forcement is being linked 
with the deaths of individu-
als under arrest are being 

heard again, and as in the past, an 
effort is being made by the Commis-
sion for Human Rights and Good 
Governance (CHRAGG) both on the 
Mainland and in Zanzibar make to 
delve into the situation. As a state 
agency, the commission has the task 
of training the light on what really 
happened, and then to provide a 
legal case for institutional action. It 
can’t act on other state agencies but 
it can help in building up collective 
will to act, as state agencies can’t im-
pose own ‘laws.’

The matter at hand is the need 
for investigating recent deaths of 
two individuals in Pemba North 
Region, where the Zanzibar wing of 
the commission has expressed sor-
row over their deaths, both male, 
one aged 75 and the other 28. The 
deaths were reported as having 
taken place last month, to which 
the commission said in a statement 
towards the end of last week that 
the deaths constitute a violation 
of the right to life as outlined in 
Article 14 of the Constitution of the 
United Republic of Tanzania (1977) 
and Section 13(2) of the Zanzibar 
Constitution (1984). Clearly, law or-
gans know all of this?

What some hardline officials in 
some law enforcement agencies 
may not realise is why it is impor-
tant to uphold, not undermine, ef-
forts of the Zanzibar and Union au-
thorities to enhance security, peace 
and the safety of people and their 
properties. Some people don’t re-
alise that in conducting shocking 
wrongdoing, they remove faith in 

public institutions among a section 
of the public. Routine contempt for 
the ‘small people’ gives some offi-
cials the belief that everything will 
always remain the same, whereas 
wisdom says peace is nurtured…

The basic facts that push inves-
tigations on the basis of the state-
ment are fairly well known, that the 
two were initially taken by officers 
of the Zanzibar Drug Control Au-
thority alive and well, on suspicion 
of involvement in bicycle theft and 
cannabis use. Surprisingly, they 
were dead the following day, which 
the commission says the deaths 
constitute inhuman treatment, a 
clear constitutional violation. The 
murders represent a breach of the 
right to freedom and the right to 
live as a free person, equally repre-
hensible as constitutional breach-
es.

As the murders violate the prin-
ciple of good governance, particu-
larly the rule of law, the commis-
sion expressed its commitment to 
conducting an investigation into 
the sordid incident, as part of ef-
forts to uphold good governance 
and the rule of law. 

The lingering question is the 
level of sympathy that public insti-
tutions, law enforcement agencies 
in particular, will have on these 
efforts; they look over the shoul-
der and notice plenty of approval 
for hardline techniques. Then 
death follows as an unfortunate 
outcome of methods that the law 
allows, what the Law of Evidence 
(1967) described as ‘confession to 
a policeman,’ by whatever meth-
ods that will be used. At times it is 
evident witness elimination occurs 
when enforcers see it fit to do so.

 BySpecial Correspondent

T
he Nigerian gov-
ernment, yester-
day, ruled out 
the possibility of 

engaging foreign mercenar-
ies in the fight against insur-
gency, banditry, and other 
security challenges facing 
the country.

The government said it 
did not believe such foreign 
forces held out any hope of 
solving the myriad security 
problems different parts of 
the country had been con-
tending with.

It, however, indicated in-
terest in working with China 
to domesticate production 
of military equipment to 
avoid delays involved in the 
procurement of the equip-
ment from foreign coun-
tries.

President Bola Tinubu 
made the comments re-
cently while receiving the 
Chinese Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Wang Yi, at State 
House, Abuja.

A release issued by the 
president’s Adviser on In-
formation and Strategy, 
Bayo Onanuga, said Tinubu 
called on the government 
of the People’s Republic of 
China to increase the $2 bil-
lion currency swap agree-
ment between Nigeria and 
China to enhance trade be-
tween the two countries.

He said increasing the lev-
el of currency swap would 
speed up infrastructure de-
velopment in Nigeria and 
deepen the strategic bilat-
eral relations.

The president also called 
for an upward review of the 
$50 billion aid package for 
Africa, which China’s Presi-
dent Xi Jinping announced 
last year.

China and Nigeria re-
cently renewed their cur-
rency swap agreement, 
valued at 15 billion yuan 
(approximately $2 billion), 
to enhance trade and in-
vestment.

“We still demand more in 
the area of currency swap. 
The level you have ap-
proved as a government for 
Nigeria is inadequate con-
sidering our programme. If 
you can increase that, it will 
be well appreciated. Our 
bond should grow stronger 
and become unbreakable,” 
he said.

Regarding the $50 bil-
lion pledged by the Chinese 
government to support Af-
rica, the Nigerian president 
stated that the continent’s 
infrastructural needs would 
require more commitment. 
He urged a review of the 
amount to reflect the conti-
nent’s reality.

Tinubu told the visiting 
minister, “I am happy you 
are part of China’s highest 
decision-making body. We 
will want you to use your 
position to influence im-
proved project funding.

“First, I say yes to the $50 
billion support, and thank 
you for contributing to Afri-
can growth. The infrastruc-
tural needs of Africa are 
greater than that, and we 
want to move as rapidly as 
our other counterparts.

“All share your vision of 
rapid development. Africa 
values the relationship with 
China, and we seek deeper 
collaboration for infrastruc-
tural development.”

While calling on China 
to support Nigeria’s bid for 
Permanent Seat in the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council, 
the president said, “You are 
a member of the UN Secu-
rity Council. We want you to 
use your influence to ensure 
Nigeria secures the seat.”

Tinubu thanked Jinping 
for his warm reception dur-
ing his visit to China last 
year, and said Africa, par-
ticularly Nigeria, was pre-
pared to meet development 
goals and contribute coun-
terpart project funding.

According to Nigerian 
president, “We are ready to 
move and reach the vari-
ous developmental goals. 
Due to our deliberation, 
we signed many MOUs and 
planned many action pro-
grammes.

“My visit during FOCAC 
was a good experience. We 
signed several comprehen-
sive MOUs during the visit. 
We planned several pro-
grammes of action.

“As a result of that delib-
eration, I made sure that 
immediately after I re-
turned, I appointed one of 
the best brains available to 
coordinate Nigeria-China 
relations, Mr Joseph Tegbe. 
He will work to actualise 
various MOUs and promote 
a greater understanding 
of developmental pro-

grammes.
“It is good that you came 

at such a critical time. My 
visit to China was a good 
experience. Once again, 
accept my sympathy for 
the earthquake in Tibet. It 
was a natural disaster that 
nobody expected. We com-
mend your government for 
the rapid reaction to pro-
tect lives.”

Foreign affairs minister, 
Yusuf Tuggar, said while 
briefing newsmen at State 
House, in company with 
his Chinese counterpart, 
Wang Yi, that private mili-
tary companies, no matter 
where they were coming 
from, were not the solution 
to Nigeria’s security chal-
lenges.

Tuggar said, “Private mili-
tary companies, as far as we 
are concerned, it doesn’t 
matter whether they’re 
from north, south, east, 
west. We don’t think it is go-
ing to provide the panacea. 
But when you work with us, 
then we’re able to lead oth-
ers in solving the problem.

“Also, we want to work 
with countries like China in 
domesticating production 
of military equipment, both 
kinetic and non-kinetic. 
This is what we’re looking 
for, so that we don’t have to 
go out looking to procure 
because of the delays and so 
many rules and regulations, 
we need to be able to pro-
duce locally.

“Nigeria has consistently 
proved effective in leading 
other countries in our re-
gion, and I would even say, 
on the continent at large, 
in addressing challenges 
to peace and security, and 
we do this whenever we 
partner other countries 
and have their support, in-
cluding major powers that 
are outside of our region, 
outside of Africa, and we 
appreciate that sort of ap-
proach.

“And this is why we work 
well with countries like Chi-
na. Where we have a prob-
lem is whenever Nigeria 
is left out of such arrange-
ments, it becomes more 
challenging.

“It’s not just a one-off 
thing. it’s not a fluke. It is 
because of Nigeria’s place 
and position on the conti-
nent and in our region, and 
that’s why we take a firm 

stand and say, let us work 
together towards solving 
our problems by ourselves. 
Let us shun this idea of al-
lowing others to come in to 
solve our problems for us.”

The minister added, “Ni-
geria is a very responsible 
country working with the 
constitution, and that’s why, 
and we’ve never had any 
expansionist tendencies, 
which is why others re-
posed so much confidence 
in us and in our leadership.

“We will continue to work 
with countries such as Chi-
na in addressing these chal-
lenges and rely on countries 
such as China, also, to work 
with us towards ensuring 
that private military com-
panies’ outside interference 
remains outside.”

Welcoming the Chinese 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Tuggar said the visit was 
building on the gains of 
the Forum on China, Af-
rica Cooperation (FOCAC) 
that took place in Septem-
ber 2024 and, importantly, 
Tinubu’s state visit to China, 
which was widely adjudged 
very successful.

He said the Chinese 
minister’s discussion with 
Tinubu centred on mutual 
economic and political in-
terests, and the Memoranda 
of Understanding (MOUs) 
that were signed in numer-
ous areas, like energy, com-
munications, agriculture, 
finance, transportation, 
infrastructure and petro-
chemicals.

In his speech, Yi thanked 
Tinubu for appointing a Di-
rector General and Global 
Liaison on Nigeria-China 
Strategic Partnership, to 
oversee the implementa-
tion of the MOUs for the 
rapid development of the 
Nigerian economy.

“I would like to thank Ni-
geria for abiding by the One-
China principle, and we will 
continue to support Nigeria 
in achieving the Renewed 
Hope Agenda, countering 
terrorism and ensuring re-
gional security,” he said.

Yi said Chinese invest-
ments in the country would 
focus on employment gen-
eration and infrastructure 
development. He added 
that the Chinese National 
Development Bank had 
started funding some devel-
opment projects.

Yi said the Chinese gov-
ernment would support an 
African country in the UN 
Security Council, saying, 
“It was a historical injustice 
by the world that should be 
corrected.

“We stand with Africa, 
and we will not support a 
country that invades anoth-
er country.”

The foreign minister said 
China would welcome Ni-
geria’s membership in the 
BRICS and participation 
in the global development 
mechanism.

He also said China fully 
supported Dr Ngozi Okonjo-
Iweala, Director General of 
the World Trade Organisa-
tion (WTO), for a second 
term in office.

The minister lauded Tinu-
bu for his visionary leader-
ship and consistency in pro-
jecting Africa’s needs, which 
required China’s support.

He stated, “You brought 
Renewed Hope to the peo-
ple of Nigeria. Your econ-
omy has sustained sound 
momentum, and Nigeria’s 
global influence has steadily 
increased.

“Nigeria has played an 
important role in uphold-
ing regional peace and has 
become an important force 
for African stability.

“We congratulate Nigeria 
on its achievements and be-
lieve that, under your lead-
ership, Nigeria will realise 
greater achievements.”

During his interaction 
with Tuggar, Yi, who spoke 
through an interpreter, said 
through the strategic plan-
ning of Jinping and Tinubu, 
China-Nigeria relations had 
achieved three major out-
comes.

Yi stated, “First, we have 
achieved a new leap in the 
characterisation of our re-
lations, our two presidents 
jointly announced the el-
evation of China-Nigeria 
relations to a comprehen-
sive strategic partnership.

“Second, we have 
worked together to estab-
lish a new platform. The 
first plenary session of the 
Intergovernmental Com-
mittee between China and 
Nigeria has been success-
fully held, contributing to 
the elevation in quality of 
our cooperation.

“Third, our cooperation 
at the international arena 
has reached new heights. 
Our two sides have coor-
dinated closely in interna-
tional and regional affairs 
and worked together for 
the collective rise, develop-
ment and vitalisation of the 
Global South.

 Nigeria opposes use of foreign 
 mercenaries to battle banditry 
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By Adonis Byemelwa

D
URING December 
school holidays, 
many students 
transitioning from 

primary to secondary school 
in Tanzania engage in pre-
Form One tuition. This practice 
prepares them for the academic 
challenges ahead, with some 
students mastering topics their 
peers will only encounter in the 
classroom. 

These students often arrive at 
secondary school confident and 
eager, raising hands quickly and 
answering questions with ease. 
Their enthusiasm, however, can 
sometimes create a gap between 
them and their classmates, espe-
cially those encountering these 
subjects for the first time.

Teachers play a pivotal role in 
nurturing such potential. Rec-
ognizing and rewarding effort, 
rather than stifling curiosity, is 
crucial. Encouraging these stu-
dents positively, while main-
taining balance, helps foster a 
healthy learning environment. 
Teachers should motivate ad-
vanced learners without alienat-
ing others, creating a classroom 
dynamic where every student 
thrives.

Education is a two-way pro-
cess where teachers stimulate 
learning rather than simply de-
livering information. In today’s 
tech-driven world, students 
often have access to extensive 
knowledge through the internet. 

It’s not uncommon for them to 
encounter information beyond 
the teacher’s lesson plan. This 
requires educators to embrace 
humility and adaptability, facili-
tating discussions that value di-
verse viewpoints.

Challenges arise when stu-
dents who attend tuition feel 
overconfident. They might 
struggle to remain attentive dur-
ing lessons, comparing class-
room content with what they’ve 
already learned outside school. 

This can disrupt learning dy-
namics and undermine disci-
pline. To address this, teachers 
must balance nurturing student 
potential while instilling the val-
ue of patience and respect for 
the classroom structure.

A modern educator should 
not act as the sole authority in 
the learning space. Instead, they 
should encourage open dialogue 
and collaborative knowledge-
building. Rather than a preacher 
delivering rigid truths, a teacher 
should inspire students to ex-
plore, question, and grow.

However, in many schools and 
colleges, the reality differs. Stu-
dents who excel or think critical-
ly often face resistance. Dismiss-
ive remarks like, “You think you 
know it all because of tuition?” 
or “Wait until the exam; you’ll 
see,” can crush a student’s en-
thusiasm. These comments, far 
from constructive, often force 
students to suppress their curi-
osity and conform to rote learn-
ing patterns.

The issue is not confined to 
lower education levels. At uni-
versities, some lecturers penal-
ize students for deviating from 
rigid academic conventions, 
even when their alternative ap-
proaches are valid. 

This stifles innovation and 
reduces academic work to me-
chanical repetition. Thesis writ-
ing, for instance, often prior-
itizes adherence to format over 
original thought, discouraging 
exploration and creativity.

The role of teachers becomes 
crucial in this context. They 
must foster an environment 
where the more advanced stu-
dents feel encouraged without 
alienating or demotivating oth-
ers.

Lev Vygotsky’s idea of the 
Zone of Proximal Development 
highlights how learning thrives 
through collaboration between 
students and teachers. His ap-
proach involves allowing stu-
dents to share their understand-
ing, explore areas they wish to 
learn more about and reflect on 

Transforming education: Pre-Form One tuition 
as a tool for inclusive and collaborative learning

what they’ve gained. A classroom 
where ideas are exchanged free-
ly rather than dictated becomes 
a space where every student ben-
efits.

This method echoes Paulo 
Freire’s belief that teaching 
should involve dialogue rather 
than hierarchy. Freire’s approach 
could transform learning envi-
ronments in Tanzanian schools, 
where resources are often lim-
ited. 

Instead of teachers dictating 
facts, they could encourage stu-
dents to work in groups, debate 
ideas, and share their experienc-
es. In rural areas, where teachers 
frequently face large class sizes 
and limited teaching aids, such 
practices are already taking root. 

A teacher in Kigoma, for in-
stance, encouraged students to 
split into teams to solve math 
problems when only a single text-
book was available. The students 
debated solutions and arrived 
at answers collectively, showing 
that collaboration can flourish 
even in resource-strapped condi-
tions.

John Dewey’s philosophy re-
inforces this idea, emphasizing 
that education should stem from 
experience. Practical learning, 
particularly in underprivileged 
schools, bridges the gap created 
by resource shortages. 

A teacher in Mwanza led a Bi-
ology lesson by exploring nearby 
plants with her students, en-
couraging them to observe and 
hypothesize about their charac-
teristics. This approach not only 
made the lesson more engaging 
but also allowed students to con-
nect classroom theories to real-
world observations.

Jean Lave and Etienne Wenger’s 
concept of “communities of prac-
tice” similarly underscores the 
value of shared learning. When 
students collaborate, they learn 
not just from their teacher but 
also from each other’s insights. 

In one Dar es Salaam class-
room, students with varying lev-
els of understanding worked to-
gether to decode Shakespearean 
passages, combining interpreta-
tions and building a collective 
understanding. Such activities 
highlight how mutual support 
deepens learning, particularly 
when resources like books are 
scarce.

Sugata Mitra’s groundbreaking 
experiments further underline 
the power of curiosity-driven 
learning. His “Hole in the Wall” 
project demonstrated how chil-
dren could teach themselves and 
each other when given access to 
even minimal resources. 

In a Tanzanian school outside 
Dodoma, where only a single 
computer was available, a teach-
er applied Mitra’s principles by 
letting students take turns ex-
ploring its functions. Through 
trial, and error, and shared dis-
covery, they gained skills far be-
yond what the teacher initially 
anticipated, exemplifying how 
curiosity fuels education.

Yet, challenges remain. Stu-
dents who attend tuition classes 
often face criticism rather than 
encouragement. Teachers, either 
out of frustration or a desire to 
maintain control, may dismiss 
their enthusiasm. Phrases like, 
“You only know this because of 
tuition,” or “Stop being disrup-
tive,” are common, stifling the 
confidence of students eager to 
engage. 

This problem extends to uni-
versities, where rigid adherence 
to academic norms can discour-
age creativity. Students report 
being penalized not for inaccu-
racy but for presenting ideas in 
ways that deviate from their lec-
turers’ preferences. This system 
of suppressing originality and 
prioritizing conformity under-
mines education’s role in nurtur-
ing critical thinking and innova-
tion.

Nelson Mandela’s famous dec-
laration that “education is the 
most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world” 
rings true only when students 
are encouraged to think inde-

bated ideas. The result was a 
dynamic exchange that not 
only boosted engagement but 
also deepened understand-
ing, proving that collabora-
tive teaching can overcome 
resource barriers.

The success of these meth-
ods depends on teachers’ 
willingness to see themselves 
as facilitators rather than sole 
authorities. A student in Tan-
ga recounted how a teacher’s 
simple question— “Why do 
you think this answer is cor-
rect?”—sparked a classroom 
discussion that reshaped his 
understanding of Physics. En-
couraging students to justify 
their answers and explore al-
ternative explanations trans-
forms classrooms into spaces 
of mutual growth.

Vygotsky, Freire, Dewey, 
Lave, Wenger, and Mitra all 
offer insights into making 
education more interactive 
and empowering. These ideas 
are not theoretical luxuries 
but practical necessities for 
Tanzania’s under-resourced 
schools. 

A modern educator should not act as the sole authority in the learning space

pendently and contribute 
meaningfully.

Tanzanian classrooms, 
whether in urban centers or 
remote villages, can become 
spaces for shared knowledge 

and mutual respect. This 
means moving away from 
the traditional lecture model, 
where teachers dominate the 
conversation, and toward a 
more inclusive, dialogic ap-

proach.
In a bustling Arusha class-

room with more than fifty stu-
dents and limited textbooks, 
a teacher implemented this 
strategy. 

Dividing students into small 
groups, she assigned each 
topic to research and present. 
Using their environment and 
existing knowledge, students 
crafted presentations and de-
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A
IKO Ohno dives down in 
the cool waters off Japan’s 
Ise-Shima National Park, 
scanning the rocky sea-

bed for urchins and turban shells. 
Three meters deep, she swims with 
ease without an oxygen tank, using 
just her goggles, fins, a weight belt 
and a sukari, a mesh net that’s at-
tached to a floating ring.

“I just love the sea and being in the 
water,” she says after resurfacing.

Ohno is an ama diver, or a “sea 
woman” as they are known in Japan. 
For centuries, these traditional fish-
erwomen have lived off the riches 
of the waters around the Ise-Shima 
region, collecting seafood to sell at 
the market.

“We coexist with nature — not 
catching too much, and being con-
scious of protecting it. It’s a tradi-
tion that’s been passed down for 
thousands of years,” says Ohno, who 
moved here nine years ago from To-
kyo to be an ama diver.

Today, the Pacific Ocean is a little 
choppy — the remnants of a late-
season typhoon — so Ohno and her 
crew of freedivers don’t stay in the 
water for long. But they don’t need 
to — within 10 minutes their nets be-
gin to fill.

Age is no barrier here. At 46, Ohno 
is one of the youngest in her group — 
the oldest diving today is 74.

Once a thriving industry, only 
about 2,000 ama divers remain in 
Japan now, according to estimates. 
Most of them are found in this idyl-
lic region.

“The older divers still come here 
every day with a smile on their fac-
es. I’ve learned that maybe that’s 
what gives them what we call ikigai, 
or a reason to live,” says Ohno.

“Nowadays, very few of the amas’ 
daughters become divers them-
selves, so I will likely be the only 
one in my generation to take over. 
But it’s something I love.”

Here in Ise-Shima, you can meet 
some of these living legends. Across 
the region, a handful of amagoya, 
or diver huts, dot remote beaches, 
with some allowing visitors to learn 
about the ama culture and taste 
their latest catch.

Found on the eastern tip of Mie 
prefecture, Ise-Shima is a region 
where ancient traditions, spiritual-
ity and the great outdoors collide. 
Where lush mountains make way 
for sprawling coastlines, protect-
ed inlets and remote islands. And 
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‘Sea women’ and holy falls: Exploring 
one of Japan’s most stunning secrets

the forest, across muddy tracks and 
up to a coastal lookout to fully soak 
in the beauty of the peninsula.

“I like to be surrounded by nature 
and be active, so this is the perfect 
job for me,” says the guide, who 
works with the Taso Shirahama Re-
sort.

“I love the mountains and the 
ocean, so I can blank out my mind 
and relax when I’m here.”

A taste of Ise-Shima
Surrounded by the Pacific, Ise-

Shima is renowned for its abun-
dance of seafood.

In ancient times the region was 
given the status of miketsukuni, 
meaning seafood from around the 
peninsula, such as spiny lobster 
and abalone, was sourced for Ja-
pan’s imperial family.

Nowadays, Ise-Shima seafood 
is found in high-end restaurants 
across Japan. But where better 
to sample it than straight from 
the source?

Whether it be from a humble res-
taurant serving the daily catch to 
haute cuisine venues offering a lit-
tle taste of luxury, there’s no short-
age of places to enjoy fresh seafood.

Perched on the edge of Ise-Shima 
National Park, Ran is a restaurant in 
the Oyado The Earth hotel serving 
guests a taste of the region as well 
as panoramic views of the Pacific.

Head chef Mototsugu Yamakawa 
specializes in Kaiseki, a meticulous 
style of dining that reflects the sea-
sons of Japan.

For almost two decades he has 
prided himself on serving the fresh-
est seafood from the peninsula, and 
sources produce from the ama di-
vers when possible.

The restaurant’s menu changes 
seasonally, with chef Yamakawa 
and his team creating edible art. 
Their current star dish? Black aba-
lone stir-fried with kohlrabi.

“Japanese cuisine is a visual feast 
to be enjoyed with the eyes and a 
sense of the season. That’s the best 
part of our cuisine,” says the chef.

“We want to offer our customers 
delicious food from here. The fresh-
ness is different when cooking with 
seafood straight from the sea, so it 
gives it a totally different flavor. As 
long as I’m here, I want to carry on 
protecting the ama tradition and 
nature.”

But that’s what makes this place 
so special. Travelers are rewarded 
with a different side of Japan — one 
of adventure, ancient traditions 
and endless beauty.

By Special Correspondents 

THE Bible’s lex talionis – “Eye 
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand 
for hand, foot for foot” (Exodus 
21:24-27) – has captured the hu-
man imagination for millennia. 
This idea of fairness has been a 
model for ensuring justice when 
bodily harm is inflicted.

Thanks to the work of lin-
guists, historians, archaeologists 
and anthropologists, research-
ers know a lot about how differ-
ent body parts are appraised in 
societies both small and large, 
from ancient times to the pre-
sent day.

But where did such laws 
originate?

According to one school of 
thought, laws are cultural con-
structions – meaning they vary 
across cultures and historical 
periods, adapting to local cus-
toms and social practices. By 
this logic, laws about bodily 
damage would differ substan-
tially between cultures.

Our new study explored a 
different possibility – that laws 
about bodily damage are rooted 
in something universal about 
human nature: shared intuitions 
about the value of body parts.

Do people across cultures 
and throughout history agree 
on which body parts are more 
or less valuable? Until now, no 
one had systematically tested 
whether body parts are valued 
similarly across space, time and 
levels of legal expertise – that 
is, among laypeople versus law-
makers.

We are psychologists who 

An eye for an eye: People agree on values  
of body parts across cultures and periods

first, or allocate a greater share of 
limited resources to its treatment.

This knowledge could also play 
a role in negotiations when one 
person has injured another. When 
person A injures person B, B or B’s 
family can claim compensation 
from A or A’s family. This practice 
appears around the world: among 
the Mesopotamians, the Chinese 
during the Tang dynasty, the Enga 
of Papua New Guinea, the Nuer 
of Sudan, the Montenegrins and 
many others. The Anglo-Saxon 
word “wergild,” meaning “man 
price,” now designates in general 
the practice of paying for body 
parts.

But how much compensation 
is fair? Claiming too little leads to 
loss, while claiming too much risks 
retaliation. To walk the fine line 
between the two, victims would 
claim compensation in Goldilocks 
fashion: just right, based on the 
consensus value that victims, of-
fenders and third parties in the 
community attach to the body 
part in question.

This Goldilocks principle is 
readily apparent in the exact pro-
portionality of the lex talionis 
– “eye for eye, tooth for tooth.” 
Other legal codes dictate precise 
values of different body parts but 
do so in money or other goods. 
For example, the Code of Ur-
Nammu, written 4,100 years ago 
in ancient Nippur, present-day 
Iraq, states that a man must pay 
40 shekels of silver if he cuts off 
another man’s nose, but only 2 
shekels if he knocks out another 
man’s tooth.

Testing the idea across cultures 
and time

study evaluative processes and 
social interactions. In previous 
research, we have identified regu-
larities in how people evaluate dif-
ferent wrongful actions, personal 
characteristics, friends and foods. 
The body is perhaps a person’s 
most valuable asset, and in this 
study we analyzed how people 
value its different parts. We inves-
tigated links between intuitions 
about the value of body parts and 
laws about bodily damage.

How critical is a body part or 
its function?

We began with a simple obser-
vation: Different body parts and 
functions have different effects 
on the odds that a person will sur-
vive and thrive. Life without a toe 
is a nuisance. But life without a 
head is impossible. Might people 
intuitively understand that differ-
ent body parts are have different 
values?

Knowing the value of body 
parts gives you an edge. For exam-
ple, if you or a loved one has suf-
fered multiple injuries, you could 
treat the most valuable body part 

These values 
seem due 
more to 
shared in-
tuitions than 
local customs 
or social prac-
tices. 

Japan’s last ‘Ama’ sea women

where life moves at a slower pace 
— just how the locals like it.

Far from the buzz of major cent-
ers like Tokyo and Osaka, which 
are experiencing record visitor 
numbers, Ise-Shima is relatively 
untouched.

Though this place has been a 
popular pilgrimage destination for 
locals for centuries, when it comes 
to international tourism it remains 
one of Japan’s best-kept secrets.

Pilgrimage to the ‘soul of Japan’
Since the Edo period (between 

1603 and 1868), pilgrims have 
come to this region to visit Japan’s 
most sacred Shinto shrine.

Ise Jingu is the ancient epicenter 
of Shinto spirituality. Made up of 
125 shrines, this sprawling com-
plex is home to the Naiku and 
Geko shrines — known as the soul 
of Japan.

Each year, millions of visitors 
come to pray to the sun deity, 

Amaterasu Omikami, and to soak 
up the area’s natural beauty. Here, 
centuries-old Japanese cedars and 
cypress trees tower over the struc-
tures. Visiting this serene place of 
worship, located in Ise City, is con-
sidered a once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ence for many in Japan.

Ise Jingu is also the gateway to the 
vast Ise-Shima National Park.

Stretching 55,500 hectares in size 
from the mountains to the sea — or 
about the size of France — this re-
gion’s access to nature makes it a 
perfect location to enjoy an outdoor 
escape.

An ancient waterfall media-
tion ritual

About a 30-minute drive from Ise 
Jingu, nestled in the lush mountains 
of Toba, sits the sacred Shirataki 
Falls.

Here, visitors can experience a 
centuries-old Buddhist ritual called 

takigyo, or waterfall meditation, 
which involves sitting under the 
rushing flows to help cleanse the 
body and spirit.

“This area has been a place of na-
ture worship for 1,300 years, where 
people purify themselves with the 
water,” says Shigeki Matsumoto, the 
Shirataki Daimyojin Shrine Associa-
tion’s chairman, as he walks with us 
through the forest.

“The practice is said to wash away 
distractions and help you to find a 
positive manner in your life.”

But the ritual is not for the faint-
hearted or cold adverse. The Shira-
taki Daimyojin Shrine Association 
leads travelers to experience the full 
power of the frigid waters cascading 
off the mountain year-round, even 
in the depths of winter.

The exhilarating practice requires 
self-control and mindfulness, testing 
your body and mind, as CNN senior 
correspondent Will Ripley found 

out.
Travelers can warm up after-

ward in one of the many forest 
saunas downstream from the falls.

Those interested in giving it a try 
should book in advance with the 
Shirataki Daimyojin Shrine Asso-
ciation.

Get the heart pumping
An array of outdoor activities 

can be enjoyed in the Ise-Shima re-
gion, from hiking and cycling tours 
to ziplining and even skydiving.

One of the best ways to explore 
the area is on four wheels.

In the south of the national park, 
near Minamiise Town, lies a laby-
rinth of off-road trails just waiting 
to be explored by ATV.

Kosuke Nakanishi is a local Ise 
guide who has spent years taking 
guests off the beaten path on these 
buggies.

He takes us whizzing through 

If people have intuitive 
knowledge of the values of 
different body parts, might 
this knowledge underpin laws 
about bodily damage across 
cultures and historical eras?

To test this hypothesis, we con-
ducted a study involving 614 peo-
ple from the United States and 
India. The participants read de-
scriptions of various body parts, 
such as “one arm,” “one foot,” “the 
nose,” “one eye” and “one molar 
tooth.” We chose these body parts 
because they were featured in 
legal codes from five different 
cultures and historical periods 
that we studied: the Law of Æthel-
berht from Kent, England, in 600 
C.E., the Guta lag from Gotland, 
Sweden, in 1220 C.E., and modern 
workers’ compensation laws from 
the United States, South Korea 
and the United Arab Emirates.

Participants answered one 
question about each body part 
they were shown. We asked some 
how difficult it would be for them 
to function in daily life if they 
lost various body parts in an ac-
cident. Others we asked to imag-
ine themselves as lawmakers and 
determine how much compensa-
tion an employee should receive 
if that person lost various body 
parts in a workplace accident. 
Still others we asked to estimate 
how angry another person would 
feel if the participant damaged 
various parts of the other’s body. 
While these questions differ, they 
all rely on assessing the value of 
different body parts.

To determine whether untu-
tored intuitions underpin laws, 
we didn’t include people who had 
college training in medicine or 
law.

Then we analyzed whether the 
participants’ intuitions matched 
the compensations established 
by law.

Our findings were striking. 
The values placed on body parts 

by both laypeople and lawmak-
ers were largely consistent. The 
more highly American laypeople 
tended to value a given body part, 
the more valuable this body part 
seemed also to Indian laypeople, 
to American, Korean and Emirati 
lawmakers, to King Æthelberht 
and to the authors of the Guta lag. 

For example, laypeople and 
lawmakers across cultures and 
over centuries generally agree 
that the index finger is more valu-
able than the ring finger, and that 
one eye is more valuable than one 
ear.

But do people value body parts 
accurately, in a way that corre-
sponds with their actual function-
ality? There are some hints that, 
yes, they do. For example, laypeo-
ple and lawmakers regard the loss 
of a single part as less severe than 
the loss of multiples of that part. 

In addition, laypeople and law-
makers regard the loss of a part 
as less severe than the loss of the 
whole; the loss of a thumb is less 
severe than the loss of a hand, 
and the loss of a hand is less se-
vere than the loss of an arm.

Additional evidence of accu-
racy can be gleaned from ancient 
laws. For example, linguist Lisi 
Oliver notes that in Barbarian 
Europe, “wounds that may cause 
permanent incapacitation or dis-
ability are fined higher than those 
which may eventually heal.”

Although people generally 
agree in valuing some body parts 
more than others, some sensi-
ble differences may arise. For 
instance, sight would be more 
important for someone making 
a living as a hunter than as a sha-
man. The local environment and 
culture might also play a role. For 
example, upper body strength 
could be particularly important 
in violent areas, where one needs 
to defend oneself against attacks. 
These differences remain to be in-
vestigated.



NATIONAL.NEWS  

Monday 13 January, 2025	 11

NEWS FEATURES

Enduring China-Africa bond drives
shared prosperity and modernisation

BEIJING

F
OR 35 consecutive years, 
China’s foreign ministers 
have made Africa the des-
tination of their first over-

seas visit of the year, underscoring 
the deep, lasting and continually 
evolving friendship between China 
and Africa.

This gesture, with Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi just conclud-
ing a four-nation Africa tour, speaks 
volumes about the profound bond 
between China and Africa, a rela-
tionship not defined by geography 
or culture, but by the enduring 
spirit of true friendship and com-
mon pursuit of modernization.

This strong friendship thrives on 
unwavering support and mutual 
respect for each other’s core in-
terests. Over 50 years ago, African 
nations championed the return of 
the People’s Republic of China to 
the United Nations, showcasing 
this enduring bond through their 
steadfast adherence to the one-
China principle and resolute sup-
port of China’s key concerns.

Meanwhile, China has steadfastly 
advocated for Africa on the global 
stage, being the first to support the 
African Union’s membership in the 
G20. This not only elevates Africa’s 
global stature but also amplifies 
the Global South’s voice on vital 
issues like climate change, global 
health, poverty and trade reform.

How deep the China-Africa 
friendship runs is most clearly re-
flected in the tangible outcomes 
of their cooperation. Since its in-
ception in 2000, the Forum on 
China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) 
has been instrumental in driving 
Africa’s development and improv-
ing the well-being of its people. It 
stands as a hallmark of China-Afri-
ca unity, a symbol of South-South 
cooperation and a leading example 
for international partnerships with 
the continent.

Over the past 25 years, Chinese 

President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China

companies have helped Afri-
can countries build or upgrade 
more than 10,000 km of rail-
ways, nearly 100,000 km of 
highways, 1,000 bridges, 100 
ports and 66,000 km of power 
transmission and distribution 
lines, all of which have created 
arteries of connectivity across 
the African continent.

Beyond infrastructure, China 
is also working with Africa to 
drive the continent’s green tran-
sition through investments in 
hydropower, wind power and 

solar energy, and address key 
challenges in agricultural tech-
nology and food security.

Over the past decade, China 
has set up 24 agricultural tech-
nology demonstration centers 
in Africa and popularized more 
than 300 advanced agricul-
tural technologies, which have 
increased local crop yields by 
an average of 30 to 60 percent, 
benefiting more than 1 million 
farmers in African countries.

Economic ties between the 
two sides continue to flourish. 

Chinese direct investment, to-
taling over 40 billion U.S. dol-
lars by the end of 2023, has po-
sitioned China as a key foreign 
investor in Africa.

Since Dec. 1, 2024, China has 
granted all least developed 
countries with which it has dip-
lomatic relations, including 33 
African countries, zero-tariff 
treatment on 100 percent of 
their product categories, exem-
plifying China’s commitment to 
shared growth.

These initiatives have not 

only boosted Africa’s infrastruc-
ture, technology and industrial 
growth, but also enhanced local 
communities’ access to educa-
tion, healthcare and energy, 
supporting Africa’s efforts in 
such critical areas as poverty 
reduction, climate change re-
sponse and economic diversifi-
cation.

The true friendship is also 
exemplified by their shared 
pursuit of modernization. The 
FOCAC Beijing Summit in 2024 
marked a pivotal moment. At 

       

NAIROBI

TURNING into Tatu City, on 
the outskirts of Nairobi, Kenya’s 
capital, feels like stepping into 
another world.

Even the country’s most reck-
less drivers seem to change. 
They slow down, stop littering, 
and obey traffic rules — thanks 
to pervasive surveillance cam-
eras and strict penalties for 
speeding and waste disposal.

For the 5,000 people who 
have already moved into Tatu, 
a “start-up city” that welcomed 
its first residents four years ago, 
the unwavering enforcement of 
these rules is part of the city’s 
appeal.

Digital content creator Valerie 
Akoko, who moved here two 
years ago, says, “I have never 
seen Tatu City dirty.”

“The rules require the estate 
to be cleaned regularly. In my 
two years here, there has nev-
er been an accident, no cases 
where a resident or guest ran 
over a child or anyone else. Be-
cause there are rules.”

Spanning 5,000 acres, Tatu 
City aims to live up to its name: 
a privately owned city designed 
to eventually house 250,000 
residents.

Already, it’s home to 88 busi-
nesses employing 15,000 peo-

ple, including CCI Global, which 
operates a 5,000-seat call cen-
tre, and Zhende Medical, a Chi-
nese medical supply manufac-
turer.

“If you look at the infrastruc-
ture, the utilities, the security 
controls — it’s one of the best,” 
says Sylvester Njuguna, who 
lives in Tatu and owns a restau-
rant there.

The Burns Brothers Inc., an 
entertainment company, is cur-
rently constructing a venue in 
Tatu City.

“We believe that this location 
will become a second Nairobi. 
We’re ahead of the curve here,” 
says Will Dos Santos, Head of 
Operations at The Burns Broth-
ers Inc. “We know that eco-
nomic development will spread 
around us, so from a business 
perspective, it makes perfect 
sense for us to be here.”

Tatu is not alone in its ambi-
tions. Similar new-city projects 
are popping up worldwide, but 
in sub-Saharan Africa, propo-
nents of these ventures hope 
they can address the continent’s 
unique urbanization challenge. 
While urban growth has histori-
cally driven poverty reduction 
elsewhere, Africa has largely 
been an exception.

Typically, urbanization leads 
to higher productivity, rising 

wages, growing exports, and 
overall national wealth. How-
ever, in Africa, urbanization has 
not sparked this kind of eco-
nomic transformation.

Africa’s urban population 
is set to increase by 900 mil-
lion by 2050, according to the 
United Nations, which is more 
than the combined urban pop-
ulations of Europe and North 
America today.

But unlike other regions, 
sub-Saharan Africa is urban-
izing while still relatively poor, 
compounded by weak property 
rights and political tensions.

Still, the idea of building new 
cities, equipped with modern 
infrastructure, is compelling. 
The Charter Cities Institute, a 
Washington-based non-profit, 
argues that if done correctly, 
such projects could spur eco-
nomic growth, create jobs, and 
lift millions out of poverty.

Tatu City is viewed as a 
model for this vision.

However, building new cities 
is a daunting challenge. Many 
projects have failed. Angola’s 
Quilamba city, which began 
construction in 2002, stands 
out as the most successful so 
far, with a population of over 
130,000. Built by CITIC, a state-
owned Chinese company, Qui-

KAMPALA

AFRICAN nations have 
adopted a new strategy to 
advance agricultural devel-
opment and food systems, a 
key source of livelihood for 
the continent’s population.

The 10-year strategy and 
action plan to implement the 
Comprehensive Africa Ag-
riculture Development Pro-
gram (CAADP), along with a 
consensus document titled 
the Kampala Declaration, 
were announced on Satur-
day at the conclusion of the 
African Union Extraordinary 
Summit on CAADP in Kam-
pala, the capital of Uganda.

Under the new framework, 
African countries committed 
to intensify sustainable food 
production by increasing 

They also agreed to boost 
investment and financing in 
the agricultural sector, aim-
ing to raise 100 billion U.S. 
dollars in public and private 
investments by 2035.

To achieve these goals, Af-
rican countries urge collec-
tive commitment from gov-
ernments, parliaments, food 
producers, the private sector 
and civil society to translate 
decisions into tangible re-

sults.
“Together, we can trans-

form Africa’s agri-food sys-
tem into a sustainable and 
inclusive future,” the Decla-
ration said.

CAADP was established in 
2003 to end hunger and fight 
poverty. At its inception, Af-
rican countries pledged to 
allocate 10 percent of their 
national budgets to agricul-
ture, with a focus on increas-
ing investment in the sector.

Speaking earlier at the 
summit on Saturday, Ugan-
dan President Yoweri Musev-
eni urged African nations to 
embrace commercial agri-
culture and value addition 
as a pathway to economic 
prosperity.

“Fully commercialize agri-
culture to achieve food secu-
rity and homestead income 
by undertaking agricultural 
enterprises. For families with 
four acres or less, adopt an 
intensive agriculture strat-
egy. For families with larger 
landholdings, use an exten-
sive agriculture approach,” 
Museveni said.

The three-day summit 
brought together over 2,000 
delegates, including agricul-
tural experts, ministers and 

heads of state from more 
than 40 AU members, to 
discuss the continent’s chal-
lenges and future in the agri-
cultural sector. 

CAADP is an Agenda 2063 
continental initiative that 
aims to help African coun-
tries eliminate hunger and 
reduce poverty by raising 
economic growth through 
agriculture-led develop-
ment.

Through CAADP, African 
governments agreed to allo-
cate at least 10% of national 
budgets to agriculture and 
rural development, and to 
achieve agricultural growth 
rates of at least 6% per an-
num. Underlying these in-
vestment commitments are 
targets for reducing poverty 
and malnutrition, increas-
ing productivity and farm 
incomes, and improving the 
sustainability of agricultural 
production and use of natu-
ral resources.

CAADP also supports 
countries to enhance resil-
ience to climate variability 
through development of dis-
aster preparedness policies 
and strategies, early warning 
response systems and social 
safety nets.

Tatu City:  Kenya’s model 
for African urbanisation

AU adopts landmark 10-year strategy 
for agricultural growth, food security

the summit, Chinese President 
Xi Jinping proposed that bilat-
eral relations between China 
and all African countries having 
diplomatic ties with China be 
elevated to the level of strategic 
relations.

Xi also proposed that the 
overall characterization of Chi-
na-Africa relations be elevated 
to an all-weather China-Africa 
community with a shared future 
for the new era.

To realize the vision of mod-
ernization, Xi proposed 10 
partnership actions to be im-
plemented in the next three 
years, which cover areas such 
as mutual learning among civi-
lizations, trade prosperity, in-
dustrial chain cooperation and 
connectivity.

As China strengthens its coop-
eration with African nations, the 
focus remains on creating long-
term and win-win outcomes 
that align with the development 
goals of both sides. This endur-
ing commitment is poised to 
drive further progress and co-
operation in the years ahead.

In a world marred by power 
politics and hegemony, the sig-
nificance of the China-Africa 
partnership becomes even 
clearer. It stands as a beacon of 
equality, common development 
and shared prosperity.

As the two sides embark on 
the journey of modernization 
together, they not only demon-
strate the power of collabora-
tion but also inspire the world to 
unite in the pursuit of prosper-
ity, justice and peace for all.

I want to 
become an 
ambassa-
dor in the 
future and 
learn more 
about Chi-
nese lan-
guage and 
culture.

lamba is now managed by the 
Angolan government.

Several other new city pro-
jects — from Zanzibar to Zambia 
— are underway, with experts 
estimating that a handful have 
a good chance of success. Of 
these, Tatu is the furthest along, 
already home to 26,400 resi-
dents, workers, and students.

Tatu City’s development may 
offer insights into what makes a 
new city thrive.

Experts agree that private 
sector involvement is essential 
in African urbanization, given 
the fiscal constraints of many 
African governments.

Rendeavour, the private com-
pany behind Tatu City, has the 
resources to drive the project 
forward. However, relying solely 
on the private sector can lead to 
problems, including increased 
inequality. For example, at Eko 
Atlantic, a new city near Lagos, 
the average property price is 
$415,000, which is beyond the 
reach of most Nigerians.

In contrast, a one-bedroom 
apartment in Tatu City costs 
$45,500 — still out of reach for 
many Kenyans, but attainable 
for some in the emerging mid-
dle class. Kenya’s per capita 
GDP was $1,961 in 2023, accord-
ing to the World Bank.

The development collabo-
rates with Kenya’s government, 
which has designated Tatu City 
as a special economic zone. 
This gives companies located 
there access to tax benefits and 
other incentives, making it an 
example of a successful public-
private partnership.

Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni speaks during the conclusion of the African Union 
Extraordinary Summit on the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program 
(CAADP) in Kampala, Uganda on January 11, 2025. African nations on Saturday adopted 
a new strategy to advance agricultural development and food systems, a key source of 
livelihood for the continent’s population.
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By Guardian Correspondent

A
DOPTION is a process 
of providing orphaned 
children with stable, 
loving families, to give 

them the opportunity to grow 
and thrive in a friendly, loving and 
caring environment.

It is the right of every child to live 
in a safe, nurturing and loving envi-
ronment. Marzia Golden Manor is 
an institution that is involved in the 
care, management and welfare of 
orphans and vulnerable children at 
its centre in Dar es Salaam Region. 
Marzia Golden Manor is registered 
with the government and operates 
in close collaboration with the so-
cial welfare office.

skills needed to integrate into soci-
ety as responsible and productive 
individuals.

Safe homes empower children to 
realize their potential, contributing 
positively to their communities and 
society. When these children thrive, 
they become adults who can give 
back, reducing societal burdens in 
the long term.

Marzia Golden Manor’s place 
Marzia Golden Manor has a seri-

ous responsibility to raise children 
who are at their facility, but they 
also have a greater responsibility 
to oversee the adoption process for 
children who pass through this facil-
ity.

The researcher explained that 
while interviewing quoted Ali Dewji, 
Manager of Marzia: “The centre’s 
goal is not only to provide children 
with food and shelter, but also to 
promote emotional and psychologi-
cal well-being so that they are ready 
for adoption and can connect with 
their new families.” 

Marzia works closely with the 
government through social welfare 
offices to ensure that children are 
given suitable families to take care 
of them.

Success stories
In her research, Aaliyah Haji ex-

plained that initially, Nadia (Name 
changed to protect the child) was 
afraid of joining her new family, but 
eventually through a long process 
under the supervision of Marzia, Na-
dia and her adoptive mother man-
aged to build a good relationship 
and to this day they live in peace 
and great love.

Aaliyah Haji explained that her 
mother Nadia later decided to take 
in and adopt two more children 
from Marzia after Nadia. “Her jour-
ney wasn’t just about finding a fami-
ly; it was about finding a place where 
she would feel loved and wanted. 
Marzia’s services were essential to 
her transition into her new family,” 
says Anisa Nasser, Marzia’s manager.

The student, in his research, said 
that positive developments in this 
new family show that Marzia’s ef-
forts and procedures to prepare 
children for adoption are working 
and successful, said Nadia’s mother.

“Nadia adapted quickly, as she was 
prepared by Marzia to understand 
about adoption. All the children call 
me ‘mama’ and look at me as their 
biological mother. The love and nur-
turing made”, she stated.

By Alexandre Almeida

OUR body isn’t just human — it’s 
home to trillions of microorgan-
isms found in or on us. In fact, there 
are more microbes in our gut than 
there are stars in the Milky Way. 
These microbes are essential for 
human health, but scientists are 
still figuring out exactly what they 
do and how they help.

In a new study, published in Na-
ture Microbiology, my colleagues 
and I explored how certain gut bac-
teria can protect us from harmful 
ones – a group known as Enterobac-
teriaceae. These bacteria include 
species such as Escherichia coli (E 
coli). This is normally harmless in 
small amounts but can cause infec-
tions and other health problems if it 
grows too much.

We found that our gut environ-
ment — shaped by things like diet 

Fibre may help protect your gut 
from overgrowth of harmful bugs

Apart from 
raising 
children, 
the Marzia 
Golden Manor 
centre has a 
responsibility 
to promote 
their emo-
tional and 
psychological 
well-being.

In addition, Aaliyah Haji, a 
student at IST School in Dar es 
Salaam who conducted this re-
search, which is based on Ma-
slow’s Hierarchy of Needs, dem-
onstrates the power of changing 
lives through family upbringing 
and the positive impact of adop-
tion on children and the fami-
lies that receive them.

Adoption in Tanzania is guid-
ed by national laws and policies 
that emphasize the importance 
of family-based care rather than 
institutional care. 

The Tanzanian Children Act 
of 2009 outlines the rights of 
children and emphasizes that, 
wherever possible, children 
should be raised by their fami-

lies of origin.
However, the reality is differ-

ent, especially for abandoned 
children or those whose fami-
lies lack the economic capacity 
to raise them in a supportive en-
vironment.

The right adoption has the 
power to transform the lives 
of orphaned, abandoned and 
vulnerable children. By join-
ing the right families who have 
gone through a rigorous adop-
tion process and are loving, it 
provides children with a family, 
security, and love that will lead 
to better emotional and psycho-
logical well-being and develop-
ment.

According to a United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF) re-
port, family care provides chil-
dren with the resilience they 
need to thrive.

The adoption process in Tan-
zania reflects a growing under-
standing of the importance of 
building strong family relation-
ships and connecting children 
to safe and supportive homes.

Through this process, chil-
dren gain not only a stable en-
vironment but also the oppor-
tunity to thrive and reach their 
full potential.

Providing safe homes for or-
phaned, abandoned, and vul-
nerable children is essential be-
cause every child has the right 
to a safe and nurturing environ-

— plays a big role in keeping 
potentially harmful bacteria 
in check.

To reach this conclusion, 
we analysed over 12,000 
stool samples from people 
in 45 countries. Using DNA 
sequencing technologies, 
we were able to identify and 
quantify the microbes de-
tected in each sample. We 
found that the gut microbi-
ome composition of people 
with Enterobacteriaceae 
was fundamentally different 
from those without.

By analysing these mi-
crobes and their genes, we 
could accurately predict 
(about 80% of the time) 
whether someone had En-
terobacteriaceae in their 
gut. This showed us that the 
types of bacteria in our gut 
are closely tied to whether 
harmful species can take 
over.

Digging further we discov-
ered two groups of bacteria: 
those that thrived alongside 
Enterobacteriaceae (so-
called “co-colonisers”) and 

those that were rarely found 
together (“co-excluders”).

One type of co-excluder 
bacteria, called Faecalibac-
terium, stood out as particu-
larly important. It produces 
chemicals called short-chain 
fatty acids by breaking down 
a variety of fibres in our diet. 
This in turn can stop harm-
ful bacteria like Enterobacte-
riaceae from growing.

The presence of these fatty 
acids was one of the strong-
est signals we observed be-
tween co-excluders and co-

colonisers. They have also 
been previously implicated 
in a wide range of health 
benefits, such as reduced 
inflammation and improved 
gut function.

Another intriguing obser-
vation from our study was 
that co-colonisers (bacteria 
that live alongside Entero-
bacteriaceae) were more 
adaptable. They had diverse 
abilities to break down dif-
ferent nutrients and were 
able to survive in environ-
ments that also suit Entero-

bacteriaceae.
This was especially surpris-

ing as previous studies in mice 
have argued that bacteria that 
eat the same types of foods 
and nutrients would have a 
hard time living together in 
the gut. 

This again pointed to the 
fact that the gut environmen-
tal conditions (nutrients, pH, 
oxygen level) are the main fac-
tors that determine whether 
a person is going to be colo-
nised or not by Enterobacte-
riaceae in their gut.

More effective than pro-
biotics

Our findings could lead to 
new ways to prevent and treat 
infections without antibiotics. 
For example, instead of kill-
ing harmful bacteria directly 

Creating safe homes: Adoption and its 
role in children’s, country development

ment, as recognized by interna-
tional frameworks like the UN 
Convention on the Rights of the 
Child. A stable home ensures 
that their fundamental needs—
shelter, food, education, and 
healthcare—are met.

Orphaned or abandoned chil-
dren often experience trauma, 
a safe and caring home offers 
them emotional stability and 
helps in healing from past expe-
riences. A secure environment 
protects children from abuse, 
exploitation and neglect, ena-
bling them to grow in a healthy 
way.

Growing up in a stable envi-
ronment helps children learn 
values, social norms, and the 

(which can also harm good 
bacteria), we could boost the 
co-excluders or create diets 
that support their growth.

This strategy may be more 
effective than taking probiot-
ics directly, as new bacteria 
added to the intestinal tract 
have been previously shown 
to only live for a limited pe-
riod in the gut. We could also 
target specific pathways that 
harmful bacteria use to sur-
vive, making them less of a 
threat.

While our research provides 
new and important insights, 
there’s still a lot to learn. Many 
regions, including parts of 
South America and Africa, 
are underrepresented in mi-
crobiome studies. This limits 
our understanding of how gut 
bacteria vary across different 
populations.

Also, while our study high-
lights important patterns and 
interactions, we don’t yet fully 
understand the causes and 
mechanisms behind these re-
lationships.

Future research will inte-
grate additional tools, such 
as metabolomics (studying 
chemicals microbes produce) 
and transcriptomics (studying 
how genes are activated), to 
create a clearer picture of how 
the gut ecosystem works for 
our health benefit.

In addition, the next steps 
should focus on designing 
studies to test whether specif-
ic types of diets (for instance, 
high fibre v low fibre) affect 
the incidence of potentially 
harmful bacteria and other 
diseases in the long term. By 
better understanding how mi-
crobes interact and communi-
cate in our gut, we can develop 
more precise, non-antibiotic 
therapies to protect against 
infections in the future.
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BUSINESS Central bank governor hails 
importance of capital markets

Ethiopia inaugurates 
securities exchange to 
liberalise the economy

ADDIS ABABA

ETHIOPIA has officially launched 
the country’s securities exchange 
(ESX) at an event officiated by Prime 
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed on Friday 
last week. 

The exchange, established by the 
country’s sovereign wealth fund, 
Ethiopia Investment Holdings (EIH) 
in partnership with the Ministry 
of Finance with support from FSD 
Africa and FSD Ethiopia, marks a 
historic milestone in Ethiopia’s eco-
nomic development. 

Licensed by the Ethiopian Capital 
Market Authority in December 2024 
to operate as a Securities Exchange 
and Over the Counter (OTC) market, 
ESX is set to revolutionise the na-
tion’s capital markets. 

By providing equitable access 
to capital and enhancing liquidity, 
it aims to support private sector 
growth in Ethiopia, the second most 
populous country in Africa and one 
of the fastest growing economies 
globally, with projected GDP growth 
of 6.5 in 2025. 

For decades Ethiopia’s financial 
sector has lacked a strong mecha-
nism for equitable access to capital 
and liquidity for the private sector. 

In particular, the lack of an inter-
bank trading platform has meant 
banks could not effectively lend to 
one another. 

This resulted in high interest rates 
to borrowers and significant ineffi-
ciencies in bank liquidity manage-
ment which has in turn constrained 
businesses, particularly small and 
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).  

The new exchange is already ad-
dressing this challenge. An inter-
bank trading platform, which is 

part of the exchange, is optimising 
liquidity and improving credit flow 
in the banking system. 

Since its pilot in late October 
2024, the platform has facilitated 
trades exceeding ETB 135 billion 
(USD 1.1 billion), demonstrating ro-
bust uptake by the banking sector. 

By enhancing price transparency 
and reducing transaction costs, the 
platform is already improving cred-
it accessibility for businesses, ena-
bling them to grow, innovate, and 
drive economic activity. 

ESX’s state-of-the-art multi-asset 
Electronic Trading Platform, which 
is integrated with a modern Central 
Securities Depository for post-trade 
settlement and clearing, will also 
support more efficient issuance 
and trading of financial instruments 
such as Equities, Treasury Bills and 
Bonds, Corporate Bonds, Commer-
cial Papers, Repos, and Derivatives. 

This is expected to attract both 
domestic and international inves-
tors, further strengthening Ethio-
pia’s financial markets. 

ESX CEO Tilahun Esmael Kas-
sahun was optimistic that the new 
bourse would inject dynamism in 
the economy and deepen especially 
the debt market to the benefit of all 
actors in the ecosystem.

 “We see the new securities ex-
change as a multi-faceted financial 
infrastructure, providing multiple 
markets and variety of products, 
catering for different types of issu-
ers and investors. The Fixed income 
market will provide a platform to 
list and trade debt instruments in-
cluding treasury bills and bonds, 
corporate bonds and Shariah com-
pliant securities such as Sukuk 
Bonds,” said Kassahun.

By Francis Kajubi

T
HE Bank of Tan-
zania’s (BoT) 
governor Em-
manuel Tutuba 

(pictured) has hailed the 
importance of capital 
markets in stimulating 
economic development 
in realizing the successful 
digital economy.

He made the remarks on 
Friday in Dar es Salaam 
when he graced the clos-
ing of DCB Commercial 
Bank Plc right issue share 
sale at the Dar es Salaam 
Stock Exchange (DSE) 
which was opened in No-
vember last year.

Tutuba said capital mar-
kets accelerate businesses 
to expand, develop inno-

vations, and contribute to 
job creation.

The listing of the bank’s 
right issue shares has been 
successful and received a 
great response from share-
holders and shows the 
confidence that investors 
have in the bank and its 
journey of transformation.

“The bank has success-
fully increased its capital 
from 15bn/- to 25.7bn/-. 
The financial sector has 
made great strides in de-
velopment over the years, 
and the bank has been an 
important part of this jour-
ney;

“Since it was estab-
lished in 2002, the bank 
has shown a strong com-
mitment to creativity and 
quality,” said Tutuba.

He explained that the 
bank has long been rec-
ognized for empowering 
low-income communities 
to access capital through 
affordable loans to bridge 
the gap between people 
who are not served by the 
formal banking system.

“I am interested in the 
initiatives that the bank 
has taken in line with na-
tional development priori-
ties, including empower-
ing women entrepreneurs, 
market traders, and spe-
cial groups through inno-
vative credit products,” he 
said.

He said initiatives like 
these contribute signifi-
cantly to reducing poverty 
and enabling communities 
to achieve the goals that 

are part of the nation’s 
economic agenda.

“Your growth journey re-
flects your strong commit-
ment to create opportuni-
ties for individuals, small 
businesses, and organiza-
tions to access financial 
services, thus improving 
lives and contributing to 
the prosperity of the na-
tional economy,” said Tu-
tuba.

Sabasaba Moshingi, 
DCB Chief Executive Of-
ficer said that listing of the 
right issue was part of the 
bank’s five-year strategic 
plan 2024 - 2028 aimed at 
raising the bank’s capital 
base.

He said in 2023 the bank 
recorded a loss of 4.6bn/- 
before tax. Through the 

Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed rings the bell to officially inaugurate the 
Ethiopia Securities Exchange (ESX).

NEW YORK

GLOBAL economic 
growth is projected to 
remain at 2.8 per cent in 
2025, unchanged from 
this past year, according 
to a UN flagship report re-
leased late last week.  

The World Economic 
Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) 2025 report shows 
that despite withstanding 
a series of mutually rein-
forcing shocks, global eco-
nomic growth has stag-
nated and remains below 
the pre-pandemic annual 
average of 3.2 per cent.

The report produced 
by the UN Department of 
Economic and Social Af-
fairs (DESA), highlights 
the enduring impact of 
weak investment, sluggish 
productivity, and high 
debt levels on global eco-

nomic performance.
UN Secretary-General 

António Guterres, in his 
foreword, called for de-
cisive action to address 
these challenges.

“Countries cannot ig-
nore these perils. In our 
interconnected economy, 
shocks on one side of the 
world push up prices on 
the other. Every country is 
affected and must be part 
of the solution,” he stated.

The United States is ex-
pected to experience a 
slowdown in 2025 as la-
bour markets soften and 
consumer spending set-
tles down, the report pro-
jects.

Meanwhile, despite eas-
ing inflation and resilient 
labour markets, Europe’s 
economic recovery re-
mains constrained due 
to recurring challenges 

such as weak productiv-
ity growth and an ageing 
population.

In East Asia, the econo-
my is projected to sustain 
relatively strong growth, 
supported by robust pri-
vate consumption and 
stable performance in 
China.

On the other hand, 
South Asia is poised to re-
main the fastest-growing 
region, driven by India’s 
continued economic ex-
pansion.

In Africa, modest im-
provements in growth 
are anticipated, thanks to 
recoveries in major econ-
omies including Egypt, 
Nigeria, and South Africa. 
Although conflicts, rising 
debt-servicing costs and 
climate-related challeng-
es weigh heavily on the 
region’s prospects.

Overall, global trade is 
forecast to expand by 3.2 
per cent in 2025, driven 
by strong exports from 
Asia and a rebound in ser-
vices trade.

Moreover, inflation is 
projected to ease globally, 
declining to 3.4 per cent, 
providing some relief to 
businesses and house-
holds.

Food inflation remains 
a pressing issue in many 
developing countries.

Nevertheless, many de-
veloping countries are ex-
pected to face persistent 
inflationary pressures, 
with one in five experi-
encing double-digit rates. 
High debt burdens and 
limited access to interna-
tional financing will con-
tinue to hinder recovery.

Food inflation remains 
a pressing issue, with 

nearly half of developing 
countries experiencing 
rates above five per cent.

This has deepened food 
insecurity, particularly 
in low-income nations 
already grappling with 
extreme weather events, 
conflicts and economic 
instability.

The report warns that 
persistent food inflation, 
coupled with slow eco-
nomic growth, could push 
millions further into pov-
erty.

Growing industrial de-
mand for critical miner-
als, such as lithium and 
cobalt, presents both op-
portunities and risks.

For resource-rich de-
veloping countries, these 
minerals offer potential 
for growth, job creation 
and increased revenues 
to accelerate progress 

towards the 17 Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDGs).

However, the report 
warns that poor govern-
ance, unsafe labour prac-
tices and environmental 
degradation could under-
mine long-term benefits 
and exacerbate inequali-
ties.

Calling for comprehen-
sive policies to ensure sus-
tainable extraction and 
equitable benefit-sharing, 
DESA chief Li Junhua 
emphasised: “Critical 
minerals have immense 
potential to accelerate 
sustainable development, 
but only if managed re-
sponsibly.”

The report concludes 
with a call for bold multi-
lateral action to address 
interconnected global 
crises, including debt, 

good leadership of the 
bank’s board and man-
agement and employees, 
the bank has been able 
to come out of losses and 
earn a profit before tax of 
317mn/- in 2024.

“The loans we issued 
have grown from 128mn/- 
in the first quarter to 
131mn/- in the fourth 
quarter. Customer depos-
its have increased from 
154bn/- in the first quar-
ter. Reducing NPLs from 
6.9bn/- in the first quarter 
to 4.7bn/- in the fourth 
quarter of the year,” said 
Moshingi.

For his part, DCB Board 
of Directors Chairperson 
Zawadia Nanyaro said 
that in order for the finan-
cial sector to stand firm, 
capital development is an 
important thing where 
the bank listed the right 
issues on November 11, 
2024, with the objectives 
of increasing the capital 
by 10.74bn/- .

“The sale of rights is-
sues was officially closed 
on December 6, 2024 and 
it has been of great suc-
cess and met the goals by 
100 percent, thus fulfilling 
the bank’s ambition to in-
crease the capital from the 
15bn/- we had to 25.7bn/-,” 
said Nanyaro.

Nanyaro said that the re-
sults after the sale of rights 
issues are going to bring 
economic productivity to 
shareholders and Tanzani-
ans in general.

After raising capital, the 
bank aims to grow busi-
nesses and provide SMEs 
with capital to grow their 
businesses.

UN projects stagnation of global growth in 2025

inequality and climate 
change.

Governments are urged 
to focus on investments in 

clean energy, infrastruc-
ture and critical social 
sectors such as health and 
education.

SINGAPORE

A global sell-off in bonds 
has dominated markets 
this week, fuelled by fears 
of a pick-up in inflation, as 
well as uncertainty over 
tariffs under the incoming 
US administration led by 
Donald Trump

The dollar looked set to 
log a sixth straight week 
of outperformance against 
other currencies on Friday, 
underpinned by elevated 
bond yields and expecta-
tions of another strong set 
of US job numbers, while 
sterling continued to slide.

A global sell-off in bonds 
has dominated markets 
this week, fuelled by fears 
of a pick-up in inflation, as 
well as uncertainty over 
tariffs under the incoming 
US administration led by 

Donald Trump.
This has boosted the dol-

lar, and cast a shadow over 
other currencies, which 
have recorded steep losses 
against the greenback.

US 10-year Treasury 
yields remained elevated 
on Friday. The yields have 
climbed around 10 basis 
points this week to 4.69 
percent.

Currency markets were 
relatively subdued on Fri-
day, ahead of key US non-
farm payrolls data, which 
investors will watch to 
confirm their view that US 
rates could stay higher for 
longer.

"We think the balance 
of risks is tilted to the up-
side for the dollar today, 
as robust job figures could 
prompt markets to price 
out a March cut and poten-

tially push the first fully-
priced move beyond June," 
said Francesco Pesole, ING 
forex strategist.

The pound continued 
to slide, and was last at 
$1.2303.

The dollar has gained 1 
percent this week on the 
pound, which was bat-
tered to a 14-month low on 
Thursday in tandem with a 
selloff in gilts and concern 
about British government 
finances.

"What makes the cur-
rent situation particularly 
noteworthy is that higher 
interest rates normally 
help strengthen the cur-
rency, so the fact we're see-
ing the pound weaken even 
as gilt yields rise goes to 
demonstrate how nervous 
investors are right now," 
Deutsche Bank analysts 

said in a note.
The dollar also gained 

0.45 percent on the yen this 
week.

The yen strengthened 
briefly on Friday to 157.62 
per dollar, but was last flat 
around 158.12 per dollar.

Prospects of sustained 
wage gains in Japan and the 
boost to import costs from 
a weak yen have height-
ened attention within the 
central bank to rising infla-
tionary pressures that may 
lead to an upgrade in its 
price forecast this month, 
sources said.

In the euro zone, the sin-
gle currency was flat on the 
day as well as on the week 
at $1.0299, but was not trad-
ing far from the two-year 
low of $1.0224 it hit last 
week.

A significant number 

of foreign exchange fore-
casters expect the euro to 
reach parity with the dol-
lar in 2025, a Reuters poll 
showed this week.

This left the dollar index 
set for a sixth consecutive 
weekly gain, its longest run 
since an 11-week streak in 
2023.

The index was last flat at 
109.15, set for a 0.2 percent 
weekly rise.

US non-farm payrolls 
data is expected to show the 
economy added 160,000 
jobs in December on top of 
the 227,000 in November, 
with unemployment hold-
ing at 4.2 percent.

Anything stronger would 
add to the case for fewer 
Federal Reserve rate cuts 
and may set off another 
round of selling in jittery 
bond markets.

Dollar clings on to gains ahead of US jobs data

UN Secretary-General António Guterres
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Uganda to maintain theme for 
upcoming financial year budget

California 
homeowners’ 
insurance 
market tested 
as fires rage

Nigeria experts call for reforms in oil, gas
 LAGOS

EXPERTS and stake-
holders in the oil and gas 
and policymakers have 
called for urgent reforms 
in Nigeria’s oil and gas sec-
tor to increase economic 
growth.

They made the at a one-
day symposium themed 
“Nigeria Petroleum Indus-
try: The Way Forward,” 
organised by Classmas-
ters in collaboration with 
other partners.

The symposium fo-
cused on addressing the 
social, economic, and en-
vironmental challenges 
affecting the sector cen-
tral to Nigeria’s economy 
for nearly seven decades.

Speaking to journal-
ists at the sideline inter-
view of the symposium, 
the Managing Director 
of Classmasters Limited, 
publishers of Develop-
ment Agenda Magazine, 
Paddy Ezeala, called for 
collaboration and innova-
tive solutions to tackle the 
oil and gas sector chal-
lenges.

He said, “We aim to en-
sure that all stakeholders 

The EAC third largest economy is planning to expand the size of the economy from about currently USD50 bil-
lion to USD500 billion by 2040.

KAMPALA

T
HE Ministry of 
Finance, Plan-
ning, and Eco-
nomic Develop-

ment has announced that 
it will maintain the theme 
for the coming financial 
year’s budget as “Full 
Monetization of Uganda’s 
Economy through Com-
mercial Agriculture, In-
dustrialization, Expanding 
and Broadening Services, 
Digital Transformation, 
and Market Access.”

In a statement, the min-
istry revealed that the 
budget’s objective is to 
strengthen the economic 
growth drivers necessary 
to restore the economy to 
the medium-term growth 
path.

These efforts are aimed 
at significantly expanding 
Uganda’s Gross Domes-
tic Product (GDP), with a 
target to increase it ten-
fold from the current $53 
billion to $500 billion by 
2040. Additionally, the 
government plans to dou-
ble GDP to $100 billion by 
the financial year 2029/30.

The upcoming budget 
emphasizes the need for 
commercial agriculture, 
industrialization, and ex-
panding the services sec-
tor.

Digital transformation 
and improved market ac-
cess also feature promi-

nently as critical compo-
nents of the government’s 
strategy to achieve eco-
nomic growth and mod-
ernization.

The Ministry highlighted 
that achieving these objec-
tives requires focusing on 
strengthening the drivers 
of economic growth and 
ensuring the full monetiza-
tion of Uganda’s economy.

This includes creating 
an enabling environment 
for private sector invest-
ment, increasing agricul-
tural productivity, and 
expanding industrial and 
service sectors.

The budget theme 
and its objectives are in 
line with the goals of the 
Fourth National Develop-
ment Plan (NDPIV), which 

seeks to “Achieve higher 
household incomes, full 
monetization of the econ-
omy, and employment for 
sustainable socio-econom-
ic transformation.”

NDPIV prioritizes initia-
tives that directly contrib-
ute to improving house-
hold incomes and creating 
employment opportuni-
ties, which are central to 

socio-economic transfor-
mation.

By aligning the budget 
with NDPIV, the govern-
ment aims to drive inclu-
sive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth, ensuring 
benefits are felt across all 
segments of society.

The ministry reaffirmed 
its commitment to realiz-
ing Uganda’s Vision 2040, 

understand the complexi-
ties of this industry and 
collaboratively create a 
path forward that meets 
global standards.

“This industry is vital to 
our economy and national 
identity. For decades, we 
have failed to harness its 
potential fully. There is an 
urgent need for reforms 
and a unified strategy.

“The Petroleum Indus-
try Act (PIA) was a signifi-

cant topic of discussion. 
Attendees advocated for 
amendments to address 
the diverse interests of 
stakeholders, including 
environmentalists, host 
communities, local op-
erators, and international 
firms.

“No document is flaw-
less, but this symposium 
aims to generate action-
able recommendations 
to drive meaningful pro-

gress.”
Ezeala explained the 

event’s distinctiveness 
and strong support from 
key industry players, in-
cluding NNPC Limited 
(NNPCL).

“Unlike previous gath-
erings, the outcomes of 
this symposium will not 
be ignored. As an environ-
mentalist, I strongly advo-
cate for mandatory envi-
ronmental responsibility 

HARARE

REGIONAL supermarket 
chain Choppies has exited 
the Zimbabwean market, 
citing the hostile eco-
nomic environment in the 
Southern African country, 
characterised by currency 
instability and the col-
lapse of formal businesses.

Choppies, founded in 
Botswana and with stores 
in four southern African 
countries, entered Zim-
babwe’s retail market in 
2013. It also has operations 
in Zambia and Namibia.

Choppies exited Kenya 
in 2020 after its business 
routinely ran at a loss.

In Zimbabwe, it bought 

stores from businessman 
Raj Modi, who is now 
Zimbabwe’s Industry and 
Commerce deputy minis-
ter. But Choppies said the 
Zimbabwe Gold (ZiG) cur-
rency introduced in April 
2024 has been unstable, 
making the business envi-
ronment unfriendly.

Modi, through his 
SaiMart, has since retaken 
a portion of Choppies’ 
30-store network for an 
undisclosed amount.

In a notice to suppliers 
on the transition, Chop-
pies said: “Kindly note 
that business operations 
will continue as normal. 
All local staff and manage-
ment have been moved to 

SaiMart.”
Modi said the Choppies’ 

business model would not 
change in Zimbabwe and 
they were expecting to 
expand their footprint.“As 
SaiMart, we are commit-
ted to providing afford-
able products and making 
shopping convenient for 
our customers,” he said.

“This acquisition is a stra-
tegic step toward achiev-
ing that goal.”Choppies 
first announced its inten-
tion to leave Zimbabwe in 
November 2024, citing the 
country’s exchange rate 
policies that have driven 
customers away from for-
mal retailers to informal 
traders.“In Zimbabwe, 

over the last two years, 
there has been a signifi-
cant shift to the informal 
sector, leaving the formal 
retail sector to battle a 
reduction of up to 30 per-
cent in footfall and having 
to compete with the infor-
mal sector,” Choppies said 
at the time.

The announcement 
came a month after Zimba-
bwe’s top retailers warned 
that most of them faced 
collapse because of the 
government’s insistence 
on the use of an exchange 
rate that they deemed 
overvalued and a threat to 
competitiveness.

In April 2024, Zimbabwe 
launched its new gold-

backed currency ZiG to 
replace the local unit that 
had lost almost 80 percent 
of its value in a couple of 
months.

Formal businesses are 
required to set prices 
based on the official ex-
change rate of 25.2 to the 
US dollar, which sells for 
as much as 40 ZiG on the 
more widely used parallel 
market.

The Retailers Associa-
tion of Zimbabwe (RAZ), 
which represents most of 
the country’s biggest retail 
chains, said the overval-
ued exchange rate made 
their products more ex-
pensive than those in 
shops.

Claire Boston 

RAGING wildfires in Southern California are an 
early, high-stakes test of new regulations designed 
to shore up the state’s spiraling homeowners in-
surance market.

Rules that aim to lure insurers back to the fire-
prone state were finalized by the state’s insurance 
commissioner in December and take effect this 
month. 

The regulations allow the companies to consider 
climate change risks when setting rates. Over time, 
insurers will also have to increase their coverage 
offerings to high-risk areas.

The changes are an effort to align California’s in-
surance rules closer with other states and stem a 
statewide crisis that’s deepened as climate change 
increases the frequency and intensity of wildfires 
and other natural disasters.

That’s on grim display now as five wildfires have 
burned through 29,000 acres across Los Angeles 
and surrounding areas gripped by a months-long 
drought. 

Nearly 180,000 people remain under evacuation 
orders, and the fires already rank as the most de-
structive in the city’s history.

“It’s unprecedented, and it’s unbelievable how 
many fires we actually have going on,” Karl Sus-
man, president of Susman Insurance Services, told 
Yahoo Finance on Wednesday. “There are literally 
fires in almost every corner of Southern Califor-
nia.”

January isn’t typical wildfire season in the state, 
but a drier climate has extended the risks into the 
colder months. The blazes have ripped through 
wealthy neighborhoods of Los Angeles, including 
Pacific Palisades where the median home price is 
$3.5 million.

Insurers will likely be on the hook for a large 
percentage of what’s lost.

Facing mounting losses from paying out Cali-
fornia claims, insurance giants, including Allstate, 
State Farm, and Farmers, have either pulled out 
of the state entirely in recent years or limited the 
new policies they’ll write. The exodus left millions 
of residents scrambling to find alternative cover-
age in a shrinking market.

It also prompted the new rules taking effect this 
month, which, in addition to allowing underwrit-
ers to account for climate change risks, also let 
insurance companies pass on the cost of reinsur-
ance to consumers. 

That’s the insurance that insurers buy to spread 
their own risk. All other states already allow rein-
surance costs to be reflected in consumers’ premi-
ums.

Because the new regulations mean many Califor-
nians will see higher premiums, they have drawn 
ire from some consumer groups. But experts say 
such increases are needed as the planet warms 
and natural disasters mount.

Many insurers still believe it’s possible to do 
business in the state, at the right price, said David 
Russell, a professor of insurance and finance at 
California State University, Northridge. The latest 
fires could send premiums even higher, he added.

“They believe that wildfires are insurable,” Rus-
sell said. “Before, they weren’t able to charge what 
it took.”

Insurers have largely supported the changes, 
which Insurance Commissioner Ricardo Lara 
heralded as “a historic moment for California,” 
in a statement last month. Farmers said it would 
resume offering certain types of coverage in the 
state, and Allstate has also suggested it would re-
turn.

The blaze started on Tuesday last week partly 
due to gusts from the Santa Ana winds.

which aims to transform 
Uganda into a modern and 
prosperous country.

By focusing on GDP ex-
pansion and economic 
diversification, the gov-
ernment is laying the 
groundwork for achieving 
this ambitious vision.

Uganda’s economic 
outlook for 2025 is posi-
tive, with some projecting 
growth of up to 7.1 percent, 
driven by the start of oil 
exports and improved net 
trade.

According to KPMG, 
domestic revenue in fi-
nancial year 2024/25, is 
estimated at Ushs 31.982 
trillion; about 14.2 percent 
of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP).

The government plans to 
collect Ushs 29.67 trillion 
as tax revenue in the next 
financial year 2024/25.

The budget for the 
current financial year is 
aimed at achieving the 
following broad objective 
to expand the size of the 
economy from about cur-
rent USD 50 billion to USD 
500 billion by 2040.

Over the medium term, 
growth is projected to 
significantly accelerate to 
10.8 percent in FY26 as oil 
production starts, and lat-
er return to around 6 per-
cent as the oil production 
plateaus. Growth will also 
be driven by a recovery in 
tourism.

Retail chain Choppies exits Zimbabwe 

“The Niger Delta, despite 
being the source of the 
country’s oil wealth, re-
mains one of the most un-
derdeveloped areas. The 
people of this region see 
little to no benefit from 
the resources extracted 
from their land, fueling 
resentment and security 
crises. As long as these 
grievances persist, the 
challenges will remain.”

He argued that imple-
menting the Petroleum 
Industry Act (PIA) pre-
sents a unique opportuni-
ty to address these issues.

“The PIA offers several 
opportunities that can be 
leveraged to transform 
oil-bearing communities 
and surrounding busi-
nesses. While the Act has 
its challenges, its potential 
to create a more equitable 
and sustainable industry 
cannot be overstated,” he 
said.

Oshita’s paper high-
lights the often-over-
looked aspects of oil 
production, which signifi-
cantly impact the security 
landscape.

He attributes the coun-
try’s struggles to the 
“Dutch disease,” which 
has led to an over-reliance 
on oil, neglecting other 
sectors of the economy.

from all oil companies,” 
he added.

Participants expressed 
optimism about produc-
ing a comprehensive and 
actionable document to 
address critical issues 
such as energy transition, 
environmental sustaina-
bility, and socioeconomic 
challenges in the oil and 
gas industry.

For his part, Dr Oshita 
Oshita, the Executive Di-
rector of the Ubuntu Cen-
tre for Africa Peacebuild-
ing and Development 
(UCAP), highlighted the 
growing security chal-
lenges in oil-producing 
areas.

“The Niger Delta faces 
evolving security threats 
that are deeply tied to the 
dynamics of oil produc-
tion. Many underlying fac-
tors do not make it to the 
public domain but signifi-
cantly impact the security 
landscape,” he remarked.

Oshita also underscored 
the link between Nigeria’s 
dependence on oil, often 
called the “Dutch dis-
ease,” and the neglect of 
oil-bearing communities. 
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BRICS expansion into payment systems 
poses threat to dominance of US dollar

By Chris Crowe

T
HE recent expansion and 
shifting objectives of the 
BRICS bloc suggest an es-
calating rivalry between 

its members and Western liberal 
economies – and a potential threat 
to the status of the US dollar within 
international trade.

BRICS – originally comprising 
Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa, but expanded in 
2024 to include Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Iran and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) – met for its 16th summit in 
Kazan, Russia, in October. 

The summit showed that Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin is far 
from isolated, despite the West’s 
efforts in supporting Ukraine mili-
tarily and intensifying sanctions 
against Russia. 

The summit also looked to ad-
vance the BRICS Pay initiative, a 
direct challenge to the SWIFT in-
ternational payments network. 
SWIFT is the global standard for 
bank transactions, which are large-
ly in US dollars. 

BRICS – formed in response to 
the global muscle of the Group of 
Seven (G7) countries – now rep-
resents around 45 per cent of the 
world’s population and 35 per cent 
of global gross domestic product 
(GDP), based on purchasing power 
parity. The G7, meanwhile, only 
accounts for ten per cent of the 
global population and 30 per cent 
of GDP. This data suggests that the 
G7’s influence on global economic 
affairs could weaken. 

The BRICS bloc previously 
sought reform of multilateral fi-
nancial institutions, particularly 
the International Monetary Fund, 
but its purpose has shifted. ‘BRICS 
once represented a reformist 
group seeking to participate in 
existing institutions, rather than 
creating new institutions or inter-
national organisations,’ says Carol 
Monteiro de Carvalho, Member of 
the IBA International Trade and 
Customs Law Committee Advisory 
Board.   

Now, with oil-producing states 
joining the bloc, BRICS has even 
more weight if it acts collectively 
and puts aside individual political 
and commercial interests – for ex-
ample, the US remains China’s pri-

imposed by the West. 
Ramesh Vaidyanathan, former Co-

Chair of the IBA Asia Pacific Region-
al Forum, believes that BRICS Pay 
could have a transformational im-
pact on world trade. ‘It marks a sig-
nificant step towards a multipolar 
global economy, reducing the domi-
nance of the US dollar and creating 
a more balanced trade environment 
for developing nations,’ says Vaidy-
anathan, who’s Managing Partner at 
Mumbai-based firm BTG Advaya. ‘It 
could also spark increased competi-
tion between Western and Eastern 
economic models, with long-term 
geopolitical implications.’

Yet, in practice it may be tough 
for BRICS to de-dollarise and ex-

change dollar reserves for a cur-
rency that’s not as strong and sta-
ble. ‘In my mind, there are issues 
between those countries that make 
up the BRICS community,’ says Mi-
chael Diaz, Global Managing Partner 
of Diaz, Reus & Targ, who’s based in 
Miami. ‘I don’t believe that they will 
settle on a unified currency, because 
they all have national security con-
cerns. They could move to digital 
bitcoin, but because of the individu-
alised interests of those countries, I 
don’t see it as a risk to the US dollar.’ 

The extent to which BRICS mem-
bers look to deepen intra-organisa-
tion relationships at the expense of 
those outside the bloc could result 
in a further retreat from the glo-

balisation movement. ‘The very co-
hesion of BRICS ultimately favours 
a more fragmented international 
trade profile into competing blocs,’ 
says Monteiro de Carvalho. 

Global banks, accountants and law 
firms have primarily emerged from 
Western liberal economies, particu-
larly the US and UK, but now find 
themselves with limited access to 
the largest economies within BRICS 
– Brazil, China, India and Russia.

Given the polarisation and com-
petition between the G7 and BRICS, 
this could encourage more protec-
tionist tendencies, but globalisation 
won’t be dismantled. While China is 
a central member of the BRICS, its 
globalised stance services its com-

mercial interests. ‘Within BRICS, 
China acts as a globalising agent, 
with its initiatives primarily aimed 
at opening markets for its prod-
ucts and companies. In the global 
context, this stance contrasts with 
countries that have adopted more 
protectionist measures,’ says Mon-
teiro de Carvalho. ‘It is also impor-
tant for companies to understand 
that the trade policies of each BRICS 
country will not necessarily be dic-
tated by the bloc at this time.’

Brazil will assume the presidency 
of BRICS in 2025 and is expected 
to push for greater cooperation be-
tween its members. Whether this 
will mean greater polarisation be-
tween BRICS states and Western 
liberal economies is unclear, but it’ll 
certainly heighten tensions. 

Any state that chooses to align it-
self with Iran and Russia – and per-
haps to a lesser degree, China – has 
a greater prospect of facing scrutiny 
and potentially penalties from the 
US and its allies. Under the incom-
ing Trump administration in the US, 
Diaz predicts an escalation of tariffs 
to protect the dollar, possibly along-
side further sanctions. ‘We expect to 
see a spike in sanctions, compliance 
and white-collar criminal investiga-
tions directed at political leaders 
that the US perceives as bad actors,’ 
he says. 

It all feeds into the narrative of 
the G7 versus BRICS, though given 
the well-established trading rela-
tionships between members of both 
organisations, the situation is com-
plicated. Vaidyanathan believes that 
the apparent unity within BRICS 
– and the bloc’s recent expansion 
– shouldn’t be ignored. ‘The BRICS 
group is making a concerted effort 
to coordinate their policies, which 
may eventually translate into a re-
duction in the dominance of the US 
dollar as the currency of choice for 
global trade and foreign exchange 
reserves, the use of SWIFT as a 
global trade platform and that of 
Western economies in technological 
leadership,’ he says.   
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KHARTOUM

SUDAN has launched the dis-
tribution of 1,250 tonnes of rice 
donated by China to districts 
across the country.

The rice was shipped to Port 
Sudan, the capital of eastern Su-
dan’s Red Sea State, last month 
to support humanitarian re-
sponse in the war-torn country.

Sudanese government officials 
and representatives of the Chi-
nese Embassy in Sudan attended 
the launching ceremony in Port 
Sudan.

In an address to reporters at 
the ceremony, Salwa Adam Ben-
ya, Sudan’s humanitarian aid 
commissioner, expressed pro-
found appreciation on behalf of 
the Sudanese government and 
people for China’s supportive 
stance towards Sudan.

Benya hailed China as “a 
friendly country, which has pro-
vided and continues to provide 
substantial assistance to Sudan.”

The official said the emergen-
cy food aid from China would 
be allocated to all states, includ-
ing those in the Darfur region, 
stressing the Sudanese govern-
ment’s commitment to facilitat-
ing aid delivery across the coun-
try.

She emphasized that the Suda-
nese side hopes to expand and 
consolidate its friendly coopera-
tion with China in the process of 
restoring stability and rebuild-
ing the country.

For his part, Zhang Xianghua, 
charge d’affaires at the Chinese 
embassy, expressed hope that 
this donation of rice would sig-
nificantly contribute to alleviat-
ing the difficulties faced by the 
Sudanese people.

At the ceremony, Zhang an-
nounced that a new batch of 
Chinese aid would arrive soon, 
noting over the past year, China 
has sent to Sudan health and 
epidemic prevention supplies, 
including mosquito nets, insec-
ticides, and materials for water 
purification, in addition to disas-
ter relief items such as tents and 
blankets.

Describing the strategic part-
nership between China and Su-
dan as “strong,” Zhang reiterated 
China’s firm support for peace 
and development in Sudan, say-
ing the Chinese government is 
highly concerned about Sudan’s 
humanitarian situation and will 
continue to provide assistance 
to the best of its ability.

According to official statistics, 
28.9 million people in Sudan 
need humanitarian assistance 
due to an ongoing conflict be-
tween the Sudanese Armed 
Forces and the paramilitary 
Rapid Support Forces since mid-
April 2023. 

In a report released last month, 
the UN estimated that more than 
24.6 million people -- half of Su-
dan’s population -- would likely 
face high levels of acute food in-
security as of May 2025.

Sudan now distributes 
rice donated by China

mary trading partner.  
BRICS itself is seeing increasing 

trade volumes, though this can be 
ascribed to the commercial and 
political trading power of China. 
While China is a major trading 
partner for Brazil, India, Russia 
and South Africa, the economic 
connections aren’t necessarily as 
strong among the other founding 
members. ‘Trade flows between 
Brazil and South Africa, as well as 
between Brazil and Russia, remain 
relatively small and focused on 
specific sectors, such as fertilisers,’ 
explains Monteiro de Carvalho, 
who’s also a partner at Rio de Janei-
ro-based Monteiro & Weiss Trade. 

BRICS Pay was a major focus 
at the Kazan conference. As pro-
posed, the decentralised scheme 
would allow BRICS countries to 
trade with each other without 
converting to US dollars by utilis-
ing blockchain technology and to-
kens, effectively circumventing the 
SWIFT network. 

The exclusion of several Russian 
banks from SWIFT following the 
country’s invasion of Ukraine has 
fuelled the Kremlin’s ambitions 
to create an alternative financial 
system. BRICS Pay is promoted 
as a means of reducing costs, en-
hancing efficiency and potentially 
shielding countries from sanctions 
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About 14,700 confirmed mpox cases, 
including 66 deaths, were reported in 20 
African countries from January 2024 to 
Jan 5, 2025, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) said on Saturday.

The confirmed cases represent only a 
subset of suspected cases, the WHO said. 
It previously said that a significant number 
of suspected mpox cases remain untested 
and “thus never get confirmed” in coun-
tries like the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC) due to limited diagnostic ca-
pacity.

The ongoing outbreak is being driven by 

multiple clades of the virus, including the 
Clade Ib variant, which is predominantly 
spreading in the DRC and neighboring 
countries, the WHO said in its latest report.

Imported travel-related cases caused by 
the Clade Ib variant and secondary trans-
mission from these cases have also been 
detected outside Africa. The WHO reported 
that these imported cases were primarily 
among adults who traveled during their in-
cubation periods or with early symptoms, 
with diagnoses made upon their arrival in 
other countries. The new variant, first de-
tected in South Kivu, an eastern province 
of the DRC, is estimated to have emerged 
around mid-September 2023, according to 

WHO: 14,700 confirmed mpox 
cases reported in 2024 in Africa

OSLO

Political leaders across Greenland 
have unequivocally rejected US President-
elect Donald Trump’s renewed interest in 
acquiring the Danish territory, emphasiz-
ing their commitment to greater self-de-
termination and firmly opposing the idea 
of becoming part of the United States (US).

All five parties in Greenland’s par-
liament, Inatsisartut, have dismissed 
Trump’s recent statements suggesting 
Greenland could be transferred to US con-
trol for strategic purposes, Danish broad-
caster DR reported on Saturday.

“I do not want to be part of the United 
States, as Trump suggests,” said Mariane 
Paviasen, spokesperson for the ruling 
Inuit Ataqatigiit (IA) party. “I want an inde-
pendent Greenland.”

Erik Jensen, chairman of the Siumut 
party and Greenland’s finance minister, re-
iterated the island’s aspiration for self-gov-

ernance. “We should not be transferred to 
the United States or any other country,” he 
said.

 Jens-Frederik Nielsen, leader of the 
Demokraatit party, shared similar senti-
ments, expressing openness to stronger 

cooperation with the US but firmly reject-
ing the idea of US annexation.

Aqqalu Jerimiassen, head of the Atassut 
party, also voiced opposition to Trump’s 
proposal, highlighting Greenland’s ex-
isting relationship with Denmark. “We 

should maintain good relations with the 
US, but Greenland should not become 
part of the US, either now or in the future,” 
he said.

 Pele Broberg, leader of the opposition 
Naleraq party, said Greenland is not a 
commodity to be traded. “Trump’s state-
ments simply show how much he desires 
Greenland,” he said.

Greenland’s Prime Minister Mute Egede, 
speaking in Copenhagen on Friday, reaf-
firmed that the people of the mineral-rich 
Arctic territory do not wish to become 
Americans.

Greenland, the world’s largest island 
with a population of around 60,000, was a 
Danish colony until 1953, when it became 
an integral part of Denmark, granting 
Greenlanders Danish citizenship. In 1979, 
Greenland achieved home rule, gaining 
greater self-governance while Denmark 
retained authority over foreign and de-
fense policy.

Greenland’s leaders reject Trump’s 
renewed bid to acquire territory

In the tranquil winter of Huang-
yangjian village, Zhanmao neigh-
borhood, Putuo district, Zhoushan, 
east China’s Zhejiang province, the 
aroma of roasted rice wafts through 
the air at the “rabbit market.”

Everything at the market exudes 
the unique charm, such as tradi-
tional mud stoves, clay teapots and 
bamboo chairs commonly found in 
the countryside.

The “rabbit market” was launched 
by local resident Xia Ziyu in 2022 
upon her return home from working 
out-of-town. The market specializes 
in discovering, enhancing, and sell-
ing local farm produce. 

“Guanyin rice is a specialty of 
Zhoushan. We have adopted rice 
roasting technique from Yunnan 
province to make tea with it,” Xia 
said, while skillfully stirring the rice, 
attracting many tourists.

Currently, Xia’s team consists of 
21 people, mainly engaged in the 
commercialization of agricultural 
products and brand development, 
and supporting 200 pioneers in ru-

ral specialty products in livestream 
commerce. In 2023, Xia was hon-
ored as a national young pioneer for 
rural revitalization.

In Zhejiang province, tens of thou-
sands of agricultural innovators have 
gone into villages and become a sig-
nificant driving force for compre-
hensive rural revitalization.

Agricultural innovators, or farm-
ing entrepreneurs, are individuals 
below the age of 45 who take charge 
as leaders or stakeholders of farmer 
cooperatives, agricultural enterpris-
es, family farms, or other agricultural 
production and operation entities.

The village of Taipingshan in 
Shangyu district, Shaoxing, Zheji-
ang province boasts a long history. 
In 2022, Shangyu native Chen Lief-
eng, who was running a business in 
Shanghai, visited the village for the 
first time and discovered its beautiful 
scenery, but noticed the absence of 
agritainment and rural guesthouses.

After researching ancient books, 
he found that the village has a long 
history of producing Polygonatum, 

also known as Solomon’s seal. Chen 
then signed a cooperation agree-
ment with Taipingshan village and 
became a farming entrepreneur 
there. The village contributed its un-
used forest resources as equity, ac-
counting for 60 percent.

Unlike artificially cultivated Po-
lygonatum, the Polygonatum in 
Taipingshan is grown using a “natu-
ral growth” method, where villagers 

scatter the seeds in the high moun-
tain forests without using pesticides 
or fertilizers, allowing them to grow 
naturally in the wild. 

Currently, there are more than 
450,000 plants thriving after Po-
lygonatum seeds were sown on over 
1,000 mu (66.67 hectares) of moun-
tain forests in the village.

“We are not pursuing temporary 
‘internet fame.’ We sow the seeds on 

hundreds of mu of land each year. 
When they become high-quality 
Polygonatum, we will achieve sus-
tainable harvesting, which will be 
the long-term wealth of the village,” 
Chen said confidently.

With the development of the Po-
lygonatum industry, the number 
of visitors and tourists has been in-
creasing, and the village now boasts 
rural guesthouses, tea houses, and 
dining establishments.

Zhejiang province has launched a 
project to nurture 100,000 agricul-
tural innovators, providing support 
in terms of funding, land, technol-
ogy, and more.

In 2024, Zhejiang has initiated the 
construction of 100 modern farming 
entrepreneur parks and 500 bases 
for the common development of 
farming entrepreneurs, offering a 
one-stop service including project 
incubation and skills enhancement, 
and promoting an entrepreneurship 
mechanism involving experts, farm-
ing entrepreneur teams and farmers.

“With the government’s support, 

we have successfully established a 
bamboo weaving workshop. In col-
laboration with schools, we are ac-
tively promoting intangible cultural 
heritage on campuses. Additionally, 
we have set up display counters at 
airports and five-star hotels, lead-
ing to a surge in orders,” said Ye 
Shangjie, a bamboo weaving inheri-
tor born in the 1990s, in an intangi-
ble cultural heritage exhibition hall 
in Xijiang ancient village in Yinzhou 
district, Ningbo.

Rural revitalization hinges on tal-
ent. Zhejiang province has set a tar-
get to cultivate 100,000 agricultural 
innovators by 2025, who will help 
1 million farmers increase their in-
come. 

The province has already nurtured 
300 outstanding rural talents, 4,600 
leaders in rural industrial revitaliza-
tion, 81,000 agricultural innovators, 
and 275,000 “new farmers.” This ro-
bust and dynamic rural talent pool is 
vital in driving comprehensive rural 
revitalization.

                                People’s Daily

Agricultural innovators contributing to China’s comprehensive rural revitalisation

A clinician prepares a syringe with the mpox vaccine during the launch of the vaccina-
tion campaign at the General Hospital of Goma, on Oct 5, 2024.  AFP

 GENEVA

Switzerland is ready to serve as a host to a pos-
sible meeting between Russian President Vladimir 
Putin and US President-elect Donald Trump on the 
settlement of the Ukrainian conflict, if such request 
emerges, Swiss daily Le Temps reported on Sunday.

“Following the Burgenstock summit, Ukraine, Rus-
sia and the United States were regularly informed of 
our readiness to support any diplomatic efforts re-
garding the peace settlement,” the Swiss daily stated 
citing Nicolas Bideau, a spokesman for the Swiss For-
eign Ministry, as saying.

The daily added that the Swiss authorities would 
not be taking the initiative regarding this issue. Ac-
cording to Le Temps, the confederation is just one 
the countries on the list that are ready to host the 
meeting of the Russian and US leaders.

On January 10, US President-elect Donald Trump 
announced that preparations for a meeting with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin were underway. Ac-
cording to Trump, it was necessary to put an end to 
the Ukrainian conflict. Russian Presidential Spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said later that the Russian presi-
dent was ready to meet with Trump without any pre-
conditions.

Burgenstock Forum
The Kiev-initiated forum on Ukraine was held in 

Burgenstock, Switzerland on June 15-16, 2024, Ar-
menia, Bahrain, Brazil, Colombia, the Holy See, In-
dia, Indonesia, Iraq, Jordan, Libya, Mexico, Rwanda, 
Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Thailand, and the United 
Arab Emirates did not sign the summit communique. 
Russia was not invited. Most UN delegates did not at-
tend either.

Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria 
Zakharova dismissed the conference as a total fail-
ure as she argued that “get-togethers” like this do 
nothing to bring a lasting peace.

Switzerland ready to serve as host for 
Putin-Trump meeting on Ukraine

a previous WHO report.
The travel-related mpox cases 

highlight the challenges posed by 
varying surveillance capabilities and 
reporting practices across countries. 
Limited resources and restricted ac-
cess to diagnostic testing can result 
in underreporting or delays in detec-
tion, the WHO warned. It urged mem-
ber states to sustain and strengthen 
mpox surveillance to improve case 
detection and reporting.

 In mid-August 2024, the Africa 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention declared the ongoing mpox 

outbreak in Africa a public health 
emergency of continental security. 
Shortly afterward, the WHO also de-
clared mpox a public health emergen-
cy of international concern, activating 
its highest level of global alert for the 
disease for the second time in two 
years. Mpox, also known as monkey-
pox, was first identified in laboratory 
monkeys in 1958. It is a rare viral dis-
ease that typically spreads through 
body fluids, respiratory droplets and 
contaminated materials. The infec-
tion usually causes fever, rash and 
swollen lymph nodes. Xinhua

New Delhi 

 External Affairs Minister S Jaishan-
kar will represent the Indian government 
at the swearing-in ceremony of US Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump as the 47th US 
President.

He is set to attend the swearing-in cer-
emony at the invitation of the Trump-
Vance Inaugural Committee, according to 
a Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) press 
release. During the visit, Jaishankar will 
also have meetings with representatives 
of the incoming administration, as well as 
some other dignitaries visiting the US on 
that occasion.

In a press release, MEA (pictured) said, 

“On the invitation of the Trump-Vance 
Inaugural Committee, External Affairs 
Minister (EAM) Dr S Jaishankar will rep-
resent the Government of India at the 
Swearing-In Ceremony of President-Elect 
Donald J. Trump as the 47th President of 
the United States of America.”

The ceremonial event is set to take 
place on January 20, approximately two 
weeks after Trump’s electoral college win 
was certified by the US Congress.

Earlier on January 6, Trump’s elec-
tion victory was certified ahead of his 
inauguration with no objections from 
any lawmakers as the tally of states was 
announced on the House floor. Donald 
Trump won 312 electoral votes while 

Harris got 226 votes, a total that was con-
firmed during the certification on Mon-
day, marking the final step in the election 
process before Trump returns back to the 
White House on January 20.

Republican lawmakers gave a standing 

ovation in the chamber when Harris an-
nounced Trump’s victory was certified, 
The Hill reported. A bipartisan standing 
ovation broke out in the House Chamber 
after HArris announced that the joint ses-
sion of Congress was dissolved.

The event lasted for around 30 minutes 
before Kamala Harris gaveled it out. US 
Vice President Kamala Harris presided 
over the process and the proceedings 
went off without a hitch. Several lawmak-
ers helped in the counting, including Sen-
ator Amy Klobuchar, Senator Deb Fischer 
and Representatives - Bryan Steil and Joe 
Morelle. Vice President-elect JD Vance 
was also present in the chamber during 
the count. ANI

 EAM Jaishankar to represent India at swearing-in ceremony of Donald Trump

 MOSCOW
Russian Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Maria Zakha-

rova, commenting on reports that hundreds of prisoners 
have been mobilized to extinguish fires in the US state of 
California, pointed to the hypocrisy of the United States.

Earlier, The Washington Post, citing the California De-
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation, reported 
that the state authorities had sent 395 prisoners to fight 
forest fires. The newspaper noted that most of them were 
persons who had committed minor crimes.

On her Telegram channel, Zakharova pointed out that 
in recent years, US officials have repeatedly criticized 
China for allegedly using forced labor, particularly in the 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. The diplomat noted 
that in 2023, Washington restricted imports of products 
from several Chinese companies in an attempt to exclude 
goods allegedly produced with the help of Uygur forced 
labor from the US supply chain. “This raises a logical 
question: will Congress draft a bill imposing sanctions on 
California authorities, private companies, and ordinary 
Americans for using prison labor to put out fires?” she 
wondered. “We are so sick of this hypocrisy!” Zakharova 
added.

Wildfires began to spread across Los Angeles County 
on January 7. According to meteorologists, dry and windy 
weather was the cause of the rapid spread of the fires. 
Evacuation notices were sent to nearly 180,000 residents. 
The fire has destroyed more than 12,300 structures in the 
region, with damage estimated in the tens of billions of 
dollars.

Russian Foreign Ministry notes US 
hypocrisy in regard to California wildfires

A plane carrying Donald Trump Jr. lands in Nuuk, Greenland, Jan 7, 2025. (PHOTO / AP)

Russian President Vladimir Putin and US President-elect 
Donald Trump

An agricultural innovator sells bonsai via livestream in a greenhouse in Jindong 
district, Jinhua, east China’s Zhejiang province, Dec. 9 2024. (Photo by Yang 
Meiqing/ People’s Daily Online)
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China is willing to work with Africa to pro-
mote global climate governance, uphold the 
principles of equity and common but differ-
entiated responsibilities, and urge developed 
countries to acknowledge their historical 
responsibilities, fulfill their obligations and 
provide financial, technological, and capac-
ity-building support to developing nations, 
particularly those in Africa, Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi said on Friday.

Wang, also a member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Communist Party of China Cen-
tral Committee, made the remarks during an 
interview with Chinese media following his 
visits to Namibia, the Republic of the Congo, 
Chad and Nigeria.

Africa is one of the regions most severely 
affected by climate change, facing frequent 
challenges such as droughts, floods and food 
shortages, Wang said, noting that addressing 
climate change and deepening agricultural 
cooperation are key priorities in China-Africa 
cooperation to promote modernization. 

Both sides have agreed to fully implement 
initiatives, such as jointly advancing eco-
friendly modernization, the Partnership Ac-
tion for Green Development and the Partner-
ship Action for Agriculture and Livelihoods 
that were proposed by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping at the Summit of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation (FOCAC) held in Beijing 
last year, Wang said.

These initiatives reflect China’s commit-
ment as a responsible major country and em-

China says stands ready to promote global climate governance with Africa

body the shared commitment to building a high-level China-
Africa community with a shared future, he noted.

China has prioritized eco-environmental conservation and 
green development, supplying more than 70 percent of the 
world’s wind power equipment and 80 percent of global pho-
tovoltaic components, Wang said, adding that China’s success-
ful practices provide valuable insights for Africa’s green energy 
transition.

For instance, the installed capacity of photovoltaic power 
plants jointly built by China and Africa totaled over 1.5 giga-
watts, he said. 

China is committed to working hand in hand with African 
partners to advance the Partnership Action for Green Devel-
opment, implement clean energy projects proposed at the 
FOCAC Beijing Summit, and promote the “Africa Solar Belt” 
program, helping Africa embark on a path of green and low-
carbon development, Wang said.

	
	

	
LOS ANGELES

 Los Angeles County is grappling 
with one of the most destructive 
wildfire crises in its history, as flames 
fueled by powerful winds and pro-
longed dry conditions have ravaged 
the most populous county in the U.S. 
state of California.

Since the blazes erupted on Tues-
day, more than 36,000 acres have 
been scorched, over 10,000 struc-
tures destroyed, and at least 11 lives 
lost. 

Preliminary estimates place the 
economic losses from the wildfires 
between 52 billion and 57 billion U.S. 
dollars, exceeding the devastation 
caused by California’s 2018 wildfires.
At least six wildfires are still burning 
across Los Angeles County, accord-
ing to CNN. 

The Palisades Fire in Pacific Pali-
sades, a wealthy neighborhood on 
the coast, is the largest and most 
devastating among the active fires. 
Driven by winds reaching 80 miles 
per hour, the fire rapidly spread 
across the region, engulfing homes, 
businesses and natural landmarks. 
Simultaneously, the Eaton Fire erupt-
ed near Altadena in the far north, fur-
ther stretching firefighting resources.  

The flames have so far displaced 
180,000 people as fierce winds 
threatened to spread the embers 
farther still. U.S. President Joe Biden 
on Friday compared Los Angeles to a 
“war scene” as multiple major wild-
fires continued to engulf neighbor-
hoods around the city.

Michael, an accountant from Al-
tadena, evacuated just moments be-
fore his spacious home was engulfed 
in flames as firefighters struggled 
to contain the blaze. “It’s like living 

through Armageddon,” he told Xin-
hua. 

“We’ve lost everything -- every-
thing but each other.” Dorothy, a 
longtime resident of the Palisades, 
also lost the home she had lived in 
for 40 years, along with the homes of 
all her neighbors. “The whole area is 
wiped out. It’s a nightmare,” she told 
Xinhua. 

“I’m a retired school administrator, 
and most of us bought our homes 
decades ago when they were afford-
able. Now, even if there were homes 
left to buy, who can afford that?”  To 
make matters worse, false evacu-
ation alerts were issued across Los 
Angeles County this week, causing 
widespread panic. People around the 
region continued receiving erroneous 
evacuation alerts into Friday afternoon. 

County emergency management 
officials suggested that disruptions to 
cellphone towers caused by the wild-
fires may have contributed to the issue.
The alerts were intended to notify resi-
dents of the West Hills neighborhood, 
threatened by the rapidly spreading 
Kenneth Fire. However, the messages 
were broadcast countywide on Thurs-

day night and, for some, again on Friday 
morning. 

The failure has raised concerns 
among public safety officials about the 
potential for public mistrust in future 
alerts. They worry that repeated false 
alarms could incite unnecessary panic 
or, worse, lead residents to disregard 
critical warnings during emergencies. 

It is unclear what ignited the fires rav-
aging Southern California, and investi-
gators may need months to determine 
a definitive answer. However, energy 
industry experts suggest keeping pow-
er lines active during arid and windy 
conditions may have contributed to the 
fires’ rapid spread. 

Utility equipment, including power 
lines, has been linked to several major 
fires in recent years, such as the 2018 
Camp Fire in California, which claimed 
85 lives and destroyed the town of Para-
dise.  Similar incidents include the 2023 
wildfire in Maui, Hawaii, and a 2020 fire 
near Oregon’s coast.

A troubling revelation in the wake of 
the current fires is that the Los Angeles 
Department of Water and Power, the 
largest municipal utility in the country, 
does not have a program to proactively 

shut off power in urban areas amid 
heightened fire risk. By contrast, Califor-
nia’s other power providers have imple-
mented such measures for years.

 The department’s latest wildfire miti-
gation plan shows it lacks other fire-risk 
reduction strategies commonly used by 
other utility companies in California. 
For example, unlike its neighboring util-
ities, it has not established a network of 
cameras and weather stations to moni-
tor wind speeds and other risk drivers. 

As wildfires seem more like a certain-
ty than a risk in California, many losses 
will not be insured. JPMorgan suggests 
that only 20 billion dollars of economic 
damage will be covered. 

The wildfires are likely to highlight 
deep flaws in California’s struggling 
insurance market, where companies 
have increasingly withdrawn from 
providing home insurance in the state. 
In March 2024, State Farm, California’s 
largest insurer, canceled 30,000 home 
insurance policies, citing the escalating 
risk of wildfire losses.

As wildfires raged, California Gov-
ernor Gavin Newsom announced on 
Friday that he was ordering an inde-
pendent review to investigate why fire-
fighters ran out of water early in their 
response efforts.

 Describing the situation as “deeply 
troubling,” Newsom emphasized 
the need for answers as the state 
grapples with one of its worst wild-
fire disasters. Roughly 20 percent 
of hydrants across the city went dry 
as crews battled blazes, Los Angeles 
Mayor Karen Bass said. Meanwhile, 
President-elect Donald Trump 
launched a series of attacks against 
Newsom, criticizing the governor’s 
forest management policies and call-
ing for his resignation.

			   Xinhua

 Catastrophic wildfires rage in Los Angeles, causing massive losses

As 2025 gets underway, BRICS has continued its expansion, with Indo-
nesia formally joining as its newest full member and eight other nations 
becoming partner countries. This demonstrates the group’s growing 
vitality and strengthened representation, influence, and appeal on the 
global stage, experts said.

The move, regarded as a milestone in BRICS history, was also seen as 
signaling a gradual shift in world power dynamics, as the grouping con-
tinues to attract Global South nations.

Originally comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, 
the group now accounts for nearly half of the planet’s population, over a 
third of the global economy, and more than half of the world’s economic 
growth.

Southeast Asia’s largest economy and the world’s fourth-most popu-
lous nation, Indonesia is the first Southeast Asian country to join BRICS 
as a full member since the group opened the door to expansion in 2023. 
Meanwhile, the new BRICS partner states include Malaysia and Thailand.

Last year, BRICS admitted several new members, including Egypt, 
Ethiopia and Iran, while more than 30 nations have formally applied to 
join.

Indonesia’s foreign ministry said on Jan 7 that Jakarta sees its mem-
bership as a strategic step to improve the collaboration and cooperation 
with other developing nations, as well as a commitment to strengthen-
ing multilateral cooperation to create a global structure that is more in-
clusive and fairer.

As BRICS enters a new era of greater cooperation, China has on mul-
tiple occasions expressed its readiness to work with the BRICS family to 
embrace the spirit of openness, inclusiveness, and win-win cooperation.

“The future holds tremendous promise for greater BRICS coopera-
tion,” Foreign Ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun told a daily news briefing 
on Jan 7.

At the 16th BRICS Summit in Kazan, Russia, last October, President Xi 
Jinping called for high-quality development of BRICS cooperation, call-
ing on BRICS members to build the multilateral mechanism into a major 
venue of solidarity and cooperation for the Global South and a vanguard 
of global governance reform.

The Chinese leader presented a broad vision at the summit for BRICS 
countries to stay committed to peace, innovation, green development, 
justice, and closer people-to-people exchanges, in a bid to help BRICS, 
the leading echelon of the Global South, play a bigger role in building a 
shared future for humanity.

Wang Youming, director of the Department for Developing Countries 
Studies at the China Institute of International Studies, said that in light 
of the rise of the Global South, China has called for advancing the pro-
cess of expanding BRICS membership and establishing a partner coun-
try mechanism to enhance the representation and voice of developing 
nations in global governance, foster greater democracy in international 
relations, and promote a multipolar world.

The expansion of BRICS to Southeast Asia for the first time also means 
that the influence and voice of the BRICS countries in international and 
regional affairs have been enhanced, Wang added.

Zhu Jiejin, a professor at Fudan University’s School of International Re-
lations and Public Affairs, highlighted that BRICS’ adoption of a new gov-
ernance model — characterized by equal cooperation, mutual respect, 
collective decision-making, and policy coordination — has enhanced its 
attractiveness.

He cited the New Development Bank, the first multilateral develop-
ment bank established entirely by emerging economies and developing 
nations.

“Unlike the World Bank, the NDB ensures equality by granting all 
founding member states equal voting rights, with no country holding 
veto power. This institutional framework guarantees fairness, mutual 
benefit, and respect among its members,” Zhu said.

Official data showed that since its inception in 2015, the NDB has fi-
nanced over 100 projects, with total loans reaching approximately $35 
billion.

BRICS countries endowed with abundant natural resources, advanced 
manufacturing, vast markets, and technological advantages have tran-
scended the outdated concept of “winner takes all” and embraced a 
model of complementary strengths, said Liu Ying, a research fellow at 
the Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies of Renmin University of 
China.

She added that BRICS has become a major force in opposing protec-
tionism while expanding the global economic pie.

Economist Alexey Saliychuk hailed China in an earlier interview 
for championing innovation and green development to boost growth 
among the BRICS family. He mentioned China’s success in producing 
electric vehicles, lithium batteries, and photovoltaic products, calling 
them “the backbone of the green transition of the world economy”.

China announced in October the establishment of several key insti-
tutions, including a BRICS Digital Ecosystem Cooperation Network, and 
welcomed active participation from all interested parties to drive the 
high-quality upgrading of BRICS cooperation.

Lan Qingxin, director of the University of International Business and 
Economics’ BRICS Research Center, said, “The open and inclusive nature 
of BRICS cooperation continues to attract more countries to join, espe-
cially amid intensified strategic competition among major powers and 
escalating regional conflicts.”

On critical issues such as geopolitical crises, an enlarged BRICS has 
played a leading role in amplifying the voices of Global South countries 
in advocating for fairness and justice, Lan said.  Agencies

Growing BRICS shows power shift

 Starting from Jan. 1, 
2025, provisional import tar-
iffs, lower than the most-fa-
vored-nation rates, have been 
applied to 935 Chinese com-
modities as part of an annual 
tariff adjustment plan recently 
issued by the Customs Tariff 
Commission of China’s State 
Council.

Experts said that lower 
provisional tariffs have been 
implemented for some raw 
materials, drugs, equipment, 
and components. Besides, 
China has adjusted the import 
tariff rates and items on cer-
tain goods in an effort to boost 
imports of high-quality prod-
ucts, expand Chinese domes-
tic demand, advance high-lev-
el opening up, and promote 
high-quality development. 

The tariff adjustments were 
implemented in three aspects. 
First, to foster new quality 
productive forces through sci-
entific and technological inno-
vation, cycloolefin polymers, 

ethylene-vinyl alcohol copo-
lymers, and automatic trans-
missions for special-purpose 
vehicles such as fire trucks 
and repair vehicles can enjoy 
lower import tariffs.

Second, to enhance peo-
ple’s well-being, China has cut 
tariffs on sodium zirconium 
cyclosilicate, viral vectors for 
CAR-T tumor therapy, and 
nickel-titanium alloy wires for 
surgical implants.

Third, to promote green 
and low-carbon development, 
ethane and some recycled 
copper and aluminium raw 
materials also see their import 
tariffs reduced.

According to Fan Min, dep-
uty head of the information 
and market department of 
China Petroleum and Chemi-
cal Industry Federation, eth-
ane, cycloolefin polymers, and 
ethylene-vinyl alcohol copoly-
mers are important basic ma-
terials for China’s petrochemi-
cal industry. The tariff cuts can 

promote the application of 
green and low-carbon manu-
facturing processes and drive 
the development of high-tech, 
and high-performance prod-
ucts in downstream indus-
tries, Fan added.

Demonstrating China’s 
commitment to high-level 
opening up

The tariff adjustments also 
demonstrate China’s sense of 
responsibility as a major trad-
ing nation under the current 
international economic situa-
tion.

In 2025, China will continue 
to offer zero-tariff treatment 
on 100 percent of tariff lines to 
the 43 least developed coun-
tries (LDCs) with which it has 
diplomatic relations in a bid 
to support their development 
and foster mutual benefits.

At the same time, China will 
continue to apply preferential 
tariff rates to certain products 
from Bangladesh, Laos, Cam-
bodia, and Myanmar in ac-

cordance with the Asia-Pacific 
Trade Agreement and its ex-
change of notes with ASEAN 
member states.

“Starting Dec. 1, 2024, China 
has given all the LDCs with 
which it has diplomatic rela-
tions zero-tariff treatment 
for 100 percent tariff lines. 
In 2025, China will continue 
to implement this unilateral 
opening-up policy,” said Cui 
Fan, professor with the Uni-
versity of International Busi-
ness and Economics.

At the same time, conven-
tional tariff rates are applied 
to certain products from 34 
countries and regions under 
24 free trade and preferen-
tial trade arrangements in 
2025, up from 30 countries 
and regions under 20 free 
trade and preferential trade 
arrangements as compared 
to the 2024 tariff adjustment 
plan. These changes signify an 
expanding “circle of friends” 
in China’s foreign trade, Cui 

noted. 
As the first annual tariff 

adjustment plan after the 
adoption of the law on cus-
toms duties, this plan repre-
sents China’s commitment 
to steadily expanding institu-
tional opening up, unilater-
ally opening its doors wider 
to LDCs, and expanding the 
globally-oriented network of 
high-standard free trade areas. 
It also demonstrates China’s 
proactive efforts to promote 
high-quality development via 
high-level opening up, said Cui.

“China has adopted a flexible 
and targeted approach in tariff 
adjustment. It has reduced 
provisional import tariffs on 
key equipment and compo-
nents, drugs, medical equip-
ment, and energy products. 
Besides, the country has also 
adjusted or eliminated provi-
sional import tariffs on prod-
ucts for which it has a certain 
level of production capacity 
and competitiveness,” said Gao 

Lingyun, a researcher with the 
Institute of World Economics 
and Politics under the Chinese 
Academy of Social Sciences.

Gao noted that these adjust-
ment measures are contribut-
ing to China’s efforts to expand 
opening up and promote in-
dustrial upgrading.

Supporting measures 
keep unfolding in different 
regions

Relevant departments in 
China have introduced a range 
of supporting measures. For in-
stance, on Dec. 29, 2024, China’s 
General Administration of Cus-
toms announced a new round 
of 16 measures to promote the 
integrated development of the 
Yangtze River Delta and boost 
imports of high-quality prod-
ucts.

One measure involves work-
ing with local governments to 
push forward the pilot program 
for a “white list” of imported ma-
terials for biopharmaceuticals 

research and development in 
the region to support regional 
synergy.

Another measure is to set 
up a pilot program in Yiwu, 
east China’s Zhejiang province, 
for a positive list management 
system of imported daily con-
sumer goods.

Additionally, a collaborative 
mechanism is underway to 
facilitate grain imports in the 
region, which will link entry 
ports, transit ports, and desti-
nation customs to enable infor-
mation sharing, mutual assis-
tance in law enforcement, and 
mutual recognition of results.

Experts noted that as China 
continuously expands volun-
tary opening up and creates 
more favorable conditions for 
high-quality imported prod-
ucts, more and more foreign 
market players are expected 
to benefit from its growing im-
port demand.

	 People’s Daily

China adjusts tariffs to boost imports of high-quality products

In agricultural cooperation, the 
Chinese foreign minister highlighted 
five key areas that China will focus 
on, including food security, poverty 
reduction, capacity building, trade 
facilitation and partner networks, to 
accelerate the implementation of the 
FOCAC Beijing Summit outcomes in 
agriculture.

 With less than nine percent of the 
world’s arable land, China successful-
ly feeds about 20 percent of the glob-
al population, Wang said, adding that 
he believes Africa can also achieve 
food security and ensure the conti-
nent’s food supply remains firmly in 
the hands of its own people. Xinhua

The photo taken on Nov 22, 2021 shows wind turbines of the De Aar wind power project in De Aar, South Africa. 
(PHOTO / XINHUA)

A school bus destroyed by the blaze is seen in Altadena, Los Angeles County, 
California, the United States, on Friday.   Xinhua



Ja Morant’s late heroics help Ja Morant’s late heroics help 
Grizzlies top Timberwolves Grizzlies top Timberwolves 

By Field Level Media

J
A Morant made 
back-to-back bas-
kets in the final 
minute to lift the 

Memphis Grizzlies to a 
127-125 win over the Min-
nesota Timberwolves on 
Saturday night in Minne-
apolis.

Morant finished with 
12 points on just 5-for-
19 shooting but came up 
when it mattered most 
for Memphis, which won 
the opener of a four-game 
road trip. Jaren Jackson 
Jr. led the Grizzlies with 
33 points and eight re-
bounds, and Desmond 
Bane scored 21 points.

Donte DiVincenzo 
scored 27 points and 
grabbed 10 rebounds to 
lead the Timberwolves, 
whose three-game win-
ning streak ended. Jaden 
McDaniels finished with 
21 points, Naz Reid added 
19 points off the bench 
and Julius Randle had 18 
points, eight rebounds 
and eight assists.

The Grizzlies trailed 
125-121 after Rudy Gob-
ert made a layup for the 
Timberwolves with 1:41 
to play. That proved to be 
Minnesota’s final points.

Jackson Jr. made a pair 
of free throws to cut the 
deficit to 125-123 with 1:32 
remaining.

Morant took charge 
from that point forward. 
He made a driving layup 
to even the score at 125-all 
with 54 seconds to go.

Randle lost the ball on 
the next possession as 
Jackson Jr. got credit for 
the steal. Moments later, 
Morant capitalized with a 
floating jump shot to give 
Memphis a 127-125 advan-
tage with 18.1 seconds left.

The Timberwolves had 
a pair of chances to grab 
the lead in the final mo-
ments. Anthony Edwards 
missed a 3-pointer with 7.1 
seconds to go, but DiVin-
cenzo grabbed the of-
fensive rebound and the 
team called a timeout for 
another chance to tie or 
win the game.

Edwards got another 
chance for a 3-pointer, but 
his shot missed again and 
the buzzer sounded to se-
cure the Grizzlies’ come-
back victory.
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MELBOURNE

PRE-MATCH rituals have given 
Mirra Andreeva plenty of food for 
thought ahead of the Australian Open, 
with the Russian teenager hoping her 
choice of chicken and rice with par-
mesan cheese on top can fuel her to 
glory at the Melbourne Park major.

The 17-year-old is a dark horse at the 
year’s first Grand Slam after a strong 
2024 season in which she reached 
the semi-finals of the French Open, 
stunning world number one Aryna Sa-
balenka along the way.

Seeded 14th in Melbourne, Andree-
va dished out a 6-3 6-3 win over Czech 
Marie Bouzkova in the opening round 
yesterday before explaining her “com-
plicated” food habits at tournaments.

“If I start the tournament eating 
chicken and rice I can’t change after. 
I can’t take pasta or I can’t take any-
thing else. I’ll always take chicken and 
rice,” she told reporters.

“I have a pretty special thing. I like to 
eat rice with a bit of parmesan cheese 
on top. I don’t know. I have never seen 
anyone doing that, but I really like it.

“Since the start of the tournament, if 
I start like this, I’ve got to continue like 
this. Even if I’m tired, I have no choice, 
but I have to eat it.”

Andreeva said her coach, former 
Wimbledon champion Conchita Mar-
tinez, had tried to help her break the 
rigid rituals at the start of the season 
before she too got caught up in the su-
perstitions.

“In Brisbane, I won my first match, 
and she was doing the recovery shake 
for me and she spilled the powder all 
over the players desk,” said Andreeva.

“Since then she was coming there 
after each match I won and spilling 
the powder. I didn’t know about this. 
So the girl from the players desk told 
me, and I was like, ‘Okay but you told 
me we stop this and you do it by your-
self ’.

“So I guess the moment to stop it 
isn’t here yet. We’re going to continue. 
Maybe next year we’ll try to avoid it.”

Andreeva takes on Magda Linette 
or Moyuka Uchijima in the second 
round.

Meanwhile, Jessica Pegula feels the 
decision to give herself an extra week 
to recover from a niggling knee injury 
has paid off as the American heads 
into the Australian Open on the back 
of a run to the final of the tune-up 
tournament in Adelaide.

Pegula sustained the injury in the 
WTA’s Asian swing of tournaments 
after her run to the U.S. Open final 
and had been managing it until being 
forced to pull out of her final round 
robin match at the season finale in 
Saudi Arabia two months ago.

“In Saudi Arabia, I’m not sure if 
playing on that indoor surface can be 
tricky sometimes on the body. It really 
flared up,” she told reporters at Mel-
bourne Park yesterday.

The seventh seed, who begins her 
Melbourne Park campaign against lo-
cal teenager Maya Joint today, said the 
injury had not totally cleared up in 
the off-season and she decided to skip 
the Brisbane International.

However, after starting the season 
a week later than planned Pegula is 
making up for lost time and showed 
some of her best form at last week’s 
Adelaide International, where she 
lost 6-3 4-6 6-1 to compatriot Madison 
Keys in Saturday’s final.

“I would have loved to try and play 
Brisbane probably, but it just didn’t 
work out just as far as getting enough 
training in before flying over here. I 
wanted to make sure physically I felt, 
like, ready to go,” Pegula added.

“I just needed that extra week. But I 
guess it worked out perfectly in hind-
sight. Maybe if I had lost early in Ad-
elaide I wouldn’t be saying that, but 
luckily it worked out.”

Pegula, whose parents own the 
NFL’s Buffalo Bills, said she may tune 
into the team’s Wild Card game against 
the Denver Broncos early on Monday 
morning Australian time.

“It’s on, what, like 5 a.m. here? I 
probably won’t be up that early. May-
be catch the second half of it,” she 
said.

“I think they have a great chance to 
win this game. I don’t know, just makes 
me nervous. It’s like a slam. You never 
really know what’s going to happen.”

REUTERS

MELBOURNE

A SEEMINGLY endless 
battle with injuries kept 
Kei Nishikori from the 
Australian Open for four 
years but yesterday the 
Japanese trailblazer re-
turned to win a five-set 
marathon and reach the 
second round.

Pushed to the brink 
by Thiago Monteiro, Ni-
shikori came back from 
two sets down and saved 
two match points in a 4-6 
6-7(4) 7-5 6-2 6-3 win over 
the Brazilian journeyman 
at Margaret Court Arena.

“Really tough one. I al-
most forgot he had two 
match points,” Nishikori 
said after the four-hour, 
six-minute slog.

“I almost gave up (on) 
match point.

“He was playing very 
good in the first and sec-
ond. He was on a roll.

“He deserved to win to-
day but somehow I fought 
through.”

A four-times quarter-fi-
nalist at Melbourne Park, 
Nishikori’s previous ap-
pearance at the tourna-
ment was in 2021 when 
he was bundled out of the 
first round by Spain’s Pab-
lo Carrena Busta.

The ensuing years have 
been tough, with injuries 
seeing him tumble out of 
the top 100.

It has been a humbling 
fall for a former top-five 
player who remains the 
only man from an Asian 
country to reach a Grand 
Slam final following his 
run to the 2014 U.S. Open 
decider.

But under Swedish 
coach Thomas Johansson, 
the 2002 Australian Open 
winner, things have been 
on the up.

He soared back into the 

top 100 with 
a runner-up 
finish at the 
Hong Kong Open 
a week ago, his first 
ATP final since Bris-
bane in 2019.

Yesterday, an upper leg 
strain hampered Mon-
teiro as the match wore 
on but there was plenty 
to like about the Japanese 
veteran’s game.

He conjured the old 
magic with a string of 
breathtaking forehand 
winners from the base-
line, leaving pockets of 
Japanese fans delighted.

“It was incredible. It was 
so much fun on the court 
even though I was dead 
by the end,” said Nishiko-
ri, who next faces either 
Australian Christopher 
O’Connell or 12th-seeded 
American Tommy Paul.

“All the support re-
ally helped me to fight 

Andreeva hopes 
chicken, rice and 
parmesan is recipe for 
Melbourne success

Japan’s Kei Nishikori reacts during his Australian Open first 
round match against Brazil’s Thiago Monteiro at Melbourne 
Park, in Melbourne, Australia yesterday. REUTERS 

Russia’s Mirra Andreeva in action during her Australian Open first round match 
against Czech Republic’s Marie Bouzkova at Melbourne Park, in Melbourne, Australia 
yesterday. REUTERS

Minnesota Timberwolves guard Anthony Edwards (5) shoots a three-point shot over 
Memphis Grizzlies forward Brandon Clarke (15) in the second half at Target Center in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA; on Saturday. Agencies 

Memphis outscored 
Minnesota 28-22 in the 
fourth quarter. The Tim-
berwolves finished the 
third quarter with a 103-
99 lead.

Minnesota held on to a 
65-64 lead at the half.

DiVincenzo scored 16 
points before the break, 
including a 3-pointer off 
an assist from Edwards 
with 1:59 left in the first 
half. That gave the Tim-
berwolves a 60-56 advan-

tage.
Jackson Jr. scored the fi-

nal four points of the first 
half to pull the Grizzlies 
within one.

Meanwhile, Tyler Herro 
made seven 3-pointers 
and recorded 32 points, 
five rebounds and five 
assists to lead the Miami 
Heat to a 119-98 victory 
over the host Portland 
Trail Blazers on Saturday 
night.

Nikola Jovic added sea-

son highs of 21 points 
and eight rebounds as 
the Heat won their third 
consecutive game, all on 
the road. Haywood High-
smith added 14 points 
and matched his career 
high of five steals, Bam 
Adebayo had 13 points, 
11 boards and six assists 
and Terry Rozier and Jai-
me Jaquez Jr. each had 11 
points for Miami.

Anfernee Simons had 28 
points thanks in large part 

through today.”
REUTERS

to seven 3-pointers and 
Shaedon Sharpe added 22 
points for Portland, which 
lost for the fifth time in 
seven games. Deni Avdija 
added 15 points and 12 re-
bounds, and Kris Murray 
had 10 points.

Saturday’s game was the 
fifth of Jimmy Butler’s sev-
en-game suspension from 
the Heat for “conduct det-
rimental to the team.”

Miami connected on 
47.8 percent of its shots 
from the floor and was 19-
for-44 from 3-point range.

The Trail Blazers made 
37.9 percent of their at-
tempts overall, including 
13 of 45 from behind the 
arc.

Portland trailed by 18 at 
halftime but started the 
third quarter with a 16-2 
run to move within four.

Portland later trailed 
70-67 after a 3-pointer by 
Simons with 6:59 left in 
the third, but Miami got 
the lead back to 10 on Her-
ro’s 3-pointer with 2:35 
left. The Heat led 94-83 
entering the final stanza.

Highsmith’s dunk 
pushed Miami’s lead to 17, 
100-83, with 9:45 remain-
ing in the game. However, 
the Trail Blazers rattled 
off the next 10 points to 
move within seven.

Herro then answered 
with a 3-pointer and Ade-
bayo added a dunk, giving 
Miami a 105-93 lead with 
3:59 to go. Portland’s Don-
ovan Clingan was later 
called for a flagrant 1 foul, 
and Herro sank all three 
ensuing free throws to ex-
tend the lead to 15.

Jaquez added a layup 
to cap a 10-0 spurt as the 
Heat took a 110-93 lead 
with 3:16 remaining and 
cruised to the finish.

Herro scored 18 first-
half points, and the Heat 
led 66-48 at the break. 
Avdija scored 13 points in 
the half for Portland.

Highsmith had nine 
points in the opening 
quarter to help Miami 
grab a 29-23 lead. He later 
drained a 3-pointer to give 
the Heat a 57-42 advan-
tage with 3:05 left in the 
first half.

Herro later buried con-
secutive treys to push the 
lead to 20 in the final min-
ute of the half.

REUTERS

Dead by the end’: Nishikori 
hangs tough in winning 
return to Australian Open
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Guardiola plays down 4-1 win over West Guardiola plays down 4-1 win over West 
Ham, saying squad needs improvementHam, saying squad needs improvement

MOENCHENGLADBACH, Germany

LEADERS Bayern Munich should have scored 
several more goals in their 1-0 Bundesliga win at 
Borussia Moenchengladbach on Saturday to kill 
off the game much earlier, said coach Vincent 
Kompany.

Bayern had a bagful of chances, including for 
Thomas Mueller and Leon Goretzka, in the first 
half with some 70% possession but had to wait un-
til the 68th minute to break the deadlock courtesy 
of top scorer Harry Kane’s penalty.

“It is a very difficult away game and we were just 
back from holidays,” Kompany told a press con-
ference. “If you had the chances we had today you 
would want to score two or three goals to kill off 
the game. We never did that.”

The Bavarians had lost five of their previous 
nine away games at Gladbach, more than against 
any other team in the same period, but on Satur-
day the hosts were toothless, especially in the first 
half. Gladbach did not have a single effort towards 
goal in a one-sided opening half but Bayern’s 
players were repeatedly denied by keeper Moritz 
Nicolas.

Nicolas also pulled off a double save late in the 
game to stop Alphonso Davies’ shot and Serge 
Gnabry’s header.

“But what I liked was the attitude and mental-
ity to keep fighting,” Kompany said. “In the final 
10 minutes things could still happen but we kept 
our cool.

“We could again have scored a few more goals 
but the concentration of the team was really 
good.”

Bayern are in top spot on 39 points, with cham-
pions Leverkusen in second place on 35 after Fri-
day’s 3-2 win at Borussia Dortmund.

REUTERS

ROME

NAPOLI forward Khvicha Kvaratskhelia wants to 
leave the Serie A club immediately, manager Anto-
nio Conte said on Saturday.

Kvaratskhelia’s current deal runs until 2027, the 
23-year-old having joined Napoli in July 2022 and 
helped his side secure their first Scudetto in 33 
years that season.

The Georgia international had been ruled out of 
Napoli’s Serie A home clash against Hellas Verona 
later yesterday.

“Kvaratskhelia has asked to leave the club”, Con-
te told reporters. “I spoke to Khvicha and he con-
firmed his plan to leave the club immediately.”

Kvaratskhelia has been linked with Liverpool and 
Paris St Germain in the January transfer window.

He and Victor Osimhen, who moved to Galatasa-
ray on loan last year, scored a combined 38 league 
goals in Napoli’s title-winning season. Kvaratskhe-
lia was also named player of the season by Serie A 
in 2023.

“Personally I feel very disappointed because I 
spent six months trying to make Kvara feel at the 
centre of the project, working with him and also 
working with the club for six months on the renew-
al,” Conte said.

“It’s something that’s still too fresh. I’m focused 
on the Verona (game). It’s not the sales or purchas-
es that matter but rather the game. No evaluations 
have been made because Kvara is still a Napoli 
player today, we’ll see on the 31st.

“The situation is being monitored, but it’s right 
to leave it up to the club and the player. I did what I 
had to do. If anything, I did too much.”

Napoli lead Serie A with 44 points from 19 games, 
with Kvaratskhelia having scored five goals and 
contributed three assists in 17 league matches this 
season.

“We are talking about an important player,” Con-
te added. “A player who was already due to leave 
in the summer. I also wanted to have technical cer-
tainties.

“Quality is needed in addition to the work I de-
manded, as well as the confirmation of certain 
players, including Khvicha, and he wasn’t the only 
one (who asked to leave).

“Today I have to take a step back. I can’t keep 
those who want to leave tied up in chains. I did that 
in the summer and had six months to convince all 
the parties to find a solution.”

The Naples side signed Bel-
gium striker Romelu Lukaku 
from Chelsea for 30 million 
pounds ($36.61 million) in the 
close-season and he is their top 

scorer with seven league 
goals. They also brought 

in midfielder Scott Mc-
Tominay from Man-
chester United for 30.5 
million euros ($31.24 
million).

($1 = 0.8194 pounds) 
($1 = 0.9762 euros)

REUTERS

LONDON

M
ANCHESTER 
City captain 
Kyle Walker 
has asked to 

leave the club, manager 
Pep Guardiola confirmed 
after their 8-0 thrashing 
of Salford City in the FA 
Cup on Saturday.

Walker (pictured) was 
left out of Guardiola’s 
squad for the third round 
tie with the Spanish man-

ager saying the right back 
had asked to “explore op-
tions abroad”.

The England interna-
tional was linked with a 
move to German giants 
Bayern Munich after City 
clinched the treble in 
2023.

“Two days ago, Kyle 
asked to explore the op-
tions to play abroad and 
end his career. And for 
that reason, I preferred 
playing other players,” 

Guardiola said.
“He asked two years ago 

after the treble, Bayern 
Munich wanted him but 
the offer was not good 
enough.”

The 34-year-old Walker 
joined City from Totten-
ham Hotspur in a deal 
worth around 50 million 
pounds ($61.02 million) in 
2017.

He has made 319 ap-
pearances for City, 
helping the club win 17 

trophies, including six 
Premier League titles 
and their first Champions 
League.

“We cannot understand 
the success we have had 
these years without Kyle. 
It’s impossible,” Guardiola 
added.

“I still am pretty con-
vinced that there’s no-one 
in our job that doesn’t 
want to be where they are 
who can perform and be 
exactly what they want to 

Bayern’s Kompany 
unhappy with 
missed chances after 
1-0 win at Gladbach

Kvaratskhelia wants Kvaratskhelia wants 
to leave Napoli, to leave Napoli, 
Antonio Conte saysAntonio Conte says

AC Milan’s Theo Hernandez in action with Cagliari’s Nadir Zortea during their Serie A match at San Siro, in Milan, Italy on 
January 11, 2025. REUTERS

AC Milan forwards need to be more 
selfish, says coach after Cagliari draw

through the season it’s be-
cause something wasn’t 
right, and we have to take 
full responsibility. If we are 
strict and demanding out-
side the game then we will 
be strict and demanding in 
the game too.”

Milan travel to 16th-
placed Como on Tuesday 
before visiting Juventus 
next Saturday.

They then will look to ex-
tend their four-game win-
ning run in the Champions 
League when they host Gi-
rona on Jan. 22.

Meanwhile, Juventus 
coach Thiago Motta la-
mented his side’s perfor-
mance in  Saturday’s 1-1 
draw at Torino, stressing 
that there have been “too 
many draws” after taking 
the lead in their recent 
games.

Juventus are unbeaten in 
their Serie A campaign but 
have drawn more than any 
other side in the league, 
enduring a 12th stalemate 
in 19 games after Nikola 
Vlasic cancelled out Juve’s 
early opener by Kenan 
Yildiz.

“We started well, but 
after taking the lead we 
dropped too deep, allow-
ing them to create chances. 
We could have been more 
aggressive or avoided let-
ting them reach that dan-
gerous area,” Motta told 
reporters.

“We can do better from 
the point of view of aggres-
siveness. We didn’t finish 
in the right way to win the 
game. In the locker room 
we talked about this situa-
tion.

“Definitely too many 
draws, especially after 
leading games. With a 
young squad and some 
injuries. Never an excuse, 
we’ve lost only two match-
es in all competitions.”

A depleted Juventus 
travelled to city rivals To-
rino without striker Dusan 
Vlahovic, sidelined with a 
muscle issue, on top of in-
juries to key players such 
as forward Arkadiusz Milik. 
However, the Italian man-
ager was pleased as Doug-
las Luiz returned to the 
starting eleven after recov-
ering from muscle issues.

“He played very well, I’m 
very happy with his perfor-
mance,” he said of the Bra-
zilian midfielder.

“We need as many fit 
players in the squad as pos-
sible. Right now (left back 
Andrea) Cambiaso I have 
to thank him because he 
is on painkillers so he can 
give us a hand.”

Juventus, fifth in the 
standings on 33 points, vis-
it second-placed Atalanta 
on Tuesday before they 
host AC Milan next Satur-
day.

REUTERS

MILAN, Italy

AC Milan coach Sergio 
Conceicao said his for-
wards needed to be more 
selfish in front of goal af-
ter his two-game winning 
streak since taking over 
was halted by a disappoint-
ing 1-1 home draw against 
lowly Cagliari in Serie A on 
Saturday.

Cagliari shocked Mi-
lan with a quickfire equal-
iser in the 55th minute 
through defender Nadir 
Zortea, four minutes after 
Alvaro Morata broke the 
deadlock for Milan from 
close range on the Portu-
guese manager’s Serie A 
debut.

“I expected much more 
at all levels,” Conceicao 
told Sky Sport.

“I’ve been a coach for 

13 years, and comparing 
the quality of this group 
to what we did, it was the 
weakest first half since I’ve 
started coaching.

“We lacked rhythm, qual-
ity... and we weren’t that 
good and intelligent on this 
level.”

Milan created 24 chanc-
es, 11 of them on target, but 
could not convert until Mo-
rata scrambled home a re-
bound 10 minutes into the 
second half.

“My feeling is that (Milan 
forwards) are altruistic,” 
Conceicao said. “That’s 
fine, I like a player like that. 
But there are moments 
when they have to be more 
simple.

“In front of goal you have 
to be selfish, a winger has 
to go one on one with the 
opponent. We look for a 

be.
“He asked to explore, it 

doesn’t mean it’s going to 
happen because you nev-
er know the situation.

“I respect him a lot 
because I’m more than 
grateful since he has been 
many years for us. He’s 
been important for the 
national team and impor-
tant for our team.”

Walker has seen his 
playing time reduced this 
season, making just nine 
Premier League starts, 
with local media suggest-
ing Saudi Arabia could be 
his next destination.

Meanwhile, Liverpool 
manager Arne Slot com-
plimented fourth-tier 
Accrington Stanley for 
posing a challenge to the 
Premier League leaders 
despite  losing 4-0  in 
Saturday’s FA Cup third 
round clash.

Accrington, with only 
just over 21% of posses-
sion, tried hard to hold 
off Liverpool but were 
left licking their wounds 
as the home attack found 
their mark after initial 
misses.

“They are not afraid to 
press high, they’re not 
afraid to play one-v-one, 
but then you wonder, will 
they do this at Anfield 
as well? But they defi-
nitely did. They were not 
afraid,” Slot told a post-
match press conference.

The Dutchman made 
eight changes to the Liver-
pool starting lineup that 
he fielded in Wednesday’s 
1-0 League Cup semi-final 
first leg  loss at Totten-
ham Hotspur.

“For us it was all about 
the players that haven’t 
played that much yet, to 
give them playing time,” 
he said.

The coach also handed 
a debut to 16-year-old Rio 
Ngumoha, who became 
the youngest Liverpool 
player to start a competi-
tive match or make an FA 
Cup appearance for the 
club.

“Every time (Ngumoha) 
comes to train with us we 
see what his qualities are. 
He can dominate one-v-
one situations, he’s very 
quick on his feet, he can 
change direction really 
fast,” Slot said.

“The fans liked what 
they saw, you could feel 
this in the stadium ... spe-
cial day for him, making a 
debut, win. He will sleep 
well tonight.”

Accrington boss John 
Doolan said he liked the 
opening 20 minutes of 
the match, but wished his 
side had a bit of luck.

“We will lick our wounds 
and go again. I couldn’t be 
prouder of the players, 
fans and staff,” Doolan 
told the BBC.

“It was massive and a 
big ask from us. When 
you give world-class play-
ers two yards, they can do 
what they do.”

Accrington, 19th in 
League Two, are five 
points above the relega-
tion zone.

Liverpool will next face 
Nottingham Forest in the 
Premier League on Tues-
day.

($1 = 0.8194 pounds)
REUTERS

difficult (solution) some-
times and I don’t like that, 
football is simple.”

Asked whether the team 
needed more rules and 
discipline, the Milan coach 
admitted he liked to have 
things well-organised.

“It’s my way of doing 

things for many years,” he 
said.

“It’s not that I come 
here and I have to do it by 
force. For me it’s the simple 
things: schedules, training, 
being involved in the work 
day by day.

“If I got here halfway 



 

Kvaratskhelia wants 
to leave Napoli, 
Conte says

Stars coach Morocco targets CHAN 
glory as Tanzania gears up 
for historic tournament
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Azam FC begin 
preparations for 
second round 
with new signings

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

T
ANZANIA national foot-
ball team (Taifa Stars) 
head coach, Hemed 
‘Morocco’ Suleiman, has 

expressed his ambition to win the 
African Nations Championship 
(CHAN), which Tanzania will co-
host with Kenya and Uganda from 
February 1-28, this year.

This eighth edition marks a his-
toric first for CAF, as it will be the 
first time the tournament is jointly 
hosted by three nations. 

Teams will compete for a sub-
stantial prize, with CAF having 
previously announced a 32% in-
crease in the total prize money for 
the CHAN Kenya, Tanzania, and 
Uganda 2024, bringing it to USD 
10.4 million.

Coach Morocco (pictured) will 
be closely following the draw for 
the CAF African Nations Champi-
onship (CHAN) 2024, which will 
take place at the Kenyatta Interna-
tional Convention Centre in Nairo-
bi, Kenya, on Wednesday, January 
15, 2025, at 20:00 local time. 

The tournament will feature 18 
qualified teams, including Afri-
can football powerhouses such as 
reigning champions Senegal, who 

Matano aims to 
bring success 
and style to 
Fountain Gate

 Flexibles by David Chikoko
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By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

KENYAN coach Robert Matano has promised 
Fountain Gate FC fans and management improved 
results and performances following his recent ap-
pointment as head coach. 

This move comes shortly after his departure 
from FKF Premier League side Sofapaka in Kenya.

The veteran tactician (pictured), renowned for 
his strategic acumen and decorated coaching ca-
reer, officially joined the Tanzanian club under 
undisclosed contract terms. 

Matano replaces former coach Mohamed Muya, 
who was dismissed on December 29 last year after 
a crushing 5-0 defeat to Young Africans in the Pre-
mier League.

The 60-year-old coach, who famously guided 
Sofapaka to their first-ever Premier League title in 
2009, had rejoined the Kenyan club at the start of 
the 2024/25 season. 

Despite his short tenure, Matano left a signifi-
cant mark, with Sofapaka currently sitting sev-
enth in the league standings with 21 points from 
15 matches.

Speaking after his arrival, Matano expressed 
gratitude and determination, acknowledging the 
competitive nature of the Tanzanian Mainland 
Premier League.

“When you mention some of the best leagues, 
you cannot fail to mention the Tanzanian league. I 
am happy with the opportunity I have gotten here 
because it is an honour for me,” he said. 

“I have had positive discussions with my leaders, 
so let’s wait and see what will happen this season.”

Matano’s move to Fountain Gate signals a grow-
ing interest in opportunities beyond Kenyan bor-
ders. 

Last year, he was in talks with Coastal Union in 
Tanzania but ultimately declined the offer. While 
he refrained from elaborating on the reasons, 
Matano emphasized his focus on his new role at 
Fountain Gate.

With five Premier League titles and multiple 
Coach of the Year accolades, including awards in 
2009 and 2021, Matano has earned a reputation as 
one of East Africa’s most respected football minds. 

His six-year tenure at Tusker FC, where he led 
the club to league triumphs, remains a standout 
achievement in his illustrious career.

Matano’s appointment marks the end of his sec-
ond stint at Sofapaka, where he initially made his-
tory by securing the club’s maiden league title in 
2009. 

His return this season provided fans a reminder 
of his pedigree and ability to deliver results.

While Sofapaka now face the challenge of find-
ing a suitable successor, Matano’s focus is firmly 
on his new task at Fountain Gate FC.

“This league has its challenges, but with hard 
work and discipline, I believe we can achieve great 
things,” he added.

As Matano embarks on this new chapter, his en-
during influence on East African football remains 
undeniable, solidifying his status as a coaching leg-
end in the region.

By Correspondents 
Nassir Nchimbi & Seth 
Mapoli

WITH the Premier 
League on a two-month 
hiatus until March 1st due 
to Tanzania hosting the 
CHAN tournament, Azam 
FC head coach Rachid 
Taoussi has resumed train-
ing to build early chemis-
try within his squad, which 
includes new signings.

Taoussi emphasized the 
importance of bringing 
the players back early to 
ensure his plans for the 
league’s second round, 
starting March 1, are on 
track.

Azam have bolstered 
their attacking options 
with two new signings: 
19-year-old Tanzanian 
talent Zidane Sereri (pic-
tured) from Dodoma Jiji, 
who has signed a five-and-
a-half-year deal, and Ivo-
rian left back and central 
defender Zouzou Landry 
from AFAD Djekanou of 
Ivory Coast Ligue 1.

Azam, currently third in 
the league behind leaders 
Simba and second-placed 
Young Africans, returned 
to their training camp at 
the Azam Complex on 
Monday to begin prepara-
tions for the final stretch 
of the season.

“The players were al-
ready in competitive form, 
so giving them two months 
without playing competi-
tive matches or training to-
gether is a challenge for us 
as the technical bench. It 
will give us a lot of work to 
get them back to competi-
tive form,” said Taoussi, 
who is from Morocco.

“Our plan is to be a com-
petitive team. We have a 
lot of work to do to ensure 
we recover the points we 
dropped and are able to 
achieve our goals. We are 
building them to be bet-
ter than they are now,” he 
added.

Taoussi said he will en-
sure he builds the team, in-
cluding securing friendly 
matches to provide practi-

here at home. This is an ad-
vantage for us,” he said.

Morocco referenced Tan-
zania’s past CHAN record, 
which has consistently end-
ed in group-stage elimina-
tion, stressing the need to 
change this narrative and 
reach the quarter-finals.

“Our participation in these 
CHAN finals has never been 
good; we have always been 
eliminated in the early stag-
es. We want to change this 
perception and progress fur-
ther. We need to work.

“If we get good prepara-
tions before CHAN, with 
sufficient time for a training 
camp and with the players 
we have at the moment, we 
can achieve something,” he 
said.

He added: “We have al-
ready started initial prepara-
tions in strategic planning, 
and things are progressing. 
We are looking at what kind 
of players we will need. I be-
lieve we will do well.”

The presence of numerous 
players from Simba SC and 
Young Africans in CAF inter-
club competitions has pro-
vided coach Morocco with a 
prime opportunity to scout 
talent for his CHAN squad. 

His scouting efforts includ-
ed watching players com-
pete in the Mapinduzi Cup, 
where Zanzibar reached the 
final against Kenya, while 
Tanzania exited in the group 
stage. 

This has broadened the 
coach’s selection pool for the 
CHAN tournament.

edged 2022 hosts Algeria in 
the final in Algiers three years 
ago to lift the title for the first 
time.

The coach explained that 
his strategy involves using the 
CHAN tournament as a valu-
able opportunity to prepare 
for the AFCON tournament 
later in December. 

However, he emphasized 
that winning the CHAN tour-

Young Africans are 
above Azam with 39 points 
from 15 matches, while 
Simba lead with 40 points 
so far.

Meanwhile, as Azam in-
tensify their preparations 
for the resumption of the 
Premier League, reports 
suggest the club’s Sen-
egalese left-back, Cheikh 
Sidibe, may soon depart 
before the transfer win-
dow closes.

Sources indicate that 
Sidibe, who has previously 
been called up to the Sen-
egal national team, is in 
advanced stages of negoti-
ating an exit from Azam. 

Speculation links him 
to a potential move to DR 
Congo’s AS Vita Club, a 
transfer reportedly en-
dorsed by Vita’s head 
coach, Youssouf Dabo, 
who previously coached 
Azam FC. 

It is said that Dabo has 
instructed the club’s man-
agement to finalize Sidibe’s 
registration promptly.

An insider at Azam re-
vealed that the club’s 
leadership recently held 
a meeting and resolved to 
part ways with the defend-
er. The decision comes 
amid ongoing efforts to 
bolster the squad with new 
international signings.

“The management has 
reached the decision to 
release Sidibe due to vari-
ous reasons that I cannot 

disclose. However, discus-
sions are ongoing with 
players from different 
countries to strengthen 
the team,” the source stat-
ed.

Sidibe joined Azam from 
Senegalese outfit Teun-
gueth FC and was a key 
player during Dabo’s ten-
ure before the coach left 
for AS Vita. 

Following Dabo’s exit, 
Moroccan tactician Taous-
si took over as Azam’s head 
coach. Under Taoussi, 
Sidibe has seen reduced 
playing time, with Paschal 
Msindo often preferred at 
left-back.

In addition to Sidibe’s 
situation, concerns have 
emerged regarding Azam’s 
Guinean forward, Gibril 
Sillah.  The player has re-
portedly received an offer 
from AS Vita as well, al-
though Azam’s leadership 
is still in talks with him to 
explore the possibility of 
retaining his services.

When reached for com-
ment on Sidibe’s rumoured 
departure, Azam FC’s head 
of information, Thabit Za-
karia, also known as “Zaka 
Zakazi,” dismissed the re-
ports. 

“I don’t know anything 
about that. You know 
there’s a lot of information 
on the internet, but there 
is nothing like that hap-
pening within the club,” he 
stated briefly.

nament is a key objective.
“First, we have already 

qualified for AFCON. For me, 
we need to forget that for a 
while as we make long-term 
calculations starting from 
here, and those calculations 
need to start in this upcom-
ing CHAN tournament be-
cause AFCON is in December 
next year.

“The CHAN tournament 

will be held here in the coun-
try, and we will be the hosts. 
To be honest, we want to give 
Tanzanians a gift. My inten-
tion and that of my fellow 
coaches is to keep this tro-
phy here in the country.

“A good advantage we have 
is that many of the players 
who were in the squad that 
was seeking a place to play in 
AFCON are players who play 

cal training.
“For us as coaches, the 

two-month league break 
means we will have the re-
sponsibility of redesigning 
training programs and en-
suring the players remain 
in top physical and mental 
condition,” said Taoussi, 
who took over the team 
from Youssouf Dabo.

“There is pressure for 
results when we return as 
it is the final round. The 
great expectations of the 
leaders and fans are good 
results, so if I had agreed 
to let the players continue 
staying at home, I would 
have had a hard time mon-
itoring their progress,” he 
concluded.

He said he believes that 
by staying close to them 
[the players], he can build 
them tactically and men-
tally before the league re-
sumes.

Azam, who qualified 
for the CAF Champions 
League preliminary stage 
this season after finishing 
second in the 2023-2024 
season, have collected 39 
points from 16 matches 
this season, from 11 wins, 
three draws, and two loss-
es.

Formerly under Dabo, 
Azam were eliminated in 
the first round in a 2-1 ag-
gregate against APR after 
losing 2-0 away in the sec-
ond leg.
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