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More opposition
inputs kkely to
strengtnen GNU

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE ruling party has welcomed
contributions from opposition
parties on how to improve

the performance of the isles’
Government of National Unity
(GNU) led by President Dr
Hussein Mwinyi.

Khamis Mbeto Khamis, CCM
deputy secretary for ldeology,
Publicity and Information for
Zanzibar, made this remark

in a ceremony to unveil ACT-
Wazalendo election promises
for the next civic and general
elections titled ‘Brand Promise’
here at the weekend.

He said the party’s doors are
open for advice and constructive
criticism for improved service
delivery. “If the GNU partner
identifies any inadequacies
they should explain so instead
of complaining on the sidelines.
The doors are open to receive
complaints,” he declared.

As the GNU is made up of

CCM and ACT-Wazalendo,
Zanzibar will attain substantial
development gains if enhancing
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A Dodoma resident (in wheelchair) is attended to at a
free eye care camp run at the weekend at Makole Hos-
pital in the national capital by Dar es Salaam’s Mzizima

Lions Club.

moved

Foreign Affairs and East African Cooperation minister Dr Stergomena Tax (R) receives diplomatic credentials

from Zambia’s High Commissioner to Tanzania, Mathews Jere, in Dar es Salaam yesterday.

PM praises NACTVET,
ATE vocational drive

By Correspondent Joseph

Mwendapole
PRIME  Minister Kassim
Majaliwa has commended

current efforts between the
Association of Tanzania Em-
ployers (ATE) and the National
Council for Technical and Vo-
cational Education and Train-
ing (NACTVET) to build a solid
foundation of skills among the
youth.

He saluted these efforts
when officiating at an event
to award employers making

By Guardian Reporter

OVER 30,000 products made

in Tanzania have barcodes and
Tanzania is now internationally
identified using number 620.
Jumbe Menye, the GS1 (T) board
chairman, made this observation
at a breakfast meeting of
members of the business
community hosted by Geostatic
International (T), a product
identification company, in Dar es
Salaam yesterday.

Dr Zainabu Chaula, the Social
Welfare, Community Development
and Gender permanent secretary,
gracing the meeting, said goods
put on the market without
barcodes are considered to be
highly suspect, especially at
international market level.
Goods put on the market
without barcodes are nameless
goods, she said, affirming that

large contributions in devel-
oping skills for the youth in
technical colleges, where ATE
chief executive officer Suzzane
Ndomba said ATE was backing
government efforts in enhanc-
ing skills to spur employment
growth, mobilising employers
to participate in the national
apprenticeship programme.
ATE was working with vari-
ous stakeholders in the coun-
try mission of GIZ, the German
development agency and the
Danish association of employ-
ers to implement skills pro-
jects in the country especially

in Lindi, Manyara, Dodoma,
Morogoro and Dar-es-Salaam
regions, she said.

The aim is to provide the
youth with skills for them to
be employed, and through
the project run in collabora-
tion with GIZ, upwards of
4,500 youth in Lindi, Manyara
and Dodoma regions will be
trained in domestic and in-
dustrial plumbing, and out of
these a total of 1,800 will be
connected to various firms for

TURN TO Page2

Tanzania attains 30,000
products with barcodes

it is absolutely necessary for

Tanzanian manufacturers and

traders to acknowledge that in
the present world goods can't sell
without barcodes.

“It is synonymous to selling
goods that bear no names,” she
told roughly 300 delegates,
elaborating that barcodes have
packed information, one element
being to show the proper origin
of the products.

GS1 (T) CEO Fatma Kange told
the gathering that the company
institution uses digital methods
to carry the message on the
importance of barcodes. Greater
outreach is still needed to achieve
overall coverage, he stated.

Local producers and exporters
have to use barcodes for their
goods to be valued locally and
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By Guardian Reporter

RESIDENT Samia Suluhu
Hassan

yesterday re-
Mashimba Ndaki

as Livestock and Fisheries minis-

nting Ramadhani

Kailima as director of elections.
Kailima, who served in the past
during the Dr John Magufuli presi-
dency, replaces Wilson Mahera
Charles, who becomes deputy
permanent secretary in the Presi-
dent’s Office (Regional Adminis-
tration and Local Governments).
Chief Secretary Dr Moses Kusi-
luka said in a statement yesterday
that the president made changes
of ministers, deputy ministers,
permanent secretaries and their
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Samia sidelines
Ndaki, brings
back Kailima
to oversee polls

deputies, along with regional
commissioners.

Abdallah Ulega takes over as
minister at Livestock and Fisher-
ies replacing Mashimba Ndaki,
working with David Silinde, mov-
ing from Regional Administration
and Local Governments docket in
the same portfolio.

Four officers of the President’s
Office, the Director of Elections
and the manager of the National
Environment Management Coun-
cil (NEMC) in the central zone,
become deputy permanent sec-
retaries.

The Investments docket shifts

TURN TO Page2
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Tanzania attains
30,000 products
having barcodes

FROM PAGE 1

abroad, now and in the
future, she stated, point-
ing out that so far some
30,000 products pro-
duced in Tanzania are

known to have barcodes.
Founded in
1995, GSI Technology,

Inc. is a leading provider
of static random access
memory (SRAM) that re-
tains data bits in its mem-
ory as long as power is
being supplied. GSI Co.is
a manufacturer’s repre-
sentative firm set up in
1979, prolonging previous
work as a solutions pro-
vider for food, agriculture,
plastics, minerals, chemi-
cals, pharmaceuticals and
other process industries,
an entry online says.

Without barcodes, the
origin of such goods can-
not be affirmed, and con-
sumers may rightly think
that they have been de-
ceitfully put on the mar-
ket, the top ministerial
official noted.

She lauded efforts by

President Samia Suluhu
Hassan to ensure the pri-
vate sector faces no chal-
lenges and problems as
it grows, noting that non-
use of barcodes under-
mines the good intentions
of the sixth phase govern-
ment.

She was similarly up-
beat about GSI (T) efforts
in helping manufacturers
and traders, as these ef-
forts have reduced stress
on producers and traders
in exporting goods, plus
making business inclusive
and friendly.

Saadi Ahmed Mtam-
bule, the Kinondoni dis-
trict commissioner sitting
in for the RC, hailed the
firm for organising the
meeting as a helpful plat-
form for entrepreneurs to
learn.

He described ‘Tanza-
nia beyond barcode’s as
a good slogan, vowing to
promote the use of bar-
codes in the district, as it
would add market visibil-
ity to the products.

PM praises NACTVET,
ATE vocational drive

FROM PAGE 1

practical training,.

The training goes in tan-
dem with inking 50 con-
tracts between employers
and the vocational train-
ing body to steer further
collaboration even after
the project, she stated,
underlining the wish to fa-
cilitate Tanzanian firms to
fully participate in East Af-
rica’s competitive market.

That is also true for the
wider continental and
global market so “it is es-
sential to take deliberate
steps in enhancing skills
especially for the youth,”
she stated, airing the view
that employers have a par
to play in the country’s
ability to arrive at these
goals.

Employers are aware of
the need to demonstrate
what they are doing in
relation to the third five-
year development plan,
to reduce unemployment
from nine per cent in
2019 to eight per cent in
2025/26, she pointed out.

“Enhancing skills is
among plans identified
by the government, to

increase the number of
graduates who received
on-the-job training, as one
way to enhance skills for
the youth,” she said.

At a similar event last
year ATE submitted a re-
quest for relief to employ-
ers to enable them partici-
pate fully in pushing the
growth of skills, pointing
at the Skills Development
Levy (SDL). It could be
relieved for employers re-
ceiving anticipated gradu-
ates from universities and
technical colleges, she
stated.

In his remarks, the pre-
mier said it is important
to extensively invest in
the development of hu-
man resources for the na-
tion to attain its targeted

development goals.
The development of
human resources was

vital as skill is needed
in all productive sectors
and without skills there
won't be significant de-
velopment. All countries
experiencing fast growth
succeeded after giving
priority to skills develop-
ment, he added.

Health deputy minister Dr Godwin Mollel (3rd-R) cuts a cake at celebrations held in Moshi yesterday to mark the 25th anniversary of the municipality’s rehabilitation
centre of Dar es Salaam-based CCBRT Hospital. He is with, among others, CCBRT Hospital CEO Brenda Msangi (to his left) and CCBRT Hospital Board of Directors president Dr

Willibrod Slaa (to his right).

‘More opposition inputs likely to strengthen GNU’

FROM PAGE 1

peace and national unity con-
tinues to be the focus of all po-
litical actors, he said.

He stressed that ministers in
GNU were working hard, includ-
ing those from ACT-Wazalendo
like Nassor Ahmed Mazrui,
Omar Said Shaaban and First
Vice President Othman Masoud
Othman.

Being in GNU, opposition
ministers are implementing the
2020 CCM election manifesto,
espousing various development
plans for a five year period, he

said.

“Our partners want to take
over the government,” he said,
noting that CCM is already lead-
ing it, and vast development
gains are discernible in educa-
tion, water and other infrastruc-
ture in both Unguja and Pemba
islands.

The major objective is to see
each Zanzibari live a better life
“and hence we must maintain
the existing peace and national
unity in seeking to attain that
goal,” he emphasised, an event
which sparked extensive debate
in Zanzibar after attending a

rally called by ACT-Wazalendo.

Introduced as representing
the CCM deputy secretary gen-
eral for Zanzibar, he said politi-
cal parties will come and go but
the country will remain, urging
members of the public to pro-
tect the foundations of peace
and solidarity.

Going over issues taken up
in ACT’s pledges at the time of
the 2020 polls, he said many
such issues are reflected in cur-
rent development plans and ar-
rangements of others are being
addressed.

He said the eighth phase gov-

ernment was building modern
hospitals in every district and
regions along with 20 storeyed
schools, while old schools are
being refurbished.

There are modern markets
being built at Mwanakwerekwe,
Jumbi and Mbuzini areas, he
said, pointing at the massive wa-
ter project as the government
injected 34bn/- to the Zanzibar
Water Authority (ZAWA).

ACT-Wazalendo leader Zitto
Kabwe said that pledges by his
party seek to provide Zanziba-
ris better lives, to see Zanzibar
attaining full authority to make

decisions, by reducing the list of
Union Affairs, especially in eco-
nomic issues.

“We want a new Zanzibar
with the new Constitution and
accountability. These are issues
that hastens people’s develop-
ment,” Zitto said.

First Vice President Othman
said the opposition’s plan shows
the way to attain development
in Zanzibar. The party is a vessel
to relieve Zanzibaris from pov-
erty and give them better lives,
via better social services in par-
ticular, he added.

Mashimba Mashauri Ndaki (2nd-R, front), until the weekend Livestock and Fisheries minister, has a first-hand account of fish feeding during a visit to a tilapia farm in
Bagamoyo District. Left is the farm’s manager, Riddim Saha.

Samia sidelines Ndaka, brings back Kailima to oversee polls
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to the President’s Office, with the
position of Fisheries permanent
secretary scrapped. The Ministry
of Livestock and Fisheries will have
one permanent secretary and two
deputies.

Muheza MP Hamis Mwinjuma
(a Bongo flavour artiste) becomes
deputy minister for Culture, Arts
and Sports, replacing Pauline Gekul
who shifts to Constitutional and Le-
gal Affairs the same position.

She replaces Godfrey Pinda, shift-
ing to Land, Housing and Human
Settlements Development, in place
of Ridhiwani Kikwete, appointed to
the President’s Office (Public Ser-
vice Management and Good Gov-
ernance).

He replaces Deogratius Ndejem-
bi, shifting to the President’s Office
(Regional Administration and Local

Governments).

Christina Mndeme moves to Shin-
yanga as regional commissioner in
place of Sophia Mjema, lately ap-
pointed to head the Ideology and
Publicity department in the CCM
Secretariat, the statement indicat-
ed.

Dr Francis Michael moves from
the post of permanent secretary in
Education, Science and Technology
docket to Songwe as RC, with ex-RC
Waziri Kindamba moving to Tanga
to replace RC Omary Mgumba, now
dropped.

Dr Tausi Kida, a veteran research-
er, will serve in the President’s Of-
fice (Investment) as permanent
secretary, while Juma Mkomi takes
over at the President’s Office- (Pub-
lic Service Management and Good
Governance) as permanent secre-
tary. Ambassador Samweli Shelu-
kindo takes over as Foreign Affairs

and East African Cooperation per-
manent secretary.

Others are Prof Carolyne Nombo
(Education, Science and Technol-
ogy), Gerald Mweli (Agriculture),
Dr Seif Shekalaghe (Health), Na-
dhifa Kemikimba (Water), Kheri
Mahimbali (Minerals) and Moham-
ed Abdulla Khamis (Information,
Communication and Information
Technology.

Prof Riziki Shemdoe moves from
the President’s Office (Regional
Administration and Local Govern-
ments) to Livestock and Fisheries as
permanent secretary. Dr John Jingu
moves from the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice (Policy, Parliamentary Affairs
and Coordination) to Community
Development, Gender, Women and
Special Groups in the same post.

Dr Jim Yonazi moves from
Information, Communication
and Information  Technology

to the Prime Minister’s Office
(Policy,  Parliamentary  Affairs
and Coordination) as permanent
sectetary, while Adolf Ndunguru
shiftsfromMineralstothePresident’s
Office (Regional Administration
and Local Governments).Anthony
Sanga shifts to Land, Housing and
Settlements Development from
Water as permanent secretary.

New deputy permanent
secretaries  appointed include
Wilson Mahera, the ex-director in
the National Electoral Commission
(NEC), becoming deputy permanent
secretary in the President’s Office
(Regional Administration and Local
Governments) for the Health docket.
Dr Franklin Rwezimula being
appointed as PS in the Ministry of
Education, Science and Technology
(Primary and secondary education)

Others are Dr Hussein Omari,
then senior officer in the Vice

President’s Office, becomes deputy
permanent secretary in Agriculture.
Cyprian Luhemeja, ex-CEO for the
Dar es Salaam Water and Sanitation
Authority (DAWASA)  becomes
Water deputy permanent secretary.

Lucy Kabyemera, former director
at Land, Housing and Settlements
Development becomes deputy
permanent secretary in the same
docket, while Andrson Mutatebwa,
a senior officer in the State House,
becomes deputy  permanent
secretary at Natural Resources and
Tourism.

Athuman Mbuttuka, the govern-
ment’s internal auditor general,
takes over as deputy permanent
secretary at Energy, while Dr Daniel
Mushi, the Registrar for the Tanza-
nia Meat Board (TMB), becomes
deputy permanent secretary at
Livestock and Fisheries.

Agnes Meena, ex-director in the

President’s Office (Public Service
Management and Good Govern-
ance) becomes deputy permanent
secretary at Livestock and Fisher-
ies, while Selestine Kakele, senior
officer at Foreign Affairs and East Af-
rican Cooperation, becomes deputy
permanent secretary for Informa-
tion, Communication and Informa-
tion Technology.

Dr Grace Magembe, deputy per-
manent secretary in the President’s
Office  (Regional Administration
and Local Governments) moves to
Health in the same position, with
Nicholas Mkapa, deputy permanent
secretary at Land, Housing and Set-
tlements Development moves to
Culture, Arts and Sports in the same
position.

All the newly appointed officials
will be sworn in later today at the
Chamwino State House, the state-
ment added.
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‘68,813 visitors entered
Z'bar in January 2023

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ATOTAL of 68,813 visitors entered Zanzi-
bar in January 2023, a 3.1 per cent increase
compared to 66,720 guests who came in
December last year.

This was revealed here at the weekend
by the Head Services Division in the Bu-
reau of Statistics, Bakari Khamis Kondo
when submitting statistics regarding for-
eigners entering the Isles.

Kondo said the total also shows an in-
crease of 62.1 per cent compared to 42,443
visitors who entered the Isles in January
2022, the situation that reflects the contin-
ued strengthening of the tourism sector
after the Covid-10 pandemic.

He mentioned Italy at the leading for-
eign country for bringing in 10,338 tour-
ists, or 15 per cent of all visitors, followed
by France with 1,658 visitors or 12.6 of all
foreign visitors.

Other nations are Poland (6,102 visitors),
Germany (4,364) and Scandinavian coun-
tries with 3,588 visitors or 5.2 per cent of
the total.

He added that 52.3 per cent of all visitors
were female and 477 per cent male where-

as 89.7 per cent of the visitors came to the
Isles for vacation.

Senior Bank of Tanzania (BoT) econo-
mist Dr Ulrick Mumburi said the increas-
ing number of tourists will be a boon for
Zanzibar’s economic growth as tourism
has been its economic mainstay.

He said the increasing number of
tourists means the opening up the
country economically.

He added that for the month of Janu-
ary Zanzibar total tax collection was
89.6bn/- or 92 per cent of the collection
target, reflecting that the number of
tourists has been increasing.

For his part, Maabad Jaffar Mwadini,
Tourism Research Officer from the
Commission for Tourism said global
relief from the Covid-19 pandemic has
contributed to the boosting of world
tourism and that according to World
Tourism Organisation (WTO) more than
900 million tourists travelled to various
countries.

He said it is estimated that in 2023 tour-
ism growth will attain an increase of be-
tween 50 and 70 per cent while Zanzibar
will benefit from that growth.

Selemani Jafo, Minister of State in the Vice President’s Office (Union and the Environment), cuts ribbon to launch a solar energy system at an
oryx filling station in Dar es Salaam at the weekend. Next to him is Oryx Energies Tanzania Limited managing director Kalpesh Mehta. Photo:

Guardian Correspondent

Minister Jafo commends Oryx Energies’ services

By Guardian Reporter

IT is indispensable for Tanza-
nians as a nation to join other
nations on the use of clean and
safe energy, said Dr Seleman Jafo,
Minister of State in the Vice Presi-
dent’s Office (Union and Environ-
ment).

In doing so, Tanzanians will
be abiding by President Samia
Suluhu Hassan’s call in requiring
public and private institutions to
make sure they create plans that
aim to fight climate change.

Jafo made the remarks in Dar es
Salaam at the weekend when he
launched a solar energy initiative

by Oryx Energies Tanzania Limit-
ed (OGTL) at Mwenge. The initia-
tive is part of the firm’s strategies
to begin using solar energy at its
fuel stations countrywide as well
as other areas including fuel stor-
age facilities.

He lauded OGTL for the steps
it is taking in supporting govern-
ment’s efforts against the effects
of climate change.

“I commend you for the big
step, and personally I am proud
of Oryx Energies Tanzania be-
cause since I held T became the
minister in the VPO, my big re-
sponsibility is to make sure we
fight challenges from climate

change.

“Severe drought conditions in
various areas, reduction of water
levels in many hydro-power dams
and as you can recall, just recent-
ly our country faced big power
shortage challenges,” he said.

He said in sustainable devel-
opment the Seventh Sustainable
Goal calls for the use of modern
forms of energies for producing
various energies; hence Oryx en-
ergies have decided to make im-
plement it and praised its manag-
ing director, Kalpesh Mehta for
the bold step.

He added that Oryx Energies
has become then example to be

emulated as they have stated that
they produce 21 KWh of electric-
ity for their own use that now
stands at 9 KWh and injects the
surplus to the national power
grid.

He also used the occasion to
call upon other oil firms to use al-
ternative energy sources as Oryx
Energies does as they reduce the
effects of climate change.

In regard to the use of wood
fuel and charcoal for cooking,
Jafo said the practice has created
great disaster as nearly 400,000
acres of forest land a year is lost
due to use of firewood and char-
coal.

“I therefore appeal to you, and
other firms that it would be bet-
ter to loans consumers gas cylin-
ders and claim the money in in-
stalments whenever they come to
buy cooking gas,” he said.

He also directed all petrol sta-
tions that are being built to make
sure they allocate a special area
for installing gas plants for mo-
torists, and this will be the main
condition before a petrol station
is built.

Kalpesh Mehta said they are
glad that their Mwenge fuel sta-
tion has started using solar power
and this was the first step as they
will do that at other fuel stations

they own in the country includ-
ing their fuel storage facilities.

“We will also upgrade our facili-
ties to use renewable energy to
power their operations. Our de-
posits, blending and filling plants
will soon be solar powered. This
is over 666,631KWh, equivalent
to over 260.1 tonnes of Carbon
dioxide emission avoided which
translates to over 9,000 trees
saved,” stated Mehta.

The managing director added:
“Oryx Energies globally believes
that success can only be achieved
by becoming a pan-African leader
on environmental, social and in-
novative leader in the industry.”

Govt reaffirms commitment
to assist CCBRT operations

By Guardian Correspondent

THE government has reaf-
firmed its commitment to con-
tinue working with the Com-
prehensive Community Based
Rehabilitation in Tanzania
(CCBRT) and other partners to
build rehabilitative care capacity
and meet the greater need for as-
sistive devices and other services.

Dr Godwin Mollel, deputy min-
ister for Health made the reaf-
firmation yesterday during the
commemoration of the 25th anni-
versaries CCBRT Maohi centre of
providing rehabilitation services
to people with disabilities in the
wider northern zone and other
regions.

He said: “In the past 25 years,
you have touched the lives of
thousands of Tanzanians with
disabilities and their families.
People living with disabilities re-
quire rehabilitative services as
well as appropriate assistive de-
vices and care,” he said.

Dr Mollel said with the proper
devices and rehabilitation ser-
vices provided by CCBRT and its
partners, thousands have gained
mobility, self-sufficiency, self-
confidence, and ultimately con-

tribute to a healthier and more
productive country.

The deputy minister urged lo-
cal partners to build a culture
of contributing to the services
provided to fellow Tanzanians
instead of relying on external aid.

CCBRT’s chief executive of-
ficer Brenda Msangi, said that the
CCBRT Moshi was established in
1996 and since then it has been
Kilimanjaro’s sole community
based rehabilitation service pro-
vider. “We built a rehabilitation
centre, the “House of Hope”, in
2005 and has been providing in-
tensive therapy, as well as clini-
cal and social support to children
with disabilities in the wider
northern zone of Tanzania and
beyond,” she said

“our special  thanks to our
partners, the government ,clients
and staff for offering intensive
training on disability care for
parents, providing high-quality
rehabilitative care to children
with disabilities, and conducting
home visits to ensure that clients
are living healthy lives after treat-
ment” she added.

Brenda requested their contin-
ued support as the centre faces
many challenges despite the suc-

cess that has been reached in the
past 25 years.

CCBRT Moshi works to ensure
the longevity of each device by
providing repairs to damaged
parts and making adjustments to
the device as the child grows.

She said the majority of chil-
dren who receive care during the
weeks of intensive treatment are
children living with cerebral pal-
sy, but weeks of intensive treat-
ment are also held for children
living with spina bifida and Hy-
drocephalus.

The week of intensive treat-
ment focuses on lifelong care,
bowel and bladder management,
as well as rehabilitative and post-
op care to ensure that parents
can provide for their children’s
needs. CCBRT Moshi also hosts a
seating clinic, which creates cus-
tom fitted assistive devices and
wheelchairs for children with
physical impairments.

During the week, families of
children that receive assistive
devices are asked to pay a small,
affordable fee, which helps to off-
set the high cost of production of
these devices and ensures that
families view the devices as im-
portant investments.

Ado Shaibu, Secretary General of the opposition Alliance for Change and Transparency (ACT-Wazalendo), ad-
dresses the party’s members in Zanzibar at the weekend. Photo: Guardian Correspondent
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Audit Objective

Scope of work

Eligibility Criteria

Standards on Auditing (ISA)

team

Deliverable
The key deliverables will be:

the financial position of the Group

Communication and Reports

Submission guidelines

Physical address:
Mezanine Floor, Extelecom house
Samora avenue, Dar es salaam
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China Dasheng Bank Ltd is a fully -fledged commercial bank acquired a license to operate as a commercial Bank on 25th November
2017. It is the first bank in Tanzania established jointly by Chinese state-owned and private companies. The Bank has two branches, one
located at ground floor, Extelecoms House, Samora Avenue and the second located at Kariakoo business area along Aggrey street.

The Bank Head office is located at Mezzanine Floor, Extelecoms House, Samora Avenue.

China Dasheng Bank is seeking to engage the services of suitably qualified firms which is also registered by Bank of Tanzania (BOT) to
submit proposals for External Audit services in respect of 2023 financial year.

The objective of the China Dasheng Bank Ltd audit is to obtain reasonable assurance that the financial statements reflect a true and fair
view of the financial position of the China Dasheng Bank Ltd. The audit will be performed in accordance with International Financial
Reporting Standards ("IFRS”) and International Standards of Auditing (“ISA").

The audit report will include an Independent Auditors Report (Opinion) on the financial statements.
The successful External Auditor will cover the headquarter and 2 branches both are in Dar es salaam.
The audit will be in conformity with International Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”) and International Standards of Auditing ("ISA").

The findings and recommendations shall include an action plan for China Dasheng Bank organizational and accounting improvements
depending on findings and its implications and shall accommodate management comments.

Eligible Audit firm should meet the following criteria:
1. Approved by Bank of Tanzania and NBAA
2. Compliance with legal requirements of registration
3. Experience of the audit firm with audit reporting under International Financial Reporting standards (IFRS) and International

4. References for similar audits performed within the Bank
5. Provide Audit Methodology, Proposed Work-plan, Curriculum Vitae for the partner, manager and key staff proposed for the audit

6. Audit firm and staff must be independent of China Dasheng Bank Ltd and affirm their independence in the engagement letter.
7. Any actual or potential conflict of interest in taking up this role should be highlighted

1. Audited Financial Statements indicating if accounting standards have been applied and whether they reflect a true and fair view of

2. Management Letter where matters that are not material to the financial statements, but which the auditors wish to communicate
to China Dasheng Bank Ltd may be reflected for management action

All audit reports and accompanying statements of financial condition shall, at a minimum, be presented in English.

The proposal should be addressed to: The Chief Executive Officer, China Dasheng Bank Ltd, P. o. box 388, Dar es salaam

Also, application can be done electronically via following email: info@cdbbank.co.tz
The deadline for submission of the proposal is: 10t March 2023

Only shortlisted bidders will be invited to present themselves for interview at China Dasheng Bank offices at a date to be
communicated. For any questions, info@cdbbank.co.tz
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Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa presents a trophy to Kiula Makala (2nd-L), acting CEO of the Dar es Salaam Water and Sanitation Authority (Dawasa), in
recognition of the agency’s contribution to the national skills development effort. This was at a gala dinner co-hosted in Dar es Salaam on Friday by the As-
sociation of Tanzania Employers and the National Council for Technical and Vocational Education. Right is Education, Science and Technology minister Prof

Adolf Mkenda and left is llala district commissioner Edward Mpogolo Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

gal documents.

document or Visa.

FIVE Burundian nationals ap-
peared before the Kisutu Resi-
dent Magistrates Court on Friday
facing two charges including ille-
gal entry into the country.

The charges were read by State
Attorney Godfrey Ngwijo before
the Kisutu Principal Resident
Magistrate, Amir Msumi.

Ngwijo told the court that the
accused committed the offences
on February 15th this year at
Michikichini in Ilala Municipality,
Dar es Salaam Region.

Ngwijo told the court that on
the first charge, the accused en-
tered the country without having
a valid passport or any other le-

On the second charge, it was
alleged that on the same day and
place, the accused committed
the offence after they were found
in the country without having
valid passports or any other legal

Burundians charged
as illegal immigrants

By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

He mentioned the accused
as Migisha Mirubabalira, Abbas
Swai, Michael Manoa, Frank Za-
bron and Alex Fanuel.

The accused agreed to have
committed the offence and were
given bail conditions which in-
cluded having two sureties to
sign a Im/- bond each.

All accused could not fulfil the
bail conditions and were taken to

remand prison. ‘ ‘

On the second
charge, it was al-
leged that on the
same day and
place, the accused
committed the of-
fence after they
were found in the
country without
having valid pass-
ports or any other

Stakeholders call for combined efforts to end sexual corruption in universities

By Getrude Mbago

WOMEN and girls rights stakehold-
ers have called for combined efforts to
end violence and sexual corruption in
schools especially in universities.

Speaking in Dar es Salaam over the
weekend during the conference to
commemorate the 15th anniversary
of the Women Fund Tanzania - Trust
(WFTT) , the stakeholders said that
the recent efforts taken by the govern-
ment and stakeholders to ensure that
girls study well were not enough as
many of them are still facing violence
in schools.

Sabina Seja, director of corruption
prevention at the Prevention and
Combating of Corruption Bureau
(PCCB) said in a recent study conduct-
ed by the Bureau in collaboration with
WFT-Tanzania, it was found that ma-
jority of university students and some

in secondary and primary schools
were facing violence including being
forced to have sex.

She said that PCCB has been work-
ing with WFT-T to fight sex corrup-
tion and this has been well cam-
paigned in the last five years.

“We started in two universities
which University of Dodoma (Udom)
and Dar es Salaam (UDSM), the study
however didn't only ended up ques-
tioning the students and community
but also educate them.on how and
where to report acts of violence, we
also facilitated establishment of spe-
cials desks to deal with the challeng-
es,” she explained.

Theo Sowa, former CEO of the Affi-
can Women’s Development Fund, un-
derscored the need for organisations
and stakeholders to continue working
in unity to empower women and girls
uplifting them from poverty and vari-

ous challenges.

“This therefore is an important cel-
ebration of the power of dreams, vi-
sion, hard-work to channel goals into
reality and collective effort towards
change of women. African women
heroes are not mentioned enough.
We do not acknowledge the stories of
change championed by our African
sisters,” she said.

She noted that despite bilateral
institutions directing most of their
funds in women’s organizations, only
1 percent goes to support women’s
work emphasizing that  adoption
of feminist policies such as FAP by
bilateral institutions like Canada has
promoted resourcing women rights
organisations (WROs) to 7 percent.

UN Women Country Representa-
tive, Hodan Addou said: “It has
truly been inspiring to see how
the WomenFund Tanzania has

been able to grow from strength to
strength ensuring women’s human
rights & voices are contributing in
all of the policies that are impor-
tant in Tanzania.”

The Fund’s executive director
Rose Marandu said beyond cel-
ebrating the impactful work that
has been done, the three-day event
is also aimed to share knowledge,
to engage, and to inspire other
civic and uncivic actors to under-
stand what role feminist funds
have played around the world,
with a particular focus on what
role WFT-Trust plays in Tanzania,
and how others can be part of this
new feminist funding model.

She said WFT- has reached hun-
dreds of non-government organi-
sations, platforms and thousands
of individuals with financial and
idea expansion support to enable

them implement various social and
economic projects that impact the
society.

She said the Fund employs two in-
novative strategies in grant making.
First it provides funding to locally
based Women and Girls’ rights organi-
sations which demonstrate or show
potential of effecting transformative
changes in the lives of women and
girls in their respective communities.

The second level of funding goes
to national networks, platforms and
coalitions which direct efforts in trans-
forming legal frameworks, policies,
plans and budgets. At this level, we
have seen enhanced debates which
interrogate  discriminatory  legal
frameworks, policies, plans and budg-
ets. One key achievement at this level
is strengthened women rights move-
ments, collective voice and sustained
feminist agenda.

In addition to grant making, WFT-
T has catalysed a dialogue and debate
challenging conventional philan-
thropic approaches which fail to reach
out the majority of those in need of
such funding particularly women and
girls in community level settings,” she
said. Maria Rusimbi, WFT-T co-found-
er said despite a huge step that has
been witnessed in uplifting women,
the majority of them are denied their
rights due to oppressive systems in the
society.

“As we celebrate the court case,
WFTT realizes that there are hun-
dreds of girls and women who are
subjected to various acts of violence,
who need the support of women and
men in this country to stand up and
say, “enough is enough” let our girls
and women remain safe in their own
home, in their communities and in
this nation.”

Govt sinks in funds for improvement
of Tanzania-Zambia railway services

George Venanty (C), Vodacom Tanzania Plc’s North Zone head of sales, pictured with colleagues in Moshi municipality at the weekend
serving a three-wheeler rider refuelling via M-Pesa to get back an instant ten per cent of the amount paid. It was all part of a cam-
paign by the company meant to promote a digital payments culture. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Correspondent, Mbeya

THE Tanzania-Zambia Railways Author-
ity (TAZARA) is improving economically af-
ter the government started refurbishing its
infrastructure including permitting the pri-
vate sector to invest in the transportation of
goods between the two neighbouring coun-
tries.

TAZARA director general, Fuad Abdallah
made the remarks at the weekend during
the visit by deputy works and transport min-
ister, Atupele Mwakibete at Mbeya Railways
station to inspect the government’s direc-
tives.

Abdallah said in 2015 the government
decided to pay salaries of TAZARA workers
after it failed to operate by itself, a step that
brought relief in its operations.

He added that in 2017 the government pro-
vided 10bn/- for the rehabilitation of seven
locomotives that had broken down as well as
the purchase of plants for the production of
aggregate at Kongoro-Maswiswi mine where
there is also a plant for the production of
railway sleepers.

He noted that before 2015 the authority
had little capacity in moving cargo but after
the government’s injection of funds, the ca-
pacity increased.

He said the railway has the capacity to
transport five million tonnes of cargo a year
but in 2014 it moved only 80,000 tonnes.

“After the government injected funds its

capacity increased and we now have the
capacity to transport more than 200,000
tonnes of cargo per year and we view this as
a great development,” he said.

He added that as for now, the Authority
has entered into contract with three firms
that have invested in cargo transport along
the railway line, two of them have already
started and another is in the last stages of
doing so.

He named the firm as Karabash LTD of
Zambia and Africa Inland Container De-
pot LTD from Tanzania while BRFAVO Ltd
from Tanzania is yet to start operation.

The Governing Chairman for Mbeya
TAZARA District, Betwel Kamugisha said
Mbeya Station is among stations that are
in the refurbishment plan.

He said as for now they have already
painted over the walls of various buildings
and repaired seats for waiting passengers.

Deputy works and Transport Minister
Mwakibete commended the Authority for
establishing the joint venture plan with
the private sector for using its infrastruc-
tures.

He said the procedure is good and is
used all over the world hence the govern-
ment plans to also use it in its own railway
lines to enhance cargo transport.

He instructed TAZARA officials to insert
in its next financial year’s budget funds for
purchase of seats for passengers to sit at var-
ious stations while waiting for trains.

KIGALI

THE 69th edition of the Airports Coun-
cil International (ACI) Africa Board Meet-
ing, Regional Committees, Conference,
and Exhibition, started in Kigali on Satur-
day, February 25, to discuss the future of
the continent’s airport industry.

Leaders and experts in the African air-
port industry have attended the confer-
ence, which runs until March 3 with the
theme “Shaping up a Sustainable African
Airport Industry: Time for Action.”

According to the organisers, the confer-
ence comes at a time Africa has a unique
opportunity to craft a new vision for an ef-
ficient, resilient, and sustainable air trans-
port industry that meets growing expec-

tations in airport safety, security, service
level, technology, and environment, while
remaining economically and financially
sound.

With over 250 airport leaders, profes-
sionals and stakeholders expected to be
in attendance, the organisers said, this
conference promises to provide the par-
ticipants with unparalleled opportunities
for networking, knowledge sharing, and
business growth.

The post-pandemic era has called for all
stakeholders of the African airport ecosys-
tem to step up from commitment to imple-
mentation.

business in Africa.

industry.”

Tounsi said: “ACI Africa has crafted a
fitting program that addresses the in-
dustry’s most pressing needs and invited
some of the best subject matter experts to
share their vision of the new norms for a
sustainable future of the African airport

African airport industry experts meet in Rwanda

The ACI Africa Secretary General, Ali
Tounsi, has thanked the event’s host,
Rwanda Airports Company (RAC), and
local and international sponsors, and
exhibitors, who will showcase the latest
range of products, services, and technolo-
gies aimed at strengthening the airport

The Rwanda Airports Company Manag-
ing Director, Charles Habonimana, said:
“We are pleased to welcome African air-
port executives to Rwanda for the ACI Af-
rica Meeting and Exhibition.

“As we continue to recover from the set-
backs caused by COVID-19, this feels like
a perfect time to discuss matters close to
our calling and shape a better future for
the airport industry in Africa,” Haboni-
mana said.

Leading companies such as Dufry, Avia-
tion Travel and Logistics, SITA, Bugesera
Airport Company, and Flemingo Interna-
tional are among the sponsors of the con-

ference which has drawn the participation
of over 35 exhibitors.

On February 25, the conference partici-
pants had the opportunity to participate in
Umuganda, Rwanda’s national-wide com-
munity work, in Rwamagana District, of-
fering a unique opportunity for delegates
to give back to the community while im-
mersing themselves in Rwandan culture.

More than 200 delegates of the ACI Af-
rica Meeting took part in the community
work that was held at Mwulire Genocide
Memorial in Mwulire Sector.

Rwanda Airports Company donated
Rwf21 million to support the construction
of a house for vulnerable Genocide survi-
vor and the renovation of the Genocide
memorial.
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Foundation offer sanitary
pads to 100+ girls in need

By Correspondent James Kandoya

THE Asma Mwinyi Foundation (AMF)
through the ‘Afya Yangu project has do-
nated sanitary pads to 118 vulnerable girls
in Mkuranga district, Coast Region.

AMF is Tanzanian NGO focusing on
helping and supporting the underprivi-
leged, deprived and vulnerable people
such as orphans, widows, children, men
and women

The foundation implements Afya
Yangu’ in Mkuranga district to help and
support adolescent girls to realise their
dreams especially in education. The girls
will be getting sanitary pads every month.

Asha Salum showered praises to the
project sponsors over the weekend dur-
ing a function to receive the sanitary pads
from AMF which was held at the Mkuran-
ga district hospital.

She said the donation came at the right
time and had inspired them to attend
learning classes throughout the month.

She said most of them remained home
during the menstruation period over lack
of pads; the thing affected their academic
performance.

“It is indeed a bigger support to us
since it enables us to stay in class during
menstrual periods,” said Salum, add-
ing the foundation has made them feel
happy as other girls. A nurse in-charge for
Youth Service, Care and Treatment and
‘Afya Yangu’ project at Mkuranga district
hospital, Sweet Ndyerumaki said girls

and women face a number of challenges
including shortage of finance to buy the
pads. She said the project supported by
AMF has come at the right time adding
that initially they started with 70 girls and
they have now reached 118 girls aged be-
tween 10 and 18.

“We are delighted to be part of the AMF
family through the donation given to our
young girls and adolescents,” she said.

Representing the hospital manage-
ment, Angela Malugu thanked AMF for
the donation, calling upon other institu-
tions to also volunteer to support the
girls. She appealed for more collabora-
tion from the foundation to ensure more
vulnerable girls are reached with the sup-
port, especially those who cannot afford
to buy pads.

Asma Ali Mwinyi, AMF director said the
foundation has been supporting vulner-
able girls for three consecutive years.

She said the foundation donates sani-
tary pads to vulnerable girls and women
every end of the month adding that it was
looking forward starting supporting boys.

“The donation has helped most girl
students in Mkuranga district to stay in
school. Our target is to support more de-
prived and vulnerable girls in the district
to ensure they are happy and enjoy life as
other girls,” she added.

The foundation is also implementing a
project dubbed ‘Nistiri Nisifedheheke'-a
friendlier service to adolescent boys and
girls in Mkuranga district.

Asma Mwinyi Foundation director Asma Mwinyi (L) presents sanitary pads to Mkuranga District hospital nurse Sweet Ndyerumaki (R) and nurse-
in-charge Angelina Malugu for use by needy girls seeking medical services at the facility. Photo: Correspondent James Kandoya

Zanzibar targets 1m tourists over for the next two years

By Guardian Correspondent, Longido

ZANZIBAR, a leading island desti-
nation in Africa, is aiming to attract
almost one million visitors in the
next two years, banking on its rich
heritage and historical sites, plus
warm beaches and marine resourc-
es, a report said.

Zanzibar government is now up-
grading tourism infrastructure in-
cluding expansion of roads and im-
provement of Abeid Amani Karume
International Airport (AAKIA) to-

gether with other projects.
Zanzibar President, Dr Hussein
Mwinyi, has outlined various de-
velopment programs undertaken
by the island’s government to
strengthen tourism, aiming to at-
tract 850,000 tourists over the next
two years. President Mwinyi had
opened the first premium Zanzibar
Tourism and Investment Forum
late this week with the aim to con-
nect the tourism investors from
East Africa, Africa and other tourist
market sources in the world.

Branded as ‘Z - Summit 2023,
this international tourism summit
took place February 23-24 at Zan-
zibar Airport's Golden Tulip Con-
vocation Centre, and attracted over
300 participants.

The Z-Summit 2023’s goal was to
connect key players and stakehold-
ers in the tourism industry from
East Africa, Africa and internation-
al investors, to meet and chart out
strategies that would raise the num-
ber of visitors in Zanzibar and the
rest of Africa, together with more

investments in tourism.

Dr Mwinyi said that the construc-
tion of Pemba Airport is expected to
open up tourism opportunities in
the island as one among the efforts
under the island’s government to
promote the growth of tourism.

He said Zanzibar is cherished with
old buildings including the Stone
Town which is the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) World Her-
itage Centre. Stone Town is a hub for
most tourists landing on the island.

Zanzibar president used the chance
to invite more tourists and investors
to the island and said the doors are
open to investors from around the
globe to invest in Zanzibar.

Dr Mwinyi said his government
has taken steps to implement the
Blue Economy Policy with an em-
phasis on its sustainability through
its “Tourism for All” concept.

Zanzibar’s Blue and Green econo-
mies had a unique chance to attract
about 81% of global travelers prefer-
ring sustainable destinations.

Zanzibar has experienced a grad-
ual and positive growth in room
numbers, with an average of 2,000
rooms per year since 2019, and the
opening of new internationally-
branded hotels and resorts.

The Island’s Minister for Tourism
and Heritage, Simai Mohamed Said,
noted that Zanzibar has been at-
tracting tourists all the year round.
Zanzibar is among the leading tour-
ist destinations in the Indian Ocean
in Africa together with the Sey-
chelles and Mauritius.

JICA celebrates the completion of the second Next Innovation with Japan in Tanzania (NINJA2)

—Supporting innovative and impactful start-ups in Tanzania—

Next INnovation with JApan (NINJA) is a start-up
support initiative designed to support
entrepreneurs and start-ups in developing
countries which are creating innovative business
models and technologies to solve social issues.
NINJA's support includes entrepreneurship
development activities, business matching,
promotion of venture/impact investment, and
policy recommendations to strengthen the
ecosystem.

JICA Tanzania launched the second NINJA
competition in January 2022 (NINJA2) to
continuously support start-ups in Tanzania, and
is pleased to announce the successful
completion of NINJA2.

As a first selection stage of NINJA2, 3 Tanzanian
start-ups emerged from a total of 162 applicants
whereby JICA had provided capacity building
program for them for 5 months. Then, as a final
selection stage 2 out of the 3 start-ups were
selected as a winner i.e., EcoAct Tanzania
Limited, Agripoa Company Limited. JICA
provided cash award for these 2 start-ups to
support their Proof of Concept (PoC) activities.

As part of the Initiative, 3 start-ups selected at a
first selection stage took a capacity building
session based on their identified technical
capacity building needs through Deloitte
Consulting Limited. The technical assistance
included monitoring their progress, mentoring,
and guiding them on the execution of their PoC,
revision of their PoC plans and evaluation of their
business operations. Through the technical
assistance they have mobilised/brushed up their
business and managed to improve their
organisational capacity by refining business
models and defining business strategies, as well
as optimising marketing approaches.
Furthermore, three start-ups received
opportunities to make a presentation to
Japanese  stakeholders (e.g.,  Japanese
companies, Japanese investors, etc) and

Tanzanian stakeholders including Tanzanian
start-up ecosystem players.

Based on the brushed up their business model
and strategy though capacity building session, 2
awarded companies implemented PoC activities
for 5 months. They improved their business
operation and expand their business though PoC.
In February 2023, JICA published their
documentary videos of their activities in order to
promote their entrepreneurship and also to raise
awareness of NINJA.

ﬁgmnq .Ii’llljlal‘lll.a?

1. EcoAct Tanzania Limited

Figure 1: Capacity Building session of EcoAct

<Company Profile>

Established in 2018, EcoAct Tanzania is a social
enterprise that focuses on addressing the
challenges of post-consumer plastic pollution,
waste management, ocean pollution,
deforestation, and climate change. EcoAct uses
an innovative plastic extrusion technology called
"Waxy 2" to recycle waste plastics and turn them
into plastic lumber. Plastic lumber is an
affordable alternative to wood, reducing the need
for building and furniture materials made from
wood.

EcoAct uses 100 % recycled post-consumer
plastic waste to manufacture durable, affordable,

and environmentally friendly plastic lumbers for
use in applications ranging from building,
construction, furniture making, fencing to
landscaping. Bringing the most environmentally
conscious products on the market today with
unique features, EcoAct's technology ensures
that its manufactured plastic lumbers do not rot,
are termite resistant, are waterproof and last
more than 40 years without replacement whether
used in dry or wet areas.

<NINJA Initiative>

The capacity building session has enabled
EcoAct to document a strategic plan to guide
long-term organisational planning and
operations to achieve its long-term goals and
define its goals and aspirations in measurable
commercial terms. As a result, the organisation
will be able to have structured quarterly and
annual plans linked to its business strategy.
Moreover, EcoAct is developing a marketing
strategy that will provide more clarity around
customer profiles, effective marketing channels,
key stakeholders to engage and what digital
platforms will be more effective to better target
its customers. Through the capacity-building
sessions, the company has identified a clear
direction in terms of being able to attract an
investor portfolio to help scale the business.

[Documentary video of EcoAct]

2. Agripoa Company Limited

<Company Profile>

Agripoa is a Farm Management Software that
uses Artificial Intelligence to help African poultry
farmers to plan, monitor and analyse farm

Figure 2: Promenade utilizing plastic lumbers
manufactured by EcoAct

activities with a help of data-driven insights to
make the right decisions at the right time.
Agripoa started operations with Poultry farmers
but plans to expand other livestock, horticulture
and crops.

The app is used by farmers to detect poultry
disease and provides advice on the course of
action to take, including medication and best
practices. The app also allows a farmer to chat
with a farm expert and allows a farmer to record
daily farm activities and expenses.

Currently, the Agripoa App works on the Android
platform. Users with Android Cell phones can
download the app through Google Play Store.

The app enables farmers to do the following:

1) Get Market Information including market
connections, determine the product
with high demand in the market, the
quality of products needed in a given
market and the demands and standards
of buyers.

2)  Get Farm Data Insights and Analytics to
be able to know the development of the
farm, get the Vaccination Calendar,
know the quantity of food to feed
animals and get informed about new
outbreaks and how to treat them.

3) Gain Knowledge from Professionals
through communication with
veterinarians, get solutions to poultry
diseases and exchange of ideas with
other farmers.

4)  Revenue and Expenditure Management
by tracking the money spent on
purchasing animal feeds, medicine and
other farm inputs and receiving alerts
when there is overspending.

Figure 2: Farm Management Sofware of Agripoa

<NINJA Initiative>

Through the capacity building session, Agripoa
has been able to identify strategies to increase
traction and guide its operation and planning so
that it can commercialise its other services to
increase revenue. The company has also been
able to develop a three-year strategic plan to
quide its operations and planning. Furthermore,
Agripoa successfully partnered with Jubilee
Insurance Company to provide insurance
services to farmers who are registered via its
app.

[Documentary video of Agripoa]
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Bank promises to continue
supporting Tanzania SMEs

By Guardian Reporter

BANK of Africa Tanzania has expressed its
commitment to continue empowering Small
and Medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) so that
they can and contribute to the country’s eco-

nomic growth.

direct investment to businesses and investors

from Europe and Tanzania.

The forum attracted high-level participants
from Europe and Tanzania, including political
leaders, heads of international financial institu-
tions, executives of distinguished companies,

and prominent business delegates.

Adam Mihayo, bank’s managing director
and CEO during the Bank of Africa Tanzania
which took part in the EU-Tanzania business
forum that was held on the 23rd and 24th of Feb-
ruary 2023 in Dar es Salaam.

“This form is part of the bank’s strategic objec-
tive in supporting the Government of Tanzania’s
vision on a financial inclusion agenda focusing
on the SME segment and women empower-
ment”, he said.

Mihayo said that Bank of Africa has had a pro-
gramme to provide small and medium-sized
businessmen (SMEs) with training to run their
businesses efficiently in parallel with providing
them with loans to develop their businesses.

The EU-Tanzania business forum 2023 aimed
to showcase Tanzania’s opportunities and com-
petitive advantage as a strategic destination for

Bank of Africa through its tailored products
and services with a robust network across 18
African countries and a strong group synergy,
pledge its full support in the financial inclusion

through partnerships and collaborations.

This form is part of the
bank’s strategic objective
in supporting the Govern-
ment of Tanzania’s vision
on a financial inclusion
agenda focusing on the
SME segment and women

Nandi Mwiyombella (L), Bank of Africa Tanzania’s head of marketing and communications, exchanges greetings with Energy minister
January Makamba at the bank’s booth at an exhibition held in tandem with the two-day (Feb 23-24) EU-Tanzania Business Forum
2023 held in Dar es Salaam. They are with the bank’s marketing officer Beatrice Mirigo and trade finance manager Jessica Mizambwa.

Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

EFFORTS by Geita Gold Min-
ing Limited (GGML) to build the
capacity of university graduates
by providing them internship
programme have continued to be
seen after the company emerged
as the first runner up in the awards
organized by the Tanzania Em-
ployers Association (ATE) and the
National Council for Vocational
Education and Vocational Training
(NACTVET).

GGML has emerged as the first
runner up in the group of large
employers due to its contribution
for supporting skills development

GGML shines at ATE, NACTVET awards

in Tanzania through apprentice-
ship, internship and workplace
training.

The move comes a few days after
the company received 50 gradu-
ates from various universities who
have enrolled in the GGML intern-
ship programme. Among them, 30
are women and 20 men.

Last year, a total of 26 youth
graduated from the training within
GGML. Speaking after receiving
the award, in an event held at the
weekend in Dar es Salaam, GGML'S
human resources officer Charles

Masubi thanked the government
for recognising the company’s
contribution to the production of
excellent young people who are
accepted in the labor market.

Prime Minister Kassim Majaliwa,
who was an official guest at the
event, said the government will
continue to cooperate fully with
the private sector in providing vo-
cational education and training to
generate professionals with suffi-
cient skills needed in various sec-
tors.

He also commended the em-

ployers for providing opportuni-
ties for practical training, appren-
ticeships, internships and the way
they participate in preparing the
curricula used in colleges and in-
stitutions of technical education
and vocational training.

He called on all employers in the
country to continue to cooperate
with the government in ensuring
that the goals of developing skills
and increasing the labor market
are successful for the future of the
nation’s development.

“The development of the econ-

omy of any country is highly de-
pendent on the level of skills of the
labor force that it has. Therefore,
the contribution of stakeholders is
important,” he said.

He added that cooperation is
important in developing skills for
building an industrial economy.
“I want to use this opportunity to
congratulate you but the Govern-
ment recognizes and appreciates
the efforts in providing employ-
ment to our graduates, we con-
gratulate you very much.”

Commenting on the year’s slo-

gan that says “strengthening vo-
cational education and vocational
training for the production of
skilled workers in Tanzania,” the
Prime Minister said that the slogan
is strong as it emphasizes the build-
ing of skilled human resources.

Prof Adolf Mkenda, minister for
Education, Science and Technol-
ogy said the government will con-
tinue to manage the implementa-
tion of the National Strategy for
the Development of Skills for the
Year 2016/17-2025/26, one of the
objectives of which is to have co-
operation between employers,
stakeholders and colleges or edu-
cational institutions.

UAE and Tanzania sign pact
on strategic delivery, storage
of fertiliser for food security

DUBAI

THE Office of Sheikh Ahmed Dalmook
Al Maktoum, member of the Dubai Royal
family, United Arab Emirates, has signed
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with the government, through the Ministry
of Agriculture, to provide strategic supply
and storage of fertiliser in the country for
food security.

The MOU outlines the commitment to
providing a reliable and consistent supply
of high-quality fertilizer to Tanzania, which
will help to support the country’s agricul-
tural sector and improve food security.

Under the terms of the MOU, The Private
Office along with its partners will develop
and operate a state-of-the-art fertilizer stor-
age facility in Tanzania, which will have the
capacity to hold up strategic supply of ferti-
lizer products.

The government will facilitate in pro-
viding existing infrastructure at desired
locations. The facility will be strategically
located to ensure that farmers across the
country have access to the fertiliser needs
at competitive prices.

The government has agreed to offtake
fertilizer quantities for distribution to farm-
ers across the country. This partnership will
help to ensure that Tanzanian farmers have
access to high-quality fertiliser, which is es-
sential for the growth of crops and the over-
all success of the agricultural sector.

Sheikh Ahmed Dalmook Al Maktoum
said: “We are thrilled to be partnering with

XXX

the Tanzanian government to help support
the country’s agricultural sector.”

He added: “This MOU represents a signifi-
cant step forward in our efforts to provide

farmers in Tanzania with high-grade fertilis-
er they need to grow healthy crops and im-
prove their livelihoods.”

This strategic partnership will help to drive

economic growth, improve food security,

and promote sustainable agriculture prac-

tices in the country.
He said the private office is committed to
working closely with the Tanzanian govern-

ment to ensure the success of this initiative
and looks forward to a long and productive
partnership..

Tanzania, France sign new pact to boost airline links

By Guardian Reporter and Agencies

IN an era marred with international
flight restrictions, based on widespread
visa bans, and Covid-19 protocols, Tanza-
nia and France have agreed to a Bilateral
Air Services Agreement (Basa), expected
to increase air travel and commerce be-
tween the two countries.

According to the Tanzanian National Bu-
reau of Statistics (NBS), France had 100,371
immigrants from outside of Africa last
year, trailing only the United States, which
received 100,600.

The Basa, which aims to boost Tan-
zania’s tourist sector, was signed by Ol-
ivier Becht, France’s minister for foreign
trade and economic attraction, and Prof
Makame Mbarawa, Tanzania’s minister
of works and transportation.

The signing of agreements with other
nations gives Tanzania a bigger market
to tap into with its tourist services, ac-
cording to Prof Mbarawa, who spoke to-
day at the Basa signing ceremony at the
Tanzania-European Union (EU) Business
Forum.

“This will also enhance trade and eco-

nomic opportunities for the country
across the globe,” he said.

According to official statistics, trade
between Tanzania and France in 2021
was $81.1 million (roughly Shi186.5 bil-
lion). Tobacco, beans, avocados, fish,
cotton, vegetables, raw hides, and skins
are some of Tanzania’s top exports to
France.

On the other hand, the country’s top
imports from France include laboratory
reagents, veterinary medicine vaccina-
tions, and equipment for animal feed.

The Basa pact is anticipated to pro-

mote the nation’s desire to increase the
geographic reach of its airlines, which
will make it easier to transfer people and
goods.

After signing the Basa, the Civil Avia-
tion Authorities of Tanzania and France
will work together to determine the date
of entrance into effect, according to the
acting director general of the Tanzania
Civil Aviation Authority (TCAA) Daniel
Malanga.

The opening of Paris and Marseille to
Tanzanian airlines with defined long-
haul routes, as well as long-haul freight

between the two nations is also included
in the new Basa, he continued.

Also, they decided to have Mayotte and
Reunion, which are outside the former
Basa’s list of entry sites for Tanzanian au-
thorized carriers.

“The new Basa also provides a room for
code-sharing arrangements between air-
lines from Tanzania and France and those
from third countries,” Malanga added.

“We have increased the points of entry
(airports) from two to three. In the cur-
rent Basa, there is also the inclusion of
provision on cargo service,” he added.
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Bank assures continued support
for Zanzibar’s tourism industry

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

EXIM Bank Tanzania has pledged to support Zanzi-
bar’s tourism industry to attain its target of increasing
the number of visitors to 850,000 annually come 2025.

Jaffari Matundu, the Bank chief executive officer
(CEO) made the pledge to the Zanzibar President Dr
Hussein Mwinyi who visited the bank’s pavilion at
the just ended Tourism Summit for Zanzibar Tourism
stakeholders dubbed: “Z-Summit Zanzibar 2023 held
in Zanzibar.

During his statement to the President, Matundu high-
lighted Exim’s commitment to the industry saying the
lender has further set up plans to boost inclusive, sus-
tainable development in the sector, and help local tour-
ism entrepreneurs, including women and youth, adopt
digital platforms to grow their businesses.

“Exim Bank has, through various initiatives, given
tourism development a new focus. By interacting with
our dedicated team at the bank’s Tourism Desk in Zan-
zibar, tourism stakeholders have been exposed to true
specialists in the fields of tourism banking operations
and financial needs within the tourism industry,” he
said.

Exim Bank Tanzania was the main Sponsor of the
7 -Summit, which was the first international tourism
summit to be held in Zanzibar. The Summit, which is
organized by Kilifair in collaboration with the Zanzibar
Association of Tourism Investors (ZATI), was attended
by over 300 delegates from the tourism industry, in-
cluding government senior officials, a number of inter-
national tour operators and hotel owners.

According to Matundu, partnering with ZATI, just a
year ago, saw the bank providing number financial so-
lutions to all ZATT members such as Corporate and SME
Loans, Structuring Loans according to cash flows, dedi-
cated treasury sales dealer, competitive pricing in TZS/
USD and all other currencies.

Other solutions also include preferential treatment at
the branch, Dedicated Relationship Manager, Cash De-
livery or Pick-Up upon agreement, concessions in tar-
iffs, insurance services and payment machines (POS) to

make it easier for tourists to make payments and not
have to worry about carrying or walking with money.

“The partnership is an example of the long-term and
large-scale support that Exim Bank provides to strate-
gic sectors of the economies in the country in this case,
the Zanzibar tourism industry.” He mentioned.

In his opening remarks, Dr Mwinyi thanked the pri-
vate sector and other tourism stakeholders for collabo-
rating with the government to promote the islands.

He said that tourism significantly contributes to Zan-
zibar’s economy, accounting for nearly 30 percent of its
GDP, and that his government is committed to meeting
market demands and matching supply to host 850,000
tourists by 2025.

In the course, the head of state informed the audi-
ence at the Z-Summit that Zanzibar has experienced
a gradual and positive increase in room numbers,
with an average of 2,000 rooms per year since 2019,
and the opening of new international branded ho-
tels and resorts in both Unguja and Pemba, adding:
“As a result, we are gradually meeting the demand
and offering a unique international experience to
our tourists without losing our authentic Zanzibari
identity.”

Simai Mohamed Said Zanzibar’s Minister for Tour-
ism and Heritage said: “We must work together to
promote sustainable tourism and ensure that the
sector’s economic benefits are shared by all while
preserving the islands’ natural and cultural heritage
for generations to come.”

Commenting on the existing relationship be-
tween tourism stakeholders in Zanzibar and the
Exim bank Tanzania, ZATI chairman Rahim Bhaloo
said the bank was the right partner as it is highly
respected for its excellent service delivery, robust
infrastructure driven by innovation, and operating
on an advanced banking technology platform.

“Joining forces with Exim Bank was a natural choice
for ZATI and the agreement and cooperation was in-
tended to help strengthen the platform for the Tourism
Stakeholders of Zanzibar and to help unlock the whole
sector’s full potential,” he said.

1,500 in Dodoma receive
diverse free eye treatment

By Correspondent Valentine Oforo, Dodoma

MORE than 1,500 residents in Dodoma have received
diverse free eye treatments, thanks to the Dar es Sa-
laam -based Mzizima Lions Club for staging a two-day
free clinic camp in the region.

Held at Makole hospital under financial support
from M-BET, the humanitarian camp has been organ-
ized by the Dodoma lawmaker Anthony Mavunde with
a prime vision to assist patients with eye complications
in his constituency to receive high-medical treatments
on free bases.

Speaking during the event, the secretary of Mzizima
Lions Club, Ragib Hassanally expressed that apart from
eye treatments, the two-day clinic also offered free dia-
betes diagnosis as well as blood pressure.

“Out of the so far eye patients that turned out at the
camp to get free treatments, 50 undergone different
minor and larger surgeries, whereby the majority were
given spectacles together with numerous eye medi-
cines,” he briefed.

He also MP Mavunde (pictured) for organizing the
useful camp, appealed to M-BET to continue dishing
out more support to enable them to stage similar eye
camps in more regions because eye treatments are
very expensive to the extent that most of the patients
are failing to afford.

He said the camp has established that most of the pa-
tients in the regions are the elders who are facing sev-
eral eye complications due to their ageism, but some
are troubled with trachoma.

“We’re determined to extend this camp to more ar-
eas of Tanzania to serve more people who are facing
myriad eye complications but can’t afford treatments,”
he added.

Jamal Ngalya, Dodoma City Deputy Mayor who rep-
resented MP Mavunde said the government in the
region will work over possibilities to assure a similar
clinic is conducted after at least two months.

“Experience proves that Dodoma stands among re-
gions with a huge number of people with eyes compli-
cations and most people are being crowded out from
getting deserved treatments due to the high costs in-
volved,” he observed.

Tatu Hamisi, one of the residents who turned out
to get free treatments at the camp said she was partly
blind for three eyes due to high eye complications and
she attended several hospitals from within and outside
the region with no good avail.

“Yesterday (Saturday) when I came here I was totally
blind, but thanks to the doctors here they operated on
both of my eyes and I can currently see like others,” she
appreciated.

Govt sets aside
440bn/- per FY
to boost road
infrastructure

By Guardian Reporter Road Fund in 2000 via

the Road and Fuel Toll Act

THE government has (Cap 220) with the aim of

been setting aside more repairing all roads in Tan-
than 440bn/- every finan-  zania Mainland.

cial year, since FY 2021/22 He said the main source

of the Road Fund is levy
on fuel, set at 363/- per
litre of petrol and diesel.

to boost road infrastruc-
ture both in urban and
rural areas in Tanzania

Deogratius Kwiyukwa, TCB Bank’s Director of Marketing and Business Development, pictured in Dodoma city at the
weekend addressing various other officials of the bank including branch managers at a meeting called to discuss
strategies to improve performance. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
(CONSULTING SERVICES)

MULTINATIONAL TANZANIA - BURUNDI - DR CONGO SGR

PROJECT PHASE |

[THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE TANZANIA/BURUNDI (UVINZA - MUSONGATI
- GITEGA) SGR SECTION]
TENDER NO.: PA/154/HQ/AFDB/202-23/C/01
FOR

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR REVIEW OF DESIGN AND SUPERVISION OF
WORKS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A ELECTRIFIED STANDARD GAUGE
RAILWAY (SGR) UNDER DESIGN AND BUILD ARRANGEMENT

1. The Governments of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Republic of Burundi have applied for financing from the African
Development Bank toward the cost of The Construction of the Tanzania/Burundi (Uvinza - Musongati - Gitega) SGR Section
which is the Phase | of the Tanzania - Burundi - DR Congo SGR project and intends to apply part of the agreed amount for this
loan to make payments under the contract for Consultancy Services for Review of Design and Supervision of Works for
Construction of a Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) under Design and Build Arrangement.

2. The Governments of the United Republic of Tanzania and the Republic of Burundi have entered into a bilateral agreement and
appointed the Tanzania Railways Corporation as the implementing agency for this multinational project.

3. The services for which this Eol applies and included under this project are Consultancy Services for Review of Design and
Supervision of Works for Construction of a Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) under Design and Build Arrangement.

4. The scope of works will be the design and construction of about 282 km of an electrified Standard Gauge Railway line from
Uvinza in Tanzania (off the Tabora - Kigoma SGR line), across the international border along Malagarasi river to Musongati and
onwards to Gitega (both in Burundi).

5.  Thetwo Governments of Tanzania and Burundi have entered into a bilateral agreement to implement this multinational project
as a single project within Tanzania to Burundi territories. There will a single works contractor and a single supervising
consultant for the whole project. However, for purposes of administration, the project is divided into two (2)lots : Lot 1 consist

mainland.

Tanzania Road Fund
Manager Eliud Nyauhen-
ga made the remarks
when addressing to the
Zanzibar road fund del-
egation who recently vis-
ited his office in Dodoma

He said the government
has done great refurbish-
ment of road infrastruc-
tures in the country by
increasing funds thereto.

“This has contributed
to the strengthening of
the country’s rural road
network, including open-
ing up many roads that
had been impassable in
the past

These improvements
have enabled people to
benefit from both social
and economic services
from various projects im-
plemented by the govern-
ment,” Nyauhenga said.

Nyauhenga, who is
also the retired chairman
of road funds repair as-
sociation for East Africa
zone told the visiting del-
egation that collection of
funds for road refurbish-
ment has increased by 27
per cent from 806.7bn/-
in FY 2019/20 to 1,027bn/-
in FY 2021/22.

He added that the de-
cision to allocate road
funds has enabled the
refurbishment of roads
hence protecting the gov-
ernment’s investment in
its infrastructure .

He said the government
established the Tanzania

He mentioned other
sources as levies on for-
eign vehicles that use the
country’s roads as well
as fines charged on over-
weight trucks.

He called on the people
to take care of the road
infrastructure  in their
areas including desisting
from throwing trash into
the drainage trenches.

For his part, the chair-
man of the committee
for preparing guidelines
regarding road use in
Zanzibar, Bakari Rashid,
said the Zanzibar gov-
ernment established the
committee in order to im-
prove road use and that
the committee visited all
roads in both Unguja and
Pemba before they decid-
ed to visit Tanzania Road
Fund.

The committee for pre-
paring guidelines for use
of roads in Zanzibar and
that for reviewing the
strategic plan for Zanzi-
bar Road Fund are on a
two-day visit in Dodoma
to learn about the func-
tions of the Tanzania
Road Fund.

This has con-
tributed to the
strengthening

of the country’s
rural road net-
work, including
opening up many
roads

of the 156km Tanzania Section to be implement in one package, and Lot 2 consists of the 126 km Burundi section to be
implemented in 2 packages as described below.

The project is divided as follows:

a) Lot 1: Tanzania section from Uvinza to Malagarasi border (156 km) to be implemented as one package.
b) Lot 2: Burundi section from Malagarasi to Musongati and Gitega (126km) to be implemented in two packages

a. Lot2-Package A: Malagarasi - Musongati (80km) section.
b. Lot 2- Package B: Musongati - Gitega (46km) section.

On behalf of two Governments of Tanzania and Burundi, TRC a government entity formed under Railways Act No. 10 of 2017 and
incorporated in the United Republic of Tanzania under the Companies Act No.10 of 2017 will facilitate all procurement on behalf
of parties. TRC is wholly owned by the Government of United Republic of Tanzania and is under the Ministry of Works and
Transport. The major responsibilities of TRC as provided in the Act are principally, to develop, promote and manage the railway
infrastructure assets in Tanzania Mainland. TRC in collaboration with ARTF (Burundi Corporation in charge of Railways)
intends to Construct an approximately 282 route-kilometre Railway line between Uvinza and Gitega via Musongati in Burundi
and other railway facilities enroute to Standard Gauge, based on American Railway Engineering Maintenance of Way
Association (AREMA) and UIC standards. The project will be implemented for period of five (5) years.

The Tanzania Railways Corporation(TRC) as Implementing Agency now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in
providing these services.

Interested consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services such as ((i)
Company profile, Registration and Incorporation certificates, (ii) Proven technical capability and experience to carry out
supervision of an Electrified UIC standards Railway Construction Works with ERTMS Level Il systems, and review of
contractor’s designs of at least 1,000 km, at least five (5) years’ experience and having worked in more than two (2) projects
with similar nature and scope, (iii) Present detailed description of similar successfully completed assignments/projects,
include track record demonstrating experience in similar conditions, (iv) Availability of appropriate skills among staff/team,
(v)Brief methodology towards implementation of the project. Consultants may constitute joint-ventures to enhance their
chances of qualification.

Eligibility criteria, establishment of the short-list and the selection procedure shall be in accordance with the African
Development Bank's Procurement Policy Framework dated October 2015, which is available on the Bank's website at
http://www.afdb.org. Borrowers are under no obligation to shortlist any consultant who expresses interest.

Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours from 0900 to 1630hours.
Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 24t March, 2023 at 1030hours and mention “Tender

No.PA/154/HQ/AFDB/202-23/C/01 for CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR REVIEW OF DESIGN AND SUPERVISION OF WORKS FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF A STANDARD GAUGE RAILWAY (SGR) UNDER DESIGN AND BUILD ARRANGEMENT".

. EOl'willbe opened promptly thereafter in public and in the presence of EOl's representative who choose to attend the opening

ceremony TRC HQ Conference Room

Electronic, telegraphic, telefax will NOT be accepted. Late submission of EOl shall not be accepted for evaluation irrespective
of the circumstances and will be returned to sender unopened.

Attn: Managing Director Office

Masanja K. Kadogosa, Director General

P.0 Box 76959, Sokoine Drive/Railway Street
+255, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

Tel: +255 22 2112695

Facsimile (fax): +255 22 2116525; +255 22 2127404

E-mail: dg@trc.co.tz; pmu@tre.co.tz
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Reshuffling key CEOs, regulatory
heads vital for policy follow-up

APPOINTMENTS to plum pub-
lic sector positions are events fol-
lowed closely by a wide section of
the public, more so when there
are preliminary events that sig-
nal a chance in this or that direc-
tion. That is likely to have been
the case when President Samia
Suluhu Hassan picked three new
CEOs for major public agencies,
the National Housing Corpora-
tion (NHC), the Treasury Registrar
and the Tanzania Petroleum De-
velopment Corporation (TPDC).
Each of the appointments has its
reasons, but finally it is the wider
strategic goal that matters, as to
whether there is sufficient direc-
tion and zeal to implement exist-
ing policies, or resist them.

While inward ethics of public
agencies are vital, for instance
their respective performance in
financial administration, as re-
viewed each year by the Control-
ler and Auditor General for that
matter, there are other aspects.
One is the ability to fruitfully in-
teract with the private sector as
a whole, with a specific comple-
ment arising with regard to fair
and positive interaction with
foreign investors. It need not be
emphasised that there are hard
patches of disenchantment with
the foreign private sector, when
they appear to encroach on pub-
lic sector ‘hunting grounds, non-
disposed to the whole idea of joint
ventures, conducting intermina-
ble negotiations, etc.

Different issues surface on the
basis of the sort of changes being
carried out at the same time, as it
may also suggest that within this
kind of weakness at an economic
entity or parastatal organisation,
there may be little pressure to go
forward from the Treasury Reg-
istrar, as custodian of interests of
the government interest. Yet there

is a difference between ministe-
rial direction in that regard and
the Registrar’s role, whether it is
via advice or approval of a cer-
tain course of action. And again
there is a difference between the
board and management. So there
is likely to be a lot of guesswork or
conjuring of circumstances when
such changes occur but with an
effort one can 'make the sense of
it all,” as a famous business chroni-
cler on US television usually puts
it. In a sense though, it can be said
that there is a gradual shift from
closed mentality of career public
service or public agency officers
with preconceived ideological
propensities, to a more diverse
mix of top public agency chief
executives. Several recent appoin-
tees have been drawn from the
private sector, a rather uncharted
policy path.

At times analysts or casual
observers make out too huge a
difference between the public
sector and private sector immedi-
ate background, whereas at times
the two can easily be collapsed.
A number of key investors, those
who are captains of industry at
present and those who did in
the past, had prolonged public
agency backgrounds, at times
joining the private sector only
on retirement. When it comes to
their training backgrounds the
difference is even less noticeable.
Only family circumstance, or early
career niche, makes one a private
sector acolyte for most of his or
her life. They don't quite differ in
their sentiments, but have varied
exposure, sympathies.

When the issue is reduced to
that level, it follows that the more
significant difference is one’s per-
ception of current policies and
readiness to follow them, put
them into action.

Taifa Gas LPG facility project
cements Kenya-Tanzania ties

AN air of new ‘glad to meet you'
scenario was visible as Kenyan Presi-
dent William Ruto graced a founda-
tion stone laying ceremony for a 30bn
tonnes liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
handling facility at the coastal city
port of Mombasa, lately. His remarks
sought to underline a new era of trust
between business operators and pub-
lic institutions in the two countries,
precisely what was happening in Dar
es Salaam at the European Union-or-
ganised business forum. The Kenyan
leader welcomed Tanzanians to in-
vest across the border in greater num-
bers, affirming that his government
was pursuing a mindset changing di-
rection, to end perennial mistrust.

Admittedly efforts in that direction
started a long way off, from the height
of animosities in 2014 where a mo-
tion surfaced in the legislature to take
Tanzania out of the East African Com-
munity, after three partner states (out
of five at the time) formed a ‘coalition
of the willing to take forward com-
mon market objectives. Fourth phase
president Jakaya Kikwete has to draw
deep into his career foreign service
experience to dissuade MPs on the
intentions of our EAC partner states,
etc. The fifth phase president, Dr John
Magufuli cultivated visible affinities
with the Kenyan leadership at the
time, removing roadblocks to grain
exports and uplifting law enforce-
ment across the common border; etc.
Still it is during the sixth phase that the
bulk of non-tariff barriers were swept
aside, which illustrated the mistrust
President Ruto castigated at length.

The $200m (450bn/-) handling
facility was inspired by Taifa Gas
chairman Rostam Aziz, a local busi-
nessman who had high ranking roles
in politics before leaving that field
mid last decade as the triumphant
intra-CCM alliance of 2005 split up.
This investment is an illustration of

the competition for investments that
the EAC common market entails, as
chances are that the Taifa Gas Group
can distribute cylinders in the local
market without a problem. If it thinks
of major investments in areas where
a major public agency has interests, it
may feel squeezed, etc.

When faced with risks of losing
investments to our neighbours now
that we have a borderless EAC market
and an increasingly institutionalised
African Continental Free Trade Area,
it is likely that regulatory authorities
and ministerial executives will start
playing the tune, and even be more
proactive, enabling rather than to frus-
trate investments. We usually think of
the big problem as attracting foreign
investors, while this is a whitewash for
taking local investors for granted. That
attitude is increasingly untenable as
trade barriers fall all around us.

This event also raises the bar for
local regulatory institutions to formu-
late clear strategies, definitely involv-
ing the private sector, as to what it
will take to “be part of the desire by
(East African states) to ensure there
is clean and affordable energy for the
majority by 2025,” to use the words of
the Kenyan leader. So far LPG is the
most promising alternative to enable
the public to evacuate charcoal, but
the gas cylinders are not freely avail-
able as yet, and refilling cost is still too
high. It is another area which validates
a minimum of government subsidy,
using the carbon credits UN initia-
tive to actually ban the production of
charcoal. There is a task force charged
with providing ideas in that direction
butasit is usually the case, it may have
neat public sector dominance ideas,
not new ones, whereas to be effec-
tive plenty of other orientations are
needed, checked with the private sec-
tor, and involving a whole host of new
investments,
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Wanted: An African as World Bank chief

By Wole Olaoye

While all our attention was focused
on the Saturday’s Nigerian presiden-
tial elections, events of global propor-
tions are shaping up elsewhere in the
world. Since time will not wait for
anyone, and considering that we all
have to live with the consequences
of those other events whether we pay
attention or not, the wise thing to do
is take both the local and the foreign
in our strides.

In a little over one week -- all things
being equal -- the world will know
who among the contending candi-
dates the next Nigerian President is.
Apocalyptic naysaying futurologists
will turn their attention to the next
set of elections. But as always, elec-
tions will come and go; the swindled
voters and their problems will always
be here to provide material for re-
searchers interested in finding out
why a bird born in a cage thinks fly-
ing is a disease.

Please join me in looking far afield
at one global development that could
affect our fortunes for good or for ill.
Last week, like a bolt out of the blue,
the man who has been the President
of the World Bank since 2019,  Da-
vid Malpass (pictured),announced his
intention to step down on 30 June,
one year before the end of his term.

The World Bank’s membership
comprises187 nations with the United
States of America as the largest share-
holder. It lends money to developing
countries to facilitate development
(hopefully) and help reduce poverty.
The United States has always enjoyed
the privilege of appointing the bank’s
president from among its citizens.

“It has been an enormous honour
and privilege to serve as President
of the world’s premier development
institution,” said Malpass in a state-
ment announcing his decision to
quit. “With developing countries fac-
ing unprecedented crises, I'm proud
that the Bank Group has responded
with speed, scale, innovation, and
impact.” Although he scored his per-
formance high, he declared that insti-
tutions deserve to have new energy
and that this was a good time for the
World Bank to do that.

The World Bank under Malpass’
leadership faced a number of chal-
lenges, notably the global pandemic
and the War in Ukraine. It tackled the
problem by implementing record fi-
nancial surges and focused attention
on policies to drive economic growth,
reduce government debt burdens,
and help reduce poverty.

However, Malpass’ tenure was
dogged by controversies, especially
the perception that he was a climate
change denier. He had faced criticism
from climate activists last year after
he refused to confirm during a dis-
cussion session whether he accepted
the scientific consensus that burning
fossil fuels was dangerously warming
the planet. Indeed, many opponents

called for his resignation at the time.

The World Bank has noted that it more than doubled its climate financing
to a record $32 billion last year. The outgoing president recently restated the
World Bank’s commitment to reducing debt payments for developing nations
so they can instead fund crucial projects like climate adaptation.

“The reason this is important is because the governments and the people of
the countries need the money for food, for health, for education, for nutrition
and for climate adaptation. These are all pressing needs,” he said.

The perspective of African countries is hardly considered when the big in-
dustrialised nations sit at world fora to make unctuous pronouncements. Take
the climate change issue, for example. The industrialised world is responsible
for most of the pollution while Africa is badly hit by the consequences. The
continent’s climate has warmed more than the global average since the 1850s.
The sea level rise along African coastlines is faster than the global average,
contributing to frequent and severe coastal flooding, erosion and salinity in
low-lying cities.

The world’s top 10 polluters who need to take action to reduce their carbon
emissions and also offset their despoliation of the planet by supporting envi-
ronmental projects around the world, are as follows:

China (More than 10,065 million tons of CO2)

United States (5,416 million tons of CO2)

India (2,654 million tons of CO2)

Russia (1,711 million tons of CO2)

Japan (1,162 million tons of CO2)

Germany (759 million tons of CO2)

Iran (720 million tons of CO2)

South Korea (659 million tons of CO2)

Saudi Arabia (621 million tons of CO2)

Indonesia (615 million tons of CO2)

It is becoming increasingly clear to the world that the much desired global
prosperity and sustainable development will continue to be a mirage until Af-
rica is brought into the scheme of things at the topmost level. The ridiculous
state of affairs in Africa is best exemplified by the flaring of gas by Western oil
drilling companies who destroy the environment and then preach to the local
population not to use firewood for cooking!

It is now generally agreed that Africa is the new frontier of development.
Smart politics on the part of the top industrialised countries demands that
they bring the continent to the table through an assimilation of its highly
skilled technocrats on the global stage. That will be a win-win situation, espe-
cially considering that Africa has been at the receiving end of global greed for
centuries.

I advocate that the African Union, for once, quits being a mere passenger in
the global train and rises to its responsibility of pursuing a continental agenda.
The exit of the World Bank president is a great opportunity to push for an Af-

rican as replacement for the first time
in the history of the bank. Granted
that the US is the largest shareholder
of the Bank with 16.57 per cent of its
capital shares (which accounts for
why every World Bank president
since inception has been a US citi-
zen), perhaps, to ensure that the US
remains the number one influencer
in Africa, this is a strategic sacrifice
worth making.

To qualify for appointment as Presi-
dent of World Bank, a candidate must
have a proven track record of lead-
ership; have experience managing
large organisations with internation-
al exposure, and a familiarity with
the public sector; ability to articulate
a clear vision of the Bank’s develop-
ment mission; a firm commitment
to and appreciation for multilateral
cooperation; effective and diplomatic
communication skills, impartiality,
and objectivity.

Africa is spoilt for choices but the
primus inter pares in my opinion is
the man who currently runs the Af-
rican Development Bank (AfDB), Dr
Akinwumi Adesina.

My reasons are legion, but they can
be distilled as follows:

Adesina is a globally well-respected
development economist with ability
to work very effectively with diverse
shareholders and to galvanise prag-
matic actions to deliver development
impacts at scale. Under his leadership
at the African Development Bank its
work has impacted on over 335 mil-
lion people.

The Africa Investment Forum
which he pioneered brings together
investors from around the world, in-
cluding institutional investors, and
has so far mobilised over $150 billion
of investment interest to Africa with-
in three years.

Global leadership on climate
change adaptation for developing
countries, and a global leader on
green growth and renewable energy
for developing countries. He helped
to launch the $25 billion African
Adaptation Acceleration Program,
together with the Global Center on
Adaptation, the largest climate adap-
tation program in the world.

Under his leadership the African
Development Bank’s general capital
increased from $93 billion to $208
billion. The African Development
Bank was ranked by the Washing-
ton-based Center for Global De-
velopment as the Best Multilateral
Financial Institution in the world in
2022.

Solid financial and development
economics experience. Impecca-
ble academic and professional cre-
dentials. Recipient of several global
recognitions, including the World
Food Prize. Strong ability to work ef-
fectively with the IMF to optimise the
global financial architecture to accel-
erate the achievement of the sustain-
able development goals.
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We need to invest more resources to keep both boys and girls in school

By Correspondent Zuwena Shame

HE recently-released results
for the Standard Four Na-
tional Assessment (SFNA) and
Form Two National Assess-
ment (FTNA) conducted in October
and November last year should serve
as a wakeup call for us as a nation to
invest more resources in education.

According to data from the National
Examinations Council of Tanzania
(NECTA), a total of 1, 718,896 pupils
were registered to take the SFNA ex-
ams, including 870,999 girls (equal to
50.67 per cent) and 847,897 boys (equal
to 49.33 per cent). Out of the registered
pupils, 1,592,600 equal to 92.65 per
cent, took the test while 126,296, equal
to 7.35 per cent did not take the test.

On the other hand, a total of 690,341
pupils were registered to take the
FTNA exams, including 367,013 girls,
equal to 53.16 per cent and 323,328
boys, equal to 46.84 per cent. And ac-
cording to NECTA, 635,130 students
equal to 92.00 per cent of the regis-
tered candidates took the test, includ-
ing 342,210 girls (93.24 per cent) and
292,920 boys (90.60 per cent).

The trend shows that at pre and pri-
mary level, girls are always more than
boys but as they progress to ordinary
and advanced secondary as well as col-
leges and universities, things reverse
with more boys and less girls. Experts
have pinned these changes to a num-
ber of factors but chiefly entrenched
traditional patriarchal systems that fa-
vour boys at the expense of girls.

This is sad reality despite studies
showing that investing in child girls’

education transforms communities,
countries and the entire world. For,
girls who receive an education are less
likely to marry young and more likely
to lead healthy, productive lives. They
earn higher incomes, participate in the
decisions that most affect them, and
build better futures for themselves and
their families.

Girls’ education strengthens econo-
mies and reduces inequality. It con-
tributes to more stable, resilient socie-
ties that give all individuals - including
boys and men and that it’s the opportu-
nity to fulfill their potential including
their dreams.

But education for girls is about more
than access to school. It’s also about
girls feeling safe in classrooms and
supported in the subjects and careers
they choose to pursue - including
those in which they are often under-
represented.

The government has made various
efforts in supporting girls’ education
by making good learning environ-
ments, availing studying materials ac-
cessible by building more girls’ schools
and libraries.

When officially opening one of the
girls’ secondary schools in his Ru-
angwa Constituency recently, Prime
Minister Kassim Majaliwa said that the
government is committed to invest-
ing more resources in girls’ education
for the purpose of making them reach
their desired goals.

Despite the government’s efforts in
supporting the girl child’s education,
various stakeholders in the country
including HakiElimu have been at the

forefront by collaborating with the
government in many areas in different
projects including Champion Project.

The project was established in some
primary and secondary schools across
the country whereby a total of 127
Champion Clubs were initiated and
they aimed at educating girls on gen-
der and protection to enable them
thrive academically.

Many girls in the country face chal-
lenges while in school which block
them from reaching their potentials
and dreams as significant number drop
out of schools due to early pregnan-
cies, early marriages, lack of enough
supportive teachers and inadequate
learning materials including books as

well as uniforms.

Nasra Mkonga (12) who is standard
seven pupil at Mitenga primary school
in Kilwa District, Lindi Region, who
lives with her single mother and her
two siblings says she has a dream of
becoming a doctor but has been facing
numerous challenges that threaten her
dream.

He fears emanate from the fact that
she has been witnessing her fellow
pupils drop out of school due to early
pregnancies, something which she says
she does not wish to happen to girls
her age yet the same happens and sev-
eral dreams like hers come to an end.

Mkonga said that after joining Cham-
pion Club, many things have changed

Trends show
that girls
outnum-
ber boys

in primary
and lower
secondary
schools but
this becomes
vice versa in
high schools
and univer-
sities. File
photo

in her studies but chiefly behaviour
change, thanks to awareness she has
which enabled her to focus only on
studying hard and avoiding tempta-
tions which have led many girls into
early pregnancies and hence out of
school.

She said that through Champion
Club, she and her fellow girls have
been learning female reproductive
system and how to avoid getting
int the trap that has ended many
dreams-relationship at you age. She
said that self-awareness is one of the
topics she has really liked from the
club.

“Self-awareness is to understand
your self-worth and keeping off dis-
tractions that can end your dreams,”
she said.

Mkonga joined champion club
when she was in standard six after
being informed by her teacher on the
importance of the club in reaching
her goals.

Through Champion Clubs, Mkonga
says she has learnt a lot that help her
in her journey towards reaching her
dream of becoming a doctor, includ-
ing studying hard at school and help-
ing her mother with house chores
after school

“I want to be a doctor because I like
helping people and there is no bigger
help one can give than god health,”
she said.

“My dream started when she joined
standard one and with the awareness
I got at the club, I don’t see myself
falling int the same temptations that
ended dreams of my fellow young
girls.”

Nigeria’s post-election reset needs accountable youth-centred leaders

By Cecilia Russell

OUTH have already transformed the narra-
tive of the 2023 elections, and it would be
crucial for Nigeria’s newly elected president
to consider their issues as he takes on the
enormous task of rebuilding the country, says CIVI-
CUS’ Advocacy and Campaigns Lead David Kode.
Speaking on the eve of today’s Presidential election,
Kode told IPS there had been an 11 percent increase in
registration since the 2019 elections, and youth have
shown more interest in these elections than any other
since 1999.

Youth eager to see change

Youth activism which established itself as a politi-
cal force during the 2020 #EndSars protests against
police brutality and impunity, has continued on the
trajectory of demanding change in the troubled coun-
try. The demand for change has gone far beyond just
a change in government and leadership, but affected
institutions like the church too, says Kode.

It would be necessary for the Nigerian president to
tackle youth unemployment and ensure that those
looking for jobs can access them. Going hand in hand
with this, the civil society organization CIVICUS would
like to see accountable and democratic leadership
emerging during the election season, one that takes
into consideration the concerns of the people.

Kode refers to the recent saga with the recall of the
old naira currency, where people protested after the
Central Bank of Nigeria imposed a deadline for swap-
ping old notes. The bank was forced to extend the
deadline, but it’s clear that decision-making was an
example of a government and administration out of
touch with its people.

“In general, as civil society organizations, we can
facilitate between decision makers and the people -
and that wasn’t done, and the views of the majority
of Nigerians were not taken into account,” Kode said.

“And that’s a big problem for a society like Nigeria
because once the decision makers are in positions of
authority, it’s like they're far removed from the lived
experiences of ordinary Nigerians. They don’t access
the schools that ordinary Nigerian access; they send
their kids to schools in Western nations. They don’t
access the hospitals when they are sick, they go out of
the country, so they don’t experience these challenges
on a day-to-day basis and do not really take time to
consult the people about big decisions.”

He says it would have been logical to consult exten-
sively before changing a currency.

No matter if it is the candidate that seems to have
caught the imagination of the youth - Peter Obi - or
another of the front runners, Bola Tinubu or Atiku
Abubakar, that wins the election, it’s clear that the
country needs a reset. No matter who wins, he hopes
Nigeria responds in a way that strengthens the demo-
cratic process and doesn’t end in violence.

If there are protests, he hopes that they are not vio-
lently repressed - and that a free flow of information
remains sacrosanct.

“If you have a leader who really has a vision for the
country and prioritizes inclusivity, that might be the
beginning of the change that is needed.

“Nigeria is a very, very complex, society with a huge
population. And so much needs to be done, and it will
take years to fix the system.”

Kode believes many challenges today are tied to the

Youth involvement in Nigeria’s election is at an all-time high. Here the top three candidates, Peter Obi, Atiku Abubakar and Bola Tinubu take to the campaign trail in a
country where there are 93 million registered voters. Credit: Photos Twitter/Graphic: Cecilia Russell

current president, Muhammadu Buhari, es-
pecially those concerning the economy and
security exacerbated by his “ambivalence to
the plight of citizens.”

The advantage that the new president will
have, for the first time since 1999, is that the
leader is not tied in some way to the coun-
try’s military dictatorship. Within the coun-
try’s constitution, there are structures avail-
able for wide consultation - from the federal
to national level, where people have direct
access to representatives at the national
level. However, ordinary people’s concerns
were not considered.

“So, we had leaders that are far removed
from the lived realities of the ordinary peo-
ple. And that’s why somebody like Peter
(Obi) resonates very much with the youth
and many Nigerians, particularly because
he’s seen as somebody who is not really part
of the establishment. Many people think he
might be that person who could start insti-
tuting change.”

Kode believes youth activism is exciting
for Nigeria and the continent; after all, youth
drove many liberation movements. Con-

versations around the continent prioritize
youth, including the African Union’s Agenda
2063.

The youngest presidential candidate is
38 years old, and it is almost as if the youth
are saying: In the past, they “stayed away be-
cause they are ambivalent, but it’s not led to
change.” Youth apathy is an issue because
“in Africa, there are more elections (than
before), but the same leaders are being recy-
cled”

With youth involvement, Kode believes Ni-
geria can perhaps lead the continent in en-
couraging “active participation.”

“Irrespective of the outcome, I think the
call from civil society to the new leadership
will be to respect the constitution and demo-
cratic institutions. If people want to protest
about the outcome, allow them to - it’s their
constitutional right,” Kode says. “And I think
it’'s the responsibility of the state to ensure
security and also allow diverse voices to be
able to express themselves.”

He points out that elections are exciting
because nobody knows who the winner will
be. The other good thing is that this is the

first election since the return to democracy
in 1999 where the incumbent isn’t contest-
ing.

“That provides in itself an opportunity for
change, right, because you haven't got peo-
ple who may have been tied to some of the
vices of the past ... but it is the democratic
process that should be built upon, and the
rights of citizens need to be respected. Be-
cause there will be another election in the
next few years, and if you kill certain institu-
tions now, you could set Nigeria a few steps
back.” Nobody can predict an election, and
while not everybody will be happy, it would
be important for the post-election period to
be carefully managed.

“Don’t disrupt the internet. Allow the in-
formation to flow as necessary. Be conscious
of security issues. There are still some un-
certainties; people in rural areas may not be
well connected. Security or insecurity might
prevent many people from voting. We know
there are about 93 million registered voters,
but some may not be able to vote because of
security issues or even because of technical
challenges. So irrespective of the outcome, I

think the call from civil
society will be to respect
the rule of law.”

Finally, Kode says they
are “encouraged that
the youth are actively
involved in this process,
from what we see from
the statistics, many are
willing to vote...let’s hope
this is the beginning of
a new dawn for Nigeria.
A lot of countries on the
continent would benefit
from a democratic Nige-
ria.

“When Nigeria is safe,
sound secure. Many oth-
er African countries will
be safe, sound, and se-
cure as well.”

IPS UN Bureau Re-
port
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Lessons from initiative that empowers adolescent girls in Africa

By Naureen Hossain

RACS Empowerment and Livelihood Pro-

gramme (ELA) has benefitted tens of thou-

sands of girls, and its recently released report

shows an organization willing to adapt to the
circumstances to continue to ensure adolescent girls
and young women receive meaningful sexual and repro-
ductive health rights support.

The report titled Adolescent Empowerment at a scale:
Successes and challenges of an evidence-based ap-
proach to young women’s programming in Africa was
launched on February 15, 2023, at a BRAC and the United
Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) jointly hosted event.
The report was written with the support of the Spotlight
Initiative, an UN-led, multi-partner initiative that aims
to respond to and eliminate violence against women
and girls, with a particular focus on family and intimate
partner violence, sexual and gender-based violence, and
harmful practices.

The history of BRAC's Empowerment and Livelihood
Programme (ELA), which was designed to provide
sexual and reproductive health education and liveli-
hood training to adolescent girls and young women, is
covered in the report. The programme was launched
in Uganda in 2006 and has since been implemented in
Sierra Leone, South Sudan and Liberia. During the pro-
gram’s peak from 2013 to 2015, BRAC hosted over 1800
clubs with over 80,000 members.

“The reason that we partnered with BRAC, [and] have
partnered with them in the field... is because of the in-
credible work that they do in this very efficient, kind of
way,” said moderator Satvika Chalasani, a Technical Spe-
cialist for UNFPA who oversees programmes for adoles-
cent girls and ending child marriage.

Chalasani observed that BRAC had gotten to tens of
thousands of women on the African continent through
their programme, Empowerment, and Livelihood for
Adolescents, and it was important to learn from their
experiences of 15 years in the field.

Willibald Zeck, UNFPAs Chief of Sexual and Repro-
ductive Health and Rights, also noted BRAC’s record
with youth empowerment programmes in his opening
remarks while adding that demographic changes in
certain regions have influenced how such programmes
must be designed and implemented. It is estimated that
over 60 per cent of Africa’s population is under 25.

“As you know, in UNFPA, we really work across the
continuum of sexual reproductive health and rights...
And we see in certain regions around the globe the new
demographics that are showing that there will be more
adolescents in the population, but especially on the Afri-
can continent, which is a great opportunity in so many
ways, but it also brings more challenges.”

Sarah Tofte, a research and policy consultant, and the
report’s primary author, presented her findings, break-
ing down the program’s initial model and implementa-
tion and its eventual reset and adaptations.

The report includes findings from academic evalua-

A girl reads a story book with lessons on life skills at an ELA club in Uganda. Credit: Uganda/BRAC

tions conducted by experts, randomized
control trials (RCTs) conducted in the re-
gions where ELA programs were hosted,
and nearly 100 field interviews with par-
ticipants and ELA staff.

The findings reveal an overall positive
reception and impact on participants and
their communities.

Tofte, the co-founder of Understory Con-
sulting, a research and policy consulting
firm, noted that the interviewees reported
a greater, newfound sense of self through
the ELA program, which they connected to
making well-informed decisions and con-
tributing productively to the community.

“So based on these positive academic
results, and then what I was hearing from
field interviews and what participants
have been saying over many years, ELA re-
ally became a model for other adolescent
and youth empowerment programming
around the globe, including at the World
Bank and at USAID.”

As the report explains, implementation
challenges would surface as the program
continued. Tofte, the co-founder, noted
that while the program’s initial results
had been positive, it had slowly ceased to
achieve its intended impact.

“By 2017, anecdotal reports had emerged
within BRAC about lagging performance of
ELA clubs in several countries, including
drops in attendance and gaps in the deliv-

ery of programming,” she said.

The decline in the program quality and
the resulting challenge of sustaining the
program over long periods of time also
made it difficult to secure funding that
would have gone toward addressing the
decline. The program had become repeti-
tive for some participants and staff, and
issues of deeper community engagement
had presented a hurdle for the program’s
success.

In 2020, ELA would undergo a “reset”
significantly through making fundamen-
tal and necessary changes to the cur-
riculum. This would not only update the
discussions on reproductive health and
livelihood training but would make it more
relevant to the economic and social cir-
cumstances of the girls they were intended
for - while placing more emphasis on pro-
viding vocational and livelihood training
and financial literacy. Other changes to the
curriculum included adjusting the weekly
ELA club meetings to optimize engage-
ment and a new graduation model for stu-
dents to leave the program after one year
of completion. The resets were applied at
areduced scale to approximately 140 clubs
in the countries where ELA programs were
already present.

“Early feedback from this curriculum
revamp from the participants suggest that
the new curriculum is well received by par-

ticipants and is driving a positive outcome
in attendance and program impact,” Tofte
said.

The ELA program adjustments are criti-
cal to modernizing the curriculum. What
should be of note were the considerations
taken to improve community engagement.

“Another big focus of the reset was to
deepen community engagement. Prior, a
lack of formalized mechanisms for com-
munity engagement resulted in some
pushback at times from parents of com-
munity members who may not have fully
bought into the ELA model,” Tofte said. She
added that in some cases, the pushback
was targeted at the sexual and reproduc-
tive health components when the content
went against community norms around
matters such as child marriage and sexual
health.

Inresponse, BRAC, through ELA, has tak-
en measures to establish formal channels
with community stakeholders and parents
of the participants. By directly engaging
with the community’s village elders, reli-
gious leaders, and other respected com-
munity members, ELA staff members can
obtain their support before establishing a
program. Formal community leadership
committees are also formed, working with
ELA staff to ensure smooth operations.

Rudo Kayambo, Regional Director of
Africa for BRAC International, pointed

out how the findings through field
research and the trials were able to
be synthesized and focused enough
that they could be incorporated into
the new program structure, which
included paying attention to com-
munity members and groups that
BRAC did not commonly work with
in the past.

“One of the DNAs of BRAC is being
able to learn and adapt it quickly,”
she said. “..We have now managed to
integrate all the lessons into a bigger
multicultural program, and some of
the key lessons were that they need
to support the frontline workers.”

When asked to elaborate, Kayam-
bo added that BRAC would provide
technical training and the infra-
structure to help monitor and use
digital technology. “[Frontline work-
ers] are the heart of delivering the
value of the ELA program and all its
components.”

Another significant change to the
rollout of the new ELA program
was the introduction of sexual and
reproductive health programs tar-
geted at adolescent boys. Boys were
included in the program partly to
fill a gap in youth-empowerment
programs that had thus far been
only directed at adolescent girls and
women. Through a series of RCTs
conducted in 50 rural communities,
trial programs similar to ELA were
conducted with boys and young
men, targeting them specifically.

“[There was] the need to also
incorporate adolescent boys and
young men, because that formalizes
our commitment to getting commu-
nity buy-in,” said Kayambo.

Manisha Shah, a professor of pub-
lic policy at UCLA who worked with
BRAC to conduct the randomized
trials, elaborated that the rationale
was to include boys since they were
already involved in the decisions
and issues that girls and women had
to contend with when it came to
their health.

“Unless we get these boys on
board with the agenda, it’s going to
be really hard to think about how
we improve the outcomes related to
female sexual reproductive health,”
she said.

Beyond zero discrimination: A new social contract for health workers

By Roomi Aziz Coverage and the Sustainable
Development Goals. Accord-

ILE its ori- ingtothe World Health Organ-

gins may be ization, there is an anticipated

rooted in the shortage of 10 million health
discrimination care workers globally by 2030,

faced by people living with
HIV, Zero Discrimination Day
has evolved to celebrate com-
mitments to the fundamental
human right of being treated
equally in law and in practice.

Within the context of global
health, the day is an opportu-
nity to examine discrimina-
tion from the perspective of
health and care workers, who
face barriers based on their
race, gender, and other socio-
economic and cultural factors.

In the context of a global
health workforce under siege
from the threat of the great
resignation in health, it is es-
pecially important to examine
the impact of discrimination
on health systems at global,
national and local levels.

It is widely recognized that
Human Resources for Health
(HRH) play a crucial role in
achieving Universal Health
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Tembelea mitandao va kijamii

with the greatest demand in
low and lower-middle income
countries where the burden of
disease is higher.

In recent times, recognition
of the gender pay gap in health
of 24% and its impact on na-
tional and regional economy
has spurred greater research
into the unequal treatment of
women, taking into account
their specific contexts and lo-
cations. Despite efforts to ad-
dress these issues, progress
has been uneven.

Mounting evidence around
gender inequities in the health
workforce, specifically at the
leadership level underscores
the problem of gender bias
in health decision-making.
Women who make up 70% of
the overall health workforce
and 90% of frontline staff
continue to be marginalised
in leadership, occupying just
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one-quarter of the decision-
making roles in health.
Furthermore, occupational
segregation and the clustering
of women into low-earning
professions and settings fur-
ther limit their career advance-
ment. Their experiences in the
health workforce are further
compounded by various forms
of discrimination, such as har-
assment, violence, assault and
discrimination at several levels.
Gender is not the only factor at
play. As health workers migrate
from rural and remote areas to
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well-resourced urban centres,
or from developing to devel-
oped countries, new forms of
barriers and biases emerge in
a global context where high-
income nations wield most of
the socio-economic power.
These include the need to
undergo  resource-intensive
accreditation and licensing
exams, encountering anti-im-
migrant hostility and changing
patient-provider ~ dynamics,
limited options from smaller
job pools, and being affected
by global events and geopoliti-
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cal shifts.

This “brain drain” of health
workers also has negative im-
plications for the understaffed
health systems that they
leave behind. In addition to
gender and migrant status,
healthcare workers may also
face discrimination based
on their race, ethnicity, lan-
guage and dialect, marital
status and sexual orientation,
amidst other factors. These
experiences affect the health
workforce in different ways,
resulting in inefficiencies,
demotivation and burnout at
the local, national and region-
al levels.

Healthcare systems that fail
to acknowledge and address
latent discriminatory actions
may unintentionally perpetu-
ate these inequalities, fur-
ther exacerbating the biased
experiences of healthcare
workers, despite the need for
a diverse health workforce
to better serve their diverse
populations.

While we talk about zero
discrimination, dignity, de-
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cent work, fair pay, and the
importance of endorsing
diversity and practising in-
clusion at the macro level of
health systems, are we also
‘seeing’ and ‘acknowledging’
where this discrimination ex-
ists and understanding the
negative consequences on
health workers and popula-
tion’s health? Are we collect-
ing and analysing the data
that give us the full picture?
More importantly, discrimi-
nation in healthcare set-
tings not only violates the
fundamental human right to
be treated with respect and
equality, but also severely
limits the chances of achiev-
ing the SDGs by 2030. The
2017 UN statement succinctly
framed this understanding in
their call to end discrimina-
tion in healthcare settings.
Equal opportunities and ex-
periences for health and care
workers must be ensured at
every stage of their career,
including recruitment, pro-
motion, growth and advance-
ment, particularly in the post-

SATURDAY
TIME PROGRAMME

COVID era of globalisation.

Gender and race are the
primary drivers of inequal-
ity, around which most of the
structural discrimination in
health revolves. Therefore,
policies and practices must be
devised to study and address
this discrimination and their
underlying drivers, to fully ex-
ploit the available talent and
potential of the health work-
force and to ensure equitable
opportunities for growth and
leadership and strategically
achieve UHC.

Now more than ever, it is
urgent that leaders in global
health take bold action by
committing to a new social
contract that prioritises the
rights of health and care work-
ers. This step will not only
ensure a more equitable and
just health workforce, but
also provide better health
outcomes for communities
worldwide.

Roomi Aziz is Technical
Lead of the Pakistan Chap-
ter, Women in Global Health

IPS UN Bureau
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By Guardian Reporter

-

THE UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR) and 108 aid organizations Friday requested $1.3
billion to assist 2.2 million South Sudanese refugees
throughout 2023.

Two-thirds of South Sudan has been submerged by
persistent floods for four years, causing damage to
tens of thousands of homes, farms and cattle.

The money, requested in the South Sudan Refugee
Response Plan, will benefit local host communities in
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Ethio-
pia, Kenya, Sudan and Uganda. The five nations were
among UNHCR’s most under-funded operations last
year.

The request comes as the region’s economic situ-
ation continues to deteriorate amid rising gasoline
and food prices as well as rising unemployment
brought on by the COVID-19.

High levels of underfunding, a protracted drought
and acute food shortages have put a strain on refu-
gee host nations.

Furthermore, the appeal aims to help refugees and
local communities produce revenue, meet their ba-
sic requirements, and live in dignity by offering digi-
tal financial support, as well as other activities that
build resilience, like access to finance and training.
Eighty percent of the South Sudanese refugees in the
area are women and children, so financing for initia-
tives to address gender-based violence must also be
given top priority.

Host governments will also receive assistance to
improve efforts to integrate refugees into national
social protection systems and increase their access
to essential services. To lessen the effects on the envi-
ronment, initiatives to enhance the use of clean and
sustainable energy in refugee-hosting areas will also
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be strengthened.

African leaders meet in Zimbabwe for first FAQ regional workshop on national water roadmaps

HARARE

“WE clearly need to rethink
how we use the water we have
in a sustainable and equitable
way - with innovations in agri-
culture being at the forefront”,
the Director-General of the
Food of Agriculture Organi-
sation of the United Nations
(FAO), QU Dongyu, told African
leaders and experts during the
high-level opening of the first
FAO regional workshop on
National Water Roadmaps in
Zimbabwe.

Qu explained that the Na-
tional Water Roadmaps -
strategies that will help to
strengthen water resources
management— are an impor-
tant tool to address the grow-
ing challenges around water,
helping to achieve the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Devel-
opment.

The first FAO regional work-
shop, held in-person in Harare

and virtually, aims to inform
African countries about the
overall role of water in sus-
tainable development and to
provide a platform for govern-
ments, international organiza-
tions, civil society, the private
sector and academia to discuss
and develop country-specific
water plans.

The FAO Director-General
reminded participants that
water is one of the world’s
most precious resources and
it is central to achieving all
the Sustainable Development
Goals.

“Because water is food, and
food is water, food is life... Over
95% of the food we eat is pro-
duced on land, from soil and
water”, he underscored. “Yet
we are facing severe water
challenges: droughts and wa-
ter scarcity, floods and pollu-
tion”, he warned.

Indeed, the climate crisis
is increasing the frequency

and intensity of droughts and
floods, which has an impact on
food production.

In Africa, 289 million peo-
ple— 21% of the population—
still suffer from hunger or food
insecurity, and more than 300
million in the continent live
in areas affected by low and
irregular rainfall, resulting in
droughts and water scarcity.

“These extremes - of too
much or too little water - im-
pact farmers, crop production,
livestock, food security, econo-
mies and livelihoods”, Qu em-
phasized.

The Director-General, un-
derlining that Agriculture is
responsible for 70% of global
freshwater withdrawals, told
the workshop that it is crucial
to increase water productivity
with innovations in the sector
being at the forefront.

“More crop per drop”, he
explained, adding that it is also
necessary to cut greenhouse

emissions from agriculture
through the sustainable man-
agement of soils, to prevent
further disruption to the water
and climate cycle.

He also invited African coun-
tries to look at “the big picture”
of integrated water resources
management to deal with
increasing competition and
trade-offs between sectors,
and increasingly work in part-
nerships.

“Integrated  water-related
strategies and policies, with
concrete actions and strong
political will, are crucial to
managing water across sectors
in a holistic and efficient way”,
the FAO Director-General un-
derscored.

Anxious Jongwe Masuka,
Minister for Lands, Agricul-
ture, Fisheries, Water and Ru-
ral Development of Zimbabwe,
in representation of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Zimba-
bwe, Emmerson Mnangagwa,

said that the meeting will pro-
vide Africa with a platform for
the development of a shared
vision and voice at the UN
2023 Water Conference.

“It is my hope that this col-
lective position shall demon-
strate a great deal of collegial-
ity, a great deal of unity in our
diversity and most important-
ly, will consider the needs and
aspirations of the citizenry of
Africa”, he underscored.

On 22-24 March 2023, the
UN will convene the UN 2023
Water Conference at the UN
Headquarters in New York to
review the progress made in
the UN Water Action Decade.

This will provide an oppor-
tunity to keep the momentum
and raise awareness of water’s
role in economies, societies
and the environment and to
mobilize global-local actions
on the water for sustainable
development.

To foster collective action at

the national level for the de-
velopment of such roadmaps,
FAO is organizing regional
workshops on the National
Water Roadmaps.

FAO has many projects relat-
ed to water management in Af-
rica and actively collaborates
with countries to develop their
National Water Roadmaps.

The FAO Water Productivity
Open-access portal (WaPOR)
provides data based on satel-
lite remote sensing in Africa
and the Near East.

Information from WaPOR
helps policymakers to make
informed decisions, to be bet-
ter prepared for drought, and
to increase agricultural pro-
duction with less water use.

FAO also provides the Sec-
retariat for the Global Frame-
work on Water Scarcity in Ag-
riculture (WASAG).

WASAG is a Partnership es-
tablished in 2017 and hosted
by FAO. It consists of 70 gov-

ernment agencies, internation-
al organizations, research insti-
tutions, and advocacy groups,
engaged in implementing
projects and formulating new
ideas to address increasing wa-
ter scarcity in agriculture.

Integrated water-
related strategies
and policies,

with concrete
actions and
strong political
will, are crucial to
managing water
across sectors

in a holistic and
efficient way

WWF empowers FBOs to crusade for
environmental protection, restoration

By Guardian Reporter

THE World Wide Fund for nature
(WWF) has started to empower and
engage faith-based organisations
(FBO's) in the country to advocate
for environmental protection to
meet the set targets of ecosystem
restoration and conservation.

As part of initial engagement,
interfaith standing committee rep-
resentatives from various zones
countrywide met in Dodoma over
the weekend for the FBO forest
Landscape Restoration (FLR) and
tree growing workshop. The dia-
logue was aimed at deliberating on
restoration and tree growing.

The engagement focused in
seeking general understanding of
the faith-based leaders on aspects
such as global warming, climate
change impacts and its causes in
relation to holy scriptures narra-
tions in finding a common ground
in building and connecting bridges
between faith, spiritual growth and
the global environmental realities.

“We want to work with faith ac-
tors in two major areas which are
forest landscape restoration (FLR)
and tree growing/tree planting,”
said Almas Kishindye, Forest Pro-
gramme Coordinator for WWEF-
Tanzania.

According to Kashindye, a large
population in the world believes
in God, and the way to reach those
people is through houses of wor-
ship, that’s why WWF in collabora-
tion with United Nations Environ-
ment Program (UNEP) and other
partners saw the great importance
of starting an initiative to work
with religious leaders for environ-
ment protection and conservation.

He added through their meeting
with FBOs they wanted to know if
there are any initiatives by faith ac-
tors related to FLR and tree grow-
ing, how much they have done and
if there is any support they need to
complete their goals.

Also during the workshop, faith
actors had the opportunity to learn
about a tree growing guide pre-
pared by WWF international and
UNEP which will also guide various
stakeholders in tree planting.

Speaking during the workshop,
Brother John Sule from Tanzania
Episcopal Conference (TEC) said
religion and faith have a big role
in protection and conservation of
environment because the environ-
ment is directly related to God's
creation.

“If religious platforms preaches
and encourages people on envi-
ronmental conservation and tree

growing, believers will receive the
massage spirituality and its imple-
mentation will be large”, he said.

Sheikh Amri Issa Kiswapa, dep-
uty chairman of interfaith stand-
ing committee in Kasulu District,
Kigoma Region said that actors are
vital pillar in bringing about chang-
es in society, because the voice of
religious leader is the voice of God
and believers always obey.

David Madimilo from the Chris-
tian Council of Tanzania (CCT)
said that any program involving
religious leaders has never failed
because those leaders have great
influence and are trusted; likewise
any statement made by religious
leaders is taken seriously.

Madimilo congratulated WWF
and UNEP for recognizing the great
potential of FBO's in protecting
and conserving the environment,
promising to provide sufficient co-
operation to achieve the intended
goals.

Eveline Chacha from Menonite
Church of Tanzania in northern
zone, said faith leaders always
stand for God's creation, therefore
protection and conservation of en-
vironment is part of their basic du-
ties and responsibilities.

“Apart from promoting faith and
teaching the word of God, religious

Representatives from faith based-organisationsare sensitised on environmental conservation and tree planting

by an expert from WWF. Photo: Guardian Photographer

leaders also advocates of God's natural creation. It is
important to engage religious leaders in environmen-
tal protection in an area of forest landscape restora-
tion and tree growing”, said Edmund Matotay the na-
tional interfaith standing committee coordinator.
Faith for Earth of the UN environment programme
seeks to encourage engagement by faith actors enrich-
ing environmental governance speaking to the hearts

and minds of all, particularly the faithful.

Faith for Earth aspires to achieve this by: inspiring
and empowering faith organizations and their leaders
to advocate for protecting the environment; greening
faith-based organizations’ investments and assets; and
providing faith organizations with the knowledge and
networks to effectively communicate with decision-
makers and the public.
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Ready for Freddy? SA must prepare for more intense weather events

By Julia Evans

S Tropical Cyclone Freddy hits Mo-
zambique, halting on the border of
Limpopo this weekend and probably
causing heavy rainfall, it’s an impor-
tant reminder that South Africa needs adequate
community-based systems in place to respond to
weather events, which are increasing in intensity.

‘An impact is controlled by the readiness of the
people to safeguard lives and property,” said the
senior manager for disaster risk reduction at the
SA Weather Service (Saws), Tshepho Ngobeni.

“So when the tropical cyclone is coming —
although the path might change — we inform
people way in advance, so it’s easier for them to
evacuate.”

Last weekend, the weather service saw that
Freddy — which they had been monitoring in the
southwest Indian Ocean region for about a week
— had become a very intense tropical cyclone
(equivalent to a Category 5 hurricane) and would
be making its way westwards.

Saws began sending alerts early this week that
Freddy was approaching, first passing over Mad-
agascar, before hitting Mozambique and Zimba-
bwe, which is likely to cause heavy rainfall and
flooding in Limpopo and parts of Mpumalanga
this weekend.

“Generally, the tropical cyclone will be a sys-
tem that is expected to cause serious devasta-
tion, especially when coming to properties and
roads, as you cannot control [movement],” Ngob-
eni told Our Burning Planet.

But in terms of safeguarding people, tropical
cyclones can be prepared for, as meteorologists
can see them coming up to two weeks in ad-
vance.

“This is a very wide broad system on the
ground, the only thing that usually becomes un-
predictable is the path, but you know the system
is there,” said Ngobeni.

SAWS announced that Freddy made landfall
along the eastern coastline of Madagascar, just
north of Mananjary, on Tuesday evening, at
around 7.3opm.

Saws reported it was a relatively compact
storm, a low-end Category 2 tropical cyclone just
before making landfall, with winds of 150km/h
and gusts up to 180km/h.

Saws explained that cyclones lose speed as
they move over land, so Freddy was downgraded
to an overland depression on Tuesday evening.
But it is expected to have regained its strength
as it moved over the Mozambique Channel and
to have reached near tropical cyclone status on
Thursday as it headed to southern Mozambique,
where it is set to make landfall just north of Vilan-
culos on Friday morning.

Francois Engelbrecht, a professor of climatolo-
gy and the director of the Global Change Institute

at Wits University, told Our Burning Planet
that when Freddy passed over Madagascar it
was a Category 3 hurricane, and by the time
it reaches Mozambique, it will probably be a
significant tropical cyclone.

While Freddy will not pass directly over
South Africa, Saws expects it will affect the
northeastern parts of the country from early
on Saturday, 25 February until Monday, 27
February, especially the Lowveld and escarp-
ment areas of Limpopo (Vhembe and Mopa-
ni) and to a slightly lesser extent, Ehlanzeni in
Mpumalanga.

Ngobeni explained that tropical cyclones
are, “relatively small, intensely developed
low-pressure cells that usually occur over
warm oceans”.

“Their diameter can range between 200
and 2,000km. They are characterised by a
warm centre, very steep pressure gradients,
strong cyclonic winds near the Earth’s sur-
face and a maximum wind speed exceeding
110km/h.”

Destruction in its wake

As Freddy is passing over Mozambique and
will be semi-stationary along the northeast-
ern border of SA for a few days, Saws projects
it’s possible that very heavy rainfall in the
order of 200 to 400mm could occur, which
may result in widespread flooding.

Ngobeni explained that while the cyclone is
not passing directly over us, “because of our
close proximity to the outer edge of the tropi-
cal cyclone, that's when we’ll get this rainfall”.

“Tropical cyclones are always accompa-
nied by torrential rain,” said Ngobeni during
amedia briefing at the National Press Club on
Thursday.

“A single storm may yield up to 3,000mm
of rain. Heavy rains sometimes occur many
days after landfall and are also very destruc-
tive. They may give rise to floods. Strong
winds also occur as a result of the steep pres-
sure gradient.

“The strongest winds occur near the lead-
ing edge or in front of the storm. The destruc-
tion associated with tropical cyclones results
not only from the force of the wind, but also
from the storm surge and the waves it gener-
ates.”

Engelbrecht explained that as the cyclone
is going to move slightly southwestward after
hitting land it will head toward the northeast-
ern corner of Limpopo.

“That’s a very slow movement in 24 hours
from Vilanculos to that location just outside
the border of South Africa,” said Engelbrecht,
“and that slow movement is dangerous for us
because it means this storm has the potential
to dump a lot of rainfall over these areas that

it will be lingering over.”

As this is occurring after the significant
flooding over the Lowveld and escarpment
areas (such as the Kruger National Park) in
the last few weeks, Saws warned this “may be
catastrophic and cause prolonged and severe
impacts”.

Disaster management

Saws is the authority when it comes to is-
suing weather warnings, as mandated by
the South African Weather Service Act and it
briefed the National Joint Flood Coordination
Committee on Wednesday.

“We advise people accordingly in terms of
impeding weather that is approaching [and]
what will be the possible impacts,” explained
Ngobeni. “As a result, they are prepared to take
action — because our main aim is to safeguard
lives and property.”

Hitekani Magwedze, the spokesperson for
Limpopo’s Department of Cooperative Gov-
ernance, Human Settlements and Traditional
Affairs, told Our Burning Planet that Limpopo’s
disaster management team had been in con-
tact with community leaders and councillors
to communicate both the alert from the weath-
er service and the plans in place to assist them
in case of any danger.

“We currently have 16 teams in both districts
made up of Disaster Management officials from
district and local municipalities, Fire and Res-
cue, Emergency Medical Services, Department
of Health, Department of Social Development,
Sassa, SAPS, SANDF, Department of Transport

(Provincial Traffic), Department of Public Ser-
vices, Eskom, Telkom, communications sec-
tions from district and local municipalities,
NGOs, ward councillors,” said Magwedze.

“Furthermore, an evacuation plan has
been developed to respond to situations as
and when they become severe for residents.
As part of the response plan, neighbouring
district municipalities have been placed on
standby in case further resources of any kind
are required,” said Magwedze.

Ngobeni explained that after Saws provides
information, the national and provincial Disas-
ter Management Centres coordinate the assis-
tance needed and make plans, which include
the help of the South African Police Service
(SAPS) and the South African National Defence
Force (SANDF). SANDF spokesperson Briga-
dier-General Andries Mahapa told Our Burn-
ing Planet, “Since the provincial and national
Joint Operation Centres were established we
are ready in terms of any disaster.

“So yes, we are ready. We have formed the
team. And every morning, there’s meetings,
where we sit down and look at the options and
plan accordingly.”

Mahapa said operations were already under
way, as they were involved last week with a
rescue mission airlifting two people who were
trapped for three days in Tzaneen, Limpopo.

Helping neighbouring countries

“I think we can expect hundreds of thou-
sands of people in southeastern Mozambique
to be directly affected by these floods and the
damaging winds around the time of landfall,”

said Engelbrecht.

Mahapa said if neighbouring coun-
tries called on the SANDF it would
help “with whatever capabilities we
will have, jointly, we will go and as-
sist.”

Climate change

Cyclones are a part of nature, if
humans didn’t exist they would still
occur. But what’s important to un-
derstand is that there is consensus
among the scientific community that
cyclones, like other extreme weath-
er events (flooding, heat waves and
droughts), are increasing in inten-
sity due to anthropogenic climate
change.

Engelbrecht, who was a lead au-
thor on a pivotal Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change report said,
“Across the world, we can already
detect an increase in the number of
Category 4 and 5 hurricanes that is
directly attributable to global warm-
ing.” Engelbrecht explained that
as we are warming tropical oceans
there’s more energy for these sys-
tems to develop and there’s also
more evaporation from the warmer
oceans into the storm systems.

“And when the water vapour even-
tually condensates to form clouds, it
releases so-called latent heat into the
storms,” said Engelbrecht. DM/OBP

Tiirkiye debates whether to postpone elections after catastrophic quakes

ANKARA

URKIYE is debating

whether elections
planned for June
should be post-

poned or not in the aftermath
of two major earthquakes
that shook the nation to the
bone with massive human
and material losses.

On Feb. 6, the twin earth-
quakes struck southern Tiir-
kiye and northern Syria, kill-
ing more than 45,000 people
in the two countries. Since
then, the administration of
Turkish  President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan has been crit-
icized for its not-so-fast and
disorganized responses to the
catastrophe.

Last week, former Deputy
Prime Minister Bulent Arinc,
a heavyweight of Erdogan's
ruling Justice and Develop-
ment Party (AKP), called for

the postponement of the
presidential and parliamen-
tary elections slated for June
18 for one year, citing the
need for the government to
focus on post-quake recovery
efforts.

Meanwhile, former Parlia-
ment Speaker Bulent Arinc,
another senior member of
the AKP, warned of "chaos" if
elections were to be held as
scheduled and suggested a
postponement until Novem-
ber or March 2024.

Nevertheless, an expert
close to AKP sources said Er-
dogan himself is inclined to
hold the elections on time.
"The president had signaled
May 14 for the next elections
and said he would declare
his intention in early March.
From AKP sources we have
been told that President Er-
dogan doesn't seem to have
changed his mind,"” Serkan

Demirtas, a political analyst,
told Xinhua. "But because
of physical conditions in the
earthquake-affected regions,
and to give some more time
to electoral authorities, he
may now declare elections

for June 18," he added.

Hande Firat, a journalist
and TV commentator close
to the government, also said
Erdogan did not tend to post-
pone the elections.

"In the AKP, all options are

on the table regarding the
elections but at the moment
there is neither a decision nor
the intention to postpone it,"
she wrote in a column in the
English-language  Hirriyet
Daily News. According to the

Turkish constitution, only the
parliament has the author-
ity to postpone elections for
a maximum of one year, and
only in the event of a declared
state of war.

"Force majeure circum-
stances such as natural disas-
ters are not cited as a reason
for postponement. Constitu-
tional experts say organizing
elections until June 18 is im-
perative,” Demirtas noted.

Fahri Bakirci, a scholar on
constitutional law from TOBB
University of Economics and
Technology in Ankara, ech-
oed the argument.

"Tt is not within the author-
ity of any person or institu-
tion to decide to postpone
the elections even for a sin-
gle day, except in the case of
war," said Bakirci.

"Even if all parties (in par-
liament) agree, the election
date cannot be postponed,”

he added. Polls conducted
prior to the massive earth-
quakes in Tiirkiye showed the
nation would likely witness a
tight race between the ruling
elites, led by Erdogan who is
seeking his second and final
five-year term as president,
and the opposition, with Ke-
mal Kilicdaroglu, leader of
the main opposition People's
Republican Party, as Erdog-
an's probably strongest rival.

After the earthquakes,
which have been described
by the World Health Organi-
zation as the "worst natural
disaster” in a century in the
European region,

Erdogan has promised
immediate economic aid to
homeless families and to have
new homes built for victims
within a year. Erdogan has
been at the helm of Tiirkiye
for over 20 years as prime
minister or president.
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Credit risks decline,
loan approvals rise

KAMPALA

LOAN approvals to private sector
grew during December signaling a de-
cline in credit risks that had dominated
much of 2022.

The decline also signals a return of
confidence with many businesses and
individuals, alike now seemingly able to
service loans.

According to data from the Ministry
of Finance Performance of the Econo-
my report for January, loan approvals
increased to 776 percent in December
compared to 50.4 percent in November.

This, the report noted, was partly due
to lower risks associated with lending
reflected by the decline in non-perform-
ing loans and the pick-up in economic
activity, which was reflected by im-
provement in economic indicators and
business activity.

During the period, data shows, credit
to building, mortgage, construction
and real estate accounted for the larg-
est share of approved loans, taking up
at least 32.1 percent or an equivalent of
Shs508.5b out of the approved Shs1.586
trillion.

Loans to construction and real estate
had decline due to high risk exposure in
the last two year.

However, the details above signal
recovery from subdued demand, espe-
cially in the real estate sector.

Credit to trade stood at Shs282.3b or
17.8 percent while personal and house-
hold loans, accounted for Shs271.8b (17.1
percent). Manufacturing was advanced
Shs107.3b (6.8 percent) while mining
and quarrying received Shs179.8b (11.3
percent).

Business community, social and other
services received the least amount of
Shsl15.2b or 7.3 percent.

During the period, data indicates the
six sectors above constituted at least
924 percent of all the credit extended
to the private sector.

The report further indicates that the
stock of outstanding private sector cred-
it grew by 1.3 percent to Shs20.154 tril-
lion in December 2022 from Shs19.886
trillion in November 2022, with increas-
es recorded for both shilling and foreign
currency-denominated loans.

The stock of shilling denominated
loans stood at Shsl4 trillion while for-
eign currency denominated loans rose
to and Shsé6 trillion.

This was an increase from Shs13.9 tril-
lion and Shs5.938 trillion, respectively in
November 2022, partly due to a decline
in lending rates.

In October last year loan applications
fell in the quarter ended August, accord-
ing to data from Bank of Uganda.

The fall, the Central Bank said, was a
result of the slow pace in economic re-
covery with banks remaining cautious
of what and who they lend to.

During the period ended August, ac-

cording to the Central Bank, loan ap-
plications fell to Shs3.86 trillion from
Shs541 trillion in the quarter ended
May.

This, Bank of Uganda said, could have
been a result of a reduction in demand
for loans, worsened by a fall in the value
and quality of assets.

Data also indicates that loan approv-
als fell to Shs2.26 trillion during the pe-
riod compared to Shs2.36 trillion in the
quarter ended May, driven by a cautious
approach adopted by banks due to fear
of Covid-19 related risks.

However, in highlights published in
the Monetary Policy Report, the Central
Bank said the economy had started to
show sufficient recovery boosted by an
increase in the uptake of vaccination,
which might lead to the reopening of
some critical sectors of the economy.

A number of economic sectors have
remained closed for close to two years
now, threatening to morph into a crisis
that might have wider economic ramifi-
cations.

For instance, the education sector,
which holds close to Shs2 trillion in
bank loans, has remained closed, crip-
pling its capacity to repay credit facili-
ties that were already under obligation.

An umbirella organisation that brings
together private school owners, noted
there was urgent need for an interven-
tion to save distrusted private schools
that continue to choke on loans and fail-
ure to meet basic operational services.

It was also noted that private schools
will need a stimulus package of about
Shs500b to put operations of various
schools back on line.

During the period to August, the Cen-
tral Bank noted, personal and house-
hold, agriculture, manufacturing, trade
and  building-mortgage-construction
and real estate sectors, were the most
active in terms of loan applications.

The Central Bank also noted that dur-
ing the quarter ended August, Private
Sector Credit grew by 944 per cent
compared to 7.37 per cent in the quarter
ended May.

The growth, Bank of Uganda said, had
been subdued during June and July but
recovered in August due to easing of
lockdown measures in July.

Bank of Uganda also noted that dur-
ing the period, interest rates had de-
clined to an industry average of 17.2 per
cent from 18.8 per cent in the quarter
to May in line with the accommodative
monetary policy stance.

However, some sectors such as trade
and household and personal loans ex-
perienced some volatilities with lending
rates rising to an average of 18.3 per cent
from 16.3 per cent.

Interbank interest rates remained
well anchored around the Central Bank
Rate (CBR) with the seven-day rate re-
maining relatively stable at 6.77 per cent.

TEEA chairman Emmanuel Hanai (right) hands over a seedling to Aneth Kimbulu, assistant
headmistress of Jangwani Beach Primary School at an special event for planting trees held
last Friday. TEEA accountant. Photo: Courtesy of TEEA courtesy.

By Francis Kajubi

THE Tanzania Environ-
ment Experts Association
(TEEA) has facilitated
Jangwani beach primary
school to plant 100 fruit
and shade trees in Kinon-
doni district of Dar es Sa-
laam as part of mitigating

Chairman

climate change impacts.
Speaking at a special

event to plant the trees

held last Friday, TEEA

Hanai said the associa-
tion considered climate
change as one of the great-
est environmental threats
facing the world today,

given its widespread and
proven impacts on the
physical environment and
human health and poten-
tial to adversely impact
economic growth.

“As the leading asso-
ciation on environmental
issues, we aim to tackle
climate change by sup-

Emmanuel
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TCDD counsels govt on best
debt management approach

By Francis Kajubi

HE Tanzania Coalition on

Debt and Development

(TCDD)haschallengedthe

government to opt for a
few mage project implementations
as a way of managing the surging
national debt.

TCDD is  skeptical  that
implementation of many mega
projects at once is contributing to
the sharp hiking of the national
debt and thus a priority in project
implementation is a must if the
debt is to be slowed down.

Addressing  editors in
es Salaam last Friday,
executive director Hebron
Mwakagenda  challenged the
government to borrow responsibly
in consideration of the future
generation that will carry the
national debt burden.

“The government needs to
have priorities when it comes to
development projects execution.
There is no need to implement a lot
of projects at a time with borrowed
money. However, there is no logic
in abandoning one project for the
other with the same purpose,” said
Mwakagenda.

Mwakagenda challenged
that there was no need for the
government to invest in two
different projects at a time for the
same purpose citing the natural
gas project and the Julius Nyerere
Hydropower project that both
targets at generating electricity.

“Only six percent of the current
generated electricity is from natural
gas. In my view, it is better to focus
on natural gas than on hydro
power generation at this time when
climate change is a total threat,”

Dar
TCDD

Bank of Tanzania headquarters in Dar es Salaam.

said Mwakagenda.

According to the ministry of
Energy 2022/23 budget speech,
the government is still investing
on Kinyerezi I and II extension
projects for power generation
from natural gas.

Kinyerezi 1 extension fetches
$188million. In the current
budget the ministry of energy
has allocated 35bn/- for
accomplishments so that the
production of 185 megawatt
from natural gas is realized.
The completion of the project
will extend power generation
capacity of the plant to 335
megawatt.

The expansion of Kinyerezi I
extension started in 2016. On the
other hand, Kinyerezi II which
also kicked off the same is set at
generating 240 megawatt from
natural gas.

Senior economist and lecturer
at the University of Dar es Salaam
Prof Abel Kinyondo said the

burden of internal public debt for
instance increases inequality as
purchasing power transfers from
poor to rich..

He said internal public debt
adversely affects the ability and
desire to work, save and invest. It
transfers purchasing power from
young to order generation and
reduces private investment.

“The  government should
manage the public debt so that
it can develop the domestic
financial market. If we can revise
the government spending and
take the right channel of project
execution we can retain the
micro economy stability,” said
Prof Kinyondo.

According to him, selectivity
in project execution in line with
the direct impact they have to
people should be the first thing
to be considered before planning
for a certain project that requires
borrowing of funds.

According to the Central Bank’s

Monthly Economic Review for
December 2022, total public debt
stood at $39.55billion (92.32trn/-)
at the end of November 2022. The
debtrepresentsamonthlyincrease
of $403.4 million recorded at the
end of October 2022.

Mid last month, the Alliance for
Change and Transparency (ACT
Wazalendo) spokesperson for
the economy and finance sector
Advocate Emmanuel Mvula, told
the press that domestic debt forms
30 percent of the total national
debt.

He said the government has
been paying an average of 600bn/-
amonthinservicing domestic debt
while paying another 300bn/- in
servicing external debt.

“Domestic debt had increased
to 26.6trn/- in November 2022
from 18.6trn/- in November 2021.
In 2005 the domestic debt stood
at 1.7trn/- while the external debt
was around 17trn/-. Domestic debt
jumped to 79trn/- in 2025 while
the external debt was 31trn/-,” he
said.

Mvula blamed that domestic
debt had jumped to 16.1trn/- in
March 2021 while the external debt
was $24billion. However, he said,
domestic debt topped 26.6trn/-
as of November last year while
external debt was $27.5billion.

“Of the current total domestic
debt, 27 percent is for commercial
banks, 28 percent pension funds,
5.5 percent insurers and 13 percent
for private entities;

ACT wants the government to
come up with clear strategies on
how it will continue servicing the
debt without affecting the lives of
the common people.” he said.

Mburu cuts short five-year KRA term after § months

NAIROBI

A new government deemed
unfriendly and a board head-
ed by an assertive chairman
forced Githii Mburu to cut short
his fresh five-year term amid a
fresh shake-up of the Kenya
Revenue Authority’s C-suite.

Mburu on Thursday opted to
resign less than eight months
into his new term in changes
that have seen the KRA board
replace three of seven manag-
ers on the agency’s top execu-
tive team.

President William Ruto has
never concealed his displeas-
ure with KRA’s previous aggres-
sive clampdown on the rich in

KRA commissioner general Githii
Mburu resigned on February 23,
2023.

tion was different from that of his

an effort to recover unpaid tax-  predecessor, Francis Muthaura,
es and raise national revenues. who preferred to remain behind
During his campaigns for the scenes.

the August 9 election, Dr Ruto
claimed that his close allies

ian Nyawanda

The executives replaced are Lil-
(Commissioner,

were targeted for political per-
secution or were being intimi-
dated so that they could aban-
don him.

Sources close to Mr Mburu
reckon he opted to throw in
the towel rather than wait to
be pushed out by a board that
wanted operations of the KRA
to take a different turn.

He was also uncomfortable
with the style of work of the
new chairman Anthony Nganga
Mwaura, an ally of the President
who had taken up operational
roles at the KRA, earning him
the tag ‘Executive Chairman’ in
Kenya’s business circles.

Mr Mwaura’s mode of opera-

of Customs and Border Control),
Terra Saidimu (Commissioner, In-
telligence & Strategic Operations)
and David Kinuu (Commissioner,
Corporate Support Services). Da-
vid Mwangi, David Yego and Nancy
Ngetich have taken up their respec-
tive roles in acting capacity.

The Commissioner of Domestic
Taxes Rispah Simiyu has replaced
Mr Mburu in an acting capacity.

“The regime and the board were
unfriendly. With changes in govern-
ment, he actually wanted to leave. It
has actually taken longer than was
expected,” said a source close to Mr
Mburu who sought anonymity.

Mr Mwaura was appointed chair-
man in November in changes that

also saw the appointment of five
new directors on January 12, leav-
ing only State representatives.

Mr Mwaura is a businessman
whose past is controversial and
doesn’t boast the public service
credentials of his predecessors.

He came into the limelight in
2020 when his companies, Hardi
Enterprises and Toddy Civil En-
gineering Company, were impli-
cated in a City Hall scandal for
allegedly receiving irregular pay-
ments amounting to Shi02 mil-
lion.

Mr Mburu got a fresh five-year
term in June after serving his ini-
tial three-year contract that start-
ed onJuly 1, 2019.

His tenure was marked by ag-
gressive pursuit of prominent
people the KRA believed to be
tax cheats in what ushered in the
boldest crackdown on high-net-
worth persons.

The taxman hinged this aggres-
sive pursuit of tax cheats on the
Tax Procedures Act, which em-
powers the authority to seek tax-
es directly from third parties like
banks, employers and suppliers.

The distress order allows the
KRA to forcibly occupy a tax
cheat’s house or business prem-
ises and failure to settle the de-
manded taxes can lead to an auc-
tion of the business premise or
goods in the business.

This is the law the KRA used in
2019 to close the Thika-based Af-
rica Spirits Limited (ASL) over a
Shi7 billion tax evasion claim.

The factory belonging to bil-

lionaire Humphrey Kariuki was
reopened in December, just days
after Dr Ruto appointed the ty-
coon to head a powerful invest-
ment committee.

Dr Ruto ordered the KRA to de-
sist from seizing the assets of sus-
pected tax evaders and disabling
businesses through forcible oc-
cupations and blockade of bank
accounts.

“I have told the Commissioner-
General (CG) that he must tell his
people to stop and we have no
choice because I do not want to
fight with people but they must
stop,” Dr Ruto said during the an-
nual taxpayers’ day on October
28.

“I have given enough informa-
tion to CG to sort out that mess
and I have told him, if he doesn’t
sort out the mess, I'll sort it out
myself.”

Corruption and tax suits
against Dr Ruto’s allies worth
close to Sh30 billion have either
been withdrawn or quashed in
the recent past, turning the spot-
light on the prosecution and in-
vestigative agencies in the fight
against graft.

The cases have fallen in quick
succession, raising speculation
about interference with the role
of the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (DPP), Noordin Haji.

The DPP on January 10 with-
drew Sh2.5 billion tax evasion
charges against Mary Wangui
Mungai, another ally of the Presi-
dent who has since been appoint-
ed as the chairperson of the Com-
munications Authority of Kenya.

Environmentalists push for tree planting in Dar school

porting the net zero transition,
adapting to physical climate im-
pacts, and providing sustainable
finance products in emerging
markets that are the most vul-
nerable to climate change,” said
Hanai.

According to him, planting trees
reduces emissions produced
from humans and financing in
line with the Paris Agreement,
which aims to tackle the worst ef-
fects of global warming.

“Planting of trees reduces en-
vironmental degradation. Today,
we are planting 100 trees of which
70 are fruit trees. We are doing
this as part of our commitment to
fight climate change,” he said.

According to him, the associa-
tion had entered an agreement
with the school in making sure
that the trees are taken care of.

“I'm proud to be part of an or-
ganization that encourages staff
members to be part of supporting

our communities through envi-
ronmental activities,” said Hanai.

Rukia Ismail TEEA board mem-
ber said that children should be
trained from early ages on the
importance of preserving the en-
vironment and planting of trees.

“Climate change is inevitable.
We need to act now. Tree planting
is one of the ways to fight climate
change.” said Ismail.

Earlier in 2022, a campaign
dubbed ‘Soma na Mti’ literally

translated as learn with a tree was
developed by Suleman Jafo, Minis-
ter of State in the Vice President’s
Office, Union and Environment
that had given directives involv-
ing every school in the country to
plant trees.

It was estimated by the min-
istry that if every student from a
primary school, secondary school
and university plants a tree then
the country will have a total of 14.5
million new trees.
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Blockchain experts ready to engage with Africa pynding

CAPE TOWN
LOBAL  block-
chain  experts

Don Tapscott

and his son and
business partner Alex Tap-
scott will be in South Africa
from 26 February to 3 March,
to engage with leaders and
regulators to support block-
chain acceleration in Africa.

The development follows
the expansion of the Block-
chain Research Institute
(BRI) Africa, established by
the Standard Bank Group
and Blockchain Research
Institute (BRI), to provide a
collaboration platform for
leaders and experts in Africa
and beyond, who are focused
on blockchain opportunities
in Africa.

This platform is intended
to provide leaders navigat-
ing the Web3 transition with
bespoke research, global
insights, access to leading
experts and coordinated col-
laboration opportunities.

The Trapscott father and
son team will host ecosys-

Global blockchain experts Don Tapscott (L), with his son and business partner Alex

Tapscott

tem engagements that will include
participation from industry leaders,
academics, governments and en-
trepreneurs to robustly engage on
self-sovereign identity, metaverse,
regulation, custody, decentralised
vs centralised technologies and the
next version of the internet.

The sessions will have a focus on
financial services, retail, insurance
and agriculture, coupled with fore-
casts and insights on global research
on the much-anticipated Web3 fore-
cast in both Africa and globally.

Don Tapscott is known as a lead-

ing authority on blockchain, partici-
pating regularly in Davos, the World
Economic Forum (WEF), and play-
ing a critical role in advising govern-
ments and corporates globally.

Commenting on the program,
Don Tapscott says: “The BRI Africa’s
2023 program focuses on building
community, stimulating research, fa-
cilitating education, and catalysing
action from those with influence. We
start in the economic hub of South-
ern Africa, Johannesburg, and will
work our way down to Cape Town,
the region’s innovative capital”.

Head Blockchain Centre of
Excellence, Standard Bank Group
Ian Putter notes: “During this week,
BRI Africa will be convening some
of South Africa’s influential decision
makers to engage with global experts
in Web3 and digital assets. These
meetings are geared at providing
global insights and stimulating
action-provoking conversations.
Together, we will use blockchain to
drive Africa’s growth.”

Dale Russell, Director of Moore
Blockchain Digital Assets Johannes-
burg, comments: “We are honoured
to collaborate with BRI Africa in
bringing Don and Alex Tapscott, two
highly esteemed industry experts, to
South Africa. This partnership pro-
vides an exceptional opportunity to
showcase the vast potential of block-
chain technology and provide a plat-
form for top leaders in the region to
share knowledge and insights.”

LevelUP CEO, Karien Cloete
also notes: “We are passionate
about supporting innovation that
drives inclusive and sustainable
economic development in Africa.
We look forward to hosting robust
discussions about the impact
and possibilities of Blockchain
technologies in the retail sector

together with the BRL.”

The relatively new field of
blockchain technology has
been rapidly gaining wide-
spread adoption across indus-
tries globally.

According to the latest
Gartner tech hype cycle, re-
search is indicating that block-
chain and Web3 technologies
will have a radical and trans-
formative impact on industries
similar to the mobile phone
and internet.

Respected industry pioneer,
Charles Hoskinson, founder of
Cardano, previously indicated
Africa is leapfrogging the US
and Europe in its embrace of
blockchain technology, which
is positioning Africa to be
wealthier than Western na-
tions.

The application of block-
chain solutions on the African
continent are extensive, in-
cluding the key ability to trans-
form outdated governance sys-
tems and accelerate financial
inclusion to overcome the 45
percent of people in Sub-Saha-
ran who are unbanked.

contest
opens for

young
agritech

innovators

HEIFER International, a US-based non-
profit development organisation, has
announced an innovation competition
targetting youth-led agritech startups in
Kenya, with top contestants standing a
chance to win up to Sh2 million.

The AYuTe Africa Challenge (AYuTe
stands for Agriculture, Youth and Technol-
ogy) seeks to boost farms’ access to tech-
nology.

The selected top innovators will acquire
seed funding, training, coaching and net-

working opportunities to scale their busi-

nesses.

Kampala ready for 5G

The selected top 24 innovators will also
undergo a two-month incubation pro-

gramme.

“This competition provides an oppor-

KAMPALA

AIRTEL Uganda has fin-
ished testing the viability
of 5G network in eleven
sites around Kampala as
it waits for a green light
from the regulator Ugan-
da Communications Com-
mission (UCC).

While making the an-
nouncement at the com-
pany headquarters in
Kampala, Mr Manoj Mu-
rali, the managing direc-
tor of Airtel Uganda, said,
“We have completed test-
ing on 11 sites in Kampala
and those all we are wait-
ing for is the regulator to
assign us a spectrum.”

5G is a fifth genera-
tion mobile network that
enables a new kind of
network that is designed
to connect virtually eve-
ryone and everything
together including ma-
chines, objects, and de-
vices at very high speeds.

It delivers higher peak
data speeds, more reli-
ability, massive network
capacity, increased availa-
bility, and a more uniform
user experience to more
users.

Airtel Uganda’s 4G
Smartphone is now ready
to carry 5G and its numer-
ous applications.

The applications can
be in news and video con-
ferencing/broadcasting,
healthcare through re-

mote patient monitor-
ing, connected Ambu-
lance that communicates
with  the Emergency
Room and High Defini-
tion virtual consultations
among others. These ap-
plications can also be in
augmented reality for the
blind, remote expert sup-
port in surgery and such
things and in manufac-
turing- machine monitor-
ing and process automa-
tion.

The eleven towers that
have successfully tested
the 5G technology in
Uganda include; Industri-
al area, Garden City Area,
Upper Kololo, Clement
Hill, Hannington Road,
Lower airstrip Kololo and
Wampewo Avenue.

Manoj also confirmed
that customers with 5G
compatible devices can
now access the new net-
work using their existing
4G SIM Cards.

However, in a recent
conversation with the
regulator UCC it became
clear that 5G licences will
only be ready before the
close of this financial year.

The company con-
firmed that all its sites
across the country have
been configured and are
ready for deployment
once the spectrum has
been allocated.

Uganda has 10.9 million
smartphone monthly us-

ers out of the 35 million
devices on the network,
according to UCC’s 2022
data.

Telecoms are facing a
tough road ahead in test-
ing and deploying 5G, or
the fifth generation of
wireless technology, in
a country beleaguered
by low smartphone pen-
etration and high internet
COSts.

Airtel has made inroads
in testing its 5G network
on at least 65 sites across
major cities in the coun-
try.

Airtel, people close to
the matter, say the tele-
com is awaiting spectrum
allocation from Uganda
Communications  Com-
mission.

MTN also indicated last
month that it has signed
an agreement with Hua-
wei in a deal that seek to
accelerate its move to 5G
technology.

A spectrum is a radio
frequency that wireless
signals travel to enable
people to make calls, and
use their mobile devices
for the internet, accord-
ing to America’s Cellular
Telecommunications and
Internet Association.

Uganda has 10.9 million
smartphone monthly us-
ers out of the 35 million
devices on the network,
according to UCC’s 2022
data.

However, telecom opera-
tors say the figure is low, and
largely affected by high taxes
informed by Value Added
Tax, Import Duty, Withhold-
ing Tax and Infrastructure
levy.

Smartphones are multi-
purpose mobile computing
devices distinguished from
feature phones by their
stronger hardware capabili-
ties and extensive mobile op-
erating systems.

They also possess multi-
media functionality, along-
side core functions such as
voice calls and text messag-
ing.

Uganda Revenue Author-
ity’s public relations officer,
Joshua Niyonshima noted the

taxes levied on smartphones
are dependent on the type
and the country of origin.

Mr Ninyoshima said Im-
port Duty attracts a 10 per-
cent levy, VAT 18 percent,
Withholding Tax at 6 percent
and Infrastructural Levy at
1.5 percent, giving a total of
35.5 percent.

Drop in cost

Telecoms envisage the cur-
rent cost of data will drop
once they invest in 5G.

A large factor for high in-
ternet costs is caused by the
high fixed costs telecoms
incur in maintaining and op-
erating masts, spectrum and
fibre.

However, the number of

tunity for young innovators in Kenya to
secure the funding and the visibility they
need to scale up their agritech solutions
and reach millions of farmers across Af-
rica,” said Senior Vice President of Africa
Programmes at Heifer International Ades-

uwa Ifedi.
Through the competition, Heifer aims to

stimulate access to innovations that could
boost the incomes and productivity of
smallholder farmers and support innova-
tors in growing their businesses.

users remains inversely pro-
portional to the huge cost of
investment.

UCC plans to roll out the
5G spectrum to telecoms, at
least before the end of the
second quarter of this year.

MTN and Airtel have al-
ready submitted applications
to UCC expressing readiness
to deploy 5G

Mr Ali Monzer, the MTN
chief technical and informa-
tion officer, said the telecom
will, in the interim, focus on
key strategic locations that
have capable 5G devices and
large business concentra-
tion, noting that issues such
as dropped calls and inter-
rupted connectivity will be
eliminated.

Online submission of applications for

This competition provides
an opportunity for young
innovators in Kenya to
secure the funding and
the visibility they need

to scale up their agritech
solutions and reach
millions of farmers across
Africa,

the contest closes on March 21.

Optimerce Consulting Limited, a busi-
ness that digitises the process of proce-
dure collection at farm-gate through mo-
bile apps, was announced last year’s Kenya
winner.

Other similar national contests were
held in Ethiopia, Nigeria, Senegal and
Uganda.

The 2022 continental winners were
ThriveAgric of Nigeria, which links field
agents to smallholder farmers; Kenya’s
DigiCow, a mobile phone-based app for
dairy farmers providing livestock manage-
ment solutions and links to veterinarians
and feed supply services; and Bostwana-
based Brastorne Enterprises, whose apps
give farmers access to farming informa-

tion, markets and short-term finance.

Matatu insurer Invesco falls into liquidation

Insurance Regulatory Authority CEO Godfrey Kiptum

NAIROBI

INVESCO Assurance Company,
the firm offering covers to public
service vehicles, has been placed
under liquidation after it default-
ed on paying claims running into
millions of shillings.

In a notice on Friday, the in-
dustry regulator directed the in-
surer to immediately stop enter-
ing into new insurance contracts
following the High Court ruling.

“Invesco Assurance Company
has been placed under liquida-
tion through a decree of the
court dated 6th February 2023 is-
sued in the High Court at Nairobi
in Insolvency Petition No. E155 of
2019,” said Godfrey Kiptum, the
Insurance Regulatory Authority
(IRA) commissioner of insurance
and chief executive.

“Following this court decree,
Invesco Assurance Company is
stopped from issuing insurance
policies and therefore not au-

thorised to enter into any new
contracts of insurance.”

Kinyanjui & Company Advo-
cates had in July 2019 filed an In-
solvency Petition against Invesco
seeking, among other orders,
that the insurer be liquidated to
settle debts of more than Sh29
million.

High Court has been deferring
its final orders in the judgment
on the application of the insurer,
but little progress was realised in
paying the debts.

The cash crisis at the insurer
had also come to the fore in an-
other court case where the firm
was challenging a decree order-
ing it to pay Sh53.28 million to 60
victims of road traffic accidents.

The High Court has further
appointed the official receiver
as the provisional liquidator. In-
vesco joins Concord Insurance
Company Limited and Standard
Assurance Kenya Limited in lig-
uidation.

The Policyholders Compensa-
tion Fund (PCF) will compensate
the affected claimants as provid-
ed in section 179 of the Insurance
Act.

PCF’s primary purpose is to
protect policyholders of insol-
vent insurers by compensating
them for unsettled claims.

The maximum compensation
payable by the Fund on any one
claim lodged by a claimant is
Sh250,000.

The Fund was established on
September 24, 2004 through le-
gal notice signed by the Minister
of Finance and commenced its
operations on January 1, 2005.

Insurance companies and poli-
cyholders contribute to the PCF
fund through a 0.25 percent levy
on gross direct premiums writ-
ten.

Prior to the formation of the
PCF, policyholders simply lost all
their benefits when their insur-
ance companies were declared

insolvent.

Invesco Assurance was incor-
porated in 1997 and has been the
oldest operating PSV underwrit-
er in the country.

The insurer was placed under
statutory management on Febru-
ary 28, 2008 but emerged from
it on January 18, 2010 after the
Matatu Owners Association pro-
posed reviving the company.

IRA has since 2019 rejected
the company’s financial perfor-
mance reports, citing “data in-
consistency and non-compliance
with submission requirements”.

Invesco had, in 2018, the last
time its financial filings were in
order, collected Shl.5 billion in
premiums and controlled a mar-
ket share of 1.2 percent of general
insurance premiums.

IRA in 2021 hit Invesco with
a fine of Sh24.94 million over
missed deadlines of submitting
audited books. The insurer had
in 2020
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Nigerians brave long delays
i hope of bringing change

OFFICIALS counted votes in Nigeria’s
elections on Saturday, with people hop-
ing for a reset after years of worsening
violence and hardship under outgoing
President Muhammadu Buhari, unde-
terred by delays at some polling sta-
tions.

The electoral commission said the of-
ficial results could be expected from late
on Sunday. By the evening, some polling
stations were already counting ballots,
while voting was still going on at others
and had not taken place elsewhere.

Some voting was now expected to
take place on Sunday.

Whoever wins will face a litany of
crises. Africa’s most populous nation
is struggling with Islamist insurgencies
in the northeast, an epidemic of kid-
nappings for ransom, conflict between
herders and farmers, shortages of cash,
fuel and power, as well as deep-rooted
corruption and poverty.

Reuters reporters at locations across
the country saw some polling stations
closing at the planned time of 2:30 pm
while others had yet to open.

Some states were expected to an-
nounce results on Sunday and the final
tally from all 36 states plus the federal
capital Abuja was expected within five
days of voting. The election is also for

National Assembly seats.

There were scattered violent inci-
dents on Saturday, though not on the
scale seen in previous elections in the
country of over 200 million people.

Buhari, a retired army general, is step-
ping down after serving the maximum
eight years allowed by the constitution.

The contest to succeed him is wide
open, with candidates from two parties
that have alternated in power since the
end of army rule in 1999 facing an unu-
sually strong challenge from a minor
party candidate popular among young
voters.

Officials from the Independent Na-
tional Electoral Commission (INEC)
cited technical problems with a new
biometric anti-fraud voter accredita-
tion system, the late arrival of vehicles
to transport them and the absence of
voter registers as causes of delays.

In a televised news briefing, INEC
Chairman Mahmood Yakubu said six
biometric machines had been stolen
in northern Katsina State and two in
southern Delta State. He also acknowl-
edged the delays but said voters would
be able to cast their ballots.

“The election will hold and no one
will be disenfranchised,” he said.

Yakubu said at a later briefing that
voting would take place on Sunday in
several wards in Yenagoa that had ex-

Extra security forces arrive to thwart the risk of an attack on a polling station at which
votes were being counted, in Lagos, Nigeria on Saturday. (PHOTO / AP)

perienced severe disruption on Sat-
urday.

Scattered violence

In northeast Borno State, the epi-
center of Islamist insurgency, sus-
pected fighters from the Boko Haram
group fired mortar shells in the rural
Gwoza area, killing one child, wound-
ing four others and disrupting voting,
army sources said.

In Abuja, a team from the anti-
corruption Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) was at-
tacked by thugs just after arresting
a man on suspicion of paying for a
group of people’s votes using a bank-
ing app, the EFCC said.

In Lagos, a Reuters TV crew saw
police arrest four men on suspicion
of intimidating voters, while an elec-
tion observer from a local civil so-
ciety group said he had seen thugs
armed with knives, chains and bottles
smashing ballot boxes.

In most areas, however, the day ap-
peared to have unfolded peacefully
despite frustrations over the delays.

The main contenders to succeed
Buhari are former Lagos governor
Bola Tinubu, 70, of the ruling All Pro-
gressives Congress, former vice presi-
dent Atiku Abubakar, 76, of the main
opposition Peoples Democratic Party,
and former Anambra State governor

Peter Obi, 61, of the smaller Labour
Party. All three voted in their home
states, surrounded by chaotic scrums
of reporters and supporters.

“The electoral process cannot
achieve 100 percent perfection,”
Tinubu told reporters after voting.
“People have to tolerate that. You've
got to accept the results.”

Tinubu and Atiku, as he is known
in Nigeria, are both political heavy-
weights with decades of networking
behind them. Both Muslims, Tinubu
is an ethnic Yoruba from the south-
west and Atiku is a Fulani from the
northeast. Obi, a Christian from the
Igbo ethnic group, has less of a politi-
cal machine but has used a slick so-
cial media campaign to generate huge
enthusiasm among young voters,
with some even calling themselves
the “Obidients”.

INEC says its new Bimodal Voter Ac-
creditation System (BVAS) that identi-
fies voters using biometric data would
help avert fraud. Reuters reporters
in some locations said officials were
struggling to get the BVAS devices to
work, while in others the system was
functioning smoothly.

Despite INEC’s precautions, ana-
lysts have warned there are still risks
that cash-strapped citizens could be
vulnerable to vote-buying attempts
by candidates.

Bird flu situation ‘worrying’;

LONDON virus.

“The global H5NI1 situation

WHO working with Cambodia

available, as well as 20 Ii-
censed pandemic vaccines

THE World Health Organi-
zation is working with Cambo-
dian authorities after two con-
firmed human cases of H5NI
bird flu were found among
one family in the country.

Describing the situation
as “worrying” due to the re-
cent rise in cases in birds and
mammals, Dr Sylvie Briand,
the director of epidemic and
pandemic preparedness and
prevention, told reporters in a
virtual briefing that WHO was
reviewing its global risk as-
sessment in light of the recent
developments.

The UN health agency last
assessed the risk to humans
from avian flu as low earlier
this month.

Cambodian authorities on
Thursday reported the death
of an ll-year old girl due to
H5NI, and began testing 12 of
her contacts. Her father, who
had been showing symptoms,
has also tested positive for the

is worrying given the wide
spread of the virus in birds
around the world and the in-
creasing reports of cases in
mammals including humans,”
Briand said. “WHO takes the
risk from this virus seriously
and urges heightened vigi-
lance from all countries.”

Briand said it was not yet
clear whether there had been
any human-to-human trans-
mission, which was a key rea-
son to focus on the cases in
Cambodia, or if the two cases
were due to the “same envi-
ronmental conditions,” likely
close contact with infected
birds or other animals.

A new strain of H5NI, clade
2.3.4.4b, emerged in 2020 and
has been causing record num-
bers of deaths among wild
birds and domestic poultry
in recent months. It has also

infected mammals, raising
global concerns.
However, unlike earlier

outbreaks of H5NI1, which has
been around for more than
two decades, this subtype is
not causing significant illness
in people. So far, only about a
half dozen cases have been re-
ported to the WHO in people
who had close contact with
infected birds, and most of

those have been mild. Experts
have suggested that the virus
might need to change in order
for human transmission to oc-
cur.

However, WHO said it was
stepping up preparedness ef-
forts regardless, and noted
that there were antivirals

if the situation changes, al-
though they would have to
be updated to more closely
match the circulating strain of
H5NI if needed.

That could take four to five
months, said Richard Webby,
director of the WHO Collabo-
rating Center for Studies on
the Ecology of Influenza in
Animals and Birds at St. Jude
Children’s Hospital. However,
some stockpiled vaccines
would be available in the
meantime.

WHO-affiliated labs already
hold two flu virus strains that
are closely related to the cir-
culating H5NI1 virus, which
manufacturers can use to de-
velop new shots if needed. A
global meeting of flu experts
this week suggested develop-
ing another strain that more
closely matches H5N1 clade
2.3.4.4b, Webby told the brief-
ing.

Agencies

Study: Intense El Nifio expected
to speed up sea level rise

STRONGER El Nifio weather patterns may speed up the
“irreversible melting” of ice shelves and icesheets in Ant-
arctica which would have a significant impact on global
sea levels, according to new research.

The research led by scientists from the Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation, Monash
University in Melbourne and the University of New South
Wales adds to a growing body of scientific work warning
that Antarctic ice melt will see ocean levels rise which will
have a catastrophic impact on low lying island nations in
the Pacific.

A recent report by the BBC said there is now less sea
ice surrounding the Antarctic continent than at any time
since scientists began using satellites to measure it in the
late 1970s.

The latest report, published on Feb 20 in the science
journal Nature Climate Change, used climate models to
show how an increase in the variability of El Nifio South-
ern Oscillation leads to reduced warming near the surface,
but accelerated warming of deeper ocean waters.

ENSO is a key driver of climate variability, as both its
warm phase, El Nifio, and its colder phase, La Nifia, influ-
ence weather conditions around the world, including in
Australia.

Wenju Cai, lead author of the study and global expert on
the relationship between climate change and ENSO, said
the research was a critical step in further understanding
how Antarctica will be affected by climate change.

“Climate change is expected to increase the magnitude
of ENSO, making both El Nifio and La Nifia stronger,” Cai
said in a statement.

“This new research shows that stronger El Nifio may
speed up warming of deep waters in the Antarctic shelf,
making ice shelves and ice sheets melt faster,” said Cai who
is chief research scientist with the CSIRO and director of
Southern Hemisphere.

“Models with increased ENSO variability show a reduced
upwelling of deeper, warmer waters, leading to slower
warming of the ocean surface,” he said.

The associated winds around Antarctica are the mecha-
nism driving this result. When ENSO variability increases,
it slows the intensifying westerly winds along the shelf. As
aresult, the upwelling of warm water around Antarctica is
not able to increase as much.

Co-author Ariaan Purich from Securing Antarctica’s
Environmental Future at Monash University said the ef-
fects of increasing ENSO variability go beyond extreme
weather risks, and affect changes in Antarctic sea ice and
ice shelves and sheets.

“This could have broad implications for the global cli-
mate system, so continuing to understand how ENSO will
respond to climate change is a critical area of climate re-
search,” Purich said.

“There is still a lot more we need to understand about
processes influencing shelf temperatures, and the finding
is an important piece of the puzzle,” she said.

In an interview with the China Daily Cai said since 1993,
global sea level has increased by around 10 cm.

He says that during this time the Antarctic Ice Sheet has
lost 2670 billion tons of ice, equivalent to 7.4 millimeters of
global mean sea level rise, that is, some seven percent of
the total global sea level rise.

“The melting has been speeding up,” he said.

“It is expected that this part will increase dramatically
going into the future, as the shelf ocean warming acceler-
ates melting the ice sheet. At the moment, however, there
is no firm quantification.”

He said global sea level rise will lead to more coastal in-
undation for all coastal cities.

“The Pacific island countries are more vulnerable than
most, because they are already low-lying.”

He said increased El Nino/La Nina amplitude in the fu-
ture “will not only make the mean sea level higher but also
create extreme sea level anomalies that ride over the high-
er mean sea level over California in the US, Peru, Ecuador,
Chile during El Nino, and over western Pacific countries
(China, Malaysia, Bangladesh, Indonesia, Singapore) dur-
ing La Nina.

6.2-magnitude quake hits 29 km ENE
of Kandrian, Papua New Guinea

SYDNEY

AN earthquake with a magnitude of 6.2 jolted 29 km east-
northeast of Kandrian, Papua New Guinea, at 21:24:48 GMT on
Saturday, the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) said.

The epicenter, with a depth of 38.158 km, was initially de-
termined to be at 6.111 degrees south latitude and 149.7927 de-
grees east longitude. Currently, there is no tsunami warning
triggered by the earthquake, according to the U.S. Tsunami
Warning System.

The USGS reported that a 4.4-magnitude earthquake also
hit the 37 km east-northeast of Kandrian at 22:50:37 GMT on
Saturday. The epicenter, with a depth of 43.1 km, was initially
determined to be at 6.072 degrees south latitude and 149.855
degrees east longitude.

THE Ukraine crisis has been kept

continue to play a constructive role

on for over a year. Its development is
attracting global attention.

On Feb.24, China issued a docu-
ment on its position on the political
settlement of the Ukraine crisis, re-
iterating its persistent stand and lis-
tening to other countries’ legitimate
concerns.

The document demonstrates Chi-
na’s major country responsibility in
standing firmly on the side of peace
and the right side of history, in pro-
moting talks for peace, in providing
Chinese wisdom and a Chinese ap-
proach to the political settlement of
the Ukraine crisis, and in injecting
more stability and certainties to the
fluid world.

Since the outbreak of the crisis,
China has taken an objective and
impartial stance based on the merits

China to keep playing constructive role in peaceful settlement of Ukraine crisis

of the issue. President Xi Jinping put
forward “four points” on what must
be done, “four things” the interna-
tional community must do together,
and “three observations” of the cri-
sis, which has played a responsible
and constructive role in easing the
situation and deescalating the cri-
sis. As Xi puts it clearly: conflicts and
wars produce no winner; there is no
simple solution to a complex issue;
and confrontation between major
countries must be avoided

The sovereignty, independence
and territorial integrity of all coun-
tries must be effectively upheld. The
purposes and principles of the Unit-
ed Nations Charter, must be strictly
observed. The legitimate security

concerns of all countries must be
taken seriously. All efforts conducive
to the peaceful settlement of the
crisis must be encouraged and sup-
ported.

China will continue to make an
independent judgment based on the
merits of the matter itself and in an
objective and fair manner, and work
with the international community to
promote dialogue and negotiation
to address the concerns of relevant
parties and seek common security.

China’s impartial stand and con-
structive efforts are obvious to all,
for which the country has won un-
derstanding and support from the
international community.

Dialogue and negotiation are the

only viable solution to the Ukraine
crisis. The crisis has complex histori-
cal merits as well as ins and outs. It is
aresult of the long-term security ten-
sions in Europe, as well as the Cold
War mentality and bloc confronta-
tion.

In solving the Ukraine crisis,
Ukraine’s sovereignty and security
should be upheld and Russia’s legiti-
mate security concerns should also
be respected. Europe’s peace and
stability should be defended, and
the same goes for other countries.

China firmly advocates and safe-
guards international law and widely
accepted basic norms governing in-
ternational relations, and upholds
the purposes and principles of the

United Nations Charter. China will
never be a bystander, and would
never add fuel to the fire, still less ex-
ploit the crisis.

The international community
should stay committed to the right
approach of promoting talks for
peace, help parties to the conflict
open the door to a political settle-
ment as soon as possible, and create
conditions and platforms for the re-
sumption of negotiation.

In the document China’s Posi-
tion on the Political Settlement of
the Ukraine Crisis, China reiterates
respecting the sovereignty of all
countries, abandoning the Cold War
mentality, ceasing hostilities and re-
suming peace talks. China said it will

in promoting peace talks.

The more complex the situation is,
the more should a level head be kept;
the more protracted the situation is,
the more efforts shall be made to
achieve peace. China believes that all
parties should, following the vision
of common, comprehensive, coop-
erative and sustainable security and
bearing in mind the long-term peace
and stability of the world, help forge
a balanced, effective and sustainable
European security architecture.

Xi’s solemn proposal of the Global
Security Initiative offers a Chinese
approach to tackling global gover-
nance challenges, eliminating the
root causes of international conflicts
and achieving durable stability and
security in the world.

People’s Daily
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Israelis hold mass demonstrations against
govt judicial reforms for 8th week

JERUSALEM

FOR the eighth week in a row, tens of thousands of Israelis are demonstrating
against the government and its judicial reforms on Saturday evening,.

According to Israeli media outlets, more than 100,000 Israelis are protesting
around the country, with the main demonstration being held in Tel Aviv, 25,000
rallying in the northern city of Haifa and thousands gathering in front of the presi-
dent’s residence in Jerusalem.

There is even one in front of the house of Justice Minister Yariv Levin in the
central city of Modiin. The protests are against the major overhaul of the judicial
system, which was set in motion on Feb. 13 when the administration initiated the
legislative procedure for the reforms. The Israeli parliament has passed the first
out of three readings of several relevant bills.

One of the bills is the “override clause” which will allow the parliament to over-
ride supreme court rulings with a simple majority. Another one would change the
composition of the committee that appoints supreme court judges by giving the
government a majority.

A third aims to block the supreme court from reviewing the basic laws already
passed by the parliament. Demonstrators say the reforms will weaken the courts
and give the ruling coalition unrestrained power.

The coalition led by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has said it aims to
complete the legislative process by April. With a solid majority in the parliament,
the votes are expected to pass without major contention. Massive demonstrations
are also planned for Wednesday when the coalition will continue to promote the
legislation in parliament.

The parliament is also slated to debate a bill that would prevent the state’s attor-
ney general from declaring the prime minister incapacitated except for legitimate
medical reasons. According to Israeli media, Attorney General Gali Baharav-Miara
said earlier this month that Netanyahu cannot be involved in his government’s
judicial reforms because he has a conflict of interests because of his ongoing cor-
ruption trial.

Netanyahu and his partners say the reforms are necessary in terms of limiting
the judicial system which has become too powerful in recent decades and often
intervenes in political issues that should be determined by the parliament, vowing
to push forward with the reforms despite protests. The Israeli prime minister also
denies that the reforms are personally motivated to allow him to influence the
outcome of his trial.

West demonstrates ‘unsportsmanlike
conduct’ in Africa, says Russian diplomat

MOSCOwW

WESTERN countries demonstrate “unsportsmanlike tools” of work in Africa,
seeking to replenish essential resources lost as a result of the anti-Russia line,
Russian Special Presidential Envoy for the Middle East and Africa, Deputy For-
eign Minister Mikhail Bogdanov said in an interview with TASS.

“Today, especially after Russia and the West came to a parting of the ways
through no fault of ours, Western countries are facing an urgent necessity to
replenish essential resources that have been lost, for supporting their industry
and for economic development and, if possible, with minimum expenses.

Their goal [in Africa] now is to solve existentialist issues, so to say. It can be
seen in the tools they use, mostly ‘unsportsmanlike’, including ‘laws’ restrict-
ing Russia’s activities in Africa, sanctions, stop lists, threats, blackmail,” he said.

In this respect the issue here is not about the West’s attention to the conti-
nent that has intensified recently, but about “desperate attempts by the collec-
tive West to maintain its neocolonial empire,” Bogdanov added.

Amid emotional aftermath, Turkish
quake survivors need mental health aid

ANKARA

AS survivors of the earthquakes in
Tirkiye are facing devastating trau-
ma and loss, psychological support
is essential for healing after a disaster
of such proportions that has affected
millions, experts said.

Tens of thousands of people died in
the massive earthquakes striking Tiir-
kiye and Syria on Feb. 6. The Turkish
Enterprise and Business Confedera-
tion put the cost of the disaster in the
country at 84.1 billion dollars, but the
mental health consequences remain
incalculable.

“The most vulnerable groups are
women, children, people with prior
mental health disorders, and people
with disabilities,” said Ankara-based
psychiatrist Hande Karakilic Ucer.
Not to mention the children who
have lost both parents to the disaster
and been separated from their ex-
tended families, she told Xinhua.

Research conducted by the Turkish
Health Ministry following the 1999
earthquake showed that children and
adolescents are more prone to devel-
oping mental health problems than
adults are when they have been ex-
posed to traumatic natural disasters.

People around children should not
act as if nothing happened, Ucer not-
ed, referring to the danger of victims
shutting down their emotions in face
of the trauma.

“We have to be open with children
and explain this disaster to them in a
language that they can comprehend,”
she said, adding that “play therapy”
and establishing a daily routine are
essential for children to survive a
grieving period.

In Tiirkiye, the 7.7 and 7.6 mag-
nitude quakes have claimed 44,218
lives, according to the latest statis-
tics on Saturday. Expert psycholo-
gists and psychiatrists have been
dispatched to the quake-hit regions
to help residents cope with the pro-

People walk past a collapsed building in Adiyaman, Tirkiye, Feb. 18, 2023. (Photo by Mustafa Kaya/Xinhua)

Experts also recommend survivors limit
their consumption of bad news and disturb-
ing social media posts over the catastrophe.
“Media exposure can influence our behavior
following a natural disaster, and trigger men-
tal disorders,” Ucer said.

Seda Ozcan is a 27-year-old earthquake
survivor from Antakya, a city near the Syrian
border leveled by the earthquakes. Since the
disaster, she is experiencing debilitating anxi-
ety attacks that keep her up at night and from
going through normal daily tasks.

whole situation we are facing, homelessness, concerns
about the future, it’s hard,” she told Xinhua in Anka-
ra, to which her family has been evacuated. Offering
psychological support to those impacted by a disaster
involves a long process, health professionals say, as tid-
ing through stages of trauma takes time.

The vastness of the quake-hit zone spanning over 10
Turkish provinces home to 13.5 million people adds to
the challenge. “In six months, survivors will enter the
disappointment phase, and then will they face the bit-
ter reality of things, ultimately followed by the healing
phase,” Ucer said.

Beaten and divided, Italy’s
center-left seeks new leader

ROME

ITALY’S center-left Democratic Party (PD) will chose a new leader this weekend
who it hopes can pull the group out of a tail spin and provide a credible challenge to
the nationalist prime minister, Giorgia Meloni.

PD supporters will have to pick between two starkly different candidates who offer
opposing views on how to revive the party after a string of crushing election defeats.

The frontrunner Stefano Bonaccini is president of the wealthy, northern region
of Emilia-Romagna. He promotes himself as a sound administrator and proven vote
winner, who would seek cross-party alliances to defeat the ruling right-wing coalition.

He is up against Elly Schlein, a rising star of Italian politics who wants the PD to
shift to the left and unite behind core values, such as gender equality, LGBTQ rights,
climate change and labour reform.

“Iam not sure either of these two candidates can lead the PD to victory at the next
election, but Bonaccini would certainly have a broader appeal,” said Sofia Ventura, a
political science professor at Bologna University.

“The right is rooting for Schlein. They think she would make the PD unelectable.”

The PD has never won a national election outright since it was founded in 2007 but
has proved adept at forging coalitions and has provided three of Italy’s last six prime
ministers.

The party itself is riven with divisions, meaning it is now seeking its ninth leader in
16 years, and its once strong local roots are withering, leaving it in charge of just four
of Ttaly’s 20 regions.

Lost identity

Its last leader, Enrico Letta, quit after the PD came a distant second in the 2022 par-
liamentary election, paying a heavy price for failing to forge an alliance with the likes
of the 5-Star Movement and other opponents to Meloni’s bloc.

While the 5-Star Movement has successfully portrayed itself as the defender of the
poor and the south, the PD’s identity has become blurred. It wins support from met-
ropolitan elites but has lost touch with working class voters.

Bonaccini’s detractors say the 56-year-old regional leader represents the past, not
the future. “He is as a boring as a funeral director,” celebrity photographer Oliviero
Toscani said this week, urging the PD to rally behind Schlein.

If she gets the nod, the 37-year Schlein would become the first openly LGBTQ per-
son to lead a major party in Italy.

Pro-European and a feminist, she has Jewish roots and saw off two well-established
party veterans in primaries to win herself a place in Sunday’s run-off, which will be
open to any registered resident in Italy. The winner is expected to be announced on
Sunday evening.

Makeshift voting booths are being set up across the country and PD officials hope at
least a million people take part. More than 3.5 million voted at the first PD leadership
race in 2007, but numbers have declined ever since and the threat of bad weather is
likely to dampen turnout still further this weekend.

If she gets the nod, the 37-year Schlein would
become the first openly LGBTQ person to lead a
major party in ltaly

found impact.

“It's not the earthquakes itself, it’s the

The investigation of the Nord Stream
explosions is a high global priority

By Jeffrey D. Sachs

ON February 21, the UN Se-
curity Council held a public
meeting on the Nord Stream
Pipeline Destruction and its
follow-up investigation. I made
a video speech at the meeting.
The destruction of the Nord
Stream pipelines on Septem-
ber 26, 2022 constitutes an
act of international terrorism
and represents a threat to the
peace. It is the responsibility of
the UN Security Council to take
up the question of who might
have carried out the act, in or-
der to bring the perpetrator to
international justice, to pursue
compensation for the damaged
parties, and to prevent future
such actions.

The consequences of the de-
struction of Nord Stream 2 are
enormous. They include not
only the vast economic losses
related to the pipelines them-
selves , but also the heightened
threat to transboundary in-
frastructure of all kinds: sub-
marine internet cables, inter-
national pipelines for gas and
hydrogen, transboundary pow-
er transmission, offshore wind
farms, and more. The global
transformation to green energy
will require considerable trans-
boundary infrastructure, in-
cluding in international waters.
Countries need to have full con-
fidence that their infrastructure
will not be destroyed by third
parties. Some European coun-
tries have recently expressed
concern over the safety of their
offshore infrastructure. For all
of these reasons, the investiga-
tion by the UN Security Council
of the Nord Stream explosions
is a high global priority.

The destruction of the Nord
Stream pipelines required a
very high degree of planning,
expertise, and technological
capacity. The Nord Stream 2
pipelines are a marvel of engi-
neering. Each section of pipe

is rolled steel of over 4cm thickness,
and with a pipeline internal diameter
of 1.15 meters. The pipe is encased in
concrete of 10.9 cm thickness. The
weight of each section of concrete-
encased pipe is 24 metric tons.
The Nord Stream pipelines contain
around 200,000 pipes. The pipe-
lines sit on the sea floor. Destroying
a pipeline of heavy rolled steel, en-
cased in concrete, at the depth of 70-
90 meters, requires highly advanced
technologies for transportation of
the explosives, diving to install the
explosives, and detonation. To do
so undetected, in the exclusive eco-
nomic zones of Denmark and Swe-
den, adds greatly to the complexity
of the operation. As a number of
senior officials have confirmed, an
action of this sort must have been
carried out by a state-level actor.

Only a handful of state-level actors
have both the technical capacity and
access to the Baltic Sea to have car-
ried out this action. A recent report
by the Washington Post revealed that
the intelligence agencies of the NATO
countries have privately concluded
that there is no evidence whatsoever
that Russia carried out this action.
This also comports with the fact that
Russia had no obvious motive to car-
ry out this act of terrorism on its own
critical infrastructure. Indeed, Russia
is likely to bear considerable expens-
es to repair the pipelines.

Three countries have reportedly
carried out investigations of the Nord
Stream terrorism: Denmark, Ger-
many, and Sweden. These countries
presumably know much about the
circumstances of the terrorist attack.
Sweden, in particular, which its div-
ers investigated the crime scene. Yet
Sweden has kept the results of its in-
vestigation secret from the rest of the
world. Sweden has refused to share

its findings with Russia, and turned
down a joint investigation with Den-
mark and Germany. In the interest of
global peace, the UN Security Coun-
cil should require these countries to
immediately turn over the results of
their investigations to the UN Secu-
rity Council.

There is only one detailed account
to date of the Nord Stream destruc-
tion, the one recently put forward
by investigative journalist Seymour
Hersh, ostensibly based on informa-
tion leaked to Hersh by an unnamed
source. Hersh attributes the Nord
Stream destruction to a decision or-
dered by US President Joe Biden and
carried out by US agents in a covert
operation that Hersh describes in de-
tail. The White House has described
Hersh’s account as “completely and
utterly false,” but did not offer any
information contradicting Hersh’s ac-
count and did not offer any alterna-
tive explanation.

Senior US officials made statements
before and after the Nord Stream de-
struction that showed the US animus
towards the pipelines. In January
2022, Under-Secretary of State Victo-
ria Nuland tweeted, “If Russia invades
Ukraine, one way or another, Nord
Stream 2 will not move forward.” On
February 7, President Biden said, “If
Russia invades... again, then there
will be longer Nord Stream 2. We will
bring an end to it.” When asked by the
reporter how he would do that, he re-
sponded, “I promise you we will be
able to do it.” On September 30, 2022
immediately following the terrorist
attack on the pipeline, Secretary of
State Antony Blinken declared that
the destruction of the pipeline is
“also a tremendous opportunity. It’s
a tremendous opportunity to once
and for all remove the dependence
on Russian energy ”. In January

The consequences of the destruction of Nord
Stream 2 are enormous. They include not only
the vast economic losses related to the pipelines
themselves, but also the heightened threat

to transboundary infrastructure of all kinds

2023, Under-Secretary
Nuland declared to Sena-
tor Ted Cruz, “I am, and I
think the administration
is, very gratified to know
that Nord Stream 2 is
now, as you like to say, a
hunk of metal at the bot-
tom of the sea.”

Such language is not
at all appropriate in the
face of international
terrorism. I hope that
the US together with all
other Security Council
members will condemn
this heinous act of inter-
national terrorism and
join together in an urgent
UNSC-led investigation of
this international crime
in order to determine the
truth. The truth is not
yet known by the world,
but it is knowable.

More than ever, the
world depends on the UN
Security Council to do its
work to stop war. The
world will be safe only
when the permanent
members work together
diplomatically to solve
global crises. The UN Se-
curity Council provides
the unique global venue
for that peace-affirming
work. More than ever, we
need a healthy, function-
ing UN Security Council
carrying out the mission
assigned to it by the UN
Charter.

A UN Security Council
objective investigation of
the Nord Stream terror-
ism, in which all coun-
tries contribute what
they know, is important
for the global confidence
in this body and most
importantly, for global
peace and sustainable
development.

(The author is Uni-
versity Professor at Co-
lumbia University)
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Chama still touted as excellent
midfielder in NBC Premier League

Tanga Cement PLC'’s Executive Director, Reinhardt Swart, hands over drinking water to
some athletes battling it out in 42km and 21km events of this year’s Kilimanjaro Premium
Lager Marathon, held in Moshiyesterday, at Simba Cement’s water point. The company, one
of the showpiece’s sponsors, used the opportunity to celebrate 20 years of its sponsorship

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari,
Tanga

AMBIAN midfielder,

Clatous Chama,
now turning out for
Tanzania’s Simba

SC, has continued to be one
of the most cherished players
in Tanzania.

The midfielder’s absence in
Simba SC’s matchday squads
for either NBC Premier
League or continental com-
petitions’ duels has, accord-
ing to scores of the Msimbazi
Street squad’s supporters,
contributed to the club’s fail-
ure to register good results in
the fixtures.

The club’s fanatics have al-
ways been worried whenever
Chama either sustains an

the 89th minute, the midfielder
skilfully flicked the ball with his
left foot to beat Nkana FC’s goal-
ie from within the penalty area.

In the 2021/22 CAF Cham-
pions League Second Prelimi-
nary Round, Simba SC came up
against Zimbabwe’s FC Plati-
num, cruising to a 4-1 aggregate
victory to make it to the Group
Stage.

In the two sides’ rematch, held
at Benjamin Mkapa Stadium,
Simba SC hammered FC Plati-
num 4-0, turning the outcome in
the Tanzanian side’s favour after
it had succumbed to a 1-0 loss in
the first leg tie held in Harare.

Chama scored the fourth goal
for his outfit in the rematch. In
the 2021/22 CAF Champions
League Group Stage, Simba SC
welcomed DR Congo’s AS Vita

for the race. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT

Simba Cement cherishes
support for Kilimanjaro
International Marathon

By Guardian Correspondent

SIMBA Cement brand has contin-
ued to be the leader in sponsoring
the Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Mar-
athon, having put its weight behind
the race for 20 years now.

It is said that the international
race, which is an annual feature, has
consequently been improving every
year.

Speaking immediately after the
completion of this year’s Kiliman-
jaro Premium Lager Marathon held
in Moshi yesterday, Tanga Cement
PLC’s Business Manager Peet Brits
said this is the 20th year of their par-
ticipation as veteran sponsors and
runners through the Simba Cement
team.

Brits revealed Simba Cement and
Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Mara-
thon organizers have been improving
the showdown, which has marked its
21st edition this year.

He said Simba Cement’s sponsor-
ship for the showdown has come
about due to the importance of
sports, especially the marathon,
which brings together the employees
of Simba Cement that ran together
and meet stakeholders and custom-
ers.

“In our participation, we didn’t
look at our titles or jobs, we saw the
CEO distributing water to the run-
ners..we spoke the same language
from the gate to the top in collabo-
ration with the employees who are
runners (Team Simba,) together with
other runners, stakeholders, and
customers,” Brits revealed.

He disclosed after the race, his
company’s employees that featured
in the marathon met the company’s
customers and stakeholders in the
region and exchanged ideas for im-
provement in services.

Brits moreover stated they are hap-
py to participate in the 2Ist edition
of the race and do well in the show-
down, as well as providing water dis-
tribution services to athletes battling
it out in 42km and 21km events of the

showdown, who ran past the compa-
ny’s water distribution station.

Tanga Cement PLC’s boss noted:
“We are sure that the runners are
happy to pass through our Point 8
station during this race and get ser-
vice, we will continue to participate
in this event every year.”

He revealed: “We love and appreci-
ate Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Mar-
athon and we are happy to sponsor it
by distributing water to our custom-
ers and all stakeholders who ran past
our water point.”

“These customers come from the
Northern regions including Arusha,
Manyara, Kilimanjaro, and Tanga
and other regions.”

The official further said they
planned to do better this year com-
pared to the previous year by in-
creasing the number of runners for
the Simba Cement team as well as
rallying behind the runners.

He also said that they have had a
team of runners that includes em-
ployees, who also compete in other
races, and his company ensured that
all expenses including equipment,
accommodation, transport, and en-
tertainment are handed to each par-
ticipant so that they can win.

Brits noted that they have had vari-
ous competitions for Tanga Cement
PLC’s departments which have mo-
tivated the company to support the
Simba Cement team.

Tanga Cement PLC’s boss said they
have this year broken the record by
having a total of 28 participants in
the Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Mar-
athon.

According to him, they have,
through the marathon, uniquely cel-
ebrated Tanga Cement PLC’s success
of the year 2022 in which the com-
pany emerged as the overall winner
of the President’s award for the Best
Producer of the Year.

The company moreover ended as
the overall winner of the Financial
Statement award issued by the Tan-
zania National Board of Accountants
and Auditors (NBAA).

injury or has an emergency
that brings about his absence
from the team.

The midfielder’s compe-
tence impressed Morocco’s
Premier League outfit, RS
Berkane, which roped the
player in at the end of the
2020/21 season.

Chama, though, could not
prove his worth at the out-
fit, prompting his return to
Simba SC and it was barely
surprising he was warmly
welcomed by the club’s sup-
porters because the fans
missed him.

What is it that makes
Chama an excellent player
that has won Simba SC fans’
hearts?

Soccer clubs’ scouts are
often the first to identify tal-
ented players, however, there
is a lack of research on how
these scouts assess and pre-
dict the footballers’ overall
performance.

Technical performance at-
tributes are considered as
most important performance
predictors by scouts but
these are often described in a
broad manner, rather than a
specific sense.

Scouts also indicate that
they predict performance in
a structured manner but form
their overall performance
prediction on an intuitive in-
tegration of different perfor-

A section of
DCB Com-
mercial Bank
staff, who
participated

in thisyear’s
Kilimanjaro
Premium Lager
International
Marathon,
Jjovially display
their medals
shortly after
the comple-
tion of the
showdown
which took
place in Moshi
yesterday.
PHOTO: COR-
RESPONDENT

Simba SC attacking midfielder, Clatous Chama.

mance attributes, which can be
a suboptimal approach.

The scout used by Simba SC to
bring Chama to the club, there-
fore, deserves praise because
he observed the talent the foot-
baller has.

Aspects such as mental and
physical toughness, good deci-
sions, a good understanding of
the sport, high football intelli-
gence quotient can all be found
in Chama.

To become a great soccer
player, one needs to have game
intelligence, physical fitness, the
proper mindset, as well as good
technique.

Soccer technique has four key
elements- ball control, dribbling
skills, passing accuracy, and
body control- Chama possesses
such qualities.

Chama joined Simba SC in
2018 from Lusaka Dynamos FC.
Before turning out for Lusaka
Dynamos FC, he played for Zesco
United and Libya’s Al Ittihad.

The footballer is thus an expe-
rienced player for both domes-

tic leagues and African inter-
club tournaments.

In the 2020/21 Mainland Pre-
mier League season, Chama
made Simba SC supporters
happy, notching eight goals and
15 assists, and in the 2022/23
NBC Premier League season, the
player has already executed 14
assists and scored three goals.

Chama has not only kept good
records in NBC Premier League
but has also done well in the
premier continental club tour-
nament ties.

The Zambian midfielder
was, for instance, impressive
in the 2018/19 CAF Champions
League’s Second Preliminary
Round rematch between Sim-
ba SC and Zambia’s Nkana FC,
which took place in Dar es Sa-
laam

The clash ended with Simba
SC cruising to a 3-1 victory to
qualify for the showpiece’s
Group Stage via a 4-3 aggregate
win.

The clash’s memorable mo-
ment was Chama’s goal netted in

Club at Benjamin Mkapa Stadi-
um on April 3, 2021.

The tie was colourful, witness-
ing Simba SC commanding a 2-1
win over AS Vita Club to secure
qualification for the quarterfi-
nals.

Chama and fellow midfield-
ers, Louis Miquissone and Larry
Bwalya showcased impressive
showing, with Chama notching
one goal.

In 2022/23 CAF Champi-
ons League’s First Preliminary
Round, Simba SC came up
against Malawi’s Nyasa Big Bul-
lets, commanding a 2-0 victory
in both first and second leg ties,
with Chama playing part in his
outfit’s success.

Chama, in one of his exploits
in the rematch, threaded an as-
sist to compatriot, Moses Phiri,
and the latter scored one of the
goals for the club to propel the
squad to the Second Preliminary
Round.

In the showdown’s Second
Preliminary Round, Simba SC
confronted Angola’s Primeiro de
Agosto, winning 3-1 in the first
leg that took place in Luanda
and then grabbing a 1-O victory
in the return leg to secure pro-
gression to the Group Stage.

The first leg saw Chama score
a goal for the Msimbazi Street
squad in the ninth minute and
had an assist for his compatriot,
Phiri, as the latter went into the

Dar set to host Run 4 Autism Tanzania Half Marathon in April

By Correspondent Cheji Bakari, Tanga

AUTISM, also known as Autism Spec-
trum Disorder (ASD), is a neurodevelop-
mental condition of variable severity with
lifelong effects that can be recognized
from early childhood, chiefly character-
ized by difficulties with social interaction
and communication and by either re-
stricted or repetitive patterns of thought
and behaviour.

Children with ASD often have marked
differences from others in the way they
communicate, behave, and learn.

These differences can cause problems
with social interactions, which in turn
can lead to problems at school, stress
within their families, and social isolation.

Families and caregivers of those with
Autism Spectrum Disorder experience
their trials.

Taking care of a child with ASD can be
challenging— they may be restless, have
trouble sleeping, eating, or speaking, ei-
ther experience seizures or have melt-
downs born of frustration or overstimu-
lation.

World Autism Awareness Day is annu-
ally celebrated on April 2 and the whole
month of April is World Autism Aware-
ness Month.

Dar es Salaam-based Lukiza Autism
Foundation, a non-profit organization
that is implementing an Autism Inter-
vention therapy project for identified
students with autism at Msimbazi Mseto
Autism center, will this year organize the
Run 4 Autism Half Marathon to commem-
orate this month.

This year’s race, which turns out to be
the second edition, is expected to take
place at The Green grounds, Osterbay in

Dar es Salaam on April 30.

The founder and Executive Director of
Lukiza Autism Foundation, Hilda Nkabe,
told The Guardian recently about 2000
individuals are expected to participate in
the race, adding this is double the num-
ber of participants that battled it out in
last year’s half marathon.

Hilda, who is also the 2023 Run 4 Au-
tism Tanzania Half Marathon organizer,
pointed out: “2023’s Run 4 Autism Tan-
zania Half Marathon is an inclusive half
marathon which welcomes individuals of
all ages, races, gender, and disabilities.”

According to Hilda, registration fees
for runners that will confirm their par-
ticipation early is 35,000/- for each of the
participants until April 2. She revealed
the runners will, thereafter, have to pay
40,000/- each for the registration fees.

She noted: “Registration for the half

marathon is done via Lukiza Autism Foun-
dation’s M-Pesa ‘Lipa’ number 5069292
then all information ought to be sent to
0783 639 335.”

Hilda disclosed: “Categories available
are 21.1 kilometers race, dubbed Autism
Champion, 10 kilometers event dubbed
‘Autism Warrior Corporate Challenge’,
5 kilometers race termed Autism Hero
Inclusive race, and 2.5 kilometers race
dubbed ‘Autism Star Inclusive race’.”

The organizer pointed out: “Each par-
ticipant will receive a medal, T-shirt,
string bag, wrist band, and there will be
hydration points on the road.”

She further explained that the race
also targets to commemorate the World
Autism Awareness Month of April and
create more autism awareness, as well
as promote autism acceptance and inclu-
sion in society.

She disclosed the half marathon seeks
to raise about 50,000,000/- to support
the Msimbazi Mseto Autism Center inter-
vention therapies, promoting a healthier
lifestyle, mental health, and family activi-
ties, and serve as an opportunity to cel-
ebrate families with people with autism.

Hilda stated the event, as well, aims at
bringing together several stakeholders
for the initiative such as non-government
organizations, corporate companies, and
government entities for networking, ex-
changing ideas, and Autism advocacy.

“The estimated costs for our one-year
project is 150,000,000/-, we have suc-
cessfully raised 100,000,000/- and we are
short of 50,000,000/-, hence, we are in-
viting all runners, corporate companies,
and schools to support Run 4 Autism
Tanzania Half Marathon second season,”
Hilda revealed.
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Liverpool fail
to close in on

dismal draw at
Crystal Palace

LONDON

LIVERPOOL missed a chance to close the gap on
the Premier League’s top four after playing out a
dismal 0-0 draw at Crystal Palace on Saturday.

Palace forward Jean-Philippe Mateta struck the
crossbar just prior to half-time before Mohamed
Salah did the same with a fine effort shortly after
the restart, but Jurgen Klopp’s side struggled to
create much else of note at Selhurst Park.

The result leaves Liverpool in seventh place, six
points behind fourth-placed Tottenham Hotspur,
who hosted Chelsea on Sunday.

Klopp had won all seven Premier League games
at Selhurst Park prior to Saturday by a combined
score of 22-6.

He had secured more league wins (12) and more
points (37) than against any other opponent dur-
ing his seven seasons as Liverpool boss and so
this fixture represented a golden chance for his
team to reassert themselves after being thrashed
by Real Madrid in midweek. Furthermore, Palace
were winless in seven games and without talisman
Wilfried Zaha.

However, Liverpool were palpably shorn of con-
fidence and were perhaps fortunate to escape
south London with a point after a flat display in
which they rarely threatened Palace goalkeeper
Vicente Guaita.

A draw is not a disaster given there is still time to
close on the top four, but this was nevertheless a
missed opportunity that only raises further ques-
tions as to whether Liverpool can rediscover any-
thing like their best in time to salvage this season.

It was notable that Klopp opted for experience
in his lineup on Saturday, perhaps mindful of
the need to stabilise the ship after the drubbing
against Real. Only three players in the starting
lineup here were under the age of 28 and in mid-
field, Klopp opted for Naby Keita, Jordan Hender-
son and James Milner.

However, that trio was guilty of being too pas-
sive and slow in possession, while clearly strug-
gling to deal with the pace of Michael Olise in par-
ticular when Palace counterattacked.

The need for Liverpool to refresh their midfield
is well-documented, but even the more promising
youngsters were unable to inject much dynamism
into their play with Harvey Elliott an ineffective
second-half substitute for Keita, who was arguably
fortunate to make it to half-time given how far be-
low par he was.

Fabinho was booked minutes after coming on
as he too struggled to cope with Palace’s threat
while Stefan Bajcetic was only given five minutes
to impact proceedings. Arguably Klopp’s biggest
conundrum remains finding a way to revitalise
the heart of the team between now and May.

Only four teams -- Everton (17), Wolverhampton
Wanderers (18), Nottingham Forest (18) and South-
ampton (19) -- have scored fewer than Crystal Pal-
ace’s 21 goals this season.

The absence of an effective No. 9 was keenly felt
here with Mateta seemingly so inhibited that he
gave up on chasing a loose ball early on, prompt-
ing anger from the home supporters wanting to
see more effort from their centre-forward. They
will want to see more quality, too.

Mateta has now failed to score with his past 20
shots in the Premier League, dating back to a goal
against Aston Villa in August.

This is an unfair comparison, but where Karim
Benzema and Vinicius Junior were so clinical in
capitalising on Liverpool’s defensive errors in
midweek, Mateta wasted several threatening mo-
ments, most notably in the 42nd minute when
hitting the crossbar from inside the box after fine
work from Jeffrey Schlupp, pressing Trent Alexan-
der-Arnold into a mistake.

Mateta was replaced by Odsonne Edouard for
the final 19 minutes but the French forward rarely
threatened. Edouard has just three league goals to
his name all season.

Patrick Vieira has plenty of dynamic, creative
players when fit, but they continue to be let down
by the absence of a consistent finisher.

AGENCIES

Atletico boss Simeone fumes that referees
top four after  always favour Real Madrid after derby red card

MADRID

TLETICO Ma-

drid coach

Diego Sime-

one com-
plained that Real Ma-
drid receive preferential
treatment from referees
after a straight red card
was shown to Angel Cor-
rea in a 1-1 draw against
their rivals in Saturday’s
derby.

Simeone was fuming
over referee Gil Man-
zano’s sending off of At-
letico forward Correa in
the 64th minute after an
elbow to the chest of de-
fender Antonio Rudiger
with the score 0-0.

“A contact is not a
blow,” Simeone told
DAZN after the game.
“Football is a physical
game. If 'm not mistak-
en, Rudiger measures
1.94m and if it was ap-
parently such a brutal
blow, it would have left
him sitting down, but he
immediately gets up.

“It may be a yellow
[card] but taking a play-

Atlético Madrid coach, Diego Simeone.

er out for that, there would be
no players left on the field.

“It’s the same story. It is nor-
mal, and it has become normal
[refereeing favouring Madrid]
and that’s not right and it would
be nice if we could all compete
in the same way.”

It was the third time this sea-
son that Simeone felt his team
had been punished unfairly
against Madrid.

Atletico had Stefan Savic red
carded in their 3-1 extra-time
loss at Real Madrid in the Copa
del Rey quarterfinal on Jan. 26
and had Mario Hermoso sent
off in their 2-1 defeat to Real Ma-
drid in LaLiga on Sept. 18.

“In the Copa del Rey, they
could have sent off [Madrid’s]
Dani Ceballos for a foul that was
ared,” Simeone said.

“Today, Angel’s foul they saw
it that way. You have all seen it,
there are things that are very
clear.”

Simeone was asked about
the Video Assistant Referee
(VAR) and said: “It can go either
way, sometimes in your favour,
sometimes against you.

“However, every time we
come here [to the Bernabeu sta-
diuml], it goes against us.”

Atletico also expressed their
anger through the club’s of-
ficial Twitter account, which

tweeted: “Nothing new at the
Bernabeu.”

After the sending off, Atlet-
ico nevertheless went ahead
through Jose Maria Gimenez in
the 78th minute before giving
away Alvaro Rodriguez’s equal-
iser seven minutes later.

“We are left with the feeling
that we could have won the
game,” Simeone said. “We knew
that Madrid at the end of games
are very dangerous.

“We overcame Reinildo’s in-
jury, also recovered from Cor-
rea’s sending off and took the
lead. We could have defended
better so as not to concede the
equaliser, but we must continue
on this positive path.”

Simeone, meanwhile, con-
firmed that Atletico defender
Reinildo has suffered a serious
knee injury that will keep him
out of action for the remainder
of the season.

The Mozambican defender
was stretchered off in the first
half with a suspected torn right
ACL.

“It’s a serious injury,” Sime-
one said. “We have to wait to
see what the doctor says after
the tests carried out in hospital.
It’s a pity. We send him a lot of

strength. He will return to play
in five or six months.”

Saturday’s result left Real Ma-
drid second in LaLiga, seven
points behind Barcelona, who
visit Almeria on Sunday.

“LaLiga has become more dif-
ficult now,” Real Madrid coach
Carlo Ancelotti said. “It already
was prior to this game, and it
is even more after this game.
What we are going to do is fight
until the final game.”

Ancelotti, whose side came
from 2-0 down to beat Liv-
erpool 5-2 in their midweek
Champions League round of
16 first leg, admitted his team
weren’t at their sharpest.

“We lacked a little bit of men-
tal freshness, especially when
being in numerical superiority,”
he said.

There was one positive for
Madrid and that was teenage
forward Alvaro Rodriguez scor-
ing his first goal on his first-
team debut at the Santiago Ber-
nabeu.

“He is a youngster that has
a lot of enthusiasm to play for
Real Madrid and he has scored
for the first time at the Berna-
beu,” Ancelotti said.

AGENCIES

Haaland breaks scoring record, City keeps pace with Arsenal

BOURNERMOUTH

Erling Haaland has
already taken one of
Sergio Aguero’s scoring
records for Manchester
City.

At this rate, surely
more will fall.

With one of City’s
goals in a routine 4-1 win
at Bournemouth on Sat-
urday, Haaland made it
27 for the season in the
English Premier League.
That’s more than any
player has scored in a
single campaign for City
since the league started
in 1992.

Aguero had the previ-
ous highest total of 26
in 2014-15, part of his re-
cord all-time haul of 260
for City in all competi-
tions.

The scary thing about
Haaland is that he still
has 13 matches remain-
ing in the league. He
is closing in on Liver-
pool forward Mohamed
Salah’s record haul of 32
in a 38-game season as
well as the 34 of Andy
Cole and Alan Shearer
— achieved back when
there were 42 games per
season.

Haaland won’t score
many easier goals than
his finish from three me-
ters at Vitality Stadium
that helped City ease to a
win to keep on the shoul-
der of Arsenal in the title
race.

Arsenal earlier won
at Leicester 1-0, a result
that was more resound-
ing than the scoreline

Manchester City’s Julian Alvarez (L) and Erling Haaland celebrate at the end of the English Premier League soccer match

between Bournemouth and Manchester City at the Vitality Stadium in Bournemouth, England, on Saturday. AP

inspiration, however,
with Darwin Nunez out
injured. Mohamed Salah
curled a shot against the
crossbar in a game of
few real chances at Sel-
hurst Park.

Liverpool moved up
one place to seventh
and is six points off the
Champions League qual-
ification positions with a
game in hand.

WINNING START

Javi Gracia launched
his Leeds reign with a
1-0 win over Southamp-
ton in a match between
teams who started as the
bottom two.

Junior Firpo scored
in the 77th minute to
secure Leeds first win
since Dec. 26. Leeds
jumped two places and
out of the relegation
zone, leaving Southamp-
ton rooted to last place
and four points adrift of
safety.

Bournemouth is in
next-to-last place and

suggested.

Arsenal stayed two
points clear of second-
placed City with a game
to spare.

There was more move-
ment at the bottom of the
standings, with victories
for Leeds and West Ham
lifting both teams out of
the relegation zone and
dropping Everton and
Bournemouth into it.

EASY FOR ARSENAL

Arsenal looks to have
gotten over its blip.

Since collecting one
point from a three-game

stretch that let City back
into the title race, Arse-
nal has gained back-to-
back wins on the road
with manager Mikel Ar-
teta saying the team has
gone back to basics.

Gabriel Martinelli
scored the 46th-minute
winner at King Power
Stadium, poking in a fin-
ish after running onto
Leandro Trossard’s pass.
Trossard and Bukayo
Saka had goals disal-
lowed either side of Mar-
tinelli’s strike.

It built on the 4-2

win at Aston Villa last
week.

“Sometimes the wave
is created very far from
the beach,” Arteta said.
“Then it’s too late to
avoid what is going to
happen. We had to im-
prove on those things
and today we’ve done
that really well.”

EASIER FOR CITY

Haaland scored either
side of Julian Alvarez
and Phil Foden, with an
own-goal by Chris Me-
pham wrapping up the
scoring for City against

Bournemouth.

It is six consecutive
matches without a clean
sheet for Pep Guardiola’s
team, however, after
Jefferson Lerma’s 83rd-
minute strike for the
hosts.

LIVERPOOL HELD

After conceding five
goals to Real Madrid in
the Champions League
in midweek, Liverpool
at least tightened up at
the back in a 0-O draw at
Crystal Palace.

Jurgen Klopp’s team
was short of attacking

on the same number of
points as Everton, which
was beaten at home by
Aston Villa 2-0 thanks to
goals by Ollie Watkins —
who has scored in five
straight games - and
Emi Buendia.

West Ham started the
day in third-to-last place
but swept past Notting-
ham Forest with a 4-0
thrashing.

All of the goals came
in the final 20 minutes,
with Danny Ings scoring
twice before Declan Rice
and Michail Antonio
added others.

Brandt scores with back to send Dor

BERLIN

JULIAN Brandt scored
with his back and Borus-
sia Dortmund held on to
move to the top of the
Bundesliga after beating
Hoffenheim 1-O on Sat-
urday.

It was Dortmund’s
ninth win from nine
games across all com-
petitions this year and
enough for the team to
move three points clear
of 10-time defending

champion Bayern Mu-
nich and surprise chal-
lenger Union Berlin.
Bayern, which has
seen its four-point lead
disappear since the win-
ter break, hosts Union

on Sunday.
Brandt scored for
the fourth consecu-

tive league game for
Dortmund. Marco Reus
whipped in a free kick
and Brandt bent forward
so the ball skimmed in
off his back shortly be-

fore the break.

“Things are working
out for us at the mo-
ment,” Brandt said. “A lit-
tle bit of luck is part of it.
We're efficient. Today we
were a little less efficient
then we’ve been over the
past few weeks, when
we played very well. We
have many guys in great
form and, as we saw in
the last few weeks, oth-
ers who've come in and
scored very important
goals for us. A lot is com-

mund top in Bundesliga

. GWij i by David Chikoko

ing together.”

Marius Wolf thought
he’d made it 2-0 with a
powerful strike inside
the near post, but the
goal was chalked off for
an apparent foul by Nico
Schlotterbeck on TIhlas
Bebou.

Dortmund goalkeeper
Gregor Kobel denied An-
drej Kramaric from the
resulting free kick but
Hoffenheim kept up its
pressure to the end.

AP
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derby red card

Kilimanjaro Water Company’s staff are pictured handing
over drinking water to some athletes that battled it out in the
2023 Kilimanjaro Premium Lager International Marathon in
Moshi yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE
JUMA

Singida Big
Stars seeks to
keep pressure
on Azam FC

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

SINGIDA Big Stars hosts Mtibwa Sugar at the Liti
Stadium as the home team looks to enhance their
chances of finishing in those lucrative continental
spots in the 2022/23 NBC Premier League.

The Singida-based side now looks to be mounting a
realistic challenge for a top-three finish in their debut
NBC Premier League campaign, as they are in fourth
place in the table and only three points adrift of Azam
FC, which occupies third place.

In their last game, Singida Big Stars drew 1-1 with
TIhefu SC to go level on points with Azam FC before the
latter won 1-O against Kinondoni Municipal Council
FC on Saturday evening at Azam Complex Stadium
located at Chamazi.

Singida Big Stars has not been hugely consistent of
late, but the club has been difficult to beat, losing just
one of the side’s last eight matches in the league.

Having conceded 19 goals in 23 league matches,
Singida Big Stars boast the third-best defensive record
in the division this term, meaning they can count on
their solid backline to keep Mtibwa Sugar at bay.

Hans van der Pluijm, Singida Big Stars’ head coach,
has no injury concerns ahead of this match and should
be able to choose from a full strength squad.

Brazilian attacking midfielder Bruno Gomes is
Singida Big Stars’ biggest threat in front of goal,
weighing in with nine goals and one assist in 21 league
appearances so far this season, and he is a sure-fire
starter.

As for Mtibwa Sugar, they head into the game full
of confidence, particularly considering they got the
better of Dodoma Jiji FC in their last outing to put an
end to their nine-game winless run.

They are currently sitting ninth in the 2022/23
NBC Premier League table, six points clear from the
relegation zone and five points from the top four.

bSalum Mayanga-coached Mtibwa Sugar has
already beaten Singida Big Stars this season, claiming
a 2-1 home victory back in October, and another three
points secured today would see them complete the
double over the Singida outfit.

bHowever, they have picked up just one win from
11 matches on the road this season, with their last two
away results a goalless draw to Prisons and 1-O defeats
at the hands of Mbeya City FC last month.

bIn attack, Mtibwa Sugar will miss their leading
striker, Charles Ilamfya, who is serving a three-match
ban for elbowing his opponent in the tie against
Dodoma Jiji FC. In the absence of Ilamfya, Vitalis
Mayanga is expected to lead the line.

By Correspondent Michael Mwebe

ANZANIA’s
SC head coach,
Robert Oliveira,
alias ‘Robertinho’,
believes he is on the right
course to guide the club to
success in the 2022/23 CAF
Champions League and
2022/23 NBC Premier League.
Robertinho cut a long
smile at the post-match
press conference after Simba
SC’s win against Uganda’s
Vipers SC in the 2022/23
CAF Champions League’s
Group C tie which took place
in Kampala on Saturday
evening, insisting his squad is
getting better with time.
Against Vipers SC, center-
back Hennock Inonga scored
the winner for Simba SC in the
first half, and an individual

Simba

Robertilg

Monday 27 February, 2023

ho confident success

will come at Simba SC

Tanzania's Simba SC midfielder, Sadio Kanouté (2nd R), attempts to get the better of Uganda’s Vipers
SC players as the sides faced each other in a 2022/23 CAF Champions League’s Group C tie which took
place at St Mary’s Stadium-Kitende, Uganda last Saturday. Simba SC won 1-0. PHOTO: COURTESY

OFSIMBASC

could tell just how much
it meant to Simba SC
and their coach, with the
Brazilian tactician having
joined the  Congolese
international in the latter’s
celebratory dance.

Inonga scored in the 20th
minute, running on the
blind side of a defender to
boot the ball home at the
back post after Zambian
attacker Moses Phiri had
nodded a cross into the
defender’s direction.

With the victory, Simba
SC has climbed to third
place in the Group C table
with three points while
Vipers SC languishes at
bottom of the table, staying
winless after three matches
in their Group Stage debut.

The Simba SC tactician
noted: “There is no easy
game in the CAF Champions

League... 1 congratulate
my opponents because it
wasn’t easy.”

Robertinho revealed: “It

was a big derby. I changed
our strategy this week and
it was very positive for me,
for us because I know my
ex-club has nice players,
they start games with 4-3-
3 so I used 4-4-2... this was
positive for us because we
scored one goal and lost
two opportunities inside
the box.”

“I am happy to win
with a good performance,
congratulations to my
players, 1-O0 in the CAF

Champions League is the
same as 3-O or 4-0. I was
champion in Rwanda,
Uganda, CAF Confederation
Cup quarterfinals with Rayon
Sports, and semi-finals in
CAF Champions League. I
have experience in the CAF
Champions League that’s
why Simba SC called me,” the
tactician noted.

The  Brazilian  coach,
who took over at Msimbazi
Street outfit in January, had
come under fire following
a three-match winless run

that included back-to-back
defeats  against  Horoya
Athletic Club and Raja

Casablanca and then a 1-1
Premier League draw with
Azam FC.

Following the victory in
Kampala, Robertinho said
that he is positive his club
will perform better.

The tactician disclosed: “I
am a positive man, you talk
about the negative results but
you don’t talk about the nice
performance in the second
half (against Horoya AC and
Raja Casablanca).”

“I am happy that step
by step, the players are
understanding my style, I
understand my players. I am
building good relationships
between players and coaches,
so, I am very optimistic that
we shall have consistency,”
the Brazilian stated.

Dar female athletes hold sway in
2023 Kili International Marathon

By Guardian Reporter

TANZANIAN Sarah Ramadhan has
emerged as the winner of the 2023
Kilimanjaro Premium Lager Inter-
national Marathon’s women’s cat-
egory, which has seen the country’s
athletes garner a resounding vic-
tory in the showdown for the first
time.

Sarah, who finished the women’s
category of the 42 kilometers race
with a big smile on her face, was
cheered by spectators that turned
up at the Moshi Cooperatives Uni-
versity (MoCU) Stadium yesterday.

The champion clocked at 3:02:36
to claim the victory as the race cel-
ebrated its 21st anniversary.

The race’s category’s second place
went to Neema Sanka who clocked
3:20:05 followed by Visa Mhalwa
that finished third as she recorded
3:25:14.

The race has, for many years,
been dominated by athletes from
Kenya but yesterday they failed to
secure the top three places in the
showdown. Kenyan runner Jane
Mathange ended fourth.

The showdown’s men’s category,
though, was once again dominated
by Kenyan athletes as Kenneth Kip-
rop Omulo was the category’s win-
ner, clocking 2:18:05, followed close-
ly by Tanzanian, Aloyce Simbu, who
clocked 2:18:29.

Another Kenyan Abraham Kip-
kosgei Too took the third position
as he clocked 2:19:30.

Sarah walked away with a cash
prize totaling 4.2m/- following her

Tanzanian athlete Magdalena Shauri, 2023 Tigo Kili Half Marathon’s women'’s category champion, jubilates
after crossing the finish line of the event which took place at Moshi Cooperatives University (MoCU) Stadiumin
Kilimanjaro yesterday. PHOTO: CORRESPONDENT JUMANNE JUMA

victory in the marathon.

There was also an addi-
tional cash prize of 1.5m/-
for Sarah, a pledge that the
showdown’s main sponsor,
Kilimanjaro Premium Lager
brand, issued for any of the
domestic athletes who will
emerge victorious.

Simbu took home 2.1m/-
following his second-place
finish, as well as the addition-
al cash prize of 1.5m/-.

Speaking during the pre-
sentation ceremony, Deputy
Minister for Natural Resourc-
es and Tourism, Mary Ma-
sanja, who represented the

ministry’s head, Mohamed
Mchengerwa, expressed her
appreciation for the coopera-
tion that had made the mara-
thon a success.

Mary stated the showdown
largely promotes Mount Kili-
manjaro and the tourism sec-
tor in the country.

The Deputy Minister
stressed that the government
will continue cooperating
with the marathon’s organiz-
ers to ensure that the show-
down becomes bigger and
involve more people from in-
side and outside the country.

Speaking after the mara-

thon’s completion, Tanza-
nia Breweries Limited (TBL)
PLCs Managing Director,
Jose Moran, thanked the
leaders and residents of
Moshi for cooperating with
the organizers to make the
race, which marked the 21st
edition, a success.

The TBL Director also
thanked the marathon’s co-
sponsors, various stakehold-
ers, and athletes who partici-
pated in one way or another
to make the race a success.

His statement was echoed
by the Kilimanjaro Premium
Lager’s Brand Manager, Pa-

mela Kikuli, who had,
apart from appreciating
the cooperation they
got from the stakehold-
ers and the government,
claimed that there are
still some duties to be
accomplished so that
the race can be bigger
and promote the coun-
try and its tourist attrac-
tions.

Pamela said the TBL
had set aside 22.7m/-
for prizes for this year’s
marathon winners.

Sponsors  for this
year’s marathon in-
clude Kilimanjaro Pre-
mium Lager-42km (Main
Sponsors), Tigo- Half
Marathon, and Grand
Malt- 5Km Fun Run. Kili-
manjaro Water was the
marathon’s water table
sponsor that was joined
by TPC Sugar, Simba
Cement, and TotalEner-
gies, official service pro-
viders were Surveyed
Plots Company Limited
(SPC), Kibo Palace Hotel,
CMC Automobiles, KK
Security, and Keys Hotel.

Kilimanjaro Premium
Lager International Mar-
athon is organized by
Kilimanjaro  Marathon
Company Limited and
nationally coordinated
by Executive Solutions
Limited.

Flexibles by David Chikoko
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