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 By Guardian Corre-
spondent, Morogoro

THE Tanzania Agricul-
tural Research Institute 
and the Tanzania Cotton 
Board (TCB) are jointly 
implementing a strategic 
initiative targeting to pro-
mote cultivation of cotton 
in Morogoro region.

The development which 
has already fetched prom-
ising results surfaced fol-
lowing research to prove 
that presence of friendly 
weather and soil for the 
production of cotton in Ul-
anga district of the region 
mapped in the country’s 
eastern zone.

The strategy, which is 
part of implementation 
of  Cotton Victoria Project 
(CVP), gears to transform 
the area into the country’s 
best cotton hub and have 
so far impacted over 600 
farmers in the area.

Speaking recently dur-
ing staging of a special 
farmer field day (FFD) 
held at Lupilo village with-
in the district in question, 
TCB acting director, James 
Shimbe said the farmers 
in the area have demon-
strated high spirit to adopt 
growing the economic 
cash crop.

“We have been very 
impressed with the man-
ner to which majority of 
farmers here have started 
to grow cotton, triggered 
by the inception of this 
project which runs under 
funds from the govern-

 By Guardian Reporter

ST A K E H O L D -
ERS of the Dar 
es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) 

listed Tanzania Brewer-
ies Public Limited Com-
pany (TBL) are expected 
to pocket 537/- per share 
or 158.4bn/- in dividends 
for 2023, an increase of 
85 percent over the prior 
year.

This was announced 
during the company’s 51st 
Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) held yesterday at 
the Julius Nyerere Interna-
tional Convention Centre.

The AGM, attended by 
various stakeholders, cov-
ered the growth and de-
velopment of TBL and the 
entire group, as well as the 
challenges faced over the 
past year. 

Board Chairman Leon-
ard Mususa, said, “We are 
proud to announce that 
despite the challenging 
operating conditions of 
2023, including global geo-
political tensions and local 
excise duty hikes, we dem-
onstrated resilient growth 
and delivered significant 
value to our sharehold-
ers”. 

“Our steadfast execu-
tion of strategic initiatives 
and the market’s confi-
dence in our diverse port-
folio of brands resulted 
in a notable increase in 
revenue, enabling us to 
approve and distribute 
a dividend of 537/- per 
share—an impressive 85 
percent increase over  
the previous year. This 
accomplishment under-
scores our commitment to 
creating long-term value 
for our shareholders and 
reinforces our position as 
one of the nation’s leading 
contributors to economic 
growth,” he said.

Furthermore, the AGM 
involved the approval of 
the appointment of Price-
waterhouseCoopers as 
the external auditors for 
the upcoming financial 

BUSINESS TBL shareholders 
to land 158.4bn/- 
in 2023 dividend

Initiative launched to bolster cotton 
production across Morogoro Region 

Tanzania Cotton Board  acting director James Shimbe: Photo: Guardian Correspondent

TBL Board Chairman Leonard Mususa addresses shareholders during the 51st Annual General Meeting held in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Left is company secretary Esther Kuja and right is board member Phocus Lasway. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

have help to attract more 
farmers in the area to opt 
growing the crop ever be-
fore, signaling the good 
future of production of the 
crop in the area.

And he added, the pro-
ject plans to establish a 
good number of demo 
plots to help extensional 
officers to practically dis-
seminating the farmers 
with the recommend prac-
tices for the cultivation of 
the crop.

He thanked the govern-
ment of Brazil for bank-
rolling the project, as well 
as all other involving stake-
holders from within and 
outside the country, say-
ing the centre will stand 
at forefront to ensure for 
targeted results.

Speaking for his part, 
Thomas Tiluhongelwa, 
the project focal point for 
the Cotton Victoria Project 
said the farmers in the re-
gion are now realizing up 
to 2000kgs.

“After being introduced 
to the new planting space 
through the project, the 
farmers are currently 
managing to harvest up 
to 2000kg, the impressive 
records which keep on at-
tracting more farmers to 
venture into cotton pro-
duction,” he briefed.

Adelina Mhonga, one of 
the project’s beneficiary 
farmers in the region said 
the project has assisted 
them to elevate their pro-
duction and productivity 
into brighter future.

ment of Brazil in partner-
ship with TARI Ukiriguru,” 
he expressed.

He ensures that the 
state-owned board will 
continue working in sync 
with TARI to elevate pro-
duction of the crop within 
all eleven regions in Tan-
zania with potential for 
growing it.

Detailing over the ini-
tiative, Dr Paul Saidia, the 
project director who dou-
bles as director for TARI 

Ukiriguru Centre said the 
project is training  the 
farmers to adhere to ten 
recommended principles 
needed for professional 
cultivation of cotton.

“Among the best ag-
ronomic practices we’re 
training the farmers here 
include how to man-
age soil fertilisation, new 
planting spaces, as well 
as management of cotton 
plants, from planning to 
harvesting,” he briefed.

For instance, he said 
the project has trained 
the farmers to adopt new 
planting spaces of 90 cen-
timeters from row to row, 
and 30 cm from from hole 
to hole, bringing the num-
ber of cotton plants to at 
least 44, 444 per acre.

“Through new planting 
spaces, the farmers are 
now managing to harvest 
bumper,” he added.

He said introduction of 
the new planting spaces 

A construction worker on duty. File Photo

 By Gary Fischer

LOOKING out from the mezzanine, I 
had a bird’s eye view of the factory floor. 
This tends to be my habit when visiting 
a worksite; find a high place that allows 
honest observation of the craft and ac-
tivity onsite.

Why do I say honest? My experience 
is that when craft workers see ‘manage-
ment’ wandering around a job site, they 
feel the need to ‘look busy.’ So, instead of 
standing around shooting the breeze or 
texting, they tend to pick something up 
and start ‘looking busy’ when they feel 
they are being observed.

We were very fortunate to be invited 
by a major automaker to see how they 
assemble trucks. Looking out over the 
floor was a sight to behold. Robots 
were welding, gluing and rhythmically 
installing components precisely on 
truck frames. Workers were in a similar 
rhythm as the next truck body appeared 
at their station.

But something in particular took our 
attention; we watched the workers and 
noticed that no one looked like they 
were working particularly hard (rush-
ing through things, busy all the time). In 
fact, some even had time between tasks 
to check their phone for texts and joke 
with co-workers.

I asked the Plant Manager if they could 
get more work done by giving those peo-
ple more to do. I will never forget his 
reaction to my question – he looked at 
me like I was from another planet and 
emphatically said “NO. It doesn’t matter. 
What matters is rolling one quality truck 
off the line every minute.”

I was a bit stunned. At our job sites, we 
watch craft productivity closely. Metrics 
are tracked per crew and rolled up for 
the whole job site. We believe that good 
craft productivity is essential to com-
pleting a project on cost and schedule.

So, why would a successful major au-
tomaker see it so differently? Maybe we 
are wrong. Maybe it’s due to the fact that 
automotive factories are machine-paced 
while construction projects are still hu-
man-paced. Still, they didn’t seem to be 
focused on making every machine work 
as hard as possible.

The global engineering and construc-
tion industry is obsessed with worker 
productivity (both knowledge and craft 
workers) driven by the belief that there 
is a direct relationship to project perfor-
mance results.

Typically for our industry, hours (e.g., 
labor and construction equipment) are 
segregated in cost estimates and reports 
because many believe after procuring or 
contracting the work, hours are the only 
thing that can be improved. 

This drives many decisions, including 
establishing goals, strategies and meas-
urements to drive craft productivity im-
provement. There is certainly nothing 
wrong with trying to become more pro-
ductive, but the interpretation of what 
‘more productive’ means and how to 
make it happen can have some serious 
negative unintended consequences.

For the most part, the industry relates 
productivity improvement efforts with 
making individual crews get more done 
in less time for each task performed. 
Some may also argue that it is not only 
about labor productivity, but is also 
about equipment productivity such as 
cranes or earth moving equipment.

Many opt to keep crews busy all the 
time working on what work is available 
to avoid crews being idle, and in so do-
ing, get them to produce ‘something.’ 
But perhaps, what many in the industry 

may not fully understand is the fact that 
improving labor productivity is not the 
same as improving the productivity of 
the overall project.

As a matter of fact, improving the pro-
ductivity of each crew does not equate 
to improving the productivity of the 
project. But before we go deeper, let’s ex-
amine what productivity really means. 
There are two kinds of productivity, 
and the terms get used interchangeably 
which creates confusion.

Big “P” productivity is how efficiently 
the project produces a finished product 
or productivity of the Project Production 
System, where throughput through this 
system (units over time) should match 
expected demand (like a truck coming 
off the assembly line every minute).

Little “p” productivity is how efficient 
labor is working to complete individual 
tasks, which typically translates into the 
number of man-hours required to pro-
duce a unit of work.

A productivity metric derived directly 
or indirectly from a ratio of actual hours 
it took for a crew to produce a unit of 
work divided by the estimated hours to 
produce that same unit (or the inverse) 
is often used to manage little “p”.

Augmenting that metric is the use of 
time-on-tools studies to see where the 
day goes for craft and what can be done 
to increase time spent doing the work.

There is nothing wrong with taking 
steps to obtain good craft productiv-
ity especially by removing inefficiencies 
from the workday through time-on-tools 
studies such as decreasing the time it 
takes for craft to badge in or the time it 
takes to check in and out small tools.

Productivity of the bottleneck does 
matter (both for manufacturing and 
construction) to increase capacity. In 
other words, improving craft productiv-
ity can enable reduction of staff or doing 
more work.

However, a singular focus on craft 
productivity generates confusion be-
tween keeping the “hands busy” with 
what is needed to achieve good big “P”. 
The reason the little “p” craft productiv-
ity does not equate to the big “P” project 
productivity is found in Operations Sci-
ence. Since idle crews count against the 
productivity measures, supervisors are 
driven to keep folks busy.

If the planned work is blocked for any 
number of reasons such as site avail-
ability, engineering or material issues, or 
construction equipment availability, the 
crews are moved to start something else 
to keep them busy (bear in mind we are 
saying start, not complete something).

Tasks that are viewed as more easily 
done are often prioritized, driving work 
out of sequence. Together, these natu-
ral responses to keep craft productivity 
high drives up significant amounts of 
work-in-process (work started, but not 
fully completed) and work out of se-
quence.

This way of approaching work ex-
ecution has serious unintended con-
sequences to project performance. 
Through an Operations Science lens, we 
understand that excessive work-in-pro-
cess always results in longer cycle times 
which impacts schedule.

While rules of credit are applied to 
work being done (work-in-process) and 
progress calculated based on it may de-
pict good progress (e.g., on time, ahead 
of schedule), project teams are often 
faced with the reality of reaching a high 
percentage of progress while complet-
ing the remaining work takes more time 
than expected.

Unintended consequences
of chasing craft productivity

year ending December 31, 2024, 
highlighting TBL PLC’s unwavering 
dedication to sound financial gov-
ernance and transparency. 

During last year, the company de-
livered another year of consistent 
profitable growth, with revenue in-
creasing by 12 percent and operating 
profit by 4 percent. 

Revenue growth was driven by 
both beer and spirits, with signifi-
cant contributions from the core 
and core-plus segments of the beer 

business and spirits. 
The group says it continues to ex-

ecute its proven commercial strat-
egy and increase sales and market-
ing investments behind its portfolio 
of beer and beyond beer brands to 
deliver consistent growth and long-
term value creation. 

TBL procures over 74 percent of 
its raw materials from within the 
country, directly and indirectly sup-
porting the creation of over a million 
jobs throughout its supply chain. 

These accomplishments have re-
inforced TBL’s status as Tanzania’s 
top employer and manufacturer. 

Financial highlights show TBL 
paid 586bn/- in taxes to the govern-
ment in 2023, compared to 528bn/- 
the year before, solidifying its posi-
tion as one of the nation’s biggest 
taxpayers. 

 The AGM promises to be an in-
sightful event, reflecting on TBL’s 
achievements and setting the stage 
for future success.
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 By Guardian Reporter

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Has-
san yesterday swore in newly 
appointed ministers and top of-

ficials, urging them to honour their oath 
with dedicated service.

At a colourful ceremony at the Cham-
wino State House, the president empha-
sized that the primary mandate of top 
officials is to serve the people.

In remarks in the direction of the In-
formation, Communication, and Infor-
mation Technology minister Jerry Silaa, 
she directed him to ensure that govern-
ment systems read each other.

This is especially needed for similar 
sectors and across all government plat-
forms, which ought to be interlinked by 
late December, she said, hinting that the 
directive is not new, stressing the strate-
gic importance of linking the ministries 
in driving national development.

This is also vital in enhancing inter-
national collaboration, she said, asking 
newly appointed ministers to prioritize 
national interests and improve service 
delivery.

This will help the country attain its de-
velopment goals, she said, commending 
the ministers for their previous achieve-
ments, as it is a mark of expected high 
performance in their new roles.

Ministers sworn in as VP  says cabinet role transient 

President Samia Suluhu Hassan swears in Jerry William Silaa (42) as Information, Communications and Information Technology minister at State House in Dar es Salaam yesterday. Until 
the July 21 mini-reshuffle of the Cabinet, he oversaw the Lands, Housing and Human Settlements Development docket. Photo: State House 
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 By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR authorities are 
working on robust measures to 
curb illegal fishing especially at 
Chwaka Bay.

Shabaan Ali Othman, the Blue 
Economy and Fisheries minis-
ter, made this observation at an 
inter-ministerial meeting bring-
ing together the ministry along 
with the defence and security 
committee of Unguja South Re-
gion.

It also involved local residents 
and fishermen working around 
the Chwaka Bay area, where the 
minister said that fishermen at 
the bay use small nets which are 

prohibited and impact negative-
ly on fish reproduction.

The meeting was convened 
to listen to the stakeholders’ 
challenges and provide solu-
tions, whereupon the ministry 
set out plans to build large fish-
ing boats with lengths of eight 
metres.

The reason is to enable the 
fishermen to reach deeper 
waters within the Chwaka Bay 
now largely out of reach, he 
said, noting that this measure 
will help the designated con-
servation area stock more fish 
instead of being thinned out as 
at present.

The ministry will distribute 

legally permitted and quality 
nets for use as nets being used 
now often infringe extant en-
vironmental regulations, he 
declared, affirming that the 
government was ready to listen 
to the fishermen on the chal-
lenges they face.

Their views will be taken 
into account in designing pro-
cedures meant to promote sus-
tainable fishing and eliminate 
illegal fishing in the vital fish 
conservation area, he stated.

Ayoub Mohammed 
Mahmoud, the Unguja South re-
gional commissioner, said that 
an ongoing crackdown pitting 
fishermen with fishing sector 

supervisors isn’t an ideal situa-
tion and poses a safety risk.

“Therefore, the fishermen 
should comprehend and sup-
port the government’s propos-
als to find a swift solution,” he 
said, with most fishermen at 
Chwaka Bay welcoming the gov-
ernment’s initiatives.

They requested that the min-
istry conduct thorough surveys 
on the sustainable use of marine 
resources at the area, with Juma 
Khamis, a fisherman saying the 
corrective measure will be help-
ful in realising policy objectives 
on the sector while addressing 
current challenges that fisher-
men are facing. 

Minister elicits fishers’ 
views on policy goals

 By Henry Mwangonde

COMMUNICATION sector 
experts are emphasizing the 
importance of seizing the gov-
ernment’s initiative to install 
communication towers as a con-
structive opportunity to invest 
in the digital economy.

Prof. Fredrick Mtenzi, head of 
research at the Aga Khan Uni-

versity (AKU), aired this senti-
ment at a discussion organized 
by a local media outlet yester-
day, underlining the importance 
of increasing public awareness 
about proper internet use.

City technology and applied 
technology experts met to ex-
plore the role of internet ser-
vices in national development,  
meeting organised by regulato-

ry authorities and major service 
providers in the wake of contro-
versies on social media use for 
unconfirmed reports inimical to 
the public order.

The medical field researcher 
affirmed the need for height-
ened awareness regarding ap-
propriate internet use and tech-
nology, stressing that raising 
public awareness about proper 

internet use will enable individ-
uals to better understand how 
to leverage internet technology 
for income generation. 

Increased awareness among 
citizens will significantly con-
tribute to the country’s develop-
ment, he said, while Semvua

Welcome to build phone 
towers, big telecoms told
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EABC urges full 
EAC access to 
tripartite trade
 By Guardian Reporter

THE East African Business Council 
(EABC) has urged several East African 
Community (EAC) partner states to 
make an effort to promptly ratify the 
Tripartite Free Trade Area (TFTA) 
agreement in accessing the regional 
arrangement.

Adrian Njau, the EABC acting ex-
ecutive director, said in a statement 
yesterday that EAC countries engage 
more in trade with tripartite member 
states on account of their overlapping 
memberships in SADC and COMESA, 
which similarly provide preferential 
tariff treatment.

Somalia, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC), South Sudan, and 
Tanzania have yet to ratify the treaty 
for the tripartite trading zone and are

15 varsities to 
take part at 
education expo

TURN TO Page2



2 	 Saturday 27 July 2024

EABC urges full EAC access to tripartite trade

Zanzibar President Dr Hussein Ali Mwinyi has a word with his fellow Muslim faithful shortly after prayers at Taqwaa Meli Nne Mosque at Mwanakwerekwe in Unguja’s West 
B District yesterday. Photo: Zanzibar State House 

Kissenge, the TiGo (T) director of network planning 
and engineering, said that citizens should take full ad-
vantage of internet services to foster their own devel-
opment.

Internet services play a crucial role in national de-
velopment by promoting financial inclusion, which is 
vital for economic growth, he said, underlining that 
the service provider has been collaborating with the 
government to extend internet services to as many 
regions and districts in far off rural areas, to ensure 
inclusivity.

Last year, President Samia Suluhu Hassan oversaw 
the signing of two contracts billed at $122m for the 
construction of 758 communication towers across 713 
districts on the Mainland.

The pact involves the Universal Communications 
Services Access Fund (UCSAF) and major service pro-
viders, as the towers will help to enhance communica-
tion services in rural and underserved urban areas, he 
explained.

There are plans to upgrade the capacity of 304 ex-
isting towers from 2G to 3G, 4G and even beyond, he 
added.

Welcome to 
build phone 
towers, big 
telecoms told
FROM PAGE 1
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Advocate Boniface Mwabukusi (L) in jovial mood with his fellow lawyers in Dar es Salaam yesterday shortly after winning a 
case he had filed at the Dar es Salaam Division of the High Court of Tanzania against the Tanganyika Law Society. The devel-
opment effectively paved the way for him to contest the TLS presidency in elections scheduled to be held in Dodoma city on 
August 2. Photo: Correspondent Restuta James 

Earlier, Vice President Dr. Philip Mpan-
go had raised a note of caution on the 
transient character of cabinet positions 
and the need to maintain high standards 
of performance, underlining accountabil-
ity and dynamism in public service.

He said that the reshuffle reflects re-
newed commitment to strengthening 
governance and the country’s interna-
tional presence, aiming to advance na-
tional interests locally and abroad.

Last week President Samia terminated 
the appointments of January Makamba as 
the Foreign Affairs and East Africa Coop-
eration minister as well as Nape Nnauye, 
then at Information, Communication and 
Information Technology, in a minor cabi-
net adjustment.

Mahmoud Thabit Kombo came in as 
the new Foreign Affairs portfolio holder 
while Jerry Silaa moved to Information.

Kombo, a former Zanzibar cabinet min-
ister, was erstwhile serving as Tanzania’s 
ambassador to Italy, while Silaa held the 
Lands, Housing and Human Settlements 
Development docket.

In the reshuffle, legislator Cosato Chu-
mi was appointed deputy Foreign Affairs 
minister, replacing Ambassador Mbarouk 
Nassor Mbarouk. Ex-deputy minister De-
ogratius Ndejembi took over at the Lands 
portfolio while ex-deputy minister Ridhi-
wani Kikwete replaced Ndejembi at the 
Labour, Employment, Youth and Persons 
with Disabilities portfolio.

Ministers 
sworn in 
as VP  says 
cabinet role 
transient

Africa CDC, lobby 
group partner to 
strengthen public 
health systems
 By Special Correspondent, Nairobi

THE Africa Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention (Africa CDC) announced that it had signed 
an agreement with Africa Public Health Foundation 
(APHF), a Nairobi-based health lobby, to enhance the 
resilience of public health systems across the conti-
nent amid multiple challenges.

The two organizations said in a joint statement is-
sued in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, that the partner-
ship will revolve resource mobilization, advocate for 
improved policies, and foster private sector engage-
ment to revitalize Africa’s public health systems.

Jean Kaseya, director-general of Africa CDC, said 
that the strategic engagement with APHF will be pivot-
al in ensuring robust, adequately resourced, and well-
equipped public health systems on the continent.

“The Africa Public Health Foundation is pivotal in 
facilitating resource mobilization for Africa CDC, en-
hancing public health systems across African Union 
members, and supporting the implementation of the 
new public health order,” Kaseya said.

Some of the priority areas under the partnership 
includes workforce re-skilling and expanding local 
manufacturing capacities for vaccines, therapeutics, 
and diagnostics.

The two organizations will also cooperate with oth-
er stakeholders within Africa’s broader health ecosys-
tem to pre-empt or respond effectively to recurring 
health emergencies.

Bernard Haufiku, APHF Governing Council chair 
and founder, said the agreement with Africa CDC will 
enhance response to enhance responses to disease 
outbreaks such as COVID-19, Ebola, Marburg, and 
Cholera, while also addressing resource and capacity 
gap.

yet to benefit from preferential 
trade terms with countries outside 
their particular blocs, he said.

“Our goal is to see businesses trad-
ing under the TFTA’s preferential 
tariffs,” he stated, noting that Tanza-
nia and DRC are members of SADC, 
while Kenya, Uganda, Burundi, and 
Rwanda are part of COMESA.

EABC praised the initiation of the 
TFTA protocol, which Angola rati-
fied recently on June 25, easing up 
trade with the EAC bloc in particu-
lar, bringing the total number of de-
posited instruments of ratification 
to 14.

This meets the threshold re-

quired for the agreement to come 
into force as a specific trading in-
strument where the broad area cov-
ers 29 member states, he said, ex-
plaining that in 2022, EAC exports 
to SADC reached $3.79bn, with im-
ports standing at $3.9bn. 

EAC exports to non-EAC states in 
the COMESA group stood at $6bn, 
with imports attaining $4.7bn in 
value, based on the EAC Trade and 
Investment Report 2022.

Praising Burundi, Rwanda, Kenya 
and Uganda for ratifying the TFTA 
instrument, he said that Kenya can 
now export to South Africa under 
the TFTA preferential tariff, stress-
ing the need for EAC countries to 
shed the phobia of competition 

from South Africa and Egypt, in par-
ticular.

Other EAC nations already have 
preferential trade with the two 
more industrialised countries un-
der the COMESA and SADC trad-
ing blocs, part of a situation where 
intra-African trade is currently be-
low 20 percent, he elaborated. The 
launch of the TFTA arrangement 
signifies a higher resolve to boost in-
tra-African trade, as trade data indi-
cates that tripartite zone countries 
import the quasi-totality of similar 
products exported by the EAC.

This presents a significant market 
opportunity for EAC exports when 
they are part of TFTA, he said, citing 
products like vegetables, meat and 

pasta, highlighting the formation 
of the African Tripartite Business 
Council (ATBC) by the EABC, the 
COMESA and SADC business coun-
cils.

The intention is to integrate pri-
vate sector policy proposals into 
the TFTA framework agreed during 
the Kigali intra-regional business 
summit in 2022, as the EABC is com-
mitted to working with the develop-
ment partners to develop an EAC 
regional private sector strategy for 
the TFTA, he said. 

Additionally, EABC aims to collab-
orate with COMESA and SADC busi-
ness councils to enhance business-
to-business relationships, promote 
value chains where comparative 

advantage is evident, to improve 
production complementarity, the 
statement noted.

The EABC is preparing private 
sector proposals to tripartite minis-
terial council meetings to expedite 
TFTA implementation, focusing on 
addressing competitiveness and 
supply-side constraints like efficien-
cy costs, quantity, quality and high 
transport and logistics costs.

This is crucial for the EAC to capi-
talize on the TFTA’s 800m popula-
tion market, with effective sanc-
tions for non-implementation seen 
as essential for the success of TFTA.

The 29 tripartite zone countries 
account for 53 percent of the Afri-
can Union’s membership and over 

60 percent of continental GDP at 
$1.88tr, the statement affirmed, 
underlining TFTA aims of eliminat-
ing tariffs on 100 percent of goods 
from within the region, fostering 
economic growth, industrialization, 
and sustainable development. 

TFTA complements the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (Af-
CFTA), seeking to remove tariffs 
on 90 percent of goods within the 
wider market of over 1.3bn people.

TFTA members who have depos-
ited their instruments of ratification 
include Angola, Botswana, Burundi, 
Egypt, Eswatini, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Malawi, Namibia, Rwanda, South 
Africa, Uganda, Zambia and Zimba-
bwe, the statement noted.
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Adhere to professionalism, insurance stakeholders told
By Guardian Correspondent, Arusha

THE Tanzania Insurance Regu-
latory Authority (TIRA) has urged 
stakeholders in the insurance sector 
to maintain professional standards, 
provide quality services while avoid-
ing fraudulent practices.

Dr Baghayo Saqware, TIRA Com-
missioner for Insurance, made the 
appeal yesterday here during the 8th 
meeting of the Tanzania Insurance 
Brokers Association (TIBA).

He warned that service provid-

ers found in violation of regulations, 
procedures and guidelines, includ-
ing those engaging in fraud, will face 
stringent legal consequences.

“All stakeholders should conduct 
insurance business with integrity and 
professionalism, adhering strictly to 
the laws and guidelines set forth by 
the authority,” Dr Saqware said.

He also emphasized the impor-
tance of providing accurate insurance 
education to the public, encouraging 
them to utilize insurance products to 
safeguard against risks to property, 

health, business, and agriculture.
“Companies should put more 

weight on raising public aware-
ness and encouraging Tanzanians 
to join the insurance services to 
protect themselves from various 
disasters,” he added.

According to him, insurance is 
key to the country’s financial in-
clusion agenda because the bulk 
of the growth of the financial sec-
tor in the coming decade is hinged 
on insurance.

Dr Saqware said TIRA will con-

tinue to create an enabling envi-
ronment for the insurance mar-
ket, while calling the insurance 
companies to increase creativ-
ity in designing various insurance 
products that are beneficial for 
Tanzanians, especially low-in-
come citizens.

He underlined that as people 
living in a world full of uncertain-
ty and disasters that endanger hu-
man plans, joining the insurance 
services is inevitable.

“The government has fostered 

a positive image in the insurance 
market, benefiting both providers 
and users. This has enhanced our 
reputation and contributed to our 
success,” Dr Saqware added.

TIBA’s President, Okoth Oloo 
said the meeting has attracted 
participants from various regions 
of Tanzania, as well as from East 
African Community (EAC) coun-
tries including Uganda, Kenya, 
Rwanda and Burundi.

He highlighted that the discus-
sions will focus on how insurance 

laws and regulations impact market 
growth and development.

Oloo reaffirmed the association’s 
commitment to upholding profes-
sionalism, integrity and trust within 
the insurance sector.

Anna Lema, TIBA’s chairperson 
said that the five-day event will host 
over 250 participants from various 
parts.

“We anticipate that participants 
will gain valuable insights from the 
topics covered by our speakers,” she 
said.

JOHANNESBURG

NINETY-FIVE Libyan nationals have been arrested on suspicion 
of receiving training at an “illegal” military camp in South Africa, 
police have said.

Officers raided the farm near White River - a small town in the 
northern province of Mpumalanga - on Friday.

They said they found military tents, licenced firearms and other 
military equipment.

Cannabis and cocaine were also found at the camp, the police 
said.

Officers conducted the raid after receiving intelligence on 
Wednesday.

According to national police spokesperson Athlenda Mathe said, 
the Libyans allegedly “misrepresented themselves” on their visa 
applications by saying they would be training as security guards.

The camp in question was initially registered as security training 
site, the police said, but it appears to have been converted.

“We take any threat to the security and stability of our province 
and country very seriously,” police commissioner Zeph Mkhwa-
nazi was quoted as saying in a police statement.

However, the same statement assured the public that there was 
“no immediate threat to community safety.”

The 95 Libyan nationals have been taken into custody and are 
being questioned by the relevant authorities.

The police have not said who the detainees might have been re-
ceiving military training from.

SA police arrest Libyans 
at ‘illegal’ military camp

Opposition ACT-Wazalendo former Leader Zitto Kabwe (R) exchanges greetings members and supporters of the party shortly after he addressed a rally at 
Kibirizi in Kigoma Region earlier this week. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

Tanzanian national 
Judith Karia is among the 
top 15 finalists for the 2024 
Women Agripreneurs of the 
Year Awards (WAYA) who 
have been announced by 
the Alliance for a Green Rev-
olution in Africa (AGRA).

In a statement, Karia 
the founder and Manag-
ing Director for Ava Group 
Investment ltd named in 
the Women Empowerment 
Champion category. 

Other finalists in that cat-
egory are from Benin, Burki-
na Faso, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Ghana, 
Kenya, Malawi, Nigeria, 
South Africa and Uganda.

In her remarks, Karia stat-
ed: “I am deeply honoured to 
be selected as one of the top 

Tanzanian in 2024 AGRA WAYA list

Bishop Michael Msonganzila (L) of the Musoma Diocese of the Catholic Church cuts the ribbon earlier this week to inaugurate a 243m/- 
priest’s house at Mugumu Parish built with contributions from members of the church. Second-left is the parish’s priest, Father Joel Marwa. 
Photo: Correspondent

By Special Correspondent

  TO curb rising food insecurity 
in Africa, the Africa Food Systems 
(AFS) is set to convene 5,000 world 
leaders, innovators, academia, de-
velopment agencies, farmers organi-
sations, and the private sector from 
across Africa in Rwanda to discuss 
solutions.

The forum will spotlight innova-
tions and technologies, policies and 
delivery mechanisms, best practic-
es, business models and investments 
to accelerate food systems transfor-
mation in Africa with youths and 
women at the helm.

“Innovating, accelerating, and 
scaling are not just words, they are 
the pillars upon which the future of 
African food systems will be built. 
We are committed to leveraging the 
best of science, policy, and technol-
ogy to drive this transformation,” 
said Amath Pathé Sene, managing 
director of the AFS Forum.

“This year’s summit provides an 
unparalleled platform for stakehold-
ers to come together, share insights, 
and forge partnerships that will lead 
to tangible actions.

 It is through such collective ef-
forts that we can address the press-
ing challenges of climate change, 
food insecurity, and economic inclu-
sivity,” he added.

Sene said the goal of the forum is 
to create an environment where in-
novative ideas can flourish, leading 
to sustainable solutions that benefit 
all, especially youths and women.

The founder of the forum, Edouard 
Ngirente, Rwanda’s Prime Minister, 
also said the summit will feature a 
rich programme, including plena-
ry sessions, thematic forums, side 
events, and leadership exchanges.

According to him, it will provide 
a unique, forward-looking platform 
for actionable dialogue and peer 
learning as stakeholders address the 
urgent need for innovative solutions 
to transform food systems in Africa.

“To transform the agriculture sec-
tor into a powerful engine for eco-
nomic development, our country is 
embracing innovation and making 
evidence-based-policy decisions. In 
this context, the government has 
focused on de-risking the sector to 
ensure that it becomes more profit-
able and attractive for the youth and 
private sector actors,” Ngirente said.

The forum with the theme ‘Inno-
vate, Accelerate, and Scale: Deliver-
ing Food Systems Transformation in 
a Digital and Climate Era,’ will host 
Paul Kagame, President of Rwanda 
along with several current and for-
mer presidents, ministers, and key 
players from government and the 
private sector.

Food Systems moves to tackle
Africa’s rising food insecurity

15 finalists for the WAYA awards. 
This recognition is significant not 
just for me, but also for the farm-
ers I work with. WAYA celebrates 
innovation and excellence, and 
being part of such a prestigious 
group is both humbling and in-
spiring. This acknowledgment 
reaffirms our commitment to 
pushing boundaries and making 
a meaningful impact in our com-
munities.”

According to a statement, this 
year’s selection, drawn from a 
competitive pool of 1,535 applica-
tions across 44 African nations, 
showcases the continent’s top 
women excelling in agribusiness.

This year’s selection, drawn 
from 1,535 applications across 44 
African nations, showcases the 
continent’s top women excelling 

in agribusiness. 
The finalists have been drawn 

from Benin, Burkina Faso, the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Ghana, Kenya, Malawi, Nige-
ria, South Africa, Tanzania, and 
Uganda.  

According to Nana Yaa Boakye-
waa Amoah, AGRA Director for 
Gender, Youth & Inclusiveness, 
women represent 50 percent of 
the agricultural labor force in 
Africa and are responsible for 70 
percent of production.

“Despite this, they remain un-
derrepresented as agribusiness 
leaders. WAYA aims to bridge this 
gap by recognizing and incentiv-
izing these women as key drivers 
of inclusive agricultural transfor-
mation in Africa,” she said.

This year’s ultimate category 

winners will each receive a cash 
prize of $25,000, with the grand 
prize winner walking away with 
$40,000. Notably, the 2024 
awards have seen a rise in the 
number of countries represent-
ed, increasing from 42 last year 
to 44 this year, and applicants in-
creasing from 1,430 to 1,535. The 
winners will be announced at the 
Africa Food Systems Forum in Ki-
gali Rwanda, held from 2nd to 6th 
September 2024.

She said this year; the ultimate 
category winners will each re-
ceive a cash prize of $25,000, 
with the grand prize winner earn-
ing $40,000.

“The number of countries rep-
resented has increased from 42 
last year to 44 this year, with 
applications rising from 1,430 

to 1,535. The winners will be an-
nounced at the Africa Food Sys-
tems Forum in Kigali, Rwanda, 
from September 2 to 6, 2024.

AGRA has also convened a dis-
tinguished panel of independent 
judges committed to women’s 
economic empowerment to assess 
and select the final awardees.

This year’s judging panel in-
cludes Delphine Traore, AGRA 
Board Member and CEO of Gen-
eral Insurance, Sanlam Allianz, 
Jen Ramnath, Chief Digital and 
Information Officer for the Mas-
tercard Foundation, Mary Boote, 
Vice Chair of the International Ag-
ri-food Network and CEO of Glob-
al Farmer Network, Judy Matu, 
the National Executive Chairlady 
for the Association of Women in 
Agriculture Kenya and Oluyemisi 
Iranloye, CEO/Founder, Psaltry 
International & Psaltry Founda-
tion and the WAYA 2022 Grand 

Prize Winner. Oluyemisi is the first 
WAYA winner to make a judging 
debut, emphasizing AGRA’s efforts 
to continue growing and recogniz-
ing the winning alumni.

“Our role as judges is not just 
to evaluate the achievements of 
these outstanding women, but to 
amplify their voices and highlight 
their contributions to sustain-
able agribusinesses and economic 
growth across Africa,” said Judy 
Matu, one of the members

This year’s WAYA features five 
distinct categories, reflecting di-
versity and promoting the variety 
of talents among women entrepre-
neurs in the continent. 

The categories are Young Fe-
male Agripreneurs (Rising Star), 
Women Empowerment Cham-
pion, Resilient and Inspirational 
Leader, Outstanding Value-Adding 
Enterprise and Female AgTech In-
novator.  
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NAIROBI

WHENEVER Nyokabi Lenana, 
a resident of Nairobi, the capital 
of Kenya, visits coastal regions 
where swimming is a funda-
mental undertaking, she feels 
relaxed venturing into the water 
with her two-year-old daughter.

This level of confidence and 
ease has only become possible 
out of the knowledge that her 
child has mastered water safety 
skills through a program she en-
rolled in nearly a year ago.

“Her father’s native home is 
in a coastal area where we visit 
often. I just want to make sure 
that she is safe whenever she is 

around water, so I enrolled her 
for classes when she was just 
over a year old,” Lenana said 
during a recent interview.

The mother was inspired by 
numerous online videos of tod-
dlers swimming before they 
could even walk, but more sig-
nificantly by the story of Mary 
Njonjo Ngini, a water safety in-
structor who owns WaterSafe 
Kenya, a business dedicated to 
teaching water safety to infants 
and toddlers.

Ngini nearly drowned at the 
age of two when she loosened 
from her father’s grip and ran 
into their family pool without 
warning.

WaterSafe Kenya is the first of 
its kind in the country. Ngini said 
it has gained the attention of 
urban parents. There are more 
than 20 children enrolled in the 
program.

Ngini was getting ready 
to welcome Kiaan, a seven-
month-old baby, for his swim-
ming lesson.

In the pool, Ngini held Kiaan 
in the crook of her arm, offer-
ing words of encouragement 
-- a routine that put him at ease. 
Before long, Kiaan felt released 
in the water, and by instinct or 
memory, the little one gently 
surfaced, with his feet kicking 
and arms paddling amid short 

breaths.
How can an infant, who 

doesn’t yet understand spoken 
languages, learn to swim? Ngini 
explained that she and her fel-
low instructor Jerry Collins 
taught children to hold their 
breath with repetitive cues.

“We give them a gentle press 
on their backs and then dip 
them into the water. If you do 
this repeatedly, they learn that 
they need to hold their breath,” 
Ngini said.

The process is repeated for 
the next few days until the chil-
dren have mastered their breath 
control, and then they move 
on to the next lesson which is 

floating and kicking, also taught 
through repetitive cues.

According to Ngini, there is a 
misconception about infant self-
rescue courses that children are 
just thrown into the water and 
it is a matter of “sink or swim.” 
“This couldn’t be further from 
the truth.”

Ngini said modern infant 
survival swimming courses em-
phasize gentle, child-centred 
approaches and are supported 
by a wealth of research on child 
development and water safety.

“Teaching children how to 
turn onto their backs, float, 
and remain calm in water at a 
young age prepares them for 

any water-related accidents 
such as drowning. And it is pos-
sible to teach an infant as young 
as six months of age this impor-
tant life skill,” Ngini said.

The highest drowning rates 
globally are among children 
aged one to four years, followed 
by children aged five to nine, ac-
cording to the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO).

An estimated 236,000 lives 
are lost to drowning every year 
but teaching school-age chil-
dren basic swimming, water 
safety, and safe rescue skills can 
prevent these deaths, the WHO 
said as the world marks World 
Drowning Prevention Day on 

July 25.
Although the actual number 

of drowning cases in Kenya is 
not known, Ngini said many chil-
dren in the country drowned 
due to different circumstances 
such as lack of supervision, ex-
posure to hazardous water bod-
ies, and extreme weather events 
such as flooding. One benefit 
that swimming gave Lenana’s 
daughter was uninterrupted 
sleep throughout the night. “She 
sleeps deeply and better after at-
tending her classes,” the mother 
said.

“Swimming is one of the best 
lessons to give a child,” Ngini 
said.

Ragib Hassanali (L), coordinator of eye care services with Lions Club of Mzizima Dar es Salaam, has a word with Tulilumwi Semgilagwa (80) as the lat-
ter waited for attention at a three-day free eye treatment camp at Ubwari Health Centre in Muheza District on Thursday. Photo: Correspondent Steven 
William

HARARE

ZIMBABWEAN internet ac-
cess provider Dandemutande 
on Thursday officially launched 
a partnership deal with Chinese 
telecommunications company 
China Telecom to provide faster 
internet connectivity for Chi-
nese businesses in the southern 
African country.

Never Ncube, chief executive 
officer of Dandemutande, said 
the partnership enables Chinese 
businesses in Zimbabwe to get 
fast and reliable bandwidth from 
Zimbabwe back to China.

Dandemutande, an informa-
tion and communication tech-
nology solutions provider and 
internet access provider, has 
a comprehensive portfolio of 
products and services, including 
internet connectivity solutions, 
data center services, and cloud 
solutions.

Ncube said the company’s 
partnership with China Telecom 
ensures that there is a dedicated 

line specifically for Chinese busi-
nesses, which reduces latency.

“It will enhance productiv-
ity, but more importantly, it will 
make them be able to connect to 
the other services that are in the 
data centers or in the clouds that 
are in China,” said Ncube.

In addition, he said Dande-
mutande is eager to utilize its 
partnership with China Telecom 
to expand its services.

Zhang Guangzhu, managing 
director of China Telecom South 
Africa, said the Chinese firm is 
always committed to enhancing 
connectivity in Africa.

“We are providing global low la-
tency transmission solutions for 
our partner customers. Through 
this, we ensure that our partners, 
our customers, have the services 
they are expecting,” he said at the 
launching ceremony.

Zhang added that as a major 
player in cloud service provi-
sion, China Telecom is eager to 
work with its local partner to 
provide cloud services.

Zim internet provider partners with China 
Telecom to offer faster broadband service

Child water safety classes gain popularity in Kenya

Mara regional commissioner Col Evans Mtambi (R) exchanges ideas with Tanzania Investment Centre’s Lake Victoria zone manager, Fina Jerome, at a 
seminar on TIC’s investment incentives held in Musoma municipality earlier this week for members of the business community in the region. Photo: 
Correspondent

By Guardian Reporter

THE United Nations Indus-
trial Development Organization 
(UNIDO), through the Quality 
and Standards Compliance Pro-
gramme for Tanzania (QUALI-
TAN) component of the Business 
Environment, Growth and Inno-
vation (BEGIN) Project financed 
by the European Union (EU) 
has launched a comprehensive 
training programme for MSMEs.

The programme is focused on 
quality standards, food safety 

regulations, and market require-
ments. QUALITAN aims to ex-
pand market access for Micro, 
Small, and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) by enhancing their ac-
cess to quality standards, reduc-
ing compliance costs, and im-
proving consumer protection.

Speaking at the launch of the 
programme, Stefano Sedola, 
UNIDO chief technical advisor 
for the QUALITAN project high-
lighted the challenge of reaching 
and engaging MSMEs in improv-
ing their production capacities 

and quality compliance. “UNI-
DO is working closely with TBS 
to improve quality compliance, 
and SIDO to enhance MSMEs 
development to in supporting 
MSMEs through integrated ap-
proaches.” he said.

Over the past six months, 
UNIDO, in collaboration with the 
Tanzania Bureau of Standards 
(TBS) and the Small Industries 
Development Organization 
(SIDO), has designed a MSMEs 
training programme. This ini-

tiative aims to bolster MSMEs’ 
capacity to adhere to qual-
ity standards, food safety regula-
tions, and market requirements, 
thereby increasing their com-
petitiveness in both domestic 
and international markets. The 
program’s development includ-
ed valuable inputs from private 
sector organizations such as 
the Tanzania Women Chamber 
of Commerce (TWCC) and the 
Tanzania Chamber of Com-
merce, Industry, and Agriculture 
(TCCIA).

As part of the broader QUALI-
TAN’s MSMEs engagement 
strategy, the project is organ-
izing training for 1,000 MSMEs 
to equip them with knowledge, 
skills, tools, and techniques on 
quality standards, food safety, 
and market requirements. Spe-
cifically, the training will address 
issues related to production pro-
cesses, product value addition, 
and access to profitable regional 
and international markets. The 
training will be conducted in 
10 regions including Dar es Sa-

laam, Tanga, Singida, Ruvuma, 
Mwanza, Geita, Shinyanga, Kili-
manjaro, Kagera, and Kigoma 
and 40 districts between August 
and September 2024. Six agro-
food products will be targeted in 
the training namely rice, honey, 
spices, flour, fish and fish prod-
ucts, and edible oil. Experts have 
developed and validated train-
ing materials and guidelines 
through a training needs assess-
ment and Training of Trainers, 
which will be used to facilitate 
the sessions.

The launch event will gather 
government officials from rel-
evant ministries, the European 
Union Delegation, TBS, heads of 
institutions involved in the MS-
MEs development programmes 
such as SIDO, BEGIN program 
counterparts, MSME representa-
tives, and key stakeholders from 
the MSME ecosystem in Tanza-
nia. The event will also offer a 
platform for engaging with other 
stakeholders involved in various 
MSME initiatives, fostering col-
laborations and synergies.

By Correspondent Sabato Kasika

SWITZERLAND has hailed 
Tanzania for addressing several 
barriers to inclusive democracy 
bringing about political, social, 
and economic changes to its peo-
ple.

Outgoing Swiss Ambassador, 
Didier Chassot made the remarks 
recently during celebrations of 
Swiss National Day held at the 
Ambassador’s residence in Dar es 
Salaam.

He noted that the Tanzanian 
government is conducting sev-
eral strides towards a transpar-
ent and trusted electoral process 
as the country approaches local 
and general elections which ben-
efit all citizens.

Ambassador Chassot highlight-
ed the importance of a robust 
democratic governance system 
that ensures justice, equality, 
freedom of expression, develop-
ment, prosperity, and security.

He also acknowledged Tanza-
nia’s ongoing measures to address 
local challenges and improve 
the quality of life for its citizens, 
aligning with Switzerland’s aspi-
rations for Tanzania, especially 
as the two nations mark 60 years 
of diplomatic relations.

“Tanzania is also taking vari-

ous measures to address the 
challenges faced by Tanzanians, 
aiming for every Tanzanian to 
have a better life, which is what 
Switzerland desires, especially at 
this 60-year mark of diplomatic 
relations,” he added.

The envoy emphasized the im-
portance of adhering to the Ge-
neva Conventions to protect in-
nocent civilians who suffer from 
injuries or loss of life in ongoing 
conflicts in various countries.

Juma Makungu Juma, Deputy 
Minister of State in the Presi-
dent’s Office, Finance and Plan-
ning-Zanzibar thanked Switzer-
land’s longstanding role as a key 
development partner for Tanza-
nia supporting various sectors, 
including health, education, 
tourism, trade, and community 
development.

The Deputy Minister also 
called for increased collabora-
tion in domestic industrial tech-
nology to enhance the value of 
Tanzanian crops such as cashew 
nuts, cotton, tea, and coffee, 
thereby supporting economic 
growth.

He also requested the Swiss 
government to consider resum-
ing its airline services to Tanza-
nia, noting that their absence 
currently affects both nations.

Swiss lauds Tanzania for inclusive 
democracy, economic development

UNIDO unveils training programme for MSMEs
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By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

ZANZIBAR government has reaf-
firmed its commitment to ensure 
that people with disabilities (PwDs) 
benefit from various opportuni-
ties, including loans to enhance 
their income and livelihoods.

Harusi Said Suleiman, Minister 
of State in the First Vice President’s 
Office made the statement during 
a visit to various entrepreneurship 
groups in Bungi, Central District of 
Unguja. 

He said that the government 
budget for the fiscal year 2024/25 
has allocated substantial funds for 
disability groups to support their 
entrepreneurial activities.

He highlighted that the govern-
ment’s budget for the 2024/25 
fiscal year has allocated enough 
funds for disability groups to sup-
port their entrepreneurial activi-
ties.

“The current task is to recognize 
and register these groups so that 
they can access these opportuni-
ties,” he said.

He added: “Let me assure all 
entrepreneurs with disabilities 
that funds for people with special 
needs, including those with dis-
abilities, have been allocated. We 
are currently in the final stages of 
verification to distribute them to 
the beneficiaries.”

The minister also emphasized 

that the government’s priority is to 
ensure that people with disabilities 
overcome all barriers.

“We have removed the value-
added tax (VAT) on equipment 
for PwDs to ensure they over-
come barriers that hinder their 
development activities,” he said.

Abushiri Said Khalid, Deputy 
Secretary-General of the Council 
for Disabled Persons, stated that 
the loans provided to people 
with disabilities will not require 
repayment with interest.

He explained that the govern-
ment will also empower PwDs to 
engage in development and en-
trepreneurial activities without 
obstacles by removing interest 
from these loans.

He explained that the govern-
ment aims to empower people 
with disabilities to engage in de-
velopment and entrepreneurial 
activities without obstacles by 
removing interest from these 
loans.

“This loan scheme for people 
with disabilities will have no in-
terest repayments because the 
government aims to help them im-
prove economically,” he said.

Some disabled entrepreneurs 
who were visited by the minister 
praised the government for its ef-
forts to provide affordable loans to 
vulnerable groups in society.

“Many people with disabilities 

Z’bar govt vows 
to support PwDs

Songwe Police Officer Commanding District (OCD) Maria Kway (2nd-L) pictured earlier this week presenting 130,000/- and an assortment of items to 
Elinara Anyingisye, who has albinism, at her residence at Majengo in Songwe District. Photo: Issa Mwadangala of Police Force

Instagram eliminates 63,000 sextortion accounts in Lagos
LAGOS

INSTAGRAM owner Meta says it 
has removed thousands of accounts 
in Nigeria that were trying to target 
people in sextortion schemes.

Such scammers typically pose as 
young women online to trick peo-
ple into sending sexually explicit 
material before blackmailing them.

Victims of sextortion crimes have 
taken their own lives due to the 
stress, stigma and shame felt after 
being scammed.

Meta said in a blog post on 
Wednesday it had removed about 
63,000 accounts that tried to en-
gage with the scams.

“Financial sextortion is a horrific 
crime that can have devastating 
consequences,” it said.

The company said it also took 
down 5,700 Facebook groups in 
which scammers were offering tips 
on how to scam people.

Experts and authorities have pre-
viously warned social media users 
to remain aware and alert of the 

scam’s dangers amid their appar-
ent rise. In May, 16-year-old Mur-
ray Dowey from Dunblane took 
his own life after being targeted by 
criminals.

And the BBC found sextortion 
guides being sold on social media 
platforms in May.

Perpetrators of sextortion scams 
present themselves to a user on-
line as a potential romantic inter-
est with the aim of getting them to 
send explicit or intimate images 
of themselves - often by sending a 

nude image first and asking for one 
in return.

Senders are then threatened with 
having their intimate images circu-
lated publicly unless they send pay-
ment.

Dead in 6 hours: How Nigerian 
sextortion scammers targeted my 
son ‘It’s not worth taking your life 
over sextortion’ ‘My stolen image 
was used to con men out of thou-
sands’ Meta said on Wednesday 
that the accounts it disrupted and 
removed for engaging in sextortion 

attempts had links to a wider, infor-
mal network of cybercriminals op-
erating in Nigeria, known as “Yahoo 
Boys”.

The fraudsters are included on 
the tech giant’s list of dangerous or-
ganisations and individuals that are 
banned from using its platforms to 
carry out their activities.

The company says it uses a com-
bination of different technologies to 
identify accounts that may be engag-
ing in sextortion scams or attempts.

These include automatically blur-

ring nude images sent to users in 
messages and presenting them with 
a message saying they do not have 
to respond and letting them instant-
ly block the sender and report the 
chat.

As part of new tools it announced 
in April, Meta said will not display 
the “message” button on a teen’s 
profile to accounts it has believes 
could be engaging in sextortion at-
tempts, even if the accounts have 
already connected with each other.

BUJUMBURA

THREE cases of monkeypox have 
been reported in three health facil-
ities in western Burundi, according 
to Burundian health authorities.

“On July 22, 2024, three new 
alerts of suspected monkeypox 
virus cases were reported to the 
health ministry,” said Lydwine 
Baradahana, minister of public 
health and fight against AIDS, in a 
press release issued in Bujumbu-
ra, the economic hub of Burundi, 
Thursday evening.

“They are clinically character-
ized by a fever, joint pains, and 
generalized skin eruptions,” she 
said, adding that a multidiscipli-
nary team made up of the urgency 
operations center from the health 
ministry, the National Reference 
Laboratory and the World Health 
Organization was deployed to the 
ground to conduct investigations 
and do the necessary screening.

“After laboratory analyses, the 
three samples turned positive for 
the monkeypox virus,” said Bara-

dahana. Monkeypox is a viral dis-
ease that affects both humans and 
animals. Symptoms include an 
unexplained acute rash and back 
pain, swollen lymph nodes, acute 
onset of fever, headache, muscle 
and body aches, and low energy.

“The disease is highly conta-
gious and causes death if it is not 
treated quickly. That’s why we 
recommend hygiene measures 
like handwashing and avoiding 
contact with people having symp-
toms of the monkeypox virus,” 
said Baradahana.

She reassured the population 
that adequate measures have been 
taken, noting that the three cases 
are under treatment in health fa-
cilities and that contact cases are 
being closely monitored.

On July 16, a child with symp-
toms similar to monkeypox died 
at a health facility in Mugamba, 
in Burundi’s southern province 
of Bururi. The deadly disease has 
been reported in neighboring east-
ern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 

Burundi reports three 
monkeypox incidents

Make Saturday cleanliness day, RC instructs Tabora Municipality 
By Guardian Correspondent, Tabora

TABORA regional commis-
sioner Paul Chacha expressed 
shock over the increasing level 
of dirtiness in Tabora Municipal-
ity streets, something which has 
prompted him to direct a weekly 
cleanliness drive.

He instructed municipal au-
thorities to ensure proper en-
vironmental cleanliness man-
agement and take strict action 
against those who defy the order 
to conduct mass cleanliness eve-
ry Saturday.

During a recent Heroes’ Day 
commemoration, which includ-
ed a cleanliness exercise at the 
monument of the late Mwalimu 
Julius Nyerere, Chacha voiced 
his concerns about the dire state 
of the streets and the associated 
health risks.

He said that everyone in the 
community needs to take imme-
diate action to combat the prob-
lem of filth by cleaning their own 
areas to prevent and eliminate 
outbreaks of diseases and pro-
tect their health.

He urged the community to 

take immediate action by clean-
ing their own areas to prevent 
disease outbreaks and safeguard 
public health.

“I am deeply concerned by the 
severe filth in many areas we 
cleaned. It is luck that we have 
not yet faced an outbreak. If one 
were to occur, no one would be 
spared here,” Chacha stated.

He directed Director Elias Kay-
andabila to oversee the cleanli-
ness exercise, which will take 
place every Saturday from 7 am 
to 10 am. No business will be al-
lowed to open until that time, 

and those who defy this order 
will face severe legal conse-
quences.

He instructed Tabora Munici-
pal Executive Director Elias Kay-
andabila to oversee the weekly 
cleanliness initiative, which will 
be held every Saturday from 7am 
to 10am.

During this time, businesses 
are to remain closed, and those 
who do not comply with the 
cleanliness order will face strict 
legal action,” he insisted.

In another development, Cha-
cha addressed the recent bru-

tal murder of a businesswoman 
popular as Mama Mviombo from 
Cheyo and that of Ilolangulu, 
emphasizing the government’s 
commitment to apprehending 
those responsible.

“Whoever is involved in those 
murders should know there is no 
place to hide. We will find them, 
and those causing disturbances 
must either change their behav-
iour or leave the region. I do 
not tolerate failures or excuses, 
and the consequences will be se-
vere,” RC Chacha warned.

Ramadhan Kapela, Tabora Mu-

nicipal Council Mayor pledged 
to enforce the new cleanliness 
measures and take strong action 
against those who will neglect 
them.

Kapela noted that despite ex-
isting laws, the community has 
been complacent and needs 
stronger enforcement.

“From now on, we will imple-
ment strict measures and im-
pose fines starting from 50,000/- 
and above for offenders, as well 
as taking them to court,” Kapela 
stated.

Energy deputy minister Judith Kapinga (R) inspects maize and other crop seeds at Thursday’s launch in Mbinga town of a campaign on the proper use of 
fertilisers for Mbinga District farmers. Photo: Correspondent Gideon Mwakanosya

are engaging in vegetable farming 
and various economic activities, 

but our major plea is to obtain soft 
loans to support the growth of our 

entrepreneurial activities,” said 
Mwanakhamis Vuai Kassim, a resi-

dent of Bungwi in Unguja Central 
District, Zanzibar.
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By Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

OVER fifteen international uni-
versities are set to participate in a 
special exhibition to be held today 
in Arusha city, offering students a 
chance to explore educational op-
portunities abroad.

Abdulmalik Mollel, Director of 
Global Education Link (GEL), an-
nounced that the series of exhibi-
tions began in Zanzibar from July 15 
to 21, this year saying that increasing 
demand for overseas study opportu-
nities prompted the organisation to 
organize additional events, including 
the upcoming exhibition in Arusha.

He said that after finishing the Zan-
zibar exhibition, GEL held another 
exhibition in Dar es Salaam, but due 
to the high demand in other regions, 
they have organized another one to-
morrow Saturday in Arusha.

“After the success in Zanzibar, we 
held another exhibition in Dar es Sa-
laam. Now, due to high demand, we 
are bringing this opportunity to Aru-
sha,” Mollel said.

He said students attending the 
exhibition will receive comprehen-
sive information about universities 
abroad, and those interested in im-
mediate admission will have the 

chance to secure it on the spot.
He said that the students who will 

participate in the exhibition will get 
all the information about universities 
abroad and those who want to be ad-
mitted will get admission right away.

“GEL encourages students, par-
ents, and guardians to attend the 
exhibition to meet representatives 
from universities in the UK, Canada, 
India, Cyprus, China, Iran, and other 
countries. The exhibition will open 
early in the morning and close in the 
evening.”

Regina Lema, GEL’s General Man-
ager, highlighted the organization’s 
ongoing commitment to facilitating 
access to international education.

“We invite residents of the north-
ern region to join us and explore the 
diverse opportunities available. On-
the-spot admissions will be offered 
for those ready to study abroad,” 
Lema said. The series of exhibitions 
started in Zanzibar, continued in Dar 
es Salaam on July 23 and 24, and will 
now conclude in Arusha.

“This is a continuation of our ef-
forts to provide access to foreign 
university education. We have seen 
a great response, and we hope stu-
dents will take full advantage of this 
opportunity,” Lema said.

Education expo 
to draw fifteen 
universities to 
Arusha today

Simanjiro constituency legislator Christopher ole Sendeka (L) congratulates Naberera chairman Richard Kusumba on Thursday after learning that resi-
dents of the village had built three classrooms at a local school and conducted a fundraiser that saw 51.8m/- collected. Photo: Correspondent Gift Thadey

By Guardian Reporter, Zanzibar

THE Fire Brigade and Res-
cue Force (KZU) has urged resi-
dents to stop storing petrole-
um products near fire sources 
to prevent avoidable accidents.

Mbarouk Ali Juma, Fire and 

Rescue Inspector made the call 
here yesterday when speak-
ing to journalists following a 
recent fire incident in Amani 
area, Zanzibar.

He noted that several houses 
and valuable items were de-
stroyed by fire due to negli-

gence in using electrical appli-
ances and items that can cause 
explosions.

He explained that the re-
cent fire in Amani was caused 
by the burning of scrap metal 
in the house, which led to the 
destruction of the house and 

its contents. Inspector Juma 
said that the fire spread further 
due to the presence of stored 
petrol in containers inside the 
store’s entrance in the burnt 
house.

“It is not advisable to store 
petrol, as it is said that the 

source of the fire was two 
containers of petrol stored, 
which caused the fire to spread 
quickly,” he said, mentioning 
that the incident resulted in 
the destruction of a large area 
of the house and caused losses 
of various items, the cost of 

which has not yet been deter-
mined.

He stated that the fire was 
extinguished by the Mwanak-
werekwe Fire Station in collab-
oration with the City Fire Sta-
tion, successfully controlling it 
to prevent further damage to 

nearby buildings.
Workers burning scrap met-

al in the area expressed their 
gratitude to the fire teams for 
extinguishing the fire, noting 
that without their efforts, the 
damage could have been much 
greater.

Stop storing petroleum products in homes, Zanzibar residents told
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By Special Correspondent

ACTIVISTS and chefs around the world participated in 
a new campaign to highlight the global food crisis.

Campaigners demonstrated in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, 
where G20 leaders convened for a two-day meeting.

The members of different NGOs distributed empty 
plates, served down from a mock-up food truck.

The CEO of Sustainable Development Goal 2 Advoca-
cy explained the symbolic move.

“We’re talking about the empty plates, and we are 
using these to symbolize people around the world, 733 
million people that are not having food, they are having 
an empty plate. And we need action and commitment 
to drive forward and make sure there’s change, building 
on the commitments by Brazil, by the G20 to set up this 
alliance.”

The protest came after Brazil committed to partially 
funding the global alliance against hunger and poverty.

The president of Citizen’s Action Brazil welcomed the 
announcement highlighting the importance of raising 
the public’s awareness.

“Yesterday a global alliance was launched at Citizen’s 
Action (NGO headquarters), and this is another way for 
us to put pressure on people and mobilize them so that 
they become aware that it’s no use solving hunger in 
one country, it has to be solved globally. And above all to 
show that it’s possible because Brazil has already done 
it, and knows how to do it, so we’re also an example in 
this sense.”

Activists demand action to 
tackle the global food crisis

African officials speak highly of  outcome of latest CPC plenum
CHANGSHA

AFRICAN officials attending the 
7th China-Africa People’s Forum have 
spoken highly of the outcome of the 
third plenary session of the 20th Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) Central 
Committee.

The 20th Central Committee of the 
CPC adopted a resolution on further 
deepening reform comprehensively 
to advance Chinese modernisation at 
its third plenary session held in Beijing 

from July 15 to 18.
It is of great significance for Africa 

and China to jointly seek a develop-
ment path towards modernization, 
said the African officials, adding that 
political parties and civil organiza-
tions of African countries are willing to 
strengthen cooperation with China to 
help build a China-Africa community 
with a shared future.

The 7th China-Africa People’s Fo-
rum and the 7th China-Africa Young 
Leaders Forum are being held in 

Changsha, central China’s Hunan 
Province from Wednesday to Friday.

More than 200 representatives 
from over 50 African countries are at-
tending the events jointly held by the 
International Department of the CPC 
Central Committee and the Hunan 
Provincial Committee of the CPC.

Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe, president 
of the National Assembly of Burundi, 
expressed appreciation for China’s ef-
forts to provide Africa with useful ex-
perience, which has helped enhance 

its people-centred awareness and pro-
mote its development.

On Wednesday, the International 
Department of the CPC Central Com-
mittee and the Hunan Provincial 
Committee of the CPC jointly held a 
briefing to introduce the major meas-
ures adopted by the plenum to fur-
ther deepen reform comprehensively 
to advance Chinese modernization. 
More than 200 foreign guests from 
over 50 African countries attended 
the briefing.

Ndabirabe said at the briefing that 
he hopes to further strengthen educa-
tion, culture and training exchanges 
between the two sides, break the bar-
riers of languages and cultures, and 
learn from China’s experience in gov-
ernance and advanced technology. 
Marvin Fanny, vice president of the 
United Seychelles political party, was 
impressed by the specific measures 
adopted by the CPC to further deepen 
reform comprehensively to advance 
Chinese modernization. He added 

that he has drawn inspiration from 
the resolution and hopes it will help 
empower the governance of political 
parties.

Obert Mpofu, secretary-general of 
the ruling ZANU PF party of Zimba-
bwe, praised the Chinese government 
for its efficient decision-making and 
executive force. “We are willing to 
strengthen our relations with the CPC, 
whose sincere advice and friendly 
support have promoted the develop-
ment of Zimbabwe,” he said.

Akili Platform Tanzania officials and Tabora District Hospital staff hold seedlings donated by the agency earlier this week shortly before planting them at the hospital’s 
premises. Based in Tabora, APT is committed to helping people improve their mental health. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

KHARTOUM

SUDAN’S Agriculture Minister, 
Abubakr al-Bushra, denied that 
there is a famine in the country, 
challenging UN reports that 755,000 
people are facing severe hunger.

He also rejected the idea of allow-
ing aid agencies to bypass border 
restrictions to deliver help.

The ongoing conflict between the 
Sudanese army and the paramili-
tary Rapid Support Forces (RSF) has 
led to a severe hunger crisis.

The army has blocked aid from 
reaching areas controlled by the 
RSF, where supplies are often stolen 
by RSF soldiers.

Speaking in Port Sudan, al-Bushra 
argued that 755,000 people are a 
small fraction of Sudan’s 50 million 
population and cast doubt on the 
accuracy of the hunger data in RSF-
controlled areas.

The UN’s Integrated Food Securi-
ty Phase Classification (IPC) report-
ed that 14 areas in Sudan are at risk 
of famine, which can be declared if 
hunger and malnutrition reach crit-
ical levels. Al-Bushra opposed po-
tential UN Security Council orders 
to override army restrictions on aid 
deliveries, fearing it could open bor-
ders controlled by militias.

Aid agencies report that the only 
authorized crossing into the famine-
threatened Darfur region is blocked 
by rains, while the army-controlled 
Adre crossing remains off-limits.

No severe hunger in
Sudan, says  minister

Tanzania Roads Association administrative officer Anna Nkoma briefs journalists in Dar es Salaam on Thursday on an international conference on sustainable transportation and smart innova-
tion scheduled to take place in Arusha city on Monday.  Photo: Correspondent Joseph Mwendapole

JOHANNESBURG 

PRESIDENT Cyril Ramaphosa named 
Mandisa Maya, the current deputy chief 
justice, as the country’s new most senior 
judge. Her term is due to start on Sept. 1, 
when she will replace Chief Justice Ray-
mond Zondo as the head of the apex Con-
stitutional Court. Zondo is retiring.

Maya, 60, previously served as the judge 

president of the Supreme Court of Appeal, 
the second-highest court in South Africa, 
before her promotion to the Constitutional 
Court. She was the first Black woman to be 
appointed a judge of the Supreme Court of 
Appeal and the first woman to be appoint-

ed deputy president and then president of 
that court.

Ramaphosa nominated Maya for chief 
justice in February and she was inter-
viewed by the Judicial Services Commis-
sion in May. The commission recommend-

ed her and noted her appointment “would 
be a significant milestone for the country,” 
Ramaphosa said in a statement.

Maya grew up in a rural part of South 
Africa’s Eastern Cape Province. She won a 
Fulbright Scholarship in 1989 to do a Mas-

ter’s in law at Duke University in the United 
States, an incredibly rare achievement for 
a young Black woman during the apartheid 
era of racial segregation in South Africa.

She said in an interview in 2017 that ini-
tially she intended to study medicine but 
changed her mind on the first day she at-
tended university in South Africa and 
switched to law after looking at a medical 
textbook.

South Africa appoints 1st woman chief Justice

The ongoing conflict 
between the Suda-
nese army and the 
paramilitary Rapid 
Support Forces (RSF) 
has led to a severe 



     

EDITORIALS.OPINION

SaturDay 27  july  2024

Taking A New Look
At The News

ESTABLISHED IN 1995

Advertising

Cel: + 0677 020701 E-mails: Advertise@guardian.co.tz 
Website: Ippmedia.com,    epaper.ippmedia.com          

Newsdesk 
General Line:  0745 700710
News Editor:  Lusekelo philemon	
0757 154767
E-mail: guardian@guardian.co.tz

The Guardian Limited Key Contacts
Managing Editor: Wallace Mauggo
Circulation manager: Dennis  Ntaita
feedback@guardian.co.tz

Piling up of garbage in streets points to 
poor governance, not lack of resources
RESIDENTS of a Dar es Salaam 

city suburb have recently raised 
concern about the accumulation 
of garbage in their areas.

There are fears that the situa-
tion poses significant health risks 
for the community, but more 
visibly so is discomfort, even if 
no children pick up pieces of 
garbage and are directly infected 
with diseases.

It is not just diseases that 
prompt the need to collect gar-
bage, as keeping the city clean 
is an essential part of the role of 
councillors and officials.

In the past the duty of collect-
ing waste from the streets didn’t 
have to be drummed up into the 
hearing of city authorities as they 
were in office principally for that 
reason as well as auxiliary servic-
es in health, water and education.

While these other concerns 
have proper designated depart-
ments within the central govern-
ment, collecting garbage is not 
linked directly with the Health or 
Environment ministries, and is 
wholly a city or municipal affair.

The residents referred to say 
that the accumulation of all man-
ner of garbage has become a rou-
tine phenomenon, which is not 
hard to understand as the city 
authorities at times suggest rais-
ing garbage collection fees citing 
higher petrol prices, etc.

They have never been able to 
impose the fees they want and 
will similarly not hand over the 
task to private garbage collectors 

with a regulatory framework to 
ensure that garbage is collected, 
say, once per week. That would 
work but it can’t be instituted as 
then the councils would only col-
lect taxes from garbage collecting 
firms.

What the councils want is to 
collect revenues from the garbage 
collection as such, and presum-
ably the proper revenue authori-
ties will be taxing the collectors 
on a different basis.

That might be disputable if an 
official were asked, but short of 
that prerogative it is unclear why 
local authorities keep garbage 
collection mechanisms or proce-
dures close to their chests.

There is push and pull between 
councils and the companies they 
deploy for the job – with some-
thing between optimal returns 
for the duo and acceptable per-
formance.

Such issues seldom make it to 
the legislature, and are expected 
to be worked upon at the level of 
local authorities.

Trouble is that they are sen-
sitive about health, water and 
education as well as electricity 
supply, while garbage collection 
is left to their whims and guises.

That is much in like manner as 
those who build schools and save 
up on funds for building toilets, 
or when it comes to road build-
ing, efforts are made to save cash 
for putting up drainage facilities. 
Both preventive and remedial 
measures are needed here.

Will new triumvirate of Russia, China & North Korea force the South to go nuclear?
UNITED NATIONS

When Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un 
signed a pact last month to revive a Cold 
War-era mutual defense pledge between 
two of the world’s nuclear powers, it also 
had the implicit support a third nuclear 
power standing in the shadows: China.

The new nuclear alliance, which has 
triggered fears in Japan and South Korea, 
ensures the possible sharing of Russia’s 
knowledge of satellites and missile tech-
nologies with North Korea. 

The new pact, has also resulted in a 
sharp divide between Russia, China and 
North Korea on the one hand and the US, 
Japan and South Korea on the other. 

But one lingering question remains: 
Will these new developments force—at 
least in the not-too-distant future—South 
Korea to go nuclear, joining the world’s 
nine nuclear powers: the U.S., UK, France, 
Russia, China, India, Pakistan, Israel and 
North Korea.

The New York Times quoted Cheong 
Seong-chang, the director of the Center 
for Korean Peninsula Strategy at the Se-
jong Institute, as saying: “It is time for 
South Korea to have a fundamental re-
view of its current security policy, which 
depends almost totally on the US nuclear 
umbrella to counter the North Korean nu-
clear threat.”

And quoting North Korea’s official Cen-
tral News Agency, the Times said Putin and 
Kim agreed that if one country found itself 
in a state of war, then the other would pro-
vide “military and other assistance with 
all means in its possession without delay.” 

Alice Slater, who serves on the boards 
of World BEYOND War and the Global 
Network Against Weapons and Nuclear 
Power in Space, told IPS the fact that Rus-
sia is allying with North Korea and China 
at this time is a result of the failure of U.S. 
diplomacy, and the drive by the U.S. mil-
itary-industrial-congressional-media-ac-
ademic-think tank complex (MICIMATT) 
to expand the U.S. empire beyond its 800 
U.S. military bases in 87 nations.

The U.S., she said, is now surrounding 
China with new bases recently estab-
lished in the Pacific and forming AUKUS, 
a new military alliance with Australia, the 
UK and the U.S.

“The U.S. has been breaking its agree-
ment made with China in 1972, as we 
now are arming Taiwan despite promises 
made by Nixon and Kissinger to recognize 
China and remain neutral on the question 
of the future of Taiwan, to where the anti-
communist forces retreated after the Chi-
nese Revolution,” said Slater, who is also a 
UN NGO Representative for the Nuclear 
Age Peace Foundation.

According to a report in the Associated 
Press (AP) wire on July 12, the U.S. and 
South Korea have signed joint nuclear 
deterrence guidelines for the first time, “a 
basic yet important step in their efforts to 
improve their ability to respond to North 
Korea’s evolving nuclear threats.”

Meeting on the sidelines of a NATO 
summit in Washington, U.S. President Joe 
Biden and South Korean President Yoon 
Suk Yeol commended what they called 
“the tremendous progress” that their 
countries’ alliance has made a year after 

creating a joint Nuclear Consultative Group.
Last year, the U.S. and South Korea launched the consul-

tative body to strengthen communication on nuclear op-
erations and discuss how to integrate U.S. nuclear weap-
ons and South Korean conventional weapons in various 
contingencies, said the AP report.

Meanwhile, Abolition 2000, the Global Network to 
Eliminate Nuclear Weapons, will host a seminar in Gene-
va on July 30, titled “Denuclearization in North-East Asia 
through a 3+3 Model Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone.”

Tensions, unresolved conflicts and nuclear weapons 
policies of nuclear armed and allied states active in North-
East Asia (China, Japan, North Korea, Russia, South Korea 
and the USA) increase the risks of armed conflict and nu-
clear war in the region, says Abolition 2000.

“Unilateral disarmament by any one of these countries 
is highly unlikely while other countries in the region con-
tinue with robust nuclear deterrence policies. What is 
required is a regional approach to nuclear disarmament 
which maintains the security of all.”

The 3+3 model for a North-East Asian Nuclear-Weapon-
Free Zone  envisages an agreement where-by the three 
territorial countries in the zone ( Japan, North Korea and 
South Korea) would mutually relinquish their reliance on 
nuclear weapons in return for credible and enforceable 
security guarantees from China, Russia and the US that 
they would not be threatened with nuclear weapons.

This agreement would provide part of a more compre-
hensive peace agreement to formally end the Korean War.

The proposal is being seriously discussed amongst aca-
demics, legislators and civil society organizations in Japan, 
South Korea and the USA. The upcoming event aims to 
broaden the discussion to include delegations to the NPT 
Prep Com. 

Asked about the rising nuclear threats from North Ko-
rea, State Department Spokesman Matthew Miller said 
July 22: “We have made clear on a number of occasions 
that we prefer diplomacy to deal with this situation, and 
the North Koreans have shown that they are not in any 
way interested in that.”

Responding to a question on the consequences of Rus-
sia being driven closer to North Korea and China, Antony 
Blinken, US Secretary of State said: “I think we’ve seen two 
things.  We have seen that, although that was something 
that was in the works for a long time, and maybe some of 
it’s accelerated as a result of the war in Ukraine, but we’ve 
also seen something else that’s been quite remarkable.”

During a Fireside Chat at the Aspen Security Forum, 
moderated by Mary Louise Kelly of National Public Radio 

(NPR) on July 19, Blinken said: “I’ve been doing this for 
more than 30 years.  I have not seen a time when there’s 
been greater convergence between the United States and 
our European partners and our partners in Asia in terms 
of the approach to Russia, but also in terms of the ap-
proach to China, than we’re seeing right now.”

“We’ve built convergence across the Atlantic, we’ve 
built it across the Pacific, and we’ve built it between the 
Atlantic and the Pacific.  So, I would take our team and the 
countries that we’re working with than anything that Rus-
sia’s been able to put together.

“Beyond that, I think there are going to be – and we’ve 
already seen a lot of strains in these groupings.  It’s not par-
ticularly good for your reputation to be working closely 
with Russia and helping it perpetuate its war in Ukraine.

“So, I think China is very uncomfortable in the position 
it’s in, but for now we do have a challenge, which is China 
is providing not weapons, unlike North Korea and Iran, 
but it’s providing the inputs for Russia’s defense industrial 
base.”

Seventy percent of the machine tools that Russia is im-
porting come from China, he pointed out.  And ninety 
percent of the microelectronics come from China.  And 
that’s going into the defense industrial base and turning 
into missiles, tanks and other weapons.

“We’ve called out China on that.  We have sanctioned 
Chinese companies.  But more to the point, so have many 
others.  And we just saw that in Europe a couple of weeks 
ago.  And China can’t have it both ways.  It can’t all at once 
be saying that it’s for peace in Ukraine when it is helping to 
fuel the ongoing pursuit of the war by Russia.

“I can’t say that it wants better relations with Europe 
when it is actually helping to fuel the greatest threat to 
Europe’s security since the end of the Cold War,” Blinken 
declared.

This article is brought to you by IPS Noram, in collabo-
ration with INPS Japan and Soka Gakkai International, in 
consultative status with UN ECOSOC.

IPS UN Bureau Report

Travellers’ insurance scheme 
merits rigorous peer reviews

PLANS by the Zanzibar authori-
ties to introduce an insurance 
scheme for incoming travellers 
looks exciting, but setting out a 
strategy for it could be challenging 
indeed.

For the scheme to obtain the 
revenue it envisages, it will have to 
be more or less compulsory, and 
that is exactly what could become 
a bother in bringing about large 
numbers of tourists.

The system is designed as a 
three-month scheme costing 
US$44 paid online. While it needs 
compliant tourists if it is pay divi-
dends, it is unclear if this will be 
the right response – with all con-
cerned seeing the rationale in-
volved in the measure.

There was no hint in early infor-
mation concerning the scheme if 
it is a habit around the world now 
that tourists can meet with risks 
like any other people.

This is even as each level of in-
surance deposit or contribution 
has its defined level of potential 
benefits tied to the respective mar-
ket framework of such scheme.

What was similarly not said was 
how far situations have emerged 
in the past requiring that public 
authorities do something on the 
health needs of tourists, like a ma-
laria infection for instance, and 
what that implied.

That can’t be the background of 
a legislative or regulatory measure 
of this sort if, for instance, it has no 
visible benefits apart from han-
dling instances where a tourist is 
stranded.

Travel agencies handling tour-
ists are the people most likely ca-
pable of feeling how far the meas-
ure could affect travel plans.

In the particular context of 
Zanzibar, tourism authorities may 
have mapped out the likely curve 
the measure will take. They scale 
up the bar in a way, suffer a margin 
of loss in tourist numbers, lower 
dynamism, raise revenues, etc.

The Zanzibar Treasury was 

quick to point out that, under 
the scheme, incoming travellers 
would be provided with immedi-
ate support in case of medical and 
other challenges.

There was no solid ‘proof’ that 
setting up an insurance arrange-
ment is expected to increase the 
number of tourists although there 
was a possibility of that improving 
revenue collection.

In the circumstances, it sounded 
ironic that policy makers give an 
impression that the measure will 
indeed increase the number of 
tourists, as if their being assured 
of local health care is a routine de-
mand on the part of major travel 
agents.

In like manner, the way this 
arrangement would be adminis-
tered looked like a plus when it 
was given out although it would 
have been more reassuring were 
it designed as a public-private ar-
rangement with a private insurer 
– for instance linked with travel 
agencies.

The idea that the local man-
ner in which insurance claims 
demands or claims work will be 
put to work in this instance will 
be unconvincing for travel agents, 
who at least need to be sure that 
the terms of the suggested deal as 
stated will be efficiently observed 
on the ground.

It seems that there is still some 
work to do with the Treasury, 
ZIC and major stakeholders. Par-
ticipants of a meeting where the 
scheme was announced insisting 
on the need for its being thor-
oughly evaluated by stakeholders 
before it becomes a regulatory re-
quirement.

It is possible that there is some-
thing there that may be practi-
cable, depending on the income 
levels of tourists and how those 
tourists budget their trips. What 
is crucial is for policymakers to 
remember is that the customer is 
ultimately more of “king” than any 
attractions can be.
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Addressing the UN General Assembly, Ambassador Kim Song of North Korea said nuclear weapons are stock-
piled in many countries, including the U.S., yet Pyongyang is the only one facing sanctions: Credit: UN Photo
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By Telesphor Magobe

L
AST week, we briefly looked at the concept and 
practice of the rule of law in Tanzania, which es-
sentially implies the ‘rule of justice’. We quoted 
John Alder in his book “Constitutional and Ad-

ministrative Law (5th Edition, 2005)” who says: “The 
rule of law is not a ‘law’ in itself, but a moral and political 
aspiration that influences our attitude to the law. Thus, 
it is not necessarily a contradiction to say that an Act of 
Parliament, although itself a law, might violate the rule 
of law.”

We then briefly looked at the World Justice Project 
(WJP) Rule of Law Index 2023 report to have an idea of 
how Tanzania fares in the global rule of law outlook and 
saw that the WJP 2023 ranked Tanzania 98th (with the 
overall score of 0.47) out of the 142 surveyed countries 
and jurisdictions. The surveyed countries and jurisdic-
tions were ranked against eight factors that encompass 
the concept of the rule of law, namely constraints on gov-
ernment powers, absence of corruption, open govern-
ment, fundamental rights, order and security, regulatory 
enforcement, civil justice, and criminal justice.

Although in both rankings of 2023 and 2022 Tanzania 
was ranked 98th out of the 142 surveyed countries and 
jurisdictions, it was gaining momentum in the rule of 
law. In 2021, it was ranked 100th with the overall score 
of 0.47 and climbed 1 position from the ranking of 2020. 
This translates into saying that Tanzania has been im-
proving its performance in the rule of law although more 
improvements are still needed in this regard. The overall 
score of 2022 was 0.46, which was a drop of 0.01 from 
the overall score of 2020. Scores ranged from 0-1, with 
1 indicating the strongest adherence to the rule of law, 
according to the WJP 2023 criteria.

Today, I invite you to look at equality before the law. 
In Tanzania, the Constitution is the fundamental law 
and every person in the United Republic of Tanzania is 
subject to it. No person by virtue of his or her position is 
above the Constitution and ordinary laws.

Yet, laypersons may think that high ranking authori-
ties are above the Constitution and ordinary laws and so 
they may break the law if they so wish. This in the eyes of 
the law is obviously flawed.

H.W.R. Wade & C.E. Forsyth in their book “Administra-
tive Law (Eighth Edition, 2000) suggest that “An essential 
part of the rule of law…is a system of rules for preventing 
the abuse of discretionary power…In principle all public 

Every act that affects legal 
rights, duties must be justified’

By Correspondent James Kandoya 

C
ARRYING children on motorbikes is becoming 
a pervasive problem that impacts children in 
various aspects of their lives. It is common to 
see children on motorbikes in the morning and 

evening, especially those at primary school levels.
In fact, the violation of traffic laws by motorcyclists 

contributes to deaths, injuries and other deformities in 
children as passengers. 

Mohamed Haji, a motorcyclist at the Kisima Chumvi 
suburb in Ubungo District, Dar es Salaam Region, is one 
such individual who violates the law by carrying children 
on motorbike without taking precautions.

Haji told The Guardian that most parents hire his mo-
torbike to transport their children to and from school for 
1000/- per trip. He says, as a motorbike rider, he is not 
aware of the law prohibiting children from being carried 
on motorbikes since he has never attended a driving 
course.

“We carry children on our motorbikes; the business is 
risky since children have no protective gears to ensure 
they are not injured in case of road crashes. When chil-
dren fall, the riders enter into conflicts with parents as 
well as traffic officers for violating traffic laws,” he states.

Mwanahawa Bakari, a mother of two, says she hires 
a motorbike for her child due to the long distance her 

Carrying pupils on motorbikes violates  both traffic laws and children's rights

child has to walk to and from school. She 
explains that her numerous household 
duties compel her to request motorbike 
riders to pay a minimum fee of 100/- to 
take her child to school.

“As parents, we need to change our 
mind-set and habits by finding alternative 
ways of transporting our children to and 
from school. I’m sure there are several al-
ternatives to using motorbikes,” she sug-
gests.

According to her, in the event of a 
crash, the child becomes the main vic-
tim since they cannot escape or protect 
themselves.

Sharing her experience, Bakari Sim-
beye explains that currently, most par-
ents hire motorbikes to transport their 
children to and from school for various 
reasons, including the long distance from 
home to school.

Principal Legal Officer at the Traffic 
Police Headquarters, Deus Sokoni, states 
that carrying children on motorcycles is 
a violation of both traffic laws and chil-
dren's rights. 

He emphasizes that one of the interna-
tionally recognized children's rights is the 
right to protection. Sokoni notes that the 
country's traffic laws strictly prohibit chil-
dren from being carried on motorcycles 
to avoid the risk of crashes.

Sokoni said: “The law is clear; children 
under nine years old should not be car-
ried on motorbikes. Parents should stop 
hiring motorbikes to transport their chil-
dren; this will help protect them from 
road crashes.”

If parents refuse to carry their children 
on motorbikes, they will be safe.  he em-
phasizes, calling upon parents to find al-
ternative means of transport children.

According to him, motorbikes are rela-
tively unsafe commercial transport espe-
cially to young children. He said riders are 
also at risk, as their injuries are usually 
severe.

“Without stern measures, children 
remain at risk of fatal or severe injuries, 
which can lead to costly treatments,” he 
added.

Dr Biita Muhanuzi from the Emergency 

Medical Department (EMD) at Muhimbili 
National Hospital (MNH) reveals that mo-
torbike passengers, including children, 
are at risk of suffering brain trauma. 

According to her, brain trauma is one 
of the fatal risks for motorbike riders and 
passengers who do not wear helmets in 
the event of a road crash.

“There are no imported helmets for 
children; this is even putting them at 
greater risk. Children bodies are delicate 
and can suffer severe injuries during 
crashes”, added Dr Muhanuzi, noting that 
head injury is a common cause of death 
and long-term disabilities after motorcy-
cle crashes.

The national referral hospital admits 
between 30 and 50 road crash casualties 
daily, with motorbike crashes accounting 
for 51 percent of all the patients. 

Dr Muhanuzi notes that intracranial 
trauma is the leading injury from motor-
bike crashes, making up 27.9 percent of all 
crash casualties, followed by long-bone 
injuries which stand at 58 percent.

“A person riding a motorbike without 

wearing a helmet is likely to suffer intrac-
ranial injuries in a road crash—the disease 
is particularly linked with brain trauma. 
Patients experiencing such kind of inju-
ries go through mental confusion, a situ-
ation which may cause mental illness,” he 
told The Guardian.

The brain drives all activities in the hu-
man body. Once it's disturbed, a person’s 
judgment ability drops to zero. The brain 
must be protected by wearing helmets 
to reduce intracranial trauma or internal 
bleeding, which often causes permanent 
disabilities.

Dr Muhanuzi calls for concerted efforts 
from stakeholders to increase awareness 
on medical risks associated with motor-
bike injuries as well as failure to wear 
helmets. 

Motorbikes lead the way in contribut-
ing to road crashes, accounting for 51 per-
cent and putting more children at high 
risk. Other contributors include regular 
cars (27 percent), commuter buses (9 
percent), bicycles (5 percent), tri-cycles (3 
percent) and long trucks (6 percent).

authorities should be subject to all normal legal duties 
and liabilities which are not inconsistent with their gov-
ernmental functions.”

A few days ago I was listening to a morning local radio 
programme and there was an officer who was responding 
to questions related to road traffic safety. The questions 
were posed by listeners. One of the questions concerned 
traffic lights and the officer explained that the red light 
indicated “stop”, while the green light indicated “go”. He 
said when it is unsafe even if the light turns green a mo-
torist shouldn’t drive because he or she may cause a road 
accident. Then, the officer spoke of the route of Dar es 

Salaam Rapid Transport (DART) and said although the 
routes were specifically for DART vehicles during emer-
gency cases “the law can be broken under certain circum-
stances”.

The officer mentioned the circumstances under which 
“the law can be broken” and said when used by a motor-
cade, an army or security force vehicle, a fire brigade 
vehicle and an ambulance. Although the officer used the 
expression “can break the law” what he meant was that 
such vehicles might use the DART routes out of necessity, 
but they are exclusively for DART vehicles.

In this case, other users of those routes under those circum-

stances “don’t break the law”, but it is only 
that the law provides for emergency use of 
any road or route. It is unlawful to “break 
the law” and when a law is broken there 
are sanctions for it. The law’s distinguishing 
character from other rules is its normativity. 
In this sense, laws prescribe what subjects 
may do, are allowed or are entitled to do 
(permissive laws), what they must not do or 
are prohibited to do (prohibitive laws) and 
what they shall do, must do or are obliged to 
do (directive laws).

Therefore, a motorcade, an army vehicle, 
a fire brigade vehicle or an ambulance may 
use the DART route out of necessity and this 
use of the road or route does not break the 
law because the law provides for it. Thus, 
laypersons should understand that no per-
son in the United Republic of Tanzania is 
above the Constitution or law or is permit-
ted to break the law by virtue of his or posi-
tion. It is only in the case of emergency that 
the law provides for an exceptional use of 
the road or route and this is not the same as 
breaking the law. 

H.W.R. Wade & C.E. Forsyth put it this way: 
“Every act of governmental power – every 
act which affects the legal rights, duties or 
liberties of any person, must be shown to 
have a strictly legal pedigree.” However, ar-
bitrary use of a public road or specific route 
is breaking the law per se.

Today’s legal maxim: “An act itself does 
not make a person guilty, unless there be 
guilty intention.”

	 •	 The author is a Dar es 
Salaam-based lawyer. He can be reached at 
t22magobe@gmail.com
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By William Dutton and Luna Rohland

L
AST week, one of the largest IT outages in his-
tory disrupted businesses and governments 
around the world.

The incident, which affected 8.5 million Mi-
crosoft Windows devices, led to widespread disruptions 
of airlines, banks, broadcasters, healthcare providers, re-
tail payment terminals and cash machines globally. The 
cost of the outage is estimated to top $1 billion.

What caused the outage
The disruption was caused by a flawed update to a 

cloud-based security software of CrowdStrike, one of 
the global top cybersecurity companies. The update to 
the Falcon software triggered a malfunction that disa-
bled parts of the computer systems and software like Mi-
crosoft Windows. Three days after the incident, Crowd-
Strike reported that a significant number of the devices 
are back online and operational.

Why we need cyber resilience
As the stories of the disastrous consequences of the 

incident are making the headlines, there is a major les-
son to be learned from the outage: we need to prepare 
for such incidents in ways that we can maintain the resil-
ience of our businesses and services. Whether caused by 
the intentional actions of an adversary or the innocent 
mistakes of well-intentioned actors, businesses and gov-
ernments need to be resilient to cyberattacks and other 
cyber failures that can lead to major disruptions of busi-
ness processes.

The incident highlights the need to shift our percep-
tion of cybersecurity from a mere IT issue to the broader 
concept of cyber resilience as an integral part of busi-
ness resilience. In the face of a cyberattack, businesses 
should be able to recover fast from an incident and re-
sume business as usual.

To be cyber resilient, organizations need to first and 
foremost identify business-critical processes and ensure 
the continuity of those even during cyber incidents. This 
has to involve continuous conversations with business 
leadership to ensure alignment with the overall business 
strategy while conducting real-time prioritization.

The ecosystem view
The July outage should also nudge us to think beyond 

cyber and business resilience and look at the big picture: 
systemic resilience. As cyber threats become more ad-
vanced, businesses increasingly rely on a few sophisti-
cated security software providers. This reliance creates 
a single point of failure, where a flaw in one system can 
lead to global cascading effects. Balancing centralized, 
highly protected architectures with decentralized, low-
er-impact systems is a difficult challenge.

Enhancing cyber resilience
Advances in cybersecurity can prevent many disrup-

tions, but when adversaries do succeed or accidental 
cyber failures happen, organizations need to make use 

featureS

temize experience on cyber resilience tradecrafts that 
matter.

As online and cyber infrastructures become ever 
more complex, interconnected and central to all sectors 
of business and society, the importance of cyber resil-
ience will only continue to rise.

Global IT outage: The cyber resilience 
alarm bells heard all around the world

of a toolbox of methods to be able to detect, withstand, 
and recover business-as-usual operations as rapidly as 
possible.

The World Economic Forum’s Centre for Cybersecuri-
ty is collaborating with the University of Oxford’s Global 
Cyber Security Capacity Centre (GCSCC) on a blueprint 

(Cyber Resilience Blueprint Initiative) — or compass — to 
support organizations across industries to advance their 
cyber resilience.

 The initiative is bringing together cybersecurity lead-
ers from across the world to develop a common under-
standing of business cyber resilience and collect and sys-

People stand near the blacked-out digital billboards at Times Square following a global IT outage, in New York City, U.S. July 19, 2024.

By Soutik Biswas

ONCE upon a time, the vulture 
was an abundant and ubiquitous 
bird in India.

The scavenging birds hovered 
over sprawling landfills, looking for 
cattle carcasses. Sometimes they 
would alarm pilots by getting sucked 
into jet engines during airport take-
offs.

But more than two decades ago, 
India’s vultures began dying because 
of a drug used to treat sick cows.

By the mid-1990s, the 50 million-
strong vulture population had 
plummeted to near zero because 
of diclofenac, a cheap non-steroidal 
painkiller for cattle that is fatal to 
vultures. Birds that fed on carcasses 
of livestock treated with the drug suf-
fered from kidney failure and died.

Since the 2006 ban on veterinary 
use of diclofenac, the decline has 
slowed in some areas, but at least 
three species have suffered long-
term losses of 91-98 percent, accord-
ing to the latest State of India's Birds 

report.
And that’s not all, according to a 

new peer-reviewed study. The unin-
tentional decimation of these heavy, 
scavenging birds allowed deadly bac-
teria and infections to proliferate, 
leading to the deaths of about half a 
million people over five years, says 
the study published in the American 
Economic Association journal.

“Vultures are considered nature’s 
sanitation service because of the im-
portant role they play in removing 
dead animals that contain bacteria 
and pathogens from our environ-
ment - without them, disease can 
spread,” says the study’s co-author, 
Eyal Frank, an assistant professor at 
University of Chicago's Harris School 
of Public Policy.

“Understanding the role vultures 
play in human health underscores 
the importance of protecting wild-
life, and not just the cute and cuddly. 
They all have a job to do in our eco-
systems that impact our lives.”

Frank and his co-author Anant 
Sudarshan compared human death 

How decline of Indian vultures led to 500,000 human deaths
rates in Indian districts that once thrived with 
vultures to those with historically low vulture 
populations, both before and after the vulture 
collapse. They also examined rabies vaccine 
sales, feral dog counts and pathogen levels in 
the water supply.

They found that after anti-inflammatory drug 
sales had risen and vulture populations had col-
lapsed, human death rates increased by more 
than 4 percent in districts where the birds once 
thrived.

The researchers also found that the effect was 
greatest in urban areas with large livestock pop-
ulations where carcass dumps were common.

The authors estimated that between 2000 
and 2005, the loss of vultures caused around 
100,000 additional human deaths annually, re-
sulting in more than $69bn (£53bn) per year in 
mortality damages or the economic costs asso-
ciated with premature deaths.

These deaths were due to the spread of dis-
ease and bacteria that vultures would have oth-
erwise removed from the environment.

For example, without vultures, the stray dog 
population increased, bringing rabies to hu-
mans.

Rabies vaccine sales rose during that time but 
were insufficient. Unlike vultures, dogs were in-

effective at cleaning rotting remains, leading to 
bacteria and pathogens spreading into drinking 
water through runoff and poor disposal meth-
ods. Faecal bacteria in the water more than 
doubled.

“The vulture collapse in India provides a partic-
ularly stark example of the type of hard-to-reverse 
and unpredictable costs to humans that can come 
from the loss of a species,” says Sudarshan, an as-
sociate professor at the University of Warwick and 
co-author of the study.

“In this case, new chemicals were to blame, 
but other human activities - habitat loss, wildlife 
trade, and now climate change - have an impact 
on animals and, in turn, on us. It’s important to 
understand these costs and target resources and 
regulations towards preserving especially these 
keystone species.”

Of the vulture species in India, the white-
rumped vulture, Indian vulture and red-headed 
vulture have suffered the most significant long-
term declines since the early 2000s, with popu-
lations dropping by 98%, 95% and 91 percent, 
respectively. The Egyptian vulture and the migra-
tory griffon vulture have also declined signifi-
cantly, but less catastrophically.

The 2019 livestock census in India recorded 
more than 500 million animals, the highest in 

the world. Vultures, highly efficient scavengers, 
were historically relied upon by farmers to swiftly 
remove livestock carcasses. The decline of vul-
tures in India is the fastest ever recorded for a bird 
species and the largest since the passenger pi-
geon’s extinction in the US, according to research-
ers.

India’s remaining vulture populations are now 
concentrated around protected areas where their 
diet consists more of dead wildlife than potential-
ly contaminated livestock, according to the State 
of Indian Birds report. These continuing declines 
suggest "ongoing threats for vultures, which is of 
particular concern given that vulture declines 
have negatively affected human well-being".

Experts warn that veterinary drugs still pose a 
major threat to vultures. The dwindling availabil-
ity of carcasses, due to increased burial and com-
petition from feral dogs, exacerbates the problem. 
Quarrying and mining can disrupt nesting habi-
tats for some vulture species.

Will the vultures come back? It is difficult to say, 
though there are some promising signs. Last year, 
20 vultures - bred in captivity and fitted with 
satellite tags and rescued - were released from 
a tiger reserve in West Bengal. More than 300 
vultures were recorded in the recent survey in 
southern India. But more action is required.
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N
DOUMALE Village in 
south Cameroon used to 
remind people of virtu-
ally everything except for 

development.
Located on the outskirts of the 

seaside resort city of Kribi, the 
once-inaccessible village now 
boosts revival thanks to the imple-
mentation of China-Africa coopera-
tion projects.

The village's transformation be-
gan in 2011 when China Harbour 
Engineering Company Ltd. (CHEC), 
a Chinese firm, began building the 
first phase of Kribi Deep Seaport 
about 25 km from the village.

At the same time, Chinese con-
struction company CGCOC Cam-
eroon Ltd. set out to construct a 
drinking water treatment plant 
and related supporting facilities 
in Ndoumale, which can produce 
7,000 cubic meters of water per 
day.

Upon completion of the infra-
structure, a new world of possibili-
ties opened up, breathing new life 
into the village, which is inhabited 
by about 600 residents.

To reach Ndoumale, one had to 
trek for at least two hours through 
a bumpy dirt track.

"It was a watercourse which did 
not have a bridge. There was no 
road," said Henri Bikouo, the tradi-
tional leader of the village.

Things are different now. As part 
of its corporate social responsibili-
ty, CHEC has constructed roads and 
bridges in the village.

"Road to riches because it has 
opened us up to the world. We now 
buy goods from other places and 
more people are relocating and 
constructing buildings in our vil-
lage," said 63-year-old Jean Edjanle, 
a resident of the village.

The road network extended to 
Bagyeli locality of pygmies, an in-
digenous ethnic group.

"Sometimes we crossed in a ca-
noe to go to school, but now we go 
by road. It's good for us," said Marie 
Belle Ndabouane, wife of the leader 
of Bagyeli.

In Ndoumale, children had to 
trek for nine km to find the nearest 
school because there was no learn-
ing institution in the village, said 
Bikouo, whose six children almost 
dropped out of school as a result 
of the risk and cost involved in the 
long journey.

A 10-year-old Brian Mengue who 

China-Africa cooperation helps  revitalise Cameroonian villages

By Guardian Reporter

W
ITH the view to cre-
ating jobs for young 
people in the country, 
a local company, Sa-

hara Ventures, yesterday launched 
an innovative programme dubbed 
Founders’ School which is dedicated 
to nurturing and empowering aspir-
ing entrepreneurs. 

The skills enhancement pro-
gramme aims to provide a com-
prehensive mentoring programme 
designed to equip founders with the 
essential skills, knowledge, and re-
sources needed to build, scale, and 
sustain successful startups.

Sahara Ventures Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO), Jumanne Mtambalike, 
said during the launch of the pro-
gramme in Dar es Salaam that with a 
focus on practical, hands-on learning, 
the platform offers various modules 
covering critical aspects of entrepre-
neurship, including business financ-
ing, strategic partnerships, market-
ing, and intellectual property. 

“By fostering a community of life-
long learners and change-makers, 
Founders School aims to drive in-
novation, solve global problems, and 
contribute positively to society, align-
ing with Sahara Ventures' mission to 
catalyze a cultural shift towards entre-
preneurship and economic growth,” 
he added.

He noted that the mission of the 
programme is to empower future 
generations with the skills needed to 
succeed in the 21st-century job mar-
ket by investing in both employability 

news/feature

installation of solar panels in the locality. Ndabouane, 
the wife of the leader of Bagyeli, said that their lives 
have been transformed since CHEC installed the solar 
panels.

"We use it (light) in the kitchen. If you want to prepare 
you turn it on... and the light can last until the morning 
and that's good. When children go to school, they will 
turn on the light. This will also help them to be wise and 
intelligent in school," Ndabouane said.

Bikouo, the traditional leader of Ndoumale Village, is 
proud of the village's transformation. The 58-year-old 
said that it was his dream to lift his community out of 
poverty and achieve prosperity, and that dream is be-
coming a reality thanks to China-Africa cooperation.

"We trust them (Chinese) and want to support them 
in all their projects," said Bikouo.

and entrepreneurship.
“The vision of Founders School is 

to create a system where everyone 
gains the skills and ability to develop 
innovative ideas, launch businesses, 
and grow ventures that can positively 
impact society. It also aims to create 
a community of lifelong learners who 
can adapt to the digital age,” he said.

He thus urged youth from all walks 
of life, parents, and guardians to make 
the most of the opportunity to turn 
innovative ideas into feasible busi-
nesses and in the process come up 
with more local solutions to the vari-
ous challenges in the community.    

For her part, Helena Isdory, an as-
piring founder from Dar es Salaam 
who stands to benefit from the pro-
gramme said that it has been a long 
time coming.

Aspiring entrepreneurs are those 
looking to start new businesses or 
with existing business plans who 
want to enhance their skills and ac-
cording to Isdory, it is a rarity in the 
country to find proper guidance 
to help enhance one’s business, let 
alone morph an idea into a product 
or a business.

“The programme will be of great 
benefit to young people in the coun-
try, both aspiring or established en-
trepreneurs, as it is already known, 
getting employment at the moment 
is a serious challenge among the 
youth,” she said.

Ramadhan Mapera, an intern 
studying at the University of Dodoma 
(UDOM), said that he was interested 
in the programme when he first 
heard about it.

and application for the first cohort 
closes on August 4, this year.

“As a continuing student with aspi-
rations to establish my own business 
in the future, I believe I will get to 

hone entrepreneurial skills through 
the programme,” he said.

Founders’ School Programme 

Lead, Ismail Adam, said during the 
launch that the programme will be 
run on a 12-week basis (3 months), 

wants to become a medical doctor was busy attending 
classes with his friends at Ndoumale Nursery and Pri-
mary School.

The six-classroom building used to house CGCOC 
Chinese workers constructing the water plant, but 
when they left after completing the project, the build-
ing was transformed into a school.

It is the lone primary school in the village and it has 
been functioning for three years.

"Before, the children could not go to school, but now 
everyone attends school since it’s close (to them)," said 
26-year-old Louise Njole Edjenguele, head of the school.

"School gives a good future, makes you think. I am 
happy because we have the school here," added Men-
gue, the pupil.

When night falls in Ndoumale, solar lamps are 

switched on to illuminate Ndoumale Nursery and Pri-
mary School, which now also serves as ceremonial 
premises in the village. The solar lamps were provid-
ed by CHEC to ease the education of the children and 
night activities in the village.

"Next year's enrollment in the school will surely in-
crease thanks to the light," said Edjenguele.

When it was 6:30 p.m., villagers gathered in one of 
the classrooms to listen and watch CHEC workers talk 
about road safety measures on a major highway that 
CHEC constructed a few kilometers from the village. 
The villagers cheered with excitement as the solar 
lamps were switched on.

"This is so wonderful. We are blessed," shouted one of 
the villagers in the hall.

In Bagyeli, pygmies danced in gaily to welcome the 

Programme out to promote
youth entrepreneurial skills

Sahara Accelerator Head of Programmes, Necta Richard, addresses the media during the launch of Founders’ School. Left is the 
Programme Lead, Ismail Adam, and right is Sahara Ventures CEO Jumanne Mtambalike. Photo: Guardian Correspondent.
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In this Puzzle you have no clues, only a list of words 
that all fit into the grid. The Guardian have given you 
a head start. 
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Yesterday’s solution

Symbol of Ne 
growth of hair on a chin 
Increased 
region in India with blacks 
an arbitrary command
flat and smooth 
Topics 

Down: 
used to lock and unlock doors
confessed openly 
very large 
express warm approval of 
final 
fuss or difficulty
a number of miles travelled
a level of quality or attainment 
eat dinner 
relates to mountains
the flat cutting edge of a knife
‘let it be so’
a conscious or intentional action
the darker stage of twilight 

15
17
18
21
22
23
24

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
11
16
17
18
19
20

Across: 
1. Chief city of Uganda 
9.  at anytime 
10.a person who is addicted 
12.a Hindu spiritual  13. Land 
14. a blouse or bodice in US 

T
A
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ATLA
RALT

ROLIAS
ECIFFO
DEDEEH
ADTUG

24

23

22

21201918

17

161514

1312

11109

87654321

TLATEMLLEB
ODUEB
NIKAREBMA
SECNADLAES

LIAMECA
TKCOTTAMB
SGNINAEM
ELOSNOMELO
RWOCSOM

By A Special Correspondent 

A
ROUND 733 million people faced hunger in 2023, 
equivalent to one in eleven people globally and 
one in five in Africa, according to the latest State 
of Food Security and Nutrition in the World 

(SOFI) report published today by five United Nations spe-
cialized agencies.

The annual report, launched this year in the context of 
the G20 Global Alliance against Hunger and Poverty Task 
Force Ministerial Meeting in Brazil, warns that the world is 
falling significantly short of achieving Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal (SDG) 2, Zero Hunger, by 2030.  The report 
shows that the world has been set back 15 years, with levels 
of undernourishment comparable to those in 2008-2009.

Despite some progress in specific areas such as stunting 
and exclusive breastfeeding, an alarming number of people 
continue to face food insecurity and malnutrition as global 
hunger levels have plateaued for three consecutive years, 
with between 713 and 757 million people undernourished 
in 2023—approximately 152 million more than in 2019 
when considering the mid-range (733 million).

Regional trends vary significantly: the percentage of the 
population facing hunger continues to rise in Africa (20.4 
percent), remains stable in Asia (8.1 percent)—though still 
representing a significant challenge as the region is home 
to more than half of those facing hunger worldwide —and 
shows progress in Latin America (6.2 percent). From 2022 
to 2023, hunger increased in Western Asia, the Caribbean, 
and most African sub-regions.

If current trends continue, about 582 million people will 
be chronically undernourished in 2030, half of them in 
Africa, warn the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO), the International Fund for Agricul-
tural Development (IFAD), the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), the UN World Food Programme (WFP), 
and the World Health Organization (WHO). This projection 
closely resembles the levels seen in 2015 when the Sustain-
able Development Goals were adopted, marking a concern-
ing stagnation in progress.

Key findings beyond hunger
The report highlights that access to adequate food re-

mains elusive for billions. In 2023, around 2.33 billion peo-
ple globally faced moderate or severe food insecurity, a 
number that has not changed significantly since the sharp 
upturn in 2020, amid the COVID-19 pandemic. Among 
those, over 864 million people experienced severe food 
insecurity, going without food for an entire day or more at 
times. This number has remained stubbornly high since 
2020 and while Latin America shows improvement, broad-
er challenges persist, especially in Africa where 58 percent 
of the population is moderately or severely food insecure.

The lack of economic access to healthy diets also re-
mains a critical issue, affecting over one-third of the global 
population. With new food price data and methodological 
improvements, the publication reveals that over 2.8 bil-
lion people were unable to afford a healthy diet in 2022. 
This disparity is most pronounced in low-income coun-
tries, where 71.5 percent of the population cannot afford 

Hunger numbers stubbornly high for three 
consecutive years with global crises deeper

indicate.
Food insecurity and malnutrition are worsening due to 

a combination of factors, including persisting food price 
inflation that continues to erode economic gains for many 
people in many countries. Major drivers like conflict, cli-
mate change, and economic downturns are becoming 
more frequent and severe. These issues, along with under-
lying factors such as unaffordable healthy diets, unhealthy 
food environments and persistent inequality, are now co-
inciding simultaneously, amplifying their individual effects.

Financing to end hunger
This year’s report’s theme “Financing to end hunger, 

food insecurity and all forms of malnutrition’’, emphasizes 
that achieving SDG 2 Zero Hunger requires a multi-faceted 
approach, including transforming and strengthening ag-
rifood systems, addressing inequalities, and ensuring af-
fordable and accessible healthy diets for all. It calls for in-
creased and more cost-effective financing, with a clear and 
standardized definition of financing for food security and 
nutrition. The heads of the five UN agencies, FAO Director-
General QU Dongyu; IFAD President Alvaro Lario; UNICEF 
Executive Director Catherine Russell; WFP’s Executive 
Director Cindy McCain; and WHO Director-General Dr. 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus write in the report’s Fore-
word: “Estimating the gap in financing for food security 
and nutrition and mobilizing innovative ways of financing 
to bridge it must be among our top priorities. 

Policies, legislation and interventions to end hunger and 
ensure all people have access to safe, nutritious and suf-
ficient food (SDG Target 2.1), and to end all forms of mal-
nutrition (SDG Target 2.2) need significant resource mobi-
lization. They are not only an investment in the future, but 
our obligation. We strive to guarantee the right to adequate 
food and nutrition of current and future generations”.

As highlighted during a recent event in the High-Level 
Political Forum at UN headquarters in New York, the report 
underscores that the looming financing gap necessitates 
innovative, equitable solutions, particularly for countries 
facing high levels of hunger and malnutrition exacerbated 
by climate impacts.

Countries most in need of increased financing face sig-
nificant challenges in access. Among the 119 low- and mid-
dle-income countries analyzed, approximately 63 percent 
have limited or moderate access to financing. Additionally, 
the majority of these countries (74 percent) are impacted 
by one or more major factors contributing to food insecu-
rity and malnutrition. Coordinated efforts to harmonize 
data, increase risk tolerance, and enhance transparency 
are vital to bridge this gap and strengthen global food secu-
rity and nutrition frameworks.

What they said
FAO Director-General, QU Dongyu said: “Transforming 

agri-food systems is more critical than 
ever as we face the urgency of achiev-
ing the SDGs within six short years. 
FAO remains committed to support-
ing countries in their efforts to eradi-
cate hunger and ensure food security 
for all. We will work together with all 
partners and with all approaches, 
including the G20 Global Alliance 
against Hunger and Poverty, to accel-
erate the needed change. Together, we 
must innovate and collaborate to build 
more efficient, inclusive, resilient, and 
sustainable agri-food systems that can 
better withstand future challenges for 
a better world.”

 “The fastest route out of hunger 
and poverty is proven to be through 
investments in agriculture in rural ar-
eas. But the global and financial land-
scape has become far more complex 
since the Sustainable Development 
Goals were adopted in 2015. Ending 
hunger and malnutrition demands 
that we invest more – and more 
smartly.  We must bring new money 
into the system from the private sec-
tor and recapture the pandemic-era 
appetite for ambitious global financial 
reform that gets cheaper financing to 
the countries that need it most”, IFAD 
President, Alvaro Lario stated.

UNICEF Executive Director, Cath-
erine Russel said: “Malnutrition affects 
a child’s survival, physical growth, and 
brain development. Global child stunt-
ing rates have dropped by one third, 
or 55 million, in the last two decades, 
showing that investments in maternal 
and child nutrition pay off. Yet glob-
ally, one in four children under the age 
of five suffers from under nutrition, 
which can lead to long-term damage. 
We must urgently step-up financing to 
end child malnutrition. The world can 
and must do it. It is not only a moral 
imperative but also a sound invest-
ment in the future.”

WFP Executive Director, Cindy Mc-
Cain said a future free from hunger is 
possible if we can rally the resources 
and the political will needed to invest 
in proven long-term solutions. 

“I call on G20 leaders to follow Bra-
zil’s example and prioritize ambitious 
global action on hunger and poverty. 
“We have the technologies and know-
how to end food insecurity – but we 
urgently need the funds to invest in 
them at scale. WFP is ready to step up 
our collaboration with governments 
and partners to tackle the root causes 
of hunger, strengthen social safety 
nets and support sustainable devel-
opment so every family can live in 
dignity”, added McCain.

WHO Director-General, Dr 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
noted that:  “The progress we have 
made on reducing stunting and 
improving exclusive breastfeeding 
shows that the challenges we face 
are not insurmountable. We must 
use those gains as motivation to al-
leviate the suffering that millions of 
people around the world endure 
every day from hunger, food inse-
curity, unhealthy diets and malnu-
trition. The substantial investment 
required in healthy, safe and sustain-
ably produced food is far less than the 
costs to economies and societies if we 
do nothing.”

a healthy diet, compared to 6.3 percent in high-income countries. Notably, the 
number dropped below pre-pandemic levels in Asia and in Northern America 
and Europe, while it increased substantially in Africa.

While progress has been made in increasing exclusive breastfeeding rates 
among infants to 48 percent, achieving global nutrition targets will be a chal-
lenge. Low birth weight prevalence has stagnated around 15 percent, and stunt-
ing among children under five, while declining to 22.3 percent, still falls short 
of achieving targets. Additionally, the prevalence of wasting among children has 
not seen significant improvement while anaemia in women aged 15 to 49 years 
has increased.

Similarly, new estimates of adult obesity show a steady increase over the 
last decade, from 12.1 percent (2012) to 15.8 percent (2022). Projections indicate 
that by 2030, the world will have more than 1.2 billion obese adults. The dou-
ble burden of malnutrition – the co-existence of under nutrition together with 
overweight and obesity – has also surged globally across all age groups. Thinness 
and underweight have declined in the last two decades, while obesity has risen 
sharply. These trends underscore the complex challenges of malnutrition in all 
its forms and the urgent need for targeted interventions as the world is not on 
track to reach any of the seven global nutrition targets by 2030, the five agencies 
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 By Guardian Corre-
spondent, Morogoro

THE Tanzania Agricul-
tural Research Institute 
and the Tanzania Cotton 
Board (TCB) are jointly 
implementing a strategic 
initiative targeting to pro-
mote cultivation of cotton 
in Morogoro region.

The development which 
has already fetched prom-
ising results surfaced fol-
lowing research to prove 
that presence of friendly 
weather and soil for the 
production of cotton in Ul-
anga district of the region 
mapped in the country’s 
eastern zone.

The strategy, which is 
part of implementation 
of  Cotton Victoria Project 
(CVP), gears to transform 
the area into the country’s 
best cotton hub and have 
so far impacted over 600 
farmers in the area.

Speaking recently dur-
ing staging of a special 
farmer field day (FFD) 
held at Lupilo village with-
in the district in question, 
TCB acting director, James 
Shimbe said the farmers 
in the area have demon-
strated high spirit to adopt 
growing the economic 
cash crop.

“We have been very 
impressed with the man-
ner to which majority of 
farmers here have started 
to grow cotton, triggered 
by the inception of this 
project which runs under 
funds from the govern-

 By Guardian Reporter

ST A K E H O L D -
ERS of the Dar 
es Salaam Stock 
Exchange (DSE) 

listed Tanzania Brewer-
ies Public Limited Com-
pany (TBL) are expected 
to pocket 537/- per share 
or 158.4bn/- in dividends 
for 2023, an increase of 
85 percent over the prior 
year.

This was announced 
during the company’s 51st 
Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) held yesterday at 
the Julius Nyerere Interna-
tional Convention Centre.

The AGM, attended by 
various stakeholders, cov-
ered the growth and de-
velopment of TBL and the 
entire group, as well as the 
challenges faced over the 
past year. 

Board Chairman Leon-
ard Mususa, said, “We are 
proud to announce that 
despite the challenging 
operating conditions of 
2023, including global geo-
political tensions and local 
excise duty hikes, we dem-
onstrated resilient growth 
and delivered significant 
value to our sharehold-
ers”. 

“Our steadfast execu-
tion of strategic initiatives 
and the market’s confi-
dence in our diverse port-
folio of brands resulted 
in a notable increase in 
revenue, enabling us to 
approve and distribute 
a dividend of 537/- per 
share—an impressive 85 
percent increase over  
the previous year. This 
accomplishment under-
scores our commitment to 
creating long-term value 
for our shareholders and 
reinforces our position as 
one of the nation’s leading 
contributors to economic 
growth,” he said.

Furthermore, the AGM 
involved the approval of 
the appointment of Price-
waterhouseCoopers as 
the external auditors for 
the upcoming financial 

BUSINESS TBL shareholders 
to land 158.4bn/- 
in 2023 dividend

Initiative launched to bolster cotton 
production across Morogoro Region 

Tanzania Cotton Board  acting director James Shimbe: Photo: Guardian Correspondent

TBL Board Chairman Leonard Mususa addresses shareholders during the 51st Annual General Meeting held in Dar es Salaam 
yesterday. Left is company secretary Esther Kuja and right is board member Phocus Lasway. Photo: Guardian Correspondent

have help to attract more 
farmers in the area to opt 
growing the crop ever be-
fore, signaling the good 
future of production of the 
crop in the area.

And he added, the pro-
ject plans to establish a 
good number of demo 
plots to help extensional 
officers to practically dis-
seminating the farmers 
with the recommend prac-
tices for the cultivation of 
the crop.

He thanked the govern-
ment of Brazil for bank-
rolling the project, as well 
as all other involving stake-
holders from within and 
outside the country, say-
ing the centre will stand 
at forefront to ensure for 
targeted results.

Speaking for his part, 
Thomas Tiluhongelwa, 
the project focal point for 
the Cotton Victoria Project 
said the farmers in the re-
gion are now realizing up 
to 2000kgs.

“After being introduced 
to the new planting space 
through the project, the 
farmers are currently 
managing to harvest up 
to 2000kg, the impressive 
records which keep on at-
tracting more farmers to 
venture into cotton pro-
duction,” he briefed.

Adelina Mhonga, one of 
the project’s beneficiary 
farmers in the region said 
the project has assisted 
them to elevate their pro-
duction and productivity 
into brighter future.

ment of Brazil in partner-
ship with TARI Ukiriguru,” 
he expressed.

He ensures that the 
state-owned board will 
continue working in sync 
with TARI to elevate pro-
duction of the crop within 
all eleven regions in Tan-
zania with potential for 
growing it.

Detailing over the ini-
tiative, Dr Paul Saidia, the 
project director who dou-
bles as director for TARI 

Ukiriguru Centre said the 
project is training  the 
farmers to adhere to ten 
recommended principles 
needed for professional 
cultivation of cotton.

“Among the best ag-
ronomic practices we’re 
training the farmers here 
include how to man-
age soil fertilisation, new 
planting spaces, as well 
as management of cotton 
plants, from planning to 
harvesting,” he briefed.

For instance, he said 
the project has trained 
the farmers to adopt new 
planting spaces of 90 cen-
timeters from row to row, 
and 30 cm from from hole 
to hole, bringing the num-
ber of cotton plants to at 
least 44, 444 per acre.

“Through new planting 
spaces, the farmers are 
now managing to harvest 
bumper,” he added.

He said introduction of 
the new planting spaces 

A construction worker on duty. File Photo

 By Gary Fischer

LOOKING out from the mezzanine, I 
had a bird’s eye view of the factory floor. 
This tends to be my habit when visiting 
a worksite; find a high place that allows 
honest observation of the craft and ac-
tivity onsite.

Why do I say honest? My experience 
is that when craft workers see ‘manage-
ment’ wandering around a job site, they 
feel the need to ‘look busy.’ So, instead of 
standing around shooting the breeze or 
texting, they tend to pick something up 
and start ‘looking busy’ when they feel 
they are being observed.

We were very fortunate to be invited 
by a major automaker to see how they 
assemble trucks. Looking out over the 
floor was a sight to behold. Robots 
were welding, gluing and rhythmically 
installing components precisely on 
truck frames. Workers were in a similar 
rhythm as the next truck body appeared 
at their station.

But something in particular took our 
attention; we watched the workers and 
noticed that no one looked like they 
were working particularly hard (rush-
ing through things, busy all the time). In 
fact, some even had time between tasks 
to check their phone for texts and joke 
with co-workers.

I asked the Plant Manager if they could 
get more work done by giving those peo-
ple more to do. I will never forget his 
reaction to my question – he looked at 
me like I was from another planet and 
emphatically said “NO. It doesn’t matter. 
What matters is rolling one quality truck 
off the line every minute.”

I was a bit stunned. At our job sites, we 
watch craft productivity closely. Metrics 
are tracked per crew and rolled up for 
the whole job site. We believe that good 
craft productivity is essential to com-
pleting a project on cost and schedule.

So, why would a successful major au-
tomaker see it so differently? Maybe we 
are wrong. Maybe it’s due to the fact that 
automotive factories are machine-paced 
while construction projects are still hu-
man-paced. Still, they didn’t seem to be 
focused on making every machine work 
as hard as possible.

The global engineering and construc-
tion industry is obsessed with worker 
productivity (both knowledge and craft 
workers) driven by the belief that there 
is a direct relationship to project perfor-
mance results.

Typically for our industry, hours (e.g., 
labor and construction equipment) are 
segregated in cost estimates and reports 
because many believe after procuring or 
contracting the work, hours are the only 
thing that can be improved. 

This drives many decisions, including 
establishing goals, strategies and meas-
urements to drive craft productivity im-
provement. There is certainly nothing 
wrong with trying to become more pro-
ductive, but the interpretation of what 
‘more productive’ means and how to 
make it happen can have some serious 
negative unintended consequences.

For the most part, the industry relates 
productivity improvement efforts with 
making individual crews get more done 
in less time for each task performed. 
Some may also argue that it is not only 
about labor productivity, but is also 
about equipment productivity such as 
cranes or earth moving equipment.

Many opt to keep crews busy all the 
time working on what work is available 
to avoid crews being idle, and in so do-
ing, get them to produce ‘something.’ 
But perhaps, what many in the industry 

may not fully understand is the fact that 
improving labor productivity is not the 
same as improving the productivity of 
the overall project.

As a matter of fact, improving the pro-
ductivity of each crew does not equate 
to improving the productivity of the 
project. But before we go deeper, let’s ex-
amine what productivity really means. 
There are two kinds of productivity, 
and the terms get used interchangeably 
which creates confusion.

Big “P” productivity is how efficiently 
the project produces a finished product 
or productivity of the Project Production 
System, where throughput through this 
system (units over time) should match 
expected demand (like a truck coming 
off the assembly line every minute).

Little “p” productivity is how efficient 
labor is working to complete individual 
tasks, which typically translates into the 
number of man-hours required to pro-
duce a unit of work.

A productivity metric derived directly 
or indirectly from a ratio of actual hours 
it took for a crew to produce a unit of 
work divided by the estimated hours to 
produce that same unit (or the inverse) 
is often used to manage little “p”.

Augmenting that metric is the use of 
time-on-tools studies to see where the 
day goes for craft and what can be done 
to increase time spent doing the work.

There is nothing wrong with taking 
steps to obtain good craft productiv-
ity especially by removing inefficiencies 
from the workday through time-on-tools 
studies such as decreasing the time it 
takes for craft to badge in or the time it 
takes to check in and out small tools.

Productivity of the bottleneck does 
matter (both for manufacturing and 
construction) to increase capacity. In 
other words, improving craft productiv-
ity can enable reduction of staff or doing 
more work.

However, a singular focus on craft 
productivity generates confusion be-
tween keeping the “hands busy” with 
what is needed to achieve good big “P”. 
The reason the little “p” craft productiv-
ity does not equate to the big “P” project 
productivity is found in Operations Sci-
ence. Since idle crews count against the 
productivity measures, supervisors are 
driven to keep folks busy.

If the planned work is blocked for any 
number of reasons such as site avail-
ability, engineering or material issues, or 
construction equipment availability, the 
crews are moved to start something else 
to keep them busy (bear in mind we are 
saying start, not complete something).

Tasks that are viewed as more easily 
done are often prioritized, driving work 
out of sequence. Together, these natu-
ral responses to keep craft productivity 
high drives up significant amounts of 
work-in-process (work started, but not 
fully completed) and work out of se-
quence.

This way of approaching work ex-
ecution has serious unintended con-
sequences to project performance. 
Through an Operations Science lens, we 
understand that excessive work-in-pro-
cess always results in longer cycle times 
which impacts schedule.

While rules of credit are applied to 
work being done (work-in-process) and 
progress calculated based on it may de-
pict good progress (e.g., on time, ahead 
of schedule), project teams are often 
faced with the reality of reaching a high 
percentage of progress while complet-
ing the remaining work takes more time 
than expected.

Unintended consequences
of chasing craft productivity

year ending December 31, 2024, 
highlighting TBL PLC’s unwavering 
dedication to sound financial gov-
ernance and transparency. 

During last year, the company de-
livered another year of consistent 
profitable growth, with revenue in-
creasing by 12 percent and operating 
profit by 4 percent. 

Revenue growth was driven by 
both beer and spirits, with signifi-
cant contributions from the core 
and core-plus segments of the beer 

business and spirits. 
The group says it continues to ex-

ecute its proven commercial strat-
egy and increase sales and market-
ing investments behind its portfolio 
of beer and beyond beer brands to 
deliver consistent growth and long-
term value creation. 

TBL procures over 74 percent of 
its raw materials from within the 
country, directly and indirectly sup-
porting the creation of over a million 
jobs throughout its supply chain. 

These accomplishments have re-
inforced TBL’s status as Tanzania’s 
top employer and manufacturer. 

Financial highlights show TBL 
paid 586bn/- in taxes to the govern-
ment in 2023, compared to 528bn/- 
the year before, solidifying its posi-
tion as one of the nation’s biggest 
taxpayers. 

 The AGM promises to be an in-
sightful event, reflecting on TBL’s 
achievements and setting the stage 
for future success.



By Correspondent James Kandoya

AUTHORITIES in Morogoro Re-
gion have said that plans are un-
derway to ensure that Kilosa and 
Mikumi National Park are connected 
to Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) to 
enable tourists reach the destination 
easily. 

Morogoro Regional Commissioner 
Adam Malima told the Guardian 
newspaper over phone that all the 
preparations were underway to en-
sure tourists get direct access to the 
national park.

He said that the authority has al-
located special land for local inves-
tors to build hotels and lodges near 
Kilosa station to accommodate tour-

ists arriving by a speed train to visit 
Mikumi national park.

Malima said the move goes con-
currently with construction of a road 
(18 kilometres) from Kilosa station to 
the newly established Mikumi Na-
tional park’s gate.

He said all responsible institutions 
work together such as Tanzania Ru-
ral and Urban Roads Agency (TARU-
RA), The Tanzania Wildlife Manage-
ment Authority (TAWA), Tanzania 
Forest Service Agency (TFS), Presi-
dent’s Office, Regional Administra-
tion and Local Government Author-
ity.

“Our target is to complement the 
government’s efforts of promoting 
the country’s tourism through the 

film “The Royal Tour”, “he said.
He said tourists can travel to Ud-

zungwa and Mwalimu Julius Nyerere 
National park in the southern circuit. 

Malima said that the regional au-
thority is in a dialogue with tour 
operators to make Kilosa station the 
tourist terminal for all those who in-

tend to visit regional tourist’s attrac-
tion.

 “SGR is going to be the economic 
backbone of our region in the near 
future. We have sugar cane planta-
tions and massive production of rice. 
All these will be transported by rail 
to reduce congestion in the road 
and as well as transporting costs,” he 
said.

Currently, there is no direct con-
nection from Dar es Salaam to Miku-
mi National Park. However, you can 
take the train to Kisaki then take the 
taxi to Mikumi National Park.

Alternatively, you can drive from 
Dar es Salaam to Mikumi National 
Park in around 5h 16m.

About three years ago, Prime Min-

ister Kassim Majaliwa challenged the 
residents of Kilosa district in Moro-
goro region to embark in real estate 
to   accommodate people using the 
new electric train

The premier said that in his tour to 
inspect the rail tracks, stations and 
electricity infrastructure from Dar 
es Salaam station to Kilosa station 
(about 215 kilometres) 

 He said the operation of a new 
train will come with a number of 
opportunities and called on them to 
tap them to fast track development.

According to the premier, the gov-
ernment decided to invest in the 
construction of SGR to transport 
people and the goods from one des-
tination to the other.
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Kilosa, Mikumi National Park to be connected by SGR

Rwanda to benefit from global 
business outsourcing – report

 KIGALI

Rwanda is poised to sub-
stantially benefit from the 
growing African business 
outsourcing market owing to 
the available untapped pool 
of young talent, according to 
a report by Everest Group, a 
global research firm.

Titled ‘Strategic Horizons: 
Mapping the CXM Outsourc-
ing Landscape for English 
Support in Africa’ the report 
forecasts that at least 1.5 mil-
lion new Business Process 
Outsourcing (BPO) jobs will 
be created in Africa over the 
next six years.

Business process outsourc-
ing (BPO) is a business prac-
tice in which an organisation 
contracts with an external 
service provider to perform 
an essential business func-

tion or task.
Sometimes called the next 

stage of evolution for the 
outsourcing model, GBS can 
be defined as an integrated, 
end-to-end set of capabili-
ties delivered globally to en-
terprise clients by a service 
provider.

The continent’s BPO work-
force is expected to more 
than double by 2030, and 
the surge is fueled by the 
growing demand from glob-
al companies seeking out-
sourced customer service.

“South Africa, Kenya, and 
Egypt are poised to reap 
significant benefits, while 
emerging hubs like Ghana, 
Ethiopia, and Rwanda are 
also positioned for substan-
tial growth,” it reads in part.

Titled ‘Strategic Horizons: 
Mapping the CXM Outsourc-

ing Landscape for English 
Support in Africa’ the report 
forecasts that at least 1.5 mil-
lion new Business Process 
Outsourcing (BPO) jobs will 
be created in Africa over the 
next six years. Business pro-
cess outsourcing (BPO) is a 
business practice in which 
an organisation contracts 
with an external service pro-
vider to perform an essential 
business function or task.

Sometimes called the next 
stage of evolution for the 
outsourcing model, GBS can 
be defined as an integrated, 
end-to-end set of capabili-
ties delivered globally to en-
terprise clients by a service 
provider.

The continent’s BPO work-
force is expected to more 
than double by 2030, and 
the surge is fueled by the 

growing demand from glob-
al companies seeking out-
sourced customer service.

“South Africa, Kenya, and 
Egypt are poised to reap 
significant benefits, while 
emerging hubs like Ghana, 
Ethiopia, and Rwanda are 
also positioned for substan-
tial growth,” it reads in part.

In 2022, Harambee Youth 
Employment Accelerator 
reported that more than 
254,000 youth in Rwanda 
are qualified  for the Global 
Business Service and BPO 
for hire although they are 
among 731,000 out of work 
youth.

With a skilled workforce of 
over 60,000 English-speak-
ing agents as of 2022, com-
petitive salaries, and growing 
physical and ICT infrastruc-
ture, Rwanda’s global servic-

 By Grace Ellis

How do you measure project suc-
cess? For many of us, it’s easy to 
see financials as a leading indicator 
of performance. Is it over or under 
budget? And by how much? As own-

ers and project executives usually are looking 
at high-level metrics, it’s easy for teams to get 
driven purely by money.

In fact, 43 percent of construction 
firms prioritize immediate financial 
goals over organizational resilience. Nev-
ertheless, there are a number of other es-
sential construction KPIs that can signify 
if a project is on track and provide more 
actionable insights into what changes 
need to be made.

Using budget as your primary indica-
tor of performance is a lot like calculat-
ing the calories of a cake to assess its 
healthiness after it’s been baked. While 
it might be an interesting fact to know 
for your own interest, it’s a little too late 
to make any changes needed to alter the 
outcome. On the other hand, if you were 
to measure and adjust the ingredients 
during the baking process, you could 
tweak results for a more desirable out-
come (should healthy desserts be your 
thing).

Clearly, pure financials should not be 
the main indicator of performance. So, 
why are they constantly the primary fo-
cus of project scrutiny? Other critical 
measurements need to be taken into ac-
count to track construction progress and 
productivity–the primary factors that are 
going to get teams that want success. Be-
low, let’s discuss the importance of con-
struction KPIs and critical metrics your 
company should be measuring to affect 
profits and productivity.

What are construction KPIs?
Construction KPIs, or key performance 

indicators, are metrics used to measure 
and evaluate a construction company’s 
performance in various areas. KPIs are 
essential for setting and achieving goals, 
monitoring progress, and making data-
driven decisions.

Tracking and carefully interpreting an 
array of KPIs helps a construction com-
pany build long-term resilience while 
also meeting short-term financial goals. 
But just in case you need a refresher on 
the purpose KPIs serve, here is how the 
Construction Financial Management As-
sociation (CFMA) defines them.

CFMA describes KPIs as being vital 
signs that show whether “your busi-

Essential construction KPIs to
improve profits, productivity

From a construction standpoint, KPIs help you understand how successful your project has been. File Photo

ment
It’s vital to understand where your 

company currently stands when it 
comes to KPIs. Enter the Workflow 
Benchmarking Tool. This free tool 
allows you to see how you stack up 
against the top construction com-
panies. In a few minutes, you can 
get an overview of your blind spots 
and identify processes that can help 
improve the way you record and use 
information to formulate a construc-
tion quality management plan with 
KPIs.

Essential construction KPIs to 
track

When it comes to KPIs, the right 
measures depend on your firm’s ob-
jectives and priorities. What’s “key” 
to one company may not be a top 
priority for another. That said, we 
did some research at Autodesk and 
found that the five value drivers for 
construction success are Winning 
Business, Quality, Cost, Schedule or 
Program, Health, Safety, and Envi-
ronment.

Under each value driver are meas-
ures and outcomes that you need 
to monitor to determine whether 
or not you’re on track. For instance, 
if “Winning Business” is a priority, 
then you’ll want to measure things 
like your win-to-bid ratio, referral 
rate, or project pipeline. 

On the other hand, if your goal is to 
improve “Health, Safety & Environ-
ment,” it may behoove you to track 
things like safety training comple-
tions and near-miss reporting.  

All in all, it’s vital to understand 
that your KPIs will depend on your 
company’s specific objectives and 
priorities. Start by figuring out your 
biggest value drivers. From there, 
hone in on the proper metrics and 
figure out how to surface that data to 
the right teams. 

Although your company may 
measure many details of a project, 
effective performance analysis re-
quires prioritizing a limited num-
ber of key categories of concern 
for tracking overall project success 
and company health. These would 
be both financial and non-financial 
matters that can be quantified. To be 
continued….

Grace Ellis is a Manager of Con-
tent Marketing Strategy at Au-
todesk

ness is functioning according 
to plan.” It explains that the 
“key” part of the acronym in-
dicates prioritized metrics.

The “performance” aspect 
of the acronym refers to the 
ways in which your company 
operates or behaves. Likening 
a construction business to an 
auto engine, CFMA stresses 
that engine analysis is based 
on more than miles per gal-
lon. Similarly, although basic 
construction project metrics 
concern costs and time, profit 
isn’t the only performance is-
sue to measure.

As to the “I,” CFMA notes 
that indicators usually are 
quantitative data, such as 
numbers or percentages, that 
present a quick picture of a 
condition and its “favorable or 
non-favorable status.”

“Key Performance Indica-
tors (KPIs) have created meas-

urable value for Jacobsen 
Construction for many years. 
Our KPIs help us make sound 
and confident decisions that 
impact financial performance, 
project progress, etc. In ad-
dition, critical KPIs alert us 
when a potential problem 
or risk needs immediate and 
ongoing special attention. As 
accessibility to sophisticated 
data across multiple software 
platforms deepens, so does 
the ability to maximize stra-
tegic, data-driven decisions,” 
said Heather Soderquist, VP 
of Construction Innovation at 
Jacobsen. 

Why are KPIs important?
Think of KPIs as vital stats 

or biomarkers, but instead of 
measuring someone’s physi-
cal health, you’re tracking 
your construction firm’s per-
formance. 

“I always think of KPIs like a 
health school; this is probably 
the easiest way to do it. We all 
want to know that our heart 
rate is in the right zone and 
our cholesterol levels are at a 
low level. It’s exactly the same 
when it comes to projects. You 
want to know you’re on time 
and on budget. It’s no differ-
ent when you’re actually look-
ing at a project’s health,” says 
Ivana Tudja, BIM and Digital 
Engineering Lead at Mace on 
an episode of the Digital Build-
er podcast. 

Beyond measuring a firm or 
a project’s health, construc-
tion KPIs also enable you to 
benchmark your performance 
against competitors. It helps 
you see how you’re measuring 
up and how you can improve. 

As Ivana puts it, “If you 
look at some of the key per-
formance indicators that are 

in use within the industry—
whether that’s, win rate, ac-
cident frequency rate, or the 
EMR—those sorts of things al-
low you to compare yourself 
to either other projects within 
your organization and say, 
‘What does good look like? 
And how is it that we address 
poor performance?’”

She continues, “Measuring 
is so, so important, and cap-
turing that data and gathering 
information at scale is really 
hard to do. But I think that’s 
where technology gives us 
such an opportunity to gather 
all of that KPI data and then 
use that to do some peer-to-
peer benchmarking. That way, 
people can understand and 
answer questions like, “What 
does good look like and how 
do we improve?”

Construction KPI assess-

Tanzania’s electric train.

Rwanda is poised to substantially benefit from the growing African business outsourcing market.

es delivery is gaining exponential 
traction.

The widespread adoption of 
advanced technologies such as 
cognitive AI and intelligent auto-
mation in Africa’s CXM industry 
is contingent upon several key 
enabling factors. Investments in 
robust internet connectivity, data 

centers, and digital infrastruc-
ture will be crucial to support the 
seamless integration of AI tech-
nologies into CXM operations.

The service provider ecosys-
tem is expected to play a vital 
role in proliferating the use of 
these technologies and creating a 
skilled labor force that can func-

tion in the digitally driven contact 
center operations of the future.

More than 254,000 youth in 
Rwanda are qualified for the 
Global Business Service and Busi-
ness Process Outsourcing for hire 
although they are among 731,000 
out of work youth, a new re-
port has disclosed.



 KIGALI

A
loisea Beni-
mana did not 
have a chance 
to get formal 

education, or any vocation 
training at an early age. A 
native of Masoro sector 
in the current Rulindo 
District in 1982, like many 
girls born in rural areas at 
the time, her education 
was not given priority.

Born in a family of 10 
siblings in the Northern 
Province District, Beni-
mana’s fate as the seventh 
child was sealed from the 
beginning.

Back in the day, when 
a family in the rural area 
bore many children, the 
priority for education was 
given to the male child, 
mainly due to limited re-
sources or a wastage of 
resources to educate a 
girl child when it is known 
that at the end, she would 
be a housewife.

The female child would 
mostly stay at home to do 
chores and support her 
mother in other activities, 
like farming and cooking 
and as soon as they would 
become teenagers, they 
would be married off.

That is what happened 
to Benimana, now 43, and 
a mother of six herself. 
Today, she is mechanic, 
specialising in motorcy-
cles – a job she has been 
doing since 2005. Being a 
mechanic is a preserve for 
men in most cases.

It was considered a 
male vocation, because it 
requires a lot of strength, 
since it involves deal-
ing with big metals, hard 
screws and spanners. Be-
sides, men are considered 
to know more about vehi-
cles and mechanics than 
women.

It is a stereotype that 
holds back women and 
girls in different jobs, in-
cluding those, whose skills 
are acquired through 
formal education, such 
as engineering,  architec-
ture and many other gen-
der-assigned vocations.

Like many girls married 
off at a young age in rural 
areas, Benimana’s first 
option was to become a 
subsistent farmer – a la-
bour-intensive alternative, 
whose yields are not even 
guaranteed.

In 2005, Benimana 
dropped the hoe and 
picked the spanner, ven-
turing into the male domi-
nated world of motorcycle 
repair.

“I have been doing this 
for a long time. It is my 
husband who introduced 
me to this trade. We got 
married when he was al-
ready a mechanic. He got 
me out of the house and 
taught me how to repair 
motorcycles,”

“I did not study it any-
where. I have been doing 
this since 2005,” Beni-
mana told the local outlet 
from her work station in 
Kacyiru.

At the time, taxi-motos 
were increasingly be-
coming a preferred and 
convenient choice of 
transport in most parts of 
Rwanda. They saw an op-
portunity.

Benimana wakes up 
very early to join men, es-
pecially at a site known as 
‘Ku kibanza cya Sina’, to fix 
broken down ‘motos’, and 
also on the road where 
she is called to fix motor-
bikes where they broke 
down from.

It is a job she has done 
so diligently, and it has 
paid off, but not as much 
as it should.

From the earnings, she 
has been able to buy a 
piece of land and built a 

house. It is not the most 
lucrative of jobs, but it has 
been able to sustain her 
and her family.

On a day she can earn 
between Rwf5, 000 and 
Rwf10, 000, but with that 
she has been able to edu-
cate her children. Her 
first-born twins, now 21, 
have completed their sec-
ondary education.

With many of the taxi-
moto riders also semi-
illiterate, some harbour 
gender stereotypes, and 
deliberately refuse to give 
her an opportunity to re-
pair their bikes when they 
break down.

“Some men will say ‘a 
woman cannot touch my 
bike’, and most times I 
don’t bother explaining to 
them because I know peo-
ple don’t have the same 
understanding or mind-
set, but it is a challenge I 
face,” says the soft spoken 
devout ADEPR believer.

Sometimes Benimana’s 
colleagues try to explain 
to motorcycle operators 
that she knows what she 
does, and they reluctantly 
accept, but eventually 
when she proves them 
wrong, next time they 
come looking for her.

From where she works 
from, she is the only wom-
an doing what she does. 
It is a competitive job, 
with many men also still 
working as mechanics. It 
requires a bit of capital to 
invest in spare parts and 
tools to ease the work.

“Sometimes I get a cli-
ent, but I don’t have the 
kind of spare part they 
want to fix the bike. That 
limits how much I can do,” 
says Benimana, who says 
if she got capital and per-
haps a work station would 
do even more.

“I would wish to have 
my own garage and equip-
ment for me to be able to 
do what I feel I can do but I 
don’t have that capital, but 
that is my dream- to do it 
in a more a professional 
way and as a business,” 
she says.

It is a tough world out 
here, but Benimana en-
courages girls to take on 
these  jobs  that were 
considered a preserve for 
men.

“Girls have to be bold 
and go to school, study 
and acquire the skills 
when they still have a 
chance. There is no job 
a girl or woman can’t do. 
You just need to study and 
put focus on it,”

“If I had an opportu-
nity to go back to school, I 
would but because I have 
a family to take care of, it 
is not easy. So, I focus on 
this,” she says.

Like two other women 
such as bus driver Ernes-
tine Mukagihana, and 
motor vehicle mechanic 
Eusta Yorodaniya, whose 
story was published by 
the local outlet, Benimana 
is one of the many women 
shattering gender barri-
ers.

Jackline Kamanzi, Ex-
ecutive Secretary of the 
National Women’s Coun-
cil (NWC), affirms that 
they are seeing a trend 
of women increasingly 
taking up tasks and roles 
which were previously 
considered for men, much 
as there is still a long way 
to go.

This will help address 
gaps in the labour force, 
much as women’s repre-
sentation in the labour 
force is remains low com-
pared to men with 52.2 
per cent, while men’s par-
ticipation stands at 67.3 
per cent, according to the 
Rwanda Labour Force 
Survey 2023.

Traditionally, Kamanzi 
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SATURDAY 27 July
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	
9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Haikufuma
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Min Jackpot
21:45     Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera
	
SUNDAY 28 July
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera

MONDAY 29 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo

8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love rpt
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      ITV Top Ten rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al jazeera  
12:30      Jungu Kuu
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00	 Mjue Zaidi
13:40 	 Art and Lifestyle 
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00 	 Art and Lifestyle 
14:20	 Soap rpt: Haikufuma
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00      Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu	
17:00	 Music: The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30   	DW: Afrimaxx
19:00	 Afya ya Jamii 	
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Dakika 45
22:00     Our Earth
22:30     Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base	
00:30	 Al Jazeera	
02:00	 DWTV

TUESDAY 30 July
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love
9:55        Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:25	  Jagina
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00      Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00	  Al Jazeera
12:30      Afya ya jamii
12:55      Habari za saa
13:00     Usafiri Wako rpt
13:30      Shikabamba
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Shikabamba
14:20     Igizo rpt: Haikufuma
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00      Meza Huru
16:30   	Watoto wetu
17:00	 Music: The Base 
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Kipindi maalum: Sema na 

Mahakama 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipindi Maalum: Maisha ni 

Nyumba

21:35     Kipindi maalum: 
22:00     Chetu ni chetu 
22:30	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

WEDNESDAY 31 July 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap: Laws of love 
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Jungu Kuu rpt
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Mjue zaidi
11:40      Maji Kilimanjaro 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00       Al Jazeera
12:30      Our Earth: 
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00      Dakika 45 rpt
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00      Chetu ni chetu rpt
14:40      Mapishi
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru
16:30	 Watoto Wetu 
17:00	 Music: The Base
18:00	 Hapa na Pale 
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Jarida la wanawake 
19:00     Kipindi maalum: BOT
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Aibu Yako
21:05     Kipindi maalum: Tanesco
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo supa 

Jackpot
21:50	 Ripoti maalum
22:30 	 Soap: Uzalo
23:00	 Jiji letu	
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

THURSDAY 1 Aug 
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo 
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30      Shamba lulu
10:55      Habari za saa
11:00       Ripoti maalum
11:55      Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30      Jarida la wanawake rpt
12:55      Habari za saa

13:00      Kipindi maalum rpt: BOT 
13:30      Art and Lifestyle 
13:55      Habari za saa
14:00	 Shamsham za pwani rpt
14:55     Habari za saa
15:00     Meza huru
16:30     Watoto wetu	
17:00	 The Base	
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Mapishi
18:30     Usafiri wako
19:00	 Kipindi maalum: TMDA
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Malumbano ya hoja
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	Music: The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera
		
FRIDAY 2 Aug
5:00       Soap rpt: Uzalo
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:30	 HABARI	
8:00	 Kumekucha Michezo
8:55       Habari za saa
9:00       Kumekucha Kishindo
9:30       Soap rpt: Laws of love
9:55       Habari za saa
10:00      Watoto wetu
10:30     Usafiri wako
10:55       Habari za saa
11:00      Kipindi maalum: Watumishi 

housing
11:20      Kipindi maalum: TMDA 
11:55       Habari za saa
12:00      Al Jazeera
12:30	 Kipindi maalum rpt: Tanesco
12:55       Habari za saa
13:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Maisha ni 

nyumba
13:30     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

mahakama
13:55       Habari za saa
14:00     Kipindi Maalum rpt: Sema na 

mahakama
14:30	 DW: Afrimaxx rpt
14:55       Habari za saa
15:00	 Meza huru:
16:30	 Watoto Wetu
17:00	 The Base (DJ Show)
17:30      Kiislam
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15     Maji Kilimanjaro 
18:30	 Jagina
19:00      Shamba lulu 
19:30	 Soap: Laws of love
20:00	 Habari	
21:05	 Kipima Joto
23:00     Jiji letu
23:30   	The Base
00:30	 Al Jazeera

SATURDAY 3 Aug
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari	
8:00	 Al Jazeera	

9:00	 Watoto wetu
10:05	 Shika Bamba 5
10:35     Mjue Zaidi rpt
11:15     Chetu ni chetu rpt
11:50     Hawavumi lakini wamo
12:50     Art and lifestyle
13:20     Shamba lulu
13:50     Soap rpt: Laws of love 
15:45     Igizo: Mizengwe
16:10     Igizo: Haikufuma
17:00	 Shamsham za Pwani
18:00	 Hapa na Pale	
18:10     ITV Top 10 rpt
19:00	 Jungu kuu
19:30	 Shika Bamba	
20:00	 Habari	
21:05     Igizo: Haikufuma
21:35     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Min Jackpot
21:45     Art and Lifestyle
22:15	 ITV Top 10
23:00     Hawavumi lakini wamo
23:40	 Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al Jazeera

SUNDAY 4 Aug
5:30	 Uwanja wa Mazoezi	
6:00	 HABARI	
6:40	 Kumekucha	
7:00	 Habari 	
8:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Watoto Wetu	
10:00	 Soap rpt: Laws of love
11:45	 Hawavumi lakini wamo rpt: 
12:45     Mjue zaidi
13:30     Usafiri wako
14:00	 Tamasha la Michezo 
15:30	 Mwangaza	
16:30	 ITV Top 10 rpt
17:20	 Kipindi cha kikristo
18:00	 Hapa na Pale
18:15	 Mapishi
18:30   	Matukio ya wiki
19:30	 Igizo: Haikufuma
20:00	 Habari
21:05	 Igizo: Mizengwe 
21:20     Kipindi maalum: Mchezo Supa 

Jackpot
21:40	 Mjue Zaidi
22:15     Soap: Uzalo rpt
00:30    Al jazeera
    

  CAPITAL
Sat  27 July
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00	 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30Telenovela rpt In Love With Ramon 

RPT
 17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt

19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun 28 July
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 DW
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Mon 29 July
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Business edition
12:00 Out and About 
12:30 Our earth
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon
14:00 Ripoti maalum
14:45 Sports Gazette
15:15 Jagina
16:00	 Tommorow Today
16:30	 Eco@Africa
17:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
17:30	  Meza huru
19:00 	  The Décor rpt
19:30	  Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism 

rpt
20:00	  Innovation Rpt
20:45	  The Monday Agenda
21:30 	  Capital Prime News
22:00	  Kipima Joto
00:00	  Al Jazeera

Tues  30 July
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Monday agenda rpt
12:15 Spots gazette
12:45 Filler doc 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: I Plead Guilty Rpt 
14:00	 Business Edition Rpt

14:30 Ingood Shape
15:00 Shamba Lulu
15:30 Bundesliga Kick off
16:00	 Culinary Delights Rpt
16:30 Capchat rpt
17:30 	 Meza huru
19:00	 Innovation
19:30 Our Earth
20:00	 Décor Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30 	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Jagina rpt
22:30	 Eco@Africa
23:00	 Al Jazeera

Wed 31 July
06:00 	 Al jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Tomorrow Today rpt
12:00 	  Dw News Africa rpt
12:30 Our Earth
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon 

rpt
14:00	 Capchat
15:00 Out& About rpt
15:30 Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism rpt
16:00	 Bussines Edition Rpt
16:30	 Culinary delight rpt
17:00	 Innovation rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 Sports Gazette
19:30	 Chetu ni chetu 
20:00	 Monday Agenda Rpt
20:45	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Dakika 45: 
22:45 The Décor
23:15 	 Al Jazeera

Thurs  01 Aug
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Spots gazette
12:00 Innovation
12:30 Culinary 
13:00	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon rpt
14:00 Our Earth rpt
14:30 DW news Africa rpt
15:00 Jagina rpt
15:30 Mizengwe rpt
16:00	 Tommorrow Today
16:30	 Business edition rpt
17:00	 In good shape
17:30 Meza huru
19:00	 Out & About Rpt
19;30 Eco@Africa 
20:00	  Our Earth Rpt
20:45 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News
22:00	 Capchat rpt
23:00	 Al Jazeera 

Frid  02 Aug
06:00 	 Al Jazeera
09:00 Kumekucha Michezo rpt
10:00 Meza Huru Rpt
11:30 Capchat

12:30 Decor
13:00	 Telenovela In Love With Ramon 

rpt
14:00	 Culinary  rpt
14:30 Ripoti Maalum
15:00 Dk 45 rpt
16:00	 Dw News Africa rpt 
16:30	 The Monday Agenda rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00 	 Rev
19:00 Out & About Rpt
20:00	 Aibu Yako
20:15 Local Pgm: Business Edition
20:45 	 Telenovela: In Love With Ramon
21:30	 Capital Prime News 
22:00	 Malumbano ya hoja rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

Sat 03 Aug
08:00	 Al jazeera
09:00	 Rev rpt
09:30 	 Jagina rpt
10:00	 Culinary delight rpt
10:30	 Innovation rpt
11:00	 Out n’about rpt
11:30	 Sports Gazette rpt
12:00 Shamba Lulu rpt
12:30	 Our Earth rpt
13:00 Business edition rpt
13:30	 Aljazeera
14:30 Telenovela In Love With Ramon
rpt
17:15	 Eco@Africa
17:45 	 Bundesliga kick off
18:15	 Capchat rpt
19:15 Mizengwe
19:30 	 The Decor
20:00	 Special Pgm : Culinary Tourism
20:30 Tommorrow Today
21:00 	 Out n’ About
21:30	 Capchat Rpt
23:00  Al Jazeera
01:00 	 Al Jazeera

Sun  04 Aug
08:00	 Aljazeera
09:00	 In good shape
10:00	 Capchat rpt 
11:00	 Sports Gazette rpt
11:30	 Dw
12:00	 Jagina rpt
12:30 	 Bundesligga Kick Off rpt
13:00 In good shape rpt
13:30 	 Dw 
15:15 Aibu yako
15:30	 Rev rpt 
16:00 Dakika 45 rpt
16:45	 Mizengwe rpt
17:00 The Decor   rpt
17:30	 Meza huru
19:00	 Eco@Africa
19:30 	 Cookery pgm: Culinary Delights
20:00 Jagina
20:30 Out & About rpt
21:00	 Dw News Africa
21:30	 Capchat live
22:15	 Telenovela rpt: In Love With 

Ramon  rpt
00:00	 Al Jazeera

More Rwandan women taking on male-dominated jobs, but gaps remain
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says dominate in what are 
known as ‘female jobs’ 
such as cleaning services, 
hair dressing, tailoring, 
and customer care, which 
are less remunerating.

However, as of today, 
women are seeing op-
portunities in men domi-
nated jobs, which are well-
paying like construction, 
transport and  logistics, 
among others.

According to labour 

force survey 2023, women 
participation in transpor-
tation and storage is 4.1 per 
cent against 95.9 per cent 
of men, while the partici-
pation rate is 10.5 per cent 
in mining and quarrying 
compared to 89.5 per cent 
of men.

This shows that there 
are still gaps.

“Even though we are 
trying to reach the gender 
parity for female students 

enrolled in STEM upper 
Secondary and TVET, 
STEM female graduates in 
Higher education institu-
tions are still low at 36.9 
per cent against 63.1 per 
cent of men,” Kamanzi 
says, quoting the Educa-
tional Statistics Yearbook 
2021-2022.

“Together with aware-
ness campaigns conduct-
ed, we implemented some 
projects empowering girls 

and women with skills and 
knowledge in the mining 
and transport sectors,” she 
adds.

She points out that 
this contributed a lot to 
increasing the number 
of women in those male 
dominated trades even 
though they still have 
much to do to bridge the 
persisting gap.

According to Labour 
Force Survey (LFS), wom-

en employed in transport 
and storage increased 
from 3411 to 9481 from 
2017 to 2023. It means an 
increase of almost three 
two times, while men in-
creased from 115,770 to 
222.008,”

“In mining and quarry-
ing, employed women in-
creased from 4862 to 5265, 
while men decreased from 
49,756 to 44,703 from 2017 
to 2023,” she points out.

The NWC executive 
secretary says that the 
Government of Rwanda is 
strengthening existing and 
establish new capacity de-
velopment programmes 
for women and girls in 
order to increase their 
participation in descent, 
well-paying and male 
dominated job opportu-
nities, especially in trans-
port, mining and tourism.

Among other things, 
she said there are differ-
ent mechanisms and pro-
grammes to ensure shared 
responsibility between 
men and women over 
domestic work or unpaid 
work being put in place.

Kamanzi encourages 
girls and women to get 
bolder and see where the 
opportunities are, and 
resist being held back by 
gender stereotypes.

“Women and girls 
should embrace their am-

bition knowing that all ca-
reers are meant for them 
regardless their gender. 
Gender norms and stereo-
types are outdated barri-
ers that have no place in 
their journey,”

“They have to challenge 
them at every turn as their 
unique perspective and 
skills are invaluable,” she 
asserts.

She encourages women 
and girls to seek role mod-
els and  mentors, who 
have paved the way in 
their chosen fields previ-
ously dominated by men. 
This, she says, may provide 
guidance, support and en-
couragement.

“There is a global com-
munity of women who 
have faced similar chal-
lenges and have succeed-
ed despite them. They may 
draw strength from their 
stories and know that they 
are part of a larger move-
ment working towards 
gender equality and em-
powerment,”

“Women and girls, 
should build their con-
fidence and believe in 
themselves. Trust in your 
abilities and never let self-
doubt hold you back. Your 
dreams are within reach if 
you dare to pursue them 
with determination and 
courage,” Kamanzi con-
cludes.

Mechanician Aloisea Benimana did not have a chance to get formal education or any vocation training at an early age.
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Lagos

AIRTEL Africa has announced a robust performance for 
Q1’25, showcasing its strong fundamentals and effective ex-
ecution despite a challenging macroeconomic environment.

The company’s total customer base grew by 8.6percent 
to 155.4 million. Data customers saw a significant increase of 
13.4percent, reaching 64.4 million. Data usage per customer 
surged by 25.1percent to 6.2 GBs, while smartphone penetra-
tion rose to 41.7percent, up by 4.7percent.

Mobile money subscribers increased by 14.9percent, re-
flecting continued investments in distribution to enhance 
financial inclusion across its markets. The transaction value 
in constant currency grew by 28.7percent, reaching an annu-
alized transaction value of $120 billion.

“Our sustained revenue growth underscores the resilient 
demand for our services, bolstered by a growing customer 
base and increased usage. Our strategic execution enables us 
to seize these opportunities while maintaining our industry-
leading cost position,” said Sunil Taldar, Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Airtel Africa. 

He added, “Our comprehensive cost optimization program 
has already yielded positive results, and we expect continued 
sustainable savings. A strong capital structure is crucial for 
meeting our ambitious growth targets, and we are committed 
to reducing foreign currency exposure to mitigate the impact 
of currency devaluation.”

Data Average Revenue Per User (ARPU) grew by 9.6percent, 
while mobile money ARPU increased by 8.8percent in con-
stant currency, contributing to an overall ARPU rise of 9.3per-
cent year-on-year.

The company invested in network infrastructure, boosting 
data capacity by 33percent through the deployment of nearly 
3,000 new sites and over 5,600 kilometers of fiber. A compre-
hensive cost efficiency program was launched to optimize 
network utilization, implement energy-saving measures, and 
renegotiate key contracts, with anticipated benefits in the 
coming year.

Revenue in constant currency grew by 19.0percent in Q1’25, 
driven by a 33.4percent increase in Nigeria and a 22.3percent 
rise in East Africa. 

However, reported currency revenues fell by 16.1percent 
to $1,156 million due to currency devaluation, particularly in 
Nigeria. Mobile services revenue grew by 17.4percent, and Mo-
bile Money revenue rose by 28.4percent in constant currency.

Capital expenditure (Capex) amounted to $147 million, a 
4.9% increase from the previous period. The full-year Capex 
guidance remains between $725 million and $750 million as 
the company continues to invest in future growth.

Airtel Africa fully repaid its $550 million HoldCo bond in 
May 2024, eliminating HoldCo debt. Currently, 86percent of 
market debt is in local currency, with $828 million of foreign 
currency debt paid down over the past year.

 The $100 million share buyback program continued, with 
21 million shares purchased for $29 million by the end of June 
2024.

 Airtel Africa reports strong quarterly 
performance amidst economic challengesWORLD

UK hospitals face ‘unprecedented’ 
blood shortage after cyber attack

China, Britain agree to work for closer communication

On the shore of the Bohai Sea, 
a “smart zero-carbon” terminal at 
the Section C of Tianjin Port’s Bei-
jiang Area was bustling with activ-
ity. Nearly 100 AI-enabled trans-
port robots zipped back and forth, 
guided by the BeiDou Navigation 
Satellite System, setting new highs 
in cargo handling volume.

A 12.5-meter-deep channel 
downstream of Nanjing, east Chi-
na’s Jiangsu province along the 
Yangtze River, was teeming with 
vessels. Thanks to an automatic 
identification system, ships enter-
ing an electronic geofence could 
quickly receive real-time service 
information, which significantly 
improved navigation safety. 

In the waters off Zhanjiang, 
south China’s Guangdong prov-
ince, the unmanned vessel Wen-
jiang traveled thousands of miles 
from inland rivers to the open sea 

for marine surveying tests and 
applications. Equipped with low-
latency communication and high-
precision positioning systems, it 
not only navigated autonomously 
but also transmitted data in real-
time, expanding the potential uses 
for unmanned vessels.

From fully automated cargo ter-
minals to the rapid rise of digitally 
managed waterways and self-nav-
igating smart ships, “intelligence” 
is becoming a key feature of the 
high-quality development of Chi-
na’s shipping industry.

Smart ports are emerging rapid-
ly across China. Nowadays, China 
ranks among the world leaders 
in both operational and under-
construction automated con-
tainer terminals. The country has 
mastered key technologies across 
the entire chain, from design and 
construction to equipment manu-

facturing, system integration, and 
operational management. Both 
the overall application scale and 
technological level are at the fore-
front internationally.

Meanwhile, the automation of 
dry bulk cargo terminals is accel-
erating. Qinhuangdao Port, Huan-
ghua Port, Qingdao Port, Ningbo-
Zhoushan Port, and Zhangjiagang 
Port have achieved full automa-
tion of dry bulk cargo handling, 
transitioning towards unmanned, 
intelligent operations.

Smart waterways continue to 
expand. Electronic navigational 
charts now cover over 5,700 kilo-
meters of waterways nationwide, 
with complete coverage of the 
Yangtze River’s main channel. The 
application of electronic cargo re-
lease platforms for imported con-
tainers and bulk commodities by 
sea is also growing. 

Significant breakthroughs have 
been made in the development 
of intelligent vessels. China has 
successfully developed key tech-
nologies for intelligent navigation, 
including ship perception and 
decision-making, with some indi-
cators leading globally.

These advancements have re-
sulted in a series of achievements, 
including the Zhifei vessel which 
equipped with a complete set of 
intelligent navigation systems, 
over 10 self-navigating ships, and 
more than 1,000 vessels applying 
intelligent technologies. These 
developments have brought sub-
stantial economic and social ben-
efits.

“Currently, a new round of tech-
nological revolution and industri-
al transformation is reshaping the 
global shipping industry, creating 
new driving forces and competi-

tive advantages,” said an official 
with China’s Ministry of Transport.

It is important to maintain a co-
ordinated approach to promote 
systemic upgrades, and accelerate 
comprehensive development in 
smart ports, intelligent waterways, 
smart ships, and intelligent ship-
ping services, so as to continuously 
enhance the digital and intelligent 
capabilities across all elements and 
the entire chain of the shipping in-
dustry, the official explained.

The shipping industry not only 
serves as a crucial support for eco-
nomic circulation but also acts as 
a window into economic perfor-
mance. The rapid development of 
intelligent shipping not only dem-
onstrates China’s growing strength 
in the shipping sector but also re-
flects the vibrant energy of a nation 
in motion. 

Since this year, many Chinese 

ports have seen continued growth 
in throughput. From January to 
June, Ningbo-Zhoushan Port han-
dled 708 million tons of cargo, a 4.2 
percent year-on-year increase, and 
processed over 19.16 million twen-
ty-foot equivalent units of contain-
ers, up 8.4 percent from a year ago.

During the same period, Huang-
hua Port, the primary hub for Chi-
na’s “west-to-east coal transport 
and north-to-south coal transport” 
strategy, achieved a cargo through-
put of 179 million tons, marking 
a 12.04 percent year-on-year in-
crease.

“Last year, China’s international 
maritime shipping volume ap-
proached nearly 1/3 of global sea 
freight, further cementing the 
country’s role as an ‘anchor’ in in-
ternational shipping,” said the of-
ficial.

People’s Daily

LONDON 

British hospitals are facing an un-
precedented shortage of blood sup-
plies due to disruption from an ongo-
ing cyber attack, health authorities said 
on Thursday, as they imposed limits on 
blood use and appealed for more dona-
tions.

Large London hospitals run by Brit-
ain’s state-funded National Health Ser-
vice (NHS) have faced disruption since 
the June 3 ransomware attack on Syn-
novis, a provider of testing services.

The attack also meant thousands of 

appointments for people to donate 
blood could not go ahead.

A period of high demand, combined 
with the added challenge of finding 
blood donors over the summer, when 
people are away on holiday and warm-
er weather can leave people too dehy-
drated to give blood, had helped cre-
ated the “perfect storm”, the NHS said.

Stocks of blood have dropped to “un-
precedentedly low levels”, it added.

“We urgently need more O group do-
nors to come forward and help boost 
stocks to treat patients needing treat-
ment,” NHS Blood and Transplant 

Washington

 Republican Senator Marco Rubio 
has introduced a bill in the US Senate to 
strengthen ties between US India and to 
bar Pakistan from receiving security as-
sistance if it is found to have sponsored 
terrorism against India.

The bill titled US-India Defence Coop-
eration Act requires a report to Congress 
on Pakistan’s use of offensive force, in-
cluding through terrorism and proxy 
groups, against India; and bar Pakistan 
from receiving security assistance if it 
is found to have sponsored terrorism 
against India.

“The US-India partnership is vital to 

countering influences from Communist 
China. In order to strengthen this part-
nership, it is essential to enhance our stra-
tegic diplomatic, economic, and military 
relationship with New Delhi,” Rubio said 
after he introduced the US-India Defence 
Cooperation Act in the Senate on Thurs-
day.

“Communist China continues to ag-
gressively expand its domain in the Indo-
Pacific region, all while it seeks to impede 
the sovereignty and autonomy of our re-
gional partners. It’s crucial for the US to 
continue its support in countering these 
malicious tactics. India, along with other 
nations in the region, is not alone” Sena-
tor Rubio said.

The bill proposes to set a Statement of 
Policy that the US will support India in its 
response to growing threats to its territo-
rial integrity, provide necessary security 
assistance to India to deter adversaries 
and cooperate with India with respect 
to defence, civil space, technology, medi-
cine, and economic investments.

The bill seeks to provide a limited ex-
emption for India from Countering Amer-
ica’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act 
(CAATSA) sanctions for purchases of Rus-
sian equipment that are currently used 
by the Indian military; expedite consid-
eration of certifications of letters of offer 
to sell defence articles, defence services, 
design and construction services, and 

major defence equipment to India is con-
sistent with US interests and it is in the in-
terest of peace and stability India to have 
the capabilities needed to deter threats.

The bill proposes to treat India as if it 
were of the same status as US allies such 
as Japan, Israel, Korea, and NATO allies 
regarding technology transfers; autho-
rize the Secretary of State to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with In-
dia to increase military cooperation;

expedite excess defence articles to 
India for two years and grant India the 
same status as other allies; and expand 
International Military Education and 
Training Cooperation with New Delhi.

			   ANI

Republican Senator tables bill to cement US-India ties, seeks terror sanctions 

Chief Executive Jo Farrar said in a 
statement. “The need for O negative 
blood in particular remains critical.”

Only about 1.6 days’ worth of O 
negative blood - the universal type 
used in emergencies when a pa-
tient’s blood type is unknown - are 
left nationally, the NHS said. Overall 
national stocks of all blood types is 
at 4.3 days.

The NHS has issued an “amber 
alert” to hospitals, asking them to 
restrict the use of O type blood to 

essential cases and use substitutions 
where it is safe to do so.

Since the start of the cyber inci-
dent, affected hospitals in London 
have needed an additional 1.7 days 
worth of O negative blood - almost 
double the amount compared with 
the same period a year earlier. Blood 
has a shelf life of 35 days.

Last week, a global IT outage af-
fected the NHS’s appointment and 
patient record system.

			   Agencies

VIENTIANE 

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
and British Foreign Secretary David 
Lammy met yesterday in Vientiane, and 
the two sides agreed to work together 
for closer communication and stable 
relations.

A series of meetings of foreign minis-
ters of southeastern and eastern Asian 
countries are being held in the capital 
of Laos, the current rotating chair of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN).

During his meeting with Lammy, 
Wang, also a member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Communist Party of China 
Central Committee, said the relationship 
between China and Britain is of mutual 
benefit and win-win cooperation, noting 
they are both permanent members of 
the United Nations Security Council as 
well as major economies in the world, 
and have extensive exchanges, solid 
foundation for cooperation and deeply 
intertwined interests.

China’s efforts following the third ple-
nary session of the 20th Communist Par-
ty of China Central Committee to further 
deepen reform in an all-round way and 
promote high-quality development and 
high-level opening-up will bring more 
opportunities to Britain and other coun-
tries around the world, Wang said.

The two countries can complement 
each other’s strengths in their coopera-
tive efforts towards common advance-

ment, Wang said. Britain has said it will 
view its relations with China from a 
long-term and strategic perspective, and 
China attaches importance to this, Wang 
said.

Wang called for joint efforts by the two 
countries to develop a stable and mutu-
ally beneficial relationship, unleashing 
cooperation potential and boost each 

other’s development while strengthen-
ing bilateral communication and co-
ordination on international affairs and 
shouldering their due responsibilities to 
jointly promote world peace.

China is willing to work with Britain 
to build a positive and stable bilateral 
framework and smooth down exchange 
channels, Wang said, while urging both 

sides to set the right policy orientation, 
uphold a balanced, pragmatic, open and 
cooperative attitude, and provide stable 
and positive expectations for all sectors 
in the two countries. 

The Chinese foreign minister called 
on the two sides to properly manage dif-
ferences and carry out communication 
and exchanges on the basis of equality 
and mutual respect. He also voiced hope 
that Britain will provide a fair, just and 
non-discriminatory business environ-
ment for Chinese companies.

During the meeting, Lammy said his 
country and China are important coop-
erative partners, noting the British side 
is willing to maintain communication 
and exchanges with the Chinese side to 
develop a relationship featuring predict-
ability, mutual respect and long-term 
stability.

 Britain’s adherence to the one-China 
policy remains unchanged, he said.

The British side looks forward to 
strengthening cooperation with China 
in areas including culture, education, 
health care, technology innovation and 
climate change, he said.

Lammy said Britain attaches impor-
tance to China’s important influence and 
role in international affairs and hopes 
for a joint response to global challenges.

The two sides also exchanged views 
on the Ukraine crisis and other interna-
tional and regional issues of common 
concern. 

			   Xinhua

Police patrol outside the buildings at Arrowe Park Hospital in Upton. AP

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) shakes hands with British Foreign Secretary David 
Lammy during a meeting between the two sides, in Vientiane, Laos, yesterday. (PHOTO / 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, CHINA)

Washington

 US Vice President and Democratic Presidential candi-
date Kamala Harris on Friday said that she had a “frank 
and constructive meeting” with visiting Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Harris said that the discussion touched upon US’s com-
mitment to Israeli security during which she urged Net-
anyahu for a ceasefire deal in his country’s ongoing war 
against Hamas.

In a post on X, Harris said, “Today, I had a frank and con-
structive meeting with Prime Minister Netanyahu about a 
wide range of issues, including my commitment to Israel’s 
security, the importance of addressing the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza, and the urgent need to get the ceasefire and 
hostage deal done.”

Vice President Harris offered Netanyahu strong sup-
port for Israel’s right to defend itself after their meeting, 
but also declared that she “will not be silent” about Pal-
estinian suffering and pressed the parties to finally agree 
to the long-delayed Gaza cease-fire deal, the New York 
Times reported.

The meeting between Harris and Netanyahu followed 
an address to a joint session in US Congress by the Israeli 
PM where he defended his country’s operation in Gaza.

Earlier on July 17, US Secretary of Defence, Lloyd J Aus-
tin, said he discussed the latest round of hostage negotia-
tions with Israeli Minister of Defence Yoav Gallant.

					     ANI

US Vice President holds talks with 
Israeli PM on Gaza ceasefire

China sees rapid development of intelligent shipping
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world news

CHANGSHA

African officials at-
tending the 7th China-
Africa People’s Forum 
have spoken highly of 
the outcome of the third 
plenary session of the 
20th Communist Party 
of China (CPC) Central 
Committee.

The 20th Central Com-
mittee of the CPC adopt-
ed a resolution on fur-
ther deepening reform 
comprehensively to ad-
vance Chinese moderni-
zation at its third plenary 
session held in Beijing 
from July 15 to 18. 

It is of great signifi-
cance for Africa and Chi-
na to jointly seek a de-
velopment path towards 
modernization, said the 
African officials, add-
ing that political parties 
and civil organizations 
of African countries are 
willing to strengthen 
cooperation with China 
to help build a China-
Africa community with a 
shared future.

 The 7th China-Africa 
People’s Forum and the 
7th China-Africa Young 
Leaders Forum are being 
held in Changsha, cen-
tral China’s Hunan Prov-
ince from Wednesday to 

African officials speak highly of outcome of latest CPC plenum

NEW YORK

 An average U.S. household paid over 
300 U.S. dollars more in 2023 due to 
Washington’s tariffs targeting imports 
from China, mainly because of higher 
tax burdens and market efficiency losses, 
said a Tax Foundation research published 
in June based on actual revenue collec-
tion data.

The actual cost is even higher, the re-
searchers said, because the estimate does 
not account for lower incomes as tariffs 
shrink output or the loss in consumer 
choice as people switch to alternatives 
that do not face tariffs.

This situation highlights the conse-
quences of protectionist measures cham-
pioned by Washington politicians. In-
tended to shield domestic industries, the 
tariffs have instead driven up prices on 
everyday items, from footwear to luggage.

CUSTOMERS PAY
A suitcase sold at 100 U.S. dollars before 

Donald Trump’s White House imposed 
the tariffs now goes for about 160 dollars, 
and a carry-on that was 425 dollars is now 
700 dollars, said Tiffany Zarfas Williams, 
owner of a small, independent retailer 
store, according to a recent CNN report.

“The economics on tariffs are really 
clear that they’re a tax increase that ulti-
mately we pay,” Erica York, senior econo-
mist and research manager with the Tax 
Foundation’s Center for Federal Tax Poli-
cy, was quoted as saying by CNBC.

The Trump administration’s tariffs on 
thousands of products, valued at around 
380 billion dollars, were equivalent to 
nearly 80 billion dollars of new taxes on 
Americans in 2018 and 2019, amounting 
to one of the largest tax increases in de-

cades, wrote York on a blog in June.
The Biden administration has kept 

many of the tariffs, on over 300 billion 
dollars worth of goods, in place, though 
Biden slashed Trump’s tariff policy during 
the 2020 election campaign. In May, the 
White House announced additional tariffs 
on goods worth 18 billion dollars import-
ed from China, equivalent to another tax 
increase of 3.6 billion dollars.

Trump has pledged to impose 10 per-
cent tariffs on all U.S. imports including 
from Europe if he comes to power. The 
Republican presidential candidate also 
suggested he would impose tariffs of 60 
percent or higher on all Chinese goods.

“If Trump is elected, and he carries out 
his campaign promises with respect to 
trade, U.S. inflation measured by the CPI 
will probably jump by 2 to 3 percentage 
points,” said Gary Clyde Hufbauer, a non-
resident senior fellow at the Peterson In-
stitute for International Economics.

RETAILERS PAY
While American consumers mainly feel 

the pinch, American businesses are hit by 
the iceberg underwater.

The family-run shoe seller Deer Stags, 
headquartered in New York City, has 
been importing most of its products from 
China since the 1980s, said Rick Muskat, 
the company’s president, in a CNN report.

The Trump administration imposed a 
15-percent tariff on over half of footwear 
imported from China. The levy was later 
lowered to 7.5 percent upon implemen-
tation of the U.S.-China Phase One agree-
ment in February 2020.

As Muskat found it hard to raise prices 
for the present product lines, he had to 
pass on the cost to new products, which 
are now additionally expensive.

Americans paying more for basics thanks to Washington’s tariffs against China

Vientiane 

Speaking at the ASEAN meet-
ing at Vientiane, External Affairs 
Minister S Jaishankar yesterday 
said that political, economic and 
security cooperation with ASEAN 
is of the utmost priority.

Jaishankar (pictured) said that 
for India, ASEAN is the corner-
stone of its Act East policy, the In-
do-Pacific vision that was built on it 
and the people-to-people linkages 
that India is constantly seeking to 
expand.

“The priority that India attach-
es to ASEAN and AS platforms is 
evident from Prime Minister Modi 
visiting Jakarta last year on the 
very eve of our own G20 summit. 
He had announced a 12-point plan 
that has been largely acted upon,” 
he said.

Jaishankar said that it is encour-
aging to see that ASEAN’s partner-
ship acquires more dimensions 
every year. “Though ASEAN’s 
achievements are substantial, our 
ambitions must remain high,” he 
said.

Jaishankar thanked Minister for 
Foreign Affairs of Singapore Vivian 
Balakrishnan, for his wishes on the 
former’s reappointment and said 
he looked forward to working with 
him in the future. He also appreci-
ated Balakrishnan’s role as country 
coordinator.

As the Philippines will take over 

as the next country coordinator, 
Jaishankar said that he looked for-
ward to working closely with the 
Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the 
Philippines, Enrique Manalo.

He congratulated Lao PDR for 
the chairmanship of ASEAN. “I 
extend our fullest support for the 
successful chairmanship [to Lao 
PDR]. I also thank our colleague 
and Lao PDR for the warm wel-
come and hospitality.”

He welcomed Timor-Leste as an 
observer in the meeting. “Last year, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi an-
nounced that we will open an em-
bassy in Delhi. We are proceeding 
to do so very shortly and in fact, we 
will be undertaking high-level vis-
its there as well.”

“I extend my deepest apprecia-
tion to all of you for strengthen-
ing ASEAN India relations through 
substantive and tangible coopera-
tion identified under the ASEAN 
India Plan of Action,” Jaishankar 
said, adding that he looked for-
ward to further discussions. ANI

Friday. 
More than 200 representatives from 

over 50 African countries are attending 
the events jointly held by the Interna-
tional Department of the CPC Central 
Committee and the Hunan Provincial 
Committee of the CPC.

Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe, president 

of the National Assembly of Burundi, 
expressed appreciation for China’s ef-
forts to provide Africa with useful ex-
perience, which has helped enhance 
its people-centered awareness and 
promote its development. 

On Wednesday, the International 
Department of the CPC Central Com-

Political, economic cooperation with ASEAN 
an utmost priority,  says EAM Jaishankar

A world-class archaeological project has made 
new progress. Recently, China’s National Cultural 
Heritage Administration announced the latest ar-
chaeological findings from the Northwest Conti-
nental Slope No. 1 and No. 2 Shipwreck sites in the 
South China Sea.

Underwater archaeology and cutting-edge tech-
nology have teamed up to crack open a “time cap-
sule” that’s been lying on the seabed for centuries, 
more than a kilometer below the sea surface. 

These long-lost treasures are finally seeing the 
light of day, stunning the world with their beau-
ty. Each artifact tells its own tale of history while 
showcasing just how far technology has come.

“Retrieving” history from the vast, deep sea is no 
easy feat. In the past, when deep-diving technol-
ogy was not this developed, China’s underwater 
archaeology was mostly confined to coastal and 
shallow waters. Deep-sea archaeology seemed like 
an impossible mission.

But in August 2017, China’s second manned deep-
sea submersible, Deepsea Warrior, successfully 
completed its first manned dive, marking the be-
ginning of China’s deep-sea archaeology efforts.

The submersible played a crucial role in the re-
cent archaeological survey of the Northwest Conti-
nental Slope No. 1 and No. 2 Shipwreck sites in the 
South China Sea. Its long baseline positioning sys-
tem acted like a lighthouse, providing precise navi-
gation. 3D laser scanners and high-definition cam-
eras served as its “eyes,” keenly capturing every 
detail in the murky underwater environment. The 

To unlock door of history 
with key of technology
newly upgraded flexible robotic arms could stead-
ily extract artifacts while preventing any damage.

Thanks to these technological advancements, 
archaeology has ventured into the blue depths, al-
lowing us to reach deeper and further into the un-
derwater world and explore the deep-sea imprints 
of Chinese civilization. 

Artifacts are the keys that unlock the memories 
of history. With the power of technology, more and 
more artifacts are being unveiled, revealing their 
mysterious stories.

From the Northwest Continental Slope No. 1 and 
No. 2 Shipwreck sites, pottery and porcelain pieces 
have been extracted. Some of them bear inscrip-
tions such as “Fu (fortune),” “Zheng (righteous-
ness)”, “Taiping (peace),” and other information. 
These inscriptions not only serve as marks of their 
origin but also represent fragments of history. 

They reflect the daily lives of people from centu-
ries ago and depicting the social landscape of that 
era. They narrate tales of joy and hardship, explo-
ration and perseverance.

Each recovered artifact serves as crucial evi-
dence. From the exported ceramics to the im-
ported timber, and to the exotic Fahua pottery, the 

treasures found within the depths of the sea from 
the two sunken ships vividly depict the prosper-
ous maritime trade during the mid-Ming Dynasty. 
They bear witness to the significant exchanges of 
trade and culture along the ancient Maritime Silk 
Road, showcasing the vibrant interactions between 
China and other nations.

Technology is expanding the boundaries of hu-
man cognition, enabling people to deepen their un-
derstanding of themselves through various means.

Carbon-14 dating has been utilized to establish 
a unified “time scale” for comparative research on 
different cultures, types, and archaeological sites, 
and ancient DNA studies were conducted to com-
prehensively comprehend the migration processes 
and social forms of ancient populations. Besides, 
organic residue analysis is used to understand the 
processing and utilization levels of organisms by 
our ancestors. 

By harnessing technology effectively, archeolo-
gists can bring to light and revive the glory of those 
civilizations that have been buried by thick soil or 
submerged in seawater for thousands of years, al-
lowing them to “speak” once again.

Technology is also breaking down barriers that 

once stood between ordinary viewers and the cul-
tural relics. 

Virtual reality, augmented reality, holographic 
projection, artificial intelligence, and other tech-
nologies are increasingly being applied in the field 
of cultural heritage.

For example, the new building of the Sanxingdui 
Museum in southwest China’s Sichuan province 
employs naked-eye 3D technology to recreate the 
archaeological site, allowing visitors to witness the 
moment when the relics were unearthed. 

The Grand Bao’en Temple Heritage Museum in 
Nanjing, east China’s Jiangsu province has devel-
oped a metaverse program, enabling visitors to ex-
plore the Grand Bao’en Temple back in the Ming 
Dynasty (1368-1644).

Modern technology allows historical scenes to 
transcend time and space. Visitors can gain a more 
intuitive understanding of the value of cultural rel-
ics and experience the charm of culture and the 
profoundness of history. Only when cultural relics 
enter people’s lives and hearts in a more dynamic 
way can their vitality be sustained.

Archaeology serves the purpose of decoding the 
past and also embarking on the journey towards 
the future. By using the key of technology to unlock 
the door of history, people will be able to better 
trace the origins of Chinese civilization and con-
tinuously expand the historical memory of human 
civilization.

				    People’s Daily

Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe, president of the National Assembly of Burundi, speaks at the open-
ing ceremony of the 7th China-Africa People’s Forum and the 7th China-Africa Young Leaders 
Forum, in Changsha, central China’s Hunan Province on Thursday. African officials attending 
the 7th China-Africa People’s Forum have spoken highly of the outcome of the third plenary 
session of the 20th Communist Party of China (CPC) Central Committee.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China holds a news conference on the guiding principles from the third ple-
nary session of the 20th CPC Central Committee on yesterday. (PHOTO / CHINA.COM.CN)

“I developed a new style that nev-
er existed in our line before that’s 
subject to the tariffs. So when we do 
our calculations and try to maintain 
our margins, those shoes ended up 
costing more than they would have 
had the tariff not been implement-
ed,” Muskat said.

Muskat hasn’t changed suppliers 
because he found relocating produc-
tion would not compensate for the 
cost.

U.S. companies “have absorbed 
much of the higher costs associated 
with the tariffs by earning lower 
margins on their sales,” said a 2021 
report by the International Mon-
etary Fund.

IMPORTERS PAY
The ripples spread up the supply 

chain, passing part of the additional 
cost of imported materials to fin-
ished goods assemblers and distribu-

tors in the United States.
Lance Ruttenberg, chief executive 

of American Textile Company head-
quartered in Duquesne, Pennsylva-
nia, sees its costs rising by millions 
of dollars each year for the imported 
Chinese materials it uses in pillows 
and bedding that are sold by U.S. 
brands such as Sealy and Tempur-
Pedic. With retail titans pressing the 
price down, importers took the blow 
and squeezed their profit margins.

mittee and the Hunan Provincial 
Committee of the CPC jointly held 
a briefing to introduce the major 
measures adopted by the plenum 
to further deepen reform compre-
hensively to advance Chinese mod-
ernization. 

More than 200 foreign guests 
from over 50 African countries at-
tended the briefing. 

Ndabirabe said at the briefing 
that he hopes to further strength-
en education, culture and training 
exchanges between the two sides, 
break the barriers of languages and 
cultures, and learn from China’s 
experience in governance and ad-
vanced technology.

Marvin Fanny, vice president 
of the United Seychelles political 
party, was impressed by the spe-
cific measures adopted by the CPC 
to further deepen reform compre-
hensively to advance Chinese mod-
ernization. 

He added that he has drawn in-
spiration from the resolution and 
hopes it will help empower the 
governance of political parties. 

Obert Mpofu, secretary-general 
of the ruling ZANU PF party of Zim-
babwe, praised the Chinese gov-
ernment for its efficient decision-
making and executive force.

 “We are willing to strengthen our 
relations with the CPC, whose sin-
cere advice and friendly support 
have promoted the development 
of Zimbabwe,” he said. 

		  Xinhua

“The retailers, our cus-
tomers, had no appetite 
for accepting that price 
increase. And so what 
happens is the American 
manufacturer winds up 
absorbing it,” Ruttenberg 
was quoted as saying by a 
Washington Post report in 
June.

“As you develop prod-
ucts going forward using 
these new input costs, in-
evitably the price of the 
next generation of a prod-
uct is higher than it would 
have been absent the tar-
iffs being there,” Rutten-
berg said. “So inevitably 
the prices of everything 
increase over time.”

In May, major U.S. 
brands, including Adidas, 
Columbia Sportswear and 
Nike, urged the Joe Biden 
administration to end tar-
iffs on footwear in an open 
letter to the U.S. president.

“We are confident that 
removing 301 tariffs will 
alleviate a costly burden 
in this key area and trans-
late to savings for our 
shoppers,” they wrote, 
referring to the section 
of the law Trump used to 
impose the tariffs.

“Eliminating 301 tar-
iffs on footwear will 
strengthen U.S. workers, 
businesses, and consum-
ers,” the letter said.

	 Xinhua



By Guardian Correspondent

THE Dodoma Regional Com-
missioner, Rosemary Senyam-
ule, has confirmed the comple-
tion of preparations for the 
fifth season of the NBC Dodo-
ma Marathon. 

Expressing satisfaction with 
the quality of the race and 
its contribution to stimulat-
ing the economy of the re-
gion  through  trade, sports, 
and tourism sectors, the RC 
called on citizens to seize the 
various opportunities that the 
event presents.

The race, scheduled to take 
place tomorrow at the Jam-
huri Stadium in Dodoma, aims 
to raise funds to support the 
fight against cervical cancer 
and provide education funding 
for midwives to improve the 

health of mothers and babies. 
Prime Minister Kassim Ma-

jaliwa is expected to lead over 
8,000 participants who have 
confirmed their participation 
in the race.

Speaking to journalists, Se-
nyamule commended the bank 
for its excellent preparations, 
highlighting the various eco-
nomic benefits the race has 
brought to the region over the 
past five years. The arrival of 
the race has led to an increase 
in the circulation of money, 
driven by the growing demand 
for food, drinks, clothing, and 
accommodation from the in-
flux of participants and specta-
tors.

“The completion of the 
preparations for the race, once 
again on an international level, 
gives a true picture of the sta-

tus of the race and the city of 
Dodoma as the capital of the 
country. I call upon the citi-
zens of Dodoma, especially the 
business community, to seize 
various opportunities arising 
from this increase in the num-
ber of people, including those 
beyond the 8,000 confirmed 
participants,” she said.

Furthermore, Senyamule 
urged the participants of the 
race to take the opportunity 
to visit various tourist attrac-
tions in the region, including 
government buildings such as 
the Parliament of the United 
Republic of Tanzania, the State 
House, the Government City, 
and cultural tourism, includ-
ing traditional dances of the lo-
cal tribe, the Gogo, while also 
experiencing grape farming, 
which is unique to the region 

By Correspondent Joseph Mchekadona

THE local athletics governing 
body, Athletics Tanzania (AT), has 
announced that it will use materials 
from its sponsor, Xtep International 
Holdings Limited, at the ongoing Par-
is Olympics, contrary to the Tanzania 
Olympics Committee (TOC) sponsor’s 
materials.

AT acting secretary general Jackson 
Ndaweka stated on Thursday that the 
body signed a three-year sponsorship 
deal with Xtep last year. He noted that 
Tanzania is not the first country to 
have multiple sponsors for different 
Olympic teams, citing the example of 
the USA, where the swimming team is 
sponsored by TYR and the athletics 
team by Ralph Lauren.

Ndaweka emphasized that AT, 
through its president Silasi Silangi, 
had already informed the public 
about the benefits of the Xtep spon-
sorship to Tanzania’s athletics com-
munity. Despite these benefits, the 
sponsorship has faced challenges, 
particularly from TOC and other 
stakeholders. 

He added that the discussions 
about the sponsorship are ongoing, 
with a focus on the benefits for ath-
letes, AT, and the country as a whole.

“On September 26 last year, we 

wrote to TOC informing them of our 
intention to use Xtep branded materi-
als at the Paris Olympics. The aim was 
to ensure uniformity in the Tanzania 
Team, but we have yet to receive a re-
sponse from them,” Ndaweka said.

He further stated that local athletes 
competing on August 10 and 11 will 
use Xtep branded materials.

 “It wouldn’t make sense to jeopar-
dize the future of our athletes for the 
sake of a one-time event. Many people 
don’t know the specifics of the Asics 
sponsorship, while the benefits of 
the Xtep sponsorship, including the 
promise of 280m/- for medal-winning 
athletes, are clear and motivating,” he 
added.

Ndaweka’s remarks come in re-
sponse to TOC secretary general 
Filbert Bayi’s statement that Team 
Tanzania will be dressed in Asics-
branded materials. Bayi asserted that 
TOC would not allow any athletes in 
Team Tanzania to use materials from 
sponsors other than their own.

“It’s the Tanzania Olympic Commit-
tee (TOC) that has the exclusive right 
to decide on the kit our athletes wear 
at the Olympics and Commonwealth 
games. Athletes may use shoes from 
their private or individual sponsors,” 
he said.
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Yanga’s midfield conundrum: A wealth of 
talent, selection headache for Gamondi

Athletics Tanzania, TOC 
now at loggerheads over 
sponsors at Paris Olympics

By Correspondent Nassir 
Nchimbi

Y
OUNG Afri-
cans have sig-
nificantly bol-
stered their 

squad this season with a 
slew of high-profile sign-
ings. While the acquisi-
tions have undoubtedly 
strengthened the team, 
they’ve also presented 
coach Miguel Gamondi 
with a pleasant head-
ache: selecting the start-
ing eleven.

The likes of Prince 
Dube, Clatous Chama, 
Stephanie Aziz Ki, Maxi 
Nzengeli, Pacome Zou-
zoua, and Jean Baleke 
all boasting top-tier ex-
perience in the Premier 
League, join the ranks 
alongside Congolese 
newcomer Chadrack 
Boka. 

This abundance of tal-
ent has elevated Young 
Africans’ squad to new 
heights but has intensi-
fied the competition for 
starting spots. As the 
season unfolds, fans ea-
gerly await to see how 
Gamondi will navigate 
this wealth of attacking 
options and assemble a 
winning combination.

While Khalid Aucho 
remains a stalwart in 
Young Africans’ mid-
field, questions are 
emerging about the ex-
tent of his role as the 
team seeks to evolve. 
The Ugandan interna-
tional has cemented his 
position as the defensive 
midfielder but there’s a 
growing consensus that 
his performance has 
dipped. 

With age catching up 
with the Uganda Cranes 
vice-captain, Young Af-
ricans might be wise to 
explore options for a 

younger partner to share 
the midfield duties. Last 
season’s dynamic duo of 
Nzengeli and Mudathir 
Yahya provided much-
needed energy, with the 
latter emerging as a sur-
prise goal scorer.

The arrival of Kenyan 
international Duke 
Abuya adds another di-
mension to Young Afri-
cans’ midfield options. 
However, accommodat-
ing him alongside Ya-
hya and other attacking 
talents like Nzengeli, 
Chama, Aziz Ki, and Zou-
zoua presents a selec-
tion dilemma. 

Given the stiff compe-
tition for places, it’s likely 
that Zouzoua could find 
himself on the bench. As 
a relative newcomer in 
his second season in the 
Premier League, he faces 
an uphill battle to secure 
a regular starting spot.

Ultimately, Young Af-
ricans’ midfield compo-
sition will be a delicate 
balancing act between 
experience, youth, and 
offensive firepower. That 
is why Gamondi faces a 
tough decision in select-
ing his midfield for the 
upcoming season. With 

a wealth of talent at his 
disposal, the competi-
tion for starting spots is 
fierce.

Crafty veteran Chama, 
a three-time champion 
with Simba SC and for-
mer league MVP, ap-
pears to be the early 
frontrunner. His illustri-
ous past and proven abil-
ity make him a strong 
contender. Aziz Ki, last 
season’s top scorer and 
potential MVP, is an-
other formidable option. 
His goal-scoring prowess 
and midfield influence 
are undeniable. Nzenge-
li, a dynamic winger with 
an exceptional defensive 
work rate, adds another 
dimension to the mix.

While Ivorian Zouzoua 
possesses impressive 
pace and dribbling skills, 
he faces an uphill bat-
tle. Despite his creative 
abilities, his goal and as-
sist numbers lag behind 
his competitors. Chama, 
Aziz Ki, and Nzengeli 
have consistently dem-
onstrated their attacking 
prowess, giving them a 
clear edge in this area.

Young Africans’ fer-
vent pursuit of Chama 
during the transfer win-

dow suggests he is likely 
to be a cornerstone of 
the team. A midfield trio 
of Nzengeli, Chama, and 
Aziz Ki, potentially with 
Ki on the right wing, 
could be a potent force. 

Zouzoua, though brim-
ming with potential, will 
need to improve his goal 
contribution to secure 
a regular starting role. 
Nzengeli, meanwhile, 
has proven his versatil-
ity, excelling both as an 
attacking midfielder and 
a defensive-minded cen-
tral midfielder.

Ultimately, coach 
Gamondi has a plethora 
of options at his disposal. 
The battle for midfield 
supremacy promises to 
be a captivating subplot 
as Young Africans aim to 
conquer the upcoming 
season.

Aziz Ki’s impact on 
Young Africans is un-
deniable. His ability to 
contribute significantly 
in multiple areas of the 
pitch is a rare quality 
in Tanzanian football. 
Few players can match 
his end product and 
versatility. Unlike many 
attackers who neglect 
defensive duties, Aziz Ki 

is a tireless worker. His 
commitment to recov-
ering possession is ex-
ceptional, making him a 
crucial asset to the team.

After a slow start to his 
Young Africans career, 
Aziz Ki exploded onto 
the scene last season 
with an impressive tally 
of 21 goals and eight as-
sists. His performances 
have solidified his status 
as the team’s talisman. 
Possessing exceptional 
technical skills, Ki is a 
potent goal scorer with 
a lethal shot from a dis-
tance. His set-piece abil-
ity is another weapon in 
his arsenal. Young Afri-
cans’ success is closely 
tied to Ki’s contribu-
tions, and he undoubt-
edly deserves a starting 
position.

Young Africans’ aspi-
rations of reaching the 
CAF Champions League 
final hinge on retaining 
the services of star play-
er Aziz Ki. His exception-
al performances in both 
the AFCON and the CAF 
Champions League have 
attracted interest from 
top African clubs. 

Securing Ki’s long-term 
future is paramount for 
Young Africans’ contin-
ued dominance. While 
the arrival of experi-
enced midfielder Chama 
is a significant boost, his 
advancing years mean 
his impact may be lim-
ited to a few seasons.

As the new season ap-
proaches, coach Gamon-
di now faces a selection 
dilemma. The competi-
tion for attacking places 
is fierce with Nzengeli, 
Chama, Aziz Ki, and Zou-
zoua vying for starting 
roles. Meanwhile, the 
battle for the main strik-
er position is between 
Dube and Baleke.

Young Africans head coach Miguel Gamondi. Courtesy of YASC

RC calls on citizens to seize opportunities 
during 2024 NBC Dodoma Marathon 

By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

AZAM FC have expressed their 
satisfaction after multiple players 
were nominated for the upcoming 
2023/2024 Tanzania Football Federa-
tion (TFF) Awards, scheduled for Au-
gust 1 in Dar es Salaam.

The club will have three players 
competing for different accolades, 
while their coach, Bruno Ferry, is in 
the running for Coach of the Year 
alongside Young Africans’ gaffer 
Miguel Gamondi and David Ouma of 
Coastal Union, who guided his side to 
a fourth-place finish.

Azam finished as runners-up in the 
previous season, narrowly securing 
66 points ahead of Simba SC, who 
missed out due to goal difference. 
Their strong performance earned 
them a spot in the CAF Champions 
League preliminary round, where 
they will face APR of Rwanda.

Goalkeeper Mohamed Mustafa is 
among the nominees for the Federa-
tion Cup’s Best Keeper Award, com-
peting against Young Africans’ Djigui 
Diarra and former Ihefu SC custodian 
Khomeini Abubakar, who has since 
joined Young Africans.

Azam will have two representatives 
in the running for the Federation Cup 
Player of the Year Award. Feisal Salum 
and Kipre Junior Zunon (now with 
USM Alger) will be competing against 
a strong field that includes Young 
Africans’ Stephanie Aziz Ki, Clement 
Mzize, Ibrahim Hamad (Bacca), and 
Diarra.

In the highly competitive Premier 
League Player of the Year category, 
Azam’s Feisal Salum and Kipre Junior 
Zunon will face off against Young Afri-
cans’ Diarra, Aziz Ki, Koussia Yao, and 
‘Bacca’ Hamad, Simba’s Mohamed 
Hussein, as well as Coastal Union’s 
Ley Matampi.

Salum is a strong contender for the 
Midfielder of the Year Award after a 
stellar season that saw him net 19 
goals. His former teammate, Kipre Ju-
nior, who contributed nine goals and 
nine assists for the Ice Cream Mak-
ers last season, is also in the running. 
The duo will face stiff competition 
from Young Africans’ Aziz Ki, who 
impressed with 21 goals and eight as-

sists.
Azam FC spokesperson Hashim 

Ibwe expressed the club’s delight at 
seeing multiple players recognized 
for their outstanding performances. 
He emphasized that these nomina-
tions are a testament to the team’s 
overall success in the previous sea-
son.

“We’re incredibly proud to have 
multiple club representatives nomi-
nated for this year’s awards. Our play-
ers have demonstrated exceptional 
talent, culminating in Kipre Junior’s 
well-deserved transfer to USM Al-
giers. Feisal Salum’s impressive goal-
scoring record in his debut season for 
our club is further testament to our 
club’s progress. Moreover, coach Bru-
no Ferry’s nomination for Coach of 
the Year is a reflection of our team’s 
overall growth and ambition for the 
upcoming season,” said Ibwe.

Salum has credited his teammates 
and coaching staff for his outstand-
ing performance last season. “I’m 
honored to be nominated for these 
awards. I owe a huge debt of gratitude 
to my fellow players and the coach-
ing staff for their unwavering support 
and guidance throughout the season. 
I couldn’t have achieved this without 
them,” he said.

The fierce competition for the 
league MVP and Best Midfielder titles 
between Salum and Aziz Ki has now 
been left in the hands of the voters. 

“It was a fantastic season for the 
entire team. We all contributed sig-
nificantly to our success. I’ll leave it to 
the voters to decide who deserves the 
winners,” he added.

While individual accolades are on 
the line, Azam remain focused on 
team building and preparation for 
the upcoming season. The club has 
no plans to reward players for their 
nominations at this time as they put 
more emphasis on their pre-season 
preparations.

Azam are currently putting the final 
touches on their preseason prepara-
tions in Benslimane, Morocco. The 
Tanzanian envoys will face Union 
Touarga on August 27 in a friendly 
match before returning home. 

Azam FC celebrate 
multiple nominations 
ahead of TFF Awards

The Dodoma Regional Commissioner, Rosemary Senyamule (2nd R), receiving a special NBC Dodoma Marathon jacket from the Head of Com-
munications and Public Relations at NBC Bank Godwin Semunyu (2nd Lt) and the Chairperson of the Marathon Organizing Committee, Tasiana 
Massimba (R), as a gesture to officially welcome the RC to the upcoming marathon event tomorrow at Jamhuri Stadium in Dodoma City. On the 
left is the Dodoma Acting Regional Administrative Secretary, Joyce Fisoo. Photo: Correspondent

in East Africa.
“Moreover, I call upon the citi-

zens to come out in large num-
bers and lend their support to 
the participants, creating a vi-
brant atmosphere and fostering 
a sense of community. For those 
who do not need to use their ve-
hicles, it is advisable not to use 
the roads during the event, en-
suring smooth operations and 
minimizing inconvenience for 
the runners,” she added.

Earlier speaking at the meet-
ing, the head of communication 
and public relations at NBC Bank 
– the organizer of the race, God-
win Semunyu, said that all prep-
arations have been completed, 
and various participants of the 
races covering distances of 5km, 
10km, 21km, and 42km were en-
tering the city to participate in 
the race.

“To increase the economic 
contribution and entertainment 
aspect of these races, we have 
created several events, includ-
ing the Wine Testing Festival, 
which will take place on July 
27th here in Dodoma, as well as 
other entertainment events and 
various celebrations, with the 
aim of increasing the entertain-
ment value for the participants 
of the race, especially the visi-
tors, while also aiming to stimu-
late the circulation of money to 
benefit the local residents of this 
city,” said Semunyu, expressing 
gratitude to various stakehold-
ers, including the sponsors of 
the race, for making these events 
successful.

Speaking on behalf of other 
stakeholders, Joseph Sayi, the 
Head of the Central Zone of Vod-
acom Tanzania, said that as the 
main communication partner 
in the race, the company is pre-
pared to provide free internet 
services to all participants of the 
race.



 By Karl Matchett

I
N the days leading up to 
Friday’s official opening 
ceremony for the Par-
is  Olympics, several of 

the longer-running events are 
already up and running  – in-
cluding football in both men’s 
and women’s events.

While the women have full 
international squads on show, 
men’s teams are generally 
an under-23 event with up to 
three overage exceptions per 
squad – meaning a blend of 
some of the world’s best and 
the most exciting up-and-
coming youngsters across the 
entirety of Olympic football 
this summer.

Here we’ve picked out 10 
players whose performances 
and selections could define 
the football memories and 
medals at Paris 2024.

*Linda Caicedo, Colombia
Although the women’s event 

is a senior competition, some 
of the greatest youngsters 
around are gathered in France 
this month – and Caicedo 
might be the best of them. 
Still only 19, the Colombian 
forward starred at the World 
Cup last year, scored the goal 
of the tournament and earned 
a move to Real Madrid, where 
already she has won individ-
ual awards noting her as the 
best under-21 in the game. All 
this as a teenager... and four 
years after overcoming ovar-
ian cancer. She’s a standout in 
so many ways.

*Kadeisha Buchanan, Can-
ada

From LaLiga to London, Bu-
chanan is a Chelsea defender 
in the WSL and a star centre-
back with Canada. At age 28, 
she’s set to win her 150th se-
nior cap for the national team 
during the Games and will be 
a key part of their hopes to 
progress from a very competi-
tive group, which includes the 
hosts and the aforementioned 
Colombia. She was harshly 
sent off in the Uefa Women’s 
Champions League semi-final 
second leg which tilted the 

game the way of Barcelona – 
the Olympics is a great stage 
for her to put that behind her 
and show her qualities.

*Jaedyn Shaw, USA
It’s no secret that Emma 

Hayes has begun her USWNT 
revolution with the huge de-
cision of leaving aside legend 
Alex Morgan – which means 
the spotlight will naturally 
shift to those selected ahead 
of her. Most intriguing among 
them might be record-break-
ing teenager Jaedyn Shaw, not 
just a prospect for the national 
team but also a clubmate of 
Morgan’s at San Diego Wave. 
The 19-year-old has seven 
goals already for the USA’s se-
nior side and last year broke 
the NWSL record for most 
goals scored as a teen. Versa-
tile, two-footed and techni-
cally gifted, Shaw could be a 
wildcard to send Hayes and Co 
toward the medals.

*Marta, Brazil
From one end of a career 

to the other, Brazilian leg-
end Marta is one of the big-
gest names in the game of all 
time. Now aged 38, the six-
time World Player of the Year 
will play at her sixth Olympic 
Games and will set a new re-

cord if she scores at them – she 
was already the first footballer 
to score at five. Given she has 
already announced she’ll re-
tire from international foot-
ball at the end of Paris 2024, 
it’s sure to be an emotional 
departure either way after al-
most 200 caps and, so far, 119 
goals.

*Aitana Bonmati, Spain
After the greatest of all 

time, it’s also fair to point out 
we have the greatest of the 
current time at the Summer 
Games, with Spain’s Bonmati 
the reigning Ballon d’Or Femi-
nin holder, the Fifa Best Wom-
en’s Player holder, the winner 
of last summer’s World Cup 
Golden Ball award and this 
year’s Laureus World Sports-
woman of the Year. It has 
been quite the 12 months for 
the Barcelona superstar and 
Olympic gold would be some 
way to cap it off – if La Roja are 
to go the distance and add this 
medal to last year’s triumph, 
her performances in midfield 
will be key.

*Michael Olise, France
Over to the men and mostly 

a collection of the under-23 
options. Having represented 
England at youth level, Olise 

has now departed those 
shores entirely: Bayern Mu-
nich at club level with a mas-
sive transfer this summer, and 
France on the international 
stage. He’s set to be a key play-
er for them at the Olympics, 
which will really be a first 
glimpse of him playing among 
the elite following his time 
with Crystal Palace. There’s no 
doubting his quality or abil-
ity to impact matches – but 
it will be all eyes on him now 
with Les Bleus and as a £50m 
player. He’s made a good start, 
mind, with a goal in the open-
ing 3-0 win over USA.

*Julian Alvarez, Argentina
Our one selection for over-

age players is still only 24: Man 
City’s Alvarez, who reportedly 
requested he be allowed to 
play in this tournament hav-
ing also played a full part at 
the Copa America this month. 
As Argentina’s start was a dis-
appointing one in a chaotic 
2-1 defeat to Morocco, Alvarez 
will need to show his leader-
ship qualities as much as his 
goalscoring prowess to help 
the South Americans through 
to the latter stages.

*Fermin Lopez, Spain
Also at Euro 2024 but only 

used as a substitute once, Bar-
celona attacking midfielder 
Lopez will expect to play a 
much more fulsome role at 
the Olympics for Spain. With 
tremendous movement and 
an ability to pick a pass in 
crowded areas or get early 
shots away, he’s proven a vital 
tool for unlocking defences at 
club level – if he can transfer 
that to the international stage 
he’ll be a huge weapon against 
the deep defences that La Roja 
face so often.

*Joel Chima Fujita, Japan
The starting pair of Japanese 

midfielders are clubmates in 
Belgium for Sint-Truiden – but 
it’s Fujita, born in Tokyo to a 
Nigerian father and Japanese 
mother, who looks a huge 
prospect. He has played for the 
senior side a couple of times 
and, with a solid campaign in 
Belgium behind him last time 
out, is primed for a big step 
forward over the coming year 
or two. Fujita is captaining the 
side at the Games, even with 
a few older players than him 
involved, and the signs are 
good as he impressed in a 5-0 
thrashing of Paraguay in their 
opener.

*Ilaix Moriba, Guinea
Finally, we turn to Guinea 

and a player who earned a 
big name early on but has 
stuttered somewhat since: 
Moriba, formerly of Barce-
lona, now with RB Leipzig but 
with a couple of not-entirely-
impressive loan spells behind 
him over the last couple of 
years. At his best early on he 
was a striding, ball-carrying, 
creative hub who could play 
high upfield from midfield 
and join the attack late on. 
Still only 21, Moriba has the 
blend of technical quality and 
athleticism to make him tough 
to stop when on form – find-
ing his level in Paris would be 
a big boost to getting a prom-
ising career back on track, 
though an opening 2-1 loss to 
New Zealand leaves the Na-
tional Elephants up against it.
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 By Michael Jones

TEAM GB  are flying in a chef to help pre-
pare  meals  for their  athletes  at a performance 
lodge in Clichy following underwhelming servings 
and  rationing  of high-protein foods inside the 
Olympic village.

Catering organisers have blamed supply prob-
lems for the low-standard of the food with Sodexo 
Live, the company in charge of catering, admitting 
it has increased the daily order of several of the 
most popular items after complaints.

A spokesman told French media outlet L’Equipe 
that they are ‘taking the feedback very seriously’ 
and ‘are working to increase our supplies to the 
restaurants in the athletes’ village’. Eggs, chicken 
and certain carbohydrates are in such short sup-
ply they have been unable to meet the demands of 
the Olympians.

British athletes have even started bringing 
packed lunches back to the village in order to have 
a more nutritious evening meal.

Andy Anson, the British Olympic Association’s 
chief executive, spoke to The Times claiming the 
food in the village ‘is not adequate’ and that the is-
sues need to be resolved as soon as possible.

He said: “There are not enough of certain foods: 
eggs, chicken, certain carbohydrates, and then 
there is the quality of the food, with raw meat be-
ing served to athletes. They have got to improve it 
over the next couple of days dramatically.

“Our athletes have decided they would rather go 
and eat in our performance lodge in Clichy, so we 
are having to get another chef to come over as the 
demand is far exceeding what we thought it would 
be.

“The athletes are not going there just to eat their 
lunch, they are packing meals for their dinner as 
they don’t want to go into the athlete restaurant 
to eat. So we are trying to make sure our athletes 
have an advantage by having more food. It is the 
biggest issue at the moment.”

About 40,000 meals are prepared in the ath-
letes’ village each day and the main restaurant has 
3,300 seats.
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Team GB fly in chef after 
food shortages in Paris 
2024 Olympic village

Ten players to define Olympic football 
at Paris 2024: Marta, Olise and more 

 Gwiji by David Chikoko

NICE, France

MALLORY Swanson 
scored a pair of goals 
just moments apart in 
the first half and the 
United States opened 
the Olympics with a 3-0 
victory over Zambia on 
Thursday night, giving 
new coach Emma Hayes 
a win in her first major 
tournament with the 
team.

Trinity Rodman also 
scored for the United 
States, which is looking 
to add a record fifth gold 
medal to its Olympic col-
lection.

Zambia was hurt in 
the 33rd minute when 
Pauline Zulu was sent 
off with a red card and 
the team was limited to 
10 players the rest of the 
way. Zulu sobbed as she 
left the field.

Hayes took over the 
U.S. team in late May af-
ter finishing out the sea-
son with Chelsea in the 
Women’s Super League. 
She shook things up a bit 
with her roster, leaving 
star forward Alex Mor-
gan, a veteran of three 
Olympics, at home.

Hayes is charged with 
leading the Americans 
as they seek to distance 
themselves from the 
disappointment of  last 
summer’s Women’s 

World Cup, when they 
crashed out in the round 
of 16.

“If you had asked me 
at the beginning of the 
game, ‘Would you be 
happy with a 3-nil win?’ 
I probably would have 
said no,” Hayes said. 
“However, after the per-
formance and the chanc-
es created and finding 
the back of the net we 
did, I don’t want to be 
too hard on the girls.”

Rodman, making her 
Olympic debut, scored 
in the 17th minute. U.S. 
captain Lindsey Horan 
passed to Rodman, who 
deftly shot around on-
rushing Zambian goal-
keeper Ngambo Musole.

Swanson scored twice 
within 70 seconds in the 
24th and 25th minutes 
to give the Americans a 
3-0 lead in the Group B 
match in Nice. Swanson 
called it just a start.

“I think there’s little 
things within that game, 
within the play, that we 
need to fine-tune, that 
we can just keep on 
growing with,” Swanson 
said. “So I think there’s 
definitely those little 
things, and we’ll address 
them and fix them and 
keep moving forward.”

U.S. forward Sophia 
Smith left the game with 

Swanson’s 2 goals lead US over Zambia at the Olympics 
and Canada tops New Zealand after drone scandal

Going for gold: (from left) Barcelona superstar Aitana Bonmati (Spain), Bayern Munich’s new £50m signing 
Michael Olise (France) and Brazil legend Marta. Agencies

what appeared to be an 
ankle injury late in the 
first half and was re-
placed by Lynn Williams.

Williams was original-
ly an alternate on Hayes’ 
Olympic roster, but Ca-
tarina Macario wasn’t 
able to play in France 
because of minor knee 
irritation. It was the first 
time the United States 
has faced Zambia on the 
international stage.

“A lot of credit to Zam-
bia’s goalkeeper tonight, 
because in the first half I 
think we had a sequence 
of like six shots in a row 
that she saved or went 
off the post,” Horan said. 

“And sometimes that 
how it goes. I was re-
ally happy it wasn’t one 
of those days where the 
ball just doesn’t go in the 
back of the net.”

While Zambia started 
stars Barbra Banda and 
Racheal Kundananji, 
neither of them was able 
to break through the U.S. 
defense, which was stout 
throughout the match.

Banda is a proven 
scorer, with 12 goals in 
12 games this season for 
the Orlando Pride in the 
National Women’s Soc-
cer League. At the Tokyo 
Games, she had a pair of 
back-to-back hat tricks 

in the group stage.
The United States will 

next face Germany on 
Sunday in Marseille.

Canada 2, New Zea-
land 1

Evelyne Viens scored 
in the 79th minute to 
give reigning Olympic 
champion Canada a vic-
tory over New Zealand 
in a match that was over-
shadowed by allegations 
of drone surveillance at 
the Ferns’ practice  and 
later resulted in Canada 
coach Bev Priestman be-
ing  removed from her 
duties  for the duration 
of the Paris Games.

The COC said in a state-

ment released early Fri-
day that assistant coach 
Andy Spence would lead 
the defending gold med-
alists for the remainder 
of the tournament.

Viens, who came into 
the match as a substitute 
in the 67th, took a long 
pass from Jessie Flem-
ing and tucked it into the 
goal at the opposite post 
12 minutes after enter-
ing.

Mackenzie Barry gave 
New Zealand the early 
lead with a goal in the 
13th minute, but Cloe 
Lacasse equalized for 
Canada in first-half stop-
page time.

 By  JAMES ROBSON

THE head of Argentina’s soccer federation said 
the  chaotic ending  to its Olympic soccer match 
against Morocco on Wednesday “makes no sense,” 
and coach Javier Mascherano called the scene “a 
scandal.”

The opening match of the men’s soccer tourna-
ment was suspended for nearly two hours during 
added time after Morocco fans invaded the field 
and threw bottles in protest of a late goal by Argen-
tina. The goal was later overturned by the video as-
sistant referee, and Argentina lost 2-1.

“What happened on the field was a scandal. This 
isn’t a neighborhood tournament, these are the 
Olympic Games,” Mascherano said.

Paris organizers said they were trying to “under-
stand the causes and identify appropriate actions” 
after the match in Saint-Etienne. Argentina’s soccer 
federation said it issued a formal protest Wednes-
day to world governing body FIFA and would do 
“what is necessary” to guarantee the safety of play-
ers.

“Having to wait almost two hours in the dressing 
room, after Morocco fans entering the pitch, the vi-
olence that the Argentina delegation suffered, our 
players having to warm up again and continue to 
play a match that should have been suspended by 
the main referee, is really something that makes no 
sense and that goes against the competition rules,” 
Argentina Football Association president Claudio 
Tapia said.

The Argentina team also said its  training base 
was robbed before the game, with a watch belong-
ing to midfielder Thiago Almada among the items 
taken.

Meanwhile, Argentine President Javier Milei 
arrived Thursday in Paris, his office said, and is 
expected to meet French President Emmanuel 
Macron after  tensions escalated between their 
countries  over the Argentine soccer team’s de-
rogatory post-match chants about French players 
at Copa America.

Morocco fans rushed the field to protest Cristian 
Medina’s goal in the 16th minute of added time at 
Stade Geoffroy-Guichard, which appeared to tie 
the game at 2. Bottles also were thrown from the 
crowd and, in frenzied scenes, security tackled 
fans on the field.

“Some of the fans thought it was the end of the 
match and decided to invade the pitch,” Thomas 
Collomb, the deputy director of security for Paris 
organizers, said Thursday. “The atmosphere was 
festive. At no time was there any security risk for 
players or spectators. Within minutes of the final 
whistle, a security bubble formed around the ath-
letes.”

AP 

Argentina coach slams 
chaotic ‘scandal’ at Olympic 
soccer match vs Morocco



 By Correspondent Nassir Nchimbi

SIMBA Sports Club have yesterday 
announced the appointment of Uway-
ezu Francois Regis as the new Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO), effective August 
1. 

An official statement released by the 
chairman of the club’s Board of Direc-
tors, Mohamed ‘Mo’ Dewji, yesterday 
said Regis (pictured) succeeds Imani 
Kajula, whose contract is set to expire.

According to the statement, Regis 
has over 12 years of experience in man-
agement positions in both the public 
and private sectors.

He is a well-rounded professional 
with a Master of Business Administra-
tion (MBA) in Finance and Accounting 
and a Certificate of IPSAS (Interna-
tional Public Sector Accounting Stan-
dards).

Regis has also made significant con-
tributions to the field of football, serv-
ing as the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Rwanda Football Association for 
over three years and as Vice Chairman 
of APR F.C. 

He is a founding member of the 
Rwanda Association of Football Coach-
es, where he served as Vice President 
for many years and currently serves as 
a CAF General Coordinator.

According to Dewji, Simba are confi-
dent that Regis will bring his wealth of 
experience and knowledge to the club 
and lead it to success in the upcoming 

season.
He said the club expects Regis to 

bring a wealth of experience in both 
football and management to the role. 

Regis holds a UEFA B coaching li-
cense and has attended numerous 
football management courses, includ-
ing the “Programme Exécutif de Foot-
ball” in Senegal and the General Secre-
tary Academy course in Morocco.

Dewji expressed his confidence in 
Regis’s ability to lead the club to new 

heights and also extended his grati-
tude to Kajula for his contributions 
during his tenure.

“As the new CEO of Simba Sports 
Club, Mr. Regis’s extensive knowledge 
and experience in football, adminis-
tration, and finance will undoubtedly 
drive the club to new heights, ensuring 
robust organizational growth and en-
hanced performance both on and off 
the field,” said Dewji.

“I would like to extend my sincere 

appreciation to Imani Kajula, both 
on my own behalf and on behalf of 
the Board. Imani’s valuable contribu-
tion to Simba leaves positive marks of 
progress and success, which will be 
new heights from where Simba will 
continue growing.

“I would also like to extend my ap-
preciation to Imani’s family, as he 
largely lived Simba hours, days and 
late nights. I wish him the best in his 
future endeavors, and wish him suc-
cess,” Dewji added.

Until August 31, Kajula will continue 
in his role, overseeing the transition 
and orientation of his duties to Regis.

Simba will compete in the CAF Con-
federation Cup next season after se-
curing a third-place finish in the Tan-
zania Mainland Premier League. The 
club is currently in Ismailia, Egypt, 
for a pre-season training camp as they 
gear up for the upcoming continental 
campaign.

The Msimbazi Reds are putting the 
final touches on their preparations 
with two friendly matches scheduled 
before returning to Tanzania for the 
annual Simba Day celebration on Au-
gust 3 against Rwandan side APR FC.

Simba will kick off the new domes-
tic season with a Community Shield 
match against arch-rivals Young Afri-
cans at the Benjamin Mkapa Stadium 
and the club will be looking to make 
a strong impact in both domestic and 
continental competitions.

 

who came on as a substitute, 
scoring their only goal with a 
powerful header. Despite the 
loss, the match offered valu-
able insights into the squad’s 
dynamics and areas for im-
provement.

Looking ahead, Young 
Africans are set to face off 
against Kaizer Chiefs in the 
Toyota Cup tomorrow. This 
match promises to be more 
than just a friendly, as it pits 
Young Africans against their 
former coach, Tunisian tac-
tician Nesreddine Nabi. 

Nabi, who led Young Afri-
cans to back-to-back titles 
before departing last year, 
now manages the Amakhosi, 
adding an intriguing layer to 
the encounter.

Young Africans’ head 

coach, Miguel Gamondi, ac-
knowledged the significance 
of the upcoming match, em-
phasizing the broader objec-
tives beyond mere victory. 

“Our game against Kai-
zer Chiefs will be a good and 
competitive game, especial-
ly considering that Chiefs 
have a new coach,” Gamondi 
said. “Every player will have 
a chance to showcase their 
abilities. For us, our prepa-
rations are intensifying, and 
we believe we will have a 
strong performance.”

Gamondi also highlighted 
the importance of the South 
African tour in preparing for 
the new season. 

“Arriving in South Africa 
has been crucial for us as we 
prepare for the 2024/25 sea-

son. Playing against a team 
from the Bundesliga is part 
of our strategy to promote 
the club both in Africa and 
globally,” he stated. He fur-
ther emphasized that these 
matches are vital for build-
ing a cohesive team, particu-
larly with new additions to 
the squad.

The team’s participation 
in the Mpumalanga Cup and 
subsequent friendlies has 
provided them with valu-
able experience and an op-
portunity to refine their 
tactics. The insights gained 
from these matches are ex-
pected to contribute sig-
nificantly to Young Africans’ 
performance in the upcom-
ing season.

Upon completing their 

South African tour, Young 
Africans are scheduled to re-
turn to Tanzania next week. 
The club will then focus on 
final preparations for the 
league season and the CAF 
Champions League. A key 
highlight of their pre-season 
activities will be the ‘Wiki ya 
Wananchi’ celebrations on 
August 4, a major event that 
holds special significance for 
the club and its supporters.

Following the celebra-
tions, Young Africans will 
compete in the Community 
Shield tournament, which 
is set to take place between 
August 8 and 11. The club will 
face their arch-rivals Simba 
SC on August 8, with Coast-
al Union and Azam FC also 
competing in the tourna-
ment. The winners of these 
matches will clash in the fi-
nal, adding an extra layer of 
anticipation to the fixtures.

Last season, Simba 
emerged victorious in the 
Community Shield, defeat-
ing Young Africans 3-1 on 
penalties after a goalless 
draw in regular time. The 
matches were held in Mk-
wakwani Stadium in Tanga, 
underscoring the intense ri-
valry between the two Tan-
zanian clubs.

Young Africans’ tour of 
South Africa is seen as a cru-
cial phase in their pre-season 
preparations, offering the 
team invaluable experience 
and the opportunity to re-
fine their strategies. As they 
look ahead to a demanding 
season, the insights and co-
hesion gained from this tour 
will be instrumental in their 
quest for success.

Ten players to define 
Olympic football at Paris 
2024: Marta, Olise and more
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Gamondi highlights competitive edge in Yanga’s 
Toyota Cup clash with Kaizer Chiefs 
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  By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

AS Simba Sports Club enters the third week of 
their pre-season, the squad is gearing up for the 
culmination of their rigorous training regimen. 
This intensive preparation is set to conclude by 
the end of the week with another friendly match, 
providing a final test before their return home.

According to sources within the club’s leader-
ship, the team is expected to return to Tanzania 
on Wednesday. This will allow them a few days 
to finalize preparations for Simba Day, which is 
scheduled for Saturday, August 3.

Head coach Fadlu Davids has been optimistic 
about the progress his team has made during the 
pre-season. 

Davids, who has been closely monitoring the 
squad’s development, expressed his satisfaction 
with the players’ performance and their compet-
itive spirit. 

“We continue to be very pleased with the com-
petition as every player in my squad is fighting 
for their own chance to show excellence,” Davids 
stated in a recent interview.

Davids praised the squad’s youthful energy 
and determination, noting that the young play-
ers are highly motivated and show significant 
resilience, especially during training sessions. 
This competitive atmosphere has been crucial in 
pushing each player to perform at their best, vy-
ing for a spot in the starting lineup.

Despite the limited time available for pre-
season training, Davids is confident that the 
team will continue to improve as they play more 
matches. 

“The time for pre-season has been limited, 
but I believe our team will get better with each 
game,” he remarked.

Earlier this week, Simba demonstrated their 
prowess by securing a convincing 3-0 victory in 
a friendly match against Egypt’s El Qanah. The 
match, which lasted 120 minutes, showcased the 
team’s potential and readiness for the upcoming 
season.

As the pre-season draws to a close, Davids is 
taking the opportunity to further assess his play-
ers. This weekend, the squad will participate in 
two additional friendly matches, providing fur-
ther opportunities for the coach to fine-tune his 
team before their return to Tanzania.

Upon their return, Simba will shift their focus 
to the highly anticipated Simba Day Festival on 
August 3. This event not only celebrates the club’s 
history and achievements but also serves as a 
platform to unveil the squad for the upcoming 
season. Fans can expect to see a well-prepared 
and dynamic team take to the field, showcasing 
the results of their intensive pre-season training.

Following Simba Day, the team will quickly turn 
their attention to the Community Shield tourna-
ment, including the much-anticipated Kariakoo 
Derby against arch-rivals Young Africans. 

This high-stakes match is scheduled to take 
place on August 8 at the Benjamin Mkapa Sta-
dium, with kickoff set for 7:00 PM.

The derby, one of the most eagerly awaited 
fixtures in Tanzanian football, will be a crucial 
test for Simba as they look to set the tone for the 
upcoming season. With the squad’s preparation 
and the competitive edge fostered during the 
pre-season, fans are hopeful that Simba will put 
on a strong performance.

As Simba wrap up their pre-season, the team 
is poised to enter the new season with renewed 
vigor and determination. Davids’ emphasis on 
competition and resilience has created a robust 
squad ready to face the challenges ahead. With 
Simba Day and the Community Shield on the ho-
rizon, Simba are set to demonstrate their readi-
ness and ambition for the season, aiming to make 
a strong start and secure early victories.

Simba complete 
pre-season, ready 
for ‘Simba Day’ 
and Dar Derby

 Flexibles by David Chikoko

By Correspondent Seth Mapoli

Y
OUNG Africans 
Sports Club are 
currently engaged 
in an intensive 

pre-season training camp in 
South Africa, aimed at gear-
ing up for the upcoming 
2024/25 season. The Jang-
wani Street-based side has 
already participated in two 
friendlies, showcasing their 
readiness and honing their 
strategies for the new season.

In their recent friendly 
match of the tour, Young Afri-
cans secured a narrow 1-0 vic-
tory against the South African 
side TS Galaxy FC, thanks to 
a decisive goal from Prince 
Dube in the 55th minute. This 
win highlighted Young Afri-
cans’ solid preparation and 
the team’s ability to perform 
under competitive condi-
tions.

However, the team’s subse-
quent friendly against Ger-
man side FC Augsburg did 
not yield the same result. 
Young Africans suffered a 
2-1 defeat, with Jean Baleke, 

Simba SC appoints Francois Regis as new CEO 

Young Africans head coach Miguel Gamondi (R) and Kaiser Chiefs head coach Nesreddine Nabi pose with the Toyota Cup trophy 
during a press conference held in Joahnnesburg, South Africa yesterday. Photo: Courtesy of YASC
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